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SPORTS 
OVAC TOM BECHTEL SOFTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP~ 

T-L Pholo/RICK THORP 
BELLAlRE'S Sarah McAnlnch fires a 
pitch plateward Tuesday afternoon on 
Ben's Field. The Big Reds upset No. 1 
Buckeye Trail In Class 3A action. 

Bellaire 
hikes Trail 
• No. 4 Big Reds will 
meet MC-River winner 
in Saturdav's 3A final 

Tigers lance Knig 
By KYLE LUTZ 
For The 11mes Leader 

ELM GROVE - The Wheeling 
Central and Shadyside Tom Bechtel 
OV AC Class 2-A semifinal game had 
drama written all over it. In the matchup 
that was played mostly under the lights 
at the J.B. Chambers I-470 Youth 
Sports Complex, the fans saw a pitching 
duel where a regulation game wasn't 
enough to determine a winner. 

In the eighth inning, the Tigers broke 
a 1-1 tie on a three-run triple by fresh
man Kayla Smith to run away with a 4-
2 victory. Shadyside moves on to the 
Class 2-A championship game against 
Steubenville Catholic on Saturday. 

Wheeling Central made things inter
esting with two outs in the bottom of 
the eighth. Riley Bennington, but the 
catcher couldn't control the pitch and 

Bennington made 
it to first safely. 
The throw was late 
and Sydney 
Bennington, who 
got on base with a 
single earlier in the 
inning, took advan
tage and scored to 
make it 4-2. Tigers 
pitching held.._ ....... __ ~._ 
strong and got the KAYLA 
last out on a strike- .sMlil::I 
out. 

"I just thought we came to play,' 
Shadyside coach Jillian Ongley said 
"Both teams were great teams and !hes, 
girls, the seniors have gotten beat o: 
them (Wheeling Central) for the las 
two years. They wanted it and yo, 
could tell. It was a total team effort arn 
they picked each other up. 

1 A: l.rish outscore 
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esting with two outs In the bottom of two years. They wanted it and you 

the eighth. Riley Bennington, but the could tell. It was a total team effort and 

catcher couldn't control the pitch and they picked each otherup. 
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Wheeling Central took the lead, 1-0. 

See, TIGERS, Page B2 

1 A: l.rish outscore Bishops 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - St. John 
Central will be seeking its fourth 
consecutive Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Tom 
Bechtel Softball Class A 
Championship Saturday after 
outscoring Bishop Donahue 
Tuesday afternoon, 12-10, on 
sun-splashed Lisa's Field at the 
J.B. Chambers I-4 70 Youth 
Sports Complex. 

T-L PhotoA<IM NORTH 

ST. JOHN Central's Taylor Lowe {16) slides under the tag of Bishop Donahue's 

Sommer South during Class 1 A actlon Tuesday on Lisa's Reid. The Irish won, 

12-10. 

The third-seeded Irish (7-8) 
led 8-0 entering the bottom of 
the sixth before the No. 2 seed 
Bishops (9-8) scored six runs to 
make it a two-run game. 
However, not to be outdone, St 
John Central tacked on four 
more insurance runs in the top of 
the seventh for a I 2-6 ad van~ 
tage, only to see Bishop 
Donahue make it 12-10 and 
have the tying run at the plate as 
the game ended. 

"I thought we were trying to 
See, 1 A, Page B2 

One bad inning dooms Bulldogs in 2A 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Wrtter 

ELM GROVE - One bad 
inning spelled disaster for the 
No. 4 seed Bridgeport soft
ball team Tuesday night on 
Lisa's Field at the J.B. 
Chambers 1-470 Youth 
Sports Complex. 

Leading top-seeded and 
defending champion 
Steubenville Catholic 4-1 
after three-and-a-half 
innings, the Bulldogs (I 5-5) • 
gave up four runs in the bot
tom of the fourth and could 
never catch up in dropping a 
7-5 decision in an Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 
Class 2A semifinal . 

"I think we earned some 
respect today," Bridgeport 
head coach Tom Joseph said. 
"Steubenville Catholic came 
in as the defending 3A 
champ and we battled them 
right until the final out of the 
final inning. 

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH 

BRIDGEPORT shortstop Keri Renzler fields a throw to 

second as Steubenville Catholic's Alex McComb slides 

In safely during Tuesday's action on Lisa's Reid. 

"My girls never hung their 
heads," he continued. "I'm 
really proud of my girls for 
fighting like they did. They 
never gave up." 

Keri Renzler gave the 
Bulldogs an early 2-0 lead 
when she homered to deep 
left with Caitlyn Kroll 

aboard in the top of the first. 
A pair of two-out errors in 

the bottom of the first 
allowed the Crusaders to cut 
the deficit in half, 2- I. 

Two errors by 
Steubenville C~tholic 
allowed Bridgeport to take a 
4-1 advantage in the top of 

power 

. the fourth. Shelby Matheny 
picked up an RBI. 

Fran Capaldi led off the 
bottom of the fourth with an 
infield single and Megan 
Lloyd lined a single to left. 
Designated player Torrie 
Grandinetti singled to load 
the bases. Pinch hitter 
Maddy Metcalf beat out an 
infield grounder as a run 
scored. Gabby Capaldi's 
slicer down the left field line 
skipped to the corner and 
cleared the bases for a 5-4 
Crusaders lead. 

Bridgeport loaded the 
bases with two outs in the 
top of the sixth against Alex 
McComb, but the Crusaders' 
hurler got out of the jam 
unscathed. 

Her teammates rewarded 
her with a pair of insurance 
runs in the bottom of the 
inning on singles . by 
McComb and Ashlynn 
Daley. 

See, ONE, Page B2 
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claimed the 800 in 2:31.17. Indian Creek's lone winner was 

senior Tyler Gaydosh in the 3200. 
He ran eight laps in 10:20.60. 

Union Local senior Austin Kemp 
broke his own meet record by soaring 
over 13-ft-7 for the pole vault crown. 

ON THE GIRLS' SIDE. the Purple 
Riders were once again led by junior 
hurdling ace Tyesha Allen. 

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 
MARTINS FERRY'S Hunter Hill 
sprints to a win In the 100-meter 
dash Tuesday. 

Toe Redskins' 4x4 team of Smith, 
Lewis, Spencer Neville and Jaid Bly 
posted a meet-record time of 4: I 8.91 
to prevail. 

Union Local's lone winner was 
sophomore Megan Bateman. She 
claimed the 3200 meters in 
13:33.77. 

After sitting out the Bellaire 
Relays, Allen returned to the track 

and was a double winner once again. 
She won the high hurdles in a meet
record time of 15.43. She added the 
300 lows in 47.57. 

Staskev can be reached at 
sstaskey@times/eadero11llne.co111 

e1A-------------------
Contlnued from Page B1 
give it away a few 

times," veteran St. John 
Central head coach Jerry 
Magistro said while shak
ing his head, "But the girls 
bung in there and got the 
job done." 

Along with looking to 4-
peat, the Irish will also be 
aiming for OV AC champi
oaship No. 11. 

Kate Lovinski gave St. 
John Central a 2-0 lead with 
a double to deep left in the 
third inning. Sydney Helms' 
sacrifice fly made it 3-0. 

Toe lead grew to 5-0 in 
the fifth when Rachael 
Zaccirey doubled home 
courtest runner Jenna 
Sawinsk1. Zaccirey raced 
home on Natalie Cervelli' s 
single up the middle. 

St. J obn Central tallied 
three times in the top of the 
sixth to increase the margin 
to 8-0. Lovinski, Caitlin 
Sliva and Gill Johnson 

picked up ribbies as the Irish 
looked to on cruise control. 

"The good thing about 
today is that we hit the ball 
and when the girls got on, 
we got them in," Magistro 
noted. "That was huge for 
us:· 

Bis hop Donahue, which 
had been held to three hits 
by Lovinski through five 
innings, broke out the bats 
in the sixth and seventh, 
only to come up short. 

"There's no quit in these 
girls," Bishop Donahue 
head coach Curt Mele 
stressed. "I knew the game 
wasn't over. We've been 
down like this before and 
came back. I knew we 
could do it" 

Sommer South's RBI 
triple started the six-run 
outburst. Pinch hitter Jamie 
.Emery followed with a sin
gle to center to score South. 
One-out later Kat Polinski 

drilled a two-run double to 
left, making it 8-4. Sam 
Zimla's two-out single cut 
the deficit to three, and 
South's infield single made 
it 8-6. 

Taylor Lowe's RBI triple 
and Amber LaMotte's run
scoring double gave the 
Irish a I 0-6 lead. Sliva 
made it I 1-6 with a single 
and Johnson's groundout 
scored the final Irish run. 

"Scoring those four ruas 
was huge," Magistro said. 
"It turned out we needed 
them." 

Lovinski retired the first 
two batters in the bottom of 
the seventh, but Zimla 
slapped a RBI double to left; 
Abbey Mele singled to cen
ter to score another; and 
Tess Fallova's single to cen
ter made it 12-10. A 
groundout to first ended the 
contest. 

"We made a run at 

them," Mele said. "We just 
came up a little short" 

St. John Central cracked 
out a season-high I 6 hits. 
LaMotte had three, while 
Lowe, Lovinski, Sliva, 
Johnson and Zaccirey all 
had a pair of safeties. 

Bishop Donahue had 11 
hits, with Fallova, South, L. 
Polinski and Zimla having 
two each. 

SL John Central 12, 
Bishop Donahue 10 

SJC 0030234- 12 16 4 
BD 000 006 4 - 10 11 3 
SJC-Lovlnskl wp (BK, 3BB) 

and Harris; Lowe S, T, rbl; 
LaMotte S, 2D, rbl; Lovlnskl S, 
D, 3rbl; Sliva S, D, rbi; Johnson 
2S, 2rbl; 

BD-Meie Ip (OK, 3BB), 
Ruza (7), (OK, 1 BB) and Smrth; 
Mele 2S, rbl; Fallova 2S, 2rbi; 
South S, T, rbi; Emery S, rbl; E. 
Polinski D; K. Polinski S, D, 
2rbi; Zimle S, D, 2rbl 

North can be reached at 
kn o rth@ times/ ead er
online.com 
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game. 1·m prouo or mem. 1ney came m up and we stayed 
up. We didn't falter." 

Lahna said that upward trend on both sides of the ball 
will need to continue in order to hoist the OV AC hard
ware. 

"Everyone is making contact," she said. "We're hit
ting the ball, we're fielding the ball, our attitudes are up. 

"Things are coming together when they're supposed 
to.'' 

Bellaire a, Buckeye Trait 1 
Bellaire 620 000 O - 8 5 O 
Buckeye Trail 100 000 o - 1 5 1 
Be - McAnlnch wp (BK. 288) and MessengBf. Applegarth HA, 2rbl; 

Garloch S, 2rbl; Messenger S, 2tbi. 
BT - Smith Ip (2K, 3B8) and Aippeth. ACotvln 2S; Smith D. 
Thorp can be reached at 

rtlrorp@timesleaderonline.com 

• One--------
conunued from Page B1 
Toe Bulldogs didn 'I go 

quietly as Renzler bunted 
for a single leading off. 
Miranda Bowers legged out 
an infield bouncer and 
Justine Schell walked to 
load the bases. Julie 
Nowakowski's sharp one
hopper to third resulted in a 
5-2-3 double play as Daley 
took the throw at the plate 
from Brittany Bertoia and 
rifled a relay tbmw to first 
baseman Lloyd to complete 
a rally killing double play. 

Bridgeport did get a run 
when Bowers scored on a 

wild pitch, but they could 
get no closer. 

"We've come a long way 
in four years," Joseph 
noted. "We'll be back." 

Steub. Cath. 7, Brtdgeport 5 
Bridge. 200 200 1 - 5 B 3 
SC 100402x - 7 102 
B-Bowers Ip (OK, 3BB) and 

Kroll; Renzler $, HR, 2rbl; 
Wilson S, rbl; Matheny S, rbi; 
Cargnei 2S 

SC-McComb wp (5K, 5BB) 
and Daley; G. Capaldi S, D, 
3rbl; McComb s, rbl; Daley 3S, 
rbl; Metcalf S, rbl 

North can be reached at 
kn o rth@ times leader
online.com 

• Tigers-------
conunued from Page B1 
The momentum seemed to be on the Maroon Knights' 

side as JaiEbr Jackson singled nexy. However, the 
Shadyside defense held strong. 

Bennington pitched all but one out of the eight-inning 
game as she fired 12 strikeouts. Heagney matched her 
pitch for pitch as she recorded 11 strikeouts in a com
plete-game victory. 

Not only was the pitching good, but the fielding was as 
well. After Heagney got a hit, Kenzie Fielding hit a line 
shot to first base, but Wheeling Central's Olivia Carpenter 
snagged it and touched first base for a double play. 
However, after an error that put Shelby Benedetta on 
base, Sarah Dierkes hit an RBI double to tie the game, I
I. 

"After the first few innings we started hitting the ball 
and they got the momentum going, and our freshman 
(Smith), who hit that triple, she stepped up big," Ongley 
said. 



e didn't do anything Montreal Expos-on Aug. 
onight," Hurdle said. 23, 1997. 
ve been playing in It was just the third time 
streaks. We continue Chicago had four steals in 
the game's contagious an inning. 
e've had some conta- HEAVY HEART 
1 the other side." Hurdle said he wasn't 
Cubs jumped on top aware that Kirk Gibson had 

IJree runs in the sec- been diagnosed with 
lussell drove in the Parkinson's Disease before 
1e with a double, and he was asked about it prior 
,r followed with a to Tuesday's game. After 
n single. taking a moment to process 
cago added an the news, a clearly affected 
ted run in the third. Hurdle praised Gibson, say
wo outs and none on, ing "he's always been up 
reached on a throw- for a challenge." 'What a 
or by third baseman competitor. What a good 
larrison and scored man. Good man to have in 
louble by Lake to • the game," Hurdle said. 
I 4-0. GETI'ING BETTER 
ove two-out runs, OF Andrew Mccutchen 
Cubs manager Joe was only I for 4 to raise his 
n said. average to .179 but he 

Pirates cut the showed improvement from 
in half on Marte's his recent form, making 

o left field, but the strong contact three times. 
got the runs right "Andrew looked much bet-
1 the bottom of the ter tonight," Hurdle said. 

seven Innings In a rehab 
assignment Saturday with 
Class A Bradenton. 

