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T-L H STASKEY
ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Zach Ollver kicks the ball toward the
net as East Liverpool's Dallas Brewer defends. The Red
Devils defeated the Potters in Saturday’s OVAC Class 4A
championship match at Wheeling Island Stadium In a
shootout.. Additional images may be found at
cu.timesleaderoniine.com

St. C. wins 4A OVAC
crown in a shootout

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

WHEELING - Ninety
minutes wasn’t enough to
decide Saturday’s Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference Class 4A
boys' soccer tournament cham-
pionship between top-seeded
East Liverpool and No. 2 seed
St. Clairsville,

The Potters (3-3-0) and Red
Devils (9-1-1) went to penalty
kicks to decide the intense con-
test, with the Belmont
Countians prevailing, 2-1, in
the shootout on the artificial
surface at Wheeling Island
Stadium.

Deadlocked at 1 after 80
minutes of regulation time and
a pair of 5-minute overtime ses-
sions, St. Clairsville scored on
all of four of its penalty kicks,
while backup goalkeeper

“I HAD all the confidence
in the world in the kids

when we went into penal-
ty kicks.” ‘

- Gary Watt
St C. Head Coach

Jonathan Bartolo denied the
third and fourth kicks he faced
to secure the Red Devils first-
ever OVAC soccer title.

“T had all the confidence in
the world in the kids when we
went into the penalty kicks,” St.
Clairsvilie head coach Gary
Watt allowed. “We practice
penalty kicks every day, so our
kids — top to bottom — know
what to do, We’'re confident
that we caz put every one of
them in the net.”

See, ST. C., Page C2
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St. Clairsville senior Zach Oliver blasted the ball into
the right side of the net for the first penalty-kick goal, but
the Potters’ Klayton Kosek, who didn’t play a minute of
regulation or OT, also found the net. ‘

Junior Lucas Heidelbach put the Red Devils back ahead
in the second round when his laser along the rug scooted
underneath a diving EL goalkeeper Zack Adkins. Once
again, the Potters responded as Alex Pofts’ shot trickled
off of a diving Bartolo’s fingers and into the cage.

In the third round, Jacob Hawthorne, a Red Devils® jun-
ior, slowly rolled the ball along the turf into the bottom
right corner as Adkins’ diving effort came up short,

That’s when Bartolo stood tall between the pipes. The
senior was forced into action just prior to the midway
point of the first half when junior Devan Case suffered a
right leg injury after colliding with East Liverpool’s Tyler
Recktenwald and had to be helped off the field.

Bartolo’s first huge save came against Shane Talbott
when he smothered a hard drive right at him. Merrick
Malin, a senior, gave the Red Devils a 4-2 advantage
when his bullet deflected off of Adkins’ hands and tickled
the net, setting the stage for Bartolo's heroics.

Nykolas Pelley’s shot was batted away by the Red
Devils’ senior, touching off a wild celebration among his
teammates and in the stands by the large St. C. contin-
gent: "

“We talk about that all the time,” Watt explained of
Bartolo coming off the bench and doing the job. “When
you're number is called and you have to come in and per-
form, you’ve got to perform at the highest level. Jonathan
Bartolo did that today. .

“He didn’t back down and he wasn’t intimidated. He
was well-prepared, as Devan is, and he showed it. He
came in and did the job for us'under tough circum-
stances.”

For Bartolo, it was all in his job description.

“I was hoping that all the work I've done in practice
would kick in, ‘and it did,” Bartolo said. “I was confident
going into the shootout because we practice penalty kicks
a lot. I was pretty focused.”

Things didn’t start off too well for Bartolo, however.
On the very first play in which he was involved, he turned
the ball over deep in his own box, but the Ben Adams
fired the ball over top of the cage. ‘

East Liverpool finally broke the scoreless battle when
Briar Megk finished a corner kick from Pelle at 23:30 of
the opening half. The score would remain that way at the
haif despite a couple of golden opportunities by the Red
Devils, including Jordan Vincent’s shot that caromed. off
the crossbar in the final minute.

