
Linsly .boys 
claim OVAC 
Soccer Cup 
By JOSH STROPE· 
For The llmes Leader 

It was a battle of No, 1 vs. No. 2. A staunch defense against 
an electric offense. 

Top-seeded Linsly won its sixth OV AC Cup in eight seaso~s 
by defeating final newcomer Steubenville, 3-0, on Monday m 
the boys' OV AC Cup Final at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Linsly's offense was held in check for V 
most of the game by a Steubenville ~ /") 
defense that had surrendered two goals in - ... ~~) 
its first 11 games. -
It also marked the first loss of the sea-
son for Big Red. • 

"This is our state championship," 
Linsly coach Randy Shah said. 

"These are a great group of guys and 
they deserved to win. 

"This is what we play for." 
Every coach in the valley knows about Linsly's Nader 

Suwtarie and the amazing things h.e can do on a soccer field. . 
: Steubenville did its best to keep him off the scoreboard, 
allowing him just three shots. , 

But Linsly boasts more than just the talented semor. . 
Kevin Riley put Linsly on the scoreboard m th~ 29th mm~te 

as he deflected an indirect kick from Evan Sincav,ch past a div-
ing Big Red goalie David Almeida, . , 

"I think that Nader attracted a lot of the attention so 1t freed 
me up n Jot and Evan was great on th.e set piece~," ~iley said. 
•'It was a team effort, and not just one perso~ scormg, , 

The J-0 lead held until the 67th mrnute when Sena, 
Tcsfagiorgis picked up a IOQse ball in the penalty· box and beat 
Nmeida. 

Riley added his second goal off another indirect kick fro[Jl 
Sincavich in the 74th minute to seal the victory. 

"It's our senior year and it's all about winning that OV AC 
Cup," Riley said. "That's what we came to do and it's awesome 
that we did it We couldn't askfor a betterseason." 

Added Sawtarie: "It's great that the team can step up when-

See, BOYS, Page B3 

Wheeling Park 
1 

girls win· 11th 
straight OVAC 
By JOSH STROPE 
For The llmes Leader 

Eleven and counting. • 
Wheeling Park girls' soccer coach Mark Hladek says every 

class that steps onto the turf at Wheeling Islfil)d Stadium doesn't 
want to be the one to break "The Streak," 

It won 'I be this class. 
The Patriots survived a few early scares and scored four times 

in the second half on their way to an 11th consecutive OV AC 
Cup championship with a 4-0 victory against Linsly on Monday 
at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

"We put so much pressure on ours_elves," Hladek said. "I 
think in the first half, Lmsly wanted 11 more. They were real 
aggressive and tried early on to take us out of.the game. . 

"I think we were just a little bit deeper and as the game wore 
on, it allowed us to do more." 

A scoreless first half wasn't lacking excitement 
Linsly had opportunities to put Wheeling Park in an early 

hole, but golden chances went by th_e wayside. • • 
First, Katie Jochum came up with a loose ball and had only 

Wheeling Park goalie Jillian Blalock standing between her and a 
1-0 leud. 

Jochum's shot sailed over the net 

See, GIRLS, Page B3 

eBoys---------
con11nued from Page 81 

ever I can't This is a great team and I'm glad to be a part of it" 
Steubenville had some opportunities In the first half on Linsly 
goalie Erik Schmalz, but the senior keeper stepped up to the task 
and knocked them away. 

Big Red dominated the first 15 minutes, coming out and play
ing with a lot offire. 

Once the second half came around, Steubenville coach Greg 
Bowers had to change things around to generate more offense in 
nn attempt to tie the game. 

"It was a little disappointing, but this was a great overall 
experience for the kids," Bowers said. 

"The main thing is that they might not look at it (today) as a 
good experience, but it will be a memory to take with them as 
the weeks go by and as next year goes by. 

"We had some chances early and the first 15 minutes we dic
tated the pace. The first goal is very important and they were 
able to get that and take the momentum away from us. 

;'Linsly is well-coached, a good team and they just played 
their game. They play every game that way and they took it to 
us ,, 

·Steubenville was held to three shots in the second half, none 
that were any real threat to Schmalz. 

