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Amber LaMotte
Mackenzi Otto

Kierstyn Czuchran

Dallas Messenger
Brianna Diss
Lauren Swiger
Fran Capaldi
Alexis Burris
Marissa DeFallo
Caitlin Sliva
Haylee Bowers
Keri Renzler
Elise Smith
Katie Ellzy
Paige Geanangel
Cassady Jarvis
Ashlynne Daley

Coaches:

School

Bellaire St. John
St. Clairsville
Buckeye Local
Bellaire
Meadowbrook
Buckeye Local
Steubenville
Buckeye Trail
Indian Creek
Bellaire St. John
River
Bridgeport

East Liverpooi
Harrison Central
Indian Creek
Edison
Steubenville

Don Bethel — Harrison Central

Jim DiCarlo — Steubenville Catholic
Melissa Lahna — Bellaire

Jerry Magistro — Bellaire St. John

Pos.

CF
1B
1B
C
2B
SS
Oor
18
CF
3B
SS
SS
P/C/SS
P
P
1B
C
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Lynsi Bean Morgantown
Maggie Kaylor John Marshall
Jackie Gellner John Marshall
Skylar Carrington ~ Wheeling Park
Montana Mascio Weir Madonna
Paige Shriver Hundred
Morgan Vucelik John Marshall

Sydney Bennington Central

Jamie DeSantis University
Linda Hall Cameron
Abby Durig Magnolia
Hayley Jones Clay-Battelle
Cassie Barber Morgantown
Samantha Tate Weir

Abbi Namath John Marshall
Tess Fallova Bishop Donahue
Morgan Karnell Wheeling Park
Aubrey Platek Madonna
Coaches:

Chris Conti — Weir Madonna
Ed West — John Marshall
Rick Magruder — Wheeling Central

OF/1B
P/1B
2B
P/UTL
2B

SS

OF

SS/P
LF

C/3B
OF/C
LF/SS
CF
CF




The Ohio team which will compete in Wednesday’s OVAC All-Star Softball Game at
the I-470 Complex in Elm Grove, W. Va. includes, front row 1 to r, Amber LaMotte
of St. John Central, Mackenzi Otto of St. Clairsville, Kierstyn Czuchran of Buckeye

Swiger of Buckeye Local; second row, Fran Capaldi of Steabenville Catholic, Alexis
Burris of Buckeye Trail, Caitlin Sliva of St. John Central, Haylee Bowers of Rive
and Keri Renzler of Bridgeport; back row, coaches Don Bethel of Harrison Central
and Melissa Lahna of Bellaire, Katie Ellzy of Harrison Central, Monica Curtis of
River, Mcgan Heagmey of Shadyside, Cassady
Steubenville Catholic, and coaches Jim DiCarlo of Steubenville Catholiic and Jerry
Magistro of St. John Central. Ahsent were Marissa
Smith of East Liverpool and Paige Geanangel of Indian Creek.

Dallas Messenger of Bellaire, Brianna Diss of Meadowbrook and Lanren

Jarvis of Edison, Ashlynn Daley of
DeFallo of Indian Creek, Elise
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Buckeye OVAC’s

best win game 9-1

By JAKE FLATLEY
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Harrison
Central coach Don Bethel
knew exactly what he had on
the mound going into coaching
Ohjo in the OVAC All-Star
softball game with Katie Ellzy
and Paige Geanangel.

After all, he coached Ellzy
and faced Geanangel and Indi-
an Creek during the season.

Ellzy and Geanangel com-
bined for 14 strikeouts in nine
innings of work to shutdown
West Virginia and give Ohio a
9-1 victory.

“I have seen both of them
gitch for four years now,”

ethel said. *T knew they had
their work cut out for them but
they were both on tonight.
Katie threw exceptionally well
and threw hard. Paige certainly

had a master of all of her pitch-- |

es tonight. They led us to victo-

No runs were scored until
the top of the fourth when East
Liverpool's Elise Smith batted
in Indian Creek’s Marissa
DeFallo. Buckeye Local’s Lau-
ren Swiger tripled in Smith and
Ohio led 2-0in the fourth.
Swiger finished with three hits
and two RBL .

