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From The Administration 

There are many ways 

to play an athletic con­

test. At Bellaire, we 

play hard, we play with 

pride, and we s trive for 
a spirit of sportsmanship 

that shows character and 

support in our athletes 

and in our fans. 

I hope that each 
person who comes to one 

of our athletic contests 

feels that we are meeting 
our goals and that we have 

reason /J: b~ YJ1~ ;J or} 
team(SU/(~ 

A warm welcome to all 

Big Reds and visiting fans. 

Your support is necessary 
and appreciated. A speciaJ 

thank you to the Dig Reds 
Touchdown Club and band 

parents for their continuec 

support. Big Reds' pride 
is a tradition. Your pre­
sence here signifies your 
pride in the Big Reds' 

basketball program. We 

hope your visit is an en­
joyable one. 

i?ylf~ 
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VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM -- Kneeling: Joe Kolakowski, Vince Mehl, Coach Mark Matz, Brian 
Dawson, John Helms. Standing: Dickie Sketel, Bill Wiley, Bill Mehl, Dean Lipperman, JoJo 
Campbell, Junior Gray. 



The 1977-78 Reserves 

Rf'SE RV!:'. TEAM -- Kneel ing: S. Libcr.'.itl , R . Bumoardncr, u . Goodson, c . ~~ ll~r , D. Ad~~s . R. Dier kes. Stdndinq: Co.:ic.h Gen~ Amrnir,'lnt.c> , M. l.r--n,,tk , R. Latham , G. Dona·111 ', c . MehJ, R. Va nn0l l e , Ass ' t. Coach Kim Cliffor d . 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ 
The 1977-78 Big Reds reserve team, under sec­ond year mentor Gene Amrnirante, lacks that much-needed experience. With only 13 players out this year, just five of them played on the freshmen team l a st year. However, Coach Amrnirante has been very pleased with the optimism and willingness to work shown by this group of men. With the reserves playing the same sched­ule as the varsity, experience in the future should be no problem. The team possesses good talent and must rely on a hustling pressure defense if they want a respectable season. Promising sophomores on this squad are 6'4" center Chuck Mehl, and 5'10" guard Curtis Feller. Another asset to the team could be junior Mark Lednik, who had to sit out the entire season last year in order for a knee injury to heal. The experience gained by this extremely coachable group of athletes this year could be a big boost to the basketball pro­gram in the years to come. 



BHS Honors Claire Cribbs 

Each year, the Bellaire High School basketball 
program would like to recognize an individual or qr ·) q. 
who has helped to build Big Reds baskctb;:ill into w!J.:lt it 
is today. Since this is the first y ... "r, the choice ,....,,s 
easy. Coach Claire L. Cribbs and Bell.t1.rl! lligh basketball 
have been synonymous since he came h~rt. in 1949. 111 hjs 
22 years at DHS, he has produced some of tile top tc,tms in 
the Valley, coached some of the finest athlct0s, .:rncl, 
more important in his eyes, molded hundred!:i of boys inLo 
men. 

"Make the most of you:- God-given talents. Every 
time that you put on a uniform you have u commitment to 
improve and learn the fundamentals from whi<.:h you can 
meet the toughest opponent eyeball to eyeball. 

"My most rewarding experience from coaching not 
only basketball, but football, baseball, and track, has 
been the insight it has given me into the lives of hun­
dreds of wonderful athletes - watching them develop into 
young men who were willing to sacrifice personal n:cog­
nition for the benefit of the team. 

"If a player has learned something from his 
participation in athletics, I sincerely hope that it has 
been a genuine appreciation for mankind in general. 
Dedication plays an important role 
in all facets of our lives. 
Practice and play like champs, 
and you will be the champion you 
strive to be. 

"To my family, former 
coaches, fans, athletes, and 
referees, thanks for the memories. 
Good luck now and forever more." 

And thank you, Coach Cribbs, 
for helping to make Big Reds' 
basketball great. 

