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AT LEFT: St. John's Matt Yochum watches his tee shot on the 14th hole during
Tuesday’s OVAC Class 1-A Golf Tournament at Crispin Center at Oglebay Park.
Yochum finished his round with a plus-3, 74 to earn all-OVAC status. ‘
ABOVE: Barnesville's Bailey Warfield rips an iron shot off the tee during
* Tuesday's OVAC Class 3-A Golf Tournament at Speidel Golf Club at Oglebay

Park.

ABOARD

- Wheeling Central captures 3-A
banner during first season in division

By SETH STASKEY »
Times Leader Sparts Editar

Different class, same result.
Such was the case for Wheeling Central at Tuesday’s OVAC Class 3-
A Golf Championship on the Robert Trent Jones course at Speidel inside
: of Oglebay Park.
The Maroon Knights came into the
tournaiment as defending Class 2-A
champions, but due to t.heirl enrothl!~
ment figures, jumped up a class this
yeat int%u{hee' 3-A frey where defend-
ing champion Meadowbrook was
residing. _

However, the Maroon Knigpts were
up to the chdllenge on their home
course. ‘ ‘
“Qur kids played well today,” said
Wheeling Central head coach Paul
Kurtz. “We were prefty consistent
T with what we've been shooting all
year and it’s nice to play on a famil:
iar course.” . o

Kurtz and the Maroon Knights
came into the fournament as winners
of the last three. Class 2-A titles and
they were led iri all of those by senior
¢ standout Joey Seabright. S

--Seabright was right in the thick of
things again this year, but the
Maroon Knights relied on another to
carry the load.

Usual fourth man Wes Earley turned in a brilliant round of 75 on a
day when the Jones course was playing mighty difficult to take medalist
honors. ' }

“I was just happy to get out there and play well today,” Earley said. *1

thought I putted weil today with only one three-putt.” _
T%ll; ro?md of 75 was well below Earley's norm on the Speidel course

Sea, CLASS AAA, Page B2

OVAC Golf Tourney
Begins Tuesday

Oglebay Park
plays host to
championships

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register
Schools have only been

back in session for a lirtle
more than three weeks and
‘already the first OVAC
-champions of the new school
year are about to be crowneéd.
. The annual OVAC Golf
Championships are slated for
Tuesdny and Thursday, All
four of the conference meets
will be held at Oglebay’s
Speidel Golf Club in a shot-
gun start format.

The Class AAAA event
will be held Thursday, start-
ing at 9:30 a.m. .

Zunesville makes the trip
east looking to defend the
crown il won a year ago.

The Blue Devils return a
pair of top-notch players in
Chase Miller and Wade
Kuido, ’

One player to watch is
John Marshall’s Carson
Schambach. Wheeling Park’s
toﬁ entrant is Marshall Hone,
while Jeff Ferda leads the
Brooke contingent.

Buckeye Local is led by
Jade Waligura and
Steubenville’s top man has
been Pete Petrides.

The remainder of the 4-A
field includes: Indian Creek,
Weir, Edison, East Liverpool,
Cambridge and Beaver Local.

Wheeling Purk coach Mike
Ricei is the director of the 4-
A tournament.

Class AAA will be held
Tuesday . with a pair of
defending team champions in
the field. Meadowhrook is
the defending champien in 3-
A, while Wheeling Central
has jumped up a class after
capturing the AA banner a
year ago,

The Knights and Colts are
listed as favorites this week
as well,

Along with Meadowbrook
and Central, the remainder of
the 3-A field includes: Bel-
laire, Barnesville, Harrison

Central. Magnolia, Martins
Ferry," Oak Glen, St
Clairsville, Tyler Consolidat-
ed and Union Local.

The reigning individual
AAA champion is also back
this year. Harrison Central’s
Jared Hirauk won the crown o

ear ago. Harrison's Alex

eavilin is another in the mix
for medalist honors.

Meadowbrook is led by
seniors Cameron Fehrman
and Chris Miller. Fehrman
was the medalist at last year's
Division II sectional.

Centrul’s top entrants for
the fournament include: Joey
Seabright, Chris Staley, Wes
Earley and Eric Felton.

St. Clairsville's best
chances for earning all-
OVAC include Caleb Lucas
and Larry Moore.

Barnesville's top Players
are Bailey Warfield and
Chase Milburn. Magnoliu is
led by Scott Berry and Ben
Bridgeman. Oak Glen
receives strong efforts from
Lucas and Clay Owens.

The Class AAA tourna-
ment will begin on the Back
9 at 9:30 a.m,

The Class AAA tourna-
ment is under the direction of
Meadowbrook High coach
Mel Pesuit,

Cluss AA — under the
direction of River High golt
coach Bob Cain — is sched-
uled for 9:30 a.m. Thursday
at Crispin Golf Course.

