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Park gi.rls, 
Brooke boys 
win OVAC Cup 
By JOSH STROPE 
For The 1imes Leader 

Call it a decade of dominance. 
Wheeling Park won its l 0th straight OV AC Cup Championship on 

Monday with a 2-0 victory against Linsly at Wheeling Island Stadium. 
First-year coach Mark Hladek now owns an OV AC Cup title as a 

player and a coach. 
"It was a little more nerve-wracking as a coach," Hladek said. "This 

was one of those games I'm supposed to win. I got hired here because I 
was supposed to be a good coach, so I didn't want to be the one to end 
the streak." 

But Hladek didn't have to worry despite a Linsly team that did its best 
to put the Patriots on their heels. 

"They really frustrated us,,. Hladek said. "It was a messy first half 
and we were lucky to catch a break." 

That break came in the form of a rifle shot by Lauren Thomas. 
Thomas had u ball bounce back to her outside of the penalty box and 

the junior buried it into the top comer of the goal past Linsly keeper 
Kaitlyn Pytlak. 

The Patriots ( 11-0-2) appeared to go up 2-0 when Pytlak went out to 
play a loose ball but missed it, allowing Melissa Shepherd to score into 
the empty net. However, the referees disallowed the goal, claiming 
Pytlak was interfered with. 

The l-0 lead stood to intermission. 
"We went into this game as the underdogs and with nothing to lose," 

Linsly coach Jill Regan said. "We did a lot of things that frustrated them 
and the girls are holding tl1eir heads up. 

"They have nothing to be ashamed of and I think they are proud of 
themselves and I'm proud of them too." 

Wheeling Park went up by two scores on a goal by Emily Freeman. 
Freeman took a pass from Katelyn Gompers and finished the play for the 
2-0 lea<). 

Gompers played an outstanding game and Hladek referred to her as 
"the best player on the field in the second half." 

I 

Linsly ( 13-4) had a ha.rd time getting any shots in the second half ..,._.., 
against a stingy Park defense, und Hladek wasn't going to sit on a 2-0 
lead. 

'Tm not a coach tl1at likes to do that," Hladek said. "That was a team 
that I didn't want to give opportunities to. 

"I've said since Day I that I thought we had the best defense around 
and then went out and posted another shutout, this time against a Linsly 
team that is very underrated, very talented, und very athletic." 

Added Regan: "We didn't have the depth, only playing 14 girls. I 

See, OVAC, Page 82 

T•L Photos/JOEL JOSEPH 
TOP: Linsly's Katie Jochum tries to work toward a shot against Wheeling 
Park goal keeper Julianne Forzano and Kelly Kreson (21 ). 
ABOVE: Linsly's Zach Torak works the ball up field against Brooke's Eric 
Thomas during Monday evening's OVAC Soccer Cup Championship at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 
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think fatigue started to set in, 
but they never gave up." 

Pytlnk made some excellent 
saves on Shepherd and Natalie 
Smith to keep Linsiy's hopes 
up, but Park. wrapped up the 
victory and another title. 

"Most of the girls, we have 
six or seven seniors that started 
this season with a different 
attitude," Hladek said. "They 
dido 't want to leave as the 
group that lost. 

"Now that we've accom­
plished what we need to in 
terms of being undefeated, 
winning the division title and 
the tournament, we are going 
to set our sights on getting 
ready for sectionals and hope­
fully the state tournament" 

BROOKE AND LINSL Y 
, played in the OVAC_ Cup Final 
the previous two seasons with 
• each team winning one.-

The rubber match belonged 
to the Bruins. 

Brooke receivied a second­
•half goal from Japanese 
exchange· student Ryogo 
Kishimoto, and the Bruins held 
off a furious Linsly onslaught 
to claim their second OV AC 
Cup Championship with a 1-0 
victory against the Cadets on 
Monday at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 

"This is an awesome feel­
ing," Brooke coach John 
Zumpetta said. "These kids 
worked their butts off and real­
ly stepped up and held Linsly 
off. 

"Linsly ls an awesome team 
and we are so thrilled to win." 

Linsly (l 4-5) started off the 
match by looking like it would 
run the Bruins out of the stadi­
um. 

The Cadets spent the better 
part of 20 minutes without 
allowing Brooke to cross mid­
field. 

The second 20 minutes of 
the first half belonged to 
Brooke (I 0-3). Despite going 
into the intennission scoreless, 
ail the momentum had clearly 
switched to the side of the 
Bruins. 

"We knew Linsiy would 
come out and jump on us," 
Zumpetta said. "They are very 
talented, but once we settled 
down and started to play our 
game, things started to switch 

our way, and then Ryogo took 
advantage." 

Kishimoto took a pass from 
Bryce Mott and blasted a shot 
from 25 yards that zipped 
through the penalty box and 
past diving Linsly netminder 
Eric Schmalz into the goal in 
the 44th minute. 

"He just stepped into nnd 
ripped it," Zumpetta said. 

Linsly didn't give up and 
played hard to the end. Despite 
getting off some excellent 
shots, none could get by the 
2005 West. Virginia 
Goalkeeper of the Year Ryan 
Whiteljead. 

"He's one of the best" 
Linsly coach Randy Shah said. 
"He'_s very athletic, very gift­
ed, challenges well and doesn't 
fold under pressure." 

Zumpetta was so sure of his 
defense, during the last 15-20 
minutes be called it back and 
spent the rest of ,the match 
keeping Llnsly at bay. . • 

"At that point, I just wanted 
to clear the ball and I thought 
my defense was solid enough 
to do that," Zumpetta said. 

Linsly' s best chance came 
with five minutes remaining as 
Evan .Slncavich saw a bounc­
ing ball in the penalty box. The 
junior charged at the ball but 
fanned, allowing a Brooke 
defender to clear the bail. 

"Brooke played great 
defense and one of our things 
ls possessing the ball and tak­
ing away their opportunities," 
Shah said. "(Monday) we did­
o 't finish." 

Linsly loses 12 seniors, a 
group that was very emotional 
after the final whistle blew. 

"This was an emotional let­
down for them, and their hearts 
were really in It," Shah said. 
"For a senior to go out on a 
loss., especially when playing 
for a championship, you could 
see the passion." 

For Brooke, the victory is a 
measure of revenge against the 
team that shut it out last 
October. As for Kishimoto 
understanding the significance 
of the victory, Zumpetta gave a 
chuckle. 

"He understood it enough to 
be one of the first ones to run 
over and grab the cup," 
Zumpetta said. 

Park, Linsly 
girls to battle 
for OVAC Cup 
By DON CLEGG 
For The Times leader 

The unbeaten Wheeling Park girls' soccer team took another step closer to its 10th straight OVAC Cup girls Saturday after­noon with a 3-0 shutout of Brooke (5-4-3) m a semifinal at Wheeling Island Stadium. 
• Coach Mark Hladek's Patriots (13-0-2) return to the island Monday to battle Linsly ( 13-3) for the OV AC Cup title. Linsly edged Edison on penalty kicks in Saturday's other 
semifinal. 

Wheeling Park had fallen behind early 
in its past two games but that trend ...-==­came to an end Saturday. 

''One of the things we focused 
on in pregame was not to have 
another slow start," said 
Hladek. 

The game began in a ligl!t 
drizzle but it dido 't take Park ~ 
long to find its water wings. 

Natalie Smith gained posses-
sion inside the box and chipped a 
high ball over her defenders that 
found Mallory Mueller about IO yards in 
front of the left post. 

Mueller settled the ball quickly and drove it low into the opposite comer for a I -0 Wheeling Park lead in the 14th minute. Ia the 19th minute, Emily Freeman - playmg rn her first game since returning from an injury - ripped a comer kick low into the box. 
Melissa Shepherd darted around her defender and one-timed Freeman's drive into the back of the net for her 18th goal of the season and the Patriots had a 2-0 lead. 
"We're starting to get healthy," said Hladek. "Emily's prob­ably about 90 percent right now and we also got Cassie Aderholt back on the field today. 
"Outside of Elizabeth Kosowski, who will probably be out for a couple of weeks with an ankle, ,we should be at full 

strength Monday night" . . Wheeling Park's back three of Sarah B1zanov1ch, Kelly Kresen and Emily Ellwood frustrated the Brooke attack all after­noon. 
The Bruins didn't get.their first shot on net until the 5 i st minute. Jenna Forzano easily made the save and didn't face 

another shot 
Brooke keeper Alicia Wayne kept things from getting out of· hand with some dazzling saves, especially in the first half. 
"Their keeper played great," said Hladek. "We probably had the two best keepers in the OV AC here today. 

See, OVAC, Page C2 

eling Park In the 
first year I coached 

Wildcat but before Pytlak could set up for 
the ensuing goal kick, the far linesman 
called the referee over for a conference. Wheeling Park closed out the sconng "c ,uu1< mem mto overtime but lost in Following a brief discussion, Linsly was in the 74th minute when Lauren Thomas the shootout because we'd never practiced called for a foul on the play. Since it took a .throw-in from Shepherd and drib- penalty kicks all year. occurred inside _the penalty box, Edison bled half the length of the field before "For the last 12 years, every practice was awarded a penalty kick with less than fending off two defenders to ram a low we've had at Linsly bas ended in penalty eight minutes to play. dri • th b k fth kicks. We were prepared." Brittany McKee drilled the kick just skidding ve mto e ac O e net Although Linsly bad dropped a 2-1 deci- under the crossbar to knot the score, send-• 'I think we flipped it a little bit sion to Edison during the regular season, ing the game into overtime. today," said Hladek. "I thought we came the Cadets dominated the run of play for • McKee also took the first penalty kick in out a little flat in the second half. most of the day on Saturday. the shootout and hammered it home to "I'd really like to see us put two good Linsly bad a difficult time solving give Edison an early edge. halves together." Wildcat k pe Cathe • e Sanders who There were some nervous moments on LINSLY HEAD GIRLS' soccer ee r nn - . coach nu Regan learned a painful lesson kept her team in the match throughout the Linsly sideline when the Cadets mis­with a dozen saves on a busy afternoon - fired on their first penalty kick but Pytlak in her first season as a coach With the but finally broke the scoring ice just smothered the-next two shots from the Cadets. before halftime. Wildcats to turn the tide. Twelve years later, that lesson paid off Justine Lechner was hustling the ball up "Those two saves by Kaitlyn were with a berth in Monday's OVAC Cup the left sideline when she found Erica huge," said Regan. "That gave us a fi~r battling to a 1-1 tie through regula- Jenkins making a midfield run. chance to go ahead. lion and two. 5-minute overtime penods, Lechner put a perfect pass on Jenkins' "f reminded the shooters that we prac­Linsly and Edison had to settle Saturday's foot just past midfield and the senior mid- tice these things every day and told them OV AC Cup semifinal in a penalty-kick fielder split the Edison defense. to just shoot like they do in practice." shootout Jenkins pulled up about 25 yards oot and After the first miss, Jenkins, Chelsea No problem. drilled a laser into the top left comer of Hennen and Courtney Lowe made three The Cadets missed their first try but the net for a 1-0 Linsly lead Jn the 38th straight to send Linsly into Monday's title min tilt 

sophomore keeper Kaitlyn Pytlak frustrat- ute. ed the Wildcats with back-to-back saves The Cadets kept the pressure on in the Regan doesn't mind being cast in the and Linsly won the shootout by a 3-1 second half and were less than eight min- underdog role. • margin. • utes away from a shutout win when "We have some talented girls," she That earned the Cadets (13-3) a shot at Edison caught a break. said, "but I'm sure people see us as the nine-time defending champion Wheeling A group of players came together on a underdog because Wheeling Park has won Park (13-0-2) in Monday's championship challenge for a high ball sent into the this tournament so milny times. match. Linsly box. "That means we can go in there and play It also jogged some memories fcir Regan. The ball caromed over the end line off a relaxed. The pressµre's not on us." !LI&Lt21i.l. ____ • ... IJ.J.JLJLLii:ULltUJL. ..JI .Jl ... J. -__ IL_. JJIM L■ilillllllllll'. I 1• 



