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West Virginia 
Shuts Down Ohio 

Photo by Kristin Mazgaj 
West Virginia's Kyler O'Conner, of Oak Glen, returns 
a fumble for a touchdown in Saturday's OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Game. 

Defense Key In . 
All-Star Game 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 
WHEELING - The 

Wing-T offense can be 
extremely effective. 

It's not seen that fre­
quently and it's tough to 
prepare for in a week's 
time during the course of 
a regular season. 

ball as well as we would 
have liked," Ohio head 
coach Eric Huck said. 
"We just weren't con­
sistent enough through 
the air." 

It seemed like every­
thing Ohio wanted to do, 
West Virginia had an an­
swer. 

On the flip side, it's 
not mastered in a week's 
time either. 

That was clearly vis­
ible Saturday night at 
Wheeling Island Stadium 
during the OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Game. 

Actually, both of the 
Mountaineer touchdowns 
came from the defensive 
unit. 

Oak Glen product Ky­
ler O'Conner scooped up 
a fumble midway through 
the second quarter and 
rumbled it back 3 2 yards 
for a touchdown. 

Photo by Kristin Mazgaj 
West Virginia's Carson Namack, of Wheeling Park, celebrates a play during Saturday's OVAC Audy 
Mumley All-Star Game. 

Both W.Va. TDs were scored defensively in 17-6 win 
Ohio's offense strug­

gled for traction against 
an opportunistic and 
speedy West Virginia 
defense. All told. Ohio 
finished with 213 total 
yards, four fumbles and 
three turnovers in what 
resulted in a l 7 -6 victory 
by the Mountain State. 

"They played the edge 
really well and they 
loaded up the box, so we 
had trouble running the 

"Scoring that touch­
down was awesome,'' 
O'Conner said. "I nev­
er dreamed I'd score a 
touchdown in this game." 

O'Conner got a perfect 
hop on the fumble and the 
next thing he knew, he 
was off to the races. 

Please see DEFENSE, 
Page JO 

By CODY TOMER 
Sports Writer 

WHEELING Defense 
certainly wins championships 
but apparently it wins all-star 
games, too. 

It did just that on Saturday 
night in the 75th OVAC Rudy 
Mumley AU-Star Football G3Ine 
as West Virginia scored both 
of its touchdowns on defense 
and defeated Ohio l 7-6 inside 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

The W. Va. win snaps a two-

ONLINE EXTRA 
• View additional photos 

from Saturday's OVAC Rudy 
Mumley Afl·Star Game at 

www.theintelligencer.net. 

game winning streak by Ohio 
and in his third attempt coaching 
the Mountaineer all-stars, coach 
B.J. Depew earned his first vic­
tory in the event. 

"It feels really good," Depew 
said. "We challenged them in the 
locker room because we knew 
Ohio's size, strength and scheme 
suited to really attack us but we 
said 'the only thing they don't 
know about us is how tough we 
are' and that's what showed up. 
Their toughness is what made a 
difference. We forced them to 
break their game plan and throw it 
a little bit and we made them pay." 

Please see SHUTS, Page JO 

Giants Bounce Back To Beat Pirates, Avoid Sweep 
By MICHAEL WAGAMAN 

Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO - LaMonte 

Wade Jr. homered twice and the San 
Francisco Giants avoided a three­
game sweep, beating the Pittsburgh 
Pirates 6-1 on Sunday. 

Wilmer Flores and Thairo Es­
trada also went deep for San Fran­
cisco. The Giants improved to a 
majors-best 62-37 and maintained 
their slim lead over the Dodgers in 
the NL West heading into a series 
between the two division rivals this 
week at Oracle Park. 

Alex Wood (9-3) struck out eight 
and pitched into the sixth to help 
San Francisco bounce back a day 
after the Giants lost I 0-2 in their 
most-lopsided defeat this season. 

·•Any time we take a little step 

Pirates Deal 

back guys are eager to get back to 
the park and right the ship," Wade 
said. "It started out with Woody 
coming out pitching a great game. 
Our bullpen stepped up as well and 
our offense was able to put up some 
runs." 

Bryan Reynolds had two hits and 
scored for the Pirates. 

Pittsburgh pulled All-Star second 
baseman Adam Frazier out of the 
game in the eighth inning as part of 
a double switch. The Pirates have 
agreed to trade Frazier, who lead­
ing the majors with 125 hits, to the 
San Diego Padres for three minor 
leaguers, a person familiar with the 
deal told The Associated Press. 

The person spoke on condition of 
anonymity because the deal had not 
been announced. The trade is pend-

Arl~rn Cr~-,iAr 

ing physicals. Pittsburgh is sending 
approximately $1.4 million to the 
Padres in the deal. 

"It stinks for us," Pittsburgh 
catcher Jacob Stallings said. "He's 
obviously set the tone at the top of 
our lineup all year. Mixed emotions 
but the overwhelming emotion is 
happy for him." 

Wade's first home run came on 
Pittsburgh starter JT Brubaker's 
fifth pitch and tied the game at 1-all. 

Wade later sent a drive into the 
stands in right-center for his first ca­
reer multi-home run game. He also 
doubled. 

"These are the swings that we've 
seen all year," Giants manager Gabe 
Kapler said. 

Please see PIRATES, Page JO 

AP Photo 
Pittsburgh Pirates pitcher JT Brubaker is inspect­
ed by umpire Manny Gonzalez during the first in­
ning Sunday against the San Francisco Giants. 

U.S. Men Lose 
For Fir~t Tim~ 
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week because they are playing 
in the (OV AC) all-star football 
game .... We have four fresh­
men who have really come to­
gether and peaked just in time. 

American Legion Region a Tournament on Don Coss Field in 
Cambridge. Jaren Starks, left, looks on. 

.t"•-••v-- .-. ""'" J-"""' t,".,._ ... -..v ..... -

contribute and we're going to 
the state tournament." 

dri;~ t; s-~~d;k;r-~t·fi~;t· a~d·; 
sinking liner to Starks in center 
ended the threat. "That is the goal every sum­

mer and we achieved that this 
season." 

double-elimination state tour­
nament which begins Tuesday 
at Beavers Field in Lancaster. 

The hit was only Kazmirski's 
third of the summer. 

"A very, very unlikely hero. 
Sefsick finished with eight 

punchouts and two walks. He 
gave up three hits and threw 
102 pitches. 

"You couldn't ask for a bet­
ter group of kids. rm glad for 
the program and the kids to get 
back to Lancaster," Muklewicz 
added. 

The three players Muklewicz 
was referring to are pitchers 
Tyler Tonkovich, Will Bal­
go and Kobe Hill. They will, 
however. be available for the 

Post 159 hasn't appeared 
in the state tournament since 
2016. 

Trailing 2-1 entering its last 
at-bat, winning pitcher Drew 

We kept Harrison on the roster 
when we knew we were going 
to lose three guys to football, 
and he came up huge in the big­
gest game of the season. Huge, 

"Drew Sefsick was clutch to­
day on the mound. He just kept 
getting outs," Muklewicz noted. 

PIRATES 
(Continued from Page 9) 

"Thinking back to spring 
training. we saw the on­
ba<;e coming, we saw the 
selectiveness. we saw the 
aggressiveness in (the) 
zone. I just don't know that 
we saw a.-, consistent of an 
A swing as we're seeing 
now. You're seeing him 
get that really good explo­
sive, athletic swing off sev­
eral times in each at-bat.'' 

Flores homered off 
Duane Underwood Jr. in 
the sixth. Steven Duggar 
followed with a double 
and scored from third on 
a throwing error by Pirates 
catcher Jacob Stallings. 
Curt Casali"s RBI single 
made it 5-0. 

Estrada homered in the 
eighth. 

Wood allowed one run 
and five hits in 5 1/3 in­
nings, pitching around traf­
fic most of the afternoon to 
beat Pittsburgh for the sec­
ond time this season. 

INDIANS 3, RAYS 2 
CLEVELAND (AP) -

Bobby Bradley's sacrifice 
fly in the eighth inning 
capped Cleveland's come­
back and ended the Indi­
ans' I I -game losing streak 
to Tampa Bay. 

REDSOXS 
YANKEES4 

BOSTON (AP) - Held 
hitless into the eighth in­
ning by Domingo German 
and looking feeble. Alex 
Verdugo and the Boston 
Red Sox suddenly erupted 
for five runs and stormed 
past the New York Yan­
kees 5-4 Sunday. 
WIIlTE SOX 3, BREW­

ERS I 
MILWAUKEE(AP) -

Lance Lynn allowed one 
run over six innings and hit 
a two-run single to lift Chi­
cago over Milwaukee. 

PHILLIES2 
BRAVES 1 

PHILADELPHIA {AP} 
- Aaron Nola came with­
in one out of a shutout. and 
Philadelphia splits its four­
game series against Atlanta. 

ORIOLESS 
NATIONALS4 

BALTIMORE (AP) -
Ryan McKenna scored on 
a sharp grounder by Ra­
mon Ur as for the winning 
run as Baltimore complet­
ed a three-game sweep of 
Washington. 

CARDINALS 10 
REDS6 

CINCINNATI (AP) 

Harrison Bader and Dylan 
Carlson homered during 
a seven-run burst in the 
fourth inning and St. Louis 
beat Cincinnati. 
METS 5, BLUE JAYS 4 

NEW YORK (AP) -
Pete Alonso homered, 
pinch-hitter Jeff McNeil 
broke a tie with a two-run 
double and New York beat 
Toronto in a successful 
debut for new starter Rich 
Hill. 

MARLINS9 
PADRES3 

MIAMI (AP) - De­
ven Marrero and Brian 
Anderson homered off Yu 
Darvish, who allowed four 
runs in five innings, and 
Miami earned a split of its 
four-game series against 
San Diego. 
ROYALS 6, TIGERS 1 
KANSAS CITY. Mo. 

(AP) - Jorge Soler hit twn 
home runs, Salvador Perez 
added a three-run blast and 
Daniel Lynch pitched eight 
scoreless innings for his 
first major league win as 
Kansas City beat Detroit 
for its fifth straight win. 

ASTROS3 
RANGERS 1 

HOUSTON (AP) 
Zack Greinke threw six 
solid innings, Abraham 
Toro homered and Hous­
ton sent Texas to its 12th 
straight loss. 

ANGELS 6, TWINS 2 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) 

- Shohei Ohtani hit his 
major league-leading 35th 
home run and Los Angeles 
beat Minnesota. 

CUBSS 
DIAMONDBACKS I 
CHICAGO (AP) 

Kris Bryant. Anthony 
Rizzo and David Bote 
homered, Trevor Williams 
pitched effectively into the 
seventh inning. and Chica• 
go beat Arizona. 

DODGERS3 
ROCKIES2 

LOS ANGELES (AP) 
- Will Smith hit a go­
ahead home run in the 
eighth inning and Los An­
geles beat Colorado. 

MARINERS4 
A TIIl..ETICS 3 

SEA TILE (AP) 
Kyle Seager hit a two.out, 
two-run single as part of 
Seattle's four-run third in­
ning and Marco Gonzales 
won his second straight 
decision in a victory over 
Oakland. 
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FRAZIER 
(Continued from Page 9) 

"Nothing's final yet. I'm sure 
we'll have that some time later 
tonight,'' Pirates manager Derek 
Shelton said after the game. 

"He was taken out of the game 
out of the abundance of caution be­
cause there are some things that are 
possibly going down." 

While the Pirates said nothing 
is official, pitcher JT Brubaker 
seemed to confirm a deal. 

''I'm happy for the guy," Brubak­
er said. "He's going to go to a team 

that's going to be in a playoff push 
down the stretch. Much deserved 
for him. All the hard work he's 
put in, he's going to go down there 
and continue to do the same thing. 
Going to give it his all. That's who 
Adam Frazier is." 

Marcano is San Diego's No. 5 
prospect, according to MLB Pipe­
line. The 21-year-old shortstop 
made his big league debut this year, 
hitting .182 in 44 at-bats with the 
Padres. He was sent down to Tri-

• 

pie-A El Paso in early June. He's 
hit .272 with six home runs and 26 
RBIs in 44 games for El Paso this 
year. 

Suwinski, a I 5th-round draft 
pick by the Padres in 2016, has 
hit .269 with 15 homers and 3 7 
RBIs for Double-A San Anto­
nio this season. The 21-year­
old Miliano has made 22 relief 
appearances this year with two 
Class A teams, going 2-2 with a 
3.60 ERA. 

DEFENSE-----------------------­
(Continued from Page 9) 

"I was just looking ahead and 
thought, • l am going to run,"' 
O'Conner explained. 

And just 30 seconds into the sec­
ond half. Wheeling Park grad Sha­
heed Jackson picked off a pass and 
raced it back 20 yards for a score, 
which proved to be the final score 
of the night. 

Jackson used the extraordinari­
ly long halftime to clear his mind 
after a first half in which he didn't 
feel like he played well. By his own 
admission. he left some plays that 
could have provided a lift to his 
team on the field. 

"I needed to get my head right 
because I was getting frustrated 
with myself and everything around 
me,'' Jackson said. "I needed a 
second to myself and I got that at 
halftime, and I came back out and 
showed how I play the game." 

On top of those plays, which 

SHUTS -
(Continued from Page 9) 

Wheeling Park's Beau Heller 
quarterbacked the entire game for 
West Virginia and threw for 252 
yards. He orchestrated a solid open­
ing drive to the game of 62 yards 
but it stalled, allowing Linsly kick­
er Joao Lima to showcase his skills 
with a 40-yard boot for an early 3-0 
lead. Along with the kick, Lima also 
pinned Ohio inside the 5-yard line 
with a solid punt. Wheeling Cen­
tral' s Jordan Waterhouse played 
coffin comer. as well, with two 
punts inside the 5. allowing the de­
fense to go to work. 

"We made some huge plays on 
special teams," Depew said. "Spe­
cifically punting the ball. It was a 
field possession game that we end­
ed up winning. Both of those guys 
pinned them deep a couple of times, 
which is neat having something like 
that make a difference in an all-star 
game with all of this talent." 

The West Virginia defense held 
Ohio without a first down in the 
first quarter and Oak Glen all-state 
defensive end Kyler O'Connor re­
corded the first touchdown of the 
game in the second with a 32-yard 
scoop-and-score to give the Moun­
taineers a 10-0 cushion. 

"That was awesome," O'Connor 
said. "This is also the second all­
star game that I've won so this is 
just a pretty amazing night." 

were obviously, huge, West Vir­
ginia produced a goal line stand in 
the third quarter, which helped to 
keep the momentum solely on its 
side of the field. 

West Virginia head coach B.J. De­
pew spent most of the week raving 
about his offensive unit. "The game 
didn't go nearly the way I expected 
it,'' Depew smiled. "We made tons 
of mistakes and they made tons of 
mistakes. Our defense and special 
teams really came through. It was 
just a battle by these kids and I am 
amazed how it went." 

And actually challenged his unit 
to break the scoring record for a 
single game. 

Instead, the Mountaineers fin­
ished with 205 yards, most of 
which came from Wheeling Park 
product Beau Heller and a short 
passing game. Actually, Ohio's de­
fense stuffed West Virginia's run-

Defense continued to be the theme 
as River's Carter Dennis collected an 
interception to set the Ohio offense 
up at the W.Va. 40-yard line. Mo­
ments later, Indian Creek running 
back Matt Schaefer found paydirt 
from 4 yards out to cut the deficit to 
I 0-6 with 8: 14 left in the half. 

The score remained that way go­
ing into the half as West Virginia 
outgained Ohio 132-98 in total first 
half yards. 

Then, on the first play from 
scrimmage in the second half, de­
fense struck again. This time, on his 
home field one last time, Wheeling 
Park's Shaheed Jackson showed off 
his ball hawk and speed skills as he 
stepped in front of a pass and raced 
20 yards for a pick six and the final 
score of the game. 

"I knew I was there, I just had 
to go get the ball," Jackson said. "I 
told my coach that 'the next time I 
get the ball I'm going to score' and 
that's what I did. 

"I was supposed to be in the flat 
but I saw the kid go over top and I 
just rotated my hips and ran toward 
him and saw the ball coming and 
jumped for it." 

In the second half, Ohio tallied just 
115 total yards with drives ending in 
four turnovers on downs, two inter­
ceptions (Oak Glen's Gage Patterson 
added the other) and one punt. 

~ 
W.:~ltr 
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ning game, holding it to minus 4 7 
yards. 

"We were fired up for our of­
fense, but it was our defense that 
came through for us in a big way," 
Depew said. 

On top of the defensive touch­
downs, the Mountain State stuffed 
Ohio on the 2-yard line in the third 
quarter afrer they finally found a 
little bit of rhythm. 

OVACNOTES 
■ Barnesville's Alana Trigg was 

crowned the Queen of Queens of 
halftime. 
■ New Philadelphia was rep­

resented in the game for the first 
time since it joined the OV AC. 
Mitchell Stokey and Justin Rimer 
both played well for Ohio. Neither 
had even attended the game prior 
to this, but both came away totally 
impressed with the entire week and 
experience. 

"The fumble and the pick six -
those kinds of mistakes in a game 
like this are hard to come back 
from," Fort Frye and Ohio coach 
Eric Huck said. "I thought our de­
fense played really well. Offen­
sively, they really just put up three 
points but we just couldn't stay con­
sistent offensively." 

West Virginia ran for only three 
yards in the second half but was 
helped out by Heller's I 59 sec­
ond-half passing yards. The Moun­
taineers' drives over the final two 
frames included five punts. 

"We were trying like heck to op­
erate on offense but we kept shoot­
ing ourselves in the foot," Depew 
said. "They put some pressure on us 
but it was just one of those nights 
where turnovers won the game for 
us." 

Linsly" s Kobe Hill caught five 
passes for 70 yards, while Stevie 
Mitchell hauled in six throws for 39 
yards. 

Ohio's top offensive play-mak• 
er wrapping up a stellar career was 
Schaefer who finished with nine 
carries for 72 yards and the lone 
Buckeye score of the game. 

"This is a great group of guys,'' 
Huck said. "I wish we could have 
played differently because we defi­
nitely have a group of guys that 
could have won that game." 
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MLB Roundup'C5 
NFL~n/C6 OV AC All-Star Game Returns to the Island Tonight By SETH STASKEY For the News-Register It's the fourth Saturday in July, so that can mean only one thing. 

big opportunities and these kids ---- en more excited (tonight)." know what they have in Regardless of the out-front of them." 
me of the game, both 

Depew is much more of a veteran of the game, having been a part of it as a player, assistant and head coach. So, he understood that portion, but had it re-affinned this week. 

What lies in fro 
ead coaches praised 

King Football is back! 
After missing out on the 2020 ver­sion, the OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game returns this evening at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

of Depew's team is a ___,,~-- the players, their staffs, chance to snap a two-
the OV AC and Beth-game losing skid to ........ "'~.... any College for what its Ohio rivals. All 
they called an "awe-told, the Buckeye --~·'""''"'' some week." 

"You always hear the relationships are the best part of this game and that's totally a fact," Depew said. "These kids have been great and it's nice see­ing them come together. When we first met in the gym at Bethany (last Sun­day) and how they're divided into their small groups and now you see five and six guys from different schools hanging out. It's what this is about." 

While the prep football fans of the Ohio Valley are definitely ready to see the pigskin return, the players, who have been at Bethany College since Sunday preparing, are itching to get on the field. 

State leads the overall 
"Other than having series, 45-28-1. Ohio, come to watch it, I'd meanwhile, is looking • never really been around to keep the bragging right . this game that much, but on its side of the river for at ----=---- being a part of it has deft-least another year. nitely been special," Huck said. 

"Our kids have been ready (to play) since about Tuesday," West Virginia head coach B.J. Depew said. "There aren' t many football players who love practice. They play for the games and 

"We did a little bit of live practicing "Actually, more than I ever though it on offense and defense, for about 1 O would be. minutes, on Wednesday and these kids "It's so well ran and organized. The were really excited during those 10 players have been great, really fun and minutes, so I know they're going to be very respectful." 

On the field, both head coaches feel good about their preparation and line­ups. 

Please see OVAC, Page C2 

SATURDAY'S 
BEST 
GOLF 

■ 3 p.m.-PGA 
Tour, 3M Open, Third 

1und, CBS 

MLB 
I 9 p.m. - Pitts­
urgh at San Francis­
o, ATT 
■ 10 p.m. -Oakland 

at Seattle OR Colorado 
at L.A. Dodgers, MLB 
Network 

TBT 
■ Noon - Force of 

Seoul vs. Boeheim's 
Army, ESPN 
■ 8 p.m. - Ohio 

1804 vs. Zip Em Up, 
ESPN2 

SUNDAY'S BEST 
GOLF 

■ 3 p.m.-PGA 
Tour, 3M Open, Final 
Round, CBS 

MLB 
■ 1 p.m. - NY Yan­

kees at Boston, TBS 
■ 4 p.m. - Pitts­

burgh at San Francis­
co, A TT 

TBT 
■ 2 p.m. - Second 

Round from Colum­
bus, OH 
■ 4 p.m. - Second 

Round from Colum­
bus, OH 

Players Expect Speed Vs. 
Power Showdown 

AP Photo Cleveland Indians owner Paul Dolan speaks to the media during a news conference, FrJday, In Cleveland. Known as the Indians since 1915, Cleveland's Major League Baseball team wllJ be called Guardians. The ballclub announced the name change Friday, effective at the end of the 2021 season. 

Photos by Alex Kozlowski and Joe Loni! Indians to Change Wheeling Central's Jordan Waterhouse and Martins Ferry's Evan Carpenter were both all-state running backs this season and wlll provide some fireworks with their Name to Guardians 
running abilltles on Saturday night In the OV AC All-Star Game. Ohio's Strength Will Take on West Virginia's Quickness CLEVELAND (AP) - While riding his bike over a bridge across the Cuyahoga Riv-

By CODY TOMER display Saturday night." offense nicely," Depew er near Progressive Field, Indians owner Paul 
Sports Writer Linsly and West Vir- said. "I'm excited to see Dolan rarely paid much attention to the eight 

BETHANY The ginia coach, B.J. De- how things play out and giant stone figures that seem to guard the city. 
7 5th OV AC Rudy Mum- pew is looking forward what they do Saturday." They have new meaning, 
ley All-Star Football to coaching in his third Although they are there After more than 100 years, Cleveland's Ma-
Game could shape up to to play the game, even jor League Baseball team is getting a new name 
be a battle of speed vs. the players are excited to _ Guardians. 
power on Saturday night 75th OVAC Rudy see some of the guys they The Indians are going, going, soon to be 
inside Wheeling Island Mumley All-Star have only played against gone. Stadium, at-least that is Football Game or heard about throughout The ballclub announced Friday that at the 
how the players see it. the last four years. end of the 2021 season, the Indians will tran-

It could turn out to be For Ohio, St. Clairs- sition from the name they've been known as 
the perfect storm as Ohio Kickoff-7·15 pm ville TE/LB Will Balgo since 1915 and replace it with Guardians, one 
will provide the thunder . • • • (6-foot-4, 250 pounds), th h • • t· ff 
and West Virginia brings Ohio VS. West QB Tyler Tonkovich (5- ey ope inspires a new genera ion o ans. The name change, which has its supporters 
the lightning. Virginia 10, 180), TE/DE Luke and critics among Cleveland's fan base, ends 

"They have a lot of Jozwiak (6-2, 190) and months of internal discussions triggered by a 
speed on their side but all-state TE/DE Reese national reckoning for institutions and teams to 
we have a lot of size." Skaggs (6-2, 220) pro- drop logos and names considered racist. 
Steubenville Catholic and OV AC All-Star Game vide strength all over the "We do feel like we're doing the right thing 
Ohio QB Ryan Gorman and likes the talent he has field, while Martins Fer- and that's what's driving this," Dolan said fol-
said. " I think we're going on his sideline. ry all-state RB/LB Evan lowing a news conference at the ballpark. "I 
to match up really well. "This is as good of a Carpenter (6-2, 220) know some people disagree, but if anything 
We have a lot of talent on group of skill players that I've gotten more and more comfortable that I this team and we're going I've seen assembled on Please see Showdown we're headed in the right direction. 
to see all this talent on one team, which suits our Page C2 "And actually, the selection of the name so-

l_ _______ -----------------~ hh'difies that feeling ~ecause of the values that t e name represents. fokyo Olympics Begin With Muted Ceremony PleaseseeGuardlans.PageC2 
TOKYO (AP) - Be-

1ted and beleaguered, . 1e virus-delayed Tokyo Jrnmer Olympics final-
opened Friday night ith cascading fireworks 

1d made-for-TV chore­:raohv that nnfnltiPti ;.., 

fabled Mount Fuji. Later, . an orchestral medley of songs from iconic Japa­nese video games served as the soundtrack for ath­letes' entrances. 

New Commissioners Thrust Into Conference Changes INDIANAPOLIS and Sonnp n: h,;,,• th~ 
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running back Jordan Waterhouse is excited for the 
challenge. 

"This West Virginia team is fast. We're all ath­
letes,·· he said. "They have some big guys on that 
team but we're going to do our thing. It's going to 
be speed vs. size. The fans are going to get a show." 

Wheeling Park skill players Shaheed Jackson, 
Carson Namack, Stevie Mitchell and Sincere Sin­
clair impressed all season and it didn't go unno­
ticed. 

''The Park boys really have some speed," John 
Marshall running back Dalton Flowers said. "We're 
definitely a speed team with a lot of athletes." 

As for some players, though, they are just thrilled 
to be a part of what is expected to be an action 
packed contest. 

.. All of them," Magnolia's Silas McKeever said 
of who he is excited to line up next to. "I'm excited 
to play with all of them. I've heard of all of them 
in my four years. It's a good opportunity for us and 
l'm happy to be here." 

West Virginia has a little extra motivation enter­
ing the game as the Mountaineers look to snap a 
two-year drought, while Ohio looks to extend the 
streak to three straight. 

"It's been a while since we beat Ohio," Linsly's 
Hunter Kelley said. "I think we have a really good 
chance with the team we have this year to do some­
thing that hasn't been done lately." 

We soon shall see. 

CONFERENCE 
Contim1edfrom Page Cl 

in Kevin Warren, who is still settlin~ into college 
sports after a long career in the NFL, 1s not an issue 
for the league. 

"What's a blessing for our league is the collec­
tive intellectual knowledge among our ADs and our 
presidents.'' Smith said. "If we decide we need to 
something we'll be in good position to do so." 

Warren has been the commissioner since January 
2020, but navigating the pandemic has consumed 
most of his time in the conference. He is still build­
ing relationships within his own league. 

In the ACC, former Northwestern AD Jim Phil­
lips is in his seventh month as commissioner. Phil­
lips is a veteran of college sports who has been ac­
tive at the NCAA level. His longevity should give 
him credibility and relationships across the country. 

Phillips already has an expansion target: Notre 
Dame. The Fighting Irish compete in the ACC in 
most sports but returned to football independence 
afler a temporary, pandemic-induced season play­
ing in the conference last season. 

.. That was a really beautiful and beneficial rela­
tionship to both Notre Dame and the ACC. They had 
a chance to play a fantastic schedule," Phillips said 
this week. "They had a chance to vie for a national 
<.:hnmpionship and compete in the CFP. We have a 
real-life example of what that could look like." 

,, , .. 

Whether you're seeking a local place 
of worship, volunteer opportunities or 
simply inspiration, this page is geared 
towards organizations and businesses 

supporting faith and connecting you with 
religious resources in our communities. 

BROADCAST OF THE 
DIOCESE OF 

WHEELING-CHARLESTON 

SUNDAY MASS AT l lA.M. 

WTRFDT-ABC (GTRF): 
COMCAST - CH 4 & CH 804(HD) 

DIRECTV - CH 6 

DISH - CH 10 

BELLAIRE CABLE - CH 13 

OVER THE AIR - 7.3 

To VIEW THE MAss ONLINE VISIT 

DWC.ORG/HOMEIMASS 

We Welcome ALL 
to Vance Memorial 

Presbyterian 
Church for Worship! 
~ 10am Worship Service 

(Radio Broadcast over WKWK 97 .3 FM) 

~ 9am Sunday School 
~ Comm.union is First Sunday 

Cup Division the team or Sam 
Croft, Tom Stillmak, Jesse Still­
mak, and Ron Helms represent­
ing Croft Manufacturing took first 
place, also shooting 9 under par. 

Photo Provided 
After earning first place In the BMAC Open Division, from left, Gary GU, 
Jim Hartle, Ed West, and Ethan Cook receive their plaques from John S. 
Marshall, second from right. Team Ed West and the Croft 

Manufacturing team each won 
their respective divisions in the 
24th annual BMAC Golf Classic 
in 2019. The 2020 event was can­
celed due to Covid-19. 

putt made from the green; 
Tim Wotring, closest to the pin; 

and Gene Montleone, straightest 
drive. 

was established in 2001 to benefit 
a WVU student-athlete from Han­
cock, Brooke, Ohio, Marshall, Bel­
mont, and Jefferson counties. 

Winning the skill prize compe­
titions were Bob Joseph, longest 

Proceeds from the event fund 
the BMAC Upper Ohio Valley En­
dowed Athletic Scholarship which 

Plans are underway for the 26th 
annual BMAC Golf Classic to be 
held on Thursday. 

OVAC 
Continued from Page CI 

Ohio had a three-man 
quarterback derby before 
Huck and his staff set­
tled on St. Clairsville's 
Tyler Tonkovich as the 
starter. Steubenville 
Catholic's Ryan Gorman 
and Barnesville's Ayden 
Hannahs will also get 
playing time. 

Huck believed the for­
mer Red Devil's ability to 
be a threat with his arms 
and legs is what separated 
him during the week. 

"All of our quarter­
backs are very good, but 
we just felt like we should 
go with Tyler first," Huck 
said. "You're definite­
ly going to see the other 
quarterbacks, too." 

Joining Tonkovich in 
the backfield will be Mar­
tins Ferry's Evan Carpen­
ter at running back. The 
wing backs are expected 
to be Matt Schaefer (In­
dian Creek) and Garrett 
Dozier (Toronto). 

Beaver Local's Dylan 
Moore will get the call at 
wide receiver. St. Clairs~ 
ville's Reese Skaggs will 
line up at tight end. 

Across the front. Steu­
benville' s Eli Burgey is 
expected to start at cen~ 
ter. He's flanked by Bel­
laire's Vince Patrone and 
Monroe Central's Garet 
Cramer at guards. Justin 
Rimer (New Philadel­
phia) and Brock Valen­
tine (Cambridge) are tick-

eted for tackle. 
"Our kids have grasped 

and handled the offense 
pretty well," Huck said. 
"I could see it really start­
ing to come together on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 
These guys have also 
been great about continu­
ing to ask questions ( of 
the coaches) when we're 
in the dorm. They really 
want to learn and perform 
well." 

That offensive unit 
will have to contend with 
a defense that Depew 
called "really good." 

"I think we have great 
players on that side of the 
ball," Depew said. 

Up front, Kyler O'Con­
nor (Oak Glen) and Mar­
co Aprea (Linsly) will 
open at the end spots. At 
defensive tackle, Dimi­
trius DeShield (Universi­
ty) and Deondre Crudup 
(Morgantown) are ticket­
ed for tackle. 

The two inside line­
backers are Linsly's 
Steve Felton and South's 
Devin Gaines. 

The two outside line­
backers are Anthony Di­
Matteis (Weir) and John 
Marshall's Dalton Flow­
ers. 

In the secondary, Oak 
Glen's Gage Patterson 
will roam at safety, while 
Wheeling Park's duo of 
Sincere Sinclair and Sha­
heed Jackson will start at 
corner. 

Offensively, the Moun­
tain State plans to use its 
speed and skill. 

"Our offensive skill 
players are very talent­
ed," Depew said. "All 
of these kids have great 
athleticism and run great 
routes." 

West Virginia will open 
the game with Wheeling 
Park product Beau Hell­
er taking the snaps. The 
future West Liberty Hill­
topper had a brilliant sea­
son for the Patriots and 
has carried that momen­
tum into camp. 

Wheeling Central's 
Jordan Waterhouse will 
open at running back. 
The four wide receivers 
to begin the game will be 
Wheeling Park's Stevie 
Mitchell, Linsly's Kobe 
Hill, Wheeling Central's 
Payton Marling and 
South's Levi Rice. 

Up front, the West Vir­
ginia line will be anchored 
by center Daniel Bealles 
(Oak Glen). Brooke's 
Sam Casto and Wheeling 
Central's Spencer Helms 
will start at guard. The 
tackled are expected to 
be Jordan Brueck (Weir) 
and O'Conner, who is the 
lone West Virginia play­
er to be starting on both 
sides. 

Defensively, Ohio has 
watched its fair share of 
Linsly tape to get an idea 
of what might be coming 
this evening. 

"We hope (adjust­
ments) aren't made to­
tally on the fly," Huck 
said. "We've worked to 
prepare the guys the best 
we can and keep things as 
simple as possible, wh!' 
covering as much as po 
sible. Hopefully, whate· 
er (West Virginia) thro\ 
at us. we're covered 
terms of either havil 
practiced it talked abOL. 
it." 

The Ohio defensiv. 
line includes New Phila­
delphia' s Mitchell Stokey 
and Fort Frye's Braden 
Medley at the ends. Fort 
Frye's Brady Kutscheren­
ko and Caldwell's Tim 
Wehr will be the tackles. 

The lineback.ing corps 
will be led by St. Clairs­
ville' s Will Bal go and 
Fort Frye's Dylan Hart 
at the inside spot. River's 
Carter Dennis and Indian 
Creeks' Jeremy Brown 
will be at the outside line­
backer. 

In the secondary, 
River's Jake Rose and 
Shadyside's Jordan Jo­
seph are the starting cor­
ners. while Hannahs will 
open at free safety. 

Both coaches made 
sure to spend some time 
on special teams this 
week, too. Warren's Joel 
Chevalier will punt and 
kick for Ohio. while Lins­
ly' s Joao Lima will han­
dle both duties for West 
Virginia. 

GVARDIANS--- --- - ------ -
conrinuedJ,om Page Cl ing the Chief Wahoo logo 
The organization spent on their game jerseys and 

most of the past year caps. 
whittling down a list of Cleveland's new name 
potential names that was was inspired by the large 
at nearly 1,200. It was landmark stone edifices 
a tedious process, which - reterred to as traffic 
included 140 hours of guardians - that flank 
interviews with fans both ends of the Hope 
community leaders, front Memorial Bridge, which 
office personnel and a connects downtown to 
survey of 40,000 fans. Ohio City. 

Dolan has said last As the team moved 
summer's social unrest closer to making a final 
touched off by the kill~ decision . on the na~e, 
ing of George Floyd in Dolan sa~d he found h1m­
Minneapolis, spurred his self looking closely at the 
intention to change the huge art deco sculptures. 
name - a move that "Frankly, I hadn't stud­
came a few years after ied them that cl<;1sely until 
the Indians stopped wear- we started talking about 

them and I should empha­
size, we're not named af­
ter the bridge, but there's 
no question that it's a 
strong nod to those and 
what they mean to the 
community," he said. 

The team did not reveal 
the names of any of the 
other finalists, but Brian 
Barren, Cleveland's pres­
ident of business opera­
tions, said trademarking 
issues eliminated several 
potential candidates. 

In the end, the team felt 
Guardians was a perfect 
fit. 

"We think Guardians 
is unique and authentic to 
Cleveland," Barren said. 

. , BEST of th< OHIO VAUEY 

ciders' Choice • 

"It's less about the Guard­
ians of Traffic and more 
about what the Guardians 
represent and that idea of 
protection. For us and our 
research, Cleveland folks 
are very protective of one 
another. 

"They're protective of 
our city, they're protec­
tive of the land and every­
thing about it. That's one 
key component, the resil­
iency of people here in 
Cleveland and Northeast 
Ohio and the loyalty." 

Cleveland·s name 
change comes as the 
Washington Football 
Team continues to work 
toward a similar make-
over. The franchise 
dropped its contentious 
Redskins name before 
the 2020 season and re­
cently said it will reveal 
a new name in 2022. 

While dropping In­
dians, Cleveland will 
keep its red, white and 
navy team colors and the 
Guardians' logos will 
incorporate some of the 
team's lettering style on 
past unifonns as well 
as architectural features 
found on the bridge. 

Numerous N 
American groups 
protested Cleve! 
use of the Wahoo 
and Indians nam, 
years, so the late· 
velopment brougt 
comfort. 

"It is a maj, 
towards rightir. 
wrongs cor 
against Native 
and is one step 
i11c-tlrP. ~• i.:!ltrl 



lips w L Pct GB. WCGB. L10 Str Home Away 
8:25 a.m. - Joe Grilli, George 
Templin, Brad Archer, Dave Shaf­
fer. 

Houston 
Oakland 
Seattle 
Los Angeles 
Texas 

59 39 .602 
56 42 .571 
51 46 .526 
47 49 .490 
35 63 .357 

5-5 W-1 32-20 27-19 
3 7-3 W-3 30-24 26-18 

7½ 4½ 6-4 L-2 29-21 22-25 
11 8 3-7 L-1 27-22 20-27 
24 21 0-10 L-10 22-25 13-38 

8:35 a.m. - John Trifonoff, Mitch 
Viakley, Travis DeGarmo, Lakyn 
Parker NATIONAL LEAGUE 
8:45 a.m. - Andrew Richardson, 
Eddie Vargo, Alex Peluchette, Jim­
my Saseen. 

East Division 

8:55 a.m. - Floyd Shuler, Mike 
Neal, Greig Paetzoid. Mark Whea­
ton 

New York 
Philadelphi~ 
Atlanta 
Washington 
Miami 

w L Pct 
51 43 .543 
48 48 .500 
47 49 .490 
45 51 .469 
41 57 .418 

GB WCGB L10 Str Home Away 
5.5 W-2 29-14 22-29 

4 8 6-4 W-1 28-18 20-30 
5 9 4-5 L-1 26-25 21-24 
7 11 3-7 L-2 27-25 18-26 

12 16 3-7 l-2 22·23 19-34 9:05 a.m. - Jay Prager. John 
Dalek, Michael Bruckner, Art Light· 
ner. 

Central Division 

9: 15 a.m. - Jeff Eppenstein, Bill 
Alexander, Nathan Butts, Anthony 
Lucarelli 

Milwaukee 
Cincinnati 
St. Louis 
Chicago 

w 
57 
50 
49 
48 
36 

L Pct GB 
41 .582 
47 .515 6½ 
49 .500 8 
50 .490 9 
60 .375 20 

WCGB L10 Str Home Away 
5-5 W-1 28-23 29-18 

6½ 5-5 W-1 25-25 25-22 
8 6-4 L 1 28 20 21 29 
9 5-5 W1 29-11 19-ll 

20 4-6 L-4 21-26 15-34 
9:25 a.m. - Shane Glass, Tim Gilli­
gan, Frank Bland, Scott Ecker • 
9·35 a.m. - Duane Z1lkov1c, Jeff 
Godzak, John Zitkov1c. Mike Davis 
9:45 a.m. 8111 Denny, Peter 
Grove, John N1edzialek, Ron Ros· 
itani 

Pittsburgh 
West Division 

l0:05 a.m. - Debbie Eddy, Robin 
Dunbar. Carl Varner, Donna Dugas. 
10:15 a.m. - Deborah Lewis, Jane 
Tarr, Brenna Flood. PaYten Clark 
10:25 a.m Kalle Crook. Becky 
Bauer, Tina Phillips, Sherri 
Kalkreuth 
10:35 a.m. - Bernadette Cheren 
ko, V1ck1 Yoho. Ange Szalay, Jody 
Sandvik 
•0.45 a.m, Chr sty G1Uesp1, 
Georgeanna lekler, Ann Ream, Em­
ily Ho zopfel 
11.05 a.m, - Jim Augustine, Dan 
DeStefano. Doug Savage, Brad 
Sauf 
1115 a.m. - Denny Gilbert, Justin 
Wilson, Luke Martin, Kevin Martin 
11:25 a.m. - Dave son, Doug Ison, 
Sconie Loughery. Tyler Hehr 
11:35 a.m. - Brad Baker. Mark 
Mickley, Garv Brewer, Jeff Sparks 
11:45 a.m. Marty Howarth, Trey 
Peterson, M t,:h Miracle, Ke ly F,tz. 
s mmons 
11:55 am. - Jason Koegler, W It 
Koegler, Gavin Goodrich, Camp­
bell Koegler 
12.05 p.m. - Jake Pennyback• 
er. C.J. Mccroskey, Chad Blake, 
Brandt Blake 

Palmer Course 
7.30 a.m. - Jim Tysk, Joe Key, Jay 
Hartman. Jeff Hartman 
7:40 a.m. Mart K ug, Zac Costan-
zo, Robbie Evans, Dan Oliver 
7:50 a.m - George Melnik, Mark 
Maguire, Joe Templin. Bernie Mar 
cetlus 
8:00 a.m. - Pat Hurley, Jeff Piazza, 
Steve Greene, Bill Lewis. 
8:10 a.m. - Joe Doerr, Mart Ball, 
Jacob Nickell. Rico Simonetti. 
8:20 a.m. - Andy Gaudino, Chris 
Eiker, Cliff Bowers, Tom Gaudino 
8:30 a.m. - David Jamison, Har­
rison Laskey, Chris Dailey, Jarod 
Hirauk 
8:40 a.m Seth Hand, Scotty 

w L Pct GB 
San Francisco 61 35 .635 
Los Angeles 59 39 .602 3 

58 42 .580 5 San Diego 
Colorado 42 54 .438 19 
Arizona 30 69 .303 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
Fridav's Games 

N.Y. Mets 3, Toronto O 
Baltimore 6, Washington 1 
Tampa Bay 10, Cleveland 5 
Boston 6, N.Y. Yankees 2 
Kansas City 5, Detroit 3 
Milwaukee 7, Chicago White 
Sox 1 
Minnesota 5, L.A. Angels 4 
Houston 7, Texas 3 
Oakland at Seattle, 10 10 p.m. 

Saturday's Games 

32½ 

N.Y. Yankees (Taillon 5-4) at Bos­
ton (Eovaldi 9-5), 4 05 p.m, 
Washington (Scherzer 7-4) at Bai­
t more !Harvey 4-10), 6:35 p.m. 
Chicago White Sox (Rodon 8-31 al 
Milwaukee (Burnes 5-4), 7:10 p.m. 
Detroit tMize 5-5) at Kansas City 
IHernandez 1-H, 7:10 p.m. 
LA Angels (Sandova 2•4) at 
Minnesota !Bernos 7-4). 7:10 p.m. 
Tampa Bay (Yarbrough 6-4) at 
Cleveland !Mejia 1-5), 7:10 pm, 
Texas {Gibson 6-2) at Houston 
!Valdez 5-21, 7:10 p.m. 
Toronto (Matz 8-4) at N.Y. Mets 
(Walker 7-3), 7:10 p.m. 
Oakland (Bassitt 10-31 at Seattle 
IG1lbert 4,2), 10:10 p.m. 

Sunday's Games 
Washington at Baltimore, 1:05 
p.m 
N.Y. Yankees at Boston. 1:10 
p,m. 
Tampa Bay at Cleveland, 1:10 
p.m 
Toronto at N.Y. Mets, 1:10 p.m. 
Detroit at Kansas City, 2:10 p.m. 
L.A. Angels at Minnesota, 2:10 
p.m. 
Texas al Houston, 2:10 p.m. 
Oakland at Seattle, 4: 10 p.m. 
Chicago White Sox at Milwaukee. 
7:08 p.m. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Friday's Games 

WCGB L10 Str Home 
73 W2 30 13 
5.5 l •2 31 -17 
5.4 W-2 33•19 

14 5.5 W1 33 20 
27'-'; 5-5 l - l 19·J.0 

Ch cago Cubs 8, Amona J 
N.Y. Mets 3, Toronto 0 
Baltimore 6, Washington 1 
Phi adelphia 5. Atlanta 1 

Away 
31 ,22 
28·22 
25 23 

9 34 
11 -3', 

San Diego 5, M1am1 2 
Cincinnati 6, St. Louis $ 
Milwaukee 7, Ch1t ago White 
Sox 1 
Pittsburgh at San Franc s.co, 9:45 
p.m. 
Colorado at L.A. Dodgers 10·10 
p.m. 

Saturday's Games 
Amona lKe ly 6-7) ~t Ch cago 
Cubs {M lls 4-3!, 2:20 p m. 
Atlanta (Smyly 7 31 at Ph1Jad•I 
phia (Velasquez 3 41, 6:05 p.ni 
San D,ego LWeathers 4 21 al M i 
ami (De1Wi er 1-H, 6.10 p.m. 
Washington 1Scherzer 7 41 al Bal 
timore (Harvey 4-10). 6 35 p.m. 
Chicago White Sox IRodon 8-31 at 
Milwaukee ! Burnes 5 4f. 7·10 p.m 
St. Louis !Woodford 2· 11 at Cin 
cinnati (Castillo 3-10}. 7·10 p.m. 
Toronto (Matz B-4I at N.Y. Mets 
!Walker 7-3), 7:10 p.m. 
Pittsburgh (Crowe 1 51 at San 
Francisco tGausman 9·31. 9:05 
p.m. 
Colorado (Freeland 1 41 at L.A. 
Dodgers (Gonsolin 1-11, 9.10 p.m. 

Sunday's Games 
Atlanta at Philadelphia, 1 :05 p m 
Washmgton at Baltimore, 1 05 
p.m. 
San Diego at Miami, 1:10 p.m. 
St. Louis at Cincinnati, 1:10 p.m. 
Toronto at N.Y. Mets 1.10 p.m. 
Arizona at Chicago Cubs. 2:20 
p.m. 
Pi!lsburgh at San Francisco, 4:05 
p.m. 
Colorado at L.A. Dodgers, 4:10 
p.m. 
Chicago Whrte Sox at Milwaukee, 
7:0B p.m. 