The field for the AA tous-
nament will consist of Shady-
side, Wellsville, Linsly,
River, Steubenville CatHolic,
Fort Frye, Shenandoah, Mon-
roe. Central and Buckeye
Trail. :

Class A will played on the
Crispin layout at Oglebay.

A new champion is assured
in the smallest class as Linsly
has bumped up to Class AA
after winning the small-
school crown last year. The
Cuadets have claimed the last
s5ixX titles.

Competing in Class A are
Conotton Valley, Beallsville,
St. John. Paden City, Weirton
Madonna, Toronto and new
addition Zanesville Rose-
crans,
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Golf courses at Oglebay Park were filled with the Ohio Valley Athletic Confer-
ence's finest Thursday afternoon, as the Class AAAA and AA tournaments were
contested on the Jones Course and Crispin Course, respectively. Top left, Wheel-
ing Park's Marshall Hone chips as John Marshall's Carson Schambach looks on.
Top Right, Linsly's Zak Yochum walks down the fairway during his Class AA
medal-winning round.. Left, Brooke’s Russell James follows through on a putt while
John Marshail's Chris White, above, checks his scorecard.

.

Devils Claim Third Straight Crown

' By JOSH STROPE
Staif Writer

Tiger Woods has made a career not just
winning golf tournaments, but dominating
them by putting up impressive numbers on
hard courses that his opponents can't
maich.

Sure, maybe it’s difficult to compare one
single golfer to a team, but anybody who
witnessed Zanesville at the OVAC AAAA
Golf Championships would-have to agree
that its performance was definitely *“Tiger-
esque.”’

Zanesville shot a 309, defeating second-
place John Marshall by 24 strokes for its
third consecutive OVAC championship on
Thursday at the Robert Trent Jones Course
at Oglebay Park.

“['ve got a great group of guys and an
experienced group of guys,’”’ Zanesville
coach Nate Seekatz said. “‘The two previ-
ous times we won, I didn’t feel a lot of
Pressure on us,

“*This time though, I feel we went in like
a marked soldier. I didn't want the guys
thinking we were playing against Wheeling
Park or John Marshall, but against 18 sepa-
rate holes.”

Zanesville was led by junior Chase Wil-

“son, the medalist with a score of 72.

Teammates Brandon Mills (76) and
Corey Hull (79). joined him on the All-
OVAC Tournament team along with John
Marshall’s Carson Schambach (74), East
Liverpool’s Chris Juszczak (77) and
Brooke's Jeff Ferda (79).

““The key stat [ wanted for (Thursday)

‘ * was five bogeys or

“*We only had four.
We kept the ball in
play and the course
set up pretty nice for
us.

**The greens were
real fast so we could-
n't be aggressive on
them. We had to iay-
up and try to tap it in.
It was something we ended up being pretty
successful at all day.”” -

The Blue Devils have been a dominant
squad all season.

Seekatz used a different lineup to begin
the season and lost their second match.
Since then, he’s used the same one from the
third mafch and it has worked to perfection.

The Blue Devils have not lost since then
and have now added another OVAC crown
to their trophy case.

Class AAAA

less,”’ Seekatz said. .

Their fourth man — Wade Kaido — shot
an 80 to round out the Zanesville scoring.

*“We ployed the course against Wheeling
Park and John Marshall in late Auguost and
the course was real wet,”” Seekatz said. ‘1
kept asking the guys if coming back and get-
ting a better feel for it was something they
were interested in.

*“They told me that they were comfortable
so (Thursday) was the first time we were
there since then.

*“1 was afraid the course conditions might
pive us some stress, but even in Zanesville,
we haven't played some firm, fast conditions
like the ones we faced here.”

The Monarchs trailed Zanesvilte by five
strokes at the turn and Schambach was the
leader with a 35 — one shot better than Wil-
500,

But Wilson shot a 36 on the back-nine to
edge the John Marshal! senior by two strokes.

“The course was tough, hard, and fast,”
Wheeling Park coach and tournament direc-
tor Mike Ricci said. **The course was real
difficult, but the Oglebay staff did a tremen-
dous job and made my job as tournament
director a whole lot easier.”

Please See, CROWN, Page 20
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“*They told me that they
were comfortable S0
{Thursday) wus the first time
we were there since then.

I was afruid the course
conditions might give us some
stress, but even in Zanesville,
we haven’'t played some firm,
fast conditions like the ones we
faced here.””

The Monarchs (irailed
Zanesville by five strokes at
the turn and Schambach was
the leader with a 35 - one
shot better than Wilson.