,. 
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Returning Lettermen 
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Returnirq letter-me!"\ usua y ror:i ::; 
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tca"O for t'1e upco:"ing _,eason. Ti!lS :;ear's group s1oult. 
do just that. Each one of the:n '":cs , ood bctskcthal l talent 
and can contrib•.:te to the r.et,u: 1.r. hi.,; O'\\'n W<J.Y. 

Co-captain Brian Dawson is .:i. 6 1 2';'' for1·-'urcl w!lo has 
good speed and exceptional jt:rnp_ng ability. He i-; one of 
the better scorers around the basket. 1.n the Valley tins 
year. Co-captain Greg Gray, a 6' 2" guard, played t.he 
point last year. ,-loving t.o the WUHJ position this year, 
it is hoped that he will be in a more effective area where 
he can display h1.s excellent shooting ability. Vince 
i-iehl, a 6 1 l" g·1arcl and forward, ::.s the cp1.tomy of the 
word hustle. Displaying excellent speed and rebounding 
ability, Vince only needs more cons?stcncy on dnte11se Lo 
make ~t~ into a total player. 

Juruor Gray, a G' O" guard, dtd a f::.ne jon .:1s a so1'1-
omorc last year. Also hc1ving excc::.leno; speed , he cotJld 
have a1. excellent year if he can stay away from naggin<J 
injuries and get more consistency on offense. Forward 
John Helr.is, 6' 2", ,_,ossesse& good 1umpi11<J llb1.l1.t y ,:rnd 
speed. \'ii th a lit tl c IT'ore confidence, John could con ti: 1 •• 
bute the valuable points and rebounds this year At S' 11" 
Joe Kolakowski can adjust to any position that he 1.s 
placed. With hi<; good speed and hustle, Joe shouln be 
an asset to this year's squad. 

Combine these six lettermen with a very eager group 
of returning players, and the 1977-78 season should be 
one of the more exciting ones in Bella1re's records . 



TH€ 1977-78 BIG RE:D~= 
The 1977-78 basketball team of Bellaire will pre­

sent some extraordinary talent for the upcoming season. 

The team has six returning lettermen on its squad. Many 

feel that they will be a strong contender in the OVAC 

AAA race, due to their overwhelming depth. 

Mr. Mark Matz is in his second year as coach of the 

Bellaire hoop team. Last year, the Big Reds looked very 

impressive as they compiled a 13-9 record, and also 

reached the District finals before being ousted by a 

strong Coshocton team. One of the pre-season'goals of 

this year's team is to make it past the District finals 

when tournament time arrives. NEVER has a Bellaire 

team surpassed this goal. 

The '77 squad, led by co-captains Brian Dawson 

and Greg Gray, will also sport a new look this season 

with all new uniforms and ~:rmups. Another unique 

feature of this team is found with two pairs of brothers. 

Greg and Junior Gray and Vince and Bill Mehl will all 

be seeing considerable action. The Big Reds, adding to 

an already demanding schedule, picked up Buckeye South 

and Wheeling Central, and will play Sbeub•:!nvill,e and 

Wheeling Park only once . 

One thing stood out through last •/ear's season-­

win or lose, every game played was exciting down to the 

final minutes. THE FANS WERE THERE! With them this 

year, we should be in for some exciting baske tba ll. 



lL\M -~~NNING_SCORE I ii 2 I 3 I 41 s I 6 I 7 I e I 9 I 10 111 uiul ,,11sl16~!1" 201211 •: ]2Jl:Nl2sl26l2112a 

COACH : 291Jol J1I32133114 bsl 36131IJs I 39l ,ol 4114114314•ksl46 '41 l,e l49J~ols1 Is:> lsJ ls-i [ssl M• ]s1{~,j~,cl61 6Zl63l64 

