





























ZA Ule

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — The Shadyside Lady Tigers
never forgot the feeling they experienced last year in the
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Girls Basketball
Championship.

With seniors Karli Bonar, Hayley Holenka and
Kristen Fijulkowski leading the way, Shadyside made
sure they didn’t have to experience it again,

Leading basically wire-to-wire, the Lady Tigers put
an impressive finishing touch on their regular season by
winning the Class 2 A titie, 53-44, over top-seeded
Wheeling Central Saturday morning at the Health and
Physical Education Center on the campus of Ohio
University Eastern.

The win gave Shadyside a 2-1 edge in the season
series against the Lady Maroon Knights and also

See, TIGERS, Page C2 images

T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER
MARTINS FERRY’S Jessica Kinney {20) drives past a
Steubenville defender to the basket Saturday night.
Looking on is the Purple Riders’ Shaina Oberdick (23).
Additional images can be found at cu.timesleader-
onfine.com

SENIOR CHAMPS. Shadyside’s seniors proudly display the Wheeling Hospital OVAC Girls Basketball
Championships Class 2A trophy after the Tigers deleated Wheeling Central Saturday morning. They are,
from left, Kristen Fijalkowski, Haykey Holenka, Dana Jackson, Karli Bonar and Lauren May. Additional

can be found at cu.timesleaderoniine.com

Late cold spell,
turnovers doom
Ferry in setback

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Leading by five with just under
three minutes to play, it appeared as though Martins Ferry
was about to pick up its second Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Girls' Basketball Championship.

However, as red-hot as the Purple Riders have been of
late, they suddenly went ice-cold from the floor and turned
the ball over on three straight possessions as top-seeded
Steubenville ended the Class 4-A fitle tilt on a 14-0 run for
a 45-36 victory inside Ohio University Eastern’s Health
and Physical Education Building.

“That’s the game of basketball,” first-year Martins Ferry
head coach Lindsay Coyne allowed. “They were No. 1 and
they hit a big, big three. Then they hit a jumper in the lane
and we came down and had a few turnovers.

“But the girls were still listening to me and executing the
offense,” she continued. “Some times the ball just won't
drop for you.”

Big Red’s late-game run was ignited by Taylor Young's
bonus bomb that made it 36-34 in favor of the Purple
Riders with 2:41 to go. The next 11 Steubenviile points
cume from the free throw stripe, including two by Mytia
Barker that deadlocked the game at 36.

Abby Taylor’s two charity tosses with 1:48 remaining

See, FERRY, Page C2

Bower propels
Rockets past
St. John Central

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — St. John Central and Conotton
Valley didn't play during the regular campaign this season.

They did, however, play in 2011-12 and Lady Irish head
coach Bubba Kapral remembered a then lanky freshman,
Olivia Bower, doing significant damage for the Lady Reckets,

The long-time Lady Irish head coach is certainly going to
remember Bower for an even longer time this season.

The 6-1 swing player and her Lady Rockets’ teammates
proved to be too much as they seized the Wheeling Hospital-
OVAC Class 1A title with a convincing 50-26 victery in

See, BOWER, Page C3

ST. JOHN
Central's
Kristen Russell
eyes the basket
during Saturday
night's Class 1A
game.Addition-
al images can
be found at
cu.timeslead-
ercniine.com
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found at cu.timaesleaderoniine.com
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RIVER’S EMILE Weaver (20) and
Fort Frye’s Brooke Borich {14) battle
for a rebound during Saturday’s Class
2A game. Additional images can be

Fort Frye
defends
3A crown

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — River just
couldn’t get into the flow Saturday after-
noomn.

As a result, the top-seeded Pilots
dropped a 46-22 decision to Fort Frye in
the Wheeling Hospital OVAC Girls’
Basketball Championships Class 3-A title
game inside Ohio University Eastern’s
Health and Physical Education Building.

Falling behind 13-2 after one quarter,
River (16-6) would never mount any
type of offense as the No. 2 Cadets (19-
3) turned up their defense.

“Fort Frye is a good basketball team,”
River head coach Rick Isaly said during
the post-game press conlerence. “They're

See, FORT, Page C2

St. C.’s Eaton wins
100 free at sectional

By Staff Reports

St. Clairsville’s Michael Eaton
fashioned a first place performiunce
in his specialty — the 100-yard
freestyle — during Saturday’s
OHSAA Eastern District Sectional
Swimming competition contested at
Steubenville High's aquatic facility.

Eaton posted a 50.11 finals time
to nip runnerup Jesse Toney of
Dover. As a result, the Red Devils’
veteran automatically advances to
district action next weekend.
Remainder of district quatifiers was
to be determined by times posted
Saturday and were scheduled to be
made official today. A complete dis-

trict preview will be featured in this
week’s Times Leader.

Eaton produced a runner-up effort
in the 100-yard breaststroke, clock-
ing in at 1:00.41 to finish just short
of Dover's Jake Armstrong whose
victorious winning time was
1:00.16.

Barnesville's Christopher Baker
produced a pair of second place
efforts. The Shamrocks’ senior
clocked in at 5:11.23 in the 500-

yard freestyle and hit the wall in- [

2:10.01 in the 200-yard individual
medley. Baker was runnerup to
River View's Coleston Pope in both
cvents.

See, EATON, Page C3
!
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CLAIRSVILLE'S
Michaet Eaton
swims in the 100-
yard freestyle
Saturday in -

J Steubenville.
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RIGHT:
Shadyside's }
Kristen Fijalkowski |
(13) grabs a |
rebound Saturday
moming as team- |
mate Karlin Bonar
loaks on.

BOTTOM: Hayley
Holenka drives to
the basket for two
of her gama-high
21 points.
Additional images
can be found at
cu.timesleadesroniin
e.com
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avenged last season’s loss when the Lady Tigers were
the top seed.

“Winning the OVAC is always special, but we had
such a bitter feeling last year that this is especially nice,”
said Shadyside head coach Tina Yates. “We wanted to get
the feeling back from two years ago and these kids invest-
ed countless hours to make it happen.”

The Lady Tigers, who will next see action in Division
1V ‘sectional play Saturday against Caldwell, got out of
the gates quickly, which basically set the tone for the
game as the Lady Maroon Knights (17-4) could never get
untracked in the first hailf.

“I thought the difference was our defense,” Yates said.
“It was just a total tenm effort. We worked hard to stop
(Emily) Bucon and (Celleen) McCormick and every girl
contributed in stopping them.”

The aforementioned Lady Tiger leaders —~ Bonar and
Holenka !~ combined for 37 points, while the Knights’
lethal duo was held to just 15 and McCormick scored 11
of those. -

“Shadyside did a good job of clogging up the middle,
taking away driving Janes and just completely took away
Colleen in the first half,” said Central head coach Penn
Kurtz. “Plus, we couldn’t make a shot. It just felt like we
l;waﬁ;e"a step slower than Shadyside for most of the first

The Lady Tigers owned a 20-10 lead at the intermis-
sion after holding Central to just one Delaney Denniston
bonus basket in the second quarter.

“I can’t remember a game when we've ever had just 10
points at halftime,” Kurtz lamented. “We couldn’t get the
ball o go; through the hoop. Shadyside is a great team and
deserved to win. Look at how many of the teams out here
(Saturday) that they've played and beaten.”

Holenka had the hot hand in the first haif as Central did
all it could to bottle up Bonar, who is Ohio’s all-time
leading 3;-pomt shooter. Holenka scored 11 of her points
in the first 16 minutes.

“1 thought our whole offense was good,” Yates said.
“The girl'% played very unselfishly. They were patient and
found thejopen girl."”

That cjntinucd in the second half ns the L'Ts were able
to fend off several mini spurts by the Lady Knights.
Central trailed by nine after three chapters and couldn’t
get much/closer thanks to a 13-0f-20 effort at the line.

Bonar hit three bonus baskets in the game and now has
335 in her career. She also passed out five assists as soph-
omore Kenzie Fielding and junior Toni Andes got poing
in the second half. Andes scored all seven of her points in
the second half and Fielding finished with six points and
four boards.

Senior Kristen Fijalkowski also had o workmanlike

® Ferry

Continued from Page C1

gave Big Red the §
lead for good. Emiley
Masloski, Barker and g
Lysaih Rice all tickled §§
the twihe twice in the
waning moments.

“We do a drill at the
end of practice every
day that’s called the §
28-point drill where we §
see how many baskets §
we can score in four
minutes,” Steubenville
head coach Phil
Casinelli explained. “I
told the girls that we
had four minutes to go.
We've scored as many
as 100 points in four
minutes in practice,
and I think that belped
us today.

I told them to keep
playing solid defense
and the shots would
start to fall eventually,”
Casinelli said.

sure forced the Purple
Riders into six fourth-
quarter turnovers, while
the shots, even from the
foul line, started to
drop.

‘Despite the loss,

“ PhotolMl PALMER
The defensive pres- MARTINS FERRY'S Meghan

Rose is fouled while driving to
the basket Saturday night
against
Additional images can be
found at cu.timasleadar-
onfine.com

Steubenville.

Coyne was quick to

praise the effort of her third-seeded squad.
1 am very, very proud of these girls. There's no reason

for them to hang their heads because they gave a great
fight. T couldn’t be any more proud of them. Yes, we
might have lost on the scoreboard, but you girls are win-

CINCINNATI (AP) -

Tray Woodall scored 14
points and led a late surge
that sent No. 23 Pittsburgh
to a 62-52 victory over No.
17 Cincinnati on Saturday,
keeping the momentum
poing for one of the Big
East's hottest teams.
_ The Panthers (20-5, 8-4)
have won seven of their last
eight games overall and
four of their last five on the
road. They beat No. 6
Syracuse 65-55 a week
ago, vaulting them into the
Top 25.

Woodall hit a pair of free
throws and a 3-pointer dur-
ing a 7-0 run that put Pitt

ahead to stay with 3;21
left. The conference’s
stingiest defense held
Cincinnati (18-6, 6-5)
without a field goal over
the final 9 minutes, 21 sec-
onds.

The Bearcats managed
only seven free throws dur-
ing that stretch. Sean
Kilpatrick led Cincinnati
with 16 points, but had
only one iree throw in the
second half, when he
missed all seven shots from
the field. He came into the
game averaglng 18.3

points, third-best in the Big
East.
Cincinnati missed its last

performance, She had only two free throws, but she made
countiess winning plays that won’t appear in the boxs-
core, including a team-high six rebounds.

McCormick and Denniston had 11 and 10 points,
respectively to lead the Knights. Lindsey Baker con-
tributed eight before fouling out.

Staskey can

be

reached art

sstaskey@tithesleaderonline.com

No. 23 Pitt rallies past No. 17 UC

14 shots and made only
30.8 percent from the field,
a season low.

The Bearcats were com-
ing off a 54-50 loss at
Providence on Wednesday
night that ended when
Kilpatrick lost his dribble at
midcourt while Cincinnati
set up for a final shot.

Both teams rely on their
depth, using 10 players reg-
ularly.

Cincinnati’s depth on the
frontline was tested by an
injury and foul trouble.
Forward Justin Jackson
played only 7 minuntes
before leaving with an
injury. He came out at half-
time and tried to shoot and
shuffled his feet, but
favored his left leg and
quickly gave up.

Center Cheikh Mbodj

fourth foul at the 16:25
mark of the second half,
leaving the Bearcats’ front-
line further depleted. Pitt’s
balance and depth pulled
out a close game through-
out — neither team led by
double digits until the clos-
ing seconds,

The game started as a
defensive slog, which was
expected. Pitt leads the Big
East in defense, allowing
only 54.5 points per game.
Cincinnati is fourth, giving
up 58.6.

Kllpatnck has been the
Bearcats' only consistent
scoring threat lately, with
point guard Cashmere
Wright recovering from a
sprained knee. Kilpatrick
carried his team through the
first half, scoring 15 points
on 5-of-8 shootinpg for a

ners because you play hard, and that’s a coach’s dream.

*“You got here,”
but you girls got here.”

she continued. “It’s been four years,

Senior standout Jessica Kinney scored 25 points to lend
all scorers in the game. Only one other player scored

more than two points.

“Jess is a special player, and maybe we tried to go to
her too many times there at the end,” Coyne admitted.

“But she’s our go-to player.”

Masloski had a team-best dozen lightings for
Steubeaville. Rice, a freshman who came off the bench,
added 11 and drew high praise from her head coach.

“Lysaih renlly gave us a lift early,” he recalled. “When

Emiley (Mastoski) went down with a knee inju

earlier

this season, Lysaih’s minutes really picked up and she has
improved as the season has progressed.”

Martins Ferry held a 29-25 edge off the boards as
Kinney, Shaina Oberdick and Tyrah King all finished
with five each. Barker led Big Red with nine caroms. Rice
chipped in seven and also charted three steals and a pair

of blocked shots,

The Purple Riders, who are idle until next Saturday

_ when sectional tournament action begins, turned the ball

over 17 times, two more than Big Red.
North can be reached at knorth@timesleader-

- online.com
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sound defensively nnd
they're good on the offen-
sive end.

“You have to play your
‘A’ game when you play
this team if you're going to
beat them, and we didn’t
play our ‘A’ pame today.”

Fort Frye, which defend-
ed its title from 2012,
jumped out to a quick 6-0
lead on back-to-back treys
by Morgan Liedtke and
Taylor Buchanan and never
looked back,

Shawntell Parsons made
it 8-0 before the Pilots
woiuld dent their side of the
scoreboard when Cassidy
McCullough scored at the
1:17 mark.

The Cadets would lead
13-2 after the first eight
minutes, but River made a
run in the second eight min-
utes. The Pilots cut the
deficit to 21-15 with just
under a minute to play
before the half, but Morgan
Liedtke knocked down a
three-pointer with 31 ticks
on the clock for a 24-15
advantage.

“That’s something we
didn’t want to do is fall
behind early, and that’s
exactly what we did,” Isaly
added. “We made that one

riin there in the second

veteran Fort Frye head
coach Dan Liedtke said.
“We tried to press some
there in the second quarter
and they were getting
through us. We decided at
haiftime that we were going
to go back to our basic half-
court, solid defense. That’s
what we work on every day
in practice.

“That’s one of our goals
is to keep the other team
from scoring as much as
possible,” Liedtke added.
“So, even if we’re not hav-
ing a good shooting day,
we can still be in the game
because of our defense.”

River was a meager 3-
for-15 from the field (20
percent) in the second half.
For the game, the Pilots
cotinected on just 10 of 34
shots. Meanwhile, Fort
Frye only shot 35 percent
{17 of 4B).,

The telling stat, however,
was rebounding where the
much taller Cadets pulled
down 31 — 12 off the
offensive glass — to nine
for the Pilots.

Fort |Frye’s Diedra
Combs led alt scorers in the
game with 14 points, one
more than teammate Taylor
Buchanan. Combs also
vanked dnwn halfoa.dnzen
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the top seed.

“Winning the OVAC is always special, but we had
such a bitter feeling last year that this is especially nice,”
said Shadyside head coach Tina Yates. “We wanted to get
the feeling back from two years ago and these kids invest-
ed countless hours to make it happen.”

The Lady Tigers, who will next see action in Division
IV sectional play Saturdoy against Caldwell, got out of
the gates quickly, which basically set the tone for the
game as the Lady Maroon Knights (17-4) could never get
untracked in the first half.

“I thought the difference was our defense,” Yates said.
“It was just a total team effort. We worked hard to stop
(Emily) Bucon and (Colleen) McCormick and every gitl
contributed in stopping them.”

The aforementioned Lady Tiger leaders — Bonar and
Holenka — combined for 37 points, while the Knights’
lethal duo was held to just 15 and McCormick scored 11
of those.

“Shadyside did a good job of clogging up the middle,
taking away driving lanes and just completely took away
Colleen in the first haif,” said Central head coach Penn
Kurtz. “Plus, we couldn’t make a shot. 1t just felt like we
were a step slower than Shadyside for most of the first
half.”

The Lady Tigers owned a 20-10 lead at the intermis-
sion after holding Central to just one Delaney Denniston
bonus basket in the second quarter,

“I can’t remember a game when we’ve ever had just 10
points at haiftime,” Kurtz lamented. “We couldn't get the
ball to go through the hoop. Shadyside is a great team and
deserved to win. Look at how many of the teams out here
(Saturday) that they’ve played and beaten.” )

Holenka had the hot hand in the first half as Central did
all it could to bottle up Bonar, who is Ohio’s all-time
leading 3-point shooter. Holenka scored 11 of her points
in the first 16 minutes.

“T thought our whole offense was good,” Yates said.
“The girls ployed very unselfishly. They were patient and
found the open girl.”

That continued in the second half as the LTs were able
to fend off several mini spurts by the Lady Knights,
Central trailed by nine after three chapters and couldn’t
get much closer thanks to a 13-0f-20 effort at the line.

Bonar hit three bonus baskets in the game and now has
335 in her career. She also passed out five assists as soph-
omore Kenzie Fielding and junior Toni Andes got going
in the second half. Andes scored all seven of her points in
the second half and Fielding finished with six points and
four boards.

Senior Kristen Fijalkowski also had a workmanlike

performance. She had only two free throws, but she made
countless winning plays that won't appear in the boxs-
core, including a team-high six rebounds.

McCormick and Denniston had 11 and 10 points,
respectively to lead the Knights. Lindsey Baker con-
tributed eight before fouling out.

Staskey can be
sstaskey@titesleaderonline.com

reached at

No. 23 Pitt rallies past No. 17 UC
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Coyne was quick to
praise the effort of her third-seeded squad.

1 am very, very proud of these girls. There’s no reason
for them to hang their heads because they gave a great
fight. T couldn’t be any more proud of them. Yes, we
might have lost on the scorebouard, but you girls are win-
ners because you play hard, and that’s a coach's dream.

*You got here,” she continued. “It’s been four years,
but you girls got here.”

Senior standout Jessica Kinney scored 25 points to lead
all scorers in the game. Only one other player scored
more than two points.

“Jess is a special player, and maybe we tried to go to
her too many times there at the end,” Coyne admitted.
*But she's our go-to player.”

Masloski had a team-best dozen lightings for
Steubenville. Rice, a freshman who came off the bench,
added 11 and drew high praise from her head coach.

“Lysaih really gave us a lift early,” he recalled. "When
Emiley (Masloski) went down with a knee injury earlier
this season, Lysaih’s minutes really picked up and she has
improved as the season has progressed.”

Martins Ferry held a 29-25 edge off the boards as
Kinney. Shaina Oberdick and Tyrah King all finished
with five each. Barker led Big Red with nine caroms. Rice
chipped in seven and also charted three steals and a pair

CINCINNATI (AP) —
Tray Woodall scored 14
points and led a late surge
that sent No. 23 Pitisburgh
to a 62-52 victory over No.
17 Cincinnati on Saturday,
keeping the momentum
going for one of the Big
Bast's hottest teams.
 The Panthers (20-3, 8-4)
have won seven of their last
eight games overall and
four of their lnst five on the
road. They beat No, 6
Syracuse 65-55 a week
ago, vaulting them into the
Top 25.

Woodall hit a pair of free
throws and a 3-pointer dur-
ing a 7-0 run that put Pitt

ahead to stay with 3:21
left. The conference’s
stingiest defense held
Cincinnati {18-6, 6-3)
without a field goal over
the final 9 minutes, 21 sec-
onds. -

The Bearcats managed
only seven free throws dur-
ing that stretch, Sean
Kilpatrick led Cincinnati
with 16 points, but had
only one free throw in the
second half, when he
missed all seven shots from
the ficld. He came into the
game averaging 18.3
points, third-best in the Big
East.

Ciocinnati missed its last

14 shots and made only
30.8 percent from the field,
a season low.

The Bearcats were com-
ing off a 54-50 loss at
Providence on Wednesday
night that ended when
Kilpatrick lost his dribble at
midcourt while Cincinnati
set up for a final shot.

Both teams rely on their
depth, using 10 players reg-
ularly.

Cincinnati’s depth on the
frontline was tested by an
injury and foul trouble.
Forward Justin Jackson
played only 7 minutes
before leaving with an
injury. He came out at half-

- time and tried to shoot and

fourth foul at the 16:25
mark of the second half,
leaving the Bearcats’ front-
line further depleted. Pitt’s
balance and depth pulled
out a close game through-
out — neither team led by
double digits until the clos-
ing seconds.

The game started as a
defensive slog, which was
expected. Pitt leads the Big
East in defense, allowing
only 54.5 points per game.
Cincinnati is fourth, giving
up 58.6.

Kilpatrick has been the
Bearcats™ only consistent
scoring threat lately, with
point guard Cashmere
Wright recovering from a

MSRP
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1 lessee Conguest™

% went to the bench with his

shuffled his feet, but
favored his left leg and
quickly gave up.

Center Cheikh Mbodj

sprained knee. Kilpatrick
carried his team through the
first half, scoring 15 points
on 5-of-8 shooting for a
31-26 lead.
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of blocked shots.