Cubs: RHP Hector 
Rondon has been bothered 
by a sore foot of late, but 
Maddon said his closer was 
fine after not being used on 
Monday. . OF Chris 
Denorfia, who began the 
season on the disabled list 
with a left hamstring injury, 
was held out of the lineup. 

UP NEXT 
Pirates: RHP Gerrit 

Cole (3-0), who pitches the 
finale of the three-game 
series tonlgh~ is coming off 
a strong effort against 
Arizona. He is 5-0 with a 
3.48 ERA in five career 
starts against the Cubs. 

Cubs: RHP Kyle 
Hendricks is still looking 
for his first win of the sea
son. His first three starts 
were in dny games, so this 
will be his first outing 
under the lights. 

Senior Jamie Truchan continued 
her solid campaign in the J 600 
meters. She won with a time of 
5:44.60. 

Martins Ferry's 4xl team of 
Dalethia Johnson, Malyah Coleman, 
Ashley Griffith and Allen posted a 
52.4 l for the gold medal. The 800 
team, which was comprised of 

' Johnson, Lauryn Walker, Griffith and 
Coleman posted a I :54.35 for the 
title. 

The Riders' shuttle team of 
i Walker, Griffith, Hayley Sutton and 

Chloe Sutton skimmed 40 timbers in 
I: 16. 74 for the shuttle relay crown. 

St. Clairsville, which was third 
, overall, had just one champion. 

Junior Valerie Dobbs cleared 9-feet 
to capture the pole vault. 

Indian Creek sophomore Madison 
Smith pulled the sprint triple. She 
won the 100 (12.94), 200 (26.68) 
and 400 (60.54). 

Redskins freshman Kelsey Lewis 
claimed the 8 00 in 2: 31.1 7. 

T·L Photo/SETH STASKEY 
MARTINS FERRY'S Hunter Hill 
sprints to a win In the 100-meter 
dash Tuesday. 

The Redskins' 4x4 team of Smith, 
Lewis, Spencer Neville and Jaid Bly 
posted a meet-record time of 4: I 8.91 
to prevail. 

Union Local' s lone winner was 
sophomore Megan Bateman. She 
claimed the 3200 meters in 
13:33.77. 

and was a double winner once again. 
She won the high hurdles in a meet
record time of 15.43. She added the 
300 lows in 4 7.57. 

Staskey can be reached at 
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 
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na!e bounce came right to him with Walleye starter Jeff 
Lerg (33 saves) out of position. 

• Bellaire 
Continued from Page 81 
"To not even be in Sundny morning and then to squeak 

in on a mistake someone made and then come out and 
start like this was huge," she said smiling. "I know they 
were excited.'' 

With the first three Big Red batters on basevia two 
walks and a hit battler, Mary Oarloch stepped to the plate 
and sent a shot toward Smith just to her right.. She tried to 
field the baJI and, in doing so, made It ricochet into the 
outfield past the location of the shortstop. De'Asia 
Burney and Abbey Cusick scored on the play, giving 
Bellaire a 2-0 lead. 

Smith then walked Elisha Gillespie, loading the bases 
again. And, again, Belliare took advantage. This time, 
Dallas Messenger sent a shot to right, plating Hannah 
Applegarth and Garloch, upping the lend to 4-0. 

Moments later, with Morgan Runyan batting, a passed 
bail allowed Messenger to score, making the count, 5-0. 
Messenger moved to 
third on the play. That "TO NOT even be In set the stage for the 
game's only error. Sunday morning and then 

Runyan popped up to squeak In on a mistake 
to Smith, just outside someone made and then 
the circle. The ball fell come out and start like this 
out of her glove, how- was huge ... 
ever, and Messenger 
scored, giving Bellaire 
its sixth run of the 
inning. 

The beneficiary of 
the Big Reds' early 

- MELISSA LAHNA 
Bel/Bire head coach 

offensive explosion was pitcher Sarah McAninch (six 
strikeouts, two walks). The sophomore scattered five hits, 
including just one extra-base knock. 

The Warriors gained a run back in the bottom of the 
first when Amber Colvin scored on a passed ball, but 
that's all the offense they got. 

Buckeye Trail recorded a hit in five of the seven 
innings, but every time it threatened either McAninch, or 
the defense behind her was up the challenge of snuffing it 
out. 

"She's young and she struggled at the start of the sea
son and she came in on fire (Tuesday)," Lahna said of 
McAninch. She knew what she had to do." 

Not taking any chances, McAninch's teammates gave 
her more offensive support in the second inning. 

After Cusick led off with a single to center, Applegarth 
sent a shot over the fence in left, giving the Big Reds 
what would be the final margin. 

''I wanted to see more,'' Laima said laughing about the 
final run tally. "But, I'll take an 8-1 win in a semifinal 
game. I'm proud of them. They came in up and we stayed 
up. We didn't falter." 

Lalma said that upward trend on both sides of the ball 
will need to continue in order to hoist the OV AC hard
ware. 

"Everyone is making contact," she said. "We're hit
ting the ball, we're fielding the ball, our attitudes are up. 

"Things are coming together when they're supposed 
to." 

Bellelre 8, Buckeye Trell 1 
BellaJre 620 000 0 - 8 5 0 
Buckeye Trall 100 000 O - 1 5 1 
Be - McAn!nch wp (SK, 288) and Messenger. Applegarth HA, 2rbl; Garloch S, 2rbf; Messenger S, 2ml. 
BT - Smith Ip (2K, 38B) and Alppeth. A.CoMn 2S; Smith D. 
Thorp can be reached at 

rthorp@times/eadero11line.com 

• One--------
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T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Ryan Busby Is hugged at the plate after scoring a run by Cody Goletz (17) and Zuka Jacob (3) during Iha first inning of Saturday's OVAC Class 4A championship game In Steubenville. 
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victory against Harrison 
Central for the Class 4A title 
at sun-splashed Vacarro Field 
Saturday afternoon. 

"It feels really good (to win 
this)," Sliva said. "I hear 
coaches all the time talk about 
goals and this is definitely one 

back wasn't aided by Harrison 
Central, which grabbed a 1-0 
lead in the top of the first 
when Kalub Mitchell tripled 
borne his brother, Brandon. 

On top of that, Harrison 
Central recorded the first two 

See, ST. C., Page C2 

Harrison captures 4A softball title 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - The third time was definitely 
a charm for the Harrison Central senior softball 
players, especially Katie Ellzy. 

The third-seeded Huskies had been to the Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference Tom Bechtel Oass 4A 
championship game in 
each of the past two 
seasons, only to see 
their bid for a title 
squelched by Buckeye 
Local and 

"IT'S A good day for 
Harrison Central 
softball. 

Steubenville, respec- -Donni• BBlho/ lively. Han/son Central Head Coach 
Saturday morning 

on sun-splattered 
Lisa's Field at the J.B. Chambers I-470 Youth 
Sports Complex, Harrison Central (13-5) finally 
opened the door to the championshlp trophy by 
ral1ying past No. 4 seeded Martins Ferry, 4-1, 
before a huge turnout . 

"It's a good day for Harrison Central softball," 
veteran head coach Donnie Bethel said. "I thought 
we played a really good game today. We got a 
strong pitching effort from Kalie, like always. We 
got some timely hits and we played solid defense." 

See, HARRISON, Page C2 

HARRISON 
CENTRAL pitcher 
Katia Ellzy and 
Shlanna Namath 
celebrate the 
OVAC Class 4A 
softball title 
Saturday on Lisa's 
Field at Iha 
Chambers 1-4 70 
Complex In Elm 
Grove. The 
Huskies edged 
Martins Ferry, 4-1. 

T·L Photo/KIM NORTH 

Bellaire captures first 
softball title since '03 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

"It feels really great," 
Applegarth said. "We haven't 
given up on each other all ELM GROVE - year.Thathasbeenourkey." Cinderella danced her way to The roundtripper, 

an Ohio Valley Athletic Applegarth's fourth of the Conference Class 3A champi- season, broke up a pitching 
onship for the second time in duel between River's Rasey as many days.· Romick and Bellaire's Sarah On the heels of the fourth- McAninch. The two hurlers c: seeded Big Reds winning the had posted four shutout 
baseball title Friday night, the innings each until the blast No. 4 softball team duplicated that just cleared the fence in the fete Saturday afternoon at left field. 
the sun-baked J.B. Chambers "I got lucky when Hannah I-470 Youth Sports Complex walked through the doors of with a 1-0 on a jam-packed Bellaire High School," 

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH BELLAIR E'S Hannah Applegarth (second from left) is congratulated at the plate attar connecting on a solo home run In the fourth Inning of the OVAC Class 3A championship Saturday on Lisa's 
Field at the Chambers 1-470 Complex. Bellaire won, 1-0. 

Lisa's Field. Bellaire head coach Melissa Freshman Hannah Lahna said. "She's a hitter Applegarth was three years and she's all game. • 
old the last time Bellaire won ·"I've never been more an OVAC softball title in proud.of a group of girls," 2003, but it was the 15-year- Lahna stressed. "Our record old freshman that accounted (10-11) is a little deceiving. for the lone run with a home We went from being fifth run ]ending off the fourth 
inning. See, BELLAIRE, Page C2 



• Bellaire-------
continued from Page C1 

(last) Sunday morning and not even being in the tour
nament to winning it all. 

"The three seniors set a goal last year after we sat in the 
parking lot and said goodbye to (then-senior) Mackenzie 
Conroy when our season ended," Lahna recalled. "They 
made a goal there that they weren't going to stop until 
they got a banner. 

"Obviously, they came through on their promises." 
However, it was underclassmen that did the damage. 

While Applegarth had the game-winning hit, McAninch, 
just a sophomore, did the damage inside the circle. She 
scattered four hits, struck out live and walked none. 

"Sarah pitched a heckuva game," Lahna praised. "She 
was on her 'A' game today and we played well behind 
her." 

River had only two baserunners get to second base. 
Haylee Bowers singled leading off the second and was 
sacrificed to second by Emelic Heater. However, she 
would advance to further as McAninch toughened up and 
retired the next two batters. 

The Pilots threatened again in the sixth as Mackenzie 
Marshall and Bowers rapped back-to-back singles with 
two outs. McAninch ended that with an inning-ending 
groundout. 

Romick pitched well enough to win. She fanned half-a
dozen, walked one and spaced out five hits. 

"They outgunned us today. Give them all the credit," 
River head coach Dave Wright allowed. "The River Pilots 
wish them congrallllations." 

Elisha Gillespie singled twice for Bellaire. Bowers had 
two singles for River. 

• Harr1son
conunued from Page c;1 

El!zy, who suffered the 
loss in the two previous 
title tilts, did her best to not 
let it happen again. The 
Robert Morris University 
recruit struck out eight, 
walked one and allowed 
just two hits. She threw 95 
pitches, 68 of which were 
strikes. 

"This feels really good " 
El!zy said of the champi
onship. "We've been here 
three times and it feels 
good to finally get the job 
done." 

The contest, which 
served as the rubber game 
between the Buckeye 8 
rivals (each team won on 
the others home field earli
er in the season), started off 
as many had thought it 
would - as a pitcher's 
duel between Ellzy and 
Martins Ferry's Shaye 
Deleonardis. 

The two aces had put 
goose eggs on the score
board through four innings 
before Purple Rider sopho
more Mercedez McLeod 
took Ellzy deep to left field 
for a home run leading off 
the top of the fifth. -

"It was a good pitch," 
Ellzy said of the 1-l offer
ing to McLeod. "She was 
ready for it. She's a good 
hitter. You can't take that 
away from her. It was my 
mistake. I should've 
pitched around her." 

One run looked good at 
that point as Deleonardis, 
the Purple Riders' junior 
hurler, had allowed just one 
hit and three bascrunncrs 
(she walked El!zy twice) 
through the first four 
frames. 

However, the Huskies 
broke through in the fifth. 

With two outs, leadoff 
hitter Alexia Dowdle dou
bled to the left field corner. 
Ashley Heavilin followed 
with a single to center to tic 
the contest as Lindsey 
Dowdle raced home. 
Shianne Nameth found her
self in an 0-2 hole after her 
towering fou I pop up fell 
untouched behind the plate. 
The junior made the Purple 
Riders pay dearly as she 
smacked the next pitch to 
deep left-center for a dou
ble as Alexia Dowdle and 
Heavilin scored easily for a 
3- l advantage. 

She said winning the title 
for her senior teammates 
was a really good feeling. 

"It means a lot because I 



-··-·u.r " .... v~ uct::n nere three times and it feels good to finally get the job done." 
The contest, which served ns the rubber game between the Buckeye 8 rivals (each team won on the others home field earlier in the season), sta1tcd off as many had thought it would - as a pitcher's duel between Ellzy and Martins Ferry's Shaye DeLeonardis. 

The two aces had put goose eggs on the score
board through four innings before Purple Rider sophomore Mercedez McLeod took Ellzy deep to left field 
for ;:1 home run leading off the top of the fiftl1. 

"It was a good pitch," Ellzy said of the 1-1 offer
ing to McLeod. "She was ready for it. She's a good hitter. You can't take that nway from her. It w:1s my mistake. I should've pitched around her." 

One run looked good at that point as DeLconardis, the Purple Riders' junior hurler, had allowed just one hit and three baserunncrs (she walked Ellzy twice) through the first four frnmes. 
However, the Huskies broke through in the fifth. 
With two outs, leadoff hitter Alexia Dowdle dou

bled to the left field corner. Ashley Heavilin followed with a single to center to tie the contest as Lindsey Dowdle raced home. Shianne Nameth found herself in an 0-2 hole after her towering foul popup fell untouched behind the plate. Tl1c junior made the Purple Riders pay dearly as she smacked the next pitcl1 to deep left-center for a double as Alexia Dowdle and 
HeaviJin scored easily for a 3- l advantage. 

She said winning the title for her senior teammates 
was a really good feeling. 

"It means a lot because I know Katie and the other girls had been here for three years," Nameth added. "I knew she (Katie) wanted it really bad. Her pitching lrns got us through the worst times, so J just wanted to make this memornble for her." 
Ellzy had all the eonfi• dence in her teammates. 
"We had to score a run to win anyway," she admitted. "I knew we cou1d come back. I had faith in them." 



Shadyside comes up short 
in Class 2A softball final • 
By RICK THORP 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - They say you can't 
judge a book by it's cover. Well, the story 
Steubenville Central wrote en route to cap
turing its third straight OV AC crown 
Saturday was defined by the book's front 
and back. 

