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MARTINS FERRY'S Maddie Lucas pulls into second base with a double that drove in two runs Monday. However, the Purple 
A ders dropped a 9-5 decision ,,, nine innings to Philo in the opening round of the Ohio Division II sectional tournament. Clark 
f1n1sreo w1tti trree Ms a-,o a trio of RB!. 

Philo Electrics shock a win 
out of Martins Ferry girls 

By KIM NORTH 
Staff Writer 

MARTINS FERRY - Shocked! 
The thirteenth <,ecded Philo Electnc, 

did just that Monda) to No. IO Mar 
tins Fcrw in Ohio D1viwm II ~ectional 
,oftball 1·ournamcnt action high atop the 
Purple Cit). 

The Purp'.c Rider" { 18-5) led 5 3 en
tering the seventh inning, but couldn "t 
hold on in watching their season come 
to an abrupt end. A one-out error pre
ceded a two-run, game-tying home run 
bv Philo's Caitlin Ro-;c to clcep center 

H, 1 ninth. ,\lH).llU fickhn~ mbrnL 

turncJ costlv as a run scored :md. two 
batten, late,=. winning pitcher Cassidy 
1-.!imes slugged her second homer of the 
game - .1threc-run blast to right-cen
ter - for a 9-5 triumph. 

Martm, Ferry wa,; playing without 
senior ,;hort,;top Danielle Lude who was 

shaken up in a car accident just hours 
before the game. The loss forced half-a 
dozen position changes. 

"The girls played their hearts out. We 
had a lot of girls playing out of posi
tion and they tried their best" Martins 
Ferry head coach Jerry Magistro said of 
his young squad. We went nine innings 
with a team that plays a lot of good 
competition. They came up with a lot of 
great plays today." 

Philo took a 1-0 lead in the first when 
Rose raced home on a wild pitch with 
Himes at the plate and two out. The 
Electrics ( 12- 11) made it 2-0 in the 
second a, a throwing error allowed a 
run to score. 

Martins Ferry drew even in the third 
on an RBI groundout by Giana Chirpas 
~cored Sam Goddard and Abby Sned
eker"s single to left-center knocked in 
MaKayla Cole. The Purple Riders went 
ahead. 4-2. an inning later when Mad-

die Lucas doubled off the fence in dead 
center to score Goddard and Cole. 

Philo pulled to within 4-3 in the sixth 
on a solo shot by Himes. but the Purple 
Riders got that run back in the bottom of 
the inning as Lucas singled in courtesy 
runner Keegan Brandon, making it 5-3. 

The Electrics flashed the leather on 
more than one occasion as right field
er Aleigha Busse made four web gem 
catches herself, while center fielder 
Kassydi Harris made one to end the 
game. 

"I've never seen a team make that 
many outstanding catches in one game." 
Magistro said while shaking his head. 
"Tip your cap to them: · 

Lucas led the Purple Riders with two 
singles and a double that produced three 
nrns. Snedeker had two singles, as did 
Cole. 

See FERRY, Page B2 

OHSAA announces breakdown of postseason tournaments 
COLUMBUS - The Ohio High 

School Athletic Association ha<; ,111-
nounc.:cd the preliminary d1v1,;1onal 
breakdowns and rc\!ional tournament 
representation for tfe 2024-25 winter 
sports postseason tournaments. The 
OHSAA Board ot Din..:ctors approved 
the new di\' is1 ons and tournament rep
resentation for al! winter sports ex
cept \vTc-.tltng a t 1h April board meet
ing. wht<:h mc luciccl the prl' \ iously 
announced fall sports division~. Wres
tling will be announced June 10 pend
mg hoard apprcn al. 

The d1\'is ional a~~l!!llrnents and re
gional tournament rcprcs,entation should 
be con,idcrcd preliminary. a, OHSAA 
member schoob may opt to mo,·c up 
to Di,·1,1011 I if Referendum l,s,uc I B 

passes this spring. Results of the refer 
endum voting will be announced May 
l 6. Any changes to divisional assign
ments or tournament representation a~ a 
result of schools opting up to Division 
1 will be announced by the OHSAA at 
a later date. 

Locally. in girts· ba.,ketball. Bealh
vi lle. Bridgeport, Caldwell. Conotton 
Valley. Frontier. River. Steubenville 
Catholic. Toronto and Wellsville will 
compete in Division VII. 

Division VI includes Bellaire, Buck
eye Trail, Fort Frye. Monroe Central. 
Shadyside, Shenandoah and Southern 
Local. 

In Division V are Barnesville. Buck
eve Local. Harrison Central. Martin~ 
r-...-erry and Union Local. 

Division IV has Beaver Local. Cam
bridge, East Liverpool. Edison. Indian 
Creek. Meadowbrook, St. Clairsville 
and Warren Local. 

Division Ill includes Dover. New 
Philadelphia and Steubenville. 

In boys· basketball, Division VII 
includes Beallsville, Bridgeport Cald
well. Conotton Valley, Frontier. River. 
Shadyside. Steubenville Catholic and 
Wellsville. 

In Division VI are Fort Frye, Monroe 
Central. Shenandoah. Southern Local 
and Toronto. 

Division V features Barnesville. Bel
laire. Buckeye Local, Edison. Harrison 
Central, Martins Ferry and St. Clairsville. 

See OHSAA, Page 82 
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went on to their third consecutive 
victory following a five-game los
ing streak. The Angels lost for the 
14th time in I 7 games. 

The Pirates loaded the bases 
with no outs in the third as Andrew 
McCutchen and Ke 'Bryan Hayes 
sandwiched walks around Brvan 
Reynolds' double. One out la'ter, 
Olivares hit a 424-foot drive into 
the left-field bleachers. 

Keller (3-3) allowed only one 
run on Zach Neto' s solo shot in 
the fifth inning and threw 109 
pitches in his second career com
plete game. He struck out five and 
walked one while getting 14 outs 
on ground balls in a game that last
ed just 1:55. 

The complete game came nearly 
one year after Keller went nine m 
nings to beat the Colorado Rockie~ 
last May 8. 

See PIRATES, Page 82 

Cleveland 
Guardians top 
Detroit Tigers 

CLEVELAND (AP) Jose 
Ramirez hit a solo homer in the sixth 
inning, breaking Hall of Farner Lar
ry Doby's franchise record with his 
87th career go-ahead blast and lift
ing the Cleveland Guardians to a 2-1 
win over the Detroit Tigers on Mon
day night. 

