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OVAC champions

. Fred Younce
CLASS 5A CHAMPS — The Edison baseball team defeated Cambridge, 3-1, Saturday at Vaccaro Field to win the Ohlo Valley Athletic Con-
ference Class 5A champlonship. It was the third straight OVAC title for the Wildcats, each In a different classification.

‘3 straight in
3 classes for
Wildcats

By FRED YOUNCE
Sports writer

STEUBENVILLE — New
season, new Ohio Valley Ath-
letic Conference class, same
result for the Edison baseball
machine.

Behind a strong mound per-
formance from Ryan Kra-
marich, and a trio of early
runs, the Wildcats claimed
their third OVAC baseball title
in a row, 3-1, over Cambridge
Saturday at Vaccaro Field.

See WILDCATS Page 2C
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By ED LOOMAN
Sports correspondent

STEUBENVILLE — Shady-
side coach Mike Meintel was
spot on when he said Catholic
Central’'s Chris  Murphy
pitched “a heck of a game” in
Saturday's Ohio Valley Athlet-
ic Conference Class 2A cham-
plonship contest.

The junior right hander
allowed just two hits and
worked his way of several jams ' - : . B
as the Crusaders earned their fred Yauncs

CLASS 2A CHAMPS — The Steubenville Catholic Central baseball team defeated Shadyside, 7-3, Saturday at Vaccaro Fleld to win the Ohio

See CRUSADERS Page 2C & Valley Athletic Conference Class 2A championship. .
First title

for Huskies
since 2006

By ED LOOMAN
Sports correspondent

STEUBENVILLE — Harri-
son Central rode the arm of
| Rashaen Mitchell and an
opportunistic offense to the
Ohio Valley Athletic Confer-
ence Class 4A championship
Saturday at Vacarro Field.

Mitchell, the senior lefty,
didn’t have his best stuff but
what he had was good enough
for the Huskies to beat Big Red

FedYounce 114 for the school's first
CLASS 4A CHAMPS — The Harrison Central baseball team defeated Steubenville, 11-4, Saturday at Vaccaro Field to win the Ohio Valley
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5-0, series-opening loss on That was totally clear when
Wednesday and seemed New York forward Kyle
‘primed to be routed again on Okposo had the first fight of his
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Crusaders

first league crown since
2008 with a 7-3 victory
over the Tigers at Vacar-
ro Field.

“You know you've done
a heck of a job when you
only allow two hits in an
OVAC title game,” Mein-
tel said. “He pitched a
good game. You can’t win
baseball games with two
hits.”

. Central coach Don
Young praised Murphy
for “gutting it out.”

“He's still not 100 per-
cent but I thought he
threw a heck of a game,”
Young stated, “He got into
some trouble at the end by
walking a couple of guys.
He wasn’t real sharp but
he battled and the kids
behind him battled. It was
a total team effort.” :

The Crusader offense
gave Murphy the cushion
he needed by scoring five
times in the initial two
innings:_ Aleks Porreca's

Huskies

single was the big blow of
the two-run first.

Central added three in
the second thanks to Kyle
Laukert's single, Mur-
phy’s RBI ground out and
two wild pitches. |

“The first two innings
set the tone for the whole
game,” Meintel noted.
“They came ready to play
and we didn't.”

Murphy kept the
Tigers hitless until Cody
Hudson’s two-out single to
right in the fifth. Shady-
side did threaten in the
third. Luke Nardo was hit
by a pitch and Chase
Kinemond drew a:free
pass. A perfect strike
from catcher Laukert to
second baseman Mlchael
Barber cut down
Kinemond on an attempt-
ed steal. Murphy then
retired two in a row to
escape trouble.

Shadyside’s first two
batters worked Murp}ly

for watks in the fourth but

again, the Crusader
hurler was up to the chal-
lenge, retiring three

"straight. A potential Tiger

rally in the fifth was cut
short whén Murphy
picked off a runner at
first,

Michael Barber made
several nice plays at sec-
ond to give Murphy
defensive support. Stone
Romano did the same at
first and Porreca in right.

Central added a couple
of insurance runs in the
seventh thanks to Brenton
Colabella’s single. Shady-
side finally got to Murphy
for its three tallies in the
home half of the frame,
Adam Stupak delivering a
run-scoring base knock,

The Crusaders man-
aged six hits off Shady-
side starter and loser
Jared Brooks. The south-
paw settled down after
the opening frames and

pitched well. He recorded
13 strikeouts.

“We didn’t hit the ball
wel,” Young  said.
“Brooks is good. We did
just enough offensively
and that's what we try to
do every day-just enough
to win.”

Meintel also praised
Brooks' effort but noted,
“you can’t win on two hits
no matter how good he
pitches. He really settled
down after the first two
innings and threw well.

“The bottom line is we
only had two hits and you
can't win games with two
hits.” i

Laukert and Murphy
both had two hits for Cen-
tral, which entered the
tournament as the fourth
seed and now stands at 13-

3.

Young, whose Cru-
saders fell in the 2012
OVAC title game to
Linsly, admitted he was

feeling “a lot better this
year than I was last year.”

“We've come a long
way and we expect a lot
from our kids,” the Cen-
tral coach said. “The sea-
son we had last year was a
stepping stone for our
program. These kids have
come every day and
worked hard. We still
have a lot of improve- §
ments to make and we
have to get better before
the tournament.

Wildcats

Continued from Page 1C

“This is just a step. We
were here last year and
we don't want to create
bad habits. We want to be
in the finals every year
and be competitive.”

Central will return {o
action Monday when it
hosts Martins Ferry.

Catholic Cenfral 7, Shadyslde 1
Cathnlic Cenral 230000 2

'g 000 000 3
SHADYSIDE (13-7): Eruaks {LF, 188, 13K,
1HB) and Dorris, Sih{sa RBI; Hudson 5.
CENTRAL (13-5): rphy (WP. 488, 1K,
4HB} and Laukert, Laukert 25; Murghy 15,
RBI; Colabelia 3, RBI; Porreca 5,

league title since 2006.

He went the distance
for Justin Clifford's club,
scattering four hits and
mowing down 11 Big Red
batters via strikes.

“We debated whether
or not he was going to go
today,” Clifford said of
Mitchell. “He hasn’t had
this best stuff in the last
couple games. It was ijust

frame, Mitchell and Nick
Pelegreen both drew
walks from Big Red
starter Anthony Zorne.
Drew Horn moved them
up with an infield chop
single. Mitchell scored
when Nice Staten worked
Zorne for a free pass.
Pelegreen made it 2-0,
scoring on a wild pitch.
To its credit. Bizr Red

throw to third, Designat-
ed hitter Rhett Kuryn
then drilled a double fo
deep left to produce
another tally.

Matt Petrella’s RBI

single accounted for-Big
Red’s final run in the
fifth. Harrison Central
added some insurance
tallies in the sixth, Staten
and Kurvn both driving

Continued from Page 1C

fourth.

“Antheny didn't have
his best stuff and Evan
didn't have his best
stuff,” Heatherington
added. *But when they
put the ball in play, we
have to make plays. We
didn't make plays today
and we threw the ball all
over the field.

“That’s not us, but it

This year's SA crown
goes with last season’s
4A title, and a 3A crown
from two years ago.

“It feels good,” said
Edison head coach Mike
Collopy of his team’s
OVAC crown. “We never
set that out as one of our
goals. We just try to get
better every day.

“We had the opportu-
nity to win it, and obvi-
ously we didn't turn it
down. I told these guys
they worked their tail off
to put themselves in this
situation, and it wasn't
about anything else than
but just going out and
getting it done.”

Kramarich  surren-
dered six hits and gave
up one run over a cCom-
plete seven innings of
work. He pitched out of
several iams throughout

Continued from Page 1C

reached on a walk, to cut
the lead to one,

The Wildcats answered
right back in the bottom
of the frame. Nolan Mar-
cus reached on an one-out
single, and then took sec-
ond on an errant throw in
from left field. Alec Jones
then connected for his
second double of the
game, this one driving
home Marcus to make the
score 3-1 Edison.

“We had some aggres-
sive base running that
paid off,” said Collopy.
“We had some timely
hits. Alec Jomes and
Austin Horan each had a
big hit, and we were able
to scratch out a run on a
wild pitch.”

The Bobcats threat-
ened in the top of the sev-
enth with two on and one
down. but Kramarich



gave Murphy the cushion
he needed by scoring five
times in the initial two
innings. Aleks Porreca’s

Huskies
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retired two in a row to
egcape trouble.
Shadyside’s first two
batters worked Murphy

IJEB\-I AlA MILD WLi uunuy-
side starter and loger
Jared Brooks. The south-
paw settled down after
the opening frames and

Young, - whose Cru-
saders fell in the 2012
OVAC title pgame to
Linsly, admitted he was

league title since 2006.

He went the distance
for Justin Clifford’s club,
scattering four hits and
mowing down 11 Big Red
batters via strikes.

“We debated whether
or not he was going to go
today,” Clifford said of
Mitchell, “He hasn't had
this best stuff in the last
couple games. It was just
a gutsy performance. He
gaid last night he was
ready to go and wanted
the ball.

*We weren't thinking
we'd get seven out of
him. We were thinking
four or maybe five. He
kept coming in saying he
wanted to go. What can
you say about the kid? He
did a great job.”

Offensively, the
Huskies managed just
eight hits but took full
advantage of nine walks
and several Big Red
fielding miscues.

“We've done that all
year,” Clifford stated.
“We haven'’t really come
on and recorded 15 or 16
hits in a game, We have
been able to manufacture
runs. The kids are doing
what they're supposed to
do. They are getting

bunts down and being
patient at the plate.”
Harrison’s first three
runs came via some two-
out lighting. In the initial

frame, Mitchell and Nick
Pelegreen both drew
walks from Big Red
starter Anthony Zorne,
Drew Horn moved them
up with an infield chop
single. Mitchell scored
when Nice Staten worked
Zorne for m free pass.
Pelegreen made it 2-0,
scoring on a wild pitch,

To its credit, Big Red
came right back in the
top of the second to take
the lead.

Justin Corsi started
the rally when he lined a
single past the Harrison
third baseman. Pat Pizzo-
ferrato roped one up the
middle and Kai McClurg
reached via an error to
load the sacks. Corsi
raced home on a wild
pitch. Lucas Herring-
ton's sharp eingle to right
chased home two more
runs,

Mitchell’s RBI singie
in the bottom of the
frame knotted the score
at 3-3. His hit plated Dal-
ton Rutter who drew a
two-out walk and
advanced on a,

The Husldes broke
things open in the fourth,
scoring five runs on just
two hits. Clifford's crew
worked Big Red's pitch-
ers for four straight
walks, scored two runs
on wild pitches and a
third following an errant

throw to third. Designat-
ed hitter Rhett Kuryn
then drilled a double to
deep left to produce
another tally,

Matt Petrella’s RBI
single accounted for Big
Red's final run in the
fifth. Harrison Central
added some insurance
tallies in the sixth. Staten
and Kuryn both driving
home runs.

Kuryn paced the
Huskie offense with two
hits and 2ZRBI.

“He's been strupggling
a little lately,” Clifford
said of Kuryn. “We didn't
have him in the order the
other night, just to clear
his head a little. Qur sen-
iors, however, have just
done what we have asked
them. In big spots today,
they came up big.”

For Big Red’s Fred
Heatherington, the result
came down to a simple
matter.

“Qur

defense was

atrocious,” he said. *“We

did a pretty good job at
the plate and we battled.
The game came down to
the fact that we didn’t
meke plays and they

did "

Zorne, Big Red's
freshman lefthander,
hung tough against the
Huskies for three innings
before giving way to

Evan Westlake in thez

Continued from Page 1C

fourth,

“Anthony didn't have
his best stuff and Evan
didn't have his best
stuff,” Heatherington
added. “But when they
put the ball in play, we
have to make plays. We
didn't make plays today
and we threw the ball all
over the field.

“That's not us, but it
was today. We have to
regroup and get ready
for the tournament.”

Big Red, now 13-8, will
entertain Union Local
Tuesday.

The conference crown
was the fourth in school
history for Harrison Cen-
tral, which 1mpr0ved to
16-5

“This one has been a
long time coming,” Clif-
ford sald. “This senior
group deserves it.. They
went through their aches
and pains early on. They
have really turned it
around these last two
years.”

The Huskies return to
action Monday, visiting
Union Local.

