UNION LOCAL'S
Cori Mediey
makes her way to
third for a triple
during Thursday
night's OVAC All-
Star Softball
Game at the J.B.
Chambers Youth
Sports Complex
in Elm Grove as
John Marshall’s
Sissy Gaorgs
looks on.
Additional images
can be viewed at
cu.timesleaderont
ine.com
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lountaineers post rally

. Chabman’s blast gives
West Virginia 8-7 triumph

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

WHEELING '— With one mighty
swing of her bat, Mallory Chapman left
her mark on the OVAC All-Star Softball
Game Thursdny night.

With her West Virginia team trailing
7-5, the left-handed hitting Magnolia
grad sent a 3-2 pitch from Beaver
Local’s Maranda Kiddey over the fence
in straightaway centerfield to give the
Mountaineers a come-from-behind, 8-7,
victory over Ohio before a huge turnout

on Lisa's Field at the I-470 J.B.
Chambers Complex. .

“I knew it was a 3.2 count and she
(Kiddey) had to give me something to
hit,” Chapman, a Wheeling Jesuit
University recruit, said of her 19th
career high school home run. “T was just
being aggressive at the plate, and it paid
off

“It’s a good feeling,” she said of the
team’s win. “These past four years have
been really fun and I love our team.
There was no way better to end it than
with a win.”

It didn’t look as though West Virginia
was going to get that ‘W' as the
Buckeyes, who led 2-0 after one inning,

rallied from a 5-2 deficit with a run in
the bottom of the sixth and four in the
seventh for a 7-5 advantage.

Hannah Absalom, St. John Central’s
three-time all-stater, choci)ped a two-out
single through the left side of the infield
to get Ohio to within 5-3. She then stole
second and went to third when the ball
got away, but could advance no further.

The Buckeyes recorded five straight
hits to open the seventh. Kiddey ignited
the uprising with a leadoff single to
right. Indian Creek’s Alexis Monroe sin-
gled inside the third base bag as Kiddey
hustled to third. Monroe zlertly took
second on the throw to third,

See, RALLY, Page B2

Area seniors go out strong [

Figura, the Red Devils’ hitting machine,
reached base all three times she went to the

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer
WHEELING - The conclusion of

Thursday night’s OVAC All-Star Softball
Game also broughit to an end the careers of
several outstanding senior players from

Eastern Ohio.

Two of them, St. Clairsville’s Lauren
Figura and St. John Central’s Hannah
Absalom ended their prep careers with fine
performances, albeit in an 8-7 loss to West
Virginia on Lisa’s Field at the 1-470 1.B,

Chambers Complex.

a 2-0 lead.

good today. I can’t complain.™

West Virginia Northern.
See. SENIORS. Paaa B2

plate. She singled twice and smacked a two-
run double to the fence in right-center with
one out in the first inning that staked Ohio to

“It was a very mice way to end my career
in the Ohio Valley,” Figura said, noting that
she will take part in this weekend’s district
all-star game in Cambridge. “I did pretty

. 1
Figura said she will major in radiology at ST, CLAIRSVILLE'S Lauren

Figura enjoys a fun moment
in tha At
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River's Gabby Goudy laid down a
bunt that was fielded and threw late to
first as Kiddey scored. Monroe raced
home when the ball was mishandled,
tying the game. Buckeye Local’s
Karlee Leonard laced a triple to the
gap in right-center as Goudy scurried
around the bases to give Ohio a 6-5
edge. On the very next pitich,
Cambridge’s Hallie Stocker singled to
center as Leonard scored to make it
7-5.

After Kiddey recorded the first out
in the top of the eighth, John
Marshall’s Sissy George legged out
an infield single. Left-handed hitting
Ashleigh Sidon, of Wheeling Park,
looped her second single of the game
to left, setting the stage for
Chapman’s heroics.

“Overall, I thought it was a well-
played game,” West Virginia head
coach Ed West, of John Marshall,
said. “I thought all of the pitchers
pitched well, and ! think each team
made a couple of mistakes that
allowed the other a run or two.

“But, other than that, I'm glad to
come away with a win,” he said with
a smile,

The Buckeyes had one last chance
in the ninth as St. Clairsville’s Lauren
Figura singled down the rightfield
line leading off. She gave way to
courtesy runner Maddy Gulan, who
went to second on a wild pitch and
third on a groundout. She would be
stranded there as Chapman, who start-
ed inside the circle and worked the
first three innings, got a game-ending
strikeout to also earn the save,

“It's an all-star game. What more
could you ask for,” Chio and

TL Pholo/MIKE PALMER
ST. JOHN'S Hannah Absalom works to the plate Thursday.

