INSIDE

Counsel / B8
Comics /B9 -

SECTION

Monday,

January 28, 2008

CLASS A

NO.1ST IORNCENTRAL

BONDAY, T30 Pyt

__toavauey |

CHAMPIONSHIP
SATURDAY, 10:00 AM
AT QUE

CLASS AR

A NTIRBVLLECE

WINDAY, T-MIPH

X0 4 FROKTER

CHAMPERSHR
EATURDAY. 1907
AT QU2

5 1 L CERe

CHOAL TR P

20 I UEREvE TRAL

OVAC R —

opens this evening

* St. John, Beallsville, Monroe, Férry all hosting semifinal games

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

There’s been girls basketball being
played in the Ohio Valley for quite
sometime.

However, when teams take to the
court tonight, there will be new ground
broken.

The inasgural OVAC Wheeling
Hospital Girls Basketball Tournament

" kicks off this evening around the confer-

ence with championship semifinal
matchups as well as the first set of pool
consolation games,

The championship semifinalists were
bracketed based on their place in the
final OVAC standings of the season with
the top two seeds hosting tonight’s
games.

The remainder of the teams were
assigned to games arbitrailary by the

OVAC Committee. The winners of the
semifinal games will next see action
Saturday at Ohio University Eastern in
the OVAC Championship Game. The
losers of the semifinals are scheduled to
play consolation games on Wednesday at
the higher seeds’ courts and the

came in its first game of 2008 at the
hands of third-seeded Beallsville.

The Lady Irish are the defending
Class A champions and all told own 13
conference banners in girls’ hoops.

“We are excited about the new
OVAC Tournament,” said Lady

remainder of the pool games are g Irish head coach Bubba Kapral
slated for Thursday. ee who owns seven of those titles

The championship game | COMplete | on his resume. “The Final Foirr
schedule has been set at Class A | Pairings on | semp brings a new dimension to
(10 a.m.); Class 2-A (1 p.m.); Page B4 | conference basketball. We are
Class 3-A (4 p.m.) and Class 4- also happy to be top-seeded in

A (7 p.m.). There will be no
reserve games on the day of the champi-
onship, but all other games, including
tonight, are scheduled to have jayvee
tilts.

In Class 1-A, St. John Central is the
top seed. The athletic Lady Irish come
into the tournament with a strong 16-1
mark. The lone setback for the Green

Class A as it brings us an oppor-
tunity to piay a school that we have
never competed against.”

That school Kapral is talking about is

Valley, which qualified as the fourth

seed. The Lumberjills are currently 9-35
on the season.

See, OVAC, Page B2
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“Valley has had a nice sea-
son, and 1 expect them to be a
worthy foe in the Greenhouse
tonight,” Kapral continued.

The other semifinal game is
slated for Monroe County. The
aforementioned Lady Blue
Devils of Beallsville High
School  will welcome
. Bridgeport for the second time
in a week and meet them for
the third time of the season.

* think the tournament is a
good thing, and it’s something
we've needed for a while,”
said Beallsville head coach
Terry Jarrett who owns three
of the four OVAC girls’ hoop
titles that hang in the Biue
Devils’ gymnasinm. “This is
going to give the girls an early
taste of the tournament atmos-
phere and you know you have
to go out and play well.”

As for playing the Lady
Bultdogs who come in with a
10-8 mark for the third time,
Jarrett knows all about the
cliche that accompanies that
situation.

“We’ve heard the saying
that-it’s tough to beat a team
three times,” Jarrett said,
“Bridgeport played us tough
both times we’ve played, and
they do some things really
well. We’ll have to go out
ready for whatever they might
throw at us.”

In Class 2-A, Steubenville
Central earned the top seed
thanks to a 13-4 regular season
under the direction of head
coach Kevin Barr.

The L.ady Crusaders —
who boast six OVAC titles
already ~ will open the quest
for number seven this evening
against fourth-seeded Frontier,
which qualified with a 13-4
mark. -

Two of the area’s premier
small-school players will be
involved tonight with SCC’s
Ginny Petties going up against
Frontier's Mallory Hoff.

In the other semifinal, red-
hot Monroe Central earned the
second seed and will meet
third-seeded and fellow PVC

entrant Buckeye Trail.

The Lady Seminoles swept
the Lady Warriors during the
regular season. Monroe Central
(15-3) has never won an
OVAC title in girls’ hoops.
Buckeye Trail (13-5) owns
two, including last year’s 2-A
title.

In Class 3-A, another red-
hot team resides as Martins
Ferry — winners of nine in a
row — earned the top seed and
will host Buckeye 8 rival St.
Clairsville this evening.

The Lady Riders are 14-4
on the season and have already
wrapped up their first-ever
Buckeye 8 title. They are now
seeking their fifth OVAC hoop
crown. They last won the con-
ference in 2002,

“We’ve been playing well,”
said Ferry head coach Dave
Reasbeck. “What we’ve done
up until this point means noth-
ing (Monday). We just have fo
keep our level of play where
it’s been the past couple of
weeks.”

This marks the third time
the Lady Red Devils and Lady
Riders have met this wiater.
Martins Ferry was a decisive
winner in the first meeting, but
had to scratch and claw out a
victory at the Tolbert
Gymnasium a few weeks ago.

“We're looking forward to
the tournament,” said St. C.

head coach Mickey Blatnik.

“We got handled pretty good
against Ferry the first time, but
played them a lot tougher the
second time. We know they’ve
been playing well, but we're
excited about the chance to go
down there and play them
again.”

St. Clairsville is the owner
of five OVAC titles and have
won two of the past three
crowns in Class 3-A.

The other semifinal finds
third-seeded Barnesville (10-

_7) making the trip to Wheeling

to meet the Lady Marcon
Knights who own a 12-3 mark.

The Lady Shamrocks didn’t ty

even know if they’d make it

going into the final week
before the cut-off, but a flurry
of victories and some outside
help lifted Coach Jamie
Carpenter’s outfit to the third
seed.

“I think having the {ourna-
ment is a great idea,”
Carpenter explained.
“Everyone plays a different
schedule, so this way you get
to determine the true champi-
U]],“

Barnesville and Wheeling
Central don’t meet in too many
sports too often, so making the
trip to Central is something
different for the Lady
Shamrocks.

“I haven’'t seen Wheeling
Central, but I've talked to
some people who have and we
know they can shoot it,”
Carpenter explained. “We just
have to play our game offen-
sively. We’ll have to rebound
and defend well. Our kids are
excited about this opportuni-

"

pocketed the top seed thanks th
a brilliant reguiar season and a
mark of 15-3. The Lady
Redskins reward is a date with
Brooke, which is currently 8-8
on the season.

The other big-school semifi-
nal finds third-seeded Edison
making the trip south to Glen
Dale to meet second-seeded
John Marshall. The Lady
Wildcats finished 9-9 on the,
season, while the Lady
Monarchs are currently 10-6,
but they’ve lost two in a row.

Coach Stan Blankenship -
who won’t coach tonight due
to a suspension after he was
ejected from a loss to Martins
Ferry some nine days ago -
owns nine OVAC titles.
Brooke has won the conference
pennant six times, while
Edison has just one title. Indian
Creek has yet to win the titie.

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.co
m
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POSING WITH the OVAC 3-A Champlonship Trophy that
will be presented to the winner following Saturday’s
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball Championship Game
at Ohlo University-Eastern are Martins Ferry head coach
Dave Reasbeck (left) and Barnesville head coach Jamie
Carpenter. ‘

Wheeling Hospital
OVAC Basketball
Championship didn’t
happen overnight

In less than 24 hours, we'll

From the know who the Ohio Valley

Athletic Conference girls’ bas-
Press Box ketball champions are for the
2007-08 season. :
And all of the decisicns will
I bc made right where they
; g should be...on the court. -
. There are no point systems
A By or talk of schedules. It’s alj
| Seth about who shows vp Saturday
Staskaey at Ohio University Eastern’s
4 Times Leader . Health and Physical Education
‘| Sports Editor  Center to determine who will
pocket the hardware and ban-
ner as the inaugural winners of
the Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Basketball Championship.

‘While it may have taken a while to get to this point where it’s
decided on the court, one thing’s for certain it's definitely the
way to do it.

The idea came across OVAC Executive | WANT MORE?
Secretary Tom Rataiczak’s desk shortly
after the membership of the conference shol | Seg the special
down the idea of mandatory scheduling in |gy plement
the sport of football. inside today's.

Even though it didn’t work for one major | adition with ¥ull
sport, Rataiczak and company went back to | previews on all
the drawing board and began thinking about | four title game.
a basketball tournament.

“This idea goes clear back to the time
when teams were getting beat out for the OVAC Championship
by fractions of points,” Rataiczak said during a phone conversa-
tion, “The frustration level was there because you had teams
winning who might not have played other teams and we always
had that issue in basketball more than other sports.”

So,.Rataiczak enlisted the help of area basketbal} coaches and
polled them on their thoughts on whether or not they would be
interested in doing this and once it was met with a resounding
accepiance, he took the idea and results of what the coaches had
to say to the athletic directors.

“We gave (the athletic directors) an idea of what the schedule
would look like and told them about it and they approved the
idea,” Rataiczak snid. “We had the basic concept worked out
before we went to the athletic directors.”

After that the proposal was mailed to every boys and girls
coach ns well as the athletic director and allowed them to offer

See, OVAC, Page C2
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will be Presented to the v;?nggslr%pﬂgnship Trophy that

DISPLAYING THE ovac 1
wing Saturday’s

Our Opinion

Cheers & Jeers

JEERS to the 18 students arrested s §
Cloveiy e ested as a result of a classroom fight in
nowieds. 0o bad they don't direct their energies toward acquiring

& CHEERS to those who cheer i
hos cl — at the Ohie V ic
t(iionferem:e_ Cheenng Competition — and those who wo?kl ]'ftylhﬁ;“:ileuuc
n? e;\f;m with a specjal cheer to the St. Clairsviile Red Devils and Hleam
¢ Monroe Central Seminoles for winning first-place titles,

CHEERS to DNA evidenc

e as ings i
helis Ly comvit ion ity o recent happenmge. have proven it

le exonerate the innocent.

CHEERS (o0 Library Lovers’ Month
focuses on a facitity of untold valuelT ng
E%a:g books, but ig& good to remember {
‘blessings upon Cadmus, th ici
Invented books,” ¢ Phocnic

ing observed in February as it
ay’s libraries have much more
he words of Thomas Carlyle:
ans. or whoever it was that

CHEERS o the Martins Fe i
C Iy School Bus d s ;
£0es out of her way to keep traffic flowing nic;Iy E:E{J#SB.‘ ;gé)bc\:ggdn

morning by safely pulli S ad ; i
hormng alji thanl{;f’:u.mg off the side of the road and letting traftic pass

é’ " CHEERS to Rick DeLuca and Tom R

I putting together t othe
to Wheﬁiig gether the OVAC basketbal

ataiczak and their commitice

: IC' . b q + .
ng Hospital for its sponsorship of thzdgglrlotl.“hlm Cheers also
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PICTURED IS the committee for the Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball Cha
Rick Deluca, Ron Smyth (Edison girls), Nikki Cain
(Paden City boys) and Mark Masloski (Steubenville
glris), Chris Pack (Barnesville boys), OVAC Executive

boys).

Absent was Donnie Madzia (Harrison Central/OUE Men).

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

mplonship. Sitting, from left, are director
(former Magnolia girls coach), Rick Isaly (River girls), Fred King
Back row, from left, are Ron White, Bubba Kapral (St. John
Secretary Tom Rataiczak and George Vargo (Weirton Madonna).
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up any suggesstions and after a couple
rounds of exchanging of ideas an official
ballot was mailed to the principals asking
for formal approval,

“Every school got to vote,” Rataiczak
said. “We told the schools ahead of time
that a ballot that wasn™t returned would be
counted as a ‘yes’ vote.”

Well after the ballots were counted, the
idea had passed and it was official, the
OVAC would crown its champions
through a tournament style for hoops
much like it does in the sports of baseball
and softball.

While the tournament was in place,
there was stili much to do before getting
to the point, the OVAC will be come
Saturday morning at 10 a.m. when St.
John Central and Beallsville meet for the
1-A title,

“We wanted to make sure we worked
all of the bugs out before we started this,”
Rataiczak confirmed. “We could have
probably done it in 2007, but it would
have been tough.”

Selecting a venue for the games was
also a big decision. The main choices in
the immediate area are WesBanco Arena
in Wheeling, the McDonough Center at
Wheeling Jesuit and the Health and
Physical Education Center at Ohio
University-Eastern,

“We looked at all of the choices,”
Rataiczak said. “The biggest problem was
the fact that the dates for this could
change yearly because of when the Ohio
sectionals fall. OUE was nble to guarantee
us the dates we needed each year and
were willing to arrange their schedule
based on us.”

Now that the measure had passed. the
venue was set and it was time (o get down
lo the nity-grity of planning out the finer
details of the event and all that goes into
an undertaking of this size, Rataiczak
needed to find a director.

“[t hit me right now that Rick DeLuca
would be the perfect guy to chair this
thing,” Rataiczak said. “He does all of the
football, volleyball, basketball and base-
ball standings, so who would know the
ratings better than him. He's done a
tremendous job of getting things ready for
this and taking care of small details that
might slip our minds and he works really
well with the committee.”

Now with a director in place. an event
of this magnitude certainly wasn't going
to be pulled off by jusi DeLuca and
Rataiczak. So, they sent letters to every
boys and girls coach in the conference,
inviting them to be on the committee.

The group that’s been together for the
durittion includes: Chris Pack (Barnesville
buys). George Vargo (Madonna boys)

—— -

Fred King (Paden City boys). Donnie
Madzia (Harrison Central/OUE men),
Mark Masloski (Steubenbille boys), Rick
Isaly (River girls), Nikki Cain (former
coach of Magnolia girls). Bubba Kapral
(5t. John girls) and Ron Smyth (Edison
girls),

“I can’t say enough about the work of
this committee,” Rataiczak said. “This
group is so willing to listen to each other
and works so well together. They have
exchanged ideas, modified ideas to make
this come to frution. Very rarely had
someone demanded that their school get
this or boys and girls pet this.”

So this committee — spearheaded by
DeLuca ~ went to work for the better
part of the past two years making
Saturday and next week’s boys tourna-
ment a reality for hoop junkies in the area.

Everything — outside of editing the
actual ruie book - was determined by the
committee. Whether or not it was & matter
of how 1o schedule games for the teams
who don’t make the tournament or how
the advance tickets would be handled to
who would work the pass pate and how
the money would be divided up amongst
the participating schools.

“I am impressed with the integrity of
this committee,” Rataiczak said. “You
have a tough time picking out the girls
and boys coaches if you didn't know
them. 1t's been just amazing to watch how
well the committee has worked with Rick
and Rick with the commitiee.”

The committee has worked diligently

for the -past two-plus years to make sure
that Saturday and next week goes off
without a hitch, but they won't be alone
Saturday when it comes to running the
show at QUE,
The number of volunteers and workers
that will arrive to help in anyway possible
from taking tickets to monitoring the hos-
pilality room to working the scorer's table
are as important (o the success of the
event as anything,

“We had very little trouble in finding
people who wanted to be involved and
help out anyway they could,” Rataiczak
said. “If we were asking them for two
Saturdays in the summer or around
Christmas it might have been different,
We're hoping we can build a {oyalty base
of workers and have them come back each
year like the wrestling tournament does."

Keep in mind when you are in the
building whether it be Saturday or next
week for the boys' finals, that this is the
first tournament. While DelLuca,
Rataiczak and the committee are confident
knowing they have vet to leave a stone
unturned in the planning of this. there
could stitl be bugs in the system.

However, it's safe 1o say that when the
commiltec reconvenes, everything wilt be
broke down and looked at for 2009 and
this product will get only better and better,

“S0 many good things can come out of
this.” Rataiczak said. “There are always
gaing (o be some inconveniences for the
schools, but 1o paraphrase a local baskel-
ball coach, ‘it’s not I or me, but us and
we.” We have to look at what's good for
all 46 schools. We also look at what's
good for basketball in the valley and this
isit”

Here's hoping everyone comes out
Saturday and checks out exciting girls®
basketball action. 1t's going to be a great
event with some great action. There's
been too much time poured inta it for to
be anything short of 4 huge success.

OVAC NOTES

* FANS ARE being reminded that tick-
ets at the gate will cost $6 and the gym
will be cleared between sessions, meaning
it will take four tickets to watch abi four
pames,

* THERE will also be a $2 charge for
parking and all fans are being encouraged
to take exit 213 off I-70 onto State Rt,
331 to the OUE campus. Parking is some-
what limited. but fans having to park in
the Shannon Hall lot are also reminded
thal a shuttle compliments of Whiteside's
will be running continuously throughout
the dat.

* THE SCHEDULE for the games is as
follows Saturday. 10 a.m. — [-A (St
John vs. Beallsville); 1 p.m. - 2-A
{Steubenville Catholic vs. Monroe
Central): 4 p.m. - 3-A (Martins Ferry
vs. Barnesville); 7 p.m. — 4-A (Indian
Creek vs, John Marshall).

* THE BOYS finals are stated for Feb,
9 und will use the same tme schedule as
above. However, before plans can be
made for next week, the boys brackets
have to be set. Tonight is the cut-off for
the OVAC standings for boys to deter-
mine the top four in each class. The brack-
ets for the boys' tournament will be set
Sunday morning,

* THE TIMES LEADER wil! obvious-
ly be on hand for all eight championship
games in the Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Basketball Championship. If you can’t
atlend the games live, but would like to
foliow the action, this writer will be blog-
ging between the games. Complete pho-
tography and coverage of both weekends
will be included in Sunday’s editions.
Also, inside of taday's edition you'll find
a 16-page tab devoted to the girls’ finals
and a similar version will be printed next
wecek for the boys.

Staskey  can be  reached at
sstaskey@timesleaderontine com



Inaugural OVAC Hoop 1 ourney draW|g closer

» Girls finals slated for Feb. 2; Boys to play
on Feb. 9 at Ohio University- Eastern

By JIM ELLIOTT
For The Times Leader

Rick DeLuca is someone who
believes championships should be
decided on the field.

A longtime contributor
to the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference,
DeLuca says ratings
champions are rarely
worth the paper on
which they are print-
ed.

So when the con-
ference decided using
basketball standings
and computer points to
determine a champion was a
somewhat flawed method and want-
ed to move toward a playoff format,
Del.uca jumped at the chance to
preside over the festivities.

After two years of implementa-
tion, the Inaugural Wheeling
Hospital/OVAC Boys' and Girls’
Basketball Championships are less
than three weeks away, with

DeLuca reporting all of the
details are in place after a
lot of hard work was
done by a lot of bard-

working people.

ready to go,’
Deluca said during

Wheeling Hospital on
Thursday. “*All we need

now is a couple of ball teams
to come in and play.”

The pairings for this aggressive }

undertaking will be set Friday, Jan.
Ses, OVAC, Page B2

“We re to the _

an afternoon news EEEENS
conference at [

PREPARING FCR the
upcoming OVAC
Basketball Tournament
were these committee
members and sponsors.
From left are director
Rick Del.uca, OVAC

d President Dianna

Vargo, Dr. Angelo
Georges of chief spon-
sor Wheeling Hospital
and OVAC Executive
Secretary Tom
Rataiczak. Additional
images may-be found at
cu.timesleaderoniine.co
m

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY




Phato by Scatt Mc.(.Slnskeyi
. Bellaire St, John's Kylie Kidder prepares to shoot during

her team’s game against Valley on Monday.
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2 iels and Sunday, wore clear view of how the
%gb:f%rfgﬁhg:lgcays. d event will take shape,
The finals will take place on ?amécmk ?1]:0 unveiled a logo
us of Ohio University for the eve _
g:st?rgl.pFor the girls, that date ‘‘“We are attempting ft)c;
is Saturday, Feb 2, and for the design separate identities e
boys, it's Saturday, Feb. 9. our all-star and Champmnsdlp
Times for those games -~ both meets that will serve as trade-
boys and girls .— are 10 am., marks of that event x:achfyehari
1 p.m., 4 p.m., and 7 p.m., Through the creation o t‘il
with Class A leading off, fol- logo, each event will be easi ﬁ
Jowing consecutively through lt:ecqgnnzed by our sponsor an
A. an. ) _
Cla‘s‘slpl;l:ﬁeve in a couple of A‘total of eight chalmpxé
years, this i5 going to be onc of opship games will be p Syek
ihe biggest things the confer- on  thoseé back-to- dacof
gnce sponsors," said Tom, Saturdays, with the proceeds

Rataiczak, executive secretary  the event divided 20 ways.

C. Sixieen of the shares .wxllhgo
o tgge%‘:{lz:g of sponsors, offi- taward the participating
cials from Wheeling Hospital schools, lwo will go to thei cton-
expressed a great dea! of satis-  ference, and two will go Into 3
faction in having their name contingency fund ;lowari-
attached to the event, future basketball ¢ ?mp
cWheeling Hospital is onships in the event 0 p(:)?r
proud to be the title sponsor of }venther or other uncontrollable
inaupural basketball cham-  forces. ‘
g!fm:?mp% and the officinl med-  Along with all of m% {:’Té
ical provider to the OVAC,’" this meSssage fr%m hE
said Ronald L. Violi, Wheeling President Dianna ar_go.Oh.c
Hospital chief executive offi- hope you land the emln:re,b io
cer. “Youth athletics is a key Valley enjoy OVAC February
building block for delveltopl?_% a %{dggzess.
itive mindset te last a ie-- :
Fi(r]rigl— physical, fitness, team- For the finals, the times“nr\ﬁ
work, dedication and more. spaced 3 hours apart to & t? !
«We're pleased to be able o time for the gym to be emp ef
contribute to the physical and and to ease the burden on tral-
mental development of so fic and parking. .._Ticket %ncf:es
many area boys and gitls.” for all games will be $6 for
in pddition to presenting a adults and $4 for children.

No More Paper

OVAC ready to crown its

hoops champs on court

Bé JIM ELLIOTT
Assistant Sports Editor
Rick DeLuca is someone who believes cham-
ionships should be decided on the field. A
ongtime contributor to the Ohio Valley Athlet-
ic Conference, Deluca says ratinﬁs champions
are rarely worth the paper on w
printed,

So when the conference decided using basket-
ball standings and computer points to_deter-
mine a champion was a somewhat flawed
method and wanted to move toward a playoff
format, DeLuca jumped at the chance to pre-
side over the festivities.

After two years of implementation, the Inau-
gural Wheeling Hospital/OVAC Boys’ and
Girls’ Basketball Championships are less than
three weeks away, with DeLuca reporting all of
the details are in place after a lot of hard work
was done by a lot of hard-working people.

*“We're 1o the point where we're ready to
go,"" Del.uca said during an afternoon news
conference at Wheeling Hospital on Thursday
afternoon. **All we need now is a couple of ball
teams to come in and play.”"

The pairings for this aggressive undertaking
will be set Friday, Jan. 25 for the girls and Sun-
da%i, Feb, 3 for the boys. .

he finals will take place on the campus of
Ohio University Eastern. For the girls, that date
is Saturday, Feb 2, and for the boys, it's Satur-
day, Feb. 9. Times for those games — both
boys and girls — are 10 am., 1 p.m., 4 p.m.,
and 7 p.m., with Class A leading off, following
consecutively through Class AAAA.
“T believe in a couple of years, this is going to
be one of the biggest things the conference

ich they are

Photo by Settr Staskey
OVAC Executive Director Tom Rataiczak
speaks Thursday afternoon at a news con-
ference at Wheeling Hospital.

sponsors,”’ said Tom Rataiczuk, executive
director of the OVAC.,

Speaking of sponsors, officials from Wheeling:
Hospital expressed a great deal of satisfaction
in having their name attached to the event.

““Wheeling Hospital is proud to be the title
sponsor of the inaugural basketball champi-
onships and the official medical provider to the
OVAC,” said Ronald L. Vieli, Wheeling Hos-
pital chief executive officer.

Please See PAPER, Page 18

Paper

(Continued from Page 17)
“*Youth athletics is a kKey
building block for developing
a positive mindset to last a
litetime — physical fitness,
teamwork. dedication and
more. We're pleased to be
able to contribule to the physi-
cal and mental development
of s0 many area boys and
girls.”

In addition to presenting a
more cleur view of how the
event will take shape.
Rataiczak also unveiled a logo
for the evenl.

“*We are attempting to
design separate identities for
our all-stur and championship
meets that will serve as trade-
marks of that event each yeir.
Through the creation of that
logo. each event will be easily
?:cognized by our sponsor and
an.”

A total of 16 championship
sames will be played on thase
back-to-back Saturdays. with
the proceeds of the event
divided 2{) ways,

Sixteen of the shares will go
toward the participating
schools, two will go to the
conference. and two will go
into a contingency fund
toward future basketbull
championships in the event of
poor weather or other uncon-
irollable forces.

Along with all of thal came

this message from OVAC
President Dianna Vargo:

**We hope you and lhe entire
Ohio Valley enjuoy OVAC
February Mudness,™

mmn
Notes

For the finals, the times are
spaced 3 hours apart to allow
time for the gym to be emp-
tied and to ease the burden on
traffic and parking. .. Ticket
prices for all games will be §6
for adults and $4 for children.

*Key datas for the inaugural Wheael-
ing Hospital/OVAC Boys' and Girls’
Baskatball Championships:

Jan. 24 -~ Cul-off date for girls (will
inctude games that night).

Jan. 25 — Basketball commillag
masting to determina girls’ palrings.
Jan. 28, 3t — Giis’ consolation poo

BHIES.
an, 28 — Qirls’ samilinals.
Jan., 30 — Girls’ third-place games.
Jan. 30 — Mandalory coach’s meet-
ing at 11 a.m, at QUE. Pre-sala tick-
ats informational packats will be dig-
iribuled.
Feb, 1 — Cut-oH date for boys (wil
inchude games that night).
Feb 2, — Girls playolt championship
linals {times are 10 a.m., 1 p.m,, 4
F.m., and 7 p.m., with Glass A iead-
ng ofl, lollowing conseculively
through Class AAAA).
Feb. 3 — Basketbsll commiltae
meating to datermine boys’ pairings.
Feb, 5. 8 — Boys' consolation pool
ames.
eh. 5 — Boys' semifinals.
Feb. 6 — Mandatory coach's meet-
ing at 11 a.m. at OUE. Pre-sale tick-
als informationdl packets will be dis-
\ributed.
Feb. A — Bays third-place gamas.
Feb. 8 — Boys playot champlonship
linals {same starting times and pro-
cedure as gids).




Barnesville's Erica Welch, left, gets a
hand on a shot attempt by Whesaling
Central's Val Palmer during their game
Monday at Wheeling.

Rocks
Put Away
Knights

Barnesville seals victory

at the free-throw line

By JIM ELLIOTT
W.Va. Sports Editor

Rarely has Wheeling Central coach Penn .
Kurtz watched the last four minutes of a bas-
" ketball game with o more defenseless feeling
than the one he had Monday night during
what proved to be a 59-40 Barnesville victo-
ry on the Maroon Knights' {loor, ‘

When these Shamrocks get a big lead, it’s
over.

Barnesville (11-6),
which shoots 72 per-
cent from the free-
throw line, made 26

# Barnesville
will face Mar-

tins Ferry in
of 33 free throws,
including 12 of 12 n  1n6 Class AAA
the fourth quarter on  finalat4 p.m.
its way to pulling off  on Salurday at
one of the first  OU Eastern

“*upsets”” in OVAC

girls’ basketball tour-

nament history. The Shamrocks came in as
the No. 3 seed; Wheeling Central was the
second seed,

*“It was impressive,”” Kurtz said of the
Shamrocks’ performance.

Chelsey Keylor was 6 for & from the free-
throw line — all in the fourth quarter —~ to
-help build upon one of the most astonishing
seasons at the free-throw line the Ohio Val-
ley has ever seen.

She’s missed only once this season in
more than 60 attempts,

When you're down 18, as Central was at
the 4-minute mark of the fourth quarter, and
Keylor’s hoiding the ball, your choices are
lirnited,

Nonexistent, really,

*We spend a lot of time on free-throw
shooting,”" Barnesville coach Jamie Carpen-
ter said. '

He said he has his players do drills
designed to fatigue them, then he sticks them
on the free-throw line to practice shooting
with wobbly legs. '

It looks to be a particularly good idea with
this Shamrocks team, as just one of their 47
shots was attempted by someone who did
not start the game, a second-quarter 3-point-
er by Mariah Miller that was wide of the
mark

Please See ROCKS, Page 14

Phaoto by Mike Hughes

OVAC Girls’ Basketball Tournament

Phota by Mike Hughes

John Marshall’s Alexis Brinkman (20) goes in far a layup as Edison’s Kaitlin Blaks (30),
and Adrian McEwen look on during their OVAC Class AAAA semifinal game Monday at

Glen Dale. View additional photos at cu.theintelligencer.nat.

JM Moves On

Balance key
for Monarchs
against Edison

By SHAWN RINE
Ohle Sports Editor

The sideline demeanor
and the end result were the
same. About the only things
different were the shirt and
tie.

Assistant Mark
McCormick, subbing for
suspended head coach Stan
Blankenship, picked up his
first career v ctory as the
John Marshall girls’ basket-
ball team held off Edison for
a 71-60 victory Mondaﬁ
night at John Marshall Hig
School, in an OVAC Tour-
nament Class AAAA semifi-

nal.

The second-seeded Mon-
archs (11-6) will face top
seed Indian Creek in the
inaugural conference cham-
Eionship game, which we be

eld at 7 p.m. Saturday on
the campus of Ohio Univer-
sity Eastern. Indian Creek
knocked off Brooke, 49-39.
John Marshall threatened
to blow this. one open on
several occasions, prompt-
ing Edison coach Ron
Smyth to call a timeout to
scold his team midway
through the third quarter.
The gist of the conversation
was the Wildeats could
either fight for an OVAC

Championship, or simply go -

get back on the bus.

““We made some mis-
tokes, but I've never been
prouder of a team’s effort,””’

m Join Marshall will play
Indian Greek in tha OVAC
Class AAAA final at 7
p.m. Saturday at OU
‘Eastern

Smyth said. **A ot of them
were unforced errors, but I
won't for a second question
the effort.”’

Trailing by double digits
in the fourth, Edison was
forced to foul.

Sometimes that %Bproach
— remember, the Wildcats
had no other choice -
works, while others it’s
futile.

The Monarchs cashed 11
of 13 in the fourth quarter,
and 23 of 30 for the game.

Please See JM, Page 14

Crusaders Hang On

Frontier’s comeback falis ¢
short in 68-58 defeat

I‘ B

AARON PETCHAL
: or The Intelligencer '

The Steubenville Central girls' basketball
team continues to make history.

ame, before Frontier
ought back to close

m Stoubenville

the gap aguinst  Catholic will

Catholic Central’s sec- - 'fapg Monrae

ond unit. By then, it Central at 1

was not too tittle too

late. p.m. Saturday
With the victory, the  at OU Eastern

Crusaders are now 14-

Monday night, the Crusaders added more
to what is an already historic season, as they
opened play in the inagural OVAC Class

CAA girls” basketball tournament against -
visiting Frontier with a 68-58 victory.

As a result, the Crusaders will play Mon-
roe Central, a 72-64 winner against Buck-
eye Trail in the other semifinal, in the tour-
nament finals at 1 p.m. Saturday at Ohia
University-Eastern, ‘

Steubenville Centtal led by as many as 19
points, 68-49, with 2:35 left to play in the

5 on the season.

The loss drops the
Cougars to 14-5 on the season, and Frontier
is scheduled to return to action Wednesday
niEPI: at Buckeye Truil.

e Warriors are 13-6 on the senson..

“We beat a very good team,” Catholic
Central coach Kevin Barr remarked.

“That is a team that split with Trail in the
season.

Please See CRUSADERS, Page 14




Crusaders

(Continued from Page 13)

. They beat Beallsville twice, and they beat
Monroe Central once. 1 think they have the
best inside game out of any team we have
played this year,

““We knew it was coming. We tried to do
everything we could about it. 1 thought we
stepped up at times. We broke down a lot of
times. They make you do that, They have a
pran that they are going to pound the ball
inside, and that is where they are going to go
with it. We knew it. We tried to do every-
thing we could to stop it. We gave them a lot
of different looks de ensively. We got a cou-
ple of steals, We also knew if we rebounded
we could shoot fayups, and thougit we did
that very well.”

Frontier coach Eric Rinard wasn't sure
where things went awry.

“1t wasn’t the way we wanted it (o 2O or
the way we planned, but they are a very good
basketball team,” he said, “T take my hat off
to them. They played a nice ballgame, and
they did what they looked and wanted to do.

“Offensively, we didn’t handle the ball as
well as 1 had hoped too, but we did get a lot
of inside plays, which T thought was nice. bt
like I said. give credit to them,”

Catholic Central earned the top seed in the
tournament by winning the program’s first
regular-scason OVAC title since 1984,

“We are real pumped up about that, but we
would be much happier with one where you
play for it and we have that opportunity,”
Barr said. “We are Jjust hoping now we go
out and represent our school and gel one and
bring it hack.”

Also, the Crusaders are in the midst of
their school-record, seventh-straight winning
season, The team also claimed the City
Championship for the first time in several
years by sweeping Big Red,

Also, junior Ginny Petties has become the
third player in program history to surpass the
1.000-point mark for her career. Petties, who

scored 4 game-high 22 points against the
Cougars, has scored 1,108 points in her
career,

“We knew she was a good hallplayer,”
Rinard said “We knew we had to try and
stow her down somichow. I was able io see
some of the paper and see some of the write-
ups, but I knew that she was one of their key
players.”

Three Catholic Central players ended the
game in double digits as Anna Shaw and
Kelli Petchal joined Petties in double figures.
Shaw scored 19 points, and Petchal tallied
10 points,

Also for the Crusaders, Emily Canella con-
tributed seven points, Katie DiPiero deliv-
ered five points and Abby Sawon nelted three
points. all of which came from the foul line.
F‘inally, Sarah Marrow recorded two points,

Two Frontier players ended the game in
double digits. Meagen Rinard delivered a
team-high 17 points and Mallory Hoff fin.
ished with 15 points,

“They are the real deal,” Barr said. “They
are just solid. They are solid all the way
around, and he has a half-decent bench too,
The bottom line is | am really proud of the
kids. T thought it was the best game we
played in quite a while. We didn'{ turn the
ball over, When we subbed the younger Kids
in, I think we were up 18 or something. we
got to play some other kids and ot the kids
off of the Moor and get ready to play Satur-
day afternoon at 1 o’clock, *We are proud to
represent the school and the community in
the inaugural OVAC Class AA Tournament.”

Monroc Central 72, Buckeye Trail 64

Al Grraysville, Taylor Jorris tolaled 23 points
and Aleisha Guiler and Alex Kuhn evenly
divided 26 as Monroe Central defeate Buck-
eye Trail.

Karlie Davis also had 13 npoints for the Semi-
noles,
Hannah Nelson led the Warriros with 27
points while Casey Frame added |5 angd
Chelsea Doutt totaled 13.-

Rocks

(Continued from Page 13)

Playing its ninth game in 16 days. inciuding
i long weekend road trip down state, Wheel-
ing Central (13-4) didn’t look to have a lot in
the tank.

““Wihen you're tired, that’s what happens.™
Kuriz said. ™ The shols just don't po.™

And they didn’t.

Wheeling Central made only I3 of 49 field-
goal atlempls (27 percent), which on the sur-
face doesn’t look like it will help you win
miny gamies. But Barnesville won this game
by 19 points. despite making just one more
ficld goal in two fewer attempts (14 of 47, 30
pereent).

So what gives?

“They pliyed a great game,”” Kurtz said.
““They hit shois, they were the agaressor, they
got to every loose ball and made all the
plays.*

Carpenter admittedly wasn't sure what he
was getting into — i’y rare that Wheeling
Central and Barnesville meet in anything,

"*We heard this was a tough plice to win,”’
Carpenter said,

““We knew they'd come at us with pressure.
So we did the same thing,

“We went after them with pressure. "

Pressure, in this game, was guarding anyone

wearing a green uniform as the elock wouned
down and knowing the only way you could
stop it was by fouling.

Barnesville attempted four shots from the
field in the fourth perind, two of which were
made by Erica Welch, who wound up with 16
points.

Keylor paced the Shamrocks with 17
points. Allie Doan wound up with 12, Those
three combined to make 16 of 19 free throws,

‘Leading the way for Wheeling Central was
Kat Stiglich with 14 points.

Audra Droginske added 11. Cameron
Cieply hit a pair of 3-pointers and wound up
with eight points off the bench.

The other cight players who suw action for
the Maroon Knights combined for seven.

“We couldn’l make anything.” Kurtz said,

Barnesville will play Martins Ferry for the
Class AAA title at p-n. Saturday at OUE,

Martins Ferry 56, St. Clairsville 29

Al. Martins Ferry, Courtney Coleman
scored 20 points — nine less than St
Clairsville’s team — as Martins Ferry ran its
winning streak to 10 with a semiﬁnalyviclory
against the Red Devils,

Karlen Venci backed Coleman with 15
points,

Alessia Vivod paced the Red Devils with
nine points,

JM

(Continued from Page 13)

But not before Edison made
the home team swent,

Tohn Marshall led by us
many as 17 in the third quar-
ter (42-25), but the margin
had dwindled to five before
the Monarchs™ Julje Young
drained three of her game-
high 20 just in front of the
horn.

The two teams traded buck-
els to begin (he fourth before
John Marshail's Carvie Talk-
ington cashed u putback for
iwo of her 11, and Alexis
Brinkman hit a 3-painter for a
51-38 cushion with 6:38
remuaining,

“They arc a good ball-
club.”” McCarmick said of
Edison. “*What really hurt us
were second shots,

“didn’t think we rebound-
cd the ball all that wel),"

The Wildcals cut the deficit
to nine (62-33) on a pair of
Holly Carson free throws at
2:59 — the result of Young's
fifth foul — before Gossett
took over from the stripe on
the other end of the foor. She
hit eight in a row on her way
to a 17-point. eight-rehound,
three-assist night.

V' Their coach did a gond

Job as far as using his person-

nel wisely,”” Smyth said.
VWe knew coming in it had
to be a no-holds-hirred fame
for us to win.™

The Monarchs built a nine-
point halftime lead. largely
due to their pressure defense,
It looked at times as though
the Wildeats were out of SVhg,

“*Going in, from what I"had
seen on film. I didn't think
they could handle the pres-
sure.”” McCormick said. ** We
thought with our tempo, we
couid force them to do some
things they weren't comfort-
able with.”

Young finished with six
rebounds and six assists (o g0
with her point (otal, while
Aubrei Clegg added 10
points.

Edison was led by Megan
Antigo, who scored 17 points,
many on an array of runners
in the lane, Kaitlin Blake con-
tributed with 12 points and a
game-high 12 rebounds as the
Wildcats held a 44-36 advan-
tage on the boards.

Though she scored just foyr
paints, the Wildeats® Emily
Pollock collected seven
rebounds and four assists,
Indian Creek 49, Brooke 39

At Wintersville. Ty Harris
scored 15 points as Indian
Creek (16-3) matched the
mark for most victories in a
season with a victory against
Brooke,

Gabbi Davis added 13
points for the Redskins,.

Kayla Cutrone and Mepan
Phillips each totaled 10 points
for the Bruins,



Irish utilize speed
to defeat Valley

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer

Bellaire St. John likes to
play fast and everyone knows
it

Needless to sy, Yatley got
a lesson on what fast looks
like Monday evening in Bel-
faire where the lrish begun
their quest for the school’s 14
Olio Valiey Athletic Confer-
ence title in the semifinals of
the inaugural girl’s basketball
tournament.

The Irish inypoved w 17-1
after o decisive 84-33 victory
against fourth-seeded Valley.

“yWe pot contributions {rom
everyone imd took care of our
business,”” St. John couch
Bubba Kapral said, “*We got
after people in the hal-court
defense and played exception-
ally well, and you can’ be
doing things too badly when
you put 8 on the board.

“But its win and keep
going.”

Before the lrish can tum
full attention o Beallsville —
which was an 80-59 winner
against Bridgeport in the other
Class A semilinal — they
must take care of a make-up
game against Barnesvilie on
Wednesday night on the west-
ern side of Belmont County.

The OVAC title gume is ot
10 Suturday moring at Ohio
University-Eastern.

“Barnesville is o make-up
game, but they are playing
well right now and arg pretly
tough,”” Kupral saich,

T8unirday’s for an OVAC
title and that’s probabtly the
way it should be since it's the
rubber matel,

“We've gol u Jol of respect
for Beablsville and it will be o
battle.”

The Lumberjills, mean-
while, are 10-5 and will take
part in Thursday's Class A
consoiation game at third-
seeded Bridgeport,

“(St. Johny is one ol the
guickest moving teams 've
ever seen, and 1 now know
why they were state track
champs,”” Valley cuach Larry
Weekley said with u smile.
“They gave us a lesson in up
and down and they just dictate
the tempo so well.

“They ve got a greal team
and Wt pressure is just some-
thing we don’t see.””

The Irish found themselves
in an early {ight, leading 16-
14 with  shade more than 2
minutes to go in the opening
period,

However, they took the
tight over from that point.

St, John scored the final six
of the first period to make it &
22-14 and then proceeded to
score 18 of the next 23 to
make il 40-19, and evemtually
a 42-23 margin al the inter-
mission.

The Green received solid

contributions from a host of

players in the first hall. Sara

m St John will battie
Beallsville on Saturday at
10 a.m. at OU Eastern in
the Ciass A finale.

Wamsley scored nine points,
while Kristina Velkevich had
cight and Nutalie Perzanows-
ki netted seven.

“We gol contributions
from everyone.” Kuprai said.
“There's not oue girl on our
team that you van truly focus
in on because s0 many people
can score, which is what
makes this team so pice to
coach.”

The Lumberjills made a
sitall run in the third quarter
and cut the margin to 15wl
54-39, but the Irish finished
with a 8-2 spurt o make it
62-41 at the third-guarter
breuk.

Wamsley had eight in the
third, while Velkovich fin-
ished wilh six,

Lesta Kocher did all she
could for Valley, scoring 14
of her 17 in the third period.

St. John salted the gune
away in the fourth period
thanks to u 12-0 run in the
middle stages,

“We got good puard play
like we always do and our
post players are real threats in
there,”” Kapral said,

s Again, 1 am really happy
with our half-court defense.”

Wamsley and junior Lau-
ren Jenkins each hud {7
points each 1o lead the way
{or the Green.

Perzanowski and
Velkovich each had 16 in top
support,

Justene Delman supplied
strong minutes off the pine.
scoring eight points.

Valley was led by Kocher
and she wuas supported by
Alexandra Higgenbotham
who had 16 poiats.

St. John held a command-
ing 35-20 edge on the
boards.

Kidder had eight rebounds
1o lead the way.

Valley was pressured inw
23 turnovers, while the win-
ners were guilty of 17 mis-
cues.

Beallsvilie 80
Bridgeport 59

At Beallsville, Alyssa
Headley exploded for 26
points to lead Beallsville past
Bridgeport and into the Class
A finale.

Suvannih Burke added 20
points for the Blue Devils,
who overcame a 20-16 [irst-

uarter deficit by outscoring

the visitors by five in the sec-
ond quarter and taking a 33-
32 lead into the break.

Tori Jarrelt also totaled 12
points for Beallsville.

Bridgeport was led by 18

points from sophomore
Rachel Benda. .
Cora Kalinowski and

Moriah Agnew had 14 points
apiece lor the Bulldogs, whie
Stephanie Bammer added 13
puints.

' ® Rocks

Continued from Page C1

Barnesville, this is the first title
in the sport of basketbail in
gither boys or girls.

“Before we left (for OUE)
today, we took a walk around
our gym and looked at all of
the banners that hung there and
wanted to hang our own,” said
Carpenter.

Senior Chelsey Keylor -
who scored only seven points
in the game is the Lady
Shammrocks’ feader on and off
the floor.

“This win is for our enlire

school and the entire commu-
nity of Barnesville,” she pro-
claimed during the press con-
ference, “Once we qualified
for this the way we did, I think
we just felt like we were des-
tined to win. | had an off night,
but we’ve got four other girls
on the floor and they stepped it
up.i’
While the Lady Riders are
disappointed about the out-
come, Purple head coach Dave
Reasbeck knows there is still
basketball to be played and he
also knows when next year’s
OVAC Tournament rolls
around, he'H have all but one
of his players back.

“Give Barnesville all of the
credit,” Reasbeck said. L did-
n’t think seven seniors com-
pared to one senior would
make that much of a differ-
ence, but it did because we had
a deer in the headlights look
early in the game, but it’s okay
because we've gof the tourna-
ment coming up and we want
to get back here next yeur and
try it again.”

The Lady Shamirocks came

out and took the game to the
Lady Purple. jumping to a 9-0
lead before Courtney Coleman
buried a three more than
halfway into the firsl period.

Behind seven points from
Allie Doan, the Lady
Shamrocks took command
with a 12-3 first quarter.

“I ate my Whealies this
morning,” Doan joked during
the post-game press confer-
ence.

Ferry — which shot an ice-
cold three-of-30 from wo-
point runge - cut into the
deficit with a 15-13 second
period, making it a 25-18
reading at the break.

Lacey Neavin hit two treys
for the Purple. while Megan
Phillips came into the game for
the injured Erica Welch and
connected on a trey as well to
keep the Ferrians at bay.

Martins Ferry weni cold
again in the third period and
watched the Lady Shamrocks
take total control with a 9-3
period.

“The third quarter has been
a problem for us all season.”
Reasbeck said. “We shot
something like nine-of 49
from the floor and seventh per-
son had five goals, | think |
just want to throw them away
and hope it was u fluke.”

The Lady Shamrocks {in-
ished the deal with a 16-12
fourth period. Doan was again
the go-to-person with seven
more points. All told, Doan led
the way for the Lady
Shamrocks with 16 points.

Junior Megan Phitlips came
off the bench to score 12

points. tncluding a trio of treys.
She hit u pair of dagger treys in
the second half just when it
seemed as it the-Lady Riders
were about to make a run.

“Megan really stepped up
and played well today.”
Carpenter said, "Megan's
come up hig for us the lust two
weeks.”

Coming into the game, one
of the more unheralded players
for Barnesville was senior
Leah Bettinger and all she did
was score 1) points and block
seven shots,

“Bettinger was.the differ-
ence inside,” Reasbeck said.
“She’s their Shae Moreland
and we knew that coming in."”

Murtins Ferry was led by
Neavin who finished with 13
points. Coleman added 12 for
the Purple.

Barnesville held a com-
manding 32-18 edge ont he
baards. Doan and Bettinger
went for eight and seven,
respectively to lead the Green,
Coleman had six to pace Ferry.

Scuoring:

Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Class AAA Champlonship
BARNESVILLE (50) ~ Kemp 2, 0-0
5, Phillips 4, +-2 12; Bahmer 0, 0-0 0; .1
Miller 0, 0-00 O; Keylor 3, 0-0 7; Welch
0-0 0; Doan 7, 2-2 16, Moare 0. 0-0
5, Phitlips 6, 0-0 0; M. Miller 0, 0-0
Hinas 0, 0-0 0; Bellinger 5, 0-0 10
Totals: 24, 3-4 50. MARTINS FERRY
{33) - Burch 1, 0-0 3; Vinci 1, 0-0
Wright 0, 0-0 0; Coleman 2, 7-8 12
Chambliss 0, 0-0 0; Frohnapfel 0, 2-2
Lucas 0, 0-0 0, Pamphiss 4, 0-0 0
Neavin 5, 0-0 13, Morefand 0, 0-0
Totals: 9, 9-10 33.
Three-Point Goals; B — Phillips {3},
Kemp, Keylor. MF — Neavin (3), Burch,
Vinei, Coleman,

Staskev can be reached at
sstaskey@timesieaderontine.co
m
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BRIDGEPORT'S &%
Cora Kalinowski
looks for some-,
where to go with
the ball against
. the defense of §
Beallsville's §
Alyssa Headley §
during Monday's ks
" Class 1-A QOVAC
semifinal game.
The Lady Blue &
Devils prevailed B
and will meet St. FEE
John Saturday at KR
10 am. at OUE. Fisis
- Additional images (i
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ch set
* Lady Devils
‘ro_II by Bulldogs

By KIM NORTH
§ Times Leader Sports Writer

Class mat
- St. John cruises
past Valley, 84-55

By SETH STASKEY

Ferry girls
roll to 3-A
title game

* Lady Riders cruise past St. C.

By KIiM APPOLLONI
Times Leader Sports Writer

Clicking on all cylinders.

The Martins Ferry Lady Rider basketball squad is
hitting full stride at the perfect time. Dave Reasbeck
has his club playing at _

a high level in a1l NN
aspects of the game . . .
and the result has  Championship
ﬁ:; A 10-game Wit~ toams raise

On paper, Monday  thejr level of
evening’s semi-final , .
OVAC AAA contest play in blg
with St. Clairsville ’
was to be 4 match up games.
that should have gone o
down to the wire, but Dave
the game was over by Reas_beck

intermission due to
relentless pressure
which forced the Red
Devils into 21 first half miscues. Throw in a deadly
shooting night from juniors Courtney Coleman and
Karlen Vinci and the result was a 56-29 Rider
blowout.

“Championship teams raise their level of play in
big games,” smiled the intense Reasbeck. “We are
playing very good basketball right now. Everyone
on the floor is contributing and it is really fun for us
right now. These girls’ could care less who gets the
credit, for them it’s all about the teamn and becoming
champions.”

Reasbeck’s Riders jumped out to a 17-9 advan-
lage after the initial eight minutes of action as all
five starters lit the scoreboard in the opening round.
Mickey Blatnik’s Devils struggled to get inta an

See, FERRY, Page B2
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By KIM NORTH
By SETH STASKEY Times Leader Sports Writsr

Times Leader Sports Editor

It’s been said that it is hard to
beat a team three times in the
same season in any sport.

The Beallsville girls’ basket-
ball team found that out for the
first 16 minutes Monday, but
the Blue Devils used their decid-
ed inside advantage to pull away
from Bridgeport in the second
half for an 80-59 decision in the
Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference Tournament Class A
semifinals in Monroe County.

The Blue-and-White, who
have won five OVAC titles, will
now meet St. John Central in the
finals Saturday morning at 10
f a.m. at Ohio University Eastern.
¥ The Irish defeated Valley 84-
55.

“We were hoping to get the
ball inside,” satd veteran
Beallsville head coach Terry
Jarrett. “We’ve got to look 1o
get it in there. I don’t know if
anyone in the valley can stop
(Alyssa) Headley when she’s on
her game.”

§  The No. 2 seed Blue Devils

(14-5) watched as the third-

: - T.L Pholot/OEL JOSEPH |
' : ‘ seeded Bulldogs (10-9) jumped
ST. JOHN'S Sara Wamsley goes in for a shot as out to a 7-0 advantage behind

teammate Kylie Kidder looks on Monday night.
Additional images may be found at
cu.timesleaderonfine.com

St. John likes to play fast and everyone knows
it. :

And needless to say, Valley got a fesson on
what fast looks like Monday evening in the
Greenhouse where the Lady Irish began their
quest for the school’s 14th Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference title in the semifinals of the inaugu-
ral girls basketball tournament.

The Lady Irish improved to a sterling 17-1 on
the season after a decisive 84-55 victory over
fourth-seeded Valley.

“We got contributions from everyone tonight
and took care of our business,” said St. John
head coach Bubba Kapral. “We got after people
in the half-court defense and played exceptional-
ly well and you can’t be doing things too badly- §
when you put 84 on the board, but it’s win and
we keep going.”

Before the Lady Irish can turn full attention to
Beallsville — which was a 80-59 winner over
Bridgeport in the other Class 1-A semifinal —
they must take care of a make-up game against
Barnesville Wednesday night on the western side
of the county. The OVAC title game is Saturday
morning at 10 at Ohio University-Eastera,

“Barnesville is a make-up game, but they are
playing well right now and are very tough,” o
Kapral offered. “Saturday’s for an OVAC title ey
and that’s probably the way it should be since T
it’s the rubber match. We've got a lot of respect
for Beallsville and it will be a battle.”

Ses, SJC, Page B2 See, BEALLSVILLE, Page B2

Monroe Central

) a B
takes care of Trail J uonmors
g Taylor Jorris
. L shoots over
» Lady Seminoles to meet SCC in title game Traci é‘\ult
By RICH GIBSON . moments following the outcome. l Monday’s
Times Leader Sports Writer “Both teams kept making big shot B Class 2-A
. . . after big shot. It came down to who [§ B Semifinal at
Considering they split a pair of ¢ould make a late run in the last B | Skyvue. The
close regu'lar season decisions, “couple minutes. Fortunately, it was . Lady
Monday night’s OVAC 2-A ns.” Seminoles
Semlflﬂa] l'!lbbel‘ l'l‘latCh Brad Lmeback’s Guemsey pr\'aHBd aﬂd
between Buckeye Trail N County combine lost B 8 Sdvance to
and Monroe Central fig- A despile connecting on 12, JE Saturday’s
ured fo be 2 highly com- B three-point field goals. (N ! final
petitive affair. That it } “We definitely played : Add}tional :
was. , well enough to win offen- | images ma
Coach Troy Baker’s sively,” he shrugged. “But b fg d 1-."’
Lady Seminoles shot a siz- we didn’t get it done at the @ jouna a

 cu.timesiead

zling 27 of 45 from the field other end of the floor.” u.timssiead

and DCEdEd every Sl[lglf:', pO]ﬂt to Monday night's victory in the
outlast a basket-bombing Lady gkyyue Elementary gymnasium
Warriors’ club, 72-64. advances the now 16-3 Seminoles

“Wow, what a great ball game (g Saturday afternoon’s 2-A title &
between two evenly-matched :

teams,” a relieved Baker exclaimed

T-L Photo/MIKE
PALMER

See, MONROE, Page B2

. T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH
MARTINS FERRY'S Couriney Coieman makes
a move as St. Clairsville’s Ashley Gordon trails
the play during Monday’s Class 3-A OVAC
Semifinal at Tolbert Gymnasium. Additional
images may be found at
cu.timesfeaderoniine.com

Barnesville upsets
Wheeling Central

By JIM ELLIOTT
For The Times Leader

Rarely has Wheeling Central coach Penn Kurtz
watched the Tast four minutes of a basketball game
with a more defenseless feeling than the one he
had Monday night during what proved to be a 59-
40 Barnesville victory on the Maroon Knights’
floor.

When these Shamrocks get a big lead, it's over.

Barnesville (11-6), which shoots 72 percent

-| from the free-throw line, made 26 of 33 free

throws, including 12 of 12 in the fourth quarter on
its way to pulling off one of the first “*upsets™ in
OVAC girls’ basketball tournament history. The
Shamrocks came in as the No. 3 seed; Wheeling
Centrat was the second seed.

Chelsey Keylor was 6 for 6 from the free-throw
line - all in the fourth guarter — to help build
upon one of the most astonishing seasons at the
free-throw line the Ohio Valley has ever seen.
She’s missed only once this season in more than

Ses, BARNESVILLE, Page B2 -
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60 attemnpts,

When you're down 18, as
Central was at the 4-minute
mark of the fourth quarter, and
Keylor's holding the ball, your
cheices are limited.

Nonexistent, really.

““We spend a lot of time on
free-throw shooting,”’
Barnesville coach Jamie
Carpenter said.

He said he has his players
do drills designed to fatigne
them, then he sticks them on
the free-throw line to practice
shooting with wobbly legs.

It looks to be a particularly
good idea with this Shamrocks
team, as just one of their 47
shots was attempted by some-
one who did not start the game,
a second-quarter 3-pointer by
Mariah Miller that was wide of
the mark.

Playing its ninth game in 16
days, including a long week-
end road trip down state,
Wheeling Central (13-4) did-
n’t look to have a lot in the
tank.

Wheeling Central made
only 13 of 49 field-goal
attempts {27 percent), which
on the surface doesn’t look like
it will help you win many
games. But Barnesville won
this game by 19 points, despite
making just one more field
goal in two fewer attempts (14
of 47, 30 percent).

Carpenter admittedly wasn’t

@® Barnesville

" to win,”” Carpenter

Central - and
Bamqsville meet in
anything.

‘“We heard this
was a tough place

said.

“We knew
they’d come at us
with pressure. So
we did the same
thing. We went
after them with
pressure.”’

Pressure, in this
game, was guarding
anyone wearing a
green uniform as
the clock wound §
down and knowing §
the only way you
could stop it was by
fouling.

. Phwrto Provided

Barnesville BARNESVILLE'S Erica Welch brings
attempted four shots the ball up the floor against a Wheeling

from the field in the Central defender

Monday. -

fourth period, two
of which were made by Erica
Welch, who wound up with 16
points. Keylor paced the
Shamrocks with 17 points.
Allie Doan wound up with 12.
Those three combined to make
16 of 19 free throws,

Leading the way for
Wheeling Central was Kat
Stiglich with 14 points. Audra
Droginske added 11. Cameron
Cieply hit a pair of 3-pointers
and wound up with eight
points off the bench. The other

bined for seven,
BARNESVILLE (58) — Kemﬂ
0, 7-10 7; Kevylar 4, 6-6 17; Wek
5, 4-4 16; Doan 3, 6-9 12; Battinger
3-4 7; M. Mitler 0, 0-0 0; Hines 0,
0-0 0; Bahmer 0, 0-0 0; J. Miller 0,
0-0 0; Philips 0, 0-0 0: Moora 0, 0-
0 0; Totals: 14, 26-33 59. WHEEL-
CENTRAL (40) — Droginske
11; Kleeh 1, 0-0 2; Stiglich 8,
2-3 14; Palmar 1, 2-2 4; Craighton
?J -2 1; OBeaverC% |3l(J-zl'J 20;
emyer 0, 0-0 0, ply 2, 2-2
E;eggawshaw 0, 0-0 0; LaRue 0, 0-
0 0; Miller 0, 0-0 O; Tolals: 13, 11-
14 40
Three-Point Goals: B — Keylor (3),

[NO.{ WARTINS FERRY

MONDAY, 7:30 PM

NO. 4 ST. CLAIRSVILLE

THE TIMES

MONDAY, 7:30 PM

JM, IC
to meet
in 4-A

.- Steubenville Catholic ~
the top seed in Class 2-A —
earned the right to play for the
championship Saturday thanks
to a 68-58 victory overr invad-
ing Frontier Monday night.

The Lady Crusaders led 17-
12 after one and upped the
margin to 32-24 at the inter-
mission. They all but sealed
the deal with a 19-12 third
quarter spurt and went on for
the 10-poin victory.

Steubenville Catholic was
led by Ginny Petties who
scored 22 points. Anna Shaw
added 19 for Coach Kevin
Barr's squad. Kelli Petchal net-
ted 10.

Frontier was led by Meagan
Rinard who had 17 points.
Mallory Hoff netted 15 for the
Lady Cougard who fell to 14-
5.

CLASS 4-A
JOHN MARSHALL 71,
EDISON 60
At Glen Dale, the Lady
Monarchs advanced to the big-
school championship game
thanks to a strong first half as
they posted a 71-60 victory
over third-seeded Edison

A At

CHAMPIONSHIP
SATURDAY, 4:00 PM SATURDAY, 700 PM-
AT QUE * ATQUE
H0. 2 WHEELING CENTRAL 0.2 JOHNMARSHALL
Barnes. JN
- BN .
MONDAY, 7:30 PM
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_NO.1 WDIAN CREEK

MONDAY, 7:30 PM

NO. 4 EROOKE

HO. 3 EDISON

CHAMPIONSHIP

® Ferry
Continued from Page B1

offense as the Rider full court
pressure wrecked havoc.,

“It was very frustrating,”
commented Blatnik, “We are
very young and maybe these
girls were a little nervous, but
we didn't do anything that we
were supposed to do. I'm sure
Martin’s Ferry had a lot to do
with that, but we called three
time ounts and could not even
get the kids to lineup in the
right spots to even attempt o
break their press.”

While the Devils were
struggling to get the ball down
the floor, Coleman and compa-
ny were heating up. Coleman
tallied 13 second quarter coun-
ters to break open the contest,
33-17 by intermission includ-
ing three bonus bombs,

Unfortunately for the hosts,

the cat-quick junior suffered a

high ankle sprain in the second
half and never returned.

Step up Vinci. The hard-
nosed point guard came up
with two triples when the
invaders attempted a small run
in the third period.

“That’s what makes this
team so good right now,”

added Reasbeck. “When we’

need it, a different player
seems to step up and take over.
Tonight when Courtney went
down, Karlen and Brittany
Burch drained three’s and
Courtney Frohnapfel made
hustle piays all over the fioor.”

forward to  Saturday’s
Championship contest.

“We'worked very hard to
put-ourseives in position to
become champions. Don’t
think for a moment that
Courtney Coleman won't play.
She has faced tougher things
and come back. She’ll be there.
If she’s not, I still like our
chances because this team has
no superstars just a bunch of
good players that do whatever
it takes to win. I love this
bunch.”

