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Conotton, Madonna set for
rematch in Class 1A final

By KIM NORTH ‘
Times Leader Sports Writer

Come Saturday afternoon at 3 inside
Ohic University Eastern's Health and

1A champlonship trophy
for the Whealing Hospital
OVAC Girls Basketball
Champlonship are
Conotton Valley head
coach Chandra Myers
and Madonna head
coach Don Ogden.

Valley’s senior class has enjoyed a pretty
good run in the Wheeling Hospital Ohio
¢ | Valley Athletic
| Basketball Championships.
course of the past three seasons, the
- { Rockets are a perfect 5-0 in playoff games,
| including back-to-back Class 1A titles.

Physical Education Building, third-year
head coach Chandra Myers® squad will be
seeking a ‘three-peat’ when it faces top-
seeded Madonna (12-5), which it defeated
in last year's championship game. The
Rockets (17-3) advanced with a thrilling,
52-50, nod over No. 2 seed St. John
Central, while the Blue Dons eliminated

See, 1A, Page 4
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Good Luck
Weirton
Madonna
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Metal Food & Household Products
Packaging Division

2g. CONOTTON Gg7_
VALLEY ROCKETS

Photo Provided

PICTURED IS the 2014-15 Conotton Valley girls basketball team, Front row, from left, are Aubri
Jones, Olivia Bower and Kylle Manbeck. Back row, from left, are asslstant coach Bart Busby,
Amber Adkins, Chandice Cottis, Taylor Russell, Madlson Lyon, Micah Busby and head coach
Chandra Myars. '
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3010 Birch Drive, Weirton, WV

GOOD LUCK
LADY ROCKETS!
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Continued from Page 3
fourth-seeded Morgantown
Trinity Christian, 59-53, in
the other semi.

“I would probably

assume that other people are
thinking about that,” Myers

said when asked about her
team having a bullseye on
its back. “This our third
straight year in the champi-
onship game and we've got
back-to-back titles, so, yes,

I’d think we’ve got a bulls-
eye on our backs.”

Myers has six girls back
from last year’s team,
including five seniors that
have played on the two pre-

o
i

Photo Provided

coach Rusty Hodgeklss.

WEIRTON MADONNA
BLUE DONS

GOOD LUCK
BLUE DONS

From The
Faculty, Staff
& Students at

St. Paul
Catholic School

Good Luck
Blue Done
WEIRTON AREA
- CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

3174 Pennsylvania Ave.
Suite 1
Weirton, WV 26062

(304) 748-7212

www.weirtonchamber.com

PICTURED 15 the 2014-16 Madonna gifs basketball team. Front row, from left, are
Isabella Rosso, Sarah Travaglino, Mikasla Lenhart, Megan Bonltl and Halle Payne, Back
row, from left, are assistant coach Becky Brancker, Emma Burns, Katle Lammers, Bacca
Holt, Kasey Canal, Monica Bragg, Maddie Moore and head coach Don Ogden. Absent Is

(api)

WEIRTON
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Good Luck
Lady Blue
Dons!

vious championship squads.

The Rockets are led by 6-
2 senior Olivia Bower. The
guard/forward has already
committed to Ohio
University and averages
around 25 points and [2
rebounds a game. She had a
career-high 37 points —
including a 13 of 15 effort
from the foul line — in the
upset of the Irish.

“She is a very talented
and skilled player,” Myers
said of Bower. “She’s also a
great kid.

“I’ve been blessed to
have been able to coach
her.”

However, all good play-
ers have supporting casts
that make them a good
team. Bower has that, as
well.

“We wouldn't be where
we are if it wasn't for the
other girls,” Myers stressed.
“Yes, Olivia steps up a lot
of times, but the other girls
do a lot of the things that
you don't see in the boxs-
cores.”

The other starters are 5-6
senjor guard Taylor Russell;
5-5 senior point pguard
Chandice Cottis; 5-5 senior
guard Aubri Jones; and 5-9
senior forward Kylie
Manbeck. Russell and
Cottis are returning starters,
as is Bowers.

The roster is rounded out
by 5-3 senior guard Amber
Adkins; 5-5 sophomore
guard Madison Lyon; and
5-8 freshman forward
Micah Busby.

“This group of girls has
worked hard and they have
really bought into what I've
been trying to do as far as
my coaching style,” Myers
explained.

Does she have a pretty
good idea of what to expect
from her opponent?

“Honestly, I only know
that we beat them last year,”
Myers said of Madonna. “I
haven’t had the opportunity
to see them this year. You
can look stuff up and see
what they have. I know they
have one really good girl

MADONNA BLUE DONS

No. Name

3 Becca Holt

4 Magan Boniti

5 Halle Payne

10 tsabella Rosso

12 Maddi Moore

21 Mikaela Lenhart

23 Monica Braq?

30 Sara Travaglino

32 Katie Lammars
5 Kasey

5
Head Coach: Don
Assistant coaches:

den
acky Brancker, Rusty

Height Gr
BQ

5-5
5-3
5-6
5-7
5-7
5-11
5-4

5-8
5-8

g g e gy = gy
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Hodgk %5
ONOTTON VALLEY ROCKETS
No. Name eght Gr
10 Chandlca Cottis 5-5 12
13 Qlivia Bower 6-2 12
14 Aubri Jones - 5-5 12
15 Madison Lyon 55 10
20 Amber Adkins. 5-3 11
22 Ta:rlor Flusaell 5-8 12
25 ie an back 5-9 12
34 - cah Bu J _ 58 09
Head Coach!.Chandra Myers -
and she has a good support- attack is  5-11 junjor
ing cast. Monica Bragg. She is

“I think it will all come
down to us just playing our
game, I nlways believe
that,” she added. “I don’t
believe in scouting teams. I

beleve it all comes down to _

my kids and how bad they
want it.”

Madonna head coach
Don Ogden feels the same.

“Even though we played
them last year, I'm not
familiar with them,” he
admitted. “We didn’t see
them in the regular season,
but you ask around and
everything you hear is what
I believe to be true, that they
are a very good team. It’s

going to be a tough
matchup.” :
He said making the

OVAC finais was one of his
team’s many goals.

“The girls sat down with
the coaching staff and told
us they not only wanted to
make the championship
game, but win it, as well,”
he said. *You have your ups
and downs and wonder if
you're going to make it
Fortunately for us, we did
make it. We're here and
we're excited to get to play
on Saturday.”

Leading the Madonna

backed by 5-8 classmate
Katie Lammers; 5-6 junior
Becca Holt; 5-7 junior
Maddie Moore; and 5-7
junior Mikaela Lenbart.
Bragg had 22 points includ-
ing a 14 of 16 effort from
the charity stripe — in the
semifinal victory, while
Lammers chipped in a
dozen.

“Monica not only leads
us in scoring, but a lot of
other categories,” Ogden
said.

*Katie has really come on
of late and has been playing
really well. Becca has
assumed a lot of different
roles as a ballhandler and
scorer. Maddie usually
draws the other team’s top
scorer on defense.”

The Blue Dons all-under-
classmen roster is complet-
ed by juniors Megan Boniti
(5-5); Isabelln Rossi (5-6)
and Sara Travaglino (5-4);
and freshmen Halle Payne
(5-3) and Kasey Canei (5-
9).

Ogden, who led the Blue
Dons to the 2011 champi-
onship, had nothing but
praise for the way Bower
plays the game.

See, 1A, Page 7
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PICTURED |S tha 2014-15 Bridgeport girls basketball team. Front row,
from left, are Randl Barker, Caltlyn Kroll, Brlana Massey and Josie Bugaj.
Second row, from left, are Deja Massey, assistant coach Samantha
Schafiner, Marissa Beal, Dorolhy Johnson, Head Coach Rob Zitzelsberger,
Justine Schell. Starbrea Butler, assistant coach Jason Hanson and Kamden

Dulesky.
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Bridgeport, Cent

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sporls Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
A pair of state-ranked teams
will do battle for the
Wheeling Hospital Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference
Class 2A championship
Saturday afternoon inside
Ohio University Eastern’s
Health and  Physical
Education Building,

Top-sceded Bridgeport
(20-1) and No. 2 Wheeling
Central (14-2) will tip-off
at approximately 5:30 p.m.
in the fourth of five games.
The Bulldogs are ranked
seventh in the latest Ohio
Division IV poll, while the
Maroon Knights top the
W.Va. Class A list.

The matchup is a repeat
encounter from last winter’s
OVAC semifinal contest in
which Bridgeport prevailed,
50-43, in comeback fash-
ion. However, the Bulldogs
fell to Frontier in the finals.

“There aren’t to0 many
secrets between the two
teams,” Bridgeport head
coach Rob Zitzelsberger

N

zm s Froth...

said. “We've got one AAU
player and they’ve got two
AAU players.”

The ° Bulldogs® head
coach was referring to his
standout Caitlyn Kroll. The
3-10 junior dandy leads the
Ohic Valley at 28 points a
game, She is also an out-
standing rebounder with 7.9
per outing. In addition, she
avernges 4.5 steals and
hands out 3.2 assists per
game,

Her versatility showed in
last Monday’s 42-31 semi-
final victory over fourth-
seeded Clay-Battelle. She
scored 14 points, grabbed
11 rebounds, charted half-
a-dozen steals and handed
out five assists, four of
which came in the fourth
quarter when the hosts went
into n 4-corner delay game.
She is also deadly from the
free throw stripe where she
connects on 88 percent of
her attempts.

“Caitlyn is a great play-
er,” Wheeling Centrat head
coach Penn Kurtz nssessed,
“We work on defense every
day in practice. We pride

BELMONT CAREER CENTER
110 Fox Shannon Place, St. Clairsvlils, OH
740-695-9130

HARRISON CAREER CENTER
82500 Cadiz Jewett Rd., Cadiz, OH

740-942-2148
www.BHCConters.com

“Want Career Succesa?
- et &m& Secttal”

T-L Fhoto/KIM NORTH
DISPLAYING THE Class 2A trophy that will be on the
line Saturday evening in the Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Girls Basketball Champlonship are Bridgeport head
coach Rob Zitzelsberger (left) and Wheeling Central
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A.D. Mike Young.

ourselves on our defense.
We had pretty good success
last year against her.

*Our game plan geing in
will be to try and contain
her,” Kurtz added. “But we
can’t get caught up (defend-
ing her) and let the other
girls beat us,”

Kurtz doesn’t think his
team needs to be reminded
of last year's result.

“I don’t think we need
any extra incentive or moti-
vation,” he added. I think
there is kind of a built-in
rivalry with the AAU play-
ers and such.”

The Maroon Knights’
AAU duc consists of 3-7
junior Lindsey Baker and 5-
6 junior Cate Calissie, who
provides a huge spark off
the bench.

NEED A PASSPORT?

Citizens of Ohlo, West Virginia and Pennsylvania
come to the Jefferson County Courthouse Auto
Title Department or Rayland, Ohio Auto Title

Department.

or {

Rayland Office is open eveBy Saturday
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
EXCEPT when a holiday falls on a
Friday or a Monday.

Upon purchése of your PASSPORT with us," |
your photo 1.D. is “FREE" :
This can be a savings of $7 to $50.

Call ;740) 283-8509
40) 859-0411

JOHN CORRIGAN, CLERK OF COURTS
www.jeffersoncountyoh.com

No Appaintment Necessary

Head Coach: Penn Kurtz

BRIDGEPORT BULLDOGS
No. Name Height Gr.
2 Caitlyn Kroll 5-9 11
10 Marissa Beall 5-2 9
b Starbrea Butler 5-3 11
12 Kamden Dulasky 5-9 12
14 Courtnay Trouten 56 11
20 Briana Massay 5-8 12
22 Deja. Massey 510 10
24 Randi Barker 5-3 1
30 Justine Schell 5-5 1
34 Shell#_.( Matheny 5-2 08
42 Dorothy Johnson 5-7 k|
44 Josie Bug gs ‘_:8

55 Samantha Ivan
Head Coach: Rob Zltzelsberger
Assistant coaches: Jason Hanson, Samantha

Schaiiner.

WHEELING CENTRAL MARQON KNIGHTS

No.. Nams Height Gr.

2 Riley Blaha 4 56 09

3 Madison Taylor 5-8 1

4 Nicolette 'Nofte 5-4 08

4 .Julianna Ryan 54 12

5 “Milica Paviovic 510 12

10 ‘He%an Blaha™ 510 12

i2 Lindsay Baker 57 1)

13 Jasla Manns 59 10

14 RII%Bannlngton 56 08

18~ OliviaBaller . 58 .11

%% S 'Sydxis“Dlgg: ! n] s : :g:g:l_‘:ri‘:'-a.qgma e
ne nnington 58

23 Cate Callssla 5-6 11

24 Alyssa Gilligan 5-8 11

25 Taylor Duplaga 5-4 a9

30 Nicole Lewls . 57 "

Assistant coaches: Paul Kurtz, Suzie Dailer, Bob

ral to vie in Class 2A

“Baker is the engine that
makes them go, just like
Kroll is for us”
Zitzelsberger noted, “We'll
have to try and slow her
down, but it won't be ehsy.”

According to Kurtz,
Baker is more than just a
scorer for his tenm.

“Lindsey not only leads
us in scoring, but she is also
our assists leader,” he said
of his point guard, “She has
really worked hard on her
game.”

Role players could play a
huge part in the outcome.

In addition to Kroll, the
Bulldogs also start 5-8 sen-
ior Briana Massey; 5-6 jun-
ior Courtney Trouten; 5-5
junior Justine Schell and 5-
10 sophomore  Deja
Massey, The older Massey
scores nine points a game
and grabs six rebounds,
while her younger sister

averages five points and six
boards. Deja Massey tied
her career-high of 14 points
in the victory over the Cee-
Bees.

“It’s no secret that Kroll
is our go-to player,”
Zitzelsberger added. “But
we've got to have other
girls step up and play well.
Deja did that the other
night.” _

Wheeling Central's other
starters are'5-10 senior for-
ward Regan Blaha; 5-8 sen-
ior center Sydney
Bennington; 5-4 senior
Juliana Ryan; and 5-6
freshman Riley Bennington.

“Regan is our second
leading scorer,” Kuriz
revealed. “She’s a difficult
matchup inside for the
opposition. Sydney is
incredible in the post. She
really works hard, and

Ses, 2A, Pags 7
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WHEELING CENTRAL &%
MAROON KNIGHTS

fo

TL Phnm.'KIM NORTH
BRIDGEPORTS Briana Massey Is one of the
Bulldogs’ key contributors. Massey and the Bulldogs | Photo Provided

will take on Wheeling Central Saturday at 5:30 p.m.in | PICTURED IS the 2014-15 Whseling Cen!ral girls basketball team. Front row, from left, are Riley Blaha, Taylor DuPlaga, Nikkl Nulta
and Lexi Saunders. Middie row, from Jaft, are Riley Bennington, Alexis Dick, Sydnsy Bsnnington, Regan Blaha, Millca Paviovic,
Juliana Ryan, Jaela Manns and Cameron Lloyd. Back row, from left, are Maddie Taylor, Alyssa Gilfigan, Cate Callssie, Suzie Daller,.

the OVAC Class 2A championship game.
Penn Kurtz, Paul Kurtz, Bob Robinson, Lindsey Baker, Nicole Lawis and Qllvia Dailer.

® 2A i
‘ Good Luck

Continued from Page 6 . Maroon Knights!

Julianna fills her role and
WHEELING
RECREATION
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‘Wheeling Flower Shop

: Flowers for all occasions!
1) 2125 MarketSl Whaellng. wv 304-233 3320 ﬁ

Kurtz said he feels confi-

plays very good defense. dent if he can hold ARWOOD
Riley has been exceptional Bridgeport in the 45-point ARMATURE REPAIR

P P . g s

R e e T PR

for a freshman,” range, CoMPANY

Bridgeport, like  “Tthink we’ll have a good TR T
Wheeling Central, puts a lot shot (at winning) if we can Accounts in the Ohlo Valt
of emphasis on the defen- keep the game somewhere Since 1927 DEP ARTMENT

sive end of the floor. The in the mid 40s.” M. Sevanth & Hazlett Ave., 51 16th Street -

‘Bulldogs are yielding a tad  In addition to Calissie off Bh Wh(%m)gé\;f?\fzsso Wheeling, WV 26003
under 40 points per contest, the bench, the Maroon one. -
P pe . Fax: 277-2917 304'234'3641

while scoring 52.

“We have to rely on our
defense at times when our
offense isn’t clicking,”
Zitzelsberger said. “We can
piay pretty good defense at
times. We will have to
Saturdny night.”

Knights can also turn to 5-4
freshman Taylor Duplaga
for valunble minutes.

The Bulldogs, mean-
while, are mther thin on the
bench as 5-7 junior Dorothy
Johnson has provided some
inside presence.

@ 1A
Continued from Page 4
“She’s one of the best

players I've ever coached

against,” he revealed.

“She's tall and can play

inside, but she also handles

the ball very well and can

play on the outside. She's a

nightmare to defend. I've

spent a lot of late nights

thinking about how to
defend her, but I haven’t
come up with anything yet.”

He believes the key to the
game will be his team’s exe-
cution.

“We need to do what we

do well and then contain the
Boweér girl,” he said.

GOOD LUCK'

AW HEELIN GO W
CTARTERS - WINGE « CALADC
CANDWICHES « BURGERC « ENTREEC
CTEAKC » PACTA » FAJITAC - CIDEC
DEGCERT - KIDDIEQ

50 Carmel Rd., Wheeling (304) 242-1090

LUCK

Wheeling Central
Catholic Maroon

From

CCHS Athletic

Department
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River, Fort Frye clash for 3A crown

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
River and Fort Frye know
gach other well.

Remember, they played
twice annually the last sev-
eral seasons when both
were members of the
Pioneer Valley Conference.

" departed the PVC prior to

this school year and the two
programs didn’t continue
their regular-season series.
They’ll get to see each
other up close and personal
Saturday night at Ohio

University Eastern’s Health
and Physical Education
Center when they meet for
the Class 3A championship

Hospital OVAC Girls
Basketball Tournament.
The Pilots, who are the
top seed, come into the
game with a 19-2 record
and are fresh off a regular-
season victory against
Wheeling Central this past

. Wednesday. ,
River reached the OVAC,

final for the second time in

its only two losses by
defeating Linsly in the
semifinals on Monday. It’s
only other appearance came
in 2013 when it ost to Fort
Frye, ironically.

“We're happy to be in
this game, but we're defi-
nitely not content with it,”
Isaly said. “We're here to
win the game and we realize

However, the Pilots we're facing # great team
and a great coach.”
Fort Frye, which ousted

Bamesville in the semifinal,

three seasons after avenging

as part of the Wheeling

has been a consistent partic-
ipant in the OVAC ¢hampi-
onship games under head
coach Dan Liedtke.
The Cadets are in the
conference title game for
the sixth straight season.
However, they were denied
the crown last season by
Linsly.
“Since they started doing
a tournament, there's only DISPLAYING THE Class 3A trophy that will be on the
been twice when we didn’t fine Saturday evening in the Wheeling Hospital OVAC
make it,” Liedtke said. “We Girls Basketball Champlonship are River head coach
have good players and we Rick Isaly (left) and Fort Frye head coach Dan
have 4 very disciplined sys- Ljedtke.
tem that’s helped us sustain
our success. The piayers RIVER PILOTS
know when they come into |No. Name Height Gr.
it that it’s very demanding, {1 Bailey Caldwell 10
it's successful and they |3 Alex Karpacs-Brown  5-4 10
The Cadets” system starts | 15 Hayles Bowars 56 12
with defensc and taking 20 Brielle Williams 510 11
care of the basketball. 29 Tiffany Conners -7 11
“Fundamentals are a big |32 Kyndra Earle 5-8 10
Photo Provided key for us,” Liedtke said. |33 Jensen Care 6-1 11
PICTURED |S the 2014-15 Fort Frye girls basketball team. Front row, from left, are Chloce “We're always going to |40 Haviee Winkler 5-10 11
Miller, Danlelle Lamp, Brooke Haas, MacKenzie White, Avery Reof, Kelsey Adkins and play hard, We hever want to | Head Coach: Rick Isaly
Gabby Beker. Second row, from left,'are Second row, from left, are’ Karisa Lang, Calelgh beat ourselves, so we try to Assistant coach: Dean Caldwell
Fryman, Meagan Lledtke, Michelle Adkins, Jackle Pawloskl and Alexis Enochs. Back row, make sure we &0 everything FORT FRYE CADETS
from lefl, are assistant coach Pat Lang, assistant coach Terry Huck, Tanner Booth, Makayla right defensively. No. Name Helght Gr.
Liedtke, Katie Hart and head coach Dan Liedtke. ’ Offensively, we make good 1 Avery Roff 5-5 09
ey : 2 Michelle Adkins 5-5 12
decisions and we can not 3 Gabby Bak 55 09
_ afford to take bad shots.” y, Baxer §
B 5 Chige Miller 5-6 09
Though they didn’t face |qg Katie Hart 5-2 10
them, when Isaly has |49 Alexis Enochs 61 1
: watched Fort Frye this sea- |13 MacKenzie White 52 09
‘ Y son it's just more of what |14 Brooke Haas 5-5 09
he’s grown act::ﬁu%tomcd to. g; Rmﬂl% Lal[ngm ??0 F‘J?
- “They're fundamentali ac awlo
‘ sound, ){)lay great defensg 23 Caleigh Fryman 5-9 11
. and shoot the ball well,” 24 Kelsay Adkins 59 09
Isaly said. “They iust don't |92 Tanner Booth 5-8 10
itly said. Y 35 Mikayla Liedtke 5-10 10
give you good looks. Coach |45 Megan Lledtke 511 12
‘ Ll‘eﬂflltll;{je does a great job {43 Karisa Lanﬂ 5-3 11
: with his program.” - |Head Coach: Dan Liedtke
From The Frye Athletic Department See, 3A, Page 8 Assistant coaches: Terry Huck, Pat Lang
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® 3A

Continued from Page 8

Knowing the sort of
defense the Cadets bring to
the table, Isaly spent a lot of
time this week stressing to
his squad to be able to capi-
talize on opportunities.

“Every possessmn,
ngainst Fort Frye, is criti-
cal,” Isaly said. “When we
played them two years ago
out here (at QUE), it wasn't
pretty. I hope we take care
of the ball and make smart
decisions.”

The Cadets know all
about River and the success
it's enjoyed this season.

“We're somewhat famil-
iar with them and they're
familiar with us and a lot of
the players played agamst
each other last year,
Liedtke said.

The Pilots are led by tal-
ented junior Jensen Caretti.
She’s receiving all sorts of
Division Iinterest.

“It's definitely nice
knowing you have o player
who's going to give you
probably 20 or 25 points a
game, at least 10 rebounds
a game and a few blocks a
game. Plus, she intimidates
people around the basket.
She’s really grown a lot and
she’s continued to get bet-
ter.”

inside and outside and
scores almost 28 points a

game. She's also River's,

top rebounder and shot
blocker.

“T can only go by last
year and Caretti is just a
phenomenal player,”
Liedtke said. “She can do a
Iot of things and if the game
gets to where she can do her
thing, she can be tremen-
dously dangerous.”

Though Caretti attracts
much of the attention of
opposing teams, Liedtke
knows . his squud must be
prepared for the Pilots col-
lectively, too.

Jynior Brielle Williams is
a solid second option for
Isaly and the Pilots. After
missing much of the last
two seasons with injuries,
Williams is scoring at a

At 6-1, she plays both

17.4 Bailey Caldwell and junior
Haylee Winkler are the top
substitutes for the Pilots,
who average 62.6 points a
game.

“We can’t focus just on

points per game clip

this winter.

Senior Haylee Bowers,
serior Devyn Potts and jun-
jor Abby Caldwell round
out the starting lineup.

Eberhart

Service Center

| Tire Repair * Brakes * Exhaust
Engine Rebuild * Road Call
Services & Much More

272 Old Steubenville Pike Rd., Cadiz, Ohio
740-942-2221

RW. PETRUSO

HEARING & AUDIOLOGY
CENTER,INC.

620 N. Main St.,
Washington, PA 15301
(724) 228-4327
51342 National Rd., St.
Clairsville, OH 43950
(740) 699-0400
Celebrating 40 years of.
helping people achieve better
hearing.

* Hearing Evaluations

. » Hearing Aids
* Repairs & Service on all
makes and models

- (800)475-9192

Caretti,” Liedtke said.
“Caretti is one of those
players who’s going to get
points, so we have {o make
sure we hold their other

. girls down, too.”

The Cadets, who are 17-
3, have had some ups and
downs, especially of late.
Though they've continued
to win with regularity,
Liedtke has had to shuffle

his lineup because of
injurtes.

“We had three girls get
hurt against Shenandoah
(on Feb. 2),” Liedtke said.

See, 3A, Page 15

T-L PhotnIMlKE PALM

PICTURED 18 the 2014-15 River
Bowers, Middle row, from laft, are
from left, are head coach Rlick lsal

Connors and asalstant coach Dean

{3 RIVER pll.o'rs

‘ﬁlﬂs baskatball laam Front row, from left, are Devyn Potts and Halay
Karpacs-B Kendra
¥ Ahby Caldwall Brioile Willams. Jansen Carat),

Caldwell.

and Balley Caldwell. Back row, .

aley Winkler, Tnﬁany

GO PILOTS! mom THE...
M.A.C.0. Workshop & MONROE MAVERICKS

(740) 472-5445

F.W.SCHUMACHER INSURANCE AGENCY)
" GOOD LUCK PILOTS!
140 N. Main St. Woodsfield, OH 740-472-0876

WOODSFIELD
o 140-472-1651 “Hio™ |

TRUE VALUE HOME CENTER
& JusT AsK RENTAL

GOOD LUCK
PiLOTS!

00D LUCK PILOTS FROM..

& RIVER
200 CLUB

BIG RED HOUSE
The Potter Inn

111 Main 8t, Clanngton, OH
740-213-4037
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UL, Harrison prep for rubber match in 4A

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

A lot of teams are famil-
jar with one another in
sports, )

But, Union Local and
Harrison Central are taking
familiarity to a different
level. _

After each won on its
home floor by 10 points
during the season, the two
teams will square off in a
rubber match Saturday
morning.

The stakes are just a bit
higher this time around,
however.

The top-seeded Jets and
second-seceded Huskies will
clash for the Class 4A
championship as the tip-off

game in the Wheeling
Hospital OVAC  Girls
Basketball Championship.

It seems only fitting that
the Jets and Huskies are
meeting for the title,
They’ve been the top two
teams in the 4A rankings all
season and showed why
during the aformentioned
semifinals.

“I think the best two

BELMONT CAREER CENTER
- 1 10 Fox Shannon Place, St. Clalrsville, OH

740-695-9130

HARRISON CAREER CENTER
82500 Cadiz Jewett Rd., Cadiz, OH

Hawthorna

UNION LOCAL JETS

No. Name Height Gr.
4 McKenzie Deese 5-5 09
11 Mia Milier 5-3 10
13 Saige Butler 5-9 11
14 Michaela Chaney 5-6 09
22 Sanni Saarenmaa 5-7 12
23 Haley Porter 5-5 09
24 Kaitiynn Clark-Patterson 6-0 10
25 Adréan Carlile 56 10
30 Ali Delanay 57 11
32 Kyile Russell 51 12
a Patton 60 12

33
Head Coach’ Kelley Hanlon
Assistant coach: Amy DelLaney

HARRISON CENTRAL HUSKIES

No. ame Height Gr.
3 Madison Doty 7 10
11 Alexis Yoho 5-4 10
12 Hannah Warrington 5-5 10
14 Morgan Carter 5-5 10
15 * Paige Richards 5-5 "
20 Rachel Morrison 5-7 10
21 Shianne Nameth 5 1
22 Emilee Yoho 5-4 02
23 Taylor Hunt 5-5 0%
30 D.J. Keesey 511 1
31 Ashley Mercer 57 10
32 Katie Ellzy 5-9 12
33 Alexia Dowdle 5-5 10
a5 Me an Stackhouse 5-6 10
Head Coach: Nick Yourkovich

Assistant coaches: Jay Smith, John Visser, Sarah

teams in 4A are playing
here,”

Harrison Central

740-942-2148
Ww BHCCenters.com Q“‘
“Want gcum Swccesa?
Get Careen Skitla!”

o&u B

head coach Nick
Yourkovich said. “We're
locking forward to it. Since
we are so familiar with ench
other, it'll be o matter of
adjustments, execution and
who remains more calm and
relaxed.”

Hanlon is excited for the

CIARK
KIRKIAND
FUNERAL
HOME INC. |

Since 1886

172 S. Main St.
Cadiz, OH

942-2650

Compdhawrds of Jol s Kiddered & Cliet Thur

GO HUSKIES!

T-L Photo/{IM NORTH
DISPLAYING THE Class 4A trophy that will be on the
line Saturday morning in the Wheeling Hospital
OVAC Girls Basketball Championship are Union
Local head coach Kelley Hanlon (lefty and Harrison
Central head coach Nick Yourkovich.

game, not just because it's a
conference championship
game, but to get the chance
to face a quality team once
again.

“I kind of knew, even
after the first time we
played them, that we’d
probably see them a few
more times,” Union Local
head coach Kelley Hanlon
said. “It just goes to show
that both programs are
where they should be.”

Harrison Central comes
into the frey as the defend-
ing champion in a similar
situation as the second seed.

“Really, the only thing
that’s different for us is that
we're  the  defending
champ,” Yourkovich said.
“Basically, we took the
same route together, so the
week is shaping up about
the same, which makes me
a little calmer about it than I
was last year.”

Union Local last won the
OVACtitlein 2011 when it
defeated Ouk Glen for the
3A title. '

For the Jets, it’s a matter
of continuing to “knock
down” their goals.

“Our first goal was to
have a better record than
last year and then the next
goal was the Buckeye 8,”
Hanlon said. “Being in this
game is an honor, but we're
not satisfied.”

Neither team had much
issue in getting to the cham-
pionship game during their
respective semifinals.

Union Local played as a
top seed is expected, rout-
ing East Liverpool, 64-37.

The Huskies reached the
title game thanks toa 73-51
victory against Oak Glen.

“Wilh the exception of
turning it over a little bit too
much, we played really,
really well (in the semifi-
nal),” Yourkovich admitted.
“Everyone, from top to bot-
tom, played well on
Monday. We were ready
and focused and played like
it."

Since, the teams know
each other as well as they
do, most hours this week
have been spent fine tuning
and preparing for adjust-
ments the other may make.

“You definitely didn’t

See, 4A, Page 11

740~G35-5121
-800*94&-9799

780 E. Main St.,"
- Cadiz, O
740-942-WELD
14 ¥

WHERE SERVICE CAN
BE EXPECTED

ORME Do-it Best
HARDWARE

HARDWARE SINCE 1868
Rental Center
(740) 432-2712
134 N, 11th 5t, Cambridge
40) 826-4160
n St., New Cancord
40) 942-1223
ncoln Ave,, Cadiz
(740) 488-6131
102 N, Rivar 5t, Newoomesstown
{330) 693-2812
. 4888 Elm St Berfia, OH

{740} 345-7515

51 East
634

67 West Main &, Mewark, OH

&% StateFarm-

TIM
BLUE

232 South Main St.
Suite A,
Woodsfield, OH

(740) 472-1381

tim.blue.lzkl@statefarm.com
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® 4A

Continued from Page 10

have to spend a lot of time
tracking down film or scout-
ing reports,” Yourkovich
soid. “We know what
they're going to do and they
know what we're going to
do. We know Union Local’s

a good team and we're defi- |

nitely not overlooking
them.”

The ultimate key for the
Huskies is defending the 3-
point line. Union Local has
connected on 124 3-point
goals this season, which is a
school record.

Individually, junior Alli
DeLaney has made 59 from
behind the arc and freshman

Haley Porter has 38 makes

- +Vinyl Lettering, ngos, Signs and Banners

to her credit.

DeLaney leads the Jets in
scoring at 18.4 points a
game, while Porter checks
in at 12.4 a night.

Ses, 4A, Paga 12

THE
RUNNER'S
CONNECTION

we go the extra mlle...

318 33rd St, Bediakro, ON
740-671-1982

Ed Tacosik

Photo Provided

PICTURED IS the 2014-15 Harrison Central girls basketball team. Front row, from left, are Paige Richards, Ale
Dowdla. Middle row, fram left, are Emilee Yoho, Mercedez Logsdon, Hannah Warrington, Megan Stackhouse and Rechal Mormison,

HARRISON
CENTRAL HUSKIES

Back row, from left, are Morgan Carter, Ashley Mencer, Shianne Namath, [.J. Keesay, Ketls Eilzy, Maddy Doty and Taylor Hunt.

“P.0, Bax 252, 40670 Belmont-Bethesda Road, Belmont, Ohic 43718

Call Toll Free B66.912.4853
Local 740.484,1744 Fax 740.484.1618

logoteksigns@

mail.com

ST. CLAIRSVILLE (740) 695-2487
BARNESVILLE (740) 425-3134

~ GOOD LUCK
ALL AREA TEAMS!

Gary’s

GOO0D LUCK
Body Shop| | HUSKIES!
127 West
Warrgg df?ztfeet’ SHURFAST

(740) 9422444

HOURS: M-F Bam-iﬂm

FOOD

e & MART &
" o= || SUDZEEZ

R - y
- 1 0 fast,
s e

217 E. Market St.,
Cadiz, OH

xis Yoho and Alexia

CROSSING HARDWARE |

YOUR HOW-TO-DO-IT STORE

Custom Mixed Paints
* Quickcrete * Screen Glass
} +Electrical * Plumbing
Pipe Threading * Lumber

FREEPORT, OHIO 740-658-3737
Monday-Saturday « 8-5 SHIRLEY ANN & FOXY

)
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By RICK THORP
Times Leader Sports Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
When the OVAC brass
devised its plan to create the
Wheeling Hospital
Basketball Tournaments,
one of its main objectives
was to create o one-stop-
shop, so to speak, where
prep basketball fans could
come and ke in quality
match-ups featuring the top
teams in the conference
from small to large.

But, it's hard to envision
that anyone associated with
building the event had any
inkling that such a tourna-
ment could pair state cham-
pions.

‘Such is the case this sea-

son. :
‘When Parkersburg South
_and. Morgantown meet for
“the 5A crown at 12:30 p.m.

s -Saturday it will feature a

battle of, not just the top
two seeded teams in the
class, .but the last two West
Virginia' Class AAA cham-
pions.

In fact, it will be the third
time the Patriots and
Mohigans have met in the
past three weeks.

The West Virginia
Region 1 rivals have split
their previous two meet-
ings, and both coaches
agree this week's get-
together promises to be
another dandy.

*“I expect a very good
basketball game beiween
two very good basketball
teams,”’ Morgantown head
coach Jason White snid
“Both of these teams are
very familiar with each
other. There’s no secrets
between the two.

““We've cach stolen a
game from each other on
our home courts."So, to play
ont 2 nevtral court I think, is
un exciting time for us.”

For Parkersburg South
head coach Scott Stephens,
he thinks the venue is moot.
He believes the two teams
could put on quite a show
anywhere.

PARKERSBURG .".‘>0UTI-|I_| PATRIOTS

No Name eight Gr.
4 Taryn McCutcheon 5-4 11
10 Jordan Johnson 5-4 10
12 Lexi Moore 5-6 10
14 Devin Hefner 5-6 09
15 Allison Currey 5-9 11
22 Breaunna Haynas 5-5 T
23 Keya Bartlett 54 12
30 Kelsay Profitt 5-6 12,
N Katalyn Enoch '5-5 12
33 Katelyn Byrd 5-9 1
34 Ambér McMullen 5-10 11
35 Mykalyn Fallon 510 M
42 Annpa Hayton 6-2 11
43 Laken Valentine 5-6 1}
52 Carlie Wilson 510 M
Head Coach: Scott Stephans

MORGANTOWN MOHIGANS
No. Name Height Gr.
3 Sammie Parks 5-3 12
5 Christina Secreto 5-6 12
10 Rachse] Laskody 6-0 11
11 Olivia Segaﬂie 5-3 12
12 Cassie Parks 5-5 10
21 Brie Gluliani 5-10 12
22 Sydney Holloway 510 11
24 Paige. Poffenberger 5-7 11
25  Fallon Nicholson 5-6 10
30 LlzeMomis . 510 11
32 Kiana Tuifer 5-8 11
a3 Lydla Adrian 511 10
40 akaehg? Milik 5-7 12
55 Shelby Boyle 510 11
Head Coach: Jason White
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South, Morgantown know each other well

between five and 11 points
per game. We'll run a lot of
kids in gnd try to find the
right combination.”’

White calls Olivia Segge
the leader the leader of the
tenm. She averages 8 points
and leads the team with 4.3
assists a game.

**She’s as quick as light-
ning and she’ll give you
everything he’s got,”” he
said.

Sydney Holloway paces
the Mohigans in scoring
(11.8) and rebounding
(6.7).

Other players to keep an
eye out for include Brie
Giuliani (8.1 ppg), Sammie
Parks (6.2 ppg), Rachel
Ladosky (6.2 ppg) and
Paige Poffenberger (6.2

g).
““We’re a team that wants
to get the game going up

and down (the court) and
we’ll try our best to execute
on the offensive end,”
White noted. ‘‘But this
game, the last time, was a
track meet, and this game
will be fun to watch.”

That’s fine
Stephens.

““If you just sit back and
waich, you're in for a long
evening,”’ he said. '‘They

with

Ses, 5A, Page 14

“It's just going to be
another good game with
two really good teams com-
peting against each other,”
he said.

“It should be a fan
game.”’

The Patriots (18-3), the
2013 state champion, and
the Mohigans (159-1), the
reigning trophy winner, last
met Febrnary 3 in
Morgantown where South
handed the champs their
fénly loss of the season, 67-

0.

The teams also met in
Parkersburg on January 27,
with Morgantown prevail-
ing, 47-34,

“In that last game, they
shot the ball really well and
they got out to a good
start,” White said of the
Patriots. **We crawled back
in it, but down the stretch
gave up too many offensive
rebounds and to0 many sec-
ond-chance opportunities.

**So, I think not turning

.the ball over, hitting the

boards hard and limiting
their second-chance oppor-
tunities will be big keys for
us Saturday. .

*“When we beat them,
our defense was our key.
We held them in the 30s
and we were plus-17 on the
boards"” -

The Mohigans throttled
Wheeling Park, 73-48, to
reach the final. It was the
sixth straight AAA ranked
squad Morgantown has
faced.

““We’'ve tun the gauntlet
of ranked teams, and we're
stili kind of running the
gnuntlet right now,”” White
noted.