Ohio drove in three more
runs in the top of the sixth to
cushion its lead. River's Haylee
Bowers led the sixth off with a
triple and scored next batter
when Buckeye Local’s Kier-
styn Czuchran got on by an
error. Another error was com-
mitted by West Virginia when
St. John’s Amber LaMotte
ripped one to second as
Czuchran crossed home plate,

tPlease see OHIO,
=~ Page 17)
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Edison’s Cassady Jarvis
almost tacked on two more
runs with a home run but
g]e ballhbit tl‘lje fence on the

as she ended up with an
R%I double to mﬂie it 6-0
Ohio.

“West Virginia had a |
very talented lineup up and
down and our girls came
through,” Bethel said. “We
got a little help from their
defensive side too, lets face
it. But we had two strong
efforts by two excellent
pitchers. We were fortunate
to have those two on our
side and pitching about 90
percent of the time beats

good hitting, Tonight our
pitching ruled.”
Ohic blew the doors
wide open in the seventh
with another three-run
inning to make it 9-0. St.
John’s Caitlin Sliva|
cracked an RBI double,
Smith flew to an RBI triple,
and Swiger had an RBI sin-
gle to give Ohio the com-
manding lead.
The shutout was broken
by West Virginia in the
bottom of the seventh
inning when Morgantown’s
Lynst Bean singled in Uni-
versity’s Jamie DeSantis
after DeSantis started the '
inning off with a single.
West Virginia finished with
six hits, all being singles.
Bishop Donahue’s Tess
Fallova was the only player
on West Virginia with mul-
tiple hits as she had two
singles.
“We faced two good
itchers but it was just an
onor to coach all these
ladies,” West Virginia and
Madonna coach Chris
Conti said. “They had good

itching and we just didn’t
ﬁit the ball as well as I
thought we could today but
it was a lot of fun.”

Ohio finished with 11
hits including three triples.
Ellzy and Geanangel were
honored with OVAC Player
of the Year awards with
Ellzy’s coming in 4A and
Geanangel coming in 5A.
Ohio was coached b
Bethel, Steubenville
Catholic’s Jim DiCarlo,
Bellaire's Melissa Lahna,
and St. John's Jerry Mag-
istro.

Conti won the OVAC
Coach of the Year and was
presented with the award
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“West Virginia had a
very talented lineup up and
down and our girls came
through,” Bethel said. “We
got a little help from their
defensive side too, lets face
it. But we had two strong
efforts by two excellent
pitchers. We were fortunate
to have those two on our
side and pitching about 90
percent of the time beats
good hitting. Tonight our
pitching rujed,”

Ohio blew the doors
wide open in the seventh
with another three-run
inning to make it 9-0. St.
John's Caitlin  Sliva
cracked an RBI double,
Smith flew to an RBI triple,
and Swiger had an RBI sin-
gle to give Ohio the com-
manding lead.

The shutout was broken
by West Virginia in the
bottom of the seventh
inning when Morgantown’s
Lynsi Bean singled in Uni-
versity’s Jamie DeSantis
after DeSantis started the
inning off with a single.
West Virginia finished with
six hits, all being singles,
Bishop Donahue's Tess
Fallova was the only player
on West Virginia with mul-
tiple hits as she had two
singles.

“We faced two good

itchers but it was just an

onor to coach all these

ladies,” West Virginia and
Madonna coach Chris
Conti said. “They had good
Eitching and we just didn't

it the ball as well as I
thought we could today but
it was a lot of fun.”

Ohio finished with 11
hits including three triples.
Ellzy and Geanangel were
honored with OVAC Player
of the Year awards with
Ellzy’s coming in 4A and

Geanangel coming in 5A.

