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Central’s Kelsey

Fowler battle for a loose ball Saturday at Hannig Field.

Patriots Post Another
Shutout to Reach Final

‘Wheeling Park to face Weir for OVAC crown

By RICK THORP
Staff Writer

If the old adage that says
‘defense wins. championships’ is
true, then the Wheeling Park:
girls’ soccer program might want
to make some room in tl
Bhy case for another piece of

ardware,

The Patriots posted their
cighth shutout of the season Sat-
urday in dominating cross-town
rival Wheeling Central 4-0 in the
first of two (.g)VAC Cup soccer
semifinals at Hannig Field high
atop Wheeling Park,

ith the win, “The Park’ will

o for its eighth consecutive con-

erence soccer. crown, and ninth

in 10 years, Monday night
against Weir, a 1-0 victor over
Brooke in the other semifinal tilt. .

The Patriots and Red Riders
met on Sept. 13, with Weir com-

ing out on top 2-1 at Hannig

Field,

“Weir beat us here, so it will
be a good challenge,” noted first-
;ir'car Park head coach Aubrey

aylor. ,

~ That contest will begin at
5:30 p.m. on the recently-
cleaned ProGrass surface of
Wheeling Island Stadium.
..~ Brooke is the only other team

to claim the OVAC crown. The |

Bruins downed the Patriots in the

1996 finale. - '

Of the Patriots’ eight blank-

" ings this season, two have come
in this fall’s edition of the
OVAC Cup. Park opened tourna-
ment play last week with a 9-0
triumph over Weirton Madonna,

Saturday’s victory marked
Park’s second victory of the sea.
son over the Maroon Knights,
The first win, back on S%ptember
2, was also a shutout {2-0),

- As the West Virginia state
toumament draws nearer, Taylor
is pleased with how his team
continues to improve.

“I'm happy with our overall
play,” he said, as raindrops
dripped from the brim of his cap,
“It was a very nice win. Central
is a pretty good team,”

eanwhile, Maroon Knights
mentor Scott Hanna left the field
equally impressed by Park’'s
showing, ~

“T have to give a lot of credit
to their team,” he said, after
watching his squad drop to 10-3-
1 on the season. .

“They're solid in all positions
and are really strong in the

eir tro- .

back.” ‘

. “That meant we didn't have a
heck of lot of opportunities to
shoot. And when we did, their
keeper made some pretty good
saves,” - ‘

Park started out on the attack
early on, continually racing up
the field and putting pressure on
Maroon Knights® goalkeeper
Kristen DeSantis,

That persistence paid off near-
ly 10 minutes into the opening
half as Brooke Basilone connect-
ed with Casselyn Aderholt,
whose shot hit the left side of the
net to give the Patriots (10-2-1)
an early 1-0 advantage,

Taylor felt it was imperative
to net the early lead.

*We wanted to score our goals
early and get the other team to
E]ay from behind, instead of us,”

e noted.

' Less then 10 minutes later,
the Patriots scored again, as Eliz-
abeth Marshall found the back of
the net, thanks to an assist from
Basilone, to make it 2-0 contest,
- While the Maroon Knights
trailed b%r Jjust a pair of goals at
the halt, the stats leaned in
Park’s favor. The Patriots had 11
shots on goal, as opposed to Cen-
tral’s one,

Park’s assault continued earm
in the second half, Lauren Smi
scored the first of her two sec-
ond-half goals eight minutes into-
the half with an unassisted tally
that made it 3-0. '

Her other goal, the team’s
final of the day, came with a lit-
tle more than two minutes
ro:maininlgI in the contest,

. Jill Wright was outstanding in
ﬁoal for the Patriots. She stopped

shots to record the shutout.
Weir 1, Brooke 0

At Hannig Field, Melissa
Henry scored the game’s only
goal with 23:01 remaining in the
game to send the Red Riders to
their first appearance in the
OVAC Cup championship game,

Lacey Wilson recorded the
assist on Henry’s goal.

EER
OVAC Cup
Girls
Samiinala
{nt Hannl“& Fledd)
Whasling Park 4 ssfing Cantral 0
WP—Goals; Smfth_?; C.Adarholt, Mar-
shall, Agelsts: Baslione 2, Goaikeaper:
Wright (3 savan},
C—Goalkespar: DaSantis {14 savag),
Wair 1, Brooke 0
W—Goal: Henry, Assist: Wilson. Goa-
kaeper; Fostar {5 sayea).
B—Goalksepar: Wayne (10 saves).
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Linsly Claims Double Overtime ’

Adams’ goal puts Cadets in Monday’s OV

By MIKE HUGHES
Staff Writer

Jason Adams scored with
3:49 showing in the second
overtime as Linsly defeated arch
rival Wheeling Park 2-1 Satur-
day afternoon at Wheeling
Island Stadium.
" The Cadets now advance to
Monday’s OVAC Cup champi-
onship game opposite top-seed-
ed Brooke, which advanced
courtesy of a 3-1 verdict over
Zanesville. Game time is 7:30
p.m, back on the island.

The loss was another tough
one to swallow for Wheeling
Park head coach Mario Julian.

His team battled back to knot .

the score at 1-1, only to watch
Adams steal the show in the sec-
ond overtime,

rored the 2003 QVAC Cu]l: final
in which Wheeling Park hattled
back to tie the score, only to
watch the Cadets’ Stephen Reih-
ner dash the Patriofs E

& game-winner in overtime,

“I'm at a loss for words,"’
Julian said following the game.
‘‘We play these guys three or
four times a year, and it’s such
an intense rivalry that you make
mistakes you ordinarily don't
make, -

‘‘But big players make big
playsin big games, and Jason
made a great play.”

Adams chased hard to the
ball after it entered the box with
just under four minutes to plag.

eelinF Park goalkeeper J.P.
Misenhelder sensed the mount-
ing pressure and went out to
thwart the problem before it got
started.

He dove to the ground, but
got his arms near the ball right

‘as Adams and another Wheeling

Park defender did. Adams some-
how came out of the pile with
the ball, righted himself and
fired a shot into the back left

corner of the net, sealing the

victory.

“I'm not sure if I prefer to
win this way or not,”’ Linsly
head coach Dave Coutis said of
the late-game heroics.