• OVAC Cup Kick: 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Wheeling Park's Lauren Thomas (3) readies for a kick during Monday's OVAC Cup matchup at Harding Stadium In Steubenville against 
John Marshall. Among the Monarchs defenders are Hanna Gossett (10), Michelle Harris, middle, and Jesse Rutan, right. 

Wheeling Park shakes off slow start, Monarchs 
By JOSH STROPE 

Staff Writer 
Wheeling Park again started 

slow. Wheeling Park again fin­
ished strong. 

The Patriots overcame a sluggish 
start and started their defense of 
the OV AC Cup Championship 
with an 8-1 ·rout a~ainst John Mar­
shall on Monday m the quarterfi­
nals at Hardmg Stadium in 
Steubenville. 

"It took us 46 minutes to wake 
up," Wheelin~ Park coach Mark 
Hladek said. 'There were times 
when John Marshall was all over 
the place and I had to count to 
make sure there weren't 20 girls 
out there. 

"We were lucky to get two first­
half goals, and we can't do that if 
we play a team that's going to 
come out and play a full 80 min­
utes." 

The Monarchs came into the 

"There were times when John Marshall was 
all over the place and I had to count to make 

sure there weren't 20 girls out there." 
Mark Hladek, Wheeling Park girls' soccer coach 

game as the No. 8 seed and looked 
to avenge last season's loss in the 
OV AC Cup Championship game. 

John Marshall stunned the 
defending champs in the I 0th 
minute when Emily Yoders 
received a Hannah Gossett pass 
and fired the ball toward the net. 
Wheeling Park goalkeeper Jenna 
Forzano made a diving ~tab to 
_slow the ball down, but it still 
trickled into the net for the 1-0 
John Marshal! lead. 

The Patriots answered in the 

14th minute when Sarah 
Bizanovich took a direct kick from 
midfield and sailed it into the 
penalty box. 

John Marshall goalie Kristen 
Hewitt came out to get i.t, but 
Wheeling Park's Emily Shepherd 
beat her to it and knocked the ball 
past her and into the goal to tie the 
game. 

The Monarchs seemingly con­
trolled the tempo the rest of the 
half, but Wheeling Park took its 
first lead as Liz Marshall took the 

rebound off a Mallory Mueller 
shot for the goal. 

"I was very proud of the kids, 
they played hard until the end," 
John Marshall coach Cindy 
Lawther said. "We know how hard 
it is to play a team like Park and 
especially with its defensive 
speed." 

When the Patriots finally woke 
up in the second half is when the 
wheels started to fall off for John 
Marshal!. 
Four minutes into the second half, 

Lauren Thomas scored from 3 0 
yards out, a shot that Hewitt 
should have stopped, but got away 
from her and Into the net 

Shepherd scored the next two 
goals, one on a beautiful shot that 
sailed oyer Hewitt's head, and the 
other picking up a bouncing ball In 
the box and burying it home. 

Please See SLOW, Page 17 
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Photo by Alex Kozlowski' 
Wheelin~ Park's Melissa Shepherd, left, battles for possession of the ball against John 
Marshall s Julie Young during Monday's game at Harding Stadium in Steubenville. 

Slow 
(Continued from Page 15) 

Shepherd's hat trick gives her 17 goals in her 
inaugural season with tl1e Patriots. 

Thomas scored again in wtiat looked like a mir­
ror image of her previous goal. Natalie Smith fin­
ished off the scoring with two goals in the final 
JO minutes. 

Still, the slow start worries Hladek, but he still 
gives credit to a furious start by John Marshall. 

"It's hard to start off this tournament when 
you've already played them once," Hladek said. 
"They have already seen us, and they were ready 
to play from the outset and I give John Marshall 
its due. 

No. 1 seed Wheeling Park 
will play Brocike on Saturday. 

Grune Note 
The Patriols, already ban°ed up with injuries to 

Emily Freeman and Casselyn Aderholt, suffered 
another blow as sophomore Elizabeth Kosowski 
injured her ankle during warmups. Kosowski has . 
been coming off the bench and been a solid con­
tributor in the past few games. Freeman and 
Aderholt may be ready for Saturday's game. 

"We won the first game 6-0 and they are the No. 
8 seed coming in to knock off the No. I seed. SUMMARY 
Luckily we are a good enou~h team to overcome Wheallng Park 8, John Marshall, 
a bad start and pull out the wm." W - Goals: Shepherd 3, Thomas 2, Smith 2, Marshall; 

'The Patriots face Brooke on Saturday at Wheel- A5slsts: Blzanovlch 2, Mueller, Thomae, Railing, Gomper!!I; 
Goalkeepers: Forzano {2 saves), Blalock (1 save!; J - Goal: 

ing Island Stadium in the semifinals. · Yoders; };\Ss!st Gossett; Goalkeeper: Hewitt (13 saves). 

Brooke 
(Continued from Page 15) 
"It seems as soon as we ~et 

that first goal, then we click 
into attack mode, Hall said. 
"We scored, and everyone 
got up and they wanted 
another. 

"Hopefully we can keep that 
up, but we aren't going to be 
able to wait that long to score 
against Park·. 

As always, the defense was 
superb, only allowing three 
shots. 

"They came out the second 
half and beat us every which 
way," Steubenville Central 
coach Chris Ledyard said. 
"We started off good because 
I think the girls were nervous 
and didn't know what to do 
so they attacked and put 
Brooke on its heels. 

"Once they calmed down 
and sensed what was around 
them, Brooke became just a 
better team and we couldn't 
possess the ball to do any­
thing with it." 

Game Note 
Brooke played Wheeling 

Park tough in their only match 
of the season, but the Patriots 

were still able to come away 
with a 4-0 victory. 

Regular Season 
Mount de Chantal 7 

Indian Creek 0 
At Wheeling, Mount de 

Chantal's Svenga Menz 
scored three goals and the 
Lions' Jocelyn Floyd and 
Raven Weaver recorded two 
goals apiece in a shutout 
against Indian Creek. 

Floyd went coast to coast 
for one of her two goals. 

Assists were tallied for Mount 
de Chantal (5-4) by Menz and 
Samantha Waycof. 

Mount de Chantal's Mallory 
Dille and Halle Parker had 
three saves each in the net, 
while Indian Creek goalkeep­
er Kaylee DeHammer man­
aged 1 7 saves. 

SUMMARIES 
Brooke 2, Steubenville Central O 

B - Goals: DeCaplo, Cline; Assist: 
Fuente.s; Goalkeepar: Wayne (3 saves); 
S - Goalkeeper: Show (7 saves). 

Mount de Chantal 7, Indian Creek O 
M - Goals: Menz 3, Floyd 2, Weaver 

2; Assists; Menz, Waycof; Goalkeepers: 
Dille (3 saves), Parker (3 saves). I -
Goalkeeper. OeHammcr (17 saves). 

s Off 
Bruins earn 
shutout vs. 
Crusaders 

By JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

Brooke coach Erica Hall was 
pleased with the result of her first 
game coaching in the OV AC Cup 
Tournament. 

The Bruins' 2-0 victory against 
Steubenville Central in the quarterfi­
nals _of the t_our~ament Monday at 
Hardmg Stadmm m Steubenville was 
hard-fought, and her stellar defense 
shut down a prolific Crusaders 
offense. • 

But once the game was finished; 
her focus was on one thing -
Wheeling Park. 

"We have a.week to get ready," 
Hall said. "The girls know what's ln 
front of them. There ls no pressure 
on us because eve~one expects Park 
to win lt all. But this is a tough week 
and any team can be beaten," 

Brooke played strong on defense 
and dido t allow many scoring 
chances by the Crusaders. 

The ones it did allow were scary 
and could have changed the outcome 
of the game. • 

The best chance came as Annie 
Potvin dribbled around a slew of 
defenders and lofted a shot toward 
Brooke goalie Alicia Wayne. Wayne 
bobbled the ball which went over her 
head, off the crossbar, and along the 
goal line. • 

The referees huddled together and 
determined the ball never fully 
crossed the line and the match 
remained scoreless. 

The first half remained scoreless 
much to the surprise of Hall. ' 

"I haven't seen Steubenville Cen­
tral so I wasn't sure what to expect," 
Hall said. "(Potvin) was quick, and 
having someone like that makes me 
nervous in a tie game. I like to feel 
comfortable." 

The Bruins have been a team that 
has scored goals ln bunches, feeding 
off the momentum, and Monday was 
no different. 

Brooke finally got on the score­
board in the 5 I st minute as Connie 
Fuentes split two defenders with a 
perfect pass to Brittany DeCapio 
who finished the play for score. 

Less than a mmute later, the· two 
were at it again, but this time 
Steubenville Central goalie Annie 
Shaw made the diving save on 
DeCayio. 

Stil , the Bruins kept attackin$ 
forcing the Crusaders out of the1; 
game. 

A foul on the ed~e of the box set 
Brooke up with a duect kick. Instead 
of sending the ball in the box and 
hoping for a lucky bounce, Molly 
Choe fired the.ball toward the net 

It turned out to be. the right choice 
as Cline's shot sailed over Shaw's 
head ·and into the goal. 