The Crusaders scored four runs in their 
first time al-bat rind six runs in their last in 
besting Shadyside, I 0-3, in the Tom 
Bechtel Softball Championship 2A title 
tilt. 

"I wish we were a little better in the 
middle, though," Steubenville Catholic 
head coach Jim DiCarlo said smiling as his 
players posed with the championship hard
ware on Ben's Field. 

"Our kids, they battle. They never make 
it easy (for the other team), no matter 
what.'' 

The championship - the seventh in 
school history - goes along with the 
Crusaders' regular-season crown. 

"We feel good because we earned what 
we we have," DiCarlo lamented. "The 
two teams we beat (in the OV AC 
Tournament) had a combined record of 
28-7. 

"So, I couldn't be more prouder of our 
kids for beating two good teams." 

Shadyside head coach Jillian Onglcy 
was left to wonder what might had been 
for her squad, which entered the game 
winners of nine .straight. 

"We hung with them," she said. "Until 
the last inning it wus still a close game." 

Lindsey Dunn singled in Kaitlyn 
Weaver in the top of the first giving the 
Tigers ( 12-4) an early advantage. The 
Crusaders ( 17-2), however, tu med the tide 
quickly in the bottom of Ilic inning. 

With one out, Brittany llcrtoia reached 
second on an error. 111c next batter, Alex 
McComb reached on another miscue. 
AshLynne Daley then walked to load the 
bases. 

A wild pitch by Shadyside starter 
Megan Heagney allowed Bertoia to score, 
tying the game. 

Then, a bunt single by Shayna Mirabella 
knocked in pinch runner Maddy Metcalf, 
giving sec a 2-1 lead. 

With ducks on the pond, and still one 
away, Fran Capaldi lofted a shot to shal
low center. Shadyside center fielder 
Kenzie Fielding, shortstop Karly Klug and 
Weaver, playing second all came in to try 
to make a play. The ball fell, however, 
allowing Daley to score, making the score 
3-1. 

Making matters worse for the Tigers, 
Weaver was hurt on the play. She laid on 
the field for almost t 5 minutes being 
attend to before being carried off. She did
n't return. 

"I think it affected them," Onglcy said 
of Weaver's injury. "We put another 
freshman (Alyx Baker) in there and she 
nhvPrl h~ml 
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SHADYSIDE'S Shelby Benedetta 
rounds third base in the second inning 
of the Tigers OVAC Class 2A final 
against Steubenville Central. 

knocked on the left licld door three times, 
only to be denied all three times by 
llencdctta, who made three excellent 
catches one made with a leaping grab 
above the fence. 

"We couldn't have hit the ball any 
harder than we did in that inning,'' 
DiCarlo said. "Their center fielder did a 
heck of a job. Sometimes you just hit it at 
people. We were happy with that inning, 
even though didn't score. We were hitting 
the ball. I was really happy with thaL" 

Fielding led off the Shadyside sixth by 
sending n shot to center. M irabclla made a 
spectacular catch, though, saving a proba
ble double. 

Two batters later, Sarah Dierkes hit a 
shot to left no one caught. It cleared the 
fence, bring the Tigers to within one, 4-3. 

"I told her I really have confidence 
when she came up to bat," Ongley said. 
"Nine times out of IO she puts the ball in 
play.'' 

Just when it looked like the Tigers had 
some momentum, the Crusaders squashed 
it with an explosion in the bottom half of 
the sixth. 

They had six hits and scored all of their 
runs with one out. Bcrtoia and Daley both 
knocked in two with their base knocks. 

Despite the loss, Onglcy believes her 
team is playing soundly as the tournament 
nears. It begins next weekend at the Mead 
Township fields. The statewide draw is 



ELM GROVE - They suy you can't 
judge a book by it's cover. Well, the story 
Steubenville Central wrole en route to cap
turing its third straight OVAC crown 
Saturday was defined by lhe book's front 
and back. 

The Crusaders scored four runs in their 
first time al-bat and six runs in their lasl in 
besting Shadyside, I 0-3, in the Tom 
Bechtel Softball Championship 2A tille 
tilt 

"I wish we were a little better in the 
middle, though," Steubenville Catholic 
head coach Jim DiCarlo said smiling as his 
players posed wilh the clrnmpionship hard
ware on Ben's Field. 

"Our kids, tl1ey battle. They never make 
it easy (for the other team), no matter 
what.'' 

The championship - the seventh in 
school history - goes along with the 
Crusaders' regular-season crown. 

"We feel good because we earned what 
we we have," Dicarlo lamented. "The 
two teams we beat (in the OV AC 
Tournament) had a combined record of 
28-7. 

"So, I couldn't be more prouder of our 
kids for beating two good teams." 

Shadyside head coach Jillian Onglcy 
was left to wonder what might had been 
for her squad, which entered the game 
winners of nine straight. 

"We hung with them," she said. "Until 
the last inning it was still n close game." 

Lindsey Dunn singled in Kaitlyn 
Weaver m the top of the first giving the 
Tigers ( 12-4) an early advantage. The 
Crusaders ( 17-2), however, turned the tide 
quickly in the bottom of the inning. 

With one out, Brittany Bcrtoia reached 
second on an error. The next baller, Alex 
McComb reached on another miscue. 
AshLynnc Daley then walked lo load the 
bases. 

A wild pitch by Shadyside starter 
Megan Heagney allowed Bcrloia to score, 
tying the game. 

Then, a bunt single by Shayna Mirabella 
knocked in pinch runner Maddy Metcalf, 
giving sec a 2-1 lead. 

With ducks on the pond, and still one 
away, Fr;m Capaldi lofted a shot to shal
low center. Shadyside center fielder 
Kenzie Fielding, shonstop Karly Klug and 
Weaver, playing second all came in to try 
to make a play. The ball fell, however, 
allowing Daley to score, making the score 
3-1. 

Making mailers worse for the Tigers, 
Weaver was hurt on the play. She laid on 
the field for almost 15 minutes being 
attend to before being carried off. She did
n't return. 

"I think it affected them," Onglcy said 
of Weaver's injury. "We put another 
freshman (Alyx Baker) in there and she 
played hard. 

"If that doesn't happen maybe we have 
a different outcome. Who know?" 

The Tigers got a rnn back in the second. 
With one out, Kayla Smith doubled to cen
ter, driving in Shelby Benedetta from sec
ond. 

Ir! the fifth, Steubenville Catholic 
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SHADYSIDE'$ Shelby Benedetta 
rounds third base In the second inning 
of the Tigers OVAC Class 2A final 
against Steubenville Central. 

knocked on the left field door three times, 
only to be denied all three times by 
Benedetta, who made three excellent 
catches one made with a leaping grab 
above the fence. 

"We couldn't have hit the ball any 
harder than we did in that inning," 
DiCarlo said. "Their center fielder did a 
heck of a job. Sometimes you just hit it at 
people. We were happy with that inning, 
even though didn't score. We were hitting 
the ball. I was really happy with that" 

Fielding led off the Shadyside sixth by 
sending a shot to center. Mirabella made a 
spectacular catch, though, saving a proba
ble double. 

Two batters later, Sarah Dierkes hit a 
shot to left no one caught. It cleared the 
fence, bring the Tigers to within one, 4-3. 

"I told her I really have confidence 
when she came up to bat," Ongley said. 
"Nine times out of IO she puts the ball in 
play." 

Just when it looked like the Tigers had 
some momentum, the Crusaders squashed 
it with an explosion in tlic bottom half of 
the sixth. 

They had six hits and scored all of their 
runs with one out. Bcrtoia and Daley both 
knocked in two with their base knocks. 

Despite the loss, Onglcy believes her 
team is playing soundly as the tournament 
nears. It begins next weekend at the Mead 
Township fields. The statewide draw is 
today. 

"We need to get to work on the things 
we messed up on and sec how Kaitlyn is 
doing," she said. "I feel we'll come into 
the sectional strong. We have some strong 
teams in there. And, we might even f/lCC 
(Steubenville Catholic) again." 



OHIO VALLEY ATHLETIC CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Monarchs Seize Crown Dons 
• Hoist. Kaylor, Blake 

lead JM to 4th 
straight 5-A title 

By SHAWN RINE 
Sports Editor 

WHEELING 
Steubenville certainly packed 
a lunch. Toe problem for Big 
Red, is that Maggie Kaylor 
stole it 

Already trailing 2-0 in the 
fourth inning and with 
Steubenville threatening to 
break this Tom Bechtel 
OV AC Class 5-A Softball 
Championship wide open, 
John Marshall needed a hero 
Saturday on Ben's Field at 
the J.B. Chambers I-4 70 
Youth Sports Complex. 

Enter Kaylor. 
The ri!lht fielder turned 

away Rhiannon Petrisko at 
the plate to save one run, and 
tµen fired to first to beat Tay-

, Photo by Shawn Rine 
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John Marshall's Jackie Gellner awalts the pitch at the plate during Saturday's OV AC Class 5-A Championship tllt against Steubenville at the J.B. Chambers I-470 Youth Sports Complex In Wheel
ing. Catching for Big Red Is Bobble HalL 

Devils Rout Harrison 8-2 
By SETH STASKEY 

For the News-Register 
STEUBENVILLE ~ Tom Sliva didn't 

exactly know how many years it hod been since 
his St. Clairsville baseball program won an 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championship. 

He did, however, know it had been far too 
Jong. • 

There's a good chance he'll remember the 
next time he's asked because his Red Devils are 
making room for another conference banner. 

. Us!flg ~eir no~ recipe of s~~;\' s~g .,.,f.,.J,.,.,.,,. "--~lu L . ._... __ ---' --• -

Clairsville cruised to an 8-2 victory against Har
rison Cenlral for the Class 4-A title at Vacarro 
Field on Saturday. . 

"It feels really good," Sliva said. "I hear 
coaches all the time talk about goals and this is 
definitely one of the big goals. I know the kids 
are excited. Tuey were pumped up this morning, 
(Friday) at practice and throughout the game." 

Toe victory was especially important for St 
C. because it was the Red Devils' first outing 
since they dropped their first decision of the 

Photo by Seib Staskey 
St. Clalrsvllle's Znke Jacobs preps a 
dellverv ror Hnrrfi;um rpntrnl .c;;:nhlr. 

1-A 
Title, 

By TRACY WATSON 
For the News-Register 

WHEELING - In win-
ning three consecutive Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 
Class 1-A softball titles St. 
John had relied on good 
pitching, outstanding fielding 
and plenty of hitting. 

Saturday those three things 
all avoided the Fighting Irish 
as Madonna made its way to 
the throne. 

Katie Gasvoda fired a four
hltter, fanning IO along the 
way. Courtney Kaczmarek 
chased home four runs with a 
pair of singles and Madonna 
took advantage of numerous 
Fighting Irish errors en route 
to an 11-2 victory in the Tom 
Bechtel OV AC small-school 
title tilt on Lisa's Field at the 

See, DONS, 
Page 2 

Bellaire 
Captures 
Softball 
Honors 
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the J.B. Chambers I-4 70 
Youth Sports Complex. 

Enter Kaylor. 
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The ri~ht fielder turned 
away Rhrnnnon Petrisko at 
the plate to save one run, and 
then fired to finlt to beat Tay-
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John Marshall's Jackie Gellner awaits the pitch at the plate during Saturday's OVAC Class 5-A Championship tilt against Steubenville at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Youth Sports Complex In Wheeling. Catching for Big Red Is Bobble Hall 

Devils Rout Harrison 8-2 
By SETH STASKEY 

For the News-Register 
STEUBENVILLE - Tom Sliva didn't 

exactly know how many years it had been since 
bis St. Clairsville baseball program won an 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference championship. 

He did, however, know it had been far too 
long. 

There's a good chance he'll remember tbe 
next time he's asked because his Red Devils are 
making room for another conference banner. 

Using their normal recipe of steady starting 
pitching, timely hitting and solid defense, St 

Clairsville cruised to an 8-2 victory against Har
rison Central for the □ass 4-A title at Vacarro 
Field on Saturday. 

"It feels really good," Sliva said. "I hear 
coaches all the time talk about goals and this is 
definitely one of the big goals. I know the kids 
are excited. Tuer were pumped up this morning, 
(Friday) at practice and throughout the game." 

The victory was especially important for St 
C. because it was the Red Devils' first outing 
since they dropped their first decision of the 

See, DEVILS, Page 2 

Third Time the Charm for Huskies 
ByKIMNORTH 

For the News-Register 
WHEELING - Toe third time 

was definitely a charm for the 
Harrison Central senior softball 
players, especially Katie Ellzy. 

The third-seeded Huskies bad 
been to the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference Tom Bechtel Class 4-
A championship game in eacb of 
the past two seasons, oniy to see 
their bid for a title squelched by 
Buckeye Local and Steubenville, 
respectively. 

Saturday morning on Lisa's 
Field at the J.B. Chambers I-470 
Youth Sports Complex, Harrison 
Central (I 3-5) finally opened 
the door to the championship 
trophy by rallying past No. 4 
Martms Ferry, 4-1, before a 
huge turnout 

See, HUSKIES, 
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Photo by Kim North 
The Harrison Central Huskies softball squad celebrates 
after winning the Class 4-A Championship Saturday. 

Photo by Seib Staskey 
St. Clalrsvllle's Zuke Jacobs preps a 
delivery for Harrison Central Satur
day at Vacarro Field In Steubenville. 

Crusaders 
Charge To 
Championship 

By RICK THORP 
For The News-Register 

, WHEELING - They say you 
can't judge a book by it's cover. 
Well, the story Steubenville Central 
wrote en route to capturing its third 
straight OV AC crown Saturday was 
defined by the book's front and 
back. 

The Crusaders scored four runs in 
their first time at-bat and six runs in 
their last in besting Shadyside, 10-
3, in the Tom Bechtel Softball 
Championship 2-A title tilt 

"I wish we were a little better in 
the middle, though," Steubenville 
Catholic coach Jim DiCarlo said 

See, CRUSADERS, 
Page3 

Saturday those-three things 
all avoided the Fighting Irish 
as Madonna made its way to 
the throne. 

Katie Gasvoda rued a four
hitter, fanning 10 along the 
way. Courtney Kaczmarek 
chased borne four runs with a 
pair of singles and Madonna 
took advantage of numerous 
Fighting Irish errors en route 
to an 11-2 victory in the Tom 
Bechtel OV AC small-school 
title tilt on Lisa's Field at the 
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Bellaire 
Captures 
Softball 
Honors 

By KIM NORTH 
For The News-R~r 
WHEELING - Cmderella 

danced her way to an Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 
Class 3A championship for 
the second time in as many 
days. 