Of it’s 19 victories, ail
but one — a 67-60 win
against Logan in December
— have been by double-
digits,

“Qur team is quick, ond
we have a lot of depth,”
White soid. *“We have sick-
ness right now, but, normal-
ly, I'il play 10 kids. I have
10 kids that average

Photo Provided

PICTURED IS the 2014-15 Parkersburg South girls basketball leam. Front row, from feft,
areAlexis Moare, Anna Hayton, Katelyn Enach, Amber McMullen, Keya Bartlett, Kelsay
Proffitt, Taryn McCutcheon and Savannah Hayes. Second row, from left, are Coach Ed
Davis, Asst. Coach Jordan Thomhill, Coach Stacey Houser, Jordan Johnson, Laken
Valentine, Lauren Mannah, Allie Taylor, Kailelgh Husk, Jerry Loonsy-scorebook and Head
Coach Scott Stephens. Third row, from left, are Cassie Whitlatch, Alllson Currey, Katalyn
Byrd, Mykalyn Fallon, Carlie Wilson, Devin Hefner, Jasmine Morris and Breaunna Haynes.

GOOD LUCK LADY PATRIOTS!

- From The
Parkersburg South

Girls Basketball
Boosters




‘OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL

DISPLAYING THE Class
5A trophy that will he on
the line Saturday after-
noon in the Wheeling
Hospital OVAC Girls
Basketball Championship
are Parkersburg South
A.D. Rick Leach (left)
and Morgantown head
coach Jason White,

T-L Phato/KIM NOATH

J MOHIGANS
i\"\i .

Photo Provided

" |, PICTURED (5 the 2014-15 Morgantown Mohigans girls basketball team. Front row, from

. laft, are Rachsl Laskody, Coach Matt Kelly, JV Coach Doug Goodwin, Head Coach Jason
White, Freshmen Coach John Fowkas, Coach Marcus Law and Lydia Adrian. Second row,
from left, are Shelby Boyle, Sydney Holloway, Bria Gluliani, Makaalynn Milik, Chdstina
Sacreto, Ollvia Seggle, Sammie Parks and Palge Poffenberger.

LET’S GO
MOHIGANS!

From The Morgantown H|gh
School Athletic Department
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@ 5A

Continued from Page 13

like to keep it in the 50s.
We'd like to be in the 70s or
BOs,

*‘They have great shoot-
ers on the perimeter and
have great players on the
inside. You have to Keep
them off the giass.

**This is probably the
only team in the state that’s

_outrebounded us. That will

be a key ..hitting the
boards.””

South’s top all-around
player is Taryn

McCutcheon. The Michigan
State recruit 1s averaging

11.7 points and 6.7 assists
per outing. Against Logan
this past Tuesday, she had
eight points, 10 assists and
three steals.

“‘But they have five girls
that can flat-out play and
they're  well-coached,”
White stressed.

Keyn Bartlett, who holds
the record for 3-pointers in
a state tournament game,
paces the Patriots with 17.1
PPE.

Anna Hayton averages
13 ppg, while Katelyn Byrd
checks in at 10.3 ppg.

**“They secem to take
turns,”’  Stephens noted.
“Byrd had 25 ngainst
Logan. it's not just one per-
son. You just can’t focus on
McCutcheon and Bartlett.””

After Saturday, there’s a
possibility both teams could
play twe more times
{regional and state tourna-
ments).

“I think every time we
play, it’s a big game,”
White snid.

“It's one that everyone
circles on their calendars.”

@ 4A

Continued from Page 12

have their strengths,”
Hanlon said. “We try to put
them in at the right time to
use those strengths. We had
an off game against Monroe
Centrai.

“l think that pgame
showed these girls that it
can happen if you don’t
come out ready to play.”

Harrison Central isn’t as
high octane as the Jets in
terms of shooting the 3-
pointer, but it has a go-to-
player on the interior in sen-
ior Katie Ellzy. The Robert
Morris softball signee aver-
ages 17 points a game and
12 rebounds.

“Katie is the type of girl
who doesn’t get too high or
too low,” Yourkovich said.
“She comes every day
focused and nothing bothers

her. She just goes out and
plays.”

Paige Richards is the cat-
alyst ot the point guard spot.
She had a huge game
against the Jets in the last
meeting.

Richards made a living at
the line in the prior meeting,
sinking all 14 of her tries.

“We've been working
really hard to make sure we
don’t make the same mis-
takes we made in the last
game,” Hanlon soid.

“We decided that we
needed a lot of work on
defense, so we've been real-
ly working on it in practice.
We’ve been mixing it up
and we’ll probably mix it up
again on Saturday.”

Joining Ellzy on the low

Seae, 4A, Page 15

HARRISON CENTRAL'S
Katia Ellzy goes up for a
shot during a game this
season.

IS HERE NOW!

Howard Long
WELLNESS GENTER

OF (§)WHEELING HOSPITAL
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@ 3A

Continued from Page 12

“We hiad a girl miss a week
with a concussion, my
daughter (Makayla) broke
her thumb on her shooting
hand, so she’s limited and
we had a girl tweak a knee.
I do think we're going to be
back pretty much healthy
for this game.” '
The Cadets, who buried
13 triples in their semi-final
win against Barnesville, are
led by Megan Liedtke and
Makayla Liedtke. _
Megan Liedtke went for a
career-high 34 in the semi-
final. Michelle Adkins
ndded 19 in that game.
Junior Alex Enochs also
- had a big game in the semi-
final and has played well
this season.
“They have a lot of
weapons,” Isaly said, “Even
though they have three
“key’ players, the other
.. Players are good, too. We
can't leave those girls open

Bakery

RIVER'S Devyn Po
looks for somewhera to
go with the ball during
Monday's gama.

because they’ll make you
pay.”

Karisa Lang, Kate Hart,
Mackenzie White, Tanner
Booth, Caleigh Fryman and
Avery Roof also logged
minutes against the
Shamrocks
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Continued from Page 14

block is D.1. Keesey, who is
a solid rebounder and scor-
ing option. Shianng Nameth
is a solid shooter from the
perimeter.

Maddy Doty rounds out

the starting lineup and is a
solid defender.

Alexia Dowdle has devel-
oped into a solid role player
off the bench.

Save money. Live better.

‘ST. CLAIRSVILLE

NOW HIRING
JOIN OUR TEAM

Located @ the corner of St. Rt. 7 & _
250 Bridgeport, Ohio
740-633-8897

“We have 35 years of experience”

tristateautoohio.com

GOOD LUCK TO ALL
TEAMS AT THE OVAC

CHAMPIONSHIPS!

- An Employee owned Company

. Grocery Store - Deli

R) EMPLOYEE

OWNED
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BEST WISHES FOR

We can help you prepare for the season, and stay by your
side until the last game is played and beyond.

. Call: 304-243-3307




OVE Irls
B *
WHEELMG HOSPITAL OYAC GIRLS
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHP
SEMIFINALS
CLASS 1A
CONOTTON YALLEY 52, ST. JOHM 50
CONOTTON YALLEY (52) = Colllg 1, 24 4;
Bower 10, 13-25 37, Jonea 0, 0-0; Lyen 0, 1-2
1; Adking 0, 0-0 0; Aussall 2, 1-2 5; 2.1
26, Totals, 15-58, 16-24. 5T. J0HN L
(50) = Froshlich 4, 3-4 20: Rase , 4-4 18;
Lexmasters 1, 1-2.3; Alvey 3, (0 7; Lowa 1, 00
2, Santinoceto 0, G-0 0; Manukin 0, 0- 0. Tolals,
18-53, B-18.
Three-paln| goals: Coneftan Valley (4) —
Bawer, 4. St. John Cenlral {4) — Hose, 2;
Froshich, 1; Alvey, 1.

N, NA 59, TRINITY 53
TRINITY (sa%-um:tzmz;smsm 15;
Seurbom 2 -Eﬁ;H.DM_‘(m-DZ;PodohstG
1-4 7, Barngtt 4 1-2 12; Tynded 0 0-0 0; Dakey D
(H0 0. Totals 18 1017 53, MADONNA (59) —
Holl 2 4-4 8; Bondti 1 0-0 2; Payne 0 G-0 G;
Moora 1 1-2 3; banhart 2 2-3 6; 41496
22; Travaglino 0 0-0 0; Lammers 5 2-4 12;

3008, Totals 18 23-29 59
3-Point Goals: Bamatt 3, Myars, Evans,
CLASS 2A
BRIDGEPOAT 42, CLAY BATTELLE 31
CLAY-BATTELLE (31} — Tennant 0 0-0 0;
Ammona 4 4-5 14; Jories 3 1-2 B; B. Webar 3 0-
0 6; Barr 1 0-0 2; Bryner 0 0-0 0; Totaks: 1143
5-8, BHI‘I‘)GEPUH‘I]' {42) — KmA Bmﬂi
Massay 4 2-2 10; Trouton 0 00 G; D.
0-0 14; Schal 2 0-2 4; Jotson 0 00 0; Totaks:
16-51 89,
Three-Point Goals; Clay-Battefie 4 {Ammaons 2,

, Bar).
WHEELING CENTRAL 53, FRONTIER 42
FRONTIER (48) — 1225 6; Maston 4 1-
49, Moms 2357, 4 79 15; Newdan

0 0-2 0; Graham 0 00 0; Daugharty 5 00 10;
Strickler 0 0-0 0; Tolals: 17 13-24 48,
WHEELING CENTRAL {53) ~ Ryan 2 0-0 4;
Paviovic 0 (-0 0; A.Bennington 0 1-2 1;
Re.Blaha 2 34 7, 5. Bennington 3 3-3 9; Bakar
B 24 18; Calissia 2 2-5 7; Duplaga 3 2-2 §;
Tolats: 20 13-20 48,

3-Point Goats: Brickover; Caliash

RIVER 69, LINSLY 52
LINSLY (52) — Altson 4, 2-4 10; Brunner 5, 3-3
18; Orlh 5, 35 13; Vahala 4, 1-2 10;

0, 1-2 1; Tolals: 18, 10-18 52 AIVEA (B9} — A,

Galdwedl 1, 0-0 2; Potis 3, 1-1 7, Bowera 2, 0-0
4 Williams 6, 3-8 17, Carelti 9, 5-8 23; B.
wgm’"%”%&“%?ﬁ‘@é%&a B

q L — 5), -8

Ot PRYETY

FORT FRYE 77, BARMESVILLE 39
mnuﬁswu.ﬁ(%-mmoo@u.sm
0000, Sloalls 1 0-0 2, Puumly 2 2-2 6, Hankn 2
0-D 4, Dowler 4 -0 10, Jackaen 0 0-0 0,
Hannahs 1 1-2 3, Mackavich 4 4:5 14, Toohsy 0
{0 0, Christman 0 00 0, Totals 1333 7-0 1,
FORTT FRYE (77) — oot 0 0-0 0, Akina 7 00
19, Mller 0 2-2 2, Hart D 0-2 0, Enochs 7 31 15,
Whta 0 0-1 0, Fryman 0 00 0, Booth 0 2-2 2,
Undtke 1 00 2, Llsdtke 11 55 34, Lang 1 -0 3,
Tolals 2747 16-1377.

3-point B - (2, Markovich (2); F
—-Ma.Egﬁnm.Ndm(%f_mg.
CLASS
UNICH LOCAL 64, EAST LIVERPOOL 37
EAST LIVERPOOL (37) - Edgell B, 47 17, C.
Davis 0, 0-0 0; M. Davis 0, 00 0; Bmith 0, 00 0;
Raso 3, 1-2 8; Wiliams 2, 00 4; 0,121;

OAK GLEN {51) — Amott 5,
3-4 3; Witharow 2, 4-

006, , 00 0; Nameth
3511, EYoho 0, 0 0; Hni 0, 00 0;
§, 2-2 14, Mancer 1, 00 2; Ellzy 13, 56 97,
Dawda 1, 0-0 2; Stackhousa 1,0-2 2. Tolals 20,
101573,
a-polnt,‘i;cla!a: 0 — Armnatt (2}, Witharow,
McXay, H — HMLSA(SEA. Nameth (2), Doty.

c 5A

Momantown 73, Whesling Park 48
WHEELING PARK {48) — c."ﬂmbmo 12;
Daughiery 000 0; Shutz 01-2 1; Johnson 4 2-
aty; rer §0-0 11; Stawart 100 2, L.
Robb 1 00 8; McKennen 2 1-2 5; Kendla 0 0-0
G; Kamall 9 0-0 0. Tolaka 19 4.7 48
MGHGANTOH;N (73)-8. Pgrla 49-010;

412 ;5&9%&20—0 3 Glubiami B 0-0
2%42—21;P 8 2 2-2 6;
Boyle 2 2-36; Secrelo 2 0-2 4; Ml 1 0-2 2. C.
Parks 1 0 2; Nichotson 0 0-0 D; komis 0 00 0;
Tutner 0000, Totale 30 7-13 73
3-Palm Qoals: C. Robb 4, Johnson,
Bumgardner; Ghilian] 4, Parks 2

SOUTH 73, JOHN MARSHALL 30
JOHN MARSHALL (30} -« A Damow 1 00 2;
Filben 3 24 8; Kaylor 1 0-0 2; T. Demow 3 8-10
14; McMullan 0 00 0; Coss 0 00 0; F sl
000 0; Linder 1 00 2; Patrick 000 0; §

0 0-00; Henderson 1 0-0 2 Totak 10 10-14 30

4
uoitr.aamausamu;amowu:mmg
3-3 19; Wiison 1 0-0 2; Johnson 0 0-0 0;

000 0; Hatner 1 1-23; Carray 0 0-0 0; Haynes
1 4-4 7 Piollilt 1 0-D 2; Enoch 2 2-2 6,
McMulilan 2 04 4; Falion 2 2.2 7; Valentine 1 0-
DngMaBZGIS-IQTG

NS

. SHADYSHE 71, HUNDRED 18
HUNDRED {18) — Postlawails 0, 0-0 0
Umstead 0, 1-3 1; Gl 1, 00 3; Philipa 3, 4-5
11; Topp 0, 0-0 O; Miller D, 1—21;3’&9%_
Yhealer 0, 1-2 1; Hostuller 0, 01 G
815 18. SHADYSIDE {71) - Ramsay 1, (-0
Eneix 3, 3-69; Fiekdng 6, 34 15; Ccogra 5, 1+
2 11, Johnson 9, 2.2 2; Osman 2, 00 4; Rosser
3 .

T
giﬂ
wra
?
%]
-

Freeman @, 0-2 0; Conkus 1, 2.2
0; Pitich 0, 0-0 0, 0, 00 0; Tolals: 21,
3-poit goals: BL — Thetss, St G, — DeFifppo
(3?-“11

EHS0M 52, BELLARE 48
BELLAIRE {48) — Kidder 4 2-3 10, Bumey 3 0-
(8, Davis 0 0-0 0, Gidespia 2 4-6 8, Stonar 2 0-
(4, Crook 7 3-4 23, Mzupln 0 0-1 0, Totals: 18
9-14. EDISON (62) — Marisan 0 0-0 0, Proffitt
134 5, McConnet! 0 04 0, Fankhouser 5 3-5
13, Anderson 5 0-2 14, Reynolds 0 00 0, Cline
11-23, Miller 01-2 1, Huff 6 0-0 14, Springer 1
0-0 2 Talals: 18815,

Threa-Poirt Goals: Bellaire 3 (Crook 3); Edison
6 {Andarson 4, Hudf 2)
STEUBENVILLE CC 47, NONROE 41
STEUBBMU.E CATHOLIC &4?} - Yited 0
00; Barigia 4 01 9; Harized 2 2.2 8; Parkinson
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SPORTS

Magnolia wins Class 3A OVAC
title; Ferry girls ousted in D-Ij|

Magnoliu, which necded overtime to get
to the Class 3A championship game of the Buckeye Local

OVAC Boys cight.
Basketball tournament on Friday {u §

Monroe Ceniral, built 3 23-point lead and (4,
then had to hang on for a 67-65 victory

Wheeling  Hospital

Monday night.

The Blue Eagles reccivec
senior Spencer Campbell (26)

i Tinc play from

point guard Preston Boswell (20). Junior  test,

Kyle Ritz also had cight points. Derrick

Blain gave good minutes
scoring seven,

Fort Frye,‘ which is now 19-3 on the with 26
scason, reccived 23 points from Justin

Ryan Moflo

Jacob Dobdna

Jeremny Ferrard
off the bench, Cce-Bccg’.

Clay-Battelie 76, Beallsville 72
Zach Moore scored
AL Lemley had 22 g
and junior Beallsville in an

d 25 points and Jlosh
8 Clay-Balclle edged
OVAC consolation con-

added 13 points for the

Chad Louden topped the Blue Devils

Anderson and 19 from Seth Lagracn. [roints.

Oak Glen 61, Martins Ferry 53
At Martins Ferry, the host Purple Riders
(10-11) got outscored 31-21 in the second  carly lead
and four}h quarters inside the Tolbert Hunter
Gymnasium in an OVAC consolation Raornesville

round game.

Atjay Burress led the hosts with 20 G
adozen — all

points. Taylor Shane added

on three-pointers — while Emilio respectivel
Appolloni chipped in 10 points. Scnior : 4

Jake Barritt increased his ali-time assists

total by 11.

_ Martins Ferry travels (o Universitly High
in Morgantown Thursday night in another Ridgewood

OVAC consolation Eame.

Buckeye Trail 43, Buckeye Local 37
At Connorville, the Panthers (0-21H The Pu
search for that eluvise first victory camc  delficit at 1
up a bit short Monday night against the
Invading Wurriors in an OVAC consoia-

tion game.

Harrison Central

King’s scven,

pojnts, while Chitse Mercer way
one back with 25, Mike

y Palmer added 10

Barnesville 66, Hundred 52
Al Hundred, the Sh

anwocks surged to an

and went on Lo post the victory.

Graham led all scorers for
‘ with 19 poins.
Durien Decher added 13, while Hunter
corge, Guetan Sinisag
Wells went lor i2,

alli and Mitchell
11 and 10 points,

GIRLS

Division I1I Sectional

Ridgewood 73, Martins Ferry 34
At Dover, M

arting Ferry’s girls Spotted

: a 19-2 cushion after one and
simply never recove
Nl sectional play.

red, falling in Division

rple Riders stared up at a 40-15
he halr.

The Riders were led
Mylealh Coleman’s 13

by sopltomore
and junior Tyrah

Escapes East Liverpool

By KIM NORTH

For The Intelligencer

CADIZ — Don't tell
the boys® basketball teams
from East Liverpoo! and
Harrison Central that a
third-place %ame doesn’t
mean something as the two
Buckeye B rivals hooked
up in the Wheeling Hospi-
tal Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference consolation
game Tuesday night.

Brandon Mitchell’s 3-
point attempt from the
right wing was just short
otgthe rim as the buzzer
sounded, allowing the sec-
ond-seeded Potters to
escape the rowdy John W.
Stephenson Center with a
74-73 victory against the
No. 4 Huskies (14-8).

“They carme out in a 1-
3-1 defense, so we drew
something up for that, plus
the 2-3 zone and the man-

to-man,” Harrison Central
coach Justin Clifford
explained of his team’s
last-second stmteg&;. “We
could've attacked the bas-
ket a [ittle earlier, but it
wasn’t what we drew up.
“We had a goad shooter
with an open look, but the

ball just didn’t fall. You.

can't ask for any more.”

The last possession
came after the Potters’
Isaac Davidson calmly
meshed both ends of a 1-
and-1 with 14.2 seconds
showing, which followed
Mitchell’s trifecta from the
left cormer at the 42-sec-
ond mark that gave Harri-
son Central its only lead,
73-72.

East Liverpool shot out
to an early adavantage as
Harrison Central missed
six of its first seven shots
and its first two free

throws. That, coupled with
four turnovers, allowed the
Potters to take an 18-10
fead.

Both teams warmed up
in the second quarter,
cvenly dividing 48 points,
as the Potters still held an
eight-point margin, 42-34,

he lead ballooned to
57-41 when Davidson tal-
lied five quick points, but
Harrison Central scored
the final five to trail 57-46
with eight minutes remuin-
ing in regulation.

East Liverpool still
maintained a 13-point
advantage — 65-52 — as
the clock showed 4:21.
However, that's when
things started to fall apart a
little for the Potters. They
were whistied for three
technical fouls and had a

See HUSKIES Page 15

scored 10 points to lead
and Damion Beall added

piaced Buckeye Trail with
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No. 9 Madonna Moves
On to Championship

WEIRTON - For the fourth time in
five years the No, 9-ranked Madonna girls
basketball team has advanced to the OVAC
1A tifle game,

With a gritty 59-54 victory against Mor-
antown Trinity on Monday, the Blue Dons
ace Conotton Valley for the championship

on Saturday at Ohio University-Eastern.
Tip off is nﬂpmximulely 3pm.

e Rockets knocked off the Blue Daons,
46-30, in last year's title game. They have
reached the tournament for three-stiaight
5245008,

Inside the Bill Barrett Gymnasium,
Madonna successfully knocked down
fourth quarter free throws in order to set up
the rematch with Conotton Valley.

The Blue Dons {12-7) were 11 of 14
from the foul line in the fourth quarter to
halt a Trinity comeback. For the game,
Madenna was 23 of 29 from the line.

In the first quarter, the Blue Dons
opened up a 6-0 run and eventually led 11-
2. However, the Warriors (10-8) battled
back and took a 2-point lead before
Madonna converted the last eight points to
held a 19-13 lead ofter the first frame.

The Blue Dons went Il.lrf) by double digits
for the first time when Monica Bragg hit a
jumper to go up 25-15 ot the 6:34 mark of
the second quarter. Madonna led 32-19 at
halftime be?orc slowing down the pace in
the third quarter, .

Madonna has now earned five-straight
wins gver the Monongalia County Christian
school. Last year, it knocked off the War-
riors, 39-38, in the OVAC 1A semifinal
game. The two teams are slated to face
each other again on Feb, 16 in Weirton.

Bragg led all scorers with 22 points. The
junior standout also had five blocks, five
steals, three assists and 11 of the Blue
Dons’ 31 rebounds. They held a command-
ing advaniage on the glass as the Warriors
had just 20 rebounds.

atie Lammers added 12 points for
Madenna and Holt finished with eight
Boints. nlong with three steals. The Blue

ons forced 16 turnovers, while turning
the ball over 21 times, themselves. Myers
led Trinity with five steals and also added
12 points. Emily Evans had a team-high 17
potats for the Warriors.

Conotton Valley 52, St. John 50

BELLAIRE — Olivia Bower scored a
ame-high 37 points as Conotton Valley
efeated St. John.

Lindsay Froehlich had a double-double
with 20 points and 14 rebounds for the
Irish while Marissa Rose netted 18.

Class 4A

Harrison Central 73, Oak Glen 51

CADIZ ~ Katie Ellzy poured in 31
%oints to lead Harrison Central (16-5) in an

VAC 4A semifinal game.

D.J. Keesey had 14 for the Huskies

while Shianne Nameth finished with 11.

Alex Arnott scored 26 points for Oak
Glen (14-5}_&:01

Union 64, East Liverpool 37

MORRISTOWN — Union Local had five
irls score in the rout to advance to the

lass 4A title game..

Al Delaney led the way with 18 points,
Haley Porter had 16, Mikayla scored 15,
Kaitlynn Clark-Patterson put up eight, and
Kylie Russell had the last seven for the

Jets.
OVAC Consolations
Buckeye Trail 51, Bishop Donahue 36
McMECHEN ~ Jenni Carmichael
scored 12 points to lead Buckeye Trail over
Bishop Donahue,
Hannah Smith and Karlie Hensley both
scored 11 points for the Warriors,
Jewe] Purpura led the way for the Bish-
ops with a game-high 18 lﬁlt'nets
n 52, Be 48
EDISON — Edison jumped out to a 15-

l:qiut lead en route to a victory against Bel-
ire.

Kayla Huff and Sarah Anderson both led
the Wildcats with 14 points.

Skylar Fankhauser wasn't far behind
with |3 points,

Nina Crook led the Big Reds with a
game-high 23 points,

Steubenville Catholic 47
Monree Central 41

WOODSFIELD — Samm Simmons
scored 10 points to lead Steubenville
Cn{holic o o victory against Monroe Cen-
tral.

Three other Crusaders scored nine points
in Brittany Bertoia, Gabby Capaldi and
Miranda Parkinson.

Carly Baker scored a game-high 11
ints to lead the Seminoles while Allison
uhn had 10,

Shadyside 71, Hundred 18
SHADYSIDE — Shadyside had three
1s in double figures as they won in an

VAC consolation game.

Kenzie Fielding scored 15 to lead the
Tigers while Haylee Gregan had 12 and
Jessica Cicogna finished with 11.

11 of Hundred’s 18 points came from
Josie Phillips.

St. CI ille 58, Beaver Local 40

ST, CLAIRSVILLE — Anna DeFilippo
and Alexis St. Clair combined for 40 points
for St. Clairsville (10-11) to win in an
OVAC Tournament consolation game.

Stephanie Silva scored eight for the Red
Devils.

Indian Creck 73, Brooke 57

WINTERSVILLE — Bre Berryman
recorded a team-high 30 points, and
Bethany Davis delivered 25 points to offset
Brooke’s Angela Staffileno game-high 31
points as Indian Creek (10-11) collected a
victory in an OVAC Tournament consola-
tion game.

Pa{gc Farmer helped Brooke (2-14)
with 12 points and Gabbie Velegol had 10.
: BOYS’
The Blgg House Classic
Man 79, Paden City 74

CHAREESTON — Man held off a small
Paden City comeback in the fourth quarter
to claim a victory.

Kenny Adkins scored a game-high 22
leéints to lead Man while Jake Adkins had

John Keffer had 15 points, Marquell
Brown bucketed 12 and Daniel Duchanan
netted 10.

. Kennedy Cain and Luke Cooper both
scored 21 peints to lead the Wildcats (8-9)
while Hayden Hizer contributed with 17.

Cooper led with 14 rebounds while
Hizer dished out five assists,

Magnolia 77, Valley Fayette 72, OT

CHARLESTON — Magnolia pumped
out a tough overtime period to defeat Val-
ley Fayetie.

Three Blue Eagles scored in double fig-
ures as Preston Boswell scored 25 points
while Spencer Campbell had 22.

Mitch Winters bagged a double-double
with 15 points and 12 rebounds.

Henry Barron led the way for the Grey-
hounds with 26 points while Zac Warden

had 21.
Regular Season
Hundred 69, East Richland Christian 52

HUNDRED —~ Brandon Armstrong and
Danny Stewart both tallied double-doubles
as Hundred defeated East Richlond Chris-
tian,

Armstrong led the way with 21 points
and grabbed 10 boards while Stewart buck-
eted 15 and had 10 rebounds.

Holden Moore had 17 points for the
Hornets (4-13).

MOHIGANS

(Continued from Page 13)

“I thought the pace of the game early was
in our favor, g%ll_r]lg up and down,” Mohigans
coach Jason White said. “With our depth,
that was an opportunity to wear them out
early. But I have to give them a lot of credit,
Coach (Ryan) Young has done a good '£b.
Those kids kept battling to the end and they
didn’t give up. They made a nice little run in
the third quarter.”

Wheeling Park guard Chloe Robb
pumped in of her four 3s in the third
juarter, cutting the Mohigans' lead to 55-

0. But moments iater, Giuliani answered
with a 3, and the Patriots would get no clos-
er.

“Brieis a t shooter, and on any given
night it could be Brie, it could be Liv. (Seg-
gie), or Sammie {Parks), or Christina (Secre-
ta). It's pick your poison,” White said. “You
want to guard one, you're going to leave
another one open, and they are dangerous.”

Robb finished with 12 points for Wheel-

' Phato by Seth Staskey
River's Brielle Willlams Iooks for somaewhere to
move the ball while being guarded by Linsly junior
Morgan Brunner,

LINSLY

(Continued from Page 13)

Linsly coach Maggie Allison udmitted that the Cadets’
gé'i?h plan was to attempt someone other than Carettj
e
““You just have to hand it to River in the third quarter,”
Allison said. “They came out hot and it seemed like
everyone who shot the ball was Lgutting it in the hoop. We
knew we would have to make their other players beat us
and in the third quarter .., they did.” ‘
Linsly got as close as two three times in the fourth, but
each time, River had an answer. Caretti, who scored 23
points, snagged 11 rebounds and blocked five shots,
]s;cnred 10 in the fourth, which helped hold the Cadets at
ny. .
*We told the girls at halftime that we couldn't allow
them to get on runs,” Isaly said. “We had to be prepared
to answer and we did just that in the fourth.”
Caretti’s production was complemented by Williams’
17. Potts added seven,

BULLDOGS

(Continued from Page 13)

good defense,” Bridgeport coach Rob Zitzelsberger said.
‘We took away their pick-and-roll. We really stepped it
up on that end of the floor.” '

Bridgeport, ranked second in the Buckeye State among
Division IV schools, found itself locked in a 19-all stale-
mate after two quarters of action, despite the Cee-Bees
committing 10 first-half turnovers,

“We thought are chances were pretty good being tied
at the half even though we didn't play that well,” Clay-
Battelle coach Heather Stadler said. “Our defense kind of
Iet us down a little at the beginning of the second half,
We didn't play quite as well. They kept getting it inside
on us, but we never gave up.”

Junior dandy Caitlyn Kroll didn’t have one of her bet-
ter ni%ht’s shooting the ball, so she turned to the distribu-
tor role. After she gave the Bulldogs the lead for %ceod
with a basket to start the third quarter, sophomore Deja
Massey took over.

The 5-9 center tied her career-high of 14 points by net-
ting 12 in the second half, with none coming further than
three-foot. Four of her six field goals came off assists b
Kroll, who executed the four corner offense in the fo
quarter to near-perfection.

Kroll would finish with six helpers to go along with 14
poeianlgs, o game-tying-best 11 rebounds and half-a-dozen
st

““That’s our gnme plan all of the time,” Zitzelsberger
said of keeping the ball in Kroll’s hands as much as pos-
sible. “She (Caitlyn) isn’t selfish at all. All she wants to
do is win,

“It’s not all about the points to her,” he sdded. *“She’s a
very unselfish player and you saw that her first two years
when she was dishing off to a pair of 1,000-point scorers
in Nicole Smolenak and Maclaine Murad.

“I"'m proud of the way the girls battied,” he noted. *We
will have our hands full Saturday.”

With the win, the Bulldogs move on to Saturday’s title
tilt against second-seeded Wheeling Central, which dis-
K’:IltChed No. 3 Frontier, 53-48, in the other semifinal

onday night in East Wheeling. Bridgeport knocked off
the Maroon Knights in last year’s semifinals before
falling to Frontier in the finals. -

Tip-off is set for 5:30 p.m. inside Ohio University
Eastern’s Health and Physical Education Building,

Briana Massey finished her home career with 10
points, six rebounds and a pair of blocked shots. .

Abbie Ammons paced the Cee-Bees with 14 points,
Briana Weber snagged 11 rebounds as the visitors led
40-37 off the glass.

Bridgeport shot a cool 18-for-57 (31.6%), while Clay-
Battelle could only muster a frigid 25.6% on 11 of 43.
The Cee-Bees charted 16 turnovers, half as many as the
Bulldogs.

KNIGHTS —

{Continned from Page 13)

Wheeling Central — the No. 1 team in Class A — got
an early mne-goint lead in the third quarter before
momentum shifted to the Cougars’ side. Frontier went on
4 12-3 run to tie the game at 30 with 90 seconds left in
the quarter. The run was fueled by turnovers and six
points from Sammi Morris that had’ the Frontier faithful
on their feet,

Morris finished with just those six points while for-
ward Lexi Brickover led the team with 15 and Jenna




riors, 39-38, in the OVAC 1A semifinal
game. The two teams are slated to.face
each other again on Feb. 16 in Weirton.
Bragg led all scorers with 22 points. The
Junior standout nlso had five blocks, five
steals, three assists and 11 of the Blue
Dons’ 31 rebounds. They held 2 command-
ing advantage on the glass as the Warriors
had fust 20 rebounds,
atie Lammers added 12 points for
Madonna and Holt finished with eight
E{)ints, aloencF with three steals. The Blue
ons forced 16 turnovers, while turning
the ball over 21 times, themselves, I:Igers
led Trinity with five steals and also added
12 points. Emily Evans had a team-high 17
points for the Warriors,
Conotton Valley 52, St. John 50
BELLAIRE — Olivia Bower scored a
ame-high 37 points as Conotton Valley
gefeated St. John.
Lindsny Froehlich had & double-double
with 20 points and 14 rebounds for the
Irish while Marissa Rosg Eet{ed 18.

Harrison Central 73, Oak Glen 51

CADIZ — Katie Ellzy poured in 31
g)ints to lead Harrison Central (16-5) in an

VAC 4A semifinal game.

D.J. Keesey had 14 for the Huskies
while Shianne Nameth finished with 11.

Alex Amott scored 26 points for Oak
Glen (14-5),

Union Local 64, East Liverpool 37

MORRISTOWN — Union Local had five
%irls score in the rout td advance to the

lass 4A title game..

Ali Delaney led the way with 18 points,
Haley Porter had 16, Miﬁayla scored 15,
Kaitlynn Clark-Patterson put up eight, and
Kylie Russell had the Iast seven for the

Jets,
OVAC Consolations :
Buc.keEe Trail 51, Bishop Donahue 36
McMECHEN - Jenni Carmichael
scored 12 points to lead Buckeye Trail over
Bishop Donahue.
Hannah Smith and Karlie Hensley both
scored 11 points for the Warriors.
Jewel Purpura led the way for the Bish-
ops with a Eamc-hlggh 18 points,
dison 52, Bellaire 48
EDISON — Edison jumped out to a 15-

Anre e e dMARD TLASW L LVUTLL ) LY WWLLL AU B
OVAC Tournament consolation game.
Stephanie Silva scored eight for the Red
Devils.
Indian Creek 73, Brooke 57
WINTERSVILLE — Bre Berryman
recorded a team-high 30 points, and
Bethany Davis delivered 25 points to offset
Brooke's Angela Staffileno game-high 31
points as Indian Cregk (10-11) collected a
victory in an OVAC Tournament consola-
tion game.
Puifge Farmer helped Brooke (2-14)
with 12 points and Gabbie Velegol had 10.
: BOYS!
The BigF House Classic
Man 79, Paden City 74
CHARLESTON — Man held off a smail
Paden City comeback in the fourth quarter
to claim a victory.
Kenny Adkins scored a game-high 22
ll}gints to lead Man while Jake Adkins had

John Keffer had 15 points, Marquell
Brown bucketed 12 and Daniel Duchanan
netted 10.

- Kennedy Cain and Luke Cooper both
scored 21 points to lead the Wildcats (8-9)
whiie Hayden Hizer contributed with 17.

Cooper led with 14 rebounds while
Hizer dished out five assists.

Magnolia 77, Valley Fayette 72, OT

CHARLESTON — Magnolia Ipumvged
out a tough overtime period to defent Val-
ley Fayette.

Three Blue Eagles scored in double fig-
ures as Preston Boswell scored 25 points
while Spencer Campbell had 22.

Miich Winters bagged a double-double
with 15 points and 12 rebounds.

Henry Barron led the way for the Grey-
hounds with 26 points while Zac Wardén

had 21.
Regular Season
Hundred 69, East Richland Christian 52

HUNDRED - Brandon Armstrong and
Danny Stewart both tallied double-doubles
as Hundred defeated East Richland Chris-
tan,

Armstrong led the way with 21 points
and grabbed 10 boards while Stewart buck-
eted 15 and had 10 rebounds.

Holden Moore had 17 points for the
Hornets (4-13).

MOHIGANS

(Continued from Page 13)

“I thought the pace of the game early was
in our favor, going up and down,” Mohigans
conch Jason te said. “With our depth,
that was an opportunity to wear them out
early. But I have to give them a lot of credit,
Coach (Ryan) Young has done a good job.
Those kids kept battling to the end and they
didn’t give up. They made a nice litile run in
the third quarter.”

Wheeling Park guard Chloe Robb
pumped in three of her four 3s in the third
ﬂlmrter, cutting the Mohigans' lesd to 55-

0. But moments later, Giuliani answered
with a 3, and the Patriots would get no clos-
er,

“Brie is a shooter, and on any given
night it could be Brie, it could be Liv. (Seg-
gie), or Sammie (Parks), or Christina (Secre-
to). It’s pick your poison,” White said. “You
want to guard one, you're going to leave
another one open, and they are dangerous.”

Robb finished with 12 points for Wheel-
ing Park, and Kendra Johnson and Tamara
Bumgardner added 11 apijece.

Sammie Parks and Sydney Holloway
cach added 10 points for Morgantown, and
Shelby Boyle had six rebounds. Thirteen
Mohigans played and 10 scored in the con-
test.

“The past cou%le games, I feel like my
shot has been off, but Sammie has been
picking it up,” Giuliani said. “It’s great to

Y

tries to drive the ball past the defense
of a Margantown player.

see her making shots, and Liv. It's nice to
know that no one has to be on every single
Eame. Somebody different picks it up for us.

ut this is a good confidence booster for the
game coming up,”

SOuUTH

(Continned from Page 13)

well as two more charity stripe tosses. Hay-
ton, who led PSHS with 19 points, six
boards and two blocks, tallied the final hoep
of the period with six seconds left and the
Monarchs were doubled up, 20-10.

John Marshall (12-8) attempted just
seven field goals while bing outscored 73-2
in the second quarter and had 10 turnovers.
By the time Avery-Derrow beat the press
and scored with 1:04 left before the break,
the Patriots had tallied !8 straight points for
2 38-10 advantage. Hayton started the run
with a lay-in, which was followed bfy an
Enoch layup and then 3-pointers from
McCuichin, Breaunna Haynes and Myka-
lyn Fallon. McCutcheon’s tiey with 52 ficks
remaining was followed by a Bartlett basket
and the Patriots were in complete control
with a 43-12 halftime cushion,

B

n 4

Filben, who had eight points and a pair of
assists, scored JM’s final field goal of the
third to rnake it 48-21. Carlie Wilson, who
was joined by Haynes in netting seven
goints, countered with a basket to spark an
tl{rge run and the Patriots led 56-21 after

South, which returns to action at 5:30
p.m. today versus No. 3 Logan at the
Charleston Civic Center in the Little General
Stores Shootout in the Big House, grabbed
its then largest lead of the 1\%nmf: at 67-26
with 3:05 to go when McMullen knocked
down a short jumper via a Laken Valentine
dish. Prior to that, McMullen found Proffitt
open for an 8-foot deuce,

Macey Linder and Ivy Henderson had late

baskets for the Monarchs, who allowed the

final five points when Valentine hit a 3 and
Devin Helner scored on a steal and a layup.

minlon Post -

Wheaeling Park’s Kendra Johnson (35).

points, snagged 11 rebounds and blocked five shots,
scored 10 in the fourth, which helped hold the Cadets at
bay.

“We told the girls at halftime that we couldn’t allow
them to get on runs,” Isaly said, “We had to be prepared
to answer and we did just that in the fourth,”

Caretti’s production was complemented by Williams’
17. Potts added seven,

BuLLDOGS

(Continued from Page 13)

good defense,” Bridgeport coach Rob Zitzelsberger said.
‘We took away their pick-and-roll. We really stepped it
up on that end of the floor.”

