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Van Horne o 

N.!i-fil~~t.1 .. 2.L _o··· ll_EdlNE,..:. a war~. Circosta had given Woodsfield coached the vfct~ri9us West ·V1r~10,J " • 

.......,, .,,.,,,. = ,ts first perfect grid record in tbe fall all.stars 1n last summer's •inlt!r.:State , 

• llallotingin tile dbiiiVillley Atliletic ol '73. . . . . . • _ • charity game. Down rive~, the vol~ • 

Con!erenoe "coach·of the year" .poll To :aate, Hll!egardner is. the.·only. might .go to 1Jµddy James,(iil/tl>all fl 

has-~n complet~dtiut·th~•ideii'Uty or coach, picked fo!i,hls success in a~y coach al ParkersJiurg wbo~e •team 

.the winner WJU no! 'be revealed untU _ot)ler sport:_ ejccep'I football or won :the ~est Virginia staltl.,JJ'!•xofl, 

ttie OVAC1s annual'· SPfing 'dinner basketbaU. But. ·that's a ~ituatlon although 1t. suffered r-egulat,seasori 

meeting on Th~rsday .· night .at wbic~ might a:Jso change this season losses to Marietta and ·Bro<>ke,. Of 

Oglebay Park's Glessner.Auditorium .. • as tliere are viOl'thy ~omhiees fr-oin course, .some media me111benrmight 

There is a chofoe field of CBJldidates track, wresWng, swimming, and feel that Ron Pobolish; With a two

for the coveted 'honor this year and it ·baseball. • year record•of 18-H at Cadiz, .or Rich 

;s possible that we-may see some.sort Tb; OVAC ():(Ill was inaugurated In Saccoccia, who succeeded the Hving 

of break-through· as a result of the 196\l •and tbe first recipient of •the legend, Bob Kettlewell, a\ Win

.vote of media representatives. -award was.Frank Baxter, the veteran tersville and won the OVAC four-A 

.. Never has there been, a repeater Bridgeport 'High basketball boss division crown in his first season at 

since the "coach of the year'' poU.was whose club. wa~ 25·2 that year and the Warrior helm, might be ah• ap

inaugurated in 1969. But it is logical to reached the • Ohio state Class A propriate choice, 

.believe that there coUld be this time. tOUnil!meot finals at Columbus. Two In addition lo Lazasz and Andy, 

Some0fthemostpromlnentand-most more, teacl11\rs of the shoot-and- basketha11 coaches who may:pick UP 

deser-ving··posSibilities are men who drib.hie. game; Lazasz and Steuben- votes are Bobby Dawsoo, who,has had 

have won the award• 'inJbe pMt, in- vme Big lted's Chuck Watt, carried a phenomenal record at Wellsville 

eluding last year's Winner:, sam Andy, off ·the !la\ireJs'the next two Years. and won an OVAC doul>!e-A crownttiis 

then of Wheeling High; Watt's Big,Reitmachine won 21 of 22 season though he did not return a 

Andy received'tlle News-Register be/o~ fallJni:: to champion Walnut regular from his state tourney club of. 

trophy after directing the. Wheeling Ridge by ill'.P· P!>ints in overtime in the prev10us season; Ray Barnhart, 

High Wj[dcats lo a West Virginia state r-egi<inalactioµ.· Who has been 41-ll over the past two 

triple-A basketball. championship 'in . Alonjp1bo.ufthen, I was woodering years at Sistersville and guided his 

the Cats' final season on the hard- ·tf basliethaU'-coaches were going to team to the state semi-finals this 

wood. make_ the ·,,a.Y,~rd 1 their exclusive winter; or Terry Snively, who ac-

Now coaching.at the consolidated property:.B·utirithespringolI972 the r-------------
Wheel1ng Park High, Sam enjoyed choice v/as':·:(rtim Korab, now 'the 

another remarkable campaign athletic ilitecwr and: head football 

though its conclusion was not a~ coac9 at \\'1#!iling Park High School 

satisfying as in 1976: This winter his but theo ~le Steubeovllle Catholic 

Park High Patriots were not ooly Central1 wnete'his '7!.combine posted 

OV AC lour-A champs but were an urtblemjshed record, first in the 

ranked No. I in the state of West history of the school, and was 

Virginia in both press association l'~cogniz~-i!!_th~wiresel'vicepolls as 

polls aod received the UPI Cup as the state champ11111 m double-A. 

state:s regular-season champs. The Up urttit:,!173; there had not been a 

Patriots won a total of 23 straight selecti~n,froin the West Virginia side 

before bowing to Clarksburg oftbe.nverbutthen Lou Nocida came 

Washington Irving in the first round of through. ,He Was recognized- .for his 

the state tournament. outstanding ellorts in two sports at 

Other past Winners of the "coach of Magnolia High at New Martinsville 

the year" honor who again rate His 1972 footballers had been th~ 

serious consideration are Jay Cir- OVAC double-A kingpins and ad

costa, the Woodsfield High football vanced to •the finals of the West 

strategist whose team was unbeaten Virgipia state playoffs. His '73 

and untied last fall.and rated No. 1 in baskelet)rs .reached the state playoff 

Ohio "A" .ranks by the Associated fin'11s, f:.o.u1 ·of course, is now head 

Press; Henry "Herk" Lazasz, whose football coach at Lewis County High 

Buckeye South High basketeers won Schoo/ after-twoyears at O_ak Glen. 

22 straight before bowing in regional In 74, we bad the Hmegardner

play; and Bill Hinegardner, -John Circosta tie, With duplicate awards 

Marshall High wrestling mentor being_presented. There had been prior, 

whose team was OV AC tiUist and occas10ns When a single vote had 

undefeated in dual meet action, In settled the issue ·but this was the only 

addition to finishing second in the fiat out dead beat. 

West Virginia state tournament. _The c~oic~WflS•a decisive one in '75 

Lazasz's cagers were OV AC three-A will\ Rich Wilinski, who bad posted ~ 

kingpins and Circosta's gridders were perTectgrid Slate at Toronto in the fall 

conference single-A titlists. of '74, finishing well ahead. of the 

Lazasz was the "coach of the year" pack. Rich Won an OV AC title with an 

back in 1970 when his team at Warren 8·2 te~m lbis past fall-and now moves 

Consolidated High won 22 in a row for on to Steubenville Central. 

the best season in the history of the If tli~ ~i'ek is .to be a football coach 

school and made the regional plateau. this til!le,. Circosta wouid· seem to 

!rt 1974, Hinegardner piloted John have UJ.e edge, though. there could be 

Marshall to a third straight state support for Jim Thomas, who has won 

wrestling title 8Jld then tied with two OVA:C grid .titles in the past three 

'";rc~fla for the OVAC coaching years at Wheeling Central and 
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