On the heels of the fourth
seeded Big Reds winning the 
baseball title Friday night, the 
No. 4 softball team duplicat
ed the fete Saturday afternoon 
at the sun-baked J.B. Cham
bers I-4 70 Youth Sports 
Complex with a 1-0 victory 
on a Jam-packed Llsa's Field. 

Freshm&n Hannah Apple
garth was three years old the 
last time Bellaire won an 
OV AC softball title in 2003, 
but it was the 15-year-old 
freshman that accounted for 
the lone run with a home run 
leading off the fourth inning. 

"It feels really great," 
Applegarth said. "We haven't 
given up on each other all 
year. That has been our key." 

See, BELLAIRE, 
Page 2 
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HUSKIES 
Continued from page Bl 
"It's a good day for Harrison Central softball," veteran 

coach Donnie Bethel said. "I thought we played a really 
good game. We got a strong pitching effort from Katie, 
like always. We got some timely hits and we played solid 
defense." 

Ellzy, who suffered the loss in the two previous title 
tilts, did her best to not let it happen again. The Robert 
Morris recruit struck out eight, walked one and allowed 
two hits. She threw 95 pitches, 68 of which were strikes. 

"This feels really good," Ellzy said. "We've been here 
three times and it feels good to finally get the job done." 

The contest, which served as the rubber' game between 
the Buckeye 8 rivals (each team won on the other's home 
field earlier in the season), started off as many had 
thought it would - as a pitcher's duel between Ellzy and 
Martins Ferry's Shaye DeLeonardis. 

The two aces put goose eggs on the scoreboard through 
four innings before Purple Riders sophomore Mercedez 
McLeod took Ellzy deep to left field for a home run lead
ing off the top of the fifth. 

"It was a good pitch," Ellzy said of the 1-1 offering to 
McLeod. "She was ready for it. She's a good hitter. You 
can't take that away from her. It was my mistake. I 
should've pitched around her." 

One run looked good at that point as DeLeonardis, the 
Purple Riders' junior hurler, had allowed one hit and three 
baserunners (she walked Ellzy twice) through the first 
four inningss. 

However, the Huskies broke through in the fifth. 
With two outs, leadoff hitter Alexia Dowdle doubled to 

the left-field corner. Ashley Heavilin followed with a sin
gle to center to tie the contest as Lindsey Dowdle raced 
home. Shianne Nameth found herself in an 0-2 hole after 
her towering foul popup fell untouched behind the plate. 
The junior made the Purple Riders pay as she smacked the 
next pitch to deep left-center for a double as Alexia Dow
dle and Heavilin scored easily for a 3-1 advantage. 

"I just knew I needed to be clutch," Nameth said of her 
game-winning hit. "A base hit is what I was going for at 
least, but I got lucky and hit a gap." 

She said winning the title for her senior teammates was 
a really good feeling. • 

"It means a lot because I know Katie and the other girls 
had been here for three years," Nameth added. "I knew 
she ·(Katie) wanted it really bad. Her pitching has got us 
through the worst times, so I just wanted to make this 
memorable for her." 

Ellzy had all the confidence in her teammates. 
"We had to score a run to win anyway," she admitted. 

"I knew we could come back. I had faith in them." 
The championship was the Huskies' second. Their first 

canie in 2009. 
For Martins Ferry, which was trying to claim its fourth 

crown and first since 2011, the setback temporarily halted 
a streak in which the Purple Riders (12-9) had won 11 of 
I 3 games after starting 1-6. 

"We weren't hitting the ball real well and we couldn't 
get a bunt down," Martins Ferry coach Paige Williams 
said. "We made some mistakes in the field and you can't 
do that against a quality team like Harrison Central.'' 

Both teams resume regular-season action this week 
before Division III sectional tournament action begins. 

"We could see them again down the road," Bethel 
noted. 

CRUSADERS 
Continued from page B 1 
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MONARCHS 
Continued from page Bl 

!or Lane who looked like 
she had a sure RBI single 
to cut off another. That 
gave the Monarchs the life 
they needed. 

Top-seeded John Mar
shall turned that momen
tum in four fifth-inning 
runs and ultimately a 4-2 
victory that represents its 
fourth consecutive confer
ence crown. 

"She's a very good 
player for us and she made 
a couple really nice plays," 
JM (21-6) coach Ed West 
said. "I've got four out
fielders I think are as good 
as any in the valley and I 
can put any of them out 
there and they will do a 
good job. 

"Maggie did it two 
times and that's two runs 
they didn't get. 

"Huge plays." 
Big Red (14-7) starter 

Hayley Stamps had held 
the Monarchs scoreless 
through four, but the bats 
came alive in the fifth. 
Coupled with four errors, it 
spelled doom. 

Jess Kinnick led off with 
a single but was erased on 
a force play. Steubenville 
tried to turn two on batter 
Bobbie Hall and threw the 
ball away, allowing her to 
advance to second. 

Carli Lightner' s high 
pop into shallow right field 
was misplayed, allowing 
courtesy runner Morgan 
Vucelik to score and cut 
the deficit to 2-1. 

Jackie Gellner followed 
with a hard-hit, run-scoring 
single that scooted past the 
Big Red center fielder and 
rolled to the wall and tied 
the game. Kaylor then got 
in the act with a run-pro
ducing hit, but the damage 
was compounded when the 
ball raced under the glove 
of the left fielder and also 
went to the wall, putting 
the Monarchs ahead 3-2 
and permitting her to go all 
the way to third. Alyssa 
Blake grounded to third 
and was retired, but Kaylor 
sped home and got under 

smiling as his players posed knocked in pinch runner made with a leaping grab 
mith tl,,,. ,-.lrnmnlrmr.hin h!lr,L h,forl,hr ~llPtr~lf o1vimt ~rr ~hn,rr-> thP fpnrP 



,cu:ii.., uw J. guL iucxy ano rut a gap," 
She said winning the title for her senior teammates was a really good feeling. 
"It means a lot because I know Katie and the other girls had been here for three years," Nameth added. "I knew she ·(Katie) wanted it really bad. Her pitching has got us through the worst times, so I just wanted to make this memorable for her." 
Ellzy had all the confidence in her teammates. 
"We had to score a run to win anyway," she admitted. "I knew we could come back. I had faith m them." The championship was the Huskies' second. Their first came in 2009. 
For Martins Ferry, which was trying to claim its fourth crown and first since 2011, the setback temporarily halted a streak in which the Purple Riders (12-9) had won 11 of 13 games after starting 1-6. 
"We weren't hitting the ball real well and we couldn't get a bunt down," Martins Ferry coach Paige Williams said. "We made some mistakes in the field and you can't do that against a quality team like Hanison Central." Both teams resume regular-season action this week before Division ill sectional tournament action bei,iEs. "We could see them again down the road,' Bethel noted. 

CRUSADERS 
Co11ti11uedfrom page BJ 

smiling as his players posed 
with the championship hard
ware on Ben's Field. 

"Our kids, they battle. 
They never make it easy (for 
the other team), no matter 
wliat" 

The championship - the 
seventh in school history -
goes along with the Cru
saders' regular-season 
crown. 

"We feel good because 
we earned what we have," 
Dicarlo said. "The two 
teams we beat (in the 
OVAC Tournament) had a 
combined record of 28-7. 
So, I couldn't be more 
prouder of our kids for beat
mg two goO;d teams." 

Shadyside head coach Jil
lian Ongley was left to won
der what might had been for 
her squad, which entered the 
game winners of nine 
straight. 

knocked in pinch runner 
Mnddy Metcalf, giving SCC 
a 2-1 lead. 

With ducks on the pond, 
and still one away, Fran 
Capaldi lofted a shot to shal
low center. Shadyside center 
fielder Kenzie Fielding, 
shortstop Karly Klug and 
Weaver, playing second all 
came in to try to make a 
play. The ball fell, however, 
allowing Daley to score, 
making the score 3-1. 

Making matters worse for 
the Tigers, Weaver was hurt 
on the play. She laid on the 
field for almost 15 minutes 
beinJl attend to before being 
earned off. She dido 't 
return. 

In the fifth, Steubenville 
Catholic knocked on the left 
field door three times, only 
to be denied all three times 
by Benedetta, who made 
three excellent catches one 

advance fo second. 
Carli Lightner's high 

pop into shallow right field 
was misplayed, aT!owing 
courtesy runner Morgan 
Vucelik to score and cut 
the deficit to 2-1. 

Jackie Gellner followed 
with a hard-hit, run-scoring 
single that scooted past the 
Big Red center fielder and 
rolled to the wall and tied 
the game. Kaylor then got 
in the act with a run-pro
ducing hit, but the damage 
was compounded when the 
bail raced under the glove 
of the left fielder and also 
went to the wall, putting 
the Monarchs ahead 3-2 
and permitting her to go all 
the way to third. Alyssa 
Blake grounded to third 
and was retired, but Kaylor 
sped home and got under 

made with a leaping grab 
above the fence. 

Fielding Jed off the 
Shadyside sixth by sending 
a shot to center. Mirabella 
made a spectacular catch, 
though, saving a probable 
double. Two batters later, 
Sarah Dierkes hit a shot to 
left no one caught It cleared 
the fence, bring the Tigers to 
within one, 4-3. 

"I told her I really have 
confidence when she came 
up to bat," Ongley said. 
"Nine times out of 10 she 
puts the ball in play." 

Just when it looked like 
the Tigers had some 
momentum, the Crusaders 
squashed it with an explo
sion in the bottom half of 
the sixth. They had six hits 
and scored all of their runs 
with one out. Bertoia and 
Daley both knocked in two 
with their base knocks. "We hung with them," 

she said. "Until the last 
innin~ it was still a close 
game.~' 

Lindsey Dunn singled in 
Kaitlyn Weaver in the top of 
the first giving the Tigers 
(12-4) an early advantage. 
The Crusaders (17-2), how
ever, turned the tide quickly 
in the bottom of the inning. 

Fighting for Justice 

With one out, Brittany 
Bertoia reached second on 
an error. The next batter, 
Alex McComb reached on 
another miscue. AshLynne 
Daley then walked to load 
the bases. 

A wild pitch by Shadyside 
starter Megan Heagney 
allowed Bertoia to score, 
:ring the game. Then, a bunt 
smgle by Shayna Mirabella 
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J.~; Cha~1bers I-470_Sports Complex. 
... Belhure St. John 1s ~ very good team nod Jerry (Mag
ist10) does a great Job with them and to beat them to win a 
cha~pio.nsh,(P. is a special thing," Madonna coach Cris 
Conli su1d. fh1s team has worked very hard to accom
phsh this and I am ve1y proud of them." 

_The Blue Dons got the scoring started in the second 
with the be~efit of one base hiL Aubrey Platek kicked it 
off with a srngle to Jett, stole second and went to third on 
tl sacrifice bunt. 

After Kaczmarek wus hit by a pitch and took second 
Sarah Travglino chased home the first run with a sacrific~ 
bunt, with Kaczmarek coming around to score as Travgli
no reached on an enw for a 2-0 lead. 

St John mistak~s paved the way for more Madonna 
runs rn the thll'd With a leadoff walk and an e1rnr leading 
ton two-run Platek double to deep left that made it 4-0. 

A sacnfice bunt, another. error and two wild pitches 
added to the m1se1y for the F1ghtmg lnsh as the lead grew 
to 6-0 after three. For the second consecutive inning 
P1')/ek's hit 1yas the only one of a big uprising. 

Commg m we knew that Madonna had a good pitcher 
and could hit the ball and that we were not going to be 
able to make errors," Magistro said. "We have been bat
tlmg errors and mental mistakes all season Jong and it's 
hard to Will when you are jittery going onto the field." 

Madonna got the bats going in the fourth, pushing 
acrns_s thre_e more runs with five hits, including doubles by 
wrnnmg pllcher Taylor Thompson and Montana Mascio. 
Gasdova chased home a run with a fielder's choice while 
two more came around on Kaczmarek's base hit that made it 9-0. 

Magistro's Irish finally made a little noise in the fifth 
using a walk, _an error and a passed ball to put runners at 
second and th1_rd with one out. However, Gasvoda fanned 
the next two hitters to end the threat. 

SI. John got on the board in the sixth thanks to its first 
three hits, back-_tO-back dou_bl_es off the bats of losing 
p_11cher. Kate Lovrnsk1 and Canlrn Sliva and a run-scoring 
srngle lrom Gilli Johnson that trimmed the deficit to 9-2. 

Another two-run srngle by Kaczmarek in the sixth fol
lowed_ a pair of hit batters, an error and a pair of passed balls lor an I 1-2 upperhand. 

"We did the little things and we hit the ball very well " 
Conti added. 'The girls did an outstanding job running the 
bases, Katie pllched the ball very well and we made plays 
on defense. You can't ask for much more than that 

"Thi.s is ~ v~ry ,nice win ~or us. Along with ~£nning a 
champ1011sh1p II gives us a little momentum heading into the scctmnals next week." 

Magistro was pleased with how is kids did not give up and battled late. . 
_"I felt like we were pretty well prepared for them after 

a few days, but we JUSI could not get anythino going early 
o~ m1d_made t~ many mental mistakes," he Said. "But the 
glf~S d!d not give up when it was 9.0 and we got some solid hlls late . 
. "It was just a shame we didn't hit the ball like that ear

lier. But_ hopefully the way we played late will carry over 
a lrttle blt rnto tournament time.' 

BELLAIRE 
Cv111i1111edfro111 page BJ 

111e roundlripper, Apple
gai1h' s fou11h of the season, 
broke up a pitching duel 
between River's Rasey 
Romick and Bellaire' s 
Sarah McAninch. The two 
hurlers had posted four 
shutout innings each until 
the blast that just cleared 
the fence in left field. 

"! got lucky when Han
nah walked through the 
doors of Bellaire High 
School," Bellaire couch 
Melissa Lahna said. "She's 
a hitter and she's all game. 

"I've never been more 
proud of a group of girls. 

.JO sue,, 

CUI 111\lltt; 
l'IJ'.\l 1 

\\I' I l ! 1 • 1 I'•, 

Our record (I 0-11) is a lit
tle deceiving. We went 
from bein~ fifth (last) Sun
day mornrng and not even 
being in the tournament to 
winning it all. 