Hand, Broe Crist, Caden Myers. 
8:50 a.m. - Seth Abraham, Ron 
Stephens, Cole Tagano, Noah 
Sievenson 
9·00 a.m. - John Wehrle, Bren 
Gerber, Andy Wilt, Rich Puskavich 
9:10 a.m. - Joey Seabright, Scon 
Seabright, Cole Hand, Kyle Wensel 
9:20 a.m. - Ryan Storm. Scott 
Blass, Bill Storm, Enc Storm 

OVAC ALL-STAR GAME RESULTS 

9.30 a.m. - Jed Bur9a. Matt Miller, 
A.J. Johnson, J.C. Dietrich. 
9:40 a m. - Mason Orndorff, 
Colton Sprowls, Wally Chloe, Doug 
ucas 

9:50 a.m. - Kyle Sutphin, Justin 
Sutp!m1, Michael Angalich, An· 
drew Montes 
10:10 a.m. - Bryan Myers, Jay 
Davis, Pete Kurelac, Colton Patrello 
10:20 a.m. - Phil Conroy, Lucas 
Williams, Adam Cowser, Frank 
Bovina 
10:30 a.m. - Joe Bark1, Kevin Mar­
racc1rn, Jeff Knight, Justin Doerr 
10:40 a.m. - Vince Oswald, Aris 
Andrews. Nick Oswald, Steve Do­
bin 
10:50 a.m. - Arie Goddard. Randy 
Orndorff, Joe Darmafall, Robbie 
Kinkade 
11.00 a.m. - Hun1er Travis, Joe 
Ernst, Jacob Jeffries, Brendan Vu­
celich 
11:10 ll.m . - Sean MeFa~lltl'ld, C,J. 
McFarland, Jade Waligura, Nick 
Stillmak. 
11:20 a.m. - Mike Revak, Matt 
Henry, Eric Moore, Greg Moore 
11:30 a.m. - B.J. Tulodzieski, Jer­
emy Fuller, Eric Snodgrass, Dave 
Frey 
11:40 a.m. - Brian Horvath, Wes 
Smigielski, Aaron Covey, Kurt We­
strate. 
11:50 a.m. - Howie Peterson, Jor­
dan Quinn, Adam Stupak, Chan• 
dler Shryock 

2020 NO GAME (COVID-19) 
2019 - Ohio 21, West Virginia 17 
2018 - Ohio 21, West Virginia 14 
2017 West Virginia 20, Ohio 13 
2016 West Virginia 26, Ohio 6 
2015 - West Virginia 35, Ohio 7 
2014 - Ohio 2'?, W~st v,rgin!a 26 
2013 - West Virginia 28, Ohio 19 
2012 - Ohio 33, West Virginia 14 
2011 - West Virgillia 24, Ohio 3 
2010 West Virginia 24, Ohio 14 
2009 Ohio 47, West Virginia 7 
2008 - Ohio 31, West Virginia 7 
2007 - Ohio 6, West Virginia 3 
2006 - Ohio 22, West Virginia o 
2005 - Ohio 35, West Virginia 6 
2004 - West Virginia 21, Ohio 7 
2003 - Ohio 32, West Virginia 26 
2002 Ohio 19, West Virginia 12 
2001 - Ohio 36, West Virginia 0 
2000 - Ohio 13, West Virginia 7 
1999 - Ohio 32, West Virginia 0 
1998- Ohio 41, West Virginia 14 
1997 - Ohio 24, West Virginia 14 
1996 - Ohio 43, West Virginia 21 
1995 - Ohio 21, West Virginia 0 
1994 - West Virginia 19, Ohio 14 
1993 - West Virginia 34, Ohio 32 
1992 - 0-0, Wash Out. 
1991 - Ohio 30, West Virginia 6 
1990 - Ohio 42, West Virginia 0 
1989 - West Virginia 22. Ohio 14 
1988 - Ohio 13. West Virginia 7 
1987 - Ohio 13, West Virginia 11 
1986- Ohio 14, West Virginia 6 
1985 - West Virginia 28, Ohio 26 
1984 - Ohio 23, West Virginia 6 
1983 - Ohio 26, West Virginia 16 
1982 - Wesl Virginia 7, Ohio 6 
1981 - Ohio 17, West Virginia 14 
1980 - Ohio 10, West Virginia 7 

1979- Ohio 47, West Virgin·a 13 
1978 - Ohio 21, West Virgin'a 13 
1977 West Vorginia 21, Ohio 0 
1976 - West Virginia 33, Ohio 20 
1975 - West Virginia 8, Ohio 0 
1974 West Vorginia 13, Ohio 6 
1973 - West V1rg1nia 38, Ohio 20 
1972 - Ohio 24, West Virginia 6 
1971 - No Game 
1970 - No Game. 
1969 - West Vorginia 12, Ohio 0 
1968 - Ohio 6, West Virginia 0 
1967 - West Virginia 18, Ohio o 
1966 - Ohio 26, West Virginia 0 
1965 - Ohio 22. West V rginia 0 
1964 - Ohio 2, West Virginia 0 
1963 - No Game 
1962 - West Virginia 12, Ohio 6 
1961 - West Virginia 13, Ohio 0 
1960 - Ohio 7, West Virginia 6 
1959 West V1rg1n1a 7, Ohio 6. 
1958 - Ohio 25, West Virginia 0 
1957 - Ohio 14, West Virginia 13 
1956 - Ohio 27, West Virginia 0 
1955 Ohio 31, West Virginia 20 
1954 - West Virginia 13, Ohio O 
1953 - West V1rginia 7, Ohio O 
1952 Ohio 26, Wesl Virginia 19 
1951 - Ohio 13, We:st Virginia 6 
1950 - Ohio 14, West Virginia 0 
1949 - West Virginia 6. Ohio 0 
1948 - Ohio 20, West Virginia 7 
1947 - West Virginia 13, Ohio 7 
1946 - Ohio 26, West V1rginia 7 
1945 - No Game. 
1944 - No Game. 
1943 - No Game. 
1942 - West Virginia 7, Ohio 0 
1941 -West Virginia 7, Ohio 0 
1940 - West Virginia 13, Ohio 7 
All-Time Series: Ohio leads, 45-28-1. 

12:00 p.r,,. - Austin Lis, Larry Lis, 
Jason L • s, Gabe Lis. 
12:10 p.m. - Mitch Hoffman, Alex 
Easthorn, Andrew Strope, Garrett 
Emch 

SPORTS ON TV 

12:20 p.m. Grant Vanlaar, Mike 
Pietranton, Brendan Ball, Chris 
Zambito 
12 30 p.m. - Bailey McGrath, Zach 
Hennk, Logan LoIszczyk, Ryan Bil­
by 
12:40 p.m. - Shawn Snodgrass. 
Matt Sutphin, Ryan Ries, Daniel e 
Wassam. 

---

Saturday, July 24 
GOLF 
3p.m. 

CBS - PGA Tour: The 3M Open, 
Third Round, TPC Twin Cities, 
Blaine, Minn. 

MLB BASEBALL 
7p.m. 

FS 1 - Tampa Bay at Cleve and 
9:0Sp.m. 

ATT - P ttsburgh at San Francisco 

~ - ... -RDofi"!ltontr>Cl<>r ~ in th Ohio V'ait.y again this yurt 

• New Construction 
• Roof Replacement 
• Maintenance & Repairs 
• Gutters & Downspouts 
• Insurance Claims 
• FREE ESTIMATES 

·""~~ ... .,..~-........----...-
' ,:;:,, :,w residemial showroom aUhe r.fr:i~,;;i;r~·s 

Sunday, July 25 
GOLF 
3p,m. 

CBS - PGA Tour: The 3M Open, 
Final Round, TPC Twin Cities, 
Blaine, Minn. 

MLB BASEBALL 
4p.m. 

ATT - Pittsburgh at San Francisco 
7p.m. 

ESPN - Chicago White Sox at 
Milwaukee 

for a share of the lead with Ryan Ar­
mour at I 0-under 132. Annour shot 
65. 

.. , drove it really well today," Had­
win -;aid. ··wasn·t in any trouble, hit a 
lot of good quality iron shots. Again, 
fat side., of the hole. l gave myself op-

(69) were a shot back. All tour played 
in the morning. 

Second-ranked Dustin Johnson bo­
geyed the 18th hole after putting his tee 
shot in the water and missed the cut. He 
shot 72 to finish at even par. The cut 
was 2-under. 

Michigan Goes 1-2 in NHL Draft 
By JOHN WA WROW 

AP Hockey Writer 
The NHL draft turned 

Michigan maize and blue 
Friday night. And there's 
a Hughes sibling reunion 
~et to happen in New Jer­
'>C). 

teammates went with the 
first two selections. 

with brother Jack. who 
was the No. l pick in the 
2019 draft. 

Whatever challenges 
the coronavrrus pandem­
ic presented scouts in 
grading prospecb. many 
of whom played ,;hort­
cned sea:-ons. was un­
abtc 10 put a dent on the 
Wolverines· hold on the 
top ranking<;. Four play­
er<, with tJC'- to Michigan 
were taken among the top 
f1\·c -;elections. 

Things developed so 
quickly, Beniers was in 
the middle of an inter­
view when he watched 
a third Michigan player. 
forward Kent Johnson. 
get selected fifth by Co-
1 umbus. 

Hughes watched the 
draft on his family's liv­
ing room couch with 
both of his NHL-play­
ing brothers. rounded 
out by Quinn. who was 
selected seventh overall 
by Vancouver in 20 l 8. 
Jack Hughes immediate­
ly jumped up and began 
hugging Luke upon hear­
ing Devils GM Tom Fitz­
gerald announce the pick. 

"I think it's so unbe­
lievable watching them 
get • drafted." Beniers 
said. "I'm kind of lost 
for words right now. I'm 
just so excited for my 
teammates and for what's 
next." 

"'I think Jack's even 
more excited that 
might be the happiest 
I've ever seen him:· said 
Luke Hughes. who spent 
last season playing for 
USA Hockey's develop­
mental program. ''It's a 
dream come true to play 
in the NHL and it's also 
a dream come true to play 
with your brother. Both 
those things are happen­
ing tonight. 

The run began with the 
Buffalo Sabres selecting 
defenseman Owen Power 
first overall. and imme­
diately followed by the 
expan~ion Seattle Krak­
en choosing Michigan 
center Matthew Beniers 
at No. 2. It murked the 
first time since 1969 that 

The trio made Michi­
gan college hockey's first 
program to have three 
teammates selected in the 
first round. 

That wasn't all, how­
ever. Luke Hughes, who 
is committed to playing 
at Michigan this season. 
was chosen fourth overall 
by the the Devils, where 
the defenseman is united 

SHOWDOWN---------
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the sounds of the protests echoed in the 
distance. 

Protesters· shouts gave voice to a fun­
damental question about these Games 
as Japan. and large parts of the world, 
reel from the continuing gut punch of 
a pandemic that is stretching well into 
its second year. with cases in Tokyo ap­
proaching record highs this week: Will 
the deep, intrinsic human attachment to 
the spectacle of sporting competition at 
the highest possible level be enough to 
salvage these Olympics? 

Time and again. previous opening 
ceremonies have pulled off something 
that approaches magic. Scandals -
bribery in Salt Lake City, censorship 
and pollution in Beijing. doping in So­
chi - fade into the background when 
the sports begin. 

But with people still falling ill and 
dying each day from the coronavirus, 
there·~ a particular urgency to the ques­
tion" about whether the Olympic flame 
can burn away the fear or provide a 
mea~ure of catharsis - and even awe 
- after a year of suffering and uncer­
tainty in Japan and around the world. 

"Today. with the world facing great 
challenges. some are again questioning 
the power of sport and the value of the 
Olympic Games." Seiko Hashimoto, 
president of the Tokyo 2020 Organiz­
ing Committee. said in a speech. But, 
she -.aid of the Games' possibilities, 
"This is the power of sport .... This is 
its essence.·· 

Japanese Emperor Naruhito declared 
the Game~ open. with fireworks burst­
ing over the stadium after he spoke. 

Outside. hundreds of curious Tokyo 
residents lmed a_ barricade that sepa­
ratctl them from those entering - but 
just barely: Some of those going in 
took selfie~ with the onlookers across 
the barricades. and there was an excit­
ed carnival feeling. Some pedestrians 
waved enthusiastically to approaching 
Olympic bu-;es. 

The sports have already begun. and 
some of the focus is turning toward the 
competition to come. 

Can the U.S. women's soccer team. 
for instance. even after an early. shock~ 
ing loss to Sweden, become the first to 
win an Olympics following a World 
Cup victory? Can Japan·s Hideki Mat­
suyama win gold in golf after becom­
ing the first Japanese player to win the 
Masters? Will Italy's Simona Quadarel­
la challenge American standout Katie 
Ledecky in the 800- and 1.500-meter 
freestyle swimming race!>? 

For now, however. it's hard to miss 
how unusual these Games promise to 
be. The lovely national stadium can 
seem like an isolated militarized zone. 
surrounded by huge barricades. Roads 
around it have been sealed and busi­
nesses closed. 

Inside, the feeling of sanitized. 
locked-down quarantine can-ies over. 
Fans, who would normally be scream­
ing for their countries and mixing with 
people from around the world. have 
been banned, leaving only a carefully 
screened contingent of journalists, offi­
cials, athletes and participants. 

Olympics often face opposit10n. but 
there's also usually a pervasive feeling 
of national pride. Japan· s re~entment 
centers on the belief that it was strong­
armed into hosting - forced to pay bil­
lions and risk the health of a largely un­
vaccinated, deeply weary public - so 
the IOC can collect its billions in media 
revenue. 

"Sometime~ people ask why the 
Olympics exist. and there are at least 
two answers. One is they are a peerless 
global showcase of the human spirit 
as it pertains to sport. and the other is 
they are a peerless global showcase of 
the human spirit as it pertains to aristo­
crats getting luxurious hotel rooms and 
generous per diems," Bruce Arthur. a 
sports columnist for the Toronto Star. 
wrote recently. 

SALON SPA 
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OVAC stars 
set to shine 
once again 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

It's the fourth Saturday in July, so that 
can mean only one thing. 

King Football is back! 

Sunday, 

July 25, 2021 

j After missing out on the 2020 version, 
the OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star Foot- _ ■ ~a,..:.oC-
ball Game returns this evening at Wheel-
ing Island Stadium. Pl'lcto.•coov TOMER 

While the prep football fans of the Ohio PICTURED IS the Ohio All-Star Football Team, which will take on West Virginia Saturday evening in the 75h editio_n of I Valley are definitely ready to see the pig- the OVAC Af_l-Star Foot~all .Game. Front ro~, from left, are Dylan _M~ore (Beav~r Local), Ayden Hannahs (Barnesville), 
1 skin return, the players, who have been at Tyler Tonkov1c_h (?t. Cla1~sv1lle), Joel Chevalier (Warren), Jacob Visnic (Shadyside), Brian Palmer (Buckeye Lo~al), Will 

Bethany College since Sunday preparing Balgo (St. Cla1rsv1lle), Briar Portman (Shenandoah), Matt Schaefer (Indian Creek) and Ryan Gorman (Steubenv1Ue CC). 
are itching to get on the field ' Second row, from left, are Garrett Dozier (Toronto), Justin Bartlett (Cambridge), Logan Mobelini (Cambridge}, Mitchell 

. "Our kids have b,~en ready {t~ play) ~~~e(ot~{~~~~ag~~~\~t~~rtr~w~~~~ f~t~~e ~~~~~ ~~~:~~!9,it~~~v:~~il~t5;r~~~i~~~:~-h~i~;~~~~!~dRt~i~ 
smce about Tuesday, \.Yest_.Yirgmia hea? Romeo (Conotton Valley), Jake Rose (River), Reese Skaggs (St. Clairsville), Evan Carpenter (Martins Ferry), Vince 
coach B.J. Depew said. There ar~n t Patrone (Bellaire), Dylan Hart (Fort Frye), Tommy Warrick (Beaver Local) and Dylan Czech (East Liverpool). Fourth row, 
many football players who lo~e practice. from Jett, are Brock Valentine (Cambridge), Brady Kutscherenko (Fort Frye), Garet Cramer (Monroe Central), Justin 
T_h~y plady ~hor thke. gamk es andhbig opportu- Rimer (New Philadelphia). Eli Burgey (Steubenville), Tim Wehr (Caldwell), Preston Thaman (Martins Ferry), Jaymison ! 
~1ttes an t ese ,,ids now w at they have Baker (Fort Frye) and Braden Medley (Fort Frye). Back row is trainer Caitlin Tomczyk, assistant coaches Chad Ross, I 
m front of them. Kyle Huck, head coach Eric Huck, assistant coaches Josh Seagraves, Scott Hart and Kevin Welsh. 

What lies in front of Depew's team is 
a chance to snap a two-game losing skid ' 
to its Ohio rivals. All told, the Buckeye 
State leads the overall series, 45-28-1. 
Ohio. meanwhile, is looking to keep the 
bragging right on its side of the river for at 
least another year. 

"We did a little bit of live practicing on 
offense and defense, for about l O minutes, 
on Wednesday and these kids were real­
ly excited during those IO minutes, so I 
know they"re going to be even more excit­
ed (tonight}." 

Regardless of the outcome of the game, 
both head coaches praised the players, 
their staffs. the OV AC and Bethany Col­
lege for what they called an "awesome 

! week."a 
I "Other than having come to watch it, I'd - / f 

never really been around this game that _• 
much. but being a part of it has definitely c:::::i..........&......... PhoIo1coov TOMER 

been special," Hue~ said. " Actually, more PICTURED IS the West Virginia AU-Star Football Team, which will take on Ohio Saturday evening in the 75h edition of 
than I ever th~ugh 1t would be. It's so well the OVAC All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left, are Kobe Hill (linsly), Anthony DiMatteis (Weir), Jordan Water­
ran and orgamzed. The players have been house (Wheeling Central), Drake Hukill (Brooke), Deondre Crudup (Morgantown), Lucky Pulice (Madonna), Beau Heller 
great, really fun and very respectful." (Wheeling Park), Steve Felton (Unsly), Joao Lima (Linsly) and Anthony Sessi. Second row, from left, are Sincere Sinclair 

Depew is much more of a veteran of the (Wheeling Park}, Gage Patterson (Oak Glen), Payton Marling (Wheeling Central), Hunter Kelley (linsly), Dalton Flow­
, game. having been a part of it as a player, ers (John Marshall), Shaheed Jackson (Wheeling Park), Carson Namack (Wheeling Park) and Levi Rice (Parkersburg 
I assistant and head coach. So, he under- South). Third row, from left, are Jason Beisel (Magnolia), Devin Gaines (Parkersburg South), Silas McKeever (Magno- ! 

stood that portion. but had it re-affinned lia), Stevie Mitchell (Wheeling Park), Alex Burton (John Marshall), Gage Reitter (Weir) , Eliki Barner (University), Daniel 
this week. Bealles (Oak Glen), Samuel Casto (Brooke) and Dimitrius DeShield (University). Fourth row, from left, are Marco Aprea 

"You always hear the relationships are (Linsly), Isaac Keller (Magnolia), Kyler O'Connor (Oak Glen), Logan McDonald (Morgantown), Cody Poe (Hundred), 
the best part of this game and that's total- Spencer Helms (Wheeling Central), Matthew Malick (Oak Glen) and Jordan Brucek (Weir). Top row, from left, are trainer 
ly a fact," Depew said. "These kids have Ch~lse~ Ke!IY, assistant coaches J?oug Tush, James Wallace, Gee Lofstead, Brian Valentine, head coach B.J. Depew, 

See, OVAC, Page 02 Chris K1eda1sch and manager Collin Paul. 

All-Star players expecting speed vs. power 
By CODY TOMER benville Catholic and Ohio QB Ryan 
_F_or_T_h_e_T_im_e_s_L_ea_d_e_r ______ Gonnan said. "I think we're going to 

l 
WHEELING - The 7 5th OV AC 

Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game 
could shape up to be a battle of speed 
vs. power on Saturday night inside 
Wheeling Island Stadium, at-least that 
is how the players see it. 

It could turn out to be the perfect 
stonn as Ohio will provide the thunder 
and West Virginia brings the lightning. 

''They have a lot of speed on their 
side but we have a lot of size," Steu-

Barton 
stays alive 
in OVBL 
By KIM NORTH 

match up really well. We have a lot of 
talent on this team and we're going to 
see all this talent on display Saturday 
night." 

Linsly coach and coach of the West 
Virginia squad, BJ. Depew is looking 
forward to coaching in his third OV AC 
All-Star Game and likes the talent he 
has on his sideline. 

"This is as good of a group of skill 
players that I've seen assembled on one 
team, which suits our offense nicely," 

Depew said. 'Tm excited to see how 
things play out and what they do Sat­
urday." 

Although they are there to play the 
game, even the players are excited to 
see some of the guys they have only 
played against or heard about through­
out the last four years. 

For Ohio, St. Clairsville TE/LB 
Will Balgo (6-foot-4, 250 pounds), 
QB Tyler Tonkovich (5-10, 180), TE/ 
DE Luke Jozwiak (6-2, 190) and all­
state tight end and defensive end Reese 
Skaggs (6-2, 220) provide strength all 

over the field. while Martins Ferry all­
state running back and linebacker Evan 
Carpenter (6-2, 220) adds a powerful 
running attack. 

Balgo knows what his teammates 
and Carpenter bring to the table. 

" I'm excited to see a lot of people 
here," Balgo said. "I'm excited to see 
Evan Carpenter and my teammates for 
sure. They will have big roles on this 
team: · 

River WR/DB Jake Rose echoed that 
statement. 

See. SPEED, Page D2 

Guardians chosen as 
name for Cleveland's 
baseball team 

CLEVELAND (AP) - While riding hb bike over 
a bridge across the Cuyahoga Ri ver near Progres~ive 
r ;_1,.. • ... .J : ___________ n ... _ , r-... 1 1 , , 1 -

. .,.. .. ... 
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Dobson said the last 
time he hit a home run 
was two years ago for St. 
Clairsville American Le­
gion Post 159. 

"It's one of those 
things. It takes three (vic­
tories) to win it," veteran 
Barton manager Billy 
Timko said. "Dillon did 
a great job on the mound. 
He hadn't pitched in a 
while, so J was really 
happy for him.'' 

Dobson almost wasn't 
in the starting nine. 

''Forty-five minutes 
before the game I was 
still undecided on who 
to start in right field," 
Timko explained. ''It was 
between Drake and Matt 
(Fouty). and for some 
reason my gut feeling 
was to go with Drake. It 
worked out. 

"That is a great team 
over there.'' Timko said 
while pointing toward 
the Maynard bench. ''We 
still have to work our 
tails off.·· 

Sunnafrank threw 92 
pitches. of which 65 
were strikes. He allowed 
just three hits. struck out 
three, walked one and hit 
one. 

"I threw an inning for 
them when I first came 
back this summer.'' Sun­
nafrank ~aid. "Other than 
that, it was probably last 
August.·· 

In 20 I 9. Sunnafrank 
played for the Washing­
ton Wild Things in the 
Independent League. 

"My cutter was really 
working tonight.·· he not­
ed. "I was keeping it off 
the barrel (of the bat) for 

the most part:· 
The fonner Wheel­

ing University standout 
fired a first-pitch strike 
to 20 of the 28 Indians 
he faced. 

"That's what is all 
about. First-pitch strikes 
is the biggest stat in base­
ball.'' Sunnafrank -.aid. 
"It's all about getting 
ahead in the count. .. 

The lone mistake he 
made came in the bottom 
of the sixth when Hunter 
Westlake drilled an 0-1 
pitch deep to left-center 
and over top of Maynard 
Road. 

Barton· s other tal­
ly came in the sixth 
when Bailey McGrath 
raced home on Anthony 
Zome·s bouncer to sh011. 

Jacob. who needed 
I 02 pitches (61 strikes). 
struck out three but is 
sued fi ve free passes. He 
also allowed just three 
hits. 

Westlake also had a 
first-inning single. 

··we had some walks 
and a couple of errors 
that kept innings going. 
but (Michael) "Zuke'' 
Jacob pitched a great 
game:· Maynard man­
ager David Vicker said. 
"He made one mistake 
and they made him pay 
for it. Luckily they had 
a few runner.-. on base. 
If it hadn't been a grand 
slam. they might" ve been 
in trouble. but four runs 
on one swing late in the 
game is huge.·· 

Vicker was unsure 
of who would take the 
mound on Sunday. Tim• 
ko will give the ball to 

BEST of the OHIO VALLEY 

Readers' Choice 
AWARDS 

"These St. Clairs­
ville kids and the 
Martins Ferry kids are 
pretty big,'' Rose said. 
"They look like they 
could hit someone 
pretty hard." 

New Philadel-
phia TE/DE Mitchell 
Stokey is the tall­
est player on Ohio's 
squad at 6-5. 235 and 
could play a role in the 
passing game, either 
catching or swatting 
down a throw. 

For West Virginia, 
Wheeling Central all­
).tate running back Jor­
dan Waterhouse is ex­
cited for the challenge. 

"This West Virgin­
ia team is fast. We're 
all athletes," he said. 
"They have some big 
guys on that team but 

we're going to do our 
thing. It's going to be 
speed vs. size. The 
fans are going to get a 
show." 

Wheeling Park skill 
players Shaheed Jack­
son, Carson Namack, 
Stevie Mitchell and 
Sincere Sinclair im­
pressed all season and 
it didn't go unnoticed. 

"The Park boys real­
ly have some speed," 
John Marshall running 
back Dalton Flowers 
said. "We're definitely 
a speed team with a lot 
of athletes." 

As for some players, 
though, they are just 
thrilled to see the best 
of the best go toe-to­
toe in an action packed 
contest. 

"All of them," Mag-

nolia's Silas McKeev­
er said of who he is 
excited to see. 'Tm 
excited to play with all 
of them. I've heard of 
all of them in my four 
years. It's a good op­
portunity for us and 
I'm happy to be here." 

West Virginia has a 
little extra motivation 
entering the game as 
the Mountaineers look 
to snap a two-year 
drought, while Ohio 
looks to extend the 
streak to three straight. 

"It's been a while 
since we beat Ohio," 
Linsly's Hunter Kel­
ley said. "I think we 
have a really good 
chance with the team 
we have this year to do 
something that hasn't 
been done lately." 

l .200. 
It was a tediou~ process. which 

included 140 hour), of interview~ 
with fans, community leaders. 
front office personnel and a surYcy 
of 40.000 fans. 

Dolan has said last summer's so­
cial unrest. touched off by the kill­
ing of George Floyd in Minneapo­
lis, spurred his intention to change 
the name - a move that came a 
few years after the Indians stopped 
wearing the Chief Wahoo logo on 
their game jerseys and caps. 

Cleveland 's new name was in­
spired by the large landmark stone 
edifices - referred to as traffic 
guardians - that flank both ends 
of the Hope Memorial Bridge, 
which connects downtown to Ohio 
City. 

As the team moYed closer to 
making a final decision on the 
name. Dolan said he found him­
self looking closely at the huge art 
deco sculptures. 

• OVAC-------------------
conunued from Page 01 

been great and it's nice 
scdng them come togeth­
er. When we first met in 
the gym at Bethany (last 
Sunday) and how they're 
divided into their small 
group~ 'ld now you see 
five an ,ix guys from 
differen: ,;chools hang­
ing out. Ifs what this is 
about.'' 

On the field. both head 
coaches feel good about 
their preparation and 
lineups. 

Ohio had a three-man 
quarterback derby before 
Huck and his staff set­
tled on St. Clairsville's 
Tyler Tonkovich as the 
starter. Steubenville 
Catholic's Ryan Gonnan 
and Bamesville's Ayden 
Hannahs will also get 
playing time. 

Huck believed the for­
mer Red Devil's ability to 
be a threat with his anns 
and legs is what separated 
him during the week. 

"All of our quarter­
backs are very good, but 
we just felt like we should 
go with Tyler first," Huck 
said. "You're definite­
ly going to see the other 
quarterbacks, too." 

Joining Tonkovich in 
the backfield will be Mar­
tins Ferry's Evan Carpen­
ter at running back. The 
wing backs are expected 
to be Matt Schaefer (In-

dian Creek) and Garrett 
Dozier (Toronto). 

Beaver Local's Dylan 
Moore will get the call at 
wide receiver. St. Clairs­
ville's Reese Skaggs will 
line up at tight end. 

Across the front, Steu­
benville' s Eli Burgey 
is expected to start at 
center. He's flanked by 
Bellaire's Vince Patrone 
and Monroe Central's 
Garet Cramer at guards. 
Justin Rimer (New Phil­
adelphia) and Brock Val­
entine (Cambridge) are 
ticketed for tackle. 

"Our kids have grasped 
and handled the offense 
pretty well," Huck said. 
"I could see it really start­
ing to come together on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 
These guys have also 
been great about continu­
ing to ask questions ( of 
the coaches) when we're 
in the donn. They really 
want to learn and perfonn 
well." 

That offensive unit 
will have to contend with 
a defense that Depew 
called "really good." 

"I think we have great 
players on that side of the 
ball," Depew said. 

Up front, Kyler O'Con­
nor (Oak Glen) and Mar­
co Aprea (Linsly) will 
open at the end spots. At 
defensive tackle, Dimi-

mf1.llll!\l lWi 
COMPANY 
"Quality WOrlc since 1983" 

Windows • Doors 
Sun Rooms • Siding 

304,84S,3. 8 

trius DeShield (Universi­
ty) and Deondre Crudup 
(Morgantown) are ticket­
ed for tackle. 

The two inside line­
backers are Linsly's Steve 
Felton and South's Devin 
Gaines. The two outside 
linebackers are Antho­
ny DiMatteis (Weir) and 
John Marshall's Dalton 
Flowers. 

In the secondary, Oak 
Glen's Gage Patterson 
will roam at safety. while 
Wheeling Park's duo of 
Sincere Sinclair and Sha­
heed Jackson will start at 
comer. 

Offensively, the Moun­
tain State plans to use its 
speed and skill. 

"Our offensive skill 
players are very talent­
ed," Depew said. "All 
of these kids have great 
athleticism and run great 
routes." 

West Virginia will open 
the game with Wheeling 
Park product Beau Hell­
er taking the snaps. The 
future West Liberty Hill­
topper had a brilliant sea­
son for the Patriots and 
has carried that momen­
tum into camp. 

Wheeling Central · s 
Jordan Waterhouse will 
open at running back. 
The four wide receivers 
to begin the game will be 
Wheeling Park's Stevie 
Mitchell, Linsly' s Kobe 
Hill, Wheeling Central's 
Payton Marling and 
South's Levi Rice. 

Up front, the West 
Virginia line will be an­
chored by center Dan­
iel Bealles (Oak Glen). 
Brooke's Sam Casto 
and Wheeling Central' s 
Spencer Helms will start 
at guard. The tackled 
are expected to be Jor­
dan Brueck (Weir) and 

O'Conner. who is the 
lone West Virginia play­
er to be starting on both 
sides. 

Defensively. Ohio has 
watched its fair share of 
Linsly tape to get an idea 
of what might be coming 
this evening. 

··we hope (adjust­
ments) aren't made to­
tally on the fly." Huck 
said. ··we·ve worked 10 
prepare the guy::- the be::-t 
we can and keep things as 
simple as possible, while 
covering as much as pos­
sible. Hopefully. whatev­
er (West Virginia) throws 
at us. we' re covered in 
tenns of either ha\'inl? 
practiced it talked about 
it.'' 

The Ohio defensive 
line includes New Phila­
delphia ·s Mitchell Stokey 
and Fort Frve·s Braden 
Medley at the ends. Fort 
Frye's Brady Kutsche­
renko and Caldwelrs 
Tim Wehr will be the 
tackles. 

The linebacking corps 
will be led bv St. Clairs­
ville' s Will· Balgo and 
Fort Frye 's Dylan Hart 
at the inside spot. River'~ 
Carter Denim and Ind ian 
Creeks' Jeremy Brown 
will be at the outside line­
backer. 

In the secondary. 
River's Jake Ro::,c and 
Shadyside 's Jordan Jo­
seph are the ~tarting cor­
ners. while Hannah~ will 
open at free safety. 

Both coaches made 
sure to spend some time 
on special teams this 
week. too. Warren·<; 
Joel Chevalier will punt 
and kick for Ohio. while 
Linsly's Joao Lima will 
handle both duties for 
West Virginia. 
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Following in their father's footsteps 
By CODY TOMER 
For The Times Leader 

BETHANY - The love of football 
starts for many at a young age. 

Whether it's playing backyard foot­
ball with friends or watching Monday 
Night Football with dad, the game • 
quickly becomes a tradition that is 
passed down from generation to gener­
ation. 

WILL 
BALGO 

REESE 
SKAGGS Such is the case during this year's 

75th Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Game. 

Six total all-stars are following in 
their fathers' footsteps of playing in 
the annual event as Wheeling Park QB 
Beau Heller, Magnolia RB/LB Silas 
McKeever, Steubenville Catholic QB 
Ryan Gorman, River WR/DB Jake Rose 

Harbaugh, 
Frost need 
victories 

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) 
- As their paths crossed 
at Big Ten Media Days. 
Michigan coach Jim 
Harbaugh and Nebras­
ka coach Scott Frost ap­
peared to have one thing 
in common: They are at 
a crossroads in their ca­
reers. 

Both have been hum­
bled in recent years. Both 
need to win now, quite 
possibly, to save their 
jobs. 

Since returning to his 
alma mater in 2015, 
Harbaugh has gone just 
49-22 and failed to pro­
vide the Wolverines with 
their first conference title 
since 2004. His teams 
have gone 0-5 against ri­
val Ohio State and 1-4 in 
bowl games. 

and St. Clairsville DE Reese Skaggs 
and h-back Will Balgo will keep the 
family tradition alive Saturday inside 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

"It was good news when I found out 
I was playing in the game," Heller said. 
"My dad was just talking to me about it 
and how to enjoy it. It's also fun to be 

.... 

up here with all of my friends I played 
with my whole life one last time." 

Heller's father, Kevin, played in the 
1991 contest. 

Also playing in the 1991 game was 
Casey Rose, the father of Jake Rose 
and the uncle of LB Carter Dennis, two 
cousins who are teammates from River 

on this year's Ohio squad. Their uncle 
Kyle Rose also played in the game in 
1990. 

"It's an honor to continue playing in 
this game and to keep the family name 
in the game," Jake Rose said. "I've 
heard stories from everyone I've talk­
ed to and about how good those teams 
were." 

Eric McKeever recovered an onside 
kick and intercepted a pass in the 1996 
game and his son will be looking to 
leave his mark on the contest, as well. 

"He said that he really enjoyed it," Si­
las McKeever said of his dad. 

"I'm excited for it, too. It's been a 
good time so far here at practice and it's 
pretty cool that I can carry on the tradi­
tion." 

See, FOOTSTEPS, Page B2 

Rays zap 
Indians 

CLEVELAND (AP) 
- No deficit scares these 
rallying Rays. 

Hours after adding 
slugger Nelson Cruz to 
their lineup in a major 
trade, Tampa Bay stonned 
back for a 5-4 win over 
the Cleveland Indians on 
Thursday night with Aus­
tin Meadows delivering 
an RBI single in the l 0th 
inning. 

Meadows' one-out liner 
on an 0-2 pitch from Bry­
an Shaw (3-4) brought 
home Randy Arozarena 
from second base. 

It was the second 
straight game-winning hit 
for Meadows, who had a 
two-out, two-run single 
in the ninth to beat Balti­
more on Wednesday. 

It was also the 30th 
come~from-behind victo­
ry this season for Tampa 
Bay. 

"It seems like every­
day there's a new hero," 
Meadows said. "It feels 
like momentum is always 
on our side." 

That's not why Har­
baugh was brought back 
to Ann Arbor as one of 
the nation's highest-paid 
coaches. It is, however, 
why he received a four­
year extension this off­
season for roughly half 
the previous deal, loaded 
with incentives and in­
cluding a more financial­
ly friendly buyout. 

Standing on a stage 
and staring into the bright 
lights of Lucas Oil Sta­
dium, where his name is 
memorialized in the In­
dianapolis Colts Ring of 
Honor, the fonner quar­
terback known as "Cap­
tain Comeback" vowed 
to bring his program back 
from mediocrity. 

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE Post 159 players Collin Snedeker, left, and Mason Myers celebrate Thursday 
night's 10-7 American Legion Region 8 Tournament victory over Beverly-Lowell on Don Coss Field in 
Cambridge. 

Down 4-2 in the ninth, 
the Rays rallied to tie it 
against closer James Kar­
inchak on a leadoff homer 
by Yandy Diaz and Bran­
don Lowe's clutch double 
with two outs. 

A question pertaining 
to the need to beat the 
Buckeyes and win a Big 
Ten title prompted the 
response that he was "as 
enthusiastic and excited" 
as ever. 

"That's what we want 
to do," Harbaugh said. 
"We're going to do it or 
die trying." 

Frost is just 12-20 over­
all, including 9-1 7 in the 
Big Ten, as he enters a 
fourth season at his alma 
m:ltPr Thi> '-<'hnol hirPII 

Post 159 avenges earlier 
setback to Beverly-Lowell 
• St. Clairsville must beat Cambridge twice for state berth 
By KIM NORTH game Thursday night and avenged that Sunday 
Times Leader Sports Writer setback with a come-from-behind, 10-7, verdict 

CAMBRIDGE - Sometimes the best plans 
just don't work out. Then again, sometimes they 
work out for the better. Jusk ask St. Clairsville 
Post 159 manager Mike Muklewicz. 

Prior to the start of the American Legion Region 
8 Tournament, Muklewicz and his staff thought 
they had a good chance at winning the five-team 
American Legion Region 8 Tournament, and they 
still do. However, the fonner Bridgeport High 
School baseball coach didn't plan on losing the 
opening game to Beverly-Lowell, 8-7, and im­
mediately falling into the win-or-go-home loser's 
bracket. 

Post 159 won its third straight elimination 

over Post 389/750 on Don Coss Field inside the 
City Park. With the hard-earned win, St. Clairs­
ville ( 18-8) advances to the championship finals 
where it has to defeat Cambridge twice in order to 
punch its state tournament ticket. That first chance 
comes tonight at 6. Another victory forces a sec­
ond game on Saturday at I p.m. 

"These kids are so resilient. They never quit or 
even back down despite being fairly young," Muk­
lewicz said of his squad which featured four high 
school sophomores-to-be in the starting lineup. 
"This wasn't the path we anticipated on to reach the 
championship round. We only had nine guys here 
tonight, but they all contributed to this victory." 

See, 159, Page B2 

Pete Fairbanks (3-3) 
pitched the ninth and Di­
ego Castillo struck out 
Franmil Reyes and Bobby 
Bradley with the potential 
tying run at third in the 
l 0th for his 14th save. 

The Rays announced 
their acquisition of Cruz 
just before the first pitch. 

Needing a big bat for 
the playoff push, Tampa 
Bay got a potent one from 
the disappointing Twins. 

The Rays sent mi­
nor league pitchers Joe 
Ryan and Drew Strot­
man to Minnesota for 
the 41-year-old Cruz and 
right-hander Calvin Fau­
cher. Cruz has 436 career 
homers, and his presence 
alone will re-shape Tam­
pa Bay's lineup. 
See, RAYS, Page B2 
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Ted Gonnan. the cur­
rent principal of Steuben­
ville High School. will 
get to watch hi~ son take 
the field in an Ohio uni­
fonn after he played in 
the 1986 game. 

"It's really special 
when you see that invi­
tation in the mail.'' Ryan 
Gonnan said. ''Having 
your dad in it is also an 
honor and a privilege to 
carry on his tradition and 
our family name.'' 

Ryan Gorman also takes 
great pride in the logo on 
hb helmet and the name 
on the front of the jersey. 

"Representing Steu-
benville Catholic is also 
definitely going to be an 
honor.'' he said. ··we have 
a lot of guys out here and 
we·re making a lot of good 
relationships. We want to 
get this win really badly." 

Also suiting up in the 
1986 game wa" Dan Bal­
go, the father of Will Bal go. 

"My dad. uncle and 
a couple of my mom·s 
siblings played in this 
game," Will Balgo said. 
.. It's awesome represent­
ing their names. When­
ever I go to family func­
tions. they always give 
vou that storv.'' 
• St Clairsville teammate 
Reese Skaggs will be aiming 
to join his father Walt, who 
was on the winning team in 
1987. in the win column. 

·'My dad said that his 
team won so we have to 
win." Reese Skaggs said. 
"My brother lost when he 
played in this game and I 
don't want to be on that 

side of the ball. I want 
to have the higher edge 
in the family. I was in 
seventh grade when my 
brother played and that's 
when I said ·1 have to play 
m the all-star game. too.· 
Now. here we are.'' 

Other players on the 
roster who have had rel­
atives play in the all-star 
game include John Mar­
shall running back Alex 
Burton (cousin C.J. Wil­
liams in 2011 ). Wheeling 
Central offensive lineman 
Spencer Helms (cous­
ins Joel Griffin in 2014, 
Trey Duffy in 1981 and 
Thor Duffy in 2018), 
and running back Jordan 
Waterhouse (uncles Greg 
Kloeppner in I 979 and 
Jerry Ames in 1993) and 
Weir wide receiver Gage 
Reitter (grandfather Jaye 
Reitter in 1965. cousin 
Carl Foder Jr. in 1982. 
uncle A.J. Twardoski in 
2005. brother Reed Reit­
ter in 20 I 9 and cousin 
Jake McCoy in 2019). 

On the Ohio side. Mon­
roe Central lineman Ga­
ret Cramer (uncle Jeremy 
Cramer in 1997 and un­
cle Eric Cramer in 1998), 
Toronto's Garrett Dozier 
(brother Austyn Dozier in 
2016), Shadyside RB/LB 
Jacob Visnic (uncle Brian 
Hammond in 1993), Cald­
well defensive lineman 
Tim Wehr ( cousin Aaron 
Smith in I 993) and Cam­
bridge offensive tackle 
Brock Valentine (brother 
Trent Valentine in 2019) 
all continue to carry on the 
family name. 

•159--------
Continued from Page 81 

Beverly-Lowell (23-7) was the three-time Region 
8 titlists. 

Things didn ·t look very good for St. Clairsville as 
it trailed 6- 1 after three inning~. However. it chipped 
awav with two tallies in the fourth and two more in 
the fifth to make it a 6-5 count. 

Mason Myers. one of those aforementioned youth­
ful players. capped the comeback with a bases-clear­
ing triple to the fence in right that gave Post 159 a 9-6 
advantage. Myers then raced home on a Drew Sefsick 
groundout. 
~ He also shined on the mound where he picked up the 
win with four-plus innings of relief work. The right­
hander took over for starter Dylan Gregorcic with one 
out in the third and the bases loaded. He allowed two 
of the inherited runners to score. but escaped further 
damage. He then held Post 389/750 at bay until they 
scored a meaningless run in the seventh. 

.. Mason Myers. Mason Myers. He is one of the 
most motivated and well-rounded 15-year-old-kids 
I've seen in a long time.'' Muklewicz said. ''He came 
through big time tonight for us, both at the plate and 
on the mound. Pitching isn' t something we·ve ask 
him to do a lot of. but he did a phenomenal job of 
keeping a good-hitting team at bay." 

Myers only recorded one strikeout. but it was a 
huge one. ft came with two on and no outs in the sev­
enth after Beverlv-Lowell had scored one run. 

With the teams deadlocked at six, Myers unloaded 
a drive over the rightfielder's head that scored Jaren 
Starks. Braylen Blomquist and Chase Goff. 

"I wasn ·t looking for any certain pitch," Myers 
said. ''I got in that count (3-2) after fouling off a cou­
ple of pitches that weren ' t really good foul balls. I was 
worried. but I got a pitch I liked and I jumped on it." 

As for the pitching. 
'·My goal was to just throw strikes and try to keep 

my pitches low in the zone to get a lot of ground­
balls. •• Myers said. --1 just wanted to let them hit the 
ball and allow my fielders to do their jobs." 

Myers. who was one of four Post 159 players with 
multiple hits. also singled in a run in the fifth, as did 
Sefsick. Goff had an RBI double in the first. 

St. Clairsville continues to play without the ser­
vices of Tyler Tonkovich. Will Balgo and Kobe Hill 
who are participating in OY AC All-Star Football 
Game activities this week in preparation for Saturday 
night's game. 
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Change in Olympic protest rule demanded 
TOKYO (AP) - Tommie Smith, John Carlos and 

Gwen Berry are among the more than 150 athletes, 
educators and activists who signed a letter Thursday 
urging the IOC not to punish participants who.demon­
strate at the Tokyo Games. 

The five-page letter, published on the eve of the 
Olympics, asks the IOC not to sanction athletes for 
kneeling or raising a fist, the way Smith and Carlos 
did at the 1968 Mexico City Games. 

Berry, the American hammer thrower who trig­
gered much of this debate, has said she intends to use 
her Olympic platform to point out racial inequality 
in the United States. She turned away from the flag 
when the national anthem played while she was on the 
medals stand at the Olympic trials last month. 

The IOC has made changes to its Rule 50 that bans 
political demonstrations at the Games, and has said 
it will allow them on the field, so long as they come 
before the start of action. Players from five Olympic 
soccer teams took to their knees Wednesday before 
their games on the opening night for that sport. 

But the IOC did not lift the prohibition on med­
als-stand demonstrations, and has left some of the 

decision-making about punishment up to individual 
sports federations. 

"We do not believe the changes made reflect a com­
mitment to freedom of expression as a fundamental 
human right nor to racial and social justice in global 
sports," said the letter, which was posted on the web­
site of the Muhammad Ali Center and also signed by 
Ali's daughter, four-time boxing world champion La­
tia Ali. 

The letter disputed the IOC's long-held position 
that the Olympics should remain neutral, arguing that 
"neutrality is never neutral." 

"Staying neutral means staying silent, and staying 
silent means supporting ongoing injustice," it said. 

The letter also took issue with an athlete survey 
conducted by the IOC athletes' commission that 
found widespread support for Rule 50. The commis­
sion cited the survey as a central reason for making 
the recommendation to largely keep the rule intact. 

"The report provides no information on racial/eth­
nic demographics or insights into the research instru­
ment used and steps taken to strengthen the validity 
and trustworthiness of the data," the letter said. 

Buckeye trio named preseason all-Big Ten 
By RALPH D. RUSSO 
AP College Football Writer 

The preseason all-Big Ten team 
released Thursday includes three 
Ohio State players among 10 play­
ers selected by a media panel. 

Offensive left tackle Thayer 
Munford and wide receivers Chris 
Olave and Garrett Wilson are cor­
nerstones for a Buckeyes program 
that has won four consecutive con­
ference titles and qualified for the 
College Football Playoff the past 
two years. 

Each were 2020 first-team All­
Big Ten selections. 

Olave returns for his senior year 
with 87 receptions for 1,435 yards 
and I 9 touchdowns in three sea­
sons. In two seasons, Wilson has 
73 receptions for l, 15 5 yards and 
1 I TDs. 

Other East Division players hon­
ored were Indiana quarterback Mi­
chael Penix Jr. and Penn State wide 
receiver Jahan Dotson. 

The West Division players in­
clude Minnesota running back 
Mohamed Ibrahim, Northwestern 
safety Brandon Joseph, Iowa cen­
ter Tyler Linderbaum, Purdue wide 
receiver David Bell and Wisconsin 
linebacker Jack Sanborn. Ibrahim 
and Joseph were first-team All-Big 
Ten last season. 

Ibrahim rushed for 1,076 yards 
and 15 TDs on 201 carries as a ju­
nior. The scores rank fourth for a 
single season in school history. 

ADVISER ALVAREZ 
Fonner Wisconsin athletic di­

rector and coach Barry Alvarez is 
joining the Big Ten as the special 
adviser for football. 

Alvarez retired from Wisconsin 

after the past I 8 years as AD and 
16 seasons previously as coach 
of the Badgers. Big Ten Commis­
sioner Kevin Warren announced 
Alvarez would be joining the con­
ference, starting Aug. 2. 

"I trust Barry Alvarez implicit­
ly," Warren said. "He means ev­
erything to this conference.'' 

Alvarez will work with Warren on 
College Football Playoff expansion, 
television and bowl contracts, sched­
uling, and player health and safety. 

Alvarez led the Badgers to three 
Big Ten titles and three Rose Bowl 
victories as a head coach and went 
119-74-4. 

Warren also said Wisconsin 
Chancellor Rebecca Blank will re­
place Northwestern President Mor­
ton Schapiro as chairperson of the 
Big Ten Council of President and 
Chancellors. 

•Frost---------------------
continued from Page 81 

But the school hasn't 
won a league title since 
1999, had only one win­
ning season since 2015 
and lost five or more 
games in five of six sea­
sons. This season marks 
the I 0th anniversary of 
Nebraska joining the Big 
Ten after leaving the Big 
12. The .533 win per­
centage in that span ranks 
eighth among conference 
teams. 

That's why Frost, like 
Harbaugh, is often men­
tioned as being on a hot 
seat. 

"I don' t read anything," 
Frost said. "Praise and 
blame are all the same. 
They're both imposters. 
When things are going 
well. you're going to get 
a lot of praise. And that's 
not all true. Blame is the 
same thing.'' 

• Rays 
Continued from Page B1 

But there's no denying 
humbling realities. Ne­
braska has seen key play­
ers, including quarterback 
Luke McCaffrey and 
running back Wan'Dale 
Robinson, decide to trans­
fer. Frost had once re­
ferred to Mccaffrey, the 
younger brother of NFL 
star Christian McCaffrey, 
as "the future" of the pro­
gram. That future is now 
at Rice. 

Neither Michigan nor 
Nebraska had a player 
on the l 0-member Big 
Ten preseason squads an­
nounced Thursday. 

"Listening to the out­
side noise is the absolute 
worst thing you can do," 
said Michigan senior line­
backer Josh Ross. "At the 
end of the day, you put 
that work in. You do it. 
You 're the only one who 

is going to make it bet­
ter." 

Still, Ross acknowl­
edged the reality of what 
it means to be a part of 
such a publicized pro­
gram. 

"It's Michigan. When 
you're winning, every­
thing is good," he said. 
"When you're losing, we 
suck, everything is bad." 

Harbaugh tried to sound 
reassuring as he spoke 
with reporters. When he 
mentioned how Cade Mc­
Namara emerged from 
spring practice as the No. 
1 quarterback, the young­
er passer was ref erred to 
as a "fiery competitor.'' 
That sounds like a coach 
who wants to see a lot of 
himself in the team lead­
er. 

