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Wheeling Park
take golf titles

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

WHEELING — A lot of golfers claim that the Crispin
Center Golf Course at Oglebay Park can be had for a low
number when conditions are right,

Conditions were perfect for scoring Thursday afternoon
as the OVAC Golf Championship wrapped up at Oglebay
with the 3A schools testing their mettle on the par 71
course.

For the first time in school history, Buckeye Trail
claimed the top spot, posting a sizzling team total of 291.
That was five shots better than Linsly, which was seeking
its 16th team title, but first in 3A after moving up a class
for this school year.

The Warrtors placed three players on the all-OVAC
squad en route to the title, which made ammends for last
year’s runner-up finish to Martins Ferry, which bumped
up to Class 4A this year.

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
BUCKEYE TRAIL'S Jessi Roe watches his tee shot
during Thursday’'s OVAC Class 3A Golf
Championship at Oglebay Park’s Crispin Course.
Roe was the match medalist with a 2-under par
round of 69, Additional images can be found at
cu.timesleaderoniine.com

“This was a school record for lowest round,” said
Warriors' head coach and OVAC Tournament Director
Mike Castello.

“I was certainly glad when | saw that Martins Ferry had
moved up, but this was a great team effort by our guys
today.”

The Warriors were fueled to the crown by senior Jessi
Roe. who posted a 2-under round of 69. He used a strong
back nine en route to the title.

See, GOLF, Page B2

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
RIVER'S JASON Miller tracks his putt toward the
hole on the 15th green at Thursday's OVAC Class
3A Golf Championship at Ogiebay Park’s Crispin
Course. Additional images can be found at
cu.timesleaderoniine.com

© Golf

Continued from Page B1

Justin Wilson and Collin
Streiff each posted rounds
of 72 to earn themselves a
spot on the all-tournament
team. Jed Burga and Austin
Warehime each posted a
round of 78 to round out
the Warriors™ roster.

“Linsly had us by four or
five strokes after the front
nine,” Castello said. “We
scored well on the back side
and it was enough. We're
hoping to use this as a
springboard into the rest of
our season.”

Coach Mark Zavatsky's
Cadets put up a solid round
in their own right, posting a
295, which the majority of
seasons would have been
plenty good enough for the
top prize.

“If you had told me two
or three weeks ago that
we’d shoot 295, I would
have put that down right
then,” Zavatsky said. “The
kids are kind of bummed
because of how they fin-
ished in the last few holes,
but they still all shot below
tneir averages. Buckeye

Trail just shot better.”

Leading the way for
Linsly was a 1-under round
by David Coram. which
was runner-up medalist.
Casey O’Korn was all-
OVAC with a solid round
of even par 71.

Other members of the
all-OVAC team were
Magnolia’s Garrett Emch
(71) and Fort Frye's Shon
Smith (72).

IN THE 5A Tournament
up the road at the Jones
Course at Speidel's Golf
Club, the Wheeling Park
Patriots notched their 12th
OVAC title and fifth in a
row by 12 strokes over
University.

The Patriots were led by
freshman standout Cole
Hand, who shot a 2-under
69 for the medalist honor.
He was three shots clear of
junior standout Thadd
Obecny was runnerup with
a I-over 72.

Staskey can be reached
at sstaskey@timesleader-
online.com
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By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

WHEELING - Golf can be a funny
game sometimes.

Just 72 hours prior to teeing it up at
the OVAC Golf Championship at
Oglebay Park’s Spiedel Golf Club. the
St. Clarrsvitic Red Devils shot a blister-
ing 302 tcam score to win the Fall
Classic.

They came to the conference tourna-
memnt as the defending champions in
Class 4A and one of the favorites for
another title.

Unfortunately. for the Red Devils,
golf was a lunny game for them on the
suti-splashed par 71 Jones Course. The
Red Devils scttled for the runner-up
plaque after posting a solid score of
316, but East Liverpool. which finished
third in the Fall Classic, grabbed its first
OVAC atle on the links by seven shots.

