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SPORTS B 
OVAC CLASS 3A BASEBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

T•L Photo/SETH STASKEY 
MARTINS FER.RY pitcher (:olby Shriver is swarmed by teammates after the Purple Riders de
feated Barnesville, 2-1, to wrn the OVAC Class 3A baseball title Saturday at Edison High School. 

Martins Ferry edges past 
Barnesville, 2-1, in classic 
• Purple Riders capture second title in program history, other in 2002 
By SETH STASKE'( ditional dogpile and gave Reasbeck the Gatorade 
Times Leader Sports Editor bath, it wasn't all smooth sailing. 

RICHMOND - The emotional pendulum was 
swmging back and forth at a feverish pace during 
Saturday's OVAC Class 3A championship game at 
Edison High School. 

That's become commonplace for Martins Ferry, 
however, in the conference title game. 

The Purple Riders, who have become seemingly 
regular entrants in the conference tournament, have 
been on the wrong end of their pnor two appear
ances. 

Coach Anthony Reasbeck·s squad finally broke 
through. though. fending off Barnesville for a hard
earned 2-1 victory, giving the Purple Riders their 
fir<,t conference title since 2002 and just the second 
in school history. 

"I tend to panic at times during these games. but 
the kids don't.'' a relieved Rcasbeck said. "I have 
great guys who battle. I love this group of kids." 

While the Purple Riders celebrated with the tra-

Leading the entire game, Martins Ferry could 
only stand and watch as Barnesville senior Gavin 
Carpenter trotted around the bases for what was be
lieved to be a game-tying, two-run home run. 

However, seeing the reaction of his left fielder 
and center fielder to the call of a home run, Reas
beck came out to talk to the umpire crew, which 
promptly got together. 

After a brief discussion, the umpires determined 
Carpenter's ball had hit in the field of play and 
bounced over the fence, thus resulting in a ground
rule double. That put Carpenter at second and made 
the score 2-1. 

"The main thing going through my mind was to 
not get thrown out (of the game)," Reasbeck said 
matter of factly. "It bounced well short of the fence, 
but that was a weird play and I am glad the umpires 
got together and got the call right." 

See, CLASSICt Page 82 

Rain postpones NASCAR Cup race 
at Dover's 'Monster Mile' to today 

DOVER. Del. (AP) -
Martin Truex Jr. has the 
blueprint for how to win 
at Dover Motor Speed
way on Mondays. 

it will run on a Monday. pictures with members of 
the Boys & Girls Club of 
Greater Dover. 

Monday, 

May 2, 2022 

Browns check boxes, 
add talent in draft but 
Mayfield still lingers 

BEREA, Ohio (AP) - Their worries about finding 
a franchise quarterback seemingly over, the Cleve
land Browns were able to focus on filling other press
ing needs in this year's NFL draft. 

They checked all the boxes - minus one. 
Browns general manager Andrew Berry, who made 

his big move last month by acquiring Deshaun Wat
son in a league-shaking trade, added four offensive 
players, four on defense and the best available kicker 
over the past three days. 

Berry finished his third draft for Cleveland with a 
flurry on Saturday by making two deals and drafting 
six players - three from Oklahoma. 

"I don't think it necessarily even hit my brain at that 
time," Berry said of the oddity in taking three Soon
ers, two with consecutive selections. "Just happens to 
be an interesting coincidence." 

Interesting. 
That's one way to put it. 
After all, Cleveland's most famous Oklahoma 

product, Baker Mayfield, ended the weekend still on 
the Browns' roster and in limbo - a lost QB. 

Mayfield's been on the trade block since Watson's 
shocking arrival, but the Browns have not been able to 
strike a deal and move the No. I overall pick in 2018. 
There seemed to be momentum for a possible swap 
with Carolina on Friday, but those talks bogged down 
- reportedly over how much of Mayfield's $18.8 
contract the Browns would pay - and the Panthers 
moved up and selected Mississippi quarterback Matt 
Corral. 

Steelers retool their 
offense through picks 

PITTSBURGH (AP) - A potential franchise 
The on-the-fly retooling of quarterback in Ken
the Pittsburgh Steelers of- ny Pickett? Check. A 
fense is nearly complete. field-stretching wide re-

Outgoing general man- ceiver in George Pickens? 
ager Kevin Colbert ended Check. 
his 20-plus-year tenure A versatile and speedy 
with the organization by slot guy in Calvin Austin 
investing heavily in of- III? Check. 
fensive skill players in his Throw them into the 
final draft, with the hope mix with the top of the 
that his still-unnamed 2021 draft class that fea
successor is well-posi- tured running back Najee 
tioned for the future. Harris and tight end Pat 

"(Colbert's) impact on Freiermuth and it's clear 
us will continue to be felt. the Steelers have loaded 
played out in the lives up on young and relalive
of the men we selected.'" ly inexpensive talent (at 
coach Mike Tomlin said. least in the short-term). 

oto 

Step I . rain on Sundays. 
Truex can win for the 

third time at the Monster 
Mile on the unconven
tional race day after rain 
stopped the action only 
7 8 laps into the 400-mile 
race Sunday. Truex raced 
to his first NASCAR Cup 
wm June 4. 2007, at Do
ver and I 2 years later 
used another rainout to 
take the checkered tlag on 

With a green flag start 
just after 3 p.m., and no 
lights at the concrete mile 
track. NASCAR faced a 
tight window.to reach the 
halfway mark needed for 
an official race. So they'll 
fire the engines again at 
noon Monday with Hen
drick Motorsports team
mates Kyle Larson and 
Chase Elliott starting 
1-2. Ryan Blaney is third, 
Truex is fourth and Wil
liam Byron fifth. 

Larson used his um
brella as a de facto cane as 
he walked back from pit 
road into the garage area. 
He stopped and posed for 

Truex is winless this 
season with two top-five 
finishes over the first 10 
Cup races. He won four 
races last season and 
would certainly like to 
break through into the 
win column, especially in 
the midst of contract ne
gotiations with Joe Gibbs 
Racing. The 41-year-old 
Truex made his 596th 
career start at Dover and 
is set to join Kyle Busch, 
Kevin Harvick, Kurt Bus
ch as active drivers with 
600 starts. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES left fielder Ben Gamel makes a diving catch 
on a fly ball hit by San Diego Padres' Eric Hosmer during the sixth in
ning of a game in Pittsburgh, Sunday. 

May 6, 2019. 
It's the fourth time out 

of 104 career Dover races See, NASCAR, Page 82 

Guardians complete first Oakland 
sweep since April 10-12, 2000 

~ - · ,.. _____ _ .., _ .J __ , : _. ___ y_,, _ r ___ ; __ ••• .:: .. t.. ... 

Musgrove, Padres top Pirates 
PITTSBURGH (AP) - Joe Mus- of the season and had five hits over the 

~roye struck out eight ~ver seven solid final two games in Pittsburgh. Austin 
mnmgs and the San Diego Padres beat Nola had two hits and scored three 
the Pittsburgh Pirates 5-2 Sunday. times and Abrams doubled and sin-

_The game was Musgrove's_ second gled as the eight, nine and one spots 
with the Padres at PNC Park smce be- powered the San Diego offense. 
ing traded from Pittsburgh to San Di- "Ifs imp~rtant for us to get some 
ego after the 2020 season. He pitched contributions all over the board and 

• - • -· • 1 



lor Cope won the discus 
with a mark of 142-1 0. 

Shadvsidc was fueled 
by senior speedster Ma
son VanNcst. ,vho won 
the I 00 meter dash in 
II.II. 

Kooper Chimley 
grabbed the 400 meter 
dash title with a 53.97. 

In the field. Jayden 
Carmichael won the lon1! 
jump with a mark of I 9': 
7. 

The Tiger" 4x.8 pre 
vailed in 9: 17.07. 

Barnesville won th~ 

with a mark of 39-9 i/2 
and the discus with a twirl 
of I 16-feet. 

Shamrocks also won 
the 800 thanks to Marah 
Bethel's 2:25.54. 

Shadyside's first victo
ry of the day came from 
senior Paige Gorby. who 
captured the long jump 
with a mark. of 15-9.0. 

The Tigers picked up 
a win in the high hurdles 
thanks to the work of Ki 
erstyn Elerick, who won 
by nearly a full second 
with a time of 17.55. 

and two singles and a Toronto 6, 
like number of RBI from Wheeling Central 3 
Alexis Morgan. RICHMOND To-

Shadyside 18, ronto pocketed the 
Frontier 2 school's I 0th Ohio Val-

BEA YERTON - ley Athletic Conference 
Shadyside struck early championship with a 6-3 
and often en route to rout- victory against Wheeling 
ing homesteading Fron- Central. 
tier on Saturday. The pressure that Per-

Taylor Fulton got the kins is speaking came 
win in the circle with from the Red Knight of
five strikeouts and nary a fense against Maroon 
walk. She also had three Knight ace Ben Foster, 
singles and two RBI. who pitched relatively 

Junior Gentry Brown well. 
was a triple short of the 

..,, IUI. 

SOFTBALL 
Union Local ,. BeUalre 3 

Bellaire 120 000 0-3 7 2 
Union Local 000 000 4 - 4 5 5 
B - Jackson Ip (2K, 4BB) and 
Schmidt. Ault T, S; Morgan 25, 
2rbi. 
UL - Gregor wp (3K, 4BBl and Mc• 
Gary. Kellaway S, T, 3rbi; Yager 
rbi. 

Shadyside 18, Frontier 2 
Shadyside 560 34 - 18 19 0 
Frontier 010 10- 2 9 4 
S - T. Fulton wp (SK, 0BBI and Sax
ton. Smith T, S; Brown D, HR, S, 
2rbi; Violet D, 2S; Hendershot D, 
S, 3rbi; Gorrell D, S, 2rbi; T. Fulton 
3S, 2rbi. 
F - Berentz Ip i3K, 1 BB) and 
Schmidt. Rinard 3S, rbi; Ramsey 
S, rbi. 

•Guardians-------------------

Harrison Central 7, Edison 2 
Edison 000 110 0 - 2 8 5 
Harrison Central 001 051 x - 7 5 1 
E-Meadows Ip (4K, SBB), Brown· 
ing (5), (OK, 0BB). Evans (5), 12K, 
1 BBi and Funkhauser; Scott 25; 
Stewart S, D, rbi; Fluharty T 
HC-Kovarik wp (2K. lBB) and 
Clelland; Touville S, 2rbi; Clelland 
2S, rbi; Kovarik rbi; Tonkovich rbi; 
Yeager S, 2rbi 

continued from Page B1 
inning and the ClcwlarnJ Guardians 

took advantage of a key c1Tor to beat 
the Oakland Athletics on Saturday. 

Steven Kwan had l wo hits in his 
return to the lineup as the Guardians 

won their second straight following 
a seven-game losing streak. The 
rookie outfielder, batting .354 in his 
first big league season, had missed 
five games with a sore hamstring. 

A day after the two clubs com
bined for I 7 runs and 21 hits, start
ers Shane Bieber of the Guardians 
and Cole Irvin of the A's kept it 
close into the late innings. 

Sports on TV 
Monday, May 2 
MLB BASEBALl 

• Pirates 
Continued from Page B1 

"Going through that 
experience here. I got a 
good idea how to handle 
that kind of ,tuff:· Mus
grove said. "I spent the 
whole delav out in the 
bullpen. There arc a lot 
more distral:lions in llhi: 
clubhouse.)" 

TRAINER'S ROOM 
Pirates: LHP Antho

ny Banda (illness) threw 
a simulated game and 
should be able to return 
from the I 0-day IL when 
eligible May 3. general 
manager Ben Cherington 

said. 
UP NEXT 

Padres: RHP Mike 
Clevinger will make his 
first start since Sept. 23. 
2020. in Cleveland on Tue!-
day. Clevinger m1sw I ;tll t~f 
2021 after Tomm) John 
surgery. 

Pirates: RHP Bryse Wil
son (0-0. 4. 70) will begin a 
two-game series in Detroit 
on Tuesday. 

(Late Saturday) 
Pirates 7, Padres 6 

PITTSBURGH (AP) 
- Ke'Bryan Hayes sin
gled in the tying run and 

scored the winning run on 
an error as the Pittsburgh 
Pirates scored twice in the 
bottom of the l 0th inning 
to beat the San Diego Pa
dres on Saturday night. 

Hayes hit a leadoff sin
gle into center field off 
Luis Garcia (0-1) that 
scored automatic run
ner Jake Marisnick with 
the tying run. First base
man Eric Hosmer then 
misplayed Bryan Reyn
olds' hard ground ball. 
The ball rolled down the 
right-field line and Hayes 

scored from first base. 
"That was great in

stinctual baserunning on 
Ke' Bryan· s part," Pirates 
manager Derck Shelton 
said . "'That's the kind of 
play you send to the play
er development people." 

Hayes was original
ly called out by home 
plate umpire Mark Weg
ner. However. video re
play showed Hayes beat 
second baseman Jake 
Cronenworth's relay 
throw and the call was 
overturned. 

7p.m. 
MLBN - Regional Coverage: At· 
tanta at NY Mets OR Seattle at 
Houston (8 p.m.) 

11 p.m. 
MLBN - Tampa Bay at Oakland 
(Joined in Progress) 

NBA BASKETBALL 
7:30p.m. 

TNT - Eastern Conference Semi• 
final: Philadelphia at Miami, Game 
1 

10p.m. 
TNT - Western Conference Semi
final: Dallas at Phoenix, Game 1 

NHL HOCKEY 
7p.m. 

ESPN - Eastern Conference First 
Round: Boston at Carolina, Game 
1 

7:30p.m. 
ESPN2 - Eastern Conference First 
Round: Tampa Bay at Toronto, 
Game1 

9:30p.m. 
ESPN - Western Conference First 
Round: St. Louis at Minnesota. 
Gamel 

10p.m. 

•NASCAR--------------
ESPN2 - Western Conference 
First Round: Los Angeles at Ed· 
monton, Game 1 

, rv1LB Glance 
continued from Page 81 

"It"s a lot of races. but pretty cool 
though to be around as long as we 
have." Truex said. ''My career has 
not been easy. We have had a lot 
of tough years. been through a lot 
of stuff and to still be here battling, 
fighting for wms 1s pretty coot.·• 

skyrocketed, first with Furniture 
Row Racing. and now with JGR. 
He won the 20 1 7 Cup champion at 
Furniture Row and won seven rac
es in 2019 driving for Joe Gibbs. 

"I see guys in the Hall of Fame 
and what they have done, and stat
wise it's there," Truex said. "But I 
don't know. I've not really given it 
much thought.·· 

day. Dover ordered a grandstand 
evaluation and asked fans to seek 
shelter or return to vehicles. Chris 
Buescher tweeted he was bored 
during the delay and held an AMA 
on Twitter. 

American le•1111• 
EatDM,lon 
WlPctGB 

New York 
Toronto 
Tampa Say 
Boston 
BaJtjmore 

Minnesota 
Cleveland 
Chicago 
Kansas City 
Detroit 

16 6 .727 
15 8 .652 
12 10 .545 
9 1' .391 
8 14 .364 

1ii 
4 

7!1 
8 

Central Divholon 
WLPctGB 
13 9 .591 
10 12 .455 3 
8 13 .381 4)1 
7 13 .350 5 
7 14 .333 5)1 

West Division 
WLPctGB 
15 8 .652 

Truex's 2007 Dover win his 
only one from his 2004 debut until 
2013. He won once in 2013 and 
once in 20 15 before his career He had time to think on Sun-

Among the revelations, a 1979 
Ford Bronco is his dream car, and 
Rusty Wallace, and later Mark 
Martin, were hi:-; favorite drivers 
growing up. 

Los Angeles 
Seanle 
Houston 
Oakland 
Texas 

12 10 .545 2ii 
11 11 .500 3)1 

• Classic 
Continued from Page B1 

Once the umpires made 
their ruling. Barnesville 
head coach D.J. Hutler 
argued to no avail and the 
inning continued. Unflap
pable senior ace Colby 
Shriver got two ground 
outs and ended the inning 
with a strikeout. -

"As I've matured. I've 
learned how to face ad-

versity, which was big in 
that situation bec:ause 1 
just had to keep pitching,'' 
Shriver said. 'There was 
probably a time. when 
I was younger. when I 
would have thrown a fit. 
but 1 am glad the umpires 
got the call right.'" 

Shriver then pitched 
around a two-out. infield 

single in the seventh to 
finish the game set off the 
aforementioned celebra
tion. 

"The hardest three outs 
of any game to get are the 
final three, especially in a 
game of this magnitude," 
Reasbeck said. "Colby 
just kept mowing. I am 
the head cheerleader. I 
can hand him the ball and 
go sit down." 

Shriver, who sat down 
the first nine Shamrocks 
of the game in a row, fin
ished with seven strike
outs and he didn't issue a 
free pass. 

10 12 .455 4)1 
8 14 .364 6)1 

Sunday"s G•""'• 
Minnesota 9, Tampa Bay 3 
Baltimore 9, Boston 5 
Toronto 3, Houston 2 

but couldn't avoid dam- Seenle7, Miami3 . 
• L.A. Angels 6, Chocago White Sox 5 

age when Hayden Srruth N.Y. Yankees 6. Kansas City 4 
• 1 d Texas 7, Atlanta 3 Sing e . L.A. Dodgers 6, Detroil 3 
''I have to figure out Cleveland 7, Oakland 3 

Monclay"1 Gem• 
how to get these guys Kansas City_ (Greinke 0-1) at St. Louis 

d I h f 
!Matz 2-11, 1.15 1>.rn. 

rea Y tO p ay at t e Start O LA. Angels (Sandoval 1-01 at Chicago 

h •• ct· • t White So• (Ceaw 2-11. 2:10 p.m. t e game, a 1Sapp0lfl - Minnesota !Paddack 0-21 at Baltimore 

ed D.J. Butler said of his w.:."~~f~.;.;~J,;~igom•rv 0-11 at To-
Shamrocks. ronto !Stripling 0-01, 7:07 p.m. 

"F ~•!'nle !Gonzales 1·2> at Houston IOdor-
Of some reason, 1m 1-2>. 8.10 p.m. 

When We get to the Tam~ Bay (Rasmussen 1·1) at Oakland 
(Jefferies 1-31, 9:40 p.m. 

OV AC. I do an even N~n~:.!'::,:o-

wor_se job than I do oth- NewYork ~ ~ -~ GB 
er times. We have to be Miami 12 9 .571 2ii 

ready to play from the :~i!~1!1phia ii g :~ 5~ 

get-go. Thars on me." Washingloneen!.~..,,:,333 8 

S~river"s gem in~]uded Milwaukee ~ ~ .m GB 
anxious moments Ill the St. Louis 12 9 .571 2 

fourth and fifth as well as ~~;~~~oh ; g :!: ~~ 
the sixth. Cincinnati w.~o~?.ion·136 111i 

;: lb:ll ueorge t'ICKens, wr, ueor• 
gia. 
3 {8-4l DeMarvin Leal, dt, Texas 
A&M. 
4 (138) Calvin Austin Ill, wr, Mem
phis. 
6 (208) Connor Heyward, te, Mich
igan State. 
7 (2251 Mark Robinson, lb, Missis
sippi. 
7 (2411 Chris Oladokun, qb, Soulh 
Dakota State. 

NHL Playoffs 
ARSTROUND 

IBest-of-7; x-if necessary) 
EASTERN CONFERENCE 

Carolina vs. Boston 
Monday: Boston a1 Carolina, 7 
p.m. 

N.Y. Rengers vs. Pittsburgh 
Tuesday: Pittsburgh at N.Y. Rang
ers, 7 p.m. 
Thursday: Pittsburgh at N.Y. Rang• 
ers, 7 p.m. 
Saturday: N.Y. Rangers at Pitts
burgh, 7 p.m. 
Monday, May 9: N.Y. Rangers at 
Pittsburgh, 7 p.m. 
x-Wednesday, May 11: Pittsburgh 
al N.Y. Rangers, TBA 
x•Friday, May 13: N.Y. Rangers at 
Pittsburgh, TBA 
x-Sunday, May 15: Pinsburgh at 
N.Y. Rangers, TBA 

Toronto vs. Tampa Bay 
Monday: Tampa Bay at Toronto, 
7:30 p.m. 

Florida vs. Washington 
Tuesday: Washington at Florida. 
7

=
30 

W~STERN CONFERENCE 
Calgary vs. Dallas 

Tuesday: Dallas at Calgary, 10 p.m. 
Edmonton vs. Los Angeles 

Monday: Los Angeles at Edmon
ton, 10 p.m. 

Colorado vs. Nashville 
Tuesday: Nashville at Colorado. 
9:30 p.m. 

Minnesota vs. St. Louis 
Monday: St. Louis at Minnesota, 
9:30p.m. 

NBA Playof1s --1 
CONFERENCE SEMIFINALS 

(Best-of-71 
x-if necessary 

Eastern Conference 
Milwaukee 1, Boston O 

Sunday: Milwaukee 101, Boston 89 
Tuesday: MIiwaukee at Boston, 7 
p.m., TNT 

Miami vs. Philadelphia 
Monday: Philadelphia al Miami, 
7:30 p.m., TNT 

Western Conference 
Phoenix vs, Dallas 

Monday: Dallas at Phoenix. 10 
p.m., TNT 

Golden State 1 vs. Memphis 0 
Sunday; Golden State 117. Mem• 
phis 116 
Tuesday: Golden State at Mem
phis, 9:30 p.m., TNT 

ECHL Playoffs 
DIVISION SEMIFINALS 

(Best•of•7; x-if necessary) 
CENTRAL DIVISION 

Wheeling 3, Fort Wayne 2 
Wheeling 1. Fort Wayne 0 
Wheeling 4. Fort Wayne 2 
Fort Wayne 4, Wheeling 1 
Fort Wayne 4, Wheeling 3. OT 
Fort Wayne at Wheeling, 7:10 p.m. 
Monday: Wheeling at Fort Wayne, 
7:30 p.m. 
x-Tuesday: Wheeling at Fort 
Wayne, 7:30 p.m. 

Pro Golf Scores 
Mexico Open at Vidanta Scores 

Sunday 
Al The Norman Course at Vldanta 

Vallarta 
Vallarta, Mexico 

Pu,...: S7.3 mimon 
Yatdage: 7,456; Par; 71 

Final Round 

-

Jon Rahm 64-66-68-69- 267 
Tony Finau 71-68-66-63- 268 
Kurt Kitayama 64-70-66-68-268 
Brandon Wu 69-70-66-63-268 
Davis Riley 69-65-67-68-269 
Cameron Champ 67-66-67 70-270 
David Lipsky 69-68-69-64-270 
Alox Smalley 66-66-70-68- 270 
Aaron Wise 65-75-66-64-270 
Patrick Rodgers 66-69-66-70- 271 
Nate Lashley 69-68,64-71-272 
Martin Trainor 72-65-71-64-272 
Grayson Murray 73-67-66-67-273 
Chez Reavie 67-71-67-68-273 
Jonathan Byrd 64-70-71-69-274 
Lanto Griffin 71-69-69-65-274 
Stephan Jaeger 69-71-64-70-274 
Satoshi Kodaira 67-69-67-71-274 
Kelly Kraft 68-69-70-67-274 
Anirb&n Lahir i 68-68-72-66-274 
Adam Long 67,66-71-70-274 
Peter Malnati 68-68-72-66-274 
Andrew Novak 66•67-70-71-274 
Michaal Gligic 67-70-71-67-275 
Trev Mullinax 64-69-73-69-275 
Aaron Rai 65-69-69-72-275 The Riders offense got 

going early against Car
penter, but the Shamrocks 
ace settled down and 
didn't allow a hit after the 
second inning and only 
three in the game. 

"He's seasoned" Reas- w L Pct 
. . ' Los Angeles 14 7 .667 

Sahilh Theegala 65•73•69-68-275 
GB Gary Woodland 67-72,69-67-275 

- Ryan Blaum 66-70-70-70-276 

C 
◄ 

• 
• 1001 Washington Pik@. Wellsburg • Located 3 miles East off St. Rt. 27 

Ferry scored in the 
first inning after Colton 
Redinger led off the game 
by drawing a walk. After 
an out, Colin Sneadeker 
ripped a double to the 
fence in centerfield. 

In the second, Baron 
Lucey reached on an er
ror, Jesse Nagel singled 
and Ayden Ludolph drew 
a walk to load the bases 
and tum the order over. 
Carpenter got a strikeout, 

beck said of Shnver. "He San Diego 15 8 .652 

1 k h. . San Francisco 14 8 .636 ii 
a ways WOT S IS way OUt Colorado 13 9 .591 1!1 

of (jams). He doesn't pan- ~~i~~~~-•Gam~~ 13 
-
435 5 

ic. He J0 USt works." Sen Diego 5, Pittsb_ur11h 2 
. . Chicago Cubs 2. M1lwaukn 0 

In both mnmgs, Barnes- SeatUe _7,Mia,:rii3 
ville had runners at second st. Lou,s 7, Anzona 5 

Texas 7. Atlanta 3 
and third but Shriver buck- Colorado 10. Cincinnati 1 

I d d ' . d d h L.A. Dodgers 6. Detroit J e OWn ,Ill escape t e Washington 11. San Francisco 5 
jam Philadelphia at N.Y. Mets. late 

"S. h . . f th Monday's Gama fJVer IS one O e Kansas City (Greinke 0-1> at St. Louis 

b ·t ·1 h W 've seen all (Matz 2·1t. l:l5 p.m. es P.I C ers e Arizona lGallen 0.01 at Miami (loll"Z 
year.· Butler said. "'Anytime 3.01. 6:40 P:m. . 
he' S on the mound he gives A_tlant~ IFned 2·2) at N.Y. Mets IBass1tt 

, 3 11, 7.10 p.m. 
(Ferry) a good chance to 
win." MLB Moves 

On top of Carpenter's N1111ona1 ~• 
work with the bat Spencer Cf!"CINNATI REDS .- Reeallad OF TJ 

. . ' . Fm,dl from Lou11v1llo IILI. Placed OF 
Bltss had U pair of smgles Jake Fraley and 2B Jonathan India (rel• 

t f th • th t • th roactive 10 April 30) on lhe 10-day IL. 
OU O e Ill ll ~po In e Added INF Alejo Lopez to the taxi squad . 
order for Barnesville (9-7). Optioned INF Alejo Lobep? and LHP 

Reiver Sanmartin lo Louisville. 

Hank Lebioda 67,67-69-73-276 
Sebastian Munoz 66-69-71-70-276 
C.T. Pan 66-70,69•71-276 

:f:.:·i.~:;,;.~n ~~~t~;:~=m 
~~~a~~trillo ~t:t~t::=m 
Charles Howell Ill 66-69-70-72-277 
Graeme McDowell 70-70-69·68-277 
Scon Piercy 70-68-71-68-277 
Grey,on Sig11 66-73-70-68- 277 
Cameron Tringale 70-68-70-69-277 
Abraham Ancar 71·69-68-70-278 
Roben Gerrig~s 68-72-69-69-278 
Brandon Hagy 66-67-71-7'-278 
John Huh 67-70•73·68-278 
Ben Kohles 70-69-72-67-278 
Kevin Na 70-67-73-68- 278 
Patrick Reed 67-66-70-75-278 
Brian Stuard 71•63-70-69-278 
Alvaro Ortiz 68-69-70-71-278 
Scon Brown 65,69-73-72-279 
Tommy Gainey 69-71-72-67- 279 
Lee Hodges 68-72-69-70-279 
Merk Hubbard 68-71-71-69-279 

~~~~.K~~Y, ~~t;u~=m 
David Skinns 69-69-74-67-279 
Turt Pettit 72,67-70-70-279 
Bill Haas 70-70-65-75- 280 
Matt Jones 71-69•70-70-280 
KiradechAphibrnrt 70-66-71-74-281 



Local, sai'd. "But (Saturday) I just came 
out looking to do what I usually do." 

Rex got in trouble immediately as he 
walked leadoff batter Braylen Blom
qu~st on four pitches. Mason Myers 
lined back to Rex, but he threw the ball 
wildly to first attempting to double-up 
the runner as Blomquist scampered to 
second. Joey Balgo drew a full-count 
walk and Hoffman legged out a roller 
to the hole at short for an infield single 
that loaded the bases. 

However, Rex fanned the next two 
batters. both looking, to escape un
scathed. 

"That gave me a boost of confi
dence," he said of the back-to-back 
punchouts. "My curveball was really 
working today. It was my best pitch to
day. I was starting it low in the strike 
zone and they were swinging at it. It got 
the job done." 

Both head coaches praised Rex's ef
fort. He struck out J 1 (five looking), 
walked seven and hit a pair of Red Dev
ils in throwing ] 19 pitches (69 strikes). 

"He was phenomenal today. That's 
Tre Rex. He's pretty dam good," Har
rison Central head coach Mike Valesko 
beamed. "He had some back spasms 
that affected his last outing, but he's 
worked his way through it and he did 
the job today. 

"We've kind of had this day circled 
on the calendar for a couple of weeks 
now thinking we might be here." 

Veteran St. Clairsville (5-5) head 
coach Tom Sliva lauded, not only Rex, 
but Hoffman. as well. 

