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OVAC Hoop Tourney 
opens this evening 
• St. John, Beallsville, Monroe, Ferry all hosting semifinal games 

By SETH STASKEY 
llmes Leader Sports Edi~or 

There's been girls basketball being 
played in the Ohio Valley for quite 
sometime. 

However, when teams take to the 
court tonight, there will be new ground 
broken. 

The inaugural OV AC Wheeling 
Hospital Girls Basketball Tournament 

• kicks off this evening around the confer
ence with championship semifinal 
matchups as well as the first set of pool 
consolation games. 

The championship semifinalists were 
bracketed based on their place in the 
final OV AC standings of the season with 
the top two seeds hosting tonight's 
games. 

The remainder of the teams were 
assigned to games arbitrailary by the 

OV AC Committee. The winners of the 
semifinal games will next see action 
Saturday at Ohio University Eastern in 
the OV AC Championship Game. The 
losers of the semifinals are scheduled to 
play consolation games on Wednesday at 
the higher seeds' courts and the 

came in its first game of 2008 at the 
hands of third-seeded Beallsville. 

The Lady Irish are the defending 
Class A champions and all told own 13 
conference banners in girls' hoops. 

remainder of the pool games are r--
8
--e---, 

slated for Thursday. e 

"We are excited about the new 
OV AC Tournament," said Lady 
Irish head coach Bubba Kapral 
who owns seven of those titles 
on his resume. "The Final Four 
setup brings a new dimension to 
conference basketball. We are 
also happy to be top-seeded in 
Class A as it brings us an oppor

The championship game Complete 
schedule has been set at Class A Pairings on 
(10 a.m.); Class 2-A (1 p.m.); Page 84 
Class 3-A (4 p.m.) and Class 4- L------' 
A (7 p.m.). There will be no 
reserve games on the day of the champi
onship, but all other games, including 
tonight, are scheduled to have jayvee 
tilts. 

In Class 1-A, St. John Central is the 
top seed. The athletic Lady Irish come 
into the tournament with a strong 16-1 
mark. The lone setback for the Green 

tunity to play a school that we have 
never competed against." 

That school Kapral is talking about is 
Valley, which qualified as the fourth • 
seed. The Lumberjills are currently 9-5 
on the season. 

See, OVAC, Page 82 
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"Valley has had a nice sea
son, and I expect them to be a 
worthy foe in the Greenhouse 
tonight," Kapral continued. 

The other semifinal game is 
slated for Monroe County. The 
aforementioned Lady Blue 
Devils of Beallsville High 
School will welcome 
Bridgeport for the second time 
in a week and meet them for 
the third time of the season. 

"I think the tournament is a 
good t)ling, and it's something 
we've needed for a while," 
said Beallsville head coach 
Terry Jarrett who owns three 
of the four OVAC girls' hoop 
titles that hang in the Blue 
Devils' gymnasium. "This is 
going to give the girls an early 
taste of the tournament atmos
phere and you know you have 
to go out and play well." 

As for playing the Lady 
Bulldogs who come in with a 
I 0-8 mark for the third time, 
Jarrett knows all about the 
cliche that accompanies that 
situation. 

"We've heard the saying 
that it's tough to beat a team 
three times," Jarrett said. 
"Bridgeport played us tough 
both times we've played, and 
they do some things really 
well. We'll have to go out 
ready for whatever they might 
throw at us." 

In Class 2-A, Steubenville 
Central earned the top seed 
thanks to a 13-4 regular season 
under the direction of head 
coach Kevin Barr. 

The Lady Crusaders -
who boast six OV AC titles 
already - will open the quest 
for number seven this evening 
against fourth-seeded Frontier, 
which qualified with a 13-4 
mark. 

Two of the area's premier 
small-school players will be 
involved tonight with SCC's 
Ginny Petties going up against 
Frontier's Mallory Hoff. 

In the other semifinal, red
hot Monroe Central earned the 
second seed and will meet 
third-seeded and fellow PVC 

entrant Buckeye Trail. 
The Lady Seminoles swept 

the Lady Warriors during the 
regular season. Monroe Central 
(15-3) has never won an 
OV AC title in girls' hoops. 
Buckeye Trail (13-5) owns 
two, including last year's 2-A 
title. 

In Class 3-A, another red
hot team resides as Martins 
Ferry - winners of nine in a 
row - earned the top seed and 
will host Buckeye 8 rival St. 
Clairsville this evening. 

The Lady Riders are 14-4 
on the season and have already 
wrapped up their first-ever 
Buckeye 8 title. They are now 
seeking their fifth OV AC hoop 
crown. They last won the con
ference in 2002. 

"We've been playing well," 
said Ferry head coach Dave 
Reasbeck. "Whal we've done 
up until this point means noth
ing (Monday). We just have to 
keep our level of play where 
it's been the past couple of 
weeks." 

This marks the third time 
the Lady Red Devils and Lady 
Riders have met this winter. 
Martins Ferry was a decisive 
winner in the first meeting, but 
had to scratch and claw out a 
victory at the Tolbert 
Gymnasium a few weeks ago. 

"We're looking forward to 
the tournament," said St. C. 
head coach Mickey Blatnik. 
"We got handled pretty good 
against Ferry the first time, but 
played them a lot tougher the 
second time. We know they've 
been playing well, but we're 
excited about the chance to go 
down there and play them 
again." 

St. Clairsville is the owner 
of five OV AC titles and have 
won two of the past three 
crowns in Class 3-A. 

The other semifinal finds 
third-seeded Barnesville ( 10-

. 7) making the trip to Wheeling 
to meet the Lady Maroon 
Knights who own a 12-3 mark. 

The Lady Shamrocks didn't 
even know if they'd make it 

going into the final week 
before the cut-off, but a flurry 
of victories and some outside 
help lifted Coach Jamie 
Carpenter's outfit to the third 
seed. 

"I think having the tourna
ment is . a great idea," 
Carpenter explained. 
"Everyone plays a different 
schedule, so this way you get 
to determine the true champi
on." 

Barnesville and Wheeling 
Central don't meet in too many 
sports too often, so making the 
trip to Central is something 
different for the Lady 
Shamrocks. 

"I haven't seen Wheeling 
Central, but I've talked to 
some people who have and we 
know they can shoot it," 
Carpenter explained. "We just 
have to play our game offen
sively. We'll have to rebound 
and defend well. Our kids are 
excited about this opportuni
ty." 

In Class 4-A, Indian Creek 

pocketed the top seed thanks t6 
a brilliant regular season and a 
mark of 15-3. The Lady 
Redskins reward is a date with 
Brooke, which is currently 8-8 
on the season. 

The other big-school semifi
nal finds third-seeded Edison 
making the trip south to Glen 
Dale to meet second-seeded 
John Marshall. The Lady 
Wildcats finished 9-9 on the. 
season, while the Lady 
Monarchs are currently I 0-6, 
but they've lost two in a row. 

Coach Stan Blankenship -, 
who won't coach tonight due 
to a suspension after he was 
ejected from a loss to Martins 
Ferry some nine days ago -
owns nine OV AC titles. 
Brooke has won the conference 
pennant six times, while 
Edison has just one title. Indian 
Creek has yet to win the title. 

Staskey can be reached at 
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.co 
111 



Friday, 
February 1 , 2008 

T·L Photo/KIM NORTH 
POSING WITH the OVAC 3-A Championship Trophy th~t 
will be presented to the winner following Saturdays 
Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball_Championshlp Game 
at Ohio University-Eastern are Martins Ferry head coa~h 
Dave Reasbeck (left) and Barnesville head coach Jamie 
Carpenter. 

Wheeling Hospital 
OVAC Basketball 
Championship didn't 
happen overnight 

From the 
Press Box 

By 
Seth 
Staskey 

~ Times Leader 
•- Sports Editor 

In less than 24 hours, we'll 
know who the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference girls' bas
ketball champions are for the 
2007-08 season. 

And all of the decisions will 
be made right where they 
should be ... on the court. 

There are no point systems 
or talk of schedules. It's all 
about who shows up Saturday 
at Ohio University Eastern's 
Health and Physical Education 
Center to determine who will 
pocket the hardware and ban
ner as the Inaugural winners of 
the Wheeling Hospital OV AC 
Basketball Championship. 

While it may have taken a while to get to_ thi_s_point w_here it's 
decided on the court, one thing's for certmn 1t s defimtely the 
w~~~~. . 

The idea crnne across OV AC Executive WANT MORE? 
Secretary Tom Rataiczak's desk shortly 
after the membership of the conferenc~ sh?! 
down the idea of mandatory s~hedulmg m 
the sport of football. . 

Even though it didn't work for one maJor 
sport, Rataiczak and company "."ent back to 
the drawing board and began thmkmg about 
a basketball tournrnnent. . '-----~ 

"This idea goes clear back to the lime . . 

See the special 
supplement 
inside today's 
edition with full 
previews on all 
four title game. 

when teams were getting beat out for the OV AC Chrnnp10nsh1p 
by fractions of points," Rataiczak said during a phone conversa
tion "The frustration level was there because you had teams 
win~ing who might not have played other teams ~d we always 
had that issue in basketball more than other sports. . 

So,.Rataiczak enlisted the help of area basketball coaches and 
polled them on their thoughts on :Vhether or n~t they would_ be 
interested in doing this and once 1t was met with a resounding 
acceptance, he took the idea and results of what the coaches had 
to say to the athletic directors. . 

"We gave (the athletic directors) an idea of what the schedule 
would look like and told them about it and they approved the 
'dea" Rataiczak said. "We had the basic concept worked out 
kfo;.., we went to the athletic directors." . 

After that the proposal was mailed to every boys and g,rls 
coach as well as the athletic director and allowed them to offer 

See, OVAC, Page C2 

Our Opinion 

Cheers & Jeers 
JEERS to /he I 8 students arr~sted as a r~sult of _a classroom fight in 

Cleveland. ft s too bad they don t d,rect the,r energies toward acquiring 
knowledge. 

CHEERS to those who cheer - at the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference Cheerin1e Competition - and those who work at this gigan
tic event with a spectal cheer to the St. Clairsville Red Devils and 
the Monroe Central Seminoles for winning first-place titles. 

CHEERS lo DNA _e.vidence as recent happenings have proven it 
helps to convict the guilty and to exonerate the innocent. 

CHEERS to Library Lovers· Month being observed in February as it 
focuses on a faciltty of untold value. Today's libraries have much more 
,\han books, but it's.good to remember the words of Thomas Carlyle: 
_Blessings upon Cadmus, the Phoenicians, or whoever ii was that 
mvented books." . 

~ CHEERS To the Martins Ferry School Bus driver #8. This woman 
goe~ o~t of her way t'! keep trnffi~ flowing nicely on U.S. 250 every 

morning by safely pulling off the side of the road and letting traffic pass 
her. We all thank you. 

CHEERS lo Rick DeLuca and Tom Rataiczak and their committee 
for putti~g together the OV AC basketball Championships. Cheers ulso 
to Wheeling Hospital for its sponsorship of the event. 
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T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY PICTURED IS the committee for the Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball Championship. Sitting, from left, are director Rick Deluca, Ron Smyth (Edison girls), Nikki Caln (former Magnolia girls coach), Rick lsaly (River girls), Fred King (Paden City boys) and Mark Masloski (Steubenville boys). Back row, from left, are Ron White, Bubba Kapral (St. John girls), Chris Pack (Barnesville boys), OVAC Executive Secretary Tom Ratalczak and George Vargo (Weirton Madonna). Absent was Donnie Madzia (Harrison Central/QUE Men). 
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up any suggesslions and after a couple 
rounds of exchanging of ideas an official 
ballot was mailed to the principals asking 
for formal approval. • 

"Every school got to vote," Ratajczak 
sa.id. "We told the schools ahead of time 
that a ballot that wasn't returned would be 
counted as a 'yes' vote." 

Well after the ballots were counted, the 
idea had passed and it was official, the 
OV AC would crown its champions 
through a tournament style for hoops 
much like it does in the sports of baseball 
and softball. 

While the tournament was in place, 
there was still much to do before getting 
to the point, the OVAC will be come 
Saturday morning at IO a.m. when St. 
John Central and Beallsville meet for the 
1-A title. 

"We wanted to make sure we worked 
all of the bugs out before we started this," 
Rntalczak confirmed. "We could have 
probably done il in 2007, but it would 
have been tough." 

Selecting a venue for the games was 
also n big decision. The main choices in 
the immediate area are WesBanco Arena 
in Wheeling. the McDonough Center at 
Wheeling Jesuit and the Health and 
Physical Education Center al Ohio 
University-Eastern. 

"We looked at all of the choices," 
Rataicznk said. "The biggest problem was 
the fact that the dates for this could 
change yearly because of when the Ohio 
sectionals fall. OUE was able to guarantee 
us the dates we needed each year and 
were willing lo arrange their schedule 
based on us.'' 

Now that the measure had passed. the 
venue was set and it was time to get down 
to the nity-grity of planning out the finer 
details of the event and all that goes into 
an undertaking of this size, Rataiczak 
needed to find a director. 

"It hit me right now that Rick Deluca 
would be the perfect guy to chair this 
thing," Rataicznk said. "He does nil of the 
football, volleyball, basketball and base
ball standings, so who would know the 
ratings better than him. He's done a 
tremendous job of getting things ready for 
this and taking care of small details that 
might slip our minds and he works really 
well with the commillee." 

Now with a director in pince. an event 
or this magnitude certainly wasn 'I going 
to be pulled off by just Deluca and 
Rataiczak. So. they sent letters to every 
boys and girls coach in the conference, 
inviting them to be on the committee. 

The group that's been together for the 
durJtion includes: Chris Pack (Barnesville 
huys). George Vargo (Madonna boys) 

Fred King (Paden City boys), Donnie 
Madzia (Harrison Central/QUE men), 
Mark Masloski (Steubenbille boys), Rick 
lsaly (River girls), Nikki Caln (former 
coach of Magnolia girls). Bubba Kapral 
(St. John girls) and Ron Smyth (Edison 
girls). 

"I can't say enough about the work of 
this committee,'' Ratalczak said. "This 
group is so willing to listen to each other 
and works so well together. They have 
exchanged ideas, modified ideas to make 
this come to frution. Very rarely had 
someone demanded that their school get 
this or boys and girls gel this." 

So this committee - spearheaded by 
Deluca - went to work for the belier 
part of the past two years making 
Saturday and next week's boys tourna
ment a reality for hoop junkies in the area. 

Everything - outside of editing the 
actual rule book - was determined by the 
committee. Whether or not it was a matter 
of how to schedule games for the teams 
who don't make the tournament or how 
the advance tickets would be handled to 
who would work the pass gate and how 
the money would be divided up amongst 
the participating schools. 

"I am impressed with the integrity of 
this committee," Rataiczak said. "You 
have u tough time picking out the girls 
and boys coaches if you didn't know 
them. fl' s been just amazing to watch how 
well the committee has worked with Rick 
and Rick with the committee." 

The committee has worked diligently 
for the ·past two-plus years to make sure 
that Saturday and next week goes off 
without a hitch, but they won't be alone 
Saturday when ii comes to running the 
show at OUE. 
The number of volunteers and workers 
that will arrive to help in anyway possible 
from taking tickets lo monitoring the hos
pitality room to working the scorer's table 
arc as important to the success of the 
event as anything. 

"We had very little ti:ouble in finding 
people who wanted to be involved and 
help out anyway they could," Rataiczak 
said. "If we were asking them for two 
Saturdays in the summer or around 
Christmas it might have been different. 
We're hoping we can build a loyally base 
of workers and have them come back each 
year like the wrestling tournament does." 

Keep in mind when you are in the 
building whether it be Saturday or next 
week for the boys' finals, that this is the 
first tournament. While Deluca, 
Rataiczak and the committee are confident 
knowing they have yet to leave a stone 
unturned in the planning of this. there 
could still be bugs in the system. 

However, it's safe to say that when the 
committee reconvenes. everything will be 
broke down and looked at for 2009 and 
this product will get only better and better. 

"So many good things can come out of 
this:· Rataiczak said. "There are always 
going to be some inconveniences for the 
schools. but to parnphrnse a local basket
ball coach, 'it's not I or me. but us and 
we.' We have to look at what's good for 
all 46 schools. We also look al what's 
good for basketball in the valley and this 
is it." 

Here's hoping everyone comes nut 
Saturday and checks out exciting girls' 
basketball action. It's going to be a great 
event with some great action. There's 
been too much lime poured into it for to 
be anything short of a huge success. 

OVAC NOTES 
• FANS ARE being reminded that tick

ets at the gate will cost $6 and the gym 
will be cleared between sessions, meaning 
il will take four tickets to watch all four 
games. 

• THERE will also be a $2 charge for 
parking and all fans are being encouraged 
to take exit 21 3 off 1- 70 onto State Rt. 
33 I to the OUE campus. Parking is some
what limited. but fans having to park in 
the Shannon Hall lot are also reminded 
that a shuttle compliments of Whiteside', 
will be running continuously throughout 
the dat. 

• THE SCHEDULE for the games is as 
follows Saturday. t 0 a.m. - 1-A (St. 
John vs. Beallsville): I p.m. - 2-A 
(Steubenville Catholic vs. Monroe 
Central): 4 p.m. - 3-A (Martins Ferry 
vs. Barnesville): 7 p.m. - 4-A (Indian 
Creek vs. John Marshall). 

• THE BOYS finals are slated for Feb. 
9 and will use the same time schedule as 
above. However. before plans can be 
made for next week. the hays brackets 
have to be set. Tonight is the cut-off for 
the OV AC standings for boys to deter
mine the lop four in each class. The brack
ets for the boys' tournament will be set 
Sunday morning. 

• THE TIMES LEADER will obvious
ly be on hand for all eight championship 
games in the Wheeling Hospital OV AC 
Basketball Championship. If you can't 
attend the games live, but would like to 
follow the nctinn, this writer will be blog
ging between the games. Complete pho
tography and coverage of both weekends 
will be included in Sunday's editions. 
Also, inside of today's edition you'll find 
a 16-page tab devoted lo the girls' finals 
nnd u similar version will be printed next 
week for the boys. 

Staskev ca11 he reached nt 
JS/askr., 1@ii,11eslelu( tn,nli ne ,CfJ/11 



Inaugural OVAC Hoop To.urney drawing closer 
• Girls finals slated for Feb. 2; Boys to play 
on Feb. 9 at Ohio University-Eastern 
By JIM ELLIOTT 
For The Times Leader 

Rick DeLuca is someone who 
believes championships should be 
decided on the field. 

A longtime contributor 
to the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference, 
DeLuca says ratings 
champions are rarely 
worth the paper on 
which they are print
ed. 

So when the con
ference decided using 
basketball standings 
and computer points to 
detennine a champion was a 
somewhat flawed method and want
ed to move toward a playoff format, 
DeLuca jumped at the chance to 
preside over the festivities. 

After two years of implementa
tion, the Inaugural Wheeling 
Hospital/OVAC Boys' and Girls' 
Basketball Championships are less 
than three weeks away, with 

DeLuca reporting all of the 
details are in place after a 

lot of hard work was 
done by a lot of hard
working people. 

"We're to the 
point where we're 
ready to go." 
DeLuca said during 
an afternoon ne\vs 

conference at 
Wheeling Hospital on 

Thursday. "All we need 
now is a couple of ball teams 

to come in and play." 
The pairings for this aggressive 

undertaking will be set Friday, Jan. 
See, OVAC, Page B2 

PREPARING FOR the 
upcoming OVAC 
Basketball Toumamenl 
were these committee 
members and sponsors. 
From left are director 
Rick Deluca, OVAC 
President Dianna 
Vargo, Dr. Angelo 
Georges of chief spon
sor Wheeling Hospital 
and OVAC Executive 
Secretary Tom 
Rataiczak. Additional 
images may.be found at 
cu.timesleaderonllne.co 

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 



Photo by Scott McCloskeyi 

Bellaire St. John's Kylie Kidder prepares to shoot during 
her team's game against Valley on Monday. 

eOVAC-------
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25 for the girls and Sunday, 
Feb. ·3 for the boys. 

The finals will take place on 
the campus of Ohio University 
Eastern. For the girls, that date 
is Saturday, I;eb 2, and for the 
boys it's Saturday, Feb. 9. 
Time; for those games -· both 
boys and girls - are IO am., 
I p.m., 4 p.m., and 7 p.m., 
with Class A leading off, fol
lowing consecutively through 
ClassAAAA. 

more clear view of how the 
event will take shape, 
Rataiczak also unveiled a logo 
for the event. 

"We are attempting to 
design separate identities f?r 
our all-star and champt0nsh1p 
meets that will serve as trade
marks of that event each year. 
Tlirough the creation of that 
logo, each event will be easily 
recognized by our sponsor and 
fan'' 

"I believe in a couple of 
years, this is going to be one of 
the biggest things the confer
ence sponsors,'.' said Tom 
Rataiczak, executive secretary 
oftheOVAC. 

Speaking of sponsors, offi
cials from Wheeling Hospital 
expressed a great deal of satis
faction in having their name 
attached to the event. 

"Wneeling Hospital is 
proud to be the title sponsor of 
the inaugural basketball cham
pionships and the official med
ical provider to _th~ OVAS" 
said Ronald L. Vt0h, Wheehng 
Hospital chief executive offi
cer. "Youth athletics is 3: key 
building block for developm_g a 
positiv.e mindset t~ last a hfe
time - physical, fitness, team
work. dedication and more. 

"We're pleased to be able to 
contribute to the physical· and 
mental development of so 
many area boys and girls.': 

In 11ddition to presentmg a 

A total of eight champi
opship games will be played 
on those back-to-back 
Saturdays, with the proceeds of 
the event divided 20 ways; 
Sixteen of the shares will go 
toward the participating 
schools, two will go to the con
ference, and two will go Into a 
contingency fund towar_d 
future basketball champi
onships in the event of poor 
weather or other uncontrollable 
forces. 

Along with all of that came 
this message from OV AC 
President Dianna Vargo:"We 
hope you and the entire Ohio 
Valley enjoy OVAC February 
Madness." 
Notes 

For the finals, the times are 
spaced 3 hours apart to allow 
time for the gym to be emptied 
and to ease the burden on traf
fic and parking ... Ticket prices 
for all games will be $6 for 
adults and $4 for children. 

• 

No More Paper Champs 
OV AC ready to crown its 
hoops champs on court 

By JIM ELLIOTT 
Assistant Sports Editor 

Rick DeLuca is someone who believes cham
pionships should be decided on the field. A 
longtime contributor to the Ohio Valley Athlet
ic Conference, DeLuca says ratings champions 
are rarely worth the paper on which they are 
printed. • 

So when the conference decided using basket
ball standings and computer points to deter
mine a champion was a somewhat flawed 
method nnd wanted to move toward a playoff 
format, DeLuca jumped at the chance to pre
side over the festivities. 

After two years of implementation, the Inau
gural Wheeling Hospital/OV AC Boys' and 
Girls' Basketball Championships are less than 
three weeks away, with De Luca reporting all of 
the details are in place after a lot of hard work 
was done by a lot of hard-working people. 

.. We're to the point where we're ready to 
go," DeLuca said during an afternoon news 
conference at Wheeling Hospital on Thursday 
afternoon. "All we need now is a couple of ball 

Photo by Settr Staskey 

OVAC Executive Director Tom Rataiczak 
speaks Thursday afternoon at a news con
ference at Wheeling Hospital. 

teams to come in and play.'' 
The pairin~s for this aggressive undertaking 

will be set Fnday, Jan. 25 for the girls and Sun-
s11onsors," said Tom Rataiczak, executive 
director of the OV AC. 

day, Feb. 3 for the boys. . 
The finals will take place on the campus of 

Ohio University Eastern. For the girls, that date 
is Saturday, Feb 2, and for the boys, it's Satur
day, Feb. 9. Times for those games - both 
boys and girls - are IO am., I p.m., 4 p.m., 
and 7 p.m., with Class A leading off, following 
consecutively through Class AAAA. 

Speaking of sponsors, officials from Wheeling• 
Hospital expressed a great deal of satisfaction 
in having their name attached to the event. 

"Wheeling Hospital is proud to be the title 
sponsor of the inauiural basketball champi
onships and the officml medical provider to the 
OV AC," said Ronald L. Violi, Wheeling Hos
pital chief executive officer. 

"I believe m a couple of years, this is going to 
be one of the biggest thmgs the conference 

Paper 
( Continued rrom Page 17) 

"Youth athletics is a key 
buildin& block for developing 
a positl\'e mindset to last a 
lifetime - physical fitness. 
teamwork. dedication and 
more. We're pleased to be 
able to contribute to the physi
cal and mental development 
of so many area boys and 
girls." 

In addition to presenting a 
more clear view of how the 
event will take shape. 
Rataiczak also unveiled a logo 
for the event. 

"We are attempting to 
design separate identities for 
our all-star and championship 
meets that will serve as trade
marks of that event each year. 
Through the creation of that 
logo. each event will be easily 
recoenized by our sponsor and 
fan." 

A total of 16 championship 
games will he played on those 
back-to-back Saturdays. with 
the proceeds of the event 
divided 20 ways. 

Sixteen of the shares will go 
toward the participating 
schools. two will go to the 
conference. and two will go 
into a contingency fund 
toward future basketball 
championships in the event of 
poor weather or other uncon
trollable forces. 

Along with all of that came 

Please See PAPER, Page I 8 

this message from OV AC 
President Dianna Varco: 

"We hope you and the entire 
Ohio Valley enjoy OV AC 
February Madness ... 

••• Notes 
For the finals. the times are 

spaced 3 hours apart to allow 
time for the gym to be emp
tied and to ease the burden on 
traffic and parking ... Ticket 
prices for al games will be $6 
for adults and $4 for children. 

·Key dates for the Inaugural Wheel
ing Hospltal/OVAC Boys' and Glrls' 
Baske!ban Champloosh1ps: 
Jan. 24 - Cul-off date for gills (will 
Include games that nighl), 
Jan. 25 - Basketball committee 
meeting to determine girls' palringS. 
Jan. 2a, 31 - Glos' consolation pool 
games. 
Jan. 28 - Girls' semlllnals. 
Jan. 30 - Girls' lh!rd-plm:e games. 
Jan. 30 - Mandatory coach·s meet
Ing at 11 a.m, at QUE. Pre-sale Hck
ats informalklnal packets will be dis
tributed. 
Feh 1 - Cut--oH date for boys (will 
lnch.Jde games Iha! nklhl). 
Feb 2, - Girls playoff championship 
linals (llmea are 10 a.m., 1 p.m., 4 
pm., and 7 p.m., with Class A laad· 
Ing olf, lollowing conseculively 
lhfough Class AAAA). 
Feb. 3 - Basketball committee 
meeUng to determine boys' pairings. 
Feb, 5, 8 - Boys' consooi.tian pool 
games. 
Feb. 5 - Boys' semUinals. 
Feb, 6 - Mandalol)' conch's meal• 
Ing at 11 a.m. at QUE. Pre-sale tick
ets lnlonnatlooal pad(ets will be dis
tr1buled. 
Feb. 0 - Boys th1rd-ptace games. 
Feb. 9 - Boys playoff champKlnshlp 
linals (same starting times and pro
cedure as girls). 



OVAC Girls' Basketball Tournament 

Photo by Mike Hughes 
Barnesville's Erica Welch, left, gets a 
hand on a shot attempt by Wheeling 
Central's Val Palmer during their game 
Monday at Wheeling. 

Rocks 
Put Away 
Knights 
Barnesville seals victory 
at the free-throw line 

By JIM ELLIOTT 
W.Va. Sports Editor 

Rarely has Wheeling Central coach Penn . 
Kurtz watched the last four minutes of a bas
ketball game with a more defenseless feeling 
than the one he had Monday night during 
what proved to be a W-40 Barnesville victo
ry on the Mnroon Knights' floor. 

When these Shamrocks get a big lead, it's 
over. 

Barnesville (11-6), 
which shoots 72 per
cent from the free
throw line, made 26 
of 33 free throws, 
including 12 of 12 in 
·the fourth quarter on 
its way to pulling off 
one of the first 
"upsets" in .OVAC 
girls' basketball tour-

■ Barnesville 
will face Mar
tins Ferry In 
the Class AAA 
final at 4 p.m. 
on Saturday at 
OU Eastern 

nament history. The Shamrocks came in as 
the No. 3 seed; Wheeling Central was the 
second seed, 

"It was impressive," Kurtz said of the 
Shamrocks' performance. 

Chelsey Keylor was 6 for 6 from the free
throw line - all in the fourth quarter - to 

• help build upon one of the most astonishing 
seasons at the free-throw line the Ohio Val
ley has ever seen. 

She's missed only once this season in 
more than 60 attempts. 

When you' re down 1 8, as Central was at 
the 4-minute mark of the fourth quarter, and 
Keylor's holding the ball, your choices are 
limited. 

Nonexistent, really. 
'·'We s~end n lot of time on free-throw 

shooting,' Barnesville coach Jamie Carpen-
ter said. • 

He said he has his players do drills 
designed to fatigue them, then he sticks tl1em 
on the free-throw line to practice shooting 
with wobbly legs. 

It looks to be a particularly good idea with 
this Shamrocks team, as just one of their 4 7 
shots was attempted by someone who did 
not start the game, a second-quarter 3-point
er by Mariah Miller that was wide of the 
mark. • 

Please See ROCKS, Page 14 

Photo by Mike Hughes 
John Marshall's Alexis Brinkman (20) goes In for a layup as Edison's Kaitlin Blake (30), 
and Adrian McEwen look on during their OVAC Class AAAA semlflnal game Monday at 
Glen Dale. View additional photos at cu.theintel/igencer.net. 

JM Moves On 
Balance key 
for Monarchs 
against Edison 

By SHAWN RINE 
Ohio Sports Editor 

The sideline demeanor 
and the end result were the 
same, About the only things 
different were the shirt and 
tie. 

Assistant Mark 
McCormick, subbing for 
suspended head coach Stan 
Blankenship, \'icked up his 
first career v ctor~ as the 
John Marshall girls basket
ball team held off Edison for 
a 71-60 victory Monday 
night at John Marshall High 
School, in an OV AC Tour
nament Class AAAA semifi-

nal. 
The second-seeded Mon

archs (11-6) will face top 
seed Inpian Creek in the 
inaugural conference cham
pionship game, which we be 
held at 7 p.m. Saturday on 
the campus of Ohio Umver
sity Eastern. Indian Creek 
knocked off Brooke, 49-39. 

John Marshall threatened 
to blow this. one open on 
several occasions, prompt
ing Edison coach Ron 
Smyth to call a timeout to 
scold his team midway 
throui;h the third quarter. 
The gist of the conversation 
was the Wildcats could 
either fight for an OV AC 
Championship, or simply go 
get back on the bus. 

''We made some mis
takes, but I've never been 
prouder of a team's effort," 

■ John Marshall will play 
Indian Creek In the OVAC 
Class AAAA final al 7 
p.m. Saturday at OU 
Eastern 

Smyth said, "A lot of them 
were unforced errors, but I 
won tt for u second question 
the effort." 

Trailing by double digits 
in the fourth, Edison was 
forced to foul. 

Sometimes that approach 
- remember, the Wildcats 
had no other choice -
works, while others it's 
futile. 

The Monarchs cashed 1 I 
of 1 3 in the fourth quarter, 
and 23 of 30 for U1e game. 

Please See JM, Page 14 

Crusaders Hang. On 
Fron.tier's comeback falls 
short in 68-58 defeat 

By AARON PETCHAL 
For The Intelligencer ' 

The Steubenville Central girls' basketball 
team continues to make history. 

Monday night, the Crusaders added more 
to what is an already historic season, as they 
opened play in the inagural OV AC Class 
AA girls' basketball tournament against 

• visiting Frontier with a 68-58 victory. 
As a result, the Crusaders will play Mon

roe Central, a 72-64 winner agarnst Buck
eye Trail in the other semifinal, in the tour
nament finals at l p.m. Saturday at Ohio 
University-Eastern, 

Steubenville Central led by as many as I 9 
points, 68-49, with 2:35 left to play in the 

game, before Frontier 
fought back to close 
the gap a1;ainst 
Catholic Central s sec- • 
and unit. By then, it 
was not too little too 
late. 

With the victory, the 
Crusaders are now 14-
5 on the season. 

The loss drops the 

■ Steubenville 
, Catholic will 
lace Monroe 
Central al 1 
p.m. Saturday 
al OU Eastern 

Cougars to 14-5 on the season, and Frontier 
is scheduled to return to action Wednesday 
night at Buckeye Trail. 

The Warriors are 13-6 on the season. 
"We beat a very good team," Catholic 

Central coach Kevin Barr remarked. 
"That is u team that split with Trail in the 

season. 
Please See CRUSADERS, Page 14 
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Crusaders 
(Continued from Page 13) 

They beat 13eallsville twice, and they beat Monroe Central once. I think they have !he hesl inside game out of any team we have played this year. 
"We !mew it was corning. We tried to do everything we could about it. I thought we stepped up al times. We broke down a Joi of times. They make you do that. They have a plnn !hat they are going to pound the ball inside. and thal is where they are going lo go wilh it. We knew it. We tried lo do everythin~ we could to stop it. We gave them a lot of different looks defensively. We got a couple of steals. We also knew if we rebounded we could shoot layups, and I thought we did lhnl very well." 

Frontier coach Eric Rinard wasn't sure where things went awry. 
"It wasn't the way we wanted lt to go or the way we planned, but they are a very good basketball team." he said. "I take my hat off to them. They played a nice ballgame. and they did wlrnt they looked and wanted to do. "Offensively, we didn't handle the ball as well ns I had hoped too, but we did get a lot of inside plays, which I thought was nice. but like I said. give credit to !hem." 
Catholic Central earned the top seed in !he tournament by winning the program's first rcgular-scasnn OV AC title since 1984. "We arc real pumped up about that, hut we would be 111uch happier with one where you play for ii nnd we have that opportunity." Barr said. "We are just hoping now we go 0111. :111cl represent our school and get one and bring ii hack." 

Also, !he Crusaders are in the midst of their school~rcconl. sevcnth-stntighl winning season. The team also claimed the City Championship for lhe first lime in several years by sweeping 13ig Red. 
Also, junior Ginny Petties has become !he third player in program history to surpass !he 1.000-point mark for her career. Pellies. who 

scored a game-high 22 points against the Cougars. has scored 1.108 points in her career. 
"We knew she was a good hallplaycr.'' Rinard said "We knew we had to lry and slow her down somehow. I was able to see some of the paper and see some of the wrilcups. llut I knew that she was one of !heir key players:· 
Three Catholic Central players ended the game in double digits as Anna Shaw and Kelli Petchal joined Petties in double figures. Shaw scored 19 points. and Pelchal tallied IO points. 
Also for the Crusaders, Emily Canella contributed seven points. Kalie DiPiero delivered nve foinls and Abby Sawon ne1ted three points. al of which came from !he foul line. Pinally. Sarah Marrow recorded two points. Two rrontier players ended the game in double digits. Meagen Rinard delivered a team-high 17 points and Mallory Hoff finisl1ed with I 5 points. 
"They are the real deal," Barr said. "They are just solid. They are solid all the way around, and he has a lrnlf-decenl bench loo. The lloltom line is I am really proud of !he kids. I thought it was the best game we played in quite a while. We didn't turn the ball over. When we suhbed the younger kids in, I think we were up I 8 or something. we gol to play some other kids and got the kids off of !he noor and get ready lo play Saturday afternoon at I o'clock. 'We are proud to represent the school and the community' in !he inaugural OVAC Class AA Tournament:· Monroe Central 72, Buckeye Trail 64 At Graysville. Taylor Jorris totaled 23 points and Aleisha Guiler and Alex Kuhn evenly divided 26 as Monroe Central defeated Buckeye Trail. 

Karlie Davis also had 13 points for !he Seminoles. 
Hannah Nelson led !he Warriros with 27 points while Casey rrume added 15 and Chelsea Doutt lotnled 13. • 

Rocks----------
(Continued from Page 13) 

Playing its ninth game in 16 days. including u long wcel,end road trip down state, Wheeling Central ( 13-4) didn't look to have a lot in the tank. 
"When y'1u·rc !ired, that's whal happens," Kurtz said. "The shols just don'! go.·· And ll1cy didn't. 
Wheeling Central made only _I 3 of 49 fieldgoal atlcmpts (2 7 percent), which on the surface doesn't look like it will help you win mnny games. But Barnesville won this game by 19 points. despite making just one more field goal in two fewer attempts ( 14 of 4 7. 30 percent). 
So what c.ive~? 
"They 1)iuycd u great game," I<url7, said. "'l'hcy hit sho1s. they were the aggressor. they got to cvcrv loose ball and mnde all the plays." • 
Carpenter admittedly wasn 'I sure what lie was getting into - it's rare !hat Wheeling Central and Barnesville meet in anything. "We heard this was a tough place to win," Caf?.enter said. 
' We knew they'd come at us with pressure. So we did the same thing. 
"We went after them with pressure." Pressure, in this game, was guarding anyone 

wearing a green uniform as the clock wound down and knowing the only way you could stop it was by fouling. 
Barnesville attempted four shots from the field in the fourth period, two of which were made by Erica Welch. who wound up with 16 points. 
Keylor paced !he Shamrocks with I 7 points. Allie Doan wound up with 12. Those three combined lo make 16 of I CJ free tl1rows. Leading !he way ror Wheeling Central was Kat Sliglich wilh 14 points. 
Audra Droginske added I I. Cameron Cieply hil a pair of 3-poinlers and wound up wilh eight points off the bench. 
The other eight players who saw action for the Maroon Knights combined for seven. "We couldn't nmke anything:· Kurtz said. Barnesvill~ will play Marlins Ferry for the Class AAA lltlc at 4 p.m. Saturday al QUE. Martins Ferry 56, St. Clairsville 29 Al. Martins rerry, Courtney Coleman scored 20 roinLs - nine less than St. Clairsville steam - as Martins Ferry ran its winning streak to IO with a semifinal victory against the Red Devils. 

Karlen Venci backed Coleman with 15 points. 
Alessia Vivod paced the Red Devils with nine points. 

JM 
(Continued from Page 13) 
But not before Edison made 

!he home team sweat. 
John Marslrnll led hv as 

many as I 7 in lhl' third ,juar
ter (42-25). hut !he mnrgin 
had dwindled to five hefore 
the Monarchs' Julie Young 
drained three of her gumc
high 20 just in front of the 
horn. 

The twn teams trndecl huck
cts to hegin tl1c fourth before 
John Mnr.shall's Carrie Talk
ington cashed a pulhack for 
two of her I I. and Alexis 
Brinkman hit a 3-pointer for ii 
51-38 cushion with ri:38 
rerm1ining. 

"They arc a good ball
club.'' McCormick said of 
Edison. "Whal reallv hurt us were second shots. • 

"I didn't think we rebound
ed the ball all tlrnl well." 

Tl1e Wildcats cul !he deficit 
lo ninl' (62-5.1) on a pair of 
Hollv Carson free throws al 
2:59' - the result of Young's 
fiflh foul - before Gossett 
took over from the stripe on 
!he nlher end of the floor. She 
hil eight in a row on her wav 
to a I7-poinl. eight-rebound. 
three-assist night. 

"Their coilch did a good job as far as using his persnn
ne 1 wisely," Smyl11 said. 
"We knew coming in ii had 
to be a no-holtls-harrec.l !.!ame for us to win.·· ... 

The Monarchs built a nine
point lrnlflime lead. largely 
due to their pressure defense. 
It looked at times as though the Wildcats were out nf svnc. 

"Going in. from what (had 
seen on film. I didn't think 
they could handle !he pres
sure:· McCormick said. "We thought with our tempo. we 
coulcl force them lo do some things they wcren·t comfort
able with ... 

Young finished wilh six 
rebounds and six assists to go 
with her point total. wh(ie 
At)lirei Clegg added I 0 
points. 

Edison was led hy Megnn 
Antigo. who scored I _7 points. 
many on nn army of runn~rs 
in the lane. Kaitlin Blake con
tributed with 12 points and a 
game-high 12 rchounds as t11c 
Wildcat~ held a 44-36 advan
tage on the boards. 

Though ,he scored just four 
points, !he Wildcats' Emily 
Pollock collected seven 
rebounds and four assists. 
Indian Creek 49, Brooke 39 

Al Wintersville. Ty Harris 
scored 15 points as Indian 
Creek ( 16-3) matched the 
mark for most victories in a 
season with a victory against 
Brooke. 

Gabbi Davis added I 3 
points for the Redskins. 

Kayla Cutrone and Me~an 
Phillips each totaled IO pomts for the Bruins. 



Stu John Too 
Fast for 'Jills 
Irish utilize speed 
to defeat Valley 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The JutelliAellcer 
Bellaire SL Joh11 likes lo 

play ru~t and everyone knows 
il. 

Needless lo·say, Valley gal 
a lesson on what fast looks 
like Mo11day evc11i11g i11 Bel
laire where the Irish began 
their quest for lhe school's 14 
Ohio Valley i\thlctic Confer
c11cc tillc in lhl! semifinals of 
the inaugural girl's basketball 
tou111amc11t. 

The Irish improved to 17-1 
after a decisive 84-55 victory 
against l'ou1th-seetlcd Valley. 

"\Ve gal contributious from 
cvcrymrn and took care of our 
busiucss," St. John coach 
Hubba Ka\mtl said. "We got 
after pcop c in the ha\r~coun 
defense amt played exception
ally well, and you can't be 
dmng things too badly when 
you put 84 on the board. 

"But it's wi11 and keep 
going.'' 

Before the Irish can turn 
full attention to Beallsville -
which was a11 80-59 winner 
against BriUg~port in the other 
Class A semifinal - they 
must take care of a make~up 
galllc against Barnesville on 
Wed111Jsday night on the west
ern side of Belmont County. 

The OV AC title game is at 
IO Saturday momiug nt Ohio 
Uuiversity-Eastern. 

'' Barnesville is a maltc-up 
game. but they arc playing 
well right now and ar~ pretty 
tough," Kaprnl said. 

"Saturday's for an OVAC 
title and that's probably the 
way it should be si11cc it's the 
rubber match. 

"We've gut a lot of respect 
for Beallsville aud it will be a 
battle.'' 

T11e Lu111bc1jills, mean
while, are I 0-5 aud will lake 
pan in Thursday's Clas.s A 
l.'.onsolation game al thinl
sccdcd lltiducporl. 

"(St. John) is oue of the 
4uickcst moving teams l'vc 
ever seen. anLI I now know 
why they were state track 
champs," Valley coach Larry 
Weekley said with a smile. 
"They gave us a lesson in up 
aud down and they just dictate 
the templl so well. 

"They've got ~l wcut team 
and that pressure 1s Just some
thing we tlon't see." 

The Irish found themselves 
in an early fight, leading I 6-
14 with a shade more than 2 
minutes to go in the opening 
period. 

However, they took the 
light over from that point. 

St. John scored the final six 
of the first period to make it a 
22-14 aud then proceeded to 
score 18 of the next 23 to 
make il 40-19, and eventually 
a 42-23 niurgiu at the inter
mtssion. 

The Urecn received solid 
contributions t'ro111 a host of 
players in lite l'irsl half. Sarn 

■ SI. John will battle 
Beallsville on Saturday at 
10 a.m. at OU Eastern in 
the Class A finale. 

Wamsley scored nine points. 
while Kristina Vclkovich had 
eight und Natalie Perzanows
ki nelted seven. 

"\Ve got Contributions 
from everyone." Kapral said. 
"There's nut one girl on our 
team that you can truly focus 
in on becuusc so many people 
can score. which is what 
makes this team su nice tu 
coach.'' 

The Lumbe1jills made a 
small run in the third quarter 
and cut lhc margin to 15 at 
54-39, but the Irish finished 
with a 8-2 spurt lo make it 
62-41 at the third-quarter 
break. 

Wamsley had eight in the 
third, while Velkovich fin
ished with six. 

Lesta Kocher did all she 
could for Valley, scoring 14 
ol' her 17 in the third period. 

St. John salted the game 
away in the fourth period 
thanks to a I 2-0 run in the 
middle stages. 

"We got good guard play 
like we always du and our 
post plnyers arc rcnl threats in 
there," Kapral said. 

"Again, I am really happy 
with our half-court defense.'' 

Wamsley and junior Lau
ren Jenkins each had I 7 
points each to lead the way 
for the Green. 

Perzanowski and 
Velkovich each had 16 in top 
support. 

Justene Delman supplied 
strung minutes off the pine. 
scoring eight points. 

Valley was led by Kocher 
and she was supported by 
Alexandra Higgenbotham 
who had 16 points. 

St. John held a command
ing 35-20 edge on the 
boards. 

Kidder had eight rebounds 
to lead the way. 

Valley was pressured into 
23 turnovers, while lhe win· 
ners were guilty of I 7 mis
cues. 

Bcnllsvlllc 80 
Bridgeport 59 

At Beallsville. Alyssa 
Headley exploded for 26 
points to lead Beallsville pasl 
Bridgeprnt imd into the Class 
A finale. 

Savannah Burke added 20 
points for the Blue Devils, 
who overcame a 20-16 lirst
quarter deficit by outscoring 
the visitors by live in the sec
ond quarter and taking a 3 3-
32 lead into the break. 

Tori Jarrett also totaled I 2 
points for Beallsville. 

Bridgeport was led by 18 
points from sophomore 
Rachel Benda. 

Cora Kalinowski and 
Moriah Agnew had 14 points 
apiece for the Bulldogs, whle 
Stephanie Bommer added I 3 
points. 

• Rocks---------------
Continued from Page C1 

Barnesville, this is the first title 
in the sport of basketball in 
either boys or girls. 

out and took the game lo the points. including a trio of treys. 

Lady Purple. jumping lo a 9-0 She hit a pair of dagger treys in 

lead before Courtney Coleman the second half just when it 

buried a three more than seemed as if lhe·Lltdy Riders "Before we left ( for DUE) 
today. we took a walk around 
our gym anti looked at all of 
the banners that hung there and 
wanted to hang lllll' 'own." said 
Carpenter. ... 

Senior Chelsey Keylor -
who scon!ll only seven points 
in the game •·• is the Lady 
Shamrocks' leader on and off 
the lloor. 

"This win is for our entire 
school and the entire commu
nity of Barnesville," she pro
claimed during the press con
ference. "Once we qualified 
for this the way we did, I think 
we just felt like we were des
tined to win. I had an off night, 
but we've got four other girls 
on the floor and they stepped it 
up." 

While the Lady Riders are 
disappointed about the out
come, Purple heat.I coach Dave 
Reasbeck knows there is still 
basketball to be played and he 
also knows when next year's 
OV AC Tournament rolls 
around, he'll have all hut one 
of his players back. 

"Give Barnesville all or the 
credit," Reasbcck said ... , did
n't think seven seniors com
pared to one senior would 
make that much of a differ
ence, but it did because we had 
a deer in the headlights look 
early in the game. but ifs okay 
because we've got the tourna
ment coming up Hnd we want 
to get back here next year and 
try it again." 

The Lady Shamrocks came 

halfway into the lir~t period. were about to make a nm. 

Behind seven points from "Megan really stepped up 

Allie Doan. the Lady and played well today:· 

Shamrocks took command Carpenter said. ··Megan's 

with a I 2-3 first quarter. come up big for us the last two 

"I ate my Wheaties this weeks." 
morning;· Doan joked during Coming into the game, one 

the post-game press confer- of the more unheralded players 

ence. for Barnesville was senior 

Ferry - which shot an ice- Leah Bettinger and all she did 

cold three-of-JO from two- was score 10 points and hlock 

point range - cut into the seven shots. 
deficit with a 15-13 second "Bettin~er was the differ

period. making it a 25-18 ence insid"e:· Reasheck said. 

reading at the break. "She's their Shae Moreland 

Lacey Neavin hit two trey8 and we knew that coming in." 

for the Purple, while Megan Martins Ferry was led by 

Phillips came into the game for Neavin who finished with 13 

the injured Erica Welch and points. Coleman added 12 for 

connected on a trey as well to the Purple. 
keep the Ferrians at bay. Barnesville held a com-

Martins Ferry went cold manding 32-18 edge ont he 

again in the third period and boards. Doan and Bettinger 

watched the Lally Shamrocks went for eight and seven, 

take total control with a 9-3 respectively lo lead the Green. 

period. Coleman had six lo pace Ferry. 

"The third quarter has been Scorin~: 
Whee1ing Hospital OVAC 

a problem for us all season:· Class AAA Championship 

Reasbcck said ... We shot BARNESVILLE (50) - Kemp 2, o-o 
something like nine-of 4 9 5,Phillips4, 1-212:Bahmero,o-oo:J. 

from the llo-,,r ,·tnd seventh p"r- Miller o, o-o o: Keylor 3, o-o 7; Welch o, 
• ... 0-0 O; Doan 7, 2-2 16; Moore o, O·O O; 

son had five goals. I think I s, Phillips o, □-o o: M. Miller o, □-o □; 
just want to thfow them away Hines o, o-o 0; Bettinger s, o-o 1 o: 

Totals; 21, 3-4 50. MARTINS FEARY 

and hope it was a tluke:· (33) - Burch 1, o-o 3; Vinci 1, o-o 3; 

The Lady Shamrocks fin. Wright o, o-o o; Coleman 2, 7•B 12; 

ished the deal with a 16-1 2 Chambliss o, o-o D; Frohnapfel o. 2·2 2; 
Lucas O, 0-0 O; Pamphiss O, 0-0 O; 

fourth period. Doan was again Neavin 5, 0-0 13, Moreland o, o-o o; 
the go-to-person with seven Totals: 9, 9-10 33. 

more points. All told. Dmm lctl Three-Point Goals; B - Phillips (3), 

h 
Kemp. Keylor. MF •- Neavin (3), Burch, 

t e way for the Lady Vmci,Coleman. 

Shamrocks with 16 points. Stc1skev can be reaclwd at 

Junior Megan Phillips came sstaske.vfft)timesleadcnmlilu•.co 

off the bench lo score I 2 111 
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BRIDGEPORT'S 
Cora Kalinowski 
looks for some-, 

where to go with 
the ball against 

. the defense of 
Beallsville's 

Alyssa Headley 
during Monday's 
Class 1-AOVAC 
semlflnal game. 
The Lady Blue 

Devils prevailed 
and will meet St 
John Saturday at 
10 a.m. at OUE. 

• Additional images 
may ba found at 

cu. timaslaaderonli 
ne.com 
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OVAC Girls Tournament ,. 

Class A rubber match set 
•. St. John cruises 
past Valley, 84-55 
~y SETH ST~SK~ 

• Lady Devils 
.roll by Bulldogs 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

.:::tC\., I IUN 
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January 29, 2008 

Ferry girls 
roll to 3-A 
title game 
• Lady Riders cruise past St. C. 
By KIM APPOLLONI 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

Clicking on all cylinders. 
The Martins Feny Lady Rider basketball squad is 

hitting full stride at the perfect time. Dave Reasbeck 
bas his club playing at 
a high level in all 
aspects of the game 
and the result has 
been a 10-game win
ning streak. 

On paper, Monday 
evening's semi-final 
OV AC AAA contest 
with St. Clairsville 
was to be a match up 
that should have gone 
down to the wire, but 
the game was over by 
intermission due to 

'Championship 
teams raise 
their level of 
play in big 
games.' 

-Dave 
Reasbeck 

relentless pressure ---------
which forced the Red 
Devils into 21 first half miscues. Throw in a deadly 
shooting night from juniors Courtney Coleman and 
Karlen Vinci and the result was a 56-29 Rider 
blowout 

"Championship teams raise their level of play in 
big games," smiled the intense Reasbeck. "We are 
playing very good basketball right now. Everyone 
on the floor is contributing and it is really fun for us 
right now. These girls' could care less who gets the 
credit, for them it's all about the team and becoming 
champions." 

Reasbeck's Riders jumped out to a l 7-9 advan
tage after the initial eight minutes of action as all 
five starters lit the scoreboard in the opening round. 
Mickey Blatnik"s Devils struggl~d to get into an 

See, FERRY, Page 82 
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By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Ed~or 

By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

It's been said that it is hard to 
SL John likes to play fast and everyone knows beat a team three times in the 

iL same season in any sporL 
And needless to say, Valley got a lesson on The Beallsville girls' basket-

what fast looks like Monday evening in the ball team found that out for the 
Greenhouse where the Lady Irish began their first 16 minutes Monday, but 
quest for the school's 14th Ohio Valley Athletic the Blue Devils used their decid-
Conference title in the semifinals of the inaugu- ed inside advantage to pull away 
ral girls basketball tournamenL from Bridgeport in the second 

The Lady Irish improved to a sterling I 7-1 on half for an 80-59 decision in the 
the season after a decisive 84-55 victory over Ohio Valley Athletic 
fourth-seeded Valley. Conference Tournament Class A 

"We got contnlmtions from everyone tonight semifinals in Monroe County. 
and took care of our business," said St. John The Blue-and-White, who 
head coach Bubba Kapral. 'We got after people have won five OVAC titles, will 
m the half-court defense and played exceptional- now meet SL John Central in the 
ly well and you can't be doing things too badly- finals Saturday morning at 1 O 
when you put 84 on the board, but it's win and a.m. at Ohio University Eastern. 
we keep going." The Irish defeated Valley 84-

Before the Lady Irish can turn full attention to 55. 
Beallsville - which was a 80-59 winner over "We were hoping to get the 
Bridgeport in the other Class 1-A semifmal - ball inside," said veteran 
they must take care of a make-up game against Beallsville head coach Terry 
Barnesville Wednesday night on the western side Jarrett. "We've got to look to 
of the county. The OVAC title game is Saturday get it in there. I don't know if 
morning at 10 at Ohio University-Eastern. anyone in the valley can stop 

"Barnesville is a make-up game, but they are (Alyssa) Headley when she's on 
playing well right now and are very tough," her game." 
Kapral offered. "Saturday's for an OVAC title The No. 2 seed Blue Devils 
a~d that's probably the ~ay it should be since . . T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH (14-5) watched as the third-
It s the rubber match. We ve got a '.?t of respect ST. JOHN'S Sara Wamsley goes in for a shot as seeded Bulldogs ( I 0-9) jumped 
for Beallsville and It WIil be a battle. teammate Kylie Kidder looks on Monday night. out to a 7-0 advantage behind 

See, SJC, Page 82 
Additional images may be found at 
cu.ffmesleaderonline.com See, BEALLSVILLE, Page 82 

Monroe Central 
takes care of Trai I 
• Lady Semin.oles to meet sec in title game 
By RICH GIBSON • moments following the outcome. 
Times Leader Sports Wmer "Both teams kept making big shot 

after big shoL It came down to who 
Considering they split a pair of could make a late run in the last 

close regular season decisions, • couple minutes. Fortunately, it was. 
Monday night's OV AC 2-A us." 
semifinal rubber match Brad Lineback's Guernsey 
between Buckeye Trail County combine lost 
and Monroe Central fig- despite connecting on 12, 
ured to be a highly com- three-point field goals. 
petitive affair. That it "We definftely played 
was. well enough to win offen-

Coach Troy Baker's sively," he shrugged. "But 
Lady Seminoles shot a siz- we didn't get it done at the 
zling 27 of 45 from the field other end of the floor." 
and needed every single point to Monday night's victory in the 
outlast a basket-bombing Lady Skyvue Elementary gymnasium 
Warriors' club, 72-64, advances the now 16-3 Seminoles 

"Wow, what a great ball game to Saturday afternoon's 2-A title 
between two evenly-matched 
teams," a relieved Baker exclaimed See, MONROE, Page 82 

MONROE'S 
Taylor Jorris 
shoots over 
Traci Ault 
during 
Monday's 
Class 2-A 
Semifinal at 
Skyvue. The 
Lady 
Seminoles 
prevailed and 
advance to 
Saturday's 
final. 
Additional 
images may 
be found at 
cu. ffmeslead 
eronline.com 

T•L Photo/MIKE 
PALMER 

T•L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 
MARTINS FERRY'S Courtney Coleman makes 
a move as St. Clairsvllle's Ashley Gordon trails 
the play during Monday's Class 3-A OVAC 
Semifinal at Tolbert Gymnasium. Additional 
images may be found at 
cu.timesleaderonline.com 

Barnesville upsets 
Wheeling Central 
By JIM ELLIOTT 
For The Times Leader 

Rarely has Wheeling Central coach Penn Kurtz 
watched the last four minutes of a basketball game 
with a more defenseless feeling than the one he 
had Monday night during what proved to be a 59-
40 Barnesville victory on the Maroon Knights' 
floor. 

When these Shamrocks get a big lead, it's over. 
Barnesville (11-6), which shoots 72 percent 

from the .free-throw line, made 26 of 33 free 
throws, including 12 of 12 in the fourth quarter on 
its way to puUing off one of the first "upsets" in 
OV AC girls' basketball tournament history. The 
Shamrocks came in as the No. 3 seed; Wheeling 
Central was the second seed. 

Chelsey Keylor was 6 for 6 from the free-throw 
line - all in the fourth quarter - to help build 
upon one of the most astonishing seasons at the 
free-throw line the Ohio Valley has ever seen. 
She's missed only once this season in more than 

See, BARNESVILLE, Page 82 
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• Barnesville 
Continued from Page 81 

60 attempts. 
When you're down 18, as 

Central was at the 4-minute 
"mark of the fourth quarter, and 
Keylor's holding the ball, your 
choices are limited. 

Nonexistent, really. 
"We spend a lot of time on 

free-throw shooting," 
Barnesville coach Jamie 
Carpenter said. 

He said he has his players 
do drills designed to fatigue 
them, then he sticks them on 
the free-throw line to practice 
shooting with wobbly legs. 

It looks to be a particularly 
good idea with this Shamrocks 
team, as just one of their 4 7 
shots was attempted by some
one who did not start the game, 
a second-quarter 3-pointer by 
Mariah Miller that was wide of 
the mark. 

Playing its ninth game in I 6 
days, including a long week• 
end road trip down state, 
Wheeling Central (I 3-4) did
n't look to have a lot in the 
tank. 

Wheeling Central made 
only 13 of 49 field-goal 
attempts (2 7 percent), which 
on the surface doesn't look like 
it will help you win many 
games. But Barnesville won 
this game by I 9 points, despite 
making just one more field 
goal in two fewer attempts (14 
of 47, 30 percent). 

Carpenter admittedlv wasn't 

ATO\IE 
NO. 2 MO!IROE CENTRAL 

MONDAY, 7:30 PM 

NO. 3 BUCKEYE 1RA1L 

Central and 
Barnesville meet in 
anything. 

"We heard this 
was a tough place 
to win," Carpenter 
said. 

"We knew 
they'd come at us 
with pressure. So 
we did the same 
thing. We went 
after them with 
pressure.'' 

Pressure, in this 
game, was guarding 
anyone wearing a 
green uniform as 
the clock wound 
down and knowing 
the only way you 
could stop it was by 

1~ 

ATO\IE' 

fouling. Photo Provided 
B a r n e s v i 11 e BARNESVILLE'S Erica Welch brings 

attempted four shots the ball up the floor against a Wheeling 
from the field in the Central defender Monday. • 
fourth period, two 
of which were made by _Erica bin~i~We't~fi'.te (59) _ Kem 
Wt:lch, who wound up with 16 o, 7•10 7; Keylor 4, 6-6 17; Welc~ 
porn ts. Keylor paced the s, 4-416; Doan 3, 6-912; Bettinger 
Shamrocks with I 7 points. 2, 3-4 7; M. MJ!ler o, CJ.Cl O; Hines o, 
Allie Doan wound up with 12. CJ.Cl O; Bahmer O, 0-0 ?; J. MIiier 0, 
Those three combined to make CJ.Cl_O, Phllnps O, CJ.Cl O, Moore o, O. 

6 0 0, Totals. 14, 26-33 59. WHEEL· I of 19 free throws. . ING CENTRAL (40) - Droglnske 
Leading the way for 3,4-511;Kleeh1,CJ.Cl2;Stlgllch6, 

Wheeling Central was Kat 2-3 14; Palmer 1, 2-2 4; Creighton 
Stiglich with 14 points. Audra 0, 1-2 1; Beave~ 0, O·O O; . k Cam Neggemyer 0, CJ.Cl 0, Cleply 2, 2-2 Drogms e added 11. eron a; Crawshaw o, CJ.Cl o; LaRue o, Q. 
Cieply bit a pair of 3-pointern o O; MIiier 0, CJ.Cl O; Totals: 13, 11-
and wound up with eight 1440. . 
ooints off the bench. The other :i]:i~Po~nt Go,iis, B -:- Keylor (3), 

CLASSUA 
NO, 1 11AR11NS FERRY 

MONDAY, 7:30 _PM 

NO. 4 ST. ClAIRSVlUf 

MF ... 

CLASSUU 
NO. 1 INDIAN CREEK 

LC . 
MONDAY, 7:30 PM ... 

N0.4BROOKE 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
SATURDAY, 4:00 PM 

ATO\IE 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
SATURDAY, 7:00 PM 

ATO\IE 
NO. _l'l!}IEEl.llfG CENTRAL 

Bsnes. 
IMI 

MONDAY, 7:30 PM I----' 

NO. 3 BARNESVILLE 

JM, IC 
to·meet 
in 4-A 

. Steubenville Catholic -
the top seed in Class 2-A -
earned the right to play for the 
championship Saturday thanks 
to a 68-58 victory overr invad
ing Frontier Monday night 

The Lady Crusadern led 17• 
12 after one and upped the 
margin to 32-24 at the inter
mission. They all but sealed 
the deal with a 19-12 third 
quarter spurt and went on for 
the 10-poin victory. 

Steubenville Catholic was 
led by Ginny Petties who 
scored 22 points. Anna Shaw 
added 19 for Coach Kevin 
Barr's squad. Kelli Petchal net• 
led IO. • 

Frontier was led by Meagan 
Rinard who had I 7 points. 
Mallory Hoff netted 15 for the 
Lady Cougard who fell to I 4-
5. 

CLASS4-A 
JOHN MARSHALL 71, 

EDISON60 
At Glen Dale, the Lady 

Monarchs advanced to the big• 
school championship game 
thanks to a strong first half as 
they posted a 71-60 victory 
over third-seeded Edison ... __ ... __ _ 

NO. 2 JOl!N IIARSHALI.. 

MONDAY, 7:30 PM 
JM 
11<1 

N0.3EDISON 

• • Ferry---------
conunued from Page 81 

offense as the Rider full court 
, pressure wrecked havoc. 

"It was very frustrating," 
commented Blatnik. "We are 
very young and maybe these 
girls were a little nervous, but 
we didn't do anything that we 
were supposed to do. I'm sure 
Martin's Ferry bad a lot to do 
with that, but we called three 
time outs and could not even 
get the kids to lineup in the 
right spots to even attempt to. 
break their press." 

While the Devils were 
struggling to get the ball down 
the floor, Coleman and compa
ny were heating up. Coleman 
tallied 13 second quarter coun
ters to break open the contest, 
33-17 by intermission includ
ing three bonus bombs. 

Unfortunately for the hosts, 
.the cat-quick junior suffered a 
high ankle sprain in the second 
half and never returned. 

Step up Vinci. The hard• 
nosed point guard came up 
with two triples when the 
invaders attempted a small run 
in the third period. 

"That's what makes this 
team so good right now," 
added Reasbeck. "When we· 
need it, a different player 
seemS'lo step up and take over. 
Tonight when Courtney went 
down, Karlen and Brittany 
Burch drained three's and 
Courtney Frohnapfel made 
bustle plays all over the floor." 

forward to Saturday's 
Championship contest 

"We' worked very bard to 
put ourselves in position to 
become ch_ampions. Don't 
think for a moment that 
Courtney Coleman won't play. 
She has faced tougher things 
and come back. She'll be there. 
If she's not, I still like our 
chances because Ibis team bas 
no superstars just a bunch of 
good players that do whatever 
it takes to win. I love this 
bunch." 

Coleman ended the evening 
as the game's top scorer with 
20. Backing her was Vinci 
with 15 markers, four steals 
and three assists. FrohnaJ?fel 
ended with seven points, eight 
steals and· six rebounds. 
Classmate Shae Moreland was 
hampered with foul trouble, 
but scored six points, blocked 
four shots and grabbed six 
missed sholli. 

Junior Alessia Vivod was 
the Devil's top offensive per• 
former with nine points. 
Moulder was next with six 
points and six rebounds. 

The Red Devils ended the 
contest with 36 turnovers com• 
pared to just 18 for Ferry. SL 
Clairsville was good on I I -of-
32 shots for 34 percent. The 
Riders canned 20-of-54 shots 
for 3 7 percent St. Clairsville 
had 22 rebounds while the 
winners !!Tabbed 26. 



Nonexistent, really. 
"We spend a lot of time on 

free-throw shooting," 
Barnesville coach Jamie 
Carpenter said. 

He said he has bis players 
do drills designed to fatigue 
them, then he sticks them on 
the free-throw line to practice 
shooting with wobbly legs. 

It looks to be a particularly 
good idea with this Shamrocks 
team, as just one of their 47 
shots was attempted by some
one who did not start the game, 
a second-quarter 3-pointer by 
Mariah Miller that was wide of 
the mark. 

Playing its ninth game in 16 
days, including a long week
end road trip down state, 
Wheeling Central (13-4) did
n't look to have a lot in the 
tank. 

Wheeling Central made 
only 13 of 49 field-goal 
attempts (2 7 percent), which 
on the surface doesn't look like 
it will help you win many 
games. But Barnesville won 
this game by 19 points, despite 
making just one more field 
goal in two fewer attempts ( 14 
of 4 7, 30 percent). 

Carpenter admittedly wasn't 
sure what he was getting into 
- it's rare that Wheeling 

said. 
''We knew 

they'd come at us 
with pressure. So 
we did the same 
thing. We went 
after them with 
pressure.'' 