Steubenville Big Red head coach Gus
DiMarzio said. “It was a fun game (0
watch and it was an enjoyable game
to coach.”

Madonna's Amanda Paul had a
run-scoring double for the
Mountaineers, while Chapman also
singled. Wheeling Park’s Kelsi
Johnson had a pair of singles and
George drove in a run with a bases-
loaded walk.

Figura led all hitters in the game
with two singles, a double and two
runs batted in. Union Local's Cori
Medley had a triple.

Absalom struck out four and didn’t
walk a batter in her three-inning stint,
Groudy had a pair of Ks and three free
passes in her trio of frames, while
Kiddey logged a 2-2 line.

Chapman finished with eight

strikeouts and no walks. Brooke's
Kaylee Kuchinski pitched the middle
four innings to get the win. She
fanned five and didn’t walk a batter.

OVAC All-Star Game
{at Lisa’'s Fleld
1-470 J.B. Chambers Complex)
West Virginia 8, Ohio 7
West Virginia 011 300 030 — 8 10 3
Ohio . 200001400— 7 12 2
WV —Chapman (4K, OW), Kuchinski
(4), (5K, OW), Chapman sv (B), (4K, O
and A. Sidan, Bubenchik {5), A. idon (7),
Walker rbi; Paul D, rbi; George S, rbi; A.
Sidon 285, rbl; Chapman 5, HH, Brbl‘.
Johnson 25
OH—Absalom (4K, 0W), Goudy (4
2K, 3W), Kiddey Ip 87). (2K, 2W} and Orr,
arker (5), Gulan {9); Figura 25, D, 2rbi;
Medley T, Absalom 5, rbi; Goudy S, rbi;
Leonard T, rbi; Stocker S, rhl
North can be reached at

knorth@timesleaderonline.com
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Absalom, who has been a
thomn in the sides of many
coaches throughout the
Ohio Valley in her stellar
three-year career for the
Irish, started inside the cir-
cle and struck out four in
three innings. She gave up
five hits and two runs, one
of which was unearned.

Although she was a
three-time afl-state per-
former, college coaches
haven't been knocking
down the door at the
Absalom residence, and her
celi phone hasn’t been ring-
ing off the hook.

Why, I ask?

She has all the tools (bat,
arm, speed, power, quick-
ness) that it takes to be a
college player. Some coach
is going to be very lucky
when she finally makes her
college decision.

Three other local players
figured in the outcome,
those - being Buckeye
Local’s Karlee Leonard,
River’s Gabby Goudy and
Union Local’'s Cori
Medley.

Leonard, a hard-hitting
third baseman for Joe Soos’
Lady Panthers, was never
known to be much of a
bunter. She fouled off the
first pitch trying to sacrifice
in her seventh-inning at-bat
before lining the next offer-
ing from Brooke's Kaylee
Kuchinski to the fence in
right-center tor an RBI
triple.

The hit sent Goudy, who
had beat out a bunt single
earlier in the inning that
drove in a run, racing all
the way around from first
with the go-ahead run
(sixth) at that point. The run

also took hersell off the
hook as the potential losing
pitcher at that time as she
yielded three runs in the
fourth, all of which were
unearned after her throwing
error.

Medley, who didn’t play
softball her freshman sea-
son, slugged a triple down
the rightfield line with two
outs in the third in her only
at-bat. She would not get
any further.

Also participating were
Martins Ferry’'s Morgan
Stalder and Harrison
Ceniral's Kara Dunfee. St.
John Central’s Jerry
Magistro was a member of
the Ohio coaching staff.

Umpires Donate Time

Giving up some free time
Thursday night were four of
the Ohioc Valley’s best soft-
ball umpires. Jon Hamm
worked the plate, while

as he retired.

Year of the Pitcher!

To say 2014 was the
Year of the Pitcher in the
Ohio Valley would be a
very accurate statement. All
five of the OVAC Players
of the Yeuar were pitchers,
and dominant ones at that,

The honorees were
Absalom (Class A);
Wheeling Central’s
Madison Basinger (Class
2A); Magnolia's Mallory
Chapman (Class 3A);
Harrison Central’s Katie
Ellzy (Class 4A); and
Indian Creek's Paige
Geanangel (Class 5A).