Harrlson Centralll,a Red 4
Steubenville oo -444
Harrlson Central MR x-181

STEUBENVILLE {134): Zorne (LP, 4BB,
4K} Westiaha {4, 388, 1K) and McChurg.
Petrelia §, RBI, Corsl 5¢ Plmoferrato §;
Herrington S, R

HARRISON CENTML {14-5): R. Mitchell
(WP, 388, 11K, THB) and Staien, Kuryn D,
5, ZRBI; R, Mitchell S, RBI; Pelegreen S,
RBI; Homn §; Staten 5, 2RBI; K, Mitchell
7 Rutter S
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of insurance runs._in the
seventh thanks to Brenton
Colabella’s single. Shady-
side finally got to Murphy
for its three tallies in the
home half of the frame,
Adam Stupak delivering a
run-scoring base knock.
The Crusaders man-
aged six hits off Shady-
side starter and loser
Jared Brooks. The south-
paw settled down after
the opening frames and
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only had two hits and you
can't win games with two
hits.”

Laukert and Murphy
both had two hits for Cen-
tral, which entered the
tournament as the fourth
seed and now stands at 13-
5.

Young, whose Cru-
saders fell in the 2012
OVAC title game to
Linsly, admitied he was
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throw to third. Designat-
ed hitter Rhett Kuryn
then drilled a double to
deep left to produce
another tally. -

Matt Petrella’s RBI

single accounted for Big-
Red’s final run in the"

fifth. Harrison Central
added some insurance
tallies int the sixth. Staten
and Kuryn both driving
home runs. _

Kuryn paced the
Huskie offenase with two
hits and 2RBL

“He's been struggling
a little lately,” Clifford

said of Kuryn. *We didn't.

have him in the order the
other night, just to clear
his head a little. Our sen-
jors, however, have just
done what we have asked
them. In big spots today,
they came up big.”

For Big Red’s Fred
Heatherington, the result
came down to a simple
matter.

“Our defense Wwas
atrocious,” he said. “We
did a pretty good job at
the plate and we battled.
The game came down fo
the fact that we didn’
make plays and the
did.”

Big Red's
freshman lefthander,
hung tough against the
Huskies for three innings
before giving way to
Evan Westlake in the

Continued from Page 1C

fourth.

“Anthony didn't have
his best stuff and Evan
didn't have his best
stuff,” Heatheringion
added. “But when they
put the ball in play, we
have to make plays. We
didn’t make plays today
and we threw the ball all
over the field.

“That's not us, but it
was today. We have to
regroup and get ready
for the tournament.”

Big Red, now 13-8, will
entertain Union Local
Tuesday.

The conference crown
was the fourth in school
history for Harrison Cen-
tral, which improved to
16-5. :

“This one has been &
long time coming,” Clif-
ford said. “This senior
group deserves it. They
went through their aches
and pains early on. They
have really turned it
around these last two
years.”

The Huskies return to
action Monday, visiting
Union Local.

Harrison Central 11, Blg Red 4

Stevbenvilie g0 - 44d
Harrison Cantral nmsmx-n02
STEUBENYILLE (134} Zorne {LP, 4BB,
4K) Westlake (4, 388, 1K} and McClurg.
Peirella 5, RBY; Cors! 5; Plaoferraio 5
Herrington S, RBI,
HARRISON CENTRAL (18511 R. Mitchedl
(WP, 388, 11K, 1HE} and Statsn. Kuryn D,
S, 1RBI; R. Mitchell 5, RBI; Puiegresn 5,
REI; Horn §; Staten 5, 2RBY; K. Mitchell
§; Rutler 5.
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This year’s SA crown
goes with last season’s
4A title, and a 3A crown
from two years ago.

“It feels good,” said
Edison head coach Mike
Collopy of his team'’s
OVAC crown. “We never
set that out as one of our
goals. We just try to get
better every day.

“We had the opportu-
nity to win it, and obvi-
ously we didn't turn it
down. I told these guys
they worked their tail off
to put themselves in this
situation, and it wasn't
about anything else than
but just going out and
getting it done.”

Kramarich  surren-
dered six hits and gave
up one run OVEr A com-
plete seven innings of
work. He pitched out of
several jams throughout
the game, and was
backed up by a strong
defensive performance
that saw the Wildcats
commit just one error.
Kramarich struck out
four on the afternoon.

“Ryan pitched a heck
of a game,” said Collopy.
“He’s been pitching well
for us all year. He new
this was going to be his
game coming into the
week. He did what you
ask any senior to do.

“He stepped up, he
threw strikes, kept them
off balance, and we made
the plays behind him
when we needed to.”

Edison manufactured
itg’ first run in the bot-
tom half of the game's
opening frame courtesy
the legs of Josh Pasek.
Pasek drew a one-out
walk to reach base. The
ball went to the fence on
a pickoff move to first,
allowing the speedy
Pasek to round all the
way to third base. He
then crossed on a passed
ball to make the score 1-0
Wildcats.

Edison produced its’
next run in the second
inning. Storm Allese con-
nected for a single. He
advanced to second base

. on a Dylan Glasure sacri-

fice bunt, and to third
Chance Wilkin

———— et #m thind

Continued from Page 1C

reached on a walk, to cut
the lead to one.

The Wildcats answered
right back in the bottom
of the frame. Nolan Mar-
cus reached on an one-out
single, and then took sec-
ond on an errant throw in
from left field. Alec Jones
then connected for his
second double of the
game, this one driving
home Marcus to make the
score 3-1 Edison.

“We had some aggres-
sive base running that
paid off,” said Collopy.
“We had some timely
hits. Alec Jones and
Austin Horan each had &
big hit, and we were able
to scratch out a run on a
wild pitch.”

The Bobcats threat-
ened in the top of the sev-
enth with two on and one
down, but Kramarich
proceeded to sit down the
final two batters on
strikes to set of the Edi--
son celebration. '

“We've got a great
baseball team,” said
Cambridge head coach
Dave Gray. “We've
struggled here at the end
putting the ball in play
with runners in scoring
position, and this is what
happens.

“We left 11 guys on
base in crucial situations,
we had first and third
here in the seventh, and
we don't get a big hit.”

Standiford had a
strong effort on the hill
for the Bobcats despite
the loss. He gave up just -
five hits while going the
distance and striking out
two.

Ben Standiford came
in and did a good job
today,” said Gray. “He's
5-0 with two saves, and
probably our number two
guy. He threw a good
game, we just couldn’t
help him out.”

The Wildcats moved to
17-3 on the year and look
to keep things rolling
Monday when they travel
to East Liverpool.

4] feel great for our
seniors,” said Collopy.
4Sometimes they get for-
gotten by people between
last year's class and next
wvanrta grnun hnt thV’VE
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then drilled a double to
deep left to produce
another tally.

Matt Petrella's RBI
single accounted for Big
Red’'s final run in the
fifth. Harrison Central
added some insurance
tallies in the sixth. Staten
and Kuryn both driving
home runs,

Kuryn paced the
Huskie offense with two
hits and 2RBI,

“He's been struggling
a little lately,” Clifford
said of Kuryn. “We didn’t
have him in the order the
other night, just to clear
his head a little. Our sen-
iors, however, have just
done what we have asked
them. In big spots today,
they came up big.”

For Big Red's Fred
Heatherington, the result
came down to a simple
matter.

“Our defense was
atrocious,” he said. “We
did a pretty good job at
the plate and we battled.
The game came down to
the fact that we didn't
make plays and they

djd 11
Big Red’s

Zorne,
freshman lefthander,

hung tough against the
Huskies for three innings
before giving way to
Evan Westlake in the
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fourth.

“Anthony didn't have
his best stuff and Evan
dido't have his best
stuff," Heatherington
added. “But when they
put the ball in play, we
have to make plays. We
didn’'t make plays today
and we threw the ball all
over the field.

“That’s not us, but it
was today. We have to
regroup and get ready
for the tournament.”

Big Red, now 13-8, will
entertain Unlon Local
Tuesday.

The conference crown
was the fourth in school
history for Harrison Cen-
tral, which improved to
16-5.

“This one has been a
long time coming,” Clif-
ford said. “This senior
group deserves it. They
went through their aches
and pains early on. They
have really turned it
around these last two
years.”

The Huskies return to
action Monday, visiting
Union Local.

Harrison Cernnl i, B[‘ﬂ Red 4
Steubenyiile 00 - 444
Harrison Ceniral ms:ax-nn
STEUBENVILLE {13-9): Zorns (LP, ¢BB,
4K) Westlaks (4, 3BR, 1K} and McClurg.
Petrella 5, RBI; Corsl §; Plrzoferrafo 5;
Herringtan §, REI
HARRISON CERTRAL {(165)s R, Mitcheli
(WP, JBA, 11K, THB) and Siaten, Kuryn D,
5, IRBI; R. Miichell §, RB); Pelegreen S,
RBI; Horn §; Staten S, 2RBI; K. Milchell
5; Rutter 5.

YWE uHU ¢ UppOrtu-
nity to win it, and obvi-
ously we didn’t turn it
down. I told these guys
they worked their tail off
to put themselves in this
situation, and it wasn't
about anything else than
but just going out and
getting it done.”

Kramarich  surren-
dered six hits and gave
up one run over a com-
plete seven innings of
work. He pitched out of
several jams throughout
the game, and was
backed up by a strong
defensive performance
that saw the Wildcats
commit just onme error.
Kramarich struck out
four on the afternoon.

“Ryan pitched a heck
of a game,” said Collopy.
“He’s been pitching well
for us all year. He new
this was going to be his
game coming into the
week, He did what you
ask any senior to do.

“He stepped up, he
threw strikes, kept them
off balance, and we made
the plays behind him
when we needed to.”

Edison manufactured
its’ first run in the bot-
tom half of the game's
opening frame courtesy
the legs of Josh Pasek.
Pasek drew a one-out
walk to reach base. The
ball went to the fence on
a pickoff move to first,
allowing the speedy
Pasek to round all the
way to third base. He
then crossed on a passed
ball to make the score 1-0
Wildcats.

Edison produced its’
next run in the second
inning. Storm Allese con-
nected for a single. He
advanced to second base
on a Dylan Glasure sacri-
fice bunt, and to third
base on a Chance Wilkin
ground out to third.
Austin Horan then made
the score 2-0 with an RBI
single,

Cambridge cut the
lead to
the third off the bat of
pitcher Ben Standiford.
Standiford singled home
Trevor Wilkinson, who

2-1 in the top of Ediwmn

game, this O0e driving
home Marcus to make the
score 3-1 Edison.

"We had some aggres-
sive base running that
paid off,” said Collopy.
“We had some timely
hits. Alec Jones and
Austin Horan each had a
big hit, and we were able
to scratch out a run on a
wild pitch.”

The Bobcats threat-
ened in the top of the sev-
enth with two on and one
down, but Kramarich
proceeded to sit down the
final two Dbatters on
strikes to set of the Edi-
son celebration,

“We've got a great
baseball team,” said
Cambridge head coach
Dave Gray. *“We've
struggled here at the end
putting the ball in play
with runners in scoring
position, and this is what
happens.

“We left 11 guys on
base in crucial situations,
we had first and third
here in the seventh, and
we don't get a big hit.”

Standiford had a
strong effort on the hill
for the Bobcats despite
the loss. He gave up just
five hits while going the
distance and striking out
two.

Ben Standiford came
in and did a good job
today,” said Gray. “He's
50 with two saves, and
probably our number two
guy. He threw a good
game, we just couldn’t
help him out.”

The Wildcats moved to
17-3 on the year and look
to keep things rolling
Monday when they travel
to East Liverpool.

“T feel great for our
seniors,” said Collopy.
“Sometimes they get for-
gotten by people between
last year’s class and next
year's group, but they've
done a great job and I'm
really happy for them.”

Edlson 3, Cambridge 1
Cambridge OOl OO0 - 1463
Mowx-351
CAMBRIDGE: Standiford (LP, 2K, 28B)
and Fettes, Wilkinson 25, R; Standiford 15,
RBI; Hardesty 5; Francis 5.