The Purple Riders, who are idle until next Saturday
when sectional tournament action begins, tumed the ball
over 17 times, two more thon Big Red.

North can be reached at knorth@timesleader-

online.com
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sound defensively and
they’'re good on the offen-
sive end.

“You have to play your
‘A’ game when you play
this team if you're going to
beat them, and we didn’t
play our ‘A’ game today.”

Fort Frye, which defend-
ed its title from 2012,
jumped out to a quick 6-0
lead on back-to-back treys
by Morgan Liedtke and
Taylor Buchanan and never
looked back.

Shawntell Parsons made
it 8-0 before the Pilots
would dent their side of the
scoreboard when Cassidy
McCullough scored at the
1:17 mark.

The Cadets would lead
13-2 after the first eight
minutes, but River made a
run in the second eight min-
utes. The Pilots cut the
deficit to 21-15 with just
under a minute to play
before the half, but Morgan
Liedtke knocked down a
three-pointer with 31 ticks
on the clock for a 24-15
advantage.

“That’s something we
didn’t want to do is fall
behind early, and that’s
exactly what we did,” Isaly
added. “We made that one
run there in the second
quarter, but the third quar-
ter was anether bad one.”

Indeed it was as the
Cadets held the Pilots to
three points in the period,
and seven total in the sec-
ond 16 minutes.

“We just basically
clamped down on them,”

veteran Fort Frye head
coach Dan Liedike said.
“We tried to press some
there in the second guarter
and they were getting
through us. We decided at
halftime that we were going
to po back to our basic haif-
court, solid defense. That's
what we work on every day
in practice.

*“That's one of our goals
is to keep the other team
from scoring as much as
possible,” Liedtke added.
“So, even if we’'re not hav-
ing a good shooting day,
we can still be in the game
because of our defense.”

River was a meager 3-
for-15 from the field (20
percent) in the second half,
For the game, the Pilots
conriected on just 10 of 34
shots. Meanwhile, Fort
Frye only shot 35 percent
(17 of 48)..

The telling stat, however,
was rebounding where the
much taller Cadets pulled
down 31 — 12 off the
offensive glass — to nine
for the Pilots,

Fort Frye’'s Diedra
Combs led all scorers in the
game with 14 peints, one
more than teammate Taylor
Buchanan. Combs also
yanked down half-a-dozen
rebounds, ns did Micayla
Hupp.

McCullough paced River
with eight points. Jensen
Caretti had three rebounds.

North can be reached at
knorth@timesleader-
online.com

WLU women hold off A-B

PHILIPPI, W.Va. - West Liberty shot nearly 60 per-
cent from the floor and held off a late Alderson-Broaddus
surge to beat the Battlers, 83-79, Saturday night in West
Virginia Conference women’s basketball action at Rex

Pyles Arena.
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Saturday’s nightcap
inside the Health and
Physical Education Center

at Ohio University Eastern. .

“Give Conotton Valley
il of the credit because
hey kicked our butts,”
Lapral said. “We didn’t do
~hat we needed to do, but
aaving said that, we played
against a very good team
tonight.”

The Lady Rockets, who
won their only other OVAC
title in 1997, had set the
conference title as a goal as
their first-year coach
Chandra Myers took over
and tried to figure out the
ins and outs of the OVAC,

“I knew pothing about
the OVAC other than it was
a bunch of river teams that
stretched into West
Virginia,” Myers admitted.
“I still don’t know much,
but I am learning and I
know this meant a [ot to
these girls and it’s great for
them that their hard work
allowed them to achieve
one of their main goals.”

Conotton Valley and St.
John were in a back-and-
forth affair in the first quar-
ter with the gnme tied at 12
in the wanning seconds of
the period. However,
Conotton Valley’s
Chandice Cottis picked off
a Lady Irish pass and
turned into a layup and
from there, the Rockets
took off.

“That play hurt, but it
wasn't the turning point,”
Kapral said. “It was just a
speed !bump, but we didn’t
play throogh it as well as
we needed to. It was just
one mistake.”

The Lady Rockets began
to pull away when they
outscoréd the Lady Irish,
14-6 in the second guarter.

After scoring nine points
iy the first period, Bower

T-L Phole/MIKE PALMER
ST. JOHN Central's
Marissa Rose shoots for
two points Saturday
night,

continued to pile up points.
She scored six more and
had 15 of her 20 in the first
half,

“Kristen (Russell) is a
great defender, but Bower
really hit some big-time
shots,” Kapral said. “We
didn’t help (on her) like we
should have, but she’s a
big-time player and we
knew that, She's also got n
nice supporting cast around

her.”

Owning a 28-18 lead at
the intermission, the Lady
Irish came out in the second
half to find seemingly a
cover an the basket at their
end of the court. St. John
didn’t record its first of

three second-half field
goals until there was only
3:02 left to play.

*“They imposed their will
and played more physical
than we did,” Kapral said.
“We like to go baseline to
baseline, but we couldn’t
get out and run. When you
can’t score, that just com-
pounds matters worse and it
wears on you.”

St. John had trouble scor-
ing in the second half
because Bower was erasing
shots at quite a clip. She
swatted eight shots to go
along with her scoring and
15 rebounds, All told, the
Lady Irish cashed just 10-
of-52 from the field for a
frigid 19 percent clip.

“I know ‘Livy’ likes to
block shots,” Myers said,
“She’s pretty long and she
can do it without fouling,
but it still makes me nerv-
ous, We're definitely fortu-
nate to have her on our
teamn. She really steps up
when we need her to, but
she’ll be the first to credit
her tenmmates.”

The Lady Irish, who had
a few players under the
weather, failed to have a
player reach double figures.
Frosh point guard Marissa
Rose led the way with
seven points. Senior lead-
ing scorer Russell and frosh
Jessica Alvey each had six.

“We knew Russell was
their go-to-player,” Myers
said. “I didn’t have a lot of
information to go om, but
we knew we had to lilnit
second chance points, not
turn the ball over and Hmit
Russell’s scoring.”

Bower, meanwhile, was
complemented in the scor-
ing column by Brynlyn
Belknap’s 13 points and 11
boards.

Conotton held a 36-22
edge on the boards.



__ LEADER
‘Fripay, Fes. 8, 2013




OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL

THE TIMES LEADER - Friday, February 8, 2013 - 2

Mechatronics is one of the fastest
growing careers in the country.

Mechatronics blends mechanical, electrical,
computer and instrumentation skills.

Learn how to operate and repair equipment...

...plus troubleshoot and
program the systems that run
these machines.

NEW MARTINSVILLE
'304-233-5900 304-723-2210 304-455-4684

www.wvncc.edu

WHEELING WEIRTON

————————————

&Bro ': Wheeling Hospital OVAC Girls
Baskethall Championships
I Class 1A (Page 3)
| 8 p.m. \
| |No. 1 Conottén Valley vs. No. 2 St. John
PIZZA | Class 2A (Page 6)
$ oo | 10 a.m.
| |No. 1 Wheeling CC vs. No. 3 Shadyside
] Class 3A (Page 10)
Off I 12:30 p.m.
No. 1 River vs. No. 2 Fort Frye
! Class 4A (Page 12)
Any 3 p.m.
Large | |no. 1 steubenvile vs. No. 3 Mariins Ferry
Pizza | Class 5A (Page 14)

5:30 p.m.
No. 1 University vs. No. 2 Morgantown

ON THE COVER

PICTURED are representatives of eight of the
schools in action this weekend at the Whesling
Hospltal OVAC Girls Basketball Championship. Top
row, from left, are Shaina Oberdick (Martins Ferry),
Mytia Baker (Steubenville), Madison Basinger
{(Wheeling Central) and Hayley Holenka
(Shadyside). Bottom row, from left, are Marissa
Hose (5t. John), Olivia Bower (Conotton Valley),
Haylee Bowers (River) and Taylor Buchanan (Fort

Frghea}.
03 Contributed by Seth Staskey, Paul Krajnyak, Katla Parks, Tony
Vicla and Conoiton Valley Schools
Tab Cover DesignMIKE PALMER
Tab Design/SETH STASKEY

I
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Inventory In The State Of Ohiol g "%z

GOOD LUCK TO ALL OVAC TEAMS! J 2
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St. John, Conotton to meet in 1A

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

The Class 1A title game
in the Wheeling Hospital
OVAC @Girls Basketball
Championship is a matchup
of unknowns,

Both St. John Central
head coach Bubba Kapral
and Conotton Valley head
coiach Chandra Myers spent
much of Thursday on the
phone trying to track down
information on the other
team from as many sources
as possible.

What both do know is
they don't have much time
to put together a gameplan,
The top two seeds in the
smallest classification will
clash at 8 p.m. Saturday at
Ohio University Eastern’s
IHealth . and  Physical
Education Center. St. John
Central is seeking its 15th
OVAC title in school histo-
ry, while Conotion Valley
owns just one conference
title.

“Seriously, I don't know
a thing except they beat us
on our home floor last
vear,” Kapral said as he
worked the phones and
email for more information.
“I know they have one of
the best players around in
Olivia Bower, but other
than that, I don’t know
much, but we'll prepare our
team the right way and if
you do that, it doesn’t mat-
ter who you play.”

The common opponents
between the two schools are
the likes of Toronto and
Steubenville Catholic
Ceantral.

“We don’t know too
much about them right
now,” Myers admitted. “I
know we've played some
common opponents and
played them to similar
scores, so I feel like this will
be a very tough game.”

The experience factor
certainly lies in the Lady
Irish comer, They're mak-
Ing their second trip in three
seasons to the' smali-school

CONOTTON VALLEY-(13-5)
No. Name Grade  Height
10 Chandice Cottis 10 5-4
11 Chaska West 11 5-3
13 Olivia Bower 10 6-0
14 Aubri Jones 10 5-3
20 Edie Piper - 11 5-1
21 Brynlynn Belknap 11 5-10
22 Taylor Russell 10 5-6
24 Tristen Wallace 10 5-5
25 Kylie Manbeck 10 5-7
Head Coach: Chandra Myers
Assistant Coach: Luke Donohoe
ST. JOHN CENTRAL (15-6)
No. Name Grade Height
1 Lindsey Froehlich 9 6-1
2  Rachel Porter 9 6-0
4  Kaydie Coppa 12 5-6
10 Caitlin Sliva 10 5-6
15 Chloe Roberts 9 5-6
21 Maggsasﬂose E)0 g—?
22  (ha antin stq 10 -5
-%"'-‘aorggn DQLugg 10 - 5-6
24 Kristen Russell 12 57
{34 Molly Knox ! <11 5-8
135 - Emily: LeMasters:i ! 9. - 59
44 JessicaAlvey’ - 9 . 5-6

Head Coach: Robert “Bubba Kapral
‘Assistant Coaches: Tammy Selmon, Erin
Nicola and Dr. Jerry Liberatore.

title game. They fell to
Madonna in 2011.

*This is our third time in
the tournament and third
time in the finals,” Kapral
said. “This is where we
want to be, The semifinals
were fun and it’'s always
nice to host one of those
games. It’s nice to have the
top seeds in there and now
we've got a chance to win
the OVAC.”

Conotton Valley, mean-
while, is making its initial
appearance in the title game
after it took out Trinity
Christian in the semifinal on
Wednesday night by a
point. -

For Myers, the OVAC -
as a whole - is a new
experience. She’s  a
Garaway High School grad-

uate, who played collegiate-

ly at Ohio University, and is
in her first year as head
coach of the Lady Rockets.

“Anytime a team is play-
ing for a championship,
that’'s where you want to
be,” Myers said. “T don't
think people thought we’d
do this well this year and
our success is all because of
the girls and how hard
they’ve worked,”

While the conference
may be new for Myers, she
got introduced to it quickly
when she sat down with her
team shortly after getting
hired last spring.

“I had each girl fill out a
questionaire telling me
about themselves and their
goals,” Myers said. “Almost
every goal listed the OVAC
title as a goal. Now, they're
one step closer to achieving

it; so we have to go out and
play hard Saturday against a
quality St. John team.”

In reaching the finals, the
15-6 Lady Irish dispatched
the Lady Blue Dons to the
consolation game by a 42-
31 score in a game that the
Green sprinted out to & 17-
0 cushion.

The Lady Irish don't hide
from who they are. Kapral's

squad wants to get up and
down and utilize full-court
pressure to speed up the
game from the outset,

“We have to do what we
do best,” Kapral said. *Our
meal ticket has become fuli-
court pressure. 1 think our
semifinal was the exclama-
tion point of that since we
got out and went up 17-0.”

The Lady Irish employ of

i lineup of two seniors and
three freshmen.

Senior Kristen Russeli is
the unquestioned leader,
averaging nearly 17 points,
and 10 rebounds a game.

The other. senior is
Kaydie Coppa, who is one
of those lock-down defend-
crs that Kapral utilizes in

See, 1A, Paga 4

CONOTTON
ROCKETS

Photo Provided

PICTURED IS the 2012-13 Conotton Valley Lady Rockels basketball team. The tearn consists of
Chandica Cottis, Chaska West, Olivia Bower, Aubri Jones, Piper Edls, Brynlynn Belknap, Taylor
Russell, Tristen Russell and Kyiie Manbeck.

On Behalf Of The
Conotton Valley Board of Education,
Administration & Athletic Department;

GOOD LUCK IN THE
OVAC TOURNAMENT!
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Continued from Page 3

the pressure game.

The balance of the start-
ing lineup consists of ninth
graders Marissa Rose, who
runs the offense at the
point-guard spot. She aver-
ages 13.3 points a game,

Pivot Lindsey Froehlich
is rounding back into form
after- missing a couple of
weeks with an injury. She
had a big pame against
Madonna. The other defen-
sive sparkplug is Jessica
Alvey,

Sophomore Caitlin Sliva
and frosh Emily LeMasters
are the Lady Irish's top two
subs.

“I don't know if three
freshmen are supposed to be
starting in the OVAC final,
but having said that, those
girls have really matured
nicely throughout the
course of the season,”
Kapral said. “We’re young,
but we’ve got a really nice
blend because of those sen-
iors we start.”

Conotton Valley, which
doesn’t boast a senior on the
roster, is led by Bower, who
is averaging 15 points and
8.5 rebonnds per game.

Junior forward Brynlynn
Belknap is the second-lead-
ing scorer and rebounder

with 10 points and- |

six boards. Junior
Piper Edie aver-
ages
points a game,
while sophomores
Chandice Cottis
(4.5 ppg} and
Taylor  Russeil
(4.5 ppg) round
out the starting
lineup.

“I  think this

game is going to |

come down to fun-
damentals and
which team takes
better care of the
ball,” Myers said.

nearly 7|

“We need to con-
tinue to receive
contributions from
everyone on our
tearn and that's we
got in the semifi-
nal.”

.@@.@

gaaa‘f Luck Lady Tich Prao...

T-L PhotoMIKE PALMER
ST. JOHN'S senior
Kristen Russell works the
ball into the post during a
game earlier this season.
Russell is the Lady Irish's
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GOOD LUCK
LADY IRICH!
Fr :

JUST OFF 170 E)(IT?.!D OHCR 214
ST.CLAIRSVILLE, OH

740-695-VETS

Boardng Avallable

THE ST, JOHN
BOOSTERS! | |, miniuomisensros

CITY INSURANCE

3800 Jefferson St. * Bellaire, Ohio
CityInsurance@sbeglobal.net

FPhone: {740) 678-2520

Fax: (740) 676-2516
ome & Auto Christopher Irvin, Owner/Agent
. Imsurance Ardie Loafiler, Agent

Providing

I City Insurance serves the Tri-State Area.
Calli Today for a free no obligation quote,

We ran heip you make sure yol 're geiting the best cm crage for your needs,

ST. JOHN CENTRAL GRADE SCHOOL
. 350-37th Siceet, Bellnire, Ohio 43906
ion Col 740-676-2620/FAX 740-676-8502

$t. John Central
Grade School

“Catholic Schools Ralse The Standards”

O et

Pre-Schoel Registration: March Ist 8:30am-11om « 12pm-2pm
Kinde l‘bBﬂEtl—Hl!l Grude Registration”

March 5, 6 & 7 10sm-5pm in the office

Bring Birth Certificate, Socinl Security Curd,

Enmunization Forms, Baptismnl Certificate

Phate/PAUL KRAJINYAK

PICTURED |15 the 2012-13 St John
Central Lady Irish basketball team. Front
row, from left, are rhanager Brocke
Selmon, Kristen Russell, Kaydie Coppa
and manager Brooke Palmer. Second
row, from lefi, are Molly Knox, Morgan
DelLuca, Gabby Sanilnoceto, Chloe
Robens, Caitlin Sllva and Jessica Alvey.
In back, from left, are assistant coach
Tammy Selman, Emily Lemasters, Rachel
Porter, head coach Bubba Kapral,
Lindsey Froehlich, Marissa Rose and
assistant coach Dr. Jerry Liberatore.

676—4932

“Dedicated to facilitating the work of God’s
grace in the integration of the spiritual,
intellectual, physical, cultural and social lives
of each student.”

" Eutertolearn o Leave to serve

GOOD LUCK ADY IRISH!
WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU!

MIDEI
FOOD & FUEL

301 Walden Ave
Tiltonsville, OH 43963

(740) 859-9926

Perry & Associates
Certified Public Accountants, A.C.

Business Consultants and Tax Preparation
“Bringing More to the Table of What You're Looking For”

Our Services:
Individuat and Business Tax Returns
Oil and Gas Accounting, Advance Land Rent and Royalties
Bookkeeping Services
Governmental, Noa-Profit and For-Profit Audits
Payroll Preparation and Reports
Estate and Trust Planning
Eldercare Planning
Business Planning and Consulting
Financial Staterment Compilation

Parkersburg, WV 8t, Clairsville, OH  Marietta, OH
304-422-2203 740-695-1569 740-373-0056

WWW.perrycpas.com

E(‘;OOd Luck Lady Irish!

Moundsville
304-810-4079

St. Cairsville
740-695-2300

Good Luck
Lady _ !rlsh

WILSON BLACKTOP
635-3566
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Shadyside, Central meet again in 2A

By SETH STASKEY

‘ small-school powers will
Timas Leader Sports Editor

have a chance to add anoth-
er chapter to their growing
rivalry Saturday morning at
10, but the stakes will be a
little higher,

The Lady Tigers and
Lady Maroon Knights will
stage a rematch of their title
game from last season at
Ohio University Eastern’s

When it comes to girls’
basketball, Shadyside and
Wheeling Central know
each other extremely well.

Actually, it might be too
well according to the
respective head coaches.

Regardless, the two

S

Gaad Foed Daly Focea Feam..
J

>

S

5] BELMONT CAREER CENTER a@,
- 110 Fox Shannon Place, St, Clairsvills, OH (%
& 740-695-9130 7
HARRISON CAREER CENTER £23)
2 82500 Cadiz Jewstt Rd., Cadiz, OH ";::
740-942-2148
www.BHCCenters.com Qﬁ&

“YWant Career Swuccess? 4

Education Center in the

Health and  Physical chance to avenge last year’s
game."”

For the Lady Tigers, this
18 their fifth straight appear-
ance in the OVAC final.
Wheeling Central, mean-
while, is making its second
strafght and second overall
trip to the St Clairsville
campus.

“This series has really

become a nice rivalry,” said

Class 2A title game of the
Wheeling Hospitul OVAC
Girls Basketball
Championship.

“We're absolutely look-
ing forward to this chance,”
said Lady Tigers’ head
coach Tina Yates. “Our kids
had hoped we'd have a

Wheeling Central head

coach Penn Kurtz.,

GOOD LUCK AREA “Shadyside’s been a domi-
TEAMS FROM... nant team in the Ohio

Valley and one of the great
teams in the state of Ohio,
which is kind of the same
roles we've been fortunate
enough to play in West
Virginia. I know both teams
really respect each other
and enjoy playing each
other.”

While the Lady Knights
are bidding for a repeat and
their eighth conference title
overall, Kurtz and company
really only feature just two
players, Colleen
McCormick and Emily
Bucon, who saw a lot of
action in last year’s final.

+ Collision Repair
+ Refinishing
* Touch Ups

St. Clairsville Area's

Largest Independent “It’s exciting for the team
Collision Repair | to be back in this game,”

. Kurtz said, *For most of our

Facility team, this will be a new
experience, but I think our

(740) 695-5875 kids are ready for it. We've
Jeff Ross - Qwner played a challenging sched-

ule and [ think
we'll be ready to
go when we step
on the floor.”

The Lady
Tigers, who upset |
second-seeded |.
Bridgeport on its
home floor in
Wednesday's
semifinal, 52-49,
have  certainly
challenged them-
selves throughout
the course of the
first 21 games.

Counting
Bridgeport,
Shadyside  has
played just seven
games  against
Division IV-sized
schools. They
wanied to upgrade
their schedule and
played six games
against what
would equal Ohio |
Division I squads.