Please See BROOKE, Page 17 
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Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Wheeling Park's Stephen Knight (8) controls the bali In front of Wheeling Central's Greg Vargo (14) during action of their match Wednesday evening In Wellsburg. 

Patriots Blank City Rivals 
Horan scores goal in 
return to Park's lineup 

By JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

It's never easy to start off a tournament 
against a crosstown rival, but Wheeling 
Parle found itself in a battle Wednesday 
against Wheeling Central in the qunrter­
finals of the OV AC Cup Tournament at 
Brooke High .School. • 

Despite a determined effort by the 
Maroon Knights, the Patriots were able 
to escape with a 2-0 victory and 
advance to the semifinals Saturday at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

"Wheeling Central gave us everything 
we could handle to today and my hats 
off to them," Wheeling Park coach 
Mario Julian said. "They were fit, ran at 
us hard, and there were times when they 
really stormed at us. 
• "We wanted to start off with a good 

win and this was definitely it" 
Goals were hard to come by for the 

Patriots, mainly because of outstanding 
play in goal by Wheeling Central keeper 
Sabastian Bommer. 

Bommer got tested early on a break­
away attempt by Wheeling Park's Zac 
Jebbia, but the junior was up to the task, 
making a diving save of the hard shot 

"Sabastian has really come along for 
us this season and made some big 
saves," Wheeling Central coach Lou 
Vargo said. 

But as solid as Bommer was, even the 
best of goalkeepers have a hard time 
stopping shots from Wheeling Park's 
Vinny Crumrine. 

Zac Aderholt raced with ball down the 
sidelines, bringing a pair of Maroon 
Knight defenders with him. Aderholt 
calmly passed the ball back to the top of 
the penalty box where Crumrine was 
waiting for a one-timer. 

The senior blasted a hard shot the div­
ing Bommer couldn't catch up as and 

Park took the lead in the 32nd minute. 
Wheeling Central couldn't get any­

thing going on offense, despite playinls a 
large portion of the match in Wheeling 
Park territory. 

"We were moving the ball, but we just 
couldn't finish," Vargo said. "Talent­
wise I thought we matched up with them 
pretty well, but they just found a way to 
win. 

"They played their hearts out for 80 
minutes and played a great game against 
a great team." 

Senior Ryan Horan made bis return to 
the Wheelmg Park lineup after missing 
the entire season with a broken foot 

Not only did his return give the Patri­
ots. a much-need lift, but also a much­
needed second goal. 

Jebbia passed the ball through the 
penaliy box, and with Bommer out of 
position, Horan easily put the ball in the 
empty net for his first score. 

Please See RIVALS, Page 21 

Linsly records school-record 
seventh consecutive shutout 

By JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

The OVAC Cup tournament is always where Llnsly 
comes out to shine. 

This year is starting off as no exception. 
The Cadets made a little history, setting a school­

record with seven consecutive shutouts in a 3-0 blank­
ing of Steubenville in the quarterfinals of the OV AC 
Cup Tournament on Wednesday at Brooke High. 

Lmsly entered the tournament as the No. 3 seed, and 
most importantly, the defending champions. 

"This was a good win for us because we were down 
a striker in Josh Chapman because of injury, but we 
stepped up on defense and came out and took posses­
sion of the game by controlling the ball," Linsly coach 
Randy Shah said. 

Evan Sincavich got the scoring started with a blast 
from 30 yards out that caught Steubenville goalkeeper 
David Almeida off guard. • . 

Please See LINSLY, Page 21 



Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Wheeling Park's Zach Aderholt and Wheeling Central's 
Chris Bucon (15) compete for possession during Wednes­
day's game. 

Rivals 
(Contlnned from Page 19) 
"He hobbled around a little 

bit, and at times, I think he was 
afraid to hurt it again," Julian 
said. 

"But he &ave us a big lift 
tonight. He s one of our best 
players, and that gave them a 
lot of confidence. 

"We got exactly what we 
wanted out of him tonight" 

Wheeling Park's Andrew 

Linsly 
(Contlnned from Page 19) 
Linsly almost went up two goals 

a minute later, but Ryan Hobbs' 
shot was declared offsides. 

Linsly &oalie Erik Schmalz 
recorded his only save in the first 
half off a Brendan Milliken shot 

It was one of the few times Big 
Red was able to maintain posses­
sion. 

"We knew Linsly was going to 
dominate the ball, but the way 
they were moving the ball was 
like something I've never seen," 
Steubenville coach Greg Bowers 
said. "We spent the entire time 
chasing the ball, and when we 
finally got possession of the ball 
in their area, our legs were just 
too tired to finish." 

Linsly got its second goal min­
utes before halftime as Xavier 
Ortenzio blasted home a shot on 
a pass from Sincavich after a· 

Hatcher made two saves for the 
shutout. 

With Weir',s defeat Tuesday, 
the Patriots are the top remain­
ing seed at No. 2, but that 
makes no difference to Julian. 

"We know no matter who the 
top seed is, (Linsly or 
Steubenville) are going to 
come at us hard on Saturday," 
Julian said. "We just have to 
finish with a good showing." 

direct kick just outside of the 
penalty box. 

The Cadets controlled the sec­
ond half much like the first, by 
keeping the ball away from the 
feet of the Big Red players. 

"It was good game manage­
ment," Shah said. "If you can 
keep the ball away from them, 
they can't score and we teach our 
kids how to control the ball and 
keep our composure." 

The final goal came in the 65th 
minute as Nick Tomacari fired a 
ball toward the net, but as Almei­
da made a diving save, the 
rebound got away and Kevin 
Riley put the shot home for the 
3-0 advantnge. 
"We have a lot of younger play­

ers, and this was a good experi­
ence," Bowers said. "They are 
just going to have to learn from 
their mislllkes, and in time, they 

wi11." 
Linsly faces a big challenge 

against Wheeling Park in the 
semifinals Saturday at Wheeling 
lsl;md Sllldium. 

"Park is Park, they are always 
solid and always challenging," 
Shah said. "If we play our best 
game, we will come out on top. 

The contest will be a matchup 
of two of the top teams in OVAC 
soccer history, and the defending 
champs are looking forward to 
the chullenge. 

''The kids look at this tourna­
ment as their season and more as 
Linsly as a historical aspect," 
Shah said. ''They come in think­
ing that the OV AC Cup is theirs 
and everybody is gomg to be 
coming at us as the team to beat 

"We have a lot of seniors that 
want to make sure they win it in 
their final season." 



Making 
A Little 
History 
No. 8 seed Steubenville Central 
pulls upset of top-seeded Weir 

By JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

There's a first time for 
everything. 

In the 15 years the OV AC 
has played soccer, never 
has a No. 8 seed defeated 
the No. I seed in the OV AC 
Cup Tournament - until 
now. 

The Steubenville Central. 
boys stunned top-ranked 
Weir 3-1 on Tuesday in the 
quarterfinals of the tourna­
ment held at Brooke High 
School. 

"We told the kids before 
the game that the number 
doesn ~t matter:,._ 
Steubenville Ceritral coach 
Steve Kopcha said; "They 
showed up to play (Tues­
day) and I'm very happy. 

"These guys did a great 
job and beat a very good 
team. Weir was ranked No. 
I fora reason." 

The Crusaders took an 
. early lead and never looked 
back. 

The first goal came in the 
6th minute after a foul in 
the penalty box gave 
Steubenville Central a 
penalty kick. Wes Myers 
buried the ball past Weir 
goalie Milan Martich for 
the lead. 

good ratio. Even pros don 'I 
do that" 

Weir stayed on the offen­
sive, but a tough Crusaders 
defense dido 't allow many 
scoring opportunities. 

The Crusaders took the 1-
0 lead Into halftime after 
playing a flawless half. 

In tlie second half, with 
Weir pressing, trying to get 
a goal, a Steubenville Cen­
tral midfielder cleared the 
bali into the Weir penalty 
box. 

Martich went out to play 
the ball, but it took a hi!ih 
bounce over the keeper s 
head. Martich foll to the 
ground and Steubenville 
Central's Johnny Herrmann 
picked up the loose ball and 
scored into the empty net 

• "They beat us 6-0 earlier 
this season so we knew we 
had to show up to play," 
Kopcha said. "Our defense 
played tough and we were 
able to counter what they 
were doing. • 
Weir finally got on the 
scoreboard in the 67th 
minute as T.J. Morgan 
picked up the rebound from 
a Bobby Littleton shot and 
drilied 11 past Steubenville 
Central goalie Leo DiPiero 
to cut the lead in half. 

"Martich has faced eight 
penalty kicks this season 
and saved all eight," Weir 
coach Joe Pepe said. "The 
ninth, one went in. Eight 
out of nine, that's a pretty 

Steubenville Central 
answered right back just 
more than two minutes 
later when Danny Fischer 
broke free and found him­
self all alone with Martich. 

See IDSTORY, Page 18 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Weir High goalkeeper Milan Martich jumps In the air in attempt to save a header by Steubenville Central's Kevin Dana­
her, front, during their OVAC Cup quarterfinal Tuesday at Brooke. The Crusaders' Frank Leonard (34) watches the play. 

Experienced Bruins Topple Tyler 
Bruihs score quick, 
pour it on against 
debuting Knights 

By JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

Brooke has been a veteran of the 
OV AC Cup tournament since its 
existence. Tyler Consolidated was 
making its first trip. 

The experience of the Bruins won 
out as Brooke handed Tyler Con­
solidated a 6-0 defeat in the quar­
terfinals of the OV AC Cup Touma-

ment Tuesday at Brooke High 
School. 

Brooke scored early and often, 
getting on the board in the 4th 
minute as Isaac Jones scored on a 
cross from Justin Wilkinson. 

Bryce Mott put Brooke up 2-0, 
scormg on a deflection just five 
minutes later. 

By the time the Silver Knights 
re~istered their first shot in the 2 I st 
mmute, they were already in a huge 
hole. 

"We've been getting out to starts 
like this lately and I was hoping the 
kids didn't think 'here we go 
again," Tyler Consolidated coach 

Scott Wall said. "But Brooke is a 
phenomenal team, li~hting fast and 
with $!OBI foot skilis. ' 

Whtie plenty of Bruins got in on 
the scoring parade, the most valu­
able player of the game may have 
been Japanese exchange student 
Ryogo Kishimoto. 

Kishimoto assisted on the next 
goal, firing a perfect direct kick 
into the penalty box and onto the 
head of teammate David Syrylo 
who headed the bali past Silver 
Knights goalkeeper DJ. Shepherd. 
Just minutes before half, he scored 

a goal of his own, taking a pass 
from Stephen Breen, flipping the 

ball up in the air and driving a 
forceful shot past Shepherd. 

