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OVAC GoLF CHAMPIONSHIPS

olts Repeat
As AAA Cham

Red Devils’ Keylor is medalist

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING — A familiar name in the team standings and a

name, which could become a household one in Ohio Valley

olf circles walked away from the Speidel Golf Club at Ogle-
Ea Park on Tuesday with Ohic Valley Athletic Conference
titles.

The Meadowbrook Colts and coach Mel Pesuit hoisted the
team trophy for the sixth time in the school’s history and for
the second consecutive season after posting a solid round. of
331, which was a stroke better than their effort a season ago.

“Our kids were focused,” Pesuit said. “As we drove down (to
Wheeling Tuesday) the kids were talking about the approach to
take on some of the holes and where to hit the ball, so this is
something the{ definitely wanted.” -

The Colts placed three of their four scorers on the all-OVAC
team despite losing two of their placers from a season ago to
graduation,

“We've got kids who are more than capable,” Pesuit said.
“We're pleased we're able to get it done and our kids came
through when we needed them to. We thought it would come
down to our third and fourth players and they came through,
too.”

Leading the way for the Colts was Cole Pennington who fin-
ished as runner-up medalist with a solid round of 78. He’s tra-
ditionally the Colts’ No. 2 player.

“Cole’s more than capable of putting together a good round,”
Pesuit said. *He started really strong early in the season, but
he’s kind of struggled a little bit here of late. “But he put
together today when it counted.”

Joining Pennington ns an all-OVAC honoree were Matt
Milller and Eli Pesuit who fired rounds of 80 and 83, respec-
tively.

I_gadingzme way on the all-OVAC team was St. Clairsville
freshman
playing in his first OVAC championship.

“T am honored to win this tournament,” Keylor said. “God
blessed me, but now there’s going to be some additional pres-
suie, and I'll have to keep on improving.” .

Keylor, who spent most of the summer playing on the highly
regarded Top Flite Tour, tamed the difficult par-72 Jones lay-
out with a round of 3-over-par 75. :

“The course was fair,” Keylor said. *“The greens were pretty
soft and the fairways were true. I just tried to tell myself not
think about the scores and just finish my round strong and see
what happens.”

Keylor, who turned in a card that included three birdies on
the front nine, but a seven on a hole on the back nine, chipped

co’ts me shots on the course.”
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St. Clairsville's Zach Keylor watches a drive during Tues-
day’s OVAC Class AAA championship.

in three shots for bird, including a lengthy one from in {ront of
the green on the eighth hole. He also birdied the difficult par-3
seventh on the front as well.

“My short game saved me,” Keylor said. T hit the ball well
off the tee on the front nine, but I struggled some on the back
nine and even hit a ball ont of bounds, but I was able to just put
that hole behind me and move on.” \

1t's Keylor’s ability to move on after a bad shot and his all-
around knowledge of the game that impresses St, C, coach Rick
Oberdick the most.

Please See COLTS, Page 16
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By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

St. C. frosh
Keylor wins
3-A medalistj

* Meadowbrook repeats as team champs @ |

| OVAC Golf Tournament

Pesuit hoisted the
team trophy for the
sixth time in the
school’s history and £
for the second con--
secutive year after
posting a solid
round of 331, which
was a stroke better
than their effort a
year ago.

“Our kids were
focused today,” said
Pesuit. *As we
drove down (to
Wheeling) today the
kids were talking
about the approach
to take on some of
the holes and where

wanted.”

Pesuit said.

Ses, 3-A, Pege B4

Ethier hit a two-run homer in the 13th
inning ~ his major league-leading
sixth walkoff hit of the season — giv-
ing the Los Angeles Dodgers a 5-4
victory over the Pittsburgh Pirates on
Tuesday night.

Four of Ethier’s game-ending hits

to hit the ball, so this is something they definitely

The Colts placed three of their four scorers on
the all-OVAC team despite losing two of their
placers from a year ago to graduation.

“We’ve got kids who are more than capable,” ABOVE: St. Clairsville freshman Zach Keylor watches his
“We're pleased we're able to get it tgg shot on the seventh tee at Oglebay Park's Jones
Course during Tuesday's OVAC 3-A Golf Championship. |
He posted a round of 75 to earn the medallst honors.,
AT LEFT: Harrison Central’s Adam Heaston watches his
shot during the OVAC 3-A Golf Tournament. He finished
as an all-QVAC player. Additional images may be found at
cu.timesleaderonline.com :

done and our kids came through when we needed
them to. We thought it would come down to our
third and fourth players and they came through

Leuding the way for the Colts was Cole

A familiar name in the team standings and a .
name, which couid become a household one in
Chio Valley golf circles walked away from the |
Speidel Golf Club at Oglebay Park Tuesday with
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference titles.

The Meadowbrook Colts and head coach Mel
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leading Dodgers moved five games
ahead of Colorado, which lost 10-2 at
San Francisco. .

Ethier sent the first pitch from Phit
Dumatrait (0-1) into the right field
pavilion with one out for his 30th
homer and 97th and 98th RBIs of the

T-L Photos/SETH STASKEY

Rafael Furcal opened the inning
with a line drive single that struck
Chris Bootcheck and ricocheted
between first and second base.

The Pirates took a 4-3 lead in the

-top of the inning on Ryan Doumit’s

RBI single.

