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Huskies fall to EL in OVAC semi

By CHRIS RAMBO
For The Times Leader

EAST LIVERPOOL -
Shortly after taking
medalist honors in East
Liverpool’s golf match
against United, senior
Isaac Davidson dashed
over to Patterson Field
and helped the Potter boys
soccer team maintain its
undefeated record.

Davidson scored the go-
ahead goal with 28:15 left
in the match as the Potters
overcame a halftime
deficit to hold off Harri-
son Central 3-1 in an
OVAC 4A semifinal Mon-
day.

East Liverpool
improves to 10-0-1 and
advances to play either St.
Clairsville or Indian Creek
for the 4A championship
at 2 p.m. Saturday at St.
Clairsville. Harrison Cen-
tral drops to 5-5.

Davidson-who joined
the soccer team earlier
this month-arrived at Pat-
terson Field five minutes
defore the game. Once the
game started, however, he
and his teammates found
themselves in a most
nnusual situation.

The Potters have run
roughshod over their foes
this season, and came into
the night having outscored
the opposition 103-6. The
Huskies, however, were
more than ready to pro-
vide a challenge,

“With the type of sea-
son we’re having, we are
going to get everyone's
best shot and we have to
be prepared for that going
forward,” East Liverpool
coach Zack Kinsey said.

Harrison Central was

blown out 6-0 by the Pot-
ters earlier in the season,
but played tenacious right
from the start. The
Huskies sat back on
defense and held the
explosive Potters score-
less in a first half for the
first time all season.
Despite a number of shots
on goal, the Potters were
unable to connect.

Isaac Arnold got Harri-
son Central on the board
with 2:33 left before half-
time.

“Their defense took
away our lanes,” Kinsey
said. “They came prepared
for us and played a great
game.” .

“We played really well
on the defensive side of
the ball in the first half,”
Harrison Central coach
Eric Sheetz said. “We
played with a lot of
heart.” _

The Potters came out
visibly fired up for the
second half and aggres-
sively went to work.

Kiayton Kosek just
missed connecting on two
occasions in the first cou-
ple of minutes, but the
Potters’ other leading
goal-scorer Briar Meek
finally broke the ice with
29:10 left in the match to

“tie the score.

“We just had to keep
playing our game,” Meek
said. “They made it tough
on us with everybody

back on defense. We just
had to keep giving our-
selves chances.”

Then, 'in the blink of an
eye, Davidson struck off
of a rebound and the Pot-
ters had the lead for good.

“My job is to be there
in case anything happens
and I was fortunate to fake
advantage,” Davidson
said. “We were confident
we would break through
eventually, We had a ot
of shots on goal, and once
our coaches made some
adjustments we were
okay.”

Meek iced the game
with another goal very late
in the match. Kosek had
two assists, while Shane
Talbott had one. Zack
Adkins had seven saves in
goal. East Liverpool out-
shot Harrison Central 33-
11.

The Potters will look to
capture their first ever
OVAC title this weekend
and are eyeing bigger
postseason games down
the line. In the long run,
they agreed that a test like
Monday night will prove
beneficial.

“I think a game like
tonight is great for us,”
Kinsey said. “We learned
a lot. Going forward we
have to come ready and
prepared every single
game.”

“We needed a game like
this,” Meek said.

® OSU

Continued from Page B1

these 19-, 20-, 21-year-olds.”

Jones this season is 26 for 46 (56.5 percent) for 334
yards with two touchdowns and three interceptions and
a 118.82 efficiency rating. He has 115 yards on 21

carries (5.5) and a score.

Rarratt has 103 varde nagsine on 20 for 35 (87 1©
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OVAC soccer tourney
begins Monday night

By KIM NORTH Creek (5-4) to Red Devil Stadium
Times Leader Sports Writer Wednesday in a 6:15 p.m. start.

Steubenville Central (7-1) received the
top seed in Class 1A/3A and will enter-
tain No. 4 Magnolia (4-6) Monday at
5:30 p.m. No. 2 Tyler Consolidated (7-
4) hosts No. 3 Linsly (4-4-1) on
Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

In Class 5A, Steubenville {7-0-2) is
the No. 1 seed and plays fourth-seeded i
Wheeling Park (8-3-1) Monday at 5:30 §§
p-m. on Reno Field at Harding Stadium,
while second-seeded Weir (7-1) and No.
3 Morgantown (6-2-1) square off in
Weirton on Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.