"The three seniors set a 
goal last year after we sat in 
the parking lot and said 
goodbye to (then-senior) 
Mackenzie Conroy when 
our season ended. They 
made a goal there that the,): 
weren't going to stop unlil 
they got a banner. Obvious
ly, they came through on 
their promises." 

However, it was under
classmen that did the dam
age. While Apple$arth had 
the game-winnrng hit, 
McAninch, just a sopho
more, did the damage inside 
the circle. She scattered 
four hits, struck out five 
and walked none. 

"Sarah pitched a heckuva 
game," Lahna prnised. "She 
was on her 'A game today 
and we played well behind 
her." 

River had only two 
baserunners get to second 
base. Haylec Bowers sin
gled leading off the second 
and was sacrificed to sec
ond by Emelie Heater. 
However, she would 
advance no further as 
McAninch toughened up 
and retired the next two bat
ters. 

The Pilots threatened 
again in the sixth as 
Mackenzie Marshall and 
Bowers rapped back-to
back singles with two outs. 
McAninch ended that with 
an inning-ending ground
out. 

Romick pitched well 
enough to wm. She fanned 
half-a-dozen, walked one 
and spaced out five hits. 
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Tom Bechtel OVAC Softbail Championship 

Martins -Ferry ral I ies 
to stun St. C. in 4A 
By SETH STASKEY 
llmes Leader Sports Editor 

ELM GROVE - Martins Ferry hasn't won an OV AC softball 
title since 2011. • 

There were multiple points of this season and even during 
Wednesday afternoon's game where it looked 
like the drought would be extended. 

But. as they've done many times over the "IT WAS a 
last few weeks after a slow start to the season, 
the Purple Riders simply found a way. 

By scoring all four of their runs in their 
'final two at-bats, Martins Ferry avenged two 
early season losses, knocked top-seeded St. 
Clairsville from the ranks of the unbeaten and 
positioned itself to end its conference title 
drought thanks to a cherished 4-3. victory on 
Lisa's Field at the J.B. Chambers I-4 70 
Youth Sports Complex during the Tom 
Bechtel OV AC Softball Championship Class 
4A semifinal • 

total team 
effort against 
one heck of a 
team. we· had 
to fight all the 
way to the end 
for this one." 
- Paige wnn.m,, 
Ferry Head Coach -

"It was a total team effort against one heck of a team," Ferry 
head coach Paige Williams said. "We had to fight all the way to 
the end for this one." 

Meanwhile, St Clairsville head coach Rachel Duncan was left 
to deliver her first post-game speech after a loss this season and 
wonder what might have been. 

"We definitely weren't dominating today and didn't show our 
potential on the field, in any regard, re_aUy," Duncan said. "We left 

SECTION 

C 
Thursday, 

April30,2015 

MARTINS 
FERRY'S Tyrah 
King slides Into . 
second base 
ahead of the tag 
of St. Clairsville 
shortstop 
Michaela Miller 
during 
Wednesday's 
OVAC Class 4A 
semifinal. 
Umpire Randy 
Whitlatch Is 
looking on. The 
Purple Riders 
rallied with three 
runs In the sev
enth to beat St. 
C., 4:3_ 

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH 



pote~tial~;;-tii~-lield;-i~-;ny ~~g;ni~really,'-' Duncan said. "We left ~ .,,..-
' See, FERRY, Page C2 
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River tops 
Monroe in 
3Asemi 
By KIM NORTH 
llmes Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - For the first 
time in Dave Wright's 12-year 
tenure as head coach of the River 
softball team, the Pilots have navi
gated their way to the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Class 2A cham
pionship game. 

Wednesday afternoon on sun
baked Ben's Field at the J.B. 
Chambers 1-4 70 Youth Sports 
Complex, River (17-4) spotted 
Monroe Central a 3-0 lead before 
rallying for a 5-3 victory. 

With the come-from-behiml tri
umph. the third-seeded Pilots will 
now meet No. 4 Bellaire (9-10) 
Saturday for the title. The Big Reds 
up,el No. I Buckeye Trail Tuesday 
afternoon, 8-1. 

Erin Miller gave the Seminoles 
their 3-0 margin when she blasted a 
drive well over the left-center fence 
with two runners aboard and two 
out. However, Monroe Central 
would only have one other ba.serun
ner - that being Miller who dou
bled with one out in the seventh -
as Rasey Romjck retired I 7 straight 
batters. 

"Rasey pitched a whale of a 
game,'' Wright praised. "She kept 
the ball down and did everything we 
a.sked of her. 

"Erin really tattooed that ball and 
when you spot a team three runs, it's 

.;f: __ ,. - :4'l"\ , • "~: Har~ison reaches 
~-/4~~.-'.,1 . ~ ~J-_ , ~ 4A title game, 5-1 

~•". jg;,_ •·~£~ -~ By KIM NORTH 
" . , -~ _f-·'j/lJ~T~_ ,' \\ ', llmes Leader Sports Writer 
'(~"'~~~,_,_}. ~~y,-4 ,.,..-~ "' ·~"' \>Wt,, 

~ . .,,,,,._., • ~ , ~ ELM GROVE - Harrison Central has been knocking 
on the door to the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class 
4A championship for three straight years. The Huskies 
hope to knock it down on their fourth attempt. 

·"'·I'~-

""' 
~:, 

i\:f;··,:,~:::,. ' - ' ~ .. 
--,;;·~~ ~:: 4' 

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH 
RIVER'S Rosie Remick (14) is mobbed by teammate Emslie Heater 
(with mask) as shortstop Hayles Bowers joins the celebration follow
ing the Pilots' 5-3 victory over Monroe Central Tuesday night on 
Ben's Field. 

tough, but we stuck with it" 
River got two of those runs back 

in the bottom of the first inning 
when Romick and Monica Curtis 
collected back-to-back leadoff dou
bles. Curtis would score on Madi 
Taylor's two-out infield single. 

The Pilots took the lead for good 
in the second as Curtis chased one 

home on a groundout and Mackenzie 
Marshall singled in the other for a 4-
3 edge. 

River tacked on an insurance run 
thanks to some shoddy fielding by 
the Seminoles in the fifth inning. 

"Errors hurt us very badly," 

See, RIVER, Page C2 

Wednesday night on Ben's Field at the J.B. Chambers 
1-470 Youth Sports Complex, third-seeded Harrison 
Central upset No. 2 Meadowbrook, 5-1, to advance to 
Saturday morning's I 0:30 encounter with Buckeye 8 
rival Martins Ferry. which ended St. Clairsville's unbent-

See, HARRISON, Page C2 

, 
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T--L Photo/KJM NORTH 
HARRISON CENTRAL'S Katie Ellzy pulls into 
third base with a stand-up triple during 
Wednesday's OVAC Class 4A semifinal against 
Meadowbrook. The Huskies prevailed, 5--1. 

Five things to look for in draft's first round 
CHICAGO (AP) - Commissioner opening roum.L wants or needs is a slew of prospects with respond or react." Raiders coach Jack Del 
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Continued from Page 81 

en run in the other semifinal. 
"I'm proud of the girls," Harrison 

Central head coach Donnie Bethel said. 
"This is the third straight year we've made 
the championship• game. Hopefully, this 
year will being something we'll remember 
for a long time." 

The Huskies have lost title tilts to 
Buckeye Local twice and Steubenville last 
season. 

In moving to the championship for the 
fourth consecutive season, the Huskies 
(12-4) rode the hot arm and bat of senior 
Katie Ellzy. 

The Robert Morris University recruit 
struck out a dozen Colts - including the 
first five - and walked just one, that 
being intentional. She scattered half-a
dozen hits, with half of them being of the 
infield variety. 

"Katie was dominant early on and then 
they started getting to her a little," Bethel 
noted. "Then she was dominant at the 
end." 

She also helped herself at the plate with 
three hits. With Harrison Central holding a 
slim 1-0 edge in the top of the fifth, 
Lindsey Dowdle and Alexia Dowdle drew 
back-to-back leadoff walks. Ashley 
Heavilin sacrificed both up a base and 
Shianne Nameth's solid single up the mid-

die plated Lindsey Dowdle. After Nameth 
swiped second with no throw, Ellzy rifled 
a two-run triple to the right field corner as 
the margin grew to 4-1. 

"That was a big hit by Katie," Bethel 
said. 

"I'm not sure why they pitched to her in 
that situation with an open base, but thank 
you.'' 

Joelle Jones' single in the seventh made 
it 5-1. 

Nameth and Ellzy teamed for six hits 
between them. 

"They are our two big guns and we 
expect that out of them," Bethel added. 
"We got some key contributions from oth
ers though." 

Ellzy lost her shutout'bid in the sixth 
when pinch-hitter Taylor DeLong singled 
in a run with two outs. 

Harrison Central and Martins Ferry split 
their two-game regular season, with each 
winning on the other team's home ·field. 

Linescore: 
Harrison Central 01 O 030 1 - 5 1 O 0 
Meadowbrook ooo 001 a - 1 6 a 
HC-Ellzy wp (12K, 1 BB) and Jones; Namelh 

3S, rbi; Ellzy 2S, T, 2rbi; Jones S, rbi 
M-Gress Ip (OK, 288), Stillion (3), (3K, 

288), Modro (7), (1 K, 088) and Tatgenhorst; 
Modro T; T. Delong S, rbi 

• Bridgeport·-----------
continued from Page 81 

we' II come back and try to start getting 
things in order for the tournament." 

The same holds true for Patrick Wells. 
The Beallsville head coach, too, is eyeing 
postseason play, though Wednesday's 
game didn't do much to help in prepara
tions. Dyson had plenty to do with that. 

"We just have to put the ball in play 
and try to build on that," said Wells, 
whose team welcomes Frontier on Friday. 

"We've been playing fairly decent late
ly. Our defense hasn't hurt us. But if you 
don't put the ball in play, you're not going 

bility," he said. 
The Bulldogs (14-7) blew things open 

with a 5-run second. 
Bass and McGrath reached base with 

one out. Then, with Bass having stole sec
ond and third, QJ Williams·flew out to left 
scoring Bass. Dyson, Andrew Hadzima, 
Jeremiah Booker, Patrick Britton and 
Chance Watson all laced consecutive sin
gles which helped result in three more runs 
and an 8-0 Bridgeport lead. 

Hadzima and Booker drove in runs in 
t'ha ti.; .. ,-l .....,,.1~•--~ •J...- n~~- 1 T\ 1 "1"1..:--
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• Ferry------- • Draft 
Continued from Page 81 

10 baserunners on, made five errors and that absolutely 
can't happen. We've talked about bringing our best all 
week and we didn't show our best today." 

Next up for Ferry is a rubbermarch with Harrison 
Central, which ousted Meadowbrook in the second 4A 
semifinal. That game is scheduled for Saturday morning 
at 10:30. 

"The last time we got in (the OVAC tournament) and 
won the (semifinal) we had to fight tooth and nail for that, 
too," Williams said. "Apparently, we're slow starters." 

As has been the case time and time again this season 
for the Riders, they dug themselves an early hole. 

After St. C. ace Adrian Smith pitched around a Tyrah 
King single in the first by fanning the side, the hard-hit
ting Red Devils went to work. 

They scored three runs in the home half, which normal
ly is more than plenty for Smith, who is committed to St. 
John's University. . . 

But, the Red Devils missed an opportunity for more 
when they left two in scoring position. Stranding runners 
became a theme of the game for the Red Devils. 

"We didn't put our heads down and kept playing," 
Williams said. "Shaye (DeLeonardis) hung in there on the 
mound for us." 

Though the Riders failed to score until the sixth, they 
only went in order in the fifth. They had runners in scor
ing position in the first four innings and multiple runners 
aboard in every inning except the third. 

Kady Webb drew a one-out walk in the sixth and 
moved up 60 feet when sophomore Mercedez McLeod 
was plunked with a pitch. After a strikeout, freshman 
Amanda Jacob ripped a single into left, scoring Webb to 
make it 3-1. 

After DeLeonardis, who was brilliant after the first 
inning, worked out of a jam in the home half of the sixth, 

• the Riders' offense went back to work. 
Ninth-hitter Krissy Hotlosz roped a single into left to 

start the rally. Sydney Bridges followed by ripping the 
next pitch into the left-center gap for a RBI triple. 

Two hitters later, King dropped down a beautiful bunt 
up the first-base line, which allowed Bridges to race 
home. On the play, King raced to second after St. C. com
mitted its third error. 

McLeod provided the two-out lightning when she belt
ed a single down the third-base line, driving home King. 

"I told Krissy before her at-bat that I didn't care how 
she got (to first) and Sydney has been one of our best hit
ters all year, so for her to come up with a triple ... what 

Continued from Page 8· 

mature and they becom, 
great people, great citizens 
great husbands and grea 
players. Some don't. 

"Some· that were verJ 
clean the whole time in col• 
lege and had no issues a 
all, all of a sudden theJ 
make some bad decisions 
We're still talking abou 
human beings. We're veri 
thorough in what we 'n 
doing, collecting informa
tion and then you maki 
decisions. Any time you'n 
dealing with human beings 
there is a margin for errm 
that has to be understood." 

QUARTERBACKS: 
Winston and Oregon', 
Marcus Mariota, the twc 
most recent Reisman 
Trophy winners, by far are 
the top-rated players at the 
key position. They easily 
could go first to Tampa Bay 
and second to Tennessee 
- or some team that trades 

up. 
Beyond them, any QBs 

going early would be a 
reach. Ranked next are 
Brett Hundley of UCLA, 
Bryce Petty of Baylor and, 
well, who knows? Not 
exactly the I 983 or 2004 
crop. 

POTENTIAL TRADES: 
Several personnel people 
quietly say they expect lots 
of bartering in this draft, 
particularly in the first two 
rounds. Teams dealing 
from strength would be 
Cleveland (12th and 19th) 
and New Orleans (13th and 
31st). The Browns have 
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in the other semifinal. 
proud of the girls," Harrison 
head coach Donnie Bethel said. 
the third straight year we've made 
rrpionship· game. Hopefully, this 
being something we'll remember 

~ time." 
luskies have lost title tilts to 
Local twice and Steubenville last 

ving to the championship for the 
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' edge in the top of the fifth, 
)owdle and Alexia Dowdle drew 
back leadoff walks. Ashley 
sacrificed both up a base and 

lameth's solid single up the mid-

die plated Lindsey Dowdle. After Nameth 
swiped second with no throw, Ellzy rifled 
a two-run triple to the right field corner as 
the margin grew to 4-1. 