Harbaugh also wanted 
to make it clear he hasn't 

lost his fire. He referred to 
a summer climb with his 
wife, Sarah, and daugh­
ter, Addison. The trek 
required about 15,000 
steps. And Harbaugh be­
ing Harbaugh, he couldn't 
resist drawing a correla­
tion to his job. 

As the trio neared the 
summit, Harbaugh re­
members his daughter 
saying, "We've got to 
apex this." 

That made him proud. 
And resolute. And regard­
less of how much he's 
lost and if he 's in a pre­
carious professional posi­
tion, it reaffinned how the 
intense Harbaugh intends 
to attack this season. 

"She's got that gene in 
her," he said. "I was darn 
glad to see it. And I tell 
you, I've got that gene in 
me." 

"We' re definitely getting a 
high-quality hitter and a high-qual­
ity person;' said Rays manager 
Kevin Cash. who has known Cruz 
for years and recent! y managed 
him in the All-Star Game. "There's 
guys that can naturally hit and he 
does it." 

innings. 
In the third, Reyes, who hit a 

walk-off, three-run homer to beat 
Kansas City in a similar situation 
on July 8, lined a 1-2 pitch over the 
wall in left field for his 1 7th homer 
- and sixth in 13 games since be­
ing activated from the injured list. 

As he rounded third, Reyes de­
fiantly shook his index finger as if 
to warn the Rays about challenging 
him. 

season. Cash recently invited Fran­
cona to join him in Denver for the 
All-Star Game. 

On previous visits by the Rays, 
Francona has played pranks on 
Cash but not this time. 

"I don 't know where I saw it. But 
they came out with the 30 manag­
ers' career offensive numbers and 
Cashie was obviously last," Fran­
cona cracked. 

Reyes made Tampa Bay pay 
for a curious strategy by hitting a 
three-run homer while helping the 
Indians take a 4- I lead, but Cleve­
land's bullpen collapsed with Kar­
nichak giving up two runs in the 
ninth. 

"Unfortunately, failure is a part 
of the game," Karinchak said. 
"You know that coming in. But 
I'm going to keep trusting the pro­
cess, keep sticking to myself and 
keep working on it every day and 
I I ' • • II" 

MORGAN MOVE 
With two off days coming next 

week, the Indians sent rookie Eli 
Morgan back to Triple-A Colum­
bus temporarily and recalled rookie 
left-hander Sam Hentges to bolster 
their bullpen. 

Morgan pitched well in Wednes­
day' s win at Houston, allowing 
.,\,. -- - -·- - - - .J .1..- ...... L. ; .. ... ! ... £:. ,_ ,:_ 

"But I was next-to-last. and that 
really bothered me. I'm like, Td 
better ease off the gas a little bit 
here, because that's not good com­
pany to keep."' 

TRAINER'S ROOM 
Indians: Francona said RHP 

Aaron Civale (sprained finger) 
is expected to throw a bullpen in 
the next few days. Francona said 
,-,: ...... , ... : .... ... . :1 1 -•- .. ........ 1:-.- .. ..... ---• c .. 11 
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iall of Farner Bobby Bowden has terminal medical condition 
ySTEVE REED 
=> Sports Writer 

Hall of Fame college football coach Bob­
, Bowden announced Wednesday he has 
:en diagnosed with a terminal medical 
,ndition. 

pose for my life, on and off the field, and I 
am prepared for what is to come," Bowden 
said in a statement released to news outlets, 
including The Associated Press. ''My wife 
Ann and our family have been life's greatest 
blessing. I am at peace." 

The 9 I-year-old Bowden was hospital­
ized last October after he tested positive for 

COVID-19. 
The positive test came a few days after 

returning to his Tallahassee home from a 
lengthy hospital stay for an infection m his 
leg. 

He did not disclose his condition in his 
statement. 

State. Bowden amassed a 315-98-4 record 
and built the Seminoles into a national pow­
er. winning 12 Atlantic Coast Conference 
championships and national titles in 1993 
and 1999. He won 357 games during his 
40 years in college coaching and was se­
lected to the College Football Hall of Fame 

"I've always tried to serve God's pur- During his 34 years coaching Florida in 2006. ~ 

75TH ANNUAL OVAC RUDY MUMLEY 
ALL-STAR CHARITY CLASSIC 
OHIO VS. WEST VIRGINIA 

Saturday, July 24, 2021 • Kickoff 7:15 p.m. • Wheeling Island Stadium 

DRO\TER'S INN 
If You Haven't Tried Our Wings, 

You Don't Know What You're Missing! 

304-137-0188 
'C:11 W~Mb-11,.W 

Hours: 
Wed.· sat 4-10pm 

sun. Noon-7pm 

Christophe l\ core, DPM 
Board Certified by the 

American Board of Podiatric Medicine 

FOOT & Al'i'KI .. E CEVl'ER 
• Lower Leg Wound Care 

• Foot & Ankle Conditions and Surgeries 
• D labatic foot Care 

• Sports Injuries 
.__.,,'."""" 800D LUCK OIIC PLAYERS 

Exit 220 OD 1-70 

Photo/CODY TOMER 
PICTURED IS the Ohio All-Star Football Team, wllich will take on West 
Virginia Saturday evening in the 75h edition of the OVAC All-Star Football 
Game. Front row, from left, are Dylan Moore (Beaver Local), Ayden Hannahs 
(Barnesville), Tyler Tonkovich (St. Clairsville), Joel Chevalier (Warren), Jacob 
Visnic (Shadyside), Brian Palmer (Buckeye Local}, Will Ba'go (St. Clairsville), 
Briar Portman (Shenandoah), Matt Schaefer (Indian Creek) and Ryan Gorman 

~IIHU!!il (Steubenville CC). Second row, from left. are Garrett Dozier (Toronto}, Justin 
Bartlett (Cambridge), Logan Mobelini (Cambridge), Mitchell Stokey (New 
Philadelphia), Carter Loase (Union Local), Garter Dennis (River), Luke Jozwiak 
{St. Clairsville} and Jeremy Brown (Indian Creek). Third row, from left, are 
Isaiah McCartney (Steubenville). Jordan Joseph (Shadyside), Rocco Romeo 
(Conotton Valley), Jake Rose (River), Reese Skaggs (St. Clairsville), Evan 
Carpenter (Martins Ferry). Vince Patrone (Bellaire), Dylan Hart (Fort Frye}, 
Tommy Warrick (Beaver Local) and Dylan Czech (East Liverpool). Fourth row, 
from left, are Brock Valentine (Cambridge). Brady Kutscherenko {Fort Frye), 
Garet Cramer (Monroe Central), Justin Rimer (New Philadelphia), EII Burgey 
(Steubenville), Tim Wehr (Caldwell), Preston Thaman (Martins Ferry), Jayrnison 
Baker (Fort Frye) and Braden Medley (Fort Frye). Back row 1s trainer Caitlin 

=====-== Tomczyk, assistant coaches Chad Ross, Kyle Huck, head coach Eric Huck, 
assistant coaches Josh Seagraves, Scott Hart and Kevin Welsh. 
Photo/CODY TOMER 
PICTURED IS the West Virginia All-Star Football Team, which will take on 
Ohio Saturday evening In the 75h edition of the OVAC All-Star Football Game. 
Front row, from left, are Kobe HJI jLinsly). Anthony DiMatteis (Weir), Jordan 
Waterhouse (Wheel ng Centraij, Drake Hukill (Brooke), Deondre Crudup 
(Morgantown), Lucky Pulice (Madonna), Beau He'.ler (Wheeling Park), SIM 
Felton (Linsly}, Joao Lima (Unsly) and Anthony Sessi. Second row, from left, are 
Sincere Sinclair (Wheeling Park), Gage Patterson (Oak Glen). Payton Marling 
(Wheeling Central), Hunter Kal ey (Linsly), Dalton Flowers (John Marshall), 
Shaheed Jackson (Wheelil"l!I Parlt), Carson Nama;olt (Whee!.ig Park) and Levi 
Rice (Parkersburg Soutn). Third rem, from left, are Jason Beisel (Magnolia), 
Devin Gaines (Parkersburg Sooti'I), Silas McKeever (Magnolia}, S1evie Mitchell 
(Wheeling Park), A ex Burton (Jottn Marshall), Gage Reitter (Weir), Elild Barner 
(University), Daniel Bealles (Oak Glen), Samuel Casto (Brooke) and Dimitrius 
DeShield (University) Fourth row, from left, are Marco Aprea (Linsly), Isaac 
Keller (Magnolia), Kyler O'Connor (Oak Glen), Logan McDonald (Morgantown), 
Cody Poe (Hundred}. Spencer Helms (Whee~llg Central), Matthew Malick (Qak 
Glen) and Jetdan erucek (Weir). Top row, trom left, a1e ll'ainier Chelsea Kelly, 
assistant coaches Doug Tush, James Wallace, Gee Lof 
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Like Father, 
Like Son 

Photo by Cody Tomer 
Wheeling Central alum Chase Harler has signed a 
contract for Jamtland Basket, a professional basket­
ball team in Sweden for the upcoming season. 

Harler Signs With 
Sweden Pro Team 

By CODY TOMER 
Sports Writer 

WHEELING - After 
a solid collegiate career 
at West Virginia Univer­
sity, Wheeling Central 
alum Chase Harler made 
a name for himself last 
year in Lithuania in the 
pro game. 

He enjoyed the success 
but missed the fans due to 
the pandemic. This time 
around will be his first 
professional season with 
fans in attendance and he 
couldn't be more excited 
for the opportunity. 

Photos by Alex Kozlowski and Sheri McAninch 
Wheeling Park's Beau Heller, left, and Magnolia's Silas McKeever, right, will be playing in Saturday's 
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game, a game their fathers both played in, as well. 

"I went into Lithua­
nia with an open mind," 
Harler said. "I wanted to 
see the world and expe­
rience a different culture. 
The competition was bet­
ter, too, but I got back 
in March and I've been 
itching to play. In Lithu­
ania, that's when COVID 
was bad, so my coaches 
in Sweden said that we'll 
have fans at our games, 
so it will be back to nor­
mal overseas without 
COVID.'' 

Six all-stars are following in their dads' footsteps 
Now, he is taking the 

next step as he signed 
with Jamtland Basket in 
Sweden to continue his 
professional basketball 
playing career. 

"Any opportunity to 
continue to play basket­
ball is a blessing,'' Harler 
said. 'Tm kind of work­
ing up the European bas­
ketball ladder and this is a 
step up. Last year in Lith­
uania I wanted to prove 
myself and build my re­
sume.'' 

He certainly did. 
With Pa1angos Kursi­

ai. Harler averaged 1 5 
points, 2.4 rebounds, 3.2 
assists, 1.4 steals and 0.1 
blocks a game. 

Harler scratched his 
itch to play ball this sum­
mer with West Virginia 
University alumni squad 
Best Virginia, where he 

Please see HARLER 
Page 12 

By CODY TOMER 
Sports Writer 

BETHANY The 
love of football starts for 
many at a young age. 

Whether it's flaying 
backyard footbal with 
friends or watching Mon­
day Night Football with 
dad, the game quickly be­
comes a tradition that is 
passed down from gener­
ation to generation. 

SKAGGS BALGO 

Such is the case during this 
year's 75th Rudy Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Game. 

Six total all-stars are follow­
ing in their fathers' footsteps of 
playing in the annual. e.vent as 
Wheeling Park QB Beau Heller, 
Magnolia RB/LB Silas McKeev­
er, Steubenville Catholic QB 

Ryan Gonnan, River WR/DB 
Jake Rose and St. Clairsville 
DE Reese Skaggs and h-back 
Will Balgo will keep the family 
tradition alive Saturday inside 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

"It was good news when I 
found out I was playing in the 
game," Heller said. "My dad 
was just talking to me about 

ROSE GORMAN 

it and how to enjoy it. Ifs also 
fun to be up here with all of my 
friends I played with my whole 
Iif e one last time.'' 

Heller's father, Kevin, played 
in the 1991 contest. 

Also playing in the 1991 
game was Casey Rose. the father 

Please see SON, Page 12 

Steelers Maintain Super Bowl Expectations 
PITTSBURGH (AP) - The 

Pittsburgh Steelers experienced 
a significant amount of turnover 
during the offseason, yet they 
opened training camp on Thursday 
with the same lofty Super Bowl ex­
pectations. 

"Everybody in the NFL has the 
same goal, and that's to win a Super 
Bowl,'' veteran quarterback Ben Ro­
ethlisberger said. "It doesn't matter 
if you come from another team, if 
you' ve been here for a long time, or 
if you 're a rookie. Everyone wants 
the same thing. It's a matter of get­
ting on the same page at the right 
time." 

Roethlisberger took a pay cut to 
return for an 18th NFL season, but 
the 39-year-old signal caller will 
do it playing behind a revamped 

offensive line. Maurkice Pouncey 
retired and David Decastro was 
released with a "non-football inju­
ry." Alejandro Villanueva and Matt 
Feiler left in free agency. Pouncey, 
Decastro and Villanueva combined 
for I 7 Pro Bowls. 

"I've been blessed to have a lot of 
older guys that have been here for a 
numerous amount of years," Roeth­
lisberger said. "To not have that is 
definitely different, but it's just Day 
l." 

Head coach Mike Tomlin said 
Thursday that center Kendrick 
Green, the team's third-round pick 
out of Illinois, will start the Hall of 
Fame game against Dallas on Aug 
5. 

Zach Banner practiced on Thurs­
day after tearing an ACL during 

Parkersburg 
Downs Post 1 

Week l last season, while Chukwu­
ma Okorafor shifts to left tackle and 
Kevin Dotson returns for his second 
season at guard. Trai Turner was 
signed hours after Decastro was re­
leased, and B.J. Finney also brings 
veteran experience up front. 

The Steelers also suffered signif­
icant losses from a defense that was 
ranked among the league's best last 
season. They lost linebacker Bud 
Dupree and comerback Mike Hil­
ton to free agency, and also released 
comerback Steven Nelson in a sala­
ry cap-related move. Veteran line­
backer Vince Williams also made a 
surprise retirement announcement 
on the eve of the team's first work­
out earlier this week. 

Please see STEELERS, Page 12 

St. C. 

AP Photo 
Steelers quarterback Ben Aoethlisberger (7) 
hands off to running back Najee Harris (22) on a 
drill during Thursday's practice in Pittsburgh. 
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Hall of Farner Bobby Bowden Has Terminal Condition 
Bv STEVE REED 
AP Sports Writer 

Hall of Fame college foot­
ball coach Bobby Bowden 
announced Wednesday he has 
been diagnosed with a terminal 
medical condition. 

''I've always tried to serve 
God· s purpose for my life, 
on and off the field. and I am 
prepared for what is to come,'' 
Bowden said in a statement re­
leased to news outlets. includ­
ing The Associated Press. "My 
wife Ann and our family have 
been life· s greatest blessing. I 
am at peace." 

and built the Seminoles into 
a national power, winning 12 
Atlantic Coast Conference 
championships and national ti­
tles in 1993 and 1999. He won 
357 games during his 40 years 
in college coaching and was 
selected to the College Foot­
ball Hall of Fame in 2006. 

soul of FSU, but it goes beyond 
even that - he is a big part of 
the history of the game. 

"Anyone who has had the 
opporrunity to be around 
Coach Bowden knows what it 
is like to know a person who 
has his priorities in the right or­
der, who loves life and values 
integrity and honor." 

Mississippi State football 
coach Mike Leach, the archi­
tect of some of the most prolif­
ic offenses in the history of the 
game, said Bowden has been 
an example to every coach. 

The 9 I-year-old Bowden 
was hospitalized last Octo­
ber after he tested positive for 
COVID- I 9. The positive test 
came a few day~ after return­
ing to his Tallahassee home 
from a lengthy hospital stay for 
an infection in his leg. He did 
not disclose hb. condition in his 
statement. 

"Coach Bowden built a foot­
ball dynasty and raised the na­
tional profile of Florida State 
University, and he did it with 
dignity, class and a sense of 
humor," Florida State presi­
dent John Thrasher said in a 
statement. "Although his ac­
complishments on the field are 
unmatched, his legacy will go 
far beyond football. His faith 
and family have always come 
first. and he is an incredible 
role · model for his players and 
fans alike. He is beloved by the 
FSU family." 

AP Photo 
In this Jan. 18, 2011, file photo, Bobby Bowden poses with the 
Paul "Bear" Bryant College Coach of the Year Award in Hous­
ton. Bowden announced Wednesday, that he has been diag­
nosed with a terminal medical condition. 

"He's one of those guys that 
made us all want to coach when 
we were younger, made it ex­
citing," Leach said. "Coach 
Bowden threw the ball before 
most people were inclined to. 
When I was young, in high 
school, junior high, I used 
to watch his teams because 
they're a team that was liable to 
upset teams ahead of them, and 
that's as they started throwing 
the ball around, became more 
and more explosive." 

Bowden had wanted to coach "Bobby Bowden has meant 

During hb. 34 years coach­
ing Florida State. Bowden 
amassed a 315-98-4 record 

Bowden retired following 
the 2009 season with a Gator 
Bowl win over West Virginia 
in Florida State's 28th straight 
postseason appearance. 

another season to continue this everything to Florida State ath­
pursuit of 400 wins, but Flori- letics and so much to college 
da State officials did not renew football in general," Florid 
his contract. He was replaced State athletic director David 
by then-offensive coordinator Coburn said in a statement. 
Jimbo Fisher. "He is a part of the heart and 

SON 
(Continued from Page 11) 
of Jake Rose and the uncle of 
LB Carter Dennis. two cousins 
who are teammates from Riv­
er on this year's Ohio squad. 
Their uncle Kyle Rose also 
played in the game in 1990. 

here at practice and it's pretty 
cool that I can carry on the tra­
dition." 

Ted Gorman, the current 
principal of Steubenville High 
School, will get to watch his 
son take the field in an Ohio 
uniform after he played in the 
1986 game. 

"We have a lot of guys out here 
and we're making a lot of good 
relationships. We want to get 
this win really badly." 

when he played in this game 
and I don't want to be on that 
side of the ball. I want to have 
the higher edge in the family. I 
was in seventh grade when my 
brother played and that's when 
I said 'I have to play in the all­
star game, too.' Now, here we 
are." 

Weir wide receiver Gage Reit- I 
ter (grandfather Jaye Reitter in /r 
1965, cousin Carl Foder Jr. if.., 1 

1982, uncle A.J. Twardoski ~ 
2005, brother Reed Reitter · 

"It's an honor to continue 
playing in this game and to 
keep the family name in the 
game." Jake Rose said. "I've 
heard stories from everyone 
I've talked to and about how 
good those teams were." 

Also suiting up in the 1986 
game was Dan Balgo, the fa­
ther of Will Balgo. 

"My dad, uncle and a couple 
of my mom's siblings played 
in this game," Will Balgo said. 
''It's awesome representing 
their names. Whenever I go to 
family functions, they always 
give you that story." 

2019 and cousin Jake McC 
in 2019). 

On the Ohio side, Mom 
Central lineman Garet Cra . 
er (uncle Jeremy Cramer i 

Eric McKecver recovered an 
onside kick and intercepted a 
pass in the 1996 game and his 
son will be looking to leave his 
mark on the contest, as well. 

·'He said that he really en­
joyed it:' Silas McKeever said 
of hi"l dad. 'Tm excited for it, 
too. It's been a good time so far 

"It's really special when you 
see that invitation in the mail," 
Ryan Gorman said. "Having 
your dad in it is also an honor 
and a privilege to carry on his 
tradition and our family name." 

Ryan Gonnan also takes 
great pride in the logo on his 
helmet and the name on the 
front of the jersey. 

St. Clairsville teammate Re­
ese Skaggs will be aiming to 
join his father Walt, who was 
on the winning team in 198 7, 
in the win column. 

Other players on the roster 
who have had relatives play in 
the all-star game include John 
Marshall running back Alex 
Burton (cousin C.J. Williams 
in 2011 ), Wheeling Central of­
fensive lineman Spencer Helms 
(cousins Joel Griffin in 2014, 
Trey Duffy in 1981 and Thor 
Duffy in 2018 ), and running 
back Jordan Waterhouse (un­
cles Greg Kloeppner in 1979 
and Jerry Ames in 1993) and 

1 997 and uncle Eric Craml 
in 1998), Toronto's Garret 
Dozier (brother Austyn Doz­
ier in 2016). Shadyside RB, 
LB Jacob Visnic (uncle Bri 
Hammond in 1993), Caldwel 
defensive lineman Tim Wehr 
(cousin Aaron Smith in 1993) 
and Cambridge offensive tackle 
Brock Valentine (brother Trent. 
Valentine in 20 I 9) all continue 
to carry on the family name. 

''Representing Steubenville 
Catholic is also definitely go­
ing to be an honor." he said. 

"My dad said that his team 
won so we have to win," Reese 
Skaggs said. "My brother lost 

HARLER 
(Continued from Page 11) 
teamed up with Teyvon Myers. who 
is also a former player with Jamtland 
Basket. 

team·s GM and just put in a good word 
and we got the deal done in two-three 
days." 

Mvers knew the talent and skill that 
Harler brought to the table and put in a 
good word for the Ohio Valley native. 

Also helping Harler throughout the 
signing process was his agent Nathan 
Conley. 

··tte played his second year for them. 
too:· Harler said of Myers. "He played 
in France this past season but he played 
a huge pan in me getting this opportu­
nity. 

..Nathan is out of Charlotte and he 
is a close friend of mine," Harler said. 
"He was my trainer in high school and 
he became a certified agent. 

"He has a great relationship with the 
"When I graduated we came to terms 

and he put out feelers in different 

ST.C. 
(Continued from Page 11) 
defeat Cambridge twice 
in order to punch its 
state tournament ticket. 
That first chance comes 
tonight at 6. Another 
victory forces a second 
game on Saturday at 1 
p.m. 

Beverly-Lowell (23-
7) was the three-time 
Region 8 titlists. 

Things didn' t look 
very good for St. Clairs­
ville as it trailed 6-1 af­
ter three innings. How­
ever, it chipped away 
with two tallies in the 
fourth and two more in 
the fifth to make it a 6-5 
count. 

Mason Myers. one of 
those aforementioned 
youthful players. capped 
the comeback with a 
bases-clearing triple to 
the fence in right that 
gave Post 159 a 9-6 
advantage. Myers then 
raced home on a Drew 
Sefsick groundout. 

He also shined on the 
mound where he picked 
up the win with four-plus 
innings of relief work. 

held Post 389/750 at 
bay until they scored a 
meaningless run in the 
seventh. 

'·Mason Myers. Ma­
son Myers. He is one of 
the most motivated and 
well-rounded 15-year­
old-kids I've seen in a 
long time," Muklewicz 
said. "He came through 
big time tonight for us, 
both at the plate and 
on the mound. Pitching 
isn't something we've 
ask him to do a lot of, but 
he did a phenomenal job 
of keeping a good-hit­
ting team at bay:· 

Myers only recorded 
one strikeout, but it was 
a huge one. It came with 
two on and no outs in 
the seventh after Bev­
erly-Lowell had scored 
one run. 

With the teams dead­
locked at six. Myers 
unloaded a drive over 
the rightfielder's head 
that scored Jaren Starks, 
Braylen Blomquist and 
Chase Goff. 

"1 wasn' t looking for 

AREA 
(Continued from Page 11) 

Post 15 used that mo­
mentum and tallied two 
in the bottom of the first 
on a two-run knock by 
Cameron Taylor and 
never looked back. 

Parkersburg added 
two more in the second 
on a Dustin Corley RBI 
single and an error. 

Wheeling managed 
to cut the deficit in half 
in the third when Seth 
Hand dropped an oppo­
site field RBI single into 
right but, again, with the 
bases loaded and just one 
out, a double-play ended 
the frame. 

··we didn't pitch great 
and didn't hit with run­
ners in scoring position," 
Wheeling coach Jon-Mi­
chael Brunner said. "We 
can't come up with the 
big hit right now. We 
have to regroup, get these 
guys fresh and re-eval­
uate who is healthy and 
go with who we have for 
next week.'' 

Parkersburg exploded 
for five in the fourth to 

leagues. 
"It's a different process because I 

like to be in control of things, like set­
ting up events, so it's hard to step back 
and let someone else take over but I 
trust Nathan." 

around all of those guys," Harter said. 
"Most of them came back to WVU 
when I was there for summer workouts 
to be a part of the team, so to see how 
they went about pre-game rituals and 
how they take care of their bodies was 
really cool. Best Virginia was ousted in the 

Sweet 16 of The Basketball Tourna­
ment on Wednesday, but, nonetheless, 
Harler enjoyed the ride with some great 

"If you would have told me 10-12 
years ago that I'd be on a team with 
Da'Sean Butler, Kevin Jones and John 
Flowers I would have laughed. but now teammates. 

"It was a great experience being I consider them close friends." 

takes." 
Both teams tacked on 

a run each in the sixth. 
Bryant was the win­

ning pitcher going four 
innings with six strike­
outs and five walks. 

"Colin Bryant did 
well," Goodwin said. 
"His velocity was good 
but his control got a lit­
tle bit shaky a couple of 
different times but we 
worked out of the in­
nings. Our offense real­
ly provided the cushion. 
Our offense helped our 
pitching (Thursday)." 

Cameron Taylor fin­
ished with two hits and 
two RBI, Corley sup­
plied two hits and a RBI 
and Brett Haskins dou­
bled in the victory. 

Jack Scouvart provid­
ed the third run of the 
game for Post l on a 
fielder's choice. 

Although it wasn't the 
outcome Brunner was 
looking for, he is hoping 
to see a little more grit 
from his squad during 
......... ~ ............... 1, .. , ,. ........................ _.,. .... 

STEELERS---------
(Continued from Page 11) 

"It's not easy to re­
place all of those guys," 
Roethlisberger said. 
"But we have guys who 
are willing and capable 
and excited to fill those 
roles. They want to do 
everything they can to be 
the best they can be, and 
we're excited to see what 
they can do." 

The Steelers expect 
their restructured of­
fensive line to clear the 
way for former Alabama 
standout running back 
Najee Harris, the team's 
first-round draft pick. 
The Steelers plan to fea­
ture Harris and put a re­
newed emphasis this sea­
son on improving the run 
game, which finished last 
in the NFL in yards rush­
ing in 2020. 

"There's an expecta­
tion that those guys are 
going to deliver, and I'm 
not going to be surprised 
when they do," Tomlin 
said. "As a matter of fact, 
we expect them to. 

"You can write a rags­
to-riches tale, like we're 

day I threw a ball since 
minicamp, other than 
throwing to my son in 
the backyard. It feels like 
more normal of an off­
season. 

"I just think that phys­
ically I'll feel better in 
terms of my ann." 

Roethlisberger still 
threw for 3.803 yards 
with 3 3 touchdowns 
and 10 interceptions in 
15 games last season. 
The Steelers' passing 
game ranked seventh in 
the AFC and 15th in the 
NFL, but a non-existent 
run game, and a predict­
able short passing at­
tack helped contribute to 
Pittsburgh's late-season 
struggles. 

The Steelers opted not 
to renew Randy Ficht­
ner's contract in Janu­
ary, and they promoted 
Matt Canada - the team's 
quarterback's coach last 
season - in an effort to 
inject some life into an 
offense that sputtered 
down the stretch. 

That has required Ro­
ethlisberger to take on 
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Poe Plans to Join the Army After All-Star Game 
By CODY TOMER 

Sports Writer 
BETHANY - To become an OV AC 

All-Star, one must stand out above the 
rest. 

That is exactly what got Hundred's 
Cody Poe (OL/LB) invited to the 75th 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Game 
- he refused to be ordinary. 

was a better fit for him. 
"My original ship day was 

June 7 for the Marine Corps 
but I didn't like the deal, so I 
decided to take my services to 
the Army," Poe said. "They 
offered me the same contract 
for better pay and better op­
portunities.·• 

Poe has always had 
thoughts of enlisting after 
graduation and will begin his 
duties in field artillery. 

CODY POE 

Byrd did exactly what a fa­
ther and head football coach 
should do - he helped him 
grow and gave him someone 
to look up to in the process. 

the all-star game, someone is always 
going to be bigger. stronger and faster 
than you but don ·1 let anyone outwork 
you and if you do something that makes 
you happy. then you are going to live a 
happy life.' 

"We're still not sure if he is leav­
ing in December or before or after but 
we're going to finish meeting with re­
cruiters after the all-star game but he 
has made that commitment and I know 
he is going to give I 00%." 

When the final whistle blows on Sat­
urday night Poe will switch his focus 
to a new endeavor as he plans to enlist 
in the Army and, once again, he wants 
to make an impact. 

"I'm looking forward to meeting 
new people who are all there for the 
same reason," Poe said. "I'm looking 
to stand out a little more. I don't want 
to just be another person, I want to be 
'A person."' 

"I've always been interested in the 
military,'' Poe said. ·'Field artillery is 
kind of a new thing for me. I always 
wanted to be an infantryman but field 
artillery just happened to be what I got 
and I stuck with it. I might move up 
from there.·• 

"The Army was just a de­
cision that I felt good about," 
Poe said. "My step-dad, who 
I just call my dad, was very 
influential to me. He said that 
'if you want to do it, nothing 
will stop you.' So I thank him 
100% for everything he has 

taught me. He is my role model." 
Byrd always made sure to help Poe 

down the path in life that made him 
the happiest and instilled in him a solid 
work ethic. 

While Poe is putting in the work at 
practice this week at Bethany College 
in preparation for Saturday's contest, 
Byrd is enjoying just taking in the mo­
ment as a parent. 

Poe originally was looking to join 
the Marine Corps but decided the Army 

Along the way. his step-father and 
Hundred's head football coach DJ. 

"He's always wanted to be in the 
military," Byrd said. "Ever since he 
was a little kid he would watch things 
about the war. I told him 'it's just like 

"His mom might have been more 
excited than anyone when he got that 
call," Byrd said. 

Pleme see POE. Page 16 

Photo by Cody Tomer 
Best Virginia Alex Ruoff looks for an open man 
during the team's exhibtion game at Wheeling Park. 
Best Virginia fell to Team 23 on Wednesday in the 
Sweet 16 of The Basketball Tournament in Charles­
ton, W.Va. 

'Best Virginia' 
Ousted in TBT 

CHARLESTON 
No. 2 seed Best Virgin­
ia took the entire state 
of West Virginia on a 
thrilling ride this sum­
mer. which went through 
Wheeling during the ex­
hibition and journeyed all 
the way to The Basket­
ball Tournament Sweet 
16 and the West Virginia 
Regional. 

However, that's where 
the road ends as Best 
Virginia was bested in 
Charleston on Wednes­
day night by No. 6 Team 
23, which pocketed a 75-
67 triumph. 

Best Virginia trailed 
just 66-65 entering the 
Elam Ending but shot 
just 5 of 18 from the 
field during the timeless 

period of play and was 
outscored 9-2 during that 
span. 

Kevin Jones paced Best 
Virginia with 14 points, 
while Nathan Adrian tal­
lied 12, John Flowers fol­
lowed with 11 and Jamel 
Morris added I 0. 

Best Virginia drained 
five treys in the opening 
frame for a 2 I - I 7 edge 
but fell behind 44-3 7 at 
halftime as Team 2 3 shot 
6 8 % in the second. 

An 11-0 run catapult­
ed Best Virginia back on 
top 57-53 entering the 
fourth but the sixth seed 
in the West Virginia Re­
gion was too much down 
the stretch and ultimate­
ly ended Best Virginia's 
memorable TBT journey. 

Steelers Veteran 
Linebacker Vince 

Diamondbacks 
Sweep Pirates 

AP Photo 
Pittsburgh Pirates starting pitcher Max Kranick, left, talks with catcher Jacob Stallings during the fourth 
inning of Wednesday's game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, 

Seventh inning homers propel Arizona to 6-4 victory 
By JACK THOMPSON 

Associated Press 
PHOENIX - Pavin Smith 

and Daulton V arsho have hit 
back to back in the lineup for a 
few seasons while coming up 
through Arizona's system. 

But they had never hit con­
secutive home runs - until 
Wednesday. 

And they picked a good time 
to do it: in the seventh inning of 
a tied game. Smith hit his ninth 
of the season and Varsho fol­
lowed with his second, and the 
Diamondbacks held on for their 
fourth straight victory, 6-4 over 

the Pittsburgh Pirates. 
"It finally happened," Smith 

said. "We've been doing this 
for three, four years and always 
talked about it." 

Smith connected on a chan­
geup from Duane Underwood 
Jr. (2-3) leading off the seventh 
to break a 4-4 tie, and Varsho 
followed with a blast to right 
against a fastball. 

"They're not missing the 
pitches they're looking for," Ar­
izona manager Torey Lovullo 
said. 

The Diamondbacks may have 
lost their hottest hitter, however. 

Lovullo said after the game that 
Josh Rojas has a dislocated left 
pinkie. suffered on a failed steal 
attempt in the eighth. 

The finger was set back into 
place and Rojas was having tests 
after the game. Lovullo said. 
"We're hoping for the best-case 
scenario and he's day to day. but 
we' II have to see:· 

Rojas. who mostly plays sec­
ond base but has seen time at 
shortstop and in the outfield. is 
batting .390 in his last 12 games 
for Arizona. 

Please ,ee PIRATES. Page 16 
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Photo by Cody Tomer 
Best Virginia Alex Ruoff looks for an open man 
during the team's exhibtion game at Wheeling Park. 
Best Virginia fell to Team 23 on Wednesday in the 
Sweet 16 of The Basketball Tournament in Charles­
ton, W.Va. 

'Best Virginia' 
Ousted in TBT 

CHARLESTON 
No. 2 seed Best Virgin­
ia took the entire state 
of West Virginia on a 
thrilling ride this sum­
mer, which went through 
Wheeling during the ex­
hibition and journeyed all 
the way to The Basket­
ball Tournament Sweet 
16 and the West Virginia 
Regional. 

However, that's where 
the road ends as Best 
Virginia was bested in 
Charleston on Wednes­
day night by No. 6 Team 
23. which pocketed a 75-
67 triumph. 

Best Virginia trailed 
just 66-65 entering the 
Elam Ending but shot 
just 5 of 18 from the 
field during the timeless 

period of play and was 
outscored 9-2 during that 
span. 

Kevin Jones paced Best 
Virginia with 14 points, 
while Nathan Adrian tal­
lied 12, John Flowers fol­
lowed with I I and Jamel 
Morris added I 0. 

Best Virginia drained 
five treys in the opening 
frame for a 21-1 7 edge 
but fell behind 44-37 at 
halftime as Team 23 shot 
68% in the second. 

An 11-0 run catapult­
ed Best Virginia back on 
top 57-53 entering the 
fourth but the sixth seed 
in the West Virginia Re­
gion was too much down 
the stretch and ultimate­
I y ended Best Virginia's 
memorable TBT journey. 

Steelers Veteran 
Linebacker Vince 
Williams Retires 

PITTSBURGH (AP) - Vince Wil­
liams isn't sticking with the Pittsburgh 
Steelers after all. 

The veteran linebacker announced 
his retirement Wednesday on the eve of 
training camp, just months after taking 
a pay cut to return for a ninth season. 

The 31 -year-old Williams appeared 
in 121 games for the Steelers after 
making the team as a sixth-round pick 
out of Florida State in 2013. 

Diamondbacks 
Sweep Pirates 

AP Photo 
Pittsburgh Pirates starting pitcher Max Kranick, left, talks with catcher Jacob Stallings during the fourth 
inning of Wednesday's game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, 

Seventh inning homers propel Arizona to 6-4 victory 
By JACK THOMPSON 

Associated Press 
PHOENIX - Pavin Smith 

and Daulton Varsho have hit 
back to back in the lineup for a 
few seasons while coming up 
through Arizona's system. 

But they had never hit con­
secutive home runs - until 
Wednesday. 

And they picked a good time 
to do it: in the seventh inning of 
a tied game. Smith hit his ninth 
of the season and Varsho fol­
lowed with his second, and the 
Diamondbacks held on for their 
fourth straight victory, 6-4 over 

the Pittsburgh Pirates. 
"It finally happened," Smith 

said. "We've been doing this 
for three, four years and always 
talked about it." 

Smith connected on a chan­
geup from Duane Underwood 
Jr. (2-3) leading off the seventh 
to break a 4-4 tie, and Varsho 
followed with a blast to right 
against a fastball. 

"They're not missing the 
pitches they' re looking for," Ar­
izona manager Torey Lovullo 
said. 

The Diamondbacks may have 
lost their hottest hitter, however. 

Lovullo said after the game that 
Josh Rojas has a dislocated left 
pinkie. suffered on a failed steal 
attempt in the eighth. 

The finger was set back into 
place and Rojas was having tests 
after the game. Lovullo said. 
"We're hoping for the best-case 
scenario and he's day to day. but 
we '11 have to see:· 

Rojas. who mostly plays sec­
ond base but has seen time at 
shortstop and in the outfield. is 
batting .390 in his last I 2 games 
for Arizona. 

Please see PIRATES. Page 16 

OVAC To Welcome 
Back 2020 All-Stars 

By SETH STASKEY know what this (event) means to you 
For The Intelligencer for the rest of your life." Fitch said. 

BETHANY - All of the pieces "When we had to make the call (to 
were basically in place for the 2020 cancel), it about broke my heart." 
OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star - Shortly after the planning 
Football Game. i, for this weekend's game 

Unfortunately, because ---~:!1111 J A started. the OV AC de-
of the COVID-19 pan- g~ cided to try its best to 
demic, the game was ,.,...,..,.__ .- ..,,,.. recognize those afore-
canceled last April. mentioned 2020 par-
It was the first time --~•--.-- ticipants. 
since 1971 that the ~ ...ui:t~ ~ Though none of 
game hadn't been ~:.. the Class of 2020 

He carved out early in his career as a 
special teams ace and then became one 
of the more physical inside lineback­
ers in the NFL, forming a close bond -...;..;:.-..:_..:.;......;_;;,;;;......;,a ....... .....lll~-......a­

with Ryan Shazier before Shazier's 
career-ending back injury late in the 

played. ~ participants will take 
It left OV AC All n...~- ~~ part in the festivities 

20 I 7 season. 
The Steelers released Williams in a 

salary-cap move in March - a deci­
sion that saved the club $4 million -
then re-signed him to a one-year deal a 
month later. 

Williams collected 20.5 sacks during 
his career. He was expected to compete 
with Rob Spillane for a starting spot 
next to Devin Bush in Pittsburgh's 3-4 
defense. 

''Vince Williams notified us today 

• 

AP Photo 
Pittsburgh Steelers linebacker Vince 
Williams (98) has made the decision to 
retire from the NFL after an excellent 
8-year professional career. I 

that he will retire from the game of 
football," Steelers general manager 
Kevin Colbert said in a statement. "We 
respect his decision and want to thank 
him for his time with us as he consis­
tently showed great character and lead­
ership in addition to his contributions 
on the field. We wish Vince and his 
family the best." 

Star Game Director • this weekend like they 
Dirk Fitch with the unen- ---=--.-, had envisioned prior to the 
viable task of delivering the COVID-19 outbreak in March of 
news to coaches, players, cheer- 2020, they ' ve all been invited back to 
leaders, band members as well as be recognized. 
many of the Queen of Queens can- "(Cancelling the 2020 game) was 
dictates, who had secured their re- a true shame,'' Fitch said. "Having as 
spective school's spot in the pag- many (of the participants) back as we 
eant that what is usually one of the can is something we ·re excited to do, 
best weeks of the summer for the and we want the crowd to recognize 
participants, that it wasn ' t going to them." 
happen. 

"I played in the (1979) game, so I Please see OVAC. Pa,:e 16 

• 
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Photo Asbury, Zervos Named Mr. and Ms. Monarch 
Provided 

Colton Asbury and Zara Zervos have been chosen as Mr. and Ms. Monarch 
for the 2020-21 academic year. Asbury participated in cross country, track and 
swimming, while earning 11 letters in his time at JM. He is undecided about 
his career path. Zervos ran cross country and track and was on the soccer 
and swim teams. She collected 16 letters as a Monarch. She graduated in the 

• top 1 % of the JMHS Class of 2021 and is the recipient of the National Merit 
Scholarship, along with being the U.S. Presidential Scholarship winner for her 
accomplishments in academics and the career and technical education field. 
Zervos will attend West Virginia University to major in Aerospace Engineering 
and will be a member in the cross country and track teams. This annual award 
is based on a point system. Student athletes get credit for participating on a 
team, while in high school. They also got bonus points for earning a letter in 
a sport, being named to an all-state team, all-conference team, as well as for 
their academic achievements. Pictured from left are Ms. Monarch Zara Zervos 
and Mr. Monarch Colton Asbury. 

...... -
AP Photo 

U.S. guard Sue Bird brings the ball up during the first halt of the team's pre-Olym­
pic exhibition basketball game against Nigeria in Las Vegas on Sunday, July 
18. 

Bird, Alvarez Chosen To Carry 
U.S. Flag at Opening Ceremony 
By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer 

Four-time Olympic 
women's basketball gold 
medalist Sue Bird and 
baseball player Eddy 
Alvarez were chosen as 
U.S. flag bearers for the 
opening ceremony of 
the Olympics on Friday 
night. 

Alvarez. who won a sil­
ver medal in speedskat­
ing at the 2014 Sochi 
Olympics, and Bird were 
chosen by a vote of fel ­
low U.S. athletes. They 

are the first duo to share 
the honor of leading the 
delegation into the cere­
mony. 

Bird is the second 
U.S. women's basketball 
player to carry the flag, 
joining current coach 
Dawn Staley. who did 
it at the 2004 games. 
Those were the first that 
Bird participated in. 

"It's an incredible hon­
or to be selected the flag 
bearer for Team USA.·· 
Bird said. ··1 know what 
that means. because I got 

BEST of the OHIO VALLEY 

Readers' Choice 

~ 

to witness Dawn Staley 
go through it when she 
was selected in 2004. It's 
an honor that is bigger 
than the moment in that 
you've been selected by 
your fellow Team USA 
athletes to represent the 
entire delegation, and it 
will last forever." 

Alvarez becomes the 
first baseball player to 
carry the flag for the U.S. 
The sport returned to the 
Games at the request of 
Japan after being absent 
from the previous two 

Olympics. 
He made his major 

league debut last year 
with the Miami Mar­
lins, but has been in 
the minors this year. If 
the U.S. baseball team 
were to medal, he'd be 
the only the third Amer­
ican to medal in both 
the Winter and Summer 
Games. joining Eddie 
Egan and Lauryn Wil­
liams. 

(Continued from Page 15) I POE 

"This is a whole different experience 
for me because I don't have to prepare 
anything. I'm just soaking it all in and I 
just get to be dad this week." 

do the things he did to help us as a pro­
gram. rm super proud of him and super 
proud he gets to play in this game. He 
deserves it.'' 

On the field, Poe did it all for Byrd's 
football team over his high school ca­
reer. He turned in 415 tackles, 12 sacks 
and eight forced fumbles. He also re­
corded 10 touchdowns and 210 receiv­
ing yards but he enjoyed tackling more 
than the scoring. 

As a senior. Poe was named an all~ 
state honorable mention. All-OV AC. 
and All•Mason Dixon on his way to 
suiting up for the West Virginia All­
Star Team. 

"He's not a running back by trait," 
Byrd said. "We moved him there but 
he honestly never wanted the ball. He 
wanted to play defense and hit people 
and play offensive line. He doesn't care 
about scoring touchdowns. For him to 

'Tm excited to play;' Poe said. ··It's 
very special and all of these guys are 
here for a reason. We haven't done any­
thing since our last high school game 
but I expect to be able to play along­
side them at the same level. I love being 
here and talking to the~e guys - it's a 
great time." 

OVAC 
(Continued from Page 15) 

As of Wednesday, 20 
of the 64 players cho­
sen for last year's game 
have committed to return. 
Three cheerleaders are 
scheduled to return and 
several Queen of Queens 
will be recognized this 
evening at the Capitol 
Theater during the annual 
pageant. 

"We will take the (re­
turnees) up until that day 
if they're able to get a 
hold of us," Fitch said. 
"Many of the students 
had given us school 
emails (last year when 
they were chosen) and 
those have been obvious-
1 y wiped out. 

"Plus, a lot of the kids 
have gone back to school. 
If one shows up, we're 
happy and everything 
else is a bonus." 

Football players com­
mitted to return from 
Ohio include: Austin 
Angus (St. Clairsville), 
Caden Fryman (Fort 
Frye), Colton Grimm 
(St. Clairsville), Easton 
Hitchens (Shenandoah), 

Donte Lewis (Martins 
Ferry), Cole Margos 
(Steubenville Central). 
Alex Meade (Barnes~ 
ville). Chase Nolan (Bel­
laire), Heath Rosen (Riv­
er) and Derek Witsberger 
(St. Clairsville). 

The West Virginia rep­
resentatives expected to 
return are Max Camilletti 
(Brooke), Jalen Creigh­
ton (Wheeling Central), 
Drew Curtis (Weir), Eli­
jah Gillette (Weir), Mi­
chael Horan (Wheeling 
Central), Adam Murray 
(Wheeling Central), Gar­
rett Scott (Cameron), 
Brennan Sechrist (Ma­
donna), Sebastian Spen­
cer (Weir) and Trevin 
Tush (Linsly). 

The cheerleaders re­
turning are Sydney Car­
penter (Barnesville), 
Kelsey Crawford (Ma­
donna) and Sadie Neunan 
(John Marshall). 

While the players and 
cheerleaders will be rec­
ognized during the first 
quarter of the game. the 
OV AC elected to put its 
annual rotation between 

bigger and small schools 
coaching the game aside 
to invite BJ. Depew and 
Eric Huck back to coach 
West Virginia and Ohio. 
respectively. 

Both coaches ex-
pressed their desire to 
do something for those 
2020 kids. After all, 
those coaches had se­
lected the players for the 
game already. 

"I hope they all come," 
Huck said. "There was 
nothing really anyone 
could have done to have 
avoided (last year's can­
cellation}, but to try to 
bring them back and hon­
or them is important. I am 
glad that the OV AC saw 
that as well." 

Depew was excited 
about how important it 
was to the OVAC and 
game officials to be able 
to pay homage to the 
2020 all stars. 

"Everyone realizes 
how special this (all star 
game) is and it's just 
a classy and necessary 
move on the part of the 
OV AC.'' Depew said. 

PIRATES -----------------
(Continued from Page 15) 
He was 2 for 4 with a in the first against New 

run scored, a double, a York on Sunday, the Pi­
walk and a stolen base. rates ended up losing 7-6 

Nick Ahmed had three and now have lost four 
of Arizona's 12 hits straight, the last three 
against six Pirates pitch- to the team with base-
ers. ball's worst record. The 

The Diamondbacks Pirates now head to San 
won their 30th game of Francisco to play the NL 
the season - against an West-leading Giants. 
MLB-worst 68 losses "We're getting hits. but 
- and their fourth in a we're not capitalizing on 

row to match their sea- the run-sconng opportu­
son-best winning streak. nities. It's frustrating," 
They won four straight Pirates manager Derek 
from April 18-22, in- Shelton said. 
eluding three games at "We played well that 
Cincinnati which was whole Mets series. We're 
their only previous sweep going have to regroup on 
of the season. Thursday (an off day) be­

Brett de Geus (2-0) cause we're getting ready 
walked John Nogowski to play one of the best 
to force in the tying run in teams in baseball." 
the seventh after the Pi- Varsho, playing center 
rates loaded the bases on field after catching Tues­
three singles against Joe day night, also doubled to 
Mantiply. But de Geus start a two-run fourth. 
retired Jacob Stallings on All-Star Bryan Reyn­
a double play to end the olds had three hits for the 
inning. Pirates. 

"We got out of a bas- Joakim Soria retired 
es-loaded jam," Lovullo the side in order in the 
said. "It was real nice to ninth for his sixth save 
see that type of success." for the Diamondbacks. 