® 3-A
Continued from Page B1

Pennington who finished as runner-up
medalist with a solid round of 78.
He’s traditionally the Colts’ number
two player. '

“Cole’s more than capable of put-
ting together a pood round,” Pesuit
said. “He started really strong early in
the season, but he’s kind of struggled
a little bit here of late, but he put it
together today when it counted.”

Joining Pennington as an all-

OVAC honoree were Matt Miller and
Eli Pesuit who fired rounds of 80 and
83, respectively,

Leading the way on the all-OVAC
team was St. Clairsville freshman
Zach Keylor who showed little or no
nerves despite playing in his first
OVAC Championship.,

“I am honored to win this tourna-
ment,” Keylor said. “God blessed me,
but now there’s going to be some
additional pressure, and I’ll have to
keep on improving.”

Keylor - who spent most of the
summer playing on the highly-regard-
ed Top Flite Tour — tamed the diffi-
cult par 72 Jones layout with a round
of 3-over 75.

“The course was fair today,”
Keylor said. “The greens were pretty
soft and the fairways were true. I just
tried to tell myself not think about the
scores and just finish my round strong
and see what happens.”

Keylor - who turped in a card
that inctuded three birdies on the front
nine, but a seven on a hole on the
back nine - chipped in three shots
for bird, including a lengthy one from
in front of the green on the eighth
hole. He also birdied the difficult par
three seventh on the front as well.
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MARTINS FERRY'S Andrew Chlon plays a bunker shot during
Tuesday’s OVAC Class 3-A Golf Championship at Oglebay Park in

Wheeling.

“My short game saved me today,”
Keylor said, “T hit the ball well off the
tee on the front nine, but I struggled
some on the back nine and even hit a
ball out of bounds, but I was able to
Just put that hole behind me and move
Ol'l.”

It's Keylor's ability to move on
after a bad shot and his all-around
knowledge of the game that impresses
St. C. head coach Rick Oberdick the
most. :

“I don't consider him a freshman
anymore,” Oberdick said. “He's real-
ly dedicated to and he’s consistent.
When he’s on, he’s going to be really

good, and today was one of those
days when he was on, But, I am sure
he’s looking at his card and thinking
there are one or two holes that T left
same shots on the course,” .

Harrison Central finished second
in the team rankings with 348
strokes, which was nine fewer than
St C.

The Huskies were led by all-
OVAC player Adam Heaston. He
posted a round of 81. Rounding out
the all-OVAC team was Edison's
Greg Stagani.

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com
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OVAC Golf Tournament

BARNESVILLE'S
Balley Warfield =~
eyes up a putt on
the 15th green
during Thursday's
OVAC Golf
Tournament held at
Oglebay Park’s
Crispin Center.
Additional images
may be found at
cu.timeslaaderon-
fine.com

Warfield claims OVAC

» Barnesville senior shoots even‘; Central wins team title

By SETH STASKEY T,
Times Leadar Sporis Editor L L

Wheeling Central captured the Chio Valley
Athletic Conference Golf Championship last in g
2007 as a member of Class 3-A. '

The Knights, however, dropped to 2-A a year §
ago and finished near the bottom of the team rank- §
ings after graduation had claimed the majority of its
roster, .

However, the Maroon Knights reclaimed their
glory thanks to ang T
unexpected round |
of 78 from Shane |
Livingston, who’s |
slotted i
Central fifth spo
during Thursday’s
O V A C

'Course at Oglebay
Park in Wheeling.

“This is a big}
change for us-from
last year,” saidj]
Central head coach
Ed Stein. “We were
rebuilding last year
and maybe
Wheeling Central is
reloading after all.”

Many had looked at the scoreboard and began
proclaiming Steubenville Central the champion, but Liste E LM i

as tournament officials were writing in the hole-by- , T-L Photos/SETH STASKEY
hole scores of Livingston, who was a member of ABOVE: River's Zach Wax plays from the rough on the

the last group to come back to the clubhouse, it Ninth hole. Wax birdied the final three holes of the tour-
turned out to be a 43 on the front and an even-par Nament to finish a shot over par and second in the tour-
round of 35 on the back nine. nament. . _ ‘
Included in Livingston's round was the lone AT LEFT: Shadyside's Patrick O'Donnell watches his
eagle of the tournament, which he posted on the tee shot on the 12th hole during Thursday’s OVAC -
240-yard par four 16th, Class 2-A Tounmament. Additional images may be found
See, WARFIELD, Pags B2 at cu.timesleaderonline.com )

® Warfield
" Continued from Page B1 -

“That was pretty much a career round for Shane,” Stein
saic. “I am happy with how all of our kids just kind of
grinded it out. Some of the guys started poorly, but they
didn't give up on the round and finished really strong,”

Garrett Labrosse finished with a 79, which was a shot
off of earning all-OVAC. The Knights’ normal number
one player Dan Scott checked in with a 81 and rounding
out the scoring was a round of 82 from Mike Selak.

“The cotirse was dry and hard today,” Stein said. “The
greens rolled really nice, bat the ball was bouncing all
over the place in the fairway, so the difficulty of the
course then so many evenly matched teams makes it an
even bigger accomplishment.”

Barnesville — which was one of the pre-tournament
favorites — received another steady, grind-it-round from

‘'senior standout Bailey Warfield who his second consecu-

tive OVAC medalist plaque, but his first in 2-A afler the
Shamrocks dropped down from 3-A,

“I couldn't get the greens down very well on the front
nine, and I' put myself in a lot of tronble,” Warfield said.
“I was able to put it together on the batk nine, I knew
there was pressure on me because | wanted to win, but my
putting came back to me and I was able to make some
birdies,” . . .