"We hit the ball very poorly today. 
First of all , though, our pitcher did a 

up 11 runners left on base, with seven starting quarterback in the spring _ 
of those in scoring position. "We've with another contender corning soon. 
got guys that are good in practice, but "What Graham's done, he's brought 
when it comes to games, they tighten a confidence, he's got good swagger, 
up. They've got to understand that if but he's humble," Brown said. "I think 
you're going to win big games, you've that's been really effective in that room." 
got_ to _beat ~ig-time pitc~ers. That was Quarterbacks Will "Goose" crowder, 
a big-~ime pitcher toda_y • Garrett Greene and Nicco Marchio! have 
. \Ylnle Rex was holdi~g the Re~ Dev- been working with the team this spring, 
!ls m check, the Huskie~ got him the each experiencing ups and downs in a 
only run he would need m the bottom battle that appears somewhat close. J.T. 
of the second. Kaden _Jurosko drew Daniels, a former five-star quarterback 
a fu~l-count walk Jeadmg off. After I prospect from Georgia, complicates 
stea!mg second, he went to third_ on a things as he expects to join the fold this 
sacnfic~ bunt by Rex .. Arbaugh tned to summer after committing to wvu earli
bunt twice: but both times were ~nsuc- er this month. 
cessful. With the count 1-2, he smgled At running back, position coach Chad 
softly to left to plate Jurosko. . , Scott has been impressed by the depth 

We asked him to bunt b!,lt he di_dn ,! of the group as he eyes the replacement 
get them dow~: b~t credit to him, for Leddie Brown. Scott said earlier in 
Vale~ko noted. We ve ~ad some goo~ the spring that he would likely turn to 
practices l~tely about domg whatever 1t two different running backs at the same 
takes to ~m a game, but when we iot time _ giving him a full deck as Tony 
to th~t pomt, you had to do somet_hm~ Mathis, Lyn-J Dixon, Justin Johnson 
to wm the g~e. Today Cabo~ didn t and Jaylen Anderson each have unique 
get down on himself_ by not gett!ng two skill sets. 
bunts down, but with two strikes he Elsewhere, the offensive line returns 
chok~d up on the ~a~ and got enough of all five starters, while the wide receiv
t~e pitch to send it mto left field for a er room keeps two of its top three pass 
smgle," Valesko recalled. 

With the win, Harris<?n C~ntral ad- PIRATES 
vances to the championship game 
next weekend in Richmond at Edison 
High School opposite top-seeded Cam
bridge, which rallied past No. 4 Indian 
Creek, 8-7. It will be Valesko' s third 
try at a title. The Huskies haven't won 
an OV AC baseball title since 2013. It 
is one of four they possess as they went 
back-to-back in 2005 and 2006. and 
also won the 3A crown in 2000. 

(Continued from Page 13) 

"Our bullpen's been throwing pretty 
well and hope to continue that and pull 
for one another and keep this thing 
snowballing," Peters said. 

Newman, Yoshi Tsutsugo and Ben 
Gamel each drove in a run for the Pirates, 
who took three of four in the series. 

Ferry Fends Off Fort Frye 
A day after it collected 23 hits during 

a historic .rom_p, Chicago lost for the 
fifth time in six games overall. Villar 
committed a throwing error that brought 
home a run in the fourth, and the Cubs 
left 11 runners on base, including sev
en over the final three innings. 

By BUBBA KAPRAL 
For The Intelligencer 

MARTINS FERRY - It was base
ball at its finest, played between two 
quality programs with much at stake. 

Fort Frye made the trek to the Purple 
City Saturday afternoon for an OV AC 
3A semifinal contest, matching the 8-2 
Cadets against the Purple Riders, own
ing an identical mark. with both squads 
boasting mound aces. 

After seven well-played innings, 
coach Anthony Reasbeck's resilient 
Riders pulled out a come-from-behind 
2-1 triumph. The hosts did not score un
til their sixth at-bat. 

The win propels the Purple Riders into 
the OV AC title game against Barnes
ville. The Shamrocks downed top-seed
ed Linsly, 5-1. Ferry and Barnesville 
will vie for the conference crown Satur
day at I I a.m. at newly refurbished Edi
son High School. 

The Purple Riders downed the Sham
rocks in last year's conference semi-fi
nal tilt. Ferry subsequently lost to Linsly 
in the championship game. 

Colby Shriver, as is usually the case, 
was brilliant on the hill for Ferry. He 
had to be as Fort Frye's Clay Gruey, 
a Morgan High transfer, was nearly as 
brilliant. 

Shriver scattered just six hits while 
striking out l O and walking nary a bat
ter. The Cadets' lone run was an un
earned one in the first. 

" I wasn' t worried when they scored 
one run in the first inning. I figured we 
would score a lot of runs today," Shriver 
said. "But as the game goes deeper and 
deeper you get a little worried when you 
are still trailing. But we were able to fi
nally get it done. 

"It was a fun game to pitch. Their 
pitcher was really good so it makes me 
want to pitch better," he added. "We are 
looking forward to playing Barnesville 
again. We owe them one. They beat us 
in the district last year." 

Gruey, meanwhile, also went the 
route. He allowed just seven hits while 
fanning two and walking none. He did 
plunk two batters. 

"What more can I say about Colby? 
It sounds like a broken record," Reas
beck said. "Colby is the most consistent 
guy you could ask for. I have been head 
coach here for I 2 years and he is 1 A and 
IB. 

"Colby is a tremendous competitor. 
We come to expect performances like 
this every time he takes the mound," 
added the former Ferry athletic star. "He 
is one hell of a pitcher and character 
young man.'" 

Fort Frye's lone run was ironically 
scored by a Cadet who Shriver struck 
out to open the game. Cadets' leadoff 
hitter Dawson Layton struck out, but 
reached first after the ball got past the 
catcher. He later scored on a two-out 
single by Ian Ellis. 

While Shriver hurled a gem, he was 
far from the lone Purple standout. The 
Ferrians boasted heroes aplenty. 

Down 1-0 in the sixth, Ferry third 
baseman Colin Sneadeker crushed a 
Gruey offering over the left field fence, 
knotting matters at 1-1 . 

Fort Frye threatened in the seventh, 
putting runners on second and third with 
one out. The Cadets' Cannan Tennant 
lofted a fly ball to rightfield. Ferry fresh~ 
man Ayden Ludolph made the catch and 
fired a strike to home plate to gun down 
Jackson Love, ending the inning and 
keeping the score tied. 

The Purple Riders, now riding a wave 
of momentum, took care of business on 
the strength of some two-out lightning in 
the seventh. 

Designated hitter Jesse Nagel kept 
the hosts alive with an infield single. 
Ludolph was beaned for the second time 
on the day. Both runners advanced on a 
wild pitch. Catcher Colten Redinger de
livered the game-winner via an infield 
single deep in the hole at shortstop. 

"We had so many players step up. But 
they are athletes and competitors. They 
perform well in other sports," Reasbeck 
said. "Ayden was starting quarterback 
for us as a freshman. So, I am not sur
prised he made a great throw. Jesse and 
Colten are battled-tested veterans. Colby 
was great, but we had a lot of other play
ers do really good things." 

The Joss was a tough pill to swallow ' 
for Fort Frye head coach Trey Engle. 

"It was really a great game to be a part 
of. It was well played with two super 
pitchers," Engle said. "It went our way 
for the first five innings. They did what 
they needed to do in their last two at
bats. 

"I am proud of our kids and their ef
fort today. I am just disappointed for our 
kids," he continued. "But our hats are 
off to Martins Ferry. They are a well
coached team." 

This will be Reasbeck's third OVAC 
championship game appearance. In ad
dition to last year's game, the Purple 
Riders previously lost to Steubenville. 

"It was a tremendous game today. It 
was a shame one team had to lose. The 
Engles are class people," Reasbeck not
ed. 

Sneadeker and Hayden Smith were 
the lone Riders to collect two hits. 

With runners on second and third 
in the ninth, Willson Contreras struck 
out swinging for the second out. After 
Happ was walked intentionally, Frank 
Schwindel also struck out swinging on 
three straight fastballs from Bednar -
each registering at least 9 7. 2 mph. 

"You dream of those spots to be in," 
Bednar said, "and corning out on top and 
help the team win is all that matters." 

Bednar has a sparkling 0.80 ERA 
in 28 games since last year's All-Star 
break. Crowe extended his scoreless 
streak to begin the season to 13 l /3 
innings. 

"We all feed off one another," 
Crowe said, "and we all know how 
good our stuff can be if we trust it." 

The Cubs got off to another solid start, 
scoring in the first inning for the third 
time in the series. They have 16 first-in
ning runs over 16 games this season. 

Ortega scampered home on a rare 
error by slick-fielding third baseman 
Ke'Bryan Hayes, and Schwindel add
ed an RBI single. But Brubaker lim
ited the damage by striking out Villar 
and Jason Heyward. 

Pittsburgh got one back on Garnet's 
RBI single in the second, and then 
went ahead to stay with two in the third 
against Justin Steele (1-2). Tsutsugo 
hit a sacrifice fly and Newman drove 
in Hayes with a tiebreaking double. 

CAMERON 
(Continued from Page 13) 

The Dragons struck first in the second 
inning when Nathan Haeberle walked 
and stole second, followed by a walk to 
Mason DeBolt. 

Senior second baseman Chris McCau
ley delivered in the clutch with a two-run 
double to light field to give Cameron a 
2-0 upper hand. 

In the third, Cole Burkett provided a 
strong at-bat and drew a walk to set the 
stage for Coy Angel's two-run bomb, fol
lowed immediately by Ball's solo blast 
for a 5-0 advantage. 

With Conotton Valley threatening in 
the fourth, Coy Angel got out of a bas
es-loaded jam with one out by firing a 
pair of strikeouts. 

Brett Putnam got the Rockets on the 
scoreboard with a bases-loaded RBI sin
gle in the sixth but he just missed a grand 
slam earlier in the at-bat that was rough
ly two feet foul and smacked off the left 
field fence. 

Nolan Caldwell also provided a RBI 
knock in the sixth for Conotton Valley 

Carr and Jared Bartlett are battling for 
the starting spot. 

The loss of Akheem Mesidor on the 
defensive line, while demoralizing to 
Brown and some inside the program. has 
allowed for Justin Jefferson - arguably 
the strongest player on the entire roster 
- to see increased reps . 

"I feel like we just improved every 
day," defensive lineman Dante Stills 
said about the defense's spring perfor
mance. "That was kind of the main goal 
going into it, just make sure we take one 
step every day. I feel like, overall, we im
proved in many ways. Our aggression, 
just the way we play, stuff like that." 

The Mountaineers will take a break 
until Memorial Day. returning for eight 
practices over nine weeks during the 
summer. 

"I think the summer is going to be 
really important for us." Brown said. 
"We're gonna add, I think. 18 more peo
ple to the mix on scholarship. another 15 
or so that are gonna be preferred walk
ons. We gotta get them acclimated. and 
we've got some guys that are younger 
players that must continue to develop as 
we go through the summer." 

MAKING MOVES 
The Pirates added another arm to 

their pitching staff, bringing up right
hander Beau Sulser from Triple-A In
dianapolis. It's the first major league 
promotion for Sulser, the brother of 
Miami Marlins reliever Cole Sulser. 
To make room on Pittsburgh· s 40• and 
28-man rosters, outfielder Anthony 
Alford was designated for assignment. 

UP NEXT 
Pirates: Following an off day, RHP 

Mitch Keller (0-3. 6.23 ERA) starts 
Tuesday night in the opener of a three
game series against Milwaukee. RHP 
Brandon Woodruff (2- 1. 4.30 ERA} 
pitches for the visiting Brewers. 

Saturday 
CUBS 21, PIRATES 0 

CHICAGO (AP) - Alfonso Rivas 
had three hits and five RBIs, and the 
Cubs stopped a four-game slide by 
pounding the Pirates. 

YANKEES 5, GUARDIANS 4 
NEW YORK (AP) - Yankees 

fans in the right-field bleachers pelted 
Cleveland outfielders with bottles. 
cans and debris in a chaotic scene 
moments after Isiah Kiner-Falefa and 
pinch-hitter Gleyber Torres got RBI 
hits with two outs in the ninth inning 
to lift New York over the Guardians. 

Sunday 
YANKEES 10, GUARDIANS 2 
NEW YORK (AP) - Gerrit Cole 

bounced back from the shortest start of 
his career, Anthony Rizzo powered an 
early offensive barrage and the New 
York Yankees pounded the Cleveland 
Guardians l 0-2 Sunday to complete a 
three-game sweep in a series marred 
by fan misbehavior. 

REDS 4, CARDINALS 1 
CINCINNATI (AP) - First-round 

draft pick Nick Lodolo got his first 
major league win as Cincinnati beat 
St. Louis to end an I I -game skid, its 
worst in six years. 

but Adam Angel IV escaped the jam and 
shut down the Rockets in the seventh to 
secure the triumph. 

"I thought our kids played well.'' 
Cononon Valley coach Dave DiDonato 
said. "Last year pitching like Cameron's 
would have dominated us but we were 
two or three hits away from getting back 
into it. We had our chances. Cameron is a 
really solid team with two solid pitchers. 
They throw hard." 

Cameron will be looking for it-; first 
OV AC title in program history when it 
takes the field next Saturday. 

"We have a couple of games this 
week," Coach Angel said. "We should be 
pretty healthy and we should have all of 
our arms ready to go for Saturday. That 
game will come down to who throws 
more strikes and plays better defense. 
Hopefully we can get one. That would be 
pretty cool for this community and this 
school to get an OV AC Championship. 
That was one of our goals when we set 
out so hopefully we can achieve it.'' 

■ • ■ ■ • 



Duntee recently spoke to the tluckeye 
football coaching staff and the support 
<;taff that works inside the Ohio State 
University Woody Hayes Athletic Cen
ter about suicide prevention through the 
Question. Persuade. Refer (QPR) meth
od. 

··(Death by suicide) is a very tough 
topic and I am very appreciative of Ohio 
State allowing me to speak,'' Dunfee 
said. 'Tve taught a lot of these classes 
and sometime., it's more well received 
than others. but I could not have asked 
tor a better group. They actively partici
pated and afterward several came up and 
shared different things with me .• , 

Even as she drove to Columbus the 
morning of the first session. Dunfee still 
found herself in disbelief that she was 
chosen to serve as the speaker. 

Dr. Candice Williams. who is an 
athletic counselor at Ohio State. first 
reached out to Dunfee m February. She 
had ... earched the QPR National Institute 
web'>ite and reached out about instruc
tors m Ohio. 

"My name was one of the names giv
en and Dr. Williams looked me up and 
I think the fact that I sat on the board 
for the state coalition may have put me 
over the top." Dunfee said. ·'Maybe my 
affiliation with OSU. but they had really 
vetted me well and told me that they're 
very 'cognizant of who they let into the 
building.' 

After going back ,u,d 1or1h on a fc\\ 

dates. Dunfee <,poke just two weeks ago 
in the immediate aftermath of spring 
practice. 

·'There were a lot of logistics in
volved. but I was more than willing to be 
flexible." Dunfee said. "We could have 
done it virtually. but Coach (Ryan) Day 
felt like I needed to be there in person." 

There were two sessions. The first was 
the entire coaching staff and the second 
was for the other staff members. 

"QPR i<; a national program thafs de
signed for the general population to be 
able to learn and it looks at seeing warn
ing signs:' Dunfee said . "There is no 
medical background needed ... 

The program takes upward~ of 80 
minutes to complete and during the se~
sion. Dunfee had the coaches do some 
''role playing." 

··we had one person serve as a play
er and then the coach where they have 
to ask the question, ·are you suicidal?'"" 
Dunfee said. '"Afterward. we talked 
about it and how it"~ not an easy ques
tion to ask and ifs an uncomfortable 
situation. especially the closer we are to 
someone. the harder it is to m,k because. 
naturally. you don't want a particular 
answer:· 

Dunfee was overwhelmed at the feed
back she rece ived from the coaches in 
the training 

"Going into that environment and 
talking to a group of football coaches. 
you'd think you·d get some eye rolling 
or something, but these coaches were all 
totally engaged." Dunfee said. "After
ward. I had people coming up to me with 
tears in their eyes because they know 
someone suffering from mental health 
issues. It really did my heart good.'" 

Because of the volume and the clas~ 
i,1ze being limited to upwards of 30. the 
Buckeye,· players did not go through 
training. However. head coach Ryan 
Day " 1s open to explonng options" for 
the players in the future. 

"Coach Day and I talked about virtu
al traming or just trainmg the position 
group leaders." Dunfee said. 

Due to an unforeseen circumstance. 
Day didn ' t take Dunfee' s class. but he 
told her afterward that he will go through 
it soon. 

··coach Day made time to speak to me 
the second day after the training and he 
wanted to know how it went and how 
it was received.'" Dunfee recalled. "He 
was very appreciative and thanked me 
for com mg to do 1t. •• 

Su1c1dc prevention and mental health 
are hot-button issue~ around the country. 
but e~pecially m collegiate athletics. 

Day and hi,; wife Nina have a foun
dation through Nationwide Children·s 

See. DUNFEE, Page C2 
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Eve Agnew (5) 
greets Zinn. 

Ferry repeats in Class 3A 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - After winning its 
first dozen games of the season, the 
Martins Ferry softball team tasted de
feated for the initial time Thursday at 
Edison. They didn't like the taste. 

Deadlocked with No. 2 seeded 
Shenandoah at I after two-and-a-half 
innings Friday. the top-seeded Purple 
Riders ( l 3-1) took out their frustra
tions with seven hits that plated eight 
runs in the bottom of the third en route 

to an 11-2 triumph and back-to-back 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class 
3A Tom Bechtel Softball Champion
ships on sun-splattered Lisa's Field 
at the I-470 J.B. Chambers Complex. 
The contest was halted after five-and
a-half frames due to the 10-run mercy 
rule. 

He won l O Class A crowns while at St. 
John Central. "The girls have worked 
so hard this season in trying to get back 
here, so it's nice to see that their hard 
work has paid off. 

"It's never a blessing in disguise 
when you lose. but the,;e girls were 
ready to get back on the field and tum 
things around.'" Magistro said. "They 
don't like to lose. and neither do l." 

"Not because it's our second in a 
row, but I'm happy that the girls can 
win a second straight OVAC Champi
onship," third-year Martins Ferry head 
coach Jerry Magistro, who collected 
his 12th overall OVAC softball title. 

Like in their semifinal again!>t Lins
ly two days earlier, the Purple Riders 
found themselves down 1-0 as Laney 

See, FERRY, Page C2 

Conotton Valley shuts 
down Beallsville in 1 A 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

ELM GROVE Beallsville 
was well aware of just how good 
Conotton Valley ace pitcher 
Masy Baker can be in the circle. 

The Blue Devils got an up
close-and-personal look at it on 
Friday afternoon in the OV AC 
Tom Bechtel Softball Champi
onships on Ben's Field at the 
Chambers I-470 Complex. 

Quite simply, Baker was 
brilliant in the 10-0, 5-inning 
Conotton Valley victory, which 
gave the Rockets their second 
consecutive title. 

ton Valley head coach Jeremy 
Bleininger said. 

On top of her pitching, which 
included l 5 strikeout'- and only 
one hit allowed. Baker hit a tow
ering 3-run home run in the bot
tom of the first that caromed off 
the scoreboard. 

"It's a special group of girls," 
Bleininger said. "Baker is rock 
solid (in the circle) and the heart 
of our team. When she's out 
there, everyone plays better." 

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 
BEALLSVILLE SHORTSTOP Kaylee Hagan 
throws to first for an out during Friday's OVAC 
Class 1A championship game. 

"Last year was special to win 
the first one in school history, 
but to win it a second one in a 
row really means a lot," Conot-

The Blue Devils, who were in 
the OV AC Tournament for the 
first time in more than a decade, 
dropped to 10-10 on the season. 
They produced only three base 
runners against Baker. Kaylee 
Hagan had a solid single up the 
middle and Baker also issued a 

See, BEALLSVILLE, Page C2 

Harrison blanked by Cambridge in 4A baseball 
By CODY NESPOR 
For The Times Leader 

RICHMOND - You 've heard of Christmas in July, 
but how about Valentine's Day in April? 

That was the situation at Edison High School Fri
day night as Cambridge right-hander Jack Valentine 
tossed a complete-game shutout en route to the Bob
cats claiming the OV AC Class 4A Championship 5-0 
over Harrison Central. 

"He wa!> a workhorse tonight," Cambridge coach Ja
maal Lowery said of Val en tine. "He manned up and he 

~ 
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did what he was supposed to do. He had all three pitch- _.._ .. '111111,.-ua 
e!> working well and he had a couple of big punchouts." • • ~ it11 , 

Valentine yielded just seven baserunners across the s.:.;;;;:;:;,i.;11.....,;;...:.:....;;;;.::::.;:..~~:::.l..l~:;i..;::;,.;.;.;,...:;·;,::•-.;__ ___ ...._ __ _,.J 

full seven innings, scattering three hits and three walks HARRISON CENTRAL third baseman Ca1:~
01~f::~t ~~:~ 

while striking out I I· Cambridge runner during Friday's OVAC Class 4A champion-
See, HARRISON, Page c2 ship game at Edison High School. 

Nailers fall in OT, 4-3 

J 
; 

By CODY TOMER 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING - The Wheeling 
Nailers rallied from 3-1 down to 
force overtime on Friday night but 
Fort Wayne got the final laugh. 

With 5: 17 showing on the clock 
in the extra period, Mark Rassell 
corralled a rebound and wrapped it 
around Wheeling goalie Louis-Phil
ip Guindon for the game-winner as 

- the Komets evened the Central Di
vision Semifinal series at 2-2 with 
a 4-3 triumph inside WesBanco 

,...- Arena. 
Wheeling hosts Game 5 Satur

Photo/JOE LOVELL day at 7: 10 p.m. 
WHEELIN~ NAILERS Sam Houde (36) _and "In games like this everyone 
C_am Haus1nger ( 16) celebrate a goal Friday feels like they have to do something 
night at WesBanco Arena. a little extra," Nailers' coach Derek 

Anny said as he broke down the 
game-winning goal by the Komets. 
"For us it was turned over in the 
O-Zone and it went back into our 
zone. Unfortunately we couldn't 
get it out so we went to their point. 
Our weak side wing went out and 
our ' D' left the net front to also go 
out and we just weren ·1 able to get 
the block and then we weren't able 
to get the stick at the net front.., 

Despite the loss, Wheeling out
shot Fort Wayne 39-27. 

"Looking at it now. I thought we 
were for sure the better team (Fri
day):' Army said. "Five-on-five 
we pushed the pace and we dictated 
pretty much everything out there. 
Overall it was a great effort and a 
great game." 

Rassell also got the scoring start
See, NAILERS, Page C2 
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'·Basically. everything was just 
working. I felt really good." Valen
tine said. ··Jt feels really good (to 
win). especially on this nice field 
and in front of a big crowd. It's a 
long drive home, but it was fun.'' 

As good as Valentine was. his 
counterpart did not make it easy 
on him. The Huskies had their own 
ace on the mound in the form of 
left-hander Tre Rex. 

Rex, who out-dueled St. Clairs
ville 's Hunter Hoffman in the 
OV AC semifinal to get to the 
championship. struck ~out seven 
while giving up six hits and three 
walks. Only one of the Bobcats' 
five runs was earned as the Huskies 
committed four errors in the field 
behind Rex. 

ners. 
In the top of the frame, Harrison 

Central loaded the bases with one 
out on two walks and an error only 
for Valentine to induce a hannless 
pop out to first base and a ground 
out to the :-econd baseman. 

In the bottom half. Cambridge 
walked and hit back-to-back sin
gles to put themselves in the exact 
same situation - bases loaded 
with one out. 

Rex. in turn. struck out the next 
two batters - both looking - to 
escape the jam. 

"It felt like, in that first inning, 
if we get a hit there then you don't 
know what happens," Valesko said. 
"It's 2-0 on a single and then you 
can kind of settle in a get things go
ing. On the flip side, I'm proud of 
our guys for going out in the bot
tom of the first and getting out of 
it as well:' 

third inning on their first of two so
called "Little League home runs" 
in the game. With Bryce Murdock 
on first base, Valentine singled into 
right field. The right fielder mis
played the ball, allowing Murdock 
to score and Valentine to reach 
third base. Valentine never stopped 
running. however. and collided 
at home plate with Harrison Cen
tral catcher Treston Nemeth. who 
dropped the ball as Valentine was 
called safe. 

The Huskies' next best chance to 
score came in the top of the fifth, 
when they got runners on first and 
second with one out. Valentine 
punched out the next two batters, 
however, and Harrison Central 
only had one more baserunner the 
rst of the game. "I thought he pitched well 

enough definitely to get a win," 
said HC coach Mike Valesko. 
"He ·s pitched well all year and I 
felt like (Friday) he was great. It's 
tou~h when you·ve got that zero on 
the scoreboard (on offense).'' 

The game started with plenty of 
excitement as both teams loaded 
the bases in the first inning, just for 
both aces to strand all three run-

Cambridge broke through in the 
bottom of the second inning as Da
vion Barr scored on a passed ball 
and Caleb Bond hit a groundball to 
third base that allowed Keaton Ky
ser to come home for a 2-0 lead. 

Cambridge put a bow on the 
game with another unusual trip 
around the bases when Barr tripled 
over the centerfielder's glove with 
two outs in the bottom of the sixth. 
Barr easily reached third base safe
ly. but a poor relay throw afforded 
him the opportunity to come all the 
way home for the Bobcats' fifth 
run. 

Photo Provided 

LORRISSA DUNFEE, who oversees the OSU Bel
mont County Extension, recently spoke to the Ohio 
State University football staff about suicide preven
tion. She's pictured with OSU head coach Ryan Day. 

The Bobcats added on in the • Dunfee--------
•Beallsville----------------- Continued from Page C1 

Hospital in Columbus 
dealing with suicide pre
vention. 

continued from Page C1 
walk and plunked a batter. 
However. nary another Blue 

Devil player put the ball in play. 
··we·rc proud of our girls and we 

hope to be back next year.'' Bealls
ville head coach Rhea Pittman said. 
·'wc·re a pretty young group. We 

trouble with some wildness. 
However, she settled back and 

got out of that jam with two more 
strikes. 

with a sacrifice fly. Daphne Stuber, 
who had singled and scored earli
er in the inning. drove in two runs 
with a double. 

Ohio State football was 
in the national news re
cently when Harry Miller 
- an offensive lineman 
from Georgia - came 
out publicly and said he 
contemplated suicide 
during his time as a col
legiate athlete. Miller has 
medically retired from the 
sport, but remains with 
the Buckeyes and was on 

All told. Conotton ( I 4-1) sent 
I I to the plate in the inning and 
pounded out six hits to chase Ha
gan, who is the Blue Devils' ace. only have two seniors." 

Baker. who ~pun a five-inning 
perfect game against Paden City in 
Monday's semifinal. sat down the 
first seven she faced m order on 
Friday before getting into a bit of 

Offensively. Baker gave herself 
a healthy cushion with the first-in
ning home run and then the Rock
ets blew the game open with a sev
en-run uprising in the third. Kenzie 
Willoughby, Keira Turek both had 
RBI singles and Chloe Stuber had a 
RBI double. 

Jordyn Braun drove in a run 

"The girls really play well to
gether." Bleininger said. "Once we 
get a lead, she relaxed a little bit 
more and everyone seems to follow 
her lead." 

• Ferry 
Continued from Page C1 

Hitchen~· RBI single 
with two outs in the top of 
the firs! drove in Bailey 
Frye. However. the lead 
was 1-hort. Jived. 

Hunter Pollock was in 
,trumental in this come
from behind win as she 
walked to ~tart the bottom 
of the first. Danielle Lude 
'sacrificed her to second 
where she scored from on 
a double off the fence in 

left-center by Maria Clark 
to even things. 

Kaylynn Zinn. the No. 
9 hitter in the lineup. 
jump-started Martins Fer
ry's third-inning outburst 
in which l 3 batters went 
to the plate. The junior 
sent a 3-1 pitch from Mya 
Leach well over the fence 
in left-center for a 2-1 
advantage, and the Pur
ple Riders never looked 

back. It was her <;econd 
roundtripper of the sea
son. She singled in the 
frame. as well. 

Pollock walked for the 
second of three times and 
Lude singled. Clark found 
the gap in left-center again 
for another two-bagger as 
Pollock scored. Taylor 
Bell followed with a two
run double to right-center; 
No. 8 hitter Eve Agnew 

the sidelines at the spring 
game a couple of weeks 
ago. 

singled in two more ta!- Dunfee is hopeful that 
lies; and Pollock capped getting her foot in the 
the inning with a two-run door with the Buckeyes 
single. football program could 

'This was another total lead to more chances to 
team victory." Magistro get in front of coaches 
noted. and student-athletes at 

''Every girl in the line- multiple levels. 
up contributed, as did a She indicated opportu-
couple off the bench." nities to speak to the vol-

Martins Ferry finished leyball and soccer teams 
with I I base hits, of at OSU could be on the 
which five were for ex- horizon. 
tra bases. Clark. Bell and Dunfee worked in men-
Zinn ta! health for I O years 

"We can hit the ball at Ohio Valley Medical 
from No. 1 to No. 9 in our Center before it closed. 

_,.im,,,r order. and \ve'hit the' lfaU " Since· · the training is 
hard," Magistro· added. for all people, of any age, 
"I think we've got girls Dunfee would like to get 
on the bench that can hit. in front of high school 
too. Allarah (Jones) came coaches, too. 
off the bench and got a hit "My daughter is 18 and 
today." going to be graduating in 

The Purple Riders add- May and I have said for a 
ed solo runs in the fourth while that I wish I could 
and fifth innings on an get this into the OHSAA 
RBI double by winning and it becomes one of 
pitcher Lauren McFarland the mandatory trainings 
and a Bell run-producing that coaches go through,'' 
single, respectively. Dunfee said. 

McFarland wasn't WVU BMAC 
overpowering with five CARAVAN 
strikeouts and ju~t a pair The annual caravan 
of walks. stop will occur on Tues-

day. May IO at River City 
in Wheeling. 

The event. which ben
efits wvu·s MAC and 
BMAC Upper Ohio Val
ley endowed athletic 
scholarship. will feature 
WVU coaches. 

Slated to attend the 
event. which runs from 
noon until 2 p.m., are 
head football coach Neal 
Brown. head basketball 
coach Bob Huggins, who 
was recently elected to 
the Naismith Memorial 
Hall of Fame. and newly 
hired women·s basketball 
coach Dawn Plitzuweit. 

Ticket~ for the event 
arc $50 per person. For 
more information, please 
contact John S. Marshall 
at 740-695-4262. 

OGLEBA Y PARK 
GOLF CLUB 

The West Sports Bar 
Tournament was held 
at Speidel Golf Club on 
April 24 With a solid field 
of players taking part. 

Bryan Myers made 
it two win~ 111 as many 
events. fending off Yadhu 
Urs fl)r the win by a shot. 
Myers carded a 69, which 
was one better than the 
runnerup. 

Justin Doerr was third 
with a 7 5. while Hunter 
Frye was fourth with a 
76. Joey Seabright was 
fifth with a 76 and Mike 
Wetzel was sixth, also 
posting a 76. 