Pressure, in this 
game, was guarding 
anyone wearing a 
green uniform as 
the clock wound 
down and knowing 
the only way you 
could stop it was by 
fouling. Photo Provided 

B a r n e s v i 11 e BARNESVILLE'S Erica Welch brings 
attempted four shots the ball up the floor against a Wheeling 
from the field in the Central defender Monday. • 
fourth period, two 
of which were made by Erica 
Welch, who wound up with 16 
points. Keylor paced the 
Shamrocks with I 7 points. 
Allie Doan wound up with 12. 
Those three combined to make 
16 of 19 free throws. 

Leading the way' for 
Wheeling Central was Kat 
Stiglicb with 14 points. Audra 
Droginske added I I. Cameron 
Cieply bit a pair of 3-pointers 
and wound up with eight 
points off the bench. The other 
eight players who saw action 
for the Maroon Knights com-

bined for seven. 
BARN_ESVILLE (5,9) -. Kemp 

0, 7-10 7, Keylor 4, 6-6 17, Welch 
5, 4-4 16; Doan 3, 8-9 12; BeWnger 
2, 3-4 7; M. Miller o, CKl 0; Hines 0, 
CKl 0; Bahmer 0, CKl 0; J. Miller 0, 
CKl 0; PhlHlps 0, CKl 0; Moore 0, 0-
0 0; Tol!lls: 14, 26-33 59. WHEEL
ING CENTRAL (40) - Droginske 
3, 4-5 11 ; Kleeh 1, CKl 2; Stlgllch 6, 
2-3 14; Palmer 1, 2-2 4; Creighton 
0, 1-2 1; Beaver 0, 0-0 0; 
Neggemyar 0, CKl 0; Cleply 2, 2-2 
8; Crawshaw 0, Q.O 0; LaRua o, 0-
o o; MUler o, 0-0 o; Totals: 13, 11-
14 40' 
Three-Point Goals: B - Keylor (3), 
Welch (2). WC - Droglnske, 
Clpely (2). 

e SJC--------------
Continued from Page B1 

The Lumberjills, mean
while, are now 10-5 on the 
season and will take part in 
Thursday's Class 1-A consola
tion game at third-seeded 
Bridgeport. 

The Lady Irish found them
selves in an early fight, leading 
just 16-14 with a shade over 
two minutes to go in the open
ing period. However, they 
took the fight over from that 
point 

The Lady Irish scored the 
final six of the first period to 
make it a 22-14 reading at the 
quarter and then proceeded to 
score I 8 of the next 23 to 
make it a 40-19 reading and 
eventually a 42-23 margin at 
the intermission. 

The Green got solid contri
butions from a host of players 
in the first half. Sara Wamsley 
scored nine points, while 
Kristina Velkovich had eight 
and Natalie Perzanowski net-

ted seven in the opening half. 
'We got contributions from 

everyone," Kapral said. 
"There's not one girl on our 
team that you can truly focus 
in on because so many people 
can score, which is what makes 
this team so nice to coach." 

The Lumberjills made a 
small run in the third quarter 
and .cut the margin to 15 at 54-
3 9, but the Belmont Countians 
finished with a 8-2 spurt to 
make it 62-41 at the third
quarter break. 

Wamsley had eight in the 
third, while Velkovich finished 
with six in the period. Lesia 
Kocher did all she could for 
Valley, scoring 14 of her I 7 in 
the third period. 

St. John salted the game 
away in the fourth period 
thanks to a 12-0 run in the 
middle stages. 

W amsiey and junior Lauren 
Jenkins each bad 1 7 points 

each to lead the way for the 
Green. Perzanowski and 
Velkovich each had 16 in top 
support. Kylie Kidder was 
relentless defensively and ran 
the floor game well, while 
Kelly Perzrulowski was also a 
bear on the defensive end of 
the floor. Justene Delman sup
plied strong minutes off the 
pine, scoring eight points. 

St John held a commanding 
35-20 edge on the boards. 
Kidder had eight rebounds to 
lead the way. 

VALLEY (55) - Frye 2, 0-0 5; 
Higgenbotham 8, 0-0 16; Ualtschy 
2, CKl 4; Kocher 5, 7-8 17; Shaw 3, 
CKl 6; Bucher 1, 3-3 5; Hoyes 0, D
o o; Greathouse 1, CKl 2; Edge! 0, 
0-0 O; Totals: 22, 10-11 55. ST. 
JOHN (84) - Kidder '1, 2-2 4; N. 
Perzanowski 8, 3-418; Wamsley 6, 
5-7 17; K. Perzanowski 2, 0-0 4; 
Velkovlch 7, 2-2 16; Delman 3, 2-2 
8; Jenkins 5, 6-8 17; E. LeMasters 
1, CKl 2; Caden 0, CKl 0; Macri 0, 0-
0 0; Totals: 31, 20-25 84. 
Three-Point Goals: V - Frye. SJC 
- N. Perzanowski, Jenkins. 

• Beallsville------------
Continued from Page B1 

the early shooting of Cora Kalinowski. 
Rachel Benda added six points to finish the 

first quarter as the visitors had a stunning, 20-
16, lead after eight minutes of play. 

'T'J..,. ,.,..,.,..,..,t .. t ......... ,. .. ,,.,. h.,,,,..1,- ,. ... ,.:i .fn.rih u,.th 

26 in the final chapter. 
"I couldn't be any prouder of my team. They 

showed up tonight," said Bridgeport bead coach 
Ed Metz. "Those five kids played their hearts 
nut l-f' nr,:,, '"'" ,..,....,.,.,. u,ith th-,.t h'1"U> nf int,:,,ndhr 

. Steubenville Catholic -
the top seed in Class 2-A ~ 
earned the right to play for the 
championship Saturday thanks 
to a 68-58 victory overr invad
ing Frontier Monday night 

The Lady Crusaders led I 7-
12 after one and upped the 
margin to 32-24 at the inter
mission. They all but sealed 
the deal with a 19-12 third 
quarter spur1 and went on for 
the 10-poin victory. 

Steubenville Catholic was 
led by Ginny Petties who 
scored 22 points. Anna Shaw 
added 19 for Coach Kevin 
Barr's squad. Kelli Petchal net
ted 10. 

Frontier was led by Meagan 
Rinard who bad 1 7 points. 
Mallory Hoff netted 15 for the 
Lady Cougard who fell to 14-
5. 

CLASS4-A 
JOHN MARSHALL 71, 

EDISON60 
At Glen Dale, the Lady 

Monarchs advanced io the big
school championship game 
thanks to a strong first half as 
they posted a 71-60 victory 
over third-seeded Edison 
Monday night 

Playing without Coach Stan 
Blankenship - was suspended 
for the game due to a previous 
ejection - the Lady Monarchs 
shot out to a 17-12 lead after 
one and upped the margin to 
36-25 al the break. The teams 
played even in the second half. 
The Lady Monarchs were 
paced by Julie Young who 
scored 20 points. 

INDIAN CREEK 49, 
BROOKE39 

The top-seeded Lady 
Redskins broke open a tight 
game at the half with a strong 
third quarter and went on to 
advance to Saturday's OVAC 
Class 4-A girls' basketball 
final thanks to a 49-39 victory 
over Brooke Monday night in 
Wintersville. 

The Lady Redskins led 8-4 
at half and 22-19 at the break, 
but used a 14-8 third quarter 
and a 13-12 final chapter to 
earn their spot in Saturday 
night's title game against John 
Marshall. 

Indian Creek was led by Ty 
Harris who bad 15 points_ 
Gina Davis scored 13 points in 
top support. 

Semi-Final 
Boxscores 

SCC 68, FRONTIER 58 
FRONTIER (58) - Kimble 0, CKl 
0; Hoff 7, CKl 1_5; L Hoff 0, CKl 0; 

:;,,-;,·didn't do anything that we 
were supposed to do. I'm sure 
Martin's Ferry had a lot to do 
with that, but we called three 
time outs and could not even 
get the kids to lineup in the 
right spots to even attempt to, 
break their press." 

While the Devils were 
struggling to get the ball down 
the floor, Coleman and compa
ny were heating up. Coleman 
tallied 13 second quarter coun
ters to break open the contest, 
33-17 by intermission includ
ing three bonus bombs. 

Unfortunately for the' hosts, 
,the cat-quick junior suffered a 
high ankle sprain in the second 
half and never returned. 

Step up Vinci. The bard
nosed pmnt guard came up 
with two triples when the 
invaders attempted a small run 
in the third period. 

"That's what makes this 
team so good right now," 
added Reasbeck. "When we· 
need it, a different player 
seems to step up and take over. 
Tonight when Courtney went 
down, Karlen and Brittany 
Burch drained three's and 
Courtney Frohnapfel made 
bustle plays all over the floor." 

The closest the Red Devils 
could get was 14. The 
turnovers began to mount 
again at the end of the third 
quarter leading to missed 
opportunities for St Clairsville 
and a 42-26 deficit. Blatnik 
commented, "You can't turn 
the ball over' like we did 
tonight and expect to be in the 
ballgame. We got in early foul 
trouble and everything just 
snowballed on us." 

Reasbeck emptied his bench 
with nearly three minutes to 
play in the game and is looking 

Courtney Coleman won't play. 
She has faced tougher things 
and come back. She'll be there. 
If she's not, I still like our 
chances because this team bas 
no superstars just a bunch of 
good players that do whatever 
it takes to win. I love this 
bunch." 

Coleman ended the evening 
as the game's top scorer with 
20. Backing her was Vinci 
with I 5 markers, four steals 
and three assists. Frobnapfel 
ended with seven points, eight 
steals and' six rebounds. 
Classmate Shae Moreland was 
hampered with foul trouble, 
but scored six points, blocked 
four shots 11nd grabbed six 
missed sholll. 

Junior Alessia Vivod was 
the Devil's top offensive per
former with nine points. 
Moulder was next with six 
points and six rebounds. 

The Red Devils ended the 
contest with 3 6 turnovers com
pared to just 18 for Ferry. St 
Clairsville was good on l l-of-
32 shots for 34 percent. The 
Riders canned 20-of-54 shots 
for 3 7 percent St Clairsville 
had 22 rebounds while the 
winners grabbed 26. 

V arsitv scoring: 
MARTINS FERRY (56) _ Burch 1, 

1-2 4; Vinci 5, 2-3 15; Wright 0, CKl 
o; Coleman 7, 3-3 20; Chambliss o, 
0-0 O; Frohnapfel 2, 3-5 7; Lucas O, 
0-0 0; Pamphlllls 1, CKl 2; Neavln 
1, 0-0 2; Moreland 3, CKl 6. Totals 
20, 9-13, ST. CLAIRSVILLE (29) _ 
Smith 1, 0-1 3; King 1, 0-02; 
Cenkus 1, 1-4 3; Holub 1, 0-0 2; 
Gordon 0, o-o 0; Britton 1, CKl 2; 
Moulder 3, 0-0 8; Nemetl 0, CKl 0; 
Vivod 3, 2-3 9; Spooner 0, 1-2 1; 
Slenskl 0, 1-2 1; Toothman 0, 1-2 
L Totals 11, 5-11. 
Three point goals: Martins Ferry (7) 
_ Burch 1, Vinci 3, Coleman 3; St 
Clalrsvllle (2) _ Vlvod 1, Smith 1, 

• Monroe--------
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game against Steubenville 
Central scheduled for a 1:00 
tipoff at Ohio University
Eastern. 

"I certainly like the idea of 
this new (OVAC tourney) for
mat," Baker observed. "This 
gives the OV AC a chance to 
crown a true champion instead 
of depending on some point 
system. I think it's a win-win 
situation because it also helps 
prepare you for the (upcoming 
sectionals.)" 

Numerous lead changes and 
frequent deadlocks ruled the 
night Monday with Monroe 
using a game-ending 8-3 run 
to seal the verdict 

A pair of offensive 
rebounds gathered in by 5-7 
junior guard Karlie Davis 
greatly aided the Lady Noie_s: 

smooth Hannah Nelson netted 
a game-high 2 7 tallies, doing 
damage both from distance 
(four trifectas) and with an 
array of inside moves to the 
bucket 

Monroe had few answers 
for Warriors; senior guard 
Casey Frame whose five field 
goals were all authored beyond 
the arc. Junior Chelsea Doutt 
contributed 13 markers and 
sophomore Kaitlyn Wolfe pro
vided six points off the bench. 

Trail moved out to a 15-11 
lead after one period and took 
a 32-27 lead to the lockerroom 
at halftime, "We didn't do a 
very good job attacking their 
zone early," Baker explained. 

Jorris returned from the 
break and proceeded to fashion 
si_x-o!-six shooting. Th<: ve~-
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The Lumberjills, mean
while, are now 10-5 on the 
season and will take part in 
Thursday's Class 1-A consola
tion game at third-seeded 
Bridgeport. 

ted seven in the opening half. each to lead the way for the 
Green. Perzanowski and 
Velkovicb each had 16 in top 
support. Kylie Kidder was 
relentless defensively and ran 
the floor game well, while 
Kelly Perzanowski was also a 
bear on the defensive end of 
the floor. Justene Delman sup
plied strong minutes off the 
pine, scoring eight points. 

The Lady Irish found them
selves in an early fight, leading 
just 16-14 with a shade over 
two minutes to go in the open
ing period. However, they 
took the fight over from that 
point 

"We got contributions from 
everyone," Kapral said. 
"There's not one girl on our 
team that you can truly focus 
in on because· so many people 
can score, which is what makes 
this team so nice to coach." 

The Lady Irish scored the 
final six of the first period to 
make it a 22-14 reading at the 
quarter and then proceeded to 
score 18 of the next 2 3 to 
make it a 40-19 reading and 
eventually a 42-23 margin at 
the intermission. 

The Lumberjills made a 
small run in the third quarter 
and .cut the margin to I 5 at 54-
3 9, but the Belmont Countians 
finished with a 8-2 spurt to 
make it 62-41 at the third
quarter break. 

St. John held a commanding 
35-20 edge on the boards. 
Kidder had eight rebounds to 
lead the way. 

VALLEY (55) - Frye 2, 0-0 5; 
Higgenbotham B, 0-0 16; UeHschy 
2, o-o 4; Kocher 5, 7-B 17; Shaw 3, 
0-0 6; Bucher 1, 3-3 5; Hayes o, 0-
o 0; Greathouse 1, 0-0 2; Edgell 0, 
0-0 0; Totals: 22, 10-11 55. ST. 
JOHN (84) - Kidder,, 2-2 4; N. 
Perzanowski 6, 3-4 16; Wamsley 6, 
5-7 17; K. Perzanowski 2, 0-0 4; 
Velkovich 7, 2-2 16; Delman 3, 2-2 
B; Jenkins 5, 6-8 17; E. LeMasters 
1, 0-0 2; Cadell o, 0-0 0; Macri 0, 0-
o o; Totals: 31, 20-25 84. 
Three-Point Goals: V ~ Frye. SJC 
-- N. Perzanowski, Jenkins. 

Wamsley had eight in the 
third, while Velkovich finished 
with six in the period. Lesia 
Kocher did all she could for 
Valley, scoring 14 of her I 7 in 
the third period. 

The Green got solid contri
butions from a host of players 
in the first half. Sara W arnsley 
scored nine points, while 
Kristina Velkovich had eight 
and Natalie Perzanowski net-

St. John salted the game 
away in the fourth period 
thanks to a I 2-0 run in the 
middle stages. 

Wamsley and junior Lauren 
Jenkins each had 1 7 points 

• Beallsville-~----------
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the early shooting of Cora Kalinowski. 
Rachel Benda added six points to finish the 

first quarter as the visitors had a stunning, 20-
16, lead after eight minutes of play. 

The second stanza was back-and-forth, with 
Headley scoring five early points to put the 
Blue Devils ahead, 24-22. 

Kalinowski started a 8-3 run that left the Lady 
Bulldogs with a 30-27 edge, but Alexis 
Kanzigg followed her own missed free throw 
and Brandy Contos went coast-to-coast after a 
steal to put the hosts back on top, 31-30. 

Moriah Agnew's soft kiss off the glass off a 
nifty feed from Kalinowski gave the Black-and
Blue a 32-31 nod. However, Savannah Burke 
meshed l-of-2 free throws to knot the count 
with 1.3 ticks remaining in the half, and 
Headley cashed in l-of-2 with no time left as 
the hosts clinged to a 33-32 advantage at the 
break. 

Leading 39-37 with 5:35 left in the third 
quarter, Beallsville went on a 14-1 run that 
sealed the deal against the outmanned, and 
undersized Bulldogs. 

"I just told them to pick it up and get in gear 
and start playing ball like they are capable of 
playing," Jarrett said of his halftime speech to 
his team. "It is hard to beat a team three times, 
and they played us tough every game. We knew 
we weren't just going to come in here and just 
walk all over them." 

Jarrett did note one huge difference between 
the two squads - that being the depth. of his 
team. 

"Our depth helps us out a little bit where they 
didn't have much depth," Jarrett continued. 

Burke netted 10 of her 20 points in the third 
frame and Headley added 12 of her game-high 

26 in the final chapter. 
"I couldn't be any prouder of my team. They 

showed up tonight," said Bridgeport head coach 
Ed Metz. "Those five kids played their hearts 
out. If we can come with that type of intensity 
the next game, then things will be okay." 

He said that if his team could've stayed within 
single digits in the third quarter, they might 
have a chance in the fourth, but that wasn't in 
the Blue Devils' game plan. 

"We just didn't box out tonight," Metz added. 
"Then we hit that brick wall." 

Benda led a quartet of double-figure scorers 
for the Bulldogs with 18. Kalinowski and 
Agnew evenly divided 28 and Stephanie 
Bommer finished with 13. 

In addition to scoring 26 points, the 5-ft.-11 
Headley also grabbed 1 7 rebounds as the Blue 
Devils held a lofty, 71-37, advantage off the 
glass. Burke landed 16 boards, while Tori 
Jarrett added a dozen markers and half as many 
rebounds. Latara Arnold also pulled down 
seven caroms, while Alexis Kanzigg had five 
rebounds off the bench. 

Kristin Lallathin added five rebounds, five 
assists and four steals. • 

Bommer finished with IO boards, while 
Benda had six rebounds, six steals and five 
assists. 

Neither team took care of the leather as 
Bridgeport had 22 turnovers and Beallsville 20. 

BRIDGEPORT (59) - Grandstaff 0 0-1 0; Benda 7 
4-818; Kalinowski 6 1-2 14; Bommer 4 5-8 13; Agnew 
6 2-5 14; Butler o 0-0 0; Totals: 23-60 12-24 59. 
BEALLSVILLE (BO} - Jarrett 5 2-3-12; Headley 9 8-
13 26; Arnold 2 0-0 4; Lallathin 0 0-0 0; Burke 9 2-4 
20; Contos 1 2-2 4; Kanzigg 3 0-1 6; Koehler 2 0-2 4; 
Fraley 0 2-2 2; Gartick 1 0-0 2; Totals: 32-8216-27 ao. 

Three-Point Field Goals: BPT -Kalinpwski. 

• 
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one and upped the margin to 
36-25 at the break. The teams 
played even in the second half. 
The Lady Monarchs were 
paced by Julie Young who 
scored 20 points. 

INDIAN CREEK 49, 
BROOKE39 

The top-seeded Lady 
Redskins broke open a tight 
game at the half with a strong 
third quarter and went on to 
advance to Saturday's OVAC 
Class 4-A girls' basketball 
final thanks to a 49-39 victory 
over Brooke Monday night in 
Wintersville. 

The Lady Redskins led 8-4 
at half and 22-19 at the break, 
but used a 14-8 third quarter 
and. a I 3-12 final chapter to 
earn their spot in Saturday 
night's title game against John 
Marshall. 

Indian Creek was led by Ty 
Harris who had 15 points. 
Gina Davis scored 13 points in 
top support. 

Semi-Final 
Boxscores 

sec 68, FRONTIER 58 
FRONTIER (58) - Kimble 0, 0-0 
o; Hoff 7, 0-0 15; L Hoff 0, 0-0 0; 
Binegar 3, 0-0 6; Kirkbride 3, 0-0 6; 
Rinard B, 1-3 17; Dunn 1, o-o 2; 
Chute 1, 1-2 3; Allen 1, 0-0 3; 
Booth 2, 4-4 6; Totals: 26, 4-9 58. 
STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIC (68) 
- Marrow 1, 0-0 2; Hutton o, 0-0 
0; Sawon 0, 3-4 3; DiPiero 2, 1-2 5; 
Petties 8, 4-4 22; Seigel 0, 0-0 0; 
Canella 3, 0-1 7; Petchal 5, 0-0 10; 
Fabiano, 0-0 0; Shaw 7, 5-7 19; 
Totals: 26. 13-18 68. 
Three-Point Goals: F - M. Hoff, 
Allen. sec -,- Petties (2). Canella. 

JM 71, EDISON 60 
EDISON (60) - Pollock 2, 0-3 4; 
Antigo 7, 2-3 17; Blake 5,"2-3 12; 
Smyth 0, 1-2 1; Carson 2, 2-2 6; 
Marcus o, 0-0 o; Kunkle 1, 0-0 2; 
McEwen 2, 6-B 10; Noland 2. 4-B B; 
Totals: 21, 17-29 60. JOHN MAR
SHALL (71) - Young 9. 1-2 20; 
Gossett 4, 8-10 17; Brinkman 3, 1-
2 9; Clegg 1, B-10 10; Talkington 4, 
3-4 11; Deel 1, 1-2 3; Gamble 0, 0-
0 0; Leach 0, 0-0 0; Totals: 22, 23-
30 71. 
Three-Point Goals:.E - Antigo. JM 
tNDIAN CREEK 49, BROOKE 39 

BROOKE (39) - Phillips 3, 3-4 1 0; 
Cutrone 4, 2-2 10; Martin 3, 3-4 9; 
Cline 3, 2-2 a; Mazzella 1, 0-0 2; 
Hood 0, 0-0 0; Emmerth 0, 0-0 o; 
Rodgers 0, 0-0 o; Pearson 0, 0-0 0; 
Totals: 14, 10-12 39. INDIAN 
CREEK (49) - Harris 4. 4-6 15; G. 
Davis 5, 2-4 13; Billick 2, 5-B 9; M. 
Davis 3, 0-0 7; Kamarec 1, 1-2 3; 
Tate 1, 0-2 2; Furda o, 0-0 0; 
Mooreman 0, 0-0 0; Wendell 0, 0-0 
0; Totals: 16.12-2249. 
Three-Point Goals: 8 - Phillips. IC 
- Harris (3), G. Davis, M. Davis. 

U1JpU1LUlHUt!::i lUl .ll. L1W.l~VH1t 
and a 42-26 deficit. Blatnik 
commented, .. You can't turn 
the ball over like we did 
tonight and expect to be in the 
ballgame. We got in early foul 
trouble and everything just 
snowballed on us." 

Reasbeck emptied his bench 
with nearly three minutes to 
play in the game and is looking 

I, U-U t!, IYIUlttldllU .:,, U-U 0. 1Uli11::. 

20, 9-13. ST. CLAIRSVILLE (29) _ 
Smith 1, 0-1 3; King 1, 0-02; 
Cenkus 1, 1-4 3; Holub 1, 0-0 2; 
Gordon o. 0-0 o; Britton 1, 0-0 2; 
Moulder 3, 0-0 6; Nemeti o, 0-0 o; 
Vivod 3, 2-3 9; Spooner 0, 1-2 1; 
Slenski 0, 1-2 1; Toothman 0, 1-2 
1.Totals11,5-11. 
Three point goats: Martins Ferry (7) 
_ Burch 1, Vinci 3, Coleman 3; St. 
Clairsville (2) _ Vivod 1, Smith 1. 

• Monroe---------
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game agafnst Steubenville 
Central scheduled for a 1 :00 
tipoff at Ohio University
Eastern. 

"I certainly like the idea of 
this new (OV AC tourney) for
mat," Baker observed. "This 
gives the OV AC a chance to 
crown a true champion instead 
of depending on some point 
system. I think it's a win-win 
situation because it also helps 
prepare you for the (upcoming 
sectionals.)" 

Numerous lead changes and 
frequent deadlocks ruled the 
night Monday with Monroe 
using a game-ending 8-3 run 
to seal the verdict. 

A pair of offensive 
rebounds gathered in by 5-7 
junior guard Karlie Davis 
greatly aided the Lady Noles. 
"How huge were those two?" 
Baker said of Davis' retrieves 
following missed free throws 
by teammates. 

With Monroe a 68-64 
leader, Davis drained a pair of 
game-clinching free throws 
with.20 seconds to play. She 
was one of four Monroe play
ers to produce double digit out
puts. 

Mainstay Taylor Jorris reg
istered a team-leading 23 tal
lies. There isn't a harder-work
ing player in the valley than 
the Lady Noles senior who 
cashed in all seven of her sec
ond half field goal attempts. 

Davis donated 13 points as 
did teammates Aleisha Guiler 
and Alex Kuhn. The talented 
Guiler also grabbed a game
leading eight rebounds. Kuhff, 
looking nothing at all like an 
inexperienced freshman, 
heaved home a trio of three
pointers and was perfect on 
four free throw tries. 

Baker also received another 
solid night's work from senior 
Morgen Ramage who deliv
ered eight points and five 
rebounds. 

In defeat, Trail' s silky 

smooth Hannah Nelson netted 
a game-high 27 tallies, doing 
damage both from distance 
(four trifectas) and with an 
array of inside moves to the 
bucket. 

Monroe had few answers 
for Warriors; senior guard 
Casey Frame whose five field 
goals were all authored beyond 
the arc. Junior Chelsea Doutt 
contributed 13 markers and 
sophomore Kaitlyn Wolfe pro
vided six points off the bench. 

Trail moved out to a 15-11 
lead after one period and took 
a 32-27 lead to the lockerroom 
at halftime. "We didn't do a 
very good job attacking their 
zone early," Baker explained. 

Jorris returned from the 
break and proceeded to fashion 
six-of-six shooting. The versa
tile 5-10 senior was relentless 
underneath the hoop but also 
twice dialed long distance en 
route to a 14-point period that 
helped Monroe earn a 48-48 • 
knot at the final stop. 

Trail finished 18 of 48 
from the perimeter. Nelson 
nabbed six of her team's 24 
rebounds. The Lady warriors 
were charted for eight 
turnovers. Lineback's now 
1 3-6 squad is slated to host 
Frontier in a Wednesday 
nighter at Old Washington. 

Monroe Central totaled 23 
rebounds and was guilty of 
eight giveaways. 

BIJCKEYE TRAIL (64) -
Abrams o, 0-0 o; Bates 0, 0-0 0; 
Frame, Court. 0, 0-0 0; Alt 1, 0-2 3; 
Wolfe 1. 4-5 6; Doutt 3, 5-5 13; 
Frame, Gas. 5, 0-0 15; Nelson B, 7-
B 27. Totals - 1 B, 16-20. MON
ROE CENTRAL (72) - LaFollette 
0, 0-0 0; Lafferree 1; 0-0 2; 
Ramage 3, 2-5 B; Kuhn 3. 4-4 13; 
Davis 5. 2-2 13; Guiler 6, 1-5 13; 
Jorris 9, 3-5 23. Totals - 27, 12-
21 . 

Three-point goals. Buckeye 
Trail - Gas. Frame (5), • Nelson 
(4), Doutt (2), Alt. Monroe Central 
- Kuhn (3), Jorris (2), Davis. 

Gibson may be reached at: rgib
son@timesleaderonline.com 
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Seminoles are for Real 

Barnesville claims 
Class AAA title 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 

The stories surrounding the 
Barnesville Shamrocks are 
countless. 

Maybe it's the fact that they 
were down by double digits in 
the regular-season finale and 
needed a late trey to cap the 
comeback and advance to the 
championship bracket of the 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC Bas
ketball Champ10nship. 

Or was it the fact that once 
they got into the tournament 
they found themselves on the 
road at a strong Wheeling Cen
tral outfit Check that off the list 

And then Saturday at Ohio 
University Eastern, the Sham
rocks capped their amazing run 
in the inaugural OV AC Basket
ball Championship with an 
impressive 50-33 victory 
against top-seeded Martins 
Feny in the Class AAA finale. 

''Hats off to the OV AC for 
coming up with this idea," said 
a smiling Barnesville coach 
Jamie Carpenter, who knows his 
team would have been third and 
gotten nothing in last year's for
mat "The last couple of weeks 
have been a wild ride, but the 
girls never quit on me even 
when we went through a tough 
stretch." 

For its efforts, Barnesville 
will make more room on its 
already jam-packed walls and 
trophy cases for the OV AC title 
that the Shamrocks are bringing 
back to western Belmont Coun
ty. 

While there are already 70 
OV AC titles housed m Bar
nesville, this is the first title in 
the sport of basketball in either 
boys or girls. 

"Before we left (for QUE) 
today, we took a walk around 
our gym and looked at all of the 
banners that hung there and 
wanted to hang our own," Car
penter said. 

Senior Chelsey Keylor -
who scored only seven points in 
the game - is the Shamrocks' 
leader on and off the floor. 

• 'This win is for our entire 
""1-,"""I ,.-..1 ~t.~ -..:-- -

Photo by Jott Joseph Martins Ferry's Courtney Coleman, right, looks to shoot as Barnesvllle's Allie Doan defends during Saturday's game. 
ers coach Dave Reasbeck 
knows there is still basketball to 
be played and he also knows 
when next year's OVAC Tour
nament rolls around, he'll have 
all but one of his players back. 

"Give Barnesville aJJ of the 
credit" Reasbeck said. "I did
o 't think seven seniors com
pared to one senior would make 
that much of a difference, but it 
did because we had a deer in the 
headlights look early in the 
game, but it's okay because 
we've got the tournament com
ing up and we want to get back 
here next year and try it again.'' 

The Shamrocks came out and 
took the game to the Purple Rid
ers, jumping to a 9-0 lead 
before Courtney Coleman 
buried a 3 more than halfway 
into the first period. 

Behind seven points from 
Allie Doan, the Shamrocks took 
command with a I 2-3 first 
quarter. 

"I ate my Wheaties this 
morning," Doan joked during 
the post-game press conference. 

Feny - which shot an ice
cold 3 of 30 from 2-point range 
- cut into the deficit with a 
15-13 second period, making it 
a 25-18 reading at the break. 

Lacey Neavin hit two treys 
for the Purple, while Megan 
Phillips came into the game for 
the injured Erica Welch and 

goals. I think I just want to 
throw. them away and hope it 
was a fluke.'' 

The Shamrocks finished the 
deal with a 16-12 fourth peri
od. Doan was again the go-to
person with seven more points. 
All told. Doan led the way for 
Barnesville with 16 points. 

Phillips came off the bench 
to score 12 points, including a 
trio of treys. She hit a pair of 
dagger treys in the second half 
just when it seemed as if the 
Riders were about to make a 
run. 

"Megan really stepped up 
and played well," Carpenter 
said. "Megan's come up big 
for us the last two weeks." 

Coming into the game, one 
of the more unheralded players 
for Barnesville was senior 
Leah Bettinger and aJJ she did 
was score IO points and block 
seven shots. 

"Bettinger was the differ
ence inside," Reas beck said. 
"She's their Shae Moreland 
and we knew that coming in.'' 

Martins Feny was led by 
Neavin who finished with 13 
points while Coleman added 12. 

Barnesville held a com
manding 32-18 edge on the 
boards. Doan and Bettinger 
went for eight and seven, 
respectively to lead the Rocks. 
Coleman h::uf ,;.iy to n~"jll P,=,m, 

Monroe Central 
captures first 
girls' championship 

By SETH STASKEY 
For the News-Register 

This just in, the Monroe 
Central Lady Seminoles are 
for real. 

Another thing that people 
had better take note of, the 
Seminoles can flat-out shoot 
it 

They displayed all of their 
skills Saturday afternoon at 
the inaugural Wheeling Hospi
tal OVAC Girls Basketball 
Championship at the Health 
and Physical Education Center 
at Ohio University-Eastern. 

The Seminoles - the sec
ond seed in the Class AA tour
nament - took care of top
seeded Steubenville Cathohc 
by a 66-39 count to win the 
school's first-ever girls' bas
ketball conference title. 

"This has been a great 
event and it's even greater that 
we were able to win,'' Monroe 
Central coach Troy Baker 
said. "It's been a great experi
ence for everyone involved, 
and we're just thrilled to death 
to be the champions." 

While Monroe Central is 
vasking in the glory of its title, 
the Steubenville Catholic Cru
saders were left to do nothing, 
but shake their heads. 

"We had a chance to see 
Monroe Central once and then 
on tape, but this was by the far 
the best I'd seen them play in 
the now three times," 
Steubenville Catholic coach 
Kevin Barr said. "They shot 
the ba!J well and my hat's off 
to Monroe for their perform
ance.·• 

It was pointed out to Barr 
after the game that had the 
tournament system not been in 
place, his team would be mak
mg preparations to hoist the 
banner. However that did 
nothing to sway Barr's opin
ion on the event 

"Before this it was just a 
paper champion," Barr said. 
'We like this event and this is 

the way a championship 
should be decided and that's 
on the court.•• 

The Seminoles could have 
played with about anyone 
regardless of size and seed 
when they shoot the ball like 
they did on the QUE court 

Mnnnlf'. rPntr~l 1r-nnrlrPrl 

Photo by Joel Jospeh Monroe Central's Taylor Jorrls (23) dribbles around Steubenvllle Catholic's Emily Canella on Saturday. 
down I 8 of 36 shots from the called the time out and just floor and 6 of 12 from behind took the game over from the arc. there," Barr said. 

"U Monroe shoots the ball The Seminoles outscored well, they have a chance to go Steubenville Catholic by a 29-a long way in the (sectional) 13 count in the second half. tournament" Barr revealed. While Davis' shooting stole The shooting was some- some of the show, not lost in thing that didn't surprise the shuffle was the play of Baker. junior forward Aleisha Guiler "We've shot the ball well who scored 23 points and had from the perimeter all sea- eight rebounqs and four steals. son," Baker said. "We aver- Guiler scored I 2 of those age close to 50 percent from points in the first half when the floor for the season." Monroe Central built its work-Included in the shooting ing margin. 
performance was the individ- Davis finished with a game-ual effort of Karlie Davis who high 24 points. 
canned five treys in the first The Seminoles also did the half, including one at the horn, job on the defensive end, Jimwhich poshed the Lady Semi- 1tiog a!J-state candidate Ginny noles' advantage to 37-26 at Petties to just one field goal the break. and only six points. 

"When I feel it I shoot it" "I don't know if it was as Davis said matter of factly. much what we did or Ginny "My teammates did a good having an off night," Baker job of getting me the ball and I said. 
knocked down some shots.'' Senior Katie DiPiero led the "That shot was huge," Crusaders with 14 points. Baker said of Davis' bomb. Emily Canella added rune. "It's definitely a lot better to Monroe Central held a 25-be up 11 and I think we closed 18 edge on the ;iass. 
th~ ha!r with the last seven OVAC Cius AA ~plonshlps pomts. Monroe Centnl ea. 
. The Crusaders made a run M- K~~~~,t~:c ,3J 3.4 23; m the early moments of the Lafferra o 0-0 o; a.Goller o 0-0 o; Davis second half. but after a quick 1 5-6 24; L.aForetta 1 0-0 2; Ramage 2 J.. • fr ' Bak th S • 6 7; Jroris 2 0-0 5; Parks 0 0-0 0; Parden· timeout om er, e emi- o 0--0 o; Marshall 1 o-o 2; Dimmarllng a noles took the game over for 0-0 o; Totals: 24 12-10 66. ood. S - Marrow 0 0--0 0; Hutton 0 0-0 0; g Sewon 2 Q--0 4; DlPiero 6 0-0 14; Patties ''We used a lot of energy at 1 44 6; canella 2 3-4 9; Petchal 2 0-0 4; that Pol.nt and g1·ve •Monroe Shaw02-42;Totals.: 139-1239. • . 3--Polnt Goals: Davis 5, Jorrls: DIP/Aro ,.. .. ,,,rl,t ,,.,...,., .... 1-. ... ~~-•~- .. 1.- •• 
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Riders 
Barnesville claims 
Class AAA title 

By SETH Sf ASKEY 
For the News-Register 

The stories surrounding the 
Barnesville Shamrocks are 
countless. 

Maybe it's the fact that they 
were down by double digits in 
the regular-season finale and 
needed a late trey to cap the 
comeback and advance to the 
championship bracket of the 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC Bas
ketball Cbarnp10nship. 

Or was it the fact that once 
they got into the tournament 
they found themselves on the 
road at a strong Wheeling Cen
tral outfit Check that off the list 

And then Saturday at Ohio 
University Eastern, the Sham
rocks capped their amazing run 
in the inaugural OV AC Basket
ball Championship with an 
impressive 50-33 victory 
against top-seeded Martins 
Ferry in the Oass AAA finale. 

"Hats off to the OVAC for 
coming up with this idea," said 
a smiling Barnesville coach 
Jamie Carpenter, who knows his 
team would have been third and 
gotten nothing in last year's for
mat "The last couple of weeks 
have been a wild ride, but the 
girls never quit on me even 
when we went through a tough 
stretch.'' 

For its efforts, Barnesville 
will make more room on its 
already jam-packed walls and 
trophy cases for the OV AC title 
that the Shamrocks are bringing 
back to western Belmont Coun
ty. 

While there are already 70 
OV AC titles housed m Bar
nesville, this is the first title in 
the sport of basketball in either 
boys or girls. 

"Before we left (for OUE) 
today, we took a walk around 
our gym and looked at all of the 
banners that hung there and 
wanted to hang our own," Car
penter said. 

Senior Chelsey Keylor -
who scored only seven points in 
the game - is the Shamrocks' 
leader on and off the floor. 

"This win is for our entire 
school and the entire communi
ty of Barnesville," she pro
claimed during the press confer
ence. "Once we qualified for 
this the way we did, I think we 
just felt like we were destined to 
win. I had an off night, but 
we've got four other girls on the 
floor and they stepped it up." 

While Lady Riders are dis~ 
pointed about the outcome, Rid-

Photo by Joel Joseph 

Martins Ferry's Courtney Coleman, right, looks to shoot as 
Barnesville'~ Allie Doan defends during Saturday's game. 

ers coach Dave Reasbeck 
knows there is still basketball to 
be played and he also knows 
when next year's OVAC Tour
nament rolls around, he'll have 
all but one of his players back. 

"Give Barnesville all of the 
credit" Reasbeck said. "I did
n't think seven seniors com
pared to one senior would make 
that much of a difference, but it 
did because we had a deer in the 
headlights look early in the 
game, but it's okay because 
we've got the tournament com
ing up and we want to get back 
here next year and try it again.'' 

TbeShamrockscameoutand 
took the game to the Purple Rid
ers, jumping to a 9-0 lead 
before Courtney Coleman 
buried a 3 more than halfway 
into the first period. 

Behind seven points from 
Allie Doan, the Shamrocks took 
command with a 12-3 first 
quarter. 

"I ate my Wheaties this 
morning," Doan joked during 
the post-game press conference. 

Ferry - which shot an ice
cold 3 of 30 from 2-point range 
- cut into the deficit with a 
15-13 second period, making it 
a 25-18 reading at the break. 

Lacey Neavin hit two treys 
for the Purple, while Megan 
Phillips came into the game for 
the injured Erica Welch and 
connected on a trey as well to 
keep the Riders at bay. 

Martins Ferry went cold 
again in the third period and 
watched the Shamrocks take 
total control with a 9-3 period. 

"The third quarter has been a 
problem for us all season," 
Reasbeck said. "We shot some
thing like 9 of 49 from the floor 
and the seventh person had five 

goals. I think I just want to 
throw them away and hope it 
was a fluke.'' 

The Shamrocks finished the 
deal with a 16-12 fourth peri
od. Doan was again the go-to
person with seven more points. 
All told, Doan Jed the way for 
Barnesville with 16 points. 

Phillips came off the bench 
to score 12 points, including a 
trio of treys. She hit a pair of 
dagger treys in the second half 
just when it seemed as if the 
Riders were about to make a 
run. 

"Megan really stepped up 
and played well," Carpenter 
said. "Megan's come up big 
for us the last two weeks." 

Coming into the game, one 
of the more unheralded players 
for Barnesville was senior 
Leah Bettinger and all she did 
was score IO points and block 
seven shots. 

"Bettinger was the differ
ence inside,'' Reasbeck said. 
"She's their Shae Moreland 
and we knew that corning in." 

Martins Ferry was led by 
Neavin who finished with 13 
points while Coleman added 12. 

Barnesville held a com
manding 3 2- I 8 edge on the 
boards. Doan and Bettinger 
went for eight and seven, 
respectively to lead the Rocks. 
Coleman had six to pace Ferry. 

• •• 
~~rCM~pio~lf 

B - Kemp 2 0-0 6; Phlln';:111-2 12; 
Bahmer O 0-0 O; J.Mlller O 0-0 O; Keylor 3 
0-0 7; Welch O 0-0 O; Doan 7 2-2 16; 
Moore O 0-0 O; S.Philllps O 0-0 O; M.Millar 
0 0-0 O; Hines D 0-0 O; Bettinger 5 0-0 10; 
totals: 21 3---4 SO. 

M - Burch 1 0--0 3; Vlnci 1 0-0 3; Wright 
0 0--0 O; Coleman 2 7-6-12; Chambliss O 0-
0 0; Frohapfel 0 2·2 2; Lucas 0 0-0 0; Parn
phliss O 0-0 O; Neavin 5 0-0 13; Moreland 
O 0-0 O; Totals: 9 9-10 33. 

3-Point Goals: Phillips 3, Kamp, Keylor; 
Noavin 3, Burch, Vinci, Coleman 

captures rrrst 
girls' championship 

By SETH STASKEY 
For the News-Register 

This just in, the Monroe 
Central Lady Seminoles are 
for real. 

Another thing that people 
had better take note of, the 
Seminoles can flat-out shoot 
it 

They displayed all of their 
skills Saturday afternoon at 
the inaugural Wheeling Hospi
tal OV AC Girls Basketball 
Championship at the Health 
and Physical Education Center 
at Ohio University-Eastern. 

The Seminoles - the sec
ond seed in the Class AA tour
nament - took care of top
seeded Steubenville Cathohc 
by a 66-39 count to win the 
school's first-ever girls' bas
ketball conference title. 

''This has been a great 
event and it's even greater that 
we were able to win," Monroe 
Central coach Troy Baker 
said. "It's been a great experi
ence for everyone involved, 
and we're just thrilled to death 
to be the champions.'' 

While Monroe Central is 
vasking in the glory of its title, 
the Steubenville Catholic Cru
saders were left to do nothing, 
but shake their heads. 

"We had a chance to see 
Monroe Centrdl once and then 
on tape, but this was by the far 
the best I'd seen them play in 
the now three times,'' 
Steubenville Catholic coach 
Kevin Barr said. "They shot 
the ball well and my hat's off 
to Monroe for their pel-forrn
ance.'' 

It was pointed out to Barr 
after the game that had the 
tournament system not been in 
place, his team would be mak
mg preparations to hoist the 
banner. However that did 
nothing to sway Barr's opin
ion on the event 

"Before this it was just a 
paper champion," Barr said. 
"We like this event and this is 
the way a championship 
should be decided and that's 
on the court'' 

The Seminoles could have 
played with about anyone 
regardless of size and seed 
when they shoot the ball like 
they did on the OUE court 

Monroe Central knocked 

Photo by Joel Jospeh 

Monroe Central's Taylor Jorrls (23) dribbles around 
Steubenville Catholic's Ernlly Canella on Saturday. 

down 18 of 36 shots from the 
floor and 6 of 12 from behind 
the arc. 

"If Monroe shoots the ball 
well, they have a chance to go 
a Jong way in the (sectional) 
tournament" Barr revealed. 

The shooting was some
thing that didn't surprise 
Baker. 

"We've shot the ball well 
from the perimeter all sea
son," Baker said. "We aver
age close to 50 percent from 
the floor for the season." 

Included in the shooting 
performance was the individ
ual effort of Karlie Davis who 
canoed five treys in the first 
half, including one at the horn, 
which pushed the Lady Semi
noles' advantage to 37-26 at 
the break. 

"When I feel it I shoot it" 
Davis said matter of factly. 
"My teammates did a good 
job of getting me the ball and I 
knocked down some shots.'' 

"That shot was huge," 
Baker said of Davis' bomb. 
"It's definitely a Jot better to 
be up 11 and I think we closed 
the half with the last seven 
points.'' 

The Crusaders made a run 
in the early moments of the 
second half, but after a quick 
timeout from Baker, the Semi
noles took the game over for 
good. • 

"We used a Jot of energy at 
that point, and give Monroe 
credit again because they 

called the time out and just 
took the game over from 
there,'' Barr said. 

The Seminoles outscored 
Steubenville Catholic by a 29-
13 count in the second half. 

While Davis' shooting stole 
some of the show, not lost in 
the shuffle was the play of 
junior forward Aleisha Guiler 
who scored 23 points and had 
eight rebouncjs and four steals. 

Guiler scored 12 of those 
points in the first half when 
Monroe· Central built its work
ing margin. 

Davis finished with a game
high 24 points. 

The Seminoles also did the 
job on the defensive end, lim
iting all-state candidate Ginny 
Petties to just one field goal 
and only six points. 

"I don't know if it was as 
much what we did or Ginny 
having an off night," Baker 
said. 

Senior Katie DiPiero led the 
Crusaders with 14 points. 
Emily Canella added nme. 

Monroe Central held a 25-
18 edge on the glass. 

••• 
OVAC ctau AA Ch1111!Pionshlps 

Monroe Central 66, 
Steubenvma Cl!lthoDc 39 

M- Kuhn 1 1-2 3; Goller 10 3-4 23; 
lafferra 0 0-0 0; O.Guller 0 0-0 0; Davls 
7 5-6 24; LaFolette 1 0-0 2; Ramage 2 3-
6 7; Jrorls 2 0-0 5; Parks O 0-0 O; Parden· 
0 0-0 O; Marshall 1 0-0 2; DJmmerling 0 
0-0 O;Totals: 24 12-16 66. 

S - Merrow O 0--0 O; Hutton O 0--0 O; 
SllWDn 2 0-0 4; DiPlero 6 0-0 14; Pettles 
1 4-4 6; canella 2 3-4 9; Patchal 2 0-0 4; 
Shaw O 2-4 2;Totaf!I: 13 9-12 39. 

3-Po!nt Goals: Davia 5, Jorrie; DiPlero 
2, Canella 2 



·st. John Wins Third in a Row 
Kapral: You have to 
play the games to 
determine a champ 

By KIM NORTH 
For the News-Register 

It was only fitting that the 
girls' basketball team with the 
most Ohio Valley Athletic Con
ference championships was the 
first of four crowned on the 
court Saturday. 

Bellaire St. john its 14th 
Class A title early Saturday 
morning with a 71-65 come
from-behind victory against 
Beallsville in the inaugural 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC 
Championships at a spacious 
Ohio University-Eastern venue 
in St Clairsville. 

The victory raises the Fight
ing Irish to 1 8-2 on the season 
and avenges one of their two 
re~ular-season setbacks, that 
bemg an 82-75 verdict to the 
Blue Devils (14-6) in early Jan
uary at Bellaire. 

"This is different," St. John 
coach Bubba Kapral said. 
"We've won the last two and 
more than anyone else, but this 
one is different because we won 
it on the court You have to play 
these games on the court 

"Playing Beallsville also 
made. it different because we 
had split with them. This the 
way to do it You have to play 
the g,,mes to detennine a league 
champion." 

St. John's only other loss 
may have had something to do 
with Saturday's outcome as the 
Irish saw Class AAA tourna
ment champ Barnesville rally 
from 14 down Wednesday night 
to ~ta 72-71 nod. 

'You know, that loss might 
have been a blessing in dis
guise." added Kapral, who has 
now won eight OV AC girls 
titles in his 14 years at St John. 

"We knew what to expect 
from them," Beallsville coach 
Terry Jarrett said. "We missed 
some shots that we usually 
make and our free throw shoot
ing wasn't what we usually 
shot. But, hey, they're a great 
team and hopefully we'll see 
them down the rorui" 

Beallsville, which entered the 
contest as the No. 2 seed and 
routed Bridgeport (80-59) in 
the semifinals, used a strong 
first-half showing by senior 
Savannah Burke to rake a 15-12 
advantage after one period. 

When the 5-foot-11 Burke 
banked home a basket at the 
3:56 marlc of the second period, 
Beallsville had increased its.le.ad 
to 10, 27-17. 

However, the top-seeded 
Irish weren't about to give up as 
they turned up the full-court 
pressure defense a notch or two. 
The defensive pressure forced 
the Blue Devils into several 
turnovers which led to e.asy bas
kets. 

Seniors Sara Wamsley and 
Kylie Kidder ignited a 12-0 run 
that saw all five SJC starters 
score to put the designated hosts 
ahead, 2 9-2 7, with 2 I seconds 
left in the opening half. 

Wamsley started the run with 
an inside basket and Kelly 
Perzanowski scored on a layup 
after charting a steal. Kidder, 
who was plagued with foul 
trouble for the most part, fol
lowed up a missed shot and then 
converted a layup after stealing 
the ball. Natalie Perzanowski 
meshed a pair of free throws to 
knot the pme, and Kristina 
Velkovich s inside basket gave 
the Irish the lerui 

Burke's two charity tosses 
evened the count and a strong 
inside move by Alyssa Headley 
put the Blue Devils back on top, 
31-29. After Beallsville had 
rnken a 33-30 edge, Wamsley 
hit a foul shot and then cashed 
in a 2-pointer with nine seconds 
remaining to forge a tie at the 
break. 

"There was no sense of 
urgency at halftime," Kapral 
said. "There was no yelling or 
screaming. We knew that we 
hadn't played our best, and yet 
we were tied." 

The two rivals, who could 
meet once again in the upcom
ing sectional tournament, traded 
points for most of the third peri
od, but the Irish took the lead 
for good when Natalie 
Perzanowski' s second 3 at 3 :2 7 
snapped a 46-all deadlock. 

St John Central closed out 

the period on an 8-2 run to lead, 
54-48, with 8 minutes left to 
play. 

A quick 6-2 burst to start the 
fmal chapter bumped the count 
to 1 O at 60-50, and the Irish 
used some timely free throw 
shooting down the stretch for 
their third straight OV AC 
crown. 

After Beallsville had pulled to 
within four, 64-60, Natalie 
Perzanowski meshed three char
ity tosses and Justene Delman 
converted both of her attempts. 

"These girls are battle test
ed," Kapral continued. 

"They have been there before 
and have always risen to the 
top.'' 

Most of the pre-game talk 
centered on how St John was 
going to stop the 1-2 inside 
punch of the Blue Devils' Burke 
and Headley, Wamsley and 
Velkovich held their own, and 
then some. 

While Burke scored a game
high 2 7 and added I 0 
rebounds and Headley had 17 
points and a game-high 13 
boards, the Irish duo combined 
for 3 I points and 2 3 rebounds. . 

Wamsley had 25 points and 
11 rebounds, while Velkovich 
added just six points, but pulled 
down a dozen missed shots. 
Kidder was charted with five 
steals, while Natalie Perzanows
ki added I 7 points, four steals 
and four assists. 

Tori Jarrett also reached dou
ble figures for the Blue Devils 
with 11 points. 

Beallsville turned the ball 
over 21 times, six more the St 
John. 

The two teams are back in 
action Saturday in Ohio Divi
sion JV Sectional Tournament 
action at Union Local Hi~h 
School. Beallsville tangles with 
Shadyside at I p.m., while St 
John faces River at 7 p.m. 

• •• OVAC Clan A Championship 
Bellaire SL John 71, 8-■llsvilla 64 

Be - Headley 7 3-4 17; Jarrett 4 1-2 
11; Burke 9 9-U. 27; Arnold 1 1-5 3; Lal
lathln 1 3-6 6; Fraley 0 0--0 0; Contos 1 0-
0 2; Totals: 23.47 17-31 65. 

BSJ - N.Perzanowskl 4 7-8 17; 
K.Parzanowskl 3 0-0 6; Wasmley 10 6-8 
25; Kldder 2 1-4 5; Velkovich 3 0-0 6; 
Delman 3 2-3 8; Jenkins 2 0--0 4; Totals: 
27-77 15-23 71. 
3-Polnt Goals.: Jarrett 2, N.Perzanowsld 
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At The Finals ... 
One Lucky Fan Will Have The Chance To Win 125,000 Courtesy of 

THE HEALTH PLAN 
2008 Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball Championships 

Schedule/Media Coverage 
Girls' Finals* - Television Replay Schedule 

A-10:00am - Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI - Monday, Feb. 4 at 7:00pm • 
AA-1 :OOpm - Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI - Tuesday, Fab. 5 at 7:00pm 
AAA- 4:00pm - Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI - Wednesday, Feb. 6 at 7:00pm 
AAAA- 7:00pm - Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI- Thursday, Fab. 7 at 7:00pm 

Boys' Semifinals-Tues., Feb. 5-played on the home courts of the higher seeds 

Boys' Finals* - Sal, Feb. 9 - OUE - all games live on AM 1600 WKKX / www,wkkx.com 
A-10:00am - Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI-Monday, Feb. 11 at 7:00pm 
AA-1:00pm • Tap...O.lay on Comcast FYI- Tuesday, Feb. 12 at 7:00pm 
AAA-4:00pm -Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI-Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 7:00pm 
AAAA- 7:00pm • Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI- Thursday, Feb. 14 at 7:00pm 

• Replays of the Rnals will also be available to be seen on Comcast's Wdeo On Demand service. 
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T-l Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 
MONROE CENTRAL captured the Wheeling Hospital Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Class AA girls' basketball championship Saturday with a 66-39 win over Steubenville 
Catholic. Additional Images can be found at cu.tlmesleaderonllne.com 

• Monroe---------------
con11nued from Page C1 

the court." 
The Lady Seminoles could 

have played with about anyone 
regardless of size and seed 
when they shoot the ball like 
they did on the OUE court. 

The Lady Seminoles 
knocked down I 8-of-36 shots 
From lhe noor and six-of-I2 
From behind the arc. 

"IF Monroe shoots the ball 
well, they have a chance lo go 
a long way in the (sectional) 
tournament." Burr revealed. 

The shooting wns some
thing that didn't surprise 
Baker. 

"We've shot the ball well 
From the perimeter all season," 
Baker said. "We average close 
to 50 percent From the floor 
for the season." 

Included in the shooting 
performance was the individ
ual effort of Karlie Davis who 
canned five treys in the first 
half. including one at the horn, 
which pushed tlie Lady 
Seminole advantage to 37-26 
al the break. 

"When I feel it, I shoot it," 
Davis said matter of factly. 
"My teammates did a good job 

of getting me the ball and I 
knocked down some shots." 

"That shot was huge," 
Baker said of Davis' bomb. 
"It's definitely a lot better to 
be up 11 and I think we closed 
the half with the last seven 
points." 

The Lady Crusaders made a 
run in the early moments of the 
second half, but nfler a quick 
timeout From Baker, the Ludy 
Seminoles took lhe gume over 
for good. 

"We used u lot of energy ul 
that point. and give Monroe 
credit ngain because they 
culled the time out and just 
took the game over from 
there," Barr said. 

The Lady Seminoles 
outscored Steubenville 
Catholic hy 11 29-13 count in 
the second half. 

While Davis' shooting stole 
some of tl1e show, not lost in 
the shufne wus the play of jun
ior forward Aleshia Gullcr 
who scored 23 points and hud 
eight rebounds and four steals. 

Guiler scored 12 of those 
points in the first half when the 
Lady Seminoles built their 

working margin. 
Davis• f1nishcd with a game

high 24 points. 
The Lady Seminoles also 

did the job on the defensive 
end, limiting all-state candi
date Ginny Petties lo just one 
field goal and only six pninls. 

"I don't know if ii was as 
much what we did or Ginnv 
having an off night." Buker 
said. 

Senior Katie DiPiero led the 
Ladv Crusaders with 1-1 
poin'ts. Emily Canella added 
nine. 

Monroe Central held a 25-
18 edge on the glass. 

Scoring: 
Wheeling Hospital OVAC 
Class AA Cheimplonshlp 
MONROE CENTRAL 66, 

STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIC 39 
MONROE CENTRAL (66) - Kuhn 

1, 1-2 3; Gu1!er 10, 3-4 23, Lafferre O, 0-
0 0: 0. Guiler 0, 0-0 0. Davis 7, 5.5 24 
LaFollette 1, 0-0 2: Ramage 2, 3-5 7: 
Jorrls 2, 0-0 5; Parks o, 0-0 O: Parden O 
0-0 D; Marshall 1, O·O 2; D1mmerling 0, 
0-0 o: Totals. 24, 12-16 66. 
STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIC (39) -
Marrow O, 0-0 O: Hul!on O, 0-0 O: Sawon 
2, 0-0 4:DJPiero 6, 0-0 14; Pe!1ies 1, 4-4 
6; Canella 2, 3-4 9; Pe!c::hal 2, 0-0 4: 
Shaw 0, 2-4 2; Totals: 13, 9-12 39 

Three-Pain! Field Goals· MC -
Davis (5), Jorrls. sec - OIP1ero (2). 
Canella 12). 
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ST.·JOBN 
FIGHTING IRISB 

T-L pt,oto SETH STASKEY e 

PICTURED IS .the 2007-08 St. John Lady Irish Basketball Taam. Sitting In fro.nt, from 
left, are Andrea llmko, Juslt,me Dalman and Kelly Perzanowski. Kneeling, from left, 
Ellie Lemasters, Kylie Kidder, Natalie Perzanowski and Andrea Lemasters. Standing, In 
back, from left are; Jacque· Flowers, Alexa Macri, Sara Wamsley, Lauren Jenkins, 
Kristina Velkovlch, Kylee Caddell, Emily Hawthorne and head coach Bubba Kapral. 
Absent was Jordan Nickerson. • 

~GO IRISH! 
PHONE 

(740) 676-9015 

THE ROOSEVELT 
HOME MADE PASTA 

OUR SPECIALTY 

3175 UNION STREET, BELLAIRE, OH 43906 

----------...... --. Midei food 
& fuel 

Tiltonsville, Ohio 
7 40-859-9926 

Brilliant, Ohio 
7 40-598-3864 

GOOD LUCK LADY IRISH 
BASKETBALL TEAM! 

Good Luck 
Fighting Irish! 000D LUCK IRISH. 
BELLAIRE. 
LEGION 

POST 52 

STATE FARM 

·:A 
Ray DeGenova, Agent 
3871 central Avenue, 
Shadyside, OH 43947 

1t-~•-N-su_R_A_N_c_
1
., Office: 740-676-1631 

·FIRST 78-~2th Street, Board of Trade Building 

Wheeling, WV 26003 
• • Phone: 304/232•1633 

Fmanc1al Partners Toll Free: 866-825•9584 
"~F;;,,,n, www.firstflnanclalDartners.com • 

VINCENT R. GALLAGHER, BONNIE L. ZAGULA, 
MATTHEW E. ZAGULA, JOHN P. LARCH 

TOTAL FINANCIAL PLANNING AND WEALTH 
MANAGEMENT 

&'CWi.111:s and Investment Advi.wn, Servlces offered through RepresentaUues of NFP Securilles, 
Inc, a Broker/Dealer. Member F1NRA/S1PC anlt Federally Tl.egistercd Investment Aduisor. First 
Ftnandal Partners is wt u.[fillale of NFP SecurU!es, Inc, rind a subsldlaty of Natfonal Flnwldal 
Partners Cmp., lite parent company qf NFP Seruritles, Inc. 

Zeakes 
Sunoco & 
Carry Out 

401 Main St. 
Bridgeport, Ohio 

740-635-9910 
Good Luclc Irish! 

Top seeds set to 
meet in Class 1-A 
• St. John, Beallsville meet in Saturday's opener 
By SETH STASKEY schools left standing after a rig-
Times Leader Sports Edttor orous regular season chase for 

the top four and Monday's 
When the season began semi-final games are exactly 

• more than two months ago ilnd the two most thought It would 
folks looked at possible be. 
matchups for the championship The Class 1-A title game 
games of the Wheeling between top-seeded St John 
Hospital OV AC Basketball and second-seeded Beallsville 
Championship the St John and kick off a full day of champi
Beallsville girls were the two onship hOOJ1 action when they 
teams most mentioned. meet at 10 am~in the first of 

Now that the championship four games at Ohio University
games are a little less than 24 Eastern. 
hours away, the two small The Lady Irish and Lady 

Blue Devils will meet for the 
ON IH. !;'COYER ! third time he th 1 

. Plct1.u;~-· ~•a• ~ey ~layer\ · w n ey ace up 
itrom1eaQh'.~~the> :Sigh~ ~~1!':-•~a~u1:i'.'c~t ~~~n °!~h! 
teams, TQp row;'.frl~ni"leftii 75-68 victor in Monroe 
atefS11rl\\ Wam!>l!W. (S~j County, while the Lady Blue 
Joh'n),' ,Gfnr,y •.·· '~_ettles, 
~Steubenville·,. qf>:~ ahd) 

!l,'(apriah~ , .· ...•. Jr!rke1 /ae. a11~\il. )~. :1ws1qri:i
1
3Pw,1 from: le . ,. • are A elsha. 

Gilller . (Monroe Central); 
• ahd. iJµUe, Young: (4) and1 

•. oarrle..· Tal~ll'lgto11 (44),1 
(John Marshall). Bottom 
row, from left, are Chelsey: 
Keylor (Barnesville),! 
Courtney Coleman! 
(Martins Ferry) and 
Meghan Billick. (Indian: 
Creek).· 
✓:•·. T.J,Co\'llfllellgnlEmllY Domlr.d. 

See, 1-A, Page 3 

WHAT'S INSIDE 
Class 2-A. .............. 5 
Class 3-A. .............. 8 
Class 4-A. ............. 12 

HEALTH PLAtl 
Het9ForYau 

1.800.624.89tt1 
hNllhplan.org 

SAVE-RITE PHARMACY 
Ph~;;;p676~3B43RE"3 

Phil Pata II, Pharmacist • Phil Pata, Pharmacist 

10°10 DISCOUNT GOOD 
LUCK 
IRISH! 

ON PRESCRIPTIONS 
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 

We handle all third party prescriptions. 
ms Belmont Street, Bcllalre, Ohio 

e~s~ 
68210.BelmontAvenue • Bridgeport, Ohio 43912 

(740) 635-3064 • (740) 635-1153 • FAX (740) 635-1511 

I. J.J.C. & SONS EXCAVATING. 
11. E-Z CAR WASH 
Ill. DOUBLE J LAUNDROMAT 
IV. MINI STORAGE RENTAL 
V. TANNING CENTER 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



OVAC GIRLS BASKETBALL 

Let's Meet 
The Teams 

ST, JOHN CEffTRAL 
No. Name 13{, Hl Pos. 
00 Alma t..eMa:sters 10 5-7 F 
1 Kyle Kktler 12 5'6 G 
2 Kr,oo Caddel 10 5'6 F 
3 Nalalia Peuanowskl 12 5-8 G 
4 Justene DemM 11 5-8 G 
10 Lauren Jeoons 11 S.7 F 
11 Mlxa Macri t O 5{i F 
12 Kris1b1a Velkovich 12 EHl C 
13 Andrea Tm© 9 5-7 G 
15 Keffy Perzaoowskl 10 5-5 G 
25 Sara Wamsley 12 5-9 F 
34 Jacque Flowers 10 5-5 G 
41 Eiie l..aMaster5 9 5-9 G 
43 Jordan Ndie1BOr1 9 5-6 G 
44 Erriy Haw1tome 8 5'6 G 
Head Corl: Pooert 'Bubba' -
Assis!an1 Cooc!wl,; .im Mura4 M;• t.\Jrad-Oegg and 
Or, Jorry L.bel-
AlNe!ic - Dome Murray PrirdpaJ: Marc Kajlez 

BEALLSV1LlE 
No. Name Gr. 1-11. Pas. 
1 Afyssa TavoleW B 5-1 G 
4 Tori Jarell 10 5-9 G 
1 D Afyssa Headey 11 5-11 F 
11 Jessica~~ 9 5-5 G 
12 Br.n1y Con"3 11 ~ G 
13 5M>aTlha Slepto<, 9 5-5 G 
15 LalaraAmokl 12 5·2 G 
20 Alexls Ka1zJgg 10 5-11 F 
22 Mwtha ~ 12 5-7 F 
24 Kristin LB!lathn 11 &-7 G 
30 Amanda Fraley 12 5-11 F 
32 SMmah Burka 12 5-11 F 
34 Stacia Seaesl 9 5-8 F 
55 Rebecca Gaick 10 S. 7 G 
Heal Coaclc T eny Jarratt 
- Coach: Fbck Jarrelj 
A!h.la& Dra::!or. Delmas Moore 
Principal: Ryan CakMell 

FIGGY'S 
FUEL MART 
OPEN Mon. thru Fri. 7 A.M, • 9 P .M. 

Sat. & Sun. 8 A.M. • 9 P.M. 

FIGURSKl'S 
CATERING 

Log on to 

71:,TimesLeaderoN,.INtj 

Stay Connected to the 
Outside World ·--------
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Devils returned the favor in 
Bellaire early last month by 
virtue of a 82-7 5 count 

"Even if we would have 
won the title under the old for
mat, there would have still been 
some doubt since we split dur
ing the regular season, so fair is 
fair," said Lady Irish head 
coach Bubba Kapral who owns 
seven OV AC Girls Hoop titles 
already in his 14 years. "We've 
got no problems with the new 
system. We relish, embrace and 
like the new system, and we 
really believe the two best 
teams in Class A are left stand
ing." 

Beallsville head coach Terry 
Jarrett had a pretty good feeling 
that the Lady Irish would be 
involved and liked his team's 
chances as well. 