Ohio was coached by
Bethel, Steubenville
Catholic’s Jim DiCarlo,
Bellaire's Melissa Lahna,
and St. Jobn’s Jerry Mag-
istro,

Conti won the OVAC
Coach of the Year and was
presented with the award
during the game. He was

. helped in coaching West

Viuﬂfinia by John Mar-
's Ed West and Wheel-
ing Central's Rick Magrud-
&L,

“This was a great honor
when all the coaches in the
OVAC vote for you,” Conti
said. “This is a great con-
ference for high school ath-
letics. When you win some-
thing like that I am very
honored.”

Buckeye OVAC’s

best win game 9-1

By JAKE FLATLEY
Staff Writer

WHEELING ~ Harrison
Central coach Don Bethe)
knew exactly what he had on
the mound going into coaching
Ohio aﬁn the O thAC All-Star
softhall game with Katie Ellzy
and Paige Geanangel,

After all, he coached
and faced Geanangel and Indi-
an Creek during the season.

Ellzy and Geanangel com-
bined tor 14 strikeouts in nine
innings of work to shutdown
West Virginia and give Ohio a
9-1 victory.

“I have seen both of them
BitCh for four years now,”

ethel said. “T knew they had
their work cut out for them but
they were both on tonight,
Katie threw excepptiona]ly well
and threw hard, Paige certainly
had a master of all of her pitch-
es Lom'ght They led us to victo-

No runs were scored until
the top of the fourth when East
Liverpool's Elise Smith batted
in Indian Creek’s Marissa
DeFallo. Buckeye Local’s Lau-
ren Swiger tripled in Smith and
Ohio led 2-0 in the fourth.
Swiger finished with three hits
and two RBL .

Ohio drove in three more
runs in the top of the sixth to
cushion its lead. River’s Haylee
Bowers led the sixth off with a
triple and scored next batter
when Buckeye Local’s Kier-
styn Czuchran got on by an
error. Another error was com-
mitted by West Virginia when
St. John's Amber LaMotte
ripped one to second as
Czuchran crossed home plate.

tPlease see OHIO,
" Page 17)

Photo by Jake Flatiey
Meadowbrook's Brianna
Diss squares to bunt dyr-
ing Wednesday’s OVAC
All-Star softball game in

Wheeling.




ST. JOHN Central’s Caitlin Sliva, centst, is congratulated by Steubenville Catholic coach Jim DiCarlo after she scored a
run Wednesday night. She also had an RBI double.

Pitching boosts Ohio |

- Ellzy, Geanangel lead Buckeyes in 9-1 triumph

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

ELM GROVE — Good pitching will
beat good hitting most of the time. It did
Wednesday night in the annual Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference All-Star
Softball Game,

Ohio, with a pair of NCAA Division 1
recruits chalking up 15 strikeouts and
scattering five singles, rolled past West
Virginia, 9-1, before a huge turnout at
cloud-covered Lisa's Field at the I-470
J.B. Chambers Youth Sports Complex.

Harrison Central’s Katie Ellzy (Robert
Morris) fanned eight in her five innings of
work, and Indian Creek's Paige
Geanangel (Youngstown State) finished
up with seven punchouts. The pair have HARRISON CENTRAL'S Katie Ellzy works to the plate Wednesday night in the
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By KIM NORTH
'ﬁynes Leader Sports Writer

ELM GROVE — Good pitching will
beat goad hitting most of the time. It did
Wednesday night in the annual Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference All-Star

1 Game. )
So(f)tl;u:%, with a pair of NCAA Division 1
recruits chalking up 15 strikeouts and
scattering five singles, rolled past West
Virginia, 9-1, before 2 huge turnout at
cloud-covered Lisa's Field at the 1-470
1.B. Chambers Youth Sports Complex.