‘It definitely makes it more
exciting, '

**But it doesn't matter how
they do it, these guys always
seem to make a big play when
we need it,”" .

Wheeling Park didn’t go all
game long without big plays
either,

Trailing 1-0 with 18:07 left
in regulation, Vinnie Crumrine
sprinted towards Thomas Reihn-
er as he moved forward to pick
up the ball. Crumrine got it
away from the Linsly keeper
and: lifted- the ball over Reihn-
er's putstretched hands for the
Patriots’ first goal of the game.

That score nearly was the
deciding goal for the Patriots,
who just missed an opportunity
a few minutes earfier.

With 24:09 showing on the
clock, Wheeling Park’s Ryan
Horan set up for a corner kick
on the far left side and sent it
screaming into the middle of the
box, where Tony Trabert alertly
headed the ball towards the
goal.

Trabert’s shot sailed over
Reihner's hands but nicked the
top of the crossbar.

It was a scenario that mir-

opes with

Whecling Park’s Ryan Horan (9) looks to make a move
Saturday’s OVAC Cup semifinal at Wheeling Island Sta

*‘Tony has been pla&ring
extremely well,”” Julian said,

As has Adams, who is a
threat to score whenever he
touches the bail,

The two teams played to a
scoreless tie after 40 minutes
and in the locker room at the
half, Coutts stressed the imgor—
tance of getting Adams the ball
and allowing him to create,

"~ “'I told them at halftime that
for a pla[\_ller like Jason, the more
chances he has to score, the bet-
ter,”" Coutts said. ‘‘Not only can
he score, but he draws the atten-
tion of the defense which creates
scoring opportunities for other

AC Cup title game opposite -

the manner in which Brooke
claimed victory in their previous
meeting. ‘T know the kids were
rooting for Brooke in the first
game.

*“This time we will have to
capitalize on the opportunities
we get and limit our mistakes,

or the four-time defendinﬁ
champlon Cadets, this year wi
mark their 1 1th trip to the finals.

This will also be the first
time since 1999 that the OVAC
Cup final will not be & meeting
between Linsly and Wheeling
Paork.

That year, the Patriots beat
Brooke for the championship,

peglPlc," Brooke 3,
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case on the At
Cadets’ Wheeling,
first goal. Mike Oliv-
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fielded a 4 two goals
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of the field. S DCCE R advanced
Swarmed g . to the
under, OVAC Cup

Adams moved left and alertly
rifled a pass into the middle
where a waiting Isaam Sawtarie
accepted the ball, took one drib-
ble right and fired a crossing
shot to the upper-left corner of
the net. :

The Cadets now must face a
Brooke team that defeated them
earlier in the season by a 4-1
count. - '

In that game, the Bruins took
advantage of a few Linsly mis-
takes, so Coutts knows that this
time around, his ciub must be on
its game, :

‘That’s actually how we are
used to winning,”’ Coutts said of

giggés for the first time since

That year, the Bruins lost 1g
Wheeling Park.

Brooke has finished up in the
runner-up spot four times,
including a string of three
strai%ht from 1994-96,

Oliver scored the first and
last goals for the Bruins, the
final coming on a break away
when he was fed by teammate
Chad Vargo.

He took the pass and raced
towards Blue Devils keeper
Adam Grosshandler firing it
passed him for the game’s final
tal

ly.
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“That meant we didn’t have a
heck of lot of opportunities to
shoot. And when we did, their
keeper made some pretty good
saves,"” ‘

Park started out on the attack
early on, continually racing up
the tield and putting pressure on
Maroon Knights' goalkeeper
Kristen DeSantis,

That persistence paid off near-
ly 10 minutes into the opening
half as Brooke Basilone connect-
ed with Casselyn Aderholt,
whose shot hit the left side of the
net to give the Patriots (10-2-1)
an early 1-0 advantage.

Taylor felt it was imperative
to net the early lead. .

“We wanted to score our goals
early and get the other team to
Elay from behind, instead of us,”

e noted,

Less then 10 minutes later,
the Patriots scored agnin, as Eliz-
abeth Marshall found the back of
the net, thanks to an. assist from
Basilone, to make it 2-0 contest.

While the Maroon Knights
trailed by just a pair of goals at
the hal!, the stats leaned in
Park’s favor. The Patriots had 11
shots on goal, as opposed to Cen-
tral's one.

Park’s assault continued earg
in the second half, Lauren Smi
scored the first of her two sec-
ond-half goals eight minutes into
the half with an unassisted tally
that made it 3-0.

Her other goal, the team’s
final of the day, came with a lit-
tle more than two minutes
remaining in the contest.

Jill Wright was outstanding in

oal for the Patriots, She stopped
e shots to record the shutout.
‘Weir 1, Brooke 0

At Hannig Field, Melissa
Henry scored the game's only
goal with 23:0] remaining in the
game to send the Red Riders to
their first appearance in the
OVAC CUQ‘VC ampionship game.

Lacey Wilson recorded the
assist on Henry's goal. '

OVAC G
Cup
Qirls
Samifinals -
. Lnt Hannlg Flastd)
Whesling Pack 4 gaContnIn
WP —Goals: Smith.2; C.Adarhalt, Mar-
shall, Assists: Basilone 2. Goalkesper:
Wright {3 saves).
C-—-Goalkao;ur: DaSantls {14 saves},
Wair 1, Brooke 0
W—Goal: Henry. Asalst; Wilson, Goa-
kmeoar: Farter (R savmal
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Linsly Claims Double Overtime Thriller

Adams’ goal puts Cadet

By MIKE HUGHES
Staff Writer

Jason Adams scored with
3:49 showing in the second
overtime as Linsly defeated arch
rival Wheeling Park 2-1 Satur-
day afternoon at Wheeling
Island Stadium.

The Cadets now advance to
Monday’s OVAC Cup champi-
onship game opposite top-seed-
ed Brooke, which advanced
courtesy of a 3-1 verdict over
Zanesville. Game time is 7:30
p.ti. back on the island,

The loss was another tough
one to swallow for Wheeling
Park head coach Mario Julian.

His team battled back to knot

the score at 1-1, only to watch

Adams steal the show in the sec-
ond overtime,

It was a scenario that mir-

rored the 2003 OVAC Cup final
in which Wheeling Park battled
back to tie the score, only to

watch the Cadets’ Stephen Keih-
ner dash the Patriots hopes with-

8 game-winner in overtime.