“We were flat.” said St. C. head
coach Rick Oberdick. “We had a day
last week when we were all hot and then
today we were flat. and 1 don’t know
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T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Jared Burghy
follows th flight of his shot during
Tuesday's OVAC Class 4A golf tour-
nament at Ogelbay Park. Additional
images can be found at
cu.timesleader-oniine.com

why.”

rlicin Ssihe

St. C. golfers second in OVAC 4A

* East Liverpool, Wheeling Central, Madonna capture titles

ol Aki®r

The Potters were fueled by three all-
conference players, including the tour
nament’s medalist.

Blake Prince captured his second
straight OVAC title. shooting an impres-
sive even-par round of 72, Prince set the
tone with a solid front nine in which he
posted the tournament’s only red num-
ber at 35,

Isaac Davidson and Joey Cilone were
third and fourth overall in the field.
posting 76 and 77. respectively,

East Liverpool's highest score that
counted was an 82 by Alex Watson.

“Blake put up a goed number, got us
started and the other guys just fell right
in fine.” said Potters™ head coach Ben
Wright. “The kids really stepped up.
We've played four tournaments and this
the fourth one we won. We know when
we play St. Clairsville that iCs pretty
much going to be a toss up based on
which Kids play well that day.”

The Red Devils placed just one piayer
on the all-OVAC team. Senior Jared
Burghy posted the low round for the

See, GOLF, Page B2

T-L PhotaSETH STASKEY
MARTINS FERRY’'S Chase Stuckey
watches his shot during Tuesday's OVAC
Class 4A golf tournament at Ogelbay
Park. Addjtional images can be found at

cu.timesleaderoniing.com
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Devils with a 78.

A pair of former OVAC
medalists — Zach Keylor
and Caden Myers — both
checked in with rounds of
79. Senior lefty Adam
Jeffries. who was medalist
with a sub par round fast
Friday, fired an 80 o round
out the scoring for the
Devils,

“The strength we've had
is when a kid or two arc
fiat, someone steps it up for
them,” Oberdick said. “Wc
were all flat today. so
maybe in the scctional.
we'll all be hot. You just
don’t know. I know our
kids didn’t take anyone
lightly: we knew we had (o
be focused and played well
to win. Qur Kids arc
resilient. quality golfers and
we’ll bounce back.”

Martins Ferry, which
won the 3A title last sca-
son, had two players carn a
spot on the all-OVAC team.

Chase Stuckey took
home the runner-up medal-
ist plaque after posting a 3-
over 75. Zac Riggenbach

checked in with a 78.

All told, the Riders
closcd with a tcant score of
318, Taylor Shane, who
was the 3A medalist last
scason, and Andrew Chlon
rounded out the scorers
with rounds of 82 and 83,
respectively.

DOWN THE road at the
Crispin Goll Center, the
OVAC Class 1A and 2A
tournamenis were held.

in 2A. Wheeling Central
cdged defending champion
Stcubenville Central, 308-
313 for the title. The crown
is the Maroon Knights’
I 1th in their history.

Steubenville Central’s
Austin McronofT won the
medalist plaque with a
round of 72. He was a shot
better than Shadyside scn-
ior Adam Stupak.

The Tigers. who finished
third in the team race, also
had Nathan Edgar (75) camn
a spot on the all-tournament
lcam.

Bridgeport’s Jonathan
Kiciter earncd a spol on the
all-OVAC squad with a

Photo/JIM ELLIOTT
SHADYSIDE'S ADAM Stupak receives his OVAC
Class A golf runnerup plague from Bob Cain follow-
ing Tuesday's action at Oglebay Park.

scorc of 76.

fn Class 1A, Madonna
notched its fourth straight
and sixth title overall with
anampressive score of 297,
The Blue Dons were 49
shots better than runner-up
Conotton Valiey.