Harrison Central’s Katie Ellzy (Robert
Morris) fanned eight in her five innings of
work, and Indian Creek’s Paige
Geanangel (Youngstown State) ﬁ_mshed
up with seven punchouts. The pair have

T-L
he plate Wednesday night in the
mepon Lisa's Field at the J.B.

! t
ARRISON CENTRAL'S Katle Elizy works to
ghio Vailey Athletic Conference All-Star Ga

five OVAC Player of the Year awards
bletween them, with Ellzy finishing her

Chambers Youth Sports Complex in Em Grove.

rep career with three straight in Class
IJju"i,pv.'hilc Geanangel has the last two In

Class 5A. )
“With two pitchers like that, we

shounld’'ve won,” Harrison Central’s

Donnie Bethel, who served as Ohio’s head
coach after guiding the Huslfles_to the
Class 4A championship, said. “Katie real-
ly held them down until we could get our

bats going, and then Paige came in and
shut the door.”

Ses, OHIO, Page C2
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*My rise balls and changeups were
really working tonight,” Elizy, who
signed with Robert Morris prior to
her junior season with the Huskics.
“It felt good tonight because 1 never
pitch well on this field.”

Geanangel said it was her drop
pitches that were the most cffective.

“1 was just trying to get them to hit
ground balls as much as possible,”
she said. “Coming in alter Katie I was
a little nervous. I didn't want her to
show me up too bad.”

The Buckeye State scored all the
runs they would need with two in the
top of the fourth. Indian Creek’s
Marissa DeFalio singled to center
with one out and stole second. She
went (o third on a throwing error and
scored when East Liverpool’s Elise
Smith reached on another fielding
miscue. Smith would round the bases
when Buckeye Local’s Lauren
Swiger tripled to the fence in right-
center, making it 2-0,

A trio of errors Dby the
Mountaineers and two extra-base hits
by Ohio bumped the count to 5-0 in
the sixth. River's Hlaylee Bowers lad
off with a triple one pitch after her
fou! pop was dropped. Buckeye
Local's Kierstyn Czuchran hit a
grounder that was too hot to handle as
Bowers scored. Amber LaMotte, of
St. John Central, reached on the third
miscuc of the frame as Czuchran
came across. LaMotte, after stealing
second, raced home when Cassady
Jarvis doubled to deep left-center.

Three more tallies in the seventh
all but sealed the deal as the margin

ballooned to 8-0. St. John Central’s
Caitlin Sliva doubled in a run, while
Smith tripled her in. Swiger legped
out an inficld single as Smith touched
the plate.

West Virginia scored an unearned
run in thic bottom of the seventh to
avoid being shutowt. University’s
Jamic DeSantis scored on an error.

Czuchran's inficld single off a div-
ing Abby Durig, of Magnolia allowed
Bowers to score the final run in the
lop of the ninth.

The Mountaineers threatened in the
botfom of the ninth, loading the bases
with one out. However, Geanangel
struck the next batter out and got a
comebacker to end the game.

Ohio banged out o dozen hits, with
five of them going for exira bases.
Swiger and Bowers both finished
with two singles and a triple, with
Swiger knocking in two runs.

“It feels good. 1'm glad 1 could cnd
my senior season hitting like I did
and not on a bad note,” Swiger said.
“I'm glad we got the win. I'm glad
we beat them.”

Bowers, who will attend
Muskingum University along with
Czuchran, was giad to contribute.

“It was definitely a good experi-
cnce to be a part of,” she said, “I'm
glad I got to wear my (River) uniform
one morc time.”

Madonna’s Cris Conti, who led the
Blue Dons to the Class A champi-
onship and was named the OVAC
Softbali Coach of the Year, said
pitching, errors and the lack of timely
hitting hurt the Mountaineers.

*“Thosc girls are both good pitchers
and we knew that coming in,™ he
said. “It’s tough fo hit against good
pitching like that. There were a cou-
ple of innings there were crrors hurt
us, but they’re all all stars and you're
poing to make a4 mistake here and
there.