Coleman ended the evening
as the game's top scorer with
20. Backing her was Vinci
with 15 markers, four steals
and three assists. Frohnapfel
ended with seven points, eight
steals and six rebounds.
Classmate Shae Moreland was
hampered with foul trouble,
but scored six points, blocked
four shots and grabbed six
missed shofs,

Junior Alessia Vivod was
the Devil’s top offensive per-
former with nine points.
Moulder was next with six
points and six rebounds.

The Red Devils ended the
contest with 36 turnovers com-
pared to just 18 for Ferry, St
Clairsville was good on 11-of-
32 shots for 34 percent. The
Riders canned 20-of-54 shots
for 37 percent. St. Clairsville
had 22 rebounds while the
winners erabbed 26.



Nonexistent, really.

“*We spend a lot of time on
free-throw shooting,”’
Barnesville coach Jamie
Carpenter said.

He said he has his players
do drills designed to fatigue
them, then he sticks them on
the free-throw line to practice
shooting with wobbly legs.

It looks to be a particularly
good idea with this Shamrocks
team, as just one of their 47
shots was attempted by some-
one who did not start the game,
a second-quarter 3-pointer by
Mariah Miller that was wide of
the mark. .

Playing its ninth game in 16
days, including a long week-
end road trip down state,
Wheeling Central (13-4) did-
n’t look to have a lot in the
tank. ‘

Wheeling Central made
only 13 of 49 field-goal
attempts (27 percent), which
on the surface doesn’t look like
it wil help you win many
games. But Barnesville won
this game by 19 points, despite
making just one more field
goal in two fewer atternpts (14
of 47, 30 percent).

Carpenter admittedly wasn’t
sure what he was gelting into
~ it’s rare that Wheeling

® SJC

said. ’

““We knew
they'd come at us
with pressure. So
we did the same
thing. We went
after them with
pressure.’’ :

Pressure, in this
game, was guarding
anyone wearing a
green uniform as
the clock wound
down and knowing
the only way you
could stop it was by |
fouling. -

Pholu Pruvlded

Barnesville BARNESVILLE’S Erica Welch brings
attempted four shots the ball up the floor against a Wheeling
from the field in the Central defender Monday. -

fourth period, two
of which were made by Erica
Welch, who wound up with 16
points. Keylor paced the
Shamrocks with 17 points.
Allie Doan wound up with 12.

Those three combined to make
16 of 19 free throws.
Leading the way for

Wheeling Central was Kat
Stiglich with 14 points. Audra
Droginske added 11. Cameron
Cieply hit a pair of 3-pointers
and wound up with eight 1
points off the bench, The other
eight players who saw action
for the Maroon Knighis com-

bined for seven.

BARNESVILLE (59) — Kem
0, 7-10 7; Keylor 4, 6-6 17; Wi
5,4-416; Doan 3, 6-912; E-atunger
2, 3-4 7: M. Miller 0, 0-0 0; Hines 0,
0-0 0; Bahrnaro 0-0 0; J. Miller O,
0-00; Phiﬁipa0,0—OO:hhoraO.D—
00; To otals: 14, 26-33 59. WHEEL-
ING CENTRAL (40) — Droginske
3, 4-5 11; Kleeh 1, 0-0 2; Stiglich 6,
2.3 14, Palmaﬂ 2-2 4; Creigiton
g, 1-2 1; OBUB*?JVng?BI}?U2U2

gemyer ; 2, 2-
egr&we&ha\.'.'o 0-00; La}l):tua 0, 0-
00 Miller 0, 0-00 Tulats 13, 11-

4 40,
Threa-Point Goals: B — Keylor (3),
Welch 32) WC — Droginske,
Clpely (2).

o
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The Lumberjills, mean-
while, are now 10-5 on the
season and will take part in
Thursday’s Class 1-A consola-
tion game at third-seeded
Bridgeport.

The Lady Irish found them-
selves in an early fight, leading
just 16-14 with a shade over
two minutes to go in the open-
ing period. However, they
took the fight over from thnt

int.

The Lady Irish scored the
final six of the first peried to
make it a 22-14 reading at the
quarter and then proceeded to
score 18 of the next 23 to
make it a 40-19 reading and
eventually a 42-23 margin at
the intermission.

The Green got solid contri-
butions from a host of players
in the first half. Sara Wamsley
scored nine points, while
Kristina Velkovich had eight
and Natalie Perzanowski net-

ted seven in the opening half,

“We got contributions from
everyone,” Kapral said.
“There’s not one girl on our
team that you can truly focus
in on because so many people
can score, which is what makes
this team so nice to coach.”

The Lumberjills made a
small run in the third quarter
and cut the margin to 15 at 54-
39, but the Belmont Countians
finished with a 8-2 spurt to
make it 62-41 at the third-

r break.

Wamsley had eight in the
third, while Velkovich finished
with six in the period. Lesta
Kocher did all she could for
Valley, scoring 14 of her 17 in
the third period.

St. John salied the game
away in the fourth period
thanks to a 12-0 run in the
middle stages.

Wamsley and junior Lauren
Jenkins each had 17 points

each to lead the way for the
Green. Perzanowski and
Velkovich each had 16 in top
support. Kylie Kidder was
relentless defensively and ran
the floor game well, while
Kelly Perzanowski was also a

bear on the defensive end of -

the floor. Justene Delman sup-
plied strong minutes off the
pine, scoring eight points.

St. John held a commanding
35-20 edge on the boards.
Kidder had eight rebounds to

lead the way.

VALLEY (58) — qua 2, 00 5;
Higgenbotham B, 0-0 16; Uettschy
2, 0-0 4; Kocher 5, 7-8 17; Shaw 3,
0-06 Bucher 1, 3-3 5; HOEBSO 0
00; Graaﬂwusa1 0-0 2; Edgel 0,
0-0 O; Totals: 22 10- 11 55. 8T.
JOHN (84) — Kidder’ 1,22 4; N.
Perzanowski 6§, 3-4 16; Wamslay 6,
5-7 17; K. Perzanowski 2, 0-0 4;
Velkovich 7, 2-2 16; Delman 3, 2-2
B; Jenkins 5, 6-8 17; E. LaMasters
1, 0-0 2; Cadall @, 0-0 0; Macri 0, 0-
0 0; Totals: 31, 20-25 84.
Three-Point Goals: V — Frye. SJC
— N. Perzanowski, Jenkins.

@® Beallsville
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the early shooting of Cora Kalinowski.

Rachel Benda added six points to finish the
first quarter as the visitors had a stunning, 20-
16, Jead after eight minutes of play.

Thn ramnn A ctanma wne hnsl and farth  arith

26 in the final chapter.

“T couldn’t be any prouder of my team. They
showed up tonight,” said Bridgeport head coach
Ed Metz. “Those five kids played their hearts

ant TF wa Aon ramao writh that tvma Af intancsir

Steubenville Catholic ~
the top seed in Class 2-A —
eamned the right to play for the
championship Saturday thanks
o a 68-58 victory overr invad-
ing Frontier Monday night.

The Lady Crusaders led 17-
12 after one and upped the
margin to 32-24 at the inter-
mission. They all but sealed
the deal with a 19-12 third
quarter spurt and went on for
the 10-poin victory.

Steubenville Catliolic was
led by Ginny Petties who
scored 22 points. Anna Shaw
added 19 for Coach Kevin
Barr’s squad. Kelli Petchal net-
ted 10, -

Fronatier was led by Meapgan
Rinard who bad 17 points.
Maltlory Hoff netted 15 for the
Lady Cougard who fell to 14-
5.

CLASS4-A
JOHN MARSHALL 71,
EDISON 60
At Glen Dale, the Lady
Monarchs advanced to the big-
school championship game
thanks to a strong first half as
they posted a 71-60 victory
over third-seeded Edison

-Monday night.

Playing without Coach Stan
Blankenship — was suspended
for the game due to & previous
ejection — the Lady Monarchs
shot out to & 17-12 lead after

one and upped the margin to

36-25 at the break. The teams
played even in the second half,
The Lady Monarchs were
paced by Julie Young who
scored 20 points.
IND CREEK 49,
BROOKE 39

The top-seeded Lady
Redskins broke open a tight
game at the half with a strong
third quarter and went on to
advance to Saturday’s OVAC
Class 4-A girls’ basketball
final thanks to a 49-39 victory
over Brooke Monday night in
Wintersville,

The Lady Redskins led 8-4
at half and 22-19 at the break,
but nsed a 14-8 third quarter
and a 13-12 final chapter to
earn their spot in Saturday
night’s title game aguinst John
Marshall.

Indian Creek was led by Ty
Harris who had 15 points.
Gina Davis scored 13 points in
top support.

Semi-Final

Boxscores

SCC 68, FRONTIER 58
FRONTIER (58) — Kimbla 0, 0-0
Q; Hetf 7, 0-0 15; L. Hoff 0, 0-0 O;

we didn't do anything that we
were supposed o do. I'm sure
Martin’s Ferry had a lot to do
with that, but we called three
time outs and could not even
get the kids to lineup in the

right spots to even attempt to,

break their press.”

While the Devils were
struggling to get the ball down
the floor, Coleman and compa-
ny were heating up. Coleman
taltied 13 second quarter coun-
ters to break open the contest,
33-17 by intermission includ-
ing three bonus bombs.

- Unfortunately for the hosts,

the cat-quick junior suffered a

high ankle sprain in the second
half and never returned.

Step up Vinci. The hard-
nosed point gnard came up
with two triples when the
invaders attempted a small run
in the third period.

“That’s what makes this
team so good right now,”

added Reasbeck. “When we’

need it, a different player
seems to step up and take over.
Tonight when Courtney went
down, Karlen and Brittany
Burch drained three’s and
Courtney Frohnapfel made
hustle plays all over the floor.”

The closest the Red Devils
could get was 14. The
turnovers began to mount
again at the end of the third
quarter leading to missed
opportunities for St. Clairsville
and a 42-26 deficit, Blatnik
commented, “You can’t turn
the ball over like we did
tonight and expect to be in the
ballgame. We got in early foul
trouble and everything just
snowballed on us.”

Reasbeck emptied his bench
with nearly three minutes to
play in the game and is looking

Couriney Coleman won't play.
She has faced tougher things
and come back. She’ll be there.
If she’s not, I still like our
chances because this team has
no superstars just a bunch of
good players that do whatever
it takes to win. I love this
bunch.”

Coleman ended the evening
as the game’s top scorer with
20. Backing her was Vinci
with 15 markers, four steals
and three asgists. Frohnapfel
ended with seven points, eight
steals and six rebounds.
Classmate Shas Moreland was
hampered with foul trouble,
but scored six points, blocked
four shots and grabbed six
missed shots,

Junior Alessia Vivod was
the Devil’s top offensive per-
former with nine points.
Moulder was next with six
points and six rebounds.

The Red Devils ended the
contest with 36 turnovers com-
pared to just 18 for Ferry. St
Clairsville was good on 11-o0f-
32 shots for 34 percent. The
Riders canned 20-of-34 shots
for 37 percent. St. Clairsville
had 22 rebounds while the
winners grabbed 26.

Varsity scoring:

MARTIN FEHHY%ES) Burch 1,
1-2 4; Vingi 5, 2-3 15; WrightCl 0—0
0; Coleman 7, 3-3 20; Chambliss 0,
0-0 0; Fruhnapfal 2,3-5 7; Lucas 0,
00 0; Pamphll[ls1 0-0 2 Neavin
1, 0-0 2; Moreland 3, 0-0 6. Totals
20 5-13, ST CLAIHSVILLE (29) _
Smith 1, : King 1, 0-02;
Cenkus 1, 1-4 3 Holub 1, 0-0 2;
Gordon 0, 0-0 0; Britton 1, -0 2;
Moulder 3, 0-0 8; Nemeti 0, 0-0 Q;
Vivaed 3, 2-3 9; 8
Slanski 0, 1-2 1;
1. Totals 11, 5-11.
Threa point goals: Martins Ferry (7)

Burch 1, Vinci 3, Coleman 3; St
Clairsville (2) _ Vivod 1, Smith 1.

ner 0, 1-2 1;
oothman 0, 1-2

® Monroe
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game against Steubenville
Central scheduled for a 1:00
tipoff at Ohio University-
Eastern.

“I certainly iike the idea of
this new (OVAC toumey) for-
mat,” Baker observed. “This
gives the OVAC a chance to
crown a true champion instead

“of depending on some point

system. [ think it’s a win-win
situation because it also helps
prepare you for the (upcoming
sectionals.)”

Numerous lead changes and
frequent deadlocks ruled the
night Monday with Monroe
using a game-ending 8-3 run
to seal the verdict.

A pair of offensive
rebounds gathered in by 5-7
junior guard Karlie Davis
greatly aided the Lady Noles.

smooth Hannah Nelson netied
a game-high 27 tallies, doing
damage both from distance
(four trifectas) and with an
array of inside moves to the
bucket.

Monroe had few answers
for Warriors; senior guard
Casey Frame whose five field
goals were all anthored beyond
the arc. Junior Chelsea Doutt
contributed 13 markers and
sophomore Kaitlyn Wolfe pro-
vided six points off the bench.

Trail moved out to a 15-11
lead after one period and took
a 32-27 lead to the lockerroom
at halftime. “We didn’t do a
very good job attacking their
zone early,” Baker explained,

Jorris returned from the
break and proceeded to fashion
six-of-six shooting. The versa-
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The Lumberjills, mean-
while, are now 10-5 on the
season and will take part in
Thursday’s Class 1-A consola-
tion game at third-seeded
Bridgeport.

The Lady Irish found them-
selves in an early fight, leading
just 16-14 with a shade over
two minutes to go in the open-
ing period. However, they
took the fight over from that
point.

The Lady Irish scored the
final six of the first period to
make it a 22-14 reading at the
quarter and then proceeded to
score 18 of the next 23 to
make it a 40-19 reading and
eventually a 42-23 margin at
the intermission.

The Green got solid contri-
butions from a host of players
in the first half. Sara Wamsley
scored nine points, while
Kristina Velkovich had eight
and Natalie Perzanowski net-

ted seven in the opening half.

“We got contributions from
everyone,” Kapral said.
“There’s not one girl on our
team that you can truly focus
in on because so many people
can score, which is what makes
this team so nice to coach.”

The Lumberjills made a
smal! run in the third quarter
and cut the margin to 15 at 54-
39, but the Belmont Countians
finished with a 8-2 spurt to
make it 62-41 at the third-
quarter break.

Wamsley had eight in the
third, while Velkovich finished
with six in the period. Lesta
Kocher did all she could for
Valley, scoring 14 of her 17 in
the third period.

St. John salted the game
away in the fourth period
thanks to a §12-0 run in the
middle stages.

Wamsley and junior Lauren
Jenkins each had 17 points

each to lead the way for the
Green, Perzanowski and
Velkovich each had 16 in top
support. Kylie Kidder was
relentless defensively and ran
the floor game well, while
Kelly Perzaowski was also a

bear on the defensive end of -

the floor. Justene Delman sup-
plied strong minutes off the
pine, scoring eight points.

St. John held a commanding
35-20 edge on the boards.
Kidder had eight rebounds to

lead the way.

VALLEY (55) — Frye 2, 0-0 5;
Higgenbotham 8, 0-0 16; Ueltschy
2, 0-0 4; Kocher 5, 7-8 17; Shaw 3,
0-0 6; Bucher 1, 3-3 5; Hoyes 0, O-
0 0; Greathouse 1, 0-0 2; Edgell 0,
0-0 0; Totals: 22, 10-11 55. ST.
JOHN (84) — Kidder'1, 2-2 4; N.
Perzanowski 6, 3-4 16; Wamsley 6,
§5-7 17; K. Perzanowski 2, 0-0 4;
Velkovich 7, 2-2 16; Delman 3, 2-2
8; Jenkins 5, 6-8 17; E. L.eMasters
1, 0-0 2; Cadell 0, 0-0 0; Macti 0, 0-
0 0; Totals: 31, 20-25 84.
Three-Point Goals: V — Frye. SJC
— N. Perzanowski, Jenkins.

® Bealisville

Continued from Page B1

the early shooting of Cora Kalinowski.

Rachel Benda added six points to finish the
first quarter as the visitors had a stunning, 20-
16, tead after eight minutes of play.

The second stanza was back-and-forth, with
Headley scoring five early points to put the
Blue Devils ahead, 24-22,

Kalinowski started a 8-3 run that leﬂ the Lady
Bulldogs with a 30-27 edge, but Alexis
Kanzigg followed her own missed free throw
and Brandy Contos went coast-to-coast after a
steal to put the hosts back on top, 31-30.

Moriah Agnew’s soft kiss off the glass off a
nifty feed from Kalinowski gave the Black-and-
Blue a 32-31 nod. However, Savannah Burke
meshed 1-of-2 free throws to knot the count
with 1.3 ticks remaining in the half, and
Headley cashed in 1-of-2 with no time left as
the hosts clinged to a 33-32 advantage at the
break.

Leading 39-37 with 5:35 left in the third
- quarter, Beallsville went on a 14-1 run that
sealed the deal against the outmanned, and
undersized Bulldogs.

] just told them to pick it up and get in gear
and start piaying ball like they are capable of
playing,” Jarrett said of his halftime speech to
his team. “It is hard to beat a team three times,
and they played us tough every game. We knew
we weren’t just going to come in here and just
walk all over them.”

Jarrett did note one huge difference between
the two squads — that being the depth of his
team.

“Qur depth helps us out a little bit where they
didn’t have much depth,” Jarrett continued.

Burke netted. 10 of her 20 points in the third
frame and Headley added 12 of her game-high

26 in the final chapter,

“I couidn’t be any prouder of my team. They
showed up tonight,” said Bridgeport head coach
Ed Metz. “Those five kids played their hearts
out. If we can come with that type of intensity
the next game, then things will be okay.”

He said that if his team could’ve stayed within
single digits in the third quarter, they might
have a chance in the fourth, but that wasn’t in
the Blue Devils’ game plan.

“We just didn’t box out tonight,” Metz added.
*“Then we hit that brick wall.”

Benda led a quartet of double-figure scorers
for the Bulldogs with 18. Kalinowski and
Agnew evenly divided 28 and Stephanie
Bommer finished with 13.

In addition to scoring 26 points, the 5-ft.-11
Headley also grabbed 17 rebounds as the Blue
Devils held a lofty, 71-37, advantage off the
glass. Burke landed 16 boards, while Tori

_Jarrett added a dozen markers and haif as many

rebounds. Latara Arnold also pulled down
seven caroms, while Alexis Kanzigg had five
rebounds off the bench.

one and upped the margin to
36-25 at the break. The teams
played even in the second half.
The Lady Monarchs were
paced by Julie Young who
scored 20 points.
IND CREEK 49,
BROOKE 39

The top-seeded Lady
Redskins broke open a tight
game at the half with a strong
third quarter and went on to
advance to Saturday's QVAC
Class 4-A girls’ basketball
final thanks to a 49-39 victory
over Brooke Monday night in
Wintersville.

The Lady Redskins led §-4
at half and 22-19 at the break,

- but used a 14-8 third quarter

and a 13-12 final chapter to
earn their spot in Saturday
night’s title game against John
Marshall.

Indian Creek was led by Ty
Harris who had 15 points.
Gina Davis scored 13 points in
top support.

Semi-Final

Boxscores

SCC 68, FRONTIER 58
FRONTIER {58) — Kimble 0
0; Hotf 7, 0-0 15; L, Hoff 0, O
Bmegar 3,0-06; K:rkbnde 3
Rinard 8, 1-3 17 Dunn 1,
Chute 1, 1-2 3; Allen 1, D-
Booth 2, ‘4.4 &; Totals: 26 4-5
STEUBENV]LLE CATHOEJC {
— Mamow 1, 0-0 2; Huiten 0,
0; Sawon 0, 3~43 DlPaerna 1-
Petties 8, 4-4 22: Beigel 0, 0
Canella 3. 0-17; Petchal 5, '0-0 10;
Fabian 0, 0-0 0; Shaw 7, 5-7 19;
Totals: 26, 13-18 68.

Threa-Point Goals: F — M. Hoff,
Allen. SCC — Petties (2), Canella.
JM 7%, EDISON 60
EDISON {60) -~ Pollock 2, 0-3 4;
Antigo 7, 2-3 17; Blake 5,'2-3 12;
Smyth 0, 1-2 1; Carson 2, 2-2 6;
Marcus 0, 0-0 0; Kunkle 1, 0-0 2;
McEwen 2, 6-8 10; Noland 2, 4-8 8;
Totals: 21, 17-29 60. JOHN MAR-
SHALL (71} — Young 9, 1-2 20;
Gossett 4, 8-10 17; Brinkman 3, 1-
2 9; Clegg 1, 8-10 10; Talkington 4,
3-4 11; Deel 1, 1-2 3; Gamble 0, O-
0 0; Leach 0, 0-0 0; Totals: 22, 23-

QOQé-
wn2ed

Sty
oo
oniad

Kristin Lallathin added five rebounds, five 354,

assists and four steals,
Bommer finished with 10 boards, while

Benda had six rebounds six steals and five

assists,
Neither team took care of the leather as

Bndée ort had 22 turnovers and Beallsvilie 20.
IDGEPORT {59) — Grandstaff 0 0-1 0; Benda 7
4-8 1B; Kalinowski 6 1-2 14; Bommer 4 5-8 13; Agnew
g 2-5 14 Butier 0 0-0 O; Totals: 23-60 12- 24 59,
BEALLSVILLE (80} — Jarrett 5 2-3'12; Headley 9 8-
13 26; Amoid 2 0-0 4; Lallathin 0 0-0 0 Burke 8 2-4
20; Contos 1 2-2 4; Kanz:gg 301 6; Kaehler 2 0-2 4;
Fraley 0 2-2 2: Garlick 1 0-0 2; Totals: 32-82 16-27 80.
Three-Paint Field Goals: BPT— Kalinowski.

Three-Point Goals: E — Antigo. JM
INDIAN CREEK 49, BROOKE 39
BROOKE (33) — Phillips 3, 34 10;
Cutrone 4, 2-2 10; Martin 3, 3-4 9;
Cline 3, 2-2 8; Mazzella 1, 0-0 2;
Hood 0, 0-0 0; Emmerth 0 0-0 0;
Rodgers 0, 0-0 0; Pearson 0, 0-0 O;
Totals: 14 10-12 39. INDIAN
CREEK (49) — Harris 4, 4-6 15; G.
Davis 5, 2-4 13; Billick 2, 5-8 9; M.
Davis 3, 0-0 7; Kamarec 1, 1-2 3;
Tate 1, 022 Furda 0, 000
Mooreman 0, 00 o; Wende[l 0, 0- 0

0; Totals: 16, 12-22 4
Three-Point Goals: B — Phillips.'IC
— Harris {(3), G. D M. D

UPRGLLEEITIES 101 O IS VI
and a 42-26 deficit. Blatnik
commented, “You can't turn
the ball over like we did
tonight and expect to be in the
ballgame. We got in early foul
trouble and everything just
snowbalied on us.’

Reasbeck emptied his bench
with nearly three minutes to
play in the game and is looking

1, WU & 2Igianil o, U-w 0. 1uials
20, 9-13. ST. CLAIRSVILLE {29) _
Smith 1, 0-1 3; King 1, 0-02;
Cenkus 1, 1-4 3; Holub 1, 0-0
Gordon 0, 0-0 O; Britton t, 0-0
Moulder 3, 0-0 6; Nemeti 0, 0-0
Vivod 3, 2-3 9; Spooner 0, 1-2
Slenski 0, 1-2 1; Toothman 0, 1
1. Totals 11, 5-11.
Three point goals: Martins Ferry (7)
Burch 1, Vinci 3, Coleman 3; St
Clairsville (2) Vwod‘l Smith 1.

3

2;
2;
0
1;

@ Monroe

Continued from Page B1

game against Steubenville
Central scheduled for a 1:00
tipoff at Ohio University-
Eastern.

“1 certainly like the idea of
this new (OVAC tourney) for-
mat,” Baker observed. “This
gives the OVAC a chance to
crown a true champion instead

“of depending on some point

system. I think it’s a win-win
situation because it also helps
prepare you for the (upcoming
sectionals,)”

Numerous lead changes and
frequent deadlocks ruled the
night Monday with Monroe

-using a game-ending 8-3 run

to seal the verdict.

A pair of offensive
rebounds gathered in by 5-7
junior guard Karlie Davis
greatly aided the Lady Noles.
“How huge were those two?”
Baker said of Davis’ retrieves
following missed free throws
by teammates.

With Monroe a 68-64
leader, Davis drained a pair of
game-clinching free throws
with 20 seconds to play. She
was one of four Monroe play-
ers to produce double digit out-
puts.

Mainstay Taylor Jorris reg-
istered a team-leading 23 tal-
Ties. There isn’t & harder-work-
ing player in the valley than
the Lady Noles senior who
cashed in ali seven of her sec-
ond half field goal attempts.

Davis donated 13 points as
did teammates Aleisha Guiler
and Alex Kuhn. The talented
Guiler also grabbed a game-
leading eight rebounds. Kuhn,
locking nothing at all like an
inexperienced freshman,
heaved home a trio of three-
pointers and was perfect on
four free throw tries.

Baker also received another

solid night’s work from senior

Morgen Ramage who deliv-
ered eight points and five
rebounds,

In defeat Trail’s silk

smooth Hannah Nelson netted
a game-high 27 tallies, doing
damage both from distance
(four trifectas) and with an
array of inside moves to the

bucket, :

Monroe had few answers
for Warriors; senior guard
Casey Frame whose five field
goals were all authored beyond
the arc. Junior Chelsea Doutt
contributed 13 markers and
sophomore Kaitlyn Wolfe pro-
vided six points off the bench.

Trail moved out fo a 15-11
lead after one period and tock
a 32-27 lead to the lockerroom
at halftime. “We didn’t do a
very good job attacking their
zone early,” Baker explained.

Jorris returned from the
break and proceeded to fashion
six-of-six shooting. The versa-
tile 5-10 senior was relentless
undemeath the hoop but atso
twice dialed long distance en
route to a 14-point period that
helped Monroe earn a 48-48 -
knot at the final stop.

Trail finished 18 of 48
from the perimeter. Nelson
nabbed six of her team’s 24
rebounds. The Lady warriors
were charted for eight
turnovers. Lineback’s now
13-6 squad is slated to host
Frontier in a Wednesday
nighter at Old Washington.

Monroe Central totaled 23
rebounds and was guilty of

eightuglveawa ys.

CKEYE THAIL (64) —
Abrams 0, 0-0 0; Bates 0, 0-0 0;
Frame, Court. 0, 0-0 0; Alt 1, 0-23;
Wolfe 1, 4-5 8; Doult 3, 5-5 13;
Frame, Cas. 5, 0-0 15; Nelson 8, 7-
8 27. Totals — 18, 16-20. MON-
ROE CENTRAL (72) — LaFallette -
0, 0-0 D; Lafferree 1, 0-0 2;
Ramage 3, 2-5 8; Kuhn 3, 4-4 13;
Davis 5, 2-2 13; Guiler 6, 1-5 13;
Jorris 8, 3-5 23. Totals — 27, 12-

21.

Three-point goals. Buckeye
Trail — Cas. Frame (5),"Nelson
(4), Doutt (2), Alt. Monroe Central
— Kuhn (3}, Jorris (2}, Davis.

Gibson may be reached at: rgib-

son@timesleaderonline.com
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Barnesville claims
Class AAA ftitle

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register

The stories surrounding the
Barnesville Shamrocks are
countiless. -

Maybe it's the fact that they
were down by double digits in
the regular-season finale and
needed a late trey (o cap the
comeback and advance to the
championship bracket of the
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Bas-
kethali C%'Aamplonshi .

Or was it the fact that once
they pot into the tournament
they found themselves on the
road at a strong Wheeling Cen-
trat outfit. Check that off the list

And then Saturday at Chio
University Eastern, the Sham-
rocks capped their amazing run
in the inaugural OVAC Basket-
ball Championship with an
impressive 50-33 victory
against top-seeded Martin's
Fen'{lin the Class AAA finale.

“‘Hats off to the OVAC for
coming up with this idea.”” said
a smiling Barnesville coach
Jamie nter, who knows his
team would have been third and
gotten nothing in last year’s for-
mat. *“The fast couple of weeks
have been a wild ride, but the
girls never quit on me even
when we wenl through a tough
stréfch.”

For its efforts, Barnesville
will make more room on its
already jam-packed walls and
trophy cases for the OVAC title
that the Shamrocks are bringing
back to western Belmont Coun-

ty.

While there are already 70
OVAC titles housed in Bar-
nesville, this is the first title in
the sport of basketball in either
boys or girls.

“Before we left (for QUE)
today, we took a walk around
our gym and looked at all of the
banners that hung there and
wanted to hang our own,” Car-
penter said.

Senior Chelsey Keylor —
who scored only seven points in

game — is the Shamnrocks’
leader on and off the floor.

““This win is for our entir

onbanl and b aoadl -

Photo by Joel Juseph

- Martins Ferry’s Courtney Coleman, right, looks to shoot as

Barnesville’s Aliie Doan defends during Saturday’s game.

ers coach Dave Reasbeck
konows there is still basketball to
be played and he also knows
when next year's OVAC Tour-
nament rolls around, he’ll have
all but one of his players back.
“*Give Bamesville all of the
credit,”” Reasbeck said, *‘T did-
n’t think seven seniors com-
pared to one senior would make
that much of a difference, but it
did because we had a deer in the
headlights look early in the
game, but it's okay because
we've got the tournament com-
ing up and we want to get back

* here next year and try it again.”

The Shamrocks came out and
took the game to the Purple Rid-
ers, jumping to a 9-0 lead
before Courtney Coleman
buried a 3 more than halfway
into the first period.

Behind seven points from
Allie Doan, the Shamrocks took
command with a 12-3 first
quarter.

*‘l ate my Wheaties this
morning,”” Doan joked during
the Fposl—game press conference.

erry — which shot an ice-
cold 3 of 30 from 2-point range
— cut into the deficit with a
15-13 secand period, making it
a 25-18 reading at the break.

Lacey Neavin hit two treys
for the Purple, while Mégan
Phillips came into the game for
the injured Erica Welch and

goals. I think I just want to
throw. them away and hope it
was a fluke.””

The Shamrocks finished the
deal with a 16-12 fourth peri-
od. Doan was again the go-to-
person with seven more points.
All told, Doan led the way for
Barnesville with 16 points.

Phillips came off the bench -
lo score 12 points, including a
trio of treys. She hit a pair of
dagger treys in the second half
just when it seemed as if the
Riders were about to make a
Tun.

“*“Megan really stepped up
and played well," arpenter
said. ‘‘Megan’s come up big
for us the last two weeks.”

Coming into the game, one
of the more unheraided players
for Barnesville was senior
Leah Bettinger and all she did
was score 10 points and block
seven shots,

“*Bettinger was the differ-
ence inside,”” Reasbeck said.
“‘She’s their Shae Moreland
and we knew that coming in.”’

Martins Ferry was led by
Neavin who finished with 13
points while Colernan added 12,

Barnesville held a com-
manding 32-18 edge on the
boards. Doan and Bettinger
went for eight and seven,
respectively to lead the Rocks.
Coleman had <it ta nara Farrs

Monroe Central

captures first

girls’ championship
By SETH STASKEY

For the News-Register
This just in, the Monroe

Central Lady Seminoles are |

for real.

Another thing that people
had better take note of, the
Seminoles can flat-out shoot
it.

They displayed all of their
skills Saturday afternoon at
the inauiuml Wheeling Hospi-
tal OVAC Girls Basketbal]
Chumpionsh}zp at the Health
and Physical Education Center
at Ohjo University-Eastern.

The Seminoles — the sec-
ond seed in the Class AA tour-
nament — took care of top-
seeded Steubenville Catholic
by a 66-39 count to win the
school’s first-ever girls’ bas-
ketball conference title.

**This has been a great
event and it’s even greater that
we were able to win,"” Monroe
Central coach Troy Baker
said. *‘It’s been a great experi-
ence for everyone involved,
and we're just thrilled to death
to be the champions,™

While Monroe Central is
vasking in the glory of its title,
the Steubenville Catholic Cru-
saders were left to do nothing,
but shake their heads,

““We had a chance to see
Monrce Central once and then
on tape, but this was by the far
the best I'd seen them play in
the now three times,”’
Steubenville Catholi¢ coach
Kevin Barr said. *‘They shot
the ball well and my hat’s off
to Monroe for their perform-
ance.”’

It was pointed out to Barr
after the game that had the
tournament systemn not been in
place, his team would be mak-
Ing preparations to hoist the
banner. However that did
nothing to sway Barr’s opin-
ion on the event.

**Before this it was just a
paper champion,’” Barr said.

‘We like this event and this is
the way a championship
should be decided and that’s
on the court,”’

The Seminoles could have
played with about anyone
regardless of size and seed
when they shoot the ball like
they did on the OUE count,

Mnnmea Cantral Fpoclrad

& Stenbenville Catholic’s

down 18 of 36 shots from the
floor and 6 of 12 from behind
the arc.

*‘If Monroe shoots the ball
well, they have a chance to go
a long way in the (sectional)
tournament,” Barr revealed.

The shooting was some-
thing that didn’t surprise
Baker.

*“We've shot the bal] well
from the perimeter all sea-
son,” Baker said. “*We aver-
age close to 50 percent from
the floor for the season.'

Included in the shooting
performance was the individ-
ual effort of Karlie Davis who
canned five treys in the first
half, including one at the hom,
which pushed the Lady Semi-
noles’ advantage to 37-26 at
the break.

**“When I feel it, I shoot it,”*
Davis said matter of factly.
"My teammates did a good
job of getting me the ball and I
{cnocked down some shots.””’

‘*That shot was huge,”’
Baker said of Davis’ bomb.
“It’s definitely a lot better to
be up 11 and I think we closed
the half with the last seven
points,”

The Crusaders made a run
in the early moments of the
second halt, but after a quick
timeout from Baker, the Semi-
noles took the game over for
good.

““We used a lot of energy at
that point, and give Monroe

rrodit amain hanaana IS T,

Seminoles are for Real

Photo hyJDEiJ
Monroe Central’s Ta%lor Jorris (23) dribbles around

mily Canella on Saturday.

called the time out and just
took the game over from
there,”” Barr said.

The Seminoles outscored
Steubenville Catholic by a 29-
13 count in the second half,

While Davis’ shooting stole
some of the show, not lost in
the shuffle was the play of
Junior forward Aleisha Guiler
who scored 23 points and had
eight rebounds and four steals,

Guiler scored 12 of those
R;Jints in the first half when

onroe Central built its work-
ing margin,

Davis finished with a pame-
high 24 points,

e Seminoles also did the
job on the defensive end, lim-
tting all-state candidate Ginny
Petties to just one field goal
and only six points.

I don’t know if it was as
much what we did or Ginny
having an off night,”” Baker.
said.

Senior Katie DiPiero led the
Crusaders with 14 points.
Emily Canella added nine,

Monroe Central held a 25-
18 edge on the Jg]ass.

n [ ]

OVAC Class AA Championships
Monros Cantral 68,
Steubenville Cathoflc 39

M— Kuhn 1 1-2 3; Guiler 10 3-4 23;
Laffarra 0 0-0 0; O.Guiler 0 0-0 0; Davis
7 5-5 24; LaFolstta 1 0-0 2; Ramage 2 3-
57 Jroris 2 0-0 5; Parks 0 0-0 0; Parden
0 0-0 0; Marshali 1 0-0 2; Dimmarling 0
0-0 0; Totals: 24 12-16 68.

S — Marmmow 0 §-0 ¢; Huttan 0 6-0 0;
Sawon 2 0-0 4; DiPiero & 0-0 14; Pettiss
14-45; canella 2 3-4 9; Patchal Z 0-0 4;

Shaw 0 2-4 2; Totals: 13 9-12 39.
3-Point Goals: Davia 5, Jorrls: DiPiara
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Barnesville claims
Class AAA title

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register

The stories surrounding the
Barnesville Shamrocks are
countless. -

Maybe it’s the fact that they
were down by double digits in
the regular-season finale and
needed a late trey to cap the
comeback and advance to the
championship bracket of the
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Bas-
ketball Championship.

Or was it the fact that once
they got into the tournament
they found themselves on the
road at a strong Wheeling Cen-
tral outfit. Check that off the list.

And then Saturday at Ohio
University Eastern, the Sham-
rocks capped their amazing run
in the inaugural OVAC Basket-
ball Championship with an
impressive 50-33 victory
against top-seeded Martins
Ferry in the Class AAA finale.

“*Hats off to the OVAC for
coming up with this idea,” said
a smiling Barnesville coach
Jamie nter, who knows his
teamn would have been third and
goiten nothing in last year’s for-
mat. *“The last couple of weeks
have been a wild ride, but the
girls never quit on me even
when we went through a tough
stretch.””

For its efforts, Barnesville
will make more room on its
already jam-packed walls and
trophy cases for the OVAC title
that the Shamrocks are bringing
back to western Betmont Coun-

ty.

While there are already 70
OVAC titles housed 1n Bar-
nesville, this is the first title in
the sport of basketball in either
boys or girls.

*‘Befare we left (for OUE)
today, we took a walk around
our gym and looked at all of the
banners that hung there and
wanted to hang our own,” Car-
penter said.

Senior Chelsey Keylor —
who scored only seven points in
the game — is the Shamrocks’
leader on and off the floor.

*“This win is for our entire

school and the entire comumuni- -

ty of Barnesville,”” she pro-
claimed during the press confer-
ence. ‘‘Once we qualified for
this the way we did, I think we
just felt like we were destined (o
win. 1 had an off night, but
we’ve got four ather girls on the
floor and they stepped it up.™
While Lady Riders are disa
pointed about the outcome, Rid-

ers coach Dave Reasbeck
knows there is still basketball to
be played and he also knows
when next year’s OVAC Tour-
nament rolls around, he’ll have
all but one of his players back.

“*Give Barnesville all of the
credit,” Reasbeck said. “I did-
n’t think seven seniors com-
jpared to one senior would make
that much of a difference, but it
did because we had a deer in the
headlights look early in the
game, but it’s okay because
we've got the tournament com-
ing up and we want to get back
here next year and try it again.”

The Shamrocks came out and
took the game to the Purple Rid-
ers, jumping to a 9-0 lead
before Courtney Coleman
puried a 3 more than halfway
into the first period.

Behind seven points from
Allie Doan, the Sharnrocks took
command with a 12-3 first
quarter.

I ate my Wheaties this
moming,” Doan joked during
the Fpost—gamc press canference.

erry — which shot an ice-

cald 3 'of 30 from 2-point range
— cut into the deficit with a
15-13 second period, making it
a25-18 reading at the break.

Lacey Neavin hit two treys
for the Purple, while Megan
Phillips came into the game for
the injured Erica Welch and
connected on a trey as well to
keep the Riders at bay.

Martins Ferry went cold
again in the third period and
watched the Shamrocks take
total control with a 9-3 period.

““The third quarter has been a
problem for us all season,”’
Reasbeck said. “‘We shot some-
thing like 9 of 49 from the floor
and the seventh person had five

: Photo by Joel Joseph
Martins Ferry’s Courtney Coleman, right, looks to shoot as
Barnesville’s Allie Doan defends during Saturday’s game.

goals. T think I just want to
throw them away and hope it
was a fluke.”’

The Shamrocks finished the
deal with a 16-12 fourth peri-
od. Doan was again the go-to-
person with seven more points.
All told, Doan led the way for
Barnesville with 16 points.

Phillips came off the bench
to score 12 points, including a
trio of treys. She hit a pair of
dagger treys in the second half
just when it seemed as if the
Riders were about to make a

mn.

**‘Megan really stepped up
and played well,’” Carpenter
said. “*Megan’s come up big
for us the last two weeks.”’

Coming into the game, one
of the more unheralded players
for Barug:swlle was senior
Leah Bettinger and all she did
was score 10 points and block
seven shots. .

‘‘Bettinger was the differ-
ence inside,”’ Reasbeck said.
“She’s their Shae Moreland
and we knew that cormer:ig in.”

Martins Ferry was led by
Neavin who finished with 13
points while Coleman added 12.

Barnesville held a com-
manding 32-18 edge on the
boards. Doan and Bettinger
went for eight and seven,
respectively to lead the Rocks.
Coleman bad six to pace Ferry.

| & N
QOVAC Class AAA Chnmplnmh!g
Barnssvilla 50, Martins 3

B — Kemp 2 0-0 &; Philllps 4 1-2 12;
Bahraer 0 0-0 0; J.Miller 0 0-0 0; Keylor 3
0-0 7; Welch 0 0-0 0; Doan 7 2-2 18;
Maora @ 8-0 0; S Phillips 0 0-0 6; M.Miller
0 00 0; Hines D 0-0 §; Bettingar 5 0-0 10;
totals: 21 34 50.

M — Burch 1 0-0 3; Vinci 10-03; wné;m
0 00 0; Colaman 2 7-8-12; Chambliss ¢ 0-
0 0; Frohapfal 0 2.2 2; Lucas 00-0 0; Pam-
phliss 0 0-0 0; Neavin 5 0-0 13; Marsland
000 0; Totals: 8 9-10 33,

3-Point Goals: Phillipa 3, Kemp, Kaylor;
Naavin 3, Burch, Vinci, Coleman

captures 1irst
girls’ championship

By SETH STASKEY

For the News-Register

This just in, the Monroe
Central Lady Seminoles are
for real.

Another thing that people
had better take note of, the
Seminoles can flat-out shoot
it.

They displayed all of their
skills Saturday afternoon at
the inaugural Wheeling Hospi-
tal OVAC Girls Basketball
Championship at the Health
and Physical Education Center
at Ohio University-Eastern.

The Seminoles — the sec-
ond seed in the Class AA tour-
nament — took care of top-
seeded Steubenville Cathohc
by a 66-39 count to win the
school’s first-ever girls® bas-
ketball conference title.

““This has been a great
event and it’s even greater that
we were able to win,”* Monroe
Central coach Troy Baker
said. “‘It’s been a great experi-
ence for everyone involved,
and we’re just thrilled to death
to be the champions.”

While Monroe Central is
vasking in the glory of its title,
the Stenbenville Catholic Cru-
saders were left to do nothing,
but shake their heads.

““We had a chance to see
Monroe Central once and then
on tape, but this was by the far
the best I'd seen them play in
the now three times,”’
Steubenville Catholic coach
Kevin Barr said. “*They shot
the ball well and my hat’s off
to Monroe for their perform-
ance.’’

It was pointed out to Barr
after the game that had the
tournament system not been in

lace, his team would be mak-
ing preparations to hoist the
banner. However that did
nothing 1o sway Barr's opin-
ion on the event.

**Before this it was just a
paper champiou,” Barr said.

e like this event and this is
the way a championship
should be decided and that’s
on the court.”’

The Seminoles could have
played with about anyone
regardless of size and seed
when they shoot the ball like
they did on the OUE court.

Monroe Ceniral knocked

Photo by Joel Jospeh

Monroe Central’s Taylor Jorris (23) dribbles around
Steubenville Catholic’s Emily Canella on Saturday.

down 18 of 36 shots from the
floor and 6 of 12 from behind
the arc.

“If Monroe shoots the ball
well, they have a chance to go
a long way in the (sectional)
tournament,”” Barr revealed.

The shooting was some-
thing that didn’t surprise
Baker.

““We've shot the ball well
from the perimeter all sea-
son,”” Baker said. ‘*“We aver-
age close to 50 percent from
the floor for the season.”’

Included in the shooting
performance was the individ-
ual effort of Karlie Davis who
canned five treys in the first
half, including one at the hom,
which pushed the Lady Semi-
noles’ advantage to 37-26 at
the break.

“‘When I feel it, I shoot it,”’
Davis said matter of factly.
“My teammates did a good
job of getting me the ball and I

ocked down some shots.”

“*That shot was huge,”’
Baker said of Davis® bomb.
“It’s definitely a lot befter to
be up 11 and I think we closed
the half with the last seven
points.”’

The Crusaders made a run
in the ear]?/ moments of the
second half, but after a quick
timeout from Baker, the Semi-
noles took the game over for
good.
*“We used a lot of energy at
that point, and give Monroe
credit again because they

called the time out and just
took the game over from
there,”” Barr said.

The Seminoles outscored
Steubenville Catholic by a 29-
13 count in the second half.

While Davis’ shooting stole
some of the show, not lost in
the shuffle was the play of
junior forward Aleisha Guiler
who scored 23 points and had
eight rebounds and four steals.

Guiler scored 12 of those

oints in the first half when

onroe Central built its work-
ing margin,

Davis finished with a game-
high 24 points. ‘

The Seminoles also did the
job on the defensive end, lim-
iting all-state candidate Ginny
Petties to just one field goal
and only six points.

1 don’t know if it was as
much what we did or Ginny
having an off night,”” Baker.
said,

Senior Katie DiPiero led the
Crusaders with 14 points.
Emily Canella added pine.

Monroe Central held a 25-
18 edge on the glass.

EEda
OVA i
c &::‘ m;:A Chnmpéansh o
Steubenviila Cathoflc 39

M— Kuhn 1 1-2 3; Guiler 10 3-4 23;
Lafferra 0 0-0 0; O.Guiler 0 0-0 0; Davis
7 58 24; LaFaletta 1 0-0 2; Ramege 2 3-
5 7; Jraris 2 0-0 5; Parks 0 0-0 0; Parden-
o 00 &; Marshall 1 00 2; Dimmerling &
0-0 0; Totals: 24 12-16 66.

5 — Marrow 0 0-0 0; Hutton 0 00 O;
Sawnon 2 0-0 4; DiPiero 6 0-0 14; Petties
1 4-4 5; canelln 2 34 9; Patchal 2 00 4;
Shaw 0 2-4 2; Totals: 139-12 33,

3-Poimt Goals: Davia 5, Jorrig; Difiero
2,Canella 2.




St. John Wins Third in a Row

Kapral: You have to
play the games to
determine a champ

By KIM NORTH

For the News-Register

It was only fitting that the
girls’ basketball team with the
most Ohio Valley Athletic Con-
ference championships was the
first of four crowned on the
court Suturdag'.

Bellaire 5t. john its 14th
Class A title early Saturday
morning with a 71-65 come-
from-behind victory against
Beallsville in the inaugural
Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Championships at a spacious
Ohio University-Eastern venue
in St. Clairsville. .

The victory raises the Fight-
ing Irish to 18-2 on the season
and avenges one of their two
regular-season setbacks, that
being an 82-75 verdict to the
Blue Devils (14-6) in early Jan-
uary at Bellaire.

*“This is different,” St. John
coach Bubba Kapral said,
“We've won the last two and
more than anyone else, but this
one is different becanse we won
it on the court. You have to play
these es on the court.

**Playing Beallsville also
made. it different because we
had split with them. This the
way to do it. You have to play
the games to determine a league
champion.™

St. John's only other loss
may have had something to do
with Saturday’s outcome as the
Irish saw Class AAA tourna-
ment champ Barnesville rally
from 14 down Wednesday night
to post a 72-71 nod.

“You know, that loss might
have been a blessing in dis-
guise.”” added Kapral, who has
now won eight OVAC girls
titles in his 14 years at St. John,

“*We knew what to expect
from them,’” Beallsville coach
Terry Jarrett said. ‘*“We missed
some shots that we usually
make and our free throw shoot-
ing wasn’t what we usually
shot. But, hey, they're a great
team and hopefully we’ll see
them down the road.””

Beallsville, which entered the
contest as the No. 2 seed and
routed Bridgeport (80-59) in
the semifinals, used a strong
first-half showing by senior
Savannah Burke to take a 15-12
advantage afier one period.

When the 5-foot-11 Burke
banked home a basket at the
3:56 mark of the second period,
Beallsville had increased 1ts lead
to 10,27-17.

However, the top-seeded
Irish weren't about to fgive up as
they turned up the futl-court

ressure defense a notch or two.

he defensive pressure forced
the Blue Devils into several
turnovers which led to easy bas-
kets.

Seniors Sara Wamsley and
Kylie Kidder ignited a 12-0 run
that saw all five SIC starters
score to put the designated hosts
ahead, 29-27, with 21 seconds
left in the opening half.

Wamsley started the run with
an inside basket and Kelly
Perzanowski scored on a layup
after chartinF a steal, Kidder,
who was plagued with foul
trouble for the most part, fol-
lowed up a missed shot and then
converted a layup after stealing
the ball. Natalie Perzanowski
meshed a pair of free throws to
koot the game, and Kristina
Velkovich
the Irish the lead.

Burke’s two charity tosses
evened the count and a strong
inside move by Alyssa Headley
put the Blue Devils back on top,
31-29. After Beallsville had
taken a 33-30 eclége, Wamsley
hit a foul shot and then cashed
in a 2-pointer with nine seconds
remaining to forge a tie at the
break.

““There was no sense of
urgency at halftime,”” Kapral
said. **There was no yeiling or
screaming. We knew that we
hadn’t played our best, and yet
we were tied.” '

The two rivals, who could
meet once again in the upcom-
ing sectional tournament, traded
points for most of the third peri-
od, but the Irish took the lead
for good when Natalie
Perzanowski’s second 3 at 3:27
snapped a 46-all deadlock.

s inside basket gave-

the period on an 8-2 run to lead,
54-48, with 8 minutes left to
play.

A quick 6-2 burst to start the
final chapter bumped the count
to 10 at 60-50, and the Irish
used some timely free throw
shooting down the stretch for
their third straight OVAC
CIOWIL

After Beallsville had pulled to
within four, 64-60, Natalie
Perzanowski meshed three char-
ity tosses and Justene Delman
converted both of her attempts.

*“These girls are battle test-
ed,’”” Kapral continued.

*“They have been there before
and have always risen to the
top."”

Most of the pre-game talk
centered on how St. John was
going to stop the 1-2 inside
punch of the Blue Devils’ Burke
and Headley, Wamsley and
Velkovich held their own, and
then some.

While Burke scored a game-
high 27 and added 10
rebounds and Headley had 17
Bgints and a game-high 13

ards, the Irish duo combined

for 31 points and 23 rebounds. .

Wamsley had 25 points and
11 rebounds, while Velkovich
added just six points, but pulled
down a dozen missed shois.
Kidder was charted with five
steals, while Natalie Perzanows-
ki added 17 points, four steals
and four assists.

Tori Jarrett also reached dou-

“ble figures for the Blue Devils

with 11 points.

Beallsville turned the ball
over 21 times, six more the St.
John.

The two teams are back in
action Saturday in Chio Divi-
sion IV Sectional Tournament
action at Union Local High
School. Beallsville tangles with
Shadyside at 1 p.m., while St.
John faces River at 7 p.m,

RN
OVAC Class A Championship
Ballaire 5¢. John 71, Haallsvilie 64

Bo — Headlay 7 3-4 17; Jarrant 4 1-2
11; Burke 9 9-14 27; Amold 1 1-5 3; Lal-
lathin 1 3-6 &; Fralay 0 0-0 0; Contos 16~
G 2; Totals: 23-47 17-31 65.

B5J — N.Parzanowskl 4 7-8 17;
K.Parzanowski 3 0-0 8; Wasmley 10 58
25; Kidder 2 1-4 5; Valkovich 3 0-0 6;
Delman 3 2-3 B; Jonkins 2 0-0 4; Totals:
27-7715-23 71,

3-Point Goais: Jarrett 2, N.Parzanowskl

t. John Central closed out 2

At The Finals . . .

University
Eastern
Campus

One Lucky Fan Will Have The Chance To Win 25,000 Courtesy of

THE HEALTH PLAN

2008 Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball Championships
Schedule/Media Coverage

Girls' Finals* — Television Replay Schedule

A - 10;00am - Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI - Monday, Feb. 4 at 7:00pm

A& - 1:00pm - Tape-Delay on Comcast FY) - Tussday, Feb. 5 at 7:00pm
AAA - 4:00pm - Tape-Delay on Comeast FYI - Wednesday, Feb. & at 7.00pm
AAAA - T:00pm - Taps-Delay on Comcast FY1 - Thursday, Feb. 7 at 7.00pm

Boys' Semlfinals — Tues., Feb. 5 - played on the home courts of the higher seeds

Boys' Finals® - Sat,, Feb. 9 - OUE - all games live on AM 1600 WKKX / www.wklkx.com
A-10:00am - Taps-Delay on Comeast FY1 - Manday, Feb. 11 at 7:00pm
AA - 1:00pm - Tape-Delay on Comeast FYI - Tuesday, Feb. 12 at 7:00pm
AAA - 4:00pm - Tape-Delay on Comeast FY1 - Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 7.00pm
AAAA - 7:00pm - Tape-Delay on Comeast FYI - Thursday, Feb, 14 at 7:00pm

* Replays of the Finals will also be avaiable fo be seen on Comcast’s Video On Demand service.
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T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH

MONROE CENTRAL captured the Wheeling Hospital Ohio Valiey Athletic Conference
Class AA girls' basketball championship Saturday with a 66-39 win over Steubenville
Catholic. Additional images can be found at cu.timesleaderoniine.com

® Monroe

Continued from Page C1

the court,”™

The Lady Seminoles could
have played with about anyone
regardless of size and seed
when they shoot the ball like
they did on the OUE court,

The Lady Seminoles
knocked down 18-0f-36 shots
from the MNoor and six-of-12
from behind the are,

“If Monroe shoots the ball
well, they have a chance to go
a long way in the (sectional)
tournament.” Barr revealed,

The shooting was some-
thing that didn’t surprise
Baker.

“We've shot the ball well
from the perimeter ail-season,”
Baker said. “We average close
to 50 percent from the floor
for the season.”

Included in the shooting
performance was the individ-
ual effort of Karlie Davis who
canned five treys in the first
half, including cne at the homn,
which pushed the Lady
Seminole advantage to 37-26
at the break,

“When I feel it, | shoot it,”
Davis said matter of factly.
“My teammates did a good job

of getting me the ball and I
knocked down some shots.”

“That shot was huge,”
Baker said of Davis’ homb.
“It’s definitely a lol better to
be up 11 and [ think we closed
the half with the last seven
points.™

The Lady Crusaders made a
run in the early moments of the
second half, but after a quick
timeout from Baker, the Lady
Seminoles took the game over
for pood.

“We used o lot of energy at
thal point. and give Monroe
credit again because Lhey
called the time out and just
took the game over from
there.” Baorr said.

The Lady Seminoles
ouiscored Sicubenville
Catholic by 2 20-13 count in
the second half.

While Davis® shooting stole
some of the show. nol lost in
the shuffle was the play of jun-
ior forward Aleshiz Guiler
who scored 23 points and had
eight rebounds and four steals.

Guiler scored 12 of those
points in the first half when the
Lady Seminoles buili their

working margin,

Davis finished with a game-
high 24 points. :

The Lady Seminoles ilso
did the job on the delensive
end, limiting all-state candi-
date Ginny Petties 1o just one
field goal and only six points,

“T don’t know if it was as
much what we did or Ginny
having an off night.” Baker
sajd.

Senior Kalie DiPiero led the
Lady Crusaders with 14
points, Emily Canella added
nine.

Monroe Centry] held a 25-
18 edge on the glass.

Scoring:

Whaellng Hospital DVAC
Class AA Championship
MONROE CENTRAL 66,

STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIC 39

MONRGE CENTRAL (66) — Kuhn
1, 1-2 3; Guiler 10, 3-4 23; Lalfarre 0, 0-
0 6: O. Guiler 0, 0-0 0. Davls 7, 5.5 24-
LaFolleite 1, 0-0 2; Ramage 2, 3-5 7
Jorris 2, 0-0 5; Parks 0, 0-0 0: Parden 0
0-0 0; Marshall 1, 0-0 2; Dimmeriing 0,
0-0 0; Totals: 24, 12-16 64.
STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIC (39) —
Marraw 0, D-G G: Huttan 0, 0-0 0; Sawan
2, 0-0 4:DiPiera 6, (-0 14; Pelfies 1, 4-4
G; Canslia 2, 3-4 9; Pelchal 2, 0-C 4;
Shaw 0, 2-4 2; Totals: 13, 9-12 39

Thrae-Point Field Goals: MC —
Davis (5), Joria, SCC — DiPiero (2).
Canella {2}.

——
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OVAC GIRLS B'ASKETBALL

ST. JOHN
FIGHTING IRISH

PICTURED IS the 2007—08 St. John Lady lrish Basketball Team. Sitting in front, from
left, are Andrea Timko, Justene Delman and Kelly Perzanowski. Kneeling, from left,
Ellie Lemasters, Kylie Kidder, Natalle Perzanowski and Andrea Lemasters. Standing, in
back, from left are, Jacque "Flowsers, Alexa Macri, Sara Wamsley, Lauren Jenkins,
Kristina Velkavich, Kylee Caddell, Emily Hawthorne and head coach Bubba Kapral.

Absent was Jordan Nickerson.
3 GO IRISH! Midei Food
& Fuel

Tiltonsville, Ohio

740-859-9926
Brilliant, Ohio

PHONE
(740) 676-9015

THE ROOSEVELT

-HOME MADE PASTA

OUR SPECIALTY 740-598-3864
. GOOD LUCK LADY IRISH
3175 UNION STREET, BELLAIRE, OH 43906 BASKETBALL TEAM!

Good Lick
Fighting Irish!

BELLAIRE|
LEGION

Ray DeGenova, Agent
-3871 Central Avenue,
Shadyside, OH 43947
‘Offlce: 740-676-1631

INSURANCE
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Top seeds set to
‘meet In Class 1-A

= St. John, Beallsville meet in Saturday’s-opener

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

When the season began
" more than two months ago and

folks looked at
matchups for the championship
games of the Wheeling
Hospital OVAC Basketball

_ ‘Championship the St. John and

Beallsville girls were the two
teams most mentioned.

Now that the championship
games are & little less than 24

possible be

schools left standing after a rig-
orous regular season chase for
the top four and Monday's
semi-final games are exactly
the two most thought it would

The Class 1-A title game
between top-seeded St John
and second-seeded Beallsville
kick off a full day of champi-
onship hoop action when they
meet at 10 a.m, in the first of
four pames at Ohio University-
Eastern.

The Lady Irish and Lady

hours away, the two small

Blue Devils will meet for the
/| third time when they lace up
;| Saturday. Each won on the
_A-i other’s court. St. John was a
] 75-68 victor in Monroe
t't. =l County, while the Lady Blue
Burke See, 1-A, Page 3
L m leM,, :are‘s-“ é:.l’éi{shﬁ'g WHAT'S INSIDE
| Quiler:. (Manroe - Central), -
|and: dulfa {4) and Class 2-A............... 5
%grria Ta!i;a!ﬂ ohil (44). Class 3-A............... 8
Tow, from left. are Chalsay Class 4-A.............. 12
‘Kaylor {Barnesvllla},;
Gourtney ' Coleman
(Martins. FerrY For Vo
czgg?gn Bi&lick ndian Hors For You
um;wemynmﬁrid 1.800.624.6961
heaithpisn.org

SAVE-RITE PHARMACY

UR PREGCRIPTION STORE IN BELLAIRE"

Phone 676-3433

Phil Pata I1, Pharmacist ¢ Phil Pata, Pharmacist

10 DISCOUNT
ON PRESCRIPTIONS LUCK
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS IRISH'

We handle all third p prescriptions.
3235 Belmont Street Ilalre, Ohilo

| POST 52

- 78-12th Streat, Board of Trade Building [ -
' ll a s I Whealing, WY 26003 S S%I ell?lg:g
; Phone: 304/232-1633
@ Financial Partners ol Free: s66-625-0584 car'v ﬂl.lt
VINCENT R. GALLAGHER, BONNIE L. ZAGULA, N
MATTHEW E. ZAGULA, JOHN P. LARCH 401 Main St.
TOTAL FINANCIAL PLANNING AND WEALTH Bridgeport, Ohio
, MANAGEMENT
e i et | 740-635-9910
Parrers Gor. the pvent o f NPE G o oY Y et el f ) oo 4 Tuck Irisht

68210 Belmont Avenue » Bridgeport, Ohlo 43912
(740) 635-3064 « (740) 635-1153 » FAX (740) 635-1511

l. J.J.C. & SONS EXCAVATING-
Il. E-Z CAR WASH
lll. DOUBLE J LAUNDROMAT
V. MINI STORAGE RENTAL
V. TANNING CENTER




OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL

Let’s Meet

The Teams

ST. JOHH CENTRAL
No. Gr, K. Pos.
00 Andrea LeMasters 0 57T F
1 Kyba KGdder 12 56 G
2 Kylee Caddell 10 58 F
k] 12 56 G
4 Justare Deiman 11 56 G
10 Lauren Jenkins " 51 F
1 Alsxa Macr 56 F
12 Krislina Velovich 1260C
13 Andrea Timko B 57 G
15 Haly Parzanowsk i0 55 G
25 Sara Wamsiay 12 50 F
M Jacque Flowens 10556
41 Efie LeMasters f 50 G
43 Jordan Nickersan 5 566
44 Emdy Hawlhame 56 G

g
Head Coach: Robart "Bubba" Kapral
Assistan] Coaches: Jim Murad, Mik Murad-Clegg and
Dr. Jamy Liberatore.
Alhletic [Hrector: Donnia Mumray
Principal: Marc Kajlez

-
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FIGGY’S
FUEL MART

OPEN Mon. thru Fri. 7 AM. -9 BM,
Sat, & Sun. B AM. -9 PM,

FIGURSKI'S “For All Ocrasions”
CATERING 546-3703

HEALTH PLAN P
Hare For You

1.800.024.0081"
haaithplan.org

Log on to

* Stay Connected to the
s Qytplde wWorld

-
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® 1-A

Continued from Page 2

Devils returned the favor in
Bellaire early last month by
viriue of a 82-75 count.