For the Pirates, a prom- Madison Bumgarner 
ising run that began with went five innings for Ar­
three consecutive wins izona in his second start 
against the NL East-lead- since coming off the in­
ing Mets - capped by a jured list (left shoulder 
big comeback on Stall- inflammation). He struck 
ings' walk-off grand out one, walked none and 
slam last Saturday - has threw 79 pitches before 
turned sour. coming out for a pinch 

After scoring six runs hitter. He allowed three 
runs, but just one earned. 

giving up seven hits and 
four runs. 

METS 7, REDS 0 
Marcus Stroman 

pitched one-hit ball for 
eight innings, Dominic 
Smith launched a grand 
slam and the New York 
Mets cruised to a win 
over the Cincinnati Reds. 
PADRES 3, BRAVES 2 

lSTGAME 
ATLANTA (AP) -

Fernando Tatis Jr. hit a 
two-run homer, starter 
Chris Paddack reversed 
his recent struggles and 
San Diego bat Atlanta in 
the first game of a dou­
bleheader. 
RAYS S, ORIOLES 4 
ST. PETERSBURG. 

Fla. (AP) Austin 
Meadows hit a two-out. 
rwo-run single in the 
ninth inning and Tampa 
Bay rallied past Balti­
more. 
ROY AI.S 6, BREWERS 3 

MILWAUKEE (AP) 
- Nicky Lopez hit a 
bases-loaded. tiebreak­
ing double, Brad Keller 
earned his first win in 
over six weeks and Kan­
sas City completed a sea­
son sweep of Milwaukee. 

ROCKIES6 
MARINERS3 

~, -----,,...~~-.'.""'::=-,..,.,,,,...'"':":1~~s:~~~S:! "It was nice to see 
_ _ ;.__ _ _____ ....., ........ -.-.w..~, Bum have another good 

DENVER (AP) 
Austin Gomber pitched 
effectively for six innings 
after spending a month 
on the injured list. Dom 
Nunez hit a bases-loaded 
double in a five-run first 
and Colorado beat Seattle. 

outing," Lovullo said. 
"He could have 110ne one 

Gomber (7-5} allowed 
three runs on three hit<; 

-
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Rough riders 
plan to return 
for '22 season 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

WHEELING -- Once a Roughrider, al­
ways a Roughrider. 

That was the theme inside WesBanco 
Arena Saturday night, and seems to be one 
that will carry on into next season. 

Gregg Fomario, owner of the West Vir­
ginia Roughriders, said Saturday night as 
the franchise raised its 2019 AAL Cham­
pionship Banner into the rafters inside Wes­
Banco Arena, that he has plans to return to 
The Friendly City. 

''The franchise was for sale," he ex­
plained. "When the pandemic hit in 2020 
and all the confusion that was going on, it 
wasn't a good time for someone to grab it 
from me. At this point, we plan on coming 
back for the 2022 season." 

He said a formal announcement probably 
won't come for several months. 

T-LPhotolSETHSTASKEY 

OVAC RUDY Mumley All-Star Football Game Director Dirk Fitch (center) is joined by head coaches Eric Huck of Ohio 

(left) and B.J. Depew of West Virginia during media day activities at Bethany College Monday afternoon. 

"We've got some time. I would have to 
say early-to-mid-December," he allowed. 
"We'll have to let the league know what is 
going on, so if there are no setbacks due to 
this COVID, and I don't think there will be, 
now will be the time to figure that out." 

Chemistry growing on and off 
the field at OVAC All-Star Camp 

The franchise is committed to the NAL 
for the 2022 season, he said. 

When asked about a head coach after 
Mook Zimmerman resigned following the 
2019 season, Fomario pulled no punches. 

"I will never play arena football without 
Coach Mook. Period," he stressed. 

As for players, "we never talk to players 
until around Halloween or early Novem­

See, ROUGHRIDERS, Page B2 By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - As it pertains to 
OV AC All-Star camp, which is now 
in its second full day at Bethany Col­
lege, a lot of work can get done in a 
short amount of time. 

Both coaches - Ohio's Eric Huck 
and West Virginia's BJ. Depew -
hope that trend continues as they 

continue to prepare their teams for 
the 75th edition of the OVAC Rudy 
Mumley game at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 

One of the issues - on top of mak­
ing sure their teams are wen schooled 
on the offensive and defensive 
schemes - is making sure they keep 
their players focused on the prepara­
tion with the mindset that the game 
isn't played on Tuesday. 

"We have a lot of kids who are 
ready to play in this game," Depew 
said. "We're really happy so far and 
when you get all of these kids togeth­
er (on the field), it's impressive." 

West Virginia had the bulk of its 
offense instaJled in two practices and 
so far Depew likes what he's seen. 

"These kids have _picked things up 
Quicklv." Depew said. "We wanted 

See, OVAC, Page B2 

Ohio names defensive side personnel 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Edrtor 

Defenses are normally ahead of of­
fenses in all-star games. 

Eric Huck, who is coaching Ohio in 
Saturday night's 75th OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Game, believes he 
has defensive pieces to be extremely 
solid on all three levels. 

As for the linebackers, Huck said, 
·'[ think we have some athletic inside 
and outside linebackers. We have 

some really good players, who will 
be flying all over the field:' 

In the secondary, speed and athleti­
cism were the common ingredients in 
which Huck was looking for when he 
made his selections. 

Joel Chevalier will hantile the punt­
ing and kicking duties. 

"Joel is an outstanding athlete who 
actually played on both sides of the 
ball as well as handled the special 
teams," Huck said. "We really like 
the versatility he brings." "We have a lot of different defen­

sive backs to take a look at," Huck 
said. "We have to make sure we get 
the guys in the right spot because we 
can't teach everything in a week." 

Along with the defensive stand­
outs, Huck has announced Warren's 

Here's a capsule look at the Ohio 
players: 

JA YMISON BAKER, Fort Frye 
- This fonner Cadet was a stand­

out at receiver and defensive back for 
See, OHIO, Page B2 

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH 

FORMER BRIDGEPORT product Cole 
Smelley watches intently as the West Vir­
ginia Roughriders' 2019 AAL Championship 
Banner is raised to the rafters inside Wes­
Banco Arena in downtown Wheeling On 
Saturday night. 

Milwaukee tries to focus as 
championship is just a win away 

MILWAUKEE (AP) - High 
atop the outside of Fiserv Forum -
way above even a leaping Giannis 
Antetokounmpo's reach - blares 
the Bucks' postseason motto. 

"HISTORY IN THE MAKING" 
it reads, a sign and a situation that's 
now impossible to ignore. 

And yet, that's exactly what the 
Bucks are trying to do. 

They can indeed make history 
Tuesday night as Milwaukee's first 
NBA champion since 1971. But 
the Bucks have to resist thinking 
about what happens if they beat the 
Phoenix Suns in Game 6. 

"Tt'.: h~rrl hPr~n<:P vo11 work ,o 

disciplined." 
The Bucks have won the last 

three games to set up a potential 
party 50 years in the making. 

Around 17,000 fans are expect­
ed inside the arena and the Bucks 
announced Monday that the Deer 
District has been expanded to al­
low up to 65,000 fans to stand 
shoulder-to-shoulder outside. Bar­
ricades line the sidewalks around 
the arena and restaurants within 
walking distance were contemplat­
ing how to get employees into and 
back home from work through the 
anticipated crowds. 

lt', a scene that couldn't have 

ruary, nearly two months after the 
season began. Even when postsea­
son play started in May, capacity 
was capped at 9,100, a little above 
50%. 

Whatever the number is Tues­
day, it will sound a whole lot loud­
er if the Bucks are lifting the Larry 
O'Brien Trophy. 

"But we got to focus, we got to 
do our job," Antetokounmpo said. 
"Then they can do their job cele­
brating at the end. But we got to do 
our job first." 

The Suns are excited, too. 
That's how Chris Paul said they 

feel, despite blowing a 2-0 lead 



Southeastern Con­
ference Commissioner 
Greg Sankey echoed the 
NCAA president's call 
for potential changes in 
how college athletics 
are governed Monday. 
though he did not endose 
a breakaway by the five 
most powerful leagues. 

SEC Media Days, fess 
than a week after NCAA 
President Mark Emmert 
said it's time to consider 
decentralizing and dereg­
ulating college sports in a 
shifting of the traditional 
power structure. 

Emmert's stance. San­
key said. "does speak to 
we·re going to have to 

ly" but not necessarily 
fonnally separating Pow­
er Five conferences from 
the pack. 

"Yet I think people are 
going to be asking that 
question of me." San­
key said. "I think within 
our programs people will 
ask that question of me. 
I think nationally people Sankey spoke about the 

• Roughriders -----------
continued from Page B1 

ber:· he revealed. 
RIVALRY RENEWED 
Cole Smelley and Connor Arlia grew 

up playing against each other as mem­
bers of the Bridgeport and Weirton Ma­
donna football programs. respectively. 
However. the talented twosome finally 
had the opportunity to play together 
during that magical 20 19 champion­
ship run. 

Saturday night was a different story. 
though. 

Arlia was one of the main targets for 
Team Mook quarterback Arvell Nel­
son. who originally signed to play col­
legiately at the University of Iowa after 
a stellar prep career at Cleveland Glen­
ville. Arlia caught two touchdowns in 
hi!-> team's 40-27 win over Team Har 
dy. which was coached by former NFL 
All-Pro Greg Hardy who played for the 
Dallas Cowboys. 

He relished the banner-raising cere­
mony. 

··1t was a great feeling. It was excit­
ing, not only for the guys that played on 
that team but the guys that have come 
here from the Richmond team and the 
fans of the Ohio Valley:· Arlia said 
of the banner raising. "From now on 
when I come in here to watch a Wheel­
ing Nailers game or watch the OY AC 
Wrestling Tournament. I can look up 

and see that banner. 
"Hopefully. one day I can tell my 

kids that I played on that team." 
As far as playing against his friend? 
"Cole and I have a nice, friendly ri­

valry going;· Arlia said with a smile. 
"I think we ·ve been competing against 
each other since we were in 8th grade. 
Ifs gone back and forth." 

Smelley echoed Arlia's thoughts. 
"That brought back a lot of good 

memories:' he said of the banner being 
hoisted. "My son was here to see that. 
He wasn't born yet in 2019 when we 
had our run, so this was the first time he 
got to see me play in a game, too." 

Smelley did get one shot in on Arlia 
as he went out for a pass. 

''I had to. We've been going at it 
since junior high." he said. "He's a 
fierce competitor. He works hard. He 
earned the win tonight, but it was fun." 

Both plan on being a part of the team 
in 2022. 

ANOTHER VALLEY PRODUCT 
Steubenville High grad Jerry! Chris­

tian played for both franchises. He 
saw action in eight games during the 
Roughriders title run. 

TI1e former Big Red product has also 
played for the Amarillo Venom where 
he was a teammate of Nate Davis, a for­
mer Bellaire standout quarterback. 
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me. But it doesn't predict 
that kind of outcome at 
this point." 

compensation. 
And as of this month, 

athletes no longer have 
to worry about many 
NCAA, school and con­
ference rules that had pro­
hibited them from earning 
money off their fame for 
things such as online en­
dorsements, sponsorship 
deals and personal ap­
pearances. Athletes have 
begun signing deals big 
and small to profit off so­
called name, image and 
likeness deals from coast 

protected by state laws 
barring the NCAA from 
interfering. 

The powerhouse SEC 
and the rest of the college 
football are preparing for 
a fall season amid one 
of the most tulmultuous 
periods in college sports. 
Aside from the heavy 
impacts of the pandemic, 
the landscape has clearly 
changed with a Supreme 
Court ruling against the 
NCAA last month in an 
antitrust case related to 

Before his session here, 
Florida coach Dan Mul­
len met with his team 
Monday on NIL, saying it 
was great for players but 
an issue that needs educa­
tion for them and coaches 
alike. 

"It's a learning curve, 
obviously," Mullen said. 
"You're looking at the 
state law that we have in 
Florida." 

•Ohio---------------
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Huck's team. 
The 6-3, 190 pounder picked off sev­

en passes and posted 35 tackles. He also 
broke up seven passes. He led the Fort 
in receiving and interceptions. 

Baker was named First Team 
All-Eastern District, Honorable Men­
tion All-Ohio and All-OV AC. 

Jaymison, who is the son of Rachel 
and Josh Meek and Coty Baker, plans 
to attend Washington State Community 
College. 

WILL BALGO, St. Clairsville -
This former Red Devils shined at nu­
merous spots for Coach Brett McLean's 
team. 

The 6-4, 250 pounder led the Red 
Devils in tackles with 90 and also 
picked off three passes. 

Balgo was named First Team All-East­
ern District, All-OVAC, All-Valley and 
All Times Leader. He was an honorable 
mention All-Ohio pick. 

Along with football, Balgo was a 
multiple-year letterman in baseball and 
basketball. 

Will, who plans to attend and play 
football at Ashland University, is the 
son of Dan and Diane Balgo. 

JEREMY BROWN, Indian Creek -
This former Redskin was all over the 
field for Coach Andrew Connor's team. 

The 5-8, 170 pounder logged 67 .5 
tackles, nine for loss, 7.5 sacks and had 
10 quarterback hurries. He broke up 
two passes and forced two fumbles. He 
also had 486 all-purpose yards. 

Brown was First Team All-Eastern 
District and All-OV AC. 

Jeremy, who is the son of Nikk. Pa­
pda, plans to attend Eastern Gateway 
Community College. 

EV AN CARPENTER, Martins Ferry 
- This fonner Purple Rider was one 

of the centerpieces of the offense and 
defense for Coach Chas Yoder's team. 

The 6-2, 220 pounder recorded 61 
solo and 34 assisted tackles as a senior. 
He also had four sacks, 1 0 tackles for 
loss, three forced fumbles and recov­
ered a fumble. He blocked two kicks 
and picked off a pass. Offensively, he 
rushed for 769 yards and 14 touch­
down. 

Carpenter was named First Team 
All-Ohio as a linebacker twice and was 
the Eastern District Defensive Player 
of the Year a like number of times. He 
was All-OVAC, All-Times Leader and 
was selected to play in the Ohio North­
South Game. 

Evan, who plans to attend Findlay 
University to play football, is the son 
of Sherri and Dan Carpenter. 

JOEL CHEVALIER, Warren -
This former Warrior was an effec­
tive kicker and punter for Coach Matt 
Kimes' team. 

The 6-2, 175 pounder averaged 39.3 
yards per punt with a long of 6 7 yards. 
He dropped eight inside the 20 yard 
line and three inside the 10. He had a 
long of 43 yards on a field goal. 

Chevalier was named All-Ohio Sec-

ond Team and Mid-Ohio Valley Punter 
of the Year. 

Joel, who plans to attend Marietta 
College, is the son of Allan and Kim 
Chevalier. 

DYLAN HART, Fort Frye - This 
fonner Cadet was a defensive standout 
for Huck and company. 

The 6-foot, 215 pounder posted 98 
tackles and four sacks in 11 games last 
season, which followed up his 111 
tackles and three sack 2019 campaign. 
He had 11 7 stops as a sophomore. 

Hart was First Team All-Eastern Dis­
trict twice and also to the All-Ohio First 
Team. He was named All-OV AC. 

Along with football, Hart was a 
standout for the Cadets basketball team. 

Dylan, who plans to attend Glenville 
State, is the son of Scott and Linda Hart. 

JORDAN JOSEPH, Shadyside -
This former Tiger was a deep-play 
threat on offense and a shut-down de­
fensive back for Coach Mark Holenka's 
team. 

The 5-10, 175 pounder recorded 28 
tackles, including 23 solo from his cor­
ner spot. He also picked off three pass­
es, forced and recovered a fumble. 

Joseph earned All-Eastern District 
First Team, All-MOVL. All-OV AC 
Honorable Mention and twice named 
Honorable Mention All-Ohio. 

Along with football, Joseph was a 
key member for the Tiger basketball, 
baseball and track teams. 

Jordan, who is the son of Joel Joseph 
and Christina Fuller, plans to attend 
Hocking College and play football. 

ROCCO ROMEO, Conotton Valley 
- This fonner Rocket was a defensive 

standout for Coach Don Hertler' s team. 
The 5-8, 165 pounder recorded over 

125 tackles and 10 for loss during his 
career. He recovered four fumbles and 
picked off a pass. 

Romeo was First Team AII-OV AC, 
Second Team All-Eastern District and 
was a team captain. 

Rocco, who is the son of Douglas and 
Glenda Romeo, plans to attend Wilm­
ington College. 

JACOB VISNIC, Shadyside - This 
fonner Tiger was a two-way mainstay 
for Holenka's team. 

The 6-foot, 225 pounder rushed for 
1,246 yards and had 628 yards receiv­
ing in his career. Defensively, he posted 
156 career solo tackles with 14 7 assists, 
including 29 for loss and 7 .5 sacks. 

Visnic was named Second Team All­
Ohio after being named First-Team 
All-Eastern District, All-OV AC, All­
Times Leader and All Valley. 

Also a standout in the classroom, 
Visnic is a member of the National 
Honor Society, Academic All-OVAC 
and Chemistry Club. He's also part of 
the Staying Clean Club and was part of 
the football and track teams. 

Jacob, who is the son of Melissa 
Visnic, plans to attend Marietta College 
and play football. 

• Bucks---------------
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went to the beginning of the season 
and said we had a chance to be where 
we are right now, would you take it? 
Absolutely," Paul said. 

"And we get a chance to determine 
the outcome. It's not like the game is 
going to be simulated or somebody 
else's got to play. We get a chance. 
We control our own destiny. So I think 
that's the exciting part about it." 

If the Suns do win Tuesday, they 
would bring the series back to Phoenix 
for Game 7 on Thursday. 

To do so, they will have to call upon 
the fight they showed in Game 5, when 
they gave themselves a chance to win 
in the closing seconds after the Bucks 

Game 6. 
"We all know what's at stake and 

what's on the line," Booker said. "Ev• 
erybody is going to have to give a little 
bit more because what we have done 
hasn't been enough." 

Just two years ago, the Bucks had 
the league's best record and were two 
wins away from their first NBA Finals 
since 1974 before losing a 2-0 lead in 
the Eastern Conference finals against 
Toronto. 

That disappointment helped build a 
Bucks team that doesn' t waver when 
it's down. Milwaukee was behind 2-0 
to Brooklyn in the second round and is 
now a victorv awav from overcomim1: 
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OVAC All-Star Game was a long-time goal for many 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - For some, it's a 
dream! For many Ohio Valley prep 
football players it's a goal. 

For the 73 players in camp this week 
at Bethany College, it's a reality. 

The annual summer sporting specta­
cle - the OV AC Rudy Mumley All­
Star Football Game - has been in the 
backs of the minds of the majority of the 
Ohio all stars since they first attended 
the game at some point in their youths. 

Now, after four years of high school 

TYLER AYDEN 
TONKOVICH HANNAHS 

football, they'll get one final chance to 
shine before closing the book on their 
prep careers when the 7 5th edition of 
the all-star game unfolds Saturday night 

at Wheeling Island Stadium. 
"When you think of the great football 

players and coaches who have taken 
part in this game, it makes it even more 
special," St. Clairsville product Tyler 
Tonkovich said. 

Unlike many all-star games that are 
contested across sports at all levels, the 
players in the OV AC Game want to win 
m the worst way. Usually, it's about the 
Ohio and West Virginia rivalry and the 
bragging rights that come with it when 
the players go off to college, come back 
in IO years for their reunion and even 
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MAYNARD'S HUNTER Westlake, second from right, is mobbed by teammates, from left, Corey Kotopka (11), Michael 
"Zuke" Jacob and Mason Ramsay, while Tyler Ramsay (7) and Eric Banal get ready join in the celebration after Westlake 
singled in the winning run in the bottom of the 10th.inning Tuesday night in Gam,e 1 of.the Ohio Valley Baseball League 
championship series. Game 2 is tonight in Crescent. ' 

Maynard rallies twice to top Barton 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Wrrter 

MAYNARD -- Yogi Berra's of­
ten-used "It ain't over until it's over" 
was never more evident Tuesday night. 

Second-seeded Maynard rallied 
twice with two outs and then used 
Hunter Westlake's RBI single in the 
bottom of the 10th inning to walk-off a 
winner against visiting Barton, 7-6, in 
a whacky Game I of the Ohio Valley 
Baseball League best-of-5 champion­
ship series on Firemen's Field inside 
the Community Park. 

Bucks win 
first title 
since '71 
• Giannis scores 50 and 
is named Finals MVP 

MIL WAUKEE (AP) - Giannis An-

"We never quit. Maynard is not go­
ing anywhere. We plan on being here 
for a long time," Maynard player/man­
ager David Vicker said. "These guys 
never quit. Not once. They believe in 
each other." 

The Indians ( I 5-6) scored twice 
with two outs in the bottom of the sev­
enth to extend the contest and, after the 
fourth-seeded and defending champi­
on Braves {11-8) took a 6-2 lead in 
the top of the ninth, the hosts staged 
another dramatic comeback to draw 
even once again. 

Jayden Starks led off the bottom of 

the 10th with an infield single to the 
right side and Matt Busby lined the 
first pitch he saw from Colton Coss, 
Barton's fourth pitcher, to left-center 
for a single as Starks stopped at sec­
ond, setting the stage for Westlake' s 
game-winner. 

The former Bellaire High and West 
Liberty University diamond standout 
drilled a 2-0 pitch to right-center as 
Starks raced home to set off a wild cel­
ebration that carried all the way down 
the rightfield line. 

"We all got hot there together. We 
See, MAYNARD, Page B2 

see each other in the grocery store. 
Tonkovich. who was a multiple-sport 

standout for the Red Devils and also 
played in the OVAC All-Star Baseball 
Game last month. looks at it even deep­
er than just the river that separates the 
two states. 

'To reflect and play for those guys 
who played before us, your school and 
your own name makes it even more of 
an honor," Tonkovich said. ''Since 1 was 
little. I was looking forward to a chance 
to play in this game. To pJay in this 

See, OVAC, Page 82 

Depew likes 
his DBs for 
OVACGame 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - West Virginia head 
coach B.J. Depew knows Ohio will 
want to run the football first and fore­
most, but he also knows the Buckeye 
State will have the capability of going 
to the air, too. 

With the OVAC Rudy Mumley All­
Star Football Game just a few days 
away, Depew believes his defensive 
back candidates will be up to the task. 

"I think our secondary could be one 
of our true strengths,'' Depew said. 
"Like we have at receiver. we have 
some great speed (in the secondary) and 
there are some guys back there who can 
be real playmakers." 

On top of the defensive backs, De• 
pew chose his own placekicker - Joao 
Lima - to come and handle the kick~ 
ing and punting duties. 

"Joao never stops working at (his 
kicking)," Depew said. ''Knowing him 
and him knowing our schemes so well 
also affords us the opportunity to do a 
little bit more in the special teams than 
we might have otherwise been able to.'' 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
ANTHONY DIMATTEIS, Weir -

This former Red Rider shined at multi­
ple spots for Coach Frank Sisinni. 

The 6-foot. J 85 pounder shined at 
quarterback where he accounted for 
1,034 yards of offense and 14 passing 
touchdowns. He ran for five more. 

Away from football , DiMatteis is a 
standout in the classroom. He's a mem­
ber of the National Honor Society, was 
ranked sixth in his graduating class and 
served as Class Vice President. 

Anthony, who plans to attend West 
Virginia University, is the son of Phil 
and Camille DiMatteis. 

See, DEPEW, Page 82 

Linsly products 
relish one last 
football game 
By CODY TOMER 
For The Times Leader 

BETHANY - COVID made foot­
ball 's regular season stressful for both 
players and coaches. 

Would there be practice? Would 
there be games? It was all up in the air. 

Now the coaching staff from Lins­
ly and five talented Cadet players are 
getting one more shot to simply enjoy 
the week and one more game together, 
without fear of the unknown. 

Linsly head coach B.J. Depew and 
his staff are coaching the West Virginia 
All-Stars this week and Saturday night 
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MAYNARD'S HUNTER Westlake, second from right, is mobbed by teammates, from left, Corey Kotopka (11 ), Michael 

"Zuke" Jacob and Mason Ramsay, while Tyler Ramsay (7) and Eric Banal get ready join in the celebration after Westlake 

singled in the winning run in the bottom of the 10th.inning Tuesday night in Game 1 of the Ohio Valley Baseball League 

I championship series. Game 2 is tonight in Crescent. 

Maynard rallies twice to top Barton 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

MAYNARD -- Yogi Berra's of­
ten-used "It ain't over until it's over" 
was never more evident Tuesday night. 

Second-seeded Maynard rallied 
twice with two outs and then used 
Hunter Westlake's RBI single in the 
bottom of the 10th inning to walk-off a 
winner against visiting Barton, 7-6, in 
a whacky Game I of the Ohio Valley 
Baseball League best-of-5 champion-

I ship series on Firemen's Field inside 
the Community Park. 

Bucks win 
first title 
since '71 
• Giannis scores 50 and 
is named Finals MVP 

MILWAUKEE (AP) - Giannis An­
tetokounmpo ended one of the greatest 
NBA Finals ever with 50 points - and 
a championship Milwaukee waited 50 
years to win again. 

"We never quit. Maynard is not go­
ing anywhere. We plan on being here 
for a long time," Maynard flayer/man­
ager David Vicker said. 'These guys 
never quit. Not once. They believe in 
each other." 

The Indians (15-6) scored twice 
with two outs in the bottom of the sev­
enth to extend the contest and, after the 
fourth-seeded and defending champi­
on Braves (11-8) took a 6-2 lead in 
the top of the ninth, the hosts staged 
another dramatic comeback to draw 
even once again. 

Jayden Starks led off the bottom of 

the 10th with an infield single to the 
right side and Matt Busby lined the 
first pitch he saw from Colton Coss, 
Barton's fourth pitcher, to left-center 
for a sinile as Starks stopped at sec­
ond, settmg the stage for Westlake' s 
game-winner. 

The fonner Bellaire High and West 
Liberty University diamond standout 
drilled a 2-0 pitch to right-center as 
Starks raced home to set off a wild cel­
ebration that carried all the way down 
the rightfield line. 

"We all got hot lhere together. We 
See, MAYNARD, Page B2 

Antetokounmpo had 50 points, 14 
rebounds and five blocked shots as the 
Bucks beat the Phoenix Suns I 05-98 1 

on Tuesday night to win the series 4-2. 
It was the third game this series with 

at least 40 points and l O rebounds for 
Antetokounmpo, a dominant, debut fi­
nals perfonnance that takes its place 
among some of the game's greatest. 

He shot 16 for 25 from the field and 
made an unbelievable 17-of- l 9 free 
throws - a spectacular performance 
for any shooter. let alone one who was 
hitting just 55.6% in the postseason and 
was ridiculed for it at times. 

He hopped around the court waving 
his anns with 20 seconds remaining to 
encourage fans to cheer, but it was way 
too late for that. 

Their voices had been booming inside 
and outside for hours by then, having 
waited 50 years to celebrate a winner 
after Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Oscar 
Robertson led the Bucks to the champi­
onship in 197 1. 

In a season played played largely 

AP PHOTO 

MILWAUKEE BUCKS forward Giannis Antetokounmpo (34) reacts during the 
second half of Game 6 of basketball's NBA Finals against the Phoenix Suns in 

Milwaukee, Tuesday. 

without fans, the Bucks had 65,000 
of them packed into the Deer District 
outside, a wild J;>artY that figured to last 
deep into the Midwestern niiht. 

Confetti rained down inside as fans 
chanted "Bucks in 6! Bucks in 6!" -
what began as a hopeful boast by for­
mer player turning out to be a prophetic 
rallying cry. 

The Bucks became the fifth team to 
win the NBA Finals after trailing 2-0 
and the first to do it by winning the next 
four games since Miami against Dallas 
in 2006. 

Chris Paul scored 26 points to end his 

first NBA Finals appearance in his 16th 
season. Devin Booker added 19 points 
but shot just 8 for 22 and missed all 
seven 3-pointers after scoring 40 points 
in each of the last two games. 

The teams that came into the NBA 
together as expansion clubs in 1968 de­
livered a fine finals, with the last three 
games all in the balance deep into the 
fourth quarter. 

The Bucks won them largely because 
of Antetokounmpo, a two-time MVP in 
the regular season who raised his game 
even higher in the finals and was voted 
the NBA Finals MVP. 

OVACGame 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - West Virginia head 
coach BJ. Depew knows Ohio will 
want to run the football first and fore­
most, but he also knows the Buckeye 
State will have the capability of going 
to the air, too. 

With the OV AC Rudy Mumley All 
Star Football Game just a few days 
away, Depew believes his defensive 
back candidates will be up to the task. 

"I think our secondary could be one 
of our true strengths,., Depew said. 
"Like we have at receiver. we have 
some great speed (in the secondary) and 
there are some guys back there who can 
be real playmakers." 

On top of the defensive backs. De­
pew chose his own placekicker - Joao 
Lima - to come and handle the kick­
ing and punting duties. 

"Joao never stops working at (his 
kicking)," Depew said. "Knowing him 
and him knowmg our schemes so well 
also affords us the opportunity to do a 
little bit more in the special teams than 
we might have otherwise been able to.·• 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
ANTHONY DIMATTEIS, Weir -

This former Red Rider shined at multi­
ple spots for Coach Frank Sisinni. 

The 6-foot. l 85 pounder shined at 

quarterback where he accounted for 
1,034 yards of offense and 14 passing 
touchdowns. He ran for five more. 

Away from football, DiMatteis is a 
standout in the classroom. He' s a mem­
ber of the National Honor Society, was 
ranked sixth in his graduating class and 
served as Class Vice President. 

Anthony, who plans to attend West 
Virginia University, is the son of Phil 
and Camille DiMatteis. 

See. DEPEW, Page B2 

Linsly products 
relish one last 
football game 
By CODY TOMER 
For The Times Leader 

BETHANY - COVID made foot­
ball 's regular season stressful for both 
players and coaches. 

Would there be practice? Would 
there be games? It was all up in the air. 

Now the coaching staff from Lins­
ly and five talented Cadet players are 
getting one more shot to simply enjoy 
the week and one more game together, 
without fear of the unknown. 

Linsly head coach B.J. Depew and 
his staff are coaching the West Virginia 
All-Stars this week and Saturday night 
in the 75th OVAC Rudy Mumley All­
Star Football Game at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 

Along with his coaching staff, De­
pew brings quarterback Hunter Kelley. 
Kobe Hill (WR/DB), Steven Felton 
(FB/LB). Marco Aprea (OLIDE) and 
Joao Lima (KIP) to the team and all of 
them are looking forward to the expe­
rience. 

"The way the season went. we had 
a couple of games taken away be­
cause of COVID. so just to be able 
to strap up again. play with everyone 
again and some dudes that we played 
against throughout the season is pret­
ty nice," Lima said. "In preseason we 
were talking and we weren't sure if we 
would even get our first game in but 
we showed up every week and Coach 
Depew said to just enjoy it because we 
weren't sure what was going to happen. 
That drove us all year." 

It was that style of coaching that mo­
tivated the Cadets to a 6-3 record and 
Depew's players are honored to share 
the field and sideline with him one 
more time. 

"He is really big on tradition," Felton 
See, LINSLY, Page 82 
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Compliance at Whee!mg 
University, has been pro­
moted to Director of Ath­
letics. University Pres­
ident Ginny R. Favede 
announced today. 

workings ot the C1epart­
ment and is well-respect­
ed among our coaches 
and her peers," President 
Favede explained. 

saia. 
Hanna said Wheeling 

University has had an im­
measurable impact on her 
professional and personal 
development. 

me Acruenc urrecmr, 1 
look forward to contribut­
ing to Wheeling Univer­
sity's bright future, pos­
itive/caring atmosphere, 
and winning traditions 
of academic excellence, 
faith, and service to oth­
ers." 

Hanna will immediate­
ly assume the overall day­
to-day development and 
management of Wheeling 
University's 20 NCAA 
Division II athletic pro­
grams. 

"Carrie Hanna brings a 
wealth of leadership and 
experience in athletic ad­
ministration that I know 

"Cardinal Athletics has 
always been a solid pillar 
and source of pride and 
excellence for Wheel­
ing University. The op­
portunity to serve as the 
Athletic Director at my 
alma mater is an honor. 
I am grateful for Presi­
dent Favede's leadership 
of Wheeling University. 
Also. I am grateful for 

"Each opportunity of­
fered to me - as a student 
and as an employee - has 
prepared me for this role. 
The core values I have 
learned throughout my 
time at Wheeling have 
made me a better human 
being, coach, and admin­
istrator. I am eager to 
help carry on those tradi-

The 1996 graduate of 
Wheeling has worked at 
her alma mater for near­
ly 21 years. Prior to her 
promotion, Hanna served 
five years as the Assistant 
AD and Director of Com­
pliance. 

• Linsly 
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said. "So, it's nice that he is 
bringing the mentality of our team 
here to all of these other schools." 

This is Depew's third time 
coaching in the OV AC All-Star 
Game and he couldn't ask for a 
better group to take the field with 
on Saturday night. 

"It's fantastic for these guys to 
have this opportunity." Depew 
said. "To share it with them is re­
ally special. We have five really 
good football players and it's a 
special group. I'm thrilled we are 
JI! here together:· 

For Hill and Kelley, who con­
nected this year 46 times for 578 
yards and six touchdowns. it's a 

storybook ending that started back Not only will the Cadets get the 
in grade school. chance to share the field together 

"If I could have one last game one final time, but Aprea is eagerly 
with anybody, it would be these waiting for the moment the players 
guys," Hill said. "They've been take the field for the first time. 
there for me since I've been at After a season with hardly any 
Linsly and they've always been my fans, the bleachers will be packed 
biggest fans. Being able to play for on Saturday night and, like it 
them one last time and give them should be, the spotlight will shine 
all I have is a great feeling and I on the stars. 
can't wait to do that Saturday." "I'm looking forward to hav-

Kelley echoed the thoughts of ing everybody there," Aprea said. 
his top target. "Especially since COVID stopped 

"It means a lot and it's going people from going to games. Hav­
to be fun just being around all the ing the entire valley there and the 
guys I played with through my energy the crowd brings to the 
high school career and the guys I game - that will be very special." 
grew up with," he said. 

•Depew---------------------
continued from Page 81 

DALTON FLOWERS, John 
Marshall - This fonner Monarch 
shined at linebacker and running 
back for Coach Jason Willis' team. 

The 6-2. 200 pounder rushed for 
l.384 yards and 16 touchdowns. 
He also caught 16 passes for 244 
yards and six touchdowns as a se­
nior. He rushed for 685 yards and 
9 touchdowns as a junior. 

Flowers was named All-State 
Second Team and All-OVAC First 
Team. 

Dalton. who plans to attend West 
Virginia University. is the son of 
Clint Flowers and Jessi Bonds. 

SHAHEED JACKSON-MAY­
FIELD. Wheeling Park - This 
former Patriot was a lock-down 
comer and a go-to-guy in the pass­
ing game for Coach Chris Daugh­
erty" steam. 

The 5-9. 160 pounder had 27 
tackles and picked off three pass­
es. one of which he took back for a 
touchdown. He also had 38 catches 
for 597 yards and l O touchdowns. 

Jackson-Mayfield was named 
First-Team All-State. All-OVAC 
and All-Valley. 

Jackson-Mayfield, who plans to 

attend West Liberty, is the son of Reitter. 
DelVonda Jackson and William THOMAS SESSI, Madonna 
Mayfield. - This former Blue Don was an 

JOAO LIMA, Linsly - ~s impressive contributor at receiver, 
fonner Ca~et was a steady contn~- running back and in the secondary 
utor as a kicker for Coach Depew s for Coach Dan Rovira' s team. 

te\";.~ 5- l O, 1 8 5 pounder handled .The 5-1 I , 16 5 pounder finished 
the kicking and punting for the Ca- with 3,563 yards ~nd 33 tou~h­
dets. downs. He also picked off mne 

For his efforts he earned passes. 
All-Valley. ' He was recognized for his efforts 

Lima was also a standout in the as an All-State selection, three­
pool, winning an OV AC swim ti- time All-OV AC, two-time All-Ar-
tie. ea first team. 

Joao, who is the son of Savio and Along with football, Sessi was 
Cristina Lima, plans to attend Al- active in the Interact Club and 
derson-Broaddus University. Greek Club. 

GAGE REI1:TER, Weir - This Thomas, who plans to attend Hi-
former_ ~ed Rt~er played a bevy ram College, is the son of Anthony 
of poslt~~ns .quite well for Coach Sessi and Leslee Little. 
Frank S1smm's team. 

The 5-10, 160 pounder had 417 . SINCERE S~CLAIR, Wheel-
total yards of offense and he logged mg Park - This two-way stand-
85 total tackles with 70 solo stops out made ~umer?us key plays for 
from his free safety spot. Daugherty s Patriots. . 

Along with football, Reitter was The 6-2, 175 pounder lmed up 
part of a state championship in at comerback and wide receiver. 
track and field. Sincere, who plans to attend 

Gage, who plans to attend West West Liberty, is the son ofKimber­
Liberty, is the son of B.J. and Gina ly Bordas and Benjamin Bordas. 

• OVAC-------------------
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this game and be a part of it is 
awesome.·• 

Shadyside's Jacob Visnic had 
hopes that he'd get the call to play 
on Team Ohio because of what it 
means. 

"Only a select few get to be a 
part of this. so ifs a true honor to 
be a part of the game," Visnic said. 

Visnic. who was a multi-sport 
athlete for the Tigers, is headed to 
Marietta College next month to be­
gin his collegiate career. He's hop­
mg to be able to use this week's 

ffi 
Wei, . 

l9mnt'fort 

game as a tuneup and an opportu­
nity to get the football juices flow­
ing again. 

•• A week of playing with and 
against a lot of guys who are going 
on to (play at) the next level gives 
you a head start," Visnic said. 

Barnesville's Ayden Hannahs -
like Tonkovich - is no stranger to 
OV AC All-Star Games. He, too, 
played in the baseball contest last 
month. While that was exciting, 
especially considering Hannahs is 
headed to Muskingum to extend 

his baseball career, the chance 
to put the pads on more time was 
something he wasn't going to miss 
out on. 

"Being able to experience this 
is going to be fun," Hannahs said. 
"I remember coming to this game 
several years ago and it's been fun 
to hear about all of the history be­
hind it. Ever since I came as a kid, 
I've wanted to be a part of it. My 
goal was to get here." 

Independent 
Lhing 

Ass.isted Lh·ing & 
Retirement Community 

• 

~V V'4U ~ J'& ... J • 
"It was huge," Westlake said of his hit. "Playing 

a team like Barton in a five-game series, you've got 
to win these type of games," Westlake said. "I just 
wanted to make contact. I really wasn't looking for 
any certain pitch, but I got one I liked." 

"Hunter is the heart and soul of our team. He plays 
with a lot of intensity every game," Vicker noted. 
"He's our best hitter hands-down. He was the right 
man in the right spot and I wouldn't want to have it 
any other way." 

The two teams were deadlocked at zero Monday 
night with one out in the bottom of the fourth when a 
rainstorm suspended play as Maynard had runners on 
first and second and one out. 

Barton quickly grabbed a 2-0 lead when play re­
sumed. It appeared that's the way the game would end 
until Busby and Westlake drew back-to-back walks 
with the bases loaded and two outs in the seventh. 

"We have to throw strikes. If we throw strikes, the 
game is over," veteran Barton manager Billy Timko 
stressed. "We handed them the game. That's all there 
was to it. We had two outs. All we had to do was 
throw strikes, but it didn't happen. 

"Give Maynard credit. They never gave up," Timko 
added. "They kept coming back and coming back." 

Eric Banal throw out a Barton runner at the plate to 
end the eighth, but Maynard couldn't capitalize de­
spite putting its first two runners on. 

"Eric has a strong arm. I watched him approach 
the ball and I knew he was going to make a good 
throw," Vicker said of the play that ended the top of 
the eighth. "He gunned it right there and ( catcher) 
B.A. (Holloway) sat right on the plate and got the tag 
down. That's baseball." 

A two-run, two-out single to center off the bat of 
Niko Petrides gave Barton a 4-2 lead in the ninth. A 
wild pitch made it 5-2 and a sacrifice fly from Isaac 
Rine bumped the count to 6-2. 

Maynard scored twice in the bottom of the in­
ning ~before Vicker walked with the bases loaded to 
force in the third run. Banal laced a single to leffthat 
knocked in Mason Ramsay to tie the game, but Klay 
Cottis was thrown out at the plate by Jacob Probst to 
send the game to the l 0th. 

Chris McIntyre, Maynard's fourth pitcher of the 
game and tonight's starter in Game 2, retired the 
Braves in order in the top of the I 0th. He needed just 
eight pitches in picking up the win. 

Vicker praised the job Mackenzie Koehler and Joe 
Myers did in relief. 

"Mackenzie came in and performed very well in a 
tough situation. He's a gamer though," Vicker said 
of Koehler who took the hill when play resumed. "I 
expected that type of effort from him." 

Myers relieved Koehler in the ninth with one out 
and runners on second and third. He gave up two runs 
but got an inning-ending strikeout to escape further 
damage. 

"Joe was also very efficient in a tough spot," Vick­
er added. "He limited the damage. I know he gave up 
a cou?le of runs that he inherited, but he got out of a 
huge Jam." 

"It was a great game for the fans to watch," Tim­
ko said. "But that is what happens when you get two 
championship-caliber teams playing against each oth­
er." 

Holloway led all hitters with three singles while 
Starks had a pair. Westlake finished with three RBI. 

"That is probably the craziest championship game 
I've played in," Holloway, who is playing in his 13th 
season and has six championships, said. " I rip on him 
(Hunter) all the time and he's one of my best friends, 
but when he came to the plate, I knew he was going 
to win it." 

Dillon Sunnafrank and Probst each singled twice 
for Barton. 

After taking Thursday off, Game 3 will return to 
Maynard on Friday. Should Games 4 and 5 be need­
ed, they would be played on Sunday ( 1 p.m.) in Cres­
cent and Monday (6 p.m.) in Maynard. 

NOTES 
■ Barton is a player short on its roster after Aar­

on Marovich was placed in concussion protocol. He 
suffered fractures in both sinus cavitites when he was 
hit in the face with a pitch while warming up Monday 
night's starting pitcher before the game. 
■ The Braves turned three of the game's four dou­

ble plays. 
■ After taking 45 minutes to play Monday, Tues­

day's game went l :44 for a total time of 2:29. 
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West Virginia's DBs Could Be One True Strength 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

BETHANY - West Virginia head 
coach B.J. Depew knows Ohio will 
want to run the football first and fore­
most. but he also knows the Buckeye 
State will have the capability of going 
to the air, too. 

With the OV AC Rudy Mumley All­
Star Football Game just a few days 
away, De~w believes his defensive 
back candidates will be up to the task. 

"I think our secondary could be one 
of our true strengths," Depew said. 
"Like we have at receiver, we have 
some great speed (in the secondary) 
and there are some guys back there who 
can be real playmakers." 

On top of the defensive backs, De­
pew chose his own placekicker - Joao 
Lima - to come and handle the kick­
ing and punting duties. 

"Joao never stops working at ,_.....___ mber of the National Honor 
(his kicking)," Depew sai ciety, was ranked sixth in 
"Knowing him and hi ----~ • s graduating class and 
knowing our schem rved as Class Vice 
so well also affords u _....._.._..- esident. 
the opportunity to do Anthony, who 
a little bit more in the plans to attend West 
special teams than we ,_ ......... .....," Virginia University, 
might have otherwise ~~19,1,:1 is the son of Phil and 
been able to." Camille DiMatteis. 

Here's a capsule DALTON FLOW-
look at the players: RS, John Marshall 

ANTHONY DIMAT- - This former Mon-
TEIS, Weir - This for- arch shined at linebacker 
mer Red Rider shined at mul- • and running back for Coach 
tiple spots for Coach Frank Sisinni. Jason Willis' team. 

The 6-foot, I 85 pounder shined at The 6-2, 200 pounder rushed for 
quarterback where he accounted for 1,384 yards and 16 TDs. He also 
1,034 yards of offense and 14 passing caught 16 passes for 244 yards and six 
touchdowns. He ran for five more. touchdowns as a senior. He rushed for 

Away from football, DiMatteis is 685 yards and 9 TDs as a junior. 
a standout in the classroom. He's a Flowers was named All-State Sec-

ond Team and All-OV AC First Team. 
Dalton, who ~lans to attend West 

Virginia University, is the son of Clint 
Flowers and Jessi Bonds. 

SHAHEED JACKSON-MAY-
FIELD, Wheeling Park - This for­
mer Patriot was a lock-down corner 
and a go-to-guy in the passing game for 
Coach Chris Daugherty's team. 

The 5-9, 160 pounder had 27 tack­
les and picked off three passes, one of 
which he took back for a TD. He also 
had 38 catches for 597 yards and 10 
TDs. 

Jackson-Mayfield was named 
First.Team All-State, AII-OVAC and 
All-Valley. 

Jackson-Mayfield, who plans to at­
tend West Liberty, is the son of Del­
Vonda Jackson and William Mayfield. 

Please see DBS, Page 12 

Hanna Named AD At 
Wheeling University 

WHEELING - Wheeling Alumna Carrie (Piute) 
Hanna, current Assistant Director of Athletics and 
Director of Compliance at Wheeling University, has 
been promoted to Director of Athletics, University 
President Ginny R. Favede announced Tuesday. 

Hanna will immediately as­
sume the overall day-to-day 
development and management 
of Wheeling University's 20 
NCAA Division II athletic pro­
grams. 

One Last Hurrah 
For Linsly Seniors 

HANNA 

"Carrie Hanna brings a wealth 
of leadership and experience 
in athletic administration that 

l I know will benefit our coach­
es, student-athletes, and the 
university as a whole," Favede 
said. "She understands the inner 
workings of the department and 

is well-respected among our coaches and her peers." 
The I 996 graduate of Wheeling has worked at her 

alma mater for nearly 2 I years. Prior to her promo­
tion, Hanna served five years as the Assistant AD 
and Director of Compliance. She was also the Senior 
Women's Administrator, the highest female adminis­
trator in an NCAA athletic department. In her former 
role, Hanna was responsible for all duties relating to 
compliance, student formation and student academic 
progress. Additionally, she oversaw coordination and 
communication between the department's adminis­
tration and student-athletes, ensured all athletic de­
partment documents, policies, and procedures were 
maintained and budgeting. 

"Carrie understands what it means to be a stu­
dent-athlete at Wheeling University, having graduat­
ed with honors from the Psychology program while 
earning All-American status as a soccer player," 
Favede said. "She has been a dedicated emP,loyee and 
embodies our mission to be a person for hfe, leader­
ship, and service. I know she will help to instill in 
our student-athletes and coaches the importance of 
excelling in the classroom and competition while un­
derstanding their role to serve others." 

Hanna held many other roles at Wheeling Univer­
sity, including SAAC liaison, Champs Life Skills 
Coordinator, Challenge for Success Coordinator, 
Director of Institutional Research, Institutional Ad­
vancement Senior Database Analyst, and Interim 
Assistant Athletic Director and Interim Athletic Di­
rector. 

Hanna left the coaching world after 1 3 years as the 
women's soccer program's head coach. From 2002-
14. she recorded a 136- 105-15 career record. She 
led the Cardinals to a regular-season Northern Di­
vision title, two consecutive regular-season Confer­
ence Runner-Up finishes , two straight regular-season 
Conference Championships, and three Conference 
Tournament Championships in a row. Hanna' s teams 
also made two NCAA National Tournament appear­
ances. She graduated 67 All-Conference players, 
11 All-Americans, eight Scholar All-American, two 
Valedictorians. and an NCAA Woman of the Year 
recipient. 

Please see HANNA, Page 12 

Bucks' Wait 
Ends With 

File Photos 
Linsly's Kobe Hill, left, and Hunter Kelley, right, along with three other Cadets, coaches and trainers 
will have one last game together on Saturday night in the OVAC All·Star Game. 

Depew happy to share final game with his players 
By CODY TOMER 

Sports Writer 
BETHANY - COVID 

made football's regular 
season stressful for both 
players and coaches. 

Would there be prac­
tice? Would there be 
games? It was all up in the 
air. 