Bridgef\)o,rt, ranked second in the Buckeye State among
Division IV schools, found itself locked in a 19-all stale-
mate after two quarters of action, despite the Cee-Bees
committing 10 first-half turnovers.

“We 'thought are chances were pretty good being tied
at the half even though we didn't play that well,” Clay-
Battelle coach Heather Stadler said. “Our defense kind of
let us down a little at the beginm‘ni of the second half.
We didn’t play quite as well. They kept getting it inside
on us, but we never ﬁave up.”

Junior dandy Caitlyn Kroll didn’t have one of her bet-
ter night’s shooting the ball, so she turned to the distribu-
tor role. After she gave the Bulldogs the lead for %?d
with a basket to start the third quarter, sophomore Deja
Massey took over.

The 5-9 center tied her carecr-high of 14 points by net-
ting 12 in the second half, with none coming further than
three-foot. Four of her six field goals came off nssists b
Kroll, who executed the four comer offense in the fou
quarter to uenr-gl[;fsection‘

Kroll would finish with six helpers to go along with 14
po‘ﬁts, a gume-tying-best 11 rebounds and half-a~Jozen
steals.

“That’s our game plan all of the time,” Zitzelsberger
said of keeping the ball in Kroll's hands as much as pos-
sible. “*She (Caitlyn) isn’t selfish at all. All she wants to
do is win,

“It’s not all about the goints to her,” he added. “She’s a
very unselfish player and you saw that her first two years
when she was dishing offto a pair of 1,000-point scorers
in Nicole Smolenak and Maclaine Murad.

“T"'m proud of the way the girls battled,” ke noted. “We

.will have our hands full Saturday.”

With the win, the Bulldogs move on to Saturday’s title
tilt against second-seeded %’h&ehng Central, which dis-
R.'Iltched No. 3 Frontier, 53-48, in the other semifinal

onday night in East Wheeling. Bridgeport knocked off
the Maroon Knights in last year’s semifinals before
falling to Frontier in the finals.

Tip-off is set for 5:30 p.m. inside Ohio University
Eastern’s Health and Physical Education Building. )

Briana Massey finished her home career with 10
points, six rebounds and a pair of blocked shots. .

Abbic Ammons paced the Cee-Bees with 14 points,
Briana Weber snagged 11 rebounds as the visitors led
40-37 off the glass.

Bridgeport shot a cool 18-for-57 (31.6%), while Clay-
Battelle could only muster a frigid 25.6% on 11 of 43,
The Cee-Bees charted 16 tumovers, half as many as the
Bulldogs.

KNIGHTS y
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Wheeling Central — the No. 1 team in Class A — got
an early nine-point lead in the third quarter before
momenium shifted to the Congars’ side. Frontier went on
a 12-3 run to tie the game at 30 with 90 seconds left in
the quarter. The run was fueled by turnovers and six
points from Sammi Morris that had the Frontier faithful
on their feet.

Morris finished with just those six points while for-
ward Lexi Brickover led the team with 15 and Jenna
Masten chipped in with nine.

“The girls came in and executed our game plan really
well,” Frontier coach Scott Mug:hy saic% “We knew we
had to defend them as a team and they have a couple girls
that can score. My girls battled from start to finish and
gave themselves every opportunity at the end of the game
to have a chance to win'it and you can’t ask for more
than that.

“I am pretty proud of their effort. You play enough
ball games and sometimes things don’t go your way.
They did everything I asked them to do tonight and then
some. It's disappointing but when you get in the OVAC
tournament, you are playing good t !

The Maroon Knights stepped up as a team in the
fourth quarter as they held a slim two-point lead after the
third. Blaha, Sydney Bennington, Baker, Duplaga, and
Calissie all hit shots down the stretch to put the game
away. :

Wheeling Central will now face Bridgeport in the
OVAC 2A championship game being played Saturday
on the campus of OUE.

Before the Maroon Knights can think about the Bull-
dogs, thc&’will face a huge challenge with River coming
to town Wednesday for a regular season matchup. The
Pilots hunded the Maroon Knights their first loss of the
season on December 20,

“Bridgeport has one of the best players in the valley,”
Kurtz said. “ It's going to be a tough battle and we are
going to have to play our best ball on Saturday. But right
Dow we are going to iry on focus on River on Wednesday
and try to keep rolling,”

Frontier will now face Clay-Battelle in a 2A consola-
tion game on Thursday before gearing up for their Ohio

Division I'V Sectional fournament.
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GIRLS’ OVAC BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT SEMIFINALS
Defending Champ Linsly Falls

! i If he wasn’t a believer in the hard to to step up and provide o spark if they’re
ISaIy S PiIOtS ra”y to beat a team three times cliche prior to to get on a tun late in the catgl}apign., al
in a pivo

- Monday, Rick Isaly certainly does now, e pot just what he wan

defeat CadetS, 59 52 “It was two good teams playing,” Isuly  third quarter. River outscored Linsly, 20-
said. *“This is just o tremendous win for 9, to take a four-point lead into the
By SETH STASKEY the kids and we’re really excited.” fourth, Included in the quarter was a 12-0
For The Intelligencer The win sends River to Ohio Universi- spurt that was sparked by a pair of bonus
_ HANNIBAL — The sports cliche that ty Eastern Saturday night at 8 to face sec-  goals from Builey Caldwell, 2 3 from
it’s tough to beat a team three times ond-seeded Fort Frye, which dispatched %Villinms and a corner jumper from

proved true once again Monday night. Barnesville, for the 3A crown. Linsly Devyn Potts.

River’s two losses this season both (15-6), which was the defending champi-  Chretti, who averages 27.9 points a
came in narrow setbacks to Linsly, but on in Class 3A, will trek to Bamnesville  game, tallied only one bucket in the
the Pilots turned the tables in their on Thursday for a consolation game. third,
big(%est game of the season thus far, “We’re happy and excited tobe (inthe  “Those were big shots from Bailey,

by River's Jensen Caretli (33).

Monarchs
No Match
For South

Derrow finishes
with double-double

By JAY W.BENNETT
or The Intelligencer

PARKERSBURG — John Mar-
shall’s Torie Derrow had the only
double-double Monday inside the
Rod Oldham Athletic Center with 14
points and 10 rebounds, but top-
ranked Class AAA Parkersburg South
relled to an easy 73-30 triumph
against the Monorchs during an Ohio

alley Athletic Conference 5A semi-
final, which doubled as senior night
for the Patriots.

Coach Scott Stephens’ club, who
honored Keya Bartlett, Katelyn
Enoch, Kelsay Proffitt and Amber
McMullen, received a huge 15-point
first quarter from 6-foot-2 junior
pivot a Hayton and then put on a
dominating defensive effort in the
second quarter to salt the affair awny
by intermission.

“Anna Hayton had a fantastic
game,” satd Stephens, whose club

Photo by th Stassy
Linsly's Vivian Allison's shot is blocked

Gymnasium.

will play No. 2 Morgantown at 12:30
.m. Saturday at Ohio University-
tern for the OVAC 5A title.

“We tried to put as much pressure
on them as we could. Their guards are
younger ond we had an advantage
lhere,” ‘

Although Taryn McCutcheon, who
had 10 points, seven assists and four
steals, made it 2-0 just 27 seconds in,
Bailey Filben’s foul shot and a Der-
row putback gave the Monarchs their
only lead of the contest.

However, Hayton’s shot put the
Patriots (17-3) abead for g After
Bartlett, who chipped in 10 points
and a game-high six steals, scored 1o
make it 6-3, the hosts got another five
field goals from Hayton in the stanza.
That included a three-point play as

Please See SOUTH, Page 15

Mohigans Still Too Much for Park

Morgantown sets up
rematch with South

By KRISTIN KURELIC
The Dominion Post

MORGANTOWN — After the
Wheeling Park girls’ basketball team
lost to Morgantown in mid-January, the
Patriots went 6-1 to qualify for the Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference tournament
and earned the right to face the Mohi-
gans again, in Monday’s semifinal.

The defending state champion Mohi-
gans (19-1), however, were still too
much for the improved Patriots (11-9),
as Morgantown cruised to a 73-48

drives to the basket against Frontier.

semifinal victory at the Rowdy Center.

Mohigans senior guard Brie Giuliani
broke out of a shooting slump in spec-
tacular fashion, and dominated on the
boards, as well, for her first double-don-
ble of the season,

She finished with 20 points and 11
rebounds, and broke into a wide grin
while dribbling the ball down the court
after her last board in the third quarter.

“Me and one of the coaches (Matt
Kelly) made a bet to see how many I
could get in that quarter, and I did i, so
he has to run at practice,” Giuliani said.
“T needed to get four, and I knew that
was the fourth, so 1 was laughing at him
on the bench.”

Fhoto by Kyle Lutz
Wheeling Central junior Lindsey Baker (12)

Caretti and Brielle Williams would have

Knights
Keep
Rolling

Baker goes for 18

in semifinal victory

By JAKE FLATLEY
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Come tournament
time in order to win games you need
everyone to step their play up a few
notches.

Wheeling Central (17-2) did just
that as it received big contributions
from multiple girls, including Lindsey
Baker scoring 18 points, in the
Maroon Knights' 53-48 victoré
against Frontier (13-7) in the OVA

oumnarnent 2A semifinal.

“Lindsey is Just relentless and
keeps after it,” Wheeling Central
coach Penn Kurtz said. “We got con-
tributions from many like Cate
Calissie, Taylor Duplaga, Juilanna
Ryan, and Riley Bennington. For us
as a team, we have to have everyone
contribute if we are going to win
games,”

Both teams got off to a cold start
shooting as Wheeling Central had an
11-6 lead aftera ﬁ_‘uarter of plaﬁ}u

Baker carried the Maroon Knights
in the first half as she scored 12 of
her 18 points as Central led at the hatf
22-17 in a defensive struggle. Syd-
ney Bennington and Duplaga had
nine points each, while Regan Blaha
and Calissie scored seven each.

“Frontier played hard and the
were all over the court,” Kurtz said.
i *Not to make an excuse but this was
our third game in four days and had
one practice in nine days and that’s
what it looked like. Hopefully we will
%et in the gym (today) and get after it.

t’s that time of the year where you
just want to start playing better.”

Please See KNIGHTS, Page 15

Giuliani all but dashed the Patriots’
hopes in the first quarter, scoring seven

ints and grabbing six rebounds in the

irst five minutes to help the Mohigans

gain a 22-10 advantage by the end of
the period. ‘

Morgantown pushed the pace, and
rarely needed to set up an offensive play
in the first half, scoring transition layups
on fast breaks.

Mohigans forward Rache] Laskody
boosted the hot start, with nine points in
the first half, and finished with five
rebounds. Point guard Olivia Seggie had

vercoming a seven-point halftime championship) game,” Isaly said. “This who has been our surprise player of late,”
differential, the Pilots turned it up a notch  was one of our goals and now we're [saly said. “Devyn hit some important
and went on to score 2 59-52 victory to there. We knew it would have to be 8 gpgig, too. I can’t say enough about the
advance to the Class 3A title game of the team effort, too.” ) effort of all of our players against a good .
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Girls Basket- All season, Isaly has been preaching (gqm.»
ball Championship inside the R.L. Potts- that Pilots outside of juniors Jensen

Please See LINSLY, Page 15

Photo by Kim North
Bridgeport's Dorthea Johnson
blocks a shot by Clay-Battelfe’s
Briana Weber.

Bulldogs
Advance
To Finals

Big second quarter
propels Bridgeport

By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer

WOLFHURST — State-ranked
and top-seeded Bridgeport overcame
a sluggish night offensively, relying
on its defense in advancing to the
Class 2A championship game of the
Wheeling Hospital Chie Volley Ath-
letic Conference girls’ basketball
tournament for the second consecu-
tive season.

Monday night inside the John J.
Havlicek Gymnasium, the Bulldogs
(20-18 outscored No, 4 seed Clay-
Battelle (13-6) by a 23-12 margin In
the second half en route to a 42-31
victory in semifinal action on Frank
Baxter Court.

“The third quarter we played pretty

Please See BULLDOGS, Page 15

all six of her assists before Morgantown Pholos by Tysan Murray/The Domin

took a 43-21 lead into halftime.

ost

Park’s Tamara Bumgardner (40) looks to

Please See MOHIGANS, Page /5 inbound the ball while being defended.




Cham

losses with win

over Linsly, 59-52

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

pions

River avenges two

Wheelin i

HANNIBAL — The sports cliche that it's i
tough to beat a team three times proved true

once again Monday night.

River's two losses this season both came in
nwrow setbacks to Linsly, but the Pilots turned |
the tables in their biggest game of the season

thus far.

Overcoming a seven-point halftime differen-
tial, the Pilots turned it up a notch and went on
to score a 59-52 victory to advance to the Class

3A title game of
the Wheeling

Hospital OVAC
Girls Basketball
Championship
inside the R.L.
P o t t s |Where:QUE

Gymnasium. Radio: AM 1600

Who: River vs.
Fort Frye

CLASS 3A

When: Saturday, 8 p.m.

If he wasn'’t a

believer in the hard to beat o team three times |
cliche prior to Monday, Rick Isaly certainly is

now.

“It was two good teams playing,” Isaly said. E
“This is just a tremendous win for the kids and

we're really excited.”

The win sends River to Ohio University Js
Eastern Saturday night at 8 to face second-seed- |
ed Fort Frye, which dispatched Barnesville, for B
the 3A crown. Linsly (15-6), which was the |
defending champion in Class 3A, will trek to
Barnesville on Thursday for a consolntion game.

“We're happy and excited to be (in the cham-
pionship) game,” Isaly said. “This was one of
our goals and now we're there. We knew it

would have to be a team effort, too.”

All senson, Isaly has been preaching that -
Pilots outside of juniors Jensen Caretti and
Brielle Williams would have to step up and pro-

T L huta!SE'l'l-l STASKEY
RIVER'S Jensen Caretti goes up for a shot over Linsly's Jazzie
Orth during the second quarter of Monday’s Whesling Hospital

vide a spark if they're to get on o run late in the yAG Girls Basketball Champlonship semifinal. Caretti and the

campaign.
Ses, RIVER, Page B2

Harrison head back

By RICK THORP
Times Leader Sporis Writer

CADIZ — Katie Ellzy had a home
finale to remember Monday night
ingide the John W. Stephenson Center.

The senior went 13 of 19 from the
field and 5 of 6 from the line en route
to 31 points to lead Harrison Central
to a convincing 73-51 triumph against
Oak Glen in 2 Wheeling Hospital
OVAC Girls Basketball Tournament
Class 4A semifinal.

The victory sends the Huskies (16-
5) back to Ohio University Eastern for
Saturday’s championship game.
There, Harrison Central will look to
defend its title against Union Local in
the third meeting of the season
between the teams. The squads split
this season’s two previous meetings,
with both home teams prevailing,

The Jets topped East Liverpool, 64~
37, in the other 4A semi Monday
night.

**We have to get out on their shoot-
ers and shore up our defense,’’
Harrison Central head coach Nick
Yourkovich said of the 10 a.m. con-

Lady Pilots advanced with a 59-52 victory. Additional images
may be found at cu.timesleaderonfine.com

to 4A final

test.

**We didn't play really pood
defense the last time we played them.
We're really familiar with them. We
saw them twice. We kind of know
what they’re going to do and they kind
of know what we're going to do. So,
it’s going to be whoever executes the
best.”

The Huskies put together a game-
clinching 24-8 run against Oak Glen
from midway through the second
quarter to midway through the third.
Along the way, they turned what was
a slim 17-14 lead after the first period
into a commanding 49-29 advantage
with about three minutes left in the
third.

“*We quit turning the ball over and
we ran our halfcourt offense,””
Yourkovich said. ‘*We kind of knew
coming in (Oak Glen) wanted to play
fast and play up and down. Although
we knew we could play up and down

Photo/SANDI THOMPSCN  like that, we knew we were much bet-
HARRISON CENTRAL'S Katie ter than them in the halfcourt, so we
Elizy goes up for a shot against wanted to take advantage of that.""
Oak Glen during Monday's OVAC  Harrison Central did - at both

Class 4A semifinal. See, HARRISON, Page B2

Hip ;nthUps set

Strong third quarter
sparks UL to 4A
championship game

By MIKE PALMER
Times Leader Sporls Writar

MORRISTOWN - Union Local held a seven-
point lead at the half, but thanks to a lopsided 24-4
third quarter, the Jets soared ahead of East
Liverpool to advance to the OVAC 4A final by a
64-37 decision in ‘The Hangar.'

In the opening quarter, the Jets were working the
ball inside against the Potters’ defense and drawing
fouls. Union Local converted on 6 of 8 from the
charity stripe in the first quarter and lead by ten
peints including two 3-point nerials from Haley
Porter they took an
18-10 advantage.

In the second
quarter, East
Liverpool would
outscore their hosts
11-10 and trail 28-
21 at the intermis-
i sion.

“At halftime I told them this was a very impor-
tant game nnd they were just not playing like it
was,” Jets head coach Kelley Hanlon said. T told
them you have to go out in the second half and
show them that you want this.”

Union Local’s Alli Delaney had just two points
in the first half, both coming at the foul line. After a
halftime challenge by Hanlon, the junior came out
in the third period firing in threc treys and adding
two jumpers to spark the offensive surge with 13
points.

“We came out and played hard in the third quar-
ter,” Union Local’s coach added. “We have a habit
of ritaning slow, we need fo find a way to get going
early.”

Del.aney netted 16 of her 18 points in the sec-
ond half to lead all scoring. Porter had carried the
Jets in the first half with 14 points before the break.
Senior Mikayla Patton was consistent throughout as
she tallied 15 points for Union Local. Kaitlynn

- CLASS 4A
Who: Union Local vs.
Harrison Central
When: Saturday, 10 a.m.
Whersa: QUE
Radio: AM 1600

See, UL, Page B2

T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER
UNION LOCAL'S Haley Porter goss up for a
shot against East Liverpool during Monday’s
OVAC Class 4A semifinal in Marristown. Porter
and the Jets advanced by virtue of a 64-37 vic-

tory.

Bridgeport fights off
Clay-Battelle in 2A

By KIM NORTH secutive season.
Times Leader Sports Writer Monday night inside the John |4
J. Havlicek Gymnasium, the [

WOLFHURST - State- Buylldogs (20-1) outscored No. [
ganekecé agd éoP& 4 seed Clay- [

. Battelle (13-6) §
Brideenort over- CLASS 2A |
e Y noaian | Who: Bridgeportvs, | DY @ 23-12 mar- Sl

58 gin in the second =

night offensive-
ly, relying on its

Wheeling Central
When: Saturday, 530 p.m.

half en route to a |
42-31 victory in
semifinal action
on Frank Baxter L 'p

def i | Where: OUE
advancing to the |Radio: AM 1600
Class 2A cham-

pionship game of the Wheeling
Hospital Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference girls” basketball
tournament for the second con-

Court. "

"’{'thc third quarter we played BRIDGEPORT'S Deja Massey looks to pass
pretly

good  defense,” during Monday's Class 2A semifinal. She
scored 14 points to help the Bulldogs past

See, DOGS, Page B2 Clay-Battelle.

St. John falls in OT
to Conotton Valley

By RICK DeLUCA
Times Leader Sports Writer

BELLAIRE — One word that describes the
Conotton Valley-St. John Central girls OVAC
semifinal battle is simply - WOW]

Two OVAC
Class 1A heavy-
weights clashed to
the final seconds,
twice, and when
the smoke finally
cleared Conotton
Valley was head-
ing to its third
straight conference championship game.

With the Rockets’ Olivia Bower ripping the nets

See, SJC, Page B2

CLASS 1A
Who: Madonna vs.
Conotton Valley
When: Saturday, 3 p.m.
Where: QUE
Radio: AM 1500




SPORTS

ST. JOHN'S
Jessica Alvey
goes up fora

| shot against

§ Conotton Valley's
Qlivia Bower dur-
§ ing Monday's

§ OVAC Class 1A
semifinal game In
Bellaire. The
Rockets posted a
52-50 victory In
overtime to
advance to the
conference final
for the third

8 straight season.

Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK
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for a career-high 37 points and the Lady
Irish getting a 20-point, 14-rebound effort
from junior Lindsay Froehlich, it wasn’t
until overtime that Conotton Valley was

- able to secure a 52-50 win over St. John

Lentral on the Lady Irish floor Monday
night.

Coach Chandra Myers will be taking her
third straight team to the OVAC 1-A finals
and will be looking to grab a third straight
title when the Lady Rockets take on
Madonna in the 3 p.m. game at OUE.
Conotton boosted their record to 17-3 with
the win.

Coach Bubba Kapral’s Lady Irish,
sporting an all-underclassmen starting five,
suffered a heart-breaking loss to a team
they had beaten earlier in the season.
Kapral, who also has an OVAC cham ﬂ{)
onship game win under his belt, was
hoping to make a return trip. T’hcy will
take on Trinity Christian in Morgantown

_in the consolation final.

“I've been coaching at Conotton Valley

for three years and this is our third year
~ playing in the OVAC championship
ﬁ?me " Lady Rockets’ coach Chandra

yers said after the nerve-wracking win.
“That was our goal again this year. We
wanted to get to the OVAC finals for a
third time.”

“We knew this was going to be a tough

game,” she added. “We played them here
earlier this year and we got beat. They ran
up and down the floor on us the last ime
and we wanted our girls to cut down on
that. We told the girls they got to put a lot
tmore pressure on them.”

Conotion Valley’s pressure forced 12
first half turnovers and gave Bower the
opportunity to take charge at both ends of
the court with 18 points in the first two
frames.

St. John opened with a foul conversion
by Marissa Rose and a bucket by Froehlich
to take a 3-0 lead. Bower countered with a
trey and after the Lady Irish’s Taylor
Lowe and CV's Candice Cottis traded
scores, the Lady Rockets reeled off eight
straight with Bower netting five. Rose
drove the lane for two to close the first
frume at 13-10.

In the second session, the Irish were
able to bounce back added knot the score
at 16, but the Lady Rockets pressure and
Bower’s shooting prevented the hosts from
getting back on top as the half ended with
the winners ahead by 26-21.

“This is a huge win for us,” Myers said.
“We have tremendous support from our
- fans and you can see how they turned out
tonight. Saturday, we will bring even
more people for the championship.”

In the third quarter, the Lady Irish were
able to limit Bower to just five points, but
more importantly were able to assert them-
selves on both ends on the court. Two
buckets by.Froehlich and two-pointers by
Jessica Alvey and Emily LeMasters
allowed the hosts to push open o 29-26

lead to start the half. Bower’s three-pointer -

knotted the score, but Froehlich tallied six
points around pair at the line by Bower to
grab a 35-31 lead at the break.

Starting "the fourth, Froehlich extended
the lead to 37-31 with a deuce, but Bower
cranked things up by scoring the Lady

Rockets next nine points that enabled them-

to pull within 41-40 of the Lady Irish.

With 26.5 seconds left in regulation,
Froehlich added one at the stripe for a 42-
40 margin. Conotton came back with a
baseline score with 10 seconds left by
Taylor Russell to knot the score and Cottis
dropped in one of two at the line for a 43-
42 lead. St. John had one last shat with
less than a second remaining. Rose was
fouled and sank one-of two at the line to
send it to overtime,

In the extra period, it was the foul line

that provided the edge to the Lady
Rockets, hitting seven of 10 and getting a
bucket by Russell, Conotton Valley saw
the Lady Irish drained two treys by Rose
and Froehlich to narrow the gap to one
before Bower iced it with one at the line

“There are no excuses,” a disappointed
Kapral said after the tough loss. “There’s
nothing to be ashamed of. That's a very
good team and you have to give them a lot
of credit for the way they played.”

*“This is a great bunch of kids, but this is
the kind of loss that will hang around for
awhile,” the Lady Irish coach added.
“Those fouls shots were crucial in the end.
We needed to make ours, because (Bower)
wasn’t about to miss much.”

Kapral pointed out that one play that
turned out to be a very crucial part of the
game was early in the fourth period. Up b :IJ}J’
six, the Lady Irish were able to batthe b
out of the hands of Bowers under the Lady
Rocket bucket, but Bowers was able to
regain possession and was eventually
fouled seconds later, making both
nttempts. That play seemed to give the
Lady Rockets the momentum as they bat-
tled back sending the game to overtime.

While Bower was scoring 37 for the
winners, Froehlich tossed in 20 and Rose
added 18 to lead the Lady Irish.

On the boards, Froehlich led all players
with 14 boards, while Cottis and Bower
had eight each for the winners. Froehlich
and Bower matched blocked shots with
eight apiece.

® Tennant
Continued from Page B1

" a little dry today, so that Holubeck, proprietor of St.
Clair Lanes, Tennant's pet-
fection was the third in the
EOBL since its inception.
The others were rolled by
Martins Ferry’'s Corey

helped.”

_ His final shot?

- “A replica of the 11th
(strike),” he added with a
smlle “It Was ... an amaz-

LT

his mother, Marcy’s, side
of the family.

“My mom bowled and
her parents, my gmndpar-
ents, also bowled,” he said.
“I guess it’s in my blood.”

——
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® Dogs —
Continued from Page B1

Bridgeport hend coach
Rob Zitzelsberger said.
“We took away their pick-
and-roll. We really stepped
it up on that end of the
floor.”

Bridgeport, ranked sec-
ond in Division IV the
Buckeye State, found itself
locked in a 19-all stnlemate
aftér two quarters of action,
despite the Cee-Bees com-
mitting 10 first-half
turnovers.

“We thought our chances
were pretty good being tied
at the half even though we
didn’t play that well,” Clay-
Battelle head coach Heather
Stadler said.

“Our defense kind of let
us down a little at the
beginning of the second
half,

“We didn't play quite as
well. They kept getting it
inside on us, but we never
gave up.”

Junior dandy Caitlyn
Kroll didn't have one of her
better nights shooting the
ball, so she turned to the
distributor role. After she
gave the Bulldogs the lead
for pood with a basket to
start the third quarter, soph-
omore Deja Massey took
over.

The 5-9 center tied her
career-high of 14 points by
netting 12 in the second
half, with none coming fur-
ther than three-foot.

Four of her six field
goals came off assists by
Kroll, who executed the
four corner offense in the
fourth quarter to near-pet-
fection.

Kroll finished with six
helpers to go along with 14
points, a game-tying-best
11 rebounds and half-a-
dozen steals.

“That’s our game plan all
of the time,” Zitzelsberger
said of keeping the ball in
Kroll's hands as much as
possible. “She (Caitlyn)
isn’t selfish at all. All she
wants to do is win,

*It's not all about the
points to her,” he added.
“She’s a very unselfish
player and you saw that her
first two years when she
was dishing off to a pair of
1,000-point scorers in
Nicole Smolenak and
Maiclnine Murad.

“I'm proud of the way
the girls battled,” he noted.
“We will have our hands
full Saturday.”

- With the win, the
Bulldogs move on to
Saturday’s title tilt against
second-seeded Wheeling
Central, which dispatched
No. 3 Frontier, 53-48, in
the other semifinal Monday
night in East Wheeling.
Bridgeport knocked off the
Maroon Knights in last
year's semifinals before
falling to Frontier in the
finals,

Tip-off is set for 5:30
p.m. inside Ohio University

Eastern's Health and
Physical Education
Building.

Briana Massey finished
her home career with 10
points, six rebounds and a
pair of blocked shots,

Abbie Ammons paced
the Cee-Bees with 14
points. Briana Weber
snagged 11 rebounds as the
visitors led 40-37 off the
glass.

Bridgeport shot a cool
18-for-57 (31.6 percent),
while Clay-Battelle could
only muster a frigid 25.6
percent on 11 of 43. The
Cee-Bees charted 16

@® River

Continued from Page B1

He got just what he wanted in a pivotal third quarter.
River outscored Linsly, 20-9, to take a four-point lead
into the fourth. Included in the quarter was a 12-0 spurt
that was sparked by a pair of bonus goals from Bailey
Caldwell, a triple from Williams and a corner jumper
from Devyn Polts.

Caretti, who averages 27.9 points a game, tallied only
one bucket in the third.

"“Those were big shots

from Bailey, who has been
pur surprise player of late,” “YOU JUST have fo

Isaly said. “Devyn hit some hand it to River in the

important shots, too. I can’t third quarter. They

say enough about the effort came out hot and it

of all of our"p]ayers against seemed like everyone

2 good feam. who shot was putting
Linsly head coach it In the hoop."

Maggie Allison admitted P-

that the Cadets’ gnme plan m‘m-

was to attempt someone ——

other than Caretti bent them.

*“You just have to hand it to River in the third quarter,”
Allison said. “They came out hot and it seemed like
everyone who shot the ball was putting it in the hoop. We
knew we would have to make their other players beat us
and in the third quarter ... they did.”

Linsly got as close as two three times in the fourth, but
each time, River had an answer. Caretti, who scored 23
points, snagged 11 rebounds and blocked five shots,
scored 10 in the fourth, which helped hold the Cadets at
bay.
© “We told the girls at halftime that we couldn’t allow
them to get on runs,” Isaly said. “We had to be prepared
to answer and we did just that in the fourth.”

Caretti’s production was complemented by Williams'
17. Potts added seven.

The aforementioned turnover bug didn’t bite the Pilots
in the third meeting. After having just four at halftime,
River finished with only 10 turnovers.

“We focued all week on taking care of the ball,” isaly
said. “We took the nir out of the ball, slowed it down to
the point where we could have to pass the ball for three,
four or five minutes before taking a shot. We needed to be
patient and take care of the ball.”

Mission accomplished.

But, the other mission was making sure to Iocate shoot-
ers. In the second quarter, when the Cadets made their ran
by outscoring River, 23-7, junior talent Morgan Brunner
buried five 3-pointers to spark the spurt.

“We didn’t do a good job at all of containing Brunner
in the second,” Isaly said. “I thought we did much better
on her in the second half.

Brunner, who recently scored her 1,000th career point,
finished with 18 to pace the Cadets. Sophomore Jazzie
Orth was her top support with 13. Sophomore Vivian
Allison and Annie Vehola each had 10.

“We missed some shots tonight that we usually make
and we just couldn’t create the turnovers, in the end, to
get us back in it,” Coach Allison said. “We're playing
third and we’ll try to get the one at Barnesville on

Thursday.”
No reserve game was contested.
Staskey can be reached at

ssiaskey@timesleaderonline.com.

® Harrison
Continued from Page B1

‘any

ends.

On offense, Ellzy and
D.J. Keesey, who finished
with 14 points, took care of
the inside. Defensively, a
plethora of players helped
hold the Golden Bears (14-
5) to one field goal in the
second quarter and three in
the third.

**Once we we quit foul-

We couldn’t make a free
throw.

*‘And then 32. Thirty-
two was the difference-
maker in that basketball
game. She had almost half
their points. So, we went
man and they went to their
strong suit in map.”’

*“We were doing a pretty
job guarding it, but when

ing mil]d put- you  have
ting them at guards
the foul line, ~ONCEWEquitfoul- y 'ooying
they had a /g andputting them  down shots
hard . time at the foul line, they you have to
tgeiltmg any- had a hard time get- extéailld."
ing o zy got
going, ting anyﬂl-fr':zkg‘zmmh stronger as
Yourkovich Harrison Hasd Coach the game
said. **And — wore on,
other Dbig scoring - 10
renson behind that was we points in the fourth quarter.
rebounded the ball extreme- After she poured in six

ly well on the defensive
end, We didn’t give them
second or third
chances.

*“That’s a credit to the
girls playing together as a
unit, no matter who was out
there. We were shuffling in
eight and nine girls again.”’

Oak Glen head coach
Ryan Wells said the per-
formance of Harrison
Central’s guards played a
huge role in the success of
the Huskies' inside game.

““We just weren't knock-
ing down shots,”’ he said.
““We got good looks

straight Huskie points, she
left the game to a thunder-
ous standing cvation.

“‘It just seemed like
every time she got the ball
she finished,”’ Yourkovich
said. **I don’t know what
she shot from the floor, but
it was pretty efficient. But
that’s been her lately.”

Shianne Nameth added
11 points for Harrison
Central.

Alex Amott, who played
most of the second half
with cotton in her left nos-
tril after sustaining a

bloody nose, paced the



OVAC Boys’ Pairings Announced

By SHAWN RINE
Sports Editor
- WHEELING — There were Cglcnty of familiar names
when the pairings for the OVAC Boys’ Basketball Tour-

nament were announced Wednesday by the conference.
In fact, four teams are in the race for repeats — Bishop
Donahue in 1A, Wheeling Central in 2A, Fort Frye in
3A, and Morgantown in 5A, while a fifth, Steubenville,
is looking to capture a Big School crown after moving
up from 4A. ‘

Aclion gets under way Tuesday night at host sites,
with the winners advancing to the championship at Ohio
University Eastern a week from Saturday.

The experience isn't old hat for anyone, especially
those like Cameron and St. John who are making their
initial voyages into the championship bracket.

The Dragons are 15-3 and as the No. 4 seed earned
the right to tackle defending champion Wheeling Cen-
tral (16-2), the No. 1-ranked team in West Virginia,
which also is gunning for a second consecutive state

title.

_ Cameron doesn’t seem to get much recognition out-
side of the area. Despite being separated by one game
with Wheeling Central in terms of record, the Dragons
are in the others receiving votes category when it comes
to the state poll.

In a section and regional that’s arguably the best in
the state, Cameron coach Chad Clutter and his players
might see the matchup with the Maroon Knights as a
chance to prove they belong.

The winner of that matchup takes on the survivor of
Bridgeport (13-6) and Shadyside (13-7) in the 2A
finale.

In Class 1A, the story has to be St. John Central (11-
7). Dave Reasbeck took over what had been a down-
and-out program and made it into a contender in what
only seems like overnight, but in actuaiity is the result of
a lot of hard work.

Please See OVAC, Page 15

Photo by Kyla Lutz
Wheeling Park and Parkersburg South will be two of
the 5A schools that will be looking to claim a
championship title.

1

N

Today's Resulis:
Q. Will West Liberty set the record

Yes:
for cansecutive weeks in the Top 107

Tomerrow's Poli:

79

In the Hall of Fame game?

Q. Would you travel 1o Canton
to see your favorite team play

3,

i

Tell us what you think.
Register your answer at
www.thaintelligencer.net

{Tha resuéts of this poll are vt sckentific and repeesant anty the
oplnions of Intarnet users who have chosen to particiate)

OVAC

is you are playing same

(Continued from Page 13)

**Chaice Truex helps. He
kind of made us legit,"’
Reasbeck said with a
langh. ‘It was a goal to
qualify this year and it’s
going to be a goal every
year.

“‘These kids had to learn
how to compete and how to
win. (The tournament) is
going to be a challenge.”’

The Fighting Irish travel

© to Madonna (12-5) in the
opener, with the winner
taking on either Bishop
Donahue (15-2) or Trinity
(7-10).
“““What a story line that

ngainst Bishop Donahue,”’
Reasbeck said of the possi-
bility of the former Bishop
facing his old team.

‘*But Bishop Donghue is
not only the best in our
division, but maybe all the
divisions.”

Class 3A has a foursome
that can put points on the
scoreboard with the best of
them. Included will be a
rematch between Magnolia
(14-4) and Monroe Central
(15-4) in Woodsfield.

The Seminoles handled
the Blue Eagles by 30
early in the season.

**We'll be better than we
were the last time,”” Mag-

said. *“We’ll be ready.”

On the other side of the
bracket is defending champ
and No. 1 seed Fort Frye
{17-2) playing host to
River, which is one of two
teams in the tournament
that is below .500.

The Buckeye 8 is well
represented in Class 4A. In
fact, all four teams are
members of the Ohio
league.

No. 1 Union Local (17-
2) fell to Steubenville in
last season’s title game,
which was its first defeat to
that point.

The Jets will battle Har-
rison Central (12-6), which

Martins Ferry on the final
day, for the third time this
season,

The winner of that con-
test faces the St.
Clairsville-East Liverpool
(16-4) survivor.

Class 3A features some
serious firepower. They
aren’t called the big boys
for no reason.

Coach Michael Jebbia
and Wheeling Park will
face second-seeded Mor-
gantown (15-3) for the
third time this seasen, and
second in a four-day span.
The squads were already
scheduled to meet Friday
night in Wheeling.

teams all the time,”” Jebbia
said.

**We kind of knew we
would be the 3 seed, it was
just a matter of who the
opponent was going to be.

“*We've played well
down there in the past and
we played well down there
this year.

**Most years we would
be a 1 or a 2 seed but we
knew with South and Mor-
gantown coming in that
wouldn’t always be the
case."

The other side of the
bracket features No. 1
South (15-2) playing host

" would be with Truex going

nolia coach Dave Tallman eclipsed both Edison and “*The one negative in SA to Steubenville (13-6).

SPORTS

OVAC boys hoop pairings announced

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Thursday,
February 12, 2015

ment, which will open on Tuesday and the big-school rankings. The Patriots will
culminate with the finals on Saturday, welcome reigning OVAC 4A champi-
Feb. 21 at Ohio University Eastern. on Steubenville to Wood County.

The top seeds for the event are : In the other half of the bruck-
Parkersburg South (5A), Union b3 €t, Morgantown and Wheeling
Local (4A), Fort Frye (3A), ¥ Park will meet in a rematch of the
Wheeling Central (2A) and Bishop 2014 OVAC title game. The
Donahue (1A). " Mohigans, who are coached by for-

IN CLASS 5A, Parkersburg South mer Magnolia standout David Tallman,
overtook Morgantown for the top spot in  are 15-3 on the season.

Coach Michael Jebbia’s Patriots fin-
ished the pre-OVAC portion of their
schedule with a 12-6 mark. ‘

IN CLASS 4A, Union Local has been
holding down the top spot virtwally all sea-
50N, :

The Jets, who are 17-2 on the season,
advanced to the title game last season

ST. CLAIRSVILLE ~ The path to the
pennant s set,

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Basketball Championsip Committee final-
ized and announced the pairings for the
eighth annual Wheeling Hospital OVAC

Boys Basketball Championship tourna- See, OVAC, Page B2

® OVAC

Continued from Page B1

before falling to Steubenville. To get back to OUE, the
Jets wil have to defeat Harrison Central (12-6) for the
third time. The Huskies snuck past Edison for the fourth
seed after defeating Martins Ferry on Tuesday,

In the other haif of the bracket, East Liverpool locked
up the two-seed with a 16-4 mark. The Potters will wel-
come St. Clairsville in a rematch of last year’s 4A conso-
lation tilt.

IN CLASS 3A, Fort Frye has put together an impres-
sive campaign this winter, racking up a 17-2 record thus
far,

The Cadets will roll out the red carper for former PVC
rival, River on Tuesday. The Pilots edged past Bellaire for
the final berth in 3A. River is one of just two teams in the
16-team event that is below .500.

In the other semifinal, second-seeded Monroe Centrai
{15-4) will renew acquaintances with Magnolia (14-4).
The Seminoles defeated the Blue Eagles by upwards of
30 in a meeting earlier this season.