Ramirez· s drive off starter Jack 
Flaherty (0-2) hit the foul pole in 
right field, snapping a I -all tie that 
had stood since the first. The Guard
ians have the second-best record in 
the American League at 23-12. 

Riley Greene homered on the fi rst 
pitch of the game for Detroit. which 
lost its fourth straight. The shot off 
Triston McKenzie was Greene·s 
second leadoff homer of the season 
and the third of his three-year career. 

Nick Sandlin (3-0) worked I 1/3 
innings for the win and Emmanuel 
Clase earned his 11th save. moving 
into a four-way tie for the most in the 
majors. 

Flaherty struck out six over six in
nings, extending his winless streak 
to 12 starts. The right-hander is 0-5 
with a 5.98 ERA since defeating To
ronto on Aug. 3, 2023. whi le pitch
ing for Baltimore. 

Will Brennan singled in Estevan 
Floria! for Cleveland·:, first run. 
McKenzie worked five inning-;. al
lowing one run while striking out 
six. 

See GUARDIANS, Page B2 

Barnesville girls track and field team capture OVAC championship 

Ph1llO Provir:IP.-d 

THE BARNESVILLE girls track team. pictured after winning the OVAC 3A girls track championship Saturday at St. Clairsville High School. The Shamrocks 
made t nack to back confererice titles after winning the gold last season as well. 
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Red Devils Sweep OVAC Meet 
Championships 
For Host Teams 
Cap Off Week 
Of Competition 

By NICK HENTHORN 
Sports Editor 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE 
Saturday was the culmination 
of day"·-long competition as 
the OV AC crowned its cham
pions on the St. Clairsville 
track. the hosting Red De\ ils 
winning the bo) ~ and girls 
4A championship. and the 
boy~ totaling the highest team 
score ,1cross al I classes. 

After OV AC qualifying 
meets on Mondav and Tues
day. Saturday·s • champion
ship meet was as much a test 
of endurance as it was a test 
of performance. 

··we hosted four meets this 
week. so the big thing we had 
to focus on was just compet
ing hard and putting in solid 
effort-.:· St. Cla1r-..\'ille head 
coach Dann Wibon -,aid. 
··we didn't have to do anv
thmg ..,pecial. ju<,t do what 
v.e·ve been domg all year. 
Afler Monday. Tuesday. ju
nior high on Wedne~day. it"" 
just a tc~tament to the athletes 
to come back today prepared 
to do what they need to do to 
..,weep the title-. ... 

Photo by Nick Henthorn 
ABOVE: The St. Clairsville Red Devil boys track team, pictured, are the OVAC 4A and overall champions after their perfor
mance Saturday at their home track for the OVAC championships. The Red Devils totaled 186 points as a team. more than 
60 points ahead of overall second-place Morgantown. BELOW: The St. Clairsville Red Devil girls track team, pictured. are the 
OVAC 4A and champions after their performance Saturday at their home track for the OVAC championships. The Red Devils 
totaled 120 points as a team. 

St. Clain,, ille rai-.cd tro
phies for both their boys and 
girls squads. while the boys· 
186 points topped the entire 
conference field by a wide 
margin. 

'·6n the boys side as a 
whole wc qualified really 
well. it wa~ just a matter of 
putting in ,;olid efforb ... Wil
son said. ··on the girls ~ide we 
were led by our field events. 
we scored ,1 lot of points in 
our fie ld event-... dcfimtely 
long jump anJ pole vault. All 
of our relays were here. and 
that"-; a big part of it. on both 
~idc-.. even 1,mglc rclav team 
ran toJay_:. ~ -

Please ,ee (>VAC MEET. 
Par:<' J() 

Photo by Kim North 
St. Clairsville's Brody Saunders. right, and Braylen 
Blomquist embrace after the Red Devils won their 
second consecutive OVAC Class 4A baseball cham
pionship. 9-4. on Saturday over Indian Creek at Ed
ison High School's Unified Sports Complex in Rich
mond. Looking on is teammate Mikey Balgo (7). 

Cruz's Homer 1 
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St. C. Bests Creek For av AC Title 
By KIM NORTH 

Staff Writer 
RICHMOND - The old myth 

that beating a team three times in 
the same season is hard was just a 
myth Saturday. 

Top-seeded St. Clairsville (20-
2) defended its OVAC Class 4A 
baseball championship with a 9-4 
verdict over No. 2 Indian Creek 
(14-6) on the synthetic surface at 
the wet Edison High School's Uni
fied Sports Complex. The entire 
contest was played 111 a steady rain. 

Not only did the Red Devils 
go back-to-back. but they did it 
against the Redskins. as well. 
~,.We played Creek here last year 

and. fortunately. we were able to 
come out on top again:· veteran 
St. Clairsville head coach Tom 
Sliva said. '"They have a really 

good team and they didn't make it 
as easy as it looked at times. 

·'The conditions were far from 
ideal," Sliva pointed out. .. They 
were bad for both teams. The 
balls were slick, as was the field. I 
thought both teams fought through 
it pretty well." 

Game MVP Brody Saunders 
shined both on the mound and at 
the plate. The lanky junior went 
the distance on the hill. striking 
out just four and walking only 
one. He scattered five hits, three 
going to Indian Creek 's Ty House
holder. Saunders. who no-hit the 
Redskins earlier this season, threw 
122 pitches - three shy of the 
limit - with 78 being strikes. 

··you can't say enough about 
the job he did on the mound." 
Sliva praised. "The conditions 

weren ·t good but he did a !!ood job 
of adapting to them and pitching 
his game. J"m very proud of h11n. 
as I am with the entire team:· 

Saunders also keyed a six-run 
bottom of the third with a bas
es-clearing double to the gap in 
left-center that gave the Red De, • 
ils a 6-1 lead after Hou-.cholder 
tripled in Caleb Bodo v. ith two 
outs in the top of the inning. 

"That wa~ obviously the bi!!eest 
hit of the game:· Sliva ~aid. ~~ 

Saunders said he wa~n ·r reall) 
looking for a certain pitch. 

