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4A championship. and the 
boys totaling the highest team 
score across all cla'-'>es. 

After OV AC qualifying 
meets on Monda} and Tues­
day. Saturday's champion­
ship meet was as much a test 
of endurance as it was; a test 
of performance. 

··we hosted four meet-. this 
week. ,;o the big thmg we had 
to focus on was j ust compet­
ing hard and purring rn solid 
cffons." St. Clairs,·ille head 
coach Dann Wihon .-.,11d. 
"We dicn·t have tt do any 
thing !',pecial. ; w,t do whal 
we·vc been doing all year. 
After Monday. Tue'>day. ju 
nior high on Wednesday. it's 
Just a te-.tamenl to the athletes 
to come back toda) prepared 
to do what thev need to do to 
sweep the title~. --

PMIO by Nic;ll enftl() n 
ABOVE: The St. Clairsville Red Devil boys track team, pictured, are the OVAC 4A and overall champions after their perfor­
mance Saturday at their home track for the OVAC championships. The Red Devils totaled 186 points as a team. more than 
60 points ahead of overall second-place Morgantown. BELOW: The St. Clairsville Red Devil girls track team, pictured, are Ire 
OVAC 4A and champions after their performance Saturday at their home track for the OVAC championships. The Red Devijs 
totaled 120 points as a team. 

St. Clairsville raised tro­
phies for both their boys and 
girls -;quads. while the boys· 
186 points topped the entire 
conference field by a wide 
manrm. 

··611 the boys side as a 
whole we qualified really 
well. it was just a matter of 
putting in ,olid efforts:· Wil­
son said. "On the !!iris side we 
were led bv our field events. 
we scored ·a lot or points in 
our field events. definitely 
long Jump and pole vault. All 
of our relays were here. and 
that·" ;i h1~• p:•n ,,1 :, 1" '<·!! 
:--101!, ,:\1;•·-;,_ :-.:,1:!.,: n.:l,1\ learn 
ran today.'· ~ • 

Please see (WAC MEET. 
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St. C. Bests Creek For av AC Title 

Photo by Kim North 
St. Clairsville's Brody Saunders. right, and Braylen 
Blomquist embrace after the Red Devils won their 
second consecutive OVAC Class 4A baseball cham­
pionship. 9-4, on Saturday over Indian Creek at Ed­
ison High School's Unified Sports Complex in Rich­
mond. Looking on is teammate Mikey Balgo (7) . 

By KIM NORTH 
Staff Writer 

RICHMOND - The old myth 
that beating a team three times in 
the same season is hard was just a 
myth Saturday. 

Top-seeded St. Clairsville (20-
2) defended its OVAC Class 4A 
baseball championship with a 9-4 
verdict over No. 2 Indian Creek 
( 14-6) on the synthetic surface at 
the wet Edison High School's Uni­
fied Sports Complex. The entire 
contest was played in a steady rain. 

Not onlv did the Red Devils 
go back-to-back. but they did it 
against the Redskins, as well. 

"We played Creek here last year 
and. fortunately, we were able to 
come out on top again.'' veteran 
St. Clairsville head coach Tom 
Sliva said. "They have a really 

good team and they didn't make it 
as easy as it looked at times. 

·'The conditions were far from 
ideal," Sli va pointed out. ·They 
were bad for both teams. The 
balls were slick, as was the field. I 
thought both teams fought through 
it pretty well." 

Game MVP Brody Saunders 
shined both on the mound and at 
the plate. The lanky junior went 
the distance on the hill, striking 
out just four and walking only 
one. He scattered five hits. three 
going to Indian Creek's Ty House­
holder. Saunders. who no-hit the 
Redskins earlier this season. threw 
122 pitches - three shy of the 
limit - with 7 8 being strikes. 

''You can' t say enough about 
the job he did on the mound ... 
Sliva praised. "The conditions 

weren ·t good but he did a good j ob 
of adapting to them and pitching 
his game. rm very proud of him. 
as I am with the entire team." 

Saunders also keyed a six-run 
bottom of the third with a bas­
es-clearing double to the gap in 
left-center that 2:ave the Red Dev­
ils a 6-1 lead after Houscholclcr 
tripled in Caleb Bodo with two 
outs in the top of the inning. 

"That was obviously the biggest 
hit of the game: · Sliva said. 

Saunders said he wasn ·1 reallv 
looking for a certain pitch. • 

"I was just looking for some­
thing middle in, trying to get 
on base:· he explained. ··J got 
the pitch I wanted and took i t to 
left-center.·· 

Please see ST. C .. Page /0 

Cruz's Homer 
Leads Pirates 
Past Rockies 

TOP GIRLS' HOOPS STAPIS HONOPI D 

B\ WES CROSBY 
Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH - Oneil Cruz hit a 
two-run homer to highlight a four-run 
sixth inning. powering the Pittsburgh 
Pirates past the Colorado Rockies 5-3 
on Sundav for a series win. 

Cruz sent a slider from Ryan Feltner 
( 1-3) 429 feet to right-center. bouncing • 
his fifth of the season off the roof of a • 1· _ 

bar beyond the stands to put Pittsburgh t- ;l~,. ·; 
ahead 4-3. ~ -

He also had a double for his first "!" ~·
1

~ ·::., -~ 
game with multiple extra-base hits in ..-~__:..:::::;..__ =.;;.__,,:AP Photo 
35 i!.ames this season. • o c 

Before hittin!! a ball into the Alle!!hc- Pittsburgh Pirates' neil ruz, left, is 
~ ~ greeted by Bryan Reynolds after they 

ny River in the ninth inn111g of a 3-2 sc scored on Cruz's two-run home run 
ries-opcning loss Friday. Cruz had two during the sixth inning against the Colo­
doubles in I 7 games between homers. rado Rockies in Pittsburgh on Sunday. 

"I think the one thing we have to 
realize with Oneil 1s he 'cloes a lot of 
things that look easy." Pirates manag­
er Derck Shelton said. "So. at times. 
he gets the moniker of. like. 'The body 
language is bad.· He cares. I mean. 
he's locked 111. But I do think getting a 
couple of hits. having a couple of good 

• mJ 

games. your confidence will definitely 
tick back up.'' 

After the homer, Rowdy Tellez hit a 
double to right before scoring on a sin­
gle from Jack Suwinski. 

Please see PIRATES. Par;e JO 

Cameron's 
Ashlynn Van 
Tassell was a 
co-recipient of 

~. the Mary Os-
• ...... .:r trowski Award 

as the Best Girls 
Basketball Play­
er in the state of 
West Virginia. 
Van Tassell re­
ceived her award 
during Sunday's 
77th annual 
Victory Awards 
Dinner at River 
City Restaurant 
in downtown 
Wheeling. The 
other co-recip­
ient, Wheeling 
Park's Alexis 
Bordas. was 
unable to attend 
due to a pr or 
commitment. 

Photo by Kim North 



1 nen Hotas un Hally Io uereat UL Feltner. who gave up five runs on 
eight hits in 5 2/3 innings, began the 
inning by allowing a single to Connor 
Joe and a double to Bryan Reynolds in 
the first four pitches. Joe scored on a 
grounder from Ke'Bryan Hayes. 

starter Bailey Falter with one out in the 
sixth. David Bednar picked up his sixth 
save, allowing a two-out double from 
Sean Bouchard before striking out Jake 
Cave in the ninth. 

MORRISTOWN 
Visiting Monroe Central 
tallied three times in the 
top of the seventh and 
then held off a late ral­
ly by Union Local in the 
bottom of the inning for a 
I 0-9 high school baseball 
victory on Saturday. 

Max Demchak earned 
the win in relief with one 
K and a walk. He abo tri­
pled m two run .... while 
Caleb Griffith ~ingled in a 
pair. Landen Lydick had 
two one-ba~e raps. 

OVAC MEET 

Logan Hess drove in 
four runs with three sin­
gles for the Jets. Peyton 
Causby, Hayden Jenkins 
and Braylen Akers all sin­
gled in runs. 

SOFTBALL 
Toronto 11, 
Shadyside 4 

SHADYSIDE - The 
v1s1tmg Red Knights 
broke open a 3-2 game 
with six runs in the top of 
the fifth inning in defeat­
ing the Tigers. 

Isabella Cattrell 

(Continued from Page 9) 

knocked in four runs with 
a pair of singles for To­
ronto. Ashton Thomas 
belted a twor-un homer 
and Callie Anderson and 
Michelle Anderson even­
ly divided four RBI. with 
Callie having a single and 
double. 

Taylor Fulton dou­
bled twice and drove in 
two runs for Shadyside. 
Kara Zeroski drove in a 
run with two singles and 
Abby Gorrell singled and 
doubled. 

The Pirates took the final two of the 
three-game set, their first series victo­
ry since winning two of three against 
Baltimore from April 5-7. The Rockies, 
have yet to win a series. 

··unable to get the big hit through­
out the course of the game a couple of 
times," Colorado manager Bud Black 
said. ·'That's been a killer for our of­
fense. Somewhere along the line, we've 
got to get a couple of guys hot." 

Luis Ortiz (2-1) was perfect in l 
2/3 innings after replacing Pittsburgh 

The St. C. girl~ totaled I 20 points. 
While the Red Devils swept 4A, 

Steubenville Catholic Central won the 
girls I A/2A title with 88 team points, 
while Shadyside won the boys side 
with 86 team points. Trinity Christian 
and Shady~ide were co-runners up in 
gir\s competition with 72 points each, 
while Caldwell was boys runner-up 
with 70 poinb. 

Shenandoah was the 3A girls runner with 94 points. 

Barnesville·~ girls were triumphant 
in 3A with 84 points. while the Lins­
ly boys won with 102 team points. 

up with 82 points, and the Barnesville Local athletes threw, ran and 
boys were runner-up with 66 points. jumped their way to the top of the 

St. Clairsville was duel champions many of the events at the meet, which 
in 4A, and Weir was duel runner up, ran from 10 a.m. to just before 3 p.m. 
the boys tallying 86 points and the In field events, Union Local's Johnny 
girls 90 points. Sabinski placed first in the boys dis-

Morgantown swept SA, the boys cus throw and shot put, Steubenville's 
scoring 120 points and the girls I 22. Sabria Jones placed first in the girls 
122 points was tops for all classes in long jump, and St. Clairsville's Ava 
girls competition. Dover's girls were Crum placed first in the girls pole 
runner up with 86 team points, while vault. 
Steubenville boys were runner up In the individual races, Wheeling 

Central's JJ White came in firs tin the 
boys 400-meter dash. Steubenville's 
Savier Faulks came in first in the boys 
300-meter hurdles. Valley's Gavin 
Derby finished first in the boys· 
200-meter dash, and Steubenville 
Catholic Central's Andrew Rohde 
took the gold in the boys 3200-meter 
run. 

In the relay races, Steubenville did 
well for themselves, winning the girls 
and the boys 4x200-meter relays. as 
well as the 4x400-meter relay. 

Jacob Stallings and Bouchard put Col­
orado ahead 3-0 on back-to-back home 
runs off Falter in the second inning. 

Falter gave up three runs on six hits. 
"Would like to have a couple pitch­

es back," Falter said. "These guys are 
good hitters. They·re all here for a rea­
son, just like us .... After the third. set­
tled down pretty well and felt like we 
did a pretty good job.'" 

Cruz doubled off the Clemente Wall 
in right with one out in the fourth and 
Hayes scored the Pirates' first run when 
Tellez grounded back to Feltner. 

the l00-meter dash with an 11.88. 
The hosting Red Devils crot stand­

out performances from muftiple ath­
letes to help them to 4A titles. 

''On the boys side. Harison Ka­
zmirski and Colton Westlake were in 
four events and they both were win­
ners in multiple events:· Wi lson said. 
"Colton Westlake in particular. he 
finished first in class in all his events. 
When your seniors step up like that. 
it's big for us. 

''On the girls side, Emma Henry, se­
nior for us, she stepped up in both the 
100 and 200. she did what we needed 
her to do as a senior leader.·· 

Westlake finished first among a ll 
4A boys in the 300 and 110-mctcr 
hurdles. 

Kazmirski finished first in 4A in the 
boys 400-meter dash. Emma Henry 
placed second overall and first in 4A 
in both the girls 200 and I 00-meter 
dash, and placed third in 4A in the 
girls long jump. 

SOt.J\R SHINGLES• ROOFING· GUTTERS· SIDINQ • T»IM • W1NDOW5 • DOORS 

Two OV AC meet records were bro­
ken - Dover's 4x I IO meter shuttle 
hurdle team finished with a new top 
time of 56.63, and Trinity Christian ' s 
Elecia McCurrie set a new record in 

The OV AC meet will be the last 
stop for many of the attending teams 
before the postseason. The WVS­
SAC State Track Meet is set for May 
17 and 18. while the OHSAA State 
Track Meet is set for May 30-June I. 

CALL NOW 
FORA 
QUOTE 
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ST. c. 
(Continued from Page 9) 

Wright State University 
signee Braylen Blomquist 
ignited the St. Clairsville 
outburst with a leadoff 
single. He went to third 
when a fly ball to right 
by Marcus Bush was mis­
played. Hunter Hoffman 
walked to load the bas­

·• es and left-handed-hit­
ting Mason Myers flared 
a single to left that tied 
the game at I . Saunders 
then lined a 3-1 pitch to 
the fence for a 4-1 ad­
vantage. Caleb Keenan 
drilled a ground-rule RBI 
double that bounced over 
the fence down the left 
field line, making it 5- 1. 
With two outs. No. 9 hit­
ter Niko Jacob ripped a 
single up the middle that 
plated Keenan, who had 
advanced to third on a 
sacrifice fly by Mikey 
Balgo. 

The Redskins cut into 
the deficit with a pair of 

runs in the fifth as House­
holder singled in one and 
the other crossed on a 
throwing error. However, 
the Red Devils answered 
back with two of their 
own in the bottom when 
Bush singled to center 
with two outs that scored 
Jacob and Blomquist, 
bumping the count to 8-3. 

After Indian Creek 
made it 8-4 in the sixth, 
St. Clairsville got that run 
back, as well. 

"I think the big key 
to the game was that we 
kept adding runs after 
they would score," Sliva 
noted. 

Saunders was also in­
volved in a pair of de­
fensive gems. In the first 
inning after yielding a 
leadoff single to House­
holder, he caught an at­
tempted sacrifice bunt for 
an out and then flipped 
to Hoffman at first for an 
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inning-changing double 
play. He then whirled and 
picked a runner off sec­
ond to end the sixth. 

Landon Pownall had a 
double for Indian Creek. 
Hunter Rusnak an infield 
single. 

"The bottom line is we 
gave them two many extra 
outs with a couple of mis­
cues in the field and too 
many free passes:· indian 
Creek head coach Mike 
Cottis said. "'You can ·t do 
that against a good team 
like St. Clairsville. 

Myers. playing in just 
his fourth game after re­
covering from a broken 
wrist. had two singles. 
one a perfect bunt that 
loaded the bases in the 
first with one out. but In­
dian Creek starter Sylus 
Hyde worked his way out 
of trouble with a pair of 
strikeouts. He struck out 
four and walked three be­
fore being chased in the 
third by Saunders· blast. 
Reliever Sy Barcalow 
fanned a pair but issued 
four free passes and hit 
back-to-back batters in 
the sixth. 

"I feel very happy for 
my seniors to be able 
to cap their careers like 
this." Sliva said. '"Most 
of them have been four­
year players for us and 
they have put in a lot of 
time and hard work. They 
deserve it. but they also 
know we·ve got a lot of 
baseball to play yet. .. 

St. Clairsville host~ 
Barnesville today for Se­
nior Night before traveling 
to Steubenville Tue-;day. 
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St C. boys win back-to-back OVAC championships 
By KIM NORTH 
Staff Writer 

RICHMOND - The old myth that beating a team ~;1:::,.~::t:::.~;"4..._ __ I 
three times in the same season is hard was just a myth I"' 
Saturday. 

Top-seeded St. Clairsville (20-2) defended its OV AC ' 
Class 4A baseball championship with a 9-4 verdict over 
No. 2 Indian Creek ( 14-6) on the ::.ynthetic surface at •4 

the wet Edison High School"s Unified Sports Complex. 
The entire contest was played in a !>teady ram. 

Not only did the Red Devils go back-to-back. but 
they did it against the Redskins. as well. 

"We played Creek here last year and. fortunately. we 
were able to come out on top again:· veteran St. Clairs­
ville head coach Tom Sliva said ... They have a really 
good team and they didn ·t make it as easy as it looked 
at time:-. 

Photo by N CK HENTHORN 

THE ST. Clairsville Red Devil boys track team, pictured, are the OVAC 4A and overall champions after their performance Saturday 
at their home track for the OVAC championships. The Red Devils totalled 186 points as a team, more than 60 points ahead of 
overall second-place Morgantown. 

St. C. boys and girls 
track comes out on top 
By NICK HENTHORN 
Sports Editor 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Saturdav wJs 
the culmination of days-long competition 
as the OV AC crowned its champions on 
the St. Clairsville track. the hostin!.! Red 
De\ ils winning the boys and girl.s 4A 
championship. and the boy:, totalling the 
highest team :,core across all clas<;es. 

After OV AC qualifying meets on Mon­
day and Tuesday. Saturday's champion­
ship meet was a~ much a h!'>t of endurance 
a'> it wa<; a test of performance. 

··we ho:.ted four meet!> this week. so the 
big thing we had to focu!-1 on 1...-as jus1 com­
peting hard and putting rn solid efforts:· 
St. Clairwille head coach Darin Wibon 
,aid. •·we didn' t have to do anything !>pe­
cial. just do what we·ve been doing all 
year. After Monday. Tuesday. junior high 
on Wednesday. if'> just a te<;tament to the 
athletes to come back today prepared to do 
what they need to do to sweep the titles.·· 

St. Clairsville raised trophies for both 
their boys and girls squads. while the 
boys' 186 points topped the entire confer­
ence field by a wide margin. 

··on the boys side a~ a whole we quali­
fied really well, it was just a matter of put­
ting in solid efforts," Wilson said. ··on the 
girls side we were led by our field event~. 
we scored a lot of points in our field events. 
definitely long jump and pole vault. All of 
our relays were here. and that's a big part 
of it. on both sides every single relay team 
ran today:· 

The St. C. girls totaled 120 points. 
While the Red Devils swept 4A. Steu­

benville Catholic Central won the girls 
I Al2A title with 88 team points;, while 
Shadyside won the boys '>ide with 86 team 
pomts. Trinity Christian and Shadyside 
were co-runners up rn girls competition 
with 72 points each. while Caldwell was 
boys runner-up with 70 points. 

Bamesville·s girls were triumphant in 
3A with 84 points. while the Linsly boys 

won with I 02 team points. Shenandoah 
was the 3A girls runner up with 82 points, 
and the Barnesville boys were runner-up 
with 66 points. 

St. Clairsville was duel champions in 
4A, and Weir was duel runner up, the boys 
tallying 86 points and the girls 90 points. 

Morgantown swept 5A. the boys scor­
ing 120 points and the girls I 22. 122 
points was tops for all classes in girls 
competition. Dover's girls were runner up 
with 86 team points, while Steubenville 
boys were runner up with 94 points. 

Local athletes threw, ran and jumped 
their way to the top of the many of the 
events at the meet, which ran from IO a.m. 
to just before 3 p.m. In field events. Union 
Local's Johnny Sabinski placed first in the 
boys discus throw and shot put, Steuben­
ville' s Sabria Jones placed first in the girls 
long jump. and St. Clairsville's Ava Crum 
placed first in the girls pole vault. 

See TRACK, Page B2 

MEMBERS OF 
the St. Clairsville 
baseball team 
dogpile Satur­
day after their 
9-4 victory over 
Indian Creek 
that allowed 
it to win back­
to-back OV AC 
Class 4A cham­
pionships. 

Photo t>y K M NOAT h 

UL downs 
Monroe 
Central 

MORRISTOWN - Visiting 
Monroe Central tallied three 
times in the top of the seventh 
and then held off a late rally by 
Union Local in the bottom of the 
inning for a 10-9 high school 
baseball victory on Saturday. 

Max Demchak earned the win 
in relief with one K and a walk. 
He also tripled in two runs. 
while Caleb Griffith singled in 
a pair. Landen Lydick had two 
one-ba'>e raps. 

Logan He~s drove in four rum. 
with three single~ for the Jets. 
Peyton Cau,,;by. Hayden Jenkin~ 
and Braylen Akers all singled in 
runs. 

SOFTBALL 
Toronto 11, Shadv-'>idc 4 

SHADYSIDE - The visiting 
Red Kmghts broke open a 3-2 
game with six runs in the top of 
the fifth inning in defeating the 
Tiger~. 

Isabella Cattrell knocked in 
four runs with a pair of singles 
for Toronto. Ashton Thomas 
belted a twor-un homer and Cal­
lie Anderson and Michelle An• 
derson evenly divided four RBI. 
with Callie having a single and 
double. 