But Wilson shot a 36 on the
back-nine to edge the John
Marshall senior by two strokes,

**The course was tough,
hard, and fast,"" Wheeling Park

coach and tournament director

Mike Ricci said. ‘*The course
was real difficult, but the
Oglebay staff did a tremendous
job and made my job as tour-
nament director a whole lot
easier,”’

. Wheeling Park finished third
with a 335, led by Shayne
Wilson with an 82.

**1 don’t think anybody was
surprised  about  what
Zanesville did,”” Ricci said. 'l
think we expected that and
they proved us right by playing
really well.”

Wilson was no stranger to
OVAC competition, winning
the medalist for the second
time, accomplishing the fent ns
a freshman in 2003,

“*Chase is on pace to be the
best golfer in Zanesville histo-
ry,”" Seekatz said. ‘*He has a
great mental capability and if
he makés o double-bogey, it
doesn't bother him at all.™

But even thut doesn't hap-
pen all that often. He shot an
80 last Saturday and before
that, his worst was & 70,

*“Nothing Chase does sur-
prises me,”” Seckatz said. **I'd
like to take some of the credit,
bui | can’t because nobody
warks harder than Chase,
Every time I call his cell
phone, he’s always at the golf
course when he picks it up.™

Results:

OVAC AAAA Golt Champlonship
{at Jones Coursae, Par 71)
Zanasville 307, John Marshall 331,
Wheeling Park 335, East Liverpoal
344, Cambridge 352, Brooks 363,
Buckeye Local 355, Edison 370,
Steubenville 372, Weir 391, Indlan

Crack 395, Beaver Local 415

Z — Wilson (medalist) 72, Mills 76,
Hull 78, W.Kaldo 80, J -—
Schambach 74, McClelland 81, Hill
83, Tannant 83; WP — Wilson 82,
Recinella 84, Clark 84, Hone 85;
EL — Juszczak 77, Clark 81,
Howard 82, Dickey 94, Tamaselll
94: C — Roberts 85, Thampson
86, Carroll 90, Siittion 91; Br —
Ferda 79, DiDomenica 87,
Barnhart 80, James 97; BuL —
Waligura 83, Fierpoint 87, Becca
92, Schrader 83; Ed — Shoner 87,
Grazier 81, Strovilas 92, Connslly
100; § — Petrides 88, Peterson
88, Cooke 90, Garay 106, We —
Schons 80, Taflan 95, Perry 102,
Truax 104; | — Binkiewicz 84,
Viltro 98, Canifi 68, Pocle 105, Bal.

— Gunter 94, Ty.Snodgrass 102,
Savina 106, To.Snodgrass 113.

Bishops best

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer

§  Zanesville Bishop Rosecrans was voted into the
3 Ohio Valley Athletic Conference last spring.

*  Tuesday afterncon the Bishops made their debut
& one no one will soon forget.

The Rosecrans’ golf team made easy work of the
normally challenging Crispin layout at Oglebay
Park to.capture the schoot’s first-ever OVAC title
I« in their first OVAC event.

"“*Thanks for inviting us into the league,”” Rose-
| crans coach Steve Coyle said with a smile shortly

& afier the scores were compiled. “‘It’s real nice to

" come down here and play a really nice golf course
and play this well,”

The Bishops — who had played in the Columbus
Catholic League and just two seasons ago were
state runnerup in Ohio — fired a blistering 286,
! which was 10 better than Toronto, which was mak-

¢ ing its 1-A debut after dropping down from 2-A,

Class A field

never dreamed we’d shoot anything that low. |
was hoping for about 300 because I thought that
would have been good cnough to win it, but
Toronto played extremely well.’

The Red Knights did play well as all four of their
scorers shot rounds in the 70s, but the Rosecrans
advantage in the first spot was too much for
Toronto 1o overcome, ‘

*'T am proud.of my guys because they came out
and competed well,” Toronto coach Rob Suffolet-
ta said. ““We just came up 4 little short in the end,
but this was the best we've played all year, and 1
like our chances going into the state playoffs.””

The Bishops were fueled to their low score by an
amazing round (Yut forth by junior all-Ohican Josh
Agin who toyed with o Crispin course he’d never
seen before arriving for Tuesday’s tournament,

Al]d he did was post a 6-under-par 65 for the
round.

Please See, BEST, Page 17

“The 286 is phenomenal,”’ Coyle said. *‘I had .

Best

{Continued from Page 15)

Agin had an even lower
number ian sight, but three-
putted the last hole after
driving the green, still man-
aging u par.