Pepsi Cola Scholarships

Three players who
played their home games at
the I-470 J.B. Chambers
Complex this past season
were presented with schol-
arships They were: Bishop
Donahue’s Abby Randolph



tying the game. Buckeye Local’s
Karlee Leonard laced a triple to the
gap in right-center as Goudy scurried
around the bases to give Ohio a 6-53
edge. On the very next pitch,
Cambridge’s Hallie Stocker singled to
center as Leonard scored to make it
7-5.

After Kiddey recorded the first out
in the top of the eighth, John
Marshall's Sissy George legged out
an infield single. Left-handed hitting
Ashleigh Sidon, of Wheeling Park,
looped her second single of the game
to left, setting the stage for
Chapman’s heroics.

“Qverall, 1 thought it was a well-
played game,” West Virginia head
coach Ed West, of John Marshall,
said. “I thought all of the pitchers
pitched well, and [ think each team
made a couple of mistakes that
allowed the other a run or two.

“But, other than that, I'm glad to
come away with a win,” he said with
a smile.

The Buckeyes had one last chance
in the ninth as St. Clairsville’s Lauren
Figura singled down the rightfield
line leading off. She gave way to
courtesy runner Maddy Gulan, who
went to second on a wild pitch and
third on a groundout. She would be
stranded there as Chapman, who start-
ed inside the circle and worked the
first three innings, got a game-ending
sirikeont to also earn the save.
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ST. JOHN'S Hannah Absalom works to the plale Thursday.

Steubenville Big Red head coach Gus
DiMarzio said. “It was a fun game to
watch and it was an enjoyable game
to coach.” _

Madonna’s Amanda Paul had a
run-scoring double {or the
Mountaineers, while Chapman also
singled. Wheeling Park's Kelsi
Johnson had a pair of singles and
George drove in a run with a bases-
loaded walk.

Figura led all hitters in the game
with two singles, a double and two
runs batted in. Union Local’s Cori
Medley had a triple.

Absalom struck out four and didn’t
walk a batter in her three-inning stint,
Goudy had a pair of Ks and three free
passes in her trio of frames, while

strikeouts and no walks. Brooke's
Kaylee Kuchinski pitched the middle
four innings to get the win. She
fanned five and didn’t walk a batter.

QVAC All-Star Game
{at Lisa's Fleld
1-470 J4.B. Chambers Com}])lex)
West Virginia 8, Ohio
West Virginia 011 300030 — 8 10 3
Ohio . 200001400— 7 12 2
WV —Chapman (4K, OW), Kuchinski W
(4), (5K, OW), Chapman sv (8), {4K, OW)
and A. Sidon, Bubenchik {5), A. Sidon {7);
Walker rbi; Paul D, rbi; George S, rbi; A.
Sidan 25, rbi; Chapman 3, HR, 3rbi;
Johnson 25
OH-—Absalom (4K, OW), Goudy (4),
{2K, 3W), Kiddey Ip S?), (2K, 2W} and Crr,
Barker (5}, Gulan {(9); Figura 25, O, 2rbi;
Medley T, Absalom 5, rbi; Goudy S, rbl;
Leonard T, rbi; Stocker S, tbi

“It's an all-star game. What more
could you ask for,” Ohio and

Kiddey logged a 2-2 line.
Chapman finished with eight

North
knorth@timesleaderonline.com
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Absalom, who has been a
thorn in the sides of many
coaches throughout the
Ohio Valley in her stellar
three-year career for the
Irish, started inside the cir-
cle and struck out four in
three innings. She gave up
five hits and two runs, one
of which was unearned.

Although she was a
three-time all-state per-
former, college coaches
haven't been knocking
down the door at the
Absalom residence, and her
cell phone hasn’t been ring-
ing off the hook.

Why, I ask?

She has all the tools (bat,
arm, speed, power, quick-
ness) that it takes to be a
college player. Some coach
is going to be very lucky
when she finally makes her
college decision.

Three other local players
figured in the outcome,
those - being Buckeye
Local’s Karlee Leonard,
River’s Gabby Goudy and
Union Local’s Cori
Medley.

Leonard, a hard-hitting
third baseman for Joe Soos’
Lady Panthers, was never
known to be much of a
bunter. She fouled off the
first pitch trying to sacrifice
in her seventh-inning at-bat
before lining the next offer-
ing from Brooke's Kaylee
Kuchinski to the fence in
right-center for an RBI
triple.