DATE 6Sl66l67i68lr.91 ,otn 12113174 l1sl16lnl1al1tlaole1le2l83184]asls6's718@189190191 l9;,j931~, '9sl96197 98 l99bOO 

101j1o~l10Jl 104lto5'106lto1 1osl1ogj11olmlmlml11t)ltSlll6 ~11l11s 11911201121 lmll2ll114lt2$ 1261121 1211129ll30lutlml1ll 13' ~JS jtl6 
SCORER TIMER I.FIRST QUAAflR l

►-IRST HAt..F I T .. 111D QUAttTER Ff ... A,L -5C05'E SCORE SCORE SCORI: 

IPOS ~ PLAYER NO. FOULS FIRST HALF I SECOND HALF OVER SUMMARY 
1ST QTR. 2ND QTR. 3RD QTR. 4TH QTR, TIME FG FT F TP 

10 20 .. Pl P2 P3 
3Q 4Q P4 P5 ---- ------ ----- ---- -
ll"ft ..... Pl P2 I'll 

40 P4 P$ 

_.... ___ , 
~....,..,_.,.;. ~---- __ -.,,.....,. 

_,, 

IQ 2Q Pl P2 P3 
3Q 4Q P4 P5 --- ----- --- - ----
lO 26 Pl P2 P3 ~--- - · 40 •. N N. - ...... --!"' ~--::---

..., ____ 
•11:1 

10 20 Pl P2 P3 
aQ 40 P4 P5 ------- ---- ~---
1n. 20 Pl P2 P3 . . 

40 P4 P5 --- ----- ---- -- -•o -· 
:~.g_ .!£. Pl P2 P3 ----- ---- ----~Q 4Q P4 ~ ,---
10 120 Pl P2 P:11 
•a 40 ------ ,.....---- 1-- -- - -P4 P5 . . -10 20 Pl P2 P3 ---30 4Q ----- --- - ~- ........ -P4 PS . 
10 20 Pl P2 P3 
ao 40 ---- ---- ---- - - - -P4 P5 
IQ 20 Pl P2 P3 --- ----.,__ __ ......., 
30 4Q -- ---P4 P5 
10 20 Pl P2 P3 __ . __ 
•o 4Q -- ---- ~---P4 P5 
10 20 Pi P2 P3 
3Q 4Q - -------- --~-- -- ,-

P4iPS· 
IQ 20 Pl P2 P3 
3Q 40 P4 P5 ------------ ---

TIME OUTS TEAM FIRST 
I 1!2IJl•lsl6I 

SF.CONO 11!2131415161 TEAM 
-~· Q I L~~ Q I ~-L Q I • H Q FOULS HALF' HALF TOTALS 

I I FREE THROWS i FREE THROWS PERCENT ATTEMPTED MADE 



ltAM BELLAIRE BIG REJ:6 ~ RUNNtNG_ s_co~E I 1 I 2 I 3 I 41 s I 6 1 I a I 9flo.1!..!11; 1131J411s116~1.!2<!121! ·~123)1-1 t2sJ26l21 ]2a 

COACH IIARIC MA.TL ~ilili2Iiif~~liiful3113sl3914tt?~~61£Eal491~ 1s1!s:>liilii"l~I~ilH~o~~ 

DATE ~~~l69!10l11l12l73l14l1sl16lnl1sl19IsolsiiszJsili".}asla6Iaija~~~l~-jgsfg6'97 9al99ltoo 

SCORER 
101110:l10J! :~1111~ t06lto~ t~l1D91uo111111121m111~1m111, 1111111a ll9f1<'0lt211m112JJ11411~ 11261m 12111291uo(111(mj133 Il'h fll6 
TIMER J ;!;AJJ,: OUAR~Ellt I ~~AJ;E HAL, I~~~~~ ou•RTER ;~~~1: _ 

