OVAC
Pairings
Announced

Softball tournament
resumes today-

By TONY VIOLA
Staff Writer

WHEELING — The Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference has announced
its pairings for its 2013 baseball
tournament. All games will be
played Saturday, April 27, however,
times have not yet been released.

In Class 5A, No. 4-seeded Cam-
bridge will have to start its mission .
for back-to-back pennants at Wheel-
ing Park as it faces the No. 1-seeded
Patriots, while Buckeye 8 rivals
Indian Creek and Edison will duke
it .out on the Wildcat’s home dia-
mond in the other semifinal.

A new 4A champion will emerge
8s No. 4 Martins Ferry heads to
Harrison Central to take on the top
ranked Huskies. No. 2 Steubenville
will host No. 3 Buckeye Local for
the right to advance to the champi-
onship game,

Linsly will also be looking for a
second straight title as the Cadets
cagrured the 2A banner a year %Eo
before making the move to 3A. The
No. 2-seeded Cadets will host No. 3
Fort Frye in the semifinais, while
No. 4 Shenandoah will travel to
take on top seeded Magnolia.

2A features three teams returning
to the tournament in Shadyside,
Steubenville Catholic and Toronto.
The No. 4 Crusaders will battle with
the No. I-seeded Red Knights,
while the No. 3 Tigers will travel to
Brid2g%port to square off with the
No ulldogs.

Bishop Donahue will be the third
:eam in the tournament looking for
back-to-back titles. The defending
champion and top seeded Bishops
will host No. 4 Paden City, with No.
3 Connotton Valley taking on No. 2
Madonna.

Softball Changes

After rain washed out all of
Wednesday’s OVAC softball tour-
nament action, games and times had
to change accordingly.

Tonight at 5 p.m. at the J.B.
Chambers 1-470 Youth Sports
Complex, the Closs 2A semifinal
between No. 1 seed Steubenville
Catholic and No. 4 Cameron will be
played on Field 3. :

Please See OVAC, Page 18

(Continued from Page 17) No. 4 Harrison Central will
The 4A duel between top- be played at 5 on Field 4,

ranked Martins Ferry and While No. 4 Pﬂde_“]c't}' ﬂﬂc}t

No. 4 Buckeye Local has No. 1 St. John will face of

been moved 1o 6:45 and will Ina 1A semi at 6:45.

also take place on Field 3. _On Friday, the 5A cham-
The other 4A battle with plonshnp'game between No.

No. 3 5t Clairsville and 2 Wheeling Park and No. |
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Softball
OVAC Tournament :
CLASS 3A €
Fort Erye 6, River 0
WHEELING - Lexi
Huck (two RBI) and Abby
Baker (three RBI) hit home
runs and Fort Frye advanced
to the title game by blanking
River at Ben’s Field,
The homers helped make |
a winner of Tori Mimken
who struck out seven, scat- |
tered three hits and waiked
one for the Caets (17-0). 2
Monica Curtis doubled
for the Pilots (13-8).
Bellaire 6, Shenandoah 5
WHEELING — Dallas
Messenger reached on a
bunt single in the eighth
and scored on a Megan:
Ging hit as Bellaire (17-2),
making its first tournament :
appearance since 2003, !
edged Shenandoah (9-9).
Ging struck out two and
went the route to earn a
victory. Megan Maffe dou-
bled in two and Elisha
Gillespie plated another for
the Big Reds,
Justine Mallette had a
single and two RBI for the
Zeps.

KNIGHTS

(Continued from Page 13)

The Maroon Knights
certainly had a lot of fun
and what they saw happen
was Shadyside commit
seven errors, amass only
four innocent singles and
really never truly threaten
to score against pitcher
Sarah Henry.

“Sarah pitched well and
we stressed that we want-
ed to jump on them early
because they did that to us
last year,” Mapruder said.
“We wanted fo keep the

ressure on and we did
ecause we hit the ball
pretty hard.”

The Knights made it 5-0
in the third and then tacked

on three more in the fourth
when first baseman Ashley
Gast took a belt-high Heag-
ney offering over the fence
for a three-run home run.

“Something wasn’t in
line for us because we just
didn’t play like ourselves,”
Ongley said. “We played
great two games against
Martins Ferry on Saturday,
but we just couldn’t get it
i;omg (here). It wasn’t for

ck of effort and the girls
were ready to play. It just
didn’t go owr way.”

That wasn’t the last
time the Knights played
long ball. Two batters
after Allie Cook’s lead-off
triple, shortstop Sydney

Bennington deposited a
Heagney piteh over the
left-center fence for a
walk-off home run. ’
“When we’re hitting the
ball, we’re pretty tough,”
Magruder said. *The key
for us is the top three hitters |
getting on base for our big !
bats in the middle. Lately, !
we've been doing a good

job of that.”

All told, the Knights
pounded ount 10 hits.:
Vanessa Saseen had a dou- ;
ble, Henry helped her own |
cause with a RBI double in
the first. Bennington also :
had a double and Gast;
drove in a run with a single |
in the first.
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Steubenville CC stuns.

Wheeling Central for

'OVAC 2A softball title

By SHAWN RINE
For The Times Leader

WHEELING - The Cardiac Crusaders have done it
again.

Trailing 6-2 after four innings during Saturday’s
OVAC Class 2A Championship against Wheeling Centra
on Lisa's Field, and needing two to tie heading into the
bottom of the seventh, Steubenville Catholic received

.some help in the form of two errors and went on to score

three times for an 8-7 victory. :
Micca Mirabella's bunt was overthrown to second and

the ball rofled all the way to the center-field wall, aliow-

ing both Tori Knight and Mirabella to score and tie the

' game at 7-7 with two oyts. Sammi Giannamore foillowed

with a double and scored the winner as Maddy Gulan

laced an 0-2 pitch into center, setting off a wild celebra-
tion at home plate.

It’s the second consecutive come-from-behind victory
in tournament play for the Crusaders (16-3), and this one
denied the Maroon Knights (16-8), the No. 1-ranked
Class A team in West Virginia, their third straight OVAC
Crowil.

“We haven’t lost a close game all year long,”’
Steubenville Catholic coach Jim DiCarlo sajd. “The three
games we lost were not close and we’ve won about five
or six really close games, _

“Our kids believe. They believe we’ll find a way
whether it’s 1-0, 10-9 or 8-7.*

- Wheeling Central had freshman Crusaders pitcher Alex
McComb’s number early as back-to-back, first-inning
triples by Cara Stahl and Allie Cook made it 1-0. The
Knights tacked on two more before the inning ended on

- consecutive RBI singles off the bats of Sydney

.

Bennington and Sarah Henry.

The Crusaders got two back in their half of the first as
Gulan tripled home a run and McComb drove another in
with a single. But Wheeling Central made it 5-2 in the top
of the second thanks to two of the Crusaders’ four errors
in the initial two innings. Ashley Gast made them pay
with a two-run single.

“They could have folded up carly because we were hit-
ting the ball very hard and shutting them down,”” Knights

coach Rick Magruder said of the Crusaders. “But they -

keep battling.

“They’re well-coached, they’re disciplined and they
also have a group of girls that don’t know how to quit.”

Consecutive two-out singles and a walk by Bennington
had the sacks full of Knights in the fourth. Henry came
through again with a single into left-center for a 6-2
advantage, but Central left the bases loaded,

But the tide changed dramatically in the top of the fifth.
With one on and two out Mirabella tipped a ball over the
head of Wheeling Central’s left fielder, who was playing
in. Mirabella quickly circled the bases for a two-run,
inside-the-park homer to cut the deficit to two, 6-4.

After McComb set the Maroon Knights down in order,
Steubenville Catholic went back to work. Ashlynne Daley
dropped a 2-2 pitch into right fieid to score courtesy run-
ner Maddy Metcalf, who had taken over for McComb
who reached on a fielder’s choice.

The Maroon Knights, it seemed, delivered the knockout
blow in the top of the seventh when with two outs, No, 9
hitter Cassidy McCord dropped down a bunt and beat the
throw to first, allowing courtesy runner Megan Griffin,
who, went in for Henry after she collected her third hit -
adouble —~ to score.

.




UVAC softball
tournament
opens today

The annual Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference softball tournament gets under
way today on Ben's Field and Lisa’s Field
at the 1.B. Chambers I-470 Complex in the
Elm Grove section of Wheeling,

Four of last season’s champions are back
to defend their titles. They include St. John
Central (1A), Wheeling Central (2A),
Buckeye Local (4A) and Yohn Marshall
(5A). Only Magnolia (3A) failed to make
this year's field.

All championship
contests will be played
Saturday on Lisa’'s
Field.

The immediate area is
assured of at least one
champion-as all four

. Kim’ : Harrison Central, St.
- Clairsville and
Buckeye Local.

The Purple Riders finished as the top

seed and will meet No, 4 Buckeye Local in| |
the second semifinal at 7:30 p.m. |

Wednesday on Lisa’s Field, The two
Buckeye 8 rivals will be meeting for the
. third time this season, with each winning
on the others home field.

Buckeye Local blanked Edison (3-0) and

outscored Meadowbrook (8-6) in winning |

its title, Martins Ferry was eliminated in
3A semifinal action by Fort Frye, 2-0.

Harrison Central was ousted, 3-2, by
Meadowbrook in last year's 4A semifinals,

In the opener Wednesday, another pair
of Buckeye 8 rivals — No. 2 Harrison
Central faces No. 3 St. Clairsville — meet
in the other sémi, which begins at approxi-
mately 5:45 p.m. The Huskies and Red
Devils have already split their regular-sea-
son series, with each prevailing on its home
diamond.

Of the quartet, Martins Ferry leads with
three titles (2000, 2005 and 2011), all
coming in 3A, Buckeye Local (1999 and
2012) and St. Clairsville (1992 and 1995)

each have two. The Panthers titles came in |~
4A, while the Red Devils were in JA and:

3A, respectively, Harrison Central (2009)
has one, also in 3A. '

The two winners will collide Saturday at
2 p.m. for the championship,

Today’s schedule has the Class 3A Semii-
finals slated for Ben’s Field at 5 p.m. and
6:45, respectively.

In the first game, undefeated and top-
seed Fort Frye will meet No. 4 River, while
No. 2 Bellaire and No.3 Shenandoah
$quare off in the second contest.

Both semifinals will be rematches of
early-season doubleheaders won by the
Cadets and Big Reds.

The Pilots and Zeps have never won

entrants in the 4A field |
reside in the local cov-|.

erage area. They are ||
H Martins Ferry, |’

softbal] titles, while the Big Reds (1994,
1996-96. 1999 and 70023 barn Sooe ce s
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Monarchs
claim 5A
OVAC title

By SHAWN RINE
For The Times Leader

ELM GROVE - The
whole thing is not lost on
Ed West. As his John
Marshall softbali team’s
trophy case continues to
‘bulge, West understands
what he's witnessing.

“This is a special group
— @ very special group,”
West said Friday night at
Lisa’s Field.

He made the comment
after  watching  the
Monarchs (27-3) easily
handle rival Wheeling Park,
6-0, to claim the OVAC
Class 5A championship for
the second straight season.
In addition, it’s the 21st
straight victory for John
Marshall, which hasn't
been beaten by a team from
either West Virginia or
Ohio this season.

“You don’t get these
kind of talented players on
your team every vear,"’
West said. “This group has
been very good for a really
long time, and now we're
seeing the results of a lot of
hard work they’ve put in
over the years.”’

The recent additions to
the trophy case include not
only the two OVAC titles,
but hardware representing
sectional, regional and state
championships. If this sen-
ior class has its way, three
more pieces of hardware
will soon be on the way.

The Monarchs relied on
senior ace Amy Rotriga in
the circle, as she struck out
eight and was in control
throughout., Classmates
Kristin Lewicki (two dou-
bles, RBI), Kylie Howard
{double, triple, RBI) and
Morgan Watson (two sin-
gles) brought the big sticks,
while junior center fielder
Sissy George ripped a pair
of deep doubles and drov_e
in a pair to lead a 10-hit
attack.

“They always hit the
ball,”” Wheeling Park (16-
5) coach Dee Davis said. “I
tried to tell Carly (Greer)
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over the years.”’

The recent additions to
the trophy case include not
only the two OVAC titles,
but hardware representing
sectional, regional and state
championships. If this sen-
ior class has its way, three
more pieces of hardware
will soon be on the way.

The Monarchs relied on
senior ace Amy Rotriga in
the circle, as she struck out
eight and was in control
throughout. Classmates
Kristin Lewicki (two dou-
bles, RBI), Kylie Howard
(double, triple, RBI) and
Morgan Watson (two sin-
gles) brought the big sticks,
while junior center fielder
Sissy George ripped a pair
of deep doubles and drove
in a pair to lead a 10-hit
attack.