St. Clairsville took advantage of an unfortunate bounce
by the Potters to draw even. Vincent volleyed the ball
deep into the East Liverpool box where Talbott headed it.
However, the ball went right past a stunned Adkins and
into the back of the net at 26:56 of the second half,
Vincent was credited with the goal as he was the last St.
Clairsville player to touch the ball,

Each team had a couple of opportunities over the final
few minutes, but each goalkeeper was up to the task.

“I'm just real proud of this team,” Watt added.
“They’ve stuck together all season long and it paid off

today. ' .
“They’re a great team to be around because of the way
they play and their sportsmanship. I love them.” -

Bartolo finished with seven saves on eight shots, while
Case stopped the only one he saw. Adkins made 20 Stops.
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Phato by Ky
Wheeling Park’s Liz Nickell {3) moves in on f
defense as Brooke’s Jena Riccelli tries to !
fend Ler off Saturday In St. Clairsville, !

Park Beats
Brooke For
5-A Crown

Schultz Scores Twice, Has
An Assist in 3-1 Victory

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE ~ For girls' soccer,
Wheeling Park and Brooke always play great
games against each other that they formed a
respected rivalry. In the OVAC Class 5-A soc-
cer championship game at Red Devils stadium,
it was no different.

The Patriots (9-2-3) scored three unan-
swered goals to defeat the Bruins, 3-1.

“The game was intense as we thought it was
going to be,” Patriots coach Luke Hladek said,
‘That team and us, we are going to battle every
time we are on the field. It's not alwa s the
most technically pretty game in the wor d, but
it’s constantly intense and constaatly physical.

“It's always up in the air about who is going
to come out 1 front.”

In the opening minutes of the game the Bru-
ins took the lead when Cheyenne Hudson
headed the ball in the net wid); 35:28 on the
clock to put the score at 1-0,

“I don’t think we were under any illusions
that we were going to run away with it,”
Hladek said. “We knew we may go down. I

See, Park, Page B2
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An Assist in 3-1 Victory

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - For girls’ soccer,
Wheeling Park and Brogke always play great
games against each other that they formed a
Tespected rivalry. In the OVAC Class 5-A soc-
cer championship game at Red Devils stadium,
it was no different.

The Patriots (9-2-3) scored three unan-
swered goals to defeat the Bruins, 3-1.

“The game was intense as we thought it was
going to be,” Patriots coach Luke Hladek said.
“That team and us, we are going to battle every
time we are on the field, It's not aJwalys the
most technically pretty game in the wor d, but
it’s constantly intense and constantly physical.

“It’s always up in the air about whe is going
to come out In front.”

In the opening minutes of the game the Bru-
ins took the lead when Chfgenne Hudson
headed the ball in the net wi 35:28 on the
clock to put the score at 1-0.

“I don’t think we were under any illusions
that we were poing to run away with it,”
Hladek said. “We knew we may go down. I

See, Park, Page B2

Photo by Kyle Lutz
Linsly’s Miya Kureishy (10} handles the ball
amid the defense of Madonna’s Mikaels
Lenhart (21) and Dekota McCombs,

Linsly Girls Too
Much for WM

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE —~ The excitement of
the Linsly-Madonna game made it feel even
more like a championship game as the crowd
was in it the whole 80 minutes. In the last
(g:ame of the day at Red Devils Stadium, the

adets scored four goals in the second half to
answer the Blue Dons’ two second-half goals
and went on to win the OVAC 1A/3A girls®
. Soccer championship, 5-2.

“I thought we played really well in the first
half,” Cadets ( 11-2) coach Chelsea Miazgow-
icz said. “I was a little bit worried there for a
bit in the second half, but our girls were able to
work together and get a bunch of shots off, I
WaasI S0 proud of them being able to get five
goals.”

Linsly was able to ﬂ%et on the board first with
a Kaitlin Snyder goal with 29:32 left. Grace

See, Linsly, Page B2
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think we always knew it
could be something like
that. Cheyenne is so quick
and they're so physical that
they could get a goal any-
where, at anytime. It's
never an easy thing, bu
you have (o be ready fo
respond.”

That's exacly what the
Patriots did.