“We wanted to

be as balt]e-tested
as poss]ble Photo/PAUL KRA.JNYAK

Yates said. “QOur SHADYSIDE'S Karli Bonar goes
kids responded to up for one of her seven 3-point
the challenges and goals during Wednesday's OVAC
1 think the sched- Class 2A semifinal at Bridgeport.
ule has definitely Bonar, who is now the Ohio State -
made us a better record holder for 3-point goals in
team as we pre- her career, will lead the Lady
Tigers into Saturday's OVAC title
See, 2R, Page 7 game against Whesling Central.

ISINCE 1942 » 740-695-1354 - www.marhefkaautosales.com

TEANIS

River / Rail / Truck / Storage / Aggregate / Water
http://www.mprsupplychain.com/
Bellalre, OH * 740-671-9822

GOOD LUCK AREA TEAMS!
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WHEELING CENTRAL. (17-3)

No. Name . Grade Height
2. Maria Olson 11 52 -
3 . Colleen McCarmick 12 5-10

4 Julianna Ryan 10 5-4

5 Cara Stahl 10 5-4

10 Regan-Blaha 10 5-10
12 Lindsey Baker. "9 5-7
13 Cate Calissie . .9 5-6

15 Delaney Denniston 11 5-6

22  Sydney Bennington 10 5-8

23 MacKenzie Michaels 11 58 .
24 Madjson Basinger 11 59
25 Emily Bucon. .| 12 5-9 i
30 AshtonCross @ 11 . 57
42 Bianca Saporitol - 12. 5-5

44  Elizabeth Stayduhar 12 ° 5-7

Head Coach: Penn Kurtz
Assistant Coaches: Paul Kurtz, Suzie :
| Dailer, L|quay"Amm1i‘ante Bob Robinson!

SHADYSIDE. (14-7) ,
No. Na e : i-Grade  Height
3  Hayley Holenké 12 5-7
4 She yBenede a;. 10, 59 |
A0 ‘**A““Cl GU“Q}M % : ik ;{.”u;"": BF s
11 Ken2|e Fleldmg 5-11
12 TonijAndes . g§ x - 5-5
13 Kristen Fualkowski 12 . - 5-10
14 -LaurenMay - ‘12 -~ 57
22 KarliBonar 12 5-7
24 Saman,tha Rasser 9 5-5
32 gz( n Johnson 9 5-5
40 ayla Kinermond 9 5-5
44 'Dana Jackson 12 5-11

Head Coach: Tina Yates
Assistant Coaches: BA Holloway, Clyde
Yates.

@ 2A

Continuad from Page 6

pare for this game and
beyond into oyr sectional.”

The Lady! Tigers and
Lady Maroon:Knights split

where we want or need to be
yet, but we did play a great

See, 2A, Page 8

their  regulor  season
matchups with each win- GRAP,HIX
ning on its home floor. 3266 Guernsey Street

However, Central was a
decisive winner in the first
meeting and played without
standouts McCormick and
Bucon because of injury.

“That’s abojit 40 points a
game for us that was out of
the lineup when we played -
in Shadyside,y Kurtz_said.

“Emily Still it 100" per eg; Rl i
cent;'so wé'Te still not quit 0

Bellaire, Ohto 43806

Printing &
Embroidery

GOOD LUCK
TIGERS!

én%%

'Photo Courtesy/PAUL KRAJNYAK

PICTURED IS the 2012-13 Shadyside Lady Tigers Baskelball Team. The team conslsts of Hayley Halenka, Shelby Benedetta, Alicia
Gulley, Kenzis Fielding, Toni Andes, Kristen Fijalkowskd, Lauran May, Karli Bonar, Samanlha Russar Lindsay Dunn, Logen Johnson,

McKayla Kinemond and Dana Jackson.

TOTAL| [SHADYSIDE
HAIR »
GARTAGE

CARE
55970 Diiles Bottom

3807 Central Ave.
616-1937

Shadyside

740-671-9638
O LADY TIGERSY

600D LUCK SHADYSIDE LADY TIGERS
JOYCE LUNSFORD

Joyce Lunsford Agency
Auto, Home, RV, Life
allstateagencles.com/

740-695-5007

250 W. Main Street
St, Clairsville, Ohlo

Jjoyeelunsford

‘B W i -
Loue, Your Parents

L AglnB o ¥
2 LA-Z-BOY RECLINERS FOR

$ 49 1FOR

$249

One Of The Oldest La-Z-Boy Dealers
in The United States

Be Sure To Ses Us Befora You Purchase
Your La-Z-Boy Chalr

HOFFMANN

HOUSE
For Fine

Furniture
98 W. 41st 5t,, Shadyside
676-2565 .

PERSONAL = BUSINESS

*AUTO » HOME « LIFE
» MOTORCYCLES/ATV'S
sBLISINESS « SK22 BONDS » FARMS

PHIL ANDES

3700 CENTRAL AVE.,
SHADYSIDE, OHIO

(740) 676-5342,
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www.stratuswave.com
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Continued from Page 7

second half in the semifi-
nal.”

The Lady Knights
reached this game by dis-
patching fourth-seeded
Clay-Battelle to the conso-
lation round. Central blew
open a tight game at half to
win by an 81-46 count.

As preparations continue
for the game, Yates will

“spend time looking at both

Central games, but realizes
that her team’s ability to
slow down Bucon and
McCormick will be key.

* “We definitely have to
stop both of them,” Yates
said. “They’re good players,
good scorers, play well on
defense, their tall and long,
so it's a challenge.”

On the other side of the
floor, Shadyside has a duo
of players, in Karli Bonur
and Hayley Holenka,
who've caused many coach-
es (o lie awake at night try-
ing to come up with a plan.
Kurtz has actually been that
guy many times in the last
{our years.

“I think I am going to
send (Bonar and Holenka) a
graduation card in the
spring,” Kurtz said. “We've
faced them too many times
over the years.”

During the semifinal,
Bonar became the state of
Ohio’s all-time leader for 3-
point goals. She buried

_seven against Bridgeport

and now sits at 332 bonus
baskets in her career.

For the season, Bonar is
averaging just under 20
points a game and more
than four triples a night,

“I think the best way to
slow Bonar down is tell her
the game starts at noon and
bhope she shows up late,”
Kuitz joked. “All kidding
aside, when you Ig]a
Shadyside, you know Karli
and Hayley are going to get
their points. We have to
hold the rest of their players
under control.”

Holenka, a tireless
defender, is a versatile
offensive player, Whereas
Bonar is the premier deep
shooter in the Ohio Valley,
Holenka is able to shoot the

but she’'s also
more than capabie of put-
ting the ball on the deck.
For the senson, she averages

ball well,

17.2 points per game.

The Shadyside support-
ing cast has shown glimpses
this season that it’s ready to
take the next step and be
solid complements to the
Bonar and Holenka duo.

Senior Kristen
Fijalkowski is a solid
defender and rebounder and
came up with a clutch con-
ventional 3-point play on
Wednesda}(. Sophomore
Kenzie Fielding is an athlet-
ic 5-11 post. She’s a solid
rebounder and has devel-
oped as more of a scorer of
late.

Rounding out the starting
lineup is junior Toni Andes,
who is a solid perimeter
shooter,

“When Kristen, Toni and
Kenzie plny like they're
capable, we're a much bet-
ter team,” Yates said. “I
think the biggest thing for
us is to show up mentally
prepared from the tip. I
think we’ll be fine physical-
ly, but we have to be ready
to play mentally.”

The Lady Tigers aren't
the deepest team around.
Senior Dana Jackson and
sophomore Logen Johnson

WHEELING
CENTRAL'S
Collesn
McCormick
looks to make
a pass during
a game earlier
this season.
McCormick
and the Lady
Knights will

the OVAC
Class 2A title
Saturday
morning.

Pholo/TONY VIOLA

are the top subs.

As for the Lady Muaroon
Knights, Bucon . and
McCormick are clearly the
go-to-players, but Yates is
impressed with how well
the other Knights’ players
execute their roles. :

“They do a really good
Jjob with their roles because
they understand them so
well,” Yates said.

The impressive quality of
the Knights is their depth.
Kuriz feels comfortable
playing as many as 11 or 12
playcrs on most nights.

“Our depth is a great lux-
ury,” Kurtz said. “A lot of
teams focus on Colleen and
Emily, but really, a lot of
our games have been about
who has the hot hand off the
bench. We hope that bal-
ance we've had continues.”

Senior Beth Stayduhar
gets the start at one of the
guard spots, while Maria
Olsen, who is a jumnior, is the
point guard. Junior center
Madison Basinger rounds
out the starting limeup.

OITf the bench, the Eikes of
Ashton Cross, Delaney
Denniston, Lindsey Baker,
Cate Calissie, Regan Blaha,
Sydney Bennington and
MacKenzie Michaels all see
quality minutes.
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PICTURED IS the 2012-13 Wheeling. Central Lady Maroon Knights Basketball Teem, Front row, from left, are Delaney Denniston, Ashton Cross, Beth
Stayduhar, Collsen McCormick, Emily Bucon, Bianca Saporito, Maria Olson, Mackenzle Michaels and Madison Basinger. Back row, fram left, are Coach
Suzle Dailer, Coach Lindsay Ammirante, Head Coach Pann Kurz, Cate Callssie, Lindsay Baker, Regan Blaha, Sydney Bennington, Cara Stahl, Jullanna

Ryan, Coach Bab Robinson and Coach Paul Kurtz
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, Photo Provided

Photo Provided

PICTURED 1S the 2012-13 River Lady Pilots. The team consists of Laken Ramsay, Devyn
Potts, Landyn Ramsay, Myla Smith, Hannah Jones, Haylee
Mackenzla Marshall, Cassidy MeCullough, Brielle Willlams, Monica Curlis, Jensen Caretti,
Leslie Young, Mikayla Cieszeski and Darci Winkler.

Bowers, Emlla Weaver,

Serving Eastern Ohio
Since 1887

*HOME MORTGAGES
CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT
«AUTO LENDING

600 Lewisville Road

472-1641

www.woodsficldsavings.com
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., [Friday%6
e

¥ MEWTR
o ke

FDIC

POWHATAN POINT, OH

Good luck Pilots!

Monroe Family
Health Center

37984 Airport Road, Woodsfield, OH 43973
740-472-0757
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River, Fort Frye vie
for 3A championship

By RICH GIBSON
Times Leader Sports Writer

Same venue, new oppo-
nent for Dan Liedtke and
his Fort Frye Lady Cadets.

Certainly no strangers to
the spacious confines of
Ohio University-Eastern's
Health & Physical
Education complex, the
Lady Cadets are making
their fourth consecutive
appearance in a Wheeling
Hospital-OVAC Girls’
Basketball Championship
Game.

When Fort Frye and
River tip off Saturday after-
noon {12:30) in this sea-
son’s 3A title tilt, Liedtke's
talent-laden quint will be
vying for its third confer-

GOOD LUCK
PILOTS!

WOODSFIELD

TRUE VALUE HOME
CENTER &
JUST ASK RENTAL

740-472-1651

ence postseason title.
Previously, Fort Frye was
victorious one year ago,
defeating Monroe Central
for the 3A crown. In 2011,
the Cadets were subdued by
Shadyside in a 2A finale,
And in 2010, the
Beverly-based Ludy Cadets
toppled Shadyside to clain
their initial OVAC trophy.
Following a highly-suc-
cessful 27-year tenure as
head boys’ hoop coach at
Fort Trye, Liedtke — some-
what reluctantly — stepped
down to fully concenirate
on taking over a girls’ pro-
gram which has flourished

during his four-season
tenure.
Saturday, the 18-3

Cadets face a River quint

) VILLER

JOORS & WINDOU

Speclalizing in Garage
Doors & Openers, En
Doors & Windows

1-800-475~1989
1-740-483-1989

Call us today for a quote or to

find out what Is avallablet

ardis, OH'q
ww.dmdoor.het

responsible for handing FEF
one of its three setbacks.
The two teams split a pair of
regular season encounters.

As River's nine-season
hoop boss Rick Isaly
painfully recalls, his Lady
Pilots were soundly beaten
by a 63-36 count in an
early-season  battle at
Beverly.

River, however, rebound-
ed dramatically in the
rematch on its homecourt at
Hannibal. There, Isaly’s
club mounted a 15-point
uppethand only to see Fort
Frye roar back to force
overtime before River
regrouped to post a 46-42
victory.

Natuorally, both coaches
speak highly of their respec-
tive opponent.

“We didn’t play well at
all {at River) but give them
credit. River has some tal-
ented players and they
caused us some problems
(in the rematch) " Liedtke
reported,

Obviously pleased to
have earned a split, Isaly
fully acknowledges the
Cadets will be a formidable
foe in Saturday’s rubber

See, 3A, Page 11
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Continued from Page 10

nents.

The 5-10 Buchanan, who
has signed with a Division
II program in West Palm
Beach (Fla.) sports a 12
ppe. average and is known
for her aggressiveness
going to the basket.

Fort Frye's fourth senior
vet is two-year letterman
Micayla Hupp, a 5-11
inside presence.

Lone junior in Fort
Frye’'s stasting lineup is cer-
tainly no less productive. In
fact, the 5-6 Brooke Borich
is herself o heady player and
a perfect fit in the Cadets’
system.

Borich nets some eight
points per jstart and like
many- of hef teammates, |
an,accumte_ghooter from tl

3
BRI Y AARY B

Fort Frye advanced to
Saturday’s title tilt with a

71-41 semifinal homecourt
triumph over Monroe
Central.

RIVER’S Lady Pilots
are making their jinitial
championship game appear-
ance in the Wheeling
Hospital/OVAC event.

“We're thrilled to (be
here), At the same time, our
goal is to play the best game
we can against who we real-
ize is a very good oppo-
nent,” Isaly related.

“Obviously, we know
what it takes to (beat Fort
Frye). It takes an outstand-
ing 32-minute effort. We

. have to limit mistakes and
: :‘g;'-ﬁ;y‘,,and limit them to one

ax

I ROSS

)

three seniors, a sophomore
and a highly-regarded fresh-
man to the floor for
Saturday's tipolf.

The Lady Pilots have a
smooth operating, four-year
letterwinner in 5-5 senior
guard Cassidy McCullough,

McCullough is a 14
points-per-game scorer and
three-year starter whose
overall floor game includes
steady ball distribution and -
defensive prowess,

Loken Ramsay, a 5-8
senior, is River's wheeling,
dealing  point  guard.
Ramsay has scored at a 13
Ppg. clip this season.

Not necessarily a potent
scorer though a integral part
of River’s success is 5-9
ior:Emile Weaver, a

2 e

TR e S R

PICTURED IS the 2012-13 Fort Frye Lady Cadets Basketball Team. The team conslsis of Megan
Hesson, Michelle Adkins, Ashley Gerber, Natale Hart, Alexls Enochs, Lexi Skinner, Rachel
Sebring, Shawntel Parsons, Brooke Borich, Micayla Hupp, Jackle Pawloski, Caleigh Fryman,
Morgan Liedtke, Taylor Buchanan, Diedra Combs, Megan Liedtke and Karisa Lang.

RIVER (16-5 i .
match encounter. No. Name ER ( Gr)ade Height. three-season letterwinner.  and is bringing down some  Three additional seniors
“Fort Frye is such a well- ) Lak R 12 5-7 Sophomore Haylee 10 boards per start. She’s adding to the mix include 5-
rounded team,” he 1 akyn Ramsay i Bowers, at 5-5, is an also swatting away three 10 experienced vet Leslie
observed, They’re very |9 Devyn Potts 10 5-4 aggressive guard known for shots per night. Young, a two-year letter-
well-coached and most of |4  Landyn Ramsay 11, 5-3 her fearless play. Off the Pilots’ bench winner who hits the boards
. their girls have been playing |5 Cara Stahl 10 5-4 One of the valley’s most comes 5-3 junior guard with regularity.
together for years.” 10 H hJ 12 5-4 promising young prospects Landyn Ramsay, younger The Lady Pilots” senior
INDEED, Liedtke has annan .Jones is 6-1 freshman Jensen sibling of Laken. In River’s contingent includes guards
four well-scimoled seniors 12 Ha}flee Bowers. 10 5-5 Carelti, whose presence was  56-39 semifinal victory Hannah Jones (5-5) and
at least three of whom will 120 Emile Weaver 12 5-9 felt immediately this sea- over Shenandoah, Landyn Myla Smith (5-4). “Hannah
be continuing their cage |22 Mackenzie Marshall10 5-5 son. ~ sparked the Scarlet & Gray and Myl are scrappy play-
i ‘ - - Caretti has averaged just with a clutch 14-point out- ers with strong work
careers at the next level, 23 Cassidy McCullough 12 5-5 5 } hics wisnly offored
Liedtke need look no fur- |30  Brielle Wiliams 0 5.9 over 12 points per game 1ng. ethics, ¥ .
ther than across the dinL:;r 30. ‘Monica Curtis 10 5.5 )
table for one of the y ' .
Cutt g e, |98 JOmONERS T2 5o
eldest davghter, 5-8 |¢ Le A( L -
senior Morgan Liedtke, is 145 ‘Mikayla Cieszeski 11 5-11
A oS ot |80  Darci Winkler 11 58
I, |ewd Comh ot
from three Ohio schools. ’ - ¥ .
A 10 points-per-game - . FORT|FRYE (18-3) .
contribtﬁtor, Liedtke islnn No. Name °~ | ' Grade Height
adept shooter — particular- 5 - . ‘Michelle'Adkjns: | 10 55
ly behind the thrce-poitit 14 . Natalig Hart| . 10 5-6
e — ere she has been [i7 . . PYEER S AER L LS R S
especiatlklly effective of late. Elr*gu *3%?3‘“%0]{3371 A *:{19 S g'gw i
Another prime time per- awniell Farsons . -
former -~ ?iilzd?l go?bs ;4 ~ Brooke 'l?_loridh- - N 5-6
- s o vematile 5-10 play- £24 Micayla Hupp = 12 5-11
er who's taking her talents 24 ‘Moraan Liedik o 12 5.7
to  West ~ Viginia |24 Morgarn Liedtke. & 12 o
Conference member school [371 -~ Taylor Buchanan 12 5-11
Fairmont State College. 32 . Diedra:Combs 12 5-11
LI;YTﬂgla%fetﬁsucgigién, %ﬁt 42 Megan Liedtke. 10 5-10
H N & 1 LN . .
another go-to type player Eeagt%agh'Dﬁn I_‘E?dtk?H .k Pat Lana. :
who presents frequent mis- |[/3SS tLoacnes: ferry Ruck, Fat Lang,
maich problems for oppo- Tro.qugle_ : -

{, Frye Athletic Department||




OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL

By KiM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

The third time will defi-
nitely be a charm for either

Martins Ferry or
Steubenville.
Saturday  afternoon’s

Wheeling HospitallOVAC
Basketball Class  4-A
Championship Game wiil

Photo CourtesyNEWBROUGH PHOTO

PICTURED IS the 2012-13 Steubenville Big Red Girls Baskethall Team. The team consists of
Emlley Masloski, Hannah Masloski, Taylor Young, Tenia Baker, T'Shai Smith, D'Zharay Herrin,
Dominque Wilson, Mytla Barker, Lysaih Rice, Brittany Bodo, Abby Tayler, Janelle Dokas and
Siarra Porer.

| GOOD LUCK ALL AREA TEAMS!

i& DREAM CLEAN

“THE COMPANY TO TRUST"

| WHG. 304-242-2577 « STEUB. 740- 282-4816
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serve as the rubber match
this season between the two
rivals, with each winning on
its home {loor.

However, this time
around Big Red (14-7), the
top seed, and the third-seed-
ed Purple Riders (13-8) will
meet for all the marbles
inside Ohio University
Eastern’s  Health  and
Physical Education
Building with tipoff slated
for 3 p.m..

Following Wednesday
night’s thrilling semifinal
victory over host Union
Local, first-year Martins
Ferry head coach Lindsay
Coyne said her team has
received about as much
respect as Rodney
Dangerficld during oné of
his stand-up acts.

“I hope everyonc slorts
recognizing that Martins
Ferry is a good basketball
team,” Coyne stressed after
the 43-42 win over the No.
2-seeded Jets. “I don’t think
these girls have been getting
enough credit around the
Ohio Valley, but we’re
ready to take on the next
level.”

That

would be

Steubenville, which entered
the Martins Ferry Holiday
Toumament unbeaten in 10
starts. The Purple Riders
took care of that with a 61-
39 upset win, but Big Red
evened the score inside its
Crimson Center a month
later, 52-49.

“It’s the rubber match, I
guess. We split this year,”
Steubenville head coach
Phil Casinelli said after tuk-
ing in Wednesday’s semifi-
nal. “They’re a great team
and it's going to be a great
game.

*It was a close game
when we played them down
there, and it was a close

game at our place,”
Casinelli added. “We're
looking forward to the chal-

lenge, and I'm sure they are
as well.,”

Martins Ferry, which has
won three straight after four
consecutive setbacks, enters
the championship contest
on a roll, while Steubenville
has strugpled of late, losing
seven of their final 11 out-
ings after the perfect 10-0
start.

