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Sunday, October 14, 2001

Indian Creek, Madonna,
Edison, Trail capture
OVAC volleyball crowns

By RICK DeLUCA

Times Leader Sports Writer’

OVAC 3-A

On unfamiliar ground, Indian
Creek strolled into the OVAC
playoffs with a rare title - the No. 4
seed, but the Lady Redskins did
what they were accustomed to do-
ing - winning.

After disposing of top-seeded
Oak Glen in the semi-finals, the La-
dy Redskins held off a gutsy bunch
from St. Clairsville en route to an
unprecedented fifth OVAC Class 3-
A title with a [5-10, 15-3 win
over the Lady Red Devils at Union
Local High Schooi in Morristown
Saturday morning.

Coach Erin DeSantis' Indian
Creek netters, winners of four pre-
vious OVAC 3-A title matches
boosted their record to 17-5.

St. Clairsville, coached by Greg
Bizzarri and Jay Tazar, saw their
record dip to 15-7 with the day's
split. The Lady Devils topped sec-
ond-seeded Martins Ferry in the
other semi-final, 15-13, 15-8.

In the championship finals, Indian
Creek jumped out to a 9-0 lead in
the first set, before the Lady Red
Devils battled back to pull to with-
in 12-9. In the second set, the win-
ners opened another big lead at 11-
0 before St. C got on the boards,

Mindy Batton led the winners
past §t. C. with 12 spikes, seven
kills, five blocks and three points.
NaNa Taylor added 12 spikes, nine
kilis and two points while Liz Bot-
torf had seven spikes, four kills, six
points, 52 sets and 30 assists.

Krissy Siburt helped the Lady
Redskins with seven spikes, three
kills and eight points while Denise
McNeman had five spikes and
three kills. Kelly Mackle had five
points, 17 sets and six assists,

St. C was paced by Lindsay Pic-
colini in the finals with 12 kills,
eight blocks and four assists. Juli-
- ette McNamara had four assists, six
points and one ace. Erin Rose
closed with three points and two
blocks while Bethdny Stranges had
six kills.

"They were determined," DeSan-
tis said after the win. "They decid-
ed that they wanted to win this
(OVAC) for the fifth time because
they knew that nobody else had
probably done that before.

“They had a goai ond they want-
ed to reach that goal with or without
all the starters," she added, pointing
out that her Creek netters were still
playing without one starter and with
a second still not playing at 100
percent. "I took my chances with
this schedule (regular season), but
we knew that if we wanted to get
better that's what we needed to do.”

In Creek's win over Oak Glen,
Batton had 12 spikes, seven kills
and five points, Taylor added 20
spikes and 12 kills, Bottorf closed
with 13 spikes, five kills, 47 sets
and 23 assists. Siburt had 14 spikes
and four kills while Muckle had
two points, 27 sets and 11 assists.

St. C's win over Martins Ferry
wis led by Piccolini with 10 kills,
nine blocks and six assists while
McNamard had nine points, one ace
and 10 assists. Stranges had 10
kills, Abbie Wojchowski had five
points and two blocks and Roe had
seven points.

Martins Ferry, falling to 17-4,
was led by Lindsay Coyne with
seven points and nine kills, Jessica
Jones with four points and six as-
sists, Jennifer Rice with seven
points, Holly Gavarkavich with four
kills and six blocks. Stephanie
Suiriano contributed six assists,
Bianca Piergallini had five blocks
and Shae Marchbank had five
spikes.

OVAC 4-A

Lynn Meyer knew just when to
come back to coaching and may not

' have known just how long it would

take to get on top.

Entering the OVAC tourney
with a sub-.500 record, Meyer's
Edison Wildcats pull off a mild up-
set with a thrilling three-set win
over 1999 4-A champion East Liv-
erpool in the big school title match
at Union Local High School in
Morristown Saturday afternoon.

In boosting their season mark to
10-10, Meyer's Lady Wildcats
leld off a tough Lady Potter squad,
15-12, 13-15, 15-11 in the title
match. Edison advanced to the fi-
nals witha 15-13, 8-15, 15-8 win
over Weir in the semi-finals.

East Liverpool, coached by vet-
eran Bob Shansky, gained the finals
with a 15-4, 14-16, 15-11 win
over Steubenville Bib Red in the se-
mi-finals. The Lady Potters were
OVAC champs in '98 and '99. Edi-
son was the '96 Class 4-A champi-
on.

*“We had a couple big leads and
let them come back in the game,
but the seniors came through,"”
Meyer said after the win. "They
wanted this bad and they did a good
job.

"It's hard to beat a team three
times in a year and East Liverpool
beat us twice this year,” the Lady
Wildcat coach added.

