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• Wheeling Hospital OVAC Girls Basketball Championships 

Tigers 
capture 
2A title 
By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Editor 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - The Shadyside Lady Tigers 
never forgot the feeling they experienced last year in the 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC Girls Basketball 
Championship. 

With seniors Karli Bonar, Hayley Helenka and 
Kristen Fijalkowski leading the way, Shadyside made 
sure they dido 't have to experience it again. 

Leading basically wire-to-wire, the Lady Tigers put 
an impressive finishing touch on their regular season by 
winning the Class 2A title, 5 3-44, over top-seeded 
Wheeling Central Saturday morning at the Health and 
Physical Education Center on the campus of Ohio 
University Eastern. 

The win gave Shadyside a 2-1 edge in the season 
series against the Lady Maroon Knights and also 

See, TIGERS, Page C2 

H Photo/KIM NORTH 
SENIOR CHAMPS. Shadyslde's seniors proudly display the Wheeling Hospital OVAC Girls Basketball 
Championships Class 2A trophy after the Tigers defeated Wheeling Central Saturday morning. They are, 
from left, Kristen Fijalkowskl, Haykey Holenka, Dana Jackson, Karli Bonar and Lauren May. Additional 
images can be found at cu.tlmesleaderonline.com 

H Photo/MIKE PALMER 
MARTINS FERRY'S Jessica Kinney (20) drives past a 
Steubenville defender to the basket Saturday night. 
Looking on is the Purple Riders' Shaina Oberdick (23). 
Additional images can be found at cu; timesleader­
online.com 

Bower propels 
Rockets past 
St. John Central 
By SETH $TASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Edfor 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - St. John Central and Conotton 
Valley didn't play during the regular campaign Ibis season. 

They did, however, play in 2011-12 and Lady Irish h~ad 
coach Bubba Kapral remembered a then lanky freshman, 
Olivia Bower, doing significant damage for the Lady Rockets. 

The long-time Lady Irish head coach is certainly going to 
remember Bower for an even longer time this season. 

ThP h-1 cwina nl~\/Pr ~nrl hl'lr T <1rl11 0,..,..1,,.,t,,, *""-...... ..... 

Late cold spell, 
turnovers doom 
Ferry in setback 
By KIM NORTH 
limes Leader Sports Wrtter 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Leading by five with just under 
three minutes to play, it appeared as though Martins Ferry 
was about to pick up its second Wheeling Hospital OV AC 
Girls' Basketball Championship. 

However, as red-hot as the Purple Riders have been of 
lnte, they suddenly went ice-cold from the floor and turned 
the ball over on three straight possessions as top-seeded 
Steubenville ended the Class 4-A title tilt on a 14-0 run for 
a 45-36 victory inside Ohio University Eastern's Health 
and Physicnl Education Building. 

''That's the game of basketball," first-year Martins Ferry 
head coach Lindsay Coyne allowed. ''They were No. I and 
they bit a big, big three. Then they bit a jumper in the lane 
and we came down and bad a few turnovers. 

"But the girls were still listening to me and executing the 
offense," she continued. "Some times the ball just won't 
drop for you." 

Big Red's .late-game run was ignited by Taylor Young's 
bonus bomb that made it 36-34 in favor of the Purple 
Riders with 2:41 to go. The next 11 Steubenville points 
came from tbe free throw stripe, including two by Mytia 
Barker that deadlocked the game at 36. 

Abby Taylor's two charity tosses with I :48 remaining 
See, FERRY, Page C2 

ST.JOHN 
Central's 
Kristen Russell 
eyes the basket 
during Saturday 
night's Class 1 A 
game.Addition­
al images can 
be found at 
cu. timeslead­
eronlfne.com 

T•L Photo/MIKE PALMER 
RIVER'S EMILE Weaver (20) and 
Fort Frye's Brooke Borich (14) battle 
for a rebound during Saturday's Class 
2A game. Additional Images can be 
found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 

Fort Frye 
defends 
3A crown 
By KIM NORTH 
limes Leader Sports Writer 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - River just 
couldn't get into the flow Saturday after­
noon. 

As a result, the top-seeded Pilots 
dropped a 46-22 decision to Fort Frye in 
the Wheeling Hospital OV AC Girls' 
Basketball Championships Class 3-A title 
game inside Ohio University Eastern's 
Health and Physicnl Education Building. 

Fnlling behind 13-2 after one quarter, 
River (16-6) would never .mount any 
type of offense as the No. 2 Cadets (19-
3) turned un their defense • 



By SETH $TASKEY 
llmes Leader Sports Editor 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - The Shadyside Lady Tigers 
never forgot the feeling they experienced last year in the 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC Girls Basketball 
Championship. 

With seniors Karli Bonar, Hayley Holenka and 
Kristen Fijalkowski leading the way, Shadyside made 
sure they didn't have to experience it again. 

_____, Leading basically wire-to-wire, the Lady Tigers put 
an impressive finishing touch on their regular season by 
winning the Class 2A title, 53-44, over top-seeded 
Wbeeling Central Saturday morning at the Health and 
Physical Education Center on the campus of Ohio 
University Eastern. 

The win gave Shadyside u 2-1 edge in the season 
series against the Lady Maroon Knights and also 
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SENIOR CHAMPS. Shadyside's seniors proudly display the Wheeling Hospital OVAC Girls Basketball 
Championships Class 2A trophy after the Tigers defeated Wheeling Central Saturday morning. They are, 
from left, Kristen Fijalkowski, Haykey Helenka, Dana Jackson, Karil Bonar and Lauren May. Add1tlonal 
images can be found at cu.times/eaderonline.com 

T-L PhotOIMIKE PALMER 
MARTINS FERRY'S Jessica Kinney (20) drives past a 
Steubenville defender to the basket Saturday night. 
Looking on is the Purple Riders' Shaina Oberdick (23). 
Additional images can be found at cu. tlmesleader­
on/lne.com 

Bower propels 
Rockets past 
St. John Central 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Edfor 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - St. John Central and Conotton 
Valley didn't play during the regular campaign this season. 

They did, however, play in 2011-12 and Lady Irish head 
coach Bubba Kapral remembered a then lanky freshman, 
Olivia Bower, doing significant damage for the Lady Rockets. 

The long-time Lady Irish head coach is certainly going to 
remember Bower for an even longer time this season. 

The 6-1 swing player and her Lady Rockets' teammates 
proved to be too much as they seized the Wbeeling Hospital­
OV AC Class I A title with a convincing 50-26 victory in 

See, BOWER, Page C3 

Late cold spell, 
turnovers doom 
Ferry in setback 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ST. CLAlRSVrLLE - Leading by five with just under 
three minutes to play, it appeared as though Martins Ferry 
was about to pick up its second Wheeling Hospital OV AC 
Girls' Basketball Championship. 

However, as red-hot as the Purple Riders have been of 
late, they suddenly went ice-cold from the floor and turned 
the ball over on three straight possessions as top-seeded 
Steubenville ended the Class 4-A title tilt on a 14-0 run for 
a 45-36 victory inside Ohio University Eastern's Health 
and Physical Education Building. 

"That's the game of basketball," first-year Martins Ferry 
head coach Lindsay Coyne allowed. "They were No. I and 
they hit a big, big three. Then they hit a jumper in the lane 
and we came down and had a few turnovers. 

"But the girls were still listening to me and executing the 
offense," she continued. "Some times the bail just won't 
drop for you." 

Big Red's late-game run was ignited by Taylor Young's 
bonus bomb that made it 36-34 in favor of the Purple 
Riders with 2:41 to go. The next 11 Steubenville points 
came from the free throw stripe, including two by Mytia 
Barker that deadlocked the game at 36. 

Abby Taylor's two charity tosses with I :48 remaining 
See, FERRY, Page C2 

ST. JOHN 
Central's 
Kristen Russell 
eyes the basket 
during Saturday 
night's Class 1 A 
game.Addition­
al images can 
be found at 
cu.timeslead­
eronline.com 
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St. C.'s Eaton wins 
100 free at sectional 
By Staff Reports 

St. Clairsvilie's Michael Eaton 
fashioned a first place performance 
in his specialty - the I 00-yard 
freestyle - during Saturday's 
OHSAA Eastern District Sectional 
Swimming competition contested at 
Steubenville High's aquatic facility. 

Eaton posted a 5 0. I I finals time 
to nip runnerup Jesse Toney of 
Dover. As a result, the Red Devils' 
veteran automatically advances to 
district action next weekend. 
Remainder of district qualifiers was 
to be determined by times posted 
Saturday and were scheduled to be 
made official today. A complete dis-

I 

trict preview will be featured in this 
week's Times Leader. 

Eaton produced a runner-up effort 
in the I 00-yard breaststroke, clock­
ing in at I :00.41 to finish just short 
of Dover's Jake Armstrong whose 
victorious winning time was 
1:00.16. 

Barnesville's Christopher Baker 
produced a pair of second place 
efforts. The Shamrocks' senior 
clocked in at 5: 11.23 in the 500-
yard freestyle and hit the wail in 
2: I 0.0 I in the 200-yard individual 
medley. Baker was runnerup to 
River View's Coleston Pope in both 
events. 

See, EATON, Page C3 
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T·L Photo/MIKE PALMER 
RIVER'S EMILE Weaver (20) and 
Fort Frye's Brooke Borich (14) battle 
for a rebound during Saturday's Class 
2A game. Additional images can be 
found at cu. timesleaderonline.com 

Fort Frye 
defends 
3A crown 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - River just 
couldn't get into the now Saturday after­
noon. 

As a result, the top-seeded Pilots 
dropped a 46-22 decision to Fort Frye in 
the Wheeling Hospital OV I\C Girls' 
Basketball Championships Class 3-A title 
game inside Ohio University Eastcrn's 
Health and Physical Education Building. 

Falling behind 13-2 after one quarter, 
River ( 16-6) would never mount any 
type of offense as the No. 2 Cadets ( 19-
3) turned up their defense. 

"Fort Frye is a good basketball team," 
River head coach Rick lsaiy said during 
the post-game press conference. "They're 

See, FORT, Page C2 
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CLAIRSVILLE'$ 
Michael Eaton 
swims in the 100-
yard freestyle 
Saturday in • 
Steubenville. 
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SPORTS 

RIGHT: 
Shadyslde's 

Kristen Fijalkowski 
(13) grabs a 

rebound Saturday 
morning as team• 
mate Karlin Bonar 

looks on. 

BOTTOM: Hayley 
Helenka drives to 
the basket for two 
of her game-high 

21 points. 
Additional Images 

can be found at 
cu.tlmesleaderonlin 

e.com 
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• Tigers 
Continued from Page C1 

avenged last season's loss when the Lady Tigers were 
the top seed. 

"Winning the OV AC is always special, but we had 
such a bitter feeling last year that this is especially nice," 
snid Shadyside head coach Tina Yates, "We wanted to get 
the feeling back from two yeurs ago and these kids invest­
ed countless hours to make it happen." 

The Lady Tigers, who will next see action in Division 
IV sectional play Saturday against Caldwell, got out of 
the gates quickly, which basically set the tone for the 
game as the Lady Maroon Knights (17-4) could never get 
untracked in the first half. 

"I thought the difference was our defense," Yates said. 
·"It was just a total team effort. We worked hard to stop 
(Emily) Bucon and (Colleen) McConnick and every girl 
contributed in stopping them." 

The aforementioned Lady Tiger leaders - Bonar and 
Holenka i- combined for 37 points, while the Knights' 
lethal duo was held to just 15 and McConnick scored 11 
of those. 

"Shadyside did a good job of clogging up the middle, 
taking away driving lanes and just completely took away 

, Colleen in the first half," said Central head coach Penn 
Kurtz. "P)us, we couldn't make a shot. It just felt like we 
were a sq,p slower than Shadyside for most of the first 
half." 

Toe Lady Tigers owned a 20-10 lead ai the intermls· 
slon after holding Central to just one Delaney Denniston 
bonus basket in the second quarter. 

"I can't remember a game when we've ever had just 1.0 
points at palftime," Kurtz lamented, "We couldn't get the 
ball to go: through the hoop. Shadyside Is a great team and 
deserved ~o win. Look at how many of the teams out here 
(Saturdal".) that they've played and beaten." • 

Holenl,a had the hot hand in the first half as Central did 
all it cou'ld to bottle up Bonar, who is Ohio's all-time 
leading 3fpoint shooter; Helenka scored 11 of her points 
in the first 16 minutes. 

"I thoqght our whole offense was good," Yates said. 
''The girlJ played very unselfishly. They were patient and 
found th]open girl." 

That c ntinued in the second half as the LTs were able 
to fend ff several mini spurts by the Lady Knights. 
Central trailed by nine after three chapters and couldn't 
get much Jc.loser thanks to a 13-of-20 effort at the line. 

Bonar nit three bonus baskets in the game and now has 
335 in hclr career, She also passed out five assists as soph­
omore Kenzie Fielding and junior Toni Andes got going 
in the second .half. Andes scored all seven of her points in 
the second half and Fielding finished with six points and 
four boards. 

Senior Kristen Fijalkowski also had a workmanlike 
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performance, She had only two free throws, but she made 
countless winning plays that won't appear in the boxs­
core, including a team-high six rebounds. 

McCormick and Denniston had 11 and IO points, 
respectively to lead the Knights. Lindsey Baker con­
tributed eight before fouling out. 

Stas key can be reached at 
sstaskey@tilhesleaderonline.com 

• Ferry--------
conunued from Page C1 

gave Big Red the 
lead for good. Emiley 
Masloski, Barker and 
Lysnih Rice all tickled 
the twine twice in the 
waning moments. 

"We do a drill at the 
end of practice every 
day that's called the 
28-point drill where we 
see how many baskets 
we cun score in four 
minutes," Steubenville 
head coach Phil 
Casinelli explained. "I 
told the girls that we 
had four minutes to go. 
We've scored ns many 
as 100 points in four 
minutes in practke, 
and I think that helped 
us today. 

"I told them to keep '· 
playing solid defense 
and the shots would 
start to fall eventually," 
Casinelli said, T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER 

The defensive pres- MARTINS FERRY'S Meghan 
sure forced the Purple Rose is fouled while driving to 
Riders mto six fourt_h· the basket Saturday night 
quarter turnovers, whtle against Steubenville. 
the shots. even from the Additional images can be 
foul hne, started to found at cu, timesleader· 
drop. /' 

· Despite the loss, on_m_e_._c_om ______ _ 
Coyne was quick to 
praise the effort of her third-seeded squad. 

. "I am very, very proud of these girls. There's no reason 
for them to hang their heads because they gave a great 
fight. I couldn't be any more proud of them. Yes, we 
might have lost on the scoreboard, but you girls are win­
ners because you play hard, and that's a conch's dream. 

"You got here," she continued. "It's been four years, 
but you girls got here." 

Senior standout Jessica Kinney scored 25 points to lead 
all scorers in the game. Only one other player scored 
more than two points. 

"Jess is a special player, and maybe we tried to go to 
her too many times there nt the end," Coyne admitted. 
"But she's our go-to player." 

Masloski had a team-best dozen lightings for 
Steubenville. Rice, a freshman who came off the bench, 
added 11 and drew high prnise from her head coach. 

"Lysnih really gave us a lift early," he recalled. "When 
Emiley (Masloski) went down with n knee injury earlier 
this season, Lysnih's minutes really picked up and she has 
improved as the season has progressed." 

Martins Ferry held a 29-25 edge off the boards as 
Kinney, Shaina Oberdick and Tyrah King all finished 
with five each. Barker led Big Red with nine caroms. Rice 
chipped in seven and also charted three steals and a pair 
of blocked shots. 

The Purple Riders, who are idle until next Saturday 
when sectional tournament action begins, turned the ball 
over 1 7 times, two more than Big Red. 

North can be reached at knorrh@timesleader­
online.com 

e Fort 
Continued from Page C1 

sound defensively nnd 
they're good on the offen­
sive end. 

"You have to play your 
'A' game when you play 
this team if you're going to 
beat them, and we didn't 
play our 'A' game today." 

No. 23 Pitt rallies past No. 17 UC 
' . 

Fort Frye, which defend­
ed its title from 2012, 
jumped out to a quick 6-0 
lead on back-to-back treys 
by Morgan Liedtke and 
Taylor Buchanan and never 
looked back. 

veteran Fort Frye head 
coach Dnn Liedtke said. 
"We tried to press some 
there in the second quarter 
and Ibey were getting 
through us. We decided nt 
halftime that we were going 
to go back to our basic half­
court, solid defense. That's 
what we work on every day 
in practice. 

''That's one of our goals 
is to keep the other team 
from scoring as much as 
possible," Liedtke added. 
"So, even if we 're not hav­
ing a good shooting day, 
we can stiil be in the game 
because of our defense." 

CINCINNATI (AP) -
Tray Woodall scored 14 
points and led a late surge 
that sent No. 23 Pittsburgh 
to a 62-52 victory over No. 
17 Cincinnati on Saturday, 
keeping the momentum 
going for one of the Big 
East's hottest teams. 

The Panthers (20-5, 8-4) 
lave won seven of their last 
eight games overall and 
four of their last five on the 
road. They beat No. 6 
Syracuse 65-55 a week 
ago, vaulting them into the 
Top 25. 

Woodall hit a pair of free 
throws and a 3-pointer dur­
ing a 7-0 run that put Pitt 

ahead to stay with 3:21 
left. The conference's 
stingiest defense held 
Cincinnati (18-6, 6-5) 
without a field goal over 
the fmal 9 minutes, 21 sec­
onds, • 

The Bearcats managed 
only seven free throws dur­
ing that stretch, Sean 
Kilpatrick led· Cincinnati 
with 16 points, but had 
only one free throw in the 
second half, when he 
missed all seven shots from 
the field. He came into the 
game averaging 18. 3 
points, third-best in the Big 
East 

Cincinnati missed its last 

14 shots and made only 
30.8 percent from the field, 
a season low. 

The Bearcats were com­
ing off a 54-50 loss at 
Providence on Wednesday 
night that ended when 
Kilpatrick lost his dribble at 
mldcourt while Cincinnati 
set up for a final shot. 

Both teams rely on their 
depth, using IO players reg­
ularly. 

Cincinnati's depth on the 
frontline was tested by an 
injury and foul trouble. 
Forward Justin Jackson 
played only 7 minutes 
before leaving with an 
injury. He came out at half­
time and tried to shoot and 
shuffled his feet, but 
favored his left leg and 
quickly gave up. 

Center Cheikh Mbodj 

fourth foul at the 16:25 
mark of the second half, 
leaving the Bearcats' front­
line further depleted. Pitt's 
balance and depth pulled 
out a close game through­
out - neither team led by 
double digits until the clos­
ing seconds. 

The game started as a 
defensive slog, which was 
expected. Pitt leads the Big 
East in defense, allowing 
only 54.5 points per game. 
Cincinnati is fourth; giving 
up 58.6. 

Kilpatrick has been the 
Bearcats' only consistent 
scoring threat lately, with 
point guard Cashmere 
Wright recovering from a 
sprained knee. Kilpatrick 
carried his team through the 
first half, scoring 15 points 
on 5-of-8 shooting for a 

Shawntell Parsons made 
it 8-0 before the Pilots 
would dent their side of the 
scoreboard when Cassidy 
McCullough scored at the 
1:17 mark. 

The Cadets would lead 
13-2 after the first eight 
minutes, but River made a 
run in the second eight min­
utes. The Pilots cut the 
deficit to 21-15 with just 
under a minute to piny 
before the half, but Morgan 
Liedtke knocked down a 
three-pointer with 31 ticks 
on the clock for a 24-15 
advantage. 

"That's something we 
didn't want to do is fall 
behind early, and that's 
exactly what we did," Isaly 
added. "We made that one 
run thPrf'. in thP l:.P.rnnc-t 

River wns a meager 3-
for-15 from the field (20 
percent) in the second half. 
For the game, the Pilots 
connected on just JO of 34 
shots. Meanwhile, Fort 
Frye only shot 35 percent 
(17 of 48) .. 

The telling stat, however, 
was rebounding where the 
much taller Cadets pulled 
down 31 - 12 off the 
offensive glass - to nine 
for the Pilots. 

Fort 1Frye' s Diedra 
Combs led all scorers in the 
game with 14 points, one 
more than teammate Taylor 
Buchan&n. Combs also 
vnn1cPci cinwn hnlf-n-cin7Pn 



avengeo JIISI season·s JOSS wnen me•LaO..Y ugen; were . 
the top seed. 

"Winning the OV AC is always special, but we had 
such a bitter feeling last year that this is especially nice," 
said Shadyside head coach Tina Yates. "We wanted to get 
the feeling back from two years ago and these kids invest­
ed countless hours to make it happen." 

The Lady Tigers, who will next see action in Division 
IV sectional play Saturday against Caldwell, got out of 
the gates quickly, which basically set the tone for the 
game as the Lady Maroon Knights (17-4) could never get 
untracked in the first half. 

"I thought the difference was our defense," Yates said. 
"It was just a total team effort. We worked hard to stop 
(Emily) Bucon and (Colleen) McCormick and every girl 
contributed in stopping them." 

The aforementioned Lady Tiger leaders - Bonar and 
Holenka - combined for 37 points, while the Knights' 
lethal duo was held to just 15 and McCormick scored 11 
of those. 

"Shadyside did a good job of clogging up the middle, 
taking away driving lanes and just completely took away 
Colleen in the first half," said Central head coach Penn 
Kurtz. "Plus, we couldn't make a shot. It just felt like we 
were a step slower than Shadyside for most of the first 
half." 

The Lady Tigers owned a 20- IO lead at the intermis­
sion after holding Central to just one Delaney Denniston 
bonus basket in the second quarter. 

"I can't remember a game when we've ever had just 1.0 
points at hnlftime," Kurtz lamented. "We couldn't get the 
ball to go through the hoop. Shadyside is a great team and 
deserved to win. Look at how many of the teams out here 
(Saturday) that they've played and beaten." • 

Holenka had the hot hand in the first half as Central did 
all it could to bottle up Bonar, who is Ohio's all-time 
leading 3-point shooter. Holenka scored 11 of her points 
in the first I 6 minutes. 

"I thought our whole offense was good," Yates said. 
"The girls played very unselfishly. They were patient and 
found the open girl." 

That continued in the second half as the LTs were able 
to fend off several mini spurts by the Lady Knights. 
Central trailed by nine after three chapters and couldn't 
get much closer thanks to a 13-of-20 effort at the line. 

Bonar hit three bonus baskets in the game and now has 
335 in her career. She also passed out five assists as soph­
omore Kenzie Fielding and junior Toni Andes got going 
in the second half. Andes scored all seven of her points in 
the second half and Fielding finished with six points and 
four boards, 

Senior Kristen Fijalkowski also had a workmanlike 

performance. She had only two free throws, but she made 
countless winning plays that won't appear in the boxs­
core, including a team-high six rebounds. 

McCormick and Denniston had I I and IO points, 
respectively to lead the Knights. Lindsey Baker con­
tributed eight before fouling out. 

Staskey can be reacl,ed at 
sstaskey@tin1es/eaderonline.co111 

No. 23 Pitt rallies past No. 17 UC 
CINCINNATI (AP) -

Tray Woodall scored 14 
points and led a late surge 
that sent No. 23 Pittsburgh 
to a 62-52 victory over No. 
17 Cincinnati on Saturday, 
keeping the momentum 
going for one of the Big 
East's hottest teams. 

The Panthers (20-5, 8-4) 
·have won seven of their last 
eight games overall and 
four of their last five on the 
road. They beat No. 6 
Syracuse 65-55 a week 
ago, vaulting them into the 
Top 25. 