"Ryogo was brilliant and this is 
the first game in week's were he's 
been healthy," Brooke coach John 
Zumpetta said. "He's making 
things happen out there. He might 
not understand too much of what's 
been said, but he's going to be a 
valuable piece for us and more 
importantly, he's' fun to be 
around." 
The Silver Knights did a better job 

keeping the Bruins at bay in the 
second half, but still allowed two 
goals by Alexander Stubbs to com­
plete the scoring. 

The defensive effort by the Bruins 
was so solid, the only time goalie 
Ryan Whitehead was challenged 
was when an errant clear by one of 
his defenders came backward 
toward the net and Whitehead had 
to make an acrobatic save to keep 
from giving up an own goal. 

"We did a lot of different things, 
keeping to the middle most of the 
game, but also working our wings, 
making different runs and different 
options," Zumpetta said. "Tyler is a 
solid ball club and they are going to 
around for a while. 

Please See BROOKE, Page 18 



Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Steubenvllle Central's Wes Myers (12) kicks the ball ahead of Weir defenders Jason 

Thomas (16) and Ernie Nichols, rear, during their OVAC Cup quarterfinal. 

ffistory---------
(Conunued from Page 17) 

The sophomore forward scored to effective­

ly sent the Crusaders victol)'. 

"Weir threw everything 1t could at us and 

they kept pushing and pushing," Kopcha 

said. "Any time you have a tournament like 

this where you have to win to advance you 

expect that. Thankfully, we held them off. 

"Now we have to get ready for the next 

challenge and every team that qualified for 

the tournament is a good team, so Saturday is 

just another big game." 

While Steubenville Central will prepare for 

Brooke, Pepe and the Red Riders will go 

back to the drawing board and get ready for 

sectionals. 
"lt's tough when you win the OV AC pen­

nant and the division crown to come back 

und get up for a tournament und that's my 

fault for not getting them ready," the veteran 

coach said. "Catholic Central played 

extremely well and packed it In on us on 

defense and it was tough to get going through 

all those legs. We just couldn't find the net. 

"But these kids have nothing to be ashamed 

Brooke 
(Continued from Page 17) 

Brooke was the only team this season to 

hand a defeat to Weir. It now shares that feat 

with Steubenville Central, the team it will 

face Saturday in the semifinals at Wheeling 

Island Stadium. 
''This was the first tlme I saw them and I 

"It's tough when you win 

the OVAC pennant and the 

division crown to come 

back and get up for a 
tournament." 

Joe Pepe, Weir boys' coach 

of. The sun will come up (today) and Weir 

High soccer will still be here." 

Regular Season 
SL Marys 1, Monroe Central 0 

At St Marys, Matthew Hickman score the 

lone goal as St. Marys (6-4-2) knocked off 

Monroe Centr~I (2-10). Chris Lewis made 

15 stops in net to make the unassited goal 

stand out 
Monroe Central goalkeeper Brad Eby was 

kep busy between the nets as be turned aside 

26 shots. 

was impressed," Zumpetta said. "They 

caught Weir by surprise and we know what 

kind of a team Weir is so we know our kids 

are going to have to play well. 

''This is tournament time and anything can 

happen. We Just have to continue doing what 

we are doing." 



I 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Linsly's Katie Johnson, left, and St. Clairsvllle's Melanie Beeson (18) battle for possession of the ball during their OVAC Cup quarter­
final matchup Thursday night at Harding Stadium in Steubenville. 

Experience Pays 
Linsly girls knock 
off youthful Devils 
in OVAC Cup 

By JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

Linsly coach Jill Regan could­
n't have been happier with her 
team's performance during the 
quarterfinals of the OV AC Cup 
Tournament on Thursday nt 
Harding Stadium in 
Steubenville. 

The Cadets (12-3) mcked up a 
.6-1 victory against St. 
Clairsville, nod looked impres­
sive in doing so 

"We didn't know anything 
about St. Clairsville, so we 
weren't sure what tci expect," 
Regan said. "We're definitely 

happy with how things went 
(Thursday)." 

Linsly started thin~s off quick-
• ly, scoring a goal Just 42 sec­
onds into the match. 

Katie Jochum scored on a per­
fect pass in the penalty box from 
Chelsea Hennen. 

It didn't take long for the 
Cadets to extend the lead further. 

Katie Hobbs' comer kick land­
ed. perfectly at the foot of Court­
ney Lowe for the second goal in 
the third minute. 

St, Clairsvllle answered back 
with its only goal of the game in 
the fifth minute as Katie Tomas­
setti scored from an awkward 
angle that snuck past Linsly 
goalie Kaitlyn Pytlak. 

Still, the rough start was too 
much to overcome for a young 
St. Clairsville squad that only 
carries one senior. 

"I think that getting down like 

that as a young team compared 
to an experienced team like 
Linsly really hurt us," St. 
Clairsville coach Joe Kubik said. 

Linsiy dido 't allow the Red 
Devils to get any closer and 
made nil the opportunities count 
in the first half. 

Jochum scored her second goal 
on a breakaway that easily beat 
Red Devils net minder Kasey 
Cook. Hennen found herself 
open in the penalty box to 
extend the lead to 4-1. 

"We've been working so hard 
at starting off strong, and then 
finishing strong," Regan said. 
"This is a fantastic group of girls 
that has been getting the job 
done all year." 

The Cadets squashed any 
chance of a comeback as Erica 
Jenkins scored 2 112 minutes 
into the second half off a 
rebound. 

Madison Andreini finished off 
the scoring with u shot that went 
through the hands of St. 
Clairsville backup keeper Jessica 
Hurni in the 76U1 minute. 

"I tried to move the lineup 
around in the second half and 
tried different things, but give 
Linsly credit, that's a good team 
over there," Kubik said. "That 
Linsly team Is going to go far." 

Linsly advances to the semifi­
nals Saturday at Wheelin~ Island 
Stadium. It will face a tnmiliar 
opponent in an Edison team that 
already has claimed one victory 
against the Cadets this season. 

"They beat us 2-1. We came 
out flat and they scored two 
goals on us," Regan said. "Then 
they just packed it in on us on 
defense and we couldn't get any­
thing goin~. 

"It's gmng to be an exciting 
game and a chore to beat them." 



'Cats 
Claw 
Weir 
Eqisqo·gets back 
at t;e,d ,Riders, 3-1 

"k By JOSH STROPE 
• -StaffWrltcr 

N<f lJUllter what coaches try to tell 
their2piayei:s, most have long-term 
memories anil remember times in 
their"-'careers· when they were 
embarrassed. . 

Three seasons ago, Weir handed 
Edison an 8-0 defeat. Now, as sen­
iors, it was the Wildcats' turn to 

. break the hearts of the Red Riders, 
claiming a 3-1 victory in the quar-
terfinals of the OV AC Cul' Tourna­
ment on Thursday at Hardmg Stadi­
um in Steubenville. 

"They've been waitln~. and this 
game really got our seniors excit­
ed," Edison coach Jeremr Angelo 
said. "This g'll!W' fsc<li,,hcatect,to 
Lauren Carduc~i; <J.Qi::,of our seniors 
that hasn't beenfflblilcl'll'play this 
season because of a1Jl,nee.-injury. 
This is a game sti!\ reuUy,wanted to 
be a p"fl of." • '. 

Weir got on the lrolifd' first in the 
9th minute as Chelcee Casey drib-

. bled Into the box and fired a shot 
toward the goal. Trying to make a 
play, Edison's Emily Pollock 
deflected the ball backward and into 
the back of net for an own goal and 
a Red Riders lead. 

Pollock, obviously distraullht, 
redeemed herself for the time 
being. 

The junior defender scored off a 
corner kick by Kara Drabick to tie 
the match in the 28th minute. 
Edison grabbed the lead eijlhl min­

. utes later, and never relinqmshed it. 
. Amanda Perry blasted the ball 

• from 25 yards out that took a 
wicked curve over the top of Weir 
lloalkeeper Paige Dalrymple and 
mto the top corner of the goal to 
give the Wildcats the lead before 
halftime. 

I. Edison, despite being in the lead, 
".·couldn't get a chance to extend it 

. and spent the entire second half· 
fighting off the Red Riders attack. 

Weir couldn't get anything past 
Edison goalkeeper Catherine 
Sanders, whose stellar play was key 
to the Edison victory. 

"As a coach I get nervous, but 
when the ball is back, I'm never 
worried because Catherine lives for 
games like this and she always 
steps up big," Angelo said. 

With 15 minutes remaining, 
• Sanders faced her biggest test of the 

night. 
Casey dribbled into the penalty 

box and fired a shill toward the net 
" Pollock made .her second major 

mistake of the night by picking the 
]jail up. She was handed. a yellow 
card a~d Weir received a penalty 
kick. ·· ... ; , • 

','.. ' 
Pleas/' See CLAW, Page 21 
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Claw 
(Continued from Page 19) 

Liana Barnabei lined up to 
take the shot, but Sanders 
knocked the ball off the cross­
bar and over the net. 
Five minutes later, Edison got 

a chance to put a dagger into 
Weir with a penalty shot of its 
own after a handball in the 
box. 

Brittney McKee hit the cor­
ner of the crossbar and the ball 
kicked back into play. Weir 
tried to clear the ball, but Edi­
son did its best to keep it in . 

When the Red Riders were 
finally able to g~l the ball oOI 
the penalty box, it unfortunate-
1 y came straight to Jaime 
Warnock. Warnock blasted the 
ball from 30 yards out and 
past Dalrymple to put Edison 
up two 9oals. 

"That s the second goal she 
scored from there this season " 
Angelo said. ' 

Edison held off Weir the 
final seven minutes and set up 
a date with Linsly on Saturday 
in the semifinals. 

"The girls played their hard­
est, but Edison got a couple of 
bounces that went its way " 
interim Weir coach Ter;y 
Casey said. -"The girls kept 
their spirits up and battled, but 
that was a well-coached team 
over there. Jeremy did a nice 
job (Thursday)." 

This was Casey's first game 
coachini, t~king ove_r for 
Frank M1helhs who restgned 
during the weekend. 

Fo_r Edison, making it to the 
semifinal was a goal from the 
outset of the season, and 
Angelo is hoping to push it a 
little further. 

"This was a goal of ours and 
we are happy to be here, 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

St. Clalrsvllle's Jaclyn Dutton, left, and Llnsly School's 
Erica Jenkins attempt to run down the ball during an 
OVAC Cup quarterfinal Thursday night at Harding Stadi­
um In Steubenville . 

Angelo said; "We know this is 
a rematch Linsly wants so we 
are gonna have to be prepared, 
but we really didn't care who 
we played. We're just glad to 
be here." 