"They've been doing everything
and more than we've ask them.
They just get better and better
everytime we practice and every-
time we piay."

In the finals, Edison was paced
by Holly Cline with eight points,
two aces, 23 spikes, eight kills and
10 blocks. Trista Plunkett had 25
spikes and six Kills, Jenny Kovalsky
added 10 points, 76 sets and 14 as-
sists and Sam Steele had eight
points. :

Shana Keenan closed with 11
spikes and two kills.

Amber Cronin had 11 spikes and
three blocks and Leah Snyder had
44 sets and four assists.

East Liverpool was paced by
Ashley Shaw with 24 spikes and
two kills, Krystal Adkins had 25
spikes and 10 kills and Rachael
Shansky had 84 sets and 32 assists,

OVAC 1-A

Weirton Madonna has played
just one match on its home floor
this season, so the Lady Blue Dons
are accustomed to playing on the
road.

Second-seeded Madonna twice
rallied from huge deficits to pall
off a major upset as the Lady Blue
Dons swept top-seeded and defend-
ing champion Cameron, 15-12, 15-
11, inthe Class I-A OVAC cham-

pionships at Union Local High.

School in Morristown Saturday af-
ternoon.

Coach Dawn Hawthorne's Lady
Blue Dons boosted their record to
11-7 on the season with the two
wins on Saturday. Madonna topped
St. John Central, 9-15, 15-4, 15-8
in the semi-finals.

Cameron, entering the playoffs
with a4 17-1 season mark needed
three sets to dispose of a youthful
Bridgeport ¢lub in the other semi-fi-
nal, 15-2, 12-15, 15-2.

"I'm very pleased with my girls,"
Hawthorne said after the win. "We
hadn't beaten Cameron and we lost
to them in the finals last vear, so it
meant a [ot to us."

In the title match, Sarah Setcav-
age led the winners with 11 spikes,
10 kifls and four blocks while Jan-
na Lamantia added seven points and
five assists. Laurie Reis had five

points, five spikes while Amanda
Cox had 10 points, six aces and
SeVen assists.

Sara Courtwright led Camemn
with seven points and five assists
while Ashley Porter closed with
five points, two aces and three
spikes. Chelsa Walton had eight
kills.

In the semis, Setcavage paced
the Lady Blue Dons with six
points, three aces, four spikes and
six kills. Amy Switzer added six
points and four spikes while
Chante]l Wujtow had four assists,
two blocks, two kills and four
spikes.

St. John Central fell to 9-12 and
was led by Angie Soos with .14
points, six aces and four digs while
Lindsay Bowman had 26 spikes
and nine kills. Alyson Poland added
12 spikes and four kills and Cassie
McConnaughy had four points, six
digs and eight assists. Samantha
Misenhelder had four kills. .

In the other semi-final, Dana
Mroczkowski paced the Lady Bull-
dogs with four points, five spikes,
two kilis. Courtney Tomolinis had
four points and three assists,
Brandy Burghy had three points
and two biocks, Erin Harding added
14 spikes, three kiils and three as-
sists and Brittany Grover closed
with 19 spikes.

OVAC 2-A

Buckeye Trail coach Jeff Beros
has been out of the winnet’s-circle
at the OVAC tournament the past
few years, but his Lady Warriors
netters are back.,

Commg off a hard-earned three
set win over Steubenville Central in
the Semi-finals, Trail surprised pre-
viously unbeaten Wellsville, 15-10,
15-6 in the Class 2-A Title match
of the OVAC voileybail tournament
at Union Local high school in Mor-
riston Saturduy night.

With the win, Beros' netters
boosted their record to 18-4 on the
season. Wellsville the dominant
force in the OVAC this season, lost
for the first time this season after
winning 21 straight.

Trail advanced to,the finals with
an exciting 15-4, 10-15, 15-3 win
over Steubenville Central.
Wellsville moved into the title
match with a 15-8, 13-2 over Fron-
tier.

“We have had trouble this year
putting together two consecutive
good games,” Beros said referring
to the semi-final win.

“I feel our schedule is a lot
tougher than their schedule,” he
added. “So I think it is a bit mis-
leading with us coming in 17-4 and
their record at 21-0. I told our girls
that the pressure is on them. It took
our girls a while to believe, and
then the momentum switched our
way.”

in the championship, Bethzmy
Lucas, who had cclipsed the schpol
record for kills in the semis, paced
the winners with nine points 18
spikes nine kills and five blocks.

Katie Powell added eight points
to the lady Warrior attack while
Jaime Stafford finished with 19
spikes, 13 kills and nine blocks,
Katie Canel had 30 assists.

Wellsville was paced by Dana
Flint who closed with five points.