IN CLASS 2A, Wheeling Central will attempt to
defend its title and will begin with a meeting with fellow
West Virginia Class A member Cameron. The Maroon
Knights, who are led by West Virginia recruit Chase
Harler, are 16-2 and coming off a thrilling victory at
Paden City on Tuesday.

The Dragons, who are fed by 7-footer Logan Routt,
were edged out for the third seed by Bridgeport on the
final day of action.

The other half of the bracket has second-seeded
Shadyside (13-7) awaiting their third meeting with
Bridgeport (13-6). The teams split their earlier meetings,
each winning on their home floors. Shadyside prevailed
by 18 in the most recent meeting last month.

IN CLASS 1A, Bishop Donahue has set the pace all
winter and enters with a 15-2 record. Despite battling its
fair share of injuries, the Bishops have put together an
impressive resume. , )

Donahue will host Morgantown Trinity on Tuesday.
The Warriors snuck into the field witH a 7-10 record.

In the other half, Madonna locked up the second seed
with a 12-5 record. It will take on St. John Central, which
qualified for the boys event for the first time, Coach Dave
Reasbeck’s Irish are 11-7. The Blue Dons held off a furi-
ous rally by the Irish to prevail in Bellaire during a meet-
ing in December,

Along with the charnpionship semifinals, the consola-
tion pairings for the balance of the schools were also
established. Those can be found on Page B4 ’

Staskey can be reached at sstaskey@timesleader-
online.com



“We always look at the
OVAC as the grand finale
of the (regular) season.
First, you have to get into
the Final Four, then win a
game and if you're able to
win that championship, it’s
the greatest way you can go
out with your regular sea-
son.”

The Cadets got out of the
pates quickly against the
Filots, scoring nine of the
game’s first 11 points and
eventually held a 15-9 lead
aftér one quarter.

“This was about the
same scenario as it was two
years ago in this game,”
River head coach Rick
Isaly said. “They came out,
knocked down a bunch of
threes and we didn’t do a
whole lot on offense.”

During that opening
chapter, the Cadets
knocked down four triples.
It was just the start of a bar-
rage of baskets from behind
the arc. Makayla Liedtke
hit a pair of those.

Fort Frye just kept doing
what it does in the second,
outscoring the Pilots, 16-
11. Of the Pilots’ 20 first-
half points, talented junior
Jensen Caretti scored 16 of
them. -

As they tend to do, how-
ever, Fort Frye adjusted.
Caretti, who is averaging
more than 25 points a
game, didn't record a point
in the second half.

“We were out of syrnc the
entire game, both offensive-
ly and defensively,” Isaly
continued. “That’s what hap-

pens against a good team
that’s fundamentally sound.
Give Fort Frye all the credit
because it's so tough to get
good looks (at the basket).
When you do get one, you
have to knock down a shot
and make it count.”

The Fort Frye defense
limited River to 9-0f-29
shooting from two-point
range and an abysma!, 3-of-
17 from deep.

“We work a lot on

make a run to even dent
into the Cadets’ cushion.
‘The deficit was under 10
just once that came on the
opening basket of the sec-
ond half by Haylee Bowers.

Fort Frye, which shot 46
percent from behind the
arc, was led by the Sisters
Liedtke. Megan had 16,
while Makayla added 13.
Michelle Adkins and Karisa
Lang evedly divided 16
points,

River was led by
Caretti’s 16. She also had
seven rebounds and four
blocked shots.

“They were doubling
Jensen down low and mak-
ing it hard on her inside and
she got frustrated,” Isaly
said. “We had a couple of
gitls step up and make a few
shots, but not enough against
a team like Fort Frye.”-

Junior Brielle Williams
finished with eight, which
was top support of Caretti.

Fort Frye held a com-
manding 28-17 lead in the
rebounding departrnent and
its 11 turnovers were two
fewer than the Pilots.

Both teams are in action
in Ohio tournament play on
Thursday. Fort Frye will
meet Harrison Central in
the Division III district
tournament at Steubenville,
while River will try to
bounce back against
Rosecrans in the Division
IV district at New
Philadelphia.

“We told the girls that
it’s a tough loss, but hope-
fully we’ll learn from this
and come more prepared on
Thursday when we play
Rosecrans,” Isaly said. “We
can’t take them lightly,”

FORT FRYE (56) — Adkins
2, 2-4 8; Hart 1, 0-0 3; Enochs
1, 0-0 3; Fryman 1, 0-0 3;
Booth 0, 2-2 2; Ma. Liedtke 4,
2-2 13; Me. Liedtke 6, 1-1 16;
Lang 4, 0-0 8; Totals: 19, 7-8

56. RIVER (35) — B. Caldwall
2, 1-2 6; A. Caldwaell 0, 0-0 0;
Potts 1, 0-0 2; Bowers 1, 1-2 3;

Williams 2, 3-5 8; Connors 0, 0-
0 0; Earley 0, 0-0 0; Caretti 8,
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WHEELING HosPiTAL OVA

Seth .
A Staskey
88 Sports Editor

Elizy is key
as Huskies
capture title

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Katie Ellzy is a
big-time athlete.

It doesn’t take much to figure that out.

After all, she is signed to play Division I
softball at Robert Morris. And they just
don’t pass out those opportunities to just
anyone.

The thing that some don't realize is
Ellzy’s talents aren’t limited to the softball
diamond.

She showed that again Saturday morn-
ing at Ohio University Eastern.

Whether it was early in the game when
she scored the first eight points or late
when she knocked down critical foul shots,
Ellzy came through. :

y 3

HARRISON
CENTRAL'S
Katle Ellzy (32)
ayes tha basket
Saturday
moming as the
Union Local duo
of Kaitlin
Clark-Pattersan
(24) and Mikayla
Patton (33} lock
on during the
Class 4-A cham-
pionship gams,
The Huskies
won, 46-45,
Additional
images can be
found at
cu.timeslead-
eroniine.com

T-L Photo/MIKE
PALMER

The end result?

Cadiz after a hard-earned 46-45 victory

creeping in, but she thought back to the

during prior athletic events, keep Katie Ellzy down for so long. - Eastern.

count, having to pitch out of a jum or need- | when it counted. canning two free 1 shots iust like i P
ing to come through in the clutch with a ’ 5 my foul shots just like in practice.

. | [ [
Another Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference Championship banner is head- u S I e S e e n [ I e
ing for the John W. Stepenson Center in
against top-seeded Union Local. By RICK THORP throws with 5.6 seconds left as the  Ellzy actually hit 3 of 4 from the char-
Down the stretch, Ellzy admitted nerves | Times Leadsr Sports Writer Huskies staved off a Jets’ rally and ity stripe during the final 19 seconds to

é . ! T emerged victorious, 46-435, to repeat as make the score 46-42, UL’s Haley
other big spots she had found herself in | ST, CLAIRSVILLE — You can only Class 4A champs at Ohio University Porter hit a 3-pointer as the hom sound-

“It was a little stressful, but Iknew [had | Blizy was held to one field goal during ~ *‘I was thinking, ‘Foul shots win  **We expected a tight ballgame,” said
to make them,” Ellzy said. .| the second half of Saturday’s Wheeling games,”” said Ellzy, the reigning 4A Player Harrison Central head coach Nick
_As a softball pitcher, Ellzy has been in | Hospital OVAC Girls” Basketball of the Year who finished with 19 poinisand  Yourkovich, now 2-1 against the Jets
tight spots before. Falling behind in a | Toumament opener. But she came up big 14 rebounds. **So, my goal was to make this season.

" ed for the final margin.

See, HUSKIES, Page C2

big hit are all comprable moments, right?

u

“Being & pitcher, I am pretty used to B d t f II
having sgmc pressure on mpc,” Eszy con- rl g epo r a S
firmed. “It’s just like throwing o strike. ~ ‘ -

1f there was anyone on the OUE campus 2 f I
who definitely wasn't surprised by the to Wc I n A I na
effort Ellzy put forth, it was her head | -
coach, Nick Yourkovich. By SETH STASKEY

“That’s what she does,” Yourkovich | Times Leader Spors Editor
said. “We expect it from her and there was ]
no doubt she was making the last two (foul ST. CLAIRSVILLE - The law of averages say things
shots).” . . have to balance out at some point.

Ellzy, who had 31 points in the semifi- However, you’d have a tough time selling the Bridgeport
nal win against Qak Glen, came out ready | girls basketball team on that idea. ‘
to play from the get-go. She connected on For the second straight season, the top-seeded Bulldogs
her first four shots. Meanwhile, Union | were denied the OVAC Class 2A title.
Lo.c‘:al shot eight percent in the first half. After falling to Frontier in 2014, Wheeling Central turned

I think that start got us pumped up and | the trick Saturday evening at Ohio University Eastern’s

BRIDGEPORT'S
Caitlyn Kroll
shools over top
of two Wheeling
Central defend-
ers Saturday
night. She
scored 24 points,
but the Bulldogs
lost, 48-30.

more excited for the game,” Ellzy said. “We | Health and Physical Education Center, posting a 48-30 victo- T-L, Photo/MIKE
knew we had to execute and want it more.” ry. PALMER
Ses, ELLZY, Page C2 Sea, BRIDGEPOQRT, Page C2
|

EAST LANSING, Mich. (AP) — Ohio State
needed to withstand one last Michigan State

MICHIGAN possession to force overtime. The Buckeyes
STATE'S Travis § closed off the area aronnd the basket, but gave
Trice, center, goes § Denzel Valentine some space beyond the arc,
to the basket That’s all he needed.

“Give Valentine credit — that was an
incredible shot,” Ohio State coach Thad Matta
said. I thought we had them right where we
wanted them in terms of how the action devel-
OPCd.”

VYalentine made a 3-pointer with 3.2 seconds
remaining — on Feb, 14, no less: — to give
Michigan State a 59-56 victory over No. 23

between Chio:
State's Jae'Sean
Tate, left, and Amir
Willtams (23)
during the second
half Saturday in
East Lansing,
Mich. Michigan

State won, 59-56. made a 3-pointer of his own for the Buckeyes,

tying the game with 36 seconds left, but
Michioan Stata natientlv ran the flark dnwn

Ohio State on Saturday. Sam Thompsonr had.

Valentine sinks OSU

times this season, losing three of those games.

The Buckeyes (19-7, 8-5 Big Ten) rallied
from a nine-point halftime deficit, and even
after Valentine’s big shot, Ohio State had a
chance to send the game to overtime, but the
Buckeyes lost the ball on the ensuing inbound
pass.

Valentine finished with 17 points, going 5 of
9 from beyond the arc. Branden Dawson had
15 points and 11 rebounds for Michigan-State.

Shannon Scott scored 15 points for the
Buckeyes. Thompson, D' Angelo Russell and
Jae’Sean Tate added 10 apiece.

Freshman Lourawls *Tum Tum” Nairn
played 36 minutes for Michigan State, scoring
seven points with five rebounds and four
assists — including the pass to set up

Valantina’e winninn chnt



SPORTS

' L PhotoMIKE PALMER
HARRISON CENTRAL'S Paige Richards, left,
shoots over top of Unlon Local's Haley Porter during
their game Saturday morning at Ohio University
Eastern. Additional images can be found at
cu.limesleaderonline.com

® Huskies
Continued from Page C1

- ""We knew they were going to make a mn. We let it get
a little closer than we would’ve liked. We did enough to
stop the bleeding there to keep us on top so we didn’t
completely lose our edge. ‘

“‘But (Union Local) is a good team, We knew they
were going to start making some shots.”’ _

Union Local (17-5) trailed by as many as 17 points,
24-7, in the second quarter.

*“We dug onrselves in really deep, but we were positive
at halftime,”” Jets head coach Kelley Hanlon said. ““We
thought, we’ve been down like this before and came back.
" And we did.

*“We had our chances. It came down to a couple of dif-
ferent plays and it just didn’t go our way.” ‘

After watching Ellzy score the first eight points of the
game and the Huskies’ first ten, Union Local altered its
defense at haiftime. She scored early in the third period,
but it was only one of two buckets the' Huskies would
convert in the period.

Otherwise, the quarter was all Jets, And, mainly, it was
all Porter.

The freshman point guard, playing on what was later
learned to be a broken foot, willed her way to. 10 of her
team-high 18 points in the stanza, one in which Union
Local won, .18-4. Porter’s two free throws and a jumper
by Saige Butler with seven seconds left in the period cnt
the Jets’ deficit to 34-32 aflter three.

*‘Our shots couldn’t keep not falling,”” Hanlon said.
**'We knew we were going to start hitting. Haley hit a cou-
ple of quick 3s and we got it inside,

“‘(Haley) was hurt. She played her heart out. You can
always go to her for that type of stuff. She doesn't act like
a freshman anymore.””

As Union Local's offense cranked up, it’s defense
clamped down.

**They were just taking away the low block and we got
i little bit passive on the perimeter,’”” Yourkovich said,
*‘Just passing the ball around and not attacking the gaps,
Once we started doing that again, everything opened up."’

Shianne Mameth drained a 3-pointer & minute into the
fourth quarter putting the Huskies up by six, 38-32. But
the Jets rallied to tie the game with a 3-point play by
Porter and and a long-distance trey by Kylie Russell.

Layups by D.J. Keesey and Paige Richards put
Harrison Central up by four again, 42-38.

A free throw by Kaitlynn Clark-Patterson, who finished
with 10 bouards, and a layup by Mikayla Patton, who
snared 11 caroms, made it o 42-41 game. But the Jets
could never get over the hump, leaving the door open for
Ellzy to seal things at the line in the closing moments,

‘“We expect that from her and there was no doubt she
was going to make those last two (free throws),’’
Yourkovich said.

Nameth and Richards both finished with 11 points.

Harrison Central {17-3) and Union Local both return to
nction next Saturday as Ohio Division I sectional tour-
nament play opens at Cambridge High School. The
Huskies will face Barnesville in the first game at 1 p.m.,
with the Jets playing St. Clairsville at 3 p.m. Il the
Hgskies and Jets win, they’ll play for a fourth time Feb.
26.

For now, Yourkovich and the Huskies will bask in the
glow of another OVAC title.

**This is great,’”” he said. *‘It’s a wonderful feeling for
us. “‘It sort of validates our program as one of the top

ones in the vall%%._l’_’

HARRISON C RAL (46} — Doty 0, 1-2 1; A.Yoho 0, 0-Q 0;
Warrington 0; 0-0 0; Richards 3, 5-5 11; Nameth 3, 2-4 11;
Keosay 1, 0-0 2; Mencar 0, 0-0 0; Ellzy 7, 5-8 18; Dowdle 0, 0-0
0; Stackhouse 1, 0-0 2. Totals 15, 13-19 48. UNION LOCAL {45)
— Deessa 0, 0-0 0; Butler 1, 2-2 B; Porter 5, 5-5 18: Clark-
Patterson 1, 3-8 5; Dalaney 3, 1-2 8; Russell 1, 0-2 3; Paiton 1,

4-7 6, Totals 12, 15-24 45,

3-point goals: H — Nameth {3); U — Porter {3), Buller,
DeLanay, Russell.

Thorp can be reached at rthorp@timesleader-
_ online.com
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'@ Bridgeport -
Continued from Page C1

“Last year, we were
probably the favorites and
this year we were probably
the underdogs,” Bridgeport
head coach Rob
Zitzelsherger reasoned.
“We're disappointed, but
we realize a lot of teams
would like to be here.
When you play a good
team, you have to play
well.”

For a quarter — the sec-
ond — the Bulldogs did
play well, turning a nine-
point deficit into a 17-16
lead at halftime.

However, the momentum
shifted right back to the
Marocon Knights in the sec-
ond half.

“We struggled in the first
half shooting the ball and 1
attribute that to playing too
many games in too short of
a period of time,” Central
head coach Penn Kurtz
said. “I could tell we didn’t
have our legs early, but the
end of the third and start of
the fourth, we started
reversing the ball more and
getting easier looks.”

The game was tied at 24
at a juncture in the middle
of the third quarter. From

Class 3-A game
postponed until
Monday night

ST. CLAIRSVILLE
Just three hours
before it was supposed to
tip, the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference —
with advice from River
and Fort Frye school
officials — opted to
postpone the Class 3A
championship game in
the Wheeling Hospital
Girls Baskethall
Championship.

Because of the travel
distonce and the bout
with Mother Nature, the
game will be played on
Monday at 7 p.m. at
Ohio University Eastern.

Morgantown
tops P. South

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
Much of the talk entering
Saturday’'s Wheeling
Hospital OVAC Class 5A
girls’ basketball champi-
onship centered on the
matchup of the point
guards, and for obvious
reasomn.

Parkersburg South’s

there, Taylor Duplaga and
Sydney Bennington basi-
cally took over as
Bridgeport committed a lot
of attention to junior stand-
out Lindsey Baker.

“I was surprised we were
up at haif to be honest,”
Zitzelsberger said. "We
played poorly and then we
played the second half just
like we did the first half.
We threw balls away and
they played pretty good
defense. Our defense fell a
part a few times and they
knocked down shots and
we didn’t.”

Duplapga hit a pair of
bonus goals in the third to
spark the rally and in the
fourth Bennington was the
beneficiary, scoring 10 of
her 12,

“When you play a good
team, you have to play
well,” Zitzelsberger said.
“It’s not that we hung our
heads and gave up, but I
knew once we started chas-
ing them, they’'d find the

T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER
BRIDGEPORT'S Briana Massey (20) dribbles past a
Wheeling Central defender during Saturday night’s
game at OUE.

Wheeling Central held a
31-25 edge entering the
fourth, but Bridgeport con-
tintued to struggle mightily
on the offensive end of the
floor, All told, the Bulldogs
shot a bone-chilling 10-of-
32 from the field.

“We got it done on the
defensive end,” Kurtz said.
“This was a great team win
for us.”

Bridgeport’s talented
junior Caitlyn Kroll did her
thing. She scored 24 points,
but she took 32 shots in the
contest. She also had 10
rebounds. ]

“Kroll tried to do it all
herself, but that can’t hap-
pen,” Zitzelsberger snid.
“We need teams to focus
(defensively) on Kroll and
then for our other players to

the most part and Kroll
coming through.”

No other Bridgeport
player scored more than
two poinis.

Wheeling Central was
led by Baker's 15,
Bennington’s production
complemented Baker and
Duplaga finished with nine.

Bridgeport’s regular sea-
son finishes with a 20-2
record, while Wheeling
Central is now 18-3,

WHEELING CENTRAL (48)
— Hl.Blaha 0, 0-0 0; Re.Bizha
1, 0-0 2; Baker 3, 9-10 15;
Bannington 2, 1-2 5; S.
Bennington 8, 0-0 12; Calissie
1, 0-0 3; Duglaga 3, 1-1 8;
Bailer 1, 0-0 2; Totals: 17, 11-
13 48, BRIDGEPORT (30) —
Kroli 7, 8-13 24; Beal 1, 0-0 2;
Trouten 0, 0-0 0; B. Massey 1,
0-1 2; D. Massey 0, 0-2 0;
Schell 0, 0-0 0; Johnsan 1, 0-0
2; Totals: 10, 9-16 30.

Taryn McCutcheon
(Michigan State) and
Morgantown’s Olivia
Seggic (West Virginia)
will both go on to play
Division-I collegiately.

Conotton Valley
three-peats in ‘A’

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — It
didn’t start well for the
Madonna girls basketbali
team and it never got any
better.

Conotton Valiey pitched a
shutout in the first quarter
and went on to win its thind
straight Class 1A title in the
Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Girls Basketball
Championships on Saturday
at Ohio University Eastern.

Conotton Valley was led
by Oliver Bower, the 6-foot-
er on her way to Ohio
University. She finished
with 25 points, 18 rebounds
and 10 blocks. She also
became the all-time leading

open people.”

step up, We've been fortu- 3-point goals: WC — . .
nate al] year to have that for Duplaga (2), Calissie. B — Scorer in school history for
Kroll. all basketball players.

® Elizy

Continued from Page CA

Though she’s the only senior on
the squad, Ellzy didn’t feel any extra
pressure {0 go out on top. Again, it’s
part of the mental make-up of a big-
time athlete. They continually stay
within the moment and trust their
teammates.

*T am the only senior, but we have
a lot of other girls on this team who

contribute and help us to be success-

ful,” Ellzy said,

Repeating is nice, but Ellzy and
Harrison Central head coach Nick
Yourkovich don’t think of it quite
like that. But, the win does *“validate™
last year’s title a bit, according to the
Huskies’ head coach.

“Coach Yourk stressed 'when we
got into the Jockerroom that last
year’s team had won the OVAC "
Ellzy relayed. “The feeling between
last year and this year is just as nice,
but this one seemed like it was
tougher.”

Now, Ellzy and Harrison’s atten-
tion will shift to the Division I post-
season, which opens Saturday in

Cambridge. Ironically, if both teams
win, Lhey would have to go through
Usnion Local again to get to the dis-
trict tournament.

Once basketball scason ends,
Ellzy’s attention shifts back to the cir-
cle and her final prep season. Another
bit of irony is that Ellzy has a part of
two OVAC titles in basketball, but is
still seeking one in softball.

So, what’s she plan to do about
that?

“I guess we have to win the OVAC
and advance even further than we did
last year (in the tournament),” Ellzy

said.
SETH’S SCOOPS

m HARRISON CENTRAL’S
Shianne Nameth had a big day for the
Huskies, draining three bonus goals,
which all proved critical in the
Huskies” successfully defending their
4 A title. However, the biggest winner
of the day may have been her mom,
Dana. She won the 50-30 raffle dur-
ing the first game.

®m N THE 5A game, it was a battle

of two of the premier point guards in
the state of West Virginia in South’s
Taryn McCutcheon, who is heading
for Michigan State, and Olivia
Seggie, who is also drawing Division
I interest. Both are highly impressive
players. West Virginia hoop fans are
highly fortunate because the could
possibly see those two go head-to-
head twice more this season.
Morgantown won the third meeting
between the two, 55-52, for the big-
school title.

m CONOTTON VALLEY'S
Olivin Bower had an afternoon to
remember on Saturday. First off, the
Ohio University recruit led the
Rockets to their third straight title
with a dominating victory against’
Madonna, 40-21. She produced a
triple-double with 25 points, 1®
rebounds and 10 blocks. On top of
that, she became Conotton’s all-time
leading scorer, regardless of gender.
She now has 1,712 points.

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com

WOODSFIELD
TRUE VALUE
~ HoOME

CENTER &

TJ'S
PRE-OWNED
AUTO

N

=/ DAVID

5%7 JONES

CAl AUCTIONEER

GO

RECYCLED » AFTER MARKET
REMANUFACTURED
RECONDITIONED

oCEoMiT

I'm not buying,
till 've 4

FORD LINCOLN

DELuUCA
REALTY

Where the Kays to Your Next
Hame are in Our Hands

N




01N ANNUAL UVAU UINLYO DAOKRLCIDBALL 1UUHNANMENI

Mohigans
Slip Past
Patriots

By SHAWN RINE
Sports Editor f

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Much of -
the talk entering Saturday's Wheeling
Hospital OVAC Class 5A girls’ bas-
ketball chnmpionship centered on the
matchup of the point guards, and for
obvious reason. Parkersburg South’s
Taryn McCutcheon (Michigan State)
and Morgantown’s Olivia Seggie
{West Virginia) will both go on to
plu}g Division-I collegiately.

ut basketball is far from a 1-on-1
game, and it was o handful of the less- |
er-known stars that proved the differ- ’
ence.

Shelby Boyle came off the bench to
score 13 points and Morgantown, the
Na. | seed, took advantage of eart
McCutcheon foul trouble to earn a 55’i
52 victory Saturday at Ohio Universi- |
ty Eastern, denying South its second |
consecutive title.

*“We've got a lot of respect for their
program and a lot of respect for Coach
(Scott) Stephens and the job he does,”” |
Mohigans coach Jason White said. f
“It's two good programs and it seems |
like last year and this year nt the end
of the season we’re seeing each other |
every other day. [

*It’s like Groundhog day.” :

The Patriots jumped out early, 11-
7, on a pair of Keya Bartlett free '
throws, but they lost the momentum
when McCutcheon picked up her sec-
ond foul with 2:35 remaining in the -
first quarter and were never fully able
to regain it.

‘It had a big effect,”” Stephens said.
*“We went from up five or six to a tie
game (11-11) at the end of the first
quarter.

**It's a shame because I think they -
missed a call — I think it was en
Bartlett, but it doesn’t matter, That's
all water under the bridge.”’

South scored seven of the first eight
points of the second quarter — two
Anna Hayton shots inside and a
MeCutcheon 3 — but another Mohi-
gans bench player, junior Paige Pof-
fenberger, scored seven straight for |
her team and Brie Giuliani (10 points)
added a hoop for a 30-24 lead.

See, Mohigans, Page B2

Rockets
Make It A
Three-Peat

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - As the clock
was winding down, the student section
from Conotton Valley started chanting,
“Three peat, Three peat.” The Rockets
defeated the Blue Dons of Madonna 40-
21 to claim the 1A title for the third year
in a row.

That was probably the second loudest
the crowd was during the game. As loud
as the crowd was-at that moment, it
roared when Olivia Bower made a layup
with 3:08 left in the game.

With that, Bower became Conotton
Valley’s all-time leading scorer. She cur-
rently sits with 1,712 points.

“In all honesty, I didn't know that was
the point that | needed,” Bower said.
“Coach kind of kept that a secret from
me. [ didn’t know how many I needed.
But 1 had a feeling that once everybody
went crazy, that’s what it was.”

While that moment was the cherry on
top of a great performance by the Rock-
cts, the game started off the right way as

f
'
i
!

PRI

Photo by Kyle Lutz

Wheeling Central freshman Riley Bennington (14) tries to strip the ball away
from Bridgeport junior Justine Schell during the OVAC 2A champlonship game.

Maroon Knights
Claim 2A Title

- Central earns its second
- championship in 8 years

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer
S5T. CLAIRSVILLE — During the first

. quarter, it seemed Wheeling Central had

gotten back to its original roots. As the sec-
ond quarter started, the originality seemed
to go away. However, the Maroon Knights
picked things up in the second half as they

" ran away with the 2A OVAC title in a 48-

30 victory against Bridgeport Saturday
night on the campus of Ohio University
Eastern,

It's the second title the Maroon Knights

ln h Kyle Lutz
Conotton Valley senior Chandice

“I thought for us, it was a team win,”
Wheeling Central coach Penn Kurtz said.
*We struggled in the first half shooting the
ball. We've been struggling lately. I just
attribute it to too many games in a short
amount of time. The players were telling me
after the game with River that their legs
were gone. So we tried to take it easy for a
couple days in practice.”

In the first quarter, an 8-0 run gave the
Maroon Knights a 12-4 ndvantage.

The Bulldogs turned on the defense in
the second quarter. Bridgeport went on a
10-0 run to end the quarter and take a 17-
16 lead going into halftime. The Maroon
Knights struggled from the field and did not
score a field goal in the eight-minute span.

See, Knights, Page B2

' _Eil_zy: Huskies
| Repeat As
‘Champions

By SHAWN RINE
Sporis Editor
ST. CLAIRSVILLE -— Harrison Cen-

" tral’s Katie Ellzy was on fire early Saturday,

" OVA

Cottis passes the ball during the

OVAC Tournament 1A title game.

well. The five senior starters came out

and held the Blue Dons scoreless for the
first q_lrlhurter as they raced out to a 11-0
lead. The Rockets did not allow a field
goal for the first 13 minutes.

*I thought we came out ready to play,
Conotton Valley coach Chandra Myers
said. “We didn’t have a difficult drive

See, Rockets, Page B2

"

scoriné her team’s first 10 points during the
Class 4A championship matchup
with top-seeded Union Local on the campus
of Ohio University Eastern,

The Jets found a way to corral her — one
defender in front and one in back — for the
majority of the second half, but when the
chips were down Ellzy found o way to get it
done.

Ellzy drained a pair of free throws with
5.7 seconds rcmmnin% to give the No. 2
Huskies a four-point lead. Jets freshman
Haley Porter drained a 3-pointer as the
buzzer sounded, but Harrison Central had

emerged with a 46-45 victory and its sec-

ond title in as many seasons.

‘*That’s what she does,"” Huskies coach
Nick Yourkovich said with a smile. **Big-
time &Iaycrs show up in big-time games.

**We expect that from her and there was
no doubt she was making the last two (free

See, Huskies, Page B2

Vak Gilen
Wrestling
Tops Brooke

Final tune up before

regionals for both - teams

]%y AARON PETCHAL
or The News-Register

WELLSBURG — The battle of the
bears went to the Oak Glen wrestling
team. .

QOak Gien traveled south to take on
Brocke in the two team’s final dual and
tunie up heading into the regional tourna-
ments. In the end, the Golden Bears won
11 of the 14 weight classes agninst the
Bruins as Ook Glen came away with a
63-9 victory Saturday nfternoon to spoil
Brooke’s Senior Day.

“Things went well,” Oak Glen coach
Patrick McGillian said. "This was our
last tune up before regionals next week.

“We come down here and it is usually
a tri, but we were not able to get a third
team to take part in it this year. We knew
the match count would be low today.”

Brooke won two weight classes,

“I saw a couple good matches,”
Brooke coach Rod Pattison said. *“We
had Matt Doll wrestle (Noah) Flowers at
195, and he bent Flowers.”

There was also a double forfeit at 120
pounds. Brooke only had six wrestlers
compete in the match.

“We have a really-young team,” Patti-
son said. “We had three kids out with
sickness. We have regionals upcoming
next week, and I didn’t want to risk it.”

Matches were held in only five weight
classes. Oak Glen won four of those five
matches.

All toid, the Golden Bears won seven
weight classes by forfeit, three matches
by pin and one match by decision.

“Things are going well for us,”
McGillian said. “We are taking the right
steps heading into regionals. We have
won our last seven or eight dual meets.
We are going in the right way,”

The Bruins won one weight class by
forfeit and one match by decision.

Individually for the Golden Bears,
Zack Eckenrod (132), Patrick Arneault
(145), Wyatt Strum {152), Will Hogan
{160}, Devon Chadwick (182), Dakota
Price (220) and Noah Mills (285) all
won via forfeit.

Also for the visitors from northern
Hancock County, Robert Bozek (126)

inned Gage Barnhart in 1:02, Nick

ice (138) pinned Dalton Yost in 1:33
and Stevie Cool (170) pinned Garrett
Finskey in 2:40,

Finallﬁéor the boys in the
Ryan Debee defeated Michael
by decision by a score of 6-3.

“Yeah, it was a typical Oak Glen
team,” Pattison said.

See, Oak Glen, Page B2

ellow,
eiordan

Central Sweeps
Two-Game
Road Trip

By RON JOHNSTON
For The News-Register

PARKERSBURG — Puarkersburg
Catholic made defending Class A cham-
pion Wheeling Central work.

The Crusaders proved to be a handful
for the Mel Stephens-coached Maroon
Kunights, but at the end it wasn’t quite
enough as they dropped a 60-52 decision
in non-conference boys’ basketball action
at the Fairview Avenue gym Saturday.
Both Parkersburg Catholic and Wheeling
Central were coming off wins against
Rovenswood and Charleston Catholic,
respectively, on Friday night.

“I thought we played really well
against Wheeling Central,” Crusaders
fourth-year coach Rob Strcula said. *We
did the best we could, but at the end we
couldn’t get a basket in our last six pos-
sessions,’

See, Central, Page B5

Today’s Results:

Tomorrow’s Poll:

Telt us what you think.

Q. Is it time for Major League
Basehall to consider Pete Rose
for tha Hall of Fame?

[ ]

@. Do you believe Ohlo University
Eastern Is the best place for the OVAC
to hold its baskelball lournaments?

Register your answer at www.news-ragister.net
(The resuits of this pell are not sctentific and reprasant cnly the
opirions of internet users who have chosen to participate.)
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HUSKIES

Continued from page Bl

throws).”

That it came down to that was some-
what of a surprise, given that Harrison
Central bad dominated the first half and
mg;gk;he ltI)cker room \Eintgya 30-13

in part to scoring
14 of her team-high 19 points.
" However, it didn't take Union Local
loqlghto §et back in the game.
e

Kmﬂivnn Clark-Patterson hi to make it
32-24 Huskies. Megan Stackhouse

Bost-u move to get it back to 10, but
nion closed on an 8-0 run that was

the margin to two — 34-3 heading to
the fourth. g
“‘We dug ourselves in really deep, but
we were still really positive at halftime,"’
UL coach Kelly Hanlon said. “*We've
been down before like that and came back.

“our chances, but it came down to a couple
different plays that didn’t go our way.”’
Harrison Central’s Shianne Nameth (11

ourth including her third and final 3-
pointer, but Union Local battled back tp tie
things at 38-38 on a deep 3 from Kylie
Russell. .

D.J. Keesey responded with a putback
for the Huskies as the Jets never got over
the hump. They had several chances to
take the lend down the siretch but couldn’t
convert, whether it be at the foul line (3 of
8 in the fourth, 15 of 24 overall} or with
open looks.

‘*We expected a tight pame and told the
girls at halftime — we were up pretty
comfortably — but I knew they would
make a run,”” Yourkovich said. **We let
them get a little bit closer than we would
have [iked.

**This is o wonderful feeling and I think
this kind of validates our program as one
of the top ones in the valley. Someone

ROCKETS

) ets received a three-point play
from Mikayla Patton out of the gate and 388
Porter sandwiched a two and a 3 around-a |

answered with her only bucket off a nice

punctusted by a 3 from Saifc Butler to cut {

““We came back and tied it and we had §

ints) scored the first four points of the -

Photo by Mike Mathison
Harrison Central junior Shianne
Nameth drives the lane past Union
Local junior Alll Delaney during the
OVAC Teurnament 4A Championship
game on the campus of Ohlo Universi-
ty Eastern on Saturday.

couid say ‘well, they got lucky last year.
But we aid it again.’

Paige Richards had a nice game for
Harrison, ndding 11 points.

Porter fpaved the way for the Jets, scor-
ing 17 of her 19 in the second half despite
playing on a bad ankle that required treat-
ment at halftime,

*‘She’s not a freshman anymore.” Han-
lon said. **She played great.’

I Alli Delaney added eight points for the
els.

Continued from page Bl

down, I mean we are used to long rides,
but the weather was different. The girls
were a little shaken u&x on the bus, but they
came out ready to play. They wanted it,
espectally that senior class. Our goal was
to come out and play defense.

“We had to get stops. I thought my girls
did just what I asked them.”

- The lead got up to as many as 22 after a
Kylie Manbeck bucket put the score at 29-
7 in favor of the Rockets, But the Blue
Dans didn’t cafl it quits as they went on a
siqjmll 8-0 run to cut the deficit to 14, 29-

The Rockets answered right back with a
5-0 run of their own to end the %Ouartcr.
“We had a slow start,” Blue Dons coach

Don Ogden said. “Same as last year. The
girls played hard; just didn’t seem to be
very effective on offense. The Bower giri,
we tried to neutralize her, but that's why
she’s going to a Division I school on a
scholarship. I found myself watching her
gxclq' she’s all what they said she’s going to

Bower, an Ohio University commit, fin-

ished with a triglc-double with 25 points,

18 rebounds and 10 blocks.
“I'm very excited,” Bower said. “I'm

excited for my senior class. We've been’

playing together for so long, it’s a big
accomplishment for us.”

Becca Holt and Monica Bragg both
scored six points to lead Madonna,

‘Bridgeport coach Rob

2015 OVAC
BOYS’

OAK GLEN

Continued from page B1

Individually for the boys from-Brooke
County, Doll defeated Flowers by deci-
sion by a score of 7-3, and Clay Biney
(106) won by forfeit.

“We were down some kids today,” Pat-
tison said, “We had three kids out sick.
We only had six kids.”

WRESTLING
Linsly 203.5, Magnelia 192, Berkeley
Springs 175.5, 8t Clairsville 141, River
114.5, Steubenville Central Catholic 78,
Weir 73.5, Tyler Consolidated 67, Lib-
erty (H} 59, Ravensweod 59, Doddridge
ounty 51, Wahama 43, Madonna 0

NEW MARTINSVILLE — Linsly had
five wrestlers make it to the champi-
onship round as three wrestlers would for
the Cadets.

Tommy Curtin won at 126, Gage
Giovengo took it home at 195, and
Chimechi Oparanoize won at 285.

Magnolia was a close second as they
had one wrestler bring home o gold as
Caleb Nice won at 182,

BOYS BASKETBALL
WVHIT

Cameron 60, St. Marys 56

SUMMERSVILLE — Logan Routt put
up 14 points, 19 rebounds, and six blocks
while Trey Routt had 14 points and nine
rebounds to lead Cameron (16-3) to the
championship.

Ryan Clutter also chipped in with 14
points and six assists.

Dillon Hupp scored 13 points for St.
Marys (15-3).

Paden Clity 65, Doddridge County 45

SUMMERSVILLE — Kennedy Cain
scored 22 points, took down five
rebounds, and had four steals as Paden
City {9-10) took home fifth place.

Luke Coaoper scored 19 points and had
six rebounds while Zach Heasley scored
12 points and had seven assists,

randon Smith scored 14 points for
Doddridge County (13-7).
Valley 67, Van 50 .

SUMMERSVILLE ~ Tucker Cain had
25 points, Joey Preat pulled down 13
rebounds, and Trey Streets put up 14
points for Valley (9-10).

‘Greg Lail and Taylor Jarrell went for
14 points each for Van (5-15) in the 11th
place game.

PREP ROUNDUP

Ohio East DiSt("‘jiCtl Swim Sectional
rls
Dover 368, Martins Ferry 291.5,
Tri-Valley 223, Cambridge 183, 5t.
Clairsville 164, Beaver Local 120.5,
River View 116, Barnesville 111,
New Philadelphia 109, Coshocton 97,
Steubenville 86, John Glenn 50,
Steubenville Catholic Central 47,
East Liverpool 43, Carrollton 33,
Bellaire 30, West Muskingum 28,
Maysvllle 26, East Richland 24,
Phifo 18

STEUBENVILLE — Martins Fe
three events and managed to finis
ond in the 20 team field.

The Purple Riders were victorious in
the 200 Medley Relay (2:01.13), and
Alyssa Kalinski won in the 200 Freestyle
(2:03.70) and 500 Freestyle (5:32.24),

Ferry finished second in the 400
Freestyle Relay (3:55.89), and Rylee
Reis finished second in the 50 Freestyle

(26.89).
Boys

Dover 489, New Philadelphia 253.5,
Coshocton 245, River View 171,

St. Clairsville 159, Beaver Local 108.5,
Tri-Valley 96, Steubenville Catholic
95.5, M Ferry ), East Liverpool
86.5, Cambridge 81, Bishop Rosecrans
64, Steubenville 53, St. John 49,
Zanesville 37, Toronto 24,

John Glenn 21, West Muskingum 20,
Barnesville 15, Edison 4, Bellaire 1

STEUBENVILLE — St. Clairsville
would place in the tope three in three
events to finish fifth and be the highest
OVAC school in the 21 team event,

Michae]l DiBetia finished second in the
200 Freestyle (1:52.28) and third in the
500 Freestyle (5:13.27) for the Red Dev-
ils while St. Clairsville would also finish
third in the 200 Freestyle Relay
(1:39.37),

Brandon Bliss of Martins Ferry got
third in the 200 IM (2:17.32) and Long
Phan got third in the 100 Butterfly
(1:02.69).