Regular Season 
Mount de Chantal 5 

Indian Creek 2 
At Wheeling, Mount de 

Chantal's Jocelyn Floyd and 
Svenja Menz tallied two goals 
each, while teammate Mary 
Jo Vergara scored a goal In a 
victory against Indian Creek. 

Mount de Chantal's Emily 
Woodfin chimed in with three 
assists, while Vergara record­
ed an assist as well. The 

Lions' Hailey Parker had 
eight saves in the net. 

GIRLS' SOCCER 
OVAC CUP Ouarterflnals 

(at Hardlng Stadium, StaUbfflV1ll11) 
Unsfy B, SL Oalnvfflo 1 

L - Goals: J ochum 2, Hennen, Lowe 
Jenkins.I. Andrelnl; Assists: Hennen 2; 
Hobbs: uoalkff8per: Pytlek (1 eavel; S -
Goal: Tomessettl; Goalkeepars: Cook (4 
a.aves), Hurni (4 eaves). 

Edison 3, Weir 1 
E - Goals: Pollock, Perry Warnock; 

A.ashrt: Drnbfck.i, Goalkeeper: Sanders 110 
eaves); W - uoalkeeper: Dalrymple (3 
saves}. • -­Mount de Ch1111tal 5 

fndlan Creek 2 
M - Goals: Menz_.; Floyd 2, Vergara; 

Assists: Menz 2, Floya 2, Vergara • Goal­
keeper: Parker (8 saves). I - Go,11ls: 
Paul, Smith. Assists: Brend,11, Bennett 
Goalkeeper: Schoolcr,11ft ( 12 saves}. 

,,--



T-L Photo/MICHAEL HARVILLA ST. CLAIRSVILLE freshmen Jaclyn battles with Llnsly's Katie Yochum In Thursday's OVAC soccer tournament play. The Lady Cadets went on to grab the victory 6-1 as they will go on to face Edlcson Saturday at Wheeling Island Stadium. 
• 

St. C. girls 
check out 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Getting off to a good start in soccer ls important 
Linsly head coach Jill Regan watch_ed her Cadet girls score a goal just 42 seconds into the contest Thursday night in their • OV AC quarterfinal match with St. Clairsville at Harruni Stadium in Steubenville. 
From that goal on, Li11Sly never looked back as the Cadets advanced into Saturday's semifinals to face Edison at Wheeling Island Stadium by virtue of a 6-1 victory over the youthful Lady Red Devils. 
The Cadets found themselves trying to figure out St: Clairsville on the run since they dido 't have much of a scouting • report, however, that could be a future plan. 
"We didn't know much about (St Clairsville)," Regan said. "We hadn't seen them play, so we rudn°t know what to expect, . but we are definitely happy with the results." ' While the Cadets are preparing for the. semiftnals and what they hope will be an appearance in the OV AC Cup Final Monday night, the -Lady Red Devils are now 7-5 on the year, but relish the experience with their youthful cast 
"We have several freshman playing and only one senior, so we are relatively young," said St. C. head coach Joe Kubik. "But, give Linsly credit because they have one heck of a team, and I really think they can go far." 
The Lady Cadets -- who boast four seniors and seven juniors 11 -- definitely had an experience advantage, which showed as a;:;.;== they jumped out to a 2-0 lead 1n the first 3:39 of the contest T-L Pooloh.4I_CHAEL HARVILLA Katie Jochum got Linsly 00 the board first when she trickled • KA!!E HOBBS of Llnsly and St. Clalrsv1fle midfielder Katie Tomassettl collll;le during Thursday's OVAC soc­

See, SOCCER, Page B2 cer matchup. 
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Practice Pays Off For 
Linsly Girls in Victory 

ByDONCLEGG 
Executive Sports Editor 

Llnsly girls' soccer coach Jill 
Regan learned a painful lesson 
in her first season as a coach 
with the Cadets. 

The Cadets kept the pressure 
on in the second half and were 
less than eight minutes away 
from a shutout win wben Edison 
caught a break. 

A group of players came 
together on a ~hallenge for a 
high ball sent rnto the Lrnsly 
box. 

Twelve years later, that lesson 
paid off with a berth In Mon­
day's OVAC Cup final. 

After battling to a I -1 tie 
through regulation ~nd tw_o 5-
rninute overtime penods, Llnsly 
and Edison bad to settle Satur­
day's OVAC Cup semifinal in a 
penalty-kick shootout 

No problem. 
The Cadets missed their first 

try but sophomore keeper Kalt­
ly~ Pytlak frustrated Ifie Wild­
cats with back-to-back saves 
and Llnsly won the shootout by 
a 3-l margin. 

That earned the Cadets (13-3) 
a shot at nine-time defending 
champion Wheeling Park (13-
0-2) in Monday's championship 
match. 

It also jogged some memories 
for Regan. 

"We played Wheeling Park in 
the OVAC Cup finals the first 
year I coached here," said 
Rep,an. 

• We took them into overtime 
but lost in the shootout because 
we'd never practiced penalty 
kicks all year. 

"For the last 12 years, every 
practice we've had at Linsly has 
ended in 1/;'nalty kicks. We were 
prepared ' 
Althou~h Linsly had dropped a 

2-1 decision to Edison auring 
the regular season, the Cadets 
dominated the run of play for 
most of the day on Saturday. 

Linsly had a difficult time 
solving Wildcat keeper Cather­
ine Sanders - who kept her 
team in the match throughout 
with a dozen saves on a busy 
afternoon - but finally broke 
the scoring ice just before half­
time. I 

Justine Lechner was hustling 
the ball up the left sideline when 
she found Erica Jenkins making 
a midfield run. 

Lechner put a perfect pass on 
Jenkins' foot just past midfield 
and the senior midfielder split 
the Edison defense. 

Jenkins pulled up about 25 
yards out and drilled a laser into 
the top left corner of the net for 
a l-0 Linsly lead in the 38th 
minute. 

The ball caromed over the end 
line off a Wildcat but before 
Pytlak could set up for the ensu­
ing goal kick, the far linesman 
called the referee over for ,ccon­
ference. 

Following a brief discussion, 
Linsly was called for a·foul on 
the play. Since it occurred inside 
the penalty box, Edison was 
awarded a penalty kick. 

Brittany McKee drilled the 
kick just under the crossbar to 
knot the score, sending the game 
into overtime. 

McKee also took the first 
penalty kic~ in the sboo!'Jul and 
hammered 1I home to give Edi­
son !lll early edge. 

There were some nervous 
moments on the Llnsly sideline 
when the Cadets misfired on 
their first penalty kick but Pyt­
lak smothered the next two 
shots from the Wildcats to turn 
the tide. 

"Those two saves by Kaitlyn 
were huge," said Regan. "That 
gave us a chance to go ahead. 

"I reminded the shooters that 
we practice these things every 
day and told them to just shoot 
like they do in practice." 

After the first miss, Jenkins, 
Chelsea Hennen and Courtney 
Lowe made three strai,11ht to 
send Llnsly into Monday s title 
tilt 

Regan doesn't mind being cast 
in the underdog role. 

"We have some talented 
girls," she said, "but I'm sure 
people see us as the underdog 
because Wheeling Park has won 
this tournament so many times. 

"That means we can go in 
there and play relaxed. The 
pressure's not on us.'' 

OVACCup 
Glrls' Semifinal 

•unsty 1, Edison 1 
(Llnsty win• shootout. 3-11 

L-Goal: Jenkins, Aaslst Lechner. Keep­
er. Pytlak (4 eaves) 

E-Goal: McKee (pk). Keeper: Sender& 
(12 !ISVO!I) 

Shootout 
l-Ragan fmiBB!i Jankins fgo.!IU; Hi,nnan 

(goal); Lowa (goab -
E-McKae (goal); McDonald (MW); Pool 

(sava); Rudy (ml:&s) 

• Soccer 
Continued from Page B1 

. a shot from a middle of the field past St. C. Llnsly used its strike-quickly mentality once keeper Kasey Cook. again in the second half, scoring 2:21 into the "We've been working on getting out (of the second half on a Erica Jenkins goal. She worked gates) fast and getting out strong," Reegan the ball up the left side before tickling the explained. "We always stress to the girls before twine. 
each game how important ii is to get the lead The scoring was closed with 4: 12 to go ·, and score first" when Madison Andreni became the fifth Cadet The second Llnsly tally came off of a to score. 

,· corner kick when Courtney Lowe field ..-rr...,- "We are fortunate because we have a •• the ball and then deflected the shot lot of girls who are interchangeable," off a Lady Devil defender into the 'Reegan said. "We can move people ,; net Into different positions with our :• "It's real difficult when you versatility and that really helps us a ;: don't have the experience some lot." ,· of the other teams have," Kubik The St Clairsville boss was a ;- said. "We're corning along, and I little happier about the performance ' am pleased with the progress we've of his team in the second half. made." "We moved the lineup aronnd St Clairsville cut the deficit in half a little bit in the second half and we were with 34:02 to go before halftime when Katie able to match up a little better," Kubik said. "I Tomassetti made several moves up the left side- think this experience we help- us down the line and then buried the shot in the back of the road." 
Cadet net past keeper Kaitlyn Pytlak. Pytlak - who d!dn 't face many shots - was However, that was one of the last real scar- strong all evening.in the net for the Cadets. ing chances the Lady Devils bad. Reegan and Linsly will seeking revenge ; The deficit was only one for a shade under when it meets Edison Saturday afternoon seeing , seven minutes before a St Clairsville turnover the Lady Wildcats handed them a 2-0 setback : resulted in another Linsly tally. Capitalizing on early in the season. 

~ the mistake was Jochum who went to the left "We came out flat when "!e played Edison ~ upper corner of the net for the goal. and they tucked it in the back from there, so we ~ The score at the Intermission was 4-1 after couldn't get anything going," Reegan said. ~ Chelsea Hannen tallied to with 14:27 to go Staskey can be reached at ~ before b!Lfitime. sstaskey@timesleaderonllne.com. 
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Park 
Blanks 
Brooke 

By DON CLEGG 
Executive Sports Editor 

The unbeaten Wheeling 
Park girls' soccer team took 
another step closer to its I 0th 
straight OVAC Cup girls' title 
Saturday afternoon with a 3-0 
shutout of Brooke (5-4-3) in ~ 
semillnal at Wheeling Island 
Stadium . 

. Coach Mark Hladek's Patri­
ots (13-0-2) return to the island 
Monday to battle Llnsly (13-3) 
for the OV AC Cup title. 

Linsly edged Edison on 
penalty kicks in Saturday's 
other semifinal. 