**The course was pretty
easy, but a little slopy,™
Agin said. “*Sometimes the
hills can get a little tricky
with the lies, but you have to
learn how to adjust to those
and keep playing. '

Agin started with three con-
seculive pars before eagling
the 491-yard par-5 fourth.
He gave a stroke back on the
sixth, but closed the front
with back-to-back birdies,
good for 3-under 33 on the
fron® side,

Rounding out the Rose-
crans’ contingent was Sam
Ginikos (75) and Chad

By JOSH STROPE
For The Times Leader

Bryan (76).

he Red Knights were led
by Nolan Wilson who shot
an even-par round of 71. Jor-
dan Coﬂj})er followed that up
with a 72, while Andrew
Brower (74} and Max King
(79) rounded out the top
four. Wilson, Cooper and
Brower all earned all-OVAC
distinction.

Weirton Madonna was third
in the tournament with a
318. Conotton Valley — led
by all-tournament player
Andy Hupp's 74 — finished
fourth with a 325,

5t. John placed a piayer on
the all-tournament squad in
Matt -Yochum. The Irish
were victimized by several
putts that lipped the cup and
wouldn't go down and he
still fired a 74 (o round out
the all-OVAC team,

|Zanesville wins 4-A again

Zanesville shot a 309, defeating second-
place John Marshali by 24 strokes for its

match.

BUCKEYE LOCAL'S Jade Waligura eyes up a putt during
Thursday's OVAC 4-A golf tournament,

ly ““Tiger-esque.™

Tiger Woods has made a career not just
winning golf tournaments, but dominating
themn by putting up impressive numbers on
| hard courses that his opponents can’t

~ Sure, maybe it’s difficult to compare
one single golfer to a team, but anybody
who witnessed Zanesville at the OVAC
AAAA Golf Championships would have
to agree that its performance was definite-

at Oglebay Park.

pressure on us.

like a marked soldier.
See, CLASS 4-A, Page B2

third consecutive OVAC championship on
Thursday at the Robert Trent Jones Course

“I've got a great group of guys and an
experienced group of guys,’” Zanesville
couach Nate Seekatz said. ““The two previ-
ous times we won, I didn't feel a lot of

““This time though, 1 feel we went in
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LINSLY'S ZAK Yochum walks up the fairway during the OVAG Class 2-A golf tournament Thursday afternoon at Crispin Golf Course at Oglebay

Park. Yochum was the toumament medalist and helped lead the Cadets to the team title.

Linsly claims 2-A golf title

By JOSH STROPE

ret competition ing in,”" Linsl ach
For The Times Leader pretty good P W haves sy <0

Mark Zavatsky said. ‘*We haven’t played them but

. " we knew from seeing their scores they going to be
Three-time defending OVAC Class AA champi- pretty good and Steubenville Central, even though
on Wheeling Central moved-up to Class AAA, we've played them a couple times, we knew they
assuring a new champion in the division. were going to be tough also,

Unfortunately for the returning Class AA “‘Steubenvilte Central really
teams, its replacement turned out to be a pushed us because they were right in it
teamn that knows a little something about in the front-nine. Fortunately, our guys
winning, ) ' rose to the occasion on the back-

_That champion turned out to be nine.”
Linsly — the winner of the past six Linsly used a strong final nine
Class A championships — keeping the holes to finish with a 299, beating sec-
trophy in Wheeling as the Cadels won g ond-place Steubenville Catholic
their first Class AA championship . Central’s score of 307,
Thursday at the OVAC Golf Championships Fort Frye finished in third place with 320.
at the Crispin Course at Oglebay Park, L The Cadets held a one-stroke lead on the

““We knew teams like Fort Frye were going to be .

Crusaders at the turn, but Zak Yochum's 71,
Vincent Tennant’s 73, Philip Spencer’s 75, and

‘Whitney Young's 80 propelled Linsly to the team

title.

Even then, there was still one more champion to
be determined,

Yochum’s 7! was matched by Fort Frye's
Daniel Perry and a sudden-death playoff was held
to determine the winner.

On hole No. 1, Yochum’s first shot off the tee
sailed right into a rough but he was able to pitch out
and get up and down for par. He had a chance to
win after Perry’s putt lipped out. The two tied and
headed to the par-3, No. 2, where they again,
{]nﬁtched scores and it was off to a third playoff

ole.

-

Sea, CLASS 2-A, Page B2




Linsly moves
up, captures
another title

By JOSH STROPE
Staff Writer

Three-time defending OVAC Class AA
champion Wheeling Central moved up to

. Class AAA, assuring a new champion in

the division this season.
- Unfortunately for the returning Class
AA teams, its replacement turned out to
be a team that knows a little something
about winning.