The senior — who plays countless tournaments during
the summer to prepare for the prep seasen — was trading
birdies for bogeys on the front side of the card and posted
a 2-over 38,

. 'However, on the back nine — which is considerably
shorter and considerably easier to scare on — Warfield
posted a 2-under 33 for the even par round.

“I left a lat of shots on the course today,” Warfield con-

Hnued. “I could have probably gone in the mid 60s, but I

am happy with my score because it was good enough to

“come out on top. Teday wasn't my best round, but I came

out and played pretty well,”

Steubenville Central — which finished two shots off
the pace — had two members of the ali-OVAC squad.

Mike McDonald and Anthony Augustine finished in
the three-way tie for fifth with the aforementioned
Livingston.

‘Defending champion Fort Frye finished third with 326,
Zach Warren and Bryan Neader shot 74 and 77, respec-
tively to earn all-OVAC status,

River’s Zach Wax - who had shot a 68 earler in the
season at Crispin — ended his round with three straight
birdies to salvage a |-over round of 72 and runner-up
medalist honors. :
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AC Golf Championships

ing Kind of Day

By RICK THORP
Staff Writer )

WHEELING — Wheeling Park
repeated and caprured its sixth OVAC
golf title of the decade Thursday by
edging Parkersburg South at the
"OVAC Class AAAA Championship
at Spetidel Golf Course’s Robert Trent
Jones layout at Oglebay,

The Ohio County Patriots finished
with a score of 318, while the Wood
County Patriots shot 329, East Liver-
pool was third with 340,

John Marshall was fourth (353),
followed by Zanesville (354), Brooke
(358), Steubenville (362), Indian
Creek (365), Buckeye Local (366)
and Cambridge (393).

The Potters” Jason Dickey earned
medalist honors after ousting team-

Lambie comes through to h

“This is goal No. 1.

The whole season

you think about the
OVAC.”

Don Headley .

mate John Auer and Wheeling Park’s
Shayne Wilson in a two-hole, sudden-
death playoff. All three shot 75 after
18 holes.

Wheeling Park coach Don Headley
said his team can now cross the
OVAC off its list of goals for the sea-

Wheeling Park's
Shayne Wilson
tees off durin
the first playo
hole of the OVAC
Class AAAA golf
championships
Thursday at
Oglebay Park.
Looking on is
East Liverpool's
James Dickey,
back left, who
eventually was
crowned
medelist on the
second hole of
sudden death.

View additional
photos at
cu.theinielli-
gencer.net.

Phote by Rick Thorp

elp Patriots to Class AAAA title

son.

**This is goal No. 1,”" said
Headley, who also guided Park to the
title last season in his first as coach.
‘“The whole season you think about

the OVAC,

*‘But this is just one plece of the
puzzle. The regional is next, and then
if we win that or finish second, it’s on
to state,™

The regional tournament is slated
for Sept. 28 at Moundsville Country
Club, and the state tournament is Oct.
6-7 back at Speidel.

.Marshall Hone, who was the Class
AAA medalist at last fall's state tour-
nament, fired an 80 on Thursday. But
it was Park's No. 3 golfer ~ Eli

Please See PATRIOTS, Page 18

Patriots

(Continued from Page 17)

Lambie — that helped
separate the two groups of
Patriols in team scoring.

Lambie shot a 79, while
South’s Anthony Cornell
had an 88.

‘‘He’s our No. 3 man ..,
and a solid. No. 3 man,”
Headley said. ‘*He has
been a cluich guy all sear
son. We can count on him
and be dependent on him
to shoot that number and
his play 'made the differ-
ence. Without him shoot-
ing that steady number we
struggle.” -

_ Nathan Clingenpeel
carded an 84 to round out
Park’s scoring. The Patri-
ots’ fifth player — Jacob
Carpenter — shot an 87.

eadley, who also
served as tournament
director, said the victory
was a team accomplish-
ment.from the coaches and
players all the way down
to the teachers and admin-
istrators at Wheeling Park
High School who have
helped the Patriots com-
pete in many [8-hole
events this season,

‘“The No. 1 and 2 guys
set the pace, and the 3, 4
and 5 guys win tourna-
ments for you,” Headley
said **Everyone on this
team knows how impor-
tant it is to help each
other. And that's what
haggened (Thursday).”’

ilson, Dickey and
Auer were among the first
golfers to finish their
rounds. And as the day
wore on, it was apparent
they would be playing an
extra hole or two.

After a long break, the
trio headed to the par-4
10th for the first playoff

" hole.

Dickey's and Auer's
first'shots tanded in the
fairway, with Wilson’s on
the fringe. Auer and Dick-
ey both landed their sec-
ond shots about 8§ feet
from the pin. Wilson's
second shot went back far-
ther, but stopped on the
fringe of the green.

Auer and Dickeﬁ both
converted their birdie
attempts, while Wilson’s
stopped about 3 feet short
nf the hole, thus eliminat-
ing him.

‘‘1 was pretty happy
with how I%Iayed." said
Wilson, who also had a 75
in last season’s OVAC
Tournament. **The course
glnyed pretty tough, but

ason and I (the two were

included in a foursome all
day) had a good battle and
It was fun.’

Wilson neglected to
mention he wasn’t feeling
well, which is par for the
course for him, according
to Headley.

“*Shayne’s been stead
all season,”” Headley said,
‘“‘He’s always been in the
mid to low 70s. o

“He’s a strong and
tough-minded kid who
muscles the ball around
the course.

