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ByBILLVANHORNE = -
- ‘Ballotingin the Ohio
‘Conference *‘coach of
hizs:been completed but thaaaent
the winner: will not:be: revealed until
the ‘OVAC's annual” spring_ dinner

meeting: on Thursday. night at %’ ILaish £e: ¥ on

“There is a choice fleld of candidates

for the coveted honor this year and it

is possible that we may see some sort
of break-through as a result of the
" wote of media representatives:

" Never has there beeni.a repeater.

‘since the “'coach of the year’ polliwas.

inaugurated in 1969. But itislogical to-
believe that there could be this time..
Some of the most prominent-and most -

deserving ‘possibilities are men “who'
have won
cluding last year's winner, Satn Andy,
then of Wheeling High. -~

Andy received’the News-Register
trophy after directing the Wheeling
High Wildcatsto-a Wesl Virginia state
triple-A basketball. championship - in

the -Cats" final -season on the hard-.

wood. . :

Now -coaching at the. consolidated
Wheeling Park High, Sam enjoyed
apother. remarkable campaign,
though its. conclusion was not as
satisfying as in 1976. This winter his
park High Patriots were not only
"OVAC: four-A champs bit were
ranked No. 1 in the state of West
Virginia in both press association
polls and received the UPI Cup as the
state's regular-season champs. The
Patriots won a tolal of 23 straight
before bowing to Clarksburg

. Washington Irving in the first round of
the state tournament.

Other past winners of the “epach of
the year” honor who again rate
serious consideration are Jay Cir-
costa, the Woodsfield High foatball
strategist whose team was unbeaten
and untied last fali and rated No. 1 in
Ohio ‘A" raniks by the Associated
Press; Henry “Herk"” Lazasz, whose
Buckeye South High basketeers won
22 straight before bowing in regional
play; and ‘Bill Hinegardner, John
Marshall High wrestling mentor
whose team was OVAC titlist and
andefeated in dual meet action, in
addition to finishing second in the
West Virginia state tournament.
Lazasz's cagers were OVAC three-A
kingpins and Circosta's ridders were
conference single-A titlists.

Lazasz was the “‘coach of the year”
back in 1970 when his team-at Warren
Consolidated High won 22 in a row for
the best season in the history of the
school and raade the regional plateau.
In 1974, Hinegardner piloted John:

‘Marshall to a third straight state .

wrestling title and then tied with.
"“"ircqs_t‘a for the OVAC cgacbing

award, Ciréogta had given Wondstield Coached the vistoriers 28
tsEditor. . -~ its first perfect grid record in'the faf) all:stars:in last summer’s it
alley Athletic. of, 73: ' e |
the year'’ poll-
ut'theidentity'of

the award in the past,in--

56l

8-2 team this past fall-and now moves

this time, Circosta would seem to.

support for Jim Thomas, who has won

'To date, Hihegardner is the only.
“tosch: picked for HI§ suceess in ‘any
‘other :sport, “except foutball or

basketbalf, But that's a situation
‘Wwhich might also ¢hange: this season -

track; ~wrestling, swimming, and

“baseball. -

" Thé OVAC poll was inaugurated in

1069 and the first recipient of ‘the

award was Frank Baxter, the veteran
Bridgeport ‘High basketball boss
‘whose club. wag 25-2 that year and
reached -the: Ohio state Class- A

“tournament finals at Columbus. Two

tmore, teachers of the. shoot-and-
dribble. game, Lazasz and ‘Steuben-
ville Big Rei’s Chuck Watt, carried
off ‘the latirels/the next two years.
Watt’s. Big, Red machine won 21 of 22 -
before falling to champion Walnut
Ridge by wp: points in overtime in
regionalaction.: .
Along about then, T was wondering
if basketball‘coaches were going lo
ike - the < @ward their exclusive

coached the victofious West ‘Vlrgmté; i
terZtate -

charity game. Down river,:
might go to Buddy James,
coach at Parkersburg: who
won ‘the West Virginia state.
although it suffered regula
losses to: Marigtta and ‘Broake,
cotirse, some media members m
feel thiat Ron. Pabolish; with a two-
year record-of 18-1-1 at-Cadiz, or Rich
Succoccia, who succeeded the living
legend, Bob Kettlewell, at ‘Win-
tersville and won the OVAC four-A
division' crown in his first season- at
the Warrior helm, miglt be an ap-
propriate choice: X