That champion
turned out to be
Linsly — the win-
ner of the past six
Class A champi-
onships — Keeping
the trophy in

“Wheeling as the
Cadets won their
first Class AA

Class AA championship
Thursduay at the

OVAC Golf Championships at the
Crispin Course at Oglebay Park.

“*We knew teams like Fort Frye were
going to be pretty good competition com-
ing 1n,’" Linsly coach Mark Zavatsky
said. ‘‘We haven’t played them but we
knew from seeing their scores they going
to be pretty good and Sleubenvi[{e Cen-
tral, even though we’ve played them a
couple times, we knew they were going
to be tough also.’

**Stenbenville Central really pushed
us because they were right in'it in the
front-nine. Fortunately, our guys rose to
the occasion on the back-nine.”

Linsly used a strong final nine holes to
finish with a4 299, beating second-place
gff_’_ubenvil]c Catholic Central's score of
‘#71(:)011 Frye finished in third place with

The Cadets held n one-stroke lead on
the Crusaders at the turn, but Zak
Yochum's 71, Vincent Tennant’s 73,
Philip Spencer’s 75, and Whitney
E’[cl)ung’s 0 propelled Linsly to the team
itle.

. Even then, there was still one more
champion to be determined.

Yochum’s 71 was matched by Fort
Frye’s Daniel Perry and a sudden-death
playoff was held to determine the win-
ner.

On hole No. 1, Yochum’s first shot off
the tee sailed right into a rough but he
wis able to pitch out and get up and
down for par. He had a chance to win
after Perry’s putt lipped out. The two
tied and headed to the par-3, No. 2,
where they again, matched scores and it
was off to a third playoff hole.

Please See, TiTLE. Pagé 20
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Yochum's drive landed
close to the green. Perry's shot
landed about 30 yards away
and his second shot resuited in
i long putt attempt,

Yochum got his pitch close
lo the pin. but again missed the
putt for a4 par. Unfortunately
for Perry. he three-putted the
hole, bogeyed rnd Yochum
was named the Cluss AA
medalist.

[ hit a really bad drive on
1. but came out with u nice
second shot,”” Yochum suid,
*‘] couldn’t make any putts on
{any) of the three holes and 1
definitely thought it was going
to go on to a fourth hole, but
unfortunately on his part, we
didn’t need it.

**This is my second time
winning OVACs, and I wanted
to leave a lasting mark on
Linsly golf,”

Added Zavatsky: ‘*Give
credit to both of those guys.
(Perry) had putts that he had to
make or the thing was over, |
wouldn't want to have had that
pressure because I know |
would have missed it 3 or 4
inches right of the hole.

“*That's just nerves of steel
and that comes from playing in
$0 many tournaments over the
summer. It kind of gives me an
advantage as a coach because 1
do very little as a coach
because they play in the Top
Flite tournaments so they don’t
need me that much. | never
have lo force my Kids o play
in the offseason because they
are playing all summer. '

Yochum and Perry were
named to the OVAC Class AA
All-Tournament team along
with Tennant, Spencer,
Steubenville Central’s Jake
Emmerling (73). and Monroe
Central’s Ryan Kuhn (75).

Zavaisky has now coached
the Cadets w 12 of their 13
OVAC golf championships.

This championship is
Linsly’s first of any sport in its
new division.

“(Moving up a class) was a
concern,”” Zavatsky said, " But
then on the other hand, we
looked how different things
could have been. These teams
we played were really good
and loaded with a lot of great

gotfers, but we louk at a team
like Bishop Rosecruns.

**Hod we stayed in single-
A, who knows becuuse
{Bishop Rosecruns) shot lights-
oul the other day? Plus,
Wheeling Central also moved

up.
“*Even though we jumped up i
class, we probably dodged a
couple other really good teams,
besides some of the good
teams that were here
(Thursdny).”

Yochum came into the club-
house first and waited &s his
teammates and oppanents
rolled in, adding the numbers
in his head and hoping the
numbers would add up to
another championship.

‘It feels good to win it four
years straight that I"ve been at
Linsly,”” Yochum said. *‘To
see your tearn come oul on top
is a great feeling. We were not
looking pood there at the start,
especially with me coming in
at a 39 (after the front-nine).

After a good back-nine by
all five of us, it turned out to
be a good tournament,

*I had a really bad finish,
but Mr. ‘Z’ said, ‘Keep going.
You don't need to shoot lights
out.” We did well ns a tenm 50
there was no need to keep
pressing und that definitely
was what | was doing on the
Inst two holes, | just tried to hit
fairways and greens and it all
worked out in the end.”