In their semi-final win over Cen-
tral the Lady Warriors were led by
Lucas who finished with 39 spikes,
24 kills and 14 blocks. Powell
added 10 points, Stafford added 36
spikes 12 kills and six blocks while
Canel had 35 assists and Jen Tre-
herne closccl with 12 points and one
ace.

Katie Stanley led Wellsville in
its win over Frontier collecting
eight points.



OVAC gri

d races close [OVAC Grid

following week seven

By RICK DeLUCA
Times Lender Sports Writer

John Marshall.

Tohn Marshall, improving to 5-2 over the weekenc},

¢ Just when it appeared that some of the leaders in the
OVAC division races were putting some room between
themselves and the competition, Week Seven hap-

ned.

* East Liverpool, Monroe Central and Martins Ferry,
feaders the previous week, suffered tough losses over
the weekend and with the exception of Monroe Central,

the losses were costly.

. While coach Jay Circosta’s Seminoles were
losing for the first time this season against
- Shenandosh, their lead in the OVAC’s Class 2-
A race remained somewhat secure as runnerup
Wheeling Central dropped its second straight
~'decision. Third-place Shadyside handed Bishop
Donahue a 79-0 setback, yet Saw its average drop.
. Monroe Central continued to lead the 2-A race with
its 6-1 record by 8.6 points over Wheeling’ Central and
14.3 points over Shadyside. Continuing to make its

move is Wellsville which improved to 4-3 with an im-
pressive win over Toronto and jumped into fourth

place.

loss to Edison over the weekend.

The Potters, the only other unbeaten OVAC tean
heading into last weekend’s action, saw its 16.7-point
tead of a week ago slip to just 1.5 over second place

In Class 1-A, state-ranked East Liverpool’s apparent
invincible lead was dealt a major blow with the Potter

the leader.

is being challenged by East Liverpool’s conqueror, Edi-
son, for the second spot. Coach Dave Everson’s Wild-
cats of Edison boosted their record to 5-2 and moved
ahead of Steubenville into third just 7.5 points behind

Big Red did increase its total with a win over
Zanesville on Friday, but slipped to fourth. '
Just two weeks after Monroe Central and Wheeling

Ceniral broke their tie atop the 2-A board, Mar-

tins Ferry’s hard-luck loss to Indian Creek on
Friday slipped the Purple Riders into a dead-
Jock with the Redskins in the Class 3-A race.
Coach Dave Bruney’s Riders lost for only the
second time this season on Friday to coach Bri-
an Mays' Creek and the loss was enough to
wipe out a 13.3-point lead of 2 week ago and put
the two teams in a dead heat. ,

Oak Glen and Shenandoah give the 3-A race its oth-
er.tie as the two teams are deadlocked for third place
with identical 4-3 records and 47.1 averages. The later
pair is just 2.9 points behind the leaders.

St. John Central was the lone OVAC leader (o ex-
tend its lead as the Fighting Irish’s weekend win boost-
ed their lead to 7.1 points over three Class 1-A teams

tied for second place.

While the Irish’s 5-2 record is good for first, Paden
City, Weirton Madonna and Cameron, all at 5-2, are
knotted in sgcond.

OVAC Volleyball pairings set

"o EL, Oak Glen, Wellsville, Cameron ea

By RICK DeLUCA
Times Leader Sports Writer

. What a difference a week
maz;.lkes? Not in OVAC girls' volley-
batl.

With the top four teams qualify-
ing for this week’'s OVAC playoff
tournament at Union Local High

School, the list of qualifiers was fi-°

nalized with the release of this
week's conference standings.
Surprisingly, only one tcam that
was among the top four in any of
the classes last week failed to ad-
vance this week. '
While East Liverpoo!, Oak Glen,
Wellsville and Cameron head into
this weekend’s playoffs as top seeds
in their respective divisions, only
Fort Frye will be staying home after
holding the fourth spot in the Class
2-A race a week ago. The Lady
Cadets slipped to fifth behind Fron-
tier this week and failed to qualify.
_Class 3-A action over the past
week provided the only change in
leadership as Indian Creek, which
has led the 3-A division each week
over the past three years, dropped
from first to fourth. Coach Erin De-
gantis’ Lady Redskins posted a 5-3
mark over the past week and as a

result fell 8.9 points off the lead.
Oak Glen, which owns a 24-4

‘overall record and a 15-3 mark in

the conference, has taken over the

lead in 3-A and in doing so, gained

the top seed in this week’s playoffs.
Coach Tom Suriano’s Martins Fer-
1y netters grabbed the second seed
as they closed the regular season at
17-3, 7.5 points behind the Lady
Bears.

St. Clairsville, is a lone point be-
hind the Lady Riders in third with a
14-5 season mark.