“They always hit the
ball,”” Wheeling Park (16-
3) coach Dee Davis said. “I
tried to teil Carly (Greer)
location is more important
than the curve ball.

“They tee off on you.”’

That they did.

The Monarchs struck for
two in the first and added a
third run in the third as
Watson led off with a walk
and was plated two outs
later by a Howard double.

“The defense was solid,
the pitching was great and I
thought we hit the ball real

well,”” West said. “That's

what I preach to the girls, is
it doesn’t matter what our
lineop is (because) we can
hit from top to bottom.

“That’s what we've been
doing for a long time. Just
because we have 7-8-9
coming up doesn’t mean
we can’t score,””

John Marshall made it 4-
0 in the fourth as Watson
got on with an infield sin-
gle and scored as Lewicki
hit one off the wall — nar-
rowly missing a home run
.— in dead center. The
Monarchs finished the scor-
ing an inning later as
Howard tripled ieading off
and scored on George’s
second RBI double. George
then came home on a 2-2
single by Rotriga,

That was more than
enough for the southpaw in
the circle. Rotriga allowed
two hits — a first-inning
double by Kelsi Johnson
and a sixth-inning single by
Marissa Tucker, and no
Patriot reached third base.

WL LG UALITL, VITES PEITY Jeads with
three titles (2000, 2005 and 2011), all
coming in 3A. Buckeye Local (1999 and
2012) and St. Clairsviile (1992 and 1995)]
each have two. The Panthers titles came ifi [*
4A, while the Red Devils were in 2A and
3A, respectively. Harrison Central (2009)
has one, also in 3A. ’

The two winners will collide Saturday at
2 p.m, for the championship.

Today’s schedule has the Class 3A semi-
finals siated for Ben’s Field at 5 p.m. and
6:45, respectively.

In the first game, undefeated and top-
seed Fort Frye will meet No. 4 River, while
No. 2 Bellaire and No.3 Shenandoah
square off in the second contest,

Both semifinals will be rematches of
early-season doubleheaders won by the
Cadets and Big Reds.

The Pilots and Zeps have never won
softball titles, while the Big Reds (1994,
1996-96, 1999 and 2003) have five and
the Cadets (2010) one, that coming in 2A.

The 3A championship game starts at
12:15 p.m. Saturday.

Also today, one Class 2A semifinal will
be contest, Second-seeded Wheeling
Central will entertain No, 3 Shadyside at 4
p-m. on Lisa’s Field.

The other 2A semi is set for Wednesday
at 4 p.m. when No. 1 seed Steubenville
Central and No. 4 Cameron square off on
Lisa’s Field, '

The Maroon Knights are a perennial
power, be it in Class 2A or 3A, which they
used to play in. They have claimed a dozen
titles, including six in the last seven years,

The Tigers (1992-94) have won three
titles, but were knocked off by Wheeling
Central, 9-4, in last year's semifinals.

The 2A championship gets the ball
rolling Saturday at 10:30 a.m.

Also on Wednesday, top-seeded and
once-beaten St. John Central will be seek-
ing its ninth title when the Irish meet No. 4
Paden City at 5 p.m. on Ben’s Field. That
winner will meet the survivor of the 6:45
semi between No. 2 Bishop Donahue and
No. 3 Madonna, also on Ben’s Field.

SJC, which has already swept the
Bishops this season, recorded back-to-back
6-0 victories over Conotton Valley and
Bishop Donahue, respectively, to win its

" title last spring.

The Irish have ruled the smallest djvi-
sion, winning championships in 1999,
2001-02, 04-07 and 2012, However, the
Bishops own the most titles — 13 (1980-
82, 84-87, 89-90 and 1995-98),

The Class A title tilt will Wrap up
Saturday’s festivities at 5:30.

Other action today has the largest classi-
fication ~ Class 5A hitting the diamond at
Lisa’s Field. Top-seeded John Marshall
meets No. 4 Morgantown at 5:45 p.m.,
with No. 2 Wheeling Park and fourth-seed-

ed Indian Creek tangling at 7:30.

The 5A title game is set for 3:45
Saturday afternoon,
All semifinal games are subject to

~ Mother Nature’s schedule.

Saturday’s schedule could be re-done
depending upon who wins semifinal games
and if any schools have prom that day.

North  can  be reached at
knorth@timesleaderonline.com "
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Bellaire
advances
to 3A finals

« Ging’s RBI single in 8th
eliminates Shenandoah

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

ELM GROVE ~ Bellaire hadn’t been to the
OVAC Softball Tournament since winning the
title in 2003, Melissa Lahna’s first year as head
coach.

Ten long years later, the No. 2 seed Big Reds
enjoyed qualifying for the 2013 tournament so
much that they played a little longer than usual
Tuesday night in knocking off third-seeded
Shenandoah, 6-5, in an 8-inning thriller on
Ben’s Field in a Class 3A semifinal under the
lights at the J.B. Chambers }-470 Complex.

“We made & goal at the beginning of the sea-
son to get into the top 4,” Lahna explained after
a wild celebration. “Then, after we got into the
top 4, we made the goal of winning it (the
championship).

“Yesterday (Monday) we didn’t play very
well, but we won,” she added, “and it came
back and haunted us a little today. But I'll tell
you what, those 11 girls over there have more
heart than anyone I've seen.”

The victory propels Bellaire into the champi-
onship game Saturday at 12:15 p.m. against
undefeated Fort Frye (17-0), which blanked
River, 6-0, in the other semi Tuesday, once
again at the I-470 Complex.

With one out and the score deadlocked at
five in the bottom of the eighth, Dallas
Messenger laid down a perfect bunt that she
legged out for e single. After she stole second,
Megan Ging ripped an 0-1 pitch to left. Lahna
wasn’t hesitating in sending the speedy
Messenger as her left arm looked like a wind-
mill on & windy day. Messenger rounded third
and headed for the plate, but the throw never
came. Instead, for some unexplainable reason,

AL EMIFINAL ACTION

. T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
ALTHOUGH BELLAIRE'S Megan Ging wasn't her sharpest on the mound
the leftfielder came up firing to second base as Tuesday night, she delivered the game-winning hit in the bottom of the eighth
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eliminates Shenandoah
By KIM NORTH :
Times Leader Sports Writer

ELM GROVE -~ Bellaire hadn’t been to the
OVAC Softball Tournament since winning the
title in 2003, Melissa Lahna’s first year as head
coach.

Ten long years later, the No. 2 seed Big Reds
enjogcd qualifying for the 2013 tournament so
much that they played a little longer than usual

Tuesday night in knocking off third-seeded

Shenandoah, 6-3, in an 8-inning thriller on

Ben’s Field in a Class 3A semifinal under the
- lights at the J.B. Chambers I-470 Complex.

“We made a goal at the beginning of the sea-
son to get into the top 4," Lahna explained after
a wild celebration. “Then, after we got into the
top 4, we made the goal of winning it (the
championship).

“Yesterday (Monday) we didn’t play very
well, but we won,” she added, “and it came
back and haunted us a little today. But I'l] tell
you what, those 11 girls over there have more
heart than anyone 1"ve seen.”

The victory propels Beflaire into the champi-
onship game Saturday at 12:15 p.m. against
undefeated Fort Frye (17-0), which blanked
River, 6-0, in the other semi Tuesday, once
again at the I-470 Complex.

With one out and the score deadlocked at
five in the bottom of the eighth, Dallas
Messenger laid down a perfect bunt that she
legged out for a single. After she stole second,

Megan Ging ripped an 0-1 pitch to left. Lahna }

wasn't hesitating in sending the speedy
Messenger as her left arm looked like a wind-
mill on a windy day. Messenger rounded third
and headed for the plate, but the throw never
came. Instead, for some unexplainable reason,
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ALTHOUGH BELLAIRE'S Megan Ging wasn't her sharpest on the mound

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

the leftfielder came up firing to second base as Tuesday night, sher delivered the game-winning hit in the bottom of the eighth
inning as the Big Reds rallied to defeat Shenandoah, 6-5, in OVAC Class 3A
semifinal action. Additional images can bea found at cu.tiniesleadsroniine.com™

Messenger slid in safely to win the game.
See, BELLAIRE, Page B2

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
'RIVER’S RACHEL Hutchison takes a strike during
Tuesday's OVAC Class 3A semifinal against Fort
Frye. The Pilots fell, 6-0. Additional images can be
found at cu.timesleaderoniine.com

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

ELM GROVE ~— It's been said
time and time again that it’s hard to
beat a team three times in one sea-
500, ‘ -

Fort Frye remained unbeaten in
17 starts as it blanked River 6-0
Tuesday afternocon in an OVAC
Class 3A semifinal on Ben’s Field at
the J.B. Chambers I-470 Complex.

The victory was the third for the
Cadets over the Pilots (13-8).

“They’re a really good team. We
played with them for awhile, but
you've pgot to puts runs on the
board,” River head coach Pave
Wright noted.

“If you don’t score funs, you don’t
win."”

Fort Frye scored five of its half-a-
dozen runs on two swings of the bat.
Lexie Huck unleoaded a 2-shot.to

River shut out
by Fort Frye, 6-0

dead cénter with one out in the first
inning, and Abby Baker sealed the
deal with a towering 3-run shot to
left in the sixth.

“After losing in the championship
finals the last two seasons, these
girls are a little hungry,” Fort Frye
head coach Barb Sleek said.
“Hopefully, we can get one
Saturday.”

With the win, top-seeded Fort
Frye will meet No. 2 Bellaire, which
squeaked out an 8-inning, 6-5, nod
over Shenandoah, earlier Tuesday.

River had runners on base in every
inning except the fifth and sixth, but
couldn’t move them around the
basepaths. The best shot came in the
first when Monica Curtis doubled
over the left fielder’s head with one
out. She moved to third on a wild
pitch, but an infield popup and

strikeout swinging ended that threat.

See, RIVER, Page B2
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LTHOUGH BELLAIRE'S Megan Ging wasn't her sharpest on the mound

:ond base as Tuesday night, she delivered the game-winning hit in the bottom of the eighth

Shadyside
blanked
in Class A

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

ELM GROVE -~ It didn’t take
Shadyside head coach Jillian
Ongley long to realize that
Tuesday just wasn’t going to be a
good day for her Lady Tigers.

Ace pitcher Megan Heagney
walked the first two Wheeling
Central hitters of the game,
including lead-off hitter Joni
Zavolia on four pitches.

The Lady Knights made
Heagney and the Lady Tigers (9-
5) pay, not only in that inning
with four runs, but time and time
again en route to a convincing
,10-0, victory in a 6-inning short-
ened mercy-rule game during the
OVAC Saftball Tournament Class
2A semifinals at the J.B.
Chambers' I-470 Complex.

“I don’t know that she’s ever
walked the lead-off batter on four
pitches,” Ongley confessed. “We
kind of knew at that point that
things weren't going to go our
way. Give Wheeling Central cred-
it because they tock advantage of
every opportunity ‘and renlly made
us pay.” -

The Lady Knights, who are now
16-7, will return to 1-470 for
Saturday’s 10 a.m. title game
against the winner of today’s 4
p.m. encounter, pitting top-seeded
Steubenville Central against No. 4
Cameron.

*“This {championship) game is
where we want to be,” said
Central head coach Rick
Magruder. “For uvs, this starts our
run. We put it all in line to be
playing our best ball at this time

Sea, SHADYSIDE, Paga B2
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sle reason, ALTHOUGH BELLAIRE'S Megan Ging wasn’t her sharpest on the mound

nd base as Tuesday night, she delivered the game-winning hit in the bottom of the eighth
ime. inning as the Big Reds rallied to defeat Shenandoah, 6-5, in OVAC Class 3A
semifinal action. Additional images can be found at cu.timesleaderoniine.com

River shut out
by Fort Frye, 6-0

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sporis Writer

dead cénter with one out in the first
inning, and Abby Baker sealed the
deal with a towering 3-run shot to
left in the sixth.

“After losing in the championship
finals the last two seasons, these
girls are a little hungry,” Fort Frye
head coach Barb Sleek said.
“Hopefully, we can get one
Saturday.”

With the win, top-seeded Fort
Frye will meet No. 2 Bellaire, which
squeaked out an 8-inning, 6-35, nod
over Shenandoah, earlier Tuesday.

River had runners on base in every
inning except the fifth and sixth, but
couldn’t move them around the
basepaths. The best shot came in the

ELM GROVE — It's been said
time and time again that it’s hard to
beat a team three times in one sea-
S0, : ‘

Fort Frye remained unbeaten in
17 starts as it blanked River 6-0
Tuesday afternoon in an OVAC
Class 3A semifinal on Ben’s Field at
the J.B. Chambers I-470 Complex.