Wheeling Park had fallen 
behind early in its/ast two 
games, but that tren came to 
an end Saturday. 

"One of the things we 
focused on in pregame was not 
to have another slow start," 
said Hladek. 

The game began in a light 
drizzle, but it didn't take Park 
long to find its water wings. 

Natalie Smith gained posses­
sion inside the box and chipped 
a high ball over her defenders 
that found Mallory Mueller 
about 10 yards in front of the 
left posL 

Mueller settled the ball 
quickly and drove it low into 
the opposite corner for a 1-0 
Wbeehng Park lend in the 14th 
minute. 

In the 19th minute, Emily 
Freeman - playini,1 In her first 
1,1ame since returnmg from an 
mjury - ripped a corner kick 
low into the box. 

Melissa Shepherd darted 
around her defender and one­
timed Freeman's drive into the 

OV AC SOCCER CUP 

Photo by Art Llmunn 

Brooke's Katelyn Vlgllanco (11) tries to push the ball hy Wheeling Park's Emily Freeman 
(18) during action of their OV AC Soccer Cup semifinal Saturday afternoon at Wheeling 
Island Stadium, 

back of the net for her 18th 
goal of the season and the 
Patriots had a 2-0 lead. ' 

"We're starting to get 
healthy," said Hladek. 
"Emily's probably about 90 
percent right now and we also 
got Cassie Aderholt back on 
the field today. 

"Outside of Elizabeth 
Kosowski, who wlll probably 
be out for a couple of weeks 
with an ankle, we should be at 
full strength Monday nigbL" 

Wheeilng Park's back three 
of Sarah Bizanovlch, Kelly 
Kresen and Emily Ell wood 
frustrated the Brooke attack all 
afternoon. 

The Bruins didn't get their 
first shot on net until the 5 J st 
minute. Jenna Forznno easily 
made the save and didn't face 
another shoL 

Brooke keeper Alicia Wayne 
kept things from getting out of 
hand with some dazzling saves, 
especially In the first half. 

''Their keeper played great,'' 
said Hladek. "We probably 
had the two best keepers in the 
OVAC here today. 

when Lauren Thomas took a 
throw-in from Shepherd and 
dribbled half the length of the 
field before fending off two 
defenders to ram a low skid­
ding drive into the back of the 
neL 

"I think we flipped it a little 
bit today," said Hladek. "I 
thought we came out a little flat 
in the second half. 

"I'd really like to see us put 
two good halves together." 

"You just don't get to see as 
much from Jenna because the Gl~~~\11:.., 
people in front of her do such a . Wheeling •••• ,. &ooko o 
greatjob" WP - Goats: MuellBr, Shepherd, 

: I d Thomas. Assists: Smith, Freeman, Shep-, Wheehng Park c ose out the herd. Ke-spar: Forzeno (1 s.aveJ. 
scoring in the 74th minute B-Keaper:Wayna(6aaves) 

Cadet Boys Set Up 
Rematch With Bruins 

By TRACY WATSON 
For The News-Register 

Rematch. 
After watching Brooke blank 

Steubenville Catholic Central 
in Saturday's first OV AC Cup 
Tournament semifinal contest, 
Llnsly took its turn in the box 
and assured a second consecu-
11 ve championship meeting 
between the Cadets and Bruins. 

Senior forward Zach Turak 
pushed in a pair of goals and 
Linsly brol,e open a 2-1 half­
time score with three unan­
swered second half goals as the 
determined Cadets routed 
Wbeelin~ Park by a 5-1 count 
at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

The victory by coach Randy 
Shah's team puts 12-4 Linsly 
team into Monday night's 
championship contest against 
John Zumpetta's 9-3 Brooke 
squad back on the Island. 

In last year's final, the Cadets 
gained a hard-earned 2-1 victo­
ry over the Bruins to earn the 
to~ hardware. 

'Brooke is a very fast and 
very aggressive team," Shah 
mentioned. "But we played 
them in the finals last year, and 
we are looking forward to 
meeting them again this year 
for the championship." 

It took Linsly l I minutes to 
show coach .Mario Julian's 
Patriots (10-5-1) Ibey bad 
come to play. Turak broke free 
in the nuddle of the field and 
blasted a shot in the box that 
made Its way past Park goal­
keeper Andrew Hatcher for a 
1-0 lead. 

The Cadets had numerous 
chances to all but put things 
away early, being denied on as 
many as three shots between 

tbe 23-minute mark and the 
20-minute mark. 

However, it was the Patriots 
who found the net next as sen­
ior standout VlnnJe Crumrine 
broke loose near midfield and 
was tripped in the box, setting 
up a penalty kick. 

Crumrine went top-shelf, 
drilling his shot over Linsly 
keeper Erik Schmalz to knot • 
the count at 1-1 at 19:23 of the 
first half. 

Not only was it the first goal 
the Cadets have allowed in an 
eight-game span, it was the 
final time they faced a deficit 
Saturday nii,.hL 

With 11 :28 to go in the half, 
Xavier Ortenzio got a penalty 
kick of his own .with the ball 
blasting into the net for a 2-1 
reading, which Linsly eventual­
ly took to the half. 

The Cadets put the Park in a 
deep hole early in the second 
half when Hatcher lllocked a 
Linsly goal attempt only to 
have Turak race in and punch 
the rebound in for a 3-1 advan­
lafe, 

'Nothing really worked for 
us tonight, and they beat our 
butts," Julian said. 

"But the rebound goal they 
got to go up 3-1 really took the 
momentum and the wind out of 
our sails. 

"We felt we were still in it in 
the second half until that 1;1oal. 
It was just too much of a hill to 
climb from that point on.'' 

That hill only got steeper as 
Nader Sawtarie added a goal at 
the 15: 3 7 mark of the second 
half before Kevin Riley closed 
things out by slipping one past 
Wheeling Park back-up keeper 
Tim Hand. 

Photo by Art Llmnnn 

Wheeling Park's Kenneth Cook (15) leaps to avoid a sliding 
CoUn Milton (21) of Llnsly during action of their OV AC Soc­
cer Cup semifinal Saturday at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

"In terms of the last eight or • while the Patriots were limited 
nine games, I believe we huve to iust 11 tries at net 
really improved our aggressive- • Linsly is a really good team, 
ness," Shah said. "When you and tomght the better team," 
limit the other team's chances Julian commented. "This is 
you improve your own, and extremely hurtful because they 
that is what we have been are a city rival and we prepared 
doing. very hard for them this week. 
'We seem to have guys in the "They are just more skilled 
right place at the right time and than us, but we know we have 
that is all based on the players to work hard to get ourselves 
supporting each other, rending playing at their level.'' 
each other and anticipating Park will get the opportunity 
what is going to happen. for revenge when Linsly pays a 

"We have three solid senior call on the Patriots on October 
defenders and we have prided 12 at Wheeling Island Stadium. 
ourselves on the fact that we 
have only allowed a limited 
number of goals all season 
long." 

The Cadets would get l 7 
shots on goal nn the, niPht 

OVAC Boys' Soccer Cup Semfflnals 
Unlllv 6, Wheeffng Park 1 

L - Goalkeeper: Schmalz 5 eavaa; 
Schnurer 2 saves. Goals: Turek 2; Saw­
taria 1; Ortenzio 1; Ailey 1. 

~~N~ .. ~.~ .. al~~!P"~~--~!!J~"e~ 6 saves; j 



an end Satunlay. 
"One of the things we 

focused on in pregame was not 
to have another slow start," 
said Hladek. 

The game began In a light 
drizzle, but it didn't !alee Park 
long to find its water wings. 

Natalie Smith gained posses­
sion inside the box and chipped 
a high ball over her defenders 
that found Mallory Mueller 
about JO yards in front of the 
left posL 

Mueller settled the ball 
quickly and drove it low into 
the op9osite corner for a 1-0 
Wheelmg Park lead in the 14th 
minute. 

In the 19th minute, Emily 
Freeman - playinjl in her first 
e;ame since returnmg from an 
mjury - ripped a comer kick 
low into the box. 

Melissa Shepherd darted 
around her defender and one­
timed Freeman's drive into the 

Photo by Art Llmann 

Brooke's Katelyn Vlgllanco (11) tries to push the ball by Wheeling Park's Emily Freeman 

(18) during action of their OVAC Soccer Cup semlflual Saturday afternoon at Wheeling 

Island Stadium. 
• 

back of the net for her 18th 
goal of the season and the 
Patriots had a 2-0 lead. • 

"We're starting to get 
healthy,'' said Hladek. 
"Emily's ,Probably about 90 
percent right now and we also 
got Cassie Aderholt back on 
the field today. 

"Outside of Elizabeth 
Kosowski, who will probably 
be out for a couple of weeks 
with an ankle, we should be at 
full strene;th Monday nighL" 

Wheelmg Park's back three 
of Sarah Bizanovich, Kelly 
Kresen and Emily Ellwood 
frustrated the Brooke attack all 
afternoon. 

The Bruins didn't get their 
first shot on net until the 5 I st 
minute. Jenna Forzano easily 
made the save and didn't face 
another shot 

Brooke keeper Alicia Wayne 
kept things from getting out of 
hand with some dazzling saves, 
especially in the first half. 

"Their keeper played great." 
said Hladek. "We probably 
had the two best keepers in the 
OVAC here today. 

"You just don't get to see as 
much from Jenna because the 
people in front of her do such a 
great job." 

Wheeling Park closed out the 
scoring in the 7 4th minute 

when Lauren Thomas took a 
throw-in from Shepherd and 
dribbled half the length of the 
field before fending off two 
defenders to ram a low skid­
ding drive into the back of the 
net. 

"I think we flipped it a little 
bit today," said Hladek. "I 
thought we came out a little flat 
in the second half. 

"I'd really like to see us put 
two good halves together." 

OVACCUP 
Girls' Semlflnal 

Wheenne Parle 3, Brooke O 
WP - Goals: Muelliir, Shepherd, 

Thomas. Assists: Smith, Freeman, Shep­
herd. Keeper. Forzeno (1 save). 

B - Keeper. Wayne (6 saves) 

Cadet Boys Set Up 
Rematch With Bruins 

By TRACY WATSON 
For The News-Register 

Rematch. 
After watching Brooke blank 

Steubenville Catholic Central 
in Saturday's first OV AC Cup 
Tournament semifmal contest, 
Llnsly took its turn in the box 
and assured a second consecu­
tive championship meeting 
between the Cadets and Bruins. 

