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SEVENTEI z _ c,wn.;a.rm::SL· ,-"if+:- m:mm-Watt Named OVAC Coach of the Year ByDOUGIIUFF 
Sports Edllor 

Chuck Watt recefved a retire. 
menl 'i;ifl' Wednesday mght from the Ohio Valley Athletic Confer~ 
enc:e. 

The outgoing Steubenville Big Red boys• basketball coach 
received lhe OVAC Coach of the Year award before a crowd esti• mated at 1,000 at the firth annual Kroger-OVAC 'Banquet of the Champions' al the Wheeling Civic 
Center. 

Watt. who has relinquished bis 23-year job as Big Red basketball boss, becomes only the third twotime recipient of the 22nd annual award sponsored by the Wheeling News-Register. Big Red football coach Reno Saccoccla won wt year and in 1985. Football coach Lou Noclda won al Magnolia In 1973 and Sistersville in 1979. 
Watt., who was the 1971 honoree, 

coached Big Red last season lo a 21-3 won-Josi record, bis eighth 
OVAC Class 4A CTIJ\\'D and a berth In the Ohio Division II regional tournament finals. His 23-year record was 350-144 including 11 sectional UUes and four district 
crowns. He also coached. the Steu• benvllle baseball team to a IO-year record of 194-90 and curm:rtly guide. the Steubenville PDSt 33 American Legion baseball tJQUad. 

TJ,e IIKS Steubenvllle lfigb and College or Sleubedville ,raduale was followed In lhe balfotlng of 
area news media by Shadyside football coach David (Ty} Flem
ing and Wheeling Central basket
ball coach Jim Dailer. m .. No ooe can receive a coaching 

I award enllreJy on his own," Wall 
told the gathering. "I accept It on behalf of our team and slaCf ~; Including Ray Saccoccia and Ricll M Donnelly. It is a recogn!Uon of our N team this year. i ··I have known few coaclleS who f\ didn't work hard with the klcis f~ lhrv luirf. 0f'im! :ii ~lruhrn\'illr 

~ 
',',' 

Chuck Watt, who recently resigned u head basketball coach at. Steubenville lfigh, was awarded his second Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Coach or the Year honor. The award encompasses all sports, and Wall is just the third 

Mlle McNdlrTbe J.te:llfg:mcn. two-time winner. Watt (left) is pictured here "'ith OVAC Executive Secretary Sam Mumley <middle) and Big Red Athletic Director Renn Saccoccia_. who doubles as the football coach and ls also a tw~me Coach or the Year winner. 
students. I just hope e,·cryone 
here gets as much enjoyment out of athletics as I have," Watt said. The retiring coach wasn't the onlv bonon,e Wednesday nlgbl. 

Rcceh-ing scholarship au'anis lnl:,Jlnr, lho> <>!l:llm~IM c:1n nnn 

nolia (West Virginia U.J; McDonald's: Terri Lynne Castellucci, Brooke {Notre Dame!; Pepsi-Cola: Ryan Morgan, Tyler County; \\"heeling National Bank: Barbara Leasure cFalnnonl '='!1'"'' q.,.....J.e.n r,. .. ,.., ..... v,.,-

Rose; Daniel M. Burke Wrestling: David Heath; St. Clairsville (Washington & Jefferson I; George KovaJick WrestJing: Ed Neely, Weirton l\bdonna I Washington & Jefferson). ""-·- ____ ,_, -···---'- , __ , __ _._., "·. 

Sidon of Martlns Ferry and Coll Giffin Track Service Award to Ed 
Davis. 

Alhletes and coaches from -r, 
OVAC championship teams in 16 sports also recelTed uennants. 

Guest speaker Was Arizona 
State University wresUlng coach Bobby Dooglas, an OVAC product 
from Bridgeport. High School. 

Douglas directed his lalt lo the honored youth and asked them to 
.. paSS the torch which makes up lhe spirit of lhe Ohio Valley. The athletes: arc great In the OVAC because of the tradition. I have enjoyed It and now yoo have i enjoyed IL Carry oo this experi• J ence- and pass fl on to the fut w-e 
generations. This special, unique 
breed of penon and alblele Is what makes the OVAC the great
est conference in America. I was 
proud lo cnmpele In the OVAC but nobody makes it a.Jone. AD ol you 
have oeople who help yoa aloog the wiiy. i bad George Kovalick as 
a coach and I DeVCr would have. 
made It without him." 