"We stepped up and played hard," Sincavich said, "We shut 
them down and didn't give them many chances. We got the job 
done.'' 

The title is the ninth OV AC Cup for the Cadets, 

• Girls 
Continued from Page 81 

Jochum had a chance to redeem herself in the 25th minute as 
a perfect pass from Chelsea Hennen beat two defenders and 
Jo,hum was one-on-one with Blalock. 

Blalock came out to challenge the shot, but Jochum slipped 
the ball past her, only to have it hit the post and bounce out of 
play. 
Later, Hennen had a chance at an empty net, but Wheeling 
Park's Caitlin Birge cleared the threat 

Like LinsJy,.Wheeling Park had opportunities to score, but 
each time came up short by diving saves from Linsly neu.ninder 
Kaitlyn Pytlak. 

"Kaitlyn was a whole different player from the last time we 
played Park," Linsly coach Jill Regan said. "She's been practic
ing real hard and working on coming out. She decided that was 
her area (Monday night) and she was taking control of it 

"It was the best game I've ever seen her play." 
But Pytlak couldn't keep the Cadets in the game the whole time 
as Wheeling Park eventually broke through. 
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OVAC Soccer Cup Championships 

Photo by Mike Hughes 
Linsly's Anna Simmons, left, defends as Wheeling Park's Mallory Mueller (11) pushes the ball upfield during action of their girls' OVAC 
Soccer Cup Championship game Monday at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

These Go to Eleven 
Four players score 
as Park girls_ extend 
OV AC Cup streak 

By JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

Eleven and counting. 
Wheeling Park girls' soccer coach 1':lark 

Hladek says every class that steps onto the turf at 
Wheeling Island Stadium doesn't want to be the 
one to break "The Streak." 

It won't be this class. 
The Patriots survived a few early scares and 

scored four limes in the second half on their way 
to an I I th consecutive OV AC Cup championship 
with a 4-0 victory a~ainst Linsly on Monday at 
Wheeling Island Stodmm. 

"We put so much pressure on ourselves," 

Hladek said. "I thi11k in the first half. Linsly 
wanted it more. They were real aggressive and 
tried early on to take us out of the i;ame. 

'.' I think we were just a little bit deeper and as 
the game wore on, it allowed us to do more." 

A scoreless first half wasn't lucking excite
ment 

Linsly had opportunities to put Wheeling Park 
in an early hole. but golden chances went by the 
wayside. 

First. Katie Jochum came up with a loose ball 
and had only Wheeling Park goalie Jillian Blalock 
standing between her and a I -0 lead. 

Jcichum's shot sailed over the net. 
Jochum had a chance to redeem herself in the 

25th minute as a perfect pass from Chelsea Hen
nen beat two defenders and Jochum was one-on
one with Blalock. 

Blalock came out to challenge the shot. but 
Jochum slipped the ball past her. only to have it 
hit tl1e post and bounce out of play. 

Later, Hennen had a chance at an empty net, 
but Wheeling Park's Caitlin Birge cleared the 

threat. 
Like Linsly, Wheeling Park had opportunities 

to score, but each time came up short by diving 
saves from Linsly netminder Kaitlyn Pytlak. 

"Kaitlyn was a whole different player from tl1e 
last time we played Purk.'' Linsly coach Jill 
Regan said. "She s been practicing real hard and 
working on coming out. She decided that was her 
area (Monday night) and she was taking control of 
it. 

"It was the best game I've ever seen her play."· 
But Pytlak couidn 't keep the Cadets in the 

game the whole time as Wheeling Park eventually 
broke through. 

In the 45th minute. the Patriots got on the 
scoreboard as Lauren Tl1omas took a pass from 
Ali Railing and beat Pytlak nearside for the 1-0 
lend. 

"Lauren is a special player and I tl1ink us a 
team, we were miking too much from her um] she 
was asking too much of herself," Hladek said. 

Please See PARK, Page 17 

Riley Sparks Linsly 
Cadets claim 
sixth crown in 
eight seasons 

By JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

It was a battle of No. 1 vs. 
No. 2. A staunch defense 
again~t an electric offense. 