Taylor Fulton doubled twice 
and drove in two runs for 
Shadyside. Kara Zeroski drove in 
a run with two singles and Abbv 
Gorrell singled and doubled. -

Walleye hold 
serve in Toledo 

TOLEDO - The Wheeling 
Nailers will return to WesBanco 
Arena in the coming week and 
hope to match wh£thc Toledo 
Walleye did at Huntington Cen­
ter - hold serve on home ice in 
the Central Division Final Serie\. 

Mitchell Lewandowski notched 
a goal and an assist for the Wall­
eye, who held off a late push by 
the Nailers to secure a 5-3 win 
and a 2-0 lead in the best-of-7 set. 
All three Nailers goals came from 
defensemen. including Justin Lee. 
who lit the lamp twice. 

The first period was filled 
with momentum swing<;. and 
when the buzzer sounded. To­
ledo found itself ahead 2-1. The 
Walleye got the first successful 
penalty kill of the night. and 
led that into the opening goal 
just 13 seconds after the mi 
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"The conditions were far from ideal," 
Sliva pointed out. "They were bad for 
both teams. The balls were $lick, as was 
the field. I thought both teams fought 
through it pretty well.'' 

Game MVP Brody Saunders shined 
both on the mound and plate. The lanky 
junior went the distance on the hill, strik­
ing out just four and walking only one. 
He scattered five hits, three going to 
Indian Creek's Ty Householder. Saun­
ders, who no-hit the Redskins earlier 
this season. threw 122 pitches - three 
shy of the limit • with 78 being strikes. 

"You can't say enough about the job 
he did on the mound," Sliva praised. 
"The conditions weren't good but he 
did a good job of adapting to them and 
pitching his game. I'm very proud of 
him, as I am with the entire team." 

Saunders also keyed a six-run bottom 
of the third with a bases-clearing dou­
ble to the gap in left-center that gave the 
Red Devils a 6-1 lead after Householder 
tripled in Caleb Bodo with two outs in 
the top of the inning. 

''That was obviously the biggest hit of 
the game." Sliva said. 

Saunders said he wasn't really look­
ing for a certain pitch. 

"l was just looking for something 
middle in, trying to get on base," he ex- • 
plained. "I got the pitch I wanted and 
took it to left-center.'' 

Wright State University sign­
ee Braylen Blomquist ignited the St. 
Clairsville outburst with a leadoff sin­
gle. He went to third when a fly ball to 
right by Marcus Bush was misplayed. 
Hunter Hoffman walked to load the 
bases and left-handed-hitting Mason 
Myers flared a single to left that tied the 
game at 1. Saunders then lined a 3-1 
pitch to the fence for a 4-1 advantage. 
Caleb Keenan drilled a ground-rule 
RBI double that bounced over the fence 
down the left field line. making it 5-1. 
With two outs. No. 9 hitter Niko Jacob 
ripped a single up the middle that plated 
Keenan. who had advanced to third on a 
sacrifice fly by Mikey Balgo. 

The Redskins cut into the deficit with 

a pair of runs in the fifth as Householder 
singled in one and the other crossed on a 
throwing error. However, the Red Dev­
ils answered back with two of their own 
in the bottom when Bush singled to cen­
ter with two outs that scored Jacob and 
Blomquist, bumping the count to 8-3. 

After Indian Creek made it 8-4 in the 
sixth, St. Clairsville got that run back, 
as well. 

"I think the big key to the game was 
that we kept adding runs after they 
would score," Sliva noted. 

Saunders was also involved in a pair 
of defensive gems. In the first inning 
after yielding a leadoff single to House­
holder, he caught an attempted sacrifice 
bunt for an out and then flipped to Hoff­
man at first for an inning-changing dou­
ble play. He then whirled and picked a 
runner off second to end the sixth. 

Landon Pownall had a double for In­
dian Creek. Hunter Rusnak an infield 
single. 

"The bottom line is we gave them 
two many extra outs with a couple of 
miscues in the field and too many free 
passes," indian Creek head coach Mike 
Cottis said. "You can't do that against a 
good team like St. Clairsville. 

Myers, playing in just his fourth game 
after recovering from a broken wrist, 
had two singles, one a perfect bunt that 
loaded the bases in the first with one 
out, but Indian Creek starter Sylus Hyde 
worked his way out of trouble with a 
pair of strikeouts. He struck out four 
and walked three before being chased in 
the third by Saunders' blast. Reliever Sy 
Barcalow fanned a pair but issued four 
free passes and hit back-to-back batters 
in the sixth. 

"I feel very happy for my seniors to 
be able to cap their careers like this,'' 
Sliva said. "Most of them have been 
four-year players for us and they have 
put in a lot of time and hard work. They 
deserve it, but they also know we've got 
a lot of baseball to play yet." 

St. Clairsville hosts Barnesville on 
Monday for Senior Night before travel­
ing to Steubenville Tuesday in a game 
that will be televised live by WTOV 9. 

• Track--- - - ----------
continued from Page B1 

In the individual races, Wheeling 
Central's JJ White came in firs tin 
the boys 400-meter dash, Steuben­
ville 's Savier Faulks came in first in 
the boys 300-meter hurdles, Valley's 
Gavin Derby finished first in the boys' 
200-meter dash. and Steubenville 
Catholic Central's Andrew Rohde took 
the gold in the boys 3200-meter run. 

In the relay races. Steubenville did 
well for themselves. winning the girls 
and the boys 4x200-meter relays, as 
well as the 4x400-meter relay. 

Two OVAC meet records were bro­
ken - Dover's 4x I IO meter shuttle 
hurdle team finished with a new top 
time of 56.63. and Trinity Christian's 
Elecia McCurrie set a new record in the 
I 00-meter dash with an 11 .88. 

The hosting Red Devils got standout 
performances from multiple athletes to 
help them to 4A titles. 

"On the boys side. Harison Kazmir-

• Walleye 
Continued from Page B 1 

Wheeling temporarily pulled within 
one. thank~ to a hard working shift in the 
offensive zone. The goal was ultimate­
ly created by Louie Roehl's low right 
point shot, which kicked out to defensive 
partner Isaac Belliveau for a slam dunk 
from the left side. Onin Centazzo put the 
Walleye back on top by two with 4: 13 to 
go, when he crashed the net and poked in 
a lead pass from Brandon Kruse. 

Wheeling pushed hard to come back 
in the third period. and pulled within a 
goal with 11 :03 left on the clock. Davis 
Bunz patiently held the puck along the 
light wing wall. then connected with Lee, 
who made a gorgeous dangle move in the 
right circle and roofed his second tally 
of the night. Unfortunately, the Nailers 

ski and Colton Westlake were in four 
events and they both were winners in 
multiple events," Wilson said. "Colton 
Westlake in particular, he finished first 
in class in all his events. When your se­
niors step up like that, it's big for us. 
On the girls side, Emma Henry, senior 
for us, she stepped up in both the 1 00 
and 200, she did what we needed her to 
do as a senior leader." 

Westlake finished first among all 4A 
boys in the 300 and 1 l 0-meter hur­
dles. Kazmirski finished first in 4A in 
the boys 400-meter dash. Emma Henry 
placed second overall and first in 4A in 
both the girls 200 and 100-meter dash, 
and placed third in 4A in the girls long 
jump. 

The OV AC meet will be the last stop 
for many of the attending teams before 
the postseason. The WVSSAC State 
Track Meet is set for May 17 and 18, 
while the OHSAA State Track Meet is 
set for May 30-June 1. 

were unable to find an equalizer, and Ri­
ley Sawchuk's empty netter iced the 5-3 
Toledo win. 

Jan Bednar picked up the victory in 
goal for the Walleye, as he thwarted 30 
of the 33 shots he faced. Jax.on Castor 
had a busy night in the Wheeling crease, 
as he came away with 3 7 saves on 41 
shots. 

The Nailers and Walleye will have a 
few days off before the Central Di vision 
Final Series resumes with Game 3 at 
WesBanco Arena on Wednesday night 
at 7: 10. Game 4 will be in Wheeling on 
Friday night at 7: 10, followed by Game 
5 on Saturday night at 7: 10. 

To purchase tickets for the playoffs or 
for any questions or concerns about tick­
eting, please visit wheelingnailers.com or 
call (304) 234-GOAL. 

Introducing the lightest folding 
power chair in the world 
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,---L-oc_A_L C-A-Ro--.11 M LB STANDINGS 
(all games at 5 p.m. 

unless notedl 
Monday, May 6 

BASEBALL 
W.Va. Class A Section I 

Tournament 
No. 5 Magnolia at No. 4 Paden 
City 
No. 6 Valley at No. 3 Cameron 
No. 7 Hundred at No. 2 Ma-
donna 

W.Va. Class AA Section I 
Tournament 

Region I, Section 1 
Game 1 - No. 5 Oak Glen at 
No. 4 North Marion 

Regular Season 
Barnesville at St. Clairsville 
Union Local at Shadyside 

SOFTBALL 
W.Va. Class A Section I 

Final Series 
{at Ben's Field, 1-470 

Ballfields, Elm Grovel 
Magnolia vs. Wheeling Cen-
tral, 5:30 p.m. 
Ohio Sectional Tournaments 
(Higher Seed is Home Team) 

Division II 
Minerva at Beaver Local 
Maysville at W. Muskingum 
Philo at Martins Ferry 
River View at Cambridge 

Division Ill 
Buckeye Trail at Claymont 
Garaway at Fort Frye 
Bellaire at Sandy Valley 
Tusky Valley at Barnesville 
Buckeye Local at Ridgewood 
Coshocton at Union Local 
St. C. at Meadowbrook 

TRACK 
Indian Valley League Meet at 
Edison, 4 p.m. 

SPORTS ON TV 
Monday, May 6 
MLB BASEBALL 

6p.m. 
FS1 - Detroit at Cleveland 

9:30 p.m. 
MLBN - Regional Cov­

erage: Texas at Oakland OR 
Miami at LA Dodgers (10:10 
p.m.l 

NBA BASKETBALL 
7:30 p.m. 

TNT - Eastern Conference 
Semifinal: Indiana at New 
York, Game 1 

TRUTV - Eastern Con­
ference Semifinal: :ndiana at 
New York, Game 1 (BetCastl 

10 p.m. 
TNT - Western Confer­

ence Semifinal: M innesota at 
Denver, Game 2 

TRUTV - Western Confer­
ence Semifinal: M innesota at 
Denver, Game 2 (BetCastl 

NHL HOCKEY 
8p.m. 

ESPN - Eastern Confer­
ence Semifinal: Boston at 
Florida, Game 1 

SOCCER (MEN'S) 
Noon 

CBSSN - Serie A: Atalanta 
at Salernitana 

3p.m. 
USA - Premier League: 

Manchester United at Crystal 
Palace 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
East Division 

w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 
Baltimore 23 11 .676 - 7-3 W-4 12-7 11-4 
New York 23 13 .639 1 +2½ 6-4 W-3 11-5 12-8 
Boston 19 16 .543 4½ 1 5-5 W-1 7-9 12-7 
Tampa Bay 17 18 .486 6½ 3 5-5 W-3 11-9 6·9 
Toronto 16 19 .457 7½ 4 3-7 L-1 8-7 8·12 ' 

Central Division 
w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away , 

Cleveland 22 12 .647 - 5-5 W-2 10-5 12-7 
Minnesota 19 14 .576 2½ 9-1 L-1 8-7 11-7 
Kansas City 20 15 .571 2Yz 5-5 L-2 13-7 7-8 
Detroit 18 16 .529 4 1½ 4-6 L-3 8-9 10-7 
Chicago 8 26 .235 14 11½ 5-5 W-2 5-12 3-14 

West Division 
w L Pct GB WCGB l10 Str Home Away 

Seattle 19 15 .559 - 7-3 W-2 11-8 8-7 
Texas 19 16 ,543 Yi 1 6-4 W-2 10-9 9-7 
Oakland 17 18 .486 2Y.! 3 8-2 L-1 9-10 8·8 
Houston 12 22 .353 7 7½ 5-5 L-2 7-12 5-10 

12 22 .353 7 7½ 2-8 L-2 4-11 8-11 Los Ang. 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 

East Division 
w L Pct GB WCGB l10 Str Home Away 

Philadel. 23 11 .676 8-2 W-4 12-6 11-5 
Atlanta 20 12 .625 2 +4 4-6 L-3 11-4 9-8 
Washing. 17 17 .500 6 7-3 W-1 6-9 11-8 
New York 16 18 .471 7 3.7 L-3 9-10 7-8 
Miami 10 26 .278 14 8 4-6 W-1 5-15 5-11 

Central Division 
w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 

Milwaukee 20 13 .606 - 5.5 L-2 7-7 13-6 
Chicago 21 14 .600 - +3½ 5-5 W-2 12-4 9-10 
Cincinnati 16 18 .471 4Yz 1 2-8 L-5 9-10 7-8 
Pittsburgh 16 19 .457 5 1Y.! 3-7 W-2 7-8 9-11 
St. Louis 15 19 .441 5½ 2 5-5 L-2 6-9 9-10 

West Division 
w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 

Los Ang. 23 13 .639 -
San Diego 18 19 .486 5½ 
San Fran. 15 19 .441 7 
Arizona 15 20 .429 7½ 
Colorado 8 26 .235 14 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
Saturday's Games 

N.Y. Yankees 5, Detroit 3 
Minnesota 3, Boston 1 
Chicago White Sox 6, St. 
Louis 5, 10 innings 
Oakland 20, Miami 4 
Toronto 6. Washington 3 
Cleveland 7, L.A. Angels 1 
Baltimore 2, Cincinnati 1 
Seattle 5, Houston 0 
Texas 15, Kansas City 4 
Tampa Bay 3, N.Y. Mets 1 
Sunday's Games 
Cleveland 4, L.A. Angels 1 
N.Y. Yankees 5, Detroit 2, 8 inn. 
Washington 11, Toronto 8 
Texas 3, Kansas City 2, 10 inn. 
Chicago WS 5, St. Louis 1 
Boston 9, Minnesota 2 
Seattle 5, Houston 4 
Tampa Bay 7, N.Y. Mets 6, 10 inn. 
Baltimore 11, Cincinnati 1 
Miami 12, Oakland 3 
Monday's Games 
Detroit (Flaherty 0-11 at Cleve­
land (McKenzie 2-2), 6: 10 p.m. 
L.A. Angels (Anderson 2-3) at 
Pittsburgh (Keller 2-3), 6:40 p.m. 
Chicago White Sox (Soroka 
0-3) at Tampa Bay (Alexander 
1-1), 6:50 p.m. 
Milwaukee (Wilson 2-11 at Kan­
sas City (Ragans 2-2), 7:40 p.m. 
Seattle (Castillo 3-4) at Minne­
sota (Woods Richardson 1-0), 
7:40 p.m. 
Texas (Heaney 0-4) at Oak­
land (Wood 1-2), 9:40 p.m. 

8-2 W-4 12-8 11-5 
½ 4-6 L-1 8-12 10-7 
2 4-6 L-2 9-7 6-12 

2½ 3-7 W-1 9-10 6-10 
9 2-8 L-2 5-10 3-16 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Saturday's Games 

Chicago Cubs 6, Milwaukee 5 
Chicago White Sox 6, St. 
Louis 5, 10 innings 
Pittsburgh 1, Colorado 0 
Oakland 20, Miami 4 
Toronto 6, Washington 3 
Balt imore 2, Cincinnati 1 
Philadelphia 14, San Francisco 3 
Tampa Bay 3, N.Y. Mets 1 
San Diego 13, Arizona 1 
L.A. Dodgers 11, Atlanta 2 

Sunday's Games 
Pittsburgh 5, Colorado 3 
Washington 11, Toronto 8 
Chicago Cubs 5, Milwaukee 0 
Chicago WS 5, St. Louis 1 
Tampa Bay 7, N.Y. Mets 6, 10 
innings 
L.A. Dodgers 5, Atlanta 1 
Baltimore 11, Cincinnati 1 
Arizona 11, San Diego 4 
Miami 12, Oakland 3 
San Francisco at Philadelphia, 
7:10 p.m. 
Monday's Games 
San Francisco (Black 0-0) at 
Philadelphia (Wheeler 3-3), 
4:05 p.m. 
Milwaukee (Wilson 2-1) at Kan­
sas City (Ragans 2-2), 7:40 p.m. 
San Diego (Darvish 1-1) at 
Chicago Cubs (Steele O·Ol, 
7:40 p.m. 
N.Y. Mets (Manaea 1-1) at St. 
Louis (Gibson 2-2), 7:45 p.m. 
Miami (Munoz 1-0) at L.A. Dodg­
ers (Buehler 0-0), 10:10 p.m. 

I PREP LINESCORES 11 ECHL PLAYOFFS II'---_TR_A_NS_AC_TI_ON_S___, 
BASEBALL 

BASEBALL 
OVAC Class 4A 

Championship (at Edison 
Unified Sports Complex, 

Richmondl 
St. Clairsville 9, 
Indian Creek 4 

I. Creek 001 021 0 - 4 5 1 
St. C. 006 021 x - 9 8 2 
IC-Hyde Ip (4K. 3BB), Bar­

calow (3), (2K, 4BB) and Rus­
nak; Householder 2S, T, 2rbi; 
L. Pownall D 

StC-Saunders wp (4K, 
2BB) and Bush; Myers 2S, rbi; 
Saunders D, 3rbi; Keenan D, 
rbi; Florence sac, rbi; Jacob 
S, rbi 

Regular Season 
Monroe Central 10, 

Union Local 9 
M.Central 000 043 3- 10 7 3 
U.Local 001 421 1 - 9 11 4 

MC-Bettinger (2K. 4BB), 
M. Demchak wp (5). (1K, 1BB) 
and Lydick; Lydick 2S; Griffith 
S, 2rbi; M. Demchak T. 2rbi 

UL-Jefferis (4K, 488). 
Causby (5). (1K, 2BB), Akers Ip 
(7), {1K, 1BB) and White; Hess 
3S, 4rbi; Carpenter 2S; Causby 
S, rbi; Jenkins S, rbi; Akers S, 
rbi 

SOFTBALL 
Toronto 11, Shadyside 4 

Toronto 102 062 0 - 11 11 3 
Shady 0011200 - 4 8 4 

T-L. Anderson wp (6K, 
2BB) and M. Anderson; Danko 
D; Reeves S, rbi; M. Anderson 
2S, 2rbi; C. Anderson S, D. 
2rbi; L. Anderson D; Cattrell 
2S, 4rbi; Thomas HR, 2rbi 

S- Fulton Ip (6K, 4BB) and 
Saxton; A. Gorrell S. D; Ful­
'"'" ?n ?rl--ii · 7P.r'{H~:lri 7~ rhi · 

DIVISION FINALS 
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary! 

NORTH DIVISION 
Norfolk 2, Adirondack 0 
Friday, May 3: Norfolk 7, 

Adirondack 4 
Saturday, May 4: Norfolk 5, 

Adirondack 2 
Wednesday, May 8: Ad­

irondack at Norfolk, 7:05 p.m. 
Friday, May 10: Ad irondack 

at Norfolk, 7:05 p.m. 
x-Saturday, May 11: Ad­

irondack at Norfolk, 7:05 p.m. 
x-Tuesday, May 14: Norfolk 

at Adirondack, 7 p.m. 
x-Wednesday, May 15: 

Norlolk at Adirondack, 7 p.m. 
SOUTH DIVISION 

Florida 2, Orlando 0 
Friday, May 3: Florida 5, Or­

lando 1 
Saturday, May 4: Florida 6, 

Orlando 3 
Tuesday, May 7: Florida at 

Orlando, 7 p.m. 
Thursday, May 9: Florida at 

Orlando, 7 p.m. 
x-Sunday, May 12: Florida 

at Orlando, 3 p.m. 
x-Tuesday, May 14: Orlan­

do at Florida, 7:30 p.m. 
x-Wednesday, May 15: Or­

lando at Florida, 7:30 p.m. 
CENTRAL DIVISION 

Toledo 2, Wheeling 0 
Friday, May 3: Toledo 2, 

Wheeling 1, OT 
Saturday, May 4: Toledo 5, 

Wheeling 3 
Wednesday, May 8: Toledo 

at Wheeling, 7:10 p.m. 
Friday, May 10: Toledo at 

Wheeling, 7:10 p.m. 
x-Saturday, May 11: Toledo 

at Wheeling, 7:10 p.m. 
x-Monday, May 13: Wheel-

=-- -•T- 1-.J- "'1.1n - -

Major League Baseball 
American League 

HOUSTON ASTROS - As­
signed SS Grae Kessinger to 
Sugar Land (PCL) on a rehab 
assignment. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS -
Assigned RHP Alec Marsh to 
Omaha (IL) on a rehab as­
signment. Optioned RHP Col­
in Selby to Omaha. Recalled 
LHP Dan iel Lynch IV from 
Omaha. 