,, 
IPOS ~ PLAYER NO. FOULS FIRST HALF I SECOND HALF OVER SUMMARY 

1ST QTR. 2ND QTI!. 3RD QTR. 4TH QTR. TIME FG FT F TP 
10 20 Pl P2 P3 
3Q 4Q 

-..--.- - ----- ----- ,... ___ _ 
P4 PS 

[ft ao Pl P2 " .__._-~ 
an 40 P4 P5 ~-.... ----~---~ ----
IQ 2Q Pl P2 P3 
:!10 40 P4 PS --- r- ---- --------
110 2·0 Pl P2 P:!I 
19n ,SCI P4 ~ . ---.- ---- .,._ -., __ 

I""" ----

10 20 Pl P2 P3 
:!IQ 40 P4 PS ---~--- ~ - - - r- - - --

-J.ft ao Pl P:Z "3 
to 40 P4 PS --- ~- --- __ ,...._ _ -- - -- ,1 Q :l°Q Pl P2 P3 • .. ....;;;;., ".o ~ ---- - - ------e-Q P4 P5 I 
10 tao Pl P2 P3 
aa 40 ---1- - ------ r- -- - -

P4 P5 -10 20 Pl P2 Pl 
3Q 4Q P4 - ---

PS 
Po"--- - t- - ~- --·-

10 20 Pl P2 P3 
ao •<> P4 P!!I 

- --- -- - - -- -- - - --·- -
10 20 Pl P2 Pl 
30 4Q --- --- ---- r- - -- - -P4 P5 
10 20 Pl P2 P3 t--- _. _ __ 
SQ 4Q --- ---- r-- ·-- -

P4 P5 

lQ 20 Pl P2 P3 
3Q 4Q P 4 1P5· - - --- - 1-- ·- - r- - ~ - -

-- .... 
10 20 Pl P2 P3 
30 40 P4 -------.----- ---- - I""'----

P5 
TIME OUTS TEAM FIRST I 112IJ!41sl6 I SfCONO !ll2!3!4IS!6! TEAM 

,3, O I 1~~ O I 3RD O I "' H Q FOULS HALF HALF TOTALS 

I I FREE THROWS l FREE THHOWS PERCENT ATTEMPTED MAOE 



A Mid-Season Review (5·2) 
With seven games beneath their belt, the Big 

Reds are presently sitting~op a 5-2 record, with 
their only defeats corning at the hands of Shadyside 
(the current OVAC AA leaders) and Wheeling Park in a 
double overtime. 

Offensively, Bellaire enjoyed its best game 
by defeating Wintersville, 94-53. The Reds are ave­
raging 77.7 points per game to their opponent's 69.4 
markers, a difference in scoring of 8 .3 points. Al­
though Bellaire's top scorer is senior co-captain 
Brian Da-..•~on(l74 points for a 24 .9 ,.' verage), the im­
pressive statistic concerning the starting five is 
that they a•,erage 50% of their field goal attempts . 
It is a rare feat in any school to have every member 
of the starting lineup shooting 50% or better . Senio: 
Vince Mehl has been credited with 25 assists, while 

~ ' •Dawson leads the team with 16 steals. 
Defensively, the Reds have captured 272 re­

~bounds for an average 38.9 carooms per game. Nuch 
of this credit goes to the strong front court trio of 
co-captain Greg Gray, senior John Helms, and Dawson . . 

, -The team has also rejected 24 shots, stolen 70 balls, 
and grabbed 177 defensive rebounds . 

Although they face the toughest part of their 
schedule yet, the Reds look as though they'll g:vc 
their fans another exciting year. 

NEXT HOME GAME: TUESDAY, JANUARY 17 BUCKEYE 5,:;:.;TH 
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1977 - 1978 VAR!"ITY Ml!I J:<.. 