Top-seeded Linsly won its 
sixth OV AC Cup in eight 
seasons by defeating final 

"This is what we play 
for.'' 

Every coach in the valley 
knows about Linsly's Nader 
Sawtarie and the amazing 
things he can do on u soccer 
field. 

Steubenville did il, best to 
keep him off the scoreboard, 
allowing him just three 
shots. 

But Lin5ly boosts more 
than just the talented senior. 

Kevin Riley put Linsly on 
the scoreboard in .the 29th 

minute to seal the victory. 
"It's our senior year and 

it's all about winning that 
OV AC Cup," Riley said. 
"That's what we came to do 
and it's awesome that we did 
it. We couldn't ask for u bet
ter season." 

Added Sawtarie: '.'It's 
great that the team can step 
up whenever I can't. This is 
a great team and I'm glad to 
be a part of it." 

Steubenville had some 
opportunities in the first half 
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,ocnum naa a cnance to redeem herself In the 25th minute as a perfect pass from Chelsea Hennen beat two defenders and Jochum was one-onone witl1 Blalock. 
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. In the 45th minute. the Patriots got on the scoreboard as Lnuren Thomus took a pass from Ali Railing and beat Pytlak nearside for the 1-0 lead. 

"Lauren is a special player and r think as a team. we were asking too much from her and she was asking too much of herself." Hladek said. 
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Riley Sparks Linsly 
Cadets claim 
sixth crown in 
eight seasons 

"This is what we play 
for." 

Every coach in the valley 
knows about Linsly's Nader 
Sawtarie and the amazing 
things he can do on a soccer 
field. 

By JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

Steubenville did its best to 
keep him off the scoreboard, 
allowing him just three 
shots. 

It was a battle of No. I vs. 
Nu. :2. A staunch defense 
again~t an electric offense. But Linsly boasts more 

than just the talented senior. 
Top-seeded Linsly won its 

sixth OVAC Cup in eight 
seasons by defeating final 
newcomer Steubenville. 3-0. 
on Monday in the boys' 
OVAC Cup Final at Wheel
ing Island Stadium. 

Kevin Riley put Linsly on 
the scoreboard in the 29th 
minute as he deflected an 
indirect kick from Evan Sin
cavich past a divin~ Big Red 
goalie David Almeida. Linsly's offense was held 

in check for most of the 
game by a Steubenville 
defense that had surrendered 
two goals in its first I I 
games. 

"r think that Nader 
attrncted a lot of the attention 
so it freed me up a Jot and 
Evun was great on the set 
pieces," Riley said. "It was 
a team effort, and not just 
one person scoring.·· 

It also marked the first 
loss of the season for Big The 1-0 lead held until the 

6 7th minute when Senai 
Tesfagiorgis picked up a 
loose ball in the penalty box 
and beat Almeida. 

•>,. • Red. ~--~----'-~~~~--~P-h□-,-□-b""y~M~ik~e~H-u~gh-e~s "This is oµr state champi-
onship," Linsly coach Linsly's Nader Sawtarle heads the ball In front of Randy Shah said. Steubenvllle's Brennan Stover (6) and teammate "These are a great group Senai Tesfagiorgis, front, during their game Monday of guys and they deserved to .at Wheeling Island Stadium. Llnsly won, 3-0. win. 

Linsly 
(Continued rrom Page 15) 
"The main thing is that they 

might not look at it (tooay) as a 
good experience, but 11 will be 
a memory to take with them as 
the weeks go by and as next 
year goes by. 

"We had some chances 
early and the first I 5 minutes 
we dictated the pace. The first 
goal is very important and they 
were able·to get that and take 
the momentum away from us. 

"Linsly is well-coached, a 
good team und they JUst played 
their game. They play every 
game that way and they took 1t 

Riley .added his second 
~oal off another indirect kick 
from Sincavich in the 74th 

to us.·· 
Steubenville wus held to 

tliree shots in the second half, 
none that were any reul threat 
to Schmalz. 