"That was a big hit by Katie," Bethel 
said. 

"I'm not sure why they pitched to her in 
that situation with an open base, but thank 
you." 

Joelle Jones' single in the seventh made 
it 5-1. 

Nameth and Ellzy teamed for six hits 
between them. 

"They are our two big guns and we 
expect that out of them," Bethel added. 
"We got some key contributions from oth
ers though." 

Ellzy lost her shutout 'bid in the sixth 
when pinch-hitter Taylor DeLong singled 
in a run with two outs. 

Harrison Central and Martins Ferry split 
their two-game regular season, with each 
winning on the other team's home 'field. 

Line score: 
Harrison Central 010 030 1 - 5 1 O 0 
Meadowbrook 000 001 a - 1 6 a 
HC-Ellzy wp (12K, 188) and Jones; Nameth 

3S, rbi; Ellzy 2S, T, 2rbi; Jones S, rbi 
M-Gress Ip (OK, 288), Stillion (3), (3K, 

288), Modro (7), (1 K, 088) and Tatgenhorst: 
Modro T; T. Delong S, rbi 
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took care of that with a 3-run 
:ct by a 2-run homer by Bailey 
that drove in Kylil Bass, the 
erry transfer who's provided a 
Jwning's lineup. 
ertainly given us a lot of flexi-

bility," he said. 
The Bulldogs (14-7) blew things open 

with a 5-run second. 
Bass and McGrath reached base with 

one out. Then, witll Bass having stole sec
ond and third, QJ Williams·flew out to left 
scoring Bass. Dyson, Andrew Hadzima, 
Jeremiah Booker, Patrick Britton and 
Chance Watson all laced consecutive sin
gles which helped result in three more runs 
and an 8-0 Bridgeport lead. 

Hadzima and Booker drove in runs in 
the third, making tlle score 10-1. Then, in 
the fourth, Bass slapped an RBI single 
scoring Watson to cap the scoring. 

"We have a couple of guys banged up, 
but other guys are stepping in," Downing 
said. ''That's what we have to do. 

"We're just going to try and keep hit-
ting.'' 

Linescore: 
Beallsville 000 00 - O 1 2 
Bridgeport 352 1 x - 11 15 O 
Be - Sylvis Ip (1 K, 288), L.Goddard (2) (OK, 

088), Taylor (4) (OK, 388) and Mercer. 
Br - Dyson wp (11 K, 088) and Booker. 

Saldana S, rbi; McGrath HR, S, rbi; Williams 2S, 
rbi; Dyson 2S, rbi; Hadzima 2S, 2rbi; Booker 2S, 
rbi; Britton 2S, rbi; Watson S, rbi. 
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IO baserunners on, made five errors and that absolutely 
can't happen. We've talked about bringing our best all 
week aud we didn't show our best today." 

Next up for Ferry is a rubbermarch with Harrison 
Central, which ousted Meadowbrook in the second 4A 
semifinal. That game is scheduled for Saturday morning 
at 10:30. 

"The last time we got in (the OV AC tournament) and 
won the (semifinal) we had to fight tooth and nail for that, 
too," Williams said. "Apparently, we're slow starters." 

As has been the case time and time again this season 
for the Riders, they dug themselves an early hole. 

After St. C. ace Adrian Smith pitched around a Tyrah 
King single in the first by fanning the side, the hard-hit
ting Red Devils went to work. 

They scored three runs in the home half, which normal
ly is more than plenty for Smith, who is committed to St. 
John's University. 

But, the Red Devils missed an opportunity for more 
when they left two in scoring position. Stranding runners 
became a theme of the game for the Red Devils. 

"We didn't put our heads down and kept playing," 
Williams said. "Shaye (DeLeonardis) hung in there on the 
mound for us." 

Though the Riders failed to score until the sixth, tlley 
only went in order in the fifth. They had runners in scor
ing position in the first four innings and multiple runners 
aboard in every inning except the third. 

Kady Webb drew a one-out walk in the sixth and 
moved up 60 feet when sophomore Mercedez McLeod 
was plunked with a pitch. After a strikeout, freshman 
Amanda Jacob ripped a single into left, scoring Webb to 
make it 3-1. 

After DeLeonardis, who was brilliant after the first 
inning, worked out of a jam in the home half of the sixth, 
the Riders' offense went back to work. 

Ninth-hitter Krissy Hotlosz roped a single into left to 
start the rally. Sydney Bridges followed by ripping the 
next pitch into the left-center gap for a RBI triple. 

Two hitters later, King dropped down a beautiful bunt 
up the first-base line, which allowed Bridges to race 
home. On the play, King raced to second after St. C. com
mitted its third error. 

McLeod provided the two-out lightning when she belt
ed a single down the third-base line, driving home King. 

"I told Krissy before her at-bat that I didn't care how 
she got (to first) and Sydney has been one of our best hit
ters all year, so for her to come up with a triple ... what 
more could you ask for?" Williams said. 

Though Ferry had the lead, the game proved to be far 
from over. 

Talented St. C. freshman Madison Vickers singled aud 
was promptly sacrificed to second by catcher JoLynn 
Shunk. Smith then looped a ball into shallow rightfield. 
She hustled into a double, but Vickers had to put the 
brakes on third after having to make sure the ball would
n't be caught. 

Mackenzie Otto, who had a two-run hit in the first 
inning, dropped down a bunt, but Ferry put the ball in its 
hip pocket and conceded the base. DeLeonardis then post-
ed her fifth strikeout. . 

On the ensuing pitch, Amaya Smith hit a sinking liner 
to right, which Jacob raced in to catch, setting off the 
Purple celebration. 

"We have to deal with what this (loss) i's and we have 
to rely on what we have on this team," Duncan said. "We 
have the ability, we have good team unity and the talent. 
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mnke it 3-I. • 
After DeLeonardis, who was brilliant after the first 

inning, worked out of a jara in the home half of the! sixth, 
bility" he said • the Riders' offense went back to work. 

Th~ Bulldogs (14-7) blew things open Ninth-hitter Krissy Hotl_osz roped a single into_ left to 
with a 5-run second. start 1!1e 1'.11JY· Sydney Bndges followed bl'. nppmg the 

Bass and McGrath reached base with next pitch mto the left-center gap for a RBI triple._ 
one out Then, with Buss having stole sec- Two hitters later,_ King d~opped down a ~autiful bunt 
ond and third, QJ Williaras·flew out to left up the first-base hn_e, which allowed Bndges to race 

• B D A d H d • home. On the play, King raced to second after St C. com-sconn¥ ass. yson, ~ rew . a z1ma, mitted its third error. 
Jeremrnh Booker, Patnck Bntt?n and McLeod provided the two-out lightning when she belt-
Chance _Watson all laced consecutive sin- ed a single down the third-base line, driving home King. 
gles which he!ped result IIl three more runs "I told Krissy before her.at-bat that I didn't care how 
and an 8-0 Bndgeport lead. . . she got (to first) and Sydney has been one of OIJ.f best hit-

Hadz1ma a~d Booker drove m runs !n ters all year, so for her to come up with a triple ... what 
the third, making the score I 0-1. Th~n, m more could you ask for?'' Williaras said. 
the ~ourth, Bass slapped an. RBI smgle Though Ferry had the lead, the garae proved to be far 
sconng Watson to cap the sconng. from over. . 

"We have a couple of guys banged up, Talented St C. freshman Madison Vickers singled and 
but other guys are stepping In," Downing was promptly sacrificed to second by catcher JoLynn 
said. "That's what we have to do. Shul]k. Smith then looped a ball into shallow rlghtfield. 

"We're just going to try and keep hit- She hustled into a double, but Vickers had to put the 
ting." brakes on third after having to make sure the ball would-

Linescore: n 't be caught. . 
Beallsville 000 DO - . O 1 ·2 Mackenzie Otto, who had a two-ruri hit in the first 
Bridgeport 3521x-11 15 O • • ctr dd b t b tF ttheball" its Be - SyMs Ip (1 K, 288), LGoddard (2) (OK, ~g. oppe own a un , u erry pu . m 

0BB), Taylor (4) (OK, 388) and Mercer. hip pocket and conceded the base. DeLeonardts then post-
Br - Dyson wp (11 K, 088) and Booker. ed her fifth strikeout. , 

Saldana s, rbl: McGrath HR, S, rbl; Williams 2S, On the ensuing pitch, Amaya Smith hit a sinking liner 
rbl; Dyson 2S, rbl; Hadzlma 2S, 2rbl; Booker 2S, to right, which Jacob raced in to catch, setting off the 
rb1; Britton 2S, rbl; Watson S, rbl. Purple celebration. 

BRALEN SNELL, Bellaire - Snell home
red, singled and finished with two RBI In an 
OVAC semifinal against Llnsly. 

BRENNON. CONROY, Bellaire - Controy 
doubled and knocked In two runs In the OVAC 
win against the Cadets. 

KALEB BAIRE, Martins Ferry - Balre 
homered, sllced three singles and had four 
RBI against Barnesville. 

HUNTER WESTLAKE, Bellaire - Westlake 
had a solo homer and a slngle against Unsly. 

MATT WITHROW, Union Local - Withrow 
tripled, singled and had two RBI against 
Buckeye Local. 

BRANDON PANEPUCCI, Buckeye Local -
Panepuccl had two singles and an RBI against 
Union Local . 

LOGAN STARR, Harrison Central - Siarr 
shined with three singles and two RBI vs. 
Indian Creek. 

CHAD ALLEMAN, Monroe Central -
Alleman singled and drove In three In the 
Seminoles' victory at PNC Park against 
Kennedy Catholic. 

TYLER REDISH, Harrison Central -
Redslh laced two singles and knocked In three 
against lndlan Creek. 

TREY DUFFY, Duffy had two single and 
three RBI against Kennedy Catholic at PNC 
Park. 

LUCAS ROBB, Union Local - Robb iacd 
three slngfles against Martins Ferry. 

T J JACOB, Martins Ferry - Jacob had a 
triple end two RBI vs. Union Local. · 

"We have to deal with what this Ooss) is and we have 
to rely on what we have on this teara," Duncan said. "We 
have the ability, we have good teara unity and the talent 
We can't let this Ooss) defeat us eternally. We have to 
have confidence in ourselves and bounce back." 

Adrian Smith finished with 14 strikeouts. Kaley 
Garloch had a single, double and a RBI for the Red 
Devils. 

KµJg had three of the.Riders' seven hits. 
St. ·clairsville will attempt to bounce back today 

against Harrison Central in a make-up garae. 
Linescore: 
Martins Ferry Ooo 001 3 - 4 7 0 
St. Clairsville 300 000 O - 3 8 5 
MF: Deleonardis wp (5K, 388) and Hotiosz. Bridges T, rbl; 

King 3S, rbl: McLeod S, rbl: Jacob$, rbl. 
Ste: Smith Ip (141<, .388) and Shunk. Miller D; Vickers T, 2S: 

Smtth D: Otto S, RBI; Garloch S, D, 2rbi. 

• River---'--------
Continued from Page B1 

Monroe Central head coach Missy Hooper said. "You 
take away those errors, they don't get those girls on and 
they don't score those runs." 

Romick finished with 11 strikeouts and no buse-on
balls. She allowed four hits in the I-hour, 16-minute con
test. She also rapped a pair of doubles. 

"I watched Bellaire play against Buckeye Trail and 
they impressed me," Wright noted. "They hit the ball real
ly well and their pitcher did a good job." 

River has· never won an OV AC softball title. Bellaire 
bus five, uie lust coming in 2003. 

Linescore: 
Monroe Central 300 ODO 0 - 3 4 4 
River 220 010 x - 5 6 0 
MC-l.oQston Ip (SK, 188) and Kuhn; Miller D, HR, 3rbl 
R-RomTck wp (11 K, 088) and M. Marshall: Remick 20; Curtis 

D, 2rbl; M. Marshell S, rbl; Ta~lor S, rbi 

reach. Ranked next arc 
Brett Hundley of UCLA, 
Bryce Petty of Baylor and, 
well, who knows? Not 
exactly the 1983 or 2004 
crop. • 

POTENTIAL TRADES: 
Several personnel people 
quietly say they expect lots 
of Iiartering in this draft, 
·particularly in the first two 
rounds. Teams dealing 
from strength would be 
Cleveland ( 12th and I 9th) 
and New Orleans (13th and 
31st). The Browns have 
their own pick and 
Buffalo's, the Saints own 
theirs and Seattle's for 
Jimmy Grahara. 

Speculation on possible 
dealers has centered on 
Philadelphia's Chip Kelly, 
who coached Mariota in 
college; San Diego, which 
can't seem to get quarter
back Philip Rivers interest
ed in a contract extension; 
and the Seahawks, who 
would like to climb back 
into the opening round. 

RUNNING ON EMPTY: 
Running backs have not 
been a top commodity in 
recent drafts us the NFL has 
gone pass craH. Teams 
tend to look for ball carriers 
in later rounds, but this 
draft has a strong group. 

Will Todd Gurley of 
Georgia break into the 
Thursday festivities now 
that he has a clean bill of 
health after a major knee 
injury? Will 2,000-yard 
man Melvin Gordon go on 
opening night? 

Other names to think 
about as the draft goes 
deeper: Miami's Duke 
Johnson, Indiana's Tevin 
Coleman, Boise State's Jay 
Ajayi, Nebraska's Ameer 
Abdullah, Alabama's T.J. 
Yeldon, and Mlchig.an 
State's Jeremy Langford. 

DEFENSE, DEFENSE: 
A high priority almost cer
tainly will be placed on the 
defensive side of the ball in 
the first round, even If Ray 
and Gregory plummet. 
Such standouts us linemen 
Leonard William·s of 
Southern Cal, Danny 
Shelton of Washington, 
Arlk Annstead of Oregon, 
and Malcom Brown of 
Texas should go. BRADY TREHERNE., Barnesville -

Treherne tripled, singled •nd plated a run vs. 
Meadowbrook. 

NATHAN STEELE, Bellaire - Steele 
tripled and singled vs. Harrison Central. 

•Pirates~------------
DUSTIN REDISH, Harrison Central -

Redish tripled, singled and drove In three 
against Bellaire. 