The Blue Dons werce
fueled to the title by medal-
i1st Nick Mazur {72} and

runner-up medalist Michacl
Rogers (74).

The OVAC  Golf
Championship wraps up
Thursday when the 3A
schools tee it up at Crispin
and the 5A membership
plays its round at Jones.

Staskev can be reached
al sstaskev@timesicader-
online.com
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Blue Dons, Knights
Claim OVAC Crowns

Madonna's Michael Rogers watches a putt during Tuesday’s
OVAC Class 1A championship at Oglebay.p ¢ g

St. Clairsville's Adam Jeffries sizes
up a putt Tuesday.

" Photo by Seth Staskey

Photos by Jim Elliott

St. Clairsville is second

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING — Golf can be a funny
game sometimes.
Just 72 hours prior to teeing it up at
the OVAC Golf Championship at Ogle-
bay Park’s Spiedel Golf Club. the St.
Clairsville Red Devils shot a blistering
302 team score to win the Fali Classic.
They came to the conference tourna-
ment as the defending champions in
Class 4A and one of the favorites for
another title.
Unfortunately, for the Red Devils. goif

Madonna takes Class 1A by
49 shots; Central wins 2A

By JIM ELLIOTT
Staff Writer

WHEELING - Madonna's Nick Mazur, a No. 4
player for most of the season. grabbed the aticntion
of Coach T.J. Brancazio by shooting a 75 during a
gl recent practice round at Oglebay’s Crispin Course as
the team warmed up for Tuesday's OVAC Class 1A
@ and 2ZA Championships.
Brancazio then showed a little
faith in Mazur by moving him up to
o the No. 2 spot for the tournament.
And Mazur rewarded Brancazio by
shooting 72 and winning medalist
honors as the Blue Dons ran away
with the Class 1A title with a team
total of 297, 49 shots ahead of sec-

ond-place Connotton Valley (346).
It was the Blue Dons” fourth
4 straight OVAC crown and fifth in
school history.
Mazur sprinkled in four birdies gg
around five bogeys to shot a 1-over- =g
par and tie for the low round of the
day, regardless of class. -..
*“I hit everything really solid and &
I putted lights out — except on a
couple holes,”” Mazur said.
It’s been a quick ascension of late
| for the Madonna sophomore.
**I had been playing pretty
| badly.”" he said. *‘Then the other
day we came up here and I shot 75.
Then (Tuesday), I shot l-over. So
I'm coming on a streak now. ™
So dominant were the Blue Dons in this one,
Thomas Gianni's 77 didn’t count on his team’s score
(they take the top four) but it was good enough for a
tie for fifth overall with the Rockets” Trey Yosick
and a spot on the all-tournament team. All five
Madonna players’ names — Michael Rogers (74),

Siigs

Stanley

Please See OVAC Page 20

Potters Capture First Title

was a funny game for them on the sun
splashed par 72 Jones Course.

The Red Devils settled for the runncr-
up plaque after posting a solid score of

Oberdick said.

ment's medalist.

316, but East Liverpool, which finished

third in the Fall Classic. grabbed its first

OVAC title on the hinks by seven shots.
“We were flat.”

St. C. coach Rick

“We had a day last week when we
were all hot and then (Tuesday) we were
flat, and I don’t know why.”

The Potters were fueled by three all-
conference players, including the tourna-

Please See POTTERS Puge 20

POTTERS

{Continued from Page 15)

Blake Prince captured
his second straight OVAC
title, shooting an impres-
sive even-par round of 72.
Prince set the tone with a
solid front nine in which
he posted the tournament’s
only red number at 35.

Isaac Davidson and
Joey Cilone were third and
fourth overall in the field.
posting 76 and 77, respec-
lively.

East Liverpool’s highest
score that counted was an

82 by Alex Watson.