NEW YORK YANKEES -
Assigned RHP Nick Burdi to 
Somerset (EL) on a rehab as• 
signment. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS -
Reinstated RHP Alek Manoah 
from the 15-day IL. Optioned 
LHP Brendon Litt le to Buffalo 
(IL). 

National League 
ARIZONA DIAMOND-

BACKS - Reinstated RHP 
Ryne Nelson from the 15-day 
IL. Optioned LHP Brandon 
Hughes to Reno (PCL). 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS 
- Assigned RHP Connor 
Brogdon to Oklahoma City 
(PCL) on a rehab assignment. 
Reinstated RHP Blake Trein­
en from the 15-day IL. Placed 
RHP Evan Phill ips on the 15-
day IL. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Des­
ignated RHP Darren Mc­
caughan for assignment. 
Assigned LHP Jesus Luzardo 
to Jupiter (FSL) on a rehab 
assignment. Selected the 
contract of RHP Eli Villalobos 
from Jacksonville (IL). 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS -
Reinstated OF Dylan Carlson 
from the 10-day IL. Optioned 
r PPrtrn P ;::\nP~ tn MPmnhi~ 



colt and jockey Victor Espinoza surged 
to the lead with a furlong to go and thun­
dered across the finish line a length ahead 
in the 2015 Kentucky Derby. 

"There's nothing like winning the 
Kentucky Derby.'' recalled Espinoza. a 
three-time winner. "To me it's the most 
important thing in horse racing." 

Derby has survived two world wars, the 
Depression and pandemics, including 
COVID-19 in 2020, when it ran in vir­
tual silence without the usual crowd of 
150.000. 

The first Saturday in May is Derby 
Day with all its accompanying pageant­
ry, including fancy hats, fans dre-;sed in 

winner. The Derby was the second-most 
watched sporting event of 2023 behind 
the Super Bowl. 

'Tve heard a lot of people say it's on 
their bucket list to attend and the one 
horse race that they watch every year," 
said trainer Todd Pletcher, a two-time 
Derby winner who has this year's early 

since only 3-year-olds are eligible. It's also 
the only race in America with a 20-horse 
field. Since 20 I 3, horses have to accumu­
late points in qualifying races to earn their 
way in. Previously, money won in graded 
stakes races decided the field. 

ov AC BASEBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Wheeling Central Defeats 
Linsly For Class 3A Title 

Photo by Nick Henthorn 
The Wheeling Central Maroon Knights, pictured after defeating the Linsly Cadets 5-1 to win the OVAC 3A champi· 
onship on Thursday at Edison High School. The title is the fourth for the Wheeling Central squad. 

Resnick, Cover Help Maroon Knights To Fourth OVAC Baseball Crown 
By NICK HENTHORN 

Sports Editor 
RICHMOND Thursday evening at 

Edison High School was a rubber match. 
a rivalry game. and a title bout all rolled 
into one. 

The Wheeling Central Maroon 
Knights took on the Linsly Cadets on 
neutral ground Thursday in the OV AC 
3A Championship, the Knights using 
a big day on the mound from Brayden 
Cover and a big day at the dish from 
Zayne Rosnick to secure a 5- 1 victory. 

"It's very sweet,'' Wheeling Central 
head coach Todd Cover said. ·'[Linslv"s] 
a very good team. their pitcher threw re­
ally well. I thought our pitcher threw re­
ally well. We just had a freshman of all 

things - you come to these games with a 
bunch of upperclassmen. and a freshman 
comes through with a couple big hit-.. 

Central and Linsly had previously split 
a doubleheader on March 2 3. 

Freshman Zayne Rosnick earned 
championship game MVP honors, the 
first baseman crushing a solo home run 
to lead off the second inning, and com• 
ing through with the biggest swing of the 
game in the bottom of the 'iixth. a two­
out, bases-loaded triple to the right-cen­
ter gap which opened up the Knight-;· 
advantage to 5-1. 

Brayden Cover and the Central de. 
fense limited the Cadets. Cover striking 
out seven and allowing two hits. 

"He threw well," Todd Cover said. 

··He probably didn't have his sharpest 
stuff. he'd be the first one to tell you that. 
He usually spots the fastball pretty well, 
I thought he was a little bit off, pulling to 
the glove side. But he battled against a 
very good hitting team, he got through it. 
Very proud of him." 

Linsly senior pitcher Dillon Wilson 
K • d I I batters over six innings of work 
in an impressive outing in his own right, 
striking out the side in the third and fifth 
innings. 

The Knights and Rosnick finally broke 
through in the sixth to flip the script on 
what' ct been largely a pitchers duel to 
that point. 

Please see CENTRAL, Page 12 

• Madonna Tops Cameron 
In Class 1 A Title Game 

By KIM NORTH 
Staff Writer 

TORONTO - The third time was 
definitely not a charm for Camer­
on Thursday night as it committed 
more errors than runs scored in a 
10-4 loss to top seeded Madonna in 
the OV AC Class I A championship 
baseball game at the Red Knight 
Baseball Complex in the Gem City. 

For the Blue Dons (20-5) it is 
their second title in four years as 
they defeated the Dragons in 2021. 
The second-seeded Dragons ( I 7-6) 
saw their bid for a three•peat go by 
the wayside as five errors and a like 
number of walks did them in. 

The Dragons walked 10 times 
but left 10 runners on base, with 
seven of those in scoring position. 

The two teams will likely meet 
again next week in the double•elim· 
ination W.Va. Class A Section I 
Tournament. 

··cameron is a really good, tough 
team, but my guys came ready to 
play today," Madonna head coach 
T.J. MiJJer said. "We played a great 
game yesterday and followed it up 
with another one today. I will go to 
war with these guys any day of the 
week. I love them. 

"We executed on their mistakes. 
That' s what good teams do," Miller 
added. 

Photo by Kim North 
Cameron's Lance Hartley reacts after smack• 
ing a three•run triple in the top of the fourth 
inning Thursday night that put the Dragons 
ahead of Madonna 4·3 in their OVAC Class 1 A 
championship game at the Red Knight Base· 
ball Complex in Toronto. However, the Blue 
Dons scored the final seven runs for a 10·4 
victory and their second title in four years. 

"I just told the kids. We had five 
errors. walked five batters and they 
scored IO runs."' Cameron head 
coach Adam Angel said ... They had 
some timely hits, but our defense 
wasn't there today at all. 

"Offensively. we couldn ·c get that 
timely hit when we needed it except 
by Lance:· Angel noted. ..We had 
our chances. We just couldn't cap­
italize."' 

Cameron took the early lead at 
1-0 thanks to the wildness of Ma­
donna starter Jacob Lazear who 
walked four Dragons in the second, 
with Wes Starcher recording an 
RBI. However, the righty struck out 
the next batter to end the inning and 
leave the bases loaded. 

Please see MADONNA, Page 12 

Please see DERBY, Page 12 

WVUAdds 
Okla. State 
Transfer PG 
Javon Small 

By BOB HERTZEL 
WV News 

MORGANTOWN - Unless 
you have been out hunting elk in 
Montana for the past few years. 
you might have noticed a dramat­
ic change in college basketball. 

The Xs and Os once were 
the most important items in the 
game but they have been re­
placed by the $s of NIL money 
and the hardest working. most 
important person in the bas­
ketball office is no longer the 
coach but, instead, the coordi­
nator of recruiting. 

Recruiting has become the 
name of the game . . . a year• 
round endeavor in which you 
quite likely are remaking your 
roster on a yearly basis. 

The point was driven home 
in West Virginia last year when 
the Mountaineers parted com­
pany with coach Bob Huggins 
and had to rebuild their roster 
twice in one season, while they 
had to try to negotiate their way 
through injuries and suspen• 
sions that turned the season into 
an Abbott and Costello routine 
of slapstick basketball. 

Now they have a new coach 
in Drake's successful mid ma~ 
jor leader Darian DeVries and 
he started completely over. 
with only one returning play­
er, Ofri Naveh. a late addition 
from Israel and with the trans­
fer portal having just closed. he 
and DeVries have found a way 
to add some important parts. 

Turned out for one of those 
parts he only had to look across 
the dinner table to bring in his 
son. Tucker, who averaged 
21.6 points per game for his 
father at Drake last year and 
carries an 18.0 career average 
with one year left to play. 

That took care of the scoring 
guard, but who would get him 
the ball? 

Problem solved this week 
with the addition of Javon 
Small, a skilled point guard 
from Oklahoma State to distrib­
ute the ball. It was such a big 
addition that WVU jumped its 
recruiting class out of the portal 
to No. 5 in the nation with still 
a lot of work to do. 

Please see WVU, Page 12 

JAVON SMALL 

Cavs, Mavs Trying To Close Out 1st-Round NBA Playoff Series Tonight 
By FRED GOODALL land is on the brink of advancing to face Boston in the same way you did then," Mosley added. 

AP Soorts Writer Eastern Conference semifinals after takin2: Games 1. "You have to change a little bit of the energv. 



expects LOS Ange1e:s 10 

play better Friday night. 
"We've got to find a 

way to protect home. un­
derstanding in this series 
both teams have been able 
to win on the road. so we 
can't take anything for 
granted," Kidd said. 

The Cavs and Magic 
have spent five games 
exchanging elbows. trash 
talk and bad vibes. 

Game 6 - or in thi-; 
case Round 6 - should 
be no different. 

·'Just getting ready for 
a fist fight:· Cav:-. coach 
J.B. Bickerstaff said. 
·'That"s what ifs going to 
come down to. It\ going 
to be a physical game. 
We expect that. but ifs 
one of those things where 
mentally you got to be 
prepared from the start 

wvu 

Allt:11, WIIU J~ Ut:i1llllg 

with a painful rib injury 
and may not be ready. 

Allen, who did not 
practice Thursday, has 
been Cleveland's best 
player in these playoffs 
and in many ways is their 
most indispensable piece. 

Allen's absence forced 
Bickerstaff to alter his ro­
tation and dip deeper into 
his bench. something he 
had been reluctant to do 
and was widely criticized 
for not doing. 

Mobley was <,hifted from 
power forward to center. 
Bickerstaff started Isaac 
Okoro. He abo benched the 
ineffective Georges Niang. 
giving moo;t of those min­
utes to veteran Marcus Mor­
ris Sr.. who came through 
in a big way with 12 points 
and provided toughness. 

(Continued from Page 11) 

But a roster is taking ..,hape and Small is a big part 
of it. 

Last season. West Virginia only faced Oklaho­
ma State and Small once. which was probably not a 
scheduling gift to the Mountaineers as the Cowboys 
finished tied for last place in the Big 12 with an iden­
tical 4-14 conference record. 

The tiebreaker went to the Cowboys, however, as 
they won that lone game played in Stillwater against 
WVU. 70-66. and it was Small who made the differ­
ence in the game. Small's bordered upon classic ash. 
he scored I 5 points on 5 of 6 shooting from the floor, 
2 of 3 from 3-point range. while adding an expected 
7 assists as he is a point guard. 

But 12 rebounds. too. 
This, in and of itself. would tend to create euphoria 

among the Mountaineer faithful, but one would ex­
pect that DeVries studied more than just that game 
film. 

See. the reality is 1hm there was no defense for the 
way West Virginia played defense last season. 

The Mountaineers ranked 303rd in the nation in 
points allowed. giving up 76.8 per game, including 
81 or more in the last five games and 90 or more in 
four of those final five games. 

Individual players re:1sted on openings in the de­
fense, be it from outside the 3-point line or inside the 
paint. 

Seven different players scored 29 or more points 
against West Virginia and it was capped off in the 
Big l 2 Tournament loss to Cincinnati when Day Day 
Thomas had 29 and Simas Lukosius 31 in the same 
game. 

So it is best that you not expect 25 points a night 
from Small when he wears the WVU jersey but know 
that he can score and led Oklahoma State with I 5.9 
points a game this season. 

More important. though. h that Small is known as 
a solid defender. something the man he replaces, Kerr 
Kriisa. could not claim and that they will find out in 
Kentucky. where he ha'i signed for his final season of 
play. 

Small may not be like the second coming of Jevon 
Carter. but he can do the job and as a point guard, he 
is smart and crafty at his task. 

He comes out of basketball te1Titory in Indiana. He 
was in South Bend until he was a high school soph­
omore and then moved to Indianapolis. Indiana pro­
duced both Oscar Robertson and Larry Bird. so he 
understands what the sport means in the state. 

"He's very. very cerebral.'' Oklahoma State Mike 
Boynton told the Oklahoman last season in a profile 
of their point guard ... He wants to lead. He wants his 
teammates to learn from him as much as possible." 

And. Boynton said. he has much they can learn 
from him. 

"You look at his assist-turnover ratio for his career. 
it's always been pretty good. (After two years at East 
Carolina and a year at Oklahoma State he has 244 
assists and 16 7 turnovers) ... Boynton said. 

"Always shot a pretty good percentage. mostly 
because he takes good shots ... he continued. the fig­
ures showing him shooting 41.4% from the floor and 
34. 7% from 3. 

"He plays with a great sense of pride in having his 
team be successful. and those are earmarks of a really 
good point guard. and also a lot of kids from that state. 

"When you talk about basketball meaning some­
thing in a state - like Texas. football is king - in 
Indiana, basketball is king;' Boynton told the Oklaho­
man. "There' s an element to having guys from there 
that learned that basketball's really important and if 
you play, you play a certain way. You don't turn the 
ball over. you take good shots. be a good teammate. 
And all those things still ring true. 

"It's a basketball state." Small said. "You just don't 
have a lot of cameras around like other states like 
North Carolina or California. But in my opinion. most 
of the best hoopers come out of Indiana.'· 

wno are 1ast m me AL west ar 1 1-
20, consecutive series wins for the 
first time this season. 

Houston trailed 2-1 with one out 
in the sixth inning when Jeremy 
Pena tripled on a ball that deflected 
off the glove of center fielder Ga­
briel Arias. There were two outs 
when Singleton knocked a ball 
from Logan Allen (3-2) into the 
front row in right field to put the 
Astros up 3-2. 

1 ne Asrros aooea a run wnen 
Tyler Beede plunked Pena with 
the bases loaded. Y ainer Diaz hit a 
two-run single with one out in the 
inning and Singleton made it 8-2 
when he drove one in with a sac­
rifice fly. 

Houston's Spencer Arrighetti 
allowed four hits and two runs in 
a career-long 5 2/3 innings in his 
fourth major league start. Tayler 
Scott ( l -1) went I I /3 scoreless 
innings for his first career win. 

uay LO t:X.Lt:IIU lll:S ~JUlllJJ lU V JUI" J / 

since homering twice last Saturday 
against the Rockies in Mexico City. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 
Astros: RHP Cristian Javier 

(neck soreness) will make a mi­
nor league rehabilitation start this 
weekend. Manager Joe Espada said 
they haven't yet decided where he 
will start .... RHP Jose Urquidy, 
who hasn't pitched this season 
because of an elbow injury. will 
throw a second live batting practice 
session Sunday before beginning a 
rehabilitation assignment. 

Singleton has started the last 
three games at first base because 
slumping veteran Jose Abreu has 
been optioned to Houston's spring 
training facility to help the 2020 
AL MVP get back on track. 

Singleton has homered twice this 
week. The lefty hit his only two 
homers of 202 3 in the same game 
on Aug. I I. He also shined in the 
bottom of the sixth when Pena 

Andres Gimenez hit an RBI dou­
ble and Will Brennan added two 
hits for the AL Central-leading 
Guardians, who dropped their sec­
ond straight series after losing two 
of three to Atlanta. 

UP NEXT 
Guardians: RHP Tanner Bibee 

(2-0, 3.45 ERA) will start the 
opener of a three-games series 
against the Angels on Friday night 
against Jose Soriano (0-4, 4.76}. 

Gimenez gave the Guardians 
an early lead with his RBI double 
in the third. Steven Kwan made a 
great slide to avoid the tag at home 

Astros: RHP Rone] Blanco (3-0, 
1.65) opposes Seattle. 

MADONNA 
(Continued from Page 11) 

Madonna grabbed walked Starcher to load 
the lead in the bottom the bases. With two out, 
of the third, with a little Lance Hartley jumped 
help. Left-handed hitting on the first pitch he saw 
Grant Wilharm popped and found the gap in deep 
up to shallow left but left-center that cleared the 
the ball was lost in the bases and put the Dragons 
sun for a one-out single. on top, 4-3. 
He promptly stole sec- Prior to Hartley's 
ond - one of six steals in three-bagger, Madonna 
the game - and after the right fielder Chase Little­
second out was record- ton robbed Wichterman 
ed he went to third on of extra bases with a ful­
a high-chopper to short ly extended diving back­
that T.J. Decapio legged handed grab in right-cen­
out for an infield sin- ter. That was just one of 
gle. Lazear sent a sink- several defensive gems 
ing line drive to center turned in by the Blue 
that skipped past Colson Dons. They turned an in­
Wichtennan as Lazear ning-ended double play 
slid safely into third, and in the first when second 
when the relay throw got baseman Decapio gloved 
away, he raced home to a liner and flipped to 
make it 3-1. shortstop Grishkevich at 

Cameron came right second. They also threw 
back, though. Zayde Hartley out at third to end 
Long opened the fourth the sixth with a nifty relay 
with a single to right-cen- from centerfielder Leland 
ter and Colton Winters Nagy to Grishkevich to 
drew a walk that end- David Connors at third. 
ed Lazear's day on the The Blue Dons had an 
mound. Matt Geer came answer again. Littleton 
on and recorded an out drew a leadoff walk and 
on a fielder's choice. but was bunted to second by 

CENTRAL 
(Continued from Page 11) 

"Just two good pitchers going at it," Linsly head 
coach Jay Cartwright said. "Both teams were playing 
solid defense. They got a couple more knocks than us, 
and sometimes that's just baseball. We hit some balls 
hard right at them, our guy battled out of some jams, 
their guy battled out of some jams, we just came up a 
little short. 

'They got some big hits when they needed them. 
That's just the way it goes sometimes. It's a tough 
one because I have a bunch of seniors on this team 
and they've all given a lot to this program, so I was 
hoping we could pull this one off. We just came up a 
little bit short." 

Wheeling Central opened up the day's scoring in 
the bottom of the first, Braxton Billick scoring from 
third on a groundout RBI by Eli Tucker. 

Rosnick's shot over the right field fence made it 
2-0 Knights in the bottom of the second, but Linsly 
halved the deficit in the fourth, Evan Zido lofting a 
sac fly to right field to plate Jaxon Murray. The Ca­
dets had the bases loaded when Murray came to score, 

DERBY 
(Continued from Page 11) 

Cory Gontas. Hartley got 
a strikeout for the second 
out but walked Kolten 
Grishkevich before Wil­
harm sent a fly ball to 
left. Starcher got his feet 
tangled and fell down as 
two runs scored and Wil­
hann had a double, mak­
ing it 5-4. Geer dropped a 
single into shallow center 
as Wilharm scored. Geer 
went to third when the re­
lay throw got away and he 
scored on Decapio's dou­
ble to right-center for a 
7-4 advantage they would 
never relinquish. 

Wilharm, a Washing­
ton & Jefferson recruit, 
singled in two runs to 
highlight a three-run fifth. 

"He's been a very good 
No. 3 hitter for us all sea­
son," Miller said of Wil­
harm. "I have all the con­
fidence in the world when 
Grant comes up to bat." 

Hartley, who will play 
collegiately at Potomac 
State, finished with a 
double and triple, while 
Long singled twice. Hart­
ley also struck out nine 

and walked five. Wright 
State University signee 
Coy Angel fanned three 
and allowed two hits in 
two innings in his first 
appearance after injuring 
his right knee a couple of 
weeks ago. 

"I thought we pitched 
well enough to win." 
Adam Angel said. "Some 
of those hits were balls 
that we should've caught. 
They don't go down as er­
rors, but they really are.·· 

Wilharm (2 singles, dou­
ble) and Lazear (2 singles. 
triple) combined for six of 
Madonna's 10 hits. Decap­
io singled and doubled. 

Geer earned the win in 
relief. He struck out four, 
walked three and gave up 
five hits. 

"Matt is like a bull­
dog for us," Miller said. 
"When he comes in, he 
goes right at the hitters.'' 

The championship was 
the eighth in program his­
tory for the Blue Dons. 
They also won in 1992. 
2004. 20 I 0. 2014. 
2018. 20 I 9 and 2021. 

and still had runners on the corners with two outs. but 
the runner at first was caught in a rundown to end the 
inning during the next at-bat. 

Both teams combined for one baserunner between 
the top of the fourth and the bottom of the sixth. but 
the bats heated up in that penultimate inning, Central 
juicing the bases for Rasnick on, in order. a base hit 
to right by Luke Tiu, a base hit to left by Eli Tucker. 
and a walk issued to Seth Cover. 

A sacrifice bunt and a strikeout amidst that had 
Linsly one out from an escape, but Rosnick drove in 
three with a rip to right center, and the Cadets were sat 
down in-order in the top of the seventh. 

The victory marks the fourth OV AC championship 
for Wheeling Central. 