“I'm at a loss for words,’"
Julian said following the game,
‘‘We play these guys three or
four times a year, and it’s such
an intense rivalry that you make
mistakes you ordinarily don’t
make. ,

*‘But big players make big
plays in big games, and Jason
made a great play.”

Adams chased hard to the
ball after it entered the box with
just under four minutes to play.

celinF Park goalkeeper J.P.
Misenhelder sensed the mount-
ing pressure and went out to
thwart the problem before it got
staited,

Hei dove to the ground, but
got his arms near the ball right

"as Adams and another Wheeling

Park defender did. Adams some-
how came out of the pile with
the ball, righted himself and
fired a shot into the back left
corner of the net, sealing the
victory. _

“I'm not sure if [ prefer to
win this way or not,” Linsly
head coach Dave Coutts said of
the late-game heroics.

‘It definitely makes it more

exciting, :
" ‘“‘But it doesn’t matter how
they do it, these guys always
seem to make a big play when
we need it,”’

Wheeling Park didn't go ail
game long without big plays
either, |

Trailing 1-0 with 18:07 left
in regulation, Vinnie' Crumrine
sprinted towards Thomas Reihn-
er as he moved forward to pick
up the ball. Crumrine got it
away from the Linsly keeper

-and lifted the ball over Rejhn-

er's outstretched hands for the
Patriots’ first goal of the game,

That score nearly was the
deciding goal for the Pitriots,
who just missed an opportunity
a few minules earlier,

With 24:09 showing on the
clock, Wheeling Park’s Ryan
Horan set up for a corner Kick
on the far left side and sent it
screaming into the middle of the
box, where Tony Trabert alertly
headed the ball towards the
goal.

Trabert’s shot sailed over
Reihner's hands but nicked the
top of the crossbar.

Wheeling Park’s R
Saturday’s._ OVAC

‘‘Tony has been playing
extremely well,”” Tulian said,

As has Adams, who Is5 a
threat to score whenever he
touches the ball, -

The two teams played to a
scoreless tie after 40 minutes
and in the locker room at the
half, Coutts stressed the imgor—
tance of getting Adams the ball
and allowing him to create,

"~ I told them at halftime that
for a player like Jason, the more
chances he has to score, the bet-
ter,”" Coutts said, *'Not only can
he score, but he draws the atten-

s in Monday’s OVAC Cup title game opposite Brooke

um,

the manner in which Brooke
claimed victory in their previous
meeting. “‘T know the kids were
rooting for Brooke in the first
game.

‘“This time we will have to
capitalize on the opportunities
we get and limit our mistakes,

or the four-time defendin
champion Cadets, this year wi
mark their 11th trip to tﬁc finals,

This will also be the first
time since 1999 that the OVAC
Cup final will not be a meeting
get]\{veen Linsly and Wheeling

aI . N

tion of the defense which creates That year, the Patriots beat
scoring opportunities for otlier Brooke for the championship.
peqlgle." ' : Brooke 3,
.That Zanesville
was  the 1
case on the At
Cadets’ Wheeling,
first goal, Mike Oliv-
Adams ' / e er scored
fielded a i two goals
pass and ’ ) and Josh
worked his 4 Whitt
w a4 vy : added
towards the another as
ri’g&?tﬁﬂﬂf \ Brooke
of the field. advanced
Swarmed S 0 CECER to the
under OVAC Cup

Adams moved left and alertly
rifled a pass into the middle
where'a waiting Isaam Sawtarie
accepted the ball, took one drib-
ble right and fired a crossing
shat to the upper-left corner of
the net, , .
-The Cadets now must face a
Brogke team that defeated them
earller in the season by a 4-1
count, ‘ )
In that game, the Bruins took
advantage of a few Linsly mis-
takes, so Coutts knows that this
time around, his club must be on
its game, -
‘That's actually how we are
used to winning,'’ Coutts said of

finals for the first time since
1999,

That year, the Bruins lost to
Wheeling Park.

Brooke has finished up in the
runner-up spot four times,
including a string of three
straight from 1994-46,

Oliver scored the first and
last goals for the Bruins, the
final coming on a break away
when he was fed by teammate
Chad Vargo.

He took the pass and raced
towards Blue Devils keeper
Adam Grosshandler firing it
passed him for the game's final
tally.

tHo by Scott McCloskey

an Horan (9) looks to make a move Jmst Linsly’s Xavier Ortenzio (18) during
up semifinal at Wheeling Island Stadi '

“*Oliver did a fine job of
attacking,”’ Brooke head coach
Eric Fries said.

‘‘And defensively, we played
solid the whole game.”’ .

It’s a strong finish for the
Bruins (10-2-2}, who had gotten
off to a slow start early. In the
game, allowing Zanesville to
control the tempo. '

‘“The first couple of minutes
were tough because we pot off
to a rough start,’” Fries sard.

*‘We didn’t win too many
balls and I think we were over
excited.

*‘But we were able to over-
come that, and advance to the
finals with a solid win over a
good team,

Marcus Mosser finished with
sevens saves for the Bruins,

Emm
REGULAR SEASON
Tyler Consolidated 1,
' Magnolia 1

At Middlebourne, Tyler Con-
solidated’s Brad gurkhart
scored midway through the-sec-
ond half as the Silver Knights
(15-7-1) played Magnolia to a 1-

tie

Bryan Shirak scored the lone
goal for the Blue Eagles, who
received 10 saves out of keeper
Jeremy White. _

D.I Shepherd and Jimmy
Wells combined for nine saves
for Tyler.