“Even if we would have
won the title under the old for-
mat, there would have still been
some doubt since we split dur-
ing the regular season, so fair is
fair,” said Lady Irish head
coach Bubba Kapral who owns
seven OVAC Girls Hoop titles
already in his 14 years. “We’'ve

. got no problems with the new

system. We relish, embrace and
like the new system, and we
really believe the two best
teams in Class A are left stand-
ing.”

Beallsville head coach Terry
Jarrett had a pretty good feeling
that the Lady Irish would be
involved and tiked his team'’s
chances as well.

“When we won at St. John,
our girls said that (S5t. John’s)
players said going through the
line we’ll see you next time, so
both teams knew it was going
to come to this,” Jarrett said.
“In all honesty, there's no one
we. would have rather faced in
this than St. John.”

While both teams look fo
play up-and-down games, St
John's takes that philosophy to
an extreme, The Lady Irish —
using o smothering fu)l-court
pressure and stick man-to-rman
defense like to force as
many turnovers as possible to
use the athleticism that earned
many of the Green players and

1ls coach a state chumplonshlp
ring in track and field,

“If we can do the things we
want to do and do the things
that got us to where we're at,”
Jarrett said. “St. John wanis to
get out and pressure and {ry to
disrupt things as much as possi-
ble,”

The pressure has been very
good to the Irish, but Kapral
thinks Saturday’s outcome
could come down to defending
in the half-court set against the
Lady Blue .Devil bigs,
Savannah Burke and Alyssa
Headley who have formed one
of the most dynamic duos in
the area.

“Beallsville’s posts are big

See, 1-A, Page 4

\\2
C . Sports
Garden

GOOD LUCK IRISH!

ALLEY FLOOR

3295 Guernsey St., Bellaire, Ohio

676-1717

ST. JOHN’S Kylie
Kidder drives
against Beallsville’s
Alyssa Headley
during & game ear-
lier this season.
| The same two
teams will meet
Saturday at 10
a.m. in the Class 1-
A finais of the
Wheeling Hospital
OVAC Girls
Basketball
Championship.
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Catch The Action!
l4-Foot Screens Hi-D TV

\,/ ,The Valley’s
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Oglebay
Exit 2A
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Out:

232-9555

STEAKS-RIBS-CHICKEN-SPAGHETT!:SEAFOOD-SALADS
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SAVINGS
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OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL

'BEALLSVILLE
'BLUE DEVILS

PICTURED IS the 2007-08 Beallsville Lady Blue Devils Basketball Team. Front row,
from left, are Savannah Blrke, Martha Koehler, Latara Arnold and Amanda Fraley.
Middle row, from left, are Tori Jarrett, Kristin Lallathin, Brandy Contos and manager
Spencer Jarrett. Back row, from left,"are head coach Terry Jarrett, Samantha Stephen,
Stacia Secrest Alyssa Headley, Alexis Kanzigg, Jessica Campbell, Rebecca Garlick and
assistant coach Rick Jarrett. Absent was manager Troy Hickman.

L=

*

66LMQNT-H_ARH‘SQN

‘BELMONT CAREER CENTER
110 Fox Shannon Piace,
St Clairsville, OH
(740) 685-9130
'"HARRISON CAREER CENTER
82500 Cadiz Jewelt Road:
Cadiz, OH
{740)842-2148

- www.BHCcentars,.com
© “Want Career

- Success?
Get Career Skills!”

HEALTH PLAN
Herw For You

A Senior Living Community

. . 101 South Main St.,
by Assisted lemg Concepts,- Inc. o Ohio.

Woodsfield, Ohlo 43793

Good Luck Blue Devils! 740-472-1656
37950 Airport Road, Woodshield, OH 43793 G OOD L UCK
_ www.alcco.com .740-472-2200 BEALLSVILLE

RICHARD
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m
A' YOSS -: ‘ STATE ROUTE 145
- BEALLSVILLE, OMIO 43716
- :
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Your Friends At

HARPER
FUNERAL HOME

Wishes The Lady Blue Devils A

Horcechoe
Bend Golf
Cource

Successful Tournament Run! GO'BLUE DEVILS
Armstrong Mills Ohio
www.harperfh.net (740) 686-2351
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1000 Third St., New Martinsville, WV 26155
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Continued from Page 3

“Beallsville's posts are big
and very talented, but you can’t
focus totally on them because
they have guards who can
knock down shots,” Kapral
offered. “The big key for us
being able to play half-court
defense because we're not
going to be able to turn them
over all night Jong with the
press. We've also got to hold
our own on the boards.”

Burke — a 5-ft-11 swing
player — is the team’s second- |
leading scorer and leading
rebounder, netting 17.4 points
and 15.4 caroms 4 contest.
Headley - who shoots a
robust 36 percent from the
field — is netting 19.5 points a
game and nearly |3 rebounds a
contest. She's also the team
leader in assists, steals and
blocked shots.

“We're more than a one-
dimensional team,” Jarrett said.

| “We can do some damage -

inside and outside, but obvious-
ly, we want to get the ball
inside and let Savannah and
Alyssa po to work. We want to
try to gel to the line as much as
we can because those are where

See, 1-A, Page 5

1-866-455-2961 - www.waysideonline.com
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games are won.”

"While Burke and Headley
draw rnost of the attention, the
" Devils also have a solid back-
court with sophomore Tori
Jarrett running the show at the
top. Latara Arnold is the two-
guard for the Blue Devils and
averages close to nine points a
contest. Jarrett is a 28 percent
shooter from deep and nets

i 1.4 points a game.
The fifth starting spot
belongs to defensive ace
Kristin Lailathin who scores
6.7 points a game,
. “We koow we have a major

test on our hands Saturday,”
Kapral said. “"We've proven
(this year) we can play in a
half-court game and we’re not
opposed to that, but our meal
ticket is running and, using our
athleticism.”

Martha Koehler, Brandy
Contos are the top subs in the
backcourt,  while  senior
Amanda Fraley is the top sub
on the inside, providing Jarrett
with another six-foot frame at
his disposal.

“We have to everyone click-
ing on all cylinders,” Jarrett
said. “You've got to have
everyone doing the things they
need to do to get the job done.”

The speedy Lady Irish are
led by their talented, quick and
athletic back-court duo of sen-
iors Nataiie Perzanowski and
Kylie Kidder.

Perziinowski — ntwo-event
state track champion in dis-
tance running — averages 14
points and five steals a game.
Kidder - who owns state
track gotd on a relay team — is
the sparkplug on both ends
from her point-guard spot. She

nets 13 points and dishes six
assists a contest.

“Our guards are athletic and
have gotten it done over the
colirse of the entire season,”
Kapral said.

While the Lady Blue
Devils’ inside play draws a lot
of talk, St. John's boasts athlet-
ic interior play as well. Senior
Sara Wamsley has taken her
game to another level accord-
ing to her coach. She's leading
the squad in. scoring at 17
points a night. She also yanks
down eight boards.

Senior Kristina Velkovich is
a mainstay on the inside, aver-
aging seven peints and nine
rebounds an outing from her
center spot.

“For years we've lived and
died with our guards, but we
knew we’'d have a nice team
this year because of the posts
we had coming back,” Kapral
confessed. “We think Sara is
one of the premier players in
the valley, who's been there
night in and night out and
Kristina is a post presence
who’s stepped up well in the
back-half of the season.”

Sophmore Kelly
Perzanowski rounds out the
Lady Irish starting lineup.
She’s a relentess defender and
a capable scorer, netting around
seven a game:

Coming off the bench,
Justene Dlelman supplies depth
in the backcourt, while Lauren
Jenkins is another option on the
interior for the Green.

Beallsville advanced to the
championship by eliminating
Bridgeport in a rout and St
John was a big winner over
Vailey in its semifinal game.

Someth B
miua an;mnu

Tell Us in Qur Virtual Newsroom at
TimesLeaderONLINE.com

Rt. 40 East, EIm Grove » 304-242-7313
www.wheelingautomotivegroup.com
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Monroe, Steubenville

CC to clash fo

By RICH GIBSON
Timas Leader Sports Writer

Strangers when we meet.

That’s basically the scenario
regarding Saturday afternoon’s
Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Basketball Championship 2-A
title matchup between Monroe
Central’s Lady Seminoles and
the Lady Crusaders of
Steubenville Catholic Central.

Monroe und SCC will be
meeting for the first time this
season and doing so on a neu-
trat floor, the spacious Athletic
and Physical Education com-
plex at Ohio University
Eastern’s rolling campus locat-
ed west of St. Clairsville.

As fans from both schools
might anticipate, Saturday
afternoon’s  (1:00) iipoff
appears to be a high-profile
encounter involving two teams
enjoying banner campaigns.

TROY BAKER'S Lady
Noles are a splendid 16-3 with
setbacks incurred against
Buckeye Trail, Frontier and
Magnolia. .

“Coming into the season, we

set some fairly high standards,”
Baker explained. “We wanted
to strive for OVAC and PVC
(Pioneer Valley Conference)
titles. We’re thrilled to have

See, 2-A, Page 6

2-A title

MONROE’'S
Karlie Davis
glides in for a
shot earlier this

i week in the
Wheeling
Hospiial OVAC
Basketball
Championship.
The Lady
Seminoles will
take part in
Saturday’s Class
2-A final against
Steubenville
Catholic at 1 p.m.
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Ricardo D. Zambito, DDS
Family Practice
NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

* Drilless Dentistry.
e Intra~-Oral Video Cameras

ography

Dr. Ricardo Zambito & Dr. Daniel Rairigh, Ir.

1201 Mt. DeChantal Road ® Wheeling, WV

(304) 243-1500

Tues. & Thurs. Evening Hours Available

* Laser Dentistry
* Rembrandt In-Office
Whitening System
* Cerec-Same Day Crown Reconstruction
These are just a few of the many technologies in Dentistry that

Dr. Zambito & Dr. Rairigh have to offer their patients.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL
TEAMS IN THE GIRLS
OVAC BASKETBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES!
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OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL

STEUBENVILLE
CENTRAL CATHOLI

L S . :
PICTURED IS the 2007-08 Steubenville Catholic Girls Basketball Team. Front row, from

left, are Nicole Constantini, Lucia Gonzales, Katie DiPlero, Emily Canella, Kelli Petchal

and Anna Marie Pankos. Second row, from left, are head coach Kevin Barr, Ginny
Petties, Margaret Beigel, Katrina Fabian, Sarah Marrow, Anna Shaw, Chelsea Hutton,
Erica Ledyard, Lindsey Stove and assistant coach Joe Soos. Absent were Abby Sawon
and assistant coach Tom Winland.

BECT OF LUCK
CRUCADERG!!

Clarke

* SKILLED NURSING

SERVICES
= HIGH TECH IV
THERAPY
* THERAPISTS
*« HOME HEALTH
AIDES

215 Main Street,
Wintersville, Ohlo

Funeral Home

302 Main Street, Toronto, OH

534-1234

A facility specializing In the medically
complex patient reguiring extended
hospital stays.
380 Summit Ave.,
Steubenville, OH 43952

740-283-7499
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l
ACUITY

Specialty Hospital
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® 2-A
Continued from Page 5

reached (Saturday’s) game.
Our kids are excited and our
fans throughout the county
have been very supportive.”

Though relatively unfamil-
isr  with  Kevin  Barr's
Crusaders, Baker realizes the
task at hand. “We know they're
very deserving of (being here).
From scouting reports, we fig-
ure to have our hands full, But
that’s what you'd expect in &
game of this caliber.”

SCC bhas Baker's attention
following an impressive semi-
final nod over Frontier's
Cougars. “That tells vs all we
need to know,” Baker com-
mented. “Our goal will be (o
play strong defensively and
hopefully get some good looks
at the offensive end.”

That was the case earlier this
week when Monroe was
involved in a wire-to-wire bat-
tle agninst Buckeye Trail at
Skyvue  before the Noles
recorded a 72-64 decision.

“We’re a well-rounded team
and that showed against Trail,”
said Baker whose club generat-
ed four twin digit scorers in
Manday night’s victory.

Senior Taylor Jorris, a ver-
satile  5-10  veteran came

TAYLOR JORRIS
Monroe Central

through with a team-leading 23
tallies in that game. “Taylor
will have four varsity Ietters
which snys something for her
ability,” Baker observed.
“She’s a legitimate inside-out-
side (scoring) threat and creates
mismaich problems.”

Junior standout Aleshia
Guiler is also along for the ride.
A starter since her frosh cam-
paign, Guiler has the ubility to

See, 2-A, Page 7

New Starts
Start Here!

Want a fresh start on a new, healthier you?
Then now is the time and Howard Long is the place.

: We have professionally directed programs to fit
_every body, every age, every goal... -

» Weight loss programs and lilness training

* Aerobics and walcr aerabics

* I'ree weighls and state-of-the-art machines

s Sports and recreational activities galore

* Yopa, Pilates, all kinds of wellness programs

* Zumba, the new, hot craze in group exercise
o It's a New Year! Start it right!

Call 242-WEiLL,

Be Healthy. Be Happy. BeLONG!

Howard Long
WELLNESS CENTER

OF () WHEELING HOSPITAL
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dominate on occasion,
reflected by her consistent out-
put at both ends of the floor.
The Lady Noles™ 5-10 ace nets
18.2 points per game and
brings down some 11 boards
per start

“Aleshia is such a C{:Jﬂ]lty

" player,” Baker notes, e’'s a
50 percent shooter from the
floor and an adept ball-bandler
to go with it.”

Joining Jotris as the Noles’
only other senior is 5-9
Morgen Ramage, a brute force
who specializes in inhaling

- offensive boards, then converi-
ing them into putback hoops.

“Morgen’s a true blue collar
player,” Baker indicates. “She
really excels as a defender and
will likely guard our oppo-
nent’s top scorer,”

The Lady Noles have anoth-
er gem in 5-7 junior guard
Karlie Davis a 10 ppg. per-
former and owner of a total
floar game, “Karlie's fits in so
well with our team concept,”
Baker advised. “She’s also
been knowrn to battle down low
and grab some key boards.”

Operating the point for MC
is 5-3 junior Kim Lafferre, a
slick ball-handler whom Baker
asks to distribute the sphere.
*Just a very sound floor gener-

al and very important to our

success,” Baker points out.

A pair of key contributors
off the bench include junior
Justine LaFollette and fresh-
man flash Alex Kuhn.

“Justine’s everything you
ask in o sixth man role,” Baker
described. “Her greatest asset is
her ability to play three posi-
tions. The 5-5 Kuhn has more

than come of age, confirmed in -

Monday’s big win against Trail
when she connected on a trio of
three-point bombs and was a
perfect four-of-four in foul
shooting. “Alex has earned
quality minutes and has a great
future in the program,” Baker

Let’s Meet
The Teams

Chelsea Hutlon 11 58 G
W0 Sawon 11 540F
12 ¥afe BiPisro 12 55 G
14 Petlies 1 &7 6
3 Magaeiooge. 0 238
24 Canella 156
¥ Enca 8 558
12 Keli P 150G
M Lindsey Stover 8 57 F
40 Hatrina Febian 8 57T F
42 Anna Shaw - 10 511C
4 luwia 1N 548
52 AmaMaiePankss 8 54 G

Na. Nama Gr. H. Poa
1 Vegimen 3 550
9 5
12 Aleshia Gutier 1 510G
14 Kim Lefferre 1 528G
15 Ofvia Gidler 1526
20 Karka Davis " 56 G
21 Justine LaFolatin 1 &4 F
2 Famags 11 59 F
23 Taylor Joris 12 510F
4 Parks 10 55 G
30 Chelsea Robinson 10 5t 0
32 Chiistina Parden 1059 F
i‘b Bitilant Démimering }? g‘é E
44 Laken Zwick 9 55 G
Head Coach: Troy Baker
Assisiant Coach: Chris Kubn
Principad: Mare Ring
confirmed,

SCC'S Bair has viewed film |

of Monroe and acknowledges
the Noles® exceptional balance.
“Monroe has a lot of different
ways to beat youn,” the
Crusaders’ fourth-year mentor
said. “We're going to have to
play four solid quarters of
defense and hope that’s
enough.”

See, 2-A, Page 15

HEALTH PLAN P
Here For You

1.800.624.6061
heaithplan.org

WOODSFIELD
SAVINGS BANK

Sarving Monhroe County Since 1807

NOLES!

*HOME MORTGAGES

* CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT

» PASSBOOK SAVINGS

Mon.-Wed. 9-3
Thue. & Sat. 9-12
EMAL Friday 9-6
LENDER  MEMBER FDIC
600 Lewisville Road

aA72-1641

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

LADY SE
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MONROE CENTRAL
MINOLES

’E?’%h?

PICTURED IS the 2007-08 Monroe Central Lady Seminoles Basketball Team. Front
row, from left, are Taylor Jorris, Carly Schwaben and Morgan Ramage. Second row,
from left, are Katie Parks, Kimr Lafferre, Olivia Guiler and Stephanie Jones. Back row,
from left, are head coach Troy Baker, Karlie Davis, Justine LaFollette, Aleisha Guiler,
Brittany Dimmerling and Alex Kuhn,

Good Luck To All
Area Teams!

BELLWOOD
DRUGS

135 South Main Street,
Woodsfield

(740) 472-1991

RICHARD
A. YOSS

GCood Luck Qemmnleg

Blattler
T.V.

306 Riverviaw Dr.. Clarington, OH
740-458-1494

GOOD LUCK
LADY

SEMINOLES!

B URKE 'S

“Give Us A Shout...We'll Pull You Qut”
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
RADIO DISPATCHED

GOOD LUCK NOLES!

934-2110 or
472-2016 &~

GOOD LUCK

From The ,
Monroe Central High
School Students & Staff

Good Luck Qeminolsl

TOWING |

R R

WOODSFIELD
TRUE VALUE
HOME CENTER &
JUST ASK
RENTAL

740-472-1651
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MARTINS FERRY
LADY RIDERS

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY .

PICTURED IS the 2007-08 Martins Ferry Lady Purple Riders Basketball Team. Front
row, from left, are Lacey Neavin, Courtney Coleman, Brittany Burch, Karlen Vinci and
Kayla Sabatino. Middle row, from left, are Courtney Frohnahphel. Allison Wright,
Brianne Lucas, Chalana Chambliss and Cassandra Reasbeck. Back row, from left, are
assistant coach Josh Lucas, Mallory Pamphliss, Chelsea Lucas, Shae Moreland, Kylia
Clark, manager Pat Jobb and head coach Dave Reasbeck.

COLERAIN Heslop Joseph %. Bunbar
GOLF CAR | [Funeral Home| | & Fe oot Beokes
SALES Since 1896 Q Em @
GAS CARTS « ELECTRIC CARTS Good Luck o, gm% oot
- - ' . artins Ferry, Ohio
Zﬁ?ﬁi"&?ﬂf Lady Riders! || [nk 1omLs oniine
~GOIf Carts Aren't Just 740-633 1931 behnontcom:;v::;onmu.mm
“For GOfﬁng Anymore -
Martins Ferry, Ohio 633-1 899

I-IAI.I.EY
NEWLAND
& SONS

General Contractors
655-9769

‘LADY"RIDERS &
¢ . COACHES ¥

S Champlons
- tep-
The Lady Rider OvAg’f;‘nﬁmmons *
3.4
Basketball Parents! From Your Biggest Fany
JODI & DANIELLE
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battle for 3-A title

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Martins Ferry knew for
quite sometime coming down
the stretch that it was going to
be a part of the inaugural cham-
pionship bracket for the
Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Basketball Championship.

Bamesville, however, had to
scratch and claw down the
stretch, including overcome n
double-digit second-half deficit
during the final night before the
cut-off date for games.

No matter how long each
team knew it would be a part of
the field, it's those teams that
will meet Saturday with the
Class 3-A title on the line
Saturday afternoon at 4 p.m. at-
the Health and Physical
Education Center at Ohio
University Eastern.

The Lady Riders come into
the game as winners of 10 in a
row and own a strong 15-4
mark and already own the
Buckeye 8 title, but don’t think
for o minute that head coach
Dave Reasbeck and his rela-
tively young quint are about to

HEALTH PLAN 7
Here For You B

1.800.624.8961
heaithplan.org

BELMONT CAREER CENTER.
110 Fox Shannon Place,
81, Clairgville, OH
(740) 695.9130

HARRISON CAREER CENTER
82500 Cadiz Jewett Road
Cadiz, OH
(740)942-2148

www.BHCcenters.com
“Want Carcer

 Success?
. Get Career Skills!” }

-said

‘We have really
grown up
through the
year.’

— Dave Reasbeck

be content.

“We're repily playing well
and this is another goal for us,”
Reasbeck said. **We have really
grown up during the year and
when game time hits we’ve got
girls stepping up, but we've got
to keep doing it because one
slip up and we’re done.”

As for the Lady Shamrocks,
they underwent a coaching
change just before the season
started and then found them-
selves looking up at a double-
digit deficit to Shadyside eight
days ago and rallied with a
buzzer-beating trey to qualify
for the championship bracket

“Give all of the credit to the
girls because they never quit,”
-first-year Lady
Shamrocks® coach Jamie
Carpenter who coached most of
the upperclassmen on his roster
during their jumior high days.
“They knew we had to beat
Shadyside to even get in and
then we went blindly into
Wheeling Central and (the
girls) just showed up and
played from within.”

The Lady Riders reached
this point in the OVAC
Tournament after hammering
St. Clairsville Monday night at

~ the Tolbert Gymnasium, while

the Lady Shamrocks were a

double-digit winner over the

Lady Maroon Knights,
“Barnesville isn't here by

3-A, Page 9
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GOOD LUCK

PURPLE RIDERS.;’%
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Let’s Meet

The Teams

BAHNESVILLE
3 mﬁmﬂy o e
5  Megan Kemp 12 55 @
10 Negan Philips 1 58 G
12 Kekay Bahmar 12 57 F
14 Jmnaijgfw 11 58 E
21 Cmfs‘a“y 12 548
23 Erica Wekch 12 55 6
24 Alis Doan 12 57 F
31 Algra Moo 12 10F
32 Saran Phips 11 58 F
35 Kals Grimes 1t 510C
40 Marigh MiBer 10556
42 Hedi Hines 9 57 4@
HaadLBCigam JatrleCarpa{ﬂar12 e
Assislants: Justin Litlle, Jeff Hunkler, Kelley Hanjon.
smucuuhagoruamcm

MARTIS FERRY
No. Nama Gr. H. Pos.

ttamy Burch 12 58 G

4 Kylie Clark 10 56 G
5 Karlen Vingd 1 556
-

man
15 Conimy Fawap 10 59 F
20 Brianna Lucas 11 60 F
2 Sabating B 546
22 Parmpise 10 510F
23 Lacey Neavin 10 55 G
25 Shad Moreland 1 62C
3 Cassandra 0 56 F

Reasbeck
35 Chelsan Lucas 5 5B F

Family Owned Since 1917
HOMAS &
+ JEEP
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Continued from Page 8

accident,” Reasbeck said.
“Even though not many people
gave them a chance last
Monday, 1 really felt they
would beat Wheeling Central. 1

really expected to be playing
them.”
Martins Ferry and

Barmesville don’t meet in the
regufar senson, but the two
squads have a history. The
Lady Shamrocks took the
Purple out in last year's
Division HI sectional and if
each teams wins next
Wednesday they'll meet again
for the sectional title,

“I don’t know n lot about
Martins Ferry,” Carpenter con-
fessed. “We've seen a little bit
of tape on them. We're going
into this game basically the
same way we’ve gone into the
last few. Hopefully, it contin-
ues to work.”

Reasbeck vividly remem-
bers last year’s sectional finale

*CHRYSLER

RT. 40 MAIN ST. « ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OH

740-695 o4as2

MONDAY - THURSDAY 9-7
FRIDAY 9-6 « SATURDAY 9-2

- SEE QUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT www. ThomasGarage.com

for his squad and notices a lot
of the same names as he looks
up and down the roster for the
western Belmont Countians.

“They have basicaily the
same team back,” Reasbeck
said. “They shoot the ball real-
ly well from the perimeter and
they are probably the best fou]-
shooting team in the valley, so
we know what they are capable
of.”

The Lady Shamrocks boast
four starters who score double
figures for the season.

Sentor Allie Doan leads the
way for Barnesville in the scor-
ing column. She's a bit under-
sized for her position, but she’s
athletic and scores 15 points a
contest,

HEALTH PLAN
Here For You

1.800.624.8961
healthpian.org

boards.

“Allie’s amazing,”
Carpenter said. “I have never
seen u girl work as hard as she
does. At her size to average 11
rebounds a game is nothing but

while grabbing 11 [

hard work.”

Senior Chelsey Keylor has
been & four-year mainstay for
the Lady Shamrocks. She’s
averaging a shade under 15

See, 3-A, Page 10

FRIDAY, FEB. 1ST « 7:35 P.M.
CINCINNATI CYCLONES

- CHARLOTTE;CHEE:KERS
“SHRED RODRIGU

Bring A Picture Of Rich; Rodrlguez Am:l Gat $2 ON‘JFF

_ Your Ticket Additionally Any Fan Who Wears WvU Or
Ohlo State Apparel WIIt Recelve $2.00 OFF Your Ticket.
-« EAGLE SCOUT REUNION NIGHT-

. KIDS 14 & UNDER 5 TICI(ETSEVERY GAME

For Tickets Call

304-234-GOAL

or 877-NAILTIX
www.wheelingnallers.com
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Witd and Wenicterfid

"TEAM
EXPERTS

Each office independently owned & oparated -

NEW EXTENDED HOURS-MON-FRI 8:30-7:00
AT & SUN 9:00-1:00
48260 National Road, St. Clairsviile
695-0345
820 Bond Avenue, Barnesville
425-4100

O\IER 6, 500 OFFIC E

“3t0on%s 397.3455

SHarl M,t:_N_?b PEggy Cook |[Maria keynoids |

304-280-1340
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740-330-0310 | "3
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Marge Kress [l Melissa Salt
H A ; L :

_§i 304-281-1915

Amy Carpenter

il 745-310-8750

Ww.remax.com

£95.0345
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BARNESVILLE
SHAMROCKS

T-L Photo/RICH GIBSON :
PICTURED IS the 2007-08 Bamesville Shamrocks Basketball Team. Front row, from
left, are Laah Bittinger, Kelsey Bahmer, Allie Doan, Erica Welch, Chelsey Keylor, Megan
Kemp and Alora Moore. Back row, from left, are head coach Jamie Carpenter, Allison
Plumly, Sarah Phillips, Kate Grimes, Megan Phillips, Jenna Miller and assistant coach

Justin Little.
- GOOD LUCK
- LADY
SHAMROCKS
‘ in the " ! <
. OVAC AAA Fmancml.SerVIces
- ’ TITLE GAME Barnevvile, Ohlo
All Amarican Fosd from the Go Shamrocks!
1105 E. Main, Bammesville BARNESVILLE (740) 425-2222
425-1773 BOOSTERS!
Good Luck Lad '
| Shamrocks! GOOD LUCK 1:S
TOM . LADY
JOHNSON & # SHAMROCKS! TRUCKING. WE.
INSURANCE - Sgéi?hﬁsﬁ";eﬁgd::‘*
arpnesville, o}
129 East Main St. ‘ 740-425-3488
Barnesville BARNESVILLE Good Luck
(740) 425-2233 200 CLUB Shamrocks!

Let’s Go
Rocks!

Davis Battery
& Recycling
475 Watt Ave. » Bamesville

(740) 425-4222

Monday - Friday
8:00amto 4:30 pm__,

LIST WITH #1
HARVEY GOODMAN
CREALTOR « BUILDER

Since 1957 Die Ackem

425-3535
129 East Main St., Barnesville
Cell: 740-310-9597
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BRITTANY BURCH  CHELSEY KEYLOR
Martins Ferry Barnesville
® 3-A

Continued from Pagse 9

poinis a game and shoots an
astounding 98 percent at the
foul line, having missed only
one in 66 attempts. If she con-
tinues her trend and can get to
the line at least 14 more times
before the Lady Shamrocks’
season ends she’ll qualify for
an OHSAA record,

“Chelsey is the leader of our
team,” Carpenter said. “She’s
not afraid to voice her opinion
in practice and the other girls
listen to her. She’s been a phe-
nomenal player for four years
for us.”

The Lady Shamrocks’
offense is spearheaded by
Megan Kemp who runs the
point. She's scoring nearly 10

HEALTH PLAK P2
Hare For You

heaithpian.org

points a game as is guard Erica
Welch. The final starting spot
belongs to Leah Bettinger
who's scores just over four
points a gnme.

Kelsey Bahmer is the top
sub for the Lady Shamrocks.
Others who see significant
minutes are Mariah Miller,
Megan Phillips and Hidie
Hines, "

“Barnesville is a perimeter
based team, so we’ll have to
rebound the ball well,”
Reasbeck said. “We also know
we can’t get into foul trouble,
We've gol to play our game, do
what we’ve done the past 10
games and see what happens
from there.”

The Lady Riders are actual-
ly a perimeter based team as
well, but offer up one of the

- area’s most prolific defensive

players on the interior with jun-
ior pivot Shae Moreland who
stands 6-ft-2. She's averaging

See, 3-A, Page 11
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STOP IN & TOUR OUR APARTMENTS !

* 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Garden Apartments
» Starting At $370
» Kitchen With Oak Cabinatry
* Refrigerator, Range & Garbage Disposal Provided
« Oversized Closets « Electric Heat Pump & Central AIC
* Separate Dining Area
* On-Site Laundry Facilities

501 Morgantown Avenue, Barnesville, OH

140-425-2935

This ipgtitution is an squal opporlunity provider and employer.
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® 3-A

Continued from Page 10

four blocks a gome along
with seven points and eight
rebounds.

In the backcourt, the Lady
Riders rely on senior Brittany
Burch who's stepped up a
notch this season. She’s scoring
l1.4 points a game and has
cashed a team-high 33 treys.
Junior Courtney Coleman leads
the Lady Purple in scoring with
[ 3 points 0 contest.

Junior Karlen Vinci is the
Lady Riders’ defensive stopper
and also their heart-and-soul on
the court. She's scoring just 7.4
points a game and has 22 treys
this season. A

*Twouldn't trade those three
guards for any backcourt in the
valley,” Reasbeck said. “They
are getting better and better
each game, and | can’t say
enough about them because
they are doing a great job.”

Courtney Frohnapfle rounds
out the Lady Riders’ starting
lineup. She nets 4.6 points a
contest and-is another strength
on the defensive end.
Sophomores Briana Lucas and RO v o
Lacey Neavin are the Lady OUTSE AN . e
Riders’ top subs. S AL

“Qur goal is to defend the
three because [ think they like _ 1. ‘
to drive and kick,” Carpenter . VEIRAIATANTAN e
said. “We have to be able to : Valesdis tarian
handle their pressure and not .
torn the ball over. Once we do
those things, I think we can
hang in there.”

Staskey can be reached at
sstuskey@timesleaderontine.com
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'BELMONT CAREER CENTER
110 Fox Shannon Place; -«
- . §t. Clairsville, QM- .

- {740) 6959130 <
HARRISON CAREER CENTER
82500 Cadiz Jewslit Road. .
o Gadizy QH e

. (T40)942-2148 0
www.BHCcenters.com

“Want Carcer
2o Success?
_Get Career Skills!”  }
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OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL

(@ INDIAN CREEK

Alyssa Tate and Allyson Moorman. Kneeling, from left, are Ashten Gibson, Gabbi Davis,
; Hannah Ross, Kristin Wendell, Alanna Sida and Mikki Davis. Standing, from left, are
: head coach Erin DeSantis, Brittany Vella, assistant coach Gene Evans, Emily Mathieu,
Chelsea Furda, Meghan Billick, Trudy Dulevy, Mariah Guisto, Briana Kamarec, Ty
Harris, Rachel Ossieo, Andolyn Kugler and assistant coach Ray Case.

St. Clairsville » Bellaire

e’ wieceniot || INDIAN CREEK

Martins Ferry Irnm

-+
Srﬁﬂx ‘ Monroe Central - Shadyside

‘ Driving School Wintersville WI"TEHSVIIIE

1-800-U-DRIVE-2 FIRE

fi"g Locations In: . Gnnn l“ cx

Good Luck To All The Giris!l]
DRIVE SAFELY! BUCKLE UP!

~GOOD LUCK INDIAN CREEK BEPABTME“T
GIRLS Business Line:
BASKETBALL 740-264:4811
_ AT THE ' © 286 Luray Dr.,
. ' OVAC FINALS!H! Wintersville, OH 43953

from... FOR EMERGENCIES

The Athletic Departinent nlnll 9' I

' By Clara’s
Tﬁe KQ 5 e Catering

Telephone: 740-264-9193 « Facsimile: 740-264-9185

680 Lovers Lane, Steubenville, OH 43952
email; cynrose@clover.net

Clara Rose Morris, Owner « Cynthia Rose Morris, Mahager!Even Coordinator
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Indian Creek, JM
battle in 4-A game

By KIM NORTH think it's a great thing.” said
Times Leader Sports Writer the veteran JM mentor who has
amassed over 500 career vicio-
Youth will be served. ries to rank No. | in the slale of
Saturday night at Ohio West Virginia among girls’
University-Eastern when coaches. “Tom (Rataiczak)
Indian Creek and John does a great job for the
Marshall  collide for the QVAC™
Wheeling Hospital Ohio Valley However, Blankenship does
Athletic Conference’s inaugu- have one concern, albeit it a
ral girls Class 4-A basketball minor one.
tournament championship. “I've told people this all
The top-seeded Redskins along,” he continued, “You
(16-3) of head coach Erin could end up playing a team
DeSantis are in the midst of a  four times in one season. That’s
superb season despite starting  the only thing I don’t like about
four sophomores and a fresh- the format and I'm a great sup-
man. Meanwhile, the No. 2 porter of the OVAC.”
seed Monarchs (L1-6), indian Creek advanced to the
coached by the legendary Stan  championship tilt with a 49-39
Blankenship, have just one sen- verdict over Brooke Monday
ior among its starting five. night, while John Marshall
“I'm pleasantly surprised,” defeated Edison, 71-60.
DeSantis said of her team’s The Redskins established a
siceess. At the beginning of school record for wins in a sea-
the season it’s always one of son this year. “We've won
your goals to get here, especial- more games this season than
ly since it is the first year, Qut we have the last five years.”
to actuaily be here with this DeSantis remarked. “We start-
group of girls is ecstatic.” ed five freshmen at the end of
Blankenship echoed his last season, but [ knew it would
counterpart’s thoughts.
“I'm excited to be here. 1 See, 4-A, Page 13

THE ALL PRO TEA
==l B, 0T

Good Luck To All OVAC
Championship Participants!

Exit 208 Off I-70 , Morristown, Ohio
740-782-1965 » 1-800-782-1965

SALES: MON.-FRI. 8-7 « SAT. 9-3
PARTS & SERVICE:
MON.-FRI. 8-5 » SAT. 9-3

N
' <\\ Experience IS Better &
‘ WE HAVE IT!
I'm not buying ‘til I've checked

FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY
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® 4-A
Continued from Page 12

pay off in the long run.
We're probably a year away
from reaching our potential, but
this group doesn’t think there’s
anything they can’t accomp

Blankenship said both teams
are where they should be.

“Qur program speaks for
itself over the years,” he noted.
“Believe me, T think we
deserve ta be here, and so does
Indian Creek or neither one of

Both coaches like the
matchups the game should pro-
vide.

“We match up well,”
Blankenship added. “We’'re
both very young and I think it
will be a great game. Guard-
wise we both shoot about the
same. They like to shoot the

Let's Meet
The Teams

INDHAN CREEX
Na. Nama Gr. H. Poa
3 Chelsea Fnda 10 54 F
4 Briana Kamarac 9 510G
5 Alyssa Tala 12 54 F
10 Wik Davis 10 56 G
11 Gabhi Davis 10 55 @
12 Emiy Mattieu B 55 G
13 Allara Sida 0 55 G-
14 Rachel Ossio 9 53 G
B Ty 1 53 6
unl 10 53
23 Marib Gulsto g 511F
25 Aftysan Moaman {2 61 F
3 Kiistin Wendall 1n %7 G
32 Tylr Hamig 10 56 G
33 Britany Vella 9 52 G
34 Ashian Ghson 9 58 G
42 Andobym Kugler B 58 F
43 Maghan Bi 10 511F

Haad Coach: Erin DeSantis

%%Cmm
n .
mNHAHSHALL .
No. Hama G, Ht Pos
4 Jule Young 10 5108
:EI] Alagra Gossett ;0 i g
55
16 Alissa Leach 9 574G
20 Alexts Brinkman 11 56 @
24 Ashizy Dasl 11 50 F
3 Lindsey McCook 11 510F
3 hubrei Clegg t &10F
44 Cama Takington 12 60 F
50 Reboeca Kakh 10 510F
52 Deanna Gambda 11 574@

Open Friday
il 7:00pm

Watch &
Jewelry
Repair

l y' 3 Boundsvlle .
e 5455960

GOOD LUCK MONARCHS!

three and so do we. They also
have an excellent point guard
and we'll have to contain her in
order to be successful.”

The long-time bench boss
was referring to Tyler Harris, a
5-ft.-5 sophomore who aver-
ages a team-high10.4 points a
game. She also leads the team
with 102 assists and 79 steals,
while hauling down 48
rebounds - with 27 of them
coming on the offensive end of
the court.

In addition, she shoots 39.5
percent from the floor (53-of-
134) and 37.8 percent (20-of-
53) from beyond the three-
point orc. ‘

Other sophomore starters
include the Davis twins - 5-
ft.-5 Gabbi and 5-ft-6 Mikki
— who both score at a 9.7 clip
per outing, 5-ft.-11 ‘Meghan &
Billick and 5-ft.-10 freshman B
Briana Kamarec. g

Billick averages 8.8 points a
game and leads the team with
138 rebounds, while Kamarec
is a 7.1 point-per-pame scorer
who is also the second leading
rebounder with 71.

The Redsking shoot 41 per-

Sag, 4-A, Page 14

Hare For You Log on to
1.800.624.6961 - ElimesLeaderouig
healttiplan.org com
Good Luck Monarchs?

THE KEY TO A SUCCESSFUL FUTURE

Marshall
T Coun 0

CHAMBRER

609 Jefferson Avenue
Moundsville, WV 26041
- 304-845-2773 e

COME GROW WITH US IN
MARSHALL COUNTY

ARRIVING DAILY SPRING & SUMMER CLOTHING!

tanm_aas—m_m' lmﬂﬂ W
TUES -FRL 10-5,
Mﬂ'lllnm,cs’g

SAYL.10-3
CLOSED: S5UN. & MON.

Es

1 ! G

e Lo i
UNIGUE COLLEGTION OF GENTIY WORN & NEW CHILBREN'S CLOTHING
& ACCESSORIES MATERKITY, & GIFT BASKETS

CATHY WEEKS, DWKER 245G JEFFERSONRVE. -

MOUNDSVILLE WY 26081

JOHN MAR-

SHALL'S Hanna

| Gossett makes a

| pass during a

game earlier this

1 season. The Lady

Monarchs are
cheduled to meet

Class 4-A champi-
8 onship at
Saturday's
Wheeling Hospital
OVAC Basketball

{ Championship at

| OUE.

Indian Creek in the

T-L File Photo

GOOD LUCK MONARCHS!
MILLER CHIROPRACTIC

WELLNESS CENTER

Muake Sure You
Do Not Have
Problems Or

Conditions That

May Bench You

Dr. Duanne Miller, D.C. .

* |F YOU HAVE SUFFERED FROM ANY OF THE FOLLOWING
{_JLow Back Pain - 1 Overweight "INeck Pain
{IPain Between Shoulders L] Wrist Pain I Seiatica
TlGeneral Tightness T Numbness/Tingling (] Jaw Pain
{"IHeadaches L Einsomia CIFoot Pain-

{_ITired/Fatiqued (Knee Problems

114 Lafayette Ave. * Moundsville, WV
(304) 843-1192




OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL

JOHN MARSHALL
MONARCHS

Pholo Provided

PICTURED IS the 2007-08 John Marshall Lady Monarchs Basketball Team. Front row,
from left, are Hanna Gossett, Alexis Brinkman, Devon Leonard, Jessica Hays, Carrie
Talkington, Aubrei Clegg and Julie Young. Back row, from left, are assistant coach
Mark McCormick, head coach Stan Blankenship, Deanna Gamble, Ashley Deel, Haley

Rush, Becca Kelch, Lindsey McCool,
Rynkievich.

assistant coaches Mindy Yoho and Stu

-Home Cooked Meals At Reasonable Prices

YOUN G’S
CAFETERIA

“We Do It the Old Pashum Way

‘1309 Wheelj.ng Ave. * Glen DaIe, >WV ‘ 304-845'4820

T“CHEY-NAN'C”

WECTERN TACK

“Specializing in All Your Horse &
Mule Tuck Nezds”

KEW EXPANDED FACILITY

LOTS OF NEW MERCHANDISE
Includes Custom T-Shirts, Hoodies,
‘Totcs, Ball Caps & Vinyl Graphics
. 304-843-1767 or
Toll Fee 1-888-584-3726

- GO MONARCHS!
IMike McCoy
Agent

STATE FARM
900 Lafayette Ave,
Moundsville, WV 26041
Bus. 304.845.7660
Fax 304.843.1147

INSURANCE
&

State Farm®

Providing Insurance & Financial Services

Home Office: Bloomington, lllincis 61710

“Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.””

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 6pm-10pmy Sat Sam-pm

. G%KQ‘UELY YOUR
305 Jefferson Ava.

Moundsville, WV 26041
(304) 845-3384

I>‘c,c-,entuate Yo
00 Your H°’h
Vera Bradley
Candles
Pictures
Custom Floral & Gift Baskets
Distressed Fumiture
Borders
Heritage Lace
Richard & Terri King
Owners
www.buyuniquelyyours.com
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Continued from Page 13

The Redskins shaot 41 per-
cent from the floor as a team,
58 percent from the free throw
line and average 52.1 points a
contest. .

DeSantis  knows  that
Saturday night’s finals won'l
be a walk in the park.

“They are always o sea-
soned team,” she pointed out,
“He (Coach Blankenship)
works those girls hard in prac-
tice and they’re a physical team
that likes to get the ball in low.
We will have our work cut out
for us, but the kids are ready to
step up to the challenge.”

John Marshall has had to
play the second half of its sea-
son without its top player -
senior Jessica Hays who suf-
fered a torn ACL -around the
10th game.

“That was a big adjustment
for us,” he said of JM’s latest
[,000-point scorer,

*1t took us a while to get re-
grouped. When you lose a play-
er of that caliber it’s hard to
adjust, but we have and it's
time to move on.

She’ll be there to support
us.!? hd

Taking over the brunt of the
scoring has been Julie Young
and Aubrei Clegg. Young, a 5-

ft.-1¢ sophomore, leads IM

“with a 13.9 scoring norm, just

one-tenth of a point better than
the the 5-ft.-10 junior Clegg,
who leads the team in rebound-
ing with 136. .

Young has grabbed 100
boards.

Hanna Gossett, a 5-ft.-6
sophomore, averages 8.1
poinls a contest and leads the
squad with 76 dishouts. She
atso has landed 61 rebounds
and charted 30 steals,

Alexis Brinkman, a 5-ft.-6
junior, adds 7.1 points a con-
test and has a team-high 44
steals, while Carrie Talkington,
a 6-ft. senior, averages 5.9 -
points, has 94 rebounds and
has swatted away 32 shots.

John Marshall averages
60.7 points a game.

Not only will the Monarchs
be attempting to win another
OVAC title, they are also the
lone team representing the
Mountain State.

“There’s always a rivalry
between Ohio and West
Virginia in whaiever sport, It's
great to represent the state of
West Virginia,” Blankenship
concluded.

* North can be reached at
inorth@timesleoderonline.com

Fans offered reminders
for Saturday’s finals

"The Wheeling Hospital
OVAC Basketball
Championship has established
some guidelines for Saturduy’s
finals that fans should be aware

Hare For You B

1.800.624.6051
healthpisn.org

of.

The schedule of games is as
follows: Class 1-A — 10 am.;
Class 2-A — 1 p.m.; Class 3-A
-~ 4pm,; Class 4-A — 7pam.

The cost of admission is $6
if bought at the gate. Each
school received advance ticket
sales and the cost of those is $3
for students and $4 for adults.
The gymnasiom at Obhio
University Enstern will be

See, REMINDERS, Page 15

GOOD LUCK MONARCHS!
The—

APPLIANCE

CONNECTION

263 Jefferson Avenue, Moundsvilie

845-7686
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Continued from Page 7

Catholic Central presenis a
relatively young, yet highly
capable roster led by junior star
Ginny Petties. A 20.3 ppg.
scorer as a sophomore, the
savvy Petteis has elevated her
play to an even higher level this
winter.

“I’ve been around girls’ bas-
ketball a few years and Ginny
is one of the finest I've wit-
nessed,” Barr declared. “She’s
a big-time scorer (23.0 ppg this
year), but 50 much more. We're
fortunate to have her here at
Central.”

Petties has a distinguished
surrounding cast fronted by
senior  co-captain  Katie
‘DiPlero, a two-year letterwin-
ner. “She’s our only senicr and
has been a stabilizing force,”
Barr revealed. DiFiero, a capa-
ble perimeter threat, nets just
under eight marker per start.

Juniors Kelly Petchal (5-5)
and Emily Canella (5-1) also
bring much to the table.
“Kelly's our quickest defensive
player and has become a con-
sistent scorer,” Barr said.
Petchal popped in 10 tallies in
SCC’s 68-58 semifinal nod
over Frontler,

The diminutive Canella can

Experience -
Dedication -

Qualifications -

scare beyond the arc and can
prove difficult to defend,
according to her coach.

Catholic Central has a rising
sophomore in 5-11 post Anna
Shaw, coming off a monster
performance (19 points,. 13
boards) vs. Frontier.

“For her age, Anna possess-
es good nmobility,” Barr
offered. Through 19 games,
Shaw is averaging 12 points
and 13 rebounds.

Junior Abby Sawon should
also make her presence felt. A
two-year letter winner, she con-
tributes six points per outing to
the Crusaders” attack. Barr also
speaks highly of 5-9 sopho-

‘more wing Sarah Morrow,

It should be noted three of
SCC’s losses were inflicted by
a single point.

Barr also points out the
Lady Crusaders have faced a
formidable schedule, opposing
the likes of Beaver Local,

HEALTH PLAN
Hers For You

1.800.624.6961 ¢

Brooke, Claymont, Indian
Valley, and crosstown rival
Steubenville Big Red. “I think
our schedule prepared us to
reach this point,” he stated.

Like Baker, Barr speaks
highly of the new OVAC post-
season format. “Now, the con-
ference will crown a true cham-
pion as opposed to & paper
champion,” he remarked. “1
feel this is a win-win situation
for everyone involved.’
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@® Reminders
Continued from Page 14

cleared afier each game.

If you plan on attending just one game, fans are asked to show
up no earlier than hour-and-a-half prior to your tip. The gates for
the proceeding game will open an hour ahead of time and with the
hopes of easing the traffic burden at QUE, fans are being asked
to report at those times.

Fans are also advised to enter QUE from State R1. 331 and the
cost to park has been at set at $2. Obviously parking at the Health
and Physical Education Center is limited, so fans are able to park
in the Shannon Hall lot and a shuttle service provided by
Whiteside’s will run continnally throughout the day.

Fans are also reminded that no noise makers or signs are per-
mittedto the game,

i 0%?

Prasant this coupon ko the cashiar at be
tima of sala and recalve a 20% discoun
off your tolal bil {inchuding entrees,
crinks, sids tems and desserts).

Moundsville
105 North Lafayette Ave.
a0

FYOUR
TAL BILL ;

: COUPON EXPIRES 3-14-08

Crkins et

RESTAURANT

T Whoelin?
Owned & Operated By 680 National Rd. ]
Carolla Vantures, Inc. 304-232-5772

L o J0484s
. 2 3 & 5 8 0 R B 0 2 0 0 B B B B R B B |

| For Service, Dedication, Leadership, COmmItmen‘t.’J:
Experience, Qualifications, Integrity & o
No-Nonsense Law Enforcement in Beimont County

Re-Elect Fred Thompson, Sheriff

Fred Thompson is the man for the job. His experience,

dedication, qualifications and aggressive work ethic in serving
the citizens of Belmont County is unsurpassed.

“ Over 34 years sérvlng the citizens of Belmont County.

Arrests and convictions of murderers, to Include a serial killer, rapists, drug /

dealers, sexual abusers of children, and other criminais that prey on our

Citizens.

Vietnam Veteran, Law Enforcement Officer Instructor Since 1986,

Peace Offlcer of the Year, Former Deputy Sheriff/Investigator, Barnesville i
Police Officer Investigator for the Belmont County Public Defenders Office, -

Former Bailiff/Probation Officer for Common Pleas Court, - B

Currently Belmont County Sheriff.

Paid for by the candidate Fred Thompson, 66263 Willow Grove Road, Bellaire, Ohio 43906, Bonlta Thompson, Treasurer. . S




Twin Set
$299

savings on our
Low Sale Prices

i Twin Sct Tull Set King

$599

$649  $999

mattress sale!
Storewide Savings

on These Restonic Mattresses!

£

"

iy
Beautiful Dreamer Sweet Dreams
Firm | Pillow Top

*349..... *399...

Twin Set SALE $249 Twin Set SALE $299
Full Set SALE $299 Full Set SALE $349
King Set SALE $499 King Set SALE $549

E SHEEP PLUSHIE ON MATTRESS SETS ONLY!!

*Prior sales excluded, can not be combined with other offers, 12 months same as cash,
with a purchase of $1000 or more, with approved credit and 20% deposit required.

227 N. Lincoln Ave., Bridgeport, Ohio
Open Monday-Friday 10-7, Saturday 89-5

- 740-635-0652

www.wilsonfurniturestore.com
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OVAC BOYS BASKETBALL

 BRIDGEPORT BULLDOGS

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY ' ) ‘

PICTURED is the 2007-08 Bridgeport Boys Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are
Mike Bachie, Ryan Kreiter, Chaz Lindsey, Zac Smith and Danny Lennex. Middle row,
from lefi, are Justin Gregorcic, Kyle Cash, Mike Carr and Tre Lindsey. Back row, from
left, are assistant coach Rick Yourkovich, Ditlon Llpperman Jonas Schneider, Timmy
Tracey and head coach Donnie Cash.

meineke

Struts » CV Joints & F)
A\ car care center

Towing

Life Doesn't Always Give You
Bridgeport 635-1986

Options. Melneke Does.

CUSTOMER DUAL EXHAUST SPECIAL
Sea Daalsr For Delails

WHY CHOOSE MEINEKE CAR CARE CENTER?
+ Nationwida Warranty » Quality Sem « Expertenced Techniclans

2 {fnent Optons » Big Savings | St. Clairsville 699-1986
BRIDGEPORT « 633-2705 * waw.meinoks com OAFRL 730 AMAPH. -Billaire 676-5729
. 422 Main SL-RL 40 (on comerof 04 Rt 40, kterstals 70 Ramg) i Chenatoan | | GOOD LUCK BULLDOGS!

GO
{ BULLDOGS!

SANDS

Good Luck

- | Bridgeport Boys
Basketball

“A Full Line Distributor
Serving The Ohio Valley
For 111 Years.”

» Cutier-Hammer Loadcenters
= Progress Lighting
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d(:/jr‘:ﬁ(“/ From The 52 Eighteenth Street

ST Brlclgepor_t Wheeling, WV
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Bridgeport hopes
third time’s a charm
vs. Weir Madonna

» Bulldogs, Blue Dons meet Saturday
at 1 p.m. for OVAC Class 1-A crown

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

Bridgeport has won six of its
last seven boys’ basketball
games.

The lone blemish — a 71-
49 defeat at the hands of

- Weirton Madonna a week ago

on Frank Baxter Court in the
John J. Havlicek Gymnasium,

Well, the No. 2 seeded
Bulldogs (11-7) will get a
chance to exact some revenge
Saturday when they meet the
top-seeded Blue Dons (13-5)
for the Wheeling Haospital
OVAC Class A Championship.
Tip-off is set for 1 p.m. at Ohio
University Eastern. The time is
a change from the original time
due to a contlict with another
school.

In fact, Weliton Madonna
owns a pair of regular-season
victories over third-year head
coach Donnie Cash's squad as
they posted a'69-52 win on
Jan. 11 in Weirton.

“We're not ‘even thinking
about those two games,” said

Weirton Madonna assistant
coach Justin Shepard, who was

ON THE COVER
| PICTURED are a key play-

Creek), Chaz Lindsey
(Bridgeport) and Jared
‘| Andes (Shadyside).

| Carey Hirkala (Madonna)
‘|and  Vincent

Ay .s‘peaal "'group
-of kids and for
them to be play-

-ing for the OVAC .

“championshipis-. .
';s"omething

filling in for head coach
George Vargo at the mid-week
press conference. “Both of
those games were single-digit
games entering the fourth quar-

Ses, 1-A, Page 3

or for each of the eight
teams competiting this
weekend. Top row, from
left, are Jim Wood (Indian

Second row, from left, are

Tennant
(Linsly). Bottam row, from
left, are Kenny Shepherd
(John Marshall), D'Onte

Long {Wheeling Central)
and Anthony Vincent (St.
Clairsvifle).
Cover Desigr/EMILY DOMINICI
Tab DesigrvSETH STASKEY
WHAT'S INSIDE
Class 2-A.............. .5
Class 3-A............. .9
Class 4-A.............. 12
L HEALTH PLAN |
Haers For You B
1.800.824.6001
haalthplsn.omg
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Continued from Page 2

ter, so they have played us
tough.”

Cash had nothing but praise
for the opposition, saying
“we’ve pot to get out on their
shooters. They really hurt us
from the perimeter in both pre-
vious games with the (Sal)
Conti and (John) McCune kids.
They shoot it really well.
They're good shooters.”

So how does Cash and his
troops plan on stopping the
Blue Dons?

“Hopefully we can make
them drive to the basket and
then take that nway,” he noted.
“We're going to sit down with
the kids and go over the film
and see if we can break them
down a little bit more.”

Bridgeport advanced to the
championship tilt with a 66-29
blowout of No. 3 seed Valley

‘Tuesday night, while Weirton

Madonna moved on with a nar-
row, 43-40, victory over
fourth-seeded Zanesvilie
Rosecrans.

“I've been with this group
since they were freshmen,”
Cash said of his squad, *I-
coached them as freshmen and
then I got the job as head coach
the next year. I watched them
in junior high and they didn’t
win a game, so this is really
special to be playing for the
OVAC title.

“They are a really special
group of kids,” he went on.
“For them to be playing for the
OVAC championship is some-

_ thing special.”

While the Bulldogs have
been pretty good down the
stretch, the Blue Dons have
nine of their last 11 contests,
with the two setbacks coming

HEALTH PLAN
Hare For You

1.800.624.6961
heaithplan.crg

to Hancock County rivals Weir
and Oak Glen,

“Our kids huve played well
all season,” Shepard said.
“They are happy to be playing
for the OVAC title.”

Bridgeport is led by the sen- -

ior inside-outside duo of Mike
Bachie and Chaz Lindsey.
Bachie, a 6-ft.-3 workhorse,
scores at a 12,9 clip, just one-
tenth of a point better than the
6-ft. cat-quick Lindsey.

“Mike has been solid all sea-
son long,” Cash remarked.
“He's averaging a double-dou-
ble.”

However, if it had not been
for a long talk between the
coach and center, Bachie might
not even be on the floor,

“He was real iffy about
playing this season,” said his
head coach. *I sat down with
him and we talked. T told him
that if he gave it one more
chance that we wouid win an
OVAC title and he said ‘OK."”

In addition to his team-lead-
ing scoring total, Bachie also

.pulls down 11 rebounds a con-

test,
Cash had said following

Ses, 1-A, Page 4

===J§ BUFFALO WILD WINGS «/

=% GRILL & BAR

FEATURING.
14 SIGNATURE SAUCES (5

Tuesday 40¢ Wing Night
Thursday 50¢ Boneless Wings (« <)

! (I.
T L FILE PHOTO

BRIDGEPORT'S Danny Lennex glides in for a shot in a
game earller this season against Shadyside. Lennex and
the Bulldogs will meet Madonna for the OVAC 1-A title
Saturday.

BUEFALO WD WiINGS
=@ GRILL & BAR =
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Let’s Meet

The Teams

WEIRTON MADONNA
No Name

1 Corgy Hirkala
2 Justin Kendrick
3 Robert Parkins

4 Joa Gapilo
10 Jarred Elagnuﬂe

1

1

i
15 James MgFadden 1
21 Anthony Pistranton }
9

8

1

[}
=
x
-
o
w3

—ry

22 Sal Contl
24 Patrick McCung
Conner Arfia

[ainininhyalnlalslolall

/
Assistant Coamg%d;ﬁ Spinglla, Justin
Shapard Dennis Pelerson, Dutt Birkneimer,

Athienc Dweclor Michael Arlia

RT
No.Name Gr. Ht. Pos
0 Chaz Lindsey 12 510 G
1 KyieCash 159 G
Daniy Lennax 1264 F
3 Ryan Kreiter 1264 G
5 Davy Johnson 160 G
i oy Thoey 16 61§
m
12 Traw 50 G
15 Michas| Bachie 12 63 F
plembe, B
ppetman -
24 Justin Gregorele 11 61 G
32 Jonas Schneider 11 65 F
33 Nate Malaski 061 G

Head Coach: Donnie Cash )
Assistant Coachaes: Rick Yourkovich and
Nate Brinker.

Athlatic Dirsctor: Tush

Principal: Rob Zitz 0 §

BELMONT
SAVINGS

sured
by the |
g IDIC =



OVAC BOYS BASKETBALL

®1-A
Continued from Page 32

“Chaz has improved so
much since his freshman year
with his jumper and balthan-
dling. He came on the scene
[ate as a sophomore and has
started ever since.”

Besides scoring 12.8 points
an outing, Lindsey distributes
the ball to teammates for scor-
ing chances and also leads the
team in steals, with many lead-
ing to coast-to-coast layups.

However, the two aren’t the
ontly weapons Cash has in bis
arsenal as Ryan Kreiter, Danny
Lennex and Justin Gregorcic
all contribute in different ways.

“Ryan, Danny and Justin
are all great kids,” Cash noted.

“They may not score the points

HEALTH PLAN

that Mike and Chaz do, but
they do the intangibles that
make us better,” '
Gregorcic, the 'Dogs lead-
ing threat from beyond the
three-point arc, aver-
apes 8.4 points per
contest, while
Lennex adds
7.6 and
Kreiter 6.1,
T h e
Bulldogs
also receive
fine efforts
from fresh-
man Tre
Lindsey and
junior Mike Carr
off the
Lindsey, the cousin of
Chaz, scores 5.8 points an out-
ing; while Carr averages 2.4.
*“Tre has adapted real well
this season,” his coach said.
*He fitg right in with this group
because being Chaz’s cousin,

he has been playing in the open
gym with these kids since he
was in the fifth grade.

“Mike has been a spark for
us off the bench in the second

he is looking for
more = playing
time, not just
this season but
next year as
well.”

Cush said
for his team
to have a
chance - they
need to keep
the game as low
scoring as possi-
ble.

“We want quality
possessions each time we have
the basketball. They
(Madonna} like to push the ball
up court and would probably
like it 10 be a high scoring
game. However, we need (o

Photo Provided

PICTURED IS the 2007-08 Weirton Madonna Blue Dons Basketball Team. Front row, from left,
are Cory Hirkala, Justin Kendrick, Robert Parkins, Joe Capito, Jared Magnone, and John
McCune, Second row, from feft, are Head Coach Gearge Vargo, asslstant coach Justin Shepard,
James McFadden, Anthony Pietranton, Sal Conti, Coach Dennis Petersan, Connor Arlia, Matt
McFadden, Coach Michael Spinella and managar Cory Bray.

et

Member
FOIC

Hancock County
Saving Bank, rsB

Chester
304-387-1620 « B00-225-1620
Weirton-304-723-4140
New Cumberland-304-564-3368

www. hcsbank.com
GOOD LUCK TO ALL TEAMS

GOOD LUCK
WEIRTON
MADONNA BOYC
BACKETBALL

_From The
Weirton Area

Chamber of

Commerce
3174 Pennsylvania Ave., Suite 1
rton, WV

Pavlik Chevrolet-Chrysler
# Sales ® Leasing ® Service ® Parts
Volume Prices & Superior Service

| Your Satisfaction Is Our Guarantee |
Hours Mon. 1o Fi. B:00 AM. 15 5:00 P.M.
Open Late Mon. & Thurs. ] 7:00 P.M,
Sat. Open 900 AM. 10 LOO P M,
Fax: Maln:
WA7RE-A0E9 304-748-5515

3662 Main Street, Weinon, WY 25062

www.pavikmoton.com

Weirton,
304-748-7212
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half of the season and

LR I N N

keep it in the 50s or 60s for us
to win."”