On the girls side, unbeaten University
(10-0) earned the top seed in Class 5A
and will meet No. 4 Weir (6-3-1) Tues-
day in Morgantown at 5:30 p.m. Second-
seeded Parkersburg South (9-2) wel- B
comes third-seeded Brooke (8-2) on TLPMMM
Ty MR, eded Madon. ST- CLAIRSVILLE'S Haley Callark con-
na (8-4-1) meets fourth-seeded @IS the ball during a game earlier this’

season. The Red Devils travel to Oak
Ses, OVAC, Page C2 Glen Tuesday night.

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Five schools
will try to defend their Ohio Valley Ach-
letic Conference soccer championships
this week as tournament play begins
Monday and continues through Satur-
day’s finals.

On the boys side, Linsly (1A/3A), St
Clairsville (4A) and Morgantown (5A)
were crowned titlists last fall, while
Linsly, Oak Glen and Wheeling Park
ruled the girls divisions, respectively.
The Patriots didn’t make this year's field.

Of those trying to go back-to-back,
only the Onk Gien girls are the top seed
this year. The Golden Bears. (9-2) will
host No. 4 St. Clairsville (3-5-1) at 5:30
p.m.

In boys Class 4A action, No. 2 St.

T-L Phota/KIM NORTH N . R
ST. CLAIRSVILLE’S Jordan Vincent Clairsville (7-1-1) will look to rebound

from a sound beating at the hands of top-
seeded East Liverpool (9-0-1) last week.
The Red Devils welcome No. 3 Indian

leads the Red Devils in goals scored this
season. They host Indian Creek Wednes-
day.

PO S 1 L P
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Continued from Page C1

Steubenville Central (2-6-1) in Weirton
Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. Second sceded
Wheeling Central (6-5) hosts Linsly (4-4-
2) on Thursday at 5:30 p.m.

The other Class 4A semifinal has sec-
ond-seeded Harrison Central (4-3-2) enter-
taining No. 3 Edison (4-4-1) in Scio on
Thursday at 5:30 p.m.

The winners will advance to Saturda_y's
title tilts. The girls will play at Wheeling
Island Stadium at the following times: 5A:
10 a.m.; 1A-3A: noon; and 4A: 2 p.m.
The boys will play at Red Devil Stadium in
St. Clairsville at the same times.

North can be reached
knorth@timesleaderonline.com

at



Five OVAC Schools -
Will Try to Defend
Their Soccer Titles

By KIM NORTH Patriots didn’t make this year's

For the News-Re
Five schools will try to
defend their Ohio Valley Ath-
jetic Conference soccer cham-
pionships this week as tourna-
ment play begins Monday aqd
coantinues through Saturday’s

finals.

On the boys’ side, Linsly (1-
A/f3-A), St. Clairsville (4-A)
and Morgantown (5-A) were
crowned titlists last fall, while
the Cadets, Oak Glen and

field.

play

No. 2

Wheeling Park ruled the girls’

divisions, respectively. The

Of those trying to go back-
to-back, only the Oak Glen
girls are the top seed this year.
The Golden Bears (9-2) will
host to No.
Clairsville (3-5-1) at 5:30 p.m.

In boys' Class 4-A action,
t. Clairsville (7-1-1)
will look to rebound from a
sound beating at the hands of
top-seeded East Liverpool (9-
(0-1) last week.

4 8§t

See, OVAC, Page B2
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The Red Devils weleome
No. 3 Indion Creek (5-4) 1o
Red  Devil  Siadiom
Wednesdiy in g 6:15 pan.
start.

Steubenville Catholic {7-
1} received the top sced in
Class 1-A/3-A and will
entertuin No. 4 Magnolia
(4-6} at 5:30 on Monday.

TR

NS R

No. 2 Tyler Consolidated
(7-4) plays host to No. 3
Linsly (4-4-1) al 5:30 on
Wednesday.

I Class 5-A,
Steubenville (7-0-2) is (he
No. I seed and plays
fourth-seeded Wheeling
Park (8-3-1) at 5:30 on
Monday at 5:30 p.m. on
Reno Field at' Harding Sta-
divin, while second-seeded
Weir (7-1) and No. 3 Mor-

gintown (6-2-1) square off

i Weirton at 5:30 on
Wednesday.

Ow the girly” side,
unlxalen University (10-0)
carned the top seed in Class
3-Aand will meet No. 4
Weir (6-3-1) at 5:30 on
Tuesday in Morgantown.
Second-seeded Parkersburg
South (9-2) welcomes
third-seeded Brooke (8-2)
#t 5:30 on Thursday.

Wt Thapgs
A Pa_?ﬁf
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In Class 1-A/-3A, No. |
seeded Madonna (B-4-1)
meets fourth-seeded
Steubenville Catholic (2-6-
Iy at 5:30 on Tuesday in
Weirton. Second-sceded
Wheeling Central (6-5)
pIuSys host 1o Linsly (4-4.2)
at 3:30 on Thursdily.