EDISQNt Kramarlch (WP, 4K, 4BB) and
Glasure. Pasek R; Marcus 5, R; A, Jones
20, RB); Allese 5; Haran 5, RBI. :
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tdison edges Lambrldge for OVAC SA baseball tlﬂ|

:FF HARRISON
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JTEUBENVILLE — Cambridge High's bid for
ck-to-back OVAC Class 5A baseball champion-
ips was thwarted on Saturday as Edison claimed
1-1 victory at Vaccaro Field on the campus of the
niversity of Steubenville.
he Bobcats had their chances, but left a tutal
“eight runners on base including five in'scoring
sition. Meanwhile, a couple of early
iscues helped Edison take an early lead
hich it never refinquished in chalking
vits 17th win in 20 cutings. .
Edison ‘put single tallies on the score- ¥
yard in each of the first three innings,
cluding a run giftwrapped by the
oheats in the bottom of the first.
Josh Pasek reached on a one-out walk; scam-
sed all the way to third on an errant pick-off
tempt and then scored on a passed ball.
The Wildcats made it 2-0 in the second when
orm Allese led off with a single; moved to sec-
1d on a sactifice bunt and to third on a groumdout
sfere heading home on an RBI single by No. 9
tter Austin Horan.
Cambridge (16-8) cut the lead to 2-1 in the top of

the third frame. Trevor Wilkinson
opened with a base hit; stole sec-

ond and scored on an RBI single Einen

to right by Ben Standiford.
Edison got its final run in the
third with a little help from the

‘Cats when Nolan Marcus sin- | Devon Francls,

gled, but sprinted for second when

EDISDN 3, CAIIBH]DGE 1

RECORDS-~Cambridge 16-8; Edison 17-3,
STAT LEADERS--- For Cambridge,
Wilkinson,

key hits and that was the differ- |/
ence,” said Cambridge coach Dave
Gray.

Kramalich — who got the call
to the mound cver Nolmm Marcus
who had pitched a one-hitter in fast
week’s 7-0 semifinal victory over J;
Indian Creek — spaced six hits

T

the throw back to the.infield went

| while notching four strikeouts and

awry. Edison’s Alec Jones made
that pay off as he belted his second double
of the day to knock Marcus in for a 3-1
advantage. '
The Bobcats saw a golden opportunity
kYA slip away in the. fourth with two nunners a
Ay the comers, but a pick-off of the runner at
first and an ensuing throw to the plnte to
cut down the runner from third trying to
score ended the threat.
* In the fifth, Wilkinson singled; moved to second
on a sacrifice.and to third on a wild pitch, but two

infield groundouts followed to keep the Bobcats

at bay and then in the seventh, again CHS had
runners at first and third with one out, but consecu-
tive strikeouts by Edison hurler Ryan Kramalich
finished it off:

“We left eight guys on base, and they got some

three walks. ;

Ca.mbndge ace Ben Standiford, suffered his first
loss of the year. The big dght-hander (5-1) gave up-
only five hits while fanning two and walking two.. |
“Benny didn’t have his best stuff today,” Gray |
said. “His fastball was up and he couldn’t get th
curve across the plate, but he still kept us in the |

1

Jones' two doubles led Edison’s offense while |
Standiford and Wilkinson both had two singles for |
Cambridge.

Despite the loss, the Bobcats have acquitied
themselves very well in OVAC play in recent
years, winning the title in both 2008 and 2012.

Joff Harrlson/The Dally Jetfersol
“We've done very well (in the OVAC Cambridge High’s Trevor Wilkinson takes
Tournament),” Gray offered. “Over the last seven lead at second base in front of Edison sh

stop Nolan Marcus during Saturday’s OV
See CHS page B-3 Class 5A championship game at Steubeny]



_ .
Pholo by Scott McCloskey
Linsly’s Justin Lee dives back into second base as Fort Frye second baseman
Colton Shuster reaches for a throw during their game Saturday,

Linsly Stymies Fort Frye

Felt fires a four-hitter

BiSHOPS

(Continued from Page 9)

It was the third straight
OVAC championship for the
Bishops.

“We got two runs,” victo-
rious coach Bob Kleeh said.
“We didn’t get many, but we
had encugh to get it done,
We seem to play good up
here, the last three years
anyway.”

The Bishops struck for
both of their nins in the bot-
tom of the fourth inning on a
two-out double by Alex
Riedel that brought home
Joey Myers and Philip
Smith.

Prior to the short-and-
swift scoring strike by the
Bishops, Fuscardo had
mowed down 10 straight,
nine of them on sirikeouts.
Fuscardo struck out the first
eight Bishops who came to
the plate.

owever, it was a costly
error by the lanky junior
left-hander that set up the
Bishop Donahue runs.

Myers rifled a single
through the hole between
shortstop and third base for
‘the first Bishop Donahue hit
of the game. Smith dribbled
a swinging bunt to the right
of the mound that Fuscardo
fielded cleanly but he had to
hurry his throw to first base
and sailed the ball past first
baseman Mike Rogers for a
two-base error.

One ont later Riedel

crushed a pitch to deep left
center field that plated the
two runs. Riedel attempted
to stretch it into a triple and
wis thrown out at third base,

In the top of the fifth
inning, Madonna got some-
thing going when second
baseman Fargo Camerlango
drew the only Blue Dons
walk of the game. Senior
Tory Fuscardo ripped a line
drive up the right center-
field alley. As the two Blue
Dons raced around the base
paths, there was a miscue
that saw Camerlango get
caught in a rundown
between third base and
home plate. He was tagged
out trying to get home as
Fuscardo, who was credited
with a double, reached third
base. However, the rally
ended when Rogers hit a
liner right at the left fielder
for the third out,

Kaschke was very effec-
tive as well. The junior
right-hander scattered six
hits, walked one and struck
out two.

Mudonna scored its lone
run in the top of the sixth
inning when Luca Fuscardo
got a one-out single. He
came around to score when
the next batter, Will Bowser,
crushed a 1-2 pitch to the
wall over the right fielder’s
head for an RBI triple.

Bowser, was 3 for 3
adding two singles,
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Harrison trips
Ferryin 4A
semifinal, 7-6

By MIKE PALMER
Times Leader Sports Wiriter

CADIZ - Harrison Central’s
baseball team advanced to the Class
4A championship after holding off
Martins Ferry for o 7-6 victory on
Mazeroski Memorial Field Saturday
-morning. .

“It was not a work of art,” said
Harrison head coach Justin Clifford,
“However, I feel it is the mark of a
real quality team when they can
overcome mistakes and can still
Wiﬂ."

The Purple Riders got on the
scoreboard first when Marcus
Sutton drew a walk, Tyler Strama
moved him into scoring position
and Robert Vargo pushed him
across with a single,

The Huskies answered in the bot-
tom of the frame to knot it at one
apiece when a Nick Pelegreen

See, HARRISON, Page C3

‘ T-L. Phota/MIKE PALMER
MARTINS FERRY'S Ma'rcus
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U VAL pasepall

positioning down

to final three days

t
. The pennant chase is officially heat-
ing up. .

The  Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference baseball tournament opens
on Saturday and teams have through
Wednesday's games to jockey for
positdoning,

While some of the teams appear to
be locked into the tournament, there

are some bubble teams and some head-

to-head matchups that could certainly
play a role in the seeding for the five
classes.

Oune notable change
in the OVAC basebali
B tournament is the fact
% that the semifinals will
not be played at one

The higher seed will
now host the semifinal
round on

SETHSTASKEY Saturday and the
. _From the

winners will

Press Box:

i host site as has been |
f the case in years' past.

advance to play

al Vacarro Field '

in Steubenville . The 2A and 3A divi-
sions will be held on Friday at 5 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m., respectively.

In Class 4A, the Harrison Central
Huskies, despite suffering. their second
loss of the campaign on Saturday to
Edison, maintain a 20- -
point cushion on g
Steubenville for the g
top seed. g

Big Red checks ¥
in with better than
38 points in their
average column
against yet another top-
flight schedule.

The race is for the third and fourth
spots. Oak Glen currently sits in third

with Martins Ferry beginning the week

in fourth. However, the Purple Riders,
who’ve dropped three straight, lead
Buckeye Local by 11 hundredths of a
point. :

The Panthers have dates with Union
Local, John Marshall and St.
Clairsville before the cutoff, None of

those teams have a record better than |

.500. Ferry, meanwhile, hosts Bellaire,
treks to Barnesville and welcomes
Harrison Central.

In Class 3A, Magnolia has been the
cream of the crop in this division all
season. Outside of stubbing its toe
against River carlier this month, it's
been nothing but victories for Coach
Dave Cisar’s squad.

The Blue Eagles are 19-1 and have
a solid 3-point cushion on 15-2
Linsty, which has also been highly
impressive. The Cadets are the defend-
ing 2A champions and in 3A for the
first time. They were hit hard by grad-
uation, but Jay Cartwright’s machine

hag kent rolline




.500. Ferry, meanwhile, hosts Bellaire,
treks to Barnesville and welcomes
Harrison Central.

In Class 3A, Magnolia has been the
cream of the crop in this division all
season. Outside of stubbing its toe
against River earlier this month, it's
been nothing but victories for Coach
Dave Cisar’s squad,

The Blue Eagles are 19-1 and have
a solid 3-point cushion on 15-2
Linsly, which has also been highly
impressive. The Cadets are the defend-
ing 2A champions and in 3A for the
first time. They were hit bard by grad-
uation, but Jay Cartwright's machine
has kept rolling.

Perennial entrant Fort Frye is 13-5
and currently Shenandoah maintains
the fourth spot at 7-3.

The Zeps are being chased by
Buckeye Trail and Bellaire. Ironicaily,
those are the two schools that met for
the 3A crown last season with the Big
Reds prevailing,

In Class 2A, four teams seem to
have a pretty good handle on the bids,
but there’s a tight race in the middle of
the standings for the second and third
seeds.

~ Bridgeport is currently sitting in the
second spot. The Buildogs are 12-4 on
the season and have had a very solid
campaign with sophomore talent
Baitey McGrath leading the way.

Shadyside is currently sitting in
third place and trail the Bulldogs by 92
hundredths of a point. The Tigers have
lined up against a challenging slate,
made up of schools primarily bigger
than them. -

Ironically, the Bulldogs and Tigers
are scheduled to meet this afternoon in
Brookside and on Wednesday they’ll
play at Fleming Field.

Toronto and Steubenville Central
would be first and fourth if the tourney
opened today.

In Class 1A, Bishop Donahue
appears headed for the top seed. The
- Bishops are currently 11-5 and have
better than a 12-point cushion on
Madonna for the number one spot,

Conotton Valley and Paden City are
currently third and fourth. The
Wildcats hold a slim eight tenths of a
point lead on St. Jobhn Central, which is
4-7. Trinity Christian and Beallsville
are within striking distance, but both
would probably need three wins and
help.

In Class 5A, Coach Mike McLeod's
Wheeling Park Patriots have devel-
oped into one of the stories of the sea-
son. Park is 16-2 and is currently atop
the big-school standings. Wheeling
Park hasn’t won an OVAC baseball
title since 2006 and the school only
owns two in its history.

Edison, - Morgantown - and

See, OVAC, Paga B2
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Mazeroski Memorial Field Saturday

-moming.

“It was not a work of art,” said
Harrison head coach Justin Clifford.
“However, I feel it is the mark of a
real quality team when they can
overcome mistakes and can still
win”

The Purpie Riders got on the
scoreboard first when Marcus
Sutton drew a walk, Tyler Strama
moved him into scoring position
and Robert Vargo pushed him
across with a single.

The Huskies answered in the bot-
tom of the frame to knot it at one
apiece when a Nick Pelegreen

Ses, HARRISON, Page C3

T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER
MARTINS FERRY'S Marcus
Sutton slides into home plate as
Harrison Cantral catcher Nick
Staten goes up high to catch the
throw. Sutton was safe, but
Harrison prevailed, 7-6.

Shadyside tops.
Bridgeport in 2A

By GREG HARKNESS
Times Leader Sports Writer

BROOKSIDE - Beating a
team three times in a season-is
not easy.

* Doing it in six days makes. the
task even tougher.

Shadyside pulled off the feat
Saturday afternoon with a 4-3
victory over Bridgeport in the
OVAC Class AA baseball semi-
finals at Perkins Field. ;

“Beating o team three times in
six days is tough,” Shadyside
head coach Mike Meintel com-
mented. “Bridgeport saw some
adversity this past week, but you
have to give them credit for
bouncing back today and playmg
a great game.

“Our seniors have reaIIy

See, SHADYSIDE, Page C2




T-L Photo/JOE LOVELL
SHADYSIDE'S Austin Dorris dives back into first as Bridgepori first baseman
Cody Reed awaits the throw during Saturday’s OVAC Class 2A semifinal on the
Niekro Diamond at Perkins Field.

® Shady5|de

Continued from Page C1

stepped up and helped us gel at the right
time,” he added. “(Adam) Stupak, (Cody)
Hudson, Jared (Brooks) and (Chase)
Kinemond deserve a lot of the credit for
gefting our younger guys to focus game in
and game out,”

The adversity Meintel mentioned for the
Bulldogs occurred on Thursday when the
Bulldogs had a 10-0 lead at Shadyside,
only to see the Tigers rally for a 12-11
victary.