‘*He was down on his
ower (Thursday) as he

Ead a sore throat and was-
n't feeling well. T wasnt
sure he'd be here. But
that's the kind of kid he is
... tough, gritty and he sets
the pace for us.”” '

With Wilson out of the
mix, the Potters team-
mates, along with a small

%nllery moved to the par-3
1th hole.

Dickey’'s tee shot land-
ed on the right side of the
green, while Auer’s first
offering sank into a
bunker r%ght.off the green.
Auer’s second shot went
out of the sand and flew
across the green, landing
on a hill. This all but elim-
inated him and Dickey
went on (o two-putt to seal
the victory.

It was the first career
playoff viclory for the jun-
tor. °

*“The biggest thing for
me was when I made that
birdie putt on that first
playoff hole,”” Dickey
said, who was teammed
with Wilson, Parkersburg
South’s Austin Root and
Buckeye Local's Andrew
Stro%s.

“*We all hit the ball
reat,”’ Dickey said of the
oursome. ‘'If we had
made some putts, one of
us probably would’ve

went under par.”

Dickey, Wilson and
Auer were joined on the
all-conference team by
Root and Parkersburg
South’s Jorden Mclntyre.
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By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

The first Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference champion of the
2009-10 athletic year will be
crowned this week.

The OVAC Golf
Championship will be held at
Oglebay Park, starting on
Tuesday with the 1-A and 3-A
classes going at it, while the 2-A
and 4-A groups will play for the
pennant on Thursday.

The Jones and Crispin courses
will be utilized for the tourna-
ment, which consists of 18 hole
stroke play. The bigger division
each day will play at Jones.

The action commences at
Oglebay at 9:30 a.m. each
day.

The following is a
capsule look at the
classes based on
information provid- [, 4
ed by the directors
of the events: .

IN CLASS 4-A, ‘6"
Wheeling Park is the \1{
defending champion. :
The Patriots claimed their
seventh OVAC title a year ago,
which ended the three-year run of
Zapesville,

This year’s 4-A field also
includes: John Marshall,
Parkersburg South, Steubenville,
East Liverpool, Buckeye Local,
Beaver Local, Indian Creek,

Cambridge and Brooke.

IN CLASS 3-A,
Meadowbrook is cast in the role
of defending champion.

Coach Mel Pesuit’s Colts
fought off Barnesville for the
crown and now with the
Shamrocks in Class 2-A and the
Colts having just two players
back from its 2008 team, the title
is wide open.

Meadowbrook — which owns

. five OVAC titles all told in golf
and advanced to the state tourna-
ment a year ago — return Matt

Miller and Eli Pesuit both of
whom plaved in last year’s event.
Junior Cole Pennington has been
playing well this year.

Meadowbrook is 12-4 in dual
matches and 47-22 overall.

Harrison Central is off to a
strong start this season. The
Huskies return all-OVAC per-
former Adam Heaston to the fold.

Another solid performer for
Harrison is Juli Hirauk, who will
play one set of tees closer to the
greens than the boys due to the
tournament being contested in
West Virginia.

St. Clairsville is enjoying a
youth movement in golf and also
a fine season thus far. The Red

Devils — who own a confer-
ence-high 20 golf titles
but none in the last 11
years — are 19-2 on
the season.

Sophomore
Bryce Holler,
freshmen Caden

Keylor lead the way
Coach Rick

The remainder of the 3-
A field consists of: Edison,
Magnolia, Martins Ferry, Tyler,
Union Local, Weir, Oak Glen and
Bellaire.

IN CLASS 2-A, Stenbenville
Central is the defending champi-
on after it held off Fort Frye by
three strokes (311-314) for the
title,

The Cadets might be able to
get over the hump this season
with three starters from last
year’s team back, but medalist
Danny Perry who shot a round of
72 has graduated.

Another factor expects to be
Barnesville, which is dropping
down to 2-A after competing in
3-A a season ago.

The Shamrocks are led by sen-
ior Bailey Warfield who was an
all-OVAC performer in 3-A a
season ago and won the medalist

OVAC GOLF CHAMPIONSHIPS

Class AA
Wheellng Central, 320 Staubanvilla

John Auer 75, Ridge Tomaselli 94, Alex
Watson B6; JM — Derek Francis 84,

Myers and Zach

m for
X Oberdick’s team.

OVAC Golf Tournaments th

title as a sophomore.

Individuals in Class 2-A who
could make a charge up the
leaderboard include; Linsly’s
Derek Andreini, Fort Frye’s Zach
Warren and Bryan Neader;
Wellsville's Matt Gibbs,
Shadyside’s Patrick O’Donnell;
River's Zack Wax and Jesse
Merckle and Buckeye Trail's
Josh Colvin.

IN CLASS 1-A, Zanesville
Rosecrans is the two-time defend-
ing champion in their two appear-
ances in the tournament.

Rosecrans lost Josh Agin to

OVAC CLASS
A

L“"m'""ageﬁ% 3rs; Oak G, 383, i
436: Bokaiy, sy 01 THr Consalicata,
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UNION
LOCAL'S
Mitchal|
Jellison watch-
es his tee shot
during a golf
match last
weok at
Crooked
Creek. Jellison
will be one of
many prep
golfers
involved in the
OVAC Golf
Championship
slated for this
week at
Oglabay Park.
Additional
images may
be found at
cu.limesleader
online.com
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Morgantown Trinity, which won
the Class 1-A West Virginia state
title a season aga. Toronto also
figures to be in the mix.