"I was just looking for ,ome
thing middle in. trying to get 
on base,'' he explained. ··1 got 
the pitch I wanted and took it to 
left-center:· 

Please 1·ee ST. C.. Par:< /0 

! TOP GI LS' HOOPS STARS HONORED 



1 nen Ho1as un Hally Io ueteat UL 
MORRISTOWN 

Visiting Monroe Central 
tallied three times in the 
top of the seventh and 
then held off a late ral
ly by Union Local in the 
bottom of the inning for a 
10-9 high school baseball 
victory on Saturday. 

Max Demchak earned 
the win in relief with one 
K and a walk. He also tri
pled in two runs. while 
Caleb Griffith singled in a 
pair. Landen Lydick had 
two one-base raps. 

OVAC MEET 

Logan Hess drove in 
four runs with three sin
gles for the Jets. Peyton 
Causby, Hayden Jenkins 
and Braylen Akers all sin
gled in runs. 

SOFTBALL 
Toronto 11, 
Shadyside4 

SHADYSIDE - The 
v1s1tmg Red Knights 
broke open a 3-2 game 
with six runs in the top of 
the fifth inning in defeat
ing the Tigers. 

Isabella Cattrell 

(Continued from Page 9) 

knocked in four runs with 
a pair of singles for To
ronto. Ashton Thomas 
belted a twor-un homer 
and Callie Anderson and 
Michelle Anderson even
ly divided four RBI, with 
Callie having a single and 
double. 

Taylor Fulton dou
bled twice and drove in 
two runs for Shadyside. 
Kara Zeroski drove in a 
run with two singles and 
Abby Gorrell singled and 
doubled. 

Feltner, who gave up five runs on 
eight hits in 5 2/3 innings, began the 
inning by allowing a single to Connor 
Joe and a double to Bryan Reynolds in 
the first four pitches. Joe scored on a 
grounder from Ke'Bryan Hayes. 

The Pirates took the final two of the 
three-game set, their first series victo
ry since winning two of three against 
Baltimore from April 5-7. The Rockies, 
have yet to win a series. 

"Unable to get the big hit through
out the course of the game a couple of 
times," Colorado manager Bud Black 
said. 'That's been a killer for our of
fense. Somewhere along the line, we've 
got to get a couple of guys hot.'' 

Luis Ortiz (2-1) was perfect in I 
2/3 innings after replacing Pittsburgh 

starter Bailey Falter with one out in the 
sixth. David Bednar picked up his sixth 
save, allowing a two-out double from 
Sean Bouchard before striking out Jake 
Cave in the ninth. 

Jacob Stallings and Bouchard put Col
orado ahead 3-0 on back-to-back home 
runs off Falter in the second inning. 

Falter gave up three runs on six hits. 
"Would like to have a couple pitch

es back," Falter said. "These guys are 
good hitters. They're all here for area
son, just like us .... After the third. set
tled down pretty well and felt like we 
did a pretty good job." 

Cruz doubled off the Clemente Wall 
in right with one out in the fourth and 
Hayes scored the Pirates· first run when 
Tellez grounded back to Feltner. 

The SL C. girls totaled 120 points. 
While the Red Devils swept 4A, 

Steubenville Catholic Central won the 
girls I A12A title with 88 team points, 
while Shadyside won the boys side 
with 86 team points. Trinity Christian 
and Shadyside were co-runners up in 
gi rls competition with 72 points each, 
while Caldwell was boys runner-up 
with 70 points. 

Shenandoah was the 3A girls runner with 94 points. the 100-meter dash with an 11.88. 

Barnesville·s girls were triumphant 
in 3A with 84 poinb. while the Lins
ly boy<; won with I 02 team points. 

up with 82 points, and the Barnesville Local athletes threw, ran and 
boys were runner-up with 66 points. jumped their way to the top of the 

St. Clairsville was duel champions many of the events at the meet, which 
in 4A, and Weir was duel runner up, ran from JO a.m. to just before 3 p.m. 
the boys tallying 86 points and the In field events, Union Local's Johnny 
girls 90 points. Sabinski placed first in the boys dis-

Morgantown swept 5A, the boys cus throw and shot put, Steubenville's 
scoring 120 points and the girls 122. Sabria Jones placed first in the girls 
122 points was tops for all classes in long jump. and St. Clairsville's Ava 
girls competition. Dover's girls were Crum placed first in the girls pole 
runner up with 86 team points, while vault. 
Steubenville boys were runner up ln the individual races, Wheeling 

Central's JJ White came in firs tin the 
boys 400-meter dash, Steubenville's 
Savier Faulks came in first in the boys 
300-meter hurdles, Valley's Gavin 
Derby finished first in the boys· 
200-meter dash, and Steubenville 
Catholic Central' s Andrew Rohde 
took the gold in the boys 3200-meter 
run. 

In the relay races, Steubenville did 
well for themselves, winning the girls 
and the boys 4x200-meter relays, as 
well as the 4x400-meter relay. 

The hosting Red Devils got stand
out performances from multiple ath
letes to help them to 4A titles. 

"On the boys side. Harison Ka
zmirski and Colton Westlake were in 
four events and they both were win
ners in multiple events,·· Wilson said. 
"Colton Westlake in particular. he 
finished first in class in all his events. 
When your seniors step up like that. 
it's big for us. 

'·On the girls side. Emma Henry. se
nior for us. she stepped up in both the 
l 00 and 200, she did what we needed 
her to do as a senior leader:· 

Westlake finished first among all 
4A boys in the 300 and I 10-mctcr 
hurdles. 

Kazmirski finished first in 4A in the 
boys 400-meter dash. Emma Henry 
placed second overall and first in 4A 
in both the girls 200 and 100-meter 
dash, and placed third in 4A in the 
girls long jump. 