The remainder of the 
top IO in the medal di
vision were Brooke Gar
rison (78). Paul Kurtz 
(78). Richard Humphrey 
(78) and Sean McFarland 
( 78). 

In the handicap scoring 
portion ot the event, Penn 
Ku1tz was the winner 
with a round of 71. Fin
ishing second was David 
Sims~ 

SETH'S SCOOPS 
JOHN MARSHALL 

h,is hired Melanie Knut
sen as its new girls golf 
coach. She takes over for 
Bridget Carnahan, who 
retired tollowing last sea
son. 

THE OH SAA unveiled 
its new logo at a meet
mg in Cambridge last 
week. Offid.:ils will not 
be required m buy new 
garment., to l"etle<:t the 
chan\?c .. iu-;t vet. 
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SPORTS 
Cameron Captures 
First OVAC Crown 

Hartley scores GW 
run in bottom of 7th 

By AARON PETCHAL 
For The Intelligencer 

RICHMOND - The Camer
on baseball team made history 
against Madonna. 

The Dragons scored the win
ning run on an error in the bot
tom of the seventh inning en 
route to defeating the Blue Dons. 
6-5. in the OVAC Class lA Fi
nal Saturday evening at the Edi
son Unified Sports Complex. 

"This is a little bigger than 
an OV AC championship. this is 
our fin,t one in Cameron histo
ry." Cameron (13-5) head coach 
Adam Angel said. '"It was a goal 
of ours at the beginning of the 
year. The kids probably thought 
I was nuts." 

Cameron loaded the bases 
with no outs before a groundout 
to the pitch was recorded. how
ever. the throw to fim a~ part of 
an attempted double play was 
not on target allowing the win
ning run to '.>core. 

''That's how we have done 
things this year. " Madonna (7-
f 2} head coach Jeff Bai re said. 
"We have found a way to not 
ceme up with plays in crucial 
situation,;, We do a great job of 
putting oun,elves in the right po
sition. We had everything se1 up 
!Oday. but that's what happens. 
They are high school kids. 

·'It is just something where we 
put ourselves in those positions. 
We were down 5-2 and we came 
back. '' 

Cole Burkett led off the sev
enth with one of his three <;in
gle~. and Lance Hartley reached 
on an infield error to give the 
boys from Marshall Couniy two 
runners on base. Coy Angel was 
then intentionally walked to load 
the bases. Ike Ball followed by 
hitt ing a ground ball 10 Madon
na pitcher Madonna pitcher Matt 
Ama1smeier who threw home to 
record the first out. however. the 
throw to first wa~ off line allow-

Photo by Seth Staskey 
Cameron's Coy Angel, center, high fives teammate Mason DeBolt, 
left, and brother Adam Angel IV, right, during Saturday's OVAC 
Championship Game. 
ing Hart1ey to score the winning 
nm from second. 

''We did everything right," 
Coach Angel said. "We pitched 
well, we played good defense 
and we played some small ball. 
We scored two runs Thursday. 
We faced two good pitchers." 

the score. 
David Connors and Bryce Hair 

drew back-to-back walks to start 
the inning. After two ~p-ups, Ko
leton Grishkevich tripled plating 
Connors and Hair pulling the boys 
from Hancock County to within 
5-4. Luke Amaismeier followed 
with a double scoring Grishkevich 
knotting the score at 5-all. 

The Blue Dons trailed 5-2 
entering the sixth, but Madon
na came through with a pair of 
clutch hits with two outs to tie Please see CAMERON, Page 10 
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Photo by Joe Lovell 
Wheeling's Sam Houde scored the game-winning 
goal in Game 5 to give the Nailers a 3-2 series lead. 

Nailers Take A 
3-2 Series Lead 

By CODY TOMER 
Sports Writer 

WHEELING - The 
Wheeling Nailers are one 
win away from moving 
on in the 2022 Kelly Cup 
Playoffs. 

In a crucial back-and
forth Game 5 on Saturday 
night inside WesBanco 
Arena, Sam Houde de
livered the game-win
ning shot on Wheeling's 
power play with 2:02 left 
to play as the Nailers de
feated Fort Wayne 3-2 
and took a 3-2 series lead 
in the Central Division 
Semifinal. 

Game 6 will be played 
on Monday night at 7:30 
p.m. in Fort Wayne. 

"It was a crazy game 
but I thought we played 
really well," Nailers' 
coach Derek Army said. 
"Our penalty kill was 
fantastic. 

"Our power play was 
kind of hitting some skids 
but that's what the play
offs are all about. They 
come through when you 
need it the most and they 
did that in a big situation 
(Saturday)." 

With the game dead-

locked at 2-2 and look
ing like a second straight 
overtime game. the Nail
ers went on the power 
play with 3: IO remain
ing. 

That's when Cedric 
Desruisseaux and Patrick 
Watling set up Houde, 
who sent a laser from the 
middle of the left circle 
and into the top right of 
the cage - sending the 
fans into a roar. 

Earlier in the period, 
a Wheeling power play 
turned into a Fort Wayne 
short-handed goal that 
evened the score at 2-2. 
Army was proud of how 
his team made the most 
of its second chance. 

•'I would have liked 
our 5-on-3 to come 
through but we didn't 
quite get the look I was 
hop:ng we would, which 
is fine. That happens. 
But just by moving the 
right way and moving 
our feet we were able to 
draw a penalty. That's 
where vou have to come 
through. That was the 
message. 

Please see NAILERS 
Page JO 

Musgrove Pitches Padres Past Pirates, 5-2 
PITfSBURGH (AP) - Joe 

Musgrove struck out eight over 
~even solid innings and the San 
Diego Padre~ beat the Pittsburgh 
Pirates 5-2 Sunday. 

The game was Musgrove·s 
second with the Padres at PNC 
Park since being traded from 
Pittsburgh to San Diego after the 
2020 ~ea~on. He pitched three 
year~ for the Pirates. 

Musgrove (4-0) looked com
fortable in his old stomping 
ground~. ~cattering seven hits 
while allowing just one run. 

"This 1s one I've had on the cal
endar marked for a little while." 
Musgrove said. "Not in the sense 
that I have a grudge against these 
guys or anythmg. but anytime 
you leave somewhere and you 

Jarry Will 

go back. you have that sense of for his ninth save. • • J 
wanting to show them what they Grisham had his first three-hit 
missed out on." game of the season and had five 

Manny Machado hit an RBI hits over the final two games in 
single in the third off Mitch Pittsburgh. Austin Nola had two 
Keller (0-4) to put the Padres hits and scored three times and 
in the lead. The RBI was his Abrams doubled and singled 
team-leading 16th of the season. as the eight, nine and one spots 

Trent Grisham hit a two-run powered the San Diego offense. 
single after shortstop Cole Tuck- "It's important for us to get 
er" s two-out throwing error in the some contributions all over the 
seventh. board and Grisham is now swing

Roberto Perez hit an RBI sin- ing the bat better at the top," Pa
gle in the seventh and the Pirates dres manager Bob Melvin said. 
loaded the bases with no outs in "You can't rely on three three, 
the eighth. but got only a sacri- four, five guys all the time." 
fice fly by Michael Chavis. Keller allowed one run on five 

In the Padres ninth, Abrams hits over six innings. He struck 
had a sacrifice fly and Jake out five and did not issue a walk. 
Cronenworth hit an RBI single. 

Taylor Rogers struck out two Please see PIRATES, Page JO 

AP Photo 
Pittsburgh left fielder Ben Gamel makes a diving catch on 
a fly ball hit by San Diego Padres' Eric Hosmer during the 
sixth inning of a baseball game in Pittsburgh, Sunday. 

JM Drops 
nni~~ c+~rt Ti+I~ r.tamo 
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Martins Ferry Wins First OVAC Title Since 2002 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

who battle. I ILn't'. this group of 
kids." 

get thrown out ( of the game).'' 
Reasbeck said matter of factly. 
"It bounced well short of the 
fence, but that was a weird play 
and I am glad the umpires got 
together and got the call right:' 

this magnitude," Reasbeck said. 
"Colby just kept mowing. I am 
the head cheerleader. I can hand 
him the ball and go sit down." 

get these guys ready to play at 
the start of the game," a disap
pointed DJ. Butler said of his 
Shamrocks. "For some reason, 
when we get to the OV AC, 
I do an even worse job than I 
do other times. We have to be 
ready to play from the get-go. 
That's on me." 

RICHMOND - The emo
tional pendulum was swinging 
back and forth at a feverish 
pace during. Saturday·s OVAC 
Class 3A champ1011:-,hip game 
at Edison High Scho,1I. 

While the Purple Riders 
celebrated with the tradition
al dogpile and ga\'e Reasbeck 
the Gatorade bath. it wa~n 't all 
smooth sailing. Once the umpires made their 

ruling, Barnesville coach DJ. 
Butler argued to no avail and 
the inning continued. Unflap
pable senior ace Colby Shriver 
got two groundouts and ended 
the inning with a strikeout. 

Shriver, who sat down the 
first nine Shamrocks of the 
game in a row, finished with 
seven strikeouts and he didn't 
issue a free pass. That's become common

place for Martin-; FeITy. how
ever. in the conference title 
game. 
~ The Purple Riders. who have 
become seemingly regLJlar en
trants in the conference tourna
ment. have been on the wrong 
end of their prior two appear
ance:-.. 

Leading the entire game, 
Martins Ferrv could onlv stand 
and watch ,ts Bamew11le se
nior Gavin Carpenter trotted 
around the bases for what was 
believed to be .i game-tying, 
two-run home run. "As rve matured, I've 

learned how to face adversity, 
which was big in that situa
tion because I just had to keep 
pitching," Shriver said. ''There 
was probably a time, when I 
was younger, when I would 
have thrown a fit, but I am glad 
the umpires got the call right.'' 

The Riders offense got going 
early against Carpenter, but the 
Shamrocks ace settled down 
and didn't allow a hit after the 
second inning and only three in 
the game. 

Shriver's gem included anx
ious moments in the fourth and 
fifth as well as the sixth. 

"He's seasoned,·' Reasbeck 
said of Shriver. "He always 
works his way out of (jams). He 
doesn't panic. He jusc works.'' 

Coach Anthony Rcasbcck's 
squad finally broke through. 
though. fending off Barnes
ville for a hard earned 2-1 , ic
tory. giving the Purple Riders 
their first conferen:c title since 
2002 and just the second in 
school historv. 

However. seein!! the reac
tion of his left rielder and cen
ter fielder to the call of a home 
run, Reasbeck came out to 
talk to the umpire crew. which 
promptly gbt together. 

Ferry scored in the first in
ning after Colton Redinger 
led off the game by drawing 
a walk. After an out, Colin 
Sneadeker ripped a double to 
the fence in centerfield. 

In both innings. Barnesville 
had runners at second and third, 
but Shriver buckled down and 
escaped the jam. 

"Shriver is one of the best 
pitchers we've seen all year," 
Butler said ... Anytime he's on 
the mound, he gives (Ferry) a 
good chance to win." 

"I tend to pmm: at tunes 
during these games. but the 
kids don·t." a relieved Reas
beck said. '·I have ~real guys 

After a brid" discussion, the 
umpires determined Carpen
ter's ball had hit in the field 
of play and boLJncccl over 
the fence. thus resulting in a 
ground-rule double. Th:lt put 
Carpenter at second and made 
the score 2-1. 

Shriver then pitched around 
a two-out, infield single in the 
seventh to finish the game set 
off the aforementioned cele
bration. 

"The hardest three outs of 
any game to get are the final 
three, especially in a game of 

In the second, Baron Lucey 
reached on an error, Jesse Na
gel singled and Ayden Ludolph 
drew a walk to load the bases 
and tum the order over. Car
penter got a strikeout, but 
couldn't avoid damage when 
Hayden Smith singled. 

On top of Carpenter's work 
with the bat, Spencer Bliss had 
a pair of singles out of the ninth 
spot in the order for Barnes
ville (9-7). 

"The main lhing going 
through 111) mind was to not "I have to figure out how to 

CAMERON 
(Continued from Page 9) 

Then. Matt Amaismeir singled to put two 1unncrs 
on base. however. Ike Ball. who had replaced Coy 
Angel on the mound earlier in the inning. got a fl y
out to end the tbrcal. 

"This team battles. We do. We do a good job our 
giving ourselves a chance. We just have to elimi
nate nfr,takcs at crucial times. When you make nHs
takes. you eliminate chances to win:· 

Both teams used multiple pitchers. 
Lance Hartley - the Dragon ·s third pitcher of the 

game - ended up recording the win in relief. Hartley 
struck one while 110 1 walking one in his inning of 
work on the bump. 

Coy Angel started the game on the mound. and 
he ~truck out nine while walking four in his five
plus innings or work. I le was relieved by Isaac Ball 
following the back-to-back walks of Connm s and 
Hair. Batt did not record a strikeout or a walk in his 
one inning on the mound . 

"Coy pitched wen: · Coach Angel said. "He runs 
into issues when Ile lws a lot of strikeouts because 
his pitch count goes up yuickly. He moved 1hc ball 
around. I made a bad call on a pitch. A<lmn and I 
talked about it. 

"I brought Isaac ball in. He throws strikes. I 
thought he could get us out of that inninl!. 

''Tl1en. I brouiT1t Hartley into the g,une. Lance 
is tough when he is healthy. Plus. they hadn·t seen 
him this season. We were holding him bn<:k ... 

Parker Hane) ,tarted the game for Madonna He 
struck out six \,hilt: walking two in five innin~~ of 
work. Matt 1\maismcicr came on to start the sixth. 
He did not recrnd ,1 strikeout and walked one while 
going the rest of t'1c way. 

··we pitched Parker at the beginning of thl' week. 
so he would be ready for today. We pitt·hcd Matt 
earlier in the week. so he would be readv in relief. 
We were lookin !c! ahead. -

"The la:-.t l 6 d.iys we have had a tight schedule. 
We have made plans for our guys. We wanted 10 
make sure we had P;1rkcr a11d Matt available •• 

The Dragon, :·cored two runs in the first to 1:ikc 
an early two-run lead. Coy Angel brought h011 1e the 
first run with a !!l'Olllldout. and Ball doubled home 
the second run 1naking it 2-0. 

The Blue Oons answered right back with a pair of 
runs in the second. Luc.is McAllister and Griskev
ich each singled home a run to knot the score at .2. 

Cameron regained the lead and the momentum 
by scoring two~more runs in the third. Ball brought 
home the first run with a base hit. and Nate Haeber
le doubled home the second run. 

The victors extended their lead with a run in fifth. 
Hacberle plated hi, , econd run of the game - this 
one coming on a sacrifice fly to extend Cameron's 
advantage to three runs ;.It S-2. 

"We did not have a lot of walks today:· Baire 
said. "We allowed a lot of walks last year. It is 
tough when you arc walking guys and making mis
takes. We have eliminated the walks. We just have 
to clean things up defenc;1vely. 

''We have young guys. and they arc making 
voung mistakes. The best thing about freshmen i ~ 
they arc sophomurc~: · ~ 

Both teams arc ~chcduled to play Monday. Ma
donna is ,lated to pla~ I insly at home at Bown1an 
Field. while C mlCHl!l i~ set to play Ri ver on the 
road. 

Mother's 
Day 

Pendant 

NOW MORE THAN EVER 
TELL MOM & GRANDMA 
"wE LOI/€ YOt/'' 

PIRATES 
(Continued from Page 9) 

YANKEES 6, ROYALS 4 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP} 

Aaron Judge homered twice to run 
his long-ball streak to three straight 
games, added the tying RBI in 
the seventh inning and helped the 
New York Yankees rally past the 
Kansas City Royals for their ninth 
straight win. 

ANGELS 6, WHITE SOX 5 
CHICAGO (AP) - Mike Trout 

homered, doubled and scored three 
runs. Michael Lorenzen pitched 
into the ninth inning and Los An
geles held off Chicago for its sev
enth win in eight games. 

MARINERS 7, MARLINS 3 
MIAMI (AP) - Logan Gil

bert kept up his run of impressive 
starts. Julio Rodriguez hit his first 
major league homer and the Seattle 
ended Miami's seven-game win
ning streak. 

DODGERS 6, TIGERS 3 
LOS ANGELES (AP) - Walk

er Buehler (3-1) pitched five 
scoreless innings and Los Angeles 
beat Detroit and overcame Miguel 
Cabrera's 503rd career home run 
and his first this season. 

BLUE JAYS 3, ASTROS 2 
TORONTO (AP) - Santiago 

Espinal drove in the go-ahead run 
with an RBI single in the seventh 
inning. Bo Bichette added a two
run homer and Toronto edged 
Houston. 

CUBS 2, BREWERS 0 
MILWAUKEE (AP) - Marcus 

Stroman threw two-hit ball for sev
en innings. outpitching Cy Young 
A ward winner Corbin Burnes and 
leading Chicago over Milwaukee. 

RANGERS7.BRAVES3 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) 

- Adolis Garcia highlighted a 
three-hit four-RBI day with a bas-

JARRY 
(Continued from Page 9) 

Forward Jason Zucker is likely 
also out for the beginning of the 
series with nn undisclosed injury 
sustained in a loss to Edmonton 
last Tuesday. 

es-clearing triple in the third inning 
to help Texas beat Atlanta. 

CARDINALS 7, D-BACKS 5 
ST. LOUIS (AP) - Harrison 

Bader and Nolan Arenado hom
ered in the seventh inning to help 
St. Louis rally past Arizona and 
win for the third time in five games 
and salvage a split of the four
game series. 

NATIONALS 11, GIANTS S 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -

Yadiel Hernandez drove in a ca
reer-high five runs with three hits 
as Washington beat San Francisco. 
GUARDIANS 7, ATHLETICS 3 

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -
Triston McKenzie threw 6 1/3 
scoreless innings and Cleveland 
completed its first sweep in Oak
land in 22 years. 

Franmil Reyes, mired in a l-for-
27 slump entering the day, had a 
two-run single in the third when 
Cleveland scored four times to take 
control at 5-0. Andres Gimenez 
had two hits and an RBI, finishing 
6 for 12 with six RBIs in the three
game series. 

McKenzie (1-2) held the A's 
to three hits, struck out seven and 
walked one as Cleveland swept a 
series at the Oakland Coliseum for 
the first time since April l 0-12, 
2000. 

TWINS 9, RAYS 3 
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) 

- Jorge Polanco drove in four 
runs with a pair of doubles, Car
los Correa had his fourth straight 
game with multiple hits and Min
nesota beat Tampa Bay. 

ROCKIES 10, REDS 1 
DENVER (AP) - Kyle Free

land tossed seven strong innings 
for his first win of the season and 
Colorado completed a series sweep 

Injuries have dogged Zucker 
this season, limiting him to just 41 
games. 

The Penguins are otherwise 
healthy. though they face a daunt-

of struggling Cincinnati. 
ORIOLES 9, RED SOX 5 

BALTIMORE (AP) - Jordan 
Lyles pitched six gritty innings, 
Rougned Odor homered in a six
run sixth and Baltimore beat skid
ding Boston. 

SATURDAY 
GUARDIANS 3, ATHLETICS 1 

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -
Pinch-hitter Richie Palacios hit 
a two-out, two-run double in the 
ninth inning and Cleveland took 
advantage of a key error to beat 
Oakland. 

It was I -all with one out in the 
Cleveland ninth with a runner on 
first when Oscar Mercado hit a 
potential double-play grounder to 
rookie second baseman Nick Al
len, who misplayed it for an error. 
Palacios hit a towering double on a 
3-1 pitch from Dany Jimenez (I-
1 ). 

Nick Sandlin ( l -1 ) earned the 
win and Emmanuel Clase picked 
up his fourth save for the Guard
ians, who won their second straight 
after a seven-game losing streak .. 

PIRATES 7, PADRES 6 
IO INNINGS 

PITTSBURGH (AP) - Ke'Bry
an Hayes singled in the tying run 
and scored the winning run on an 
error as Pittsburgh scored twice in 
the bottom of the l 0th inning to 
beat San Diego and snap a four
game losing streak. 

Hayes hit a leadoff single into 
center field off Luis Garcia (0-1) 
that scored automatic runner Jake 
Marisnick with the tying run. First 
baseman Eric Hosmer then mis
played Bryan Reynolds' ground 
ball. The ball rolled down the 
right-field line and Hayes scored 
from first base. 

ing task in the Rangers. New York 
won three of four meetings during 
the regular season. limiting Pitts
burgh to just four goals total in the 
process. 

NAILER$ - ------------------------
(Continued from Page 9) 
'You·re going to get 

your chances. now you 
have to come through 
and turn the page on the 
chances you had before.· 
Credit to the guys. They 
did exactly that and what 
a shot bv Houde." 

The first period nearly 
went bv scoreles~ until 
just 3 ~econds remained 
on the clock. 

It was not too late for 
Whceling·s Matthew 
Qucrcia.~however. as he 
tipped a shot by teammate 

said. "We had a good pe
riod tied at 0-0 and it's 
'Good job guys. ' But to 
score that goal with 3 
seconds on the clock is 
huge, especially by the 
guys who did it. It's the 
third line. it's the hard
nosed guys like (Dylan) 
MacPherson. Guys who 
play hard minutes. To 
come through in that sit
uation is huge. 

"The guys were really 
excited because that's a 
big momentum builder 
moving into the second 

Then, it was Josh Man
iscalco's time to shine as 
the defenseman created a 
steal and took off flying 
down the ice on a break
away. 

That was all she wrote 
as he delivered a beau
ty of a back-hander past 
Fort Wayne goalie Samu
el Harvey to create a 2-1 
cushion at 6:24 of the 
second. 

"Many's goal was in
credible," Anny said. 
"There was a little frus
tration because we hadn't 

the game and there is a 
lot going on on the bench 
right now." 

Fort Wayne evened 
the score once more 
when Wheeling goalie 
Louis-Philip Guindon 
went for a puck behind 
the net but didn't see 
Fort Wayne·s Matthew 
Boudens. who beat Guin
don to the front for a 
short-handed goal. 

Again, the Nailers re
fused to get down on 
themselves and Houde 
provided the late-game 



AP Photo 
Kenny Pickett. Pittsburgh's first-round draft pick, 
meets with reporters on Friday. 

Steelers Finish 
Offensive Retool 

PITI~BURGH (AP) - The on-the-fly retooling 
of the Pittsburgh Steelers offense is nearly complete. 

Outgoing general manager Kevin Colbert ended 
his ?0-plus-rea~ tenure ~ith the organization by in
vesting heavily m offensive skill players in his final 
draft. with the hope that his still-unnamed successor 
is well-positioned for the future. 

"(Colbert's) impact on us will continue to be felt 
played out in the lives of the men we selected·· coach 
Mike Tomlin said. ' 

A potential franchise quarterback in Kenny Pick
ett? Check. A field-stretching wide receiver in 
George Pickens? Check. A versatile and speedy slot 
guy in Calvin Austin III? Check. 

Throw them into the mix with the top of the 2021 
draft _class that featured running back Najee Harris 
and tight end Pat Freiermuth and it's clear the Steel
ers have loaded up on young and relatively inexpen
sive talent (at least in the short-term). 

Now comes the hard part: making it all fit togeth
er. The quicker the better. 

The Steelero;; are making a point to give Pickett -
taken_ with the 20th oyerall pick on Thursday - ev
erything he needs to hit the ground running whenever 
Tomlin ultimately hands him the keys to coordinator 
Matt Canada's offense. 

That may come as soon as Week I, though it's 
more likely Pickett starts his rookie season on the 
bench behind Mitch Trubisky - who signed as a 
free agent in March - or Mason Rudolph. That's 
the small picture. 

Zoom out and Pickett will be given every last 
chance to succeed as the long-term answer to Ben 
Roethlisberger's retirement. How that pans out 
won't be known for years. 

I[ things get sideways, as it did for Trubisky in 
Chicago after the Bears took him second overall in 
2017. no one will be able to say it's because the 
Steelers didn't try to give him all the playmakers 
ncc~ssary to keep up in today's points-happy NFL. 

Pittsburgh overhauled the offensive line for a sec
ond straight offseason, signing free agents James 
Daniel and Mason Cole, cutting Zach Banner and 
re-signing right tackle Chukwuma Okorafor. The 
Steelers dealt with the departure of wide receivers 
JuJu. Smith-Schuster _and Ray-Ray McCloud by 
draftmg the 6-foot-3 Pickens and the 5-7 Austin and 
grabbing return specialist Gunner Olszewski and 
6-4 Miles Boykin on the cheap on the open market. 

"The more weapons, you have the better," Canada 
said. 'The more competition you have in your room, 
the better. We' re excited." 

Albeit inexperienced. 
There·s a very real chance the oldest offensive 

starter in the 2022 season opener will be the Tru
bisky, who turns 28 in August. Compare that to the 
2020 opener which included five starters in their 
30s - quarterback Roethlisberger, tight end Vance 
McDonald and offensive linemen Maurkice Pounc
ey. David Decastro and Alejandro Villanueva. 

If Pickett wins the job out of training camp, Pick
ens emerges as the No. 3 receiver and Cole gets the 
nod at center. the combined career starts for Pitts
burgh's Week I lineup would be 244 - or three 
Jess than Roethlisberger made during his 18-year 
career. The Steelers added another arm for training 
camp by drafting South Dakota State quarterback 
Chns Oladukon in the seventh round. 

LEANING ON LEAL? 
Pittsburgh appears to be banking on the return of 

veteran _defensiv~ tackle Tyson Alualu to help shore 
up a umt that finished last (32nd) against the run in 
2021. The Steelers did take Texas A&M's DeMar
\'in Leal in the third round, but the 6-4, 283-pound 
L~al ~oesn ' t fit the mold of a run stopper. That job 
will likely fall to Alualu, who missed almost all of 
last season after fracturing his ankle, and Montravi
us Adams. who agreed to a two-year deal in March 
after coming over in a trade last fall. 

While defensive coordinator Teryl Austin likes 
Leal's versatility, Leal is built more like a defensive 
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Toronto Downs.Central in 2A Final 
By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

RICHMOND - The Toronto 
baseball team has endured its fair 
share of ups and downs this spring. 

Veteran and highly successful 
head coach Brian Perkins some
what expected that when consider
ing the number of youngsters the 
Red Knights have in their every 
day lineup. 

However, something else that's 
always seemingly expected from 
!he Re~ Knights is they' II be play
mg their best at tournament time. 

Case in point was Saturday 
at the gorgeous Edison ba!->eball 
field where Toronto pocketed the 
~chool's I 0th Ohio Valley Athlet
ic Conference championship with 
a 6-3 victory against Wheeling 
Central. 

"This is very rewarding for the 
fact that we have such a youn" 
team," Perkins said. "We start fou~ 
freshmen and three sophomores 
and only one senior. but these kids 
really showed up (Saturday) and 
played with a lot of passion and 
guts:' 

The Maroon Knights. who took 
out top-seeded and defendino 
champion Shadyside in the semifi~ 
nals, came into the conference title 
game playing some of their best 
baseball of the season and jumped 
on the Red Knights to a tune of 
two runs in the top of the first. 

However. Toronto. which is 
now tied for sixth in OV AC his
tory for most baseball title~. d1dn 't 
flinch. 

"Our kids were excited. but we 
knew we had seven more at-bats. 
so there was no panic," Perkm!-, 
'iaid. "This was an all-around. 
good team effort. We put ,ome 
pressure on them and were sue 
cessful. .. 

The pressure that Perkins is 
speaking came from the Red 
Knight offense against Maroon 
Knight ace Ben Foster. who 
pitched relatively well. Howev-

.... .. 
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. Photo by Seth Staskey 
Wheeling Central shortstop Peyton Hildebrand tags out Toronto's Na
than Brownfield on Saturday in the OVAC 2A Championship Game. 

er, Central's defense was charged home by Zane Kinsey. 
with six errors behind him and Kinsey later moved around to 
only one of the Toronto runs was third on a smgle by Evan Wolter 
earned. and another fieldin!! blunder a, -

"Give credit to Toronto because lowed K1m,ey to trothomc 
their kid pitched a really good The Km.;hts got a run in the 
game and they have a great team," sixth and threatened for more 
Central head coach Jason Rowe Seth Cover. who had a RBI earlier 
said. ··we gave them a few runs. in the game. drove m Garv Hat 
which hurt us." field on a groundout to short. Ca 

Those errors started early. To- den Ondrejko and Eli Tucker fol
ronto struck for three runs in the lowed with back-to-back singles. 
home half of the first and not one but Bouscher wa!-, unfazed 
was earned. Nathan Brownfield He calmly induced a pop out to 
had the only RBI in the first m right to thwart the rallv. 
ning, which drove in Dom Baus "Dom has been a· big payer 
cher. who led off the game with a for us all vear.'' Perkim !-,aid " He 
single. attacked the zone against a very 

Toronto put together three sin- good Wheeling Central team And 
gles and received another Central I can't ~ay enough about our guys 
error in the second to push across behind him. makm~ the routine 
another run, making it 4-2. play!-> to get the JOb done. w·,th 

The score remained that way Dom on the mound . we knew 
until the Red Knights got some we 're gomg to have a shot m everv 
two-out lightning in the fourth. game and he showed that today ... • 

Bouscher, who was named the Bouschcr fini~hed with four 
game's MVP and received the strikeouts and allowed just five 
commemorative bat, laced a triple hits with nothing more than a sin 
to the fence in left and was driven gle. Offensive!). he had three hits. 
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SATURDAY'S BEST 
GOLF 

■ 3 p.m. - The Mexi
can Open, Third Round, 
CBS 

MLB 
■ 6:30 p.m. - San 

Diego at Pittsburgh, 
ATT 

NFL 
■ Noon-NFL 

Draft Rounds 4-7, Las 
Vegas,ABC,ESPN. NFL 
Network 

SUNDAY'S BEST 
NASCAR 

■ 3 p.m. -The 
DuraMAX Drydene 400 
at Dover Motor Speed
way, FS1 

GOLF 
■ 3 p.m. - The Mex

ican Open, Final Round, 
CBS 

MLB 
■ 1:35 p.m. -San 

Diego at Pittsburgh, 
ATT 
■ 7 p.m. - Philadel

phia at New York Mets, 
ESPN 

NBA 
■ 1 p.m. - Eastern 

Conference Semifinal, 
Miluakee at Boston, 
Game 1, ABC 
■ 3:30 p.m. - West

ern Conference First 
Round, Minnesota at 
Memphis, Game 7, ABC 

Komets Even Series 
With Nailers in OT 

Photo by Joe Lonll 
Wheeling's Shaw Boomhower, Jell, tangles with Fort Wayne's Anthony Petruzzel
li during Friday night's playoff game Inside WesBanco Arena. 