Johnson, Terri Ctofdni, 
Beltz (Varsity C'<lpt<'lJ,,), 

Lancione , Vicky Dut1, Sut 

'ilEER,.r hDERS : Bot tor:, - Leig~1 Ann Ilrdlici<i'I , Shi:1.Wn 
c1rple 1 Ki,-. Wilkes, Natalie Sabatino. Top - Susie 
,:ldn (Rc>:,;1;: rve Capta i n), Catuly11 Presutti, Amy 

rKhart. 



BIG REDS' COACHING STAFF: 
Mark Matz. Standing: Kim 
Gene Ammirante, reserves; 
grade. 

--

Kneeling: Head Coach 
Clifford, freshmen; 
Mark Bonar, eighth 

□ 
. ' 

----

Entering my second year at Bellaire, I look at the 
upcoming season with a great amount of anticipation and 
enthusiasm. It has all the appearances of being very 
exciting for the Big Reds' fans, and quite rewarding f o r 
the players and coaches. 

Last year was one of getting acquainted, putting in 
a new system, and trying to ins.ill a philosophy which I 

I feel is essential to a successful team - TEAMWORK. With-
out this ingredient our players are individuals, and when 
this happens there is no way that we can achieve the goals 
we have set. 

Even as teamwork is important to the ball club itself, 
it is also important to the entire program. From the 
coaches to the fans, we must all be aware of what our 
responsibilities are. As coaches, we must provide the 
best possible leadership that we can, all phases included. 
As fans, we must give the team the best, maturist backing 
we can. Let's not forget that they are only young men, 
and are susceptible to mistakes. If we magnify their 
mistakes by our actions in the stands, what kind of an 
example is that? 

Remember, we're all in it together, striving for 
that same satisfaction of being successful. Keeping our 
team mot.to constantly in mind, "Togetherness Makes It 
Happen," we just might achieve our goa~zea~ 



•**********1rk*********************• .. * 
: * SCHOOL RECORDS* : 

.. * .. * 

.. * .. * 
t 118 - 79 ~ ~ TEAM SCORING: St. Johns (1966-67) ....-
it 118 - 84 Moundsville (1966-67) * • * 
: INDIVIDUAL SCORING: 59 points by Mike Sherwood :• 
i[ against St. Johns (1966-67) * 
.. * 
it POINTS SCORED 127 by lvheeling High School * .. * i[ AGAINST B2LLAIRE: (1972-73) * 
.. * 
.. MOST POINTS IN A 591 (32.8 average) by * 
: SEASON (18 games): Lee Pa t rone (1955- 56) : 

• * 
.. MOST CAREER P0.1.NTS 18 42 by Lee Patrone (1956) * 
: (3 years): : 

.. * .. MOS'r POINTS SCORED 176 { 35. 2 average) by * 
i[ IN TOURNAMENT PLAY Lee Patrone (1955-56) * E (5 game s): : 

....................................... 

* TOP SCORERS * 
1. Lee Patrone ( 19 56) 1842 

2. Ed Burgy (1971) 1197 (4 years) 

3. Darrel Ewart (1974) 1168 

4. Ricky Lee (1975) 1141 

5. Mike Sherwood (1967) 1061 



The information listed in the table below, as well 
as the rest of this program, has been compiled from old 
yearbooks and rusty memories. Although it is fairly 
accurate, errors are bound to have crept in. If any 
fan or visitor has accurate information disputing this 
material, please contact Bellaire High School so that 
we might correct our records. We hope you enjoy this 
program that was assembled by Greg Gray and Vince Mehl, 
two senior lettermen on this year's squad. Thank you 
for your support. 
THIS PROGRAM WAS PRINTED BY BELLAIRE HIGH GRAPHICS. 