"It was awesome, the kids were fired up about it," 
Cover said. "Kudos to Linsly, they're a great pro­
gram, it's a rival for us so beating them kind of adds a 
little bit to it. I'm very proud of our kids, we're excit­
ed, we've got a lot of underclassmen who expect to be 
here next year. We'll enjoy this one tonight." 

''It's very tough to keep them on 
the path to get to the Derby. get 
into the Derby and then, hopefully, 
it all goes well, and you get a good, 
clean trip," said trainer Brad Cox. 
a Louisville native who will sad­
dle Catching Freedom, Encino and 
Just a Touch on Saturday. 

Louisvillians take pride in their 
city's tradition that dates to 1875. 
whipping up at-home versions of 
such high-calorie delicacie:s as 
Benedictine dip (grated cucum• 
ber, cream cheese, sour cream and 
mayo), Derby pie (chocolate chips 
and nuts) and cocktails if they're 
not going to the track. 

ga. 
Protestors demanding racial jus­

tice and an end to police brutality 
demonstrated outside Churchill 
Downs in 2020 and 2021 after 
Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old 
Black EMT, was killed by police 
in a botched drug raid at her Louis­
ville home. 

cord-tying six victories isn't in 
Louisville for the third straight 
year. Bob Baffert has been banned 
by Churchill Downs Inc. ever since 
Medina Spirit's failed drug test up­
ended the 202 I results. 

Baffert fought his original two­
year suspension in court, but lost 
a year ago. Last summer, the track 
said it was extending the suspen­
sion through 2024. It cited "con­
tinued concerns regarding the 
threat to the safety and integrity of 
racing he poses." 

Diversity struggles 
Thirteen of the 15 jockeys in the 

Women have been a sporadic 
presence in the Derby, too. Only 
six have ridden in the race, the last 
being Rosie Napravnik in 2014. 
Seven women have trained Derby 
runners, with Vicki Oliver last do­
ing so in 2021. 

"It's an incredibly hard race just 
to get into, let alone win," Cox said. 

Horse safety 

Sparkling showcase 

first Derby were Black, includ-

1

-------------------. ing Oliver Lewis, who rode Aris~ 

Uttli#drul I 
tides to victory in front of 10,000 
cheering fans in 187 5. 

Black riders won I 5 of the first 
J~ 28 Derbies, and then there were 
-■-■-WU&.W".. """"' f",.,...,..... 1 O 'HL ')()()() fl~ Tim 

Cox was declared the 2021 
winner, nine months after the race 
when Medina Spirit was disquali­
fied for a failed drug test - only 
the second such DQ in race history 
- and Mandaloun was elevated to 
fir~t 

Churchill Downs Inc .. the track's 
publicly traded parent company 
with shareholders to satisfy, has 
spent $500 million renovating and 
modernizing over the last decade. 
Its newest showpiece is the $200 
million paddock, where fans who 
don't mind dropping up to $12.000 
can dine and watch the horses be­
ing saddled before the races. 

In it<; 150th vear. the Derbv's 



FRED RAY 
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offs the last two seasons, losing 
in the first round each year. 

'There is no perfect time 
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body within the school district He built the program from the 
was interested in the position. ground up and has us moving in 
which also includes supervisor the right direction." 

g1uw up 1mu yuu11g lll\;JI. 

Ray has also coached at Fair­
view (Ky.) and River Valley 
High School in Bidwell. Ohio. 

Caratini's 2-run 
homer, Hader's 
2-inning outing 
lift Astros over 
Guardians, 10-9 

HOUSTON (AP) - Pinch-hitter Vic­
tor Caratini's two-run homer with two 
outs in the I 0th inning and Josh Hader's 
first two-inning outing since 2019 lifted 
the Houston Astros over the Cleveland 
Guardians I 0-9 on Tuesday night. 

Houston trailed by 1 after pinch-hitter 
David Fry's RBI double off Josh Had­
er (1-2) with two outs in the top of the 
inning. 

Caratini homered to right-center field 
off Hunter Gaddis ( 1-1) to gh e the As 
tros a season-high three-game wmnmg 
streak. They swept a two-game serie:. 
over the Rockies in Mexico City this 
weekend. 

Photo by KIM NORTH 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Hunter Hoffman follows through after delivering a pitch to the plate Tuesday against East Liverpool 
in the OVAC Class 4A semifinal on the Memorial Park diamond. The top-seeded Red Devils rolled to a 10-0 victory in five 
innings as Hoffman allowed just two hits. 

Hader pitched a scoreless ninth be­
fore returning for the 1 0th. It was the 
first time he had gotten more than three 
outs in a regular-season game ~ince get 
ting four on Aug. 14. 2020. and his first 
two-inning appearance in five years. 

Josh Naylor hit a three-run homer and 
Andres Gimenez hit his first homer this 
season with a two-run shot for Cleve­
land before Estevan Florial tied it with a 
three-run homer in the Guardians· five­
run sixth. 

Hoffman leads St. C. past Potters 
By BUBBA KAPRAL 
For The Times Leader 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - It 
was a mismatch on paper ... 
and it wa~ a m1~match on the 
playing field. 

al today." Red Devils' Hall 
of Fame manager Tom Sliva 
:said. "He had total command 
of all three of his pitches. 
Hunter also came up big at the 
plate." 

Hoffman. a Walsh Univer­
sity recruit. is now rounding 
back into top fonn. He in­
curred a major elbow injury 
in his pitching ann this past 
summer. 

Sliva ·s well - drilled 

just want to compete very well 
and let the chips fall where 
they may. We will obviously 
be playing a good team in the 
championship game." 

St. C. pays a visit to Barnes­
ville today in a regular season 
contest. 

gle. knocking in two more 
Devils for a 5-0 reading. 

The hosts added two more 
tallies in the fourth. 

With two outs. Blomquist 
was beaned again. Standout 
catcher Marcus Bush tripled 
him in. Bush subsequently 
scored on a Hoffman dou­
ble which nearly cleared the 
right-center fence. 

Alex Bregman hit his first homer of 
the season with a three-run shot. Jon 
Singleton added a three-run home run 
and Joey Loperfido singled with two 
RBIs in his major league debut as the 
Astros built an 8-3 lead before Cleve­
land's comeback. 

Top-seeded and reigning 
conference champion St. 
Clairs\'ille rolled past out­
manned and fourth -seeded 
East Liverpool in five innings. 
I 0-0. man OV AC 4A semifi­
nal contest at Memorial Park 
Tuesday afternoon. 

The Red Devils· 18th win 
in 20 starts propels them into 
Saturday's championship 
game against Indian Creek 
which defeated Cambridge. It 
will be a rematch of la:-.t vear"s 

charges had their hitting shoes 
on, producing 15 safeties. 
Nine different Devils record­
ed a hit. 

"I have always had a soft 
spot for pitching but the hits 
were nice. too:· Hoffman said 
when asked what was more 
satisfying, his pitching per­
formance or his hitting. "I am 
getting stronger and my elbow 
feels fine. I think this was mv 
best outing of the year:· • 

St. C. put the finishing 
touches on its stellar effort 
with three runs in the fifth to 
enact the OHSAA mercy rule. 

Caleb Keenan walked and 
Rowan Mellott followed with 
a single. Balgo doubled in 
Keenan before Jacob singled 
in Mellott. Bush delivered the 
game-ender with an RBI sin­
gle. 

The Guardians trailed by 5 when Ste­
ven Kwan tripled to start the sixth be­
fore the home run by Gimenez cut the 
lead to 8-5. There was one out in the in­
ning when Naylor walked to end Hunt­
er Brown's night and bring on Rafael 
Montero. 

There were two outs in the inning 
when Floria! knocked his homer into the 
seats in right field to tie it. 

champion.,hip tilt. • 

Hoffman received the only 
run he would need in the first 
inning. 

Blomquist. headed to 

St. C. ·s latest diamond tri­
umph came to fruition a:- a re­
sult of a host of factor-; - the 
bigge:-.t being Hunter Hoff­
man. 

Hoffman's hurling heroics 
and the St. C. hitting explo­
sion were complemented by 
solid defense play, featuring 
web gems from D- l short­
stop recruit Braylen Blom­
quist. third baseman Nico Ja­
cob and Hoffman. 

"We pla)'ed with an attitude 
today. That hasn't always 
been the case this year," Sliva 
said. 'The guys were focused 
and really came to play today. 
We need to continue to play 
this way. 

Wright State this fall. opened 
the home-half of the first with 
a double to right. He scored 
on Hoffman·s double to left 
center. 

St. C. opened unnecessary 
breathing room by plating 
four runs in the third. 

Hoffman and Balgo led the 
Red Devils' hitting onslaught 
with three safeties each. Bush 
and Jacob each had a pair of 
hits. 

Kwan and Gimenez hit consecutive 
singles with no outs in the first before 
Naylor put the Guardians up 3-0 with 
his one-out homer to left field. 

Bregman sent an off-speed pitch from 
Carlos Carrasco off the wall in left-cen­
ter field with two outs in the third to tic 
it at 3-all. 

The bases were loaded with no outs in 
the fourth when Loperfido drove in two 
when he lined a single to center field for 
his first major league hit to put the As­
tros on top 5-3. 

The senior dandy to:-.scd 
a two - hit ~cm while also 
unloading three hits himself. 
The -..outhpaw ace needed 
on ly 55 pitches in recording 
the shutout. He fanned seven 
and didn't issue a walk. 

Ea"t Liverpool fell to 8-10. 
"Hunter was exception-

·'Making the OV AC finals 
is always one of our goals. So 
we have accomplished that 
part of it.'' he added. "Now I 

Blomquist was beaned be­
fore Hoffman delivered a 
one-out single. Mason Myers 
singled in Blomquist followed 
by an RBI single from Brody 
Saunders. Colten Florence 
capped the frame with a sin-

Jake Smith took the mound 
loss for the Potters. He struck 
out three and walked two. 
Smith (double) and Malachi 
Reed (Single) had the lone EL 
hits. 

St. C. has pocketed two 
wins over Indian Creek this 
season. 

Singleton sent the next pitch into the 
second deck in right field. punctuating 
the hit with a mighty bat tlip. to push the 
lead to 8-3. 

River's Wohnhas pitches perfect game against Bellaire Big Reds 
SARDIS River's Ava 

Wohnhas fired a perfect game as 
the Pilot, navigated pa!-,t v1<,iting 
Bellaire. IO O. 111 fi,·e innings in 
high school softbal: action. The 
fre<hman ,truck out five and 
slugged a ~olo home nm. 

Kelsey Harlan singled and 
doubled for River ( I 0-9). while 
Reese Hobbs. Preslev Kilburn 
and Lynn Jones ail singled 
twice. with Kilburn and Jones 
knocking in two runs each. 

Martins Ferry 6, 
Cambridge 0 

Martins Ferry 9, 
Cambridge 3 

MARTINS FERRY - The 
Purple Riders clinched a berth 
in the Buckeye 8 champion­
,hip game with a doubleheader 
~weep of the Bobcr,ts. 

In the opener. Abby Snede 
ker scattered five hits in pick­
ing up the wm in..;ide the circle. 
Giana Chirpas continued her 
torrid hitting with a double and 
home run that produced a pair 
of runs. Laci Zinn doubled in a 

run and Danielle Lude singled 
in another. 

In the second game, Chir­
pas singled twice and homered 
to knock in two runs. Snede­
ker slugged a solo homer and 
winning pitcher Maddie Lucas 
singled twice. She also fanned 
five. walked two and spaced 
out five hits. 

The game was called after 
five innings due to darkness. 

Shadyside 11, Bridgeport 1 
BRIDGEPORT The 

visiting Tigers broke open a 
2 I game with three runs in 
the fourth and five in the sixth 
against the Bulldogs on Irene 
Ehni Field. 

Taylor Fulton singled three 
time:. and drove in a trio of 
run~. while Makayla Faulkner 
singled twice and tripled to ac­
count for three more runs. Kay­
lie Warnock singled twice and 
doubled. while Macy Hender­
shot had two singles and a like 
number of runs batted in. 

Brooke Stewart singled and 

tripled for Bridgeport. 
BASEBALL 

OVAC Class 2A Semifinal 
Caldwell 5, Shadyside 3 

CALDWELL Either 
team confined their scoring to 
one inning apiece Tuesday as 
the Tigers took on Caldwell, the 
hometeam stacking up enough 
offense in a five-run fifth in­
ning to defend their homefield. 

Alex Herlan launched a 
three-run home run for Cald­
well while Ca11cr Whecldin 
drove in two in the victory. 

Shadv"ide ·s Wvatt Parr had 
two RBI of his own. while Ben 
Wach had one nbbie. doubled 
and stoic a bag. The Tigers got 
out to a 3 0 lead after a three­
run third inning. 

Caldwell only had two hits 
on the day to Shadyside's 
six. but walked six times to 
Shadv.,ide·., two. 

Toronto 16, River 2 
TORONTO The Red 

Knights baseball team took 
care of business against the Pi-

lots. 
Toronto - the No. I seed -

shook off a shaky start. and the 
Red Knights scored in all four 
innings they batted en route 
to a 16-2 victory against the 
fourth-seeded Pilots in five in­
nings. 

With the win. Toronto will 
now play No. 2 seed Caldwell in 
the tournament final at noon Sat­
urday out at Edison at the Edison 
Unified Sports Complex. 

Blake Close started the game 
for Toronto, and he picked up 
the win. 

Kaden Hunt started and took 
the loss for River. 

Eight of Toronto' s nine bat­
ters had at least one hit. 

Individually, Barcus record­
ed two singles, a double and 
three RBI, Michael Henry ral­
lied a single. a triple and three 
RBI and Nate Brownfield de­
livered a two-run single. Dom 
Bouscher contributed a single 
and two RBI. and Russ Dickin­
son and Aiden Filby each fin-

ished with a single and an RBI. 
Finally. Nolan Dickinson add­
ed a single. 

Edison 7, Heartland 
Christian 4 

RICHMOND - The Wild­
cats bookended their game 
Tuesday with three-run innings 
in a victory over the Lions. 

Chase Freeman and Kayden 
Russell each had two hits and 
two RBI. Nathan Haught had a 
pair of hits for Edison ~as well. 

Jefferson County Christian 
7, Cornerstone Prep 7 

WEST MIFFLIN. PA. -
Jefferson Countv Christian ral­
lied from a 7-4-deficit to earn 
a hard-fought tie due to time 
restrictions. 

Wyatt Hervey. Rob Hender­
son and Ben Adams combined 
for nine strikeouts and only 
gave up two earned runs. 

On offense. Noah Kostclny 
was 2-3 with a homer and Ben 
Adams chipped in two singles. 
The Royals now stand at I l -6-
1. 
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seasons. losing in the first body within the school district which also include~ supervisor in the nght d1rect1on. 1ey tt1gn .'.)COOOJ Ill OIUWt:ll, 

round each year. was interested in the position, of the weight program. Ray will continue to teach at Ohio. 

John Marshall Lights Up Scoreboard 
To Start State Playoff Title Defense 
Bv NICK HENTHORN ··we had contact today, 

• Sports Editor which has been better 
MOUNDSVILLE than in some of our 0th-

The WVSSAC ~tate ,oft- er games. but when you 
ball postsea!-on began hit It right to their play­
Tue~day. and for the John er their centerfielder 
Marshall Monarchs. their had five or ~ix outs. she's 
game against the Brooke a great ballplayer. but 
Bruins was the beginning we didn't even make her 
of their state title defense move for the ball. we hit 
a, well. it direct Iv to her. 

So far so good for the ··coach Robbie Blake's 
Monarch,. who defeat- got a heck of a defense, 
cd the Bruin, 15-0 111 an C\ en better offense. 
the Region I. Section I thev·re a 2.ood. ~olid team 
semis in five innings. all--around:· 

'·John Mar~half Is a It was a big day for AC 
formidable opponent:· Cumberledge. who dou­
Brooke coach Tom Dise-. bled at the plate while 
rio said. 'They have been being one of three Mon­
for vears and thev will archs with three RBI. all 
continue to be one. We while '>tat1ing out inside 
knew that coming into the circle and pitching 
this game. and you try to three clean innings with 
plan but when you don ·1 three strikeouts. 

... 

. .,_ 

Photo by Kim North 

Magnolia's Jessa Anderson slides head first into sec­
ond base Tuesday as Wheeling Central shortstop 
Bella Rine (23) awaits the throw during the sixth in­
ning. Looking on are Maroon Knights second base­
man Jensen Rine and umpire Donnie Martin. Wheel­
ing Central scored five times m the bottom of the sixth 
for a 5-1 victory. 

Wheeling Central 
Sparks In Sixth To 
Defeat Blue Eagles execute the plan you Reese Ward and 

have in-place. we don ·1 Kaylee White also each 
give ourselves a fighting knocked three runners 
chance:· in. Ward finishing with 

John Marshall led 4-0 a second-inning ~triple. ·,•hi:-./ . ·:.,·••··.·· -_-,;•'., · ··~·-- ... ":.. By KIM NORTH 

after the first inning and Cumberledge led the way Photo by Nick Henthorn Staff Writer 
Dons defeated Cameron 
on Tuesday. Meanwhile. 
the Blue Eagle~ ( I 0-1 I) 
host Vallev tonight in an 
elimination game. 

I 0-0 after the second in- with three hits. while John Marshall's AC Cumberledge throws a pitch ELM GROVE - Call 

ning. White and Nora Shock Tuesday during the Monarch's sectional playoff game it a case of the OV AC 

•·we put Ava Blake on each had two knocks. against the Brooke Bruins. championship hangover. 

twice to try and take the Cumberledge teamed Brooke. Emilee McKin- after falling in the OV AC Whatever it was, Wheel­

homerun ball out. but with Shelby Crow for the ney had a pair of hits. Championship to Mor- J ing Central head soft-

even that wasn·t cffcc- shutout. The Monarchs re- gantown last week. ball coach Buck David-

ti\'c. they s ii 1 11 runs on Emma Hayman bounded with a win to son wasn't pleased and 

the board ... Dis;crio ,aid. smacked a double for start their playoff push Pleu.ie ~ee STATE. Page 10 knows his team will have 

--- to perform better moving 

Hoffman, Red Devils Roll Through Potters fo~i~
rd

Maroon Knights 
(I 7 -4) tallied five runs 
in the bottom of the sixth 
inning Tuesday to rally 

By BUBBA KAPRAL 
For The Intelligencer 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE 

- It was a mismatch on 
paper. .. and it wa~ a mis­
match on the playing 
field. 

Top-seeded and reign­
ing conference champi­
on St. Clairsville rolled 
pa~t outmanned and 
fourth-,eeded East Liv­
erpool in five innings. 
I 0-0. m an OV AC Class 
4A semifinal contest at 
Memorial Park Tue~day 
afternoon. 

The Red De\ ils· I 8th 
win in 20 starts pro­
pels them mto Satur-
day·s champ10n~h1p 
game against Indian 
Creek which defeated 
Cambridge. It will be a 
rem.itch of last year·s 
championship tilt. 

St. C. • s latest diamond 
triumph came to fruition 
as a result of a host of 
factors - the biggest being 
Hunter Hoff man. 

The senior dandy tossed 
a two-hit !!em while abo 
unloading -three hits him­
self. The southpaw ace 
needed only 55 pitches in 

, past a stubborn Magno­
lia squad. 5-1, in West 
Virginia Class A Section 
I Tournament action on 
Ben's Field at the J.B. 
Chambers 1-470 Ball­
fields. 

··we came out kind of 
flat with our hitting, but 
we started to pick it up 
later:' Davidson said. 
·Taking nothing away 
from their pitcher, she 
kept us off balance with 

• "' • .:: her changeup that fooled 

• : · '· : • i_;;_~,L.- ::_~-'•., =-~ some of them. Usually. 

.......,. --~.--·--~~--. ~fu-.·.-~~;;.~_· :;.~i~~~- fi~~d s~~~h:fpl~: tft
1
~ 

'--.::..~~:~·,.::,·> .. :-::~·•t:· ~_:_,-. .. .f. -~r .. - ,,,~ =~. I runners in scoring posi-

L _____ __:_::.:....:;~.....::....-_:..::.:..:~:::.:....:··:..:.··..: ... ~· 12• .. ~';..;_;'¢;;~-'l.t~""i:.,,. .. ~·;,,~',:.~11r~--~::::·~~-,"'~~1>:.::·..,. ~~,.:"'~,;,;qii, ~~ru t1·on, they usually come 
• °:'• •,,. ..- •• -•• --~~ •.J\ )'.:l-:1;r1,.. •.,"J.W~ ;:•:~.,..• •• .,. •• 

Photo by Kim North through, but not tonight. 

St. Clairsville's Mikey Balgo (7) dives for home plate Tuesday against East Liv- "We've got to play 

erpool in the OVAC Class 4A semifinal on the Memorial Park diamond. The seven innings and take 

top-seeded Red Devils rolled to a 10-0 victory in five innings despite Balgo being nothing for granted.'' Da­

tagged out. vidson continued. ''I'm 

recording the shutout. He 
fanned seven and didn't 
issue a walk. 