“Blake put up a good
number, got us started and
the other guys just fell
right in line,” Potters’
coach Ben Wright said.
“The kids really stepped
up. We've played four
tournaments and this the
fourth one we won., We
know when we play St.
Clairsville that it’s pretty
much going to be a toss up
based on which kids play
well that day.”

The Red Devils placed

just one player on the all-
CVAC team. Senior Jared
Burghy posted the low
round for the Devils with a
78.

A pair of former OVAC
medalists — Zach Keylor
and Caden Myers — both
checked in with rounds of
79. Senior lefty Adam Jef-
fries, who was medalist
with a sub par round last
Friday, fired an 80 to
round out the scoring for
the Devils.

“The strength we’ve had

is when a kid or two are
flat, someone steps it up
for them,” Oberdick said.
“We were all flat, so
maybe in the sectional,
we’ll all be hot. You just
don’t know. I know our
kids didn’t take anyone
lightly. we knew we had
to be focused and played
well to win. Our kids are
resilient, quality golfers
and we’ll bounce back.”
Martins Ferry, which
won the 3A title last sea-
son, had two players earn

a spot on the all-OVAC
team.

Chase Stuckey ook
home the runner-up
medalist plaque after post
ing a 3-over 75. Zac
Riggenbach checked in
with a 78.

All told, the Riders
closed with a team score
of 318. Taylor Shane, who
was the 3A medalist last
season, and Andrew Chion
rounded out the scorers
with rounds of 82 and 83,
respectively.

OVAC

(Continued from Page 15)

Alex Colantonia (75), and
Matthew Lyons (76} — can be
found on that list.

1 think we're on a roll.”” Mazur
said. *'I think we might have a shot
at winning states.”

Rogers’ 74 made him the run-
ner-up for the second consecutive
year,

“They had a great day,”’ Bran-
cazio said. “*They had a great prac-
tice round down here the other day.

| The kids have been working really

hard all year long. They just keep
getting better,

*Usually, we get a couple in the
70s. couple in the 80s. I think this
course plays a little bit easier, but
to shoot those scores is still phe-
nomenal. You're talking a couple
over par for almost the whole
team.”’

Trinity finished third with a 352,
one stroke ahead of fourth-place
Bishop Donahue.

Class 2A
Behind a 74 from Thomas Stan-

ley. Wheeling Central won the
Class 2A title. the Maroon Knights’
first crown since the 2009-10
school year, with a 308. Defending
champion Steubenville Catholic,
which received a medalist-winning
72 from Austin Meronoff. shot a
313 and was five strokes back.
Wheeling Central, which won
four straight OVAC golf titles from
20:04-08. had three scores in the
70s as Justin Leonard (76), John
Haley (77) and Freddie Fitzsim-
mons {81) combined with Stanley

to put the Knights back on top.

Jason Bensur helped the Cru-
saders with a 77. while both Mike
Manfresca and Nick Ivkovich fin-
ished with 82s.

Shadyside finished third at 320
behind a 73 from runner-up medal-
ist Adam Stupak {73) and ali-tour-
ney team member Nathan Edgar
{75). Other members of the Class
2A all-tourney team were Leonard.
John Michael Romey of Toronto
(70) an Bridgeport’s Jonathan Kre-
iter {76).



Wheeling Park’s Cale Hand watches his shot fl
onships on Thursday at Oglebay’s Robert Trent

y during the OVAC Class 5A Golf Champi-
Jones Course.

Cole Has Big ‘Hand’ In
Wheeling Park Victory

Patriots win 5A title
behind sophomore

By JIM ELLIOTT
Staff Writer

WHEELING — The man at
the top changed, but everything
else stayed the same for Wheel-
ing Park on Wednesday. as the
Patriots claimed their fifth con-
secutive OVAC golf champi-
onship at Oglebay’s Robert
Trent Jones Course. the last two
in Class 5A.