Senior forward Zach Turak 
pushed in a pair of goals and 
Linsly brol,:e open a 2-1 half­
time score with three unan­
swered second half goals as the 
determined Cadets routed 
Wheelin~ Park by a 5-1 count 
at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

The victory by coach Randy 
Shah's team puts 12-4 Llnsly 
team into Monday night's 
championship contest against 
John Zumpetta's 9-3 Brooke 
squad back on the island. 

In last year's final, the Cadets 
gained a hard-earned 2-1 victo­
ry over the Bruins to earn the 
top hardware. 

'Brooke is a very fast and 
very aggressive team," Shah 
mentioned. "But we played 
them in the finals last year, and 
we are looking forward to 
meeting them again this year 
for the championship.'' 

• It took Linsly 11 minutes to 
show coach .Mario Julian's 
Patriots (I 0-5-1) they had 
come to play. Turak broke free 
in the nuddle of the field and 
blasted a shot in the box that 
made its way past Park goal­
keeper Andrew Hatcher for a 
1-0 lead. 

The Cadets had numerous 
chances to all but put things 
away early, being denied on as 
many as three shots between 

the 23-minute mark and the 
20-minute mark. • 

However, it was the Patriots 
who found the net next as sen­
ior standout Vinnie Crumrine 
broke loose near midfield and 
was tripped in the box, setting 
up a penalty kick. 

Crumrine went top-shelf, 
drilling his shot over Linsly 
keeper Erik Schmalz to knot • 
the count at 1-1 at 19:23 of the 
first half. 

Not only was it the first goal 
the Cadets have allowed in an 
eight-game span, it was the 
final time they faced a deficit 
Saturday nildtL 

With 11 :28 to go in the half, 
Xavier Ortenzio got a penalty 
kick of his own .with the ball 
blasting into the net for a 2-1 
reading, which Linsly eventual­
ly took to the half. 

The Cadets put the Park in a 
deep hole early in the second 
half when Hatcher blocked a 
Linsly goal attempt only to 
have Turak race in and punch 
the rebound in for a 3-1 advan­
tage. 

"Nothing really worked for 
us tonight, and they beat our 
butts," Julian said. 

"But the rebound goal they 
got to go up 3- I really took the 
momentum and the wind out of 
our sails. 

"We felt we were still in it in 
the second half until that ~oal. 
It was just too much of a hill to 
climb from that point on." 

That hiil only got steeper as 
Nader Sawtarie aclded a goal at 
the I 5: 3 7 mark of the second 
half before Kevin Riley closed 
things out by slipping one past 
Wheeling Park back-up keeper 
Tim Hand. 

Photo by Art Llmann 

Wheeling Park's Kenneth Cook (15) leaps to avoid a sliding 

Colln Milton (21) ofLlnsly during action of their OVAC Soc­

cer C_up semifinal Saturday at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

"In terms of the last eight or • while the Patriots were limited 

nine games, I believe we have to just 11 tries at net. 
really improved our aggressive- ''Linsly Ls a really good team, 

ness," Shah said. "When you and tontght the better team," 

limit the other team's chances Julian commented. "This is 

you improve your own. and extremely hurtful because they 

that is what we have been are a city rival and we prepared 

doing. very hard for them this week. 

'We seem to have guys in the "They are just more skilled 

right place at the right time and than us, but we know we have 

that is all based on the players to work hard to get ourselves 

supporting each other, reading playing at their level." 

each other and anticipating Park will get the opportunity 

what is going to happen. for revenge when Linsly pays a 

"We have three solid senior call on the Patriots on October 

defenders and we have prided 12 at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

ourselves on the fact that we 
have only allowed a limited 
number of goals all season 
long." 

The Cadets would get 17 
shots on goal on the night 

OVAC Boys' Soccer Cup Semifinals 
Unaly 6, Wheeling Perk 1 

L - Goalkeeper: Schmalz 6 saves; 
Schnurer 2 saves. Goals: Turek 2; Saw­
tarla 1; Ortenzio 1; Ailey 1. 

W - Goalkeeper: Hetcher 6 Hves; 
Hand 1 save. Goals: Crumrine 1. 

Mott Sends Brooke in OV AC Soccer Cup Finals 
By TRACY WATSON 
For The News-Register 

Brooke High had to settle for 
the runner-up trophy at last 
year's OVAC Soccer Cup 
Tournament 

However, Monday night 
coach John Zumpetta's Bruins 
wiil be looking for gold. 

Senior forward Bryce, Mott 
scored a pair of goals and 
Brooke's defense did not allow 
Steubenville Catholic Central a 
shot on goal as the Bruins 
cruised to a 3-0 victory over 
the Crusaders in a boys semi­
final contest at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

The victory sets up a champi­
onship contest rematch Mon­
day with Lin sly, which dis­
posed of Wheeling Park by a 
5-1 count in the late game. 

"Linsly is a very good team, 
and we are looking forward to 
the opportunity to play them 
again this year," Zumpetta 
said. 

The only goal Brooke (9-3) 
needed came 12:58 into the 
contest, and while it wasn't 
prettiest goal of the night, it 
turned out to be the winner. 

Mott scooted the ball into the 
box only to have it deflected 
by a Crusader defender, before 
regaining control and almost 
losing it again. 

The third time was the charm 
as Mott was able to just dribble 
the ba!J forward. 

to limit our shots." Zumpetta 
said. 

"Edison and Beaver Local 
did the same thing to us. but 
we were able to sneak a few 
past each of them also. 

"We did play more our style 
soccer in the second half and 
our defense played extremely 
well. 

"They were trying to sneak a 
player or two up top on us, but 
we are a very strong team in 

He pushed it past a charging 
Leo DIPiero and found its way 1 

into the neL 
That score stood through the 

first half before Mott went to 
work again, this time slam­
minjl a shot in the box past 
DiP1ero and into the back of 
the net with 15:09 to play. 

Ryogo Kishimoto added the 
third goal on a direct kick near 
the box a short time later. 

"This wasn't our best game 
moving the ball, but Central 
packed it in on us and was abl~ 

the back and we weren't going 
allow that to happen. 
"I can't say enough about 

Bryce (Mott) coming off the 
bench and stepping it up for us. 
He is a big boy out there play­
ing, but he is a scorer and he is 
a big help to this team." 

OVAC Boyt,' So«er Cup Semlfln11ls 
Brooke 3, 

Stnub■nvllle Catholic Central 0 
B - Goalkeeper: Whitehead. Goals: 

Mott 2; Kishimoto 1. 
S - Goalkeeper. DiPlero 11 aavee. 
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OVAC soccer tourney: 
begins Monday night 
By JOSH STROPE 
For The Times Leader 

I champion Linsly Cadets (No. 2), against St! 
Clairsvi,lle (No. 7). No. 3 Edison takes on No. 6. 
Weir at the conclusion of that matchup. The OVAC Cup Tournament has been a show- Beaver Local, the Division II champions,, 

case of some of the best soccer talent in the elected not to participate in the tournament. ; 
• Ohio Valley. There have been plenty of new faces coaching And much of ihat talent has come at the hands in. the OV AC this season, but for the past 15 
of the Wheeling Park girls' soccer program, ylars, Joe Pepe has been the only coach Weir winners of nine consecutive OV AC Cup has ever known. . 
Tournaments and the favorites this season as Pepe led the Red Riders to their first division 
the No. I seed. title since 2000, and hopes to lead Weir to iti: Weir claims the top seed on the boys' side. first OV AC Cup title since \ 996. · . i 

Mark Hladek took the reins of the Patriots' "This team is very good and the kids h.ave 
program this season after coaching last year at played real well with each other,;' Pepe said. ' 
Wheeling Central. The Wheeling Park grad has "This is going to be a good experience and we 
plenty of talent on his si,de. can't Jay down." · · 

Wheeling Park is currently ranked No. 2 in the The boys' tournament kicks offTuesday at 
state with an 11-0-2 record that includes Brooke High School with the top seed Red 
impressive wins over Brooke and Parkersburg Riders taking on No. 8 Steubenville Central a\ 
South. 5,30 p.m. 

"We're really looking forward to the OV AC The winner of that will play the winner of No. 
Cup,'' said Hladek following Saturday's 4' I 4 Brooke against No. 5 Tyler Consolidated. , 
romp over Ringgold (Pa.) at Wheeling Island "We have a long road ahead of us, but hope-
Stadium. . . fully we can put it together and make it to tl1e "When I was growing up, the OV AC Cup was island," Pepe said. 
the big tournament we wanted to win because it The semifinals are set for Saturday at 
had all the local teams. Wheeling Island Stadium with the champi~ "I think this is the first time in six years we've onship games being held there the following won the regular season and we certainly don't Monday. 
want this to be the year that ends Wheeling Wheeling Park, the No. 2 seed, faces city rival 
Park's streak in the OVAC Cup. We'll definite-· Wheeling Central on Wednesday. : 
ly be focused.'' The winner of that game will meet up with the The Patriots open their defense of the OV A_C winner of No. 3 Linsly and N;o. 6 Steubenville; 
Cup championship against the team they beat m Linsly won the Division I rel;llllar season tiUe, 
last year's tournament - John Marshall - and is the defending OVAC Cup boys' champF Monday at 6 p.m. at Harding Stadium in on. . 
Steubenville. • Randy Shah's Cadets are seeking their seventh That g~me will be foUowed by No. 4 seed title in eight years, including last year's 2-0 Steubenville Central agamst N~. 5 seed Brooke. shutout over Brooke. 

The ,econd set of qu~rterfmal game_s .t~ke Cambridge won the Diyision Ill regular season 
place on Thursday and will feature the D1vmon title, but chose not to play in the tournament. . 

B2 SPOF 

Patriots Girls Seeking.Title 
OV AC Cup to showcase 
the area's soccer talent 

By .JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

The OV AC Cup Tournament has been a 
showcase of some of the best soccer talent in 
the Ohio Valley. 

And much of that talent has come at the 
hands of the Wheeling Park girls' soccer pro­
gram, winners of nine consecutive OVAC 
Cup Tournaments and .the favorites this sea-
son as the No. I seed. . 

Weir claims the top seed on the boys' side. 
Mark Hladek took the reins of the Patriots 

prograni .this season after coaching last year 
at Wheeling Central. The Wheeling Park grad 
has plenty of talent on his side. 

Wheeling Park is currently ranked No. 2 in 
the state with an 11-0-2 record that includes 
impressive victories against Brooke and 
Parkersburg South. 

"We're really looking forward to the 
OV AC Cup," said Hladek following Satur­
day's 4-1 romp against Ringgold (Pa.) at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. • 
. "When I was growing up, the OV AC Cup 
was the big tournament we wanted to win 
because it had all the local teams. 