Woodall hit a pair of free 
throws and a 3-pointcr dur­
ing a 7-0 run that put Pitt 

ahead to stay with 3:21 
left. The conference's 
stingiest defense held 
Cincinnati (18-6, 6-5) 
without a field goal over 
the final 9 minutes, 21 sec­
onds. 

The Bearcats managed 
only seven free throws dur­
ing that stretch. Sean 
Kilpatrick led Cincinnati 
with 16 points, but had 
only one free throw in the 
second half, when he 
missed all seven shots from 
the field. He came into the 
game averaging 18. 3 
points, third-best in the Big 
East. 

Cincinnati missed its last 
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14 shots and made only 
30.8 percent from the field, 
a season low. 

The Bcarcats were com­
ing off a 54-50 loss at 
Providence on Wednesday 
night that ended when 
Kilpatrick lost his dribble at 
midcourt while Cincinnati 
set up for a final shot. 

Both teams rely on their 
depth, using IO players reg­
ularly. 

Cincinnati's depth on the 
frontline was tested by an 
injury and foul trouble. 
Forward Justin Jackson 
played only 7 minutes 
before leaving with an 
injury. He came out at half­
time and tried to shoot and 
shuffled his feet, but 
favored his left leg and 
quickly gave up. 

Center Cheikh }1bodj 
went to the bench with his 

fourth foul at the I 6:25 
mark of the second half, 
leaving the Bearcats' front­
line further depleted. Pitt's 
balance and depth pulled 
out a close game through­
out - neither team led by 
double digits until the clos­
ing seconds. 

The game started as a 
defensive slog, which was 
expected. Pitt leads the Big 
East in defense, allowing 
only 54.5 points per game. 
Cincinnati is fourth, giving 
up 58.6. 

Kilpatrick has been the 
Bearcats' only consistent 
scoring threat lately, with 
point guard Cashmere 
Wright recovering from a 
sprained knee. Kilpatrick 
carried his team through the 
first half, scoring 15 points 
on 5-of-8 shooting for a 
31-26 lead. 

Country Club Retirement 'campus at Bellaire 
A Saw ;£,/J,(c~n· C.w,,wk 

I 

Apartments • Assisted Living 
Rehabilitation & Therapy • Skilled Nursing 

Sanctuary Home Health Care 
ft, 

II " 

East Ohio Home 
Inspection, Inc. 

II 

'If you are a home seller, ask us about our 
move-in certified program! 

• Jay Mayberry 
36780 Fairview St., Barnesville 
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the sho_ts, even from the Additional Images can be 
foul lme, st arted to found at cu timas/e der-
drop. . • a 

Despite the loss, onl_m_e_._c_o_m _____ _ 
Coyne was quick to 
praise the effort of her third-seeded squad. 

"I am very, very proud of these girls. There's no reason 
for them to hang their heads because they gave a great 
fight. I couldn't be any more proud of them. Yes, we 
might have lost on the scoreboard, but you girls are win­
ners because you play hard, and that's a coach's dream. 

"You got here," she continued. "It's been four years, 
but you girls got here." 

Senior standout Jessica Kinney scored 25 points to lead 
all scorers in the game. Only one other player scored 
more than two points. 

"Jess is a special player, und maybe we tried to go to 
her too many times there at the end," Coyne admitted. 
"But she's our go-to player." 

Masloski had a team-best dozen lightings for 
Steubenville. Rice, a freshman who came off the bench, 
added 11 and drew high praise from her head coach. 

"Lysaih really gave us a lift early," he recalled. "When 
Emiley (Masloski) went down with a knee injury earlier 
this season, Lysaih's minutes really picked up and she has 
improved as the season has progressed." 

Martins Ferry held a 29-25 edge off the boards as 
Kinney. Shaina Oberdick and Tyrah King all finished 
with five each. Barker led Big Red with nine caroms. Rice 
chipped in seven and also charted three steals and a pair 
of blocked shots. 

The Purple Riders, who are idle until next Saturday 
when sectional tournament action begins, turned the ball 
over I 7 times, two more than Big Red. 

North can be reached at k11orth@timesleader­
ouline.com 

e Fort--------
Continued from Page C1 

sound defensively and 
they're good on the offen­
sive end. 

"You have to play your 
'A' game when you play 
this team if you're going to 
beat them, and we didn't 
play our 'A' game today." 

Fort Frye, which defend­
ed its title from 2012, 
jumped out to a quick 6-0 
lead on back-to-back treys 
by Morgan Liedtke and 
Taylor Buchanan and never 
looked back. 

Shawntell Parsons made 
it 8-0 before the Pilots 
would dent their side of the 
scoreboard when Cassidy 
McCullough scored at the 
I :17 mark. 

The Cadets would lead 
I 3-2 after the first eight 
minutes, but River made a 
run in the second eight min­
utes. The Pilots cut the 
deficit to 21- J 5 with just 
under a minute to play 
before the half, but Morgan 
Liedtke knocked down a 
three-pointer with 31 ticks 
on the clock for a 24-15 
advantage. 

"That's something we 
didn't want to do is fall 
behind early, and that's 
exactly what we did," Isaly 
added. "We made that one 
run there in the second 
quarter, but the third quar­
ter was another bad one." 

Indeed it was as the 
Cadets held the Pilots to 
three points in the period, 
and seven total in the sec­
ond I 6 minutes. 

"We just basically 
clamped down on them," 

veteran Fort Frye head 
coach Dan Liedtke said. 
"We tried to press some 
there in the second quarter 
and they were getting 
through us. We decided at 
halftime that we were going 
to go back to our basic half­
court, solid defense. That's 
what we work on every day 
in practice. 

"That's one of our goals 
is to keep the other team 
from scoring as much as 
possible," Liedtke added. 
"So, even if we're not hav­
ing a good shooting day, 
we can still be in the game 
because of our defense." 

River was a meager 3-
for-15 from the field (20 
percent) in the second half. 
For the game, the Pilots 
connected on just IO of 34 
shots. Meanwhile, Fort 
Frye only shot 35 percent 
(17 of 48). 

The telling stat, however, 
was rebounding where the 
much taller Cadets pulled 
down 3 I - 12 off the 
offensive glass - to nine 
for the Pilots. 

Fort Frye's Diedra 
Combs led all scorers in the 
game with 14 points, one 
more than teanamate Taylor 
Buchanan. Combs also 
yanked down half-a-dozen 
rebounds, us did Micayla 
Hupp. 

McCullough paced River 
with eight points. Jensen 
Caretti had three rebounds. 

North can be reacl,ed at 
k II o rt h@ times I ea de r­
online.com, 

WLU women hold off A-8 
PHILIPPI. W.Va. ·- West Liberty shot nearly 60 per­

cent from the floor and held off a late Alderson-Broaddus 
surge to beat the Battlers, 83-79, Saturday night in West 
Virginia Conference women's basketball action at Rex 
Pyles Arena. 

17:b-Tll.Gn (if,~,. 
--------
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Saturday's nightcap 
inside the Health and 
Physical Education Center 
at Ohio University Eastern .. 

"Give Conotton Valley 
tll of the credit because 
bey kicked our butts," 
Cnprnl said. 'We didn't do 
.vhnt we needed to do, but 
aaving said that, we played 
against n very good team 
tonight." 

The Lady Rockets, who 
won their only other OV AC 
title in 1997, bad set the 
conference title as a goal as 
their first-year coach 
Chandra Myers took over 
and tried to figure out the 
ins and outs of the OV AC. 

"I knew potbing about 
the OV AC other than it was 
a bunch of river learns that 
stretched into West 
Virginia," Myers admitted. 
"I still don't know much, 
but I an\ I earning and I 
know this meant a lot to 
these girls and it's great for 
them that their hard work 
allowed them to achieve 
one of their main goals." 

Conotton Valley nod St 
John were in a back-and­
fortb affair in the first quar­
ter with the game tied at 12 
in the wanning seconds of 
the period. However, 
Conotton Valley's 
Cbandice Cottis picked off 
a Lady Irish pass and 
turned into a layup and 
from there, the Rockets 
took off. 

"That play hurt, but it 
wasn't the turning point," 
Kaprnl said. "It was just a 
,peed'bump, but we didn't 
play through it as well as 
we needed to, It was just 
one mistake." 

Tb~ Lally Rockets began 
to pull away when they 
outscored the Lady Irish, 
14-6 in the second quarter. 

After scoring nine points 
i1; the first period, Bower 

T·L Photo/MIKE PALMER 
ST. JOHN Central's 
Marissa Rose shoots for 
two points Saturday 
night. 

continued to pile up points. 
She scored six more and 
bad 15 of her 20 in the first 
half. 

."Kristen (Russell) is a 
great defender, but Bower 
really bit some big-time 
shots," Kapral said. "We 
didn't help (on her) like we 
should have, but she's a 
big-time player and we 
knew that. She's also got n 
nice supporting cast around 
her." 

Owning a 28-18 lead at 
the intermission, the Lady 
Irish came out in the second 
half to find• seemingly a 
cover Qn the basket at their 
end of the court. St. John 
didn't record its first of 

three second-half field 
goals until there was only 
3:02 left to play. 

"They imposed their will 
and played more physical 
than we did," Kapral said. 
"We like to go baseline to 
baseline, but we couldn't 
get out and run. When you 
can't score, that just com­
pounds matters worse and it 
wears on you." 

St. John bad trouble scor­
ing in the second half 
because Bower was erasing 
shots at quite a clip. She 
swatted eight shots to go 
along with her scoring and 
15 rebounds. All told, the 
Lady Irish cashed just IO­
of-52 from the field for a 
frigid 19 percent clip. 

"I know 'Livy' likes to 
block shots," Myers said. 
"She's pretty long and she 
can do it without fouling, 
but it still makes me nerv­
ous. We're definitely fortu­
nate to have her on our 
team. She really steps up 
when we need her to, but 
she'll be the first to credit 
her teammates." 

The Lady Irish, who had 
a few players under the 
weather, failed to have a 
player reach double figures. 
Frosh point guard Marissa 
Rose led the way with 
seven points. Senior lead­
ing scorer Russell and frosh 
Jessica Alvey each had s.ix. 

"We knew Russell was 
their go-to-player," Myers 
said. "I didn't have a lot of 
information to go on, qui 
we knew we had to lilnit , 
second chance points, riot 
turn the ball over and limit 
Russell's scoring." 

Bower, meanwhile, was 
complemented in the scor­
ing column by Brynlyn 
Belknap' s 13 points and 11 
boards. 

Conotton held a 36-22 
edge on the boards. 
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Mechatronics is one of the fastest 
growing careers in the country. 

Mechatronics blends mechanical, electrical, 
co111puter and instrumentation skills. 

Learn how to operate and repair equipment ... 

... plus troubleshoot and 
program the systems that run 
these machines. 

rind !jour direction ... 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

WHEELING WEIRTON NEW MARTINSVILLE 
304-233-5900 304-723-2210 304-455-4684 

www.wvncc.edu 
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Wheeling Hospital ·ovAc Girls 
Basketball Championships 

Class 1 A (Page 3) 
8 p.m. 

No. 1 Conotton Valley vs. No. 2 St. John 
Class 2A (Page 6) 

10 a.m. 
No. 1 Wheeling CC vs. No. 3 Shadyside 

Class 3A (Page 10) 
12:30 p.m. 

No. 1 River vs. No. 2 Fort Frye 
Class 4A (Page 12) 

3 p.m. 
No. 1 Steubenville vs. No. 3 Martins Ferry 

Class SA (Page 14) 
5:30 p.m. 

No. 1 University vs. No. 2 Morgantown 

ON THE COVER 
PICTURED are raprasantativas of sight of Iha 
schools in action this weekend at Iha Wheeling 
Hospital OVAC Girls Basketball Championship. Top 
row, from fall, are Shalna Oberdick (Martins Farry), 
Mytla Baker (Staubanvllla), Madison Basinger 
(Wheeling Central) and Hayley Helenka 
(Shadyside). Bottom row, from left, are Marissa 
Rose (St. John), Olivia Bowar (Conotton Valley), 
Hayles Bowers (River) and Taylor Buchanan (Fort 
Frvel. 

~os Contributed by Seth Staskey, Paul Krejnyak, Katie Parks, Tony 
Viola and Conotton Valley Schools 
Tab Cover Deslgn/MIKE PALMER 

Tab Design/SETI-I STASKEY 

Largest l(•Jl>l)t'l. Farm Tractor 
Inventory In The State Of Ohio! 

GOOD LUCK TO ALL OVAC TEAMSI 

I 

I 

I 



OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL 
THE TIMES LEADER - Friday, February 8, 2013 - 3 

St. John, Conotton to .meet in 1 A 
By SETH STASKEY 
llmes Leader Sports Editor 

The Class I A title game 
in the Wheeling Hospital 
OV AC Girls Basketball 
Championship is a matchup 
of unknowns. 

Both St. John Central 
head coach Bubba Kapral 
and Conotton Valley head 
coach Chandra Myers spent 
much of Thursday on the 
phone trying to track down 
infonnation on the other 
team from as many sources 
as possible. 

What both do know is 
they don't have much time 
to put together a gameplan. 
The top two seeds in the 
smallest classification will 
clash at 8 p.m. Saturday at 
Ohio University Eastern's 
Health . and Physical 
Education Cepter. St John 
Central is seeking its 15th 
OV AC title in school histo­
ry, while Conotton Valley 
owns just one conference 
title. 

"Seriously, I don't know 
a thing except they beat us 
on our home floor last 
year," Kapral said as he 
worked the phones and 
email for more infonnation. 
"I know they have one of 
the best players around in 
Olivia Bower, but other 
than that, I don't know 
much, but we'll prepare our 
team the right way and if 
you do that, it doesn't mat­
ter who you play." 

The common opponents 
between the two schools are 
the likes of Toronto and 
Steubenville Catholic 
Ceniral. 

"We don't know too 
much about them right 
now," Myers admitted. "I 
know we've played some 
common opponents and 
played them to similar 
scores, so I feel like this will 
be a very tough game." 

The experience factor 
certainly lies in the Lady 
Irish corner. They're mal<:­
ing their second trip in three 
seasons to the· small-school 

CONOTTON VALLEY·(13-5) 
No. Name Grade Height 
10 Chandice Cottis 1 0 5-4 
11 Chaska West 11 5-3 
13 Olivia Bower 10 6-0 
14 Aubri Jones 10 5-3 
20 Edie Piper 11 5-1 
21 Brynlynn Belknap 11 5-10 
22 Taylor Russelt 10 5-6 
24 Tristen Wallace 10 5-5 
25 Kylie Manbeck 1 o 5-7 
Head Coach: Chandra Myers 
Assistant Coach: Luke Donohoe 

ST. JOHN CENTRAL (15-6) 
No. Name Grade Height 
1 Lindsey Froehlich 9 6-1 
2 Rachel Porter 9 6-0 
4 Kaydie Coppa 12 5-6 
10 Caitlin Sliva 10 5-6 
15 Chloe Roberts 9 5-6 
21· Marissa Rose, 9 5-7 
-~-, G9(:lpy $c111tir;ipce1tQ 10 5-5 

1 23 l'vlorgan Deluca • 1 o 5-6 
24 Kristen Russell 12 5-7 
34 Molly Knox 1 : 11 5-8 
~- Emily LeMc1sters., .' 9 5-9 
44 Jessica Alvey 1 : 9 5-6 
,Head Coach: Robert "Bubba" Kapral 
Assistant Coaches: Tammy Selmon, Erin 
Nicola and Dr. Jerry Liberatore. 

title game. They fell to 
Madonna in 2011. 

''This is our third time in 
the tournament and third 
time in the finals," Kapral 
said. "This is where we 
want to be. The semifmals 
were fun and it's always 
nice to host one of those 
games. It's· nice to have the 
top seeds in there and now 
we've got a chance to win 
the OVAC." 

Conotton Valley, mean­
while, is making its initial 
appearance in the title game 
after it took out Trinity 
Christian in the semifinal on 
Wednesday night by a 
point. 

For Myers, the OV AC -
as a whole - is a new 
experience. She's a 
Garaway High School grad­
uate, who played collegiate-

ly at Ohio University, and is 
in her first year as head 
coach of the Lady Rockets. 

"Anytime a team is play­
ing for a championship, 
that's where you want to 
be," Myers said. "I don't 
think people thought we'd 
do this well this year and 
our success is all because of 
the girls and how hard 
they've worked." 

While the conference 
may be new for Myers, she 
got introduced to It quickly 
when she sat down with her 
team shortly after getting 
hired last spring. 

"I had each girl fill out a 
questionaire telling me 
about themselves and their 
goals," Myers said. "Almost 
every goal listed the OVAC 
title as a goal. Now, they're 
one step closer to achieving 

it; so we have to go out and 
play hard Saturday against a 
quality SL John team." 

In reaching the finals, the 
15-6 Lady Irish dispatched 
the Lady Blue Dons to the 
consolation game by a 42-
3 I score in a game that the 
Green sprinted out to a I 7-
0 cushion. 

The Lady Irish don't hide 
from who they are. Kapral's 

squad wants to get up and 
down and utilize full-court 
pressure to speed up the 
game from the outset. 

"We have to do what we 
do best," Kapral said. "Our 
meal ticket has become full­
court pressure. I think our 
semifinal was the exclama­
tion point of that since we 
got out and went up 17-0." 

The Lady Irish employ of 

a lineup of two seniors and 
three freshmen. 

Senior Kristen Russell is 
the unquestioned leader, 
averaging nearly 17 points. 
and I O rebounds a game. 

The other. senior is 
Kaydie Coppa, who is one 
of those lock-down defend­
ers that Kapral utilizes in 

See, 1A, Page 4 

CONOIION 
VALLEY ROCKE IS 

Photo Provided 
PICTURED IS the 2012-13 Conotton Valley Lady Rockets basketball team. The team consists of 
Chandlce Cottls, Chaska Wes~ Olivia Bower, Aubri Jones, Piper Edie, Brynlynn Belknap, Taylor 
Russell, Tristan Russell and Kylie Manbeck. 

On Behalf Of The 
Conotton Valley Board of Education, 

Administration & Athletic Department; 

GOOD LUCK IN THE 
OVAC TOURNAMENT! 
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the pressure game. 
The balance of the start­

ing lineup consists of ninth 
graders Marissa Rose, who 
runs the offense at the 
point-guard spot. She aver­
ages 13.3 points a game. 

Pivot Lindsey Froehlich 
is rounding back into form 
after· missing a couple of 
weeks with an injury. She 
had a big game against 
Madonna. The other defen­
sive sparkplug is Jessica 
Alvey. 

Sophomore Caitlin Sliva 
and frosh Emily LeMasters 
are the Lady Irish's top two 
subs. 

"I don't know if three 
freshmen are supposed to be 
starting in the OV AC final, 
but having said that, those 
girls have really matured 
nicely throughout the 
course of the season," 
Kapral said. "We're young, 
but we've got a really nice 
blend because of those sen­
iors we start." 

Conotton Valley, which 
doesn't boast a senior on the 
roster, is led by Bower, who 
is averaging 15 points and 
8.5 rebounds per game. 

Junior forward Brynlynn 
Belknap is the second-lead­
ing scorer and rebounder 

with I O points and 
six boards. Junior 
Piper Edie aver­
ages nearly 7 
points a game, 
while sophomores 
Chandice Cottis 
(4.5 ppg) and 
Taylor Russell 
( 4.5 ppg) round 
out the starting 
lineup. 

"I think this 
game is going to 
come down to fun­
damentals and 
which team takes 
better care of the 1---­
ball," Myers said. 
"We need to con-
tinue to receive 
contributions from 
everyone on our 
team and that's we 
got in the semifi­
nnl." 

000D 
LUCK AREA 

TEAMS! 

T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER 
ST. JOHN'S senior. 
Kristen Russell works the 
ball Into the post during a 
game earlier this season. 
Russell Is the Lady lrlsh's 
leading scorer. They'll 
meet Conolton Valley for 
the Class 1 A title 
Saturday night at OUE. 
The Lady Irish are 15-6 
on the season, while the 
Lady Rockets are 13-5. 
Co notion Valley 
advanced by virtue of a 
one-point victory against 
Morgantown Trinity 
Christian . 
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JUST Off ~70 EXIT 220 ON CR 214 
ST. CLAIRSVlllE, OH 

740-695-VETS THE !!T. JOHN 
BOO!!TER!!l 

Boring A..iabio 
m,. £iwveocy s.m:.. 

NOW ~RWG F1llL AND PART•TIIE POSITlDNS 

CITY INSURANCE 
lllllatll..'1111&.till&JI 

3800 Jefferson St. • Bellaire, Ohio 
Cityinsurance@sbcglobal.net 

Pr vidin Phone: (740) 676-2520 
o g Fax: (740) 676-2516 

ome & Auto Chr15topher Irvin. Owner/ Agent 
Insurance Ardie Loeffler, Agent 

·1 City lns~e seroes the Trt·Stai.e Area. 
Call.Toda forafrcclno atJon ta. 

ST. JOHN CENTRAL GRADE SCHOOL 
350•37th Street, Bellaire, Ohio 4,3906 

For Information Cull 740-676-2620/FAX 740-676-8502 

St. John Central 
Grade School 

"Catholic Schools Raise The Standards" 

Prc-Sdmol Regl!lralion: Mardi ht 8:30mu-llum • 121m1-2pm 
Kindergnrtcn-Htb Grude Regi11tratio11 

March 5, 6 & 7 l0um-5pm in the office 
Bring Birth Ccrlificult', Socin1 Security Curd, 
Inm1uniz,-tion Fonns, Baplllmud Certificate 

Perry & Associates 
Certified Public Accountants. A.C. 
Business Consultants and Tax Preparation 
"Bringing More to the Table of What You're looking For" 

Our Services: 
'Individual and Business Tax Returns 

Oil and Gas Accounting, Advance Land Rent and Royalties 
Bookkeeping Sen.rices 

Governmental, Non-Profit und For-Profit Audits 
Payroll Preparation und Reports 

Estate and Trust Planning 
Eldercare Planning 

Business Planning and Consulting 
Financial Statement Compilation 

Parkersburg, WV St. Clairsville, OH 
304-422-2203 740-695-1569 

www.pen:_ycpfJS.com 

Marietta, OH 
740-373.()056 

~+.•·· ST. JOHN CENTRAL 1 HICiH SCHOOL 
. e::1<} _-") 

3625 Guernsey St., Bell at~ ~r ,, .. \, j) 
676-4932 '-;' J.; ,,,.., ., 

"Dedicated to facilitating the work of God's 
grace itt the integration oftl,e spiritual, 

intellectual, physical, cultural and social lives 
of eac/1 student." 

• Enter to leam - Leaveto serve 

CiOOD LUCK LADY IRISH! 
WE ARE SO PROUD OF YOU! 

Moundswille 
304-810-4079 

St. Clairsville 
740-695-2800 

~.!. 
IIUFFIILO 
WILD 
WINGS 

Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK 
PICTURED IS the 2012-13 SL John 
Central Lady Irish basketball team. Front 
row, from left, are manager Brooke 
Selmon, Kristen Russell, Kaydie Coppa 
and manager Brooke Palmer. Second 
row, from left, are Molly Knox, Morgan 
Deluca, Gabby Santlnoceto, Chloe 
Roberts, Caitlin Sliva and Jessica Alvey. 
In back, from left. are assistant coach 
Tammy Selmon, Emily Lemasters, Rachel 
Porter, head coach Bubba Kapral, 
Lindsey Froehllch, Marissa Rose and 
assistant coach Dr. Jerry Liberatore. 