The ronner Olympic wrestler 
who competed at West Liberty State and Oklahoma State told the. gathering that "education Is the greatest thing lo happen lo you. A degree means more than any awards. Wben I graduated from high school, a teacher gave me lbe boot •The Power of PosltlveThlnkbtg' and It started me off on 
the right fool. 

, "I have found seven steps lo success and anybody can use Lbem: (1) the ability lo dream because they do come true; {2) a 
plan of k..nowfng where you want to go and how to get there; (3) discipline which is the due that holds everything together; (4) desire-it bas lo be caught; it can't be taught; 151 association: stay close to successful people and U will rub off; 16) fai~e vou can do It; there ls no greater - . ,- . .• . ·-····--



... .. . . . .... --·--· *' *'•* -:.r-·--. •• * * * .. ,.,.,, ,··. '·'"'" '. : '.-. ) - ·. . . , •. ,.' ··.r: _.,·,., __ 1,.: . ,; ·,;,,~,,. Pa'st -'Coach of_Y ~ar''Selection,i; 
1969-FRANK BAXTER, Bridgeport, whose basketball.team wll runner-uPlri theOhlp Ci8bi:.; A1ournan,enhndflnlshedwltha25•2record, .- , ' • J ___ .,. -: • 11 ·, , ,, ·• ;,j . . 1970~ HENRY"HERK" LAZASZ, WarrenConso/ldatE!(f. His basketball team won22 slralghJ..,o before bowing In reglonal_play .. ; ' • ,, • • . . • ,, .. • " , • . l- . , ,•_ 1'71-CHARL:ES "CHUCK" WATT; Steubenvll/e, His basketeers won 21 of 22 before a twJ, .;:10 point overtime Joss to ultimate state triple-A champion Walnut Ridge In regional competlffon. •• ·, . • , 1972-TOM KDRAB,.Sleubenvllle Catholl~ Central. His 197t lootball leam posted the flrsf 1 '1 perfect record In the history of the school and was the press s,rvlces' .choice as Ohlo_double·A r1 .,1·;1 champion -· • • • • '. ·-, 1 -_· .':'.' ··- ,- ·.. • .. . • 1173:. LOU NOCtDA, Magnolia. His '1mrootball team was slate double-A champl_"l and h1s '.73; bas~eteers wtre runners•up In the st,ite toutnament. , , '.•· . '·. /- ,_., -1174- BILL HINEGARDNER,John Marshall, and JAY CIRCOSTA, Woodsfleld/P✓ ,, ' Hlnegardener's wrestllng team WOil thl.rd succeSslve West Vlrg.lnla. cha. m2_ 1_011_. ship .• Clrcosta_ -~a'W:ct~!~~~~=s~ecord In WC?OO.~fle_l_d _history as-~edskl_ns_ WOil ?VAC 9a~ ~ai:'f ~lon~r, • ., J,1s- RICH WILINSKI, Toronto~ His 1974 football team-had a perfect season~ the school's first slnce19"8,:_' , , , .,' •1- •• ,, • ,. r! ::.~·-1 .,-..,;,;-.;-, •" ,J.i,i "' • 1916-SAM ANDY, Wheeling Hlah. In the school's last yecir of ex1stence,hls·basketball tearij7: left t.he stat, something to remember ft by - a triple-A West Vlrgl_nla ch_amplO{lShlp, captured at r, :~., Charleston.-- • , ••. • .. ' . , ;·., .. ,i,,,,,-' •• (. ... :,, ··n:-., • 19"..; TOM VICHICH1Shadysld'I, His 1176 lrack team was the first from fhe.Ohlo',latley ~re.a;'> to win-an Ohio state champ1onshl2,· •. : '-•- - , 1 

• • .. • • ••. ,,-
1
; 

1':-~ .1978 ~ TERRY LEGGETT, Buckeye Trail. In the first year of this Guernsey County i,, ,,. ~ consolidation, his basketball team won 21 straight before bowing by one pqlnt to Indian Valley South .... n1,- LOU NOCIDA, Sistersville, He became the first two-time Winner of the 11_News•Reglstef·~ OVAC Coach of the·Yearf' honor. His '78 football team accomplished a .dramatic turnaround fro_jzl~.{ i the 77 season that_produced fust one.victory and cl-lmed 11 In a row before bowln'g In the state ,.;_fr,~ ·l • rJa~:•:1~1!fsl!e~~~ r:,:,t~a~=~~~u~}_lt Vton ~lye W. 'J.a. ltafe C,las, A_~h~-~~~~fp!:-.~~~ !~f,t;i . , ·, :,JffO-:: JIM THOMAS,Wheellng Centrat,'His.71toolball team !IHI captured an OVAC title'%,~" . -andfhe.W,Va,statedouble-Acr.own,, 4 ·~-c:._,.,. ,.•c,, _.,-._ 1,_,·1 ''<'r. ,··;,,!•:_,,,:.-;~",'' ·.r,.,vo. • -~ha~1:,~;.r~~-~.~!~~N~O!~ls~op DonahU~'. ~I~ ~~~.tball t~~{~'f\~~~~•~•·;~111~1,&;_ft '\ 1 .i~;i~ 
1 