Austin Schramm of St. John finished
third in the 50 Freestyle (24.02).

won
5eC-

KNIGHTS
Continued from page Bl

_“I was surprised we were
up 17-16 at the half,”

Zitzelsberger said. “We
played in the first half like
we did the second half. We .
just never stepped it up. We
threw some balls away.
They play pretty pood
defense, and ours fell apart.
A couple times, we lost
their shooter and they
knocked them down and we
dido’t.

“Last year we were the
favorites, this year we were
Probubly the underdogs. A
ot of teams would like to
be here. Yes, we are disap-
pointed, but when you play

~ Photo by Kyle Lutz,

some big shots thnt opened
it 1% forus.”

uplaga finished the
third quarter with nine
points,

The Maroon Knight lead
got to double digits after a
Riley Bennington basket
made it 35-25. The lead
grew to as many as 21 after
a four minute, 11-0 run
sparked by a Sydney Ben-
nington layup. Bennington
scored 10 points in the final
frame including six points
in the four minute stretch.
She finished the game with
12 points.

Lindsey Baker had a
team-high 15 points for the

BASKETBALL
CHAMPIONSHIPS

SATURDAY - FEBRUARY 21st at OUE

*4A-10 AM * 5A-12:30 PM « 1A-3 PM
* 2A-5:30 PM « 3A-8 PM

At The Finals . . .
One Lucky Fan Wiil Have The Chance To Win 25,000 Courtesy of

THE HEALTH PLAN

Watch streamed liveon -
vork.com/channels/ovac

ved on Me-TV Ohio Valley.

‘-' 'Glrist championship gamesair -~
backto back on Sunday the 15th "~

.on Sundavithe22nd. .. .

a good team, you got to
plxi{ well.”
fter a pair of free
throws by Caitlyn Kroll, the
lead was 19-16 in favor of
Bﬂdgm With 6:27 left
in the third, Taylor Duplaga
gave the Maroon Knights
the spark they were waiting
for on a conventional 3-
goint play to tie the game,
ot too long after, Duplaga
had another big play as she
hit a key 3-pointer to give

Wheeling Central’s Sydney
Bennington dribbles the
ball up the court.

the Maroon Knights the
lead, 22-19.

“She’s afgreat player,”
Kurtz said of Duplaga. “For
a freshmen, she just walks
in and looks like she’s been
playing for four years. We
rely on her a lot on both the
defensive and offensive end
of the floor. She just hit

Maroon Knights.

For the Bulldogs. Kroll
finished with a game-high
24 points.

*The second quarter was
a good quarter for us,”
Zitzelsberger said. “You
got to continue that. The
third quarter was atrocious
and the fourth was even
worse. I'm proud of them.
Nobody tikes to be a runner
ug, but we’ll take the tro-
phy and be happy.”

MOHIGANS

Continued from page B1

Bartlett, who led the
Patriots with 14 poiats, hit

Das Auto.

Your best deal
onda...

a 3 at the horn to make it a
three-point halftime lead.
“*I think the focus goes
to the point guards
because it’s going to be

such a great matchup, but,

what gets lost are the
Anna Haytons, the Sydney
Holloways, the Rachel
Laskodys, the Carlie
Wilsons and Keya
Bartletts. .

“*We're really two
evenly matched teams
where people only look at
the point guards, but if
you went positiou—by—posi-
tion it’s about even.”’

A nair of Ravie free

buckets from Wilson and
McCutcheon, followed by
a Byrd free throw made it
47-45,

Byrd drained her third 3
of the afternoon to cut it to
51-50 lJate, but the Mohi-
gans got a pair of baskets
off patient, backdoor plays
— the last by Sepgie — 10
go up 56-50.

McCutcheon (12 points)
drilled two free throws to
make it 56-62, but the
Patriots waited unti] 5.7
showed on the clock to
commit a foul, But Mor-
gantown wasn't in a bonus
¢ituatinn nnd Santh wae



Wheeling Hospital OVAC Boys’ Tournament Semifinals

Madonna
Downs
St. John

Blue Dons begin

fast, finish strong

By MATTHEW PEASLEE
For The Intelligencer

WEIRTON — The Dube Dome
wasn't a hounted house Tuesday
night - there was actually a tropi-
cal vibe as the Madonna student
section held a beach theme — but
_ St. John was still spooked by the

Blue Dons.

“My biggest fear was realized,”
St. John coach Dave Reasbeck said,
*On the road in & big game, we
came out flat. That was my biggest
fear and it hoppened.”

Madonna surged to an early lead
on the Fighting Irish and forced 15
first-nolf turnovers to earn a 70-56
victory in a Wheeling Hospital
OVAC 1A semifinal. The Blue
Dons advance to Saturday’s cham-
pionship game for the first time
since 2012.

Please See MADONNA, Page 15

Photo by Matthew Peasles

Madonna’s Levi Shreve (4) tries
to get to the basket_l_past St

John defender Chaice Truex.

Phaoto by Kyle Lutz

Whealing Park’s Elijah Bell {(4) looks to get around the defense of Morgantown's
Tyler Shipley during Tuesday night's OVAC contest.

Park Can’t Climb
All the Way Back

Motown advances
to 5A title contest

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer

MORGANTOWN — Wheeling Park
made it a game. The Patriots, who were
down 16 at halftime, put together a team
effort in the second half, only to come up
short of the 5A OVAC Final in a 62-52 loss
to Morgantown on Tuesday night.

“We were down so many, and we’ve
been in that position before,” Patriots coach
Michael Jebbia said. “We exerted so much
energy to come back and we had the ball
three times when we were down four, We
didn't convert. So if we could have goiten it

to two or one, we might have gotten over
the hump. But Morgantown made some
plays when they had to.”

'lxhe comeback started near the end of the
third quarter as the Patriots, led by Phil
Bledsoe, went on a 6-0 run to cut the Mohi-
gons lead to single digits, 48-39.

Early on in the fourth, a Rhett Schodzins-
ki 3-pointer and Tre® Saunders bucket cut
the lead to 48-44. That’s as close as Wheel-
ing Park got as Zakeem Davis stopged the
Morgantown scoring drought with a big
bucket to put the home team back up by six.

With the score at 54-48, Carlton King
made a conventional three-point play and
Kenzie Melko hit a shot to give the Mohi-

ans a comfortable 59-48 lead with 1:44
eft to put the game on ice,

Flease See PARK, Page 15

South
Gets By
Big Red

Patriots have to

work overtime

By JAY W, BENNETT
or The Intelligencer

PARKERSBURG ~— Parkersbur,
South received a career-high 2
polnts from JR Kerr and the Patriots
needed overtime Tuesday night
inside the Rod Oldham Athletic
Center to nip Steubenville, 77-75,
in‘a Wheeling Hospital OVAC Class
5A semifinal.

Big Red sophomore Charles
Recves put on a dominating per-
formance with 18 points, 12
rebounds, seven assists, three steals
and three blocks, but the visitors
couldn’t pull the upset as the No. 4
seed because Dionee Wallace-Jones’
Foteutial game-winning 3-pointer

tom the left wing glanced the edge
of the iron at the {inal horn,

“We couldn’t finish it when we
needed to,” South coach Mike Fal-
lon said of his second-ranked Class
AAA squad, who also got 16 points
from Cody Monroe along with 13
apiece from Garrett Gilkeson and Ty
Dobson. “Steubenville’s pretty
good. This time of year we're just
trying to get better,”

The Patriots, who were an awk-
ward Kerr long lay-in attemtpt away
from winning it at the end of regula-
tion after Wallace-Jones sank three
foul shots with 4.6 seconds left,
imdjroved to 16-2 and return to the
ROAC tonight versus rival Parkers-
burg.

[%obson tallied 10 of his total in
the opening quarter and eight of
those came in a span of 90 seconds
thanks to a pair of 3s sandwiched
around a lay-in, which gave the

Please See SOUTH, Page 15

Bulldogs Will
Play for Crown

Jets Soar Past -
Harrison Central

By KIM NORTH
For The Intellipencer
-SHADYSIDE — The

last time Bridgeport trav-
eled south on Chio 7 to
Shadyside for a boys’
basketball game, the Bull-
dogs were muzzled, 68-
50, on Jan. 20. Tuesday
night inside a jam-packed
Tigers Den, their bite' was
back.

Bridgeport outscored
Shadyside 9-4 in the final
four minutes to claim a
57-52 victory in a Wheel-
iu[gmHospital Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference Class

2 A semifinal. It propels
the third-seeded Bull ogs
(15-6) into Saturdaﬁis
5:30 p.m, championship
game at Ohio University
Eastern against the winner
of tonight's
Cameron at top-seeded
Wheeling Central semifi-
nal that was postponed
Tuesday night. The No. 2
Tigers (16-5) head to the
loser of tonight's game,
Friday in the third-place
contest,

Please See BULLDOGS,
Page 15

No. 4 |

Photo by Sethi Stask
Shadyside's John Michael Schustz brings the ball up
tha court against Bridgeport's J.C. Cash.

By RICK. THORP
For The Intelligencer

MORRISTOWN -—
The first 3uurters put
forth Tuesday night by
Union Local and Harri-
son Central couldn’t
have been more differ-
ent.

The Jets drained four
J-pointers en route 10 an
18-point period. The
Huskies, meanwhile,
went 0-for-10 from the
field and scored three
points.

Union Local’s 15-
peint bulge ofter the

opening eight minutes
was just the spark need-~
ed to propel itself to a
54-31 triumph in a
Wheeling ospital
OVAC Boys' Basketball
Tournament Class 4A
semifinal inside ‘The
Han%z}r.'
‘“We came out fast
and started fast,'’ Jets
coach Ben Porter said.
“We were hoPing to be
able to do that.”’

The victory sends
Union Local (19-2) into

Please See UL, Page 15




slays Cameron
in OVAC semis

« Knights will meet Bridgeport
for conference’s 2A crown

By SHAWN RINE
For The Times Leader

WHEELING — Cameron entered Wednesday
night's Wheeling Hospital OVAC Class 2A semifinal
against Wheeling Central in search of a measure of
respect. The Dragons earned that much, even though
they left with a loss.

The Maroon Knights' depth and ball pressure sim-
ply proved too much. Chase Harler had 21 points,
grabbed nine rebounds and handed out six assists as
Wheeling Central {19-
2), the No. 1 team in
West Virginia Class A
and the tournament’s
top seed, emerged with
1 63-49 victory.

The Maroon
Knights play
Bridgeport for the
championship at 5:30 on Saturday at Obhio University
Eastern.

““We knew coming in they were good and we knew
the big kid (Logan Routt) was going to be tough to
handle,”” Central coach Mel Stephens said. ‘*And
Ryan Clutter is also a good player, and both those
guys got theirs like we thought they would.

*‘But we thought if we held everyone else down to
decent numbers we would be nll right, and that’s the
way it worked out.”’

That’s exactly how it went.

Cluiter and Routt, who was honored by the home
team after his first bucket that gave him 1,000 points

CLASS 2A
Who: Bridgeport vs.
Wheeling Central
When: Saturday, 5:30 p.m.
Where: OUE
Radlo: AM 1600

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

alters
prep card

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Because of another round of winter
weather, the Eastern District
announced several changes to the
girls basketball tournament schedule.

In Division III, Bellaire and Fort
Frye's game at Cambridge has been
¢ pushed back until this evening with

§ tip off slated for 6. It will be the first
game of a doubleheader.

In Division IV, Shadyside and
Steubenville Central, which were set
to meet at Indian Valley, will play
tonight at 8, following the Hiland and
Toronto encounter.

At John Glenn High School, River
and Newcomerstown along with
Beallsville and Malvern both had
their games pushed back 24 hours as
well. They’ll play at 6 and 8, respec-
tively this evening.

§  The games originally set for
tonight New Concord, which involve
Bridgeport against Caldwell and St.
John Central against Zanesville
Rosecrans have been pushed back
until Monday, Feb. 23 at the same
times, The game fimes are 6 and 8,
respectively.
, As for the OVAC Girls 3A title
| game, which was supposed to pit Fort
Frye and River against each other at
OUE tonight, has also bcen post-
poned. According to OVAC
Executive Secretary Tom Rataiczak,

for his career, combined to make 16 of Cameron’s 18 WHEELING CENTRAL'S Boyd Bibey goes up for a shot amongst a
baskets and score 40 of its 49 points. The. Dragons host of Cameron defenders during Wednesday's Wheeling Hospital
(16-4), ranked 10th in Class A, couldn’t find the sec- OVAC Class 2A semifinal in Wheeling. The Maroon Knights prevalled,

game will be played on Saturday,
Feb. 28 at 7:30 p.m.
The media day for boys teams in

Oﬂdﬂry SCOring they S0 despemtely needed. the OVAC Tournament Finals set for

63-49. They'll now meet Bridgeport in the OVAC championship game on

Sea, CENTRAL, Page B2

BISHOP
DONAHUE'S |
Taylor Straughn §
goes up for a |
shot in a game |
earlier this sea- |
son a
Bridgeport. He
and the Bishops
advanced in the |
OVAC Class 1A |
tournament on
Wednesday

T-L Fila Pholo/
KIM NORTH

Saturday at Ohio University Eastern.

For The Times Leader

McMECHEN - The rust was
evident.

No. 3-ranked Bishop Donahue
had not played a game in nearly
10 days before its OVAC semifi-
nal matchup with Trinity.

When the No. 4-seeded
Warriors {7-12) took a 32-25
halftime lead on Donahue’s senior
night, Coach Tom Wise chal-
lenged his guys in a way he never
thought he’d have to. He wanted
them to be more physical.

It worked.

Donahue muscled its way inside
and connected on 14 of its 17

today at OUE was posiponed.

| Strong second half sparks Donahue

| By TONY VIOLA

CLASS 1A
Who: Madonna vs. Donahue
When: Saturday, 3 p.m.
Where: QUE -
Radlo: AM 1600

shots in the second half to punch
its ticket to the 1A title game with
1 66-54 victory Wednesday night.

The Bishops, the No. 1 seed in
the tournament, will play No, 2
seed Madonna, which they beat by
16 peints in their third game of the
season, on Saturday at Ohio
University Eastern.

“I think that was the first time
we’ve been out-physicaled all year
to be honest,”” Wise said of the
first half. “*I’ve got a bunch of all-

state football players on this team.
We shouldn’t be out-physicaled.””
Thanks to a few mental mis-
takes by Trinity which led to early
turnovers, Donahue started the
second half on a 14-0 run capped
with a Brett Moore Jpointer off
an assist by Josh Miller to take a
39-32 lead, one the Bishops (16-
2) never relinquished. )
‘‘For the most part, our guards
have done a really good job of tak-
ing care of the ball lately,”’
Warriors coach Jamal Womble
said. *“Turnovers are going to hap-
pen. I thought we did a good job of
responding to the run. When you
play a good of a team as Bishop

See, DONAHUE, Page B2

Seven Springs’ halfpipe
largest in eastern U.S.

By DORSEY KINDLER
For The Times Leader

SEVEN SPRINGS, Pa. — On a clear but frigid after-
noon in February, friends Mark Oshie and Steve Slyman
carved their way to the top of Seven Spring Mountain
Resort’s Olympic-size halfpipe. Balancing on their snow-
boards, they looked down its 500-foot length and dis-
cussed its condition.

Both men note specific spots to hit. They also talk
about how to properly attack the pipe, and areas to avoid.

With that, they point the noses of their boards down-
ward and disappear over the edge.

Moments later they reappear, having gained speed,
shooting up the 22-foot walls and “grabbing air” each
time.

Before long they're tiny, colorful specs at the bottom of
the 15-percent pitch.

The halfpipe is the only one of its kind on the East
Coast now that Killington in Vermont has shut down its
own Olympic-size haifpipe. Approximately 60 feet in
width, its massive walls are made entirely of snow — 45
acre feet of snow, to be exact. Maintaining the feature
takes a serious commitment, according to Joel Rerko,
director of mountain operations for the resort.

“It takes a lot of dedication to your terrain park pro-
gram,” he said. *“And it takes a lot of resources to build a
pipe. A 1ot of snow making. A lot of water. And the prop-
er equipment to do it correctly.”

Olympic-size halfpipes are much more common at
resorts in the Rocky Mountains and the West Coast,
Rerko said.

And just what exactly is a halfpipe of any size good
for?

See, HALFPIPE, Page B2

i

Phote/ DORSEY KINDLER

A SNOWBOARDER makes his way through Seven
Springs Mountain Resort's Olympic-sized halfpipe,
the largest halfpipe in the eastern U.5.

WVU slapped with
NCAA probation

BI! JOHN RABY
AP Sports Writer

CHARLESTON — The NCAA placed West Virginia's
athletic department on two years’ probation Wednesday
for recruiting violalions involving illegal text messages
and phone calls in [4 sports.

The NCAA said a Division [ infractions committee
determined that coaches in 14 sports sent impermissible
texts and made phone calls to prospects and parents
between June 2010 and
February 2013. Most of the
infractions occurred in women’s
gymnastics, football, women's
basketball and women’s soccer.

Most of the women’s gymnas-
tics violations were committed
by one assistant coach, who was
placed under a one-year show-
cause penalty, cannot recruit dur-
ing a 30-day signing period and
must attend an NCAA regional rules seminar.

The committee determined that infractions in other
sports were limited. '

The NCAA said several coaches involved in the viola-
tions believed there was a misunderstanding in some of
the recruiting communication rules.

“Additionally, the school did not fully understand how
to use compliance softwire it purchased to monitor. phone
and text activity,” the NCAA said. “It wasn’t until the
software company updated the software that the school
learned of the violations.”

The NCAA said the viclations occurred while the

See, WVU, Page B2
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Eetwaen Jupe 2010 and February 2013,
Most of the infractions occurred in
women’s gymnastics, football, women’s

basketball and women's soccer.

Muost of the women’s gymnastjcs viola-
y one assistant

tions were committed

SAUUILILHIALL Y ¢ LUC DLILULIL LA LIVFL BUkLLY
understand how to use compliance sofi-
ware it purchased to monitor phone and
text activity,” the NCAA said.

updated the software that the sc
learned of the violations.”
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when he interviewed for the job.
*“While I am disappointed with today’s NCAA compliance.”

NCAA report, I do take note that our  In addition to the probation, West Vir-

“It wasn't until the software c'omﬁnny department found the infractions, self- ginia self-imposed penalties adopted by

ool reported them and worked with the NCAA

a * r
ment to continue its strong dedication to

in full cooperation to address and correct Please See PROBATION, Page 16

By SHAWN RINE
Sports Editor
WHEELING -
Cameron entered Wednes-

pital OVAC Class 2A
semifinal against Wheeling |
Central in search of a ]
measure of respect. The
Dragons earned that much, .
even though they left with
a loss.

The Maroon Knights’
depth and ball pressure
simply proved too much.

points, grabbed nine

six assists as Wheelin
Central (19-2), the No. 1 |
team in West Virginia
Class A and the tourna- |

with a 63-49 victory.

The Maroon Knights
play Brid%‘eport for the
championship at 5:30 on
Saturday at Ohia Universi- |
ty Eastern. '

*‘We knew coming in
they were good and we

See CENTRAL, Page 15

Bishop Dbnahue’s Taylor
Straughn (12) and Trinity's

MOUNDSVILLE -
shooting clinic in the first

started using its huge

day night’s Wheeling Hos- §

Chase Harler had 21 §

ment’s top seed, emerged K

Photo by Jake Flatley

Please See BRUINS, Page 16

rebounds and handed out | .

Staff Writer

i dent.

| with Trinity.

i them to be more physical.
g It worked.

McMECHEN - The rust was evi-

3 No. 3-ranked Bishop Donahue had
B not played a game in nearl
i before its OVAC semifinal matchup

When the No. 4-seeded Warriors
(7-12) took a-32-25 halftime lead on
Donahue’s Senior Night, Coach Tom
Wise challenged his goys in a way he ouE[-.EhysicaIed."
never thought he’d have to. He wanted

 Photo by Seth Staskey
Whaeling Central's John Burkhalter (33) goes up for a bucket while Cameron’s
Logan Routt (33) tries to defend. The Maroon Knights won the game to move cn
to the 2A OVAC title. '

:Second-Half Surge
Propels Bishops, 66-54

By TONY VIOLA

Knights Too Deep For
Dragons In 2A Semifinal

The Bishops, the No. 1 seed in the
tournament, will play No. 2 seed

Madonna, which they beat by 16

points in their third game of the sea-

10 days Eastern,

son, on Saturday at Ohio University

*‘I think that was the first time

we’ve been out-physicaled all year, to

be honest,”” Wise said of the first half.
“I've got & bunch of all-state football
players on this team. We shouldn’t be

anks to a few mental mistakes by

Trinity which led to early turnovers,
Donahue started the second half on a

Donahue muscled its way inside and  14-0 fun anped with a Brett Moore
comnected on 14 of its 17 sheis in the 3-pointer of!
second half to punch its ticket to the

Christian Hawkinberry go up for a \lﬁt(frlgsdf;f?ﬁzh\i“h a 66-54 victory

ball in a game Wednesday night.

an assist by Josh Miller
to take a 39-32 lead, one the Bishops
(16-2) never relinquished.

Please See BISHOPS, Page 16

Brooke Strong After Halftime

By TRACY WATSON  rebounding edge to its
For The Intelligencer  advantage.
Senior Garrison Mathi-
After watching John Mar- son and junior Justin
shall sophomore Logan Loughrie evenly dived 32
Grimm put on a 3-point points while juniors
omas Cole and Nathan
half, Brooke stepped up Green each had double-
its defense during the doubles as the Bruins
final two quarters and pulled away in the second
Ealf‘ for a 70-53 victory

Phaoto by Jake Flatlay

. John Marshall’s

Logan Grimm

2k (5) goes after a
R Ioose ball while

Brooke's
Thomas Cole
(22) tries to
defend.

WLU First

In Atlantic
Region

Hillioppers have won the

crown the last four years

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. — Four-time defending
NCAA Division II Atlantic Region champion
West Liberty stood head and shoulders above the
Atlantic' Region field on Wednesday when this
season’s first set of Atlantic Region rankings were
released by the NCAA Division 11 Men’s Basket-
ball Ranking Committee.

Coach Jim Crutchfield’s No. 7-ranked Hillto
pers (22-2) were a clear No. 1 in the region as the
only team with fewer than five Division-II losses
on the season.

West Liberty has already clinched its second
straitﬁht Mountain East Conference championship
— the Hilltoppers’ sixth consecutive league title
— and is one of five MEC teams to earn a spot in
the initial ranking of the region’s top 10 teams,

Fairmont State (17-8), one of only two teams to
beat WILU, squeezed shead of perennial Pennsyl-
vania State Athletic Conference power Indiana,
Pa. (20-5) for the No. 2 spot with two other PSAC
teams — Gunnon (17-8) and Mercyhurst (18-7)
rounding out the top five. .

Slippery Rock (16-7) wus No. 6 with Bowie
State 89—7) — the lone Central Intercollegiate
Athletic Association representative — at No. 7.
Glenville State {17-8), Charleston (14-9) and
Concord (16-8) comEletc the Top 10.

The regional rankings will be released each
Wednesday through the end of the regular season
with the final set of rankings compiled at the con-
clusion of conference tournament play.

Please See WLU, Page 16

Seven Springs’ Halfpipe La

By DORSEY KINDLER
Staff Writer

SEVEN SPRINGS, Pa. — On
a clear but frigid afternoon in
February, friends Mark Oshie and
Steve Slyman carved their way to
the top of Seven Spring Mountain
Resort’s Olympic-size hallpipe.
Balancing on their snowboards,
they looked down its 500-foot
length and discussed its condi-
ton.

Both men note specific spots to
hit. They also talk about how to
properly attack the pipe, and
areas to avoid.

With that, they point the noses
of their boards downward and
disappear over the edge.

oments later they reappear,
having %ajued speed, shootmﬁ up
the 22-foot walls and “grabbing
air” each time.

Before long they're tiny, color-
ful specs at the bottom of the 15-
percent pitch.

The halfpipe is the only one of
its kind on the East Coast now
that Killington in Vermont has
shut down 1ts own Olympic-size
hatfpipe. Approximately 60 feet
in-width, its massive walls are

made entirely of snow —[;
435 acre feet of snow, to bel’

Pitchers,
Catchers
Report In Fla.

By JAY COHEN

Sports Writer
Washington’s star-studded rotation reports to
Florida. Matt Harvey continues his comeback
with the New York Mets. Joe Maddon takes over
the Chicago Cubs, and Russell Martin gets a

-closer look at Toronto’s pitching staff.

While much of the Northeast and Midwest
navigates bitter cold and piles of snow, spring
training begins in earnest this week when pitch-
ers and catchers file inte camps in Florida and
Arizona,

World Champion San Francisco is one of four
National League teams slated to begin on Thurs-
day, and most of the majors’ pitchers and back-
stops will be in place by this weekend.

ollowing several massive free-agent deals
and blockbuster trades, there are plenty of com-
pelling story lines heading into baseball’s first
spring training since Rob Manfred took over as
commissioner in January.

The Nationals strengthened their already solid
rotation by signing free agent Max Scherzer to a
$210 million, seven-year contract.

Now the pressure 1s on Scherzer to deliver on
that big deal and help the reigning NL East
champions advance deep into the playoffs for the
first time since the franchise moved to Washing-
ton, .

Please See SPRING, Page 17

T

exact. Maintaining the fea-| .27

ture tokes a serious com-
mitment, according to Joel
Rerko, director of moun-
tain operations for the
resort.

“It takes a lot of dedica-
tion to your terrain park
program,” he said. “And it
takes a lot of resources to
build a pipe. A lot of snow

making. A lot of water.[”

See HALFPIPE, Page 17

rgest In Eastern U.S.

tiw Photo by Dorsey Kindilar
7

4 A snowbcarder
: makes his way
.| through Seven
J{ Springs Moun-
tain  Resort's
. Olrmpic-sized
= halfpipe, the
™| largest halfpipe
in the eastern
U.s.
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Bridgeport gets
by Shadyside

In 2A thriller

By KIM NORTH
Timas Leadsr Sports Writer

6SiathUps set

Union Local rolls
past H. Central
In 4A semifinals

By RICK THORP
Times Leader Sports Writer

SHADYSIDE ~ The last time Bridgeport
traveled south on Ohio 7 to Shadyside for a |
bays™ basketball game, the Bulldogs were muz-

zled, 68-50, on Jan. 20. Tuesday night

Jjum-packed Tigers' Den, their bite was back.
Bridgeport outscored Shadyside 9-4 in the
final 4 minutes to claim a cherished, 57-52, vic-

tory in a Wheeling Hospital Ohio
Athletic Conference Class 2A semifinal.

MORRISTOWN ~ The first quarters put forth
Tuesday night by Union Local and Harrison Central
couldn't have been more different.

The Jets drained four 3-pointers en route to an
18-point period. The Huskies, meanwhile, went 0-
for 10 from the field and scored three points,

Union Local’s 15-point bulge after the opening
eight minutes was just the spark needed to propel
itself to a 54-31 trivmph in a Wheeling Hospital

inside a

Valley S

The win pro- OVAC Boys’
pels the third- CLASS 2A CLASS 4A Basketball
seeded Bulldogs |Who: Bridgeport vs. Who: Union Local vs. Tournament Class
(15-6) into WheelingagC/Cameron St. Clalrsville 4A semifinal inside
Saturday’s 5:30 |When: rday, 5:30 p.m. When: Saturday, 10 a.m. | “The Hangar.’

p.m. champi- [Where: OUE Where: OUE “‘“We came out
onship game at |Radio: AM 1600 Radio: AM 1600 fast and started

Ohio University

Eastern against the winner of fonight’
Cameron at top-seeded Wheeling Central semifi-

nal that was postponed Tuesday night,
The No. 2 Tigers (16-5) head to the

tonight’s game Friday in the third-place con-

test. '

*“This was & huge win for us because of the
way we played down here a few weeks ago,”
Bridgeport head coach Donnie Cash admitted. §;
“We weren't into that night and we stressed that

to the kids all week in practice.

“The kids trusted and believed in each other
and that’s what we focused on this week (in
practice),” he added. “They did a great job
tonight of not putting their heads down and keep

playing the next play.”

The back-und-forth contest was deadlocked
half-a-dozen times, the last coming at 48 when
Bridgeport sophomore Guy Pagano knocked

down one of his five treys with 3:55
ing. .
Ses, BRIDGEPORT, Page B2

Madonna eliminates St. John Central in 1A

By MATTHEW PEASLEE
For The Timas Leader

WEIRTON — The Dube Dome
wasn’t a haunted house on Tuesday
— there was actually a tropical vibe
as the Madonna student section held a
beach theme — but St. John Central
was still spooked by the Blue Dons.

“My biggest fear was realized,” St.
John Centrai head coach Dave
Reasbeck said. “On the road in a big
game, we came out flat. That was my
biggest fear and it happened.”

Madonna surged to an early lead
over the Irish in the first quarter and
forced 135 first half turnovers to ean a
70-56 win in a Wheeling Hospital
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 1A
semifinal. The Blue Dons now
advance to Saturday’s championship
game for the first time since 2012,

“These guys haven't experienced
that yet, so hopefully they work hard
and know what’s ot stake,” Madonna
coach George Vargo said.

A Joey Ewusink 3-pointer at the
3:23 mark of the opening quarter put
the Blue Dons (13-5) up 14-2 and
they led 19-4 at the end of the first.

fast,”” Jets head
coach Ben Porter acknowledged. *‘We were hoping
io be able to do that.”’

The victory sends Union Local (19-2) into the
first of five scheduled championship games
Saturday at Ohio University Eastern. The Jets will
meet St. Clairsville, which dispatched East
Liverpool, 67-63, in Tuesday’s other semifinal.

The Red Devils handed Union Local one of its
two losses this season, 75-69, on John Jenkins
Court on January 23. Porter expects another dandy
between the Buckeye 8 rivals.

‘*They’re a dangerous team ... very skilled,”” he
said. ‘“They’re well-coached. It will be a battle,

“I’s a 10 a.m. game, but I have a feeling the
gym will still be packed.”’

It’s Union Local’s second straight OVAC cham-
pionship game appearance. It had its unbeaten sea-
son stopped in last year's 4A title game by
Steubenville.

“"We're excited to have a chance to play in the
finals again and build from there.”’

See, UNION, Page B2

s No. 4

loser of

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
SHADYSIDE'S Zach Frizzi (10) goes up for a shot as
Bridgeport’s Parker Dyson (23) defends during Tuesday night's
Class 2A semifinal at Shadyside. The Bulldogs prevailed, 57-52.
Additional images may be found at cu.timesleaderoniine.com

remain-

CLASS 1A
Who: Madonna vs,
Wh Donahue/Trinity
en: Saturday, 530 p.m,
Where: QUE
Radio: AM 1600

1 “I'Hl take that kind of lead anytime,”
Vargo said.

The Irish (12-8) did outscore
| Madonna, 15-10, in the second guar-
| ter, and went to the locker room on a
high note, though still trailing by 10
E points. At the buzzer, St. John
il Central’s Chaice Truex successfully
§ heaved a half-court shot to cut the
B deficit to 29-19,

8 “Ifelt very good then,” Reasbeck
Bl said.
But those feelings didn’t 1ast long.

Madonna went on a 12-4 run to
start the third quarter, then went up
46-27 after Grant Retton converted a
3-point-play at the 3:45 mark.
et e

) asketball,” Reasbeck said. “We did-
ST, 0N CENTRAL'S Chlice om vy el s
player during Tuesday night's and it hurt.
game in Weirton. The Irish lost. See, 8JC, Page B2

Pholo/PAUL KRAJNYAK
UNION LOCAL'S Colton McKivitz (55) mus-
cles his way past Harrison Central's Tyler
Redish during Tuesday night's Class 4A semifi-
nal in Morristown. The Jets won and will meet
St. Clairsville Saturday.

St. Clairsville advances
to 4A title game again

By CHUCK GREENWOOD  Liverpool Tuesday night at
For The Times Leader Potter Fieldhouse in the semnifi-

River’s stall tactics
not enough vs. FF

By MIKE MORRISON
For The Times Leader
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boys’ basketball game, the Bulldogs were muz-
zled, 68-50, on Jan. 20. Tuesday night inside a
jam-packed Tigers’ Den, their bite was back.
Bridgeport outscored Shadyside 9-4 in the
final 4 minutes to claim a cherished, 57-52, vic-

tory in o Wheeling Hospital Ohio Valley

Athletic Conference Class 2A semifinal.

The win pro-
pels the third- CLASS 2A
seeded Bulldogs |Who: Bridgeport vs.
(15-6) into (Wheslin SCICameron
Saturday’s 5:30 (When: gem.lrday, 5:30 p.m.
p.m. champi- |Where: OUE
onship game at | Radlo: AM 1600
Ohio University
Eastern against the winner of tonight’s No. 4
Cameron at top-seeded Wheeling Central semnifi-
nal that was postponed Tuesday night.

The No. 2 Tigers (16-5) head to the loser of

tonight’s game Friday in the third-place con- 8

test. '

“This was a huge win for us becnuse of the
way we played down here a few weeks ago,”
Bridgeport head coach Donnie Cash admitted.
“We weren't into that night and we stressed that
to the kids all week in practice.

“The kids trusted and believed in each other
and that’s what we focused on this week (in
practice),” he added. “They did a great job
tonight of not putting their heads down and keep
playing the next play.”

The back-and-forth contest was deadlocked
half-a-dozen times, the [ast coming at 48 when
Bridgeport sophomore Guy Pagano knocked
down one of his five treys with 3:55 remain-
ing. :

See, BRIDGEPORT, Page B2

By MATTHEW PEASLEE
For The Times Leader

WEIRTON — The Dube Dome
wasn’t a haunted house on Tuesday
— there was actually a tropical vibe
a8 the Madonna student section held a
beach theme — but St. John Central
was still spooked by the Blue Dons.

“My biggest fear was realized,” St,
John Central head coach Dave
Reasbeck said, “On the road in a big
game, we came out flat. That was my
biggest fear and it happened.”

Madonna surged to an early lead
over the Irish in the first quarter and
forced 15 first half turnovers to earn a
70-36 win in 2 Wheeling Hospital
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 1A
semifinal. The Blue Dons now
advance to Saturday’s championship
game for the first time since 2012.

“These guys haven't experienced
that yet, so hopefully they work hard
and know what’s at stake,” Madonna
coach George Vargo said.

A Joey Ewusiak 3-pointer at the

they led 19-4 at the end of the first.

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

SHADYSIDE'S Zach Frizzi (10} goes up for a shot as
Bridgeport’s Parker Dyson (23) defends during Tuesday night’s
Class 2A semifinal at Shadyside. The Bulldogs prevalled, 57-52.
Additional Images may be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com

Madonna eliminates St. John Central in 1A

. .

Photo/MIKE MATHISON
ST. JOHN CENTRAL’S Chaice
3:23 mark of the opening quarter put Truex (35) chases a Madonna
the Blue Dons (13-5) up 14-2 and player during Tuesday night's
game in Weirton. The Irish lost.

iy

CLASS 1A
Who: Madonna vs.
When: Sl 550 )
en: , p.m.
Whaere: OUE
Radio: AM 1600

“I'll take that kind of lead anytime,”

Vargo said.
| The Irish (12-8) did outscore
Madonna, 15-10, in the second quar-
ter, and went to the locker room on a
high note, though still trailing by 10
{ points. At the buzzer, St. John
g Central's Chaice Truex successfully
M heaved a half-court shot to cut the
| deficitto 29-19,
gl I felt very good then,” Reasbeck

B said.

But those feelings didn’t last long.

Madonna went on 2 12-4 run to
start the third quarter, then went up
46-27 after Grant Retton converted a
3-point-play at the 3:45 mark.

“We came out and handed them the
basketball,” Reasbeck said. “We did-
n't come out very well in either half,
and it hurt.”

See, SJC, Page B2

¥ | gym will still be packed.”

LUEDUOY LHEUL DY WU LAV (01U DAL DU el
couldn’t have been more different.

The Jets drained four 3-pointers en route to an
18-point period. The Huskies, meanwhile, went (-
for 10 from the field and scored three points,

Union Local’s 15-point bulge after the opening
eight minutes was just the spark needed to propel
itself to a 54-31 triumph in 2 Wheeling Hospital

OVAC Boys’

CLASS 4A Basketball

Who: Union Local vs. Tournament Class

St. Clairsville 4A semifinal inside
When: Saturday, 10 a.m. | ‘The Hangar.’

Wharae: QUE ‘*We came out

Radio: AM 1600 fast and started

fast,”” Jets head
coach Ben Porter acknowledged. '*We were hoping
to be able to do that.”

The victory sends Union Local (19-2) into the
first of five scheduled championship games
Saturday at Ohio University Eastern. The Jets will
meet St. Clairsville, which dispatched East
Liverpool, 67-63, in Tuesday’s other semifinal.

The Red Devils handed Union Local one of its
two losses this season, 75-69, on John Jenkins
Court on January 23. Porter expects another dandy
between the Buckeye 8 rivals.

**They're a dangerous team ... very skilled,”” he
said. *'They’re well-coached. It will be a battle.

“It's a 10 a.m. game, but I have a feeling the

It's Union Local's second straight OVAC cham-
plonship game appearance. It had its unbeaten sea-
son stopped in last year’s 4A title game by
Steubenville.

*“We're excited to have a chance to play in the
finals again and build from there.”’

See, UNION, Page B2

Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK
UNION LOCAL'S Colton McKivitz (55) mus-
cles his way past Harrison Central’s Tyler
Redish during Tuesday night's Class 4A semifi-
nal in Morristown. The Jets won and will meet
St. Clairsville Saturday.

St. Clairsville advances
to 4A title game again

By CHUCK GREENWOOD
For The Times Leader

EAST LIVERPOOL - St.
Clairsville and the Wheeling
Hospital Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference’s Boys® Basketball
Championship have grown syn-
onymous.

For the sixth time in the 8-
year history of the event, the
Red Devils will play for their
class champicnship.

It was by no means easy, but
the third-seeded Red Devils
found a way down the stretch,
holding on for a 67-63 victory
against second-seeded East

ment.

be at 10.a.m.
The

game,

Potters

Liverpool Tuesday night at
Potter Ficldhouse in the semifi- §#
nals of the Class 4A tourna-

Both teams are now 16-5.