MIDEI 
FOOD& FUEL 

GOOD LUCK ' 
FIGBTING lRISll• 

301 Walden Ave 
Tiltonsville, O? 43963 

(7 40) 859-9926 

Good Luck 
Lady Irish! 

WILSON BLACKTOP 
635-3566 
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Shadyside, Central meet again .in 2A 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

When it comes to girls' 
basketball, Shadyside and 
Wheeling Central know 
each other extremely well. 

Actually, it might be too 
well according to the 
respective head coaches. 

Regardless, the two 

small-school powers will 
have a chance to add anoth­
er chapter to their growing 
rivalry Saturday morning at 
10, but the stakes will be a 
little higher. 

The Lady Tigers and 
Lady Maroon Knights will 
stage a rematch of their title 
game from last season at 
Ohio University Eastern's 

Health and Physical 
Education Center in the 
Class 2A title game of the 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC 
Girls Basketball 
Championship. 

"We're absolutely look­
ing forward to this chance," 
said Lady Tigers' head 
coach Tina Yates. "Our kids 
had hoped we'd have a 

• Collision Repair 
• Refinishing 
• Touch Ups 

St Clairsville Area's 
Largest Independent 

Collision Repair 
Facility • 

(740) 695-5875 
Jeff Ross - Owner 

GOOD LUCK AREA TEAMS 

SINCE :1942 • 740~695-1354 • www.marhefkaautosales.com 

chance to avenge last year's 
game." 

For the Lady Tigers, this 
is their fifth straight appear­
ance in the OV AC final. 
Wheeling Central, mean­
while, is making its second 
strafght and second overall 
trip to the St. Clairsville 
campus. 

"This series has really 
become a nice rivalry," said 
Wheeling Central head 
coach Penn Kurtz. 
"Shadyside's been a domi­
nant team in the Ohio 
Valley and one of the great 
teams io the state of Ohio, 
which is kind of the same 
roles we've been fortunate 
enough to play in West 
Virginia. I know both teams 
really respect each other 
and enjoy playing each 
other." 

While the Lady Knights 
are biddiog for a repeat and 
their eighth conference title 
overall, Kurtz and company 
really only feature just two 
players, Colleen 
McCormick and Emily 
Bucon, who saw a lot of 
action io last year's final. 

''It's exciting for the team 
to be back in this game," 
Kurtz said. "For most of our 
team, this will be a new 
experience, but I think our 
kids are ready for it. We've 
played a challengiog sched-

ule and I think 
we'll be ready to 
go when we step 
on the floor." 

The Lady 
Tigers, who upset 
second-seeded 
Bridgeport on its 
home floor in 
Wednesday's 
semifinal, 52-49, 
have certainly 
challenged them­
selves throughout 
the course of the 
first 21 games. 

Counting 
Bridgeport, 
Shadyside has 
played just seven 
games agaiost 
Division IV-sized 
schools. They 
wanted to upgrade 
their schedule and 
played six games 
against what 
would equal Ohio 
Division I squads. 

"We wanted to 
be as battle-tested 
as possible," Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK 
Yates said. "Our SHADYSIDE'$ Karil Bonar goes 
kids responded to up for one of her seven 3-polnt 
the challenges and goals during Wednesday's OVAC 
I think the sched- Class 2A semifinal at Bridgeport. 
ule has definitely Bonar, who Is now the Ohio State • 
made us a _]Jetter record holder for 3-polnt goals In 
team as we pre- her career, will lead the Lady 

Tigers Into Saturday's OVAC title 
See, 2A, Page 7 game against Wheeling Central. 

PR 
River/ Rail / Truck / Storage / Aggregate / Water 

http:l/www.mprsupplychain.com/ 
Bellaire, OH• 740-671-9822 

GOOD LUCK AREA TEAMSI 
I 
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WHEELING CENTRAL (17-3) 
No. Name Grade Height 
2. Maria Olson 11 5-2 
3 , Colleen McCormick 12 5-10 
4 Julianna Ryan 1 o 5-4 
5 Cara Stahl . 1 o 5-4 
10 Regan Blaha 10 5-10 
12 Lindsey Baker 9 5-7 
13 Cate Calissle . . 9 5-6 
15 Delaney Denniston 11 5-6 
22 Sydney Bennington 10 5-8 
23 MacKenzie Michaels 11 5-9 
24 Madison Basinger 11 5-9 
25 Emily Bucon . ! 12 5-9 
30 Ashton Cross : 11 5-7 
42 Blanca Saporito! 12. 5-5 
44 Elizi:jbeth Stayduhar 12 5-7 
Head Coach: Penr:i Kurtz 
Assistant Coaches:· l?'ia.UI Kurtz, Suzie 
Daller, Ll~dsay:i,11.mmltante, Bob Robinsoni 

i SHADYS~E (14-7) . 1 

No. Na$ : i~. : Grade Heigh~ 
3 Hay ey Helenka • 12 5-7 • 
4 .. . .S.he Y: Ber:iepij i=1 10 5-9 

,1'0'">.'1,Alfci :Gufleyj l • l1 :11,2i • ,, 5~7 
11 Ken~ie Fielding • 10 5-11 
12 Tonl!Andes . , : 11 5-5 
13 Krls(en Fijalkow$kl 1.2 5-10 
14 Lauren May : • 12 • 5°7 
22 Karli! Bonar 12 5-7 
24 Samantha Rosser 9 5-5 
32 Logen Johnson, 9 5-5 
40 McKayla Kinemond 9 5-5 
44 Dana Jackson 12 5-11 
Head Coach: Tina Yates 
Assist/;Ult Coaches: B.A..Holloway, Clyde 
Yates. 
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• Photo Courtesy/PAUL KRAJNYAK 
PICTURED IS the 2012-13 Shadyside Lady Tigers Basketball Te□m. The team consists of Hayley Helenka, Shelby Benedetta, Alicia 
Gulley, Kenzie Fielding, Toni Andes, Kristen Fljalkowskl, Lauren May, Karli Bonar, Samantha Rosser, Lindsey Dunn, Logan Johnson, 
McKayla Klnemond and Dana Jackson. 

TOTAL 
HAIR 
CARE 

SHADYSIDE 
CARTAGE 

55970 Dilles Bottom 

GOOD LUCK SHADYSIDE LADY TIGERS 
JOYCE LUNSFORD 

250 W. Main Street 
St, Clairsville, Ohio 

Joyce Lunsford Agency 
Auto, Home, RV, Life 
allststeagencles.com/ 

Joycelunsford 

PERSONAL • BUSINESS 
•AUTO• HOME• LIFE 

• MOTORCYQES/ATV'S 
•BUSINESS• SR22 BONDS• FARMS 

PHIL ANDES 

~ 
3700 CENTRAL AVE., 
SHADYSIDE, OHIO 
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A local company providing 

Local & Long Distance Telephone Service 
& High-speed Internet Service 

304-233-5343 
www.stratuswave.com 

Proud to sponsor the OVAC 
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Continued from Page 7 

second half in the semifi­
nal." 

The Lady Knights 
reached this game by dis­
patching fourth-seeded 
Clay-Battelle to the conso­
lation round. Central blew 
open a tight game at half to 
win by an 81-46 count. 

As preparations continue 
for the game, Yates will 

·spend time looking at both 
Central games, but realizes 
that her team's ability to 
slow down Bucon and 
McCormick will be key. 
• "We definitely have to 

stop both of them," Yates 
said. "They're good players, 
good scorers, play well on 
defense, their tall and long, 
so it's a challenge." 

On the other side of the 
floor, Shadyside has u duo 
of players, in Karli Bonar 
and Hayley Holenka. 
who've cuused many coach­
es to Jjc awake at night try­
ing to come up with a plan. 
Kurtz has actually been that 
guy many times in the last 
four years. 

"I think I am going to 
send (Bonar and Holenka) a 
graduation card in the 
spring," Kurtz said. "We've 
faced them too many times 
over the years." 

During the semifinal, 
Bonar became the state of 
Ohio's all-time lerulerfor 3-
point goals. She buried 
seven against Bridgeport 
and now sits at 332 bonus 
baskets in her career. 

For the season, Bonar is 
averaging just under 20 
points a game and more 
than four triples a night. 

"I think the best way to 
slow Bonar down is tell her 
the game starts at noon and 
hope she shows up late," 
Kurtz joked. "All kidding 
aside, when you play 
Shadyside, you know Karli 
and Hayley are going to get 
their points. We have to 
hold the rest of their players 
under control." 

Holenka, a tireless 
defender, is a versatile 
offensive player. Whereas 
Bonar is the premier deep 
shooter in the Ohio Valley, 
Holenkn is able to shoot the 

ball well. but she's also 
more than capable of put­
ting tl1e ball on the deck. 
For the season, she averages 
17.2 points per game. 

The Shadyside support­
ing cast has shown glimpses 
this season that it's ready to 
take the next step and be 
solid complements to the 
Bonar and Holenka duo. 

Senior Kristen 
Fijalkowski is a solid 
defender and rebounder and 
came up with a clutch con­
ventional 3-point play on 
Wednesday. Sophomore 
Kenzie Fielding Is an athlet­
ic 5-1 I post She's a solid 
rebounder and has devel­
oped as more of a scorer of 
late. 

Rounding out the starting 
lineup is junior Toni Andes, 
who is a solid perimeter 
shooter. 

"When Kristen, Toni and 
Kenzie plar like they're 
capable, we re a much bet­
ter team," Yates said. "I 
think the biggest thing for 
us is to show up mentally 
prepared from the tip. I 
think we'll be fine physical­
ly, but we have to be ready 
to play mentally." 

The Lady Tigers aren't 
the deepest team around. 
Senior Dana Jackson and 
sophomore Logen Johnson 

WHEELING 
CENTRAL'$ 
Colleen 
McCormick 
looks to make 
a pass during 
a game earlier 
this season. 
McCormick 
and the Lady 
Knights will 
take on 
Shadyside for 
the OVAC 
Class 2A title 
Saturday 
morning. 

PholofTONY VIOLA 

arc tl1c top suhs. 
As for the Lady Maroon 

Knights, Bucon and 
McCormick are clearly the 
go-to-players, but Yates is 
impressed with how well 
the other Knights' players 
execute their roles. 

"They do a really good 
job with their roles because 
they understand them so 
well," Yates said. 

The impressive quality of 
the Knights is their depth. 
Kurtz feels comfortable 
playing as many as 11 or 12 
plaiers on most nights. 

'Our depth is a great lux­
ury," Kurtz said. "A lot of 
teams focus on Colleen and 
Emily, but really, a lot of 
our games have been about 
who has the hot hand off the 
bench. We hope that bal­
ance we've had continues." 

Senior Beth Stayduhar 
gets the start at one of the 
guard spots, while Maria 
Olsen, who is a junior, is the 
point guard. Junior center 
Madison Baslni;er rounds 
out the starting lineup. 

Off the bench, the likes of 
Ashton Cross, Delaney 
Denniston, Lindsey Baker, 
Cate Calissie, Regan Blaha, 
Sydney Bennington and 
MacKenzie Michaels all see 
quality minutes. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 



NE LING CENTRAL 
ON KNIGHTS 

Photo Courtesy/CRESSfGILSON PHOTOGRAPHY 
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PICTURED IS the 2012-13 Wheeling. Central Lady Maroon Knights Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are Delaney Denniston, Ashton Cross, Beth 
Stayd'-'har, Colleen McCormick, Emily Bucon, Blanca Saporito, Maria Olson, Mackenzie Michaels and Madison Basinger. Back row, from left, are Coach 
Suzie Daller, Coach Lindsay Ammlrante, Head Coach Penn Kurtz, Cate Callssle, Lindsay Baker, Regan Blaha, Sydney Bennington, Cara Stahl, Jullanna 
Ryan, Coach Bob Robinson and Coach Paul Kurtz 

Mon.-Frl. 9am-5pm 
sat. 8:30am-4:30pm 

sun. aosed 
GOOD LUCK 

MAROON KNIGHTS 
• 

Wheeling•· GOODLUCK 
CENTRAL! 

Flower : 
Shop '' R&V 

Embroidery Flowers for all 
OCf1Sions! ' Rick & Valerie Nau 

2125; Marl<et Sl 303 Warwood Ave., 

Wh'¥)1ing, WV Wheeling 

~04-~33-~~~o 304-277-4120 
• 

g/p';~,.;;;;;;,: 
B CLEANING & RESTORATION 

FIRE• SMOKE• WIND 
MOLD• SEWAGE• WATER 

'!WE'RE GONNA SAVE YOU!" 
. 

1 www.panhandlecr.com 
I VISA I~ Roborr C. Conlragua,ro, Sr, Prosk/en/ r..iiiiiiil !f··· ~ 
l~~ wvuettot4743 l~Hr \ 

OHN& 
WERNER 

LAW OFFICES 
Auomc}'!I At Law 

, • Woeral Pracllce 

Joseph J. John 
Anthony I. Werner 
304-233-4380 • 

ARWOOD 
ARMATURE REPAIR 

COMPANY 
Sales & Service of Electric Motora 
Serving Mines, Mills & Industrial 

Accounts In the Ohio Valley 
Smee 1927 , 

N. Seventh & Hazlett Ave., 
Wheeling, WV 

Phone: (304) 277-2550 
Fax: 277-2917 

Insurance & Financial Services 

Bernie Glenn 
Bob Hillen 

Licensed In WV & Ohio 

Commercial & Residential 
Mult~Policy Discounts • Low Down Payments 

Auto , Home , Boat • Motorcycle • Life 
Business • Pension Rollovers • IRA 

1804 Warwood Ave• Wheeling 

304-277-3239 
■ 8ie Fax: 277-3519 
~ Insurance· E-Mail: bglns@verizon.net 

GOOD 
LUCK!!! 
Wheeling Central 
Catholic Maroon 
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From 
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Department 
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Photo Provided 
' PICTURED IS the 2012-13 River lady Pilots. The team consists of Laken Ramsay, Devyn 

Potts, Landyn Ramsay, Myla Smith, Hannah Jones, Haytee Bowers, Emile Weaver, 
Mackenzie Marshall, Cassidy McCullough, Brielle Williams, Monica Curtis, Jensen CaretU, 
Leslie Young, Mikayla Cleszeski and Darci Winkler, 
Photo Provided 

~ Serving Eastern Ohio 
Since 1887 

WOODSFIELD 
SAVINGS BANK _ _,, 

•HOME MORTGAGES 
•CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 
•AUW LENDING 

600 Lewisville Road 

472-1641 
www.woodsfieldsavings.co qi 

,-:_ Mon.-Wed.9-4 
.,,c Thur. & Sot. 9-U 

Friday'l-<i 

#I 
:POST 

POWHATAN POINT, OH 

good, Luck Pitots! 
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Monroe Family 
Health Center 

37984 Airport Road, Woodsfield, OH 43973 
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River, Fort Frye vie 
for 3A championship 
By RICH GIBSON 
Times Leader Sports Wrrter 

Same venue, new oppo­
nent for Dan Liedtke and 
his Fort Frye Lady Cadets. 

Certainly no strangers to 
the spacious confines of 
Ohio University-Eastern's 
Health & Physical 
Education complex, the 
Lady Cadets are making 
their fourth consecutive 
appearance in a Wheeling 
Hospital-OV AC Girls' 
Basketball Championship 
Game. 

When Fort Frye and 
River tip off Saturday after­
noon (12:30) in this sea­
son's 3A title tilt, Liedtke's 
talent-laden quint will be 
vying for its third confer-

GOOD LUCK 
PILOTS! 

WOODSFIELD 
TRUE VALUE HOME 

CENTER & 
JUST ASK RENTAL 

740-472-1651 

cnce postseason title. 
Previously, Fort Frye was 

victorious one year ago, 
defeating Monroe Central 
for the 3A crown. In 2011, 
the Cadets were subdued by 
Shadyside in a 2A finale. 

And in 2010, the 
Beverly-based Lady Cadets 
toppled Shadyside to claim 
their initial OV AC trophy. 

Following a highly-suc­
cessful 27-year tenure as 
head boys' hoop coach at 
Fort Frye, Liedtke - some­
what reluctantly - stepped 
down to fully concentrate 
on taking over a girls' pro­
gram which has flourished 
during his four-season 
tenure. 

Saturday, the 18-3 
Cadets face a River quint 

specializing In Garage 
Doors & Openers, Entry, 

Doors & Windows 
1·800-473-1989 
1·740-483-1989 

Call us today tor a quote or to 
find out what ls available! 

1, 1 j 37268 Fifth Ave., 
'

1 
,\ Sardi~, OH 43946 
www.amdoor.net 

responsible for handing FF 
one of its three setbacks. 
The two teams split a pair of 
regular season encounters. 

As River's nine-season 
hoop boss Rick Isaly 
painfully recalls, his Lady 
Pilots were soundly beaten 
by a 63-36 count in an 
early-season battle at 
Beverly. 

River, however, rebound­
ed dramatically in the 
rematch on its homecourt at 
Hannibal. There, Isaly's 
club mounted a 15-point 
upperhand only to see Fort 
Frye roar back to force 
overtime before River 
regrouped to post a 46-42 
victory. 

Naturally, both coaches 
speak highly of their respec­
tive opponent. 

"We didn't play well at 
all (at River) but give them 
credit River has some tal­
ented players and they 
caused us some problems 
(in the rematch)," Liedtke 
reported. 

Obviously pleased to 
have earned a split, Jsaly 
fully acknowledges the 
Cadets will be a formidable 
foe in Saturday's rubber 

See, 3A, Page 11 
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Illlltch encounter. 
"Fort Frye is such a well­

rounded team," he 
observed. They're very 
well-coached and most of 

, their girls have been playing 
together for years." 

INDEED, Liedtke has 
four well-schooled seniors, 
at least three of whom will 
be continuing their cage 
careers at the next level. 

Liedtke need look no fur­
ther than across the dinner 
table for one of the Lady 
Cadets' leading catalysts. 

His eldest daughter, 5-8 
senior Morgan Liedtke, is 
among the district's most 
fundamentally sound play­
ers and has collegiate offers 
from three Ohio schools. 

A 10 points-per-game 
contributor, Liedtke is an 
adept shooter - particular­
ly behind the three-point 
line - where she has been 
especially effective of late. 

Another prime time per­
former - Diedra Combs 
- is a versatile 5-10 play­
er who's taking her talents 
to West Virginia 
Conference member school 
Fairmont State College. 

No. 
1 
3 
4 
5 
10 
12 
20 
22 
23 
30 
32-
33 
40 
45 

RIVj::R (16-5) 
Name Grade 
Lakyn Ramsay 12 
Devyn Potts 10 
Landyn Ramsay 11 , 
Cara Stahl 10 
Hannah Jones 12 
Hayles Bowers 10 
Emile Weaver 12 
Mackenzie flllarshall 1 0 
Cassidy McCuUougb 12 
BrieHe WiUiams 9 
Monica CUrtis 1 0 
Jensen Caretti 9 
Leslie Young 12 
Mikayla Cieszeski 11 

50 iDatci Winkler 11 
Head Coach: Rick: lsalf 
Assistant Coach: Brian, Willlams 

· FORTjFRYE (18-3) 
No .. ,Name • : • • Grade 
,2 iMfchelle Adkins : 1 o 
4 Natl:)lle ljart' .. , .10 . 
fliCh 1al.t»!lt§J,(,\praerl. . ! 1 4P; i 
13 Shawnteil Parsons 11 
14 Brooke Boridh 11 
'.21 iMlcayla Hupp . ' 12 
24 ;Morgan Liedtke' • 12 
31 Taylor Buchanan 12 
32 Diedra Combs 12 
42 Megan Liedtke 10 

Height 
5-7 
5-4 
5-3 
5-4 
5-4 
5-5 
5-9 
5-5 
5-5 
5-9 
5-5 
6-0 
5-10 
5-11 
5-8 

Height 
5-5 
5-6 

' •,5'-0;, ,,, 
5-7 
5-6 
5-11 
5-7 
5-11. 
5-11 
5-10 

Head Coach; Dan Liedtke 
Assistant Coaches: Terry'Huck, PatLang, 
Troy Fogle -

In Taylor Buchanan, the 
Lady Cadets have yet 
another go-to type player 
who presents frequent mis­
match problems for oppo­
nents. 

The 5-10 Buchanan, who Fort Frye advanced to three seniors, a sophomore 
has signed with a Division Saturday's title tilt with a and a highly-regarded fresh-
11 program in West Palm 71-41 semifinal homecourt man to the floor for 
Beach (Fla.) sports a 12 triumph over Monroe Saturday's tipoff. 
ppg. average and is known Central. The Lady Pilots have a 
for her aggressiveness RIVER'S Lady Pilots smooth operating, four-year 
going to the basket are making their ,initial letterwinner in 5-5 senior 

Fort Frye's fourth senior championship game appear- guard Cassidy McCullough. 
vet is two-year letterman ance in the Wheeling McCullough is a 14 
Micayla Hupp, a 5-11 Hospital/OVAC event points-per-game scorer and 
inside presence. "We're thrilled to (be three-year starter whose 

Lone junior in Fort here). At the same time, our overall floor game includes 
Frye's starting lineup is cer- goal is to play the best game steady ball distribution and· 
tainly no less productive. In we can against who we real- defensive prowess. 
fact, the 5-6 Brooke Borich ize is a very good oppo- Laken Ramsay, a 5-8 
is herself a heady player and nent," Is_aly related. senior, is River's wheeling, 
a perfect fit in the Cadets' "Obviously, we know dealing point guard. 
system. what it takes to (beat Fort Ramsay has scored at a 13 

Borich nets some eight Frye). It takes an outstand- ppg. clip this season. 

three-season letterwinner. 
Sophomore Hay lee 

Bowers, at 5-5, is an 
aggressive guard known for 
her fearless piny. 

One of the valley's most 
promising young prospects 
is 6-1 freshman Jensen 
Caretti, whose presence was 
felt immediately this sea­
son. 

Caretti has averaged just 
over 12 points per game 

and is bringing down some 
10 boards per start. She's 
also swatting away three 
shots per night • 

Off the Pilots' bench 
comes 5-3 junior guard 
Landyn Ramsay, younger 
sibling of Laken. In River's 
56-39 semifinal victory 
over Shenandoah, Landyn 
sparked the Scarlet & Gray 
with a clutch 14-point out­
ing. 

Three additional seniors 
adding to the mix include 5-
10 experienced vet Leslie 
Young, a two-year letter­
winner who hits the boards 
with regularit,y. 

The Lady Pilots' senior 
contingent includes guards 
Hannah Jones (5-5) and 
Myla Smith (5-4). "Hannah 
and Myla are scrappy play­
ers with strong work 
ethics," Isnly offered. 

FORTFRYE 
CADETS 

PICTURED IS the 2012-13 Fort Frye Lady Cadets Basketball Team. The team consists of Megan 
Hesson, Mlchella Adkins, Ashley Gerber, Natale Hart, Alexis Enochs, Lexi Skinner, Rachel 
Sebring, Shawntell Parsons, Brooke Borich, Mlcayla Hupp, Jackie Pawloski, Calelgh Fryman, 
Mo!gan Liedtke, Taylor Buchanan, Diedra Combs, Megan Liedtke and Karisa Lang. 