In addition to Lazasz -and Andy,

‘basketball coaches who may pick up -

votes are Babby Dawson, whohas had

a phenomenal record at Wellsville .-
and won an OVAC double-A crown'this-:

ceason though he did ot Teturn a

regular from his state tourney club of |

the .previous season; Ray Barnhart,
who has been 418 over the past two

‘mars at Sistersville and guided his

the state semi-finals this

team to
Terry Snively, who ac-

winter; or

might'

in'the spring of 1972, the

athletic’ ditector and head football
coach at';'W]}égéling,_Park High School

Central, wheére his*71 combine posted
an unblemished record,. first in the
history of ‘the scheol, and was
recognized in the wire service polls as
state chamipipnin double-A.
‘Up: until 273, there had not been. a
tion.from the West Virginia side
of theriver butthen Lou Nocida came
through. He was recognized. for his
outstanding efforts in two sports at
Magnolja High at New Martinsville.

His . 1972 footballers had- been :the |

OVAC double-A kingpins and ad-
vanced to the finals of the West:
virginia -staté playoffs. His '73:

basketeers: reached the state playoff |

finals. Lou; of ceurse, is now: head.
foothall: coach- at Lewis County ‘High
Schoob aftertwo yearsat Oak Glen.

In *74, ‘we ‘had the Hinegardner-
Circosta tie, with duplicate awards

being presented. There had been prior «f

occasions. when a siogle vote had
settled the isste but this was the only
flat out-dead heat.-

The.chojce wasa decisive one in 73,
with Rich Wilinski, who had posted a-
perfect grid slate at Torarito in the fall
of '74, finishing well ahead of the
pack. Rich won an OVAC title with an

on to Sterbenville Central.
" If‘the pick s to be a football coach

have the:edge, though there could be
two OVAC grid titles in the past three

m Korab, now the |

" Steubenville Catholic

years &t Wheeling Central and




they are in't st of thei
n-when the poll 15 talli(eu and. thenf‘ a
.- the pré

* Truth
feam. given to Whita and.at least two other widel
with _coaches, . Tom :_V hi '

artins 'Ferty. Last spri
g piloted the Purple Rlders throu;
the their most successtul track seasen i




- Athjetic: Conference's:

ByBRIANBONEN :
Intelllgencer Stn

A gure sign.of. Lhe, char
ard took place at the'y

i Inddstries:
] hile! Bishop
: basketbaﬁ player
ccorded“tha Mnms

dinnier and awards nig
gight. -at . ‘Oglebay Park'
Auditorivm;,

For the-first tlmq ir the
history of the OVAC- &'
Register coach of the year m: _
honors'wEnt to- 4 coach

ay the: annal -
> Scholarshap A
. anahue All- -5t

F

he': 1Mbrk. ‘Schneider, g

Nof-. l‘oqtbnll standuut, 25 thp ree:mentor
' 'la‘Auard and Davr

‘OVAC S
%r}ierg&f
855

- And bet )

faver of Vlchich it ' g e

~only-for the. ‘third: at]e .,,Bob”Mprﬂlgw,wtemnzo,hm

.coach; ‘but: forall : Valley “nificia L H "t.'nldt Meyer.

- coaches as it mar . retiridg, .commissioner -qf the -Ohio

; of spring athletics’ ‘ngh SChnol ‘Athletip a st Htit_m and
,._

- on -4 young studgnt*athl

:footbﬂll -and, ‘bag

It appears ‘that oV

OVAC awards is-
those such as War
track coath
Shadyside itrack
have,ina way, been’ TECHED
media’s voting -of: T :
OVAC-coachof the yea
Vichich's honoy shared th
of: the dinnetr with a movin‘hf
former Miss America ‘M
Derbur, ~now ‘working:
relations with General Mat
Miss  Van Derbuf
motivation, and the effect:

C 0 AILIL

ed from'the OVA o

ex:- In addllinn, tﬁastmas{er Jerry

ger Schullz, who' hlﬂnored the crowd all

the evening with his witly angcdotes and

as  introductions, rep- weda plaguedrom
the'conference. '

. OVAC champmnshlp trpph:es and-
pednants were presented to John

n ‘Marshall, ~Jeflerspn . Unioh, Bar-
e - nesville and Weirton Madonna for |

% dual' wrestling cliampionships;

7 'Wheeling +Park, Buckeye South, *-
. Wellsville and . Madotna for boys :
vasketball, Steibenville ‘Catholic
- Ceritraland Maddnnafor winter girls'

‘basketbal i Miabting Ferry for
gymmisncs and Linsly forswimming.

stressed the ‘point ’tﬂ
person:-might -hdy
person is notafal 1}

TV s
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