The Red Devils, who are 2-3
in the titie game, advance to
play Union Lacal, which beat
Harrison Central, for the Class
4A title Saturday at Ohio
University Eastern. Tipoff will

Ses, ST. C., Page B2

will play |
Harrison Central in Cadiz
Friday night in the consolation

Photol] MMY JOE SAVAGE
EAST LIVERPOOCL'S Owen Crawtford {4} splits
St. Clairsville’s Brendan Ferns {5) and Patrick
Buchanan during Tuesday night's Class 4A
semifinal inside the Potter Fieldhouse.

River’s stall tactics
not enough vs. FF

By MIKE MORRISON
For The Timas Leader

BEVERLY — There is no shot clock in Ohio
high school basketball.

Those basketball fans who braved the freezing
cold weather out-
side to make the
trip to Fort Frye
High School for
Tuesday night’s
Wheeling Hospital
Ohio Valley
Athletic
Conference Class 3A semifinal contest between
host Fort Frye and visiting River can attest to
that,

CLASS 3A
Who: Fort Frye vs.
Monroe/Magnolia
When: Sahrday, 8 pm.
Where: OUE
Radio: AM 1600

See, RIVER'S, Page B2

‘Havlicek headed to college basketball HoF

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP)
Bridgeport native John Havlicek was
amongseven new inductees announced
Tuesday for the College Basketball Hail of
Fame.

Havlicek was a three-sport high school
honoree for the Bulldogs who later became
one of Ohio State's basketball greats and
was selected one of the 50 greatest

NBAplayers.
In high school, the -6-foot-5, 180-
- |

pounder was a two-time All-OVAC Class
AA basketball performer and was selected
captain as a senior as well as All-Ohio
Class A. The Bulldogs won the OVAC AA
crown in 1958,

An excellent rebounder and passer, he
also scored 1,594 career points in 59
games and averaged more than 30 points
per game the last two scasons. He led the
OVAC in scoring as a junior with & 31.9-
point norm, including a school record 53

in a 103-101 overtime victory against
Cadiz.

He played in the Ohio North-South All-
Star gnme with Jerry Lucas. The two later
led Ohio State to three straight NCAA
championship games including a title their
sophomore season of 1960.

When he arrived at Illinois in 1975, the
first thing Lou Henson did was preach
patience.

The new coach wanted to build the

Fighting Illini into a national contender,
but he wanted to do it with in-state
prospects, even if it’d take a while. So that
first year, Henson and his young assistants
met with more than 400 high school
coaches, building relationships for the
future.

It took five years before they paid off,
and even then it was a trip to*the NIT. It

See, HAVLICEK, Page B2
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OVAC Basketball schedule reset

* Sectional hoops and
bowling also rescheduled

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Mother Nature
was up to her same old tricks Saturday.

And she meant business this time
around.

For the second straight weekend, wintry
weather played a role in the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference’s quest to crown bas-
ketball champions,

Saturday’s most recent winter blast,

“WE'D BEEN prettly lucky (weather
wise) throughout the history of the
tournament, but you almost know
t's going to catch up to you sooner

or later.”

- Tom Ratalczak
OVAC Exscutive Secratary

which dropped several inches of snow
around the Ohio Valley, forced the cancel-
lation of afl five boys championship games
that were slated for Ohio University
Eastern.

hadadain s S SL TRV

® OVAC

" Continued from Page C1

decent amount of snowfall, the OVAC brass had conh‘ﬁ—
gency plans in place to get the champions crownetl early

this week,

The boys championships will remain at Ohio University
Eastern, but will be played on Monday through

Wednesday.

Monday’s card features the 2A game between Wheeling
Central and Bridgeport tipping off at 5:30 p.m. The sec-
ond game, which is slated to tip at approximately 7:30
p.m. will feature the 3A division between Fort Frye and
Magnolia, which just won its semifinal in OT against

Moenroe Central on Friday.

On Tuesday, the same time schedule wil] be utilized

with the all West Virginia battles unfolding. The lidlifter
will be the 1A division, pitting Bishop Donahue against
Madonna. The second game is the 5A battle, which
includes Morgantown and Parkersburg South,

The Class 4A showdown between St. Clairsville and
Union Local will be a solo game at 7 p.m. on Wednesday.,

“If someone could have showed us two computer mod-
els where both snid the same thing and agreed, we would-
n’t have even waited to cancel,” Rataiczak said.

Though the boys won't get a day-long showcase,
Rataiczak believes the strength of the matchups in all five
cinsses will definitely add to the event.,

“If we happen to get lucky (weather wise) on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday night, people may just want to
get out of the house,” Rataiczak said. “The matchups are
good and fans will get to see a doubleheader since we

won't be clearing the gym.”

Along with the boys’ OVAC card, the weather also took
a toll on sectional basketball and bowling throughout the

eastern district.

In girls basketball, a pair of games were wiped out in
Division III action at Cambridge High School.

Harrison Central and Barnesville were set to square off
at [ p.m., while Union Local and St. Clairsville were

going to meet at 3 p.m.

Those games were pushed to Monday and will be
played in the same order at 6 and 8 p.m., respectively.

The Division IT tournament at Steubenville's Franciscan
University was pushed to Tuesday. Buckeye Local will
take on Catrollton at 6 p.m. Steubenville and Minerva will
battle for a trip to the OUE district at 8 p.m.

The Division II sectional bowling tournaments, which
were set for St. Clair Lanes, will be played on Monday and
Tuesday. The girls will roll Monday
will take to the lanes 24 hours later,

at 1 p.m. and the boys

OVAC Executive Secretary Tom
Rataiczak and Basketball Championship
Director Rick DeLuca made the call at
approximately 7 a.m. that the entire day
wonld be wiped out.

“We'd been pretty lucky (weather wise)
throughout the history of the tournament,
but you almost know it's going to catch up
to you socner or later,” Ratniczak said,
“It’s definitely a unique year in that of the

10 games, only four got in ns scheduled. .

And as frustrated and as upset as you want
to get, there's just nothing you can do.”
Since many forecasters predicted a

See, OVAC, Page C5

OVAC Girls A
Wheeding lal OVAC Girls Bagketball
o

44
1. Union Local vs. 4. East
HmiaonGBMraJw,S.m

2
Hiver Lii'lsma“:1A {V )
1, Hiver va. 4. , 6.30 pum. (Versily
z&nrmw.a.ggz.:;svfu: !

1 vs. 4. Clzy-Battalie
2 Central vs. 3. Fronlier
Clasa 1A

1
1. Madonra va. 4, Trinty Chitstian
2 5t John vs. 3. Conotion Vallay, 6:30 p.m.
{vamsty onty)

530 pm — Clasg 24
Bpm, — Clasg 34
Cmudaﬁm&rgu

Steubarvida al Uns

Brooka af Indian Cresk

Walr at Marfins F

Baaver Locat at St Clalmvils
Edison

Vaday anfifg,&; varsity only
at p.m.
Cameran af Buckaye Trai
Shenandoah at Steubanvile Cantral
Monroe Contral ef Buckeys Local
Martins Fery et Toronto

St, Clairevifie at Magnola
Edison el Brogka

| OVAC Girts

Whaesling Hosplitel OVAC Gids
Baskatball Championship
Champianship Samifinaly

(Monday, Fab. 8}
Claas 5A
1. Morgantown va. 4. Whaeaeling Park
2. Parkersburg South va. 3. John

Mnarshall
Class 47
1. Union Locsl ve, 4, East Livarpool
2, Harrison Central va. 3. Oak Glon
Clazs 34
1. River va. 4. Lingly, 6:30 p.m. {Var-
sily oniy)
2. Fort Frye vs. 3. Barnesviila
Class 2A

1, Bridyeport va. 4. Glay-Battalle
2. Wheeling Cantral va. 3. Frontior
Class 1A
1. Madonna vb. 4. Trinity Christian
2. 5t. John vs. 4. Conotton Valley,
8:30 p.n. {Varsity only)
Champlotship Game Schatlyle
10 a.m. — Class 4A
12:30 p.m. — Class 5A
Ipm, — Clags 1A
5.3 p.m. — Claxs 2A
8 pm. — Class 3A
Consstation Games
Mondsy, Feb. 9
Stauvhenville ot Univergity
Brooke at Indian Crook
Walr at Martina Farry
Beavar Local at St. Clairsville
Bellaive 81 Edison
'Staubunvilla Central at Monroa Cen-
tra
Mnpgnolia at Shenandoah
Buckeye Trail at Bishop Donabop
Patan City at Camaron
Hundred at Shadysido
Taronto at Baallavilta
Wadnasday, Feh. 11
Bishop Danahue at Valley
uraday, Feh, 12
Shadyside Al Paden City
Beallaville at Bellaire
Valtey at Huadred, 7 p.m. varaity
only
Camaron al Buckeye Trail
Shenandonah at Stnubenvills Central
Montos Central at Buckaeya Local
Martina Farry at Toronte
5t. Clalravidle at Magnolia
Edizon at Brooka
Indian Crask at Staubanville
Cainbridge at Beaver Local
Univarsity at Wair
Saturday, Feh. 14
Buckeye Local at Cambridge

e ———



Fort Frye Wins 3A Title

By SETH STASKEY
For The News-Register

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — River knew
what it was getting into against Fort Frye
Saturdﬂr night at Ohio University East-
ern’s Health and Physical Education
Center. . '

The Pilots, however, still couldn’t do
much about it. :

Fort Frye — on the strength of 11 3-
pointers and smothering defense —
cruised to 56-35 victory and the school’s
eighth OVAC title in a game that was
played two weeks after it was originally
scheduled because of bouts with Mother
Nature.

_ “I was really glad we were able to get
this game in and the timing of it, for us,
is perfect because of how our tournament
games fell,” Fort Frye coach Dan Liedtke
said. “We always look at the OVAC as
the grand finale of the (regular) season.
First, you have to get into the Final Four,
then win a game and if you're able to
win that champioaship, it's the greatest
way you can go out with your regular
season.”

The Cadets got out of the gates quickly
against the Pilots, scoring nine of the
ﬁume’s first 11 points and eventually

eld a 15-9 lead after one quarter,

“This was about the same scenario as
it was two years ago in this game,” River
coach Rick Isaly said. “They came out,
knocked down a bunch of threes and we
didn’t do a whole lot on offense.”

During that opening quater, the Cadets
knocked down four 3s. It was just the
start of a barrage of baskets from behind
the arc. Makayla Liedtke hit a pair of
those. :

Fort Frye just kept doing what it does
in the second, outscoring the Pilots, 16-
11. Of the Pilots’ 20 first-half points,
talented junior Jensen Caretti scored 16
of them.

As they tend to do, however, Fort Frye
adjusted. Caretti, who is averaging more
than 25 points a game, didn’'t record a
point in the second half.

“We were out of sync the entire game,
both offensively and defensively,” Isaly
said. “That’s what happens against a
éood team that’s fundamentally sound.

ive Fort Frye all the credit because it’s

50 tough to get good looks (at the bas-
ket). en you do get one, you have to
knock down a shot and make it count.”

The Fort Frye defense limited River to
9-0f-29 shooting from two-point range
and an abysmal, 3-0f-17 from deep.

“We work a lot on defense, but these
girls take (defense) very seriously and
that’s obvious when you watch us play,”
Liedtke sdaid. “They're staying focused
and you don't see anyome slacking. This
team is so fun to coach because it's such
a blue-collar team.”

River was never able to make a run to
even dent into the Cadets’ cushion. The
deficit was under 10 just once that came
on the opening basket of the second half
by Haylee Bowers.

Ohio Division II Tournament

Belmont District
(at Ohio University Eastern)
Maysville 88, Indian Creek 28

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Senior Brooke
Smith, who will head to-Ashland Univer-
sity in the fall, tallied 25 to pace
Maysville (23-1). '

ophomore Juanita Slappy paced Indi-
an Creek (12-12) in scoring with nine.
She also hauled down five rebounds. Jun-
ior Bethany Davis added seven.
BOYS’
W.¥a. Class A Repion I, Section IT
(at Paden City H.8.)

Valley 56, Tyler Consolidated 46

PADEN CITY — Tucker Cain put up
22 points, Trey Streets had 19, and Joey
Preat scored 10 for Valley (13-10).

The Lumberjacks will now play St.
Marys on Wednesday at 7:30 at Ded-
dridge County High School.

Jace Reed scored 12 points for Tyler
Consolidated {(5-16) wgile Blake Car-
penter had 10,

W.¥Ya. Class AA Region I, Section I

Welr 75, North Marion 54

FARMINGTON — Jonathan West put
up 25 points for Weir (5-18) while Mar-
quis Smith had 14 and Chris Wood fin-
ished with 13, :

Chandler Cutrone finished with 16
Boints for North Marion (2-19) while

evin Ayersman had 12.

OVAC Consolation
Steubenville Catholic 64, Barnesville
55

BARNESVILLE -- Jake Bolger put up
20 points for Steubenville Catholic while
Brandon Svec finished with 11.

Mitchell Welils scored 13 points for
Barnesville and Kaelen Hannahs had 11.

Ohio Division IV Tournament
Meadowbrook District
(at New Philadelphia H.S.)
Malvern 85, Toronto 46

NEW PHILADELPHIA — Ty West
scored 17 points and Blaze Gienn put up
12 as Toronto’s season came to a close.

—_ — — -
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MOHIGANS

{Continued from Page 13)

to be in a dogfight.”*

But that never reaily
materialized.

The Mohigans (18-3)
shot to a 14-4 upperhand
by making their six of their
first seven shots and settled
for a 20-13 lead after one
quarter. With Morgantown
leading 26-22 late in the
second the wheels fell off
Tor the Patriots, who were
not only the No. 1 seed in
this tournament, but the
top-ranked Class AAA
team in West Virginia.

Morgantown finished
the second quarter on a 10-
run and opened the third
with a 14-0 blitz - eight
points from King — and
suddenly the gap baliooned
to 50-22,

Garrett Gilkeson stopped
the bleeding for South (17-
3), but Morgantown
responded by scoring the
next 12 points for a 62-24
bulge.

““We hadn't had that
lay-an-egg game yet, but I
think we had it,"”’ Patriots
coach Mike Fallon said
with a laugh. ‘1 give them

all the credit in the world.
They wanted it more, they
outhustled us, they were
more physical and they hit
their shots.

*“We just seemned out of
rhythm all night.”’

The Mohigans led 62-
28 through three and the
only suspense was the final
score. )

It was the third meeting
between the teams this sea-
son, with Morgantown
holding a 2-1 advantage.
The Mohigans previously
won by four at home, but
fell at South by 27

*I give a lot of credit to
my assistant coach,
Stephen Sutherland, who
scouted them. We were
very, very well prepared
for them,’’ said Taliman,
whose father, Dave, won
the 3A title with Magnolia
a night earlier in the same
building. ‘“We're probably
going to see them again
down the road.

**This is probably one or
two of the best teams in the
state.”

Zakeem Davis added
nine points and eight
rebounds for the Mohigans.

Nick Solomon had eight
points.

Cody Boggs and Cole
Day evenly divided 14
points for the Patriots.

‘‘When they were on
offense we were letting
them get to the rim, and
they don’t shoot the ball
great,”” Fallon said.

*“You look at their stats
at halftime and they had 28
Eﬁints in the paint, and that

illed us.

*“They scored any time
they wanted and took
advantage of the mis-
matches.” ,

HUSKIES

(Continaed from Page 13)

player ejected in that final
stretch of time, allowing
the Huskies a chance to
get back in the game.

The first technical
capped a 7-0 run and
fueled a 10-3 spurt which
drew the Huskies to within
68-62 with 1:29 left to
play. That’s when things
got a little heated as push-
ing and shoving led to a
trio of technicals and an

ejection being whistled by
the veteran officiating
crew. Two of the techni-
cals went against the Pot-
ters, T

Davidson netted both
free shots to make it 70-
62, but Harrison Central
senior Austin Kowalski
knocked down four
straight to make it 70-66.
After a steal, Kowalski
was fouled again, this time
sinking the first attempt.

His second shot was off
the mark, but Mitchell
snagged the rebound and
banked home the ball
while being fouled. His
ensuing free throws drew

‘the Huskies even at 70-70

with 69 seconds remain-
ing.

Dallas Brewer’s only
basket came with 59 sec-
onds left and gave East
Liverpool a 72-70 edge,
thus setting the stage for

the dramatic ending.

“We started off strong,
but we just couldn’t put
them away,” East Liver-
poal coach Nate Conley
said.

“Justin does a good job
with the kids.”

Trailing by 16 late in
the -third quarter, the
Huskies looked as though
they were headed for a
double-digit setback.
However, after that push-

ing and shoving that
aillowed the hosts to utilize
the free-throw line in
clawing their way back
into the contest.

“We flipped our switch
and started to compete like
the team I've seen in the
past,” Clifford said. “(East
Liverpool) is a pretty good
team. They've got some
good players, do some
good things and are well-
coached.”

BisHOPS

(Continued from Page 13)

‘‘He’s just what you
need.”

Madonna jumped out to
a 63-57 lead by scoring the
first six of overtime, but
Koltin Kleeh’s only bucket
— a putback ~ stopped
the bleeding. Straughn had
a 3 spin out, but Madonna
was only able to cash 1 of 2
at the line for a 64-59
advantage.

Jesse Padlow scored with
1:11 remaining, and

Madonna went 2 of 4 at the
line to make it 66-61.
Miller responded again,
this time with a 3-pointer
from the left wing to get the
deficit to two with 46.5 to
goal, and a Padlow steal
and dish to Miller ended
with the senior on the foul
line with 41.7 left and two
shots, Miller drained both
for the final two of his
game-high 23 points, as
well as a 66-66 tie.
Madonna’s Joey Ewusi-
ak spun into the fane and

got a layup to drop for a
two-point lead, and the
Blue Dons foreed a jump
ball with 5 seconds remain-
ing. Donahue got posses-
sion and following a time-
out, Straughn got loose off
a double-screen and drilled
the winner.

*“1 didn't think we had a
pulse a couple times, but
our guys don't quit. I'd like
a little more sense of
urgency at times, but we
could have easily (gacked it
in},”” Wise said. *‘Taylor

— e

did not have one of his bet-
ter games, but he’s our best
outside shooter,

*“*We were running a
play where if he didn’t get
it, we were running Josh
back to the ball. I couldn’t
believe he was that wide
open.”’

Padlow added 21 points,
nine rebounds and eight
assists for the Bishops.
Straughn finished with 19
points, including five 3s,

Tavon Jeter paced the
Blue Dons with 17 points.

‘James Carnes added 14

points and a game-high 10
rebounds, and Ewusiak had
a great floor game with 14
oints, five rebounds and
ive assists. Mazur scored
12 before fouling out.

““Straughn ... what a
player. He hit (five) 3s and
we were in his face,”’
Vargo said. ‘‘He was wide
open on the last one, but if
he doesn’t drain it we don’t
talk about it

‘It was an outstanding
OVAC championship.”



Huskies’ rally
| comes up shy

- East Liverpool holds off
HC for third place in 4-A

By KIM NORTH:
Timas Leader Sports Writer

CADIZ — Don’t tell the boys’ basketball
teams from East Liverpool and Harrison Central
that & third-place game doesn’t mean something
as the two Buckeye 8 rivals hooked up in a
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Class 4-A consola-
tion game Tuesday night.

Brandon Mitchell's three-point attempt from
the right wing was just short of the rim as the

buzzer sounded,

allowing the second-

seeded Potters to  WE HAD_S_,QOOd

escape the rowdy Shooter with an

John W. Stephenson open look, but the

Center with a hard-  bafl just didn’t fall.”

earned, 74-73, victo- - Jusiin CHfford

ry over the No. 4 Harmison Cantral

Huskies (14-8). Head Coach
“They (East —

Liverpool) came out

in a 1-3-1 defense, so-we drew something up for

that, plus the 2-3 zone and the man-to-man,”

Harrison Centrai head coach Justin Clifford

explained of his team’s last-second strategy,

“We could’ve attacked the basket a little earlier,
Pholo/SANDI THOMPSON  but it wasn't what we drew up.

HARRISON CENTRAL'S Austin Kowalski (2) sails to the basket “We had a good shooter with an open look,

Tuesday night against East Liverpool during the third-place game of but,the ball just dldn:‘t fail,” he added. “You

the Whealing Hospital OVAC Class 4-A Tournament inside the John W. ean’t ask for any more.

Stephenson Center in Cadiz. The Huskies fell, 74-73. See, 4-A, Page B2

—

P 4-A

Continued from Page B1

The last possession cume
after the Potters’ Isaac
Davidson caimly meshed
both ends of a 1-and-1 with
14.2 seconds showing,
which followed Mitchell's
trifecta from the left cormer
at the 42-second mark that
gave Harrison Central its
first — and only — fead of
the hotly contested game at
73-72.

- East Liverpool shot out
1o an early lead as Harrison
Central missed six of its
first seven shots from the
floor.and its first (wo chari-
ty tosscs. That, coupled
with four turpovers,
allowed the Potters 1o 1ake
a [B-10 lead,

Both teams wanned up
in the second guarter, even-
ly dividing 48 lightings, as
the Columbiana Countians
still held an 8-point margin,
42-34,

The tead ballooned to
57-41 when Davidson tal-
lied five quick points, but
Harrison Central scored the
final five to trail 57-46
with cight minutes remain-
ing in rcgulation.

East Liverpool still main-
titined a 13-point advantage
— 065-52 — as the clock
showed 4:21. However,
that’s when things started
to fall apart a little for the
Potters. They were whistled
for three technicai fouls and
had a player ¢jeeled in that
final stretch of time, allow-
ing the Huskics a chance to
gel back in the game.

The first “T" capped a 7-
0 run and Tueled a j0-3
spurt which drew the
Huskics to within 68-62
with 1:29 [cft to play.
That’s when things got a

little heated and ugly as 4

pushing and shoving led to
4 trio of technicals and an
cjection being whistled by
the veteran officiating
crew. Two of the technicals
went against the Potters,
Davidson netted both
Iree shots to make it 70-62,
but Harrison Central schior
Austin Kowalski knocked
down four straight frecbics
to make it 70-66. After a

steal, Kowalski was fouled .

again, this time sinking the
first attempt. His second
shot was off the mark, but
Mitchell snagged the
rebound and banked home
the ball while being foulcd.
His ensuing free throws
drew the Huskies cven at
70 with 69 ticks remaining.

Dallas Brewer's only bas-
ket of the night came with
39 scconds left and gave
East Liverpool a 72-70
cdge, thus setting the stage
for the dramatic ending.

“We started off strong,
but we just couldn’t put
them away,"” East Liverpool
head coach Nate Conley
said. “Justin does a good
job with the kids.”

Trailing by 16 latc in the
third quarter, the Huskics
looked as though they were
headed for a double-digit
setback. However, after. the
pushing and allowed the
hosts were able to utilize
the free throw stripe in
clawing their way back into
the conlest,

“We flipped our switch
and staried to compele like
the tcam I've seen in the
past,” Clifford explained of
the late turnaround. “They
(East Liverpool) is a pretty
good team. They've got

some good players, do
some good things and arc
well-coached.

“We went at it with
them,” he continued. “We
didn’t back down from
them. 1t was a heck of a
basketball game.”

Davidson led all scorers
with 26 points. Zack
Adkins added 17 before
fouling out, while Kade
Reynolds chipped in 14,
Owen Crawford had 11
before also fouling out,

Kowalski finished with a
team-high 20 for Harrison
Central, which put him at
1,002 for his stellar career,
Dustin Redish tallied 19,
Mitchell 13, Cory Yoho 11
apd Tyler Redish 10,

The Huskies led 30-29
off the glass as Dustin
Redish wiped it clean 12
times, three more than
Mitchell. Joey Bickerton
had cight for EL. The
Potters also charted more
turnovers at [8-13,

East Liverpool made it n
clean sweep with a win in
the JV game.,

EAST LIVERPOOL (74) —
Davidson 9 5-5 26: Blckerton 1

.2-3 4; Crawlord 5 1-2 11: K.

Reynolds 5 3-4 14; Adkins 7 3-
4 17; D. Raynolds 0 0-0 0;
Hombich 0 0-0 0; Waggle 0 0-0
0; Brewer 1 0-0 2; Harris 0 0-0
0; Totals: 28-47 14-18. HARRI-
SON CENTRAL (73) —
Kowalski 5 7-9 20; Mitchell 5 2-
4 13; D. Redish B8 2-4 19;
Johnson 0 0-0 D; Yoho 3 5-6
11; T. Redish 4 2-2 10; Roberis

00-00; Totals: 25-60 18-25,

Three-Paint Goals: East
Liverpool 4 (Davidson 3, K.
Reynolds); Harrison Central 5
(Kowalskl 3, Mitchell, D.
Redish)

North can be reached at
knorth@timesleader-

online.com

J

i



WLU, JesuiT Sweep

Both mens’ and womens' squads earn vic-
tories/12

The Intelligencer.
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PORTS -

By TONY VIOLA
Staff Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Chase Harler receives
much of the opponent’s attention when playing
Wheeling Central, and quite deserving so.

It's his suplgorting cast, though, that makes
the Maroon Knights so tough, according to
Bridgeport coach Donnie Cash.

Case in point, the OVAC 2A championship
game, _

John Burkhalter finished with 18 points, five
rebounds, four biocks and three steals, while
Harler added a game-high 20 points, four assists

" and three boards as top-seeded Wheeling Cen-
tral won the conference title for the third consec-
utive season and fifth-time overall with a 72-53
rout of No. 3 seed Bridgeport on the campus of
Ohio University Eastern.

““They have the weapons around (Harler)
where if you double him, (Boyd) Bibey can
shoot, Burkhalter can score, Trenton Smith can
score,”’ Cash noted. ‘*They really don’t have n
weakness and it's hard to prepare for."”’

Of course, it starts with Harler, who scored

Central Rolls Bridgeport
To Claim OVAC 2A Title

nine Eoints in the first quarter as the Maroon
Knights jumped out an 18-11 lead through one.

*“You can see he works hours and hours on
his game,”’ Cash said. *'It's paying dividends
for him now."’

Q.J, Williams led the Bulldogs (15-7) with
16 points, while J.C. Cash and Parker Dyson
had 14 and 10 points, respectively. ‘

Trenton Smith finished with seven points,
four rebounds and three steals for Wheeling
Central, the top-ranked team in West Virginia
Class A, while Brian Campbell added eight
points and five rebounds.

‘‘We gushed the ball on transitions, pressured
them and tried to make the gnme faster than they
grobably wanted to play,”” Knights conch Mel

tephens said. *“We did what we needed to do.™
Burkhalter steal and score gave Ceniral
(20-2) its first double-digit lead at 23-13 with
4:38 to go in the second.

*‘Defensively, he came up with some bi
steals and some bi% blocks,”’ Stephens said of
Burkhalter. “*He played really well. '

Please See CENTRAL, Page 13
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Wheeling Central's Trenton Smith blocks a shot attempt
l&l Bridgeport’s Gur Pagano In the 2A OVAC Final. The
ar e

aon Knights deleated the Bulldogs to claim their third

straight OVAC title.

Phota by Jake Flatley

Magnolia Survives To Win Third Conference Title

By TONY VIOLA
Staff Writer

Frye coach Eric Henniger said.
**It took them a lot longer to

67-65.

Magnolia’s Derrick Blain
looks for an open team- §
mate while Fort Frye's
Devin Brocker provides
pressure. Magnolia won

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Mag-
nolin’s speed in the first half of
the OVAC 3A title game caught
Fort Frye off guard.

Problem was, the No, 3-seed-
ed Blue Eagles didn't know how
to slow it down.

Magnolia raced out to a 38-
18 halftime lead, but had to sur-
vive a hoge rally by the top-
sceded Cadets as the Blue
Eagles won their third confer-
ence title, 67-65, on the campus
of Ohio University Eastern.

“‘T don’t think our guys were
prepared for their speed,’” Fort

adjust than we wanted. I wish
we would have figured it out a
lot sooner.”’ :

Fort Frye, which was playing
in its second-stmight title gnme
after beating Steubenville
Catholic a season ago, used a
16-5 run to start the third quas-
ter and trailed by only nine (45-
34) to begin the fourth quarter.

“‘What happens is, you got
guys that want (to score in tran-
sition) and run out a little bit
early, and if you don’t get the
defensive rebound, than you're
going to be in trouble,”

Please See EAGLES, Page 13

EAGLES

(Continued from Page 11)

Magnolia coach Dave Tall-
man said.

**That’s what happened
tous."”

AﬂjCSitIer Kiefer EIZODVFI}-
tion ee-point play fol-
lowed by a Justin Kncﬁarson
3-pointer moved the Cadets
(19-3) to within four (50-
46) with just under five
minutes left, but a Derrick
Blain 3 extended the Blue
Eagles’ lead to seven (53-
46) with 3:30 to play.

Another Blain 3-poinfer

off an assist by Preston |

Boswell put Magnolia (16-

4y back up by double-digits
(56-46) with a little more
than two minutes remain-
ing.
Following a bucket by
Kyle Ritz, Kiefer hit anoth-
er layup to get the Cadets
back within five (58-53),
which forced Tallman to
call a timeout.

After a Spencer Camp-
bell layup off another
Boswell assist put the Blue
Eagles up seven (60-53)
with a little more than a
minute to play, Fort Frye
was forced ic foul.

Magnolia, the No. 4-
ranked team in West Vir-

‘ginia Class A, went 6 of 8
rom the line to end the

game.

**I think Fort Frye came
out very determined in the
second half and you knew
they were poing to,”" Tall-
man said.

“They're a great basket-
ball team. You could see
the fire in their eyes. They
out-hustled us a little bit.
That doesn’t happen very
often.” '

Campbell led Magnolia,
which made its fifth titie
game appearance in eight
years, with a game-high 26
points, while Boswell

added 20.points and six
assists.

**That’s a great tandem
of guards,”” Tallman noted.
‘‘Spencer has really
stepped up the leadership
role._Preston just needs to
understand that, as long as
we have the ball, the other
team can’t score. He gets a
littie excited, but we’ve
trained him to play that

waé.”
yle Ritz chipped in
eight points and

W
rebounds and Mitch Win-

ters finished with six points
and five boards for the Blue

Eagles.

ustin Anderson led Fort
Frye with 23 points and
Latgreﬂn. who hit a 3 ritght
before the final buzzer, fin-
ished with 19 points and
eight boards.

Magnolia, which
outscored the Cadets 20-6
in the second quarter, shot
26 of 44 and 7 of 13 from
3, while Fort Frye connect-
ed on 25 of its 57 attemplts,
but went just 9 of 15 from
the foul line.

The Cadets also domi-
nated on the boards, 26-17,
with 11 of those coming on
the offensive end.

CENTRAL —

(Continued from Page 1]

“1 thought him and Bri:
Campbell and Matt Ples
did a great job on Park
Dyson nside. That’s one -
their big guys and we pret
much neutralized him wi
those two guys.”’

Central held an 11-poi
lead at halftime (34-23) &
led by as much as 21 dov
the stretch.

*‘We had some ment
turnovers where we ju
threw the ball to (Central)
Cash said. *‘We just didt
take care of the basketbi
good enough. We didr
pick up Harler, but he fou
other people on the bre:
He’s very good at that. He
a great player.”’

g”}‘he ?(n);ghts shot 29
55, but connected on or
seven of their 21 3-po
attemnpts. Bridgeport i
ished 21 of 42,

Central also won t
rebounding battle, 22-16.



OVAC girls hoop tourney brackets set

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

BELLAIRE ~ The path to the pennant
is set.

The brackets for the Wheeling Hospital
OVAC Girls Basketball Championship
were finalized Tuesday morning at the
OVAC headquarters.

The tournament opens on Monday with
the top two seeds is each class hosting a

semifinal game. The winuers advance to
championship at Ohio University Eastern
on Saturday, Feb. 14,

Before thoughts of Valentine's
Day at OUE can come into focus,
some work remains. '

The five top seeds are
Morgantown (5A), Union Local
(4A), River (3A), Bridgeport (2A) play host to Trinity Christian (8-7).
and Madonna (1A). The other half of the bracket is a

In Class 1A, many of the usual faces rematch of a game played prior in the sea-

eamned a spot in the championship portion
of the event, '

Madonna, on the strength of
its win against 5A member Weir on
Monday, overtook both St. John
Central and Conotton Valley for the
top seed.

The Blue Dons (11-5) will

son.

Two-time defending champion
Conotton Valley will make the trip to St.
John Central to take on the second-seeded
Irish (14-2). .

The Irish and their three-pronged attack
of Marissa Rose, Lindsey Froehlich and
Jessica Alvey defeated the Rockets, who
are led by Ohio University bound Olivia
Bower, 53-47.

See, OVAC, Page B2

Continuéd from Page B1

The 2A field is also
extremely solid. For the
second straight season,
Coach Rob Zitzelsberger's
Bulldogs are the top see
and own an 18-1 record.

Bridgeport’s lone defeat
came on Monday at
Barnesville. The Bulldogs,
who feature one of the
OVAC’s premier players it
junior Caitlyn Kroll, will
welcome Clay-Batteile (12-

5.

)In the other half of the
bracket, second-seeded
Wheeling Central will wel-
come defending champion
Frontier. The Maroon
Knights, who are ranked
number one in the state of
West Virginia, are 13-2
and led by talented junior
Lindsey Baker.

Frontier finished the pre-
OVAC cut-off portion of its
schedule at 13-3. )

On paper, the 3A field
appears to be the deepest.

River earned the top
seed. The Pilots have
soared to a 17-2 record,

which is good for the top

seed. ,
Coach Rick Isaly_ 8
team’s reward is a date with

d fourth-seeded Linsly that

checks in with a 14-4
record. The Cadets, who
are the defending class
champion, handed River
both of its losses with the
most recent coming last
week.

Fort Frye, which lost t0
Linsly in last season’s 3A
final, owns a 15-2 record
and will play. host to third-
seeded Barnesville at 14-5.
The Shamrocks knocked
Bridgeport from the ranks
of the unbeaten on Monday
to solidify the third seed.

The 4A field had some
late jockeying over the
course of the last few days.

Union Local overtook
Harrison Central for the top
seed thanks to its win
against East Liverpool last

Saturday evening in the

‘Buckeye 8 Championship
event.
The Jets, who score

almost 70 points a game,
are 14-3 on the seasoi.
Coach Kelley Hanlon’s
squad will get another
opportunity to play Bast
Liverpool. The two just met
for the Buckeye 8 title last
Saturday and the Jets
rolled, 83-51. )

East Liverpool got into
the field with a 9-8 mark
without playing on
Monday. The Polters began
the night in fifth, but
jumped into the top four
when Buckeye Local lost to
Bellaire,

In the other haif of the
bracket, defending champi-
on Harrison Central is the
second seed. The Huskies
of head coach Nick
Yourkovich are 13-3.

They'll try to get to the
titte game for the second
straight season against Oak
Glen, which is 13-3.

The SA field includes ali
West Virginia big-school
pOWEtS.

The Mohigans, who are
‘the defending Class AAA

state champions and cur-
rently 16-0, are sceking
another berth in the OVAC
title game. It’s quest will
begin against Wheeling
Park, which squeezed into
the field just ahead of
Steubenville at 9-8.

‘The two teams have met
twice already this season.

Parkersburg  South,
which 'is the two-time
defending OVAC champi-
on and 2014 state run-
nerup, will host John
Mayrshall.

The Patriots, whe are 15-
3, are led by Michigan
State commit Taryn
McCutcheon at point guard.
John Marshall (12-7) is lqd
by talented junior Torrie
Derrow, who recently sug-
passed the 1,000-point
mark. .

The complete pairings
for the championship and
consolation pool games can
be found on Page B4.

Staskey can be reached
at sstaskey@timesleader-
online.com
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‘The Journey to OVAC Crown Is Upon Us

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

Local (4A), River (3A), Bridgeport (2A) and Madon-
na (1A).

The Irish and their three-pronged attack of Marissa

ing at the OVAC headquarters,

Eastern on Saturday, Feb. 14.

come into focus, some work remains.

BELLAIRE — The path to the pennant is set as the
brackets for the Wheeling Hospital OVAC Girls Bas-
ketball Championship were finalized Tuesday morm-

The tournament opens on Monday with the top two
seeds in each class hosting a semifinal game. The
winners advance to championship at Ohio University

Before thoughts of Valentine’s Day at OUE can

. In Class 1A, many of the usual faces earned a spot
in the championship portion of the event.

Madonna, on the strength of its win against 5A
member Weir-on Monday, overtook both St. John
Central and Conotton Valley for the top seed.

The Blue Dons (11-5) will play host to Trinity
Christian (8-7).

The other half of the bracket is a rematch of a game
played prior in the season. Two-time defending cham-
pion Conotton Valley will make the trip to St. John

nesville,

Rose, Lindsey Froehlich and Jessica Alvey defeated
the Rockets, who are led by Ohio University bound
Olivia Bower, 53-47.

The 2A field is also extremely solid. For the second
straight season, Coach Rob Zitzelsberger’s Bulldogs
are the top seed and own an 18-1 record,

Bridgeport's lone defeat came on Monday at Bar-

The Bulldogs, who feature one of the OVAC’s pre-
mier players in junior Caitlyn Kroll, will welcome

The five top seeds are Morgantown (5A), Union

Central to tnke on the second-seeded Irish (14-2).
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Clay-Battelle (12-5).
Please See OVAC, Page 15
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In the other half of the
bracket, second-seeded
Wheeling Central will wel-
come defending champion
Frontier.

The Maroon Knights,
who are ranked No. 1 in
the state of West Virginia,
are 13-2 and led by talent-
ed junior Lindsey Baker.

Frontier finished the
pre-OVAC cut-off portion
of its schedule at 13-5,

On paper, the 3A field
appears to be the deepest.

River earned the top
seed as the Pilots soared to
a $7-2 record.

Coach Rick Tsaly’s
team’s reward is a date
with fourth-seeded Linsly

that checks in with a 14-4
record. The Cadets, who
are the defending class
champion, handed River
both of its losses with the
most recent coming last
week.

Fort Frye, which lost to
Linsly in last season’s 3A
final, owns a 15-2 record
and will play host to third-
seeded Barnesville at 14-
5. The Shamrocks knocked
Bridgeport from the ranks
of the unbeaten on Mon-
day to solidify the third
seed.

The 4A field had some
iate jockeying over the
course of the last few days.

Union Local overtook
Harrison Central for the

top seed thanks to its win
against East Liverpool last
Saturday evening in the
Buckeye 8 Championship
event,

The Jets, who score
almost 70 poiats a game,
are 14-3 on the season,
Coach Kelley Hanlon’s
squad will get another
opportunity to play East
Liverpool. The two just
met for the Buckeye 8 title
last Saturday and the Jets
rolled, 83-51.

East Liverpool got into
the field with a 98-8 mark
without piaying on Mon-
day.
The Potters began the
night in fifth, but jumped
into the top four when

Buckeye Local lost to Bel-
lnire.

In the other half of the
bracket, defending champi-
on Harrison Central is the
second seed.

