SPORTS

MONROE CEN-
TRAL'S Aleisha
Guiler goes up for a
'spike during the |
Lady Seminoles”
OVAC 2-A semifinal
match against
Caldwell. Looking on
is Monroe's Karlie
Davis.

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

Three-Peat for Monroe Central

Sl

- Lady Seminoles now 22-0 entering sectional play

By RICK Del.UCA
Times Leadsr Sports Writer

What else would you expect from possibly
. the two best teams in the OVAC.

Monroe Central’s unbeaten and state-ranked
Lady Seminoles needed three very tough
matches with PVC-rival Buckeye Trail to pull
out a thrilling 25-13, 8-25, 25-22 win over the
Lady Warriors to capture their third straight
OVAC Class 2-A Volleyball crown at Union
Local High School in Morristown Saturday
night.

Coach Troy Baker’s Lady Seminoles sweep
through a quick first set win before being
blitzed by the Lady Warriors in the second, but
the two teams locked into a real barnburner in
the third set before Monroe completed their
three-peat.

Monroe finished the weekend with two wins
that boosted their 2007 record to 22-0. They
are in action on Thursday in Sectional tourna-
ment action. .

Coach Jeit Beros Lady Warriors, winners of
seven OVAC titles in the sport, were very
impressive will closing out the weekend at 17-
4,

In the championship match, the Lady Noles
were led by Taylor Jorris with nine points, two
aces, five kills, eight blocks and eight assists,
Aleisha Guiler added three points, nine kills and
10 assists. Morgen Ramage had 11 points,
three aces, and four kills; Karlie Davis had six
points, two aces, five kills and five digs,
Samantha Kilburn closed with five points, three
blocks.and 2 digs and Rebecca. Parden had
three Kills. )

Trail was led by Rory Cox with 15 points,
for kills, two blecks and 12 digs, Traci Alt with
10 points, 22 ussists and seven digs Alicia
Cunningham had 16 digs, Laura Dunlap closed
with five points, two aces and four kills. Jomie
Betts had for points, four aces, four kills and
four blocks, Alexa Abrams added three kills
and three blocks and Lauren Zink had 10 Kills,

* tour blocks and 16 digs.

“It was one of our goals early in the season
to repeat as OVAC champions,” Baker said
after the win; “It was kind of likea tale of two
teams there in the first and second.”

“Taylor Jorris had four key blocks in a row
on them and that kind of gave momentum back
to us and it seemed to swing back and forth. Tt
was just two great teams going at it, “ he added.

“Momentum can really shift in a game. That

second game was the worst we every played
and they beat us prelty good. We respond in the
third game.” :

“[ really think you saw the two best teams in
the OVAC right there and it could have gone
either way." '

“What I'm really proud of is that our confer-
ence, the PVC, had the top four teams here in
the OVAC tournament,” Trail coach Jeff Beros
said. “That speaks very highly of our confer-
ence and 10-15 years ago that wasn’t the case.”

“Monroe Central, Caldwell, Shenandoah and
ourselves have done a lot to help our area catch
up with Central Ohio,” Beros added. “We are
slowly but surely closing the gap., When you
have 44 voters around the state and Monroe
Central is No. 5 and the only undefeated team
left, that speaks well for our area.”

“I told the girls coming down here that we
were the No. 3 seed so all the pressure is on

"Mounroe Central, We finished runnerup to the

No. 1.”

In the semi-finals, Buckeye Trail stapped
Shenandoah in three sets, 25-11, 22-25, 25-14,
to move into the finals while Moaroe Central
made short work of Caldwell with a 25-11, 25-
6 straight set win. . ‘

Monroe was paced by Taylor Jorris with four
points, five kills and six assists while Aleisha
Guiler added four points, six kills and three
digs, Morgen Ramage had three kills and
Rebecca Parden added five points and three
kills. Karlie Davis closed with 13 points, four
aces and two kills and Samantha Kilburn had
13 points, two aces and five digs.

Trail’s win was highlighted by . Tracy Alt
who finished with two kills and 26 assists, Rory
Cox with four kills and two blocks, Laura
Dunlap with eight points, four aces, three
assists and nine digs. Jamie Bates finished with
three points and three kills, Alexa Abrams had
seven points, three aces, nine kills, two blocks
and five assists. Lauren Link added i3 points,
four aces, 13 kiils, two blocks and five assists
and Alicia Canningharo had 13 digs.

Beaver
claims
4-Atitle

By RICK DeLUCA
Times Leader Sports Writer

Beaver Local pulled off the
one of the OVAC tournaments
greatest comebacks in the
Class 4-A portion of the con-
ference’s championship pluy-
offs at Union Local High
School in Mbrristown,

Just one point away from
elimination in the semi-finals,
the Lady Beavers rallied to
take the middle set and went to
win their semi-final match
with Weir. :

In the finals, the Lady
Beavers were faced with etimi-
nation. again and ngain just one
point away from their exit.
With uncanny
resiliency for a T
young squad, AP
coach Walter ﬂ o
Anchors’ HASREY Rk
club pulled ‘¢ i &
out a thrilling
16-25, 26-24,
25-18 win over
top-seeded Indian Creek to
take home their second straight

OV AC crown,

Beaver was paced by
Brooke Jackson with seven
points,"20 Kills, three blocks
and five digs, while Michele
Nicholson added nine points,
two aces, 10 kills; two blocks
and 10 digs. Megsan Campbel!
had five points and 29 assists.

Indian Creek was led by
Christina Furda with five
points, 13 assists and 10 digs,
Lizzy Williamson hud nine
points, three kills, 11 assists
and six digs. Emily Teyis had
10 kills and two blocks, Haley
Mays added eight points, for
kills and 17 digs. Morgan
Reducha had 10 kills and
Erika Coilaros had 10 paints
and seven digs,

*It was definitely a game of
momentum and we couldn’t
get it back,”. a dejected Creek
coach Crystal -Hammock suid
after the setback. .

*This was definitely one of
our goals for this year and
we're & little disappointed that
we didn’t make i, but we're
not stopping.” _

“I couldn’t have ask them to
play any harder than they did
loday,” she added. “They are a
great group of kids and they
motivate themselves,”

“They never give up. They

erserve,” Anchors said after
is team captured their third

OVAC crown since 2002. “I.

told them to never give up and
you can see what happenecd
today,

* It was incredible and it
happened twice.”

“We have a really young
team,” he added. “But they just
push themselves harder and
harder. They showed - a lot
more maturity than their
years.”

In the semi-finals, Indian
Creek advanced ‘with a 20-25,
25-14, 25-11 win over a game
Brooke Bruin squad that sur-
prised the Lady Redskins in
the opening set, before giving
way to the Creek’s aggressive
play at the net in the second
two sets.

Beaver Local advanced
with & three set win in the
semi-finals, losing the first set
24-26, then rallying to take the
next two by 26-24 and 25-13
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BARNESVILLE’S Allile Doan goes up
Magnolia’s Renee Shepherd attempts
Magnolia went on to claim just lis se«
school history.

Magnolia w
Class 3-Ac

» Barnesville ends St. C’s sirea

By RICK DelLUCA
Times Leader Sports Writer

Magnolia and Barnesville have been ri
long, so it was no surprise when the twjo ma
3-A finals of the OVAC Volleyball Char
Local High School in Morristown Saturday

After advancing to the finals via hard
semi-finals, the two made their first meeting
ing one with Magnolia taking the 3-A crom
18 win over the Lady Shamrocks.

Couach Pam Chapman’s Ludy Blue Eagle
and 21st wins of the season with the swee
winning their first OVAC volleyball title sin

Barnesville, leaving Morristown still in
OVAC crown, closed the weekend with a |
Rocks will begin Sectional tournament play

In the finals. Magnolia apened with a
able (o take command until they pulled awas
lock in the first set.

In the second set, Barnesville fell behind
& lead that it held through much of the set. 1
Lady Eagles Tary Greene’s ace found the bu
winners a 19-16 lead did they start to gai
second. \

“We played very hard again Magnoli
coach Nikki McEndree said after the toug
pretly good team and they were the No. | se
put up a pretty good fght.”™

“We were happy to be here,” McEndree
with them. I'm proud of their effort today,
season. 1 thought our seniors provided gre
this season.”

*It is exciting,” a happy Chapman said a:
[ more excited for the girls. They are the on
hard all season long and done everything v
do. We have five scniors and the seniors
team,” .

In the finals, Alycia Bell paced the Ma
points, 20 kills and seven digs while Alic
1 {points and four digs. Suzanne Snyder had
digs while Greene finished with three points

Barnesville was led by Erica Weich wi
kills, four assists und nine digs. Lea Bittin
two blocks and an assist, Allie Doan closet
five digs, Chelscy Keylor had four points,
digs,

In the semi-final matchups, Magnoli
Harrison Central in three sets, 25-6. 20-2
finished with 19 points. £2 kills and 15 d
points and 50 assists, Hinerman added {2 e
had eight points and {9 blocks and Kayla Bi
points and 1) digs.

Sarah Wilden led the Lady Huskies wit
aces and four kills, Megan Albaugh had t
assists, Alli Doty had three points and two
had three points and four blocks and Hale
with three points and three digs.

Bamesville ended St. Clairsville four-ye
the OVAC with a 13-25, 25-17, 25-18 wi
Bettinger led the winners with three points
had six points, three aces, six kills and 16
with nine paints, three aces, six kills and 11
eight points, three Kills und eight ussists,

St, C was paced by Alex Pokas with two
nine digs, Stephanie Skatula closed with
[ -
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“Taylor Jorris had four key blocks in a row
on them and that kind of gave momentum back
to us and it seemed to swing back and forth. It
was just two great teams going at it, “ he added.