In Class 4-A, only one team

owns a winning record as East Liv-
erpool and its’ 11-7 record nailed
down the top seed as the Lady Pot-
ters of coach Bob Shansky hold a
10.3-point lead over runnerup Edi-
son, at 8-9.

Weir's steady climb has enabled

the Lady Riders to take the third-

spot with their 6-7 mark while two
points separate third and fourth
place with Steubenviile grabbing
the final spot with its 7-10 record.

Wellsville is the only unbeaten
in the OVAC and the Lady Tigers
of veteran coach Dave McKinstry
easily took the top spot in the Class
3-A race.

At 18-0, Wellsville earned the

rn top seeds

top-seed by a_11.7-point margin
over Buckeye Trail.

Coach Jéff Beros® Lady Warriors
earned the second seed with a fine
14-3 mark and a 50.9 average.
Steubenville Central is third with a
13-6 mark and is six points behind
the Lady Warriors. Frontier nailed

“down the final 2-A spot by edging

Fort Frye b
stands at 1
14-4,

Cameron coasted to a top seeg in
the Class 1-A race as the Lady
Dragons of coach Sam Bayza hold
a 14-1 record and a 13.8-point lead
over second place Weirton Madon-
na. The Lady Blue Dons, at 7-7, are
the only other team in 1-A with a
.500 or better record.

St. John Central, at 8-9, snared
the third spot closing the week 3.9
points behind Madonna. Bridgeport,
which along with Linsly posted a 7-
11 mark, grabbed the fourth spot,
finishing three points ahead of the
Lady Cadets.

Ironically, Class 4-A leader East
Liverpool and Class 1-A leader
Cameron closed with point aver-
ages below that of the fourth place
finishers in both the Class 3-A and
2-A races.

3.2 points. Frontier
-3 while Fort Frye is

* Danotes OVAL p

Standings

CLASS 4-A
W L CP Ave
East Liverpool 6 1 440629
John Marshall 5 2 430614
Edison 5§ 2 3905567
*Staubenville 5 2 370528
Beaver Local 4 3 250357
Wheeling Park 2 4 190317
Brooke 3 4 220314
*Zangsville 2 5 110157
Buckeya Local 1 6 100143
*Cambridge 1 8 80-11.4
Weir 1 6 50 7.1
CLASS 3-A .
Marting Ferry 5 2 1350500
indian Creek 5 2 350 50.0
QOak Glen 4 3 330471
Shanandoah 4 3 330 471
Magnolia 4 3 320467
Union Local 4 3 300429
Barnesville 5§ 2 280400
Bellaire 3 4 180 257
*Tyler Consolidated 4 3 180 25.7
St. Clairsville 1 6 70 10,0
*Meadowbrook 1 6 50 7.1
HarisonCentral 0 7 0 00

CLASS 2-A
Manroe Cantral 6 1 460 657
Whaeling Central 5 2 400 57.1
Shadyside B 1 360514
Wellsville 4 3 300429
Rivar 4 3 240343
~ Frortier 4 3 2302329
Toronto 5 2 210 300
*Steub. Central 3 4 170243
Caldwell 3 4 170243
Buckaye Trail 2 5 110157
Fort Frye 2 5 ap 12.9

CLASS 1-A
St. John Central 5 2 260373
*Paden City 5 2 210300
*Weirton Madonna & 2 210 30,0
*Cameron 5 2 210 300
*Linsly 3 4 140200
Beallsvills 1 6 40 5.7
Bridgeport i 6. 30 43
Bighop Donahue  © & 0 00

*Conotion Vallay 7 0 o0

0
Through games played 10/6/2001
* denotes team is ineligible for non-con-
ference bonus points.

CLASS 4-A
W L CP Ave
*EastLiverpogl 11 7 776 431
*Edison B O 558 328
*Welr 6 7 376 281
*Staubenville 7 10 460 274
Beaver Local 6 10 380 238
Brooke 8 12 370 208
Wheeling Park 4 10 226 1641
Cambridge 4 14 268 149
Zanesville A 17 180 9.5
Buckeye Locai 2 18 126 7.0
John Marshall 2 14 78 48
CLASS 3-A
*Oak Glen 15 3 1072 59.8
*Martins Ferry 17 3 1042 621
*8t, Clairsville 14 5 972 51.1
*“Indian Creek 14 5 o84 50.7
Meadowbrook 13 5 760 43.8
Bellaire 10 5§ 556 371
Shenandoah i0 8 588 327
Magnolia i0 9 568 299
Union Local g 9 530 294
Tyler Consolidated 12 7 546 28.7
Barnesville g 10 318 189
Harrison Central 8 11 332 195
CLASS 2-A ¢
*Wellsville 18 0 1126 628
*Buckeye Trail 14 3 866 50.9
*Steub. Central 13 6 854 44.9
*Frontier 14 3 742 436
Fort Frye 14 4 728 40.4
Monroe Central 12 5 652 38.4
Caldwell .7 B 406 27.4
River 3 14 162 85
Wheeling Central 4 13 148. 87
CLASS 1-A
*Cameron 14 1 558 372
“Walirlon Madonna 7 7 328 234
gt John Central 8 9 332 195
*Bridgeport 7 11 304 168
Linsly 7 11 250 1398
Bealisville 5 15 208 103
Conotton Valley 4 13 164 98
Paden City 5 13 186 9.2
Bishop Donahue 1 & 30 3.0
Mi. de Chantal 12 0 00