Conti, a 6-ft. junior, leads
the Blue -Dons with a 17.2
point average;” which also tops
all small school performers in
the Ohio Valley, Corey Hirkala
adds 14.3, McCune 14.2 and
Justin Kendrick 10.

Hirkala, a 6-ft.-4 senior,
grabs just under [0 rebounds
per contest, while the 6-ft.-1
Kendrick adds six boards a
game.

Shepard says Kendrick's
status is questionable as he
missed three games last week
with a 100-degree temperature,
-He then missed the semifinal
against Rosecrans due to the
death of his grandmother.

“I’s been a tough week-
and-a-half for Justin,” Shepard
added.

Conti has led the Blue Dons
in scoring in seven contests,
including a season-high 28 in
the last victory over the
Bulldogs. McCune has also
been his team’s top scorer in
seven games and has a season-
high of 24.

North can he reached ot
knorth@#imesleaderontine com

Logonto
S [imes] eaderonting

FSTAR
CHRYSLER
$15° il

[EST

Family Owned Since 1917

“THomas::

RT. 40 MAIN ST. » ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OH

740-695-0452

SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT w
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Past OVAC

Hoop Champs

1844 A—Warwood; AA—Mariins Ferry, Floyd Baker
16d45: A—Warwood; AA—Linsly
1646: A= Wearwood; AA - Wair

16847 A—Lnion; AA-Wi
194B: A —Yorkvile; AA— Conlrat
1843 A= Unéon; AA - Whealing

}g:-um;mﬂ—fmmc«w
1852: A~Linion; Ak —Whessing

1654: A—Ghadyside, Richamd Ericson; AA—
Moundsvila

1855: A— , Richard Ericson; AA —Wheskng
1856: A—5t Jokn; AA—Triadajphia

1857; A—Powhalan; AA— Sisubemvlie

1958: A— Bethany, AA—Brdgeport; AAA —Whealing

1859; A— Cadiz; AA - Unlon; AAA = Stectbamilie
1960: A - Carlir; AA— B » AAA—Staubemitie
1861: A—Warren Con ad; AA - Shadysida,

1062: A—Warwood, AA-S de, Richard
Encson; AbA—Welr

1983: A~Paden Cly, Powhatan; AA—Bridgepon;
AAA—Wneeling Cantral

1964 A—Bi Donahua, Tom CGonnsi; AA—
Torcnto; AAA —Welr

1985. AA-—Shadysida, Jim Biangle; AAA—

Triadelphia
}ﬁﬁ-wmmw; AA—Bridgeport; AAA—
1867 A—Wayne, Rich Wilinskl: Woodsfield, Jim
Amodd; AA—Warwood, Jim Foti; AAA-—Bellatre,

Claira Cribbs

1969 A~ Mt. Pigasan; AA—St John Contral; AAA -
Tﬁarhfha‘ .

1963: A — Bathany, Ausa Schwertlegar, AA—S5t John
Cortral, Sy Kolesza; AAA —Whesling. Ed Mu

1970: A—Yorkvilla, Ken Aless; AA—Waren
Consolidated, Hamy Lazasy; AAA—Steubsenville,
Chuck Walt

197¢: A—Paden City, Bob Buron; AA—Linsly,
E Joseph; AAA - Steubernvile, Chock Walt
1972: A-Bi Donahua, Tom O'Connel; AA-
Endgs«pm Frank Baxter, AAA—John Marshall, Bl
rancis

1873 A~ Linsly, Dick Woodward; AA—River, Dick

T e
s A= T i - I

Ceniral, Stan Kanecks; AAA —Whesling, Sam ng

Dawson; AAA —Steubenvill
1976 A~Mingo, Dick Pannalt; AA— Welsvilla, Bob
Dawson; AAA — Wheeling, Sam
1977 A—Weirton nna, Aich Santili; AA—
Wellzsvile, Bob Dawson; AMA = Buckeye South, Hank
Lezaar; AAAA —Wheekng Park, Sam Andy

See, CHAMPS, Paga 7

* CHRYSLER

MONDAY - THURSDAY 9.7
FRIDAY 9-6 » SATURDAY 9-2
ww ThamasGarage.com

«cvmrerrma o vw e oy p e
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Shadyside, Linsly meet for 2-A title

- Top-seeded Tigers knocked off Cadets in overtime earlier this season; Championship game moved to 10 a.m.

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leadsr Sports Editor

Shadyside - and Linsly
hooked up in a classic last
month in Tigertown.

The two small-school pow-
ers will meet again this
Saturday, but the venue will be
neutral and a lot more is on the
line.

The Tigers and Cadets will
square off Saturday moming at
10 a.m. in the Class 2-A final
at Ohio University’'s Health
and Physical Education Center
as part of the Wheeling
Hospital OVAC Basketball
Championship.

The gaome time has been
changed from its original. The
game was switched with the 1-
A game to sccommaodate Tiger
fans who might want to make
the short trip out to Morristown
to take in the girls’ squad,
which opens its sectional tour-
nament.

No matter the time, place or
day, both coaches know their
teams will show up ready to go.

“it’s nice that {the OVAC)
moved our game to help our
fans, so they can go out and see
our girls play,” said Shadyside
head coach Ed Andes who's
guided his Tiger teams to four
of the school’s |1 OVAC boys
hoop litles. “Linsly is a very
athletic team and you can’t

afford to let down against
because they will run up points
in a hurry on you.”

While Shadyside — regard-
less of Saturday’s outcome —
has its state tonrnament to look
forward to, the same obviously
can't be said for the Cadets
who will return to regular sea-
son play next week and once
that completes later this month
turn the uniforms in and ready
for spring sports due to their
lack of affiliation to the West
Virginin SSAC.

That makes Saturday’s
game for all the marbles for
Coach Mark Dodd’s outfit,
which comes into the game
with a 1 1-5 record.

*This is something for us to
play for,” Dodd explained.
“Whether we go to this tourna-
ment or another it gives you a
little bit more incentive.”

Shadyside and Linsly both
had nip-and-tuck games to
reach Saturday’s final. The
Tigers knocked off fourth-
seeded Steubenville Catholic
by a 79-66 count, while Linsly
was a 37-35 victor over sec-
ond-seeded Fort Frye at
Beverly.

“After a lengthy road tI‘lp, it

was a great game,” Dodd said

of his team’s semifinal trip,
“(Fort Frye) was great {o us
down there and it was a great
gym and a great atmosphere,

NAILERS UPCOMING PROMOTIONS

SHADYSIDE SENIOR B.A.
Holloway is ons of the key
members of the Tigers’
team. He’s the leading scor-
er at better than 13 poinis
an outing. Shadyside is 17-
2 on the season and will
meet Linsly for the Class 2-
A title at 10 a.m. Saturday
at QUE.

T-L Fite Photo/JOEL JOSEPH

HEALTHELAH P
Here For You

1.800.624,8961
haaithplan.ory

Catch The Action!
14-Foot Screens Hi-D TV

", The Valley's

and finally we won a close
one,”

Andes said during an inter-
view earlier this week that he
thought any of the four teams,

See, 2-A, Paye 6

BLUE MAN GROUP FEB. 12TH » 7:30 P.M.
« Two Concert Tickets « Twnlmlm:ﬂcketm Hntelmomn Dinner for 2 ONLY $189

No. 1

(v

FRI.. FEB. 22ND 735 M.

ELMIRA JACKALS

® Sports
Garden

{ YA

304-234-GOAI.
or 877-NAILTIX
www.wheelingnatlers.com

Exit 2A

Carry
Out:
232-9555

STEAKS-RIBS-CHICKEN-SPAGHETTISEAFOOD-SALADS




OVAC BOYS BASKETBALL

T-L Phota/PAUL KRAJNYAK

> SHADYSIDE
TIGERS

PICTURED 1S the 2007-08 Shadyside Tigers Baskethall Team. In front is manager Toni
Andes. Knesling, from left, are Nathan Butts, Jared Andes, Dustin Sadlowski, BA
Holloway, Billy Merryman, Drew Kennon and Justin Andes. Standing, from left, are Nick
Schuetz, Patrick O'Donnell, head coach Ed Andes, Colby Emery, Heath Brooks, Dylan
Kimble, Tyler Cline, assistant coach John Beckett, Josh Eneix and Ellis Brown.

Andes insurance Agency
Inc. -

3700 CENTRAL AVENUE » SHADYSIDE, OHIO 43047 + 740/676-5342

GOOD
LUCK
TIGERS!

Love,
Basketball Moms

T

Mo Hoors 10 sump THROUGH |
JUST JESUS! |

Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
www.TimeForNewL.ife.com
676-7750

Mice ||
Cuyd'e
Nurcery

Cchool

455 E. 39 St.,
Shadyside

671-9616

GO TIGERCI
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® 2-A
Continued from Page 5

which qualified in the second-
smuallest division had a legiti-
mate shot at the gold trophy.

“1 thought anyone could win
and Steubenville Catholic was
a good team,” Andes said.
“This is a good tourmament
because the records are gone
and it’s a matter of who wins
two games in & row.”

Close -games have been a
problem for the Cadels thus far.
They dropped a verdict in over-
time to Class 3-A finalist
Wheeling Central, Martins
Ferry and these Tigers they are
about to meet.

“Sooner or later, it’s going
to even out, you think,” Dodd
said about the tight games
going his team. “Every season,
there are some of those Kinds of
games and I guess we lost ours
early. We avenged our PFerry
loss and hopefully that’s a
trend we can continue tonight.”

While Fort Frye dictated the

BELMONT CAREER CENTER.
~410.Fox. Shanrion Blace, .
St Clairsville, OH~
(740) 695-9130 4.
HARRISON'CAREER GENTER
82500 Cadiz Jewa!t Rcad
: Cadiz; O
(740} 942—2148

WWW‘B_HCCenters.com
 “Want Career

Success?
‘Get Career Skills!”

C.J. GOODWIN

tempa  throughout against
Linsly, don’t expect the Tigets
to sit back and make a bunch of
passes. They mave the ball, but
they are looking to play fast.

“When we are shooting the
ball well, we're tough to
guard,” Andes said, “We've
got a nice eight-man rotation
and we keep puys coming in
and out and we're looking to
get it out and go.”

Sounds like something the
Cadets are also looking for-
ward to.

“We're both athletic teams,
and 1 don’t think either of us
want to sit into an offense
where we make 10 or |2 pass-
es,” Dodd noted. “Hopefully,
that’s the case especially on
this bigger floor. We really like
our chances on a neuirai court.”

The Tigess' aforementioned
three-point shooters come at
teams in droves. As a team,

See, 2-A, Page 7

1000 Third St., New Martinsville, WV 26155
1-866-455- 2951 " Www, wa!sldeonliqe com

o = -




OVAC BOYS BASKETBALL

Let’s Meet

. Ht. Pos,

510G
61 G
62 G
510G
63 F
58 G
511G
510G
511G
510G

No.Name Gr.
2 Nick Schustz 10
3 Justin Andes 10
4 Jared Andes 12
5 Dylan Kimble 10
10 Nathan Bulis 1
11 Heath Brooks 10
15 Dustin Sadlowski 12
20 Patrick O'Donnell 10
25 B.A. Holloway 12
13 Billy Merryman 12
44 Braw Kennen 12

Head Coach: Ed Andes

Assistant Coaches: John

Mike Schianz.
Athletic Director: T{r)uFleming
Principal: Lamry Falba.
LINSLY
No.Name Gr.
& Davin Hardy 1
10 Cody Gamphell 12
11 Matt Fahey 1
12 Patrick Milton 1
14 Dmarr Moutton "
15 Russel Slayton 12
20 Chidozle Oparanozial?
21 Taylor Cecll 12
22 C.J. Goodwin 12
23 Jarred Hil 1§
24 Craig Kuhar 10
25 Vincent Tennant 11
30 Minho Kim 12
32 J.0. Ed 1t
M A Ci i 10
42 Sam Cecll 12

Head Coach: Mark Dadd
Assistant Coaches; Chad Bamett and

Michae! Hammond,

65 F

Backett and

Ht.
6-0
6-4
6-3
-1
6-1
60
81
B-2
62
&
6-1
6-3
6-0
6-3
58
4

Oﬁﬂmmmmmmﬂmmmmﬂmg

Athlatic Director: Dan Buchwach,

Principal: Rena Digric,

® Champs

Continued from Page 4

1978- A=
Shadyside, Tamy Sni
AAAA , Al

e Trail, Te
el AAA

Eatare i ot

— Cambridge
1879; A—Buckeye Tral, T » AA —Frontier;
m-smnmua mﬁ?kﬂ'ﬂsﬂm. Mark

1980: A—Buckeya Trak, Termy Leaggeit; AA—Mingo;

AAA—Martins Famy; AASA

il v

1981; A= "!I-"mﬂ, T H: AA —Frontier,
Hark mm—mx?ﬁ Hark Lazasz,
AAAA — Steubamvilie, Chuck Watt

1682: A—Sistersvilla; AA=—

Trall; AAA—

Butkeys
Wheeling Central; AAAA—Whaalng Park, Sam Andy
1883; A=Bishop Donahue, John Stanko; AA—

See, CHAMPS, Page 13

.13.5 points.
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@ 2-A
Continued from Page 6

Shadyside is hitting 39 percent
of its shots from downtown and
48 percent of its shots all told.

-“*Shooting (at OUE) is a lit-
tle different because there’s a
lot of room in the background,”
Dodd pointed out.

“Shadyside has shoofers and
they've spent a lot of time in
the gym shooting the ball, and
regardless of the gym, their
percentage isn’t pgoing to
change that much,”

Along with their shooting
ability, the Tigers’ present a
defensive challenge in terms of
you can’t key on just one play-
er as no fewer than four players
average double figures.

Senior B.A. Holloway leads
the way for the Orange with
Senior Billy
Merryman and sophomore
sixth man Justin Andes are next
in line at 11.5 points a night.

" Senior Jared Andes adds 10 .

points o game.

“If -this kid’s not playing
well we can turn to another
guy,” Andes said. “It's worked
out very well for us so far.”

Senior Drew Kennon is the
Tigers' post player. He uses his
6-ft-5 frame to score six points
and grab five rebounds a night.

Senior Dustin Sadlowski is

. the Orange defensive stopper

and chips in 4.5 points a night.

While the younger Andes is
the top sub, also used in the
mix are junior Nathan Butts
and sophomore Dylan Kimble
who score 5.5 and five points
each.

While the Tigers’ offense
has grown in consistency with
each passing game, the Orange
defense has also been solid this
season.

“We've been able to play
solid defense this season and
we'll need to do that again
because Linsly has so much
athleticism,” Andes pointed

www.wheelingsubaru.com

WERE DRIVEN BY OUR CUSTOMERS
"Rt. 40 East, EIm Grove » 304-242-7313

... Www.wheelingautomotivegroup.com

@VOLKSWAGEN
www.whealingvw.com

| 1-70 Exit 5 Route 40 East, Eim Grove

out.
“We know that if our shots
aren’t falling, we've gotto pick
it up on the defensive end.”

As for the Linsly offense,
the Cadets have three players
who are averaging in double
figures for the season.

DeMatr Moulton is leading
the way, netting 15.1 points a
game. Lightning-quick point
guard C.J. Goodwin and athlet-
ic swing player Cody Campbell
pour in 14,7 points a game

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

each.

“I think we’ve played well
the entire year,” Dodd said.
“There have been times down
the stretch of games where we
don’t handle situations the
proper or correct way, but
we're working on that.

“l think we're one of the
more athletic teams we've had,
but sometimes those kinds of
teams don’t win games neces-
sarily.”

The Cecils — Sam unc-l

-

Taylor - round out the
Cadets’ starting lineup. Sam
Cecil is the Linsly post player
and he scores 4.3 points, while
Taylor has struggled somewhat
shooting the ball from the
perimeter and nets 4,19 an out-
ing.

Senior Chidozie
Oparanozie, Sam- Milton and
Matt Fahey are the key reserves
for the Cadets,

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey@timesteaderontine com

LINSLY CADETS

PICTURED IS the-2007-08 Linsly Cadets Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are
Russell Slayton, Minho Kim, Sam Cecil, Taylor Cecil, Charaun Goodwin and Cody
Campbell. Middle row, from left, are Chidozie Oparanozie, Matt Fahey, Vincent Tennant
and J.D. Eddy. Back row, from left, are head coach Mark Dodd, Craig Kuher, DeMarr

IMMEDIATE

=
i

COVERAGE

- BERNIE GLENN

Insurance & Financial Services

Commercial & Residential » Multi-Policy Discounts
Low Down Payments

Auto * Home + Boat + Motoreycle « Life » Business
Pension Rollovers « IRA ¢+ Licensed in WV & OH

Moulton, Patrick Milton, Jarred Hill, A.J. Ciechomski and assistant coach Chad Barnett,

Bernie Glenn & Bob Hillen

bgins@verizon.net
1804 Warwood Ave., Wheeling + Fax: 304-277-3519

304-277-3239

Dr. Roy C. Harmon

* Podiatrist

* Foot Specialist

55 Fifteenth St., Wheeling, WV
Phone: (304) 232-2385

By Appolntment

“Custom Awards of
All Kinds”

Moving Soon to a

New Location,
Watch for Our Ad!

434 National Road, Wheeling

Phone: (304} 233-1925
Toll Free: (800) 446-1925

Emall: ovawards@comcast.net
www.ovawards.com

ZEE
PHOTOGRAPHY

31 Bishop St.,
Wheeling, WV

(304)

Gary Zee-

Photographer _
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Photo Courtesy/SLAVIK PHOTOGRAPHY
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ST. CLAIRSVILLE RED DEVILS

PICTURED IS the 2007-08 St. Clairsville Red Devils Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are Bo Kemo, Allen DeRosa and Phil Gross. Second
row, from left, are assistant coach Ryan Clifford, Alex Thomburg, Dan Slavik, Ryan Jarvie, Kaz Pata and assistant coach Justin Clifford. Back row,
from left, are Travis Wade, head coach Kim Clifford, Anthany Skrabak, Michael Bigelow, Derrik Baugh, Anthony Vincent, assistant coach Kevin

Sacco and Dustin Hynes.

Klutter Kloset
Consignment
Shop

Speciallzing In Naw & Gently Used
Chlildren's Clothes & Woman's Clothes
Please Call 2968-5323 for Detalls or
Stop In for Our )
GRAND OPENING on Feb. 15th

50580 Natlonal Rd. East, St. Clairsville
M-F 3-6 & Sat. 9-3 '

*Retirement
- Community
. Therapy & Rehabilitation -

- 100 Reservoir Rd.,
St. Clairsville, OH

 Heather Borkosld, Adminisirator:

Bells
Towing

-Bridgeport 635-1986

111 S. MARIETTA ST, St. Clairsville 699-1986

ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OH Bellaire 676-8729

740-695-1365| | coop Luck Rep DEVILS!

- GARAGE DOOR & OPENERS

Servicing Most Makes & Models

GENIE

128 South Sugar Street
5t. Clairsville

740-695-6454

" WE DO CPRING
REPAIRCI

No DSL? No cable? No problm.

HughesNet™ uses besding satallita jechnalogy to bring & superfast, always-on (Alernet conneclion o plsces
CSL e cadvie (rdartiet ci't raach.* S0 what sre you walling fort Ergoy the |mtamet the wy B was meant 1o be.
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* Downlced tage (s b minuies, not houm

¢ Frows up your phona lne—tak snd surf &t (he sawne tire
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Good Luck
Red Devils!

DENNY’S
HAIR
DESIGN

239 East Main Street

Progressivo
Hegh-spesd inacrat Ly St | HughesNet™ 128 5. Sugar SL, SU Clalrswilie, 08

PRO=AlRe

Heating & Air Conditioning

50580 National Rd,, St. Clalrsville 69 5-9 948

D>

WE SERVICE QH-LIC #24875

wessviee ' Turn to the Experts.  oruicsns

695-9101

$100 Mait-in Rebate”

Wrhr any lorsle I BORL

Stop by or call us today!

Communicatisns

(78] §35-B416 or (3] 488-4384
WYNLBTSrestivec s et

CUSTOM SCREEN PRINTING COMPUTER EMBROIDERY

GOOD LUCK RED DEVILC!
Jonking Qporting Goode

JOHN JENKINS ¢ QWNER
148 W. MAIN STREET, ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OH

(740) 695-9300 « (740) 695-3799
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St. C., Central clash in 3-A title game

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Spotis Editor

. History has a chance to be
made Saturday,

The St Clairsville Red
Devils have a rich athletic tra-
dition.

However, when yon walk
into the Devils’ Den and look
around at the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference champi-
onship banners that hang high
in the rafters, you see the sport
of basketball, but the word girls
is printed on each of the five
pennants.

Coach Kim Clifford and the
Red Devils hope 2008 is the
year where a boys banner is
finally hoisted into the rafters.

And for the first time in his-
tory, the 3-A title will be decid-
ed on the court as part of
Saturday's Wheeling Hospital
OVAC Basketball
Championships at  Ohio
University Eastern’s Health
and Physical Education Center.

The quest for the title will
by no means be an easy one as
the Red Devils — the second
seed — will'lock homns with
fourth-seeded Wheeling
Ceniral in the 4 p.m. contest.

“Winning the OVAC this
way (on the court) would be
even more gratifying,” Clifford
admitted. “We've always tried
to play a hig schedule and
sometimes it’s worked out the
way we wanted and sometimes

ANTHONY VINCENT

DUSTIN HYNES -

taking out Magnolia in a
thrilling semi-final contest,
which saw several lead changes
and a see-saw battle through-
out.

“We're trying to cafch our
breath after that game,”
Clifford said. *One of the nice
things going into the sectional
tournament is that we’'ve
already played in a tournament,
so we understand what it's
going to take. Magnolia is a
very talented team and our kids
managed to suck it up and get it
done.”

Wheeling Central, mean-
while, was one of two four
seeds to advance to the champi-
onship game, The Maroon

it hasn’t, but now it'll be deter-
mined Saturday.” :

It's probably safe to say the
Red Devils (15-4) and the
Marocon Knights (11-6) are the
premier athletic teams of Class
3-A this season. Remember,
the Knights' perfect football
season edged out the Red
Devils’ perfect season for the
conference title. Ironically,
three members of the Red
Devils' coaching staff and sev-

Hore For You

1.800.624.6061
- heaithiplan.org

HughesNat™ usas leading

satellite tachnology to bring

a super-fast, always-on

internet connection to places

DSL and cable Internet can't

reath.” So what Bre you waiting

for? Enjoy the Internet the

way it was meant to be.

- Faster surfing and instant
_email access

+ Download large files in
minutes, not hours

+ Frees up your phone line—
tatk and surf at the same time

+ Makes dialing in and logging
on a thing of the past
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$100 Mail-in Rebate”
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wnLETsIresshrocomLEel

HughesNetlHS

eral key players were on that
football team.

“I think the football thing
can enter a little bit in terms of
motivation,” Clifford said.
“I"m not sure we’re a great has-
ketbal} team, but our kids are
great compelitors and that’s
probably the hallmark of our
tearn, so I will take any advan-
tage I can pet.”

The Red Devils got into the
championship round thanks to

NP

. St. Clair
Auto Parts, Inc.

48530 National Road West,
St. Clairsville, Ohio 43950

Phone (740) 695-3501

GOOD LUCK
RED DEVILS!

Knights had stumbled some-
what down the stretch before
the cut-off date for the tourna-
ment and qualified {or the field
by just six hundredths of a

See, 3-A, Page 10

Ricardo D. Zambito, DDS
F ami[y,?mct!ice

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!
* Drilless Dentistry
* Intra-Oral Video Cameras
* Digital Photography
* Cerec-Same Day Crown Reconstruction
These are just a few of the many technologies in Dentistry that

Dr. Zambito & Dr. Rairigh have to offer their patients.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL
TEAMS IN THE BOYS
OVAC BASKETBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES!

Dr. Ricardo Zambito & Dr. Daniel Rairigh, Jr.

1201 Mt. DeChantal Rpad ® Wheeling, WV

(304) 243-1500 1

Tues. & Thurs. Evening Hours Available

* Laser Dentistry
* Rembrandt In-Office
Whitening System
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Continued from Page 9

point over Unicn Local.
However, they made the
most of their opportunity
Tuesday when they took out
top-seeded and red-hot Martins
Ferry at the brand-new Tolbert

Here For You

WHEELING GENTRAL

Gymnasium.

Clifford is highly in favor of
the new tournament format the
OVAC has adopted and mak-
ing the OVAC more competi-
tive is something he's pondered
for many years.

“I talked to (OVAC
Executive Secretary}) Tom
Rataiczak years ago and I
thought maybe everyone
should play at least once or
something to make it better,”
Clifford said. *The OVAC has

done spme great things and the
championship should be deter-
mined on the court, so this is a
long-time coming for basket-
ball.”

The Maroon Knights come
into the championship game
with an 11-6 mark, having won
two straight. After knocking off
Ferry, the Knights took care of
2-A finalist Linsly in a regular-
ly-scheduled countest this past

See, 3-A, Page 11

MAROON KNIGHTS

Pholo Provided

PICTURED IS the Wheeling Central Marcon Knights Boys Basketbali Team. The team
consists of Zach Hood, D'Onte Long, Jordan Sortage, Nick Hurley, Shane Phillips, Alex
Pelechutte, Cody Koehler, Joe Neidhardt, Eli Joseph, Jack Welshar and Cory McKitrick.

"ustom Awards o
All Kinds™

Moving Soonto a
New Location,
Watch for OQur Ad!

434 National Road, Wheeling

Phone: (304) 233-1925
Toll Free: (B00} 446-1925

Email: ovawards@comcast.net
WWw.ovawards.com

GOOD LUCK
WHEELING CENTRAL
MAROON KNIGHTS

R&V
Embroidery

Rick & Valerie Nau
275 Fuiton St., Wheeling

304-234-6650

Luw
General Practice P

Joseph J. Johin & Bounis 1. John

600D LUCK
MAROON KNIGHTS

b o
WV 2003

WHEELING CATHOLIC
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

233-1515 .\

WWW.WHEELINGCATHOLICSCHOOL.COM
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T-1. Flle Photo/JQEL JOSEPH
ST. CLAIRSVILLE’S Michaet Bigelow drives to the bucket
during a game last week. Bigelow Is the Red Devils' third-
leading scorer. He and his teammates will meet Wheeling
Central Saturday in the Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Basketball Championship at 4 p.m..

New Starts
start Here!

Want a fresh start on a new, healthier you?
Then now i5 the time and Howard Long is the place.

' We have professionally directed programs to fit
every bady, every age, every goal. ..

Weight loss programs and filness training
Aerobics and water aerobics

* Free weights and state-of-the-ant machines

* Sports and recreational activities galore

= Yoga, Pilates, all kinds of wellness programs

Insurance & Financial Services

Commercial & Residential » Multi-Policy Discounts
Low Down Payments

Auto » Home » Boat » Motorcycle « Life » Business
Pension Rollovers « IRA » Licensed in WV & OH

g bgins@verizon.net
Bernia Glen & Bob Hilkn 1804 Warwood Ave., Wheeling + Fax: 304-277-3519

304-277-3239

* Zumha, the new, hot craze in group exercise
It's a New Year! Start it right!
Call 242-WELL.

. Be Healthy. Be Happy. BeLONG!

Howard Long
WELLNESS CENTER
OF (J)WHEELING HOSPITAL
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Continued from Page 10

Wednesday.

“Basketball is very impor-
tant at Wheeling Central,”
Clifford said. “They have great
tradition and they are talented.
They play a tough schedule, so
their record is deceiving.” ,

The Central basketball tradi
tion is reflected by their count-.
less state championships and
also their 18 OVAC titles
Central is the two-time defend
ing champion, but that came in
Class 2-A,

The Knights average a
shade over 60 points a game
and have three players who
avernge double figures. Shane
Phillips leads the way at 11.8
points 4 night, while Cory-
McKitrick donates 10.7 and
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See, 3-A, Page 15

Let’s Meet

The Teams o

. . QUTSTANDING ,’1LA1]1
ST. CLAIRSVILLE :

No.Name Gr. Ht. Pos, . ATHIEVEMrny

3 BoKemo 1 510G

4 Anthony Vincent 1260 G
5 Dustin Hynes 1260 G
12 Kaz Pata 1260 F
14 Phil Gross 1161 F ; Ks8Ity
20 Michael Bigelow 12 82 F . :
21 Demik Baugh 1264 C
22 Ryan Janie 15106
24 Dan Slavik 10511G
30 Alex Thomburg 1060 F
32 Allen Derosa 8 65 C
M De'Leioun Jackson 12 62 G
40 Travis Wade 12511C
44 Ardhony Skrabak 12 83 C
Head Coach; Kim Chifford
Assistant Coaches: Kevin Sacco, Ryan
Clitford, Justin Clitford and Brian Gay.
Athletic Direcior: Kelly Rina.
Principal: Wall Skaggs
WHEELING CENTRAL
No.Namsa - Gr.Ht. Pos.
2 Zach Hood W57 G
11 D'Onta Long 1M1510G -
12 Jordanh Sortge 10 59 G
14 Nick Hudar 1 511G
20 Shane Phillips 1259 G
22 Alex Pelechutte 12 63 F
24 Cody Koehler NeE3 F
40 Jae Neidhardt 1059 G
42 Eli Joseph 162 F
44 Jack Weishar 1051 G
50 Cary McKitrick 1264 F
Head Goach; Mal Staphens ‘
Assistant Coaches: Dave Koehler, John -
Moora and Chris Stephens,
Atrletic Director; Mike Young

Princpal: Dr. JDS{.ip .V'I.gliaﬂé- . aII 695 9500 ext 1 099
- for more information.

Hure For You

Valedictorign
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Creek, JM unlikely 4-A matchup

- Redskins and Monarchs both went on the road and posted semi-final victories; Game set for 7 p.m.

By RICH GIBSON
Times Leader Sports Writer

How'd these guys get in
here?

You may be asking yourself
that  question  regarding
Saturday night’s inaugural
OVAC Wheeling Hospital big
school (4-A) title game featur-
ing John Marshall and Indian
Creek.

To be sure, opposing coach-
es Bill Storm (IM) and Joe
Dunlevy (Creek) had reason-
ably high hopes for their
respective programs before the
2007-08 season tipped off.

FIGGY’S
FUEL MART

OPEN Mon. thru Fri. 7 AM. - 9PM.
Sat. & Sun. 8 AM, -9DPM.

FIGURSKI'S “For All Occasions”
CATERING 546.3705

® 1

However, neither Storm. nor
Dunlevy circled Feb. 9 on their
calendars jn anticipation of an
eventual rendezvous - inside
Ohio University-Eastern’s spa-
cious athletic complex.

But IM (I1-6) vs. IC (14-
5) is, indeed, reality and on
paper, fans have every reason
to expect a highly competitive
maichup when the 4-A contest
tips off at 7:00,

The Creek and John
Marshall arrived here the old
fashioned way - they eamed
it, and both did so with dramat-
ic semifinal upset wins on the
road.

Storm’s Monarchs penetrat-
ed Wheeling Park’s Palace on
the Hill and handed Michagl
Jebbia’s top-seeded Patriots an
unexpected 67-58 setback,
Dunlevy, meanwhile, took his
team across the Ohio River to

second-seeded Weir High
where the Redskins prevailed
by a 54-49 count.

Dunlevy admits the futore
was anything but certain for his
squad earlier this season. “We
were pretty much struggling in

late December (after losses to

Edison and Martins Ferry),”
Dunlevy disclosed. “But we're
fortunate to have some Kkids
who possess basketball smasts.
They’ve improved consider-
ably, particularly at the defen-
sive end of the floor.”

Of the Creek's five set-
backs, only an early season loss
at Upper Arlington was inflict-
ed by 10 or more points. “We
got better on defense and were
able to cut down on mistakes
which were killing us,”
Dunlevy explained. “Our guys
have recopnized their respec-
tive roles and are playing real

Photo Couresy/PHOTOGRAPHY BY GEORGE

PICTURED IS the 2007-08 Indian Creek Redskins Basketball Team. Front row, from left are Scott
Starr, Mike Smith, Jim Wood, Jonathan Figel and R.J. Roberis. Second row, from left, are Tyler
Wolpert, Mike Wayt, Bryan Bowers Randy Hines, Luke Viltro, Danlal Dunlavy. Dustin Freshwater
Cullen DeSantis and Brennan Sims. Back row, from left, are Nick Otto, Bryan Rupert, Eric Price,

Gavin Smith, Caleb Thomas, Brandon Mathleu Doren Thomas, Adam

Jordan Spence and Evan Hopkins

G00D LUCK
INI]IAII BIIEEI(

WINTEIISVIllE
FIRE DEPARTMENT

Business Line: 740-264-4811
286 Luray Dr., Wintersvilte, OH 43953
" FOR EMERGENCIES

DIAL 911

oung, Hunter Graen

GOOD LUCK
INDIAN CREEK
BOYS BASKETBALL

AT THE

OVAC FINALS!H!

from...
The Athletie Department

-tributing to the right

well together as a
team.”

Dunlevy’s take on
John Marshall?
“They're definitely
hard to get a handle
on,” he advised,
“(Our scouiing
report) says JM is a
well-balanced team
with many different
players capable of
hurting you.
Obviously, we have
to defend the entire
floor and turn it up a
notch defensively.”

The = Redskins’
rotation features
savvy backcourt play :
starting with junior [*
point guard Daniel
Dunlevy (son of the |
coach). “He won’t |
shoot & lot but .han-
dles the ball well and
is generally good dis-

people,” Creek’s vet-
eran  hoops’ boss
declared.

Creek has a dandy
is 6-2 swingman
Mike Smith, a 17

ppg. scorer who has title.

T-L Fite F'hola

lNDIAN CREEK’S Mike Smith goes
up for a shot in a game earlier this
season. The Redskins will meet John
Marshall Saturday evening for the 4-A

come of nge during
the course of the season.
“Mike’s made steady progress
and is a definite offensive
threat,” Dunlevy noted.

The same can be said for
inside ace Jim Wood, a mobile
6-6 senior regarded as a excel-

. lent finisher inside, He recently

wheeled and dealed for 35
points during a key road win at

WATER TRANSPORT

METRERTIAL + COMMERCHL

*RENTAL » SALES

*BOTTLED and PRESSURE MODELS
*COLO0 or HOT ‘N coid

* REFRIGERATED COMPARTMENT

* PROMPT DELIVERY

«FREE INSTALLATION 8 SERVIGE

FREE 30
_ DAY TRIAL |

100 SAMM{ DR. « HOPEDALE, O 43076

264-9999 1157500

" 8t. Clairsville and nets just

under 17 per start.

“Jimmy has a strong inside
game but he’s also capuble of
stepping out and knocking
down an occasional three,”
Dunlevy reveiled.

Junior Luke Viltro, at 6-3 iy
a versatile player, averaging
just under 10 poinis a pop.
“Luke helps in a variety of
ways,” said Dunlevy of the
Skins’ leader in assists.

Senior Jonathan Figel, at 6-
2, has also been solid and is
recognized as an adept defend-
er. “Jonathan loves playing ‘D’
and has a great knack for taking
charges,” Dunlevy observed.

The Creek also recelves big-
time contributions from 6-1
senior R.J Roberts who earns
major minutes on a nightly
basis. Senior Scott Starr (6-4)
missed a portion of the cam-

See, 4-A, Page 13
~
Hern Por You
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)
Let’s Meet

INDIAN CREEK
No.Nams Gr. HtL  Pos,
5 Danied Dunlewy 1159 G
10 Cullen DeSantls 10 511G
11 Mike Smith 1262 F,
12 R.J. Robers 1261 G
14 Michael Wayt 1058 G
20 Gavin Smith 10516
21 Brannan Sims 1060 F
24 Luka Viltro 163 G
30 Bryan Bowers 1057 G
31 Jonathan Figel 1262 C
34 Scott Starr 1264 C
40 Jim Wood - 1265 F
Head Coach: Jos Dunlevy
Assistant Coaches: Hub Lucas, Mike
Furda and Rich Morelli.
Ahlatic Director: Jack Rowe
Principal: John Craig

JOHN MARSHALL

No.Name Gr.Ht Pos.
3 Josh Ovarholt 1264 F
4 Brock Melko 1158 G
5 Phit Namiik 1261 G
10 Casey Dafbaugh 11 510G
11 Travis Whitfig 158 G
12 Kenny Shephard 1266 C
20 Jeremy Hays 10 511G
22 Jason Eikleberry 11 61 G
23 Justin Eikebarry 11 6-3 F
24 Andrew Montes 11 61 G
32 Kylen Whipp 1264 F
33 Danny McClelland 11 66 F
40 Chad Whitlalch 11 62 F
42 Broc Jones 1163 F

" Head Coach: Bill Storm

Assistant Coaches: Mike Fero, Casey
Storm.

Athietic Director; Chuck Duckworth
Principat; Tom Wood.

@® Champs-

Continued from Page 10
Bridgeport; AAA—Wheefing Central; AAAA~
Winlsrsvile ]
1584; A—Weirion Madonna; AA—Welisvils, AAA -
Slm.rbanwﬂacm AAM Wlntermia
1885: A—
Germal

See, CHAMPS, Page 14

HEALTH PLAN
Here For You

1.800.624.6961 §
heatthpian.org
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@ 4-A
Continued from Page 6

paign battling mono but should be good to
go Saturday.

A pair of sophomores are also in the
mix -~ backup point gnard Bryan Bowers
{5-7) and two-guard Cullen DeSantis, who
stands 5-11,

Dunlevy's staff includes Rob Lucas,
Mike Furda and Rich Morelli.

Don’t put much stock in John
Marshall’'s 11-6 ledger. As-Storm points
out, the Glen Dale-based ball club has
endured three buzzer-beating reversals.

“We're relatively young and playing a
number of kids,” Storm pointed out. “We
feel the program is coming along nicely
* and we have solid potential,”

A former Monarch cage ace, Storm has
been involved with the program several
years but is just in his second as head hon-

cho.

Since suffering a major meltdown
recently at St. Clairsville where JM
coughed up a 26-point lead and went on to
lose, In overtime, the Stormtroopers have
rebounded nicely, running off four consec-
ulive wins.

The Monarchs are doing so a result of
consistent team play and contributions
from a lengthy list of candidates.

Primarily an adept unit of juniors,
inside ace Kenny Shepherd is a distinct
exception. Standing 6-6, Shepherd makes
his living scrapping underneath and has
posted a team-leading 12.6 ppg. norm.

Shepherd also brings down a team-lead-
ing 7.7 rebounds per outing.

The Brown and Gold’s junior class has
been superb, starting with 53-8 guard Brock

Melko. *He’s old school and one of our
leaders,” Storm advised. “Brock goes full-
tilt every night.”

Casey Defibaugh is also rock-solid, The
5-10 southpaw is a 7.2 ppg. scorer who
possesses *“a good feel for the game,”
according to Storm.

Another major player is 6-3 Justin
Eikleberry who doesn’t mind mixing it up
in the paint.. The same holds true for 6-6,
175-pound Danny McClelland.

When JM dials long distance, 6-1
Andrew Montes often makes the connec-
tion. Montes owns a team-leading 24 tri-
fectas as part of his 10.6 ppg. norm.
“When we get production from Andrew,
good things wsually happen,” Storm
offered.

Ses, 4-A, Page 14

THE ALL PRO TEAM

FORD » LINCOLN MERCURY

Good Luck To All OVAC
Championship Participants!

Exit 208 Off I-70 , Morristown, Ohio
740-782-1965 » 1-800-782-1965

SALES: MON.-FRI. 8-7 = SAT. 9-3
PARTS & SERVICE:
MON.-FRI. 8-5 = SAT. 9-3

Experience IS Better &
WE HAVE IT!

I'm not buying ‘til I've checked

FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY

GOOD LUCK MONARCHS!

MILLER CHIROPRACTIC
WELLNESS CENTER

Make Sure You
Do Not Have
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Conditions That

May Bench You

Dr. Duanne Miller, D.C.
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114 Lafayette Ave. ¢ Moundsville, WV
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PICTURED IS the 2007-08 John Marshall Monarch Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are Justin Eikleberry, Chad
Whitlatch, Brock Melko, Andrew Montes, Casey Defibaugh, Jeremy Hayes and Travis Whitfield. Second row, from left,
are assistant coach Mike Ferro, Phil Namlik, Kylen Whipp, Broc Jones, head coach Bill Storm, Danny McCleiland,

Kenny Shepherd, Josh Overholt, Jason Eikleberry and assistant coach Casey Storm.

Home Cooked Meals At Reasonable Prices

YOUNG’S
CAFETERIA

”Wc Do It the Old Pashzon Wa; J

~ GO MONARCHS!

Mike McCoy
Agent )

STATE FARM

o

900 Lafayette Ave.
Moundsville, WV 26041
Bus. 304.845.7660
Fax 304.843.1147

INSURANCE
' )

State Farm® |

Providing Insurance & Financial Services
Home Office: Bloomingion, lllincis 61710

“Like.a good neighbor, State Farm is there.””

John Marshall
Boy’s Basketball

From The
Monarch Boy’s Basketball
Boosters
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® 4-A
Continued from Page 10

Travis Whitfield, at 5-8, is
also a steady contributor and
poses additional problems for
JM opponents,

Oqe sophomore of note is 5-
11 Jeremy Hayes, younper
brother of Lady Monarchs’ star
Jessica Hayes

JM’s coach expects a highly
compelitive encounier with
Indian Creek. “Joe {Dunlevy)
does an outstanding job with
their program. His teams are
recognized for playing with
great inlensity and enthusiasm.
We realize we need to bring
our ‘A’ game.”

Storm’s staff of includes his
son, Casey Storm in addition to
Mike Ferro and Bill Gallagher.

Gibson can be recched at rgib-
som@timesleaderontine.com

® Champs

Continued from Page 13
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Continued from Page 11°

senior talent Alex Peluchette
donates 10.3 points,

*“You had better come ready
to play against Central if you
expect to beat them,” Clifford
continued. “They have been
through some wars with their
schedule.”

Cody Koehler (8.3 ppg) and
D)'Onte Long (6.1 ppp) are also
key contributors to the
Knights’ success.

The success and carry-over
has been something the Red
Devils have used to their
advantage afier a grid season in
which the Red Devils finished
12-1 and advanced to the
regional final.

While the winning mentality
was nice, the schedule changes

caused a back-log and NBA-
like schedule for the Red
Devils who were playing three
and sometimes four games a
week during the season. That
led to a look of fatigue, but now
that the schedule is back to a
normal routine, the Red Devils
appear to have found their sec-
ond wind.

“We're very pleased with
how our kids are playing and it
was nice to see that spark back
in their eye,” Clifford said. “To
see that enthusiasm and energy
was nice. Our kids always
played hard, but sometimes
they just didn't have it. We're a
little more comfortable now
that we're back to a regular
schedule.”

GOOD LUCK MONARCHS!

The— ‘
APPLIANCE
_CONNEETION

263 Jefferson Avenue, Moundsville

845-7686

Experience -
Dedication -

Qualifications -

Arrests and convictions of murderers, to include a serlal killer, rapists, drug
dealers, sexual abusers of children, and other criminals that prey on our

Citizens.

Vietnam Veteran, Law Enforcement Officer Instructor Since 1986,
Peace Officer of the Year, Former Deputy Sheriff/Investigator, Barnesville
Police Officer Investigator for the Belmont County Public Defenders Office,

The Red Devils employ a
nine-man rotation at the varsity
level. Senior Anthony Vincent
leads the way with 12.3 points
a game, He knocked down the
game-winning - free throws
against Magnolia. Classmate
Dustin Hynes nets 11.4 points
a game,

Senior Michael Bigelow has
been a big factor on both ends
for the Devils, He's an 8.9
points-per-game scorer and has

also charted 47 stenls and nine
blocked shots. Senior Derrik
Baugh patrols the paint for the
Red Devils, He scores nearly
seven points a contest and leads
the team in rebounding.
Rounding out the starting
lineup is sophomore point
guard Dan Slavik who scores
9.5 points a game and has real-
ly been coming on of late. He's
also a 31 “percent three-point
shooter and has buried a team-

high 36 treys,

Junior Ryan Jarvie is the
team’s sixth man. He’s been a
solid contributor, averaging
more than eight points a game,
Kaz Pata, Deleioun Jackson
and Anthony Skrabak come off
the bench for solid minutes. =~

Clifford js assisted by Ryan
Clifford, Kevin Sacco, Justin
Clifford and Brian Gay.

Staskey can be reached at
sstuskey@timesleaderoniine com

20%

- Presant this coupon to the cashier at the
lime: of sake end recetve 8 20% discount

off your lotal bl (including entrees,
drinks, side Bams end dasserts).

RESTAURANT
 EBAKERY

' CELE BrATE W)

OFF YOUR
TOTAL

en('/}ls

BILL ,

COUPON EXPIRES 3-14.08

& Marie Callerider’s Inc. FTU

Moundsville T Wheelin
I_1 05 North Lafayette Ave. Owned & Operated By 680 National Rd.
304-845-2290 Carolla Ventures, Inc. 304-232-5772

| For service. Dedication, Leadership, Commitment, ™
- EXperience, Qualifications, Integrity & L
No-Nonsense Law Enforcement In Beimont County

Re'—EIect Fred Thompson, Sheriff

Fred Thompson is the man for the job. His experience,

dedlcation, quallfications and aggressive work ethic In serving
the cltizens of Beimont County Is unsurpassed.

OVBF 34 years serving the citizens of Belmont County.

Former Bailiff/Probation Officer for Common Pleas Court,
Currently Belmont County Sheriff.

Pald for by the candldate Fred Thompson, 66263 Willow Grove Road, Bellalre, Ohlo 43805, Bonlta Thompson, Treasurer.
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50% OFF RETAIL ON SELECT FLOOR
BEDROOMS, LIVING ROOM GROUPS AND MORE!!

Queen : Queen

_Full King su : Twin Set Full Set King Set
RELNE.  $399 . 8599 $649 %999

mattress sale!:

Storewide Savings
- on These Restonic Mattresses! ' .
AT R ‘ K
Beautiful Dreamer Sweet Dreams
- Firm Pillow Top
3 4 9 Queen Set 3 9 gQueen Set
Twin Set SALE $249 Twin Set SALE $299
Full Set SALE $299 Full Set SALE $349
2 » King Set SALE $499 King Set SALE $549

'FREE DELIVRY’" FREE REMOVAL! « FREE SHEEP PLUSHIE ON MATTRESS SES ONLY!!

*Prior salas excluded, can not be combined with other offers, 12 months same as cash,
wlth a purchase of $1000 or more, with approved credit and 20% deposit required.

227 N. Lincoln Ave., Bridgeport, Ohio
Open Monday-Friday 10-7, Saturday 9-5

740-635-0652

www.wilsonfurniturestore.com
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i T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH
ST. CLAIRSVILLE head coach Kim Clifford looks for an
answer during Saturday’s game with Wheeling Central
Saturday. The Red Devils lost, 58-50. Additional images
can be found at cu.timesleaderoniine.com

» Bridgeport wins first boys
basketball championship in 25

years with upset of Madonna

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leadar Sports Editor

For the Bridgeport Bulldogs, the third was the S
charm. B
After dropping two verdicts to Weirton Madonna, #
including the final game of the regular season a little |
more than a week ago, the Bulldogs entered the
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball Championship

lacking to make ammends.

And Saturday afternocon at the
Health and Physical Education g
Center at Ohio University- /g
Eastern, revenge was taken by
the Rnlldnos

OVAC CHAMPS

' T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH
SHADYSIDE HEAD coach Ed Andes watches as his BRIDGEPORT HEAD coach Donnie Cash urges his
team found Itself in a triple OT game with Linsly team to box out during Saturday afternoon’s upset
Saturday. The Tigers prevailed, 69-64. Additional images Weirton Madonna, 49-37. Additional images can be
can be found at cu.timesfeaderonline.com found at cu.timesleaderoniine.com




AIler dropping two verdicts to Weirton Madonna,
including the final game of the regular season a little -
more than a week ago, the Bulldogs entered the
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball Championship
looking to make ammends.

And Saturday afternoon at the
Health and Physical Education
Center at Ohio University- /g
Eastern, revenge was taken by /J#
the Bulldogs.

With  the revenge,
Bridgeport got even more than
that, The win gives the
Bulldogs the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference
Championship for the first time since
1983, :
“This is a great feeling,” said Bridgeport head §
coach Donnie Cash during his post-game press confer.
ence. “Before we left the gym today, I made the kids
walk past the trophy case and look at that 1983 trophy |
and told them it would be great to put another one in
the case. It had been 25 years, so it was long over-
due.”

Getting to the point of the OVAC title wasn't as
simple as it may have seemed. Not only did
Bridgeport deal with its rigorous 18-game slate to °

qualify and then Valley on Tuesday, but Cash and the : '
Bulldogs had a tumultous pre-season with player MEMBERS OF the Bridgsport boys’ basketball team

See, BRIDGEPORT, Page C2

7 T-L Photo. H
pose with their Wheeling Hospital OVAC Championship trophy
Saturday afternoon following their 49-37 upset victary over top-seeded Weirton Madonna at Ohio University-Eastern.
Additional images can be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com

Shadyside edges Linsly in 3-OT classic
By RICH GIBSON O

Times Leader Sports Writer
‘Just a great high school
basketball game the fans were

You expected anything less?
After engaging in a down to the wire 66-65 overtime
chassic in the regular season, a Shadyside-Linsly rematch

was highly anticipated. ‘ . treated to today.’
The fact that it came in the Ohio Valley Athletic . ,
Conference’s inaugural hoops’ tournament only added to —Lins ly § Mark Dodd

the intrigue.

Not only did the two teams deliver another one-to- . .
remember presentation, Saturday morning’s 2-A pres- It seemed hardly fair Mark Dodd’s worthy Cadets
sure-cooker of a title clash evolved into something of Were declared anything less than co-champions consider-
epic proportion. . ing the effort and energy both teams put forth.

No less than three intense overtime periods were  “Just a great high school basketball game the fans
required before Ed Andes’ Tigers finally emerged with a Were treated to today,” Dodd disciosed. Amen to that.
impossible-to-forget 69-64 victory inside Ohio . There were so many twists and turns, rallys and

University Eastern’s impressive facility. See, SHADYSIDE, Page C2

| SHADYSIDE'S DREW

i Kennon makes a move

10 the hoop Saturday.

t The Tigers prevailed,

- 66-65, in triple overtime.

Additional images can

be found at

8 cu.timesieaderoniine.co
.

T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH

deserved to win,” said veteran St. C,
head coach Kim Clifford. “We gave
good effort, but Central was the better
team today.” :

While the loss will sting the Red
Devils for quite sometime, they'll have

St. Clairsville d h break
_ t. Clairsville drops heartbreaker, 58-50
ST. p b
CLAIRSVILLE By SETH STASKEY Conf hamni ip i -
sophomore Dan Tites Leader Sports Editor Ketball. | Crampionship in boys bas
Slavik drives : - ) Tradition-laden Wheeling Central
into Wheeling | f It just wasn’t meant to be for the St ywag all that stood in the Red Devils’
Central's Shane Clairsville Red Devils. way.
‘Phillips §  The Red Devils® basketball program However, that road block was just a
Saturday + has been an over-achieving bunch all little too much for the Red Devils to

season just a year removed from a sea-
son in which they advanced to the
Division II district final, but graduated
all five starters from that club.
However, as the wins mounted, the
Devils grew in cofidence and they came
+ to Ohio University Eastern Saturday
with one goal and that was the school’s
first-ever Ohio Valley Athletic

afterngon. The §
Maroon Knights
won, 58-50.

overcome.

Wheeling Central will make room in
its gymnasium for the school’s 19th
conference title and third in a row, but
first in Class 3-A after posting a hard-
fought 58-50 win over St, Clairsville in
front of a jam-packed Health and
Physical Education Center.

“Hats off to Wheeling Central, they

T-L Photo/JOE
JOSEPH

to shake it off quickly as Division II1
sectional play opens for them Thursday
at Byesville against Barnesville.
“We’ll take (Sunday) off and
Monday. we’'ll be ready to pick it up
and get back after it,” Clifford said.
“These guys will rebound. Monday will
be a typical practice and we’ll get ready

See, ST. CLAIRSVILLE, Page C2




' SPORTS

T-L PHOTOAOEL JOSEPH
THE SHADYSIDE Tigers pose with their Wheeling Hospital OVAC Class 2-A Boys

Basketball Championship Trophy Saturday afternoon. The Tigers outlasted Linsly 63-64
in a triple overtime thriller. Additional images can be found at cu.timesleaderoniine.com

o Shady_side

Continued from Page C1

counter-rallies and emotional swings,
both players and coaches were put through the
wringer.

“This one’s for our five seniors,” a happy
Andes declared. “It was a total team victory and
that’s how we like to win them. We’re thrilled
to be part of this first-cver (tournament format)
that, frem here, will be decided on the court.
It’s a great accomplishment for our kids.”

In the end, Shadyside prevailed via its ability
to convert at the foul line. The Tigers nailed 18-
of-21 overall but were particularly ctutch duc-
ing the 12 minute extra sessions in which they
cashed 13-of-15. .

" Linsly, meanwhile, endured 3-of-23 inaccu-
racy and could point to several key misfires
which cost the Cadets an opportunity for victo-

“We’ve been up and down all season (at the
line),” Dodd confessed. “We go 25-0f-30 one
night and maybe 0-of-11 another. It’s frustrat-
ing."”

Saturday’s early start seemed to adversely
affect both teams. “1t's kinda different getting
up at RB:00 (a.m.) then getting on the bus to
come play a game,” remarked Cadets’ senior
Sam Cecil who painfully endured a pair of
missed free throws with the game deadlocked in
the first overtime's final 1.7 ticks.

Shadyside was forced to dodge more than
one bullet before surviving.

With Linsly holding for the final shot of reg-
ulation, Cadets’ ace Cody Campbell was whis-
tled for a controversial five-second violation, a
call which left his coach staring in disbelief.

Seconds later, it appeared the Bengals were
regulation victors, however, a brilliantly execut-

Linsly grabbed two early leads, the last at
61-60 before Jared Andes delivered his fifth,
three-point hoop of the day, sending Shadyside
ahead for good.

In the final 46 ticks, sophomore Dylan
Kimble calmly knocked down a pair from the
styipe and Jared Andes applied the clincher sec-
onds later. ;

Shadyside, a prolific three-point shooting
team, finished with 11 trifectas compared to
three from Linsly, all authored by senior wing
Cody Campbell.

“After our game during the regular season, |
had a good idea this ene would be similar,” the
Tigers’ boss explained. “You have to go with
your strengths and we finally started hitting
some threes. I'm really proud of my guys.”

Jared Andes tallied a team-leading 25 points,
14 of which came during the three overtimes.
Merryman rifled home five treys to total 15 and
dependable B.A. Holioway pitched in 13,

The winners benefited from another unsung
effort from senior Drew Kennon who recorded
10 clutch points,

Campbel]l was exceptional in defeat. The 6-4
senior duplicated his regular season output (25
points) against the Tigers and also landed 10
rebounds. Goodwin, following a slow start,
came on strong to net 21 markers and record
four steals. Linsly’s talented junior guard
DeMar Motuiton provided 10-point support.
Sam Cecil worked the boards for nine rebounds.

Shadyside shot 20 of 53 from the field and
collected 3! rebounds with Holloway nabbing
seven. The Tigers overcame 13 turnovers.
Linsly went 26-0f-63 from the perimeter and
nabbed 36 stray shots. The Cadets were guilty

of 19 giveaways.
Nnow IR.7? Shaducide awaitc NMivicinn TV

® Bridgeport -
Continued from Page Ct

defections as well as questions
whether or not senior Mike

- Bachie would play.

“We definitely didn't have a
normal pre-season,” Cash
smiled. “The kids battled
through it, but stuff like that
happens, and throughout the
season these kids baitled every
night.”

Making it through a tough
stretch is usually a credit to the
leadership and Cash turned to
four quality seniors, including
the aforementioned Bachie, to
get it done. It’s the same group
of seniors Cash coached during
the younger years of their
career and watched. them limp
through a winless season in
Junior high.

Now, they will place the
OVAC gold trophy direcily in
the trophy case outside of the

vlicek Gymoasium.

“These four kids have been
through the pood and bad of
the Bridgeport basketball pro-
gram,” Cash pointed out. “To
win an OVAC title their senior
year shows how special of a
group these kids are.”

While the Bulldops are
vasking in the glory of their
title and making travel plans to
WesBanco Arena in May for
the annual OVAC Banquet of
Champions, the Blue Dons
must get back to work and fin-
ish their regular season before
entering West Virginia post-
season play.

“I don’t know if Bridgeport
beat us (Saturday), but they
came out with more points,”
said Madonna head coach
George Vargo who watched
his team slip to 13-6 on the
season. “Coach Cash and his
kids did a great job today. Our
kids played hard the entire
game, but unfortunately the
ball didn’t fall for us when we
needed it to.”

The Blue Dons — who
were the top seed in the Class
1-A tournament and took care

-of Bishop Rosecrans in the

semifinals — appeared to be
ready to deliver the knock-out
blow during the second half
when they extended the lead to
31-24, but the Bulldogs closed
the period with a mini-spurt to
make it a 33-31 reading enter-
ing the fourth.

T shma LFmanatl 24 cenma A T1
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T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH

BRIDGEPORT’S MIKE Bachie (15) goes strong to the
basket Saturday afternoon against Weirton Madonna in
the Wheeling Hospital OVAC Championships. The
Bulldogs won. Addifional images can be found at

cu.limesfeaderoniine.com

in the fourth period. Bachie
had a pair of field goals, while
Lindsey scored 0 of his 21 in
the final chapter.

“Both Bachie and Chaz
played preat today,” Cash said.
“Chaz made a few key plays in
the fourth quarter and Bachie
was tough inside, but our other
two seniors did a great job as

wrall and thaie ctato micht anr

10 boards to go along with his
14 points. He had six of those
boards in the fourth period.

Scoring:
BgHIDeEPUHT (49) —

lLindsey 6, 8-13 21; Lennex 1, -2 2;
Kreiter 1, 2-5 4; T. Lindsey G, 0-0 0;
Bachie 6, 2-5 14; Carmr 1, 00 2;
Gregorelc 2, 0-0 8; Totals: 17, 12-25 45.
MADORNNA (37) — Hirklala 4, 1-1 11;
Kendrick 1, 0-2 2; Capito 1, 0-0 2;
McCune 1, 1-2 3; Pletranton 0, 0-0 0;
Conti 6. 6-7 19: Arla 0 00 0: P




wring'er. ’ -

“This one’s for our five senioss,” a happy
Andes declared. It was a total team victory and
that’s how we like to win them. We're thrilled
to be part of this first-ever (fournament format)
that, from here, will be’decided on the court.
It’s a great accomplishment for our kids.”

In the end, Shadyside prevailed vis its ability
to convert at the foul line. The Tigers nailed 18-
of-21 overall but were particularly cluich dur-
ing the 12 minute extra sessions in which they
cashed 13-of-15.
" Linsly, meanwhile, endured 9-of-23 inaccu-
racy and conid point to several key misfires
which cost the Cadets an opportunity for victo-

“We’ve been up and down all season (at the
line),” Dodd confessed. “We go 25-0f-30 one
night and maybe 0-of-11 onother. It's frustrat-
ing.”

Saturday’s early start seemed to adversely
affect both teams. “1t’s kinda different getting
- up at 8:00 (a.m.) then petting on the bus Lo
come play a game,” remarked Cadets’ senior
Sam Cecil who painfully endured a pair of
missed free throws with the game deadlocked in
the first overtime’s final 1.7 ticks.

Shadyside was forced to dodge more than
one bullet before surviving.

With Linsly holding for the final shot of reg-
ulation, Cadets’ ace Cody Campbell was whis-
tled for a controversial five-second violation, a
call which left his coach staring in disbelief.

Seconds later, it appeared the Bengals were
regulation victors, however, a brilliantly execut-
ed inbound play failed to pay off when sopho-
more Justin Andes saw his open Iayup spin off
the rim as time expired.

Linsly then mounted a 54-49 upperhand
with 90 seconds remaining in the secqnd OT.
Shadyside, though stormed back, keyed by
Billy Merryman’s big-time three-pointer and
four foul line connections by Jared Andes.