The other Cluss 4-A
semifinal has second-seed-
ed Harrison Cential (4-3-2)
entertaining No. 3 Edison
(d-4-1) at 3:30 on Thurs-
da%_in Scio.

he  winners  will
advance to Saturday's title
tilts. The girls will luy at
Wheeling [sland Stadium at
the following times: 5-A:
10 a.m.; 1-A/3-A: noon:
and 4-A: 2 pan. The boys
will play at Red Devil Sii-
dium in 8t, Clairsville at the
same timey.



FARK
(Continned from Page 13)

Big Red did not score on three of their
four penalty kicks.

“Our last shootout was a couple of

ears ago,” Wheeling Park (8-3-2) coach
ario Julian said. “We practice penalty
kicks every day leading up to this.”

For the Patriots, Landon Irwin,
Jonathan Benson and Caige Christmas all
scored in the shootout.

“I told them to keep the ball low and
on target, and they did a good job of
that,” Julian said. : '

Both teams had one shot saved, while
Big Red had two kicks that were not on
target. The first kick sailed over the goal,
while the fourth kick sailed wide.

“We determined who would shoot at
practice,” Bowers said. “We picked who
we thought would be the best in a
shootout, Tt f‘ust wasn’t our turn.”

Ryan Delelles, the third shooter was
the only to convert a penalty kick in the
shootout for Steubenville.

“We kept Ryan in the middle,” Bowers
said. “We had two seniors as our last two
kickers.”

By scoring on their first shot of the
shootout, the Patriots were able to put the
pressure on Big Red.

“We decided the order based on
tice,” Julian said. “We started with the

two seniors, and then we had Caige third. °

Caj%$ is very good.

e have had a few penalty kicks this !
one pretty well

season, and we have
with them.
“We wanted to put pressure on them,

rac-

Park.
For the pu

! se of the teams’ records,
state Tule in Ohio and West Virginia con-

sider the game a tie as there is no over-
time or shootouts in a regular séason

game.
OVAC Semifinals
5A GIRLS?
John Marshall 3, Indian Creek 1

WINTERSVILLE — Torie Derrow,
Lainey Brown and Erin Smith all found
the back of the net for goals to push John
Marshall.

The lone goal from Indian Creek came
from Kelsey Lewis.

4A BOYS’

East Liverpool 3, Harrlson Central 1

EAST LIVERPOOL ~ Isaac David-
son scored the go-ahead goal as East Liv-
erpool defeated Harrison Central in an
4A OVAC senifinal. Briar Meek tallied
two goals for the Potters (10-0-1) while
Klayton Kosek had two assists.
Isaac Arnold had the lone goal for the
Huskies (5-5),

AT —

and we did by making our first three in a

row.”

determine the outcome.

The fifth shooters were not needed to

“We told them just to shoot their shot,”

Bowers said. “We told them to shoot like
they did back at practice. We had one sail
over the goal, and one sail wide.”

At the end of the two overtime periods,
Big Red goalie Tyler Clevenger recorded
six saves.

Wheeling Park goalie Fames Miller
made two saves.

Big Red scored first in regulation to
take a 1-0 lead.

The goal came off of a free kick with a
little more than 24 minutes to play in the
first half.

Delelles took the kick, and he tapped it
to Ethan Brown, who ripped a shot into
the far corner giving the boys from Jef-
ferson County a 1-0 lead with 24:03
showing on the scoreboard clock

“Greg and I have a ton of respect for
each.other,” Julian said. “He bas built a
solid program with hard work and
detl;ense, and that is similar to my philos-
op y.l! .

Wheeling Park answered with a goal
11 minutes later.

Benson fired a shot into the net off of a
pass from Christmas to tie the score at 1
with 13:06 left to play in the first half.

The Patriots are scheduled to play in
the tournament final at 10 a.m. Saturda

down at St. Clairsville. Wheeling Par
willfpla?' the winner of Wednesday’s
semifinal between No. 2 seed Weir and
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Tuesday, September 22, 2015

CATHoLIC
(Continued from Page 13)

The Crusaders scored four goals in the first half and one
in the second half,

“Catholic Central is a really good team,” Magnolia (4-
7) head coach Spencer Pritchard said.

Connor Pecar and Jacob Rigaud each contributed two

The hosts used two goalies in the game. Austin Fowkes
started the game in the net, and he was replaced by Travis
Shore with under 15 minutes to play in the game, Neither
goalie made a save,

Tyler Kazlman made three saves in goal for Magnolia.

“We played them earlier in the season, and we expected
them to be much improved,” Koépcha said about the Blue
Eagles. “We expected them to be stronger and tougher,
and that is exactly what they were. It was a well-played
game on their parf. They have improved a lot.”