“Momentum can really shift in a game. That

second game was the worst we every J)layed
und they beat us pretty good. We respond in the
third gnme.”

*I really think you saw the two best teams in
the OVAC right there and it could have gone
either way.”

“What I'm renily proud of is that our confer-
ence, the PVC, had the top four teams here in
the OVAC tournament,” Trail coach Jeff Beros
said. *“That speaks very highly of our confer-
ence and 10-135 years ago that wasn’t the case.”

“Monroe Central, Caldwell, Shenuandoah and
ourselves have done a lot to help our area catch
up with Central Ohio,” Beros added. “We are
slowly but surely closing the gap. When you
have 44 voters around the state and Monroe
Central is No. 5 and the only undefeated team
left, that speaks well for our area.”

“I told the girls coming down here that we

~were the No. 3 seed so all the pressure is on

Monroe Central. We finished runnerup to the
No, 1.”

In the semi-finals, Buckeye Trail stopped
Shenandoah in three sets, 25-11, 22-25, 25-14,
to move into the finals while Monroe Central
made short work of Caldwell with a 25-11, 25-
6 straight set win.

Monroe was paced by Taylor Joms with four
points, five kills and six assists while Aleisha
Guiler added four points,-six kills and three
digs, Morgen Romuge had three kills and
Rebecca Parden added five points and three
kills. Karlie Davis closed with 13 points, four
sces and fwo kills and Samanthyy Kilburn had
13 points, two aces and five digs.

Trail’s win was highlighted by . Tracy Alt
who finished with two kills and 26 assists, Rory
Cox with four kills and two blocks, Laura
Dunlap with eight points, four aces, three
assists and nine digs. Jamie Bates finished with
three points and three kills, Alexa Abrams had
seven points, three aces, nine kills, two blocks
and five assists. Lauren Link added 13 points,
four aces, 13 kills, two blocks and five assisis
und Alicia Cunningham had 13 digs.

claims
4-A title

By RICK DeLUCA
Times Leader Sporls Writer

Beaver Local pulled off the
one of the OVAC tourmaments
preatest comebacks in the
Class 4-A portion of the con-
ference's championship play-

offs at Union Local High

School in Morristown.

Just one point away from
elimination in the semi-finals,
the Lady Beavers rallied to
take the middle set and went to
win their semi-final match
with Weir,

In the finals, the Lady
Beavers were faced with elimi-
nation again and again just one
peint away from their exit.
With uncanny
resiliency for a
young squad, £
coach Walter :
Anchors’ B
club pulled ¥
out a thrilling ¥4
16-25, 26-24,
25-18 win over
top-seeded Indian Creek to
take home their second straight
OVAC crown.

Beaver was paced by
Brooke Jackson with seven
points, 20 kills, three blocks
and five digs, while Michele
Nicholson added nine points,
two aces, 10 kills; two blocks
and 10 digs. Megsan Campbell
had five points and 29 assists.

Indian Creek was led by
Christina Furda with five
points, 13 assists and 10 digs,
Lizzy Willinmson had nine
points, three Kills, 11 assists
and six digs. Emily Tevis had
10 kills and two blocks, Haley
Mays added eight points, for
kills and 17 digs, Morgan
Reducha had 10 kills and
Erika Collaros had 10 points
and seven digs,

“it was definitely a game of
momentum and we couldn’t
get it back,”. a dejected Creek
coach Crystal Hammock said
after the setback. . _

“This was$ definitely one of
our goals for this year and
we're & little disappointed that
we didn’t make it, but we're
not stopping.”

“I couldn’t have ask them to
play any harder than they did
today,” she added. “They are n
great group of kids and they
motivate themselves.”

“They never give up. They
perserve,” Anchors said after

his team captured their third
OVAC crown since 2002, “1.

told them to never give up and
you can see what happened
today.

“ It was incredible and it
happened twice.”

“We have a really young

team,” he added. “But they just

push themselves harder and
harder. They showed a lot
more maturity than their
years.”

In the semi-finals, Indian
Creek advenced with a 20-25,
25-14, 25-11 win over a game
Brooke Bruin squad that sur-
prised the Lady Redskins in
the opening set, before giving
way to the Creek's apgressive
play at the net in the second
two sets,

Beaver Local advanced
with a three set win in the
semi-finals, losing the first set
24-26, then rallying to tuke the
next two by 26-24 and 25-13
over Weir,
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T- LthofSETH STASKEY
BAHNESVILLE S Allie Doan goes up for a return, while
Magnolia's Renee Shepherd attempts to block the shot.
Magnolia went on to claim just its second OVAC title in
schuol histary.

Magnolla wins

¢ Class 3-A crown

- Barnesville ends St. C’s streak in semifinals

By RICK DeLUCA .
Times Leader Sports Writer

Magnolia and Barnesville have been riding high all season
long, so it was no surprise when the twjo matched op in the Class
3-A finals of the OVAC Volleyball Chumplonshlps at Union
Local High School in Morristown Saturday morning.

After advancing to the finals vin hard-fought wins in the
semni-finals, the two made their first meeting of the year an excit-
ing one with Magnolia taking the 3-A crown with o 25-20, 25-
18 win over the Lady Shamrocks.

Coach Pam Chapman’s Lady Blue Eagles notched their 20th
and 21st wins of the séason with the sweep on Saturday while
winning their first OVAC volleyball title since 1991.

Barnesville, leaving Morristown still in search of their first
OVAC crown, closed the weekend with a 14-8 mark. The Lady
Rocks will begin Sectional tournament play this week,

In the finals, Magnolia opened with a big lead, but wasn’t
able to take command until they pulled away from a 17-all dead-
lock in the first set.

in the second set, Barnesville fell behind at 2-0 before taking
2 lead that it heid through muich of the set. It wasn’t until the the
Lady Eagles Tory Greene’s ace found the back comer to give the
winners a 19-16 lead did they start to gain momentum in the
second.

“We played very hard again Magnolia,” Lady Shamrock
coach Nikki McEndree said after the tough loss. “They are a
pretty good leam and they were the No. | seed, but I thought we
put up o pretiy good fight.”

“We were happy to be here,” McEndree added. “We battled
with them. I'm proud of their effort today. 1t was a very good
season, 1 thcmght our seniors provided great leadership for os
this season.’

“It is exciting,” a happy Chapman said after the. win, “I think
I more excited far the girls. They are the ones that hove worked
hard all season long and done everything we've asked them to
do. We have five seniors and the seniors are the glue to this
teum.” '

In the f’mls Alycia Bell paced the Magnolia win with six
points, 20 kills and seven digs while Alicia Hinerman added
1 Ipoints and four digs. Suzanne Snyder had five points and five
digs while Greene finished with three points and 30 assists,

Barnesville was led by Erica Welch with five points, three
kills, four assists and nine digs. Lea Bittinger had seven kills,
two blocks and ‘an assist, Allie Doan closed with four kills and
five digs, Chelsey Keylor had four points, three kills and eight
digs.

In the semi-final matchups, Magnolia got the better of
Harrison Central in three sets, 25-6, 20-25, 25-12. Shepherd
finished with 19 points, 12 kills and 15 digs, Greene had 17
points and 50 ussists, Hinerman added 12 points and 7 digs, Bell
had eight poinis and 19 blocks and Kayla Brill closed with eight
points and 10 digs.

Sarah Wilden led the Lady Huskies with four points, three
aces and four kills, Megan Albaugh had three points and six
assists, Alli Doty had three points and two Kills, Kris Brandon
had three points and four blocks and Haley Harrison finished
with three points and three digs.

Bamesville ended St. Clairsville four-year run at the top of
the OVAC with a 13-25, 25-17, 25-18 win in the semi-finals.
Bettinger led the winners with three points and 10 kills, Doan
had six points, three aces, six kills and 16 digs. Keylor closed
with nine points, three aces, six kills and 11 digs and Welch had
eight points, three kills and eight assists.

St. C was paced by Alex Pokas with two aces, five kills and
nine digs. Stephanie Skatula closed with five kills, and five
blocks. Alex Holub had two assists and seven digs. '
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Blue Eagles Flying High

Bell leads Magnolia
to OVAC 3-A '
volleyball title

By RICK DeLUCA
For The News-Register

Magnolia and Barnesville
have been riding high all sea-
son fong, so it was no sorprise
when the two matched up in
the Ohio Valley Athletic Con-
ference Class AAA final Satur-
day at Morristown.

After nclv:mcing to the finals .

via hard-fought victories in the
semifinals, the two made their
first meeting of the season on
exciting one, with Magnolia
taking the 3-A crown with a
25-20, 25-18 victory against
the Shamrocks.

Coach Pam Chapman’s Blue
Eagles notched their 20th and
21st victories of the season
with the sweep while winning
their first OVAC volleyball
title since 1991.

Barnesville, leaving Morris-
town still in search of ity first
OVAC crown, closed the
weekend with a 14-8 mark.
The Shamrocks will begin sec-
tional tournament play this
week,

In the finals, Magnolia
opened with a big lead, but
wasn’t able to take command
until they pulled away from a
1'7-all deadlock in the first set.