A Justin Andes foul conversion had
Shadyside on the verge of victory until Linsly’s
CJ. Goodwin barely beat the buzzer with a dra-
matic game-tying puthack to force a third over-
time.

@ St. Clairsville

G r e e e g

ahead for good.”

In the final 46 ticks, sophomore Dylan
Kimble calmly knocked down a pair from the
styipe and Jared Andes applied the clincher sec-
onds later.

Shadyside, a prolific three- point shooting
team, finished with 11 trifectas compared to
three from Linsly, all authored by senior wing
Cody Campbell.

“After our game during the regular season, |
had a good idea this one would be similar,” the
Tigers” boss explained. “You have to go with
your strenglhs and we fipally started hitting
some threes. I'm really proud of my guys.”

Jared Andes tallied a team-leading 25 points,
14 of which came during the three overtimes.
Merryman rifled home five treys to total 15 and
dependable B.A. Holloway pitched in 13.

The winners berefited from another unsung
effort from senior Drew Kennon who recorded
10 clutch points.

Campbell was exceptional in defeat. The 6-4
senior duplicated his regular season output (25
points) against the Tigers and also landed 10
rebounds. Goodwin, following a slow start,
came on strong to net 21 markers and record
four steals. Linsly’s talented jumior guard
DeMar Moulton provided |0-point support.
Sam Cecil worked the boards for nine rebounds.

Shadyside shot 20 of 53 from the field and
collected 31 rebounds with Holloway nabbing
seven. The Tigers overcame 15 turnovers.
Linsly went 26-0f-63 from the perimeter and
nabbed 36 siray shots. The Cadets were guilty
of 19 giveaways,

Now 18-2, Shadyside awaits Division IV
sectional play Feb. 18 when the Qrange oppase
Beallsville. Linsly (! 1-6) returns to regular sea-
son. play Tuesday at home against Parkersburg

Catholic.- _

LINSLY {64} — Hill 0, 0-0-0; Milton 0, 0-0 O; Fahey 0, 0-0
0; Slayton 0, 0-2 0; Cecil, T. 2, -1 4; Cecil, S. 1, 2-6 4;
Moulicn 4, 2-4 10; Goodwin 3, 3-4 21; 10, 2-8 25.
Tolals — 26, 8-23. SHADYSIDE (63} — Sadlowskl 0, G-0 0;
Andes, Jus. 0, 1-2 1; Kimble 0, 2-2 2; Butts 1, 1-2 3; Kennon
5, 0-1 10; Holloway 3, 6-6 13; Mermyman 5, 0-0 15; Andes,
Jar. 6, B-B 25. Totals — 20, 18-21.

Th int goals, Linsly — Campbe-]l (3). Shadyskle —
Jar. Andes (5), Merryman (5}, Holloway.

Gibson may be reached at:

son@timesleaderonline.com

reib-

Continued from Page Ci

to go.”

The Maroon Knighis
claimed the title as the fourth
seed in the field. They knocked
off both Martins Ferry and
now the Red Devils en route to
the crown. Their road gets no
easier as they will meet
Wheeling Park Wednesday at
WesBanco Arena.

“We were happy to even get
into the tournament.” said Mel
Stephens. “We left for a road
trip down state and thought
Union Local was going to get
in, so it was to our surprise
when we got in, but when we
did get in, we felt we could
compete with anyone in the
field.”

The Knights were a wire-to-
wire leader in the contest.
They assumed a 12-6 upper-
hand after one period, but the

but if you don’t throw the
leather through the iron, you
come away with nothing, and
that was probably the tale of
the game.”

The Saints” offensive pro-
duction continued to struggle
in the third as Central -
behind seven points from
D’Onte Long extended its lead
to41-31.

However, the Red Devils
had been faced with deeper
holes, inciuding a 26-point
deficit against 4-A finalist
John Marshall last month,
which they had climbed out of.

“Once we got on a run, 1
was completely confident we'd
be okay,” Clitford said. “It’s a
cliche, but we just couldn’t get
over the hump.”

The Red Devils seized the
momegrtum in the fourth, scor-

his veins when he drilled a
triple from the right corner.
“We putted it out,”
Stephens said. “(Sortge and
Hood) are sophomores in class,
but they've got a lot invested
in basketball and they are

probably well beyond their |

years in basketball terms.”
Central was led in the scor-

ing column by senior post |

player Cory McKitrick who
netted 15 points. He finished
with six boards, Pelechutte and
Long each had 10.

St. Clairsviile was led by
senior Dustin Hynes who
scored 12 points. Derrik
Baugh added 10 points.

“I thought we had some
times during the game where
we could have made them
break, but (Central) didn’t
break, and that’s a credit to

year shows how special ol a
eroup these kids are.”

While the Bulldogs are
vasking in the glory of their
title and making travel plans to
WesBanco Arena in May for
the annual OVAC Banquet of
Champions, the Blue Dons
must get back to work and fin-
ish their regular season before
entering West Virginia post-
season play.

“I don’t know if Bridgeport
beat us (Saturday), but they
came ont with more points,”
said Madonna head coach
George Vargo who watched
his team slip to 13-6 on the
season. “Coach Cash and his
kids did a great job today. Our
kids played hard the entire
game, but unfortunately the
ball didn’t fall for us when we
needed it to.”

The Blue Dons - who
were the top seed in the Class
1-A tournament and took care

-of Bishop Rosecrans in the

semifinals — appeared to be
ready ‘to deliver the knock-out
blow during the second half
when they extended the lead to
31-24, bui the Bulldogs closed
the period with a mini-spurt to
make it a 33-31 reading enter-
ing the fourtl.

In the fourth, it was all

‘Bridgeport

With Bachie doing work on
the interior and Lindsey run-
ning the show on the point, the
Bulldogs went on a 18-4 run

.

T- L Photcu'JOEL JOSEPH

BFIIDGEPOHT’S MIKE Bachie {15) goes strong to the
basket Saturday afternoon against Weirton Madonna in
the Wheeling Hospital OVAC Championships. The
Bulldogs won. Additional images can be found al

cu.timesleaderonline.com

in the fourth period. Bachie
had a pair of field goals, while
Lindsey scored 10 of his 21 in
the final chapter.

“Both Bachie and Chaz
played great today,” Cash said.
“Chaz made o few key plays in
the fourth quarter and Bachie
was tough inside, but our other
two seniors did a great job as
well and their stats might not
show up in the boxscore, but
they do so many intangible
things.” -

Bachie finished with yet
another double-double, adding

10 boards to go along with his
14 points. He had six of those
boards in the fourth period.

ScorinEgF;
IDGEPORT (48) —
Lindsey 8, 8-1321; Lennex 1,0-2 2;

Kreiter 1, 2-5 4; T. Lindsey 0, 0-0 O;
Bachia 6, 2-5 14; Carr 1, 0-0 2;
Gregarcle 2, 0-0 6; Totals: 17, 12-25 44,
MADHONNA (37} — Hirklala 4, 1-1 11;
Kendrick 1, 0-2 2; Capito 1, 0-0 2;
MeCune 1, 1-2 3; Pietranton 0, 0-0 0;
Contl 8, 6-7 19; Arkia 0, 0-0 0; P.
McCuna 0, 00 0; 13, B-12 37.
Three-Point Goals: B — Lindsey,
Gregoreic (2). M — Hirkata (2), Contl.
Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.co

m

" AP Phato
DUKE FANS reach out for Boston College's Tyler Roche as he inbounds the ball during
the first half of a college basketball game in Durham, N.C., Saturday. Duke won 90-80.

Memphis still only unbeaten;
Duke, Tennessee, Texas win

"MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) ~ Joey Dorsey had  basket represented his only points of the game.

12 points and 13 rebounds and top-ranked

AMMarmrnhin cmeenl;ad tha medlam?s Al

[ Y S

No. 12 Texas 71, Towa State 65, OT
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with YU seconds 1emaning in the secqna wi.
Shadyside, though stormed back, keyed by
Billy Merryman’s big-time three-pointer and
four foul line connections by Jared Andes.

A Justin Andes foul conversion had
Shadyside on the verge of victory until Linsly’s
C.J. Goodwin barely beat the buzzer with a dra-
matic game-tying putback to force a third over-

LINSLY (84) — Hill 0, 0-0-0; Miltan 0, 0-0 0; Fahey 0, 0-0
0; Slayton @, 0-2 0; Cecll, T. 2, 0-1 4; Cecll, S. 1, 2-8 4;
Moution 4, 2-4 10; Goodwin 9, 3-4 21, Campbsell 10, 26 25.
Totals — 28, 9-23. SHADYSIDE (69) — Sadlowski 0, 0-0 0,
Andes, Jus. 0, 1-2 1; Kimble 0, 2-2 2; Butts 1, 1-2 3; Kennan
5, 0-1 10; Hoilloway 3, 6-8 13; Merryman 5, 00 15; Andes,
Jar. 8, 8-8 25, Tolals — 20, 18-21.

Thres-point goals. Linsly — Campball (3). Shadyside —
Jar. Andes (5), Merryman (5), Holloway.

Gibson may be reached ar: rgib-

time.
® St. Clairsville

Continued from Page C1

to go.”

The Maroon Knights
claimed the title as the fourth
seed in the field. They knocked
off both Martins Ferry and
now the Red Devils en route to
the crown. Their road gets no
easier as they will meet
Wheeling Park Wednesday at
WesBanco Arena.

“We were happy to even get
into the tournament,” said Mel
Stephens. “We left for a road
trip down state and thought
Union Local was going to get
in, so it was to our surprise
when we got in, but when we
did get in, we felt we could
compeie with anyone in the
field.”

The Knights were a wire-to-
wire leader in the contest.
They assumed a 12-6 upper-
hand after one period, but the
Red Devils cut into the margin
with a 13-12 second period.

“We were a little out of
sync in the first quarter (offen-
sively),” Clifford said. “Part of
that probably had to do with
the magnitude of the game, but
we finaily got our rhythm a lit-
tle bit.”

In the first half, the Red
Devils struggled mightily to
get their offense going. They
struggled from the floor for the
entire contest, meshing 15-of-
40 from two and sank only
two-of- i 8 from deep.

“Basketball is a cruel
game,” Clifford continued,
“You can do everything right,

son@timesleaderonline.com

but if you don't throw the
Teather throngh the iron, you
come away with nothing, and
that was probably the tale of
the game.”

The Saints’ offensive pro-
duction continued to struggle

“in the third as Central -

behind seven points from
D’Onte Long extended its lead
i041-31.

However, the Red Devils
had been faced with deeper
holes, including a 26-point
deficit against 4-A finalist
John Marshall last month,
which they had climbed out of.

“Once we got on a run, |
was completely confident we’d
be okay,” Clifford said. “It's a
cliche, but we just couldn’t get
over the hump.”

The Red Devils seized the
momentum in the fourth, scor-
ing the first eight points of the
period before Jordan Serige
meshed a trey from the right
wing. Central’s heart-and-soul
Alex Peleuchtte tallied on the
next trip to regain the momen-
tum for the Knights.

“That was a huge shot,”
Clifford said of Sortge’s triple.
“Throughout the season, we’ve
made huge shots like that. That
was pretty much a dagger for
us.”

The Red Devils scratched
and clawed their way back
once again and got within five,
but sophomore Zach Hood —
seeing his first action of the
contest — showed the ice in

his veins when he drilled a
triple from the right corner.
“We gutted it ont,”

Stephens said. “(Sortge and |

Hood) are sophomores in class,
but they’ve got a lot invested
in basketball and they are
probably well beyond their
years in basketball terms.”
Central was led in the scor-

ing column by senior post |

player Cory McKitrick who
netted 15 points. He finished
with six boards. Pelechutte and
Long each had 10.

St. Clairsville was led by
senior Dustin Hynes who
scored 12 points. Derrik
Baugh added 10 points.

“I thought we had some
times during the game where
we could have made them
break, but (Central) didn’t
break, and that's a credit to
them,” Clifford noted. **

Central held a 27-22 edge
on the boards, but was guilty
of 14 turnovers, {wo more than
the Red Devils.

Scoring:

WHEELING CENTRAL (58) —
Hood 4, 0-0 3; Long 4, 2-3 10; Sorlge 1,
0-0 3; Hurley D, 00 ; Phillips 1, 44 6;
Poeluchette 4, 2-2 10; Koehler 4, 1-2 9,
Joseph 1, 0-0 2; Welshar 0, 0-0 0;
McKitrick 5, 5-7 t5; Totals: 21, 14-18
58, ST. CLAIRSVILLE (50) — Vincent
2,3-68;Hynes 4,3-512; Pata 0, 1-2 1;
Blgelow 2, 7-8 11; Baugh 5, 0-2 10;
Jarvie 2, 0-0 4; Skrabak 2, 0-0 4; Totals:
17, 14-23 50. -

Three-Point Goals: WG - Heod,
Sorge. 5t. C. — Vincent, Hymes.

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskev@timesleaderonline.co
i1

Williams leads Ohio U. past W. Michigan

ATHENS, Ohio (AP) — Leon Williams

left.

score¢t Ohio’s final seven points, including
three free throws in the last 42 seconds, to lead
the Bobcats past Western Michigan 57-54 on
Saturday.

" Williams, who totaled 26 points and 15
rebounds, hit a jumper with 3 minutes left to
pull the Bobcats {16-7, 7-3 Mid-American
Conference) even at 52, '

Williams then hit a pair of foul shots with

1:19 remaining for the lead before David Kool

tied it again with a field goal with 52 seconds

Williams was fouled with 42 seconds and hit
the first of two free throws. After Kool missed a
3-pointer for the Broncos (13-10, 7-3),
Williams came up with the rebound and was
fouled with 12 seconds left. He made both
shots for a 57-54 lead.

Koot and Andre Ricks then missed 3-pointers
in the closing seconds for the Broncos,

Kool led Western Michigan with 17 points,
with Joe Reitz adding 12 and Derek Fracalossi
10 points. '

Buildogs went on a 18-4 run another double-double, addmg m

AP Pholo

DUKE FANS reach out for Boston College's Tyler Roche as he inbounds the ball during
the first half of a college basketball game in Durham, N.C., Saturday. Duke won S0-80.

Memphis still only unbeaten;
Duke, Tennessee, Texas win

‘MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — Joey Dorsey had
12 points and 13 rebounds and top-ranked
Memphis remained the nation’s only undefeat-
ed team with an 85-64 win over Central Florida
on Saturday.

Derrick Rose led the Tigers (23-0, 9-0
Conference USA) with 15 points, and Antonio
Anderson scored 11 as Memphis extended the
country’s longest active home winning streak to
46 and continued their conference supremacy.

No. 2 Duke 90, Boston College 80

DURHAM, N.C. (AP) - Kyle Singler
scored 24 points and the Blue Devils shook off
some early cold shooting to beat Boston
College and extend their winning streak to 11.

DeMarcus Nelson added 23 for Duke (21-1,
9-0 ACC), which used a 17-2 run to take control.

Tyrese Rice, the lengue’s second-leading
scorer, scored 18 of his 28 points in the first
half for the Eagles (12-10, 3-6), who shot 55
percent but allowed an eight-point first-half
lead to slip away in losing their sixth straight
and falling to 0-4 at Cameron Indoor Stadium.

Ng. 7 Tennessee 47, LSU 45

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) - JalJuan
Smith’s steal and layup with 11 seconds left
gave the Volunteers a win over the Tigers in
their first game since the firing of coach John
Brady.

Tennessee (21-2, 8-1 SEC) had lost all of a
I 2-point second-half advantage .when Chris
Johnson converted a three-point play with 1:15
left. LSU squandered a chance to take the lead
moments later, and Smith made his steal from
Marcus Thomton and drove almaost three-quar-
ters of the court for the go-ahead layup. The

basket represented his only points of the game.
No. 12 Texas 71, lowa State 653, OT

AMES, lowa (AP) — A.l. Abrams scored 25
points, D.J, Augustin added 17 and the
Longhoms rallied from a 13-point deficit for
their sixth win in seven games.’

Gary Johnson had 15 points for Texas (19-4,
6-2 Big 12), which held lowa State to three
points in overtime. Damion Jones had eight -
points and 14 rebounds for Texas, which has
won three straight against the Cyclones.

No. 22 Notre Dame 86, No. 16 Marquette 83

SOUTH BEND, Ind. (AP) - Luke
Harangody scored 18 points, including four
free throws in the final 26 seconds, and the
Irish survived going the final 6:22 without a
field goat to win

No. 17 Washington St. 74, Southern Cal 50

SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) - Kyle Weaver
scared 17 points to help the Cougars break a
three-game home losing streak and make it a
season sweep of the Trojans,

0.]. Mayo scored 14 points and Davon
Jefferson 13 for Southern Cal (15-8, 6-5),
which lost for only the second time in the past
eight games and never really threatened.

No. 18 Texas A&M 77, Missouri 69

COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP) - Donald Sloan
scored a career-high 21 points, and the Aggies
used a 15-point run to open the second half and
cruise o victory:

No 19. Connecticut 80, Georgia Tech 68

STORRS, Conn. (AP) — Hasheem Thabeet
scored a career-high 24 points, grabbed 15
rebounds and blocked six shots in leading
UConn to its seventh consecutive win.
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The Maroon Knights come in with a 9-6 record and overtook
Union Local for the final bid by six hundredths of a point.

It was the same margin that the Red Devils eeked out the final
home game. St. Clairsville finished with a win over Edison
Friday to cap a strong 14-4 campaign. However, the Red Devils
had to sweat out the standings until their formal announcement,
becanse of Magnolia’s game with John Marshall being post-
poned due to weather last Friday.

The Blue Eagles are currently 14-2 and will make the trip to
Belmont County Tuesday night.

[N CLASS 2-A, Shadyside used a pair of wins during the tast
week to overtake Fort Frye for the top seed.

The Tigers of head coach Ed Andes put the fintshing touches
on a 16-2 regular season with wins over River and Shenandoah
last week. The Tigers' only two losses have come at the hands of
Wheeling Central.

- For their efforts, Shadyside will host Steubenville Catholic
Tuesday. The Crusaders dropped two games during the final
week and will enter the tournament with a 10-7 mark.

The aforementioned Cadets of Fart Frye will host the Cadets
of the Linsly School Tuesday. Fort Frye — which lost Saturday
night to Waterford — are now 15-3 on the season. but that loss
didn’t figure into the OVAC standings. Linsly finished its pre-
OVAC schedule with a 10-5 mark.

IN CLASS 1-A, Weirton Madonna earned the top seed by
virtue of its 12-5 record. The Blue Dons of Coach George Vargo
will have stiff first-round challenge as Zanesville Rosecrans
comes calling. The Dons defeated the Bishops earlier this season
for one of their 12 wins.

The other semifinal in the small-school race finds Bridgeport
(10-7) playing host to Valley. Coach Donnie Cash's club
knocked off Barnesville in overtime, but fell to Madonna to
round out its pre-OVAC tournament. John J. Haviichek gymna-
siumn will host Valley in the first round, The Lumberjacks have
posted a 9-6 mark thus far and are the third seed.

Staskev can be reached at sstaskev@timesieaderonline com
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Bracketology: OVAC

semifinal matchups set

* Wheeling Hospital Boys Basketball Championship opens Tuesday

By SETH STASKEY
Timas Leadsr Sports Editor

TUESDAY, 720 P

Lo %) sy

G 1 FMDTSDE

TUESDAY, 7:20 P

~ CLASS AA

) 4 WEDA €T

M IFMTFRE

CHANPONSKI?

SATURDAY, 1:00 FY.
AT DUE

TUESDAY, 739 P

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference crowned
its champions this past Saturday in girls’ basket-
ball, which means it’s now time to shift focus to
the boys championships. :

OVAC Tournament Director Rick DeLuca and
OVAC Basketball Committee released the chamn-
pionship pairings and semifi-

Patriots grabibed the top seed. The Patriots who
enter the mix with a strong 12-3 mark will meet
John Marshall (10-6) for the third time this sea-
son. The Patriots and Monarchs have split their
first two games with each winning on the other’s
home floor in nip-and-tuck contest. The two could
meeet again in the SSAC Sectiona! if the Monarchs
take care of their business. Park has already
earned the bye in the sectional,

The other semifinal in

nal matchups for the inaugu-

ral | Wheeling Hospital * See comp|ete pairings the big-school division finds

Weir High hosting red-hot

Basketball Championship [and the final OVAC| indian €reek. The Red

Sunday morning.

The tournament unfolds Standings QI"I Page B4.

Riders are 10-5 on the sea-
son and and edged out the

Tuesday with the champi-
onship semifinals at the high-
er seed’s home court and the championship pool
action also kicks off for the teams, which didn't
finish in the top four.

" The final night of pool play and the consolation
games will be held on Friday. The consolation
games will be held at the higher seed’s court as
well, .

The winners of Tuesday’s championship semi-
finals will converge on Ohio University-Eastern
Saturday for the quad header of title games.

The schedule for the title games is set at: 10
am. — Class 1-A; | pm. - Class 2-A; 4 pm.
— Class 3-A; Class 4-A — 7 p.m.

IN CLASS 4-A, Michael Jebbin's Wheeling Park

Redskins by less than two
points in the average column for their spot. The
Redskins are 13-5 on the season.

IN CLASS 3-A, the race for the final spot was
extremely tight and equally tight was the race for
the second and final home game.

Martins Ferry — on the strength of big wins
over Union Local, St. Clairsville and Bellaire —
overtook the aforementioned Red Devils for the
top spot. Coach Jeff Sabatino’s squad comes into
the event with a strong 14-4 mark.

To reach the finuls at Ohio University-Eastern.
the Purple Riders must take care of scrappy.
Wheeling Central.

See, OVAC, Page B2

CLASS AAA

MO BARTW FERRY

TUESDAY,7:30 PR

N0 4 WHEELING CC

402 8T CLARBVALE

CHABPONSHIP

SATURDAY, 400 P,
AT QUE

TUESDAY, 720 PR

NO. 3 RAG NOLIA

GCLASS &

0.1 WEELNG PARK

TUEEDAY, 720 PR

NO. 4 JOHN KARSHALL

ND. Z WER

CHARPIONEHIP
SATURDAY, 7:.00 PR,
AT DUE

TUESDAY. 735 PY

_NO.3 INDAM CREEX |
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T-L Phota/JOEL JOSERH : T-L Photo/JOEL JOSERPH . T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH
ST. JOHN head coach Robert ‘Bubba’ Kapral celebrates MONROE CENTRAL head coach Troy Baker talks with BARNESVILLE HEAD coach Jamie Carpenter tatks with
with seniar point guard Kylie Kidder following the Lady Karlie Davis during the Lady Seminoles victory over his team during a timeoyt in their game with Martins
Irish’s win over Beallsville. Additional images can be Steubenville Catholic. Additional images can be found at Ferry. Additional images can be found at
found at cu.timesieader.com cu.timesleader.com cu.timesleader.com

OVAC CHAMPS

* Lady "Rocks win inaugural
Wheeling Hospital OVAC

Basketball 3-A championship

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leadsr Sports Editor

The stories surrounding the Barnesville Lady |
Shamrocks are countless.

Whether it’s the fact that they were down by dou-
ble digits in the regular-season finale and needed a late
trey to cap the comeback and advance to the champi-
onship bracket of the Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Basketball Championship. -

Or was it the fact that once they
got into the tournameant they
found themselves on the road
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Or was it the fact that once they
got into the tournament they
found themselves on the road
at a strong Wheeling Central
ontfit. Check that off the list.

And then on Saturday at
Ohio University Eastern, the
Lady Shamrocks capped their '%w*
amazing run in the inangural f?ggu g;\\‘:l‘k
OVAC Basketball Champlorlshlp
with an impressive 50-33 victory over
top-seeded Martins Ferry.

“Hats pff to the OVAC for coming up with this
idea,” smiled Barnesville head coach Jamie Carpenter
who knows his team would have been third and gotten
nothing in last year's format. “The last couple of
weeks have been a wild ride, but the girls never guit
on me even when we went through a tough stretch.”

For their efforts, Bamesville will make more room
on their already jam-packed walls and trophy cases for
the OVAC title that the Lady Shamrocks are bringing
back to western Belmont County.

While there are already 70 OVAC titles housed in

See, ROCKS, Page C2

T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH
MEMBERS OF the Barmesviile girls’ basketball team pose with their Wheeling Hospital OVAC Class 3-A championship tro-
phy following the Shamrocks’ win over Martins Ferry Saturday afternoon at Ohio University-Eastern. Bamesville knocked off
the top-seeded Purple Riders 50-33 to earn the championship trophy Additional images can be found at
cu.timesleaderoniine.com

St. John takes rubber match with Beallsville

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

It was only fitting that the girls” basketball team with
the most Ohio Valley Athletic Confererce charmpi-
onships was the first of four crowned on the court
Saturday.

St. John Central collected its 14th Class A title early

yesterday morning with a 71-65 come-from-behind vic-
tory over Beallsville in the inaugural Wheeling Hospital
QOVAC Championships at the spacious Ohio University-
Eastern venue in St. Clairsville.
_ The victory raises the Lady Irish to 18-2 on the season
and avenges one of their two regular-season setbacks,
that being an §2-75 verdict to the Lady Blue Devils {14-
6) early last month at the Greenhouse.

“This is different,” explained SJC head coach Robert
‘Bubba’ Kapral. “We’ve won the last two and more than

‘You have to play these games on
the court.’ - ,
— Bubba Kapral

anyone else, but this one is different because we won it
on the court. You have to play these games on the court.
“Playing Beallsville also made it different because we
had split with them. This the way to do it. You have to
play the games to determine a league champion.”
St, Joha's only other loss may have had something to
do, with Saturday’s outcome as the Lady Irish saw

See, SJC, Page C2

ST. JOHN'S
Sara
Wamsley (25)
looks to shoot
between
Beallsville
defenders
during
Saturday's
Class A
championship
game.
Additional
images can
be found at
cu.limesleade
ronfine.com

T-L Photo/JOEL |
JOSEPH )

MONROE
CENTRAL'S
Karlie Davis
{(23) goes up for
a shot against
Steubenville
Catholic's Katie
DiPiero during
Saturday’s
Class AA title
game at OUE.
Additional
images can be
found at
cu.limesleadero
nline.com

T-L Photo/AJOEL
JOSEFPH

By SETH STASKEY

Times Leader Sports Editor top-seeded Steubenville Catholic by a

66-39 count te win the school’s first-
ever gitls’ basketball conference title.

“This has been a great event and it’s
even greater that we were able to win,”
said Monroe Central head coach Troy
Baker. “It’s been a greal experience for
everyone involved, and we’'re just
thrilled to death to be the champions.”

While Monroe Central i5 vasking in
the glory of its title, the Steubenville
Catholic Lady Crusaders were left to do
nothing, but shake their head.

“We had a chance to see Monroe
Central once and then on tape, but this
was by the far the best I'd seen them

This just in the Monroe Central Lady
Seminoles are for real.

Another thing that people had betier
take note of, the Lady Seminoles can
flat-out shoot 1t.

They displayed all Df their skills
Saturday afternoon at the inaugural
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Girls
Basketball Championship at the Health
and Physical Education Center at Ohio
University-Eastern.

The Lady Seminoles ~ the second
seed in the townament — took care of

Monroe oulasts Steubenville Catholic in 2-A

play in the now three times,” said SCC
head coach Kevin Barr. “They shot the
ball wel! and my hat’s off to Monroe for
their performance.”

It was pointed out to Barr after the
game that had the tournament system
not been in place, his team would be
making preparations to hoist the banner.
However that did nothing to sway
Barr’s opinion on the event.

“Before this it was just a paper
champion,” Barr said. “We like this
event and this is the way a champi-
onship should be decided and that’s on

See, MONROE, Page C2
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T-L Photo/JQEL JOSEFPH
ST. JOHN'S captured the Wheeling Hospital Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class A
girls’ basketball championship Saturday with a 71-65 win over Beallsville. Additional
images can be found at cu.timesleaderoniine.com
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Barnesville rally from 14 down Wednesday
night to post a 72-71 nod.

*“You know, that loss might have been a bless-
ing in disguise,” added Kapral, who has now
won eight OVAC girls titles in his 14 years at
the Guernsey Street school.

“We knew what to expect from them,” said
Beallsville's Terry Jarrett. “We missed some
shots that we usually make and our free throw
shooting wasn't what we usually shot. But, hey,
they're a great team and hopefully we’il see
them down the road.”

Beallsville, which entered the contest as the
No. 2 seed and routed Bridgeport (80-59) in
the semifinals, used a strong first-half showing
by senior Savannah Burke to take a 15-12
advantage after one period.

When the 5-ft.-1 | Burke banked home a bas-

" ket at the 3:56 mark of the second period,

Beallsville had increased its lead to 10, 27-17.
However, the top-seeded Lady Irish weren’t
about to give up as they turned up the full-court
pressure defense a notch or two. The defensive
pressure forced the Lady Blue Devils into sev-
eral tormovers which led to easy baskets.
Seniors Sara Wamsley and Kylie Kidder
ignited a 12-0 rup that saw all five SJC starters
score to put the designated hosts ahead, 29-27,
with 21 seconds left in the opening half.
Wamsley started the run with an inside basket
and Kelly Perzanowski scored on a layup after
charting a steal. Xidder, who was plagued with
foul trouble for the most part, followed up a
rmssed shot and theu converted a layup after

e Al L 111wt

8-2 run to lead, 54-48, with eight minutes left
to play.

A quick 6-2 burst to start the final chapter
bumped the count to 10, 60-50, and the Lady
Irish used some timely free throw shooting
down the stretch for their third straight OVAC
crown.

After Beallsville had pulled to within four,
64-60, N. Perzanowski meshed three charity
tosses and Justene Delman converted both of
her attempts.

“These girls are battle tested,” Kapral contin-
ued. “They have been there before and have
always risen to the top.”

While most of the pre-game talk centered on
how St. John was going to stop the 1-2 inside
punch of the Lady Blue Devils’ Burke and
Headley.

Well, Wamsley and Velkovich held their
own, and then some.

While Burke scored a game-high 27 and
added 10 rebounds and Headley had 17 mark-
ers and a game-high 13 boards, the Lady Irish
doo combined for 31 points and 23 caroms.

“QOur post players really stepped up,” the
Lady Irish coach noted. “We knew their iwo
girls inside are really good, but our kids stepped
up to the challenge today.

“You've got to give credit to Beallsville,”
said Kapral. “They gave us their best shot and
they are a very good team.”

Wamsley had 25 points and 11 rebounds,
while Velkovich added just six points, but
pulled down a dozen [mssed shots. Kidder was
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MONROE CENTRAL captured the Wheeling Hospital Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Class AA girls’ basketball championship Saturday with a 66-39 win over Steubenville
Catholic. Additional images can be found at cu.limesleaderoniine.com
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the court.”

The Lady Seminoles could
have played with about anyone
regardless of size and seed
when they shoot the ball like
they did on the OUE court.

The Lady Seminoles
knocked down 18-0f-36 shots
from the floor and six-of-12
from behind the arc.

“If Monroe shoots the ball
well, they have a chance to go
a long way in the (sectional)
tournamient,” Barr revealed.

The shooting was some-
thing that didn’t surprise
Baker. .

“We’ve shot the ball well
from the perimeter all season,”
Baker said. “We average close
to 50 percent from the floor
for the season.”

Included in the shooting
performance was the individ-
ual effort of Karlie Davis who
canned five treys in the first
half, including one at the homn,
which pushed the Lady
Seminole advantage to 37-26
at the break.

“When I feel it, I shoot it,”
Davis said matter of factly.
“My teammates did a good job

of getting me the ball and I
knocked down some shots.”

*“That shot was huge,”
Baker said of Davis’ bomb.
“It's definitely a lot better to
be up 11 and I think we closed
the.half with the last seven
points.”

The Lady Crusaders made a
run in the early moments of the
second half, but after a quick
timeout from Baker, the Lady
Seminoles took the game over
for good.

“We used a lot of energy at
that point, and give Monroe
credit again because they
called the time out and just
took the game over from
there,” Barr said.

The Lady Seminoles
outscored Steubenville
Catholic by a 29-13 count in
the second half.

While Davis’ shooting stole
some of the show, not lost in
the shuffle was the play of jun-
ior forward Aleshia Guiler
who scored 23 points and had
eight rebounds and four steals.

Guiler scored 12 of those
points in the first half when the
Lady Seminoles built their

working margin,

Davis finished with a game-
high 24 points.

The Lady Seminoles also
did the job on the defensive
end, limiting all-state candi-
date Ginny Petties to just one
field goal and only six points.

“I don’t know if it was as
much what we did or Ginny
having an off night,” Baker
said.

Senior Katie DiPiero led the
Lady Crusaders with 14
points. Emily Canella added
nine. ,

Moenroe Central held a 25-
18 edge on the glass.

Scoring:
Whe&lng Hoaplial QVAC

Clags AA Champlionship
MONROE CENTRAL 86,
STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIC 38

MONROE CENTRAL (66) — Kuhn
1, 1-2 3; Guiler 10, 3-4 23, Lafterma 0, 0-
0 0; O. Guiler 0, 0-0 0; Davis 7, 5-5 24,
Lefollette 1, 0-0 2; Ramage 2, 3-57;
Jorris 2, 0-0 5; Parks 0, 0~0 0; Parden 0,
0-0 0; Marshall 1, 0-0 2; Dimmerling 0,

'0-0 O; Totals: 24, 12-16 66,

STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIC (39) —
Marrow 0, 6-0 0; Hutton Q, 0-0 0; Sawon
2, 0-0 4;DiPlero 6, 0-0 14; Petties 1, 4-4
8; Canella 2, 34 3; Psetchal 2, 0-0 4;
Shaw 0, 2-4 2; Totals: 13, 312 39.

Thres-Point Figld Goals: MC —
Davis (5), Jomis, SCC — DiPiero (2),
Canslla {2).

r
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Barnesville rally from 14 down Wednesday
night to posta 72-71 nod.

“You know, that loss might have been a bless-
ing in disguise,” added Kapral, who has now
won eight OVAC girls titles in his 14 years at
the Guemsey Street school.

“We knew what to expect from them,” said
Beallsville's Terry Jarrett. “We missed some
shots that we usually make and our free throw
shooting wasn’t what we usually shot. But, hey,
they’re a great team and hopefully we'll see
them down the road.”

Beallsville, which entered the contest as the
No. 2 seed and routed Bridgeport (80-39) in
the semifinals, used a strong first-half showing
by senior Savannah Burke to take a 15-12
advantage after one period.

When the 5-ft-11 Burke banked home a bas-

ket at the 3:56 mark of the second period,

Beallsville had increased its lead to 10, 27-17.

However, the top-seeded Lady Irish weren't
about 1o give up as they turned up the full-court
pressure defense a notch or two. The defensive
pressure forced the Lady Blue Devils into sev-
eral turnovers which led to easy baskets.

Seniors Sara Wamsley and Kylie Kidder
ignited a 12-0 run that saw all five SIC starters
score to put the designated hosts ahead, 29-27,
with 21 seconds left in the opening half,

Wamsley started the run with an inside basket
and Kelly Perzanowski scored on a layup after
charting a steal. Kidder, who was plagued with
foul trouble for the most part, followed up a
missed shot and then converted a layup after
stealing the ball. Natalie Perzanowski meshed a

_pair of free throws to knot the game, and
Kristina Velkovich’s inside basket gave the
Green-and-White the lead.

Burke’s two charity tosses evened the count
and a strong inside move by Alyssa Headley put
the Big Blue back on top, 31-29. After
Beallsville had taken a 33-30 edge, Wamsley
hit a foul shot and then cashed in a two-pointer
with nine seconds remaining to forge a tie at the
break.

*“There was no sense of urgency at halftime,”
Kapral said. “There was no yelling or scream-
ing. We knew that we hadn’t played our best,
and yet we were tied.”

The twa rivals, who could meet once again in
the upcoming sectional tournament, traded
points for most of the third period, but the Lady
Irish took the lead for good when N.
Perzanowski’s second free at 3:27 snapped a
46-alt deadlock.

St. John Central. closed out the period on an

8-2 run to lead, 54-48, with eight minutes left
to play.

A quick 6-2 burst to start the final chapter
bumped the count to 10, 60-50, and the Lady
Irish used some timely free throw shooting
down the stretch for their third straight OVAC
CTOWIL.

After Beallsville had pulled to within four,
64-60, N. Perzanowski meshed three charity
tosses and Justene Delman converied both of
her attempts. -

“These girls are battle tested,” Kapral contin-
ued, “They have been there before and have
always risen to the top.” o

While most of the pre-game talk centered on
how St John was going to stop the 1-2 inside
punch of the Lady Blue Devils’ Burke and
Headley.

Well, Wamsley and Velkovich held their
own, and then some.

While Burke scored a game-high 27 and
added 10 rebounds and Headley had 17 mark-
ers and a game-high 13 boards, the Lady Irish
duo combined for 31 points and 23 caroms.

“Our post players really stepped up,” the
Lady Irish coach noted. “We knew their two
girls inside are really good, but our kids stepped
up to the challenge today.

“You've pot to give credit to Beallsville,”
said Kapral. “They gave us their best shot and
they are a very good team.”

Wamsley had 25 points and i1 rebounds,
while Velkovich added just six points, but
pulled down a dozen missed shots. Kidder was
charted with five steals, while N. Perzanowski
added 17 points, four steals and four assists.

Tori Jarrett also reached double figures for the
Lady Blue Devils with 11 points. '

Beallsville turned the ball over 21 times, six
more the St. John.

The two teamns are back in action Saturday in
Ohio Division I'V Sectional Tournament action
at Union Local High School. Beallsville tangles
with Shadyside at 1 p.m., while St. John faces
Riverat 7 p.m.

Boxscore:
Wheeling Hoapital OYAC
Class A Chempionship
5T. JOHN CENTRAL 71, BEALLSVILLE 85
BEALLSVILLE (85} — Headley 7 3-4 17; Jarmrett 4 1-2

11; Burka B 8-14 27; Amold 1 1-5 3; Lallathin 1 3-6 5; Fralay 0
0-0 0, Contog t 0-0 2; Totals: 23-57 17-31 65, ST. JOHN
CENTRAL (71} — N. Parzanowski 4 7-8 17; K. Perzanowski 3
0-0 6; Wamslay 10 5-8 25; Kidder 2 1-4 5; Velkavich 3 0-0 6;
Delman 3 2-3 8; Jenking 2 0-0 4; Totals: 27-77 15-23.

Thres-Polnt Field Goals: B— Jarrelt 2; SIC—N.
Perzancwski 2
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Barnesville, this is the first title
in the sport of basketball in
either boys or girls.

“Before we left (for OUE)
today, we took a walk around .
our gym and looked at all of
the banners that hung there and
wanted to hang our own,” said
Carpenter.

Senior Chelsey Keylor —
who scored only seven points
in the game - is the Lady
Shamrocks’ leader on and off
the floor.

ET5a 1 TRE SR S

out and took the game to the
Lady Purple, jumping to a 9-0
lead betore Courtney Coleman
buried a three more than
halfway into the first period.

Behind seven points from
Allie Doan, the Lady
Shamrocks took command
with a 12-3 first quarter.

“I ate my Wheaties this
mosning,” Doan joked during
the post-game press confer-
ence.

Ferry — which shot an ice-

points, including a trio of treys.
She hita pair of dagger treys in
the second half just when it
seemed as if the Lady Riders
were about {0 make a run.

“Megan really stepped up
and played well teday,”
Carpenter said. *Megan’s
come up big for us the last two
weeks.”

Coming into the pame, cne
of the more unheralded players
for Barnesville was senior
Leah Beﬁh&er and all she did
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Continued from Page C1

“ the court.”

The Lady Seminoies could
have played with about anyone
regardless of size and seed
when they shoot the ball like
they did on the OUE court.

The Lady Seminoles
knocked down 18-0i-36 shots
from the floor and six-of-12
from behind the arc.

“If Monroe shoots the ball
well, they have a chance to go
a lopg way in the (sectional)
tournament,” Barr revealed.

The shooting was some-
thing that didn’t surprise
Baker.

“We’ve shot the ball well
from the perimeter all-season,”
Baker said. “We average close
to 50 percent from the floor
for the season.”

Included in the shooting
performance was the individ-
ual effort of Kazlie Davis who
canned five treys in the first
half, including one at the hom,
which pushed the Lady
Seminole advantage to 37-26
at the break.

“When ! feel it, T shoot it,”
Davis said matter of factly.
“My teammates did a good job

of getting me the ball and I
knocked down some shots.”

“That shot was huge,”
Baker said of Davis’ bomb.
“It’s definitely a lot better to
be up 11 and I think we closed
the.half with the last seven
points.”

The Lady Crusaders made a
run in the early moments of the
second half, but after a quick
timeout from Baker, the Lady
Seminoles took the game over
for good.

“We used a lot of energy at
that point, and give Monroe
credit again because they
called the time out and just
took the game over from
there,” Barr said.

The Lady Seminoles
outscored Steubenville
Catholic by a 29-13 count in
the second half,

While Davis’ shooting stole
some of the show, not lost in
the shuffle was the play of jun-
ior forward Aleshia Guiler
who scored 23 points and had
eight rebounds and four steals.

Guiler scored 12 of those
points in the first half when the
Lady Seminoles built their

working margin.

Davis finished with a game-
high 24 points.

The Lady Seminoles also
did the job on the defensive
end, limiting all-state candi-
date Ginny Petties to just one
field goal and only six points.

“I don't know if it was as
much what we did or Ginny
having an off night,” Baker
said.

Senior Katie DiPiero led the
Lady Crusaders with 14
points. Emily Canella added
nine. ;

Monroe Central held a 25-
18 edge on the glass.

Scoring;

* Wheeling Hospltal OVAC
Ciass AA Champlonship
MONROE CENTRAL E6,

STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIC 39

MONROE CENTRAL (68) — Kuhn
1, 1-2 3; Guiler 10, 34 23, Lafferra 0, 0-
00; Q. Guller 0, Q-0 1; Davis 7, 55 24;
LeFotiette 1, 0-0 2; Ramage 2, 3-5 7;
Jortis 2, 0-0 5; Parkg 0, 0-0 0; Parden 0,
0-0 0; Marshall 1, 0-0 2; Dimmariing 0,
0-0 0; Totals: 24, 12-18 68.
STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIC (39) —
Marrow 0, 0-0 0; Hutton 0, 0-0 0; Sawon
2, 0-0 4;0Plaro 6, 00 14; Pattioa 1, 4-4
6; Canslla 2, 3-4 9; Pelchal 2, 0-0 4;
Shaw 0, 2-4 2; Totalg: 13, 9-12 39,

Three-Point Field Goals: MG —
Davis (5), Jorrls. SCC — DiParo (2),
Canella (2).

At The Finals . ..

One Lucky Fan Will Have The Chance To Win $25,000 Courtesy of
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the Big Blue back on top, 31-29. After
Beallsville had taken a 33-30 edge, Wamsley
hit a foul shot and then cashed in a two-pointer
with nine seconds remnaining to forge a tie at the
break.

“There was no sense of urgency at halftime,”
Kapral said. “There was no yelling or scream-
ing. We knew that we hadn’t played our best,
and yet we were tied.”

The two rivals, who could meet once again in
the upcoming sectional tournament, traded
points for most of the third period, but the Lady
Irish took the lead for good when N.
Perzanowski’s second free at 3:27 snapped a
46-all deadlock.

St. John Central.closed out the period on an

The two teams are back in action Saturday in
Ohio Division IV Sectional Tourmnament action
at Union Local High School. Beallsville tangles
with Shadyside at 1 p.m., while 5t. John faces
Riverat 7 p.m.

Boxscore:
Whesling Hospital QVAC
Class A Champlonship
ST. JOHN CENTRAL 71, BEALL SVILLE 85
BEALLSVILLE (85) — Headley 7 3-4 17; Jamett 4 1-2
11; Burkse 8 8-14 27; Arnold 1 1-5 3; Lallathin 1 3-8 5; Fraley 0
00 0; Contos 1 00 2; Totals: 23-57 17-31 £5, ST. JOHN
CENTRAL (71) — N. Perzancwskl 4 7-8 17; K. Perzanowski 2
0-0 8; Wamsiay 10 5-8 25; Kiddar 2 1-4 5; Valkovich 3 0-0 6;
Deiman 3 2-3 8; Jenkins 2 0-0 4; Totals: 27-77 15-23.
Threa-Point Field Goals: B—Jamett 2; SIC—N.

Perzanowsk 2

Naorth cdn he’
knorth@timesleaderonline. com
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Barnesville, this is the first titie
in the sport of basketball in
either boys or girls.

“Before we left (for OUE)

today, we took a walk around .

our gym and looked at all of
the banners that hung there and
wanted to hang our own,” said
Carpenter,.

Senior Chelsey Keylor —
who scored only seven points
in the game - is the Lady
Shamrocks’ leader on and off
the floor.

“This win is for our entire
school and the entire commu-
nity of Barnesville,” she pro-
claimed during the press con-
ference. “Once we qualified
for this the way we did, I think
we just felt like we were des-
tined to win. T had an off night,
but we’ve got four other girls
on the floor and they stepped it
up.”

While the Lady Riders are
disappointed about the out-
come, Purple head coach Dave
Reasbeck knows there is still
basketball to be played and he
also knows when next year’s
OVAC Tournament rolls
around, he’ll have all but one
of his players back.

“Give Barnesville all of the
credit,” Reasbeck said. “I did-
n't think seven seniors com-
pared to one senior would
make that much of a differ-
ence, but it did because we had
a deer in the headlights lock
early in the game, but it’s okay
because we’ve got the tourna-
ment coming up and we want
to get back here pext year and
try it again.”

The Lady Shamrocks came

out and took the game to the
Lady Purple, jumping to a 9-0
lgad before Courtney Coleman
buried a three more than
halfway into the first period.

Behind seven points from
Allie Doan, the Lady
Shamrocks took command
with a 12-3 first quarter,

“I ate my Wheaties this
morning,” Doan joked during
the post-game press confer-
ence.

Ferry — which shot an ice-

cold three-of-30 from two--

point range - cut into the
deficit with a 15-13 second
period, making it a 25-18
reading at the break.

Lacey Neavin hit two treys
for the Purple, while Megan
Phillips came into the game for
the injured Erica Welch and
connected on a trey as well to
keep the Ferrians at bay.

Martins Ferry went cold
again in the third period and
watched the Lady Shamrocks
take total control with a 9-3
period,

*The third quarter has been
a problem for us all season,”
Reasbeck said. “We shot
something like nine-of 49
from the floor and seventh per-
son had five goals. I think I
just want to throw them away
and hope it was a fluke.”

" The Lady Shamrocks fin-
ished the deal with a 16-12
fourth pericd. Doan was again
the go-to-person with seven
more points. All told, Doan led
the way. for the Lady
Shamrocks with 16 points.

Junior Megan Phillips came
off the bench to score 12

points, including a trio of treys.
She hit a pair of dagger treys in
the second half just when it
seemed as if the Lady Riders
were about to make a run.

“Megan really stepped vp
and played well today,”
Carpenter said. “Megan’s
come op big for us the last two
weeks.”

Coming into the game, one
of the more unheralded players
for Barnesville was senior
Leah Bettinger and all she did
was score 1D points and block
seven shots,

“Beitinger was the differ-
ence inside,” ‘Reasbeck said.
“She’s their Shae Moreland
and we koew that coming in.”

Martins Ferry was led by
Neavin who finished with 13
points. Coleman added 12 for
the Purple.

Barnesville held a com-
manding 32-18 edge ont he
boards. Doan and Bettinger
went for eight and seven,
respectively fo lead the Green.
Coleman had six to pace Ferry.

Scoring:

Wheeling Hospital OVAC
Clasa AAA Championship

BARANESVILLE (50) — Kemp 2,
5, Phillips 4, 1-2 12; Bahmer 0, 0-0 0;
Miller 0, 0-0 O; Keylor 3, 0-0 7; Walch
0-0 0; Doan 7, 2-2 16; Moore 0, 0-0
5. Phillips &, 0-0 0; M. Miler 0, 0-D
Hines 0, 0-0 0,-Bettinger 5, 0-0 1
Totals: 21, 3-4 50. MARTINS FER
(33) — Burch 1, 0-0 3; Vinci 1, 0-0
Wright 0, 0-0 0; Coleman 2, 7-8 12;
Chambiliss 0, 0-0 0; Frohnapfel 0, 2-2 2;
Lucas 0, 0-0 0; Pamphiss 0, 0-0 0;
Neavin 5, 0-0 13; Moreland 0, 0-0 0;
Totals: 9, 8-10 3.

Three-Point Goals; B — Philtips (3),
Kemp, Keylor. MF — Neavin (3}, Burch,
Vindl, Coleman.

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey @fimesleaderoniine.co
m
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At The Finals . .
One Lucky Fan Will Have The Chance To Win $25,000 Courtesy of

THE HEALTH PLAN

2008 Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball Championships
Schedule/Media Coverage

Girls’ Finals* - Television Replay Schedule

A- 10:00am - Tape-Delay on Comeast FYT - Monday, Feb. 4 at 7:00pm

AA- 1:00pm - Tape-Delay on Comcast FY| - Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 7:00pm
AAA - 4:00pm - Tape-Delay on Comeast FYI - Wednesday, Feb. 6 at 7:00pm
AAAA - 7.00pm - Tape-Delay on Comcast FYi - Thursday, Feb. 7 at 7:00pm

Boys' Semifinals - Tues., Feb, 5 - played on the home courts of the higher seeds

Boys' Finals* - Sat., Feb. 3 — OUE - &ll games live on AM 1600 WKKX / www.wkkx.com
A~ 10:00am - Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI - Monday, Feb. 11 at 7:00pm
AA - 1:00pm - Tape-Delay on Comcast FYT - Tuesday, Feb. 12 at 7.00pm
AAA - 4:00pm - Tapa-Delay on Comcast FY| - Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 7:00pm
AAAA - T:00pm - Tape-Delay on Comcast FY| - Thursday, Feb. 14 at 7:00pm -

* Replays of the Finals will also be available to be seen on Comeast’s Video On Demand service.
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John Marshall, Park Set to Meet for a Third Time

-OVAC boys’ tourney
pairings announced

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer
The Ohio Valley Athletic Confer-
ence crowned its champions this past
Saturday in girls’ basketball, which

means it’s time to shift focus to the'

boys’ championships.

OVAC Toernament Director Rick
DeLuca and the OVAC Basketball
Committee released the champi-
onship pairings and semifinal
matchups for the inaugural Wheeling
Hospital Basketball Championship
Sunday morning.

The tournament unfolds Tuesday
with the championship semifinals at
the higher seed’s home court, and the
championship pool action also kicks
off for the teams, which didn’t finish
in the top four.

The final night of pool play and the
consolation games will be held Fri-
day. The consolation games will be
held at the higher seed’s court, as
well.

The winners of Tuesday’s cham-
pionship semifinals will converge
at Ohio University-Eastern on Sat-
urday for the quadruple-header of
title pames.

The schedule for the title games
issetat: 10 a.m. — Class A; 1 p.m.
~ Class AA; 4 p.m. — -Class

AAA: Class
AAAA - 7
p.m.

In Class
AAAA, Michael
Jebbia's Wheel-
ing Park Patriots
grabbed the top
seed. The Patri-
ots, who enter the mix with a strong
12-3 mark, will meet John Marshall
(10-6) for the third time this season.
The Patriots and Monarchs split their
first two games with each winning on
the other’s home floor in nip-and-tuck
contests. The two could meet again in
the SSAC Sectional if the Monarchs
take care of their business. Park has
already eamed the bye in the sectional.

iy

B

The other semifinal in the big-
school division finds Weir High play-
ing host to red-hot Indian Creek. The
Red Riders are 10-5 and edged out
the Redskins by less than two points
in the average column for their spot.
The Redskins are 13-5.

In Class 3-A, the race for the final
spot was extremely tight and equaily
tight was the race for the second and
final home game.

Martins Ferry — on the strength of
victories against Union Local, St.
Clairsville and Bellaire — overtook
the Red Devils for the top spot,
Coach Feff Sabaiino’s squad comes
into the event with a 14-4 mark.

To reach the final at Ohio Univer-
sity-Eastern, the Purple Riders must

take care of scrappy Wheeling Cen-
tral. . '

The Maroon Knights come in with
a 9-6 record and overtook Union
Local for the final bid by six hun-
dredths of a point.
. It was the same margin the Red
Devils eeked out the final home

ame. St. Clairsville finished with a

riday night victory against Edison
lo cap a 14-4 campaign. However,
the Red Devils had to sweat out the
standings until their formal
announcement because of Magno-
lia’s game with John Marshall
being postponed due to weather last
Friday.

Please See THIRD, Page 14

OQVAC Boys Hoops

Whesling Haspiial OVAC Basketball Charmgi-

TCHAMP:CII\#‘;‘-}BP SEMIFINALS
u st s Court)
A AAAn

No, 1 Whg. Park va. No. 4 John Marshall

Mo, 2 Waeir High va, No. 3 Indian Croek

Cha
Saturday, 3 p.m. at OUE
ARA

No. 1 Martins Ferry vs. No. 4 Whg. Camtral

No. 2 St. Clairsvilta va, No. 3 Magnolia
onsh

Third

{Cuntinued from Page 13)  which lost Saturday night to
The Blue Eugles are [4-2 Waterford —is 15-3. but that

and will make the trip to Bel- 10ss didnt figure into the

MNa. 1 Shadysida va. No. 4 Steub. Cath.
No. 2 Fort Frye va. Na. 3 Linsty

uumpinmdipou
Saturday, 1 p.m. at OUE
CLA.ES A
No. 1 Weir. Madonna ve. Na. 4 Rosecrans
No. 2 Bridgepart vs. Ne. 3 Valley
Cham

Satuniay, 10 a.m. at QUE
QOVAC CONSQOLATION POOL GAMES
T

Frontiar at Beltaira

Rlver at Beallaville

Manroe Central at Bishop Danahue
Cameron at St. Johp

Caldwetl at Padan City
Toronto at Buckeye Traif
Union Local at Shenandoah
Oak Glan at Steubenviile
Harrison Central at Barmasville
Buckaya Locad at Brooka
Edison at Baaver Local

Friday

Beal!svilla at Toronto

Paden City at Monroe Cerdral

St. John Central at Calchwell

Shenandoah at Harrison Central

Beaver at Buckaya Local

Steubenvilla at Union Local

Beltaire a1 River

Barnesville at Oak Glen

Bishop Donahue st Frontier

Buckeya Trail at Cameron

Brooka at Edison

Losers of the chamgionship Semifinals
will also meat on Friday at the higher seed's
homa court in the consolation gama.

mont County on Tuesday OVAC standin%s. Linsly fin-

night.

In Class AA, Shadyside
used a pair of victaries during
the last week (o overtuke Fort
Frye for the top seed.

Coach Ed Andes” Tigers put
the finishing touches on a |6-

- 2 regular season with victories

against River and Shenandoah
last week. The Tigers' only
two losses have come at the
hands of Wheeling Central,

For their efforts, Shadyside
will play bost Tuesday night to
Steubenville Catholic, The
Crusaders dropped two games
during the final week and will
enter the tournament with a
13-7 mark.

Also Tuesday. Fort Frye
will play host. Fort Frye —

ished its pre-OVAC schedule
with a 10-5 mark.

In Class A. Weirton Madon-
Ra earned the top seed by
virtue of its 12-5 record.
Coach George Vargo's club
will have stiff first-round chal-
lenge as Zanesville Rosecrans
comes calling. The Bishaps
defeated the Dons earlier for
one of their nine victories

The other semifinal in the
small-school - race Ffinds
Bridgeport (10-7) playing host
lo Valley. Coach Donnie
Cash’s club knocked off Bar-
nesville in overtime. but fell to
Madonna to round out its pre-
OVAC Tournament. The Lum-
berjacks have posted a 9-6
mark tand are the third seed.



WHEELING HospiTAL OVAC GIRLS’ BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Indian Creck’s Mikki Davis (10) and John Marshall’s Ashley Deel (24) o after a rebound during Saturday night’s OVAC Class
championship game at Ohio University Eastern. The Redsklns defeated t e Monarchs, 49-40.

Photo by Bretd Wysocki

AA

A Total Team Effort

Indian Creek receives contributions from many in capturing AAAA title

By JIM ELLIOTT
W.Va. Sports Editor

Looking back, it’s almost as if the John Mar-
shall Monarchs knew they were in some kind
of trouble against Indian Creek in what proved
to be a 49-40 loss in the inaugural Wheelmg
Hospital OVAC Class AAAA Girls’ Baskel-
ball Championship Game Saturday night on
the campus of Ohio Umversuy Eastern.

This 1s what the Monarchs’ score by quarters
looked like: 9, 11,9, 11.

The top- -seeded Redskins have a habit of
forcing opponents into wanting to call for help
with a relentless, defense-first style of play
that, at some point, always has opposing
coaches going back to the drawing hoard.

Indian Creek forced John Marshall into 21
turnovers, including four steals a cgnecf: by Gab-
bie Davis and Ty Harris, and held the normally

EFFORT

Continued from page B

M Irish. Seminoles and
Shamrocks take crowns

— Page B3

goad-shooting Manarchs to 27 percent from
the field in becoming the first Class 4-A team
to win 'an OVAC basketball title on the court,

Team is a good worcl when describing these
Redskins.

Sure it would be easy to single out players
like Mikki Davis, who scored 16 points, or
Harris, who had 12, or freshman Brianna
Kamarec, who was as cool as ice on the free-
throw line in the fourth quarter, where she
buried 9 of 10 chances.

But that’s not the type of thing Indian Creek
coach Erin DeSantis teaches. All day long, four
representatives from each team met with the
media after their respective games. Not the
Redskins, Everybody on the roster made their
way in the room,

“That’s because we’re a team,’’ DeSuntis
said. ‘*“We win as a team, we lose 45 a team.”

Bouncing back from a 5-15 season a year
ago, these still-young Redskins baven't lost as
& team too often this season, as their 16-3
record indicates.

“If we all stick together, then things will be
just fine,”" Indian Creek’s Harris said. ‘*When
you lock at other teams, they usunlly only have
one player who scores, On our team, every-
body scores,’

See, Effort, Page B>

This is a squad- that starts
four sophomores and a fresh-
man,

*“The thing about it is we're
young in age, but not in play-

’ ing time or experience,’’
DeSantis said. ‘

It shows.

The game was tied at 29-29
entering the fourth period,
when Indian Creek really
began to clamp down on
defense.

During the next 5:50, John
Marshall (11-7) scored just

one Bcéint, a free throw by Ash-
ley Deel, who broke the field-
goal drought with 2:10 to play
that made the score 36-32.
That hardly seems insur-
mountable unless you factor in
the way the Redskins were hit-
ting free throws. At the 4-
minute mark, veteran John
Marshall coach Stan Blanken-
ship was ordering fouls. Indian
Creek made 1B of 26 free
.throws in the fourth quarter,
19 of 30 for the game.
*‘I don’t think we played as
hard as we could have until we
had to,”” Blankenship said,

*‘Big-time (missed) opportuni-
ties down the stretch. And then
you get info a situation where
you have to foul and the other
team makes their fouls you
dig an even bigger hole.””

hat was enough to do in
the only West Virginia teum
that advanced to championship
action. .

‘I give Indian Creek all the
credit in the world,”” Blanken-
ship said. ‘“We didn’t execute
down the stretch,”

Hanna Gossett led the Mon-
archs with 14dpoints and
Aubrei Clegg made JM’s only
3-pointer (they were 1 of 12)
and finished with 10 pomts

The shats weren't falling
from anywhere.

“*We missed a lot of easy
shots,”’ Blankenship said.

And hard ones too.

**No, not today,”” John Mar-
shall guard Julie Youn% said.
““We're usually realiy hot on
the 3s and when you’'re not
shooting as well on the 3s,
then you have to try for layups.
Sometimes yon need to hit
them down the stretch but not

Salurdnly

But Indian Creek, despite
being much smaller across the
board, seemed to always stop
penetration, usoally by taking |
the ball and going the other !
way.

"“They were so quick,’
Clng said. *‘It was a little bit
dif icult to dribble against
them.’

In the end, the Redskins cel-
ebrated in front of their bench
as a strong legion of fans
looked on appreciatively.

That’s new, Indian Creek’s
Meghan Billick said.

“It’s definitely different,
last year, we had Jike three
fans,"” she joked.

OVAC Clne A‘“ﬁ Glrlf Baskatball

Indian Cresk 49, John Mnrshnn 40

J — Young 2-11 3-4 7; Gossstt 7-12 G-1
14; Laach 0-0 0-0 @; Brinkmnan O-4 0-0 0;
Dael 3-7 1-2 7; Clegy 3-10 3-4 10; Gamble
0-0 0-0 0; Kalch 0-0 0-0 0, Talkington 0-4
2-4 2; Totals: 15-48 9-16 40.

| — Furda 0-0 0-0 0; Kamarac 1-5 9-10 11;
Tate 0-2 0-0 0; M.Davls 5-13 3-7 16;
G.Davls 2-8 3-7 B; Hartls 4-15 4-6 12; Bil-
lick 1-3 0-D Z; Totals: 13-47 18-30 49,
3-Point Goals: Clegg; M Davm 2 G.Davis.
John Marshaf 2 11—40
Indlan Cresk . 1D B 13 20— 49
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OPS EXTRA

February 3, 2008

ABOVE: Monrae Ceantral
fans show their team spirit.
TOP RIGHT: Monroe
Central’'s Aleshia Guiller
(12) shoots for two points
while Steubenville Cathalic's
Chelsea Hutton (4) and
Emily Canella {24) look on,
RIGHT: Members of the
Bamesville team celebrate
their Class 3-A win over
Martins Ferry.