OD LUCK 
J'I CADETS! 

points per 1start and like mg 32-mmute _effm:t. We Not necessarily a potent 
many of het teammates

1
. bave to l~t, rrustakes and scorer though a integral part 

anaccurnte ~h.o.oter from .... '!'illy···, and lim. 1t !J!.~m,.t~ .. o. ~e of Ri. ·.ve. r's _succe.ss is 5-9 
pe~.tJl!~'.~j.b\ . ,;.' ·: ~~;fl¾~'t~~sw:i;"::d:2ii!:'.\,;e~:e~\J Frye Athletic Department ' ' ' ' . L'::::::::~~===~===~~==~~~ 



OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL 
THE TIMES LEADER - Friday, February 8, 2013 - 12 

Ferry, Steu benvi I le clash for 4A title 

BIG 

Photo Courtesy/NEWBROUGH PHOTO 

By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

The third time will defi­
nitely be a charnJ for either 
Martins Ferry or 
Steubenville. 

Saturday afternoon's 
Wheeling Hospital/OV AC 
Basketball Class 4-A 
Championship Game will 

ILLE 
ED 

PICTURED IS the 2012-13 Steubenville Big Red Girls Basketball Team. The team consists of 
Emlley Masloski, Hannah Masloski, Taylor Young, Tania Baker, TShei Smith, D'Zharay Herrln, 
Dominque Wilson, Mytla Barker, Lysalh Rice, Brittany Bodo, Abby Taylor, Janelle Dokes and 
Sierra Porter. 

r---------------------------------7 
1 • GOOD LUCK ALL AREA TEAMS! 

!~DREAM CLEAN 
I "THE COMPANY TO TRUST" I • 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1 WHG. 304-242-2577 • STEUB. 740-282-4816 L---------------------------------J 

serve as the rubber match 
this season between the two 
rivals, with each winning on 
its home floor. 

However, this ti'me 
around Big Red (14-7), the 
top seed, and the third-seed­
ed Purple Riders ( I 3-8) will 
meet for all the marbles 
inside Ohio University 
Eastern's Health and 
Physical Education 
Building with tipoff slated 
for 3 p.m .. 

Following Wednesday 
night's thrilling semifinal 
victory over host Union 
Local, first-year Martins 
Ferry head coach Lindsay 
Coyne said her team has 
received about as much 
respect as Rodney 
Dangerfield during one of 
his stand-up acts. 

"I hope everyone starts 
recognizing that Martins 
Ferry Ls a good basketball 
team," Coyne stressed after 
the 43-42 win over the No. 
2-seeded Jets. "I don't think 
these girls have been getting 
enough credit around the 
Ohio Valley, but we're 
ready to take on the next 

Steubenville, which entered 
the Martins Ferry Holiday 
Tournament unbeaten in I 0 
starts. The Purple Riders 
took care of that with a 6 I -
59 upset win, but Big Red 
evened the score inside its 
Cri~son Center a month 
later, 52-49. 

"It's the rubber match, I 
guess. We split this year," 
Steubenville head coach 
Phil Casinelli said after tak­
ing in Wednesday's semifi­
nal. "They're a great team 
and it's going to be a great 
game. 

"It was a close game 
when we played them down 
there, and it was a close 
game al our place," 
Casinelli added. "We're 
looking forward to the chal­
lenge, and I'm sure they are 
as well,,,. 

Martins Ferry, which has 
won three straight after four 
consecutive setbacks. enters 
the championship contest 
on a roll, while Steubenville 
has struggled of late, losing 
seven of their final 11 out­
ings after the perfect I 0-0 
start. 

level." 
That would 

"They're gritty too," 
be Coyne said of Big Red. 

127 N 4th St, 
Steubenville, OH 43952 

(740) 282-9663 
/ 

GOOD LUCK 
BIG RED! 

OHIO 
VALLEY 
HONDA 

Rt. 7, 
Steubenville 
740-283-3435 

www.ohiovalleyhonda.com 

"They are very similar to us 
in certain ways." 

She said in order for the 
Purple Riders to come out 
on top, they will have to 
duplicate Wednesday 
night's effort. 

"We will have to do all 
the little things right," 
Coyne, a former Martins 
Ferry and Wheeling Jesuit 
University court standout 
continued. "We have to take 
care of the basketball, box 
out and play as hard as we 
have been. 

"We must put a body on 
them when the shot goes up 
because they are a very ath­
letic team." 

Martins Ferry is led by 
returning Division Ill all­
stater Jessica Kinney. The 
5-9 senior averages 21.5 
points per outing and sur­
passed the I ,ODO-point bar­
rier at the end of Inst season. 
She is on pace to finish well 
up on the Riders' all-time 
scoring list. 

"Jess is a player," Coyne 
noted. "She has a great 
sense of the game and has 
really developed into one of 
the premier players in the 
valley." 

Kinney is joined in the 
starting lineup by class­
mates Meghan Rose, Kylie 
Stalder, Shaina Oberdick 
and junior Morgan Stalder. 

See, 4A, Page 14 

EZCARE 
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When You Can't Walt To 

Feel Better 
Steubenville, OH 

7 40-314-5626 ~--
Weirton, WV 
304-224-1096 

Mon,•Fri. 9am-7pm 
Sat. Dam-Spm, Sun. 11am-5pm 

No appointment Necessary 
Most Heallh Insurances Accepted 

Download Intake fonn onllne 
ezcaredlnlcs.com 

Find us on Facebookfj 
Walt times usually less than 

30 minutes! 
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• 6:00 am to 6:00 pm 
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100 Mall Drive, Steubenville 
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Gommllllity Blood Analysis Testing 
Over 30DifferentScreens 
COMPLETE BLOOD SCREENING 

{Cost of Blood Screening $35) 
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Senior Addie Suriano, jun- about my senior leadership. 
ior Dionna Lee, and fresh- (Meghan) Rosie hitting 
men Tyrah King and Sbaye those free throws and Jess 
DeLeonardis round out the wanting the ball in her 
roster. Junior Ashlei Ray bands." 
was Jost early in the season In holding onto the ball, 
due to a knee injury. Union Local opted to foul 

King, although scoring Rose, who drained both the 
only three points, pulled first time around to make it 
down a career-high IO 42-39. Then, a few seconds 
rebounds against Union later, the Purple Riders' 
Local. point guard made it a 4-

"These girls have brought. point cushion, which proved 
it day-in and day-out," to be the game-winning 
Coyne said. ''They've been point as the Jets' Cori 
playing great basketball ... Medley banked borne a trey 
team basketball. They are at the buzzer. 
gritting it out and paying ''That was an outstanding 
attention to all of the little game," Casinelli said. "Both 
things. They are executing teams played very well." 
our offense and defense Big Red, which does not 
they way they are coached." have a senior on their roster, 

Clinging to a precarious is led by juniors Emiley 
I-point lead with time run- Masloski and Mytia Barker. 
ning down, the Purple The 5-6 Masloski is still 
Riders executed their delay recovering from a knee 
game to perfection as injury and still isn't at 100 
Kinney and Rose were the percent. She had IO _points 
primary ballhundlers. in Steubenville's 53-39 

"We p/ayed very smart semifinal win over No. 4 
there at 'the end of the Oak Glen Tuesday night. 
game," Coyne recalled. The 5°8 Barker paced the 
"We were very careful winners with 18 points, and 
about not turning the ball also grabbed nine rebounds. 
over. That just says a lot See, 4A, Page 15 

BELMONT CAREER CENTER 
11 o Fox Shannon Place, St Clairsville, OH 

740-695-9130 

HARRISON CAREER CENTER 
82500 Cadiz Jewett Rd., Cadiz, OH 

740-942--2148 
www.BHCCenters.com 
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STEUBENVILLE (14-7) CLASS 5A 
No. Name Grade Height 
2 Emiley Masloski 11 5-6 
3 Hannah Masloski 9 5-7 
4 Taylor Young 10 5~ 7 
12 Tania Barker 9 5-5 
13 T'Shai Smith 9 5-6 
14 D'Zharay Herrin 9 5-8 
20 Dominique Wilson 11 5-8 
21 Mytia Barker 11 5-8 
22 Lysaih Rice 9 5-9 
23 Brittany Bodo 11 5-9 
24 Abby Taylor 11 5-7 
33 Janelle Dokes • 9 5-8 
44 Sierra Porter 1 O 5-6 
Head Coach: Phil Casinelli 
Assistant Coaches: Mark Masloski, Angie 
Forte 

MARTINS FERRY (13-8) 
No. Name Grade Height 
0 Kylie Stalder. 12 5-6 
4 Mor(Jan Stalder 11 5-6 
5 Addie Suriano 12 5-4 
11 Meghan Rose 12 5-5 
13 Shays Deleonardis 9 5-7 
20 Jessica Kinney 12 5-9 
23 Shaina Oberdick 12 5-9 
25 Ashlei Ray 11 5-10 
33 Dionna Lee 11 5-8 
40 Tyrah Kln(l 9 5-10 
Head Coach: Lindsay Coyne 
Assistant Coaches: Zac Bruney, Jerry 
Magistro. 

Wh8th« yoo ar& e hiJ/r-Sd100I or coh;Je aWe!B, a wookood nnb" or 111 de ~. yoo 
m1ve 11 p;rfonn al ycu- optma,l lewl But wmn ya.J'"M sulwed a sports-ralata:l ir+,uy, your ab&!y ta 

-""'"""'-""""""""'"-~ matter ...tial type ot ~ ~ or amtil!l yru ~. yoo'll fil'ld too a,mprahanslve, 
JlfflOfl8I en you need at Mlchmkl Orthopd;: Cernsr. Ortllope(!k: spaclais:I Jom AMlcJ1aiLl,J, m, 
can lisp r;u gel out cl pm, bad: 11 lhe QIITl8 and bocx lo yois daiy rOOM& [jliddy and laf91y. Ha 

iWJl'iJ~~l3'i11l'fUl'l'&'&!~l1 Ntr!~""""'""""" 
Dr._., ___ .,,,,.,."'"""'"""""-"""""" 
Knee 5iJVe<m, Arthrn!lcopy Assodab of North Amell::a and Iha Or1hopedc Foof and Ankle 
Society. He Im wcrksd wllh Bl kxids of axnpatWve casual a1hlelas. 
he.provkm the llllllll ~' ~ C39 lo oooethle&s!i, II! well. So when )'OU ~ a 
sporm-type ~. you cin bu,{ lir. t&tiabiJ lo deliver h beat possti, c:ara and lllilAI. He can 
reconslJUcl ycu bm ACL or MCL tr~ your 1cm ibll:ier rotator cull Mlh less PIil md BS3 

Efflrsil'F.IC,',ffl!}l/''f~1l'J\"m& IS ALWAYS THE FIRST OPTION 
0,,. Michall5ki takes a o:n58MilYe ~ to 'f'(1,II' cara. This means you wil l'WMlf raceM!I C3f9 or 
mgery lhaf1 Lm8C8SIIII)', 11 also rneM1 U\al Dr. P«.tialskl cny parkmll sugary I rs (m'fy Ille 
beat ctoce forycu ~ Im pmformsnce, 111d he1 uae ntimly nvmlw 
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MICHALSKI 
ORTHOPEDIC 

Ohio V•lley's PremM Total Joint 
& Sports C..ra Cenrer 

90 North 4th Street 
Martins Ferry, OH 43935 

740-633-4790 Fax: 740-6334144 
MlchalsklOrtho.com 
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MORGANTOWN (13-4) 
No. Name Grade 
3 liara Ireland 12 
1 O Sammy Parks 10 
11 Olivia Seggie 10 
12 Leah Taylor 12 
13 Alicia Golden 12 
14 Marla Williams 11 
21 Brie Giuliani 10 
22 Caroline Colombo 12 
23 Haley Holloway 12 
24 Katie Ferrebee 11 
33 Emily Sabatino 12 
40 Madjson Thompson 11 
44 Ashley Holloway 12 
50 Allison Thompson 12 
Head Coach: Adam Hankins 

Height 
5-7 
5-5 
5-4 
5-4 
5-3 
5-7 
5-10 
5-8 
5-9 
5-8 
5-6 
6-0 
5-8 
6-2 

Assistant Coaches: Doug Goodwin, Nick 
Lusk, John Fowkes 

• UNIVERSITY (13-~ 
No. Name Grade Height 
1 Mariah Callen 11 5-5 
3 Cassidy Seamon 11 5-6 
5 Shae Chico 11 5-7 
1 o Sarah Miller 11 5-5 
20 Megan Messiora 12 5-7 
21 Hayley Harrison 12 5-7 
23 Kayla Boggs 12 5-,10 
24 Shelby Boyle 9 5-10 
30 Lexi Kolar 12 5-9 
32 Cortney Mercer 11 6-2 
34 Ricki McCord 11 5-11 
42 McKenley Meadows 11 6-1 
Head Coach: Kamala Meikle . 
Assistant Coaches: Brandon Tate, Brett 
Puckett 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
TO All THE TEAMS 

ON A GREAT 
TOURNAMENT 
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Continued from Page ·14 . 
al positions and she's been 

"Mytia has been having doing well at the point." 
big nights since Emiley's Another threat for 
injury," Casinelli noted. Steubenville is freshman 
"She has stepped up with Hannah Masloski, who 
her tebounding and scoring. knocked down nine points 
We're putting her in unusu- against the Golden Bears. 

"We've had different 
girls step up at different 
times," Casinelli allowed. 
"We've dealt with our share 
of injuries, but different 
girls at different times have 
stepped up in different 

ways, be it on the offensive 
or defensive end of the 
court. 

"We've struggled of 
late," he continued. "We 
had a stretch of games 
where we didn't play so 

well, but the girls have 
stuck to the game plan. We 
played good basketball 
Tuesday night, and hopeful­
ly, we can continue that 
Saturday." 

Saturday's appearance 

will be the third title game 
for Martins Ferry.The 
Purple Riders lost to 
Barnesville and defeated St. 
Clairsville. Big Red is back 
for the first time in four 
years. 

MARTINS PER Y 
U PLERIDERS 

~~t-
'k?o'trPsY 
306 Center St., 

Martins Feny, OH 
(740) 633-3091 

www.Jacobandsonsmeats.com 

~ 
Allstate. 

'tb.J'te lfl good handt. 

Linda M. Brown 
Peraonal Finandal Representative 

Alhrtate Flnanclat S.rvlcea, UC 
114 South 4th Street, 

Martl118 Fany, OH 4393~1406 
Phona: 740.633.5746 

Toll Free: an .546.3227 
Fax: 740.633.5751 

www.allstate.com/llnda:brown 
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HESLOP 
FuNERAL HOME 

www.heslop.com 
Since 1896 

415 Walnut Street 
Martins Feny, Ohio 43935 

7 40-633-1931 

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH 
PICTURED IS the 2012-13 Martins Ferry Lady Riders 
Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are JusUne Schell, 
Shays Deleonardis, Kylie Stalder, Addle Suriano, 
Jessica Kinney and Vanessa Ray, Back row, from left, 
are head coach Lindsay Coyne, Sarah Staats, Morgan 
Carpenter, Tyrah King, Shalna Oberdick, Ashlel Ray, 
Morgan Stalder, Dionna Lee and assistant coach Zac 
Bruney. Not pictured Is Meghan Rose. 

GO LADY RIDER!!! 
BRING THE TITLE BACK TO MFI 
•THEBM!KETBALLPARENT~ 

.Kim 8 Wayne Oglibee 
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SPORTS 

Wheeling Central 
wins 2-A thriller 
By FRED YOUNCE 
For The Times Leader 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - The Wheeling Hospital Oh\o 
Valley Athletic Conference Class 2A boys basketball 
championship game was an instant classic. 

And Wheeling Central Catholic's Justin Hammers 
got to play its hero. 

With 3.3 seconds lefl, Hammers put in a layup off a 
backdoor cut to give the Maroon Knights a 52-50 lead 
over Steubenville Catholic Central. 

The Crusaders called timeout to set up a play, but 
their desperation fullcomt pass was intercepted setting 
off a Maroon Knights' celebration. 

"I've got to give a ton of credit to my kids," said 
Wheeling Central head coach Mel Stephens. "We were 
down eight or nine, and got in a little bit of foul trouble, 
but they kept playing. 

"We made plays when we had to. We got a few stops. 
Made some big plays on offense when we had to, and 
were just able to hang around to have the ball in our 
hands at the end for the win." 

Added Crusaders head coach Sean Tucker of the final 
pass, "That last play of the game was drawn up for an 
out-of-bounds play. Not having a timeout, I would have 
liked to call timeout and call something different 
because they did a good job of taking away the player 
Brenton (Colabella) was going to. 

" That puts my kid in a bad situation to have my kid 
throw the ball on the break, and that falls on me. In that 
situation, with no timeoµts, I have to have them ready 
with a different play if they go to that, and, quite hon­
estly, I didn't." 

The play leading to the Hammers' bucket looked to 
be going the Crusaders way at its inception·. The 
Knights' leading scorer, Chase Harler, started with the 
ball in his hands, but a Crusaders' double-team knocked 
the ball away from the star freshman. Unfortunately for 
the Crusaders, the Maroon Knight regained control and 
got the ball to David Park who dished to Hammers for 
the game-winner. 

"What we were trying to do was double him 
(Hader)," said Tucker. "We clearly hit the ball, it could 
have wel)t our way, and it bounced the opposite way. 
because our guy's adrenaline was taking him to the 
other side of the floor. 

"So hel(Hammers) slipped back door and scored." 
Steubenville Central kept control of the game defen­

sively in lthe first half, holding the Maroon Knights to 
just 17 ~oints in the game's first 16 minutes. Hader 
was forced to sit for the final 3:45 of the first-half after 
picking tip his third foul, and Stephens took his team 

• out of their normal man-to-man defense and switched to 
a zone. 

"They're very deliberate," said Stephens. "Sean does 
a great job with those guys. They're very deliberate 
against the man, and we got in foul trouble which made 
us switch, to the zone, qnd that slowed them down a lit­
tle more.; I thought we did fairly well in the zone. I 
thought ')'here they hurt us was where they kept it to 
one side for a couple passes and then reversed it to the 
other side. • 

"They ,were able to knock those shots down. We 
made a li!tle bit of an adjustment in the first half to. get 
keep our wi11g guys oui on that, and in the second half 
we had to go with our bread and butter. You have to be 
able to gbard people man-to-man, and we basically 
tried to come out and not let them take shots without a 
hand in tl1eir face, or let them dribble-drive to the mid­
dle. I thought we did a good job of that, and if you can 
rebound on top of that you're doing a good job." • 

At intermission Ryan Fletcher led the Crusaders with 
nine points, Harler had six for the Maroon Knights, and 
Steubenville Central led 22-17. 

Wheeling Central pulled back within two entering the 
final quarter after falling behind by as many as eight the 
third stanza. Harler led a balanced attack with five 
points in the quarter. Fletcher kept his team in the lead 
with a 10-point quarter. 

The fourth quarter saw the two teams swing at each 
other li)<e heavyweight prizefighters until the score was 
tied again for the first time since 2-2 when the Maroon 
Knights' Brandon Wallace knotted the action at 45 \vith 
2:41 remaining. . 

Park hit a three for Wheeling Central to give his team 
their first lead if the game at 48-45. Zach Herrington 
tied the game back up at 48 with a three of is own, and 
Park took the lead back at 50-48 with another bucket 
with 49 seconds left. 

Herrington followed his own miss and was fouled on 
the attempt at a put back. 

He stepped to the line and calmly knocked down both 
shots at the 28.4-second mark setting up Hammers 
heroics. 

"Neither team quit," said Tucker. "It's about both 
teams. I've heard all week about Wheeling Central, 
Wheeling Central. Well we're Steubenville Central. We 
came down here to earn respect. That's what we came 
here to do. These kids worked so hard. There is a team 
that played against Wheeling Central and that is 
Steubenville Central. 

"These kids played their hearts out today. The out­
come of this game, I don't want to point fingers, the 
outcome of this game should be going to these kids 
behind me. 

"They played their hearts out. There were a couple 
breakdowns, but that happens with high school kids. As 
far as it goes this is Steubenville Catholic Central, they 
nJnvP-rl hnrrl tnrlnv " 

OVAC boys 
hoops has 
reached 
cut-off day 

The time has come. 
It's time to put the final tabulations 

together and announce the pairings and 
brackets for the Wheeling Hospital 
OV AC Boys Basketball Championship. 

Well, actually the time comes 
Wednesday morning when the basketball 
committee will meet at the OV AC office 
to set the semi-final pairings and conso-
lation pairings. , 

Today, however, is the official cut-off i 
for the standings in the race to earn a 

spot in the top four. 
Unfortunately, the 

weather isn't cooperating 
as most schools in the 
Ohio Valley are once 
again closed due to 

weather. 
It'll be interesting to 

see if any games get 
played this evening. 

SET TASKEY It'll especially be 
From the interesting to see 

Scprer's Table: what the teams that 
are on the edge of 

being in or out of the top four elect to do. 
For instance, several of the races are 

tight both in terms of what four will be in 
along with what two will host gmnes. 

The tightest race is in Class IA where 
Beallsville jumped into the fourth spot 
this week. The Blue Devils were sched­
uled to play Monday, but it was post­
poned and are slated to visit Paden City 
today. 

Coach Casey Tolzda's team holds a 
slim 36 hundredths of a point lead on 
Trinity Christian, which is slated to play 
Linsly today. 

In Class 2A, Cameron is trying to 
make a late charge. The Dragons, who 
host Bishop Donahue this evening, are 
currently in the fifth spot and trail 
Shadyside by 1 .40 points in the average 
column. The·Tigers are set to host 
Wheeling Central, which is one spot 
ahead of the Orange. 

In Class 3A, all sorts of possibilities 
remain. This has been the most balanced 
and competitive class all season. It's 
really been tough to get a handle on and 
the late surge of Fort Frye has done noth­
ing but muddy the waters further. 

The top three teams - Buckeye Trail, 
Magnolia and River - are basically 
locked into the field, but not their seed. 
River trails Magnolia by 1.14 points. 
The Pilots are slated to host Monroe 
Central and the Blue Eagles have com­
pleted their pre-OV AC schedule. 

Speaking of the Seminoles, they've 
been on a bit of a slide lately. They trail 
Fort Frye by 1.04 points for the final 
spot. 

Going to be interesting today in 
Switzerland of Ohio because both 
schools need the game for different rea­
sons. Remember, Monroe Central 
thumped River in December. 

The Class 4A field is set. The top four 
teams are clearly in and the top two 
teams have clearly wrapped up a home 
game. St. Clairsville, Steubenville, 
Harrison Central and Martins Ferry will 
vie for the 4A banner next week. 

The 5A field is also seemingly set 
with Morgantown, Parkersburg South, 
Indian Creek and University. 

SPEAKING OF OVAC PAIRINGS 
I've been at these meetings when 

those consolation pairings are set. It's a 
tedious process and I can honestly say 
I've never seen a member of the commit­
tee have any sort of agenda. 

Obviously, there are goiog to be teams 
and schools unhappy about their assign­
ments for the consolation pool. But, 
someone has to make a lengthy trip and 
someone has to play teams bigger than 
them and some have to play teams that 
are better than they are. 

Maybe, just maybe, you go to a new 
place and you'll discover a new rivalry 
because let's be honest, each year there 
are schedule changes for basically every 
school. It never hurts to play someone 
different. 

I guess the ultimate advice would be 
qualify for the top four and then you 
don't have to worry about putting your 
schedule in someone else's hands. 

It was good to see some new schools 
back in the fold for the tournament this 
season. 

After seeing Cambridge last Saturday, 
T ~:m hnnP:~tlv i::rtlf 1t'i:: ~ 1.h~mP thP 

A look back 
at the OVAC 
Tournament 

It's been quite a month of sports in the 
Ohio Valley. 

All of the winter sports champions have 
been crowned ... finally. 