Yochum finished the back-
nine with three birdies, includ-
ing the last two holes to finish
with a 32. Perry had a 31 on
the back-nine that featured four
birdies.

OVAC Class AA Champlonship
{at Crispln Course, Par 71}
Linsly 299, Steubenville Central
307, Fort Frye 320, River 358,

Maonroe Central 358, Wellsville
358, Buckeye Trail 362, Shadyside
364

L — Yochum 71 {medalist}*,
Tennant 73, Spencer 75, Young
80; SC — Emmerling 73, Schricksl
76, McDonald 78, Smith 80, F —
Perry 71, Warren 77, Arnold 83,
Bates 89; R — Wax 85, Wright 87,
Merckle 80, Kimble 81; M — Kuhn
75, Paulus 78, Koslik 102, Yoho

102; W — Childers 80,
Lombardozzi 82, Koopman 984,
Reynolds 102; B — Colvin 81,

Smith 82, Cunningham 94, Lent 95;
Sh — O'Donnell 80, Eniex 87,
Andes 92, Glbson 105.

* won In playolt
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. Yochum's drive landed close
o the green. Perry’s shot landed
abont 30 yards away and his

seeond shot resulted in o fong

DL atiempt,
Yachum got his pitch close to
the pin. but again missed the
utl For a par. Unfortunately for
erry. he three-putted the hole,
hogeyed and Yochum was
nimed the Class AA medalist,
T hit a really bad drive on 1,
but came out with a nice second
shot,” Yochum said. *°1 could-
n't make any puits on {any) of
the three Imfcs and 1 delinitely
thought it was going 1o po on o
a fourth hole, but unforiunately
an his part. we didn’t need it

ning OGVACs, and | wanted to
lenlvc a lasting mark on Linsty
ol L™

£ Added Zavatsky: “*Give cred-
it to hoth of those guys. (Perry)
haet putts that he had io make or
the thing was over. 1 wouldn't
want to have had that pressure
hecause 1 know T would have
missed it 3 or 4 inches right of
the hole.

“That™s just nerves of steel
and that comes from playing in
s0omany (ournaments over the
summer. 1t kind of gives me an
advantage as a coach because |
duo very little as a coach hecause
they play in the Top Flite tour-
naments so ey don’t need me
that much. T never have (o foree
my kids 1o play in the offsenson
hecause they are plaving all
summer, *’

Yochum and Perry were
named to the QVAC Class AA
All-Tournament team along
with  Tennant, Spencer,

. Rosecrans Wins- OVAC debut; o i
Claiming 1-A golf title by 10 shots §

By SETH STASKEY.
Times Leader Sporis Editor

Zanesville Bishop Rosecrans was voted into the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference last spring.

Tuesday afternoon, the Bishops made a debut one no one will soon forget.

The Rosecrans’ golf team made easy
work of the normally challening Crispin lay-
out at Oglebay Park to capture the school’s
first-ever OVAC title in their first-ever
OVAC event. ' :

“Thanks for inviting us into the league,”
smiled Rosecrans head coach Steve Coyle
shortly after the scores were compiled. “It’s
real nice to come down here and play a really
nice golf course and play this well.”

The Bishops — who had played in the
Columbus Catholic League and just two
years ago were state runnerup in Ohio —
fired a blistering 286, which was. 10 better
than Toronto, which was making its 1-A
debut after dropping down from 2-A,
© “The 286 1s. phenomenal,” Coyle said. “I
never dreamed we'd shoot anything that low.
I was hoping for about 300 because I
thought that would have been good enough
to win it, but Toronto played extremely
well.” .

The Red Knights did play well as all four
of their scorers shot rounds in the 70s, but
the Rosecrans advantage in the first spot was
too much for Toronto to.overcome,

“I am proud of my guys because they came out and competed well,” said R RAE
Toronto head coach Rob Suffoletta. “We just came up a little short in the end, T-L. Phato/SETH STASKEY
but this was the best we've played all yedr, and I like our chances going into ROSECRANS' JOSH Agin watches
the state playoffs."” T

The Bishops were fueled to their low score by an amazing round put forth ?—Ijetgg asyl‘!gt 8'{',2}? é?;hs;l 0-:3_ f ‘gigﬁ

‘ Championship. Agin fired a six-under
See, CLASS A, Page B2 65 to win the OVAC title at Crispin.

“This is my second time win-.

Steubenville Central’s Jake
Emmerling (73}, and Monroe
Central’s Ryan Kuhn (75).

Zavatsky has now coached
the Cadets to 12 of their 13
OVAC goll championships.

_This _championship s
Linsly's first of any sport in its
new division.