East Liverpool fell to 
8-10. 

.. Hunter was excep­
tional today ... Red Dev­
ils· Hall of Fame man-

ager Tom Sliva said ... He form. He incurred a major 
had total command of all elbow injury in his pitch­
three of his pitches. Hunt- ing arm this past summer. 
er also came up big at the Sliva·s well-drilled 
plate." charges had their hitting 

Hoffman. a Walsh Uni- shoes on, producing 15 
versity recruit. is now ~afeties. 

roun<ling back into top Please see ROLL. Page JO 

glad the girls kept plug­
ging away and never 
gave up." 

The Maroon Knights 
will now play Madonna 
in the winner's bracket 
final Thursday on Ben·s 
Field. The first pitch is set 
for 5:30 p.m. The Blue 

Magnolia grabbed a 
1-0 lead in the fourth 
when Haidvn Bland 
ripped a doubie down the 
third base line leading 
off. A wild pitch moved 
her to third and she 
scored on a groundout by 
Madeline Delancy. 

That would be all the 
damage Wheelmg Cen­
tral's Josie Fnzzell would 
allow. The junior struck 
out I I , walked one and 
gave up five hits - three 
coming in the seventh 
when Magnolia loaded 
the bases with two outs 
but couldn ·t cash in. 

With time running 
out. Wheeling Central 
bunched three of its five 
hits in the sixth and cou­
pled them with four of 
the seven Magnolia er­
rors . 

Frizzell started the ral­
ly with a solid single to 
center. Aleah Mccardle 
was inserted a~ the cour­
tesy runnerTrina Baker 
reached on an error as 
Mccardle raced around 
to third. 

Jensen Rine·s ground­
er to short was -thrown 
wide of the bag at sec­
ond as Baker ~cored the 
eventual winning run. 
Ava Hanson laced a sin­
gle through the left side 
of the infield that made it 
3-1. 

Please see SIXTH. Pa~c /() 

Wheeling Park Falls To Hot-Hitting Morgantown To Open Sectionals 
By MARK SCHRAF 
For The Intelligencer 

The giggle~ at church. 
The sniffles at daycare. 
Your coworker·s huge yawn 

during an afternoon budget 
meeting. 

Well: last night at ISS Field 
at Mylan Park. the Morgan­
town softball team identified 
something else that belongs on 
this highly contagious list: 

Hitting. as the Mohigans 
batted :i"round - twice ~ in 
the ~econd inning on their 
wav to an overwhelming 18-2 
wi1i against Wheeling- Park 
in their Sectional tournament 
round-robin opener. 

MHS (17-7) actually pulled 
out of the gate a little sluggish­
" 1<>·1ir1't thP P1trint, (I.,_ I 7). 

who defeated the homestand­
ing Mohigans 2-1 a few weeks 
ago. An infield error and a two­
out single put WP up, 1-0 at 
the end of one. and Park had 
a runner in scoring position in 
the second before MHS pitch­
er Maddie Wisman struck out a 
pair to squelch the rally. 

Then the Mohigans offense 
got busy. 

Wisman started things off 
with a sharp single. followed by 
battery-mate Kira Smith·s base 
knock. An infield error pushed 
across the tying run, then three 
straight patient at bats led to 
three walks and two more runs. 

The MHS bats cranked up 
the power next. as Emily Pe­
terson pounded a bases-clear­
im! double. followed bv three 

straight RBI doubles from Liz 
Alsop. Micah Wilson, and 
Wisman. A comfortable 9-1 
lead and two quick outs didn't 
slow the momentum. as Beth 
and Grace Robinson stroked 
RBI singles. Anne Robinson 
walked. and Peterson collected 
her second hit and fourth RBI 
of the innimr. 

The scoring surge continued 
as Alsop pounded a three-run 
home run to left. and Wilson 
follow with a back-to-back jack 
way out to deep dead center. 

That"s 19 to the plate, and 
16 across. a deficit that would 
not be shrunk enough to pro­
long the game beyond five in­
nings. Alsop's RBI single and 
Wisman's second double of the 
day closed out the home team 

scoring in the fourth. and Wis­
man capped her day after sur­
rendering a meaningless run in 
the fifth, closing out Park on a 
complete game three-hitter. 

After the game, Morgantown 
coach Lorri Lipscomb grinned 
when asked if that low scoring 
loss to Park was discussed be­
fore this one. 

"Yeah, we might've men­
tioned it," she laughed. ''Of 
course, you never want a rival 
to beat you in your house, and 
our bats were so quiet that day. 
so it was great to see them re­
ally get after it tonight. They 
made good adjustments and 
started swinging at strikes. That 
second inning had a little bit of 
everything, didn't it? Patience, 
line drives. and a lot of power. 

Very nice to see. 
"We've had a different at­

titude and have been playing 
well in all pai1s of our game 
since coming back from Myr­
tle Beach:· she explamed. "We 
got together. worked through 
some things. and realized that 
we had a chance to do some 
special things. We have an 
OV AC championship over 
John Marshall in our pocket -
and I know that thev·re think 
ing about that loss just like we 
were tonight - but we aren ·c 
satisfied. We just want to keep 
the momentum. the ei1ergy. and 
the confidence going:· 

The Mohigans arc back in 
action on the road at John Mar­
shall today in game two of the 
Sectional toum~amcnt. 
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Of Homegrown Receiver History 
By BOB HERTZEL 

WV News 
MORGANTOWN - While the 

state of West Virginia has pro­
duced perhaps one of the five 
greatest wide receivers in football 
history in Randy Moss. it has not 
produced a particularly fruitful 
crop of homebred receivers for its 
state university. 

WVU. of course. ha-; over the 
years had to import its most ex­
citing and productl\·e receivers. 
from Stedman Bailev and Tavon 
Austin to Kevin White. David 
Saunders. Shawn Foreman. Gary 
Jennings. David Sills V. Khory 
Ivy and Chris Henry. 

While watching Saturday's 
Blue/Gold Spring Game. the 
thought crossed an idle mind that 
this year that may be changing 
and for what may be the first time 
in nearly a century. WVU could 
actually line up a pair of wide re­
ceivers capable of ru nning 1-2 in 
receptions for a team that is will­
ing to throw the ball around 

That. of course. would be Pres­
ton Fox and Hudson Clement. two 
players that despite coming from 
different sides of the state have 
followed strikingly similar paths 
to the position they find them­
selves in entering this season. 

Fox played his footba ll in Mor 
gantown. Clement in Martin~burg. 
Neither drew much recruiting 
attention at the Div ision I lcvcL 
walked on at West Virginia. were 
surprised when awarded schol­
arships and now have become 
key cogs in what fig ures to be a 
dangerow, passing game on the 
receiving end of Garrett Greene 
passes. 

ROLL 
(Continued f'rom l'a~c 9) 

Fox famously earned his schol­
arship two years ago after a spec­
tacular performance in the spring 
game as he put on display his 
ability to make acrobatic catches 
downfield. A diving catch at the 
sideline from Goose Crowder was 
the play of the day, leading to a 
post-game celebration of his pro­
motion to scholarship. . 

"That was probably one of the 
best feelings in the world." Fox 
said as he thought about it last 
year. ''Seeing my family walk in, 
I just knew that was the moment. 
I almost had tears come out of 
my eyes: that was the best feeling 
ever.·' 

Fox took advantage of the 
'>Cholarship and fought his way 
into the receiver rotation and into 
a punt returning role. 

"As .i walk-on. you really have 
to put yourself into any posi­
tion to get playing time." Fox 
said. "Through punt returns. that 
helped me get on the field first. If 
you \\ ant to get on the field. you 
play special teams. 

"It's been a hard journey, but 
it's always going to be hard as a 
walk-on.'' Fox added. "Being a 
role player now is big-time. A lot 
of it was hard work and now they 
can just plug me in at any spot.'' 

Clement found himself in the 
right .~pot at the right time last 
vear when. after the Penn State 
game. a couple of injuries got 
him on the field in place of Devin 
Carter and his receiving debut as 
a Mountaineer will go down in 
history. 

Granted the opponent was 
Duquesne. but you play whoever 
lines up on the other side of the 

ball and Clement latched onto 
three touchdown passes among 
the five he caught for I 77 yards 
- the third most yards gained in 
a single game by a West Virginia 
native at WVU. 

After the game he was awarded 
his scholarship. 

"That was the greatest day 
of my life, definitely. It was 
life-changing, literally. I was a 
walk on and no one knew my 
name. I got an opportunity and ... 
yep, life-changing," he remem­
bered. 

Only Oscar Patrick, a dude be­
fore his time when he caught 10 
passes for 190 yards and a touch­
down against Penn State in I 968 
and Zach Abraham, who caught 
6 for 180 yard, including an 81-
yard pass, in 1994 against Pitt. 

After Saturday's spring game 
in which he made a difficult catch 
for a touchdown from Nieco Mar­
chio!. Clement reflected upon his 
breakout moment. 

"It's been a long time coming 
and I wa~ blessed with the oppor­
tunity last year, made the best out 
of it. We had a few guys go down 
last year and needed a few of our 
young guys to step up and I just 
had to do what I had to do." he 
said .. 

"Now we are trying to build 
moving forward." 

The stories of Fox and Clem­
ent will be passed on from year 
to year to year to high school kids 
who are disappointed with their 
recruiting status and used as proof 
that a walk-on can make it, just as 
undrafted free agents prove over 
and over they can do the same in 
the NFL. 

Nine different Devils 
recorded a hit. 

Hoffman's hurl inr'. he­
roics and the St. C. hitt ing 
explosion were complc'= 
mented by solid defense 
play. featuring web gems 
from D-1 shortstop re­
cruit Braylen Blomquist. 
third baseman Nico Ja­
cob and Hoffman. 

llbvious,l) be playing a 
good team in the champi­
onship game:· 

St. C. pays a vbit to 
Barnesville today in a 
regular season conte:-.t. 

St. C. opened unneces­
sary breathing room by 
plating four runs in the 
third. 

fort with three runs in the 
fifth to enact the OHSAA 
mercy rule. 

Caleb Keenan walked 
and Rowan Mellott fol­
lowed with a single. Bal­
go doubled in Keenan 
before Jacob singled in 
Mellott. Bush delivered 
the game-ender with an 
RBI single. 

"We played with an at­
titude today. Thal hasn ·1 
always been the case this 
year.'' Sliva said. ""The 
guys were focused and 
really came to play to­
day. We need to continue 
to play this way. 

"Makin!?. the OV AC 
finals is always one of 
our goals. So we have 
accomplished that part 
of it:· he added. "Now I 
just want to compete very 
well and let the chips fall 
where they may. We will 

All-Season 
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New system installations 

';.I have alwavs had 
a soft spot for pitching 
but the hits were nice. 
too." Hoffman said when 
asked what was more sat­
isfying. his pitching per­
formance or his hitting. 
"I am getting stronger 
:md rnv elbow feels fine. 
I think this was my best 
outing of the year.'' 

Hoffman received the 
only run he would need 
in the first inning. 

Blomquist. headed to 
Wright State this fall. 
opened the home-half of 
the first with a double to 
right. He scored on Hoff­
m:m • s double to left cen­
ter. 

~ ~ • "i<"•,:.. 
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Local Experience 
since 1975 

Moundsville 304-845-8354 • St. °Clairsville 740-695-2487 
Barnesville 740·425-3134 

www.lRumerlo.udin.com 

Blomquist was beaned 
before Hoffman deliv­
ered a one-out single. 
Mason Myers singled in 
Blomquist followed by 
an RBI single from Bro­
dy Saunders. Colten Flor­
ence capped the frame 
with a single, knocking 
in two more Devils for a 
5-0 reading. 

The hosts added two 
more tallies in the fourth. 

With two outs. Blom­
quist was beaned again. 
Standout catcher Marcus 
Bush tripled him in. Bush 
subsequently scored 
on a Hoffman double 
which nearly cleared the 
right-center fence. 

St. C. put the finishing 
touches on its stellar ef-

Hoffman and Balgo 
led the Red Devils' hit­
ting onslaught with three 
safeties each. Bush and 
Jacob each had a pair of 
hits. 

Jake Smith took the 
mound loss for the Pot­
ters. He struck out three 
and walked two. Smith 
(double) and Malachi 
Reed (Single) had the 
lone EL hits. 

St. C. has pocketed two 
wins over Indian Creek 
this season. 
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Dr. Jill Hawkins 
Au.O., CCC·A 

Doctor of Audiology 

ARING 
Your Locally Owned 

Hemng Care Provider 

Offering: 
• Diagnostic Testing 
• Assistive Devices 

• Hearing Aid Sales & Repair 
• Custom Hearing Protection 

304-914-4009 
www.hawkinshearingweirton.com 
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Veteran Center Brian Allen 
CLEVELAND (AP) -

The Cleveland Browns 
added depth to their solid 
offensive line on Tuesday, 
agreeing on a contract with 
free agent center Brian Al­
len, his agency announced 
on social media. 

Allen, who started 3 6 
games and a Super Bowl 
for the Rams, is getting a 
one-year contract. 

The Browns have not yet 
confinned the deal. 

The 28-year-old Allen 
was slowed by injuries the 
past few seasons and was a 
backup in 2023. The Rams 
released him in February. 

Fonner NFL cen-
ter LeCharles Bentley, 
who was briefly with 
the Browns and founded 
AMDG Sports, posted AI­
len 's agreement on X. 

"I've known BA since 
he was a high schooler," 
Bentley wrote. "When he's 
healthy, one of the baddest 
dudes in the NFL. My per­
sonal favorite C ( center) to 

watch play. Really hoping 
he reclaims old form and 
help the Land keep dom­
inating upfront. A real 
dawg.'' 

Allen, who played at 
Michigan State, will likely 
compete with 2023 draft 
pick Luke Wypler to back 
up starter Ethan Pode. 

The Browns have want­
ed to bulk up their interior. 
Last week, they selected 
Michigan guard Zak Zinter 
in the third round. 

The Browns also picked 
up the fifth-year option on 
comerback Greg Newsome 
H's rookie contract. A first­
round pick in 2021. New­
some is scheduled to make 
$13.3 million in 2025. 

Newsome has started 39 
games in three seasons. He 
didn't get an interception 
in his first two years before 
picking off a deflected pass 
and returning it 34 yards 
for a touchdown to key 
Cleveland's comeback win 
at Baltimore on Nov. 12. 

STATE----------­
(Contlnued from Page 9) 

"I liked the way they few things and we played 
responded from Friday's really good defense. 
loss," John Marshall That's what's going to 
coach Rob Blake said. carry us through:· ~ 
"We had a couple good A rematch with the Mo­
days of practice, we were higans is up next for the 
more disciplined at the Monarchs. who will host 
plate, and if we stay disci- Morgantown at home 
plined at the plate, we're Wednesday at 5 p.m. in 
going to go a long way. the winner's bracket fi­
We hit the ball a lot better nal. Morgantown defeat­
today, we'd been doing ed Wheeling Park in their 
that in practice. we fixed a own sectional semi. 18-2. 

SIXTH-----------
(Contlnued from Page 9) 

Bella Rine's flyball to where Baker fielded the 
left was dropped for an ball and threw a strike 
error and Maddie Miehle to Erin Max well at third 
singled to right to drive to nail McDiffitt for the 
in courtesy runner Oliv- second out. Sophia Alex­
ia Stephens. Bella Rine ander singled to left and 
came around to score Sidney Knight walked on 
when the ball was mis- a 13-pitch at bat to load 
played in right. the bases. However. Friz-

"One bad inning.'· zell recorded her I I th 
Magnolia head . coach punch out of the game to 
Dave Anderson said. end things. 
"Wheeling Central is a Bland singled and dou­
good team and they put bled for Magnolia. Han­
pressure on us to make son had two- singles for 
the plays, and we didn't. Wheeling Central. 
The first five innings ··we went down fight­
we made the defensive ing. I'm proud of them." 
plays." Anderson added. 

Magnolia didn't let the McDiffitt struck out 
poor defense get it down four. walked one and al­
as it threatened in the sev- lowed just five hits. 
enth. With one out, losing "She was out for two 
pitcher Mallory McDiffitt weeks with an injury and 
doubled down the right then took another week to 
field line. Caroline Heil get back in shape." An­
singled sharply to left derson said of his pitcher. 

Recmve $25 
When You Finance Your Vehide at 
First Choice America Credit Union! 

Call 304-748-8600 for Details! 

FIRST CHOICE AMERICA 
., 

·All loans subject to credit approval. $250 cash applies only to 
approved vehicle and motorcycle loans Not applicable to 
commercial use vehicles. This offer Is good for 2016-2024 
vehicles on approved new loans or refinanced loans from other 
financial institutions. $250 cash may be subJect to ncome tax 
and reimbursement Ifthe loan is paid off within the first 90 days 
Please consult your tax advisor, Limited time offer Federal ly 
insured by NCUA. Membership elig1b1llty required 
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Park Falls In Extras 
To Morgantown 

Photo by Benjamin Powell/The Dominion Post 
Wheeling Park's Jared Marsh dives back to first base 
as Morgantown's Nate Wolfe makes the catch 

Mohigans Walk-Off 5A Semifinals 
On Ninth-Inning Sacrifice Fly 

By MICHAEL 
GRIFFITH 

For The Intelligencer 
MORGANTOWN 

It wasn't until the bot­
tom of the third inning that 
the first run of the game 
was scored as the Mohi 
gans got the bats going. 

. . Photo by Kim North 
Linsly firs~ baseman Andr~w Skadra eyes a pickoff throw as Barnesville's Taison Starr dives back safely 
dunng actmn from Mondays OVAC Class 3A baseball tournament semifinal on the sun-drenched Memorial 
Park diamond in western Belmont County. The fourth-seeded Cadets upset the error-prone top seeds, 9·3. 

The Morgantown High 
baseball team earned its 
20th victory of the season 
on Monday evening by 
way of an OV AC Class 
SA semifinal win over the 
visiting Wheeling Park 
Patriots at Dale Miller 

Mazev led off with a 
double io right field and 
was followed by Mason 
Bowers with a double of 
his own that scored the 
opening run of the contest 
and gave MHS a 1-0 lead. Cadets Advance To 3A Championship 

Over Top-Seeded Barnesville 
By KIM NORTH 

Staff Writer 
BARNESVILLE - As the days 

were winding down the cut-off 
mark for the OVAC Class 3A 
baseball tournament. all veteran 
Linsly head coach Jay Cartwright 
wanted to do wa~ get into the four­
team playoffs. 

His fourth-seeded Cadets ( 13-
7) accomplished that. finishing 
fourth and pairing up with No. I 
Barnesville in semifinal action on 
Monday. Now. they will play for 
the 24th championship against 
city rival Wheeling Central after 
stunning top-seeded Bamesvillle. 
9-3. on the sun-drenched Memo­
rial Park diamond in western Bel­
mont County. Should they win and 
defend their title, they would tie 
Steubenville for the most OV AC 
baseball crowns. 

according to OVAC Baseball 
Commissioner Bill Beattie. the 
Wheeling Central-Linsly game 
is tentatively set for Thursday at 
7:30 p.m. at the Edison Unified 
Sports Complex in Richmond. 

"Our goal was always to just get 
a shot. We just wanted to get in 
the tournament and get a chance ... 
Cartwright said. ··1 think our guys 
appreciated that tonight. They 
threw a good ann at us. They are 
a good team and to come out here 
and beat them on their own field. 
They make you earn it and our 
kids did that tonight.., 

Gessler walked. Berhalter raced 
home when a grounder to the right 
side by Rocco Paolina was thrown 
wildly to first with Gessler ad­
vancing to third and Paolina taking 
second. 

With two out. Murray reached 
on an error to load the bases. An­
drew Skadra's screamer to third 
was bobbled then thrown off the 
mark to first as Gessler and Paoli­
na both scored for a 4-0 reading. 

1

• 

Barnesville. which entered the 
game ranked No. 7 in the Ohio 
Baseball Coaches Association Di­
vision III poll. cut the deficit in 
half in the bottom of the inning as 
Duker Castello coaxed bases-load­
ed walk from winning pitcher 
Dillon Wilson to end the senior's 
night on the mound as Ayden Van­
Hom scored. 

Field. 
The Mohigans (20-7) 

advanced to Thursdav's 
title game with a 4-3 
victory in the bottom of 
the ninth inning as junior 
Weston Mazey scored the 
winning run on a sacrifice 
fly by sophomore Koa Sil­
vers. 

"We had some play­
ers step up for up in to­
day's game:· MHS assb­
tant coach Tim Bradlev 
said. "Dylan Travinski 
was great today and his 
approach on the mound 
was amazing. We made 
the plays in the situations 
when we needed to. A lot 
of energy was shown to­
day and that's where we 
want to be right now.'' 

Three straight walks 
from Kupsky yielded an­
other run as the third came 
with the bases full and 
doubled the lead to 2-0 for 
MHS still with no outs. 