“Ohio hit the bail when they had to
and we had some runners on, but just
couldn’t come up with the clutch hit.”

GAME NOTES

® The remaining Players of the
Year that are underclassmen were
also recognized between innings.
They were Madonna's Katie Gasvoda
(Class A); Steubenville Central’s
Alex McComb (Class AA); and
River’s Rosey Romick (Class 3A).

B Volunteering their time as pame
umpires were Jon Hamm (plate);
Mike Rine and Greg Sanders (bascs).

W Durig had the defensive play of
the game while playing sccond hase
in the ninth inning. She ranged for to
her left to field a grounder by the
speedy LaMotte, and MMipped it back-
handed to Wheeling Park’s Skylar
Carrington at first.

W LaMotte also turned in a web
gem when she made a diving catch in
shallow right-center to rob Weir's

Samantha Tate of a hit in the sixth.
Ohlo 9, West Virginia 1
Ohia 000203301 — 912 3
W.Va. 000000100 - 1 55
OH—Ellzy wp (BK, DBB), Geanangel (6), (7K,
1BB) and Daley, Messengar (6); Swiger 25, T,
2rbi; Bowers 25, T, Czuchran S, rhi; Jarvis D, Thi;
Sliva D, rbl; Smith T, rbi
WVa—Hall Ip (3K, OW), Carrington {5}, (1K,
1BB), Hali (8) and Barber, Hameth (5}, Barber (3)
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ALL-STARS SET TO TAKE THE FIELD

Photos by Seth Staskey
A.BOVE Shown above s the Ohlo team which will compete in Munday s OVAC George Kovalick All-
- Star Game at Vaccaro Field in Steubenville, Front row, from left, are Ty Ramsay of Bellaire, Hunter
"~ Woestlake of Bellalre, Parker Dyson of Bridgeport, Bailey McGrath of Bridgeport, Jaden Border of Celd-
well, Kyler McEMresh of Caldwell, Austin Horan of Edison, Austin Kowalski of Harrison Central, Kalub
Mitchell of Harrison Central and Jimmy Bolyog of Indian Creek; back row, coach D.J. Butler of Bar-
nesville, Cole Yeater of Indian Creek, Kaleb Baire of Martins Ferry, Lucas Lloyd of Martins Ferry, Ryan
- Busby of St. Clairsville, Daniton Freeman of St. Clalrsville, Michael “Zuke’* Jacob of St. Clairsville, Nick
* Ivkoyich of Steubenville Catholic, Chris Murphy of Steubenville Catholic, Nate Stewart of Toronto and
coach John Pollek of Bellalre. Absent was Travis Wolfe of Steubenville. ' BELOW: Shown below is the
_ Ohlo team which will compete In Wednesday’s OVAC All-Star Game at Lisa’s Fleld at the Chamber’s I-.
470 Complex. Front row, from left, are Amber LaMotte of St. John Central, Mackenzi Otto of St.
Clairsville, Kierstyn Czuchran of Buckeye Local, Dallas Messenger of Bellaire, Brimma Diss of Meadow-
brook and Lauren Swiger of Buckeye Local; second ¥ow, Fran Capaldi of Steubenville Catholic, Alexis
Burris of Buckeye Trail, Caltlin Sliva of St. John Central, Haylee Bowers of Rive and Kerl Renzler of
Bridgeport; back row, coaches Don Bethel of Harrison Central and Melissa Lahna of Bellaire, Katie Ellzy
of Harrison Central, Monica Curtis of River, Megan Heagney of Shadyside, Cassady Jarvis of Edison,
Ashlynn Daley of Steubenville Catholic, and coaches Jim DiCarlo of Steubenville Catholic and Jerty
' Magistro of St. John Central. Absent were Marissa DeFallo of Indian Creek, Ellse Smith of East Liver-
pool and Paige Geanangel of Indian Creek. ,