"When we won at St John, 
our girls said that (St. John's) 
players said going through the 
line we'll see you next time, so 
both teams knew It was going 
to come to this," Jarrett said. 
"In all honesty, there's no one 
we. would have rather faced in 
this than St. John." • 

While both teams look to 
play up-and-down games, St 
John's takes that philosophy to 
an extreme. The Lady Irish -
using a smothering full-court 
pressure and stick man-to-man 
defense - like to force as 
many turnovers as possible to 
use the athleticism that earned 
many of the Green players and 

its coach a state championship 
ring in track and field, 

"If we can do the things we 
want to do and do the things 
that got us to where we 're at," 
Jarrett said. "St. John wants to 
get out and pressure and try to 
disrupt things as much as possi
ble," 

The pressure has been very 
good to the Irish, but Kapral 
thinks Saturday's outcome 
could come down to defending 
in the half-court set against the 
Lady Blue , Devil bigs, 
Savannah Burke and Alyssa 
Headley who have formed one 
of the most dynamic duos in 
the area. 

"Beallsville's posts are big 
See, 1-A, Page 4 

ST. JOHN'S Kylie 
Kidder drives 
against Beallsvllle's 
Alyssa Headley 
during a game ear
lier this season. 
The same two 
teams will meet 
Saturday at 10 
a.m. In the Class 1-
A finals of the 
Wheeling Hospital 
OVAC Girls 
Basketball 
Championship. 

SPORTS UBDIN 

1-70 
Oglebay 
Exit 2A 
Carry 
Out: 

232-9555 
STEAKS•RIBS•CHICKEN•SPAGHETTl•SEAFOOD•SALADS 

BELMONT 
SAVINGS 

BANK 
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BEALLSVILLE 
BLUE DEVILS 

T·L Photo/SETH STASKEY 
PICTURED IS the 2007-08 Beallsville Lady Blue Devils Basketball Team. Front row, 
from left, are Savannah Burke, Martha Koehler, Latara Arnold and Amanda Fraley. 
Middle row, from left, are Tori Jarrett, Kristin Lallathln, Brandy Contos and manager 
Spencer Jarrett. Back row, from left:are head coach Terry Jarrett, Samantha Stephen, 
Stacia Secrest Alyssa Headley, Alexis Kanzlgg, Jessica Campbell, Rebecca Garlick and 
assistant coach Rick Jarrett. Absent was manager Troy Hickman. 

~ Westwood Landing 
A Senior Living Community 

by Assisted Living Concepts, Inc. 

Good Luck Blue Devils! 
37950 Airport Road, Woodsfield, OH 43793 

www.alcco.com .740-472-2200 

-------
Cl-:ArKW 

101 South Main St., 
Woodsfield, Ohio 43793 

740-472-1656 

GOOD LUCK 
BEALLSVILLE 

RICHARD 
A. Yoss 

GOOD LUCK BEALLSVILLE BLUE DEVILS! 

* Good Luck lady Bluo Dovil~ 

PAPPY JoDN~s LLc 
STATE ROUTE 145 

BEALLSVllLE, 01D0 43716 
,~,- :-,·., - :·; ·- - -_-,- ,· .. : ', ,·- . :- ,;;-_-_: ):,?T:·;s;;;::::r::--:~::;~::;:?~: ,-:'.·~-::~~-'>!'./~-: 

• , ' ,, . ,.PIZZA. ... SlllBS '\) . ,, • : ·Y :· 
' ,.,;,-,-;c_ ,', • ' ,.,,,,.,_. ''.''_!,'>',,,,,_~ ',' : ' --;·',,' "' ,,_,,_' ,,/•, /,, ,,,,, '. .,..,; '-,·. ·\· --'~ --•:1 

HB'Ai&Eft1;GooDs ~~Bl1-'J.?®J$::! 
f ·•r•;+ ·.:, ·-·- ::.,.,,..,_-~...,......,~..:.,,,:.:~;;0,;,t>;;J::;;?;.,_': ·-c'~----·,: __ \}~-;.:{'.:.}:'...:'.'3:-,:~;:·:.~-__..:,_._:_,.,,_·:~. _·.;~.:. ~j 

Ownenu Ruth nad .John C:ra111rr 

Your Friends At ~ HARPER 
FU~ERAL HOME 
Wishes The Lady Blue Devils A 

Successful Tournament Run! 
www.harperfh.net 

Horggghoo 
Bond Golf 

Courgg 
~,:f:!g)_E, C>;E\lf~ 

Armstrong MIiis Ohio 
(7 40) 686-2351 

·9 
BELMONT CAREER CENTER 

110 Fox Shannon Place, 
St Clalrsvllle, OH 
(740) 695-9130 

HARRISON CAREER CENTER 
• 82500 Cadiz Jewett Road 

Cadiz, OH 
(740) 942-2148 

www.BHCcenters.com 

"Want Career 
Success? 

Get Career Skills!" 

HEALTH PLAN 

Here For You 
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"Beallsville's posts are big 
and very talented, but you can't 
focus totally on them because 
they have guards who can 
knock down shots," Kapral 
offered. "The big key for us 
being able to play half-court 
defense because we're not 
going to be able to turn them 
over all night long with the 
press. We've also got to hold 
our own on the boards." 

Burke - a 5-ft-11 swing 
player - is the team's second
leading scorer and leading 
rebounder, netting 17.4 points 
and I 5.4 caroms a contest. 
Headley - who shoots a 
robust 56 percent from the 
field - is netting 19.5 points a 
game and nearly 13 rebounds a 
contest. She's also the team 
leader in assists, steals and 
blocked shots. 

"We're more than a one
dimensional team," Jarrett said. 
"We can do some damage 
inside and outside, but obvious
ly, we want to get the ball 
inside and let Savannah and 
Alyssa go to work. We wunt to 
try to get to the line as much as 
we can because those are where 

See, 1-A, Page 5 

1000 Third Sl, New Martlnsvllle, WV 26155 
1-866-455-2961 • www.waysldeonllne.com 

'-IL. BUFFALO WILD WINC.S 
lllr '.::::c' )t GRILL & BAR • 'c':::: 

FEATURING 
14 SIGNATURE SAUCES 

Tuesday 40e Wing Night 

Thursday SOC Boneless Wings t..a "'-,J 

740-695-2800 
GIiio Valley Plaza St. Clalrmlle, OH 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

• 
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games are won." 
• While Burke and Headley 

draw most of the attention, the 
Devils also have a solid back
court with sophomore Tori 
Jarrett running the show at the 
top. Latam Arnold is the two
guard for the Blue Devils and 
averages close to nine points a 
contest. Jarrett is a 28 percent 
shooter from deep and nets 
l l.4 points a game. 

The fifth starting spot 
belongs to defensive ace 
Kristin Lallathin who scores 
6. 7 points a game. 

"We know we have a major 
test on our hands Saturday," 
Kapral said. "We've proven 
(this year) we can play in a 
half-court game and we're not 
opposed to that, but our meal 
ticket is running and using our 
athleticism." 

Martha Koehler, Brandy 
Contos are the top subs in the 
backcourt, while senior 
Amanda Fraley is the top sub 
on the inside, providing Jarrett 
with another six-foot frame at 
his disposal. 

"We have to everyone click
ing on all cylinders," Jarrett 
said. "You've got to have 
everyone doing the things they 
need to do to get the job done." 

The speedy Lady Irish are 
led by their talented. quick and 
athletic back-court duo of sen
iors Natalie Perzanowski and 
Kylie Kidder. 

Perzanowski - a two-event 
state track champion in dis
tance running - averages 14 
points and five steals a game. 
Kidder - who owns state 
track gold on a relay team - is 
the sparkplug on both ends 
from her point-guard spot. She 

nets I 3 points and dishes six 
assists a contest. 

"Our guards are athletic and 
have gotten it done over the 
course of the entire season," 
Kapral said. 

While the Lady Blue 
Devils' inside play draws a lot 
of talk, St. John's boast., athlet
ic interior play as well. Senior 
Sara Wamsley has taken her 
game to another level accord
ing to her coach. She's leading 
the squad in scoring at l 7 
points a night. She also yanks 
down eight boards. 

Senior Kristina Velkovich is 
a mainstay on the inside, aver
aging seven points and nine 
rebounds an outing from her 
center spot. 

"For years we've lived and 
died with our guards, but we 
knew we'd have a nice team 
this year because of the posts 
we had coming back," Kapral 
confessed. "We think Sara is 
one of the premier players in 
the valley, who's been there 
night in and night out and 
Kristina is a post presence 
who's stepped up well in the 
back-half of the season." 

Sophmore Kelly 
Perzanowski rounds out the 
Lady Irish starting lineup. 
She's a relentess defender and 
a capable scorer, netting around 
seven a game; 

Coming off the bench, 
Justene Delman supplies depth 
in the backcourt, while Lauren 
Jenkins is another option on the 
interior for the Green. 

Beallsville advanced to the 
championship by eliminating 
Bridgeport in a rout and St. 
John wa~ a big winner over 
Valley in its semifinal game. 

Soiaalftilg llap(l8Riag 
la Si,Juta? . 

Tell Us In Our Virtual Newsroom at 
TimesleaderONLINE.com 

CilltSUBARU. @VOU<SWACEN 
www.wheeJln95ubaru.com www.wheelingvw.com 

1-70 Exit 5 Route 40 East, Elm Grove 
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Monroe, Steubenville. 
CC to clash for 2-A title 
By RICH GIBSON 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

Strangers when we meet 
That'_s basically the scenario 

regarding Saturday afternoon's 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC 
Basketball Championship 2-A 
title matchvp between Monroe 
Central's Ludy Seminoles and 
the Lady Crusaders of 
Steubenville Catholic Central. 

Monroe und sec will be 
meeting for the first time this 
season and doing so on a neu
tral floor, the spacious Athletic 
and Physical Education com
plex at Ohio University 
Eastern's rolling campus locat
ed west of SL Clairsville. 

As fans from both schools 
might anticipate, Saturday 
afternoon's ( I :00) tipoff 
appears to be a high-profile 
encounter involving two teams 
enjoying banner campaigns. 

TROY BAKER'S Lady 
Noles are a splendid 16-3 with 
setbacks incurred against 
Buckeye Trail, Frontier and 
Magnolia. • 

"Coming into the season, we 

set some fairly high standards," 
Baker explained. "We wanted 
to strive for OV AC and PVC 
(Pioneer Valley Conference) 
titles. We're thrilled to have 

See, 2-A, Page 6 

MONROE'S 
Karlie Davis 
glides In for a 
shot earlier this 
week in the 
Wheeling 
Hospital OVAC 
Basketball 
Championship. 
The Lady 
Seminoles will 
take part In 
Saturday's Class 
2-A final against 
Steubenville 
Catholic at 1 p.m. 

T-L Photoh.11KE 
PALMER 

HF Al TH Pl t~t-.1 

,,.,.ForYou 

1.800.124.11111 
~ 

"'-7 
~ 

I !l(icardo 'D. Zam6ito1 'D'DS 
:F ami{y Practice 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS! 
• Drilless Dentistry • Laser Dentistry 

• Intra-Oral Video Cameras • Rembrandt In-Office 
• Digital Photography Whitening System 

• Cerec-Same Day Crown Reconstruction 
These are just a few of tlie many tec1mologies in Dentistry tliat 

Dr. Zambito & Dr. Rairigli have to offer their patients. 

PIS 

GOOD LUCK TO ALL 
TEAMS IN THE GIRLS 
OVAC BASKETBALL 

CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES! 

1201 !Mt. '1JeCfianta£ 1l,paa • 'Wfieefing, '1Vll 

(304) 243-1500 
Tues. & Thurs. Evening Hours Available 
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Photo Provided 

STEUBENVILLE 
CENTRAL CATHOLIC 

PICTURED IS the 2007-08 Steubenville Catholic Girls Basketball Team. Front row, from 
left, are Nicole Constantini, Lucia Gonzales, Katie· DiPlero, Emily Canella, Kelli Petchal 
and Anna Marie Pankos. Second row, from left, are head coach Kevin Barr, Ginny 
Petties, Margaret Belgel, Katrina Fabian; Sarah Marrow, Anna Shaw, Chelsea Hutton, 
Erica Ledyard, Lindsey Stove and assistant coach Joe Soos. Absent were Abby Sawon 
and assistant coach Tom Winland. 

BE!!T OF LUCK 
CRU!!ADER!!!! 

Clarke 
Funeral Home 

302 Main Street, Toronto, OH 

534-1i34 

.~ 

«~E 
ASSOCIATED 

HOME 
HEALTH 

• SKILLED NURSING 
SERVICES 

• HIGH TECH IV 
THERAPY 

~ THERAPISTS 
• HOME HEALTH 

AIDES 

215 Main Street, 
Wlntersville, Ohio 

(740) 264-6311 or 
1-800-27 4-7229 

I 

ACUITY 

A facllltv speclallzlng In the medically 
complex patient requiring extended 

bospltalstavs. 

Spccialt::Y llospital 

380 Summit Ave., 
Steubenville, OH 43952 

7 40-283-7 499 

e 2-A---------
Continued from Page 5 

reached (Saturday's) game. 
Our kids are excited and our 
fans throughout the county 
have been very supportive." 

Though relatively unfamil
iar with Kevin Barr's 
Crusaders, Baker realizes the 
task at hand. "We know they're 
very deserving of (being here). 
From scouting reports, we fig
ure to have our hands full. But 
thnt's what you'd expect in a 
game of this caliber." 

SCC has Baker's attention 
following an impressive semi
final nod over Frontier's 
Cougars. "That tells us all we 
need to know," Baker com
mented. "Our goal will be to 
play strong defensively and 
hopefully get some good looks 
at the offensive end." 

That was the case earlier this 
week when Monroe was 
involved in a wire-to-wire bat
tle against Buckeye Trail at 
Skyvue • before the Noles 
recorded a 72-64 decision. 

"We're a well-rounded team 
and that showed against Trail," 
said Baker whose club generat
ed four twin digit scorers in 
Monday night's victory. 

Senior Taylor Jorris, a ver
satile 5-10 veteran came 

TAYLOR JORRIS 
Monroe Central 

through with a team-leading 23 
tallies in that game. "Taylor 
will have four varsity letters 
which says something for her 
ability," Baker observed. 
"She's a legitimate inside-out
side (scoring) threat and creates 
mismatch problems." 

Junior standout Aleshia 
Guiler is also along for the ride. 
A stnrter since her frosh cam
paign, Guiler has the ability to 

See, 2-A, Page 7 

New Starts 
Start Here! 
Want a fresh start on a new, healthier your 
Then now is the time .ind Howard 1.nng is the place. 

We have profossionally directed programs to fit 

every body, every age, every goal... 

• Weight loss programs and filness tr,1ining 

• Acrobi.cs and water acrohirs 

• Free weights and state-of-the-art machines 

• Sports and recreational activities galore 

• Yoga, Pilates, all kinds.of wellness programs 

• Zumb;i~· the OC\\/', hot craze in group exercise 

It's a New Year! Start it right! 

Call 242-WfLL 

Be Healthy. Be HaP/1)', BcLONGI 
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dominate on occasion, 
reflected by her consistent out
put at both ends of the floor. 
The Lady Noles' 5-10 ace neL~ 
I 8.2 points per game and 
brings down some 1 1 boards 
per start 

"Aleshia is such a quality 
• player," Baker notes. "She's a 

50 percent shooter from the 
floor and an adept ball-handler 
to go with it" 

Joining Jonis as the Noles' 
only other senior is 5-9 
Morgen Ramage, a brute force 
who specializes in inhaling 
offensive boards, then convert
ing them into putback hoops. 

"Morgen's a true blue collar 
player," Baker indicates. "She 
really excels as a defender and 
will likely guard our oppo
nent's top scorer." 

The Lady Noles have anoth
er gem in 5-7 junior guard 
Karlie Davis a IO ppg. per
former and owner of a tolal 
floor game. "Karlie's fits in so 
well with our team concep~" 
Baker advised. "She's also 
been known to battle down low 
and grab some key boards." 

Let's Meet 
The Teams 

STEUBE11VJ1il CATHOIJC 
No. N.:me Gr, 1-l. Poa 
2 5.wl Marrow 1 O &.a G 
• Cmlsea Hlltloo 11 5.fi G 
10 AbbySaMln 11 5·10F 
12 Kalla DiPiaro 12 5-5 G 
14 G1nnv Petties 11 S.7 G 
20 N..r. Coslanlinj 9 ~3 G 
22 Margaret Bal!Jel 9 5-5 G 
24 Erroy Cane& 11 5-1 G 
30 E,;;a Ledyanl 9 ~5 G 
32 Kem Patchal 11 5.fi G 
34 Liridsey Sf!1ler 9 ~7 F 
-40 Katrina Fallarl 9 5-7 F 
42 AMaShaw • 10 ~11C 
44 Lucia Gormuez 11 5-0 G 
52 Arm Marie Pa:nkos 9 54 G 
- Coo:h; Kavin Barr 
Assistanl Coaches: .bl Soos and T001 Wlnlli1d 
Athlelic ~ractor: Sieve Dalev 
P1focipa: Denise Aooort-lkl<aown 

MONROE CENTRAL 
Na. Name 
10 Akn Kuhn 
11 t.leissa Slimpert 
12 Aes'ia.Gu!ilr 
14 Kml.Bflerre 
15 ORv!a GtJ!ler 
20 Karie Davis 
21.k.otll1e-

22~RMJOJO 2:l T Jm1s 
24 Pam 
30 Ctasea Robhson 
32 CMstina PaniOJ 
34\\ltl!ooyl.larahalJ 
40 Blttlard 01rnmeMJ 
44 LJikenM:k 
- Coadt TIO'/ Bak!, 
-Coo:h; Oris Kim 

Ix. 1-t Pos 
9 5" G 
9 5-5 G 
11 5-10G 
11 5-2 G 
11 5-2 G 
11 5.fi G 
11 5-8 F 
11 5-9 F 
12 5-10F 
10 5-5 G 
10 S.1 G 
10 5-9 F 
10 s.a F 
11 5-5 G 
9 ~5 G 

--Jlrill l'lnand PM:ipal; 1/ac R,g 

Opemting the point for MC 
is 5-3 junior Kim Lafferre, a 
slick ball-handler. whom Baker 
asks to distribute the sphere. 
"Just a very sound floor gener
al and .very importnnt to our confirmed. 
success," Baker points out • SCC'S Barr has viewed film 

A pair of key contributors of Monroe and acknowledges 
off the bench include junior the Noles' exceptional balance. 
Justine LaFollette and fresh- "Monroe has a lot of different 
man flash Alex Kuhn. ways to beat you," the 

"Justine's everything you Crusaders' fourth-year mentor 
ask in a sixth man role," Baker said. "We're going to have to 
described. "Her greatest asset is play four solid quarters of 
her ability to play three posi- defense and hope that's 
lions. The 5-5 Kuhn has more enough." 
than come of age, confirmed in 
Monday's big win against Trail 
when she connected on a trio of 
three-point bombs and was a 
perfect four-of-four in foul 
shooting. "Alex has earned 
quality minutes and has a great 
future in the program," Baker 

See, 2-A, Page 15 

HF.Al.TH PLI\IJ 

,.,.,_For You 

1.800.624.8VG1 
IIUl1hpl1n.o,g 

WOODSFIELD 
SAVINGS BANK 

Serving MDllftHt county Since 11187 

~ GOOD IITC'ar ~ Mon.-Wed.9-3 
§'.'., . ..-,. aA."-""'- l.:.f Thuo&Sal9-U 

•~. 'NOi.IS! -- Friday9-6 
- ' LENDER 

•HOME MORTGAGES Mf!M~ERIDIC 
•CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 600 Lewisville Road 
•PASSBOOK SAVINGS 472-1641 
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0 MONROE·CENTRAL 
~ LADY SEMINOLES 

T·L Photo/SETH STASKEY 

PICTURED IS the 2007-08 Monroe Central Lady Seminoles Basketball Team. Front 
row, from left, are Taylor Jorris, Carly Schwaben and Morgan Ramage. Second row, 
from left, are Katie P£!rks, Kim Lafferre, Olivia Guller and Stephanie Jones. Back row, 
from left, are head coach Troy Baker, Karlie Davis, Justine Lafollette, Alel.sha Guitar, 
Brittany Dimmerllng and Alex Kuhn. 

Good Luck To All 
Area Teams! 

BELLWOOD 

DRUGS 
1::15 South Main Street, 

Woodsfield 

(740) 472-1991 

Blafflgr 
T.V. 

306 Rlvwvk,w o. .. Clannglun. OH 

74D-458-1494 
GOOD LUCK 

LADY 
SEMINOLES! 

RICHARD 
A. Yoss 

Good Lu!!k ~eminoh:w 

BURKE'S TOWING 
"Give Us A Shout ... We'll Pull You Out" 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

RADIO DISPATCHED 
GOOD LUCK NOLES! 

934-2110 or 
472-2016 F 

WOODSFIELD 
TRUE VALUE 

HOME CENTER & 
JUST ASK 

RENTAL 

'NO 
740-472-1651 
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~ MARTINS FERRY 
~ . • LADY RIDERS 

T-l Photo/SETH STASKEY 
PICTURED 15 the 2007-08 Martins Ferry Lady Purple Riders Basketball Team. Front 
row, from left, are Lacey Neavln, Courtney Coleman, Brittany Burch, Karlen Vinci and 
Kayla Sabatino. Middle row, from left, are Courtney Frohnahphel, Allison Wright, 
Brianne Lucas, Chalana Chambliss and Cassandra Reasbeck. Back row, from left, are 
assistant coach Josh Lucas, Mallory Pamphliss, Chelsea Lucas, Shae Moreland, Kylie 
Clark, manager Pat Jobb and head coach Dave Reasbeck. 

~---,----,--.,---, COLERAIN Heslop Jo.sq))) i,. ~~ 
COLF CAR Funeral Home 

SALES 
GAS CARTS • ELECTlllC CARTS 

740-633-9675 

Since 1896 

Good.Luck 
Lady Riders! 

740-633•1931 
Martins Ferry, Ohio 

The Lady Rider 
Basketball Parents! 

Office: 
411 Hanover street 

Martins Ferry, Ohio 43935 

Link TO.MLS Online 
belmontcountyohJohomn.com 

(740) 

633-1899 
'" .• •• ,. . • ' 

~iitri~-
NEwLANo 
& SONS 

General contractors 
635-9769 

• (;OOIPJ:,l,ICK 
1ADY' RIDERS Et 
, < COACHES~ 
·** steP· •• • • * 1st8 ChllrllPlons 
sucf(cYJe,ct steP· 

oVAC ChllrllPiORS * 
** From Your Biggest Fans 

JODI u DANIELLE 

Ferry, Barnesville to 
battle for 3-A title 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Martins Ferry knew for 
quite sometime coming down 
the stretch that it was going to 
be a part of the inaugural cham
pionship bracket for the 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC 
Basketball Championship, 

Barnesville. however, had to 
scratch and claw down the 
stretch, including overcome a 

'We have really 
grown up 
through the 
year.' 
- Dave Reasbeck 

double-digit second-half deficit be content. 
during the final night before the "We're really playing well 
cut-off date for games. and this is another goal for us," 

No matter how long each Reasbeck said, "We have really 
team knew it would be a part of grown up during the year and 
the field, It's those teams that when game time hits we've got 
will meet Saturday with the girls stepping up, but we've got 
Class 3-A title on the line to keep doing it because one 
Saturday afternoon at 4 p.m. at· slip up and we're done." 
the Health and Physical As for the Lady Shamrocks, 
Education Center at Ohio they underwent a coaching 
University Eastern. change just before the season 

The Lady Riders come into started and then found them
the game as winners of IO in a selves looking up at a double
row and own a strong 15-4 digit deficit to Shadyside eight 
mark and already own the days ago and rallied with a 
Buckeye 8 title, but don't think buzzer-beating trey to qualify 
for a minute that head coach for the championship bracket 
Dave Reasbeck and his rela- "Give all of the credit to the 
lively young quint are about to girls because they never quit," 

HEALTH PLAN 

from 
, , . . ' - - -

1, - • 

.. 

BELMONT CAREER CENTER 
110 Fox Shannon Place, 
• St. Clairsville, OH 

(740) 695-9130 
HARRISON CAREER CENTER 

82500 Cadiz Jewett Road 
Cadiz, OH 

(740) 942-2148 

www.BHCcenters.com 

"Want Career 
Success? 

Get. Career Skills!" 

said first-year Lady 
Shamrocks' coach Jamie 
Carpenter who coached most of 
the upperclassmen on his roster 
during their junior high days. 
"They knew we had to beat 
Shadyside to even get in and 
then we went blindly into 
Wheeling Central and (the 
girls) just showed up and 
played from within." 

The Lady Riders reached 
this point in the OV AC 
Tournament after hammering 
SL Clairsville Monday night at 
the Tolbert Gymnasium, while 
the Lady Shamrocks were a 
double-digit winner over the 
Lady Maroon Knights, 

"Barnesville isn't here by 

See, 3-A, Page 9 

GOODLUCK ~ 
PURPLE RIDERS!~ 

Colerain 
IGA 
ff£> 

Rt 250 

7 40-635-3770 
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Let's Meet 
The Teams 

e 3-A---------------------

BARNESVILLE 
No. ,_ Gr. Ht Po,, 
3 Alison Pklrnfy 11 5-8 G 
5 Megan 1C001J 12 ~5 G 
10 Megan l'l,ll)S 11 5-8 G 
12 KetsG'/ Bahrilir" 12 5-7 F 
14 Jerma Mau 11 5-6 F 
21 Che!sav KBylor 12 5-6 G 
23 Erica Weich 12 5-5 G 
24~Doa-i 12s.7F 
31 Nora Moora 12 S-10 F 
32 Sarah Philips 11 5-8 F 
35 Kala Grimes 11 5-10 C 
40 Mariah MIBer 10 5-5 G 
42 Hooi Hines 9 5-7 G 
44 L£ah Bet1lnger 12 5-11 C 
Head Coadi: Jairoe Ca!perrlBr 
Asslslards: Jwia llllle, Jeff Hun>ler, Kelley Ha1lo!t 
A.Wetic Diredor: Mark Cook 
Principal: Jeff Crosiar 

IIARTl<S FE1IAY 
No. Name Gr. Ht. Paa 
3 Brit1anv Burch 12 5-a G 
4 KylieCM 10 5-8 G 
5 Kar\e!1 Vmci 11 5-5 G 
10 Alusoo Wrkihl 11 5-6 G 
11 Ctutney (.d:eman t 1 5-6 G 
12 ChalanaChambfiss 11 5-5 G 
13 Crurtooy Frohnaplll 10 5-8 F 
20 Brtarma l.t£as 11 6-0 F 
21 Kayla Saba!ioo 9 54 G 
22 MaJlor,o Parrp,iss 10 5-10 F 
23 ~Nell'llrl 10 ~5 G 
25 Shae - 11 ~2 C 
31 CasscroraReasbeck 10 5-6 F 
35 C_, u,:as 9 5-8 F 
Head Coacli: Dave Reasbeck. 
"""'"" Co.<hos: J""'""" Greg Ha!kness 
- Olredor: Dave Bn,oy 
Principal: Jeff""'""' 

Continued from Page 8 
accident," Reas beck said. 

"Even though not many people 
gave them a chance last 
Monday, I really felt they 
would beat Wheeling Central. I 
really expected to be playing 
them," 

Martins Ferry and 
Barnesville don't meet In the 
regular season, but the two 
squads have a history. The 
Lady Shamrocks took the 
Purple out in last year's 
Division III sectional and if 
each teams wins next 
Wednesday they'll meet again 
for the sectional title. 

"I don't know a lot about 
Martins Ferry," Carpenter con
fessed. "We've seen a little bit 
of tape on them. We're going 
into this game basically the 
same way we've gone into the 
last few. Hopefully, it contin
ues to work." 

Reasbeck vividly remem
bers last year's sectional finale 

GOOD lUC.K TO All 
AREA TEAM~l 

~.\fAJ!. 
<'llltYSln{ 

!l!'~l r!l 

Family Owned Since 1917 

HOMAS
•CHRYSLER 

. • DODGE 
•JEEP 

RT. 40 MAIN ST. • ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OH 

7'40-695-0452 
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9-7 

FRIDAY 9-6 • SATURDAY 9-2 
SEE OUR COMPLETE INVENTORY AT WWW ThomasGara e com 

di Nemet! S~iii:_1 M,C_N 

• t, 

for his squad and notices a lot 
of the same names as he looks 
up and down the roster for the 
western Belmont Countians. 

"They have basically the 
same team back," Reasbeck 
said. 'They shoot the ball real
ly well from the perimeter and 
they are probably the best foul
shooting team in the valley, so 
we know what they are capable 
of." 

The Lady Shamrocks boast 
four starters who score double 
figures for the season. 

Senior Allie Doan leads the 
way for Barnesville in the ,cor
ing column. She's a bit under
sized for her position, but she's 
athletic and scores 15 points a 
contest, while grabbing 11 

HEALTH PLAN 
Here For You 

1.800.624.8961 
healthplan,Dfll 

boards. 
"AJlie's amazing," 

Carpenter said. "I have never 
seen u girl work as hard as she 
does, At her size to average I 1 
rebounds a game is nothing but 

hard work." 
Senior Chelsey Keylor has 

been a four-year mainstay for 
the Lady Shamrocks. She's 
averaging u shade under 1 5 

See, 3-A, Page 10 

FRIDAY, FEB. 1ST • 7:35 P.M. 
c1~,FINNAT1 ... cvcL0'11ES 

Wear Retnl.lnd Cet $ilQO OFF Jpur Ticket 
... )>""'"·"' - "·' ['!./,,. v- .- - .,, 

SATURDAY, 'FEB. !i8Di"• 7:35 P.M. 
· CHARLOTTE:'CRECKERS 

11SHRED RODRl,GUEZ NICHT" 
:.--.";'"':-· - :, 

Bring A Picture Of RICh;Rodrlguez Amroet $2,00 OFF 
Your Ticket Addltlonally Any Fan Who Wears wwor 

Ohio state Apparel Will Receive $2.00 OFF ,Your Ticket. 
• EAGLE SCOUT RSUNION NIGHT 

• KIDS 14 8t UNDER $5 TICKE'fS.EV.Ei~Y GAME! 

. For Tickets Call: 
304·234•GOAL 
or 877-NAU.TIX 

www_ wheelingnallers.com 

West Vi 
W1Jd a111im\11, 
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BARNESVILLE 
SHAMROCKS 

T•L Photo/RICH GIBSON 

PICTURED IS the 2007-08 Barnesville Shamrocks Basketball Team. Front row, from 
left, are Leah Bittinger, Kelsey Bahmer, Allie Doan, Erica Welch, Chelsey Keylor, Megan 
Kemp and Alora Moore. Back row, from left, are head coach Jamie Carpenter, Allison 
Plumly, Sarah Phllllps, Kate Grimes, Megan Phillips, Jenna MIiier and assistant coach 
Justin Little. • 

Good Luck 
Lady 

!!hamrocki:I 

·CM!) 
All AMotlcn FH4 

1105 E. Main, Barnesville 

425-1773 
Good Luck Lady 

t:=~□ 
INSURANCE 

129 East Main St. 
Barnesville 

(740) 425-2233 

GOOD LUCK 
LADY 

SHAMROCKS 
In the 

OVACAAA 
TITLE GAME 

from the 
BARNESVILLE 

BOOSTERS I 

GOOD LUCK 
LADY 

SHAMROCKS! 

from 
BARNESVILLE 

200 CLUB 

l!:S/ 
TRUCKING, INC. 

36360 Barnesville-
Bethesda Rd. 

Barnesville, Ohio 
7 40-425-3488 

Good Luck 
Shamrocks! 

Let's Go 
Rocks! 

BRITTANY BURCH 
Martins Ferry 

CHEL.:SEY KEYLOR 
Barnesville 

e 3-A---------
Continued from Page 9 

points a game and shoots an 
astounding 98 percent at the 
foul line, having missed only 
one in 66 attempts. If she con
tinues her trend and can get to 
the line at least 14 more times 
before the Lady Shamrocks' 
season ends she'll qualify for 
an OHSAA record. 

"Chelsey is the leader of our 
team," Carpenter said. "She's 
not afraid to voice her opinion 
In practice and the other girls 
listen to her. She's been a phe
nomenal player for four years 
for us." 

The Lady Shamrocks' 
offense ls spearheaded by 
Megan Kemp who runs the 
point. She's scoring nearly 10 

Ill ill.Ill Pl /If-I 

Hllnl For You 

1.800.824.111181 
hNllhplan,org 

points a game as is guard Erica 
Welch. The final starting spot 
belongs to Leah Bettinger 
who's scores just over four 
points a game. 

Kelsey Bahmer is the top 
sub for the Lady Shamrocks. 
Others who see significant 
minutes are Mariah Miller, 
Megan Phillips and Hidle 
Hines. • 

"Barnesville is a perimeter 
based team, so we'll have to 
rebound the ball well," 
Reasbeck said. "We also know 
we can't get into· foul trouble. 
We've got to play our game, do 
what we've done the past JO 
games and see what happens 
from there. n 

The Lady Riders are actual
ly a perimeter based team as 
well, but offer up one of the 
area's most prolific defensive 
players on the interior with jun
ior pivot Shae Moreland who 
stands 6-ft-2. She's averaging 

See, 3-A, Page 11 

• 1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Garden Apartments 
• Starting At $370 

• Kitchen With Oak Cabinetry 
• Refrigerator, Range & Garbage Disposal Provided 

Davis Battery • Oversized Closets. Electric Heat Pump & Central AJC 

Diane Ackern1nn 

425-3535 
129 East Main St., Barnesville 

Cell: 740-310-9597 

& Recycling •SeparateDlnlngArea 
475 watt Ave .• Barnesville • On-Site Laundry Facilities 

(7 40) 425-4222 501 Morgantown Avenue, Barnesville, OH 

. 8:~i::~~_::;~~ni .. _. , .· @t ~~ lp~muiol ~n«!1;!;;!vfe~nd emPIDyer.11 
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four blocks n game along 
with seven points and eight 
rebounds. 

In the backcourt, the Lady 
Riders rely on senior Brittany 
Burch who's stepped up a 
notch tl1is season. She's scoring 
I I .4 points a game and has 
cashed a team-high 33 treys. 
Junior Courtney Coleman leads 
the Ludy Purple in scoring with 
13 points u contest. 

Junior Karlen Vinci is the 
Lady Riders' defensive stopper 
and also their heart-and-soul on 
the court. She's scoring just 7.4 
points a game and has 22 treys 
this season . 

.. I wouldn't trade those three 
guards for any backcourt in the 
valley," Reasbeck said. "They 
are getting better and better 
each game, and I can't say 
enough about them because 
they are doing a great job." 

Courtney Frohnaplle rounds 
out the Lady Riders' starting 
lineup. She nets 4.6 points a 
contest and is another strength 
on the defensive end. 
Sophomores Brinna Lucas and 
Lacey Neavin ~re the Lady 
Riders' top subs. 

"Our goal ls to defend the 
three because I think they like 
to drive and kick," Carpenter 
said. "We have to be able to 
handle their pressure and not 
tum the ball over. Once we do 
those things, I think we can 
hang in there." 

StaskL'I' ca11 be reached at 
ssfll\·ke)•®tbnes/e.nderonline.cmn 

19 
BELMONT CAREER CENTER 

110 Fox ShannonPlace, 
St. Clairsville, OH ' 
(740) 695-9130 

HARRISON CAREER CENTER 
82500 Cadiz Jewett Road 

Cadiz, OH 
(740) 942:2148 

www,BHCcenters.com 

"Want Ca!'eer 
Success? 

Get Career Skills!" 

IN flfU)!,NJffl/_', {)f 

OVfS"l'f\NIJn;r; Mi\!!/ i!,'" 

/\f./liflT;'lL\'f 
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INDIAN CREEK 
REDSKINS 

Photo Courtesy/PHOTOGRAPHY BY GEORGE 

PICTURED IS the 2007-08 Indian Creek Girls Basketball Team. Sitting, from left, are 
Alyssa Tate and Allyson Moorman. Kneeling, from left, are Ashlen Gibson, Gabbi Davis, 
Hannah Ross, Kristin Wendell, Alanna Sida and Mikki Davis. Standing, from left, are 
head coach Erin Desantis; Brittany Vella, assistant coach Gene Evans, Emily Mathieu, 
Chelsea Furda, Meghan Billick, Trudy Dulevy, Mariah Guisto, Briana Kamarec, Ty 
Harris, Rachel Ossieo, Andolyn Kugler and assislant coach Ray Case. 

,J_,e 
.,pl:· 

Jatflef'' .•· .• 

by 
STARK 

Driving School 

Locations In: 
St. Clairsville • Bellaire 

Buckeye Local 
Harrison Career Center 

Martins Ferry 
Monroe Central • Shadyside 

Wintersville 

1-800-U-DRIVE-2 
Good Luck To All The Gir/sff/ 
DRIVE SAFELY! BUCKLE UPI 

%e1\pse 

_.....G0~0!"!""'D-LU~C-K-
INDIAN CREEK 

lromn, 

WINTERSVlllE 
FIRE 

DEPARTMENT 
Business Line: 
7 40-264~4811 

286 Luray Dr., 
Wintersville, OH 43953 

FOR EMERGENCIES 

DIAL 911 
~yC[aras 
Catering 

P.O. Box 1266, Steubenville, OH 43952 
Telephone: 74()..264-9193 • Facsimile: 740-264-9195 

680 Lovers Lane, Steubenville, OH 43952 
email: cynrose@clover.net 

Clara Rose Morris, Owner • Cynthia Rose Morris, Manager/Even Coordinator 

Indian Creek, JM 
battle in 4-A game 
By KIM NORTH 
nmes Leader Sports Writer 

Youth will be served 
Saturday night at Ohio 
University-Eastern when 
Indian Creek and John 
Marshall collide for the 
Wheeling Hospital Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference's inaugu
ral girls Class 4-A basketball 
tournament championship. 

The top-seeded Redskins 
(16-3) of head coach Erin 
Desantis are in the midst of a 
superb season despite starting 
four sophomores and a fresh
man. Meanwhile, the No. 2 
seed Monarchs ( I t -6 ), 
coached by the legendary Stan 
Blankenship, have just one sen
ior among Its starting five. 

"I'm pleasantly surprised," 
Desantis said of her team's 
success. "At the beginning of 
the season it's always one of 
your goals to get here, especial
ly since it is the first year, tiut 
to actually be here with this 
group of girls is ecstatic." 

Blankenship echoed his 
counterpart's thoughts. 

"I'm excited to be here. 

think it's a great thing." said 
the veteran JM mentor who has 
amassed over 500 career victo
ries to rank No. I in the state of 
West Virginia among girls' 
coaches. "Tom (Rataiczak) 
does a great job for the 
OVAC." 

However. Blankenship does 
have one concern, albeit it a 
minor one. 

"I've told people this all 
along," he continued. "You 
could end up playing a team 
four times in one season. That's 
the only thing I don't like about 
the format and rm a great sup
porter of the OV AC." 

Indian Creek advanced to the 
championship tilt with u 49-39 
verdict over Brooke Monday 
night. while ,John Marshall 
defeated Edison, 71-60. 

The Redskins established a 
school record for wins in a sea
son this year. "We've won 
more games thJs season than 
we have the last five years." 
DeSantis remarked. "We start
ed five freshmen at the end of 
last season, but I knew it would 

See, 4-A, Page 13 

THE ALL PRO TEAM 

tit-I •:•):'GI] 
FORD • LINCOLN MERCURY 

Good Luck To All OVAC 
Championship Participants! 
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Continued from Page 12 

pay off in the long run. 
We're probably a year away 
from reaching our potential, but 
this group doesn't think there's 
anything they can't accomp 

Blankenship said both teams 
are where they should be. 

"Our program speaks for 
itself over the years," he noted. 
"Believe me, I think we 
deserve to be here, and so does 
Indian Creek or neither one of 

Both coaches like the 
matchups the game should pro
vide. 

"We match up we11," 
Blankenship added. "We're 
both very young and I think it 
will be a great game. Guard
wise we both shoot about the 
same. They like to shoot the 

Let's Meet 
The Teams 

IN!llAN CREEi( 
No . .-
3 Chaise, '""" 
4 Briala Kamarac 
5 Nyssa Tata 
10 ~Davis 
11 Ga.bb\ Da'iis 
128My-
13 Altar.a Sida 
14 Rachel Ossk:I 
21 HaMah Ross 
22 Trudy Dunlevy 
23 Mari!l Gulsto 
25Allysoo-
31 Kristk1 Wendem 
32 Tyler Harris 
33 Bmlany Vella 
34Asl!!ooGilson 
42, AnoolyTI Kilg"' 
43 Megha,811kk 

Gr. Ht. Pas. 
10 5-B F 
9 5-100 
12 5-B F 
10 5-6 G 
10 5-5 G 
9 S.5 G 
10 5-5 G 
9 5-3 G 
10 S.Jl F 
10 5-3 G 
9 5-11 F 
12 6-1 F 
10 5-7 G 
10 5-5 G 
9 S.2 G 
9 S.Jl G 
9 5-8 F 
10 5-11 F 

Head Goa.di: Erin DeSanUs 
Assislanl Coactos: Gane Evarn, Ray Case 

Alhletic - Jack -Priricipal: John C • 
~NMARSHAU 

No, Name Gt Ht Pos. 
-4 Jtrlie Ymmg 10 5-10 G 
10 Hanna Gossett 10 5-6 G 
11 A>lgaGosse11 g ~5 G 
15 A1i.%a l.8ach 9 5-7 G 
20 Alelis Brinkman 11 5-6 G 
24 Ashley Deel 11 5-9 F 
31 Lindsay McCcd 11 5-10 F 
34 Aubrei~ 11 5-10F 
44 Cania. T alinJ!oo 12 6-0 F 
50 P.ebacca.Kskh 10 5-10F 
52 Deanna Gamble 11 5-7 G 
Head Coadl: Stan Blrioosl'lp 
Asslslanl Coaches: Mindy Yoho, Mark McCormlck flld 
"""1 R-
~ Olredof: CllJ,j; Duckworth 
Pmdpaj: Thomas ll Wood 

Open Friday 
till 7:00pm 

Watch& 
Jewelry 
Repair 

1§..---:----
a 'I ~ 323 JaffeBon Ave. 
~ lloundrillle 

•14 J§ifY 845-5960 
GOOD LUCK MONARCHS! 

three and so do we. They also 
have an excellent point guard 
and we'll have to contain her in 
order to be successful." 

J'he long-time bench boss 
was referring to Tyler Harris, a 
5-ft.-5 sophomore who aver
ages a team-high I 0.4 points a 
game. She also leads the team 
with I 02 assists and 79 steals, 
while hauling down 48 
rebounds - with 2 7 of them 
coming on the offensive end of 
the court. 

In addition, she shoots 39.5 
percent from the floor (53-of-
134) and 37.8 percent (20-of-
5 3) from beyond the three
point arc. 

Other sophomore starters 
include the. Davis twins - 5-
ft.-5 Gabbi and 5-fL-6 Mikki 
- who both score at a 9. 7 clip 

per outing, 5-ft.-l I 'Meghan 
Billick und 5-ft.- IO freshman 
Briana Kamarec. 

Billick averages 8.8 points a 
game and lends the team with 
138 rebounds, while Kamarec 
is a 7. I point-per-game scorer 
who is also the second leading 
rebounder with 71. 

Th, Redskins shoot 41 per-

See, 4-A, Page 14 

HEALTH PLAN 
,.,.,_ For You 

1.800.624.69111 
heallhplan.org 

Logon to 

7:'f1D1esL9dtroNLISE 

Good luck Monarchs! 
THE KEY TO A SUCCESSFUL FUTURE 

609 Jefferson Avenue 
Moundsville, WV 26041 

304-845-2773 

MarshallQ 
, c~-~!Y 

-·• COMI.UIIC[ 

COME GROW WITH US IN 
MARSHALL COUNTY 

ARRIVING DAILY SPRING & SUMMER CLOTHING! 
13041 845-9110 
TUES.-FRl.10-5, 
SAT.10-3 
ClDSEO: SUN. & MON. 

t:ooa,u,:1 MONARCHS! 

UNIQUE CDLlECTION OF GENTlY WORN & NEW CHILDREN'S CLOTHING 
& ACCESSORIES MATERNITY, & GIFT BASKOS 

245 Jffll:RSON AVE. 
CATHY WEEIIS, OWNER MBUNDSVIW. WV 26041 

Make Sure You 
Do Not Have 
Problems Or 

Conditions That 
May Bench You 

Dr. Duanne Miller, D.C. 

JOHN MAR· 
SHALL'S Hanna 
Gossett makes a 
pass during a 
game earlier this 
season. The Lady 
Monarchs are 
scheduled to meet 
Indian Creek In the 
Class 4-A champi
onship at 
Saturday's 
Wheeling Hospital 
OVAC Basketball 
Championship at 
OUE. 

T-L Flle Photo 

IF YOU HAVE SUFFERED FROM ANY OF THE FOLLOWING 
□Low Backlaln D Overweight □ Neck Pain 
□Pain Between Shoulders D Wrist Pain • D Sciatica 
□General Tighlness □ Numbness/Tingling D Jaw Pain 
□Headaches D Insomnia O Foot Pain 
OTired/Fatiqued D Knee Problems 

114 Lafayette Ave. • Moundsville, WV 

(304) 843-1192 

\ 
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Photo Provided .. 
PICTURED IS the 2007-08 John Marshall Lady Monarchs Baskatball Taam. Front row, 
from left, are Hanna Gossett, Alexis Brinkman, Devon Leonard, Jessica Hays, Carrie 
Talkington, Aubrel Clegg and Julie Young. Back row, from left, are assistant coach 
Mark McCormick, head coach Stan Blankenship, Deanna Gamble, Ashley Deel, Haley 
Rush, Becca Kelch, Lindsey McCool, assistant coaches Mindy Yoho and Stu 
Rynkievich. 

Home Cooked Meals At Reasonable Prices 

YOUNG'S 
c·AFETERIA 

GO MONARCHS! 
Mike McCoy 
Agent 

900 Lafayette Ave. 
Moundsville, WV 26041 
Bus. 304.845. 7660 
Fax 304_843.1147 

STArE FAIM 

& 
INSUIIANCE 

-~ 

State Farm® 

Providing Insurance & Financial Services 
Home Office: Bloomington, Illinois 61710 

"Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there."· 

"CHEY .. NAN'!!" 
W~TERNTACK 
·specializing in All Your Horse & 

Mule Tack N«ds• 

HEW EXPANDED FACILITY 

LOTS OF MEW MERCHANDISE 
Includes Custom T-Sh;ri,, Hoodi.,, 
_ Totes, S.11 C.ps & V;nyl Grophks 

JOlo-W-1767 or 
Toil F,ee 1-888-584-3726 

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 6pm-10pm; Sal 9.atn4pm 

305 Jefferson Ave. 
Moundsville, WV 26041 

(304) 845-3384 

p,..ccentuate y0 l/ 

,a.t'd Your Horne 
Vera Bradley 

Candles 
Pictures 

Custom Floral & Gift Baskets 
Distressed Furniture 

Borders 
Heritage Lace 

Richard & Terri King 
Owners 

www.buyunlquelyyours.com 
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The Redskins shoot 41 per- ft.- IO sophomore, leads JM 
cent from the floor as a team, • with a 13.9 scoring norm, just 
58 percent from the free throw one-tenth of a point better than 
line and average 52.1 points a the the 5-ft.-10 junior Clegg, 
contest. who leads the team in rebound-

DeSantis knows that ing with 136. 
Saturday night's finals won't Young has grabbed I 00 
be a walk in the park. boards. 

"They are always a sea- Hanna Gossett, a 5-ft.-6 
soned team," she pointed out. sophomore, averages 8.1 
"He (Coach Blankenship) points a contest and leads the 
works those girls hard in prac- squad with 76 dishouts. She 
tice and they're a physical team also has landed 61 rebounds 
that likes to get the ball in low. and charted 30 steals. 
We will have our work cut out Alexis Brinkman, a 5-ft.-6 
for us, but the kids are ready to junior, adds 7. I point• a con
step up to the challenge." test and has a team-high 44 

John Marshall has had to steals, while Carrie Talkington, 
piny the second half of its sea- a 6-ft. senior, averages 5. 9 
son \'.!ithout its top player - points, has 94 rebounds and 
senior Jessica Hays who suf- has swatted away 32 shots. 
fered a tom ACL ·around the John Marshall averages 
I 0th gallle. 60. 7 points a game. 

''That was a big adjustment Not only will the Monarchs 
for us," he said of JM's latest be attempting to win another 
I ,ODO-point scorer. OV AC title, they are also the 

"It took us a while to get re- lone team representing the 
grouped. When you lose a play- Mountain State. 
er of that caliber it's hard to "There's always a rivalry 
adjust, but we have and it's between Ohio and West 
time to move on. Virginia in whatever sport. It's 

She'll be there to support great to represent the state of 
us." - West Virginia," Blankenship 

Taldng over the brunt of the concluded. 
scoring has been Julie Young • North ca,1 be reached at 
and Aubrei Clegg. Young, a 5- knorth@timesleaderonline.com 

Fans offered reminders 
for Saturday's finals 
• The Wheeling Hospital 

OV AC Basketball 
Championship has established 
some guidelines for Saturday's 
finals that fans should be aware 

IIEAl.l H PLAN 
,.,.,.ForYou 

1.800.124.18&1 
hNlllplen.org 

of. 
The schedule of games is as 

follows: Class 1-A - IO a.m.; 
Class 2-A - I p.m.; Class 3-A 
- 4 p.m.; Class 4-A - 7 p.m. 

The cost of admission is $6 
if bought at the gate. Each 
school received advance ticket 
sales and the cost of thos~ is $3 
for students und $4 for adults. 
The gymnasium at Ohio 
University Eastern will be 

See, REMINDERS, Page 15 

GOOD LUCK MONARCHS! 
~--...c::::i..----...... 

APPLIAN€E 
€0NNE€fION 

263 Jefferson Avenue, Moundsville 

845-7686 
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e 2-A---------------- • Reminders-------
Continued from Page 7 

Catholic Central presents a 
relatively young, yet highly 
capable roster led by junior star 
Ginny Petties. A 20.3 ppg. 
scorer as a sophomore, the 
savvy Pelleis has elevated her 
play to an even higher level this 
winter. 

"I've been around girls' bas
ketball a few years and Ginny 
is one of the finest I've wit
nessed," Barr declared. "She's 
a big-time scorer (23.0 ppg this 
year), but so much more. We're 
fortunate to have her here at 
Central." 

Petties has a distinguished 
surrounding cast fronted by 
senior co-captain Katie 
DiPlero, a two-year letterwin
ner. "She's our only senior and 
has been a stabilizing force," 
Barr revealed. DiPiero, a capa
ble perimeter threat, nets just 
under eight marker per start 

Juniors Kelly Petchal (5-5) 
and Emily Canella (5-1) also 
bring much to the table. 
"Kelly's our quickest defensive 
player and has become a con
sistent scorer," Barr said. 
Petchal popped in 10 tallies In 
SCC's 68-58 semifinal nod 
over Frontier. 

The diminutive Canella can 

score beyond the arc and can 
prove difficult to defend, 
according to her coach. 

Catholic Central has a rising 
sophomore in 5-11 ·post Anna 
Shaw, coming off a monster 
performance ( 19 points,. 13 
boards) vs. Frontier. 

"For her age, Anna possess
es good mobility," Barr 
offered. Through 19 games, 
Shaw is averaging 12 points 
and 13 rebounds. 
• Junior Abby Sawon should 
also make her presence felt A 
two-year letter winner, she con
tributes six points per outing to 
the Crusaders' attack. Barr also 
speaks highly of 5-9 sopho
more wing Sarah Morrow. 

It should be noted three of 
SCC's losses were inflicted by 
a single point 

Barr also points out the 
Lady Crusaders have faced a 
formidable schedule, opposing 
the likes of Beaver Local, 

HEALTH PLAtJ 
,,.,..For You 

1.800,824.119111 
'-Hhplan.org 

Brooke, Claymont, Indian 
Valley, and crosstown rival 
Steubenville Big Red. "! think 
our schedule prepared us to 
reach this point," he stated. 

Like Baker, Barr speaks 
highly of the new OV AC post
season formal "Now. the con
ference will crown a true cham
pion as opposed to a paper 
champion," he remarked. "I 
feel this is a win-win situation 
for everyone involved.' 

Continued from Page 14 

cleared after each game. 
If you plan on attending just one game, fans ·are asked to show 

up no earlier than hour-and-a-half prior to your tip. The gates for 
the proceeding game will open an hour ahead of time and with the 
hopes of easing the traffic burden at QUE, fans are being asked 
to report at those times. 

Fans are also advised to enter QUE from State Rt 331 and the 
cost to park has been at set at $2. Obviously parking at the Health 
and Physical Education Center is limited, so fans are able to park 
in the Shannon Hall lot and a shuttle service provided by 
Whiteside's will run continually throughout the day. 

Fans are also reminded that no noise makers or signs are per
milledto the game. 

For service, Dedication, Leadership, commitment, 
Experience, Qualifications, Integrity & 

No-Nonsense Law Enforcement in Belmont county 
Re-Elect Fred Thompson. Sheriff 

Fred Thompson Is the man for the job. His experience. 
dedication, quallflcatlons and aggressive work ethic In serving 
the citizens of Belmont county Is unsurpassed_ 

Experience - over 34 years serving the citizens of Belmont county. 

Dedication - Arrests and convictions of murderers, to Include a serial killer, rapists, drug 
dealers, sexual abusers of children, and other crlmlnals that prey on our 
citizens. 

auallflcatlons - Vietnam Veteran, Law Enfarcement Officer Instructor Since 1986, 
Peace Officer of the Year, Former Deputy Sheriff/Investigator, Barnesville 
Police Officer Investigator for the Belmont county Public Defenders Office 
Former Balllff/Probatlon Officer far common Pleas court, • 
currently Belmont county Sheriff. 

Paid for by the candidate Fred Thompson, 66263 WIiiow Grove Road, Bellaire, Ohio 43906, Bonita Thompson, n-easurer. 
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Twin Set 
$299 

savings on our 
Low Sale Prices 

i ional O Dis n h 

mattress sale! 
Storewide Savings ,i 

•·, ~ ... ---: .. sf~· ..I 

',,, ~ ~• 
on These Restonic Mattresses! 

FUR ITURE 

Beautiful Dreamer 
Firm 

$349aueenSet 

..... 
Sweet Dreams 

Pillow Top 

$399aueenSet 

*Prior sales excluded, can not be combined with other offers, 12 months same as cash, 
wtth a purchase of $1000 or more, with approved credit and 20"/• deposit required. 

227 N. Lincoln Ave., Bridgeport, Ohio 
Open Monday-Friday 10-7, Saturday 9-5 

740-635-0652 
www.wilsonfurniturestore.com 
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,-:~, BRIDGEPORT BULLDOGS 

T--L Photo/SETH ST ASKEY 

PICTURED Is the 2007-08 Bridgeport Boys Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are 
Mike Bachle, Ryan Kreiter, Chaz Lindsey, Zac Smith and Danny Lennex. Middle row, 
from left, are Justin Gregorclc, Kyle Cash, Mike Carr and Tre Lindsey. Back row, from 
left, are assistant coach Rlck Yourkovlcf), Dillon Llpperrnan, Jonas Schnelder, Timmy 
Tracey and head coach Donnie Cash. • 

eineke 
ar care center 

. Options. Me 

CUSTOMER DUAL EXHAUST SPECIAL 
See Dealer For Dela/ls . 

WHY CHOOSE MEINEKE CAR CARE CENTER? 
• Nationwide warranty • Oualilv Se,vlca • Exj,arlenced Technicians 

Payment Opflons • Big Savinos 
FREE Unde""r lnspectJoo & Es1lmaie 

BRIDGEPORT• 633-2705 • www.meineks.rom 
422 Main SL-Rt. 40 (oo cni.-ii ad Rt •Cll, ln!erl!lle 70 RanpJ 

Good luck 
Bridgeport Boys 

Basketball 

lliil~.,._.- 4',:i 

"';t) From The 
;::,.f,,. 'O • 

"'<l Bridgeport 
·, Athletic 

Booster:s 

'8il&i 
Towing 
Bridgeport 635-1986 

St. Clairsville 699-1986 
.Bellaire 676-8729 

GOOD LUCK BULLDOGS! 

GO 
BULLDOGS! 

SANDS 
ELECTRIC 
"A Full Line Distributor 
Serving The Ohio Valley 

For 111 Years." 

• Cutler-Hammer Loadcenters 
• Progress Lighting 

e4tal{{dkc( l 8'96 
52 Eighteenth Street 

Wheeling, WV 

Bridgeport hopes 
third time's a charm 
vs. Weir Madonna 
• Bulldogs, Blue Dons meet Saturday 
at 1 p.m. for OVAC Class 1-A crown 
By KIM NORTH 
limes Leader Sports Writer 

Bridgeport has won six of its 
last seven boys' basketball 
games. 

The lone blemish - a 71-
49 defeat at the bands of 
Weirton Madonna a week ago 
on Frank Baxter Court in the 
John J. Havlicek Gymnasium. 

Well, the No. 2 seeded 
Bulldogs ( 11-7) will get a 
chance to exact some revenge 
Saturday wh_en they meet the 
top-seeded Blue Dons (13-5) 
for the Wheeling Hospital 
OV AC Class AChampionship. 
Tip-off is set for I p,m. at Ohio 
University Eastern. The time is 
a change from the original time 
due to a conflict with another 
school. 

In fact, Weirton Madonna 
owns a pair of regular-season 
victories over third-year head 
coach Donnie Cash's squad as 
they posted a· 69-52 win on 
Jan. 11 in Weirton. 

"We're not even thinking 
about those two games," said 
Weirton Madonna assistant 
coach Justin Shepard, who was 

:i~They are a real
l.ly special.group 
• of kids and for 
them to be play-

, irigfor the· OVAC 
• oh.QmpionshipiS· 
.something 
:,sm_ e_· oial_' 
f r.J:",, ·" 

ii>•--.Donnie Cash. 
lf~::/,~ :·t- ~L - :._ 

filling in for head conch 
George Vargo at the mid-week 
press conference. "Both of 
those games were single-digit 
games entering the fourth quar-

See, 1-A, Page 3 

ONTHECOYEB 
PICTURED are a key play
er for each of the eight 
teams competltlng this 
weekend. Top row, from 
left, are Jim Wood (Indian 
Creek), Chaz Lindsey 
(Bridgeport) and Jared 
Andes (Shadyside). 
Second row, from left, are 

• Carey Hlrkala (Madonna) 
and Vincent Tennant 
(Llnsly). Bottom row, from 
left, are Kenny Shepherd 
(John Marshall), D'Onte 
Long (Wheeling Central) 
and Anthony Vincent (St. 
Clairsville\. 

Cover Design/EMILY OOMIN/CI 
Tab Design/SETH STASKEY 

WHATS INSIDE 
Class 2-A. .............. 5 
Class 3-A. .............. 9 
Class 4-A. ............. 12 
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Continued from Page 2 

ter, so they have played us 
tough." 

Cash had nothing but praise 
for the opposition, saying 
"we've got to get out on their 
shooters. They really hurt us 
from the perimeter in both pre
vious games with the (Sal) 
Conti and (John) McCune kids. 
They shoot . it really well. 
They're good shooters." 

So how does Cash and his 
troops plan on stopping the 
Blue Dons? 

"Hopefully we can make 
them drive to the basket and 
then take that away," he noted. 
"We're going to sit down with 
the kids and go over the film 
and see if we can break them 
down a little bit more," 

Bridgeport advanced to the 
championship tilt with a 66-29 
blowout of No. 3 seed Valley 
Tuesday night, while Weirton 
Madonna moved on with a nar
row, 43-40.,' victory over 
fourth-seeded Zanesville 
Rosecrans. 

"I've been with this group 
since they were freshmen," 
Cash said of his squad. "I 
coached them as freshmen and 
then I got the job as head coach 
the next year. I watched them 
in junior high and they didn't 
win a game, so this is really 
special to be playing for the 
OVAC title. 

"They are a really special 
group of kids," he went on. 
"For them to be playing for the 
OV AC championship Is some
thing special." 

• While the Bulldogs have 
been pretty good down the 
stretch, the Blue Dons have 
nine of their last I I contests, 
with the two setbacks coming 

HEALTH PLAN 
He19ForYau 

to Hancock County rivals Weir 
and Oak Glen. 

"Our kids have played well 
all season," Shepard said. 
"They are happ;v to be playing 
for the OV AC title." 

Bridgeport is led by the sen- · 
ior inside-outside duo of Mike 
Bachie and Chaz Lindsey. 
Bachie, a 6-ft.-3 workhorse, 
scores at a 12. 9 clip, just one
tenth of a point better than the 
6-ft. cat-quick Lindsey. 

"Mike has been solid all sea
son long," Cash remarked. 
"He's averaging a double-dou
ble~" 

However, if it had not been 
for a long talk between the 
coach and center, Bachie might 
not even be on the floor. 

"He was real iffy about 
playing this season," said his 
head coach. "I sat down with 
him and we talked. I told him 
that if he gave it one more 
chance that we would win an 
OV AC title and he said 'OK.'" 

In addition to his team-lead
ing scoring total, Bachie also 
pulls down 11 rebounds a con
test. 

Cash had said following 

See, 1-A, Page 4 

T-L FILE PHOTO 
BRIDGEPORT'S Danny Lennex glides In for a shot In a 
game earlier this season against Shadyside. Lennex arid 
the Bulldogs will meet Madonna for the OVAC 1-A title 
Saturday. 

BUFFALO WII.D WIN6f =-• <iRILL & BAR -k -;;;; 

FEATURING 
14 SIGNATURE SAUCES 

Tuesday 40C Wing Night 
Thursday 50(: Boneless Wings r..a "-' 

740-695-2800 

Let's Meet 
The Teams 

WEIRTON MADONNA 
No Nama . Gr. Ht. Pos. 
1 Coray Hlrl<ala 12 6-4 F 
2 Justin Kendrick 12 6-1 G 
3 Robert Parkins 11 6-0 G 
4 Joa Cap_ito 11 6-0 G 
10 Jarred Magnone 11 5·9 G 
12 John McCune 12 5-11 G 
15 Jarnas McFadden 10 5-8 G 
21 Anlhony Pialranloo 11 6-1 F 
22 Sal Cooll 11 6-0 G 
24 Patrick McCune 9 6-0 G 
25 Conner Arlia 9 5-7 G 
44 Matt Mcfaddoo 12 6-8 C 
Haed Coach: Gaorge Vargo 
Asslstanl Coachas: Mlchael Spinella, Justin 
Shapard, Dennis Pataraon, Dutt Birl<haimer, 
Chns Blair. 
Alhlatic Diracloc Mlchaal Arlia 
Prilqlal: Dr. Calhv Slstilli 

BRIDGEPORT 
No.Name Gr. HI. Pos 
0 Chaz Lindsey 12 5-10 G 
1 Kyle Cash 11 5·9 G 
2 D8/111\' Lenoox 12 6-4 F 
3 Ryan KrallBr 12 6-0 G 
5 !)av'/ Johnson 11 6-0 G 
10 lac Smith 12 6-0 G 
11 Tirn~Tracay 10 6-1 G 
12 Tra Lindsey 9 5-9 G 
15 Michael e.chie 12 6-3 F 
21 Michael Garr 11 6-3 F 
23 DIiion Lipperman 10 6· 1 F 
24 Justin Gragon:~ 11 6-1 G 
32 Jonas Schnaidar 11 6·5 F 
33 Nala Maleski 10 6-1 G 
Haad Coach: Donnie Cash 
Asslstanl Coachas: Rick Youri<ovich and 
Nate Brinker. 
Alhlatlc Dlractor: Douo Tush 
Principal: Rob Zilzels6arger 

BELMONT 
SAVINGS 

BANK 
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Hoop Champs Continued from Page 32 

"Chll.Z has improved so 
much since his freshman year 
with his jumper and ballhan
dling. He came on the scene 
late as a sophomore and has 
started ever since." 

Besides scoring 12.8 points 
an outing, Lindsey distributes 
the ball to teammates for scor
ing chances and also leads the 
team in steals, with many lead
ing to coast-to-coast layups. 

However, the two aren't the 
only weapons Cash has in his 
arsenal as Ryan Kreiter, Danny 
Lennex and Justin Gregorcic 
all contribute in different ways. 

"Ryan, Danny and Justin 
are all great kids," Cash noted. 

. "They may not score the points 

HEALTH PLAN 
ffBflfFarYou 

1.800.624.6981 
~org 

that Mike and Cbll.Z do, but 
they do the intangibles that 
make us better." 

Gregorcic, the 'Dogs lead
ing threat from beyond the 
three-point arc, aver-
ages 8.4 points per 
contest, while 
Lennex adds 
7.6 and 
Kreiter 6.1. 

T h e 
Bulldogs 
also receive 
fine efforts 
from fresh-
man Tre 
Lindsey and 
junior Mike Carr 
off the bench . 
Lindsey, the cousin of 
Chaz, scores 5.8 points an out
ing, while Carr averages 2.4. 

"Tre has adapted real well 
this season," his coach said. 
"He fits right in with this group 
because being Chaz's cousin. 

he has been playing in the open 
gy!Jl with these. kids since he 
was in the fifth grade. 

"Mike has been a spark for 
us off the bench in the second 

half of the season· and 
he is looking for 

more • playing 
time, not Just 
this season but 
next year as 
well." 

Cash said 
for his team 
to have a 

chance they 
need to keep 

the game as low 
scoring as possi

ble. 
"We want quality 

possessions each time we have 
the basketball. They 
(Madonna) like to push the ball 
up court and would probably 
like it to be a high scoring 
game. However, we need lo 

WEIRTON MADONNA 
BLUE DONS 

Photo Provided 
PICTURED IS the 2007-08 Weirton Madonna Blue Dons Basketball Team. Front row, from left, 
are Cory Hirkala, Justin Kendrick, Robert Parkins, Joe Capito, Jared Magnone, and John 
McCune. Second row, from left, are Head Coach George Vargo, assistant coach Justin Shepard, 
James McFadden, Anthony Pletranton, Sal Conti, Coach Dennis Peterson, Connor Arlia, Matt 
McFadden, Coach Michael Spinella and manager Cory Brey. 