About nine minutes
later, Lauren Shultz
attemipted {o tie the game,
but the ball bounced off
the goalie, and like on
Thursduy against Parkers-
burg South, Valerie Julian
was in the right place at the
right time as she kicked it
into the back of the net on
the rebound to tie the gume
at -1 with 26:16 to go.

Tihe Pairiots took the
lead 2-1 when Shultz
scored on a puss from u
teamniate from midfield
that she headed in. It ended
up being the final goal of
the half, as Wheeling Park
went to the sidelines with
! the one-goal advantage,

En the first 10 minutes
of the second half, the Bru-
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ins had a chance to tie the
game. Lauren Allobell had
an open look at the net, but
the ball went just left of the
froal post.

About 10 minutes Iater,
the Patriots respondeqd
when Shultz iced the game
with her second goul to put
her team up 3-1.

“These girls and our
girls always enjoy playing
one another,” Brooke
couch Lee Weppler said,
“We have a lot of respect
for each other. I's always
guing to be a hard-fought
game. ‘

"I just did not have my
girls mentally ready to
play, and it showed out
there.

“Wheeling Park was
ready to play.”

Shultz accouuted for ull
three gouls with her two
scores and the assist,

“She's everywhere,”
Hladek said. “1'm very for-
inate to have fMreslimen
come in here and make an
impact like she did. Her,
Morcgan Glass and Jada
Taylor played significant
minutes for us and we very
solid, which is very excit-
ing Tor the future, But alse,
they're able to come in and
make an impact, and put
the time in to help every-
body else out. Lauren is a
special player, and she is
Zoing to continue to devel-
op into one.”

“It was a fun game,”
Shultz said.

"I thought we played
good, and we reaily want-
ed it. Brooke is o very
good team.”

This was (he second
time this year that the two
teams played. In the first
meeting, Brooke got the
best of Wheeling Park,
winning 3-2.

This may not be the last
meeting this year, Both
coaches know there is g
very good chance they will
see each other in the sce-
tionuls.

“It's a great chance that
we are gomyg to pliy them
again,” Weppler said. “1'm
tooking forward to playing
them again. With the series
tied at one.

“Next time we play
them, we will be mentaily
prepared.”
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OVAC soccer
changes format;
Begins Monday

By KIM NORTH '
Times Leader Sporis Writer

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference will crown six
champions next Saturday as the soccer championships —~
boys and girls — unfold this week.

The tournament, which is broken down into three divi-
sions (5A, 4A, 1A-3A), begins Mondoy with semifinal
action at the higher-seeded team’s home field.

The OVAC Tournament replaces the OVAC Cup,
which crowned just one boys champion and one girls
champion for the past several seasons.

Locaily, St. Clairsville (7-1-1) earned the boys’ Closs
4A No. 2 seed behind East Liverpool (8-1-0)
despite doubling up the visiting Potters, -

6-3, Thursday night.

“East Liverpool has a very good
team, but we played a very good
game against them,” St. Clairsville
head coach Gary Watt said.

The Red Deviis will host third-
seeded Edison (4-5-0) Wednesday at -
Red Devils Stadium in a 5:45 p.m. start.
5t. Clairsville rolled past the Wildcats, 11-0, in recent
action.

“We really didn’t expect to win like that against
Edison,” Watt admitted. “They usually play us pretty
tight, but we’ve been playing pretty well of late.”

Seniors Zach Oliver and Zach Rigby are a pair of
forces on the offensive end for St. Clairsville, as is sopho-
more Jordan Vinceat. Oliver has scored 25 goals this sea-
son, but suffered an undisclosed right hand injury late in
the first half against the Potters.

The other 4A semifinal pits No. 4 Harrison Central {5-
5-0) against East Liverpooi, also on Monday night, at
Potter Stadium.

Beaver Local (6-5-0) finished third but didn’t have
enough games against OVAC opponents to qualify.

In other boys' action Monday, Class 5A No. 4 seed
Steubenville (7-2-1) egtertains No. 1 University (6-1-1)
on the Reno Field turf inside Harding Stedium on
Monday, while fourth-seeded Magnolia (2-4-1) and No. 1
Linsly (8-2-0) square off on the artificial surface at
Wheeling Island Stadium in a 1A-3A semi.