The victory was the third for the
Cadets over the Pilots (13-8).

“They’re a really good team. We
played with them for awhile, but
you've got to puts runs on the
board,” River head coach Dave

Wriffht nog:d. , p first when Monica Curtis doubled
“if you don’t score tuns, you don’t over the left fielder’s head with one
T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY i) » out. She moved to third on a wild

tkes a strike during .

Fort Frye scored five of its half-a-
iifinal against Fort y.,0n runs on two swings of the bat.
nal Images can be | exie Huck unloaded a 2-shot to

pitch, but an infieid popup and
strikeout swinging ended that threat.

Sea. RIVER. Paase B2

ELM GROVE — 1t aman’i wke
Shadyside head coach Jillian
Ongley long to realize that
Tuesday just wasn't going to be a
good day for her Lady Tigers.

Ace pitcher Megan Heagoey
walked the first two Wheeling
Central hitters of the game,
including lead-off hitter Joni
Zavolta on four pitches.

The Lady Knights made
Heagney and the Lady Tigers (9-
5) pay, not only in that inning
with four runs, but time and time
again en route to a convincing
,10-0, victory in a 6-inning short-
ened mercy-rule game during the
QVAC Softball Tournament Class
2A semifinals at the J.B.
Chambers’ -470 Complex.

“T don't know that she’s ever
walked the lead-off batter on four
pitches,” Ongley confessed. “We
kind of knew at that point that
things weren't going to go our
way. Give Wheeling Central cred-
it because they took advantage of
every opportunity and reaily made
us pay.”

The Lady Knights, who are now
16-7, will return to 1-470 for
Saturday’s 10 a,m. title game
against the winner of today’s 4
p.m. encounter, pitting top-seeded
Steubenville Central against No. 4
Cameron. .

“This (championship} game is
where we want to be,” said
Central head .coach Rick

Magruder. “For us, this starts our
run. We put it all in line to be
playing our best ball at this time

See, SHADYSIDE, Page B2

T-L Phata/SETH STASKEY
SHADYSIDE'S HAYLEY
Holenka (3) stretches for a
throw during Tuesday's OVAC
Class A semifinal against

- Whesling Central. The Tigers

were beaten, 10-0. Additional
images can be found at
cu.timasleaderoniine.com




® River

Continued from Page B1

“If we could’ve gotten that run in, it
might’ve been a different game,” Wright
added. “You just never know.”

The Pilots had runners on first and sec-
ond with one out in their second at-bat, but
2 line drive on & hit-and-run tumed into an
inning-ending double play. In the seventh,
Haylee Bowers reached third on an error
leading off, but she would be stranded.

“We just couldn’t get that ciutch hit
when we needed it,” Wright lamented,

Senior Gabby Goudy was splendid
inside the circle, with the exception of a
couple of pitches. She struck out 10 and
walked just one before giving way to

Curtis in the sixth because of a blister.

“Gabby pitched pretty well today before
the blister started bothering her,” Wright
said. “I give her a lot of credit for even try-
ing ta pitch with it.”

Victoria Mimken struck out seven and
allowed just three hits in tossing the
shutout. Huck added a double to her home
run, while Hali Lemasters singled twice

and drove in the other run.
River 000000 — 03 0
Fort Frye 201003x— 6 7 2
Batteries: Goudy, Curtis (6) and ‘Marshall.
Mimken and Smith.
North  can  be  reached

knorth@timesteaderonline com

at

@ Bellaire

Continued from Page B1

“I was just looking to
make contact,” Ging
explained of her gnme-win-
ning hit. “Anything to win,
We want this more than
anything.” '

The hit capped a raily
that saw the Big Reds trail
:3-0 and 4-2 before tying it
at 4-4 in the sixth. They
also trailed 5-4 entering the
bottom of the scventh
before pulling even.

“We're not a team to
give up,” Ging added. “Not
at all.”

The Zeps (9-9) lost a
doubleheader at Bellaire
early in the season, but they
held their own Tuesday.

“Congratulations to
Bellaire. They never gave
up and battled to the end,”
was all Shenandoah head
coach Tracey Trenner could
say.

After being retired in
order in the first three
frames, Shenandoah tallied

7N

S ‘—y
The Rock Center

Olympic .

Tae Kwon Do"; ,
Welmes... ’

three runs in the fourth,
only to watch Bellaire get
two of them back in the
bottom of the inning when
Elisha Gillespie's 2-out
double to center plated
Mary Garloch, who had
reached on an error leading
ofl. Megan Maffe’'s
grounder was booted as
Gillespie, who had moved
to third on a wild pitch,
raced home.

Kelsey McKenzie's RBI
single with two outs in the
Ssixth put the Noble
Countians ahead, 4-2, but
the Belmont County nine
used Maffe's 2-run double
to center scored Taylar
Canter and Gillespie, whom
both had walked, to tie the
game once again,

Shenandoah went back
on top in the seventh when
Blair Brown laced a leadoff
double to right-center. With
runners on second and third
with one out, Justine
Mallett’s fielder’s choice
grounder scored Brown for
a 5-4 lead.

However, displaying a
never-say-die attitude,
Mackenzie Conroy doubled
to left field leading off the
bottom of the seventh. She

was butited to third by
Canter and scored when
Maffe's 2-out grounder was
misplayed.

“Megan Maffe really
came through a couple of
times for us,” Lahna
praised, “She's usually our
bunter, but today she put
the ball in play.”

The Zeps had a golden
opportunity in the eighth as
Andrea Wood was hit-by-a-
pitch leading off and went
to second on an error. Jenna
Cowgill's soft liner to left
was snagged by a leaping
Canter for the first out,
Ging retired the side with a
pair of comebackers to set
the stage for her extra-
inning heroics.

Messenger was the lone
Bellaire player with multi-
ple hits as she singled
twice,

Ging only fanned one
Zep, but she didn't walk a
batter and scattered nine
hits.

Shenan000 301 10— 5 ¢ 4

Bellaire 000 202 11— 6 B 4

Balteries: Cowgill, Long (6)

and Mallett. "Ging and
Maessenger

North can be reached at
knorth@tfimesleader-
online.com
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of the year. We just tell the girls to come out and play
hatd, have some fun and see what happens.”

The Lady Knights certainly had a lot of fun and what
they saw happen was Shadyside commit seven errors,
amass only four innocent singles and really never truly
‘threaten to score against Lady Knights® pitcher Sarah
Henry,

“Sarah pitched well and we stressed that we wanted to
jump on them early because they did that to us last year,”
Magruder said, )

“We wanted to keep the pressure on and we did because
we hit the ball pretty hard today.”

The Knights made it 5-0 in the third and then tacked on
three more in the fourth when first baseman Ashley Gast
took a Heagney belt-high offering deep into the afternoon
for a 3-run.home run.

“Something wasn’t in Iine for us today because we just
didn’t play like ourselves,” Ongley admitted, “We played
great two games against Martins Ferry on Saturday, but
we just couldn’t get it going today. It wasn't for lack of
effort and the girls were ready to play. It just didn’t £o our
Wﬂy,”

That wusn’t the last time the Lady Knights played long

~ ball. Two batters following Allie Cook’s lead-off triple,
shortstop Sydney Bennington deposited a Heagney pitch
over the ieft-center fence for a walk-off home run.

“When we’re hitting the ball, we’re pretty tough,”
Magruder said. “The key for us is the top three hitters get-
ting on base for our big bats in the midcle. Lately, we've
been doing a good job of that.”

All told, the Lady Knights pounded out 10 hits.
Vanessa Saseen had a double, Henry helped her own
cause with & RBI double in the first. Bennington also had
a double and Gast drove in a run with a singie in the first,

Shadyside 0000 — 0 4 7
Wheeling Central 401302 — 10102
Batteries: Heagney and Dunn. Henry and Visnick.

Staskey can be reached al

sstaskey @timesleaderonline.com




Henry throws four-hitter;
Central improves to 16-7

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING — It didn’t take Shadyside
coach Jillian Ongley long to realize that
Tuesday {'ust wasn’t going to be a good day
for her club, Ace pitcher Megan Heagney
walked the first two Wheeling Central hit-
ters, including leadoff hitter Joni Zavolta on
four pitches.

The Maroon Knights made Heagney and
the Tigers (9-5) pay not only in that inning
with four runs, but time and time again en
route to a 10-0 victory in a six-inning short-
ened game during the OVAC Class 25 Soft-
ball Tournament semifinals at the Chambers
1-470 Complex.

! Photo by Seth Staskey

Wheeling Central's Sydney Bennington Is congratulated by Rick Magruder after
hitting a walk-off, two-run homer in the sixth Inning of Tuesday night's game.

Knights Blank
Tigers in Six Innings

“I don't know that she's ever walked the
leadoff batter on four pitches,” Ongley
said. *We kind of knew at that point that
things weren't going to go our way. Give
Wheeling Central credit because they took
advantage of every opportunity and really
made us pay.”

The Knights (16-7) will return to I-470
for Saturday's 10 a.m. title game against
the winner of today’s 4 p.m. encounter,
pitting top-seeded Steubenville Catholic
against Cameron.

“This (championship) game is where we
want to be,” Central coach Rick Magruder
said. “For us, this starts our run. We put it
all in line to be playing our best ball at this
time of the year. We just tell the girls to
come out and play hard, have some and
see what happens.”

Please See CENTRAL, Page 15

Monarchs
Advance To
Title Game

Rotriga fans nine
Mohigans'in victory

By SHAWN RINE
Sports Editor

WHEELING — The John Mar-
shall softball team hasn't often had
to concern itself with inningg six and
seven this season, But for the second
consecutive night the Monarchs
were taken to the wire, this time in
an OVAC Class 5A semifinal on
Lisa’s Field at the J.B. Chambers I-
470 Youth Sports Complex.

Senior ace Amy Rotriga fanned
nine in a corplete-game effort and
Sissy George plated the winning
run with a fourth-inning double as
top-seed John Marshall (26-3)
edged No. 4 Morgantown (19-8)
by a 5-4 score. The Monarchs, also
ranked No. | in West Virginia, will
meet Wheeling Park, which they
have beaten twice atready, in Satur-
day’s 3:45 p.m. final.

“It was a very good game,’’
John Marshall coach Ed West said.
“We started off hot and I thought it
was going to be a little bit easier
than it was.

“As it turned out, we had to fight
and scrape for everything we got.”

In the end though, the Monarchs
picked up their 20th straight victory, '
marking the second straight season
they have accomplished that feat.
They won their first 29 in 2012
before finally falling in a sectional,
but rebounded to capture a state title,

“It’s hard to fathom,”” West said.
“To do it day, after day, after day is
tough. Usually you have a tough
game here or there, and sometimes
just one bad inning can do you in.

“We're not dp]aying any sﬁ’)uches."

JM jumped on Mohigans starter
Tara Hanson for four runs in the
first inning, sending 10 batters to
the plate. Kristin Lewicki beat a
rundown between third and home
to score the first, then Hannah
Rogerson brought one home with a
single. Alyssa Blake brought anoth-
er in on a fielder’s choice and Mor-
gan Watson walked with the bases
loaded to force in the fourth.

Please See TITLE, Page 15

Greer hits two-run
homer in 4-3 final
By TONY VIOLA
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- pitched, I'm still satisfied with the
outcome.”’

As weil she should be, as Carring-

ton had a solid performance in the
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Photo by Seth Staskey

Wheeling Centrai's Sydney Bennington is congratulated by Rick Magruder after
hitting a walk-off, two-run homer in the sixth inning of Tuesday night's games.

Knights Blank
Tigers in Six Innings

Henry throws four-hitter:
Central improves to 16-7

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING — It didn’t take Shadyside
coach Jillian Ongley long to realize that
Tuesday just wasn’t going to be a %{ood day
for her c'iub. Ace pitcher Megan e:Fney
walked the first two Wheeling Central hif-
ters, including leadoff hitter Joni Zavolta on
four pitches.

The Maroon Knights made Heagney and
the Tigers (9-5) pay not only in that inning
with four runs, but time and time again en
route to a 10-0 victory in a six-inning short-
ened game during the OVAC Class 25 Soft-
ball Tournament semifinals at the Chambers

1-470 Complex.

“I don’t know that she’s ever walked the
leadoff batter on four pitches,” Ongley
said. “We kind of knew at that point that
things weren’t going to go our way. Give
Wheeling Central credit because they took
advantage of every opportunity and really
made us pay.”