“We played the game the right way
today,” Bridgeport skipper Ted Downing
related. “Earlier this week we played not
to lose, but today the kids battled and
played to win. We just came up short.

“I am disappointed for our kids and our
seniors,” Downing said. “Our season is far
from over. We have a lot of young kids
and we want to finish the season the right
waoy."

Shadyside advances to the OVAC 2A
Championship game next Friday against
Steubenville Central which was a 6-2 win-
ner over Toronto. The game will be held at
the Red Knight baseball complex in
Toronto.

The Tigers got a very nice mound effort
from Brooks who scattered six hits in a
complete game effort. He struck out six
and did not permit a free pass.

“Brooks gave us a great effort today,”
Meintel explained. “He’s not 100 percent.
He's been battling some allergies and
sinus stuff, but he came through with a
clutch effort today.”

Shadyside struck first in the top of the
second inning as sophomore Austin Dorris

started things with a single. After o Zak
Frizzi single, Brooks helped his own cause
a run-scoring base knock to kefl.

Colton Campbell followed with a single
to plate Frizzi before Cole Crow's fielders
choice plated Brooks to make it 3-0.

The Tigers were right back at it in the
fourth. Hudson started things with a single
and scored on Dorris’ double to right cen-
ter which chased Bridgeport starter Parker
Dyson.

Downing called on Bradley Pritchett
and the sophomore got cut of the inning.

With Shadyside leading 4-0, Bridgeport
answered with senior Jonathan Kreiter
smacking a leadoff single followed by
classmate Cody Reed’s base hit. Pritchett
stepped in and crushed a three-run blast to
left to pull the Dogs to within 4-3,

Shadyside loaded the bases the next two
innings, but Pritchett was able to work out
of the jom to keep the score 4-3,

Brooks found his groove again after the
Pritchett home run and retired 11 of the
final 14 batters of the game.

“We had a couple of chances fo tack on
some insurance, but Pritchett did a nice job
of keeping us off balance and working out
of some jams,” Meintel related.

Shadyside improved to {1-5 on the sea-
son.

“Bradley obviousiy kept us in the
game,” Downing explained. “He hit the
home run and did a nice job in relief which
was big. Chance Watson also made some
very big defensive plays at third base for
us. We just couldn’t come up with enough
timely hits to get the win.”
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® Harrison
Continued from Page C1

ail?-:ﬁdd hit plated Dustin Redish who had reached on a

walk, .

Martins Ferry stranded one in the second but Harrison
Central took advantage of a pair of walks and an error
allowed Dalton Rutter aboard and Nick Staten to score the

_ go ahead run. Staten scored when Redish laid down a sac-
rifice bunt making-it 3-1 Huskies.

Sutton reached on an error to start the third inning and
Strama stroked a one hop line drive to the fence in center
field to score his teammate. The would-be double was
shortened when the senior buckled on the bag at first with
an apparent hamstring injury.

Harrison Central would rally in the bottom of the fourth
inning after a leadoff pair of walks put Rhett Kuryn and
Kalub Mitchell aboard, Once again Rutter made first on a
miscue, this time the damage included both base runners
scoring on the overthrow.

The Huskies led 7-2 but the Purple Riders were not
ready to concede. Mike Oberdick got the inning started
with a single and Brenden Baire doubled to put two run-
ners in scoring position. An error allowed Oberdick to
score and put Jacobs at the opposite corner. Ethan Baire
plated Brenden Baire with an RBI single and a fielding
error plated Jacobs.

Nick Pelegreen got Sutton to fly out to left field ending
the inning with the Hsukies clinging to a 7-5 lead. ,

Rutter was thrown out at the plate in the sixth to keep
the deficit unchanged, Scott scored in the top of the sev-
enth to narrow the gap to a single run but the Huskies
defense put the cap on the win with a 6-4 force out to end
the threat. i

“We hit the ball better than Harrison Central did
today,” said Martins Ferry head coach Anthony Reasbeck.
“Buf we could not catch a break. Even if we catch half a
break, I think we win this one.”

“It was our first playoff atmosphere game,” countered
Clifford. “I think we have to get used to the pressure.”

The Huskies will face Steubenville next Saturday at
Vaccaro field for the 4A championship.

Palmer can be reached
mpalmer@timesleaderonline.com

at

Linsly
upends
the Fort

Linsly’s Cadets will
oppose top-seeded
Magnolia for an OVAC 3-
A title Friday evening ‘at
Toronto.

Coach Jay Cartwright’s
Soldiers received a com-
plete game mound effort
from ace Momo Felt in a 5-
1 Saturday semifinal deci-
sion of Fort Frye's Cadets.

Felt scattered four hits
while recording nine strike-
outs and exercising perfect
control. At the plate, Felt

" contributed a single and run

batted in as Linsly
improved its sterling 2013
record to 20-2.

Fort Frye's Spencer Lang
also worked the route but
yielded runs in four
innings. Lang contributed a
double with teammate
Chandler Lang collecting
three singles and the
Cadets’ lone run batted in.

Linsly's Jameson Murray
unloaded a home run and
also singled, good for two
RBIs. Aaron Seymour
added a single and ribbie.
Justin Lee had two singles.

The 3-A championship
game is set Friday at 7:30 .



SECTION

Sunday,
May 5, 2013

Harrison
wins 4A
baseball

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

STEUBENVILLE - For the
fourth time since Harrison Central
was formed through a consolidation
to start the 1999-2000 school year,
the Huskies can call themselves
OVAC baseball champions.

Saturday afternoon here at sun-
splashed Vaccaro Field, No. 1 seed-
ed Harrison
Central (16-5)
used a com- THESE
plete-game SENIORS
mound effort took their

from Rashaen
Mitchell  in dmps in thelr

: first couple of
rolling past sec-
ond-seedcd Y8ass, sotobe
Steubenville, OVAC champi-
11-4, to cap- ons their sen-
ture the Class . joryearis a
4Atitle. great accom-
. ‘;F Eet hsgna“g plishment for
struck out 11, then'.ll. ord
including the - dustin CI

Harrison Central

last out of the s —

game, and

walked just

two. He allowed five singles — four
in the second inning when Big Red
{15-6) tallied three of its runs.

“This feels great,” the 6-7
Mitcheli said. “When we started out
as freshmen, we didn’t win too many
games. Now that we've worked our
way to the top, it feels good thiat
we've won a title.”

The Huskies also won titles in
2000, 2005-06. Cadiz claimed a
pair of championships in 1984 and
1990.

Harrison Central took advantage

Qoo HARRISNN Pans MA
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Photo/FRED YOUNGE
SHADYSIDE PITCHER Jared Brooks works to the plate during Saturday after-
noon's Class 2A OVAC Champlonship Game. Brooks and the Tigers fell to
Steubenville Catholic Central, 7-3. .

@ Shadyside

Continued from Page C1

leaving runners on the
corners. Colabella promptly
stole second and, with two
outs, Alex Porreca lined a
1-2 pitch to left that plated
both runners.

The fourth-seeded
Crusaders made it 5-0 in
the third as they took
advantage of wildness on
Shadyside starter Jared
Brooks® part. A single,
base-on-balls and hit batter
loaded the bases with no
outs, Two runs would come
in on wild pitches, with the
third crossing on a ground-
out.

“They (Steubenville

Catholic) got their runners all their runs in their final

on and moved them over,”
Meintel said. “We couldn’t
do that today.”

The loss wasted a solid
pitching performance from
Tigers' lefty Brooks, who
fanned a dozen and walked
just two, in a complete-
game performance, He did
surrender seven hits, but
settled down through the
middle innings, retiting 135
of 17 at one point, before
being touched for a two-run
single by Colabella in the
seventh,

The Tigets avoided being
shutout when they scored

at-bat.

Jacob Spencer and Luke
Nardo were hit-by-pitches
leading off the botiom of
the seven. Chase Kinemond
walked to load the bases
before Adam Stupak sin-
gled to right to plate the
first run. With one out,
Austin Dorris’s dribbler to
short was mishandled as the
secand run crossed the
plate. Zach Frizzi's sacri-
fice fly plated the final

teub.CC 2300002 7 7 1
Shad 0000003 3 2 1
Batterias: Murphy and

Laukert. Brooks and Dormis

@® Harrison

Continued from Page C1

of whatever Steubenville would give it, pitch chased home Pizzoferrato and
and that turned out o be a lot as Big Red McClurg to give Steubenville a 3-2 edge.
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leaving runners on the
comers. Colabella promptly
stole second and, with two
outs, Alex Porreca lined a
1-2 pitch to left that plated
both runners.

The fourth-seeded
Crusaders made it 5-0 in
the third as they took
advantage of wildness on
Shadyside starter Jared
Brooks® part. A single,
base-on-balls and hit batter
loaded the bases with no
outs, Two runs would come
in on wild pitches, with the

Catholic) got their runners
on and moved them over,”
Meintel said. “We couldn’t
do that today.”

The loss wasted a solid
pitching performance from
Tigers’ lefty Brooks, who
fanned a dozen and walked
just two, in a complete-
game performance. He did
surrender seven hits, but
settled down through the
middle innings, retiring 15
of 17 at one point, before
being touched for & two-run
single by Colabella in the

all their runs in their final
at-bat.

Jacob Spencer and Luke
Nardo were hit-by-pitches
leading off the bottom of
the seven. Chase Kinemond
walked to load the bases
before Adam Stupak sin-
gled to right to plate the
first run. With one out,
Austin Dorris's dribbler to
short was mishandled as the
second run crossed the
plate. Zach Frizzi's sacri-

fice fly plated the final
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third crossing on a ground- seventh.
out,

“They (Steubenville

The Tigers avoided being
shutout when they scored

teub,CC 2300002 7 7 1
Shad 0000003 3 21
Batterlas: MurBhy and

Laukert. Brooks and Darris

@ Harrison
Continued from Page C1

of whatever Steubenville would give it,
and that turned out to be a lot as Big Red
committed four errors and a pair of pitch-
ers issued nine base-on-balls in six
innings.

“(Rashaen) Mitchell threw & good
game,” veteran Steubenville head coach
Fred Heatherington said. “Offensively, I
thought we did well. We put the bat on the
ball, and we were disciplined at the plate,
but defensively, we were pitiful. Our
defense killed us.”

Harrison Central head coach Justin
Clifford agreed with Heatherington on
Mitchell‘s outing, which included 116
pitches(71 strikes).

“Rashaen hasn’t had his best stuff in his
last couple of outings. We talked about
him going or not going (today), but he
came to me and told me he wanted the ball
today. . _

“We weren't thinking (of getting) seven
innings from him,” Clifford admitted. “We
were thinking four or five, but he kept
coming in and telling me he wanted to
keep going. What can you say about the
kid?”

The Huskies grabbed the early lead with
two runs in the bottom of the first.

Mitchell, who was on base all four times
he went to the plate (3 walks, single), drew
a free pass with two outs from Big Red
starter Anthony Zorne. When Mitchell
took second on a passed ball,
Heatherington e¢lected to intentionally
walk Nick Pelegreen. Drew Hom’s ensu-
ing chopper to third turned into an infield
_ single to load the bases, but they didn't
stay that way very long as Nick Staten
walked on a 3-2 pitch to force in a run. A
wild pitch during Rhett Kuryn's at-bat
made it 2-0.

Big Red came right back with a 3-spot
in the second when Justin Corsi lined a
leadoff single to left. One out later, Pat
Pizzoferrato singled sharply to center. Kai
McClurg’s slow roller to short loaded the
bases. A wild pitch scored one run and
Lucas Herington’s single to right on a 1-1

pitch chased home Pizzoferrato and
McClurg to give Steubenville a 3-2 edge.

Rashaen Mitchell helped himself out
with a 2-out opposite-field single to left
that knocked in Dalton Rutter, who had
walked, to tie the game at three.

With Mitchell settling into a groove, the
Huskies broke the game wide-open with a
5-run fourth as all nine batters went to the
plate.

Kalub Mitchell singled sharply to left
leading off and went to second when the
ball was kicked around. Dustin Redish
drew a 1-out walk and RashaenMitchell

.was walked to load the bases. Zorne went

2-0 on Pelegreen. before he was pulled in
favor of Evan Westlake, who ended up
walking Pelegreen to force in the first run.