On Tuesday, third-seeded Morgantown (8-2) travels to
Jimmy Carey Stadium to meet No. 2 seed Weir (7-0-1) in
a 5A semifinal. Also on Wednesday in 1A-3A, second-
seeded Tyler Consolidated (6-3-1) welcomes No. 3
Steubenville Catholic (3-4-0).

The 4A finals kickoff Saturday’s tripleheader at 10
a.m., with 5A at noon and 1A-3A at 2 p.m.

In girls’ action, Harrison Central (2-6-2) earned the
fourth seed and will travel to 4A top-seed East Liverpool
on Tuesday. Also, top-seeded Brooke (9-0-1) hosts No. 4
Steubenville (6-3-1) in 5A, while No. 4 Trinity Christian
{6-3-0) treks to No. 1 Linsly (9-1-0).

On Thursday, No. 2 Wheeling Park (7-2-2) entertains
No. 3 Parkersburg South (6-3-1) in a SA semifinal, while
No. 3 Ozk Glen (5-4-1) and No. 2 Edison (5-4-1) clash .
in 4A in Richmond. The 1A-3A semifinal in Weirton has
Nn 2 Madannn (R-3-0) hastine Na 3 Wheeline Centrat




Cadets Boys Pocket Title

By MATTHEW PEASLEE
' Sports writer

WHEELING - Unlike most
small-school coaches in the area,
Linsly’s Eric Fries opposes the new
format of the OVAC soccer tourna-
ment.

That’s not to say he will diminish
the Cadets’ 4-1 victory against
Steubenville Catholic Central in the
Class 1-A/3-A championship game
on Saturday at Wheeling Island Sta-
dium.

“Winning our division and the
OVAC title was one of our goals this
year and we accomplished that,”
Fries said. “T wish there was some-
thing bigger and better, like c}:rlay"ing
the whole OVAC like we did in the
past.

“This one was a nice proving
p‘Oi_nL"

In previous years, teams were not
broken up into three classifications
when playing for the title. Last year,
Linsly fell to Morgantown in the

Photo by Matthew Peaslee
Sung Bek Yoo (11) and Mason -
George celebrate Linsly’s OVAC
championship victery. ‘
championship game. This year, Mor-
gantown won the Class 5-A tourna-
ment. :

The Cadets (10-3-1) beat the

See, Cadets, Page B2

CADETS

Continued from page B/

Mohigans, 3-2, in their third

game of the season.

a good win.”
Mason George got the

Linsly has also played and
beat other top teams n West
Virginia like Fairmont Sen-
ior, Parkersburg South and
Martinsburg,

“We've played the big
schools,” Fries said. “We
don’t have a soft schedule,
we ptay hacd throughout and
we want to compele with the
best teams; we love doing
it.”

Saturday’s game against
the Crusaders was just anoth-
er stilf test.

“Steubenville Central
pluycd hard,”™ Fries said.
*They brought it until the
end and we had to match it,
It was a nice expetience and

Linsly offense goiny early
with a goal less than scven
minutes in, Colin Riley was
credited with the assist.

“[f was nice to get on the
bourd quick and early so we
could sit back and enjoy the
rest ol the game,” George
said.

He scored again, 13 min-
utes later, on an assist from
Cory Cunninghain. George
has 24 gouls on the season
— the scnior, one of 12 on
Linsly’s roster, scored 28 in
2013

He’s gunning for the
school-record of 39,

George knows better than
anyone that solid team chem-
istry has contributed to his
individual success.

“We have a really good
midlield,” George said.
“We’ve been playing togeth-
er for a while now. Collin
(Rilcy), Sung Bok (Yoo),
Manucl (Flores), Cory (Cun-
ningham). They all con-
tribute and they all know

- where to be. It makes finding

lanes easy.”

Cunningham scored on a
George assist at the 13:52
matk of the first half to give
the Cadets a 3-0 lead.

But Catholic Centrul {4-5;
answered with a goal at the
6:51 muark of the first as
Mikey Lrvin stuck with a ball
10 feet away from the goal

~ before taking it in Jor the

score.