The Knights (16-7) will return to I-470
for Saturday’s 10 a.m. title game against
the winner of today’s 4 p.m. encounter,
pitting top-seeded Steubenville Catholic
against Cameron.

“This (championship) game is where we
want to be,” Central coach Rick Magruder
said. “For us, this starts our run. We put it
all in line to be playing our best ball at this
time of the year. We just tell the girls to
come out and play hard, have some fun and
see what happens.”

Please See CENTRAL, Page 15

nuuigd 1drns nine
Mohigans in victory

By SHAWN RINE
Sports Editor

WHEELING — The John Mar-
shall softball team hasn’t often had
1o concern itsélf with innines six and
seven this season. But for Lﬁe second
consecutive night the Monarchs
were taken to the wire, this time in
an OVAC Class 5A semifinal on
Lisa’s Field at the J.B. Chambers I-
470 Youth Sports Complex.

Senior ace Amy Rotriga fanned
nine in a complete-game effort and
Sissy George plated the winning
run with a fourth-inning double as
top-seed John Marshall (26-3)
edged No. 4 Morgantown (13-8)
by & 5-4 score. The Monarchs, also
ranked No. 1 in West Virginia, will
meet Wheeling Park, which they
have beaten twice already, in Satur-
day’s 3:45 p.m. final.

“It was a very good game,"’
John Marshall coach Ed West said.
“We started off hot and 1 thought it
was going to be a little bit easier
than 1t was.

“'As it turned out, we had to fight
and scrape for everything we got.”

In the end though, the Monarchs
picked up their 20th straight victory, '
marking the second straight season
they have accomplished that feat.
They won their first 29 in 2012
before finally falling in a sectional,
but rebounded to capture a state title,

“It’s hard to fathom,”* West said.
“To do it day, after day, after day is
tough. Usually you have a tough
game here or there, and sometimes
Just one bad inning can do you in.

“We’re not playing any sfouches.”

JM jumped on Mohigans starter
Tara Hanson for four runs in the
first inning, sending 10 batters to
the plate. Kristin Lewicki beat a
rundown between third and home
to score the first, then Hannah
Rogerson brought one home with a
single. Alyssa Biake brought anoth-
er in on a fielder’s choice and Mor-
Fan Watson walked with the bases
oaded to force in the fourth.

Please See TITLE, Page 15

' Tony Viola
Indian Creek’s Marissa DeFallo throws to
he infield during warmup Tuesday night.

Greer hits two-run
homer in 4-3 final

By TONY VIOLA
Staff Writer

WHEELING — The OVAC Class
5A semifinal, which pitted Wheelin
| Park against Indian Creek, seemeg
{ like it would become a pitching duel
? between the Redskins’ Paige Geanan-
gel and the Patriots’ Carly Greer.

Park coach Dee Davis, however,
had a change of plans,

‘I was going to start (Greer)
pitching, but I decided to go with

Park Victorious in Semis

Skylar (Carrington),”* Davis said.
“‘Either one of them could have
pitched. I'm still satisfied with the
outcome.”’ .

As well she should be, as Carring-
ton had a solid performance in the
circle to go with a two-run homer by
Greer that gave Park (17-2) a 4-3
victory against the Redskins at
Lisa’s Field.

“‘(Indian Creek) didn’t really tee
off on Skylar,”" Davis noted. “"I"hey
had a couple of hard hits, but no con-
secutive ones that could hurt us. I
thought she did a nice job.”

 Please See PARK, Page 15
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(Continued from Page 13)
© “If we would have settled
down on our rundown there
in the first inning it might
have been a different out-
come,”’ Morgantown coach
Lotri Lipscomb said. “We
have executed the rundown,
I don't want to say flaw-
lessly because that’s a big
word, but we usually exe-
cute it a lot better than we
did that time.”’

After Rotriga set down
the side on strikes in the
first, Morgantown began to
chip away. The Mohigans’
first hit cleared the left-field

fence off the bat of Nicole §

Walker in the second. An

inning later an error
allowed Lynsi Bean to |

reach with two outs and
Megan DeBastiani brought
her home with a ringing
double into left-center to
cut it to 4-2.

John Marshall though,
scratched through for the
winner in the fourth.
Lewicki led off with an
infield single and swiped
second before Hanson

retired two in a row.
George found herself in an
0-2 hole but fouled off a
couple pitches and eventu-
ally got it to a full count
before ripping a double into
the gap in left-center field
to make it 5-2.
Morgantown rebounded
for a pair in the sixth inning,
An error allowed one to
score and an RBI single off
the bat of Kelcy Shreves cut
it to 5-4. But Rotriga, who

hasa’t had to work this late
in contests much but was
involved in a nail-biter for

the second night in a row,
aliowed a two-out single
before striking out Heidi
Hormell to end 1t.

*I told my girls a long
time ago that good teams
find a way to win, and
we're a good team and have
been ﬁnding ways to win,”’
West said. “We've had a lot
of games this year when
we’ve had a pretty easy
time of it.

“It's a tribute to our
entire team and especially
Amy for her grittiness and
for hanging in there."’
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(Continued from Page 13)

The game went scoreless
for the first three innings
before Creek (11-3) got its
first nun off a Geanangle sac
fly that drove in Marissa
DeFallo.

The Patriots answered
back in the fourth as Greer,
who started the inning with
a leadoff double, crossed
home plate after a hit from
Kelly Albers. Park got its
first lead two batters later as
Ashleigh Sidon’s fielder’s
choice gave time for Mor-
Ean Karnell to give the

atriots a 2-1 advantage,

After Camrington walked
DeFallo to start the fifth, the
Park pitcher couldn’t field a
bunt by Bre Mays and then
couldn't get the throw to
first, which bought time for
DeFallo to score and just
enough for Mays to make it
around to third,

The next batter, Megan
Markja, hit a sac fly into
right field as Mays made it
3-2 Redskins,

Kristin Slater reached on
a Creek error to start the
bottem of the inning for
Park before Greer smacked
the eventual game-winner
over the lefi-field fence.

“*We needed that,””
Davis pointed out. **We
needed someone to igm:k us
and that was good that she

did that. The last tf;cpoult);cm
or seven games, she's been
hjtt}'AJ}g the ball well.”

ter Park went in order
in the sixth, the Redskins
had one last chance to
to get the better of the
Carrington. The sopho-
more, however, was cool-
er than ever.
. Carrington ended the
inning striking out two,
including Geanangel swing-
ing, to pick up a victory.

*I think she pitched a
good game,”’ - Redskins
coach Angie Penner sajd.
‘‘We thought we had a
chance because we had the
top of our order coming u;
{in the seventh), but, 15«3;[’
said, give their pitcher a lot
of credit. She held us off
and we couldn’t hit the ball
when we needed to.””

The victory gives Park a
rematch with rival John
Marshall for the OVAC
5A title.

*“The whole thing is in
their heads,”” Davis said of
the Patriols. *“You've got to
hit (Amy) Rotriga. If you
can hit Rotriga, you can win
ihe game. She strikes out
2(-some a game, so that’s
the whole thing. Hopefully
her arm will be sore
because she had to pitch
nine innings then she had to
pitch a tough game (Tues-
day against Morgantown).




Crusaders Rally Past Dragons

Cameron will face Central

i i ik
Saturday in title game 5
By SHAWN RINE
Sports Editor
WHEELING — Knowing how hard

Cameron had to battle just io make the
OVAC Tournament, Steubenville
Catholic coach Jim DiCarlo wasn’t sur-
prised the Dragons took his team to the
wire Thursday at Lisa’s Field. Batfling
some initial nerves, the Crusaders ral-
lied with two runs in the bottom of the
sixth inning of the Class 2A semifinal
for a 3-2 victory.

The Crusaders return at 10:30 on
Saturday morning to face Wheeling
Ceantral in the title game. :

“1 think the OVACs always brings
the best out of teams,”’ DiCarlo said.
“You’ve got to give Cameron credit.

“That's a program that is used to win-
ning at this level.”

Steubenville’s Micca Mirabella slides
into second while Cameron shortstop
Lexi Aston attemnpts to tag.

After the Dragons (14-6) had struck for
two runs in the top of the sixth, the bottom
half began with Taylor Clark, playing with
a torn ACL, reaching on a single and
being replaced by Fran Capaldi.

Please See CRUSADERS, Page 19

St. John Blanks

Irish’s Absalom pitches
fourth no-hitter, 17 Ks

By TONY VIOLA
Staff Writer
WHEELING — Sometimes it’s hard
to get high school kids to focus. Just ask
their teachers.
It might be even harder to get 4 group

of high school girls who have won 16 of |

their 18 games this season to focus on a
team that has won only eight of its 25.
So when No. 1-seeded St. John went
into its OVAC Class 1A semifinal with
No. 4 Paden City, Fighting Irish coach
Jerry Magistro was faced with that
conundrom.
‘‘Sometimes you've got to watch
go'mg into games like (this),”” he said.
*You tell your kids don’t take any-
body lightly, but sometimes, you know
how it [s with kids — they're kids. It’s
hard to get kids up for every game.

Paden City, 7-0

Photo by Teny Viola

Paden City's Kelsey Loy delivers a
pitch during Thursday’s game.

You try to do that as a coach, and
that’s what we try to do.”’

The Irish coaching staff succeeded as
Hannah Absalom pifched her fourth no-
hitter of the season as St. John beat
Paden City, 7-0, on Ben's Field.

Please See ST. JOHN, Page 19

Buckeye Local Looking to Repeat

Harrison Central
edges St. C., 4-3

evenin

against {op-seeded Martins
Ferry (13-5) on Thursdag
on Lisa’s Field,

by Kierstyn Czuchran. She
was the only Panthers
player to have more than
one hit as she also singled
and finished with two KBL

Krissy Hotlosz singled
and drove in two runs for

while Harri- o
WHEELING — Buck- son Central | M

eye Local will be looking survived, 4-.| '3 @
to repeat Saturday after- 3, against St. F ¥
noon whern it meets Harri- Clairsville | §.43
son Ceniral for the earlier in the Prep
OVAC Class 4A softball evening on | Roundup
championship. Ben’s Field.

The No. 4 seed Panthers
(8-10) advanced with a 7-
5, semifinal triumph

Buckeye Local scored

‘five runs in the fourth,

highlighted by a home run

the Purple Riders.
Harrison Central 4
St. Clairsville 3
WHEELING - Katie
Ellzy uvltimately worked
out of a bases-loaded,

See REPEAT, Page 19




(Continued from Page 17)
‘‘Unfortunately, we
don’t get to see a lot of
pitchers that are quite that
good in the regular sea-
son,”’ Paden City coach
Jeanne Fox. **Our bats
needed to come around.
We needed to be a little
tougher out in the field in
that one inning. We had
our breakdown inning (the
third),”’ . .

It was a different feeling
on the other side.

**We did what we had
to do to win,”” Magistro
noted. *‘Hannah Absalom
does what she does all the
time, pitched her game.
We didn’t hit like we
wanted to hit; we’re used
to hitting. Sornetimes that
happens.”

Absalom fanned eight of
the first nine batters she -
faced as the game was still
scoreless as it went into the
bottom of the third, but
that's when the junior
showed off her talents
behind the plate as well.

With two on, Absalom
reached on an error that
scored Kylie Falcone and

Kaydie Coppa as St. John

took a 2-0 lead.

Abbey Adams went in as
a courtesy runner for Absa-
lom and was brought it on
a Morgan DPeLuca hit into
left field.

Deluca then crossed the
plate as the Wildcats were
distracted with trying to tag
out Caitlin Sliva.

After Absalom added
three more strikeouts to her
total, Amber LaMotte came
home in the bottom of the

fourth on a Cheyenne Harris -

groundout to make it 5-0.
Absalom then drove in

Falcone and Coppa for a

second time on a double

into left field to arrive at k

the final score.

The junior carried a per-
fect game into sixth, but
walked Graeson Baker to
lose her chance at her third
perfect game of the year.

““We wanted to get
everyone (into the game},”
Magistro said, “‘It wasn’t
about trying to win the
game in five innings.
These kids come to prac-
tice every ddy, and I think
it’s good for them to get

- that experience. It wasn’t

into an OVAC game to' get

about how much you win
by or this and that.” As long
as everybody got to play,
that was our goal (Thurs-
day).”

The Fighting Irish
accomplished that goal as
they sent 11 different play-
ers up to the plate, includ-
ing Adams, a quite little
freshman, who ended St.
Johns” hitting as she dou-
bled into right field in the
bottom of the sixth.