The hosts outshot the visitors, 16-3, in the game,
Steubenville Catholic took nine shots on goal, while Mag-
nolia totaled one shot on goai.

Madonna’s shot on goal came with 27:22 left to play in
the game. The shot hit the top comner of the goal, where it
bounced off the crossbar and the post,

“Our defense has been consistently quite all season,”
Kopcha said. “We have not allowed 2 lot of goals. They
have done their job quietly. They have gotten the results,
They are playing with confidence,”

Catholic Central’s offensive pressure forced Magnolia
into taking 18 goal kicks in the game, while the Crusaders
togk four,

The victors held an §-2 advantage in comner kicks.

“Tt is pretty awesome to be in the tournament,” Magno-
lia senior Alex Anderson said. “This is our last time to be
able to do it. We didn’t make it a couple of years ago. To
make it this year is a big accom lishment,”

The Crusaders are scheduled to play in the tournament
final at noon Satarday down at St. Clairsville. Catholic
Central will play the winner of Wednesday's semifinal
?t;t“ieen No. 2 seed Tyler Consolidated and No. 3 seed
Linsly.




SCC Wins
First Crown

liqy AARON PETCHAL
or the News-Register

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Ten minutes
is nothing compared to 25 years.

Kevin Herrmann netted his second
%oal of the game with 2:58 left in the

irst overtime period ta lift the top-
sceded Steubenville Catholic boys’
soccer team to a 3-2 victory against
third-seeded Linsly in the OVAC Class
1-A/3-A Tournament final Saturday at
Red Devil Stadium.

“*It feels %reat," Steubenville
Catholic (10-T) coach Steve Kopcha
said. “It is very exciting. The kids
worked hard. We are lucky and thank-
ful.

“We are happy to get a win against a
difficult opponent.”

The e was tied at 2-2 at the end
of regulation.

“I am so proud of my team,” Linsly

{5-5-2) coach Eric Fries said. “This
team has come a long way since the
begirmjné of the season, and to make it
back to the finals against Steubenville
(Catholic) is a big accomplishment.

“Both teams played hard. It was o
good final.

“They got up two and then the
comeback happened. We have a thin
bench, so fitness was a concern. The

See, SCC, Page B2

Linsly Claims Title

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer

WHEELING -~ It cer-
tainly felt like a champi-
onship game. After a
scoreless first half, the
Linsly girls® soccer team
tallied two second-half
goals and went on to win
the 1-A/3-A OVAC
Championship game for
the second year in a row.
The Cadets secured a 2-1
victory against Madonna
at Wheeling Island Stadi-

Phote by Kyle Lutz
Linsly’s Morgan Brunner (13) works around the
defense of Madonna’s Mukayla Virden on Saturday.

um on Saturday morning,
which was also a rematc
of last year’s OV Ac title
game.

The Blue Dons scored a
goat in the final minute of
the confest, but the Cadets
were able to hold their
own and take home the
hardware.

“It was definitely a nail-
biter in the first half,”
Cadets coach Chelsea

See, Linsly, Page B2

Weir Tops
Park in 5-A

]iy AARON PETCHAL
or the News-Register

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — The celebra-
tion was 19 years in the making.

Ethan Gilbert scored with 10:28 lef
to play in the second half enabling the
No. 2-seeded Weir boys’ soccer team tc
defeat No. 4 seed Wheelin_% Park, 1-0.
in the OVAC Class 5-A Tournamen!
final Saturday at Red Devil Stadium.

“I can't describe how good this
feels,” second-year Weir (10-1) coach
Jim Luevano sald. “These kids have
worked really hard the last couple
weeks leading up to the OVAC Tourna-
ment. We have been doing a lot of fin-
ishing drills, and it paid off. We onl
:c‘:io’recl one goal, but that is all we need-

Gilbert’s goal came less than two
minutes after Wheeling Park senior tri-
captain Nick Nestor was injured in front
of the goal as a result of a collision with
another player. Nestor was down on the
field for several minutes, He ended up
being taken off of the field on a stretch-
er and taken by ambulance to a local
hospital.

“It is bard for the team the injured
glayer plays for,” Wheeling Park (8-4-

) coach Mario Julian said. “They saw
him lying there. We just couldn't

See, Park, Page B2




LINSLY

Continued from page B

Miazgowicz said. “We
tatked a little bit about cer-
tain things at halftime and
we were able to come out a
little bit stronger and a little
bit more fprglpnrcd in the sec-
ond half, Thankfully that
paid off.”