Now the coaching staff 
from Linsly and five tal­ FELTON LIMA 
ented Cadet players are 
getting one more shot to simply 
enjoy the week and one more 
game together, without fear of 
the unknown. 

Linsly head coach B.J. Depew 
and his staff are coaching the 
OV AC West Virginia All-Stars 
this week and Saturday night 
in the 75th OVAC Rudy Mum-

ley All-Star Football Game at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Along with his coaching staff, 
Depew brings quarterback Hunt­
er Kelley, Kobe Hill (WR/DB), 
Steven Felton (FB/LB), Marco 
Aprea (OLIDE) and Joao Lima 
(KIP) to the team and all of them 
are looking forward to the expe­
rience. 

Riders 
Plan To 

APREA DEPEW 
"The way the season went, 

we had a couple of games taken 
away because of COVID, so just 
to be able to strap up again, play 
with everyone again and some 
dudes that we played against 
throughout the season is pretty 
nice," Lima said. 

Please see LINSLY, Page 12 
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"In preseason we were talking 
and we weren ·t sure if we would 
even get our first game in but we 
showed up every week and Coach 
Depew said to just enjoy it be­
cause we weren't sure what was 
going to happen. That drove us all 
year.·· 

It was that style of coaching that 
motivated the Cadets to a 6-3 re­
cord and Depew's players are hon­
ored to share the field and sideline 
with him one more time. 

"He is really big on tradition." 
Felton said. "So. it's nice that he is 
bringing the mentality of our team 
here to all of these other schools.'' 

This is Depew·s third time 
coaching in the OV AC All-Star 
Game and he couldn·t ask for a 
better group to take the field with 
on Saturday night. 

"It's fantastic for these guys to 

have this opportunity," Depew 
said. 'To share it with them is re­
ally special. We have five really 
good football players and it's a 
special group. I'm thrilled we are 
all here together." 

For Hill and Kelley. who con­
nected this year 46 times for 578 
yards and six touchdowns, it's a 
storybook ending that started back 
in grade school. 

"If I could have one last game 
with anybody, it would be these 
guys," Hill said. "They've been 
there for me since I've been at 
Linsly and they've always been 
my biggest fans. Being able to 
play for them one last time and 
give them all I have is a great feel­
ing and I can't wait to do that Sat­
urday." 

Kelley echoed the thoughts of 
his top target. 

SPORTS 

"It means a lot and it's going 
to be fun just being around all the 
guys I played with through my 
high school career and the guys I 
grew up with," he said. 

Not only will the Cadets get the 
chance to share the field together 
one final time, but Aprea is ea­
gerly waiting for the moment the 
players take the field for the first 
time. 

After a season with hardly any 
fans, the bleachers will be packed 
on Saturday night and, like it 
should be, the spotlight will shine 
on the stars. 

"I'm looking forward to hav­
ing everybody there," Aprea said. 
"Especially since COVID stopped 
people from going to games. Hav­
ing the entire valley there and the 
energy the crowd brings to the 
game - that will be very special." 

RIDERS ------------------------
(Continued from Page 11) 

When asked about a 
head coach after Mook 
Zimmerman resigned 
followin!! the 20 I 9 sea­
son. Fomario pulled no 
punches. 

.. I will never play 
arena football without 
Coach Mook. Period." he 
strci.:-.ed. 

As for players. ..we 
never talk to players un­
til around Halloween or 
carlv November." he re­
vcaied. 
RIVALRY RENEWED 

Cole Smelley and Con­
nor Arlia grew up play­
ing against each other as 
members of the Bridge­
port and Weirton Madon­
na football programs. re­
spectively. However, the 
talented twosome finally 
had the opportunity to 
play together during that 
mag.ical 2019 champion­
ship run. 

Saturday night was a 
different story, though. 

Arlia was one of the 
main targets for Team 
Mook quarterback Arvell 
Nelson. who original­
ly signed to play colle­
giately at the University 
of Iowa after a stellar 
prep career at Cleveland 
Glenville. Arlia caught 
two touchdowns in his 
team·s 40-27 win over 
Team Hardy, which was 
coached by former NFL 
All-Pro Greg Hardy who 
played for the Dallas 
Cowboys. 

He relished the ban­
ner-raising ceremony. 

"It was a great feeling. 
It was exciting, not only 
for the guys that played 
on that team but the guys 
that have come here from 
the Richmond team and 
the .fans of the Ohio Val­
ley," Arlia said of the 
banner raising. "From 

now on when I come in 
here to watch a Wheeling 
N ailers game or watch 
the OVAC Wrestling 
Tournament. I can look 
up and see that banner. 

"Hopefully, one day 
I can tell my kids that I 
played on that team." 

As far as playing 
against his friend? 

"Cole and I have a 
nice, friendly rivalry 
going,·· Arlia said with 
a smile. "I think we've 
been competing against 
each other since we were 
in 8th grade. It's gone 
back and forth." 

Smelley echoed Ar­
lia' s thoughts. 

"That brought back a 
lot of good memories," 
he said of the banner 
being hoisted. "My son 
was here to see that. He 
wasn't born yet in 2019 
when we had our run, so 
this was the first time he 

got to see me play in a 
game, too." 

Smelley did get one 
shot in on Arlia as he 
went out for a pass. 

"I had to. We've been 
going at it since junior 
high," he said. "He's a 
fierce competitor. He 
works hard. He earned 
the win tonight, but it 
was fun." 

Both plan on being a 
part of the team in 2022. 
ANOTHER VALLEY 

PRODUCT 
Steubenville High grad 

Jerryl Christian played 
for both franchises. He 
saw action in eight games 
during the Roughriders 
title run. 

The former Big Red 
product has also played 
for the Amarillo Venom 
where he was a teammate 
of Nate Davis, a former 
Bellaire standout quar­
terback. 
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Post 1 Wins Area 
Tourney Opener 

WHEELING - Wheeling Post I opened the Area 
One Tournament on Tuesday with a 5-2 victory over 
Wellsburg at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Complex. 

The victory sets up tonight's 5 p.m. contest be­
tween Wheeling and Parkersburg Post 15, which 
won via forfeit by Moundsville Post 3. 

The loser of Wheeling and Parkersburg will play 
an elimination game at 7:30 p.m. against Wellsburg. 
All games are at the 1-470 Fi~ld. . 

Wheeling was led by Brodie Selmon and Michael 
Toepfer who each supplied two hits and two RBI for 
Post 1. 

On the hill, it was Seth Hand in control with two 
strikeouts over six innings. 

Parker Haney came on in the seventh to slam the 
door with one punch out. 

Andrew Coursin drove in a run for Wellsburg. 

DBs - ---------
<continued from Page 11) 

JOAO LIMA, Lins­
ly - This former Cadet 
was a steady contributor 
as a kicker for Coach De­
pew's team. 

The 5-10, 185 pound• 
er handled the kicking 
and punting for the Ca­
dets. 

For his efforts, he 
earned All-Valley. 

Lima was also a stand­
out in the pool, winning 
an OV AC swim title. 

Joao, who is the son of 
Savio and Cristina Lima, 
plans to attend Alder­
son-Broaddus Universi­
ty. 

GAGE REITTER, 
Weir - This former 
Red Rider played a bevy 
of positions quite well for 
Coach Frank Sisinni's 
team. 

The 5- l 0, 160 pound­
er had 41 7 total yards of 
offense and he logged 8 5 
total tackles with 70 solo 
stops from his free safety 
spot. 

Along with football, 
Reitter was part of a state 
championship in track 
and field. 

Gage, who plans to 
attend West Liberty, is 
the son of B.J. and Gina 
Reitter. 

THOMAS SESSI, 
Madonna - This for­
mer Blue Don was an 
impressive contributor 
at receiver, running back 
and in the secondary 
for Coach Dan Rovira's 
team. 

The 5-1 l, 165 pound­
er finished with 3,563 
yards and 3 3 touch­
downs. He also picked 
off nine passes. 

He was recognized for 
his efforts as an All-State 
selection, three-time All­
OV AC, two-time All-Ar­
ea first team. 

Along with football, 
Sessi was active in the 
Interact Club and Greek 
Club. 

Thomas, who plans to 
attend Hiram College, is 
the son of Anthony Sessi 
and Leslee Little. 

SINCERE SIN-
CLAIR, Wheeling Park 
- This two-way stand­
out made numerous key 
plays for Daugherty's 
Patriots. 

The 6-2, 175 pounder 
lined up at cornerback 
and wide receiver. 

Sincere, who plans to 
attend West Liberty, is the 
son of Kimberly Bordas 
and Benjamin Bordas. 

HANNA ----------­
(Contlnued from Page 11) 

"Cardinal Athletics has always been a solid pil­
lar and source of pride and excellence for Wheeling 
University," Hanna said. "The opportunity to serve 
as the Athletic Director at my alma mater is an hon­
or. I am ~ateful for President Favede ' s leadership 
of Wheehng University. Also, I am grateful for her 
faith and confidence to choose me to serve in this 
pivotal role on her leadership team." 

Hanna said Wheeling University has had an im­
measurable impact on her professional and personal 
development. 

"Each opportunity offered to me - as a student 
and as an employee - has prepared me for this 
role," Hanna said. "The core values I have learned 
throughout my time at Wheeling have made me a 
better human being, coach, and administrator. I 
am eager to help carry on those traditions with and 
among our student.athletes, coaches, and our great 
Cardinal Family. As the Athletic Director, I look for­
ward to contributing to Wheeling University's bright 
future, positive/caring atmosphere, and winning tra­
ditions of academic excellence, faith, and service to 
others." 

Upon retiring from professional competition, 
Hanna decided to further her education. In 1999, 
she received a Master's Degree in Sports Psychol­
ogy from West Virginia University. Upon her mar­
riage to Wheeling native David Hanna, the couple 
moved to South Dakota, where she began her colle­
giate coaching career. After one year at the helm, she 
returned to the Wheeling area and began head coach 
of the Wheeling Park High School girls' team, lead­
ing them to a state championship in her first season. 

She became the first full-time head coach of the 
Cardinal women's squad in 2002 after Jim Regan 
stepped down from his role as the head coach of the 
women's team to coach the men' s team solely. 

Along with her dedicated service to her alma ma­
ter, Hanna utilizes her professional soccer coaching 
expertise. She recently returned to coach at the high 
school level and led the Wheeling Park girls' team to 
anothP.r .i.t;:ite. c.h;:imnionshin Also shP. is :ic'tivP. with 
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Best Virginia's Nathan Adrian netted 11 points in 
Monday's win over D2 in The Basketball Tournament. 

'Best Virginia' On 
To The Sweet 16 

CHARLESTON 
It's not the March Mad­
ness but it's just as sweet. 

West Virginia Univer­
sity alumni team. Best 
Virginia defeated D2 on 
Monday night by a final 
score of 63-51 in The 
Basketball Tournament 
to advance to the Sweet 
16. 

In the round of I 6. 
Best Virginia will play on 
Wednesday at 9 p.m. and 
will take on Team 23. 
which defeated Marshall 
University alumni squad, 
Herd That 74-71 with a 
3-pointer by J.D. Sword 
to fin ish the game. 

For Best Virginia. it 
was a much better start 
than its second exhibition 
game and first TBT con­
test. 

Kevin Jones bucketed 
seven points in the open­
ing frame and Best Vir­
ginia led 22-1 2 heading 
into the second. 

It wasn't until then that 

D2 began to cut into the 
deficit. 

In fact, D2 outscored 
Best Virginia 14-8 in the 
second quarter and only 
trailed 30-26 at halftime. 

It was an even third pe­
riod with Best Virginia 
taking a 45-42 edge into 
the final frame. 

The Mountaineers 
stood strong in the fourth 
with a 53-44 advantage 
as the Elam Ending be­
gan. 

Best Virginia never 
looked back on its way to 
a 6 3 5 1 triumph. 

Jones paved the way 
with 12 points and six re­
bounds in the win. while 
teammates Tarik Phillip, 
Jamel Morris and Nathan 
Adrian all chipped in 
with I I points apiece 

SAGABA KONATE 
A recent professional 

contract signed by Saga­
ba Konate will not allow 
him to play in The Bas­
ketball Tournament. 

«he )lntelligtnttr. 
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JM All-Stars 
Electrified in 2020 

Photos by Scott McCloskey 
John Marshall's Alex Burton, left, and teammate Dalton Flowers, right, could make a major impact on 
Saturday's All-Star Game with their electrifying talent on both sides of the football. 

Burton, Flowers could make an impact on Saturday 
By CODY TOMER 

Sports Writer 
BETHANY - John Mar­

shall's Dalton Flowers and Alex 
Burton are used to putting on a 
show. 

The dynamic duo racked up 
the yardage and the points on the 
ground this year for the Mon­
archs and will now get to show­
case their skills on the Ohio Val­
ley's biggest stage Saturday in 
the 7 5th OV AC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Game at Wheeling Is­
land Stadium. 

together as teammates - just as 
they have done in the past in a 
Monarch uniform. 

Of course, each back had 
his own specialty this year for 
JM. 

For Flowers, it was his pow­
er that made him an all-state 
back. 

"It's always nice to have 
somebody you can trust when 
you get tired and need a break," 
Burton said. "He is really good 
at getting the short yards and that 
helped me out a lot." 

Flowers ran for 1,384 yards 
and 16 touchdowns on the 

ground, while Burton used his 
speed to gallop past defenders 
for 8 8 7 yards and nine scores. 

"We're always staying fresh 
out there," Flowers said. "Ei­
ther I can come out and he can 
go in or he comes out and I go 
in. He has the speed that I was 
lacking so it always worked out 
that way." 

It became almost a tradition at 
John Marshall this past season 
that one or both tailbacks would 
scamper for over I 00 yards on a 
Friday night. 

Please see JM, Page 12 
What makes it even better is I that they are enjoying the ride 

------~ 

Ohio All-Star Defense Is Athletic and Quick 
By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

Defenses are normally ahead of of­
fenses in all-star games. 

Eric Huck. who is coaching Ohio 
in Saturday night's 75th OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Game. believes he 
has defensive pieces to be extremely 
solid on all three levels. 

As for the linebackers. Huck said. "I 
think we have some athletic inside and 
outside linebackers. We have some re­
ally good players, who will be flying all 
over the field." 

In the secondary, speed and athleti­
cism were the common ingredients in 
which Huck was looking for when he 
made his selections. 

"We have a lot of different defensive 
backs to take a look at." Huck said. 
"We have to make sure we get the guys 
in the right spot because we can't teach 

Cowher's 
Success 
• ·-- -■ 

everything in a week." ---- ven passes and posted 35 
Along with the defensive "- V ckles. He also broke up 

standouts, Huck has a ~ ---....: ven passes. He led the 
nounced Warren's J ort in receiving and 
Chevalier will handle rr=~ interceptions. 
the punting and kick- Baker was 
ing duties. named First Team 

"Joel is an out- urt.lro<t1 . .... ,,,r_,,__ All-Eastern District, 
standing athlete who -~L.Jr.~i Honorable Mention 
actually played on All-Ohio and All-
both sides of the ball V AC. 
as well as handled the Jaymison, who is 
special teams," Huck r: cff the son of Rachel and 
said. "We really like the . U Josh Meek and Coty Bak-
versatility he brings." er, plans to attend Washington 

Here's a capsule look at the Ohio State Community College. 
players: WILL BALGO, St. Clairsville 

JAYMISON BAKER, Fort Frye - This fonner Red Devils shined at 
- This fonner Cadet was a standout at numerous spots for Coach Brett Mc­

receiver and defensive back for Huck's Lean's team. 
team. The 6-4, 250 pounder led the Red 

The 6-3, 190 pounder picked off Devils in tackles with 90 and also 

picked off three passes. 
Balgo was named First Team 

All-Eastern District, All-OV AC, 
All-Valley and All Times Leader. He 
was an honorable mention All-Ohio 
pick. 

Along with football , Balgo was a 
multiple-year lettennan in baseball and 
basketball. 

Will, who plans to attend and play 
football at Ashland University, is the 
son of Dan and Diane Balgo. 

JEREMY BROWN, Indian Creek 
- This fonner Redskin was all over 
the field for Coach Andrew Connor's 
team. 

The 5-8, 170 pounder logged 67.5 
tackles, nine for loss, 7 .5 sacks and had 
10 quarterback hurries. He broke up 
two passes and forced two fumbles. 

Please see OHIO. Page I 2 

Coaches Keeping Kids 
Fn~• •~Ari ~nrl Pr~n~r~rl 
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Best Virginia's Nathan Adrian netted 11 points in 
Monday's win over D2 in The Basketball Tournament. 

·'Best Vi'rginia' On 
To The Sweet 16 

CHARLESTON D2 began to cut into the 
It ' s not the March Mad- deficit. 
ness but it's just as sweet. In fact. D2 outscored 

West Virginia Univer- Best Virginia 14-8 in the 
sity alumni team. Best second quarter and only 
Virginia defeated D2 on trailed 30-26 at halftime. 
Monday night by a final It was an even third pe­
score of 63-51 in The riod with Best Virginia 
Basketball Tournament taking a 45-42 edge into 
to advance to the Sweet the final frame. 
16. The Mountaineers 

Photos by Scott McCloskey 

John Marshall's Alex Burton, left, and teammate Dalton Flowers, right, could make a major impact on 

Saturday's All-Star Game with their electrifying talent on both sides of the football. 

In the round of 16, stood strong in the fourth 

Best Virginia will play on with a 53-44 advantage l 
Wednesday at 9 p.m. and as the Elam Ending be 
will take on Team 23, gan. 

Burton, Flowers could make an impact on Saturday 

which defeated Marshall Be~t Virginia never • 

University alumni squad, looked back on its way to 'I 
Herd That 7 4-7 1 with a a 63-5 1 triumph. 

By CODY TOMER 
Sports Writer 

BETHANY - John Mar­
shall's Dalton Flowers and Alex 
Burton are used to putting on a 
show. 

together as teammates - just as 
they have done in the past in a 
Monarch uniform. 

ground, while Burton used his 
speed to gallop past defenders 
for 887 yards and nine scores. 

3-pointer by J.D. Sword Jones paved the way 
to finish the game. with 12 points and six re-

Of course, each back had 
his own specialty this year for 
JM. 

"We're always staying fresh 
out there," Flowers said. "Ei­
ther I can come out and he can 
go in or he comes out and I go 
in. He has the speed that I was 
Jacking so it always worked out 
that way." 

For Best Virginia. it bounds in the win. while 
was a much better start teammates Tarik Phillip, 
than its second exhibition Jamel Morris and Nathan 
game and first TBT con Adrian all chipped in 

The dynamic duo racked up 
the yardage and the points on the 
ground this year for the Mon­
archs and will now get to show­
case their skills on the Ohio Val­
ley's biggest stage Saturday in 
the 75th OV AC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Game at Wheeling Is­
land Stadium. 

For Flowers, it was his pow­
er that made him an all-state 
back. 

test. with l I points apiece 
Kevin Jones bucketed SA GABA KONA TE 

'>even points in the open A recent prof es,ional 
ing frame an<l Best Vir- contract signed by Saga­
ginia led 22-12 heading ba Konatc will not allow 
mto the second. him to play in The Bas-

What makes it even better is 
that they are enjoying the ride 

"It's always nice to have 
somebody you can trust when 
you get tired and need a break," 
Burton said. "He is realJy good 
at getting the short yards and that 
helped me out a lot." 

Flowers ran for 1,384 yards 
and 16 touchdowns on the 

It became almost a tradition at 
John Marshall this past season 
that one or both tailbacks would 
scamper for over I 00 yards on a 
Friday night. 

It wa~n't until then that ketball Tournament. 
Please see JM, Page 12 

Ohio All-Star Defense Is Athletic and Quick 
By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

Defenses are normally ahead of of­
fenses in all-star games. 

Eric Huck, who is coaching Ohio 
in Saturday night's 75th OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Game. believe<; he 
has defensive pieces to be extremely 
solid on all three levels. 

As for the linebackers. Huck said. "I 
think we have ~ome athletic inside and 
outside linebackers. We have some re­
ally good players. who will be flying all 
over the field." 

In the secondary. speed and athleti 
cism were the common ingredients in 
which Huck was looking for when he 
made his selections. 

"We have a lot of different defensive 
backs to take a look at." Huck said. 
''We have to make sure we get the guys 
in the right spot because we can·t teach 

everything in a week." --=----~ en passes and posted 35 

Along with the defensive (\, ckles. He also broke up 

standouts, Huck has an- ~ _....-- ven passes. He led the 

nounced Warren's Joel ort in receiving and 

Chevalier will handle interceptions. 

the punting and kick- Baker was 

ing duties. named First Team 

..-.Joel is an out- •-••-- ,, ~~~-~, -■•,Ml All-Eastern District, 

standing athlete who __ ,..,._,,..,r.,T Honorable Mention 

actually played on All-Ohio and All-

both sides of the ball OV AC. 

as well as handled the Jaymison, who is 

special teams," Huck the son of Rachel and 

said. "We really like the ----~ Josh Meek and Coty Bak-

versatility he brings." er, plans to attend Washington 

Here· s a capsule look at the Ohio State Community College. 

players: WILL BALGO, St. Clairsville 
JA YMISON BAKER, Fort Frye - This fonner Red Devils shined at 

- This former Cadet was a standout at numerous spots for Coach Brett Mc­

receiver and defensive back for Huck's Lean's team. 
team. The 6-4, 250 pounder led the Red 

The 6-3, 190 pounder picked off Devils in tackles with 90 and also 

picked off three passes. 
Balgo was named First Team 

All-Eastern District, AII-OV AC, 
All-Valley and All Times Leader. He 
was an honorable mention All-Ohio 
pick. 

Along with football, Balgo was a 
multiple-year letterman in baseball and 
basketball. 

Will, who plans to attend and play 
football at Ashland University, is the 
son of Dan and Diane Balgo. 

JEREMY BROWN, Indian Creek 
- This former Redskin was all over 
the field for Coach Andrew Connor's 
team. 

The 5-8, 170 pounder logged 67.5 
tackles, nine for loss, 7.5 sacks and had 
l O quarterback hurries. He broke up 
two passes and forced two fumbles. 

Please see OHIO. Page 12 

Cowher's 
Success 
HOF Story 

Coaches Keeping Kids 
Focused and Prepared 

By WILL GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 

On the surface. Bill 
Cowher looked like he 
wasn ' t ready to be an 
NFL head coach. 

Too young. 
Too anonymous. 
Too unproven. 
So while the then-34-

year-old Cowher might AP Photo 

have been on the list to Pittsburgh Steelers head coach Bill Cowher reacts 

replace Chuck Noll fol- on the center stage after the Steelers' 21-10 win over 

lowing Noll's retirement the Seattle Seahawks in Super Bowl XL in Detroit, on 

after the 1991 season, Sunday, Feb. 5, 2006. Cowher, who won 149 games 

thanks to the enthusiastic and a Super Bowl in 15 seasons with the Pittsburgh 

endorsement of mentor Steelers from 1992-2006, will be inducted into the Pro 

Marty Schottenheimer, Football Hall of Fame next month. 

he wasn ·r exactly at the manner that stuck with cial teamer who grew up 

top of it. Rooney and his father. four miles from Three 

"We thought we were team chairman Dan Rivers Stadium, the more 

going to need somebody Rooney, as they set about they were won over by 

older:· said Art Rooney finding someone to take Cowher's combination 

II. the team·s vice pres- over for the most sue- of intelligence and cha­

tdent at the time Noll cessful coach in franchise risma. 

stepped away. history. 
Yet there was some- The more the Rooneys 

thing about Cowher's talked to the former spe-
Please see STORY 
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By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

BETHANY - As it pertains to 
OV AC All-Star camp, which is now in 
its second full day at Bethany College, 
a lot of work can get done in a short 
amount of time. 

Both coaches - Ohio's Eric Huck 
and West Virginia's B.J. Depew -
hope that trend continues as they 
continue to prepare their teams for 
the 75th edition of the OVAC Rudy 
Mumley game at Wheeling Island Sta­
dium. 

One of the issues - on top of mak­
ing sure their teams are well schooled 
on the offensive and defensive 
schemes - is making sure they keep 
their players focused on the prepara­
tion with the mindset that the game 
isn't played on Tuesday. 

"We have a lot of kids who are 
ready to play in this game," Depew 
said. "We're really happy so far and 
when you get all of these kids together 
(on the field), it's impressive." 

West Virginia had the bulk of its of­
fense installed in two practices and so 
far Depew likes what he's seen. 

"These kids have picked things up 
quickly," Depew said. "We wanted 
to get everything in as early (in the 
week) as possible because if you're 
still working on that at like Thursday, 
it's not going to tough on Saturday. 
These are bright kids and they're ea­
ger to learn." 

Meanwhile, in the Ohio camp, Huck 
has also been pleased, but it's been a 
slower process simply for the fact that 
the Ohio coaching staff is trying to in­
stall a Wing-T based system. 

"Our offense isn't something you 
pick up really quick with the timing 
and everything like that, but the kids 
are doing really well," Huck said. 
"They're competing hard already." 

Though the Ohio timing will come 
as more and more reps are given 
throughout the remaining eight pra~­
tices, the Buckeye State offense 1s 

picking up the scheme. 
"The kids are definitely getting 

the hang of it and most importantly, 
they're working so hard and are eager 
to figure it out," Huck said. 

Please see COACHES. Page 12 
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Steelers Open Training Camp; What to Expect in 2021-22 
PITTSBURGH STEELERS 

(12-5) 
CAMP SITE: Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania 
LAST YEAR: The Steel­

ers used a franchise-best I I -0 
start to their fourth AFC North 
title since 2014. QB Ben Ro­
ethlisberger threw for 3 3 
touchdowns in his return from 
right-elbow surgery that cut 
short his 20 I 9 season. Rook­
ie WR Chase Claypool was 
sensational at times to offset 
the worst rushing attack in 
the league. The NFL's third­
ranked defense led the league 
in sacks for a fourth straight 
year but wore down late in the 
season. So did everyone else. 
Pittsburgh went 1-5 down the 
stretch, culminating in a blow­
out home playoff loss to Cleve-

land. 
IMPORT ANT ADDI• 

TIONS: RB Najee Hanis, 
OG Trai Turner, TE Pat Frei­
ermuth. C Kendrick Green, 
OL BJ Finney, QB Dwayne 
Haskins. 

IMPORT ANT LOSSES: C 
Maurkice Pouncey, RG David 
Decastro, LT Alejandro Vil­
lanueva, LB Bud Dupree, CB 
Steve Nelson, DB Mike Hil­
ton. TE Vance McDonald, RB 
James Conner. LB Avery Wil­
liamson. offensive coordinator 
Randy Fichtner. 

agency. The three combined for 
17 Pro Bowls. The collective 
resumes of their replacements 
are thin by comparison save 
for Turner, who signed in June 
just hours after Decastro was 
released. The offense will also 
have to adjust to Matt Canada, 
promoted after Fichtner was 
let go in January. It's a lot of 
moving parts to figure out for 
a team with a brutal schedule 
and the usual sky-high internal 

barring injury. Alex Highsmith 
will take over for Dupree at 
outside linebacker opposite 
T.J. Watt. Devin Bush returns 
from a knee in jury, as does 
Vince Williams, who was cut 
and then re-signed at a lower 
salary. 

The secondary is set with 
Cam Sutton replacing the ef­
fective but expensive Nelson. 
Punter Jordan Berry will have 
to fend off sixth-round draft 
pick Pressley Harvin Ill. 

A running game bolstered by 
Harris' arrival would certain­
ly help take the pressure off 
a short-passing game that be­
came far too predictable after 
Thanksgiving. Canada proved 
to be a wiz while working next 
door at the University of Pitts­
burgh in 2016. The Panthers 
averaged 40 points that season. 
If he can find a way to get the , 
Steelers to around 30 points on 
a regular basis, that should be 
enough considering the talent 
on defense. 

CAMP NEEDS: Roeth­
lisberger took a pay cut to re­
turn for an 18th season. He'll 
do it playing behind a total­
ly revamped offensive line. 
Pouncey retired, Decastro was 
cut and Villanueva left in free 

expectations. 
KEY CAMP COMPETI­

TIONS: The offensive line 
is a bit of a jumble. Green is 
the future at center, but if he 
struggles during camp, JC Has­
senauer and Finney have both 
proven capable. Most of the 
rest of the starting positions 
on both sides of the ball are set 

EXPECTATIONS: Roeth­
lisberger did not come back so 
he could be feted by rocking 
chairs at visiting stadiums in 
what could be a farewell tour. 
The Steelers believe their win­
dow to be a legitimate Super 
Bowl contender remains open 
as long as he's behind center. 

Training camp will be about 
installation and gaining fa­
miliarity with the unfamiliar, 
something not often done in a 
franchise that has long thrived 
on continuity. 

FAN DUEL SUPER 
BOWL ODDS: +4400 

J M -----------------
(Continued from Page 11) 

When they were both getting in­
volved, they could explode for a mon­
ster gain on any given snap. 

"Those big-yard games we had.'' 
Burton said of his top memory of his 
senior campaign. "It was nice having 
the support of the fans, too, during a 
COVID year. Parents could come for 
a little bit and then when everybody 
came back that helped us out a lot with 
all of them there." 

The electric Monarchs will also give 

Linsly and West Virginia coach BJ.De­
pew an added dose of talent on either 
side of the ball. 

"They run hard. I've seen Alex run 
the ball hard on film," Depew said. 
"Dalton is very versatile. He can play 
either back, wide receiver and no doubt 
we're going to use him on defense. 
Don't be surprised if you don 't see him 
on both sides. 

'Tm excited about both of these 
guys." 

STORY-----------------­
(Continued from Page 11) 

"You could see he was 
somebody who was going 
to be able to command 
the team, have the pres­
ence to stand in front of 
a group of twentysome­
things every day and keep 
their attention.'' said Art 
Rooney, now the team 
president. 

That was something 
Cowher did for I 5 sea­
sons. I 70 wins. one Su­
per Bowl title and an ap­
pearance in another. His 
jaw jutting out from un­
derneath a moustache that 
gave him an everyman 
blue-collar vibe. Cowher 
re-established the Steel­
ers as one of the league's 
marquee franchises with 
a style as impassioned as 
Nolrs was professorial. 

"You know. you follow 
a guy like Chuck Noll, J 
don·t even think there's 
any pressure, because 
you're not even going to 
come close to doing what 
he did in terms of ... the 
run they had in the ·10s, 
what he did for the city 
of Pittsburgh and rejuve• 
nating that whole city:· 
Cowher said. 

Maybe. but Cowher 
came pretty close. And 
15 years after stepping 
away. Cowher will follow 
in Notrs footsteps once 
again when he is inducted 
into the Pro Football Hall 

COACHES -

of Fame next month. 
Not bad for a former 

linebacker who spent his 
brief four-year NFL ca­
reer in the early 1980s as 
a special teams ace who 
got by more on guile and 
innate football IQ than 
athletic ability. 

"I just was very aver­
age skill set but I knew 
how to do all the little 
things to get by.'' Cow­
her said. "And so. that 
was my idea. I was like 
a teacher. I always liked 
teaching. And teaching is 
finding a way to connect 
with your students, and 
those were the players. 
those were the coaches. 
and so J embraced it all. .. 

Schottenheimer hired 
Cowher as an assistant 
m Cleveland in I 985 
and the two headed west 
to Kansas City in I 989. 
Cowher spent two years 
as the defensive coordi­
nator for the Chiefs. and 
when the Steelers start­
ed exploring who would 
lead them into the post­
Noll era. Schottenheimer 
gave Cowher a rousing 
endorsement. 

"Even though he was 
that young, Marty felt re­
ally good about him being 
ready to go.'' Rooney said. 

And he wa~. Cowher's 
impact on the Steelers was 
immediate. They made 

(Continued from Page 11) 

the playoffs in each of his 
first six seasons, reaching 
the 1996 Super Bowl be­
fore falling to Dallas. 

Yet the standards for 
success in Pittsburgh ar­
en't what they are else­
where. The Steelers lost 
the AFC championship at 
home in I 994 and 1997. 
A 22-26 stretch around 
the turn of the millenni­
um eroded confidence 
among the team's ardent 
fan base. 

Cowher's bosses, how­
ever, were not concerned. 
Instead. they doubled 
down, offering him a con­
tract extension. 

"I can honestly say we 
never thought hard about 
letting him go at that 
point;' Rooney said. "It 
was a matter of just feel­
ing like we would turn 
the comer and we'd work 
hard to get there to tum 
the comer." 

The Steelers returned 
to the playoffs in 200 I 
but found themselves 
repeating a familiar pat­
tern. They dropped AFC 
championship games to 
Tom Brady and the New 
England Patriots in 2001 
and 2004. Cowher re­
mained upbeat, relying 
on the tenets that pro­
pelled him from Crafton, 
Pennsylvania to the top of 
his profession. 

It was clear as media day unfold­
ed Monday that both states are really 
coming together off the field. too. Both 
seem to be building chemistry in the 
dorm and away from football. 

"They're excited to play and com­
pete.'' 

West Virginia practiced in the later 
window on Sunday, so Depew didn 't 
have many visitors like Huck did be­
cause many of his players went to 
sleep. 

"It's really neat to see how they in­
teract and get along with each other." 
Huck said. ··Even after we got off the 
field (Sunday night). they were coming 
into (the coaches·) rooms and asking 
questions. 

"Everyone was tired (Sunday). so for 
the most part it was very quiet," Depew 
smiled. ··we've not had enough time to 
have anything (bad) happen." 

OHIO------------------
(Continued from Page 11) 

He also had 486 
all-purpose yards. 

Brown was First Team 
All-Eastern District and 
All-OVAC. 

Jeremy, who is the son 
of Nikk Papda, plans to 
attend Eastern Gateway 
Community College. 

EVAN CARPEN-
TER, Martins Ferry -
This former Purple Rider 
was one of the center­
pieces of the offense and 
defense for Coach Chas 
Yoder's team. 

The 6-2, 220 pound­
er recorded 61 solo and 
3 4 assisted tackles as a 
senior. He also had four 
sacks, I O tackles for loss, 
three forced fumbles and 
recovered a fumble. He 
blocked two kicks and 
picked off a pass. Offen­
sively, he rushed for 769 
yards and 14 touchdown. 

Carpenter was named 
First Team All-Ohio as 
a linebacker twice and 
was the Eastern Dis­
trict Defensive Player of 
the Year a like number 
of times. He was All­
OV AC, All-Times Lead­
er and was selected to 
play in the Ohio North­
South Game. 

Evan, who plans to at­
tend Findlay University 
to play football, is the 
son of Sheni and Dan 
Carpenter. 

JOEL CHEV ALIER, 
Warren - This former 
Warrior was an effec­
tive kicker and punter 
for Coach Matt Kimes' 
team. 

The 6-2, I 75 pound­
er averaged 39.3 yards 
per punt with a long of 
67 yards. He dropped 
eight inside the 20 yard 
line and three inside the 
I 0. He had a long of 43 
yards on a field goal. 

Chevalier was named 
All-Ohio Second Team 

and Mid-Ohio Valley 
Punter of the Year. 

Joel, who plans to at­
tend Marietta College. is 
the son of Allan and Kim 
Chevalier. 

DYLAN HART, Fort 
Frye - This former 
Cadet was a defensive 
standout for Huck and 
company. 

The 6-f oot, 2 I 5 
pounder posted 98 tack­
les and four sacks in I I 
games last season, which 
followed up his 1 11 
tackles and three sack 
2019 campaign. He had 
I 1 7 stops as a sopho­
more. 

Hart was First Team 
All-Eastern District 
twice and also to the All­
Ohio First Team. He was 
named All-OVAC. 

Along with football, 
Hart was a standout for 
the Cadets basketball 
team. 

Dylan, who plans to 
attend Glenville State, is 
the son of Scott and Lin• 
da Hart. 

JORDAN JOSEPH, 
Shadyside - This for­
mer Tiger was a deep­
play threat on offense 
and a shut-down de­
fensive back for Coach 
Mark Holenka's team. 

The 5-10, 175 pound­
er recorded 2 8 tackles, 
including 23 solo from 
his comer spot. He also 
picked off three passes, 
forced and recovered a 
fumble. 

Joseph earned 
All-Eastern District First 
Team, All-MOVL, All­
OV AC Honorable Men­
tion and twice named 
Honorable Mention All­
Ohio. 

Along with football, 
Joseph was a key mem• 
ber for the Tiger basket­
ball, baseball and track 
teams. 

Jordan, who is the 
son of Joel Joseph and 
Christina Fuller, plans to 
attend Hocking College 
and play football. 

ROCCO ROMEO, 
Conotton Valley 
This former Rocket was 
a defensive standout for 
Coach Don Hertler's 
team. 

The 5-8, I 65 pounder 
recorded over I 25 tack­
les and IO for loss during 
his career. He recovered 
four fumbles and picked 
off a pass. 

Romeo was First 
Team All-OV AC, Sec- ' 
ond Team All-Eastern 
District and was a team 
captain. 

Rocco. who is the son 
of Douglas and Glenda 
Romeo, plans to attend 
Wilmington College. 

JACOB VISNIC, 
Shadyside - This for­
mer Tiger was a two-way 
mainstay for Holenka's 
team. 

The 6-foot, 225 
pounder rushed for 
I ,246 yards and had 628 
yards receivini in his 
career. Defensively. he 
posted 156 career solo 
tackles with l 4 7 assists. 
including 29 for loss and 
7.5 sacks. 

Visnic was named Sec­
ond Team All-Ohio after 
being named First-Team 
All-Eastern District, All­
OV AC, All-Times Lead­
er and All Valley. 

Also a standout in the 
classroom. Visnic is a 
member of the National 
Honor Society, Academ­
ic All-OV AC and Chem­
istry Club. He's also part 
of the Staying Clean 
Club and was part of the 
football and track teams. 

Jacob, who is the son 
of Melissa Visnic, plans 
to attend Marietta Col­
lege and play football. 

Depew and his staff aligned the 
rooming assignments so that no player 
from the same school was in the same 
room. 

• THE OV AC McDonald"s All-Star 
Band reports to Bethany College today 
to begin its preparations. The band will 
perform a show consistent of music of 
Queen and features nearly 100 mem­
bers. 

Basically, he forced his players to 
make new friends . 

"The goal is to have them get to know 
each other and make relationships that 
will last well beyond this week," De­
pew said. 

OVACNOTES 

• FANS ARE reminded that no tick­
ets will be sold at the gate. All tickets 
must be purchased, in advance, online. 
Information and links to purchase can 
be found at ovac.org 
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SPORTS 
Players report to Bethany College 
for week of OVAC football camp 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

as we are." 
West Virginia actually 

has one less player on its 
BETHANY - It's of- roster because Cameron's 

ficially game week for the Deacon Cannichael in-
7 Sth OVAC Rudy Mumley formed Depew via email 
All-Star Football Game. Sunday morning that he 

After a one-year hiatus was sick and wouldn't be 
due to the COVID-19 pan- reporting. 
demic, the summer sporting On the other side, Huck 
spectacle will return on Sat- and his coaching staff 
urday evening with kick- E;;:::a greeted many of his players 
off slated for 7: 15 p.m. at at the top the steps as they 
Wheeling Island Stadium. trickled m with their fami-

Players and coaches for lies. 
both Ohio and West Virgin- "It's nice to finally meet 
ia reported to their home for the players," Huck said. 
the upcoming week Sunday "You see them on film and 

• at Bethany College to begin you really don't their size 
preparations. and physicality or that kind 

All told, 73 players of thing. But, you see them 
checked in and were on the in person and see tbem with 
practice field during the pads on and practice it's ex-
evening. citing." 

"It's nice to finally be Once the players settled 
here.·· Ohio and Fort Frye into their rooms, they had 
head coach Eric Huck said. team meetings, ate dinner 
"I am excited to meet the and were on the practice 
players and get started. I . . - field for the first time. 
know we're looking for- Neither coach was about 
ward to the week, and I am ._ to let any time go to waste. 
sure the players are, too." "We're going to work 

West Virginia is being right away," Huck said. 
led by Linsly's BJ. Depew "We have to get (the of-
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ST. CLAIRSVILLE Post 159 shortstop 
Braylen Blomquist receives a throw 
at second base to force Beverly-Low­
ell Post 389/750's Caleb Davis (3) 
on Sunday during American Legion 
Region 8 Tournament action on Don 
Coss Field inside the Cambridge City 
Park. 

Post 159 falls 
in Region 8 
Tournament 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

who arrived at Bethany ''t fense and defense) installed. 
College at 11 a.m., which is We're going to get our base CAMBRIDGE - All a baseball man-
an hour before the players stuff in on both sides of the ager can do is ask his team to give itself 
are scheduled to amve. He 6•, ~ ball as well as plays and our a chance to win. St. Clairsville Post 159 
was actually in the middle ~~',. defensive scheme." did that Sunday afternoon as the Region 
of the line among players ~ ·~ Depew and his staff 8 Tournament got underway, but it's how 
and other coaches who itch- T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY wanted to get their "sys- his team got into that position that had 
ing to get going. SHADYSIDE'$ JORDAN Joseph arrives at Bethany terns installed right away" Mike Muklewicz shaking his head. 

"It's great to be here and College to move in for camp leading up to the OVAC with the hopes of having Playing without Will Balgo, Tyler 
I am ready to get started," All-Star Game, which is scheduled for Saturday at basically the entire system Tonkovich and Kobe Hill who were cho-
Depew said. "We had a Wheeling Island Stadium. in place before Tuesday. sentoparticipateinthe75thannualOVAC 
meeting (Sunday after- elected not to participate for roster spots, but once camp "We don't have guys Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game 
noon) and really got to meet one reason or another. opens the OVAC no longer pinned down to positions, and reported to camp earlier Sunday, St. 
the guys and that was neat. "The (changes) weren't permits replacements. even offense or defense in Clairsville uncharacteristically committed 
It's going to be a fun week as bad as it may have "(The roster) is a stress- some cases, but the guys six errors - five fielding - in dropping 
for everyone." sounded because the kids ful part," Depew laughed. will play themselves into an 8-7 decision to Beverly-Lowell Post 

Getting to this point was who ended up being asked "Off the top of my head, I their roles," Depew said. 389/750 on sun-splashed Don Coss Field 
a challenge for both coach- to play were all excited," can think of seven or eight Both teams will have a inside the City Park. 
es. Huck said. changes for sure. There are busy day today. With the loss, Post 159 ( l 3-8) will meet 

Between the two teams, "I think we have 37 darn a lot of changes for a variety Ohio and West Virginia the loser of tonight's Marietta-Cambridge 
upwards of a dozen players, good players." of reasons, but, ultimately, are both scheduled to prac- contest on Tuesday at 6 p.m. in a win-or-
who had originally commit- Game Director Dirk Fitch the guys who are here are tice three times today and go-home scenario. 
ted to the game were need- was working the phones dil- the guys we want because they'll also both take part in "We're struggling to get past the finish 
ed to be replaced after they igently attempting to fill in there as excited to be here media day activities. line with our (number) two, three and four 

------------------------------------------- hitters out of the lineup, but the first few 

Championship banner raised 

V(ESTYfB!JllllA 
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H Phtitoll<IM NORTH 

THE WEST Virginia Roughriders raised their 
2019 AAL championship banner prior to Saturday 
night's alumni game inside WesBanco Arena. For 
more details on the Roughriders and Saturday 
niaht's festivities. see Tuesday's edition. 

Mets rally by Pirates 
PITTSBURGH (AP) ries surrounding the All-Star 

Michael Conforto hit a two- break. 
run homer in the ninth inning Walker, who pitched in the 
to complete a huge comeback All-Star Game on Tuesday 
and the New York Mets over- night, hurt himself with a huge 
came an embarrassing gaffe misplay in the first inning that 
by All-Star pitcher Taijuan led to an argument and the 
Walker to beat the Pittsburgh ejection of Mets manager Luis 
Pirates 7-6 Sunday. Rojas. 

Trailing 6-0 in the first in- Bryan Reynolds hit an RBI 
ning, the Mets rallied to sal- single and John Nogowski 
vage a rugged weekend at PNC doubled for a quick 3-0 lead, 
Park. The NL East leaders and two walks loaded the bas­
lost stars Jacob deGrom and es with one out. 
Francisco Lindor to injuries, Kevin Newman hit a drib­
then dropped Saturday night's bier down the third base line 
game when closer Edwin Diaz and the ball started out in foul 
gave up a two-out grand slam territory, but then began spin­
in the ninth that capped Pitts- ning back toward the line. 
burgh's six-run comeback. Walker swooped in and 

Conforto connected off swatted at the ball, trying to 
closer Richard Rodriguez ( 4- make contact while it was still 
2), who blew his third save in foul ground. But TV replays 
in 16 opportunities. Dominic showed the ball was touching 
Smith led off the ninth with a the chalk when Walker hit 
single and Conforto followed it, and plate umpire Jeremy 
with his fourth homer. Riggs correctly called it a fair 

The Mets lost four of seven ball. 
to Pittshurnh in a oair of se- c--- n1c,ATc~ o--- D'l 

innings we put ourselves in a good posi­
tion," Muklewicz offered. "But then the 
wall of errors just started corning down. 
We had six (errors) I think, right? What 
are you going to do, especially with a de­
pleted lineup offensively, you are not go­
ing to make up for six errors." 

Leading 3-l after three innings, Bever­
ly-Lowell (22-5) scored three unearned 
runs in the top of the fourth to take a 4-3 
lead it wouldn't relinquish. It then plated 
one in the fifth, two in the sixth and one in 
the seventh to grab an 8-5 advantage. 

See, 159, Page 82 
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Conforto HR In 9th 
Sinks Pirates, 7-6 

Photo by Seth Staskey 
Linsly's Hunter Kelley carries a television into his 
dorm at Bethany College where the West Virginia 
and Ohio squads will hold camp all week to prepare 
for Saturday's 75th OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game. 

OVAC All-Stars 
Get Settled In 
Players Arrive At Bethany 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 
BETHANY It's 

AP Photo 
Pittsburgh Pirates' Gregory Polanco scores past New York Mets starting pitcher Taijuan Walker, right, 
and catcher Tomas Nido on an infield hit by Kevin Newman and a fielding error during the first inning 
Sunday in Pittsburgh. Three runs scored on the fielding error by Walker. 

officially game week for 
the 75th OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Foot­
ball Game. 

Frye head coach Eric 
Huck said. "I am excited 
to meet the players and 
get started. I know we're 
looking forward to the 
week, and I am sure the 
players are, too." 

Mets Overcome Early Gaffe To Secure Comeback After a one-year hia­
tus due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the summer 
sporting spectacle will re­
turn on Saturday evening 
with kickoff slated for 
7: 15 p.m. at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

West Virginia is led 
by Linsly's B.J. Depew 
who arrived at Betha­
ny College at 11 a.m., 
which is an hour before 
the players are scheduled 
to arrive. He was actually 
in the middle of the line 
among players and other 
coaches who are itching 
to get going. 

By ALAN SAUNDERS 
Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH - Michael 
Conforto hit a two-run homer 
in the ninth inning to complete 
a huge comeback and the New 
York Mets overcame an embar­
rassing gaffe by All-Star pitcher 
Taijuan Walker to beat the Pitts­
burgh Pirates 7-6 Sunday. 

Trailing 6-0 in the first in­
ning, the Mets rallied to salvage 
a rugged weekend at PNC Park. 
The NL East leaders lost stars 
Jacob deGrom and Francisco 
Lindor to injuries, then dropped 
Saturday night's game when 

SEE INS1DE 
• Pirates sign first-overall 
draft pick Henry Davis for 
$6.SM signing bonus/12 

closer Edwin Diaz gave up a 
two-out grand slam in the ninth 
that capped Pittsburgh's six-run 
comeback. 

Conforto connected off closer 
Richard Rodriguez (4-2), who 
blew his third save in 16 oppor­
tunities. 

Dominic Smith led off the 
ninth with a single and Conforto 

followed with his fourth homer. 
The Mets lost four of seven to 

Pittsburgh in a pair of series sur­
rounding the All-Star break. 

Walker, who pitched in the 
All-Star Game on Tuesday night, 
hurt himself with a huge misplay 
in the first inning that led to an 
argument and the ejection of 
Mets manager Luis Rojas. 