The hit sent Goudy, who
had beat out a bunt single
earlier in the inning that
drove in a run, racing all
the way around from first
with the go-ahead run
{sixth) at that point. The run

also took herself off the
hook as the potential losing
pitcher at that time as she
yiclded three runs in the
fourth, all of which were
unearned after her throwing
CITOr.

Medley, who didn’t play
softball her freshman sea-
son, slugged a triple down
the rightfield line with two
outs in the third in her only
at-bat. She would not get
any further.

Also participating were
Martins Ferry's Morgan
Stalder and Harrison
Central’s Kara Dunfee. St.
John Central’s Jerry
Magistro was a member of
the Ohio coaching staff.

Umpires Donate Time

Giving up some free time
Thursday night were four of
the Ohio Valley's best soft-
ball umpires. Jon Hamm
worked the plate, while
Greg Sanders was at first
and Mike Rine at second.
Working third  was
Weirton’s Ralph Cox who
was honored prior to the
game for 18 years of serv-
ice. The game was his last

as he retired.

Year of the Pitcher!

To say 2014 was the
Year of the Pitcher in the
Ohio Valley would be a
very accurate statement. All
five of the OVAC Players
of the Year were pitchers,
and dominant ones at that.

The honorees were
Absalom (Class A);
Wheeling Central's

Madison Basinger (Class
2AY; Magnolia’s Mallory
Chapman (Class 3A);
Harrison Central’s Katie
Ellzy (Class 4A); and
indian Creek’s Paige
Geanangel (Class 5A).

Pepsi Cola Scholarships

Three players who
played their home games at
the [-470 J.B. Chambers
Complex this past season
were presented with schol-
arships They were: Bishop
Donahue’s Abby Randolph
($500); Basinger {$800);
and Wheeling Park's Kelsi
JTohnson ($1,200),

North can be reached at
knorth@timesteaderoniine.
cont
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Ohio Softball Stars Photo by Kim North
Pictured the members of 2014 Ohio OVAC All Stars. Front row, from left:
Gabby Goudy (River), Catie Smith (Buckeye Trail), Hali Lemasters SFort Frya),
Lauren Figura (St: Clairsville), Maddy Gulan (Steubenvills Catholic), ‘Summer
Gallentine (St. Clairsvills), Chelsea Possage (East Liverpool), Mallory Sullivan
{Indian Creak? and Alexis Monroe (indian Creek). Middle row, from left: Mor-

an Stalder (Martins Ferry), Corl Medley (Union Local), Abby Orr {indian

reel%. Micca Mirabella (Steubenville Catholic), Mytia Barker (Steubenville),
Kara Dunfee {Hamrison Central), Hannah om (St John Central), Kalsay
McKenzie (Shenandoah) and Maranda Kiddey (Beaver.Local). Back row, from
left, coaches: Jim DiCarlo (Steubenville Catholic), Gus DiMarzio (Steubenville)
and Jerry Magistro (St. John Cantral). Not pictured are Taylor Arick (Shenan-
doah), Karlee Leonard (Buckeye Local), Kiersten Taylor (Cambridgs) and Hal-
lie Stocker (Cambridge).

W.Va. Softball Stars

Pictured are the members of the W.Va. OVAC All Stars. Front row, from
leit: Carly Greer (Wheeling Park), Mallory Chapman {Magnolla), Ashlynn
Drizake (Welr), Alex Bubenchik (Tyler Consolidated), Ashley Gast oal-
ing Central), Nicale Landis (Parkersburg South} and Amanda Paul (Madon-
na). Middle row, from left, are Kaleigh Sidon (Wheeling Park), Ashleigh
Sidon (Wheeling Park), Anna Richards (Parkersburg South), Nicole walker
(Morgantown&i Kelsi Johnson (Wheeling Park) and Logan Somerville {Park-
ersburg South). Back row, from left, are coaches Curt Mele (Bishop Don-
ahue), Ed West (John Marshall) and Rick Magruder eeling Central). Not

ictured are Cassi Camilletti (Brooke), Savannah Bryner (University),

aylee Kuchinski SBrooke), Slssy George (John Marshall), Natalie Trow-
bridge (Cameron), Katie Shreves (Paden City), Michaela Hinerman
(Brooke), Ashley Pryor (Oak Glen} and Marlee Keenan (Trinity).