The balance of [-A includes:
Bishop Donahue, Conotton
Valley, Beallsville, Paden City
and St. John.

The directors for the OVAC
golf tournament are: Doen
Headley (4-A), Mel Pesuit (3-A),
Bob Cain (2-A) and Mark
Zavatsky (1-A).

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com

OVAC Goif
blp

graduation. He’s the two-time
reigning tournament medalist and
was the state ronnerup a year ago
in Columbus. He's now compet-
ing at the University of Toledo.

However, the Bishops’ cup-
board isn't bare with Austin Lang
and Drew Eppley back off the all-
OVAC team.

Madonna figures to challenge
the Bishops with the likes of
Drew. Gobleck and Austin
Pitchok leading the way. Both
were members of the all-OVAC
squad.

New to the field this year is
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The Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference
wrapped up its annual golf
championships last
Thursday and 1 must say
what an exciting couple of
days of golf.

On the outside you hear
high school golf and most
people don’t get toa excil-

Obviously, those people
have never given it a
chance.

I've covered every sport
in The Times Leader cover-
age area multiple times, but
the golf tournaments this
week — held at Oglebay
Park — were some of the
most exciting and interesting.

Wheeling Park,
Meadowbrook, Wheeling

Central and
Weirton
Madonna
walked
b, away with
the team
trophies in
tbalanced
fields.

Two of

g = t he
SETH STASKEY indi-
" O The Tee  vidual
titles
came down to playoffs and
regardless of the level of
golf, a sudden-death play-
off is the second-most
exciting part of the sport
behind an ace.

Toronto’s Nolan Wilson
prevailed in 1-A on the first
playoff and East
Liverpool's Jason Dickey
won the 4-A crown on the
second playoff hole.

The 3-A title was won
by St. Clairsville's fresh-
man Zach Keylor who’s got
the game to become 2
household name in the
Ohio Valley golf circles for
quite & few years to come.

Like his head coach
Rick Oberdick pointed out,
the unflappable ninth-grad-
er plays well beyond his
years. He scorched the

Jones Course at Speidel to a

tune of 75 after making the
turn at two under par.
Barnesville
Bailey Warfield added the
OVAC 2-A medalist plague
1o the 3-A one he captured

senior:

a season ago. Warfield shot
an even par round of 71 on
the Crispin Course, includ-
ing a two under 33 on the
backside of the caurse,
Both * Keylor and
Warfield play countless

OVAC golf tourneys prt

events during the summer -

as members of the presti-
gious Top-Flite Tour,
which travels around the
state of West Virginia basi-
cally all summer playing
events.

1t was also refreshing to
see several girls playing
with the boys. While girls
golf isn't an individual
sport within the OVAC,
many teams have players
and they are allowed to
compete with the boys and
some showed  they
belonged.

Linsly’s second-player .

in the OVAC was Mary
Crisafia played in the
group, which included
Warfield, so 1 got to watch
her play quite a bit as I
tracked their rounds. She
wasn’t the longest of the
group, but she probably
played the most consistent-

*1y and seemingly hit fair-

wayafter fairway.

Harrison Central’s Juli
Hirauk is one of the area’s
premier females players.
She won the girls’ sectional
last year and was the sec-
ond scorer for the runner-
up ‘Huskies in this past
week's tournament. She’s
another who hits it consis-
tently and doesn’t put her-
self into too much trouble.

During the months of

writing this column, I've
had the opportunity to talk
to several area golf profes-
sionals and the consenus is
they would like to sece more
women get involved with
the game. Judging by the
amount of girls playing this
past week, those numbers
could be on the way.
I must commend the staff at
Oglebay Park for having
the courses in top-notch
shape. They were challeng-
ing, but fair and that’s
exactly what you'd expect
for a championship event.

I also want to thank the
tournament directors of the
events- 1 covered — Mel

Pesuit (3-A), Bob Cain (2-
A) and Mark Zavatsky (1-A)
for their hospitality and help
during the tournaments.
BEL-ROE
TOURNAMENT

Sticking with the prep
theme, the regular season
concludes this week and
that means the annual Bel-
Roe Golf Tournament at
Crooked Creek.

The event will be held
Friday, starting at 9 a.m.,
and will feature 10 teams
vying in the 30th annu¢
tournament.

Slated to take part 7
Beallsville, St. Clairsv
Martins Ferry, R’
Barnesville, St
Buckeye Trail,

Local, Shadysid
Magnolia.

When the tor
began in 1980 if
the Ohio Ve
League - anc
Barnesville,

Martins Fer
Clairsville 7

Howen
entered
Local ir
entered
Cenir
Bell
197
en’

w
t
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‘Continued from Page B1

had three players finish their 18-hole rounds in the 70s oﬁ

the par 71 layout.

_ Despite the team title and Andrew Goblek and

Pitchok earning all-OVAC for their rounds of 70 /:;‘clir%v
respectively, it was a bit bittersweet for the Dons. James
McFadden recorded a solid 7-over 78 and rounding out
the scoring for the Blue Dons was a round of 80 courtesy

of Patrick McCune.