Member 
FDIC ~ G:t 

~~ 

Hancock County 
Saving Bank, FSB 

Chester 
304-387-1620 • 800-225-1620 

Welrton-304-723-4140 
New Cumberland-304-564-3368 

www.hcsbank.com 
GOOD LUCK TO ALL TEAMS 

GOOD LUCK 
WE:IRTON • 

llif'ADONNA BOY!! 
BA!!KE.TBALL 

From The 
Weirton Area 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

3174 Pennaylvanla Ave., Suite 1 
Weirton, WV 

304-748-7212 

Pavlik Chmolet,Chrysler 
•·:MN•· • -
• 541es • Leasing • Servke • Pdrts 
Volume Prices & Superior Service 

I Your S.lkfKllon I1 Our c .. r.,tee I 
Houn Mon. to Fri. 8:00 AM. to 5:CO P.M 

Qpcn Litt ~n. a Thun. hll 7:00 P.M. 
S.. Op., 900 AM.10 100 P.M. 

fa: Main: 
IOl-711-1119 304-7.\8-5515 

3662 tv\.sln Strut Weirton, ";IN 26062 
www.p,wUmoton.com 

keep it in the 50s or 60s for us 
to win." 

Conti, a 6-ft. junior, leads 
the Blue· Dons with a 17.2 
point average; which also tops 
all small school performers in 
the Ohio Valley. Corey Hirkala 
adds I 4.3, McCune 14.2 and 
Justin Kendrick I 0 . 

Hirkala, a 6-ft.-4 senior, 
grabs just under 10 rebounds 
per contest, while the 6-ft.- l 
Kendrick adds six boards a 
game. 

Shepard says Kendrick's 
status is questionable as he 
missed three games last week 
with a I DO-degree temperature. 
.He then missed the semifinal 
against Rosecrans due to the 
death of his grandmother. 

"It's been a tough week
and-a-half for Justin," Shepard 
added. 

Conti has led the Blue Dons 
in scoring in seven contests. 
including a season-high 28 in 
the last victory over the 
Bulldogs. McCune has also 
been his team's top scorer in 
seven games nod has n season• 
high of 24. 

North can he reached at 
knorth@times/eader1»1/ine,·m11 

Logon to 

""JTimesLeaderoNUNE 
... '\¥1 ·j,P}j\.jj \j. 

1944: A-WIUWOOd; AA-Martins Fe!Jy, Fil),l Baka! 
1945: A-WIUWOOd; AA-Unsly 
1946: A-Wtf!WOOd; AA-WK 
1947: A-Urm: AA-W~ 
1948:A-Yorirllle;AA- Central 
1949: A-Urm; AA-~ 
1950: A-Uoloo; AA--cg Ceroa1 
1951: A-Mag....: AA-~ Canlral 
1952: A-llnlo1: AA--cg CemaJ 
1953: A-Uoloo; AA-Belalre, Clara Cribs 
1954: A-Shadyside. Richard Ericson; AA..,,_ 
1955: A-Shadyside, Ri:haldEraoo; AA-Whe,i,,g 
1956: A-Sl ""'1; AA-T-
1957: A-Powhalan; M-SletJbenvll3 
1958: A- Balhany; AA-Bridgeport; MA-Whoolnj 
Coo1raJ 
Hl59: A-C&iz; M-Urilon; MA-St~ 
1960: A-CeJiz; AA-Brilbtoort; MA- S!BuberM11e 
1001: A-Warren ConsolJdated; AA-Shadyside, 
R<hartl Ericson; MA-l.lartlro Feny 
1962: A-Warwood; M-ShadyslOO, Richard 
Ericson; AM-We'rt 
1953: A-Paden City. P"'"1alan; AA-~: 
MA-Wheelag Central 
1964: A-Bim)p Donahoo, Tom OTormea; M
Toron!o; AM-Wert 
1965: AA-Shadyside, Jim B~langla; AAA
Triacl,\na 
1006: A-Woo:isfietd; AA-Bl'idgeport; AAA
Triadol'a 
1967: A-Wayria, Rich Wimskl; WOC/ds!ield, Jim 
Arnold: AA-Wa.rwood, Jim Foti; AAA-Bella.Ire, 
Gia.ire Cribbs 
196a: A-Mt. P!easanl; M-Sl John Central: AM
T-
1~: A-Bethany, Russ Sc!Mertleger; AA-St Jom 
Central Sy ~-a; AAA-Wheelifl!I, Ed Murphy 
1970: A-Yorkville, Ker1 Al&s~; AA-Wimeri 
Con:soltdated, Heivy Lazasz: AAA-Sleu.ber1vi\le, 
Chuck Wall 
1971: A-Paden City, Bob Bur1or1: AA-Llristy, 
El.\)000 Joseph; MA-~-ia. ChocJ< Wall 
19.12: A-Bim:)p Dooahue, Tom o·cmme!; AA
Blid;w>1. Frari< Biute,; MA-John MBM,I, sru 
Francis 
1973: A-Unsly. Did< W_,ld; AA--. Dick 
Potl5; AAA- S!oobenville Caloofic 
1974: A-BridQei:at Fra.ok Baoor: AA-Wheeli~ 
CerlraJ. So, Karm;; MA-Wheaicg, Sam /rot 
1975: A-Paoon Clfv, Bob Bunoo; AA-Wellsvllle, 
Bc.b Dawson; MA-$1Bubenville 
1976-A-MirigJ, Dick Parmell: M-We!swle, Bob 
Dawson: MA-1\1...u,g. SamWv 
1977: A-Welrtori Madonna, Aicfi Sarili~i; AA
Wellsvl11e, Bob Dawson; MA-Bl!Ckeye South, Hank 
L.azas.z; AAAA-Wheelirig Part Sam Andy 

See, CHAMPS, Page 7 
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•CHRYSLER 
•DODGE 
•JEEP 

RT. 40 MAIN ST. • ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OH 

740-695-0452 
MONDAY· THURSDAY 9.7 
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Shadyside, Linsly meet for 2-A title 
• Top-seeded Tigers knocked off Cadets in overtime earlier this season; Championship game moved to 1 O a.m. 
By SETH STASKEY 
nmes Leader Sports Editor 

Shadyside • and Linsly 
hooked up in a classic last 
month in Tigertown. 

The two small-school pow
ers will meet again this 
Saturday, but the venue will be 
neutral and a lot more is on the 
line. 

The Tigers and Cadets will 
square off Saturday morning at 
IO am. in the Class 2-A final 
at Ohio University's Health 
and Physical Education Center 
as part of the Wheeling 
Hospital OV AC Basketball 
Championship. 

The game time has been 
changed from its original. The 
game was switched with the I
A game to accommodate Tiger 
fans who might want to make 
the short trip out to Morristown 
to take in . the girls' squad, 
which opens its sectional tour
nament. 

No matter the time, place or 
day, both coaches know their 
teams will show up ready to go. 

"It's nice that (the OV AC) 
moved our game to help our 
fans, so they can go out and see 
our girls play," said Shadyside 
head coach Ed Andes who's 
guided his Tiger teams to four 
of the school's 11 OVAC boys 
hoop titles. "Linsly is a very 
athletic team and you can't 

afford to let down against 
because they will run up points 
in a hurry on you." 

While Shadyside - regard
less of Saturday's outcome -
has its state tournament to look 
forward to, the same obviously 
can't be said for the Cadets 
who will return to regular sea
son play next week and once 
that completes later this month 
turn the uniforms in and ready 
for spring sports due to their 
lack of affiliation to the West 
Virginia SSAC. 

That makes Saturday's 
game for all the murbles for 
Coach Mark Dodd's outfit, 
which comes into the game 
with a I 1-5 record. 

"This is something for us to 
play for," Dodd explained. 
"Whether we go to this tourna
ment or another It gives you a 
little bit more incentive." 

Shadyside and Linsly both 
had nip-and-tuck games to 
reach Saturday's final. The 
Tigers knocked off fourth
seeded Steubenville Catholic 
by a 79-66 count, while Linsly 
was a 37-35 victor over sec
ond-seeded Fort Frye at 
Beverly. 

"After a lengthy road trip, it 
was a great game," Dodd said 
of his team's semifinal trip. 
"(Fort Frye) was great to us 
down there and it was a great 
gym and a great atmosphere, 

and finally we won a close 
one." 

Andes said during an inter
view earlier this week that he 
thought any of the fpur teams, 

See, 2-A, Page 6 

NAILER$ UPCOMINC PROMOTIONS 
BLUE MAN O~OUP • FEB. 121'H ~ 7:30 P.M. 

• TWO Concert Tickets• TWO ('ffllt!rs Tlcketvoiidiers • Hotel!ROoltl • Dinner for 2 ONLY $199 ,, -~, ,- , ' ', ' ,', 

SHADYSIDE SENIOR B.A. 
Holloway Is one of the key 
members of the ligers' 
team. He's the leading scor
er at better than 13 points 
an outing. Shadyside Is 17-
2 on the season and will 
meet Linsly for the Class 2-
A title at 10 a.m. Saturday 
at OUE. 

T-L FIie Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 

liFAI.TII f'! Afl 

I-70 
Oglebay 
Exit2A 
Carry 
Out: 

232-9555 
STEAKS•RIBS,CHICKEN•SPAGHETTl•SEAFOOD,SALADS 
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SHADYSIDE 
TIGERS 

T-L Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK 

PICTURED JS the 2007-08 Shadyside Tigers Basketball Team. In front is manager Toni 
Andes. Kneeling, from left, are Nathan Butts, Jared Andes, Dustin Sadlowski, BA 
Holloway, Billy Merryman, Drew Kennon and Justin Andes. Standing, from left, are Nick 
Schuetz, Patrick O'Donnell, head. coach Ed Andes, Colby Emery, Heath Brooks, Dylan 
Kimble, Tyler Cline, assistant coach John Beckett, Josh Eneix and Ellis Brown. 

Andes Insurance Agency 
.Inc. 

3700 CENTRAL AVENUE• SHADYSIDE, OHIO 43947 .'740/676-5342 

New 11ife Fellowship 
NO HOOPS TO JUMP THROUGH 

JUST JESUS! 

Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays 6:30 p.m. 

www.TimeForNewlife.com 
676-7750 

' .. 

GOOD 
LUCK 

TIGERS! 
Love, 

Basketball Moms 

Migg 

!!yd'g 
Nurg~ry 
• !!~hool 

455 E. 39 St., 
Shadyside 

671-9616 

~OTIGf~! 

e 2-A--------
Continued from Page 5 

which qualified in the second
smallest division had a legiti
mate shot at the gold trophy. 

"I thought anyone could win 
and Steubenville Catholic was 
a good team," Andes said. 
''This is a good tournament 
because the records are gone 
and it's a matter of who wins 
two games in a row." 

Close games have been a 
problem for the Cadets thus far. 
They dropped a verdict in over
time to Class 3-A finalist 
Wheeling Central, Martins 
Ferry and these Tigers they are 
about to meet. 

"Sooner or later, it's going 
to even out, you think," Dodd 
said about the tight games 
going his team. "Every season, 
there are some of those kinds of 
games and I guess we Jost ours 
early. We avenged our Ferry 
Joss and hopefully that's a 
trend we can continue tonighL" 

While Fort Frye dictated the 

G 
L 

"' ,, . 
. .,~._,,..' ., 

. 
BELMOlffCAREER CENTER 

• 110.Fox'.Shannon Place, 
St. Clairsville, OH 
(740) 595;9130 . . 

HARRISON'CAREER CENTER 
82500 Cadiz Jewett Road; 

• Cadiz, OH • 
(740) 942-2148 

www.BHCcenters.com 

''Want Career 
Success? 

Get Career Skills!" 

C.J. GOODWIN 

tempo throughout against 
Linsly, don't expect the Tigers 
to sit back and make a bunch of 
passes. They move the ball, but 
they are looking to piny fast. 

"When we are shooting the 
ball well, we're tough to 
guard," Andes said. "We've 
got a nice eight-man rotation 
and we keep guys coming in 
and out and we're looking to 
get it out and go." 

Sounds like something the 
Cadets are also looking for
ward to. 

"Were both athletic teams, 
and I don't think either of us 
want to sit into an offense 
where we make IO or I 2 pass
es," Dodd noted. "Hopefully, 
that's the case especially on 
this bigger floor. We really like 
our chances on a neutral court." 

The Tigers' aforementioned 
three-point shooters come at 
teams in droves. As n team, 

See, 2-A, Page 7 

HE:111.TH PL AN 

fHlhlForl'bll 

1000 Third St., New Martlnsvllle, WV 26155 

.. _ .1-86(i;-4p_~-;~l;l61 • wvrt!·~l!l£~1~!1011Jln.e,~Q!.1l.. _ 

I 
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Let's Meet 
The Teams 

e 2-A---------------------

SHADYSIDE 
No.Name Gr. Ht Pos. 
2 N"~k Schuetz 1 O 5-1 O G 
3 Justin Andes 1 O 6-1 G 
4 Jared Andes 12 6-2 G 
5 Dy1an Kimble 10 5-10 G 
10NathanBuHs 11 5-3 F 
11 Heeth Brooks 1 o 5-9 G 
15 Dustin Sadlowskl 12 5-11 G 
20Patricl<O'Donnell 10 5-10G 
25 BA Holloway 12 5-11 G 
33 Bil~ Meir/man 12 5-10 G 
44 Drew Kennon 12 6-5 F 
Head Coach: Ed Andes 
Assistant Coaches: John Beckett and 
Mike Schlanz. 
Athletlc Director: Ty Fleming 
Prinopal: tarry Falbo. 

LINSLY 
No.Name Gr. Ht Pos. 
5 Devin Hardy 11 6-0 G 
10 Cody Campbell 12 5-4 F 
11 Matt Fahey 11 6-3 F 
12PatrickMilton 11 6-1 G 
14 Dmarr Moulton 11 6-1 G 
15 Russel Slayton 12 5-0 G 
20 Ch~ozle Opar~zie12 6-1 F 
21 Taylor Cecil 12 6-2 G 
22 c.J. Goodwin 12 6-2 G 
23 Jarred Hill 11 6-1 G 
24 Craig Kuhar 10 6-1 G 
25 Vincent Tennant 11 6-3 F 
30 Mlnho Kim 12 5-0 G 
32 J.D. Eddy 11 5-3 F 
34 A.J. Ciediomski 10 5-9 F 
42 Sam Cecil 12 5-4 C 
Head Coach: Mark Dodd 
Assistant Coaches: Chad Barnett and 
Michael Hammond. 
Athletlc Director: Dan Buchwach. 
Principal: Rene Diorio. 

echamps-
conunued from Page 4 

1978-_A-Buckeye_ Tr~I, Terry ~ell: AA-_ 
Shadyside, Terry Srw~; AAA-Bella.ire, Maril Matz; 
AAAA-Caml,ldge, ~ Josa111 
1979: A-Bucke),, Trail, Teny ~: AA-Fror<lo-: 
~-- caJoo~: -Belai!e, Matl< 

1900: A-Bud<,ye Tral, Teny l.eggett; M-llf'IJ'): 
AM-Marl,. Fa,iyc AAAA--
1981: A-8<Jckeve Trai\ Teny leggatl: AA-Fronlle<, 
Hri Morus: MA-BockB)'l Sooth, Hank Lezasz; 
AAAA-StBl.lbanvllle, Ctluck Wall 
1982: A-Slstet5Wo: AA-ilucl<ey> Trail: AM
\\1ioofrng ~: AAAA-Whaa~ Par1c &,n ANfo/ 
1983: A-Blshop D<mahue, John Slanko; AA-

See, CHAMPS, Page 13 

Continued from Page 6 

Shadyside is hitting 39 percent 
of its shots from downtown and 
48 percent of its shots all told. 

"Shooting (at QUE) is a lit
tle different because there's a 
lot of room in the background," 
Dodd pointed out. 

"Shadyside has shooters and 
they've spent a lot of time in 
the gym shooting the· ball, and 
regardless of the gym, their 
percentage isn't going to 
change that much." 

Along with their shooting 
ability, the Tigers' present a 
defensive challenge In terms of 
you can't key on just one play
er as no fewer than four players 
average double figures. 

Senior B.A. Holloway leads 
the way for the Orange with 

. 13.5 points. Senior Billy 
Merryman and sophomore 
sixth man Justin Andes are next 
in line at 11.5 points a night. 
Senior Jared Andes adds 1 O 
points a game. • 

"If -this kid's not playing 
well we can tum to another 
guy," Andes said. "It's worked 
out very well for us so far." 

Senior Drew Kennon is the 
Tigers' post player. He uses his 
6-ft-5 frame to score six points 
and grab five rebounds a night. 

Senior Dustin Sadlowski is 
the Orange defensive stopper 
and chips in 4.5 points a nlght. 

While the younger Andes is 
the top sub, also used in the 
mix are junior Nathan Butts 
and sophomore Dylan Kimble 
who score 5.5 and five points 
each. 

While the Tige!'5' offense 
has grown in consistency with 
each passing game, the Omnge 
defense has also been solid this 
season. 

"We've been able to play 
solid defense this season and 
we'll need to do that again 
because Linsly has so much 
athleticism," Andes pointed 

Q, SUBARU. ~VOUCSWAGEN 
www.wheellngsubaru.com www.wheelingvw.com 

1-70 Exit 5 Route 40 East, Elm Grove 

out. 
"We know that if our shots 

aren't falling, we've gotto pick 
it up on the defensive end." 

As for the Linsly offense, 
the Cadets have three players 
who are averaging in double 
figures for the season. 

DeMnrr Moulton is leading 
the way, netting 15.1 points a 
game. Lightning-quick point 
guard C.J. Goodwin and athlet
ic swing player Cody Campbell 
pour in 14. 7 points a game 

each. 
"I think we've played well 

the entire year," Dodd_ said. 
"There have been times down 
the stretch of games where we 
don't handle situations the 
proper or correct way, but 
we 're working on that. 

"I think ·we're one of the 
more athletic teams we've had, 
but sometimes those kinds of 
teams don't win games neces
sarily." 

The Cecils - Sam and 

Taylor - round out the 
Cadets' starting lineup. Sam 
Cecil is the Lin~ly post player 
and he scores 4.3 points, while 
Taylor has struggled somewhat 
shooting the ball from the 
perimeter and nets 4.19 an out
ing. 

Senior Chidozie 
Opnranozie, Sam Milton and 
Matt Fahey are the key reserves 
for the Cadets. 

Staskey can be reached at 
sstaskey@tiJnesleaderonJine.com 

Q LINSLY CADETS 

T--L Photo/SETH STASl<EY 
PICTURED IS the·2007-08 Llnsly Cadets Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are 
Russell Slayton, Minho Kim, Sam Cecil, Taylor Cecil, Charaun Goodwin and Cody 
Campbell. Middle row, from left, are Chldozle Oparanozie, Matt Fahey, Vincent Tennant 
and J.D. Eddy. Back row, from left, are head coach Mark Dodd, Craig Kuhar, DeMarr 
Moulton, Patrick Milton, Jarred Hill, A.J. Clechomskl and assistant coach Chad Barnett. 

Dr. Roy C. Harmon 
• Podiatrist •• ••• 

• Foot Specialist 
55 Fifteenth St., Wheeling, WV 

Phone: (304) 232-2385 
By Appointment 

mlWAW.ARDS 
"Custom Awards of 

All Kinds" 
Moving Soon to a 

New Location, 
Watch for Our Adi 

434 National Road, Wheeling 

Phone: (304) 233-1925 
Toll Free: (800) 446-1925 
Email: ovawards@comcast.net 

www.ovawards.com 

ZEE 
PHOTOGRAPHY 

31 Bishop St., 
Wheeling, WV 

(304) 
242-0419 ~ 

Cary Zee-_! ' 
Photographer 
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G ST. CLAIRSVILLE RED DEVILS 
I 

I 

Photo Courtesy/SLAVIK PHOTOGRAPHY I 
PICTURED IS the 2007-08 St. Clairsville Red Devils Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are Bo Kerne, Allen DeRosa and Phil Gross. Second 
row, from left, are assistant coach Ryan Clifford, Alex Thornburg, Dari Slavik, Ryan Jarvie, Kaz Pata and assistant coach Justin Clifford. Back row, 
from left, are Travis Wade, head coach Kim Clifford, Anthony Skrabak, Michael Bigelow, Derrik Baugh, Anthony Vincent, assistant coach Kevin 
Sacco and Dustin Hynes. 

IUutter Kloset 
Consignment 

Shop 
Speclallzlng In New & GentJy Used 

Chlldran's Clothes & Women's Clothes 

Please Call 296-5323 for Oetalls or 
Stop In for Our 

GRAND OPENING on Feb. 15th 
50580 Natlonal Rd. East, SL Clairsville 

M-F 9-6 & Sat. 9-3 

.>Forest: • 
• ~1;Retirement • 
.community 
Therapy & Rehabilitation 

lOO·Reservoir Rd., 
St. Clairsville, OH 

(740) 695-7233 ,, 
• He..!her Borkoski, Adm!nlstratoi,; 

Good Luck 
Red Devils! 

DENNY'S 
HAIR 

DESIGN 
239 East Main Street 

No DSL? No cable? No problem. $l00Moll•ln Rebate· 
~~-:=:..~=-~';';~ .::~1~i~~~~ :;;;-c.!.'°"~:-:.. --------'-' --------l 
• F.....t.< 11a11,,. ..-.:l 1ns1mt ana11 .,..- Stop by or call us today! 

: =: ;":° ~ ~=.==::::; tM ._ u""' Pl'8lrmlll ClllllllllllcadH 
• Muad.lallna;lnaMl<li!RJ1111on•llllrJ1Dftt,.~t ~~1nw ... rt,ySa!Ml1rt11 I Hughes.Net.Ill 1281.Slllll'll.StClllralll,N 
~-===~~!,'".:!:!,-::E?::::...=-£.._".,,.. 0411115-141811'llll141C CJ8' 
::,.-..::::::::..-:::.::=::---=-...:."":"::..,-...::-=..":"~---'"- ....... W111•c1 Ml 

LUCARELLI 
CARPET 

' 

GOODLUCK 
orni.g1 

111 S. MARIETTA ST., 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE, OH 

740-695-1365 

'BdU 
Towing 
-Bridgeport 635-1986 

St. Clairsville 699-1986 
Bellaire 676-8729 

GOOD LUCK RED DEVILS! 

w~-, 
Heating & Air Conditioning 

50580 National Rd., St. Clalrsvllle 695-9948 

+&itt· 
WE SERVICE Turn to the Experts OH•LIC #24875 
ALL BRANDS • WV030656 

JOHN JENKINS • OWNER 

148 W. MAIN STREET, ST. CLAmsVRLE, OH 
(740) 695-9300 • (740) 695-3799 

I 

I 

I 
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St. C., Central clash in 3-A title game 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

History has a chance to be 
made Saturday, 

The St. Clairsville Red 
Devils have a rich athletic tra
dition. 

However, when you walk 
into the Devils' Den and look 
around at the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference cl).ampi
onship banners that hang high 
In the rafters, you see the sport 
of basketball, but the word girls 
is printed on each of the five 
pennants. 

Coach Kim Clifford and the 
Red Devils hope 2008 is the 
year where a boys banner is 
finally hoisted into the rafters. 

And for the first time in his
tory, the 3-A title will be decid
ed on the court as part of 
Saturday's Wheeling Hospital 
OV AC Basketball 
Championships at Ohio 
University Eastern's Health 
and Physical Education Center. 

The quest for the title will 
by no means be an easy one as 
the Red Devils - the second 
seed - wilrlock horns with 
fourth-seeded Wheeling 
Central in the 4 p.m. contest. 

"Winning the OV AC this 
way (on the court) would be 
even more gratifying," Clifford 
admitted. "We've always tried 
to play a big schedule and 
sometimes it's worked out the 
way we wanted and sometimes 

ANTHONY VINCENT 

it hasn't, but now it'll be deter
mined Saturday." 

It's probably safe to say the 
Red Devils (15-4) and the 
Maroon Knights ( 11-6) are the 
premier athletic teams of Class 
3-A this season. Remember, 
the Knights' perfect football 
season edged out the Red 
Devils' perfect season for the 
conference title. Ironically, 
three members of the Red 
Devils' coaching staff and sev-

HEALTH Pt.AN 

No DSL? No cable? No problem. 
HughesNet .. uses leadlne 
satellite technology to bring 
a super-fast, always.on 
Internet connection to places 
OSL and cable Internet can't 
reach.• So what are you waiting 
for? Enjoy the Internet the 
way ft was meant to be. 
• Faster surfing and Instant 
. email access 

• Download large files in 
minutes, not hours 

• Frees up your phone line-
talk and surf at the same lime 

• Makes dialing in and logging 
on a thing of the P<;1st 

$100 MalHn- Rebate" 
Olftl' litd1 March 31, 2008, 

Stop by or call us today! 

Progressive 
communlcauons 
128 S. Sllllr SI. SL ClllmllD, 11 
114811185-84111 er 11111414-4314 ---- • 

High-speed Internet by Satellite I HughesNet~ 
.. ~~_,....-..:.t-'lot~ ....... ~l-fiM*Mt/llf. 
............ -' ... _'l'NmJM,OtlllJ ........ IU)"'"!llla" .... ....,.., ........, .. ~.,--~-~--.... 
•~11~.,.....i.111o~•s .... ,dM-tlta-.,liJ; 
lml.a--~.w..t 
'"""'""'~--,!--MM/I~..__-_..., W., 1-, 
OJl41bll~----
c• ........ .,_,ll,~•·......, ...... ,,~ ..... ~llt 

taking out Magno_lia in a 
thrilling semi-final contest, 
which saw several lead changes 
and a see-saw battle through
out. 

Knights had stumbled some
what down the stretch before 
the cut-off date for the tourna
ment and qualified for the field 
by just six hundredths of a 

"We're trying to catch our 
breath after that game," 
Clifford said. "One of the nice 

. - things going into the sectional 
tournament is that we've 
already played in a tournament, 
so we understand what it's 
going to take. Magnolia is a 
very talented team and our kids 
managed to suck it up and get it 
done." 

Wheeling Central, mean
while, was one of two four 
seeds to advance to the champl-

DUSTIN HYNES onship game. The Maroon 

era! key players were on that 
football team. 

"I think the football thing 
can enter a little bit in terms of 
motivation," Clifford said. 
'Tm not sure we're a great bas
ketball team, but our kids are 
great competitors and that's 
probably the hallmark of our 
team, so I will take any advan
tage I can get" 

The Red Devils got into the 
championship round thanks to 

◄NAPA► 
S~r 

Auto Parts, Inc. 
48530 National Road West, 
SL Clairsville, Ohio 43950 

Phone (740) 695-3501 
GOOD LUCK 
RED DEVILS! 

See, 3-A, Page 1 O 

9(icartfo 'lJ. ·zam6ito, 'lJ'lJS 
:.Famify. Practice 

\Sid 
' 

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS! 
• Drilless Dentistry • Laser Dentistry 

• Intra-Oral Video Cameras • Rembrandt In-Office 
• Digital Photography Whitening System 

• Cerec-Same Day Crown Reconstruction 
These are just a few of the many technologies in Dentistry that 

Dr. Zambito & Dr. Rairigh have to offer their patients. 
Q 

GOOD LUCK TO ALL 
TEAMS IN THE BOYS 
OVAC BASKETBALL 

CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES! 

1201 :Mt. 'lJeCliantal 1?J]atf • 'Wlieefing, 'MN 

(304) 243-1500 
Tues. & Thurs. Evenin9 Hours Available 

I 
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Continued from Page 9 

point over Union Local. 
However, they made the 

most of their opportunity 
Tuesday when they took out 
top-seeded and red-hot Martins 
Ferry at the brand-new Tolbert 

HEALTH PLAN 
HenlForYau 

1.800.624.6961 
-plan.org 

Gymnasium. 
Clifford is highly in favorof 

the new tournament format the 
OVAC has adopted and mak
ing the OV AC more competi
tive is something he's pondered 
for many years. 

'"I talked to (OV AC 
Executive Secretary) Tom 
Rataiczak years ago and I 
thought maybe everyone 
should play at least once or 
something to make it better," 
Clifford said. ''The OVAC has 

done some great things and the 
championship should be deter
mined on the court, so this is a 
long-time coming for basket
ball." 

The Maroon Knights come 
into the championship game 
with an 11-6 mark, having won 
two straight After knocking off 
Ferry, the Knights took care of 
2-A finalist Linsly in a regular
ly-scheduled contest this past 

See, 3-A, Page 11 

WHEELING CENTRAL 
MAROON KNIGHTS 

Photo Provided 

PICTURED IS the Wheeling Central Maroon Knights Boys Basketball Team. Tha team 
consists of Zach Hood, D'Onta Long, Jordan Sortaga, Nick Hurley, Shane Phillips, Alex 
Pelechulla, Cody Koehler, Joe Neidhardt, Ell Josaph, Jack Weishar and Cory McKltrlck. 

QIWAWARDS 
"Custom Awards of 

All Kinds" 
Moving Soon to a 

New Location, 
Watch for Our Adi 

434 National Road, Wheeling 

Phone: (304) 233-1925 
Toll Free: (800) 446-1925 

LET'S 
GO 

KNIGHTS!' 
233-1515 

GOOOLUCK 
WHEELING CENTRAL 
MAROON KNIGHTS 

R&V 
Embroidery 

Rick & Valerie Nau 
275 Fulto~ St., Wheeling 

304-234-6650 

Attonuiys At 
Law 

Gmwrul Pr1wlir11 

Jmmph J. John & Louis J, John 
~ !:: i GOODLUCK ~ 
-~ MAROON KNIGHTS ;; 

\233-4380/ 
.,,.,'ti .~ 

• li,J1 \)\~(·· 
• 11florrnAur,111 11• 

T-L Flle Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE'$ Michael Bigelow drives to the bucket 
during a game last week. Bigelow Is the Red Devils' third
leading scorer. He and his teammates will meet Wheeling 
Central Saturday In the Wheeling Hospital OVAC 
Basketball Championship at 4 p.m .. 

New Starts 
Start Here! 
Want a fresh start on a new, healthier you? 
Then now is the time and Howard Long is the place. 

We have professionally directed programs to fit 

every body, t..-very age, every goal ... 
• Weight loss programs and fitness training 

• Aerobics and water aerobics 

• Free Weights and state•of.the•art machines 

• Sports and recreational activities galore 

• Yoga, Pilates, all kinds of wellness programs 
• Zumha, the new, hot craze in group exercise 

It's a New Year! Start it right! 

Call 242-WELL. 

Be Healthy, Be Happy. BeLONG! 
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Wednesday. 
"Basketball is very impor

tant at Wheeling Central," 
Clifford said. "They have great 
tradition and they are talented. 
They play a tough schedule, so 
their record is deceiving.'_'. 

The Central basketball tradi
tion is reflected by their count-. 
less state championships and 
also their 18 OV AC titles. 
Central is the two-time defend
ing champion, but that came in 
Class 2-A. 

The Knights average a 
shade over 60 points a game 
and have three players who 
average double figures. Shane 
Phillips leads the way at 11.8 
points a night, while Cory • 
McKitrick donates 10. 7 and 

See, 3-A, Page 15 

Let's Meet 
'The 'Teams 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE 
No.Name Gr. HI. Pos. 
3 Bo Kemo 11 !i-10 G 
4 Anthony Vincent 12 6-0 G 
5 Dustin Hynes 12 6-0 G 
12 Kaz Peta 12 6·0 F 
14PhiIGross 116-1 F 
20 M~hael Bigelow 12 6-2 F 
21 Derrik Baugh 12 6-4 C 
22AyanJaivle 115-10G 
24DanSla~k 10 5-11 G 
30 A~x Thornburg 10 6-0 F 
32 Allen Derosa 9 6-5 C 
34 De'Leioun Jackson 12 6-2 G 
40 Tra~s Wade 12 5•11 C 
44 Anthony Skrabak 12 6-3 C 
Head Coach: Kim Cllfford 
Assistant Coaches: Ke~n Sacco, Ryan 
Clifford, Justin Clifford and Brian Gay. 
Athletk: Director: Kel~ Rine. 
Principal: Walt Skaggs 

WHEELING CENTRAL 
No.Name Gr. HI. Pos. 
2 Zach Hood 10 5-7 G 
11 □'Onie Long 11 5-10 G 
12 Jordan Sortge 10 5-9 G 
14NickHurley 11 5-11 G 
20 Shane Phillips 12 5-9 G 
22 Alex Pelechutte 12 6-3 F 
24 Cody Koehler 11 6-3 F 
40 Joe Neidhardt 10 5-9 G 
42 Eli Joseph 11 6-2 F 
44 Jack Weishar 1 o 5-11 G 
50 Cory McKrtricl< 12 6·4 F 
Head Coach: Mel Stephens 
Assistant Coaches: Dave Koehler, John 
Moora end Chris Stephens. 
Athletic Director: Mike Young 
Principal: Dr. Joseph Viglletta. 

llit.tlh■Ad~I 
.,.,,,, Fflt )'IJU 

UIOO.SM.111181 
l!lllllhille,oro 

- .. _ ... , .. I,, .... ~,,.If .. .,,, 

Ol,'iSfM,1iJ/N(, /H./\IJ! .~11 

liCHlt:\ir,'l1rNr 

1-FH,1 lt1i/A.\ifi\B ,.,111.lER 
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Creek, JM unlikely 4-A matchup 
• Redskins and Monarchs both went on the road and posted semi-final victories; Game set for 7 p.m. 
By RICH GIBSON 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

How"d these guys get in 
here? 

You may be ru;king yourself 
that question regarding 
Saturday night's inaugural 
av AC Wheeling Hospital big 
school (4-A) title game featur
ing John Marshall and Indian 
Creek. 

To be sure, opposing coach
es Bill Storm (JM) and Joe 
Dunlevy (Creek) had reason
ably high hopes for their 
respective programs before the 
2007-08 seru;on tipped off. 

FIGGY'S 
FUEL MART 
OPEN Mon. thru Fri. 7 A.M. • 9 P,M. 

SaL & Sun. 8 A.M, • 9 P.M. 

FIGURSKI'S "Fo, All Ck=;on," 
CATERING 546-3705 

However, neither Storm. nor 
Dunlevy circled Feb. 9 on their 
calendars in anticipation of an 
eventual rendezvous inside 
Ohio University-Eastem's spa
cious athletic complex. 

But JM (11-6) vs. IC (14-
5) is, indeed, reality and on 
paper, fans have every reason 
to expect a highly competitive 
matchup when the 4-A contest 
tips off at 7:00. 

The Creek and John 
Marshall arrived hoce the old 
fashioned way - they earned 
it, and both did so with dramat
ic semifinal upset wins on the 
road. 

Storm's Monarchs penetrat
ed Wheeling Park's Palace on 
the Hill and handed Michael 
Jebbia's top-seeded Patriots an 
unexpected 67-58 setback. 
Dunlevy, meanwhile, took his 
team across the Ohio River to 

second-seeded Weir High 
where the Redskins prevailed 
by a 54-49 count. 

Dunlevy admits the future 
was anything but certain for his 
squad earlier this season. "'We 
were pretty much struggling in 
late December (after losses to· 
Edison and Martins Ferry)," 
Dunlevy disclosed. "But we're 
fortunate tci have some kids 
who possess basketbaJI smarts. 
They've improved consider
ably, particularly at the defen
sive end of the floor." 

Of the Creek's five set
backs, only an early season loss 
at Upper Arlington wru; inflict
ed by IO or more points. "'We 
got better on defense and were 
able to cut down on mistakes 
which were killing us,'' 
Dunlevy explained. "Our guys 
have recognized their respec
tive roles and are playing real 

INDIAN CREEK 
REDSKINS 

well together as a 
team." 

Dunlevy's take on 
John Marshall? 
"They're definitely 
hard to get a handle 
on," he advised. 
"(Our scouting 
report) says JM is a 
well-balanced team 
with many different 
players capable of 
hurting you. 
Obviously, we have 
to defend the entire 
floor and ium it up a 
notch defensively." 

The • Redskins' 
rotation features 
savvy backcourt play 
starting with junior 
point guard Daniel 
Dunlevy (son of the 
couch). ''He won't 
shoot 11 lot but •han
dles the ball well and 
is genemlly good dis
tributing to the right 
people," Creek's vet- ------- T-L Rle Photo 
eran hoops' boss INDIAN CREEK'S Mike Smith goes 
declared. up for a shot in a game earlier this 
. Creek hru; a dandy season. The Redskins will meet John 
is. 6-2 _swrngman Marshall Saturday evening for the 4-A 
Mtke Smith, a I 7 title. 
ppg. scorer who has 
come of age during 
the course of the season. 
"'Mike's made steady progress 
and is a definite offensive 
threat," Dunlevy noted. 

St. Clairsville and nets just 
under I 7 per start. 

The same can be said for 
inside ace Jim Wood, a mobile 
6-6 senior regarded ru; a excel

. lent finisher inside. He recently 
wheeled and denied for 3 5 
points during a key road win at 

"Jimmy has a strong inside 
game but he's also capable of 
stepping out and knocking 
down an occasional three," 
Dunlevy revealed. 

Junior Luke Viltro. at 6-3 is 
a versatile player. averaging 
just under IO points a pop. 
"Luke helps in a variety of 
ways," said Dunlevy of the 
Skins' leader in assists. 

Photo Courtesy/PHOTOGRAPHY BY GEORGE 
PICTURED IS the 2007-08 Indian Creek Redskins Basketball Team. Front row, from left are Scott 
Starr, Mike Smith, Jim Wood, Jonathan Figel and R.J. Roberts. Second row, from left, are Tyler 
Wolpert, Mike Wayt, Bryan Bowers, Randy Hines, Luke Viltro, Daniel Dunlevy, Dustin Freshwater, 
Cullen Desantis and Brennan Sims. Back row, from left, are Nick Otto, Bryan Rupert, Erle Price, 
Gavin Smith, Caleb Thomas, Brandon Mathieu, Doren Thomas, Adam Young, Hunter Green, 
Jordan Spence and Evan Hopkins. 

------------. • GIANNAMORE'S 
GOODLUCK 

INDIAN CREEK • PIZZA froDL 
I WlfflRSVlllE I 
I 

~~ FIRE DEPARTMENT 
• Business Line: 740-264-41111 

286 Luray Dr, Wlnte/lV!lle, OH 43953 
7 40-264-9371 • FOR EMERGENCIES 

Hours:Mon.-5aL 4 to 12 DIAL 911 

WAID l'UIISPOlf 

• RENTAL • SALES 
• BOTTUD and PRESSURE MODELS 
•COW or HOT'N'cold 
• REFRIGERATED COMPARTMENT 
• PROMPT DELIVERY 
•FREE INSTALLATTON & SERVICE 

BIILKWATER 
•SWIIIIIMIIBPOOI..S 
• HOUJIIIB TAJIO 
• CIBTEIUIS • WELLS 

ll11lED IPffll 

. . : I 
100 SAMJII DR. • HOPEDALE, OH 439711 

1264-9999 1-800,!~UfOI I 

Senior Jonathan Figel, at 6-
2, has also been solid and is 
recognized as an adept defend
er. "'Jonathan loves playing "D' 
and bas a great knack for taking 
charges," Dunlevy observed. 

The Creek also receives big
time contributions from 6-1 
senior R.J Roberts who earns 
major minutes on a nightly 
bru;is. Senior Scott Starr (6-4) 
missed a portion of the cam-

See, 4-A, Page 13 
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Let's Meet 
The Teams 

e 4-A---------------------

Continued from Page 6 

INDIAN CREEK paign battling mono but should be good to 
go Saturday. 

No.Name Gr. Ht Pas. A • f h I • th 5 Daniel Dunlevy 11 5-9 G patr o sop omores are a so tn e 
10 Cullen DeSantls 10 5-11 G mix - backup point guard Bryan Bowers 
11 Mike Smith 12 6-2 f . (5-7) and two-guard Cullen DeSantls, who 
12 R.J. Roberts 12 6-1 G stands 5-11. 
14 M~hael Wayt 10 5-8 G Dunlevy's staff includes Rob Lucas, 
20 Ga~n Smith 10 5-11 G Mike Furda and Rich Morelli. 
21 Brennan Sims 10 6-0 F Don't put much stock in John 
24 LtJka Viltto 11 6-3 G Marshall's 11-6 ledger. As -Storm points 
~ ~=:~'!i rn t~ g out, the Glen Dale-based ball club has 
34 Scott Starr 12 6-4 c endured three buzzer-beating reversals. 
40 Jim Wood 12 6-5 f "We're·relatively young and playing a 
Head Coach: Joe Dunlevy number of kids," Storm pointed out. "We 
Asslslanl Coaches: Rob Lucas, Mike feel the program is coming along nicely 
Furda and~ Morelli. • and we have solid potential." 
Athletic Direcloc Jack Rowe A former Monarch cage ace, Storm has 
Principal: John Craig been involved with the program several 

JOHN MARSHALL years but is just in his second as head hon-
No.Name Gr. Ht Pas. 
3 Josh ovemolt 12 6-3 F 

cho. 
Since suffering a major meltdown 

recently at St. Clairsville where JM 
coughed up a 26-point lead and went on to 
lose. In overtime, the Stormtroopers have 
rebounded nicely, running off four consec
utive wins. 

The Monarchs are doing so a result of 
consistent team play and contributions 
from a lengthy list of candidates. 

Primarily an adept unit of juniors, 
inside ace Kenny Shepherd is a distinct 
exception. Standing 6-6, Shepherd makes 
his living scrapping underneath and has 
posted a team-leading 12.6 ppg. norm. 

Shepherd also brings down a team-lead
ing 7. 7 rebounds per outing. 

The Brown and Gold's junior class has 
been superb, starting with 5-8 guard Brock 

Melko. "He's old school and one of our 
leaders," Storm advised. "Brock goes full
tilt every night" 

Casey Defibaugh is also rock-solid. The 
5-10 southpaw is a 7.2 ppg .. scorer who 
possesses "a good feel for the game," 
according to Storm. 

Another major player is 6-3 Justin 
Eikleberry who doesn't mind mixing it up 
in the paint.. The same holds true for 6-6, 
I 7 5-pound Danny McClelland. 

When JM dials long distance, 6-1 
Andrew Montes often makes the connec
tion. Montes owns a team-leading 24 tri
fectas as part of his I 0.6 ppg. norm. 
"When we get production from Andrew, 
good things .usually happen," Storm 
offered. 

See, 4-A, Page 14 

4 Brock Melko 11 5-8 G 
5 Phil Namlik 12 6-1 G 
10Casey0elibaugh 11 5-10G 
11 Travis Whitfield 11 5-8 G 
12 Kenny Shepherd 12 6-8 C 
20 Jeremy Hays 10 5-11 G 
22 Jason Eikleberry 11 6-1 G 
23 Justin Ei~eberry 11 6-3 F 

THE ALL PRO TEAM 

~-,-:-~ 
GOOD LUCK MONARCHS! 

24 Andrew Montas 11 6-1 G 
32 Kylen Whipp 12 6-4 F 
33 Danny McClelland 11 6-8 F 
40 Chad Whitlatch 11 6-2 F 
42 Broe Jones 11 6·3 F 
Head Coach: Bill Storm 
Assistan1 Coaches: Mika Ferm, Casey 
Storm. 
Athletic Director: Chuck Duckworth 
Principal: Tom Wood. 

• Champs-
Continued from Page 1 D 

Bridgeport: AAA-Whee~ng C€ntral; AAAA
W:ritersville 
1984: A-Weirton Madonna; M-Wellsvia; AAA:.. 
Steuberwdle CatooK; AAM-Wln!ersviile 
mas: A-Skvvue: AA-Wellsville; AAA-WheeEng 
Central; MAA-Weir 
1986: A-Skyv!Je: AA-Cadiz: AAA-Whae.5fl{I 
Central; AAAA-Staibemrdle 
1987-A-Min()O; AA-Wheeling Central; AAA
Meadowbrool<; MM-Brooke 

HEALTH PLAN 
Hera For You 

1.800.624.61161 
liealthplan.org 

FORD• LINCOLN MERCURY 
Good Luck To All OVAC 

Championship Participants! 
Make Sure You 
Do Not Have 
Problems Or 

Conditions That 
May Bench You 

Dr. Duanne Miller, D. C. 

IF YOU.HAVE SUFFERED FROM ANY OF THE.FOLLOWING 
□Low Back Pain, □,overweight □ Neck Pain 
□Pain Between Shoulders □Wrist Pain □ Sciatica 
□Genera!Tightness ONumbnessmngllng OJawPain 
□Headaches O Insomnia, □Foot Pain 
Dlired/Fatiqued □ Knee Problems 

114 Lafayette Ave. • Moundsville, WV 

(304) 843-1192 

NEW EXTENDED H0URS·M0N·FRI 8:30-7:00 
AT & SUN 9:00·1:00 

48260 National Road, st. Clalrsvllle 
695-0345 

820 Bond Avenue, Barnesville 
425-4100 
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JOHN. MARSHALL 
MONARCHS 

Photo Provkled 

PICTURED IS the 2007-08 John Marshall Monarch Basketball Team. Front row, from left, are Justin Eikleberry, Chad 
Whitlatch, Brock Melko, Andrew Montes, Casey Defibaugh, Jeremy Hayes and Travis Whitfield. Second row, from left, 
are assistant coach Mike Ferro, Phil Namlik, Kylen Whipp, Broe Jones, head coach Bill Stenn, Danny McClelland, 
Kenny Shepherd, Josh Overholt, Jason Eikleberry and assistant coach Casey Stenn. 

Home Cooked Meals At Reasonable Prices 

YOUNG'S 
CAFETERIA 

"We Do It the Old Fashion Way" 

i. CATERlNtfAV~l!tiHFb~l'ART.QlS&:WEDDINGS .• 

1309 Wheeling Ave. • Glen Dale, WV • 304-845-4820 

GO MONARCHS! 
Mike McCoy 
Agent 

900 Lafayette Ave. 
Moundsville, WV 26041 
Bus. 304.845. 7660 
Fax 304.843.1147 

STATE FAIM 

& 
INSURANCE 

I!> 

State Farm® 

Providing Insurance & Financial Services 
Home Office: Bloomington, Illinois 61710 

"Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there." 

John Marshall 
Boy's Basketball 

From The 
Monarch Boy's Basketball 

Boosters 

e4-A---
Contlnued from Page 10 

Travis Whitfield, nt 5-8. is 
also a steady contributor nod 
poses additional problems for 
JM opponents. 

Ooe sophomore of note is 5-
1 1 Jeremy Hayes, younger 
brother of Lady Monarchs' star 
Jessica Hayes 

JM's coach expects n highly 
competitive encounter with 
Indian Creek. "Joe (Dunlevy) 
does nn outstanding job with 
their program. His teams are 
recognized for playing with 
grent intensity nod enthusiasm. 
We realize we need to bring 
our• A' game." 

Stonn's staff of includes his 
son, Cnsey Storm in ndditlon to 
Mike Ferro and Bill Gallagher. 

Gibson can be rerxhed at rgih
s,m@timesleaderonline.com 

• Champs-
continued from Page 13 = ~Mff-s~ AM-Belam, 

1989:. A-8~ Donahue, Tom Tribell; M
Wheel~ CEll'lll'l¥; AAA-Bell:afra; MAA-Broool 
1990: A- ""',a: AA-""""'>) Camral, _., 0.0<; 
AAA - Bellafra; AM.A- SteubemiRa 
1991: A-M=, AA-SherlalldDah; AM-Beiajre; 
AMA-East 
19!32: A-Paden !y: Bob Burtofl; AA-frooliar, Grng 
Marus: AAA-Toron!o, John TICEI; MAA
Cam!Xidge Geno Fool 
1993: A-Paden City, Bob Burtoi; AA-S
Calholic, Frank S"pence: MA-Ba\lalre, Gene 
Amrrnr!Vl!e: AJ,.AA.-C~ Gene Fool 
1994: A-Paden City, Bob ilatoo; AA-Buckeye 
Tra~ .. Kim Cunnlngham; AM-BaHalrer Gene 
Ammiranlei.f.:AM-Eas!LiverJ))OI, NlckAkl1 
1995: A-'llenro Maoonna. George Vargci: AA
BuMe Trall, Kim Cunmngham; AM-Bellaire, 
Ge"' lrom-; AMA-East~ Nu Al:, 
HOO: A-Wairton Mmma. Gooroe Vargo; M
Wellsville. Bob Ant MA-Be!!aie, 0ooe AihmirEWlle: 
AAAA-laoosville, Scott Aronooll 
1997: A-Collottco Valay. M•a Masloski: AA
Shenendoall, Dar, Schw&i1errnan; AAA-Bellaire, 
Garia Armlltanlti; MAJ..-Zaoesvih, ScottAronooll 
199a A-Wernoo Madoma, George v~ 
~-=~~Fany,Ja/1 • 
1999: A-Fromlir, i109!1 Kikpamck: AA-Fort Rye, 
Dan Ued1ke: AAA-BellaR'e, Gene Ammiranle; 
AAAA-E'" Uva,J,,)( Nd< Ak; 
200J: ~-ShadjSda,. Ed Ardas; AA~Fort .F'n.1J,,"' 
~~ai~Ziti--- -
2001: A-Wem, Ma!lml, Georga Vargo; AA
Shenafldoah, Dan Schwellemlari, AAA- loo'a11 
~ Joe O\Jn.le:,-y: AMA-Zanasvi~. Scott 

2002: A-l,lSly, !l,aJk Do<il; M-Wl-oalir,g c .... , 
Dave Wgi:11<, MA-Martm, Fooy, Jail Babalm, 
AMA--Sroo-
2003: A-Baalsvla, lJ/U 'Srodo' Tolzda; AA~Fort 
FM!, Dan Uedlke, MA-Belalre, GEM Ammn!e, 
MAA-CWnl,a Gena Fool 
2004: A-Frorlie!, Roger KJnql!irld<; AA-Fort Frye, 
Dan Ueclke; MA-Oak Gian, David Smith; AAM
Ba"" loca\ ""'rue, 
2005: A-Sh•li'\!8,,Ed Was; AA~Bucl<aw Tra~ 
Dave llflll, AAA-~, Gane Aroowame; AAAA
w.t. Moa Granalo 
2006: A- Shadvside, Ed Andes; M- Wheeling 
cemi:01, ~I Sleohoosil· MA-~laie, Gene 
AmmwanlB, MM-Mote ranata, Weir 
2007: A-S-, Ed Anda); AA-WJ-.,1,,, 
Central Mal SI-;_ At,A-_t1arr\soo Caolral, 
Donnla Madzla; AMA-~, Mi<a MaskJskJ 

HEALTH PLAN 
ffereForYou 

1.800.624.6961 
heallhplan.org 



OVAC BOYS BASKETBALL 
----------------,-----THE TIMES LEADER • Friday, February B, 2008 • Page 15 

e 3-A------------------------
Continu~ from Page 11 • 

senior talent Alex Peluchette 
donates l0.3 points. 

"You had better'come ready 
to play against Central if you 
expect to beat them," Clifford 
continued. ''They have been 
through some wars with their 
schedule." 

Cody Koehler (8.3 ppg) and 
D'Onte Long (6.1 ppg) are also 
key contributors to the 
Knights' success. 

The success and carry-over 
has been something the Red 
Devils have used to their 
advantage after a grid season in 
which the Red Devils finished 
12-1 and advanced to the 
regional final. 

While the winning mentality 
was nice, the schedule changes 

caused a back-log and NBA
like schedule for the Red 
Devils who were playing three 
and sometimes four games a 
week during the season. That 
led to a look of fatigue, but now 
that the schedule is back to a 
normal routine, the Red Devils 
appear to have found their sec
ond wind. 

"We're very pleased with 
how our kids are playing and it 
was nice to see that spark back 
in their eye," Clifford said. "To 
see that enthusiasm and energy 
was nice. Our kids always 
played hard, but sometimes 
they just didn't have it. We're a 
little more comfortable now 
that we're back to a regular 
schedule." 

The Red Devils employ a 
nine-man rotation at the varsity 
level. Senior Anthony Vincent 
leads the way with 12.3 points 
a game. He knocked down the 
game-winning • free throws 
against Magnolia. Classmate 
Dustin Hynes nets 11.4 points 
a game. 

Senior Michael Bigelow has 
been a big factor on both ends 
for the Devils. He's an 8.9 
points-per-game scorer and has 

also charted 4 7 steals and nine 
blocked shots. Senior Derrik 
Baugh patrols the paint for the 
Red Devils. He scores nearly 
seven points a contest arnj leads 
the team in rebounding. 

Rounding out the starting 
lineup Is sophomore point 
guard Dan Slavik who scores 
9.5 points a game and has real
ly been coming on of late. He's 
also a 31 ·percent three-point 
shooter and has buried a teaH1-

high 36 treys. 
Junior Ryan Jarvie ls the 

team's sixth man. He's been a 
solid contributor, averaging 
more than eight points a game. 
Kaz Pata, Deleioun Jackson 
and Anthony Skrabak come off 
the bench for solid minutes. 

Clifford Is assisted by Ryan 
Clifford, Kevin Sacco, Justin 
Clifford and Brian Gay. 

Staskey can be reached at 
sstrukey@times/eadero11/bie.am1 

G.00D LUCK MONARCHS! 
a,l'C'--_c:l---..., 

APPLIAN€E 
eommer10N 
263 Jefferson Avenue, Moundsville 

845-7686 

For Service, Dedication, Leadership, commitment, 
Experience, Qualifications, Integrity & 

No-Nonsense Law Enforcement In Belmont County 
Re-Elect Fred Thompson, Sheriff 

Fred Thompson Is the man for the Job. His experience, 
dedication, qualifications and aggressive work ethic In serving 
the citizens of Belmont county Is unsurpassed. 

Experience - over 34 years serving the citizens of Belmont county. 

Dedication - Arrests and convictions of murderers, to Include a serial killer, rapists, drug 
dealers, sexual abusers of children, and other criminals that prey on our 
citizens. 

oualiflcatlons - Vietnam Veteran, Law Enforcement Officer Instructor Since 1986, 
Peace Officer of the Year, Former Deputy Sheriff/Investigator, Barnesville 
Police Officer Investigator for the Belmont county Public Defenders Office 
Former Bailiff/Probation Officer for common Pleas court, ' 
currently Belmont county Sheriff. 

Paid for by the candidate Fred Thompson, 66263 WIiiow Grove Road, Bellaire, Ohio 43906, Bonita Thompson, treasurer. 
\ 



TwinSet 
$2~9';·' 

( 

-

mattress sale!, 
Storewide Savings 
on These Restonic Mattresses! • 

}
,. 

FURNITURE 

Beau·tiful· Dreamer 
Firm 

$349QueenSet 

Twin Set SALE $249 
Full Set SALE $299 
King Set SALE $499 

~
.;,_ .,,., 

Sweet Dreams 
Pillow Top 

$399Queen5et 

Twin Set SALE $299 
Full Set SALE $349 
King Set SALE $549 

*Prior sales excluded, can not be combined with other offers, 12 months same as cash, 
with a purchase of $1000 or more, with approved credit and 20% deposit required. 

227 N. Lincoln Ave., Bridgeport, Ohio 
Open Monday-Friday 10-7, Saturday 9-5 

7 40-635-0652 
www.wilsonfu.rniturestore.com 
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T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE head coach Kim Clifford looks for an 
answer during Saturday's game with Wheeling Central 
Saturday. The R~ Devils lost, 58-50. Additional images 
can be found at cu.tlmesleaderon/ine.com 

• Bridgeport wins first boys 
basketball championship in 25 
years with upset of Madonna 
By SETH STASKEY 
nmes Leader Sports Editor 

For the Bridgeport Bulldogs, the third was the 
charm. 

After dropping two verdicts to Weirton Madonna, 
including the final game of the regular season a little • 
more than a week ago, the Bulldogs entered the 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC Basketball Championship 
looking to make ammends. 

And Saturdav afternoon at the 
Health and Phy-sical Education 
Center at Ohio University
Eastem, revenge was taken by 
th~ R11l1rlrnri. 

T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 

SHADYSIDE HEAD coach Ed Andes watches as his 
team found Itself in a triple OT game with Linsly 
Saturday. The llgers prevailed, 69-64. Additional images 
can be found at cu.tlmesleaderonline.com 

T·L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 

BRIDGEPORT HEAD coach Donnie Cash urges his 
team to box out during Saturday afternoon's upset 
Weirton Madonna, 49-37. Additional Images can be 
found at cu.tlmesleaderon/ine.com 



Aner aroppmg two verdicts to Weirton Madonna. 
including the final game of the regular season a little • 
more than a week ago, the Bulldogs entered the 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC Basketball Championship 
looking to make amrnends. 

And Saturdav afternoon at the 
Health and Physical Education 
Center at Ohio University
Eastern, revenge was taken by 
the Bulldogs. 

With the revenge, 
Bridgeport got even more than 
that. The win gives the 
Bulldogs the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference 
Championship for the first time since 
1983. 

"This is a great feeling," said Bridgeport head 
coach Donnie Cash during his post-game press confer
ence. "Before we left the gym today, I made the kids 
walk past the trophy case and look at that 1983 trophy 
and told them it would be great to put another one in 
the case. It had been 25 years, so it was long over
due." 

Getting to the point of the OVAC title wasn't as 
simple as it may have seemed. Not only did 
Bridgeport deal with its rigorous 18-garne slate to 
qualify and then Valley on Tuesday, but Cash and the 
Bulldogs had a turnultous pre-season with player 

See, BRIDGEPORT, Page C2 

T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH MEMBERS OF the Bridgeport boys' basketball team pose with their Wheeling Hospital OVAC Championship trophy Saturday afternoon following their 49-37 upset victory over top-seeded Weirton Madonna at Ohio University-Eastern. Additional images can be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 

Shadyside edges Linsly in 3-OT classic 
By RICH GIBSON 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

You expected anything less? 
After engaging in a down to the wire 66-65 overtime 

classic in the regular season, a Shadyside-Linsly rematch 
was highly anticipated. 

The fact that it came in the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference's inaugural hoops' tournament only added to 
the intrigue. 

Not only did the two teams deliver another one-to
rernernber presentation, Saturday morning's 2-A pres
sure-cooker of a title clash evolved into something of 
epic proportion. 

No less than three intense overtime periods were 
required before Ed Andes' Tigers finally emerged with a 
impossible-to-forget 69-64 victory inside Ohio 
University Eastem's impressive facility. 

'Just a great high school 
basketball game the fans were 
treated to today.' 

- Linsly' s Mark Dodd 

It seemed hardly fair Mark Dodd's worthy Cadets 
were declared anything less than co-champions consider
ing the effort and energy both teams put forth. 

"Just a great high school basketball game the fans 
were treated to today," Dodd disclosed. Amen to that 

. There were so many twists and turns, rallys and 
See, SHADYSIDE, Page C2 

SHADYSJDE'S DREW 
Kennon makes a move 
to the hoop Saturday. 
The Tigers prevailed, 

• 66-65, in triple overtime. 
Addffional images can 
be found at 
cu. timesleaderonline. co 
m 

T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 

ST_ 
CLAIRSVILLE 

sophomore Dan· 
Slavik drives 

Into Wheeling 
Central's Shane 

Phillips 
Saturday 

afternoon. The 
Maroon Knights 

won, 58-50. 

St. Clairsville drops heartbreaker, 58-50 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

It just wasn't meant to be for the St 
Clairsville Red Devils. 

The Red Devils' basketball program 
has been an over-achieving bunch all 
season just a year removed from a sea
son in which they advanced to the 
Division II district final, but graduated 
all five starters from that club. 

However. as the wins mounted. the 
Devils grew in cofidence and they came 
to Ohio University Eastern Saturday 
with one goal and that was the school's 
first-ever Ohio Valley Athletic 

Conference championship in boys bas
ketball. 

Tradition-laden Wheeling Central 
was all that stood in the Red Devils' 
way. 

However, that road block was just a 
little too much for the Red Devils to 
overcome. 

Wheeling Central will make room in 
its gymnasium for the school's 19th 
conference title and third in a row, but 
first in Class 3-A after posting a hard
fought 58-50 win over St. Clairsville in 
front of a jam-packed Health and 
Physical Education Center. 

"Hats off to Wheeling Central, they 

deserved· to win,'" said veteran St. C. 
head coach Kirn Clifford. "We gave 
good effort, but Central was the better 
team today." 

While the loss will sting the Red 
Devils for quite sometime, they'll have 
to shake it off quickly as Division III 
sectional play opens for them Thursday 
at Byesville against Barnesville. 

"We 'II take (Sunday) off and 
Monday. we"ll be ready to pick it up 
and get back after it," Clifford said. 
"These guys will rebound. Monday will 
be a typical practice and we'll get ready 

See, ST. CLAIRSVILLE, Page C2 
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T-L PHOTO/JOEL JOSEP)-1 
THE SHADYSIDE 11gers pose with their Wheel Ing Hospital OVAC Class 2-A Boys 
Basketball Championship Trophy Saturday afternoon. The Tigers outlasted Unsly 69-64 
in a triple overtime thriller. Additional images can be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 

e Shadyside--------~---
eonunued from Page C1 

counter-rallies and emotional swings, 
both players and coaches were put through the 
wringer. 

"This one's for our five seniors," a happy 
Andes declared. "It was a total team victory and 
that's how we like to win them. We're thrilled 
to be part of this first-ever (tournament format) 
that, from here, will be decided on the court. 
It's a great accomplishment for our kids." 

In the end, Shadyside prevailed via its ability 
to convert at the foul line. The Tigers nailed 18-
of-2 l overall but were particularly clutch dur
ing the 12 minute extrJ sessions in which they 
cashed I 3-of-15. 

Linsly, meanwhile, endured 9-of-23 inaccu
racy and could point to several key misfires 
which cost the Cadets an opportunity for victo
ry. 

"We've been up and down all season (at the 
line)," Dodd confessed. "We go 25-of-30 one 
night and maybe 0-of-11 another. It's frustrat
ing." 

Saturday's early start seemed to adversely 
affect both teams. "It's kinda different getting 
up at 8:00 (a.m.) then getting on the bus to 
come play a game," remarked Cadets' senior 
Sam Cecil who pJ1infully endured a pair of 
missed free throws with the game deadlocked in 
the first overtime's final I. 7 ticks. 

Shadyside was forced to dodge more than 
one bullet before surviving. 

With Linsly holding for the final shot of reg
ulation, Cadets' ace Cody Campbell was whis
tled for a controversial five-second violation, a 
call which \eft his coach slating in disbelief. 

Seconds later, it appeared the Bengals were 
regulation victors, however, a brilliantly execut-

Linsly grabbed two early leads, the last at 
61-60 before Jared Andes delivered bis fifth, 
three-point hoop of the day, sending Shadyside 
ahead for good. 

In the final 46 ticks, sophomore Dylan 
Kimble calmly knocked down a pair from the 
sqipe and Jared Andes applied the clincher sec-
onds later. . 

Shadyside, a prolific three-point shooting 
team, finished with 11 trifectas compared to 
three from Linsly, all authored by senior wing 
Cody Campbell. 

"After our game during the regular season, I 
had a good idea this one would be similar," the 
Tigers' boss explained. "You have to go with 
your strengths and we finally started hitting 
some threes. I'm really proud of my guys." 

Jared Andes tallied a team-leading 25 points. 
14 of which came during the three overtimes. 
Merryman rifled home five treys to total 15 and 
dependable B.A. Holloway pitched in 13. 

The winners benefited from another unsung 
effort from senior Drew Kennon who recorded 
IO clutch points. 

Campbell was exceptional in defeat The 6-4 
senior duplicated his regular season output (25 
points) against the Tigers and also landed I 0 
rebounds. Goodwin. following a slow start, 
came on strong to net 21 markers and record 
four steals. Linsly's talented junior guard 
DeMar Moulton provided t0-point support. 
Sam Cecil worked the boards for nine rebounds. 

Shadyside shot 20 of 53 from the field and 
collected 31 rebounds with Holloway nabbing 
seven. The Tigers overcame 15 turnovers. 
Linsly went 26-of-63 from the perimeter and 
nabbed 36 stray shots. The Cadets were guilty 
of 19 giveaways. 

Nnw 1 R_ 'J t;;:hnilvcirlP ~urnik niuicinn IV 

• Bridgeport -
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defections as well as questions 
whether or not senior Mike 

• Bachie would play. 
"We definitely didn't have a 

normal pre-season," Cash 
smiled. "The kids battled 
through it, but stuff like that 
happens, and throughout the 
season these kids battled every 
night" 

Making it through a tough 
stretch is usually a credit to the 
leadership and Cash turned to 
four quality seniors, including 
the aforementioned Bachie, to 
get it done. It's the same group 
of seniors Cash coached during 
the younger years of their 
career and watched them limp 
through a winless season in 
junior high. 

Now, Ibey will place the 
OV AC gold trophy directly in 
the trophy case outside of the 
Hpvlicek GymnasiuDL 

"These four kids have been 
through the good and bad of 
the Bridgeport basketball pro
gram," Cash pointed ouL "To 
win an OV AC title their senior 
year shows how special of a 
group these kids are." 

While the Bulldogs are 
vasking in the glory of their 
title and making travel plans to 
WesBanco Arena in May for 
the annual OV AC Banquet of 
Champions, the Blue Dons 
must get back to work and fin
ish their regular season before 
entering West Virginia post
season play. 

"I don't know if Bridgeport 
beat us (Saturday), but they 
came out with more points," 
said Madonna head coach 
George Vargo who watched 
his team slip to 13-6 on tbe 
season. "Coach Cash and his 
kids did a great job today. Our 
kids played hard the entire 
game, but unfortunately the 
ball didn't fall for us when we 
needed it to." 