“They're gritty too,”
Coyne said of Big Red.

YORGOY

GYROS - POTATOES

127 N 4th St,
Steubenville, OH 43952

(740) 282-9663

GOOD LUCK

BIG RED!

OHIO
VALLEY
HONDA

Rt. 7,
Steubenville
740-283-3435

www.ohiovalleyhonda.com

Ferry, Steubenville clash for 4A title

“They are very similar to us
in cerfain ways.”

She said in order for the
Purple Riders to come out
on top, they will have to
duplicate Wednesday
night’s effort.

“We will have to do all
the little things right,”
Coyne, a former Marlins
Ferry and Wheeling Jesuit
University court standout
continued. *“We have to take
care of the basketball, box
out and play as hard as we
have been.

“We must put a body on
them when the shot goes up
because they are a very ath-
letic team.”

Martins Ferry is led by
returning Division III afl-
stater Jessica Kinney. The
5-9 senior averages 21.5
points per outing and sur-
passed the 1,000-point bar-
rier at the end of last season.
She is on pace to finish well
up on the Riders’ all-time
scoring list.

“Jess is a player,” Coyne
noted, “She has a great
sense of the game and has
really developed into one of
the premier ployers in the
valley.”

Kinney is joined in the
starting lineup by class-
mates Meghan Rose, Kylie
Stalder, Shaina Oberdick
and junior Morgan Stalder.

See, 4A, Page 14

EZCARE

When You Can’t Wait To
Feal Bettor

Steubenville, OH
740-314-5626
Weirton, WV
304-224-1096
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Sat. 8am-5pm, Sun. 11an+5pm
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Most Heslth Insurances Acceptad
Downlfoad intake form onling
ezcaracinics.com
Find us on Facebook i3
Walt times usually less than
30 minutes!
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Senior Addie Suriano, jun-
ior Dionna Lee, and fresh-
men Tyrah King and Shaye
Del conardis round out the
roster. Junior Ashlei Ray
was lost early in the season
due to a knee injury.

King, although scoring
only three points, pulled
down a career-high 10
rebounds against Union
Local.

“These girls have brought,

it day-in and day-out,”

Coyne said. “They’ve been
playing great basketball .

tearn basketball. They are
gritting it out and paying
attention to all of the little
things. They are executing
our offense and defense
they way they are coached.”

Clinging to a precarious
1-point lead with time run-
ning down, the Purple
Riders executed their delay
game to perfection as
Kinney and Rose were the
primary bailhandlers.

“We played very smart
therc at 'the end of the
game,” Coyne recalled,
“We were very careful
about not turning the ball
over. That just says a lot

about my senior leadership.
(Meghan) Rosie hitting
those free throws and Jess
wanting the ball in her
hands.”

In holding onto the ball,
Union Local opted to foul
Rose, who drained both the
first time around to make it
42-39. Then, a few seconds
later, the Purple Riders’
point guard made it a 4-
point cushion, which proved
to be the game-winning
point as the Jets’ Cori
Medley banked home a trey
at the buzzer.

“That was an outstanding
game,” Casinelli said. “Both
teams played very well.”

Big Red, which does not
have a senior on their roster,
is led by juniors Emiley
Mastoski and Mytia Barker.
The 5-6 Masloski is still
recovering from a knee
injury and still isn’t at 100
percent. She had 10_points
in Steubenville’s 53-39
semifinal win over No. 4
Oak Glen Tuesday night.
The 5-8 Barker paced the
winners with 18 points, and
also grabbed nine rebounds.

See, 4A, Page 15

= BELMONT CAREER CENTER
, 110 Fox Shannon Place, St. Clalrsville, OH

82500 Cadiz Jewett Rd., Cadiz, OH
T40-942-2148

www.BHCCenters.com

“Want Larcer Succcaa?
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STEUBENVILLE (14-7)
No. Name Grade  Height
2  Emiley Masloski 11 -
3 Hannah Masloski 9 -
4 Taylor Young 10 -
12 Tenia Barker 9 -
13  T'Shai Smith 9 -

14 D'Zharay Herrin 9
20 Dominique Wilson 11

MONOOODAOOANND

21 Mytia Barker 11 -
22 Lysaih Rice 9 -
23 Brittany Bodo 11 -
24 Abby Taylor 11 -
33 Janelle Dokes -« 9 -
44  Sierra Porter 10 -

Head Coach: Phil Casinelli
Assistant Coaches: Mark Masloski, Angie

Forie

MARTINS FERRY (13-8)
No. Name Grade Helght
0 Kylie Stalder . 12 5-6
4 organ Stalder 1 5-6
5 Addie Suriano 12 5-4
11, Meghan Rose 12 5-5
13 Shaye Deleonardis 9 5-7
20 Jessica Kinne 12 5-9
23 Shaina Oberdick 12 5-9
25 Ashlei Ray 11 5-10
33 Dionna Lee 11 5-8
40 Tgrah King 9 5-10
Head Coach: Llndsa Co ne
Assistant Coaches: runey, Jerry
Magistro.
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MICHI
ORTHOPEDIC

Dhio Valtey's Premier Total Joint
& Sports Care Genler

90 North 4th Strest
Martins Ferry, OH 43935
740-633-4790 Fax: 740-633-4144
Michalsk!Ortho.com

No.

3
10
11
12
13
14
21
22
23
24
33
40
44
50

Head Coach: Adam Henkins
Assistant Coaches: Doug Goadwin, Nick

CLASS 5A
MORGANTOWN (13-4)

Name

Tiara Ireland 12
Sammy Parks 10
Olivia Seggie 10
Leah Taylor 12
Alicia Golden 12
Maria Williams -~ 11
Brie Giuliani 10

Caroline Colombo 12
Haley Holloway 12
Katie Ferrebee 11
Emily Sabatino 12
Madison Thompson 11
Ashley Holloway 12
Allison Thompson 12

Lusk, John Fowkes

42

Head Coach: Kamela Meikle
Assistant Coaches: Brandon Tate, Brett

UNIVERSITY (13-4
No. Name Grade
1 Mariah Callen 1
3  Cassidy Seamon 11
5 Shae Chico 11
10 Sarah Miller 11
20 Megan Messiora 12
21 Hayley Harrison 12 -
23 Kayla Boggs 12
24 Shelby Boyle 9
30 Lexi Kolar 12

Cortney Mercer il
Ricki McCord 11
McKenley Meadows 11

Puckett

Grade

Height
5-7
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TO ALL THE TEAMS
ON A GREAT

Belmont County
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Continued from Page 14

“Mytia has been having
big nights since Emiley’s
injury,” Casinelli noted.
“She has stepped up with
her rebounding and scoring.
We're putting her in unusu-

al positions and she’s been
doing well at the point.”
Another  threat  for
Steubenville is freshman
Hannabh Masloski, who
knocked down nine points
against the Golden Bears.

“We've had different
girls step up at different
times,” Casinelli allowed.
“We've dealt with our share
of injuries, but different
girls at different times have
stepped up in different

ways, be it on the offensive
or defensive end of the
court.

“We’'ve struggled of
late,” he continued. “We
had a stretch of games
where we didn’t play so

well, but the girls have
stuck to the game plan. We
played good basketball
Tuesday night, and hopeful-
Iy, we can continue that
Satorday.”

Saturday's appearance

will be the third title game
for Martins Ferry.The
Purple Riders lost to
Barnesville and defeated St.
Clairsville. Big Red is back
for the first time in four
years,

JACOB
z AND SONS

QUALITY MEATS

LADY
GOhERS!
306 Center St.,

Martins Ferry, OH
(740) 633-3091

www.jacobandsonsmeats.com

9,
Alistate.

Yiuire in good batds.

Linda M. Brown
Personal Financial Representative
Allstata Financial Services, LLC
114 South 4th Streat,

Martins Ferry, OH 43835-1406
Phons: 740.833.5748
Toll Free: B77.548.3227
Fax: 740.633,5751
www.allstate.com/indabrown
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HESLOP
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Martins Ferry, Ohio 43935
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PICTURED IS the 2012-13 Martins Femy Lady Riders
Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are Justine Schell,
Shaye Deleonardis, Kylie Stalder, Addie Surano,
Jesslca Kinney and Vanessa Ray, Back row, from lsft,
are head coach Lindsay Coyne, Sarah Staats, Morgan
Carpenter, Tyrah King, Shaina Obserdick, Ashlel Ray, -
Morgan Slalder, Dionna Lee and assistant coach Zac
Bruney. Not pictured Is Meghan Rose.

~ CO LADY RIDERC!
BRING THE TITLE BACK TO MF!
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Luck Coach Coyne |
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SPORTS

'heeling Central
wins 2-A thriller

By FRED YOUNCE
For The Times Leader

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - The Wheeling Hospital Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference Class 2A boys basketball
championship game was an instant classic.

And Wheeling Central Catholic’s Justin Hammers
got to play its hero. _

With 3.3 seconds left, Hammers put in a layup off a
backdoor cut to give the Maroon Knights a 52-50 lead
over Steubenville Catholic Central.

The Crusaders called timeout to set up a play, but
their desperation fullcourt pass was intercepted setting
off a Maroon Knights’ celebration. :
© “I've got to give a ton of credit to my kids,” said
Wheeling Central head coach Mel Stephens. “We were
down eight or nine, and got in a little bit of foul trouble,
but they kept playing.

“We made plays when we had to. We got a few stops.
Made some big plays on offense when we had to, and
were just able to hang around to have the ball in our
hands at the end for the win.”

Added Crusaders head coach Sean Tucker of the final
pass, “That last play of the game was drawn up for an
out-of-bounds play. Not having a timeout, I would have
liked to call timeout and call something different
because they did a good job of taking away the player
Breaton (Colabella) was going to.

“ That puts my kid in a bad situation to have my kid
throw the ball on the break, and that falls on me. In that
sifuation, with no timeouts, I have to have them ready
with a different play if they go to that, and, quite hon-
estly, I didn’t,”

The play leading to the Hammers’ bucket Iooked to
be going the Crusaders way at its inception. The
Knights’ leading scorer, Chase Harler, started with the
ball in his hands, but a Crusaders’ double-team knocked
the ball away from the star freshunan. Unfortunately for
the Crusaders, the Maroon Knight regained control and
got the ball to David Park who dished to Hammers for
the game-winner,

“What we were trying to do was double him
(Harler),” said Tucker. “We clearly hit the ball, it could
have went our way, and it bounced the opposite way
because our guy's adrenaline was taking him to the
other side of the floor.

“So he[(I—Iammers) slipped back door and scored.”

Steubenville Central kept control of the game defen-
sively in ithe first half, holding the Maroon Knights to
just 17 points in the game’s first 16 minutes. Harler
was. forced to sit for the final 3:45 of the first.half after

_ picking up his third foul, and Stephens took his team
out of their normal man-to-man defense and switched to
a zone.

“They’re very deliberate,” said Stephens. “Sean does
a great job with those guys. They’'re very deliberate
against the man, and we got in foul trouble which made
us switch to the zone, and that slowed them down a lit-
tle more. I thought we did fairly well in the zone, I
thought where they hurt us was where they kept it to
one side for a couple passes and then reversed it to the
other side. ' '

“They ;were able to. knock those shots down. We
made a fittle bit of an adjustment in the first half to, get
keep our wing guys out on that, and in the second half
we had to go with our bread and butter. You have to be
able to guard people man-to-man, and we basically
tried to come out and not let them take shots without a
hand in their face, or let them dribble-drive to the mid-
dle. I thought we did a good job of that, and if you can
rebound on top of that you’re doing a good job.” )

At intermission Ryan Fletcher led the Crusaders with
nine points, Harler had six for the Maroon Knights, and
Steubenville Centraf led 22-17.

Wheeling Central pulled back within two entering the
final quarter after falling behind by as many as eight the
third stanza. Harler led a balanced attack with five
points in the quarter. Fletcher kept his team in the lead
with a 10-point quarter.

The fourth quarter saw the two teams swing at each
other like heavyweight prizefighters until the score was
“tied ngain for the first time since 2-2 when the Maroon
Knights’ Brandon Wallace knotted the action at 45 with

2:41 remaining. .

Park hit a three for Wheeling Central to give his team
their first lead if the game at 48-45, Zach Herrington

tied the game back up at 48 with a three of is own, and"

Park tock the lead back at 50-48 with another bucket
with 49 seconds left.

Herrington followed his own miss and was fouled on
the attempt at a put back.

He stepped to the line and calmly knocked down both
shots at the 28.4-second mark setting up Hammers
heroics.

“Neither team quit,” said Tucker. “It’s about both
teams. I've heard all week about Wheeling Central,
Wheeling Central. Well we're Steubenville Central. We
came down here to earn respect. That’s what we came
here to do. These kids worked so hard. There is a team
that played against Wheeling Central and that is
Steubenville Central.

“These kids played their hearts out today, The out-
come of this game, I don’t want to point fingers, the
outcome of this game should be going to these kids
behind me.

“They played their heorts out. There were a couple
breakdowns, but that happens with high school kids, As
far as it goes this is Steubenville Catholic Central, they
nlaved hard todav ” ‘

OVAC boys
hoops has
reached
cut-off day

The time has come,

It’s time to put the final tabulations
together and announce the pairings and
brackets for the Wheeling Hospital
OVAC Boys Basketbail Championship.

Well, actually the time comes
Wednesday morning when the basketball
committee will meet at the OVAC office
to set the semi-final pairings and conso-
iation pairings.

Today, however, is the official cut-off

for the standings in the race to earn a

spot in the top four.
Unfortunately, the
4 weather isn’t cooperating
as most schools in the
Ohio Valley are once
¥ again closed due to
y weather.
It’1l be interesting to
see if any games get
played this evening,

SETH'STASKEY [t'll especially be
r interesting to see

5@%&; what the teams that

are on the edge of

being in or out of the top four elect to do.

For instance, several of the races are

tight both in terms of what four will be in
along with what two will host games.

The tightest race is in Class 1A where
Beallsville jumped into the fourth spot
this week. The Blue Devils were sched-
uled to play Monday, but it was post-
poned and are slated to visit Paden City
today.

Coach Casey Tolzda's team holds a
slim 36 hundredths of a point lead on
Trinity Christian, which is slated to play
Linsly today.

In Class 2ZA, Cameron is trying to
make a late charge. The Dragons, who
host Bishop Donahue this evening, are
currently in the fifth spot and trail
Shadyside by 1.40 points in the average
column. The-Tigers are set to hast
Wheeling Central, which is one spot
ahead of the Orange.

In Class 3A, all sorts of possibilities
remain. This has been the most balanced
and competitive class all season, It’s
really been tough to get a handle on and
the late surge of Fort Frye has done noth-
ing but muddy the waters further,

The top three teams — Buckeye Trail,
Magnolia and River - are basically
locked into the field, but not their seed.
River trails Magnolia by 1.14 points.
The Pilots are slated to host Monroe
Central and the Blue Eagles have com-
pleted their pre-OVAC schedule.

Speaking of the Seminoles, they’ve
been on a bit of a slide lately. They trail
Fort Frye by 1.04 points for the final
spot,

Going to be interesting today in
Switzerland of Ohio because both
schools need the game for different rea-
sons. Remember, Monroe Central
thumped River in December,

The Class 4A field is set. The top four
teams are clearly in and the top two
teams have clearly wrapped up a home
game. 8t. Clairsville, Steubenville,
Harrison Central and Martins Ferry will
vie for the 4A banner next week.

The 5A field is also seemingly set
with Morgantown, Parkersburg South,
Indian Creek and University.

SPEAKING OF OVAC PAIRINGS

I’ve been at these meectings when
those consolation pairings are set, It’s a
tedious process and I can honestly say
I've never seen a member of the cominit-
tee have any sort of agenda.

Obviously, there are going to be teams
and schools unhappy about their assign-
ments for the consolation pool. But,
someone has to make a lengthy trip and
someone has to play teams bigger than
them and some have to play teams that
are better than they are.

Maybe, just maybe, you go to a new
place and you'H discover a new rivalry
because let’s be honest, each year there
are schedule changes for basically every
school. It never hurts to play someone
different.

I guess the ultimate advice would be
qualify for the top four and then you
don’t have to worry about putting your
schedule in somcone else’s hands.

It was good to see some new schools
back in the fold for the tournament this
season,

After seeing Cambridge Iast Saturday,

T ran honestlv cav it’c a chamea tha

A look back
at the OVAC
Tournament

It’s been quite a month of sports in the
Chio Valley,

All of the winter sports champions have
been crowned ... finally.

The quest for the OVAC pennant for
basketball, wrestling, swim-
ming and cheering wrapped
b up last weekend with the
 sixth annual Wheeling
Hospital OVAC Boys
Basketball Championships
at Ohio University Enstern.

It was once again quite 5
day of hoops. All but two of

the games came
ASKEY down to the wire and

SET

were highly entertain-
rar . ing. The crowds were
decent, but not as

good as they were in 2012.

I took in the first three games of the day
and was highly impressed with both
Steubenville Central and Wheeling
Central,

Personally, I think it’ll be the same two
teams in the title game next year. Both ros-
ters are underclass dominated. Steubenville
Central, which visits Bridgeport in a 6:30
varsity only contest tonight, 1s a feisty bas-
ketball team. I really like how they play
and love the intensity with which Sean
Tucker coaches.

Wheeling Central, meanwhile, is a team
that’s steadily improved and that trend
continued against the Crusaders. Trailing
much of the way, Central rallied for a late
victory and the 2A crown.

Freshman Chase Harler is going to be a
very special player before it's all said and
done. He's already doing big things and
he’s only poing to be get better. Junior
David Park is extremely talented as well.
He’s got a nice frame and is a very adept
perimeter shooter.

In the Class 3A game, Magnolia simply
took Buckeye Trail behind the woodshed,
The Blue Eagles were too big for the
Warriors, who have a very nice club.

Senior standout Mark Winters, who I
believe is the premier player on the West
Virginia side of the river this winter, sad-
dled up the Biue Eagles. He did have some
help though as senior standout Stephen
Rogalski played exceptionally well.

The Warriors, however, will be a feam
to keep an eye on in the Division I sec-
tional at Meadowbrook.

St. Clairsville and Steubenville was a
track meet as advertised. ‘The Red Devils
overcame not having a field goal in the
{}Sai quarter to win their second straight
itle,

It was a very entertaining game going
end-to-end, but it got a little sloppy. Both
teams turped the ball over more times than
they’re accustomed. St. C. didn’t shoot it
as well as they normally do, but
Steubenville couldn’t get much going from
the perimeter, either.

Though he was bottled up late, senior
standout Dan Monteroso turned in another
brilliant effort as he’s done so many times
during his carcer. But, he wasn’t alone.
Riley Curlton returned from an injury to
play well. Dylan Campbell gave good min-
utes off the bench, while Jerrid Marhefka
and Adam Jeffries were steady as always.