In the second set, Bamesville
fell behind at 2-0 before taking
u lead that it held through muc
of the set. It wasn’t until the the
Lady Eagles Tory Greene's ace
found the back corner to give
the winners a 19-16 lead did
they start to gain momentum in
the second.

“We pluyed very hard again
Magnolia,”” Lady Shamrock
couch Nikki McEndree said
nfter the tough loss. ““They are
a pretty good team and they
were the No. | seed, but |
thought we put up a pretty
good fight.”

““We were happy to be
here,”” McEndree added. “*We
battled with them. I’'m proud of
their effort todai_,;. It was a very
good seuson. | thought our sen-
iors provided great leadership
for us this season,”

"It is exciting,”” a happy
Chapman said after the win. *'1
think 1 more excited for the

irls. They are the ones that

ave worked hard oll season
long nnd done everything
we've asked them to do. We
have five senlors and the sen-
iors are the glue to this team.”

““‘Sometimes it's 4 good
thing and sometime it’s a bad

LR}

thing,"”" Chapman said about
coming into the OVAC play-
offs against teams that they did
not face during the season.
*It’s the best of two evils. We
just try to'watch them warm
up.”’

“‘I knew coming back that
this was a good group that
needed to work on the funda-
mentals and the ball handling.
They bond really well together.
They work really well as a

‘team.”’

In the finals, Alycia Bell
paced Magnolia with six
points, 20 kills and seven digs
while Alicia Hinerman added
I'l points and four digs.
Suzanne Snyder hac five points
and five digs while Greene fin-
ished with three points and 30
assists. ’

Barnesville was led by Erica
Welch with five points, three
kitls, four assists and nine digs.
Lea Bittinger had seven kills,
two blocks and an assist, Allie
Doan closed with four kills and
five digs, Chelsey Keylor had
four points, three Eills and eight
digs.

In the semifinal matchups,
Magnolia got the better of Har-
rison Central in three sets, 25-

Pholn by Seth Stuskey
Magnolia’s Alycia Bell (23) tries to hit through the block of
Harrison Central’s Kasey Bethel (6) as Megan Albaugh (20)
looks on during their OVAC Class AAA volleyball match.

6, 20-25, 25-12. Shepherd fin-
ished with 19 points, 12 kills
and 15 digs, Greene had 17
points and 50 assists, Hiner-
man idded 12 points and 7
digs, Bell had eight points and
19 blocks and Kayla Brill
closed with eight points and 10
digs.

Sarah  Wilden led the
Huskies with four points, three
aces and four kills, Megan
Albaugh had three points and
six assists, Alli Doty had three
points and two kills, Kris Bran-
don hnd three points and four
blocks and Huley Harrison fin-
ished with three points and
three digs,

Barnesville ended St.
Clairsville four-year run at the
top of the OVAC witha |3-25,
25-17, 25-18 victory in the
semifinals. Bettinger led the
winners with three points and
10 kills, Doan had six points,
three aces, six kills and 16
digs. Keylor closed with nine
points, three aces, six kills and
11 digs and Welch had eight
points, three kills and eight
USSISTS. '

S5t. C was paced by Alex
Pokas with two aces, tive Kills
and nine digs.

Stubborn Beavers Battle Back

Beaver Local rallies
after being near
elimination twice

By RICK DeLUCA

For The News-Register

Beaver Local pulied off the
one of the OVAC tournaments
greatest comebacks in the
Class 4-A portion of the con-
ference’s championship play-
offs at Union Locul High
School in Morristown.,

Just one point away from
elimination in the semi-finals,
the Beavers rallied to take the
middle set and went to win
their semi-final match with
Weir.

In the finals, the Beavers
were taced with elimination
ngain and again just one point
away from their exit. With
uncanny resiliency for o young
squad, coach Walter Anchors’
club pulled out a thrilling 16-
25, 26-24, 25-18 victory
aguinst top-seeded Indian

Creek to take home their sec-
ond straight OVAC crown.

Beaver was paced by
Brooke Jackson with seven
points, 20 kills, three blocks
und five digs, while Michele
Nicholson added nine points,
two aces, 10 kills, two blocks
and 10 digs. Megan Campbell
had five points and 29 assists,

Indian Creek was led by
Christina Furda with five
points, 13 assists and [0 digs,
Lizzy Williamson had nine
points, three kills, 11 assists
and six digs. Emily Tevis had
[0 kills and two blocks, Huley
Mays added eight points, for
Kills and 17 digs, Morgan
Reduchy had 10 kills and
Erika Collaros had 10 points
and seven digs. .

““It was definitely a game
of momentum and we could-
n’t get it back,’” a dejected
Creek coach Crystal Ham-
mock said after the setback.
**This was definitely one of
our goals for this year and
we're a little disappointed that

we didn't make it, but we're

not stopping.

*‘I couldn’t have ask them
to play any harder than they
did today,” she added. **They
are a great group of Kids and
they motivate themselves.™

**“They never pive up, They
perserve,”’ Anchors said after
his team captured their third
OVAC crown since 2002, *'1
told them to never give up and
you can see what happened
today. It was incredible and it
happened twice.

“‘We have a really young

team,”” he added. **But they
just push themselves harder
and harder. They showed a lot
more maturity than their
years, ™’

In the semi-finals, Indian
Creek advanced with a 20-25,
25-14, 25-11 win over a
game Brooke Bruins squad
that surprised the Redskins in
the opening set, before giving
way 1o the Creek’s aggressive
play at the net in the second
two sets.

I'hato by Seth Stuskey

Monroe Central’s Aleisha Guiler, left, and Karlee Davis,
right, go up for the block against Caldwell,

Seminoles Take
Class AA Crown

Unbeaten Monroe
Central defeats
Warriors in thriller

By RICK DeLUCA

For The News-Register

What else would you
expect from possibly the two
best teams in the OVAC,

Monroe Central’s unbeat-
en and state-ranked Lady
Seminoles needed three very
tough matches with PVC-
rival Buckeye Trail to pull
out a thrilling 25-13, 8-25,
25-22 victory against the
Lady Warriors to capture
their third straight OVAC
Class 2-A Volieyball crown
Saturday night at Morris-
town, _

Coach Troy Baker's Semi-
noles swept through a quick
first set victory before being
blitzed by the Warriors in the
second.But the two teams
locked into a real barnburner
in the third set before Mon-
roe completed their three-
peat. _

Maonroe improved to 22.0
heading into sectional play
Thursday,

In the championship
match, the Lady Noles were
led by Taylor Jorris with
nite points, two aces, five
kills, eight blocks and eight
assists. Aleisha Guiler added

dhree points, nine kills and

10 assists. Morgen Ramage
had 11 points, three aces,
and four kills, Karlie Davis
had six points, two aces,
five kills and five digs,
Samantha Kilburn closed
with five points, three blocks
and 12 digs and Rebecca
Parden had three kills,

Trail was led by Rory Cox
with 13 points, for kills, two
blocks and 12 digs, Traci Alt
with 10 points, 22 assists
and seven digs Alicia Cun-
ningham had 16 digs, l.oura
Dunlap closed with five

oints, two aces and four

ills. Jamie Betts had for
points, four aces, four kills
and four blocks, Alexa
Abrams added three kills and
three blocks and Lauren Zink
had 10 kills, four blocks and
16 digs. .

“It was one of our goals
early in the season (o repeat
as OVAC champions,” Baker
said after the victory. “It was
kind of like a tale of two
teams there in the first and
second.”

“Taylor Jorris had four
key blocks in a row on them
and that kind of gave

momentum back {o us und it
seemed to swing back und
forth. It was just two great

~teams going at it, * he added.

“Momentum can really
shift in a game. That second
game was the worst we every
played and they beat us pret-
tr\]w good. We respond in the
third game.” ‘

“I really think you saw the
two best teams in the OVAC
right there and it could have
gone either way.”

“What I'm really proud of
is that our conference, the
PVC, had the top four teams
here in the OVAC tourna-
ment,” Trail coach Jeff Beros
said. “That speiks very high-
ly of our conference and 0-
15 years ago that wasn't the
case,”

“Monroe Ceniral, Cald-
well, Shenandoah and our-
selves have done a Jot 1o help

‘our area catch up with Cen-

tral Ohio,” Beros added. “We
are slowly but surely closing
the gap. When you lave 44
voters around the state and
Monroe Central is No. 5 and
the only undefeated team
left, that speaks well for our
urea.”

“1 told the girls coming
down here that we were the
No. 3 seed so all thé pressure
is on Monroe Central, We
finished runnerup to the No.
1.”

In the semi-finals, Buck-
eye Trail stopped Shenan-
doah in three sets, 25-11,
22-25, 25-14, to move into
the finals while Monroe Cen-
tral made short work of
Caldwell with a 25-11, 25-6
straight set victory.

Monroe was paced by Jor-
ris with four points, five kills
and six assists while Guiler
added four points, six kills
and three digs, Ramage had
three kills and Parden added
five points and three kills.
Davis closed with 13 points,
four aces and two kills and
Kilburn had 13 points, two
aces and,five digs,

Trail's victory was high-
lighted by Alt, who finished
with two kills and 26 assists,
Cox with four kills and two
blocks, Dunlap with eight
points, four aces, three

. assists and nine digs. Bates

finished with three points
and three Kills, Abrams had
seven points, three aces, nine
kills, two blocks und five
assists. Link added 13
points, four aces, 13 kills,
two blocks and five assists
and Cunningham had 13
digs.
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Beallsville’s Savannah
Burke swings through a
spike during the OVAC
Class A volleyball final

Twoin A
Row For
Devils
Beallsville rallies

for three-set victory
against St. John

By RICK DeLUCA
For The News-Register
One of four defending

champions coming back to
regain their OVAC crowns
on Saturday, Beallsville cap-
tured its second straight
Class 1-A title, but the Lady
Blue Devils had to do it the
hard way.