That's when things started to unravel for
Big Red. A wild pitch allowed Redish to
sprint home, but the throw to third trying
to get Rashaen Mitchell was off target, and
he trotted in. One out later, Kuryn sent o
drive to deep left for a run-scoring double,
making it 8-3. '

Matt Petrella’s RBI single in the fifth
made it 8-4, but Kuryn capped a 3-run
sixth with a sacrifice fly to center. That
came after a wild pitch allowed another
runner to score, Staten added an RBI base
ap. :
“Rhett didn’t even hit the other night
because he's been slumping,” Clifford
noted. “We wanted to clear his head a lit-
tle, and he came through'today.”

The Huskies youthful head coach could-
n't praise the work of his senior class
enough.

“These seniors took their lumps in their
first couple years, so to be OVAC champi-
ons their senior year is a great accomplish-
ment for them.”

Harrison Central is back in action

Monday at Union Local.
Steubenville 0300100 — 4 54
Hamigon Central 210503 x — 11 8 0
BATTERIES: Zorne, Westlake (4), and
McClurg; R. Mitche!l and Staten,
North can be reached

knorth@timesleaderonline.com

at
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Phota/MIKE PALMER
HARRISON CENTRAL'S
Rashaen Mitchell pitches during
a game this season. Mitchell and
the Huskles captured the OVAC
4A title Saturday.

Shadyside
denied in

Class 2A

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

STEUBENVILLE — Getting
runners on base is one thing.
Moving them around is another.

Shadyside had a hard time doing
either here Saturday afternoon in
dropping a 7-3  decision -to
Steubenville Catholic in the OVAC
Class 2A title tilt at sunny, but
chilly, Vaccaro Field. .

The third-seeded Tigers (13-7)
could manage .
but two singles

g!frfusade:tslg “THEIR KiD

Chris Murphy, pitched a

and neither 92t gams,

before the fifth but we didn't

inning. come ready to
“When you play.”

don’t get base . Mike Maints!

hits, you’re not Shadyside

going to win | ——

many games,” : '
noted veteran Shadyside head coach
hMlkc Meintel. “That’s the bottom
ne.
“Their kid pitched a great game,

but we didn’t come ready to play.”

) Steubenville Catholic (13-5) tal-
lied twice in its first at-bat as
urphy led off with the first of his
singles and stole second. One
ut later, Brenton Colabella’s infield
ouncer was thrown wildly to first,

Ses, SHADYSIDE, Page C3
]



Huskies Win Fourth
'OVAC Championship

- Harrison Central beats
- Steubenville, 11-4

. By KIM NORTH
For The News Register
STEUBENVILLE - For
the fourth time since Hartison
Central was formed through a
consolidation, the Huskies
can call themselves OVAC
baseball champions.
Saturday afternoon at Vac-
. caro Field, No. 1 seeded Harri-
son Central (16-5) used a com-
lete-game mound effort from
aen Mitchell in beating sec-
ond-seeded Steubenville, 11-4,
to capture the Class 4A title.
The 6-foot-7 senior south-
paw struck out 11, including
. the last out of the game, an
walked just two, He allowed
five singles — four in the sec-
ond inning when Big Red (15-
6) tallied three of its runs.
“This feels great,” Mitchell
said. “When we started out as
freshmen we didn’t win too
many games. Now that we've
worked our way to the top, it

feels good that we’ve won a
title.”

Harrison Central took
advantage of whatever
Steubenville would give it, and
that turned out to be a lot as
Big Red committed four errors
and a pair of pitchers issued
nine walks in six innings.

“Mitchell threw a good
game,” veteran Steubenville
coach Fred Heatherington said.
“Offensively, 1 thought we did
well. We put the bat on the
ball, and we were disciplined
at the plate, but defensively,
we were pitiful. Our defense
killed us.”

Harrison Central coach
Justin Clifford agreed with
Heatherington on Mitchell’s
outing, which included 116
pitches (71 strikes).

“We weren't thinking (of
etting) seven innings from
im,” Clifford said. "We were

thinking four or five, but he
kept coming in and telling me

‘he wanted to Keep going.

See, HUSKIES, Page B2

Steubenville Catholic
Denies Shadyside, 7-3

Tigers rally late,

avoid shutout

By KIM NORTH
For the News-Register

STEUBENVILLE - Getting
runners on base is one thing.
Moving them around is another.

Shadyside had a hard time
doing either Saturday after-
noon in dropping a 7-3 deci-
sion to Steubenville Catholic
in the OVAC Class 2A title at
Vaccaro Field. :

The third-seeded Tigers (13-
7) managed two singles off the

rusaders’ Chris Murphy, and
neither before the fifth inning.

“When you don’t get base
hits, you're not going to win
many games,” Shadyside
coach Mike Meintel said.
“That’s the bottom line.

“Their kid pitched a great
game, but we didn't come
ready to play.”

See, SHADYSIDE, Page B2

Photo by e
Shadyside’s Austin Dorris
leads off the base during
Saturday’s game against
Steabenville Catholic. ‘




SHADYSIDE

Continued from page B1

Steubenville Catholic
{13-5) scored twice in its
first at-bat as Murphy led
off with the first of his
three singles and stole
second,

One out later, Brenton
Colabella’s infield bouncer
was thrown wildly to first,
leaving runners on the cor-
ners. Colabella promptly
stole second and, with two
outs, Alex Porreca lined a
1-2 pitch to left that plated
both runners.

The Crusaders made it
5-0 in the third as they
took advantage of wildness
on Shadyside starter Jared
Brooks’ part. A single,

walk and hit batter loaded
the bases with no outs.
Two runs came in on
wild pitches, with the third
crossing on a groundout,
“They got their runners
on and moved them over,”
Meintel said. *“We couldn’t
do that.” !
The loss wasted a solid
]i_itch'mg performance from
igers’ lefty Brooks, who
fanned a dozen and walked
just two, in a complete-
game performance. He did
surrender seven hits, but
settled down through the
middle innings, retirtng 15
of 17 at one point, before
being touched for a two-

*

run single by Colabella in
the seventh.

The Tigers avoided
being shutout when they
scored all their runs in
their final at-bat.

Jacob Spencer and Luke
Nardo were hit by pitches
leading off the bottom of
the seven, Chase
Kinemond walked to load
the bases before Adam
Stupak singled to right to
plate the first run. With
one out, Austin Dorris’
dribbler to short was mis-
handled as the second run
crossed the plate. Zach
Frizzi's sacritice fly plated
the final run.

HUSKIES

Continued from page Bl

“What can you say
about the kid?”
The Huskies grabbed an
- earty lead with two runs in
the bottom of the first.
Mitchell, who was on
base ali four times he went
to the plate (three walks,
single), drew a free pass
with two outs from Big
Red starter Anthon
Zome. When Mitchell too
second on o passed ball,
Heatherington elected to
intentionaily walk Nick
Pelegreen. Drew Horn's
+ ensuing chopper to third

turned into an infield sin-
gle to load the bases, but
they didn’t stay that way
very long as Nick Staten
walked on a 3-2 pitch to
force in a run. A wild pitch
during Rhett Kuryn’s at-
bat made it 2-0.

Big Red came right back
with o three-spot in the
second when Justin Corsi
lined a leadoff single to
left. One out later, Pat Piz-
zoferrato singled sharply
to center. Kal McClurg's
slow roller to short loaded
the bases. A wild pitch

SATTILL2 PM
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scored one run and Lucas
Herington's single to right
on a l-1 pitch chased
home Pizzoferrato and
McClurg 10 give
Steubenvilie a 3-2 edge.

Mitchel! helped himself
out with a two-out oppo-
site-field single to left that
knocked in Dalton Rutter,
who had walked, to tie the
game at 3-3.

With Mitchell sertling
into a groove, the Huskies
broke the game wide-open
with a five-run fourth as
all nine batters went to the
plate.

A bases-loaded walk
and wild pitch and ensuing
error allowed the irst three
runs to score. Then Ku?m
sent a drive to deep left for
a run-scoring double, mak-
ing it 8-3.

Matt Petrella’s RBI sin-
gle in the fifth made it 8-4,
but Kuryn capped a three-
run sixth with o sacrifice fly
to center. That came after a
wild pitch allowed another
runner to score. Staten
added an RBI si:gle‘



Bishop Donahue Puts
It All Together vs. PC |

Standiford, Bobcats
Deny Wheeling Park

 shae’ like this,'” Wildcats coach . ' iog ;
Bl_ShOPS‘ M}];ftl;s Brent Croasmun sailcl. PatrlOtS Stopped zgﬂall%l%&\,e ((3}&;1;1;3 r;gi%e
s$pIns a one- €I  ‘‘Experience means a lot . . ! . : ‘
P when it comes to athletics. in SA semifinals tﬁig\fi]ndg itfiigg SI‘P tl?ff
By TONY VIOLA We didn’t have any seniors most part and I thought
Staff Writer in the lineup and you’ve ‘By ROD JOHNSON itchllz‘lg couch ‘Sk%p'
MOUNDSVILLE - gotto have some good sen- For the News-Register BVethcrell called a great
Paden City lacked one ;ors if you're poing 1o go WHEELING - Two game.”
important aspect coming far in any sport.” _ weeks ago, Wheeling Park wndi
into its OVAC Class 1A After Andrew Cunning- administered a double- ﬁvsetjﬁ‘dd“,fﬁfédsg“,'e‘:k out
semifinal with Bishop ham scored the game’s beader beat down to Cam- :

Donahue: experience.

It also didn’t help the
Wildcats that the Bishops
ggt together one of their

st game of the season, as
th%y exploded for 13 hits
and Joey Myers pitched a
one-hitter and Bishop Don-
ahue blanked Paden City,
15-0, in five innings at
Valley Fork

‘*We started six fresh-
man (Saturday) and they
haven't been in a situation

first run off a hit by Hunter
Kaschke in the first, the
Bishops (13-7) collect four
more in the second, high-
lighted by Myers’ two-run
double that drove in Jordan
Bonar and Austin Cun-
ningham.

“*Bishop Donahue has a
very good, veteran baseball
team that hasfplayecl in
these Playof § games
before,”’ Croasmun noted.
‘“We gave them some

oy

early opportunities in the

Photo by Scott McCloskey
Bishop Donahue’s Austin Cunningham looks for a call
after swiping Paden City’s Luke Cooper with a tag
Saturday in an OVAC Class 1A baseball semifinal.

The first two frames,

first two innings and, like-a however, were just a teaser
good team does, they took for what the Bishops had

advantage of those oppor-
tunities.™’

See, Bishops, Page B2

bridge, torching several
Bobcat pitchers fo
of 20 runs,

Cambridge’s Ben Stan-
diford was not one of
those pitchers, however,
and Saturday he tossed a
solid five-hit complete

ame at the Patriots as the
Cats posted an 10-2 road
triumph in the OVAC
Class 5A baseball tourna-
ment semifinals,

“Ben’s effort was oui-

r a total

Leadoff hitter Trevor
Wilkinson got things
going in the top of the first
with a single to right-cen-
ter and scored on a Kyle
Ritz double to the same
gap. .

Cambridge (13-6) also
got Cody Huffman aboard
with a walk and a Dillon
Surpnafrank single, but ran
itself out of a big inning
with a botched safecty

See, Bobcats, Page B4
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Q. Were you happy with the

Today's Results:
(. Do you think Sidney Crosby

Tell us what vdu;thlnk. .
Registar your answer at www.naws-registar.net.
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Champlonship Games -
Fridey
(At Tomonto)
Cleas 1A !
Ne. 1 Bishop Donalwe vs. Mo, 2 Madonna, 4 ¢
m.
g Class 3A
No,1h'.ag'ﬂﬁavag§ﬁLlnw.?mpm
(at Vaccarn Field In Steubermvllle}
Class 4A
Ho. 1 Harrisen v, No. 2 Steubervills, 11 am.
Class 5A y
No.?,Ecﬁsmw.m‘iGa:aTrtdge,mﬂp.m ’
Me. 3 Shatyida vs. No. 4 Steut. CC, 5 p-m.

OVAC Baseball

Chm:n&pﬂmm

{Al Toronio)

Clasg 1A
;b.1ﬁimmmNu.2Madmma,ﬁ
LML

. Clmass 34 .

Ko. 1 Magnokia vs. No. 2 Linsly, 7:30 p.m.
{at Vaccaro Field in ]
Class 4A
No. 1 Hamison va. No. 2 Steubaridle, 11 m.

Mo, 2. Etison mu?'m“
v b, idge, 130 pm.