.
Boys
OVAC Cup &nm}ﬂnals
Linsly 2, Whesling Park 1, 20T
L — Goals: |.Sawtarle, Adame, Asalst:
Adams. Goalkespar: Reihnar (5 eaves). W
— Goal; Crumrine. Goalkespar: Misan-
helder (4 savas},
Brooka 3, Zanssville 1
B — Gaosls: Oliver 2, Whitt, Assista:
Coss, Utts, Vargn, Goaikespar: Mossar (7
saves). Z — Goal: Millar. Assist; Clan.
Goalkesper: Grosshandlar {4 saves).
Regular Seazon
Tylor Consolldated 1, Magnolia 1.
T — Goal: Burkhan. Goalkespsr: Shep-
herd {7 saves), Walls (2 saves),
M — Gosl: Shirak. Goalkesper: Whita
{10 envas),




OVAC Soccer Cup under way

The Ohj .
Conferenf(]:]eqsvaél;grceArthléﬂc th St' Clairsville’s boys make
TOUr_Dﬂment kicked off Mondag th (3511' tourney debut Wednesday
evening, p.m. when they tangle with

Some schedule changes were z“'ifr?éﬂ‘}’ﬁ.? Bdm%’;trg"“m% J
.an

necces

ing cazlljrgir?ﬁe :;athe recent flood-  Steubenville Central will ¢[
arond the age& mage to fields ‘%1 the boys side at P‘ieldcd,ﬂ?fl1
A puir of girls’ heeling and the lone gipls*
. games dot girls

t d : - Bame on th .
S[t)gl;ggrivsilﬁ:aa v:rnlh Weir and Central r:ecél{?ngmjllfethedmg

Weirton, while nW?Jegllf cing I Weirton, e
meets Weir Madonna atnlgicligrg arez?:;?eglgm %meéfm games The championship games will
. or Thursday evening. be held M

Always-powerfu] Linsly mele]tgs Beaver Local at Field 4 in Wheeling Is?x;]n?ja)é'tadoif]; if}:

i

the boys game slated for 7 pm.

Wpecling, while Brooke and
Edison will tangle at Weirton.
The semifinals for both the
boys and girls tournaments wil)
be held Saturday, Oct, 2 with
two games slated for 11 a.m. and
two more at | p.m. at either

Field 4 or Wheel;
Stadium, eeling Island

Brooke ends
Linsly’s reign
in OVAC Cup |

* Bruins post 2-0 decision
FOR THE TIMES LEADER

The fifth time proved to be the charm for the
Brooke High boys' soccer team Monday night.

Tunior standouts Josh Whitt and Mike Oliver
knocked in first-half goals and senior keeper °
B Marcus Mosser made them stand up as the Bruins

* (11-2-2) blanked Linsly, 2-0, in the finals of the
8 14th annual OVAC Cup at Wheeling Island
Stadium. .

It was the fifth time a Brooke High team had’
advanced to the OVAC Cup title tilt but Monday
night marked the first time the Bruins were able
:]c;e take the championship hardware home with

m.

"I can't tell you how excited I am for these .
kids,” exclaimed Brooke head coach Eric Fries
after tearing himself away from the fans who had -
flooded onto the stadium turf ta join the celebra-
tion.

"T've been at Brooke for eight years but this is
only the second time we've gotten here since I
came. :

"] didn't realize at the time how big a deal this
was but I knew exactly what it meant to every-
body this year." .

" The Bruins had beaten Linsly, 4-1, during the
regular season to claim the OVAC First Division
championship but Fries said he knew the Cadets
{10-8-0) would come out with all guns blazing in
search of their fifth consecutive OVAC Cup
CTOWIL

With that in mind, Fries said it was up te his .
players to match Linsly's intensity and they came
through with flying colors.

"T could feel it in the locker room," he said.
"We've got 10 seniors on this team and they
wanted this one badly.

"It seems like Linsly and Wheeling Park have
T-L Phato/JOEL JOSEPH  just been Brooke's nemesis over the years. We'd

BROOKE's Aleks Kins and Linsly's Zach Turak battle for possession of the ball dur-
ing Monday's OVAC Soccer Cup final at Wheeling Island Stadium. Ses, SOCCER, Page D4




. @ Soccer

‘Continued from Page D1

be right behind them but could-
n't quite get over the hump.

"We've got 10 seniors on
this team and I could feel it in
the locker room. [ told them it
was their time and their game to
win and they just went out and
did it."

The two teams locked horns
in an entertaining first half in
which both squads came up with
excellent scoring chances.

The Bruins, however, were
the team that had the answer
when opportunity came knock-
ing. : :

Whitt took the goose egg of
the Brooke side of the score-
board in the 28th minute when
he came swooping in on the
right side to collect a rebound
and rip it into the top left hand
corner of the net.

The backbreaker for the
Cadets, however, came five
minutes later,

Oliver was trying to run
down a long ball that carried
into the Linsly box but an alert
Reinner saw him coming and
came off his line to grab the
bouncing ball.

- As Reihner prepared to punt
the ball out of danger, it sudden-
ly seemed to slip from his hands
and Oliver was able to poke it

* free.

Reihner lost his footing as he

tried to recover and Oliver

danced deftly away and slid the
ball into the open net for a 2-0
lead.

"That was a big poal,"
agreed Cadet head coach Dave
Coutts. "I guess the ball was a
littie damp and slipped off his
gloves but give the Brooke kid
credit for hustling and being
right there."

Mosser had five saves in the
first half and came up even big-
ger after intermission to finish
the night with 13 saves against
the high-powered Linsly attack.

Fries said the Bruins' game
plan was to focus on shutting
down the Cadets' big guns.

Senjor Jason Adams had
scored 30 goals coming into the

night and junior Issam Sawtarie

had six goals and a team-high
13 assists.

*That's the thing that amazed
me," said Fries. "Not just win-
ning but to shut out Adams and
Sawtarie for an entire game.
That's quite a feat."

Despite seeing his run of
four OVAC Cup championships
come to an end, Coutts was gra-
cious in defeat.

"They are a very good
team," said Coutts.

"They're very solid in the
back and their keeper was out-
standing tonight.

LHE LLVILD LADLIK Y IUTDUay, «

T-L Pholo/JOEL JOSEPH

WHEELING PARK’S Jackie Krayaninko fires a shot toward the net during Monday evening's
OVAC Girls Soccer Cup Final at Whealing Island Stadium.

Park girls win eighth
straight OVAC Cup title

FOR THE TIMES LEADER

Motivation wasn't a problem for Wheeling Park
girls' soccer coach Aubrey Taylor coming into

- Monday night's 10th annual OVAC Cup final

against Weir High at Wheeling Island Stadium.
His Patriots (11-2-1) avenged a regular-season

loss to the Red Riders (9-4-3) in impressive style,

holding the First Division champs without a single

" shot in the second haif en route to a 3-0 victory.

*I didn't have to do a lot to get the girls pumped
up for tonight’s game," smiled Taylor. "They've
been waiting for this one ever since they (Weir)
beat us the first time."