After batthing to pick up a
25-21 win in the first set,
the Lady Devils saw St.
John Centra’s much-
improved Fisghling Irish
rally from a 15-11 deficit to
notch a 25-19 win in the
second.

Beallsville dominated in
the third set, %rabbing a25-
8 win and a third OVAC 1-
A title in six years,

With the win, Beallsville
boosted its record to 20-1
on the season while St. John

Central finished the week-

end at 17-3.

In the final match,
Beallsville was led by Latara
Arnold with 25 assists and
13 difgs, savannah Burke
with four points, 12 kills,
five blocks and nine digs,
Amanda Fraley with three

oints, 14 kills and three
locks and Kerri Thomas
with 13 points, three aces,
Il kills and nine digs.
Kristin Lallathin added 14
points, six assists and 13
digs, Alexis Kanzigg had
four kills and three digs and
Tori Jarrett had two points
and eight digs.

I told our girls that St.
John was o very improved
team over the first time we
saw them and T don't know
that we improved that much.
We just idled along. They
got a lot better us the season
went along and we have to
step up and play,”” Blue
Devil coach Patrick Wells
suid after the victory.

**I told them that this was
not a game you could just
slide by and that they would
have to step up or they
would beat us,” he added.

““We locking for other
people on the court to make
the play,” Wells said he told
his girls after dropping the
second set. “‘I told them we
need to have a couple people
diving on the floor., Some-
(lictdé,r has to step up and they

id."”’

St. John Central was led
by Sara Wamsley with five
kills, Marissa Hendershot
with two points and three
assists, Jessica Uhrich with

Bell leads Magnolia
to OVAC 3-A
volleyball title

By RICK DeLUCA
For The News-Register

Magnolia and Barnesville
have been riding high all sea-
son long, so it was no surprise
when the two matched up in
the Ohio Valley Athletic Con-
ference Class AAA final Satur-
day at Morristown.

After advancing to the finals
via hard-fought victories in the
semifinals, the two made their
first meeting of the season an
exciting one, with Magnolia
taking the 3-A crown with a
25-20, 25-18 victory against
the Shamrocks.

Coach Pam Chapman’s Blue
Eagles notched their 20th and
21st victories of the season
with the sweep while winning
their first OVAC volleyball
title since 1991,

Barnesvitle, leaving Morris-
town still in search of its first
OVAC crown, closed the

weekend with a 14-8 mark.

The Shamrocks will begin sec-
tional tournament play this
week,

In the finals, Magnolia
opened with a big lead, but
wasn’t able to take command
until they pulled away from a
17-all deadlock in the first set.

In the second set, Bamesville
fell behind at 2-0 before takinE
a lead that it held through muc
of the set. It wasn’t until the the
Lady Eagles Tory Greene's ace
found the back corner to give
the winners a 19-16 lead did
they start to gain momentum in
the second.

“We pluyed very hard again
Magnolia,”" Lady Shamrock
coach Nikki McEndree said
after the tough loss. **They are
a pretty good team and they
were the No. 1 seed, but I

thought we put up a pretty

pood fight."”’

“*We were happy to be
here,”” McEndree added. **We
battled with them. I'm proud of
their effort toda[\_/l. It was a very
good season. [ thought our sen-
1ors provided great leadership
for us this season.””

“It is exciting.”” a happy
Chapman said after the win. **1
think I more excited for the

irls. They are the ones that

ave worked hard all season
long and done everything
we've asked them to do. We
have five seniors and the sen-
iors are the glue to this team.”’

**Sometimes it's a good
thing and sometime it’s & bad

Blue Eagles Flying High

Magnolia’s Alycia Bell (23} tries to hit through the block of
Harrison Central’s Kasey Bethel (6) as Mcfan Albaugh (20)
looks on during thelr OVAC Class AAA vol

thing,”” Chapman said about
coming into the OVAC play-
offs against teams that they did
not face during the scason,
“1ts the best of two evils, We
just try to watch them warm
up.”’

*1 knew coming back thut
this was u good group that
needed to work on the Fundu-
mentals and the ball handling.
They bond really well together.

They work really well as a

team.”

[n the finals, Alycia Bell
paced Magnolia with six
points, 20 kills and seven digs
while Alicia Hinerman added
11 points and four digs.
Suzanne Snyder had five points
and five digs while Greene fin-
ished with three points and 30
assists. : '

Barnesville was led by Erica
Welch with five points, three
kills, four assists and nine digs.
Lea Bittinger had seven kills,
two blocks and an assist, Allie
Doan closed with four kills and
five digs, Chelsey Keylor had
four points, three kills and eight
digs.

In the semifinal matchups,
Magnolia got the better of Hur-
rison Central in three sets, 25-

Phato by Seth Staskey

cyball matceh,

6. 20-25,25-12. Shepherd fin-
ished with 19 points, 12 Kills
and 15 digs, Greene had 17
points and 50 assists, Hiner-
man added 2 points and 7
digs, Bell had eight points and
19 blocks and Kayla Brill
closed with eight points and 10
digs.

Sarah Wilden led the
Huskics with four points, three
aces and four kills, Megan
Albaugh had three points and
six assists. Alli Doty had three
points and two Kills, Kris Bran-
don had three peints and four
blocks und Haley Hurrison fin-
ished with three points and
three digs.

Barnesville ended St
Clairsville four-year run at the
top of the OVAC with a 13-25,
25-17. 25-18 victory in the
semifinals, Bettinger led the
winners with three points and
10 kills, Doan had six points,
three aces, six kills and 16
digs. Keylor closed with nine
points, three aces. six kills and
11 digs and Welch had eight
points, three kills and eight
158ists. :

St C was paced by Alex
Pokas with two aces, five Kills
and nine digs.

Stubborn Beavers Battle Back

Beaver Local rallies
after being near
elimination twice

By RICK DelLUCA

For The News-Register

Beaver Local pulled off the
one of the OVAC lournaments
greatest comebacks in the
Class 4-A portion of the con-
ference’s championship play-
offs at Union Local High
School in Morristown.

Just one point away from
elimination in the semi-finals,
the Beavers rallied to take the
middle set and went to win
their semi-final match with
Weir,

In the finals, the Beavers
were faced with elimination
again and again just one point
away from their exit. With
uncanny resiliency for a young
squad, coach Walter Anchors’
club pulled out a thrilling 16-
25, 26-24, 25-18 victory
against top-seeded Indian

Creek to take home their sec-
ond straight OVAC crown.

Beaver was paced by
Brooke Jackson with seven
points, 20 kills, three blocks
and five digs, while Michele
Nicholson added nine points,
two aces, 10 kills, two blocks
and 10 digs. Megan Campbell
had five points and 29 assists.

Indian Creek was led by
Christina Furda with five
points, 13 assists and 10 digs;
Lizzy Williamson had nine
points, three kills, 11 assists
and six digs. Emily Tevis had
10 kills and two blocks, Haley
Mays added eight points, for
Kills and 17 digs, Morgan
Reducha had 10 kills and
Erika Collaros had 10 points
and seven digs. -

1t was definitely a game
of momentum and we could-
n’t get it back,”" a dejected
Creek coach Crystal Ham-
mock said after the setback,
*“This was definitely one of
our goals for this ycar and
we're a little disappointed that

we didn’t make it. but we’'re
not stopping.

**1 couldn’t have ask them
to play any harder than they
did today.”” she added. *“They
are a great group ol Kids and
they motivate themselves.™

“They never give up. They
perserve.”” Anchors said afler
his team captured their third
OVAC crown since 2002, **]
told them to never give up and
you can see what happened
today. 1t was incredible and it
happened twice. ’

“*We have a really voung
team.”” he added. **But they
just push themselves harder
and larder. They showed a lot
more maturity than their
years,”

in the semi-finals. Indian
Creek advanced with a 20-25,
25-14, 25-11 win over a
aume Brooke Bruins squad
that surprised the Redskins in
the opening set. betore giving
way to the Creek™s aggressive
play at the net in the second
two sets,

Mounroce Central’s Aleisha Guiler, left, and
right, go up for the block against Caldwell.

Seminoles T
Class AA Cr

Unbeaten Monroe
Central defeats
Warriors in thriller

By RICK DeLUCA
For The News-Register
What else would you

expect from possibly the two
best teams in the OVAC.

Monroe Central’s unbeat-
en and state-ranked Lady
Seminoles needed three very
tough matches with PYC-
rival Buckeye Trail to pul
out a thrilling 25-13, 8-25,
25-22 victory ugainst the
Ludy Wairiors to capture
their third straight OVAC
Clnss 2-A Volleyball crown
Suaturday night at Morris-
town.

Couch Troy Baker’s Semi-
noles swept through a quick
first set victory before being
blitzed by the Warriors in the
second.But the Awo teams
locked into a real barnburner
in the third set before Mon-
roe completed their three-
peat.

Monroe improved to 22-0
heading into sectionul play
Thursday,

In the championship
mutch, the Lady Noles were
led by Taylor Jorris with
nine points, two aces, five
kills, eight blocks and eight
assists. Aleisha Guiler added
three points, nine kills and
[0 assists. Morgen Ramage
had 1| points, three aces,
and four kills, Karlie Davis
had six  points. two aces,
five kills and five digs,
Samantha Kilburn closed
with five points. three blocks
and 12 digs and Rebecca
Parden had three kills.