SOl l\R :SHIN0LES • ROQfl~O • GUTTEllS • SlOlt-14) • TJl'IM.• \Vll\lDOWS • DOORS 

Two OV AC meet records were bro
ken - Dover's 4x I IO meter shuttle 
hurdle team finished with a new top 
time of 56.63, and Trinity Christian's 
Elecia McCurrie set a new record in 

The OVAC meet will be the last 
stop for many of the attendi ng teams 
before the postseason. The WVS
SAC State Track Meet is set for May 
I 7 and 18, while the OHSAA State 
Track Meet is set for May 30-June l. 
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Sr. C. 
(Continued from Page 9) 
Wright State University 

signee Braylen Blomquist 
ignited the St. Clairsville 
outburst with a leadoff 
single. He went to third 
when a fly ball to right 
by Marcus Bush was mis
played. Hunter Hoffman 
walked to load the bas
es and left-handed-hit
ting Mason Myers flared 
a single to left that tied 
the game at I . Saunders 
then lined a 3-1 pitch to 
the fence for a 4-1 ad
vantage. Caleb Keenan 
drilled a ground-rule RBI 
double that bounced over 
the fence down the left 
field line, making it 5-1. 
With two outs, No. 9 hit
ter Niko Jacob ripped a 
single up the middle that 
plated Keenan, who had 
advanced to third on a 
sacrifice fly by Mikey 
Balgo. 

The Redskins cut into 
the deficit with a pair of 

runs in the fifth as House
holder singled in one and 
the other crossed on a 
throwing error. However, 
the Red Devils answered 
back with two of their 
own in the bottom when 
Bush singled to center 
with two outs that scored 
Jacob and Blomquist, 
bumping the count to 8-3. 

After Indian Creek 
made it 8-4 in the sixth, 
St. Clairsville got that run 
back, as well. 

"I think the big key 
to the game was that we 
kept adding runs after 
they would score," Sliva 
noted. 

Saunders was also in
volved in a pair of de
fensive gems. In the first 
inning after yielding a 
leadoff single to House
holder, he caught an at
tempted sacrifice bunt for 
an out and then flipped 
to Hoffman at first for an 
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inning-changing double 
play. He then whirled and 
picked a runner off sec
ond to end the sixth. 

Landon Pownall had a 
double for Indian Creek. 
Hunter Rusnak an infield 
single. 

"The bottom line is we 
gave them two many extra 
outs with a couple of mis
cues in the field and too 
many free passes:· indian 
Creek head coach Mike 
Cottis said. "You can't do 
that against a good team 
like St. Clairsville. 

Myers. playing in just 
his fourth game after re
covering from a broken 
wrist. had two singles. 
one a perfect bunt ~that 
loaded the bases in the 
first with one out. but In
dian Creek starter Sylus 
Hyde worked his way out 
of trouble with a pair ot 
strikeouts. He struck out 
four and walked three be
fore being chased in the 
third by Saunders· blast. 
Reliever Sy Barcalow 
fanned a pair but issued 
four free passes and hit 
back-to-back batters in 
the sixth. 

" I feel very happy for 
my seniors to be able 
to cap their careers like 
this." Sliva said. ''Most 
of them have been four
year players for us and 
they have put in a lot of 
time and hard work. They 
deserve it. but they also 
know we' ve got a lot of 
baseball to play yet." 

St. Clairsville hosts 
Barnesville today for Se
nior Night before traveling 
to Steubenville Tuesday. 
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St C. boys win back-to-back OV AC championships 
By KIM NORTH 
Staff Writer 

RICHMOND - The old myth that beating a team 
three times in the same season is hard was just a myth 
Saturday. 

Top-seeded St. Clairsville (20-2) defended its OV AC 
Class 4A baseball champiorn,hip with a 9-4 verdict over 
No. 2 Indian Creek ( 14-6) on the synthetic surface at 
the wet Edison High School's Unified Sports Complex. 
The entire contest was played in a ~teady rain. 

Not only did the Red Devils go back-to-back. but 
they did it against the Redskins. as well. 

··we played Creek here last year and. fortunately, we 
were able to come out on top again." veteran St. Clairs
ville head coach Tom Sliva said. "They have a really 
good team and they didn ·t make it as easy as it looked 
at times. 

See BOYS, Page B2 

Ptioto by r-.K;t< HENTHORN 

THE ST. Clairsville Red Devil boys track team, pictured, are the OVAC 4A and overall champions after their performance Saturday 
at their home track for the OVAC championships. The Red Devils totalled 186 points as a team, more than 60 points ahead of 
overall second-place Morgantown. 

St. C. boys and girls 
track comes out on top 
By NICK HENTHORN 
Sports Editor 

St. Clairsville raised trophies for both 
their boys and girls squads. while the 

--------------- boys' 186 points topped the entire confer-
ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Saturday wa~ ence field by a wide m,irgm. 

the culmmat,on of days long competition "On the boys side as a whole we quali
as the OV AC crowned its champions on fied really well. it was just a matter of put
the St. Clairsville track. the hosting Red ting in solid efforts.'' Wilson said. ··on the 
Devils winning the boys and girb 4A girls side we were led by our field events. 
championship. and the boys totalling the we scored a lot of points in our field events. 
highest team score across all classes. definitely long jump and pole vault. All of 

After OV AC qualifying meets on Mon- our relays were here. and that's a big part 
day and Tuesday. Saturday's champion- of it. on both sides every single relay team 
ship meet was as much a test of endurance ran today.'' 
as it was a test of performance. The St. C. girls totaled 120 points. 

··we hosted four meets this week. so the While the Red Devils swept 4A. Steu-
big thing we had to focus on was just com- benville Catholic Central won the girl'> 
peting hard and putting in solid efforts:· l A/2A title with 88 team points, while 
St. Clairsville head coach Darin Wilson Shadyside won the boys side with 86 team 
said. "We didn't have to do anything spc- points. Trinity Christian and Shadyside 
cial. just do what we've been doing all were co-runners up in girls competition 
year. After Monday. Tuesday. junior high with 72 points each. while Caldwell was 
on Wednesday. it's just a testament to the boys runner-up with 70 points. 
athletes to come back today prepared to do Barnesville's girls were triumphant in 
what they need to do to sweep the title..,_-· 3A with 84 points. while the Linsly boy~ 

,/ 

/ 

won with 102 team points. Shenandoah 
was the 3A girls runner up with 82 points, 
and the Barnesville boys were runner-up 
with 66 points. 

St. Clairsville was duel champions in 
4A, and Weir was duel runner up, the boys 
tallying 86 points and the girls 90 points. 

Morgantown swept SA, the boys scor
ing 120 points and the girls 122. 122 
points was tops for all classes in girls 
competition. Dover's girls were runner up 
with 86 team points, while Steubenville 
boys were runner up with 94 points. 