In a defensive struggle of
a first half, it appeared
Linsly got on the board first,
With 21:24 lefi before inter-
mission, a Cadets attempted
n shot on goal. The Linsly
section of the crowd started
to cheer, but the ball did not
find the back of the net and
neither team managed to
dent the scoreboard as they
went into the locker rooms
with a 0-0 stalemate.

The game remained score-
less until 9:29 into the sec-
ond half when Linsly’s
Kaitlin Snyder booted a
rocket toward the Blue Dons

oal. Goalkeeper Tessic
okash smacked the ball
down, but the ricochet hit the
inside of the net and the
Cadets got on the bonrd first,

“We have a lot of dilfer-
ent girls who have been scor-
ing goa!s throughout the sca-
son,” Miuzgowicz said. “It’s

really great. Everybody is
shooting and cverybody is
getting opportunities, and
two happen to go in. So it’s
great”

The Blue Dons had an
opportunity to tie the score

PREP ROUNDUP

as they controlled the batl in
Linsly’s territory. Cadets
goalkeeper Vivian Allison
tried to save the ball, but the
Blue Dons remained with
the possession and camed o
small empiy-net opportunity.
Linsly defenders stepped up
and denied Madonna with
the game-tying goal.

*“This is absolutely a clas-
sic soccer game,” Blue Dons
coach Bob Kolanko said.
“For the first 48 minules
there was no scores. It was
actually back and forth, back
and forth. You knew dny
tcam that was going to make
a mistake was the one that
was going to be the problem.
we made one little mistake
and they ended UK getting
onc goal on us. And they
fought back.”

he Cadets increased their
lead to 2-0 with 3:54 lefl,
Miyal Kurcishy towered the
ball at the perfect height, just
high cnough that Tokash
was able to get a small linger
on it, but not enough to Mully
block it as the ball found the
back of the net.

The game was not out of
reach just yet, though. With
41 seconds to play, Madon-
ny’s Haley Timko scored on
a direct kick to put the score
at 2-1 with the clocked
stopped due to a dangerous

o K.

MICROTEL

P

play.

“1t’s definitely nerve rack-
ing in that situation,” Miaz-
gowicz suid about the goal.
“We pulled an extru player
back to just help out defen-
sively, but trying to play
calm and collective. Gelting
the balls to the outside of the
field and up is really all you
can do.”

The goal proved to be too
little too lute as the clock ran
down and the Cadets
clnimed the title Tor the sec-
ond year in a row.

The Blue Dons have lour
games left before their post-
season starts,

“We were very heavy on
our games in the beginning
of the season,” Kolanko said.
“We planned it so there's
just a few games left after
this so we can relux more
players, tuke care of some
mjuries and get ready for the
nexl round of the tourna-
ment.”

The Cadets are 7-4-2 and
their seuson is winding down
as the OVAC Tournament
was the main one of their
season, as always,

“It"s definitely exciting,”
Miazgowicz said. “Obvious-
Iy this is the main tourna-
ment that we play througll-
out the cntire season. It’s all
what we ook forward 1o for
the entire year.”

4-A OVAC Championship
Oak Glen 3, Edison 0

WHEELING - Top-

seededt Ouk Glen scored two

goals in the final 12:29 of

the game to pull away and
defeat third-sceded Edison,

Mollic Williams tallicd
two goals to lead the way
offensively for the girls from
Hancock County while
Emily Bodo also delivered a
goal for the viclors.

Goalic Domenica Price
made nine saves for the
Golden Bears and Emily
Smith made |1 saves for

Edison.
BOYS®
4-A OVAC Championship
East Liverpool 9
St. Clairsviile 0
ST. CLARISVILLE -
East Liverpool denied St
Clairsville of a repeat of the
title us the Potters claimed
the hardware in the shutout.
Senior Kluyton Kosek
scored five goals for the Pot-
ters (11-0-1) Shane Tal-

bott, Nykolas Pelley, Briar

Mecek and Robert Hill also

l

tallicd goauls. Josh Reckien- !

wald led the assist attack
with two.

For the Red Devils, Tresh-
man Ryun Davenport tailicd
15 saves while Potters goal-

ed
Regular Season
Minerva 2, Steubenville O
MINERVA — Phillip
Blackbum and Jacob Slewart

i
i
i
i
i
:
I

kec])cr Zack Adikins record-
4.

found the bick of the net as

Minerva
Steubenville,

deleated

Big Red's (7-1-3) goal- |

kecper tallied 12 saves in the
contest while Lions' goulic,
Lozan Monter had cight

Alee Muller aiso had an |

assist for Minerva.
GOLF
{al River Greens Golff
Course, par 72)
Coshocton
Eastern District Open
Garaway 309, Jlohn

Glenn 314, Meadowbrook

320, Hiland

321, Siras- .