Trail was led by Rory Cox
with 15 points. for kills. two
blocks and 12 digs, Traci Alt
with 10 points, 22 assists
and seven digs Alicia Cun-
aingham had 16 digs, Laura
Dunlap closed with five

oinls, two aces and four

ills. Jamie Betts had for
points. four aces, four kills
und four blocks, Alexa
Abrams added three kills and
three blocks and Lauren Zink
had 10 kills, four blocks and
16 digs.

“It was one of our gouls
curly in the season to repeat
a5 OVAC champions,” Boker
said after the victory. “It was
kind of like a tale of two
teams there in the first and

second.”
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for three-set victory
against St. John

By RICK DelLUCA
For The News-Register
One of four defending

champions coming back to
regain their OVAC crowns
on Suturday, Beallsville cap-
tured its second straight
Class 1-A title, but the Lady
Blue Devils had to do it the
hard way.

After battfing to pick up a
25-21 win in the first set,
the Lady Devils saw St.
John Centra’s  much-
improved Fighting Irish
rally from a 15-11 deficil to
nofch a 25-19 win in the
second.

Beallsville dominated in
the third set, grabbing a 25-
8 win and a third OVAC 1-
A title in six years.

With the win, Beallsville
boosted its record to 20-1
on the season while St. John

Central finished the week-

end at 17-5.

In the final match,
Beallsville was led by Latara
Arnold with 25 assists and
13 digs, suvanniah Burke
with fouor points, 12 kills,
five blocks and nine digs,
Amanda Fraley with three
points, 14 kills and three
blocks and Kerri Thomas
with 13 points, three aces,
11 kills and nine digs.
Kristin Lallathin added 14
points, six assists and 13
digs, Alexis Kanzigg had
four kills and three digs and
Tori Jarrett had two points
and eight digs.

[ told our girls that St.
John was a very improved
team over the first time we
saw them and | don't know
that we improved that much.
We just idled along. They
got a lot better as the season
went along and we have to
step up and play,”’ Blue
Devil coach Patrick Wells
said after the victory.

I told them that this was
not & game you could just
slide by and that they would
have to step up or they
would beat us.”” he added.

**We looking for other
people on the court to make
the play,”” Wells said he told
his girls after dropping the
second set. *‘I told them we
need to have a couple people
diving on the floor. Some-
S'Oély has to step up and they
id.”

St. John Central was led
by Sara Wamsley with five
kills, Marissa Hendershot
with two points and three
assists, Jessica Uhrich with
five points, Jessica Vavra
with six points and five aces
and Justene Delman with
four points and three Kills.

“You could just see that
Beallsville wanted it more
than we did.”” Irish coach
Megan Gesualdo said after
the heartbreaking loss.
“You could just see it in
their faces,”

*If they have fun they do
good,”” she added. “*I told
them that if they have fun,
they'li play well and I'll be
happy. In the last game, it
was just hard to come
back.”

In the semti-finals, .top-
seeded Beallsville topped
Bridgeport in two sets, 25-
12, 25-13. Latara Arnold
led the winners with 10
points and nine assists
while Savannah Burke
added three points, five
kills and four blocks,
Amanda Fraley had five
points, three aces, five kills.
Kristin Lollathin had 13
points with five aces, eight
assists and two digs and
Alexis Kanzigg had seven
kills,

17-al} deadlock in the Tirst set.

In the second set, Barnesville
fell behind at 2-0 before taking
a lead that it held through much
of the set. It wasn’t until the the
Lady Euagles Tory Greene’s ace
found the back corner to give
the winners a 19-16 lead did
they start to gaint momentum in
the secoid.

“*We played very hard again
Magnolia,”” Lady Shamrock
coach Nikki McEndree said
after the tough loss. “*They are
a pretty good team and they
were the No. | seed. but |
thought we put up a pretty
good tight.”

“We were happy to be
here,”” McEndree added. ~*We
battled with them. I'm proud of
their effort today. It was a very
good season. [ thought our sen-
tors provided great leadership
for us this season.”™

“It is exciting.”” a happy
Chapman said after the win. 1
think I more excited for the
girls. They are the ones that
have worked hard all season
long and done everything
we've asked them to do. We
have five seniors and the sen-
iors are the glue to this team.™

*Sometimes it's a good
thing and somelime it's a bad

oy

thing.”" Chapman said about
coming into the OVAC play-
offs against teams that they did
nol face during the season.
“1's the best of two evils, We

just try lo watch them warm

up.
1 knew coming back thit
this was u good group that
needed o work on the funda-
mentils and the ball handling.
They bond really well together.
They work really well as a
feamn.””

In the finals, Alycia Bell
paced Magnolia with six
points. 20 kills and seven digs
while Alicia Hinerman added
11 points and four digs.
Suzanne Snyder had five poinls
and five digs while Greene fin-
ished with three polnts and 30
assists, '

Burnesville was led by Erica
Welch with five points. three
kills, four assists and nine digs,
Lea Bittinger had seven Kills,
two blocks and an assist. Allie
Doun closed with four kiils and
five digs. Chelsey Keylor had
[our points. three kitls and eight
digs.

[n the semifinal matchups.
Magnolia got the betier of Har-
rison Central in three sels, 25-

6, 20-25, 25-12. Shepherd lin-
ishied with 19 points. 12 Kills
and 15 digs. Greene had 17
points and 50 assists, Hiner-
man added 12 points and 7
digs, Bell had eight points and
19 blocks and Kaylia Brifl
closed with eight points and 10
digs.

Surah Wilden led the
Huskies with four points, threc
aces und tour Kills. Megan
Albaugh had three points and
six assists. Alli Doty had three
points and two kills, Kris Bran-
don had three points and four
blocks and Haley Hacrison fin-
ished with three points and
three digs.

Barnesville ended St
Clairsville four-year run o the
top of the OVAC witha 1 325,
25-17. 25-18 victory in the
semifinals. Bettinger led the
winners with three points and
10 kills. Doan had six points,
three aces. six kills and 16
digs. Keylor closed with nine
points, three aces, six Kills and
L1 digs and Welch had eight
points. three kills and eight
issists.

S5t. C was paced by Alex
Pokas with two pces, five kills
atid nine digs.

Stubborn Beavers Battle Back

Beaver Local rallies
after being near
elimination twice

By RICK DeLUCA

For The News-Register

Beaver Local pulled off the
one of the OVAC tournaments
greatest comebacks in the
Class 4-A portion of the con-
ference’s championship play-
offs at Union Local High
School in Morristown.

Just one point away [rom
elimination in the semi-finals,
the Beavers rallied to take the
middle set and went to win
their semi-final match with
Weir.

In the finals. the Beavers
were faced with elimination
again and again just one point
away from their exit. With
uncanny resiliency for a young
squad, coach Walter Anchors’
club pulled out a thrilling 16-
25, 26-24, 25-18 victory
against top-secded Indian

Creck to take home their sec-
ond straight OVAC crown.

Beaver was paced by
Brooke Jackson with seven
points, 20 kills. three blocks
and five digs. while Michele
Nicholson added nine points.
two aces, 10 kills, two blocks
and 10 digs. Megan Campbell
had five points and 29 assists,

Indian Creek was led by
Christina Furda with five
points, 13 assists and 10 digs.
Lizzy Williamson had nine
points, three Kills. 11 assists
and six digs. Emily Tevis had
10 Kills and two blocks. Haley
Mays added eight points. for
kills and 17 digs. Morgan
Reducha had 10 kills and
Erika Collares had 10 points
and seven digs.

=1t was definitely a game
of momentum und we could-
n't get it back.”" a dejected
Creek couch Crystal Ham-
mock said after the setback.
“*This was definitely one of
our goals for this year and

we're a little disuppointed that

we didn’t make it. but we're
nol stopping.

1 couldn’t have ask them
to play any harder than they
did today.”” she added. " They
are a great group of Kids and
they motivale themselves.””

“They never give up, They
perserve.”” Anchors said alter
his team captured their third
OVAC crown since 2002, 1
tokd them to never give up and
you can see what happened
today. It was incredible and it
happened twice.

“We have a really voung

team.”” he added. " But they
just push themselves harder
and harder. They showed o lot
more maturity than their
yeurs.’

In the semi-finals, Indian
Creck advanced with i 20-25,
25-14, 25-11 win over a
sane Brooke Bruins squad
thit surprised the Redskins in
the opening sel. helore giving
way to the Creek’s aggressive
play at the net in the second
Lwo sets,

Class AA (1

Unbeaten Monroe
Central defeats
Warriors in thriller

By RICK DeLUCA

For The News-Register

What else would you
expect from possibly the two
best teams in the OVAC,

Monree Central’s unbeat-
en and state-ranked Lady
Seminoles needed three very
tough muatches with PVC-
rival Buckeye Trail to pull
out a thriliing 25-13, 8-25.
25.22 victory against the
Lady Warriors to capture
their third straight OVAC
Cluss 2-A Valleyball crown
Saturday night at Morris-
lowiL.,

Coach Troy Baker’s Semi-
noles swepl through a quick
first set victory before being
blitzed by the Warriors in the
second.But the two teams
locked §nto a real barnburner
in the third set before Mon-
roe completed their three-
peat.

Monroe improved to 22-0
heading into sectional play
Thursday.