Sophomore
Cole Hand.
Park’s No. 2
F]ayer —and
ikely a No. 1

A

at any other
school — was
buoyed by an
eagle on hole
5 and was the
only player in
the nine-team
field to break
ar as he shot a 69 and led the
atriots to a 302, ed%'ing second-
place University (314) by 12

Hand

strokes.

Rounding out the ficld was
third-place Parkersburg South
(330), Morgantown (339),
Brooke (345). Cambridge (363),
Indian Creek (420), and John
Marshall (489).

Hand’s day ended a two-year
medalist run for teammate Thadd
Obecny II. who shot 72 and
made the all-tournament team
along with University's Trent
McPhearson (73) and Eric Wirth
(74). Hand. and Parkersburg

Please See HAND. Page 12

Photo by Seth Staskey

Buckeye Trail’s Jessi Roe watches his tee shot during
Thursday’s OVAC Class 3A Golf Championship. Roe fired
a 2-under-par round of 69 to win the medalist honor and
lead the Warriors to their first OVAC golf crown.

Trail Strikes For
Class 3A Crown

Roe leads school
to first golf title

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING - A lot of
golfers claim that the Crispin
Golf Course at Oglebay Park
can be had for a low number
when conditions are right.

Conditions were perfect for
scoring Thursday as the OVAC
Golf Championship wrapped u
at Oglebay with the 3A schools
testing their mettle on the Par-
71 course.

For the first time in school
history, Buckeye Trail claimed
the tO.FhSPOI' posting a sizzling
291. That was five shots better
than Linsly, which was seeking
its 16th team title, but first in
3A after moving up a class for
this school year.

The Warriors placed three
players on the All-OVAC squad

" en route to the title, which made

ammends for last year’s runner-
up finish to Martins Ferry,
which bumped up to Class 4A
this year.

*This was a school record for
lowest round,”” Warriors coach
and OVAC Tournament Direc-
tor Mike Castello said. *'[ was
certainly glad when I saw that
Martins Ferry had moved up,
but this was a great team effort
by our guys,””

The Warriors were fueled to
the crown by senior Jessi Roe
who posted a 2-under-par round
of 69. He used a strong back
nine en route to the title.

Justin Wilson and Collin
Streift each posted rounds of 72
to earn themselves a spot on the
all-tournament team. Jed Burga
and Austin Warehime each post-
ed a round of 78 to round out
the Warriors roster.

*‘Linsly had us by four or five
strokes after the front nine.””

Please See TRAIL. Page 12

TRAIL

(Continued from Page 11)

Castello said. **We scored well
on the back side and it was

put up a solid round in their own
right, posting a 295, which the
majority of seasons would have
been plenty good enough for the

“*The kids

right then,”” Zavatsky said.

are kind of
bummed because of how they
finished in the last few holes, but

a 1-under round by David Coram.
which was runner-up medalist.
Casey O'Korn was AIl-OVAC

enough,

“We’re hoping to use this as a
springboard into the rest of our
season.”’

Coach Mark Zavatsky’s Cadets

with a solid round of even par 71. |
Other members of the all-
OVAC team were Magnolia’s
Garrett Emch (71) and Fort
Frye’s Shon Smith (72). |

top prize.

*If you had told me two or
three weeks ago that we'd shoot
295, 1 would have put that down

they still all shot below their
averages. Buckeye Trail just shot
better."””

Leading the way for Linsly was

HAND :

(Continued from Page 11)

South’s Alex Schreckengost
(76).

For Hand, who came in
under-par on the Jones
Course for the first time in
his prep carcer. it was a

BTRAUSS
! INDUSTRIES |
BUYING
SCRAP
METALS
TOP PRICES PAID

| ALUMINUM ‘
. SPECIAL

good day for the short game.

On No. 5. a 511-yard Par
5. Hand’s drive wasn't as
far nght as he normally hits
it, but he drilled a 3-wood to
within 30 yards. just in front
of the burniker.