burg 323, Coshocton 328, -
Indian Valley 328, Ridge- -
wood 329, Cambridge 329, ¢

Dover 332, River View
333, Tuscarawas Valley
336, Harrisen Central 349,

Claymont 349, West !
Muskingum 335, New
Philadelphia 304,

Steubenville 370, Morgan

376, St. Clairsville 388,

Carrollton 403, Newcom-
erstown 411, Euast Liver-

pool NT, Unien Local NT

WEST LAFAYETTE —
Meadowbrook was the high-
est-placed OVAC school in
third, just [1 strokes behind

first. Taylor Gunder of -

Meadowbrook shat a 76
while Tanner Hewison fin-
ished with o 77 as the duo

have become deadly for the

Colts,

Harrison Central

put

together o sotid team round
finishing right in the middle

of the pack. The Huskies

were led by Bryce Walrath -
with an 85 und Kyle Zauchi
with an 8§6. Paul Mastros ol
Steubenville finished with an
%5 while Brendun Yucelich -

led St. Clairsville with a 90,

East Liverpool and Union
Local only used three golfers

but the Potters” Austin Bur-
son cranked out an 85 und
Alex Tumbellini shot an 88,
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- kids gave every effort they
i could ouwt on the field. We
- wanted to improve every
- day, and we have done
[ that. To make it to the
i {inals and to play like this,
; this is a good resnlt for
Lus’
i The title was the first for
i Steubenville Catholic in
. program history. The Cru-
- saders first season as o var-
o sity team was 1989,
. 1t is well worth the
©wiit,” Kopcha said.
Connor Pecar recorded
- the other goal for the Cru-
© saders. facab Rigaud and
Herrmann each collected
. 1l ASsist,
+ Austin Fowkes finished
Cwith  six saves for
Steubenville Catholic.
Mike Reed delivered a
. soal and an assist to lead
. the way ollensively for the
| Cudets, while Jamal Davis
1 also scored a goal. Mason
" Obeldobel also tallied an
. assist for Linsly. Goalie

Chaz Gruphy made three
saves.

“I am proud of Corey
Cunningham and Mike,
our two captains,” Fries
said. “Corey cuused i ot
ol havoe out on the field.
They both played tremen-
dous. We are going to miss
both of them.

“We have u lot of new
guys this season. We lost
12 kids to graduation lust
year and a couple others
didn’t come back, so it is
like having a whole new
varsity team,

“Our Rids are inexperi-
enced with stedf tke this.
They don’t understand
ibout shutting a team down
in the first 14 minutes.

“Steubenville Catholic is
an older team. They have 3
lot of experienced kids.
They were last year, but
they did not lose as miany
Kids as we did.

“The kids just fought so
hard,”

PARK

Continned from page B 1

regroup,

“Weir deserved to win,
They puss the ball well.”

Both teams were aftected
- by the injury.

“You never want to see
that happen,” Luevano said.
*You never want to see that,
. Hopefully he is fine. Hope-
. Tully, he is all right. It was
- an unifortunate accident,”

- Nestor was injured with
D152 Left to play in the
P ooame,

- “We told the kids you
fnever know how i team is
zoing to respond when one
- ol their players pet injured
D like that,” Coach Luevano
- said. “They may come out
- really hard and fight for the
. e,
¢ “We wanted to come out
. und put the ball into the
- back of the net. We told
© them we had to finish.”

. Chayton Luevano assist-
' ed on Gilbert's goal.

~ The Red Riders gained
: possession of the ball on the
- Parriots end of the field, and
Chayton Luevano sent a
pass through the Wheeling
Park to defense to Gilbert,
who ripped a shot into the

net.

“This is preat for Weir
soccer,” Coach Luevano
said. “We were always in
control. We phayed real
good socecer. The kids are
really focused on what
they have to do. When we
do what we are supposed
to do and play the wiy we
want to play, the game
usually works out well for
us.”

Michael Ceraolo made
one sive {or the Red Riders,

“They’re good,” Julian
suid of the Red Riders.
“They were the better
team.”

James Miller made four
saves [or the Patrots,

Nestor recorded a save in
the first hall when he
cleared the ball off of the
line in front of a wide-open
foal.

“Nick is u leader on the
field,” Julian said. “1 think
you have an emotional let-
down when you see your
leader go down like that,

“I don’t want to take
anything away [rom Weir.
They are a really good
team,”
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ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Daniel Gross (20} and goalkeaper Devin Case (in blue) watch the ball trickle towards the net

as Indian Creek’s Andrew Price (pink headband) chases it during Wednesday night's Ohlo Valley Athletic Confer-
ence Class 4A tournament semifinal at Red Devil Stadium. The Red Devils won, 4-1. -

St. C. advances to 4A finals
with 4-1 victory over Creek

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE ~ The “Walk-
ing Wounded,” aka the St. Clairsville
boys soccer team, continues to work
its magic with several key pieces out
of the lineup.