In the championship
match. the Lady Noles were
led by Taylor Jorris with
nine points, two aces, five
Kills, eight blocks and eight
assists. Aleisha Guiler added
three points, nine kills and
10 assists. Morgen Ramage
had 1} points, three aces.
and four kills. Karlie Davis
had six  poinis, 1wo aces.
five kills and five digs.
Samantha Kilburn closed
with five points, three blocks
and 12 digs and Rebecea
Parden had three kills.

Trail was led by Rory Cox
with 15 points, for Kills, two
blocks and 12 digs. Traci Alt
with 10 points, 22 assisis
and seven digs Alicia Cun-
ningham had §6 digs. Laura
PDuntap closed with five
points, two aces and four
kills, Jamie Betts had for
poiats, four aces, four kills
and lour blocks, Alexa
Abrams added three kills and
three blocks and Lauren Zink
had 10 kills. four blocks and
6 digs.

“It was one of our goals
arly in the scason to repeat
a5 OVAC champions,” Baker
said after the victory, “It was
kind of like a tale of two
teums there in the first and
second.”

“Taylor Jorris had four
key blocks in a row on them
and that kind ol gave
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faced all three other qualifiers. Aside from Beallsville, the Lady
Irish topped Bridgeport twice and got the better of Valley in their
lone meeting.

Quite possibly the best may be saved for last with unbeaten
and top-seeded Monroe Central heading the
Class 1-A card that gets started at 6 p.m. Y
Coach Troy Baker's Lady Seminoles '€
take on fourth-seeded Caldwell on 4
the main court while second-seed- /
ed Shenandoah battles third-seed-
ed Buckeye Trail on Court #2.

Class 2-A provides teams with ¥

the opportunities to square off for
the third time this season as al} 2-
A teams were slated to face each
other during the season. Monroe
Central has two wins over Caldwell and
one each over the Lady Zeps and Trail.
Buckeye Trail and Shenandoah split their reguiar season meet-
ings. Shenandoah also split its two outings with Caldwell. Trail,
slated to play Caldwell this week in regular season play, beat the
Lady Redskins in an earlier meeting.

Gates apen at 7:30 a.m. with ticket prices set at $4.00 for stu-
dents and $6.00 for adults.

In addition. a mandatory meeting of all coaches or their repre-
sentalives witl be held on Sunday. October 14 at Ohig
University Eastern at 2 p.m. for all-star selection. Schools nol
represenied will have no players in the all-star match.

INSIDE . .
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Comics / C8
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By RICK DeL.UCA
Times Leader Sports Writer

[ Prior to 1995, schools in Ohio and West
Virginia held separate conference champions.
{On Saturday, the OVAC will conduct its 13th
annual interstate Volleyball Championships at
Union Local High School in Morristown with
hction getting under way at 9 a.m.

. Four teams in each class earned berths
in this weekend’s playoffs including

all four defending champions and %
pne school looking for its fifth %
straight OVAC crown. Q%

. Back to defending their ’
trowns are two-time champions {y#
Beallsville, Monroe Central and ¥&§?

Beaver Local and five-time win- 7%
ner St. Clairsville. The Lady Red
Devils have won four straight and
hre three-for-three in title matches
under current coach Rebecca Hays.
Five schools will be gunning for their first
volleyball crown. .
Saturday’s action gets started at 9 a.m. with
the Class 3-A semi-finals.
Top-seeded Magnolia takes on fourth-seeded
Harrison Central on the main court while sec-
ond-seeded Barnesville battles third-seeded St.
Clairsville on Court #2. The finals will be
played on the main court immediately following

the semi-finals in each class.
In the 3-A division, only St. Clairsville and

OVAC Volleyball to

Harrison Central have faced off during the sea-
son with the Lady Devils winning their lone
match. Both semi-finals wil] be first-time
matchups in 2007. :

At noon, Class 4-A action gets under way

with top-seeded Indian Creek facing fourth-
seeded Brooke on the main court and second-
seeded Beaver Local taking on third-seeded
Weir on Court #2,
Ironically, Indian Creek qualified for
the 4-A playoffs in its first year since
moving up from the 3-A ranks this
year. Creek and Brooke will be
playing for the first time this year,
but both teams played Weir during
the ‘07 season. IC took two
matches from the Lady Riders this
season while Brooke dropped their
only match with Weir.

Beaver Local is guaranteed
new opponents in the tournament
coming in without facing any of the
other qualifiers during the season.

Class I-A action is set to get under way at 3
p.m. with top-seeded Beallsville matching up
with fourth-seeded Bridgeport on the main floor
and second-seeded St. John Central taking on
third-seeded Valley on Court #2.

Coach Patrick Wells Lady Blue Devils owns
regular season wins over Bridgeport and St.
John Central, beating the latter twice. The Lady
Irish are the only team in the division to have

See, OVAC, Page C2
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THREE KEY-members of the Monroe Central Seminoles are pictured. From left are
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Beallsville outlasts St. John in 1-A
* Lady Blue Devils claim their second straight title

By RICK DeLUCA
Times Leader Sports Writer

One of four defending champions coming back to
regain their OVAC crowns on Saturday, Beallsville
captured its second straight Class 1-Atitle, but the
Lady Blue Devils had to do it the hard way.
. After bautling to pick up a 25-21 win'in

the first sel, the Lady Devils saw St John A\,
Central’s much-improved Fighting Irish /B
rally from a 15-11 deficit to notch a 25- Gud i
19 win in the second.

Beallsville dominated in the third set, ¥
grabbing a 25-8 win and a third OVAC 1-

A title in six years, R

With the win, Beallsville boosted its record to
20-1 on the season while St. John Central finished
the weekend at 1 7-5.

In the final match, Beallsville was led by Latara
Arnold with 25 assists and 13 digs, savannah Burke

... points and eight digs.

could just slide by and that they would have to step
up or they would beat us,” he added.

with four points, 12 kills, five blocks and nine digs,
Amanda Fraley with three points, 14 kills. and three
blocks and Kerri Thomas with 13 points, three aces,
11 kills and nine digs. Kristin Lallathin added 14
points, six assists and 13 digs, Alexis Kanzigg had
four kills and three digs and Tori Jarrett had two

“I told our girls that 5t. John was a very
improved team over the first time we saw
them and 1 don’t know that we improved
that much. We just idled along. They got a
lot better as the season went along and we
have to step up and play,” Rlue Devil coach
Patrick Wells said after the win,
“I told them that this was not a game you

“We looking for other people on the court to

Ses, BEALLSVILLE, Page G2

@ Beallsville
Continued from Page C1

make the plav.” Wells suid he
told his airls alter dropping the
second sel. 1 told them we
need (o lune o couple people
diving on the {loor, Somebody
has o step up and they did.”
St Johe Central was led by
Sara Wamsiey with five kills,
Marissa Hendershot with two
points and three assists, Tessica
Uhrich with five points, Jessica
Vavra with siv points and five
aces and Justene Deliman with
four peints and three kills,
“You could jusi see Lhat
Beallsville wanted o more than
we did.” Lady Trish couch
Mecan Gesnaldo said atter the
heartbreaking foss. “You could
Just see it in their laces,”
“Hothey have tun they do
gond.” she added. 1 told them
that if they have fun, they Il
play well and 1] be happy. In
the last same. it was just hard

W
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INDIAN CREEK’S Haley
Mays goes up for a return
during Saturday's OVAC
Volleyball Championship at
Union Local. The Lady
Redskins were knockad off
by Beaver Local.

tw eome back.”

In the semi-finals. top-seed-
ed Beallsville  topped
Hrideeport in two sets, 2512,
23130 Latara Armold led the
winners with [0 points and
nine assists whife Savannah
oske adided three points, tive

Kills and four blocks. Amanda
Fraley bad five points. three
aces, five kills, Kristin
Lollathin had 13 points with
Tive wees. el assists and two
digs and Adexis Kanzige had
seven Kills,

Bridgeport. Talling to 8-13.
was paced hy Rachel Benda
with two poings, five kills and
sit digs. Stephanie Bommer
had two points. two kills and
Four blocks, Morgan Belles
had two points and Four digs,

in the other semi-final. St.
Tohn Central registered o 25-
T4, 2512 win over Valley
with Marissa Hendershot regis-
tering 10 points. seven aces
and three assists. Sara
Wamsley added five points
and ope Kill. Justene Delman
linished with two points and
five Kills, Monika Figura had
tour points and three assists,

Valley received five points
amd two digs from Raquel
Partnidee w hile Samantha Fryve
addedd s1% points. Marci Bucher
Added Tour points and nine
assists and Alvson Weber had
four points. three biocks and
|3 ity

R

BEALLSVILLE’'S
Savannah Burks
goes up for a
return during the -«
Lady Blue Davils’
OVAC
Championship
match Saturday
afternoon at Union
Local High Schogol
in Morristown,

T4 Photo/SETH .
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s’c AC
Champions

PAST OVAC YOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONS

Beabsville, Palrick Wells
Monroe Cendral, Troy Baker
St Clairsvils, Reberea Hays
Beaver Lacal. Waltar Anchors

Padar Clly, Fred King

Manroa Cenlral, Troy Baker
51 Clairsvills, Rebecca Hays
Steubanvile, Suzanng Allen

Bridgepon, Bob Krainyak
Buckeye Trall, Jeft Beros

St Clavsvifie, Rebiacea Haya
Edison, Lynn Mayer

Frontier, Pat Galweath

Wallsville, Dan McKinstry

AAA 5L Ctairsville; Lisa Kazmirski and Shaspn
Pastor

AMAA - East Lverpool, Bob Stiansky

2002

Bealisvibe, P2t Marum
Wallswdte, Dan WeKinstry
Shenancaah, Gollesn Kasper
Beaver Local. Bob Thelss

Weirlgn Madonna, Dawn Hawthome
Buckeye Tral, Joff Baros

fdian Creak, Erin DeSantis

Edison, Lynn Mayer

Cameron, 5am Bayza
Wellsvile, Dan Mcimstry
Indian Cregk, Erin DeSantis
Cambridge, Jodia Jonas

A Camaron, Sam Bayza

AA  Shanandozh, Lyrn Tomeho
Indian Craek, Erin DaSantis
East Liverpoo!, Bob Shansky

Conotton Vadley, Tom Lynne
Buckeye Tred, Jalf Baros

Indian Creed, Erin DaSanls
East Liverpood, Bob Shansky

51. Joho Central, Chuck Protsi
Shenandoah, Lyan Tomeho
Intian Craedk, Erin DeSantis
Oak Glon, Ethed Riser

Cengllon Vakay, Mchels Eckstan
Tradl, Jofl Beros

Oak Glen, Elhef Risey

Edison, Karen Lundqast

Linsty, David MaBaw

Buckeya Trall. Jolt Beres .