Game 5 Slated for 7: 10 p.m. Saturday 
By CODY TOMER 

Sports Writer 
WHEELING The Wheeling 

Nailers rallied from 3- l down to force 
overtime on Friday night but Fort 
Wayne got the final laugh. 

With 5: I 7 showing on the clock in 
the extra period. Mark Rassell cor
ralled a rebound and wrapped it around 
Wheeling goalie Louis-Philip Guindon 
for the game-winner as the Komets 
evened the Central Division Semifinal 
series at 2-2 with a 4-3 triumph inside 

WesBanco Arena. 
Wheeling hosts Game 5 Saturday at 

7:10 p.m. 
"In games like this everyone feels like 

they have to do something a little extra," 
Nailers' coach Derek Anny said as he 
broke down the game-winning goal by 
the Komets. "For us it was turned over 
in the O-Z.One and it went back into our 
zone. Unfortunately we couldn't get it 
out so we went to their point. 

Please see NAU,ERS, Page C2 

Photo by Cod} Nespor 
.Wheeling Park starter Gian Degenova delivers a 
pitch during Friday's OV AC Class SA Champion
ship against Morgantown at Edison High School. 
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Morgantown 
Dethrones Park 
By CODY NESPOR 

Sports Writer 
RICHMOND 

Taking advantage of 
your opportunities is 
important in many as
pects of one's life, and 
baseball is no different. 

In the OV AC Class 
SA Championship 
played at the brand-new 
facilities at Edison High 
School, the team that 
cashed in on its oppor
tunities ended the night 
with a trophy, while the 
team that didn't went 
home empty-handed. 

Morgantown was the 
team that won, defeat
ing defending champi
on Wheeling Park by a 
final score of 8-2. 

The Mohigans ( I 6-5) 
scored in every inning 
where they got a run
ner on base. Park (8- 7) 
meanwhile left seven 
runners stranded. 

"Anytime you have 
an opportunity to score 
and you take advan-

tage of it. it feels really 
good," said acting Mor
gantown coach Brandon 
Wisman. "We didn't 
waste too many oppor
tunities today and that's 
how you win. You can't 
waste your opportunities 
and we didn't." 

Morgantown· s first 
opportunity to score 
came right away as Aar
on Jamison's automatic 
double put runners on 
second and third with 
one out in the top of 
the first inning. Jeffrey 
Poach's single scored 
both runners and gave 
the Mohigans a 2-0 ad
vantage. 

"Getting a head start 
is always a big. big ad
vantage:· Wisman said. 
"Giving your pitcher a 
two-run lead before he 
even throws a pitch is a 
very big boost in confi
dence.·· 

Please see DETHKONES 
Page C2 

Steelers Take WR Pickens, DL Leal in NFL Draft 
I NFL DRAFT SECOND & THIRD ROUNDS I •• 

SECOND ROUND 
33. Tampa Bay (from Jacksonville), Lo
gan Hall, de, Houston. 
34. Green Bay {from DET through MIN), 
Christian Watson, wr. North Dakota 
State. 
35. Tennessee {from N.Y. Jets), Roger 
McCreary, cb, Auburn. 
36. N.Y. Jets (from N.Y. Giants), Breece 
Hall, rb, Iowa State. 
37. Houston, Jalen Pitre, s, Baylor. 
38. Atlanta (from CAR through NYJ and 
NYGI, Arnold Ebiketie, de, Penn State. 
39. Chicago, Kyler Gordon, cb, Washing
ton. 
40. Seattle (from Denver), Boye Mafe, lb, 
Minnesota. 
41. Seattle, Kenneth Walker Ill, rb, Mich
igan State. 
42. Minnesota (from Washington 
through Indianapolis), Andrew Booth, 
cb, Clemson. 
43. N.Y. Giants (from Atlanta), Wan'Dale 
Robinson, wr, Kentucky. 
44. Houston (from Cleveland), John 
Metchie Ill. wr, Alabama. 
45. Baltimore, David Ojabo, lb, Michi
gan. 
46. Detroit (from Minnesota), Joshua 
Paschal, de, Kentucky. 
47. Washington (from Indianapolis), Phi
darian Mathis, dt, Alabama. 
48. Chicago (from L.A. Chargers), 
Jaquan Brisker, s, Penn State. 
49. New Orleans, Alontae Taylor, cb, 
Tennessee. 
50. New England (from Miami through 
Kansas City), Tyquan Thornton, wr, Bay
lor. 
51. Philadelphia, Cam Jurgens, c, Ne
braska. 
52. Pittsburgh, George Pickens, wr, 
Georgia. 

53. Indianapolis {from LV through GB 
and MIN). Alec Pierce, wr, Cincinnati. 
54. Kansas City (from New England), 
Skyy Moore, wr, Western Michigan. 
55. Arizona, Trey McBride, te, Colorado 
State. 
56. Dallas, Sam Williams, de, Mississip
pi. 
57. Tampa Bay (from Buffalo), Luke Goe
deke, g, Central Michigan. 
58. Atlanta (from Tennessee), Troy An
dersen, lb, Montana State. 
59. Minnesota (Green Bay), Ed Ingram, 
g, LSU. 
60. Cincinnati (from Tampa Bay through 
Buffalo). Cam Taylor-Britt. cb, Nebraska. 
61. San Francisco, Drake Jackson, lb, 
Southern Cal. 
62. Kansas City, Bryan Cook, s, Cincin
nati. 
63. Buffalo (from Cincinnati), James 
Cook, rb, Georgia. • 
64. Denver (from L.A. Rams), Nik Bonit
to, lb, Oklahoma. 

THIRD ROUND 
65. Jacksonville, Luke Fortner, c, Ken
tucky. 
66. Minnesota (from Detroit), Brian Asa
moah, lb, Oklahoma. 
67. N.Y. Giants, Joshua Ezeudu, g. North 
Carolina. 
68. Cleveland (from Houston), Martin 
Emerson, cb, Mississippi State. 
69. Tennessee (from N.Y. Jets), Nicholas 
Petit-Frere, ot, Ohio State. 
70. Jacksonville (from Carolina), Chad 
Muma, lb, Wyoming. 
71. Chicago, Ve!us Jones, wr, Tennes
see. 
72. Seattle, Abraham Lucas, ot, Wash
ington State. 
73. Indianapolis (from Washington), 
Jelani Woods, te, Virginia. 

74. Atlanta, Desmond Ridder, qb, Cincin
nati. 
75. Houston (from Denver), Christian 
Harris, lb, Alabama. 
76. Baltimore, Travis Jones, dt, Con
necticut. 
77. Indianapolis (from Minnesota), Bern
hard Raimann, ot, Central Michigan. 
78. Cleveland. Alex Wright, de, UAB. 
79. L.A. Chargers, JT Woods, s, Baylor. 
80. Denver (from New Orleans through 
Houston), Greg Dulcich, te, UCLA. 
81. N.Y. Giants (from Miami), Cordale 
Flott, cb, LSU. 
82. Atlanta (from Indianapolis), DeAnge
lo Malone, lb, Western Kentucky. 
83. Philadelphia, Nakobe Dean, lb, Geor
gia. 
84. Pittsburgh, DeMarvin Leal, dt, Texas 
A&M. 
85. New England, Marcus Jones, cb, 
Houston. 
86. Tennessee (from Las Vegas), Malik 
Willis, qb, liberty. 
87. Arizona, Cameron Thomas, de, San 
Diego State. 
88. Dallas, Jalen Tolbert, wr, South Al
abama. 
89. Buffalo, Terrel Bernard, lb, Baylor. 
90. Las Vegas (from Tennessee), Dylan 
Parham, g, Memphis. 
91. Tampa Bay, Rachaad White, rb, Ari
zona State. 
92. Green Bay, Sean Rhyan, g, UCLA. 
93. San Francisco, Tyrion Davis-Price, 
rb, LSU. 
94. Carolina (from KC through NE), Matt 
Corral, qb, Mississippi. 
95. Cincinnati, Zachary Carter, de, Flor 
ida. 
96. Indianapolis (from L.A. Rams through 
Denver), Nick Cross, s, Maryland. 

AP Photo 
Georgia's George Pickens catches a pass in front of 
Alabama's Kool-Aid McKlnstry during the National 
Championship. 

PITTSBURGH (AP) 
- George Pickens could 
have taken his time while 
rehabbing from a torn 
ACL in his right knee suf
fered last March. Could 
have used all of 202 I to 
recover. Could have tak
en a redshirt at Georgia 
and pointed toward the 
202 3 NFL draft. 

It would have been 
safe, sure. The wide re-

believe it was necessary. 
Not with the Bulldogs 
chasing a national title. 
And not with a chance to 
head to the pros with so 
many of his teammates. 

Less than nine months 
after being injured. Pick
ens made an impact in 
Georgia's run through 
the College Football 
Playoff. Ju~t over a year 
removed from a bad step 

ceiver, however, didn't Please see DRAtT. Page Cl 



And suddenly there Pick
ett was on Friday afternoon. 
running on adrenaline after a 
whirlwind 18 or so hours in 
which the kid from New Jersey 
who ·envisioned himself being 
drafted in the first round as a 
7-year-old stood next to Pitts• 
burgh Steelers president Art 
Rooney IL a No. I jersey m 
his hand after t he franchise he 
worked next door for a half-de
cade made him the 20th overall 
pick in the 2022 draft - the 
only QB in the first round. too. 

Trubisky and Mason Kudolph 
for the right to be the starter in 
Week I. The expectations of 
a fervid fanba:.e. If he wanted 
the easier road. he could have 
come out last vear. been a 
mid-round pick and not had to 

offense to Pickett, who then 
proceeded to engineer a stag
gering upset. 

Pickett's breakout season 
cam~ last· yea~ when he led the 
Panthers to their first ACC ti
tle, was named the conference 
Player of the Year and finished 
third in the Heisman Trophy 
voting. 

Pickett expects to start div
ing into the playbook the sec
ond things start _to slow down. 
And he expects to throw every
thing he has into walking out of 
the locker room in early Sep
tember with the first string. 

tenmg lO peop1e uu uauu11a1 
television debate the size of his 
hands. All that is over. Now 
he can just pour himself into 
his work. H's the only way he 
knows how. 

Pickett admits he is obsessed 
with the little things required 
to get better. A year ago, he 
was pa11 of an incredibly small 
group who thought he'd be 
here. Now he is. Underestimate 
him at vour own risk. 

shoulder any of it. 
That's simply not the way 

he's wired. Pitt coach Pat Nar
duzzi realized that not long af
ter Pickett mTi ved on campus 

''That's just his makeup," 
Narduzzi said. "You want 
a guy who wants to go play 
now.'' 

Pickett understands the pres
sure that come.s with the ter
ritory. He knows he's being 

in January 20 I 7. 
"He's still mad I didn't 

play him his freshman year 
every game.'' said Narduzzi. 
who waited until the 20 I 7 
regular-season finale against 

So don't expect Pickett ro 
settle for settling in while Tru
bi~ky and Rudolph jockey for 
the right to follow The Guy. 
Pickett is already well-ac
quainted with Steelers offen
sive coordinator Matt Canada. 
who recruited Pickett in 2016 

While Pickett is technically a 
rookie. he will tum 24 in June. 
General manager Kevin Col
bert likened Pickett's 2021 to 
that of a first-year pro. As im
pressive as he was on the field 
while throwing for 42 touch-

"The.re· s plenty of areas I 
can improve. so l don't know 
what my cei ling will be.'' he 
said. "You know. we'll have to 
find out in a few years."' 

NAILERS ------
Omti1111t'djrm,1 P11_i:c· c/ 

'·Our weak side winu went out and our 'D" left 
the net front to also go out and we just weren't able 
to gel the block and then we weren't able to get the 
stick at the net front.·· 

Despite the loss. Wheeling outshot Fort Wayne 
39-27. 

"Looking at it now. l thought we were for sure 
the better team (Friday)."' Army ~aid. ''Five-on-five 
we pushed the pace and we dictated pretty much 
everything out there. Overall it was a great effort 
and a great game ... 

Rassel! also got the scoring started as he tapped 
in a shot from in front of the net on the power play. 

Cam Hausingcr evened the score for Wheeling 
at 12:03 only to see the Komets strike again as Ol
iver Cooper gave Fort Wayne a 2-1 edge heading 
into the second period. 

After a -.corele:-.s second. Will Graber pocketed 
his second goal of the postseason on a power play 
just 56 seconds into the third period to create a 3-1 
Komcts cushion. 

Nonetheless. the Nailers battled back. 
Hausinger got the rally started at 4:0 I of the 

third with his second goal of the game and his 
fourth of the playoffs as he received a pass from 
Josh Maniscalco in front of the net and fired a shot 
as he fell to the ground to light the lamp. cutting the 
deficit to 3-2. 

"He's a playoff type player," Army said of 
Hausinger. "He scored all of our winning goals 
down the stretch and that line has been terrific for 
us. He i'> arguably the best player in the series right 
now. He doe:,, e\erything right and he is selling ev
erything out for the team. As a coach, I love coach
ing him ... 

Four second:-. after a tripping penalty on Fort 
Wayne's Connor Jone.s gave Wheeling a 5-on-3 
advantage. Maniscalco received a pass off the face 
off and sent a rocket into the back of the net to tie 
the game at 3-3 with 9: 12 remaining. 

Both teams had opportunities down the stretch 
but could not capitalize a,; the game went to over
time. setting the <;tage for the Komets to pull even 
in the series and set up a monstrous Game 5 Sat
urday. 

"V./e had some great chances but unfortunately 
s,omc didn"t go in ... Army said. "Now it will be 
about mentality getting ready for the next game. 
They are the older team. They've been through the 
playoff'> so it's not new to them. It's a little new to 
us but we'll be ready to go Saturday. We'll take a 
lot of positives away from this game.'' 

- - - ---
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Great Low Rates on 
Vehicle Le.ans! 

Check Out Our Latest 
Rates Online! 

FIRST CHOICE AMERICA 

·All loans subiect to credit approval. Membership 
eligibility requ red Federally insured by NCUA. 

DETHRONES DRAFT ------
Cmrtinuedf rom Page CI 

"They hit the ball when they had to. They 
had timely hitting and were able to take 
advantage of their situations." 

Not that Morgantown 
starter Maddox Bauers 
needed the confidence 
boost. as he cruised 
through three scoreless 
mnings to begin his out
ing. 

When runners did get 
on. Bauers appeared to 
k.Ic_k into high gear as he 
induced double plays in 
both the third and fourth 
innings. 

''Their guy pitched a 
good game,·- said Park 
coach Steve Myers. "We 
had a few opportunities 
and just weren't able to 
take advantage of them .• , 

Morgantown started to 
add insurance runs in the 
top of the fourth as Weston 
Mazey" s sacrifice fly made 
it a 3-0 lead. 

Park broke through 
in the bottom of the in
ning on an RBI single 
by Grant Simon, but a 
double play limited what 
they could do. 

Morgantown began to 
pull away in the top of 
the fifth. with RBIs from 
Poach. Caleb Cottle and 
Ty Galusky. 

''They hit the ball 
when they had to.'' My
ers said. 'They had time
ly hitting and were able 
to take advantage of 
their situations.'' 

Park shortstop Mi
chael Bittinger drove in 
a run in the bottom of the 
fifth. but Morgantown 
scored in each of the last 
four innings to preserve 
their 8-2 victory. 

- Wheeling Park coach 
Steve Myers 

Bauers pitched all sev
en innings. allowing five 
hits and five walks with 
only one strikeout. but 
he induced soft contact 
when he needed it and 
the Mohigans played 
spotless defense behind 
him. 

··J think he kept us 
off-balance. we were 
on our front foot a lot." 
Myers said. Our timing 
looked a little off and 
hitting is all about tim
ing. 

··tte was able to make 
pitches when it count
ed and get some double 
plays." 

Catcher Luke Marsh 
was the onlv Patriot with 
multiple hits. two sin
gles, as Bittinger and Si
mon collected the team·s 
RBI. 

Gian Degcnova start
ed on the~ mound for 
Park. allowing six runs 
in 5 I /3 innings while 
striking out 1hree. 

Poach led Morgan
town with two singles 
and three RBI while 
Ryan Fluharty and Caleb 
Nutter both had two sin
gles and a run driven in. 
Cottle had an RBI dou
ble in the top of the fifth. 

"We preach to our 
guys to get a pitch 
that thev can hit. drive 
through· the baseball 
and drive runs in,'' Wis
man said. "There was no 
gameplan (Friday). the 
gameplan was to play 
baseball.'' 
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that threatened his ca
reer, Pickens is the lat
est member of a youth 
movement on a Pitts
burgh Steelers offense 
that will try to make up 
for in fresh legs what it 
might lack in experience. 

The Steelers grabbed 
the 6-foot-3 Pickens in 
the second round of the 
draft on Friday night, 
won over by his play
making ability and the 
tenacity with which he 
recovered from shred
ding his knee. 

Pickens caught just 
five passes for 107 yards 
in 2021. one of them a 
52-yarder in the blowout 
win over Alabama in the 
national championship. 

Pittsburgh then added 
Texas A&M defensive 
lineman DeMarvin Leal 
in the third round, giv
ing the Steelers depth at 
a position decimated by 
injuries last fall. 

The Steelers were 
aware of Pickens before 
he got hurt during the 
fourth day of Georgia's 
spring drills. 

What they saw upon 
his return did little to 
change their mind about 
his potential. 

"He didn't have a 
huge role, but he came 
back and played late. 
had some significant 
plays, and fought to get 
back out there and play:· 
Steelers offensive co
ordinator Matt Canada 
said. "To me, that's a 
great show of his charac
ter right there. He could 
have easily said. ''Hey. 
I'm going to get healthy 
and wait."' 

Instead, Pickens cush
ions the blow of losing 
JuJu Smith-Schuster 
to Kansas City in free 
agency. Pickens joins a 
group that includes Di-
ontae Johnson. Chase 
Claypool and tight end 
Pat Freiermuth. Oh. and 

Mother's 
Day 

Pendant 

•~ • rookie quarterback Ken-
·;i ny Pickett, taken with 

(featuring Billy the Kid & the Regulators) 
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,. the 20th overall pick in 
' ~ the first round. 

... I "I was saying ev
erything happens for a 
reason, so that is also a 
blessing for Kenny to go 
last night and for me to 
go today," Pickens said. 

Pickens caught 85 
passes for 1.240 yards 
in his first two seasons 
with the Bulldogs in 
20 I 9 and 2020 and 
likely would have been 
rated a first-rounder if 
not for his injury. 

He ran a 4.4 7 40-yard 
dash and the Steelers 
practically sprinted to 
the podium to pick him 
up. 

~ ~ it " -~~;-.. ..... ~""~-,;'.,'r,ji:\ ........ i ,.· 
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"We had him as a real
ly high guy coming out 
prior to his injury and 

~ - ·- - - . - . 

• • 

we kept him there.'' Can
ada said. '·He showed us 
on his pro day that he 
was st ill that guy ... 

The selection contin
ues a ~cncrational shift 
on offc~nse that began in 
earnest last April when 
the Steelers grabbed run
ning back Najee Harris 
in the first round and 
Freiermuth in the sec
ond. 

·Tm going to be excit
ed about the vouth.'' Can
ada said. ·'They're will
ing to work and they've 
been here already going. 
I think we 1!0t a real tal
ented group." 

Pickens gives whom
ever the starting quarter
back will be in Week I 
- whether 1t"s Pickett. 
Mitch Trubisky or Ma
son Rudolph - another 
big target to join the 6-4 
Claypool and the 6-5 
Freiermuth. 

Canada believes he 
can have Claypool or 
Pickens line up in the 
slot despite their size 
and the fact all three of 
Pittsburgh's top receiv
ers can get downfield -
Pickens ran the 40-yard 
dash in a respectable 
4.4 7 seconds - should 
onlv make the Steelers 
thai much harder to de
fend. 

"The more weapons 
you have the better." 
Canada said. ·The more 
competition you have in 
anv room. the better." 

The same goes for the 
dcfen<;ive line. which 
is srnartitH! after finish
ing dead last in the NFL 
again\t the run in 2021. 
The loss of veteran de
fensi ve tackle Tyson 
Alualu in Weck 2 and 
the season-long absence 
of Stephon Tuitt turned a 
longtime strength into a 
glaring weakness despite 
the stellar play of All
Pro Cam Heyward. 

Alualu is expected to 
return in the fall. though 
he does turn 35 next 
month while Tuitt 's sta
tus remains uncertain. 

The 6-foot-4 . 
283-pound Leal could 
play either inside or at 
dcfen,ivc end in Pitts
bur£h. He collected 8 
I /2 \ac b last season for 
the Aggie~ amid a ca
reer hi!!;h 58 tackles. 

Now'· he finds himself 
with the chance to line 
up along,ide Heyward, 
with rei~ning NFL De
fen,ivc ~Plaver of the 
Year T.J. Watt standing 
behind him. 

"TJ. he's the craziest 
pas~ rus,her:· Leal said. 
··J can ·1 wait to get to 
work with him. 

"Can't wait to com
bine our talents and gel 
after the QB ... 
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Va entine Silences Harrison Central in OVAC 4A Final 
BY CODY NESPOR 

• Sports Writer 
RICHMOND You·vc 

heard of Christmas 111 July. but 
how about Valentinc·s Dav in 
April? • 

That wa!-1 the :-.ituation al Ed-
' ,n High SL:hool Friday night 

a, Cambridce ri!!ht-hander 
Jack Valcnti11e tnss(:d a com
p,cte-gamc shutout en route 
to rhe Bnbcah claimin!! the 
U\' \C Cl;iss 4/\ Champion
<;h1p 5-0 over Harri~on Cen
tra l. 

'"I le w.1, a workhor,c to
n1gh1. •• C1111bndgc coach Ja. 
m,1,tl l tm c1 \' said oi Vakn
tmc ··He 11 .111ncd up and he did 
wh.it h1.:. was suppDscJ to do. 
He had ,1 11 three pitches work
in!.'. wt!II and he had a couple of 
big punchouts." 

\/;dentine yielded Just seven 
ba,crunncrs across the full sev
en i nnin!!\. ,cattcri Ill! three hits 
,md three walk:-. while ~lrikin!! 
out 11. ~ 

··Basicall v. cn:rv1hin!! was 
1us1 work(ng. I • felt • really 
good."" Valentine said. ··1t fel'I~ 
really good 110 win ). especially 
on this nice field and m front of 
a big crowd. It's a lon~ drive 
home. but it was fun:· •• 

As ~ood as Va lcntmc was. 
llS counterpart did not make it 

cas) on him. The HL1skics had 
their own ace 011 the mound 
in tht' ftlrm of left -hander Trc 
Re>-. 

Rex. who ouHluclcd St. 
ClairsY!llc"s Hunter Hoffman 
in the OVAC semifinal to get 
10 lhc d1amp1011sh1p. stn1ck 
out :-.even \\"hik gi\ ing. up six 
h1h ~me! three \\,il k~. Only one 

of the Bobcats· five runs was 
earned as the Huskies commit
ted four errors in the field be 
hind Rex. 

"'I thought he pitched well 
enough definitely to get a win."" 
said HC coach Mike Valesko. 
"He"s pitched well all yem and 
I felt like (Friday) he was great. 
It"s tough when you·ve got that 
zero on the scoreboard (on of
fense). You feel like you have 
to be perfect in that ~ituation:· 

The game started with plen
ty of excitement a-, both team-; 
loaded the bases in the first 
inning, just for both aces to 
strand all three runners. 

In the top of the frame. Har 
rison Central loaded the base!> 
with one out on two walks and 
an c1rnr onlv for Valentine to 
induce a harmless pop out to 
first base and a ground out to 
the second baseman. 

In the bottom half. Cam
bridge walked and hit back-to
back singles to put thcmselve!-1 
m the exact same situation -
bases loaded with one out. 

Rex, in tum. struck out the 
next two batters - both look 
ing - to escape the jam. 

'·It felt like. in that first in
ning. if we get a hit there then 
you don ·1 know what hap
pens:· Valcsko said. "It\ 2-0 
on a single and then you can 
kind of settle in a gel things go
ing. On the flip side. rm proud 
of our guys for going out in the 
bottom of the first anti gettinl.! 
out of it as we11.·· .. ~ 

Cambridge broke through in 
the bottom of the second in 
ning as Davion Barr scored on 
a pas~ed ball and Caleb Bernd 

Harrison Central only had one 
more baserunner the rest of the 
game. 

"We needed more opportu
nities throughout the game."' 
Valesko said. ··1t felt like we 
only had two chances while it 
felt like they were always put
ting pressure on us. And when 
you·re constantly putting pres
sure on a team. cvenwally it 
will come through."" 

Cambridge put a bow on the 
game with another unw,ual trip 
around the bases when Barr 
tripled over the centerficlder"s 
glove with two ouls in the bot
tom of the "ixth. Barr easily 
reached third base safclv. but a 
poor relay throw afforded him 
the opportunity to come all the 
way home for the Bobcats· 
fifth run. 

'·It was huge for us because 
5.iil!:.:.:.:Z:~:!!!:~::...2~:::;n• Rex was throwing really well."' 

Lowery said. ··But once we got 
into scoring position. we were 
kind of able to do what we 
wanted to do and capitalize on 
their mistakes."' 

Photo h~· Cody Ncspor 
Harrison Central pitcher Tre Rex winds up to throw a pitch during 
Friday's OV AC Class 4A Championship against Cambridge at 
Edi,;on High School. 

hit a groundball to third base 
that allowed Keaton Kyser to 
come home for a 2-0 lead. 

The Bobcab added on in the 
third inninl.! on their first of two 
s0-called ,:-Little Leal!ue home 
runs·· in 1he game. \\'ith Bryce 
Murdock on first base. Valen
tine singled into right field. The 
right fielder misplayed the ball. 
allowing M,1rdock to score and 
Valentine to reach third base. 
Valentine never stopped run
nin!!. hov.:cvcr. and collided at 
hmne pl,nc with Harrison Cen
tral catcher Treston Nemeth. 
who dropped the ball as Valen-

tine was called safe. 
'·I was rounding third and 

stopped at third."' Valentine ex
plained. ··1 saw them throw it 
(home) and it was a bad throw, 
so I just ran home. I don ·t know 
why. The ball got there in front 
of me. and I tried to dive under 
(Nemeth) and I think I hit his 
leg and the ball came out.·· 

The Huskies· next best 
chance to score came in the top 
of the fifth, when they got run
ners on first and second with 
one out. 

Valentine punched out the 
next two batters, however. and 

Fridav's win was a break
throu2h' for the Bobcats. as 
they ~had lost in the OV AC 
semifinals each of the last two 
seasons. 

··we·vc talked about doing 
the little things. which we·ve 
done all year.~ and just getting 
over the hump of the semifi
nals:· Lowery said with a wide 
grin. ··Man. it feels !!feat. lt 
feels good."" ~ 

Bond had Cambridge·s lone 
RBI while Murdock and Val
entine each singled twice. Barr 
finished with a ~~in!.!le and a tri-
ple. ~ 

owman Looks to Defend Hendrick Dominance 
DOVf:R. Del. (AP} 

- Sure. it wa, bright on 
\ lnnda, for the I k ndnd: 
\1otmspnrh team photo 
fiJlcd \\ ill \ rrtuall\· c\·erv 
empl0yee. dri\'cr~ :rnd the 
four cars th,11 !--Wepl the 
tor four :-.rot~ last year 
at Dover. Sun or 1101. 
bkan -cvcd race winner 
Alex ·Bo.wman needed his 
s;h;1dc,. 

··11 \\ih a llllk bit 

... 

rough."' Bowman said 
with a laugh. ··Sunday 
rnizht was a good cele
br:ition with me and my 
team. We got a cool pic
ture. But I have sunglass
es on for a reason. It was 
an enjoyable time:· 

Bowman led a Hen
drick pack that found a 
little slice of history at 
the Monster Mile with 
the 1-2-3-4 finish a year 

ago. Kyle Lar,on kd a 
race-high 263 lap<; and 
fini~hed !-lecond. Cha,e 
Elliott was third and Wil
liam Bvron fou11h. Hen 
drick ivtotor<,porh won 
its 267th NASCAR race 
and now ha~ a record 2 84 
wins headed mto Sun
dav·s race. 

l·lendrick ·omcd Peter 
DePaolo Racing ( 1956 
at Tituw1llc anl I 9:i7 Jt 

North Wilkesboro) and 
Roush Fenway Racing 
(2005 Homestead-Mi
ami Speedway) as the 
only race teams to claim 
the top four spots in a 
Cup Sene!-1 race. 

··J was defimtely glad 
to have the bragging 
rights al being 111 the front 
of that:· Bowman said. 

A vear later. Hendrick 
wouldn "t !->urprise anyone 

To rhc d1.:dicarcd mo1m who give their all to raise great kids. we salure you and everything you do. 

Th.rnk ynu for hringingso much love, joy and support to your families and our community! 

uffr,t/,e,• :,. 9Jqy l(!fli· /:k/ea.i' 
, !l101?/ri1• all t/2e The 
-y,ecial lmlie,r Jeweled Bini 
il'I, IJOIII' I!/<;.' Elegant Gifts, ! 

Diamonds and Gemstones Jewelry ·, 

New and Heirloom Jewelry & Decor£!);~ 
Trending Gifts and Decor ~ tk 

ief'~«-t~ 

verl 
~l"!!!!!!l~~!!!li~I If You Haven't Tried 

Our Wings 
You Don't 

Know What 
You're Missing. 

Mother's Day is May 8th. 
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY! 

FULL MENU BEING SERVED. 