Clasy 3A g

Ne. 3 Shadysids vs. No. 4 Steub. CC, 4 pm.
T

OVAC BASEBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS
: Samlfinaly

A
#4 Cambridgs at #1 Wheeling Park
#3 Indian Creek at #2 Edison, 11 am.
CLASS 4-A

#4 Marting Ferry af #1 Harison Central
#3 Buckaye Local af #2 Steubernvids, Noon
‘GLASS 3-A

#4 Stbemle Cenal & #1 Teronto
nsrmdysmmcmmrm
W A

#4 Paten Gity at #1 Bishop Donahue
£3 Congtion Valay o # Madomna

OVAC Baseball

Semifinals
ot Highar Sead's flald

A
#4 Caminidge at #1 Wheeting Park, H a.m,
#3 Indian Creek alc#EAssEtlsun.H am

A
4 Mating Forry of H Har. Centrel, 10:30am.

#3 Buckayo Local i #2 Steubanvide, Nocn
nwﬂ)aﬂﬂiﬁh‘ﬂ%%
24 5he
#3 Fort Frya at £2 Linsly,
» CLAZSM
MS{auhawﬂngtralameN;nm
#3 Shadysida &t
CLAS A
#4 Paden Gity a1 H Bshop Donahwe

#] Conation Valey @t F1 Madenna

BI1SHOPS
Contirined from page 81

in store.

With one out and fucinE
a full count, Matt Vucelick
blasted one out of the park
for a solo homer that made
it 6-0.

“*That was just the
charge we needed,”’ Bish-
ops coach Bob Kleeh point-
ed out. **Everything was
kinda flat. We had a couFle
runs here and there, bui that
just got us going. Some-
times you just need that
spark fo wake everybody
up and we started playing
baseball. (Vucelick} didn’t
take a big swing, he just
met it. That kid has got
some power.”

Afier Bonar, Austin
Cunningham, and Mrers
each drove in & run, Philip
Smith tripl%% into right

Itdar xaa

field to clear the way for
Andrew Cunningham and
Myers to score and stretch
the lead to 11-0.

Lane LaMasters’ flyout
to center field ended the
inning as the Bishops came
away with eight runs on
eight hits and sent 12 to the
plate.

Smith hit & two-run sin-
gle in fourth to end the
scoring for Donahue.

“That’s the first time in
about two weeks, and dis-
card the John Marshall
pame because we did have
a big error in that one that
cost us three runs, that we
hit the ball and fielded the
bull,’” Kleeh said. “‘I'm
proud of the way they
played. Paden City has a
very young team with a

i

it awy!

BoBCATS

bright future, but that's the
tirst time in two weeks we
actoally hit, pitched and
caught on the same day.
Hopefully that’s a sign of
things io come.”’

It couldn’t have hap-
pened at a better time for
the Bishops as the team
will now compete for their
third straight 1A title
against Madonna.

“That'd be big,”" Kleeh
said. **I don’t know if it
ever happened for the
school. We just have to
show up and play and see
what happens. We'll have a
quality opponent whoever
we play. Hopefully we can
come out and play a com-
plete baseball game and get
it done.”’

Paden City fe&to 7-13.

Continued from page B1

OVAC Baseball :

Today
{Soms Gama timas not been anrouncod)
CLASS 5

squeeze play.

Staked to an early lead
Standiford was dominating'
through the first three
innings, facing just 10 hit-
ters and yieldmg no hits.

The Bobcats™ fourth was
the decisive inning as the
visitors plated seven runs
on six hits and took advan-
:?ngl?f solme uncharacteris-

slo w i
Park clbéfensg.py heeling

The bi]% hits in the inning
were a Devon Francis a
two-run double to left and a
three-run double by Kyle

Ritz, Standiford added an
RBI single.

- "It seems like when we
get off to a good start with

OVAC Baseball
CW Games
(At Torun;o)

the bats, its contagious an
everybody hits,” Gray saicid

Every player in the Bob-
cats’ batting order either
hacsl ttzl\ltﬁl %r scored runs,

standiford’s only hiccu
came in the founhyand ﬁflig
when the‘ Patriots (19-3)
reached him for single runs
in each frame.

He wdlked three hitters
and yielded an RBI single
by Michael Grove in the
fourth.

The Patriots mana
their other run in theit gﬁg
when Justice Jackson’s sin-
gle delivered Jay Massey
who had rcm:hecly via Stan-
diford’s fifth and final free
pass.

M i I Y

Class 1
No. 1 Bishop Donahus va. No. 2 Madenna, 5 *

pm.

Class 34
No. 1 Magnakia va, No. 2 Linsly, 730 pm.
{at Yaccaro Fleld In Steubenvllls)
] Claas 44
Mo. 1 Hamrison vs. No. 2 Stauberrviie, 11 am,
Clasa 54
No. 2 Edsonvs, Nomgamndga 130p.m
2A
Ne. 3 Shadyside vs. Na. 4 Stevb. GC, 4 p.m.
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Magnolia Comes Through
Late, Wins 19th Straight

Elliott quiets Shenandoah, Blue
Linsly in Final

Eagles will face

By RICK THORP
Staff Wriler

NEW MAR-
TINSVILLE — Through
5% innings, Shenandoah
coach Randy Sailing
liked the position his
team was in Saturday.

The Zeps trailed Mag-
nolia, 1-0, and his ace,
James Luyster, had just
struck out the first two
batters.

Then, just like fhat, the
Blue Eagles awoke.

Ryan Walton's double
sparked a four-run inning
as Magnolia topped
Shenandoah, 6-0, 1n an
OVAC Class 3A baseball
semitinal at the Mullett
Baseball Complex.

The Blue Eagles (23-
1), winners of 19
straight, will play for
their seventh OVAC title,
and first since 2009,
against Linsly at 7:30
Friday night at
Steubenville’s Vaccaro
Field. Linsly is aiming
for its 17th conference
banncr.

“We gol Limclﬁ'
Magnolia ceac
Cisur stressed.

Especially in the deeid-
ing 1fth.

The Blue Eagles fol-
lowed Walton’s two-oul
double with five straight
singles. Cisar was simply

aa.e.e
LAWN "

. '-vE'W."' .MPWINH L iy,

hils,”’
Dave

e Langlscapeﬁpeslgm b

‘Te Trlmmlpg;and Edglng

* Tree and Brush Flemcval

* Bed Maintenance

Photo by Rick Thorp
Magnolia’s Kyle Elliott
takes off from second
base Saturday.

looking to add another
run, but he got much
more.

“‘Our top four or five
guys really, really came
through ... like they have
all year,”” Cisar said.
“*“Timely hits, I think, win
big games. If it’s not that,
it’s a homer or a big
error, But (Saturday) it
was timely hitting and
I'm really proud of my
kids.”’

Chandler Sapp drove

7GFNFRALS

o Meantion Yhia Ad :
‘-‘Fj Anvl Huasive Your
Firsat Ciut Ear Juat;
gm Hpto 44 0t 0)

OUR VICTORY 18 YOUR LAWN

Walton honie to make the
score 2-0. Kyle Elliott
and Zach Wilhoite added
RBI singles to make the
score 4-0.

Twa batter later, Chase
Miller added an RBI sin-
gle to make the count 5-
0. Tanner Hanna was the
only player to single in
the inning and not plate a
run.

Until the hitting bar-
rage, Luyster was cruis-
ing, having struck out
seven, walked three and
allowed one hit, an Elliott
single in the third.

**He just kinda ran out
of gas,” Sailing said. 'l

| .think the hardest thing to

take was they did all that
with two outs.

*‘My hat’s off to them.
They're an awesome
team ... by far the best
team we’ve secn this
year.”

The six runs were plcn-
ty for Elliott. Magnolia’s
top pitcher scattered threc
sm%lcs struck out 12 and
walked none in picking
up the victory.

Sailing said when he
iearned the Zeps would
face Magnolia’s ace he
knew his batters were in
for a big chalienge.

**'1 knew from the start
it was going to be a strug-
gle to win this one,”” he
said.

Elliott didn’t allow a
baserunner after the third
inning.

**Kyle Elliott was
tough to beat,”’ Cisar
said. **But Shenandoah
was really aggressive at
the plate.”

The Zeps got two
runners aboard in the
first and one in the sec-
ond and third.

“‘The thing about it
was we got a few hits,
but we didn't have any-
one aboard, If we’'d had
- somebody on it could
. have been a different

i game, Sailing said.™




BUCKEYE LOCAL ace Ausﬂn Marshall delivers to the plate
OVAC Class 4A semifinal at Vacarro Field in Steubenville

PhotaMIKE MATHISON
during Saturday's
agalinst Big Red.

Steubenville rallled for a 6-5 victory and will meet Harrlson Central next

Saturday at 11 a.m. for the title.

Steubenville rallies past Buckeye
to reach OVAC 4A championship

By ED LOOMAN
For The Times Leader

STEUBENVILLE - Kai McClurg

saved the day for Steubenville in
Saturday’s OVAC Class 4A semifinal bout
with Buckeye Local at Vacarro Field.
The junior found a way to slide under the
tag of Panther catcher Josh Sokolowski in
the bottom of the seventh, lifting Fred
Heatherington's crew to a dramatic 6-5
come-from-behind win. The victory sends
Big Red into the title game (set for 11 a.m.
on Saturday at Vacarro) opposite top-seed-
ed Harrison Central.

Big Red, now 11-6, appeared to have
things under control after John Linn deliv-
ered a two-run single up the middle in the
sixth, putting the hosts up 4-2. Rick
DeLuca’s Panthers, however, weren’t
quite ready to call it a day.

Buckeye (8-10) grabbed a 5-4 seventh-
inning advantage following Shane
Duncan’s bases-loaded triple up the alley
in left center. Panther starter Austin
Marshall, who went the route on the bump,
retired the first Big Red hitter he faced in
the home half of the frame,

Cody Saltsman then drew a walk and
advanced on McClurg's sharp base knock
to right. Marshall recorded the second out
and was one strike away from ending the
game,

. Big Red’s Mason Heatherington, facing
a 1-2 count, fouled off several pitches
before working Marshall for a free pass to
juice the sacks,

Bryan Pierro walked on five pitches to
force Saltsman home and knot the score.
Duncan’s first pitch to Linn got away from

with one down in the first before Zorne
recorded two outs. The same thing hap-
pened in the third, this time Zorne got a
strikeout. Buckeye did finally score in the
fourth thanks to an RBI single by Eric
Williams. The bases were jammed with
one out but again Zorne was up to the
challenge.

Two walks and a single by Marshall (he
finished with three hits) filled the bases
with Panthers again in the fifth. Zorne
fanned the next two hitters to end the
threat. DeLuca’s club had the sacks juiced
a third time in the sixth but was only able
to plate a single run (Eric Banal drawing a
walk to get the RBI).

“We had tons of guys on base, but just
weren't able to manufacture any runs,”
DeLuca stated. “We are a very, very, very
good hitting team.

"“We kept saying over and over that Big
Red was walking on thin jce the whole
game. We just kept missing opportunities.

“I know our guys are upset with what
happened in the last ioning, but I told them
we should have never been in that situa-
tion.”

Big Red drew first blood in its half of
the opening inning. Pierro drew s lead-off
walk, moved to second an errant throw and
scored as Justin Corsi lined a two-out see-
ing-eye single to right, The hosts made it
2-0 in the third. Evan Westlake cranked a
two-out, two-strike piich over the fence in
left for his first varsity home run,

After Buckeye tied it at two in the sixth,
Big Red responded with a pair. Lucas
Herrington rifled a single to right, Mason
Heatherington reached on a fielder's
choice and Pierro walked tn f11 tha hacar



Photo/MIKE MATHISON

BUCKEYE LOCAL ace Austln Marshall delivers to the plate during Saturday’s
OVAC Class 4A semifinal at Vacarro Field in Steubenville against Big Red.
Steubenville rallied for a 6-5 victory and will meet Harrison Central next

Saturday at 11 a.m. for the title.

Steubenville rallies past Buckeye
to reach OVAC 4A championship

By ED LOOMAN
For The Times Leader

STEUBENVILLE - Kai McClurg

saved the day for Steubenville in
Saturday’s OVAC Class 4A semifinal bout
with Buckeye Local at Vacarro Field.
The junior found a way to slide under the
tag of Panther catcher Josh Sokolowski in
the bottom of the seventh, lifting Fred
Heatherington’s crew to a dramatic 6-5
come-from-behind win. The victory sends
Big Red into the title game (set for 11 a.m.
on Saturday at Vacarro) opposite top-seed-
ed Harrison Central.

Big Red, now 11-6, appeared to have
things under control after John Linn deliv-
ered a two-run single up the middle in the
sixth, putting the hosts up 4-2. Rick
DeLuca’s Panthers, however, weren’t
quite ready to call it a day.