"I think this is the first time in six years 
we've won·the regular season and we certain­
ly don't want this to be the year that ends 
Wheeling Park's streak in the OVAC Cup. 
We'll definitely be focused." 

The Patriots open their defense of the 
OV AC Cup championship against the team 
they beat in last year's tournament - John 
Marshall - Monday at 6 p.m. at Harding 
Stadium in Steubenville. • 

That game will be followed by No. 4 seed 
Steubenville Central against No. 5 seed 
Brooke. 

The second set of quarterfinal games take 

place on Thursday and will feature the Divi­
sion I champion Linsly Cadets (No. 2) 
against St. Clairsville (No. 7). No. 3 Edison 
takes on No. 6 Weir at the conclusion of that 
matchup. • 

Beaver Local, the Division II champions, 
elected not to participate in the tournament. 

There have been plenty of new faces coach­
ing in the OV AC this season, but for the past 
15 years, Joe Pepe has been the only coach 
Weir has ever known. • 

Pepe led the Red Riders to their first divi­
sion title since 2000, and hopes to lead Weir 
to its first OV AC Cup title since 1996. 

"This team is very good and the kids have 
played real well with each other," Pepe said. 

"This is going to be a good experience and 
we can't lay down." 

The boys' tournament kicks off Tuesday at 
Brooke High School with the to{' seed Red 
Riders taking on No. 8 Steubenville Central 
at 5:30 p.m. -

The winner of that will play the winner of 
No, 4 Brooke against No. 5 Tyler Consolidat­
ed. 

"We have a long road ahead of us, but 
hopefully we can put it together and make it 
to the island," Pepe said. 

The semifinals are set for Saturday at 
Wheeling Island Stadium with the champi­
onship games being held there the following 
Monday. . 

Wheeling Park, the No. 2 seed, faces city 
rival Wheeling Central on Wednesday. 

The winner of that game will meet up with 
the winner of No. 3 Linsly and No. 6 
Steubenville. Linsly won the Division I regu­
lar season title and is the defending OV AC 
Cup boys' champion. 

Randy Shah's Cadets are seeking their sev­
enth title in eight years, including last year's 
2-0 shutout over Brooke. 
Cambridge won the Division III regular sea­

son title, but chose not to play in the tourna­
ment. 



Champs C 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Unsly's Michael Ley (5) battles for the ball with Brooke's Justin WIikinson on Mon­

day night In the boys' OVAC Cup final at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Brooke knocks off Linsly, 1-0, to claim boys' title 

By JOSH STROPE 
Stoff Writer 

Brooke and Linsly played in the OV AC 

Cup Final the previous two seasons with 

each team winning one. 
The rubber match belonged to the Bruins. 

Brooke receivied a second-half goal from 

Japanese exchange student Ryogo Kishi­

moto, and the Bruins held off n furious 

Linsly onslaught to claim their second 

OVAC Cup Championship with a 1-0 vic­

tory against the Cadets on Monday at 

Wheelin~ Island Stadium. 
"This 1s an awesome feeling," Brooke 

coach John Zumpettn said. "These kids 

worked their butts off and really stepped up 

and beld Linsly off. • 

"Linsly is an awesome temn and we are so 

thrilled to win." 
Linsly (14-5) started off the match by 

looking like it would run the Bruins out of 

the stadium. 
The Cadets spent the better part of 20 

minutes without allowing Brooke to cross 

midlield. 

The second 20 minutes of the first half 

belonged to Brooke ( l 0-3 ), Despite going 

into the intermission scoreless, all the 

momentum had clearly switched to the side 

of the Bruins. 
"We knew Linsly would come out and 

jump on us," Zumpetta said. 'They are very 

talented, but once we settled down and start­

ed to piny our game, things started to switch 

our way, and then Ryogo took advantage." 

Kishimoto took a pass from Bryce Mott 

and blasted a shot from 25 yards that zipJ?"d 

through the penalty box and past divmg 

Linsly netminder Eric Schmalz into the goal 

In the 44th minute. 
"He just stepped into and ripped it," Zum­

petta said. 
Linsly didn't give up and played hard to 

the end. Despite getting off some excellent 

shots, none could get by the 2005 West Vir­

ginia Goalkeeper of the Year Ryan White­

head. 
"He's one of the best," Linsly coach Randy 

Shah said. 
Please See BROOKE, Page 20 
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Photo by Alex Kozlowskl 

Wheeling Park's Liz Marshall (2) controls the ball as she Is defended by Unsly's Erica 

Jenkins .on Monday during the girls' OVAC Cup final at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Park girls secure 10th straight OV AC Cup trophy 
By JOSH STROPE 

Staff Writer 
Call it a decade of dominance. 
Wheeling Park won its I 0th straight 

OV AC Cup Championship on Monday with 
a 2-0 victory against Linsly at Whoeling 
Island Stadium. 

First-year co'ach Mark Hladek now owns 
an OV AC Cup title as a player and a coach. 

"It was a little more nerve-wracking as a 
coach," Hladek said. "This was one of 
those games I'm supposed to win. I got 
hired here because I was supposed to be a 
good coach, so I didn't want to be the one to 

• end the streak." • 
B.ut Hladek didn't have to worry despite a 

Linsly team that did its best to put the Patri­
ots on their heels, 

"They really frustrated us," Hladek said. 
"It was a messy first half and we were lucky 
to catch a break." 

That break came in the form of a rifle shot 
by Lauren Thomas. 

Thomas had a ball bounce back to her out­
side of the penalty box and the junior buried 

it into the top corner of the goal past Linsly 
keeper Kaitlyn Pytlak. 

The Patriots (l 1-0-2) appeared to go up 2-
0 when Pytlak went out to play a loose ball 
but missed it, allowing Mehssa Shepherd to 
score into the empty net. However, the refer­
ees disallowed the goal, claiming Pytlak was 
interfered with. 
The 1-0 lead stood to intermission. 
"We went into this game as the underdo~s 

and with nothing to. lose," Linsly coach Jill 
Regan said. "We did a lot of things that 
frustrated them and the girls are holding 
their heads up. 

"They have nothing to be ashamed of and 
I think they are proud of themselves and I'm 
proud of them too." 

Wheeling Park went up by two scores on a 
goal by Emily Freeman. Freeman took a 
pass from Katelyn Gompers and finished the 
play for the 2-0 lead. 

Gompers played an outstanding game and 
Hladek referred to her as "the best player on 
the field in the second half." 

Please See PARK, Page 20 



Park 
(Continued from Page 19) 

Llnsly (13-4) had a hard time 
getting any shots In the. second 
half against a stingy Park 
defense, and Hladek wasn't 
going to sit on a 2-0 lead. 

"I'm not a coach that likes to 
do that," Hladek said. "That 
was a team that I didn't want 
to give opportunities to. 

"I've silfd slnce·oay I that I 
thought we had the best 
defense around and then went 
out and posted another 
shutout, this time against a 
Linsly team that is very under­
rated, very talented, and very 
athletic." 

Added Regan: "We didn't 
have the depth, only playing 14 
girls. I think fatigue started to 
set In, but they never gave up." 

Pytlak made some excellent 
saves on Shepherd and Natalie 
Smith to keep Llnsly's hopes 
up, but Park wrapped up the 
victory und another title. 

"Most of the girls, we have 
six or seven seniors that start­
ed this season with a different 
attitude," Hladek said, "They 
didn't want to leave as the 
group that lost 

"Now that we've accom­
plished what we need to in 
terms of being undefeated, 
winning the division title and 
the tournament, we are going 
to set our sights on getting 
ready for sectionals, and hope­
fuliy, the state tournament." 

••• Game Note 
Before Wheeling Park enters 

sectional play, it will get a 
taste of where it stands among 
the best of West Virginia on 
Wednesday, The No. 2-ranked 
Patriots play host to the top­
ranked Fairmont Senior Polar 
Bears. Wheeling Park and 
Fairmont Senior are the only 
two undefeated teams in the 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Wheeling Park's All Railing (16) attempts to fight off the defense of Llnsly's Anna Sim­

mons (2) during their OVAC Cup final Monday night at Wheeilng island Stadium. 

state. The game is set for 6 
p.m. at Wheeling Island Stadi­
um. 

REGULAR SEASON 
St. Clairsville 8, Magnolia 0 
At New Martinsville, St. 

Clairsville's Jaclyn Dutton led 
the Devils to victory against 

Magnolia with five gonls and 
one assist. Katie Tomussetti. 
Kate Hodgson and Jessica 
Hum I had one goal ench for 
St. Clairsville. 

St. Clairsville's Chasitl Hoff­
man tallied two assists, while 
tenmmatcs Tori Lavorini. 

Heather Hochstrnsser and 
Katie Olzeski each had one 
assist. 

Red Devils goalkeeper 
Kasey Cook recorded two 
saves and Laura Smith also 
stoppe_d nine shots ro, St. 
Clairsv,lle. 



Photo by Alex Kozlowski Lins/y's Evan Slncavich (22) battles with Brooke's Ryogo Kishimoto during the OVAC Cup final on Monday night. 

Brooke 
(Continued from Page 19) 

"He's very athletic, very gifted, chal­lenges well nnd doesn't fold unde,r pres­sure." 
Zumpcttn was so sure of his defense, during the last l 5-20 minutes he called lt back nnd spent the rest of the match keep­Ing Llnsly at bay. 
"At that point, I just wanted to clear the ball and I thought my defense was solid enough to do that," Zumpetta said. 
Llnsly's best chance came with five min­utes remainlnli as Evan Sincavlch saw a bouncing ball m the penalty box. The jun­ior charged at the ball but fanned, allow­ing a Brooke defender to clear IL 
"Brooke played great defense and one of our things Is _possessing the ball and tak­ing away their opportunities," Shah said. "(Monday) we didn't finish." 
Linsly loses 12 seniors, a group that was 

very emotional after the final whistle blew. 
"This was an emotional letdown for them, and their hearLs were really in it." Shah said. "For a senior to go out on a loss, especially wl1en playing for a cham­pionship, you could see the passion." . For Brooke, the victory is a measure of revenge against the team that shut it out last October. As for Kishimoto under­standing the significance of the victory, Zumpetta gave a chuckle. 

"He understood it enough to be one of the first ones to run over and grab the cup," Zumpetta said. 
••• Game Note 

Linsly assistant conch Eric Fries watched the OV AC Cup from a differ­ent perspective. Fries was the head coach for the Bruins during the previous two seasons. 

"This was an emotional 
letdown for them, and 

their hearts were really 
in it. For a senior to go 

out on a loss, especially 
when playing for a 

championship, you could 
see the passion." 
• Randy Shah 

Linsly boys' soccer coach 