That regular-season setback was Wheeling
Park's first loss to an OVAC team in several sea-
sons and the scrappy Red Riders nearly drew first
blood again Monday night.

Just four minutes into the contest, Weir cleared
a high ball out of its own end and it took a long
bounce over the heads of the Patriot defense.

‘The Red Riders' Melissa Henry - the team's
leading scorer with 15 goals and 10 assists - won
the race to the ball and sprinted in on Park keeper
Till Wright,

Henry fired from 15 yards out but didn't catch
it clean and the ball sailed directly into Wright's
waiting hands.

"We had a chance to jump out with that first
goal," said Weir head coach Bill Giebell, "but we
just had a little bit of a miscue.”

Granted that reprieve, Wheeling Park turned up
the defensive heat and the Red Rider attack wilted.

Weir never got another shot on net the rest of

* the night and was held to just two shots for the

entire game.

"Our three defenders played very well tonight,”
said Taylor. "Sarah (Bizanovich) had a great game
in terms of position and pressure and our two
markers (Kelly Kresen and Julie Warner) were
excellent.

“That's two freshmen and a sophomore back
there and I was very happy to see them play so

well in such a big game.”

With Weir unable to mount a threat, the field
seemed to tilt toward the Patriots' offensive end.

Weir keeper Stephanie Foster was able to
weather the storm for a little while but The Park
broke through in the 13th minute.

Lauren Thomas sent a ball back into the middle
where Arlene Wheeler had time to settle it and
draw a bead from 30 yards out.

Wheeler's well-placed drive whistled just over
a leaping Foster's outstretched hand and just under
the crossbar for the first goal of the game.

Foster and the hard-working Weir High defense
were able to keep the Patriots off the board for the
rest of the half but it seemed only a matter of time
before the Patrjots would break through again.

The second goal came in the 11th minute of the
second half when Lauren Smith created some
space at the top of the box and fed it over to Olivia
Moray, who banged it home from 15 yards out.

Thomas closed out the scoring in the 29th
minute of the second half when she collected a
feed from Jenna Forzano and bent a pretty shot just
inside the left post from 20 yards out. _

"We have a lot of girls with good offensive
skills," said Taylor, who coached the Patriot boys
to a pair of QVAC Cup crowns during an earlier
stint at the Ohio County consolidation.

"This is one of the more talented teams I've
been associated with. They knew how to move the
ball around before I got here. I'm just trying to help
them along a little bit."

Wheeling Park finished with a 15-2 advantage
in shots but the Red Riders were willing to wrile it
off as just a bad night and would like nothing bet-
ter than a rubber match in the West Virginia sec-
tionals.

"I guess that makes it 1-1 between us this sea-
son," said Giebell.

*They seemed to think the first game was a
fluke. Well, that was the game we outplayed them.

"We got outplayed tonight but I'm pretty sure
we'll see them again.”
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LINSLY'S Xavier Ortenzio goes up for a header in the semifi-
nals of the OVAC Soccer Cup Saturday aftermoon at Wheeling
Island Stadium. Defending for Wheeling Park is Ryan Horan.

Linsly, Brooke
boys advance to
OVAC Cup final

FOR THE TIMES LEADER

Jason Adams scored with
3:49 showing in the second
overtime as Linsly defeated arch
rival Wheeling Park 2-1
Saturday afternoon at Wheeling
Island Stadium.

The Cadets now advance to
Monday’s OVAC Cup champi-
onship game opposite top-seeded
Brooke, which advanced cour-
tesy of a 3-1 verdict over
Zanesville.

The Joss was another tough
one to swallow for Wheeling
Park head coach Mario Julian.

His teamn battled back to knot
the score at 1-1, only to watch
Adams steal the show in the sec-
ond overtime.

It was a scenario that mirrored
the 2003 OVAC Cup final in
which Wheeling Park battled
back to tie the score, only to
watch the Cadets” Stephen
Reihner dash the Patriots hopes
with a game-winner in overtime.

“I'm at a loss for words,"’
Julian said following the game.
**We play these guys three or
four times a year, and it’s such
an intense rivalry that you make
mistakes you ordinarily don’t
make.

“But big players make big
plays in big games, and Jason
made a great play.”

Adams chased hard to the ball
after it entered the box with just
under four minutes to play.
Wheeling Park goalkeeper I.P.
Misenhelder sensed the mount-
ing pressure and went out to
thwart the problem before it got
started.

He dove to the ground, but
got his arms near the ball right as
Adams and another Wheeling
Park defender did. Adams some-
how carme out of the scrum with
the ball. righted himself and fired

““Tony has been playing
extremely well,”” Julian said.

As has Adams, who is a threat
to score whenever he touches the
ball.

The two teams played to a
scoreless tie after 40 minutes
and in the lockerroom at the half,
Coutts stressed the importance of
getting Adams the ball, and
allowing him to create.

I told them at halftime that
for a player like Jason, the more
chances he has to score, the bet-
ter,”* C outts said. **Not only can
he score, but he draws the atten-
tion of the defense which creates
scoring opportunities for other
people.”

That was the case on the
Cadets’ first goal. .

Adams fielded a pass and
worked his way towards the right
side of the field.

Swarmed under, Adams
moved left and alertly rifled a
pass into the middle where a
waiting Isaam Sawtarie accepted
the hail, took one dribble right
and fired a crossing shot to the
upper-left corner of the net.

The Cadets now must face a
Brooke team that defeated them
earlier in the season by a 4-1
count.

In that game, the Bruins took
advantage of a few Linsly mis-
takes, so Coutts knows that this
time around, his club must be on
its game.

““That’s actually how we are
used to winning,”” Coutts said of
the manner in which Brooke
claimed ‘victory in their previous
meeting. “‘I know the kids were
rooting for Brooke in the first
game. .

**This time we will have to
capitalize on the opportunities
we get and limit our mistakes.

For the four-time defending
champion Cadets, this year will

mark their 11th trip to the finals.-
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Park, Weir
advance to
Cup final

FOR THE TIMES LEADER

If the old adage that says
“defense wins championships” is
true, then the Wheeling Park
girls' soccer program nﬂ'iht want
to make some room in their tro-
hy case for another piece of
ardware. - .