5t Clairsvifle, Greg Bizzart and Jay Tazar
Wair, Ken Lahr

B HEESTREESREEE "
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Frortier, Pal Gabeealh
AR Butksye Tral, Jo!l Beros

 David Matiow
air, Kon Lahr

A Conatlon Vakey, Renna Covenlry
AA  Buckeya Trail, Jell Beros
AAA  Befiaie, Maria Stploy
A Pt iy E4
, Bd Van

AANAAAA Waimm Lamr il
1492
ghb E North, Karen Ly

dison (=] st
AA  Sieuberviie Cenfral, smmgﬁam
AAA  Bellaire, Maria Shipkey

Yest Virgini

ATAA . David Mallow
AAAIAAAA Wair, Ken Lahr
1991

Qhin

A Skyvua, Adranna Burkhart

AA - Stauhienvile Central, Sherm Slafons
AAA - Balaire, Maria Shiptay

Wezl Virginla

AlAA - Lmsly, David MaBow

AAMAAAA Magnoka, Pam Duncan

-Mpagan

- LaMathin,

CLASS 1-A
Mo, 1 Seed BEALLSVILLE
Head coach — Patrick Wells
Assistants — Debbie Amold
2007 OVAC Record: 16-1
Past OYAC Ghampionships: 2002, 2006
2007 Roster
Seniors: Savannah Burka, Hally Tyo,
Latara Arnold, Amanda Fraley, Rachel
Beckett.
Juniars: Kristin Lallathin, Kerrl Thomas.
Sophomaore: Cheyenne Moore, Rebacca
Garlick, Slg[phanie Kanzlg}F. Alexis

ari a

Kanzigg, Jdarretl, Jami Spence,
Morgan Hoberds.
Freshmen: Staria Secrest, Sam

Stephena, Michalla Riesceker.
No. 2 Sead ST. JOHN CENTRAL
Head coach — Magan Gesualdo
2007 OVAC Record: 16-4
Past OVAC Champlonships: 1997
2007 Roster
Sanlors; Marissa Hendershot, Caitlin
Longstatl, Lauren Sable, Jassica
Uhrich, fanna Vavra, Clarissa Wastlake,
Sara Wamslay,
Junlara: Justene Delman, Margan
Manukin, Lauren Boger, Gingar Wooard,
Lakyn McFarland, Brandi Richards,
Brooke Bakar.
Sophomores: Allela Sproul, Manlka
Flgura, Andrea LeMasters, Shayna Gil,
Blair Burger,
Frashmen: Sarah Wastlake. Lexis Ica,
Nicole Nolan, Rachet Tracy, Davon
Kahl, Kerri Broderick, Andrea
Timho, Niksle Kelly, Alexis Sharpa, Ellie
LaMasters, Jordan Nickerson.
No. 3 Seed VALLEY
Head coach — Gary Parlridge
Assisiants — Alan Mil'ar
2007 OVAC Record: 12-3
Pasl OVAC Champlonships: None
2007 Roster
Sanlors; Raguel Partridga, Alexandra
Higgenbotham, Marci  Buchar,
Samantha Frye, Briltany Price, Bonita
Lindsey.
Juniors: Alyson Weber, Allysa Midcap,
Ava Moris, Megan Midcap.
Sophomores: Rachel |ce, Whitnay
Headlay, Kristin Wolle.
Frashmen: Leah Morris, Tilfany Hayes,
Carta Mason, Alysan Ashcralt, " Britiany
Kuhens, Clivia
Briserkting, Ashlgy Statey.
No. 4 Seed BRIDGEPORT
Head coach: Bob Krajnyak
Assistant coaches. Korl Rosnick
2007 QVAC Rscord: B-10
Past OVAC Champlonships: 2004
2007 Roster
Senlors: Morgan Belles, Staphanta
Bommer, Molly Marris.
Juniors: Taylor Barngord, Shawnta
Massay, Kayla Smith.
Sophomores: Rachel Benda, Ashlay
Armstrong, Taylor Bigdenbach, Jessica
Palmar, Baverly Reed, Tessa SianlarY‘
Freshmen: Kasandra Hadzima, Morissa
Booth, Melissa Bowers, Ash:sy Davis,
Jenae Vavroch.

CLASS 2-A
No. 1 Seed MONROE CENTRAL
Head coach — Troy Paker
Asslstant coaches — John Kalser,
Marlena Kress, Lynsey Laflarre.
2007 OVAGC Record: 18-0
Past OVAG Championships: 2005, 2006
2007 Rostera

Seniors: Taylor Jorris, Lindsay
Huntsman, Rabecca Pardon, Morgan
Ramage.

Juniors: Jusline LaFalletta, Aleisha
Guiler, Carly Davis, Kim Lalierra,
Schumacher,  Britlany
Dimmarting, Natasha McCammon, Sam
Kilburn,

Sophomaores: Katle Parke, Christing
Parden, Taylar Hansen, Luenda
8yla Ruble, Brittany
McKnight, Mandi Blaney,

Freshmen: Melissa Stimpart, Whitney
Marshall, Hiltary Wilsan, Mary Ward,
Danigalle Guiler, Ashlay

Kindie, Laken Zwick, ERica Hoopar,
Lauren Harmon. Jannlfer Hayes,
Chelsea

RAobinson, Alex Kuhn,

Ashlay Miller.

No. 2 Sead SHENANDOAH

Head coach: Darren DeLnni

Assistant coaches: Becky Grimaes,
DConna Mallatt

2007 QVAC Record: 14-4

Past OVAC Championshlps: 1987,
1999, 2002

2007 Rosters

Seniors:  Clera Clark, Jordan
Dimmerling, Lacay Franklin, Jenntfar
Graves,

Emily HuEp, Palrisha

Slillions, Brooke Wahr, Brooke Hall.
Juniors: Megan Grywatski, Casandra
Mazgay, Katla Davis, Olivia Mallett,
Grata Moore, Arlssa

O?Dannel, Miranda Reed.

Sophomores: Ashley Bulchaer, Nicole .

Lovelte, Audra Schroeder, Crissy
Schafer, Tiftany Zwick, Gabby

Bales, Cali Ginn.

Freshmen; Alexis Arick, Shayla Bowen,
Briana Dodd, Brittney Hall, Emity
Long, Emily Mallett, Jaira
Parks, organ HAossiter,
Warner.

No. 3 Seed BUCKEYE TRAIL
Head coach — Jel Berog
Assistanl coaches — Mike Baaver,
Kathy Henslay, Kim Oliver, Janny
Rabinson,

2007 OVAC Record: 14-3

Past OVAC Championships: 1983,
1984, 1995, 19986, 1998, 2001, 2004
2007 Roster

Seniors: Tracl All, Alicia Cunningham,
Run( Cox, Jarnie Bales, Laursn Zink.
Juniors: Chelsea Doutt, Janny Batas,
Emily McEndres, Laura Dunlap.
Sophomores: Kaitlyn Walle, Benila
Galtagher, Lindsey Bardall, Lauren
Bardall, Maria Neuhart.

Frashman: Alexa Abrame,

No. 4 Seed CALDWELL

Head coach: Haalther Hesson

Assislant coaches: Tad Secrest.

2007 OVAC Record: 9-8.

Past OVAC Championships: None

2007 Roster

Saniors: Lallsha GClark, Crystal
Craycrait, Leann Hagson, Amanda

Kendra

OVAC Capsules

Clark,

Juniors; Erica Starr, Sammle Grady.

Kristin Nau,

Freshmen: Stacey Clark, Lizzy Nau,
CLASS 3-A

No. 1 Seed MAGNOLIA

Head coach - Pam Chapman

Assislanis — Jalf Seavy

2007 OVAC Record: 14-6

Past OVAC Champlonshins: 1991

2067 Hoster

Seniors; Kayla Bell, Alycia Bell, Henee

Shapherd. Alicia Hinerman, Tory

Greena.

Juniars: Bres Carr, Brittany Baltn.

Lyndsay Miller, Tincy Haught, Suzanne

Snyder, Lindsay Piggys, Joren Cousin.