After a fielder's choice 
at home plate. MHS ~c­
nior Eli Boggs hit a one­
out double. the third of 
the inning for MHS. to 
bring home Travinski and 
extend the lead further to 
3-0. 

The Patriots eventual!\ 
got out of the third innin~ 
and responded well in the 
top of the fourth with their 
first three hits. 

Two singles and an er­
ror in the MHS infield al­
lowed the visitors to cut 
into the lead 3-1 . then 
sophomore Nate Yanchak 
singled with two outs to 
shrink the lead again to 
just one run 3-2. 

Although not set in stone. 

Linsly took advantage of four 
Barnesville errors for five un­
earned runs. including three in the 
top of the fifth on no hits. With the 
Cadets clinging to a 1-0 lead. Na­
than Berhalter singled to start the 
inning. He was bunted co second 
by Chris Upton and. after Carson Plea.ff see CADETS. Page 18 

Both starting pitch­
ers, Travinsk.i for MHS 
and Braden Kupsky for 
Wheeling Park, opened 
the first few innings strong 
on the mound. Plea.1e see PARK. Page /8 

Wheeling Central 
Dominates 3A Semis 
vs. Purple Riders 
Bv NICK HENTHORN 

• Sports Editor 
WHEELING A 

first-inning surge set the 
tone for the Wheeling 
Central Maroon Knights· 
OV AC 3A semifinals vic­
tory over the Martins Fer­
ry Purple Riders. the No. 
2-seeded Knights blazing 
past the No. 3-seeded Rid­
ers I I I on Monday. 

f'entral scored five runs 
in tlic first inning to grab 
hold of a lead they would 
only build upon. 

"We knew they had a 
1n1H'h nitc-ht>r :i kiri whn 

had to face a pretty good 
pitcher and so it was huge 
for us to come out and jump 
on them early. get a couple 
runs early and be able to 
relax our guys a little bit. 
I thought we had quality 
at-bats all day long against 
them. and that's what's go­
ing to win games." 

Central sent I O to the 
plate in the bottom of the 
first. Seth Cover was the 
first to drive in a runner by 
slapping a ground ball to 
an awkward spot between 
first and second with the 
h:i<;f', fo;1rlt>rl :in<i ht>:itinP-

Blue Dons Defeat Beallsville 
By AARON PETCHAL 
For The Intelligencer 
WEIRTON - The Ma­

donna baseball took the 
first step to adding anoth­
er trophy to its collection. 

Top-seeded Madon-
na pounded out 12 runs 
on 13 hits en route to 
a 12-1 victory against 
fourth-seeded Beallsville 
in an OV AC Cla!>!> 1 A 
Tournament Semifinal 

d M ..- ~ onday evening at Bow• 
I m~Fle~ 

' 

The Blue Dons scored 
• 't at least one run in all four 

1 innings they batted. 
i ~•\ W , "We did overswing at . a. ~~ , _. times, but our approach 

:l![~ ~:~'7' " ~ ~ :- has gotten better the last 
....._,'l"r'o ... _. ""' • • ~~ > ~"e-1 - - couple of weeks,'' first -

.~., ,,..,r= '.ll ~~_._,._, _., '4 year Madonna (18-5) 
Photo by Nick Henthorn I head coach T.J. Mill er 

We were looking lacklus­
ter at the plate~ but our 
approach has gotten bet­
ter. 

--we are seeing the ball 
better. We ·re hitting with 
two '>trike-.. We're doing 
a better job ... 

The bovs from Han­
cock Cou'ntv used two 
pitchers in the game. and 
the two combined for a 
no-hitter. 

Jacob Lazear ~tarted 
on the mound and picked 
up the win for the ho~ts. 
Lazear retired all nine 
batters he faced. 

He recorded '>ix strike­
outs. while throwing less 
than 50 pitches. Logan 
Fedak came on to start 
the fourth. Fedak struck 
out one. walked one and 
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De La Cruz Homers, Lodolo 
Strikes Out 11 In Reds Win 

SAN DIEGO (AP) -
Elly De La Cruz·s 443-
foot home run into the 
bullpen sent a few Padres 
relievers scrambling out 
of the wav. and Nick Lod­
olo combined with two re­
lievers on a four-hitter and 
struck out 11 as the Cin­
cinnati Reds beat San Di­
ego 5-2 on Monday night. 

Lodolo (3-0) retired his 
final I 8 batters after issu­
ing consecutive walks to 
open the second inning. 
Fernando Cmz pitched ~a 
perfect eighth and Alex 
Diaz retired the first two 
batters of the ninth before 
Jake Cronenworth dou-

bled and scored on Man­
ny Machado's single. 

De La Cruz got this se­
ties going with ~an impres­
sive homer with one out 
in the first. Knuckleballer 
Matt Waldron ( 1-3) got 
ahead of De La Crnz at 
0-2. Batting lefty against 
the righty, the 22-year­
old star drove a 91 mph 
sinker to left-center out 
the back of the ballpark. 

With eight homers and 
17 stolen bases in April. 
he ~ecame the sixth play­
er since at least I 90 I to 
record seven homers and 
15 steals in a calendar 
month. 

PARK------------
(Continued l'rom Page 17) 

After scoreless innings 
for both sides. the Patriots 
opened the top of the sixth 
with a double by Kupsky 
who advanced to third on 
a sacrifice bunt in the next 
at-bat and then scored the 
tying run on a sacrifice fly 
by Ryland Robb to knot 
the game at three runs 
apiece. 

MHS senior Caleb Nut­
ter hit a 1wo-ou1 triple in 
the bottom of the sixth and 
after a pitch hit Mazey. 
the Mohigans trictl to !!Cl 
tricky with runners on the 
comers. 

Mazey broke for sec­
ond and tried to allow 
pinch-runner Ryan Nipper 
to steal home in the confu­
sion, but the Park defense 
was all over the plan and 
caught Nipper out at the 
plate. 

After a scoreless sev­
enth innin!!. the game 
headed to~ extras. ~ The 
Patriots mana!!ed 10 load 
the bases in the top of the 
ninth but MHS reliever 
Judd Messerly kept the 
Park offense at bav and 
opened the door for his 
offense to close the deal. 

CENTRAL 

··Judd stepped up big 
for us today and gave us 
two strong innings to keep 
us in it:· Bradlev said. 

Mazey led off the bot­
tom of the ninth with a sin­
gle that a sacrifice bunt by 
Mason Bowers followed. 
During the play. however. 
the Patriots left third base 
uncovered and Mazev was 
able to advance without a 
challenge. 

That~ made wa\' for 
Silvers to send his team 
to the OV AC SA title 
game when he sent the 
second pitch of the at-bat 
into right field. allowing 
Mazev to score from third. 

.. We really have a dou­
ble leadoff situation with 
Weston battirn! ninth and 
then Mason coming up for 
us." Bradley said. '·Hav­
ing a player like him at the 
nine spot is an advantage. 
We just need him to get 
on base and he will usual­
ly make the right play and 
it showed there to end the 
!!ame :· 
~ The Mohigans will plav 
for the OV A.C 5A title on 
Thursday at Edison High 
School in Richmond. Oh. 

(Continued from Pa~e 17) 

Brayden C(wer and Brodcgard pitched the 
Hunter Mueller each mil si:-.. mnm~s in a win 
came through for t\~ o- for Central. racking up I I 
RBI hit, as Central twice s;trikeouts in a sparkling 
loaded the ba:-.e~ in the showin!!. 
frame. ..He's a kid who throws 

'"A bad ftp,t innmg and hard. he's !!Ota curveball 
it snowballed from there:· and he mixed in a chan­
Martins Ferrv head coach geup today:· Cover 'iaid. 
Anthony Re-asbeck ,aid. ..When you can throw 
··J thought we sho'wcd three pitche<; for -.trikes 
a little bit of f1!!ht. but it", hard for hitters to ad­
when you ·re down 5-0 JU'>t or sit on one. When 
to a good team like th1'i. you can do that. pitch­
you·re flghtmg- not an mg·~ pretty easy some­
uphill battle. you're fight- times:· 
ing up a mountain. That"s Koy Lipinski also had 
where we found oup,el\e, an RBI for the Maroon 
and that's how it went. It Knights. and the home 
kind of was what it wa, at team had a clean bill on 
that point:· defen..,e with no errors. 

Mueller wa~ the dcs1g ··our M.O. is going to 
nated hitter Mondav. and be pitching and defense." 
took the dutie.., to heart b\ CO\ er ,aid. ··J have kind 
driving in five runs on 'i1 of ,lfl internal calcula­
pair of hits. one a double. t1on where if vou add our 
out of the eight-hole. v.alks and errors and it's 

Brayden ~ CO\ er and less than five. we ·re prob­
Luke Tiu each had two ably going to be Ill good 
RBI. Tiu· . .., coming from a ,hape at the end of the 
two-run double. ~ !!amc. 

Cover wa.., the , even " .. I thought that was the 
hitter and Tiu the nme hit- ca,e toda). Steven threw 
ter Mondav as Central got ball reallv well. threw all 
nine of their I I RBI from three pitches for ,trike,. 
the bottom third of their When vou do that. it", 
lineup. easy to call a game." 

"We balance it ."' Cov- Ludolph drove in a run 
er said. ··Jt' s not like our for Ferry. while Baron 
?in!h, ~_i_tter is the ninth- ~u~ey ,had two hits and a 
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Williams, Gilgeous-Alexander Lead 
OKC To A Sweep Of The Pelicans 

erect. NEW ORLEANS (AP) - Jalen Williams high­
lighted a 24-point performance with a back-break­
ing 3 with three minutes left. and the Oklahoma City 
Thunder beat the New Orleans Pelicans 97-89 on 
~onday night to complete a four-game sweep of their 
hrst-round playoff senes. 

Giddey and Holmgren each scored 14 points. 
Holmgren also had nine rebounds. 

McCollum scored 20 for New Orleans, which con­
tinued to be plagued by poor 3-point shooting. The 
Pelicans hit just eight of 34 shots from deep (2 3.5% ). 

Shai Gilgeous-Alcxander had 24 points and l 0 
~eboun?s for Oklahoma City, which trailed by five 
111 the fourth quarter before suddenly seizing control 
,~it!~ a combination of stifling defense and opportu­
n1st1c shooting. 

New Orleans led 80-7 5 and had a chance to take 
what would have been the biggest lead for either team 
when Jose Alvarado blocked Giloeous-Alexander 
and sent CJ McColl um the other way°on a two-on-one 
break. 

Jonas Valanciunas had 19 point and 13 rebounds 
but might have produced more had he not been lim­
ited by foul trouble to 26 minutes on the court. Naji 
Marshall hit half of the Pelicans· 3s and finished with 
16 points. 

The Thunder held a 44-43 halftime lead in a game 
was highly competitive through three quarters.~ with 
18 lead changes and neither team leading by more 
than five. 

McCollum could. not convert at the rim, however. 
New Orleans stayed close despite Brandon Ingram 

missing nine of his first IO shots and I 2 of 14 for the 
game. Soon after. Chet Holmgren·s putback and Josh Gid­

dey' s 3 tied it at 80 and ignited a decisive 18-2 run, 
capped by Williams· second-chance 3, that put the 
Thunder up 93-82 with 3:08 left. 

New Orleans. which played the entire series with­
out star power forward Zion Williamson, never recov-

Ingram's free throws with 3 seconds left in the third 
quarter that gave the Pelicans a 7 1-70 lead at the end 
of the period. but he finished with just eight points 
when more was needed of him with Williamson out 
of the lineup. 

Derrick White Scores 38, Celtics Take 3-1 Lead vs. Heat 
MIAMI (AP) - The good news 

for the Miami Heat is that the Boston 
Celtics might not be back in South 
Florida rota few months. 

And that's also the bad news for 
the Heat. 

Boston now has full control of 
this Eastern Conference series. with 
Del1'ick White scoring a career-high 
38 points on Monday night and lead­
i1~g the top-seeded Celtics past the 
eighth-seeded Heat I 02-88 to take 
a ~3-1 lead in their opening-round 
NBA playoff series. 

.., made a couple shots early:· 
said White. who was 15 of 26 from 
the field and 8 of 15 from 3-point 
range. ..That always helps. Once 
you make a couple, the basket looks 
huge:· 

The Celtics won at Miami for the 
sixth straight time and improved to 
14-3 in their last 17 !!ames on the 
Hears home floor. Butit was a cost­
ly win. with Kristaps Porzingb go­
ing down in the first half with what 
the team said was a right calf injury. 
He left the arena in a~ walking boot, 

CADETS -
(Continued from Page 17) 

often used as a precaution. 
Celtics coach Joe Mazzulla said 

he had not gotten a postgame update 
on Porzingis' condition. 

"I didn't see what happened,"' 
Mazzulla said. 

Jayson Tatum added 20 points and 
l O rebounds for the Celtics, who got 
I 7 points from Jaylen Brown and I I 
from Jrue Holiday. 

"We had to keep fighting," Tatum 
said, "and play desperate in a way." 

Barn Adebayo finished with 25 
points, I 7 rebounds and five assists 
for Miami, which had a sellout crowd 
- including Lionel Messi - but 
played again without injured starters 
Jimmy Butler (knee) and Terry Ro­
zier (neck). The Heat managed only 
84 points in Game 3 and struggled 
again on offense in Game 4. 

Tyler Herro scored 19 points 
and Caleb Martin had 18 for the 
eighth-seeded Heat. Miami lost 
rookie starter Jaime Jaquez Jr. in the 
second half with leg tightness: he 
will be evaluated Tuesday. 

"Offensively, we struggled again." 

Heat coach Erik Spoelstra said. ··we 
had some decent looks earlv on. 
weren't able to knock those down. 
and Derrick White was very good 
tonight - obviously .... He was just 
very efficient. very good.'' 

The Celtics can advance to the sec­
ond round on Wednesday when the) 
host Game 5. The Boston-Miami 
winner will meet the Cleveland-Or­
lando winner in the East ~emifinah: 
that Cavaliers-Magic series wo1f 1 
end until at least Frida). 

··we·re going into the lion·s den ... 
Adebayo said ... Evc1)'body know\ 
what's at stake. It'" 3-1 :· 

But the Celtics now have an inju 
ry concern. with Porzingis liftin!! h , 
jersey over his face in exasperat0on 
after getting hurt late in the first half. 

"Worried:· said Celtics center Al 
Horford. who sta11ed after halftime 
in Porzingis • place. ··Just concerned. 
... Definitely concerning for me. 
He's in good spirits. but we don ·t 
know what ifs going to be. 1 • m 1u,1 
hoping that it's nothing serious Jnd 
he can get back to us quick." 

Paolina came on m re- a sinking liner in left to 
lief and promptly walked end the inning. 
Ma\ Miller to make it Linsly recorded one-
4 : ;,s Casey Carpenter third of its nine hits in 

have bailed u~ a lot this 
year." 

Barnesville scored an 
unearned run in the bot­
tom of the seventh for 
the final. 

a couple arm injuries and 
were looking for a pitch­
er. and we found one. 
He ·s been great for us. 
He underst,111ds pitching 
because he has caught so 

touched the plate. the seventh inning, and 
Paolina induced a combined with another 

fielder· s choice to end Barnesville error, tacked 
the rallv. on five insurance tallies. 

A piiir ot sparkling Skadra had a sacrifice 
defen,ive plays by the fly that chased in a run, 
Shamrocks 111 the sixth while Berhalter walked 
kept them in the game. with the bases loaded 
Second ba,eman Re- and Upton singled to 
ese Stephen fielded a center to score a pair. 
grounder that glanced ··our pitchers have 
off of pitcher Ja>.~on Wi- had our backs all year 
ley ·" glove and threw the and I told the guys that 
runner out at first. Then. we needed to help our 
left fielder Taison Starr pitchers out," the Lins­
made a diving catch of ly coach added. "They 

Wilson struck out five. 
walked three and gave 
up two hits. He threw 6 7 
pitches. but only 38 for 
strikes, and pitched into 
the fifth b~fore giving 
way to Paolina. 

''Dillon got a little 
tired there so we got 
him out after he gave up 
a couple of runs," Cart­
wright noted. 

much:· ~ 
Barnesville head 

coach D.J. Butler. like 
most coaches, accepted 
the blame for his team·s 
Jacki uster effort. 

'The kids worked so 
hard all season to !!et the 
No. l seed and 1 ·didn • t 
have us ready to play. 
That"s on me:· hf: ~~id . 
"You can't • fault the 
kids. They played their 
butts off.,. 

DONS 
(Continued from Page 17) 

··our pitcher, did great:· Miller 
:..aid. "Jacob Jnd Lo·gan did very 
well. Defensivelv. we did a good 
job behind them~ Our offense put 
them in a good "Pot earl) in the 
!!ame.,. 
~ The victor, did not commit an 
error. 

··1t is mce to have a combined 
no-hitter:· M il)er said. ··1 wanted 
Jacob to go longer. but it b late in 
the seaso11 and ~r n.1 trying to pre­
serve arm:.. \\ ith injurie'>. Hats off 
to him. He pitched great.·· 

With the win . Madonna will 
play in the tournament final 
Tlrnrsdav out at Edison against 
the winner of the game between 
Cameron - the No~ 2 seed • and 

"He has caught his 
whole career. but we had 

ous meetings this season. 
The boys from Monroe Coun­

ty also used two pitchers in the 
semifinal. Garrett Perkins started 
and took the loss. Perkins struck 
out three without walking a batter 
in his three innings of work on the 
mound. Reed Smith came on and 
pitched the fourth. He did record 
a strikeout or walk a batter. 

Smith contributed the lone RBI 
for the boys in blue. 

Eight batters had at least one hit 
for the Blue Dons, while another 
tallied an RBI. 

Individually, Noah Kimber­
land collected two singles, a tri­
ple and two RBI, Grant Wilharm 
and David Connors each contrib-

pitch to start the inning. and he 
stole second. David Connors tol­
lowed with a single. and he also 
stole second. Then. Littl eton and 
Connors scored on a sin!!le bv 
Kimberland to make the~ score 
6-0. Nagy followed with another 
hit. and Kimberland scored on an 
errant pick off throw to make 11 
7-0. 

The visitors got on the score­
board in the fo1.1rth. Tnson En­
glish walked to ..,tart th'e tnnin~. 
and he stole second. Smith fo i­
lowed with a bunt and was '.hro\\ n 
out at first. however. the catcher 
hustled all the way around and 
ended up scoring on the play to 
make it a 7- 1 ballgame. 



opened the top of the sixth 
with a double by Kupsky 
who advanced to third on 
a sacrifice bunt in the next 
at-bat and then scored the 
tying run on a sacrifice fly 
by Ryland Robb to knot 
the game at three runs 
apiece. 

MHS senior Caleb Nut­
ter hit a two-out triple in 
the bottom of the sixth and 
after a pitch hit Mazey. 
the Mohigans tried to get 
tricky with runners on the 
comers. 

Mazey broke for sec­
ond and tried to allow 
pinch-runner Ryan Nipper 
to steal home in the confu­
sion. but the Park defense 
was all over the plan and 
caught Nipper out at the 
plate. 

After a scoreless sev­
enth inning. the game 
headed to extras. The 
Patriots manat!cd to load 
the bases in the top of the 
ninth but MHS reliever 
Judd Messerly kept the 
Park offense at bav and 
opened the door for his 
offense to close the deal. 

CENTRAL 

.a.v.a ......... .,_v-... 1 ..... _ e" .......... ~• 

two strong innings to keep 
us in it:· Bradley said. 

Mazey led off the bot­
tom of the ninth with a sin­
gle that a sacrifice bunt by 
Mason Bowers followed. 
During the play. however. 
the Patriots left third base 
uncovered and Mazev was 
able to advance without a 
challenge. 

That made way for 
Silvers to send his team 
to the OV AC 5A title 
game when he sent the 
second pitch of the at-bat 
into right field. allowing 
Mazey-to score from third~ 

··we really have a dou­
ble lcadoff situation with 
Weston batting ninth and 
then Mason coming up for 
us:· Bradley said. '"Hav­
ing a player like him at the 
nine spot is an advantage. 
We just need him to gel 
on base and he will usual­
ly make the right play and 
it showed there to end the 
game:· 

The Mohigans will play 
for the OV AC 5A title on 
Thursday at Edison High 
School in Richmond. Oh. 

(Continued from Pa:!e 17) 

Bravdcn CoYcr and Brodegard pitched the 
Hunter Mueller each full SIX innings m a Win 
came through for two- for Central. racking up l I 
RBI hits as Central twice strikeouts in a sparkling 
loaded the bases in the showing. 
frame. ··He's a kid who throws 

'·A bad first innin!! and hard. he·s got a curveball 
it snowballed from there:· and he mixed in a chan­
Martins Ferry head coach geup today:· Cover said. 
Anthony Reasbcck said. ··When vou can throw 
··1 thought WC showed three pitches for strikes 
a little bit of fight. but it's hard for hitters to ad­
when you·rc do\vn 5-0 just or sit on one. When 
to a good team like this. you can do that. pitch­
you ·re fighting- not an ing"s pretty easy some­
uphill battle, you·re fight- times:· 
ing up a mountain. That's Koy Lipin.,ki al"o had 
where we found our-;e]n~s an RBI for the Maroon 
and that"" hov. It went. It Knighb. and the home 
kmd of was what it wa" at team had a clean bill on 
that point:· defense with no errors. 