Photo by Kim North




SOFTBALL -
W.Va.
Wins
All-Star
Game

Chapman’s bat
seals comeback
win against Ohio

By KIM NORTH
For the Intelligencer
WHEELING — With one
mighty swing of her bat,
Mallory Chapman left her
mark on the OVAC All-Star
Softball Game Thursday
nj L - 3 3
ith her West Virginia
team trailing 7-35, the left-
handed hittinf Magnolia
rad sent a 3-2 pitch from
eaver Local's Maranda
Kiddey over the fence in
straightaway centerfield to
give the Mountaineers a
come-from-behind, 8-7, vic-
tory over Ohio before a huge
turnout on Lisa’s Field at the
1-470 1.B. Chambers Com-
plg‘xl'knew it was a 3-2 count
and she (Kiddey) had to give
me something to mt,"_Chag-
mag, a Whee%ing Jesuit Uni-
versity recruit, said of her
19th career high school
home run. “T was just bein
aggressive at the plate, and 1t
ald off.
P “It's a good feeling,” she
said of t]:n:f team’s Eﬁé
“These past four years
been regll fun and I love
our team. There was no way
better to end it than with a
win.”
It didn’t look as though
West Virginia was going to

(Please see QVAC,
Page 12)

ovac — =

(Continued from Page 11)

get that ‘W' as the Buck.-
eyes, who led 2-0 after one
inning, rallied from g 5-2
deficit with a run in the bot-
tom of the sixth and four iy
the seventh for a 7-5 advan-
tage,

Hannah Absalom, St
John Central’s three-time
all-stater, cho ped a two-out
singie through the left side
of the inﬁel&g to get Ohio to
within 5-3. She then stole
Sécond and went to third
when the ball got away, but
could advance no further.

The Buckeyes recorded
five straight hits fo open the
Seventh. Kiddey ignited the
uFrising with a leadoff sin-
gle to right. Indian Creek's
Alexis Monroe singled
inside the third base by as
Kiddey hustled {o third.
Monroe alertly rook second
on the throw to third,
River's Gabb Goudy laid
down a bunt that was field-
ed and threw Jate to first as
Kiddey scored. Monroe
raced home when the bal]
was mishandled, ing the
game. Buckeye Local's
Karlee Leonard laced a
tripie to the gap in right-cen-
ter as Goudy scurried
around the hases to give
Ohio a 6-5 edge. On the
Very next pitch, Cam-
bridge’s Hallie Stocker sin-
gled to center as Leonard
scored to make it 7-5,

After Kiddey recorded
the first out in the top of the
eighth, John Marshail's
Sissy GeorFe legged out an
infield single.

Left-handed hitting Ash-
leigh Sidon, of Wheeling
Pari, looped her second sjn.
gle of the game to left, set-
ting the stage for Chap-
man’s heroics,

“Overall, [ thought it was
a well-played game,” West
Virginia head coach Ed
West, of John Marshal],
said. “I thought all of the
pitchers Eitched well, and |
think each team made a cop-
ple of mistakes that allowed
the other a run or two,

“But, other than that, I'm

glad to come away with a
win,” he said with a smijle,

The Buckeyes had one
last chance in"the ninth as
St. Clairsville's Lauren
Figura singled down the
rightfield line leading off.

he gave way to courtesy
runner Maddy Gulan, who
went to-second on a wild
pitch and third on a ground-
out. She would be stranded
there as Chapman, who
started inside the circle angd
worked the first three
innings, got a ame-ending
strikeout to aﬁso earn the
save,

“It's an all-star game,
What mare could you ask
for,” Ohio and Steubenville
Big Red head coach Gus
DiMarzio said. “It was g fun
£ame to watch and it was an
enjoyable game to coach.”

adonna’s Amanda Paul
had a nun-scoring double for
the Mountaineers, while
Chapman also singled.
Wheeling Park’s Kelsi
Johnson had a pair of sin-
gles and George drove in a
run with a bases-loaded
walk.

Figura led all hitters in
the Eame with two singles, a
doubie and two runs atted
in. Union Local’s Cori Med-
ley had a triple.

Absalom struck out four
and didn’t walk a batter in
her three-inning stint.
Goudy had a pair of Ks and
three free passes in her trio
of frames, while Kiddey
logged a 2-2 line.

Chapman finished with
eight strikeouts and 10
walks. Brooke's Kaylee
Kuchinski pitched the mid-
dle four innings to get the
win, She fanned five and
didn’t waik a batter.