Down four seniors, the second-
seeded and defending champs (8-1-1)
advanced to the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference Class 4A championship
game with a 4-1 victory over visiting
Indian Creek (5-5-1) Wednesday
night at Red Devil Stadium. They wiil
play Saturday at 2 p.m. at home
against top-seeded East Liverpool,
which they defeated last year for the
title.

“We're a work in progress right
now,” St. Clairsville head coach Gary
Watt explained. “We've got some
guys out with injuries and we’ve had
to move some kids around. With not
much depth and losing four seniors
like that, it makes a big difference.”

However, he was quick to praise the
players who did play.

“We had somedyoung guys step
tonight,” he noted. “Matt Cervelli

the half on the first of three goals by
St. Clairsville senior sensation Jordan
Vincent. He took a beautiful throw-in
from Daniel Gross and beat Indian
Creek goalkeeper Zach Barker with a
laser to the top sheif of the cage in the
1 5th minute.

“That’s probably the best half
we’ve played all year,” Indian Creek
head coach Chuck Brettell assessed.
“We’'ve come a long since we played
them a couple of weeks ago, We had
more shots (on goal) tonight in the
first half than we had in that entire
game.”

The Red Devils were buzzing
around the Redskins’ net like bees
early in the second half, but Barker
made a great play to come out and
deny Vincent. He then made a kick
save on a blast by Bailey Balcar, but
he couldn’t stop Vincent's header in
the box off a corner kick by Kyle
Hendershot in the 48th minute.

“I have to give Kyle credit,” Watt
said. “He stepped up and played in the
middle He created so many opportuni-
ties.”

Brettell said the goal was a back-
breaker.

goalkeeper Devin Case left the game

momentarily with an apparent cut on
his head. he returned five minutes
later,

|
That seemed to spark the hosts as

Jacob Hawthorne scored a beautiful
goal to up the margin to 3-0 in the
57th minute,

However, Indian Creek didn’t quit
as Andrew Price lobbed a shot from
just outside the top of the bof that was
Jjust out of the reach of Case, cutting
the lead to 3-1 two minutes later,

The Redskins nearly closed the gap
even further as Nick Quaigg had a
golden opportunity when Case bob-
bled a free kick, but his point-blank
shot sailed over top of the net.

Vincent iced the verdict two min-
utes later when he sent a right-footed
shot from outside the box that cleared
Barker’'s reach and tickled the twine
for the final of 4-1.

“Jordan is a horse and we’re going
to ride him,” Watt said.

The soft-spoken Vincent said it's all
about the team.

“Our team chemistry has been the

1
i
'
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ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Daniel Gross (20) and goalkeeper Devin Case (in blus) watch the ball trickle towards the net
as Indian Creek's Andrew Price (pink headband) chases it during Wednesday night's Ohio Valley Athletic Confer-
ence Class 4A tournament semifinal at Red Devil Stadium. The Red Devils won, 4-1.

St. C. advances to 4A finals

with 4-1 victory over Creek

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sparts Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — The “Walk-
ing Wounded,” aka the St. Clairsville
boys soccer team, continues to work
its magic with several key pieces out
of the lineup.

Down four seniors, the second-
seceded and defending champs (8-1-1)

- advanced to the Ohio Valley Athletic

Conference Class 4A championship
game with a 4-1 victory over visiting
Indian Creek (5-5-1) Wednesday

. night at Red Devil Stadium. They will

play Saturday at 2 p.m. at home
against top-seeded East Liverpool,
which they defeated last year for the
title.

“We're a work in progress right
now,” St. Clairsville head coach Gary
Watt explained, “We've got some
guys out with injuries and we’ve had
to move some kids around. With not
much depth and losing four seniors
like that, it makes a big difference.”

However, he was quick to praise the

~ players who did play.

“We had some young guys step

j tonight,” he noted. “Matt Cervelli
- played defense the entire game. He

hasn't played there before tonight. He

~ did a spectacular job.

“We are absolutley excited about

* the way we're starting to come togeth-

er.”
The Redskins dominated the first
haif but found themselves down 1-0 at

the half on the first of three goals by
St. Clairsville senior sensation Jordan
Vincent. He took a beautiful throw-in
from Daniel Gross and beat Indian
Creek goalkeeper Zach Barker with a
laser to the top shelf of the cage in the
15th minute.

“That's probably the best half
we've played all year,” Indian Creek
head coach Chuck Brettell assessed.
“We've come a long since we played
them a couple of weeks ago. We had
mere shots (on goal) tonight in the
first half than we had in that entire
game.”