LEFT: Martins  Ferry's
Courtney Coleman (11) gets
set to shoot over the
defense of Barnesville's
Allie Doan (24).
BOTTOM LEFT:
Beallsville's Tori Jarrett (4)
and St. John's Natalie
Perzanowski battle for a
loose ball while the Irish’s
Kristina Velkovich (12) looks




Central's Taylor Jorris (23) P
drives to the hoop.
BOTTOM: St. John's
Justene Delman dribbles §
into fraffic.

g RIGHT MIDDLE: St. John's
g Natalie Perzanowski (3)
 shoots over Beallsville's Tori
y Jarrett (4).

| BOTTOM RIGHT: Martins
Ferry's Lacey Neavin (23)

g makes her move.
T-L Photos/JOEL JOSEPH

D e l u C a R e a I t 4030 Sunset Blvd., Steubenville, Ohio,

y next to Jefferson Communlty College)
Rlck DeLuca, Broker 740-264-6989 * Anna Smith 740-359-5540 « Jay Petrella 740-632-2952
VISIT US AT OUR WEBSITE WWW.DELUCAREALTY.COM



Paving A VisIT

Sparts columnist Doug Huff talks about Bill
Stewart, Ed Pastilong, and Jeff Casteel
showing up for the Dapper Dan Banquet/13
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Park

Edges

Weir

Patriots bounce back,
hold off Red Riders

By NICK BEDWAY
For The Intelligencer
[t"s not often a team can shoot 3-for-10
from the floor and make only 6 of 17 free
throws in the fourth quarter and still hang on
to win a basketball game.

Somehow Wheeling Park managed to do
Just that Friday night while staving off Weir
High 53-50 at the Patriots gymnasium.

Regardless of how it haEpened, Park
coach Michael Jebbia said his team will
gladly take it.

**We peeded to bounce back and get a
win,"” Jebbia said.

The Patriots were coming off a disappoint-
ing home floor loss to John Marshall on
Tuesday night in the opening round of the
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class
AAAA Tournament. Wheeling Park, now
14-4 overall, was the top seed entering the
four-team event while Weir {1 1-7) was seed-
ed No. 2 before also losing in the semifinals
to Indian Creek.

**I think both of us were hoping to be
playing Saturday night for a championship,
but that’s high school basketbali. Things
aren’t always going to go your way,”" Weir
coach Mike Granato said. **We had foul
shooting troubles of our own against Indian
Creek when we made only 13 of 30.
Tonight, we were 17 of 21 buk we still lost.

**We had enough opportunities to win this
game, but I'm proud to say that our kids
played their hearts out.”

For Jebbia, the Patriots’ second victory this
year against the Red Riders hopefully will
provide a big lift as they look forward to
what he regards as being among their most

High School Basketball

Photo by Mike Hughes
Wheeling Park’s R.J. Vargo (34) goes in for a layup as Weir's Wes Lengyll gives chase
during Friday’s game in Wheeling. View additional photos at cu.theintefligencer.net

Pete Brogdon, Weir's leading scorer who
struggled against the Patriots by netting just
2 of 11 shots. finally tossed in a triple from

The Red Riders eventually scored on a
Miser layup, cutting the deficit 10 4%-46
with 90 seconds to plav. Cody MacPherson

Everything
Working

For Jets

7-0 run at the end of
first propels UL

By KIM NORTH
For the Intelligencer

Chances are many members of the
Union Local boys’ basketball tenm have
Elrogably not heard of Dr. Jekyll and Mr.

yde.

The novel, which was penned by
Scottish author Robert L. Stevenson way
back in 1885, is the best way to describe
the 2007-08 edition of the Jets.

Last week in the opening round of the
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Champi-
onships, Union Local played the role of
Dr. Henry Jekyll in an embarrassing loss
to Shenandoah in Sarahsville. .

Friday night in Morristown, the Jets
{11-9) showed up as Mr. Edward Hyde
as they could do little wrong in a 74-65
decision against Steubenville (10-10).

““We've got some pretty good baskel-
ball players when they play to their
potential,”” Union Local first-year coach
Ben Porter said. “*Sometimes that is
frustrating, but when you play well and
win, it balunces things out. It's been a
funny year.”

The game started out like the earlK
rounds of a heavyweight boxing matc
as the teams traded basket-for-basket.
After five scoring deadlocks, the hosts
broke a 16-16 tie with a 7-0 run to fin-
ish the first quarter with a 23-16 advan-
tage.

UL junior Joby Barr scored five of the
seven points, with classmate Kyle
Blackman adding the other two on a fol-
low-up shot.

Big Red never recovered.

Junior Jordan Barbina scored 12 of
his team’s 18 points in the second half
as Union Local increased its lead to a
game-high 13 points (38-23) at the 2:19
mark.

However, Big Red never backed down

as it tallied seven of the final 10 points to-

trail 41-32 at the intermission.
Free-thrnw <hantine in the second




For The Intelligencer
It’s not often a team can sheot 3-for-10
from the floor and make only 6 of 17 free
throws in the fourth quarter and still hang on
to win a basketball game.

Somehow Wheeling Park managed to do
just that Friday night while staving off Weir
High 53-50 at the Patriots gymnasium.

Regardless of how it happened. Park
coach Michael Jebbia said his team will
gladly take it.

**We needed to bounce back and get a
win,”” Jebbia said,

The Patriots were coming off a disappoint-
ing home floor loss to John Marshall on
Tuesday night in the openin? round of the
Ohio Valley Athletic Conterence Class
AAAA Tournament. Wheeling Park, now
14-4 overall, was the top seed entering the
four-team event while Weir (11-7) was seed-
ed No. 2 before also losing in the semifinals
to Indian Creek.

**1 think both of us were hoping to be
Elaying Saturday night for a championship,

ut thats high school basketball. Things
aren’t always going to go your way,”” Weir
coach Mike Granato said. *“We had foul
shooting troubles of our own against Indian
Creek when we made only 13 of 30.
Tonight, we were 17 of 21 bue we still lost.

“We had enough opportunities to win this
pame, but 1I'm proud to say that our kids’
played their hearts out.”

For Jebbia, the Patriots’ second victory this
year against the Red Riders hopefully will
provide a big lift as they look forward to
what he regards as being among their most
challenging weeks of the season.

“‘We play Fairmont Senior at home Moao-
day night, Central on Wednesday and Park-
ersburg South back here Saturday. 1 think
our kids are a little tired right now, so we’ll
give them (today) off and just have a shoot-
a-round on Monday before we play Fair-
mont,”” Jebbia said.

The fourth quarter had to be a frustrating
time for both teams. Park entered the con-
cluding 8 minutes with a 40-33 lead and
quickly pushed the advantage out to 10 at
45-35 after Scoit Safcsak swished a triple
from the left corner and Brad Guckert
worked his way underneath the basket to hit
a layup.

Photo by Mike Hughes

Wheeling Park’s R.J. Vargo (34} goes in for a layup as Weir's Wes Lengyll gives chase
during Friday's game in Wheeling. View additional photos at cu.theintefligencer.net

Pete Brogdon. Weir’s leading scorer who
erufggled against the Patriots by netting just
2 of 11 shots, finally tossed in a triple from
the left wing, making it a seven-point game.
It later became a 49-44 score at the 3-minute
mark after a driving shot off the glass by the
Red Riders’ Zac Miser, who led all scorers
with 23 points.

After the Miser lay-in, Park’s problems at
the free-throw line started showing up but
the Red Riders couldn’t take advantage.

Worse yet, Weir was unable to come away
with the rebound following three straight
misses on one-and-one attempts by the Patri-
ots. First Richard Hall, then Guckert and,
finally Hall again were off the mark from the
stripe. However, after each miss, Matt Pear-
son was able to beat the Weir defender and
putl down the rebound.

The Red Riders eventually scored on a
Miser layup, cuotting the deficit to 49-46
with 90 seconds to play. Cody MacPherson
then gave Weir another chance by stealing
the ball and drawing a foul at the 1:16 mark.
MacPherson cashed the first shot. bot missed
the second, a rarity as Weir was | 1-for-12
from the foul line during the first three quar-
ters. _

Another steal gave the Red Riders a
chance to tie but they lost control of the ball
while trying to get it inside as the clock
moved inside the |-minute mark. After
Guckert was fouled he made his first attempt
and missed the second but, amazingly, Pear-
son won the rebound battle for the fourth
time in the closing minutes.

+ Please See PARK, Page 16

the ZU0 7-U% ediion of the Jets.

Last week in the opening round of the
Wheeling HosEita OVAC Champi-
cnships, Union Local played the role of
Dr. Henry Jekyll in an embarrassing loss
to Shenandoah in Sarahsville, .

Friday night in Morristown, the Jets
{11-9) showed up as Mr. Edward Hyde
as they coutd do litile wrong in a 74-65
decision against Steubenville (10-10).

“*We’ve got some pretty good basket-
ball players when they play to their

tential.”” Union Local first-year coach

en Porter said. ‘‘Sometimes that is
frustrating, but when you play weli and
win, it balances things out. It's been a
funny year.”

The game started out like the earlff
rounds of a heavyweight boxing match
as the teams traded basket-for-basket.
After five scoring deadlocks. the hosts
broke a 16-16 tie with a 7-0 run to fin-
ish the first quarter with a 23-16 advan-
tage.

UL junior Joby Barr scored five of the
seven points. with classmate Kyle
Blackman adding the other two on a fol-
low-up shot.

Big Red never recovered.

Junior Jordan Barbina scored 12 of
his team’s 18 points in the second half
as Union Local increased its lead o a
game-high 13 points (38-25) at the 2:19
mark. :

However, Big Red never backed down
as it tallied seven of the final 10 points to.
trail 41-32 at the intermission.

Free-throw shooting in the second
half determined the oulcome as UL
meshed 15 of 24 free throws to just 7 of
12, :

Steubenville narrowed the deficit to
seven, 56-49. at the end of three periods
as UL only made 3 of 12 shots from the
floor in the period and committed four
tumovers. However, the Jets did cash in
9 of 11 free tosses, including 6 of 6 by
Barr.

Barbina and Barr each scored six
points in the final chapter as Big Red
was never able to get any closer than
seven.

Please See JETS, Page 16

Cold Shooting Haunts Eagles

By RICH GIBSON

For The Intelligencer

Jeff Sabatino's Martins
Ferry Purple Riders have a
unique penchant for playing
basketball games that are ofi-
the-chart ugly.

To their credit, the Riders
find a way to prevail in a vast
majority, Case in point, Fri-
day night’s unsightly
encounter in the Tolbert
Gymnasium where the Pur-
ple Riders produced another
“‘masterpiece,”” pinning a
53-44 setback on Magno-
lia's low-flying Blue Eagles.

As has been the scenario
in numerous decisions,
Ferry’s victims are made to

appear totally incapable of
executing even the most
basic of fundamentals.

Magnolia coach Dave
Tallman discussed such mat-
ters with his 14-4 team near-
ly 30 minutes following the
outcome.

““They made us look like a
team that never picked up a
basketball until (Friday
night),”” Tallman related
with a sy grin. “*Still, it’s
incredible to me how poorly
we shot the ball.””

Magnolia attempted 63
shots from the perimeter
while Ferry launched 34.
The Eagles, however, hit
their target only 17 times

compired to 13 knocked
down by the Purple Riders.
As part of the initial
OVAC Wheeling Hospjtal
Tournament Boys Basketball
Championships, Martins
Ferry, top-seeded in 3-A, set-
tled for third place laurels.
“*“Those were two disap-
pointed teams out there com-

peting (Friday night),””

Sabatino said. **Not just
since last November, but
since last summer (both of
us) had designs of playing in.
the championship game.
*‘(Friday night) may have
seemed meaningless but I
figured the team which
played with the most grit

would prevail.™

Tallman had few answers,

““(This) is a great new
venue which is very well-
lighted,”" Tallman said.
“‘We've been averaging 72

oints, T have no explanation.

ut I do know we better get
over this in a hurry because
John Marshall comes to town
Monday night.””

The two teams-battled to a
22-22 haiftime stalemate
before Martins Ferry used a
15-3 third panel pullaway to
take contrel. Senior Tony
Sabatino twice connected
from downtown, '

See EAGLES, Page 16

Martins

i Ferry’s Derek
! Edwards (5)
| tries to get

s around the

g defense of

¢ Magnolia's

¥ Andrew
Robinson on

} Friday in

¥ Martins Ferry.

& Photo by
§ Joel Joseph




Eagles

(Continued from Page 11)

Magnolia, meanwhile, shot
jtself out of contention, nailing
just 1 of 13 from the field.

By the time Tallman’s quin-
tet rediscovered its mojo, keiry
had mounted a double-digit
lead. The Blue Eagles rallied
no closer than six points down
the stretch. )

“*There’s no question Mag:
nolia didn’t bring its **A
game, but we had something to
. dp with that,”’ Sabatino
advised. *‘I feel there was a lot
of value here and I'm pleased
and proud of my guys for win-
ning 15 games.” _

The 15-5 Purple Riders now
face a 10-day layoff before
engaging Indian Valley in a
Division 1l Sectional test Feb.

18th at Claymont High.

The Riders” scoring distribu-
tion brought a wide smile to
théir coach’s face. Senior
Derek Edwards, who tailied

just one field goal, totaled 11
team-leading points. Senior
Josh Bable and junior Clay
Francis cashed in nine points
apiece. Sabatino and sopho-
more Jordan Burress collected
eight apiece. Michael Roach
contributed two clutch 3-point-

ers. '
Magnolia did benefit from
another superb two-way-per-

formance suthored by Ben
Bridgeman who posted game-
leading totals of 19 points and
15 rebounds. The Eagles lost
both Bridgeman and Zac Fox to
personal fouls. o

Edwards gathered in nine of
the Riders” 32 rebounds. Mag-
nolia also yanked down 32
boards. Turnovers favored
Ferry, 14-9.

PIRATES.COM

1-800-BUY-BUCS

JATS

Park

(Continued from Page 11)

D’Jhae Jackson netted one of his two free
throws for a 51-47 lead that was cut to two
Eoints on a Brogdon baseline drive to the bas-

et. Hall was hacked in the backcourt with 31
seconds to play. It was double bonus time and
Hall dropped in the second attempt. Brogdon
was fouled nndemneath the basket but he also
netted just 1 of 2 at the stripe, leaving the
Patriots in front 52-50.

MacPherson’s fifth foul resulted in another
1 of 2 trip to the line for Hall. Needing a 3-
peinter to tie, sophomore Shawn Burns’
attempt from at the top of the circle was off
the mark. The Red Riders had a chance for the
rillnlound but turned the ball over on a traveling
call.

With just 4 seconds remaining, Hall's
inbounds pass to Guckert resulted in another
Red Riders foul. Even though he misfired on
both attempts, the Red Riders only had time
for a desperation toss from out the backcourt
that never had a chance to go in.

*“Usually we are the team that makes free
throws 1o close out a game,’’ Jebbia said.
“‘Fortunately we came up with some key
defensive stops when he needed them. 1
thought Brad did a nice job defending Brog-
don and holding him to nine Poims. He didn’t
have a bucket.in the first half.”

On the defensive end of the floor, the Patri-

_ ots also were able to force Weir into 20

turnovers, including five in a row during one
stretch in the third quarter. Jackson drew
praise for his six steals and Jebbia also was
Eleased with Hall’s effort under the glass as
e gul]ed down 11 rebounds,
uckert and Hall also led the Park scoring
with 12 points each. Miser was Weir's only
double-digit performer.
The Red Riders looked to have the upper

hand early as Jebbia noted that his team came
out flat for the first time all year. With the 6-
foot-6 MacPherson blocking at least three
shots in the opening minutes, Weir jumped
ahead 6-0 on a Burns layup off the glass, a
sky hook by MacPherson and Miser’s neat
baseline move.

Granato’s club went on to lead 14-5 near

« the end of the first quarter before the Patriots

closed with a 7-0 run as Pearson hit a turn-
around shot, Guckert found the target with his
trey attempt from the left wing and R.J. Vargo
converted a steal into an easy layup.

Jackson’s jumper off the dribble pulled the
Patriots into a 16-16 tie, followed by hoop
and harm plays by Weir's Miser and Park's
Hall. Safcsak buried a short shot off the glass,
giving the Patriots a 21-19 lead and they
never trailed the rest of the way.

Hall scored seven points in the second quar-
ter as Park went out to a 32-23 advantage. All
eight of Weit's points in the second chapter
were provided by the slick-moving Miser.

Weir's eight turnovers and Park’s 4 of 14
shooting in the third quarter kepi either side
from doing much damage, but Vargo nailed a
16-foot jumper ahead of the horn to restore a
40-33 lead for the Patriots,

““We had a bad 3 minutes and that was
uncharacteristic of the way we play.”” Granato
insisted.

Although disappointed with the loss,
Granato believes the Red Riders will benefit
from the diificult schedule they’ve played
come tournament time.

*‘I think our schedule is as tough as any-
body’s in the valley,”” he said. Among their
setbacks are two to Park and one each to Indi-
an Creek, Magnolia, Wheeling Central and
city rival Weirton Madonna, all of whom are
having highly-successful seasons.
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Vincent Propels Red Devils [}

Creek tops Weir,
earns spot in title
game Saturday

Anthony Vincent canned
two free throws with less
than 10 seconds in regulation
as St. Clairsville defeated
Magnolia 68-66 in an OVAC
Class AAA Tournament
semifinal Tuesday night at St.
Clairsville.

The Red Devils advance to
Saturday’s 4 p.m. champi-
onshi finale opposiie
Wheeling Central.

Vincent finished with 19
points 1o lead the Red Devils,
while Daniel Slavik added 14
points and Dustin Hynes and
Michael Bigelow each had
10.

Scott Berry paced the Blue
LEagles with 18 points. Ben
Bridgeman scored 16 points,
Colt Street added 13 and
Jarred Blatt dropped in 10.

OVAC Class AAAA
Semifinals
Indian Creek 54, Welr 49

Al Weirton., Weir led by
three heading into the fourth,
but couldn™t find an answer
for indian Creek’s Mike
Smith, who totaled |8 of his
game-high 26 points during
the finul ¥ minutes.

R.J. Roberts backed Smith
with 10 points for the Red-
sKins.

The Red Riders were led
by Zuc Miser and Pete Brog-
don, with each supplying 17
points.

OVAC Class AA
Semifinals
Shadyside 79
Sleubenvllfe Catholic 66

Al Shadyside, the Tigers’
diaded in from the perimeter,
making 12 of 28 attempts
irom behind the arc in
defeating  Steubenville
Catholic.

Justin Andes led the way
with 23 points while B.A.
Holloway drained five 3-
pointers to finish with 17
points. Justin Andes chipped
in 15 wiule Drew Kennon hit
for 11,

Luke Nicholson led the
Crusaders with 22 points,
Chris Gale added 14 and
Brian DeFranco (13) and
Mark Gilloon (11} also con-
tributed.

The Tigers will take on
Linsly in Saturday’s Class
AA final, with the game time
possibly being moved from 1
p.m. to 10 am. to accommo-
date the Tigers' girls team,
who plays at 1 p.m. in a sec-
tional maich.

Linsly 37, Fort Frye 35

At Beverly, DeMarr Moul-
ton led all scorers with 17

ints as No. 3 Linsly edged

0. 2 Fort Frye with a game-
winning shot at the buzzer.

C.J. Goodwin added seven
points for Linsly.

Derek Thompson's 16

ints paced Fort Frye in the

-low-scoring affair.

OVAC Class A
Semifinals
Weirton Madonna 43
Zanesville Rosecrans 40

At Weirton, John McCune
had 20 points and Cory
Hirkala added {3 as top-
seeded Weirton Madonna
came from behind to defeat
Zanesville Rosecrans.

The Blue Dons wiil face
Bridgeport in the finals on
Saturday i 10 a.m.

Bridgeport 66, Valley 29

At Bridgeport, the Bull-
dogs blew their OVAC Class
A semifinal game with Val-
ley wide open with a 39-9
second-half run,

Justin Gregorcic and Mike
Bachie paced Bridgeport (11-
7) with 14 points apiece
while Chaz and Trey Lindsey
evenly split 20 points.

Clay Dallison and Haden
Kocher each tallied eight
points for the Lumberjacks
(9-7).

OVAC Consolation Pool
Frontier 100
Bellaire 94, OT

At Bellaire, in the most
hotly contested game of the
night, Frontier's Ben Hunts-
man scored 10 of his game-
high 36 points in overtime as
Frontier hit the century mark
in a hard-fought victory

against Bellaire (6-13).

Huntsman, who had 13
rebounds, was backed by 33
points from Ethan Morris and
15 from Justin Ross.

The Big Reds’ balanced
attack was led by Levi Crozi-
er with 25 points and nine
rebounds, while Anthony
Hocker had 24 points,
Andrew Crook scored 20 and
Ryan Feller added 19,

River 70, Beallsville 44

At Hannibal, Beallsville
didn’t have an answer for
River's Zach Hammond as
the Pilots post ignited for 39

oints in a victory against the
lue Devils.

Harold Early added nine
points for River (9-10}.

Kevin Stoney’s |3 points
paced Beallsville.

Monroe Central 76
Bishop Donahue 48

At McMechen, Mikey
Habig dominated the post
with 24 poinis as Monroe
Central knocked Bishop Don-
ahue.

Ryun Kuhn added 18
points for the Seminoles,
while Ryan Highman had 13.

The Bishops were led by
L.A. Hampton with 13 points
and 10 apiece trom Nathan
Fallova and Mike Matheny.

Bellaire St. John 56
Cameron 55

Al Bellaire, the Fighting
Irish recorded their second
victory, led by 25 points
from Chase Russell in a tri-
umph against  visiting
Cameron.

David Trucy added 10
points for St. John (2-17).

The Dragons were fueled
by 18 points from Malt
Andenora and 11 from Jacob
Koontz,

Edison 77, Beaver Local 69

At Richmond, Corey
Wickham led Edison with 18
points while Cale McCoy
added 7 and Bryson Ander-
son dropped in 16 in a victo-
ry against Beaver Locai.

Ethan Russell’s game-high
10 points and nine rebounds
Eiced the Beavers, while

ach Zelinsky chipped in 17
points and Scott Kreefer (12)

and Matt Clutter (1 1) also hit

for double digits.
Shenandoah 5%
Union Local 41

At Sarahsville, behind four
3-pointers apiece from Caleb
Schwieterman and Cody
Johnson. Shenandoah groun-
ded Union Local.

Schwieterman finished
with 19 points while Johnson
added 17 as the Zeps went
10 of 17 from behind the arc.

Jordan Barbina led the Jets
with 17 Eoints and while
Joby Barr had 14 points.
Caldwell 61, Paden City 47

At Paden City, Ryan
McKee tallied 23 points and
Scott Palug{i added 15 to
lead Caldwell against Paden
City.

The Wildcats were led by
12 paints from Ricky Wright
and Ryan Thoburn, while
sophomore Malakai Ander-
son supplied 10 points.

Brooke 42
Buckeye Local 31
At Wellsburg, Bryan

Spruill scored nine points as
Brooke defeated Buckeye
Local without the benefit of
u double-dipit scorer.

Joe Whitehead led all scar-
ers with 10 points for the
Panthers.

Harrison Central 65
Barnesville 63

At Barnesville, Ryan Duyv-

enport had a game-high 29
oints and nine rebounds to
ead Harrison Central past
Barnesville.

Ty Kinney had 13 points
and C.J. Byers added 10 for
the Huskies.

Josh Wells led the Sham-
rocks with 19 points, Kody
Skinner added 15 points and
seven rebounds and Shane
Crosier added 10 paints.

Steubenville 51
Oak Glen 41

At Steubenville, DeTroy
Smith led four Elayers in
double figures with 14 points
as Steubenville (10-9) beat
Oak Glen.

Dwight Macon had 12
Bﬂints for Big Red while

iMichael Johnson and Jeryl
Christian evenly split 20

points.

Clay Owings had | 3 points
tlozleud the Golden Bears {5-

).

Buckeye Trail 75
Toronto 64

At Old Washington. Brock
Davis ignited for 31 poinis
and Joe Collart backed him
with 24 as Buckeye Trail
held off Toronto (6-12).

The Warriors utilized a key
31-19 run tn the sccond
quarter o Rush past the Red
Knights, who were led by 24
points from Zach Stewart and
272 from Mike Stock.

Repular Season
Clay-Battelle 57
Hundred 52

BLACKSVILLE — Mart
Church’s game-high 23
puints wasn’t enough to push
visiting Hundred past Clay-
Buitelle.

Emery Smith added 11
points for the Horpets. who
were unable o make up a 20-
4 first-quarter deficit.

Photo by Mike Palmer
Magnolia's Jarred Blatt goes up for a rebound during
Tuesday's game against St. Clairsville.

Faith Comm. Chr. 59
Olney Friends 46

At Bethesda, Matt Roten
totaled 25 points and Brian
Brown added !'E as Faith
Community Christian defeat-
ed Olney Friends.

Chris McGown had |18 for
Olney and Cedrick Rugege
added 4.

Girls
Tyler Consolidated 35
St. Marys 53

Al Kidwell, Lorisu Eddy’s
bucket in the paint with 3
seconds to go lifted Tyler
Consolidated against upset-
minded St. Marys.

Cameron Yoho led the Sil-
ver Knights with 21 points.
'l rebounds and three blocks
while Mikkel Wells had 11
points and Eddy added 10,
Meghan Wiseman was held
to nine points. but pulled
down |2 rebounds.

Kelsea Fickiesen led the
Blue Devils with a gume-high
31 puints and eight rebounds.
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Linsly wins battle of Cadets at buzzer, 37-35

AT BEVERLY, Linsly’s Cadets
broke a 35-35 deadlock with Taylor
Cecil scoring a game-winning buck-
et to send Mark Dodd’'s Soldiers to
-Saturday morning's OVAC 2-A title
game opposite Shadyside at Ohio
University Eastemn.

Tuesday night’s low-scoring
encounter saw Linsly edge ahead
13-11 after one period before taking
a 19-18 lead 1o the lockerroom. Fort
Frye came back to forge a 24-24
knot after three panels.

Demar Moulton collected a game-
leading 17 points for the Orange and
Black.

FRONTIER 100
BELLAIRE %4, OT

AT BELLAIRE, the Big Reds and
Cougars battled to a §2-82 standoff
at the end of regulation before
Frontier erupted for 18 points during
the four-minute extra session.

The Beaverton-based winners
received a combined 71 points from
Ben Huntsman (36) and Ethan
Morris (33). Huntsman also con-
tributed 13 rebounds.

In defeat, Bellaire was led by
Levi Crozier’s 25-point output.
Teammate Anthony Hocker provid-
ed 24-point support with freshman
Travis Crook connecting for 20.
Sophomore Ryan Feller fired in 19,

Frontier was a 18-13 leader after

one panel before Gene Ammirante’s
Reds registered 28 second period
points to take a 41-36 intermission
upperhand. Bellaire expanded the
lead to 64-56 after three panels
before being outscored 26 18 in the
fourth frame.

Frontier was an impressive 43-of-
81 from the floor compared to
Bellaire’s 38-0f-82 lighting. The
Cougars led 42-29 off the glass.
Crozier collected nine retrieves,
Turnovers were even at 16.

SHENANDOAH 59,
UNION LOCAL 41

AT SARAHSVILLE, the Zeps
established early command and went
on to hand UL its ninth loss in 19
starts.

Dan Schweiterman’s Noble
County quint mounted a 20-12 lead
after one panel and extended the
spread to 35-17 at halftime. Ben
Porter’s Jets faced a 48-29 deficit
after three chapters.

Daniel Schwieterman scored a
game-leading 19 points to pace -

Tuesday’s trivmph. Cody Johnson
provided 17-point support.

Union Local’s Jordan Barbina
tossed in a team-leading 17 points.
Joby Barr followed with 14.

Shenandoah was a 34-31 leader
off the glass. Kyle Blackman
brought down 10 stray shots for UL.

HARRISON CENTRAL 65,
BARNESVILLE 63
AT BARNESVILLE, the visiting
Huskies recorded a key road win,
raliying from a halftime deficit to
upend the Shamrocks.

After taking a 13-12 first quarter
lead, Chris Pack’s Rocks extended
the count to 36-29 at halftime.

But Adam Pittis’ Huskies used a
19-11 third quarter turnaround to go
on top by 48-47 after three panels.

Harrison was holding on to a 65-
61 lead in the final ticks before
Barnesville’s Kody Skinner netted a
late bucket before time expired..

The Huskies received a career-
best 29-point output from Ryan
Davenport. Teammates Ty Kenny
and C.J Byers contributed 13 and 10
tallies, respectively.

Josh Wells tossed in a 19 team-
leading points for Barnesville.
Skinner provided 15-point support
and Shane Crozier scored 10.

ST. JOHN’S 56 CAMERON 55

AT BELLAIRE, St. John Central
recorded its second win of the sea-
son, outlasting the invading Dragons
and receiving a standout perform-
ance from 6-4 junior Chase Russell
in the process. .

Russell racked up a game-leading
25 points and was just as clutch

under the boards where he collared ‘

some 17 rebounds.

Daniel Tracy provided ]0 -point
support while Matt Yochum distrib-
uted five assists.

Tuesday’s triumph in the Green
House was of the come-from-behind
variety after Cameron motored to
20-13 command after one panel.
The Irish still faced a 30-22 inter-
mission deficit before returning with
rally caps in tow,

Coach Nick Yourkovich saw his
team roar back to gain a 41-41 knot
after three panels.

“We would not have won this
game a month ago,” Yourkovich
observed. “Our kids have grown and
showed great character. I couldn’t be
happier for this team. We are mov-
ing in the right direction.”

BUCKEYE TRAIL 75,
TORONTO 64

AT OLD WASHINGTON, Dave
Linn's Warriors exploded for 31
second quarter points and went on to
take out Toronto.

After leading by just 10-8 at the
end of one panel, the Warriors erupt-
ed to take 41-27 halftime command.
Trail was a 56-40 frontrunner after
three panels.

Trail received a game-leading 31-
point output from veteran guard
Brock Davis.

Providing 24-point support was

Joey Collart.
MONROE CENTRAL 76,
BISHOP DONAHUE 48

AT McMECHEN, the Seminoles
outpointed Donahue 44-20 over the
middle periods to win for the sev-
enth time in 19 starts.

B led 17-15 after one perwd
before Greg Taylor’s Redskins came
on to grab.a 37-28 intermission
advantage,

The Noles maintained 59-37
command after three panels.

Mikey Habig connected for a sea-
sonbest 24 points, pacing the victo-
ry. Also in twin digits were team-
mates Ryan Kuhn (18) and Ryan
Highman (13).

Habig alspo brought down 10
rebounds and recorded three steals.
Kyle Jorris distributed six assists.

RIVER 70 BEALLSVILLE 44

AT BEALLSVILLE, Pilots’ sen-
ior Zach Hammond connected for a
career-high 39 points as Mark
Romick’s club won going away,

River led by just 8-7 after one
period before using a 28-8 second
panel pullaway for 36 15 command
at halftime.

Hammond received double digit
scoring support from Harold Earley
who netted 10 tallies. Beallsville's
Kevin Stoney paced Big Blue with
13 markers.



OVAC Girls
Championship
pairings set

- Creek, Ferry, Steubenville CC, St. John
secure top seeds in inaugural hoop event

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Spars Edilor

NOHNDAY, 7.30 PM

HO, 4 VALLEY

CHAMPIONEHIP
SATURDAY, 10:00 AN
AT QUE

NO. 2 BEALLSYILLE *

WKONDAY, 7.30 PR

NO. I BRIDGEPORT

HONDAY, 7.3 e

NG & FRISTER

CHAMPONEHR
SATURDAY, 1:00 FH
AT QUE

KONDAY, V.20 PR

For the better part of the past two years, 4 commitice of aren
upcoming Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball Championship.
championship semifi- cuss A
were put together.
years, but we've been
it’s time to get ready
tor Rick Deluca
the last several years,
for the championship
will be held Monday at cl.ass M
didn't qualify for the
their two games sched-

Each team which
asked to leave two
dictable who was

The schools did this
Committee would
wlar season slate and | o, { MARTING FERRY
with travel and previ- WONDAY, 7:30 PM

“This is like the

basketball coaches, Rick Del.uca and OVAC Executive
Secretary Tom Rataiczak have met monthly, scripting the
The group met again Friday morning at OVAC headquarters
in Bellaire, but this time it was for real. The pairings for the
nals us well as the con-
solation pool gnmes
“We've been work- | Nt ST JOHN CENTRAL
ing on this for two
working with pencils,
paper and numbers, so
to play some hoops,”
said tournament divec-
who's handled the
OVAC standings for
The top four teams
in each class qualify
part of the bracket and
thosc semitinal games
the higher seed’s home
court. The teams that
championship portion | ¥ L PEWEWLETT
of the tournament had
uled for them by the
OVAC,
opted (o participate
before the scason was
open dates because it
was obviously unpre-
going to play in the
championship round.
with the understanding
that the OVAC
assign the remaining I:LASS m
two games on the reg-
euch team would get a
home and away game
ous matchups consid-
cred,
baby NCAA drawing,”
Rataiczak said. I

NO. 4 ST, CLASRSVILLE

CHAMPIONSHIP
SATURDAY, 4:00 PM
think this committec AT QUE

did 2 phenomenal job | M:ZKHEELNG CENTRAL

with the pairings and
being as fair as possi-
ble. Some people
might be critical of
(the pairings), but
when you have Lo
assign 30 teams two
zames it's tough. so | | CLLASS AAAA
am really happy with
how it turned out.”

MONDAY, 7:30 PW

NO. 3 BARNESVILLE

Indian Creck, | HO-TNFANCREER
Martins Ferry,
Steubenville Cathoelic
and St. John Céntral MONDAY, 7:30 Fié
earned the top seeds in
the four classes, | —_NO.-4BROOKE |

respectively, based on
their regular season
averages. Euch of the samlﬁAgh;nam
four will host a first- | _Ho.2J0HRMARSHALL
round game.

In Class 4-A, the

CHAMPIONSHIP

Lady Redskins will MONDAY, 7:30 P
welcome fourth-seed-
ed Brooke. The other NO. 1 ETHS0N

semifinal pits second-
seeded John Marshali
against the third-seeded Edison Lady Wildcats,

The Lady Riders of Martins. Ferry High,School ~ winners of
the Buckeyc 8 Championship already — will begin their quest
for the OVAC title when rival St. Clairsville visits the Purple
Palace at the newly-opened Tolbert Gymnasium.

The other game in Class 3-A finds third-seeded Bamesville,

which used a flurry of victories down the stretch to even crack

See, TOURNEY, Page D2

® Tourney
Continued from Page D1

the top four, travelling to meet
Wheeling Central,

The race for the banner in
2-A should be extremely com-
petitive. Top-sceded
Steubenville Catholic will
entertain fourth-secded
Frontier, The uther matchup
will serve as the third meeting
of the campaign between
Muonioe Cenual, the two seed,
and Buckeye Trail, the third
seed, The Lady Scminoles
lave already Taid clain o the
Pioneer Valley Conference
Championship.

The Lady Irish of 51, John
Cepiral come ina the tourng-
ment as the top seed in the
tournament and own a (6-1
nuvle The Tady Trish will meet
fourth-sceded Valley at (he
Greenhouse Monday night.

The other matchup in 1-A s
the third mceting between see-
ond-sceded Reualtsville and
third-seeded Bridgeport. The
Lady Blue Devils won both
meetings in the regular seuson.

"I think we've gol soime
great matehups conting into
the semifinuls.” Deluca said,
“1 think based un the wams i
the semifinals no matter who
wins, we're guaranteed lour
good games i the finals”

The fout OVAC
Championship cames will be
held on Saturday. Feh, 2 at the
Flealth and Physical Education
Center on the campus of Ohio
Uniiversity-liastern in St
Clairsvilte in three-hour win-
dows, stivting witl the Class
I-A game at 10 aan,

“ICs going o be an exciting
tournament,” Rataiczak said, ™
think it's o matter o whoever
shows up to play on a given

night.”

The losers of their
semifinal  games
won't lose oul on
games either. The
consolation final will
be played at the high-
er seed’s court on
Wednesday evening,
but according to tour-
nament officials that
schools reserve the
right 10 play those on
Thursday along with
the remuinder of the
games,

OVAC NOTES
* THE COST of
admission {or the
semifinul, pool and
consolation games
are set by the home
school, However, the
0 v A C
Championship
Games will cost $0
for adults and $4 lor
students with OVAC
passes being the only
ones accepted for
admission.
* RESERVE GAMLES
will be played at the
semilinal, consola-
tion and pool pames,
Only the champi-
onship games al OUE
will  not contest
Jayvee ganies,
+  THE oOovac
Basketball
Championship com-
mittee is comprised

Girls OVAC Tournament
Schedule

Champlonshlp Semifinals
Monday, & p.m. (JV)
Class 4-A
No. 4 Brooke at No. 1 Indian Creek
No. 3 Edson at No. 2 John Marshall
Class 3-A
No. 4 51. Clairsvitle at Hu. 1 Martins Feiry
No. 3 Barnasyille at No. 2 Wheeling
Central
Ciass 2-A
Na. 4 Frontier at No. 1 Steubenvillo
Catholic
No. 3 Buckeys Trail al Mo. 2 Monioa
Cenitral
Clnss 1-A
No. 4 Valloy at Ru. 1 81, Johin Centrad
No. 3 Bridgeport at No. 2 Beallsville
*Notes: Conselation Games between the
two losers will be held on Wednesday at the
higher seed. Jayvee gamas wili be played
during the first-round games and the pool
games as well as the consolation games.
Ticket prices are sat by the home schaol,
OVAC Pool Games
Monday
Beaver Local at Harrison Central
Weir at Ballaire
Wheeling Park at Buckeya Local
Magnolia al Unign Local
Oak Glen at Steubenvile
Lins{}( at Weirlon Matdonna
Shadyside at Fort Frye
Camneron at River
Shenandoah at Rosecrans
Toronto at Bishop Donabue
Paden City at Caldwell
Thursday
Steubanvilie at Beaver Local
Buckeye Local al Shadyside
Union Laocal at Wheeling ark
Harrison Cetitral at Wair
Beltairo al Oak Glen
Fart Frye at Magniolia
Catdwetl at Carneron
River al Lin&.‘ll\!I
Bishop Donahue at Shenandoeal
Woeirton Madonna at Paden Gity
Zanesvllle Rosaecrans at Torono

of: Nikki Cain (Magnolia). Clhris Pack (Barnesville),

Deluca, Rick Isaly {River).
Boubbu Kuapral (St

Rataivzak,  Ron  Smyth

John (Ldison) and George Vargo

Central), Fred King (Paden (Madona).

City), Donnie Madzia (QUL),

Staskey cont be reached i

Mark Masloski (Steubenville). sstashevie timestoaderonfine com

Boys OVAC Boxscores

FRONTIER (100) — Murphy 0 1-2 1; Binaegar 0
Huntsman 1B 4-7 38; Kendall 2 4-6 8; Z. Huntsman

0-0 Q; Aoss 7 1-4 15, B
2 0-1 5; Marris 16 3-4 35;

Totals: 43 13-24 100. BELLAIRE (84} — Hocker 8 1-1 24; Camsky 0 0-0 0; Maiz 2

0-0 4: Crozler 10 5-8 25; Bobka 1 0-0 2;

7. Huntsman: B —Hocker 5, Feller, Grook 4
bina 7 3-4 17. Barr § 4-8 14; Blackman 0 0-0 o
Nichols 1 2-4 4; Lares 1 0-0 2; Thompson 0 0-0 G;
01 2; Strattord 0 0-0 0'_'.‘ Totaésaju 649'}3&;16

- man 1 02 2; Chapman 2 0-0 5; Hupp ) .
D oo 7 13 3¢ ih 1 1.2 4; Bates 1 0-0 2; Johnson § 3-4 17,
2 4; Rataiczak 1 0-2 2; Totals: 21 7-15

8-10 94.

' Three-Point Goals: F—
! UNION LOCAL (41) — Bar
¢ Azzalion 1 0-0 2; Nardo 0 0-0 0;

waller 0 0-3 0; Tacosik 0 0-0 O; Jarrett 1

r B
Smith

! HARRISON CENTHAL (65) — Fhillips 0 0-0 a;
Graham 0 00 0; Kenney 4 5-6 13; Barker 10-02;

0-0 0; Schweiterman 7 1-3 19; Smi
! Ynigusz 0 0-00; Boudna G 0-00; Farmer 1 2-

Faller B 2.3 19; Grook 8 0-0 20; Totals: 38

9'Tl-unae-Polm Fiold Goals: UL-none; S— Schwelterman 4, Johnson 4, Chapman,

White 3 2-2 9; Byers 3 4.4 10;
Orr 1 040 2; R. Davenport 11 7-

11 29. Totals: 23 18-23 65, BARNESVILLE (63) — Greiner 0 0-0 0; Murphy 1 1-1 3;

MacMillan O 6-8 6; Crosler 3 4-4 10, Walls

Skinner 5 5-6 15; Totals: 22 17-19 63.
Int Field Goals: HC —White: B—Burga 2
g'}r.a.?éf-loNnCElr?lTﬂAL {56) — C. Russell 10 5-8 25, VanDorn 0 0-0 0; Tracy 4 2-5

10; Ogibee 3 2-2 9; Yochum 2 4-7 8,

9 1-2 19; Burga 2 0-0 6; Smith 2 ¢-0 4;

Marhefka 1 2-3 4; Kovalchick 0 0-0 0; Totals:

o0 14-25 56. CAMERON (55) — Porter 31-3 7, Marting 1 0-0 3: Wright 2 2-2 6;

lins 0 0-0 0; Andendra 5 3-3 18; Gun
{0:-%0: Koontz 4 3-6 11; Holenz 2 1-4 5; MeNa
Three-Point Fiald Goals: SJC — Ogitbae, Marhefka;
LINSLY (37) — Campball 2 0-3 4, Fahey 2
17, Oparanozie 0 0-0 0, T,
7-11 37. FORT FRAYE (35)
Thieman 1 3-7 5, Amold 2 6-0
Threa-Polnt Field Grﬁ]f: L-El Alton,

— Wilaon \

Tt 1 & M.Slock B 5-6 22, Stewart 8 5-

0-0 0, Shimmel 1 0-0 2,

vigler 0 0-0 @. Totals 21
Nealay 0 5-8 5, Davis 12 4-8 a1, Coltart

Cacll 1 0-0 2, Goodwi

pingham 1 0-0 2; Hawkins 1 1-2 3, Scott 0
bt 0 0-0 0; Totals: 19 11-20 55.

C—
0-0 4, Milton 1 0-0 3, Moullon 6 5-5
n2237, S.Cecil00-2 0. Tolals 14

Andendra 5, Marling

— Stevens 2 1-2 7, Bales 0 0-0 0, Thompsan 7 2-7 18,

6, Lang 0 0-0 0, Warren 0 1-1 1, Totals 12 7-17 35,
Milton, Goodwin; FF — Stavens 2, Amnold 2.

Brower 3 3-3 9, Wiliams 0 3-4 3, Keenan 0
9 24, Radvansky 1 2-7 4,

1B-29 84. BUCKEYE TRAIL (75) — B.Beras 3 349,

A 0 1-2 1. Totals 23 24-33 76. ]
! E:el'{':]rze-Polm Fiekd Goals: M.Stock, Stewart 3; Warnock, Collart, Davis 3.

MOQNROE CENTRAL {76) —
Sigphens 0 0-0 0, Jorris 4 1-2 8, Davis 0
Habig 12 0-1 24 , Blackstons 10-02, Rader O

7 9-11 24, Warnock 1 2-2 5, Taylor 00-0 0,

Aose 2 4-4 8, Childress 0 0-0 0, Kuhn 7 0-0 18,
0-0 0, Ring 1 0-0 2, Highman 4 5-5 13,
0-0 0, Yountz 0 0-0 0, Tisher 0 0-0 0.

20
10-12 76. BISHOP DONAHUE (48) — Stewart 0 0-0 0, Angalich ¢ 0-2 0,
TWOE:?tEa%O 0-0 0, Hamplon 3 6-7 13, Jonas 1 0-1 2, Fallova 3 4-4 10, Matheny 4 0-0

10, Clayton 1 0-0 2, Smhh 2 0-0 5

—#uhn 4: BD— Hamplon, Matheny 2, Smith,
a 2; Hammond 1?‘:‘-8 39: Ash 0 7-8 7, Polts 1 0-
-2 G Earlay 3 4-6 10; Totals: 24 20-24 70
3 0-2 7: A. Luces 2 0-0 5; Rippey 1 0-0 2;
1 0-0 2: €. Lucas 2 2-2 6; Darby 0 0-0 0;

13 48.

Threa-Point Field Goals:
AWER (70} -~ Indermuhla 1 0-0
0 2; Brawn 1 0-0 2; Blacksione 2 2
BEALLSVILLE {44) — Naiswongsr
Stephen 4 0-0 8; Stoney 6 1-2 131 L. Lucas
Myars 0 0-0 O; Totals: 16 3-6 44,
Three-Point Field Goals: B—

, Schrumpf 0 -0 0, Schau 3 0-0 6. Totals 17 10-

Malswonger, A. Lucas, Stephen.
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,Bridgeman 8, 1-5 17. Tolals — 17, 5-13. MARTINS FERRY (53) —

Ferry
downs
Eagles

» Balanced Riders win
3-A consolation game

By RICH GIBSON
Times Leadear Sports Writer

Riders have a unique penchant for play- §
ing basketball games that are off-the-
chart ugly.

To their credit, the Riders: find a way
to prevail in a vast majority. Case in
point, Friday night’s unsightly encounter
in Tolbert Gymnasium where the Purple
produced another ‘masterpiece,” pinning
1 53-44 setback on Magnolia’s low-fly-
ing Blue Eagles.

As has been the scenario in numerous
decisions, Ferry's victims are made to
appear totally incapable of executing
even the most-basic of fundamentals.

Magnolia head coach Dave Tallman
discussed such matters with his now 14-
4 team nearly half-an-hour following the
outcome before finally emerging from
the lockerroom.

“They made us look like a team that
never picked up a basketball until
tonight,” Tallman related with a sly grin,
“Stll, it's incredible to me how poorly
we shot the bail.”

Magnolia attempted 63 from the
perimeter ‘while Ferry launched but 34.
The Eagles, however, hit their target only
17 times compared to |3 knocked down
by the Riders.

As part of the initial OVAC Wheeling
Hospitil Tournament, Ferry, top-seeded
in 3-A, settled for third place laurels.

“Those were two disappointed teams
out there competing tonight,” Sabatino
advised. “Not just since last November,
but since last summer (both of us) had
designs of playing in the championship
game. Tonight may have seemed mean
ingless but I figured the team which
played with the most grit would prevail.”

Tallman had few answers, “(This) is a
great new venue which is very well-
lighted. We've been averaging 72 points
I have no explanation. But [ do know we
better get over this in a hurry because
John Marshall comes (o town Monday
night.”

The two teams batiled to a 22-22
halftime stalemate before Ferry used a
15-3 third panel pullaway to take con-
trol. Senior Tony Sabatino twice con-

ing just one of 13 from the field.
See, FERRY, Page D2

Jeff Sabatino’s Martins Ferry Purple I 3

T- an’MlKE PLH
nected from downtown. Magnolia, mean- MARTINS FERRY senior guard Derek Edwards makes a move o the bucket against
while, shot itself out of contention, nail- pMagnolia’s Justin Fox during the latter stages of Friday’s game at the Tolbert Gymnasium in

the consolation game of the OVAC 3-A tournament, Addmonal images may be found at
cu.timesteaderoniine.com

® Ferry
Coptinued from Page (h3 |

By the time Tallman’s quint re-discovered its mojo, Ferry had
mounted a twin-digit lead. The West Virginians rallied no closer
than six points down the stretch,

“There's no question Magnolin didn’t bring its ‘A’ game, but
we had something to do with that,” Sabatino advised, “T feel
there was u lot of value here and I'm pleased and proud of my
guys for winning 15 games.”

The 15-5 Riders now face a 10-day layoff before engaging
Indian Valley in a Division IIT Sectional test Monday evening
the 18th at Claymont High.

The Riders’ scoring distribution brought a wide smile to their
coach’s face. Senior Derek Edwards, who tallied just one field
goal, totaled 11 team-leading points. Senior Josh Bable and jun-
ior Clay Francis cashed in nine points apiece. Sabatino and sophi-
omore Jordan Burress collected eight apiece. Michael Roach
contributed two clutch trifectas.

Magnolia did benefit from another superb iwo-way perform:
ance authored by big Ben Bridgeman who posted game-leading
totals of 19 points and 15 rebounds. The Eagles lost both
Bridgeman and Zac Fox to personal fouls,

Edwards gathered in nine of the Riders’ 32 rebounds.
Magnolia also yanked down 32 boards. Turnovers favored
Ferry, 14-9.

Magnolia was victorious in Fnday s jayvee encounter

Sv:n:nr;rag;rzl
OLIA {44) — Robinson 0, 0-0 O; Seavy 0, 0-0 G; Yost 0, 0-0 0; Fox, J. 0,
0-0 0; Fox, Z, 1, 0-0 2; Blaft, Jar. 0, 3-8 3; Blatt, Jak. 2, 0-0 8; Sireet 4, 0-0 9;
Mclntosh 1, 6-0
2; Roach 2, 0-0 6; Burress 2, 4-4 B; Sabatino 2, 2-4 B; Francis 1, 7-13 9; Babls 4, 1-
29; Edwards 1, 8-8 11. Tatals — 13, 22-33,

Thrae—palnt goals. Magnolia — Berry {2}, Jak Blatt (2), Strest. Martins Farry —
Roach {2), Sabatino (2), Edwards.

FrotyMIKE PALMER
MARTINS FERRY'S Derek Edwards tries to call for a timeout in a wild scramble with
magnolia’s Colt Street (top) and Ben Bridgeman. The Purple Riders won, 53-44.

Addftional images can be found at cu.timesleaderoniine.com
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Wheeling Hospital OVAC Championship

Red Devils
advance to §u
AAA final |

« St. C. outlasts Magnolia

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leadsr Sports Editor

Kim Clifford has been one of the most high-
ly successful basketball coaches in the Ohio
Valley for many years.

One of the things his resume has lacked at
St. Clairsville is an Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference championship.

After Tuesday's dramatic 68-66 victory
over third-seeded Magnolia, Clifford and the
Red Devils are just one win away from making
room in the gymnasium for the school’s first-
ever boys basketball banner.

The win advances the Red Devils to
Saturday’s Wheeling

Hospital - ovAaC NN
Basketball . L
Championship game ‘Ouyr kIdS

in Ciass 3-A where

they will meet fourth- § ive great
seeded Wheeling
Central, which ousted eJ?c ort every
top-seeded Martins  pight and |
Ferry in the other ’
semifinal. ~ have tOfBEl

“I like our chances
with our team, and I g OOd about
am not saying any-  how ﬂlé’y
thing against )
Wheeling Central by pl(ly
saying that,” Clifford Ki
said. “Our kids give = Alm
great effort every Cliﬁ"ord .

night, and [ have to
feel good about how
they play, but no mat-
ter what happens (Saturday), [ won't be upset
because | know we'H give the effort needed.”
While the Red Devils' brass headed to Ohio
University-Eastern for today’s organizational
meeting, the Blue Eagles will go back to work
and prepare to be on the road again Friday in

T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH
SHADYSIDE'S Billy Merryman jump
stops amongst three defenders during
Tuesday’s Class 2-A OVAC semifinal
against Steubenville Catholic.
Additional images may be found at
cu.timesleaderonline.comn

Shadyside
gets past
SCC, 79-66

- Tigers to meet Linsly
in Class 2-A final

By RICH GIBSON
Times Leader Sports Writer

They live and die by the long ball.
Today, FEd Andes’ Shadyside Tigers are

hraathine a liitla hit anciae
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St. Clairsville is an Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference championship.

After Tuesday’s dramatic 68-66 victory
over third-seeded Magnolia, Clifford and the
Red Devils are just one win away from making
room in the gymnasium for the school’s first-
ever boys basketball banner.

The win advances the Red Devils to
Saturday’s Wheeling
Hospital- - OvAC INIEENEEENEE
Basketball
Championship game ‘Our k'ldS
in Class 3-A where

they will meet fourth-
seeded Wheeling
Central, which ousted
top-seeded Martins
Ferry in the other
semitinal.

“I like our chances
with our team, and [

give great

effort every
night and 1

- have to feel

good about

am not saying any- how they
thing apgainst

Wheeling Central by play ’
saying that,” Clifford Ki
said. “Our kids give - — A

great effort every ' Cltﬁord |

night, and I have to
feel good about how

they play, but no mat-
ter what happens (Saturday), [ won’t be upset
because [ know we'll give the effort needed.”

While the Red Devils” brass headed to Ohio
University-Eastern for today’s organizational
meeting, the Blue Eagles will go back to work
and prepare to be on the road again Friday in
the consolation game where they will meet the
Purple Riders, bul the trip to the Tolbert
Gymnasium was the furthest thing from head
coach Dave Tallman’s mind,

“I fuily blame our administration in the
Wetzel County Schools for this loss,” said
Magnolia head coach Dave Tallman who sat by
hand-cuffed, if you will, when the school dis-
trict sent students home early last Friday his
team couldn’t play John Marshall that night and
it couldn’t practice until Monday. “My kids
-gave it everything they had tonight, but when
you have those factors working against you. it's
even tougher, These kids have dedicated them-
selves to this and to have it taken away due to
something like that is ridiculous.

See, ST. C., Page B2
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ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Anthony Vincent goes up to the rim in front of Magnolia's Scott Berry -
during Tuesday's Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball Championship semi-finai game at
St. Clairsville. Vincent scored 19 points to lead the Red Devils to a 68-66 win. Additional
images may be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com

Bridgeport rolls past Valley, 66-29

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sparis Writer

Sometimes you play like you practice.  “We were real slu g gl sh

Bridgeport head coach Donnie Cash

said his team didn’t have a very good [O StQrt the game and

practice Monday afternoon.,

They played like it in the early portions we can’t have that hap -
of Tuesday night’s Wheeling Hospital pen Samrday_’

Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Championship Class A Semifinal at the
John J. Havlicek Gymnasium.

— Donnie Cash

However. the second-seeded Bulldogs
{11-7) turned it on after the sluggish start
to post a convincing 66-29 triumph over
the outmanned No. 3 seed Lumberjacks
{9-7) on Frank Baxter Court.

by a 43-40 count in the other semi
Tuesday night in Weirton.
“We were real sluggish to start the

" rame and we can’t have th
We have to come out and start the & s . i i /asado_n .

at happen

|
BRIDGE-
PORT’S Chaz
Lindsey goes up
over Valley's
Mathew Poling
in the Class 1-A
semifinals of the
Wheeling
Hospital OVAC
Basketball
Championship.
Additional
images may be
foinef af
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T-L Photo/JOEL JOSERH
SHADYSIDE’S Billy Merryman jump
stops amongst three defenders during
Tuesday's Class 2-A OVAC semifinal
against Steubenville Catholic.
Additional images may be found at
cu.limesieaderonline.com

Shadyside
gets past
SCC, 79-66

- Tigers to meet Linsly
in Class 2-A final

By RICH GIBSON
Times Leader Sports Writer

They live and die by the long ball.
Today, Ed Andes’ Shadyside Tigers are
breathing a little bit easier.

The Orange heaved home a dozen
three-pointers Tuesday night and needed
every one to outlast a game, but hard-luck
Steubenville Catholic Central quint, 79-66
in Tigertown.

Forget the final spread. Shadyside was
helding on to a 67-66 lead in the final two
minutes before stunning SCC on a game-
ending {2-0 run.

*That score is in.no
way indicative of
how good this one
was,” Andes
noted. “All along,
I was thinking
someone was-
going to beat the
buzzer at the end.” '

The second half fea-
tured numerous lead changes and ties
before Shadyside sophomore Justin Andes
raifted down a clutch trifecta. elevating the
Orange to 70-66 command.

The final 90 seconds saw Ronnie
Bowen's Crusaders misfire on five shots
and send Shadyside to the foul line at the
other end from where the hosts converted
nine opportunities.

Tuesday's triumph makes for an inter-
esting rematch in Saturday morning’s
OVAC Wheeling Hospital 2-A title pame
as Shadyside opposes Linsly. The Tigers
were 66-05 overtime victors in the lone
regular season encounter.

“I thought this {2-A) division included
four teams all capable of winning it,”
Andes observed. ~I'd expect nothing less
than another down to the wire game
Saturday.”

The 2-A tilt at Ohio University-Eastern
features a 10 a.m. tipoiT in order to avoid
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“1 fully blame our administration in the
Wetzel County Schools for this loss,” said
Magnolia head coach Dave Tallman who sat by
hand-cuffed. if you will. when the school dis-
trict sent students home early last Friday his
team couldn’t play John Marshall that night and
it couldn’t practice until Monday. “My kids §
gave it everything they had tonight, but when
you have those factors working against you, it's
even tougher. These kids have dedicated them-
selves to this and to have it taken away due to
something like that is ridiculous.

FreTYe
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in Tigertown.

Forget the final spread. Shadyside was
holding on to a 67-66 lead in the final two
minutes before stunning SCC on a game-
ending 12-0 run.

*“That score is in no
way indicative of
how good this one
was,” Andes
noted. “All along.
I was thinking
someone was
going to beat the
buzzer at the end.”

The second half fea-
tured numerous lead changes and ties
before Shadyside sophomore Justin Andes
rained down a clutch trifecta. elevating the
Orange to 70-66 command.

The final 90 seconds saw Ronnie
Bowen’s Crusaders misfire on five shots
and send Shadyside to the foul line at the
other end from where the hosts converted
nine opportunities.

Tuesday’s triumph mikes for an inter-
esting remaich in Saturday morning’s
OVAC Wheeling Hospital 2-A title game
as Shadyside opposes Linsly. The Tigers
were 66-65 avertime victors in the lone
regular season encounter.

“1 thought this (2-A) division included
four teams all capable of winning it,”
Andes observed. “1'd expect nothing less

. . T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER
ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Anthony Vincent goes up to the rim in front of Magnolia’s Scott Berry
during Tuesday’s Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball Championship semi-final game at
St. Clairsville. Vincent scored 19 points to lead the Red Devils to a 68-66 win, Additional

See, ST. C., Page B2 images may be found at cu.timesleaderonliine.com

Bridgeport rolls past Valley, 66-29

By KIM NORTH .
Times Leader Sports Writer

|
BRIDGE-
PORT'S Chaz
Lindsey goes up
over Valley's
Mathew Poling
in the Class 1-A
semifinals of the
Wheeling
Hospital OVAC
Basketball

Sometimes you play like you practice,

Bridgeport head coach Donnie Cash
said his team didn't have a very good
practice Monday afternoon.

They played like it in the early portions
of Tuesday night’s Wheeling Hospital
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Championship Class A Semifinal at the
John J. Havlicek Gymmasium.

However, the second-seeded Bulldogs

‘We were real sluggish
to start the game and
we can’t have that hap-
pen Saturday.’

~ Donnie Cash

(1 1-7) turned it on after the sluggish start
to post a convincing 66-29 triumph over
the outmanned No. 3 seed Lumberjacks

by a 43-40 count in the other semi
Tuesday night in Weirton.
“We were real sluggish to start the

Championship.
Additional

than another down to the wire game
Saturday.” '

The 2-A tilt at Ohio University-Eastern
features a 10 a.m. tipoff in order to avoid
conflict with the Lady Tigers' | p.m. sec-
tional contest at Momistown.

Shadyside prevailed Tuesduy despite
playing a less than perfect game. The

(9-7) on Frank Baxter Court.

“We have to come out and start the
game better,” said Cash. whose leam will
now face top-seeded Weirton Madonna in
the championship finals Saturday at 10
a.m. at Ohio University Eastern. The
Blue Dons defeated Zanesville Rosecrans

images may be
found at
cu.timesleadero
nline.com

game and we can’t have that happen
Saturday against (Madonna),” continued .
Cash. “We have to come out ready to
play. We didn’t have the greatest practice
yesterday (Menday) and that might have

Ses, BRIDGEPORT, Page 82

T-L PhotoAlOEL
) el JOSEPH
' : -~ See, SHADYSIDE, Page B2

Whing Central takes out Ferry

MARTINS FERRY'S
Tony Sabatino drives

B{ BUBBA KAPRAL
to the bucket against § T-

Managing Editor

Central's Cody

.. Koehler during
Tuesday’s Class 3-A
semifinal game at j
Tolbert Gymnasium. g
Additional images
may be found at i
cu.timesleaderonline. |
com

Wheeling Central head coach Mel
Stephens was unsure his Maroon
Knights were going to qualify for the
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball
Championships.