As we've written countless times in this
space over the years, this basketball tour-
nament has a chance to be something real-
ly special. It’s continuing to get better and
the more teams who experience it, the bet-
ter it will be. Q |
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the end for the win.” ]
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liked to call timeout and call something different
because they did a good job of taking away the player
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the ball away from the star freshman. Unfortunate 1y og
the Crusaders, the Maroon Knight regained contro afn
got the ball to David Park who dished to Hammers iof
- er. _
th?‘%h?t?:tw\;rzanwere trying to do was double him
{Harler),” gaid Tucker. “We clearly hit the ball, it could
have went our way, and it bounced the opposite way.

because our guy’s adrenaline was taking him to the

ide of the floor. )
Otl}FSrosiie(Hammers) slipped back door and scored.
Steubenville Central kept _control of the game dcfe?-
sively in the first half, holding the Maroon ngll_;tsl 0
just 17 points in the game's first 16 minutes. k: arﬁcr
was forced to sit for the final 3:45 of the first-half alter
picking up his third foul, and Stephens took ]'11sht%ain
* put of their normal man-to-1nan defense and switched to
a Zone. ) L . docs
wThey’re very deliberate,” said Stephens. “Sean
a grrreatyjob wir%,h those guys. They're very dghberaée
against the man, and we got in foul trouble which mar te
us switch to the zone, and that gslowecl thern down a ki i
tle more. I thought we did fairly well in the zone.
thought where they hurt us was where they kept 1t ;o
one side for:a couple passes and then reversed it to the
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St%‘:f?lirgilng Central pulled back within two entering the
final quarter after falling behind by as many as eight the
third stanza. Harler led a balanced attack with flvg
points in the quarter. Fletcher kept his team in the lea
i 10-point quarter. )
Wl'tI,[‘lhEet: fouEr}th quqérter saw the two teams swing at gach
other like heavyweight prizefighters until the score was
tied again for the first time since 2-2 when the I\/I:Sarog;ﬁ
Knights’ Brandon Wallace knotted the action at 43 Wi
41 remaining. - o
Zdll"larli: hita thgree for Wheeling Central to give his team
their first lead if the game at ‘48-45. Zach ‘Herrmg'tog‘
tied the game back up at 48 with a three of is own, (;?
Park took the lead back at 5(-48 with another bucket
with 49 seconds left. ]
Herrington followed his own miss an

the attempt at a put back.
eHe stegped to the line and calmly knocked down both

shots at the 28.4-second mark setting up Hammers
heroics. ) _ s both
“Neither team quit,” said Tucker. It’s about bo
tearlrf:.l I’eve heardqall week about Wheeling Central,
Wheeling Central. Well we're Steubenville Central. We
came down here to earn respect. That's what we came
here to do. These Kids worked so hard. There is a team
that played against Wheeling Central and that is
teubenvilie Central.
5 ?‘l'lrhese kids played their hearts out today. Thg out-
come of this game, I don’t want (o point fingers, the
outcome of this game should be going to these kids
ind ime.
beP:}.'tl‘lhc:j,z i)layed their hearts out. There were 2 pouple
breakdowns, but that happens with high gchool kids. As
far as it goes this is Steubenville Catholic Ce:_ltral, they
layed hard today.” ) _
g %aﬂan led theyMaroon Knights with an 18-point, 10-
nee. Park joined him in double figures

d performa i
1{3}3&111112 i;)oints and added Tive assists. Wallace added

ints and five boards. ) ) )
mFizgtl{[:lngr led all scorers with 21 points while adding
four rebounds. Herrington scored 11 and puiled -do'qu
six boards. The Crusaders had eight steals with Michae
Barber snatching three and Michael Carapelloitl swip-

ing a pair.
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OVAC Boys Basketball Championship.
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Wednesday morning when the basketball
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: Unfortunately, the
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as most schools in the
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weather.
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ee if any games get
. played this evening.
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tight both in terms of what four will be in
along Wwith what two will host games,

The tgghtf;st race is in Class 1A where
Beallsville jumped into the fourth spot
this week. The Blue Devils were sched-
uled to play Monday, but it was post-

oned i isi i

& oy and are slated to visit Paden City
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remain. This has been the mclJJst bzx?.lllr:g:;
and competitive class all season. It’s
really been tough to get a handle on and
the late surge of Fort Frye has done noth-
ing but muddy the waters further.

The top three teams — Buckeye Trail,

Magno_ha and River — are basically

locked into the field, but not their seed.

River trails Magnolia by 1.14 points.

The Pilots are slated to host Monroe

Central and the Blue Eagles have com-

picted their pre-OVAC schedule.

Speaking of the Seminoles, they’ve
been on a bit of a slide lately. They trail
f;;tt Frye by 1.04 points for the final

Going to be interesting today i
Switzerland of Qhio bngf.llISC t))/o;lll
schools need the game for different rea-
sons. Remember, Monroe Central
thumped River in December.

The Class 4A field is set. The top four
teams are clearly in and the top two
teams have clearly wrapped up a home
game. St. Clairsville, Steubenville
Harrison Central and Martins Ferry will
vie for the 4A banner next week.

The 5A field is also seemingly set
with Morgantown, Parkersburg South
indian Creek and University., |

§PEAKING OF OVAC PAIRINGS

I’ve been. at these meetings when
those consolation pairings are set. It's a
tt:.dlous process and I can honestly say
I've never scen a member of the commit-
tee have any sort of agenda,

Obviously, there are going to be teams
and schools unhappy about their assign-
ments for the consolation pool. But,
someone has {o make a lengthy trip and
someone has to play teams bigger than
them and some have to play teams that
arfivti)eltgr than they are.

aybe, just maybe, you go to a

place and you'll discov}ér agnew rivg?r‘;:
because fet’s be honest, each year there
;1;?1 ;ci}eiitulc chanﬁges for basically every
ol. It never hu
oo 1 rts to piay someone
I guess the uitimate advice would be
qua}:fy for the top four and then you
don’t have to worry about putting your
sci;::dule Inn someone else’s hands,

was good to see some new S

back in the fold for the toumam:;ltl?}(ﬁ;
season.

After seeing Cambridge Tast Saturday
I can honestly say it's a shame the
Bo!acats have elected not to participate.

I've not seen Wellsville this season
but the Tigers have led the 2A standingé
all season.

However, they’re not in the tourna-
ment. The OHSAA allowed two extra
games,

Participation should
e p have been a slam
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OVAC tourney
makes every
game intense

A few yecars back, the OVAC
crowned its basketball champions strict-
ly on paper.

There was no fanfare, no real sense
of accomplishment because often times
the tearns and fans didn’t even realize
they’d won until the season had ended.

However, when the OVAC made the
decision to add the basketball champi-
onship, the guest for the conference title
has become a dog-eat-dog battle for
first and second level points and causes
a lot of scoreboard watching every
night.

I"d be willing to bet the standings
page on the OVAC website garners the
most hits of anything on the site as peo-
ple are continually checking to see
where their team stands as it pursues a
spot in the coveted top four of their
respective class,

We know for sure most of
the coaches are keeping
track closely of their
own divisions and oppo-
nents as they look to
dd up bonus points,
which may prove to be
the ultimate difference
between being in the
tournament or relegated
_ to the consolation
SETH STASKEY bracket.

From the

It's probably
Press Box:

still a little too

early to begin to
be a prognosticator for matchups, but I
think we know enough to surmise that
Morgantown and St. Clairsville are the
clear-cut favorites in Classes 5A and
4A, respectively.

The Mohigans, who are led by West
Virginia recruit Nathan Adrian, just
knocked off powerful Martinsburg,
which was ranked No. | in the Class
AAA rankings.

St. Clairsville's only loss came on a
buzzer beater to Columbus Africentric.
The Red Devils are the defending
champions in the class with every play-
er back and have already beaten the

other current members of the top four in

n decisive manner.

The other three classes are wide-
open, in my opinion. That’s a good
thing for the OVAC when you consider
intrigue, which leads crowds and atmos-
phere at the title games, which are slat-
cd for Feb. 16 at Ohio University-
Eastern.




SPORTS

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

The brackets and pairings are set for the
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Boys
Basketball Championship.

The tournament, which opens Tuesday,
was linalized at a2 meeting Wednesday
morning at the OVAC office in Bellaire,

The championship games for the boys’
event will be held on Feb. 16 at Ohio
University Eastern’s Health and Physical
Education Center.

The top seeds for the tournament are:
Bishop Donahue (1A), Steubenville
Catholic Central (2A), Bockeye Trail
(3A), St. Clairsville (4A) and Morgantown

5A).
( The top two seeds in each class will host
their semifinal games, while the teams that
didn’t qualify in the top four were assigned

their two consolation games by the basket:
ball committee.

A new champion is guaranteed in four
of the five classes as defending champions
in all but 4A didn’t qualify for the tourna-
ment.

The only defending champion in
the field is St. Clairsville, which is
the top seed in 4A. The Red
Devils, who are 15-2 on the sea- §
son, will welcome fourth-seeded
Martins Ferry. '

The other game in that class pits

second-seeded Steubenville against third-

seeded Harrison Central.

late charge to earn a trip into the top four.
The Blue Devils, who lost in the title game
last season, are 9-9.

The other semifinal finds Conotton
Valley {11-6) hosting Paden City (11-5)
in one of the lengthiest trips of the semi-
e, [ifial round.

' In' Class 2ZA, Steubenville
Catholic earned the top seed after
posting a 14-4 record. The
Crusaders of Coach Sean Tucker
will host Cameron, which edged
past Shadyside, on the strength of
late bonus points. '

The Dragons, who are 8-6, edged out

Big Red is 14-4 on the season, while the Tigers by 16 hundredths of a point,

Harrison Central checked in with a 14-5

record,

The other semifinal pits second-sceded
Clay-Battelle (10-4) against third-seeded

In Class 1A, Bishop Donahue earned Wheeling Central (9-11).

the top seed. The Bishops are 10-6 and

The 3A field appears, on paper, to be

will welcome Beallsville, which made a one of the most balanced and competitive
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Irney pairings established

fields. .

Buckeye Trail finished as the top see
with a 12-4 mark. The Warriors will wel
come Monroe Central, which edged pas
Fort Frye after it lost to Vincent Warren o1
Tuesday, in the semifinal. Magnoli;
earned the second seed and will hos
River.

The Blue Eagles (11-4} lost twice to th
Pilots (13-4} during the regular season.

In Class 5A, Morgantown (13-3) earnet
the top sced,

I'1i be a battle of Motown in the semi
finals as the Mohigans welcom:
University (12-5). The other semifina
finds Parkersburg South (14-3) welcomin
Indion Creek (13-4). .

The balance of the pairings cdn be founc
on Page B4.

Staskey can be reached a
sstaskey @timesleaderonline.com

- Czuchran powers BL;

LEADER - Tuesday, February 5, 2013 - B2

Scheduling

Continued from Page B1

Media day for the semi-final winning teams is still up in
the air. It was originally scheduled for Wednesday, so it
could be held Thursday if all of the games are played.

Only classes 2A and 4A have games scheduled on dif-
ferent days. Wheeling Central and Clay-Battelle will clash
this evening, while Bridgeport and Shadyside will meet
Wednesday night with the reserve game tipping at 6 p.m.

In Class 4A, number one seeded Steubenville will host
Oak Glen this evening at 6:30, while Martins Ferry will
visit Union Local in a 6 p.m. varsity only encounter
Wednesday.

In Class 1A, Morgantown Trinity will make the lengthy
trip to Conotton Valley on Wednesday. St. John Central
will host Madonna ina 7 p.m. varsity only garme that same
evening.

In Class 3A, both the River vs. Shenandoah and Fort
Frye vs. Monroe Central will clush on Wednesday night.

The A schools will play this evening. University will
host Jolin Marshall and Morgantown will welcome Indian
Creek.

While it’s not been alfected by weather, the second
annual Bill Hinegardner OVAC Dual Wrestling
Tournament has also been altered. i

The tournament, which was origmally scheduled for
Wednesday at WesBanco Arena in downiown Wheeling,
has been shilted to a two-day event being held at both
John Marshall and Steubenville high schools on
Wednesday and Thursday, respectively. B ‘

The change occurred because of a conflict with the
inaugural Ohio High School Athletic Association Duals,
which both Shadyside and Steubenville are still competing
in.

Wednesday's action at the JM Fieldhouse will feature
classes 5A and 3A competing. Two semifinal duals will
be contested in each class and then the championship and
consolation final will follow, 7

The 3A field will feature Barnesville against Monroe
Central in one semifinal and River against Tylet
Consolidated in the other semifinal,

The SA tournament Wheeling Park against
Morgantown and delending champion John Marshall
against Brooke. .

At Steubenville, host Big Red is the top seed in the 4A
field. They will battle Martins Ferry. The other semifinal
is Marrison Central against Oak Glen.

In the 1A/2A field, Shadyside will take on Toronto and
Steubenville Central will meet Caldwell.

The wresting at both sites is scheduled for 6 p.m.

Staskey can be reached alt
sstaskey@timesleaderonline con

Shoemal

Junior Brennan Czuchran scored a
career-high 25 points and pulled down a
season-high 13 rebounds in leading home-
standing Buckeye Local to a 70-54 victory
aver Shenandoah Tuesday night in a
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Consolation
Round game in Connorville.

Kyle Michalo added 17 markers and
Shane Duncan 10 as the Panthers (10-10)
led 41-24 at the half before watching the
Zeps pull to within 53-47 at the end of
three panels.

The Panthers travel to Barnesville
tonight for another consolation round
game.

Class 2A
Championship Semifinals

Steubenville Central 81, Cameron 42

STEUBENVILLE — Sean Tucker's
club shot a torrid 53 percent from the floor
(29 of 55) to easily dispose of Cameron,
81-42: and clinch a berth in Saturday’s 10
a.m. title game on the campus of Ohio
University Eastern. The Crusaders will be
looking for revenge when they square off
against Wheeling Central,

Ryan Fletcher took game scoring honors
with 22. Zach Herrington added 15 and
Michael Barber 13. Michael Manfresca
fimshe_d with eight. Brenton Colabelia
scored just three points but dished out five
of Central’s 21 assists. Herrington hauled
down eight of his team’s 34 rebounds, In
addition to its outstanding shooting night
from the floor, Central also went 17 for 23
from the charity stripe.

Mark Walker and Hunter Chambers
both scored 12 for the Dragons, now 10-8.
Routt ended with 11, grabbed seven
rebounds and blocked seven shots,

Wheeling Central 72, Clay-Battelle 60

. BLACKSVILLE — Chase Harler con-
tinued his impressive freshman campaign
with a 26-point outing as Wheeling
Central defeated Clay-Battelle.

Justin Hammers added 14 points behind
four 3s for the Maroon Knights (10-11),
while David Park finished with 12.

Logan Opyoke led the Cee-Bees with
1% points.

Consolation Pool
St. John 56, Valley 50
_ At Bellaire, the Irish hung on for a 56-
50 victory against invading Valley in an
OVAC consolation contest Tuesday
evening.

The Irish were led by senior D.J.
Shoemaker who scored 32 points. Alex
Francis donated 13 points and John Alvey
went for seven,

Trinity 73, Shadyside 71, OT

At Shadyside, the Warriors (10-8}
scored with five seconds remaining in the
exira session, but the Tigers were unable

. to get the last shot to dyop on a Wheeling

E-I(Jtspital OVAC Consolation Round coi-
est.,

Cody Triplett meshed 36 of Trinity’s
points,
" Adam Stupak poured in 22 to lead the

Ker leads SJC

Tigers (10-11). Ryan Richardson added

16 and Austin Dotris 11,

_Shadyside travels to Morristown Friday

night to meet Union Local.

Madonna 65, Bridgeport 55
. At Weirton, the Blue Dons (7-12) made
it 2 of 3 against the visiting Bulldogs this
season with their Wheeling Hospital
OVAC Consolation Round triumph,

Dallas Fields paced Bridgeport with 16
points. Aaron Roth and QJ Williams had
11 apiece.

Bridgeport hosts Weir Friday.

Caldwell 66, Bellaire 58

At Caldwell, the Redskins (4-15) got 35
points from standout Jonathan Wiechman
and went on to post a 66-58 victory
agaimst Bellaire (3-17) in an OVAC con-
solation game Tuesday night.

The Big Reds were led by Jjunior Kenny
.Hess (20) and Nathan Steele (15).

Bellaire is in action Thursday at
Buckeye Local and will host Qak Glen
Friday, :

Wheeling Park 73, East Liverpool 39
_ At East Liverpool, Ryan Reinbeau fired
In a game-high 20 points behind three 3s
as Wheeling Park hammered East
Liverpool.

Chalmer Moffett added 14 points for
the Patriots (8-10), while Luke Saseen fin-
ished with 13. '

Hayden Cunningham paced the Potters
{6-14) with 15 poigts. P )

Brocke 65, Linsly 47

At Wheeling, Thomas Cole had 14
pomts and 10 rebounds as Brooke defeat-
ed Linsly.

Russel Schwertfeger added 15 points,
four steals and four assists for the Bruins
(13-7), while Ryan Heaton chipped in 10
points.

Jabq’ Blount fed the Cadets (9-1 1) with
18 points, while Anthony Wallace and
Toddy Goodwin-Rowe finished with 11
and 10 points, respectively.

Hundred 62, East Richland Christlan 60

At St. Clairsville, Rusty Motris stuffed
the stat sheet with 17 points, 16 rebounds
and nine assists as Hundred edged East
Richland Christian,

Brandon Amrstong backed Morris with
a game-high 27 points and seven boards
for the Hornets (5-11).

Grant Bruner hit four 3s on the way to
22 to lead ERC, while Joel Mott had five
3s of his own to total 20 points,

_ Edison 62, Wely 55

At Weirton, Alec Jones had a game-high
21 points as Edison defeated Weir.

Dylan Jones added 12 points for the
Wildcats, while I.D. Howell chipped in
nine,

Josh Groves led the Red Riders with 16

points,

Toronto 37, Oak Glen 25 .
t At3 Newt gvlanchester, Tyler Owens hit
woe 35 on the way to 10 point ‘
bt O e Y points as Toronto

Matt McLaughlin led the Golden Bemzs
with nine points, ‘
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Wheeling Hospital OVAC Boys Basketball Championships

Red Devils
repeat in 4A

- St. C. squeaks past Big Red
for conference championship

By SETH STASKEY
Timas Leader Sports Editor

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — It didn’t take quite as
long for St. Clairsville to earn its second Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference Championship as it did
{ its first.
| The Red Devils put the cap on a brilliant 19-2
o regular season by making it back-to-back in the
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Boys Basketball
| Championship. o

St. Clairsville took Steubenville’s best shot —
actually several shots — before posting a hard-
earned 62-58 victory in front of a jum-packéd
crowed at Ohio University Eastern’s Health and
Physical Education Center Saturday afternoon.

“It's very special to repeat,” said St. C. head
‘coach Kim Clifford. “You hear coaches at different
levels talk about how tough it can be to get the first
one, but staying there is an even tougher task. It's
Jjust a tribute for these kids.”

The Red Devils’ victory compleled the season
sweep of Big Red, but the latest meeting was much
R 07 difficult seeing that the Devils won by more

| than 20 during their clash in Belmont County last
.month. '

“We expected a battle,” Clifford said, “We
designed our (regular-season) schedule to play in a
lot of big games to prepare us for these types of
| games and I think that paid off for us today.”

Each time it appeared as*if St. C. was on the
‘brink of cfu]]ing away from Big Red, Steubenville
answered and it usually did it with a defensjve
: : ; tenacity that forced the Devils into an uncharacter-
‘ ' . T-L Phota/MIKE PALMEﬁ istic 18 tum%zers.

. Plus, Steubenville held St. C. without a field goal
ST, CLAIRSVILLE'S Jerrid Marhefka salils to the basket as a pair of ip the fourth quarter. However, the Devils casghed
Steubenville defanders ook on Saturday afternoon during the Wheeling 14-0f-16 from the charity stripe, which kept Big
Hospital OVAC Boys Basketball Championships at Ohio University Red at bay down the stretch.

Eastern. The Red Devils held off Big Red, 62-58, for the 4-A crown.
Addf\r:bnal images can be found at cu.timesleaderoniine.com

Magnolia too big and strong for Trail in 3A

By JEFF HARRISON . _+  75-53 conquest of Trail in the Class 3A
title game of the Wheeling Hospital OVAC

- See, DEVILS, Page C2

utive Class 3A championship game (the

For The Times Leader v Eagles also won the title in 2011),

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — A bref 10-sec-
ond “exchange of words” during an early
second quarter time-out between Magnolia
High head coach Dave Tallman and his top
performer — Mark Winters — apparently
lit a fire in the Blue Eagle senior's belly
and the result was trouble for Buckeye
Trail,

After a scoreless first quarter, Winters
exploded in the second period en toute to a
30-point outburst which led Magnolia to a

Basketball Championships at Ohio
University Eastern on Saturday.

“Muark and I have been through the wars
logether,” said Coach Tallman. “He's been
a part of 70-some wins with us and things
like that are going to happen, I'm sure he
even argues with his parents sometimes,

“Mark gave us his usual effort,” the
Magnnolin coach continued. “It was a
‘quiet” 30, but it was also a total team
effort out there today.”

Magnolia, appearing in its fourth consec-

improved its record to 14-4 while Trail, in
the title game for the first time, dropped to
13-7.

Senior Stephen Rogalski paced Magnolia
in the early-going, tallying seven points in
the first quarter as the Biue Eagles moved
on top, 15-11.

Trail got off to a slow start offfensively
by hitting just 4-of-15 shots including 1-
of-7 from three-point range, a sign of
things to come.

Sesg, 3A, Page C3
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Danica fastest in Daytona 500 practice

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (AP) —
If two practices are any indication,
Danica Patrick is a solid candidate to
win the pole for the Daytona 500.

Patrick turned the fastest lap
Saturday in a pair of practice sessions
focused solely on qualifying for the
Daytona 500. She went 196.220
mph around Daytonan International
Speedway in the second practice ses-
sion and said she’s eyeing the fop
starting spot in “The Great American
Race.”

“Eve
sure that we do whatever we can to be

- on the pole,” Patrick said. “That is

what we all ar& shooting for.”

@ Devils

Continued from Page C1

Steubenville also limited
Devils' senior all-Ohioan
Dan Monteroso to just a
pair of foul shots in the
fourth quarter as it made its
surge. However, he did
score a game-high 28
poinis in the game.

“All we wanted to do
was win by whatever
means it took,” Monteroso
snid. “We're excited (0 win
this and now we want to go
into the tournament with a
head of steam. All eyes are
forward to the tournament.”

Steubenville tied the
game at 55 on a John Linn
bucket with just over two
minutes to play. Senior
Dylan Campbell, who hit
two big triples in the first-
half, converted a pair at the
line. St. C. then stole the in-
bounds pass and senior
Adam Jeffires cashed one
of two at the line, making it
58-55.