Local athletes threw. ran and jumped 
their way to the top of the many of the 
events at the meet, which ran from IO a.m. 
to just before 3 p.m. In field events. Union 
Locars Johnny Sabinski placed first in the 
boys discus throw and shot put, Steuben
vii le· s Sabria Jones placed first in the girls 
long jump, and St. Clairsville 's Ava Crum 
placed first in the girls pole vault. 

See TRACK, Page B2 
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THE ST. Clairsville Red Devil girls track team, pictured, are the OVAC 4A and champions after their performance Saturday at their 
home track for the OVAC championships. The Red Devils totalled 120 points as a team. 

Oneil Cruz hits 2-run homer, leads Pirates to 5-3 
, .. :.,.. ,..,..,.,a """"":"" ,,i"+"""''' "''"..., lh" r"1"...,o111t1,.a" D",..l,i"~ 

MEMBERS OF 
the St. Clairsville 
baseball team 
dogpile Satur
day after their 
9-4 victory over 
Indian Creek 
that allowed 

~~~1 it to win back
to-back OVAC 
Class 4A cham
pionships. 

P,.oto by KIM NORTH 

UL downs 
Monroe 
Central 

MORRISTOWN - Visiting 
Monroe Central tallied three 
times in the top of the seventh 
and then held off a late rally by 
Union Local in the bottom of the 
inning for a 10-9 high school 

' baseball victory on Saturday. 
Max Demchak earned the win 

in relief with one K and a walk. 
He also tripled in two runs. 
while Caleb Griffith singled in 
a pair. Landen Lydick had two 
one-base rap~. 

Logan Hess drove in four runs 
with three singles for the Jets. 
Peyton Causby. Hayden Jenkim. 
and Braylen Akers all singled in 
runs. 

SOFTBALL 
Toronto 11, Shadvside 4 

SHADYSIDE - The visiting 
Red Knights broke open a 3-2 
game with six runs in the top of 
the fifth inning in defeating the 
Tigers. ~ ~ 

Isabella Cattrell knocked in 
four runs with a pair of singles 
for Toronto. Ashton Thomas 
belted a twor-un homer .ind Cal
lie Anderson and Michelle An
derson evenly divided four RBI. 
with Callie having a single and 
double. 

Taylor Fulton doubled twice 
and drove in two runs for 
Shadyside. Kara Zeroski drove in 
a run with two singles and Abby 
Gorrell singled and doubled. 

Walleye hold 
serve in Toledo 

TOLEDO - The Wheehng 
Nailers will return to WesBanco 
Arena in the coming week and 
hope to match whaC the Toledo 
Walleye did at Huntington Cen
ter - hold serve on home ice in 
the Central Division Final Series. 

Mitchell Lewandowski notched 
a goal and an assist for the Wall
eye. who held off a late pu~h by 
the Nailers to secure a 5-3 win 
and a 2-0 lead in the best-of-7 set. 
All three Nailers goals came from 
defensemen. including Justin Lee. 
who lit the lamp twice. 

The first period was filled 
with momentum swings. and 
when the buzzer sounded. To
ledo found itself ahead 2 I. The 
Walleye got the first succe,sful 
penalty kill of the nt~ht. an• 
led that into the epening g:eal 
just I 3 seconds after the mi
nor expired. Lewandow..,k1 :slid 
a pass across to Jason WiHms. 
who stepped into the right slot. 
and drove a wrist shot into the 
right side of the cage. Wheeling 
pulled even with 2 :4 7 remain
ing. Matt Koopman set a pa~:s 
back for Lee a few feet in~ide 
of the offensive b)ueline. Lee 
waited for traffic to pile up in 
front of the goal. then smoked 
a slap shot into the left side of 
the net. 3 7 seconds later. Toledo 
went hack on ton . .lacoh Graves 



SPORTS 
• Boys 
Continued from Page 81 

''The conditions were far from ideal," 
Sliva pointed out. ·'They were bad for 
both teams. The balls were ~lick, as was 
the field. l thought both teams fought 
through it pretty we11:· 

Game MVP Brody Saunders shined 
both on the mound and plate. The lanky 
junior went the distance on the hill, strik
ing out just four and walking only one. 
He scattered five hits, three going to 
Indian Creek's Ty Householder. Saun
ders, who no-hit the Redskins earlier 
this season. threw 122 pitches - three 
shy of the limit - with 78 being strikes. 

•'You can't say enough about the job 
he did on the mound," Sliva praised. 
·The conditions weren't good but he 
did a good job of adapting to them and 
pitching his game. I'm very proud of 
him. as I am with the entire team." 

Saunders also keyed a six-run bottom 
of the third with a bases-clearing dou
ble to the gap in left-center that gave the 
Red Devils a 6- I lead after Householder 
tripled in Caleb Bodo with two outs in 
the top of the inning. 

"That was obviously the biggest hit of 
the game," Sliva said. 

Saunders said he wasn't really look
ing for a certain pitch. 

"'l was just looking for something 
middle in, trying to get on base," he ex- • 
plained. "I got the pitch I wanted and 
took it to left-center." 

Wright State University sign
ee Braylen Blomquist ignited the St. 
Clairsville outburst with a leadoff sin
gle. He went to third when a fly ball to 
nght by Marcus Bush was misplayed. 
Hunter Hoffman walked to load the 
base~ and left-handed-hitting Mason 
Myers flared a single to left that tied the 
game at 1. Saunders then lined a 3-1 