Buckeye (8-10) grabbed a 5-4 seventh-
inning advantage following Shane
Duncan’s bases-loaded triple up the alley
in left center. Panther starter Austin
Marshall, who went the route on the bump,
retired the first Big Red hitter he faced 1n
the home haif of the frame.

Cody Saltsman then drew a walk and

. advanced on McClurg’s sharp base knock
to right. Marshall recorded the second out
and was one strike away from ending the
game,

~ Big Red’s Mason Heatherington, facing
a 1-2 count, fouled off several pitches
before working Marshall for a free pass to
juice the sacks.

Bryan Pierro walked on five pitches to
force Saltsman home and knot the score.
Duncan’s first pitch to Linn got away from
Sokolowski, allowing McClurg to end
things with the close call at the plate.

“Kai obviously got a big hit for us in
the seventh,” Big Red's Heatherington
said. “Then Mason was down 1-2 and
fouled off three pitches before getting a
walk. So, we battled and I think that shows
the character of our kids.”

Perhaps no Big Red player battled more
than freshman lefty Anthony Zorne. He
went 6 % innings, scattering 12 hits (11
were singles) and recording 10 strikeouts,
Zome worked his way out of jams in the
first, third, fourth, fifth and sixth innings.

“Anthony didn’t have great control

_ today but when he had to have pitches, he
had them,” Heatherington noted. “You can
never tell what the score is when he is
pitching. He shows no emotion and that is
the sign of a great pitcher on the mound.”
Zorne’s ability to find those pitches he

peeded led to Buckeye Local stranding 13

runnéss during the first six frames.
The Panthers had runners at the comers

with one down in the first before Zorne
recorded two outs. The same thing hap-
pened in the third, this time Zorne got a
strikeout. Buckeye did finally score in the
fourth thanks to an RBI single by Eric
Williams. The bases were jammed with
one out but again Zorne was up to the
challenge.

Two walks and a single by Marshall (he
finished with three hits) filled the bases
with Panthers again in the fifth. Zorne
fanned the next two hitters to end the
threat. DeLuca’s club had the sacks juiced
a third time in the sixth but was only able
to plate a single run (Eric Banal drawing a
walk to get the RBI}).

“We had tons of guys on base, but just
weren't able to manufacture any runs,”
DeLuca staied. “We are a very, very, very
good hitting team.

“We kept saying over and over that Big
Red was walking on thin ice the whole
game. We just kept missing opportunities.

“] know our guys are upset with what
happened in the last inning, but I told them
we should have never been in that situa-
tion.”

Big Red drew first blood in its half of
the opening inning. Pierro drew a lead-off
walk, moved to second an errant throw and
scored as Justih Corsi lined a two-out see-
ing-eye single to right. The hosts made it
2-0 in the third. Evan Westlake cranked a
two-out, two-strike pitch over the fence in
left for his first varsity home run.

After Buckeye tied it at two in the sixth,
Big Red responded with a pair. Lucas
Herrington rifled a single to right, Mason
Heatherington reached oil 4 fielder’s
choice and Pierro walked to fili the bases,
Linn then delivered his two-run shot up the
middle. '

The Panthers got going in the seventh
thanks to Williams’ single to left.
Sokolowski dropped one over Linn's head
for a hit and Chase Hopkins legged one
out for an infield single. Duncan then
drilled his triple. Marshall walked and
Heatherington immediately replaced Zorne
with Westlake. The senior recorded a
strike out and induced a routine fly to
avoid further damage.

“We got out of some key situations,”
Heatherington admitted. “They had the
bases loaded twice with one out. Anthony
battled up, got some strikeouts and got us
out of innings. In the last inning, we bring
Evan in with one out and he gets us out of
the inning. _ ‘ i

“Who knows what might have hap-
pened if they get a base hit and score two
or three more runs. We battled, we never
backed down.” -



Felt, Elliott dazzle
on the mound

By RICK THORP
Staff Writer

TORONTO — The OVAC
Class 3A baseball championship
pitting Linsly and Magnolia had
all the makings of a ciassic.

It delive

Colton Coss scored from third
on an error in the top of the
eighth inning as the Cadets
edged the Blue Fagles, 2-1,ina
Eitcher’s duel at the Knight

aseball Comnplex.

The title was the second
straight for Linsly, which won
the Class 2A crown last spring.
This season, the Cadets did 1t
with an almost entirely new start-
ing lineup.

“It’s great for these young
kids,”’ Limsly coach Jay
Cartwright said.

*‘Our senjors led. We have a
couple of young kids in the mid-
dle, a freshman and a sopho-

Linsly's
grien
eymour
gets back
to first
ahead of
the tag of
Magnolia
first :
baseman
Zach
Wilhoite on
Friday

Photo by Rick
Thorp

Linsly Edges agnolia

By RALPH COX

For The Intelligencer
TORONTO — Madonna
made two costly mistakes in
Friday's OVAC Class 1A
championship, game and,
despite an"Gutstattding pitching
Eﬁgfcormgnce by junior Luca
ardo, dropped-a 2-1 deci-
sion to Bishop Donahue at the

Bishops Win 3rd Straight OVAC Crown

Knight Baseball Complex.

On the other hand, the Bish-
ops, who went into the OVAC
tournament as the top seed,
made plays when they needed -
them and got a good pitching
performance of its own from
Junior Hunter Kaschke.

See BISHOPS, Page 10

more, and we had some veterans
on the comers.”’

Put it all together, and Linsly
has its 17th OVAC crown, sec-
ond to Steubenville, which goes
for number 20 today against
Harrison Central in the Class 4A
title tilt.

Coss started the eighth by sin-
gling to center. Jameson Murray
grounded out, but moved Coss to
second.

Momo Felt was then intention-
ally walked, cFiving Linsly run-
ners at second and first with one

out.

After Logan Goodnight struck
out, Dom Ellis stepped to the
plate,

The senior slapped a Kyle
Elliott pitch in the air in shallow
left field. Magnolia shortstop
Tanner Hanna went back to
make, what looked like, a tough
Elay on the ball. The ball fell into

is glove, but then fell to the
ground. Coss crossed home plate
to the delight of his teammates.

Please See LINSLY, Page 1 1




Donahue claims
OVAC 1A crown

- Bishops down Weirton Madonna, 2-1

By RALPH COX
For The Times Leader

TORONTO — Often in baseball it is the little things
that count most.

Weirton Madonna made two costly mistakes in
Friday's OVAC Class 1A championship game and
despite an outstanding pitching performance by junior
Luca Fuscardo, dropped a 2-1 decision to Bishop
Donzhue at the Knight Baseball Complex.

On the other hand, the Bishops, who went into the
OVAC tournament as the top seed, made plays when they
needed them and got a good pitching performance of its
own from junior Hunter Kaschke. It was the third straight
OVAC championship for the Bishops.
~ “We got two runs,” said victorious coach Bob Kleeh.
“We didn’t get many, but we had enough to get it done.
We seem to play good up here, the last three years any-
way. Whatever comes out, I wish we could do it all year,
In this game we played really well and we had to to beat a
good team like Madonna. We made some good plays in
key situations.

“We have to field the ball well, which we've had prob-
lems with this year, to win a close game like this. I'm
really proud of them.

“That kid (Fuscardo) is a heck of a pitcher. For us to
get two runs off of him is a lot of hard work.”

The Bishops struck for both of their runs in the bottom
of the fourth inning on a two-out double by Alex Riedel
that brought home Joe Myers and Phitlip Smith.

Prior to the short-and-swift scoring strike by the
Bishops, Fuscardo had mowed down 10 straight, nine of
them on strikeouts. Fuscardo struck out the first eight
Bishops who came to the plate.

Ironically, the same teams will meet Monday when
Madonna hosts the Class A Region 1, Section 1 tourna-

ment at Ed Bowman Field. Game time is 6:30 p.m.

Linsly nips Magnolia

By RICK THORP
For The Times Leader

TORONTO - The OVAC
Class 3A baseball champi-
onship pitting Linsly and
Magnolia had all the mak-
ings of a classic.

It delivered.

Colton Coss scored from
third on an error in the fop
of the eighth inning as the
Cadets edged the Blue
Eagles, 2-1, in a pitcher’s
duel at the Knight Baseball
Complex.

The title was the second
straight for Linsly, which
won the Class 2A crown
last spring.

This year, the Cadets did

it with an almost entirely
new starting lineup.

“It’s great for these
young kids,” Linsly coach
Jay Cartwright said after
receiving a congratulatory
hug from former Cadets
coach Gary Sprague.

“Our seniors led. We
have a couple of young kids
in the middle, a freshman
and a sophomore, and we
had some veterans on the
corners.”

Put it all together, and
Linsly has its 17th OVAC
crown, second to
Steubenville, which goes
for number 20 today
against Harrison Central in
the Class 4A title tilt.
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By TRACY WATSON
For The News-Register

WHEELING — Pliying for and winning
thio Valley Athletic Conference champi-
nships can mean different things to difier-
at schools,

However, when you are not a member of
pur state’s athletic commission and you are
ot permitted to play for state titles, conler-
ace championships can take on a new
ieaning. Such is the case with Linsly,
hich always seems to compete for OVAC
mners as if they are its own state champi-
1ship.

For proof, take a look at coach Jay
artwright's Cadets baseball team, which
15 captured 16 OVAC titles, second only to
eubenville’s 19, and won three of the Tast
ur Class 2A crowns,

After a convincing victory against third-
eded Fort Frye on Saturday, Linsly will be
oking for a Class 3A championship this
zekend. ' ,

Senior Mome Felt fired a four-hitter, fan-
ng nine and not issuing a free pass, and
meson Murray blasted a two-run homer in
2 first inning for the only runs Linsly (20-

needed as the local Cadets disposed of
it Frye by a 5-1 count in an OVAC semi-
rl contest at Holloway Field.

The victory sets up a monstrous clumpi-
ship matchup with once-beaten Magnolia
7:30 p.m. on Friday.

“L am honestly super excited,” a beaming
wtwright said. “This is our goal every
ar, playing for and having an opportunity
win another OVAC championship. It is a
1t opportunity for a young team.”

The difference in the game early was
15ly’s ability to push runs across and Fort
ye's inability to scratch out needed hits
th ruaners on.

Bidwell's squad stranded a runner al sec-
d in cach ol the opening two innings
dle the hosts were busy building a lead.
Colton Coss’ one-out single got things
ing for the Cadets in the bottom of the
it before Murray jumped on a 1-0 pitch
1 jacked it high over the left-field lence

a quick 2-0 lead. It ended up being all

t needed.

The Cadets managed to scratch out single
% in the second, third and fourth frames
well, Dillon Custin singled home a run in

second, while Coss walked, stole second,
nt to third on a passed ball and scored
en Felt aided his own cause with a base

in the third to make it 4-0,

t became 5-0 in the fourth on a leadoff
zle by Justin Lee, Tyler Ashbrook’s sacri-
: bunt and Arien Seymour’s run-scaring

zle to left with two down,

“he visiting Cadets (14-7) pushed across
I only run in the sixth on a leadolf dou-
to deep lelt-center by losing pitcher
ncer Lang, followed by brother Chandler
12’s RBI single to left. Chandler Lang
three of Fort Frye’s four hits, all singles.
We executed,” Cartwright added,
amo is our senjor leader and he was the
all the way on the mound and 1 am just
wppy with senior Justin Lee, another sen-
who has battled through injuries his
Jle career and played so well. He has

ty matured.

The Kids lost focus a little in the sixth,

1 let them know about it and they pulled

sgether. It was just & clutch day at the

2, and espectally with two outs, We also

a solid day in the field against a tough

.

be a little more dimensional on the mound.
Their kid also did an outstanding job on the
mound for them.”
Class 5A
Edison 7, Indian Creek 0

RICHMOND ~ Nolan Marcus tossed a
one-hilter, striking out nine, as Edison
bianked Indian Creek to earnt a berth in Sat-
urday's championship game opposite Came
bridge.

Marcus got plenty of offensive support,
including his own two singles and RBL

Dylan Jones slapped three singles and
scored Iwice for the Wildcats. Josh Pasek
had two singles and an RBI, while Brian
Straka had two RB! and Storm Allese one.

Alex Young was the only Redskin able to

reach on a hit,
Class 4A

Steubenville 6, Buckeye Local 5

STEUBENVILLE — Kai McClurg
scored with two outs in the bottom of the
seventh giving Steubenville a conte-from-
behind triumph.

Big Red will face top-seeded Harrison
Central at 11 am. Saturday for the champi-
onship.

Steubenville scored twice in the final
inning. Bryan Pierro scored on a bases-
loaded walk to tie the score at 5-5. He fin-
ished with two singles and an RBL

Evan Westlake homered and singled for
Big Red, while John Linn and Justin Corsi
both aclded RBI.