“{(Moving up a class) was o
concern.”” Zavatsky said, *‘But
then on the other hand. we
looked how different things
could have been. These teams
we played were really goodd and
toaded with a lot of great

olfers. but we look at o team
ike Bishop Rosecruns,

“Hud we stayed in single-A.
who knows because (Bishop
Rosecrans) shot lights-out the
other day? Plus. Wheeling Cen-
tral also moved up.

“*Even though we jumped up
o cluss. we probably dodged a
couple other renll|y vood teams,
hesides some of the good teams
that were here {Thursday).”

Yochum came into the club-
house flrst and waited as his
teammates and opponents rolled
in, adding the numbers in his
head and hoping the numbers
would add up o another cham-
pionship.

OVAC Class AA Champlonship
{at Criapin Coursa, Par 71)

Linsly 269, Staubenville Cantral 307, Fort
Frya 320, River 356, Manrae Cenitral 368,
WellsviNu 358, Buckaye Trall 382,
Shadyside 364

L — Yochum 71 imadalist}*, Tannant
13. Spencer 76, Younp 80; SC — Emmer-
ling 73, Schrickel 76, McDonasld 7B, Smith
A0, F — Parry 71, Warren 77, Arnold B3,
Batas B9; R — Wax 85, Wright 87, Marckio
5, Kimble 81; M — Kuhn 75, Paulus 79,
Koslik 102, Yoho 102; W ~— Childars 80,
Lomhardozzi B2, Xoopman 24, Reynolds
102; B — Colvin B1, Smilth 92, Cunning-
hamn 94, Lent 95; Sh — O'Boneall 80,

Eniox 87, Andea 82, Gibson 105.
* won in playatf
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Maroon Knights claim OVAC crown

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

Different class, same result,

Such was the case for Wheeling
Central at Tuesday's OVAC Class
3-A Golf Championship on the
Robert Trent Jones course at Spei-
del inside of Oglebay Park.

The Maroon Knights came into
the tournament as defending Class
2-A champions, but due to their
enrollment figures, jumped up a
class this season into the 3-A fray
where defending champion Mead-
owbrook was residing.

However, the Maroon Knights
were up to the challenge on their
home course. ’

“Our kids played well,”” Wheel-
ing Central coach Paul Kurtz said.
““We were pretly consistent with
what we've been shooting all year

and it’s nice to play on a familiar
course.”’

Kurtz and the Maroon Knights
came into the tournament as win-
ners of the last three Class 2-A
titles and they were led in all of
those by senior standout Joey
Seabright.

Seabright was right in the thick
of things again this time, but the
Maroon Knights relied on another
to carry the load. :

Usual fourth man Wes Earley
turned in a britliant round of 75 on
a day when the Jones course was
playing mighty difficult to take
medalist honors.

I was just happy to get out
there and play well,”” Earley said.
«1 thought I putted well with only
one three-puit.”’ :

The round of 75 was well below

Earley’s norm on the Speidel
course and it also gualified as his
personal best. .

“ really don't know what hap-
pened,’’. Earley said. *‘There were
a couple of times T was right or left
off the tee, but I recovered well and
then putted well. I just focused on
getting on the green.”’

Winning the OVAC title could
go a long way in‘providing a spark
for Earley en route to the West Vir-
ginia postseason.

*I am realiy looking forward to
playing a couple more good
rounds,” Earley said.

As Kurtz pointed out, putting
was the key for his medalist. '

“*His putting has been what’s
been dragging him down,”” Kurlz
said. *‘It's a real nice bonus when
your fourth guy comes out and earns

medalist."”’

While obviously disappoinied
about his string of OVAC champi-
onships being snapped, Seabright
was gracious and happy for his
teammate.

*] played pretty weli and hit the
ball well,”* Seabright said. *‘All in
all, 1 played very well. It's tough to.
stop the ball on the greens when you
get above the hole. If someone on
another team had beaten me, I would
have been pretty upset, but 1 am glad
we kept the title in the Central fami-

Seabright’s card included a dou-
ble bogey and a couple other bogeys,

_which came back to bite him.

*] usually shoot better here,”” he
said. : ‘

Please See, CROWN, Page 17
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By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Schools have only been back in ses-
sion for a little over three weeks and
already the first OVAC champions of the
new school year are about to he crowned.