OVAC Player of the Year
Awards went to Absalom |
{Class A); Wheeling Cen-
tral’s Madison Basinger
(Class 24); Chapman (Class

AY; Harrison Central’s
Katie Ellzy (Cluss 4A); and
Indian Creek’s Paige
Geanangel (Class 5A). The
Coach of the Year was John
Marshall’s West.



Game
Chapman’s bat
seals comeback
win against Ohio

By KIM NORTH
For the Intelligencer
WHEELING — With one
mighty swing of her bat,

Mallory Chapmar left her

mark on the OVAC All-Star

_ Softball Game Thursday

night.

ith her West Virginia

. team trailing 7-5, the left-

handed hitting Magnolia

' grad sent a 3-2 pitch from

Ereavcr Local’s Maranda

Kiddey over the fence in

straightaway centerfield to

give the Mountaineers a

come-from-behind, 8-7, vic-

tory over Ohio before a huge
turnout on Lisa’s Field at the

1-470 1.B. Chambers Com-

plex.

. “Iknew it was a 3-2 count
and she (Kiddey) had to give
me something to hit,” Chap-
man, a8 Wheeling Jesuit Uni-
versity recruit, said of her
19th career high school
home run. “I was just bein
aggressive at the plate, and it
paid off. )

“It's a good feeling,” she
said of the team’s win.
“These past four years have
“been really fun and I love
our team. There was no way
better to end it than with a
win.”

It didn’t look as though
West Virginia was going to

(Please see OVAC,
. Page 12)

. FPhoto By Dave Morrison
Waest Virginla's Mallory
Chapman delivers a pitch
in the OVAC All-Star soft-
ball game Thursday night
at Lisa's Field at the 1-
470 Chambers Complex.

-

Rosters set for OVAC
Softball All-Star Game

Five players from the local area have been selected to
the Ohio squad for the OVAC Softbail All-Star Game
slated Wednesday, June 3 at 6:30 p-m. at the I-470
Complex in Eln Grove, W, Va.

The Cambridge duo of Hallie Stocker and Kiersten
Taylor; the Shenandoah tandem of Taylor Arick and
Kelsey McKenzie and Buckeye Trail’s Catie Smith will
play in the garne,

Media day for the softball all-stars is set for Monday,
May 26 at 5:30 p.m, at the 1-470 Complex, with a raind
date of Tuesday, May 27.

Here’s at look at the complete Ohio and West Virginia

rosters and coaching staffs:
Ohto
Hannah Absalom, St. John Centmi; Thylar Arick, Shenandoah:
Mytia Barker, Steubenville; Kamn Dunfee, Harrison Central; Lauren
Figura, St. Clairsville; Summer Gallentine, St. Cluirsville; Gabby
Goudy, River; Maddy Golan, Steubenville Catholic; Moranda Kiddey,
Beaver Local; Hali Lemasters, Fort Frye; Karlee Leonard, Buckeye
Local; Kelsey McKenzie, Shenandoah: Cori Medley, Union Local;
Micca Mirabells, Steabenville Catholic; Alexis Monroe, Indina
Cresk; Abby Om, Indian Creck; Chelsea Possage, East Liverpool;
Catie Smith, Buckeye Trail; Mormpan Stalder, Martins Ferry; Hallie
‘S:Lu];:]ﬁeraCambﬁdge; Mallarie Sullivan, Indian Creek; Kiersten Taylor,
ridge. .
Coaches - Jerry Magistro, St. John Central; Tim DiCarlo, Steubenville
Catholic; Gus DiMarzio, Steubenville.

West

Savannah Bryner, University; Alex Bubenchik, Tyler Consolidated;
Cass} Cumilletti, Brooke; Mallory Ch . Magnolia; Ashlynn
Drizake, Weir; Ashley Gast, Wheeling m; Sissy Geotpe, John
Marshell; Michaela Hinerman, Brooke; Kelsi Johnson, Wheeling
Park; Marlee Keenan, Trinity Christion; Kayles Kichinski, Brooke;
Amanda Panl, Madonna; Ashley Pryor, Oak Glen; Anna Richards,
Parkersburg  South; Ashleigh Sidon, Wheeling Park; Logan
Somerville, Parkersburg South; Natalia Trowbridge, Cameron; Nicole
Walker, Morgantown; Nicole Landers, Parkersburg South; Katie
Shreve, Paden City.