Goblek’s round was equaled by Toronto senior Nol

- a an

Wilson, meaning a sudden-death playoff was in order.
‘Wﬂh the team scores tallied and decided, Gobiek and

Wilson — who had four-putted the opening hole of the

tournament during the morning -
three 10th tee with a gallery following.

headed for the par

“I really wasn’t nervous because I've been in probabl
three p}axoffs already during summer toumamenpt;?’ sai)d(
Wilson. “I have kind of gotten used to it. It helped me
ha\w% the lh;::gor {o put some pressure.”

ilson had the honor on the tee, pulled out ei ht iron
and deposited a beautiful shot just 12 feet short ofgthe pin.
Goblek, meanwhile, used 6-iron and hit his shot under-a

tree right of the green,

However, Goblek, seemingly unphascd executed a -
weve » Seem ' a
beautiful pitch shot within eight feet of the hole, meaning
Wt}son had a putt for the championship.

_ “That was a heck of a chip shot he hit, and I was hop-
ing to at least get it to a tap in if I didn’t make it,” Wilson

said, *

He left his birdie puft & foot short of the cup and th
door to force an additional hole was apen 1’"orIJ GobleI:
However, his weil-struck putt lipped out, giving Wilson

~ his first OVAC medalist henor.

The remainder of the all-OVAC team was compri
ed
! of: Rosecrans’ Austin Lang who shot evcgn’?l'
Beallsville's Daniel Blair who posted a solid 75. '

Back-nine rally
Madonna to 1-A title

» Toronto’s Wilson needs i '
to’ playoff to win meda
By SETH STASKEY =t

lifts

.OVAC Golf .

OVAC GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP
Clasa 1-A

Team Scares - Walrton Madonna, 303;
Zenasville Roascrans, 308; Taronts, 323;
Morgantown Tﬂng. 315; Beallsville, 348,
Connotion Yalkay, 331; Donahus, 377;
SLMR{,: 419; Paden City,

AR-OV.

1, Nolan Wilsen éTOH), 70% 2. Andraw
Goblack (W), 70; 3. Austin Lang (ZR), 71; 4,
Austin Plichak {WM), 75; 5. Danlel Blair
(rdv:mf' o

Scoeing
WEIRTON MADONNA — Andrew Gobleck,

i :
- T-L Pholo/SETH STASKEY
BEALLSVILLE’S Daniel Blair follows
through on his tee shot on the 11th hole
at Oglebay Park’s Crispin Course. Blair
finished as all-OVAC in Class 1-A.

Times Leader Sports Editor

The nerves surrounding the
inaugural Ohio Valley Athletic
Championship of the 2009-10
school year were so great that
Madonna golf coach T.J.
Brancazio could hardly
sleep Monday evening,

There were no need /o3,
for the nerves because
his Blue Don golfers
were up to the task
Tuesday afternoon at
Oglebay Park’s Crispin
Course in Wheeling. .

Trailing by no fewer than five
strokes at the turn, the Blue Don
players turned it up a notch on
the back nine en route to posting
8 team score of 303, which was
five shots better than two-time
defending champion Zanesville
Rosecrans.

“l am ecstatic,” Brancazio
Sﬁld sl}ortlg; after receiving the
championship trophy. “Our kids . ; Sam Austen, 77,
just played awesome on the Dingen, | T B s, 7 T
bzu:'{_:i1 Bl Tonou'rs? G@Nolan_ \ﬁu% 70; Ogés

e u Sutherin, 84; Clarmin, 84;
coreenion mf ]l_;)eons posted a MORGANTOYN TRINITY — Jarike Walks, 80;
mber on the inward Tyler Seitz, B2; Pairick Thomes, 63; Travis
nine ﬁo hhold off the Bishops Hane0n JLLE — Daniel Blalr, 76; Andrew
who had three players  Erowe, 60, Jacoh
Ermrick, 89; Brewor, B0; Jacob 81
uEder 40 on the front, counmg‘ﬁmv - Tab Ym 82;

We let them know as Taylor Barg, 89; Andy Coaper, 89: Nick
they were going where BISHOP DONAHUE — Mat Saseen, 81;
we were tt;am wise, but Andy McCombs, 86; R, Clegt 106; Yiey
we want them to take it ' kakows
> S asigcut by shot,” Brancazio ngiuJDI:.N1ES:L achlza Sﬂiﬂkma"‘-d"ggf %;

. 12
Before attention shifted full PADEN GITY - Zadh Ve, O Ethan
y- : i, 112;

o the postseason, the Blue Dont gaunlnlhgnﬂ. Doug Shapherd, 112; Ethan
had some unfinished business as
they've been trailing Rosecrans
and Toronto for the past few sea-
50ns.

En route to the title, Madonna
Ses, 1-A, Page B4

70; Austin Pitchok, 75; James McFadden, 76;
Pelrick McGune, B0
ZANESVILLE ROSECRANS — Austin Lang,




‘Goblek Leads

Toronto’s Wilson wins
sudden-death playoff

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING — The nerves surround-
ing the inavgural Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference championship of the 2009-
10 school year were so great that Madon-
na golf coach T.J. Brancazio could hardly
sleep Monday night,

There was no need for the nerves
because his Blue Dons golfers were ug to
the task Tuesday afternoon at Qglebay
Park’s Crispin Course,

Trailing i" five strokes at the turn, the
Blue Dons piayers turned it up a notch on
the back nine en route to posting a team
score of 303, which was five shots better
than two-time defending champion
Zanesville Rosecrans. )

“l am ecstatic,” Brancazio said shortly
afler receiving the championship trophy.
“Our kids just played awesome on the
back.”

The Blue Dons posted a career-low
number on the inward nine to hold off the
Bishops who had three players under 40
on the front. .