Carry Out Available: 
4pm-10pm Wed-Sat. Noon-7pm Sunday 

Order online at 
www.Droverslnn1848.com 

1001 Washington Pike, Wellsburg 
Located 3 miles East off WV St. Rt. 27 

Wed.-Sat. 4-10pm •Sun. 12-7pm 

if it snagged the first four Gibbs Racin!!. Anv con-
spots again. ccm bv the~.2017 NA-

Ross Chastain of SCAR ·cup Series cham-
Trackhouse Racin!! has pion he won ·1 return to 
emerged as the surprise JGR next season? 
of the season with two ··No. none at all."' 
wins over the first IO Cup Truex said Friday. "Work 
races but Hendrick ha, in progress. I gue,;-;."" 
four. Bowman won the True,. \\ ho in his 
third race of the season in 1 7th fuil Cup \C,,son. re
La~ Vega~. has six top-10 maincd optimi\lic a new 
finishes and has followed deal would be reached for 
up a career-best four win~ at least one more season·· 
in 2021 with the type of driving for Joe Gibbs. 
effort that should stamp Truex~ joined JGR in 
him in the championship 20 l 9 and has 12 of his 
picture. 31 career Cup wins over 

"You alwavs want that span. Thi.! 41-year
more but we're trying old Truex signed a multi
our best to keep that year agreement with JGR 
consistency through the before the 2021 Daytona 
summer:· he said. ··1 500 and remained in the 
think we've been doing a four-car stable. 
good job so far. Just need Truex is pan of a line-
to keep digging:· up at JGR alongside vet-

Bowman drives the erans Dennv Hamlin. a 
No. 48 Chevrolet. the three-time Daytona 500 
same number and man- winner. two-time Cup 
ufacturer that former champion Kyle Busch 
Hendrick driver Jimmie and and Christopher Bell. 
Johnson used on his wav who is in his second full 
toward a track-record season with the team. 
11 wins. Bowman said Busch. who will lose 
after his win he tried to sponsor Mars Corp. at 
run "the Jimmie John- the end of the season. 
son line .. on the concrete expressed unhappiness 
mile track. But the old last week zit Talladega he 
plavbook doesn ·t work doc\ not have a contract 
anymore a!> NASCAR .for 2023: ·-rm not get
moved this season to ting antsy about it. If it 
its "Next Gen·· car and happen~. it happens. If it 
takes it to Dover for the don ·1. it don ·1. Goodbye."' 
first time. Truex said he doesn't 

··Your notebook is out share Busch"s concerns 
the window." Bowman about his future with the 
said. "I wouldn"t have team. 
predicted that it did what ··1 think we·re in differ
it did in Martinsville. I ent ~ituation~.-- he said. 
think while it is hard to ··we haven ·1 talked about 
pass. we've run up front it. So l'm not sure what 
there from really deep in kind of situation he's in. 
the field."" we·re in a good place. 

No matter the car It's just a matter of figur
through the years. Hen- in!! out all the details."' 
drick is usually the Truex. who won four 
h..rtin<T fouAritP ti'\ \1/in tin,r-, b,t ,i":l',On :incl fin-
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HARRISON CEN
TRAL Junior ace Tre 

Rex delivers to the 
plate during Satur

day's OVAC Class 4A 
semifinal against St. 

Clairsville. Rex threw a 
complete game to lead 

the Huskies to the 
conference champion
ship game, which will 
be played this Friday 

at Edison High School ,~_._...,......., 
at approximately 8 . 
p.m. against Cam

bridge 

Monday, 

April 25, 2022 -
Ferry rallies past 
Fort Frye in 3A 
By BUBBA KAPRAL 
For The Times Leader 

MARTINS FERRY - It was baseball at its finest. 
played between two quality programs with much at 
stake. 

Fort Frye made the trek to the Purple City Satur
day afternoon for an OY AC 3A semifinal contest. 
matching the 8-2 Cadets r-------== 
against the Purple Rid
ers, owning an identical 
mark. with both squads 
boasting mound aces. 

After seven well
played innings, Coach 
Anthony Reasbeck's re
silient Riders pulled out 
a come-from-behind 2-1 
triumph. The hosts did 
not score until their sixth a"3l~...tl.l 
at-bat. 

Harrison outlasts St. C. in 4A 
The win propels the 

Purple into the OV AC 
title game against 
Barnesville. The Sham

No. 3 Red Devils. It wa~ the sec 
and tight game between the neigh

------------ boring rivals in a week as the Hus 
CADIZ • When two crafty kies fell to the Red Devils. 8-6. last 

tefties get together on the mound. Saturday in an eight-inning regu 
don·t expect many runs. Jar-season matchup. 

Such was the case Saturday at "I haven't pitched in almost two 
sun-drenched Mazcroski Field as weeks. rve been battling some 
Harrison Central'~ Tre Rex and St. arm problems:· Rex said. ''But 
Clairsville ·s Hunter Hoffman toed (Saturday) I just came out looking 
the rubber in an epic Ohio Val- to do what I w,ually do." 
ley Athletic Conference Class 4A Rex got in trouble immediately 
baseball tournament ~emifinal. as he walked leadoff batter Braylen 

By KIM NORTH 
T"mes Leader Sports Writer 

The second-seeded Huskies ( I 0- Blomquist on four pitches. Mason 
3) rode the two-hit pitching of Rex Myers lined back to Rex. but he 
and used Cabot Arbaugh' s RBI threw the ball wildly to first at
single for a I -0 triumph over the tempting to double-up the runner 

as Blomquist scampered to second. 
Joey Balgo drew a full-count walk 
and Hoffman legged out a roller to 
the hole at short for an infield sin
gle that loaded the base~. 

However. Rex fanned the next 
two batters. both looking, to es
cape unscathed. 

"That gave me a boost of confi
dence.·· he ,aid of the back-to-back 
punchouts. "My curveball was re
ally working today. It was my best 
pitch today. I was starting it low 
in the strike zone and they were 
swinging at it. It got the job done." 

Both head coaches praised Rex's 
See, HARRISON, Page C2 

rocks downed top-seed- ,,·, '•. / • ,, 
edd LBinsly' _511-1. . Fllell)' i.:.-....... ..._......,r.-L-Pno-to .... ,"K_1M..:.N_O_R....:iT1-1 

an arnesv1 e w1 vie MARTINS FERRY'S 
for the conference crown Colton Redinger (4) 
Saturday at \ I a.m. ~t awaits his teammates af
newly_ refurbished Edt- ter his infield single scored 
son High School. . pinch runner Coltin Larkin 

The Purple Riders with the winning run in the 
downed the Shamrocks bottom of the seventh Sat
in last year's conference urday against Fort Frye. 
semi-final tilt. Ferry sub-
sequently lost to Linsly in the championship game. 

Colby Shriver. as is usually the case. was brilliant 
on the hill for Ferry. He had to be as Fort Frye· s Clay 
Gruey. a Morgan High transfer, was nearly as bril
liant. 

See, FERRY, Page C2 

Barnesville knocks out Linsly in 3A 
By CODY NESPOR 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING - A team's hit
ting will not always be there. but 
its pitching and defense can be. 
Barnesville coach DJ Butler tells 
that to his team all the time and it's 
the exact reason why the Sham
rock~ will be playing for an OV AC 
Class 3A title. 

No. 4 Barnesville (8-4) scored in 
the first and ~eventh innmgs with 
very little offense in between. but 
got a stellar pitching performance 
from senior Gavm Carpenter and 
played flawle~~ defense behind 
him to pull out a 5- 1 \ ictory over 
No. I Linsly in an OY AC semifi-

nal game at Holloway Field Satur
day morning. 

"They're battle-tested. They're 
used to playing tight games, so 
they really don't flinch when they 
get into situations like that," But
ler said of his team. "We alwavs 
say that the bats won't always be 
there. but the defense and pitching 
can be. (Saturday) was good proof 
of what that can do for you ... 

home plate when catcher Kyvan 
Johnson laced a single through the 
middle and the Shamrocks led 2-0 
before Carpenter had even taken 
the mound. 

"We know we can hit, we just 
ha,·e struggled with-hitting the last 
couple of games ... Carpenter said. 
''That":-. what we're looking for, to 
get runs. get ahead early and ride it 
out the rest of the way. 

"It's a big confidence booster (to 
score early)." 

Facing off against Linsly ( 13-3) 
starter Brodie Selmon in the top 
of the first inning, right fielder CJ 
Hannahs walked. ~tole second base 
and raced home when Carpenter 
sent a ball over the centerfielder's 
head for a double to score the first 
run of the game. Carpenter reached 

Barnesville was fortunate to 
score those two early runs, because 
its offense all but disappeared in 
the middle innings. However, with 
the way Carpenter was throwing 

See, BARNESVILLE, Page C2 

Photo/CODY NESPOR 

BARNESVILLE SENIOR Colton Hines celebrates 
after scoring a run during Saturday's OVAC Class 
3A semifinal win at Linsly. 

Shadyside falls in 2A semi to wee 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

SHADYSIDE - Oftentimes in base
ball. it' s not always the number of hits 
a team compiles, but the timeliness of 
those hits that goes a long way in de
termining the outcome. 

It played out that way again Saturday 
afternoon when fourth-seeded Wheel
ing Central eliminated top-seeded and 
defending champion Shadyside. 2-1. 
in an OV AC 2A semifinal. 

Each team accumulated five hits, 

Foster worked out of two jams to fend 
off the Tigers before a large crowd at 
sun-drenched Fleming Field. 

"This is a good. team win in a game 
where we came in as the underdog,'' 
Central head coach Jason Rowe said. 
"We made the plays we needed to 
make. We hung in there (at the plate), 
didn 't try to pull the ball and did a 
great job of situational hitting .• , 

lead-off double. 
Foster promptly singled into right 

field and Toepfer raced home just 
ahead of the throw. giving the Knights 
the lead. 

However, things were just getting 
interesting. 

The Tigers - unwilling to go quietly 
- opened the sixth with back-to-back 
singles. Bryce Amos. who drove in the 
Shadyside run in the first with a sin
gle, recorded his second hit and Baker 
dropped down a perfect bunt that he 
beat out for a single. 

T-L ?hototSETH STASKEY but the Maroon Knights were able to 
SHADYSIDE SENIOR Bryce Amos re- get a big one in the clutch from pitch
acts during the Tigers' 2-1 loss to Wheel- er Ben Foster in the top of the sixth to 
ing Central in an OVAC Class 2A semifi- bring across the winning run and then 
nal. 

Shadyside, which elected to start 
Alex Baker. called upon Rhys Francis 
out of its bullpen in the fifth where he 
promptly sat the Knights down in or
der. 

Designated hitter Michael Toepfer 
looped a ball into no man's land down 
the right-field line and hustled it into a 

Designated hitter Logan Crozier 
appeared to have made it three con
secutive singles when he looped a 

See, SHADYSIDE, Page C2 
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Flyers skate past Penguins, 4-1 • Ferry---------
continued from Page C 1 

Shriver scattered just six hits while striking out IO 
and walking nary a batter. The Cadets· Jone run was 
an unearned one in the first. 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) - Noah 
Cates had two goals and an assist. 
Martin Jone'> made 37 saves and 
the Philadelphia Flyers beat the 
Pittsburgh Penguins 4- I on Sun
day. 

Morgan Frost added a goal and 
an assi:,t and Travis Konecny 
scored an empty-netter for the Fly
ers. who won their second straight 
after losing six in a row. 

Sidney Crosby scored for the 
Penguins. 

The Penguins entered in third 
place in the Metropolitan Divi:,,ion. 
t~o points ahead of Washington. 
Pittsburgh has two games remain
ing and would play the Rangers in 
the fin,t round of the playoffs by 
staying in third place. If Washing
ton jumps ahead of the Penguins. 
Pittsburgh would meet the Eastern 
Conference-leading Florida Pan
ther<, in the opening round. 

Philadelphia is merely playing 
out the season. The Flyers entered 
with the second-worst record in 
the East. and several regulars are 
sidelined for the remainder of the 
sea:-.on. A mix of AHL call-ups and 
young players looking to establish 
themselves in the NHL gave Phila
delphia a surprising lift against the 
more-talented Penguins. 

Cates is one of them. A fifth
round pick in 20 I 7, Cates record
ed his first multi-goal performance 
and now has five taliies in 13 ca
reer games. 

He joined the Flyers after his 
college team. Minnesota Duluth. 
was eliminated from the NCAA 
tournament. 

The 23-year-old Cates scored 
both goals in nearly identical fash
ion. the first a deflection of Keith 
Yandle· s slap shot from in front 
of the net with 13: 11 left in the 

second period to put Philadelphia 
ahead 2-0. and the second a redi
rection of Ivan Provorov's slap 
shot on the power play with 10:22 
to play to make it 3-0. It was a rare 
tally on the man-advantage for 
Philadelphia. which entered last 
in the NHL on the power play by 
converting just 12 percent of its 
chances. 

Frost scored on a rebound with 
4: I I left in the first to put the Fly
ers on the board. 

Crosby recorded his 3 I st of 
the season and team-leading 84th 
point with 3:33 left. 

With starter Tristan Jarry side
lined with a foot injury, Louis 
Domingue made his second ap
pearance of the season in goal for 
the Penguins. Backup Casey De
Smi th has assumed the starting 
spot while Jarry recovers from an 
ir.jury sustained on April 14. 

"I wasn't worried when they scored one run in the 
first inning. I figured we would score a lot of run!> 
today," Shriver said. "But as the game goes deeper 
and deeper you get a little worried when vou are ~till 
trailing. But we were able to finally get it ·done. 

"It was a fun game to pitch. Their pitcher was really 
good so it makes me want to pitch better:· he add
ed. _"We are looking forward to playing Barnewille 
agam. We owe them one. They beat u~ m the district 
last year.., 

Gruey, meanwhile. also went the route. He allowed 
just seven hits while fanning two and walking none. 
He did plunk two batters. 

"What more can I say about Colby? It sounds like 
a broken record," Reasbeck said. "Colbv is the most 
consistent guy you could ask for. I ha,~e been head 
coach here for 12 years and he i'> l A and l B. 

"Colby is a tremendous competitor. We come to 
expect performances like this every time he takes the 
mound,'' added the former Ferry athletic star. "He is 
one hell of a pitcher and character young man.·· 

• Relays-------------------
Fort Fry~ ·s lone run was ironically scored by a Ca

det who Shriver struck out to open the game. Cadets· 
leadoff hitter Dawson Layton struck out. but reached 
first after the ball got past the catcher. He later scored 
on a two-out single by Ian Ellis. 

continued from Page Cl 
St. Clairsville had a strong show

ing by claiming two events. 
Individually, Karl Kain won the 

pole vault with a I 3-6 clearance. 
The Red Devils 4x8 team con

tinued its strong season when the 
foursome of Jack Gasber. Gannon 
Kazmirski, Ben Shields and Nate 
Thornburg won the distance relay 
with a time of 8:29.57. 

GIRLS 
St. Clairsville's speed and depth 

was simply too much for the Ca
dets. The Red Devils won eight 
events along the way and scored in 
numerous others. 

Senior standout Emily Thomp
son was a double individual winner 
for the Red Devlls. She won the 
pole vault ( 11 -0) and the high hur
dles (17.36). 

• Shadyside 
Continued from Page Cl 

Sophomore Emma Henry posted 
a couple of season-best times en 
route to winning the 100 and 200 
meter dashes. She ran 12.95 and 
26.96, respectively. 

The Devils also captured four of 
the five relay events. 

The 4x 1. which included Madie 
Stock. Haven Brak, Thompson and 
Henry. posted a 51.96 for the win. 

The 4x2. comprised of Brak. 
Laili Dombrowski. Lauren Powell 
and Henry. clocked a I :53.47 for 
the title. 

The 4x4. which corn,isted of Al 
lyson Evonek. Stock. Lacy Tuttle 
and Delaney Florence. ran 4:3 7. 73. 

The shuttle team posted a 
I: 13.00. It consisted of Sydney 
Miller. Florence. Alivia DaRe and 
Thompson. 

into shallow nght center. How- pitched to contact most of the day. 
ever. Knights centerfielder Eli And the contact for the most part 
Tucker turned in a web-gem diving - was :-.oft as Shadyside ·s hitters 
catch and they doubled Amos off were off balance at the plate most 
second to basically thwart the Ti- of the game. 
ger rally. "Ben did a good job on the bump 

In the seventh. Foster found and we had a hard time adjust
himself in a jam once again. ing." Shadyside head coach Shawn 
Shadyside's Grant Miller and Ko- Selmon said. "The pitcher's job 
rey Beckett both reached to begin is to throw timing off and he did 
the inning on errors in the infield. a good job of it (Saturday). We 

Again. however. Foster was un- didn't put the runs on the board 
fazed. He got a fly out to right and like we should have ... 
then got the final outs by virtue Outside of the first. sixth and 
of a 6-3 double play in which the seventh. scoring opportunities 
Knig~ts had the Tiger'> shaded up were limited for the Tigers. They 
the middle. had only one runner reach scoring 

'Those double plays were huge position in the other four innings. 
and great timing on both. too:· ·'Every time we have Ben Foster 
Rowe said. ··we didn ·t lose focus on the mound. we have a chance to 
or get down on ourselves (after win the game," Rowe said. "This is 
the errors). we just came back and the third time he's pitched against 
made the plays we had to make... Shadyside and he just did his job ... 

Foster. who struck out only one. The Knights were able to pro-

• Barnesville 
Continued from Page C 1 

on the mound it did not matter. 
Lin~ly had baserunners in ev

ery inning of Saturday·s game but 
none of them made it even as far as 
third base as Carpenter spun 5 2/3 
innings of shutout ball. 

''Gavin was unbelievable on 
the mound. you couldn ·t ask for a 
better performance:· Butler said. 
"He·s been clutch for us since he 
was a freshman and he did it again 
for us (Saturday).'' 

Carpenter walked five batters 
and allowed five hits. but he locat
ed his fastball well and used a low 
curveball to rack up eight strike
oub. 

"My fastball was working pret
ty well. I had good control today 
and my curveball was picking up 
as the game went on.·· Carpenter 
explained. "I just tried to focus on 
putting the ball over the plate. I felt 
like 1 did pretty well on spotting 
(the ball) today so my confidence 
w:1, w:iv 11n •· 

ters in the top of the third. Selm
on was replaced on the mound 
by senior Adam Och. who all but 
matched Carpenter's effectiveness 
on the mound. The Shamrocks did 
not record a single hit from the sec
ond to the sixth inning and their 
only baserunners in that span were 
the two that walked against Selmon 
and were stranded by Och. 

"He kept us in the game,'' Cart
wright c;aid of Och. ·'Brodie strug
gled with his breaking ball com
mand early but he started to throw 
better. I just wanted to make a 
switch before it got out of hand:· 

The Cadets finally chased Car
penter from the mound when Dil
lon Wilson walked in the bottom 
of the sixth and Xavier Fankhouser 
singled to put runners on the cor
ners with two outs. 

Kason Powell entered the game 
for Barnesville and induced a rou
tine flyball to right field to end the 
thrP:it 

The runner-up Cadets picked 
up a trio of wins along the way, 
including freshman Haylen Cook, 
who won the 300 low hurdles in 
51.36 by a hundredth of a second 
over St. Clairsville's Florence. 

Senior Ally Hicks ran eight laps 
in 13: 18.04 to win the 3200 me
ter run. That capped an impressive 
distance double because earlier she 
ran a 5:52.67 to win the 1600. 

Bellaire·s only winner was se
nior Katelyn Hart. She won the dis
cus with a solid mark of I I 5-1 0. 

The host Tigers picked up a win 
in the long jump thanks to senior 
standout Paige Gorby. She leaped 
off the board to a mark of 16-1 I 
for the title. 

duce a run in the third. Talcing 
advantage of a hit batsman, stolen 
base. single and a RBI groundout 
by Peyton Toepfer. Central knotted 
the game at one. 

The victory sends the Knights 
to the OV AC championship game 
this Saturday against third-seeded 
Toronto. which won its semifinal 
at Frontier on Friday. The title 
game will be played at Edison's 
brand-new facility in Richmond 
and begin at 1 p.m. 

Shadyside. meanwhile. falls to 
9-3 and will get re-focused on the 
remaining goals it has left in front 
of it for this season. 

'This is the first goal, but the 
second goal and bigger one is ob
viously the state playoffs," Selm
on said. "We have a good ballclub 
and we have a lot more baseball to 
play and we plan on making some 
noise.'' 

While Shriver hurled a gem. he was far from the 
lone Purple standout. The Fe1Tians boasted heroes 
aplenty. 

Down 1-0 in the sixth. Ferrv third baseman Colin 
Sneadeker crushed a Gruev offe.ring over the left field 
fence, knotting matters at ·1 -1 . ~ 

Fort Frye threatened in the seventh. putting runners 
on second and third with one out. The Cadets· Car
man Tennant lofted a fly ball to rightfield. Ferry frosh 
Ayden Ludolph made the catch and fired a strike to 
home plate to gun down Jackson Love. ending the in
ning and keeping the score tied. 

The Purple Riders. now riding a wave of momen
tum. took care of business on the strength of some 
two-out lightning in the seventh. 

Designated hitter Jesse Nagel kept the hosts alive 
with an infield single. Ludolph was beaned for the 
second time on the day. Both runners advanced on 
a wild pitch. Catcher Colten Redinger delivered the 
game-winner via an infield single deep in the hole at 
shortstop. 

"We had so many players step up. But they are 
athletes and competitors. They perform well in other 
sports." Reasbeck said. "Ayden was starting quarter
back for us as a freshman. So. I am not surprised he 
made a great throw. Jesse and Colten are battled-test
ed veterans. Colby was great. but we had a lot of other 
players do realiy good things ... 

The loss was a tough pill to swallow for Fort Frye 
head coach Trey Engle. 

"It was really a great game to be a part of. It was 
well played with two super pitchers:· Engle said. "It 
went our way for the first five innings. They did what 
they needed to do in their last two at-bats. 

"I am proud of our kids and their effort today. I am 
just disappointed for our kids." he continued. "But our 
hats are off to Martins Fen-y. They are a well-coached 
team.'' 

. This will be Reas beck· s third OV AC champion
ship game appearance. In addition to last year·s game. 
the Purple Riders previously Jost to Steubenville. 

"It was a tremendous game today. It was a shame 
one team had to lose. The Engles are class people.·· 
Reasbeck noted. 

Sneadeker and Hayden Smith were the lone Riders 
to collect two hits. 

• Harrison--------
continued from Page Cl 

effort. He struck out 11 (five looking). walked sev
en and hit a pair of Red Devils ir. throwing I I 9 pitch-

·'He had tried to work the count es (69 strikes). ~ 
and get (Brodie) Selmon out of the "He was phenomenal today. That's Tre Rex. He's 
game because we knew how good pretty darn good,'' Harrison Central head coach Mike 
he was.'' Butler explained. "We Valesko beamed. "He had some back spasms that af
decided in that last inning that we fected his last outing. but he's worked his way through 
were going to be aggressive at the it and he did the job today. 
plate and we just got the barrel to "We've kind of had this day circled on the calendar 
the ball and good things happened." for a couple of week now thinking we might be here:· 

Center fielder Luca DiLorenzo Veteran St. Clairsville (5-5) head coach Tom Sliva 
walked to lead off the bottom of lauded, not only Rex, but Hoffman, as well. 
the seventh and later scored on a ··we hit the ball very poorly today. First of all. 
sacrifice fly to right field by Och. though. our pitcher did a tremendous job as did theirs. 
but that was all the offense Cadets There was a total of five hits in the game. Our guys 
could muster as Powell got Wilson have a lot of work to do at the plate. We've got a lot 
to pop out to second base to end the of growing up to do at the plate.·• he said after count
game. ing up 11 runners left on base. with seven of those in 

"We did not have a very good scoring position. "We've got guys that are good in 
performance (Friday) and our se- practice. but when it comes to games, they tighten up. 
niors just took control and they They've got to understand that if you're going to win 
kept the dugout up (Saturday),'' big games. you·ve got to beat big-time pitchers. That 
Butler said. 'They kept everybody was a big-time pitcher today:· 
focused and that's a hat' s off to our While Rex was holding the Red Devils in check. 
seniors."' the Huskies got him the only run he would need in 

Carpenter pitched 5 2/3 score- the bottom of the second. Kaden Jurosko drew a full
less innings on the mound with count walk leading off. After stealing second. he went 
Pi P-ht mmc-hnnt" :mrl :in RRJ rlnu- to third on a sacrifice bunt by Rex. Arbaugh tried to 



::,r. ua1rsvrne nao a scrong snow
ing by claiming two events. 

Individually, Karl Kain won the 
pole vault with a I 3-6 clearance. 

The Red Devils 4x8 team con
tinued its strong season when the 
foursome of Jack Gasber. Gannon 
Kazmirski. Ben Shields and Nate 
Thornburg won the distance relay 
with a time of 8:29.57. 

GIRLS 
St. Clairsville's speed and depth 

was simply too much for the Ca 
dets. The Red Devils won eight 
events along the way and scored in 
numerous others. 

Senior ~tandout Emily Thomp
son was a double individual winner 
for the Red Devils. She won the 
pole vault ( 11-0) and the high hur
dles ( 17.36). 

• Shadyside 
Continued from Page C1 

into shallow right center. How 
ever. Knights centerfielder Eli 
Tucker turned in a web-gem diving 
catch and they doubled Amos off 
~econd to basically thwart the Ti
ger rally. 

In the seventh, Foster found 
himself in a jam once again. 
Shadyside's Grant Miller and Ko
rey Beckett both reached to begin 
the inning on errors in the infield. 

Again. however. Foster was un
fazed. He got a fly out to right and 
then got the final outs by virtue 
of a 6-3 double play in which the 
Knight'i had the Ti!!er'> shaded up 
the middle. ~ 

"Those double plays were huge 
and great timing on both, too," 
Rowe said. "We didn't lose focus 
or get down on ourselves (after 
the errors), we just came back and 
made the plays we had to make." 

Foster. who struck out only one. 

• Barnesville 
Continued from Page C1 

on the mound it did not matter. 
Linsly had baserunners in c,·

ery inning of Saturday·s game but 
none of them made it even as far as 
third base as Carpenter spun 5 2/3 
innings of shutout ball. 

"Gavin was unbelievable on 
the mound. you couldn't ask for a 
better performance:· Butler said. 
"He ·s been clutch for us since he 
was a freshman and he did it again 
for us (Saturday)." 

Carpenter walked five batters 
and allowed five hits. but he locat
ed hb fastball well and used a low 
curveball to rack up eight strike
outs. 

"My fastball was working pret
ty well. I had good control today 
and my curveball was picking up 
as the game went on:· Carpenter 
explained. ''I just tried to focus on 
putting the ball over the plate. I felt 
like I did pretty well on spotting 
(the ball) today so my confidence 
was way up:· 

Carpenter was even better un
der pressure as he did not allow a 
single ball to even leave the infield 
when runners were on base. 

''He just kept making pitches in 
the clutch." said Linsly coach Jay 
Cartwright. ''In the middle innings. 
we came alive a little bit and had 
some pressure on him and he was 
just really effective at making 
pitches when he had to. We struck 
out a lot when we had to get balls 
in play and they made all the plays 
on defense ... 

After walking back-to-back hit-

Your Diamond 
JeWQlry S~ialllit 

f'ustmn De&lgn 
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::,opnomore .t:.mma ttenry posteo 
a couple of season-best times en 
route to winning the I 00 and 200 
meter dashes. She ran 12.95 and 
26.96, respectively. 

The Devils also captured four of 
the five relay events. 

The 4x I, which included Madie 
Stock, Haven Brak. Thompson and 
Henry. posted a 5 I. 96 for the win. 

The 4x2. comprised of Brak. 
Laili Dombrowski. Lauren Powell 
and Henry. clocked a I : 5 3 .4 7 for 
the title. 

The 4x4. which consisted of Al
lyson Evonek. Stock. Lacy Tuttle 
and Delaney Florence. ran 4: 3 7. 7 3. 

The shuttle team posted a 
I: I 3.00. It consbted of Sydney 
Miller. Florence. Alivia DaRe and 
Thompson. 

pitched to contact most of the day. 
And the contact for the most part 
- was soft as Shadyside's hitters 
were off balance at the plate most 
of the game. 

"Ben did a good job on the bump 
and we had a hard time adjust
ing:' Shadyside head coach Shawn 
Selmon said. "The pitcher's job 
is to throw timing off and he did 
a good job of it (Saturday). We 
didn't put the runs on the board 
like we should have." 

Outside of the first. sixth and 
seventh. scoring opportunities 
were limited for the Tigers. They 
had only one runner reach scoring 
position in the other four innings. 

"Every time we have Ben Foster 
on the mound, we have a chance to 
win the game." Rowe said. "This 1s 
the third time he's pitched against 
Shadyside and he just did hb job .•• 

The Knights were able to pro-

ters in the top of the third. Selm
on was replaced on the mound 
by senior Adam Och. who all but 
matched Carpenter's effectiveness 
on the mound. The Shamrocks did 
not record a single hit from the sec
ond to the sixth inning and their 
only baserunners in that span were 
the two that walked against Selmon 
and were stranded by Och. 

''He kept us in the game,'' Cart
wright said of Och. "Brodie strug
gled with his breaking ball com
mand early but he started to throw 
better. I just wanted to make a 
switch before it got out of hand ... 

The Cadets finally chased Car
penter from the mound when Dil
lon Wilson walked in the bottom 
of the sixth and Xa\·ier Fankhouser 
singled to put runners on the cor
ners with two outs. 

Kason Powell entered the game 
for Barnesville and induced a rou
tine flyball to right field to end the 
threat. 

It looked like Barnew11le would 
have to be content with its 2-run 
lead when Och got two quick outs 
to start the top of the seventh but 
Marshall Meade reached on an er
ror and Jeremy Fankhouse singled 
and suddenly, the Shamrocks were 
in business. 

Colton Hines and CJ Hannahs 
then hit back-to-back RBI singles 
as the Shamrocks were finally able 
to add some insurance runs. Hines 
later scored on a wild pitch and 
Barnesville led 5-0 heading into 
the bottom of the seventh. 

• 

1 ne runner-up caaets p1c1eea 
up a trio of wins along the way, 
including freshman Haylen Cook, 
who won the 300 low hurdles in 
51.36 by a hundredth of a second 
over St. Clairsville's Florence. 