The Red Devils were buzzing
around the Redskins’ net like bees
early in the second half, but Barker
made a great play to come out and
deny Vincent. He then made a kick
save on a blast by Bailey Balcar, but
he couldn’t stop Vincent's header in
the box off a corner Kick by Kyle
Hendershot in the 48th minute,

“I have to give Kyle credit,” Watt
said. “He stepped up and played in the
middle He created se many opportuni-
ties.”

Brettell said the goal was a back-
breaker.

“That goal took all the wind out of
our sails,” he admitted. “I told the kids
they were going to come out strong in
the second half and they did. They got
that goal and we were suddenly down
2-0."

St. Clairsville dodged another
injury bullet moments later when

goalkeeper Devin Case left the game
momentarily with an apparent cut on
his head. he returned five minutes
later. _

That seemed to spark the hosts as
Jacob Hawthorne scored a beautiful
goal to up the margin to 3-0 in the
57th minute,

However, Indian Creek didn’t quit
as Andrew Price lobbed a shot from
just outside the top of the boX that was
just out of the reach of Case, cutting
the lead to 3-1 two minutes later.

The Redskins nearly closed the gap
even further as Nick Quaigg had a
golden opportunity when Case bob-
bled a free kick, but his point-blank
shot sailed over top of the net.

Vincent iced the verdict two min-
utes later when he sent a right-footed
shot from outside the box that cleared
Barker’s reach and tickled the twine
for the final of 4-1.

“Jordan is a horse and we're going
to ride him,” Watt said.

The soft-spoken Vincent said it’s all
about the team,

“Our team chemistry has been the
key this season,” he pointed out,
“We've had so many injuries, but
guys keep stepping up. That's what
we need.”

Case finished with 15 saves, Barker
charted 13.

North can- be reached
knorth@timesleaderonline.com
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St. C. bla

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -~ St Clairsville's
bid to repeat as Ohio Valley Athletic Con-
ference Class 4A boys’ soccer champions
was derailed Saturday by a blue-and-white
freight train named East Liverpool.

The top-seeded Potters (11-0-1) rolled
to a 9-0 whitewashing of the No. 2 Red
Devils (B-2-1) on the artificial surface at
Red Devil Stadium to avenge last year’s
shootout loss. The victory also came on
the heels of a 10-1 shellacking the win-
ners recorded earlier this month in the Pot-
ter City.

“That's a special team they’ve got
there,” St. Clairsville head coach Gary
Watt said of the Potters. “They’ve got
Some great scorers and they took advan-
tage. They had four beautiful goals that
would've scored on anybody.”

St. Clairsville entered the contest with
. freshman Ryan Davenport in between the
—

ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S
Danlel Gross and
East Liverpool's Josh
Recktenwald race for
possession of the ball
during the first half of
Saturday's OVAC
Class 4A champi-
onship game hald at
Red Devil Stadium.
The Potters cruised
to victory, 9-0.

T-L Phote/SETH STASKEY
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pipes as senior Devin Case was sidelined
with concussion protocol after being
injured in Wednesday night's semifinal
win over Indian Creek.

“He might have misplayed one or
stepped the wrong way on one, but the
bottom line is I'm very proud of the way
he played,” Watt added of Davenport. “He
stepped up in a big game. I'd be lying if I
told you he wasn’t overwhelmed a little
bit. Ryan played well all through the
game.”

The senior-laden Potters had this date
circled on their calendars after losing the
heart-breaker last fall.

“We always have this day circled. They
took the Buckeye B and OVAC Class 4A
championships away from us,” East Liver-
pool head coach Zack Kinsey said. “We
just wanted to come back this season and
get those championships back.”

The Potters were led by senior Kloyton
Kosek who scored five of the nine goals.
That pushes his season total to 40, to go

4A final

along with 28 assists. Shane Talbott,
Nykolas Pelley, Briar Meek and Robert
Hill also notched goals. Assists went to
Josh Recktenwald (2), Pelley, Talbott,
Isnac Davidson and Dallas Brewer.

“He’s a special player,” Kinsey said.
“This whole team is special. The seniors
are a great group.”

Watt agreed.

“When you've got a group of senijors
like they do, you can do some pretty good
things,” he explained. “There’s a reason
why they are undefeated.”

East Liverpool tied Steubenville in its
season opener before running off 11
straight victories,

Davenport finished with 15 saves. Zack
Adkins recorded 14 for the Potters.

In addition to Case, St. Clairsville once
again played without the services of senior
starters Lucas Heidelbach and Merrick
Malin,

The Red Devils host Beaver Local
Monday.
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