0
Through games Ia’yeé‘ 10/6/2001.
ayolf qualifier.

OVAC Pairings

The 2001 OVAC Girls Volleyball Playoff
Schedule Saiurd:kr, October 13 at Union Lo-
cal High School, Morristown

8:30 a.m. - Class 3-A (1) Oak Glen ve.{4)
Indian Creak on court #1; (2) Martins Farry vs.
(3) St. Clairsville on court #2. Finals to follow
immediately.

12 noon - Class 4-A {1) East Liverpool vs.
(4) Staubenvile on court #1; (2) Edison vs. (3)
Wair on court #2. Finals to follow immediately,

2:30 p.m. - Class 1-A {1) Camaron vs. {4)
Bridgaport on court #1; (2) Weirton Madonna
va, (3) St John Central on count #2, Finals to
follow immadialsly.

5 p.m. - Class 2-A (1) Wellsvilla vs. (4)
Frontisr on court #1; (2) Buckeye Trail vs. (3}
eeubenvills Central on court #2. Finals to fol-
low immediataly.



I'hoto by Scot McCluskey

" Cameron outside hitter' Tori Campbell (3) makes an overhead return
durlngdslaturday’s OVAC volleyball chamPlonshjps at Union Locul

High

col, The defending Class A cham

on Dragons werc upset in

the finals by Welrton Madoana, 15-12 15-11.

Blue Dons Stun Cameron
OVAC volleyball champions crowned

By RYAN GEORGE
Staff Writer

The Weirton Madonna girls vol-
leyball team hadn’t beaten Cameron
in two seasons.

Saturday afterncon at Union Local
High School they chose the perfect
time to play with confidence and the
result was a 15-12, 15-11 win that

ave them the OVAC Class A vol-
eyball championship. ‘

“We love playinﬁihem. It’s a real
nice rivalry,”’ snid Lady Dons head
coach Donna Hawthome.

" They're real good sports,

"I'm really excited for the girls.
They just worked so hard and every-
one was talking. I'm so proud."

Amanda Cox led the Blue Dons

with 10 points in the game, and used
strong serves to keep the momentum
swsgrmg in the direction of Medenna.

“*Qur serves are kind of our down-
fall,'” said Hawthorne, "'but she
{Cox) came through for us tonight
and we got a good job from every-
nody“‘!

Madonna came into the tourna-
ment7-7 but knocked off Bellaire St
John Central in the semifinals tn a
tough three-set match before upset-
ting the two-time defending champi-
on Dragons, who were a sizzling 14-
! during the regular season.

In the first game of the champi-
onship match, Madonna came from
behind to grab a late lead which held
up.
In the second game they rallied to
take a late lead again then frustrated
thic Lady Diagons to hold on for the
win,

Jana Lamantia finished with seven
points in the finals, and Lavrie Reis

ded five points for the Lady Dons,
eron’s Sara Courtwright fin-

i match with seven points,
Adpley r added five, and Annie

cBulley finished with four points.
Lady Dragons  beat
Bridgeport 15-2, 12-15,and 15-2 to
advance to ihe finals, . :

Chelsea Walton scored 13 points
in the semifinal, and Tori Campbell
added 14 points for Cameron.

Bridgeport's Courtney
Tomolonis, and Dana Mroczkowski
led the Lady Buildogs. with four
points each,

In the other Ciass A semifinal
match, the Blue Dons rallied past the
Irish 9-15, 15-4, 15-8 to advance to
the finals.

Reis scored nine points in the con-
test, while Amy Switzer and Sara
Setcavage added six points,

St. John Central got a [4-point
effort from Angie Soos, while Cassie
McConnaughy scored four.

Following are capsule wm?ups of
the day’s other three championship

."Final Fours."

CLASS AAAA
Finals
Edison d. East Live 1
15-12, 13-15, 1541
Jenna Kovalesky scored 10 ﬁoints
to lead the Wildcats past the No. 1-
seeded Potters in the big-school

final.
~Sam Stecle and Hollﬁ Cline
backed Kovalesky with eight points

each.