The Huskies of coach
Nick Yourkovich are 13-5.
They’ll try to get to the
title game for the second
straight season against Qak
Glen, which is 13-3.

The 5A field includes
all West Virginia big-
school powers.

The Mohigans, who are
the defending Class AAA
state champions and cur-
rently 16-0, are seeking
another berth in the OVAC
title game,

It's quest will begin

3

against Wheeling Park,
which squeezed into the
field just ahead of
Steubenville at 9-8,

The two teams have met
twice already this season.

Parkersburg South,
which is the-two-time
defending OVAC champi-
on and 2014 state run-
nerup, will host John Mar-
shall.

The Patriots, who are
15-3, are led by Michigan
State commit Taryn
McCutcheon at point
guard.

John Marshall (12-7) is

led by talented junior Tor-
rie Derrow, who recently
surpassed the 1,000-point
mark.
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Strong fourth
quarter lifts

UL past St. C.
for OVAC title

» Jets outscore Devils, 18-6 in fourth

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - A season ago, and even
once this season, the Health and Physical Education
Center at Ohio University Eastern was a house of
horrors for the Union Local Jets,

Regardless if it was the OVAC Class 4A champi-
onship game or the Division III Bastern District tour-
nament, Union Local headed
back to Momristown with a sour

taste in its mouth each time, - “OUR GUYS
The Jets, however, started Stepped up

the process of totally eliminat- gnd knocked

in front of a huge crowd shots in
Using an impressive fourth-

quarter shooting display, the P@SSUE

Jets were crowned conference Situations,

champions for the second time which s &

in school history and first since  eredit to

2009 by virtue of a 53-45 vic- them.”

tory agaiast rival St.

Clairsville. psa Porar
“Players make plays and —

that’s absolutely what our guys

did,” Union Local head coach Ben Porter said. “Our
guys stepped up and knocked down big shots in
pressure situations, which is a credit to them.”

The Jets have now claimed the Buckeye 8 league
titte and the OVAC championship. They’ll now set
their sights on the OHSAA Division I postseason,
which begins Friday at Meadowbrook High School

against Ridgewood, - '

T-L Photos/JOE LOVELL

“Winning the OVAC championship is special,”
Porter said. “We have to get back on the ground
quick and get ready to go on Friday. We want to be

Sas, UL, Page B2

ABOVE: Union Local’s Trenton Tipton (4) drives between St. Clairsville's
Daniel Trouten (1) and Logan McCort on Wednesday night.

BELOW: Jets players hoist the OVAC Class 4A trophy following thair 53-
.45 victory.

Jets hope conference title is

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — As the sec-
onds ticked down inside Ohio
University Enstern's Health and
Physical Education Center on
Wednesday night, Colton McKivitz
raised his arms in the air and clapped
his hands together as a smile as wide
as the I-470 bridge beamed across his
sweat-drenched face.

Finally.

Afier a year of waiting, this crop of
Union Local Jets had their OVAC
championship.

“It’s awesome,” belted McKivitz,
the 6-8 stalwart known more for his
football blocking than his moves on
the hardwood.

““We can’t get enough of this. It’s
awesome to finally win this.

*“We hodn’t won here.”’

It's true,

As a class, McKivitz and his senior

sign of good things to come

peers were *‘0O-for’’ at OUE coming

- Rick
~ Thorp
7,' Sports Writer
1

into the 4A championship clash
against rival §t. Clairsville,

The Jets, now winners of 20 games
for the second-straight season, suffered
one of their two two losses there in
December against Columbug
Africentric. .

Last season, a stellar campaign came
to an abrupt halt at the hands of

Ses, JETS, Paga B2
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playing for a couple more
weeks at least because this
is a special group of kids,”

St. Clairsville had the
game certainly 1o its liking.
The Red Devils led, 23-22,
at haif after a Patrick
Buchanan offensive
rebound and stickback.

They stretched the mar-
gin to 39-35 after three
quarters, thanks to the hot
shooting of sophomare
Michael Scarnecchia, who
scored cight of his team-
high 15 in the panci.

“Give St. Clairsville all
kinds of credit becausc
they're a very good team
and Coach Clifford is a
very good coach,” Porter
said, “They had a great
game plan, and I thought
they executed their offense
very well. They were mov-
ing the ball well and had us
moving ull over the place.
We were just able to hang
around and hang around.”

The fourth quarter —

TR

)GoJEK SiGN

from controlling the posses-
sion arrow on — was all
Jets.

_Union Local scored the
lirst five points of the
fourth, which was a driving
bucket by junior Kaleb
McDiflitt and then a trey by
classmate Trenton Tipton.

“Our kids were pretty
determined,” Porter said.
“Once we got over the
hump, the kids didn’t want
to give the lead back.”

And that's exactly what
they did.

Despite Clifford using
three timeouts in the fourth
quarter’s first five minutes,
the Jets kept shooting and
scoring.

“They set some good
screens, got loose (from the
defense) and made some
big shots,” St. C. head
coach Kim Clifford sum-
marized. “They knocked
down shots and that's why
they’re the champs, They
made big plays.”

Vinyl Lettering, Logos, Signs and Banners

Ed Tacosik

P.0. Box 252, 40670 Baimont-Bathesda Road, Belmont, Gio 43718
" Call'Toll Free- 866.912.4853 '

. Local 740.484.1744 Fax 740.484.1618

logoteksigns@gmail.com
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With the Red Devils’
struggling to score in the
fourth, the Jets kept bring-
mg it, MeDilfitt hit a triple
and scnior sharpshooter
Joel Mott, who came up
huge in the Buckeye 8
championship game win
against East Liverpool,
scored on a runner and then
hit back-to-back shots {rom
behind the arc.

“Joel's not afraid to step
up in these types of situa-
tions,” Porter said. “We
were sitting on the bench,
during one of his shots,
saying, ‘no and then yezh!
That's just a credit to a kid
making a play.”

Meianwhile, St.
Clairsville mostered just six
peints in the fourth quarier.
All of those came from
Buchanan,

“I don’t know what it
wis ... their good delense?
Fatigue? I don’t know, but
Union Local made the big
plays,” Clifford said. **

The Jets were led by a

© trio of double-figure scor-

ers. Tipton finished with
15, while McDilfitt added
i14. Mott closed with 10.
Gavin Porter scored seven
points and turned in yeo-
man’s work on the defen-
sive cnd.

Scaraecchia led St. C.
Buchanan Mnished with 13,

In the last meeting,
}vhich St. C. won, talented
Jumior Logan McCort went
off for 10 triples and 43

total points. He finished
with just six this time
around.

“We had difTerent guys
scoring al diffcrent times
and didn't have to rcly on
certain guys,” Clifford said.
“The ball just didn't go in
the baskel enough.™

Now 16-6 eculering
Division III scctional play
on  Tuesday againsi
Shenandoah “at TIndian
Valley, St. Clairsville will
get back lo work to prepare
for the second season.

“T told the kids to enjoy
the opportunity to play in a
championship game before
a big crowd, but certainly
don't be satisfied,” Clifford
said. “Every posscssion is
50 important in the tourna-
ment und this game helps
both teams in that regard,”

5t. Clairsville was chirt-
cd for 12 turnovers, while
the winners committed just
three miscues, The Jets also
held a 24-23 edge on the
boards. Celton McKivitz
grabbed scven of those.
Brendan Ferns had cight to
pace the Devils.

ST. GLAIRSVILLE (45) —
Trouten 2, 1-1 6; McCorl 1, 3-4 6;
Coleman 0. 0-0 0; Ferns 1, 0-0 2:
Buchanan 4, 4-6 13; Slavik 1, 0-0 3;
Scarnecchia 5, 3-3 15; Totals: 14
12-14 45 UNION LOCAL (53) —
McDiflitt 5, 2-2 14; Motl 3, 2-3 10,
Tipton 6, 1-2 15; Parter 2, 1-2 7,
Paulick 3, 0-2 6; McKivilz 0, 1-4 1;
Tatals: 19, 7-15 53.

J-point goals: Si. C. — Troulen,
McCort, Buchanan, Scarnecchia

s?). UL — McDilfitt (2), Mott (2),
ipten (2}, Porlar (2).

L
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rival St. Clairsville,

“Players mnke p]:?'s and that’s absolute-
ly what our guys did,” Union Local coach
Ben Porter said. “Our guys stepped. up and
knocked down big shots in pressurc situa-
tions, which is a credit to them.”

The Jets have claimed the Buckeye 8
league title and the OVAC championship.
They’ll set their sights on the OHSAA
Division LI postseason, which begins Fri-
day at Meadowbrock High School ngainst
Ridpeweod.

“Winning the OVAC championship is
special,” Porter said. “We have to get back
on the ground quick and get ready to go on
Friday. We want to be playing for a couple
more weeks at least because this is a special
group of kids.” :

St. Clairsville had the game to its liking.
The Red Devils Ied, 23-22, at half afier a
Patrick Buchanan offensive rebound and
stickback.

They strctched the margain to 39-35
after three quarters thanks to the hot shoot-
ing of sophomare Michael Scarnecchia,
who scored eight of his tcam-high 15 in the
during the third.

The fourth quarter, from controlling the

ssession arrow on, was all Jets. Union

al scored the first [ive points of the
fourth, which was a driving bucket by jun-
ior Kaleb McDiffitt and then a trey by
classmate Trenton Tipton.

*Our kids were pretty determined,”
Porter said. “Oncc we got over the hump,
the kids didn’t want to give the lcad back.’

And that's exactly what they did.

Despite St. Clairsville coach Kim Clif-
ford using three timeowts in the fourth quar-
ter’s first five minutes, the Jets kept shoot-
ing and scoring.

*They sct some good screcns, got loose
and made some big shots,” Clifford said.
“They knocked down shots and that's why
they’re the champs. They made big plays.”

With the Red Devils struggling to score
in the fourth, the Jets kept bringing it. McD-
iffitt hit a triple and senior sharpshootcr Jocl
Mott scored on a runner and then hit back-
to-back shots from behind the arc.

“Joe!l's not afraid to step up in these
types of situations,” Porter said.

Meanwhile, St. Clairsville mustered six
peints in the fourth quarier. All of those
came from Buchanan,

“1 don't know what it was ... their good

defense? Faligue? [ don’t know, but Union
Local made the big plays,” Clifford said.

Tipton finished with 135, while McDilTitt
added 14. Mot! closed with 10. '

Scamecchia led St. C. Buchanan finished
with 13,

Mammolia 104, Madonna 73

WEIRTON — Spencer Camphbell hit 18
shots and all five of his free-throw attempts
en route o a carecr-high 44 points as Mag-
nolia scored at least 22 points in every
quarier.

Campbell went gast 1,000 points for
his carecr, and was honored by Blue Dons
coach George Vargo who stopped the
gur{le and presentcd him with the basket-
ball.

Preston Boswell added 31 points for the
Blue Eagles (17-5), while Derrick Blain
and Mitch Winters evenly divided 18 as the
team hit 11 from 3-point range.

Jocy Ewusiak led the Blue Dons (13-7)
with 14 points, while Tavon Jeter and
James Cames nelted 13 and 12, respective-
ly. Nick Mazur contributed 10 points.

Bishop Donabue 63, 56 Marys 48

ST. MARYS — Taylor Straughn took
over in the second hall, finishing with a
game-high 22 points as Bishop Donahue
used a 28-point fourth quarter to knock off
St Marys. .

Josh Miller checked in with 18 poinls for
the Bishops, who finish the regular season
19-2. Jesse Padlow scored 10,

Jesse Moore paced the Blue Devils (16-
4) with 17 points.

Wiltiamstown 70, Paden City 52

WILLIAMSTOWN — Josh Palmer
scored 22 and Gage Wix added 16 as
Williamstown {!9-2) downed Paden City.

Luke Cooper paced the Wildeals (10-12)
with 17 points. Kennedy Cain had 12

ints and grabbed five rebounds, and Zach

easley ended with 11 points and four
boards,

Hayden Hizer contributed cight assists,
five points and three steals for Paden City.

Valley 62, Frontier 60

NEW MATAMORAS — Trey Streets
Enurcd in 30 points as Valley rallied past

rontier with 37 second-half points.

Tucker Cain added 11 points for the
Lumberjacks, while Joey Preat scored
cight.

Damon Matheny paced the Cougars with
26 points, while Nick Camino scored 17.

® Jets

Continued from Page B1

Martins Ferry in a Division
II1 distriet semiflinal. That
loss came a few weeks
after the Jets' hopes ol an
undeleated season were
dashed by Steubenville in
the 4 A title contest.

This year, there would
be no disappointinent.
Union Local's **3M’s”
would have none ol it,

McKivitz, Kuleh
McDilfitt and Joel Mott
took over the final quarter,
scoring 15 of the Jeis™ I8
points and creating prob-
lems on the glass and
defensively as Union Local
overcame a four-point,
third quarter delicit en
route to the 53-45 iriumph.

The viclory was espe-
cially sweet for McDittitt,
the Jets’ junior point guard
who only played a hall in
last scason's loss agoinst
Big Red as he was coming
olf an injury, finishing with
three points,

MeDifTitt scored the st
basket of the finai period,
onie that set the tone. This
time he had seven points in
the fourth alenc to help
close things out.

“No wiay, no way was
this going 1o be like last
year,”” McDilTitt stated.
“*We just kept our heads
up. We knew the shots
would fall eventually. They
(inally did. And once they
started to Tall, they all
seemed to."”’

Trenton Tipton's 3-
pointer with 6:20 leit gave
Union Local the lead for
rood. From there, Mott got

in on the act.

1o his [icst scason on the
squad after playing last
year at East Richland

hoice

 Save rhousands

Christian, Mott
embraced the 61h man
for Head Coach
Porter.

“*I've accepted
role,”” Mott suid, glan
at the OVAC champion
medal draped around
neck.

**1I'm just here tc
whatever | can do to
this tewm win. That's »
i’s nll about for me anc
worked out really well,

Alter hitting a 2-po’
that gave the Jets a 41
lewd with 4:47 remair
Mott canned two triles
the Liter one giving U
cight-point cushion »
308 lelt.

“*I’ve been practit
really hard in the offse.
and cvery day late a
practice,”” Motl said
felt goud. After | made
(3) I felt fike ] could n
everything go in. 1
gave it o chance and ey
thing started going
way."’

Just like it has sinc
arrived in Morristown,

**1t’s been unbel
able’ he said. “*The §
have welcomed me i
well. To be able to con
and experience this O\
championship with the
unrcal.”’

“March  Madne
doesn’t start for ano
week or so, but the att
phere for Wednes

night’s game was electt

That, McDiflitt s
made the experience ¢
more rewarding. In lac
sa4id he wouldn't m
repeating the scene
few wceeks, with a tri
Athens al stake,

“It’s so great,”” he
“TCs the best feeling
had on a basketball ¢
my entire lile.”’

_ Thorp can be reache
rthorp@timesleaderon

To 4A Crown

St. Clairsville
can’t slow UL

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer
ST. CLAIRSVILLE — A
season ago, the Health and
Physical ducation Center at
Ohio University Eastern was
a house of horrors for the
Union Local Jets. ‘

i B B (ol

. : Phato by Joe Lovell
Union Local's Kaleb McDiffit takes a shot over St.
Clairsville defender Brendan Femns on Wednesday night.

Jets Stake Claim

The Jets, however, started
the process of eliminating that
laste Wednesday night in
front of a huge crowd

Using en impressive
fourth-quarter shooting dis-
play, the Jets were crowned
conference champions for the
second time in school history
and first since 2009 by virtue
of a 53-45 victory against

Please See UL, Page 16
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REPRESENTATIVES OF sach

- Page 3 team taking part today are:
Class 1A -3 p.m. Trenton Tipton (Union ocalz.

Luke Slavik (St. Clalrsville),
Donahue vs. Madonna James GCamses (Madonna),

Page 6 Jesse Padlow {Bishg
p
Class 2A - 5:30 p.m. I:)Bu?dahue)h) ch{ Wiil_lligﬂms
! X \.Nheeﬁrg ridgeport), ase ar
P;Sge 11 cc tﬁ'heallng CC), Seth Lagraen

Fort Frya), Gavin Morton
Class 3A -- 8 p.m. Monroe (gantral). Spencer
Fort Frye vs. Monroe or  Campbell _(Magnolia), Cod
Monroe (Parkersburg South) ~

Magnolia and C.J. King (Morgantown).
Page1 This Is the eighth annual
Class 4A -- 10 a.m.  Wheeling Hospital OVAC Boys

| Union Local vs. St. C. Baskstball Champlonship event,

hich held each Febru
;’Aage'l;.%o p.m. gt Ohloa{.?nWGrsﬂgaEasiaam ray
P. South vs. Morganown T DeSETH STASKEY

GDSePODSD

.'W'it'h a new Student Union and well-stocked bookstore D) Good uck Red Devils Fram..

‘as a prime gathering spot for students...

2
'@'
i |
BELMONT CAREER CENTER
(7 110 Fox Shannon Place, St. Clairsville, OH /7
740-695-9130 @
2 HARRISON CAREER CENTER £
B2500 Cadiz Jewstt Rd., Cadiz, OH
5 740-942-2148
www.BHCCenters.com
“Want Career Succesa?
Get Bancer Shitlal”
\ Ny
@ﬁ.‘%@@@@@
Sometah!mg
H
.
N \nrtTellle in Our ¢
'\: ‘ ﬂmesll.lgad:r%ﬁf?hlnéiom
- Your protectlon is personal . .
Get a quote today from:  MILLESON INSURANCE AGENCY et a quote today from:
LNy (740)769-1700 - Auto. Home. Life. Business. (740)769-1700
; Bl perzaal @nationwide.com e e o o s N s e e e s h! cliffk@nationwide.com
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By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
The opponents in today’s
Wheeling Hospital Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference
Class 1A championship
game are no strangers. Top-
seeded Bishop Donahue
(16-2) and No. 2 Madonna
{13-5) have developed
quite a storied rivalry dur-
ing their days on the hard-
wood.

The Bishops will be seek-
ing their second straight
title as they defeated Trinity
in 66-54 in last week’s
semifinals. They also
defeated the Warriors in last
year's championship game.
Today's 3 p.m. game inside
Ohio University Eastern’s
Health and  Physical
Education -Building will
also mark the fifth time in
eight years that the
McMechen-based school
has appeared in the title tilt.
They are 2-2.

The Blue Dons advanced
with a 70-36 decision over
St. John Central in their
. Semi.

*“We've been pretty con-
sistent since they started
this tournament,” Bishop
Donahue head coach Tom
Wise said. “We've won
two, but we've also lost

ELECTRIC

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
“LARGE OR SMALL -
WEDOITALL"”

» RESIDENTIAL
» COMMERCIAL
+ INDUSTRIAL

- SIGN MAINTENANCE
& REPAIRING
Wvoe7
ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OH
740-695-9834

i T-L File Photo/KIM NORTH
BISHOP DONAHUE'S Taylor Straugn has besn a
steady contributor for the Bishops this season. They’'ll
take on Madonna at 3 p.m. today in the 1A final.

THE TIMES LLEADER - Saturday, February 21, 2015 » Page 3

Donahue, Madonna set for 1A battle

two. So, we're trying to get
over the hump.”

Despite only having one
returning starter back, Wise
isn’t surprised that the

. Bishops have only lost

twice and are playing for
the conference crown.

“To be perfectly honest,
I'm not surprised by what
we've accomplished so
far,” he admitted. “F've had

these three seniors for four
years. They are gym rats.
They are very athletic and
competitive.

“T knew we had some tal-
ent coming back, but I
thought maybe four or five
losses,” he continued.
“We've played » pretty dif-

ficult schedule so far, but

things have worked out.”
Bishop Donahue's two

losses have come fo
Magnolia. The Bishops also
own a victory against the
Blue Eagles.

Of their 16 wins, cne has
come against the Blue
Dons.

“T'hat was the third or
fourth game of the year, but
it seems like two years
ago,” Wise said of his

Sep, 1A, Page 4

| ﬁ BISHOPS Y

T

Photo Provided

PICTURED 5 the 2014-15 Bishop Donahue boys baskalbal team, Fromt row, from lefl, are
W3 Robinson, Coleton Barlatch, Matl \fucaﬁk. Ereit Moose, Jmmy Hul!, Jacoh Bayser and
Tray Milar. Back row, from lofl, re Taylor Straughn, Koltin Kleah, Junior Holmea, Zach

McCary, Josh Miller end dessa Padiow.

AUTO BODY & TOWING SERVICE LLC
I505 Western Ave., Moundsville, WV (304) 845-7558
24 Hour Towing « Local or Long Distance

Fuli Service Body Shop

GOOD LUCK BISHOPS!

Photo Provided
FICTURED IS the 2014-15 Bishop Donahue boys basketball team. Front row, from left, are
Will Robinson, Coleton Beretch, Matt Vucelik, Brett Moore, Jimmy Hull, Jacob Beyser and
Trey Miller. Back row, from left, are Taylor Straughn, Kollin Kleeh, Junior Holmes, Zach
McCuay, Josh Miller and Jesse Padlow.

Blazensyy 4

AUTO BODY & TOWING SERVICE LLC
505 Western Ave., Moundsville, WV (304) 845-7558

24 Hour Towing ¢ Local or Long Distance
Full Service Body Shop

G0OOD LUCK BISHOPS!
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Continued from Page 3

team's 16-point win during
the Williams Energy
Challenge in Cameron.

The Bishops are happy to
have point guard Taylor
Straughn back in the lineup.
The 6-2 sophomore had
missed five games with an
ankle injury before playing
in the semifinal victory over

* No. 4 Trinity. Straughn

averages a team-best 21
points an cuting. He had 17

Weirton, West Virginia

| Metal Food & Household Products
| Packaging Division
Ends & Coated Sheets
for Can Bodies

Half Moon Industrial Park
3010 Birch Drive,
Weirton, WV

in the semifinals,

Bishop Donahue is far |pg. NE#BADONNA BLUE Rgg.,? Gr.
from a one-player squad, |4 Tavon Jeter 6-00 10
especially on offense where |2 Marquise Jeter 61 12
three other starters average |3 James Carnes 6-5 12
in double figures, They are |4 Levi Shreve 511 12
the lone returning starter — 10 Joseph Ewusiak 6-1 10
6-3 senior Jesse Padlow - |11 Jarod Taflan 6-2 12

12 Grant Retton 6-1 12
Who scores 13.6 a night. 15 James Mazzone 511 10
Classmates Josh Miller and 20 Nicklas Mazur 6-0 i2
Brett Moore add 3.2 and |54 Chase DiBartolomeo  5-10 10
12.8, respectively. Koltin |25 Dustin Brown 511 10
Kleeh, a 6-2 sophomore, is |23 Matthew Lyons 6-1 12
the other starter. Miller is |24 Nicholas Higgins 511 1
also the leading rebounder |42 George Stakias 6-0 12
with nine. Padlow averages |95 Justin Canel 64 10

5.6.
Off the bench for the

Green-and-Gold are 6-4 |No.  Name
junior Zach McCoy, 6-0 Will Robinson-
senior Matt Vucelich and 6- Kaltin Kleeh

3
4
Tuni 10 Breit Moore
Jumior 45 Taylor Straughn
14 Trey Miller
15 Jesse Padlow

4  sophomore
Holmes. .
Against Trinity, the 5-5

Moore tallied 16 points, a |20 Jimmy Hull
team-leading six rebounds, |21 Coleton Barleich
two steals and a pair of |23 Josh Miller
assists. The 6-4 Miller fin- |24 Zach McCoy
ished with 13 points, while |32~ Jacob Beyser
Padlow added a dozen |34 Matt Vucelik
markers. 40 Junjor Holmes
“I know everything about Haad Coach: Tom Wise

Bishop .Donahue. 1 know

Head Coach: George Vargo
BISHOP DONAHUE BISHOPS

Assistant coaches: Curt Msle, Jim Daller

Haight Gr.
6-0 1
6-2 10
5-9 12
6-2 10
5-9 10
6-3 12
5-8 10
510 11
6-4 12
6-4 11
5-10 10
- 6-0 12
6-4 10

where they live, eat, who
their girlfriends are ... [
know them like I know my
own team ... all Kidding
aside,” Madonna head
coach George Vargo sajd.
“Coach-wise, Bishop
Donshue has great athletes
and. an outstanding state-

bound team, which includes
a high-scoring offense and a
experienced coaching staff
led by my good friend, Tom
Wise.”

The Blue Dons are led by
6-3 senior center James
Carnes who averages a dou-

NEED A PASSPORT?

Citizens of Ohio, West Virginia and Pennsylvania
come to the Jefferson County Courthouse Auto
Title Department or Rayland, Ohio Auto Title
Department.

Rayland Office is open evelt')y Saturday
from 10:00 a.m. to 2:0 r.m.
EXCEPT when a holiday falls on a
Friday or a Monday.

Upon purchase of your PASSPORT with us,
your photo 1.D. is “FREE"
This can be a savings of $7 to $50.

Call ;740) 283-8509
or (740) 859-0411

JOHN CORRIGAN, CLERK OF COURTS
www.jeffersoncountyoh.com

Nao Appointment Necessary

| @04}748-2879

ble-double with 14 points
and 11 rebounds. He is sup-
ported by 6-0 classmate
Nick Mnzur who scores 11
points and pulls down
rebounds a game. Mazur is

See, 1A, Page 5

(Good Luck)
Madonna!
From Gus & Aggie

Gus’s Goodies
3972 Main
Street
Weirton, WV
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Continued from Pade 4

also the leading three-point
shooter. Sophomaore Tavon
Jeter, a 6-1 guard, lends 7.5
points and 7 rebounds.
Grant Retton, a 6-1 senior
forward, and Joe Ewusiak, a

6-1 sophomore guard, both
average 8 points and 35
rebounds,

In the win over the Irish,
Mazur led a guartet of Blue
Dons in double digits with

with 8 returning seniors on
this years squad showing
good leadership and the will
to win,” Vargo added. *This
was a team goal at the
beginning of the season to

20, including a trio of treys.
Ewusiok added 14, Retton
13 and Carnes 10. Jeter fin-
ished with nine. '

“It doesn’t surprise me
that we are in the finals,

for the Blue Dons in the
semifinals. _

“The Ewusiak kid didn’t
play in that first game,”
Wise recalled. “*He was

Ses, 1A, Page 12

be playing for the OVAC
championship.”

George Stakias, a 6-0,
senior forward, and
Marquise Jeter, a 6-1 senior
forward, came off the bench

Pholo Provided i
PICTURED |S the 2014-15 Madonna Blue Donz basketball team. The team consists

of Jake Gasouda, Tony Sellitll, Nicholas Higgins, Levl Shreve, Marquise Jeter, Nat
Smith, Tavon Jeter, George Stakias, Giovanni Lenhart, Jared Taflan, Mark Lcata, [

. Dustin Brown, Matthew Lyons, Justin Canel, Nicklas Mazur, Max Carey, James
Mazonne, James Carnes, Kyle McAfee, Josy DeFelice, Fritz Mooro, Chase
DiBarlolomeo, Grant Retton, Joseph Ewusiak and Tim Seech.

GOOD LUCK
BLUE DONS

From The
Faculty, Staff
& Students at

St. Paul
Catholic School

(B

WEIRTON
NAPA

Good Luck
Blue Dons!

Good Luck
Blue Done
WEIRTON AREA
CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

3174 Pennsylvania Ave.

Suite 1

Weirton, WV 26062
(304) 748-7212

www.weirtonchamber.com

WEIRTON

MOOSE

LODGE
688

GOOD
LUGK
BLUE
DONS!

; WEIRTON MADONNA
BLUE DONS

STRIP STEEL

COMMUNITY
~ FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION

3316 Main St., Weirton

304-748-6622

GOOD LUCK
DONS!

-/|GOOD LUCK MATTHEW
& THE BLUE DONS!

™ o 'i-\ e i
+52Any Qccasion Glorist 2
3 ;‘;

3131 Main Streei,
Weirton, WV 26062

 304-748-4525

GO BLUE!;
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Wheeling Central, Bridgeport to clash in 2A

By KiM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -

Wheelmg HUSPltal Ohio Vﬂuey Athletic while third-seed Bndgeport hasa p‘ur
Conference Class 2A boys’ chnmplonslnp

game features a pair of scheols- already
with multiple titles since the tournament
format began. Wheeling Central, the top
Today’s geed, has four championship trophies,

However, the Maroon Knights (19-2)

Meanwhile the Bulldogs (15-6) haven't
been to the finals since winning in 2010
when they were in Class 1A.

“That may a little advantage for them,
but we talked to the kids about rising to the

See, 2A, Page 7

arc looking to ‘three-peat,” having defeated
Steubenville Catholic and Wellsville the
last two winters. In fact, they are a perfect
4-for-4 in title tilts, winning the Class 3A
championship in 2008 over 5t Clairsvilie
and topping Fort Frye a year later,

&

WHEELING CENTRAL
MAROON KNIGHTS

-ﬁlillld Luck
Mareon Knightsl |
WHEEL'NG v : LAEHOFE[LGES
RECREATION| § siowers forair§ |-t
DEPARTMENT| § occasions! § | pdee'{ Woener

2125 Market St.,
Wheeling, WV

304-233-3320 %

p 304-233-4380

B4 13TH HT. SUTTE 244}, y
SNARL OF TRANE BUTLDING,
WIEFLING, WY 2J6a003

51 16th Street
Wheeling, WV 26003

304-234-3641

Salas & Servica of Electric Molors
Serving Mines, Mills & Industrial

Accounts in the Ohio Valley
Since 1927

N. Sevanth & Hazlett Ave.,
Whesling, Wv
- Phone: (304) 277-2550
Fax: 277-2917

S‘.TARTERQ WINGS - CALADS
CANDWICHES - BURGERS = ENTREEC
CTEAKS - PACTA - FAJITAS « SIDEC
DECCERT - KIDDIES

pha) 50 Carmel Rd., Wheeling
o7 (304) 242-1090

Photo Provided

PICTURED IS the 2014-15 Wheeling Central. Front row, from left, are managers, from left, are Bo
Haller, J.C. Maxwell and Jordan Waterhouse. Second row, from left, are David Sampson, Chase
Harler, John McLaughiln, Trenton Smith, Boyd Bibey, Matt Pleva, Brian Campbell, Patrick Hurley.
Top row, from left, are Adam Jamett, Gabe Roman, assistant coach Tyler Morando, head coach
Meal Stephens, assistant coach Chip Calissie, John Burkheltar, Brent Price and Isaac Rine.

[CAT'S PAWART]| |~ GOODLUCK |
STUDIO LLC CENTRAL!
] [
Custom Matting Embroidery
& Framing Art Supplles Rick & Valerte Nau
GOOD LUCK 303 Warwood Ave.,
MAROON KNIGHTS! Wheeling
teaeies e | | 304-277-4120 |

CARNEY &
SLOAN INC.

Food Service Equipment &
Supplies, Sales, & Service

518 Main St.,Wheeling
(304) 233-5000

carneyandsloan.com

Wheeling Central

Catholic Maroon
Knights

From
CCHS Athletic
Department
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WHEELING CENTRAL MAROON KNIG-HTS

No. Nam eigh Continued from Page 6
3 John McLaughlin 6-1 12 I . . . . .
11 Trenton Smi 5-11 12 chailenge,” Bridgeport head six of seven since. I like “However, we’ve got to for four quarters.
12 Owen Gainer 511 Q9 coach Donnie Cash said. how we’ve been playing, play one quarfer at a time,”  The - senior-ladened
13 Adam Jarrett 510 10 “We respéct them and know  but we know we’ve got to he added. “We’ve got to Bulldogs are led by 6-2 QJ
14 Chase Harlar 6-3 1 it’s going to be a tough be totally focused and play play eight minutes. Then Williams and 6-5 Parker
;-g ﬁgﬁ%‘?ﬁ‘gg gg 13 task.” four complete quarters we've got to play eight Dyson, both of whom aver-
59 Boyd Bibey 6-2 12 Wﬁle&ll{l% thl:]ntral hea’c: against them. more minutes and like that See, 2A, Page 8
24 e Rohmann 6-0 10 coach Mel slephens wasn
. sold on any past experi- ~ AUTHORIZED DEALER
gg %%TITCEUAE?I%[;W g-} }? - ences playing into this sea- Financing and De_laivsry Services Avallable
Brian Campbell 6-3 11 san’s encounter. -l
Head Coach: Mel Stephens “It may help a little, but
Assistant coaches: Chip Calissie, Tyler Morando it's a championship game,
d I know th ill be
BRIDGEPORT BULLDOGSG roady to play.> Stephens LiB E RTY
No. Hei r. said of the Bulldogs, who SAFE
9 Marc Perre”i g?o :||12 upset No. 2 seed Shadyside, #1 Selling Safe on
2 EI| nneaen‘igrs 2550 10 57-52, last weck in semifi- the Planet!
4 F{Obert Teeman 6-2 12 Knights took care of fourth- | SAT., MARCH 7TH S o e e e e e
11 Bailey McGrath 5-8 12 seeded Cameron, 63-49 on Whaellng Artlsan Center |
12 Q.. Willams 64 12 Wednesday 1400 Maln Stroet,
ol . atn @
13 Tyler Darrah 510 M1 Bridgeport is peaking at downtown, Whaslng, WV ON LIBERTY SAFES |gphad
15 uy Pagano 59 - 10 ; i I
27 Jace Johnston B-0 10 the right time, according to Admlasion: $6 | For Police, Fire, EMS & | SRR AP A
23 Pal‘ker DYSDTI 6'6 12 CﬂSh. Chlldren 12 & Under FREE I M"mry Pal'sorll'lﬂl I —" -y ])(IL‘U&
24 Luke Bendel 5-7 10 “We tolked a COUP]B of For Further Information [ COMIACT FLAG FLOORE FOR DETAILS! | AMY Krur
Head Coach: Donnie Cash weeks ago ubout getting on | wwaaNAEPEerEcom 207 N. CHESTNUT ST., BARNESVILLE, OH
Assistant coaches: Mike Muklewicz, Jim Murad a roll at this time of the sea- . [ {"740-425-3344 7740-425-3614 + BSALES@FLAGFLOORS.COM
son,” he said, “We’ve won or 304-232-1810 WE LOOK FORWARD TO DOING BUSINESS WITH YOU!

OWNED
FAMILY
OPERATED

An Employee owned company

Bakery * Grocery Store * Deli - Caterer
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Continued from Page 7

age in double figures.
Williams, a 1,000-point
scorer, leads the team with a
17.9 scoring norm, while
Dyson checks in at 14.
Other starter include 6-0 JC
Cash, 5-10 point guard
Koty Seevers and 3-9
Bailey McGrath.
Sophomore Guy Pagano, a
5-9 sharpshooter, adds
instant offense off the
bench.

In the come-from-behind
win at Shadyside, Williams
and Pagoaho evenly divided
30 markers, with Pagano’s
coming on five trifectas.
Dyson ndded 12 and Cash
eight. However, it wis some

late free throws from
Seevers and 2 last-second
steal and charity tosses from
McGrath that sealed the
deal.

“If we bring that same
effort and enthusiasm we'll
be alright,” Cash allowed.

Stephens was in the front
row scouting the Bulldogs-
Tigers matchup and came
away impressed with the
Black-and-Blue.

“They play hard and are
very scrappy,” he said.
“They aren’t very big with
the exception of the Dyson
kid.

“I think it's a good
matchup for us because we

68210 m:t Ave., Bridgeport, 0H » 635-3064

J.J.C. & SONS EXCAVATING
E-Z CAR WASH
DOUBLE J LAUNDROMAT
MINI STORAGE RENTAL

CENTER

are usually playing teams
with two post players and
Bridgeport only has one.
We’ve played. some teams
with guys Dyson's size, but
his being left-handed gives
him an advantage. You
don’t see 100 many left-
handed big men.”

Cash said he hopes
Dyson can dominate in the
paint.

“We've challenged him
and he knows he has to
come to play, but until you
get there and the lights
come on, you never know.”

When _talking about
Wheeling Central you have

See, 2A, Page 10
THE
RUNNER'S
CONNECTION

we go the extra mile...

318 33rd St Bokiaire, OH
130-671-1982

BELMONT CAREER CENTER
110 Fox Shannon Place, St. Clairsville, OH

740-695-9130

HARRISON CAREER CENTER
82500 Cadiz Jewelt Rd., Cadiz, OH

740-942-2148

www.BHCCenters.com ~

“Weant Career Swccesa?

Get Carneer Skeltal”

THE TIMES LEADER - Saturday, February 21, 2015 » Page 8

T-L File Photo/KIM NORTH
BRIDGEPORT'S Parker Dyson battles for a loose
bail with Bellaire’s Tyler Ramsay during a game earli-
er this winter. Dyson and the Bulldogs are slated to
play Wheeling Central in today’s OVAC Class 2A
champlonship at 5:30 p.m.

Information
Lus Night

Lebroary 24 @ 6pm
Shannon Halt Theater
RSV 740-699-2536

ORIQ

Lastern
St. Clairsville, Ohio
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"HOT BUYS THROUGHOUT THE STORE!

FURNITURE

740-635-0652

Z ACRES-4 FLOORE OF FURRITURE
227 N. Lincoln Ave., Bridgeport, Ohio
Man.-Frl, 10-7 » Sat. 9-5» Sun. 11-3
www.wilsonfumiturestore.net

Plus...Upgrade any of thase rar.iner Etyhas toF F‘mﬂf m‘ld!ﬂr Memory Faam Cushions,

YOUR CHOICE

3 B 50
rectining
sofas

fabrics

*Subject to credit appruval wllh ZB% down payment. Prior sales excluded, Can not ha combined with any other offer. Ses stora for details,

Good
Luek
Bulldoge!

BRIDGEPORT
ATHLETIC

BOOSTERS :

EBRIDGERPOIRT
EBEBULLDOGS

Photo Courtesy/PAUL KRAJNYAK

PICTURED IS the 2014-15 Bridgaport hoys hasketball team. Front row,
from left, ara Treavon Clark, Luke Bandel, Balley McGrath, Manager Lucas
Pomaranski, Koty Seevars, Tyler Damah and John Simmons. Second row,
from left, are Andrew Bloom, Jace Johnston, Dance Cash, Dylan
Nowakowskl, Guy Pagano, Eli Willlams, Thomas Coyne end Marc Pamelli.
Third row, from left, are Head Coach Donnie Cash, Q.J. Willlams, Rlcky

Dunlap, Parker Dyson, Raobert Teeman, J.C. Cash, Assistant Coaches Jim
Murad and Mike Mukfewicz.

Sonny Boy

Restaurant
881 National Rd.,
Bridgeport, OH
740 635 9065

meineke

car care center

422 Main St., Rt. 40
Bridgeport, OH
(On the comner of cld Rt. 40,
at the I-70 Ramp)

740-633-2705

www.meineke.com
Open Man.-Fri. T:30am-Gpm Opan Bat.

BANKRUPTCY!

Are You Drowning in Debt? Let Us Help!