“This girl here doesn’t
say two words,”’ Magistro
noted. *‘She comes to the |
gym, works hard. T don’t |
now where that came
from. That was one of the
best hits of the day. She
shot one out there that [ |i
didn’t think she had it in
her to do it. Again, these |,
kids work hard. It's a great
group of kids.””

. The Fighting Irish will
try to capture back-to-back
LA fitles, but will have to
wait until Saturday after
Madonna and Bishop
Doanhue face off to see
who they will face.

CRUSADERS

{Continued from Page 17)
One out latglr, 1%Al.:shlyptn{:l
Daley ripped the first pitc
she gawplgrom Linda Hall
into deep left-center, scor-
ing Capaldi with the tying
run. Hall struck out the next

“They have confidence

and Marissa Meintel

that we can hit the ball and
come back. That’s what we
did. We hit the bail hard in
that sixth inning.”’

It was a tough-to-swal-
low defeat for Coach

brought them both home
by ripping a 2-2 pitch into
deep right for a double.
“This is probablf' the
best game we've played |
this year with a lot of very
inexperienced players,

batter, but Megan Lloyd
stammed an 0-2 pitch
between shortstop and third
to score what turned out to
be the winning run.

That rally was made
possible by Steubenville
Catholic (15-3) second
baseman Kelsey
Grandinetti. Cameron had
already scored twice and
was threatening to tally
another, but Grandinetti
made a diving catch on a
Janis Williams liner and
fired to third from her
knees to complete a double
play and end the sixth.

went out and falked to them
and told them °if we hplq
them we are going to win,

’* DiCarlo recalled. “We've
been down many times and
our kids have not panicked.

“That was really key. I -

Mark Witzberger’s young
Dragons. They hadn’t had
much success against Cru-
saders freshman hurler
Alex McComb, who
fanned 10 — all in the
first five innings.
However, Hall, who
struck out eight and did not
issue a walk, kept Cameron
in it until the bats came
alive. Natalie Trowbridge
led off the sixth with the
game’s lone walk but was
erased on Hall’s fielder’s
choice grounder. Audrey
Bryan followed with her
second single of the game

Witzberger said. “I could-
n't be prouder of them.

] think at the beginning
of the year if you would |
have asked anyone, with
what we lost (to gradua-
tion) and the players
we've had to move into
positions they’ve never
played before, to get to
this point and play this
well speaks very highly of
the girls and the e:ffort
they put in every day.

McComb helped her
own cause with an RBI
single in the fourth.

JOHN DEERE
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T-L Photo/KIM NORTH
BUCKEYE LOCAL'S Morgan Staten (9) avolds Martins Ferry catcher Krissy
Hotlosz to score during the fourth inning of Thursday night's Class 4A game on
Lisa's Fleld at the 1-470 J.B. Chambers Complex. The Panthers won, 7-5, 1o
eamn a right at defending their title on Saturday. Looking on is Buckeye Local
head coach Joe Soos. Additional images can be found at
cu.timesleaderoniine.com

Buckeye
IS back
to defend
4A crown

- No. 4 Panthers oust
top-seed Martins Ferry

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

ELM GROVE — Seeking a repeat,
That’s what Buckeye Local will be lock-

‘ing to do Saturday afternoon when it meets

Harrison Central for the Ohic Valley
Athletic Conference’s Class 4A softball
championship.

The No. 4 seed Panthers (8-10) advanced
with a hard-earned, 7-35, semifinal triumph
over top-seeded Martins Ferry (13-5) on a
cool Thursday evening on Lisa’s Field at the
1-470 1.B. Chambers Complex.

“It feels great. It really does feel great
because that was one of our goals,” Buckeye
Local head coach Joe Soos said of reaching
the title tilt. “We’ve had a ot of adversity
lately, and we’ve been without our top pitch-
er for seven games, which didn't help mat-
ters, but our kids have grown through it and
learned from it.

“We came in here (today) with the
approach that we were zero-and-zero,” Soos
added. “Just like Martins Ferry ... zero-and-
zero.”

The Purple Riders struck first when Addie
Suriano ledoff the bottom of the first with a
walk. After stealing second, she scooted to
third on n wild pitch. With one out, she raced
home on Tyrah King’s groundout.

See, BUCKEYE, Page B2

Harrison Central holds
off St. Clairsville, 4-3

By KIM NORTH
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head coach Jos Soos. Additional images can be found at
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Harrison Central holds
off St. Clairsville, 4-3

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

ELM GROVE — Harrison Central and St. Clairsville split a pair
of regular-season games this season. '

When the two Buckeye 8 rivals met Thursday afternoon at the I-
470 1. B. Chambers Complex, a berth in the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference Class 4A championship game was at stake.

The second-seeded Huskies (12-4) earned the coveted spot with
a 4-3 nod over the No. 3 Red Devils (9-8) on Ben’s Field.

“It was a great game by both teams,” Harrison Central head
coach Donnie Bethel said. *I don’t think either team played its best,
I know we can play better than we did today,
and I know St. Clairsville can play better
than they did.

“In the end, we did just enough and some-
.| times that’s all it takes ... just a little more.”

4  Lauren Figura's bloop single to shallow

center with two outs in the first inning
scored Beanz Hommel, who had singled and
went to second on a groundout, to give St
Clairsviile an early 1-0 lead.

It remained that way until Harrison Central bunched half of its
six hits in the bottom of the third, scoring three times for a 3-1
advantage.

Roni Caldwell, the No. 9 batter, drew a one-out walk and Paige
Dunlap singled sharply to left. Kiley Staley followed with a single
up the middle that loaded the bases. Kara Dunfee’s base rap,to left
scored Caldwell and kept the bases juiced. An infileld grounder was
misplayed, allowing Dunlap and Staley to cross the plate.

The two pitchers — Figura and Katie Ellzy — dominated the
middle innings until Harrison Central got a run in the bottom of the
sixth. Jessica Custer laced a leadoff single down the rightfield line
and Shianne Nameth followed with a solid base knock to left. A
groundout left runners on the corners, but another costly error
allowed Custer to score what turned out to be the decisive tally.

Bown to their last at-bats, the Red Devils quickly displayed that
never-say-die approach as Alicia Avila singled to left leading off.
After Krista Morrison was hit with a pitch, Summer Gallentine’s
roller to third resulted in a force out. Mikayla Otto’s bloop single to

See, HARRISON, Page B2

’ T-L Photo/KiM NORTH
HARRISON CENTRAL leftfielder Roni Caldwell, left, holds
onto the softball despite colliding with shortstop Hannah
Edwards during the second inning Thursday afterncon at
the 1-470 J.B. Chambers Complex. The Huskies prevailed,
4-3, over St, Clairsville. Additional images can be found at
cu.timesleaderonline.com

Absalom no-hits Paden City as SJC seeks ‘A’ repeat

who have won 16 of their 18

By TONY VIOLA
For The Times Leader

ELM GROVE — Sometimes
it's hard to get high school kids
to focus. Just ask their teachers.

It might be even harder to get
‘a group of high school girls

games this season to focus on a
team that has won only eight of
its 25.

So when No. I-seeded St,
John went into its OVAC Class
1A semifinal with No. 4 Paden
City, Fighting Irish coach Jerry

Magistro was faced with that
conundrum.

‘‘Sometimes you’ve got to
wateh going into games like
(this),” he said. ‘*You tell your
kids don’t take anybody lightly,
but sometimes, you Know how
it is with kids — they're kids.

It"s hard to get kids up for
every game. YOu try to do that
as a coach, and that’s what we
try to do."”’

The Irish coaching staff suc-
ceeded as Hannah Absalpm

See, SJC, Page B2




® SJC
Continued from Page B1

pitched her fourth no-hitter of the sea-
son as St. John beat Paden City, 7-0,
on Ben's Field at the I1-470 J.B.
Chambers Complex.

“Unfortunately, we don’t get to see
a lot of pitchers that are quite that
good in the regular season,”’ Paden
City coach Jeanne Fox. **Our bats
needed to come around, We needed to
be a little tougher out in the field in
that one inning. We had our break-
down inning (the third).””

It was a different feeting on the
other side,

‘“We did what we had to do to
win,’’ Magistro noted. **Hannah
Absalom does what she does all the
time, pitched her game. We didn't hit
like we wanted to hit; we’re used to
hitting. Sometimes that happens.”’

Absalom fanned eight of the first
nine batters she faced as the game
. was still scoreless as it went into the
bottom of the third, but that’s when
the junior showed off her talents
behind the plate as well,

With two on, Absalom reached on
an error that scored Kylie Falcone and
Kaydie Coppa as St. John took a 2-0
lead.

Abbey Adams went in as a cour-
tesy runner for Absalom and was
brought in on 2 Morgan DeLuca hit
into left field.

DeLuca then crossed the plate as
the Wildcats were distracted with try-
ing to tag out Caitlin Sliva.

After Absalom added three more
strikeouts to her total, Amber
LaMotte came home in the bottom of
the fourth on a Cheyenne Harris
groundout to make it 5-0,

Absalom then drove in Faicone and

nnings. These kids
lcome to practice
very day, and I
1 think it's good for
them to get into an
OVAC game to get
k that experience. It
wasn't about how
. much you win by or
this and that. As long
as everybody got to
M play, that was our
B goal (Thursday).”
9 The Fighting Irish
accomplished that
goal as they sent 11
different players up
M to the plate, includ-
ing Adams, a quite
little freshman, who
ended St. Johns' hit-
ting as she doubled
into right ficld in the
bottom of the sixth.
“*This girl here
doesn’t say two
] words,'’ Magistro
noted. '*She comes

ST. JOHN Central's Hannah Absalo

plateward Thursday night during th

Lslni d 1o the gym, works
Fhoto/TONY VIOLA hard, [ don’t know
m fires a pitch where that came

e OVAC Ciass from. That was one

A semifinal against Paden Cily. The Irish won, 7-0. of the best hits of the

Coppa for a second time on a double
into left field to arrive at the final
score,

The junior carried a petfect game
into sixth, but walked Graeson Baker
to Jose her chance at her third perfect
game of the year,

“‘We wanted fo get everyone (into
the game),”’ Magistro said. **Tt wasn't
ahott trvino th win tha anman i~ £

day. She shot one
out there that I didn’t think she had it
in her to do it. Again, these kids work
hard. It’s a great group of kids.”

The Fighting Irish will try to cap-
ture back-to-back 1A titles, but will
have to wait until Saturday after
Madonrna and Bishop Donahue |
tonight face off to see who they will
face
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left loaded the bases and we couldn’t do that,” Bethel hit,” he added. “They (St.C.) and didn’t walk a batter.

"NORMALLY WE ciose Michacla Miller drove in noted played tough, but at the end of the St Clairsville will host

really strong, but for some Morrison. “We closed well enough. 'l day, we had one bigger inning Buckeye Local in regular-season

feason today, we couldn’t Gallentine scored on an emorto  take that, than they did.” action today. Harrison Central

do that.™ make it 4-2, byt Ellzy got a “This is the third time we've Hummel had g pair of base will welcome Marting Ferry in a
- Donnie Bether  COMEDacker to end the game. :played each other. The girls know  knocks for the Red Devils, key Buckeye 8 matchup,

Harrison Central Head Cogeh “Normally we clgse really one another. They know where Figura struck ont Jjust one and North can pe reached at

— Strong, but for some reason today, we hit, and we know where they walked two, Ellzy fanned seven knon‘h@!imesleaderonline.com
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Buckeye Local broke the
game open with a 5-spot in
the fourth. With one out,
Karlee Leonard doubled off
the centerfielder’s glove in
deep center and Kierstyn
Czuchran sent the next
pitch from Shaye

Delecnardis well over the
225-sign in dead center for
@ 2-1 edge. Lauren Swiger
followed with a laser down
the third base line that
resulted in a double and
Rachel Hoagland’s bloop
single moved Swiger to
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third. A groundout by Amy
Balk made it 3-1 and
Kaylee DeCesare’s single
chased home pinch runner
Morgan Staten. Becky
Zeroski's RBI single
capped the outburst.

“Our bats finally came
alive,” Soos allowed.
"Offensively, we probably
had a little more than
Martins Ferry, but they are
an outstanding defensive
team. Their defense is sec-
ond 1o none. They made
plays that kept them in the
game; and they had a
chance to win it.”

Martins Ferry got one of
those runs back in the bot-
tom of the frame as King
scored on a two-out error,
mating it 5-2.

A two-run fifth by
Buckeye Local proved to be
the difference in the end.
Taryn Tonkovich legged
out an infield roller and
Aliyah Marelli singled to
right. When the ball
skipped away from the
rightfielder, Tonkovich
rounded the bases and
Marelli sped to third. She
raced home on Leonard’s
sacrifice fly to center for a
7-2 bulge.