The Patriots posted their
eighth shutout of the season
Saturday in dominating cross-
town rival Wheeling Central 4-0
in the first of two OVAC Cup
soccer semifinals at Hannig Field
high atop Wheeling Park.

With the win, *"The Park™’
will go for its eigth-consecutive
conference soccer crown, and
ninth in 10 years Monday night
against Weir, a 1-0 victor aver
Brooke in the other semifinal tilt.

The Patriots and Red Riders
recently met September 13, with
Weir coming out on top 2-1 at
Hannig Field.

“Weir beat us here, so it will
be a good challenge,” noted first-
year Park head coach Aubrey
Taylor. '

Brooke is the
only team to /’m
claim the
OVAC crown.
The Bruins
downed the
Patriots in the
1996 finale.

will begin at 5:30 p.m.

on the recently-cleaned ProGrass
surface of Wheeling Island
Stadium,

Of the Patriots eight blankings
this season, two have come in
this fall’s edition of the OVAC
Cup. Park opened tournament
play last week with a 9-0 tri-
umph over Weirton Madonna.

Saturday’s victory marked
Park’s second victory of the sea-
son over the Maroon Knights.
The first win, back on September
2, was also a shutout (2-0).

As the West Virginia state
tournament draws nearer, Taylor
is pieased with how his team
continues to improve.

“I'm happy with our overall
play,” he said, as raindrops
dripPed from the brim of his
cap.”It was a very nice win.
Central is a pretty good team.”

Meanwhile, Maroon Knights
mentor Scott Hanna left the field
equally impressed by Park’s
showing.

“I have to give a Jot of credit
to their team,” he said, after
watching his squad drop to 10-3-
1 on the season.

“They're solid in all positions
and are really strong in the
back.”

That meant we didn’t have a
heck of lot of opportunities to
shoot. And when we' did, their
keeper made some pretty good
saves.”

Park started out on the offen-
sive early on, continually racing
up the field and putting pressure
on Maroon Knights' goalkeeper
Kristen DeSantis.

That persistance paid off near-
ly ten minutes into the opening
half as Brooke Basilone connect-
ed with Casselyn Aderholt,
wha’s shot hit the left side of the
net to give the Patriots (10-2-1)
an early 1-0 advantage.

Taylor felt it was imeperative
to net the early lead.

“We wanted to score our
goals early and get the other
team to play from behind,
instead of us,” he noted.

Less then ten minutes later,
the Patriots scored again, as
Elizabeth Marshall found the
back of the net, thanks to an
assist from Basilone, that made it
a 2-0 contest.

While the Maroon Knights

trailed by just a pair of goals at
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Linsly, Brooke
boys advance to
OVAC Cup final

FOR THE TIMES LEADER

Jason Adams scored with
3:49 showing in the second
overtime as Linsly defeated arch
rival Wheeling Park 2-1
Saturday afternoon at Wheeling
Island Stadium.

The Cadets now advance to
Monday’s OVAC Cup champi-
onship game opposite top-seeded
Brooke, which advanced cour-
tesy of a 3-1 verdict over
Zanesville.

The loss was another tough
one to swaliow for Wheeling
Park head coach Mario Jutian. -

His team battled back to knot
the score at 1-1, only to watch
Adams steal the show in the sec-
ond overtime.

It was a scenario that mirrored
the 2003 OVAC Cup final in
which Wheeling Park battled
back to tie the score, only to
watch the Cadets" Stephen
Reihner dash the Patriots hopes
with a game-winner in overtire.

“I'm at a loss for words,”’
Julian said following the game.
““We play these guys three or
four times a year, and it's such
an intense rivairy that you make
mistakes you ordinarily don’t
make.

**‘But big players make big
plays in big games, and Jason
made a great play.”

Adams chased hard to the ball
after it entered the box with just
under four minutes to play.
Wheeling Park goalkeeper J.P.
Misenhelder sensed the thount-
ing pressure and went out to
thwart the problem before it got
started.

He dove to the ground, but
got his arms near the ball right as
Adams and another Wheeling
Park defender did. Adams some-
how came out of the scrum with
the ball, righted himself and fired
a shot into the back left comer of
the net, sealing the victory.

“I'm not sure if I prefer to
win this way or not,"” Linsly
head coach Dave Coutts said of
the late-game heroics. **It defi-
nately makes it more exciting.

**But it doesn’t matter how
they do it, these guys always
seem to make a big play when
we need it.”’

Wheeling Park didn’t go
game long without big plays
either.

Trailing 1-0 with 18:07 left
in regulation, Vinnie Crumrine
sprinted towards Reihner as he
moved forward to pick up the
ball. Crumrine got it away from
the Linsly keeper and lifted the
ball over Reihner's outstretched
hands for the Patriots’ first goal
of the game.

That score nearly was the
deciding goal for the Patriots,
who just missed an opportunity a
few minutes earlier.

With 24:09 showing on the
clock, Wheeling Park’s Ryan
Horan set up for a corner kick on
the far leFt side and sent it
screaming into the middle of the
box, where Tony Trabert alertly
headed the ball towards the goal.

Trabert’s shot sailed over
Reihner’s hands but nicked the
top of the crossbar.

““Tony has been playing
extremely well,”” Julian said.

As has Adams, who is a threat
to score whenever he touches the
ball.

The two teams played to a
scoreless tie after 40 minutes
and in the lockerroom at the half,
Coutts stressed the importance of
getting Adams the ball, and
allowing him to create.

1 told them at halftime that
for a player like Jason, the more
chances he has to score, the bet-
ter,”” C outts said. **Not only can
he score, but he draws the atten-
tion of the defense which creates
scoring opportunities for other
people.’”’

hat was the case on the
Cadets’ first goal. .

Adams fielded a pass and
worked his way towards the right
side of the field.

Swarmed under, Adams
moved left and alertly rifled a
pass into the middle where a
waiting Isaam Sawtarie accepted
the ball, took one dribble right
and fired a crossing shot to the
upper-left corner of the net.

The Cadets now must face a
Brooke team that defeated them
earlier in the season by a 4-1
count.

In that game, the Bruins took
advantage of a few Linsly mis-
takes, so Coutts knows that this
time around, his club must be on
its game,

““That’s actually how we are
used to winning,”” Coutts said of
the manner in which Brooke
claimed victory in their previous
meeting. *'I know the kids were
rooting for Brooke in the first
game. -

*‘This time we will have to
capitalize on the opportunities
we get and limit our mistakes.