The Blue Dons - who 
were the top seed in the Class 
1-A tournament and took care 
of Bishop Rosecrans in the 
semifinals - appeared to be 
ready to deliver the knock-out 
blow during the second half 
When they extended the lead to 
31-24, but the Bulldogs closed 
the period with a mini-spurt to 
make it a 3 3-3 I reading enter
ing ihe fourth. 

r- .. 1-._ ,c-_.,_ .. 1-. : .. ···-- _11 
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T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 

BRIDGEPORT'S MIKE Bachie (15) goes strong to the 
basket Saturday afternoon against Weirton Madonna in 
the Wheeling Hospital OVAC Championships. The 
Bulldogs won. Additional Images can be found at 
cu.timesleaderonline.com 

in the fourth period. Bachie 
had a pair of field goals, while 
Lindsey scored 10 of his 21 in 
the final chapter. 

"Both Bachie and Chaz 
played great today," Cash said. 
"Chaz made a few key plays in 
the fourth quarter and Bachie 
was tough inside, but our other 
two seniors did a great job as 
tu,c,ll nn.-l tha;.- .. t.--.t,a minht nn.t 

10 boards to go along with his 
I 4 points. He bad six of those 
boards in. the fourth period. 

Scoring: 
lll1100EPORT (49) -

Lindsey 6, B-13 21; laMex 1, 0-2 2; 
Kreiter 1, 2-5 4; T. Lindsey O, 0-0 O; 
Bachle 6, 2-5 14; Carr 1, 0-0 2; 
Gregorcic 2, 0-0 6; Totals: 17, 12-25 49. 
MADONNA{37) - Hirklala4, 1-111; 
Kendrick 1, 0-2 2; Capito 1, 0-0 2; 
McCune 1, 1-2 3; Pletranton 0, 0-0 O: 
Conti 6. 6-719: Arlia O 0-0 □ : P 



wrin_ger. 
"This one's for our five seniors," a happy 

Andes declared. "It was a total team victory and 
that's bow we like to win them. We're thrilled 
to be part of this first-ever (tournament formal) 
that. from here, will be· decided on the court. 
It's a great accomplishment for our kids." 

Io the end, Shadyside prevailed via its ability 
to convert at the foul line. The Tigers nailed l 8-
of-21 overall but were particularly clutch dur
ing the 12 minute extra sessions in which they 
cashed 13-of-15. 

Linsly, meanwhile, endured 9-of-23 inaccu
racy and could point to several key misfires 
which cost the Cadets an opportunity for victo
ry. 

"We've been up and down all season (at the 
line)," Dodd confessed. "We go 25-of-30 one 
night and maybe 0-of-11 onother. It's frustrat
ing." 

Saturday's early start seemed to adversely 
affect both teams. "It's kinda different getting 
up at 8:00 (a.m.) then getting on the bus to 
come play a game," remarked Cadets' senior 
Sam Cecil who pJ1infully endured a pair of 
missed free throws with the game deadlocked in 
the first overtime's final 1. 7 ticks. 

Shadyside was forced to dodge more than 
one bullet before surviving. 

With Linsly holding for the final shot of reg
ulation, Cadets' ace Cody Campbell was whis
tled for a controversial five-second violation, a 
call which \eft his coach slaring in disbelief. 

Seconds later, it appeared the Bengals were 
regulation victors, however, a brilliantly execut
ed inbound play failed to pay off when sopho
more Justin Andes saw his open layup spin off 
the rim as time expired. 

Linsly then mounted a 54-49 upperhand 
with 90 seconds remaining in the sec(jlld OT. 
Shadyside, though stormed back, keyed by 
Billy Merryman's big-time three-pointer and 
four foul line couuections by Jared Andes. 

A Justin Andes foul conversion had 
Shadyside on the verge of victory until Linsly's 
CJ. GoCJ!iwin barely beat the buzzer with a dra
matic game-tying puthack to force a third over
time. 

• St. Clairsville 
Continued from Page C1 

ahead.for good.· . 
In the final 46 ticks, sophomore Dylan 

Kimble calmly knocked down a pair from the 
sl{ipe and Jared Andes applied the clincher sec-
onds later. . 

Shadyside, a prolific three-point shooting 
team, finished with I I trifectas compared to 
three from Linsly, all authored by senior wing 
Cody Campbell. 

"After our game during the regular season, I 
had a good idea this one would be similar," the 
Tigers' boss explained. "You have to go with 
your strengths and we finally started hitting 
some threes. I'm really proud of my guys." 

Jared Andes tallied a team-leading 25 points, 
14 of which came during the three overtimes. 
Merryman rilled home five treys to total 15 and 
dependable B.A. Holloway pitched in 13. 

The winners benefited from another unsung 
effort from senior Drew Kennon who recorded 
JO clutch points. 

Campbell was exceptional in defeat The 6-4 
senior duplicated his regular season output (25 
points) against the Tigers and also landed 10 
rebounds. Goodwin, following a slow start, 
came on strong to net 21 markers and record 
four steals. Linsly's talented junior guard 
De Mar Moulton provided t 0-point support. 
Sam Cecil worked the boards for nine rebounds. 

Shadyside shot 20 of 53 from the field and 
collected 31 rebounds with Holloway nabbing 
seven. The Tigers overcame I 5 turnovers. 
Linsly went 26-of-63 from the perimeter and 
nabbed 36 stray shots. The Cadets were guilty 
of 19 giveaways. 

Now 18-2, Shadyside awaits Division IV 
sectional play Feb. 18 when the Orange oppose 
Beallsville. Linsly (11-6) returns to regular sea
son play Tuesday at home against Parkersburg 
Catholic. 

UNSLY (64) - Hill 0, IJ.0-0; MIiton 0, IJ.O 0; Fahey 0, IJ.O 
O; Slayton 0, 0-2 O; Cecil, T. 2, 0-1 4; Cecil, S. 1, 2-8 4; 
Moulton 4, 2-4 10; Goodwin 9, 3--4 21; Campbell 10, 2-e 25. 
Totals - 26, 9-23. SHADYSIDE (69) - Sadlowskl 0. IJ.O 0; 
Andes, Jus. 0, 1-21; Kimble 0, 2-2 2; Butts 1, 1·2 3; l<enl'IOfl 
5, 0.1 10; Holloway 3, 6-6 13; Merryman 5, 0-0 15; Andes. 
Jar. 6, a..a 25. Totals - 20, 18-21. 

lllfe&j)Oint goals. Llnsty - Campbell (3). Shadyside -
Jar. Andes (5), Merryman (5), Holloway. 

Gibson may be reached at: rgib
son@timesleaderonline.com 

to go." 
The Maroon Knights 

claimed the title as the fourth 
seed in the field. They knocked 
off both Martins Ferry and 
now the Red Devils en route to 
the crown. Their road gets no 
easier as they will meet 
Wheeling Park Wednesday at 
WesBanco Arena. 

but if you don't throw the 
leather through the iron, you 
come away with nothing, and 
that was probably the tale of 
the game." 

his veins when he drilled a 
triple from the right corner. 

"We gutted it out," 
Stephens said. "(Sortge and 
Hood) are sophomores in class, 
bot they've got a lot invested 
in basketball and they are 
probably well beyond their 
years in basketball terms." 

"We were happy to even get 
into the tournament," said Mel 
Stephens. "We left for a road 
trip down state and thought 
Union Local was going to get 
in., so it was to _our surprise 
when we got in, but when we 
did get in, we felt we could 
compete with anyone in the 
field." • 

The Knights were a wire-to
w ire leader in the contest. 
They assumed a 12-6 upper
hand after one period, but the 

The Saints' offensive pro
duction continued to struggle 
in the third as Central -
behind seven points from 
D'Onte Long extended its lead 
1041-31. 

However, the Red Devils 
had been faced with deeper 
holes, including a 26-point 
deficit against 4-A finalist 
John Marshall last month, 
which they bad climbed out of. 

"Once we got on a run, I 
was completely confident we'd 
be okay," Clifford said. "It's a 
cliche, but wejust couldn't get 
over the bump." 

The Red Devils seized the 
momentum in the fourth, scor-

Central was led in the scor
ing column by senior post 
player Cory McKitrick who 
netted 15 points. He finished 
with six boards. Pelechutte and 
Long each had I 0. 

St. Clairsville was led by 
senior Dustin Hynes who 
scored 12 points. Derrik 
Baugh added IO points. 

"I thought we had some 
times during the game where 
we could have made them 
break, but (Central) didn't 
break, and that's a credit to 

year snows now special ot a 
group these kids are." 

While the Bulldogs are 
vasking in the glory of their 
title and making travel plans to 
WesBanco Arena in May for 
the annual OV AC Banquet of 
Champions, the Blue Dons 
must get back to work and fin
ish their regular season before 
entering West Virginia post
season play. 

"I don 'I know if Bridgeport 
beat us (Saturday), but they 
came out with more points," 
said Madonna head coach 
George Vargo who watched 
his team slip to 13-6 on the 
season. "Coach Cash and his 
kids did a great job today. Our 
kids played hard the entire 
game, but unfortunately the 
ball didn't fall for us when we 
needed it to." 

The Blue Dons - who 
were the top seed in the Class 
I -A tournament and took care 
of Bishop Rosecrans in the 
semifinals - appeared to be 
ready to deliver the knock-out 
blow during the second half 
When they extended the lead to 
31-24, but the Bulldogs closed 
the period with a mini-spurt to 
make it a 33-31 reading enter
ing ihe fourth. 

In the fourth, it was all 
Bridgeport 

With Bachie doing work on 
the interior and Lindsey run
ning the show on the point. the 
Bulldogs went on a 18-4 run 

T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 
BRIDGEPORT'S MIKE Bachie (15) goes strong to the 
basket Saturday afternoon against Weirton Madonna in 
the Wheeling Hospital OVAC Championships. The 
Bulldogs won. Additional Images can be found at 
cu.times/eaderonline.com 

in the fourth period. Bacbie 
had a pair of field goals, while 
Lindsey scored JO of his 21 in 
the final chapter. 

"Both Bachie and Chaz 
played great today," Cash said. 
"Chaz made a few key plays in 
the fourth quarter and Bachie 
was tough inside, but our other 
two seniors did a great job as 
well and their stats might not 
show up in the boxscore, but 
they do so many intangible 
things." 

Bachie finished with yet 
another double-double, adding 

1 0 boards to go along with his 
14 points. He had six of those 
boards in the fourth period. 

Scoring: 
E!AIDGEPORT (49) -

Undsey 8, 8-13 21 ; lennex 1, 0-2 2; 
Kreiter 1, 2-5 4; T. Lindsey 0, 0-0 O; 
Bachle 6, 2-5 14; Carr 1, 0-0 2; 
Gregorcic 2, 0-0 6; Totals: 17, 12-25 49. 
MADONNA(37) - Hirklala4, 1-111; 
Kendrick 1, 0..2 2; Caplto 1, 0-0 2; 
McCune 1, 1-2 3; Pietranton 0, 0-0 O; 
Conti 6, &719; Arlia 0, 0-0 O; P. 
McCune O, 0-0 O; 13, B-12 37. 

Three-Point Goals: B - Lindsey, 
Gregorclc (2). M - Hlrl<ala (2). Contl. 
Staskev can be reached at 
sstaske)1@timesleaderonline.co 
m 

AP Photo 
DUKE FANS reach out for Boston College's Tyler Roche as he inbounds the ball during 
the first half of a college basketball game In Durham, N.C., Saturday. Duke won 90-80. 

Memphis still only unbeaten; 
Duke, Tennessee, Texas win· 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - Joey Dorsey had 
12 points and 13 rebounds and top-ranked 
J.A""'m.-.h:,, ~--: __ ,..c ,.1,. _ __ ._: __ ,_ --1-- ·--~-""--,. 

basket represented his only points of the game. 
No, 12 Texas 71, Iowa State 65, OT 

_.._.-r't"' 'I"-~,- ,_.rn _. .- 4L--"'·· ..... ..l ,..~ 



w,m ',JU seconas remammg m me secQI10 u 1. 

Shadyside, though stormed back, keyed by 
Billy Merryman's big-time three-pointer and 
four foul line connections by Jared Andes. 

UNSLY (64) - Hrn 0, 0-0.0; Milton 0, 0-0 D; Fahey 0, 0-0 
O; Slayton 0, 0-2 O: Cecil, T. 2, 0-1 4; Cecll, S. 1, 2-B 4; 
Moutton 4, 2-4 10; Goodwin 9, 3-4 21; Campbell 10, 2~ 25. 
Totals - 26, 9-2'3. SHADYSIDE {69) - Sadlowski 0, 0-0 O; 
Andes, Jus. 0, 1-2 1; K"imble 0, 2-2 2; Butts 1, 1-2 3; Kennon 
5, D-1 10; Holloway 3, 6-6 13; Merryman 5, 0-0 15; Andes, 
Jar. 6, a-a 25. Totals - 20, 18-21. 

A Jnstin Andes foul conversion had 
Shadyside on the verge of victory until Linsly's 
C.J. GoQ\lwin barely beat the buzzer with a dra
matic game-tying puthack to force a third over
time. 

Three"1)0lnt goals. Llns\y - Campbell (3). Shad~ -
Jar. Andes (5), Merryman (5), Holloway. 

Gibson may be reached at: rgib
son@timesleaderonline.com 

• St. Clairsville 
Continued from Page C1 

to go." 
The Maroon Knights 

claimed the tiUe as the fourth 
seed in the field. They knocked 
off both Martins Ferry and 
now the Red Devils en route to 
the crown. Their road gets no 
easier as they will meet 
Wheeling Park Wednesday at 
WesBanco Arena 

"We were happy to even get 
into the tournament," said Mel 
Stephens. "We left for a road 
trip down state and thought 
Union Local was going to get 
in. so it was to our surprise 
when we got in, but when we 
did get in, we felt we could 
compete with anyone in the 
field." • 

The Knights were a wire-to
w ire leader in the contest. 
They assumed a 12-6 upper
hand after one period, but the 
Red Devils cut into the margin 
with a 13-12 second period. 

"We were a little out of 
sync in the first quarter ( offen
sively)," Clifford said. "Part of 
that probably had to do with 
the magnitude of the game, but 
we finally got our rhythm a lit-· 
Ue bil" 

In the first half, the Red 
Devils struggled mightily to 
get their offense going. They 
struggled from the floor for the 
entire contest, meshing l 5-of-
40 from two and sank only 
two-of-18 from deep. 

"Basketball is a cruel 
game," Clifford continued. 
"You can do everything right, 

but if you don't throw the 
leather through the iron, you 
come away with nothing, and 
that was probably the tale of 
the game." 

The Saints' offensive pro
duction continued to struggle 
in the third as Central -
behind seven points from 
D'Onte Long extended its lead 
1041-31. 

However, the Red Devils 
had been faced with deeper 
holes, including a 26-point 
deficit against 4-A finalist 
John Marshall last month, 
which they had climbed out of. 

"Once we got on a run, I 
was completely confident we'd 
be okay," Clifford said. "It's a 
cliche, but wejust couldn't get 
over the hump." 

The Red Devils seized the 
momentum in the fourth, scor
ing the first eight points of the 
period before Jordan Sortge 
meshed a trey from the right 
wing. Central's heart-and-soul 
Alex Peleuchtte tallied on the 
next trip to regain the momen
tum for the Knights. 

"That was a huge shot," 
Clifford said of Sortge's triple. 
'throughout the season, we've 
made huge shots like thal That 
was pretty much a dagger for 
us." 

The Red Devils scratched 
and clawed their way back 
once again and got within five. 

his veins when he drilled a 
triple from the right corner. 

"We gutted it out," 
Stephens said. "(Sortge and 
Hood) are sophomores in class, 
bot they've got a lot invested 
in basketball and they are 
probably well beyond their 
years in basketball tenns." 

Central was led in the scor
ing column by senior post 
player Cory McKitrick who 
netted 15 points. He finished 
with six boards. Pelcchutte and 
Long each had I 0. 

St. Clairsville was led by 
senior Dustin Hynes who 
scored 12 points. Derrik 
Baugh added IO points. 

"I thought we had some 
times during the game where 
we could have made them 
break, but (Central) didn't 
break, and that's a credit to 
them," Clifford noted. " 

Central held a 27-22 edge 
on the boards, but was guilty 
of 14 turnovers, tlvo more than 
the Red Devils. 

Scoring: 
WHEELlNG CENTRAL (58) -

Hood 1, 0-0 3; Long 4, 2-3 1 O; Sqrtge 1, 
0-0 3; Hurley 0, 0-0 O; Phillips 1, 4-4 6; 
Peluchette 4, 2-2 10; Koehler 4, 1·2 9; 
Joseph 1, 0-0 2; Weishar 0, 0-0 O; 
McKltrlck 5, 5-7 15; Totals: 21, 14-18 
SB. ST. CLAIRSVILLE (50) - Vincent 
2, 3-6 8; Hynes 4, 3-5 12; Pala O, 1-2 1; 
Bigelow 2, 7-8 11; Baugh 5, 0·2 10; 
Jarvie 2, 0--0 4; Skrabak 2, 0-0 4; Totals: 
17, 14-23 50. 

Three-Point Goats: WC - Hood, 
Sortge. SL C. - Vincent, Hynes. 

Staskev can be reached at 
sstaskey® timesleadero11line ,l'O 

but sophomore Zach Hood -
seeing his first action of the 
contest - showed the ice in 111 

Williams leads O~io U. past W. Michigan 
ATHENS, Ohio (AP) - Leon Williams 

score\! Ohio's final seven points, including 
three free tllfows in the last 42 seconds, to lead 
the Bobcats past Western Michigan 57-54 on 
Saturday. 

Williams, who totaled 26 points and 15 
rebounds, hit a jumper with 3 minutes left to 
pull the Bobcats (16-7, 7-3 Mid-American 

lefl 
Williams was fouled with 42 seconds and hit 

the first of two free throws. After Kool missed a 
3-)lointer for the Broncos (I 3- l 0, 7-3 ). 
Williams came up with the rebound and was 
fouled with 12 seconds left. He made both 
shots for a 57-54 lead. 

Conference) even at 52. • 
Williams then hit a pair of foul shots with 

l: 19 remaining for the lead before David Kool 
tied it again with a field goal with 52 seconds 

I ·• 

Kool and Andre Ricks then missed 3-pointers 
in the closing seconds for the Broncos. 

Kool led Western Michigan with 17 points, 
with Joe Reitz adding 12 and Derek Fracalcissi 
10 points. 

•• 

Bufidogs went on a 18-4 run anomer double-double, adctmg m 

AP Photo 

DUKE FANS reach ou1 for Boston College's Tyler Roche as he inbounds the ball during 
the first half of a college basketball game in Durham, N.C., Saturday. Duke won 90-80. 

Memphis still only unbeaten; 
Duke, Tennessee, Texas win· 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) - Joey Dorsey had 
12 points and 13 rebounds and top-ranked 
Memphis remained the nation's only undefeat
ed team with an 85-64 win over Central Florida 
on Saturday. 

Derrick ~ose led the Tigers (23-0, 9-0 
Conference USA) with 15 points, and Antonio 
Anderson scored l l as Memphis extended the 
country's longest active home winning streak to 
46 and continued their conference supremacy. 

No. 2 Duke 90, Boston College 80 
DURHAM, N.C. (AP) - Kyle Singler 

scored 24 points and the Blue Devils shook off 
some early cold shooting to beat Boston 
College and extend their winning streak to 11. 

DeMarcus Nelson added 23 for Duke (21- l, 
9-0 ACC), which used a 17-2 nm to take control. 

Tyrese Rice, the league's second-leading 
scorer, scored 18 of his 28 points in the first 
half for the Eagles ( 12-10, 3-6), who shot 55 
percent but allowed an eight-point first-half 
lead to slip away in losing their sixth straight 
and falling to 0-4 at Cameron Indoor Stadium. 

No. 7 Tennessee 47, LSU 45 
BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) - JaJuan 

Smith's steal and layup with 11 seconds left 
gave the Volunteers a win over the Tigers in 
their first game since the firing of coach John 
Brady. 

Tennessee (21-2, 8-1 SEC) bad lost all of a 
12-point second-half advantage .when Chris 
Johnson converted a three-point play with 1: 15 
lefl LSU squandered a chance to take the lead 
moments later, and Smith made his steal from 
Marcus Thornton and drove almost three-quar
ters of the court for the go-ahead layup. The 

basket represented his only points of the game. 
No. 12 Texas 71, Iowa State 65, OT 

AMES, Iowa (AP) - AJ. Abrams scored 25 
points, D.J. Augustin added I 7 and the 
Longhorns rallied from a 13-point deficit for 
their sixth win in seven games.· 

Gary Johnson had 15 points for Texas (19-4, 
6-2 Big 12), which held Iowa State to three 
points in overtime. Damion Jones had eight 
points and 14 rebounds for Texas, which has 1 

won three straight against the Cyclones. 
No. 22 Notre Dame 86, No. 16 Marquette 83 

SOUTH BEND, . Ind. (AP) - Luke 
Harangody scored l 8' points, including four 
free throws in the final 26 seconds, and the 
Irish survived going the final 6:22 without a 
field goal to win. 

No. 17 Washington SL 74, Southern Cal 50 
SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) - Kyle Weaver 

scored I 7 points to help the Cougars break a 
three-game home losing streak and make it a 
season sweep of the Trojans. 

O.J. Mayo scored 14 points and Davon 
Jefferson 13 for Southern Cal (15-8, 6-5), 
which lost for only the second time in the past 
eight games and never really threatened. 

No. 18 Texas A&M 77, Missouri 69 
COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP) - Donald SJoan 

scored a career-high 21 points, and the Aggies 
used a 15-point run to open the second half and 
cruise to victory. 

No 19. Connecticut 80, Georgia Tech 68 
STORRS, Conn. (AP) - Hasheem Thabeet 

scored a career-high 24 points, grabbed 15 
rebounds and blocked six shots in leading 
UConn to its seventh consecutive win. 
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The Maroon Knights come in with a 9-6 record and overtook 
Union Local for the final bid by six hundredths of a point. 

It was the same margin that the Red Devils eeked out the final 
home game. St. Clairsville finished with a win over Edison 
Friday to cap a strong 14-4 campaign. However, the Red Devils 
had to sweat out the standings until their formal announcement. 
because of Magnolia's game with John Marshall being post
poned due to weather last Friday. 

The Blue Eagles are currently 14-2 and will make the trip to 
Belmont County Tuesday night. 

IN CLASS 2-A, Shadyside used a pair of wins during the last 
week to overtake Fort Frye for the top seed. 

The Tigers of head coach Ed Andes put the finishing touches 
on a 16-2 regular season with wins over River and Shenandoah 
last week. The Tigers' only two losses have come at the hands of 
Wheeling Central. 

For their efforts, Shadyside will host Steubenville Catholic 
Tuesday. The Crusaders dropped two games during the final 
week and will enter the tournament with a I 0-7 mark. 

The aforementioned Cadets of Fort Frye will host the Cadets 
of the Linsly School Tuesday. Fort Frye - which lost Saturday 
night to Waterford - are now 15-3 on the season. but that loss 
didn't figure into the OV AC standings. Linsly finished its pre
OV AC schedule with a I 0-5 mark. 

IN CLASS I -A. Weirton Madonna earned the top seed by 
virtue of its 12-5 record. The Blue Dons of Coach George Vargo 
will have stiff first-round challenge as Zanesville Rosecrans 
comes calling. The Dons defeated the Bishops earlier this season 
for one of their 12 wins. 

The other semifinal in the small-school race finds Bridgeport 
(10-7) playing host to Valley. Coach Donnie Cash's club 
knocked off Barnesville in overtime, but fell to Madonna to 
round out its pre-OVAC tournament. John J. Havlichek gymna
sium will host Valley in the first round. The Lumberjacks have 
posted a 9-6 mark thus far and are the third seed. 

Stn~key cnn be reached at sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 
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Bracketology: OVAC 
semifinal matchups set 
• Wheeling Hospital Boys Basketball Championship opens Tuesday 

By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Patriots grabbed the top seed. The Patri~ts who 
enter the mix with a strong 12-3 mark will meet 
John Marshall ( I 0-6) for the third time this sea

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference crowned son. The Patriots and Monarchs have split their 
its champions this past Saturday in girls' basket- first two games with each winning on the other's 
ball, which means it's now time to shift focus to home floor in nip-and-tuck contest. The two could 
the boys championships. • meet again in the SSAC Sectional if the Monarchs 

OV AC Tournament Director Rick DeLuca and take care of their business. Park has already 
OV AC Basketball Committee released the cham- earned the bye in the sectional. 
pionship pairings and semifi- • The other semifinal in 
nal matchups_ for the inaugu- • See complete pairings the _big-~chool division finds 
ral Wheeltng Hospital . Wetr High hostmg red-hot 
Basketball Championship and the final OVAC Indian Creek. The Red 

su1ir~~';"~~~ent unfolds standings on Page 84. ~~~e~~~n~o~~g~~ t~~i'~t~ 
Tuesday with the champi- L-------------~ Redskins by less than two 
onship semifinals at the high- points in the average column for their spot. The 
er seed's home court and the championship pool Redskins are 13-5 on the season. 
action also kicks off for the teams, which didn't IN CLASS 3-A, the race for the final spot was 
finish in the top four. . extremely tight and equally tight was the race for 

• The final night of pool play and the consolatrnn the second and final home game. 
games will be held on Friday. The consolation Martins Ferry - on the strength of big wins 
games will be held at the higher seed's court as over Union Local, St. Clairsville and Bellaire -
well. overtook the aforementioned Red Devils for the 

The winners of Tuesday's championship semi- top spot. Coach Jeff Sabatino's squad comes into 
finals will converge on Ohio University-Eastern the event with a strong 14-4 mark. 
Saturday for the quad header of title games. To reach the finals at Ohio University-Eastern. 

The schedule for the title games is set at: IO the Purple Riders must take care of scrappy 
a.m. - Class 1-A; I p.m. - Class 2-A; 4 p.m. Wheeling Central. 
- Class 3-A; Class 4-A - 7 p.m. 

IN CLASS 4-A, Michael Jebbiu's Wheeling Park See, OVAC, Page 82 
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T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH ST. JOHN head coach Robert 'Bubba' Kapral celebrates with senior point guard Kylie Kidder following the Lady lrish's win over Beallsville. Additional images can be 
found at cu.timesleader.com 

• Lady 'Rocks win inaugural 
Wheeling Hospital OVAC 
Basketball 3-A championship 
By SETH STASKEY 
Trmes Leader Sports Editor 

The stories surrounding the Barnesville Lady 
Shamrocks are countless. 

Whether it's the fact that they were down by double digits in the regular-season finale and needed a late trey to cap the comeback and advance to the champi
onship bracket of the Wheeling Hospital OV AC 
Basketball Championship. . 

Or was it the fact that once t~ got into the tournament they_,, found themselves on the road 

' 

T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH MONROE CENTRAL head coach Troy Baker talks with Karlie Davis during the Lady Seminoles victory over Steubenville Catholic. Additional images can be found at 
cu.timesleader.com 
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T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 
BARNESVILLE HEAD coach Jamie Carpenter talks with 
his team during a timeo1,1t in their game with Martins Ferry. Additional images can be found at 
cu. timesleader. com 
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Or was it the fact that once they 
got into the tournament they 
found themselves on the road 
at a strong Wheeling Centrnl 
outfit Check that off the list. 

And then on Saturday at\~ 
Ohio University Eastern, the 
Lady Shamrocks capped their 
amazing run in the inaugural 
OV AC Basketball Championship 
with an impressive 50-33 victory over 
top-seeded Martins Ferry. 

"Hats off to th~ OV AC for coming up with this 
idea," smiled Barnesville head coach Jamie Carpenter 
who knows his team would have been third and gotten 
nothing in last year's format. "The last couple of 
weeks have been a wild ride, but the girls never quit 
on me even when we went through a tough stretch." 

For their efforts, Barnesville will make more room 
on their already jam-packed walls and trophy cases for 
the O,V AC title that the Lady Shamrocks are bringing 
back to western Belmont County. 

While there are already 70 OV AC titles housed in 

See, ROCKS, Page 'c2 

T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 
MEMBERS OF the Barnesville girls' basketball team pose with their Wheeling Hospital OVAC Class 3-A championship tro
phy following the Shamrocks' win over Martins Ferry Saturday afternoon at Ohio University-Eastern. Barnesville knocked off 
the top-seeded Purple Riders 50-33 to earn the championship trophy. Additional images can be found at 
cu.timesleaderonllne.com 

St. John takes rubber match with Beallsville ST. JOHN'S 
Sara 

By KIM NORTH 
llmes Leader Sports Writ.er 

It was only fitting that the girls' basketball team with 
the most Ohio Valley Athletic Conference champi
onships was the first of four crowned on the court 
Saturday. 

St John Central collected its 14th Class A title early 
yesterday morning with a 71-65 come-from-behind vic
tory over Beallsville in the inaugural Wheeling Hospital 
OV AC Championships at the spacious Ohio University
Eastern venue in St Clairsville. 

The victory mises the Lady Irish to 18-2 on the season 
and avenges one of their two regular-season setbacks, 
that being an 82-75 verdict to the Lady Blue Devils (14-
6) early last month at the Greenhouse. 

"This is different," explained SJC head coach Robert 
'Hubba' Kapral. "We've won the last two and more than 

MONROE 
CENTRAL'S 
Karlie Davis 

(23) goes up for 
a shot against 

Steubenville 
Catholic's Katie 

DiPiero during 
Saturday's 

Class AA title 
game at OUE. 

Additional 
images can be 

found at 
cu.timesleadero 

nline.com 

' 

'You have to play these games on 
the court.' 

- Bubba Kapral 

anyone else, but this one is different because we won it 
on the court. You have to play these games on the court. • 

"Playing Beallsville also made it different because we 
had split with them. This the way to do it You have to 
play the games to determine a league champion." 

St. John's only other loss may have had something to 
do.with Saturday's outcome as the Lady Irish saw 

See, SJC, Page C2 

Wamsley (25) 
looks to shoot 
between 
Beallsville 
defenders 
during 
Saturday's 
Class A 
championship 
game. 
Additional 
images can 
be found at 
cu. times/ea de 
ronline.com 

T-L Photo/JOEL , 
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Monroe oulasts Steubenville Catholic in 2-A 
By SETH STASKEY 
llmes Leader Sports· Edttor 

This just in the Monroe Central Lady 
Seminoles are for real. 

Another thing that people had better 
take note of, the Lady Seminoles can 
flat-out shoot it 

They displayed all of their skills 
Saturday afternoon at the inaugural 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC Girls 
Basketball Championship at the Health 
and Physical Education Center at Ohio 
University-Eastern. 

The Lady Seminoles - the second 
seed in the tournament - took care of 

top-seeded Steubenville Catholic by a 
66-39 count to win the school's first
ever girls' basketball conference title. 

"This has been a great event and it's 
even greater that we were able to win," 
said Monroe Central head coach Troy 
Baker. "It's been a great experience for 
everyone involved, and we're just 
thrilled to death to be the champions." 

While Monroe Central is vasking in 
the glory of its title, the Steubenville 
Catholic Lady Crusaders were left to do 
nothing, but shake their head. 

"We had a chance to see Monroe 
Central once and then on tape, but this 
was by the far the best I'd seen them 

play in the now three times," said SCC 
head coach Kevin Barr. "They shot the 
ball well and my hat's off to Monroe for 
their performance." 

It was pointed out to Barr after the 
game that had the tournament system 
not been in place, his team would be 
making preparations to hoist the banner. 
However that did nothing to sway 
Barr's opinion on the event 

"Before this it was just a paper 
champion," Barr said. "We like this 
event and this is the way a champi
onship should be decided and that's on 

See, MONROE, Page C2 
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T-LPhoto/JOELJOSEPH 
ST. JOHN'S captured the Wheeling Hospital Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class A 
girls' basketball championship Saturday with a 71-65 win over Beallsville. Additional 
images can be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 

e SJC-------------
Continued from Page C1 

Barnesville rally from 14 down Wednesday 
night to post a 72-71 nod. 

"You know, that loss might have been a bless
ing in disguise," added Kapral, who has now 
won eight OV AC girls titles in his I 4 years at 
the Guernsey Street school. 

"We knew what to expect from them," said 
Beallsville's Terry Jarrett "We missed some 
shots that we usually make and our free throw 
shooting wasn't what we usually sbol But hey, 
they're a great team and hopefully we'll see 
them down the road." 

Beallsville, which entered the contest as the 
No. 2 seed and routed Bridgeport (80-59) in 
the semifinals, used a strong first-half showing 
by senior Savannah Burke to take a I 5- I 2 
advantage after one period. 

When the 5-fl-11 Burke banked home a bas
ket at the 3: 5 6 mark of the second period, 
Beallsville had increased its lead to 10, 27-17. 

However, the top-seeded Lady Jrish weren't 
about to give up as they turned up the full-court 
pressure defense a notch or two. The defensive 
pressure forced the Lady Blue Devils into sev
eral turnovers which led to easy baskets. 

Seniors Sara Wamsley and Kylie Kidder 
ignited a 12-0 run that saw all five SJC starters 
score to put the designated hosts ahead, 29-27, 
with 21 seconds left in the opening half. 

Wamsley started the run with an iru;ide basket 
and Kelly Perzanowski scored on a layup after 
charting a steal. Kidder, who was plagued with 
foul trouble for the most part, followed up a 
missed shot and then converted a layup after 
_ _,_ __ f( .. ••-· •- 11 .... _ ••• ~ 1 • • • 

8-2 run to lead, 54-48, with eight minutes left 
to play. 

A quick 6-2 burst to start the final chapter 
bumped the conn! to 10, 60-50, and the Lady 
Irish used some timely free throw shooting 
down the stretch for their third straight OV AC 
crown. • 

After Beallsville had pulled to within four, 
64-60, N. Perzanowski meshed three charity 
tosses and Justene Delman converted both of 
her attempts. 

'11Jese girls are battle tested," Kapral contin
ued. "They have been there before and have 
always risen to the top." 

While most of the pre-game talk centered on 
how SL John was going to stop the 1-2 inside 
punch of the Lady Blue Devils' Burke and 
Headley. 

Well, Wamsley and Velkovicb held their 
own, and then some. 

While Burke scored a game-high 27 and 
added JO rebonnds and Headley bad 17 mark
ers and a game-high 13 boards, the Lady Irish 
duo combined for 3 I points and 23 caroms. 

"Our post -players really stepped up," the 
Lady Irish coach noted. "We knew their two 
girls inside are really good, but our kids stepped 
up to the challenge today. 

"You've got to give credit to Beallsville," 
said Kapral. "They gave us their best shot and 
they are a very good team." 

Wamsley had 25 points and 11 rebounds, 
while Velkovich added just six points, but 
p_ulled _doll'.~ '!. dozen ~s~. sh?~--Kidder W'.15 

• T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 
MONROE CENTRAL captured the Wheeling Hospital Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Class AA girls' basketball championship Saturday with a 66-39 win over Steubenville 
Catholic. Additional Images can be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 

• Monroe---------------
eonunued from Page C1 

the court." 
The Lady Seminoles could 

have played with about anyone 
regardless of size and seed 
when they shoot the ball like 
they did on the OUE courL 

The Lady Seminoles 
knocked down I 8-of-36 shots 
from the floor and six-of-12 
from behind the arc. 

"If Monroe shoots the ball 
well, they have a chance to go 
a long way in the (sectional) 
tournament," Barr revealed. 

The shooting was some
thing that didn't surprise 
Baker. 

"We've shot the ball well 
from the perimeter all season," 
Baker said. "We average close 
to 50 percent from the floor 
for the season." 

Included in the shooting 
performance was the individ
ual effort of Karlie Davis who 
canned five treys in the first 
half, including one at the born, 
which pushed llie Lady 
Seminole advantage to 37-26 
at the break. 

"When I feel it, I shoot it," 
Davis said matter of factly. 
"My teammates did a good job 

of getting me the ball and I 
knocked down some shots." 

"That shot was huge," 
Baker said of Davis' bomb. 
"It's definitely a lot better to 
be up 11 and I think we closed 
the. half with the last seven 
points." 

The Lady Crusaders made a 
run in the early moments of the 
second half, but after a quick 
timeout from Baker, the Lady 
Seminoles took the game over 
for good. 

"We used a lot of energy at 
that point, and give Monroe 
credit again because they 
called the time out and just 
took the game over from 
there," Barr said. 

The Lady Seminoles 
outscored Steubenville 
Catholic by a 2 9- I 3 count in 
the second half. 

While Davis' shooting stole 
some of the show, not Jost in 
the shuffle was the play of jun
ior forward Aleshia Guiler 
who scored 2 3 points and bad 
eight rebounds and four steals. 

Guiler scored 12 of those 
points in the first half when the 
Lady Seminoles built their 

working margin. 
Davis• finished with a game

high 24 points. 
The Lady Seminoles also 

did the job on the defensive 
end, limiting all-state candi
date Ginny Petties to just one 
field goal and only six points. 

"I don't know if it was as 
much what we did or Ginny 
having an off night," Baker 
said. 

Senior Katie DiPiero led the 
Lady Crusaders with 14 
points. Emily Canella added 
nine. 

Monroe Central held a 25-
18 edge on the glass. 

Scoring: 
Wheeling H0t1pltal OVAC 
Clan AA Champlonahlp 
MONROE CENTRAL 66, 

STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIC 39 
MONROE CEtmlAL (66) - Kuhn 

1, 1-2 3; Guller 10, 3-4 23; Latferre 0, 0-
0 O; 0. Guller O, 0-0 O; Davia 7, 5-5 24; 
LaFollette 1, 0-0 2; Ramage 2, 3-5 7; 
Jonis 2, 0-0 5; Parks 0, 0-0 O; Parden 0, 
0-0 0; Marshall 1, 0-0 2; Dlmmerting 0, 
0-0 O; Totals: 24, 12-16 66. 
STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIC (39) -
Marrow O, 0-0 O; Hutton 0, 0-0 O; Sawon 
2, 0-0 4;DlPlero 8, 0-0 14; Petties 1, 4-4 
B; Canella 2. 3-4 9; Petchal 2, 0-0 4; 
Shaw 0, 2-4 2; Totals: 13, g.12 39. 

Three-Point Fi8kj Goals: MC -
Davis (5), Jorris. sec - DlPlero (2), 
CaneUa (2). 



Continued from Page C1 

Barnesville rally from 14 down Wednesday 
night to post a 72-7 I nod. 

"You know, that loss might have been a bless
ing in disguise," added Kapral, who has now 
won eight OV AC girls titles in his I 4 years at 
the Guernsey Street school. 

"We knew what to expect from them," said 
Beallsville's Terry Jarrell "We missed some 
shots that we usually make and our free throw 
shooting wasn't what we usually shoL But, hey, 
they're a great team and hopefully we'll see 
them down the road." 

Beallsville, which entered the contest as the 
No. 2 seed and routed Bridgeport (80-59) in 
the semifinals, used a strong first-half showing 
by senior Savannah Burke to take a 15-12 
advantage after one period. 

When the 5-fL-11 Burke banked borne a bas
ket at the 3:56 mark of the second period, 
Beallsville had increased its lead to IO, 27-17. 

However, the top-seeded Lady .Irish weren't 
about to give up as they turned up the full-court 
pressure defense a notch or two. The defensive 
pressure forced the Lady Blue Devils into sev
eral turnovers which led to easy baskets. 

Seniors Sara Wamsley and Kylie Kidder 
ignited a 12-0 run that saw all five SJC starters 
score to put the designated hosts ahead, 29-27, 
with 21 seconds left in the opening half. 

Wamsley started the run with an inside basket 
and Kelly Perzanowski scored on a layup after 
charting a steal. Kidder, who was plagued with 
foul trouble for the most part, followed up a 
missed shot and then converted a layup after 
stealing the ball. Natalie Perzanowski meshed a 
pair of free throws to knot the game, and 
Kristina Velkovich's inside basket gave the 
Green-and-White the lead. 

Burke's two charity tosses evened the count 
and a strong inside move by Alyssa Headley put 
the Big Blue back on top, 31-29. After 
Beallsville had taken a 33-30 edge, Wamsley 
hit a foul shot and then cashed in a two-pointer 
with nine seconds remaining to forge a tie at the 
break. 

'There was no sense of urgency at halftime," 
Kapral said. "There was no yelling or scream
ing. We knew that we hadn't played our best, 
and yet we were tied." 

The two rivals, who could meet once again in 
the upcoming sectional tournament, traded 
points for most of the third period, but the Lady 
Irish took the lead for good when N. 
Perzanowski's second free at 3:27 snapped a 
46-all deadlock. 

SL John Central.closed out the period on an 

8-2 run to lead, 54-48, with eight minutes left 
to play. 

A quick 6-2 burst to start the final chapter 
bumped the count to IO, 60-50, and the Lady 
Irish used some timely free throw shooting 
down the stretch for their third straight OV AC 
crown. • 

After Beallsville had pulled to within four, 
64-60, N. Perzanowski meshed three charity 
tosses and Justene Delman converted both of 
her attempts. 

"'.{'hese girls are battle tested," Kapral contin
ued. "They have been there before and have 
always risen to the top." 

While most of the pre-gnme talk centered on 
how SL John was going to stop the 1-2 inside 
punch of the Lady Blue Devils' Burke and 
Headley. 

Well, Wamsley and Velkovich held their 
own, and then some. 

While Burke scored a game-high 27 and 
added IO rebounds and Headley had I 7 mark
ers and a game-high 13 boards, the Lady Irish 
duo combined for 31 points and 23 caroms. 

"Our post-players really stepped up," the 
Lady Irish conch noted. "We knew their two 
girls inside are really good, but our kids stepped 
up to the challenge today. 

"You've got to give credit to Beallsville," 
said Kapral. 'They gave us their best shot and 
they are a very good team." 

Wamsley had 25 points and 11 rebounds, 
while Velkovich added just six points, but 
pulled down a dozen missed shots. Kidder was 
charted with five steals, while N. Perzanowski 
added 17 points, four steals and four assists. 

Tori Jarrett also reached double figures for the 
Lady Blue Devils with 11 points. 

Beallsville turned the ball over 21 times, six 
more the SL John. 

The two teams are back in action Saturday in 
Ohio Division IV Sectional Tournament action 
at Union Local High School. Beallsville tangles 
with Shadyside at I p.m., while SL John faces 
River at 7 p.m. 

Boxscore: 
Wheeling HmpltaJ OVAC 
Class A Championship 

ST. JOHN CENTRAL 71, BEALLSVILLE 65 
BEALLSVILLE (65) - Headley 7 3-4 17: Jarrett 4 1-2 

11; Burke 9 9-14 27; Arnold 1 1·5 3; l.allathln 1 3--6 5; FraJey O 
0-0 O; Contos 1 0-0 2; Totals: 23-57 17·31 65, ST. JOHN 
CENTRAL (71) - N. Perzanowski 4 7--S 17; K. Perzanowski 3 
0-0 6; Wamsley 10 5.a 25; Kidder 2 14 5; Valkovich 3 0-0 6; 
Delman 3 2·3.B; Jankins 2 0-0 4; Totals: 'Zl•Tl 15-23. 

Three-Point Flek:I Goals: a-Jarratt 2; SJC-N. 
P""""""51< 2 

North can be - reached at 
knorth@timesleaderonline.com 

• Rocks---------------
continued from Page C1 

Barnesville, this is the first title 
in the sport of basketball in 
either boys or girls. 

"Before we left (for QUE) 
today, we took a walk around 
our gym and looked at nil of 
the banners that hung there and 
wanted to hang our own." said 
Carpenter. 

Senior Chelsey Keylor -
who scored only seven points 
in the game - is the Lady 
Shamrocks' leader on and off 
the floor. 

out and took the game to the 
Lady Purple, jumping to a 9-0 
lead before Courtney Coleman 
buried a three more than 
halfway into the first period. 

Behind seven points from 
Allie Doan, the Lady 
Shamrocks took command 
with a 12-3 first quarter. 

"I ate my Wheaties this 
morning," Doan joked during 
the post-game press confer
ence. 

.f'.e!TJ - which shot an ice-

points, including a trio of treys. 
She hit ·a pair of dagger treys in 
the second half just when it 
seemed as if the Lady Riders 
were about to make a run. 

"Megan really stepped up 
and played well today," 
Carpenter said. "Megan• s 
come up big for us the last two 
weeks." 

Coming into the game, one 
of the more unheralded players 
for Barnesville was senior 

!::~-~-".~~~e~ an~ all ~~e, di~ 

Continued from Page C1 

the court." 
The Lady Seminoles could 

have played with about anyone 
regardless of size and seed 
when they shoot the ball like 
they did on the QUE courL 

The Lady Seminoles 
knocked down 18-of-36 shots 
from the floor and six-of-12 
from behind the arc. 

"If Monroe shoots the ball 
well, they have a chance to go 
a long way in the (sectional) 
tournament," Barr revealed. 

The shooting was some
thing that didn't surprise 
Baker. 

"We've shot the ball well 
from the perimeter alJcseason," 
Baker said. "We average close 
to 50 percent from the floor 
for the season." 

Included in the shooting 
performance was the individ
ual effort of Karlie Davis who 
canned five treys in the first 
half, including one at the born, 
which pushed tlie Lady 
Seminole advantage to 37-26 
at the break. 

"When I feel it, I shoot it," 
Davis said matter of factly. 
"My teammates did a good job 

of getting me the ball and I 
knocked down some shots." 

"That shot was huge," 
Baker said of Davis' bomb. 
"It's definitely a lot better to 
be up 11 and I think we closed 
the. half with the last seven 
points." 

The Lady Crusaders made a 
run in the early moments of the 
second half, but after a q\Jick 
timeout from Baker, the Lady 
Seminoles took the game over 
for good. 

"We used a lot of energy at 
that point, and give Monroe 
credit again because they 
called the time out and just 
took the game over from 
there," Barr said. 

The Lady Seminoles 
outscored Steubenville 
Catholic by a 29-13 count in 
the second half. 

While Davis' shooting stole 
some of the show, not lost in 
the shuffle was the play of jun
ior forward Aleshia Guiler 
who scored 2 3 points and had 
eight rebounds and four steals. 

Guiler scored 12 of those 
points in the first half when the 
Lady Seminoles built their 

working margin. 
Davis• finished with a game

high 24 points. 
The Lady Seminoles also 

did the job on the defensive 
end, limiting all-state candi
date Ginny Petties to just one 
field goal and only six points. 

"I don't know if it was as 
much what we did or Ginny 
having an off night," Baker 
said. 

Senior Katie DiPiero led the 
Lady Crusaders with 14 
points. Emily Canella added 
nine. 

Monroe Central held a 25-
18 edge on the glass. 

Scoring: 
Wheeling Hospllal OVAC 
Class AA Champlonahlp 
MONROE CENTRAL 66, 

STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIC 39 
MONROE CENTRAL (68) - Kuhn 

1, 1 ·2 3; Gunar 10, 3-4 23; Latferre 0, 0--
0 O; 0. Guller O, 0-0 O; Davis 7, 5-5 24; 
LaFoUette 1, 0-0 2; Ramage 2, 3--5 7; 
Jonis 2, 0-0 5; Parks 0, 0-0 O; Parden 0, 
0-0 O; Marahall 1, 0-0 2; Dimmerllng 0, 
O-OO;Totals:24, 12-1668. 
STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIC (39) -
Marrow O, 0-0 O; Hutton O, 0-0 O; Sawon 
2, 0-04;DlPlaro B, 0-0 14; Petties 1, 4--4 
6; Canella 2, 3--4 9; Petchal 2, 0-0 4; 
Shaw 0, 2-4 2; Totals: 13, g..12 39. 

Thre;e--Polnt Fteld Goals: MC -
Davis (5), Jams, sec - DIPiero (2), 
Canella (2). 

Ohio 
University 

Eastern 
Campus 

At The Finals . .. 
One Lucky Fan Will Have The Chance To Win $25,000 Courtesy of 

THE HEALTH PLAN 
2008 Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball Championships 

Schedule/Media Coverage 
Girls' Finals* - Television Rep(ay Schedule 
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the Big Blue back on top, 31-29. After 
Beallsville had taken a 33-30 edge, Wamsley 
hit a foul shot and then cashed in a two-pointer 
with nine seconds remaining to forge a tie at the 
break. 

The two teams are back in action Saturday in 
Ohio Division N Sectional Tournament action 
at Union Local High School. Beallsville tangles 
with Shadyside at 1 p.m., while St John faces 
River at 7 p.m. 

Boxscore: 
Wheellng Hospltal OVAC 
Class A Championship 

"There was no sense of urgency at halftime," 
Kapral said. "There was no yelling or scream
ing. We knew that we hadn't played our best, 
and yet we were tied." 

ST. JOHN CENlRAL 71, BEALLSVILLE 65 
BEAlLSVILLE (65) - Headley 7 3-4 17; Jarrett 41-2 

The two rivals, who could meet once again in 
the upcoming sectional tournament, traded 
points for most of the third period, but the Lad:i: 

11; Burka 9 9--14 27; Arnold 1 1-5 3; Lall.athln 1 3-6 5; Fraley 0 
0-0 0; Contos 1 0-0 2; Totals: 23-5717-31 65. ST. JOHN 
CENTRAL (71) - N. PerzanowskJ 4 7-8 H; K. Perzanowski 3 
0-0 8; Wamsley 1 0 5-8 25; Kidder 2 1-4 5; Velkovtch 3 0-0 6; 
Delman 3 2-3.B; Je17klns 2 0-0 4; Totals: 'll-771~23. Irish took the lead for good when N. 

Perzanowski's second free at 3:27 snapped a 
46-all deadlock. 

Three-Poort Field Goals: B-Jarrett 2; SJC-N. 
Perzanowski 2 

St John Central-closed out the period on an 
North can be· reached at 

knorth@timesleaderonline.com 

• Rocks--------------
Continued from Page C1 

Barnesville, this is the first title 
in the sport of basketball in 
either boys or girls. 

"Before we left (for OUE) 
today, we took a walk around 
our gym and looked at all of 
the banners that hung there and 
wanted to hang our own," said 
Carpenter. 

Senior Chelsey Keylor -
who scored only seven points 
in the game - is the Lady 
Shamrocks' leader on and off 
the floor. 

"This win is for our entire 
school and the entire commu
nity of Barnesville," she pro
claimed during the press con
ference. "Once we qualified 
for this the way we did, I think 
we just felt like we were des
tined to win. I had an off night, 
but we've got four other girls 
on the floor and they stepped it 
up." 

While the Lady Riders are 
disappointed about the out
come, Purple head coach Dave 
Reasbeck knows there is still 
basketball to be played and he 
also knows when next year's 
OV AC Tournament rolls 
around, he'll have all but one 
of his players back. 

"Give Barnesville all of the 
credit," Reasbeck said. "I did
n't think seven seniors com
pared to one senior would 
make that much of a differ
ence, but it did because we had 
a deer in the headlights look 
early in the game, but it's okay 
because we've got the tourna
ment coming up and we want 
to get back here next year and 
try it again." 

The Lady Shamrocks came 

1/ , 

out and took the game to the 
Lady Purple, jumping to a 9-0 
l<;ad before Courtney Coleman 
buried a three more than 
halfway into the first period. 

Behind seven points from 
Allie Doan, the Lady 
Shamrocks took command 
with a 12-3 first quarter. 

"I ate my Wheaties this 
morning," Doan joked during 
the post-game press confer
ence. 

Ferry - which shot an ice
co Jd three-of-30 from two
point range - cut into the 
deficit with a 15- I 3 second 
period, making it a 25-18 
reading at the break. 

Lacey Neavin bit two treys 
for the Purple, while Megan 
Phillips came into the game for 
the injured Erica Welch and 
connected on a trey as well to 
keep the Ferrians at bay. 

Martins Ferry went cold 
again in the third period and 
watched the Lady Shamrocks 
take total control with a 9-3 
period. 

"The third quarter has been 
a problem for us all season," 
Reasbeck said. "We shot 
something like nine-of 49 
from the floor and seventh per
son had five goals. I think I 
just want to throw them away 
and hope it was a fluke." 
• The Lady Shamrocks fin

ished the deal with a I 6-12 
fourth period. Doan was again 
the go-to-person with seven 
more points. All told, Doan Jed 
the way. for the Lady 
Shamrocks with 16 points. 

Junior Megan Phillips came 
off the bench to score 12 

points, including a trio of treys. 
She hit a pair of dagger treys in 
the second half just when it 
seemed as if the Lady Riders 
were about to make a run. 

"Megan really stepped up 
and played well today," 
Carpenter said. "Megan's 
come up big for u,; the last two 
weeks." 

Corning into the game, one 
of the more unheralded players 
for Barnesville was senior 
Leah Bettinger and all she did 
was score It) points and block 
seven shots. 

"Bettinger was the differ
ence inside," ·Reas beck said. 
"She's their Shae Moreland 
and we knew that coming in." 

Martins Ferry was Jed by 
Neavin who finished with 13 
points. Coleman added 12 for 
the Purple. 

Barnesville held a com
manding 32-18 edge ont he 
boards. Doan and Bettinger 
went for eight and seven, 
respectively to lead the Gree.n. 
Coleman had six to pace Ferry. 

Scoring: 
Wheeling Hospltal OVAC 
Clase AAA Champlonahlp 

BARNESVILLE (50) - Kemp 2. 0-0 
5; PhlUlpa 4, 1·2 12; Bahmer 0, 0-0 0; J. 
Miller o, 0-0 o; Keylor 3, 0--0 7; Welch o, 
0-0 0; Doan 7, 2-2 16; Moore 0, 0-0 0; 
S. Phillips 0, 0-0 0; M. MIUer 0, 0-0 0; 
Hines 0, 0-0 O;· Bettinger 5, 0-0 1 O; 
Totals: 21, 3-4 50. MARTINS FERRY 
(33) - Burch 1, 0-0 3; Vinci 1, 0-0 3; 
Wright 0, 0-0 O; Colemen 2, 7-8 12; 
Chambllss 0, 0-0 0; Frohnapfel 0, 2-2 2; 
Lucas 0, 0-0 O; Pemphlss o, 0-0 O; 
Neavln 5, 0-0 13; Moreland O, 0-0 O; 
Totals: 9, e.10 33. 

Three-Point Goals; B - Phinlps (3), 
Kemp, Keylor. MF - Neavln (3), Burch, 
Vind, Coleman. 

Staskev can be reached at 
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.co 
m 
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At The Finals ... 
One Lucky Fan Will Have The Chance To Win $25,000 Courtesy of 

THE HEALTH PLAN 
2008 Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball Championships 

Sc;hedule/Media Coverage 

Girls' Finals' - Television Replay Schedule 
A-10:00am - Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI - Monday, Feb. 4 at 7:00pm 
M- 1:00pm - Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI - foasday, Fab. 5 at 7:00pm 
AM-4:0llpm -Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI -Wednesday, Feb. 6 at 7:00pm 
MAA- 7:00pm -Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI - Thu!Sday, fab. 7 at 7:00pm 

Boys' Semifinals - Tues., Feb. 5 - played on the home courts of the higher seeds 

Boys' Finals' -Set, Feb. 9-0UE - all games live on AM 1600 WKKX I www.wkkx.com 
A-10:00am -Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI -Monday, Feb. 11 at7:0llpm 
M-1:0llpm- Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI- Tuesday, Feb. 12 at 7:00pm 
AM-4:00pm- Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI-Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 7:00pm 
MAA- 7:DOpm- Tape-Dalay on Comcast FYI - Thu!Sday, Feb. 14 at 7:00pm 

• Replays of the Rnals will also be available lo be seen on Comcast's Video On Demand service. 
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John Marshall, Park Set to Meet for a Third Time 
OVAC boys' tourney 
pairings announced 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

The Ohio Valley Athletic Confer
ence crowned its champions this past 
Saturday in girls' basketball, which 
means it's time to shift focus to the 
boys' championships. 

OV AC Tournament Director Rick 
DeLuca and the OV AC Basketball 
Committee released the champi
onship pairings and semifinal 
matchups for the inaugural Wheeling 
Hospital Basketball Championship 
Sunday morning. 

The tournament unfolds Tuesday 
with the championship semifinals at 
the higher seed's home court, and the 
championship pool action also kick~ 
off for the teams, which didn't finish 
in the top four. 

AAA; 
AAAA 
p.m. 

Class 
7 

In Class 
AAAA,Michael 
Jebbia's Wheel
ing Park Putriots 
grabbed the top 
seed. The Patri

The final night of pool play and the 
consolation games will be held Fri
day. The consolation games will be 
held at the higher seed's court, as 
well. 

The winners of Tuesday's cham
pionship semifinals will converge 
at Ohio University-Eastern on Sat
urday for the quadruple-header of 
title games. 

The schedule for the title games 
is set at: IO a.m. - Class A; I p.m. 
- Class AA; 4 p.m. - Class 

ots, who enter the mix with a strong 
12-3 mark, will meet John Marshall 
(I 0-6) for the third time this season. 
The Patriots and Monarchs split their 
first two games with each winning on 
the other's home floor in nip-and-tuck 
contests. The two could meet again in 
the SSAC Sectional if the Monarchs 
take care of their business. Park has 
already earned the bye in the sectional. 

I OVAC Bovs Hoops~ 
Wheellng Hospttaf OVAC Bukirtban Champi

CHAMPIO~SEMIANA1.S 
Tu.sday (~6;:<"• Courtl 

No. 1 Whg. Park vs. No. 4 John MarshaU 
No. 2 Weir High vs. No. 3 Indian Crook 

Ch,mplomhlp 

~.;~CZi: DUE 
No. 1 Martins Ferry vs. No. 4 Whg. Cerrtra1 
No. 2 SL C!alrsvltla vs. No. 3 Magnolia 

Chmnp/omhlp 
Satu~· :tsAA at DUE. 

No. 1 ShadV!lida vs. No. ,t. Staub. Cath. 
No. 2 Fort Frye -n. No. 3 Un!lfy 

Cuimpionahlp 
Saturoa,!j !:SA at DUE 

No. 1 Weir. Madoom1 vs. No. 4 Ro!ecrans 
No. 2 Brldgepon vs. No. 3 Valley 

Cham-
Satunity, 10 a.m. at CUE 

OVAC CONSOLATION POOi.. GAMES 
Tuaday 

Frontier at Bellalra 
River at BeallsviUe 
Monroe Central at Bishop Donahue 
Cameron at St. John 
Caldwell at Patlan City 
Toronio at Buckeye Trail 
Union local at Shenandoah 
Oak Gian at Steubenv!lle 
Harrison Central 111 Bamasville 
Bucir.aye Local at Brooke 
Edison et Beaver local 

Frid,y 
Be.aJl5Vllla atToronto 
Paden City at Monroe Central 
St John Central 11t Caldwell 
Shenandoah 111 Harrison C11ntral 
Beaver at Budo:eya Locat 
StetJbenviUe at Union local 
Be1!11ira at River 
Bamasville at Oak Glen 
Bishop Donahue at Frontier 
Buck.aye Trell at Cameron 
Brooke at Edison 
Losers of the championship Semlfin11!s 

wilt also meat on Friday at the higher a&ed's 
home court In the consolation g.a.rna. 

The other semifinal in the big
school division finds Weir High play
ing host to red-hot Indian Creek. The 
Red Riders are I 0-5 and edged out 
the Redskins by less than two points 
in the average column for their spot. 
The Redskins are 13-5. 

take care of scrappy Wheeling Cen
tral. 

The Maroon Knights come in with 
a 9-6 record and overtook Union 
Local for the final bid by six hun
dredths of a point 

In Class 3-A, the race for the final 
spot was extremely tight and equally 
tight was the race for the second and 
final home game. 

Martins Ferry - on the strength of 
victories against Union Local, St. 
Clairsville and Bellaire - overtook 
the Red Devils for the top spot. 
Coach Jeff Sabatino's squad comes 
into the event with a 14-4 mark. 

. It was the same margin the Red 
Devils eeked out the final home 
game. St. Clairsville finished with a 
Friday night victory against Edison 
to cap a 14-4 campaign. However, 
the Red Devils had to sweat out the 
standings until their formal 
announcement because of Magno
lia's game with John Marshall 
being postponed due to weather last 
Friday. 

To reach the final at Ohio Univer
sity-Eastern, the Purple Riders must Please See TIDRD, Page 14 

Third------
(Continued from Page 13). 
The Blue Eagles are 14-2 

am! will make the trip to Bel
mont County on Tuesday 
night. . 

In Class AA. Shadyside 
used a pair of victories during 
the last week to overtake Fort 
Frye for the top seed. 

Coach Ed Andes Tigers put 
the finishing touches 011 a 16-
2 regular season with victories 
against River and Shenandoah 
last week. The Tigers' only 
two losses have come at the 
hands uf Wheeling Central. 

For their efforts. Shadyside 
will play host Tuesday night to 
Steubenville Catholic. The 
Crusaders dropped two games 
during the final week and will 
enter the tournament with a 
W- 7 mark. 

Also Tuesday. Fort Frye 
will play host. Fort Frye -

which lost Saturday night tu 
Waterford - is 15-3. but that 
loss didn't figure into the 
OV AC standings. Linsly fin
ished its pre-OV AC schedule 
with a I 0-5 mark. 

In Class A. Weirton Madon
na earned the top seed by 
virtue of its 12-5 record. 
Coach George Vargo·s club 
will have stiff first-round chal
lenge as Zanesville Rosecrans 
comes calling. The Bishops 
defeated the Dons earlier tor 
one of their nine victories 

The other semifinal in the 
small-school race finds 
Bridgeport ( I 0-7) playing host 
to Valley. Coach Donnie 
Cash's club knocked off Bar
nesville in overtime. hut fell to 
Madonna to round out its pre
OV AC Tournament. The Lum
berjacks have posted a 9-6 
mark tand are the third seed. 



WHEELING HOSPITAL OVAC GIRLS' BASKETBALL CHAMPI0NSIDPS 

Photo by BnU _W~kl 
Indian Creek's Mikki Davis (10) and John Marshall's Ashley Deel (24) go after a rebound during Saturday night's OVAC Class AAAA 
championship game at Ohio University Eastern. The Redskins defeated the Monarchs, 49-40. . 

A Total Team Effort 
Indian Creek receives contributions from many in capturing AAAA title 

By JIM ELLIOTT 
W.Va. Sports Editor 

Looking back, it's almost as if the John Mur
shall Monurchs knew they were in some kind 
of trouble against Indian Creek in what proved 
to be n 49-40 loss in the inaugural Wheeling 
Hospital OV AC Class AAAA Girls' Basket
ball Churnpionship Game Saturday night on 
the campus of Ohio University Eastern. 

This 1s what the Monarchs' score by quarters 
looked like: 9, I 1, 9, I I. 

The top-seeded Redskins have n habit of 
forcing opponents into wanting to call for help 
with a relentless, defense,-first style of play 
that, at some point, always has opposing 
coaches going back to the drawing board. 

Indian Creek forced John Marshall into 2 I 
turnovers, including four •Steals apiece by Gab
bie Davis and Ty Harris, and held the normally 

■ Irish, Seminoles and 
Shamrocks take crowns 

-PageB3 

good-shooting Monarchs to 2 7 percent from 
the field in becoming the first Class 4-A team 
to win an OV AC basketball title on the court. 

Team is a good word when describing these 
Redskins. 

Sure it would be easy to single out players 
like Mikki Davis, who scored 16 points, or 
Harris, who had 12, or freshman Brianna 
Kamurec, who was as cool as ice on the free
throw line in the fourth quarter, where she 
buried 9 of 10 chances. 

But that's not the type of thing Indian Creek 
coach Erin DeSantis teaches. All day Ion~, four 
representatives from each team met wtth the 
media after their respective games, Not the 
Redskins, Everybody on tl1e roster made their 
way in the room. 

"That's because we're a team." Desantis 
said. "We win as a teurn, we lose as a team." 

Bouncing back from n 5- I 5 senson a yeur 
ago, these still-young Redskins haven't lost as 
a team too often this season, ns their 16-3 
record indicates. 

"If we nil stick together, then things will be 
just fine," Indian Creek's Horris said. "When 
you look at other teams, they usually only huve 
one player who scores, On our team, every
body scores.'' 

See, Effort, Page B5 

EFFORT------------
Continued from page Bl 

This is a squad that starts 
four sophomores and a fresh
man. 

"The thing about it is we're 
young in age, but not in play
mg time or experience," 
Desantis said. 

It shows. 
The game was tied at 29-29 

entering the fourth period, 
when Indian Creek really 
began to clamp down on 
defense. 

During the next 5:50, John 
Marshall (I I -7) scoredl'ust 
one point, a free throw by sh
ley Deel, who broke the field
goal drought with 2: IO to play 
that made the score 36-32. 

That hardly seems insur
mountable unless you factor in 
the way the Redskins were hit
ting free throws. At the 4-
minute mark, veteran John 
Murshall coach Stan Blanken
ship was ordering fouls. Indian 
Creek made 1 8 of 2 6 free 
throws in the fourth quarter, 
19 of 30 for the game. • 

"I don't think we played as 
hurd as we could have until we 
had to," Blankenship said. 

"Big-time (missed) opportuni
ties down the stretch. And then 
you get into n situation where 
you have to foul and the other 
team makes their fouls, you 
dig an even bigger hole." 

That was enough to do in 
the only West Virginia teum 
that advanced to championship 
action. . 

"I give Indian Creek all the 
credit in the world," Blanken
ship said. "We didn't execute 
down the stretch." 

.Hanna Gossett led the Mon
archs with 14 points and 
Aubrei Clegg made JM's only 
3-pointer (they were 1 of 12) 
and finished with IO l'.°ints. 

The shots weren t falling 
from anywhere. 

"We missed a lot of easy 
shqts," Blankenship said. 