Lyndsey Shannon scored eight

goints for East Liverpool while

ritney Jordon helped out with seven
points.

Semifinals
Edison d, Welr
15-12, 13-15, 15-11

. Kovalesky scored 14 points and
Steele added seven as Edison sur-
vived a tough three-set semifinal
with the Red Riders.

Tiffany Board led Weir with 10
points while Jamie Russell finished
with nine. o

Enst Live | d. Steubenville
15-4, 14-16, 15-11

Rachel Shansky finished with 12
points to lead East Liverpool in scor-
in

g.
Jenna Bryan had 13 points for Big
Red. '
AER
CLASS AAA
Finals
Indian Creck d. St. Clairsville
15-16, 15-3
Krissy Siburt Siburt scored elght
ints for Indian-Creek and Sayessa
hsarce added five as the Creck rose
from the No. 4 seed to claim its fifth
straiﬁht triple-A crown,
The Lady Red Devils pot six
Foints from Jill McNamara and three
rom Erin Rose in the loss.
Semifinals
Indian Creek d. Oak Glen
- 15-13, 15-6
The Redskins punched their tick-
ct to the championship match by
sweeping the top-seeded Golden
Bears. Phsarce led the way with six
ints while Mindy Batton ndded
ive markers,

See, OVAC, Page 6B



"OVAC Volleyball tourney
unfolds Saturday at UL

By RICK DeLUCA
Times Leader Sports Writer

With the Class 4-A bracket guaranteed a new cham-
pion, three defending champs will return to Saturday's
QVAC Girl's Volleybali Championship Playoffs set for
Union Local High School in Morristown.

Four exciting regular season races set the stage for
four exciting championship matches last season and
this year’s tourney should be no different.

East Liverpool, Oak Gien, Wellsville and Cameron
head into Saturday’s playoffs as the top seeds in their
respective classes. Unbeaten Wellsville and once-beat-

_en Cameron enter the tourney as defending champions.

Coach Bob Shansky’s Lady Potters, Class 4-A
champs in 1999 and ‘98, earned the top “seed just as
they did a year ago. East Liverpoo! lost in the semi-fi-
nals to eventual OVAC champion Cambridge. The La-
dy Bobcats are the only 2000 champion not back to de-
fend its crown this season.

- Powerful Oak Glen, coached by Ethel Riser, earned
the top seed in Class 3-A.

The Lady Golden Bears were OVAC champions in
Class 4-A in ‘97 and Class 3-A in ‘96. Oak Glen will
have the task of dethroning four-time Class 3-A
champion Indian Creek.

. Indian Creek has been reigning as 3-A
OVAC champion since Oak Glen took
~ the 96 crown. Fans will not wait long
for a [C-OG matchup as the teams
.., square off in the tourmey opener at
' 9:30 a.m.

Wellsville, the OVAC's lane un-
beaten team at 18-0, will be looking
io hand veteran coach Dan McKinstry
a second straight OVAC crown on
Saturday as the Class '

" 2-A’s top seeded team. The defending 2-
A titlists are not strangers to the conference
playoffs, making numerous appearances during
McKinstry's long tenure.

Cameron easily grabbed the top seed in Class 1-A
and enteTs the OVAC playqﬂ"s as a two-time defending
champ. Coach Sam Bayza's Lady Dragons have held
the 1-A crown since dethroning Conotton Valley in
‘99, :

Saturday’s matchups in the semi-finals will present
as much excitement as the championship finals.

In the opener at 9:30 a.m., Class 3-A qualifiers
square off in the semi-finals with Oak Glen and Indian
Creek battling on Court #1 and second-seeded Martins
Ferry (17-3) taking on third-seeded St. Clairsville (14-
6) on Court #2. The titlc match will take place immedi-
ately following the semi-finals as will be the case in
each division.

At noon, 4-A semi-final action is slated to get un-
derway with Bast-Liverpool facing fourth-seeded
Steubenville on Court #1 and second-seeded Edison
matched up with third-seeded Weir on Court #2.

Slated to get underway at 2:30 p.m. are the Class 1~
A semi-final matches with Cameron battling fourth-
seeded Bridgeport on Court #1 and second-seeded
Weirton Madorna matching tips with third-seeded St
John Central on Court #2. |

Playoff action wraps up at 5 p.m. with Wellsville
taking to the nets against fourth-seeded Frontier on
Court #1 and second-seeded Buckeye Trail squaring
off with third-seeded Steubenville Central on Court #2.

Five qualifiers from the 2000 tourney failed to
earned a berth in this year’s tournament. Along with
Cambridge, qualifiers from a year ago that will not be
teturning to this year's tourney are Shenandoah, Mon-
roe Central, Brooke and Beallsville.