The quest for the OV AC pennant for 
basketball, wrestling, swim­

ming and cheering wrapped 
up last weekend with the 
sixth annual Wheeling 
)fospital OVAC Boys 
Basketball Championships 

at Ohio University Eastern. 
It was once again quite a 

day of hoops. All but two of 
the games came 
down to the wire and 
were highly entertain­

Scorer's Table: ing. The crowds were 
decent, but not as 

good as they were in 2012. 
I took in the first tl1ree gan1es of the day 

and was highly impressed with both 
Steubenville Central and Wheeling 
Central. 

Personally, I think it'll be the same two 
teams in the title game next year. Both ros­
ters are underclass dominated. Steubenville 
Central, which visits Bridgeport in a 6:30 
varsity only contest tonight, is a feisty bas­
ketball team. I really like how they play 
and love the intensity with which Sean 
Tucker coaches. 

Wheeling Central, meanwhile, is a team 
that's steadily improved and that trend 
continued against the Crusaders. Trailing 
much of the way, Central rallied for a late 
victory and the 2A crown. 

Freshman Chase Harler is going to be a 
very special player before it's all said and 
done. He's already doing big things and 
he's only going to be get better. Junior 
David Park is extremely talented as well. 
He'. s got a nice frame and is a very adept 
penmeter shooter. 

In tl1e Class 3A game, Magnolia simply 
took Buckeye Trail behind the woodshed. 
The Blue Eagles were too big for the 
Warriors, who have a very nice club. 

Senior standout Mark Winters, who I 
believe is the premier player on the West 
Virginia side of the river this winter, sad­
dled up the Blue Eagles. He did have some 
help though as senior standout Stephen 
Rogalski played exceptionally well. 

The Warriors, however, will be a team 
to keep an eye on in the Division III sec­
tional at Meadowbrook. 

St. Clairsville and Steubenville was a 
track meet as advertised. The Red Devils 
~vercame not having a field goal in the 
fmal quarter to win their second straight 
title. 

It was a very entertaining game going 
end-to-end, but it got a little sloppy. Both 
teams turned the ball over more times than 
they're accustomed. St. C. didn't shoot it 
as well as they normally do but 
Steubenville couldn't get much going from 
tl1e perimeter, either. 

Though he was bottled up late, senior 
standout Dan Monteroso turned in another 
brilliant effort as he's done so many times 
during his career. But, he wasn't alone. 
Riley Carlton returned from an injury to 
play well. Dylan Campbell gave good min­
utes off the bench, while Jerrid Marhefka 
and Adam Jeffries were steady as always. 

As we've written counties~ times in this 
space over the years, this basketball tour­
nament has a chance to be something real­
ly special. It's continuing to get better and 
tile more teams who experience it, the bet-
ter it will be. 1 



By FRED YOUNCE 
For The Times Leader 

ST, CLAIRSVILLE - The Wheeling Hospital Ohi,o 
Valley Athletic Conference Class 2A boys basketball 
championship game was an instant classic. 

And Wheeling Central Catholic's Justin Hammers 
got to play its hero. 

With 3. 3 seconds left, Hammers put in a layup off a 
backdoor cut to give the Maroon Knights a 52-50 lead 
over Steubenville Catholic Central. 

The Crusaders called timeout to s.c\ up a play, but 
their desperation fullcourt pass was intercepted setting 
off a Maroon Knights' celebration. 

"I've got to give a ton of credit to my kids," said 
Wheeling Central head coach Mel Stephens. "We were 
down eight or nine, and got in a little bit of foul trouble, 
but they kept playing. 

"We made plays when we had to. We got a few stops. 
Made some big plays on offense when we had to, and 
were just able to hang around to have the ball in our 
hands at the end for the win." 

Added Crusaders head coach Sean Tucker of the final 
pass, "That last play of the game was drawn up for an 
out-of-bounds play. Not having a timeout, I would have 
liked to call timeout and call something different 
because they did a good job of taking away the player 
Brenton (Colabella) was going to. 

" That puts my kid in a bad situation to have my kid 
throw the ball on the break, and that falls on me. In that 
situation, with no timeouts, I have to have them ready 
with a different play if they go to that, and, quite hon-
estly, I didn't" 

The play leading to the Hammers' bucket looked to 
be going the Crusaders way at its inception. The 
Knights' leadipg scorer, Chase Harler, started with the 
ball in his hands, but a Crusaders' double-team knocked 
the ball away from the star freshman. Unfortunately for 
the Crusaders, the Maroon Knight regained control and 
got the ball to David Park who dished to Hammers for 
the game-winner. 

"What we were trying to do was double him 
(Harler)," said Tucker. "We clearly hit the ball, it could 
have went our way, and it bounced the opposite way. 
because our guy's adrenaline was taking him to the 
other side of the floor. 

"So he (Hammers) slipped back door and scored." 
Steubenville Central kept control of the game defen­

sively in the first half, holding the Maroon Knights to 
just 17 points in the game's first 16 minutes. Harler 
was forced to sit for the final 3:45 of the first-half after 

. picking up his third foul, and Stephens took his team 
out of their normal man-to-man defense and switched to 
a zone. "They're very deliberate," said Stephens. "Sean does 
a great job with those guys. They're very deliberate 
against the man, and we got in foul trouble which made 
us switch to. the zone, and that slowed them down a lit­
tle more. I thought we did fairly well in the zone. I 
thought where they hurt us was where they kept it to 
one side for a couple passes and then reversed it to the 
other side. 

"They were able to knock those shots down. We 
made a little bit of an adjustment in the first half to get 
keep our wi~g guys out on that, and in the second half 
we had to gp with our bread and butter. You have to be 
able to guard people man-to-man, and we basically 
tried to come out and not let them take shots without a 
hand in their face, or let them dribble-drive to the mid­
dle. I thought we did a good job of that, and if you can 
rebound on. top of that you're doing a good job." • 

At intermission Ryan Fletcher led the Crusaders with 
nine points, Harler had six for the Maroon Knights, and 
Steubenville Central led 22-17. 

Wheeling Central pulled back within two entering the 
final quarter after falling behind by as many as eight the 
third stanza. Harler led a balanced attack with five 
points in the quarter. Fletcher kept his team in the lead 
with a 10-point quarter. 

The fourth quarter saw the two teams swing at each 
other like heavyweight prizefighters until the score was 
tied again for the first time since 2-2 when the Maroon 
Knights' Brandon Wallace knotted the action at 45 with 
2:41 remaining. 

Park hit a three for Wheeling Central to give his team 
their first lead if the game at 48-45. Zach Herrington 
tied the game back up at 48 with a three of is own, and 
Park took the lead back at 50-48 with another bucket 
with 49 seconds left 

Herrington followed his own miss and was fouled on 
the attempt at a put back. 

He stepped to the line and calmly knocked down both 
shots at the 28.4-second mark setting up Hammers 
heroics. "Neither team quit," said Tucker. "It's about both 
teams. I've heard all week about Wheeling Central, 
Wheeling Central. Well we're Steubenville Central. We 
came down here to earn respect That's what we came 
here to do. These kids worked so hard. There is a team 
that played against Wheeling Central and that is 
Steubenville Central. 

"These kids played their hearts out today. The out-
come of this game, I don't want to point fingers, the 
outcome of this game should be going to these kids 
behind me. 

"They played their hearts out. There were a couple 
breakdowns, but that happens with high school kids. As 
far as it goes this is Steubenville Catholic Central, they 
played hard today." 

Harlan led the Maroon Knights with an 18-point, 10-
rebound performance. Park joined him in double figures 
with 12 points and added five assists. Wallace added 
10 points and five boards. 

Fletcher led all scorers with 21 points while adding 
four rebounds. Herrington scored 11 and pulled down 
six bo.ards. The Crusaders had eight steals with Michael 
Barber snatching three and Michael Carapellotti swip-
ing a pair. 

The time has come 
It's time to p t th • 

together and ann~u e f~al t~~ulations 
brackets for the ;g t ~ pamngs and 
OVAC Boys Basketbalt~~ng Hospital 

Well, actuall amp10nship. 
Wednesda mo • Y the llme comes 
committe/ will:~~~ :i~~n ~e basketball 
to set the semi-final ... e V AC office 
lation pairings. pamngs and conso-

Today howev • 
for the s'tanding~r,i~s t~e official cut-off / 

. e race to earn a 
spot m the top four 

Unfortunately th 
weather isn't cooperatin: 
as 1!1Dst schools in the ; 
Oh1_o Valley arc once 
agarn closed due to 

weather. 
s ICU be interesting to 
ee if any games get 

SET •· played this evenin 
' TASKEY It'll especially bg; 

From the rnterestin t • 
Scprer's Table; what the te~m~ ~ea~ 

being in or out of the ~~e in the edge of 
For instance P our elect to do. 

tight both in te~se~ira~_of the r~ces are 
along with what tw V.:11at four will be in 

Th 
. o WI host game 

e tightest race i • 
5

• 
B~allsville jumped in:U ~~ass IA where 
this week. The Blu DO .1 e fourth spot 
uled to play Mon e evi s _were sched­
poned and ar I day, bIHH was post­
today. e s ated to v1s1t Paden City 

Coach Casey T I d , 
slim 3 6 hundred!~ z ; s te~m holds a 
Trinity Christian ws .0 ~ pomt lead on 
Linsly today. ' hich IS slated to play 

In Class 2A c make a late ch-' ameron is trying to 
host Bishop Di~~~- The_ Dragons, who 
currently in the /?t~h1s evening, arc 
Shadyside by 1 40 

1 . s.pot and trail 
column. The·/!". pomts m the average 
Wheeling Centr~Yers ~re ~et to host 
ahead of th O ' which IS one spot 

e range 
In Class 3A all • 

remain. This h~s be:ir: of possibilities 
and competitive class :11ost balanced 
really been tou h season. It's 
the late surge or F~~ ¥,et a :andle on and 
ing but muddy th rye as done noth-

Th t 
e waters further. 

e op three teams B Magnolia and Riv - uckeye Trail, 
lo~ked into the fielr b - are ba_sically 
River trails Ma noiia ut not therr seed. 
The Pilots are fiated ?y t 14 pomts. 
Central and the Bl o ost Monroe ' 
pleted their pre-OVAueCEaghles have corn-

s eak. sc edule. 

b 
P mg of the Seminoles the , 

een on a bit f I'd , Y ve 
Fort Frye by 01 g; 1 e_ lately. They trail 
spot. • pornts for the final 

Going to be • t • 
Switzerland o/t~:esirng today in 
schools need the JO ecause both 
sons R b game for different rea-

. emem er M 
thumped River in D~ce ~nroe Central 

t 
The Class 4A field i~e~~-The top ' 

earns are clear! • ,our 
teams have clear? ~ and the top two 
game. St. Clairivi1f:Pi;td ug a h_ome 
Hamson Central and ' . eu env11le, 
vie for the 4A banner :::ms r erry will 

The SA field • . I wee • 
with Mor a Is a so seemingly set 
Indian Cre~kn~nodwUn, Park~rsburg South, 

S 
mvers1ty 

PEAKING OF OVAC. 
I've been at these mee~!1RINGS 

those consolation pa· • gs when 
tedious process and ,~m?s are set. It's a 
I've never seen a memb~~~r~nestly s~y 
tee have any sort of a d e commit-

ob 
. gen a. 

v10usly there • 
and schools ~nha ar~ gomg to. be teams 
ments for the cEPY ab~ut their assign­
someone has to m~ola\10n pool. But, 
someone has to pla; t" engthy trip and 
them and some hav earns bigger than 
are better than they a~eto play teams that 

Maybe, just maybe • 
place and you'll d' ' you go to a new 
because let's be h Iscover a new rivalry 
are schedul onest, each year there 
s?hool. It :e~~:nii:tt~~ ba1sically every 
different, P ay someone 

I guess the ulf • 1 • 
qualify for the t':pa r° advice would be 
don't have to wo our and then you 
schedule in someo~ e~~~.~tlutdting your 

It was good t an s. 
back in the folct° f~~et;ome new schools 
season e tournament this 

I c~~e~~~e:~n C~mbridfe last Saturday, 
Bobcats have el~ct:d n~t ~ a sh_a!lle the 

I've not seen W l . o part1c1pate. 
but the T' e lsv11le this season 
all seaso;.gers have led the 2A standingi 

However they' • 
ment. The OHSA: 1t m the tourna­
games. a · owed two extra 

du~ficipation should have been a slam 

See, OVAC, Page 82 

OVAC tourney 
makes every 
game intense 

A few years back, the ov AC 
crowned its basketball champions strict. 
ly on paper. 

There w~s no fanfare, no rea] sense 
of accomphshment because often times 
the t,eams and fans didn't even realize 
they d won until tl,e season had ended. 

Ho_wever, when the OV AC made the 
dec1~1on to add the basketball champi­
onship, the quest for the conference title 
h.as become a dog-eat-dog battle for 
first and second level points and causes 
a_ lot of scoreboard watching every 
mght. 

I'd be willing to bet the standings 
page on the OV AC website garners the 
mos'. hits of a~ything on the site as peo­
ple ,ire c?ntmually checking to see 
where their team stands as it pursues a 
spot m the coveted top four of their 
respective class. 

We know for sure most of 
the coaches are keeping 
· track closely of their 
own divisions and oppo­
nents as they look to 
add up bonus points 
which may prove to b~ 

the ultimate difference 
between being in the 

tournament or relegated 

S 
' ..... to the consolation 

ETH $TASKEY bracket. 
From the It's probably 

Press Box: still a little too 
early to begin to 

be_ a prognosticator for matchups, but I 
tlunk we know enough to sunuise that 
Morgantown an.d St. Clairsville are the 
clear-cut favontes in Classes SA and 
4A, respectively . 

_Th~ ~ohiga".s, who are led by West 
V1rgmta rec_rmt Nathan Adrian, just 
kn?cked oft powerful Martinsburg 
which was ranked No. 1 in the Clas~ 
AAA rankmgs. 

St. Clairsville's only loss came on a 
buzzer beater to Columbus Africentric 
The Red Devils are the defending 
champwns m the class with every play­
er back and have already beaten the 
other_c~rrent members of the top four in 
a dec1s1ve manner. 

The _other three classes are wide-
0J?en, m my opinion. That's a good 
thm_g for the OV AC when you consider 
mtr1gue, which leads crowds and atmos­
phere at the title games, which are slat­
ed for Feb. I 6 at Ohio University­
Eastcrn. 
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VAC boys tourney pairings established 
By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Editor 

their two consolation games by the basket' 
ball committee. 

late charge to earn a trip into the top four. 
The Blue Devils, who lost in the title game 
last season, are 9-9. 

fields. 
Buckeye Trail finished as the top see, 

with a 12-4 mark. The Warriors will we! 
come Monroe Central, which edged pas 
Fort Frye after it lost to Vincent Warren 01 
Tuesday, in the semifinal. Magnoli, 
earned the second seed and will hos 
River. 

The brackets and pairings are set for the 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC Boys 
Basketball Championship. 

A new champion is guaranteed in four 
of the five classes as defending champions 
in all but 4A didn't qualify for the tourna­
ment. 

The other semifinal finds Conotton 
Valley (11-6) hosting Paden City (11-5) 

in one of the lengthiest trips of the semi­
final round. The tournament, which opens Tuesday, 

was finalized at a meeting Wednesday 
morning at the OV AC office in Bellaire. 

The championship games for the boys' 
event will be held on Feb. 16 at Ohio 
University Eastem's Health and Physical 
Education Center. 

The only defending champion in 
the field is St. Clairsville, which is 
the top seed in 4A. The Red 
Devils, who are 15-2 on the sea­
son, will welcome fourth-seeded 
Martins Ferry. 

In Class 2A, Steubenville 
Catholic earned the top seed after 
posting a 14-4 record. The 
Crusaders of Coach Sean Tucker 

will host Cameron, which edged 

The Blue Eagles (11-4) lost twice to th, 
Pilots (I 3-4) during the regular season. 

In Class SA, Morgantown (13-3) earne, 
the top seed. 

The top seeds for the tournament are: 
Bishop Donahue (IA), Steubenville 
Catholic Central (2A), Buckeye Trail 
(3A), St. Clairsville (4A) and Morgantown 
(SA). 

The other game in that class pits 
second-seeded Steubenville against third­
seeded Hanison Central. 

past Shadyside, on the strength of 
late bonus points. 
The Dragons, who are 8-6, edged out 

the Tigers by 16 hundredths of a point. 

It'll be a battle of Motown in the semi 
finals as the Mohigans welcome 
University ( 12-5). The other semifina 
finds Parkersburg South (l 4-3) welcomini 
Indian Creek (13-4 ). 

Big Red is 14-4 on the season, while 
Harrison Central checked in with a 14-5 
record. 

The other semifinal pits. second-seeded 
Clay-Battelle (I 0-4) against third-seeded 
Wheeling Central (9-11 ). 

The balance of the pairings c,ln be foum 
on Page B4. The top two seeds in each class will host 

their semifinal games, while the teams that 
didn't qualify in the top four were assigned 

In Class IA, Bishop Donahue earned 
the top seed. The Bishops are I 0-6 and 
will welcome Beallsville, which made a 

The 3A field appears, on paper, to be 
one of the most balanced and competitive 

Staskev can be reached a 
sstaskey@ti111esleaderonline.com 
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e Sched1Jling -----
continued from Page B1 

Media day ror the semi-final winni1.1g teams is still up i~1 
the air. It was originally scheduled tor Wednesday, so 11 
could be held Thursday if all of the games are played. . . 

Only classes 2A and 4A have games scheduled on d1t­
fcrent days. Wheeling Central and Clay-Battelle WIii clash 
this evening, while Bridgeport and Shadyside will meet 
Wednesday night with the reserve game tipping at 6, p.m. 

In Class 4A, number one seeded Steubenville will host 
Oak Glen this evening at 6:30, while Martins Ferry will 
visit Union Local in a 6 p.m. varsity only encounter 
Wednesday. 

In Class I A, Morgantown Trimly will make the lengthy 
trip to Conotton Valley on Wednesday. SL John Central 
will host Madonna in a 7 p.m. varsity only game that same 
evening. 

In Class 3A, both the River vs. Shenandoah and Fort 
Frye vs. Monroe Central will clash on Wednesday ~ight.. 

The SA schools will play this evenmg. U111vcrS1ty will 
host John Marshall and Morgantown will welcome Indian 
Creek. 

While it's not been affected by weather, the second 
annual Bill Hinegardner OVAC Dual Wrestling 
Tournament has also been altered. 

The tournament, which was originally scheduled for 
Wednesday at Wesllanco Arena in downtown Wheeling, 
has been shifted to a two-day event bctng held at both 
John Marshall and Steubenville high schools on 
Wednesday and Thursday, respectively. 

The chnn°e occurred because or a conflict with the 
inaugural Ol~io High School Athletic /\ssoc1ation Duals. 
which both Shadyside and Steubenv11lc arc still competmg 
in. 

Wednesday's action at the JM Fieldhouse will feature 
classes SA and 3A competing. Two semifinal duals will 
be contested in each class and then the championship and 
consolation final will follow. 

The 31\ field will feature Barnesville agamst Monroe 
Central in one semifinal and River against Tyler 
Consolidated in the other semifinal. 

The SA tournament Wheeling Park against 
Morgantown and defending champion John Marshall 
against Brooke. . 

At Steubenville, host Big Red is the top seed 111 the 4A 
field. They will battle Martins Perry. The other semifinal 
is Harrison Central against Oak Glen. 

In the I A/2A field, Shadyside will take on Toronto and 
Steubenville Central will meet Caldwell. 

The wrestling at both sites is scheduled ror 6 p.m. 
Staskev ca11 bti reached at 

sstaskey ® timesleaderoflline .com 

Czuchran powers BL; 
Shoemaker leads SJC 

Junior Brennan Czuchran scored a 
career-hi.gh 25 points and pulled down a 
season-high 13 rebounds in leading home­
standing Buckeye Local to a 70-54 victory 
over S.henando.ah Tuesday night in a 
Wheelmg Hospital OV AC Consolation 
Round game in Connorvillc. 

Tigers (10-11). Ryan Richardson added 
16 and Austin Dorris 11. 

Shadyside travels to Monistown Friday 
night to meet Union Local. 

Madonna 65, Bridgeport 55 
. At Weirton, the Blue Dons (7-12) made 
1t 2 of 3 aiiainst the visiting Bulldogs this 
season with theu Wheeling Hospital 
OV AC Consolation Round triumph. 

Kyle Michale added I 7 markers and 
Shane Duncan 10 as the Panthers (10-10) 
led 41-24 at the half before watching the 
Zeps pull to within 53-47 at the end of 
three panels. 

Dallas Fields paced Bridgeport with 16 
points. Aaron Roth and QJ Williams had 
11 apiece. 

The Panthers travel to Barnesville 
tonight for another consolation round 
game. 

Bridgeport hosts Weir Friday. 
Caldwell 66, Bellaire 58 

At Caldwell, the Redskins ( 4-15) got 3 5 
pomts from standout Jonathan Wiechman 
and went o~ to post a 66-58 victory 
agamst Bellarre (3-1 7) in an OV AC con­
solation game Tuesday night. 

Class 2A 
Championship Semifinals 

Steubenville Central 81, Cameron 42 
STEUBENVILLE - Sean Tucker's 

club shot a tonid 53 percent from the floor 
(29 of 55) to. easily dispose of Cameron, 
81-42, and chnch a bert11 in Saturday's 10 
a.n:i. title game on the campus of Ohio 
Umvers1ty Eastern. The Crusaders will be 
looking for revenge when they square off 
against Wheeling Central. 

Ryan Fletcher took game scoring honors 
wHh 22. Zach Herrington added 15 and 
Michael Barber I 3. Michael Manfresca 
finished with eight. Brenton Colabella 
scored just three points but dished out five 
of Central's 21 assists. Henington hauled 
do"'.n eight of his team's 34 rebounds. In 
addition to its outstanding shooting night 
from the floor, Central also went 17 for 23 
from the charity stripe. 

The Big Reds were led by junior Kenny 
Hess (20) and Nathan Steele (15). 

Bellaire is in action Thursday at 
Buckeye Local and will host Oak Glen 
Friday. 

Wheeling _Park 73, East Liverpool 39 
At East Liverpool, Ryan Reinbeau frred 

in a game-high 20 points behind three 3s 
as Wheeling Park hammered East 
Liverpool. 

Mark Walker and Hunter Chambers 
both scored 12 for the Dragons, now 10-8. 
Routt ended with 11, grabbed seven 
rebounds and blocked seven shots 

Wl1eeling Central 72, Clay-Battclle 60 
BLACKSVILLE - Chase Hurler con­

til!ued his impr~ssive freshman campaign 
with a 26-pomt outing as Wheeling 
Centra_I defeated Clay-Battellc. 

Justm Hammers added 14 points behind 
fou.r 3s for the Maroon Knights (10-11) 
while David Park finished with 12. ' 

Logan Opyoke led the Cee-Bees with 
19 points. 

Consolation Pool 
St. John 56, Valley 50 

At Bellaire, the Irish hung on for a 56-
50 victory against invading Valley in an 
OV AC consolation contest Tuesday 
evenmg. 

The Irish were led by senior D.J. 
Shoe1:1aker who scored 32 points. Alex 
Francis donated 13 points and John Alvey 
went for seven. 

Trinity 73, Shadyside 71 OT 
At Shadyside, the Warria'rs (I 0-8) 

scored with five seconds remaining in the 
extra session, but the Tigers were unable 
to g~\ the last shot to dfop on a Wheeling 
Hospital OVAC Consolation Round con­
test. 

!=ody Triplett meshed 36 of Trinity's 
pomts. 