“We let them know as they were going

T
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Toronto's Nolan wilson earned
medalist honors on Tuesday.

where we were team-wise, but we want
them to take it shot by shot,” Brancazio
said. “We never want them to give up
and now we're turning our attention to
becoming the first team from Madonna to
ever make the state (tournament).”
Before attention shifted fully to the
postseason, the Blue Dons had some
unfinished business as they've been trail-
ing Rosecrans and Toronto for the past

Blue Dons

few seasons. .
+ “This was definitely one of our goals,
Brancazio said.

En route to the title, Madonna had
three players finish their 18-hole rounds
in the 70s on the par-71 layout.

Despite the team title and Andrew
Gaoblek and Andrew Pitchok earning all-
OVAC for their rounds of 70 and 75,
respectively, it was a bit bittersweet for
the Dons. James McFadden recorded a
solid 7-over-par 78 and rounding out the
scoring for the Blue Dons was a round of
80 courtesy of Patrick McCune,

“Winning the team championship was
awesome,” Goblek said. “This is some-
thing we’ve wanted all season and now
we're going try to make a run at the state
tournament. All of our gul);s played ’well
and came on strong on the back nine.”

Goblek’s round was equaled by Toron-
to senior Nolan Wilson, meaning a sud-
den-death playoff was in order. N

With the team scores tallied and decid-
ed, Goblek and Wilson, who had four-
putted the opening hole of the tourna-
ment during the morning, headed for the

Please See GOBLEK, Page 20

Park
as 4-

By RICK THORP
For The Times Leader

repeats
A champs

WHEELING - Wheeling Park repeated and captured its
sixth OVAC golf title of the decade Thursday by edging
Parkersburg South at the OVAC Class ,,AAAA
Championship at Speidel Golf Course’s

Robert Trent Jones layout at Oglebay.
The Ohio County Patriots finished
with a score of 318, while the Wood
‘County. Patriots shot 329. East #
Liverpool was third with 340,

Course,-

BUCKEYE LOCAL'S Aﬁ‘drg)%o ope piays
from the sand during the ass 4- ach I 52 .

- bay's Spelidel cross the OVAC off its list of goals for the senson,
Golf Tournament at Oglebay p S PR

Pholo/RICK THORP

Wilson in a two-hole

Strope plays after 18 holes. o ‘
fase 4. Wheeling Park coach Don Headley said his team can now

John Marshall was fourth (353), fol- & /
lowed by Zanesville (354), Brooke (358),
Steubenville (362), Indian Cr_eek (365),
Buckeye Local {(366) and Cambridge {393). )

The Potters” Jason Dickey earned medalist hopors after
ousting teammate John Auer and Wheeling Park’s Shayne
, sudden-death playoff. All three shot 75

. Park

Continued from Page B1

**This js goal No. i,
said Headley, who also
guided Park to the title last
season in his first as coach.
‘‘The whole season you
think about the OVAC.,

*‘But this is just one
piece of the puzzle. The
regional is next, and then if
we win that or finish sec-
ond, it’s on to state.*”

The regional tournament
is slated for Sept. 28 at
Moundsville Country Club,
and the state tournament is
Oct. 6-7 back at Speldel.

Marshail Hone, who was
the Class AAA medalist at
Inst fall’s state tournament,
fired an 80 on Thursday.
But it was Park’s No. 3
golfer — Eli Lambie -
that helped separate the two
groups of Patriots in team
scoring,

Lambie shot a 79, while -

South’s Anthony Cornell
had an 88.

‘““He’s our No. 3 man ...
and a solid No. 3 man,’"
Headley said. **He has been
a clutch guy all season. We
can count on him and be
dependent on him to shoot
that number and his play
made the difference.
‘Without him shooting that
steady number we Strug-
gle.ll .

Nathan Clingenpeel
carded an 84 to round out

Park's scorin%. The
Patriots® fifth player.
Jacob Carpenter ~ shot an
87. '

Headley, who aiso
served as tournament direc-
tor, said ‘the victory was a
team accomplishment from
the coaches and players ali
the way down to the teach-
ers and administrators at
Wheeling Park High School
who have helped the
Patriots compete in many
18-hole events this season,

*“The No. 1 and,2 puys
set the pace, and the 3, 4
and 5 guys win tourna-
ments for you,™ Headley
sald “*Everyone on this
team knows how important
it is to help each other. And
that’s what happened
(Thursday).”

Wilson, Dickey and
Auer were among the first
golfers to finish their
rounds. And as the day
wore on, it was apparent
they would be playing an
extra hole or two.

After a long break, the
trio headed to the par-4
10th for the first playoff
hole,

Dickey's and Auer's
first shots landed in the
fuirway, with Wilson’s on
the fringe. Auer and Dickey
both landed their second
shots about 8§ feet from the

pin. Wilson’s second shot
went back farther, but
stopped on the fringe of the
green. -

Auer and Dickey both
converted their birdie
attempts, while Wilson's
stopped about 3 feet short
of the hole, thus eliminating
him.

‘I was pretty happy
with how I played,”” said
Wilson, who also had a 75
in last season’s OVAC
Tournament. **The course
played preity tough, but
Jason and 1 (ihe two were
included in a foursome all
day) had a good battle and
it was fun.”

Wilson neglected to
mention he wasn’t feeling
well, which is par for the
course for him, according
o Headley. . |

‘‘Shayne's been steady
all senson,” Headley saiid.
**He's always been’in the
mid to low 70s.