Big Red got one of two
at the line and fouled steady
senior Riley Carlton. He
calmly sank both once
again. Carlton, who had
missed ‘basically the last
three games due to an
injury, was 6-of-6 at the
line in the fourth and fin-
ished with 10 points.

“The kids really focused
in on that final three min-
utes,” Clifford said. “Give
Steubenville a ton of credit
because they just wouldn’t
go away, but our kids reaily
gutted it out when they had
to. I think, again, part of
that is due to experience.”

West, who was excep-
tional on both ends for
Steubenville, cashed a

rything that we do is to make |

The front row for the Feb, 24 sea-
son-opening Daytona 500 will be set
in Sunday’s time trials. The rest of
the field is set next Thursday after a
pair of qualifying races.

Patrick said it would be an accom-

plishment for her Stewart-Haas

Racing team to lock into the field on
Sunday.

“] think it would be really nice for

all of us to know we were in the

-race,” she said. “It's nice to Know as a

team, but it’s also mice to know for
your (Sponsors) like GoDaddy and all
the other people that are involved in
the car. That is who really pays for
you to be out there on the track.”

Patrick was nearly a second faster
than the other drivers Saturday.

Second fastest in the afternoon Ses-
sion was three-time champion Tony
Stewart, her teammate and car €o-
owner, who turned a lap of 195.363
mph in his Chevrolet. Kyle Busch
was third in a Toyota, and he was fol-
lowed by Dale Earnhardt Jr. and
Jamie McMurray as Chevrolet took
four of the top five spots.

Trevor Bayne, the 2011 Daytona
500 winner, was the fastest Ford in
sixth.

Joey Logano paced the morning
practice with a fast lap at 195410
mph in his Penske Racing Ford.

floater, making it 60-58.
However, St. C. was able to
get the ball back into
Cariton, who iced the game

T.L PhiotoMIKE PALMER

ST. CLAIRSVILLE’'S Dan Monteroso (5) goes 1o the basket during Saturday’s
game against Steubenville at OUE.

with two more at the line.
“It’s tough when you
send a good shooting team
to the ‘line that many
times,” said Steubenville
head coach Mike Haney. “I
thought we played good,

buzzer,” Clifford siiled.
“This was like a heavy-
weight fight throughout.
Luckily, it was our day.”
Monteroso and Carlton’s
scoring was aided by senior
Terrid Marhekfa's eight

once again,

Steubenville is now 15-6
o the season and will open
Division II sectional play
back at OUE against East
Liverpool on Saturday.

“T told the enve that » Int

rest,” Clifford admitted.
“We've played a lot of
games down the stretch
here and we need to get our
legs back under us a little
bit. I know these kids are
avrited tn fre 1o make 4 tun
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CLASS 3A

Blue Eagles
Trounce
Warriors

Mark Winters pours in
33 points for Magnolia

By TRACY WATSON
For The News-Register
ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Big-time

plays, big-time players, big-time situa- |

tions and big-time calls are all part of
basketball.

Saturday afternoon, Magnolia par-
layed that foursome into a second Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference Class 3A
championship in four seasons,

Senior all-stater Mark Winters, held _

scorgless in the oglqmug quarter, scored
15 of his game-high 30 points in the
second guarter’ Iwh_jlf: cizssmates
Stephen Rogalski, Kyle Elliott and
freshman Preston Boswell did an admi-
ral job keeping the: Biue Eagles ahead

g some edrly foul troubles as Mag-
nolig gulled away down the stretch fo
record a comfortable 75-53 victo
against Buckeye Trall at the Ohio Uni-
versity Eastern Health and Physical
Recreation Center.

Magnolia coach Dave Tallman
watched his team improved to 14-4,
and also even its record at 2-2 in the
championship tilt,

“We are always just so happy to be
here,”” Tallman said, “This is always a
community effort and a great event and
it fee]s good to get another victory.”

The game had the feel of an earl
season encounter out of the gate as botg
teams struggled with possessions and
shots, It was also a part of the game in
which Coach Rod Gray’s Warriors (13-

See, Trounce, Page B3

hoto

Y Fred Younce

Wh'eeliug Central’s Brandon Wallace (4;4) snares a rebound during Saturday

morning’s OVAC Class 2A title game at OUE,

Knights Rally

Wheeling Central edges
Steubenville Catholic

By NICK BEDWAY
For the News-Register
ST. CLAIRSVILLE — After a 2-7,
not even the staunchest of the Wheeling
Central fans could have envisioned &
.500 record and, even less likely, would
have been thmﬁhts of winnin'%]the
Wheeling Hospital Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference’s Clags 2A championship,
Typically of Mel Stephens-coached
teams during his highly-successful 10-
year reign, the Maroon Knights kept
plugging awaty, a%ettiug better with each
game before finally ascending to the top

CLASS 2A

of the bi-state leapue’s boys’ basketball
mountain after a thrill-packed 52-50 vic-
Egly against Steubenville Catholic Cen-

Rallying from a nine-point deficit mid-
way through the third quarter on the Ohio
University campus, ogportunig' finally
came knocking at Wheeling Central’s
door as it had possession of the basket-
ball with the score tied and just 20 sec-
onds left in the hard-fought contest,

Even then, victory wouldn’t come
easy. It had to survive what would have
been a disastrous turnover. But the ball

See, Knights, Page B3

CLASS 1A

Rockets Boys
Join Girls As
OVAC Champs

Bailey posts double-double with
26 points and 12 rebounds

By TRACY WATSON
For The News-Register

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Simply put,
Conotton Valley showed up at Ohio
University Eastern on Saturday night
with every intention of winning the
boys’ Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Class A championship.

And just seven days after the Rockets
girls® captured the school’s first confer-
ence titli)e, Coach Mike Fierbaugh’s
boys did exactly the same,

Senior Brandon Bailey was nearly
unstoggable inside with 26 points and
12 rebounds and Conotton Valley had a
total of two double—ﬁgure scorers and
three with double-digit rebounds as the
Rockets broke open a close game early
with a 25-2 run en route to a 65-42
pounding of Bishop Dopahue at OUE's
Health and Physical Education Center.

The victory was the 16th in 21
games for Fierbaugh’s crew, which
launched into a wild celebration with
their fans after the final buzzer.

. With the Bowerston bunch leading 7-
6 ut the 3:15 mark of the opening quar-
ter, things took a drastic change with an
11-0 spust that pushed the count to 18-
6 at the end of one, Conotton Valley
added the initial five points of the sec-
ond before a Chaice Truex deuce
snapped a 16-0 run. _

However, the Rockets weren’t even
close to being finished, putting up the
next nine points to cap a rerarkable 25-
2 rally that gave them a Whopping 32-8
lead with 2:42 to play in the hali The

~See, Rockets, Page B3

St. Clairsville Edges Steubenville for Crown

By SETH STASKEY cation Center on Saturday after-

For the News-Reglster noon,
ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Itdid-  “It’s very special to re eat,”
n't take quite as long for St, St. C. coach Kim Clifford said.

Clairsville to earn its second
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
cham ionshgyeas it did its first,

The Red Devils put the cap on
a brilliant 19-2 regular season
by making it back-to-back in the

celing Hospital OVAC Boys
Basketbail Championships.

St.'  Clairsville took
Steubenville’s best shot — actu-
ally several shots — before
posting a hard-earned 62-58 vic-
tory in front of a jam-packed
crowed at Ohio University East-
ern’s Heglth and Physical Edu-

“You hear coaches at different
levels talk about how tough it
can be to get the first one, but
staKinlg there is an even tmzﬁher
ltg?i . 1t's just a tribute for these
S."

The Red Devils’ victory coim-
leted the season sweep of Big
ed, but the latest meeting wus

much more difficult seeing that
the Devils won by more than 20
during their clash in Belmont
Couanty last month,

“We expected a battle,” Clif-

ford said. “We designed our

CLASS 4A

(regular-season) schedule to play
in a Iot of big games to prepare
us for these types of games and I
think that paid off for us.”

Each time it appeared as if St.
C. was on the brink of pullin
away from Big = Red,
Steubenville answered and it
usually did it with a defensive
tenacity that forced the Devils
into an uncharacteristic 18
turnovers,

Plus, Steubenville held St, C,
without a field goal in the fourth
quarter. However, the Devils
cashed 14 of 16 from the charity

stripe, which kept Big Red at
bay down the stretch.
Steubenville also limited Dey-
ils’ senior all-Ohioan Dan Mon-
teroso to just a pair of foul shots
in the fourth quarter as it made
its surge. However, he did score
2 game-high 28 points in the
game.
“All we wanted to do was win
by whatever means it took,”
onteroso said. “We’re excited
to win this and now we want to
ﬁo into the tournament with a
ead of steam. All eyes are for-
ward to the tournament.”
Steubenville tied the game at

See, Edges, Page B3
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Phwio by Mike Palmer

St. Clairsville’s Jarrid

Marhefka drives toward the
basket Saturday.
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KNIGHTS
Continued from page Bl

bounced :its way and eventually
into ‘the hands of oft-unheralded
senior guard Justin Hammers for
the wide-open backdoor layup
that sealed the deal,

Hammers’ ame-winner
improved Wheeling Central’s
record to: 11-11 heading into
West Virginia Class A sectional

lay next week, Steubenville

atholic was saddled with its
just its fifth loss against 15 vic-
tories, two of those setbacks
coming at the hands of their
down-river parochial rival.

Central also won the earlier
meeting 72-60, but the Cry-
saders were without two of their
key starters that were sidelined
with the flu,

Coach Sean Tucker and his
battling squad took the latest
defeat hard and vowed tp make
%p for it this week when his

rusaders 'also begin what they
hoop will be a long tournament
run.
*“Two teams played their

hearts out,” Tucker said. “*Nei-
ther team c&uit. I thought we
rotated (on defense). fairly well,
but we had a couple of break-
downs and that’s going to hap-
pen in high school basketball.

‘*(Losing) this game really
made our kXids mad and I feel
sorry for whoever we play next
and here on out,” Tucker added.

While the. Steubenville
Catholic coaches were teary-
eyed, there were smiles all
around around the Wheeling
Central continpgent,

“You've got to give a ton of
credit to the kids,” an elated
Stephens said, **We were down
eight or nine and ina little bit of
foul trouble but ithey kept play-
ing. When we had to get some
stops and we needed some big
plays on offense we got them. At
the end when you have the ball
in your hands with a chance to
win the game that is all you can
ask for in that sitbation.”

The Maroon Knights” strategy

for the last play was certainly no
surprise to anybody, esFecmlly
Tucker, He knew the ball would
first be placed in the hands of
Wheeling Central's highly-capa-
ble freshman point guard Chase
Harler.

‘“We ran what we called an
eagie jump and double-teamed
Harler when he came off the
screen,” Tucker noted, **We
believed we could get him to
bobble the ball and we clearl
hit it but the bounce did not fall
our way.”

Stephens expected the same
double-team but-he also felt the
Crusaders also would use the
foul they had at their disposal to
waste before putting eeling
Central on the foul line,

‘*1 told the kids they were
going to play extremely hard
there,”’ he said. ‘“We had Chase
coming off the ball screen and
they were able to deflect it away.
The second part of that was
David {Park) making a great

read when the defense came out
on him after he had picked up
the ball. He then made the pass
to Michael (Pleva). who turned
around and found Justin under-
neath by himself, That was a big
bucket,” added Stephens in what
was clearly an:understatement,

Just three seconds remained
on the clock after Hammers
deposited the basketball into the
nylon, Steubenville Catholic’s
desperation long pass into the
front court was picked oif by
Harler sealing the victory.

Although the Crusaders led
most the game, neither team ever
managed a double-figure advan-
tage.

Matt Martello’s dribble pene-
tration for a lxglgp sent the Cru-
saders on top 6-5 and they went
on to lead 13-10 at the end of
the first quarter. Ryan Fletcher’s
four points during a low-scoring
second quarter  helped
Steubenville Catholic leave the
court up by 22-17 at halftime.

Park’s triple pulled the
Maroon Knights to within 22-20
at the outset of the third quarter
before the Crusaders responded
with a 11-4 run, keyed by two
more Fletcher trifectas and
another from Martello that
extended the lead to 33-24, the
largest of the game.

Brandon Wallace’s backside
rebound basket followed by
Hammers nice roll to the hoop
brought Wheeling Central to
within 33-28. Harler buried a
triple and Brian Felton also
cashed a huge three-pointer clos-
ing the quarter with the Maroon
Knights down by just two points
at 36-34,

Harler scored 12 of his 18
points in the second half and
pulled down 10. rebounds. He
was joined in double figures by
Park with 12 points, five assists
and four rebounds along with
Brandon Wallace with 10 points.
Wallace also collected five
rebounds,

TROUNCE

Contintied from page B1

7) had opportunities to
make some noise. Late in
the first period, Magnolia
junior Zach Willhoite had
already picked up his sec-
ond foul while Winters had
not scored & point and was
about to pick up his second
personal just seconds into
the second quarter. o

However, it was still Big
Blue.which [ed by sevén
points, anjadvantage that
was sliced fto four on Zach
Roe's buzzer-beating 3-
pointer tha made it 15-11
afterone, ; i

With ~bcith. big men in
foul trouble, and each
coach obviously sensing
what could be, Winters
took coatrpl and showed
the crowd what the differ-
ence in the game was going
to be. But what may have

been the biggest play hap-
pened at the 3:28 mark of
the second. Already sad-
dled with two fouls, Win-
ters drove the paint and
plowed through a Trail
defender.

On a huge play that
.conld have gone either way,
Winters' wag awarded the
hoop with .4 blocking; foul
on--the - Warriors- -being-
called. The free throw made
it a 27-18 count, in a situa-.
tion that could: have been,
24-18 with Winters on; the’
bench with three fouls. _

« *“Winters is a very nice
all-around player, and yes,
you could definitely feel
everything kind of change a
Hittle bit after that call,’™
Gray said,

From there Magnolia’s
lead grew to 38-25 at the

break before swelling to
57-36 after three.

A 9-2 run early in the
fourth, keyed by nine points
from Roe, had Buckeye
Trail within 14 at 61-47
before Winters followed
with three consecutive bas-
kets to key a 10-0 burst and
put the final icing on the
cake.

““‘Buckeye Trail is-a very
nice team, but I really
believe that we are peaking
at the right time,”" Taliman
said. ‘“We are playing very
focused basketball with an
awful lot of enthusiasm
right. now, I felt like we
played a great game (Satur-
day), with the exception of
a few unforced turnovers
early on.

*‘But this is all about our
seniors and their leadership,

which makes my job very
easy. Each of these five
starters and our kids off the
bench played a big part in
all of this. I can't say
enough about kids like
Kyle Elliott, Stephen
Rogalski, Zach Willhoite,
Preston Boswell and on
down the line. Somebody
always seems to pick us up
when we need it

‘““We had some pretty
lofty goals coming into the
season and this champi-
onship was one of them,
now we have another and I
am sure that everyone
knows what that is. This
game (Saturday) means the
world to us as far as
momentum, sectional seed-
ing and even state seeding
if we can get there.

““The last few years we

have been fortunate enough
to get to the state tourna-
ment, but always get the
four or five seed. T would
love to get back there and
maybe move up a little in
seeding, that is why every
game matters at this point.”

Rogalski added 17 for
the Blue Eaples while
Elliott gave his normal
high-octane defensive per-
formance along with scor-
ing a season-high 13
potiats.

Winters completed his
afternoon by adding 14
rebounds for a_double-dou-
ble, Roe’s performance was
also sparkling for the War-
riors, finishing with 29

oints while Calebh Gray
ollowed with 11,

““We really didn't play

as well as we needed to

early on,”’ Rod Gray said.
“*And with that we had to
do some things later on that
we really didn’t waat to
have to do. We figured
coming in that their bigs
could give us trouble, but
we weren’t expecting them
to do as much from the
perimeter. But credit them,
they had some kids step up.

**As far as Winters and
Wilthoite go, they are tough
to handle. I feel like we
could have handled one of
them, but the second was
just too much for us, Mag-
nolia played very well and
shot the ball very well.
They have a.nice team.”’

In all, Magnolia, which
shot 59 percent from the
floor in the first half, fin-
ished 34 of 61 for 56 per-
cent for the contest.

ROCKETS -

Continued from page Bl

Bishops (12-8) pulled to jwithin
38-18 at the break, but iit was
just too late,

it was a 24-point margin, 53-
29, with eight minutes to piay.

“This is {just a great group of
kids that have done an amazing
Jjob responding to hard work,”
Fierbaugh|said, “A few years
ago something like this was just
unimaginable. I just love these
kids. ‘ . .

“It was @ great job overall
(Saturday),but this was what we

wanted to do and we did it. Hon-
estly, second place ‘was not an
OFtion for this Froup. We came
close last year, losing by four to
Weirton Madonna, but we have
a lot of kids back and this was a
major focus and goal for them.

“I think it is great that both
the girls and boys won champi-
onships this year, but they did
beat us to it.”

Senior Brandon Galigher
added 10 points for the Rockets,
but rebounding was a big factor

throughout. Zach Lyon added 12
caroms while Galigher had (0.
Conotton Valiey led 22-8 off the
glass at the half, 31-15 after
three and finished with a 38-22
margin.

Truex and Bryce Jones each
finished with 11 for Donahue,
which struggled mightily from

the floor, hitting 14 of 43 tries. -

The Bishops had four 3-pointers,

but all of them came after the

score was already out of hand,
“This is a’young group that

hasn’t experienced this before,”
Bishop Donahue coach Tom
Wise said. ‘*Hopefully they
fearned something (Saturday).
We have not shot that bad ali
season long, but for some reason
we couldn’t get much to fall.
“They are a veteran team with
seven seniors and we have just
two and I think that showed,
Brandon Bailey is a tremendous
player and they have a nice team
with good size. T really can’t
raise a lot of heck with my team,

I don’t doubt the effort given,
the shots just didn’t fall.

“As far as rebounding goes, I
will take the heat for that, We
wanted to run a zone on defense
afd double-down on Bailey
thinking if we could limit his
touches it might be a good thing.
But it created other shots for
them and second and third
efforts. They just started
stroking it when they got their
feet wet and started building
confidence.”

;
EDGES
Continugd from page B1
55o0na John Linn bucket

ished with 10 points.
*The kids realt

focused

send a goed shooting team
to the line that man

final chapter.

Red.

Steubenville held a 29-

enjoy the opportunity.
Obviously, we would ha\}r’e

with just over two minutes
to play, Senior Dylan
Campbell, who hit two big
triples in the first half, con-
verted a pair at the line. St
C. then stole the in-bounds
ass and senior Adam Jef-
ries cashed one of two at
the line, making it 58-55.
Big Red got one of two
at the line and fouled
steady senior Riley Carlton.
He calmly sank both once
again. Carlton, who had
missed basically the last
three games due to an
injury, was 6 of 6 at the
line in the fourth and fin-

in on that final three min-
utes,” Clifford said. “Give
Stenbenville a ton of credit
becanse they just wouldn’t
2o away, but our kids really
gutied 1t out when they had
to. I think, again, part of
that is due to experience.”
West, who was excep-
tional on both ends for
Steubenville, cashed a
floater, making it 60-58.
However, St, C. was able to
get the ball back into Carl-
ton, who iced the game
with two more at the line,
“It’s tough when you

times,” Steubenville coac
Mike Haney said. “I
thought we played good,
aggressive team defense,
but we just fouled too
much. Our kids played as
hard as they could and 1
don’t think they have any-
thing to hang their heads
about.”

St. Clairsville led 22-20
after one and 31-30 at the
intermission. Monteroso
scored 14 in the first half.
The Devils scered to be in
command after surging to a
48-41 lead entering the

“T just told the kids let’s
have more points at the
final buzzer,” Clifford
smiled, “This was like a
heavyweight fight through-
out.' Luckily, it was our

da&l’
onteroso and Carlton's
scoring was aided by senior
Jerrid Marhefka's eight
points. Campbell also fin-
1shed with eight.
Steubenville, meanwhile,
was led bl‘(( West’s 26,
Senior Mylik Young scored
10 points, while Tajuan
Lawson and Adam Sterling
each had seven for Big

22 edge on the boards,
West completed the dou-
ble-double for Big Red
with 11 rebounds. Mon-
teroso had six rebounds,
four steals and swatted
three shots as he stuffed the
stat-sheet once again,
Steubenville is now 15-6
on the season and will open
Division II sectional
back at OUE against
Liverpool on Saturday,
“I told the guys that a lot
of players never get a
chance to play for a cham-
pionship, so we wanted to

ast

ay -

enjoved it & little bit more
had the outcome been dif-
ferent,” Haney said. “We'll
go back to, work and get
ready for the sectional.”