The Knights slipped into the
fourth-seed slot just ahead of Union
Local in the pairings announced
Sunday. Central made the most of
that opportunity Tuesday night, cust-
ing top-seeded and homestanding
Martins Ferry by a 53-45 count at
Tolbert Gymnasium.

As a result, the Maroon Knights
improved to 10-6 and will take on St
Clairsville, a two-point winner over

T-L Phato/MIKE PALMER

Magnolia in Tuesday’s other 3-A
semifinal, on Saturday at 4 p.m. at
Ohio University Eastern for the con-
ference crown,

The Purple Riders, meanwhile,
dropped to 14-3 in absorbing their
initial loss in the Tolbert Gymnasium.
Coach Jeff Sabatino's charges will
host Magnolia in Friday night’s con-
solation tilL :

“We were a little surprised when
we pot into the field,” Stephens said.
“We thought we were going to finish
behind Union Local just out of the
money.,

“Our kids played extremely well
tonight. Ferry has a super team and
has been playing very well. Coach

- Maroon Knights hand Purple Riders their first loss at Tolbert Gymnasium

Sab always prepares his team well,”
he added. “But we are excited to be
playing for the title Saturday. The
OVAC Championship Toumament is
long overdue.”

Sabatino, while dejected. was
praiseworthy of his opponent.

“We didn"t play very well. but
Wheeling Central had a lot to do with
that,” Sabatino offered. “They played
very steady and their hig people per-
formed quite well. We are disap-
pointed obviously but we did not play
with the same passion as we have
been.”

Two quarter-ending buzzer-beaters
played huge in Central’s victory.

See, CENTRAL, Page B2
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, : T-L PhotoMIKE PALMER
MEMBERS OF the St Clairsville Crazies section show their support for the Red Devils’
hoop team Tuesday evening during their OVAC semifinal game against Magnolia.
Additional images may be found at cu.limesleaderonline.com

Continued from Page B1

“l1 am not making any excuses and taking
anything away from St. Clairsville because they
played well,” Tallman continued. “This is a
great thing for basketball and you can see by the
triple A results that the right four teams made it
and you can see how balanced it was.”

The Red Devils and Blue Eagles found
themselves in a see-saw game throughout. The
Red Devils built a lead as big as 11 in the first
half at 20-9 and the Blue Eagles never led by
more than two the entire way.

St. Clairsville — which showed signs of
fatigne coming down the streich of the regular

season — seemed to re-energize as the postsea-

son unofficially got under way.
“When we've got a little bit of juice to us,

arratll Alarm msinam: msveman Fre Asrmews nmAA- A =

made a2 move to the hole with 6.1 seconds
showing. ,

Vincent meshed the first one without prob-
lem, giving the Devils a 67-66 lead. Clifford
called for another timeout to instruct for the
defensive end.

But Vincent was unphased by the stoppage
in play. He nailed the second foul shot as well.

“I knew I had to make the first one because it
was the toughest,” Vincent said. “Coach
Clifford called the time out, and 1 thought he
was trying to ice me or something, but I was
able to get the second one too. The key for s
tonight was our defense and playing hard.”

The Blue Eagles inbounded to Street who
raced the ball up the floor. He ran into the

Anbrnnn Af vamine MEiahaat Diaal~o

stk in Jam~

GLASS AAA

HO. 1 MARTINS FERRY
wice
TUESDAY, 7:30 PH
NO. d WHEELING CC |
CHAMPIONSHIP
SATURDAY, 4:00 PK.
ATOUE
NO. 2 ST, CLARSVILLE
ST.C.

TUESDAY, 7:30 PM ==

__ND. 3 MAGNOLIA

® Shadyside—
Continued from Page B1

Orange made numerous mis-
takes and was charted for 15
turnovers, But Andes’ squad
compensated by recording a
sizable 36-26 advantage off
the glass.

Sophomore Justin Andes
came off the bench to register a
team-leading 21 points. He
was particularly clutch in the
second half, delivering 19
counters.

Reliable seniors B.A.
Holloway and Jared Andes
tossed in 17 points apiece. The
Tigers also benefited from a
prime-time 11-point outing -
from senior Drew Kennon.

Holloway beat the first
quaiter buzzer, launching 35-
foot bomb as Shadyside took a
18-15 upperhand. The second
panel was also closely contest-
ed with the Orange up top by
one, 32-31 at halftime,

Both teams heated up fol-
lowing the break. Central used
a 22-20 advantage to go ahead
53-52 at the final stop.

Crusaders’ senior Luke
Nicholson petted a gnme-lead-
ing 22 points and was joined in
twin digits by teammates Chris
Gale (14), Brian DeFranco
(13) and Mark Gilleon (11).

Shadyside shot 28-0f-55
from the floor compared to
SCC’s 27 of 61 output. The
now 10-8 Crusaders were

guilty of Ii:’ust seven giveaways.
STEUBENVILLE CENTRAL
(66) — Teremana 0, 0-0 0; Knab 0,

CLASS AAAA

NO. 1 WHEELING PARK

TUESDAY, 7:30 PM1—T2

KO, 4 JOHH MARSHALL

CHAMPIONSHIP
SATURDAY, 7.00 PM.
ATOUE

HO. 2WEIR

TUESDAY, 7:3) PM |22

HD. 3 INTHAN CREEK
Be—————

T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER

MARTINS FERRY'S Jordan Burress shoots a jumper over
Wheeling Central's Cody Koehler during Tuesday's game
at Tolbert Gymnasium. Additional images may be found al
cu.timesleaderonline.com

@® Central
Continued from Page B1

Both were delivered by was next with seven counters.




_ T-L Pholo/MIKE PALMER
MEMBERS OF the St. Clairsville Crazies section show their support for the Red Davils'
hoop team Tuesday evening during their OVAC semifinal game against Magnaolia.
Additional images may be found at cu.timeslsaderoniine.com )

@ St. C.

Continued from Page B1

“l am not making any excuses and taking
anything away from St. Clairsville because they
played well,” Tallman continued. “This is a
great thing for basketball and you can see by the
triple A results that the right four teams made it
and you can see how balanced it was.”

The Red Devils and Blue Eagles found
themselves in a see-saw game throughout. The
Red Devils built a lead as big as 11 in the first
half at 20-9 and the Blue Eagles never led by
more than two the entire way.

St. Clairsville - which showed signs of
fatigue coming down the stretch of the regular

season — seemed (o re-energize as the postsea-

son unofficially got under way.

“When we’ve got a little bit of juice to us,
we’ll give every ounce for every second and
that was the case tonight,” Clifford said. “We
gutted it out and made some huge plays.”

The Devils finished the third quarter with a
48-47 lead.

The lead swelled to six at 57-51 after senior
Anthony Vincent made an acrobatic steal, saved
the ball down the floor to classmate Derrick
Baugh who converted on the layup. It wouldn’t
be the last time Vincent would be heard from.

Magnolia answered back with a quick poal
from  Scott Berry to make it a 57-53 read-
ing. But the Red Devils were sound at the foul
line, sinking four straight on the next two pos-
sessions.

Magnolia didn’t go away, scoring on its next
two trips on goals by Jared Blatt and Zach Fox,
making it a five point game once again.

Vincent was fouled in the act and calmly
meshed a pair. Again, the Blue Eagles wouldn't
go away. Fox pulled up and hit a trey and Luke
Seavy stole the in-bounds pass and drained g
triple,

“Magnolia didn’t win 14 games because
they give up easily,” Clifford said. “I told the
kids at halftime it was going to be a game of
runs, and we needed to make the last one. There

half.

St. C. converted one-of-two at the line to
push it back to a three-point lead and the Blue
Eagles meshed just one at the line on the next
trip. The Blue Eagles rebounded a loose ball on
the opposite end and Colt Street drove in for a
deuce to knot the game at 66 with a shade
under 50 seconds to go.

The unflappable Red Devils brought the ball
into the frontcourt and ran the clock down to

-under 30 seconds before Clifford called for a
timeout. Out of the timeout, sophomore point
guard Dan Slavik got the ball into senjor
Anthony Vincent’s hands who was fouled as he

were probably three mini-runs in the second.

made a move to the hole with 6.1 seconds
showing. ' ‘

Vincent meshed the first one without prob-
lem, giving the Devils a 67-66 lead. Clifford
called for another timeout to instruct for the
defensive end, '

But Vincent was unphased by the stoppage
in play. He nailed the second foul shot as well. .

“I knew I had to make the first one because it
was the tovghest,” Vincent said. “Coach
Clifford called the time out, and I thought he
was irying to ice me or something, but I was
able to get the second one too. The key for us
tonight was our defense and playing hard.”

The Blue Eagles inbounded to Street who
raced the ball up the floor. He ran into the
defense of senior Michael Bigelow who is long
and the Eagles failed to even get a shot off as
the homn sounded and the Red Devils’ student
section rushed the floor. : '

“There was probably no one more surprised
that we didn’t get a shot off than me,” Tallman
said. “I told the kids that whoever got it just get
to the rim because we were only down two, but
we made some bad decisions at times.”

St. Clairsville was once again balanced.
Vincent led the way with 19 points, Slavik had
the hot hand early for the Devils, drilling a trio
of treys in the first half en route to 14 points.
Hynes and Bigelow each had [0. Junior Ryan
Jarvie continued to supply strong minutes off
the pine, scoring eight points and yanking down
seven boards.

“We get on Anthony a little bit sometimes,
but he takes it without batting an eye,” Clifford
said. “He’s been clutch both offensively and
defensively in a lot of these games, and we have
to point out the play of Michael Bigelow
because he had a great game defensively and
locked down one of the best players we’ve
played against,” :

Magnolia was also balanced. Berry finished
with 18 points, while Ben Bridgeman had 16
points. Street had 13 markers.

The Red Devils had a 26-20 edge on the
boards and their 12 turnovers were one more
than the the visitors.

Scoring:
MAGNOLIA (68) — Street 5, 2-3 13
6; Bridgeman 7, 2-4 16; Berry 7, 3-3 18; Jar.
210; Hobinson 1, 0-0 3; Seavy 1, J
Q; Uit 0, 0-0 0; M. Rine 0, 0-0 0; J. ;
Blatt 0, 0-0 0; Totals: 28, 8-14 66. ST. CLAIRSVI
(€8} — Vincent B, 6-8 19: Hynes 1, 7-1
3, 4-510; Baugh 2, 2-2 6; Slavik 5, 0-0 14; Pata 0, 0-D
0; Skrabak 0, 1-2 1; Jarvie 3, 1-1 8; 20, 21-26 68,
Three-Point Goals: M — Street, Seavy. St. C. —
Vincent, Stavik (4), Jarvie.
Staskey can  be

sstaskey@timesleaderoniine com

z
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reached at

Sophomore Justin Andes
came off the bench to register a
team-leading 21 points. He
was particularly clutch in the
second half, delivering 19 -
counters,

Reliable seniors B.A:
Holloway and Jared Andes
tossed in 17 points apiece. The
Tigers also benefited from a

prime-time 11-point outing "§

from senior Drew Kennon.
Holloway beat the first
quarter buzzer, launching 35-

foot bomb as Shadyside took a |

18-153 upperhand. The second
panel was also closely contest-
ed with the Orange up top by -
one, 32-31 at halftime.

Both teams heated up fol-
lowing the break. Central used
a 22-20 advantage to go ahead -
53-52 at the final stop.

Crusaders’ senior Luke
Nicholson neited a game-lead-
ing 22 points and was joined in
twin digits by teammates Chris
Gale (14), Brian DeFranco
(13) and Mark Gilloon (11).

Shadyside shot 28-of-55
from the floor compared to
SCC’s 27 of 61 output. The
now 10-8 Crusaders were

guilty of I’gust seven giveaways.,
EUBENVILLE CENTHAL
(88) — Teremana 0, 0-0 0; Knob 0,
0-0 Q; Bednar 0, 0-0 0; Emmeri
0, 0-0 0; Star 0, 2-2 2; Houk 2,
4; Gilloon 5, 1-2 11; DaFranco 4, 5-
8 13; Gale 8, 0-2 14; Nicholson 10,
2-2 22. Totals — 27, 10-17.
SHADYSIDE {79) — Kimble 0, 0-0
0; Buits 1, 1-2 3; Sadlowski 1, 1-2
3; Mo an 2, 1-2 7; Kennon 5, 1-
3 11; Hollaway &, 0-0 17; Andes,
Jar. 8, 4-8 17; Andas, Jus. 7, 34
21";‘5?@3 _I 28, 11-195.00 Gal
T nt goals. - a
{2). Shagysida — Holloway (5),
Jus. Andes (4), Merryman (2}, Jar.
Andas, -

Gibson may be reached at:
reibson@fimesleaderonline.com

H
SHADYSIDE'S B.A
Holloway makes a move to
the bucket Tuesday night.

cu.timesteadsroniine.com

® Central

_ T-L PhotoMIKE PALMER
MARTINS FERRY'S Jordan Burress shoots a jumper over
Wheeling Central’s Cody Koehler during Tuesday's game
at Tolbert Gymnasium. Additional images may be found al

Continued from Page Bt

Both were delivered by
Shane Phillips. The senior
transfer from Mt. Lebanon
tossed in a just-inside halfcourt
shot at the first-quarter horn,
giving the visitors a 16-14
edge. The 5 ft. 9 dynamo
turned the trick again at half--
tirme, giving the Marcon a 24-
23 lead and a world of’
momentum.

Central opened the third on a
13-3 surge for a 37-26 margin
late in the frame before Derek
Edwards hit a trey to bring the
Purple back to 37-29 entering
the fourth.

Ferry was able to close to
47-42 with under three min-
utes (o play but were repelled
by goals from Cody Koehler
and Cory McKitrick, putting
the verdict out of reach at 51-
42 with 1:15 to play.

“Both buzzer-beaters were
big for us, They gave us a lift,
especially the one at halftime,”
Stephens said. “We were able
to hit some big shots in the
second half and were were
effective when we spread the
floor. It's a real nice win for
our program.”

Phillips and McKitrick were
a nice one-two punch for the
Marcon Knights with 16 and
12 points, respectively. Alex
Peluchette added seven mark-
ers.

Edwards was a ore-man gang
for the Purple Riders, tossing
in 30 tallies. Jordan Burress

was next with seven counters.

“We wasted a tremendous
effort from Derek. It was the
probably his career best
game,” Sabatino said.
*Hopefully, we learn a lesson
from tonight’s game.

“The twa shots at the end of
the first and second quarters
really burt,” he added. “Those
two shots enabled Central to
play from the lead which was
critical tonight. They spread
the floor effectively in the
fourth quarter.”

Central shot well from the
floor, making 21 of its 42
shots. The Knights committed
just 11 turnovers.

Ferry meshed just 16-of -
41 attempts for 39 percent.
The hosts were guilty of 16
turnovers.

The Maroon Knights pre-
vailed in the prelim, 53-50.

Former Bellaire High, Ohio
State and current NFL star
Joey Galloway was in atten-

dance.

WHEELING CENTRAL {53) —
Long 3, 2-4 B; Sorge 0, 0-0 0;
Hux;l;;rl 1, 0-0 3; Ph 5, 44 16;
Peluchstte 3, 0-0 7; Koehlar 3, 0-0
6; Josaph 2, 0-0 4; McKitrick 5, 2-5
12. Totals 21, 8-14. MARTINS
FERRY (45} — Edwards 10, 4-5
30; R 0, -0 0; Sabatino 1, 0-0
2; Mgcintosh 0, 0-0 0; Driver 0, 0-0
0; Francis @, 0-0 0; Babhle 2, 2-2 6;
Burress 3, 1-2 7; Totals 18, 7-9.

Three-point ﬁoals: Wheeling
Cenlral — Phillips (2), Hurley (1);
Martins Ferry — Edwards (6).

Kapral can be reached at
bkapral@timesleaderonline.co
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The lead swelled to six at 57-51 after senior
Anthony Vincent made an acrobatic steal, saved
the ball down the floor to classmate Derrick
Baugh who converted on the layup. It wouldn't
be the last time Vincent would be heard from.

Magnolia answered back with a quick goal
from  Scott Berry to make it a 57-53 read-
ing. But the Red Devils were sound at the foul
line, sinking four straight on the next two pos-
sessions.

Magnolia didn’t go away, scoring on its next
two trips on goals by Jared Blatt and Zach Fox,
making it a five point game once again.

Vincent was fouled in the act and calmly
meshed a pair. Again, the Blue Eagles wouldn't
go away. Fox pulled up and hit a trey and Luke
Seavy stole the in-bounds pass and drained a
triple.

“Magnolia didn't win 14 games because
they give up easily,” Clifford said. “I told the
kids at halftime it was going to be a game of
runs, and we needed to make the last one. There

were probably three mini-runs in the second.

half.”

St. C. converted one-of-two at the line to
push it back to a three-point lead and the Blue
Eagies meshed just one at the line on the next
trip. The Blue Eagles rebounded a loose ball on
the opposite end and Colt Street drove in for a
deuce to knot the game at 66 with a shade
under 50 seconds to go.

The unflappable Red Devils brought the ball
into the frontcourt and ran the clock down to

- under 30 seconds before Clifford called for a
timeout. Out of the timeout, sophomore point
guard Dan Slavik got the ball into senior
Anthony Vincent’s hands who was fouled as he

ALdivdt TTLUD I.LIIJU‘-I«ULJ U Uil i al-l.lyllm-vu

that we didn't get a shot off than me,” Tallman
said. *1 told the kids that whoever got it just get
to the rim because we were only down two, but
we made some bad decisions at tirnes.”

St. Clairsville was once again balanced.
Vincent led the way with 19 points. Slavik had
the hot hand early for the Devils, drilling a trio
of treys in the first half en route to 14 points.
Hynes and Bigelow each had 10. Junior Ryan
Jarvie continued to supply strong minutes off
the pine, scoring eight points and yanking down
seven hoards.

“We get on Anthony a little bit sometimes,
but he takes it without batting an eye,” Clifford
said. “He’s been clutch both offensively and
defensively in a lot of these games, and we have
to point out the play of Michael Bigelow
because he had a great game defensively and
lacked down one of the best players we’ve
played against.”

Magnolia was also balanced. Bermry finished
with 18 points, while Ben Bridgeman had 16
points. Street had 13 markers.

The Red Devils had a 26-20 edge on the
boards and their 12 turnovers were one more
than the the visitors.

Scorin Né

LIA (66) — Street 5, 2-3 13; Z. Fox
6; Bnd eman 7, 2-4 16; Berry 7, 3-3 18; Jar.
210 obmson1 0-03 Seavy 1, 0-0 3; J.
0; Utlﬂ 0-00; M. Rineo 0-0 0; J. Rine Q, 0-0 Q; Jak.
BIattD O-DO Totals: 28,31458 ST,
{68) — Vincent 6, 6-6 19; Hynes 1, 7-
3, 4-5 10; Baugh ?_. 2-2 6; Slavik 5, 0-0
0; Skrabako 1-21; Jarvie 3, 1-1 8; 20,
Three-Point Goals: M — Str rest, Se
Vincent, Slavik (4}, Jarvie.

m
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Hospital OVAC
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finals with a 66- |
29 win over
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SHAUYSIUE (/YY) — KumDia U, U-U
0; Bults 1, 3-2 3; Sadlowski 1, 1-2

SMB an2127 Kenn0n51-

311; oﬂoway 6, 0-0 17; Andes,
Jar. 6, 4-6 17; Andes. Jus, 7, 34
21, Totals - 235;‘;1%&

nt —_
(2}. Shadyside — Holfowa (5)
Jus. Andes {4}, Meryman (2{
Andes, -

T Phoio/JOEL JOS
SHADYSIDE'S B. A
Holloway makes a move to
the bucket Tussday night.

giving the visitors a 16-14
edge. The 5 ft. 9 dynamo
tarned the trick again at half-
time, giving the Maroon a 24-

23 Jead and & world of

momentuimn.

Central opened the third on a
13-3 surge for a 37-26 margin
late in the frame before Derek
Edwards hit a trey to bring the
Purple back te 37-29 entering
the fourth.

Ferry was able to close to
47-42 with under three min-
utes to play but were repelled
by goals from Cody Koehler
and Cory McKitrick, putting
the verdict out of reach at 51-
42 with 1:15 to play.

“Both buzzer-beaters were
big for us. They gave us a lift,
especially the one at halftime,”
Stephens said. “We were able
to hit some big shots in the
second half and were were
effective when we spread the
floor. It’s a real mice win for
our program.”

Phillips and McKitrick were
a nice one-two punch for the
Maroon Knights with 16 and
12 points, respectively. Alex
Peluchette added seven mark-
ers.

Edwards was a one-man gang
for the Purple Riders, tossing
in 30 talies. Jordan Burress

:Hopeful]y, we learn a lesson
from tonight’s game.

“The two shots at the end of
the first and second quarters
really hurt,” he added. “Those
two shots enabled Central to
play from the lead which was
critical tonight. They spread
the floor effectively in the
fourth quarter.”

Central shot well from the
floor, making 21 of its 42
shots. The Knights committed
just 11 mrnovers.

Ferry meshed just i6-of —
41 artempts for 39 percent.
The hosts were guilty of 16
turnovers.

The Maroon Knights pre-
vailed in the prelim, 53-50.

Former Bellaire High, Ohio
State and current NFL star
Joey Galloway was in atten-
dance.

WHEELING CENTRAL (53) —
Long 3, 2-4 8; Sorge 0, 0-0 O;
Hurlay 1, 0-0 3; Phillips 5, 4-4 186;
Peluchette 3, 0-0 7; I&Sehler 3, 0-0
6, Joseph 2, 0-0 4, McKitrick 5, 2-5
12. Totals 21, 8-14. MARTINS
FERRY (45) — Edwards 10, 4-5
30; Roech 0, 0-0 0; Sabating 1, 0-0
2; Mcintosh 0, 0-0 O; Driver 0, 0-0
0, Francis 0, 0-0 0; Bahble 2, 2-2 6;
Burress 3, 1-2 7. Tolals 16, 7-9.
Three-point goals: Wheeling
Cantral — Phillips (2), Hurley (1);
Martins Ferry — Edwards {(6).

Kapral can be reached at
bkapral@timesleaderonline.co

Staskey  can be  reached at
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com
@ Bridgeport
Cantinued from Page B1

added to our slow start, and I'll take the
blame for that.

“Now we've got three days to prepare
real good for whoever we play,” coatin-
ued the Bulldogs' head coach. “We'll
need our best effort Saturday.”

Despite a slow start, the hosts scored the
first seven points of the contest and led
11-4 before the Lumberjacks reeled off
six unanswered to make it 11-10. A

. Danny Lennex basket just ahead of the

buzzer gave the Bulldogs a 13-10 lead
after eight minutes.

Bridgeport put the game away early in
the second period with a 10-0 run at the
outset,

A tip-in by point guard Chaz Lindsey
ignited the outburst. A two-pointer off the
hands of Justin Gregorcic preceded a mini
six-point scoring spree by freshman Tre
Lindsey that buraped the count to 23-10
with 4;47 left before the half,

“Tre has been playing real well all sea-
son,”™ said Cash, who doesn’t think of
Lindsey as a freshman. “It’s into the tour-
nament and he isn’t a freshman anymore,
He's adapted to the sitvation and has con-
tributed throughout the year for us.”

The Lumberjacks tried to make a game
of it by outscoring the Bulldogs 10-4
before the half ended, leaving the count at
27-20.

A 19-6 third-quarter scoring advantage
sealed the deal as Gregorcic banged home
three of his four bonus goals in the stanza.

The fourth quarter saw Cash empty his
bench early on and the reserves outscored
the *Jacks 14-3 for the final 37-point mar-
gin of victory.

Even though his team won, Cash wasn’t
exactly tickled pink as his team converted
just 27-0f-73 shots from the floor.

“That’s been a recurring thing the past
couple of games,” Cash recalled. “We're
missing the bunnies a lot, especially in the
Barnesville and Weirton Madonna games.
We have to work on our finishing, espe-
cially under the basket.”

Senijor pivot Mike Bachie was a force in
the paint as the 6-ft.-3 banger scored 14
points, but he pulled down a school-record
19 rebounds, including a dozen off the
offensive glass.

“Mike was a force inside,” Cash

- allowed.

“He really worked the boards.”

In addition to Bachie’s 14 points,
Gregorcic aiso added 14 while the
Lindsey cousins evenly divided 20.

Haden Kocher and Clay Dallison each
had eight points for the Lumberjacks.

Bridgeport led 60-35 off the glass,
Dallison had a dozen boards for Valley.

The Lumberjacks will now host
Zanesville Rosecrans Friday night.

In the preliminary contest, Bridgeport
(10-6) scored a 59-28 victory behind 14
points from Mike Carr. Davy Johnson
added 13 and Nate Maleski 11. '

Alex Henderson led Valley with 14.

Varsity scoring:

V. (29} — C. Ueltschy 2 0-2 4; Poling 0
0-0 0; Kocher 3 2-2 8; Dallison 4 0-2 B8;
Brisendine 2 0-2 4; Morris 1 1-2 3; Bickerstaff G
0-0 0; Bates 0 0-G 0; Henderson 0 0-0 0; Bunch
0 0-0 0; G. Ueltschy 0 0-¢ O; Carter 1 0-0 2.
Totals: 13-49 3-10 29. BRIDGEPORT (66) — C.
Lindsey 4 2-3 10; Lennex 1 1-3 3; Kreiter 1 0-2
2; Bachie 6 2-4 14; Gregorcle 5 0-0 14, T.
Lindsey 5 0-0 10; Carr 2 1-2 5; Maleski 0 0-0 0;
Johnson 1 0-0 2; Cash 2 0-0 6; Schneider 0 0-0
0; tLipperman 0 0-0 0. Totals: 27-73 6-14 66.
Three-Point Fleld Goals: V-nane; B-Gregorcic 4,
Cash2 ~

North «can be reached at
knorth@timesleaderonline.com



IS teallis lappy W iave
earned their championship

In sports

From the teams earn the

right to be

Press Box called champi-
ons.

The New

IR Y ork Giants
aren’t the only
ones who
woke up this
morning call-
ing  them-
selves cham-
pions.

The pirls
basketball
players from
St. John,
Monroe Central. Barnesville and Indian Creek
went back to school today with some shiny new
hardware to show off.

Those four girls” basketball teams laid claim
to OVAC basketball championships during
Saturday’s inaugural Wheeling Hospital OVAC

~Girls Basketball Championship and by virtue of
their victories earned the right to be a champi-
on.

[t’s been well documented how OVAC
champions in the sports of boys and girls bas-
ketball had previously been known as paper
champions because the standings system deter-
mined who would receive the pennant at the
annual OVAC Banquet of Champions in the
spring.

However, thanks to the OVAC's willingness
to think outside the box and try something new,
the tournament system came to fruition and
teams had to earn the title.

And earning was needed for a couple of
teams, St. John and Indian Creek were the top
seeds in the 1-A and 4-A tournaments, respec-
tively, By that we mean, those two teams would
have probably been the champion anyhow, but
those two games this week completed the 20-
game shate, so they would have two additional
games somewhere along the way.

But for Monroe Central and Barnesville,
they’d be sitting at home right now preparing
for the Ohio post-senson tournament not giving
the OVAC litle a second thought because of
their spot in the standings. Monroe Central was
second to Steubenville Catholic and heck
Barnesville was third, trailing Martins Ferry
and Wheeling Central.

The point we're trying to make is that this is
the way it’s supposed to be done. Teams should
have to go out and earn a championship. We
understand that the teams who won the past
championships earned them per say through
their regular season au.omphshmenls but take
the 2-A final for instance,

Monroe Central and Steubenville Catholic
play totally different schedules, They don't play
each other, so who’s to say who's the better
team. A guy with a calculator or a spread sheet?
We don’t think so and the OVAC didn’t think
so. It's just one example.

Barnesville is another prime example. The
Lady Shamrocks could have folded their tents
during a stretch of the season when they lost
five games in a row. In the old system, the Lady
shamrocks wouldn’t have a prayer of wingning
the title if you go through a stretch and lose five
in a row.

However, Jamie Carpenter — who's done a
tremendous job in his [irst season - continue
to drill his team that if they got it turned around
in time, they could still sneak into the fourth
spot. Well, they snuck into the third spot thanks
to a Megan Kemp buzzer-beating trey almost
two weeks ago against Shadyside and from
there the rest is history.

But, it’s just another example as to why the
tournament format was needed. The entire body

~of work a team puts forth deserves some con-
sideration, we agree.

If you look at it, the entire season does earn
you something. It earns your spot on the brack-
et. But, if you are playing well this time of the
year, you know the end of the season when
teams hope to be their best, good things can
happen, LLE. Barnesville, a team can make
ammends for a bad stretch and walk away with
a banner.,

Every coin has two sides, so is there bitter-
ness from Steubenville Catholic and Martins
Ferry, the teams that were denied the OVAC
title because of the new system.

Not a bit, at feast from what their coaches
said during the press conferences Saturday.

Kevin Barr of Steubenville Catholic told
reporters, “Before this event, it was a paper
champion. We like this event and this is the
way a champiun should be decided, and that’s
on the court.”

Dave Reasbeck — who guided his Lady
Purple Riders to a 15-5 mark during the season
and also a Buckeye 8§ championship — was
already thinking about next year's event and
hoping to return.

While the teams were strutting around their
" trophies and individua! medals, there was a

By
Seth
Staskey

" | Times Leader
‘| Sports Editer

group of people strutting around with nice red
shirts on. The OVAC Basketball Committee
deserves another pat on the back. The group -
spearheaded by Rick DeLuca and Tom
Rataiczak — did a super job of having every-
thing run smoothly.

We're told that DeLuca arrived at the site
before 7 a.m. and it was well after nine when
we left and he was still there. Quite a day. But,
if you want something to go well and be the
class event that it was, those are the kind of
man hours that are needed.

The OVAC has its critics Tor ong reason or
another, However, no one can criticize the
effort the conference puts in to make its cham-
pionships a lirst-class event for the kids, coach-
es, schools and fans.

No conference tournament — short of the
Big Ten or Big East — gets the amount of
media coverage that the OVAC gets. No confer-
ence tournament at the high school level gives
the type of awards and no one treats the kids
quite like the OVAC.

And while people can argue about things the
OVAC does until they are blue in the face, the
fact of the matter is the OVAC does it for the
kids. And isn’t that what it’s all about?

BOYS TOURNAMENT

*The committee went back to work early
Sunday morning at the OVAC office to set up
the boys tournament, which opens Tuesday and
again the match-ups appear to be fair on all lev-
els,

The races for the conference banner are

going fo be heated. Each of the four classes has
chances to be tremendous games Saturday at
OUE as well as the semi-{inal games.
The Class 3-A battle was one that definitely
came down to the final weekend. Union Local
— which lost late in the season to Harrison
Central and Martins Ferry before beating
Buckeye Local lust Friday - was left out in the
cold. The Jets were nosed out by six-hundredths
of a point for the fourth spot by Wheeling
Central.

Taking 3-A a step further, how about the St.
Clairsville Red Devils. They sat around and
waited for the announcement not to see whether
or not they'd be in, but where they'd be play-
ing. The Red Devils led the 3-A chase most of
the season, but were defeated at Martins Ferry
last Wednesday and therefore left its fate in the
hands of the dreaded calculator.

Well, Magnolia’s Friday game with John
Marshall was postponed due to weather issues
and couple that with 5t. C."s win over Edison
and the result is the Red Devils will welcome
the Blue Eagles to Belmont County.

- We really feel that all of the divisions dre
wide-open. That should lead to great games
come Saturday.

Again this week, The Times Leader will
publish a preview edition similar to the one that
was produced for the girls” weekend and it will
be included in Friday's edition.

QUOTE OF THE WEEKEND

While being stationed in each of the four
press conferences after the OVAC Girls
Championship games, there were several one-
liners and cliches passed around, but one quote
seemed to jump out at the media contingent.

It was after the Barpesville-Martins Ferry
game. Allie Doan - a senior for Barnesville
— was being interviewed about the game she
produced, which included 16 points.

Asked what she thought allowed her-to play
that well she responded with, “I ate my
Wheaties this morning.”

Endorsements for prep athletes aren’t
allowed, but she could find herself on the front
of a box of cereal in local groceries stores soon
for that type of publicity she gave,

OFFICIATING

While the players, workers and tournament
staff have been patted on the back all weekend,
I thought the officiating crews for the games
were outstanding,

During the regular season — no matter the
gym you go into — there's always chirping on
the officials. No matter who it is, who's playing
or the call that was made, someone is going to
be chirping.

Well, there was stlll a little bit of that and
that’s going to happen, but for the most part the
officiating was outstanding. There’s always
going to be questionable calls and the official
will probably see something different than
someone sitting in the stands. However, the
officials were in position to make calls and
most importantly worked extremely hard,
Sometimes, people get the impression that offi-
cials don't like to do girls’ games or don’t {eel
they are as important.

Well, the 12 guys who worked Saturday
carned their pay checks.

Working tournament games in Ohio or Wes
Virginia is an honor because it’s through a sys-
tem of coaches votes, which select the officials,
Working an OVAC Championship game is an
honor that’s been earned as well.

Staskey can be reached
sstaskey@tinmesleaderonline.com

at




Super Tuesday:
OVAC boys tourney
opens this evening

- Ferry, St. C., Shadyside, Bridgeport all
hosting championship semi-final games

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

The brackets are set, the coaches have done some preparation
and it’s now time to begin to sort out the OVAC boys basketball
championship. .

The inaugural Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball
Championship opens this evening at local gymnasiums around
the Ohio Valley.

The winnets itt tonight’s championship semifinals advance to
Saturday’s title games at Ohio University-Eastern. The champi-
onship game schedule opens at 10 a.m. with the 1-A final. The
2-A final follows at 1 p.m., preceeding the 3-A game at 4 p.m.
The nightcap finds the 4-A division taking the floor at 7 p.m.

_IN CLASS 1-A,
CLASS A

Weirton Madonna
NO. 1 MADONNA

earned the top seed
and will host
Zanesville
Rosecrans. The Blue
Dons defeated the
Bishops earlier this
season.

The Bridgeport | _NO.4ROSECRANS |
Bulldogs will host a § - '

TUESDAY, 7:30 PN

game tonight. Coach CHAMPIGNSHIP
Donnie Cash's team SAWRE?EJQLBH A

enters the tourna- § _NO.2 BRIDGEPORT
ment as winners of
five of their last six.
They will roll out
the welcome mats
for third-seeded NO. 3 VALLEY
Valley.

| “We're definitely
hap to be at
homiz:}:” Cash said. gi‘nss M
“That was one .of

our goals and after N©. 1 SHADYSIDE

our first pgame
apninst Madonna,
we sat down and
told the kids that if §
we wanted to host a NO. 4 STEUB. CC
game we couldn’t :
afford anymore loss- . CHAMPIONSHIP
cs, and wg \fvon li’ive SATURDAY, $:00 P,
in a row before los- AT QUE
ing (Friday) to N0 2 FORTIRIE

Madonna.”

As for the
Lumberjacks, Cash
and his trusted staff
had a chance to wit-
ness them in person
last week in a game
at Bishop Donahue.

“Valley's a big,
physical team,”
Cash continued.
“We know we're
going to have to be
focused and ready to
go. We've got to
take care of our j NZAWHEELNGCC |
business (tonight) §
and then we’ll see CHAMPIONSHIP
what happens.” SATURDAY, 4:00 PR,

The Bulldogs are | NO.2 ST CLAIRSVULE Ao
led by senior guard
Chaz Lindsey and

TUESDAY, 7:30 PN

_ TUESDAY, 7.30 F1

TUESDAY, 7:30 PM

NO. 3 LINSLY

CLASS

NO, 1 MARTINS FERRY

TUESDAY, 7:.30 PM

classmate Michael TUESDAY, 7:30 PM
Bachie who patrols
the interior, NO. 3 MAGNOLIA

“The kids are
excited about this
tournament and the
understand the ChﬂE ﬁil&ss
lenges that are
ahead,” Cash | NO. 1 WHEELING BARK
offered. “I think this
tournament is a
good idea because
you get a chance to
decide the champion | no. 4 JOKN MARSHALL
on the court and not § — .

TUESDAY; 730 PR

just in the stand- CHAMFIONSHIP
juat .
mg& CL SATURDAY, 7:00 P,
9. 870
ASS 2-A, NO. 2 WEIR VE

the Shadyside Tigers
used a late surge to
wrestle the top seed
away from Fort
Frye. The Tigers fin-
ished the regular
pohrt(ijon of their
schedule with a 16-2 mark, having lost both of its games

Class 3-A entrant Wheeling Centm].g games 10

Shadyside head coach Ed Andes knows records and seeds
mean nothing starting tonight and going for the remainder of the
season. '

“It"'s good to be at home, but it’s now a matter of who shows
up and plays,” Andes said. “It’s nice to be in a tournament
atmosphere before the state tournaments begin.”

The Tigers are led by their backcourt. Guards Billy
Merryman, B.A. Holloway, Jared Andes and Justin Andes are
more than capable of filling it up on any night.

TUESDAY, 7:30 PM

NO. 3 INDIAN CREEK
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Continued from Page B1

IN CLASS 3-A, the Martins Ferry Purple Riders knocked oft
the St Clairsville Red Devils last Wednesday and as it turns out
that proved to be a battie for the top seed in this class.

The Riders won the game in impressive fashion 50-34 and
then took care of Bellaire on Friday and with those wins claimed
the top seed in Class 3-A. The Purple Riders” reward? A home
game against battle-tested Wheeling Central, which comes to
Tolbert Gymmnasium with a 9-6 record.

“We're playing really well right now,” said Ferry head coach
Jeff Sabatino. “But, I still look at the film and see things that we
can do better, and 1 believe we’re still improving.”

The Purple Riders stubbed their toe a few weeks ago at
Linsty, but have won four in a row since, but now must get ready
for a team that now little about.

“We know Central’s got great tradition,” Sabatino explained.
“ helieve this is a game that either team can win, 0 we'll have
to go out and play hard and well, We know Ceniral's got smart,
athletic, competitive basketball players.”

The Riders are led by senior point guard Derek Edwards who
supplies all sorts of energy for his team, He's complemented by
back-court mates Tony Sabatino and Clay Francis along with
inside players Josh Bable and Jordan Burress.

“{ like this tournament.” Sabatino confessed. “In years’ past,
we would be ready to hang a banner, but this way you have to go
out and earn it and in this (3-A) tournament, you can't pick a
favorite because all four teams are preity good.”

As for the other haif of the 3-A bracket, St. Clairsville waited
for more than 24 hours for its fate. The Red Devils took care of
Edison in its regular-season finale, but had to await the final
numbers to know if they"d host or go on the road.

It turns oul, the Red Devils will welcome a talented Magnolia
squad to Belmont County this evening.

“Being at home is huge for us,” said St. C. head coach Kim
Clifford, who's guided his team to a 14-4 record thus far. “We
feel comfortable at home and our crowd has been great ail sea-
son. Plus, Magnolia’s got to make an hour trip instead of us.”

The Red Devils” head coach has seen the Blue Eagles and
notices many similarities between the clubs.

“It's like a mirror image.” Clifford continued, “They might
have an edge in size, but [ think everyone has an edge in size on
us. They like to drive to the basket and shoot the three with ade-
quate post play.”

The Red Devils feed off the athleticism of seniors Anthony
Vincent and Dustin Hynes. Senior Michae! Bigelow has also
come up big (his season along with post player Derrick Baugh
and sophomore guard Dan Slavik. Ryan Jarvie and Kaz Pata sup-
ply depth.

“1t should be a heck of a game,” Clifford offered. “It's going
to take a good performance for us to handle them because they
are really athletic.” '

IN CLASS 4-A, red-hot Wheeling Park garnered the top seed
in Michae! Jebbia’s second year at the helm of his alma mater.

The Patriots enter the tournament with a 13-3 record and are
‘| coming off a double-digit win over powerful Morgantown

f Saturday evening. The Patriots will host John Marshall, It'll be

t| the third meeting between the squads and the two could meet

again in the sectional later this month.

| “We've had some good games with John Marshall already.”
Jebbia said. “We knew going into the tournament style this year

Il \hat there was a chance we could play JM or Brooke four times,

but I think this (tournament) is a great idea.”

The Patriots and Monarchs have split their two meetings this
season with each winning on its home court, The Patriots were
45-40 winners and JM posted a 55-48 victory.

“We'rc playing with a lot of confidence right now,” Jebbia
said. “We're shooting and distributing the ball well and our kids
are the point where they don’t care who scores, 50 it's been a dif-
ferent person for us each night.,”

In the other side of the bracket, another red-hot club will be in
action, but it will be on the road. The Indian Creek Redskins set-
tled for the Ihird seed and will travel across the river to Weirton
to meet the Red Riders of Weir High.

The Redskins have won five in a row and are getting strong
efforts from guard Mike Smith and post player Jimmy Wood in
the process.

As for the Red Riders, they come into the mix with a 10-5
record. They own a pair of wins over St. Clairsville already.
They are led by point guard Pete Brogden who's scoring at a 19-
points per game clip.

Staskey can be reached at sstaskey@timesteaderoniine.com




Chaz Lingsey ana .
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the interior. NO. 3 MAGNOLIA

“The kids uare
excited about this
tournament and the
understiand the chaI}i GI:ASS m
lenges that are
ahead,” Cash | NHO.1WHEELING PARK
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tournament is a.
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2. AT OUE
IN CLASS 2-A, NO.2 WER

the Shadyside Tigers
used a late surge to
wrestle the top seed
away from Fort
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Frye. The Tigers fin-
ished the regular
portion of their
schedule with a 16-2 mark, having lost both of its games to
Class 3-A entrant Wheeling Central.

Shadyside head coach Ed Andes knows records and seeds
mean nothing starting tonight and going for the remainder of the
seascon.

“It's good to be at home, but it’s now a matter of who shows
up and plays,” Andes said. “It’s nice to be in a tournament
atmosphere before the state tournaments begin.”

The Tigers are led by their backcourt. Guards Billy
Merryman, B.A. Holloway, Jared Andes and Justin Andes are
more than capable of filling it up on any night.

“QOur offense has gotten better the last couple of games,”
Andes continued. “We're moving the ball a lot better and we’re
playing harder on the defensive end.”

The aforementioned Cadets are the second seed and will roll
out the red carpets of Beverly for Linsly School, which qualified
third. Fort Frye: is undefeated within the OVAC, having lost to
Waterford twice and Vincent Warren once. Linsly, meanwhile,
is 10-5 and has lost no fewer than three games in overtime this
season, including verdicts to Shadyside, Martins Ferry and
Wheeling Central.

NO. 3 INDIAN CREEK

See, OVAC, Page B2

Our Opinion

Hoop Spectacle

THE INAUGURAL Wheeling
Hospital OVAC Basketball
Championships have come and
gone. In the process eight team
champions -- four girls' and a like
number of boys' squads -- have been
crowned.

The first-time event -- hosted by
Ohio University Eastern -- has been
met with glowing praise and an
appetite for a sporting spectacle
boasting greater upside.

The championship tournament
wis the brainchild of OVAC
Executive Secretary/Treusurer Tom
Rataiczuk and tourney director Rick
DeLucu, and superbly put in place
by the tournament cominitlee, com-
prised of local and passionate bas-
ketball minds. .

The tournaments afforded the
prep hoopsters a stage never avail-
able belore, enabling them to show-
case their individual and team tal-
ents. The eight-pame extravaganza -
- enconmpassing two weekends --
turned into a media carnival, expos-
ing Ohio Valley busketball o the
public like never before. Prep play-
ers not only displayed their hard-
wood tulents but also their off-the-

court personilities,

FOR THE first-time in the glori-
ous 60 plus years of the OVAC,
champions were crowned on the
basketball court and not on paper. In
the world of true sportsmanship and
lcvel playing fields, such @ scenario
is needed.

Both the girls' and boys' tourneys
were greeted by lurge and partisan
crowds, not surprising in the spotfs-
crazed Ohio Valley.

The first chapter of what promis-
es to be a best-selling work of-arl
came to a close with the crowning
of Shadyside, Bridgeport, Wheeling
Central and Indian Creck, gaining
boys' chumpionships this past
Saturday. Just a week prior, 5t. John
Central, Monroe Central,
Barnesville and Indian Creek cap-
tured girls' championships.

All told, it was two weekends of
prep hoops never seen before wit-
nessed in the Ohio Valley. We com-
mend the players and coaches for
putting on superb performances and

~we thank those involved with the

OVAC who made the tournaments
hecome reality.
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CONGRATULATIONS

Zeakes
Sunoco &
Garry Out
41 Main St.
Bridgeport, Ohio

740-635-9910

Congrats Irish!

OVAC A CHAMPIONS
'ST. JOHN FIGHTING IRISH

CONGRATULATIONS
LADY IRISH FROM...
ST. JOHN
CENTRAL
GRADE
SCHOOL

350-371h Sireet, Bellaire

740-676-2620
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WHEELING HospPITAL OVAC BoYS’ BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS

hoto by Joel Joseph
Shadyside’s Biily Merryman is guarded by
Linsly’s DeMarr Moulton during action of
their game Saturday. :

Shadyside
Wins OT
Thriller

" Photo by Mike Mathison

1 * John Marshall’s Justin Elklebe ulls down a rebound in front of Indian
:Tlgers’ Cadets p ut on an I Creek’s Jim Wouod, le?t, dllringr:(}:,ﬂl:m of tgeir OVAC Class AAAA champi-
instant Cl assic at OUE _ onship game Saturday at Ohio University-Eastern. Indian Creek won, 40-35.

By JOSH STROPE ‘ L] P _ k " ‘
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Photo by Joel Joseph
Bridgeport’s Mike Bachie pulls down a
rebound in front of John McCune, left,
during thelr Class A game Saturday.

Bridgeport

Gets Back

At Madonna

Bulldogs gain first OVAC
championship in 25 years

By SETH STASKEY
For The News-Register .
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11gers, Cadets put on an
instant classic at QUE

By JOSH STROPE
Staff Writer

When Shadyside and Linsly met Jan. 22,
the Tigers escaped with a 66-63 victory in an
overtime thriller,

. When the two got together for the rematch
Saturday at Ohio University-Easlern, the
question was simple: What could be done for
encore? .

Throw in two more

(Class AA overtimes, buzzer-beating

shots, heartbreaking miss-

€5, controversial calls, and

an OVAC championship and you have what

will be an instant classic in a game to be
remembered for years to come.

The Tigers were the fortunate team to
come out on top in this marathon contest,
winning the Class AA championship with a
69-64, three-overtime victory against the
Cadets.

“We have five seniors and plus the rest of
our ieam, they just never quit,”” Shadyside
coach Ed Andes said.

See, Tigers, Page B2

John Marshall’s Justin Eikleberry pulls down a rebound in front of Indian
Creek’s Jim Wood, left, during action of their OVAC Class AAAA champi-
onship game Saturday at Ohio University-Eastern. Indian Creek won, 40-35.

Indian Creek Holds
-Off John Marshall

Redskins boys match
girls’ team with a
victory against JM

By SHAWN RINE

Ohlo Sports Editor
OK. raise your hand if you expected
Indian Creek to be playing in Saturday
night's Wheeling Hospital OVAC Class Py : g
AAAA Boys® baskethall championship The boys joined their female counter:

€ITL.

Anybody?
! Michael Smith and the rest of his

on the campus of Ohio University-East- Saturda

Class AAAA

Redskins teammates heard the doubters.
So they did the only thing they could —~
Lhejy proved they belonged on the court.

im Wood scored [8 points and
Smith tacked on 13 as the Redskins
(13-5) held John Marshall (11-7) to 14
paints in the second half on their way to
a 40-35 victory and an improbable con-
ference crown.

parts, who won the 4-A girls title last
J' ironically enough against John
Marshall. :

See, Indian Creek, Page B4

Bulldogs gain first OVAC
championship in 25 years
By SETH STASKEY
For The News-Register

For the Bridgeport Buildogs, the third time
was the charm.

After dropping two ver-
dicts to Welrlt]ongMadonna, gm
including the final game of
the regular season a little more than a week

0, the Bulldogs entered the Wheeling Hos-
pital OVAC Basketball Championship look-
g to make amends.

And Saturday afternoon at Ohio Universi-
?—Eastem, revenge was taken by the Bull-

ogs by way of a 49-37 victory.

With the revenge, Bridgeport got even _
more than that. The victory gives the Bull-
dogs the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Championship for the first time since 1983.

*“This is a great feeling,”” Bridgeport coach
Donnie Cash said. ‘*Before we lett the gym
(Saturday), I made the kids walk past the tro-
phy case and look at that 1983 trophy and
told them it would be greal Lo put another one
in the case. It had been 25 years, so it was
long overdue.”
See, Bridgeport, Page B3

Wheeling
Central’s Shane
Phillips, left,
looks to get past
St. Clairsville’s
Dan Slavik
during action of
their OVAC Class
AAA title game
Saturday at Ohio
University-
Eastern. The
Maroon Knights
captured their
third consecutive
OVAC title and
19th overall with
a 58-50 triumph

" against the Red
Devils.

Photo by Joel Joseph

Wheeling Central Prevails

Maroon Knights win their
third OVAC title in a row

By NICK BEDWAY
For the News-Repgister

With the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Class AAA boys’ basketball championship on
the dine. two Wheeling Central Catholic sopho-
mores stepped up and made the biggest shots of
their stili-young careers Saturday afternoon at
Ohio University-Eastern.

After second-seeded St. Clairsville (15-5)

had whittled the Maroon Knights' lead from 10

points to two midway through the fourth quar-
ier, Brian Sorge found himself all alone on the
left wing and didn’t hesitate to drain a trifecta,
pushing the Central advantage to 44-39.

It was still a five-point game, 46-41, at the
2:31 mark when Zach Hood decided to launch
his 3-pointer from the right side in front of the
Maroon Knights bench. The ball whistled clean-
ly through the twine and alf but settled the issue
as Wheeling Central went on from there to
defeat the Red Devils 58-50 in what was a
physical, no-holds-barred, bump-and-grind con-
test from start to finish.

‘“They may be sophomores class-wise, but
both those kids have played a lot of basketball,

Class AAA

and they expect to make those kind of shots,””
pointed out Mel Stephens, Wheeling Ceatral's
coach.

In Sorge’s case, that certainly was true. He
has been the first guard off the Marcon Knights
bench since the outsel of the season. Hood's
playing time until recently was mainly with the
Jayvee team, where he did have the opportuni
to display his potential as a 3-point threat. Wi
Central in serious foul trouble late in the game,
Stephens didn’t have any hesitation about hav-
ing either Sorge or Hood on the floor at crunch
time.

““Our bench has come through for us all
year,”” Stephens said. ‘‘(Saturday night) we had
Alex (Peluchette), Cory (McKitrick) and Cody
{(Koehler) with four fouls in the fourth guarter,
but we had some other kids come in and give us
some important minutes.””

The victory clinched a third straight OVAC
divisional championship for Wheeling Central,
(12-6), but it was the first time it had the
opportunity to win a pennant on the court.

n past years an oft-discussed ratings system
was used to determine the conference champi-

See, Central, Page B2

& Today’s Results:
¥ 0. Should the NFL have the Pro
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Tomorrow's Poli;

Tell us what you think.

Q. Will basketball emerge as the OVAC's mast
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Register your answer at www.news-register.net
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Bowl same place other than Hawaii?
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In past years an oft-dis-
cussed ratings system was
used to determine conference
champions. On Saturday,
both Stephens and St.
Clairsville coach Kim Clit-
ford were delighted to have
their teams in the finals of the
inpugural Wheeling Hospital
OVAC Championship Tour-
nament.

“*Actuoally, we were extra
happy just tc get into the tour-
nament,”” Stephens said,

The Marcon Knights went
on a road trip last week
believing that even if they
won a2 game at Charleston
Catholic it might not have
been enpough for his kids to
hold off Union Local for the
fourth spot. But they edged
out the jets by the narrowest
of margins and took full
aclvantﬂ%e of the ogportuné]l}.r
to bring home the 19th overall
OVAC boys’ basketball
crown in school history.

““We felt if we could just
‘get in, we would be able o
compete with St. Clairsville,
Martins Ferry and Magnolia.
This is the only way to decide
the championship,”™ Stephens
insisted. *‘We had our work
cut out winning at Martins
Ferry on Wednesday night
and this was another great
game, St. Clairsville has a
quick, aggressive and athletic
team. We knew it would be a
physical game and that’s the
way it turned out.

Although the Red Devils
came up on the short end of
the scoreboard, Clifford was
every bit as enthusiastic about
having the issue decided in
this fashion.

*‘We certainly are in favor
of doing it this way,” be said.
“The big crowd helped to
make for 4 great atmosphere.
It was a prefty physical game
and our kids gave a great
effort. Qur hats are off to
them, they made the plays
when they needed to at the
end-’?

With both teams playing
strong defense, points were
hard to come by, especially in
the first half. But this kind of
game is nothing new for
Wheeling Central and its loyal
fans, During the first four
games of their current five-
E;lme winning streak, the
. Maroon Knights had held

each or their opponents
undf.-.r 5“0 points. The Red

early margin,

N)I(cKitrick, fouled while
attempting a putback of his
own missed shot to open the
second quarter, knocked in
both free throws %iving the
Maroon Knights a [4-6 cush-
ion. 8t, Clairsville battled back
to within 15-13 after a nice
hoop and harm play from
Hynes with 3:49 remaining in

the half.

However, McKitrick
deposited two points in the
Central bank with a hook shot

to start a 7-0 run that also fea-
tured two free throws by
Peluchette, plus three points
from Koehler on a foul shot
and his leaping tip-in from the
backside.

Michael Bigelow countered
with four -points for St.

Clairsville only to see Sorge -

extend the lead out to 24-[7
with a sweel feed to Koehler
that resulted in a layup.
Bigelow, finishing off a six-
point guarter for himself, had
a stickback goal ahead of the
buzzer that sent the Red Dev-
ils off the court down 29-24.
‘The usually high-scoring
Anthony Vincent, who was
shut out in the first half as he
missed six bucket attempts,
broke his personal scoring ice
with a drive inside at the out-
set of the third quarter, The
hoop made it a three-point
sme. But every time St.
lairsville came within a
bucket or two of tying the
score, Long helped Central
keep the Red Devils at bay.
he junior wingman col-
lected seven of his 10 points
in the third round, highlighted
by a Eretty' slash move
through the defense for a
layup. Before the third quarter
buzzer sounded, the 6-foot-d4
McKitrick, stationed on the

. right wing, drove 1o the basket

for a layup putting Central
ahead by 10 at 41-31,

““I saw an opening and 1
took it,"’ McKitrick said,
breaking into a smile when
asked if%w was trying to imi-
tate Long's flashy moves to

the hoop.

St (ﬂairsvil]e wasn’t ready
to throw in the towel and Vin-
cent gave the Belmont County
school fans seated among the
large crowd some hope with a
rainbow 3-pointer to start the
fourth quarter. The Red Devils
also showed they could play
some terrific defense and

Beallsville’s Contos Comes Up Big

Reserve hits
huge 3-pointer
in final minutes

By KIM NORTH
For the News-Register
It just might go down as one
of the biggest comebacks in
Beallsville girls’ baskethall his-

tory.

%,aturday afternoon at Union
Local High Schoo!l in Morris-
town, the Blue Devils found
themselves locked in a fight
with Coach Tina Yates’ youth-
ful Shadyside squad,

The visitors played a near-

rfect first hnlfp in rolling to a

7-15 advantage.

However, when the dust had
settled after the final 16 min-
utes, the Blue Devils of Coach
Terrf Jarrett had rallied for a
thrill-packed, 49-44 decision
before a boisterons crowd to
move on in Ohio Division 1V
Sectional Tournament action,

*“We found a way to step up
and win,”’ said Jarrett, whose
15-6 team -will face Frontier, a
winner against Zanesville Rose-
crans. That contest will be
WedInesday at UL, :

*I've got to give the girls all
the credit,”” he said. -

“They’re the ones out there
playing, so they deserve all the
credit 1n the world.””

Beallsville started its miracu-
lous comeback when it turned
up the defensive tenacity.

The Blue Devils’ full-court
pressure forced the Tigers into
numerous second-half
turnovers, including eight in the
fateful fourth guarter.

“We kind of went nuts
there,”” Yates pointed out, *“1
thought we've done pretty well
most of the season against the
Eress, but today it (the basket-

all) was a hot potato and we
couldn’t get rid of it fast
enough.”

Trailing 32-24 with just 8
minutes remaining in their sea-
son, the Devils ignited for 25
fourth-period points, capped by
an unlikely performance from
Jjunior Brandy Contos.

With her team down 42-37
and just under 2 minutes left,
the 5-foot-11 guard knocked
down an all-important bonus
goal from the & left corner
while being intentionally
fouled. She meshed the first

Photo by Joel Joseph

Beallsville’s Savannah Burke readies a shot as Shadyside’s
Laken Gibson (24) slides over to defend during their Ohio
Division IV sectional title Saturday at Morristown.

you'll have games like that.”

However, had it not been for
foul trouble on the Blue Devils
backcourt, Contos might not
have even been in that position.

*“*You never from game to
game how it is going to
turnout,”” Jarrett said of the foul
problems.

“‘Brandy is a great young
lady and she came through for
us today.””

Jarrett also credited the

Beallsville following for not

giving up on the girls,

“We've got a great commu-
nity. I don’t care whether it is
football, basketball, whatever it
is. These people, they did.

“They stayed with us toda
when half of them could’ve le
at halfiime. A Iot of team’s fans
will do that, but not ours, they
stick with us.

‘‘Thal’s a big inspiration. I
even lold the girls at a timeout

there in the fourth quarter that
everyone is behind you. You
can hear them right there.”

The {future is bright for the
Lady Tigers as they only had
seniors on the roster,

**The young kids are going
to definitely work and they
don’t quit,”” said Yates, whose
team finished at 10-11.

Frontier 56, Rosecrans 42

Mallory Hoff's 17 points
was enough to spark Frontier
(15-6) past Zanesville Rose-
crans (7-14). Megan Rinard
added 11 points for the
Cougars and treshman Heather
Booth added nine.

Caldwell 55, Bridgeport 42

Amanda Connell scored a
season-high 20 points and Kris-
ten Nau added 14 as Caldwell
{9-12) beat Bridg

Rachel Benda led the Bull-
dogs (11-10) with 14 points and
Stephanie Bommer added 12.

Bellaire St. John 40, River 36

Sara Wamsley netted 14
points and Kylie Kidder added
11 as top-seeded Bellaire St.
John escaped with a victory

_against upset-ininded River.

The Pilots were led by 18
points from Erica Williams and
11 from Laighnell Roberts.

Ohio Division IT Sectional
Edison 34, East Liverpool 26

GNADENHUTTEN, Ohio
— Holly Carson scored 10
points and Emily Pollack added
eight rebounds and six steals to
go with her four points as Edi-
son edged East Liverpool.

Mason Dixon
Night of Champions
Cameron 53
Morgantown Trinity 29

At Pine Grove, Shelby Wood
scored 12 points, Alyssa Hager
added 11 and Sunni Hartley
totaled 10 as Cameron bested
Morgantown Trinity in the
Mason Dixon Night of Champi-
ons title tlt.

Bishop Donahue 48
Clks. Notre Dame 43

Lexi Yurisko scored 10 of
her 12 points in the fourth quar-
ter as Bishop Donahue came
back against Clarksburg Notre
Dame.

Krista Bittengle added 12

ints and Lacey Hampton fin-
1shed with 10.

Valley 43, Clay-Battelle 37

Sammy Frye erupted for a
season-high 20 points as Valley
defeated Clay-Battelle (7-13).

‘Hundred 53, Paden City 32

Mary DeVaul tataled 16
points and Chelsea Kuhn added
11 as Hundred (9-11) defeated
Paden City.

Allie Bertozzi led the wild-
cats with 12 points.

Regular Season
East Fairmont 59, Brovke 42

At Weilsburg, Kayla Cutrone
and Alex Martin each posted
double-doubles, scoring 17 and
10 points and grabbing 12 and
11 rebounds, respectively, but
it wasn’t enough as the Bruins
fell to East Fairmont.

Boys
Charleston Catholic 69
Tyler Consolidated 41

CHARLESTON - Zach
Perkey scored 17 points and
Ryan Summers added 16 in a
loss to Charleston Catholic.

Nailers Fall on the Road to Gwinnett |



the CRAMpIONSnIp,  dIEpnens
insisted. **We had our work
cut out winning at Martins
Ferry on Wednesday night
and this was another great
game, St. Clairsville has a
quick, aggressive and athletic
team. We knew it would be a
physical game and that’s the
way it turned out.