Adam Stupak poured in 22 to lead the 

Chahner Moffett added 14 points for 
the Patriots (8-10), while Luke Saseen fin­
ished with 13. 

Hayden Cunningham paced the Potters 
(6-14) with 15 points. 

Brooke 65, Linsly 47 
At Wheeling, Thomas Cole had 14 

pomts and IO rebounds as Brooke defeat­
ed Linsly. 

Russel Schwertfeger added 15 points 
four steals and four assists for •the Bruin; 
(13-7), while Ryan Heaton chipped in 10 
pomts. 

Jabri Blount led the Cadets (9-11) with 
18 points, while Anthony Wallace and 
Toddy Goodwin-Rowe finished with I I 
and IO points, respectively. 
Hnndred 62, East Richland Christian 60 

At St. Clairsville, Rusty Morris stuffed 
the stat sheet with 17 points 16 rebounds 
and nine assists as Hundred edged East 
Richland Christian. 

Brandon Amrstong backed Morris with 
a game-high 2 7 points and seven boards 
for the Hornets (5-11). 

Grant Bruner hit four 3s on the way to 
22 to foad ERC, while Joel Mott had five 
3s of his own to total 20 points. 

Edison 62, Weir 55 
At Weirton, Alec Jones had a i;ame-high 

2 I points as Edison defeated Weir. 
Dylan Jones added 12 points for the 

Wddcats, wlule J.D. Howell chipped in 
mne. 

Josh Groves led the Red Riders with 16 
pomts. 

Toronto 37, Oak Glen 25 . 
At New Manchester, Tyler Owens hit 

two 3s on the way to IO points as Toronto 
beat Oak Glen. : 

.Mau McLaughlin led the Golden Bears 
with nme pomts. 
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Wheeling Hospital OVAC Boys Basketball Championships 

Red Devils 
1 repeat in 4A 

• St. C. squeaks past Big Red 
for conference championship 

By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - It dido 't take quite as 
Jong for St. Clairsville to earn its second Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference Championship as it did ----------1 its first 

The Red Devils put the cap on a brilliant 19-2 ,.,....., _______ -f regular season by making it back-to-back in the 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC Boys Basketball 
Championship. • · 

St. Clairsville took Steubenville's best shot 
actually several shots - before posting a hard­
earned 62-58 victory in front of a jam-packed 
crowed at Ohio University Eastern's Health and 
Physical Education Center Saturday afternoon. 

"It's very special to repeat," said St. C. head 
coach Kim Clifford. "You hear coaches at different 
levels talk about how tough it can be to get the first 
one, but staying there is an even tougher task. It's 
jnst a tribute for these kids." 

The Red Devils• victory completed the season 
...,....,.-i sweep of Big Red, but the latest meeting was much 

more difficult seeing that the Devils won by more 
than 20 during their clash in Belmont County last 
month. • • • 

"We expected a battle," Clifford said. "We 
designed our (regular-season) schedule to play in a 
Jot of big games to prepare us for these types of 
games and I think that paid off for us today." 

Each time it appeared as'if St. C. was on the 
brink of pulling away from Big Red, Steubenville 
answered and it usually did it with a defensive 
tenacity that forced .the Devils into an uncharacter­-------::-c-:::-,...,-==='=' istic 18 turnovers. 

1, ' T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER Plus, Steubenville held St. C. without a field goal ST, CLAIRSVILLE'S Jarrid Marhefka sails to the basket as a pair of in the fourth quarter. However, the Devils cashed Steubenville defenders look on Saturday afternoon during the Wheeling 14-of-16 from the charity stripe, which kept Big Hospital OVAC Boys Basketball Championships at Ohio University Red at bay down the stretch. Eastern. The Red Devils held off Big Red, 62-58, for the 4-A crown. 
Additional images can be found at cu.tlmesleaderonl/ne.com See, DEVILS, Page C2 

Magn9lia too big and strong for Trail in 3A 
By JEFF HARRl$ON 75-53 conql)est of Trail in the Class 3A utive Class 3A championship game (the For The Times Leader title game of the Wheeling Hospital OV AC Eagles also won the title in 2 0 I I), 

ST. CLAIRSVIBLE - A brief 10-sec­
ond "exchange of words" during an early 
second quarter time-out between Magnolia 
High head coach Dave Tallman and his top 
performer - Mark Winters - apparently 
lit a fire in the Blue Eagle senior's belly 
and the result was trouble for Buckeye 
Trail. 

After a scoreless first quarter, Winters 
exploded in the second period en route to a 
30-point outburst which led Magnolia to a 

Basketball Championships at Ohio improved its record to 14-4 while Trail, in 
University Eastern on Saturday. the title game for the first time, dropped to 

"Mark and I have been through the wars 13-7. 
together," said Coach Tallman. "He's been Senior Stephen Rogalski paced Magnolia 
a part of 70-some wins with us and things in the early-going, tallying seven points in 
like that are going to happen. I'm sure he the first quarter as the Blue Eagles moved 
even argues with his parents sometimes. on top, 15-11. 

"Mark gave us his usual effort," the Trail got off to a slow start offfensively 
Magnnolia coach continued. "It was a by bitting just 4-of-15 shots including !­
'quiet' 30, but it was also a total team of-7 from three-point range, a sign of 
effort out there today." things to come. 

Magnolia, appearing in its fourth consec- • See, 3A, Page C3 
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Danica fastest in Daytona 500 practice 
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (AP) - The front row for the Feb. 24 sea-

If two practices are any indication, son-opening Daytona 500 will be set 

Danica Patrick is a solid candidate to in Sunday's time trials. The rest of 

win the pole for the Daytona 500. the field is set next Thursday after a 

Patrick turned the fastest lap pair of qlllllifying races. 

Saturday in a pair of practice sessions Patrick said it would be an accom­

focused solely on qualifying for the plishment for her Stewart-Haas 

Daytona 500. She went I 96.220 Racing team to lock into the field on 

mph around Daytona International Sunday. 

Speedway in the second practice ses- "I think it would be really nice for 

sion and said she's eyeing the top all of us to know we were in the 

starting spot in "The Great American race," she said. "It's nice to know as a 

Race." team, but it's also nice to know for 

"Everything that we do is to make . your (sponsors) like GoDaddy and all 

sure that we do whatever we can to be the other people that are involved in 

on the pole," Patrick said. "That'is the car. That is who really pays for 

what we all are shooting for." you to be out there ~n the track." 

• Devils 
Continued from Paga C1 

Steubenville also limited 
Devils' senior all-Ohioan 
Dan Monteroso· to just a 
pair of foul shots in tbe 
fourth quarter as it made its 
surge. However, he did 
score a game-high 28 
points in the game. 

"All we wanted to do 
was win by whatever 
means it took," Monteroso 
said. "We 're excited to win 
this and now we want to go 
into the tournament with a 
head of steam. All eyes are 
forward to the tournament." 

Steubenville tied the 
game at 5 5 on a John Linn 
bucket with just over two 
minutes to play. Senior 
Dylan Campbell, who hit 
two big triples in the first 
half, converted a pair at the 
line. St C. then stole the in­
bounds pass and senior 
Adam Jeffires cashed one 
of two at the line, making it 
58-55. 

Big Red got one of two 
at the line and fouled steady 
senior Riley Carlton. He 
calmly sank botb once 
again. Carlton, who had 
missed basically the last 
three games due to an 
injury, was 6-of-6 at the 
line in the fourth and fin­
ished with 10 points. 

"The kids really focused 
in on that final three min­
utes," C\ifford said. "Give 
Steubenville a ton of credit 
because they just wouldn't 
go away, but our kids really 
gutted it out when they had 
to. I tl!ink, again, part of 
that is \!ue to experience." 

Patrick was nearly a second faster 

than the other drivers Saturday. 
Second fastest in the afternoon ses­

sion was three-time champion Tony 

Stewart, her teammate and car co­
owner, who turned a lap of 195.363 

mph in his Chevrolet. Kyle Busch 

was third in a Toyota, and he was fol­
lowed by Dale Earnhardt Jr. and 

Jamie McMurray as Chevrolet took 
four of the top five spots. 

Trevor Bayne, the 2011 Daytona 

500 winner, was the fastest Ford in 

sixth. 
Joey Logano paced the morning 

practice with a fast lap at 195.41 O 

mph in his Penske Racing Ford. 

West, who was excep­
tional on both ends for 
Steubenville, cashed a 
floater, making it 60-58. 
However, St C. was able to 
get the ball back into 
Carlton, who iced the game 
with two more at the line. • 

T•L Photo/MIKE PALMER 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE'$ Dan Montaroso (5) goes to the basket during Saturday's 

game against Steubenville at OUE. 

"It's tough when you 
send a good shooting team 
to the line that many 
times," said Steubenville 
head coach Mike Haney. "I 
thought we played good, 

buzzer," Clifford smiled. 
"This was like a heavy­
weight fight throughout. 
Luckily, it was our day." 

Monteroso and Carlton's 
scoring was aided by senior 
lPrrirl Mnrhekfa's eie-ht 

once again. 
Steubenville is now 15-6 

on the season and will open 
Division II sectional play 
back at OUE against East 
Liverpool on Saturday. 

"T told the P11v<:. th:lt ::i lnt 

rest," Clifford admitted. 
"W c 've played a lot of 
games down the stretch 
here and we need to get our 
legs back under us a little 
bit. I know these kids arc 
PYrifr•fi to trv to mnke a run 

eMat-
Continued 

the Olympics) 
West Liberty Un 
vote) is a shame, 
America the past 
in the sport at ti 
adding programs.' 

Recently hired 
a former Buckey, 
was obviously u1 
Olympic prograr 
sentence for wres1 

"I'd say at th( 
wrestlers don't h, 
Doyle said. "Ob, 
grow up to becor 
just don't think t 
stomach, but a lo 
be taken aback." 

Doyle's point r 
the Ohio Valley v 

Some of the ye 
for the Olympics 
.ball players wan 
NFL team in the 
pitch Game 7 of· 

It's the old, 'd1 
However, mao 

tell you their io 
qualify for therr 
with the aspirati 
passing season a 
OppQrtunity to COi 

"To be honest, 
States wrestle a , 
style that's utillz 
actually think the 
affected. In the U 
state champions a 

Over the cours 
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, CLASS3A 

Blue Eagles 
Trounce 
Warriors 
Mark Winters pours in 
3 3 points. for Magnolia 

By TRACY WATSON 
For The News-Register 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Big-time 
plays, big-time players, big-time situa­
tions and big-time calls are all part of 
basketball. 

Saturday afternoon, Magnolia par­
layed that foursome into a second Ohio 
Vally Athletic Conference Class 3A 
ch pionship in four seasons. 

S nior all-stater Mark Winters, held 
scoreless in the o!l(lning quarter, scored 
15 ibis game-high 30 points in the sec nd quarter· while crass mates 
Ste hen Rogalski!, Kyle Elliott and 
fres • an Preston Bpswell did an admi­
ral jpb keeping the, Blue Eagles ahead 
during some early foul troubles as Mag­
noli~ pulled away down the stretch to 
record a comfortable 75-53 viciory 
against Buckeye Tran at the Ohio Um­
versity Eastern Health and Physical 
Recreation Center. 

Magnolia coach Dave Tallman 
watched his team improved to 14-4, 
and also even its record at 2-2 in the 
championship tilt. 

"We are always just so happy to be 
here!' Tallman snid1 "This is always a 
comrhunity effort an.d a great event and 
it feel5 good to get a110ther victory." 

TJ,:e game had the feel of an early 
season encounter out of the gate as both 
team$ struggled with possessions and 
shots, It was also a part of the game in 
which Coach Rod Gray's Warriors (13-

See, Trounce, Page BJ 

. Pholo by Fml Younce Wheell!I~ Central's Brandon Wallace (44) snares a rebound during Saturday morning s OV AC Class 2A title game at OUE, 

Knights Rally 
Wheeling Central edges 
Steubenville Catholic 

By NICK BEDWAY 
For the News-Register 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - After a 2-7, 
not even the staunchest of the Wheeling 
Central fans could have envisioned a 
.500 record and, even less likely, would 
have been thoughts of winning the 
Wheeling Hospital Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference's Class 2A championship. 

Typically of Mel Stephens-coached 
teams during his highly-successful I 0-
year reign, the Maroon Knights kept 
plugging away, getting better with each 
game before finally ascending to the top 

CLASS 2A 
of the bi-state league's boys' basketball 
mountain after a lhrill-)lacked 52-50 vlc­
~ against Steubenv1lle Catholic Ceo-

Rallying from a nine-point deficit mid­
way through the third quarter on the Ohio 
University campus, opportunity finally 
came knocking at Wheeling Central's 
door as it bad possession of the basket­
ball with the score tied and just 20 sec­
onds left in the hard-fought contest. 

Even then, victory wouldn't come 
easy. It had to survive what would have 
been a disastrous turnover. But the ball 

See, Knights, Page BJ 

CLASS 1A 

Rockets Boys 
Join Girls As 
OVAC Champs 
Bailey posts double-double with 
26 points and 12 rebounds 

By TRACY WATSON 
For The News-Register 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Simply put, 
Conotton Valley showed up at Ohio 
University Eastern on Saturday night 
with every Intention of winmng the 
boys' Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Class A championship. 

And just seven days !lfter the Rockets 
girls' captured the school's first confer­
ence title, Coach M*e Fierbaugh's 
boys did exactly the same. 

Senior Brandon Balley was nearly 
unstoppable inside with 2 6 points and 
12 rebounds and Conotton Valley had a 
total of two double-fi~ure scorers and 
three with double-digit rebounds as the 
Rockets broke open a close game early 
with a 25-2 run en route to a 65-42 
pounding of Bishop Dopahue at OUE's 
Health and Physical Education Center. 

The victory was the I 6th in 21 
games for Fierbaugh's crew, which 
launched into a wild celebration with 
their fans after the final buzzer. 

With the Bowerston bunch leading 7-
6 at the 3: I 5 mark of the opening quar­
ter, things took a drastic change with an 
I I -0 spurt that pushed the count to I 8-
6 at the end of one. q,notton Valley 
added the initial five points of the sec­
ond before a Chaice Truex deuce 
snapped a 16-0 run. 

However, the Rockets weren't even 
close to being finished, putting up the 
next nine points to cup a remarkable 25-
2 rally that gave them a whopping 32-8 
lead with 2:42 to play in the hall Toe 

See, Rockets, Page BJ 

St. Clairsville Edges Steubenville for Crown 
By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - It did­
n't t~ke quite as long for St. 
Clairsville to earn its second 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
chamaionsbip as it did its first. 

Th Red Devils put the cap on 
a bril iant I 9-2 regular season 
by mrik:ing it back-to-back in the 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC Boys 
Baskefuall Championships. 

St.: Clairsville took 
Steubenville's best shot - actu­
ally s.everal shots - before 
posting a hard-earned 62-58 vic­
tory in front of a jam-packed 
crowed at Ohio University East­
em's Health and Physical Edu-

cation Center on Saturday after­
noon. 

"It's very special to repeat," 
St. C. coach Kim Clifford said. 
"You bear coaches at different 
levels talk about how tough it 
can be to get the first one, but 
staying there is an even tougher 
task. It's just a tribute for these 
kids." 

The Red Devils' victory com­
pleted the season sweep of Big 
Red, but the latest meeting was 
much more difficult seeing that 
the Devils won by more than 20 
during their clash in Belmont 
County last month. 

"We expected a battle," Clif­
ford said. "We designed our 

CLASS 4A 
(regular-season) schedule to play 
in a lot of big games to prepare 
us for these types of games and I 
think that paid off for us." 

Each time it apJ?<'ared as if St. 
C. was on the bnnk of pulling 
away from Big Red, 
Steubenville answered and it 
usually did it with a defensive 
tenacity that forced the Devils 
into an uncharacteristic 18 
turnovers. 

Plus, Steubenville held St C. 
without a field goal in the fourth 
quarter. However, the Devils 
cashed I 4 of I 6 from the charity 

stripe, which kept Big Red at 
bay down the stretch. 

Steubenville also limited Dev­
ils' senior nil-Ohioan Dan Mon­
teroso to just a pair of foul shots 
in the fourth quarter as it made 
its surge. However, he did score 
a game-high 28 points in the 
game. 

"All we wanted to do was win 
by whatever means it took," 
Montero so said. "We' re excited 
to win Ibis and now we want to 
go into the tournament with a 
head of steam. All eyes are for­
ward to the tournament" 

Steubenville tied the game at 

See, Edges, Page B3 

Photo by Mtke Palmer 
SI, Clalrsvllle's Jarrid 
Marhefka drives toward the 
basket Saturday. 
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bounced its way and eventually 
into the hands of oft-unheralded 
senior guard Justin Hammers for 
the wide-open backdoor layup 
that sealed the deal. 

hearts out," Tucker said. "'Nei­
ther team quit. I thought we 
rotated (on defense).fairly well, 
but we had a couple of break­
downs and that's going to hap­
pen in high school basketball. 

for the last play was certainly no 
surprise to anybody, especially 
Tucker. He knew tlie ball would 
first be placed in the hands of 
Wheeling Central's highly-capa­
ble freshman point guard Chase 
Harler. 

read when the defense came out 
on him after he had picked up 
the ball. He then made the pass 
to Michael (Pleva). who turned 
around and found Justin under­
neath by himself. That was a big 
bucket," added Stephens in what 
was clearly an, understatement. 

Park's triple pulled the 
Maroon Knights to within 22-20 
at the outset of the third quarter 
before the Crusaders responded 
with a 11-4 run, keyed by two 
more Fletcher trifectas and 
another from Martello that 
extended the lead to 33-24, the 
largest of the game. 

Hammers' i;ame-winner 
improved Wheelmg Central' s 
record to 11-11 heading into 
West Virginia Class A sectional 
play next week. Steubenville 
Catholic was saddled with its 
just its fifth loss against 15 vic­
tories, two of those setbacks 
comini: at the hands of their 
down-nver parochial 1ival. 

Central also won the earlier 
meeting 72-60, but the Cru­
saders were without two of their 
key starters that were sidelined 
with the flu. 

"(Losing) this game really 
made our kids mad and I feel 
sorry for whoever we play next 
and here on out," Tucker added. 

While the Steubenville 
Catholic coaches were teary­
eyed, there were smiles all 
around around the Wheeling 
Central contingent. 

"You've got to give a ton of 
credit to the kids," an elated 
Stephens said. "We were down 
eight or nine and ina little bit of 
foul trouble but ,they kept play­
ing. When we had to get some 
stops and we needed some big 
plays on offense we got them. At 
the end when you have the ball 
in your hands wJth a chance to 
win the game that is all you can 
ask for in that situation.'' 

"We ran what we called an 
eagle jump and double-teamed 
Harler when he came off the 
screen," Tucker noted. ''We 
believed we could get him to 
bobble the ball and we clearly 
hit it but the bounce did not fall 
our way." 

Stephens expected the same 
double-team but ·he also felt the 
Crusaders also would use the 
foul they had at their disposal to 
waste before putting Wheeling 
Central on the foul line. 

Just three seconds remained 
on the clock after Hammers 
deposited the basketball into the 
nylon. Steubenville Catholic's 
desperation long i:iass into the 
front court was picked off by 
Harler sealing the victory. 

Although the Crusaders Jed 
most the game, neither team ever 
managed a double-figure advan­
tage. 

Brandon Wallace's backside 
rebound basket followed by 
Hammers nice roll to the hoop 
brought Wheeling Central to 
within 33-28. Harler buried a 
triple and Brian Felton also 
cashed a huge three-pointer clos­
ing the quarter with the Maroon 
Knights down by just two points 
at 36-34. 

Coach Sean Tucker and his 
battling squad took the latest 
defeat hard and vowed to make 
up for it this week when his 
Crusaders· also begin what they 
hoop will be a long tournament 
run. 

''Two .teams played their The Maroon Knights' strategy 

''I told the kids they were 
going to play extremely hard 
there," he said. "We had Chase 
coming off the ball screen and 
they were able to deflect it away. 
The second part of that was 
David (Park) making a great 

Matt Martello's dribble pene­
tration for a layup sent the Cru­
saders on top 6-5 and they went 
on to lead 13-1 O at the end of 
the first quarter. Ryan Fletcher's 
four points during a low-scoring 
second quarter helped 
Steubenville Catholic leave the 
court up by 22-1 7 at halftime. 

Harler scored 12 of his 1 8 
points in the second half and 
pulled down 10. rebounds. He 
was joined in double figures by 
Park with 12 points, five assists 
and four rebounds along with 
Brandon Wallace with 10 points. 
Wallace also collected five 
rebounds. 

TROUNCE 
Continued from page BJ 

7) had opportunities to 
make some noise. Late in 
the first period, Magnolia 
junior Zacj,. Willhoite had 
already picked up his sec­
ond foul while Winters had 
not scored 'a point and was 
about to pick up his second 
pe,sonal jqst seconds into 
the· second, guarter. . i 

However, .it was stm B.ig 
Blue•which led by seven' 
points, an !advantage 11\at 
was sliced \lo four on Zach. 
Roecs bu~zer-beating 9~ 
pointer that made it 15-\1 
after one. t ii 

been the biggest play hap­
pened at the 3:28 mark of 
the second. Already sad­
dled with two fouls, Win­
ters drove the paint and 
plowed through a Trail 
defender. 

On a huge play that 
.could have gone either way, 
Winters· was awarded the 
1hoop with .a blocking. foul 
on the Warriors being 
called. The free throw made 
jt a 27-18 count, in a situa­
tion that could have been. 
,24-18 with Winters on, the' 
bench with three fouls. ' 

"Winters is a very nice 
all-around player, and yes, 
you could definitely feel 
everything kind of change a 
little bit after that call," 
Gray said. 

From there Magnolia's 
lead grew to 38-25 at the 

break before swelling to 
57-36 after three. 

A 9-2 run early in the 
fourth, keyed by nine points 
from Roe, had Buckeye 
Trail within 14 at 61-47 
before Winters followed 
with three consecutive bas­
kets to key a 10-0 burst and 
put the final icing on the 
cairn. 

"Buckeye Trail is.a very 
nice team, but I really 
believe that we are peaking 
at the right time," Tallman 
said. "We are pinyin~ very 
focused basketball with an 
awful lot of enthusiasm 
right now. I felt like we 
played a great game (Satur­
day), with the exception of 
a few unforced turnovers 
early on. 

"But this is all about our 
seniors and their leadership, 

which makes my job very 
easy. Each of these five 
starters and our kids off the 
bench played a big part in 
all of this. I can t say 
enough about kids like 
Kyle Elliott, Stephen 
Rogalski, Zach Willhoite, 
Preston Boswell and on 
down the line. Somebody 
always seems to pick us up 
when we need it. 

"We had some pretty 
lofty goals coming into the 
season and this champi­
onship was one of them, 
now we have another and I 
am sure that everyone 
knows what that is. This 
game (Saturday) means the 
world to us as far as 
momentum, sectional seed­
ing and even state seeding 
if we can get there. 

"The last few years we 

have been fortunate enough 
to get to the state tourna­
ment, but always get the 
four or five seed. I would 
love to get back there and 
maybe move up a little in 
seeding, that is why every 
game matters at this point.'' 

Rogalski added 1 7 for 
the Blue Eagles while 
Elliott gave his normal 
high-octane defensive per­
formance along with scor­
ing a season-high I 3 
points. 

Winters completed his 
afternoon by adding 14 
rebounds for a double-dou­
ble. Roe's perfonnance was 
also sparklmg for the War­
riors, finishing with 2 9 
points while Caleb Gray 
followed with 1 I. 