Bryan Reynolds hit an RBI 
single and John Nogowski dou­
bled for a quick 3-0 lead, and 
two walks loaded the bases with 
one out. 

Please see PIRATES. Page JO 

Players and coaches 
for both Ohio and West 
Virginia reported to 
their home for the up­
coming week Sunday at 
Bethany College to be­
gin preparations. 

All told, 73 players 
checked in and were on 
the practice field during 
the evening. 

"It's nice to finally 
be here," Ohio and Fort 

"It's great to be here 
and I am ready to get start­
ed," Depew said. "We 
had a meeting (Sunday 
afternoon) and really got 
to meet the guys and that 
was neat. It's going to be 
a fun week for everyone." 

Please see OVAC. Page JO 

'Best Virginia' Survives Scare To Advance In TBT 
CHARLESTON - It certainly 

wasn't easy but Best Virginia nar­
rowly escaped a first round scare to 
WoCo Showtime in The Basketball 
Tournament on Saturday by a 70-
6 7 final score inside the Charleston 
Civic Center. 

In fact, Wheeling Central grad 
Chase Harler said it best via Twit­
ter. "Survive & Advance! This is so 
much fun." 

In round two, Best Virginia will 
take on No. 7 D2 tonight at 9 p.m. 
on ESPN2. 

Coach James Long's squad shot 
48% from the field and 29% from 
3-point range, while only heading 
to the free-throw line four times and 
hitting two of those attempts. 

Much like in its exhibition con-

test in Wheeling, Best Virginia was 
slow out of the gates in its TBT 
opener, falling behind l 0-4. 

The Mountaineer alumni squad 
regrouped, taking a 30-29 edge into 
the break before reeling off a 12-0 
spurt to begin the second half. 

Despite the momentum, Best Vir­
ginia's lead was trimmed to 48-43 
after three frames. 

With four minutes remaining, 
Best Virginia led 61-48 as the Elam 
Ending (add eight points to leading 
team's score and first team to reach 
that total wins the game) was set 
into motion. WoCo Showtime out­
scored the Mountaineers 19-9 over 
the remainder of the action but Best 
Virginia found a way to pull out 
the win in the end as Kevin Jones 

Morikawa Is 
Briti~h On~n 

dropped in the game-winning buck­
et. 

Jones led all Best Virginia scorers 
and turned in a double-double with 
18 points and 13 rebounds, going 9 
of 18 from the field. 

John Flowers was solid with 
15 points, Tarik Phillip recorded 
a double-double of 11 points and 
IO boards and Jamel Morris tallied 
nine points. 

Harler bucketed three points, two 
rebounds and one assist in seven 
minutes of action. 

·, ~ 

"Seriously ... (shoutout) to all the ----.__ 
WVU fans that came out (Saturday) ~---- Photo by Cody Tomer 

to the (Civic Center) to show us old John Flowers and WVU alumni squad 'Best Vir­
guys some love," Flower said Sat- ginia' prevailed over 'WoCo Showtime' Saturday 
urday night on Twitter. "(Hope) we to advance to second-round action tonight in The 
see y'all Monday!" Basketball Tournament. 

Two South African Soccer 
Plavers Positive For COVID 



MORIKAWA ________________ _ 
(Continued from Page 9) 

After tapping in for par to win by two 
shots over Jordan Spieth. he gave a fist 
pump before applauding the spectators. 

Before long. he was being handed the 
claret jug that so many go their entire 
career without winning. He gazed ador­
ingly at it. then thrust it into the air and 
gave it a kiss. 

"Those are the moments. the few sec­
onds that you embrace so much,·· he 
said. ··And you look around. every seat 
is packed. Everywhere is packed with 
people." 

They were seeing a young player al­
ready halfway to the career Grand Slam 
after eight starts. the first since Bobby 
Jones in I 926 to win two majors in 
so few appearances. He follows Gene 
Sarazen. Jones. Jack Nicklaus. Seve 
Ballesteros. Tiger Woods. Rory Mcil­
roy and Spieth in winning multiple ma­
jors before turning 25. 

His total of 15-under 265 was a 72-
hole record in I 5 British Opens at Roy­
al St. George's. In 13 of them. the win­
ning score has been 5 under or lower. 

"When you make history.'' he said. 
"it's hard to grasp, it's hard to really 
take it in ... At 24 years old. it's so hard 
to look back at the two short years that I 
have been a pro and see what I've done 
because I want more." 

He did it with style amid immaculate 
weather on the links off Sandwich Bay. 
flushing -.hob with his iron~ and get­
ting up-and-down on the rare occasion,; 
he found trouble. He called his putting 
display one of the best of his short ca­
reer. turning a statistical weakness into 
a strength. 

Starting the final round one shot be-

hind Louis Oosthuizen. Morikawa was 
tied for the lead after four holes and 
then made three straight birdies on Nos. 
7-9 to overtake the South African. who 
hadn't trailed since the 12th hole of his 
second round. 

Morikawa made key par saves -
pumping his fist both times - at Nos. 
IO and 15. between which he rolled 
a birdie putt up and over a ridge and 
into the cup on the 14th to build a two­
stroke lead he never lost. Spieth parred 
his final four holes and also shot 66. 

By making par at the last after an­
other perfect drive. Morikawa played 
his final 31 holes without a bogey on a 
course that has confounded many great 
players because of its quirky bounces 
and undulating fairways. 

All the more remarkable was that 
this was his first major test on a seaside 
links. Morikawa had little experience 
with this style of golf before playing the 
Scottish Open last week at The Renais­
sance Club. which is not a traditional 
links but featured the kind of tight lies 
and rolling terrain that prepared him for 
it. He even had three new irons in his 
bag this week. 

He completed a feat achieved by Ben 
Curtis on the same course in 2003. win­
ning golf's oldest championship in his 
links debut. 

For Oosthuizen. who was seeking a 
wire-to-wire win and a second claret jug 
- he had a runaway victory at St. An­
drews in 20 IO - it wa~ another near 
miss in a career full of them. He was 
runner-up this year at the PGA Champi­
onship and the U.S. Open. two of his six 
second-place finishes at majors. 

OVAC-------------
(Continued from Page 9) 

Getting to this point was a challenge 
for both coaches. 

Between the two teams. upwards of a 
dozen players. who had originally com­
mitted to the game were needed to be 
replaced after they elected not to partic­
ipate for one reason or another. 

·'The (changes) weren't as bad as it 
may have sounded because the kids 
who ended up being asked to play were 
all excited." Huck said. "I think we have 
3 7 dam good players... . 

Game Director Dirk Fitch was work­
ing the phones diligently attempting to 
fill in roster spots. but once camp opens 
the OV AC no longer permits replace­
ments. 

"(The roster) i-; a stressful part,'' De­
pew laughed. ''Off the top of my head. 
I can think of seven or eight changes 
for sure. There are a lot of change~ for 
a variety of reason!>. but. ultimately. the 
guys who are here are the guys we want 
because there as excited to be here as 
we are:· 

West Virginia actually has one less 
player on its roster because Cameron· s 
Deacon Carmichael informed Depew 
via email Sunday morning that he was 
sick and wouldn't be reporting. 

On the other side. Huck and his 
coaching staff greeted many of his play­
ers at the top the steps as they trickled in 

with their families. 
"It's nice to finally meet the players.'' 

Huck said. •'You see them on film and 
you really don't their size and physical­
ity or that kind of thing. But. you see 
them in person and see them with pads 
on and practice it's exciting."' 

Once the players settled into their 
rooms. they had team meetings. ate din­
ner and were on the practice field for the 
first time. 

Neither coach was about to let any 
time go to waste. 

''We're going to work right away.'' 
Huck said. "We have to get (the offense 
and defense) installed. We're going to 
get our base l.tuff in on both sides of the 
ball as well as plays and our defensive 
scheme ... 

Depew and his .'itaff wanted to get 
their "system, installed right away•· 
with the hopes of having basically the 
entire sy!-ilcm in place before Tuesday. 

"We don't have guys pinned down 
to positions. even offense or defense in 
some cases. but the guys will play them­
selves into their roles.'' Depew said. 

Both teams will have a busy day to­
day. 

Ohio and West Virginia are both 
scheduled to practice three times today 
and they'll also both take part in media 
day activities. 

PIRATES 
(Continued from Page 9) 

Kevin Newman hit a dribbler down 
the third base line and the ball started out 
in foul territory, but then began spinning 
back toward the line. 

Walker swooped in and swatted at 
the ball, trying to make contact while it 
was still in foul ground. But TV replays 
showed the ball was touching the chalk 
when Walker hit it, and plate umpire Jer­
emy Riggs correctly called it a fair ball. 

Walker turned to argue the call as the 
ball rolled toward the Pirates dugout, and 
no Mets reacted to retrieve it. The three 
Pittsburgh runners took off and kept run­
ning, and all came around to score. 

Walker said he tried to swat the ball 
into the dugout. 

"Obviously, I thought it was foul," 
Walker said. "It was so close .... I thought 
I flipped it in the dugout. I didn't even re­
alize it was still in play. It was just one of 
those plays that just happen. Crazy play.'' 

Walker was charged with an error on 
the play, while Newman was credited 
with a single and one RBI. 

Rojas immediately ran out to argue the 
call and was ejected. He said he wanted 
the umpires to conference to make sure 
the correct call was made, even though 
the play was not reviewable. 

Walker said Rojas' passionate defense 
helped the team get back into the game 
after a lackluster start. 

After walking pitcher JT Brubaker. 
Walker was pulled from the game. He al­
lowed six runs on four hit and four walks 
while recording just one out. 

The Mets began to rally with Smith's 
RBI single in the third. In the fourth, 
pinch-hitter Travis Blankenhorn hit his 
first major league homer, a three-run 
shot to the riverwalk beyond right-center 
field to make it 6-4. 

Jeff McNeil scored on right fielder 
Gregory Polanco's throwing error in the 
sixth to bring the Mets to within a run. 

ROSTER MOVES 
The Pirates reinstated right-handed re­

lief pitcher Duane Underwood Jr. from 
the injured list and optioned right-handed 
reliever Nick Mears to Triple-A Indianap­
olis. Underwood had been out since July 
8 with right side discomfort. 

The Mets placed deGrom on the 1 O­
day injured list with right forearm tight­
ness. The ace had been scheduled to start 
on Sunday. but was scratched. An MRI 
revealed no structural damage. 

UP NEXT 
Pirates: Chase De Jong ( l-3. 5.59) 

will start on Monday as the Pirates start 
a six-game road trip with three games 
against Arizona. 

INDIANS 4, ATHLETICS 2 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) - Bradley 

Zimmer had three hits, including a home 
run on All-Star Chris Bassitt's first pitch, 
to help Cleveland beat Oakland. 

PADRES 10, NATIONALS 4 
NATIONALS 8, PADRES 7 

WASHINGTON (AP) - Alcides Es­
cobar homered in the eighth inning and 
hit a winning single in the ninth Sunday 
as the Washington Nationals wrapped up 
a disturbing weekend with an 8-7 win 
over the San Diego Padres. 

A day after the game was suspended in 
the sixth inning because of a shooting out-

side Nationals Park. the Padres completed 
a I 0-4 victory. Washington then came 
back to end a six-game losing streak. 

YANKEES 9, RED SOX I 
NEW YORK (AP) - Gleyber Torres 

and Rougned Odor homered to back an­
other strong start from Jameson Taillon 
as depleted~New York beat Boston. 

WHITE SOX 4, ASTROS 0 
CHICAGO (AP) - Carlos Rodon 

allowed one hit through seven dominant 
innings, Yoan Moncada and Tim Ander­
son hit solo homers and Chicago topped 
Houston. 

MARINERS 7, ANGELS 4 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) - Ty France 

hit a three-run homer. Logan Gilbert 
struck out a career-high nine and Seat­
tle defeated Los Angeles despite Shohei 
Ohtani's 34th homerof the season. 

PHILLIES 4, MARLINS 2 
PHILLIES 7, MARLINS 4 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) - J.T. Real­
muto followed a two-run walk-off homer 
in the completion of a suspended game 
with a 3-for-5 perfonnance with two 
RBIs and Philadelphia beat Miami in the 
regularly scheduled series finale. 

BLUEJAYSS,RANGERS0 
BLUE JAYS 10, RANGERS 0 

BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) - Hyun Jin 
Ryu threw a three-hitter in the opener. 
and Steven Matz and two relievers com­
bined for another shutout in the second 
game as Toronto blanked Texas in both 
halves of a doubleheader. 

RAYS 7, BRAVES 5 
ATLANTA (AP) - Yandy Diaz 

homered during a four-run rally in the 
seventh inning and Tampa Bay beat At­
lanta. The Rays completed their 28th 
come-from-behind win and took two of 
three in the series. 

ROCKIES 6, DODGERS 5 
(10 INNINGS) 

DENVER (AP) - Charlie Blackmon 
hit a solo homer in the bottom of the 
1 0th inning, leading Colorado over Los 
Angeles. 

CARDINALS 2, GIANTS I 
ST. LOUIS (AP) - Harrison Bad­

er put St. Louis ahead with a checked­
swing single off the glove of first base­
men LaMonte Wade Jr. in the seventh 
inning in a win over San Francisco. 

DIAMONDBACKS 6, CUBS 4 
PHOENIX (AP) - Merrill Kelly 

threw eight solid innings. Eduardo Es­
cobar hit a two-run homer and Arizona 
avoided a three-game sweep with a win 
over Chicago. 

BREWERS 8, REDS 0 
CINCINNATI (AP) - Corbin Burnes 

pitched sharply into the ninth. leading 
Milwaukee over Cincinnati. The Brewers 
stretched their NL Central lead to seven 
games over second-place Cincinnati. 

TIGERS 7, TWINS 0 
DETROIT (AP) - Jeimer Candelario 

homered. drove in three rum, and <;tarted 
two double plays as Detroit finished a 
weekend sweep of Minnesota. 

ORIOLES 5, ROYALS 0 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) - Matt 

Harvey ended his nine-game losing 
skid with his best performance in years. 
pitching six crisp innings and sending 
Baltimore over Kansas City. 

Two - ----------------------------------------
(Conunued from Page 9) 

The Olympics. which were 
postponed for a year because 
of the pandemic. are set to offi­
cially open Friday and run until 
Aug. 8. 

The two soccer players and 
a team video analyst who also 
tested positive had been moved 
to "the Tokyo 2020 isolation 
facility.'' the South African 
Olympic committee said. The 
rest of the squad members and 
officials had also been quaran­
tined. 

Those positive tests further 
stoked local fears. with the 
South African team scheduled 
to play against host nation Ja­
pan in its first game on Thurs­
day. 

There has already been con­
sistent opposition from the 
Japanese public to holding the 

Olympics during the pandem­
ic. with fears that it could be­
come a super-spreader event 
and cause a spike in infections 
among Japanese people. 

Bach and the IOC have in­
sisted it will be safe and have 
forged ahead against most 
medical advice. The IOC says 
it sees the Games as a chance 
to foster international solidarity 
during difficult times. but the 
lOC would also lose billions 
of dollars in broadcast rights if 
the Games were to be canceled 
completely. 

Also Sunday. Team South 
Africa confirmed the coach of 
its rugby sevens team also test­
ed positive at a pre-Olympics 
training camp in the southern 
Japanese city of Kagoshima. 
He was also in isolation there 

and would miss the entire rug­
by competition. the team said. 

And there were other Olym­
pics-related positive tests. 
Olympic organizers said that 
another athlete had tested 
positive, although they were 
not residing in the Olympic 
Village. The athlete was not 
named and only identified as 
"non-Japanese." 

The first International Olym­
pic Committee official was re­
ported as positive. He record­
ed a positive test on Saturday 
when arriving at a Tokyo air­
port. The IOC confirmed the 
test and identified him as IOC 
member Ryu Seung-min of 
South Korea. He was reported­
ly being held in isolation, too. 

Former distance runner and 
world championship bronze 

medalist Tegla Loroupe, the 
chief of mission of the IOC's 
Refugee Olympic Team, tested 
positive for COYID-19 before 
the team was to depart its Doha. 
Qatar, training base for Tokyo, 
two people with knowledge of 
her condition told the AP. The 
team delayed its arrival in To­
kyo while Loroupe is expected 
to stay behind, according to the 
two people, who requested an­
onymity because they weren't 
authorized to reveal medical 
information. 

Organizers say that 55 peo­
ple linked to the Olympics in 
Japan have reported positive 
tests since July 1, but that fig­
ure does not include athletes or 
others who may have arrived 
for training camps but are not 
yet under the "jurisdiction" of 

the organizing committee. 
The British Olympic Asso­

ciation said six athletes and 
two staff in the track and field 
squad are isolating at the team's 
pre-Olympic base in Yokoha­
ma after being deemed close 
contacts of a person who tested 
positive following their flight 
to Japan. U.S. tennis player 
Coco Gauff didn 't travel to Ja­
pan after testing positive for the 
corona virus. 

Tokyo reported 1.008 new 
COVID-19 cases on Sunday, 
the 29th straight day that cas­
es were higher than seven days 
previously. It was also the 
fifth straight day with more 
than 1.000 cases. The Olym­
pics will open under a state of 
emergency in Tokyo and three 
neighboring prefecture!>. 
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Depew Believes W.Va. LBs Can Match Ohio's RBs 
By SETH STASKEY 

For the News-Register 
With Ohio expected to be a nm-ori­

ented team, West Virginia head coach 
BJ. Depew expects his linebackers to 
play a key role next Saturday in the 
OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star Foot­
ball Game. 

Depew believes he and his staff have 
the pieces to match up with the Buck­
eye State on the second level of their 
defense. 

"We have some real talent in kids 
who are multiple-year starters," Depew 
said. "We have a couple of team-lead­
ing tackler guys and most are two-way 
players." 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
JASON BEISEL, MagnoUa -

This former Blue Eagle shined on both 

SATURDAY'S 
BEST 
MLB 

■ 4 p.m. - Cleve­
land at Oakland, FS1 
■ 7p.m.-New 

York Mets at Pitts­
burgh, ATT 

'Best Virginia' Opens TBT 
Vs. 'WoCo Showtime' 

■ 7 p.m.-San 
Francisco at St. Louis 
OR Boston at New 
York Yankees OR 
Houston at Chicago 
White Sox, FOX 

NBA 
■ 9p.m.-NBA 

finals, Milwaukee at 
Phoenix, Game 5, ABC 

TBT 
■ Noon-Herd That 

vs. Team DRC, ESPN 
■ 2 p.m. - Waco 

Showtime vs. Best 
Virginia, ESPN 

SUNDAY'S BEST 
MLB 

■ 1 p.m. -San 
Diego at Washington, 
TBS 
■ 1 p.m.-New 

York Mets at Pitts­
burgh 
■ 7 p.m. - Boston 

at New York Yankees, 
ESPN 

TBT 
■ Noon - Bucket­

neers vs. War Ready, 
ESPN 
■ 4 p.m. - Armored 

Athlete vs. HBCUnited, 
ESPN 

Gaine Tips Off At 
2 p.m. on ESPN 

By CODY TOMER 
Sports Writer 

WHEELING - After 
two exhibition games and 
plenty of practice, Best 
Virginia finally gets start­
ed today for real against 
WoCo Showtime as The 
Basketball Tournament 
tips off in Charleston at 2 
p.m. on ESPN. 

The West Virginia 
alumni squad went 2-0 in 
exhibition games and en­
ters the tournament as the 
No. 2 seed in the Charles­
ton Region. 

The Mountaineer squad -=--~~~~= 
consists of Teyvon My-
ers, Jonathan Holton, Ju­
wan Staten, Kevin Jones, 
Nathan Adrian, Chase 
Harler, Alex Ruoff, Lo­
gan Routt, John Flowers 
and Sagaba Konate. 

They'll be going up 
against Wofford's alum­
ni team in the opening 
round, which includes 
Larry McKnight, Eric 
Garcia, Emmitt Williams 
V, Fletcher Magee, Keith 
Braxton, Nate Hoover,,..__ ____________ .............. _ _ ......, 
Dylan Carl, Lee Skinner' Photo by Cody Tomer 
Spencer Collins and Neil Teyvon Myers and the rest of the Best VirginJa squad 
Rasnake. open TBT play today with a 2 p.m. tipoff against WoCo 

Magee is the NCAA Showtlme on ESPN. 
Division I record hold- Virginia head coach 
er for career 3-pointers James Long said. "They 
with 509, which he set in are going to be good. 
2019, passing Oakland's They play well off each 
Travis Bader's mark of other and they added a 
504 in 2014. couple of big guys to 

Magee was also on the work off their shooters. 
first team in school his- Hoover can really shoot it 
tory to punch its ticket to and Fletcher Magee is the 
the March Madness and No. 1 3-point shooter in 
he will certainly give Best D-1 history so they will be 
Virginia a quality test in a tough test." 
the first round. A win for Best Virgin-

"I actually transferred ia will give it a second 
from Wofford, so I know round date with the win­
a lot of those guys," Best ner of No. IO Bleed Vir­

ginia or No. 7 D2. With-

out trying to look too far 
ahead, it is possible that 
Charleston may play host 
to a third round matchup 
of rivals Best Virginia 
and No. 3 seed Herd That, 
Marshall's alumni squad, 
which includes brothers 
Ot and Jon Elmore. 

"I hope it works out to 
where we can play each 
other," Long said. "We 
both have a lot to accom• 
plish before we can get 

Please see TBT 
Page C2 

Love Out, U.S. Basketball Adds Two More 
By BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 
The U.S. basketball 

team has lost two games 
and now two players on its 
road to Tokyo. 

Kevin Love withdrew 
frnm thP {)lvn,n;,.., nn ~"-

against the Americans, 
and had appeared in two 
of their exhibition games. 

McGee, who played 
for the Cleveland Cav­
aliers and Denver Nug­
gets last season, has won 
t hra.a l\10 A t; ♦lnr ~,.♦ kn ~ 

former Bruin impacted the games in a 
bevy of ways for Coach Mac McLean's 
team. 

The 5-9, I 80 pounder played run­
ning back primarily for the Bruins and 
earned four letters. 

Along with football, he lettered twice 
in track and field. 

Away from sports, he's a member of 
the principal' s list and has completed 
both the carpentry and electrical pro­
gram. 

He's also active in the community 
through coaching youth sports and pro­
moting Autism Awareness. 

Drake, who plans to attend Bethany 
College, is the son of Curt and Kather­
ine Hukill. 

Please see Match, Page C2 

Highlanders Play For 
Division Title Today 

By CODY TOMER 
Sports Writer 

WHEELING 
One more win and 
the West Virginia 
Highlanders Football 
Club will bring home 
the Ohio Valley Pre­
mier League's Valley 

Division title in just 
its first season as a pro­

gram. 
T h e Highlanders ( 6-2- 1 ) defeated 

Century United on Thursday I -0 on a goal 
from West Liberty's Bernardo Vilchis. 

Today, the club travels to Columbus to face 
Ohio Premier with the Valley Division title on 
the line. 

"We're the only team in the whole league 
that's not from a big city," Highlanders coach 
Ryan Wall said. "When we started we didn't 
know what we had. We just wanted to put to­
gether a team that was good to watch and pro­
vide some entertainment for people coming to 
games - some high level entertainment. Then, 
in the first game, we realized that we had some­
thing special and it raised our expectations a lit­
tle bit. 

"Winning the division is the goal but we just 
want to finish strong more generally. Longer 
term, we want to build on this year's success 
and grow the organization and make it a fixture 
in Wheeling for years to come." 

Please see Highlanders, Page C2 

AP Photo 
Pittsburgh Pirates' John Nogowski, left, and 
New York Mets starting pitcher Marcus Stro­
man, fourth from right, exchange words as play­
ers and coaches arrive during the sixth inning of 
Friday's game In Pittsburgh. 

Benches Clear In Bucs' 
Victory Over New York 

grounding out to sec­
ond base in the fifth. 
He took a few steps out 
of the batter's box but 
then peeled off toward 
the Mets' dugout on 
the first base side. 

In the bottom half, 
the benches cleared af­
ter Mets starter Marcus 

By JOHN 
PERROTTO 

Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH 

Coming off their first 
All-Star appearances, 
Bryan Reynolds hom­
ered and Adam Frazier 
hit a two-run single 
to lead the Pittsburgh 
D:.-n+ .... ..., ♦"" ,.. +,... .... +•• A 1 C"+ .. ..-.. ....... ~ .... ; • • ~--...J 1...:.-\.. 
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Black Bears Blanked, 2-0 
MORGANTOWN -

The West Virginia Black 
Bears were held to just 
three hits during Friday 
night's loss to the State 
College Spikes in a 2-0 
setback. 

TBT 
Co111i11uedfrom Page C 1 

Jake Reinhardt paced 
the Black Bears with a 
double. while Ryan Mc­
Coy. and Jesse Pierce 
each recorded singles in 
the loss. 

Grant Hussey and 

began. 

Kaeber Rog were the 
only other Black Bears to 
reach base and both were 
via walks. 

Michael Slaten paced 
the Spikes with a double, 
a triple and a RBI. 

there but it would be great for Charles­
ton." 

With top teams and talented players 
competing for the one-million dollar 
prize, it will take Best Virginia's best 
effort to reach the pinnacle. 

Sideline Cancer. last year's run­
ner-up. is the top seed in the Charleson 
Region. 

Ohio State alumni team and 2019 
TBT champion. Carmen's Crew is the 
No. 1 seed in the Columbus Region 
and is 12-3 in the tournament since it 

''I think it's going to be the team that 
plays the hardest and executes the little 
things the most," Long said. "That will 
be the team that makes a deep run or 
wins this whole thing." 

HIGHLANDERS---------
Cr>11ti1111ed from Page CI 

A division title means 
the Highlanders will 
go play~ in Cincinnati 
against the Western Con­
ference·-. River Division 
champ for the overall 
championship Saturday, 
July 24. 

··1 think we were able 
to pull together a really 
good group of players ... 
Wall said. ·'We're able 
to get them to combine 
and work together re­
ally well. A big part of 
that was our connec­
tions and relationships 
with Wheeline. Univer 
sity' s and West Liber­
ty University's men·!) 
programs. We were able 
to grab some of the top 
players from those pro­
grams and on top of 
that we· ve put a lot of 

MATCH 
Co11ti1111edfro111 Page CI 

SILAS MCKEEV • 
ER. Magnolia - This 
former Blue Eagles 
played four different po­
sitions for Coach Chap­
man· s squad. 

The 6-foot. 200 
pounder was named 
AII-OV AC after spend­
ing time at quarterback. 
running back. linebacker 
and tight end. 

work in on the training 
grounds and got the guys 
to buy in to what we are 
trying to do." 

One of those Wheeling 
University players who 
has made an impact is 
Ritchie Afolayanka. who 
has accounted for six 
goals in nine games and 
ranks third in the league 
in goals scored. 

'The interesting thing 
is we have players from 
different countries and 
local players," Wall said. 
"Everyone on the field is 
really clicking like they 
are from the same place 
and there is no distinc­
tion at all. Everyone is 
getting along well and 
it's a great group to work 
with and there is mutual 
respect all around.,. 

Silas plans to attend 
Fainnont State. 

CODY POE, Hun­
dred - This fonner 
Hornet put forth an 
impressive career in 
playing for Coach DJ. 
Byrd's team. 

The 6-1, 2 10 pounder 
posted 415 tackles, 12 
sacks and forced eight 
fumbles in his career. He 

On Sunday, July 11, 
the Highlanders deliv­
ered their most exciting 
victory of the season 
with a 3-2 win over the 
previously unbeaten 
Ohio Galaxies Dutch Li­
ons. 

The Highlanders found 
themselves trailing 2-0 
with seven minutes re­
maining and Wheeling 
University 's Lucas Fie­
vet netted a pair of goals 
and Afolayanka add­
ed one to complete the 
comeback victory. 

"We've got a habit of 
just not giving up," Wall 
said. "We don't quit and 
adding to that, we have 
three or four guys with 
some exceptional skill 
sets. Not many teams in 
the league have that." 

also scored I O TDs and 
had 210 receiving yards. 

Twice, Poe was named 
to the All-State Honor­
able Mention team. He 
was twice an All-Mason 
Dixon Team pick as well 
as an All-OV AC team. 

Cody, who plans to en­
list in the United States 
Army, is the son of D.J. 
and Betsy Byrd. 

BROADWAY IS BACK! 
Subscribe TODAY to lock in the BEST seats! 

U.S. 
Continued from Page CJ 

The U.S. was already 
short-handed before the 
losses of Beal and Love. 
Milwaukee's Jrue Holi­
day and Khris Middleton, 
along with Phoenix star 
Devin Booker, won't join 
the team until after the 
NBA Finals. 

expected to be in jeopar­
dy - the Americans are 
currently without half the 
players they will take to 
Tokyo. 

Guard Zach La Vine 
said he didn't have any 
concerns about the team's 
readiness. 

got to go out here and get 
the job done regardless. 

"So I don't think any­
body's going to feel bad 
for us or try to take it 
easy. 

"It's just what it is and 
we've got to stil I get a job 
done." 

With them not joining 
the team until after camp 
and forward Jerami Grant 
also in health and safe­
ty protocols - though 
with his Olympics not 

"I think we're the best 
basketball players in the 
world," he said. "We're 
able to compete and do 
things under certain cir -
cumstances and we've 

The Americans 
dropped their first two 
games before beating Ar­
gentina. They have one 
exhibition left against 
Spain. 

Bucs 
Continuedfrom Page Cl 

The teams split four games last 
weekend in New York. 

Stroman (6-8) gave up just the two 
runs on Frazier's single in five innings 
while scattering eight hits. He struck 
out two and walked none. 

Richard Rodriguez pitched a score­
less ninth for his 13th save in 15 
chances. 

Wilmer Difo also homered for Pitts­
burgh, a drive to the back of the right 
field stands in the sixth off Drew Smith 
that made it 3-1. Difo, Reynolds and 
Jacob Stallings each had two hits for 
the Pirates. 

The Mets got their run in the fourth 
when Pete Alonso walked and scored 
on Jonathan Villar's groundout. After 
winning his second consecutive All­
Star Home Run Derby on Monday 
night, Alonso reached base four times 
on a double and three walks. 

ROSTER MOVES 
Pirates: INF/OF Philip Evans was 

activated from the concussion IL and 
RHP Nick Mears was recalled from 
Triple-A Indianapolis, while INF/OF 
Cole Tucker was optioned to Indianap­
olis. Evans had been sidelined since 
July 6. 

The Pirates had a roster spot open 
after placing LHP Sam Howard (right 
oblique strain) on the injured list Tues­
day. 

RED SOX 4, YANKEES 0 
NEW YORK (AP) - Eduardo Ro­

driguez shut down the short-handed 
Yankees into the sixth inning, Christian 
Arroyo and J.D. Martinez homered and 
the Boston Red Sox beat their rivals 
4-0 on Friday night with New York 
missing slugger Aaron Judge and five 
others due to a coronavirus outbreak. 

A day after the series opener was 
postponed for testing and contact trac­
ing, Judge, third baseman Gio Urshe­
la and catcher Kyle Higashioka were 
added to the COVID-19 injured list. 
They joined Yankees pitchers Jonathan 
Loaisiga, Nestor Cortes Jr. and Wandy 
Peralta, who have also tested positive 
over the past week. 

New York was also without first 
baseman Luke Voit, who went on the 
injured list Friday with a bone bruise 
in his left knee. 

Rodriguez (7-5) allowed two hits 
over 5 2/3 innings, retiring IO straight 
during one stretch and finishing with 
eight strikeouts. Hirokazu Sawamura 
got the final out of the sixth, and Tan­
ner Houck pitched the final three in­
nings, closing out Boston's three-hitter 
for his first big league save. 

Arroyo hit a two-run drive during a 
three-run second inning against starter 
Jordan Montgomery (3-5). He also had 
a double against Domingo Gennan in 
the seventh. 

Martinez connected against Justin 
Wilson in the eighth, lining his 19th of 
the season into the right field seats for 
a solo shot that made it 4-0. 

The AL East-leading Red Sox im­
proved to 7-0 in the 19-game season 
series and beat New York for the eighth 
consecutive time, their best run in the 
rivalry since winning eight straight 
meetings from 2008-09. 

PADRES 24, NATIONALS 8 
WASHINGTON (AP) Jake 

Cronenworth hit for his first career cy• 
cle, Wil Myers had a grand slam and a 
two-run shot and San Diego blew out 
Washington to set a franchise record 
for runs. 

The Padres had 22 hits against sev-
o rt nit,-.'hAr''-" ~"'" n;ol'l"A C l"Aro.A ln 0 \1 

. .\P Photo 
Pittsburgh Pirates' Wilmer Difo (15) 
celebrates as he crosses home plate in 
front of New York Mets catcher James 
McCann after hitting a solo home run 
during the sixth inning of Friday's game 
In Pittsburgh. 

over 6 213 innings. 
Guerrero, named the All-Star MVP 

on Tuesday night. connected off Texas 
starter Jordan Lyles (5-6) in the first in­
ning to make it 1-0 and added a three­
run blast in the sixth against Dennis 
Santana, his 30th of the season. 

That led to chants of "M-V-P! 
M-V-P!'' from the crowd of 10.100 as 
the Blue Jays opened their final stretch 
of games in their temporary Buffalo 
home. They received approval from the 
Canadian government Friday to return 
to Toronto for the homestand that be­
gins July 30. 

ASTROS 7, WHITE SOX I 
CHICAGO (AP) - Lance McCull­

ers Jr. pitched seven sparkling innings 
and Houston beat Chicago in the open­
er of the weekend series between AL 
division leaders. 

Michael Brantley homered and Myl­
es Straw drove in three runs to helpthe 
Astros improved to a big league-best 
43-22 against teams with a .500 or 
better record - including a 5-0 mark 
against the White Sox. Yuli Gurriel 
added three hits and two RBIs. 

PHILLIES 5, MARLINS 2 
ISTGAME 

MARLINS 7, PHILLIES 0 
2NDGAME 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) - Jesus 
Aguilar homered and drove in four 
runs, Starling Marte went deep with 
three RBIs and Miami beat Philadel­
phia to split a doubleheader. 

Jordan Holloway (2-2). recalled 
from Triple-A Jacksonville on Friday 
as the 27th man. didn 't allow a hit in 
five innings of relief after Ross Detwil­
er opened with a scoreless first. Hol­
loway stuck out six and walked two. 
Richard Bleier completed the two-hit­
ter with a scoreless !)eventh. Zach Eflin 
( 4-7) was the loser. 

In the opener, Travis Jankowski 
drove in four runs and Matt Moore 
struck out nine while pitching into the 
fifth inning to lead the Phillies. Archie 
Bradley ( 4-1 ) tossed 1 213 scoreless 
innings of relief. and Ranger Suarez 
struck out the side in the seventh for his 
third save. Sandy Alcantara (5-9) took 
the loss. 

BREWERS 11, REDS 6 
CINCINNATI (AP) Willy 

Adames homered and drove in four 



empty in Pirates 4-1 win 

AP Photo 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES' John Nogowski (69) and New York Mets starting pitcher Marcus Stro­
man (0) exchan9.e words as catcher James Mccann (33) steps between them and Pirates first 
base coach Tarnk Brock (16) arrives during the fifth inning of a game Friday in Pittsburgh. 

• Teams get together in fifth inning, no ejections 
PITTSBURGH (AP) - Corning off their first box but then peeled off toward the Mets' dugout on 

All-Star appearances, Bryan Reynolds homered the first base side. 
and Adam Frazier hit a two-run single to lead the In the bottom half, the benches cleared after 
Pittsburgh Pirates to a testy 4-1 victory over the Mets starter Marcus Stroman jumped high in the 
New York Mets on Friday night. air when John Nogowski lined out to first base to 

Mets star shortstop Francisco Lindor left in the end the inning. 
fifth inning with soreness on his right side - mo- Nogowski began shouting and pointing at Stro­
ments before a hot-tempered shoving match be- man, who walked toward him and barked back. No 
tween the teams on the field. punches were thrown during a large scrum on the 

Reynolds' homer came in the seventh inning and field, and there were no ejections 
pushed the lead to 4-1 . It was his I 7th of the sea- Chad Kuhl (3-5) got the win despite issuing five 
son, setting a career high. walks in five innings. He allowed one unearned run 

Frazier's hit in the second opened the scoring. He and two hits while striking out three. 
and Reynolds became the first Pirates teammates to NL East-leading New York managed three hits 
start in an All-Star Game on Tuesday since Barry against the Pirates, who are last in the NL Central. 
Bonds and Bobby Bonilla in 1992. The teams split four games last weekend in New 

Lindor winced after grounding out to second base York. 
in the fifth. He took a few steps out of the batter' s See, PIRATES, Page D2 

Blue Jays returning to Canada July 30 
TORONTO (AP) - The To­

ronto Blue Jays were given ap­
proval from the Canadian govern­
ment on Friday for an exemption 
on border restrictions that would 
allow them to play in Canada lat­
er this month. 

The Blue Jays had asked the 
federal government to allow them 
to play at Rogers Centre starting 
July 30 and wanted a response by 
Friday. 

"After nearly two years away, 
the Toronto Blue Jays are finally 
coming home to Canada begin­
ning July 30." the team said in a 
statement. 

"The club was granted a Na­
tional Interest Exemption by the 

federal government that allows 
Major League Baseball games to 
be played at Rogers Centre, with 
robust health and safety protocols 
in place: · 

The Blue Jays played home 
games during the shortened 2020 
season in Buffalo, New York, 
and started this season in Dune­
din, Florida, before moving to 
Buffalo. 

The Canadian government 
didn't allow the team to play in 
Toronto because of the risk of 
spreading COVID-1 9. citing fre­
quent travel required in the U.S. 
during a baseball season. 

"No place like home," the Blue 
Jays tweeted. 

Immigration Minister Marco 
Mendicino said the decision was 
made in conjunction with the 
Public Health Agency of Canada, 
with the approval of provincial 
and municipal public health offi­
cials. 

Mendicino said the plan in­
cludes significant limitations on 
unvaccinated individuals, "who 
will have to undergo a modified 
quarantine, not be permitted to go 
anywhere but the hotel and stadi­
um and have no interaction with 
the general public." 

He said there will also be a des­
ignated compliance officer for 
each team. 

See, CANADA, Page D2 

AP Photo 

SOUTH AFRICA'S Louis Oosthuizen acknowl­
edges the crowd after putting an eagle on the 
14th green during the second round of the British 
Open Golf Championship at Royal St. George's 
golf course Sandwich, England, Friday. 

Oosth u izen sets 
I new Open mark 

at halfwa1/ point 
• South African shoots blistering 
11-under, but only leads by two 

SANDWICH, England (AP) - Louis Oosthuizen 
set a 36-hole record at the British Open and is half­
way to ending that run of near mhse!> at the majors. 

Now all he has to do is hold off a cast of major 
champions on the weekend at Royal St. George·s. 

On a day of pleasant summer weather that took the 
fear out of the links off Sandwich Bay. Oosthuizen 
broke away from a three-way tie with a birdie-bird 
ie-eagle run from the 12th hole. He shrugged off his 
first bogey of the week for a 5-under 65 and a two­
stroke lead on Friday. 

Former PGA champion Collin Morikawa had a 64 
in the morning and was two shots behind. Another 
shot back was Jordan Spieth (6 7}. going after his 
fourth major. 

Lurking was two-time major champion Du~tin John­
son, the No. 1 player in the world who shot 65 and was 
tied for fourth. four strokes behind Oosthuizen. 

"The game is good. but I know it's a really good 
leaderboard," Oosthu1zen said. ·Tn have to play good 
golf this weekend if I want to come out first.·· 

Oosthuizen. looking as calm as the conditions, 
was at I I-under 129, breaking the 36-hole Open re­
cord first set by Nick Faldo in 1992 at Muirfield and 
matched by Brandt Snedeker in 2012 at Royal Ly­
tham & St. Annes. 

This will be the fifth time in the last nine rounds at 
a major that Oosthuizen. the 20 IO Open champion at 
St. Andrews. has had at least a share of the lead. He 
was runner-up at the last two majors. to Phil Mickel­
son at the the PGA Championship in May and to Joy 
Rahm the U.S. Open last month. 

"I'm not really going to think about the second 
spots," said Oosthuizen. when asked what he'll do dif­
ferently this time. "I know my game is in a good place.' 

He'll also be aware of the quality of player behind 
him, though. 

Morikawa, making quite a debut in links golf. made 
seven birdies in his first 14 ho'les as part of a clinic in 
iron play. He missed a 5-foot par putt on No. 15 -
ending a 27-hole stretch with9ut a bogey - and had 
a I 0-foot birdie putt on the final hole catch the lip. 

See, OOSTHUIZEN, Page D2 • 

W.Va linebackers will play key role vs. Ohio in OVAC ASGi 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

With Ohio expected to 
be a run-oriented team, 
West Virginia head coach 
BJ. Depew expects his 
linebackers to play a key 
role next Saturday in the 
OV AC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football Game. 

Depew believes he and 
his staff have the pieces to 
match up with the Buck­
eye State on the second 
level of their defense. 

··we have some real 
talent in kids who are 
multiple-year starters," 
Depew said. "We have a 
couple of team-leading 
tackler guys and most are 

two-way players." 
Here's a capsule look at 

the players: 
JASON BEISEL, Mag­

nolia - This former Blue 
Eagle shined on both 
sides of the ball for Coach 
Dave Chapman's team. 

Jason is the son of Ryan 
and Dawn Yeater. 

DEACAN CARMI-
CHAEL, Cameron 
This former Dragon had 
a key role on both sides 
of the ball for head coach 
Tim Brown's team. 

Deacan is the son of 
Philip Carmichael and 
Robyn Bidwell. 

STEVE FELTON, 
Linsly - This former 
Cadet was an impact 

player for Depew's team 
as both a linebacker and 
fullback. 

The 6-foot, 225 pound­
er rushed for 468 yards 
and 10 touchdowns in 
his career. He also caught 
l 8 passes for 214 yards. 
Defensively, he posted 
126 solo tackles and 263 
career stops. As a senior. 
he averaged 14.5 tackles 
a game. 

Felton was named his 
team's defensive MVP, 
Al!-OV AC and received 
the coaches award as a 
senior. 

Along with athletics, 
Felton is a standout in the 
classroom as a member of 
the National Honor Soci-

• 

ety. 
Steve, who is the son of 

Jack and Rhonda Felton, 
plans to attend Duquesne 
University. 

DRAKE HUKILL, 
Brooke This for-
mer Bruin impacted the 
games in a bevy of ways 
for Coach Mac McLean' s 
team. 

The 5-9, 180 pounder 
played running back pri­
marily for the Bruins and 
earned four letters. 

Along with football, he 
lettered twice in track and 
field. 

Away from sports, he's 
a member of the princi­
pal's list and has complet­
ed both the carpentry and 

• 

electrical program. He's 
also active in the com­
munity through coaching 
youth sports and promot­
ing Autism Awareness. 

Drake, who plans to at­
tend Bethany College. is 
the son of Curt and Kath­
erine Hukill. 

SILAS MCKEEVER. 
Magnolia - This former 
Blue Eagles played four 
different positions for 
Coach Chapman' s squad. 

The 6-foot. 200 pound­
er was named All-OVAC 
after spending time at 
quarterback. running 
back, linebacker and tight 
end. 

Silas plans to attend 
Fairmont State. 

• 

CODY POE. Hundred 
- This former Hornet put 
forth an impressive career 
in playing for Coach D.J. 
Byrd's team. 

The 6- I . 2 I O pounder 
posted 41 5 tackles. 12 
sacks and forced eight 
fumbles in his career. He 
also scored IO touch­
downs and had 210 re4 
ceiving yards. 

Twice. Poe was named 
to the All-State Honor­
able Mention team. He 
was twice an All-Mason 
Dixon Team pick as well 
as an All-OV AC team. 

Cody. who plans to en­
list in the United States 
Anny. is the D.J. and Bet­
sy Byrd. 

II 
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Depew Finds Athleticism on West Virginia O-Line 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

When BJ. Depew and his coaching 
staff began to consider their linemen 
for the 7 5th OV AC Rudy Mumley All­
Star Football Game, they weren't just 
looking at size. 

Actually, the Linsly head coach, who 
will guide West Virginia in the July 
24th game at Wheeling Island Stadium, 
wanted athleticism first and foremost. 

"Most of our linemen are really good 
athletes on top of being good linemen," 
Depew said. "We know we have some 
really good players in the group despite 
some being undersized. We just need 
to find ways to take advantage of their 
skillsets." 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
MARCO APREA, Linsly - This 

former Cadet shined at defensive end 
for Depew's team. 

The 5-11, 185 pounder • ard and middle linebacker. 
posted 90 tackles, includ- VA Daniel is the son of 
mg 15 for_ loss ~d four (\_ . Chester Bea!les Jr. and 
sacks dunng his c ~ _· . aura Rud1baugh. 
reer. He also logg • J O R D A N 
two defensive :A"'!!ll!!'III...._,, BRUECK, Weir 
touchdowns. - This former 

Aprea was rec- 'IL,._._ •• _ Red Rider was a 
ognized twice as .-• ..-1 .. 

1 
il"t1.=-~t'l!::::~A. Dll"I'•""' leader for Coach 

defensive player Frank Sisinni's 
of the week. .---.._.,.,,. team. 

Marco, who is The 6-4, 245 
the son of Tony an under earned 
Lisa Aprea, plans t _ four letters and was 
attend Ohio Universi- cff named a team cap-
ty. .._-..;::.Q-=-- tain. He was also an All-

DANIEL BEALLES, OV AC performer. 
Oak Glen - This former Gold- Away from football, Brueck was 
en Bear was a key cog on both sides a member of the National Honor Soci­
of the ball for Coach Ted Arneault's ety, Academic All-OVAC and graduat-
squad. ed with honors. 

The 6-foot, 180 pounder saw time at On top of football, Brueck placed 

third in the West Virginia State Wres­
tling Tournament. 

Jordan, who plans to attend Bethany, 
is the son of Jim and Jennifer Brueck. 

SAM CASTO, Brooke - This 
former Bruin shined on both lines for 
Coach Mac McLean's team. 

Sam is the son of Brian and Michelle 
Casto. 

DEONDRE CRUDUP, Morgan­
town - This former Mohigan got it 
done on both sides of the ball for Coach 
Sean Biser's team. 

The 5-10, 250 pounder rushed for 
1,200 yards in IO games as a fullback. 
On the defensive side, he recorded 
more than I 00 tackles and 2 7 sacks in 
his career. 

A three-year letterman, Crudup twice 
earned Honorable Mention All-State, 

Please see 0-LINE, Page 12 

A.L. Continues 
Dominance in ASG 

Photo by Cody Tomer 
Best Virginia assistant coach and New Martinsville 
native Dave Tallman is enjoying his time leading up 
to The Basketball Tournament, which starts Saturday. 

Tallman and Hoops 
Go Hand in Hand 

By CODY TOMER son of Magnolia boys' 
Sports Writer coach Dave Tallman Sr., 

WHEELING just another reason why 
Growing up in New Mar- the gymnasium was like a 
tinsville, Dave Tallman second home to Tallman 
Jr. has been around the Jr. growing up. 
game of basketball - Although he is now 
well since he was born. calling the shots in Mor-

With his love, passion gantown, Tallman Jr. will 
and knowledge of the always have a special 
game, he has also been place in his heart for the 
a big help for West Vir- Ohio Valley and he en­
ginia alumni team, Best joyed Friday's exhibition 
Virginia, as it competes game - a 77-63 win 
in The Basketball Tour- over MEC alumni team, 
nament, which tips off on the Underground Kings, 
Saturday from Charles- at Wheeling Park High 
ton. School. 

"My mom said l was "This was fun," Tall-
in the gym the day after I man Jr. said. "I thought 
was born," Tallman said. they did a good job of 
"That's all I know really. putting it together and it's 
I don't know what I'd do fun to hang out with 0th­
without that orange round er valley guys like Chase 
ball in my life. It's been Harler (Wheeling Central 
great and I'm honored to grad) and Logan Routt 
be a part of this and help (Cameron grad). It was a 
out these pros." good night and I thought 

Tallman, the head the opposition gave us a 
coach of the Morgantown good look." 
High School boys' bas-
ketball team, is also the Please Jee TALLMAN 

Page 12 

AP Photo 
American League's starting pitcher Shohei Ohtani, of the Los Angeles Angeles, throws during the first 
inning of the MLB All-Star baseball game, Tuesday in Denver. 