Although the Red Devils
came up on the short end of
the scoreboard, Clifford was
every bit as enthusiastic about
having the issue decided in
this fashion.

*‘We certainly are in favor
of doing it this way,” he said,
“The big crowd helped to
make for a great atmosphere.
It was a pretty physical game
and our kids gave a great
effort. Our hats are off to
them, they made the plays
when they needed to at the
end.”

With both teams playing
strong defense, points were
hard to come by, especially in
the first half. But this kind of
game is nothing new for
Wheeling Central and its loyal
fans. During the first four
games of their current five-
game winning streak, the
Maroon Knights had held

" each or their opponents

nnder 30 points. The Red
Devils didn’t reach that fevel
until 17 ticks remained when
Dustin Hynes drained a long-
distance 3-pointer from the
iop of the key.

Because its lack of size
sometimes makes it difficult
to match up inside against
taller opponents, St
Clairsvilie has come to rely
on its 3-point shooters.
Against Central, however,
the Red Devils couldn’t find
the range from the perimeter,
hitting 2 of 18 aftempts from
3-point range. This forced
them to take the ball into the
teeth of the Central defense
where they found just eno,uﬁh
success to get back in the
game.

**Our kids showed a lot of
heart,” Clifford said.

““But it’s tough to win
when you can’t throw the
leather in the basket.””

For the game, the Red Dev-
ils were 17 of 50 from the
floor and they also had several
crucial misses at the foul line
in the second half.

With St. Clairsville shoot-
ing 3-for-15 in the opening
quarter, Central was able to
bounce outto a 12-6 lead in a
game in which the Maroon
Knights never trailed.

D’Oate Long drove inside
and dropfped the ball off to
Koehler for the opening two
points. This was followed by a
McKitrick one-hander from
short range that upped the
count to 4-0. The Red Devils

knntted the score on Rvan

ARIRONY VINCERI, WO was
shut out in the first half as he
missed six bucket attempts,
broke his personal scoring ice
with a drive inside at the out-
set of the third quarter. The
hoop made it a three-point
game. But every time St.
Clairsville came within a
bucket or two of tying the
score, Logg helped Central
keep the Red Devils at bay.
The junior wingman col-
lected seven of his 10 points
in the third round, highlighted
by a Bretty slash move
through the defense for a
layup. Before the third quarter
buzzer sounded, the 6-toot-4
McKitrick, stationed on the

. right wing, drove to the basket

for a layup putting Ceatral
ahead by 10 at 41-31,

*‘I saw an opening and 1
took it,”” McKitrick said,
breaking into a smile when
asked if he was trying to imi-
tate Long’s flashy moves to
the hoop. _

-St. Clairsville wasn’t ready
to throw in the towel and Vin-
cent gave the Belmont County
school fans seated among the
large crowd some hope with a
rainbow 3-pointer to start the
fourth quarter. The Red Devils
also showed they could play
some terrific defense and
forced the Knights into a
series of turnovers that even-
tually saw St. Clairsville move
within three at 41-38 follow-
ing a2 Hynes 10-footer from
the baseline.

A few seconds later, Hynes
drew a foul and made 1 of 2
shots on this trip to the line,
reducing the deficit to 41-39,

But then Sorge came
through with his jumper that
broke the back of the Red
Devil rally.

““When you are trying to
trap the ball on defense,
you're going to give some-
thing up,”’ Clifford said.

*“The two guys that got free
for those 3-pointers were
probably the ones we wanted
to see shoot in both situations.
To their credit, they made
them.

Both sides had three dou-
ble-figure scorers. St.
Clairsville’s offense included
12 points from Hynes, 11
from Bigelow and 10 points
by Derrick Baugh, who also
collected seven of the Red
Devils” 22 rebounds.

Central, which shot an 2}
of 37 from the floor, was led
by McKitrick’s 15 points.
Peluchette and Long added 10
tallies each.

e R
Wheeling Hospital DOVAL Class ARA
Championship Game

[at Ohio University Eastern)
Wheeling Central 58, 5t. Clairsville 50

W — Phillips 1-5 4-4 §; Pefuchette 4-
5 2-2 10; McKitrick 5-8 5-7 15;.Long 4-7
2-310; Koehler 4-4 1-2 %; Joseph 1-3 0-

0 2; Sorge 1-3 0-0 3; Weishar 0-1 0-0 0;
Hood 1-1 0-0 3; Totals: 21-37 14-18 56, _

12-0 @edin Wik TiCe prontier, o
winner against Zanesville Rose-
crans. That contest will be
Wednesday at UL, '

“T've got to give the girls all
the credit,” he said.

““They’re the ones out there
playing, so they deserve all the
credit in the world.”

Beallsville started its miracu-
lous comehack when it turned
up the defensive tenacity,

The Blue Devils” full-court
pressure forced the Tigers into
numerous second-half
turnovers, including eight in the
fateful fourth quarter.

““We kind of went nuts
there,”” Yates pointed out. **]
thought we’ve done pretty well
most of the season against the
press, but today it (the baskel-
bali) was a hot potato and we
couldn’t get rid of it fast
enough.”

Trailing 32-24 with just 8
minutes remaining in their sea-
son, the Devils ignited for 25
fourth-period points, capped by
an unhikely performance from
junior Brandy Contos. .

With her team down 42-37
and just under 2 minutes left,
the 3-foot-11 guard knocked
down ar ali-important bonus
goal from the far left corner
while being intentionally
fouled. She meshed the first
free throw, but the second
failed to leave the count at 42-
41 in favor of the Tigers with
1:48 on the clock.

Because of the intentional
foul, the Blue Devils regained

ssession and Kristin Lallathin

ound Alyssa Headley inside

and she converted to give
Beallsville its first lead since
13-11 early in the second guar-
ter. Beallsville never trailed
again.

*It was definitely a turning
point,”” said Yates of the play.
I thought it was on a box out,

but I guess not. It made the dif-

ference there.””

Contos connected on 4 of 4
free throws down the stretch
and Headley tacked on two
maore for good measure,

“*She did what we needed
her to do at the line,”” Jarreft
said of Contos’ effort. **We
were terrible from the line and

TIGERS

you’ll have games like that.””

However, had it not been for
foul trouble on the Blue Devils’
backeourt, Contos might not
have even been in that position.

- “*You never from game to
game how it is going to
turnout,” Jarrett said of the foul
problems. :

“*Brandy is a great young
lady and she came through for
us today.”

Jarrett also credited the
Beallsville following for not
giving up on the girls,

“We've got a great commu-
nity. I don't care whether it is
football, basketball, whatever it
is. These people, they did.

**They stayed with us today
when half of them could’ve lett
at halftime. A lot of team’s fans
will do that, but not ours, they
stick with us. .

““That’s a big inspiration. 1
even told the girds at a timeout

Phaoto by Joel Joseph
Beallsville’s Savannah Burke readies a shot as Shadyside’s
Laken Gibson (24) slides over to defend during their Ohio
Division IV sectional title Saturday at Morristown.

there in the fourth quarter that
everyone is behind you. You
can hear them right there.”

The future is bright for the
Lady Tigers as they only had
three seniors on the roster.

““The young kids are going
to definttely work and they
don’t quit,”" said Yates, whose
team finished at 10-11.

Frontier 56, Rosecrans 42

Mallory Hoff’s 17 points
was enough to spark Frontier
{15-6) past Zanesville Rose-
crans (7-14). Megan Rinard
added 11 points for the
Cougars and freshman Heather
Booth added nine.

Caldwell 55, Bridgeport 42

Amanda Connell scored a
season-high 20 points and Kris-
ten Nau added 14 as Caldwell
{9-12) beat Bridgeport.

Rachel Benda led the Bail-
dogs (11-10) with 14 points and
Stephanie Bommer added 12.

AL ML uh.)l:ui.r EUFLLLIEL iR WAL
back apainst Clarksburg Notre
Dame.

Krista Bittengle added 12
points and Lacey Hampton fin-
1shed with 10.

Valley 43, Clay-Baitelle 37

Sammy Frye erupted for a
season-high 20 points as Valley
defeated Clay-Battelle (7-13).
"Hundred 53, Paden City 32

Mary DeVaul totaled 16

-points and Chelsea Kuhn added

11 as Hundred (9-11) defeated
Paden City.

Allie Bertozzi led the wild-
cats with 12 points.

Regular Season

East Fairmont 59, Brooke 42

At Wellsburg, Kayla Cutrone
and Alex Martin each posted
double-doubles, scoring 17 and
10 points and grabbing 12 and
11 rebounds, respectively, but
it wasn’t enough as the Bruins
fell to East Fairmont.

’ Boys
Charleston Catholic 69
Tyler Consolidated 41

CHARLESTON — Zach
Perkey scored 17 points and
Ryan Summers added 16 in a
loss to Charleston Catholic,

DULUTH, Ga — Things
looked good for the Wheeling
Nailers™ after Joe Guenther’s
unassisted goal 2:46 into the
second period, his sixth of the
Seqason. .

That goal came 23 seconds
after Kevin Croxton’s 16th
goal of the season tied the
score with Gwinnett at 1-1
only 2:23 in.

But Nailers’ goaltender
Curtis Darling can only with-
stand so much as the Gladia-
tors unleashed 26 shots on
-Darling in the second period,
58 for the game, as the Gladi-
ators came back for a 5-3 vic-
tory.

After Gwinnett retook the
lead on a Ryan Mahrle
power-play goal in the sec-
ond, the Gladiators pushed
their lead to 4-2 with a Mike
Hamilton goal with five sec-

Nailers Fall on the Road to Gwinneﬁ

onds to go in the period.

Wheeling cut the lead to
one when B.J. Radovich tal-
lied his second goal of the
season, on assists from Crox-
ton and Guenther 3:44 into
the third. But the Nailers
could gei'no closer. _

Andy Brandt scored his
11th of the season on an
empty net with 1:01 rembin-
ing in regulation to seal the
deal. )

The Nailers take on South
Carolina today before travel-
ing to Charlotte to take on the
Checkers on Tuesday.

LR ]

Gwinnett 5, Wheeling 3
Wheeling £21-—3
Gwinnatt 131—8

First Period

Scaring - 1. Gwinnett, M. Hamilton
115} {M. Anderson) 12:13; Penalties - V.
Slivehanko Whi (hooking - minor §5.2)
1:35, J. Sitko Gwt {high-sticking - minor
£0.2) 6:12, M. Hamilton Gwt {tripping -

miner 57.2) 7:24, J. Chwadoruk Whi
{roughing - minor 51.2§ B:25, J. Sitko Gwt

-M. Stoesz Gwt (roughing - minor 51.2}

{roughing - minor 51.2) B:25, T. Spencer
Whi {cross-checking minor 59.2) 11:52,

11:52, C. Denny Gwt {tripping « minor

§7.2} 13:23
Secand Period

- Scoring - 2. Whaeling, K. Croxton (16}
{B. Radovich, C. Brooks} 2:23 3. Wheel-
ing, J. Guenathar (6] 246 4. Gwinnste, M.
Stoesz {4 {B. Busniuk, 5. MacHae) 12:45
5. Gwinnett, B. Mahre {2) (T, Pospisil, S,
MacHael 1415 PP 6, Gwinnett, M, Hamil-
ton {16) {A. Brandt) 19:55 Penalties - J.
Chwedaruk WhI {hooking - minor 55.2)
3:01, V. Stivchenko Whi {hooking - minor
585.2) 5:15, B. Radovich Whi (hooking -
minar 55.2) 8:04, T. Spencer Whi {hold-
ing - minor 54.21 13:25, G. Pisellini Whi
{fighting - major 47.13) 20:00, M. Hamil-
ton Gwt thighting - major 47.13) 20:00

Third Period
Seoring - 7. Whesting, B. Radovich (2)
{K. Croxton, J. Guenther) 3:44 8. Gwin-
neft, A. Brandt (11) (M. Hamilton, J.
Milam} 18:59 EN; Penaities - M. Byrnes
Whi {holding - minor 54.2} 4:13, A,
Boogaard Whi {holding - minor 54.2}
B:43, A, Sawrok Gwt (hooking - minor
£5,2) 11:53, M. Anderson Gwt (tripping -
minor57.2} 14:28
Shats on Goal: Wheeling 7-8-12—271;
Gwinnett 21-26-11—88 -
7iner Play: Wheeling 0-5; Gwinnett
1-
Goaltenders: Wheeling Darling 5-11-
0-1 {43 saves); Kowalski 17-5-0-1 {24
savash

Continued from page Bl

‘“There were times Linsl
had us and they battled bac
and it was just a great team
victory.

‘“We were hoping it would-
n't go that far, but we figured
it was going to come down to
winning by just one point, We
have a very goed ballclub with
a lot of kids that can score. We
knew it was going to come
down to who was going to be
on top by one.”

For Shadwxide it was one nf

was long and Jared Andes iced
the game with two free throws
— going 4-for-4 from the foul
line and 2-for-2 from the floor
in the third overtime.

“‘He stepped it up at the end
and other Kids stepped it up
throughout the game,”” Coach
Andes said.

For the Cadets, it was anoth-
er heartbreaking loss.

‘*We play tough teams,”’
Linsly coach Mark Dodd said.

““We niav a schednie that we

door no matter whether it is
the first dribble into that pos-
session or whether it takes four
ot five, '

Linsly had a foul to give and
took it with .6 remaining on
the clock. E

Justin Andes somehow got
behind the defense and caught
the ball for a quick - and
open — layup attempt, but the
ball bounced off the rim and
fell to the court.

“*What we did was the

game,”” Dodd said. “°It was a
great high school basketball
game. The players played their
butts off. There was heart,
intensity, effort, desire, it was
all there.

““It could equate to the
Final Four in college basket-
ball. It was a bunch of men
playing their hearts out and
that is what high school bas-
ketball is all about.

“*The fans in the stands
were treatad (Saturdav)y mom-



Because its lack ol size
sometimes makes it difficuit
to match up inside against
taller . oppenents, St
Clairsville has come to rely
on its 3-point{ shooters.
Against Central, however,
the Red Devils couldn’t find
the range from the perimeter,
hitting 2 of 18 attempts from
3-point range. This forced
themn to take the ball into the
teeth of the Central defense
where they found just enou
success to get back in the

ame.

*Qur kids showed a lot of
heart,” Clifford said.

“*But it’s tough to win
when you can't throw the
leather in the basket.”

For the game, the Red Dev-
ils were 17 of 50 from the
floor and they also had several
crucial misses at the foul line
in the second half.

With St. Clairsville shoot-
ing 3-for-15 in the opening
quarter, Central was able to
bounce out toa 12-G lead in a

ame in which the Maroon
nights never trailed.

D’Onte Long drove inside
and droptped the ball off to
Koehler for the o mn

ints. This was foll by a

cKitrick one- handcr from
short range that upped the
count to 4-0. The Red Devils
knotted the score on Ryan
Jarvie’s baseline drive that
resulted in a Iayut[])1 But Long
went up high and hit a swisher
from underneath, followed by
another inside hoop from
Koehler to restore Central’s

the baselune.

A few seconds later, Hynes
drew a foul and made 1 of 2
shots on this trip to the line,
reducing the deficit to 41-39.

But then Sorge came
through with his jumper that
broke the back of the Red
Devil rally.

““When you are trying to
trap the ball on defense,

you 're gomﬁﬁto rche some-

two guys that got free
for those 3-pointers were
probably the ones we wanted
to see shoot in both situations.
To their credit, they made
them.

Both sides had three dou-
ble-figure scorers. St
Clairsville’s offense included
12 points from Hynes, 11
from Bigelow and 10 points
by Derrick Baugh, who also
collected seven of the Red
Devils' 22 rebounds.

Central, which shot an 2!
of 37 from the floor, was led
by McKitrick’s lﬁ‘romts
Peluchetie and Long aaded 10
tallies each.

nEn
Whes Hospltal OVAC Claas AAA

Games
{at Ohlo U Eastern
W'Imﬂng Cantral 58, 5t. Clalrsvllle 50
hillips 1-5 4-4 6; Peluchette 4
§ 2-2 10; McKitrick 5-8 57 15; Long 47
2-3 10; Koshler 44 1-2 9; Jossph 1-3 0-
0 2; Sorge 1-3 0-0 3; Welsher 0-1 0-0 0;
Hood 1-1 03 3; Totala: 21-37 14-18 58.
5 -— Vincent 2-12 3-6 B; Hynes £-10
3-5 12; Bigoelow 2-4 7-8 11; Baugh 57 0-
2 10; Stavik 0-8 0-0 0; Jarvie 2-9 0-0 &;
Pata @-0 1-2 1; Skrabak 2-2 0-0 4;
Totels: 17-60 14-23 50,
3-pt. goals: Sorge, Hood; Vincent,

g Cantral 12 12 17 17 — 58
St. Clairsville 813 12 19—50

Auto Choice X%}

E Goodwrench 5ermce center

: ?m GOODFVEAR BFGooﬁeb /“”"”"‘f’"

“o 9% PRICE GUARANTEE

See Stare for Detalls

UL, UIC DUV LAyl 1w Al

ssession and Kristin Lallathin

ound Alyssa Headley inside

and she converted to give
Beallsville its first lead since
13-11 early in the second quar-
ter. Beallsville never trailed
again.

“It was definitely a turning
pomt,” said Yates of the play,

‘T thought it was on a box out,
but I guess not. It made the dif-
ference there.”’

Contos connected on 4 of 4
free throws down the stretch
and Headley tacked on two
more for good measure,

“*She did what we needed
fier to do at the line,”” Jarred
said of Contos’ effort. *‘'We
were ferrible from the line and

season.

That goal came 23 seconds
after Kevin Croxton’s I6th
goal of the season tied the
score with Gwinnett at 1-1
only 2:23 in.

But Nailers' goaltender
Curtis Darlm%l can only with-
stand so much as the Gladia-
tors unleashed 26 shots on
Darling in the second period,
58 far the game, as the Gladi-
ators came back for a 5-3 vic-
tory.
After Gwinnett retook the
lead on a Ryan Mahrle
power-play goal in the sec-
ond, the Gladiators pushed
their lead to 4-2 with a Mike
Hamilton goal with five sec-

LOI anu vueHuIer J:44 11y
the third. But the Nailers
could get no closer.

Andy Brandt scored his
11th of the season on an
empty net with 1:01 rem&in-
ing in regulation to seal the
deal.

The Nailers take on South
Carolina today before travel-

ing to Charlotie to take on the
Checkers on ’-I‘uesclay.
Gwinnett 5, Wh 3
0z1—3
131—56
First Period

Seoring - 1. Gwinnett, M. Hamitton
{16} (M, Anderean) 12:13; Penaltles - V.
Sitvchanko Whi (hooking - minors 56.2}
1:35, J. Sitko Gwt (high-sticking - minor
60.2) 8:12, M. Hamilton Gwt {tripfm
minor 57.2} 7:24, J, Chwado hi
{roughing - minor 51.2) B:25, J. Sitko Gwt

ing, J. Guanther (6) 2:48 4. Gwinnett, M.’
Stoeaz {4) {B. Busniuk, 5. MacAee) 12:45
5. Gwinnett, A. Mahra {2) (T, Poapiall, 5.
MacHnael 14:16 PP 8, Gwinnett, M. Hamil-
ton {18) {A. Brandt) 19:55 Penalties - J.
Chwedoruk Whi (hooking - minor §5.2)
3:01, V. Stivchenko Whi (hooking - minor
B5.2} 5:35, B. Radaovich Whi [hooking -
minor §5.2) B:04, T. ggencar Whi {hold-
ing - minor 54.2} 13:25, G. Pisellini Whi
{fighting - major 47.13} 20:00, M. Hamil-
ton Gwi {fgh‘hTﬁ major 47. 13) 20:00
Period

Scaring - 7. Whealing, B. Radovich {2)
K. Croxton, J. Guenther) 3:44 B, Gwin-
nett, A. Brandt {11) {M. Hamilton, J
Milam) 18:59 EN; Penalties - M. Bytne
Whi Ihuldmﬁ minor 54.2) 4:13, A
Boogaard Whi (holding - minor 54.2)
B:43, A. Sawruk Gwt (honkm? minor
65.2) 11:63, M. Andarson Gwt {tripping -
rhinor 57.2) 14:28

Shots on Goal: Wheeling 7-8-12—27;
Gwinnstt 23-26-11—68
. 7Powar Play: Wheeling 0-%; Gwinnett

Goaltendars: Wheeling Datiing 5-11-
0-1 (43 saves); Kowalski 17-5-0-1 (24
saves).

TIGERS

Contimied from page B

““There were times Linsl%
had us and they battled bac
and it was just a great team

vnctc\v

e were hoping it would-
n't go that far, but we figured
it was going to come down to
winning by just one Foint. We
have a vea; good ballclub with
a lot of kids that can score. We
knew it was going to come
down to who was going to be
on top by one.”

For Shadyside, jt was one of
those senjors — Jared Andes
— that become the first hero
111 the history of the OVAC

‘\;s Basketball Champi-
ons

Wllh ‘the game tied at 57-57
omf into the third overtime,
Linsly’s Taylor Cecil got the
scoring started with a bucket,
but Jared Andes connected on
gomter to put the Tigers

(18 } up one.

After a CJ. Goodwin bucket
gave Linsly the lead back,
Jared Andes again answered
his counterpart with another 3-
pointer.

Cody Campbell missed a
jumper on the other end. Jared
Andes recovered the ball and
was sent to the line after a
foul.

He knocked down the free
throws to put Shadyside up
four.

Linsly (11-7) cut the lead to
one with a minute remaining
after 3-pointer by Campbell.

Dylan Kimble was next up
at line and despite stepping (o
the line only 15 times during
the season, coolly converted
both attempts to stretch the
Tigers' lead to three with 46
seconds left.

Linsly’s last-ditch effort
failed as Campbeil’s 3-pointer

i
L]

was long and Jared Andes iced
the game with two free throws

— going 4-for-4 from the foul
line and 2-for-2 from the floor
in the third overtime.

*‘He stepped it up at the end
and other kids stepped it u
throughout the game,”” Coac
Andes said.

Far the Cadets, it was anoth-
er heartbreaking loss,

" *‘We play tough teams,"’
Linsly coach Mark Dodd said.
‘*We play a schedule that we
know games are going to go
down to the wire. It builds
chamcter. I've been in (coach-
ing) long enough to know that
some years things go your way
and_you win by one ertwo and
other years you just can’t buy
one, lJ\ISt can’t get lucky.

ext year, I hope I'm
standing at the same podium
and saying we won three or
four in ovemme and it was one
of those years

It didn’t laok like Linsly
would put up much of a fight,
trailing by 10 early. But the
Cadets took their first lead
midway into the fourth quaster

-on a bucket by Campbell and

led by three points with 3 min-
utes left.

However, a turnover gave
the Tigers a chance to tie the
game and Jared Andes was the
answer, connecting on a 3-
pointer to even the score 44-
44 with a minute to go.

Linsly did plenty of passing
to hold for the last shot, but a
5-second violation with 8.4
seconds to go gave the ball to
the Tigers Wlth a chance to
win,

““We never want to hold the
ball,”” Dodd said. ‘*We have a
set where we see if we can get
ibe corner or a slip in the back

door no matter whether it is
the first dribble into that pos-
session or whether it takes four
or five. ©’

Linsly had a foul to give and
took it with .6 remaining on
the clock. :

Justin Andes somehow got
behind the defense and caught
the ball for a quick — and
open — layup aftempt, but the
ball bounced off the rim and
fell to the court.

*‘What we did was the
opposite of when we played
them at home,”” Ed Andes
said. ““We set them up fora 3,
but this time we used the back
screen and got the chance for
the ]ayup but it just didn’t
fall.””

A pair of free throws
accounted for all the scoring
in the first overtime. Sam
Cecil could have ended the
game with free throws with
1.7 seconds remaining, but the
senior center missed both
shots.

- The Cadets jumped out to a
five-point lead in the second
overtime, but the Tigers
received big contributions by
key players — four free
throws by Jared Andes and
two 3-pointers from Billy
Merryman.

Trailing by one at 56-55,
DeMarr Moulton had the ball
stripped and Justin Andes
went to the line. He made 1 of
2 to give Linsly a chance with
7.1 seconds left.

Goodwin drove to the hoop
and connected on a layup at
the buzzer, just getting the
shot off before the clock hit
triple zeroes to prolong the
outcome ancther 4 minntes.

“‘1"d like to con ratu]ate
Shadyside on a well-played

game,”” Dodd said. “*It was a
great high school basketbal}
Eame The players played their

utts off. There was heart,
intensity, effort, desire, it was
all there.

**It could equate to the
Final Four in college basket-
ball. It was a bunch of men
playing their hearts out and
that is what high school bas-
ketball is all about.

‘“The fans in the stands
were treated (Saturn:lay) morn-
ing. I hope they enjoy the rest
of their Saturday, but I know
they were treated to a special -
game from 10-11:30. We
may have missed some foul
shots, but there was a cluich 3
here or a drive here that
showed the character of our
team."’

Shadyside went 18 of 21
(85 percent) from the free-
throw line, compared to 9 of
23 (39 percent) from the
Cadets.

The Tigers were led by
Jared Andes with 25 points,
followed by Merryman with
15, B.A. Holloway with 13,
and Drew Kennon with 10.

Campbell matched Andes
with game-high honors, while
teammate Goodwin chipped in
with 21 points and Moulton
added 10. :

EER
OVAC Tournamant
Class A
Championship
Shadyside 69, Linaly 64, 30T

L — Campbell 10-22 2-5 25, Moulton 4-
10 2-4 10, T.Cecil 26 0-1 4, Goodwin 8-
17 3-4 21, S.Cecil 1-4 2-6 4, Fahey 0-1 O-
0 0, Milton 0-2 0-0 0, Hil 0-1 0-0 O, Siay-
ton 0-0 0-2 0. Totals 26-82 9-23 G4,

§ — Holloway 3-10 6-6 13, Sadlowski
00 0-0 0, Ja.Andas 6-14 B-B 25, Kannon
5-7 0-1 10, Marryman 5-17 -0 15,
JuAndas 0-6 -2 1, Butts 1-1 1-2 3, Kim-
bie 0-2 2-2 2 Totals 20-56 16-27 69.

3-Point Goals: Campbell 3; Hollowny,
Ja.Andes 5, Marryman 5.

Linsty 1091415211 7 — 84
Shadyside 12 8 1410 2 11 12— 69 *
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HOOPS EXTRA ¢

TOP: Fans of the St.
Clairsville Red Devils dis-
played their suppont
Saturday.

TOP RIGHT: Bridgeport's
Mike Carr (21) shoots for
two points.

CENTER RIGHT: St.
Clairsville’s Shawn Vincent
eyes the basket.

BELOW RIGHT:
Shadyside's Billy Marryman
looks to pass the ball
against Linsly.

BOTTOM RIGHT: St.
Clairsville’'s Ryan Jarvie (22)
turns the comer against
Wheeling Central.

LEFT: Bridgeport’s Chas
Lindsey draws a foul from a
Madonna player Saturday.
MIDDLE BELOW: The
Bridgsport Bulldog mascot
struts his stuff.

MIDDLE BOTTOM:
Shadyside’s B.A. Holloway
drives the baseline.




against LInsiy.

BOTTOM RIGHT: St.
Clairsville's Ryan Jarvie (22)
tums the comer against
Wheeling Central.

LEFT: Bridgeport's Chas
Lindsey draws a foul from a
Madcnna player Saturday.
MIDDLE BELOW: The
Bridgeport Bulldog mascot
struts his studf.

MIDDLE BOTTOM:
Shadyside’s B.A. Holloway
drives the baseline.
BOTTOM LEFT:
Shadyside’s Jared Andes
tries to slip past a Linsly
defender. .

T-L Photos/JOEL JOSEPH
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University
Eastern
Campus

February 2nd
February 9th

At The Finals ..~ N
One Lucky Fan Will Have The Chance To Wi 00 Courtesy of

THE HEALTH PLAN

2008 Wheeling Hospital OVAC Baskethpall Championships
Schedule/Media Coverage
Glrls’ Semifinals — Mon., Jan. 28 — played on the home courts of the higher seeds
Girls’ Finals* - Sat., Feb. 2 - QUE - all games ive on AM 1600 WKKX / www.wkkx.com -
A - 10:00am - Tape-Delay on Comeast FY1 - Monday, Feb. 4 at 7.60pm
AA - 1:00pm - Tape-Delay on Comcast FY| - Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 7:00pm

AAA - 4:00pm - Tape-Delay on Camcast FY1 — Wednesday, Feb. § at 7.00pm
AAAA - 7:00pm - Tapa-Detay on Comeast FY1— Thursday, Feb. 7 at 7.00pm

Boys' Semifinals - Tues., Feb. 5 - played on the home courts of the higher seeds

Boys’ Finals* - Sat., Feb. 9 - OUE - all games live an AM 1600 WKKX | www.wkkx.com
A - 10:00am - Tape-Delay on Comceast FY! — Monday, Feb. 11 at 7:00pm
AA - 1:00pm - Tape-Delay on Comcast FY1 - Tuesday, Feb. 12 at 7.00pm
AAA - 4:00pm - Tape-Delay on Comeast FYI - Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 7:00pm
AAAA - 7:00pm - Tape-Delay on Gemeast FYI - Thursday, Feb. 14 at 7:00pm

* Replays of the Finals will a/so be available to be seen on Comcast s Video On Demand Service.

WHEELING™ M s o ravent.
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INDIAN CREEK

Continued from page B1

*‘First off, I think we should get a little more
respect now, but I guess we need to gain the
respect,’” Smith snid. “*Earlier in the season every-
one thought we were just the same old Indian
Creek.

““We work pretty hard — we practice even on
Sundays.’” .

The fruits of that labor were never more visible
than a third :ﬂuaner in which Indian Creek limited
John Marshali to two Boints, turning a 21-18 half-
time deficit into a 28-23 lead. '

“It is very special,” Redskins coach Joe Dun-
levy said. ““Third quarter, they struggled to get a
- shot off.

**There were times they worked the ball 45, 50
seconds just to get a shot — not necessari(ljy a
good shot — and that’s what we preach at Indian
Creek. 1 think that's what you're successful with,
especially at tournament time. "’

The stifling Redskins defense limited the Mon-
archs to 29-percerf shooting overall and 16 per-
cent from 3-point range. Indian Creek also made
life difficult in the post for John Marshall’s twin
towers, 6-foot-6 posts Kenny Shepherd and
Danny McClelland.

Normally, a team elects to take away one option-

or another. The Redskins took away everything.

+‘Sometimes when teams are aggressive with
us, we’'re still young and we back away from
that,"”” John Marshall coach Bill Storm said. **It’s
been this way all-year — we aren’t capable of put-
ting four quarters together — but when we do
we'te awiully good. »

I don’t know whether we've scored two in a
guarter, but we’ve had our stretches where we dis-

ap " .!’

e tide seemed to turn when the Monarchs’
Travis Whitfield 'ﬂcked up his third foul on a
charge at 1:27 of the second quarter. Storm, who
credits Whitfield’s performance in the semifinal
victory against Wheeling Park as being the key to
his team’s advancing, said that was the game’s
biggest blow. -

‘I thought the key to the game was when
Travis Whitfield Picked up his third foul — that
was it right there,” Storm said. **He makes us go,
he’s scrappy. He gets every loose ball and every
rebound, and he penetrates and sets the table for
our guys.”’

biggest part of that was probably the pene-
tration. John Marshall’s offense went south from
ma{’goint, and Indian Creek took advantage.

e Redskins took their first lead of the second
half on back-to-back Wood baskets, the second
one being accompanied by a subsequent free
throw that made it 23-21,

T think the biggest thing, like Coach ‘I)' said,
was we did a pretty good job defensively,”” Wood

said. **They are really hard to guard because (they
like to) penetrate and kick it out for the 3.

““They have a lot of good shooters, but the
main thing was get around them and fight in the

SL"

But those great shoaeters never found their
stroke.

Andrew Montes, arguably the team’s most
explosive scorer missed eight of his 10 shots, and
was | of 9 after opening the game with a 3 from
the left corner on the teamn's first possession.

““We came out early and hit those couple,”
Storm said. ‘‘When Andrew Montes hits his first
couple he's usually on fire. It didn’t bappen (Sat-
urday).” .

Indian Creek led by five afier three quarters
and by as many as seven after Wood converted 1o
begin the fourth. But the Monarchs answered with
a 7-0 run that included Kylen Whipp's lone bas-
ket, a Whitfield 3 at the 6-minute mark that
forced a Dunlevy timeout and a pair of McClel-
land free throws that knotted it at 30-30 with
3:40 1o go, ‘

**We had a bunch of kids step up in different
situations (Saturday night),”* Dunlevy said.

And the next guy’ was Dunlevy’s son, Daniel,
who scored on a nifty mid-range bank shot for his
only bucket and a 32-30 lead. It was followed b
a steal at mid-court and a layup by the ultra-confi-
dent Smith,

Smith said he expected a tough matchup and
some gritty defense from the Monarchs.

“] knew they were going to double-team me
because in my head none of them can guard me
— ot all,” Smith said.

Smith hit a pair of free throws at 42.8 as Whit-
field fouled out, and Wood sandwiched four free
throws — he was 10 of 11 for the game —
around a Jeremy Hays. 3 for the final margin.

“It's very emotional. We were strugglin
around Christmas time,” Coach Dunlevy said.
“*We played Dec. 21 against Bellaire, and I talked
to (OVAC Executive Secretary) Tom (Rataiczak)
nbout who he was going to pair us up with in the
consolations because we weren't going to make
the tournament.

“But somethin%ehappened with these kids
where they started believing in themselves, Now,
all the close pames somebody is stepping up.”

OVAC CLASS 4A Ch.nmplmh?
Indian Cresk 40, John Marshall 35
J — Overholt 0-0 0-1 0; Malko 0-2 2-2 2; Defibaugh 0-7 23 2;
Whitflald 2-3 1-2 §; Shepherd 4-8 0-1 8; Hays 1-5 0-0 3; Ju.Elkiabar-
ry 1-1 0-0 Z; Momias 2-10 0-0 §; Whipp 1-2 0-0 2; McClelland 1-3 3-
4 5. Totals: 12-41 8-13 35,
| — Dunlavy 1-1 0-0 Z; DeSantis 0-D 0-0 0; Smith 4-14 5-6 13;
Viltro 0-6 2-4 2; Bowers 0-0 0-0 G; Figel 1-5 0-0 2; Starr 0-0 0-0 0;
Wood 4-14 10-11 18. Totals: 11-4% 17-21 40,
3-Polnt Gonls: Whitliald, Hays, Montas; Robarta,
John Marshall 11 %0 2 12—36
Indian Crosk 10 B'10 12— 40

Boys OVAC -
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CENTRAL

Continved from page Bl

In past years un oft-dis-
cussed ratings system was
used to determine conference
chinupions, On Saturday,
both Stephens and 5t.
Clairsville coach Kim Clif-
ford were delighted 1o have
their teums in the finals of the
inaugural Wheeling Hospital
OVAC Championship Tour-
nament.

“*Actually, we were extra
happy just (o get into the tour-
nament,” Stephiens said,

The Maroon Knights went
on a road trip iast week
believing that even if they
wun a gaine al Charleston
Cutholic it might not have
been enough for his kids (o
hold off Union Local for the
fourth spot. But they edged
oul the Jets by the narrowest
of margins and took full
advantage of the opportunit
to brin lilmrma the §Yth overall
OVAC boys' basketball
crown in school history.

**We felt if we could just
‘get in, we would be able io
compete with St. Clairsville,

Martins Ferry and Magnolia.
- 'This is the only way to decide
the championship,” Stephens
insisted. **We had our work
cut out winning at Martins
Ferry on Wednesday night
and this was another great
game, St. Clairsville has a
quick, aggressive and athletic
team. We knew it would be a
physical game and that's the
way it tumed out,

Although the Red Devils
came up on the short end of
the scoreboard, Clifford was
every bit as enthusiastic about
having the issue decided in
this fushion.

**We certninly are in favor
of doing it this way,” he said,
“The big crowd helped to
mitke Tor a great atmosphere.
It was o pretly physical game
and our kids gave a great
efiort. Our hats are off to
themn, they made the plays
whien they needed to at the
emd.””

With both teams playing
strong defense, points were
hmd 1o come by, especially in
the {irst half. But this kind of

ame is nothing new for

heeling Central and its foyal
fans. During the first four
games of their current five-
game winning sireak, the
Maroon Knights had held
" eaclh or their opponents
under 50 poinis. The Red
Devils didn't reach that level
until 17 ticks remuined when
Dustin Hynes drained a long-
distance 3-pointer from the
top uf the key.

Because its luck of size
sometimes makes it difficult
Lo match up inside against
tuller  opponents, St
Clairsville has come to rely
ol ils 3-point shooters.
Against Central, however,
ihie Red Devils couldn’t find
the range from the perimeter,
hitting 2 of 18 atiempts from
3-puint range. This Torced
them to take the bali into the
teeth of the Ceniral defense
where they found just cnouEh
success to get back in the
game,

*Our kids showed a lot of
hewrt,”” Clifford said,

“*Bul it’s tough to win
when you can't throw the
icather in Lthe basket.”

Far the game, the Red Dev-
ils were 17 of 50 {rom the
flovr and they also had several
cruckal misses at the foul line
in the second half,

With St. Clairsville shoot-
ing 3-for-15 in the opening
quarter, Central was able to
bounce out to a 12-6 lead in o
rume in which the Maroon
Lnights never trailed.

[2'Onte Long drove inside
and dropped the ball off to
Koeliler tor the opening two
Rnims. This was followed by a

leKitrick one-hander from
short range that upped the
count to 4-0. The Red. Devils
knotted the score on Ryan
. Jarvie's baseline drive that
restlted in & Iayul?l. But Long
went up high and hit a swisher
from underneath, followed by

early margin.

MecKitrick, fouled while
attempting a putback of his
own missed shot to open the
second quarier, knocked in
both free throws giving the
Maroon Knights a 14-6 cush-
ion. St. Clairsville battled buck
to within 15-13 after a nice
hoop and harm play from
Hynes with 3:49 remaining in
the half.

However, McKitrick
deposited two points in the
Central bank with a hook shot
to start a 7-0 tun that also fea-
tured two free throws by
Peluchette, plus three points
from Koehler on a foul shot
and his leaping tip-in from e
buckside, .

Michael Bigelow counlered
with four points for St
Clairsville only to sec Sorge
extend the lead out to 24-17
with a sweet feed o Koehler
that resulted in a layup.
Bigelow, finishing off a six-
point quarter for hirnself, had
a stickback goal ahead of the
buzzer that sent the Red Dey-
ils off the court down 29-24,

The usually high-scoring
Anthony Vincent, who was
shut out in the first haif as he
missed six bucket attempts,
broke his personal scoring ice
with & drive inside at the out-
set of the third quarter. The
hoop made it a three-point
%nme. But every time St.

lairsville came within a
bucket or two of tying the
score, Long helped Central
keep the Red Devils at bay.

he junior wingman cal-
lected seven of his 10 points
in the third round, hithghled
by a IJretly slash move
through the defense for a
layup. Before the third quarter
buzzer sounded, the 6-foot-4
McKitrick, stationed on the

_right wing, drove to the basket

for a layup putting Central
ahead by 10 ut 41-317,

*‘1 saw an olgeninf and [
took it,”" McKitrick said,
breaking into a smile when
asked if he was trying 0 imi-
tate Long's flashy moves to
the hoop.

St (fl,airsville wasn't ready
to throw in the towel and Vin-
cent gave the Belmont County
school fans sexted amonyg the
large crowd some hope with a
riinbow 3-pointer to start the
fourth quarter. The Red Devils
also showed they could play
some terrific defense and
forced the Knights into a
series of wrnovers that even-
tually saw St. Clairsville move
within three at 41-38 follow-
ing a Hynes 10-footer from
the baseline.

A few seconds later, Hynes
drew a foul and made | of 2
shots on this trip to the line,
reducing the deficit to 41-39.

But then Saorge came
through with his jumper that
broke the back of the Red
Devil rally.

““When you are trying to
trap the ball on defense,
you're going 10 give some-
thing up,” Clifford said.

*“The two guys that got fiee
for those 3-pointers were
probablfyl the ones we wanted
10 see shoot in both situations,
To their credit, they made
them.

Both sides had three dou-
ble-figure scorers. St
Clairsville’s offense included
12 paints from Hynes, 11
from Bigelow and 10 points
by Derrick Baugh, who also
coliected seven of the Red
Devils’ 22 rebounds.

Ceatral, which shot an 21
of 37 from the floor, was led
by McKitrick's ISJJoints.
Peluchette and Long added 10
tallies each.

: ) N
Wheeling Hosgita) OVAG Class AAA
ampionship Game

{at Ohlo Unlversity Eestarn)
Whasling Central 68, St. Clairsville 50

W — Philiips 1-5 4-4 6; Peluchetta 4-
6 2-2 1% MeKitrick 5-8 6-7 15, Long 4-7
2-3 10; Koehler 4-4 1-2 9; Joseph 1-3 0-
0 2; Sorga 1-3 0-0 3; Waishar §-1 0-0 0;
Hood 1-1 0-0 3; Totals: 21-37 14-18 58,

S — Vincent 2-12 3-8 B; Hynas 4-10
3-5 12; Bigelow 2-4 7-8 11; Baugh 5-7 0-
2 10; Slavik 0-6 0-0 0; Jarvia 2-8 0-D 4;
Pata 0-0 1-2 1; Skrabak 2-2 0-0 4;

Totels: 17-60 14-23 50,
" 3-pt. goals: Sorge, Hood; Vincant,

T-L Pholo/JOEL JOSEPH

ST. JOHN’S captured the Wheeling Hospital Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class A
girls’ basketball championship Saturday with a 71-65 win over Beallsville. Additional
images can be found at cu.timesleaderoniine.com

® SJC

Continued from Page C1

Barnesville rally from 14 down Wednesday
night 1o post-a 72-7 1 wod.

“You know, thut loss might have been a bless-
ing in disguise,” added Kapral, who hus now
won eight OVAC girls titles in his |4 years at
the Guernsey Street schouol,

“We knew what to expect from them,” said
Beallsville™s Terry Jarrett. “We missed some
shots that we usually nuke und our free throw
shooting wasn’t what we usoally shot. But, hey,
they're o great team and hopefully we'll see
them down the road.”

Bealisville, which entered the contest as the
Nu. 2 seed und rouled Bridgeport {80-59) in
the semifinals, used a strong first-half showing
by senior Savannah Burke to take o 15-12
avantage alter one period,

When the 5-i1.-11 Burke banked home a bas-
ket at the 3:56 mark of the second period,
Bealbsvitle had increased its lead to 10, 27-17.

However, the top-seeded Lady Irish weren’t
about 1o give up as they durned up the full-court
pressuie defense a noteh or two, The defensive
pressure foreed the Lady Blue Devils into sev-
erul turnovers which led to casy baskets,

Seniors Sara Wamsley and Kylie Kidder
ignited it 12-0 run that saw all five 8JC starters
score o put the designated hosts ahead, 29-27,
with 21 seeohids left in the opening half.

Wiansley started the run with an inside baskel
and Kelly Perzimowski scored on u layup after
charting a steal. Kidder, who was plagued with
foul trouble for the most part, followed up a
missed shot and then converted a layup after
stealing the badl, Natalie Perzanowski meshed a
puir of free throws to knot the game, and
Kristing Velkovich's inside basket gave the
Green-and-White the lead,

Burke's 1wo charity tosses evened the count
and a strong inside move by Alyssa Headley put
the Big Blue back on top, 31-29. After
Beallsville had taken a 33-30 edge, Wamsley
hit a foul shot and then cashed in a two-pointer
witlt pine seconds remaining to forge a tie at the
break.

“There was no sense of urgency at halftime,”
Kapral said. “There was no yelling or scream-
ing. We knew that we hadn’t played our best,
and yet we were tied.”

‘The two rivals, who could meet once again in
the upcoming sectional tournament, traded
puints for most of the third period, but the Lady
[rish took the lead for good when N.
Perzanowski's second free at 3:27 snapped a
A46-0il deadlock,

St. John Central.closed out the period on an

8-2 run to lead, 54-48, with cigit minutes left
to play.

A quick 6-2 burst 1o start the final chapter
bumped the count to 10, 60-50, and the Lady
Irish used some timely free throw shooting
down the stretch for their third siraight OVAC
crown,

After Beullsville had pulled to within four.
64-60, N. Perzanowski meshed threc charity
tosses und Justene Delman converted both of
her attempts,

“These girls are batlle tested,” Kapral contin-
ued. “They have been there belore and have
always risen to the top.”

While most of the pre-game talk centered on
how 8t. John was going to stop the 1-2 inside
punch of the Lady Blue Devils' Burke and
Headley.

Well, Wamsley and Velkovich held their
own, and then some.

While Burke scored a game-high 27 and
added 10 rebounds and Headley had 17 mark-
ers and i game-high 13 boards, the Lady Irish
duo combined for 31 points und 23 caroms.

“Our post players reaily stepped up,” the
Lady Irish coach noted. “We knew their two
girls inside are really good, but our Kids stepped
up to the challenge today.

“You've gol to give credit 1o Beallsville,”
suid Kapral. “They gave us their best shot and
they are u very good team.”

Wamsley had 23 points und 11 rebounds,
while Velkovich added just six points, but
pulled down o dozen missed shots. Kidder was
charted with five steals, while N. Perzanowski
added 17 points, four steals and four assists,

Tort Jurrett ulso reached double figures for the
Lady Blue Devils with 11 poinls.

Beallsville turned the ball over 21 times, six
more the St. John.

The two teams are back in action Saturday in
Ohio Division IV Sectional Tournament aclion
at Union Local High School. Beullsville tangles
with Shadyside at | p.m., while St. John faces
River at 7 p.m.

Boxscore:

Whesaling Hospitat OVAC
Class A Champlonship
ST. JOHN CENTRAL 71, BEALLSVILLE 66

BEALLSVILLE (65) — Headlay 7 3-4 17, Jarrett 4 1-2
11; Burke B 8-14 27, Amnold 1 1-5 3; Lallathin 1 3-6 5; Fralay 0
0-00; Contas 1 0-0 2; Totals: 23-57 17-31 65. ST. JOHN
CENTRAL (71) — N. Parzanowski 4 7-B 17; K. Perzanowski 3
0-0 6; Wamsley 10 5-B 25; Kiddar 2 1-4 5; Velkovich 3 0-0 8;
Delman 3 2-3 B; Jenkins 2 0-0 4; Totals: 27-77 15-23.

Three-Point Fiak! Qoals: B = Jarrelt 2; SJC—N.
Perzanowski 2

Norti cen he
knorth@timesteaderontine.com

reached at



TIGERS

Continued from page B/

““There were times Lins!
had us and they battled bac
and it was just a great team
victory,

“We were hoping it would-
n't go that Tar, but we {igured
it was going to come down to
winning by just one point, We
have a very good ballelub with
a lot of kids that can score, We
knew it was going to come
down to who was going to be
on top by one,””

For Shadyside, it was one of
those seniors — Jared Andes
— that become the first hero
in the history of the OVAC
Boys® Basketball Champi-
onships.

With the game tied at 57-57
going into the third overtime,
Linsly’s Taylor Cecil got the
scoring started with a bucket,
but Jared Andes connected on
4 3-pointer to put the Tigers
(18-2) up one.

After a C.J. Goodwin bucket
gave Linsly the lead back,
Jared Andes again answered
his counterpart with another 3-
pointer,

Cody Campbell missed g
Jjumper on the other end. Jared
Andes recovered (he ball and
was sent to the line after a
foul,

He knocked down the free
throws to put Shadyside up
four,

Linsly (1 1-7} cut the lead to
one with 2 minute remaining
after 3-pointer by Campbell,

Dylan Kimble was next up
at line and despite stepping to
the line only IS times during
the season, cooly converted
both attempts to stretch the
Tigers' lead to three with 46
seconds left.

Linsiy's last-ditch effort
failed as Campbell’s 3-pointer

was fang and Jared Andes iced
the game with two free throws
~ going 4-for-4 from the foul
line and 2-for-2 from the floor
in the third overtime,

*“Hc stepped it up at the end
and other kids stepped it u
throughout the game.” Coach
Andes said,

For the Cadels, it was anoth-
er heartbreaking loss.

““We play tough teams,””
Linsly coach Mark Dodd said.
““We play a schedule that we
know games are going to go
down to the wire. It builds
charicter. 1've been in (coach-
ing) long enough to know that
some years tiings go your way
and you win by one or two and
other years you just can’t buy
one, just can’t gel lucky.

““Next year, | hape I'm
standing at the same podium
and saying we won three ar
four in overlime and it was one
of those years,"

It didn’t Took like Linsly
would put up much of a fight,
trailing by 10 early. But the
Cadets took their Tirst lead
ntidway into the fourth quarter
on i bucket by Campbell and
ted by three points with 3 min-
utes left,

However. a turnover gave
the Tigers a chance 1o tie the
game and Jared Andes was the
answer, connecting on a 3-
pointer (o even the score 44-
44 with a minute 1o go.

Linsly did plenty of passing
to hold for the last shot, but a
S-second violation with 8.4
seconds to go gave the ball to
the Tigers with a chance to
win,

“We never wand to hold the
ball.” Dodd said, *‘We have a
set where we see if we can get
the corner or a slip in the back

door no matter whether it is
the first dribble into that pos-
session or whether it takes four
or five, *’

Linsly had a foul to give and
took it with .6 remaining on
the clock.

Justin Andes somehow got
behind the defense and caught
the ball for a quick — and
open — layup attempt, but the
ball bounced off the rim and
fell to the court.

“What we did wag the
opposite of when we played
them at home,"* Ed Andes
said. **We set them up for a 3,
but this time we used the back
screen and got the chance for
tfhﬁ layup but # just didn't
a .’I

A pair of free throws
accounted for all the scoring
in the first overtime. Sam
Cecil could have ended the
game with free throws with
1.7 seconds remaining, but the
senior center missed both
shots.

The Cadets jumped out to a
five-point lead in the second
overtime, but the Tigers
received big contributions by
key players — four frec
throws by lared Andes and
two 3-painters from Bitly
Merryman.

Trailing by one at 56-55.
DeMarr Mouiton had the ball
stripped and Justin Andes
went to the line. He made | of
2 1o give Linsly a chance with
7.1 seconds left.

Goodwin drove o the hoop
and connected on a layup at
the buzzer, just getting the
shot off before the clock hit
triple zeroes to prolong the
outcome another 4 minutes,

“*1'd like to congratulate
Shadyside on a weﬁ-played

game,”" Dodd said, *'It was a
great high school basketball
game. The players played their
butts off. There was heart,
intensity, effort, desire, it was
ol there.

"It could equate to the
Final Four in college basket-
ball. Tt was a bunch of men
playing their hearts out and
that is what high school bas-
ketball is all about.

“*The fans in the stands
were treated (Saturday) morn-
ing. I hope they enjoy the rest
of their Saturday, but 1 know
they were treated to a special
game from 10-11:30, We
may have missed some foul
shots, but there was o clutch 3
here or a drive here that
showed the character of our
team.””

Shadyside went I8 of 2]
(85 percent) from the free-
throw line. compared to 9 of"
23 (39 percent) from the
Cadets,

The Tigers were led by
Jared Andes with 25 points,
followed by Merryman with
I5. B.A. Hollowuay with 13,
and Drew Kennon with 10,

Campbell matched Andes
with game-high honors, while
teammate Goodwin chipped in
with 21 points and Moulton
added 0.

mEn
OVAC Tournamant
Class A
- Championship
Shadyside B3, Linsly 64, 207

L — Camphail 10-22 2.5 25, Moulton 4-
10 2-4 19, T.Cecii 2-5 0-1 4, Goodwin 9-
17 3-4 21, S Cecil 1-4 2.6 4, Fahay §-1 0-
00, Milten 0-2 0-0 0, Hilf £-1 6-0 0, Slay-
{on 0-0 0-2 0. Totals 26-62 9-23 64,

3 — Holloway 3-10 6-6 13, Saclowski
0-0 0-0 0, Ja.Andes 6-14 8.8 25, Kannpa
5-7 0-1 10, Marryman 5-17 0-0 15,
Ju.Andes 0-5 1-2 1, Butts 1-1 1.2 3, Kim.
ble 0-2 2-2 2. Totals 20.56 18-21 69,

3-Paint Goals: Camphelt 3: Halloway,
Ja.Andes 5, Marryman &,

Linsly 1MW8 1411211 7 — 54
Shadyside 12 8 14 10 2 11 12 - &8

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

For the better part of the past two years, a comntit-
tee of area basketball coaches, Rick DeLucy and
OVAC Excculive Secretary Tom Rataiczak have met
monthly, scripting the upcoming Wheeling Hospital
OVAC Basketball Championship.

The group met again Friday morning at OVAC
headquarters in Bellaire, but this time it was for real.
The pairings for the championship semifinals as well
as the consolation pool games were put together.

‘'We've been working on this for two years, but
we've been working with pencils, paper and num-
bers, so it’s time to get ready to play some hoops.*
said Deluca, the tournament director who's handled
the OVAC standings for the last several years.

The top four teams in each class qualify for the
championship part of the bracket and those semifinal
games will be held Monday at the higher seed’s
home court. The teams that didn’t gualify for the
chumpionship portion of the tournament had their
two games scheduled for them by the OVAC.

Each team that opted to participate before the sea-
son was asked to leave two open dates because it
wis obviously unpredictable who was going to play
in the championship round.

The schools did this with the understanding that
the OVAC Comntittee would assign the remaining
two games on the regular-season slate and each team
would get a home and away game with travel and
previous matchups considered,

""This 1s like the baby NCAA drawing,™

Rataiczak said. **1 think this committee did a phe-
nomenal job with the pairings and being as fair as
possible. Some people might be critical of (the pair-
ings), but when you have to assign 30 teams two
games it’s tough, so | am really happy with how it
turned out.””

Indian Creek, Marting Feiry, SteubenvilleCatholic
and St. John Central earned the top seeds in the four
classes, respectively, based on their regular-season
averages, Each of the four will play host to a first-
round game.

In Class 4-A, the Redskins will welcome fourth-
seeded Brooke. The other semifinal pits second-
seeded John Marshall against the third-seeded Edi-
son Wildeats, ,

The Purple Riders of Martins Ferry High Schoul
— already winners of the Buckeye 8 Championship
~ will begin their quest for thé OVAC title when
rival St. Clairsville visits the Purple Palace at the
newly opened Tolbert Gymnasium.

The other game in Class 3-A finds third-seeded
Barnesville, which used a flurey of victories down
the stretch to even crack the tép four, traveling to
meet Wheeling Central.

The race for the banner in 2-A should be extreme-
ty competitive. Top-seeded Steubenville Catholic
will entertain fourth-seeded Frontier. The other
matchup will serve as the thicd meeting of the cam-
paign between Monroe Central, the two seed. and
Buckeye Trail, the third seed. The Seminoles have
already faid clim to the Pioneer Valley Conference
Championsiip. :

JVAC Girls’ Hoops Pairings Set

St. John Central comes in as the top seed in the
tournament and owns & 16-1 mark. The Irish will
meet fourth-seeded Valley in Bellaire on’ Monday
night.

%I‘he other matchup in 1-A is the third meeting
between second-seeded Beallsville and third-seeded
Bridgeport. The Lady Blue Devils won both meet-
ings in the regular season, _

“‘I think we've got some great matclups coming
into the semifinals,”” Del.uca said. **I think hased on
the teams in the semifinals no matter who wins,
we’re guaranteed four good games in the finals, "

The four OVAC Championship games will be
held Saturday, Feb. 2 at the Health and Physical
Education Center on the campus of Ohio University-
Eastern in St. Clairsville in three-hour windows,
starting with the Class 1-A game at 10 a.m,

““It's going to be an eXxciting tournament,”’
Rataiezak said. *‘I think it*s a matter of whoever
shows up to play on a given nmight,”

The losers of their semifinal games won’t lose out
on games either. The consolation final will be played
at the higher seed’s court on Wednesday evening,
but uccording to tournament officials. schools

- reserve the right to play those on Thursday along

with the remainder of thé games.
Notes
The cost of admission for the semifinal, pool and
consolation games are set by the home school. How-
ever, the OVAC Championship Games will cost $6
for adults and $4 for students with OVAC passes
being the only ones accepted for admission,




OVAC Basketball
“Championships

Monarchs upend
top-seeded
Patriots, 67-58

By RICK THORP
: Staff Writer i

When John Marshall’s gnme against Magno-
lia was posiponed last Friday, Monarchs coach
Bill Storm thought it was the best thing that
could have happened to his team.

And it had nothing to do with the Blue
Eagles.

“We were tired,’’ he said. **We’d had three,
three-game weeks in a row. I sent them home.
We didn’t even practice. All we did was 1ift.

““Then we came out (Monday) and had a
great practice. [ think we got our legs back.”

The Monarchs certainly looked rejuvenated
Tuesday night, as they contrelled the final peri-
od in handing top-seeded Wheeling Park a 67-
58 defeat in the semifinals of the Wheeling
Hospital OVAC Boys Basketball Champi-
onships at Wheeling Park High School.

The victory vaulted John Marshall into Sat-
urday's Class AAAA championship game
against Indian Creek, a 54-49 winner against
Weir in Tuesday's other semifinal tilt.

John Marshall {11-6) against Indian Creek
appears to be the match-up of choice in this
first season for OVAC boys and girls tourna-
ments, The Redskins defeated the Monarchs in
last weekend’s girls’ title tilt.

“*We told the players ail along that we were

not a reward for finishing first in the OVAC,"”" -

Storm said inside a jubilant JM locker room.

“*Our guys wanted to play them as we
looked at the standings the past few weeks. It's
funny. That’s who they wanted to play. They
got it. And it worked out well for them.”

It was the second victory of the season for
the Monarchs in three meetings against Park
(13-4}, The two teams could meet for a fourth
time if John Marshall defeats Brooke in a sec-
tional semifinal contest.

“They made some plays down the streich
and obviously got to the foul line more than we
did,”” Patriots coach Michael Jebbia said.

John Marshall was 23 of 31 from the free-
throw line, while Park was 1| of 16,

The contest was a nip and tuck affair through
the first three quarters, with John Marshall
clinging to a 42-41 lead after 24 minutes,

But with its first shot of the final quarter,
John Marshall’s Jeremy Hays buried a 3-point
bucket from the left wing that gave the visitors
a four-point lead and the momentum.

**He went in and knocked down that 3 and
had an old-fashioned three-point play later in

John Marshall's Travis Whitfield (11) fights for the ball with Wheelin
Guckert, while Patriots Mark Jarrett (34) and Bobby Wheeler (3) lock on.

al photos at cu.theintelligencer.net.

the guarter,”’ Storm said of the moment he
started to see the tide turning in his team’'s
favor.

Hays’ bucket brought the Marshall County
crowd to their feet. And after Travis Whitfield
made | of 2 free throws to make the score 46-
41, the John Marshall fans had more to cheer
about when Kylen Whipp scored his only buck-
et of the game to cap a 6-0 run and make the
score 48-4 1.

Storm was pleased to see so many bench
players provide key minutes. He was also
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Park's Brad
iew addition-

huPpy the players that were “‘sick’" showed ihe
effort they did.

““That’s been the case all season.”” Storm
said. *‘Everyone has contributed something,
I’m just happy these kids were rewarded.’

D' JThae Jackson stemmed the tide with a free
throw with 6:01 left that made the score 48-
42, '

It was just Jacksen’s third point of the game
ns he only played 9 minutes due to foul trouble.

Piease See MONARCHS, Puge 17

Martins
Ferry's Tony
Sabatino
locks to get
around the
defense of
Whealing
Central's
Cody Koehler
dur:r_llg action -
uesday
night in
Martins Ferry.
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Wheeling Central coach

Knights UpSet Pu\rple' Riders

crown.
The Purple Riders, meanwhile,

Mel dropped to 14-5 in absorbing their ini-

Stephens was unsure his Maroon
Knights were going to qualify for the
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball
Championships.

The Knights slipped into the fourth-
seed slot just ahead of Union Local in
the pairings announced Sunday. Central
made the most of that opportunity Tues-
day night, ousting top-seeded and
homestanding Martins Ferry by a 53-45
count at Tolbert Gymnasium. ,

As a result, the Maroon Knights
improved (o 10-6 and will take on St.
Clairsville, a two-point winner against
Magnolia in Tuesday’s other 3-A semi-
final, at 4 p.m. Saturday at Ohio Uni-
versity-Eastern for the conference

tial foss in the Tolbert Gymnasium.
Coach Jeff Sabatino’s charges will play
host to Magnolia in Friday night’s con-
solation tilt.

“‘We were a little surprised when we
got into the field,”” Stephens said. **We
thought we were goin§ 10 finish behind
Union Local just out of the money.

““Our kids played extremely well.
Ferry has a super team and has been
playing very well. Coach Sab always
prepares his team well. But we are
3xc1ted to be playing for the title Satur-

ay. ,
**The OVAC Championship Tourna-
ment is long overdue.””

Please See KNIGHTS, Puge 16