St. Clairsville will open
defense of its sectional, dis-
trict and regional champi-
onship on Heb. 27 against
Edison. ;

“We neeid to get some
rest,” Clifford admitted.
“*We’'ve played a lot of
Fames down the stretch
nere and we. need to get our
legs back uhder us a little
bit. 1 know;these kids are



River unloads
on Monroe for
third place

By MIKE PALMER
Times Leader Sports Writer

HANNIBAL - The inter-district battle
between Switzerland of Ohio schools
River and Monroe Central was -a typical
battle between rival schools until the third

quarter when the
host Pilots ran away

Shad}side
rallies past
UL, 45-43

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

MORRISTOWN - Union Local head coach .
Vaughn Butler had a solid game plan in place for |
Friday’s game against Shadyside in the consolation
round of the: Wheeling Hospital OVAC Boys

16T “WE HAD with the ‘contest,
Ba’?'llizﬂ}aeltfscgfgg[ﬁ)em\giltﬁout senior standout Jacob troubie scor- burying the
h » ) = Seminoles by o final
Bailey for the remainder of the ing, we had of 73-49
season due o an injury, Want-  wppege wag froubie River's  Brett

ed to conirol the tempo, play v
good defense and limit -@While in this
Shadyside’s touches on the game that/
interior. didn't think
In terms of those three fac-  wa'd come
tors, the Jets.vgcre on point all  pack We had
ﬂi,g}l;f- L . . "fo:doxeifefy;’»im
owever, the nome Zach thi bl
Frizzi wasn’t discussed all that  U1Ng possiDie
much during Jets’ practices !0 come out
the past two days. The Tigers' witha win.”
sophomore dialed in 3-point . ggandss
bombs on threé occasions and — Shadysida Coach
finished with 18 clutch points —
to lead Shadyside (11-11)to a
hard-earned 4'5l-43 victory in their regular-season
finale,
“That kid just kept hitting ‘threes,” Butler said.
“Where did he come from?” |
Frizzi got tlie start because Shadyside played
without sophomore pivot Austin Dortis due to ill-
ness. ' !
Frizzi certainly made the most of his opportunity, [ ¥
especially in the second haif when he erupted for 14 Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK
ofhispoints. | ! ‘ SHADYSIDE'S Jared Brooks goes up for a shot as Union Local's
“There was a while in this game that I didn’t Collin Jones defends during Friday's game in Morristown. Brooks
Ses, SHADYSIDE, Page D2 scored 11 as the Tigers prevailed, 45-43.

reboi.lndlng > Price and Cody
Thatsagood  Caldwell had the hot
combination to. hands for the hosts
gel you beat - as Price netted a
by 20 points.” ! pair of first qulaorter
- Bogiy i, lTEYS scoring 10 in
mg th‘ey opener while
— Caldwell added his
owt. ~{ong-range
contribution giving the Pilots a double
dipit lead.

The Seminoles’ Korey Lafferre netted a
buzzer-beater just before the intermission
to outscore River 19-18 in the second
stanza but the invaders still trailed, 37-29.
Monroe Central came out in the third

[

— Riders race past
Harrison Central
MARTINS
FERRY'S By KIM NORTH tered the John W. Stephenson
Tyler Strama Times Leader Sports Writer Center nets at a 64 percent (25
makes a ) of 39) clip from the floor as it
move against i § CADIZ -- When you're hot, ghot out to o commanding 24-6
Harrison yow're hot. , advantage after eight minutes. ;.
Central's When you're not, you're not.  “Ror all intents and purposes, :
Rashaen ! Martins Ferry was. Harrison this was our last regular-season v
Mitchell dur- Central was not. , game,” veteran Martins Ferry ‘L
i iday’ _That summed up Friday head coach Jeff Sabatino said. ) e
ng Friday’s night’s Wheeling Hospital «p le of h s
game In OVAC Boys Basketball games that we ot be guoic T PholoMIKE PALMER
Cadi - Doy games that we won’t be able to )
adiz. Charnpionships Class 4-A con- Spon RIVER'S Brett Price goes up for a
np P 00~ 'play because of the (D-III sec- hot during E ) :
solation final won by the visit- tional) tournament coming up, Snol during Friday’s game against
ing Purple Riders, 60-37, in g we wanted 1o leave a bit of MONroe Central in  Hannibal.
Phofe GANDI Cadiz. Additional images may be found at
= THOMPSON Martins Ferry (10-8) blis- See, FERRY, Page D2 cu.limesleaderoniine.com.




from the...
SHADYSIDE
Boys
BASKETBALL |
PARfENTs

just under 12 seconds betore
Stupak made a move to the goal
and was fouled with 11.7 to play.
He calmly sank both. -

Union Local then advanced the
ball to halfcourt with 6.6 seconds

7-5 43.

Three-Point Goals: § — Frizzi (3).
UL — McDiffitt, Porter.

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com

PholofPAUL KRAJNYAK

UNION LOCAL'S Colin Jones goes up for a shot against
Shadyside’s Ryan Richardson during Friday’'s game in

Morristown. The Tigers rallied for a 45-43 victory.

Jacobson, Bae tied for lead at Riviera

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A move down the
California coast hasn’t changed a thing for

 Fredrik Jacobson.

One wegk after his best finish in more than a
year, Jacobson birdied the two toughest holes at
Riviera on his way to a 6-under 65 on Friday
and a share of the lead with Sang-Moon Bae
going into the weekend at the Northern Trust
Open.

The Swede did just about everything well,
from his tee shots to his liron play, just what it
takes to get around the classic design of
Riviera. And it helps to get a little luck, such as

No. 9 that bumped along until disappearing for
an unlikely birdie,

“That was probably the biggest bonus of the
day,” Jacobson said.

Bae played in the morning and began with
four straight birdies, all of them from tap-in
range unti! holing a 25-foot putt on the 13th.
He wound up making birdies on half of his
holes in his round of 65.

. They were at 3-under 133, one shot clear of
John Merrick (66) and John Rollins (65).

Still very much in the picture was Luke
Donald, who chipped in twice for birdie and
worked his short-game magic around the course

. @ 55-foot birdie putt from just off the green at

FFMANN HOUSE

For Fine Furniture
Y 98 W. 41st St., Shadyslde 676-2565

Ben't Ba Fooled We Still Have The Ares’s Lay

BOY

for a 66. Playing for the first time in two
months, Donald didn’t Jook us if he had much
rust, He was two shots behind.

Lee Westwood birdied the last hole for & 68
to join the group at 6-under 136 that inclodes a
pair of major champions, Charl Schwartzel (67)
and Webb Simpsen (66).

Phil Mickelson was lurking, despite a sloppy
double bogey on the 10th hole. Mickelson still
managed n 67 and was five shots back.

“1 had a little hiccup on the 10th,” Mickelson
said. “I was just trying to make 4 and I couldn’t
even do that. But 4 under is not a bad round,
with the exception of No. 10.”

1 FOR

-Z-BOY RECLINERS FOR $499 $249

est Selection Of La-Z-Boy Chairs. One Of The Oldest La-Z-Boy Dealers in The Unitad Statas

Be Sura To Sae Us Batore You Purchase Your La-Z- Euy Chair

SERVICE CENTER

Total Amto Repalr
» Gars « Trucks * Somi

FORD - LINCOLN

10 Minutes From
St. Clairsville
EXIT 208
FROM 1-70,
'MORRISTOWN, OH
1-800-782-1965

. Ferry

Continued from Page D1

legacy for this year.

“We really haven't had all of our
guys on the court at the same time
that often this year because of one

- thing or another,” he continued. “I

think Harrison is a really good
team, but we wanted to play a good
team and test ourselves against
them before the tournament, They
bought into it and broughtit.”
“I was really pleased with the
effort and focus, particularly in the
first half. I don’t know if you could
play much better than that,”
Martins Ferry senior standout
Cody Schau, who returned to the
lineup after missing two games,
tallied 21 of his game-high 30
points in the first half as the Purple

. Gang led 38-16 at the intermis-

sion. It was the sixth time he has
netted 30-or-more points in a game
this season.

“Cody looked like he was shat
out of a cannon,” Sabatino noted.
*“He was playing with a purpose.”

Power forwards Tyler Strama
(15) and Robert Vargo (12)
teamed for 27 points down low,
mostly off nifty assists from sopho-
more point guard Jake Barritt. The

" 6-5 Vargo also pulled down 14 of

the Purple’s 41 rebounds, while
Schau added eight. Strama and
Barritt each landed six, with Barritt
also dishing out eight helpers.
“Now we know what we can

Justin Clifford, he’s seen this sce-
nario one too many times, '

“We haven’t shot well lately,”
he lamented of his team’s ice-cold,
12-for-58 effort (20.7%). “We
really didn't defend tonight. Give
them credit. Coach Sab does a
greai job with them.

“They’ve got a pretty good play-
er. They made plays and we didn’t
defend and make plays.”

Nate Olmstead came off the
Huskies’ bench to fire in a team-
high 15 points, which included
four bonus bombs - three of them
coming in the third panel.

Martins Ferry meets Buckeye 8
rival Beilaire Wednesday night at
Meadowbrook High School in
Byesville in tournament action.
Tip-oif is set for 7 p.m.

Meanwhile, Harrison Central
plays Beaver Local next Friday at
8 p.m. inside Ohio University
Eastern’s Health and Physical
Education Center in Division II
sectional tournament action.

The Huskies won the JV game.

MARTINS FERRY (60) — C. Schau
11-18 7-7 30; Vargo 6 0-2 12; Barritt 0
1-2 1; Appolioni 1 0-0 2 Strama 7 1-6
15; A, Burress 0 0-0 0; D, Schau 0 0-0
0; SaarsUDOO Edwardsoooo Jd.

Burress 0 0-0 0; Shans Q. 0-0 0; Agnew .

0 0-0 0; Totals: 25-39 8-17. HARRISON
CENTRAL (37) — R. Mitchell 1 0-0 2;
Pelegreen 3 2-4 B; Watt 2 5-5 9;
Kowalskl 1 0-0 3; K. Mitchall 0 0-0 0;
Olmstead 5 1-3 15; Flultar 0 0-0 0;

Eirmme A M A AL VLo
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MARTINS
FERRY'S
Emilio
Appolioni
looks for a
teammate
Tuesday night
while St.
Clairsville's
Jerrid
Marhefka (1)
and Dan
Monteroso (5)
apply the
defensive
pressure. The
Red Devils
won, 76-48.
Additional
images can
be found at
ciLtimesfead-
eronline.com

Wheeling Hospital OVAC Boys Basketball Championship

St. C. cruises
past Ferry to
4A title game

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

The night befere playing his final game on John
Jenkins Court, St. Clairsville senior standout Dan
Monteroso dreamed he lit the scoreboard up for a
career-high 55 points.

Even though the 6-3 ail-stater fell a little short of that
lofty mark Tuesday night, he did tally 37 counters — 5
shy of his career-best ~ in leading the top-seeded Red
Devils to a 76-48 triumph over short-handed Martins
Ferry in a Wheeling Hospital OVAC Class 4-A semifi-
nal on the hilltop in Belmont County.

“This game meant a lot. It’s been a great year. It's
been a great four years with these guys,” Monteroso
revealed. “Everything the coaching staff has done for us
has been outstanding.

“It’s nice to go out with a win on this court,” he con-
tinued. “This isn't probably good to say, but I didn't
think much about school (Tuesday), T knew tonight was
going to be a special night. Senior night last week was

T-L Photo/KIM
NORTH

See, ST. C., Page B2

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Woodsfield, posting a 78-56 victory.
The two PVC rivals clashed again on

Eastern.

as the sixth annual Wheeling Hospital

got under way.

Warriors used a strong
second half and pulled
away from the Seminoles

OLD WASHINGTON - Monroe to march on to Saturday
Central all but ran Buckeye Trail off the afiernoon’s Class 3A title
court Saturday night in a game in game at Ohio University

. S0, what was the dif-
Tuesday night with a lot more on the line ference in just 72 hours?
L Quite simply, it was
OVAC Boys Basketball Championship foul trouble or lack thereof.

The difference was only 21 this time, Warriors® big man Josh Toland was sad-
but the roles were reversed as the dled with three quick fouls, which never cially on the defensive end because we

“IF THEY shoot and play
like they did tonight, with
their quickness, | think
they'll a chance against
Magnolia.”

- Scooter Tolzda
Monms Central Head Coach
I

rebounds. Plus,

the defensive end.

allowed him to get into  were able to attack when he wasn’t in
the flow of the game,

He was whis-
tled for just one person- ence maker, fic was by no mecans alone.
al in this meeting and The gritty Warriors’ backcourt of C.J,
just happened to finish Beaver and Zach Roe played well, too.
with 23 points and 16 They controlled the tempo and were able
he to penetrate, which created room for
altered several shots on Toland to work on the block.

“He hurt us up here the first time we with 22 and Beaver went for 12,
During the meeting a few days ago, played Trail,” said Monroe head coach
Scooter Tolzda. “He hurt us again, espe- the first time we played Monroe here,”

Class 3A

there.”
While Toland was certainly the differ-

Plus, they scored well. Roe chipped in

“Tonight’s game was kind of similar to

See, MONROE, Page B2

Steubenville
thumps HC to
reach 4A final

+ Huskies’ Watt scores 1,000th point

By FRED YOUNCE
For Tha Times Leader

STEUBENVILLE - The Steubenville Big Red
boys’ basketball team .advanced to the Wheeling
Hospital Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class 4-A
championship game with a victory over Harrison
Central Tuesday at the Crimson Center,

And Big Red made it look easy.

Steubenville jumped out to a 15-2 lead before cruis-
ing to 77-41 win spurred by a press defense that
turned 23 Huskies" trnovers.

*“That was a big point of emphasis for all the coach-
e5s when talking to thern,” said Big Red head coach
Mike Haney. “We thought our last two games we kind
of lost because our defense wasn’t where we thought it
would be.

“We worked on it, the kids came in focused and
ready to go, and I thought our defense was pretty fast,
It was good team defense where guys were helping
each other.”

After Harrison Central’s Austin Kowalski hit two
free throws to make the score 4-2 Big Red with 5:36
left in the first quarter the Huskies went almost five
minutes before a Kowalski three-pointer gave them
their next points at 15-5.

“T take full responsibility,” said Harrison Central
head coach Justin Clifford of his team’s struggles,
*“Obviously, I didn’t have them prepared enough for
this stage. We just weren't prepared,”

See, STEUBENVILLE, Page B2

Photo/SANDE THOMPSON
HARRISON CENTRAL'S Fileicher Watt drives o the basket
Tuesday night during action inside Steubenville High School’s
Crimson Center. He scored his 1,000th career point in a loss.

Magnolia
pulls away
from River

By RICK THORP
For The Times Leader

NEW MARTINSVILLE — The third time
was the charm for Magnolia on Tuesday
night as the Blue Eagles thumped River, 72-
45, before a packed house in the semifinals
of Wheeling Hospital OVAC Boys’
Basketball Championships.

Boosted by u 19-0 fourth-quarter run,
Coach Dave Tallman’s squad earned a berth
in Saturday’s Class 3A championship game
(12:30 p.m.} against Buckeye Trail. The
Warriors knocked off Monroe Central, 80-
59, in the other semifinal in Old Washington.
It will be the first time the schools will meet
on the boys’ basketball court, nccording to
Tailman.

River handed Magnolia (13-4) its first loss
of the season, 79-68, on Jun. 5 behind 40
points from Brett Price. Then, 10 days later,
the Pilots turned the trick again, 54-52, on
their home court. :

S0, what changed Tuesday night?

‘“The main difference was the man-to-man
{defense),”” Tallman said. '‘We knew we
couldn’t sit in the zone because (River)
shoots the ball too well.

“*Kyle Elliott did a great job on Price. We
just can’t say enough about him,”

Price finished with 12 points on 5 of 18

See, MAGNOLIA, Page B2
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Beallsville eliminated by B

By NICK BEDWAY
For The Times Leader

MCMECHEN -
Seeking a third victory this
season against scrappy
Beallsville, homestanding
Bishop Donahuve jumped in
front 11-0 but then had to
weather a familiar storm
Tuesday night inside the Fr.
Raymond Jablinske
Memorial Gymnasium.

Blue Devils’ senior
standout Terryn Jarrett
exploded for 32 points and
had Beallsville within two
possessions of a tie three
times in the fourth quarter
only to see the Bishops
hang on for the 73-66 vic-
tory in the semifinals of the
Wheeling Hospital/Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference
1A Division tournament.

The 1,000-point career
scorer for Beallsvilte hit for
28 in the previous visit to

@ St. C.

the Bishops’ home court,
but the Blue Devils also
wound up on the short end
of the score.

Last night, Jarrett hit on
five 3-point attempts and
scored 19 of his 32 points
during the second haif. He
was Beallsville’s only dou-
ble-figure scorer as its
record dropped back below
the .500 mark at 9-10,

Bishop Donahue’s nar-
row victory put Wise’s
youthful but talented squad
into"the conference small
school title game for the
third time in the last five
years. The Bishops split
back-to-back OVAC finals
appearances against
Bridgeport in 2009 and
2010.

On Saturday evening,
they will be matched up
against rangy Conotion
Valley in the championship
game.

The biggest play of the
night might have been
turned in by Bishops’ soph-
omore Jesse Padiow with
under two minutes on the
clock after two free throws
by Jarrett narrowed the
Blue Devils’ deficit to 66-
62.

Beallsville thought it
had slapped the ball away
from Padlow as he
advanced past half court.
However, the determined
Bishop point guard kept
hustling, got his hands on
the basketbal! and, in the
same motion, passed it
inside to Chaice Truex for
an easy shot off the glass.

“‘I thought we were
going to get a steal, but it
landed back in their hands
and they got a layup.” Blue
Devils’ coach Casey Tolzda
said.

Three other Bishops
reached double figures.

D

Miller enjoyed a double-
double with 15 points and
12 rebounds, while Padlow
added a dozen and Truex
scored 11 points, while also
yanking down eight
rebounds.

Lavonte Hampton came
off the Donahue bench to
contribute eight points and
also grabbed five rebounds.

Conotten Valley 82,
Paden City 41

BOWERSTON _
Brandon Bailey scored 19
points as Conotton Valley
defeated Paden City.

Zach Lyon and Brandon
Galisher each had 12 points
for the Rockets {(15-5),
while Brandon Rodin had
11.

Kennedy Cain paced the
Wildcats (11-7) with 14
peints and six rebounds,
while Zach Healsey fin-
ished with nine points and
six boards.

Continued from Page B1

gpecial, but I knew it wasn’t the last

“WE JUST ran Into one of the

playing one of the greatest games he’s

game here.
“TIt's tough to realize that we’ve
played our final game on this court,

but I'm glad to have done it with this -

group of guys,” he said in referring to
his group senior classmates.

With the win, state-ranked St.
Clairsville {(19-2) will meet No. 2
seeded Steubenville Saturday after-
noon at 3 p.m. for the title inside
Ohio University Eastern’s Health and
Physical Education Building. Big Red
prevented an all-Clifford final by
beating Harrison Central, 77-41.

Veteran St. Clairsville head coach
Kim Clifford had trouble keeping his
composure when asked what it meant
to watch this group of seniors play its
final gnme on John Jenkins Court.

“It’s tough,” he said, choking back
his emotions. “When you’ve got a
connection with a group of guys like
this, it goes deep. I've been with these
kids in this gym for four or five years
now,

“They’re a tight group,” he contin-
ued as the seniors posed for pictures
with Clifford’s wife, Penny, “It's a
family thing, It's tough, but it’s spe-
cial, as well,” '

Behind the silky-smooth
Monteroso, the Red Devils took con-
trol early and never looked back in
teaching, the championship game for
the third ‘straight season, They are 1-
1, winning last year over East
Liverpool.

Monteroso scored 17 points in the
first eight minutes as the hosts
grabbed a 22-11 advantage. He then
tacked on 14 more to account for all
but 20 of his team’s points in a 51-23
halftime margin.

“Dan came out focused tonight,”

greatest players I've ever
coached against, playing ons of
the greatest games he's ever
played.”
. - Jaff Sabatino
Marting Farry haad coach

Clifford noted, “We said ‘the standard
is a standard,” something that the
(Pittsburgh) Steelers use. We knew
they (Ferry) were a little short-hand-
ed, but we wanted to make sure we
came out and did what we had to do.”

In addition to Monteroso's game-
high effort, Jerrid Marhefka knocked
down a dozen lightings. Adam
Jeffries and Dylan Campbell evenly
split 14.

Martins Ferry (9-8), which played
with seniors Cody Schau and Tyler
Strama, was led by bullish junior
Robert Vargo. The 6-5 banger scored
21 points and yanked down a game-
high 16 rebounds. Freshman Emilio
Appolloni donated 10 points. Jake
Barritt added seven.

Monteroso also grabbed six
rebounds, as did Jny Gossett as both
teams landed 33. Monteroso ailso
added four assists, three blocked shots
and a pair of steals.

“I've never been prouder of a team
that got beat by 28 points,” veteran
Martins Ferry head coach Jeff
Sabatino admitted, “We played with
no seniors. We started two freshmen,
two sophomores and a junior, and for
the most part, I felt they played as
well as they were capable.