And hurd ones too. 
"No,.not today," John Mar

shall guard Julie Young said. 
"We're usually really hot on 
the 3s and when you're not 
shooting as well on the 3s, 
then you have to try for layups. 
Sometimes you need to hit 
them down the stretch but not 

Saturday." 
But Indian Creek, despite 

being much smaller across the 
board, seemed to always stop 
penetration, usually by taking 
the ball and going the other 
way. 

"They were so quick," 
Clegg said. "It was a little bit 
difficult to dribble against 
them.'' 

In the end, the Redskins cel
ebrated in front of their bench 
as a strong legion of fans 
looked on appreciatively. 

That's new, Indian Creek's 
Meghan Billick said. 

"It's definitely different, 
last r,ear, we had like three 
fans, ' she joked. 

OVAC Clu.1 AAAA Glrl!' Buketball 
Champlonsh p 

Indian Creek 49, John Marshan 40 
J - Young 2-11 3-4 7; Gossett 7-12 0-1 
14; Leech 0-0 0-0 0; Brinkman 0--4 0-0 0; 
Deel 3-7 1-2 7; Clegg 3-10 3-4 10; Gambia 
0-0 0-0 O; Ketch 0-0 0-0 O, Talkington 0·4 
2-4 2; Totals: 15-48 9-16 40. 
l - Furda 0-0 0-0 O; Kamarac 1-5 9-10 11; 
Tate 0-2 0-0 O; M.Davls 5-13 3-7 16; 
G.Davls 2.S 3-7 8; Harris 4-1P 4-6 12; Bil
l!ck 1-3 0-0 2; Totals: 13--47 19-30-49, 
J.Polnt Goals: Clegg; M.Oavis 2; G.Devls. 
John Marshall 9 11 9 11 - 40 
lndhm Creek , 10 6 13 20 - 4-9 
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HOOPS EXTRA 

ABOVE: Monroe Central 
fans show their team spirit. 
TOP RIGHT: Monroe 
Central's Aleshia Gulller 
(12) shoots for two points 
while Steubenville Catholic's 
Chelsea Hutton (4) and 
Emily Canella (24) look on. 
RIGHT: Members of the 
Barnesville team celebrate 
their Class 3-A win over 
Martins Ferry. 
LEFT: Martins Ferry's 
Courtney Coleman (11) gets 
set to shoot over the 
defense of Barnesville's 
Allie Doan (24). 
BOTTOM LEFT: 
Beallsville's Tori Jarrett (4) 
and St. John's Natalie 
Perzanowski battle for a 
loose ball while the lrlsh's 
Kristina Velkovich (12) looks 

SECTION 
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Central's Taylor Jorrls (23) 
drives to the hoop. 
BOTTOM: St. John's 
Justene Delman dribbles 
into traffic. 
RIGHT MIDDLE: St. John's 
Natalie Perzanowski (3) 
shoots over Beallsvilie's Tori 
Jarrett ( 4). 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Martins 
Ferry's Lacey Neavin (23) 
makes her move. 

T•L Photos/JOEL JOSEPH 

Deluca Realty 4030 Sunset Blvd., Steubenville, Ohio, 
(next to Jefferson Community College) 

Rick Deluca, Broker 740-264-6989 • Anna Smith 740-359-5540 • Jay Petrella 740-632-2952 

VISIT US AT OUR WEBSITE WWW.DELUCAREALTY.COM 
1-:1 



PAYING A VISIT 

Sports columnist Doug Huff talks about Bill 
Stewart, Ed Pastilong, and Jeff Casteel 

showing up for the Dapper Dan Banquel/13 

Park 
Edges 
Weir-
Patriots bounce back, 
hold off Red Riders 

By NICK BEDW A Y 
For The InteUigencer 

It's not often a team can shoot 3-for-10 
from the floor and make only 6 of I 7 free 
throws in the fourth quarter and still hang on 
to win a basketball game. 

Somehow Wheeling Park managed to do 
just that Friday night while stavin~ off Weir 
High 53-50 at the Patriots gymnasmm. 

Regardless of how it happened, Park 
coach Michael Jebbia said hts team will 
gladly take it. 

.. We needed to bounce back and get a 
win," Jebbia said. 

The Patriots were coming off a disappoint
ing home floor Joss to John Marshall on 
Tuesday night in the opening round of the 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class 
AAAA Tournament. Wheeling Park, now 
14-4 overall. was the top seed entering the 
four-team event while Weir ( I 1-7) was seed
ed No. 2 before also losing in the semifinals 
to Indian Creek. 

.. I think both of us were hoping to be 
playing Saturday night for a championship. 
but that's high school basketball. Things 
aren't ahvays going to go your way," Weir 
coach Mike Granato said ... We had foul 
shooting troubles of our own against Indian 
Creek when we made only 13 of 30. 
Tonight. we were I 7 of 21 bu~ we still lost 

"We had enough opportunities to win this 
game. but I'm proud to say that our kids 
played their hearts out." 

For Jebbia. the Patriots' second victory this 
year against the Red Riders hopefully will 
provide a big lift as they look forward to 
what he regards as being among their most 

sPORTS 
High School Basketball 
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Wheeling Park's R.J. Vargo (34) goes in for a layup as Weir's Wes Lengyll gives chase 
during Friday's game In Wheeling. View additional photos at cu.theintelligencer.net 

Pete Brogdon, Weir's leading scorer who 
struf0 gled against the Patriots by netting just 
2 o 11 shots. finallv tossed in a triole from 

The Red Riders eventuallY. scored on a 
Miser layup, cutting the deficit to 49-46 
with 90 seconds to olav. Codv MacPherson 
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Everything 
Working 
For Jets 
7-0 run at the end of 
first propels UL 

By KIM NORTH 
For the Intelllgencer 

Chances are many members of the 
Union Local boys' basketball team have 
probably not heard of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde. 

The novel, which was penned by 
Scottish author Robert L. Stevenson way 
back in 1885, is the best way to describe 
the 2007-08 edition of the Jets. 

Last week in the opening round of the 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC Champi
onships, Union Local played the role of 
Dr. Henry Jekyll in an embarrassing loss 
to Shenandoah in Sarahsville. 

Friday night in Morristown, the Jets 
( 11-9) showed up as Mr. Edward Hyde 
as they could do little wrong in a 74-65 
decision against Steubenville ( I 0-10). 

"We've got some pretty good basket
ball players when they play to their 
potential," Union Local first-year coach 
Ben Porter said. "Sometimes that is 
frustrating. but when you play well and 
win, it balances things out. It's been a 
funny year." 

The game started out like the early 
round., of a heavyweight boxing match 
as the teams traded basket-for-basket. 
After five scoring deadlocks, the hosts 
broke a 16-16 tie with a 7-0 run to fin
ish the first quarter with a 23-16 advan
tage. 

UL junior Joby Barr scored five of the 
seven points, with classmate Kyle 
Blackman adding the other two on a fol
low-up shot. 

Bi~ Red never recovered. 
Junior Jordan Barbina scored 12 of 

his team· s 18 points in the second half 
as Union Local increased its lead to a 
game-high 13 points (38-25) at the 2: 19 
mark. 

However, Big Red never backed down 
as it tallied seven of the final IO points to 
trail 41-32 at the intermission. 

FrPf"-thrnw ,hnntino- in the> ,;;pconcl 
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For The Intelligencer 
It's not often a team can shoot 3-for-l 0 

from the floor and make only 6 of I 7 free 
throws in the fourth quarter and still hang on 
to win a basketball game. 

Somehow Wheeling Park managed to do 
just that Friday night while staving off Weir 
High 53-50 at the Patriots gymnasTum. 

Regardless of how it happened. Park 
coach Michael Jebbia said his team will 
gladly take it 

"We needed to bounce back and get a 
win." Jebbia said. 

The Patriots were coming off a disappoint
ing home floor loss to John Marshall on 
Tuesday night in the opening round of the 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class 
AAAA Tournament. Wheeling Park. now 
14-4 overall. was the top seed-entering the 
four-team event while Weir ( I I-7) was seed
ed No. 2 before also losing in the semifinals 
to Indian Creek. 

"I think both of us were hoping to be 
playing Saturday night for a championship, 
but that's high school basketball. Things 
aren't always going to go your way." Weir 
coach Mike Granato said. "We had foul 
shooting troubles of our own against Indian 
Creek when we made only 13 of 30. 
Tonight. we were I 7 of 21 bu~ we still lost. 

"We had enough opportunities to win this 
game, but I'm proud to say that our kids 
played their hearts out." 

For Jebbia. the Patriots' second victory this 
year against the Red Riders hopefully will 
provide a big lift as they look forward to 
what he regards as being among their most 
challenging weeks of the season. 
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Wheeling Park's R.J. Vargo (34) goes in for a layup as Weir's Wes Lengyll gives chase 
during Friday's game in Wheeling. View additional photos at cu. theintelligencer.net 

"We play Fairmont Senior at home Mon
day night. Central on Wednesday and Park
ersburg South back here Saturday. I think 
our kids are a little tired right now, so we'll 
give them (today) off and just have a shoot
a-round on Monday before we play Fair
mont." Jebbia said. 

The fourth quarter had to be a frustrating 
time for both teams. Park entered the con
cluding 8 minutes with a 40-33 lead and 
quickly pushed the advantage out to 1 0 at 
45-35 after Scott Safcsak swished a triple 
from the left corner and Brad Gucker! 
worked his way underneath the basket to hit 
a layup. 

Pete Brogdon. Weir's leading scorer who 
struggled against the Patriots by netting just 
2 of 11 shots. finally tossed in a triple from 
the left wing, making it a seven-point game. 
It later became a 49-44 score at the 3-minute 
mark after a driving shot off the glass by the 
Red Riders' Zac Miser, who led all scorers 
with 23 points. 

After the Miser lay-in, Park's problems at 
the free-throw line started showing up but 
the Red Riders couldn't take advantage. 

Worse yet, Weir was unable to come away 
with the rebound following three straight 
misses on one-and-one attempts by the Patri
ots. First Richard Hall, then Gucker! and, 
finally Hall again were off the mark from the 
stripe. However, after each miss, Matt Pear
son was able to beat the Weir defender and 
pull down the rebound. 

The Red Riders eYentually scored on a 
Miser layup. cutting the deficit to 49-46 
with 90 seconds to play. Cody Mac Pherson 
then gave Weir another chance by stealing 
the ball and drawing a foul at the I: 1 6 mark. 
MacPherson cashed the first shot. but missed 
the second, a rarity as Weir w.Ls I I -for-12 
from the foul line during the first three quar
ters. 

Another steal gave the Red Riders a 
chance to tie but they lost control of the ball 
while trying to get it inside as the clock 
moved rnside the I-minute mark. After 
Guckert was fouled he made his first attempt 
and missed the second but, amazingly, Pear
son won the rebound battle for the fourth 
time in the closing minutes. 

, Please See PARK. Page I 6 

Cold Shooting Haunts Eagles 
By RICH GIBSON 

For The Intelligencer 
Jeff Sabatino's Martins 

Ferry Purple Riders have a 
unique penchant for playin~ 
basketball games that are off
the-chart ugly. 

To their credit, the Riders 
find a way to prevail in a vast 
majority. Case in point, Fri
day night's unsightly 
encounter in the Tolbert 
Gymnasium where the Pur
ple Riders produced another 
"masterpiece." pinning a 
53-44 setback on Magno
lia's low-flying Blue Eagles. 

As has been the scenario 
in numerous decisions, 
Ferry's victims are made to 

appear totally incapable of 
executing even the most 
basic of fundamentals. 

Magnolia coach Dave 
Tallman discussed such mat
ters with his 14-4 team near
ly 30 minutes following the 
outcome. 

"They made us look like a 
team that never picked up a 
basketball until (Friday 
night)," Tallman related 
with a sly grin. "Still, it's 
incredible to me how poorly 
we shot the ball." 

Magnolia attempted 63 
shots from the perimeter 
while Ferry launched 34. 
The Eagles, however, hit 
their target only I 7 times 

compared to 13 knocked 
down by the Purple Riders. 

As part of the initial 
OVAC Wheeling Hospjtal 
Tournament Boys Basketball 
Championships, Martins 
Ferry, top-seeded in 3-A, set
tled for third place laurels. 

"Those were two disap
pointed teams out there com
peting (Friday night),,,. 
Sabatino said. "Not just 
since last November, but 
since last summer (both of 
us) had designs of playing in 
the championship game. 

"(Friday night) may have 
seemed meaningless but I 
figured the team which 
played with the most grit 

would prevail." 
Tallman had few answers. 
"(This) is a great new 

venue which is very well
lighted," Tallman said. 
"We've been averaging 72 
points. I have no explanation. 
But I do know we better get 
over this in a hurry because 
John Marshall comes to town 
Monday night.'' 

The two teams battled to a 
22-22 halftime stalemate 
befori, Martins Ferry used a 
15-3 third panel pullaway to 
take control. Senior Tony 
Sabatino twice connected 
from downtown. 

See EAGLES, Page /6 

the .!UU 1-u~ ect11Jon ot the Jets. 
Last week in the opening round of the 

Wheeling Hospital OV AC Champi
onships. Union Local played the role of 
Dr. Henry Jekyll in an embarra.ssing loss 
to Shenandoah in Sarahsville. 

Friday night in Morristown. the Jets 
( I 1-9) showed up as Mr. Edward Hyde 
as they could do little wrong in a 74-65 
decision against Steubenville ( I 0-10). 

"We've got some pretty good basket
ball players when they play to their 
potential." Union Local first-year coach 
Ben Porter said. "Soll)etimes that is 
frustrating, but when you play well and 
win. it balances thine:s out. It's been a 
funny year... -

The game started out like the early 
rounds Of a heavyweight boxing match 
as the teams traded basket-for-basket. 
After five scorine deadlocks. the hosts 
broke a 16-1 6 tie- with a 7-0 run to fin
ish the first quarter with a 23-16 advan
tage. 

UL junior Joby Barr scored five of the 
seven points. with classmate Kyle 
Blackman adding the other two on a fol
low-up shot. 

Big Red never recovered. 
Junior Jordan Barbina scored 12 of 

his team's 18 points in the second half 
as Union Local increased its lead to a 
game-high 13 points (38-25) at the 2: 19 
mark. 

However, Big Red never backed down 
as it tallied seven of the final 10 points to 
trail 41-32 at the intennission. 

Free-throw shooting in the second 
half determined the outcome as UL 
meshed I 5 of 24 free throws to just 7 of 
I 2. 

Steubenville narrowed the deficit to 
seven. 56-49. at the end of three periods 
as UL only made 3 of 12 shots from the 
floor in the period and committed four 
turnovers. However. the Jets did cash in 
9 of I 1 free tosses, including 6 of 6 by 
Barr. 

Barbina and Barr each scored six 
points in the final chapter as Big Red 
was never able to get any closer than 
seven. 

Please See JETS, Page /6 

Martins 
Ferry's Derek 
Edwards (5) 
tries to get 
around the 
defense of 
Magnolia's 
Andrew 
Robinson on 
Friday in 
Martins Ferry. 

Photo by 
Joel Joseph 



Eagles 
(Continued from Page 11) 
Magnolia, meanwhile, shot 

itself out of contention, nailing 
just I of I 3 from the field. 

By the time Tallman's quin
tet rediscovered its mojo, Ferry 
had mounted a double-digit 
lead. The Blue Eagles rallied 
no closer than six points down 
the stretch. 

'There's no question Ma9-
nolia didn't bring its "A ' 
game, but we had somethin1, to 
dp with that," Sabatmo 
advised. "I feel there was a lot 
or value here and I'm pleased 
and proud of my guys for win
ning I 5 games." 

The I 5-5 Purple Riders now 
face a I 0-day layoff before 
engafing Indian Valley in a 
Division Ill Sectional test Feb. 
l 8tl1 at Claymont High. 

The Riders' scoring distribu
tion brought a wide smile to 
their coach's face. Senior 
Derek Edwards,. who tallied 

just one field goal, totaled I I 
team-leading points. Senior 
Josh Bable and junior Clay 
Francis cashed in nine points 
apiece. Sabatino and sopho
more Jordan Burress collected 
eight apiece. Michael Roach 
contributed two clutch 3-point
ers. 

Magnolia did benefit from 
another superb two-way.per-

formance authored by Ben 
Bridgeman who posted game
leading totals of 19 points and 
15 rebounds. The Eagles lost 
both Bridgeman and Zac Fox to 
personal fouls. 

Edwards gathered in nine of 
the Riders' 32 rebounds. Mag
nolia also yanked down 3 2 
boards. Turnovers favored 
Ferry, I 4-9. 
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Park 
(Continued from Page 11) 

D'Jhae iackson netted one of his two free 
throws for a 51-4 7 lead that was cut to two 
points on a Brogdon baseline drive to the bas
ket. Hall was hacked in the backcourt with 31 
seconds to play. It was double bonus time and 
Hall dropped in the second attempt. Brogdon 
was fouled underneath the basket but he also 
netted just I of 2 at the stripe, leaving the 
Patriots in front 52-50. 

MacPherson's fifth foul resulted in another 
I of 2 trip to the line for Hall. Needing a 3-
pointer to tie, sophomore Shawn Burns' 
attempt from at the top of the circle was off 
tjie mark. The Red Riders had a chance for the 
rebound but turned the ball over on a traveling 
call. • 

With just 4 seconds remaining, Hall's 
inbounds pass to Guckert resulted in another 
Red Riders foul. Even though he misfired on 
both attempts, the Red Riders only had time 
for a desperation toss from out the backcourt 
that never had a chance to go in. 

"Usually we are the team that makes free 
throws to close out a game," Jebbia said. 
"Fortunately we came up with some key 
defensive sto~s when he needed them. I 
thought Brad did a nice job defending Brog
don and holding him to nine roints. He didn't 
have a bucket in the first half. ' 

On the defensive end of the floor, the Patri
ots also were able to force Weir into 20 

1 turnovers, including five in a row during one 
stretch in the third quarter. Jackson drew 
praise for his six steals and Jebbia also was 
pleased with Hall's effort under the glass as 
he pulled down 11 rebounds. 

Guckert and Hall also led the Park scoring 
with 12 points each. Miser was Weir's only 
dou!Jle-digit performer. 

The Red Riders looked to have the upper 

hand early as Jebbia noted that his team came 
out flat for the first time all year. With the 6-
foot-6 MacPberson blocking at least three 
shots in the opening minutes, Weir jumped 
ahead 6-0 on a Bums layup off the glass, a 
sky hook by MacPherson and Miser's neat 
baseline move. 

Granato's club went on to lead 14-5 near 
, the end of the first quarter before the Patriots 
closed with a 7-0 run as Pearson hit a turn
around shot, Guckert found the target with bis 
trey attempt from the left wing and R.J. Vargo 
converted a steal into an easy layup. 

Jackson's jumper off the dribble-pulled the 
Patriots into a 16-1 6 tie, followed by hoop 
and harm plays by Weir's Miser and Park's 
Hall. Safcsak buried a short shot off the glass, 
giving the Patriots a 2 1-19 lead and they 
never trailed the rest of the way. 

Hall scored seven points in the second quar
ter as Park went out to a 32-22 advantage. All 
eight of Weir's points in the second chapter 
were provided by the slick-moving Miser. 

Weir's eight turnovers and Park's 4 of 14 
shooting in the third quarter kept either side 
from doing much damage, but Vargo nailed a 
16-foot Jumper ahead of the horn to restore a 
40-33 lead for the Patriots. 

"We had a bad 3 minutes and that was 
uncharacteristic of the way we play." Granato 
insisted. 

Although disappointed with the loss, 
Granato believes the Red Riders will benefit 
from the difficult schedule they've played 
come tournament time. 

"I think our schedule is as tough as any
body's in the valley," he said. Among their 
setbacks are two to Park and one each to Indi
an Creek, Magnolia, Wheeling Central and 
city rival Weirton Madonna, all of whom are 
having highly-successful seasons. 



Vincent Propels Red Devils 
Creek tops Weir, 
earns spot in title 
game Saturday 

Anthony Vincent canned 
two free ·1hrows with less 
than IO seconds in regulation 
as St. Clairsville defeated 
Magnolia 68-66 in an OV AC 
Ch1s, AAA Tournament 
semifinal Tuesday night at St. 
Clairsville. 

The Red Devils advance to 
Saturday·, 4 p.m. champi
onship finale opposite 
Wheeling Central. 

Vince11t finished with 19 
points tu lead the Red Devils, 
while Daniel Slavik added 14 
points and Dustin Hynes and 
i\lichael Bigelow each had 
10. • 

Scou Berry paced the Blue 
Eagles with 18 points. Ben 
Bridgeman scored I 6 points, 
Coll Street added I 3 and 
Jarred Blatt dropped in I 0. 

OV AC Class AAAA 
Semifinals 

lndlan Creek 54, Weir 49 
Al Weirton. Weir led by 

three heading into the fourth, 
but l..'oulUn·t find an answer 
for Indian Creek's Mike 
Smith, who totaled 18 of his 
game-high 26 points during 
the finul 8 minutes. 

R.J. Robens backed Smith 
with Ill points for the Red
skms. 

The Red Riders were led 
by Zac Miser and Pete Brog
don. with each supplying 17 
poims. 

OVAC Class AA 
Semlllnals 

Shadyside 79 
Steubenville Catholic 66 
At Shadyside. the Tigers' 

dialed in from the perimeter, 
mal-..ing 12 of 28 attempts 
Imm behind the arc in 
defeating Steubenville 
Catholic. 

Justin Andes led the way 
with 23 points while B.A. 
Hollowav drained five 3-
pointers ·10 finish with I 7 
points. Justin Andes chipped 
m I 5 while Drew Kennon hit 
fur I I. 

Luke Nicholson led the 
Crusaders with 22 points, 
Chris Gale added 14 and 
Brian De Franco (13) and 
Mark Gilloon ( 11) also con
tributed. 

The Tigers will take on 
Linsly in Saturday's Class 
AA final, with the game time 
possibly being moved from I 
p.m. to l 0 am. to accommo
date the Tigers' girls team, 
who flays at I p.m. in a sec
tiona match. 

Unsly 37, Fort Frye 35 
At Beverly, DeMarr Moul

ton led all scorers with l 7 
points as No. 3 Linsly edged 
No. 2 Fort Frye with a game
winning shot at the buzzer. 

CJ. Guodwin added seven 
points for Linsly. 

Derek Thompson's 16 
points paced Fort Frye in the 

• low-scoring affair. 
OVACClassA 

Semifinals 
Weirton Madonna 43 

Zanesville Rosecrans 40 
Al Weirton, John McCune 

had 20 points and Cory 
Hirkala added 13 as top
seeded Weirton Madonna 
came from behind to defeat 
Zanesville Rosecrans. 

The Blue Dons will face 
Bridgeport in the finals on 
Saturday ut IO a.m. 

Bridgeport 66, Valley 29 
At Bridgeport, the Bull

dogs blew their OV AC Class 
A semifinal game with Val
ley wide open with a 39-9 
second-half run. 

Justin Gregorcic and Mike 
Bachie paced Bridgeport ( l 1-
7) with 14 points apiece 
while Chaz and Trey Lindsey 
evenly split 20 points. 

Clay Dallison and Haden 
Kocher each tallied eight 
points for the Lumberjacks 
(9-7). 

OVAC Consolation Pool 
Frontier 100 

Bellaire 94, OT 
At Bellaire, in the most 

hotly contested game of the 
night, Frontier's Ben Hunts
man scored IO of his game
high 36 points in overtime as 
Frontier hit the century mark 
in a hard-fought victory 

against Bellaire ( 6-131. 
Huntsman, who had 13 

rebounds. was backed by 35 
points from Etlian Morris and 
15 from Justin Ross. 

The Big Reds' balanced 
attack was led by Levi Crozi
er with 25 points and nine 
rebounds, while Anthony 
Hocker had 24 points, 
Andrew Crook scored 20 and 
Ryan Feller added 19. 

River 70, Beallsville 44 
At Hannibal, Beallsville 

didn't have an answer for 
River's Zach Hammond as 
the Pilots post ignited for 39 
points in a victory against the 
Blue Devils. 

Harold Early added nine 
points for River (9-10). 

Kevin Stoney's 13 points 
paced Beallsville. 

Monroe Central 76 
Bishop Donahue 48 

At McMechen, Mikey 
Habig dominated the post 
with 24 points as Monroe 
Central knocked Bishop Don
ahue. 

Ryun Kuhn added 18 
points for the Seminoles. 
while Ryan Highman had 13. 

The Bishops were led by 
L.A. Hampton witl1 I 3 points 
and IO apiece from Nathan 
Fallova and Mike Matheny. 

Bellaire St. John 56 
Cameron 55 

At Bellaire, the Fighting 
Irish recorded their second 
victory, led by 25 points 
from Chase Russell in a tri
umph against visiting 
Cameron. 

David Tracy added I U 
points for St. John (2-17). 

The Dragons were fueled 
by I 8 points from Mall 
Andenora and I I from Jacob 
Koontz. 
Edison 77, Beaver Local 69 

At Richmond. Corey 
Wickham led Edison with 18 
points while Cale McCoy 
added I 7 and Bryson Ander
son dropped in 16 in a victo
ry against Beaver Local. 

Ethan Russell's game-high 
IO points and nine rebounds 
paced the Beavers. while 
Zach Zelinsky chipped in 17 
points and Scott Kreefer ( I 2) 

and Mall Clutter ( 11) also hit 
for double digits. 

Shenandoah 59 
Union Local 41 

At Sarahsville. behind four 
3-pointers apiece from Caleb 
Schwieterman and Cody 
Johnson. Shenandoah groun
ded IJ nion Local. 

Schwieterman finished 
with 19 points while Johnson 
added I 7 as the Zeps went 
IO of l 7 from behind the arc. 

Jordan Barbina led the Jets 
with 17 points and while 
Joby Barr had I 4 points. 
Caldwell 61, Paden City 47 

At Paden City, Ryan 
McKee tallied 23 points and 
Scott Palugyi added 15 to 
lead Caldwell against Paden 
City. 

The Wildcats were led by 
12 points from Ricky Wri~ht 
and Ryun Thoburn, while 
sophomore Malakai Ander
son supplied l 0 points. 

Brooke 42 
Buckeye Local 31 

At Wellsburg, Bryan 
Spruill scored nine points as 
Brooke defeated Buckeye 
Local without the benefit of 
a double-digit scorer. 

Joe Whitehead led all scor
ers with I U points for the 
Panthers. 

Harrison Central 65 
Barnesville 63 

At Barnesville, Ryan Dav
enport had a game-high 29 
pomts and nine rebounds to 
lead Harrison Central past 
Barnesville. 

Ty Kinney had I 3 points 
and C.J. Byers added IO for 
the Huskies. 

Josh Wells led the Sham
rocks with 19 points, Kody 
Skinner added 15 points and 
seven rebounds and Shane 
Crosier added IO points. 

Steubenville 51 
Oak Glen 41 

At Steubenville, DeTroy 
Smith led four players in 
double figures with 14 points 
as Steubenville ( I U-9) beat 
Oak Glen. 

Dwight Macon had 12 
points for Big Red while 
DiMichael Johnson and Jeryl 
Christian evenly split 20 
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Magnolia's Jarred Blatt goes up for a rebound during 
Tuesday's game against St. Clairsville. 

points. 
Clay Owings had 13 poillls 

to lead the Golden Bears ( 5-
12). 

Buckeye Trull 75 
Toronto 64 

At Old Washington. Brock 
Davis ignited for 3 I points 
and Joe Collart backed him 
with 24 as Buckeye Trail 
held off Toronto ( 6-12 J. 

The Warriors utilized a kev 
31-19 run in the second 
quarter to push past the Red 
Knights, who were led by 24 
points from Zach Stewart and 
22 from Mike Stock. 

Regular Season 
Clay-Battelie 57 

Hundred 52 
BLACKSVILLE - Man 

Church's game-high 23 
points wasn't enough to push 
visiting Hundred past Clay
Battelle. 

Emery Smith added I I 
pomts for the Hornets. who 
were unable lo make up a 20-
4 first-4uarter deficit. 

Faith Cumm. Chr. 59 
Olney Friends 46 

At Bethesda. Matt Roten 
totaled 25 J1oint\ amt Brian 
Brown ad ed I 8 as Faith 
Community Christian defeat
ed Olney Friends. 

Chris McGown had 18 for 
Olney and Cedrick Rugege 
added 14. 

Girls 
Tyler Consolidated 55 

SL l\lurys 53 
Al Kidwell. Larisa Edd, ·s 

bucket in the paint witli 3 
seconds to go lifted Tyler 
Consolidated against upset
minded St. Marys. 

Cameron Yoho led the Sil
ver Knights with 2 I points. 
I I rebounds and three blocks 
while Mikkel Wells had I I 
points and Eddy added I 0. 
Meghan Wiseman \\as held 
to nine points. but pulled 
down 12 rebounds. 

Kelsea Fickiesen led the 
Blue Dev ib with a game-high 
31 points and eight rebounds. 
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Linsly wins battle of Cadets at buzzer, 37-35 
AT BEVERLY, Linsly's Cadets 

broke a 35-35 deadlock with Taylor 
Cecil scoring a game-winning buck
et to send Mark Dodd's Soldiers to 
Saturday morning'.s OV AC 2-A title 
game opposite Shadyside at Ohio 
University Eastern. 

Tuesday night's low-scoring 
encounter saw Linsly edge ahead 
13-11 after one period before taking 
a I 9- I 8 lead to the lockerroom. Fort 
Frye came back to forge a 24-24 
knot after three panels. 

Demar Moulton collected a game
leading I 7 points for the Orange and 
Black. 

FRONTIER 100 
BELLAIRE 94, OT 

AT BELLAIRE, the Big Reds and 
Cougars battled to a 82-82 standoff 
at the end of regulation before 
Frontier erupted for 18 points during 
the four-minute extra session. 

The Beaverton-based winners 
received a combined 71 points from 
Ben Huntsman (36) and Ethan 
Morris (35). Huntsman also con
tributed 13 rebounds. 

In defeat, Bellaire was led by 
Levi Crozier's 25-point output. 
Teammate Anthony Hocker provid
ed 24-point support with freshman 
Travis Crook connecting for 20. 
Sophomore Ryan Feller fired in 19. 

Frontier was a I 8-13 leader after 

one panel before Gene Ammirante's 
Reds registered 2 8 second period 
points to take a 41-36 intermission 
upperhand. Bellaire expanded the 
lead to 64-56 after three panels 
before being outscored 26-18 in the 
fourth frame. 

Frontier was an impressive 43-of-
8 I from the floor compared to 
Bellaire's 38-of-82 lighting. The 
Cougars led 42-29 off the glass. 
Crozier collected nine retrieves. 
Turnovers were even at I 6. 

SHENANDOAH 59, 
UNION LOCAL 41 

AT SARAHSVILLE, the Zeps 
establisbed early command and went 
on to hand UL its ninth loss in I 9 
starts. 

Dan Schweiterman's Noble 
County quint mounted a 20-12 lead 
after one panel and extended the 
spread to 35-17 at halftime. Ben 
Porter's Jets faced a 48-29 deficit 
after three chapters. 

Daniel Schwieterman scored a 
game-leading 19 points to pace 
Tuesday's triumph. Cody Johnson 
provided I ?-point support. 

Union Local's Jordan Barbina 
tossed in a team-leading I 7 points. 
Joby Barr followed with 14. 

Shenandoah was a 34-31 leader 
off the glass. Kyle Blackman 
brought down IO stray shots for UL. 

HARRISON CENTRAL 65, 
BARNESVILLE 63 

AT BARNESVILLE, the visiting 
Huskies recorded a key road win, 
rallying from a halftime deficit to 
upend the Shamrocks. 

After taking a 13-12 first quarter 
lead, Chris Pack's Rocks extended 
the count to 36-29 at halftime. 

But Adam Pittis' Huskies used a 
19-11 third quarter turnaround to go 
on top by 48-47 after three panels. 

Harrison was holding on to a 65-
61 lead in the final ticks before 
Barnesville's Kody Skinner netted a 
late bucket before time expired .. 

The Huskies received a career
best 29-point output from Ryan 
Davenport. Teammates Ty Kenny 
and C.J Byers contributed 13 and I 0 
tallies, respectively. 

Josh Wells tossed in a 19 team
leading points for Barnesville. 
Skinner provided 15-point support 
and Shane Crozier scored I 0. 

ST. JOHN'S 56 CAMERON 55 
AT BELLAIRE, St. John Central 

recorded its second win of the sea
son, outlasting the invading Dragons 
and receiving a standout perform
ance from 6-4 junior Chase Russell 
in the process. 

Russell racked up a game-leading 
25 points and was just as clutch 
under the boards where he collared 

some I 7 rebounds. , 
Daniel Tracy provided I 0-point 

support while Matt Yochum distrib
uted five assists: 

Tuesday's triumph in the Green 
House was of the come-from-behind 
variety after Cameron motored to 
20-13 command after one panel. 
The Irish still faced a 30-22 inter
mission deficit before returning with 
rally caps in tow. 

Coach Nick Yourkovich saw his 
team roar back to gain a 41-4 I .knot 
after three panels. 

"We would not have won this 
game a month ago," Yourkovich 
observed. "Our kids have grown and 
showed great character. I couldn't be 
happier for this team. We are mov
ing in the right direction." 

BUCKEYE TRAIL 75, 
TORONTO64 

AT OLD WASHINGTON. Dave 
Linn's Warriors exploded for 31 
second quarter points and went on to 
take out Toronto. 

After leading by just I 0-8 at the 
end of one panel, the Warriors erupt
ed to take 41-27 halftime command. 
Trail was a 5 6-40 frontrunner after 
three panels. 

Trail received a game-leading 31-
point output from veteran guard 
Brock Davis. 

Providing 24-point support was 

Joey Collart. 
MONROE CENTRAL 76, 

BISHOP DONAHUE 48 
AT McMECHEN, the Seminoles 

outpointed Donahue 44-20 over the 
middle periods to win for the sev
enth time in I 9 starts. 

BD led I 7-15 after one period 
before Greg Taylor's Redskins came 
on to grab.a 37-28 intermission 
advantage. 

The Noles maintained 59-37 
command after three panels. 

Mikey Habig connected for a sea
sonbest 24 points, pacing the victo
ry. Also in twin digits were team
mates Ryan Kuhn ( I 8) and Ryan 
Highman ( 13 ). 

Habig als_o brought down I 0 
rebounds and recorded three steals. 
Kyle Jorris distributed six assists. 

RIVER 70 BEALLSVILLE 44 
AT BEALLSVILLE, Pilots' sen

ior Zach· Hammond connected for a 
career-high 39 points as Mark 
Romick's club won going away. 

River led by just 8-7 after one 
period before using a 28-8 second 
panel pullaway for 36-15 command 
at halftime. 

Hammond received double digit 
scoring support from Harold Earley 
who netted IO tallies. Beallsville's 
Kevin Stoney paced Big Blue with 
13 markers. 



OVAC Girls 
Championship 
pairings set 
• Creek, Ferry, Steubenville CC, St. John 
secure top seeds in inaugural hoop event 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

For tl1e better part of the past two years, a committee of area 
basketball coaches, Rick Deluca and OVAC Executive 
Secretary Tom R.ntaiczak have met monthly scripting the 
upcoming Wheeling Hospital OV AC Basketball Championship. 
. The ~roup met ~gain Friday morning at OV AC headquarters 
m Bellmre, but this time tt wa.s for real. The pairings for the 
championship semi Fi- r-------------------, 
nals us well as the con-· CLASS A 
solation pool games 
were put together. 

"We've been work- N0.1 st JOHN CENTRAL 

ing on this for two 
years, but we've been 
working with pencils, 
paper and numbers, so 
it's time to get ready 
to play some hoops." 
"aid tournament direc-
tor Rick Deluca 
who's handled the 
OV AC standings for 
the last several years. 

MONDAY, 7:30 PM 

N0,-4VALLEY 

NO. 2 BEAllSVlLLE • 

MONDAY, 7:30 PM 

NO. 3 BRIDGEPORT 

CHAMPfONSHl? 
SATURDAY, 10:0D AM 

ATOUE 

171e top four teams 
in each class qualify 
for the championship 
part of the bracket and 
those semifinal games ._ _____________ _. 

will be held Monday at .-------------
the higher seed's home CLASS AA 
court. The teams that 
didn't qualify for the 
championship portion lll:1-c:t 
of the tournament had 
their two games sched
uled for them by the 
OVAC. 
Each team which 
opted to participate 
before the scm;on was 
asked to leave two 
open dates because it 
was obviously unpre-
dictable who wns 
going to play in the 
championship round. 

MONtlA'r'.7:l:I PM 

M>IIIIBtD 

MONDA'l',7:Jl ~ 

C!¼Ali!PONSJ-U? 
SATURDAY. 1:00 FM 

/ITOUE 

The schools did this 
with the understanding 

that the OVA C '",.::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Committee would 
assign the remaining CLASS AAA 
two games on the reg-
ular season slate' and NO.iltlARTINSFERRY 
each team 1vould get a 

MONDAY, 7:30 PY 

home and away game 
with travel and previ
ous matchups consid
ered. 

"This is like the ND.!ST.Cl.AlRSVlllE 

baby NCAA drawing,'' 
Rataiczak said. "I 
think this committee 
did a phenomenal job NO,lWttEEIJ<GCENTRAL 

with the pairings und 
being as fair as possi
ble. Some people 
might be critical of 

MONDAY, 1:30 PM 

(the pairings), but ND.JBARNESVJLLE 

when you have to 
assign 30 teams two 
games it's tough. so I CLASS AAAA 
am really happy with 
how it turned out." 

Indian Creek, 
Marlins Ferry, 
Steubenville Catholic 
and St. John Central 
earned the top seeds in 
the four classes, 
respectively. based on 
their regular season 
averages. Each of the 

NO. 1 INDIAN CREEK 

MONDAY, 7;30 PM 

N0.4BROOKE 

four will host a first- ,o.2JOHNMARSHALL 
round game. 

MONDAY, 7:30 PM 

NO. l EDISON 

CHAltPfONSHIP 
SATURDAY, 4:00 PM 

ATOUE 

CHAWPfONSl-tlP 
SATURDAY, 7:00 PM 

ATOUE 

In Class 4-A, the 
Lady Redskins will 
welcome fourth-seed
ed Brooke. The other 
.semifinal pits second-
seeded John Marshall ._ _____________ .J 
against the third-seeded Edison Lady Wildcats. 

The Lady Riders of Martins Ferry High.School - winners of 
the Buckeye 8 Championsh_ip already - will begin their quest 
for the OV AC title when nval St. Clairsville visits the Purple 
Palace at the newly-opened Tolbert Gymnasium. 

The other game in Class 3-A find.s third-seeded Barnesville 
which used a nurry of victories down the stretch to even crack • 

See, TOURNEY, Page D2 

• Tourney-------------
continued from Page D1 

the top four, travelling to meet 
Wheeling Central. 

The race for the banner in 
2-A should he extremely com
petitive. Top-seeded 
Steubenville Catholic will 
entertain fourth-secdetl 
F(onticr. The other matchup 
will \enc a.., tl1l· third mcdinl! 
or the ca1Hpaig11 bctwcel1 
Monruc ('cuual. the two seed. 
anu Rucke,e Trail. the third 
Sl!i.:Li. The l.udy Sl'111i11u\c:-, 
have alrcaLly laid L'lairn to the 
Pioneer Valley Conference 
Cl1ampionsl1ip. 

The Lady Irish of St. John 
Central coi11c i11tu LhL' tournu-
111c11t as tile top secJ ill tht.! 
louniamcnt and own a I 6-1 
marl,. The I .ady Irish will meet 
fourth-seeded Valley at the 
Urecnhousc MumJay 11iv.hL 

The other matclrt1p i11 1-A is 
the third 111cetinc between set;. 
onu-seeded llcallsville and 
third-seeded Hridgeport. The 
Lady l:llue llcvils won both 
111ccli11gs in the regular season. 

"I thin~ we've got some 
great 111atd1ups cominl! intu 
the semifinals:· lleLuc,1 said. 
··1 think bu,cLI 011 the tt:ams i11 
the sc111iri11als 110 I11~ttcr who 
wins. \\'c·r1..' guarn11tcl.!d four 
good g;1111es in tile linal,." 
The fo111 OV i\C 
Championship y . .imcs will lil· 
held on Saturdav. l'eh. 2 at the 
Health and l'hy;ical EL111,·ati1111 
Center on the c:1111pus ur Ohio 
tJnivcrsity-1•:astern in Sl. 
Clairsville in thntc-hour win
Jo\\ s. st;u ting with the Class 
J -;\ game al IO <Lill. 
.. ll 's going to he an cxciling 
tourn,unent:· l{:itaic1.ak ~aiJ. "I 
thinl~ it's ,1 lllillkt or \\huL:ver 
sho\\'s up to play 011 H given 

night." 
Girls OVAC Tournament 

Schedule 
Championship Sernlflnals 

Monday, 6 p.m. (JV) 
Class 4-A 

No. 4 Brooke ut Nu 1 Indian Creek 
No. 3 Edson al Nu. 2 John Marsl 1all 

Class 3-A 
No. 4 SI. Clairsville nt /'tu. 1 Mmtii1s Funy 
No. 3 Oarnesvme at No. 2 Whoehng 

Central 

The loser.s of their 
semifinal games 
won't lose out 011 

games either. The 
consolation final will 
be played at the high
er seed's court on 
Wctlncsday evening. 
but rn:curtling to tour
nrn11ent officials that 
schools reserve the Class 2-A 
right to play those on Ca~~·u~ Frontier at No. 1 Steubonvlllo 

Thursday along with No. 3 Buckeyu Trail ul No. 2 Momoo 
the remainder or the Central 
games. Class 1-A 

OVAC NOTES No. 4 Valley at l,o. t SL Jul111 Central 
No, 3 Bridgeport at No. 2 Beallsvllle 

• THE COST of "Notos: Consolation Games between the 
atlmission for tl1c twoloserswillbeheldonWednesdayatlh0 
scmifinul. pool anti hlgherseed.Jayveogurneswlllbeplaycd 
consolation gum es during the first-round games and the pool 

games as well as the consolation games, 
arc set by the home Tickot prices are set by the home school. 
school. However. the OVAC Pool Games 
0 V A C Monday 
C h a 111 n i O n s h ,· JJ Beaver Local at Harrison Central 

1- Weir at Bellaire 
Games will cost $h Wheeling Park at □uckoyo Local 
for adults and $4 frn Magnolia at Union Locnl 
students with OV i\C Oak Glen at Steubenvile 

b 
Linsly al Weirton Mado1m□ 

passes eing the only Slmdyslde at Fort Fryo 
uncs accepted for Ca111eron at River 
admis~iun. Shenm1doah at Rosccrnm;. 
• RESERVE UAMES Toronto at Bisliop Donahue 
will be played ut the Pade11 City at Caldwell 

Thursday 
semifinal, consul a- Stoubonvrno at Bcavm Loc£1I 
lion mid pool ganws. Buckeye Local al Shadyside 
Only the chnmpi- Unlo,n Local atWl1eeli11g Park 
011shin .l!:UllCS ',II Olli·,· Hmnson Central al Weir ,, - Beltniro nt Oak Glen 
will llllt contest FortFryealMagnolia 
jayvcc games. CalrJwoll at Carnoron 

THE O Vi\ C River al Linsly 
B a s k c 1 b a I I Bishop Donahue nt SlwnanJonJ 1 

Weirton Madonna at Paden City 
Championship L'Olll- Zanesville Rosec1ans at Toronto 
111ittce is comprised ~----:-:--:-------
of: Nikki Cain (Magnolia). Chris Pack t Barnesville). 
Deluca. Rick lsaly (Riv,<r). ll:1taiC1.ak. Ron S111yth 
llubba Kuprul (St. Jullll tELiison) and Uenrge Varg<> 
Central), Fred King (l'auen (MaL1,rn11a1. 
City), Donnie Mmlzia (OUE), Sloskt'Y cu11 hi' rc,1d1ed al 
Mark Masloski ( S tcu bcn v j I le). .\.\lllsAn'1il'f1i111 ',ilt'11d1'm11/i111' .1 w11 

Boys OVAC Boxscores 
FRONTIER (100) - Murphy O 1 ·2 1; Binegar O O·O O; Ross 7 1 ·4 16; B 

Huntsman 16 4·7 36; Kendall 2 4-6 B; Z. Huntsman 2 0·1 5; Morris 1B 3-4 35; 
Totals: 43 13·24 100. BELLAIRE (94) - Hocker 9 1·1 24; Camsky O 0-0 O; Metz 2 
0-0 4; Crozier 10 5-6 25: Babka 1 0-0 2; Feller 8 2-3 19: Crook 8 0-0 20; Totals; 38 
8·10 94. 

Three--Polnl Goals: F-2. Huntsman'; B- Hocker 5, Feller, Crook 4 
UNION LOCAL (41) - Barb!na 7 3•4 17; Barr 5 4-8 14; Blackman O 0-0 O; 

Azzallon 1 0-0 2; Nardo O 0-0 O; Nichols 1 2-4 4; Lares 1 0-0 2; Thompson O 0-0 O; 
Waller O 0-3 o; Tacoslk o 0-0 O; Jarratt 1 0--1 2; Stratford O O·O O; Totals: 16 9-20 41. 
SHENANDOAH (59) - Bridgeman 1 0-2 2; Chapman 2 0-0 5; Hupp 2 0--0 4; Rich O 
0-0 o; Schwellerman 7 1·3 19; Smith 1 1-2 4; Bates 1 0-0 2; Johnson 5 3·4 17: 
Yniguez a 0-0 O: Boudna O 0-0 O; Farmer 1 2-2 4; Ratalczak 1 0-2 2; Totals: 21 7-15 
59. 

Three-Point Field Goals: UL-none; S-Schwelterman 4, Johnson 4, Chapman, 

Smith 
HARRISON CENTRAL (65) - Phillips O O·O O; Whita 3 2·2 9; Byors 3 4•4 10; 

Graham O 0-0 O; Kenney 4 5·6 13; Barker 1 0-0 2; Orr 1 0-0 2; A. Davenport 11 7-
11 29. Totals: 23 16·23 65. BARNESVILLE (63) - Greiner O 0-0 O; Murphy 1 1-1 3; 
MacMUlan o 6·6 6; Crosier 3 4·4 10; Wells 9 1·2 "19; Burga 2 0-0 6: Smith 2 0-0 4; 
Skinner 5 5-615; Totals: 22 17-19 63. 

Three-Point Field Goals: HG-White; 8-Burga 2 
ST. JOHN CENTRAL (56) - C. Russell 10 5-9 25; VanDorn O O·O O; Tracy 4 2-5 

10; Ogllbee 3 2·2 9; Yochum 2 4-7 B; Marhefka 1 2·3 4; Kovalchick O 0-0 O; Totals; 
20 14-25 56. CAMERON (55) - Porter 3 1-3 7; Marling 1 0-0 3; Wright 2 2·2 6; 
Colllns o 0-0 O; Andendra 5 3.3 18; Cunningham 1 O·O 2; Hawkins 1 1·2 3; Scott O 
0-0 O; Koontz 4 3-6 11; Holenz 21-4 5; McNabb O 0-0 O; Totals: 19 11-20 55. 

Three-Point Flald Goals: SJC-Ogi!bee, Marhefka; C-Andendra 5, Marling 
LINSLY (37) - Campbell 2 0-3 4, Fahey 2 O·O 4, MIiton 1 0-0 3, Moulton 6 5-5 

17, Oparanozle O 0-0 0, T,Cecil 1 0-0 2, Goodwin 2 2-3 7, S.Cecll O 0·2 0. Totals 14 
7-11 37. FOAT FRYE (35) - Stevens 2 1·2 7, Bales O 0-0 0, Thompson 7 2-7 1B, 
Thieman 1 3·7 5, Arnold 2 0-0 6, Lango 0-0 o, Warren O 1·1 1, Totals 12 7-17 35, 

Three-Point Field Goals: L-Mllton, Goodwin: FF-Stever\S 2, Arnold 2. 
TORONTO (64) - Wilson o 0-0 o, Brower 3 3-3 9, Williams O 3-4 3, Keenan O 

0-0 o, Shlmmel 1 0-0 2, M.Stock B 5-6 22, Stewart 8 5-9 24, Radvansky 1 2•7 4, 
Vigier O 0-0 0. Totals 21 18-29 64, BUCKEYE TRAIL (75) - B.Baros 3 3-4 9, 
Nealey o 5--8 5, Davis 12 4-6 31, Collart 7 9-11 24, Warnock 1 2-2 5, Taylor O 0-0 O, 
J.Beros O 1-21. Totals 23 24·33 76. 

Three-Pi;ilnl Flelci Goals: M.Stock, Stewart 3; Warnock, Collart, Davis 3, 
MQNROE CENTRAL (76) - Rose 2 4-4 6, Childress O 0-0 0, Kuhn 7 0-0 1B, 

S!ephens o 0-0 o, Jorrls 4 1·2 9, Davis O 0-0 O, Ring 1 0-0 2, Hfghman 4 5-5 13, 
Habig 12 0·1 24, Blackstone 1 O·O 2, Rader O 0-0 O, Yountz O 0-0 O, nsher o 0-0 O. 
Totals 31 10-12 76. BISHOP DONAHUE (48) - Stewart O 0-0 0, Angalich O 0--2 0, 
Wh!tfiald o O·O o, Hampton 3 6-7 13, Jones 1 0-1 2, Fallova 3 4-4 10, Matheny 4 0-0 
10, Clayton 1 0-0 2, Smtth 2 O·O 5, Schrumpf O 0-0 0, Schau 3 O·O 6. Totals 17 10· 
13 48. 

Threa-Polnt Fleld Goals: MC-Kuhn 4; BD- Hampton, Matheny 2, Sm!th, 
RIVER (70) - lndermuhle 1 0-0 2; Hammond 16 7-8 39; Ash O 7-8 7; Potts 1 O· 

o 2; Brown 1 0-0 2; Blackstona 2 2·2 6; Earley 3 4-6 10; Totals: 24 20-24 70. 
BEALLSVILLE (44) - Neiswonger 3 0-2 7; A. Lucas 2 O·O 5; Rippey 1 0-0 2; 
Stephen 4 0-0 9; Stoney 61-213; L Lucas 1 0-0 2; E. Lucas 2 2·2 6; Darby O 0-0 O; 
Myer:.. o 0-0 O; Totals: 16 3-6 44. 

Three-Point FIBld Goals: a-Neiswonger, A. Lucas, Stephen, 



Ferry 
downs 
Eagles 
• Balanced Riders win 
3-A consolation game 
By RICH GIBSON 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

Jeff Sabatino's Martins Ferry Purple 
Riders have a unique penchant for play
ing basketball games that arc off-the
chart ugly. 

To their credit, the Riders• find a way 
to prevail in a vast majority. Case in 
point, Friday night's unsightly encounter 
in Tolbert Gymnasium where the Purple 
produced another 'masteniicce.' pinning 
a 53-44 setback on Magnolia's low-fly
ing Blue Eagles. 

As has been the scenario in numerous 
decisions, Ferry's victims are made to 
appear totally incapable of executing 
even the most basic of fundamentals. 

Magnolia head coach Dave Tallman 
discussed such matters with his now 14-
4 team nearly half-an-hour following the 
outcome before finally emerging from 
the lockerroom. 

"They made us look like a team that 
never picked up a basketball until 
tonight," Tallman related with a sly grin. 
"Still, it's incredible to me how poorly 
we shot the bal I." 

Magnolia attempted 63 from the 
perimeter while Ferry launched but 34. 
The Eagles, however, hit their target only 
17 times compared to I 3 knocked down 
by the Riders. 

As part of the initial OV AC Wheeling 
Hospital Tournament, Ferry, top-seed.ed 
in 3-A, settled for third place laurels. 

"Those were two disappointed teams 
out there competing tonight," Sabatino 
advised. "Not just since last November, 
but since last summer (both of us) had 
designs of playing in the championship 
game. Tonight may have seemed mean- -
ingless but I figured the team which 
played with the most grit would prevail." 

Tallman had few answers. "(This) is a 
great new venue which is very well
lighted. We've been averaging 72 points. 
I have no explanation. But I do know we 
better get over this in a hurry because 
John Marshall comes to town Monday 
night." 

The two teams battled to a 22-22 
halftime stalemate before Ferry used a 
15-3 third panel pullaway to take con
trol. Senior Tony Sabatino twice con
nected from downtown. Magnolia, mean
while, shot itself out of contention, nail
ing just one of 13 from the field. 

See, FERRY, Page D2 

T·L Photo/MIKE PALMER 

MARTINS FERRY senior guard Derek Edwards makes a move to the bucket against 
Magnolia's Justin Fox during the latter stages of Friday's game at the Tolberl Gymnasium In 
the consolation game of the OVAC 3-A tournament. Additional Images may be found at 
cu. timesleaderonline. com 

• Ferry----------------------------

Co~tinued from Page 01 

By the time Tallman's quint re-discovered its mojo', Ferry had 
mounted a twin-digit lead. The West Virginians mllied no closer 
than six points down the stretch. 

"There's no question Magnolia didn't bring its 'A' game, but 
we had something to do with that," Sabatino advised. "I feel 
there was u lot of value here and I'm pleased and proud of my 
guys for winning I 5 games." 

The 15-5 Riders now face a 10-day layoff before engaging 
Indian Valley in a Division [[[ Sectional test Monday evening 
the 18th at Claymont High. 

The Riders' scoring distribution brought a wide smile to their 
coach's face. Senior Derek Edwards, who tallied just one field 
goal, totaled I I team,leading points. Senior Josh Bable and jun
ior Clay Frnncis cashed in nine points apiece. Sabatino and soph
omore Jordan Burress collected eight apiece. Michael Roach 
contributed two clutch trifecta.s. 

Magnolia did benefit from another superb two-way perform, 
ance authored by big Ben Bridgeman who posted game-leading 
totals of 19 points and 15 rebounds. The Eagles lost both 
Bridgeman and Zac Fox to personal fouls. 

Edwards gathered in nine of the Riders' 32 rebounds. 
Magnolia also yanked down 32 boards. Turnovers favored 
Ferry, 14-9. ' 

Magnolia was victorious in Friday's jayvee encounter. 
Scoring: · · 

MAGllOLJA (44) - Robinson 0, 0--0 0; Seavy 0, CH) 0; Yost 0, CHl 0; Fox, J. 0, 
0-0 O; Fox, Z. 1, 0--0 2; Blatt, Jar. O, 3-6 3: Blatt, Jak. 2, o.O B; Streat 4,. 0-0 9; 

.Bridgeman 8, 1-517. Totals - 17, 5-13. MARTINS FEARY (53) - McIntosh 1, 0--0 
2; Roach 2, 0-0 6; Burress 2, 4-4 B; Sabatino 2, 2-4 B; Francis 1, 7-13 9; Bable 4, 1-
2 9; Edwards 1, 8-8 11. Totals - 13, 22-33. 

Three-point goals. Magnolia - Berry (2), Jal< Blatt (2), Street. Martins Ferry -
Roach (2), Sabatino (2), Edwards. 

T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER 
MARTINS FERRY'S Derek Edwards tries to call for a timeout in a wild scramble with 
magnolia's Colt Street (top) and Ben Bridgeman. The Purple Riders won, 53-44. 
Additional images can be found at cu.timesleaderonl/ne.com 
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.----------Wheeling Hospital O~AC Championship------------, 

Red Devils 
advance to 
AAA final 
• St. C. outlasts Magnolia 

By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Kim Clifford has been one of the most high
ly successful basketball coaches in the Ohio 
Valley for many years. 

One of the things his resume has lacked at 
St. Clairsville is an Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference championship. 

After Tuesday's dramatic 68-66 victory 
over third-seeded Magnolia, Clifford and the 
Red Devils are just one win away from making 
room in the gymnasium for the school's first
ever boys basketball banner. 

The win advances the Red Devils to 
Saturday's Wheeling 
Hospital OV AC 
Basketball 
Championship game 'Our kids 
in Class 3-A where . 
they will meet fourth- gzve great 
seeded Wheeling ,-FF, t 
Central, which ousted eJJ Or every 
top-seeded Martins night and I 
Ferry in the other • l 
semifinal. have to fee 

"I like our chances d b t 
with our team, and I goo a OU 
am not saying any-. how they 
thing against 
Wheeling Central by play.' 
saying that." Clifford 
said. "Our kids give 
great effort every 
night, and I have to 
feel good about how 
they play, but no mat-

·-Kim 
Clifford· 

ter what happens (Saturday), I won't be upset 
because I know we'll give the effort needed.'' 

While the Red Devils' brass headed to Ohio 
University-Eastern for today's organizational 
meeting, the Blue Eagles will go back to work 
and prepare to be on the road again Friday in 

T•L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 
SHADYSIDE'$ Billy Merryman jump 
stops amongst three defenders during 
Tuesday's Class 2-A OVAC semifinal 
against Steubenville Catholic. 
Additional images may be found at 
cu.timesleaderonline.com 

Shadyside 
gets past 
sec, 79-66 
• Tigers to meet Linsly 
in Class 2-A final 
By RICH GIBSON 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

They live and die by the long ball. 
Today, Ed Andes' Shadyside Tigers are 
hr<>'lthin<'r .,_ J;ttJQ 1-,;t .,.,..<;,., .. 
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St. Clairsville is an Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference championship. 

After Tuesday's dramatic 68-66 victory 
over third-seeded Magnolia. Clifford and the 
Red Devils are just one win away from making 
room in the gymnasium for the school's first
ever boys basketball banner. 

The win advances the Red Devils to 
Saturday's Wheeling 
Hospital OV AC 
Basketball 
Championship game 'Our kids 
in Class 3-A where . 
they will meet fourth- g1ve great 
seeded Wheeling ,-1+, t 
Central, which ousted eJJOr every 
top-seeded Martins night and] 
Ferry in the other ha • fi ] 
semifinal. ve to ee 

"I like our chances d b t 
with our team, and I goo a OU 
am not saying any- _ how they 
thrng agarnst 
Wheeling Central by play.' 
saying that," Clifford 
said. "Our kids give· 
great effort every 
night, and I have to 
feel good about how 
they play, but no mat-

--Kini 
Clifford· 

ter what happens (Saturday). I won't be upset 
because I know we'll give the effort needed." 

While the Red Devils' brass headed to Ohio 
University-Eastern for today's organizational 
meeting. the Blue Eagles will go back to work 
and prepare to be on the road again Friday in 
the c'onsolation game where they will meet the 
Purple Riders, but the trip to the Tolbert 
Gymnasium was the furthest thing from head 
coach Dave Tallman·s mind. 

"I fully blame our administration in the 
Wetzel County Schools for this loss." said 
Magnolia head coach Dave Tallman who sat by 
hand-cuffed. if you will, when the school dis
trict sent students home early last Friday his 
team couldn't play John Marshall that night and 
it couldn't practice until Monday. "My kids 

.gave it everything they had tonight. but when 
you have those factors working against you. it's 
even toueher. These kids have dedicated them
selves to~ this and to have it taken away due to 
something like that is ridiculous. 

See, ST. C., Page 82 

T•L Photo/MIKE PALMER 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Anthony Vincent goes up to the rim in front of Magnolia,'s Scott Berry 
during Tuesday's Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball Championship semi-final game at 
St. Clairsville. Vincent scored 19 points to lead the Red Devils to a 68-66 win. Additional 
images may be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 

Bridgeport rolls past Valley, 66-29 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

Sometimes you play like you practice. 
Bridgeport head coach Donnie Cash 

said his team didn't have a very good 
practice Monday afternoon. 

They played like it in the early portions 
of Tuesday night's Wheeling Hospital 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Championship Class A Semifinal at the 
John J. Havlicek Gymnasium. 

However. the second-seeded Bulldogs 
( 1 1-7 J turned it on after the sluggish start 
to post a convincing 66-29 triumph over 
the outmanned No. 3 seed Lumberjacks 
(9-7) on Frank Ba~ter Court. 

"We have to come out and start the 

'We were real sluggish 
to start the game and 
we can't have that hap
pen Saturday.' 

- Donnie Cash 

by a 43-40 count in the other semi 
Tuesday night in Weirton. 

"We were real sluggish to start the 
game and we can't have that happen 
.. _ ..... __ ,.l __ , --·-=~-~ , .... _.J __ . __ ,,. -··'··--' 

BRIDGE
PORT'S Chaz 
Lindsey goes up 
over Valley's 
Mathew Poling 
in the Class 1-A 
semifinals of the 
Wheeling 
Hospital OVAC 
Basketball 
Championship. 
Additional 
images may be 
fn,mrl ;:if 
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T·L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 

SHADYSIDE'S Billy Merryman jump 
stops amongst three defenders during 
Tuesday's Class 2-A OVAC semifinal 
against Steubenville Catholic. 
Additional images may be found at 
cu.timesleaderonline.com 

Shadyside 
gets past 
sec, 79-66 
• Tigers to meet Linsly 
in Class 2-A final 
By RICH GIBSON 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

They live and die by the long ball. 
Today, Ed Andes' Shadyside Tigers are 
breathing a little bit easier. 

The Orange heaved home a dozen 
three-pointers Tuesday night and needed 
every one to outlast a game. but hard-luck 
Steubenville Catholic Central quint. 79-66 
in Tigertown. 

Forget the final spread. Shadyside was 
holding on to a 67-66 lead in the final two 
minutes before stunning SCC on a game
ending 12-0 run. 

"That score is in no 
way indicative of 
how good this one 
was," Andes 
noted. "All along, 
I was thinking 
someone was 
going to beat the 
buzzer at the end." 

The second half fea-
tured numerous lead changes and ties 
before Shadyside sophomore Justin Andes 
rained down a clutch trifecta. elevating the 
Orange to 70-66 command. 

The final 90 seconds saw Ronnie 
Bowen's Crusaders misfire on five shots 
and send Shadyside to the foul line at the 
other end from where the hosts converted 
nine opportunities. 

Tuesday's triumph makes for an inter
esting rematch in Saturday morning's 
OV AC Wheeling Hospital 2-A title game 
as Shadyside opposes Linsly. The Tigers 
were 66-65 overtime victors in the lone 
regular season encounter. 

"l thought this (2-A) division included 
four teams all capable of winning it:· 
Andes observed. "I'd expect nothing less 
than another down to the wire game 
Saturdav:· 

The 2-A tilt at Ohio University-Eastern 
features a 10 am. tipoff in order to avoid 
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in Tigertown. 
Forget the final spread. Shadyside was 

holding on to a 6 7-66 lead in the final two 
minutes before stunning sec on a game
ending I 2-0 run. 

"I fully blame our administration in the 
Wetzel County Schools for this loss," said 
Magnolia head coach Dave Tallman who sat by 
hand-cuffed. if you will, when the school dis
trict sent students home early last Friday his 
team couldn't play John Marshall that night and 
it couldn't practice until Monday. "My kids 
gave it everything they had tonight. but when 
you have those factors working against you. it's 
even tougher. These kids have dedicated them
selves to-this and to have it taken away due to 
something like that is ridiculous. 

See, ST. C., Page B2 

T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER 

ST. CLAIFISVILLE'S Anthony Vincent goes up to the rim in front of Magnoli,fs Scott Berry 
during Tuesday's Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball Championship semi-final game at 
St. Clairsville. Vincent scored 19 points to lead the Red Devils to a 68-66 win. Additional 
images may be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 

.. That score is in no 
way indicative of 
how good this one 
was." A odes 
noted. "All along_ 
I was thinkin-g 
someone was 
going to beat the 
buzzer at the end." 

The second half fea

Bridgeport rolls past Valley, 66-29 tured numerous lead changes and ties 
before Shadyside sophomore Justin Andes 
rained down a clutch trifecta. elevating the 
Orange to 70-66 command. 

By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

Sometimes you play like you practice. 
Bridgeport head coach Donnie Cash 

said his team dido 't have a very good 
practice Monday afternoon. 

They played like it in the early portions 
of Tuesday night's Wheeling Hospital 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Championship Class A Semifinal at the 
John J. Havlicek Gymnasium. 

However. the second-seeded Bulldogs 
( I 1-7) turned it on after the sluggish start 
to post a convincing 66-29 triumph over 
the outmanned No. 3 seed Lumberjacks 
(9- 7) on Frank Baxter Court. 

"We have to come out and start the 
game better." said Cash. whose team will 
now face top-seeded Weirton Madonna in 
the championship finals Saturday at I 0 
a.m. at Ohio University Eastern. The 
Blue Dons defeated Zanesville Rosecrans 

MARTINS FERRY'S 
Tony Sabatino drives 
to the bucket against 

Central's Cody 
. Koehler during 

Tuesday's Class 3-A 
semifinal game at 

Tolbert Gymnasium. 
Additional images 

may be found at 
cu. timesleaderonline. 

com 

'We were real sluggish 
to start the ga,ne and 
we can't have that hap
pen Saturday.' 

- Donnie Cash 

by a 43-40 count in the other semi 
Tuesday night in Weirton. 

"We were real sluggish to start the 
game and we can't have that happen •· 
Saturday against (Madonna)," continued. 
Cash. "We have to come out ready to 
play. We didn't have the greatest practice 
yesterday (Monday) and that might have 

See, BRIDGEPORT, Page B2 

BRIDGE
PORTS Chaz 
Lindsey goes up 
over Valley's 
Mathew Poling 
in the Class 1-A 
semifinals of the 
Wheeling 
Hospital OVAC 
Basketball 
Championship. 
Additional 
images may be 
found at 
cu.timesleadero 
nline.com 
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The final 90 seconds saw Ronnie 
Bowen's Crusaders misfire on five shots 
and send Shadyside to the foul line at the 
other end from where the hosts converted 
nine opportunities . 

Tuesday's triumph makes for an inter
esting rematch in Saturday morning's 
OV AC Wheeling Hospital 2-A title game 
as Shadyside opposes Linsly. The Tigers 
were 66-65 overtime victors in the lone 
regular season encounter. 