pitch to the fence for a 4-1 advantage. 
Caleb Keenan drilled a ground-rule 
RBI double that bounced over the fence 
down the left field line. making it 5-1. 
With two outs. No. 9 hitter Niko Jacob 
ripped a single up the middle that plated 
Keenan. who had advanced to third on a 
sacrifice fly by Mikey Balgo. 

The Redskins cut into the deficit with 

• Track -
Continued from Page B1 

In the individual races, Wheeling 
Centrars JJ White came in firs tin 
the boys 400-meter dash, Steuben
ville· s Savi er Faulks came in first in 
the boys 300-meter hurdles, Valley's 
Gavin Derby finished first in the boys' 
200-meter dash. and Steubenville 
Catholic Central ' s Andrew Rohde took 
the gold in the boys 3200-meter run. 

In the relay races, Steubenville did 
well for themselves. winning the girls 
and the boys 4x200-meter relays, as 
well as the 4x400-meter relay. 

Two OVAC meet records were bro
ken - Dover"s 4x I IO meter shuttle 
hurdle team finished with a new top 
time of 56.63. and Trinity Christian's 
Elecia McCurrie set a new record in the 
I 00-meter dash with an 11.88. 

The hosting Red Devils got standout 
performances from multiple athletes to 
help them to 4A titles. 

"On the boys side, Harison Kazmir-

• Walleye 
Continued from Page 81 

Wheeling temporarily pulled within 
one, thanks to a hard-working shift in the 
offensive zone. The goal was ultimate
ly created by Louie Roehl's low right 
point shot. which kicked out to defensive 
partner Isaac Belliveau for a slam dunk 
from the left side. Onin Centazzo put the 
Walleye back on top by two with 4: 13 to 
go. when he crashed the net and poked in 
a lead pass from Brandon Kruse. 

Wheeling pushed hard to come back 
in the third period, and pulled within a 
goal with 11 :03 left on the clock. Davis 
Bunz patiently held the puck along the 
right wing wall. then connected with Lee, 
who made a gorgeous dangle move in the 
right circle and roofed his second tally 
of the night. Unfortunately, the Nailers 

a pair of runs in the fifth as Householder 
singled in one and the other crossed on a 
throwing error. However, the Red Dev
ils answered back with two of their own 
in the bottom when Bush singled to cen
ter with two outs that scored Jacob and 
Blomquist, bumping the count to 8-3. 

After Indian Creek made it 8-4 in the 
sixth, St. Clairsville got that run back. 
as well. 

"I think the big key to the game was 
that we kept adding runs after they 
would score," Sliva noted. 

Saunders was also involved in a pair 
of defensive gems. In the first inning 
after yielding a leadoff single to House
holder, he caught an attempted sacrifice 
bunt for an out and then flipped to Hoff
man at first for an inning-changing dou
ble play. He then whirled and picked a 
runner off second to end the sixth. 

Landon Pownall had a double for In
dian Creek. Hunter Rusnak an infield 
single. 

"The bottom line is we gave them 
two many extra outs with a couple of 
miscues in the field and too many free 
passes," indian Creek head coach Mike 
Cottis said. "You can't do that against a 
good team like St. Clairsville. 

Myers, playing in just his fourth game 
after recovering from a broken wrist, 
had two singles, one a perfect bunt that 
loaded the bases in the first with one 
out, but Indian Creek starter Sylus Hyde 
worked his way out of trouble with a 
pair of strikeouts. He struck out four 
and walked three before being chased in 
the third by Saunders' blast. Reliever Sy 
Barcalow fanned a pair but issued four 
free passes and hit back-to-back batters 
in the sixth. 

"I feel very happy for my seniors to 
be able to cap their careers like this," 
Sliva said. "Most of them have been 
four-year players for us and they have 
put in a lot of time and hard work. They 
deserve it, but they also know we've got 
a lot of baseball to play yet." 

St. Clairsville hosts Barnesville on 
Monday for Senior Night before travel
ing to Steubenville Tuesday in a game 
that will be televised live by WTOV 9. 

ski and Colton Westlake were in four 
events and they both were winners in 
multiple events," Wilson said. "Colton 
Westlake in particular, he finished first 
in class in all his events. When your se
niors step up like that, it 's big for us. 
On the girls side, Emma Henry, senior 
for us, she stepped up in both the I 00 
and 200, she did what we needed herto 
do as a senior leader." 

Westlake finished first among all 4A 
boys in the 300 and 11 0 •meter hur
dles. Kazmirski finished first in 4A in 
the boys 400-meter dash. Emma Henry 
placed second overall and first in 4A in 
both the girls 200 and I 00-meter dash, 
and placed third in 4A in the girls long 
jump. 

The OV AC meet will be the last stop 
for many of the attending teams before 
the postseason. The WVSSAC State 
Track Meet is set for May 17 and 18, 
while the OHSAA State Track Meet is 
set for May 30-June 1. 

were unable to find an equalizer, and Ri
ley Sawchuk' s empty netter iced the 5-3 
Toledo win. 

Jan Bednar picked up the victory in 