"We stepped up and played 
hard " Sincavich said. "We 
shut' them down and didn't 
give them many chances. We 
got the job done." . 

The title IS the nmth OV AC 
Cup for the Cadets. 

OVAC Cup Final 
(at Wheeling Island Stadluml 

Unsly J, Steub11nvllle o . . l - Goals: Riley 2, S.Tesfag1orgls'. Assists: SincavJch 2; Goalkeeper: Schmalz (5 saves); 5 - Goalkoeper. 
Almeida {6 saves). 

Park-------
(Contlnued from Page 15) 
"Everybody started W step it 

up and when everybody IS play
ing their best. Lauren can go 

and we don't have the luxury 
that Park has witb the depth and 
we ran out of steam. 

out and just play, 
"That's when she does her 

best and it's because everybody 
else is taking the tensi~n away. 
Natalie Smith. Ali Ralmg. and Mallory Mueller are threats 
themselves. it allows Lauren !o see one defender and that s 
when she takes over." . 

"We really needed to score 
at the bel!inning of the game 
when we \\:ere fresh.'' 

Wheeling Park turns Hs 
attention to winning a potent1~I 
state championship. The Patn
ots have two tough games with 
Jefferson and Parkersburg 
South before starting the sec
tional playoffs in two weeks. 

Six minutes later. Elizabeth 
Kosowski scored on a head~r 
off a corner kick by Natalie 
Smith. 

Smith scored in the 70th 
minute and Jaclyn Fullerton 
added the final goal in the 7_2nd 
minute to complete the scormg. 

"They were angry and they 
didn't think they should have 
went to the half at 0-0," 
Hladek said. "They wanted to 
prove that. this was still their 
title. Once we got a goal _or tW?: 1 think that's when Linsly s 
bubble kinda popped and they 
ran out of gas. . . "Congrats to Jill. (assistant 
coaches) Erica (Hall), and Dar
ryl (Crews) for doing what they 
did with those girls and to their goalie who did a phenomenal 
job and kept them in the game 
as long she did." . Added Regan: "The g1rls 
had an excellent first half. l11ey 
played very hard and had Park rattled. We are a small team 

"Its no longer the OVAC 
now. with a tough game against 
Jefferson on Saturday. We want 
it. and now we have to go get 
it," Hladek said. 

Game Notes 
Five yellow cards were 

issued in the game (Wheeling 
Park - 4. Linsly - I) .... Linsly boys' swimming has the 
record for most consecutive 
championships with 36 from 
1948-83. Shadyside boys' 
track is second with 13 straight. 
and the Patriots girls' soccer 
team comes in third in a tie 
with Wheeling Park and 
WheeJina Central cheerleadmg. 
... In tht I I -year span. Hladek 
is the Patriots' sixth coach to 
win an OV AC Cup and JUst the 
third to win more than one. 

OVAC Cup Anal 
{at Wheeling 151and Stadh.lm) 

Wheeling Park 4, Unaly 0 w - Goals'. Thomas, Ko~~wskl, Smith, Fullerton; Assists: Railing 2, Blzanovlch, Smith; Goalkeeper. Blalock 12 saves); L-- Goalkcopor: Pytlak (8 savr.s). 

minute to seal the victory. 
.. It's our senior year and 

it's all about winning that 
OVAC Cup," Riley said. 
"That's what we came to do 
and it's uwesome that we did 
it We couldn't ask for a bet
ter seai;on.' • 

Added Sawtarie: '.'It's 
great that tile team can step 
up whenever I can't. This is 
a great team and I'm glad to 
be a part of it." 

Steubenville had some 
opportunities in the first half 
on Linsly goalie Erik 
Schmalz, but the senior 
keeper stepped up to the ta.sk 
and kno~ked them away .. 

Big Red dominated the 
first 15 minutes. comin~ out 
und playing with a lot ot tire. 

Once the second half 
came around. Steubenville 
coach Greg Bowers had to 
change things around to gen
erate more offense in an 
attempt to tie the game. 

"It was a little disappoint
ing. but this was a great 
overall experience for the 
kids," Bowers said. 

See LINSLY. Page 17 