"We really didn't play 
as well as we needed to 

early on," Rod Gray said. 
"And with that we had to 
do some things later on that 
we really dtdn 'I want to 
have to do. We figured 
coming in that their bigs 
could give us trouble, but 
we weren't expecting them 
to do as much from the 
perimeter. But credit them, 
they had some kids step up. 

"As far as Winters and 
Willhoite go, they are tough 
to handle. I feel like we 
could have handled one of 
them, but the second was 
just too much for us. Mag­
nolia played very well and 
shot the ball very well. 
They have a nice team .. " 

In all, Magnolia, which 
shot 59 percent from the 
floor in the first half, fin­
ished 34 of 61 for 56 per­
cent for the contest. 

With b th. big men in 
foul trou, le, and eaqh 
coach obvrnusly sensiQg 
what coul\J be, Winters 
took control and showed 
the crowd what the differ­
ence in the game was going 
to be. But rim! may have 

ROCKETS _,_i ----------------------
1 ' Continued from page BJ 

Bishops.(lt
1 

-8) pulled tci ;.within 
38-18 at t e break, bu( ;it was 
just too lat . 11 

It was a 4-point margin, 53-
29, with eight minutes to play. 

wanted to do and we did it. Hon­
estly, second .place was not an 
option for this group. We came 
close last year, losing by four to 
Weirton Madonna, but we have 
a lot of kids back and this was a 
major focus and goal for them. 

throughout. Zach Lyon added 12 
caroms while Galigher had 10. 
Conotton Valley led 22-8 off the 
glass at the half, 31-15 after 
three and finished with a 38-22 
margin. 

hasn't experienced this before," 
Bishop Donahue coach Tom 
Wise said. "Hopefully they 
learned something (Saturday). 
We have not shot that bad all 
season long, but for some reason 
we couldn '! get much to fall. 

I don't doubt the effort given, 
the shots just didn '! fall. 

"As far as rebounding goes, I 
will take the heat for that. We 
wanted to run a zone on defense 
artd double-down on Bailey 
thinking if we could limit his 
touches it might be a good thing. 
But it created other shots for 
them and second and third 
efforts. They just started 
stroking it when they got their 
feet wet and started building 

"This is oust a great group of 
kids that have done an amazinll 
job respon'ding to hard work, ' 
Fierbaughl said. "A few; years 
ago something like this was just 
unimaginable. I just Jov.e these 
kids. , , 

"It was ra great job overall 
(Saturday),rbut this was what we 

"I think it is great that both 
the girls and boys won champi­
onships this year, but they did 
beat us to it." 

Senior Brandon Galigher 
added 10 points for the Rockets, 
but rebounding was a big factor 

Truex and Bryce Jones each 
finished with 11 for Donahue, 
which stru~gled mightily from 
the floor, hitting 14 of 43 tries. 
The Bishops had four 3-pointers, 
but all of them came after the 
score was already out of hand. 

"This is a young group that confidence." 

"They are a veteran team with 
seven seniors and we have just 
two and I think that showed. 
Brandon Bailey is a tremendous 
player and they have a nice team 
with good size. I really can't 
raise a lot of heck with my team, 

EDGES--~-----------------------
1 

Continu4d from page Bl 
55 on a Jo~n Linn bucket 
with just over two minutes 
to play. ~enior Dylan 
Campbell, who hit two big 
triples in th~ first half, con­
verted a pair at the line. St. 
C. then stole the in-bounds 
pass and senior Adam Jef­
fries cashed one of two at 
the line, ma]dng it 58-55. 

Big Red got one of two 
at the line and fouled 
steady senior Riley Carlton. 
He calmly sank both once 
again. Carlton, who had 
missed basically the last 
three games due to an 
injury, was 6 of 6 at the 
line in the fourth and fin-

ished with 10 points. 
"The kids really focused 

in on that final three min­
utes," Clifford said. "Give 
Steubenville a ton of credit 
because they just wouldn't 
go away, but our kids really 
gutted 11 out when they had 
to. I think, again, part of 
that is due to experience." 

West, who was excep­
tional on both ends for 
Steubenville, cashed a 
floater, making it 60-58. 
However, St. C. was able to 
get the ball back into Carl­
ton, who iced the game 
with two more at the line. 

"It's tough when you 

send a good shooting team 
to the line that many 
times," Steubenville coach 
Mike Haney said. "I 
thought we played good, 
aggressive team defense, 
but we just fouled too 
much. Our kids played as 
hard as they could and I 
don't think they have any­
thing to hang their heads 
about." 

St. Clairsville Jed 22-20 
after one and 31-30 at the 
intermission. Monteroso 
scored 14 in the first half. 
The Devils seemed to be in 
command after surging to a 
48-41 lead entering the 

final chapter. 
"I just told the kids Jet's 

have more points at the 
final buzzer," Clifford 
smiled. "This was like a 
heavyweight fight through­
out. Luckily, it was our 
day." 

Monteroso and Carlton's 
scoring was aided by senior 
Jerrid Marhefka's eight 
points. Campbell also fin­
ished with eight. 

Steubenville, meanwhile, 
was Jed by Wesf's 26. 
Senior Mylik Young scored 
10 points, while Tajuan 
Lawson and Adam Sterling 
each had seven for Big 

Red. 
Steubenville held a 29-

22 edge on the boards. 
West completed the dou­
ble-double for Big Red 
with 11 rebounds. Mon­
teroso had six rebounds, 
four steals and swatted 
three shots as he stuffed the 
stat sheet once again. 

Steubenville is now 15-6 
on the season and will open 
Division II sectional play 
back at OUE against East 
Liverpool on Saturday. 

"I told the guys that a lot 
of players never get a 
chance to play for a cham­
pionship, so we wanted to 

enjoy the opportunity. 
Obviously, we would have 
enjoyed 1t a little bit more 
had the outcome been dif­
ferent," Haqey said. "We'll 
go back lo, work and get 
ready for the sectional." 

St. Clairsville will open 
defense ofits sectional, dis­
trict and regional champi­
onship on lj'eb. 2 7 against 
Edison. ; 

"We neetl to get some 
rest," Clif£ord admitted. 
"We've played a lot of 
games do"(n the stretch 
here and we; need to get_ our 
legs back uµder us a little 
bit. I know I these kids are 
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rallies past 
UL, 45-43 
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MARTINS 
FERRY'S 

Tyler Strama 
makes a 

move against 
Harrison 
Central's 
Rashaen' 

Mitchell dur- . 
Ing Friday's 

game In 
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Riders race past 
Harrison Central 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

CADIZ -- When you're hot, 
you're hot 

When you're not, you're not. 
Martins Ferry was. Harrison 

Central was not 
That summed up Friday 

night's Wheeling Hospital 
OV AC Boys Basketball 
Chnropionships Class 4-A con­
solation fmal won by tbe visit­
ing Purple Riders, 60-3 7, in 
Cadiz. 

Martins Ferry (I 0-8) blis-

tered the John W. Stephenson 
Center nets at a 64 percent (25 
of 39) clip from the floor as it 
shot out to a commanding 24-6 
advantage after eight minutes. 

"For all intents and purposes, 
Ibis was our last regular-season 
game," vet~rnn Martins Ferry 
head coach Jeff Sabatino said. 
"There are a couple of home 
gnroes !bat we won't be able to 
'play-because of tbe (D-III sec­
tional) tournament coming up, 
so we wanted to leave a bit of 

See, FERRY, Page D2 

River unload,s 
on Monroe for 
third place 
By MIKE PALMER 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

HANNIBAL - The inter-district battle 
between Switzerland of Ohio schools 
River and Monroe Central was a typical 
balt(e between rival schools until tbe third 

quarter when the 
host Pilots mo away 

"WE HAD with the 'contest, 
trouble scar- burying • the 
Ing, we had Seminoles by u final 
trouble of 73-49. 

River's Brett 
rabound1ng ... Price and Cody 
That's a good Caldwell had the hot 
combination to hands for the hosts 
get you beat •, as Price netted a 
by 20 points." , ! pair of fusi quarter 

'"'SoootorTo~.""'t treys scorigg 10 in MoiuoB71tJsoh • • • the, open,er while 
- Caldwell added hls 

owh, ,long-range 
contribution giving the Pilots a double 
digit lead. 

The Seminoles' Korey Lafferre netted a 
buzzer-beater just before the intermission 
to outscore River I 9-18 in the second 
stanza but the invaders still trailed, 37-29. 

Monroe Central came out in tbe third 
See, RIVER, Page D3 

T-L Pholo/MIKE PALMER 
RIVER'S Brett Price goes up for a 
shot during Friday's game against 
Monroe Central In Har,nibal. 
Additional Images may be found at 
cu.tlmes/eaderon/ine.com. 



JU st under n seconcts oetore 7.9 43. 
Stupak made a move to the goal Three-Point Goals: S - Frlzzl (3). 
and was fouled with 11.7 to play. UL - Mc□iffltt, Porter. 
He calmly sank both.. Stas key can be • reached at 

~ t: Union Local then advanced the sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 
'ii" J ball to halfcourt with 6.6 seconds . 

Pho!Oil'AUL KRAJNYAK 

.UNION LOCAL'S Colin Jones goes up for a shot against 
Shadyslde's Ryan Richardson during Friday's game In 
Morristown. The Tigers rallied for a 45-43 victory. 

from the ... Jacobson, Bae tied for lead ·at Riviera 
SHADYSIDE 

BOYS 
BASKETBALL 

PAAENTS 

LOS ANGELES (AP) - A move down the 
California coast hasn't changed a thing for 

. Fredrik Jacobson. 
One wepk after his best finish in more than a 

year, Jacobson birdied the two toughest holes at 
Riviera on his way to a 6-under 65 on Friday 
and a share of the lead with Sang-Moon Bae 
going into the weekend at the Northern Trnst 
Open. 

The Swede did just about everything well, 
from his tee shots to his :iron play, just what it 
takes !o get around tl:je classic design of 
Riviera. And it helps to get a little luck, such as 
a 55-foot birdie putt frolJl just off the green at 

No. 9 that bumped along until disappearing for 
an unlikely birdie. 

"That was probably the biggest bonus of the 
day," Jacobson said. 

Bae played in the morning and began with 
four straight birdies, all of them from tap-in 
range until holing a 25-foot putt on the 13th. 
He wound up making birdies on half of his 
holes in his round of 6 5. 
. They were at 9-under 133, one shot clear of 
John Merrick(66) and John Rollins (65). 

Still very much in the picture was Luke 
Donald, who chipped in twice for birdie and 
worked his short-game magic around the course 

-

for a 66. Playing for the first time in two 
months, Donald didn't look us if he had much 
rusL He was two shots behind. 

Lee Westwood birdied the last hole for a 68 
to join the group at 6-under 136 that includes a 
pair of major champions, Char! Schwartze! (67) 
and Webb Simpson (66). 

Phil Mickelson was lurking, despite a sloppy 
double bogey on the I 0th hole. Mickelson still 
managed a 67 and was five shots back. 

"I had a little hiccup on the I 0th," Mickelson 
said. "I was just trying to make 4 and I couldn't 
even do that. But 4 under is not a bad round, 
with the exception of No. 10." 
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legacy (or this year. 
''We really haven't had all of our 

guys on the court at the same time 
that often this year because of one 
thlng or another," he continued. "I 
think Harrison is a really good 
team, but we wanted to play a good 
team and test ourselves a'gainst 
them before the tournament. They 
bought into it and brought it. • 

"I was really pleased with the 
effort and focus, particularly in the 
first half. I don't know if you could 
play much better than that." 

Martins Ferry senior standout 
Cody Schau, who returned to the 
lineup after missing two games, 
tallied 21 of his game-high 30 
points in the first half as the Purple 
Gang led 38-16 at the intermis­
sion. It wus the sixth time he has 
netted 30-or-more points in a game 
this season. 

"Cody looked like he was shot 
out of a cannon," Sabatino noted. 
"He was playing with a purpose." 

Power forwards Tyler Strama 
(15) and Robert Vargo (12) 
teamed for 2 7 points down low, 
mostly off nifty assists from sopho­
more point gunrd Jake Barritt. The 

• 6-5 Vargo also pulled down 14 of 
the Purple's 41 rebounds, while 
Schau added eight. Strama and 
Barritt each landed six, with Barritt 
also dishing out eight helpers. 

"Now we know what we can 

Justin Clifford, he's seen this sce­
nario one too many times. 

"We haven't shot well lately," 
he lamented of his team's ice-cold. 
12-for-58 effort (20.7%). "We 
really didn't defend tonight. Give 
them credit. Coach Sab does a 
great job with them. 

"'They've got a pretty good play­
er. They made plays and we didn't 
defend and make plays." 

Nate Olmstead came off the 
Huskies' bench to fire in a team­
high 15 points, which included 
four bonus bombs - three of them 
<:oming in the third panel. 

Martins Ferry meets Buckeye 8 
rival Bellaire Wednesday night at 
Meadowbrook High School in 
Byesville in tournament action. 
Tip-off ls set for 7 p.m. 

Meanwhile, Harrison Central 
plays Beaver Local next Friday at 
8 p.m. inside Ohio University 
Eastern' s Health and Physical 
Education Center in Division II 
sectional tournament action. 

The Huskies won the N game. 
MARTINS FERRY (60) - C. Schau 

11-18 7-7 30; Vargo 6 0-2 12; Barritt 0 
1-2 1; Appollonl 1 0-0 2; Strama 7 1-6 
15; A. Burress O 0-0 O; D. Schau o 0-0 
o; Sears O ·0-0 O; Edwards o 0-0 o; J. 
Burress O 0-0 O; Shane 0. 0-0 O; Agnew 
0 0-0 o; Totals: 25-39 9-17. HARRfSON 
CENTRAL (37) - R. Mitchell 1 0-0 2; 
Pelegreen 3 2-4 8; Watt 2 5-5 9; 
Kowalski 1 0-0 3; K. Mitchell O 0-0 O; 
Olmstead 5 1-3 15; Rutter o 0-0 o; 
J7., ___ n n" n. H.L. ,- ,. ,. - - •• • • 
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Wheeling Hospital OVAC Boys Basketball Championship 

Wednesday, 
February 13, 2013 

St. C. cruises 
past Ferry to 
4A title game 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

The night before playing his final game on John 
Jenkins Court, St. Clairsville senior standout Dan 
Monteroso dreamed he lit the scoreboard up for a 
career-high 55 points. 

Even though the 6-3 all-stater fell a little short of that 
lofty mark Tuesday night, he did tally 3 7 counters - 5 
shy of his career-best - in leading the top-seeded Red 
Devils to a 76-48 triumph over short-handed Martins 
Ferry in a Wheeling Hospital OV AC Class 4-A semifi­
nal on the hilltop in Belmont County. 

"This game meant a lot. It's been a great year. It's 
been a great four years with these guys," Monteroso 
revealed. "Everything the coaching staff has done for us 
has been outstanding. 

"It's nice to go out with a win on this court," he con­
tinued. "This isn't probably good to say, but I didn't 
think much about school (Tuesday). I knew tonight was 
going to be a special night. Senior night last week was 

See, ST. C., Page B2 

eu,ckeye Trail rolls past Monroe in Class 3A 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

OLD WASHINGTON - Monroe 
Central all but ran Buckeye Trail off the 
court Saturday night in a game in 
Woodsfield, posting a 78-56 victory. 

The two PVC rivals clashed again on 

Warriors used a strong 
second half and pulled 
away from the Seminoles 
to march on to Saturday 
afternoon's Class 3A title 
game at Ohio University 
Eastern. 

So, what was the dif­
ference in just 72 hours? 

Quite simply, it was 
foul trouble or lack thereof. 

allowed him to get into 
the flow of the game. 

He was whis­
tled for just one person­
al in this meeting and 
just happened to finish 

"IF THEY shoot and play 
like they did tonight, with 
their quickness, I think 
they'll a chance against 
Magnolia." with 23 points und 16 

-ScoaterTalzda rebounds. Plus. he 
Manroa Central Haad Coach altered several shots on 

the defensive end. 

were able to attack when he wasn't in 
there." 

While Toland was certainly the differ­
ence maker, he was by no means alone. 
The gritty Warriors' backcourt of C.J. 
Beaver and Zuch Roe played well, too. 
They controlled the tempo and were able 
to penetrate, which created room for 
Toland to work on the block. 

Plus, they scored well. Roe chipped in 
with 22 and Beaver went for 12. 

• Tuesday night with a lot more on the line 
as the sixth annual Wheeling Hospital 
OV AC Boys Basketball Championship 
got under way. 

The difference was only 21 this time, 
but the roles were reversed as the 

During the meeting a few days ago, 
Warriors' big man Josh Toland was sad­
dled with three quick fouls, which never 

"He hurt us up here the first time we 
played Trail," said Monroe head coach 
Scooter Tolzcla. "He hurt us again, espe­
cially on the defensive end because we 

"Tonight's game was kind of similar to 
the first time we played Monroe here," 

See, MONROE, Page B2 

Steubenville 
thumps HC to 
reach 4A final 
• Huskies' Watt scores 1,000th point 
By FRED YOUNCE 
For The Times Leader 

STEUBENVILLE - The Steubenville Big Red 
boys' basketball team .advanced to the Wheeling 
Hospital Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class 4-A 
championship game with a victory over Harrison 
Central Tuesday at the Crimson Center. 

And Big Red made it look easy. 
Steubenville jumped out to a 15-2 lead before cruis­

ing to 77-41 win spurred by a press defense that 
turned 23 Huskies' turnovers. 

"That was a big point of emphasis for all the coach­
es when talking to them," said Big Red head coach 
Mike Haney. "We thought our last two games we kind 
of lost because our defense wasn't where we thought it 
would be. 

"We worked on it, the kids came in focused and 
ready to go, and I thought our defense was pretty fast. 
It was good team defense where guys were helping 
each other." 

After Harrison Central's Austin Kowalski hit two 
free throws to make the score 4-2 Big Red with 5:36 
left in the fust quarter the Huskies went almost five 
minutes before a Kowalski three-pointer gave them 
their next points at 15-5. 

"I take full responsibility," said Harrison Central 
head coach Justin Clifford of his team's struggles. 
"Obviously, I didn't have them prepared enough for 
this stage. We just weren't prepared," 

See, STEUBENVILLE, Page B2 

Photo/SANDI THOMPSON 
HARRISON CENTRAL'$ Fletcher Watt drives to the basket 
Tuesday night during action inside. Steubenville High School's 
Crimson Center. He scored his 1,000th career point in a loss. 

M·agnolia 
pulls away 
from River 
By RICK THORP 
For The Times Leader 

NEW MARTINSVILLE - The tl1ird time 
was the charm for Magnolia on Tuesday 
night as the Blue Eagles thumped River, 72-
45, before a packed house in the semifinals 
of Wheeling Hospital OVAC Boys' 
Basketball Champion.ships. 

Boosted by a 19-0 fourth-quarter run, 
Coach Dave Tallman's squad earned a berth 
in Saturday's Class 3A championship game 
(12:30 p.m.) against Buckeye Trail. The 
Warriors knocked off Monroe Central, 80-
59, in the other semifinal in Old Washington. 
It will be the first time the schools will meet 
on the boys' basketball court, according to 
Tallman. 

River handed Magnolia (13-4) its first loss 
of the season, 79-68, on Jan. 5 behind 40 
points from Brett Price. Then, 1 0 days later. 
the Pilots turned the trick again. 54-52, on 
their home court. 

So, what changed Tuesday night? 
"The main difference· was the man-to-man 

(defense)," Tallman said. "We knew we 
couldn't sit in the zone because (River) 
shoots the ball too well. 

"Kyle Elliott did a great job on Price. We 
just can't say enough about him." 

Price finishe.d with 12 points on 5 of 18 

See, MAGNOLIA, Page B2 
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Beallsville eliminated by BD 
By NICK BEDWAY 
For The Tlmes Leader 

MCMECHEN 
Seeking a third victory this 
season against scrappy 
Beallsville, homestanding 
Bishop Donahue jumped in 
front 11-0 but then had to 
weather a familiar storm 
Tuesday night inside the Fr. 
Raymond Jablinske 
Memorial Gymnasium. 

Blue Devils' senior 
standout Terryn Jarrett 
exploded for 3 2 points and 
had Beallsville within two 
possessions of a tie three 
times in the fourth quarter 
only to see the Bishops 
hang on for the 73-66 vic­
tory in the semi.finals of the 
Wheeling Hospital/Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 
IA Division tournament. 

The 1,000-point career 
scorer for Beallsville hit for 
28 in the previous visit to 

the Bishops' home court, 
but the Blue Devils also 
wound up on the short end 
of the score. 

Last night, Jarrett hit on 
five 3-point attempts and 
scored 19 of his 32 points 
during the second half. He 
was Beallsville's only dou­
ble-figure scorer as its 
record dropped back below 
the .500 mark at 9-10. 

Bishop Donahue's nar­
row victory put Wise's 
youthful but talented squad 
into·the conference small 
school title game for the 
third time in the last five 
years. The Bishops split 
back-to-back OV AC finals 
appearances against 
Bridgeport in 2009 and 
2010. 

On Saturday evening, 
they will be matched up 
against rangy Conotton 
Valley in the championship 
game. 

The biggest play of the 
night might have been 
turned in by Bishops' soph­
omore Jesse Padlow with 
under two minutes on the 
clock after two free throws 
by Jarrett narrowed the 
Blue Devils' deficit to 66-
62. 

Beallsville thought it 
had slapped the ball away 
from Padlow as he 
advanced past half court. 
However, the determined 
Bishop point guard kept 
hustling, got his hands on 
the basketball and, in the 
same motion, passed it 
inside to Chaice Truex for 
an easy shot off the glass. 

"I thought we were 
going to get a steal, but it 
landed back in their hands 
and they got a layup." Blue 
Devils' coach Casey Tolzda 
said. 

Three other Bishops 
reached double figures. 

Miller enjoyed a double­
double with 15 points and 
I 2 rebounds, while Padlow 
added a dozen and Truex 
scored 11 points, while also 
yanking down eight 
rebounds. 

Lavonte Hampton came 
off the Donahue bench to 
contribute eight points and 
also grabbed five rebounds. 

Conotton Valley 82, 
Paden City 41 

BOWERSTON 
Brandon Bailey scored 19 
points as Conotton Valley 
defeated Paden City. 

Zach Lyon and Brandon 
Galisher each had 12 points 
for the Rockets (I 5-5), 
while Brandon Rodin had 
11. 

Kennedy Cain paced the 
Wildcats (1 J. 7) with 14 
points and six rebounds, 
while Zach Healsey fin­
ished with nine points and 
six boards. 

e St. C.-----------------
Continued from Page B1 

special, but I knew it wasn't the last 
game here. 

"It's tough to realize that we've 
played our final game on this court, 
but I'm glad to have done it with this 
group of guys," he said in referring to 
his group senior classmates. 

With the win, state-ranked St. 
Clairsville (19-2) will meet No. 2 
seeded Steubenville Saturday after­
noon at 3 p.m. for the title inside 
Ohio University Eastern's Health and 
Physical Education Building. Big Red 
prevented an all-Clifford final by 
beating Harrison Central, 77-41. 

Veteran St. Clairsville head coach 
Kim Clifford had trouble keeping his 
composure when asked what it meant 
to watch this group of seniors play its 
final game on John Jenkins Comt. 

"It's tough," he said, choking back 
his emotions. "When you've got a 
connection with a group of guys like 
this, it goes deep. I've been with these 
kids in this gym for four or five years 
now. 