Coaches - Rick Magruder, Wheeling Central: Ed West, John
Musshel); Curt Mele, Bishop Donahue,
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W.Va. edges Ohm in OVAC Softball All-Star Game

oamvres e

Photo courtesy of Mike Paimer
Cambridge High’s Hallie Stocker prepares to tage
out Brooke’s Michaela Hinerman on a steal attempt
during Thursday’s OVAC Softball All-Star Game
at the I-470 Complex in Elm Grove, W. Va. That’s
Buckeye Trail's Catie Smith-watching the piny along
with the second base umpire.

Jeff Harrison/The Dally Jeffersanlan
Buckeye Trail High’s Catie Smith slides safely into
third base as pitcher Kaylee Kuchinski of Brooke
(7) watches the action doring t.lle OVAC Softbal
All-Star Game.
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JEFF HARRISON
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ELM GROVE, WV —
A three-run home -run by
Magnelia High’s Mallory
Chapman in the top of the
eighth inping lifted West
Virginia to an 8-7 victory
over Ohio in the OVAC

"Softball All-Star Game on

Lisa’s Field at the I-470
Complex on Thursday.

Chapman’s blast to dead
center field wasn’t total-
ly unexpected as she had
unloaded a total of 18 home
runs during her career with
the Blue Eagles.

Chapman also played
a key role as she split

the  pitching  duties
with Brooke's Kaylee
* Kuchinski. Chapman

tossed - the first three
innings and the last two,
striking out a combined
eight batters with
no walks and
two it batsmen.
Kuchinski got the
win by working
in the circle dur-
ing the middle
four frames, posting seven
strikeouts withont a walk,

Ohio broke on top 2-0
in the first inning thanks
to 2 two-run double by St.
Clairsville’s Lauren Figura
which drove in Indian

Creek’s Abby Orr and

Steubenville Catholic’s
Maddy Gulan who had
reached on an error and
single, respectively.

West Virginia cut the
lead in half in the second
frame on singles
by Chapman and
Wheeling Park’s
4 Kelsi Johnson and
an RBI groundout
by Morgantown's
Nicole Walker.

The Lady Mountaineers
evened the score at 2-2
in the third frame on a
single by Weir's Ashlynn
Drizake and an RBI dou-
ble by Madonna’s Amanda
Paul and ten put together
a three-run fourth frame

. Buckeye

thanks to a trio of walks
and two Ohio errors to
move in front, 5-2.

The Lady Buckeyes
pared the gape to 5-3 in
the sixth when Figura sin-
gled; pinch runner Gulan
adavnced to second on a
passed ball and stole third
and then scored on an RBT
single by St. John Central’s
Hannah Absalom.

Ohio scored four times in
the seventh inning to take
the lead,

Beaver Local’s Maranda
Kiddey singled and with
Trail’s Catie
Smith  pinch-running,
Indian Creek’s ‘ Alexis

See OVAC page B-3
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Shenandeah High's Taylor Arick watches a pitch all
the way into the glove of catcher Ashleigh Sidon of
Wheeling Park during Thursday’s OVAC Softball
All-Star Game, West Virginia won, 8-7.

W. Va. tops Ohio, 8-7

OVAC from page B-1 yESTVRGRMABOMOT
Moore belted a double to | Ohio 200 001 40— 7122
advance Smith to third. as;.-mﬁm e ke e

River's Gabby Goudy | {firde G s o aea b mes
then hit a chopper in front N e,

of the plate for an infield
single, but the attempted
throw to first got away
and both Smith and Moore
scampered home,

Buckeye Local’s Karlee
Lecnard followed with
an RBI triple to drive in
Goudy before Cambride’s
Hallie Stocker collected
an RBI single to score
Leonard and put the
Buckeyes in front, 7-5.

In the West Virginia
eighth, singles by John
Marshall’s Sissy George
and Wheeling Park’s
Ashleigh Sidon set the
table for Chapman’s game-
winning three-run hotmer,

Ohio got the tying run to
third in the ninth as Fipura
singled, with pinch-run-
ner Gulan stealing second
and moving to third on a
groundout before a strike-
out ended the game.

Chapman’s home run,
single and three RBI led
Wests Virginia's offense,
with Park’s Johnson the
only other player with two
hits (both singles).

For Ohio, Figura had a
double, two singles and

five walks and one hit
batsman.

