
OVAC Coach of the Year 

T•L Photo 

GIVING his acceptance speech at the annual OVAC Banquet of Champions Monday 
evening at WesBanco Arena is Bellaire head basketball coach Gene Ammirante who 
received the OVAC Coach of the Year Award after guiding the Big Reds to the Division Ill 
state tournament this past winter. 



OV AC Coach of the Year 

Ptlo10 by Soon McCloskey 

Bellaire High School boys' baskelball coach Gene Ammirante holds the plaque awarded to him aner he received the 
OVAC Wheeling News-Register Bit! Van Home Coach of the Year award at the Banquet of Champk>ns Monday at 
~esBanco Arena. Stan~ng with Co~ch A.mrnirante are, kom left, daughter Lindsey, son Jerry. wite Pam, and Wheel­
ing Newspapers executive sports editor Nick Bedway, who presented tne award. 
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Shenandoah's Wesson among finalists 
for OVAC 'Coach of the Year' award 
Banquet of Champions slated Monday in Wheeling 
JEFF HARRISON 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

WHEELING, W.Ya. -The 
Ohio Valley Athletic 
Confcrcnc..: will pul a bow on 
the 2003-04 school year 
Monday evening at the annual 
Banquet of Champions at 
WesBaJ)(:O Arena. 

Among 1hc highlights of the 
evening will be the presentation 
of the OVAC "Coach of the 
Year·· award, sponsored by the 
Wheeling News-Register, and 
one of the local area's coaches is 
among the finalists. 

Shenandoah High 's Dan 
Wesson was selected as a finalist 
for the award along with two 
coaches each from Bellaire and 
Oak Glen. Bellairc's boys' bas­
ketball coa<.:h Gene Ammirante 
and footbal I coach John 
Magislro. along with Oak Glen 
boys · ba~kctball coach Dave 
Smith and wrestling coach Larry 
Shaw ,1oin Wesson as finalists . 

Wesson guided the Zcps to 
their first-ever undefeated regu­
lar sea~on and a third consecu­
tive trip to the OHSAA Division 
V state playoffs. Shenandoah 
advanced 10 the Region 19 
finals, defeating Minford (47-6) 
and Whcclersburg (28- 14) 
before falling to Amanda­
CleJrcreek ( 13-12). 

Wesson's also pocketed the 
OYAC Cla~s 2-A championship 
and the Pioneer Valley 
Conference crown. 

The 2003 Eaqcrn District 
Division V "Coach of the Year", 

Past OVAC 'Coach of the Year' winners 
1969 • Frank Baxr.:r, Bridgeport (boys' basketball): 1970 - Ht:nry 

Lazasz, Warren Consolidated (boys' basketball); 1971 - Chuck Watt, 
Steubenville (boys' basketball); 1972 - Tom Korab. Steubenville 
Catholic Central (football): 1973 - Lou Nocida. Sistersville (football); 
1974-79 • none selected; 1980 - Jim Thomas. Wheeling Central (foot­
ball); 1981 - John Stanko. Bishop Donahue (boys' basketball); 1982 • 
Mel Coleman. Wintersville (boys' basketball): 1983 - George "Skip' 
Prosser, Wheeling Centr.il (boys· basketball); 1984 • Mark Huffman. 
Skyvut! (boys· basketball): 1985 - Reno Saccoccia. Steubenville (font­
ball); 1986 - P;111I 'Bud" Billiard, Brooke (football); 1987 - Gcmge 
Strager, St. Clairsville (football): 1988 • David LaMnllc. Bridgepui'I 
(wrestling); 1989 • Reno Saccoccia, Steubenville (football); 1990 -
Chuck Watt, Steubenville (boys' basketball): 1991 • Paul 'Bud' Billian.1. 
Brooke (football): 1992 • Jim Potts. Cameron (wrestl ing) .u1d Gene 
Ford, Cambridge (boys· basketball); 1993 - Dave Kovaltck. Barnesville 
(football); 1994 - Fred Heatherington, Steubenville (b,1seball); 1995 -
Sam Andy. Wheeling Park (boys' baske1ball); 1996 - John J\.bgislro, 
Bellaire (football); 1997 - Mike Linsky, Juhn M.ir~hall (football); 1998 
- Dee Davis. Wheeling Park (girl~' basketball); 1999 • Wayne Neely, 
Weir (football): 2000 - Larr) Shaw, Oak Glen (wrestling); 2001 -Ti:rry 
Edwards, Wheeling Central (baseball); 2002 - Cra11:: Schncitl. ~lagnolia 
(track); 200:l - Jim Thomas. Wheeling Central (footb,1II l. 