"They're a tight group," he contin­
ued as the seniors posed for pictures 
with Clifford's wife, Penny. "It's a 
family thing. It's tough, but it's spe-
cial, as well." , 

Behind the silky-smooth 
Monteroso, the Red Devils took con­
trol early and never looked back in 
reaching, the championship game for 
the third ·straight season. They are 1-
1, winning last year over East 
Liverpool. 

Monteroso scored 17 points in the 
first eight minutes as the hosts 
grabbed a 22-11 advantage. He then 
tacked on 14 more to account for all 
but 20 of his team's points in a 51-25 
halftime margin. 

"Dan came out focused tonight," 

"WE JUST ran Into one of the 
greatest players I've ever 
coached against, playing one qf 
the greatest games he's ever 
played." 

. - JBff Sabat/no 
Marlins Ferry head coach 

Clifford noted. "We said 'the standard 
is a standard,' something that the 
(Pittsburgh) Steelers use. We knew 
they (Ferry) were a little short-hand­
ed, but we wanted to make sure we 
came out and did what we had to do." 

In addition to Monteroso's game­
high effort, Jerrid Marhefka knocked 
down a dozen lightings. Adam 
Jeffries and Dylan Campbell evenly 
split I 4. 

Martins Ferry (9-8), which played 
with seniors Cody Schau and Tyler 
Strama, was led by bullish junior 
Robert Vargo. The 6-5 banger scored 
21 points and yanked down a game­
high 16 rebounds. Freshman Emilio 
Appolloni donated 10 points. Jake 
Barritt added seven. 

Monteroso also grabbed six 
rebounds, as did Jay Gossett as both 
teams landed 3 3. Monteroso also 
added four assists, three blocked shots 
and a pair of steals. 

"I've never been prouder of a team 
that got beat by 28 points," veteran 
Martins Ferry head coach Jeff 
Sabatino admitted. "We played with 
no seniors. We started two freshmen, 
two sophomores and a junior, and for 
the most part, I felt they played as 
well as they were capable. 

"We just ran into one of the great­
est players I've ever coached agains~ 

playing one of the greatest games he's 
ever played," Sabatino said of 
Monteroso. ''That first half was unbe­
lievable. What we're we going to do? 
We were in awe. 

"Maybe we can get healed up a lit­
tle and get ready for the postseason," 
he added. "We get a pretty good play­
er back in Cody. I like where we are 
sitting because these kids that played 
tonight showed that they can play a 
little." 

St. Clairsville only turned the ball 
over five times, four of those coming 
in the fourth quarter Jong after the 
five senior starters - injured Riley 
Carlton (ankle) checked in at the 
quarter break - had taken their final 
curtain call, which came a mere two 
ticks into the fourth quarter. They 
walked off the floor arm-in-arm to a 
well-deserved standing ovation. 

Martins Ferry travels to Cadiz 
Friday night to meet Harrison Central 
in the third-place game. 

The Purple Riders avoided a sweep 
by claiming a thrilling victory in the 
N game. They are now I 0-6. 

Varsitv scoring: 
MARTINS FERRY (48) - Vargo 9 3-4 

21; Barritt 3 0·0 7; Appollonl 5 0·0 1 0; 
Sears 2 0-0 5; A. Burress 1 0-2 1; Agnew 0 
0·0 0; D. Schau 0 0-0 o; Edwards 0 0·0 0; 
J. Burress O 0-2 O; Barbour 1 0-0 2; Rine O 
1-2 1; J. Shane O 0-1 0; Totals: 21-51 4-11. 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE (76) - D. Monteroso 
1210·12 37; Jeffries 3 0-0 7; Giffin 10-02; 
Marhefka 5 0-0 12; Campbell 2 1-2 7; 
Coleman 0 o-o o; Burghy o 0·0 0; Derosa o 
O·0 0; Keylor 1 4-4 6; Gossett 0 0·0 0; 
Carlton 0 0-0 0; Hothem 0 0-0 0; Trouten 1 
0·0 2; M. Monteroso 0 1-2 1; Panepuccl 1 
0·0 2; Totals: 26-51 16-20. 

Three-Point Goals: Martins Ferry 2 
(Barritt, Sears); St. Clairsville 8 (D. 
Monteroso 3, Marhefka 2, Campbell 2, 
Jeffries) 

North can be reached at 
knorth@timesleaderonline.com 

• Steubenville----------------
Continued from Page B1 

A Kalub Mitchell basket 
made the score 15-7 after 
the first eight minutes, but 
the tone was set by Big 
Red's defense getting the 
borne squad out in transi­
tion. Periogn West scored 
seven in the opening stanza 
to match Harrison Central's 
team. 

for Harrison Central. With 
Big Red up 28-14, and 
4: 12 left in the half, 
Steubenville went on a 12· 
2 run to lead 40- I 6 at inter­
mission. West and Mylik 
Young each scored six in 
the quarter with Tajuan 
Lawson adding five. 

"We had four guys scor­
ing," said Haney. "That-'s 
what we like, that kind of 
balanced scoring. I thought 
Mylik made a Jot of big 
plays defensively. 

"Tajuan Lawson did a 
great job defensively trying 
to hold (Fletcher) Watt. 
He's one of their best scor­
ers." 

That game tips off at 3 
p.m. Saturday at Ohio 
University Eastern. 

"At the beginning of the 
year we have some goals, 
and that's one of the goals, 
to always get in the top 
four," said Haney of the 
OV AC tournament. "We'd 
like to have a home game, 
like we did coming in sec­
ond, and to make it in the 
championship. 

"That's the key," said 
Haney. "That's why we like 
to put a lot of pressure on 
teams. We try to get 
turnovers and get the game 
up tempo. 

''That's the type of tempo 
we like, and we were able 
to do that tonight" 

Things went from bad to 
worse in the second quarter 

Steubenville cruised the 
rest of the way as the 
benches for both teams 
entered the contest late in 
the third quarter. 

Four double-digit scorers 
paved the way offensively 
for Big Red led by West's 
20 points. Young added 15 
with Lawson and Brandon 
Herring-Hill each deliver­
ing JO. 

Kowalski scored 12 to 
take top honors for 
Harrison. Watt, who scored 
seven points, gave the 
Huskies a reason to cele­
brate when he reached 
1,000 career points during 
the third quarter. 

"He's got our program 
back on track," said 
Clifford. "We had a couple 
of down years there, and 
he's been a big reason for 
that improvement. 

"Him and those other 

"We want to come home 
with the championship, 
too." 

Harrison Central hosts 
Martins Ferry Friday. 

HARRISON CENTRAL (41) 
-- K. Mitchell 1 0·0 2, Kowalski 
4 2-2 12, Yoho 2 3-3 8, B. 
Mllchell 0 0-0 0, Rutter 0 0·0 0, 
Watt 3 0-0 7, Redish 0 0-2 0, 
Evans 0 0-0 0, Johnson 0 0-0 
0, R. Mitchell 1 0·3 2, Olmstead 
0 2-2 2, Pelegreen 3 0·0 6, 
Mizer 1 0·0 2. Totals: 15 7-12. 

• Magnolia------
Continued from Page B1 

shooting from the field. 
Two of Price's points capped a 7-0 run that gave River 

a 15-12 lead after one quarter. From that poin~ the two 
teams were tied twice before Magnolia went up 27-22 
with Mark Winters on the bench in foul trouble. The 
Wheeling Jesuit recruit finished with 19 points. 

Matt Marconi's layup pulled the Pilots to with five at 
45-40 at the start of period. But from there, Magnolia 
went on the game-clinching run and led 64-40 with a little 
more than two minutes remaining. 

A Winters' hook started the run. Zach Willhoite, who 
finished with a game-high 22 points, converted a 3-point 
play. 

Then, freshman Preston Boswell drained a pair of 3s 
from both sides of the court. He finished with 18 points. 

All told, the Blue Eagles shot 83 percent from the field 
during the quarter, compared to River's 3 of 17 (17 per­
cent) showing. 

"We just couldn't put a shot in," River coach Mark 
Romick said. "When the heat turns up like that you have 
to be patient and we didn't do that and (the score) was the 
result 

"We got to the fourth quarter and we became impatient. 
The past two games (against Magnolia) we maintained 
that patience the whole game. 

"We shot a lot better that last two times (against 
Magnolia). Then, we hit those shots. (Tuesday), we could­
n't hit them.'' 

Cody Caldwell joined Price with 12 points. Marconi 
finished with IO. 

RIVER (45) -- Marconi 3.7 2-2 10; J.lndermuhle 4-9 1-2 9; 
Cafdwell 5-16 0-0 12; Price 5·18 1-212; Eggleston 0-0 0·0 o; lsaly 
0·1 2-2 2; Dierkes 0-1 0·0 0; Brown 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 17-55 8-8. 
MAGNOLIA (72) - Boswell 5.9 4-5 18; Elliott 1 ·3 0-0 2; Rogalski 
2·6 0-2 4; Ma.Winters 7-15 3-8 19; Willhoite 9-12 4-5 22; 
Brookover 0·0 0-0 0; Emch o-o 0·0 o; Mlk.Wlnters o-o 0·0 o; 
Campbell 2-5 3-4 8; MIi.Winters 0-0 0·0 0; Ritz 0-0 0·0 0; Shimp 
0-0 0·0 0. Totals 26-48 13-20. 

Three-Point Gaels: River 5 (Marconi 2, Caldwell 2, Price); 
Magnolia 4 (Boswell 2, Ma.Winters, Campbell). 

Photo Provided 
BUCKEYE TRAIL'$ Josh Toland {32) soars above a 
Monroe Central defender Tuesday night In Old 
Washington. 

• Monroe-------
Continued from Page B1 

said Trail head coach Rod Gray. "We shot it well tonight, 
which we're capable of when we're patient. 1 thought we 
executed well from the outset It feels good to be moving 
onto Saturday." 

The Warriors, who are now 13-6, will meet Magnolia, 
which easily dispatched River to the consolation round in 
the other Class 3A semifinal. 

"Trail looked like the team that has a win against 
Cambridge this season," Tolzda said. "If they shoot and 
play like they did tonight, with their quickness, I think 
they'll have a chance against Magnolia." 

Trail owned a 17-13 lead after one, but the Seminoles 
got hot in the second. They actually started the third on a 
17-7 spurt to build a 30-24 lead. 

Then it became the Toland and Roe show. The duo 
scored 1 7 in the second and a late I 3-4 run allowed the 
Warriors to maintain their four-point cushion at the break. 

"We've got pretty decent quickness, but we couldn't 
contain them on the bounce tonigh~" Tolzda said. "They 
were just flying by us. We tried to change defenses a little 
bit, but they just kept going by us." 

The lead was still four a few minutes in the fourth quar­
ter before Beaver dialed in a triple, Toland converted a 
conventional 3-point play and eventually the lead had 
swelled to I 4, 54-40. 

Monroe only got as close as 11 the rest of the way. 
"I know the score looks ugly, but this was a battle for 

the most part," Tolzda said. "Our kids played hard as they 
have all season and we've got a tough road to hoe coming 
up." 



• 5t. (;.--------------------
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speciul, but I knew it wasn't the last 
game here. 

"It's tough to realize that we've 
played our finul game on this court, 
but I'm glad to have done it with this 
group of guys," he said in referring to 
his group senior classmates. 

With the win, state-ranked St. 
Clairsville (19-2) will meet No. 2 
seeded Steubenville Saturday after­
noon at 3 p.m. for the title inside 
Ohio University Eastern's Health and 
Physical Education Building. Big Red 
prevented an all-Clifford final by 
beating Harrison Central, 77 -41. 

Veteran St. Clairsville head coach 
Kim Clifford had trouble keeping his 
composure when asked what it meant 
to watch this group of seniors play its 
final game on John Jenkins Court. 

"It's tough," he said, choking back 
bis emotions. "When you've got a 
connection with a group of guys like 
this, it goes deep. I've heen with these 
kids in this gym for four or five years 
now. 

"They're a tight group," he contin­
ued as the seniors posed for pictures 
with Clifford's wife, Penny. "It's a 
family thing. It's tough, but it's spe­
cial, as well." 

Behind the silky-smooth 
Monteroso, the Red Devils took con­
trol early and never looked back in 
reaching the championship game for 
the third straight season. They are 1-
1, winning last year over East 
Liverpool. 

Monteroso scored 17 points in the 
first eight minutes as the hosts 
grabhed a 22-11 advantage. He then 
tacked on 14 more to account for all 
but 20 of his team's points in a 51-25 
halftime margin. 

"Dan came out focused tonight." 

"WE JUST ran Into one of the 
greatest players I've ever 
coached agains~ playing one of 
the greatest games he's ever 
played." 

-JetrSabaUno 
Martins Ferry head coach 

Clifford noted. "We said 'the standard 
is a standard,' something that the 
(Pittsburgh) Steelers use. We knew 
they (Ferry) were a little short-hand­
ed, but we wanted to make sure we 
came out and did what we had to do." 

In addition to Monteroso's game­
high effort, Jerrid Marhefka knocked 
down a dozen lightings. Adam 
Jeffries and Dylan Campbell evenly 
split 14. 

Martins Ferry (9-8), which played 
with seniors Cody Schau and Tyler 
Strama, was led by bullish junior 
Robert Vargo. The 6-5 banger scored 
21 points and yanked down a game­
high 16 rebounds. Freshman Emilio 
Appolloni donated 10 points. Jake 
Barritt added seven. 

Monteroso also grabbed six 
rebounds, us did Jay Gossett us both 
teams landed 3 3. Monteroso also 
udded four assists, three blocked shots 
and a pair of steals. 

"I've never heen prouder of a team 
that got beat by 28 points," veteran 
Martins Ferry head coach Jeff 
Sabatino admitted. "We played with 
no seniors. We started two freshmen, 
two sophomores and a junior, and for 
the most part, I felt they played as 
well us they were capable. 

"We just ran into one of the great­
est players I've ever coached against, 

playing one of the greatest games he's 
ever played," Sabatino said of 
Monteroso. "That first half was unhe­
lievable. What we're we going to do? 
We were in awe. 

"Maybe we can get healed up a lit­
tle and get ready for the postseuson," 
he added. "We get a pretty good play­
er back in Cody. I like where we are 
sitting hecause these kids that played 
tonight showed that they can play a 
little." 

St. Clairsville only turned the ball 
over five times, four of those coming 
in the fourth quarter long after the 
five senior starters - injured Riley 
Carlton (ankle) checked in at the 
quarter break - had taken their fmal 
curtain call, which came a mere two 
ticks into the fourth quarter. They 
walked off the floor arm-in-arm to a 
well-deserved standing ovation. 

Martins Ferry travels to Cadiz 
Friday night to meet Harrison Cenlrul 
in the third-place game. 

The Purple Riders avoided a sweep 
by claiming a thrilling victory in the 
N game. They are now 10-6. 

Varsity scoring: 
MARTINS FERRY (48) - Vargo 9 3-4 

21; Barritt 3 O·O 7; Appollonl 5 0-0 1 O; 
Sears 2 0-0 5; A. Burress 1 0-2 1; Agnew O 
0-0 o; D. Schau o 0-0 o; Edwards o 0-0 o; 
J. Burress o 0-2 o; Barbour 1 o-o 2; Rine o 
1-21; J. Shene 00-1 O;Totals: 21-51 4-11. 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE (76) - D. Monteroso 
12 10-12 37; Jeffries 3 0-0 7; Giffin 10-02; 
Marhefka 5 0-0 12; Campbell 2 1-2 7; 
Colaman O o-o O; Burghy o 0-0 O; Darosa O 
0-0 O; Keylor 1 4-4 6; Gossett O o-o O; 
Carlton o 0-0 o; Hotham o 0-0 O; Trouten 1 
0-0 2; M. Monteroso O 1-2 1; Panepuccl 1 
0-0 2; Totals: 26-51 16-20. 

Three-Point Goals: Martins Ferry 2 
(Barritt, Sears); St. Clairsville 8 (D. 
Monteroso 3, Marhefka 2, Campbell 2, 
Jeffries) 

North can be reached at 
knorth@ti111es/eader011line.co111 

• Steubenville----------------
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A Kulub Mitchell basket 
made the score 15-7 after 
the first eight minutes, but 
the tone was set by Big 
Red's defense getting the 
home squad out in transi­
tion. Periogn West scored 
seven in the opening stanza 
to match Harrison Central's 
team. 

"That's the key," said 
Haney. "That's why we like 
to put a lot of pressure on 
teams. We try to get 
turnovers and get the game 
up tempo. 

''That's the type of tempo 
we like, and we were able 
to do that tonight." 

Things went from bad to 
worse in the second quarter 

for Harrison Central. With 
Big Red up 28-14, and 
4: 12 left in the half, 
Sleuhenville went on a 12-
2 run to lead 40-16 at inter­
mission. West and Mylik 
Young each scored six in 
the quarter with Tajuan 
Lawson adding five. 

Steubenville cruised the 
rest of the way as the 
benches for both teams 
entered the contest late in 
the third quarter. 

Four double-digit scorers 
paved the way offensively 
for Big Red led by West's 
20 points. Young added 15 
with Lawson and Brandon 
Herring-Hill ench deliver­
ing 10. 
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"We had four guys scor­
ing," said Haney. "That's 
what we like, that kind of 
balanced scoring. I thought 
Mylik made a lot of big 
plays defensively. 

"Tajuan Lawson did a 
great job defensively trying 
to hold (Fletcher) Watt. 
He's one of their hest scor­
ers." 

Kowalski scored 12 to 
take top honors for 
Harrison. Watt, who scored 
seven points, gave the 
Huskies a reason to cele­
brate when he reached 
1,000 career points during 
the third quarter. 

"He's got our program 
back. on track," said 
Clifford. "We had a couple 
of down years there, and 
he's been a big reason for 
that improvement. 

"Him and those other 
two seniors (Rashaen 
Mitchell and Nick 
Pelegreen) are the reason 
we got to play in this 
game." 

Awaiting Big Red in the 
title game is St Clairsville, 
76-48 winners over 
Martins Ferry in the other 
semifinal game. 

That game tips off at 3 
p.m. Saturday at Ohio 
University Eastern. 

"At the beginning of the 
year we have some goals, 
and that's one of the goals, 
to always get in the top 
four," said Haney of the 
OV AC tournament. "We'd 
like to have a home game, 
like we did coming in sec­
ond, und to make it in the 
championship. 

"We want to come home 
with the championship, 
too." 

Harrison Central hosts 
Martins Ferry Friday. 

HARRISON CENTRAL (41) 
- K. Mitchell 1 0-0 2, Kowalski 
4 2-2 12, Yoho 2 3-3 8, B. 
Mitchell O 0-0 0, Ruller O 0-0 0, 
Watt 3 0-0 7, Redish O 0-2 0, 
Evans O 0-0 0, Johnson O 0-0 
0, R. M~chell 1 0-3 2, Olmstead 
o 2-2 2, Pelegr'een 3 0-0 6, 
Mizer 1 0-0 2. Totals: 15 7-12. 
STEUBENVILLE (71) - West 8 
1-2 20, Linn O 2-2 2, Herring­
Hill 5 0-1 10, Bailey O 0-0 0, 
Lawson 5 1-2 13, Herrington 0 
0-0 0, Young 5 5-8 15, Sterling 
2 0-2 4, Redman 3 1-1 7, Smith 
1 0-0 2, Perdue 2 0-0 4. 
TOTALS: 31 10-18 77. 

Three-Point Goals: Harrison 
Central 4 (Kowalski 2, Watt, 
Yoho); Steubenville 5 (West 3, 
Lawson 2). 
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finished with I 0. 
RIVER (45) •· Marconi 3-7 2-2 10; J.lndermuhle 4-9 1-2 9; 

Caldwell 5-160-012; Price 5-181-212; Eggleston 0-0 0-0 O; lsaly 
0-1 2-2 2; Dierkes 0-1 0-0 O; Brown 0-2 0-0 O. Totals 17-55 6-8. 
MAGNOLIA (72) - Boswell 5-9 4-5 18; Elliott 1-3 0-0 2; Rogalski 
2-6 0-2 4; Ma.Winters 7-15 3-6 19; Willholta 9-12 4-5 22; 
Brookover 0-0 0-0 O; Emch 0-0 0-0 O; Mik.W!nters 0-0 0-0 O; 
Campbell 2-5 3-4 B; Mil. Winters 0-0 0-0 O; Ritz 0-0 0-0 O; Shimp 
0-0 0-0 0. Totals 26-48 13-20. 

Three-Point Goals: River 5 (Marconi 2, Caldwell 2, Price); 
Msgnolls 4 (Boswell 2, Me.Winters, Campbell). 

Photo Provided 

BUCKEYE TRAIL'S Josh Toland (32) soars above a 
Monroe Central defender Tuesday night in Old 
Washington. 

• Monroe-------
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said Trail head coach Rod Gray. "We shot it well tonight, 
which we're capable of when we're patient. I thought we 
executed well from the outset. It feels good to be moving 
onto Saturday." 

The Warriors, who are now 13-6, will meet Magnolia, 
which easily dispatched River to the consolation round in 
the other Class 3A semifinal. 

"Trail looked like the team that has a win against 
Cambridge this season," Tolzda said. "If they shoot and 
play like they did tonight, with their quickness, I think 
they'll have a chance against Magnolia." 

Trail owned a 17-13 lend after one, but the Seminoles 
got hot in the second. They actually started the third on a 
17-7 spurt to build a 30-24 lead. 

Then it became the Toland and Roe show. The duo 
scored I 7 in the second and a late 13-4 run allowed the 
Warriors to maintain their four-point cushion at the break. 

"We've got pretty decent quickness, but we couldn't 
contain them on the bounce tonigh~" Tolzda said. "They 
were just flying by us. We tried to change defenses a little 
bit, but they just kept going by us." 

The lead was still four a few minutes in the fourth quar­
ter before Beaver dialed in a triple, Toland converted a 
conventional 3-point play and eventually the lead had 
swelled to 14, 54-40. 

Monroe only got us close as 11 the rest of the way. 
"I know the score looks ugly, but this was a battle for 

the most part," Tolzda said. "Our kids played hard us they 
have all season and we've got a tough road to hoe coming 
up." 

Cameron Jorris led the Seminoles with 15 points. 
Korey Lafferre added 14 points and eight rebounds. 

The Seminoles will trek to River on Friday for the con­
solation game in Class 3A. 

Monroe Central managed a split, however, since its 
reserve squad posted a 61-50 victory in the prelim. 

Varsity scoring: 
MONRDE CENTRAL (59) - C. Jorrls 5, 3-3 15; AnUII 5, 0-0 

10; lafferre 5, 4-5 14; Brown 2, 0-0 4; Guller 0, 0-0 O; Kuhn 3, 0-1 
6; Z. Jorrls 2, 0-0 6; Burkhart o, O·O o; Duffy 1, 0-0 2; Hill o, o-o o; 
Logston 0, 0-0 O; Schuerman 0, 0-0 O; Yontz 0, 0-0 o; Alleman 1, 
0-0 2; Totals: 24, 7-9 59. BUCKEYE TRAIL (80) - Roe 7, 7-8 22; 
Toland 10, 3-3 23; Beaver 5, 0-2 12; T. Starr 3, 3-4 11; Gray 3, 1-
2 7; Evans 1, o-o 2; Doudna o, o-o O; Lashley o, o-o o; Douglas o, 
1-21; Warden o, 0-0 o; Cutlip 0, 0-0 O; Totals: 29, 12-18 80. 

Three-Point Goals: MC - C. Jorrls (2), Z. Jorrls (2). BT -
Roe, Beaver (3), Starr (2). 

Staskey can be reached at sstaskey@timesleader­
online.com 
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