For the four-time defending
champion Cadets, this year will
mark their 11th trip to the finals.

This will also be the first time
since 1999 that the OVAC Cup
final will not be a meeting
between Linsly and Wheeling
Park.

In that year, the Patriots beat
Brgoke for the championship.

Brooke 3, Zanesville 1

At Wheeling, Mike Oliver
scored two goals and Josh Whitt
added another as Brooke
advanced to the OVAC Cup
finals for the first time since
1999,

Oliver scored the first and last
goals for the Bruins, the final
coming on a break away when he
was fed by teammate Chad
Vargo.

He took the pass and raced
towards Blue Devils keeper
Adam Grosshandler firing it
passed him for the game’s final
taily.

It's a strong finish for the
Bruins (10-2-2), who had gotten
off to a slow start early in the
game, allowing Zanesville to
control the tempo.

*‘But we were able to over-
come that, and advance to the
finals with a solid win over a
good team,

Marcus Masser finished with
sevens saves for the Bruins, who
will take on Linsly Monday
evening at Wheeling Island.
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That contest
will begin at 5:30 p.m.
on the recently-cleaned ProGrass
surface of Wheeling Island
Stadium.

Of the Patriots eight blankings
this season, two have come in
this fall’s edition of the OVAC
Cup. Park opened tournament
play last week with a 9-0 tri-
umph over Weirton Madonna.

Saturday’s victory marked
Park’s second victory of the sea-
son over the Maroon Knights.
The first win, back on September
2, was also a shutout (2-0).

As the West Virginia state
tournament draws nearer, Taylor
is pleased with how his team
continues to improve.

“I’'m happy with our overall
play,” he said, as raindrops
dripped from the brim of his
cap.”It was a very nice win.
Central is a pretty good team.”

Meanwhile, Maroon Knights
mentor Scott Hanna left the field
equally impressed by Park’s
showing.

“I have to give a lot of credit
to their team,” he said, after
watching his squad drop to 10-3-
1 on the season.

“They’re solid in all positions
and are really strong in the
back.”

That meant we didn’t have a
heck of lot of opportunities to
shoot. And when we did, their
keeper made some pretty good
saves.”

Park started out on the offen-
sive early on, continually racing
up the field and putting pressure
on Maroon Knights' goalkeeper
Kristen DeSantis.

That persistance paid off near-
ly ten minutes into the opening
haif as Brooke Basilone connect-
ed with Casselyn Aderholt,
who's shot hit the left side of the
net to give the Patriots (10-2-1)
an early 1-0 advantage.

Taylor felt it was imeperative
to net the early lead.

“We wanted to score our
goals early and get the other
team to play from behind,
instead of us,” he noted. -

Less then ten minutes later,
the Patriots scored again, as
Elizabeth Marshall found the
back of the net, thanks to an
assist from Basilone, that made it
a 2-0 contest.

While the Maroon Knights
trailed by just a pair of goais at
the half, all of the stats leaned in
Park’s favor. The Patriots tallied
11 shots on goal, as opposed to
Central's one.

“We wanted to Keep them
from controlling the midfield,
which they did early on,” Hanna
said.

Park's offensive assault con-
tinued early in the second half.
Lauren Smith scored the first of
her two second-half goals eight
minutes into the half with an
unassisted tally that made it 3-0.

Her other goal, the team’s
final of the day, came with near-
ly two minutes remaining in the
contest.

While the Maroon Knights
were able to get closer to a goal
in the second half, Patriots goal-

“keeper Jill Wright, who finished

with saves, didn’t allow a goal.
Weir 1, Brooke @

At Hannig Field, Melissa
Henry recorded the game's only
goal with 23:01 remaining in the
game to send the Red Riders to
their first appearance in the
OVAC Cup championship game.

‘Weir will face Wheeling Park
for the title Monday at 5:30 p.m.
at Wheeling Island Stadium.

The Red Riders will become
just the fourth school in confer-
ence history to-advance to the
title tilt.



Brooke
Topples
Linsly

Bruins’ 2-0 win gives them first
title in five championship tries

By DON CLEGG
For The Intellipencer

The fifth time proved to be the charm for the
Brooke High boys’ soccer team Mouda‘ulight.

Junior standouts Josh Whitt and Mike Oliver
knocked in first-half goals and senior keeper Marcus
Mosser made them stand up as the Bruins (11-2-2)
blanked Linsly, 2-0, in the finals of the 14th annual
‘ OVAC Cup at Wheeling Island
Stadium.

It was the fifth time a Brooke
H{;h team had advanced to the
OVAC Cup title tiit but Monday
e night marked the first time the

Bruins were able to take the
OVAC Boys championship hardware home

with them., -
Soccer FinaL “I can’t tell you how

excited I am for these kids,”
exclaimed Brooke head coach Eric Fries after tear-
ing himself away from the fans who had flooded
onto the stadium tuef to join the celebration,
“I've been at Brooke for eight years but this is
only the second time we've gotten here since I came.
‘I didn’t realize at the time how big a deal this
EJ?S but I knew exactly what it meant to everybody
s year.” .

e Bruins had beaten Linsly, 4-1, during the
regular season to claim the OVAC First Division
championship but Fries said he knew the Cadets
(10-8-0) would come out with all guns blazing in
search of their fifth consecutive OVAC Cup crown.

With that in mind, Fries said it was up to his play-
ers to match Linsly’s intensity and they came
through with flying colors. :

Please See BROOKE, Page 15

Photo by Alax Kozlowsk

Linsly's Issam Sawtarie- dribbles past Brooke's
Aleks Kins durin‘g[hthelr OVAC Cup soccer

maich Monday at Wheeling Island Stadium.

Patriots
Scoot Past
Red Riders

 Wheeling Park avenges earlier

defeat with title game shutout

By DON CLEGG
For The Intelligencer
Motivation wasn’t a problem for Wheeling Park
irls’ soccer coach Aubrey Taylor coming into
o_nda{;vn_ight’s 10th annual OVAC Cup final
against Weir High at Wheeling Island Stadium.
His Patriots (11-2-1) avenged a regular-season
: loss to the Red Riders (9-4-3) in
impressive style, holding the
First Division champs without a
single shot in the second half en
route to a 3-0 victory.,
L7 " “T _dilcsin’t hav&:,:l to d? a lot to get
e girls pumped up for tonight’s
OVAC GinLs ame,” smilcgiTaﬁl?r. “Thc%r’vc
een waiting for this one ever
Soccer FINAL tsjincc they (Weir) beat us the first
mc.]“ .