From there. *'I chipped it
and ran up there and
watched it just trickle in
right in front of the cup. so
that was pretty sweet.”"
Hand said.

He had birdie putts set up
inside of 10 feet on holes

12-14, but “‘I made one of
them — wish [ could get
the other two back,’” he
said.

He gave a pair back on
16 and 18, the product of
pressure he put on himself
after last year's OVAC tour-
ney, when he had a one-
stroke lead on Obecny on
17 and coughed it up with a
double bogey.

“‘Cole got a little bit of
revenge,”” Wheeling Park
coach Don Headley said.

“‘Cole brought the ship
home right side up, and
we're in good shape.”
Hand’s drive was left on
both holes, something he
says always happen when
the nerves hit, but had a big
enough lead to absorb a pair
of bogeys this time.
‘‘Having Thadd on my
team, it’s always a competi-
tion,"” Hand said. **Even if
we’re playing two teams we
might beat by 50, it's
always a competition
because I always just want
to beat him. Even if we're
coming out here playing
nine holes, [ always try real
hard because I always want
1o beat him. And it doesn’t
happen  very  often.
{Wednesday’s round) feels

good.
*1 think we make each
other better players. There's
not a whole fot of players
around here who can chal-
lenge him. Kicking him in
the butt every once in a
while helps him out.™

Rounding out Wheeling
Park’s scorers were Dylan
Wojcik’s 83 and Hunter
Bryan’s 78.

**Our freshmen really
played well.”” Headley said.

Brooke. which finished
fourth, was led by Logan
Lojszyk’s 77. Cambridge’s
top score came from Trevor
Wilkinson (81). Indian
Creek’s best score was Ian
Mclntosh's 99, and John
Marshall’s leader was
Collin Griffith's 123,

-
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OVAC Golf Tourney set to tee it up

* Oglebay Park set to host annual event on Tuesday and Thursday; New 3A champion assured

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

The first OVAC Championships of the
2012-13 school will be presented this
week in Wheeling,

Oglebay Park’s Crispin and Jones
Courses will host the OVAC Golf
Championships, starting Tuesday with the
lA. 2A and 4A schools teeing it up. The
JA and 5A members will play their 18-
hole rounds on Thursday.

The three smailer divisions will play at
Crispin. while the bigger divisions wili
play on the par 71 Jones Course at
Speided.

Madonna 1s the three-time defending
champion mn Class 1A and favored to once
again repeat under head coach T.J.
Brancazio.

The Blue Dons will be joined in the
field by Paden City. Trinity Christian.
Bishop Donahue, Beallsville and Conotton
Valley.

Steubenville Central won the Class 2A
title last season despite having nary a play-
er eam a spot on the all-OVAC squad. The
Crusaders lost two players from that team
to graduation, but are still expected to
make a strong push toward another title.

They'll be challenged by the likes of
Wheeling Central, which won in 2010,
Shadyside and Bridgeport.

The Tigers are led by senior standout
Adam Stupak. who shot a 75 to earn a spot
on the all-OVAC team last season.

Bridgeport has had a break-through sea-
son. The Bulldogs are led by talented sen-
ior Jonathan Kreiter.

Torento’s John Michael Romey is back
after finishing as runner-up medalist last
scason with a round of 74.

Recently retired River head coach Bob
Cain 15 the tournamenti director for both
Class | A and 2A.

"I like the fact that the tournament isn’t
played on anyone’s home course,” Cain
said. "All of the teams had had ample
opportunity to get in a practice round or
two on the course. The course is a chal-
lenge because of the hills and all of the
funny hops and bounce that you can get
there. I know the course is in great shape
and Oglebay does a great job in making
sure that the tournament is a pleasant expe-
rience tor everyone involved.”
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IN CLASS 3A. a new champion is guar-
anteed since defending champion Martins
Ferry has bumped up to Class 4A.