Special presentations
during the game includ-
ed the Player of the
Year awards to Absalom
of St. John’s (Class
1A), Madison Basinger
of Wheeling Central
(Class 2A), Chapman
of Magnolia (Class 3A),
Katie Ellzy of Harrison
Central (Class 4A) and
Paige Geananeel of Tndinn
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Shenandoah High’s Taylor Arick watches a pitch all
the way into the glove of catcher Ashleigh Sidon of
Wheeling Park during Thursday’s OVAC Softball
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| All-Star Game, West Yirginia won, 8-7,

W. Va. tops Ohio, 8-7

OVAC from page B-1

Moore belted a double to
advance Smith to third,

River's Gabby Goudy
then hit a chopper in front
of the plate for an infield
single, but the attempted
throw to first got away
and both Smith and Moore
scampered home.

Buckeye Local's Karlee
Leonard followed with
an RBI triple to drive in
Goudy before Cambride’s
Hallie Stocker collected
an RBI single to score
Leonard and put the
Buckeyes in front, 7-5,

In the West Virginia
eighth, singles by John
Marshall’s Sissy George
and Wheeling Park’s
Ashleigh Sidon set the
table for Chapman’s game-
winning three-run homer,

Ohio got the tying run to
third in the ninth as Figura
singled, with pinch-run-
ner Gulan stealing second

.| and moving to third on a

groundout before a strike-
out ended the game.

Chapman’s home run,
single and three RBI led
Wests Virginia's offense,
with Park’s Johnson the
only other player with two
hits (both singles),

For Ohio, Figura had a
double, two singles and
two RBI to lead the way.

Ohio pitchers Absalom,
Goudy and Kjgdey com-
bined for eight strikeouts,
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five walks and one hit
batsman,

Special presentations
during the game includ-

(Class
1A), Madison Basinger
of Wheeling Central
2A}), Chapman
of Magnolia (Class 3A),
Katie Ellzy of Harrison
Central (Class 4A) and
Paige Geanangel of Indian
Creek (Class 54) along
with overall Coach of
the Year Ed West of John
Marshall.



‘OVAC Softball Stars
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PICTURED ARE the 2014 Ohio OVAC Softball All Stars. Front row, from lsft, are Gabby Goudy (River), Catie Smith
{Buckeye Trail), Hali Lemasters (Fort Frye), Lauren Figura (St. Clairsville), Maddy Gulan (Steubenville Catholic),
Summer Gallentine (St. Clairsville), Chelsea Possage (East Liverpool), Mallory Sullivan (Indian Creek) and Alexis
Monroe (Indian Creek}. Middle row, from left, are Morgan Stalder {Martins Ferry), Corl Medley (Union Local), Abby Orr
(Indian Creek}, Micca Mirabella (Steubenville Catholic), Mytla Barker (Staubenville), Kara Dunfes (Harrison Central),
Hannah Absalom (St. John Central), Kelsey McKenzle (Shenandoah) and Maranda Kiddey (Beaver Local). Back row,
from left, are coaches Jim DiCarlo (Steubenville Catholic), Gus DiMarzio (Steubenvilie) and Jerry Magistro (St. John
Central). Not pictured are Taylor Arick (Shenandoah), Karles Leonard (Buckeye Local), Kiersten Taylor (Cambridge) and

Hallie Stocker (Cambridge).
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The 2014 Ohio OVAC Softball All-Stars. Froat row, ?htc:urf ::emgaobfb';"?}zstrit;
giveéi;icma;ﬁiﬁ Smith (Buckeye Trail), Hali Lemasters (Fort Frye), Lauren Figura
o , e), Maddy Gulan (Steubenville Catholic), Summer Gallentine
Croe) and. Aleais Monge eosti oo, Mallory Sullivan (Incian
) ) an Creek); middle row,

(Martins Ferry), Cori Medley (Union Local), Abby Orr (méjalzil '::rféﬁ)slvmtligg
abella (Steubenville Catholic), Mytia Barker (Steubenville), Kara Dunfos
(S!Hamhe}iﬁﬁ :11 m(;«;ngﬁ),M Hannah Absalom (St. John Central), Kelsey McKenzie
DiCarlo St aranda Kiddey (Beaver Local); back row, coaches Jim
IS eubenville Catholic), Gus DiMarzio (Steubenville) and Jerry Magistro
t. John Centml)._ Absent were Taylor Arick (Shenandoah), Karlee Leonard
{Buckeyebocal);-;K:ersten Taylor (Cambridge) and Hallie Stocker (Cambridge).
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