That regular-season setback was Wheeling Park’s
first loss to an OVAC team in several seasons and
the scrappy Red Riders nearly drew first blood
again Monday night.

Just four minutes into the contest, Weir cleared a .

high ball out of its own end and it took a long
bounce over the heads of the Patriot defense.

. The Red Riders’ Melissa Henry - the team’s lead-
Ing scorer with 15 goals and 10 assists - won the
race to the ball and sprinted in on Park keeper Jill

erifht.
enry fired from 15 yards out but didn’t catch it
clean and the bail sailed directly into Wright’s wait-
ing hands,

Please See PATRIOTS, Page 15
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Wheeling Park’s Loren Mueller is defended by Weir's Liana Bamabei during their OVAC Cup

girls’ soccer final at Wheeling Island Stadium on Maonday.

Photo by Alex Kozlowski

Patriots

{Continued from Page 13)

“We had a chance to jump out
with that first goal,” said Weir
head coach Bill Giebell, “but we
just had a little bit of a miscue,”

Granted that reprieve, Wheel-
ing Park turned up the defensive
heat and the Red Rider attack
wilted.

Weir never got another shot on
net the rest of the night and was
held to just two shots for the
entire game.

“Qur three defenders 1pla ed
very well tonight,” said Taylor.
“Sarah (Bizanovich) had a- great
game in terms of position and
pressure and our two markers
(Kelly Kresen and Julie Warner)
were excellent.

“That's two freshmén and a
sophomore back there and [ was
very happy to see them play so
well in such a big game.”

With Weir unable to mount a
threat, the field seemed to tilt
toward the Patriots® offensive
end.

Weir keeper Stephanie Foster
was able to weather the storm for
a little while but The Park broke
through in the 13th minute,

Lauren Thomas sent & ball back
inte the middle where Arlene
Wheeler had time to settle it and
draw a bead from 30 yards out.

Wheeler's well-placed drive
whistled just over a legping Fos-
ter's outstretched hand and just
under the crossbar for the first
goal of the game.

Foster and the hard-working
Weir High defense were able to
keep the Patriots off the board for
the rest of the half but it seemed
only a matter of time before the
Patriots would break through
again.

The second goal came in the
I1th minute of the second half
when Lauren Smith created some
space at the top of the box and fed
it over to Olivia Moray, who
banged it home from 15 yards
out,

Thomas closed out the scoring
in' the 29th minute of the second
half when she collected a feed
from Jenna Forzano and bent a
g_rgtly shot just inside the left post

m 20 vards out.

“We have a lot of gitls with

ood offensive skills,” said Tay-
or, who coached the Patriot boys

to a pair of OQVAC Cup crowns
during an earlier stint at the Ohio
County consolidation.

“This is one of the more talent-
ed teams I've been associated
with. They knew how to move the
ball around before I got here. I'm
Lust trying to help them along a
ittle bit.”

Wheeling Park finished with a
15-2 advantage in shots but the
Red Riders were willing to write
it off as just a bad night and
would like nothing better than a
rubber match in the West Virginia
sectionals.

“I guess that makes it 1-1
between us this season,” said
Giebell, “They seemed to think
the first game was a fluke. Well,
that was the game we outplayed
them. We got outplayed tonight
but I'm pretty sure we'll see them
again.”

OVAC Cup Champlonship
{at Wheellng Isiand Stadlum)
Whesling Park 3, Weir 0
WP — Goals: Wheslar, Maoray,
Thomas, Assists: Thomas, Smith,
Forzano, Gozlkeaper: Wright {1 save); We
—- Goalkeapar: Foster (6 saves)
Shots; Whaalln? Park 15, Wair 2
Corners: Wheellng Park 2, Weir 0

Brooke

{Continued from Page 13)

“I could feel it in the locker
room,” he said. “We’'ve got 10
seniors on this team and they
wanted this one badly.

“It seems like Linsly and
Wheeling Park have just been
Brooke’s nemesis pver the years,
We'd be right behind them but
couldn’t quite get over the hump.

“We've got 10 seniors on this
team and I could feel it in the
locker room. I told them it was
their time and their game to win
and they just went out and did it.”

The two teams locked horns in
an entertaining first half in which
both squads came up with excel-
lent scoring chances,

The Bruins, however, were the
team that had the answer when
opportunity came knocking.

Whitt took the goose egg of
the Brooke side of the scoregoard

in the 28th minute when he came
swooping in on the right side to
collect a rebound and tip it into
the top left hand corner 0? the net.

The backbreaker for the Cadets,
however, came five minutes laer.

Oliver was trying to tun down
2 long ball that carried into the
Linsly box but an alert Reihner
saw him coming and came off his
line to grab the bouncing ball,

As Reihner prepared to punt
the ball out of danger, it suddenly
seemed to slip from his hands and
Oliver was able to poke it free.

Reihner lost his footing as he
tried to recover and Oliver danced
deftly away and slid the ball into
the ggn net for a 2-0 lead,

“That was a big goal,” agreed
Cadet head coach Dave Coufts. “1
guess the ball was a little damp
and slipped off his gloves but give
the Brooke kid credit for hustling

and being right there.”

Senior Jason Adams had scored
30 goals coming into the night and
junior Tssam Sawtarie had six
godls and a team-high 13 assists,

*“That’s the thing that amazed
me,” said Fries, “Not just winning
but to shut out Adams and Saw-
tarie for an entire game. That’s
quite a feat.”

Despite seeing his run of four
OVAC Cup championships come
to an end, Coutts was gracious in
defeat,

“Give them credit,” he said.
They beat us twice so it wasn't a
fluke.”

OVAC Cup Championship
{at Wheeding [sland Stadium)
Brookes 2, Linsly 0

B — Goala: Whitt, Ollver. Goalkasper:
Maosser (13 saves); L — Goalksepar: Rgi-
hner (9 savas)

Shots: Brooke 13, Llnshf 18

Corners: Brooks 7, Linsly &