Sophamoras: Annie Potls, Alaxa Jo

Hanna. Kelsi Heasiay, Krystan Miller,

Brittany Milfer, Lindsay Cain.

Freshmen: Lacey Jacksen, Padyn

Ludewig, Tara Thorp.

No. 2 Seed BARNESVILLE

Head coach — Nikii McEndres

Assistant coaches — Nicole Anderson,

Karen Clouse, Kari Hunklar, Malissa

Hunteman

2007 OVAC Recard: 12-6

Pas| QVAC Championships: Nene

2007 Rostar

Saniors; Chelsey Keyler, Allle Doan,

Megan Barker, Laah Battingar, Erica

Welch.

Junlors: Amanda Waht, Kata Grimes.

Kayla Truex, Allisen Plumly, Jenna

Milter, Samantha Ackerman, Whitney

Wellace,

Sophomorea:  Brandl  Bahmer.

MacKenzia Touvells, Mariah Menges,

Victorla Pachesak, Staphanis Morris,

Leanna Froehlich,

Frashmen: Marlya Fitzpalrick, Andrea

Shambaugh, Chnsta Bates, Janniter

Clouse, Jessica Clary, THiany Bahmar,

Heldl Hines, Katy Hickenbotlom, Kalee

Templa, Kelsay Howller, Kaltlyn Crum,

Brandi Bunfili.

No. 3 Seed 5T, CLAIRSVILLE

Head coach — Rebacca Hays

Asslstant coaches — Bethany Piccolimi,

Dorina Garbash.

2007 OVAC Record: 9-8

Past OVAC Champlonships: 1995

2003, 2004, 2005, 2008

2007 Rostars

Seniors: Olivia Pokas, Stephania

Skatula, Kylle Bobar, Alison Garbash,

Jassica Zuzak,

Juniors: Natashe Halicky

Sophomores: Alex Pokas, Taylor Mick,

Sammla Witchey, Hannah Costine

Tassa Olexo, Alex Holub,

Falth Myars, Emily Clark, Allison Miller,

Alax Baker,

Frashman: Sarah Slenskl, Laxis Kin\;.

Erica Costine, Monica Wakim, Emily

Skrabek, Brittany Saltaf],

Taylre Dugan, Morgan Ludwig, Tayna

Meaagerly, Sarah Hiltis, Audrey Baber.

Brooke Jahnson,

No. 4 Seed HARRISON CENTRAL

Hwad coach — Ray Hibbs

Asslstant coaches — Amy Suthartand

2007 OVAC Record: 8-7

Past QVAC Championships: Nana

2007 Rosters

Senlors: Sarah Wilden.

Junigra; Kallie Taifer, Kristina Brandon.

Alli Doty, Lorl Koch, Lasanna
Thompson, Megan Vermillion, Breanna
Waggoner.

Sophomores: Magan Albaugh, Kasey
Bathel, Megan Carrnan.
Freshmen: Haley Harrison, Ashlay
Koch, Taylor Kanty

CLASS 4-A
No. 1 Seed INDIAN CREEK
Head coach — Crystal Hammock
Agslstanis — Kalli Ridgaly
2007 OVAC Record: 14-3
Pasi OVAC Championships: 1987,
1998, 1999, 2000, 2001
2007 Aostar
Saniors: Emily Tavis
Juniors: Bri Andarson, Erika Collaros,
Ashlay DaMatlio, MOHY Edgarly,
Halay Mays, Lizzy Williamsan.
Sophomores: Christina Furda, Morgan
Reducha
Frashmen: Taylor Fithen.
No. 2 Sead BEAVER LOCAL
Head coach — Walter Anchors
Assistants — Connie Shive
2007 OVAC Racord: 14-5
Paslt OVAC Champlonships: 2002, 2008
2007 Rostar
Senlors: Brooks Jackson, Amanda
Blaner.
Junlors: Magan Campbell, Chelsaa

Robaris, Brittany Barrett, Ciara
Willlarns,

Sophomoras: Erin Hall, Michela
Nicholson, Tayler Hail, Jassica Kemich,
Brianne Jacksan,

Freshmen: Heidi Wilsan, Jassica

McGaehan, Lexis Stesle. Katia
McDanlel,
No. 3 Sesd WEIR

Head coach: Willla Paul

Assistant coaches. Sonya Letitarl.

2007 QVAC Raecord: 11-7

Past OVAC Championships: 1982,
1993, 1894, 1995

2007 Roster

Senlors: Liz Cowden, Hsather Dulaney,
Alt Bobalick, Jessica Slkora, Courtney
Stanley.

Junlors: Natalie Bohn, Carly Morgan,
Leah Crow, Allanna Pritig, Staphania
Aognick, Aokn Drannan,

Shakaila Veal.

Sophomaores: Etise Cowdean, Kalsay
Andrews, Shaquana Gray, Emma Platt,
Megan Morgan, Jasmin Aobinson.
Freshman: Gabbi Antonlou, Shameca
Gray, Sarah Taftan.

No. 4 Sead BROOKE

Hoad coach — Mark Schwertfegar
Assistants — Carolyn Dodd, Mlka
Wagnaer

2007 OVAC Racord: 11-7

Past OVAC Champianships: None
2007 Roster

Saniors: Allilson Owans, Lalgh Ann
Laurl, Elizabeth Presion, Kayla Hoaod,
Kessica Pugh, Kaly Jo Romitti,

Tilffany Pearson, Devan Jackson
Junlors: Danislle Mansusti



Not TakiNg IT Easy

Despite playing two days ago and facing an
upcoming bye week, Mike Tornlin had the

Steelers in full pads Tuesday/18

' le%ut:telligtiam‘.
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Defending Champions Return

OVAC Volleyball tourney
gets under way Saturday
- at Union Local High School

Staff Reports

Spikers and setters will be center stage
Saturday when Usnion Local High School
plays host to the 13th annual Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference volleyball champi-
onships.

The top four teams in each of the
ovAC's E)ur classifications played their
way into this weekend's event and all

champions from last season will be back -

to defend their crowns.
Orne of those returning champions, St
Clairsville is gunning for its fifth consec-

utive Class AAA championship while
Monroe Central is trying to claim the
Class AA crown for the third straight sea-
son.

Action starts bright and early with the
Class AAA semifinals tipping off simul-
taneously at 9 a.m. .

Top-seeded Magnolia takes on No. 4
seed Harrison Central in one semifinal
with St. Clairsville, the No. 3 seed, open-
ing its championship defense against No.
2 seed Barnesville.

The two winners will play for the title

immediately following the the conclusion

of both semifinals.

SL Clairsviile is trying to become only
the second team ever to win five consecu-
tive OVAC volleyball championships in

Indian Creek currently holds the record
of five straight titles, having dominated
the Class AAA finals from 1997-2001.

The Class AAAA tournament tips off
at noon with defending champion Beaver
Local as the Na. 2 seed.

The Beavers will take on No. 3 seed
Weir in one semifinal with top-seeded
Indian Creek meeting No. 4 seed Brooke
in the other semifinal. The Creek won the
Class AAAA regular-season crown in its
first season after moving up from Class
AAA

Beallsville won last season’s Class A
tournament and is the No. 1 seed in this
year’s event, which gets under way at 3

.p-m.

WEDNESDAY
Ocroser 10, 2007
FINANDIAL .. en 21-22
COMICS - oo ettt e e s 23

any division.

Volleyball

(Continued from Page 17)

The Blue Devils’ semifinal
foe is No. 4 seed Bridgeport
with No. 2 seed Bellaire St.
John Central and No, 3 Valle
meeting in the other Class
semi.

Unbeaten Monroe Central
looks like a good bet for a
three-peat in Class AA.
 Coach Troy Baker's two-
time defending champion
Seminoles will take on No. 4
seed Caldwell in one 6 p.m.
semifinal with No, 2 Shenan-
doah and No. 3 Buckeye Trail
battling on the adjacent court.

Monroe Central defeated
each of the three other semifi-
nalists during the regular sea-
SO

Gates open at 7:30 am, Sat-
urday with tickets priced at $6
for adults and $4 for students.

A mandatory meeting of all
OVAC coaches is sef for 2
p-m. Sunday at Ohio University

Please See VOLLEYBALL, Page 19

Eastern.

The OVAC all-star teams
will be selected at this meeting,
Schools without a representa-
tive at the meeting will have no
players selected for the all-star
match. '

Ohio University Eastern will
host the annual Ohic-West Vir-
ginia all-star match Nov. 18 at
2 p.m.

OVAC VOLLEYBALL
{at Unlon Local}
Satu , Oct. 13

Ciass Sa.m.
(1) Magnalia vs. (4) Harrison Central
(2} Barnesvilte vs. {3} 5t. Clairsvilla

asa noon
(1} Indian Creak vs. (4) Brooke
(2} Beaver Local vs. {3} Welr

Class A, 3p.m.
{1) Beallavilla vs. {4) Brld eport
{2} Bell. St. John va. {3) Valley
Ci 6pm

[1:3 .
111 Manroe Centra ua‘.’(au Caldwaell
(2) Shenandoah vs. {3) Buckeye Trail
“nﬁgﬁ' Somiﬁrwdi s to be played slmuw-
'y on_adfacent
Follave Trmiadintoty. courts, anlf.l'fo

T

Sara
Wamsley and
the Bellaire
St. John
Fighting irish
will face
Valley in the
semifinals of
the OVAC
Volleyball
Toumameant
on Saturday
in :
Morristown.

Phota Provided