New to the division are River and
Linsly. which both moved up from Class
2A.

Buckeye Trail is one of the favorites to
claim its first OVAC golf title. The
Warriors have enjoyed a solid season thus
far and finished second last season.

The only two returning all-OVAC play-
ers 3A field are Warriors’ players Jessi
Roe and Justin Wilson.

Magnolia is led by senior Garrett Emch.
who returned to the Blue Eagles’ program
after spending last year at Linsly.

The remainder of the 3A field consists
of Barnesville, Bellaire. Fort Frye, Linsly,
Monroe Central, River and Tyier
Consolidated.

THE 4A field is deep with two defend-
ing champions in the class and a team
that’s yet to finish anywhere but on top of
the leaderboard.

St. Clairsville is the defending champi-
on in the class and Martins Ferry has
bumped up to 4A after winning the 3A
CrOWn a $eason ago.

Throw in a quality East Liverpool
squad, which boasts a 36-0 record. and it
should be a nip-and-tuck affair in the sec-
ond biggest classification.

The Red Devils. who qualified for the
state tournament last season. have won two

PICTURED ARE the five
first-team all Buckeye 8
players, who are now
getting ready for the
OVAC Tournament. From
left are Zach Keylor {St.
Clairsville), Adam Jeffries
{St. Clairsville), Andrew
Chion (Martins Ferry),
Taylor Shane (Martins
Ferry} and Trevor
Mudrak {Union Local).

Photo/MIKE MATHISON

titles in a row. They claimed the 3A crown
in 2010.

“They say it’s harder to repeat than to
win the championship.” said $t. C. head
coach Rick Oberdick. “*Our after winning
the last two years, our kids have a chal-
lenging task ahead. We have been playing
well this year and we have big goals. One
of those is winning the OVAC. All of our
players are experienced and feel confi-
dent.”

St. Clairsville is led by a talented five
players, including senior Zach Keylor,
who is a former OVAC medalist. Senior
lefty Adam Jeffries is having a fine cam-
paign after putting forth a strong summer
of play. Senior Caden Myers is another
former OVAC medalist. Rounding out the
top five is junior Seth Vannoy, who trans-
ferred from Marietta. He's a very solid
player and has fired several low scores.

Martins Ferry, meanwhile, returns near-
ly every player from its OVAC champi-
onship squad last season.

Head coach Joe Kosar’s team is led by
returning OVAC Class 3A medalist Taylor
Shane. The senior has been steady this seu-
son. Senior Andrew Chlon has also been
an impressive player this season and
throughout his prep carcer. Scniors Chase
Stuckey. Zac Riggenbach and Kaitiyn
Bliss round out the Riders’ roster.

The Potters boast the defending medalist
in the event. Blake Prince. who averages

H
i

37 for nine holes. is the team’s leader.
Freshman Isaac Davidson is another player
to watch for East Liverpool

The 4A tournament is directed by Mel
Pesuit. who is in his 20th season as the
Meadowbrook head coach, His team is led
by Nate Frencik.

Union Local will enter one of the top
individual players in senior Trevor
Mudrak. who's had a strong scasen thus
fur.

Harrison Central is a team to keep an
cyc on.

The Huskies boast onc of the field’s top
players in Drew Hom.

The balance of the 4A field is com-
prised of: Oak Glen. Stcubenville, Weir
and Buckeye Local

THE 5A fictd will take to the Jones
Course on Thursday. The players will tee
off at 9:3¢ a.m.

Wheeling Park is the three-time defend-
ing champion and one of the favorites
again this season. The Patriots arc led by
talented junior Thadd Obecny. who just
fired a 6-under 65 at Jones Course last
week.

The balance of the big-school field is
made up of Beaver Local. Edison, Indian
Creck. Cambridge. Brooke, John Marshall,
University. Parkcrsburg South and
Morgantown.

Sraskey  can  be  reached
sstaskey @timesleaderonline com
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