"I thought this (2-A) division included 
four teams all capable of winning it," 
Andes observed. "I'd expect nothing less 
than another down to the wire game 
Saturday." 

The 2-A tilt at Ohio University-Ea.stern 
features a IO a.m. tipoff in order to avoid 
conflict with the Lady Tigers I p.m. sec
tional contest at Morristown. 

Shadyside prevailed Tuesday despite 
playing a less than perfect game. The 

See, SHADYSIDE, Page B2 

Wheeling Central takes out Ferry 
• Maroon Knights hand Purple Riders their first loss at Tolbert Gymnasium 
By BUBBA KAPRAL 
T-L Managing Editor 

Wheeling Centr'JI head coach Mel 
Stephens was unsure his Maroon 
Knights were going to qualify for the 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC Basketball 
Championships. 

The Knights slipped into the 
fourth-seed slot just ahead of Union 
Local in the pairings announced 
Sunday. Central made the most of 
that opportunity Tuesday night. oust
ing top-seeded and homestanding 
Martins Ferry by a 53-45 count at 
Tolbert Gymnasium. 

As a result. the Maroon Knights 
improved to I 0-6 and will take on St 
Clairsville, a two-point winner over 

Magnolia in Tuesday's other 3-A 
semifinal. on Saturday at 4 p.m. at 
Ohio University Eastern for the con
ference crown. 

The Purple Riders, meanwhile. 
dropped to 14-5 in absorbing their 
initial loss in the Tolbert Gymnasium. 
Coach Jeff Sabatino's charges will 
host Magnolia in Friday night's con
solation tilt 

"We were a little surprised when 
we got into the field," Stephens said. 
"We thought we were going to finish 
behine Union Local just out of the 
money. 

"Our kids played extremely well 
tonight. Ferry has a super team and 
has been playing very well. Coach 

Sab always prepares his team well," 
he added. "But we are excited to be 
playing for the title Saturday. The 
OVAC Championship Tournament is 
long overdue." 

Sabatino, while dejected. was 
praiseworthy of his opponent. 

"We didn't play very well. but 
Wheeling Central had a Jot to do with 
that." Sabatino offered. "They played 
very steady and their big people per
formed quite well. We are disap
pointed obviously but we did not play 
with the same passion as we have 
been." 

Two quarter-ending buzzer-beaters 
played huge in Central's victory. 

See, CENTRAL, Page B2 
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CLASS AA 
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MEMBERS OF the SL Clalrsville Crazies section show their support for the Red Devils' 
hoop team Tuesday evening during their OVAC semifinal game against Magnolia. 
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"I am not making any excuses and taking 
anything away from St Clairsville because they 
played well." Tallman continued. "This is a 
great thing for basketball and you can see by the 
triple A results that the right four teams made it 
and you can see how balanced it was." 

The Red Devils and Blue Eagles found 
themselves in a see-saw game throughout The 
Red Devils built a lead as big as 11 in the first 
half at 20-9 and the Blue Eagles never led by 
more than two the entire way. 

St. Clairsville - which showed signs of 
fatigue coming down the stretch of the regular 
season - seemed to re-energize as the postsea
son unofficially got under way. 

"When we've got a little bit of juice to us, 
···-•11 -···- -··--· -··--- ,c __ -··--· ------" --"" 

made a move to the hole with 6.1 seconds 
showing. 

Vincent meshed the first one without prob
lem, giving the Devils a 67-66 lead. Clifford 
called for another timeout to instruct for the 
defensive end. 

But Vincent was unphased by the stoppage 
in play. He nailed the second foul shot as well. 

"I knew I had to make the first one because it 
was the toughest," Vincent said. "Coach 
Clifford called the time out, and I thought he 
was trying to ice me or something, but I was 
able to get the second one too. The key for us 
tonight was our defense and playing hard." 

The Blue Eagles inbounded to Street who 
raced the ball up the floor. He ran into the 
--1_.c ___ -& __ ;__. ••:-1-. .. -1 n:-... 1 .......... J..~ :,. •---

CLASS AAA 
NO. 1 IIARTlNS FERRY 

wee 
TUESDAY, 7:30 PM 1-!!!L, 

NO. 4 WHEEUNG CC 

CLASSAAAA 
NO. 1 WHEEUNG PARK 

JM 
TUESDAY, 7:30 PM' ... 

NO. 4 JOHN MARSHALL 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
SATURDAY, 4:00 P.M. 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
SATURDAY, 7:00 P.M. 

NO. 2 ST. CLAIRSVILLE 

ST.C. 
TUESDAY, 7:30PM' "" 

NO. 3 MAGNOUA 

e Shadyside-
conunued from Page 81 

Orange made numerous mis
takes and was charted for 15 
turnovers. But Andes' squad 
compensated by recording a 
sizable 36-26 advantage off 
the glass. 

Sophomore Justin Andes 
came off the bench to register a 
team-leading 21 points. He 
was particularly clutch in the 
second half, delivering 19 
counters. 

Reliable seniors B.A. 
Holloway and Jared Andes 
tossed in I 7 points apiece. The 
Tigers also benefited from a 
prime-time 11-point outing 
from senior Drew Kennon. 

Holloway beat the first 
quarter buzzer, launching 35-
foot bomb as Shadyside took a 
I 8-15 upperhand. The second 
panel was also closely contest
ed with the Orange up top by 
one, 32-31 at halftime. 

Both teams heated up fol
lowing the break. Central used 
a 22-20 advantage to go ahead 
53-52 at the final stop. 

Crusaders' senior Luke 
Nicholson netted a game-lead
ing 22 points and was joined in 
twin digits by teammates Chris 
Gale (14), Brian Defranco 
(13) and Mark Gilloon (11). 

Shadyside shot 28-of-55 
from the floor compared to 
sec· s 2 7 of 61 output. The 
now I 0-8 Crusaders were 
guiltv of just seven giveaways. 

SiEUBENVILLE CENTRAL 
(66) _-_Teremana_O,_ 0_-0 _Q; Knot, 0, 

ATOUE 
N0.2WEIR 

IC 
TUESDAY, 7:30 PM' ,... 

NO. 3 INDIAN CREEK 

ATOUE 

T•L Photo/MIKE PALMER 
MARTINS FERRY'S Jordan Burress shoots a jumper over 
Wheeling Central's Cody Koehler during Tuesday's game 
at Tolbert Gymnasium. Additional Images may be found al 
cu.tlmesleaderonline.com 

• Central--------
continued from Page 81 

Both were delivered bv was next with seven counters. 
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"I am not making any excuses and taking 
anything away from St Clairsville because they 
played well," Tallman continued. "This is a 
great thing for basketball and you can see by the 
triple A results that the right four teams made it 
and you can see how balanced it was." 

The Red Devils and Blue Eagles found 
themselves in a see-saw game throughout The 
Red Devils built a lead as big as 11 in the first 
half at 20-9 and the Blue Eagles never led by 
more than two the entire way. 

St. Clairsville - which showed signs of 
fatigue coming down the stretch of the regular 
season - seemed to re-energize as the postsea
son unofficially got under way. 

"When we've got a littie bit of juice to us, 
we'll give every ounce for every second and 
that was the case tonight," Clifford said. "We 
gutted it out and made some huge plays." 

The Devils finished the third quarter with a 
48-47 lead. 

The lead swelled to six at 57-51 after senior 
Anthony Vincent made an acrobatic steal, saved 
the ball down the floor to classmate Derrick 
Baugh who converted on the layup. It wouldn't 
be the last time Vincent would be heard from. 

Magnolia answered back with a quick goal 
from Scott Berry to make it a 57-53 read
ing. But the Red Devils were sound at the foul 
line, sinking four straight on the next two pos
sessions. 

Magnolia didn't go away, scoring on its next 
two trips on goals by Jared Blatt and Zach Fox, 
making it a five point game once again. 

Vincent was fouled in the act and calmly 
meshed a pair. Again, the Blue Eagles wouldn't 
go away. Fox pulled up and hit a trey and Luke 
Seavy stole the in-bounds pass and drained a 
triple. 

"Magnolia didn 'I win I 4 games because 
they give up easily," Clifford said. "I told the 
kids at halftime it was going to be a game of 
runs, and we needed to make the last one. There 
were probably three mini-runs in the second. 
half." 

St. C. converted one-of-two at the line to 
push it back to a three-point lead and the Blue 
Eagles meshed just one at the line on the next 
trip, The Blue Eagles rebounded a loose ball on 
the opposite end and Colt Street drove in for a 
deuce to knot the game at 66 with a shade 
under 50 seconds to go. 

The unflappable Red Devils brought the ball 
into the frontcourt and ran the clock down to 
under 30 seconds before Clifford called for a 
timeout. Out of the timeout, sophomore point 
guard Dan Slavik got the ball into senior 
Anthony Vincent's hands who was fouled as be 

made a move to the bole with 6.1 seconds 
showing. 

Vincent meshed the first one without prob
lem, giving the Devils a 67-66 lead. Clifford 
called for another timeout to instruct for the 
defensive end. 

But Vincent was unphased by the stoppage 
in play. He nailed the second foul shot as well. 

"I knew I bad to make the first one because it 
was the toughest," Vincent said. "Coach 
Clifford called the time out, and I thought he 
was trying to Ice me or something, but I was 
able to get the second one too. The key for us 
tonight was our (lefense and playing hard." 

The Blue Eagles inbounded to Street who 
raced the ball up the floor. He ran into the 
defense of senior Michael Bigelow who is long 
and the Eagles failed to even get a shot off as 
the horu sounded and the Red Devils' student 
section rushed the floor. 

"There was probably no one more surprised 
that we didn't get a shot off than me," Tallman 
said. "I told the kids that whoever got it just get 
to the rim because we were only down two, but 
we made some bad decisions at times." 

St. Clairsville was once again balanced. 
Vincent led the way with 19 points. Slavik had 
the hot hand early for the Devils, drilling a trio 
of treys in the first half en route to 14 points. 
Hynes and Bigelow each had I 0. Junior Ryan 
Jarvie continued to supply strong minutes off 
the pine, scoring eight points and yanking down 
seven boards. 

"We get on Anthony a littie bit sometimes, 
but he takes it without batting an eye," Clifford 
said. "He's been clutch both offensively and 
defensively in a lot of these games, and we have 
to point out the play of Michael Bigelow 
because he bad a great gam~ defensively and 
locked down one of the best players we've 
played against" 

Magnolia was also balanced. Berry finished 
with 18 points; while Ben Bridgeman had 16 
points. Street bad .13 markers. 

The Red Devils bad a 26-20 edge on the 
boards and their 12 turnovers were one more 
than the the visitors. 

Scoring: 
MAGNOLIA (66) - Street 5. 2-3 13; Z. Fox 2, 1-2 

6; BridQeman 7, 2-416; Berry 7. 3-3 18; Jar. Blatt 5, 0-
2 10; Robinson 1, 0-0 3; Seavy 1, 0-0 3; J. Fox 0, 0-0 
0; Utt 0, 0-0 0; M. Rine 0, 0-0 0; J. Rine 0, 0-0 0; Jak. 
Blatt o. 0-0 O; Totals: 28, 8-14 66. ST. CLAIRSVILLE 
(68) - Vincent 6. 6-8 19; Hynes 1, 7-10 10; Bigelow 
3, 4-5 1 0; Baugh 2, 2-2 6; Slavik 5, 0-0 14; Pata 0, 0-0 
0; Skrabal< 0, 1-21; Jarvie 3. 1-1 8; 20, 21-26 66. 
Three-Pain! Goals: M - Street, Seavy. SI. C. -
Vincent, Slavik (4), Jarvie. 

Staskev can be reached at 
sstarkey@timesleaderordine.com 

Sophomore Justin Andes 
came off the bench to register a 
team-leading 21 points. He 
was particularly clutch in the 
second half, delivering 19 
counters. 

Reliable seniors B.A. 
Holloway and Jared Andes 
tossed in I 7 points apiece. The 
Tigers also benefited from a 
prime-time I I-point outing 
from senior Drew Kennon. 

HoHoway beat the first 
quarter buzzer, launching 35-
foot bomb as Shadyside took a 
I 8-15 upperhand. The second 
panel was also closely contest
ed with the Orange up top by 
one, 32-31 at halftime. 

Both teams heated up fol
lowing the break. Central used 
a 22-20 advantuge to go ahead· 
53-52 at the final stop. 

Crusaders' senior Luke 
Nicholson netted a game-lead
ing 22 points and was joined in 
twin digits by teammates Chris 
Gale (14 ), Brian DeFranco 
(13) and Marl< Gilloon (11). 

Shadyside shot 28-of-55 
from the floor compared to 
SCC's 27 of 61 output. The 
now I 0-8 Crusaders were 
guilty of just seven giveaways. 

StEUBENVILLE CENTRAL 
(66) - Teremana o, 0-0 0; Knob 0, 
0-0 0; Bednar 0, 0-0 0; Emmerling 
o, 0-0 o; Starr o, 2-2 2; Houk 2, 0-0 
4; Gllloon 5, 1-2 11 ; Defranco 4, 5-
9 13; Gale 6, 0-2 14; Nicholson 10. 
2-2 22. Tolals - 27, 10-17. 
SHADYSIDE (79) - Kimble 0, 0-0 
0; Butts 1, 1-2 3; Sadlowski 1, 1-2 
3; Merryman 2, 1-2 7; Kannan 5, 1-
3 11; Holloway 6, 0-0 17; Andes, 
Jar. 6, 4-8 17; Andes, Jus. 7, 3-4 
21. Totals - 28, 11-19. 

Three-point goals. SCC - Gala 
(2). Shadyside - Hollowar, (5), 
Jus. Andes (4), Merryman (2 , Jar. 
Aooes. • 

Gibson may be reached at: . 
rgibson@timesJeaderonJi.com 

T-l Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 
SHADYSIDE'$ B.A 
Holloway makes a move to 
the bucket Tuesday niQht. 

T-l Photo,M/KE PALMER 
MARTINS FERRY'S Jordan Burress shoots a jumper over 
Wheeling Central's Cody Koehler during Tuesday's game 
at Tolbert Gymnasium. Additional images may be found al 
cu.timesleaderon/lne.com 
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Continued from Page B1 

Both were delivered by 
Shane Phillips. The senior 
transfer from Mt. Lebanon 
tossed in a just-inside halfcourt 
shot at the first-quarter horn, 
giving the visitors a 16-14 
edge. The 5 ft. 9 dynamo 
turned the trick again at half
time, giving the Maroon a 24-
23 lead and a world or 
momentum. 

Central opened the third on a 
13-3 surge for a 37-26 margin 
late in the frame before Derek 
Edwards hit a trey to bring the 
Purple back to 37-29 entering 
the fourth. 

Ferry was able to close to 
47-42 with under three min
utes to play but were repelled 
by goals from Cody Koehler 
and Cory McKitrick, putting 
the verdict out of reach at 5 I -
42 with 1:15 to play. 

"Both buzzer-beaters were 
big for us. They gave us a lift, 
especially the one at halftime," 
Stephens said. "We were able 
to bit some big shots in the 
second half and were were 
effective when we spread the 
floor. It's a real nice win for 
our program." 

Phillips and McKitrick were 
a nice one-two punch for the 
Maroon Knights with 16 and 
12 points, respectively. Alex 
Peluchette added seven mark
ers. 
Edwards was a one-man gang 

for the Purple Riders, tossing 
in 30 tallies. Jordan Burress 

was next with seven counters. 
"We wasted a tremendous 

effort from Derek. It was the 
probably his career best 
game," Sabatino said. 
"Hopefully, we learn a lesson 
from tonight's game. 

'The two shots at the end of 
the first and second quarters 
really hurt," he added. 'Those 
two shots enabled Central to 
play from the lead which was 
critical tonight. They spread 
the floor effectively in the 
fourth quarter." 

Central shot well from the 
floor, making 21 of its 42 
shots. The Knights committed 
just 11 turnovers. 

Ferry meshed just 16-of -
41 attempts for 3 9 percent. 
The hosts were guilty of I 6 
turnovers. 

The Maroon Knights pre
vailed in the prelirn, 53-50. 

Former Bellaire High, O.hio 
State and current NFL star 
Joey Galloway was in atten
dance. 

WHEELING CENTRAL (53) -
Long 3, 2-4 8; Sorge 0, 0-0 O; 
Hurley 1, 0-0 3; Phillips 5, 4-4 16; 
Peluchette 3, 0-0 7; Koehler 3. 0-0 
6; Joseph 2, 0-0 4; McKitrlck 5, 2-5 
12. Totals 21, 8-14. MARTINS 
FERRY (45) - Edwards 10, 4-5 
30; Roach 0, 0-0 0; Sabalino 1, 0-0 
2; McIntosh 0, 0-0 0; Driver 0, 0-0 
O; Francis 0, 0-0 O; Babble 2. 2-2 6; 
BUJTB?S 3, 1-2 7; Totals 16, 7·9. 
Three-point goals: Wheeling 
Canlral - PhliOps (2), Hurley (1 ); 
Martins Ferry - Edwards (6). 

Kapral can be reached at 
bkapra/@timesleaderonline.co 
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The lead swelled to six at 5 7-51 after senior 
Anthony Vincent made an acrobatic steal, saved 
the ball down the floor to classmate Derrick 
Baugh who converted on the layup. It wouldn't 
be the last time Vincent would be heard from. 

Magnolia answered back with a quick goal 
from Scott Berry to make it a 57-53 read
ing. But the Red Devils were sound at the foul 
line, sinking four straight on the next two pos
sessions. 

Magnolia didn't go away, scoring on its next 
two trips on goals by Jared Blatt and Zach Fox, 
making it a five point game once again. 

Vincent was fouled in the act and calmly 
meshed a pair. Again, the Blue Eagles wouldn't 
go away. Fox pulled up and bit a trey and Luke 
Seavy stole the in-bounds pass and drained a 
triple. 

"Magnolia didn't win 14 games because 
they give up easily," Clifford said_ "I told the 
kids at halftime it was going to be a game of 
runs, and we needed to make the last one. There 
were probably three mini-runs in the second. 
half." 

St. C. converted one-of-two at the line to 
push it back to a three-point lead and the Blue 
Eagles meshed just one at the line on the next 
trip. The Blue Eagles rebounded a loose ball on 
the opposite end and Colt Street drove in for a 
deuce to knot the game at 66 with a shade 
under 50 seconds to go. 

The unflappable Red Devils brought the ball 
into the frontcourt and ran the clock down to 
under 3 0 seconds before Clifford called for a 
timeout Out of the timeout, sophomore point 
guard Dan Slavik got the ball into senior 
Anthony Vincent's hands who was fouled as he 

BRIDGE
PORrS TRE 

Lindsey sets up 
the offense 

during Tuesday 
night's 

Wheeling 
Hospltal OVAC 
Championships 

Class 1-A 
semifinals. The 

Bulldogs 
advanced to 

Saturday's 
finals with a 66-

29 win over 
Valley, 

Additional 
images may be 

found at 
cu. timesleadero 

nline.com 

" 

T-L Photo/JOEL 
JOSEPH 

.1.U._Ho,. "u.3 ptVUU.Ul) IIV VII._ lUVl\• ,')UlpU . ."1\,.-U 

that we didn't get a shot off than me," Tallman 
said. "I told the kids that whoever got it just get 
to the rim because we were only down two, but 
we made some bad decisions at times." 

St. Clairsville was once again balanced. 
Vincent led the way with 19 points. Slavik bad 
the bot hand early for the Devils, drilling a trio 
of treys in the first half en route to 14 points. 
Hynes and Bigelow each had I 0. Junior Ryan 
Jarvie continued to supply strong minutes off 
the pine, scoring eight points and yanking down 
seven boards. 

"We get on Anthony a little bit sometimes, 
but he takes it without batting an eye," Clifford 
said. "He's been clutch both offensively and 
defensively in a lot of these games, and we have 
to point out the play of Michael Bigelow 
because he had a great game defensively and 
locked down one of the best players we've 
played against" 

Magnolia was also balanced. Berry finished 
with 18 points; while Ben Bridgeman had 16 
points. Street had 13 markers. 

The Red Devils bad a 26-20 edge on the 
boards and their 12 turnovers were one more 
than the the visitors. 

Scoring: 
MAGNOLIA (66) - Street 5, 2-3 13; Z. Fox 2, 1-2 

6; Bridgeman 7, 2-4 16; Berry 7, 3-318; Jar. Blatt 5, 0-
2 10; Robinson 1, 0-0 3; Seavy 1, 0-0 3; J. Fox 0, 0-0 
0; Utt 0, 0-0 0; M. Rine 0, 0-0 o; J. Rine 0, 0-0 0; Jak. 
Blatt 0, 0-0 0; Totals: 28, 8-14 66. ST. CLAIRSVILLE 
(68) - Vincent 6, 6-6 19; Hynes 1, 7-10 10; Bigelow 
3, 4-5 10; Baugh 2, 2-2 6; Slavik 5, 0-0 14; Pata 0, 0-0 
0; Skrabak 0, 1-21; Jarvie 3, 1-1 8; 20, 21-26 68. 
Three-Point Goals: M - Street, Seavy. St. C. -
Vincent, Slavik (4), Jarvie. 

Stas key can be reached at 
ssraskey@timesleaderonline.co,n 
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0; Butts 1, 1-2 3; Sadlowskl 1, 1-2 
3; Merryman 2, 1-2 7; Kennon 5, 1-
3 11; Holloway 6, o-o 17; Andes, 
Jar. 6, 4-6 17; Andes, Jus. 7, 3-4 
21. Totals - 26, 11-19. 

Three-point goals. sec - Gala 
(2). Shadyside - Hollower, (5), 
Jus. Andes (4), Merryman (2 , Jar. 
Andes. • 

Gibson may be reached at: 
rgibson@timesleaderonJine.co,n 
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Holloway makes a move to 
the bucket Tuesday night 

giving the visitors a 16-14 
edge. The 5 ft. 9 dynamo 
turned the trick again at half
time, giving the Maroon a 24-
23 lead and a world of" 
momentum. 

Central opened the third on a 
13-3 surge for a 37-26 margin 
late in the frame before Derek 
Edwards hit a trey to bring the 
Purple back to 37-29 entering 
the fourth. 

Ferry was able to close to 
47-42 with under three min
utes to play but were repelled 
by goals from Cody Koehler 
and Cory McKitrick, putting 
the verdict out of reach at 51-
42 with I: 15 to play. 

"Both buzzer-beaters were 
big for us. They gave us a lift, 
especially the one at halftime," 
Stephens said. "We were able 
to hit some big shots in the 
second half and were were 
effective when we spread the 
floor. It's a real nice win for 
our program." 

Phillips and McKitrick were 
a nice one-two punch for the 
Maroon Knights with 16 and 
12 points, respectively. Alex 
Peluchette added seven mark
ers. 

Edwards was a one-man gang 
for the Purple Riders, tossing 
in 30 tallies. Jordan Burress 

:;Hopefully, we learn a lesson 
from tonight's game. 

"The two shots at the end of 
the first and second quarters 
really hurt," he added. "Those 
two shots enabled Central to 
play from the lead which was 
critical tonight. They spread 
the floor effectively in the 
fourth quarter." 

Central shot well from the 
floor, making 21 of its 42 
shots. The Knights committed 
just 11 turnovers. 

Ferry meshed just I 6--0f -
4 I attempts for 39 percent. 
The hosts were guilty of 16 
turnovers. 

The Maroon Knights pre
vailed in the prelim, 53-50. 

Former Bellaire High, Ohio 
State and current NFL star 
Joey Galloway was in atten
dance. 

WHEELING CENTRAL (53) -
Long 3, 2-4 8; Sorge 0, 0-0 0; 
Hurley 1, 0-0 3; Phillips 5, 4-4 16; 
Peluchette 3, 0-0 7; Koehler 3, 0-0 
6; Joseph 2, 0-0 4; McKitrlck 5, 2-5 
12. Totals 21, 8-14. MARTINS 
FERRY (45) - Edwards 10, 4-5 
30; Roach 0, 0-0 0; Sabatino 1, 0-0 
2; McIntosh 0, 0-0 0; Drtver 0, 0-0 
0; Francie 0, 0-0 0; Babble 2, 2-2 6; 
Burress 3, 1-2 7. Totals 16, 7·9. 
Three-point goals: Wheeling 
Central - Phillips (2), Hurtey (1); 
Martins Ferry - Edwards (6). 

Kapral can be reached at 
bkapra/@timesleaderonline.co 

• Bridgeport------------------
continued from Page B1 

added to our slow start, and I'll take the The Lumberjacks tried to make a game 
blameforthal of it by outscoring the Bulldogs 10-4 

"Now we've got three days to prepare before the half ended, leaving the count at 
real good for whoever we play," cootin- 27-20. 
ued the Bulldogs' head 'Coach. "We'll A 19-6 third-quarter scoring advantage 
need our best effort Saturday." sealed the deal as Gregorcic banged home 

Despite a slow start the hosts scored the three of his four bonus goals in the stanza. 
first seven points of the contest and led The fourth quarter saw Cash empty his 
11-4 before the Lumberjacks reeled off bench early on and the reserves outscored 
six unanswered to make it 11-10. A the 'Jacks 14-3 for the final 37-point mar-

. Danny Lennex basket just ahead of the gin of victory. 
buzzer gave the Bulldogs a 13-10 lead Even though his team won, Cash wasn't 
after eight minutes. exactly tickled pink as his team converted 

Bridgeport put the game away early in just 27--0f-73 shots from the floor. 
the second period with a 10-0 run at the "That's been a recurring thing the past 
outset couple of games," Cash recalled. "We're 

A tip-in by point guard Chaz Lindsey missing the bunnies a lot, especially in the 
ignited the outburst. A two-pointer off the Barnesville and Weirton Madonna games. 
hands of Justin Gregorcic preceded a mini We have to work on our finishing, espe
six-point scoring spree by freshman Tre cially under the basket" 
Lindsey that bumped the count to 23-10 Senior pivot Mike Bachie was a force in 
with 4;47 left before the half. the paint as the 6-ft.-3 banger scored 14 

"Tre has been playing real well all sea- points, but he pulled down a school-record 
son," said Cash, who doesn't think of 19 rebounds, including a dozen off the 
Lindsey as a freshman. "It's into the tour- offensive glass. 
oameot and be isn't a freshman anymore. "Mike was a force inside," Cash 
He's adapted to the situation and has con- • allowed. 
tributed throughout the year for us." "He really worked the boards." 

In addition to Bachie's 14 points, 
Gregorcic also added 14 while the 
Lindsey cousins evenly divided 20. 

Haden Kocher and Clay Dallison each 
had eight points for the Lumberjacks. 

Bridgeport led 60-3 5 off the glass. 
Dallison had a dozen boards for Valley. 

The Lumberjacks will now host 
Zanesville Rosecrans Friday night 

In the preliminary contest, Bridgeport 
(I 0-6) scored a 5 9-2 8 victory behind I 4 
points from Mike Carr. Davy Johnson 
added 13 and Nate Maleski 11. • 

Alex Henderson led Valley with 14. 
Varsity scoring: 
VAL.lEY (29) - C. Ueitschy 2 0-2 4; Poling 0 

0-0 0; Kocher 3 2-2 6; Dallison 4 0-2 B; 
Brisendine 2 0-2 4; Morris 1 1-2 3; Bickerstaff 0 
0-0 O; Bates O 0-0 O; Henderson o o-o o; Bunch 
0 0-0 O; G. Ueitschy O 0-0 O; Carter 1 0-0 2. 
Totals: 13-49 3-10 29. BRIDGEPORT (66) - C. 
Lindsey 4 2-3 10; Lennex 1 1-3 3; Kreiter 1 0-2 
2; Bachle 6 2-4 14; Gregorclc 5 0-0 14; T. 
Lindsey 5 0-0 10; Carr 2 1-2 5; Maleski o 0-0 o; 
Johnson 1 0-0 2; Cash 2 0-0 6; Schnelder 0 0-0 
o; l,lppennan 0 0-0 0. Totals: 27-73 6-14 66. 
Three-Point Reid Goals: V•none; B--Gregorcic 4, 
Cash 2 • 

North can be reached at 
lawrth@timesleaderonline.com 
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earned their championship 
From·the 

Press Box 

In sports 
teams earn the 
right to be 
called champi
ons. 

~---------~ The New 

By 
Seth 
Staskey 
Times Leader 
Sports Editor 

York Giants 
arcn 't the only 
ones who 
woke up this 
morning call
ing them
selves cham
pions. 

The girls 
basketball 
players from 
St. John, 

Monroe Central. Barnesville and Indian Creek 
went back to school today with some shiny new 
hardware to show off. 

Those four girls' basketball teams laid claim 
to OV AC basketball championships during 
Saturday's inaugural Wheeling Hospital OV AC 
Girls Basketball Championship and by virtue of 
their victories earned the right lo be a champi
on. 

It's been well documented how OV AC 
champions in the sports of boys and girls bas
ketball had previously been known as paper 
champions because the standings system deter
mined who would receive the pennant at the 
annual OV AC Banquet of Champions in the 
spring. 

However, thanks to the OV AC's willingness 
to think outside the box and try something new, 
the tournament system came to fruition and 
teams had to earn the title. 

And earning was needed for a couple of 
teams. St. John and Indian Creek were the top 
seeds in the 1-A and 4-A tournaments, respec
tively. By that we mean, those two teams ,vould 
have probably been the champion anyhow, but 
those two games this week completed the 20-
game slate, so they would have two additional 
'games somewhere along the way, 

But for Monroe Central and Barnesville, 
they'd be sitting at home right now preparing 
for the Ohio post-season tournament not giving 
the OV AC title a second thought because of 
their spot in the standings. Monroe Central was 
second to Steubenville Catholic and heck 
Barnesville was third, trailing Martins Ferry 
and Wheeling Central. 

The point we're trying to make is that this is 
the way it's supposed to be done. Teams should 
have to go out and earn a championship. We 
understand that the teams who won the past 
championships earned them per say through 
their regular season accomplishments, but take 
the 2-A final for instance. • 

Monroe Central and Steubenville Catholic 
play totally different schedules. They don't play 
each other, so who's to say who's the better 
team. A guy with a calculator or a spread sheet? 
We don't think so and the OVAC didn't think 
so. It's just one example. 

Barnesville is another prime example. The 
Lady Shamrocks could have folded their tents 
during a stretch of the season when they lost 
five games in a row. In the old system, the Lady 
Shamrocks wouldn't have a prayer of winning 
the title if you go through a stretch and lose five 
in a row. 

However, Jamie Carpenter - who's done a 
tremendous job in his Jirst season - continue 
to drill his team that if they got it turned around 
in time, they could still sneak into the fourth 
spot. Well, they snuck into the third spot thanks 
to a Megan Kemp buzzer-beating trey almost 
two weeks ago against Shadyside and from 
there the rest is history. 

But, it's just another example as to why the 
tournament format was needed. The entire body 
of work a team puts forth deserves some con
sideration, \Ve agree. 

If you look at it, the entire season does earn 
you something. It earns your spot on the brack
et. But, if you are playing well this time of the 
year, you know the end of the season when 
teams hope to be their best, good things can 
happen. I.E. Barnesville, a team can make 
ammends for a bad stretch and walk away with 
a banner. 

Every coin has two sides, so is there bitter
ness from Steubenville Catholic and Martins 
Ferry, the teams that were denied the OVAC 
title because of the new system. 

Not a bit, at least from what their coaches 
said during the press conferences Saturday. 

Kevin Barr of Steubenville Catholic told 
reporters, "Before this event, it was a paper 
champion. We like this event and this is the 
way a champion should be decided, and that's 
on the court." 

Dave Reasbeck - .who guided his Lady 
Purple Riders to a 15-5 mark during the season 
and also a Buckeye 8 championship - was 
already thinking about next year's event and 
hoping to return. 

While the teams were strutting around their 
trophies and individual medals. there was a 

group of people strutting around with nice red 
shirts on. The OV AC Basketball Committee 
deserves another pat on the back. The group -
spearheaded by Rick DcLuca and Tom 
Rataiczak - did a super job of having every
thing run smoothly. 

We're told that DeLuca arrived at the site 
before 7 a.m. and it was well after nine when 
we left and he was still there. Quite a day. But, 
if you want something to go well and be the 
class event that it was, those are the kind of 
man hours that arc needed. 

The OV AC has its critics for one reason or 
another. However. no one can criticize the 
effort the conference puts in to make its cham
pionships a first-class event for the kids, coach
es, schools and fans. 

No conference tournament - short of the 
Big Ten or Big East - gets the amount of 
media coverage that the OV AC gets. No confer
ence tournament at the high school level gives 
the type of awards and no one treats the kids 
quite like the OV AC. 

And while people can argue about things the 
OV AC docs until they are blue in the face, the 
fact of the matter is the OV AC does it for the 
kids. And isn't that what it's all about? 

BOYS TOURNAMENT 
• The commillee went back to work early 

Sunday morning at the OV AC office to set up 
the boys tournament. which opens Tuesday and 
again the match-ups appear to be fair on all lev
els. 

The races for the conference banner are 
going to be heated. Each of the four classes has 
chances to be tremendous games Saturday at 
OUE as well as the scmi-linal games. 
The Class 3-A battle was one that definitely 
came down to the final weekend. Union Local 
- which lost late in the season to Harrison 

Central and Martins Ferry before beating 
Buckeye Local last Friday - was left out in the 
cold. The Jets were nosed out by six-hundredths 
of a point for the fourth spot by Wheeling 
Central. 

Taking 3-A a step further, how about the St. 
Clairsville Red Devils. They sat around and 
waited for the announcement not to sec whether 
or not they'd be in. but where they'd be play
ing. The Red Devils led the 3-A chase most of 
the season, but were defeated at Martins Ferry 
last Wednesday and therefore left its fate in the 
hands of the dreaded calculator. 

Well, Magnolia's Friday game with John 
Marshall was postponed due to weather issues 
and couple that with St. C. 's win over Edison 
and the result is the Red Devils will welcome 
the Blue Eagles to Belmont County. , 

• We really feel that all of the divisions arc 
wide-open. That should lead to great games 
come Saturday. 

Again this week. The Times Leader will 
publish a preview edition similar to the one that 
was produced for the girls' weekend and it will 
be included in Friday's edition. 

QUOTE OF THE WEEKEND 
While being stationed in each of the four 

press conferences after the OV AC Girls 
Championship games, there were several one
liners and cliches passed around, but one quote 
seemed to jump out at the media contingent. 

It was after the Barnesville-Martins Ferry 
game. Allie Doan - a senior for Barnesville 
- was being interviewed about the game she 

prodvced, which included 16 points. 
Asked what she thought allowed her- to play 

that well she responded with, "I ate my 
Wheaties this morning." 

Endorsements for prep athletes aren't 
allowed, but she could find herself on the front 
of a box of cereal in local groceries stores soon 
for that type of publicity she gave. 

OFFICIATING 
While the players, workers and tournament 

staff have been palled on the back all weekend, 
I thought the officiating crews for the games 
were outstanding. 

During the regular season - no matter the 
gym you go into - there's always chirping on 
the officials. No matter who it is, who's playing 
or the call that. was made, someone is going to 
be chirping. 

Well, there was still a little bit of that and 
that's going to happen, but for the most part the 
officiating was outstanding. There's always 
going to be questionable calls and the official 
will probably sec something different than 
someone sitting in the stands. However, the 
officials were in position to make calls and 
most importantly worked extremely hard. 
Sometimes. people get the impression that offi
cials don"t like lo do girls' games or don't feel 
they are as important. 

Well, the 12 guys who worked Saturday 
earned their pay checks. • 

Working tournament games in Ohio or Wes 
Virginia is an honor because it's through a sys
tem of coaches votes, which select the officials. 
Working an OV AC Championship game is an 
honor that's been earned as well. 

Staskev can be reached at 
sstaskey@ii111es/eaderonline.co111 



Super Tuesday: 
OVAC boys tourney 
opens this evening 
• Ferry, St. C., Shadyside, Bridgeport all 
hosting championship semi-final games 
By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Editor 

The brackets are set, the coaches have done some preparation 
and it's now time to begin to sort out the OV AC boys basketball 
championship. 

The inaugural Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketball 
Championship opens this evening at local gymnasiums around 
the Ohio Valley. 

The winners in tonight's championship semifinals advance to 
Saturday's title games at Ohio University-Eastern. The champi
onship game schedule opens at IO a.m. with the 1-A final. The 
2-A final follows at I p.m., preceeding the 3-A game at 4 p.m. 
The nightcap finds the 4-A division taking the lloor at 7 p.m. 

IN CLASS I-A,.------------
Weirton Madonna 
earned the top seed 
and will host 
Zanesville 
Rosecrans. The Blue 
Dons defeated the 
Bishops earlier this 
season. 

The Bridgeport 
Bulldogs will host a 
game tonight. Coach 
Donnie Cash's team 
enters the tourna
ment as winners of 
five of their last six. 
They will roll out 
the welcome mats 
for third-seeded 
Valley. 

"We're definitely 
happy to be at 
home," Cash said. 
"That was one of 
our goals and after 
our first game 
against Madonna, 
we sat down and 
told the kids that if 
we wanted to host a 
game we couldn't 
afford anymore loss-
es. and we \Von five 
in a row before los
ing (Friday) to 
Madonna." 

As for the 
Lumberjacks, Cash 
and his trusted staff 
had a chance to wit

CLASS A 
NO, 1 MADONNA 

TUESDAY, 7:30 PM 

NO. 4 ROSECRANS 

NO. 2 BRIDGEPORT 

TUESDAY, 7:30 PM 

NO,JVALLEY 

CLASS AA 
NO. 1 SHADYSIDE 

TUESDAY, 7:30 PM 

NO. 4 STEUB. CC 

NO. 2 FORT FRYE 

TUESDAY, 7:30 PM 

NO. 3 LINSLY 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
SATURDAY, 10;00 AM 

ATOUE 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
SATURDAY, 1:00 P.M. 

ATOUE 

ness them in person a...--------------1 
last week in a game .---------------
at Bishop Donahue. CLASS AAA 

"Valley's a big, 
physical team," 
Cash continued. N0.1MARTINSFERRY 

"We know we're 

TUESDAY, 7:30 PM 
going to have to be 
focused and ready to 
go. We've got to 
take care of our N0.4WHEELINGCC 

business (tonight) 
and then we'll see 
what happens." 

The Bulldogs arc No.2s1.cLA!RSVILLE 

led by senior guard 
Chaz Lindsey and 
classmate Michael 
Bachie who patrols 
the interior. 

TUESDAY, 7:30 PM 

NO. 3 MAGNOLI 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
SATURDAY, 4:00 P.M. 

ATOUE 

"The kids are 
excited about this '--------------....l 
tournament and they c■ 111!!1!!' 1'11 IIUUI 
understand the cha!- Ill lilhllll ll'llffllJIU1I 
lenges that are 
ahead," Cash N0.1WHEELINGPARK 
offered. "I think this 
tournament is a 
good idea because 
you get a chance to 

TUESDAY; 7:30 PM 

decide the champion NO. 4 JOHN MARSHALL 
on the court and not 
just in the stand
ings." 

IN CLASS 2-A, 
the Shadyside Tigers 
used a late surge to 
wrestle the top seed 
away from Fort 
Frye. The Tigers fin-

N0.2WEIR 

TUESDAY, 7:30 PM 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
SATURDAY, 7;00 P.M. 

ATOUE 

ished the regular NO.JINOIANCREEK 

portion of their L..--------------1 
schedule with a 16-2 mark, having lost both of its games to 
Class 3-A entrant Wheeling Central. 

Shadyside head coach Ed Andes knows records and seeds 
mean nothing starting tonight and going for the remainder of the 
season. • 

"It's good to be at home, but it's now a matter of who shows 
up and plays," Andes said. "It's nice to be in a tournament 
atmosphere before the state tournaments begin." 

The Tigers are led by their backcourt. Guards Billy 
Merryman, B.A. Holloway, Jared Andes and Justin Andes are 
more_ than ~!tpable ot'filling it_ up on a_ny night. 
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eOVAC 
Continued from Page B1 

IN CLASS 3-A, the Martins Ferry Purple Riders knocked oft 
the St. Clairsville Red Devils last Wednesday and as it turns out 
that proved to be a battle for the top seed in this class. 

The Riders won the game in impressive fashion _50-34_ and 
then took care of Bellaire on Friday and with those wms claimed 
the top seed in Class 3-A. The Purple Riders' rew~rd? A home 
game against battle-tested Wheehng Central, which comes to 
Tolbert Gymnasium with a 9-6 record. 

"We're playing really well right now," said Ferry head coach 
Jeff Sabatino. "But, I still look at the film and see things that we 
can do better, and I believe we're still improving." 

The Purple Riders stubbed their toe a few weeks ago at 
Lin sly, but have won four in a row since, but now must get ready 
for a team that now little about. 

"We know Central's got great tradition," Sabatino explained. 
"I believe this is a game that either team can win, so we'll have 
lo go out and play hard and well. We know Central's got smart, 
athletic, competitive basketball players." 

The Riders are led by senior point guard Derek Edwards who 
supplies all sorts of energy for his team. He's complemented by 
back-court mates Tony Sabatino and Clay Francis along with 
inside players Josh Bable and Jordan Burress. 

"I like this tournament," Sabatino confessed. "In years' past, 
we would be ready to hang a banner. but this way you have to go 
out and earn it and in this (3-A) tournament, you can't ptck a 
favorite because all four teams are pretty good." 

As for the other half of the 3-A bracket, St. Clairsville waited 
for more than 24 huurs for its fate. The Red Devils took care of 
Edison in its regular-season finale, but had to await the final 
numbers to know if they'd host or go on the road. 

lt turns out, the Red Devils will welcome a talented Magnolia 
squad to Belmont County this evening. 

"Being at home is huge for us," said St. C. head coach Kim 
Clifford, who's guided his team to a 14-4 record thus far. "We 
Feel comfortable at home and our crowd has been great all sea
son. Plus, Magnolia's got to make an hour trip instead of us." 
. The Red Devils' head coach has seen the Blue Eagles and 

notices many similarities between the clubs. 
"It's like a mirror image," Clifford continued. "They might 

have an edge in size, but I think everyone has an edge in size on 
us. They like to drive to the basket and shoot the three with ade
quate post play." 

The Red Devils feed arr the athleticism of seniors Anthony 
Vincent and Dustin Hynes. Senior Michael Bigelow has also 
come up big this season along with post player Derrick Baugh 
and sophomore guard Dan Slavik. Ryan Jarvie and Kaz Pata sup
plv depth. 

• "It should be a heck of a game," Clifford offered. "It's going 
to take a good performance for us to handle them because they 
are really athletic." 

IN CLASS 4-A, red-hot Wheeling Park garnered the top seed 
in Michael Jebbia's second year at the helm of his alma mater. 

The Patriots enter the tournament with a 13-3 record and are 
coming off a double-digit win over powerful Morgantown 
Saturday evening. The Patriots will host John Marshall. It'll be 
the third meeting between the squads and the two could meet 
again in the sectional later this month. 

"We've had some good games with John Marshall already," 
Jebbia said. "We knew going into the tournament style this year 
that there was a chance we could play JM or Brooke four times, 
but I think this (tournament) is a great idea." 

The Patriots and Monarchs have split their two meetings this 
season with each winning on its home court. The Patriots were 
45-40 winners and JM posted a 55-48 victory. 

"We're playing with a lot of confidence right now." Jebbia 
said. "We're shooting and distributing the ball well and our kids 
are the point where they don't care who scores, so it's been a dif
ferent person for us each 1iight." 

In the other side of the bracket. another red-hot club will be in 
action, but it will he on the road. The Indian Creek Redskins set
tled for the third seed and will travel across the river to Weirton 
to meet the Red Riders of Weir High. 

The Redskins have won five in a row and are getting strong 
efforts from guard Mike Smith and post player Jimmy Wood in 
the process. 

As for the Red Riders, they come into the mix with a I 0-5 
record. They own a pair of wins over St. Clairsville already. 
They are led by point guard Pete Brogden who's scoring at u 19-
points per game clip. 

Staskey can he reached at sslaskey@timesleaderonline.com 
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"The kids ure 
excited about this ~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~ 
tournament and they CLASS AAAA 
understand the chal-
1 enge s that arc 
ahead," Cash NO.1WHEEUNGPARK 
offered. "I think this 
tournament is a 
good idea because 
you get a chance to 

TUESOAY;7:lOPM 

decide the chump ion NO., JOHUARSHALL 
on the court and not 
just in the stand
ings.'' 

IN CLASS 2-A, 
the Shadyside Tigers 
used a late surge to 
wrestle the top seed 
away from Fort 

N0.2WEIR 

TUESDAY, 7:30 PM 

Frye. The Tigers fin- NO. l lNDIAN CREEK 
ished the regular 

CHAMPHlNSHIP 
SATURDAY, 7:00 P.M. 

ATOUE 

portion of their._ _____________ _, 

schedule with a I 6-2 mark, having lost both of its games to 
Class 3-A entrant Wheeling Central. 

Shadyside head coach Ed Andes knows records and seeds 
mean nothing starting tonight and going for the remainder of the 
season. 

"It's good to be at home, but it's now a matter of who shows 
up and plays," Andes said. "It's nice to be in a tournament 
atmosphere before the state tournaments begin." 

The Tigers are led by their backcourt. Guards Billy 
Merryman, B.A. Holloway, Jared Andes and Justin Andes are 
more than capable of filling it up on any night. 

"Our offense has gotten better the last couple of games," 
Andes continued. "We're moving the ball a lot better and we're 
playing harder on the defensive end." 

The aforementioned Cadets are the second seed and will roll 
out the red carpets of Beverly for Linsly School, which qualified 
third. Fort Frye is undefeated within the OV AC, having lost to 
Waterford twice and Vincent Warren once. Linsly, meanwhile, 
is I 0-5 and has lost no fewer than three games in overtime this 
season, including verdicts to Shadyside, Martins Ferry and 
Wheeling Central. 

See, OVAC, Page 82 

Our Opinion 

Hoop Spectacle 
THE INAUGURAL Wheeling 

Hospital OV AC Basketball 
Championships have come and 
gone. In the process eight team 
champions -- four girls' and a like 
number of boys' squads -- have been 
crowned. 

The first-time event -- hosted by 
Ohio University Eastern -- ha, been 
met with glowing praise, and an 
appetite for a sporting spectacle 
boasting greater upside. 

The championship tournament 
was the brainchild of OV AC 
Executive Secretaryffreasurer Tom 
Rataiczak and tourney director Rick 
DeLuca, and superbly put in place 
by the tournament committee, com
prised of local and passionate bas-
ketball minds. . 

The tournaments afforded the 
prep hoopsters a stage never avail
able before. enabling them to show
case their individual and team tal
ents. The eight-game extravaganza -
- encompassing two weekends -
turned into a media carnival, expos
ing Ohio Valley basketball to the 
public like never before. Prep play
ers not only displayed their hard
wood talents but also their off-the-

court personalities. 
FOR THE first-time in the glori

ous 60 plus years of the OV AC. 
champions were crowned on the 
basketball court and not on paper. In 
the world of true sportsmanship and 
level playing fields, such a scenario 
is needed. 

Both the girls' and boys' tourneys 
were greeted by large and partisan 
crowds. not surprising in the sports
crazed Ohio Valley. 

The first chapter of what promis
es to be a best-selling work of art 
came to a close with the crowning 
or Shadyside, Bridgeport. Wheeling 
Central and Indian Creek. gaining 
boys' championships this past 
Saturday. Just a week prior. St. John 
Central, Monroe Central. 
Barnesville and Indian Creek cap
tured girls' championships. 

All told, it was two weekends of 
prep hoops never seen before wit
nessed in the Ohio Valley. We com
mend the players and coaches for 
putting on superb performances and 
we tl1ank those involved with the 
OV AC who made the tournaments 
become reality. 
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1 
2; McCte//a'n~af5 ~•to 3; Elck/e~:~ib~ugh 0, 2-3 2 . 

,Smithoa.00. :s ,D-D2;De& i' • S:Tota/a· 12 • ·02;Mont8 ' 
WOOd 4, 10-11 18· TV1Jtro o, 2-4 2; ao:' a o, 0-0 O; Smith 4 isB-13 35. INDtAN 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Sunoco & 
Carry Out 

401 Main St. 
Bridgeport, Ohio 

74o-635-9910 
Congrats Irish! 

OVAC A CHAMPIONS 
ST. JOHN FIGHTING IRISH 

CONGRATULATIONS 
LADY IRISH FROM ... 

ST. JOHN 
CENTRAL 

GRADE 
SCHOOL 

350-3711, Street, Bellaire 

740-676-2620 
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WHEELING HOSPITAL OVAC Boys' BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Photo by Joel Joseph • 
Shadyside's BUiy Merryman is guarded by 
Linsiy's DeMarr Moulton during action of 
their game Saturday. 

Shadyside 
Wins OT 
Thriller 
Tigers, Cadets put on an 
instant classic at OUE 

By JOSH STROPE 
StalT Writer 

Wh,:,n i.::h.-,rlv.-iAa ,.,..,1 l ;.,.,.J,, .....,,,f f,._ ,,,, 

Photo by i\fike l\Iathlson 
John Marshall's Justin Eikleberry pulls down a rebound in front of Indian 

1 Creek's Jim Wood, left, dnrlng action of their OVAC Oass AAAA champi
onship game Saturday at Ohio University-Eastern. Indian Creek won, 40-35. 

Tnrli~n rrPPk llolil~ 

Photo by Joel Joseph 
Bridgeport's Mike Bachle pulls down a 
rebound in front of John McCune, left, 
during their Class A game Saturday. 

Bridgeport 
1 Gets Back 
, AtMadonna 

Bulldogs gain first OV AC 
championship in 25 years 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The News-Register c~- fl..- n.-:...1----- r, .• ,, .. ___ ._._ .. ,,. , •• 



Tigers, caaets put on an 
instant classic at OUE 

By JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

When Shadyside and Linsly met Jan. 22, 
the Tigers escaped with a 66-65 victory in an 
overtime thriller. 
. When the two got to~ether for the rematch 

Saturday at Ohio University-Eastern, the 
question was simple: What could be done for 
encore? 

Throw iO two more 
Class AA overtimes, buzzer-beating 

shots. heartbreaking miss
es, controversial calls. and 

an OV AC championship and you have what 
will be an instant classic in a game to be 
remembered for years to come. 

John Marshall's Justin Eikleberry pulls down a rebound In front of lndlan 
Creek's Jim Wood, left, during action of their OVAC Class AAAA cbampi
onsWp game Saturday at OWo University-Eastern. Indlan Creek won, 40-35. 

Indian Creek Holds 
Off John Marshall 
Redskins boys match 
girls' team with a 
victory against JM 

By SHAWN RINE 
OWo Sports Editor 

Class_AAAA 

Redskins teammates heard the doubters. 
So they did the only thing they could -
they proved they belonged on the court 

The Tigers were the fortunate team to , 
come out on top in this marathon contest, 
winning the Class AA championship with a 
69-64, three-overtime victory against the 
Cadets. 

"We have five seniors and plus the rest of 
our team, they just never qmt," Shadyside 
coach Ed Andes said. • 

OK, raise your hand if you expected 
Indian Creek to be playing in Saturday 

1 night's Wheeling Hospital OV AC Class 
AAAA Boys' basketball championship 
on the campus of Ohio University-East
ern. 

Jim Wood scored 18 points and 
Smith tacked on 13 as the Redskins 
(15-5) held John Marshall (11-7) to 14 
points in the second half on their way to 
a 40-35 victory and an improbable con
ference crown. 

The boys joined their female counter
parts, who won the 4-A girls title last 
Saturday, ironically enough against John 
Marshall. · 

See. Tigers, Page B2 
Anybody? 
Michael Smith and the rest of his See, Indian Creek, Page B4 

Bulldogs gain first OV AC 
championship in 25 years 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For Tbe News-Register 

For the Bridgeport Bulldogs, the third time 
was the charm. 

After dropping two ver- Cl A 
diets to Weirton Madonna, 8SS 
including the final game of 
the regular season a little more than a week 
~o, the Bulldogs entered the Wheeling Hos
pital OV AC Basketball Champiooship look
mg to make amends. 

And Saturday afternoon at Ohio Universi
ty-Eastern, revenge was taken by the Bull
dogs by way ofa 49-37 victory. 

With the revenge, Bridgeport got even 
more than that. The victory gives the Bull
dogs the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Championship for the first time since 198 3. 

"Titis is a great feeling," Bridgeport coach 
Donnie Cash said. "Before we left the gym 
(Saturday), I made the kids walk past the tro
phy case and look at that 1983 trophy and 
told them it would be great to put another one 
in the case. It had been 25 years, so it was 
long overdue." 

See, Bridgeport, Page B3 

Wheeling Central Prevails 
• Wheeling 

Central's Shane 
Phillips, left, 

looks to get past 
St. Clalr5'1lle's 

Dan Slavik 
during action of 

their OV AC Class 
AAA title game 

Saturday at Ohio 
University

Eastern. The 
Maroon Knights 

captured their 
third consecutive 

OV AC title and 
19th overall with 
a 58-50 triumph 
against the Red 

Devils. 

Photo by Joel Joseph 

Maroon Knights win their 
third OV AC title in a row 

By NICK BEDW A Y 
For the News-Register 

With the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Class AAA boys' basketball championship on 
the line. two Wheeling Central Catholic sopho
mores stepped up and made the biggest shots of 
their still-young careers Saturday afternoon at 
Ohio University-Eastern. 

After second-seeded St. Clairsville ( 15-5) 
had whittled the Maroon Knights' lead from I 0 
points to two midway through the fourth quar
ter, Brian Sorge found himself all alone on the 
left wing and dido 't hesitate to drain a trifecta, 
pushing the Central advantage to 44-39. 

It was still a five-point game, 46-4 I, at the 
2:3 I mark when Zach Hood decided to launch 
his 3-pointer from the right side in front of the 
Maroon Knights bench. The ball whistled clean
ly through the twine and all but settled the issue 
as Wheeling Central went on from there to 
defeat the Red Devils 58-50 in what was a 
physical. no-holds-barred, bump-and-grind con
test from start to finish. 

"They may be sophomores class-wise, but 
both those kids have played a lot of basketball. 

Class AAA 

and they expect to make those kind of shots," 
pointed out Mel Stephens, Wheeling Central's 
coach. 

In Sarge's.case, that certainly was true. He 
has been the first guard off the Maroon Knights' 
bench since the outset of the season. Hood's 
playing time until recently was mainly with the 
Jayvee team, where he did have the opportunity 
to display his potential as a 3-point threat With 
Central in serious foul trouble late in the game, 
Stephens didn't have any hesitation about hav
ing either Sorge or Hood on the floor at crunch 
time. 

"Our bench has come through for us all 
year," Stephens said. "(Saturday night) we had 
Alex (Peluchette), Cory (McK.itrick) and Cody 
(Koehler) with four fouls in the fourth quarter, 
but we had some other kids come in and give us 
some important minutes." 

The victory clinched a third straight OV AC 
divisional championship for Wheeling Central, 
(12-6), but it was the first time it had the 
opportunity to win a pennant on the court. •. 

In past years an oft-discussed ratings system 
was used to determine the conference champi-

See, Central, Page B2 
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In past years an oft-dis
cussed ratmgs system was 
used to detennine conference 
champions. On Saturday, 
both Stephens and St. 
Clairsville coach Kim Clif
ford were delighted to have 
their teams in the finals of the 
inaugural Wheeling Hospital 
OV AC Championship Tour
nament 

"Actually, we were extra 
happy just to get into the tour
nament," Stephens said. 

The Maroon Knights went 
on a road trip last week 
believing· that even if they 
won a game at Charleston 
Catholic it might not have 
been enough for. his kids to 
hold off Union Local for the 
fourth spot. But they edged 
out the Jets by the narrowest 
of margins and took full 
advantage of the opportunity 
to bring home the I 9th overall 
OVAC boys' basketball 
crown iii school history. 

"We felt if we could just 
get in, we would be able to 
compete with St Clairsville, 
Martins Ferry and Magnolia 
This is the only way to decide 
the championship," Stephens 
insisted. "We had our work 
cut out winning at Martins 
Ferry on Wednesday night 
and this was another great 
game. St. Clairsville has a 
quick; aggressive and athletic 
team. We knew it would be a 
physical game and that's the 
way it turned out 

Although the Red Devils 
came up on the short end of 
the scoreboard, Oifford was 
every bit as enthusiastic about 
havmg the issue decided in 
this fashion. 

"We certainly are in favor 
of doing it this way," be said. 
"The big crowd helped to 
make for a great atmosphere. 
It was a pretty physical game 
and our kids gave a great 
effort. Our hats are off to 
them, they made the plays 
when they needed to at the 
end.'' 

With both teams playing 
strong defense, points were 
hard to come by, especially in 
the first half. But Ibis kind of 
game is nothing new for 
Wheeling Central and its loyal 
fans. During the first four 
games of their current five
game winning streak, the 
Maroon Kni$hts had held 
each or their opponents 
under 50 points. The Red ..,.. __ :, .... , . -• . . 

early margin. 
McKitrick, fouled while 

attempting a putback of his 
own missed shot to open the 
second quarter, knocked in 
both free throws giving the 
Mamon Knights a 14-6 cush
ion. St Clairsville battled back 
to within I 5-13 after a nice 
hoop and harm play from 
Hynes with 3:49 remruning in 
the half. 

However, McKitrick 
deposited two points in the 
Central bunk with a hook shot 
to start a 7-0 run that also fea
tured two free throws by 
Peluchette, plus three points 
from Koehler on a foul shot 
and his leaping tip-in from the 
backside. 

Michael Bigelow countered 
with four points for St. 
Clairsville only to see Sorge 
extend the lead out to 24-1 7 
with a sweet feed to Koehler 
that resulted in a layup. 
Blfelow, finishing off a six
pomt quarter for himself, had 
a stickback goal ahead of the 
buzzer that sent the Red Dev
ils off tbe court down 29-24. 

The usually high-scoring 
Anthony Vincent, who was 
shut out in the first half as he 
missed six bucket attempts, 
broke his personal scoring ice 
with a drive inside at the out
set of the third quarter. The 
hoop made it a three-point 
game. But every time St. 
ClairsviIIe came within a 
bucket or two of tying the 
score, Long heI11ed Central 
keep the Red Devils.at bay. 

The junior wingman col
lected seven of his JO points 
in the third round. hii4Ilighted 
by a pretty slasfi move 
through the defense for a 
layup. Before the third quarter 
buzzer sounded, the 6-foot-4 
McKitrick, stationed on the 

. right wing, drove to the basket 
for a Iayu8 putting Central 
aheadbyl at41-31. 

"I saw an opening and I 
took it," McKitrick said, 
breaking into a smile when 
asked if he was trying to imi
tate Long's flashy moves to 
the hoop. 

-St Clairsville wasn't ready 
to !brow in the towel and Vin
cent gave the Belmont County 
school fans seated among the 
large crowd some hope with a 
rainbow 3-pointer to start the 
fourth quarter. The Red Devils 
also showed Ibey could play 
some terrific defense and 
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• Beallsville's Contos Comes Up Big 
Reserve hits 
huge 3-pointer 
in final minutes 

By KIM NORTH 
For the News-Register 

It just might go down as one 
of the biggest comebacks in 
Beallsville girls' basketball his
tory. 

Saturday afternoon at Union 
Local High School in Morris
town, the Blue Devils found 
themselves locked .in a fight 
with Coach Tina Yates' youth
ful Shadyside squad. 

The visitors played a near
perfect first half iri rolling to a 
27-15 advantage. 

However, when the dust had 
settled after tbe final 16 min
utes, the Blue Devils of Coach 
Terry Jarrett had rallied for a 
thrill-packed, 49-44 decision 
before a boisterous crowd to 
move on in Ohio Division JV 
Sectional Tournament action. 

"We found a way to step up 
and win," said Jarrett, whose 
I 5-6 team will face Frontier, a 
winner against Zanesville Rose
crans. That contest will be 
Wednesday at UL. 

"I've got to give the girls all 
the credit," he said. 

"They're tbe ones out there 
playin~. so they deserve all the 
credit m the world." 

Beallsville started its miracu
lous comeback when it turned 
up the defensive tenacity. 

The Blue Devils' full-court 
pressure forced the Tigers into 
numerous second-half 
turnovers, including eight in the 
fateful fourth quarter. 

"We kind of went nuts 
there," Yates pointed out "I 
thought we've done pretty well 
most of the season against tbe 
press, but today it (the basket
ball) was a hot J?Otato and we 
couldn't get nd of it fast 
enough.'' 

Trailing 32-24 with just 8 
minutes remaining in their sea
son, the Devils ignited for 25 
fourth-Jl"riod points, capped by 
an unlikely performance from 
junior Brandy Contos. 

With her team down 42-37 
and just under 2 minutes left, 
the 5-foot- I I guard knocked 
down an all-important bonus 
goal from the far left corner 
while being intentionally 
fouled. She meshed the first 

Photo b1 Joel Jo.,epb BeallsvWe's Savannah Burke readies a shot as Shadyslde's Laken Gibson (24) slides over to defend during their Ohlo Division IV sectional title Saturday at Morristown. 

you'll have games like that" there in the fourth quarter that 
However, had it not been for everyone is behind you. You foul trouble on the Blue Devils' can hear them right there." 

backcourt, Contos might not The future is bright for the 
have even been in that position. Lady Ti11ers as they only had 

"You never from game to three semors on tbe roster. 
game how it is going to "The young kids are going turnout," Jarrett said of the foul to defimtely work and they problems.· don't quit," said Yates, whose 

"Brandy is a great young team finished at 10-1 I. 
lady and she came through for Frontier 56, Rosecrans 42 us today." Mallory Hoff's 17 points Jarrett also credited the was enough to spark Frontier 
BeaIIsville following for not. (15-6) past Zanesville Rosegiving op on the girls. crans (7-14 ). Megan Rinard 

"We've got a great commu- added 1 I points for the oily. I don't care whether it is Cougars and freshman Heather 
football, basketball. whatever it Booth added nine. 
is. These people, they did. Caldwell 55, Bridgeport 42 

"They stayed with us today Amanda Connell scored a when half of them could've left season-high 20 points and Kris
at halftime. A lot of team's fans ten Nau added I 4 as Caldwell will do that, but not ours, they (9-12) beat Bridgeport 
stick with us. Rachel Benda led the Bull-

"That' s a big inspiration. I dogs (I 1-10) with 14 points and even told the girls at a timeout Stephanie Bommer added 12. 

Bellaire SL John 40, River 36 
Sara Wamsley netted 14 

points and Kylie Kidder added 
1 I as top-seeded BeIIaire St. 
John escaped with a victory 
against upset-minded River. 

The Pilots were led by 18 
points from Erica Williams and 
I I from Laighnell Roberts. 

Ohlo Division II Sectlonlll 
Edison 34, East Liverpool 26 

GNADENHUTTEN, Ohio 
- Holly Carson scored 10 
points and Emily Pollack added 
eight rebounds and six steals to 
go with her four points as Edi
son edged East Liverpool 

Mason Dixon 
Night or Champions 

Cameron53 
Morgantown Trinity 29 

At Pine Grove, Shelby Wood 
scored 12 points, Alyssa Hager 
added I I and Sunni Hartley 
totaled JO as Cameron bested 
Morgantown Trinity in the 
Mason Dixon Night of Champi
ons title tilt 

Bishop Donahue 48 
Clks. Notre Dame 43 

Lexi Yurisko scored IO of 
her I 2 points in the fourth quar
ter as Bishop Donahue came 
back against Clarksburg Notre 
Dame. 

Krista Bittengle added I 2 
p<?ints and Lacey Hampton fin
ished with JO. 

Valley 43, Clay-Battelle 37 
Sammy Frye erupted for a 

season-high 20 points as Valley 
defeated C!ay-Batteile (7-13). 

Hnndred 53, Paden City 32 
Mary Devaul totaled 16 

points and Chelsea Kulm added 
11 as Hundred (9-11) defeated 
Paden City. 

Allie Bertozzi led the wild
cats with I 2 points. 

Regular Season 
East Falnnont 59, Brooke 42 

At Wellsburg, Kayla Cutrone 
and Alex Martin each yosted 
double-doubles, scoring 7 and 
JO points and grabbing 12 and 
11 rebounds, respectively, but 
it wasn't enough as the Bruins 
feII to East Fairmont 

Boys 
Charleston Catholic 69 
Tyler Consolidated 41 

CHARLESTON - Zach 
Perkey scored I 7 points and 
Ryan Summers added 16 in a 
loss to Charleston Catholic. 

INailers Fall on the Road to Gwinnett I 



me cnampmnsmp, - ~iepnens 
insisted. "We had our work 
cut out winning at Martins 
Ferry on Wednesday night 
and this was another great 
game. St. Clairsville has a 
quick; aggressive and athletic 
team. We knew it would be a 
physical game and that's the 
way it turned out 

Although the Red Devils 
came up on the short end of 
the scoreboard, Clifford was 
every bit as enthusiastic about 
having the issue decided in 
this fashion. 

"We certainly are in favor 
of doing it this way," he said. 
"The big crowd helped to 
make for a great atmosphere. 
It was a pretty physical game 
and our kids gave a great 
effort. Our hats are off to 
them, they made the plays 
when they needed to at the 
end.'' 

With both teams playing 
strong defense, points were 
hard to come by, especially in 
the first half. But this kind of 
game is nothing new for 
Wheeling Central and its loyal 
fans. During the first four 
games of their current five
game winning streak, the 
Maroon Kni~hts had held 
each or their opponents 
under 50 points. The Red 
Devils didn't reach that level 
until 17 ticks remained when 
Dustin Hynes dmined a Jong
distance 3-pointer from the 
top of the key. 