Senior Ally Hicks ran eight laps 
in 1 3: 18.04 to win the 3200 me
ter run. That 1,;apped an impressive 
distance double because earlier she 
ran a 5:52.67 to win the I 600. 

Bellaire·s only winner was se
nior Katelyn Hart. She won the dis
cus with a solid mark of 115-10. 

The host Tigers picked up a win 
in the long jump thanks to senior 
standout Paige Gorby. She leaped 
off the board to a mark of 16-11 
for the title. 

duce a run in the third. Taking 
advantage of a hit batsman, stolen 
base, single and a RBI groundout 
by Peyton Toepfer, Central knotted 
the game at one. 

The victory sends the Knights 
to the OV AC championship game 
this Saturday against third-seeded 
Toronto, which won its semifinal 
at Frontier on Friday. The title 
game will be played at Edison's 
brand-new facility in Richmond 
and begin at 1 p.m. 

Shadyside. meanwhile, falls to 
9-3 and will get re-focused on the 
remaining goals it has left in front 
of it for this season. 

"This is the first goal, but the 
second goal and bigger one is ob
viously the state playoffs." Selm
on said. "We have a good ballclub 
and we have a lot more baseball to 
play and we plan on making some 
noise ... 

Ull '1 lWU-UUl :,111i:;1c uy 1a111.:,111:,. 

While Shriver hurled a gem. he was far from the 
lone Purple standout. The Ferrians boasted heroes 
aplenty. 

Down 1-0 in the sixth. Ferry third baseman Colin 
Sneadeker crushed a Gruey offering over the left field 
fence, knotting matters at I -I . 

Fort Frye threatened in the seventh. puttin!! runners 
on second and third with one out. The Cadets· Car
man Tennant lofted a fly ball to rightfield. Ferry frosh 
Ayden Ludolph made the catch and fired a strike to 
home plate to gun down Jackson Love. endin!! the in-
ning and keeping the score tied. ~ 

The Purple Riders. now riding a wave of momen
tum. took care of business on the strength of some 
two-om lightning in the seventh. 

Designated hitter Jesse Nagel kept the hosts alive 
with an infield single. Ludolph was beaned for the 
second time on the day. Both runners advanced on 
a wild pitch. Catcher Colten Redinger delivered the 
game-winner via an infield single deep in the hole at 
shortstop. 

"We had so many players step up. But they are 
athletes and competitors. They perform well in other 
sports." Reasbeck said. '' Ayden was starting quarter
back for us as a freshman. So. I am not surprised he 
made a great throw. Jesse and Colten are battled-test
ed veterans. Colby was great. but we had a lot of other 
players do really good things." 

The loss was a tough pill to swallow for Fort Frye 
head coach Trey Engle. 

"It was really a great game to be a part of. It was 
well played with two super pitchers ... Engle said. '·It 
went our way for the first five innings. They did what 
they needed to do in their last two at-bats. 

"I am proud of our kids and their effort today. I am 
just disappointed for our kids." he continued. "But our 
hats are off to Martins Ferry. They are a well-coached 
team.'' 

This will be Reasbeck·~ third OVAC champion
ship game appearance. In addition to la~t year"s game. 
the Purple Riders previously lost to Steubenville. 

"It was a tremendous game today. It was a shame 
one team had to lose. The Engles are cla'i'> people ... 
Reasbeck noted. 

Sneadeker and Hayden Smith were the lone Rider~ 
to collect two hit,. 

• Harrison--------
Continued from Page C1 

effort. He struck out I I (five looking). walked -;ev
en and hit a pair of Red De\·ils ir. throwin!! I l 9 pitch-

··He had tried to work the count es (69 strikes). ~ 
and get (Brodie) Selmon out of the "He was phenomenal today. That's Tre Rex. He's 
game because we knew how good pretty dam good." Harrison Central head coach Mike 
he was." Butler explained. "We Valesko beamed. "He had ~ome back spasms that af
decided in that last inning that we fected his last outing, but he· s worked his way through 
were going to be aggressive at the it and he did the job today. 
plate and we just got the barrel to "We"ve kind of had this day circled on the calendar 
the ball and good things happened." for a couple of week now thinking we might be here ... 

Center fielder Luca DiLorenzo Veteran St. Clairsville (5-5) head coach Tom Sliva 
walked to lead off the bottom of lauded. n~t only Rex. but Hoffman. as well. 
the seventh and later scored on a ·•we hn the ball very poorly today. First of all. 
sacrifice fly to right field by Och, though. our pitcher did a tremendous job a~ did theirs. 
but that was all the offense Cadets There was a total of five hits in the game. Our guy~ 
could muster as Powell got Wilson have a l~t of work to do at the plate. We've got a lot 
to pop out to second base to end the of growing up to do at the plate ... he said after count
game. ing up 11 runners left on base. with seven of those in 

··we did not have a very good scori~g position. "_We've got guys that are good in 
performance (Friday) and our se- practice. but when 11 comes to games. they tighten up. 
niors just took control and they They've got to understand that if you're going to win 
kept the dugout up (Saturday),'' big games. you've got to beat big-time pitchers. That 
Butler said ... They kept everybody was a big-time pitcher today:· 
focused and that's a hat's off to our While Rex was holding the Red Devils in check. 
seniors." the Huskies got him the only run he would need in 

Carpenter pitched 5 2/3 score- the bottom of the second. Kaden Jurosko drew a full 
less inning~ on the mound with count walk leading off. After stealing second. he wem 
eight punchouts and an RBI dou- to third _on a sacrifice bunt by Rex. Arbaugh tried to 
ble at the plate. Hines and Hannahs bunt twice. but both times were unsuccessful. With 
both had RBI singles in the seventh the count 1-2. he singled softly to left to plate Jurosko. 
and Johnson had a run-scoring sin- ··we asked him to bunt but he didn't get them down. 
gle in the first. but credit to him:· Valesko noted. '"We've had some 

For Linsly. Selmon took the Joss, good practices lately about doing whatever it takes to 
allowing two runs in 2 2/3 innings win a game. but when we got to that point. you had to 
with six strikeouts. Och allowed do something to win the game. Cabot didn't !!Ct down 
three runs in 4 1/3 innings with on himself by not getting two bunts down. ~but with 
four strikeouts and an RBI and a two stnkes he choked up on the bat and 2:ot enouirh of 
double at the dish. the pitch to send it into left field for a single:· Valesko 

Barnesville will now play Mar- recalled. 
tins Ferry, who defeated Fort Frye With the win. Harrison Central advances to the 
2-1 Saturday, for the OV AC Class championship game next weekend in Richmond at 
3A title. Edison High School opposite top-!>eeded Cambridge. 

which rallied past No. 4 Indian Creek. 8 7. It will be 
Valesko's third try at a title. The Huskies haven't 
won an OV AC baseball title smcc 2013. It is one of 
four they possess as they went back-to-back in 2005 
and 2006. and also won the 3A crown in 2000. 

Virtual Newsroom 
Give us a click, we' ll do the rest. 

TimesLeaderOnline.com 
Submitting n ews items has neve1· been 

faster or easier. 

Look for the Virtual News "Click to submit your news· 
button on the nght s de of the 

TimesLeaderOnhne.com home page 
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Central Knocks Off 
Top-Seeded Shadyside 
Foster's pitching, 
hitting comes up 
clutch in semifinal 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

SHADYSIDE - Oftentimes 
in baseball. it's not always the 
number of hits a team compiles, 
but the timeliness of those hits 
that goes a long way in deter
mining the outcome. 

It played out that way again 
Saturday afternoon when 
fourth-seeded Wheeling Cen
tral eliminated top-seeded and 
defending champion Shadyside. 
2-1. in an OV AC 2A semifinal. 

Each team accumulated five 
hits. but the Maroon Knights 
were able to get a big one in the 
clutch from pitcher Ben Foster 
in the top of the sixth to bring 
across the winning run and then 
Foster worked out of two jams to 
fend off the Tigers before a large 
crowd at sun-drenched Fleming 
Field. 

'This is a good. team win in a 
game where we came in as the 
underdog." Central head coach 
Jason Rowe said. ..We made 
the plays we needed to make. 
We hung in there (at the plate). 
didn't try to pull the ball and did 
a great job of situational hitting:· 

Shadyside. which elected to 
start Alex Baker. called upon 
Rhys Francis out of its bullpen in 
the fifth where he promptly sat 
the Knights down in order. 

De~ignated hitter Michael 
Toepfer looped a ball into no 
man·s land down the nght-field 
hne and hustled it into a lead off 
double. 

Foster promptly 'ilngled into 
nght field and Toepfer raced 
home just ahead of the throw. 
giving the Kni~ht<; the lead. 

However. things were just get
ting interesting. 

The Tigers - unwilling to 
go quietly - opened the sixth 

Pholo by Selh S!askey 
Wheeling Central's Ben Foster and Payton Hildebrand (15) cele
brate after the final out was recorded in the Maroon Knights' 2-1 
victory at Shadyside in an OVAC Class 2A semifinal. 

with back-to-back singles. 
Bryce Amos. who drove in the 
Shadyside run in the first with 
a single. recorded his second hit 
and Baker dropped down a per 
feet bunt that he beat out for a 
single. 

Designated hitter Logan Cro
zier appeared to have made it 
three consecutive singles when 
he looped a ball into shallow 
right center. However, Knight<. 
centerfielder Eli Tucker turned 

in a web-gem diving catch and 
they doubled Amos off second 
to basically thwart the Tiger ral
ly. 

In the seventh, Foster found 
himself in a jam once again. 
Shadysicte·s Grant Miller and 
Korey Beckett both reached to 
begin the inning on errors in the 
infield. 

P/ea~e see CENTRAL, 
Page 14 

Photos by Cody Tomer 
Wheeling Park catcher Luke Marsh fires to second 
during Saturday's OVAC SA Semifinal win over Uni
verisity. 

Park Advances 
To OVAC Final 

By CODY TOMER 
Sports Writer 

WHEELING - Re
peating as OV AC cham
pions is far from an easy 
task. 

No. I seed Wheel
ing Park baseball knew 
that entering Saturday's 
OV AC 5A Semifinal and 
it weathered the storm -
recovering from a 2-0 
deficit in the first inning 
en route to a 12-7 victory 
over visiting No. 4 seed 
University. 

Park will now play on 
Friday night at 5:30 p.m. 
at Edison against No. 2 
Morgantown for a chance 
to win its second consecu
tive OV AC 5A title. 

"It's a banner and that 
is why you have a sea
son," Park coach Steve 
Myers said. "It's an ex
citing opportunity to try 
to do it again." 

University opened the 
scoring in the first as a 
Gabe Templeton RBI 
single sparked a two-run 
frame. 

However, the Patriots 
responded in a big way 
as they produced a six
run first inning and a 
three-run second frame 
to secure a commanding 
9-2 advantage. 

In the first for Park, 
Luke Marsh delivered 
a RBI double. Gian 
DeGenova tallied a RBI 
knock, Braydon Kupsky 
garnered a go-ahead RBI 
single, Dylan Hodgson 
hit into a RBI fielder's 
choice and Grant Simons 
provided the final blow 
with a two-run single. 

Hodgson struck again 
in the second with a two
run single and Kupsky 
added an RBI single for 
the 9-2 cushion. 

"The players an-
swered the call:' Myers 
said. ··t think that is how 
I would describe it. The 
guys picked each other 
up all day long and it 
was a total team effort. 

Please see PARK. 
Page 14 

Back-to-Back Homers Catapult Cameron Into Title Game 
By CODY TOMER 

Sports Writer 
CAMERON - Defense might 

win championships but the long 
ball gets you there. 

That was the case on Saturday 
anyway as top -.eeded Cameron 
defeated visiting No. 4 Conot
ton Vallev 5-2 in the OV AC I A 
Semifinal' to advance to the cham 
p1onship game next Saturday. 

The Dragons held an early 2-0 
edge until Coy Angel delivered a 
two-run homer to right field in the 
bottom of the third. 

Just second-. after Angel touched 
home plate. Isaac Ball made it 
back-to-back home runs as he 
belted a pitch over the left-center 
field fence to create a 5 0 cushion 

Nailers Go 

and a momentum swing the Rock
ets could not overcome. 

·'It was a close game but those 
back-to-back home runs took the 
wind out of their saib.'' Cameron 
coach Adam Angel III said. 'Then, 
our dugout started to get up so it was 
a good way to generate some runs:· 

The 5-0 lead was all the Drag
ons needed thanks to very strong 
pitching from the Angel brothers. 
Coy Angel and Adam Angel IV. 

Coy Angel went five scoreless 
frames with 1 2 strikeouts and four 
walb. while allowing three hits. 

In the sixth. Adam Angel IV 
took the hill. He did allow two 
runs but was able to limit the dam
age by escaping a bases-loaded 
jam with one out. He finished the 

I I"' ')_n n,,n.-

last two innings and picked up a 
trio of punch outs and no walks. 

"Coy does a good job," Coach 
Angel said. "He has matured a lot 
and he is only a sophomore. He is 
becoming a pitcher instead of just 
a thrower. He's not just relying on 
his fastball to strike people out. He 
mixes his pitches up well and he's 
able to throw a lot of strikes. 

''Adam is a junior and he has 
had some experience. He threw 
32 pitches in the sixth inning but 
he threw 23 strikes. I never worry 
about his poise. He is the type of --~"t"-:-,,,,; • • -~. 
kid who just figures it out. I like L-..:...;;_ _____ __ ........ ~ _____ ..;;;;..._, 

him in that role because I don't Photo by Cody Tomer 
have to worry about his mentality.'' Cameron's Coy Angel follows through on a swing 

during Saturday's OVAC Semifinal game victory 
Please see CAMERON, Pa1-:e 16 over Conotton Valley. 

Bullpen Shines 
As Pirates Beat 
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AP Photo 
Pittsburgh Penguins' Evgeni Malkin, right, makes 
his move against Philadelphia Flyers' Martin Jones. 

Cates, Jones Lead 
Flyers Over Pens 
By AARON BRACY 

Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA 

- Noah Cates had two 
goals and an a~sist. Mar
tin Jones made 37 saves 
and the Philadelphia 
Flyers beat the Pitts
burgh Penguins 4-1 on 
Sunday. ~ 

Morgan Frost added 
a 2oal and an assist and 
Travis Konecnv scored 
an empty-netter for the 
Flyers. who won their 
second straight after los
ing six in a row. 

Sidney Crosby scored 
for the playoff-bound 
Penguins. 

··we just wcren 't good 
enough:· Pittsburgh 
coach Mike Sullivan 
said. "I was hopeful that 
we were going to have a 
better effort:· 

The Penguins entered 
in third place in ihc Met
ropolitan Division. two 
points ahead of Washing
ton. Pittsburgh has two 
games remaining and 
would play the Rang
ers in the first round of 
the playoffs by staying 
in third place. If Wash
ington jumps ahead of 
the Penguin~. Pittsburgh 
would meet the Eastern 
Conference-leading Flor
ida Panthers in the open
ing round. 

··wasn·t our best." 
Cro-;by ,;aid. "Ir" not 
always going to be your 
best. vou ,till have to 
find way, to win. We've 
got two games left here 
to make sure we're play
ing the right way going 
into the playom. You 
defimtclv want to be 
playing 'well. wherever 
that seeds you so be it." 

Philadelphia is merely 
playing out the season. 
The Flyers entered with 
the second-worst record 
in the East. and several 
regulars are sidelined 
for the remainder of the 
season. A mix of AHL 
call-ups and young play
ers looking to establish 
themselves in the NHL 
gave Philadelphia a sur
prising lift against the 
more-talented Penguins. 

Cates is one of them. 
A fifth-round pick m 
20 I 7. Cates recorded 
his fir,t multi-goal per
formance and now ha'> 
five tallies in 13 career 
games. He JOmed the 
Flvers after hi,; college 
team. Minnesora-DulLt
th. was eliminated from 
the NCAA tournament. 

The 23-year-old 
Cates scored both goals 
in nearly identical fash
ion. the first a deflection 

chances. 
Frost scored on a re

bound with 4: I I left in 
the first to put the Flyers 
on the board. 

Frost. 23, centered the 
third line with Cates and 
23-year-old Owen Tip
pett. 

"Nice to be around 
some younger guys." 
Cates said. ''We're chat
ting a little bit. helping 
each other out and obvi
ously producing a little 
bit. so it's nice ... 

Crosby recorded his 
3 I st of the season and 
team-leading 84th point 
with 3:33 left. 

GOOD GOALIES 
With starter Tristan 

Jarrv sidelined with a foot 
injury. Louis Domingue 
made his second appear
ance of the season in 
goal for the Penguins. 
Backup Casey Desmith 
has assumed the starting 
spot while Jarry recovers 
from an injury sustained 
on April 14. DeSmith 
made 23 saves in Pitts
burgh's 7-2 win at De
troit on Saturday. 

Domingue was solid 
throughout the contest 
and kept the Penguins 
from falling into a three
goal deficit with a stellar 
pad stop of Tippett from 
point-blank range with 
IO minutes left in the 
sernnd. He finished with 
39 save~. 

Jones was even better. 
Philadelphia's goalie was 
at his best late in the ,ec
ond. first denying Jake 
Guentzel with 5:09 left 
and then turning away 
Evgeni Malkin'::. excel
lent chance on the power 
play 2 7 seconds later. 
TRAINER'S ROOM 
Penguins: Sullivan 

said last week that Ja1Ty 
is "week to week .• , He 
has missed four straight 
contests. 

UP NEXT 
Penguins: Host Ed

monton on Tuesday 
night. 

HURRICANES 5 
ISLANDERS 2 

NEW YORK (AP) -
Max Domi ::.cored the 
go-ahead goal early in 
the third period and the 
Carolina Hurricanes got 
help from a rookie goal
tender. boosting their 
Metropolitan Division 
lead by beating the New 
York Islander\ 5-2 on 
Sunday. 

BLUEJACKETSS 
OILERS2 

COLUMBUS. Ohio 
(AP) - Rookie Nick 
Blankenburg scored 
his first NHL 2oal and 
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Carpenter Pitches Barnesville 
Past Linsly and Into OV AC Final 

By CODY NESPOR 
Sports Writer 

WHEELING - A team's hitting 
will not always be there. but it'> pitch
ing and defense can be. Barnesville 
coach DJ Butler tells that to his team 
all the time and it's the exact reason 
why the Shamrocks will be playing 
for an OV AC Class 3A title. 

No. 4 Barnesville (8-4) scored 
in the first and seventh innings with 
very little offense in between. but got • 
a stellar pitching perfonnance from . 
senior Gavin Carpenter and played 
flawless defense behind him to pull 
out a 5-1 victory over No. 1 Linsly in 
an OV AC semifinal game at Hollo
way Field Saturday morning. 

'They're battle-tested. They're 
used to playing tight games. so they 
really don't flinch when they get 
into siruarions like that," Butler said 
of his team. ··we always say that the 
bats won't always be there, but the 
defense and pitching can be. Today 
wm; good proof of what that can do 
for vou.'' 

Photo by Cody Nespor 
Barnesville's Jeremy Hunkier (17) and Duker Castello (8) celebrate af
ter Hunkier scored on an RBI single in the top of the seventh inning of 
Saturday's OVAC Semifinal game against Linsly. 

Facing off against Linsly (13-3) 
, starter Brodie Selmon in the top of 

the first inning. right fielder CJ Han
nahs walked. stole second base and 
raced home when Carpenter sent a 
ball over the centerfielder's head for 
a double to score the first run of the 
game. Carpenter reached home plate 
when catcher K yvan Johnson laced 
a single through the middle and the 
Shamrocks led 2-0 before Carpenter 
had even taken the mound. 

··we know we can hit. we just have 
struggled with hitting the last couple 
of games," Carpenter said. 'That's 
what we're looking for, to get runs, 
get ahead early and ride it out the rest 
of the way. 

''It's a big confidence booster (to 
score early).'' 

Barnesville was fortunate to score 
those two early runs. because their 
offense all but disappeared in the 
middle innings. However, with the 
way Carpenter was throwing on the 
mound it did not really matter. 

Linsly had baserunners in every 
inning of Saturday's game but none 
of them made it even as far as third 
base as Carpenter spun 5 2/3 innings 
of shutout ball. 

"Gavin was unbelievable on the 
mound. you couldn't ask for a bet
ter perfonnance." Butler said. ''He's 
been clutch for us since he was a 
fre~hman and he did it again for us 
(Saturday)... ~ 

Carpenter walked five batters and 
allowed five hits. but he located his 
fastball well and used a low curveball 
to rack up eight strikeouts. 

"My fastball was working pretty 
good. I had good control today and 
my curveball was picking up a,; the 
game went on ... Carpenter explained. 

CENTRAL 
(Continued from Page 13) 

"I just tried to focus on putting the 
ball over the plate. I felt like I did 
pretty good on spotting (the ball) to
day so my confidence was way up." 

Carpenter was even better under 
pressure as he did not allow a single 
ball to even leave the infield when 
runners were on base. 

"He just kept making pitches in the 
clutch," said Linsly coach Jay Cart
wright. "In the middle innings we 
came alive a little bit and had some 
pressure on him and he was just really 
effective at making pitches when he 
had to. We struck out a lot when we 
had to get balls in play and they made 
all the plays on defense.'' 

After walking back-to-back hitters 
in the top of the third, Selmon was re
placed on the mound by senior Adam 
Och, who all but matched Carpen
ter's effectiveness on the mound. The 
Shamrocks did not record a single hit 
from the second to the sixth inning 
and their only baserunners in that 
span were the two that walked against 
Selmon and were stranded by Och. 

"He kept us in the game.'' Cart
wright said of Och. "Brodie struggled 
with his breaking ball command ear
ly but he started to throw better. I just 
wanted to make a switch before it got 
out of hand." 

The Cadets finally chased Car
penter from the mound when Dillon 
Wilson walked in the bottom of the 
sixth and Xavier Fankhauser singled 
to put runners on the comers with 
two outs. 

Kason Powell entered the game for 
Barnesville and induced a routine fly
ball to right field to end the threat. 

It looked like Barnesville would 
have to be contempt with its 2-run 
lead when Och got two quick outs to 
start the top of the seventh but Mar
shall Meade reached on an error and 

Jeremy Fankhouse singled and sud
denly. the Shamrocks were in busi
ness. 

Colton Hines and CJ Hannahs 
then hit back-to-back RBI singles as 
the Shamrocks were finally able to 
add some insurance runs. Hines later 
scored on a wild pitch and Barnes
ville led 5-0 heading into the bottom 
of the seventh. -

"He had tried to work the count 
and get (Brodie) Selmon out of the 
game because we knew how good he 
was;· Butler explained. ··we decided 
in that last inning that we were going 
to be aggressive at the plate and we 
just got the batTel to the ball and good 
things happened ... 

Center fielder Luca Dilorenzo 
walked to lead off the bottom of the 
seventh and later scored on a sacrifice 
fly to right field by Och. but that was 
all the offense Cadet-; could muster as 
Powell got Wilson to pop out to sec
ond base to end the game. 

"We had 1101 a very good perfor
mance (Friday) and our seniors just 
took control and they kept the dugout 
up (Saturday).'' Butler said. "They 
kept everybody focused and that's a 
hat's off to our seniors:· 

Carpenter pitched 5 2/3 scoreless 
innings on the mound with eight pun
chouts and an RBI double at the plate. 
Hines and Hannahs both had RBI sin
gles in the seventh and Johru;on had a 
run-scoring single in the first. 

For Linsly. Selmon took the loss. 
allowing two runs in 2 2/3 innings 
with si£strikeouts. Och allowed three 
runs in 4 I /3 innings with four strike
outs and an RBI and a double at the 
dish. 

Barnesville will now play Martins 
Ferry. who defeated Fort Frye 2-1 
Sarurday. for the OV AC Class 3A 
title. 

Again. however. Foster was unfazed. He got a fly 
out to right and then got the final outs by virtue of a 
6-3 double play in which the Knights had the Tigers 
shaded up the middle. 

"Those double plays were huge and great timing 
on both. too,'' Rowe said. "We didn't lose focus or 
get down on ourselves (after the errors), we just came 
back and made the plays we had to make .• , 

"Every time we have Ben Foster on the mound. we 
have a chance to win the game:· Rowe said. ·This is 
the third time he's pitched against Shadyside and he 
just did his job ... 

The Knights were able !O produce a run in the third . 

Foster. who struck out only one. pitched to contact 
most of the day. And the contact - for the most part 
- was soft as Shadyside's hitters were off balance at 
the plate most of the game. 

"Ben did a good job on the bump and we had a hard 
time adjusting." Shadyside head coach Shawn Selm
on said. ·The pitcher's job is to throw timing off and 
he did a good job of it (Saturday). We,~idn't put the 
runs on the board like we should have. 

Outside of the first. sixth and seventh, scoring oppor
tunities were limited for the Tigers. They had only one 
runner reach scoring position in the other four innings. 

PARK 
(Continued from Page 13) 

"They took a little punch in the first inning and an
swered it. To sec these guys come together and do 
that. they showed a lot of character to battle like that.'' 

r-.. ..-. •• • ... ' • , I• t '11 ",., 

Taking advantage of a hit batsman. stolen base. sin
gle and a RBI groundout by Peyton Toepfer. Central 
knotted the game at one. 

The victory sends the Knights to the OV AC cham
pionship game this Saturday against third-seeded To
ronto. which won its semifinal at Frontier on Friday. 
The title game will be played at Edison·s brand-new 
facility in Richmond and begin at I p.m. 

Shadyside. meanwhile. falls to 9-3 and will get 
re-focused on the remaining goals lt has left in front 
of it for this season. 

"This is the first goal. but the second goal and big
ger one is obviously the state playoffs:· Selmon said. 
"We have a good ballclub and we have a lot more 
baseball to play and we plan on making some noise." 

NAILERS 
(Continued from Page 13) 

The Nailers had a strong response in the back half of 
the stanza, and were able to draw even on a power play. 
Josh Maniscalco worked the puck into the left circle for 
y ___ .., ! _ 4 , _ __ : .J _ •• ,L .- ; ____ .. ..J; • 1 ..J . .:11 _ .J - - - -.l ... ... , • - t.. 
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and the Philadelphia 
Flyers beat the Pim
burgh Penguins 4-1 on 
Sunday. 

Morgan Fro"t added 
a goal and an assist and 
Travis Konecny scored 
an empty-netter for the 
Flyers. who won their 
second straight after lo~
ing six in a row. 

Sidney Cro<;by scored 
for the playoff-bound 
Penguins. 

"We ju<;t weren't good 
enough:· Pitt~burgh 
coach Mike Sullivan 
said. '·I wa" hopeful that 
we were goinir to have a 
better effort:·-

Thc Penguins entered 
in third place in 1he Met
ropolitan Dhfoon. two 
pomts ahead of Washing
ton. Pittsburgh has two 
games remaining and 
would play the Rang
ers in the fir-;t round of 
the playoffs by staying 
in third place. If Wash
ington jumps ahead of 
the Penguins. Pittsburgh 
would meet the Eastern 
Conference-leading Flor
ida Panther<; in the open
ing round. 

"Wasn't our best:' 
Cro-;by -;aid. "It's not 
always gomg to be your 
best. you still have to 
find ways to win. We've 
got two games left here 
to make sure we're play 
ing the right way going 
into the playoffs. You 
definitclv want to be 
playing • well. wherever 
that seeds you so be it:· 

Philadelphia is merely 
playing out the season. 
The Flyers entered with 
the second worst record 
in the East. and several 
regulars are sidelined 
for the remainder of the 
season. A mix of AHL 
call-ups and young play
ers looking to establish 
themselves in the NHL 
gave Philadelphia a sur
prising lift against the 
more-talented Penguins. 

Cates is one of them. 
A fifth-round pick in 
20 I 7. Cates recorded 
his first multi-goal per
formance and now ha!\ 
five tallies in 13 career 
games. He jomed the 
Flyers after hi,; college 
team. Minnesota-Oulu 
th. wa~ eliminated from 
the NCAA tournament. 

The 23-year-old 
Cates scored both goals 
in nearly identical fash
ion. the first a deflection 
of Keith Yandle' s slap 
shot from in front of 
the net with I 3: 11 left 
in the second period co 
put Philadelphia ahead 
2-0. and the second a 
redirection of I van Pro
vorov' s slap shot on the 
power play with I 0:22 
to play to make it 3-0. 
It was a rare tally on the 
man-advantage for Phil
adelphia. which entered 
last in the NHL on the 
power play by convert
ing just 12 percent of its 

I"'IUM, t.:i, lXUlt::IC:U llJC: 

third hne with Cates and 
23-year-old Owen Tip
pett. 

.. Nice to be around 
some younger guys:· 
Cates said ... We 're chat
ting a little bit. helping 
each other out and obvi
ously producing a little 
bit. so ifs nice." 

Crosby recorded his 
3 I ~t of the season and 
team leading 84th point 
with 3:33 left. 

GOOD GOALIES 
With <;tarter Tristan 

Jarry sidelined with a foot 
injury. Louis Domingue 
made his ~econd appear
ance of the season in 
goal for the Penguins. 
Backup Casey DeSmith 
has assumed the :-.tarting 
spot while Jarry recovers 
from an injury ,;ustained 
on April 14. DeSmith 
made 23 saves in Pitts
burgh's 7-2 win at De
troit on Saturday. 

Domingue was solid 
throughout the contest 
and kept the Penguins 
from falling into a three
goal deficit with a stellar 
pad stop of Tippett from 
point blnnk range with 
IO minute~ left in the 
second. He fim.,hed with 
39 saves. 

Jones was even better. 
Philadelphia's goalie was 
at his best late in the sec
ond. first denying Jake 
Guentzel with 5 :09 left 
and then turning away 
E\geni Malkin·.., excel
lent chance on the power 
play '2 7 seconds later. 
TRAINER'S ROOM 
Penguins: Sullivan 

said last week that Jarry 
is "week to week.·• He 
has missed four straight 
contests. 

UP NEXT 
Penguins: Host Ed

monton on Tuesday 
night. 

HURRICANES 5 
ISLANDERS2 

NEW YORK (AP) -
Max Dami scored the 
go-ahead goal early in 
the third period and the 
Carolina Hurricanes !!Ot 
help from a rookie goal
tender. boosting their 
Metropolitan Division 
lead by beating the New 
York hlander'> 5-2 on 
Sundav. 