goal for the Walleye, as he thwarted 30 
of the 33 shots he faced. Jax.on Castor 
had a busy night in the Wheeling crease, 
as he came away with 3 7 saves on 41 
shots. 

The Nailers and Walleye will have a 
few days off before the Central Di vision 
Final Series resumes with Grune 3 at 
WesBanco Arena on Wednesday night 
at 7:10. Game 4 will be in Wheeling on 
Friday night at 7: l 0, followed by Game 
5 on Saturday night at 7: l 0. 

To purchase tickets for the playoffs or 
for any questions or concerns about tick
eting, please visit wheelingnailers.com or 
call (304) 234-GOAL. 

Introducing the lightest folding 
power chair in the world 
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LOCAL CARD I 
(all games at 5 p.m. 

unless noted) 
Monday, May 6 

BASEBALL 
W.Va. Class A Section I 

Tournament 
No. 5 Magnolia at No. 4 Paden 
City 
No. 6 Valley at No. 3 Cameron 
No. 7 Hundred at No. 2 Ma-
donna 

W.Va. Class AA Section I 
Tournament 

Region I, Section 1 
Game 1 - No. 5 Oak Glen at 
No. 4 North Marion 

Regular Season 
Barnesville at St. Clairsville 
Union Local at Shadyside 

SOFTBALL 
W.Va. Class A Section I 

Final Series 
(at Ben's Field, 1-470 

BalHields, Elm Grove) 
Magnolia vs. Wheeling Cen-
tral, 5:30 p.m. 
Ohio Sectional Tournaments 
(Higher Seed is Home Team) 

Division II 
Minerva at Beaver Local 
Maysville at W. Muskingum 
Philo at Martins Ferry 
River View at Cambridge 

Division Ill 
Buckeye Trail at Claymont 
Garaway at Fort Frye 
Bellaire at Sandy Valley 
Tusky Valley at Barnesville 
Buckeye Local at Ridgewood 
Coshocton at Union Local 
St. C. at Meadowbrook 

TRACK 
Indian Valley League Meet at 
Edison, 4 p.m. 

SPORTS ON TV 
Monday, May 6 
MLB BASEBALL 

6p.m. 
FS1 - Detroit at Cleveland 

9:30 p.m. 
MLBN - Regional Cov

erage: Texas at Oakland OR 
Miami at LA Dodgers (10:10 
p.m.l 

NBA BASKETBALL 
7:30 p.m. 

TNT - Eastern Conference 
Semifinal: Indiana at New 
York, Game 1 

TRUTV - Eastern Con
ference Semifinal: :ndiana at 
New York, Game 1 (BetCast) 

10p.m. 
TNT - Western Confer

ence Semifinal: Minnesota at 
Denver, Game 2 

TRUTV - Western Confer
ence Semifinal: Minnesota at 
Denver, Game 2 (BetCast) 

NHL HOCKEY 
8p.m. 

ESPN - Eastern Confer
ence Semifinal: Boston at 
Florida, Game 1 

SOCCER (MEN'S) 
Noon 

CBSSN - Serie A: Atalanta 
at Salernitana 

3p.m. 
USA - Premier League: 

Manchester United at Crystal 
Palace 

I MLB STANDINGS 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 

East Division 
w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 

Baltimore 23 11 .676 - 7-3 W-4 12-7 11-4 
New York 23 13 .639 1 +2½ 6-4 W-3 11-5 12-8 
Boston 19 16 .543 4½ 1 5-5 W-1 7.9 12-7 
Tampa Bay 17 18 .486 6½ 3 5-5 W-3 11-9 6-9 
Toronto 16 19 .457 717 4 3-7 L-1 8-7 8·12 

Central Division 
w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 

Cleveland 22 12 .647 - 5-5 W-2 10-5. 12-7 
Minnesota 19 14 .576 2¥2 9-1 L-1 8-7 11-7 
Kansas City 20 15 .571 2½ 5-5 L-2 13-7 7-8 
Detroit 18 16 .529 4 1½ 4-6 L-3 8-9 10-7 
Chicago 8 26 .235 14 1117 5-5 W-2 5-12 3-14 

West Division 
w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 

Seattle 19 15 .559 - 7-3 W-2 11-8 8-7 
Texas 19 16 .543 ½ 1 6-4 W-2 10-9 9-7 
Oakland 17 18 .486 2¥2 3 8-2 L-1 9-10 8-8 
Houston 12 22 .353 7 7½ 5-5 L-2 7-12 5-10 

12 22 .353 7 7½ 2-8 L-2 4· 11 8-11 Los Ang. 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 

East Division 
w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 

Phi lade I. 23 11 .676 8-2 W-4 12-6 11-5 
At lanta 20 12 .625 2 +4 4-6 L-3 11-4 9-8 
Washing. 17 17 .500 6 7-3 W·1 6-9 11·8 
New York 16 18 .471 7 1 3-7 L-3 9-10 7-8 
Miami 10 26 .278 14 8 4-6 W-1 5•15 5-11 

Central Division 
w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 

Milwaukee 20 13 .606 - 5-5 u 7-7 13-6 
Chicago 21 14 .600 - +3½ 5-5 W-2 12-4 9-10 
Cincinnati 16 18 .471 4½ 1 2-8 L-5 9·10 7-8 
Pittsburgh 16 19 .457 5 1½ 3-7 W-2 7-8 9-11 
St. Louis 15 19 .441 5½ 2 5-5 L-2 6-9 9-10 

West Division 
w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 

Los Ang. 23 13 .639 -
San Diego 18 19 .486 5½ 
San Fran. 15 19 .441 7 
Arizona 15 20 .429 7½ 
Colorado 8 26 .235 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
Saturday's Games 

N.Y. Yankees 5, Detroit 3 
Minnesota 3, Boston 1 
Chicago White Sox 6, St. 
Louis 5, 10 innings 
Oakland 20, Miami 4 
Toronto 6, Washington 3 
Cleveland 7, L.A. Angels 1 
Baltimore 2, Cincinnati 1 
Seattle 5, Houston 0 
Texas 15, Kansas City 4 
Tampa Bay 3, N.Y. Mets 1 
Sunday's Games 
Cleveland 4, L.A. Angels 1 

14 

N.Y. Yankees 5, Detroit 2, 8 inn. 
Washington 11, Toronto 8 
Texas 3, Kansas City 2, 10 inn. 
Chicago WS 5, St. Louis 1 
Boston 9, Minnesota 2 
Seattle 5, Houston 4 
Tampa Bay 7, N.Y. Mets 6, 10inn. 
Baltimore 11, Cincinnati 1 
Miami 12, Oakland 3 
Monday's Games 
Detroit (Flaherty 0-11 at Cleve
land (McKenzie 2-21, 6:10 p.m. 
L.A. Angels (Anderson 2-3) at 
Pittsburgh (Keller 2-3), 6:40 p.m. 
Chicago White Sox (Soroka 
0-3) at Tampa Bay (Alexander 
1 11. 6:50 p.m. 