Buckeye Trail is another former champion having

taken the Class 2-A titles in 1998 and ‘96. St. John
Central is another past champion winning in ‘97 while
Edison earned the Class 4-A crown in ‘96. Since 1996,
only 10 different schools have held the four different
division titles in OVAC volleyball.

In Class 1-A, Bridgeport eamned another trip to the
playoffs after posting a pair of wins over St. John Cen-
tral and Linsly and single victories over Wheeling Cen-
tral, Weirton Madonna and Bishop Donahue.

Cameron breezed through a schedule that includes
multiple wins over Beallsville, Mt. de Chantai, Paden

.City and Valley while also knocking off Magnolia,

Bishop Donahue, Bridgeport, Wheeling Central and
West Greene.

St. John Central’s up-and-down season saw the La-
dy Irish score wins over Wheeling Central, Linsly and
Bishop Donahue twice and Paden City and Weirton
Madonna once. ‘

In Class 2-A, Buckeye Trail’s big school-loaded
schedule saw the Lady Warriors topple Wheeling Park,
Shenandoah, Zanesville, Cambridge and Caldwell
twice along with wins over Barnesville, Harrison Cen-
tral, Indian Valley and Tusky Central.

Frontier showed little signs of weakness to subduing

Fort Frye, St. Marys, River, St. John Central, John
Marshall, Tyler Consolidated, Shenandoah
and Beallsville.

Steubenville Central, anotber school
with a schedule top heavy in big school
competition, disposed of Linsly, Edi-
son, Harrison Central, Steubenville,
Martins Ferry, East Liverpool, Buck-
eye Local and Valley en route to its
playoff berth.
Wellsville completely dominated
in gaining wins over Harrison Central,

% East Liverpool, Oak Glen, Beaver Lo-
E“ cal, Brooke, Steubenville Central and

non-conference foes Jefferson Milton,
- Brookfield, Malvern, Southern and Lisbon.

In Class 3-A, Indian Creek won its first 10 games
and closed with & season that saw the Lady Redskins
edge opponents East Liverpool, Buckeye Trail, St.
Clairsville, Oak Glen, Weir, Strongsville, Logan, Edi-
son, Weir, Twinsburg and Villa-Angela St. Joseph.

Martins Ferry sailed through its schedule that in-
cluded wins over River, Steubenville Central, Buckeye
Local, Wheeling Park, Harrison Central, Bridgeport,
Union Local, Zonesville, Steubenville, Barnesville and
Bellaire.

Qak Glen started a little slow before racking up wins
over teams like Edison, East Liverpool, Weir, Beaver
Local, Wheeling Park, Magnolia, Weirton Madonna,
Meadowbrook, Indian Creek, Cambridge and Monroe
Central.

St. Clairsville finished another fine season with wins
over Buckeye Local, Union Local, Martins Ferry, .
Brooke, Harrtson Central, Bellaire, Cambridge,
Zanesville and Wheeling Park.

On Class 4-A, East Liverpool’s list of wins includes
Edison, Zanesville, Beaver Local, Buckeye Local,
Youngstown Rayen, Brooke, Steubenville Central, In-
dian Creek and Steubenville.

-Edison’s see-saw season watched the Lady Wildcats
knock off Steubenville, Buckeye Local and Brooke
twice along with Zanesville and Weir. :

Steubenville put wins together over Zanesville and
Buckeye Local twice and singles wins over East Liver-
pool, Weir and St. John Central.

Weir heads to the playoffs after posting wins over
Wheeling Park and Wheeling Central twice and
Steubenville and Brooke once.

Gates open for Saturday's playoffs at 8 n.m. with
ticket prices set at $5.00 for adults.
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Gracuation lossas: Marla Bullock, Jessica Bedl, Kal Stewart
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Senlors; none.
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ROSTER
Senfors; Lindsay Bowman, Cassie McConnaughy, Amber
mk i

Juniors; Tlemay , Angele Soos, Brianne To-
Sophomeles: Laurkehee Chasnick, Couriney Oglibes
L1 n ] X
Sagaskha Misanhaider,
Freshmen: Kaisiin Sehvertaon, Jestica Vavia,
MADONHA LADY BLUE DONS
Head coach: Donra Hawthorma (20 yoar)
Assistant ; None,
2001 recoed; 7-7.
2000 record; 22-7.
Gradiation Inssas: Magan Finnaran, Nathale Wuliow

A
BUCKEYE TRAIL LADY WARRHORS
Head toach; Jalf Blm(ﬂﬂlm')
Assislan! coach: Bosaver,
2001 record: 1
2000 raconet: 198,
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FRONTIER LADY COUGARS
mmmmuwm
Aszisianl coach: Bonna
2001 racord: 14-2,
2000 record: 12-7.
Graduation lgsses: Krisiin Dacker, Nicola Wise, Kendra Wesl,

ROSTER .
Suixs:AHuHaddahm,TrhhMum Tabl T
Juniors: Hristie Cochran, Kiislen Sammmmn.
Sqﬂuwumh_:ﬂaybm Prlngh Lauren Al
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ron, Emily Olmstead, Asitey
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Karotyn Dryadale, Achiay Meadows, Mada Deam.