Wesson sports a seven-year 
record of 53-24 at Shenandoah. 

Ammirante guided Bcllairc's 
basketball team to its first-ever 
OHSAA Sl.ite Tournament 
appearance 111 Div1s1on Ill as 
well as the OVAC Class 3-A 
championship; Magistro led the 
Big Reds' football team to the 
OHSAA Div1s1on IV 

A); Buckeye Loe.ti (4-AJ. 
Golf - Lin.,lv t I-A\ Ri,cr L:! • 

A); MeadcJwbrook (3-A). 
Wheeling P.irk (4 A J, 

Boys' socci:r - L1nsly (D-1), St 
Clairsville t D-11 ); Steuben\! le 
Catholic (D Ill ). 

Gtrls ' soccer - Wheeling Park 
(D-1), John Marshall (D Il l'. 
Weirton Madonna (D•lll ) 

state semifinal$; and /4'\J!V --
the OYAC Class 3-A , ~ 
title; Smith led Oak: c:::::, ~ 

SoftbJ.11 - St. John 
Central ( I A J: Mon rm: 
Central ( 2-A J. 
Magno! ia (3-A ). 

Glen's boys' basket- ., 
ball team to an unde- ~;, li', 

Wheeling Park (4-A). 
Boys· swimming -

Brooke (big school); 
Linsly (sm,1II school). 

feated regular season 
and the West Virginia 
Class 2-A state tour-

~ ,~ 

~~U!~' 
narnent; and Shaw 
guided Oak Gll!n lO the West 
Virginia Class 2-A and OYAC 
overall wrestling titles. 

All of the conference's team 
champions will be honored, 
including: 

Boys· ba~ketb,111 - Front1e1 ( I• 
A); Fort Frye (2-A): O<tk Glen (3 
A): Beaver Loc,il (4-A). 

Girls' ba~ketball Bcallsv1lle ( I­
A); River (2-A); M.ignoha t3·A); 
Wheeling Park (4-A). 

Cheerleading - Paden City ( I­
A ); Wheelrng Central (2-A); St. 
Clairsville ( 3· Al, Brooke (4 A). 

Boys' cro~~ country • St. John 
Central ( l -A/2-A ); St. Clairsville 
'1-l\\• R1r!'l{t>V.- f nc:,1 U-A l 

Girls' swimmmg 
Br<xike (big school). 
Bamesv1lle (small school). 

Bo) s' tennb - Lin~I) (O\"erall )_ 
Girl\· tenn i\ - Wheeling P;111-. 

(over.1II). -
Boys' lr,Kk L 111~ly t I ;\ L 

Wheeling Centr,il (2 A); Bellaire 
(3 A); Wheeling Park (4-AJ. 

Girls' track - St. John Centr,d I -
_A): Rarne,,·i llc (2 ;\ ); Bcl!am: • \ 
A 1; W.:1r H 1\J. 

Volleyball I ronucr < I \ l, 

Wellsville (2 AJ: St. Clairwtlle 
(3-A); East Liverpool (4-A) 

Wrest I I11g - Shad: \ide ( I-.'\/ . 
Caldwell (2 A) ; Oak Glt.:n (3 \ , 
Buckeye Lm·al (➔-A). 

Baseball - Weirton Mado11n<1 ! I -
A); Steubenville Ca1hol1<. (2-1\ ,; 
Meadm\ hrook (3 A i. Buckc", t: 