Milwaukee (Wilson 2-11 at Kan
sas City (Ragans 2-2), 7:40 p.m. 
Seattle (Castillo 3-41 at Minne
sota (Woods Richardson 1-0), 
7:40 p.m. 
Texas (Heaney 0-4) at Oak
land (Wood 1-2), 9:40 p.m. 

8-2 W-4 12-8 11-5 
½ 4-6 L-1 8-12 10-7 
2 4-6 L-2 9.7 6-12 

2½ 3-7 W-1 9-10 6-10 
9 2-8 L-2 5-10 3-16 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Saturday's Games 

Chicago Cubs 6, Milwaukee 5 
Chicago White Sox 6, St. 
Louis 5, 10 innings 
Pittsburgh 1, Colorado 0 
Oakland 20, Miami 4 
Toronto 6, Washington 3 
Baltimore 2, Cincinnati 1 
Philadelphia 14, San Francisco 3 
Tampa Bay 3, N.Y. Mets 1 
San Diego 13, Arizona 1 
L.A. Dodgers 1 1. Atlanta 2 

Sunday's Games 
Pittsburgh 5, Colorado 3 
Washington 11, Toronto 8 
Chicago Cubs 5, Milwaukee O 
Chicago WS 5, St. Louis 1 
Tampa Bay 7, N.Y. Mets 6, 10 
innings 
L.A. Dodgers 5, Atlanta 1 
Baltimore 11. Cincinnati 1 
Arizona 11, San Diego 4 
Miami 12, Oakland 3 
San Francisco at Ph iladelphia. 
7:10 p.m. 
Monday's Games 
San Francisco (Black 0-0) at 
Philadelphia (Wheeler 3·3>. 
4:05 p.m. 
Milwaukee !Wilson 2-11 at Kan
sas City (Ragans 2-2), 7:40 p.m. 
San Diego (Darvish 1-11 at 
Chicago Cubs (Steele 0-0), 
7:40 p.m. 
N.Y. Mets (Manaea 1 1 I at St. 
Louis (Gibson 2-2), 7:45 p.m. 
Miami (Munoz 1--0) at L.A. Dodg
ers (BuehlerO-O), 10:10 p.m. 

I PREP LINESCORES 11 ECHL PLAYOFFS I .__I _TR_A_NS_AC_TI_ON_S........., 
BASEBALL BASEBALL 

OVAC Class 4A 
Championship (at Edison 
Unified Sports Complex, 

Richmond) 
St. Clairsville 9. 
Indian Creek 4 

I. Creek 001 021 0 - 4 5 1 
St. C. 006 021 x - 9 B 2 
IC-Hyde Ip 14K, 3BB), Bar• 

calow 131, (2K, 4BB) and Rus
nak; Householder 2S, T, 2rbi; 
L. Pownall D 

StC-Saunders wp (4K. 
2BBI and Bush; Myers 2S, rbi; 
Saunders D, 3rbi; Keenan D, 
rbi; Florence sac, rbi; Jacob 
S, rbi 

Regular Season 
Monroe Central 10, 

Union Local 9 
M.Central 000 043 3 - 10 7 3 
U.Local 001 421 1 - 9 11 4 

MC-Bettinger (2K, 4BBI, 
M. Demchak wp (5), (1K, 1BB) 
and Lydick; Lydick 2S; Griffith 
S, 2rbi; M. Demchak T, 2rbi 

UL-Jefferis (4K, 4BBI, 
Causby 15). (1K, 2BBI, Akers Ip 
(71. (1K, 1BB) and White; Hess 
3S, 4rbi; Carpenter 2S; Causby 
S, rbi; Jenkins S. rbi; Akers S, 
rbi 

SOFTBALL 
Toronto 11, Shadyside 4 

Toronto 102 062 0 - 11 11 3 
Shady 0011200- 4 8 4 

T- L. Anderson wp (6K, 
2BB) and M. Anderson; Danko 
D; Reeves S, rbi; M. Anderson 
2S, 2rbi; C. Anderson S, D, 
2rbi; L. Anderson D; Cattrell 
2S, 4rbi; Thomas HR, 2rbi 

$-Fulton Ip (6K, 4BB) and 
Saxton; A. Gorrell S, D; Ful-
+, u ~ "li\ -Jrh: • 7 .,,.,.,....,.1,,; ?C:::: ,-h;• 

DIVISION FINALS 
(Bast-of-7; x-if necessary) 

NORTH DIVISION 
Norfolk 2, Adirondack 0 
Friday, May 3: Norfolk 7, 

Adirondack 4 
Saturday, May 4: Norfolk 5, 

Adirondack 2 
Wednesday, May B: Ad

irondack at Norfolk, 7:05 p.m. 
Friday, May 10: Adirondack 

at Norfolk, 7:05 p.m. 
x-Saturday, May 11: Ad

irondack at Norfolk, 7:05 p.m. 
x-Tuesday, May 14: Norfolk 

at Adirondack, 7 p.m. 
x-Wednesday, May 15: 

Norfolk at Adirondack, 7 p.m. 
SOUTH DIVISION 

Florida 2, Orlando 0 
Friday, May 3: Florida 5, Or

lando 1 
Saturday, May 4: Florida 6, 

Orlando 3 
Tuesday, May 7: Florida at 

Orlando, 7 p.m. 
Thursday, May 9: Florida at 

Orlando, 7 p.m. 
x-Sunday, May 12: Florida 

at Orlando, 3 p.m. 
x-Tuesday, May 14: Orlan• 

do at Florida, 7:30 p.m. 
x-Wednesday, May 15: Or

lando at Florida, 7:30 p.m. 
CENTRAL DIVISION 

Toledo 2, Wheeling 0 
Friday, May 3: Toledo 2, 

Wheeling 1, OT 
Saturday, May 4: Toledo 5, 

Wheeling 3 
Wednesday, May 8: Toledo 

at Wheeling, 7:10 p.m. 
Friday, May 10: Toledo at 

Wheeling, 7:10 p.m. 
x-Saturday, May 11: Toledo 

at Wheeling, 7:10 p.m. 
X·r_,'12n.da_y. ~~y 13: Wheel-

Major League Baseball 
American League 

HOUSTON ASTROS - As• 
signed SS Grae Kessinger to 
Sugar Land (PCL) on a rehab 
assignment. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS -
Assigned RHP Alec Marsh to 
Omaha (Ill on a rehab as
signment. Optioned RHP Col• 
in Selby to Omaha. Recalled 
LHP Daniel Lynch IV from 
Omaha. 

NEW YORK YANKEES -
Assigned RHP Nick Burdi to 
Somerset (EL) on a rehab as
signment. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - ,. 
Reinstated RHP Alek Manoah 
from the 15-day IL. Optioned' 
LHP Brendon Little to Buffalo..., 
IIU. 

National League 
ARIZONA DIAMOND-

BACKS - Reinstated RHP 
Ryne Nelson from the 15-day 
IL. Optioned LHP Brandon 
Hughes to Reno (PCL). 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS 
- Assigned RHP Connor 
Brogdon to Oklahoma City 
(PCL) on a rehab assignment. 
Reinstated RHP Blake Trein
en from the 15-day IL. Placed 
RHP Evan Ph illips on the 15-
day IL. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Des• 
ignated RHP Darren Mc
caughan for assignment. 
Assigned LHP Jesus Luzardo 
to Jupiter (FSU on a rehab 
assignment. Selected the 
contract of RHP Eli Villalobos 
from Jacksonville Ill ). 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS -
Reinstated OF Dylan Carlson 
from the 10-day IL. Optioned 
r PoMrn P,onoc tn lJJo rnnhic: 