SCIIOOL NUMIIE~ OF - LOST GREATEST WORSt IIO$T POIN'l'S ·11>~'t rnr~~ 
~!ME$ M£1' WIN DEFEAT SC'Ollf:0 BY SCORt:0 

•H• ON n•t~ 

8UCl<.t:Y£ SOIJ1'H 94•)7 
1t~it:1 

94 Tllton~'lllh Cl9Jl) 69 
S2 24 28 TIL'?ON. TILTOIIS. TIL'?ON. Yod:v1 Ile 0944) l 9SS•S6 ym§le 19SS•S6 1949•S0 

Clll<BklDCE (1909) l8 ll 2S S2•l2 72·18 77 84 
1961•62 1911-18 19S9·60 1976-77 

JOHN HARSHA.LL 
~undsvi Ue Cl 909) S3•2 79·l0 118 105 

Uruon (1916) Ill 70 43 MOUNDS. UNION IIOI/IOOS . MQUNOS. 
Shern.rd (1947) 1910·11 1947•48 1966•67 196S·66 

114 Sa ,s S7•16 87•27 104 116 
'lM~TINS Ff.Rft'I' 0908 

II tie) 1912•1913 1941•4◄ 1%8·69 1967·68 

c llAOVS10£ i l91S) 7S 62 ll 78-32 67•S4 106 107 
1949•SO 1964•6S 1%8•69 1976·77 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE 61 4S 16 109•57 52-lS 109 79 
11908) 19S2•Sl 1912•13 1952·53 1975- 76 

ST. JOHNS (19481 43 32 11 lOl•S3 114·6S 118 122 . . 19S8•S9 1967-68 1966-67 1967-68 

$TE08EHVILU 11909) 57 22 JS Sl-23 100•48 90 100 
1917-1918 1%8•69 1973•74 1%8-69 

WffEELINC CENTRAL l 1 0 78-S2 78 i 2 (1970) 1970•71 1•10 •71 H 70-71 

WHEEJ.,JNC p.-,RK 
48• 18 61-ll 100 U7 

I 
Whcelin9 09111 

ll2 ~o 72 WHC. WlfC. WHG. W11>S W•rwood (1920) 
1916•17 1934-JS 1971•72 1?71- tJ Triadelphi• (1920) 

99·6S 99 ~t I WlNTl:RSVILLE (L950) 24 12 12 97-67 
lt'ii7 •M 1976•77 1967-68 1976-77 



WINTER SPORTS SCHEDULE 
Dec. 6 Shadyside H BB 

9 St. Johns A BB 
12 Union Local H FBB 
13 Martins Ferry H BB 
14 Martins Ferry A w 
15 Shadyside H FBB .-l 

H 
16 St. Clairsville A BB n:l 

.0 
17 River H w .j..) 

C,) 

19 St. Clairsville H FBB .I<: 
(/J 

20 Wheeling Park A BB n:l 
al 

Jan. 3 John Marshall H BB 
Wintersville 

II) 
4 A w 'O 

cc 
5 Martins Ferry A FBB :... 

(5 

6 Wintersville H BB ..c 
9 St . Johns H FBB .w 

G'I 
12 Barnesville A w I 

.c 
Linsly A FBB .w 

co 
13 Martins Ferry A BB 
14 Cambridge H BB O'.: 

ro 
Cambridge H w J:,.. 

16 River H FBB 
17 Buckeye south H BB r:; 
19 Bridgeport A FBB C. 

19-21 OVAC A w .w 
21 Cambridge A BB Cl) 

C, 
23 Barnesville H FBB :... 

3: 
24 John Marshall A BB 
26 Union Local A FBB 3 

27 St. Johns H BB 
Wheeling Park A w 

30 Shadyside A FBB .-l 
I;) 

Feb . 1 Linsly A w ..Q 
.w 

2 St. Clairsville A FBB II) 
.I<: 

3 St. Clairsville H BB ti) 

n:l 
4 Steubenville H BB co 

John Marshall- ro 
Carrollton H w co 

6 Martins Ferry H FBB 
8 Cadiz H w 
9 St. Johns A FBB 

10 Wheeling Central A BB 
11 Wintersville A BB 

Weirton A w 
14 Shadyside A BB 
15 St. Johns A w 
18 Steubenville H w 
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