BRENDAN BAIRE, Martins Ferry - Baire 
had 1'1!_o_~n.Q~S_'!f1_d '!'1 RBI vs. Bern_esvlile._ 

continued from Page B1 

striking out eight and 
lowering his ERA to I. 76. 
The right-hander is 6-0 in 
-!- ------ -· • • • ·• 

Chicago's lone run. 
Chicago's Kyle 

Hendricks (~-!) al_l?W~d 

Mccutchen, who was bat
ting . I 7 I before he broke 
open a 3-_I _ga111e _with the 
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OVAC softball tournament pairings set .. 
• Semifinals to be played Tuesday, Wednesday at J.B. Chambers 1-470 Youth Sports Qomplex 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

WHEELING - Some things 
never change. Take for example, 
the Ohio Valle.y Athletic 
Conference Tom Bechtel Softball 
Championships. • 

When the final regular-season 
standings were released late 
Sunday night, five defending 
champions were among the play
off field. They include John 
Marshall (Class 5A); 
Steubenville (Class 4A); 
;,teubenville Catholic (Class 3A), 

Wheeling Central (Class 2A) and 
St. John Central (Class 1 A). 
However, two new champions are 
assured in Class 4A and Class 3A 
as Steubenville has bumped up to 
Class SA and Steubenville 
Catholic dropped back down to 
Class 2A. 

Semifinals in all five divisions 
will be contested Tuesday and 
Wednesday on Field 3 (Lisa's 
Field) and Field 4 (Ben's Field) 
at the J.B. Chambers I-470 Youth 
Sports Complex in Elm Grove. 
Five games will be played each 
night The championship games 

mined. 
In Class 5A, the three-time 

defending champion Monarchs 
( 19-6) are the No. 1 seed and will 
meet fourth-seeded Wheeling 
Park (12-11) at 7:45 p.m. 
Wednesday in the nightcap of a 
tripleheader on Lisa's Field. The 
other semi has Jefferson County 
rivals - No. 2 Indian Creek (9-
4) and No. 3 Steubenville (11-6) 
- squaring off just prior to the 
JM-WP game at 6. 

St. Clairsville ( 16-0) earned 
are scheduled for Saturday at the the top seed in Class. 4A, and 
same site with times to be deter- deservedly so as head coach 

Rachel Dunt an' s Red Devils 
have steamrolled through the 
competition thus far. They are 
paired with Buckeye 8 rival 
Martins Ferry (9-8), whi~h 
slipped past Oak Glen and Edison 
for the final spot after starting the 
season at 1-6. The two will kiok 
off Wednesday's three games on 
Lisa's Field at 4:15 p.m. The 
other Class 4A semi is set for 
7:15 Wednesday on Ben's Field 
and pits No. 2 Meadowbrook 
(13-2) and third-seeded Harrison 
Central (I 0-4 ). 

Saa, OVAC, Page 82 
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In Class 3A, Buckeye Trail (12-2) topped· the field and will play No. 4 Bellaire (8-9) at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday on Ben's Field. The Big Reds edged past Shenandoah for the final playoff spot. Monroe County rivals River (15-4) and Monroe Central (I 0-5) meet in the other semi at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday on Ben's Field. The Pilots are the No. 2 seed. The Seminoles No. 3. 
Steubenville Catholic (14-2) captured the No. I seed in Class 2A and will play fourth-seeded Bridgeport (14-4) Tuesday at 6 p.m. on Lisa's Field. The other semifmal -between second-seeded Wheeling Central (17-5) and No. 3 Shadyside (I 0-3) - will follow at 7:45. In Class !A, top-seeded Madonna (I 1-5) faces No. 4 Paden City (8-10) at 7:15 p.m. Tuesday on Ben's Field, while No. 2 Bishop Donahue (9-6) tangles with thirdseeded St. John Central (6-8) Tuesday on Lisa's Field at 4:15 p.m. 

Also this weekend, the OV AC Baseball Championhips will be contested at two sites. 
On Friday at the I-470 J.B. Chambers Youth Sports Complex in Elm Grove, No .. 3 Fort Frye and fourth-seeded Bellaire - both upset winners last weekend - kick off a doubleheader in the Class 3A game at 5 p.m. The Class I A game between No. I Paden City and secondseeded Bishop Donahue is set for 7:30. On Saturday at Vaccaro Field in Steubenville, Class 4A rivals St. Clairsville and Harrison Central open a threegame set at I I a.m. The Red Devils are unbeaten and the No. I seed, while the third-seeded Huskies knocked off No. 2 Edison to advance. 

The Class 2A contest between No. I Toront.o and second-seeded Caldwell follows at 1:30 p.m. Top-seeded Steubenville and No. 3 Brooke conclude the day with the Class 5A game at 4. 
North can be reached at knorth@timesleaderonline.com 



Big Red 
Floods 
Creek 
Steubenville will 
play for a crown 

By MATIHEW PEASLEE 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING Gus 
DiMarzio isn't a plumber by 
trade and bis Steubenville soft• 
ball team likely doesn't have 
experience with bathroom con
struction, but they fixed a clog in 
the seventh inning of Wednes
day's OVAC 5-A semifinal with 
county rival Indian Creek. 

Hayley Stamps, pitching in 
relief of Hannah Westlake, had 
just walked two batters after 
recording the first two outs. 
DlMarzio then gathered bis 
infielders to the circle where be 
delivered a message that was 
received loud and clear. 

"Our big sayin~ is, 'Flush it,' 
" DiMarzio srud. 'Flush the bad 
one, get the good one. And she 
did." . 

Stamps struck out the final 
batter to preserve an 8-6 victory 
and send Steubenville to a sec
ond straight Tom Bechtel OV AC 
championship game. 

"I told her to battle and be a 
bulldog," DiMarzio said. "She 
went out there and did just that" 

Last year, Big Red beat Harri
son Central in the OV AC 4-A 
title tilt. This year, Steubenville 
has moved up a classification. 

"We' re one of the smallest 5-
A schools with just 485 kids," 
DiMarzio said. "Were going up 
against schools with over 1,000 
and up to 1,200 kids. When 
you 're out here and you play like 
this, with five sophomores and 
three freshmen, you have to be 
proud of what you're getting." 

Please See BIG RED, Page I 6 

Photo by Shawn Rine 

John Marshall starting pitcher Alyssa Blake settles under a first-inning popup by Wheeling Park 
No. 4 hitter Morgan Karnell during their game Wednesday night In Wheeling. 

John Marshall Rallies By 
Wheeling Park in Sixth 
Monarchs can win 
fourth straight title 

By SHAWN RINE 
Sports Editor 

WHEELING - The celebra
tion was going to be sweet. 

After losing a pair recently to 
its top rival, Wheeling Park bad 
John Marshall right where it 
wanted it late Wednesday night 
during a Tom Bechtel OV AC 
Class 5-A softball semifinal on 
Lisa's Field at the J.B. Chambers 
1-4 70 Youth Sports Complex. 
Leading 6-1 after a three-run 
fifth, the Patriots (12-12) were in 
control against a Monarchs (20-6) 

team that had shown little offen
sively and at times seemed with· 
out emotion. 

That changed in the bottom of 
the sixth inning. 

John Marshall sent 11 batters 
to the plate including seven of the 
first eight and scored six times, 
capped by a monster three-run 
homer by Ravyn Shultz to dead
center field to emerge with a 9-6 
victory. The Monarchs will go for 
their fourth straight OV AC crown 
at 11 :30 on Saturday when they 
meet Steubenville. 

"I thought we picked up a cou
ple runs in the fifth and that kind 
of lifted our spirits a little bit," 
JM coach Ed West said. "You're 
going to have to pack a lunch to 

beat us. We're going to play 
seven innings and whatever 
comes, comes. That's all we can 
do. 

"(Schultz) is a fun kid to be 
around all the time. She's had 
some big hits for us this year, but 
that's the first time she's crushed 
it like that over the fence, and 
what a time to do it." 

Reliever Lauren Garcia kept 
the Monarchs in it with a huge 
strikeout of Kat Donzella with 
two on and two out in the top of 
the sixth with the Patriots holding 
a 6-3 advantage. Donzella had 
two doubles and two RBI to that 
point to go with an intentional 

Please See JM, Page I 6 

Ferry Stops St.C.'s Run 
Purple Riders are seeking 
first softball trophy since '11 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - Martins Ferry basn 't won 
an OVAC softball title since 2011. 

There were multiple points of this season 
and even during Wednesday's game where it 
looked like the drought would be extended. 

But, as they've done many times the last 
few weeks after a slow start to the season, 
thf' Pumle Riders frnmrl a wav. 

Clairsville from the ranks of the unbeaten 
and positioned itself to end its conference 
title drought thanks to a 4-3 victory on 
Lisa's Field at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 
Complex during the Tom Bechtel OV AC 
Softball Championship Class 4-A semifinal 

"It was a total team effort against one 
heck of a team," Ferry coach Paige Williams 
said. "We bad to fight all the way to the end 
for this one." 

Meanwhile, St. Clairsville coach Raebel 
Duncan was left to deliver her first postgame 
speech after a loss this season and wonder 
n,l-.nt _,;,..\.,t 1.-..-,,,,... 1,.,,...,....., 



r-erry ::,1ops ::,1.\, ■ - s t1un 
Purple Riders are seeking 
first softball trophy since '11 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - Martins Ferry hasn't won 
an OV AC softball title since 20 I I. 

There were multiple points of this season 
and even during Wednesday's game where it 
looked like the drought would be extended. 

Clairsville from the ranks of the unbeaten 
and positioned itself to end its conference 
title drought thanks to a 4-3 victory on 
Lisa's Field at the J.B. Chambers 1-4 70 
Complex during the Tom Bechtel OV AC 
Softball Championship Class 4-A semifinal 

"It was a total team effort against one 
heck of a team," Ferry coach Paige Williams 
said. "We had to fight all the way to the end 
for this one." 

Photo by Seth Staskey 
Martins Ferry's Mercedez Mcleod stares 
down a runner after recording an out. 

But, as they've done many times the last 
few weeks after a. slow start to the season, 
the Purple Riders found a way. 

By scoring all four of its runs in its final 
two at-bats, Martins Ferry avenged two early 
season losses, knocked top-seeded St. 

Meanwhile, St Clairsville coach Rachel 
Duncan was left to deliver her first postgame 
speech after a loss this season and wonder 
what might have been. 

"We definitely weren't dominating and 
Please See FERRY, Page 16 

River 
Downs 
Monroe 

By KIM NORTH 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - For the 
first time in Dave Wright's 
12-year tenure as coach of the 
River softball team, the Pilots 
have navigated their way to 
the Ohio Valley Athletic Con
ference Tom Bechtel Class 2-
A championship game. 

Wednesday at Ben's Field 
at the J.B. Chambers 1-4 70 
Youth Sports Complex, River 
(17-4) spotted Monroe Cen
tral a 3-0 lead before rallying 

i Huskies Take 
'Down Colts 

Photo by Kim North , 

River's Kirsten Brown slides into the tag of Monroe 
Central catcher Allison Kuhn. 
for a 5-3 victory. 

With tbe come-from-behind 
triumph, the third-seeded 
Pilots will meet No. 4 Bellaire 
(9-10) on Saturday for the 
title. The Big Reds upset No. 

I Buckeye Trail Tuesday 
afternoon, 8-1. 

Erin Miller gave the Semi
noles their 3-0 margin when 

Please See RIVER, Page 16 

By KIM NORTH 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - Harrison Central has l)een 
knocking on the door to the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference Class 4-A championship for three 
straight years. The Huskies hope to knock it 
down on their fourth attempt · 

Wednesday night on Ben's Field at the J.B. 
Chambers 1-470 Youth Sports Complex, third
seeded Harrison Central upset No. 2 Meadow
brook, 5-1, to advance to Saturday morninfs 
I 0:30 encounter with Buckeye 8 rival Martins 
Ferry, which ended St Clairsville' s unbeaten run 
in the other sernifinal. 

"I'm proud of the girls," Harrison Central 
coach Donnie Bethel said. "This is the third 
straight year we've made the championship 

Please See HISKIES, Page 16 

lil teITD.ISU Oil. 

The Nailers picked things 
up in the second, outshoot
ing Toledo 13-9 in the 
frame, but were unable to 
come up with the equaliier. 

Salrir Gill nearly provided 
it around six minutes into 
the third when his rebound 
try went up in the air and 
just missed dropping in by 
landing on top of the net. 

The Nailers kept pushing, 
and Torquato, who was com
ing off a hat trick the previ
ous night to help force the 
seventh game, was finally 
able to even t!J_ings up with 

. 7:23 left in regulation, put
ting his fourth of the series 
high glove side on Walleye 
starter Jeff Lerg (31 saves) 
after Rile/ Brace took 
advantage o a Toledo player 
breaking his stick to get 
Torquato the puck in the 
high slot. Gill had the sec-
ondary assist. . 

• • Brace had· a glorious 
chance to give Wheeling its 
first lead with a little more 
than a minute left in regula
tion, getting stopped on and 
odd-man rush then nearly 
knocking his own rebound 
home, but Lerg kept it out 
and the game went to OT for 
a second time in the series. 

The puck got past Morgan 
Ellis at the right point leav
ing Bollis and AJ Jenks on a 
2-on-1, and Bonis kept it 
himself and did not miss to 
end the series at the 2:54 
mark OT. 

Toledo will play the Fort 
Wayne Komets in the sec
ond round. 

~
············································ON THE LINE•·································~······••J

1 

Today's Results: 
Q. Do you plan lo attend any OVAC I Yes: I Ill 

• A championships this week? I No: 1 r. 

• • • 

Tomorrow's Poll: 
a. WIii you watch more than 
Just the first round of the NFL 

Draft? 

• 

Tell us what you think. 
Register your answer at 
www.thelntelllgencer.net 

(The lllSUtts of thls poll are not sclelrtlflc m:I represent only the 
opln!orrn of !11temet USffl who h!lve chosen to participate.) 

• 

~ 



T·L Photo/Al CK THORP 
BELLAlRE'S Sarah McAninch fires a 
pitch plateward Tuesday afternoon on 
Ben's Field. The Big Reds upset No. 1 
Buckeye Trail In Class 3A action. 

Bellaire 
hikes Trail 
• No. 4 Big Reds will 
meet MC-River winner 
in Saturday's 3A final 
By RICK THORP 
nmes Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - Buckeye Trail pitcher 
Hannah Smith finished with a flourish 
Tuesday, retiring the final 16 batters she 
faced. 

It was the first seven she came up against 
that proved fatal, though. 