The Purple Riders didn't
g0 quietly as they tallied
three times in their last at-
bat and had the tying run at
the plate.

Brooklyn Monroe and
Kylie Stalder coaxed back-

-Buckeye

to-back lead off walks from
Local’s Ivy
Starcher. Morgan Stalder
beat out an infield grounder
on a bang-bang play to load
the bases before Krissy
Hotlosz lined a single to
center that scored Monroe
and Kylie Stalder to make it
7-4. Hotlosz stole second
uncontested and Suriano’s
groundout plated Morgan
Stalder for a 7-5 reading.
An infield popout and
grounder to short ended the
threat, and the game.

“In knew that one run
wasn't going to stand very
long against a team like
Buckeye Local that hits the
ball like they do,” Martins
Ferry head coach Paige
Williams offered. “We did-
n’t give up and we had a
good fight in the seventh.
We just couldn’t get the hit
out of the infield in the
end.”

Czuchran was the lone
player with more than one
hit as she also singled.

Starcher struck out three
and walked four, but only
allowed four harmless sin-
gles. DeLeonardis fanned
three and didn’t issue a free
pass. She gave up nine hits.

The Panthers and
Huskies will meet at 2 p.m.
on Lisa’s Field Saturday for
the title.

North can be reached at
knorth@timesleader-
online.com



The John Ma-rshall softhall team celebrate
on Friday. The Monarchs defeated rival W

" Pholo by Toy Viola

their Class §A champlonship victory
heeling Park, 6-0,

JM Repeats As
Class 5A Champs '

Rotriga, big bats
lead the way

By SHAWN RINE
Sports Editor

WHEELING - The
* whole thing is not lost on
Ed West. As his John Mar-
shall softbal] team’s lIoIphy
case continues to bulge,
West understands what he's
witnessing.

“This 1s a special group
-— & very special group,”

West said Friday night at
Lisa’s Field.

He made the comment
after watching the Mon-
archs (27-3) easily handle
tival Wheeling Park, 6-0,
to claim the OVAC Ctass
5A championship for the
second straight season. In
addition, it’s the 21st
straight victory for John
Marshall, which hasn’t
been beaten by a team
from either West Virginia
or Ohio this season.

“You don’t get these

kind of talented players on

our team every year,”’

fest said, “This group has
been very good for a really
long time, and now we’re
seeing the results of a lot of
hard work they’ve put in
over the years."’

The recent additions to
the trophy case include not
only the two OVAC titles,
but hardware representing
sectional, regional and state
championships.

Please See JM, Page [0

Bishops Rout Blue Dons, 10-1

Guzek throws one-hitter

By JIM ELLIOTT
Staff Writer

WHEELING - Madonna coach
€hris Conti shook his head and said it
just wasn’t his team’s night.

No, Friday night belonged to Bishop
Donahuve’s Andrea Guzek.

Thoogh she continued her week-long
struggle with her control, Guzek tossed a
one-hitter and helped herself with three
hits, including a mammoth three-run

homer on her way to a five-RBI outing,
as she led the Bishops to 2 10-1 victory

against the Blue Doas in an OVAC Class_

1A semifinal at Lisa’s Field.

Bishop Donahue wound up with 11
hits in the game, but if you put them end
over end, they might not have gone as
far as Guzek's homer — save for her
two other extra base hits.

**She crushed it,”” Bishops coach Curt
Mele said of the blast, which came in
the bottomn of the seventh and accounted

Please See BISHOPS, Page 10

* Photo by Jim Eiliott
BD's Selena Ghaphery is tagged by
Madonna's Brianna Fierrl as she
slides Into third. Making the call is

. umpire Dan Delande.
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{Continued from Page 9)

for the game's final three
runs. “*As soon as it hit the
bat, I knew it was gone,
That was one of the hardest
hit balls that anyone on our
team has hit all season.”’

Trailing 7-1 at that point,
with Guzek swinging a hot
bat all night, Conti didn’t
consider walking her.

“*1 told my pitching
coich let’s pitch to her and
we’ll see what happens,”’
he said.

The ball landed 25 feet
beyond the fence in left-
center, scoring Megan
Rush and Katie Scott.

The one-hitter was a bit
misleading in that Guzek

walked nine and Madonna
had at least one baserunner
in six of the seven innings.
The only time it scored
was in the fifth when
Amanda Paul walked and
came around.to score on a
groundout by Madison
Burchill,
The rest was all Bishops.
*‘They were the better
team,”” Conti said, **We did-
n't play well. We didn’t field
it well (four errors), We did-
n’'tdo a lot of things well.”’
That was part of Mele's
plan, as he had his runners
stealing at nearly every
chance. When they stayed
ut for the moment, his
itters moved them over

— and sometimes in  —
with bunts,

‘I thought we played a
pretty good small ball game
advancing the runners.”’
Mele said. ‘*We did take
advantage of some of their
errors. We were aggressive
on the basepaths. We put a
lot of pressure on them
that, in tern, led to their
errors’’

The Bishops scored two
in the fiest thanks to a walk
and a pair of Blue Dons
misc¢ues. The only hit in the
frame was a single by
Scott,

They added another in
the third on Guzek’s RBI
double and three more in

the fifth, with Guzek hitting
an RBI triple, another run
crossing the plate via error,
and a bunt single by fresh-
man Abbey Mele. She and
fellow freshman Sommer
South combined for three
Hits and two runs.

*‘1 think it's starting to
come together for them,”
Mele said. **They’re start-
ing to play like sopho-
mores now.”’

The final three runs
crossed on Guzek's blast.

Bishop Donahue will
face St. John in a rematch
of last year’s final today at
3:45 p.m.

“We’'re going to have
our hands full,”” Mele said.

JM

(Continued from Page 9)

If this senior class has its
way, three more pieces of
hardware will scon be on
the way.

The Monarchs relied on
senior ace Amy Rotriga in
the circle, as she struck out
cight and was in control
throughout. Classmates
Kristin Lewicki (two dou-
bles, RBI), Kylie Howard
{double, triple, RBI) and
Morgan Watson (two sin-
gies) brought the big
sticks, while junior center
fielder Sissy George ripped
a pair of deep doubles and
drove in a pair to lead a
LO-hit attack.

“They always hit the
ball,”” Wheeling Park (16-
5) coach Dee Davis said. “I
tried to tell Carly (Greer)
location is more important
than the curve ball.

“They tee off on you.”

That they did.

The Monarchs struck for
two in the first and added a
third run in the third as
Watson led off with a walk
and was plated two outs
later by a Howard double.

“The defense was solid,
the pitching was great and 1
thought we hit the ball real
well,”" West said. “That’s
what { preach to the girls, is
it doesn't matter what our

@) JOHN DEERE

a

lineup is (because) we can
hit from top to bottom.

“That’s what we’ve been
doing for a long time. Just
because we have 7-8-9
coming up doesn’t mean
we can't score.”’

John Marshall made it 4-
0 in the fourth as Watson
got on with an infield sin-
gle and scored as Lewicki
hit one off the wall — nar-
rowly missing a home run
— in dead center. The
Monarchs finished the scor-
ing an inning later as
Howard tripled leading off
and scored on George's
second RBI double. George
then came home on a 2-2
single by Rotriga.

That was more than
enough for the southpaw in
the circle. Rotriga allowed
two hits — a first-inning
double by Kelsi Johnson
and a sixth-inning single by
Marissa Tucker, and no

Patriot reached third base,

“She’s been really good
since she got here as a
freshman,”” West said of
Rotriga. “She’s been unre-
nl, throwing the best that
she’s ever thrown.

“Park’s always a big
game, and to put them
away like we did is a little
sweet,”’

Friday marked the third
straight victory this season
for the Monarchs against
the Patriots.

“Last year they beat us
every game and then we
split with them in the sec-
tional — everything was
close,'® Davis recalled. “But
we haven’t been close to
them (this year). it’s been
10-1, 8-3 and now 6-0,

“I'm going to regroup
Monday and there might be
a whole different team out
there. Players, attitude and -
everything.”’
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Buckeye Local
edges Harrison
to repeat |n 4A

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

ELM GROVE — Prior to the 2012 softball season,
Buckeyé Local hadn’t won an OVAC title since 1999.

Well, the Panthers are celebrating back-to-back
charnpionships after their gut-check, 4-3,
nod over Buckeye 8 rival Harrison
Central in the Class 3A title tilt Saturday
afternoon on sun-splattered Lisa's Field
at the I-470 J.B. Chambers Complex.

“We’ve faced a lot of adversity this
season, but these girls have battled
through it as a team,” Buckeye Local (10-9)
head coach Joe Soos said after winning his second title in
as many seasons. “When Ivy (Starcher) came back, we’ve
gotten good play out of all of them for the last 6 or 7 days
now. Who knows what is going to happen?

“You just have to get it going at the right time,”
added. “I like where we are at right now.”

Leading 3-2 in the bottom of the sixth, the fourth-seeded
Panthers, who didn’t even qualify for the playoffs until the
final day, watched as the second-seeded Huskies (13-5)
rallied to draw even when pinch runner Paige Richards
raced home on a wild pitch with two outs.

Ses, BUCKEYE, Page C4

he

By KiM NORTH
Times'Leader Sports Writer

ELM GROVE - Hannah
Absalom wasn’t perfect, but she
i was darn close to it Saturday after-
noon.

The hard-throwing righthander
tossed her second consecutive no-
hitter as No. | seed St. John
Central (18-2) defended its
OVAC Class A championship
with an 8-0 whitewashing of sec-
ond-seeded Bishop Donahue on

BUCKEYE
LOCAL
seniors
Taryn
Tonkovich,
Aliyah
Maralii,
Kaylee
DeCesare,
Amy Balk
and Rachel
Hoagland
hoist the
Class 4A
champi-
onship iro-
phy after

_| edging
Harrison
Central, 4-
3 Saturday
1 afternoon.
Additional
images
may be
found at
cu.timeslea
deron-
line.com

T-L Phata/MIKE
PALMER

SJC on top of 1A again

* Absalom hurls second no hitter of the tourney

turned into a double play. Megan
Rush popped up the attempt and
Morgan Deluca spriong out from
behind the plate to snag the ball,
She then spun and fired a strike to
Sydney Helms at first to complete
the twin-killing.

“What can you say about
Hannah?” veteran St. John Central
skipper Jerry Magistro said of his
ace. “She deserves everything she
gets because she's a nice kid who
works very hard.”

Absalom, who now has four no-




ELM GROVE - Prior to the 2012 softball season,
Buckeye Local hadn't won an OVAC title since 1999,

‘Well, the Panthers are celebrating back-to-back
championships after their gut-check, 4-3, :
nod over Buckeye 8 rival Harrison
Central in the Class 3A title tilt Saturday
afternoon on sun-splattered Lisa's Field
at the I-470 J.B. Chambers Complex.

“We've faced a lot of adversity this %
season, but these girls have battled
through it as a team,” Buckeye Loca] (10-9)
head coach Joe Soos said after winning his second title in
as many seasons. “When Ivy (Starcher) came back, we’ve
gotten good play out of all of them for the Iast 6 or 7 days
now. Who knows what is going to happen?

*You just have to get it going at the right time,” he
added. “I like where we are at right now.”

Leading 3-2 in the bottom of the sixth, the fourth-seeded [3
Panthers, who didn't even qualify for the playoffs until the
final day, watched as the second-seeded Huskies (13-5) |
rallied to draw even when pinch runner Paige Richards
raced home on a wild pitch with two outs,

See, BUCKEYE, Paga C4

T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER
ST. JOHN'S Kaydie Coppa tries to avoid Bishop
Donahue's Salena Ghaphery during a play at shortstop
Saturday afternoon in the OVAC Class 1A final. The
Lady Irish prevailed, 8-0.

Bellaire denied by Fort Frye

By KiM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

ELM GROVE - Bellaire took undefeat-
ed Fort Frye to the limit Saturday afternoon,
but the Cadets scored the lone run of the
game to remain perfect in 18 decisions.

Victoria Mimken struck out 16 and sin- &nd we are. "
gled in the only run she would need with - Melissa Lahna
two outs in the bottom of the fourth as the Beliaire Head Coach
I e—

top-seeded Cadets blanked the No. 2 Lady

“THIS DOESN'T define us. There is
a lot of season loft for us. This game
shouid show some people that we
are legit. There are a ot of people
out there that don't think we're legit,
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SJC on top of 1A again

- Absalom hurls second no hitter of the tourney

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

ELM GROVE - Hannah
Absalom wasn’t perfect, but she
was dam close to it Sarurday after-
noon,

The hard-throwing righthander
tossed her second consecutive no-
hitter as No. 1 seed St. John
Central (18-2) defended its
OVAC Class A championship
with an 8-0 whitewashing of sec-
ond-seeded Bishop Donahue on
sun-baked Lisa’s Field at the I-
470 1.B. Chambers Complex.