Mueller wa, the de..,ig- .. Our M.O. i" !!Oin!! to 
nated hitter Mondav. and be pitching and &fen~o.;e."· 
took the dutie-. to heart b\ CO\er said. ··1 have kind 
driving in fi\'c runs on ~- of an internal calcula­
pair of hih. one ,t double. tion where if vou add our 
out of the eight-hole. walks and errors and it's 

Bravden Cover and les~ than five. we ·re prob­
Luke ·Tiu each had two ablv going to be in !!Ood 
RBI. Tiu·" comin!! from a sh,ipe~ at 'the end of the 
two-run double. ~ !!ame. 

Cover was the seven ~ .. I thought that was the 
hitter and Tiu the nine hit- case toda\'. Steven threw 
ter Mondav a, Central !!0t ball really well. threw all 
nme of their l : RB I frc)m three pitches for strikes. 
the bottom third of their When vou do that. ifs 
lineup. easv to call a game:· 

··we balance it:· Cov- Ludolph drove in a run 
er said. "·Jt"s not like our for Ferry. while Baron 
ninth hitter is the ninth- Lucev had two hits and a 
best hitter on our team. stolen base. 
he·., a good RBI gu, Wheelin!! Central i.., 
That"s what WC have ,ct to play~ Lin\l)' in the 
him there for. Same with OV AC 3A Champion­
the ,even-eight gu\ '>. we ship. tentatively ~et for 
try to balance our ·1meup Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at 
where we hm e no easv the Edison Unified Sports 
out~. Thev came through Complex in Richmond. 
today. and really the/v·c ··Anytime you can get 
been coming through all a chance to win a cham­
season so it wa~ no <;Ur p1onship 1r, exciting for 
prise to me:· vou:· CO\·cr "aid. "The,e 

Ayden Ludolph took kids have worked hard at 
the lm,s on the mound for it ,o we· 11 ~ee who come~ 
Ferry. striking out four out of the Lin,ly-Barncs­
over five and one-third \·ille game and we ·11 be 
innings. while Ste,·en ready tor them:· 

REGIONAL----------
(Continued from Page 17) 

Lin ... 1y·~ next opponent 
is yet to be set in stone 
with the ,tandin!! ~till 
being cemented. though 
the Cadets are expecting 
to play Park once again 
after beating them 1 1-1 0 
on April If 

·'Honestly this is the 
best group of young men 
I've ever been around. 
hands-down:· Wilkin­
son said. ··They keep 

■ 

one another accountable. 
Thmgs weren ·t goin!! 
rightat the beginning of 
the !,!ame. the) stayed 
po--itive, they played for 
one another. It makes my 
job really easy. becau~e 
thev've got it. 

• :We've got leaders. 
they work ~ with each 
other ancl they're able to 
execute and thev got the 
game in-hand." • -

■ 

our star power torwara L.1on wunamson, never recov- or me nneup. 

Derrick White Scores 38, Celtics Take 3-1 Lead vs. Heat 
MIAMI (AP) - The good news 

for the Miami Heat is that the Boston 
Celtics might not be back in South 
Florida for a few months. 

And that's also the bad news for 
the l·kat. 

Boston now has full control of 
this Eastem Conference series. with 
Derrick White scoring a career-high 
38 points on Monday night and lead­
ing the top-seeded Celtics past the 
eighth-seeded Heat I 02-88 to take 
a 3-1 lead in their opening-round 
NBA playoff series. 

··1 made a couple shots early:· 
said White. who was 15 of 26 from 
the field and 8 of I 5 from 3-point 
range. "That always helps. Once 
you make a couple. the basket looks 
hu!!c."· 

The Celtics won at Miami for the 
sixth straight time and improved to 
14-3 in their last 17 games on the 
Heat"s home tloor. BuCit was a cost­
ly win. with Kristaps Porzingis go­
in2 down in the first half with what 
the team said was a right calf injury. 
He left the arena in a walking boot, 

often used as a precaution. 
Celtics coach Joe Mazzulla said 

he had not gotten a postgame update 
on Porzingis' condition. 

"l didn't see what happened,'' 
Mazzulla said. 

Jayson Tatum added 20 points and 
IO rebounds for the Celtics, who got 
I 7 points from Jaylen Brown and 11 
from Jrue Holiday. 

··we had to keep fighting," Tatum 
said. "and play desperate in a way." 

Barn Adebayo finished with 25 
points. l 7 rebounds and five assists 
for Miami, which had a sellout crowd 
- including Lionel Messi - but 
played again without injured starters 
Jimmy Butler (knee) and Teny Ro­
zier (neck). The Heat managed only 
84 points in Game 3 and struggled 
again on offense in Game 4. 

Tyler Herro scored I 9 points 
and Caleb Martin had I 8 for the 
eighth-seeded Heat. Miami lost 
rookie starter Jaime Jaquez Jr. in the 
second half with leg tightness; he 
will be evaluated Tuesday. 

"'Offensively, we struggled again:· 

Heat coach Erik Spoelstra said. ··we 
had some decent looks early on. 
weren't able to knock those down. 
and Derrick White was very good 
tonight - obviously .... He was just 
very efficient. very good.·· 

The Celtics can advance to the sec­
ond round on Wednesday when they 
host Game 5. The Boston-Miami 
winner will meet the Cleveland-Or­
lando winner in the East semifinals: 
that Cavaliers-Magic series won ·t 
end until at least FrTdav. 

··we·re going into the lion's den:· 
Adebayo said ... Everybody knows 
what's at stake. Ifs 3-1 _.. 

But the Celtics now have an inju­
ry concern. with Porzingis lifting his 
jersey over his face in exasperation 
after getting hurt late in the first half. 

''Worried.'" said Celtics center Al 
Horford. who started after halftime 
in Porzingis' place ... Just concerned. 
... Definitely concerning for me. 
He's in good spirits. but we do11·1 
know what it's going to be. rm just 
hoping that ifs nothing serious and 
he can get back to us quick." 

CADETS------------------------­
(Continued from Page 17) 

Paolina came on in re­
lief and promptly walked 
Max Miller to make it 
-l--2 ,,s C.1sey Carpenrer 
touched the plate. 

a sinking liner in left to 
end the inning. 

have bailed us a lot this 
year." 

a couple arm injuries and 
were looking for a pitch­
er. and we found one.! 
He·s been crcal for us .' 
He understa~nds pitchinf 
because he ha~ caught sc Paolina induced a 

fielder· s choice to end 
the rallv. 

Linsly recorded one-
1hird of its nine hits in 
the seventh inning, and 
combined with another 
Barnesville error. tacked 
on five insurance tallies. 
Skadra had a sacrifice 
fly that chased in a run, 
while Berhalter walked 
with the bases loaded 
and Upton singled to 
center to score a pair. 

Barnesville scored an 
unearned run in the bot­
tom of the seventh for 
the final. 

much:' ~ 

A pair of sparkling 
defensive play~ by the 
Shamrocks in the sixth 
kept them in the game. 
Second baseman Re­
ese Stephen fielded a 
grounder that glanced 
off of pitcher Jaxon Wi­
ley"~ glove and threw the 
runner out at first. Then. 
left fielder Taison Starr 
made a diving catch of 

··our pitchers have 
had our backs all year 
and l told the guys that 
we needed to help our 
pitchers out." the Lins­
ly coach added. ''They 

Wilson struck out five. 
walked three and gave 
up two hits. He threw 67 
pitches. but only 38 for 
strikes. and pitched into 
the fifth before giving 
way to Paolina. 

"Dillon got a little 
tired there - so we got 
him out after he gave ~up 
a couple of runs:· Cart­
wright noted. 

'·He has caught hb 
whole career. but we had 

Barnesville heo 
coach D.J. Butler. lik 
most coaches. accepte 
the blame for hi s team· 
lackluster effort. 

·The kids worked 
hard all season to get t 
No. I ,eed and I ~did1 
have us ready to pla 
Thar~ on me:· hP ~z.i 
·'You can ·t fault tb1;: 
kids. They played their 
butts off:· 

DONS---------~ 
(Continued from Page 17) 

··our pitchers did great:· Miller 
said. --focob and Logan die! very 
well. Defen~ivel), we did a good 
job behind them. Our offense put 
them in a good ,pot early in the 
game:· 

The victor.., did not commit an 
error. 

--Jt i~ mce to have a combined 
no-hitter:· Miller ... aid ... , wanted 
Jacob to go longer, but it b late m 
the sea"on and rm trying to pre­
serve arm.., with injuries. Hats off 
to him. He pitched great:· 

With the win. Madonna will 
play in the tournament final 
Thursdav out at Edison against 
the winner of the game between 
Cameron - the No~ 2 seed - and 
No. 3 seed Paden City. 

··we will be re~ted and ready to 
t!o:· Miller ..,aid. ··1 am confident 
in our bovs that thev can get the 
job done.-"· • ~ 

The Dragons have won the past 
two tournament titles. 

--cameron has a couple of real 
ly good arms that are going Divi­
..,ion 1:· Miller ~aid. --They have 
the older Angel kid and the older 
Hartley kid. They have bene play­
ing good baseball. l don't know a 
lot ~ibout Paden City. We are go­
ing to be read) to go. We are go­
ing to have a practice tomorrow." 

The bovs m white tallied four 
doubles i11 the game. 

··No matter where you pitch it. 
they are going to hit it:· Bealls­
ville ( I 0-10) head coach Ty En­
glish said. --Madonna is a tremen­
dou~ hittin!.! te,.11n:· 

The Blue Devils made four er­
rors in the loss. 

··we did better than we did the 
last couple of time~ we played 
them.'· English said. ··we did 
not score against them in those 
games;. Bei11g here is big for the 
program.·· 

Madonna shut out Beallsville. 
12-0 and 17-0. in the two previ-

■ 

ous meetings this season. 
The boys from Monroe Coun­

ty also used two pitchers in the 
semifinal. Garrett Perkins started 
and took the loss. Perkins struck 
out three without walking a batter 
in his three innings of work on the 
mound. Reed Smith came on and 
pitched the fourth. He did record 
a strikeout or walk a batter. 

Smith contributed the lone RBI 
for the boys in blue. 

Eight batters had at least one hit 
for the Blue Dons, while another 
tallied an RBI. 

Individually, Noah Kimber­
land collected two singles. a tri­
ple and two RBI, Grant Wilharm 
and David Connors each contrib­
uted a single, a double and two 
RBI and Leyland Nagy tallied 
three singles and an RBI. Also. 
Lazear recorded a double and an 
RBI. Mathew Geer and Fedak 
each finished with a single and an 
RBI and Cory Gontas recorded an 
RBI. 

The Blue Dons plated three 
runs in the bottom of the first be­
fore an out was recorded. Nagy 
singled, stole second and score 
on a double by Lazear to give the 
home team an early 1-0 advan­
tage. Lazear scored on a double 
by Wilharm to make the score 
2-0. and Wilharm scored on a sin­
gle by Geer to extend Madonna's 
advantage to 3-0. 

The next batter reached on an 
error to put two runners on base, 
however, Perkins retired the next 
to three batters to end the threat 
and the inning. 

Kimberland led off the second 
with a single, and he scored on 
a two-out single by Wilharm to 
extend Madonna's advantage to 
4-0. Wilharm stole second, but 
he ended up being stranded there. 

Madonna added three more 
runs in the third. 

Chase Littleton was hit by a 
il 19 

pitch to ,tart the inning. and he 
stole ,econd. David Connors fol­
lowed with a single. and he also 
stole "econd. The~n. Littleton and 
Connors scored on a single by 
Kimberland to make the~ score 
6-0. Nagy followed with another 
hit. and Kimberland scored on an 
errant pick off throw to make it 
7-0. 

The vi-;itors got on the score­
board in the foLJrth. Trvson En­
glish walked to start th·e innin.!!. 
and he stole second. Smith h)I 
lowed with a bunt and wa~ •hrown 
out at first. however. the catcher 
hustled all the way around and 
ended up scoring on the play to 
make it a 7-1 ballgame. 

The Blue Don~ ~answered back 
in the home half of the innin!.! 
as they scored five more runs to 
build an I 1-run ad vantage. Nag\ 
and Fedak each singied~home~a 
run. Connors recorded a two-run 
double and Gonta~ plated a run 
with a sacrifice flv. 

Fedak struck out the fir-;t batter 
in the fifth before hitting the ne>.t 
one to give Beallsville another 
base runner. however. a 4-6-3 
double play ended the game. 

.. Making the OV ACs will help 
build the program:· Coach En­
glish said. ..The last couple of 
years. we have won about threi: 
games a year, so winning IO 1s 

a big improvement. We have.' 
some younger guys and this was 
a great experience for them. You 
can only go up from playing good 
teams.·· 

The Blue Dons are the Clasl-
1 A regular season champions. 
and they are also city champions. 
Madonna defeated Weir this sea­
son at home . 

Madonna is scheduled to pla" 
East Liverpool at 5 p.m. Wedne:.·­
day at home. 

Beallsville is slated to play Bel­
pre at 5 p.m. Thursda~1 at hor•e. 
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Linsly upsets Barnesville boys 
By KIM NORTH 
Staff Writer 

win and defend their title. thev 
would tie Steubenville for the 

----------- most OV AC baseball crowns. 
BARNESVILLE - As the 

days were winding down the 
cut-off mark for the OV AC 
Class 3A baseball tournament. 
all veteran Linsly head coach 
Jay Cartwright wanted to do 
was get into the 4 four-team 
playoffs. 

Although not set in stone. 
according to OV AC Baseball 
Commissioner Bill Beattie. the 
Wheeling Central-Linsly game 
is tentatively set for Thursday at 

7:30 p.m. at the Edison Unified 
Sports Complex in Richmond. 

unearned runs. including three 
in the top of the fifth on no 
hits. With the Cadets clinging 
to a 1-0 lead. Nathan Berhal­
ter singled to start the inning. 
He was bunted to second by 
Chrh Upton and. after Car­
son Gessler walked. Berhalter ~ .. :;,:_7ii;.,,"",..,, 

raced home when a grounder to tc.,ilil,i,:.,. 

SECTION 

B 
Tuesday, 

April 30, 2024 

His fourth-seeded Cadets 
( I 3-7) accomplished that, fin­
ic;;hing fourth and pairing up 
with No. I Barnesville in semi­
final action on Monday. Now. 
they will play for the 24th 
championship against city rival 
Wheeling Central after stun­
ning top-seeded Barnesvillle, 
9-3. on the sun-drenched Me­
morial Park diamond in western 
Belmont County. Should they 

"Our goal was always to just 
get a shot. We just wanted to 
get in the tournament and get 
a chance," Cartwright said. "I 
think our guys appreciated that 
tonight. They threw a good ann 
at us. They are a good team and 
to come out here and beat them 
on their own field. They make 
you earn it and our kids did that 
tonight:· 

Linsly took advantage of 
four Barnesville errors for five 

the right side by Rocco Paolina 
was thrown wildly to first with 
Gessler advancing to third and 
Paolina taking ~econd. With 
two out. Murray reached on an 
error to load the bases. Andrew 
Skadra's screamer to third was 
bobbled then thrown off the 
mark to first as Gessler and 
Paolina both scored for a 4-0 
reading. 

See BARNESVILLE, 
Page 82 

Photo by KIM NORTH 

LINSL V SECOND baseman Nathan Berhalter looks to com­
plete a double play during the seventh inning of Monday's 
OVAC Class 3A baseball tournament semifinal against Barnes­
ville after forcing out the Shamrocks' Taison Starr (1 ). 

Ferry boys 
downed by 
Wheeling 
Central 
By NICK HENTHORN 
Sports Editor 

WHEELING - A first-inning surge 
set the tone for the Wheeling Central 
Maroon Knights· OVAC 3A Semifinals 
victory over the Martins Ferry Purple 
Riders. the No. 2-seeded Knights blaz­
ing past the No. 3-seeded Riders I 1-1 
on Monday. 

Central scored five runs in the first 
mning to grab hold of a lead they would 
only build upon. 

.. We knew they had a tough pitcher. a 
kid who I coached in travel ball grow­
ing up:· Wheeling Central head coach 
Todd Cover -;aid. "We knew we had to 
face a pretty good pitcher and so it was 
huge for uc;; to come out and jump on 
them early. get a couple runs early and 
be able to relax our guys a little bit. I 
thought we had quality at-bats all day 
long against them, and that's what's 
going to win games." 

Central sent IO to the plate in the bot­
tom of the first. Seth Cover was the first 
to drive in a runner by slapping a ground 
ball to an awkward spot between first 
and second with the bases loaded. and 
beating out the throw to first. 

Brayden Cover and Hunter Mueller 
each came through for two-RBI hits as 
Central twice loaded the bases in the 
frame. 

.. A bad first inning and it snowballed 
from there:· Martins Ferry head coach 
Anthony Reasbeck said. ''I thought we 
showed a little bit of fight. but when 
you·re down 5-0 to a good team like 
thi~. you·re fighting- not an uphill 
battle. you·re fighting up a mountain. 
That·s where we found ourselves and 
that's how it went. It kind of was what 
11 was at that point ... 

Mueller was the designated hitter 
Monday. and took the duties to heart 
by driving in five runs on a pair of hits. 
one a double. out of the eight-hole. 

Brayden Cover and Luke Tiu each 
had two RBI. Tm's coming from a two­
run double. 

Cover was the seven hitter and Tiu 
the nine hitter Monday as Central got 
nine of their 11 RBI from the bottom 

Photo by NICK HENTHORN 

MARTINS FERRY'S Ayden Ludolph throws a pitch against Wheeling Central on 

Monday, April 29 in an OVAC Semifinals match inside the 

third of their lineup. 
"We balance it:' Cover said. --1rs not 

like our ninth hitter is the ninth-best 
hitter on our team. he ·s a good RBI 
guy. That's what we have him there 
for. Same with the seven-eight guys. 
we try to balance our lineup where we 
have no easy outs. They came through 
today. and really they've been coming 
through all season so it was no surprise 
to me.·• 

Ayden Ludolph took the los~ on the 
mound for Ferry. striking out four over 
five and one-third inning~. while Ste­
ven Brodegard pitched the full )ix in­
nings in a win for Central. racking up 
11 strikeouts in a sparkling showing. 

·'He's a kid who throws hard. he's 
got a curveball and he mixed in a chan­
geup today:· Cover said. ..When you 
can throw three pitches for strikes it's 
hard for hitters to adjust or sit on one. 
When you can do that. pitching·c;; pretty 
easy sometimes." 

Koy Lipinski also had an RBI for the 
Maroon Knights. and the home team 

had a clean bill on defense with no er­
rors. 

"Our M.O. is going to be pitching 
and defense," Cover said ... I have kind 
of an internal calculation where if you 
add our walks and errors and it's less 
than five. we're probably going to be 
in good shape at the end of the game. I 
thought that was the case today, Steven 
threw ball really well, threw all three 
pitches for strikes. When you do that. 
it's easy to call a game." 

Ludolph drove in a run for Ferry. 
while Baron Lucey had two hit~ and a 
stolen base. 

Wheeling Central is set to play Linsly 
in the OV AC 3A Championship. tenta­
tively set for Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Edison Unified Sports Complex m 
Richmond. 

"Anytime you can get a chance to win 
a championship it's exciting for you:· 
Cover said. ·'These kids have worked 
hard at it so we· II see who comes out of 
the Linsly-Barnesville game and we'll 
be ready for them." 

Hamlin holds 
off Larson 
late to win 
NASCAR 
Cup race 

DOVER. Del. (AP) ..: Denny 
Hamlin called his shot ahead of 
Dover. guaranteeing a win on his 
podcast. then followed through 
on his bold boast that would have 
made the Bambino proud and held 
off Kyle Larson down the stretch to 
park his Toyota in victory lane. 

Hamlin wiggled past lapped traf­
fic and never let Larson ~queak by 
him over the final lap~ in a show­
down between two of N ASCAR • s 
elite drivers and won the Cup race 
by about a quarter of a second Sun­
day at Dover Motor Speedway . 

.. You better win 1f you're go­
ing to open your mouth. that's for 
sure ... Hamlin said. 

Hamlin has the victory lane cel­
ebration down pat this season. He 
celebrated last week at Tallade­
ga Superspeedway in his role as 
co-owner of 23XI Racing when 
Tyler Reddick took the checkered 
flag. 

Hamlin ·s contribution was a bit 
overshadowed by his fellow team 
owner - Michael Jordan. For the 
first time since he became a NA­
SCAR Cup team owner. Jordan 
wa~ at the track to ~avor m person a 
victory by one of hh drivers. 