.·, • 1112-it:ELVIN COLEMAN; Wtntmvllle.H.lsba1ketbaU leam won23 Ina row before bowlOj!,jJ,li In the regional and was OVAC .f·A chamJ:!lon, , .. ; ;- , • _. ,:·. -- •_ .: ,-~ r::;:,.J'.~t it.lf'.f,·--1~/\-•;.•;;_. r--rt\•~ )Ai,(f • , ., 1913 . .,- GEORGE "SKIP'! PROSSER, Wheeling Centrah After winning a steJe Utlelp')982,.~~ '" ,took his basketball team to the state tour_neyflnals again; ,•_: .• -~.:._c,:·, • •'+:.',1/i\i¼,:..,/~1 -{'l!'.: :U11t''.l,;i .;t,i ' • •· .. 1914-·MARK HUFFMAN, Skyvue. With. onlv one senior In the llne'up/hl_s"agll'$ wertt_ 23◄.ana ,, reached the Ohio state Class A tournament,seml•flnals, ' .. ,,:, _; -.. .-;,.r--.,rfa.:~}.\>li.:.:Q...:~•:-:1,1r·J .\4JJP111'1. • 1'85 -,RENO SACCOCCIA, Steubenvil!e,. ~Is 1984 f~tba.jl tea~ was ~ndefea(f#J~}~start., A,.i,d.; . w0111he0hl0Dlvlsl011llchamplonshlp. . . ,., ... , • ... ·.,.,·,,, • -",•t•i' ' '1'86- PAUL·"BUD"-BILLIARD, Brooke, His 1985fea_m Won the first West-Virginia C/assp.AA, ., r::~,~~~:~~:~~lp_ I~ the sc~~J•stls!~ry an_d ca~~7~ l_t~ ~~~~,9~, ~t;~~~n~_'{]~~~; ~,~~lt'~,~~ ~,-
•

"•·· ,:,.: 1917 ~ GEOR!l_E.STRAG.ER. Sf, c. ta.'". ville •. Toe valler•. _••H.tmew_ Inn·;· ·g·•.st,(00\.badcoa __ .. ~-li•• • , ' piloted Red Oev!ls to a 9·1 r~"' [~ repular'season and two olayoff xlc!orhts ,tore a OOHN>lnt.lossl 1 •• ., !'.,to CharglQ Falls Kenston:nr-. .?if!,;,;~-1f.<'.·.;:, -c ,,.,; i ., ·1,,~1.;·, .,.~1;_r;,;_~., , .N:~ .. ~~, ,, 1¥!1\ff.,'!~1f"4.1~~,vili ... w;.. .• .. : 1111- DAVE LeMOTTE BrldgePOrt. Coached Brldgeport,fo Ohlq_Qlvls\cin-111. wresfl[ng'its1-!:I . , • championship, first state mat iit1e for the Blue since 1959. :;_ .. -, . • ,. :, .- ,;:1 ;1 1.1,\,-1~:\ 'tl-';_'~.i,·r;;\l-;g-J.1'i • '. , • 1189-RENO SACCOCCIA, Steubenvllle;Hfs football team WOii 13 straight before IO!lng to Ak~' . ! · Buchtel In the Ohio Division JI ftnals tor the second straight year. BIQ Red )'IOli OYACtour•A fl/i. .. ;.,1 , . and rriadeplayoffs tor eighth stralQht YIIO" Saccoccla ts only second coach •'If• fq\1/loJH! aw•Jcl,,., , ,;twice._: :1. ·, ,ir .: •• ,.' :.·;:,,-/'t£/~·.-'z7- :.t ):'.\ /;, .. ,:·'_' ', <"' ·•:f"'i; }~[r!,:'.:'f'r-'ifj;~~•tl.ttfJ,'},7_:2;_..-:!li~~ i,):·: ,mo+.-,: ,t/).,l;s1,artl:J'IAY»-t-.;Viirft:\,,;i;1;,, .:, •:., • ' \ 1'£11 1, .. ,Jib,,¢1\'"1~~'0/1'!1.i ~" .. · 