“He’s a strong and
tough-minded kid who
muscles the ball around the
course,

‘‘He was down on his
power (Thursday) as he had
8 sore throat and wasn't
feeling well. I wasn't sure
he'd be here. But that's the
kind of kid he is ... tough,
gritty and he sets the pace
forus’' ¢

" With Wilson out of the
mix, the Potters teammates,
along with a small gallery
moved to the par-3 | 1th
hole.

Dickey’s tee shot lnnded
on the right side of the
green, while Auer's first

. offering sank Into a bunker

right off the green. Auer's
second shot went out of the
sand and flew across the

.green; landing on a hill.

This all but eliminated him
and Dickey went on 1o two-
putt to seal the victory,

It was the first career
playoff victory for the jun-
ior,

““The biggest thing for
me wus when I made that
birdie putt on that first

‘playoff hole,”” Dickey said,

who was teammed with
Wilson, Parkersburg
South’s Austin Root and
Buckeye Local’s Andrew
Strope.

A*We all hit the ball
greal,”" Dickey said of the
foursome. *“If we had made
some putts, one of us prob-
ably would've went,under
par.”” '

Dickey, Wilson and
Auer were joined on the all-
conference team by Root
and Parkersburg South’s
Jorden Mclntyre,

-

T—
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- Prep FooTBALL STATS

Staff Writer Josh Strope unveils the first list
of comprehensiva statistics for the 2009
season/20

oV,

Wheeli

Wheeling Central’s Ga

Photo by Seth Staskey

rrett Labrossa rips off a

drive during action of Thursday's OVAC Cham-
plonships at Oglebay Park. .

Behind a 78 from Livingston,
Central reclaims its crown

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer
WHEELING -  Whesl-
ing Central last captured
the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference Golf Cham-
pionship in 2007 as a
member of the Class

AAA ranks.

The Knights, however,
dropped to AA a season
ago and finished near the
bottom of the team rank-
ings after graduation had
claimed the majority of
their roster,

The Maroon Knights
made up for lost time
Thursday, reclaiming
their glory thanks to an
unexpected round of 78
from Shane Livingston,
who’s slatted into the
Na. 3 spot of the Central
roster, during the OVAC
Championship held at
the Crispin Golf Course
at Ogiebay Park,

*“This is a big change

.for us from last year,”
Central coach Ed Stein
-5aid. “*We were rebuild-
&1}; last year and maybe
‘Wheeling Central is

reloading after all.””
Many had looked at
the scoreboard and
began  proclaiming
Steubenville Catholic the
champion, but as tourna-
ment officials were writ-
ing in the hole-by-hole
scores of Livingston,
who was & member of
the last group to come
back to the clubhouse, it
turned out to be a 43 on
the front and an even-par
round of 35 on the back
mine,
_ Included in Liv-
ingston's round was the

lone eagle of the tourna- -

ment, which he posted
on the 240-yard, par-4
16th.

““That was pretty
much a career round for
Shane,”’ Stein said. *‘I
am happy with how all
of our kids just kind of
grinded it out. Some of
the guys started poorly,
but they didn't give up
on the round and fin-
ished really strong."’
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Garrett Labrosse finished
with a 79, which was a shot
off of earning all-OVAC.
The Knights” normal No. 1
player, Dan Scott, checked
in with an 81, and roundin
out the scoring was a roun
of 82 from e Selak,
**The course was dry and
hard,'’ Stein said. *'The
reens rolled really nice,
gut the ball was bouncing
all over the place in the

foirway, so the difficulty of
-the course then so many

evenly matched teams
‘makes it an even bigger
accomplishment.”
Barnesville, which-was
one of the pre-tournament.
favarites, received another
steady, grind-it-out round
from senior standout Bai-
ley Warfield who earned
his second consecutive

" OVAC medalist plaque,

but his first in AA after
the Shamrocks dropped
down. )
**I-couldn’t get the
greens down very well on
the front nine, and I put
-myself in a lot of trouble,”
arfield, said. *‘I was able
to iut it together on the
back nine. I knew there was
pressure on me because I
wanted to win, but my put-

" ting came back to me and I

was able to make some
birdies.”’ ‘

The senior, who plays
countless tournaments dur-
ing the summer to prepare

for the g_re season, 'was
1

trading birdies for bogeys
on the front side of the card
and posted a 2-over-par 38,

However, on the back
nine, which is considerably
shorter and easier to score

on, Warfield posted a 2-

under 33 for the even-par
round.

“This is a big
change for us
from last year.

We were
rebuilding Jast
year and maybe
- Wheeling .
Central is
reloading after
all.”

" Ed Stein

*“I left a lot of shots on
the course,”” Warfield con-
tinued. ‘T could have prob-
ably gone in the. mid-60s,
but I am happy with my

score because it was good.

enough to cotrie out on top.
{It) wasn’t my best round,
but I came out and played
pretty well,”’

- Steubenville Catholic,
which finished two shots
off the pace, had two mem-
bers of the all-OVAC
squad. Mike McDonald and
Anthony Augustine fin-
ished in the three-way tie
for fifth with Livingston.

Defending champion
Fort Frye finished third
with 326, Zach Warren gﬂd
Bryan Neader shot 74 and
77, respectively, to earn
all-OVAC status.

River's Zach Wax, who
had shot a 68 earlier in the
season at Crispin, ended his
round with three straight
birdies to salvage a 1-over
72 and runner-up medalist
honors, _