She whiffed 10 and missed a
perfect game with a fourth-inning
leadoff walk to Tess Fallova, who
was erased when a bunt attempt

turned into a double play. Megan
Rush popped up the attempt and
Morgan DeLuca sprung out from
behind the plate to snag the ball,
She then spun and fired a strike to
Sydney Helms at first to complete
the twin-killing.

“What can you say about
Hannah?” veteran St. John Central
skipper Jerry Magistro said of his
ace. ““She deserves everything she
gets because she’s a nice kid who
works very hard,”

Absalom, who now has four no-
hitters this season and seven for
her career, seemed unphased by
all of the attention she’'s been
receiving.

According to most softball

See, SJC, Page C2

Reds (17-3) by a 1-0 count to capture the
OVAC Class 3A Championship on sun-
splashed Lisa’s Field at the [-470 J.B.
Chambers Complex.

“Qur bats let us down today,” Beilaire
head coach Melissa Lahna said. “That was
our one fault today, but I'll tell you what,
these girls played hard. They have nothing
to be disappointed in. It was a hard-fought
battle here. It wasn’t an easy game for ejther
side.

“They (Fort Frye) came to play and hit
the ball better than we did today,” Lahna
added.

Mimken was nearly untouchable as she
only permitted a 2-out bloop single to Mary
Garloch in the first inning and an infield sin-
gle to Megan Ging in the sixth, also with
two outs. She fanned 10 in a row from the
last out of the first through the fourth.

See, BELLAIRE, Pags C2

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
BELLAIRE shortstop Taylar Canter
throws to first during the fifth inning of the
Class 3Atitle game. Bellaire fell, 1-0.




® Buckeye
‘Continued from Page C1

Instead of hanging its heads and
getting down, Buckeye Local rallied
back to score the game-winner in the
top of the seventh. With one out, sen-
ior Aliyah Marelli, who was celebrat-
ing her birthday, dotbled to left-cen-
ter as Paige Dunlap failed to come up
with the bail after a valiant diving
effort. Karlee Leonard followed with
a double down the left field line that
easily scored Marelli.

The first two Harrison Central bat-
ters in the bottom of the seventh
watched as the count went to 3-0, but
Ivy Starcher fought back to retire
both on strikes — the first swinging
and the second locking. She then
induced a comebacker to seal the
deal.

“This is her first complete game in
three weeks,” Soos said of his ace in
the circle. “She’s had a pulled muscle
in her back. She plays angry. She gets
the eye of the tiger and she’s tough.”

Harrison Central took an early 2-0

lead as Katie Ellzy blasted a run-scor-
ing triple to deep right-center with
two outs in the first frame, Dunlap,
who had walked leading off, raced
home on the hit. Ellzy scored when
Starcher was called for an illegal
pitch,

The Huskies wouldn't dent home
plate again until Richards scored in
the sixth.

During that stretch, Starcher, who
struck out 10, had set down 14
straight Harrison Central hitters,

Trailing 2-0, Buckeye Local cut
the deficit in half in the second when
Amy Balk’s sacrifice fly to left plated
Lauren Swiger, who had walked. A
wild pitch advanced her to second
and she moved to third on a ground-
out.

The Panthers took the lead in the
fifth as Taryn Tonkovich reached on
an error with one out. Marelli
launched an 0-2 pitch for a triple to
the fence in right-center to make it 2-

2. With the count 1-1 on Leonard,

Ellzy uncorked a wild pitch that

Marelli scored on for a 3-2 edge.
“Buckeye has been playing well of

- late, and they played well today,”

Harrison Central head coach Donnie
Bethel allowed. “They gave us a few
of the runs that we got, so we can’t
complain about anything,

“Both teams played hard. [ can’t
fault my team’s effort,” he added.
“The bottom line today was the best
team didn’t win, but the team that
played the best won. No doubt about
that today.”

Marelli finished a home run shy of
the cycle as the Panthers managed
eight hits.

Tessica Custer had a pair of singles
and a run batted in for Harrison
Central,

Buckeye Local visits East
Liverpool Tuesday night, while
Harrison  Central * ‘entertains
Barnesville Thursday.
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® SJC

Continued from Page C1

guru’s Saturday, Absalom
might have become the first
pitcher to author back-to-
back no-nos in an OVAC
semifinal and champi-
onship game in the same
season.

“Awesome,” she said
when informed of that. “It
feels really good. All of my
pitches were working
today.”

Bishop Donahue head
coach Curt Mele was also
impressed with Absalom’s
performance.,

“What can 1 say about
her? She’s a fabulous pitch-
er and had everything going
for her today,” he said, “We
Jjust ran into a buzzsaw,”

With the win, St. John
Central recorded its ninth
OVAC softball crown, John
Marshall also has nine,
while the Bishops total 13,
one more than Wheeling
Central.

“It never gets old when
you win championships,”
Magistro said with a smile,
“The valley is big on
OVACs and it's nice when
your kids can put them-
selves in place to win an
OVAC championship.

“Winning an OVAC title
is always one of our poals,
but it’s not our only goal,”
Magistro stressed. “It's one
of them. Getting to play
against teams from West
Virginia makes it even
more special to win an
OVAC title.”

With Absalom working
her magic inside the circle,
the Irish led 1-0 before
posting five runs in the bot-
toin of the fourth to take a
commanding 6-0 advan-
tage.

Kylee Falcone, the Irish’s
No. 9 hitter, was hit-by-a-
pitch with one out and
Kaydie Coppa walked.

® Bellaire

Continued from Page C1

The hard-throwing senior
needed just 76 pitches —
61 strikes ~ and threw a
first-pitch strike to 18 of
the 24 batters she faced.

L1 9 5 SR}

W Deliaire—
Continued from Page C1

The hard-throwing senior
needed just 76 pitches —
61 strikes — and threw a
first-pitch strike to 18 of
the 24 batters she faced.

"Victoria has been this
for vs for four years now,”
Fort Frye head coach Barb
Sleek praised. “She won an

' OVAC championship as a

freshman, and now she’s

| won one as a senior.”

It appeared as though

| Fort Frye had scored a run

in the second when Hali
Lemasters was ruled put for
leaving third base early on

. fly ball to Garloch in left.

The Cadets finally broke

' through against Ging when

Natalie Smith ripped a dou-
ble to deep center. Courtesy

| runmer Tori Hendershot
. scored on Mimken'’s single

to right one pitch later,
“This doesn’t define us,”

| Lahna admitted. “There’s a'
- lot of season left for us.

This game should show

- some people that we are
' legit. There are a lot of peo-

ple out there that don't
think we’re legit, and we

Doare.

*“They (Fort Frye) are

( one of the best teams in the

state, and we held them to
one run,” Lahna continned.
“I thought (Megan) Ging

¢ pitched well today, our bats
- just Jet us down a little bit,”

Ging fanned two and

. scattered five hits. She did-
- n't walk a batter, but hit
| one.

“I thought we were a lit-

' tle dead at the plate today,
i but, fortunately, that’s not

our bread and butter,” Sleek

¢ said. “We make sure that

we don’t give up a lot of
runs, s0 we don't have to
score a lot,

“Pitching and defense
won this championship for
us.”

Bellaire is back in action

. Tuesday when it travels to
. Martins Ferry in Buckeye 8
" actinn



Panthers
Nip Huskies
In Class 4A

By KIM NORTH
For the News-Register
WHEELING - Prior to the
2012 softball Season, Buckeye

since 1999,

Well, the Panthers are celebrat-
ing back-to-back championships
after their gut-check, 4-3, nod
against Buckeye 8§ rival Harrison
Central in the Class 3A title tilt
Saturday afternoon op Lisa’s
Field,

“We’ve faced a lot of adversity
this season, but these Zirls have
battled through it as a team,”
Buckeye Local coach Joe Soos
said. “When Ivy {Starcher) came
back, we’ve goiten good play out
of all of them for the last six or

1s going to happen?

“You just have to get it going at
the right time. I like Where we are
right now,”

Leading 3-2 in the bottom of
the sixth, the fourth-seeded Pan-
thers (10-9), who didn’t even
gua}ify for the playoffs until the
inal day, watched as the second-
Seeded Huskies ( 13-5) rallied to
draw even when pinch runner
Paige Richards raced home on a
wild pitch with two outs.

Instead of hanging its heads
and getting down, Buckeye Loca?
rallied back to score the game-
winner in the top of the seventh,
With one out, senior Aliyah
Marelli, who was celebrating her
birthday, doubled to left-center as
Paige Dunlap failed to come up
with the ball after a valiant diving
effort. Karlee Leonard followed
with a double down the left-field
line that easily scored Marellj.

The first two Harrison Central
batters in the bottom of the sev-
enth watched as the count went to
3-0, but Ivy Starcher Tought back
to retire both on strikes — the
first swinging and the second
looking. She then induced a
comebacker to seal the deal.

“This is her first complete

See, Panthers, Page B4
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Local hadn’t won an OVAC tite -

seven days now. Who knows what - |

Continued from page Bl

game in three weeks,”
Soos said of his ace.
*She’s had a pulled muscle
in her back. She plays
angry. She gets the eye gf
the tiger and she’s tough,

Harrison Central took an
carly 2-0 lead as Katie
Ellzy blasted a run-scoring
triple to decp right-center
with two outs in the first
inning. Dunlap, who had
walked leading off, raced
home on the hit. Ellzy
scored when Starcher was
called for an illegal pitch,

The Huskies didn’t dent
home plate again until
Richards scored in the
sixth,

During that stretch,
Starcher, who struck out
10, had set down 14
straight Harrison Central
hitters.

Trailing 2-0, Buckeye
Local cut the deficit in
half in tha carng When

Amy Balk’s sacrifice fly
to jfeft lated Lauren
Swiger, who had walked.

The Panthers took the
lead in the fifth as Marelli
launched an 0-2 pitch for
an RBI triple to the fence
in right-center to make it
2-2. With the count 1-1 on
Leonard, Ellzy uncorked a
wild pitch that Marelli
scored on for a 3-2 edge.

“Buckeye has been
playing well of late, and
they played well (Satur-
day),” Harrison Central
coach Donnie Bethel said.
“They gave ud a few of the
runs that we got, so we
can’t complain about any-
thing,

Mgareili finished a home
run shy of the cycle as the
Panthers managed eight
hits, _

Jessica Custer had a pair
of singles and a run batted
in for Harrison Central.
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OVAC Crowns Softball Champions

Phuto ;y Seth Sm;kéy
Bellaire’s Megan Ging comes out of the circle to field a
ball and fire to first base Saturday.

By KIM NORTH
For the News-Register

WHEELING - Bel-
laire took undefeated Fort
Frye to the limit Saturday
afterncon, but the Cadets
scored the lone run of the
%ame to remain perfect in

8 decisions.

Victoria Mimken struck
out 16 and singled in the
only run she needed with
two outs in the bottom of
the fourth as the top-seed-
ed Cadets blanked the No.
2 Big Reds (17-3) by a 1I-
0 count to capture the
OVAC Class 3A Champi-
onship on Lisa's Field.

“Our bats let us down,”
Bellaire coach Melissa
Lahna said. “That was our
one fault, but I'll tell you
what, these girls tgllayed
hard. They have nothing to
be disappointed in. It was
a hard-fought battle here.
It wasn’t an easy game for
either side.

“They (Fort Frye) came
to play and hit the ball bet-
tet than we did."”

Mimken was nearly
untouchable as she permit-
ted only a two-out bloop
single to Mary Garloch in
the first inning and an
infield single to Megan

Ging in the sixth, also
with two outs. She fanned
10 in a row from the last
out of the first through the
fourth.

The hard-throwing sen-
ior needed just 76 pitches
61 strikes — and
threw a first-pitch strike to
18 of the 24 batters she
faced.

“Victoria has been
doing this for us for four
years now,” Fort Frye
coach Barb Sleek praised.
“She: won an OVAC
championship as a fresh-
man, and now she's won
one as a senior.”

| Mimken, Fort Frye Edge Bellaire in Class 3A Tilt

It appeared as though
Fort Frye had scored a run
in the second before Hali
Lemasters was ruled out
for leaving third base early
on a fly ball to Garloch in
left.

The Cadets finally
broke through angainst
Ging when Natalie Smith
ripped a double to deep
center. Courtesy ruaner
Tori Hendershot scored on
Mimken’s single to right
one pifch later.