Austin Marshall slapped three singles for
the Panthers. Shane Duncan tripled, singled
and had three RBI, while Eric Williams and
Josh Sokolowski both had two hits.

Harrison Central 7, Martins Ferry 6

CADIZ — In another one-run thriller,
Harrison Central held on after jumping out
toa 7-2 kead.

Dualton Rutter and Rashaen Mitchell both
tuced two hits for the Huskies, Mitchell
picked up the victory, funning five,

Robert Vargo slapped two hits for the
Purple Riders, while Garrett Trudo doubled,
Class 2A
Shadyside 4, Bridgeport 3

BROOKSIDE — Shadyside topped
Bridgeport for the third time in six days to
advance the championship tilt.

The Tigers will face Steubenville Catholic
at 3 Friday evening in Steubenville.

The Tigers jumped out to a 4-0 lead after
three innings before watching the Bulldogs
score three i fourth.

Austin Dorris, Zak Frizzi, Jared Brooks
and Colton Camphbell all singled in the sec-
ol for the Tigers.

Brooks got the victory, fanning six and
walking none. He retited 11 of the final 14
batters. + .

Bradley Pritchett crushed a three-run
homer for the Buildogs.

Steub, Catholic 6, Toronto 2

TORONTO — Stenbenville Cathelic
scored four runs in the second and two more
in the third and that’s all the Crusaders need-
ed to best Toronto.

Joe DeFallo doubled and plated two rumns
for Steubenville Catholic, while Tony Bar-
ber doubled. Aleks Porreca, Josh Merriman
and Michael Barber all singled and plated a
fun.

Austin Lucas had a double, single and
twa RBI for the Red Knights.

Class 1A
Madonna 3, Conotton Valley 0
WEIRTON —~ Tory Fuscardo struck out
1 -

Five and wallrad naa’ oo AMadamnn bamnn

UVAL

baseball
brackets
finalized

By TONY.VIOLA
For The Times Leader

WHEELING - The Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference has announced its
pairings for its 2013 baseball tourna-
ment. All games will be played
Saturday, April 27, however, times
have not yet been released.

In Class 5A. No. 4-seeded

| Cambridge will have to start its mis-

sion for back-to-back pennants at
Wheeling Park as it faces the No. 1-
sceded Patriots, while Buckeye 8 rivals
Indian Creek and Edison will duke it
out on the Wildcat’s home diamond in
the other semifinal.

A new 4A champion will emerge as
Nao, 4 Martins Ferry heads to Harrison
Central to take on the top ranked
Huskies. No. 2 Stuebenville will host
No. 3 Buckeye Local for the right to
advance to the championship game.

Linsly will also be looking for a sec-
ond straight title as the Cadets captured
the 2A banner a year ago before mak-
ing the move to 3A. The No. 2-seeded
Cadets will host No. 3 Fort Frye in the
semifinals, while No. 4 Sheandoah will
trayel to take on top seeded Magnolia.

2A features three teams returning to
the tournament in Shadyside,
Steubenville Catholic and Toronto. The
No. 4 Crusaders will battle with the
No. 1-seeded Red Knights, while the
No. 3 Tigers will travel to Bridgeport
to square off with the No. 2 Bulidogs.

Bishop Ponahue will be the third
team in the tournament {ooking for
back-to-back titles. The defending
champion and top seeded Bishops will
host No. 4 Paden City, with No. 3
Connotton Valley taking on No. 2
Madonna.

Softhall Changes

After rain washed out all of
Wednesday's OVAC softball tourna-
ment action, games and times had to
change accordingly.

Tonight at 5 p.m. at the J.B.
Chambers I-470 Youth Sports
Complex, the Class 2A semifinal
between No. 1 seed Stubenville
Catholic and No. 4 Cameron will be
played on Field 3.

The 4A duel between top-ranked
Martins Ferry and No. 4 Buckeye
Local has been moved to 6:45 and will
also take place on Field 3.

The other 4A battle with No. 3 St.
Clairsville and No. 4 Harrison Central

will be played at 5 on Ficld 4, while
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By TONY.VIOLA
For The Times Leader

WHEELING - The Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference has announced its
pairings for its 2013 baseball tourna-
ment. All games will be played
Saturday, April 27, however, times
have not yet been released,

In Class 5A, No. 4-seeded
Cambridge will have to start its mis-
sion for back-to-back pennants at
Wheeling Park as it faces the No. 1-
seeded Patriots, while Buckeye 8 rivals
Indian Creek and Edison will duke it
out on the Wildcat’s home dismond in
the other semifinal.

A new 4A champion will emerge as
No. 4 Martins Ferry heads to Harrison
Central to take on the top ranked
Huskies. No. 2 Stuebenvilie will host
No. 3 Buckeye Local for the right to
advance to the championship game.

Linsly will also be looking for a sec-
ond straight title as the Cadets captured
the 2A banner a year ago before mak-
ing the move to 3A. The No. 2-seeded
Cadets will host No. 3 Fort Frye in the
semifinals, while No. 4 Sheandoah wilt
travel to take on top seeded Magnolia.

2A features three teams returning to
the tournament in Shadyside,
Steubenville Catholic and Toronto. The
No. 4 Crusaders will battle with the
No. 1-seeded Red Knights, while the
No. 3 Tigers will travel to Bridgeport
‘0 square off with the No. 2 Bulldogs.,

Bishop Donahue will be the third
:eam in the tournament looking for
rack-to-back titles. The defending
‘hampion and top sceded Bishops will
10st-No. 4 Paden City, with No. 3
-onnotton Valley taking on No. 2
viadonna.

Softball Changes

After rain washed out all of
Nednesday’s OVAC softball tourna-
nent action, games and times had to
hange accordingly.

Tonight at 5 p.m. at the I.B.
-hambers 1-470 Youth Sports
rempiex, the Class 2A semifinal
etween No. 1 seed Stubenville
‘atholic and No. 4 Cameron will be
layed on Field 3.

The 4A duel between top-ranked
fartins Ferry and No. 4 Buckeye
ocal has been moved to 6:45 and will
Iso take place on Field 3.

The other 4A battle with No. 3 St.
lairsville and No. 4 Harrison Central
'ill be played at 5 on Field 4, while
‘0. 4 Paden City and No. 1 St. John
ill face off in a 1A semi at 6:45.

On Friday, the 5A championship
ame between No. 2 Wheeling Park
1d No. 1 John Marshall will be decid-

1 on Lisa’s Field (Field 3).

Following the title match, No. 3
[adonna and No. 2 Bishop Donahue
:111 compete in the second 1A semifi-
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| which always seems to compete for OVAC

banners as if they are its own state champi-
onship.

For proof, take a look at coach Jay
Cartwright’s Cadets baseball team, which
has captured 16 OVAC titles, second only to
Steubenville’s 19, and won three of the last
four Class 2A crowns.

Afler a convincing victory against third-
seeded Fort Frye on Saturday, Linsly will be
looking for a Class 3A championship this
weekend, ' .

Senior Momo Felt fired a four-hitter, fan-
ning nine and not issuing a free pass, and
Jameson Murray blasted a two-tun homer in
the first inntng for the only nms Linsly (20-
1} needed as the local Cadets disposed of
Fort Frye by a 5-1 count in an OVAC semi-
final contest at Holloway Field.

The victory sets up a monstrous champi-
onship matchup with once-beaten Magnolia
at 7:30 p.m. on Friday.

“1 am honestly super excited,” a beaming
Cartwright said. “This is our goal every
year, playing for and having an opportunity
to win another OVAC championship. It is a
great opportunity for a young team.”

The difference in the game early was
Linsly’s ability to push runs across and Fort
Frye's inability to scratch out needed hits
with runners on,

Bidwell's squad stranded a runner at sec-
ond in each of the opening two innings
while the hosts were busy building a lead.

Colton Coss’ one-out single got things
going for the Cadets in the bottom of the
first before Murray jumped on a -0 pitch
and jacked it high over the lelt-field lence
for a quick 2-0 lead. It ended up being all
Felt needed.

The Cadets managed to scratch out single

" runs in the second, third and fourth frimes

as well, Dillon Curtin singled home a run in
the second, while Coss walked, stole second,
went to third on a passed ball and scored
when Felt aided his own cause with a base
hit in the third to make it 4-0.

It became 5-0 in the fourth on & leadoff

. single by Justin Lee, Tyler Ashbrook’s sacri-

fice bunt and Arien Seymour’s run-scoring
single to left with two down.

The visiting Cadets (14-7) pushed across
their only run in the sixth on a leadolf dou-
ble to deep left-center by losing pitcher
Spencer Lang, followed by brother Chandler
Lang’s RBI single to left. Chandler Lang
had three of Fort Frye’s four hits, all singles.

“We executed,” Cartwright added.
*Momo is our senior leader and he was the
key all the way on the mound and [ am just
50 happy with senior Justin Lee, another sen-
ior, who has battled through injuries his
whole career and played so well, He has
reatly matured.

“The kids lost focus a little in the sixth,
but I let them know about it and they pulled
it together. It was just a clutch day ar the
plate, and especially with two outs. We also
had a solid day in the field against a tough
feam. -

“Don’t forget, Fort Frye is a very good
team and their pitcher was all around the
plate. Sonny (Bidwell) has had some good
teams and we have battled for years in Class

. AA‘H

Bidwell, meanwhile, was proud of his

kids, but also disappointed,

“Tt was nice to see our kids play on a big

. stage,” he said, “but we just came up short in
" a few places. Spencer challenged them at the

plate and battled, but we have got (0 learn to

including lus own two singles and RBL
Dylan Jones slapped three singles and
scored twice for the Wildcats. Josh Pasek
had two singles and an RBI, while Brian
Straka had two RBI and Storm Allese one.
Alex Young was the only Redskin able to
reach on a hit.
Class 4A

Steubenville 6, Buckeye Local 5

STEUBENVILLE — Kai McClurg
scored with two outs in the bottom of the
seventh giving Steubenville a come-from-
behind triumph.

Big Red will face top-seeded Harrison
Central at 11 am. Saturday for the champi-
onship.

Steubenville scored twice in the final
inning. Bryan Pierro scored on a bases-
loaded walk to tie the score at 5-5. He fin-
ished with two singles and an RBL

Evan Westlake homered and singled for
Big Red, while John Linn and Justin Corsi
both added RBL

Austin Marshall slapped three singles for
the Panthers. Shane Duncan tripled, singled
and had three RBE, while Eric Williams and
Josh Sokolowski both had two hits.

Harrison Central 7, Martins Ferry 6

CADIZ — In another one-run thrilier,
Hairison Central held on after jumping out
toa 7-2 lead.

Dalton Rutter and Rashaen Mitchell both
Inced two hits {or the Huskies. Mitchell
picked up the victory, funning five,

Robert Vargo slapped two hits for the
Purple Riders, while Garrett Trudo doubled.

Class 2A
Shadyside 4, Bridgeport 3

BROOKSIDE — Shadyside topped
Bridgeport for the third time in six days to
advance the championship tilt.

'The Tigers will face Steubenville Catholic
at 5 Friday evening in Steubenville.

The Tigers jumped out to a 4-0 lead after
three irinings before watching the Bulldogs
score three in fourth.

Austin Dorris, Zak Frizzi, Jared Brooks
and Colton Campbell all singled in the sec-
ond for the Tigers.

Brooks got the victory, fanning $ix and
walking none. He retired 11 of the final 14
batters. » :

Bradley Pritchett crushed a three-run
homer for the Bulldogs.

Steuh. Catholic 6, Toronto 2

TORONTO — Steubenville Catholic
scored four nms in the second and two more
in the third and that's all the Crusaders need-
ed to best Toronto.

Joe DeFallo doubled and plated two runs
for Steubenville Catholic, while Tony Bar-
ber doubled. Aleks Porreca, Josh Merriman
and Michael Barber all singled and plated a
ran.

Austin Lucas had a double, single and
two RBI for the Red Knights.

Class 1A
Madonna 3, Conotton Valley 0

WEIRTON - Tory Fuscardo struck out
five and walked one as Madonna topped
Conotton Valley.

The Blue Dons will face Bishop Donahue
in the finale of the OVAC championship
games at 4 p.m. Saturday at Vacearo Field,

Kaleb Baire had two singles, a double and
an RBI for the Blue Dons, while Fuscardo
aided his own cause with a double and an
RBL .
Nick Ossman tripled for Madonna and
Fargo Camerlengo tripled and singled.

Brandon Bailey doubled for the Rockets,
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