CLAGS X-A
INDUAN CREEN LADY REDSKINS

: Michela Banfiekd, Barria Edaerty, Kerrl
Hichoias, Jassica mhﬁ

son, Kristin Femuson, Amber
Rashel Aheinhant

OAK GLEK
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. 2000 Champlons:
GIRLS Class 1-A Camearon
GIRLS Class 2-A Wallsville
GIBLS Class 3-A Indian Creak
GIRLS Class 4-A Cambridge
1989 Champlons;
GIRLS Class 1-A Cameron
GIRLS Class 2-A Shenandoah
GIRLS Class 3-A Indian Creak
GIALS Class 4-A East Liverpoal
1998 Champlons:
GIRLS Class 1-A Conotton Vallay
GIRLS Class 2-A Buckaye Trall

Recent OVAC Champions

GIALS Class 3-A Indlan Creek
GIRLS Class 4-A East Liverpool
1997 Champions;

GIRLS Class 1-A  St. John Central
GIRLS Class 2-A Shenandoah
GIRLS Class 3-A Indlan Creek
GIRLS Class 4-A Oak Glen

1896 Champlons

GIALS Class 1-A Conotlon Valiey
GIRLS Class 2-A Buckeye Trail
GIRLS Class 3-A Oak Glen
GIRLS Class 4-A Edison

SPORTS

Assiaianl coach: Bl PRWger

2001 rmcord: 159 (35-5}.

2000 recort: 3511

Gradua¥on kosses; Kara Amas, Lacay Cashdollar, Lindsey

Sanior: Emily Kincads, Jata Eckebenry, Kely Willama,
: Anoia Chaney, Jeria , Lisa Rowland,
Chaney, Ecklabarry, :

Sophomores; iy Margk,
Frashmen: % |
ST. LADY RED DEViLE
Hear coach: Bizzam and Jay Tazor {10t yoar)
Assistant coach: Piccolnl, Drake.
2001 record: 14-8,

2000 record: 214,
Graduation losses: Batany Piccolini, Katle Kubica, Jassica
Jonnlier Moore.

ACS
meim: Liktsay Pcoobinl, Exin Ross, Taws Fuder, Abble

oxchowski
Juniors; Jill McNaman,
Wmmwm,MSwm

ke,
Freshmen: Jamia

L)
Head coach: Bob Shansky L
Mmudrﬂadcyhgf‘
2001 record: 11+7.
2000 racord: 11-11.
Graduation Ineses: Rand Amoid, THtany White.

S.l%bu&nnsln Erhk?tgal Dani
Sdmim

Brandt. Krisen Mort, Mok
mwm%vmuw

Haad coach; ¥ile Paul (4th year)

Assistart coach: Mika

2001 rmoord; 5-7.

oo s Cyisina Dover, Sonya Ltier, Jacquelne

ROSTER
Jamia Fuszall

Ly T
Snyter.

|OVAC Schedule ]

m mmmn Liva Morterm, Jamis
Sophomores: Brittany

2001 PLAYOFF SCHEDULE
9:30 a.m, - Clasa 3-A (1 {2; Qak Glen va, (4)

Indian Creak on court #1; (2) Martins Ferry vs.
(3) St. Clakrsville on court #2. Finals io (ollow
Immediaisty,
12 nooft - Class 4-A (1) East Liverpool vs.
g) Steubenville on court #1; (2)
ﬂsunva (3 Wah'unmurll‘ﬁ! Finala to fol-

230pm. Class1A“~ maronva (4)
Ertd&apon on court #1;

)SLJormCanu-a meoun#aFlmhtu
{ollow immediataly.

5 p.m. - Claag 2-A (1} Wallaville vs. 4
Frontier on court #1; {2} 'aza Trall va
Steubanvilie Central on count
low immadiataly.

T-L Photo/PAULA GINTHE'
RETURNING a serve is Martins Ferry’s Shae Marchbank (2). Waiting to attempt to block for the Lad
Devils is Lindsay Piccolini (left) and Jill McNamara (right). St. Clairsville went on to defeat Martins Fert
tn the semifinal match of the OVAC volleyball champlonships Saturday at Unfon Local. The Lady Devi, L
fell in the finals to Indian Creek,

LY