“This doesn’t define
us,” Lahna admitted.

See, Bellaire, Page B3




Photo by Mike Palmer
St. John pitcher Hannah
Absalom works against
Bishop Donahue,

A‘bsalofn No-Hits Bishops in Class 1 A Final

By KIM NORTH
For the News-Register

WHEELING — Hanngh Absa-
lom wasn't perfect, but she was
darn close to it Saturday after-
Noom.

The hard-throwing right-hander
tossed her second consecutive no-
hitter as No. 1 seed St. John Cen-
tral {18-2) defended its OVAC
Class A championship with an 8-
0 beatinig of second-seeded Bish-
op Donahue on Lisa’s Field.

She whiffed 10 and missed a

rfect game with a fourth-inning

eadoff walk to Tess Fallova, who
was erased when a bunt attempt
turned into a double play. Megan

Rush papped up the attempt and
Morgan DeLuca sprung out from
behind the plate to snag the ball.
She then spun and fired a strike to
Sydney Helms at first to complete
the twin-killing.

“What can you say about Han-
nah?” veteran St. John Central
skipper Jerry Magistro asked.
“She deserves everything she gets
because she’s a nice kid who
works very hard.”

Absalom, who now has four
no-hitters this season and seven
for her career, seemed unphased
by all of the attention she’s been
receiving. .

According to most softball

uru’s Samrda&;, Absalom might
Eave become the first pitcher to
author back-to-back no-nos in &n
OVAC semifinal and champi-
onship game in the same season.

“Awesome,” she said when
informed of that. “It feeis really
good. All of my pitches were
working.”

Bishop Donahue coach Curt
Mele was alsp impressed with
Absalom’s performance.

**She’s a fabulous pitcher and
had everything going for her,” he
snid. “We just ran into a buzz-
saw.”

See, Absalom, Page B3

ABSALOM

Continued from page B1

With the victory, St. John
Central recorded its ninth
OVAC softball crown. John
Marshall also has nine,
while the Bishops total 13,
one more than Wheeling

.Central,

“It never gets old when
chl)u win championships,”

agistro said with a smile,
“The valley is big on
OVACs and it’s nice when
your kids can put themselves
in place to win an OVAC
championship.

“Winning an OVAC title

‘is always one of our goals,

but it’s not our only goal,”
stressed Magistro, who won
his 250th game earlier in the
season. “It's one of them.
Getting to play against
teams from West Virginia
makes it even more specia]
to win an OVAC title.’

With Absalom working
her magic inside the circle,
the Irish led 1-0 before post-
ing five runs in the bottom
of the fourth to take a com-
manding 6-0 advantage. -

Kylee Falcone, the Irish’s
No. 9 hitter, was hit-by-a- &«
pitch with one out and Kay-
die Coppa walked. Absa-
lom’s bloop single to shal- :
low right-center plated Fal-
cane to make it 2-0. Morgan ¢
DeLuca reached on an efror |
as CopEEJu raced home. ;
Caitlin Sliva’s infield pop :
was mishandled as the :
fourth run crossed the plate. *
Sydney Helms’ shot up the *
middle was too hot to handle .
as the fifth run of the inning
scored. Kristen Russell’s
bouncer to third was thrown
l(;lle to the plate, making it 6-

“That one inning cost °,
us,” Mele said. “I think we -
gave up four or five runs and .
they (St. John) only had one ;.
bali hit out of the infield.” _

Absalom and DeLuca :
had back-to-back RBI dou- :
bles in the fifth to conclude °
the scoring. They each fin-
ished with a single, double :
and two RBI. Coppa laced a
trio of singles.

BELLAIRE

Continued from page Bl

“There’s a lot of season
left for us. This game should
show some people that we
are legit. There are a lot of
people out there that don't
think we’re legit, and we
are

‘;I'hey (Fcat Frye) are one

of the best teams in the state,
and we held them to one ;|
run. [ thought (Megan) Ging
pitched well; our bats justlet -
us down a little bit.” -

Gin% fanned two and scat- i
tered five hits. She didn't
walk a batter, but hit one.
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OVAC Softball

Softball

champs
saluted

Softball junkies had a field day
Saturday at the sun-baked I-470 J.B.
Chambers Complex in Elm Grove.

Four OVAC titles were decided on
the well-groomed Lisa's Field as
Steubenville Catholic rallied for a
thrill-packed, 8-7, decision over
Wheeling Central for the 2A crown; |
Fort Frye blanked Bellaire, 1-0, in 3A
action; Buckeye Local retained its title
with a hard-earned, 4-3, nod over
Harrison Central in o 4A thriller; and |
St. John Central closed out the day
with an 8-0 verdict over Bishop

oo Daonzhue to defend
its 1A crown.

Having been at
the complex for
nearly the entire
day, I can say that
nobody can
demand a refund
y for lack of action.

‘ I want to con-

. HTH  gratulate  the

Kim’'s Korner: aforementioned

‘ winners, and also
John Marshall which whitewashed
rival Wheeling Park for the 5A cham-
pionship Friday night.

In addition to the action on the
field being well-above average, the
crowds were tremendous, both in size
and enthusiasm,

- I would especially like to take time
to give well-deserved kudos to the
Panthers and Irish, may be a little
more to the Connorville-based squad.

It's no secret that Buckeye Local
has struggled for the majority of the
season, but Joe Soos and his coaching
staff should be commended for the job
they did last week.

Not qualifying for the Final Four
until the last day, the Panthers made a
statement as the No. 4 seed. They,
knocked off top-seeded Martins Ferry
in a Thursday night semifinal before
taking down the second-seeded
Huskies Saturday,

Harrison Central had already beat-
en Buckeye Local twice during the
regular season, but the Panthers
wouldn’t be denied as they rallied for
a 1un in the top of the seventh to pre-
vail,

Senior Aliyah Marelli couldn't
have celebrated her birthday any bet-
ter s she singled, doubled, tripled and
knocked in a run. Oh, by the way, she
also scored the game-winner on
Kariee Leonard’s double.




* Magistro and his coaching staff can

Not quatifying for the Final Four
until the last day, the Panthers made a
statement as the No. 4 seed. They.
knocked off top-seeded Martins Ferry
in a Thursday night semifinal before
taking down the second-seeded
Huskies Saturday. :

Harrison Central had already beat-

en Buckeye Local twice during the
regular season, but the Panthers
wouldn’t be denied as they rallied for
a run in the top of the seventh to pre-
vail.
Senior Aliyah Marelli couldn’t
have celebrated her birthday any bet-
ter as she singled, doubled, tripled and
knocked in a run. Oh, by the way, she
also scored the game-winner on
Kariee Leonard’s double.

“These girls have been so much
adversity this season, but they battle
and battle and never quit,” Soos
praised. “They are a great bunch of
girls and this second title feels really
goad because of what we've been
through,” .

Ironically, the Panthers, who are
now 10-9, are a mere 1-5 in Buckeye
8 competition.

The beat continued for St. John
Central as it won the Class 1A title for
the ninth time, all under veteran head
coach Jerry Magistro.

The victory also marked the first
time the Irish have won back-to-back
titles since capturing four in a row |
from 2004-07. ]

When you mention St. John
Central softball this season, you have
to start with dominating pitcher
Hannah Absalom. The fireballing jun-
ior hurled her fourth no-hitter of the
season Saturday against the out-
manned Bishops.

It was her second consecutive no-
no as she did the trick against Paden
City in the semifinals on Thursday.
According to many softball gurus, she
may have become the first pitcher in
OVAC Softball Tournament history to
accomplish that feat.

I understand that the 1A field isn't
as tough as the other four, but credit has
to go where credit is due. In my many, .
many years of covering the sport,
Absalom is one of the most dominating
pitcher’s I've ever covered,

She also knocked in a pair 'of runs
with a single and double. Senior
Kaydie Coppa served as a great lead-
off hitter as she reached base all four
times she went to the plate. She
rapped & trio of singles and walked.
She also scored twice.

With only Coppa and Kristen
‘Russell graduating after this season,

Iook forward to being in the winner's
circle for some time to come.

Bellaire ran into a buzz-saw in Fort
Frye pitcher Victoria Mimken, who
fanned 16 Lady Reds in tossing a 2-

« hit shttout,

North can be reached at

knorth@timesleaderonline.com



Photo by Shawn Rine
Wheeling Central’s Jonl Zavolta eyes a pitch in front of Stesbenville
Catholic catcher Maddy Gulan during their game Saturday.

Crusaders Stun
Knights to Win
Class 2A Title

By SHAWN RINE
Sports Editor

WHEELING — The
Cardiac Crusaders have
done it again.

Trailing 6-2 after four
innings during Saturday’s
OVAC Class 2A Champi-

i onship against Wheelin

Central on Lisa’s Field,
and needing two to tie
heading into the bottom
of the seventh,
Steubenville Catholic
received some help in the
form of two errors and
went on to score three
times for an 8-7 victorg.
Micca Mirabella's bunt

. was overthrown to second
“and the ball rolled all the

w;e; to the center-field
wall, allowing both Tori
Knight and Mirabella to

" score and tie the game at

7-7 with two outs. Sammi
Giannamore followed with
a double and scored the
winner as Maddy Gulan
laced an 0-2 pitch into
center, setting off a wild

celebration at home plate.

It’s the second consecu-
tive come-from-behind
victory in tournament play
for the Crusaders (16-3),
and this one denied the
Maroon Knights (16-8),
the No, 1-ranked Class A
team in West Virginia,
their third straight OVAC
Crowi.

“We haven’t lost a close
game all year long,™

teubenville Catholic
coach Jim DiCarlo said.
“The threc games we lost
were not close and we've
won about five or six real-
ly close games.

“Qur kids believe. They

‘believe we’ll find a way

gvl%efl"ler it's 1-0, 10-9 or

Wheeling Central had
freshman Crusaders pitch-
er Alex McComb’s num-
ber early as back-to-back,
first-Inning tn‘;gles by Cara
Stahl and Allie Cook

See, Crusaders, Page B3
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made it 1-0. The Knights
tacked on two more before
the inning ended on consec-
utive RBI singles off the
bats of Sydney Bennington
and Sarah Henry.

The Crusaders got two
back in their half of the first
as Gulan tripled home a run
and McComb drove another
in with a single. But Wheel-
ing Central made it 5-2 in
the top of the second thanks
to two of the Crusaders’
four errors in the initial two
innings. Ashley Gast made
them pay with a two-run
single,

“They could have folded
up early becanse we were
hitting the ball very hard
and shutting them down,”
Knights coach Rick
Magruder said of the Cru-
E&ders. “But they keep bat-

ing. ,
“They’re well-coached,
they’re disciplined and they.
also have a group of girls
that don’t know how to
quit.”

Consecutive two-out sin-
gles and a walk by Ben-
nington had the sacks full
of Knights in the fourth.
Henry came through again
with a single into left-cen-
ter for a 6-2 advantage, but
Central left the bases
loaded.

“We had a lot of runners
on and if we score some
more runs you don’t have
to worry about it,” Magrud-

er said.

But the tide changed dra-
matically in the top of the
fifth. With one on and two
out Mirabella ripped a ball
over the head of Wheeling
Central’s left fielder, who
was playing in on. Mirabel-
la quickly circled the bases
for a two-run, inside-the-
park homer to cut the
deficit to two, 6-4.

“Micca’s speed is unbe-
lievable,”’-DiCarlo said.

“That ball she hit over the |

outfielder’s head sparked
us.”

After McComb set the
Marocon Knights down in

Crusaders made the Knights
pay for two of their three
errors on the day in the bot-
tom _of the inning, to win it.

“That’s one of the best-
hitting teams in the valley,”

DiCarlo said of the Maroon

PRI

arder, Steubenville Catholic |

went back to work. Ash-

lynne Daley dropped a 2-2

pitch into right field to
score courtesy runner
Maddy Metcalf, who had
taken over for McComb

who reached on a fielder's 5

choice.

The Maroon Knights, it
seemed, delivered the
knockout blow in the top of
the seventh when with two
outs, No. 9 hitter Cassidy
McCord dropped down a
bunt and beat the throw to
first, allowing courtesy run-
ner Megan Griffin, who
went in for Henry after she
collected her third hit — a
double — to score.

“She had a couple big
hits, she pitched well,”
Magruder said of Henry.

Not to be denied, the
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Knights. “But I thought we
hit the ball well and I knew
sooner or later we would
find some holes and get a
break or two, and we did.

“We both made a lot of
mistakes.

P R

“QOur kids just battle all
the time. If we would have
lost T would have still been
proud of our kids for com-
ing back and battling to
have a shot there at the end
of the game.”