Because its lack of size 
sometimes makes it difficult 
to match up inside against 
taller opponents, St. 
Clairsville has come to rely 
on its 3-point shooters. 
Against Central, however, 
the Red Devils couldn't find 
the range from the perimeter, 
hitting 2 of 18 attempts from 
3-point range. This forced 
them lo take the ball into the 
teeth of the Central defense 
where they found just eno.ugh 
success to get back in the 
game. . 

"Our kids showed a lot of 
heart,'' Clifford said. 

"But it's tough to win 
when you can't throw the 
leather in the basket.'' 

For the game, the Red Dev
ils were I 7 of 50 from the 
floor and they also had several 
crucial misses at the foul line 
in the second half. 

With St. Clairsville shoot
ing 3-for-l 5 in the opening 
quarter, Central was able to 
bounce out to a 12-6 lead in a 
game in which the Maroon 
Knights never tmiled. 

D'Onte Long drove inside 
and dropped the ball off to 
Koehler for the opening two 
points. This was followed by a 
McKitrick one-hander from 
short range that upped the 
count to 4-0. The Red Devils 
knntteci the score nn Rvan 

Amnony vmcem, wno was 
shut out in the first half as he 
missed six bucket attempts, 
broke his personal scoring ice 
with a drive inside at the out
set of the third quarter. The 
hoop made it a three-point 
game. But every time St. 
Clairsville came within a 
bucket or two of tying the 
score, Long heleed Central 
keep the Red Dev!ls.at bay. 

The junior wingman col
lected seven of his ID points 
in the third round, highhghted 
by a pretty slash move 
through the defense for a 
layup. Before the third quarter 
buzzer sounded, the 6-foot-4 
McKitrick, stationed on the 

. right wing, drove to the basket 
for a layup putting Central 
ahead by ID at 41-3 I. 

"I saw an opening and I 
took it," McKitrick said, 
breaking into a smile when 
asked if he was trying to imi
tate Long's flashy moves to 
the hoop. 

-St Clairsville wasn't ready 
to throw in the towel and Vin
cent gave the Belmont County 
school fans seated among the 
large crowd some hope with a 
rainbow 3-pointer to start the 
fourth quarter. The Red Devils 
also showed they could play 
some terrific defense and 
forced the Knights into a 
series of turnovers that even
tually saw St Clairsville move 
within three at 41-3 8 foll<;,w
ing a Hynes I 0-footer from 
the baseline. 

A few seconds later, Hynes 
drew a foul and made I of 2 
shots on this trip to the line, 
reducing the deficit to 41-39. 

But then Sorge came 
through with his jumper that 
broke the back of the Red 
Devil rally. 

"When you are trying to 
trap the ball on defense, 
you're going to give some
thing up," Clifford said. 

"The two guys that got free 
for those 3-pointers were 
probably the ones we wanted 
to see shoot in both situations. 
To their credit, they made 
them. 

Both sides had three dou
ble-figure scorers. St. 
Clairsville's offense included 
12 points from Hynes, 11 
from Bigelow and IO points 
by Derrick Baugh, who also 
collected seven of the Red 
Devils' 22 rebounds. 

Central, which shot an 21 
of 3 7 from the floor, was led 
by McKitrick's 15 points. 
Peluchette and Long added I 0 
tallies each. 

••• Wheeling Hospital OVAC Class AAA 
Championship Game 

(at Ohio University Eastern! 
Wheeling Central 58, St. Clairsville 50 

W- Phillips 1-5 4-4 6; Peluchette 4-
5 2·2 10; McKitrick 5-8 5-7 15;.long 4-7 
2-3 10; Koehler 4-4 1·2 9; Joseph 1·3 O
D 2; Sorge 1-3 0-0 3; Weishar CJ.1 0-0 O; 
Ho(!._d 1-1~-03; T~t~!s:.,_ 2]-~7.~4-18 ~8:_ 

J. :,-o ieam wm race t'ronuer~ a 
winner against Zanesville Rose
crans. That contest will be 
Wednesday at UL. 

"I've got to give the girls all 
the credit," he said. 

"They're the ones out there 
playing, so they deserve all the 
credit in the world.'' 

Beallsville started its miracu
lous comeback when it turned 
up the defensive tenacity. 

The Blue Devils' full-court 
pressure forced the Tigers into 
numerous second-half 
turnovers, including eight in the 
fateful fourth quarter. 

"We kind of went nuts 
there," Yates pointed out "I 
thought we've done pretty well 
most of the season against the 
press, but today it (the basket
ball) was a hot potato and we 
couldn't get rid of it fast 
enough." 

Trailing 32-24 with just 8 
minutes remaining in therr sea
son, the Devils ignited for 25 
fourth-r.eriod points, capped by 
an unhkely performance from 
junior Brandy Contos. 

With her team down 42-37 
and just under 2 minutes left, 
the 5-foot-11 guard knocked 
down an all-important bonus 
goal from the far left corner 
while being intentionally 
fouled. She meshed the first 
free throw, but the second 
failed to leave the count at 42-
4 I in favor of the Tigers with 
I :48 on the clock. 

Because of the intentional 
foul, the Blue Devils regained 
possession and Kristin Lallatl1in 
found Alyssa Headley inside 
and she converted to give 
Beallsville its first lead since 
13-11 early in the second quar
ter. Beallsville never trailed 
again. 

"It was definitely a turning 
point," said Yates of the play. 
"I thought it was on a box out, 
but I guess not. It made the dif
ference there.'' 

Contos connected on 4 of 4 
free throws down the stretch 
and Headley tacked on two 
more for good measure. 

"She did what we needed 
her to do at the line," Jarrett 
said of Contos' effort. "We 
were terrible from the line and 

TIGERS 
Collfinued from page BI 

"There were times Linsly 
had us and they battled back 
and it was just a great team 
victory. 

"We were hoping it would
n't go that far, but we figured 
it was going to come down to 
winning by just one point. We 
have a very good ballclub with 
a lot of kids that can score. We 
knew it was going to come 
down to who was going to be 
on top by one." 

For Shnrfv,;.irlP: it w:1,;. nnP of 

Photo by Joel Joseph 
Beallsville's Savannah Burke readies a shot as Shadyside's 
Laken Gibson (24) slides over to defend during their Ohio 
Division IV sectional title Saturday at Morristown. 

you'll have games like that." 
However, had it not been for 

foul trouble on the Blue Devils' 
backcourt, Contos might not 
have even been in that position. 

"You never from game to 
game how it is going to 
turnout," Jarrett said of the foul 
problems.· 

"Brandy is a great young 
lady and she came through for 
us today." 

Jarrett also credited the 
Beallsville following for not . 
giving up on the girls. 

"We've got a great commu
nity. I don't care whether it is 
football, basketball, whatever it 
is. These people, they did. 

"They stayed with us today 
when half of them could've left 
at halftime. A lot of team's fans 
will do that, but not ours, they 
stick with us. 

"That's a big inspiration. I 
even told the girls at a timeout 

there in the fourth quarter that 
everyone is behind you. You 
can hear them right there.'' 

The future is bright for the 
Lady Tigers as they only had 
three seniors on the roster. 

"The young kids are going 
to definitely work and they 
don't quit," said Yates, whose 
team finished at I 0-11. 

Frontier 56, Rosecrans 42 
Mallory Hoff's 17 points 

was enough to spark Frontier 
( 15-6) past Zanesville Rose
crans (7-14). Megan Rinard 
added 11 points for the 
Cougars and freshman Heather 
Booth added nine. 

Caldwell 55, Bridgeport 42 
Amanda Connell scored a 

season-high 20 points and Kris
ten Nau added 14 as Caldwell 
(9-12) beat Bridgeport 

Rachel Benda led the Bull
dogs (I I-ID) with 14 points and 
Stephanie Bommer added 12. 

u.,~ UJ .L.O•.>HUf~ .._.,UUUUU'-' ... uu,-., 

back against Clarksburg Notre 
Dame. 

Krista Bittengle added I 2 
points and Lacey Hampton fin
ished with JO. 

Valley 43, Clay-Battelle 37 
Sammy Frye erupted for a 

season-high 20 points as Valley 
defeated Clay-Battelle (7-13). 
• Hundred 53, Paden City 32 

Mary Devaul totaled I 6 
points and Chelsea Kuhn added 
11 as Hundred (9-11) defeated 
Paden City. 

Allie Bertozzi led the wild
cats with 12 points. 

Regular Season 
EastFalrmont59,Brooke42 

At Wellsburg, Kayla Cutrone 
and Alex Martin each posted 
double-doubles, scoring I 7 and 
ID points and grabbing 12 and 
11 rebounds, respectively, but 
it wasn't enough as the Bruins 
fell to East Fairmont. 

Boys 
Charleston Catholic 69 
Tyler Consolidated 41 

CHARLESTON - Zach 
Perkey scored I 7 points and 
Ryan Summers added 16 in a 
loss to Charleston Catholic. 

Nailers Fall on the Road to Gwinnett 
DULUTH, Ga - Things 

looked good for the Wheeling 
Nailers' after Joe Guenther's 
unassisted goal 2:46 into the 
second period, his sixth of the 
season. • 

That goal came 23 seconds 
after Kevin Croxton's 16th 
goal of the season tied the 
score with Gwinnett at 1-1 
only 2:23 in. 

But Nailers' goaltender 
Curtis Darling can only with
stand so much as the Gladia
tors unleashed 26 shots on 
Darling in the second period, 
58 for the game, as the Gladi
ators came back for a 5-3 vic
tory. 

After Gwinnett retook the 
lead on a Ryan Mahrle 
power-play goal in the sec
ond, the Gladiators pushed 
their lead to 4-2 with a Mike 
Hamilton goal with five sec-

was long and Jared Andes iced 
the game with two free throws 
- going 4-for-4 from the foul 
line and 2-for-2 from the floor 
in the third overtime. 

"He stepped it up at the end 
and other kids stepped it up 
throughout the game," Coach 
Andes said. 

For the Cadets, it was anoth
er heartbreaking loss. 

"We play tough teams," 
Linsly coach Mark Dodd said. 
"'\Vt> n1nv a sehf'.rlnlf'. thnt Wf>: 

onds to go in the period. 
Wheeling cut the lead to 

one when B.J. Radovich tal
lied his second goal of the 
season. on assists from Crox
ton and Guenther 3:44 into 
the third. But the Naileis 
could gerno closer. 

Andy Brandt scored his 
11th of the season on an 
empty net with I :0 I remhln
ing in regulation to seal the 
deal. 

The Nailers take on South 
Carolina today before travel
ing to Charlotte to take on the 
Checkers on Tuesday. 

••• Gwinnett 5, Wheeling 3 
Wheeling 0 2 1-3 
Gwinnett 1 3 1 - 5 

F'll'Sf:Period 
Scaring - 1. Gwinnett, M. Hamilton 

!15) fM, Anderson) 12:13; Penalties - V. 
Slivchenko Whl (hooking - minor 55.2) 
1:35, J. Sitko Gwt !high-sticking - minor 
60.2) 6:12, M. Hamilton Gwt !tripping -
minor 57.2) 7:24, J. Chwedoruk Whl 
(roughing - minor 51.2) 8:25, J. Sitko Gwt 

door no matter whether it is 
the first dribble into that pos
session or whether it takes four 
or five.'' 

Linsly had a foul to give and 
took it with .6 remaining on 
the clock. • 

Justin Andes somehow got 
behind the defense and caught 
the ball for a quick - and 
open - layup attempt, but the 
ball bounced off the rim and 
fell to the court. 

''What we ciici was the 

{roughing - minor 51.2) 8:25, T. Spencer 
Whl (cross-checking minor 59.21 11:52, 

•M. Stoesz Gwt (roughin1;1 - minor 51.2) 
11:52. C. Denny Gwt !tripping - minor 
57.2113:23 

Second Period 
Scoring - 2. Wheeling, ~ Croxton (16) 

!B. Radovich, C. Brooks) 2:23 3. Wheel
ing, J. Guenther (6) 2:46 4. Gwinnett, M. 
Stoesz (41 IB. Busniuk, S. MacRae) 12:45 
5. -Gwinnett, A. Mahrle 12) (T. Pospisil, S. 
MacRae) 14:16 PP 6. Gwinnett, M. Hamll
ton (16) IA. Brandt) 19:55 Penalties - J. 
Chwedoruk Whl (hooking - minor 55.2) 
3:01, V. Slivchenko Whl (hooking - minor 
55.2) 5:35, B. Radovich Whl (hooking -
minor 55.2) 8:04, T. Spencer Whl !hold
ing - minor 54.21 13:25, G. Pisellini Whl 
(fighting - major 47.13) 20:00, M. Hamil
ton Gwt (fighting - major 47.13) 20:00 

Third Period 
Scoring- 7. Wheeling, B. Radovich (21 

(K. Croxton, J. Guenther! 3:44 B. Gwin
nett, A. Brandt (11) (M. Hamilton, J. 
Milam) 18:59 EN; Penalties - M. Byrnes 
Whl (holding - minor 54.2) 4:13, A. 
Boogaard Whl (holding • minor 54.2) 
8:43, A. Sawruk Gwt (hooking - minor 
55.2) 11:53, M. Anderson Gwt !tripping_
minor57.2) 14:28 

Shots on Goal: Wheeling 7-8-12-27; 
Gwinnett21-2&11-5a • 

Power Play: Wheeling 0-5; Gwinnett 
1-7 

Goaltenders: Wheeling Darling 5-11-
0-1 (43 saves); Kowalski 17-5-0-1 (24 
saves). 

game," Dodd said. "It was a 
great high school basketball 
game. The players played their 
butts off. There was heart, 
intensity, effort, desire, it was 
all there. 

"It could equate to the 
Final Four in college basket
ball. It was a bunch of men 
playing their hearts out and 
that is what high school bas
ketball is all about. 

"The fans in the stands 
were trr.ateci (Satnrcinv) mom-



liecause its tack ot size 
sometimes makes it difficult 
to match up inside against 
taller . opponents, St. 
Clairsville has come to rely 
on its 3-point shooters. 
Against Central, however, 
the Red Devils couldn't find 
the range from the perimeter, 
hittin,g 2 of 18 attempts from 
3-pomt range. This forced 
them 10 take the ball into the 
teeth of the Central defense 
where they found jnst enough 
success to get back in the 
game. 

"Our kids showed a lot of 
heart," Clifford said. 

"But it's tough to win 
when you can't throw the 
leather m the basket" 

For the game, the Red Dev
ils were I 7 of 50 from the 
floor and they also had several 
crucial misses at the foul line 
in the second half. 

With St Clairsville shoot
ing 3-for-15 in the opening 
quarter, Central was able to 
bounce out to a 12-6 lead in a 
game in which the Maroon 
Knights never trailed. 

D'Onte Long drove inside 
and dropped the ball off to 
Koehler for the opening two 
points. This was followed by a 
McKitrick one-hander from 
short range that upped the 
count to 4-0. The Red. Devils 
knotted the score on Ryan 
Jarvie' s baseline drive that 
resulted in a layup. But Long 
went up high and hit a swisher 
from underneath, followed by 
another inside hoop from 
Koehler to restore Central's 

me oaseune. 
A few seconds later, Hynes 

drew a foul and made I of 2 
shots on this trip to the line, 
reducing the deficit to 41-39. 

But then Sorge came 
through with his jumper that 
broke the back of the Red 
Devil rally. 

"When you are trying to 
trap the ball on defense, 
you're going to give some
thing up," Clifford said. 

'"The two guys that got free 
for those 3-pointers were 
probably the ones we wanted 
to see shoot in both situations. 
To their credit, they made 
them. 

Both sides had three dou
ble-figure scorers. St. 
Clairsville' s offense included 
12 points from Hynes, 11 
from Bi,gelow and 10 points 
by Demck Baugh, who also 
collected seven of the Red 
Devils' 22 rebounds. 

Central, which shot an 2 I 
of 3 7 from the floor, was led 
by McKitrick's 15 points. 
Peluchette and Long added 10 
tallies each. 

••• Whuling Hospltal OVAC Class AAA 
ChampkmshlpGame 

lat Ohla Unfvwsfty Euteml 
Wheellng Cantnl 68, SL CoJ,mJle 68 

W - Philllp, 1-5 4-.t 6; Peluchette 4-
5 2-2 10; McKJtric:k 5-8 5-7 15;.Lon-g 4-7 
2-3 10; Koahler 4-4 1-2 9; Jo,eph 1-3 0-
0 2; Sorge 1-3 0-0 3; Welsher 0-1 0-0 O; 
Hood 1-10-03; Totals: 21-37 14-18 58. 

S - Vincent 2-12 3-6 B; Hynes 4-10 
3-5 12; Blgetow 2---4 7-8 11; Baugh 5-7 0-
2 10; Slavik 0-6 0-0 O; Jarvi-a 2-9 0-0 4; 
Pate 0-0 1-2 1; Skrsbak 2-2 0-0 4: 
Totals: 17-60 U-23 SO. 

3-pt. goals: Sorge, Hood; Vlnc11t1t, 

~g Central 12 12 17 17 - 58 
SL Cainrile 6 13 12 19 - 50 

f)_ 11.t Wt I liOODfiEAR SfGoodriclJ ~- ifi)'\'!ilfl 

110% PRICE GUARANTEE 

Chevrolet 

@. 
BUICK,'_ 

( 
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possession and Kristin Lallathin 
found Alyssa Headley inside 
and she converted to give 
Beallsville its first lead since 
I 3-11 early in the second quar
ter. Beallsville never trailed 
again. 

"It was definitely a turning 
P.';int," said Yates of the play. 
'I thought it was on a box out, 

but I guess not It made the dif
ference there." 

Contos connected on 4 of 4 
free throws down the stretch 
and Headley tacked on two 
more for good measure. 

"She did what we needed 
her to do at the line," Jarrett 
said of Contos' effort. "We 
were terrible from the line and 

TIGERS 
Continued from page BI 

"There were times Linsly 
had us and they battled back 
and it was just a great team 
victory. 

"We were hoping it would
n't go that far, but we figured 
it was going to come down to 
winning by just one point. We 
have a very good ballclub with 
a lot of kids that can score. We 
knew it was going to come 
down to who was going to be 
on top by one." 

For Shadyside, it was one of 
those seniors - Jared Andes 
- that become the first hero 
in the history of the .OV AC 
Boys' Basketball Champi
onships. 

With the game tied at 57-57 
going into the third overtime, 
Linsly's Taylor Cecil got the 
scoring started with a bucket, 
but Jared Andes connected on 
a 3-pointer to put the Tigers 
(18-2) up one. 

After a CJ. Goodwin bucket 
gave Linsly the lead back, 
Jared Andes again answered 
his counterpart with another 3-
pointer. 

Cody Campbell missed a 
jumper on the other end. Jared 
Andes recovered the ball and 
was sent to the line after a 
foul. 

He knocked down the free 
throws to put Shadyside up 
four. 

Linsly (11-7) cut the lead to 
one with a minute remaining 
after 3-pointer by Campbell. 

Dylan Kimble was next up 
at line and despite stepping to 
the line only 15 times during 
the season, coolly converted 
both attempts to stretch the 
Tigers' lead to three with 46 
seconds JeQ 

Linsly's last-ditch effort 
failed as Campbell's 3-pointer 

season. 
That goal came 23 seconds 

after Kevin Croxton's I 6th 
goal of the season tied the 
score with Gwinnett at 1-1 
only 2:23 in. 

But Nailers' goaltender 
Curtis Darling can only with
stand so much as the Gladia
tors unleashed 2 6 shots on 
Darling in the second period, 
58 for the game, as the Gladi
ators came back for a 5-3 vic
tory. 

After Gwinnett retook the 
lead on a Ryan Mahrle 
power-play goal in the sec
ond, the Gladiators pushed 
their lead to 4-2 with a Mike 
Hamilton goal with. five sec-

was long and Jared Andes iced 
the game with two free throws 
- going 4-for-4 from the foul 
line and 2-for-2 from the floor 
in the third overtime. 

"He stepped it up at the end 
and other kids stepped it up 
throughout the game," Coach 
Andes said. 

For the Cadets, it was anoth
er heartbreaking loss. 

"We play tough teams," 
Linsly coach Mark Dodd said. 
"We play a schedule that we 
know games are going to io 
down to the wire. It builds 
character. I've been in (coach
ing) long enough to know that 
some years things go your way 
and _you win by one or two and 
other years you just can't buy 
one, just can't get lucky. 

"Next year, 1 hope I'm 
standing at the same podium 
and saying we won three or 
four in overtime and it was one 
of those years." 

It didn't look like Linsly 
would put up much of a fight, 
trailing by 10 early. But the 
Cadets took their first lead 
midway into the fourth quarter 
on a bucket by Campbell and 
led by three points with 3 min
utes left. 

However, a turnover gave 
the Tigers a chance to tie the 
game and Jared Andes was the 
answer, connecting on a 3-
pointer to even the score 44-
44 with a minute to go. 

Linsly did plenty of passing 
to hold for the last shot, but a 
5-second violation with 8.4 
seconds to go gave the ball to 
the Tigers with a chance to 
win. ' 

"We never want to hold the 
ball," Dodd said. "We have a 
set where we see if we can get 
the comer or a slip in the back 
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the third. But the Nailers 
could get no closer. 

Andy Brandt scored his 
1 I th of the season on an 
empty net with I :0 I remain
ing in regulation to seal the 
deal. 

The Nailers take on South 
Carolina today before travel
ing to Charlotte to take on the 
Checkers on Tuesday . 

• •• .,,,.._5,Wheellnll3 
- D21-3 Gwinnatt 1 3 1 - 6 -·-Scoring - 1. Gwinnett, M. Hamilton 

(16) (M, Andarnml 12:13; Penatt!as - V. 
Stlvchenko Whl (hooking - mlnor 56.21 
1:35, J. Sitko Gwt (high-sticking - mloor 
60.2) 8:12, M. Hamilton Gwt (tripping -
minor 57.2) 7:24, J. Chwadoruk Whl 
(roughing- minor 51.2) B:25, J. Shko Gwt 

door no matter whether it is 
the first dribble into that pos
session or whether it takes four 
or five. " 

Linsly had a foul to give and 
took it with .6 remaining on 
the clock. • 

Justin Andes somehow got 
behind the defense and caught 
the baJI for a quick - and 
open - layup attempt, but the 
ball bounced off the rim and 
fell to the court 

"What we did was the 
opposite of when we played 
them at home," Ed Andes 
said. "We set them up for a 3, 
but this time we used the back 
screen and got the chance for 
the layup but it just didn't 
fall." 

A pair of free throws 
accounted for all the scoring 
in the first overtime. Sam 
Cecil could have ended the 
game with free throws with 
1. 7 seconds remaining, but the 
senior center missed both 
shots. 

· The Cadets jumped out to a 
five-point lead in the second 
overtime, but the Tigers 
received big contributions by 
key players - four free 
throws by Jared Andes and 
two 3-pointers from Billy 
Merryman. 

Trailing by one at 56-55, 
DeMarr Moulton had the ball 
stripped and Justin Andes 
went to the line. He made 1 of 
2 to give Linsly a chance with 
7. I seconds left. 

Goodwin drove to the hoop 
and connected on a layup at 
the buzzer, just getting the 
shot off before the clock hit 
triple zeroes to prolong the 
outcome another 4 minutes. 

"I'd like to congratulate 
Shadyside on a well-played 

Ing, J. Guanther (6) 2:.46 4. Gwinnett. M. 
Sto0BZ (4) (B. Busnluk. S. MacRael 12:45 
5. -Gwinnett, R. Mahrta (2) (T. Posplsll, S. 
MacReel 14:16 PP 8. Gwinnett. M. Hamil· 
ton 118) {A Brandt) 19:55 Penalties - J. 
01wedoruk Whl (hooking • minor 55.21 
3:01, V. Sllvchenko Whl (hooking - minor 
55.2) 6:36, 8. Radovich Whl (hooking • 
minor 55.21 8:04, T. Spencer Whl (hold
ing - minor 54.2) 13:25, G. Plsellini Whl 
(fighting - major 47 .13) 20:00, M. Hamil
ton Gwt (fighting• major 47.13) 20:00 

Third Period 
Scoring - 7. Wheellng, B. Radovich 12) 

!K. Croxton, J. Guenther) 3:« a Gwin
nett, A. Brandt (111 (M. Hamllton, J. 
Milam} 18:59 EN; Penaltlas • M. Byrnes 
Whl (holding - minor 64.2) 4:13, A. 
Boogaerd Whl (holding - minor 54.21 
8:-43, A. Sewruk Gwt (hooking - minor 
65 . .2111:53, M. Ander&On Gwt (tripping,~ 
mmor57.2114:28 

Shots on Goel: Wheellng 7-8-12-27; 
Gwinnett 21-26-11-68 

Power Pley:- Wheeling 0-5; Gwinnett 
1-7 

Goettendeni: Wheelini;i Darling 5-11-
0-1 1-43 saves); Kowehi1ki 17-5--0-1 (24 
saves). 

game," Dodd said. "It was a 
great high school basketball 
game. The players played their 
butts off. There was heart, 
intensity, effort, desire, it was 
all there. 

"It could equate to the 
Final Four in college basket
ball. It was a bunch of men 
playing their hearts out and 
that is what high school bas
ketball is all about 

"The fans in the stands 
were treated (Saturday) morn
ing. I hope they enjoy the rest 
of their Saturday, but I know 
they were treated to a special • 
game from I 0-11 :30. We 
may have missed some foul 
shots, but there was a clutch 3 
here or a drive here that 
showed the character of our 
team.'' 

Shadyside went I 8 of 21 
(85 percent) from the free
throw line, compared to 9 of 
23 (39 percent) from the 
Cadets. 

The Tigers were led by 
Jared Andes with 25 points, 
foJlowed by Merryman with 
I 5, B.A. Holloway with I 3, 
and Drew Kennon with 10. 

Campbell matched Andes 
with game-high honors, while 
teammate Goodwin chipped in 
with 2 I points and Moulton 
added 10. 

• •• OVAC Tournament 
cteuA 

Championship 
Shadyt;Jde 69, l..lnaly U, 30T 

L - Campbell 10-22 2-5 25, Moulton 4--
10 2--4 10, T.Cecil 2·5 0-1 4, Goodwin 9-
17 3-4 21, S.Cecil 1--4 2-6 4, Fahey 0-1 0-
0 0, Milton 0-2 0-0 0, Hill 0-1 0-0 0, Slay• 
tan 0-0 0-2 0. Totals 26--62 9-23 64. 

5 - Holloway 3-10 6-6 13, Sadlowskl 
0-0 0--0 0, Ja.Andes 6-14 8---8 25, Kennon 
5-7 0·1 10, Merryman 6-17 0-0 15, 
Ju.Andes 0-6 1-2 1, Butts 1-1 1-2 3, Kim
ble 0·2 2·2 2. ToUl1s 20-56 18-21 69. 

3-Palnt Goals: Campbell 3; Holloway, 
Js,Andes 5, Merryman 5. 
Un.sty 10 9 14 11 2 11 7 -:- 64 
Sh.adyskle 12 B 14 10 2 11 12 - 69 ' 



OVACA 
CHAMPIONS 
BRIDGEPORT 
·BULLDOGS 

Congratulations Bridgeport Boys' 
Basketball OVAC Champions! 
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HOOPS EXTRA 

TOP: Fans of the St. 
Clairsville Red Devils dis
played their support 
Saturday. 
TOP RIGHT: Bridgeport's 
Mike Carr (21) shoots for 
two points. 
CENTER RIGHT: St. 
Clairsville's Shawn Vincent 
eyes the basket. 
BELOW RIGHT: 
Shadyside's Billy Merryman 
looks to pass the ball 
against Unsly. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: St. 
Clalrsville's Ryan Jarvie (22) 
turns the ,comer against 
Wheeling Central. 
LEFT: Bridgeport's Chas 
Lindsey draws a foul from a 
Madonna player Saturday. 
MIDDLE BELOW: The 

ii Bridgeport Bulldog mascot 
struts his stuff. 
MIDDLE BOTTOM: 
Shadyside's B.A. Holloway 
drives the baseline. 
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against uns1y. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: St. 
Clairsville's Ryan Jarvie (22) 
turns the .comer against 
Wheeling Central. 
LEFT: Bridgeport's Chas 
Lindsey draws a foul from a 
Madonna player Saturday. 
MIDDLE BELOW: The 
Bridgeport Bulldog mascot 
struts his stuff. 
MIDDLE BOTTOM: 
Shadyside's B.A. Holloway 
drives the baseline. 
BOTTOM LEFT: 
Shadyside's Jared Andes 
tries to slip past a Linsly 
delendar. • 

T•L Photos/JOEL JOSEPH 

eLuca tte1r11ry 4030 Sunset Blvd., Steubenville, Ohio, 
(next to Jefferson Community College) . 
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Ohio 
University 

Eastern 
Campus 

February 2nd 
, February 9th 

At The Finals... ;· ' 1" , 

One Lucky Fan Will Have The Chance To Win '25,poo. Courtesy of 

THE HEALTH PLAN· . · 
0 ' 

2008 Wheeling Hospital OVAC Basketl>all Championships 

Schedule/Media Coverage 

Girls' Semifinals - Mon., Jan. 28- played on the home courts o.f the higher seeds 

Girls' Finals* - Sat., Feb. 2- QUE- all games live on AM 1600 WKKX/www.wkk;,c.com 

A-10:00am, Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI-Monday, Feb. 4 at 7:00pm 

M-1:00pm • Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI- Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 7:00pm 

MA· 4:00pm • Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI -Wednesday, Feb. 6 al 7:00pm 

MM - 7:00pm. Tape-Oalay on Comcast FYI - Thursday, Feb. 7 al 7 OOpm 

Boys' Semifinals - Tues., Feb. 5- played on the home courts of tl1e higher seeds 

Boys' Finals* - Sat., Feb. 9 -QUE - all games live on AM 1600 WKKX / www.wkkx.com 

A-10:00am • Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI- Monday, Feb. 11 at 7 OQpm 

M-1:DDpm • Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI- Tuesday, Feb. 12 at 7:00pm 

MA· 4:00pm • Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI -Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 7 OOpm 

MM- 7:00pm. Tape-Delay on Comcast FYI - Thursday, Feb. 14 al 7 OOpm 

* Replays of the Finals will also be available to be seen on Comm st s Vid2n 011 Demand service. 

fX1WHEBLING" 
\J,lj HOSPl'Il\L 

~ ~at&t 
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rm lowln' tt. 

MUXIE DISTRIBUTING 

@omcast. 
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INDIAN CREEK 
Continued from page BI 
"First off, I think we should get a little more 

respect now, but I guess we need to gain the 
respect," Smith said. "Earlier in the season every
one thought we were just the same old Indian 
Creek. 

"We work pretty hard - we practice even on 
Sundays." 

The fruits of that labor were never more visible 
than a third quarter in which Indian Creek limited 
John Marshall to two points, turning a 21-18 half-
time deficit into a 28-23 lead. • 

"It is very special," Redskins coach Joe Dun
levy said. "Third quarter, they struggled to get a 
shot off. 

"There were times they worked the ball 45, 50 
seconds just to get a shot - not necessarily a 
good shot - and that's what we preach at Indian 
Creek. I think that's what you're successful with, 
especially at tournament time." 

The stifling Redskins defense limited the Mon
archs to 29-percerl'f shooting overall and I 6 per
cent from 3-point range. Indian Creek also made 
life difficult m the post for John Marshall's twin 
towers, 6-foot-6 posts Kenny Shepherd and 
Danny McClelland. 

Normally, a team elects to take away one option 
or another. The Redskins took away everything. 

1"Sometimes when teams are aggressive with 
us, we're still young and we back away from 
that," John Marshall coach Bill Storm said "It's 
been this way all-year - we aren't capable of put
tin~ four quarters together - but when we do 
we re awfully good • 

"I don't know whether we've scored two in a 
quarter, but we've had our stretches where we dis-
appear." • 

The tide seemed to turn when the Monarchs' 
Travis Whitfield picked up his third foul on a 
ch~e at I :2 7 of the second quarter. Storm; who 
credits Whitfield's performance in the semifinal 
victory apinst Wheeling Park as being the key to 
his team s advancing, said that was the game's 
bigi;est blow. • 

'I thought the key to the game was when 
Travis Whitfield r,icked up his third foul - tliat 
was it right there, ' Storm said. "He makes us go, 
he's scrappy. He gets every loose ball and every 
rebound, and he penetrates and sets the table for 
our guys." 

The biggest part of that was probably the pene
tration. John Marshall's offense went south from 
that point, and Indian Creek took advantage. 

The Redskins took their first lead of the second 
half on back-to-back Wood baskets, the second 
one being accompanied by a subsequent free 
throw that made it 23-21. 
• "I think the biggest thing, like Coach 'D' said, 

was we did a pretty good job defensively," Wood 

said. "They are really hard to guard because (they 
like to) penetrate and kick it out for the 3. 

"They have a lot of good shooters, but the 
main thing was get around them and fight in the 
post'' 

But those great shoQters never found their 
stroke. 

Andrew Montes, arguably the team's most 
explosive scorer missed eight of his IO shots, and 
was I of 9 after opening the game with a 3 from 
the left corner on the team's first possession. 

"We came out early and hit those couple," 
Storm said "When Andrew Montes hits his first 
couple he's usually on fire. It didn't happen (Sat
urday)." 

Indian Creek led by five after three quarters 
and by as many as seven after Wood converted to 
begin the fourth. But the Monan:hs answered with 
a 7-0 run that included Kylen Whipp's Jone bas
ket, a Whitfield 3 at the 6-minute mark that 
forced a Dunlevy timeout and a pair of McClel
land free throws that knotted it at 30-30 with 
3:40 to go. 

"We had a bunch of kids step up in different 
situations (Saturday night)," Dunlevy said 

And the next gu;was Dunlevy's son, Daniel, 
who scored on a ni mid-range bank shot for his 
only bucket and a 3--30 lead. It was followed by 
a steal at mid-court and a layup by the ultra-confi
dent Smith. 

Smith said he expected a tough matchup and 
some gritty defense from the Monarchs. 

"I knew they were going to double-team me 
because in my head none of them can guard me 
- at all," Smith said. 

Smith hit a pair of free throws at 42.8 as Whit
field fouled out, and Wood sandwiched four free 
throws - he was IO of I I for the game -
around a Jeremy Hays 3 for the final margin. 

"It's very emotional. We were struggling 
around Christmas time," Coach Dunlevy said. 
"We played Dec. 21 against Bellaire, and I talked 
to (OV AC Executive Secretary) Tom (Rataiczak:) 
about who he was going to pair us up with in the 
consolations because we weren't going to make 
the tournament 

"But something happened with these kids 
where they started believmg in themselves. Now, 
all the close games somebody is stepping up." 

OVAC CLASS 4A ChampionshJp 
Indian Creek 40, John M&rshall 35 

J - Ovarilott 0-0 0-1 O; Melko 0-2 2-2 2; Defibtlugh 0-7 2-3 2; 
Whltfleld 2-3 1·2 6; Shepherd 4--8 0-1 8; Hays 1-5 0-0 3; Ju.Eikleber
ry 1-10-02; Montes 2·10 0-0 6; Whipp 1-2 0-0 2; McClelland 1-3 3-
4 6. Totals-: 12~1B-1335. 

l - Dunlevy 1-1 0-0 2; DeSantis 0-0 0-0 O; Smith 4--14 5-6 13; 
Viltro 0-8 2-4 2; Bowers 0-0 0-0 O; Flgel 1-5 0-0 2; Starr 0-0 0-0 O; 
Wood 4-1410.111a Totals: 11-4117-2140. 

3-Polnt Gaels: VVhltfiald, H11ys, Montas; Roberte. 
John Manhall 11 10 2 12- 35 
Inclan Creek 10 B· 10 12- .W 

Boys OVAC .-
Wheeling Hospllal OVAC Bolillboll 

Championlhlo 
CHAIIPIOffSIIP sallFINALS 
Today (,I Higher Seed's Cowl) 

CUSS._A 
No. 1 Whea&lg ~ Ya No. 4 Jotm Marshal 
No. 2 Wek High vs. No. 3 lrl£ilwl Creek 

C1'lmplonlhlp 
S"1.,ilay, 7 P·"' • Oi:t.ss 3-A 

No. 1 Martm Fal1y vs. No. 4 Wheelir,g Central 
No. 2 Sl Claisvile ~ 
Sauday, 4 p.rri B\ DUE. 

ClASS2-A 
No. 1 Shadvside vs. No. 4 SI~ Calhoic 

• t.J. 2 Fon /rye va t.J. 3 LW/ 
c~ 

Salurday, 1 p.m. al o:FLASS 1·A 
No. 1 Weirton IJ.adorrna vs. No. 4 Zanesville -""· 2 BllOJep)rt vs. ""·av~ 
Sarurday, 10 a.m. ~ 

OVAC CONSOLATION POOL GAMES 
Tuadoy 

Frootlaf al Ba!3Jra 
Rwer • Baals\tl, 
t.lonroa Cemral • Bisl-q> °""""' 
Camaron • St .km 
Caktwal al P,pan C<y 
Toronto al Buckeye TraH 
Un'oo Local • 61-.r,aoo)ah 
Oax G""1 • S-18 
Hamson Cemral. -
- Local al Brooke Edison a! Baav6r l.1):81 

frldly 
Bea!sville al Toronlo 
PPn City at Moofoo Cen!ral 
St Jcm Centro al Caldwal 
Stenandoah Ill Harrison C&nlral 
- al Buckay,, Local • 
S\ooban'liYa w Woo l!>caJ 
Belalra ITT Rivef 
Brroesvie at Oak Glen 
Bisl-q> Oonarua w Fromlar 
B<.d<,yaTraiJalCMla<oO 
Brooke al EcfiSOll 
\.osalS of Iha clwnplo~ """"1als wll also M 

on Frrlay al the., seed's home C001 in the coo
solation game. 



CENTRAL-----~ 
Co11ti111ted }rum page B 1 

In past rears un oft-dis
cussed ralmgs system wus 
used to determine conference 
champions. On Saturday, 
both Stephens und St. 
Clairsville coach Kim Clif
ford were delighted to have 
their tcums in the finals oftl1e 
inaugural Wheeling Hospital 
OVAC Championship Tour
muncnt. 

"Actually, we were extrn 
happy just to get into !he tour
munent," Stephens said. 

The Maroon Knights went 
on a road !rip last week 
believing that even if they 
won n game ut Charleston 
Catholic it might no! have 
been enough for. his kids to 
hold off Union Local for the 
fourth spot. But they edged 
out the Jets by the narrowest 
of margins and took full 
advuntuge of the opportunity 
to bting home U1e 19th overall 
OVAC boys' basketball 
crown iti school history. 

"We felt if we could just 
get in, we would be able to 
compete with St Clairsville, 
Martins Ferry nod Magnolia 
This ls the only way to decide 
the chamflonsbip," Stephens 
insisted. 'We had our worlc 
cut out winning at Martins 
Ferry on Wednesday night 
and this was another great 
game, St. Clairsville has a 
quick, aggressive nod athletic 
tean1. We knew it would be a 
physicul game and that's the 
way ii turned out. 

Although the Red Devils 
came up on the short end of 
the scoreboard, Clifford wus 
every bit as enthusiastic about 
having the issue decided in 
this fashion. 

"We certainly are in favor 
or doing ii this way," he said. 
"The big crowd helped to 
make fur a great atmosphere. 
It wus a pretty physical game 
und our kids gave a great 
effort. Our huts arc off lo 
them. they rnude the plays 
when they needed lo al the 
end." 

With both teams pluying 
strung defense, points were 
hurt! tu come by, especially in 
the Ors! half. But this kind of 
game is nothing new for 
Wheeling Central and its loyal 
rans. During the first four 
games of their current five
game winning streak. the 
Maroon Kni~hts had held 
each or their opponents 
under 50 points. The Red 
Devils didn't reach that level 
until 17 licks remained when 
Dustin Hynes drained a long
distance 3-pointer from the 
top of the key. 

Because its lack of size 
sometimes makes it difficult 
tu match up inside against 
taller opponents, SL 
Cluirsvllle has come to rely 
on its 3-point shooters. 
1\gainst Central, however, 
the Red Devils couldn't find 
the r:mgc from the perimeter, 
hitting 2 of 18 attempts from 
3-purnl range. This forced 
!hem to take the ball into the 
teeth of the Central defense 
where they found just enough 
success lo get back in the 
l!tllllC. 
" "Our kids showed a lot of 
heart.'' Clifford said. 

"But it's tough lo win 
when you cun '! throw the 
leather in the basket." 

For U1e game, the Red Dev
i ls were 17 of 50 from the 
!lour and they ulso had several 
crncial misses at !he foul line 
in U1e second half. 

With St. Clairsville shoot
ing 3-for- l 5 in the opening 
quarter, Central was able to 
bounce out to a 12-6 lead in a 
game in which the Maroon 
Knights never trailed. 

D'Onte Lung drove inside 
und dropped !he bull off to 
Kochler tor the opening two 
points. This was followed by a 
McKitrick one-hander from 
short range that upped the 
cuulll tu 4-0. Toe Red Devils 
knotted the score on Ryan 
Jarvie's baseline drive that 
rcsuhed in u layup. But Long 
welll up high und hi! a swisher 
from. underneath, followed by 

early margin. 
McKilrick, fouled while 

ultempling u putback or his 
own missed shot to open the 
second quarter, knocked in 
both free throws giving the 
Maroon Knights a I 4-6 cush
ion. SL Clairsville battled back 
to within 15-13 after a nice 
hoop and harm play from 
Hynes with 3:49 remaining in 
the half. 

However, McKitrick 
deposited two points in the 
Cenlntl bank with a hook shot 
to start a 7-0 tun that also fea
tured l wo free throws by 
Peluchetle, plus three points 
from Koehler on a foul shot 
nod his leaping tip-in from the 
backside. 

Michael Bigelow countered 
with four points for St. 
Clairsville only to sec Sorge 
extend the lead out to 24-17 
with a sweet feed to Koehler 
that resulted in a layup. 
Bi~elow, finishin& off a six
pomt quarter for himself, hud 
a stickback goal ahead of the 
buzzer that sent the Red Dev
ils off the court down 29-24. 

The usually high-scoring 
Anthony Vincent, who was 
shut out In the first half ns he 
missed six bucket attempts, 
broke his personul scoring ice 
with a drive inside at the out
set of the third quarter. The 
hoop made it a three-point 
game. But every time St. 
Clairsville came within a 
bucket or two of tying the 
score, Long heiP.ed. Central 
keep the Red Devils at bay. 

The junior wingman col
lected seven of his IO points 
in tl1e thirtl round, highhghted 
by a prelly slush move 
through the defense fur a 
layup. Before the third qumter 
buzzer sounded, the 6-foot-4 
McKitrick, stationed on the 

. right wing, drove to the basket 
for a layu8 putting Central 
ul1eadby I at41-3I. 

"I saw un opening and I 
look it," McKilrick said, 
breaking into a sml.le when 
asked if he wus trying to imi
tate Long's nashy moves to 
the hoop. 

-St. Clairsville wasn't ready 
to throw in the towel and Vin
cent gave the Belmont County 
school fans sealed mnong the 
!urge crowd some hope with a 
minbow 3-poinler to start !he 
fourth quarter. The Red Devils 
also showed they could play 
some terrific defense nod 
forced the Knights into a 
series of turnovers Urnt evcn
tuu!Iy saw St. Clairsville move 
withm three al 41-38 follow
ing a Hynes I 0-fouter from 
U1e baseline. 

A few seconds later, Hynes 
drew a foul und made I of 2 
shuts on this !rip to the line, 
reducing the deficit tu 41-39. 

But !hen Sorge came 
through with his jumper Urn! 
broke !he buck of the Red 
Devil rully. 

"When you are trying to 
trap the ball on defense, 
you're goin$ lo give some
thing up," Cltfford said. 

"The two guys that got free 
for those 3-pointers were 
probably !he ones we wanted 
to see shoot in boU1 situations. 
To their credit, they made 
them. 

Both sides had three dou
ble-figure scorers. St. 
Clairsville's offense included 
12 points from Hynes, I I 
from Bi~elow and IO points 
by Derrick Bnugh, who ulsu 
collected seven of the Red 
Devils' 22 rebounds. 

Central, which shot un 21 
of 3 7 from the floor, was led 
by McKitrick's 15 points. 
Peluchette and Long added IO 
!Ullies each. 

••• Wh&ellng Hoapftal OVAC Cla1111 AAA 
Ch■mplonsh}p Gama 

(at Ohio Unlvanlty Eastern! 
Wheeling Central 68, St. Clairnllla 50 

W - PhUl!p11 1-5 4-4 6; Peluchette 4· 
6 2·2 10; McK1trlck 6·8 6·7 16; Long 4-7 
2-3 10; Koehler 4-4 1-2 9I· Joseph 1-3 0-
0 2; Sorge 1-3 0-0 3; We shar 0-1 0-0 0; 
Hood 1-10-03;Tot.als:21-3714-1B5B. 

S - Vincent 2-12 3-6 8; Hynes 4-10 
3-6 12; BJgelow 2-4 7-8 11; Baugh 5-7 0-
2 10; Slavik 0-6 0-0 0; Jarvie 2-9 0·0 4; 
Patl!I 0-0 1-2 1; Skrabek 2-2 0-0 ~; 
Totels: 17-60 14-23 50, 

3-pt. goals: Sorgi!!, Hood; Vincent, ~--

T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 
ST. JOHN'S captured the Wheeling Hospital Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class A 
girls' basketball championship Saturday with a 71-65 win over Beallsville. Additional 
images can be found at cu. timesleaderonline.com 

e SJC--------------
Continued from Page C 1 

Uarncsvillc rally from 14 down Wednesday 
night tu post a 72-71 nod. 

"You know. that loss might have been a bless
ing in disguise.'' m.ldcd Kapral, who hus now 
won eight OV AC girls ti lies in his 14 years at 
lite Uuernscy Street school. 

"We knew what to expect from them," said 
Ucallsville's Terry Jarrell. "We missed some 
shots that we nsnally make and our free throw 
shooting wasn't what we usually shot. But, hey, 
they're a µreat tenrn and hopefully we'll see 
tilc111 dmvn the road." 

lkallsrille. which entered the contest as the 
No. 2 seed and routed Bridgeport (80-59) in 
the semilinals, used a strong first-half showing 
by senior Savannah Burke lo take a 15-12 
advc.1111agc uncr one period. 

When the 5-J't.- I I Burke banked home a bas
ket at the .1:56 mark of the second period, 
lkallsville had increased it, lead lo I 0, 27-17. 

However. t11e top-seeded Lady Irish weren't 
about to gh·e up as they turned up the full-court 
prcs"un: d1,;fc11s12 a nutl:h or two. The defensive 
pressure forced the Lady Blue Devils into sev
eral turnovers which led lo easy baskets. 

Seniors Sara Wamsley and Kylie Kidder 
ienitcd a 12-U run that saw ull five SJC starters 
score to put the designated hosts ahead, 29-27, 
ll'itlr 2 I seco'nds left in the opening half. 

Wamsley sta,tcd the run with an inside basket 
and Kelly Perzanowski scored on a layup after 
cl1arting a steal. Kidder. who was plagued with 
foul trouble fur the mos! part, followed up a 
n1issed shut and !hen converted a layup after 
stealinc the hall. Natalie Perzanowski meshed u 
pair of free throws to knot the game, and 
Kristina Velkuvich's inside basket gave the 
Green-and-White the lead. 

Burke's two charity losses evened the count 
and a strung inside move by Alyssa Headley pol 
the Big Blue back on top, 31-29. After 
Beallsville had taken a 33-30 edge, Wamsley 
hit a foul shut and then cashed in a two-pointer 
with nine seconds remaining to forge a tie at the 
break. 

"There was nu sense of urgency at halflime," 
Kapral said. "There was nu yelling or scream
ing. \Ve knew that we hadn't played our best, 
:111<.l yet we ,wrc tied." 

The I wo ri rnls, who could meet once again in 
the uprn111i11g sectional luurnamenl, traded 
points fur most of the third period, but the Lady 
Irish look the lead for good when N. 
Pcrzanowskl's second free at 3:27 snapped u 
4(,-all deadlock. 

St. John Central-closed out the period on an 

8-2 run to lead. 54-48, with eight minutes left 
to play. 

A quick 6-2 burst to ,tart the final chapter 
bumped the count tu I 0, 60-50, and the Lady 
Irish used some timely free throw shooting 
down the stretch for their third straight OV AC 
crown. 

After Beallsville had pulled lo within four. 
64-60, N. Perzanowski meshed three charity 
tosses and Justcne Delman converted both of 
her altcmpts. 

"These girls are battle tested," Kapral L:ontin
ued. "They have been there before and have 
always risen tu the top." 

While most of the pre-g;une lulk centered on 
how St. John was going tu stop the 1-2 inside 
punch of the Lady Blue Devils' Burke und 
Headley. 

Well, Wamsley and Velkuvich held their 
own, und then some. 

While Burke scored a game-high 2 7 and 
added IO rebounds and Headley had I 7 mark
ers and a game-high 13 boards. the Lady Irish 
duo combined for 31 points and 23 caroms. 

"Our post players really stepped up," the 
Lady Irish coach noted. "We knew their two 
girls inside are really good, but our kids stepped 
up to the challenge today. 

"You've got to give credit lo Beallsville," 
said Kapral. "They gave us their best shot and 
they are a very good team." 

Wamsley had 25 points and I I rebounds, 
while Velkovich added just six points, but 
pulled down u dozen missed shots. Kidder was 
charted with .five steals, while N. Perzanowski 
added I 7 points, four steals and four assists. 

Tori Jarrett ulso reached double figures for the 
Lady Blue Devils with I I points. 

Beallsville turned the ball over 21 limes, six 
more the St. John. 

The two teams are back in action Saturday in 
Ohio Division IV Sectional Tournament action 
al Union Local High School. Beallsville tangles 
with Shadyside al I p.m .. while St. John faces 
River al 7 p.m. 

Boxscore: 
Wheeling Hospital OVAC 
Class A Championship 

ST. JOHN CENTRAL 71, BEALLSVILLE 65 
BEAUSVILLE (65) - Headley 7 3-4 17; Jarrell 4 1-2 

11; Burke 9 9-14 27; Arnold 1 1·5 3; Lallalhin 1 3-6 5; Fraley 0 
0-0 0; Contos 1 0-0 2; Totals: 23·57 17-31 65. ST. JOHN 
CENTRAL (71) - N. Perzanowski 4 7-B 17; K. Perzanowski 3 
0-0 6; Wamsley 1 0 5-8 25; Kidder 2 1 ·4 5; Velkovich 3 0-0 B; 
Delman 3 2-3 .8; Jenkins 2 0-0 4; Totals: 27-77 15-23. 

Three•Polnt Field Goals: B-Jarrell 2; SJC- N. 
Perzanowski 2 

North can be reached at 
knorth @time ~'/eaderunl ine .cm11 



TIGERS 
Co11,;11uedji·0111 page 11 I 

"There were limes Linsly 
Imel us and they battled back 
and it was just a great team 
victory. • 

"We were hoping it would~ 
n't go that rar, but we figured 
it was going to come down to 
winning by just one pain!. We 
have a very good ballclub with 
a lot of kids that can score. We 
knew it was going to come 
down to who was going to be 
on top by one." 

For Shadyside, it wns one of 
those seniors -Jared Andes 
- that become the first hero 
in the history of the OV AC 
Boys' Basketball Champi
onships. 

With the game lied al 57-57 
going into the third overtime. 
Linsly's Taylor Cecil got the 
scoring started with a bucket, 
but Jared Andes connected on 
a 3-pointer to put the Tigers 
(18-2) up one. 

After a C.J. Goodwin bucket 
gave Linsly the lead back, 
Jared Andes again answered 
his counterpart with another 3-
pointer. 

Cody Campbell missed a 
jumper on the other end. Jnred 
Andes recovered the hall and 
was sent to the line after a 
foul. 

He knocked down the free 
throws to put Shadyside up 
four. 

Linsly ( I 1-7) cut the lead to 
one with a minute remaining 
after 3-poinler by Campbell. • 

Dylan Kimble was next up 
at line and despite stepping to 
the line only 15 times during 
the season, coolly converted 
both attempts to stretch the 
Tigers' lead to three with 46 
seconds left. 

Linsly's last-ditch effort 
failed as Campbell's 3-pointer 

was long and Jared Andes iced 
the game with two free throws 
- going 4-for-4 from the foul 
line nncf2-for-2 from the floor 
in the third overtime, 

"He stepped it up at the end 
and other kids stepped it up 
tl1rougl10u1 the game." Coach 
Andes said. 

ror the Cadets, it was anoth
er heartbreaking loss. 

"We play tough teams," 
Linsly coacl1 Mark Dodd said. 
"We play a schedule that we 
know games are going to g0 
down In the wire. It builds 
character. I've been in (coach
ing) long enough to know that 
some years things go your way 
and you win by one or two and 
other years you just can't buy 
one, Just can't get lucky. 

"Ne,,t year, I hope I'm 
st:ualing at the same podium 
and i,;aying we won three or 
four in overtime and it was one 
or those years.'' 

It didn't look like Linsly 
would put up much of a fight. 
trailing by IO early. But the 
Cadets took their first lead 
midway into the fourth quarter 
on a h1ckct by Campbell and 
led by three points with 3 min
utes left. 

However. a turnover gave 
the Tigers a cl1ance to tie the 
game Hnd Jared Andes was the 
answer. connecting on a 3-
pointer lo even the score 44-
44 wilh a minute to go. 

Linsly did plenty of passing 
In hold for the last shot, but a 
5-sccond violation with 8.4 
seconds to go gave the ball to 
the Tigers with a chance to 
win. 

"We never want to hold the 
ball." Dodd said. "We have a 
set where we sec if we can get 
the corner or a slip in the back 

door no matter whether it is 
the first dribble into that pos
session or whether it takes four 
or five. " 

Linsly had a foul to give and 
took it with .6 remaining on 
the clock. 

Justin Andes somehow got 
behind the defense and caught 
the ball for a quick - and 
open - layup attempt, but the 
ball bounced off the rim and 
fell to the court. 

"What we did was the 
opposite of when we played 
them at home," Ed Andes 
said. ''We set them up for a 3, 
but this time we used the back 
screen and got the chance for 
the layup but it just didn't 
fall." 

A pair of free throws 
accounted for all the scoring 
in the first overtime. Sam 
Cecil could have ended the 
game with free throws with 
I. 7 seconds remaining, but the 
senior center missed both 
shots. 

The Cadets jumped out to n 
five-point lead in the second 
overtime, but the Tigers 
received big contributions by 
key players - four free 
throws by Jared Andes and 
two 3-pointers from Billy 
Merryman. 

Trailing by one at 56-55. 
DeMarr Moulton had the ball 
stripped and Justin Andes 
went to the line. He made I of 
2 to give Linsly a chance with 
7.1 seconds left. 

Goodwin drove to the hoop 
and connected on a layup at 
the buzzer: just getting the 
shot off before the clock hit 
triple zeroes to prolong the 
outcome another 4 minutes, 

"I'd like to congratulate 
Shadyside on a well-played 

game," Dodd said. "It was a 
great high school basketball 
game. The players played their 
butts off. There was heart. 
intensity, effort. desire. it was 
all there. 

"II could equate to the 
Final Four in college basket
ball. It was a bunch of men 
playing their hearts out and 
that is what high school bas
ketball is all about. 

"The fans in the stands 
were treated (Saturdav) morn
ing. I hope they enjoy the rest 
of their Saturday, but I know 
they were treated to a special 
game from I 0-1 I :30. We 
may have missed some foul 
shots. but there was a clutch 3 
here or a drive here thut 
showed the character or our 
team.'' 

Shadyside went I 8 of 2 I 
(85 percent) from the free
throw line. compared to 9 of' 
23 (39 percent) from the 
Cadets. 

The Tigers were led by 
Jared Andes with 25 points. 
followed by Merryman with 
15, B.A. Holloway with 13, 
and Drew Kennon with I 0. 

Campbell matched Andes 
with game-high honors. while 
teammate Goodwin chipped in 
with 21 points and Moulton 
added I 0. 

••• OVAC Tournament 
Class A 

Championship 
Shadyside 69, Llnsly 64, JOT 

L - Campbell 10-22 2-5 25, Moulton 4-
10 2-4 10, T,Cecit 2·5 0-1 4, Goodwin 9-
17 3-4 21, S.Cecil 1-4 2-6 4, Fahey 0-1 0-
0 0, Milton 0-2 0-0 0, Hilt 0-1 0-0 0, Slay
ton 0-0 0-2 O. Totals 26-62 9-23 64, 

S - Holloway 3-10 6-6 13, Sadlowski 
0-0 0-0 0, Ja.Andos 6-14 8-8 25, Kennon 
5-7 0·1 10, Merryman 5-17 0-0 15, 
Ju.Andes 0-5 1-2 1, Butts 1-11-2 3, Kim
ble 0-2 2-2 2. Totals 20-56 18-21 69, 

3-Polnt Goals: Campbell 3; Holloway, 
Ja.Andes 5, Merryman 5. 
Llnsly 10 9 14 11 2 11 7 - 64 
Shadyside 12 B 14 10 2 11 12 - 69 

OVAC Girls' Hoops Pairings Set 
Ry SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

For the better part of the past two years, a commit
tee of area basketball coaches, Rick DeLuca and 
OV AC Executive Secretary Tom Rataiczak have met 
monthly, scripting the upcoming Wheeling Hospital 
OV AC Basketball Championship. 

The group met again Friday morning nt OV AC 
headquarters in Bellaire, but this time it was for real. 
The pairings for the championship semifinals as well 
as the consolation pool games were put together. 

"We've been working on tl1is for two years. but 
we've been working with pcncits, paper and num
bers. so it's time to get ready to play some hoops." 
said DeLuca, the tournament director who's handled 
the OV AC standings for the last several years. 

The top four teams in each class qualify for the 
championship part of the bracket and those semifinal 
games will be held Monday ~t the higher ~eed's home court. The teams that didn't qualify for the 
championship portion of the tournament had their 
two games scheduled for them by the OV AC. 

Each team that opted to participate before the sea
son was asked to leave two open dates because it 
was obviously unpredictable who was going to play 
in the championship round. 

The schools did this with the understanding that 
the OV AC Committee would assign the remaining 
two games on the regular-season slate ~nd each team 
would get a home and away game with travel and 
previous matchu ps considered. 

"This is like the baby NCAA drawing." 

Rataiczak said. "I think this committee did a phe
nomenal job with the pairings and being as foll' as 
possible. ·some people might be critical of (the pair
mgs), but when you have to assign 30 teams two 
games it's tough, so I am really happy with how it 
turned out.'' 

Indian Creek. Ma11ins Ferry, SteubenvilleCatholic and St. John Central earned the top seeds in the four 
classes, respectively, based on their regular-season 
averages. Each of the four will play host to a first
round game. 

In Class 4-A, the Redskins will welcome fourth
seeded Brooke. The other semifinal pits second
seeded John Marshall against the third-seeded Edi
son Wildcats. 

The Purple Riders of Martins Ferry High School 
- already winners of the Buckeye 8 Championship 
- will begin their quest for the OV AC title when 
rival St. Clairsville visits the Purple Palace at the newly opened Tolbert Gymnasium. 

The other game in Class 3-A linds third-seeded 
Barnesville, which used a flurry of victories down 
the stretch to even crack the top four, traveling to 
meet \Vhecling Central. 

The race for the banner in 2-A should be extreme
ly competitive. Top-seeded Steubenville Catholic 
will entertain fourth-seeded Frontier. The other 
matchup will serve as the third meeting of the cam
paign between Monroe CentraJ. the two seed. and 
Buckeye Trail, the third seed. The Seminoles have already laid claim to the Pioneer Valley Conference 
Championship. 

St. John Central comes in as the top seed in the 
tournament and owns a 16-1 mark. The Irish will 
meet fourth-seeded Valley in Bellaire on Monday 
night. 

The other matchup in I -A is the third meeting 
between second-seeded Beallsville and third-seeded 
Bridgeport. The Lady Blue Devils won both meet
ings in the regular season. 

.. I think we've got some great matchups coming 
into the semifinals," DeLuca said. "I thmk hased on 
the teams in the semifinals no matter who wins. 
we're guaranteed four good games in the finals." 

The four OV AC Championship games will be 
held Saturday, Feb. 2 at the Health and Physical 
Education Center on the campus of Ohio University
Eastern in St. Clairsville in three-hour windows, 
starting with the Class I-A game at IO a.m. 

"It's going to be an exciting tournament," 
Rataiczak said. "I think it's a matter of whoever 
shows up to play on a given night." 

The losers of their semifinal games won't lose out 
on games either. The consolation final will be played at the higher seed's court on Wednesday evening, 
but according to tournament officials. schools 
reserve the right lo play those on Thursday along with the remainder of the games. 

Notes 
The cost of admission for the semifinal, pool and 

consolation games are set by the home school. How
ever, the OV AC Championship Games will cost $6 
for adults and $4 for students with OV AC passes 
being the only ones accepted for admission. 



OVAC Basketball 
Championships 

Fan·tastic Four-Seeds 
Monarchs upend 
top-seeded 
Patriots, 67-58 

By RICK THORP 
Staff Writer 

When John Marshall's game against Magno
lia was postponed last Friday, Monarchs coach 
Bill Storm thought it was the best thing that 
could have happened to his team, 

And it had nothing to do with the Blue 
Eagles, 

"We were tired," he said, "We'd had three, 
three-game weeks in a row, I sent them home, 
We didn't even practice, All we did was lift 

"Then we came out (Monday) and had a 
great practice, I think we got our legs back," 

The Monarchs certainly looked rejuvenated 
Tuesday night, as they controlled the final peri
od in handing top-seeded Wheeling Park n 6 7-
58 defeat in the semifinals of the Wheeling 
Hos~ital OV AC Boys Basketball Champi
onships at Wheeling Park High School. 

The victory vaulted John Marshall into Sat
urday's Class AAAA championship game 
against Indian Creek, a 54-49 winner against 
Weir in Tuesday's other semifinal till 

John Marshall (11-6) against Indian Creek 
appears to be the match-up of choice in this 
first season for ()V AC boys and girls touma
mcnLs, The Redskins defeated the Monarchs in 
last weekend's girls' title tilt 

"We told the players all along that we were 
not a reward for finishing first in the OV AC," . 
Storm said inside a jubilant JM locker room, 

"Our guys wanted to play them as we 
looked at the standings the past few weeks. It's 
funny, That's who they wanted to play. They 
got it And it worked out well for them.'' 

It was the second victory of the season for 
the Monarchs in three meetings against Park 
( 13-4 ). The two teams could meet for a fourth 
time if John Marshall defeats Brooke in a sec
tional semifinal contest 

"They made some plays down the stretch 
and obviously got to the foul line more than we 
did," Patriots coach Michael Jebbia said. 

John Marshall was 23 of 3 I from the free
throw line, while Park was I I of 16, 

The contest was a nip and tuck affair through 
the first three quarters, with John Marshall 
clinging to a 42-41 lead after 24 minutes. 

But with its first shot of the final quarter, 
John Marshall's Jeremy Hays buried a 3-point 
bucket from the left wing that gave the visitors 
a four-point lead and the' momentum, 

"He went in and knocked down that 3 and 
had an old-fashioned three-point play later in 

Martins 
Ferry's Tony 

Sabatino 
looks to get 
around the 
defense of 
Wheeling 
Central's 

Cody Koehler 
during action • 

Tuesday 
night In 

Martins Ferry. 

Photo by 
Mike Palmer 

Photo by Brett Wysocki 

John Marshall's Travis Whitfield (11) fights for the ball with Wheeling Park's Brad 
Gucker!, while Patriots Mark Jarrett (34) and Bobby Wheeler (3) look on. View addition-
al photos at cu,theintelligencer,net. . 

the quarter," Storm said of the moment he 
started to see the tide turning in his team's 
favor. 

happy the players that were "sick" showed the 
effort they did, 

"That s been the case all season." Storm 
said, "Everyone has contributed something, 
I'm just happy these kids were rewarded." 

Hays' bucket brought the Marshall County 
crowd to their feet. And after Travis Whitfield 
made I of 2 free throws lo make the score 46-
41, the John Marshall fans had more to cheer 
about when Kylen Whipp scored his only buck
et of the game to cap a 6-0 run and make the 
score 48-41. 

D'Jhae Jackson stemmed the tide with a free 
throw with 6:0 I left that made the score 48-
42. 

It was just Jackson's third point of the game 
as he only played 9 minutes due to foul trouble, 

Storm was pleased to see so many bench 
players provide key minutes. He was also Please See MONARCHS, Page 17 

Knights Upset Purple Riders 
By BUBBA KAPRAL 
For the Intelligencer 

Wheeling Central coach Mel 
Stephens was unsure his Maroon 
Knights were going to qualify for the 
Wheeling Hospital OV AC Basketball 
Championships, 

The Knights slipped into the fourth
seed slot just ahead of Union Local in 
the pairings announced Sunday, Central 
made the most of that opportunity Tues
day night, ousting top-seeded and 
homestanding Martins Ferry by a 53-45 
count at Tolbert Gymnasium. 

As a result, the Maroon Knights 
improved to I 0-6 and will take on St. 
Clairsville. a two-point winner against 
Magnolia in Tuesday's other 3-A semi
final, at 4 p.m, Saturday at Ohio Uni
versity-Eastern for the conference 

crown. 
The Purrle Riders, meanwhile, 

dropped to 4-5 in absorbing their ini
tial loss in the Tolbert Gymnasium, 
Coach Jeff Sabatino's charges will play 
host lo Magnolia in Friday night's con
solation tilt. 

"We were a lillle surprised when we 
got into the field," Stephens said, "We 
thought we were going to finish behind 
Union Local just out of the money. 

"Our kids played extremely well, 
Ferry has a super team and has been 
playrng very· well. Coach Sab always 
prepares his team well. But we are 
excited to be playing for the title Satur
day, 

"The OV AC Championship Tourna
ment is long overdue," 

Please See KNIGHTS, Page 16 