“We just ran into one of the great-
est players I’ve ever coached against,

ever played,” Sabatino said of
Monteroso. “That first half was unbe-
lievable. What we're we going to do?
We were in awe,

“Maybe we can get healed up a lit-
tle and get ready for the postseason,”
he added. “We get a pretty good play-
er back in Cody. I like where we are
sitting because these kids that played
tonight showed that they can play a
little.”

St. Clairsville only turned the ball
over five times, four of those coming
in the fourth quarter long after the
five senior starters — injured Riley
Carlton (ankle) checked in at the
quarter break — had taken their final
curtain call, which came a mere two
ticks into the fourth quarter. They
walked off the floor arm-in-orm to a
well-deserved standing ovation.

Martins Ferry travels to Cadiz
Friday night to meet Harrison Central
in the third-place game,

The Purple Riders avoided a sweep
by claiming a thrilling victory in the
TV game. They are now 10-6,

Varsi SCDI‘IHE:

MARTINS FERRY (48) — Vargo 9 34
21; Barritt 3 0-0 7; Appollonl 5 0-0 10;
Sears 2 0-0 &; A. Burress 10-2 1; Agnew 0
0-0 0; D. Schau 0 0-0 0; Edwards 0 0-0 0;
J. Burress 0 0-2 0; Barbour 1 0-0 2; Rine 0
1-2 1; J. Shane 0 0-1 0; Totals: 21-51 4-11,
ST. CLAIRSVILLE (76) — D. Monteroso
12 10-12 37, Jelirlea 3 0-0 7; Glfiin 1 0-0 2;
Marhefka 5 0-0 12; Campbell 2 1-2 7;
Coleman 0 0-0 0; Burghy 0 G-0 0; Derosa 0

0-0 0; Kaylor 1 4-4 6; Gossett 0 0-0 0; |

Catrlton 0 0-0 0; Hothem 0 0-0 O; Trouten 1
0-0 2; M. Monteroso 0 1-2 1; Panspucd 1
0-0 2; Totals: 26-51 16-20.

Three-Point Goals: Martins Ferry 2
(Barritt, Saara; St. Clairsville 8 (D.
Manteroso 3, Marhefka 2, Campbell 2,
Jeffries)

North can be reached at

knorth@timesleaderonline.com

® Steubenville

Continued from Page B1

A Kalub Mitchell basket
made the score 15-7 after
the first eight minutes, but
the tone was set by Big
Red’s defense getting the
home squad out in transi-
tion. Periogn West scored
seven in the opening stanza
to match Harrison Central’s
team.

“That’s the key,” suid
Haney. “That’s why we like
to put a lot of pressure on
teams. We try to get
turnovers and get the game
up tempo.

*That’s the type of tempo
we like, and we were able
te do that tonight.”

Things went from bad to
worse in the second quarter

for Harrison Central. With
Big Red up 28-14, and
4:12 left in the haif,
Steubenville went on a 12-
2 run to lead 40-16 at inter-
mission. West and Mylik
Young each scored six in
the quarter with Tajuan
Lawson adding five.

Steubenville cruised the
rest of the way as the
benches for both teams
entered -the contest late in
the third quarter.

Four double-digit scorers
paved the way offensively
for Big Red led by West's
20 points. Young added 15
with Lawson and Brandon
Herring-Hill each deliver-
ing 16,

“We had four guys scor-
ing,” said Haney, “That’s
what we like, that kind of
balanced scoring. I thought
Mylik made a lot of big
plays defensively.

“Tajuan Lawson did a
great job defensively trying
to hold {Fletcher) Watt.
He's one of their best scor-
ers.” )

Kowalski scored 12 to
take top honors for
Harrison. Watt, who scored
seven points, gave the
Huskies a reason to cele-
brate when he reached
1,000 career points during
the third quarter.

“He’'s got our program
back on track,” said
Clifford. “We had a couple
of down years there, and
he's been a big reason for
that improvernent.

“Him and those other

That game tips off at 3
p.m. Saturday at Ohio
University Eastern.

*“At the beginning of the
year we have some goals,
and that’s one of the goals,
to always get in the top
four,” said Haney of the
OVAC tournnment. “We’d
like to have a home game,
like we did coming in sec-
ond, and to make it in the
championship.

“We want to come home
with the championship,
too.”

Harrison Central hosts
Martins Ferry Friday.

HARRISON CENTRAL (41}
-- K. Mitchall 1 0-0 2, Kowalski
4 2-2 12, Yoho 2 3-3 8, B,
Mitchell G 0-0 0, Rutter 0 0-0 0,
Waltt 3 0-0 7, Redish 0 0-2 0,
Evans 0 0-0 0, Johnson 0 0-0
0, R. Mitchsll 1 0-3 2, Olmstead
0 2-2 2, Pelegrean 3 0-0 6,
Mizer 1 0-0 2. Totals: 15 7-12.

® Magnolia

Continued from Page B1

shooting from the field.

Two of Price’s points capped a 7-0 run that gave River
a 15-12 lend after one quarter. From that point, the two
teams were tied twice before Magoolin went up 27-22
with Mark Winters on the bench in foul trouble. The
Wheeling Jesuit recruit finished with 19 points.

Matt Marconi's layup pulled the Pilots to with five at
45-40 at the start of period. But from there, Magnolia
went on the game-clinching run and led 64-40 with a little
moie than two minutes remaining.

A Winters' hook started the run. Zoch Willhoite, who
finished with a game-high 22 points, converted a 3-point
play.

Then, freshman Preston Boswell drained a pair of 3s
from both sides of the court. He finished with 18 points.

All told, the Blue Eagles shot 83 percent from the field
during the quarter, compared to River’s 3 of 17 (17 per-
cent) showing.

““We just couldn’t put a shot in,”’ River coach Mark
Romick said. '*When the heat turns vp like that you have
to be patient and we didn’t do that and (the score) was the
result.

‘“We got to the fourth quarter and we became impatient.
The past two games (against Magnolia) we maintained
that patience the whole game.

‘““We shot a lot better that Iast two times (against
Magnolia). Then, we hit those shots. (Tuesday), we could-
n’t hit them.””

Cody Caldwell joined Price with 12 points. Marconi

finished with 10.

RIVER (45) -- Marconi 3-7 2-2 10; J.Indermuhia 4-8 1-2 8;
Caldwell 5-16 0-0 12; Price 5-18 1-2 12; Eggleston 0-0 0-0 0; Isaly
0-1 2-2 2; Diarkes 0-1 0-0 0; Brown Q-2 0-0 0. Totals 17-55 6-8.
MAGNOLIA (72) — Boswell 5-8 4-5 18; Elliott 1-3 0-0 2; Rogalskl
2-6 0-2 4; Ma.Winters 7-15 3-8 19; Willhoite 9-12 4-5 22;

Brookover Q-0 0-0 0; Emch 0-0 0-0 0; Mik.Winters 0-0 0-0 0;
Campbell 2-5 34 8; Mit.Winters 0-0 0-0 0; Ritz 0-0 0-0 0; Shimp
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 26-48 13-20.

Three-Point Goals: River 5 (Marconl 2, Caldwell 2, Price);
Magnolia 4 (Boswell 2, Ma.Winters, Campbell).

. Photo Provided
BUCKEYE TRAIL'S Jash Toland (32) soars ahove a
Monroe Cantral defender Tuesday night In Old
Washington.

® Monroe
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said Trail head coach Rod Gray. *“We shot it well tonight,
which we’re capable of when we're patient. I thought we
executed well from the outset. It feels good to be moving
onto Saturday.” :

The Warriors, who are now 13-6, will meet Magnolia,
which ensily dispatched River to the consolation round in
the other Class 3A semifinal.

“Trail looked like the team that has a win against
Cambridge this season,” Tolzda said. “If they shoot and
play like they did tonight, with their quickness, I think
they’ll have a chance against Magnolia.”

Trail owned a 17-13 lead after one, but the Seminoles
got hot in the second. They actually started the third on a
17-7 spurt to build a 30-24 lead.

Then it became the Toland and Roe show. The duo
scored 17 in the second and a late 13-4 run allowed the
Warriors to maintain their four-point cushion at the break.

“We've got pretty decent quickness, but we couldn’t
contain them on the bounce tonight,” Tolzda said. “They
were just flying by us. We tried to change defenses a little
bit, but they just kept going by us.”

The lead was still four a few minutes in the fourth quar-
ter before Beaver dialed in a triple, Toland converted a
conventional 3-point play and eventually the {ead had
swelled to 14, 54-40,

Monroe only got as close as 11 the rest of the way.

“I know the score looks ugly, but this was a battle for
the most part,” Tolzda said. “Our kids played hard as they
have all season and we’ve got a tough road to hoe coming

n

up.




® St. C.
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special, but I knew it wasn’t the last
game here.

“It’s tough to realize that we’ve
played our final game on this court,
but I'm glad to have done it with this
group of guys,” he said in referring to
his group senior classmates.

With the win, state-ranked St.
Clairsville {19-2) will meet No. 2
seeded Steubenville Saturday after-
noon at 3 p.m. for the title inside
Ohio University Eastern’s Health and
Physical Education Building. Big Red
prevented an all-Clifford final by
beating Harrison Central, 77-41.

Veteran St. Clairsville head coach
Kim Clifford had trouble keeping his
composure when asked what 1t meant
to watch this group of seniors play its
final game on John Jenkins Court.

“It’s tough,” he said, choking back
his emotions. “When you’ve got a
connection with a group of guys like
this, it goes deep. I've been with these
kids in this gym for four or {ive years
now.

“They’re a tight group,” he contin-
ued as the seniors posed for pictures
with Clifford’s wife, Penny. “It’s a
family thing. It’s tough, but it’s spe-
cial, as well.”

Behind the silky-smooth
Monteroso, the Red Devils took con-
trol early and never looked back in
reaching the championship game for
the third straight season. They are 1-
1, winning last year over East
Liverpool.

Monteroso scored 17 points in the
first eight minutes as the hosts
grabbed a 22-11 advantage. He then
tacked on 14 more to account for all
but 20 of his team’s points ina 51-25
halftime margin.

“Dan came out focused lonight,”

"WE JUST ran into one of the
greatest players I've ever
coached against, playing one of
the greatest games he's ever
played.”
- Jaff Sabatino
Martins Ferry head coach
R

Clifford noted. “We said ‘the standard
is a standard,’” something that the
(Pittsburgh) Steelers use. We knew
they {Ferry) were a little shott-hand-
ed, but we wanted to make sure we
came out and did what we had to do.”

In addition to Monteroso’s game-
high effort, Jerrid Marhefka knocked
down a dozen lightings. Adam
Jeffries and Dylan Campbell evenly
split 14,

Martins Ferry (9-8), which played
with seniors Cody Schau and Tyler
Strama, was led by bullish junior
Robert Vargo. The 6-5 banger scored
21 points and yanked down a game-
high 16 rebounds. Freshman Emilio
Appolloni donated 10 points. Jake
Barritt added seven.

Monteroso also grabbed six
rebounds, as did Jay Gossett as both
teams landed 33. Monteroso also
ndded four assists, three blocked shots
and u pair of steals.

“T've never been prouder of a team
that got beat by 28 points,” veteran
Martins Ferry head coach Jeff
Sabatino admitted. *We played with
no seniors. We started two freshmen,
two sophomores and a junior, and for
the most part, I felt they played as
well ns they were capable,

“We just ran into one of the great-
est players I've ever coached against,

playing one of the greatest games he’s
ever played,” Sabatino said of
Monteroso. “That first half was unbe-
lievable. What we're we going to do?
We were in awe.

“Maybe we can get healed up a lit-
tle and get ready for the postseason,”
he added. “We get a pretty good play-
er back in Cody. I like where we are
sitting because these kids that played
tonight showed that they can play a
little.”

St. Clairsville only turned the ball
over five times, four of those coming
in the fourth quarter long after the
five senior starters — injured Riley
Carlton (ankle) checked in at the
quarter break — had taken their final
curtain call, which came a mere two
ticks into the fourth quarter. They
walked off the fioor arm-in-arm to a
well-deserved standing ovation.

Martins Ferry travels to Cadiz
Friday night to meet Harrison Central
in the third-place game.

The Purple Riders avoided a sweep
by claiming a thrilling victory in the
JV game, They are now 10-6.

Varsi scoring:

MARTINS FERRY (48) — Vargo 9 3-4
21; Barritt 3 0-0 7; Appollonl 5 0-0 10;
Sears 2 0-0 5; A. Burress 1 0-2 1; Agnew 0
0-0 0; D. Schau 0 0-0 0: Edwards 0 0-0 o;
J. Burress 0 0-2 0; Barbour 1 0-0 2; Ring 0
1-2 1; J. Shane 0 0-1 0; Totals: 21-51 4-11.
ST. CLAIRSVILLE (76) — D. Monteroso
12 10-12 37, Jefiries 3 0-0 7; Giffin 1 Q-0 2;
Marhefka 5 0-0 12; Campbsll 2 1-2 7;
Colaman 0 0-0 0; Burghy 0 0-0 0; Derosa 0
0-0 0; Keylor 1 4-4 6; Gossett 0 0-0 0;
Carlton 0 0-0 0; Hothem 0 0-0 O; Trouten 1
0-0 2; M. Monteroso 0 1-2 1; Panepuccl 1
0-0 2; Totals: 26-51 16-20.

Thres-Point Goals: Martins Ferry 2
{Barritt, Sears); St. Clalrsville 8 (D.
Maonteroso 3, Marhetka 2, Campbell 2,
Jeffries)

North can be reached at
knorth@timesleaderonline.com

@® Steubenville
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A Kalub Mitchell basket
made the score 15-7 after
the first eight minutes, but
the tone was set by Big
Red’'s defense getting the
home squad out in transi-
tion. Periogn West scored
seven in the opening stanza
to match Harrison Central’s

4:12

mission,

team.

“That’s the key,” said
Haney. “That’s why we like
to put a lot of pressure on
teams. We try to get
turnovers and get the game
up tempo.

“That’s the type of tempo
we like, and we were able
to do that tonight,”

Things went from bad to
worse in the second quarter
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for Harrison Central. With
Big Red up 28-14, and
left in the half,
Steubenville went on a 12-
2 run to lead 40-16 at inter-

Young each scored six in
the quarter with Tajuan
Lawson adding five.
Steubenville cruised the
rest of the way as the

entered the contest late in
the third quarter.

Four double-digit scorers
paved the way offensively
for Big Red led by West’s
20 points. Young added 15
with Lawson and Brandon
Herring-Hill each deliver-

SPECIAL OF THE DAY!

West and Mylik plays defensively.

ers"!
for both teams
take

the third guarter,

back  on

that improvement.

two seniors
Mitchell and

Pelegreen) are the reason
we got to play in this

game,”

76-48

semifinal game.
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“We had four guys scor-
ing,” said Haney. “That’s
what we like, that kind of
balanced scoring. I thought
Mylik made a lot of big

“Tajuan Lawson did a
great job defensively trying
to hold (Fletcher) Watt,
He’s one of their best scor-

Kowalski scored 12 to
top honots
Harrison. Watt, who scored
seven points, gave the
Huskies a reason to cele-
brate when he reached
1,000 career points during

“He’s got our program
track,”
Clifford. “We had a couple
of down years there, and
he’s been a big reason for

“Him and those other
{Rashaen

Awaiting Big Red in the
title game is St. Clairsville,
winners
Martins Ferry in the other

That game tips off at 3
p.m. Saturday at Ohic
University Eastern.

“At the beginning of the
year we have some goals,
and that’s one of the goals,
to always get in the top
four,” said Haney of the
OVAC tournament. “We’d
like to have a home game,
like we did coming in sec-
ond, and to make it in the
championship,

“We want to come home
with the championship,
too.”

Harrison Central hosts
Martins Ferry Friday.

for

HARRISON CENTRAL (41)
-- K. Mitchell 1 0-0 2, Kowalski
4 2-2 12, Yoho 2 3-3 8, B.
Mitchell 0 0-0 0, Rutter 0 0-0 0,
Walt 3 0-0 7, Redish 0 0-2 Q,
Evans 0 0-0 0, Johnson 0 0-0
0, R. Mitchell 1 0-3 2, Olmstead
0 2-2 2, Polagreen 3 0-0 6,
Mizer 1 0-0 2. Totals: 15 7-12.
STEUBENVILLE (71) -- West 8
1-2 20, Linn @ 2-2 2, Herring-
Hiil 5 0-1 10, Bailsy 0 0-0
Lawson 5 1-2 13, Hemington O
0-0 0, Young 5 5-8 15, Sterli
20-2 4, Redman 3 1-1 7, Smit
1 0-0 2, Perdua 2 0-0 4.
TOTALS: 31 10-18 77.

Thres-Point Goals: Harrison
Central 4 (Kowalski 2, Watt,
Yoho); Steubenville 5 (West 3,
Lawson 2).
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RIVER (45) -- Marconi 3-7 2-2 10; J.Indemmuhle 4-9 1-2
Caldwell 5-16 0-0 12; Price 5-18 1-2 12; Eggleston 0-0 0-0 0; Isaiy
0-1 2-2 2; Dierkss 0-1 0-0 0; Brown 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 17 55 6
MAGNOLIA (72) - Boswell 5-9 4-5 18; Elllott 1-3 0-0 2 ogalskl
2-6 0-2 4; Ma.Winters 7-15 3-6 19; Willhoite 9-1
Erookover 0-0 0-0 0; Emch 0-0 0-0 0 Mik. Wintars 0-0 0-0 O;
Campbell 2-5 3-4 B; Mit. Wintaers 0-0 0- o 0; Ritz 0-0 0-0 O; Shlmp
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 26-48 13-20.

Three-Paint Goals: River 5 (Marconl 2, Caldwell 2, Price);
Magnolia 4 (Boswsll 2, Ma.Winters, Campball).

E

_ Photo Providad
BUCKEYE TRAIL'S Josh Toland (32) soars above a
Monroe Central defender Tuesday night in Old
Washington,

® Monroe

Continued from Page B1

said Trail head coach Rod Gray. “We shot it well tonight,
which we’re capable of when we’re patient. I thought we
executed well from the outset It feels good to be moving
onto Saturday.”

The Wurriors, who are now 13-6, will meet Magnolia,
which easily dispatched River to the consolation round in
the other Class 3A semifinal.

“Trail looked like the team that has a win against
Combridge this season,” Tolzda said. “If they shoot and
play like they did tonight, with their quickness, I think
they’il have a chance against Magnolia,”

Trail owned a 17-13 lead after one, but the Seminoles
got hot in the second. They actually started the third on a
17-7 spurt to build a 30-24 lead.

Then it became the Toland and Roe show. The duo
scored 17 in the second and a late 13-4 run allowed the
Warriors to maintain their four-point cushion at the break,

“We've got pretty decent quickness, but we couldn’t
contain them on the bounce tonight,”” Tolzda said. “They
were just flying by us. We tried to change defenses a little
bit, but they just kept going by us.”

The lead was still four a few minutes in the fourth quar-
ter before Beaver dialed in a triple, Toland converted a
conventional 3-point play and eventually the lead had
swelled to 14, 54-40.

Monroe only got as close as 11 the rest of the way.

“T know the score looks ugly, but this was a battle for
the most part,” Telzda said. “Our kids played hard as they
have all season and we've got a tough road to hoe coming
.up.h

Cameron Jorris led the Seminoles with 15 points.
Korey Lafferre added 14 points and eight rebounds.

The Seminoles will trek to River on Friday for the con-
solation game in Class 3A.

Monroe Central managed a split, however, since its
reserve squad posted a 61-50 victory in the prelim.

Varsi sconﬁg

MONRDE CENTRAL (59) — C. Jorris 5, 3-3 15; Antill 5, 0-0
10, Lafferre 5, 4-5 14; Brown 2, 0-0 4; Gullero 000 Kuhns 0-1
6; Z Jorris 2, '0-0 g; Burkhart 0,00 0; Duffy 1, 0-0 2; Hill 0, 0-0 0;
Logston Q, 0-0 0; Schuerman 0, 0-0 0; Yontz 0, 0-0 0; Alleman 1,
0-0 2; Tolals: 24, 7-9 59, BUCKEYE TRAIL (80) — Roe 7, 7-8 22;
Tofand 10, 3-3 23; Beaver 5, 0-2 12; T. Starr 3, 3-4 11; Gray 3, 1-
2 7, Evans 1, 0-0 2; Doudna 0, 0-0 0; Lashley 0, 0-0 0; Douglas 0,
1-2 1; Warden 0, 0-0 0; Cutllp 0, 0-0 0; Totals; 29, 12-18 80.

Three-Point Goals: MC — ©. Jorrds {2), Z. Jorris (2). BT —
Rose, Beaver (3), Starr (2).

Staskey can be reached at sstaskey@timesleader-

online.com

Chris Hasinger

Financin] Advisor

2601 Main Stroat, Bulle 700
Whooling, WV 26002
304-232.2050 * £00-545-0480
Cliris bnsipger@windvisors.com
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