BLUEJACKETSS 
OILERS2 

COLUMBUS. Ohio 
(AP) - Rookie Nick 
Blankenburg scored 
his first NHL goal and 
added an assist to help 
Columbus beat Edmon
ton. breaking a five
game losing streak and 
keeping the Oilers from 
clinching second place 
in the Pacific Division. 

REDWINGS3 
DEVILS0 

NEWARK. N.J. (AP) 
Alex Nedeljkov

ic had l 7 saves. Oskar 
Sundqvist and Tyler 
Bertuzzi each had a goal 
and assist and Detroit 
beat New Jersey. 

APRIL SPECIAL - 20% OFF BEDDING 
Includes quilts, bedspreads, blankets and comforters 

• 
1 l6N. Sugar SI. SI Claiisvile 740-695·3100 ' 
804 Bond Sl Barnesville 740-425•3101 
m, Na110nal Rd, Wheeling 304-242-4470 
115 Edgrr,glon Ln. Wheeling 304·242·6697 

• 

aetense ana p1tcrung can oe. 1 ooay 
wa,; good proof of what that can do 
for vou." 

Facing off against Unsly (I 3-3) 
starter Brodie Selmon in the top of 
the first inning. right fielder CJ Han
nahs walked. -;tole second base and 
raced home when Carpenter sent a 
ball over the centerfielder's head for 
a double to score the first run of the 
game. Carpenter reached home plate 
when catcher Kyvan Johnson laced 

·'I just tried to focus on putting the 
ball over the plate. I felt like I did 
pretty good on spotting (the ball) to
day so my confidence was way up:· 

Carpenter was even better under 
pressure as he did not allow a single 
ball to even leave the infield when 
runners were on base. 

Jeremy Fankhou~e singled and sud
denly. the Shamrocks were in busi
ness. 

Colton Hines and CJ Hannahs 
then hit back-to-back RBI singles as 
the Shamrocks were finally able to 
add some insu:<lnce runs. Hines later 
scored on a wild pitch and Barnes
ville led 5-0 heading into the bottom 

, a ~ingle through the middle and the 
1 

Shamrocks led 2-0 before Carpenter 
had even taken the mound. 

··we know we can hit. we just have 
struggled with hitting the last couple 
of games:· Carpenter said. 'That's 
what we·re looking for, to get runs. 
get ahead early and ride it out the rest 
of the way. 

·'He just kept making pitches in the 
clutch," said Linsly coach Jay Cart
wright. "In the middle innings we 
came alive a little bit and had some 
pressure on him and he was just really 
effective at making pitches when he 
had to. We struck out a lot when we 
had to get balls in play and they made 
all the plays on defense.·· 

After walking back-to-back hitters 
in the top of the third, Selmon was re
placed on the mound by senior Adam 
Och, who all but matched Carpen
ter's effectiveness on the mound. The 
Shamrocks did not record a single hit 
from the second to the sixth inning 
and their only baserunners in that 
span were the two that walked against 
Selmon and were stranded by Och. 

of the seventh. -
"He had tried co work the count 

and get (Brodie) Selmon out of the 
game becaw,e we knev. how good he 
was:· Butler explained ... We decided 
in that last inning that we were going 
to be aggre!\sive at the plate and we 
just got the barrel to the ball and good 
things happened.·· 

''Ifs a big confidence booster (to 
score early) ... 

Center fielder Luca Dilorenzo 
walked to lead off the bottom of the 
seventh and later !>Cored on a ::,acrifice 
fly to nght field by Och. but that w~ 
all the often~e Cadet-, could mu!>ter as 
Powell got Wilson to pop out to sec
ond base to end the e:ame. 

Barnesville was fortunate to score 
those two early runs. because their 
offense all but disappeared in the 
middle innings. However. with the 
way Carpenter was throwing on the 
mound it did not really matter. 

Linsly had baserunners in every 
inning of Saturday's game but none 
of them made it even as far as third 
ba-;e as Carpenter spun 5 2/3 innings 
of shutout ball. 

"He kept us in the game:· Cart
wright said of Och. "Brodie struggled 
with his breaking ball command ear
ly but he started to throw better. I just 
wanted to make a switch before it got 
out of hand.'' 

··we had not a \:el)' good pe~or
mance (Fnday) and our semoP.. JU~t 
took control and they kept the dugout 
up (Saturday)." Butler said. "The) 
kept everybody focused and that's a 
hat's off to our seniors." 

Carpenter pitched 5 2/3 scoreless 
innings on the mound with eight pun
chouts and an RBI double at the plate. 
Hines and Hannahs both had RBI sin
gle::. in these, enth and Johnson had a 
run-sc01ing single in the first. 

.. Gavin was unbelievable on the 
mound. you couldn ·t a<;k for a bet
ter pe1fo1mance." Butler said. "He's 
been clutch for u., <;ince he was a 
freshman and he did it again for us 
(Saturday).'" -

The Cadets finally chased Car
penter from the mound when Dillon 
Wilson walked in the bottom of the 
sixth and Xavier Fankhouser singled 
to put runners on the comers with 
two outs. 

For Lins!) . Selmon took the loss. 
a:lowm!! two nms in 2 2 ., mnings 
with si£strikeouts. Och allowed thre.e 
runs in 4 l /3 innings with four strike
outs and an RBI and a double at the 
dish. 

Carpenter walked five batters and 
allowed five hits, but he located his 
fa<;tball well and used a low curveball 
to rack up eight strikeout,. 

Kason Powell entered the game for 
Barnesville and induced a routine fly
ball to right field to end the threat. 

It looked like Barnesville would 
have to be contempt with its 2-run 
lead when Och got two quick outs to 
start the top of the seventh but Mar
shall Meade reached on an error and 

.. My fastball was working pretty 
good, I had good control today and 
my curveball was picking up a-; the 
game went on:· Carpenter explained. 

CENTRAL 
(Continued from Page 13) 

Again, however. Foster was unfazed. He got a fly 
out to right and then got the final outs by virtue of a 
6-3 double play in which the Knights had the Tigers 
shaded up the middle. 

"Those double plays were huge and great timing 
on both. too." Rowe said. ··we didn't lose focus or 
get down on ourselves (after the errors), we just came 
back and made the plays we had to make." 

Foster. who struck out only one, pitched to contact 
most of the day. And the contact for the most part 
- was soft as Shadyside·s hitters were off balance at 
the plate most of the game. 

"Ben did a good job on the bump and we had a hard 
time adjusting." Shadyside head coach Shawn Selm
on said. "The pitcher's job is to throw timing off and 
he did a good job of it (Saturday). We didn't put the 
run-; on the board like we should have." 

Outside of the first. sixth and seventh. scoring oppor
tunities were limited for the Tigers. They had only one 
runner reach scoring position in the other four innings. 

PARK 
(Continued from Page 13) 

''They took a little punch in the first inning and an
swered it. To see these guys come together and do 
that. they showed a lot of character to battle like that." 

DeGenova didn't just showcase his skills at the 
plate. he also earned the win on the mound with two 
strikeouts. two walks and only one earned run allowed 
in five innings. 

"He was really good last week at Steubenville 
and he was really good (Saturday),'' Myers said of 
DeGenova. ·'He hits his spots and gives everything he 
has on the mound. He was able to hand the ball to the 
next e:uv and that is one of our mottos.'' 

Templeton sparked another two-run frame for the 
Hawks with a RBI double to pull within 9-4 but a pair 
of University errors in the bottom of the fifth helped 
give Park an I I -4 upper hand. 

University"s Aaron Forbes put a charge into the ball 
and the Hawks in the sixth with a three-run home run 
that cut the deficit to l 1-7 but a Kupsky RBI ground
out in the bottom of the stanza put the game on ice. 

"We were really happy with the start of the game.'' 
University coach Brad Comport said. "We were scor
ing in the first and getting some hits but we just re
sponded vel)' poorly in the field. They were hitting 
some balls really hard but we didn 't help ourselves 
defensively. We made some errors and put some guys 
on base. They put up a six spot in the first and that 
was a really good response by them. We kind of had 
to play catch up from that point on. That's hard to do 
with a team that hits the ball as well as Park does.'' 

Kupsky finished with a single, a double and three 
RBI. Simons tallied a single. a double and two RBI, 
DeGenova. singled, doubled and drove in one and 
Michael Bittinger finished with two hits for Park. 

• 

Barnesville will now play Martms 
Ferry. who defeated Fort Fl)'e 2-1 
Saturday. tor the OV AC Clas.., 3A 
title. 

"Every time we have Ben Foster on the mound. we 
have a chance to win the game:· Rowe ::-aid. "This is 
the third time he's pitched against Shadyside and he 
just did his job." 

The Knights were able to produce a run in the third. 
Taking advantage of a hit batsman. stolen base. sin
gle and a RBI groundout by Peyton Toepfer. Central 
knotted the game at one. 

The victory sends the Knights to the OV AC cham
pionship game this Saturday against third-seeded To
ronto, which won its -;emifinal at Frontier on Friday. 
The title game will be played at Edison ·s brand-new 
facility in Richmond and begin at I p.m. 

Shadyside. meanwhile. fall~ to 9-3 and will get 
re-focused on the remaining goals it has left in front 
of it for this sea~on. 

"This is the first goal. but the second goal and big
ger one is obviously the '>late playoffs:· Selmon ,aid. 
"We have a good ballclub and we ha\·e a lot more 
baseball to play and we plan on making some noise:· 

NAILERS 
(Continued from Page 13) 

The Nailers had a strong response in the back half of 
the stanz.a, and were able to draw even on a power play. 
Josh Maniscalco worked the puck into the left circle for 
Justin Almeida. who immediately d!illed a pass through 
the slot for Dylan MacPherson. who stepped up on the 
right side and wired a shot into the open side of the cage. 

The Komets came with some early pressure once 
again, but Wheeling held its ground. then bided its time 
as it produced a go-ahead goal. That tally came with with 
3:39 remaining. Jared Cockrell poked the puck through 
the defender's legs. as he created a breakaway for him
self. Cockrell faked from forehand to backhand. and slid 
a shot around Samuel Harvey·s right pad. 

A key moment in the contest took place in the early 
stages of the third period. The Nailers were forced to kill 
a 4--on-3 penalty kill. which turned into a 5-on-4. They 
did so succe~~fully, and that immediately parlayed into 
a goal. Justin Almeida pinned the puck in the offensive 
zone to finish off the kill. then he dipped to the goal line. 
before centering a pas~ to Sean Josling. who buried a wrist 
shot into the top-left comer of the net Fort Wayne pulled 
within one on Adam Brubacher's center point w1ister. 
but Wheeling answered l :20 later, a,; Cam Hausinger 
willed in the rebound of Patrick Watling·s cannon off the 
left post, as the Nailers were victorious~ 4-2. 

Louis-Philip Guindon was sen,ational in goal for 
Wheeling, as he thwarted away 41 of the 43 ~hots he 
faced in the win. Samuel Harvey took the defeat. as he 
made 24 saves on 28 shots. 

The series will shift to WesBanco Arena for the next 
set of games. as the Nailers will hO!>l the Komets for 
games three. four. and five on Wedne!>day. ~riday._ and 
Saturday (if necessary). All home game., will begm at 
7:10. 
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Rex Shuts 
Down St. C. 
In Semifinal 

By KIM NORTH 
For The Intelligencer 

CADIZ - When two crafty lefties 
get together on the mound, don't expect 
many runs. 

Such was the case Saturday at sun
drenched Mazeroski Field as Harrison 
Central's Tre Rex and St. Clairsville's 
Hunter Hoffman toed the rubber in an 
epic Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Class 4A baseball tournament semifi
nal. 

The second-seeded Huskies ( l 0-3) 
rode the two-hit pitching of Rex and 
used Cabot Arbaugh's RBI single for a 
1-0 triumph over the No. 3 Red Devils. 

"I haven't pitched in almost two 
weeks. I've been battling some arm 
problems," Rex, a transfer from Union 
Local, said. "But (Saturday) I just came 
out looking to do what I usually do." 

Rex got in trouble immediately as he 
walked leadoff batter Braylen Blom
quist on four pitches. Mason Myers 
lined back to Rex, but he threw the ball 
wildly to first attempting to double-up 
the runner as Blomquist scampered to 
second. Joey Balgo drew a full-count 
walk and Hoffman legged out a roller 
to the hole at short for an infield single 
that loaded the bases. 

However, Rex fanned the next two 
batters. both looking. to escape un
scathed. 

"That gave me a boost of confi
dence,'' he said of the back-to-back 
punchouts. "My curveball was really 
working today. It was my best pitch to
day. I was starting it low in the strike 
zone and they were swinging at it. It got 
the job done." 

Both head coaches praised Rex's ef
fort. He struck out 11 (five looking), 
walked seven and hit a pair of Red Dev
ils in throwing 119 pitches (69 strikes). 

"He was phenomenal today. That's 
Tre Rex. He's pretty dam good," Har
rison Central head coach Mike Valesko 
beamed. "He had some back spasms 
that affected his last outing, but he's 
worked his way through it and he did 
the job today. 

"We've kind of had this day circled 
on the calendar for a couple of weeks 
now thinking we might be here." 

Veteran St. Clairsville (5-5) head 
coach Tom Sliva lauded, not only Rex, 
but Hoffman, as well. 

"We hit the ball very poorly today. 
First of all. though. our pitcher did a 

Photo by Kim North 
Harrison Central pitcher Tre Rex de
livers to the plate during Saturday's 
OVAC Class 4A semifinal. 

tremendous job as did theirs. There 
was a total of five hits in the game. Our 
guys have a lot of work to do at the 
plate. We've got a lot of growing up to 
do at the plate," he said after counting 
up 11 runners left on base, with seven 
of those in scoring position. "We've 
got guys that are good in practice, but 
when it comes to games, they tighten 
up. They've got to understand that if 
you're going to win big games, you've 
got to beat big-time pitchers. That was 
a big-time pitcher today." 

While Rex was holding the Red Dev
ils in check, the Huskies got him the 
only run he would need in the bottom 
of the second. Kaden J urosko drew 
a full-count walk leading off. After 
stealing second, he went to third on a 
sacrifice bunt by Rex. Arbaugh tried to 
bunt twice, but both times were unsuc
cessful. With the count 1-2, he singled 
softly to left to plate Jurosko. 

"We asked him to bunt but he didn't 
get them down, but credit to him," 
Valesko noted. "We've had some good 
practices lately about doing whatever it 
takes to win a game, but when we got 
to that point, you had to do something 
to win the game. Today Cabot didn't 
get down on himself by not getting two 
bunts down, but with two strikes he 
choked up on the bat and got enough of 
the pitch to send it into left field for a 
single," Valesko recalled. 

With the win, Harrison Central ad
vances to the championship game 
next weekend in Richmond at Edison 
High School opposite top-seeded Cam
bridge, which rallied past No. 4 Indian 
Creek, 8-7. It will be Valesko's third 
try at a title. The Huskies haven't won 
an OV AC baseball title since 2013. It 
is one of four they possess as they went 
back-to-back in 2005 and 2006. and 
also won the 3A crown in 2000. 

Ferry Fends Off Fort Frye 
By BUBBA KAPRAL 
For The Intelllgencer 

MARTINS FERRY - It was base
ball at its finest, played between two 
quality programs with much at stake. 

Fort Frye made the trek to the Purple 
City Saturday afternoon for an OV AC 
3A semifinal contest, matching the 8-2 
Cadets against the Purple Riders, own
ing an identical mark, with both squads 
boasting mound aces. 

After seven well-played innings, 
coach Anthony Reasbeck's resilient 
Riders pulled out a come-from-behind 
2-1 triumph. The hosts did not score un
til their sixth at-bat. 

The win propels the Purple Riders into 
the OV AC title game against Barnes
ville. The Shamrocks downed top-seed
ed Linsly, 5-1. Ferry and Barnesville 
will vie for the conference crown Satur
day at 11 a.m. at newly refurbished Edi
son High School. 

The Purple Riders downed the Sham
rocks in last year's conference semi-fi
nal tilt. Ferry subsequently lost to Linsly 
in the championship game. 

Colby Shriver, as is usually the case, 
was brilliant on the hill for Ferry. He 
had to be as Fort Frye's Clay Gruey, 
a Morgan High transfer, was nearly as 
brilliant. 
. ~~ver ~c.a!tere~ ju~~ _six hits w~~e 

Fort Frye's lone run was ironically 
scored by a Cadet who Shriver struck 
out to open the game. Cadets' leadoff I 
hitter Dawson Layton struck out, but 
reached first after the ball got past the 
catcher. He later scored on a two-out 
single by Ian Ellis. 

While Shriver hurled a gem, he was 
far from the lone Purple standout. The 
Ferrians boasted heroes aplenty. 

Down 1-0 in the sixth, Ferry third 
baseman Colin Sneadeker crushed a 
Gruey offering over the left field fence, 
knotting matters at 1-1. 

Fort Frye threatened in the seventh, 
putting runners on second and third with 
one out. The Cadets' Carman Tennant 
lofted a fly ball to rightfield. Ferry fresh
man Ayden Ludolph made the catch and 
fired a strike to home plate to gun down 
Jackson Love, ending the inning and 
keeping the score tied. 

The Purple Riders, now riding a wave 
of momentum, took care of business on 
the strength of some two-out lightning in 
the seventh. 

Designated hitter Jesse Nagel kept 
the hosts alive with an infield single. 
Ludolph was beaned for the second time 
on the day. Both runners advanced on a 
wild pitch. Catcher Colten Redinger de
livered the game-winner via an infield 
single deep in the hole at shortstop. 

, ,,,r 1 . l - ·---·- ,- 1 --·--- - • -- --- n .. .o. 

WVU Ends Spring Ball, 
Starts 'Important Summer' 

By JARED SERRE 
For The Intelligencer 

MORGANTOWN - Now, West 
Virginia University football fans wait. 

Saturday's Gold-Blue Spring Game 
marked the end of a progressive session 
of spring ball for the Mountaineers, one 
that saw the team embrace a somewhat 
new offense, a lack of experience in the 
defensive secondary and many other ad
justments. 

With Week l's kickoff against Pitt set 
for Sept. 1, much of what the team will 
look like then is still inconclusive. But, 
at the very least, coach Neal Brown and 
company have reached the first check
point in a long offseason as the climb 
continues. 

Offensively, new coordinator and 
quarterbacks coach Graham Harrell has 
brought a welcome mindset to a group 
that needed revamping. He also brought 
a keen eye as three vied for the title of 
starting quarterback in the spring -
with another contender coming soon. 

"What Graham's done, he's brought 
a confidence, he's got good swagger, 
but he's humble," Brown said. "I think 
that's been really effective in that room." 

Quarterbacks Will "Goose" Crowder, 
Garrett Greene and Nicco Marchio! have 
been working with the team this spring, 
each experiencing ups and downs in a 
battle that appears somewhat close. J.T. 
Daniels, a former five-star quarterback 
prospect from Georgia, complicates 
things as he expects to join the fold this 
summer after committing to WVU earli
er this month. 

At running back, position coach Chad 
Scott has been impressed by the depth 
of the group as he eyes the replacement 
for Leddie Brown. Scott said earlier in 
the spring that he would likely turn to 
two different running backs at the same 
time - giving him a full deck as Tony 
Mathis, Lyn-J Dixon, Justin Johnson 
and Jaylen Anderson each have unique 
skill sets. 

Elsewhere, the offensive line returns 
all five starters, while the wide receiv
er room keeps two of its top three pass 

PIRATES 
(Continued from Page 13) 

"Our bullpen's been throwing pretty 
well and hope to continue that and pull 
for one another and keep this thing 
snowballing," Peters said. 

Newman, Yoshi Tsutsugo and Ben 
Gamel each drove in a run for the Pirates, 
who took three of four in the series. 

A day after it collected 2 3 hits during 
a historic .romp, Chicago lost for the 
fifth time in six games overall. Villar 
committed a throwing error that brought 
home a run in the fourth, and the Cubs 
left 11 runners on base, including sev
en over the final three innings. 

With runners on second and third 
in the ninth, Willson Contreras struck 
out swinging for the second out. After 
Happ was walked intentionally, Frank 
Schwindel also struck out swinging on 
three straight fastballs from Bednar -
each registering at least 97.2 mph. 

"You dream of those spots to be in," 
Bednar said, "and coming out on top and 
help the team win is all that matters." 

Bednar has a sparkling 0.80 ERA 
in 28 games since last year's All-Star 
break. Crowe extended his scoreless 
streak to begin the season to 13 1 /3 
innings. 

"We all feed off one another," 
Crowe said, "and we all know how 
good our stuff can be if we trust it." 

The Cubs got off to another solid start, 
scoring in the first inning for the third 
time in the series. They have 16 first-in
ning runs over 16 games this season. 

Ortega scampered home on a rare 
error by slick-fielding third baseman 
Ke'Bryan Hayes, and Schwindel add
ed an RBI single. But Brubaker lim
ited the damage by striking out Villar 
and Jason Heyward. 

Pittsburgh got one back on Gamel's 
RBI single in the second, and then 
went ahead to stay with two in the third 
r)n,i1nc-t TuC't1n ~t.o~lo ( 1 _ "}\ Tcnt~nlTn 

catchers from 2021. 
"I feel good about where we ·re at of

fensively as we hit the summer," Brown 
said. "Do we have to get better? Yes. 
We need some depth at some positions. 
probably so. But I do like our mix, and 
I think we made strides on those explo
si ve plays and our consistency running 
the football." 

Defensively, a lack of depth in the 
secondary has been the biggest concern. 
With a handful of last season· s starters 
leaving the program, young players such 
as Davis Mallinger, Hershey McLaurin 
and Aubrey Burks have quickly been 
thrust into considerable playing time. 

At linebacker, the addition of trans~ 
fer Lee Kpogba provides much-needed 
experience in the middle, while Lance 
Dixon has continued to grow with more 
time in defensive coordinator Jordan 
Lesley's system. The lone question 
mark is currently at bandit. as Lanell 
Carr and Jared Bartlett are battling for 
the starting spot. 

The loss of Akheem Mesidor on the 
defensive line, while demoralizing to 
Brown and some inside the program. has 
allowed for Justin Jefterson - arguably 
the strongest player on the entire roster 
- to see increased reps. 

"I feel like we just improved every 
day," defensive lineman Dante Stills 
said about the defense's spring perfor
mance. "That was kind of the main goal 
going into it, just make sure we take one 
step every day. I feel like. overall, we im
proved in many ways. Our aggression, 
just the way we play. stuff like that." 

The Mountaineers will take a break 
until Memorial Day. returning for eight 
practices over nine weeks during the 
summer. 

"I think the summer is going to be 
really important for us," Brown said. 
"We're gonna add, I think, 18 more peo
ple to the mix on scholarship. another 15 
or so that are gonna be preferred walk
ons. We gotta get them acclimated, and 
we've got some guys that are younger 
players that must continue to develop as 
we go through the summer." 

MAKING MOVES 
The Pirates added another arm to 

their pitching staff. bringing up right
hander Beau Sulser from Triple-A In
dianapolis. It's the first major league 
promotion for Sulser, the brother of 
Miami Marlins reliever Cole Sulser. 
To make room on Pittsburgh ·s 40- and 
28-man rosters, outfielder Anthony 
Alford was designated for assignment. 

UP NEXT 
Pirates: Following an off day, RHP 

Mitch Keller (0-3, 6.23 ERA) starts 
Tuesday night in the opener of a three
game series against Milwaukee. RHP 
Brandon Woodruff (2-1, 4.30 ERA) 
pitches for the visiting Brewers. 

Saturday 
CUBS 21, PIRATES 0 

CHICAGO (AP) - Alfonso Rivas 
had three hits and five RBIs, and the 
Cubs stopped a four-game slide by 
pounding the Pirates. 

YANKEES 5, GUARDIANS 4 
NEW YORK (AP) - Yankees 

fans in the right-field bleachers pelted 
Cleveland outfielders with bottles. 
cans and debris in a chaotic scene 
moments after Isiah Kiner-Falefa and 
pinch-hitter Gleyber Torres got RBI 
hits with two outs in the ninth inning 
to lift New York over the Guardians. 

Sunday 
YANKEES 10, GUARDIANS 2 
NEW YORK (AP} - Gerrit Cole 

bounced back from the shortest start of 
his career, Anthony Rizzo powered an 
early offensive barrage and the New 
York Yankees pounded the Cleveland 
Guardians 10-2 Sunday to complete a 
three-game sweep in a series marred 
by fan misbehavior. 

REDS 4, CARDINALS 1 
CINCINNATI (AP) - First-round 

draft pick Nick Lodolo got his first 
ml'linr lPl'lonP win :i, rinc-inn::iti hf'::it 
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BEALLSVILLE'S 
LEAH Trigg (23) 

slides across 
home plate on 
a wild pitch as 

Madonna pitcher 
Madison Cross 
looks on during 

the third inning of 
Monday's OVAC 

Torn Bechtel 
Class 1 A Softball 

Championships 
semifinal on Lisa's 

Field at the 1-470 
J.B. Chambers 

Complex in Elm ~ 
Grove. The Blue 

Devils won, 12-0. 
and will meet 

Conotton Valley • 
Friday at 5 p.m. • 

for the title. 
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1Beallsville routs Madonna in 1A 
By KIM NORTH 

I Times Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - A pair of youth
ful ~quads faced off in an Ohio Val
ley Athletic Conference Tom Bech
tel Softball Championships Class I A 
-;cmifinal Mondav. 

Bcalbville. the No. 2 seed. scored 
four times in the top of the first in
ning and never looked back in handing 
third-seeded Madonna a I 2-0 setback 
in a game halted after four-and-a-half 
innings clue to the I 0-run mercy rule 
on Lisa·~ Field at the J.B. Chambers 
J-4 70 Complex. 

With the victory. the Blue Devils (8-

8) not only evened their record but ad
vanced to the Class I A title tilt for the 
first time in roughly a decade-and-a
half. They will meet defending cham
pion and No. I seed Conotton Valley 
which blanked No. 4 Paden City, I 0-
0. in another mercy-rule contest. That 
game will be played Friday at 5 p.m. at 
Ben's Field. 

··we think it was 2005," Beallsville 
head coach Rhea Pittman said when 
asked how long it's been since the Blue 
Devils have played for an OV AC soft
ball title. "We're not positive. but we 
think it was 2005." 

Beallsville was the 2000 Class I A 
champion. 

Winning pitcher Kaylee Hagan, 
a promising freshman, and standout 
sophomore shortstop Kinley Hughes 
got things rolling with back-to-back 
RBI hits with one out. Hagan singled 
and Hughes doubled. Sophomore 
catcher Leah Trigg delivered a two-run 
double with two outs for a 4-0 reading 
as all nine Blue Devils batted. 

"We wanted to get an early start," 
Pittman said. "This has been one of 
our goals the past two seasons. To win 
a game here is really big for our pro
gram. These girls have worked really 
hard all season." 

See. BEALLSVILLE, Page B2 

Shadyside comes up 
shor~-to·Caldwell in 2A 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ELM GROVE - Robert Gorrell Jr. may be in his 
first season as the Shadyside softball head coach, 
but he's just like many of his cohorts when it comes 
to moral victories. 

The Tigers (6-9) battled and clawed their way into 
the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Tom Bechtel 
Class 2A Softball Championships on the final day. 
Their reward: a date with defending champion and 
top seed Caldwell who they were mercy-ruled by 
(11-0) earlier this season. 

However, Monday night fourth-seeded Shadyside 
gave the Redskins everything they had before fall
ing 2-1 in semifinal action on Ben's Field at the J.B. 

~ Chambers I-470 Complex. 
"This was the kind of game that the fans like to 

watch. I would have liked to have come out on top, 
t:....--------==----'--"--o:c-=~..;;..,11=~= ...... =--= ...... ..;,;,;~ but it's a tough loss," Gorrell Jr. said. "The season's 

T·L Photo/KIM NORTH 
SHADYSIDE SECOND baseman McKenzie Zdunczyk (12) forces 
out Caldwell's Sydney Saling in the first inning of Monday night's 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Tom Bechtel Softball Champion
ships Class 2A semifinal on Ben's Field at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 
Complex in Elm Grove. The Redskins nipped the Tigers, 2-~. and 
will defend their title Saturday. Shadyside shortstop Gentry Brown 
(71) is also pictured. 

Steelers may 
be looking 
fnr nR IAlith 

not over yet and you can learn a lot from losing. You 
ha_ve to have a short memory and step back up in the 
next game. 

"We've only got one senior, so we' ve got every
body coming back next year." 

The Tigers drew first blood as they bunched three 
See, SHADYSIDE, Page B2 
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Martins Ferry 
comes up short 
to Wheeling CC 
By BUBBA KAPRAL 
For The Times Leader 

MARTINS FERRY - All games are 
not created equal. 

Both Martins Ferry and Wheeling 
Central posted thrilling OV AC semifi
nal wins Saturday afternoon. 

The Purple Riders advanced to the 3A 
finals via a 2-1 nod over Fort Frye. The 
Maroon Knights. meanwhile. downed 
Shadyside by an identical score m a 2A 
semifinal. Thus. both will play for con
ference crowns Saturday at Edison. 

As fate would have it. the two OY AC 
finalists met Monday in a regular-sea
son contest in the Purple City with 
much less fanfare. Both teams rode the 
anns of their respective aces in the cru
cial Saturday games. 

On Monday, Wheeling Central used 
strong efforts from the Brothers Toep
fer to pull out a wild l 0-9 win. The win 
was the seventh in 13 starts for coach 
Jason Rowe's club. 

Senior Michael Toepfer was the 
hitting star for the Maroon Knights. 
blasting a home run. triple and single, 
knocking in three runs. He also drew an 
intentional walk. 

Sophomore Peyton Toepfer turned in 
a yeoman· s relief effort. He entered in 
the first frame with one out and the Pur
ple Riders leading 5-0. He yielded just 
two runs in 5.2 innings of work to earn 
the mound triumph. 

"Michael has a real nice night at the 
plate. He just needed a double to com
plete the cycle. " Rowe offered ... Pey
ton was strong in relief. He helped us 
weather the storm.·· 

Ferry plated its five first-inning runs 
on just one hit - that coming off the bat 
of Hayden Smith. However. the hosts 
made the most of four walks, a hit-bat
ter and two wild pitches. 