Hamlin took his tum in the spot­
light this week with the Monster 
trophy as a driver for Joe Gibbs 
Racing at Dover . 

.. It is a little bit different when 
you win it yourself versus as a car 
owner," Hamlin said. 

Hamlin knew the win was com­
ing. Or at least. publicly he was 
willing to say he did. going ~o far 
as to call hb shot - he even refer­
enced Babe Ruth on the podcast -
that he would master the Monster 
Mile. 

·-rm going to call it now. We're 
going to win Dover:· Hamlin said 
last week on ''Action~ Detrimen­
tal.'' "Got it? 

Got it. 
"Hopefully some listeners of 

• Actions Detrimental' maybe 
cashed in today:· Hamlin said. 

See HAMLIN, Page B2 
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• Barnesville 
Continued from Page B 1 

Barnesville. wl11cl1 en1crcd r1ic 
game ranked No. 7 in the Ohio Base­
ball Coaches t\ssnci,1tinn Division Ill 
poll. cut the dcfiu t i1 11,il l m lhc hot­
tom of the innin!! as Duker Ca!-.tcll<) 
coaxed bascs-loa~leJ walk from win­
ning pitcher Dillon 'Wi lson w end the 
senior's night 011 the mound as Ayden 
VanHorn scored. Paolina came on in 
relief and promptly walked Max Mill­
er to make it 4-2 a-. Casey Carpenter 
touched the plate. Paolina induced a 
fielder's choice to end the rally. 

A pair of sparklmg clefens1ve plays 
by the Shamrock" in the !sixth kept 
them in the !!:1111c. Scrnnd bas;crnan 
Reese Stephen fie lded .1 grounder that 
glanced off of pitcher Jaxon Wiley's 
glove and thrc\\ the runner out at firs;t. 
Then. left fielder Tais;on Starr made a 
diving catch of a -.int · rn! liner in left to 
end the innin!!. 

Linslv rccc)rded ,nc-third or ih 
nine hits in the ..,c,~nlh inning. and 
combined with lllOthcr 13arnesville 
error. tacked on f • ... 1-.urance tallie~. 
Skadra had a ,, r 11 ·c ' I\ n,u chased 
in a run. while Bcrh, I l'r· walked with 
the ba~es loadc1.t <11 1 , pton singled to 

• Hamlin 
Continued from P~1m> 81 

Hamlin !cd I ,r ,1 • , • .1/HJ l;1ps ,l 'Kl 

won at DO\er rm he ,ccom lime in his 
career. 

Perhaps fillmcl). 'ht: l:3abc wore No. 
3 for the New Yor' 't ankee, - and 
there wa,; Ham Ir .md !he rc,t of hi, No. 
l I team tlashi1w tlm:L- r nger, in tribute 
to the team·s third win nfthc ~ca-;on. 

Hamlin's thlTL' \ 1·1n, tic h1111 with Wil 
liam Bvron fot m ,:-.! is s1easun m the 
series. l-lamlin .ibo 1iLked up his 54th 
career Cup win., I! ,\ 1th.Joe Gibbs Rac­
ing. He's tied w1tl L' l'ctty for l 2th on 

center to score a pair. 
"Our pitchers have had our bucks all 

year and I told the guys that we need­
ed to help our pitchers out." the Linslv 
cu:tch added. "They have bailed u.., ;1 
lot this vear. ·• 

Barnesville scored an unearned run 
in the bottom of the seventh for the 
final. 

Wilson struck out five. walked three 
and gave up two hits. He threw 6 7 
pitches. but onlv 38 for strikes. and 
pitched into the fifth bef"ore !!iVill!! 
wav to Paolina. ~ -

''Di lion got a little tired there so we 
got him out after he gave up a 1.:'ouplc 
of runs:· Cartwright noted. "He In, 
caught his whole ~career. but we had 
a couple arm injuries and were look 
ing for a pitcher. and we found one. 
He· s been great for us. He understands 
pitching because he has cau~ht ,o 
much." -

Barnesville head coach D.J. Butler. 
like most coaches. accepted the blame 
for his team ·s lackluster effort. 

"The kids worked so hard :.rll season 
to get the No. l seed and I didn't ha\·c 
us ready to play. That's on me ... he 
said. ··You can't fault the kids. ThC\ 
played their butts off... • 

the career Cup lisl. 
·1 couldn't hold L~e Pett)· , h;:lnw . 

Hamlin said. 
The tone for the s;eason was set from 

the opener when Hamlin also won the 
Clash at the Coliseum exhibition race. 

Larson finished second and nipped 
at Hamlin's bumper for most of the 
final 25 laps and seemed on the brink 
of passing the Toyota. Larson·s No. 5 
Chevrolet just couldn ·1 close the deal on 
the mHe concrete track. Hamlin took the 
lead off a restart with 81 laps left and 
never let it go. repeatedly choking off 
Larson's Chevy at the top of the track. 

• Nadal --------------
continued from Page B1 

Nadal didn • t I " , ,oo,c m the final 
set. but did look t11 ,•,. 1-k w,11.,n't as con­
sistent with hi:-. shoh btn picked up three 
breaks to seal the \ icton 10 the delight 
of the local crmH! in thL'..C'aja Magica. 

"I took more ri1.,k-, in the third set. but 
it"s hard after ..,n 1>1.111v months with­
out competing." \ d • ,aid ··1 hadn ·r 
played a match Ilk · ·11 1, n ·, Jon8'. time. 
Let's sec hO\\ I ~•1.x" , 1h 11 rn ·, . ! don ·1 
know how rm ~,Fn · , ,'(_ .1p. But 
I'm alrcrid) h:1pr,· i· h. \ ill'' , • \'J three 
matches in a rm, . 

Cachin asked for Nadal's shin after 
congratulating him at the net. and re­
ceived the gift moments larer. 

Top-seeded Jannik Sinner was not 
at his best but had enough to defeat 
Pavel Kotov 6-2. 7-5. Sinner. who has 
been dealing with a hip issue, will face 
16th-seeded Karen Khachanov. 

"I have been struggling a little bit 
with my right hip."' Sinnc/said. "Wc·rc 
trying to find a solution and I don ·r thmk 
it's anvthing serious. Sometimes I feel 
it more like~today and some days arc a 
little bit better." 
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Lo c AL CARD 11 MLB STANDINGS 
(all games at 5 p.m. unless 

noted) 
Tuesday, April 30 

BASEBALL 
OVAC Semifinals 

Class 4A: 
#4 Eilst Liverpool @ #1 St. 
C!airsville 
#3 Cambridge @ #2 Indian 
C1eek 

Class 2A: 
#4 River@ #2 Toronto 
#3 Shadyside @ #2 Caldwell 

Regular Season 
Kiski at Linsly 
Bellaire at River 
Buckeye Local at Steubenville 
Monr0e Central at Martins 
Feny 

SOFTBALL 
Sectionals 

Wheeling Park@ Morgan­
town 
Brooke@ John Marshall 

Regular Season 
Bellaire at River 
Martin Fl ry a! Monroe Cen­
tr.il 

ns '• at Buckeye local, 5:30 
p.m. 

TRACK 
OVAC Class 3A Qualifying at 
St. Clairsville, 2:30 p.rn. field; 
3 30 p.m. track 

SPORTS ON TV 
Tuesday. April 30 

COLLEGE BASEBALL 
7 p.m. 

', r>J -- :.: harlo11e .:it r1.orth 
l.,,rnlina 

ESPN2 -- West Virginia at 
P t!sburgh 

SECN - Lindenwood at 
M issouri 

9p.m. 
PAC-1;1\1 - Oregon St. at 

Oregon 
GOLF 
5p.m. 

GOI r - PGA Profession­
al Charrp1onship: Second 
Rounrl, " ields Ranch at PGA 
Frisco, - risco, Texas 

UHF HOCKEY (MEN'S) 
8a.m. 

NJ-l~N IIHF U-18 World 
Charnp1onsh1p Group Stage: 
SwiI1er and vs Sweden, 
Group 8, Vantaa, Fin land 

11 a.m. 
fl.HLN - UHF U-18 World 

Championship Group Stage: 
Finlatd vs. U.S., Group A. Es­
poo. Fin and 

MLB BASEBALL 
7 p.m. 

MLBN - Regional Cover­
age: Chicago Cubs at NY Mets 
OR San Francisco at Boston 

10 p.m. 
Ml BN - Regional Cover­

age: Atlan!a at Seattle (9:40 
p.m. l OR ... A Dodgers at Arizo 
na 19:40 p.m.) 

NBA BASKETBALL 
7p.m. 

T'JT - Fastern Conference 
First Round Playoff: Philadel­
phia at New York, Game 5 

~r 1TV - Eastern Confer­
ence First Round Playoff: Phil­
adelphia at New York, Game 
5 IBetCast) 

8p.m. 
NBA· V - Ec.~slern Confer­

•rnce ic irst Round Playoff: Or­
lando at Cleveland, Game 5 

9:30 p.m. 
TNT - Eastern Confer· 

P.nce First Round Playoff: In­
diana at Milwaukee. Game 5 

TRUTV Eastern Confer-
rnce r irs~ 9ound Playoff: ln­
d1an,. ait Milwaukee. Game 5 
(BetCast) 

NHL HOCKEY 
7p.m. 

ESPN - Eastern Confer­
'"Jr • First Round P[ayoff: To­
rnnt· ci Bosron. Game 5 

7·31) p.m. 
TBS - Eastern Confer­

enrn ,:·r,t Round Playoff: NY 
Islanders at Carolina, Game 5 

9:30 p.m. 
ESPN - Western Confer­

ence First Round Playoff: Col­
orado at Winnipeg. Game 5 

10 p.m. 
TBS - Western Confer­

cnr.e First Round Playoff: 
Nashville at Vancouver. 
liamc 5 

SOCCER (MEN'S) 
1:45 p.m. 

FS2 - King Cup: Al-Hila! 
at Al lttihad. Semifinal 

3p.m. 
CBS - UEFA Champions 

Lea~111c; Real Madrid at Bay· 
cm Munich, Semifinal - Leg 1 

9p.m. 
FS 1 - CONCACAF Cham­

pions Cup: Club America a! 
Pachuca. SP.mifinal • Leg 2 

NHL PLAYOFFS 
FIRST ROUND 

!Best-of-7; x-if neces­
sary) 

Monday, April 29 
Florida 6, Tampa Bay 1 
Dallas at VP.gas, late 

Tuesday, Apdl 30 
Toronto .it Boston. 7 

.___ ___________________ ___J 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
East Division 

w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 
Baltimore 18 10 .643 - 6-4 W-1 10-6 8-4 
New York 19 11 .633 - +2 5-5 L-1 8-5 11-6 
Boston 16 13 .552 2½ ½ 6-4 W-2 5-8 11-5 
Toronto 15 15 .500 4 2 4-6 W-2 8-5 7-10 
Tampa Bay 14 16 .467 5 3 3-7 W-1 8-9 6-7 

Central Division 
w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 

Cleveland 19 9 .679 7-3 L-1 8-4 11-5 
Detroit 16 12 .571 3 6-4 W2 68 10 4 
Kansas City 17 13 .567 3 4-6 L-3 12-5 5-8 
M·nnesota 15 13 .536 4 9-1 W-8 6-6 97 
Chicago 6 23 .20713½ 10½ 3-7 L-1 5-10 1-13 

West Division 
w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 

Seattle 15 13 .536 - 7-3 L-1 9-7 6-ti 
Texas 15 14 .517 ½ 1½ 5-5 W-1 8-8 7-6 
Oakland 12 17 .414 3½ 4½ 4-6 W-1 4-9 8-8 
Los Angeles 1 o 18 .357 5 6 1-9 L-4 3-9 7-9 
Houston 9 19 .321 6 7 3-7 W-2 4.9 5-10 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
East Division 

w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 
Atlanta 19 7 .731 - 8-2 W-1 11-4 8-3 
Philadelphia19 10 .655 1½ +3½ 8-2 W-4 10-6 9-4 
New York 14 14 .500 6 1 4-6 L-1 7.9 7-5 
Washington 14 14 .500 6 1 6·4 W 4 4-8 10-6 
Miami 6 24 .200 15 10 2-8 L-7 2-15 4-9 

Central Division 
w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 

Chicago 18 11 .621 - 6-4 W-1 10-3 8-8 
Milwaukee 17 11 .607 ½ +2 5-5 L-3 5-7 12-4 
Cincinnati 15 13 .536 2½ 6-4 L-1 9-7 6-6 
Pittsburgh 14 15 .483 4 1½ 3-7 L-1 5-7 9-8 
St. Louis 13 15 .464 4½ 2 4-6 L l 5-7 8-8 

West Division 
w L Pct GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 

Los Angeles18 12 .600 -
San Fran. 14 15 .483 3½ 
San Diego 14 17 .452 4½ 
Arizona 13 16 .448 4½ 
Colorado 7 21 .250 10 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
Monday's Games 

Baltimore 2. N.Y. Yankees O 
Toronto 6, Kansas City 5 
Tampa Bay 1, Milwaukee 0 
Minnesota 3, Chicago White 
Sox 2 
Philadelphia at L.A. Angels, 
late 
Atlanta at Seattle, late 
Pittsburgh at Oakland, late 
St. Louis at Detroit. ppd. 

Tuesday's Games 
St. Louis (Gibson 2-2) at De­
troit (Flaherty 0-1). 3:40 p.m .. 
1st game 
N.Y. Yankees (Cortes 1-2) at 
Baltimore (Kremer 1-2). 6:35 
p.m. 
St. Louis (TBD) at Detroit 
(TBD), 6:40 p.rn .. 2nd game 
Kansas City (Ragans 1-2) at 
Toronto (Berr os 4-1), 7:07 
p.m. 
San Francisco (Webb 3-1) at 
Boston (Criswel l l 1), 7:10 
p.m. 
Minnesota (Woods Richard­
son 1-0) at Chicago White Sox 
(Soroka 0-3). 7:40 p.m. 
Tampa Bay (Alexander 1-0) at 
Milwaukee (Peralta 2-0), 7:40 
p.m. 
Washington (Gore 2-2) at 
Texas (Gray 0-1). 8:05 p.m. 
Cleveland (Carrasco 1-2) at 
Houston (Brown 0-4), 8:10 
p.m. 
Philadelphia (Turnbull 2-0) at 
L.A. Angels (Anderson 2-3). 
9:38 p.m. 
Atlanta (Lopez 2-0) at Seattle 
(Castillo 2-4), 9:40 p.rn. 
Pittsburgh (Keller 2-2) at Oak­
land (Wood 1-2), 9:40 p.rn. 

6-4 L-1 9-8 9-4 
1½ 6-4 W-1 9-7 5-8 
2½ 3-7 L-4 6-11 8-6 
2½ 4-6 w.1 7-6 6· 10 

8 3.7 L-2 5-10 2-11 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Monday's Games 

Washington 7, Miami 2 
Chicago Cubs 3, N.Y. Mets 1 
Tampa Bay 1, Milwaukee 0 
Philadelphia at L.A. Angels, 
9:38 p.rn. 
Atlanta at Seattle, 9:40 p.rn. 
Cincinnati at San Diego, 9:40 
p.m. 
L.A. Dodgers at Arizona, 9:40 
p.m . 
Pittsburgh at Oakland, 9:40 
p.m. 
St. Louis at Detroit, ppd. 
Tuesday's Garnes 
St. Louis (Gibson 2-2) at De­
troit (Flaherty O 1), 3:40 p.rn., 
1st game 
Colorado (Feltner 1-2) at 
Miami (TBD). 6:40 p.m. 
St. Louis (T8D) at Detroit 
ITBD). 6·40 p.m .. 2nd game 
Chicago Cubs (Assad 2-0) at 
N.Y. Mets (Manaea 1-1), 7:10 
p.m. 
San Francisco (Webb 3-1) at 
Boston /Sriswel l 1-1), 7:10 
p .m. 
Tampa Bay !Alexander 1 0) at 
Mi lwauk•;~ •Peralta 2-0), 7:40 
p.rn. 
Washington (Gore 2-2) at 
Texas (Gray 0-l t. 8:05 p.m. 
Philadelphia (Turnbull 2-0) at 
L.A. Angels (Anderson 2-3). 
9:38 p.rn. 
Atlanta (Lopez 2-0) at Seattle 
(Castillo 2-4). 9:40 p.rn. 
Cincinnati (Martinez 0-1) at 
San Diego (TBD). 9:40 p.m. 
L.A. Dodgers (Knack 1-1) at 
Arizoni'I (Monlgomery 1-1 ). 
9:40 p. 'T1 

Pittsburgh I Keller 2 2) at Oak 
land (Wood 1 2). 9:40 p.m. 

PREP LINESCORES 
BASEBALL 

OVAC Class 3A Semifinals 
Linsly 9, Barnesville 3 

L·nsly 010 030 5 9 9 1 
Barnes 000 020 1 - 3 3 4 
L-Wilson wp (5K, 388), Paolina 
(5), (1K, 28B) and Zido; Murray 
2S; Wilson S, T; Skadra rbi; Ber• 
halter 2S, 2rbi; Upton S, 2rbi 
B-Wiley Ip (2K. 28B), Carn. Car­
penter (7), (OK, 28B), Martin m, 
(OK. OBB) and Powell; Starr 2S; 
Castello rb1 

Wheeling Central 11, 
Martins Ferry 1 

Mtn. Ferry 000 001 - 1 3 3 
Whg. Cent. 502 004 11 10 0 
MF-A Ludolph Ip (4K, 48B). 
K. Ludolph (6) (OK. 18B) and 
Smilh; A. Ludolph rbi. 
WC-Brodegard wp (11K, 1BB) 
and Lipinski; Tui D, 2rbi; Muel­
ler D. 5rbi; S. Cover S, rbi: Lip• 
inski rb i; B. Cover 2rbi. 

OVAC Class 5A Semifinals 
Morgantown 4, Wheeling Park. 

3, 9 inn. 
W. Park 000 201 000 - 3 6 2 
Morgan 003 000 001 - 4 6 4 
WP- Kupsky 1K, 48B), Gump 
(4). 12K. OBBJ. Bittinger Ip (7). 
12K. 38B) and Yanchak; Kupsky 
D: Robb SF, rbi; Yanchald S. rbi 
M-Travinski (7K. 1 BB). Messer­
ly wp (Bl, ( 1 K, 1 BB) and Nuner; 
Bowers D, rbi; Travinski SF, rbi; 
Fields rbi; Boggs D. rbi; Nuner 
T; Mazey S, D 

Dover 4, Steubenville 1 
Dover 031 0-0 0 -· 4 7 1 
Steub 000 000 1 •· 1 7 4 
D- Bruno wp (6K. OBB) and Ed­
wards. Leggett D; Mast S, rbi; 
Edwards rbi; Judkins S. rbi; 
Conner S, rb i. " '"' ---!-- ,_ 11v .... nn\ ,._L-

3S. 3rbi; B. Milter S, D. rbi; G. 
Jackson S. D, 2rb, 

Union Local 6, 
Monroe Central 1 

U. Local 005100 0- 6 6 3 
M. Central 000 000 1 - 1 4 O 
UL-Schumacher wp (4K, OBB) 
and Wh,te: Schumacher 2S· 
Hess S HR. 3rb1; Toohey HR. 
3rbi 
MC-Fogle Ip (2K, 386). Muntz 
(3). (SK, 3B8), Henthorn (6), (3K, 
2B8) and Lydick; M. Demchak 
2S; M. Landefeld rbi 

River 7. Frontier 0 
Frontier 000 000 0 - 0 2 3 
River 510010x-771 
F-Rinard Ip (7K. 3BBI and King. 
R-Blue wp (6K, OBB) and Den­
nis; Dennis D, Nething D. 3rbi; 
Simon 3S, Hunt S, Makris S, rbi. 

SOFTBALL 
Martins Ferry 19, 

Union Local 4 
M. Ferry 140 01 :i (11)- 19 23 2 
U. Local 02 1 000 1 - 4 4 2 
MF-M. Lucas wp (BK, 08B) and 
Chirpas; M. Lucas S, T. rbi ; Chir­
pas 2S, D, 2T. HR, 9rbi; Lude 
2S. rbi; Snedeker 3S. D. 3rbi; 
Hughes 2S. 2rbi; Koller D. rbi; 
Zinn S. D. rb i; G. Lucas S. rbi; K. 
Brandon 2S 
UL- Stidd Jp (6K, 4B8t and 
Poziviak; Kellaway D; Martin D. 
rbi; Stidd rbi 

Beaver Local 6. Bellaire 5 
Beaver 01 1 0022 - 6 8 1 
Bellaire 030 101 O - 5 6 5 
BL-Call wp 112K. 188) and Dun­
can; Reeder 2S. rbi; Call S. 3rbi; 
Eels D; Druschel D 
B-Pacifico (2K. 2BB), Jackson 
Ip (6), (3K. 188) and Jackson, 
Pacifico (6) ; Vi ngia S. D. rbi; 
"- · · ·- -- ,-,n ,,_1... :. ""- - --.J-- r" 