The  annual OVAC  Golr
Championships are slated for Tuesday and
Thursday of this week. Aj) four of the
conference meets wil] be held at
Oglebay’s Speidel Golf Club ina
shotgun start format,

THE CLASS 4-A event
will be held on Thursday,
starting at 9:30 .,

Zanesville makes the

. trip east looking to defend e A
the crown it won g year

with a pair of defending team champions
in the field. Meadowbrook is the defend-
ing champion in 3-A, whiie Wheeling
Central has Jumped up a class after captur-
ing the 2-A banner a year ago,

- The Knights and Colts are listed as
the favorites this week as well. The
Knights and Colts have gone head-to-head
twice already this season, winning both
matches by 31 and nine strokes, respec-

tively,
Along with Meadowbrook and
Central, the remainder of the
3-A field includes: Bellaire,
Barnesville, Harrison
Central, Magnolia, Martins
Ferry, Oak Glen, §t.

C Golf Championships
y at Oglebay

Barnesville’s top players
‘Warfield and Chase Milburm, Magnolia is
lied by Scott Berry and Ben Bridgeman.
‘Ouak Glen receives sirong efforts from
Lucas and Clay Owens.

The Class 3-A tournament will begin
ont the Back 9 at 9:30 a.m.

The 3-A tournament is under the
direction of Meadowbrook High coach
Mel Pesuit.

CLASS 2-A - under the direction
of River High golf coach Bob Cain - s
scheduled for Thursday at 9:30 a.m. at
Crispin Golf Course,

The field for the 2-A tournament wiil
consist of Shadyside, Wellsville, Linsly,
River, Steubenvilie Catholie, Fort Frye,

are: Bailey

ago.
The Blue Devils return
a pair of top-notch players in
Chase Miller and Wade Kaido,
One player to watch is John

3-A champion is also back
this year. Harrison Central’s
Jared Hirauk won the crown & year

Clairsville, Tyler Shenandoah, Monroe Central and
Consolidated and Upion Buckeye Trail.
Local. CLASS 1-A wiji Mayed on the

The reigning individual Crispin layout at Ogiebay. .
new champion is assured in the

smallest class as Linsly has bumped up to

Class 2-A after winning the small-school

Marshall’s Ci“:*‘;(’“, ‘SC“‘HWE?‘“CI‘- Wheeling ago. crown last year. Actuaily, the Cadets have
Park’s top entrant is Marshall Hone, while Harrison’s Alex Heavitin is another  claimed the last six titles,
Jeff Ferda leads the Brooke contingent, in the mix for medaiist honors, Competiting in 1-A are: Conotton

Buckeye Local is led by Jade
Waligura and Steubenville’s top man has
been Pete Petrides,

The remainder of the 4-A field
includes: Indinn Creek, Weir, Edison, East
Liverpool, Cambridge and Beaver Local,

heeling Park head coach Mike
Ricei is the director of the 4-A tourna-
ment. '

CLASS 3-A will be held on Tuesday

Meadowbrook is led by seniors
Cameron Fehrman and Chirts Miller.
“Fehrman was the medaljst at last year's
Division II sectional.

Central’s top entrants for the tourns;-
ment include:" Joey Seabright, Chris
Staley, Wes Earley and Eric Felton,

St. Clairsvilie’s best chances for
earning all-OVAC include Caleb Luens
and. Larry Moore.

Valley, Beallsville, St. John, Paden City,
Weirton Madonna, Toronto and new addi-
tion Zanesyville Rosecrans.

Beailsville's Alan Boan was the
meet’s champion last year, but he picked
up his diploma.

All told, nary a member of the all-
OVAC team returns, Three members are
still playing for Linsly and the other two
graduated. :

Crown

(Continued from Page 15)

coupie of easy holes where
I should at least had a birdie
putt, but I made a bogey.” ,

Eric Felton and Chris
Stacey closed out the top four
for the Knights, turning in
rounds of 81 und 82, respec-
tively.

Meadowbrook finished
| second in the event. The Colts
— under the guidance of

coach and 3-A tournament
* director Me] Pesuit — fin-
ished with 326. The Colts zet
no rest for the weary as they
take part in the final round of
the East Central Ohio League
Championship today. ,

“*Wheeling Centrul’s a
good team,’’ Pesuit said.
**They beat us by nine strokes
earlier this season. They
played a fine round and have
a.fine team.”

The Colts had three guys

fire rounds in the 70s to earn
all-OVAC honors. Chrig
Miller finished with a 77,
while Cameron Fehrman and
Nick Hudson each had rounds
of 79. )

Barnesville and Harrison
Central were the third and
fourth-place teams, The
Shamrocks — making their
Class 3-A debut — finished
with 346 strokes, while the
Huskies tailied a 358,

Barnesville was led by u
round of 82 from Bailey
Warfield.

Harrison Central received
an 82 from defending OVAC
champion Jared Hirauk.

Oak Glen’s Troy Eckleber-
ry turned in the shot of the
day on the Par 3, seventh. He
turned in an ace for the hole,
but finished with a round of
92 as the Golden Bears were
fifth overall.