Bellaire got to Smith for six runs before 
the Warriors could record an out in the open
ing inning en route to an 8-1 triumph in an 
OV AC Tom Bechtel Softball Championhip 
3A semifinal on Ben's Field at the J.B. 
Chambers Youth Sports Complex. 

"It was impressive," Bellaire head coach 
Melissa Lahn a remarked about her team's 
strong start. "(My team) was ready to play. 
"You always want your team to come on at 
the end of the season and we're coming on 
so that's a good thing." 

Bellaire (9-10) returns to the hillside at 
2:30 p.m. Saturday to face the winner of 
t,,.,ln,,•,., .... th,. .. ,.,.......,;+,.,.,.J t...-••-n,,...,... ... n:., ____ ,-1 

· ·~~·., 
By KYLE LUTZ 
For The nmes Leader 

ELM GROVE - The Wheeling 
Central and Shadyside Tom Bechtel 
OV AC Class 2-A semifinal game had 
drama written all over it. In the matchup 
that was played mostly under the lights 
at the J.B. Chambers 1-4 70 Youth 
Sports Complex, the fans saw a pitching 
duel where a regulation game wasn't 
enough to determine a winner. 

In the eighth inning, the Tigers broke 
a 1-1 tie on a three-run triple by fresh
man Kayla Smith to run away with a 4-
2 victory. Shadyside moves on to the 
Class 2-A championship game against 
Steubenville Catholic on Saturday. 

Wheeling Central made things inter
esting with two outs in the bottom of 
the eighth. Riley Bennington, but the 
catcher couldn't control the pitch and 

Bennington made 
it to first safely. 
The throw was late 
and Sydney 
Bennington, who 
got on base with a 
single earlier in the 
inning, took advan
tage and scored to 
make it 4-2. Tigers 
pitching held 
strong and got the 
last out on a strike-
out. 

"I just thought we 1 

Shadyside coach Jillia 
"Both teams were great 
girls, the seniors have 
them (Wheeling Centr 
two years. They want 
could tell. It was a total 
they picked each other u1 

1 A: l.rish outsc 

ST. JOHN Central's Taylor Lowe (16) slides under the tag of 
Sommer South during Class 1 A action Tuesday on Lisa's Fi 
12-10. 

One bad inning doon 
By KIM NORTH 
nmes Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - One bad 
inning spelled disaster for the 
No. 4 seed Bridgeport soft
ball team Tuesday night on 
Lisa's Field at the J.B. 
Chambers 1-4 70 Youth 
Sports Complex. 

Leading top-seeded and 
defending champion 
Steubenville Catholic 4-1 
after three-and-a-half 
: ...... : ... -- ~t-- n.,11,-1~~- /IC C\ 



T-L Photo/RICK THORP 
BELLAIRE'$ Sarah McAnlnch fires a 
pitch plateward Tuesday afternoon on 
Ben's Reid. The Big Reds upset No. 1 
Buckeye Trail In Class 3A action. 

Bellaire 
hikes Trail 
• No. 4 Big Reds will 
meet MC-River winner 
in Saturday's 3A final 
By RICK THORP 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - Buckeye Trail pitcher 
Hannah Smith finished with a flourish 
Tuesday, retiring the final I 6 batters she 
faced. 

It was the first seven she came up against 
that proved fatal, though. 

Bellaire got to Smith for six runs before 
the Warriors could record an out in the open
ing inning en route to an 8-1 triumph in an 
av AC Tom Bechtel Softball Championhip 
3A semifinal on Ben's Field at the J.B. 
Chambers Youth Sports Complex. 

"It was impressive," Bellaire head coach 
Melissa Lahna remarked about her team's 
strong start "(My team) was ready to play. 
"You always want your team to come on at 
the end of the season and we're coming on 
so that's a good thing.'' 

Bellaire (9-10) returns to the hillside at 
2:30 p.m. Saturday to face the winner of 
today's other semifinal between River and 
Monroe Central. 

The Big Reds were originally on the out
side looking in when the championship pair
ings were announced Sunday afternoon. It 
wasn't until officials learned of a discrepan
cy in Shenandoah's results that the point 
totals were changed and the Big Reds fin
ished in the Top 4 and qualified for the tour
nament. 

Lahna said her team gladly accepted the 
turn of events and was ready to show it 
belonged against the top-seeded Warriors 
(12-4). 

See, BELLAIRE, Page B2 

T-L Pholo,1{1M NOF 
ST. JOHN Central's Taylor Lowe (16) slides under the tag of Bishop Donahut 
Sommer South during Class 1 A action Tuesday on Lisa's Field. The Irish we 
12-10. 

One bad inning dooms Bui 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - One bad 
inning spelled disaster for the 
No. 4 seed Bridgeport soft
ball team Tuesday night on 
Lisa's Field at the J.B. 
Chambers 1-4 70 Youth 
Sports Complex. 

Leading top-seeded and 
defending champion 
Steubenville Catholic 4-1 
after three-and-a-half 
innings, the Bulldogs (15-5) 
gave up four runs in the bot
tom of the fourth and could 
never catch up in dropping a 
7-5 decision in an Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 
Class 2A semifinal. 

"I think we earned some 
respect today," Bridgeport 
head coach Tom Joseph said. 
"Steubenville Catholic came 
in as the defending 3A 
champ and we battled them 
right until the final out of the 
final inning. 

T-L Photo/KIM 
BRIDGEPORT shortstop Keri Renzler fields a th1 
second as Steubenville Catholic's Alex McComb 
in safely during Tuesday's action on Lisa's Field. 

"My girls never hung their 
heads," he continued. "I'm 
really proud of my girls for 
fighting like they did. They 
never gave up." 

Keri Renzler gave the 
Bulldogs an early 2-0 lead 
when she homered to deep 
left with Caitlyn Kroll 

aboard in the top of the 
A pair of two-out er 

the bottom of the 
allowed the Crusaders 
the deficit in half, 2-1. 

Two errors 
Steubenville Ca 
allowed Bridgeport to 
4-1 advantage in the 

Purple power 
• Martins Ferry sweeps Buckeye 8 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - The track and 
field season is entering the championship 
portion of its season. 

Martins Ferry started it off impressively 
~,. n-A n-.. :1 C-t,ulintn 'T'n,...,r1e1u """"inn 

Senior speedster Hunter Hill led the 
attack with a sprint sweep. He won the 
JOO (11.36) and 200 (23.18). 

Sophomore distance dandy Jacob 
Bishop produced a pair of victories. He 
won the 800 in 2:06.90 and earlier had 
captured the 1600 meters in 4:42.69. 

c, __ ; __ _ .__ ___ "_ n...: ... - c--..1--1 ... __ .. ,,..1 
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Tigers lance Knights in 2A 
By KYLE LUTZ 
For The llmes Leader 

ELM GROVE - The Wheeling 
Central and Shadyside Tom Bechtel 
OV AC Class 2-A semifinal game had 
drama written all over it In the matchup 
that was played mostly under the lights 
at the J.B. Chambers I-4 70 Youth 
Sports Complex, the fans saw a pitching 
duel where a regulation game wasn't 
enough to detennine a winner. 

In the eighth inning, the Tigers broke 
a 1-1 tie on a three-run triple by fresh
man Kayla Smith to run away with a 4-
2 victory. Shadyside moves on to the 
Class 2-A championship game against 
Steubenville Catholic on Saturday. 

Wheeling Central made things inter
esting with two outs in the bottom of 
the eighth. Riley Bennington, but the 
catcher couldn't control the pitch and 

Bennington made 
it to first safely. 
Toe throw was late 
and Sydney 
Bennington, who 
got on base with a 
single earlier in the 
inning, took advan
tage and scored to 
make it 4-2. Tigers 
pitching held I • •• I 
strong and got the KAYLA 
last out on a strike- SMITH 
out 

"I just thought we came to play," 
Shadyside coach Jillian Ongley said. 
"Both teams were great teams and these 
girls, the seniors have gotten beat '>y 
them (Wheeling Central) for the last 
two years. They wanted it and you 
could tell. It was a total team effort and 
they picked each other up. 

"We had that blooper and we threw 
the ball around, but it didn't get to 
them, which is a plus because we tend 
to do that sometimes. But they picked 
each otherup and turned it around." 

One of the first mistakes made by the 
Tigers was in the bottom of the third 
inning. Toe Maroon Knights' Hannah 
Mozingo was walked and stole for sec
ond. Lindsey Dunn, Shadyside' s catch
er, threw to pick her off, but no one was 
covering second base and the ball went 
into the out field as Mozingo ran to 
third. 

A fielder threw the ball to third, but 
unfortunately for the Tigers their third 
baseman fell down. Mozingo rounded 
third and went for horn( and the third 
baseman had a chance to make a play 
but couldn't handle the ball and 
Wheeling Central took the lead, 1-0. 

See, TIGERS, Page B2 

1 A: l.rish outscore Bishops 
By KIM NORTH 
llmes Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - St. John 
Central will be seeking its fourth 
,,...._n,,.,.,...,.;;.,o ni..:;,.,, ,rnll,.u 



Photo/SHAWN RINE ST. JOHN'S Kate Lovinskl walks to the circle during the OVAC Class 1A softball championship game on Lisa's Fleld In Elm Grove. Madonna won the title, 11-2. 

SJC falls in Class 
1 A softball final 
By TRACY WATSON 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING - In win
ning three consecutive Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 
Class A softball titles, St. John had relied on good 
pitching, outstanding field
ing and plenty of hitting. 

Saturday afternoon, 
those three things all avoid
ed the Fighting Irish as 
Weirton Madonna made its 
way to the throne. 

Katie Gasvoda fired a 
four-hitter, fanning 10 along the way, Courtney Kaczmarek chased home four runs with a pair of sin
gles and Madonna took 
advantage of numerous 
Fighting Irish errors en route to an 11-2 victory 
over St. John in the small
school title tilt on Lisa's 
Field at the J.B. Chambers 
Youth Sports Complex. 

"St John ls a very good 
team and Jerry (Magistro) 
does a great job with them 
and to beat them to win a championship is a special 
thing," Madonna Head 
Coach Cris Conti said. "This team has worked 
very hard to accomplish 
this and I am very proud of them." 

The Blue Dons got the 
scoring started in the sec-nn..-1 n,iH, ti. .... 1..,.. __ c;,_ -C • • 

Kaczmarek coming around to score as Trnvglino 
reached on an error for a 2-
0 lead. 

St. John mistakes paved 1 the way for more Madonna , runs in the third with a 
lead-off walk and an error 
leading to a two-run Platek 
double to deep left that 
made it 4-0. 

A sacrifice bunt, another 
error and two wild pitches 
added to the misery for the Fighting Irish as the lead 
grew to 6-0 after three frames. For the second consecutive inning Platek's hit 
was the only one of a big Blue Dons frame. 

"Coming in we knew 
that Madonna had a good 
pitcher. and could hit the ball and that we were not 
going to be able to make 
errors," Magistro comment
ed. "We have been battling 
errors and mental mistakes all season long, and it's 
hard to win when you are 
jittery going onto the 
field." 

Madonna got the bats 
going in the fourth, pushing 
across three more runs with 
five hits, including doubles 
by winning pitcher Taylor 
Thompson and Montana Mascio. Gasdova chased 
home a run with a fielder's choice while two more 
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By TRACY WATSON 
For The 1lmes Leader 

WHEELING - In win
ning three consecutive Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 
Class A softball titles, St. 
John had relied on good 
pitching, outstanding field
ing and plenty of hitting. 

Saturday afternoon, 
those three things all avoid
ed the Fighting Irish as 
Weirton Madonna made its 
way to the throne. 

Katie Gasvoda fired a 
four-hitter, fanning I 0 
along the way, Courtney 
Kaczmarek chased home 
four runs with a pair of sin
gles and Madonna took 
advantage of numerous 
Fighting Irish errors en 
route to an 11-2 victory 
over St. John in the small
school title tilt on Lisa's 
Field at the J.B. Chambers 
Youth Sports Complex. 

"St John is a very good 
team and Jerry (Magistro) 
does a great job with them 
and to beat them to win a 
championship is a special 
thing," Madonna Head 
Coach Cris Conti said. 
"This team has worked 
very hard to accomplish 
this and I am very proud of 
them." 

The Blue Dons got the 
scoring started in the sec
ond with the benefit of just 
one base hit Aubrey Platek 
got things started with a 
single to left, stole second 
and went to third on a sacri
fice bunt. 

After Kaczmarek was 
hit by a pitch and took sec
ond, Sarah Travglino 
chased home the first run 
with a sacrifice bunt with 
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Kaczmarek coming around 
to score as Travglino 
reached on an error for a 2-
0 lead. 

St John mistakes paved 1 

the way for more Madonna , 
runs in the third with a 
lead-off walk and an error 
leading to a two-run Platek 
double to deep left that 
made it4-0. 

A sacrifice bunt, another 
error and two wild pitches 
added to the misery for the 
Fighting Irish as the lead 
grew to 6-0 after three 
frames. For the second con
secutive inning Platek's hit 
was the only one of a big 
Blue Dons frame. 

"Coming in we knew 
that Madonna had a good 
pitcher. and could hit the 
ball and that we were not 
going to be able to make 
errors," Magistro comment
ed. "We have been battling 
errors and mental mistakes 
all season long, and it's 
hard to win when you are 
jittery going onto the 
field." 

Madonna got the bats 
going in the fourth, pushing 
across three more runs with 
five hits, including doubles 
by winning pitcher Taylor 
Thompson and Montana 
Mascio. Gasdova chased 
home a run with a fielder's 
choice while two more 
came around on 
Kaczmarek's base hit that 
made it 9-0. 

Magistro's Irish finally 
made a little noise in the 
fifth, using a walk, an error 
and a passed ball to put 
runners at second and third 
with just one out However, 
Gasvoda fanned the next 
two hitters to end the threat 

St John got on the board 
in the sixth thanks to its 
first three hits of the game, 
back-to-back doubles off 
the bats of losing pitcher 
Kate Lovinsld and Caitlin 
Sliva and a run-scoring sin
gle from Gilli Johnson that 
trimmed the deficit to 9-2. 

Another two-run single 
by Kaczmarek in the sixth 
followed a pair of hit bat
ters, an error and a pair of 
passed balls for an 11-2 
upper hand. 

"We did the little things 
and we hit the ball very 
well (Saturday)," Conti 
added. "The girls did an 
outstanding job running the 
bases, Katie (Gasdov;f) 
pitched very well." 