DAVIS & KOTUR = oﬁw

PA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW "

Offices In Bridgeport & Steubenville
740-635-1217 = 740-264-3050 =)

Tell Free 888-246-0669

Weekend and Evening Hours
W e A bt ke apency Ve hetn peorse Lie for bankrupizy imder tha banrontsy refed code.

Sportsmen s Club
T Natinnal Road s Brldgepoﬁ AT
_ 740-635—9058

FIRST CONSULTATION IS FREE = PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE

VIt
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES, INC.
Your Property Is Our Main Concern.
54440 National Rd., Bridgeport, OH
740-635-0590 www.teampmsi.com

* Power Sweeping » Line Steiping « Lawn/Landscaping
* Snow Removal

 Eatabtished 1596 119 Fears

SANDS ELECTRIC

52 Eighteenth St, Wheeling, WV,
304-233-3030

Hours: Mon.-Fi. 8a.m. to 5p.m. *

*A Full Line Distributor Serving The Ohlo Yalley For 119 Yean.”
» Cutier-Hammer Loadcenters * Progress Lighting




OVAC BOYS BASKETBALL

WHEELING CENTRAL
senlor Boyd Bibey pre-
pares to go up for a shot
during last Wednesday’s
OVAC Class 2A semifinal
game against Cameron.
Bibey and the Maroon
Knights will take on
Bridgeport today at 5:30
p.m. In the conferance
championship game.

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

[~ WHERE SERVICE CAN |
BE EXPECTED

Bést

ORME Do-It Best
HARDWARE

HARDWARE SINCE 1869
Rental Center
(740) 432-2712
134 N. 11th 5L, Cambridge
(740) 826-4160
51 East Maln St., New Concord
(740) 4241223
‘634 Lincoin Ave,, Carfiz’
(740} 498-8131
102 N. River St, Newcomerslown
{330) 893-2612
4883 Elm 8¢, Berlin, OH
(740) 345-7515
67 Wast Main 5t, Newark, OH

5100 CARD FOR $T5 | -

SUDSY'S
CAUTO
SPA

VISIT OUR 2 LOCATIONS:
- 2102 lumber fve,
Wheeling
500 Harover St.,
Martins Ferry
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Continued from Page 8
to start with jundor Chase

Harler, who has already ver-
balled to West Virginia

University. The 6-3 guard
does a little bit of every-
thing for the Knights.

“He's a really good play-
er,” Cash said of Harler,
who averages npearly 25
points a night. “He’s as
good as advertised. He not
only scores for them, but he
finds the open guys. He has
a lot of weapons around him
and he utilizes them.

“We’ve got to stick to our,
gameplan and execute it,”
Cash continued. “If they
{(Wheeling Central) get on a
run, we can’t let them keep

“extending it.”

Harler is the lone return-
ing starter from last year’s
W.Va, Class A state
champs, but he’s far from
the lone talent. He is joined

in the starting lineup by sen-
iors Trenton Smith and
Boyd Bibey; junior Brian
Campbell; and sophomore
John Burkhalter.

The 6-2 Bibey and 6-1
Burkhalter each average
between 10 and 11 points,
while Burkhalter is the lead-
ing rebounder. Smith scores
almost points and also lends
support on the boards.

“It may be a little surpris-
ing to some people that
we’re 19-2, ranked No. 1 in
the state and playing for the
OVAC title,” Stephens
allowed.

“But you never know
coming into a season how
kids will respond. A lot of
the teams we’ve played we
haven't overwhelmed, but
we've found ways to win at
the end.”

Stephens can also call on

6-2 senior Matt Pleva; 6-0
sophomore Gabe Rohmann;
5-11 sophomore Adam
Jarrett; and 5-11 freshman
Owen Gainer.

“Bridgeport shoots the
ball very well from the
perimeter,” Stephens added.
“T think that’s the key to
winning, who ever shoots
better. rebounding is always
a key, but I think it will
even out.”

Cash, on the other hand,
wants to [imit his team’s
turnovers,

“We have to have quality
possessions of the offensive
end of the floor,” he
stressed. *“We have to take
care of the basketball at all
times.”

This game is a rematch of
last week’s girls’ Class 2A
final where the Maroon
Knights prevailed.

Save money. Live better.

ST. CLAIRSVILLE
NOW HIRING

JOIN OUR TEAM

Specializing in all types of foot and
~ ankle conditions and surgeries,

diahetic foot care, sports injuries
and custom orthotics,

Christopher T. Moore, DPM
WALK-INS WELCOME! (EXCEPT FRL)

740-695-WALK (9255

ALL ACCES

e Times Leader

110 5. Frasth 51, Marsoa Femry, 04 43935+ TARGY13E » s rresbeasiecri e cor)




OVAC BOYS BASKETBALL

. FORT FRYE CADETS .
No. Name Height Gr.
2 Carter Kisfer 6-1 1
3 Derek Layton 6-0 11
10 Isaac Klinger 59 10
11 Casey Lewis 510 10
120 Devin Brooker 5-8 12
23 Seth Lagraen 64 12
32 Carter Lang 6-4 11
42 Justin Anderson 6-2 10
44 Logan Madison 6-3 12
50 Kyle Cline 6-2 12

Head Coach: Eric Henniger
l/;«smls’nsmt coaches: Terry Huck, Matt Barton, Troy
ogle

MAGNOLIA BLUE EAGLES

44
Head Coach: Dave Tallman
Asslstant coaches: Mark Blalr, Bob Ripley, Lany

MONHOE CENTRAL SEMINOLES

No. Name Height Gr.
3 Gage Ash 6-2 12
5 Tray Duffy 5-9 10
10 Zach Jorris - 59 12
12 Cole Howell 6-3 k|
14 Tanner Burkhart 510 12
20 Levi Brown 5-6 12
22 Seth Alleman 5-11 12
24 Dustin Graham 510 N
30 Josy Schumacher 5-8 11
32 Jarret Hoo 510 10
34 ‘Gavin-Morton 6-6 12
40 Daiton Lincoin 5-8 ek
44 Cole Crajg 5-9 11

Head.Coach: Lou “Scooter” Tolzda
Assistant coaches: Ryan Rosnick, Scott Jorris,
Jason Shaw

No. Name Helght Gr.
1 Spencer Campbell 6-0 12
2 Tyler Anderson 510 1
3 Tyler Williamson 5-8 10
4 Preston Boswell 6-1 11
5 Derrick Blaln &6-0 11
10 Jake Fruner 5-9 10
1 Mitch Winters 6-4 13!
13 Zach Haught 6-0 H
22 Peau Halahingano 5-8 10
33 Brooks Parson 6-0 09
34 Jaret Delaney 6-3 11
40 Alex. Anderson R IR 't B
42 Dylan Jackson 511 11
Kyle Ritz 62, 11

* Fort Frye was
playing waiting
game until Friday

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

It's been a wild week in
the Ohio Valley.

Whether- you're talking
about basketball or the
weather, it all fits under the
same umbrella. Actually,
they go hand-in-hand.

Because of the weather,
the Class 3A championship
game, which is slated to tip
at 8 p.m. wasn't finalized
until last night when sec-
ond-seeded Monroe Central
and third-seeded .Magnolia
met in Woodsfield.

The other half of the
championship game was
slated on Tuesday when the

&% StateFarm

TIM
BLUE

232 South Main St.
Suite A,
Woodsfield, OH .

(740) 472-1381

ﬁm.blua.lzkl@statafarm.mm

WITH PURCHASE OF $50 OR MORE.
CANNOT BE COMBINED WITH OTHER COUPONS,
£ 5115 Gt St s O ey Vo

WITH PURCHA%OF $100 OR MORE. - [

CANNOT BE

Expires 33115, MWﬁhdﬂuWM [

T T
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Weather dictated 3A title game

other semifinal was origi-
nally scheduled for as well,
However, winter weather
and brutally cold tempera-
tures shut down schools all
week and forced coaches
and athletic directors hands.

While seven of the 10
semi-final pgames were
played on their scheduled
day, the Seminoles and Biue
Engles found themselves in
the walting game.

They were the last two
teams to decide their fate,
Had they not gotten their
game in on Friday night, the
Seminoles would have auto-
matically advanced based
on the paper standings of
the teams.

Complete coverage of the
Seminoles and Blue Eagles
- as well as a complete pre-
view of the 3A title game —
can be found in today’s

Sports Section.

Meanwhile, Fort Frye
just sat around and played
the waiting game.

The Cadets punched (heir
ticket to their second
straight OVAC final on
Tuesday when they won,
21-17, against River.

The Pilots implemented a
stull tactic gameplan und
actually had a shot to win
the game Iate.

Photo Provided

) FORT FRYE

CADETS

PICTURED IS the 2014-15 Forl Frye Cadets basketball team. Front row, from left, are Isaac -
Klinger, Cater Lang, Derek Layton, Gater Kiefer, Justin Anderson and Casey Lewls. Second
row, from left, are coach Mait Barton, Devin Brooker, Seth Legraen, head coach Eric Henniger,
Kyle Cline, Logan Madison, coach Terry Huck,




OVAC BOYS BASKETBALL

=

'MAGNOLIA
meercts BRUE ERGLES/ 55

/S

Photo Provided

PICTURED 15 the 2014-15 Magnolia Blue Eagles basketball team. The team Includes: Spencar
Campball, Tyler Anderson, Tyler Williamson, Praston Boswell, Demick Blain, Jake Fruner, Miich
Winters, Zach Haught, Peau Halahingano, Brooks Parsons, Jaret Delaney, Alex Anderson, Dylan
Jackson and Kyle Ritz. The Blua Eagles are coached by Dave Tallman, Mark Blair, Bob Riplay

and Larry West.

grevs gssﬁs

] 4A; 1007 (6/6), Bubby Goodwin, Whesding

A

HOME CENTER

312 North St.,
New Martinsville, WV

(304)
455-1650

Funeral Homes
& Cremalory

GO
BLUE EAGLES!

751 Third Street
New Martinsville, WV 26115

304-455-1800

BTATE PARM

INSURANCE

LISA SHEPHERD,
AGENT

New Martinsville, WV
26155

(3041 435-47199

www. lisashepherd.net
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OVAC BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 1A: 10, Brandon Baday, Conotion Valiay,

RECORDS - MEN'S 2013
IKDIVIDUAL Garrett Price, , 2010
MOST POINTS [35] 24 10.M!hom,'  Lingly, 2012

J. Mayle, Trinity Chrislian, 2011 34 13, Mark Winters, Magmfa 2013
4A: 9, Dan Monderoso, St Clalisvilie, 2013
5A: 10, Boo Lathon, Wheellng Park, 2012
BEST 2-POINT GOAL ' [83%, $212]
{5 attmpts minlmen)
1A B3% (547), Gage Bates, Baallsvile, 2012
%m%(m},ﬂmm Sladysda

S.A.BU%(W,D'DmaLu'g Wheetng
Caniral, 2008
4K BY% (5!6) G‘mm Kyls, East
Liverpool, 20
JusihEllddmrry John Marehall,
EA 83% {1012}, Boo Lathon, Whaelng
Park, 2012

MOST 3-POINT GOALS MADE [6]
1A: 8, AJ. Mayls, Trhinhrtsﬂan 2011
24 5, Jared Andes, Shadysids, 2008
Bigy Morryman, , 2008
Mf,mm. Gathoke,
201
Zath Roa, Butkaye Trad, 2013

4h: 4, Adan Jefties, St ClairsviBe, 2012
Filey Carlon, 5, Glairsviia, 2012

BE??FHEE TPHDWTE [100%, 16A0]
{5 attempls miramusm)

1A: 100%: (10/10), Ross Coris, Madonna,

2012 :

2A: 1607 (6/8), Jared Andas, Shadysida,

2008

%1: 3mn% (&%), Zach Fioe, Buckeye Trall,

L. J. Campbal, Wair, 2010

Pari, 2010
5A: 1007 (B/8), Scotlia Core, Morgankmwn,
2014

MOST 2-POINT GOALS MADE [13)

OVAC Boys Championship Game Records

BELMONT

EQUIPMENT SALES INC.

BUSH HOG*

Pariarmesis Yor Cos Count Cu

National Road, St Clalrswlle

740-695-3052

R.W. PETRUSO

HEARING & AUDIOLOGY
TER.INC

620 N. Main St., Washmgton, PA 15301
(724) 228-4327
51342 National Rd., St. Clairsville, OH 43950
- (740) 699-0400
Celebrating 40 years of helping people
achieve better hearing.
» Hearing Evaluations
» Hearing Aids

» Repairs & Service on all makes and models
(800)475-9192

. Slugfest,

A 4, Travis Tomer, Unversity, 2013

INDIVIDUAL
NOST STEALS [7]
, 2012
, Linsty, 2012

14:5, Chaz
244, Anthony W

EA :1 Josh Toland, Bi.n:lwyaTmiL 2013

4A: 3, Dan Montsroso, S1. Clairsvide, 2013

Maruez O'Neal, Whesting Park, 201t

A 2, Travis Tomar, University, 2013
INDIVIDUAL

BEST 5-POINT GOAL % [100%, 44]
4 ta minimum)
1A H]%{MD] Ad , Trinity
Chaistian, 20

2&1[0%(4:’4] Jodn Sloan, Wetksvilo,

aA mm.srmsm Fort Frye, 2011

4A: B0% (), Bubby Goodwin, Whaoling

Park, 2010

Logan Marln, Wheeling Park, 2010

BA: B0% (4/5), Travis Tomer, Unéiverslly, 2013
MOST OFFENSIVE REBOUNDS [13]

1A: 13, Chaice Truex, Brsi'iop' Dona'.l'luazm2 , 2514

Mﬁﬂwnemmuﬂmmmlrng
2010

5A: 4, Savion Johnson, Whesing Park, 2014
Prd tos, Whooig Pk 014

Boo Lihon, Pk, 2012
MOST REBOUNDS [13]
uua Davon Ovashot, Bishop Donahua,

P.A: 9, Chasa Harler, Whealing Ceniral, 2013
Jordan Indermuie, River, 2012

See, RECORDS, Page 13

®1A——
Continued from'Page 5

coming off a football injury.
He's a good player and the
Cames kid can be a force in
the middle. He’s a good ath-
lete.”

Wise said the key to his
team coming out on top will
be its pressure defense.

“If we can execute our

_fullcourt press and get the

game into an up-tempo
style, then that’s to our
ndvantage,” he noted. “If we
let it get into a halfcourt
then that's fo
Madonna’s ndvantnge.”



OVAC BOYS BASKETBALL

® Records

Continued {rom Page 12

2 4, Gamden Dovglas, Wellsvlls, 2014 4k 17 Venasting Park, 2610
B. A. Hofioway, Shadysida, 2608 54 16, Wheatng Park, 2014
2A 4, Dan Manterase, St Clalrsvite, 200 ATTENDANCE RECORDS
443, Lycas Heringlon, Steubenvide, 2014 CLASS 1A [T11]
Chris Serilh, Sleubemils, 2014 <2008 353
Trantan Tipion, Urian Local, 2014 2009 565
Adam effenies, SL Claleila, 2013 2010 443
Luka Marlin, Jann Marehal, 2011 2011 273
Emin Baymes, Whealing Park, 2011 2012711
Bubbry Goodwln, Wheeling Park, 2011 2013 470
Exin Baynes, Whesiing Fark, 2010 20114 425
54 5, Deton Cuningham, Unbversity, 2613 CLASS 24 [723)
TEAM 2008 425
MOST DEFENSIVE REBOUNDS [30] 2009 696
1A: 30, Madorma, 201 2010 708
2A: 28, Linsty, 2012 2011 560
34: 24, Fort Frye, 2014 2012729
4A: 22, \Whesing Park, 2011 5A: 71% (1217), Paskarshurg South, 2013 2013411
5A: 17, Peskarsburg South, 2013 MOST 2-POWNT GOALS MADE (30] - 2014674
University, 2013 1A: 78, Bishop Donahus, 2014 CLASS 3A [1286]
MOST TOTAL REBOUNDS (48] 2h; 24, Whesling Geniral, 2014 2000 1042
1A: 45, Bishop Donahue, 2014 34: 30, Maralia, 2013 2000 1286
24: 43, Linsly, 2012 aj: 25, Whesing Park, 2011 210277
3A: 38, Fort Frye, 2014 5A: 20, Wheoking Park, 2012 21 679
44: 43, Whezing Perk, 2010 BEST 2-POINT GOAL % [50%, 24/41] 212578
54:28, Park, 2014 (20 altempts minlmu) - 2113545
ASSISTS (1) 14: 539 (21/40), Bricgeport, 2010 2014 483
1A: 19, Madonna, 2012 2A: 59% (24/41), Wheeling Central. 2014 CLASS 44 [1407]
2 11, Whaelkng Certral, 2013 3A: 5% (30/55), Magnoka, 2013 2006 679
Wheeling Centrel, 2009 4A: 53% (2547), Wheelng Park, 201 1 2009 722
3.&:11‘Ma 213 5A: 54% {20/37), Wheeling Park, 2012 2010525
AT, 2014 MOST JP0INT GOALS MADE [11] 2011 43
Uréon Local, 2014 1A 11, Trewty Christian, 2011 2012 1183
S Clairsdtla, 2412 2A: 11, Wellsvile, 2614 20131307
Wheling Park, 2011 Shadlysida, 2009 2014 1407
84: 9, Universty, 01 24 10, Steubernville Cathobc, 2014 CLASS 5A [827]
STEALS [15] 4A: 10, 5, Clairmvill, 2012 2012 622
14: 13, Bishon Donahus, 2014 546, w 014 013221
2A: 13, Stiacyside, 2010 3-POMNT GOAL % [30%, 45] 204 716
3414, 8, Clairsvide, 2008 {5 ntiempta eninlmum) TOTAL f4021]
15, Stecberle, 2013 1A: 63% (&78), 2010 2008 2508
Wheelng Park, 210 2A: 4% (11125}, 004 2009 3591
5A: 10, Korgantown, 201 34 5% (7/14), St Clairovile, 2011 2D 2009
Parkarsburg South, 2012 4A- 4% (10/23), Bt Clairevblo, 2012 2011 2205
MOST BLOCKS [7] SA; A% (475), Inckan Croek, 2012 2012 4024
1A: 5, Bishop Donahua, 2014 unsr&wm 213 2308
2A:7, River, 2012 1A: 22, Bishop Dorahos, 2014 2014 3587
244, Fort Fiys, 2014 2A: 17, fiver, 2012 SIHOLE GAME 1407
4A; 5, Wheeing Par 2011, 010 2A: 16, Magnoka, 2012 Uion Local v, Stzuberrvile, 2014

;.?‘E 1;3;;“'“% Vinyl Lettering, Logos, Signs and Banners

&, 2012

X 5 oo s Ed Tacosik
mr%&nmwxmmmal P.0. Box 252, 40670 Balmont-Bethesda Road, Belmont, Ohio 437168

AT T Call Toll Free 866.912.4853

kB (N2, o P 208 Local 740.484.1744  Fax 740.484.1618

ah: % (2328, S, Clarwvibe, 2012 logoteksigns@gmail.com

- asbestosis and asbestos-related injuries.
‘working lawyers for working people. Call us today!
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MONROE CENTRAL &

Photo Courtesy/PAUL KRAJNYAK

PICTURED IS the 2014-15 Monroe Central boys basketball
team. Front row, from left, are Levi Brown, Tanner Burkhart,
Seath Alleman, Head Coach Lou Tolzda, Gavin Morton, Gage
Ash and Zach Jorris. Back row, from lefl, are manager Micah
Raberts, Jarett Hoopet, Cole Howeli, Assistant coach Jason
Shaw, Assistant coach Jared Highman, Assistant coach Ryan
Rosnick, Joey Schumacher, Trey Duffy, Dustin Graham, and

VORIPAUE BAER &
TURNER

OFFICE
FURNITURE
STORE

BELLWOOD|

DRUGS

135 South Main St.,
Woodsfield

(740)
472-1991

G0 SEMINOLES! | BRI NERS

Mellsa A, Emihberser

Wor e o3 Woodsfeld, O Cgﬁ};}nﬂ“

3 galty Donej
rasarsarty | NIRRT | t
ell, OH 4372 Wunds%ﬁﬂlu%m'
740-732-0707 | MONALWININ |2, casrrss

For more than 30 years, we've helped thousands of GOLD%%%?KY
local workers with mesothelioma, lung cancer, WHITErC.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

333 PFRCL BOATY WEIRTON WY 20002

1-800-COMPLEX

Pisase call for an sppointment
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UL, St. C. renew rivalry in 4A final

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

venue this time around will
be almost right in the mid-

There will be no early
morning secrets.

Even if Ben Porter and
Kim Clifford wanted to, it
would be awful tough to
slip something past the
other one.

After dll, saying Union
Local and St. Clairsville
know each other well would
be a significant understate-
ment.

The long-time rivals will
clash once again, today at
10 a.m., for the right to be
calleda conference chzunpl-
on.

The top-seeded Jets and
third-seeded Red Devils
will be playing in a rubber-
match after each on its
home floor during the
course of the season. The

dle of the two schools -
Ohio University Eastern’s
Health and  Physical
Education Center in the
Class 4A  Wheeling
Hospital OVAC Basketball
Championship.

I don't expect it to be
anything less than a battle,”
Porier said. “Hopefully it
plays out to be a pretty
exciting game because
that’s definitely the way it
shapes up.”

Clifford doesn't see any-
thing different than what
Porter envisions.

“This is a rivalry game
between two schools and
programs that have great
respect for each other,”
Clifford said. “We know
them really, really well and
they know us really, really

well, so it’ll come down to
whichever team muokes the
most plays.”

The Jets and Devils took
slightly different paths to
QOUE. Union Local (19-2)
started fast and didn't look
back en route to a convinc-
ing win against Harrison
Cehtral.

“We hit some 33 early’

and when you make shots,
the game is easier to play,”
Porter confirmed. “Plus, on
top of hitting shots, we

-played pretty good defense.

We really played well on
both ends.”

St. Clairsville, mean-
while, went on the road to
East Liverpool and pulled
out a hard-fought victory
agninst the second-seeded
Potters. They had to fight
off a late rally by Liverpool
to prevail, 67-63.

See, 4A, Page 15

Belmont County

Sheriff’s Resideane Museum

Open: Thursday—Sﬁnday 10:00AM-4:00PM |
Closed: Ja.nuary—March Groups: Open by Appomtment

(740) 298-7020 -

Fax: (740) 298-7090 Email: besrmuseum@gmail.com
101 East Main Street, St. Clairsville, Ohio 43950

¢

®
&

SDSP

BELMONT CAREER CENTER
110 Fox Shannon Place, St. Clairsville, OH

740-695-9130

HARRISON CAREER CENTER
82500 Cadiz Jewstt Rd., Cadiz, OH.

740-942-2148

www.BHCCentars.com

“Want Career Succesa?
¢e¢ @Mm .S'éédd/ "

ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S
Daniel Trouten drives to
the bucket against Union
Local's David Paulick
during a game last month
on John Jenkins Court at
St. Clairsville H.S. The
Red Devils and Jets will
renew their rivalry this
morning at 10 a.m. with
the OVAC Class 4A
championship on the
line.

T-L Fite Photo/MIKE PALMER

Know Impo
* Nows bou’f
Edueahon7

TimoeLoadorONLINE com
in gur Virtual Neweroom
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Continued from Page 14

“I'm really happy with ly happy with how we went Clifford has actually been 9:30, so I may have to get being out of school all week up early (today), bring them
how we played,” Clifford into a tough place and got it thinking more about himself up a little earlier to make because of weather has in for a shoot around and
sald. I told the kids we done.” than his players, sure I make the game. thrown off routines for both just get ready to go com-
made our own bed (for  The early tip time is I just hope I make it to Porter has tried to incor- teams. pete. It’s early for both
playing on the road) when something that both coaches the game,” Clifford joked. porate some earlier start  *I'm not sure what you teams, but you have to go
~ we lost to Edison. 'm real- have thinking  about. “I don’t usually get up until times to his practices, but can do other than get them See, 4A, Page 16 *

o

05 WINION LOCAL /575
JIETS

Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK

PICTURED IS the 2014-15 Union Local boys baskelball team. Sitting, {rom left, are Jesse
Moore, Jos! Mott, Kaleb McDiffitt, Gavin Porter, Ryan Groves and Isaac Goodson.
Standing, from left, are manager Jake Boyd, David Paulick, Trentoen Tipton, Colton
McKlvitz, Collon Bumhsimer and Jason Tumer. Not pictured Is Patrick Abboud.

REARY-MIKED Good Luck Jefdl] S Zors !
CONCRETE | |Environmental| | BELMONT |/ Sc/less’s

ravel - Expanston Jolnts, SEWICES,_ inc. EQUIPMENT | Family
+ Assoried Concrolo Products | | 67440 Fafloors Bt SALES INC v, Restaurant
Mom%ﬂdgﬁ'fg’rsg PHONE: 740-782-1767 "=, National Road S.t 170 Exit 205 Moristows
1406_695']-4999 oxmis Pt eacnaan X Clairsville, Ohio | § (740) 782-1528 }
| . Carry-Out Available. 1
Jae-1e20ml | |GOODLUCKULJETSL| | (740) 695-3052 | | 0'Co oo

GOOD LUCK JETS!

GARY W. SMITH
LAW OFFICES

740-968-6088 ‘
Flushing GOOD LUCK

The Union Local

MOWING, MAINTENANCE & LANDSCAPING

Everelt Stewert ie
67530 Falloure Rd., Belmont, Ohis 43718 740-472-1647 JETS Desgﬂenﬁlec“t |

Woodsfield

740-782-1787 740-310-0038 msbits

-
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. 4A UNION LOCAL JETS
No. Name . Helght Gr.
Continued from Page 15 2 Kaleb McDiffitt 5-7 1
. 3 Josl Mott 511 12
and play. and coaches. 4 Trenton Tipton 6-5 11
Repardless of the tip  “I think it's good that the |5 Isaac Goodson 510 11
time, a big-time atmosphere third meeting is on a neutral | 10 Jaysen Turner 6-2 12
and huge crowd is expected court,”  Clifford  said. |13 Ryan Groves 5106 12
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: Head Coach: Kim Ciifford
Assistant coaches: Ryan Clifford, Kevin Sacco,
Eric Gay
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held serve and we'll see
what happens in this one.
OUE has been kind of a
cruel place for teams and
I've been on both ends of it,
but I am guessing the
atmosphere will help carry
both teams.” _

Both teams have become
perennial entrants in the top
four of the boys basketball

title chase. St. Clairsville's -

boys are the only team in
the OVAC - regardless of
gender — that’s played in
the championship portion of
the event in all eight years.

“Being back -in the
OVAC tournament and now
the final is a great feeling,”
Clifford said. *We try to
play a good schedule, so if
you beat some decent
teams, you’ll get enough
points to get in. We've lost
some games doing that, too,
but the OVAC Tournament
and then into the sectional
are two things we strive
for.”

The Red Devils have
advanced to the fitle game
in either Class 3A or 4A
now six times and earn two
banners,

Union Local, meanwhile,
is in its third title game. It
actually defeated the Red
Devils in 2009 and then fell
last year to Steubenville
when it was undefeated.

“Our kids feel like we

Conaway
Flooring
2136 Main St.
Wheeling, WV

304-232-1148
1-800-621-8241

Mon-Wed-Fri 8:00am-5:00pm
Tues & Thurs 9:00dm-7.00pm

www.conawayflooring.net
UL U
i [y
UL A
U
b

i »

ll?

have some unfinished busi-
ness,” Porter said. “Our
guys are very hungry, but
they’ve handled it well and
not put an?( extrd pressure
on themseives. It's a fun

time of the year.”

Nothing in the past or
previous years matters
today. For Union Local,
making sure it knows where
St. C. junior Logan McCort

is on the floor is a very key
factor.

He torched the Jets for 10
triples in the last meeting,

which was played on John

Jenkins Court.

“We've talked about
that,” Porter said. *McCort
has good range, gels his
shot off quickly and doesn’t
need a lot of room. We need
to be aware of him on each

possession.”

He’s not the-only scoring
option by any means for the
Red Devils.

Sophomore Michael

Saee, 4A, Page 18

ST. CLAIRSVILLE

RED DEVILS

ood Luck Red Devild
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Al Bigélow, Agent

GOOD LUCK
ST. CLAIRSVILLE RED DEVILS
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SCHWENDEMAN AGENCY
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740-236-0654
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128 Suuth Sugar Street, 5t Clairsvifle

740-695-6454
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T

» Guaranteed Work
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SAVE A BUNDLE WITH DISH |

${ QPER

When Intamat s bundisd with quakfying
DISH TY packages.
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Requires separate 24-month
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740-695-6416 s

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY ‘
PICTURED IS ths 2014-16 5t
basketball taam. Front row, from left, are Alex
Gazdik, L.ogan McCort, Patrick Buchanan, J.C,
Coleman, Logan Willams and Jordan Vincent.
Back row, from lsft, are assistant coach Kevin
Sacco, asslstant coach Erc Gay, Malt Mazgal,
Brandan Farns, .Michael Scamecchla, Travis
Hotham, Michae! Monterose and Luke Slavik.
Absant was Dédniel Trouten.

-
d

Clairsvilla

Go Red Dovis!|
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Morgantown, South seeking 5A hardware

By RICK THORP
Times Leader Sports Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -
A pair of West Virginin
powers will take the floor
Saturday in the annual
Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Boys' Basketball
Tournament.

Parkersburg South ancl
Morgantown will battle for
the Class 5A championship.

The top two seeds in the
tournament will meet at
12:30 p.m. at Ohio
University Eastern’s Health
and Physical Fitness Center.

‘*South has a heck of
team,”” Mohigans head

coach Dave Tallman noted.

*“They're one of the best
shooting high school team’s

I've ever seen. We're going

to have to get out and n:a]ly
guard them.”’

Tt will a homecoming of
sorts for Taliman, in his
first season guiding the
Mohigans. A Magnolia
High School graduate, the
former St. Mary’s Ryken
(Md.) High School hend
cooch grew up playing
under another famous
Tallman, his father, Dave.
**It's been fantastic,”’
Tallman snid of his first sea-
son in Morgantown. We

Photo Provided
PICTURED IS the 2014-15 Parkersburg South boys basketball team. Front row, from left,
are manager Cam Fallon, Cody Boggs, Cody Monros, Logan Fryfogle, Ty Dobson, Tyler
Shelton, J.R. Ker and manager Kaden Marshall. Second row, from left, are team
'videagrapher Marioh Goldsmith, student manager Alex Townsend, Head Coach Mike Fallon,

Andrew Myars, Garrett Gilkeson, Cole Day, assistant coach Bili Marshall,
Camp, student manager Noah Barker and asslstant coach Chris Hyson, Back row, from left,
are Cole Plants, Nick Sanders, Josh Walfe, Shane Snider, Bobby Foggin, Brandon Halt
Dylan Ward, Jordan Hockman and Phayzon Whiia.

GOOD LUCK PATRIOTS!

From
Parkersburg
South Athletic
Department

statistician Bill

have a great administration
and the kids have been won-
derful. They're really hard-
working guys. We really
have a good group. We
haven't had any issues. It's
been a coach’s dream.”’

Ii's also been a dream
being back in the OVAC,

I love everything about
it,”” he said. ‘‘They're the
best people in the world.
We played ngainst

(Wheeling) Park  on
Tuesday night (a 58-43
semifinal victory) and it
was nice being home and
seeing a lot of familiar
faces. It's an honor to be in
the championship game.”’

There, the Mohigans (17-
3) will face a Patriots team
Tallmun is quite familiar
with,

‘““We played them two
times in three days in

Januery,” he explained.
The first meeling was o
64-60 Morgantown victory.
South (16-4) got revenge in
a big way two days later,
posting an 82-55 triumph.
**Most of the times we've
played them it’s been a real-
ly physical, up-and-down
game,’’ Patriots head coach
Mike Fallon snid. **The
team that has been more

Sae, 5A, Page 18
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Scarnecchia is averaging

upwards of 13 points a

game. Junior Patrick
Buchanan has also shined at
times with his ability to get
to the rim and checks in at
nearly 13 points a gamé as
well, Junior Danie]l Trouten
runs the offense from the
point-guard spot.

Trouten had a big night at
East Liverpool, scoring 23
points. Junior Brendan
Ferns rounds out the start-
ing lineup. He doesn’t look
to score, but he's an effec-
tive rebounder and good

defender.

*1 like where our guys are
(mentalty and physicaily) at
this point,” Clifford noted.
“The test of a team is how it
responds, and I like how we
respended after we lost to
Edison. * Qur kids have
stepped up and we're get-
ting production from a lot of
different kids.”

Off the bench, the Red
Devils primarily utilize 1.C.
Coleman, Luke Slavik and
Michael Monteroso.

Union Local has four
starters back from its

250 Bridgeport, Ohlo
740-6335-8897

“We have 35 yvears of experience”

tristateautoohio.com

GOOD LUCK TO ALL
TEAMS AT THE OVAC

CHAMPIONSHIPS!

OVAC 4A runner-up squad
a season ago. While the
Jets’ Dbackcourt makes
things go, Clifford is most
concerned with keeping

UL’s posts - Colton
McKivitz and David
Panlick — off the offensive
boards,

“We have to be able to
rebound the ball,” Clifford
said. “They’re a good scor-
ing team, but they also
rebound well, so we can’t
nllow a bunch of second and
third opportunities.”

Along with McKivitz and
Paulick on the interior, the
Jets boast a talented and
deep backcourt with junior
point guard Kaleb McDifiitt
leading the way. In last
year’'s conference final,
McDiffitt played sparingly
as he battled an injury.

This season, McDiffitt is
the Jets’ catalyst from the
point guard spot. He’s aver-
aging 17.4 points and is the
aren's best foul shooter at
92.5 percent.

Junior Trenton Tipton —
the area’s second-leading
foul shooter — averages
14.1 points a game. Gavin
Porter — an all-Ohioan in
2014 - rounds ont the
starting lineup. He's a shade
under 10 points a game.

Off the bench, the Jets
bring in Joel Mott, who has
really turned it on as a legit-
imate scoring threat. Junior
Colton Bumheimer is the
top sub for the two Jets’
bigs.
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physical and handied it the
best has came out on.top the
most days.”’

And the last time the two

teams met, it was South that
did so0. Can they do it again?
Fallon hopes-so.

“Winning the OVAC
Tournament and winning
the state championship were
two of the biggest goals we
wanted to achieve at the
start of the season,’’ he said.

South lost in the OVAC
semis last season, one year
removed from falling to
University in the final, This
year, Fallon brings a veter-
an group to Belmont
County.

“We're a veteran team,
but we're not blessed -with

great size,”’ ‘he soid. ‘‘But °

we're very long and have
more length than height."
* Cody Monroe is South’s
point guard. He averages
about nine points a game,
but is about more than
paoints, Fallon noted

*‘He’s kind of the engine

that makes us go,”’ he said.

“He only averages about
nine points a game. But if
you look at his stats, you see
six o seven assists per

game, 5ix to seven rebounds

and- four or five steals. per
gmnea

Fallon calls Ty Dobson
(14.5 ppg) the team’s best
shooter.

“When he crosses half
court, he’s one of those kids
that’s already in rminge,”” he

Step Sutherla

No. Name
0 Ty Dobson

1 . é
2 _ Garrett Hkeson
3. Cody:Monros
4. - Brad:Emerick "
B
13 err
20 Tyler Shahon
22 Dylan Ward

az Cod
alkesn Drl
42 Jaahua Wo‘lfe
Head Coach: Mike:Falion

MOBGANTOWN MOHIGANS

No, .~ Name: o eg ht Gr.
A Steven Solomon 6-3 11
4 Seth Ra 5-9. 10
5 .0 'Kenden Reaves - 6-6 10
10 - Antonio Morgano 510 N
13, - Felipe Castellanos 510 12
157 icky Solomon 510 10
21 Tyler Shipley 510 12
22 one Wolfle 6-5 12
23 Zakeem Davis 6-3 12
24 Maverick Wolfley 6-3 10
a1 Kenzie Melko 6-3 11 :
a2 C.J. King 6-6 12 .
33 Thomas Selby 6-3° 12
43 Elvin McNally 6-7 11
4 Jacob Workman 6-3 11

Head Coach: David Tallman
Asslstant coaches: Dennls Kerns, Denny Crouso,

PARKE saUn'@sonTrH PATRIOTS

Asslstant coaches! William M rshall,"Chris Hyson

Helght Gr.
6- 12 .
65 11
6-4 11
6-2 12
6-0 12 ;
12 .
6-0 11
:5-8. 11
u oo >12 .
B5-7 12
8-1 11
.8-5 11
w82 1
63+ 10
e 1

said. '
JR Kerr, who had a big
game in South’s .semifinal

victory - against
Steubenville, nverages
about 9.4 ppg. - '

Garrett Gilkeson leads
the team with about 15 ppg.
*‘That’s what I like about

this team,”’ Fallon -said.
*It’s like we have guys that
dverage 15, 13, 12 and 10
points a game. They re OK
with that. It's a pretty spe-
cial group.’

Fallon said he goes about
four deep off the bench,
with players such as Logan

Fryfogle, Cole Day and
Cody Monroe getting plenty
of playing time.

Tallman, meauwhllc,
said he sometimes goes 12
deep, depending on the situ-
ation.

*“They are long and ath-
letic,”” Fallon said of the
Mohigans. “‘They are one
of the biggest teams we've
seen all year.”

Tyler  Shipley and

Stephen  Solomon  are

-Morgantown’s guards.

Tallman said both players
missed the first month of
the season. Shipley has a 4-
to-1 assist to turnover ratio.

An inside presence is 6-4
junior Kenzie Melko. He is
joined in the post by 6-3
Zakeem Davis.

*‘Those guys like to get
out on the wing, get out and
dunk the ball,"”” Tallman

said. **They’re fun to
watch,”

Another key inside force
comes in the form of 6-6,
320-pound CJ King.

Tallman said Solomon
and Davis average about 14
points a game, while
Shipley and Melko record
about 10. Then the
Mohigans have Elvin
McNully coming off the
bench. .

Photo Provided -

MORGAN'I'OWN

PICTURED IS the 2014-15 Morgantown Mohlgans basketball team. In front, from lefi, are

Torin Hanson and Anlonlo Morgano. Siting, from lefi, are Sleven Solomon, Felipe

- Castellancs, Thomas Selby, CJ King, Stone Wolfley, Zakeasm Davis, Tyler Shipley and Nicky

Solomon, Standing, from lsft, ara Damien Crayne, Deon Agnaw, Elvin McNslly, coach

" .Dennis Kems, coach -Denny Crouso, Head Coach Dave Tallman, cosch Stephen
Sutherand, coach Matt Lemine, Kanzla Melko, Maverick Wolflay and Jacob Waorkman.

LET’S GO
MOHIGANS!

From The Morgantown High
School Athletic Department
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We can help you prepare for the season, and stay by your
side until the last game is played and beyond,