Central replicated Ferry's first inning 
in its second. scoring five runs on just 
one hit - a two-run blast by Michael 
Toepfer. The home run was comple
mented by three base-on-balls and two 
Purple errors. 

The hosts reirained the lead with 
two runs in the second on two walks, a 
hit-batter and an error. 

Central bounced back to forge an 8-7 
lead in the fourth. Eli Turner and Brax
ton Billik singled before Gary Hatfield 
delivered an RBI double. Peyton Toep
fer plated another run with a sacrifice 
fly. Michael Toepfer capped the frame 
with a run-scoring triple. That score 
stood until a wild seventh inning. 

Central stretched its lead to I 0-7 on 
doubles by freshman dandy Seth Cover 
and Turner to go with two Purple errors. 

Those two runs proved to be 
game-winners as Ferry scored a pair 
of run·s in the home half of the seventh 
without netting a hit. Ayden Ludolph 
drew a one-out walk. After a strike
out, the next four Purple Riders were 
beaned, drawing the hosts to within one. 

However, Central closer Peyton Hil
debrand induced a popup to shortstop. 
ending the affair. 

"It was a real nice win," Rowe said. 
"Ferry is an excellent team and they 
have a great program here. 

"We are playing at a high level right 
now," he added. "We are a young team, 

See. FERRY, Page 82 

Olave, Wilson 
among top 
WR ootions 
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quarter of the 30 pre-draft visits 
they're allowed on quarterbacks, 
meetings where they didn't ask 
them to throw a 20-yard out but in
stead picked their respective brains 
on their thought process. 

"Some of (the factors) are not 
football-related. but personality-re
lated." Tomlin said. ·•some people 
are introverted. extroverted and 
(media attention) are draining for 
them. etc. And so for us. it was. 
yes. getting to know them as play-

• Receivers 
Continued from Page B1 

City Chiefs. who have reached 
the Super Bowl two of the past 
three seasons. sent three-time All
Pro Tyreek Hill to the Miami Dol
phins. 

Kansas City has since add
ed former Steelers receiver JuJu 
Smith-Schuster and ex-Packers 
wideout Marquez Valde-;-Scant
ling. while the Packers brought 
in 2014 first-round pick Sammy 
Watkins. But both teams still may 
need to add more receivers. and 
they each have two first-round 
picks in this year's draft. 

The Packers have the 22nd and 
28th overall picks and have two 
more selections in the second 
round. The Chiefs are drafting 29th 
and 30th overall. The Tennessee 
Titans. who pick 26th overall. also 
could use a receiver. 

How soon any rookie receivers 
taken in the lower portion of the 
first round will develop remains 
uncertain. 

Wide receiver traditionally has 
been a developmental position in 
the NFL. Even wideouts taken in 
the first round generally didn ·t do 
much as rookies and instead need
ed time to develop. 

Not anymore. The emergence of 
7-on-7 camps and spread offens
e~ has made wide receivers more 
equipped to contribute as rookies. 

'They"ve been coached probably 
better than back in the day maybe 
10-1 2 year~ ago." Packer~ wide 
receivers coach Jason Vrable said. 
"The reason why. people were 
passing since they·ve been in fifth 
grade now. right? And the growth 
of them as far as the pass game and 
route knowledge and all that stuff. 
typically guys are pretty clean in 

.l '-'•.l"'U .._..u.un..auu.J t.V '-' VU'-"-J'--''4.1. \A-......... J "' &UJ"-' '-,;VJVtr,,,Jt. o>U.J.\.I LU-.., \\,,U.111 

on Monday, a move that means on could roll with just two quarter
paper they have at least one veteran backs, simple math indicates at 
starter at all 22 positions. least one and likely two more will 

That includes at quarterback. need to be drafted or signed before 
Pittsburgh brought Trubisky - • organized team activities begin. 
the No. 2 overall pick by Chicago Tomlin likened Pittsburgh' s un
in 20 l 7 who spent last season as certainty at quarterback this sea
the backup to Josh Allen in Buffa- son to where it stood at the same 
lo - in on a two-year deal in free time last year in regards to running 
agency. Dwayne Haskins' tragic back. The Steelers drafted Najee 
death on a Florida highway earli- Harris in the first round and he set 
er this month leaves Rudolph as a franchise rookie record fer yards 
the only quarterback on the roster rushing. 

that aspect coming out. The biggest 
thing is you·ve got to feel good 
about the playbook, knows the ins 
and outs. know the audible system 
and know why we're doing things. 
And that just takes some time." 

For some young receivers, it 
hasn't taken much time at all. 

Jefferson. drafted 22nd over
all, caught 8 8 passes for 1,400 
yards receiving for the Minnesota 
Vikings in 2020. Chase, the fifth 
overall pick in last year's draft, sur
passed Jefferson's rookie total by 
accumulating 1,455 yards receiv
ing while helping the Cincinnati 
Bengals earn their first Super Bowl 
berth since the 198 8 season. 

Jefferson· s 1.400 yards receiv
ing were the most by a rookie in 
the Super Bowl era. until Chase 
surpa~-.cd it last ~eason. 

This year's class of receivers 
also looks promising, though it 
lacks the star power of last year's 
group. 

"None of these guys have the 
same grade as a DeVonta Smith, 
a Ja'Marr Chase or a Jaylen Wad
dle," ESPN's Mel Kiper Jr. said. 
"Those three last year all had elite 
grade._,·· 

Kiper and NFL Network draft 
analyst Daniel Jeremiah both pre
dicted six or seven receivers could 
get taken in the first round. Jeremi
ah has Ohio State's Garrett Wilson 
and Southern California's Drake 
London ranked among his top 10 
overall pro<ipects. 

"I really like this group, and I 
think it's. again, got those six or 
seven guys that you really like 
there al the top:' Jeremiah said. "I 
don ·1 think the depth into like the 
fourth round and beyond is as good 

as some of the others we've seen, 
but I think up until that point it's 
pretty good." 

Other receivers projected as po
tential first-round picks include 
Olave, Arkansas' Treylon Burks, 
Penn State's Jahan Dotson. West
ern Michigan's Skyy Moore. North 
Dakota State's Christian Watson 
and Alabama 's Jameson Williams. 

The trick is figuring out which 
of these guys can contribute right 
away. Vrable says some receivers 
need time to develop the confi
dence necessary to face elite cor
nerbacks such as Green Bay's Jaire 
Alexander. 

"That's the hardest part - get
ting a guy to truly walk out there 
and look across from him and see 
Jaire and truly believe in yourself, 
like 'I can beat this guy one-on
one, not only do I know my route, 
I know the details of it, but then 
I've got to beat a guy who's a dom
inating force on the opposing side 
of the ball,"' Vrable said. "And 
typically every team has an elite 
comer, so you 're going up against 
guys that you 've just got to have 
that confidence. I think that, for 
some guys, takes a little bit more 
time than others." 

There aren't many rookie receiv
ers who possess that attitude plus 
the physical skills to back it up, but 
they're a lot more plentiful than be
fore. 

"For what it used to be, kind of 
a coin flip on first-round receivers 
with the hit rate. it has gone way 
up over the last few years," Jeremi
ah said. "It's been pretty consistent 
with these guys being solid, solid 
players - if not more than that -
right away." 
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bat. The righthander struck out seven and hit a batter. 
She retired 13 of the final 14 Tigers she faced. 

Her $.':Ounterpart, Shadyside's Arianna Saxton, was 
just as effective. The freshman pennitted just two sin
gles to Sydney Saling, struck out three and walked 
only one. She threw 80 pitches (55 strikes} and threw 
a first-pitch strike to 14 of 24 batters. 

"Arianna pitched excellent. She hit her spots and 
shut them down," Gorrell Jr. praised. "It came down 
to one run." 

Caldwell drew even in the third when Hanna Reitter 
reached on an error leading off. She went to second on 
a groundout to first and scored on Saling's two-out 
single to center. 

The Redskins took their first lead in the bottom of 
the sixth. Saling reached on the third Shadyside error 
of the contest leading off, and eventually ended up at 
third as the ball rolled down the right field line. With 
one out, laden Haught grounded to second as Saling 
sprinted home. 

Mumaw retired the Tigers in order to preserve the 
win. 

Smith had half of Shadyside's four hits. 
Caldwell will meet Toronto, which took out Wheel

ing Central in the other semifinal, on Saturday at 4:30 
p.m. for the 2A crown. 

• Beallsville ------
continued from Page 81 

That's all Hagan needed as she sparkled inside the 
circle. The righty struck out eight, walked one and 
scattered four harmless singles. She threw 83 pitches 
(64 strikes) and went ahead in the count on half of the 
20 batters she faced. 

"We are very young. We lost eight seniors and a 
transfer from last season," first-year Madonna head 
coach Jason Backe! explained. "We are basically all 
freshmen and sophomores. 

"We didn't hit the ball like we should and they took 
advantage of us on the baseJ?aths," he added. "That all 
comes with experience, which is something we don't 
have right now. 

"We got a little embarrassed out there, but we knew 
we would talce some lumps this year," Backe! contin
ued. "I promise you we will be back next year." 

Hughes doubled in Hagan, who had singled, with 
two outs in the second to make it 5-0 and the Blue 
Devils batted around in the third, sending nine batters 
to the plate with five crossing the plate for a l 0-0 
advantage. 

Three of the runs scored on wild pitches, one when 
Hannah Phillips stole home and the last on a Hagan 
RBI single to right. Trigg tripled with one out to start 
the explosion. 

An error and run-scoring single by Phillips in the 
fourth capped the scoring. 

The Blue Dons' lone threat came in the second 
when they had runners on second and third with two 
outs, but Hughes made a web-gem diving catch of 
Jenna Costello's soft liner near second base to end the 
inning. 

"That was a huge play by Kinley: ' Pittman said of 
the defensive play. 

Hagan, Hughes and Trigg all enjoyed multi-hit 
outings. Six of the nine Blue Devils recorded a base 
hit as they totalled 10, and all but one scored at least 
once. Four scored twice. 

"We received good hitting from just about every
one in our lineup," Pittman noted. ··our baserunning 
was on point, as well. We got stolen bases when we 
needed them and we took advantage of some of their 
wildness." 

• Ferry 
Continued from Page B1 

team, starting three 
freshmen. The kids have 

68090 Hammond Rd, St. Clairsville, Ohio 
(740) 695-9130 

HARRISON CAREER CENTER 
82500 Cadiz Jewett Rd., CadiZ, Ohio 

(740) 942-2148 

Applications are still 
being accepted at 

, both BCC and HCC 

been working hard and it 
shows." 

Ferry dropped to 9-3. 
Central finished with 

10 hits. The Purple Rid
ers mustered just six. 

"It was a bad baseball 
game. We played poor
ly," Ferry head coach 
Anthony Reasbeck said. 
"Every time we get a big 
win we have a letdown. 
We are not a humble 
baseball team right now. 

"I tell them every day 
that the mark of a man 
is picking up your lunch 
pale and going to work," 
he added. "We did not to 
that day. It was a disap
pointing showing." 

Baron Lucy started 
on the mound for Ferry. 
He struck out one and 
walked four. Jackson 
Romshack came on in the 
second and fanned three 
and passed one in going 
the balance of the game. 

ID 
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By CODY TOMER 

Sports Writer 
CAMERON - Not only has the Cameron girls' 

basketball team received recognition for its thrill
ing W. Va. Class A state title triumph throughout the 
-;tate, but the Dragons· remarkable performance has 
now reached the national level. 

The day following the title game, freshman Maci 
Neely's game-winning 3-point shot was No. 9 on 
Sportscenter's Top l O plays. 

Now. in the latest issue of Sports Illustrated, Ash
lynn Van Tassell was featured in the magazine's 
·Faces in the Crowd' segment. 

The write-up includes her picture and mentions 
Van Tassell's record-breaking state quarterfinal per
formance when she hauled in a state tournament re
cord 31 rebounds in a 74-43 win over River View. It 
also notes her 27-point. 19-rebound showing in the 
state title victory over Gilmer County. 

··Ifs pretty exciting." Van Tassell said of the Sports 
Illustrated recognition. 'Tm still shocked with all the 
recognition that my team and I have been receiving. 
I'm still searching for a copy of the Sports Illustrat
ed." 

Photo by Cody Tomer 
Wheeling Central's Taylor Knollinger delivers a two-run single during Monday's OVAC 2A Semifinal 
contest against Toronto at Ben's Field. 

What the magazine doesn't mention is that Van 
Tassell also knocked down a pair of free throws to tie 
the game with only 4 seconds remaining to set up the 
game-winning shot. 

Reeves fans 13 to lead Toronto into Class 2A finals 
By CODY TOMER 

Sports Writer 
"This is awesome and we're all elated.'' Cameron 

coach Holly Pettit said. ''Still to this day people are 
talking about it. As a coach you obviously want the 
best for your kids. It couldn't have happened to a nic
er kid. She works so hard and it makes me so proud. 
Cameron is beaming with pride. The state tourna
ment really put Cameron on the map state-wide but 
also with Sportscenter and Sports Illustrated, so we 
are definitely on the map now. 

Pettit was thrilled when Sports Illustrated reached 
out to the ,;chool for information on the ri-;ing: star. 

WHEELING The last 
time Toronto's softball team 
faced Wheeling Central, the Red 
Knights struck out I 2 times. 

Red Knights' coach Steve Tri
fonoff simply wanted that num
ber cut in half during Monday's 
OVAC 2A Semifinal. 

He got his wish and much 
more as No. 3 Toronto managed 
to whiff just six times and took 
down No. 2 Wheeling Central 
9-7 at Ben's Field at the 1-470 
Sports Complex. 

that number in half ( 12 strike
outs), put the ball in play and 
force them to make plays we 
would have a chance,"' Tri
fonoff said. "We struck out six 
times and were putting the ball 
in play. We had two freshmen 
step up with big hits - Isabell 
Cattre11 in the seventh inning 
with a big two-run single and 
Laney Danko got a couple things 
started in some innings where 
we scored runs." 

"You can' t take anything 
away from Toronto,., Central 
coach Buck Davidson said. "We 
made mistakes and they made us 
pay for them. That was the worst 
defensive game we've played all 
year. I think we ended up giv
ing them four or five runs over 
simple mistakes but looking at 
the big picture. I'd rather have a 
breakdown now instead of in the 
sectional or regional playoffs." 

"One of the writers from Sports Illustrated contact
ed our athletic director (Roger Cain),'' Pettit said. 

Toronto pitcher Andrea Reeves 
was strong to pocket the win with 
1 3 strikeouts and seven walks. 

Plt:a.ff see SPORTS ILLUSTRATED, Page JO "I told them, 'If you can cut 

Wheeling Central also suf
fered from four errors on de
fense, which came back to haunt 
the Maroon Knights. Please see OVAC, Page JO 

Korngiver Pitches John Marshall Past Park, 4-3 
Bv TRACY WATSON 
For The Intelligencer 

GLEN DALE - With IO games post
poned this Spring already, John Mar
shall':- baseball team had yet to face 
a West Virginia Class AAA sectional 
opponent heading into the final week 
of April. 

However. with game~ against 
Wheeling Park and Brooke on the slate 
over the next four days Coach Mark 
Cisar's Monarchs are lookin2 to send 
a message that they should not be over
looked. Monday that first message 
was delivered via the left arm of Jacob 
Korngi\cr and four runs over the first 
two inning~. three of them unearned. 

Korngiver went the di!)tance. scat
tering six hits while fanning five and 
walking: two on 96 pitches. and John 
Marshall overcame numerous threats 
from the Patriots to record a hard-

Caldwell 
Holds Off 
Shadyside 

By KIM NORTH 
For The Intelligencer 

ELM GROVE - Robert Gorrell 
Jr. may be in his first season as the 
Shadyside softball head coach. but he' s 
just like many of his cohorts when it 
comes to moral victorie~. 

The Tigers {6-9) battled and clawed 
their wav into the Oh10 Vallev Athlet
ic Conference Tom Bechtel Class 2A 
Softball Championships on the final 
day. 

Their reward: a date with defending 
champion and top seed Caldwell who 
they were mercy-ruled by ( 11-0) earli
er this season. 

However, Monday night fourth-seed
ed Shadyside gave the Redskins ev
erything they had before falling 2-1 in 
semifinal action on Ben's Field at the 
J.B. Chamber~ I 4 70 Complex. 

'This was the kind of game that the 
fan<; like to watch. J would have liked to 
have come out on top. but it's a tough 

earned, and cherished, 4-3, victory 
over their sectional rivals at John Mar
shall High School. 

The victory pushes Cisar's crew to 
6-10 on the campaign with Weir slated 
to pay a visit this afternoon for Senior 
Night. Meanwhile, Coach Steve My
ers' Park squad, which will play for an 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference SA ti
tle this weekend, drops to 7-3 and will 
travel to St. Clairsville today. 

''l am a little upset with our offense 
once again going stagnant and leaving 
too many runners on. but Jacob (Korn
giver) threw the ball very well and lim
ited walks and we made plays on de
fense, and I am very pleased with that," 
Cisar admitted. "Ifs crazy that this is 
our first sectional opponent we have 
played, but it is a big win and hopefully 
we can keep this going ... 

While the Monarchs were opportu-

• ' 
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Photo by Kim North 
Shadyside pitcher Arianna Saxton de
livers to the plate during Monday's 
OVAC 2A semifinal game. 

loss." Gorrell Jr. said. ''The season's 
not over yet and you can learn a lot 
from losing. You have to have a short 
memory and step back up in the next 
game. 

·'We've only got one senior. so we' ve 
got everybody coming back next year." 

Please see SHADYSIDE. Page JO 

nistic over the first two frames the Pa
triots were their own worst enemy and 
could very well have dug themselves 
an even deeper hole. The bottom of 
the first began with Brennan Sobutka 
working a four-pitch lead-off walk and 
stealing second. Sobutka went to third 
on Jacob Coffield's base hit, however, 
Coffield was gunned down trying to 
advance to second. 

Ethan Neely then reached on an the 
first of three Wheeling Park errors al
lowing Sobutka to score the game's ini
tial run. A fielder's choice and another 
miscue put a runner at third, however, 
Patriots' starter, and loser, Luke Doyle 
recorded a strikeout to end the threat. 

Park manufactured a run of its own 
in the top of the second on the first of 
two Luke Marsh singles on the day, a 
pair of wild pitches that advanced cour
tesy runner Nate Bittenger and a two-

out run-scoring single off the bat of 
Braydon Kupsky that knotted the count 
at 1-1. 

The big inning of the contest came 
in the home-half of the frame with 
lead-off singles from Conner Blatt and 
Braden Sobutka and a wild pick-off at
tempt at first that allowed Blatt to cross 
to make it 2-1. Dillon Wright them 
brought Sobutka around with a dou
ble into the left-center field gap before 
stealing third and scoring himself on a 
wild pitch to give the hosts a 4-1 ad
vantage. 

Marsh's second hit in the top of the 
fourth started what looked like a big 
inning for the Patriots. who eventual
ly loaded the bases with just one out, 
but the visitors were only able to push 
across one run when Bittenger. again 

Please see KORNGIVER. Page JO 

Toepfers Lead Central 
Past Martins Ferry, 10-9 

By BUBBA KAPRAL 
For The Intelligencer 

MARTINS FERRY -All games are 
not created equal. 

Both Martms Ferry and Wheeling 
Central posted thrilling OV AC semi
final wins Saturday afternoon. 

The Purple Riders advanced to the 
3A finals via a 2- 1 nod over Fort Frye. 
The Maroon Knights, meanwhile, 
downed Shadyside by an identical 
score in a 2A semifinal. Thus. both 
will play for conference crowns Satur
day at Edison. 

As fate would have it, the two 
OV AC finalists met Monday in a reg
ular-season contest in the Purple City 
with much less fanfare. Both teams 
rode the arms of their respective aces 
in the crucial Saturday games. 

On Monday, Wheeling Central used 
strong efforts from the Brothers Toep
fer to pu11 out a wild 10-9 win. The 
win was the seventh in I 3 starts for 
coach Jason Rowe's club. 

Senior Michael Toepfer was the 
hitting star for the Maroon Knights, 
blasting a home run. triple and single, 
knocking in three runs. He also drew 

an intentional walk. 
Sophomore Peyton Toepfer turned 

in a yeoman's relief effort. He entered 
in the first frame with one out and the 
Purple Riders leading 5-0. He yielded 
just two runs in 5.2 innings of work to 
earn the mound triumph. 

"Michael has a real nice night at the 
plate. He just needed a double to com
plete the cycle. " Rowe offered. "Pey
ton was strong in relief. He helped us 
weather the storm ... 

Ferry plated its five fi rst-inning run 
on just one hit - that coming off the 
bat of Hayden Smith. However. the 
hosts made the most of four walks. a 
hit-batter and rwo wild pitches. 

Central replicated Ferry' s first in
ning in its second. scoring five runs on 
just one hit • a two-run blast by Mi
chael Toepfer. 

The home run was complemented 
by three base-on-balls and two Purple 
errors. 

The host~ regained the lead with 
two runs in the second on two walks. a 
hit-batter and an error. 

Please see CENTRAL. Pa~e JO 

.,. 
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OVAC---------------------------
(conttnued from Page 9) 

"She really gutted through a tough 
time there." Trifonoff said. "It didn ·1 
look good for her there in the middle 
innings but she was staying in there re

third when Josie Frizzell delivered a 
two-run knock and an error allowed the 
tying run to cross the plate. 

Natalie Yates cut the deficit in half in it." 

gardless. 
A two-run single from Taylor 

Knollinger in the fourth gave the Ma
roon Knights their first lead of the 
game. 

the sixth with a RBI knock but Central Despite the setback. Central has a 
left the bases loaded and Toronto made young group that can learn from this 
it pay. loss and use it as a growing experi-

In the top of the seventh, Cattrell ence. 
'·t think she kind of figured that out 

and in the fifth. sixth a11d seventh in
nings. she threw some really good ball Then it was Toronto's turn to rally. 

The Red Knights pushed four runs 
across the dish in the fifth frame as An
drea Reeves provided a sac-fly, Abby 
Liddick garnered the game-tying RBI 
single and a two-out error allowed the 
go-ahead run and another run to race 
home for a 7-5 Toronto cushion. 

delivered a two-out. two-run single to "We started four freshmen," Da
give the Red Knights some much-need- vidson said. "Even though they were 
ed insurance and a 9-6 advantage. making mistakes they didn't give up. 

Frizzell knocked in a run in the sev- They kept battling as hard as they 
enth but Central could not get any clos- could until they made the final out. 
er. Their pitcher pitched really well but 

there."' 
Toronto scored on an error in the first 

inning and plated two more in the third 
on another error and a RBI single off 
the bat of Callie Anderson to make it a 
3-0 upper hand. 

Central rallied in the bottom of the 

·'It's our goal to win the OV AC Tour- we weren't picking up on her change
nament,"' Trifonoff said. "Hopefully we up like I thought we should have but 
can make it to district and hopefully you have to play seven innings and 
win the district. We ·re still working on they got us by two.'' 

CENTRAL 
(Continued from Page 9) the seventh without netting a hit. 

Ayden Ludolph drew a one-out 
walk. After a strikeout, the next 
four Purple Riders were beaned, 
drawing the hosts to within one. 

six. 
Central bounced back to forge 

an 8- 7 lead in the fourth. Eli 
Turner and Braxton Billik singled 
before Gary Hatfield delivered an 
RBI double. 

Peyton Toepfer plated another 
run with a sacrifice fly. Michael 
Toepfer capped the frame with a 
run-scoring triple. 

That score stood until a wild 
seventh inning. 

Central stretched it-; lead to 
10-7 on doubles bv freshman 
dandy Seth Cover and Turner to 
go with two Purple error\. 

Those two runs prm ed to be 
game-wmner~ as Ferry scored a 
pair of runs in the home half of 

However, Central closer Peyton 
Hildebrand induced a popup to 
shortstop. ending the affair. 

"ft was a real nice win," Rowe 
said. ''Ferrv is an excellent team 
and they have a great program here. 

"We arc playing at a high level 
right now:· he added. "We are a 
young team. starting three fresh
men. The kids have been working 
hard and it <;hows." 

Ferry dropped to 9-3. 
Central finished with 10 hits. 

The Purple Riders mustered just 

"It was a bad baseball game. 
We played poorly;· Ferry head 
coach Anthony Reasbeck said. 
"Every time we get a big win we 
have a letdown. We are not a hum• 
ble baseball team right now. 

"I tell them every day that the 
mark of a man is picking up your 
lunch pale and going to work."' he 
added. "We did not to that day. It 
was a disappointing showing.'· 

Baron Lucy started on the 
mound for Ferry. 

He struck out one and walked 
four. Jackson Romshack came on 
in the second and fanned three and 
passed one in going the balance of 
the game. 

KORNGIVER - ---- ------- ----------
(Continued from Page 9 ) 
running for Marsh. scored 
on a wild pitch to cut the 
deficit in half at 4-2. 

Doyle settled in for the 
Park after the second in
ning. allowing just two 
hits the rest of the wav 
in going the distance and 
got a huge strikeout with 
two-on and two-out in 
the fourth. the last time 
John Marshall threat
ened. Doyle was charted 
with 107 pitches in the 
game. fanning three and 

walking three. 
The Patriots got a 

lead-off single from Will 
James in the fi fth . who 
stole second and scored 
on Jared Marsh's base hit 
to make it a 4-3 game. 
Marsh was then thrown 
out trying to steal second 
and Korngiver retired 
Wheeling ~Park·s three 
and four hitters to end 
that threat. 

Wheeling Park again 
had opportunit ies in both 
the ,;ixth and the -;eventh 

with a lead-off error and 
sacrifice bunt putting a 
runner at second with one 
out in the sixth, which 
was stranded, and a lead
off, pinch-hit single from 
Daniel Crumm in the 
seventh before a strike
out and taylor-made dou
ble•play ended the game 
in the seventh. 

"Jacob (Komgiver) 
made big pitches when 
he need too and really 
kept them off-balance all 
day," Cisar added. "But 

this was a team win and 
I am very happy about 
that."' 

Myers, meanwhile. 
had little problem put
ting his finger on what 
the biggest issue was. 

"Not taking advan
tage of our opportunities 
killed us," Myers said. 
"We gave them a good 
start and to come back 
you have to have time
ly hitting, and we just 
couldn't get any (Mon
day).'' 

TOUGH AS NA LS 
.• :~, . . 

.., 

SPORTS ILLUSTRATED 
(Continued from Page 9) 

''He said he wanted to feature her because he read 
about her performance in the state tournament and 
he had to get permission to post in the ·Faces in the 
Crowd.' Roger reached out to me and I said 'Heck 
yeah!' I don't know if anyone from Cameron has 
ever been in Sports Illustrated. Her mom (Mary Van 
Tassell) said 'Absolutely!' as well and gave them the 
picture and the information ... 

Winning a state title and receiving national rec
ognition will always be remembered by Van Tassell 
and the Dragons but Pettit knows that with such glo
ry comes responsibility and pressure. 

"It brings a lot of excitement but a lot of nerves, 
too," Pettit said. "There is a target on our back now. 
We are even playing Morgantown next year. They 
are telling me that Cameron girls are celebrities in 
Morgantown, too. So it's neat to see the national rec
ognition." 

SHADYSIDE 
(Continued from Page 9) 

The Tigers drew first cellent. She hit her spots 
blood as they bunched and shut them down," 
three of their four hits in Gorrell Jr. praised. "It 
the top of the first. Rylie came down to one run." 
Fulton singled to right Caldwell drew even 
and Mary Smith followed in the third when Hanna 
with an infield single. Af- Reitter reached on an er
ter both runners moved ror leading off. She went 
up on a passed ball, Bella to second on a groundout 
Honeywell's fly ball to to first and scored on Sa
right fell near the line for ling's two-out single to 
a single as Fulton raced center. 
home. The Redskins took 

That would be all the their first lead in the bot
scoring for the Belmont tom of the sixth. 
Countians as Caldwell's Saling reached on the 
Madi Mumaw allowed third Shadyside error of 
just one more hit - a the contest leading off, 
third-inning infield sin- and eventually ended up 
gle off Smith"s bat. The at third as the ball rolled 
righthander struck out down the right field line. 
seven and hit a batter. With one out, Jaden 
She retired 13 of the final Haught grounded to sec-
14 Tigers she faced. ond as Saling sprinted 

Her counterpart, home. 
Shadyside's Arianna Mumaw retired the Ti-
Saxton, was just as ef- gers in order to preserve 
fective. The freshman the ,vi11 . 
permitted just two singles Smith had half of 
to Sydney Saling. struck Shadysicte·s four hits. 
out three and walked only Caldwell will meet 
one. She threw 80 pitch- Toronto, which took out 
es (55 strikes) and threw Wheeling Central in the 
a first-pitch strike to 14 other semifinal, on Satur
of 24 batters. day at 4:30 p.m. for the 

"Arianna pitched ex- 2A crown. 

TRANSACTIONS 
Major League Baseball 

American League 
BOSTON RED SOX - Placed 
RHPs Kutter Crawford and 
Tanner Houck on the restrict
ed list. Recalled RHPs Tyler 
Danish and John Schreiber 
from Worcester (IL). 
DETROIT TIGERS - Op
tioned RHP Rony Garcia to 
Toledo (IL). 
SEATTLE MARINERS - Re
instated C Luis Torrens from 
the 10-day IL. Optioned INF 
Mike Ford to Tacoma (PCL) 
then designated him for 
assignment. 

National League 
LOS ANGELES DODGERS -
Recalled RHP Andre Jackson 

from Oklahoma City (PCL). 
Optioned INF/OF Zach McK
instry to Oklahoma City. 
ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 
- Recalled INF Brendan 
Donovan from Memphis (IL). 
Optioned OF Lars Nootbaar 
to Memphis. 

NBA 
NBA - Fined Memphis head 
coach Taylor Jenkins an un
disclosed amount for public 
criticism of the officiating 
following a game on April 
23 against Minnesota. Fined 
Philadelphia C Joel Embiid 
an undisclosed amount for 
public criticism of the offici
ating in a game on April 23 
against Toronto. 