Ohtani earns win on the mound, while leading off 
By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 

DENVER - A Sho-case for 
Shohei Ohtani became a grand 
stage for Vladimir Guerrero Jr., 
too. 

Ohtani unleashed his 100 
mph heat while pitching a per­
fect inning for the win in be­
coming baseball's first two-way 
All-Star, Guerrero rocked Co­
ors Field with a 468-foot home 
run and the American League 
breezed 5-2 Tuesday night for 
its eighth straight victory. 

Near and far, the sport's entire 
focus was on Ohtani from the 

very start. 
Players on both sides climbed 

to the dugout rails to watch him, 
and the Japanese sensation went 
0 for 2, grounding out twice as 
the AL' s leadoff man and desig­
nated hitter. 

Jared Walsh, Ohtani's team­
mate on the Los Angeles Angels, 
got a save - with his glove. He 
made a sliding catch in left field 
on Kris Bryant 's tricky liner 
with the bases loaded to end the 
eighth inning. 

So even with the teams decked 
out in new uniforms that social 
media deemed a strikeout in-

stead of a home run, it was a fa­
miliar result. Mike Zunino also 
connected for the AL as it im­
proved to 46-43-2 overall in the 
series. 

Guerrero, at 22, became the 
youngest MVP in All-Star Game 
history. 

J.T. Realmuto homered for the 
National League on a mile-high 
night at Coors, baseball's ulti­
mate launching pad. 

A 27-year-old right-hander 
in his fourth big league season, 
Ohtani has dazzled. 

Please see A.L., Page 12 
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U.S. Bounces 
Back, 108-80 

Zach Johnson 
Tests Positive ~ 
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Giannis Not Backing Down From Aggressive Suns 
MILWAUKEE (AP) - Gi­

annis Antetokounmpo pointed 
to a pair of scratches, one on 
his forehead and the other on 
his cheek. 

Those NBA Finals battle 
scars are proof, he figures, that 
the frustrated Phoenix Suns are 
indeed fouling him. 

Antetokounmpo had 41 
points and I 3 rebounds in 
the Bucks' 120- I 00 victory 
in Game 3. That followed his 
42 points and 12 rebounds in 
Game 2, making him just the 
sixth player with consecutive 
40-point games in the NBA 
Finals. 

~ look at it as a compliment. add­
ing that it's "funny that there's 
a defense out there called the 
Giannis Wall." 

Most importantly for the 
Bucks, he· s learned how to 
beat it. Antetokounmpo be-

1 lieves he was already a good 
passer before teams started us­
ing the wall and he's willing to 
move the ball to open players 
when they do. 

"So they're making my pret­
ty face ugly." Antetokounmpo 
said. 

The Suns may be hacking 
and whacking him, but they 
sure aren't stopping the Mil­

The Suns have already faced 
LeBron James and Nikola Jok­
ic during this run to their first 
NBA Finals since l 993, so 
they've had to figure out ways 
to overcome MVP players. 

But Antetokounmpo, with 
his end-to-end bursts that seem 
to take just two or three drib­
bles, is a different type of chal­

He had six assb.ts in Game 
3. 

''It's kind of hard. because 
you want to be effective. vou 
want to get downhill. you want 
to do everythmg. but now you 
also - you take it personal 
also ... Antetokounmpo said. 

waukee Bucks star. 
Coming off two straight 

40-point performances, Ante­
tokounmpo will try to help the 
Bucks even the series in Game 
4 on Wednesday. 

And whether playing with 
pain in his knee or shaking off 
hits to his face. the Suns know 
Antetokounmpo is going to 

lenge. Paul said Suns coach AP Photo 
Monty Williams' instructions Milwaukee Bucks' Giannis Antetokounmpo (34) looks to shoot 
are just to try to get in the past Phoenix Suns' Cameron Johnson (23} and Jae Crowder 
6-foot- l J forward's way. but during the second half of Game 3 of Sunday's NBA Finals. 

'There's a team that's build­
ing the wall of three people and 
two guys behind and trying to 
stop you. Now you have to not 
take it personal and make the 
right play. find the right guy ... keep attacking them. 

it's difficult to give too much stick with their game plan. to employ that defensive strate­
attention because the Bucks "We're going to keep trying gy of packing multiple players 
have shooters such as Khris to build a wall," he said. in his path to the basket. 

''He's coming full speed ev­
ery play. like a running back 
coming downhill," point guard 

Middleton, Jrue Holiday and Antetokounmpo is used to Antetokounmpo still doesn't 
Brook Lopez set up around the that. enjoy playing against it -

Antetokounmpo shot I 7 free 
throws in Game 3. which Wil­
liams noted afterward was one 
more than the entire Suns team. Chris Paul said. 

perimeter. He recalls it being about two "I'm not going to lie: I hate 
Paul said the Suns will just years ago when teams started it," he said - but he's come to 

O--LINE 
(Continued from Page 11) 

First-Team All-OV AC 
and All-TRAC. 

Deondre, who is plan­
ning to attend Glenville 
State. is the son of An­
drew and Dana Crudup. 

DIMITRIUS DESH­
IELDS, University 
- This former Hawk 
shined along the defen­
sive line for Coach John 
Kelley's team. 

The 6-1, 275 pound­
er recorded 31 tackles, 
including 21 solo and a 
sack last season in six 
games. 

DeShields, who plans 
to attend Bethany Col­
lege. is the son of Quen­
tine and Jesse DeSh­
ields. 

SPENCER HELMS, 
WheeUng Central -
This former Maroon 
Knight helped anchor 
both lines for Coach 
Mike Young• s team. 

The 6-foot. 220 
pounder posted 38 tack­
les. 3.5 sacks and broke 
up a pass last season. 

Helms was named 
Second Team All-State. 
AII-OVAC and was 
awarded the Lou Mack 
Award. 

Away from football, 
Helms is a member of 
the National Honor So­
ciety, Student Council 
President and Drug Free 
Club. He also served 
on the Wheeling Cen­
tral Student Enrollment 
Board. 

Spencer, who plans to 
attend Ohio State Uni-

JOHNSON 

versity, is the son of Da­
vid and Susan Helms. 

ISAAC KELLER, 
Magnolia - This for­
mer Blue Eagle was 
a consistent player on 
both lines for Coach 
Doc Chapman· s team. 

The 5- I 0, 220 pound­
er posted 34 tackles, in­
cluding seven for loss, 
blocked two kicks, post­
ed two sacks and broke 
up two passes. 

Keller was named 
First Team All-OV AC. 

Isaac, who plans to 
attend West Liberty 
University, is the son of 
Greg Keller. 

KYLER O'CON-
NOR, Oak Glen -
This former Golden 
Bear was a steady con­
tributor for Ameault's 
team. 

The 6-foot, 195 
pounder posted 66 tack­
les and 1 I sacks as a se­
nior in just seven games. 
He logged 95 tackles 
and IO sacks as a junior 
and 5 I tackles and three 
sacks as a sophomore. 
On the offensive side. 
O'Connor didn't allow 
a sack. 

O'Connor was named 
First Team All-State as 
a junior and senior. He 
was also named All­
OV AC. 

On top of football, 
O'Connor was active in 
wrestling and track. 

Kyler is the son of 
James and Anna Chest­
nut. 

(Continued from Page 11) 
The latest players to withdraw were replaced by 

Long. Sam Horsfield of England and Dylan Frittel­
li of South Africa. 

The field already is missing seven players from 
the top 7 5 in the world, unusual for a major. 

Some had no choice. Masters champion Hideki 
Matsuyama at No. 18 was the highest-ranked play­
er to withdraw. 

He had a positive COVID-1 9 test on July 2 
during the Rocket Mortgage Classic. and while 
he has gone through IO days of self-isolation 
without symptoms, his tests keep coming back 
positive. 

The PGA Tour had this issue a year ago with 
positive tests. 

U.S. health officials said PCR tests can pick up 
remnants of the virus even though it is no longer ac­
tive. But under UK guidelines, Matsuyama would 
need to produce a negative test. 

Two-time Masters champion Bubba Watson said 
he came in contact with a person who had a posi­
tive COVJD- I 9 test and withdrew. Under the R&A 

TALLMAN 
(Continued from Page 11) 

This isn't Tallman Jr.'s first ro­
deo with The Basketball Tourna­
ment or Best Virginia. In fact, he's 
been there every step of the way 
since the team started playing for 
the million-dollar prize in 2019 
when it defeated Seven City Royal­
ty 79-63 in the opening round and 
was bounced in the second round 
by four-time champion, Overseas 

U.S. 

Elite 80-68. 
Last year, Best Virginia was 

forced out of the tournament after 
COVID-19 related issues. 

Throughout the process, Tall­
man Jr. has been able to meet some 
very talented athletes and has en­
joyed every minute of it. 

"I've been involved since they 
first put it together," Tallman Jr. 

said. 
"Since Day I it's been an hon­

or to be a part of it. l 've gotten 
to know these guys and I've had 
some really good relationships 
with them.'' 

Best Virginia opens tourna­
ment play Saturday against WoCo 
Showtime - Wofford's alumni 
squad. 

(Continued from Page 11) 
"It's not a big deal," 

Argentina's Luca Vildo­
za said. "It's only a loss." 

The U.S. played with 
only eight members of 
the Olympic team. Jayson 
Tatum was held out with 
right knee soreness and 
will be day-to-day going 
forward, USA Basket­
ball said. The Americans 
also will be without Khris 
Middleton, Jrue Holiday 
and Devin Booker until 
at least this weekend be­
cause of the NBA Finals. 

keeps re-emphasizing 
that every single day," 
Beal said. "It's way more 
physical. Guys are smart­
er. These guys have been 
playing together for five­
, l 0-plus years. So they 
have the experience and 
the chemistry and we' re 
trying to develo_p that in a 
short period of time." 

a 58-42 lead at the half 
when Durant beat the 
buzzer with an I 8-foot­
er, a shot that Draymond 
Green was celebrating be­
fore the ball even swished 
through the net. 

"We're not going to 
make shots all the time." 
Durant said in a televised 
halftime interview. "But 
if we continue to guard 
the way we are, it'll start 
to tum for us on offense. 
... When we keep the ball 
in front and we get stops 
and rebounds, then we 
pretty much can play with 
a clean slate on the offen­
sive side of the ball.'' 

direction.·· 
TIP-INS 

Argentina: Campazzo 
was shaken up late in the 
first quarter after taking 
a hard screen. but was 
able to eventually return 
to the game .... Argentina 
went 0-3 in Las Vegas. 
losing 87-84 in its open­
er against Australia on a 
buzzer-beating 3-pointer 
by Patty Mills and then 
falling 94-71 to Nigeria 
on Monday. 

The back-to-back loss­
es to start the U.S. team's 
stay in Las Vegas raised 
the possibility that the 
Americans might lose 
three in a row with NBA 
players for the first time. 

If those thoughts truly 
existed, they didn't last 
for long. 

It was I 5-4 USA be­
fore the game was even 3 
1 /2 minutes old, the lead 
was as much as I 7 later 
in the opening quarter -
the biggest leads for the 
Americans in the first two 
games were 10 against 
Nigeria and 11 against 
Australia - and the out­
come was never in doubt. 

"The USA played 
great," Argentina coach 
Sergio Hernandez said. 
"They played more ag­
gressive defense than 
they had the last two 
games." 

The U.S. won the re­
bound battle 40-34. com­
mitted only nine turnovers 
and held Argentina to 
31 % shooting :... 9 for 29 
- from 3-point range. 

"Today we got bet­
ter," Beal said. "Still a lot 
we can improve on, but 
we're moving in the right 

USA: The Americans 
used all 15 of their avail­
able players. ... Kevin 
Love. who played only 
3:0 I in the in the Nige­
ria game and didn't play 
against Australia. was 
among the first-quarter 
subs on Tuesday .... Even 
after the losses to Nige­
ria and Australia. Fan­
Duel Sportsbook had the 
Americans as 18.5-point 
favorites entering the 
game. 

"Our biggest thing is 
we have to realize it's not 
the NBA and Coach Pop The Americans held 

A.L. 
(Continued from Page 11) 

He leads the major leagues with 
3 3 homers and is 4-1 in I 3 starts 
as a pitcher, a two-way perfor­
mance not seen since Babe Ruth in 
19 I 9 and '20, before the Bambi­
no largely gave up the mound for 
slugging. 

'This has been the best experi­
ence. most memorable," he said 
through translator lppei Mizuha­
ra. "Obviously. I've never played 
in the playoffs or World Series, so 
once I do that, that's probably go­
ing to surpass it. But this has been 
the most memorable." 

Ohtani was a double triple-dig­
it threat in Denver. hitting a 513-
foot drive during Monday night's 
Home Run Derby and throwing a 
I 00.2 mph pitch to Nolan Arena­
do. 

"He was as good as advertised," 
Arenado said. 

Following a full day, Ohtani 
slept until I 0:30 a.m. 

"It was a lot more tiring com­
pared to the regular season, but if 
everyone had fun I'm good with 
it." he said. 

starting the night. 
Ohtani was pulled for a 

pinch-hitter in the fifth. Shohei 's 
shoes, meanwhile, were headed to 
the Hall of Fame, which collected 
his cleats and other gear for display 
in Cooperstown. 

Ohtani combined with Lance 
Lynn, Kyle Gibson, Nathan Eo­
valdi, Gregory Soto, Chris Bassitt. 
Andrew Kittredge, Matt Barnes 
and Liam Hendriks on an eight-hit­
ter. 

A win started with a Japanese 
pitcher ended with a save by an 
Australian. Hendriks was helped 
by a lucky bounce off the backstop 
that turned what would' ve been a 
wild pitch into an out at second. 

"It's a world game now." Hen­
driks said. "There's a lot of us us 
over here and hopefully there's 
more to come with the exposure 
that Shohei and guys from the DR 
and Venezuela can bring to this 
game." 

Despite another season of strike­
outs that have alarmed baseball's 
leadership, NL batters whiffed 12 
timt"'.s while: AI . hitte:rs harl in<;t 

stop and another of the ;.juniors" 
among a record 42 first-time All­
Stars - turned slowly and put 
both hands over his head. 

Guerrero's homer was the 200th 
in All-Star history and he followed 
in the bat path of his father, Vlad­
imir Guerrero. who homered off 
Brad Penny in the 2006 game at 
Pittsburgh. They joined Bobby 
Bonds ( I 973) and Barry Bonds 
(1998 at Coors) and Ken Griffey 
Sr. ( 1980) and Ken Griffey Jr. 
( 1992) as the only father-son duos 
with All-Star homers. 

Guerrero added an RBI grounder 
in the fifth against Miami's Trevor 
Rogers. and Boston ·s Xander Bo­
gaerts followed with an RBI single 
for a 4-0 lead. 

Both runs were unearned af­
ter shortstop Brandon Crawford 
misplayed Teoscar Hernandez' s 
grounder for an error. 

Toronto's Marcus Semien had 
put the AL ahead with an RBI sin­
gle in the second off Burnes, who 
took the loss. 

Realmuto homered in the fifth 
off Soto . a more ne:ctt>'-trian 4 ,O-
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Huck has athletic Ohio linemen to choose from · 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

It doesn't matter the level of 
football or the style of offense, 
line play - on both sides - is 
the key to success. 

to gel and only having a week 
(to prepare) and not knowing 
each other, they'll need to get 
chemistry in a hurry," Huck 
said. "We really like the guys 
we picked on both sides of the 
ball. We may move some of the 
guys back and forth after we 
see how it comes together, but 
it's an athletic front." 

Last season, he posted 50 
tackles, 25 for loss, IO sacks 
and picked off a pass. 

His efforts were recog­
nized via All-Ohio First Team, 
All-Eastern District and All­
OV AC. He was named Eastern 
District Defensive Player of the 
Year. 

ELI BURGEY, Steubenville 
- This former Big Red stand­
out anchored the offensive line 
from the center spot for Coach 
Reno Saccoccia's team. 

was a member of the track 
team. He also shines in the 
classroom as a National Hon­
or Society member, University 
Scholar and a member of the 
Key Club and Rotary Club. 

Ohio head coach Eric Huck. 
who is representing Fort Frye, 
had that same thought process 
when he built his lines for the 
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Game, which is scheduled for 
July 24 at Wheeling Island Sta­
dium. 

The 6-1, 280 pounder grad­
ed out at 94% blocking with 40 
pancake blocks. 

Eli, who plans to attend Fair­
mont State, is the son of Jason 
and Beth Burgey. 

Here's a capsule look at the 
players: 

JUSTIN BARTLETT, Cam­
bridge - This former Bobcat 
shined at defensive end for 
Coach Ray Leek's team. 

Along with football. Bartlett 
shined in wrestling and track 
for the Bobcats. 

Justin, who plans to attend 
Otterbein University, is the son 
Mark Bartlett and Sarah Ste­
vens. 

He was selected to play in 
the Ohio North-South All-Star 
Game and was twice named to 
the All-Ohio squad, All-Eastern 
District and All-OV AC teams. 
He was also listed as Academic 
All-Ohio. 

GARET CRAMER. Monroe 
Central - This fonner Semi­
nole caused opposing teams all 
sorts of problems along both 
lines as he shined for Josh Is­
chy's team. 

"The offensive line will have Away from football, Burgey See, OHIO, Page 82 

ST. CLAIRS­
VILLE Post 159 
second baseman 
Mason Myers 
prepares to 
throw to first in 
finishing a dou­
ble play Monday 
night against 
Wheeling Post 1 
on the Memorial 
Park diamond. 
However, Post 
1 claimed a 5-1 
victory. 

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH 

Wheeling uses clutch hitting, 
Toepfer's pitching to top St.C. 
• Teams square off again Thursday at J.B. Chambers 1-470 Complex 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - When you 
put the ball in play anything can hap­
pen during a baseball game. When 
you do it with two strikes makes it 
even sweeter. 

Wheeling Post I collected four hits 
with two strikes Monday night - all 
but one of them coming in the three­
run first inning - that powered the 
visitors to a 5-1 American Legion vic­
tory on the Memorial Park diamond. 

Zac Taylor drilled a 2-2 pitch for 
a single to center leading off and 
Jack Scuuvart blooped a 1-2 offering 
from Colby Shriver over second. Oil-

Ion Gongola ripped the first pitch he team and this year is no different, 
saw to left to load the bases. Winning so for our guys to string a few big 
pitcher Michael Toepfer's ground- hits together is big for us." he add­
out plated Taylor and Caden Yocum ed. "We've been on the other end of 
reached on an error as Scuuvart raced things. We've got five one-run losses 
home. Hunter Kelley laced a single to this season, so if we could've come 
right that drove in Gongola for a 3-0 up with a big hit with runners in scor­
lead. ing position, that could've changed a 

"That's something early on that we lot of those outcomes. I'm proud of 
weren't doing very well," Wheeling the guys for what they did tonight." 
(9-7) manager Jon-Michael Brunner Staked to an early lead, recent 
said of the clutch hitting with two Wheeling Central grad Michael 
strikes. "We, as a staff, didn't know Toepfer settled in on the mound. The 
whether it was the lull after the high righthander wiggled out of a bas­
school season or whatever it was, we es-loaded jam in the first when Jerry 
were struggling to put the bat on the Marsh made a nice running catch in 
ball with two strikes. deep right to end the threat. 

"St. Clairsville is always a good See, WHEELING, Page 82 

Mets' Alonso defends MLB 
HR Derby championship 

-
DENVER (AP) - Pete 

Alonso danced to his sec­
ond straight Home Run 
Derby title. besting Sho­
hei Ohtani, Trey Mancini 
and Juan Soto on a night 
of record long balls in the 
thin Rocky Mountain air 
of Coors Field. 

The New York Mets 
first baseman hit 74 to­
tal home runs and beat 
Mancini 23-22 in the 
final round Monday. 
! .... ! . .. ~-- , .,, ,..,_ r~-:cc,..,.. 1 -

the final round, then hit 
six homers on six swings 
over the first 28 seconds 
of his final minute. 

Mancini, who returned 
this season from cancer 
treatment. was the sen­
timental favorite, while 
Alonso was the most an­
imated of the eight slug­
gers as the longball com­
petition returned after a 
one-year absence caused 
by the coronavirus pan-
~ M-:-

stepped out and danced_ 
He motioned with his 
arms to whip up fans 
during a timeout. 

New York's 26-year-old 
first baseman has a chance 
to match Griffey, who also 
win in 1994, as the only 
three-time winner. 

Alonso hit a first-round 
record 35 dingers, seven 
more than Josh Hamil­
ton in 2008 at the origi­
nal Yankee Stadium. and 

Rough riders 
alumni game 
set Saturday 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

WHEELING - There promises to be 
some hard hitting Saturday night inside 
WesBanco Arena. 

No, the Wheeling Nailers aren't taking 
the ice, not is the Ohio Valley Toughman 
Contest in town. Instead, former mem­
bers of the Richmond and West Virginia 
Roughriders indoor football franchises 
will square off in the inaugural Alumni 
Game. 

"There's going to be some blood, 
sweat and tears," franchise co-owner 
Gregg Fornario said in a telephone call 
Monday afternoon. "There's a lot of 
bragging rights at stakes between the 
two cities." 

While the two 20-player rosters aren't 
etched in stone quite yet, the players will 
be divided up between "Team Mook" 
and "Team Hardy." 

"Mook" Zimmerman coached the 
Roughriders during the only - and mag­
ical - season in "The Friendly City" 
when they went 13-0 and captured the 
American Arena League championship 
in the process. "Team Hardy" will be led 
by former Dallas Cowboy and current 
UFC fighter Greg Hardy, who suffered 
a knockout loss as part of the undercard 
of last weekend's Dustin Poirier-Conor 
McGregor fight. 

Fomario did say, however. that former 
local products Cole Smelley (Bridge­
port) and Connor Arlia (Madonna) will 
be participating, but on different teams. 

"They will be hitting each other:· For­
nario said_ 

He said the game itself will be like a 
regular indoor football game. 

"It will be I 00 percent a full game. 
Everything that took place during a 
Roughrider game in the past will take 
place, including halftime festivities and 
such," he added. 

See, ROUGHRIDERS, Page 82 



waukee to try to impact winning and be 
the best Bobby Portis I can be. Having 
good coaches and good teammates to just 
keep me sane. all credit goes to them." 

Portis said one of the first things he 
learned as a pro is that ··nobody is go-

process my ab cramped up," he said. 
"So that's why I was down on the floor. 
If any of you all had an ab cramp, you 
know ifs just kind of tough to move. So 
I was OK. I just needed a second for it 
to calm down so I could get up." 

•USA 
Continued from Page B1 

Favored by 16.5 points 
before the game. accord­
ing to FanDuel Sports­
book. the Americans 
looked the part for much 
of the first half. A 20-6 
run - capped by five 
points from Select Team 
call-up Keldon Johnson 
- put the U.S. up by 
eight late in the opening 
quarter, and Lillard closed 
out his I 6-point first half 
with a 3-pomter 31. 7 sec­
onds before intermission 
that gave the Americans a 
46-35 lead. 

The halftime lead was 
nine. the same lead that 
the U.S. had early in the 
third quarter against Ni­
geria before letting it slip 
away. 

And the same thing 
happened in this one. 

The third-quarter lead 
for the U.S. was as big as 
IO and was 5 8-50 when 
Lillard made a 3-pointer 
midway through the pe­
riod. But Australia closed 
the quarter on a 19-6 run. 
Goulding hit a 3-pointer 

• Derby 
Continued from Page B1 

as time expired and Aus­
tralia took a 69-64 lead 
into the final IO minutes. 

"We'll learn from it." 
Popovich said. 

TIP-INS 
Australia: The Boom­

ers. according to USA 
Basketball's archives. are 
now 2-28 all-time against 
the Americans in senior 
men's national competi­
tion. 

The other Australian 
win came in a pre-World 
Cup exhibition in 20 J 9. 
... Australia held a big 44-
22 edge in paint points. 

USA: The Americans 
changed the starting line­
up. with Jerami Grant 
in for Jayson Tatum and 
Draymond Green in for 
Barn Adebayo. ... The 
U.S. was outrebounded 
32-25. 

LOVE OUT 
Kevin Love. who 

played only three minutes 
m Saturday's loss to Ni­
geria, was the only Olym­
pic-teamer who d1dn 't get 
mto the game for the U.S. 

The Americans used 10 
players; the eight other 
Olympians in Las Vegas, 
plus Select Team promo­
tees Johnson and Darius 
Garland. 

The Olympic-bound 
trio of Khris Middleton, 
Jrue Holiday and Devin 
Booker remain at the 
NBA Finals. 

BAYNES HURT 
Australia center Aron 

Baynes limped off 3:49 
into the game after a col­
lision with Beal. Baynes 
was defending as Beal 
drove at him. and Baynes 
grabbed at his right knee 
following the contact. 
He went to the locker 
room. then returned to the 
Boomers' bench later in 
the first half but did not 
return. The Australians 
believe it's no worse than 
a bruise. 

UP NEXT 
Australia: Faces Ni­

geria on Tuesday in Las 
Vegas. 

USA: Faces Argentina 
on Tuesday in Las Vegas. 

Mancini missed the 2020 season 
while undergoing chemotherapy for 
stage 3 colon cancer. treatment he fin­
ished last Sept. 21 at Johns Hopkins 
Hospital. 

The 29-year-old Baltimore Orioles 
first baseman hit .256 with 16 homers 
and 55 RBIs going into the All-Star 
break. His oncologist. Dr. Nilo Azad, 
threw out the ceremonial first pitch at 
Camden Yards before the Orioles' host­
ed the Chicago White Sox last Friday 
night. 

American League in the All-Star Game, 
started slowly but forced two rounds of 
tiebreakers with Soto before losing 3 1-
28 in the second round. 

They were tied 22-all after regula­
tion and 28 apiece following the first 
tiebreaker. Soto homered on all three 
swings of the next tiebreak, and Ohtani 
grounded out on his first swing. 

Soto thrilled the crowd of 49,048 
with a 520-foot homer. the longest 
derby drive in the Statcast era. topping 
5 l 3 feet the New York Yankees· Aar­
on Judge in 20 I 7 at Miami. Before 
Statcast, the Chicago Cubs· Sammy 
Sosa was said to have hit one 524 feet 
at Milwaukee in 2002. clearing Bernie 
Brewer'-" slide. 

Ohtani. the Los Angeles Angels sen­
sation <;et to start on the mound and 
hit leadoff as designated hitter for the 

Mancini won the first round 24-23 
over Oakland's Matt Olson. who hit a 
deep foul on his final swing. 

"He's a good dude." Olson said. "To 
be able to battle the way he battled and 
come back and perform the way he has 
this year says a lot about him, his grit 
and his toughness." 

Story defeated Texas' Joey Gallo 20-
1 9 when Gallo popped out on his last 
swing. 

"It is tiring, for sure, but it was a lot of 
fun for the first time.·• Gallo said. 

Mancini knocked out Story I 3-12 in 
the second round. hitting second and 
advancing with a drive to center. 

in pods, ·b~t-~~;-that it is Panasuk accounted for • Kickoff is set for 7 p.m. 

• Wheeling 
Continued from Page B1 

''He threw a lot of innings for Wheel­
ing Central," Brunner said of Toepfer. 
"This was his first start, we've been us­
ing him in relief. We know he is going 
to compete out there for us and he will 
be around the strike zone. We've got 
good defense behind him so today was 
just put the ball in the strike zone and let 
your defense play. He did that." 

Indeed he did. Toepfer wasn't over­
powering as his three punchouts will at­
test, but he did limit the hosts to just two 
singles over six innings. He walked fl ve, 
but three of them came in the first in­
ning. He didn't allow a hit until Braylen 
Blomquist reached on an infield single 
leading off the third. However, he was 
erased on a double play. 

the type of baseball we play,·· he said. 
"Offensively, taking absolutely nothing 
away from Toepfer because he threw a 
great game, I was disappointed that we 
didn't adjust at the plate. I mean he was 
throwing on a downward plane, but we 
never made the adjustment and just kept 
pounding the ball in the ground." 

Toepfer induced nine groundball 
outs while only allowing six balls to be 
hit out of the infield, including Chase 
Goff's two-out single to right in the 
sixth that accounted for the lone Post 
159 tally. The hit scored Mason Myers 
who had walked with one out and went 
to second when Will Balgo also walked. 

"He is a Bulldog kind of guy," Brun­
ner continued. "He's a gritty dude that 
you don't want to touch him when he 
comes in the dugout because he's al­
ways so sweaty. We expected this type 
of effort from him." 

"We had some uncharacteristic lapses 
on defense early in the game, but we'll 
re-group and get back at it Thursday.'' 
Muklewicz said. 

Kelley sparked the Wheeling offense 
with a trio of singles and two runs batted 
in. Gongola had two singles and Yocum 
doubled. Nick Fencl knocked in a run. 

St. Clairsville (13-6) manager Mike 
Muklewicz echoed Brunner's thoughts 
on Toepfer, but he also didn't like his 
team's approach at the plate. 

"Generally, we are very solid defen­
sively. I know we've got some guys 
out of place but that first inning isn't 

Ben Foster pitched a perfect seventh 
with one strikeout. 

Wheeling is back in action on 
Wednesday when it hosts Moundsville 
Post 3 in an Area One game. 

Post 1 then entertains St. Clairsville 
on Thursday. 

•Ohio---------------
Continued from Page B 1 

The 6-foot, 295 pound­
er was recognized for his 
work by being named 
All-Ohio, All-OV AC and 
All-Eastern District. 

Along with football, 
Cramer played basketball 
and is active in 4-H. 

Garet, who plans to at­
tend Mount Union, is the 
son of Steve and Tracey 
Lucas and Chad and Min­
dy Hall. 

DYLAN CZECH, East 
Liverpool - This fonner 
Potter held down the cen­
ter spot for Coach Josh 
Ludwig's team. 

The 6-foot, 285 pound­
er was named Academic 
AIJ-OV AC four times and 
was honorable mention 
AII-OV AC for football. 

Dylan, who plans to 
attend Thiel College, is 
the son of Chad and Jill 
Czech. 

BRADY KUTSCHE­
RENKO, Fort Frye -
This fonner Cadet fueled 
the defensive line for 
Coach Huck's team from 
the nose guard position. 

The 6-foot, 225 

contributor along the de­
fensive front for Coach 
Huck's team. 

The 5-11, 200 pound­
er recorded 39 tack­
les, nine sacks and five 
quarterback hurries. He 
also forced a fumble and 
scored a defensive touch­
down. 

Medley was named 
All-Eastern District and 
All-OV AC first team as 
well as Third Team All­
Ohio. 

Braden, who plans to 
join the Ohio Operating 
Engineers Apprentice­
ship, is the son of Leanne 
Medley and Chad Lin­
coln. 

VINCE PATRONE, 
Bellaire - This former 
Big Reds standout was a 
versatile contributor for 
Coach Mark Spigarelli's 
team. 

The 5-11, 200 pounder 
posted 65 tackles, forced 
a fumble and broke up 
two passes as a lineback­
er. 

former Quaker played a 
bevy of positions includ­
ing defensive end and 
long snapper for Denni­
son's team. 

The 6-5, 235 pound­
er recorded eight sacks 
and three tackles for loss 
plus 3 7 solo tackles and 
scored twice as a senior. 

Stokey was named 
All-Eastern District First 
Team as well as Special 
Mention All-Ohio. 

Mitchell . who is the 
son of Steve and Gretch­
en Stokey, plans to attend 
Carnegie-Mellon. 

PRESTON THAMAN, 
Martins Ferry - This 
fonner Purple Rider was a 
two-way tackle for Coach 
Chas Yoder's team. 

Preston, who plans to 
attend Mount Union. is 
the son of Michelle and 
Brian Conway. 

BROCK VALEN-
TINE, Cambridge 
This fonner Bobcat was 
a standout on both sides 
of the ball at tackle for 
Leek's squad. 

Heritage Co-op Woodsfield JulV 11, 8 am-5 pm 
Heritage Bethesda Checkerboard oavs 

Julv 16, 8 am -5pm 

pounder posted 69 tack­
les, including eight sacks. 

1 He had 1 O total tackles 
for loss. 

Patrone was named 
All-Eastern District. 
All-Buckeye 8, AU-Val­
ley, All Times Leader 
and All-OV AC as well 
as Special Mention All­
Ohio. 

The 6-4. 285 pounder 
earned All-Eastern Dis­
trict and All-ECOL First 
Team. He also earned 
Honorable Mention All­
Ohio and All-OV AC. 
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Kutscherenko was 
named First Team All­
Ohio, All-OV AC and 
All-Eastern District. 

Brady is the son of Troy 
and Tabitha Kutscheren­
ko. 

ISAIAH MCCART­
NEY, Steubenville 
This fonner Big Red 
defensive standout was 
a key contributor for Sac­
coccia 's team. 

The 6-foot, 275 pound­
er posted 42 tackles, in­
cluding five for loss. He 
also had three sacks . 

McCartney was named 
Honorable Mention 
All-Ohio, First-Team 

1 All-Eastern District and 
All-OVAC. 

Isaiah, who is the son 
of Melissa McCartney, 
plans to attend Otterbein. 

BRADEN MEDLEY, 
Fort Frye - This fonner 
Cadet was an impressive 

II 

Along with football. 
Patrone is active in wres­
tling and track. He's also 
a member of the National 
Honor Society and Drug 
Free Club. 

Vince. who plans to 
attend Belmont College, 
Tom and Beverly Patrone. 

JUSTIN RIMER, New 
Philadelphia This 
former Quaker standout 
shined on both lines for 
Coach Matt Dennison· s 
team. 

The 6-3, 280 pounder 
was named to the AII­
OV AC, All-Eastern Dis­
trict first teams. He was 
also listed to the All-Ohio 
Honorable Mention list­
ing. 

Justin, who is the son 
of Ben and Tracy Rimer. 
plans to attend Ashland. 

MITCHELL STOKEY. 
New Philadelphia - This 

• 

Along with football. 
Valentine was a standout 
in basketball and base­
ball. 

Brock. who plans to at­
tend Ohio University. is 
the son of John and Kim 
Valentine. 

T.J . WEHR. Caldwell 
- This former Redskin 
was a standout at def en­
si ve tackle for Coach 
Grant Gaydos' team. 

The 6-0, 275 pounder 
was named First-Team 
All-Eastern District and 
All OV AC as well as 
Second Team All-Ohio. 

Along with football. he 
shined in wrestling qual­
ifying for the state tour­
nament and in track as a 
thrower. 

T.J.. who plans to at­
tend Baldwin-Wallace. is 
the son of Tim and Cindy 
Wehr. 

■ 
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Ohio Looking For Strong Play Up Front 
By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

It doesn • t matter the level of football 
or the style of offense, line play - on 
both sides - is the key to success. 

both sides of the ball. We may move 
some of the guys back and forth after 
we see how it comes together, but it's 
an athletic front." 

in wrestling and track for the Bobcats. 
Justin, who plans to attend Otterbein 

University, is the son Mark Bartlett and 
Sarah Stevens. 

Away from football, Burgey was 
a member of the track team. He also 
shines in the classroom as a Nation­
al Honor Society member, University 
Scholar and a member of the Key Club 
and Rotary Club. Ohio head coach Eric Huck, who is 

representing Fort Frye, had that same 
thought process when he built his lines 
for the OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Game, which is scheduled for July 24 
at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
JUSTIN BARTLETT, Cambridge 

- This fonner Bobcat shined at defen­
sive end for Coach Ray Leek's team. 

ELI BURGEY, Steubenville -
This fonner Big Red standout anchored 
the offensive line from the center spot 
for Coach Reno Saccoccia's team. 

"The offensive line will have to gel 
and only having a week (to prepare) and 
not knowing each other. they'll need to 
get chemistry in a hurry,'' Huck said. 
"We really like the guys we picked on 

Last season, he posted 50 tackles, 
25 for loss, IO sacks and picked off 
a pass. 

The 6-1, 280 pounder graded out at 
94% blocking with 40 pancake blocks. 

He was selected to play in the Ohio 
North-South All-Star Game and was 
twice named to the All-Ohio squad, 
All-Eastern District and All-OVAC 
teams. He was also listed as Academic 
All-Ohio. 

Eli, who plans to attend Fainnont 
State, is the son of Jason and Beth 
Burgey. 

GARET CRAMER, Monroe Cen­
tral - This fonner Seminole caused 
opposing teams all sorts of problems 
along both lines as he shined for Josh 
Ischy's team. 

His efforts were recognized via All­
Ohio First Team, All-Eastern District 
and All-OVAC. He was named Eastern 
District Defensive Player of the Year. 

Along with football, Bartlett shined Please see FRONT. Page JO 

Photo by Cody Tomer 
Matt Schmidt speaks as he is introduced as the new 
head women's basketball coach at Wheeling Univer­
sity. 

Schmidt Feels 
Right At Home 
At Wheeling U. 
Named Women's Hoops Coach 

By CODY TOMER 
Sports Writer 

WHEELING -- Matt 
Schmidt once laced up 
the sneakers for West 
Liberty State College, 
where he was a member 
of the Dean's List and a 
four-time scholar athlete. 

Now, he'll get to face 
his alma mater twice a 
year as he takes over as 
the new head coach of 
the Wheeling Universi­
ty women's basketball 
team. 

Schmidt attended West 
Virginia University in 
2000 and was an assis­
tant coach there in 2000-
0 1. He spent the last 
eight years as an assistant 
and associate head coach 
at Duquesne University. 

"The rivalry between 
these two schools is fan­
tastic," Schmidt said. 
•·I've always said to 
people that West Liber­
ty needs Wheeling and 
Wheeling needs West 
Liberty in regards to the 
rivalry. We're friends off 
the court and off the field 

and competitors on the 
playing court. It's going 
to be a lot of fun. I know 
what 1t means to this area 
and this community, so I 
can't wait to get started 
with this opportunity." 

Schmidt was the mind 
behind Duquesne's 
high-octane offense the 
last eight seasons in 
which the team was atop 
the Atlantic 10 in scor­
ing, field goal percent­
age, free throw percent­
age and assists per game 
on multiple occasions. 

In fact, he coached 
four of the 11 top scor­
ers in program history 
and the 2016 Atlantic l 0 
Co-Player of the Year, 
April Robinson. 

"At the end of the day 
you've got to be able to 
score the ball," Schmidt 
said. "However, defense 
travels. You've got to be 
able to stop somebody 
too, particularly on the 
road. 

Please see SCHMIDT, 
Page JO 

Pete Alonso 
Defends HR 

Early Burst Keys 
Post 1 Victory 

Photo by Kim North 
Wheeling Post 1 shortstop Seth Hand readies a throw to first to complete a third-inning double play 
during Monday night's 5-1 American Legion baseball victory over St. Clairsville Post 159 on the Me­
morial Park diamond in Belmont County. Also pictured is St. Clairsville's Drew Sefsick. 

3-Run First, Toepfer's Pitching Get Wheeling Past St. C. 
By KIM NORTH 

For The Intelligencer 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE 

When you put the ball in play 
anything can happen during a 
baseball game. When you do it 
with two strikes makes it even 
sweeter. 

Wheeling Post I collect­
ed four hits with two strikes 
Monday night - all but one of 
them coming in the three-run 
first inning - that powered the 
visitors to a 5-1 American Le­
gion victory on the Memorial 
Park diamond. 

Zac Taylor drilled a 2-2 pitch 
for a single to center leading off 
and Jack Scuuvart blooped a 1-2 
offering from Colby Shriver over 

second. Dillon Gongola ripped 
the first pitch he saw to left to 
load the bases. Winning pitcher 
Michael Toepfer's groundout 
plated Taylor and Caden Yocum 
reached on an error as Scuuvart 
raced home. Hunter Kelley laced 
a single to right that drove in 
Gongola for a 3-0 lead. 

"That's something early on 
that we weren't doing very 
well," Wheeling (9-7) manag­
er Jon-Michael Brunner said 
of the clutch hitting with two 
strikes. "We, as a staff, didn't 
know whether it was the lull 
after the high school season or 
whatever it was, we were strug­
gling to put the bat on the ball 
with two strikes. 

"St. Clairsville is always a 
good team and this year is no 
different, so for our guys to 
string a few big hits together is 
big for us," he added. "We' ve 
been on the other end of things. 
We've got five one-run losses 
this season, so if we could've 
come up with a big hit with 
runners in scoring position, 
that could've changed a lot of 
those outcomes. I'm proud of 
the guys for what they did to­
night." 

Staked to an early lead, re­
cent Wheeling Central grad 
Michael Toepfer settled in on 
the mound. 

Please see POST 1, Page JO 

Roughriders Alumni Game 
On Tap Saturday In Wheeling 
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The 6-foot. 295 pounder was recog­
nized for his work by being named All­
Ohio, All-OV AC and All-Eastern Dis­
trict. 

Along with football. Cramer played 
basketball and is active in 4-H. 

Garet, who plans to attend Mount 
Union. is the son of Steve and Tracey Lu­
cas and Chad and Mindy Hall. 

DYLAN CZECH, East Liverpool -
This fonner Potter held down the center 
~pot for Coach Josh Ludwig's team. 

The 6-foot. 285 pounder was named 
Academic All-OV AC four times and was 
honorable mention All-OVAC for foot­
ball. 

Dylan. who plam to attend Thiel Col­
lege. is the son of Chad and Jill Czech. 

BRADY KUTSCHERENKO, Fort 
Frye - This fonner Cadet fueled the de­
fensive line for Coach Huck's team from 
the nose guard position. 

The 6 foot. 225 pounder posted 69 
tackles. including eight sacks. He had 10 
total tackles for loss. 

Kutscherenko was named First Team 
All-Ohio. All OV AC and All-Eastern 
Dist1ict. 
• Brady is the son of Troy and Tabitha 

Kutscherenko. 
_ ISAIAH MCCARTNEY, Steuben­

vjlle - This fonner Big Red defensive 
standout was a key contributor for Sac­
coccia 'steam. 
• The 6-foot. 275 pounder posted 42 

tackles. including five for loss. He also 
had three sacks. 

McCartney was named Honorable 
Mention All-Ohio. First-Team All-East­
ern District and All-OV AC. 
: Isaiah. who is the son of Melissa Mc­

Cartney, plans to attend Otterbein. 
: BRADEN MEDLEY, Fort Frye -

This fonner Cadet was an impressive 
contributor along the defensive front for 
Coach Huck's team. 

The 5-11 . 200 pounder recorded 39 
tackles. nine sacks and five quarterback 
hurries. He also forced a fumble and 
scored a defensive touchdown. 

Medley was named All-Eastern Dis­
trict and All-OV AC first team as well as 
Third Team All-Ohio. 
. Braden. who plans to join the Ohio Op­

erating Engineers Apprenticeship. is the 
son of Leanne Medley and Chad Lincoln. 
; VINCE PA TRONE, BeUaire - This 

f9rmer Big Reds standout was a versatile 
c~ntributor for Coach Mark Spigarelli's 
team. 
t The 5-11. 200 pounder posted 65 

tackles. forced a fumble and broke up two 
passes ao; a linebacker. 

Patrone was named All-Eastern Dis-

trict. All-Buckeye 8, All-Valley, All 
Times Leader and All-OV AC as well as 
Special Mention All-Ohio. 

Along with football. Patrone is active in 
wrestling and track. He's also a member 
of the National Honor Society and Drug 
Free Club. 

Vince. who plans to attend Belmont 
College, Tom and Beverly Patrone. 

JUSTIN RIMER, New Philadelphia 
- This former Quaker standout shined 

on both lines for Coach Matt Dennison's 
team. 

The 6-3. 280 pounder was named to 
the All-OV AC. All-Eastern District first 
teams. He was also listed to the All-Ohio 
Honorable Mention listing. 

Justin. who is the son of Ben and Tracy 
Rimer, plans to attend Ashland. 

MITCHELL STOKEY, New Phila­
delphia - This fonner Quaker played 
a bevy of positions including defensive 
end and long snapper for Dennison's 
team. 

The 6-5, 235 pounder recorded eight 
sacks and three tackles for loss plus 3 7 
solo tackles and scored twice as a senior. 

Stokey was named All-Eastern District 
First Team as well as Special Mention 
All-Ohio. 

Mitchell. who is the son of Steve and 
Gretchen Stokey. plans to attend Carne­
gie-Mellon. 

PRESTON THAMAN, Martins Fer­
ry - This fonner Purple Rider was a 
two-way tackle for Coach Chas Yoder's 
team. 

Preston, who plans to attend Mount 
Union, is the son of Michelle and Brian 
Conway. 
• BROCK VALENTINE, Cambridge 
- This fonner Bobcat was a standout on 
both sides of the ball at tackle for Leek's 
squad. 

The 6-4. 28.5 pounder earned All-East­
ern District and All-ECOL First Team. 
He also earned Honorable Mention All­
Ohio and All-OV AC. 

Along with football, Valentine was a 
standout in basketball and baseball. 

Brock. who plans to attend Ohio Uni­
versity. is the son of John and Kim Val­
entine. 

T .J. WEHR, CaldweU - This fonner 
Redskin was a standout at defensive tack­
le for Coach Grant Gaydos ' team. 

The 6-0, 275 pounder was named 
First-Team All-Eastern District and All­
OV AC as well as Second Team All-Ohio. 

Along with football, he shined in wres­
tling qualifying for the state tournament 
and in track as a thrower. 

T.J., who plans to attend Baldwin-Wal­
lace, is the son of Tim and Cindy Weir. 

-·· . , ~ 
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THE MEADOWS RACETRACK & CASINO 
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Cousinll Maine ~ter PGH EATZ The Twisted Poteto 

Ev!!Swine BSO PGH Holal Foods LLC Twitt 'n Go Prettels 
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lllot.d-falilon•Worot Halrbpec,ollyForYoo Shoppe13 
Bluepints Jt&tah54GifU Si'twrMarkC.lars 
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Posr 1 
(Continued from Page 9) 

The righthander wiggled out of a 
bases-loaded jam in the first when Jer­
ry Marsh made a nice running catch in 
deep right to end the threat. 

"He threw a lot of innings for Wheel­
ing Central," Brunner said of Toepfer. 
"This was his first start. we've been us­
ing him in relief. We know he is going 
to compete out there for us and he will 
be around the strike zone. We've got 
good defense behind him so today was 
just put the ball in the strike zone and let 
your defense play. He did that." 

Indeed he did. Toepfer wasn't over­
powering as his three punchouts will at­
test, but he did limit the hosts to just two 
singles over six innings. He walked five. 
but three of them came in the first in­
ning. He didn't allow a hit until Braylen 
Blomquist reached on an infield single 
leading off the third. However. he was 
erased on a double play. 

"He is a bulldog kind of guy,'' Brun­
ner continued. "He's a gritty dude that 
you don't want to touch him when he 
comes in the dugout because he's al­
ways so sweaty. We expected this type 
of effort from him." 

St. Clairsville ( 13-6) manager Mike 
Muklewicz echoed Brunner's thoughts 
on Toepfer, but he also didn't like his 
team's approach at the plate. 

.. Generally. we are very solid defen-

SCHMIDT 
(Continued from Page 9) 

··one thing we always tried at 
Duquesne University was tempo, pace 
and value the basketball and the rest 
will take care of itself." 

He'll get the opportunity to mentor 
some very talented sharp-shooters in 
Wheeling. as well. 

Wheeling Park alum Shanley Woods 
is coming off a freshman campaign 
in which she led the team with 31 
3-pointers and a 3-point percentage of 
.365. 

Also coming back are sophomores 
Maura Castelluci and Buckeye Local 
grad Emily Holzopfel. who averaged 
9.4 and 8. 7 points per game, respec­
tively, last year. With the help of 
Schmidt running the show, those num­
bers may see an increase in the upcom­
ing year. 

"One of the things I'm most proud 
of is that in my first seven years at 
Duquesne we finished first, second or 
third in the league in scoring," Schmidt 
said. "I thought we did a good job of 
putting them in position to do well. so 
every time you have an opportunity to 

,.. . . 
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sively. I know we·ve got some guys 
out of place but that first inning isn ·t 
the type of baseball we play:· he said. 
"Offensively. taking absolutely noth­
ing away from Toepfer because he 
threw a great game. 1 was di~appoint­
ed that we didn't adjust at the plate. I 
mean he wa" throwing on a downward 
plane. but we never made the adjust­
ment and just kept pounding the ball in 
the ground." 

Toepfer induced nine groundball 
outs while only allowing six balls to be 
hit out of the infield. includin!.! Chase 
Goff's two-out single to nght in the 
sixth that accounted for the ~lone Post 
159 tally. The hit scored Mason Myers 
who had walked with one out and went 
to second when Will Bal go also walked. 

"We had some uncharacteristic lapses 
on defense early in the game. but weDll 
re-group and get back at it Thursday:· 
Muklewicz said. 

Kelley <;parked the Wheeling offense 
with a tno of -;ing le,; and two runs batted 
in. Gongola had two singles and Yocum 
doubiel Nick Fencl knocked in a run. 

Ben Foster pitched a perfect seventh 
with one strikeout. 

Wheelin2 is back in action on 
Wednesday when it hosts Moundsville 
Post 3 in an Area One game. Post I then 
entertains St. Clairsville on Thursday. 

work with really quality student ath­
letes who have good ability, it's excit­
ing. I just can't wait to start working 
with them one-on-one ... 

Along with solid statistics, Schmidt 
is a proven winner. He has a Division 
11 National Championship as an assis­
tant coach at Northern Kentucky and 
he helped Duquesne take down Seton 
Hall in the 20 15 16 NCAA Tourna­
ment. 

"I truly believe in •win the day. ev­
eryday ... , Schmidt said. ·That starts 
with the first day of conditioning and 
the first day of weights. If we focus on 
winning the day the rest will take care 
of itself. You can ·r look clown the road . 
you have to look al what's immediate­
ly in front of you: · 

Schmidt joins Wheeling University 
with the perfect team of his own. his 
family. 

His wife and former volleyball and 
hoops coach Brittany and their two 
sons Jackson and Zacharv have been 
there every step of the way for Coach 
Schmidt. 

-TIONS 
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Huck likes Ohio's athleticism at wide receiver 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

"The receivers are a good, 
athletic group," Huck said. 
"We don't throw the ball a ton. 
but we're going to put the ball 
out there to those guys and let 
them be athletes." 

shined on both sides of the ball 
for Coach Mike McKenzie's 
team. 

years and a season of track. 
Dylan, who is undecided 

about his college plans, is the 
son of Jason and Cassie Moore. 

All-Eastern District. 

Most people hear that Eric 
Huck likes to run the Wing-T, 
so immediately they expect the 
ball to be on the ground primar­
ily. 

The 5-8, 160 pounder caught 
879 yards worth of passes and 
had nine touchdowns. He also 
had 278 yards in returns as a 
senior. 

BRIAN PALMER JR., 

Along with football. Palm­
er is an outstanding wres­
tler. He won the Division III, 
I 52-pound state championship 
this past season. 

While that's mostly true, the 
Fort Frye head coach, who will 
guide the Ohio squad in the 
75th Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game. likes the talent 
and athleticism the Buckeye 
State has at the wide receiver 
spot. And he plans to utilize it. 

Slated to compete for time at 
the receiver and tight end spot 
are Dylan Moore (Beaver Lo­
cal), Brian Palmer Jr. (Buckeye 
Local), Jake Rose (River) and 
Reese Skaggs (St. Clairsville). 

Moore was named All-East-

Buckeye Local - This former 
Panther was a steady target for 
Coach Roger Herbert's teams. 

Brian. who is the son of Bri­
an and Sherri Palmer. plans to 
attend Baldwin-Wallace and 
continue both his football and 
wrestling careers. 

Here's a capsule look at the 
Ohio receivers: 

ern District, All-OV AC, 
All-Buckeye 8, All-Quad 
County and All-Columbiana 
County as well as honorable 
mention All-Ohio. 

The 5-9, 170 pounder is 
Buckeye Local's all-time lead­
er in catches and receiving 
yards. He also had the most 
single-season receiving touch­
downs. 

JAKE ROSE. River - This 
former Pilot was a legitimate 
threat for the Pilots and head 
coach Mike Flannery. DYLAN MOORE, Beaver 

Local - This former Beaver 
Along with football, Moore 

competed in baseball for four 
He was named All-OV AC. 

All-Jefferson County and See, HUCK, Page D3 

T-L PhOto/KIM NORTH 
BARTON'S KADEN Blomquist is congratulated by his brother, Tyler (gold shirt) after hitting a 
solo home run in the sixth inning Friday night against Moundsville in a 3-0 Ohio Valley Base­
ball League victory. Also pictured, from left, are teammates Colton Coss (4), Bailey McGrath 
(foreground}, Jacob Probst (background) and Isaac Jozwiak. 

Barton finishes fourth; 
hosts Shadyside Sunday 
• Braves blank Moundsville, 3-0, behind Bassa, Kaden Blomquist 
By KIM NORTH in Glendale. The other semifinal 
Times Leader Sports Writer has second-place Maynard ( 12-

CRESCENT - If Barton is to 
defend its Ohio Valley Baseball 
League championship, it will 
have to do it the hard way. 

The Braves concluded the reg­
ular season Friday night with a 
3-0 blanking of Moundsville on 
Henning Field Field in Pramesa 
Park behind the stellar mound 
perfonnance of Austin Bassa. 

With the victory. Barton (8-7) 
finished fourth in the standings 
and must beat Shadyside (0-16) 
Sunday at I p.m. in the play-in 
game to reach the semifinals. 
The winner faces the top-seed­
ed Expos ( 13-5) in a best-of-3 
format, starting Tuesday at 6 
p.m. on Bob Montgomery Field 
at John Marshall High School 

6) hosting Weirton (8-6), also 
on Tuesday night, on Firemen's 
Field inside the Community 
Park. 
. "The last time we played 
Shadyside it was a 3-2 game, 
so they are there. We're going 
to have to play our best," veter­
an Barton manager Billy Tim­
ko said. "I think we are playing 
pretty well in all three phases of 
the game right now. I wouldn't 
say we are peaking, but we are 
getting close. 

"Austin pitched one heckuva 
game tonight and Kaden (Blom­
quist) finally got ahold of one," 
Timko noted. "Matt (Fouty) is an 
outstanding second baseman." 

Bassa, a former Martins Ferry 
High ace, was in total control, 

Djokovic seeks 
20th major title 

WIMBLEDON, England (AP) - The victories 
:eep adding up for Novak Djokovic: 20 in a row at 
Wimbledon since the start of the 2018 tournament, 
!0 in a row in all Grand Slam matches since the start 
if this season. 

Get both streaks up to 21 on Sundav bv beatin!! 

mixing up his fastballs and cur­
veballs. 

The righthander struck out 
seven, walked two and allowed a 
harmless pair of singles. He re­
tired the side in four of the seven 
innings and threw 99 pitches, of 
which 70 found the strike zone. 
On top of that, he threw a first­
pitch strike to 20 of the 25 Ex­
pos he faced. 

"I just tried to pound the 
(strike) zone as much as possi­
ble," Bassa said. "I didn't want 
to fall behind in the count be­
cause then it gives the batter the 
edge." 

Bassa credited catcher Isaac 
Rine with calling a good game. 

"I trust him one hundred per­
cent," Bassa revealed. "I never 
shake him off." 

See, BARTON, Page 03 

Tribe overcomes 
bad baserunning 
to slip by Royals 

CLEVELAND (AP) - Bobby Bradley homered 
leading off the ninth inning as the Cleveland Indians 
overcame some brutal baserunning that led to man­
ager Terry Francona's ejection for a 2- 1 win over the 
Kansas City Royals on Friday night. 

Bradley drove a 1-2 pitch from Jake Brentz (2-2) 
over the wall in right-center for his I 0th homer as the 
Indians got their second straight walk-off win. touch­
ing off another wild celebration inside Progressive 
Field. 

On Thursday, Franmil Reyes· three-run homer in 
the ninth ended Cleveland's nine-game losing streak. 

James Karinchak (6-2) got his second win in two 
nights, steering around a leadoff double in the ninth. 

Jorge Soler homered for the Royals. who have 
dropped 14 of I 7 to fall a season-worst I 6 games un­
der .500. 

Cleveland got a terrific start from Triston McK­
enzie, who struck out nine in a career-high seven in­
nings. 

Before Bradley's heroics, the Indians were posi­
tioned to break a 1-1 tie in eighth - but literally ran 
themselves out of the inning. 

Daniel Johnson led off with a soft liner that fell 
between Royals outfielders Andrew Benetendi and 
Michael A. Taylor for his first hit this season. Taylor 
made things worse by throwing behind Johnson. who 
took second when the ball got past first baseman Car­
los Santana. 

Cesar Hernandez followed with a single to get 
Johnson to third, and that's where the fun started. 

Amed Rosario hit a grouni;i.er to Royals shortstop 
Nicky Lopez. who trapped l'ohnson in a rundown 
between home and third. Johnson stayed alive long 
enough for Hernandez to get to third. But as both were 
being tagged by Royals All-Star catcher Salvador Pe­
rez, Johnson, who was entitled to the base. stepped off 
and third base umpire James Hoye called both runners 
out. 

Francona asked for an explanation on the odd dou­
ble play. And when he didn't like what he heard, Fran­
cona profanely laid into Hoye before being ejected for 
the first time this season. 

Rosario ended up stranded at second. 
McKenzie blanked the Royals on just one hit. The 

23-year-old, who has spent the season yo-yoing back 
and forth from the minors. was at 85 pitches when 
Francona turned things over to his bullpen in the 
eighth. 

Emmanuel Clase couldn't protect the lead or McK­
enzie' s win, however, as Soler mashed an 0-1 pitch 
over the wall in left to tie it 1-1. 

McKenzie's solid outing was the just the second 
time in 26 games that Cleveland, whose rotation has 
been shredded by injuries all season, had a starter go 
six innings. 

'Best Virginia' 
win exhibition 
By CODY TOMER 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING - Best Virginia got 
the test it was looking for during Fri­
day·s exhibition game against the Un-
~ .... - ..... ,...,.. ,_..a V ~- ... - .-.• ,1 1t.. ........ 1 ; ... ,... n--1 . 



Mets score 1 O in 6th to rout Pirates MLB Glance 

NEW YORK (AP) - NL East leaders broke ebrating his 16th home American1.tague 

Pete Alonso hit a three- through against Pirates run of the season but only lutDivff
0
" Pd 

run homer and Francis- starter JT Brubaker ( 4-9) his second at home. Bos:on ss 34 618 
Tampa Bay 52 J6 59' co Lindor clubbed New in the sixth. leading off The Mets continued Tixon~ ,1,1 4, 518 

York's first grand slam the frame with a single to pile on against the Pi- NewYw, 44 42 .;11 

this season during a I 0- by Brandon Nimmo and rates· bullpen. Sam How- Balliioole ~1ra1~si<111 322 

run sixth inning. and the a full-count walk by Lin- ard loaded the bases on w L 

Mets embarrassed the dor. Dominic Smith sin- two walks and a single. g:a:M ~ ~ 
Pittsburgh Pirates I 3-4 gled. scoring Nimmo and The wild lefty plunked 1►.v01i 40 49 

Friday night. breaking a 2-all tie. pinch-hitter Jose Peraza. = ti ~ ~ 

Pd 
~98 
!11 
449 
425 
409 

A night after being post- After a brief mound vis- scoring Jeff McNeil. He wes10ivisioll 
poned because of weather it by the pitching coach. then walked Nimmo. plat- Housioo ; d; :~ 
for the second time in a Alonso crushed one in ing Michael Conforto be- Oa<lana Sl 40 .556 

week. New York won close vicinity of the Pitts- fore being lifted for Kyle ~~ j !~ ill 
for the fifth time in seven burgh bullpen. chasing Keller. Teias 35 53 398 

games. Friday's matchup Brubaker. Lindor lined Keller's ~ 1Kall$as~~y·sGam 

was delayed 4 I minutes Most of the 20.350 in 1-0 fastball just over the c11t.agol'llll1eSo,12.8altrnoie• 

as li!!htnin!!. thunder and attendance rose to their left-~enter field wall. ex- ~~,~':~\ 
heavy rain ~blanketed Citi feet as Alonso pumped his tend mg the lead to 12-2 M,me1Alla:;0enoo2 

Field with one out in the fist emphatically between with his 10th homer and Te,asJ.OiJ<Jaoo2 
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• Baseball-------
Continued from Page 02 

GB limited opposing hitters to a .1 30 battin!! average 
in more than 56 innings of work. He fanned 68 and 

2
~ walked just 18. He also had eight RBI and 'iCOred se'v-

9* en runs at the plate. 
l' ''Jake's record didn't !-,how how great of a season 

GB he had on the mound." Kernik said. "He learned from 
,;, his mistakes and kept improving. He has the ability to 

13 keep us in any game and I believe the sky is the limit 
16; with what he can achieve on a ballfield. He wa~ also 

solid in the field at shortstop ... 
GB DYLAN GREGORCIC. Bridgeport 
s nior put forth an impressive final cam­
! paign for Coach Zach Winland's team .. 

19 Gregorcic finished the season with 
83 strikeouts in 86 innings of work. 
He walked only 21 hitters and posted a 
solid 2.11 earned run average. 

This se-

• • Sahlrday's Games 
bottom of the eighth.The first and second base. eel- third career grand slam. ioroniors111~3-4Ja1Tam111Bay1Ywlll.g\S-JJ. 

~ 110pm 

"Dylan's a great athlete with a pas­
sion for the game." Winland said. "He 
was always eager to learn and grow. He -.:.1.' _..;;:_...i 

was a leader in the program with man) • Barton ----------------------- 0enoorrao,a,Mirneso1a{Uier 1-11. ,·10?.m. 
Clli:ago \Vnde So, IGd!io 6-6)al Ba11m:re IEs/lellMn new starters and he understood that. He will excel in 

(whatever his future brin!!s):· Cot• df P D1 ~~~ n mue rom age oa11and(Kal)tlelan4-J)a1Tms1F<iiyne,1,cz2.ii1. 
Bassa retired the first eight Mounds- ation. ios,Jll. 

ville before yielding a two-out single to It remained 2-0 until the sixth when =;1=et/a~=,:~1i~!~•:.~,. 
Brandon Corley in the third. After walk- Blomquist. who has been mirred in a N.Y.Yan~s(CaeS-1)a1rbls1on rm.iea-1).115pm 
in12: the next batter. he then set down hitting slump. sent a towering drive ;!Ar.JelSISantXJ\'al 2~1aiSea1M!Flexeor-si. 10:rn 

ALAN BURKETT. Buckeye Local - Thh -..enior 
had an impressive campaign both with the bat and 
glove for rookie head coach Jeff Patrick's team. 

nine consecutive batters before walk- over the fence in deep left-center for a 
mg Bryan Court, in the !,ixth. Greyson 3-0 margin. 
Lowcccy lolted a ,in~le to left-center in Rine and Anthony Zorne evenly di-
the sixth. Onh Corlcv reached second. Yided four singles for Barton. 

"He·., goin·!.! to be our closer from Fouty snagged a line drive while div-
now on." Timko said of Bassa. ·'He was ing to his right in the fourth and then 
on tonight... speared a bullet right at him by the next 

Barton scored all the runs it would batter. 
need in the bottom of the first. Rine Timko said Drake Dobson would get 
laced a leadoff single between first and the statt Sunday. 
~econd and went to -.econd on a ~acri- Game 2 of each semifinal will be 
fice bunt by Jacob Prob\L After steal• Wedne"day at Crescent and Weirton ·s 
ing third. Colton Co,, drew a walk and Edwin J. Bowman Field, with a Game 
went to second without a throw. Bailey 3. if necessary. on Friday, back in 
McGrath rolled a 1-1 pitch to -.econd Moundsville and Maynard. The best­
a, Rine raced home. An error allowed of-5 championship series will begin on 
Cos!-, to ,core for a 2-0 reading. Sunday. July 18. at the highest remain-

The Bra\es threatened to blow the ing seed's home field. The schedule is 
game open m the -..econd but a 6-4-3 subject to change depending on Mother 
double play ended a ba,e!-,-loaded situ- Nature. 

•Huck--------------
continued from Page D1 

The 6 0. 180 pound­
er caught _; 3 pa"ses for 
4 7 5 vards ,md two touch 
downs. On the defcn­
si ve side. he recorded 76 
tackle". including 28 solo 
stops and 48 as,;i-;ts. He 
picked off three pa-;se!-,. 
forced and recovered a 
fumble. 

Ro,c \\ ,\!, recognized as 
Third-Team All -Ohio. He 
was First-Team All-East­
ern Di-.trict. AII-OV AC. 
All Times Leader and 
All-Vallev. 

Along with football. he 
wa-. ,1 ';_t,111dou1 111 base­
ball. earning OV AC Cla,s 
2A Pia\ er of the Year. He 
aho lettered 11 v. re-..tlmg 
,md bowlmg. • 

Jake. who plans to at­
tend Marietta College. is 

the son of Casey and Jen- On top of football, 
nifer Rose. Skaggs b a standout in 

REESE SKAGGS. St. wrestling. 
Clairsville - This for- He was the 2020 
mer Red Devil impacted OVAC Champion at 195 
the game. regardless what pounds and placed fifth in 
side of the ball he played the Division II state tour­
on for Coach Brett Mc- nament as a senior, eam-
Lean ·steam. ing All-Ohio. 

The 6-2. 220 pounder Skaggs was very active 
truly shined on the defen . outside of athletics. too. 
sive side where he earned He was the Vice Presi­
First Team All-Ohio. He dent of the Student Coun­
po!-.ted 60 tackles, three cil, member of the Sweet 
for loss, IO sacks. forced Harmony, was '·Gaston·· 
and recovered a fumble. in the school production 
He also had seven quar- of 'Beauty and the Beast' 
terback hurries. and was a member of the 

Skaggs wa-, named OVAC-, V,trsitv Board. 
All-Ea.stern District, Reese. who pbns to at­
-,elected to play m the tend Concord University 
North-South Game. All- to play football, is the son 
OV AC. All-Valley and of Dr. Walt and Denise 
All Times Leader. Skaggs. 

Stat 

900 Lafayette Avenue, 
Moundsvitle WV 26041 -2226 

NewYor< 
Allanlo 
?tlliaooph,a 
Washing:on 
M'11111 

Mlll1t1<ee 
()rom;l 
C/1,:ig.i 
Stlou~ 
PiitSbu<gi, 

San FrallCISGO 
aOS A/Jgeles 
San{liego 
Cooaoo 
Arizona 

Halion,11.eague 
Easl lwlision 

W L 
46 38 
43 44 
42 44 
42 44 
38 49 
Cftl1ral0ivi~oo 

W l 
53 37 
46 42 
44 45 
43 46 
32 55 

Wesl llivlsioo 
W l 
54 32 
54 34 
52 36 
36 5!) 
25 6,1 

Friday's Games 
GIit.ago Cu~ 1l St Louis 5 
N. Y. MelS 13, Pmsbu<g, 4 
Atlania5, M~-iC 
BoSlOI\ '1. Pliladel;na 5 
C1110Mi1' 2.Mlwaukee O 

Salui1ay'$ Games 

Pel 
548 
.494 
.488 
.488 
437 

Pd 
.589 
.513 
494 
483 
:t'il 

PC1 
6211 
fi14 
SIS 
432 

.28• 

Burkett batted .414 with a .524 on- ..,..........,,=----, 
base percentage. He slugged at a .542 

GB clip with 29 hits. He had two doubles 
- and a triple. He swiped 2 7 bases as a 

4
~ table setter for the Panthers and scored 
5 17 runs. 

9il "Alan had a great season and is very 
GB deserving of the awards and recogni- ~=-----:..11 

6 tion he's received,'' Patrick said. "He 
s~ was a major part of our team. He wa~ our best defend-

1;: er at shortstop and when our offense was productive. 
it was typically because he could stretch a ~ingle into 

GB a double by stealing second.:· 
1 AUSTON HOGUE. Monroe Central - This 

1i Seminoles senior was instrumental 111 the succes~ 
~~ and helping to ''change the culture" for ,,__..,..,.. _ _, 

Coach Troy Baker's club. 
Hogue led the club with a .4 77 • 

Washng100 [les1er 2·3) at San Fraicisal iOeSdaif' 
9-31, !05pJ1l 
Allania iFriecS-5) a1 Mia111 )Rogers 7-5). 4 10p.m. 
Plliadelpha \~loore 0-1' alll0s1on ,P~z 7-4), 4 10 p m. 
f'lttswtgl: •~4-8) al NY Mels{SlnX!lan~t 4·10 
;i,, 1S!game 
Pl~oorgi iKranick 1-0 alN.Y Mets /Megl O-O). r 10 
P-• .1":i game 

batting average. 42 hih and 28 runs 
scored. He was 5-3 on the mound with 
35 strikeouts and just two walks. Hts 
earned run average was 2. 73. 

"Auston has been a great role model 
for our younger players." Baker said . ....,. ___ ..., 
''He's been very con~istent as a pitcher since hi~ 
freshman season and he alway-. play~ the game the 
right way." url:iMal Go:enez 4-3) a1 ~l:M2ukee {Peralla 7.J; 

7.15pm 

• 20th 

Continued from Page D1 
"It's a feeling I've never had before. 

so that's why it just hurt so much. I felt 
like I was outplaying Novak in parts of 
the match. If you're outplaying Novak. 
you can beat anyone." 

So true. Now another new-to-these­
stages foe, No. 7 seed Berrettini. will 
give it a shot. 

Cries of "Vai !" (Go!), "Forza!" (Let's 
go!) and even "Andiamo, amore mio!" 
(Let's go, my love!) rang through the All 
England Club's main stadium earlier. 
,upporting Berrettini in his native tongue 
on his way to becoming Italy's first 
Grand Slam male finalist in 45 years. 

With booming serves delivering 22 
aces, and powerful forehands helping 
compile a total of 60 winners, Berret-

tini used an I l -gamc run to grab a big 
lead and held on to beat No. 14 Hubert 
Hurkacz 6-3. 6-0. 6-7 ( 3 ). 6-4. 

Djokovic is trying to collect a sixth 
championship at Wimbledon - and third 
straight - to go along with nine from 
the Australian Open. three from the U.S. 
Open and two from the French Open. 

And then there· s this: After collect­
ing trophies on the hard courts of Mel­
bourne Park in February. and the red 
clay of Roland Garros in June - de­
feating Berrettini in the quarterfinals 
there - Djokovic seeks a triumph on 
the grass of the All England Club to 
get three-quarters of the way to a cal­
endar-year Grand Slam. with only the 
U.S. Open remaining. 

BEL CAPRE 
APARTMENTS 

Accepting applications for 
1 & 2 bedroom apartments 

64661 Bel Capre Addition, 
Bellaire, OH 

740-676-0213 

171 W M~in ~t ~t r.l~ir~uillo 
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Huck to Get Ohio Receivers Involved in the Game 
By SETH ST ASKEY 

For the News-Register 
Moore (Beaver Local), Brian -------- ad County and All-Colum-
Palmer Jr. (Buckeye Local), • ana County as well as 

He was named All-OV AC, All-Jef­
ferson County and All-Eastern District. 

Most people hear that Eric Huck 
likes to run the Wing-T, so immedi­
ately they expect the ball to be on the 
ground primarily. 

Jake Rose (River) and R ___ onorable mention All-
ese Skaggs (St. Clairs hio. 

Along with football, Palmer is an 
outstanding wrestler. He won the Divi­
sion Ill, 152-pound state championship 
this past season. 

ville). Along with football, 

While that's mostly true, the Fort 
Frye head coach, who will guide the 
Ohio squad in the 75th Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football Game, likes the talent 
and athleticism the Buckeye State has 
at the wide receiver spot. And he plans 
to utilize it. 

Here's a capsule Moore competed in 
look at the Ohio re- baseball for four years Brian, who is the son of Brian and 

Sherri Palmer, plans to attend Bald­
win-Wallace and continue both his 
football and wrestling careers. 

ceivers: &.<.-.rV"I!~- and a season of track. 
DYLAN MOORE, ..___.,:...: Dylan, who is unde-

Beaver Local - This cided about his college 
fonner Beaver shined plans, is the son of Ja-

for Coach Mike Mc Ken- BRIAN PALMER 

JAKE ROSE, River - This fonner 
Pilot was a legitimate threat for the Pi­
lots and head coach Mike Flannery. 

"The receivers are a good, athletic 
group," Huck said. "We don't throw 
the ball a ton, but we're going to put 
the ball out there to those guys and let 
them be athletes." 

on both sides of the bal C son and Cassie Moore. 

zie's team. ------ JR., Buckeye Local - This 
The 5-8, 160 pounder caught fonner Panther was a steady tar-

879 yards worth of passes and had nine get for Coach Roger Herbert's teams. 
touchdowns. He also had 278 yards in The 5-9, 170 pounder is Buckeye 
returns as a senior. Local's all-time leader in catches and 

The 6-0, 180 pounder caught 33 
passes for 4 7 5 yards and two touch­
downs. On the defensive side, he re­
corded 76 tackles, including 28 solo 
stops and 48 assists. 

Slated to compete for time at the 
receiver and tight end spot are Dylan 

Moore was named All-Eastern Dis- receiving yards. He also had the most 
trict, All-OVAC, All-Buckeye 8, All- single-season receiving touchdowns. Please see Ohio. Page C3 

SATURDAY'S 
BEST 

SPORTS 
■ 8p.m.-The 

ESPYS,ABC 

GOLF 
■3p.m.-PGA 

Tour, The John Deere 
Classic, Third Round 

MMA 
■ 8p.m.-UFC 

Prelims, Las Vegas 

MLB 
■ 1 p.m. - Toronto 

at Tampa Bay, MLB 
Network 
■ 4 p.m. -Pitts­

burgh at New York 
Mets, ATT 
■ 7 p.m. - Cincin­

nati at Milwaukee, OR 
New York Yankees at 
Houston, OR St. Louis 
at Chicago Cubs, FOX 

SUNDAY'S BEST 
AUTO RACING 

■ 3:30 p.m. - The 
Quaker State 400, 
NBCSN 

GOLF 
■ 3 p.m.-PGA 

Tour, The John Deere 
Classic, Final Round, 
CBS 

MLB 
■ 7:30 p.m. - Pitts­

burgh at New York 
Mets, ATT 

NBA 
■ 8 p.m. -NBA 

Finals, Phoenix at Mil­
waukee, Game 3, ABC 

'Best Virginia' Passes 
Test in Wheeling 

WVU Alumni • 

Team Overcomes 
An 11-0 Deficit 

By CODY TOMER 
Sports Writer 

WHEELING - Best 
Virginia got the test it 
was looking for during 
Friday's exhibition game 
against the Underground 
Kings at Wheeling Park 
High School. 

The West Virginia 
alumni team fell behind 
11-0 to start the game but 
quickly found its groove 
and came together to 
defeat the MEC alumni 
squad 77 -6 3 using the 
Elam Ending. 

"That was the ideal sit­
uation for us," Cameron 
grad and former Moun­
taineer Logan Routt said. 
"We got down 11-0 and 
if we have to go through 
that in the TBT, we'll say 
'hey, we've been there 
before. We have to turn 
it up.· That shows us that 
we just can't go out and 
try to beat people. (The 
Underground Kings) are 
an alternate for the TBT 
and they have good play­
ers - good hoopers out 
there, so this was a good 
experience." 

Fonner Notre Dame 
College standout Will 
Vorhees bucketed 23 
points for the Kings, in­
cluding two 3-pointers 
during the 11-0 spurt to 
start the contest. Fonner 
Mountaineer and Los An­
geles Laker Devin Ebanks 
( 6-foot-9, 215 pounds) 
charted I 8 points for the 
Kings, forcing the Best 
Virginia defense to be on 
its toes early and often. 

"We have to be ready to 
play and ready to go out 

Photo by Cody Tomer 
Best Virginia's John Flowers pops a 3-polnter from the 
corner during Friday's exhibitton game against the Un­
derground Kings at Wheeling Park High School. 
of the gates," Best Virgin- to give the Mountaineers 
ia assistant coach and cur- a 41-39 halftime advan­
rent Morgantown High tage. 
School boys' basketball In the second half, 
coach Dave Tallman said. however, Best Virginia 
"Our defense needs some began to showcase its size 
work. We got exposed on and athleticism - talcing 
some things in the first a 61-51 upper hand into 
half but we'll get great the fourth and going into 
film on it and we' II get the Elam Ending with a 
into our training camp 69-53 cushion. 
next week and get ready "We were looking at 
for Charleston." how we play together and 

Best Virginia trailed our substitutions coming 
26-18 after one and it 
took a 3-point buzz­
er-beater by John Flowers 

Please see Test 
Page CJ 

Wheeling University Tabs Matt Schmidt 
As New Head Women's Basketball Coach 

WHEELING - Wheel- a special place I a I with his baskel-
ing University has named and I am excited . ball acumen, his 
Duquesne University As- to become part broad recruit-
sociate Head Coach Matt of the Cardinal . ing network, his 

I O single-season point to­
tals came under Schmidt's 
watch. 

Duquesne posted five 

W.Va. Gets 3 Weeks 
Of Practice in July 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 

WHEELING - The COVID-19 pandem­
ic brought about many changes - good and 
bad - to life, the world and even high school 
sports. 

When West Virginia Governor Jim Justice 
delayed winter sports until mid March there 
was a trickle-down effect to spring sports and 
even the fall schedule. 

While the 
0

fall sports schedule will be tradi­
tional, the summer workouts, practice and con­
ditioning schedule was altered. 

Traditionally, the West Virginia SSAC had 
permitted each county to formulate its own 
three-week window in the month of June as a 
period in which coaches could work with their 
athletes. 

Because of the delayed finish for spring 
sports, the SSAC permitted that period to be 
held in July, meaning area teams began work­
outs last Monday and will run the next two full 
weeks before taking the final week of the month 
off before official practices begin on Aug. 2. 

So far, area football coaches are pleased with 
the idea. 

"I really like it and I hope the state gives us 
the opportunity to continue to do this pushing 
forward," Wheeling Park head coach Chris 
Daugherty said. "Giving the kids the last week 
of July off before August camp is nice because 
it allows them to have a full week for their bod­
ies and minds to rest." 

Please see Practice. Page CJ 

AP Photo 
Pittsburgh Pirates catcher Michael Perez watch­
es as New York Mets' Francisco Llndor, right, 
follows through on a grand slam home run 
during the sixth Inning of Friday's game in New 
York. 

Lindor Blasts Grand 
Slam, Mets Pound Boes 

NEW YORK (AP) by Brandon Nimmo 
- Pete Alonso hit and a full-count walk 

a three-run homer by Lindor. Dominic 
and Francisco Lindor Smith singled, scoring 
clubbed New York's Nimmo and breaking a 
first grand slam this 2-all tie. 
season during a I 0-run After a brief mound 
sixth inning, and the visit by the pitching 
Mets embarrassed the coach, Alonso crushed 
Pittsburgh Pirates 1 3-4 one in close vicinity of 
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in and how.they are playing off of each 
other," Best Virginia head coach James 
Long said. 

and Kevin Jones added I I in front of 
star-struck fans watching their favorite 
players lace up the sneakers. 

Wheeling Central alum and fonner 
Mountaineer Chase,, Harter drained a 3 
and a pair of free throws for five points 
after setting up the exhlbition game in 
his hometown. 

to give back to the valley. This was one 
of those things I was very glad to do. 

'The fans had fun and it was a com­
petitive game. We got something out of 
it and overall it was a great experience. 
It was good to face adversity. The last 
game we played was a blowout, so this 
was a lot of fun." 

"We'll just use this as game reps and 
use it to get video and understand each 
other as a team." 

Juwan Staten paced Best Virgin­
ia with 26 points, Flowers tallied 12 

"Mountaineer Nation was at its best 
and you could hear it from the first bas­
ket," Long said. "You could feel the 
energy and we appreciate them coming 
out and I hope it was worth their time." 

'This was fun and we had a great 
turnout," Harler said. "One of my goals 
when I graduated from WVU was to try 

PRACTICE . 
Continuedfrom Page CJ 

Mike Young, who is first and foremost. 
preparing for his 50th Going through the 
as a coach, sees benefits July heat helps to bet­
and negatives to the cal- ter acclimate the play­
endar change. er to the heat for when 

"After an entire school the August doubles roll 
year, giving a break in around. On top of that. 
June and then coming he believes the players 

, back with a mini camp will have a much better 
in July is something handle on both the of­
I don't think is a bad fensive and defensive 
idea," Young said. "But, schemes when they re­
it's something that peo- sume. 
pie will still need to get "I can't remember 
acclimated to. I think the where I put my keys 10 
idea of having a break is minutes ago, let alone 
good, but (July) is a bet- asking these kids to re­
ter to help you prepare member a scheme for 

. for August.., an entire month without 
Footbal! . teams were practicing it... Kropka 

• . able to ut1hze June as a. said. " I hope it stays this 
• lifting and conditioning way. 

mo~th once again. But. "It just allows for bet­
dur~ng the three-week ter continuity." 
pen~d_. much more sport Speaking of Ohio 
spec1f~c work can be ac- games, Wheeling Park 
comphshed. opens with St. Clairs-

Park, for instance. ville on Aug. 27. The 
will use a bulk of the Patriots head coach beT 
time during this month Iieves that this three­
~o inst~ll and work on week period may help 

. its passmg game. close the gap of some of 
"We will use the three the advantages the Ohio 

weeks to get most of school have, which in­
, our throwing installed.'' eludes starting the sea-
' Daugherty said. "Since son a week prior. an 

you really can· t block additional scrimmage 
and you're unable to hit and the aforementioned 
anyone, getting ready looser summer rules. 
for the run game is dif- ''As a West Virgin­
ficult. But. we're able ia guy. I've always felt 
to get ahead of the game like Ohio had a head 
with the pass and then start, but it's something 
we'll be heavy run in you just have to deal 
August.'' with when you live in 

The whole three-week this part of the state and 
concept is completely you play teams from 
new to John Marshall both sides of the river." 
head coach Justin Kro• Daugherty said. 
pka. whose coaching Kropka admitted that 
exp~rience at the high when he played a West 
school level came to• Virginia team during his 
tally in Ohio where the tenure at Harrison Cen­
o~f ~season ~ules are sig- tral, he always tried to 
nif1cantly different. get that game early in 1 

In Ohio, this summer, the season because of , 
there were basically no those same built-in ad- I 
rules for the number of vantages that the Buck­
days a coach could work eye State has. • 
:-Vith his team. whereas Meanwhile, Young 
in t~e. past. each coach has spent half of his 
1s hm1ted to IO days. coaching career with the 
which can be utilized Maroon Knights and the 
how they see fit. other half at St. Clairs-

"I am sure there was a ville. 
reason for it, but I nev- 'Tve worked in two 
er understood the few different settings and 
weeks in June. take an had good success at 
entire month off and both places," Young 
then start back up in said. 
June.'' Kropka said. "I "Whatever setting 
think it makes much you give me. whatever 
more sense this way for month you give me or 
many reasons." don't give me, we will 

Kropka cited healthy still try to make the 
and safety of the players mo,;t of it." 

COACH 
Contim,edfrom Page CI 

earning a No. 9 seed 
in the Bridgeport Re­
gion. Duquesne won its 
first-ever NCAA Tour­
nament game when they 
defeated No. 8 seed Se­
ton Hall 97-76 in the 
First Round. 

Before establishing 
Duquesne as one of 
the top offenses in the 
A-1 0 . Schmidt served as 
the head coach of Arm-
_ . _ .., _ - 4 . 1 ... _ .: .., ""·-- · - =-

of Findlay (2001-04 ), 
West Virginia (2000-
01 ), and UMBC ( I 999-
00). 

He began his colle­
giate coaching career at 
West Virginia as a grad­
uate assistant in I 998. 

Prior to coaching in 
college. Schmidt re­
turned to his high school 
alma mater. Ferndale, as 
the head junior's boys 
L , . . , 1. - •L .,, 11 _ ..., ,.. ,... L:. ,C....,_ .,1.., ,.. 

OHIO 
♦ 

Conu1111ed from Page CJ 
• 

He picked off three passes, 
forced and recovered a fumble . 

impacted the game, regardless He was the 2020 OV AC Cham­
pion at 1 9 5 pounds and placed 
fifth in the Division II state tour­
nament as a senior, earning All­
Ohio. 

Rose was recognized as Third­
Team All-Ohio. He was First­
Team All-Eastern District, All­
OV AC. All Times Leader and 
All-Valley. 

what side of the ball he played on 
for Coach Brett McLean's team. 

The 6-2, 220 pounder tru­
ly shined on the defensive side 
where he earned First Team All­
Ohio. 

Skaggs was very active outside 
of athletics, too. 

Along with football, he was 
a standout in baseball, earning 
OV AC Cla~~ 2A Player of the 
Year. 

He posted 60 tackles, three for 
loss, 10 sacks, forced and recov­
ered a fumble. 

He was the Vice President of 
the Student Council. member of 
the Sweet Hannony. was "Gas­
ton" in the school production of 
'Beauty and the Beast' and was a 
member of the OVAC's Varsity 
Board. 

He also lettered in wrestling 
and bowling. 

He also had seven quarterback 
hurries. 

Jake. who plans to attend Mar­
ietta College, is the son of Casey 
and Jennifer Rose. 

Skaggs was named All-Eastern 
District, selected to play in the 
North-South Game, All-OV AC, 
All-Valley and All Times Leader. 

On top of football, Skaggs is a 
standout in wrestling. 

Reese, who plans to attend 
Concord University to play foot­
ball, is the son of Dr. Walt and 
Denise Skaggs. 

REESE SKAGGS, St. Clairs­
ville - This fonner Red Devil 

LINDOR - - --------------
Cm1ti11ued from Page CI 

the left-center field wall. extending the lead to 12-2 
with his I 0th homer and third career grand slam. 

Aaron Loup {3-0) pitched a scoreless sixth for the 
win. 

After an easy I 0-pitch first inning, New York 
starter Taijuan Walker started the next frame by 
loading the bases. The tall right-hander then hit 
light-hitting Michael Perez in the thigh to score Ben 
Gamel. giving Pittsburgh an early lead. 

Batting left-handed. Jonathan Villar lined Brubak­
er's first pitch of the third inning for a solo homer. 
James McCann followed with a soft single onto the 
outfield grass and later scored from first when Nim­
mo lined a double in the gap. 

Villar added another solo shot in the seventh hit­
ting ngt)ty, his eighth of the season and 300th career 
RBI. He became the tenth player in franchise history 
to homer from both sides of the plate in the same 
game. 

Pirate~ All Star Adam Frazier had a game-tying 
RBI single in the fifth. 

Pinch-hitting rookie Rodolfo Castro connected 
for his first career hit. a solo homer in the seventh 
against Mets' reliever Nick Tropeano. 

Pittsburgh's John Nogowski had three hits and 
became the first Pirate with IO hits in his first four 
games with the team, one more than Maurice Van 
Robays in 1939, per STA TS. 

CUBS 10, CARDINALS 5 
CHICAGO (AP) - Kyle Hendricks won his ninth 

straight decision. Patrick Wisdom hit a two-run ho­
mer and Chicago Cubs beat the St. Louis Cardinals. 

INDIANS 2, ROYALS 1 
CLEVELAND (AP) - Bobby Bradley homered 

leading off the ninth inning as Cleveland overcame 
some brutal baserunning that led to manager Terry 
Francona's ejection. 

Bradley drove a 1-2 pitch from Jake Brentz (2-2) 
over the wall in right-center for his I 0th homer as 
the Indians got their second straight walk-off win, 
touching off another wild celebration inside Progres­
sive Field. 

On Thursday, Franmil Reyes ' three-run homer in 
the ninth ended Cleveland' s nine-game losing streak. 

James Karinchak (6-2) got his second win in two 
nights, steering around a leadoff double in the ninth. 

RANGERS 3, ATHLETICS 2 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) - Adolis Garcia's 

two-run single to center field highlighted Texas' 
three-run sixth after Oakland 's Cole Irvin took a 
no-hitter into the inning, and Jordan Lyles won his 
third straight start. 

REDS 2, BREWERS 0 
MILWAUKEE (AP) - Wade Miley pitched eight 

shutout innings and helped himself by doubling and 
scoring as Cincinnati beat Milwaukee. 

TWINS 4, TIGERS 2 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) - Max Kepler hit a two­

run triple during a four-run sixth inning and Minne­
sota waited out another young Detroit starter. 

BRAVES 5, MARLINS 0 
MIAMI (AP) - Charlie Morton pitched seven 

innings of two-hit ball, Ronald Acuna Jr. was re­
strained after being plunked by another Marlins and 
Atlanta beat Miami. 

RED SOX 11, PHILLIES 5 
BOSTON (AP) - Kike Hernandez led off the 

Red Sox first with a home run, J.D. Martinez hit a 
three-run shot and Rafael Devers also homered to 
lead Boston past Philadelphia. 

RAYS 7, BLUE JAYS 1 
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) - Three Tampa 

Bay relievers combined on five more scoreless in­
nings, Ji-Man Choi drove in three runs and the Rays 
won their fifth consecutive game. 

WHITE SOX 12, ORIOLES 1 
BALTIMORE (AP) - Baltimore-area native 

Gavin Sheets homered in his first trip to Camden 
Yards as a major leaguer, and Chicago routed Bal­
timore. 

White Sox, who have won three in a row and eight 
of their last 11. 

Dallas Keuchel CZ-3) scattered seven hits over 
seven innings, yielding one run to earn his first road 
victory since May 1 7. Keuchel improved to 4-0 with 
a 2. 70 ERA in his last seven starts against the Ori­
oles. 

Baltimore has dropped four of five this month. 

GENERAl-
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W. Va. sets receiver candidates for OVAC Game 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

ginia receivers: his team's MVP. 

Fans attending the 75th OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game on 
July 24 at Wheeling Island Stadium can 
probably expect the ball to be in the air 
a good bit when West Virginia is on of­
fense. 

versatility of the receiving group," De­
pew said. "There is a lot of speed there, 
too. Some of the guys even took snaps 
at their schools and their coaches found 
creative ways to use their skills. We 
plan to have three and four (receivers) 
on the field most of the game." 

The receiving candidates are Kobe 
Hill (Linsly), Payton Marling (Wheel­
ing Central), Lucky Pulice (Madonna), 
Levi Rice (South) and Torrence Walker 
(Wheeling Park). 

KOBE HILL, Linsly - This former 
Cadet shined in multiple spots on the 
offensive side of the ball for Depew's 
squad the last several seasons. 

The 5-10, 165 pounder caught 83 
passes for 1,000 yards and nine touch­
downs. He rushed 70 times for 315 
yards and four touchdowns. He com­
pleted 33-of-5 I passes for 465 yards 
and four more touchdowns. 

Away from football, Hill was a three­
year letterman in baseball, a member of 
Drug Free Club, Minding your Mind 
Club and a Youth Group leader. 

Kobe, who is undecided about his 
college plans, is the son of Justin and 
Canie Hill. 

PAYTON MARLING, Wheeling 
Central - This former Maroon Knight 
was a big-play threat in a myriad of ca­
pacities for Coach Mike Young's team. 

And no one could blame Mountain 
State head coach B.J. Depew, who has 
named his wide receivers for the game. 

"We really like the entire skill set and Here's a capsule look at the West Vir-
Hill was named All-OV AC, All-Val­

ley and All-Times Leader. He was also See, RECEIVERS, Page 82 

AP PHOTO 

WEST VIRGINIA guard Chase Harler (14) drives around Oklahoma State guard Isaac Likekele (13) during an 
NCAA college basketball game in Stillwater, Okla., in 2020. 

Mets and Pirates 
rained out, will 
play DH Saturday 

NEW YORK (AP) - A game scheduled for Thurs­
day night between the New York Mets and Pittsburgh 
Pirates was postponed due to rain and will be made up 
as part of a doubleheader Saturday. 

The teams will play a single-admission twinbill be­
ginning at 4: 10 p.m. Saturday, trying to make up the 
game during Pittsburgh's only scheduled visit to the 
Big Apple this season. 

Friday night's game could also be at risk as Tropi­
cal Storm Elsa makes its way up the East Coast. 

It's the second rainout this week for the Mets, who 
waited nearly 2 1/2 hours Tuesday to play the Brew­
ers before owner Steve Cohen tweeted that the game 
was called off. New York made it up Wednesday as 
part of its ninth doubleheader this season. 

New York has four more doubleheaders scheduled 
this season beginning Saturday. As part of COVID- 19 
safety protocols, twinbills are limited this year to a 
pair of seven-inning games, meaning the Mets are 
set to save 26 innings over its 13 doubleheaders 
hugely beneficial for Mets manager Luis Rojas and 
his injury-ravaged pitching staff. 

"The four less innings, they help a lot," Rojas said. 

Gameda ·n Whee1·ng for 'Best v·rg·n·a' "Ithinkthosehavecomeinhandy.andsohastheex­y I I I I I tra-innings rule. Those two have been saviors when it 
comes to health." 

By CODY TOMER 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING -- It's been quite 
some time since Wheeling Central 
grad Chase Harler played a game in 
his hometown. 

That will change tonight as Best 
Virginia, West Virginia Universi­
ty's alumni team competing in The 
Basketball Tournament, plays an 
exhibition game at Wheeling Park 
at 7 p.m. 

Tickets can be purchased on­
line at bestvirginiatbt.com or at the 
door and kids I 3 and under get in 
for free. 

It will also be Harler's first time 
playing at Wheeling Park since his 
first year in a Maroon Knights' uni-

form. 
"I played there as a freshman and 

I kind of had my breakout game," 
Harter said of the Palace on the 
Hill. "I scored 34 points that night. 
We played a Blue and Gold game at 
WesBanco Arena a few years ago, 
as well, and it was a great turnout. 
I'm hoping for the same (tonight)." 

Harter, Cameron alum Logan 
Routt and the rest of the Best Vir­
ginia squad will be taking on TBT 
alternate and MEC alumni team, 
the Underground Kings. 

The Kings' roster consists of for­
mer West Liberty standout David 
Dennis, along with Will Voorhees, 
Tommie Bolte, Tanner McGrew, 
Matt Bingaya, Jason Perry-Mur­
ray, Maurice Whitehurst and Ty-

ihai Byers. Mets right-hander Taijuan Walker (7-3, 2.44 ERA) 
Best Virginia is coming off an had been set to burnish his candidacy as an All-Star 

exhibition win over the South- replacement after teammate Jacob deGrom decided 
em West Virginia All-Stars on he won't travel to Denver for the game. Walker was 
Wednesday in Beckley, with 2010 slated to face Pirates righty JT Brubaker (4-8, 4.09). 
NBA Draft pick of the L.A. Lakers, Walker and Brubaker will pitch Friday. 
Devin Ebanks leading the opposi- Mets righty Marcus Stroman (6-6, 2.60) will slide 
tion. back a day and pitch in one of the doubleheader games 

"It's going to be cool because Saturday, with rookie Tylor Megill (0-0. 3.77) start­
I believe Ebanks will be in town ing the other. 
and will play for (the Underground Left-hander Tyler Anderson (4-8, 4.39) will pitch 
Kings) on Friday," Harter said. Saturday's opener forthe Pirates, and it's unclear who 
"We had a good turnout in Beck- will get game 2. 
ley and I expect a better turnout in Mets outfielder Brandon Nimmo was held out of 
Wheeling." New York's announced lineup after experiencing 

Best Virginia is led by head soreness in his left shoulder. Nimmo landed on his left 
coach James Long, the current side making a diving catch Wednesday. Rojas said 
~oach_ of West Virg!nia T~ch. ~e Nimmo felt good doing baseball activities Thursday 
1s assisted bv Wheehnl! Umvers1tv and would have been available off the bench. 

See, GAME, Page B2 

Ph oe n iX hits 20 treys in grabbing a 2-0 series lead 
PHOENIX (AP) - The Phoenix 

Suns have never been closer to an 
NBA title. 

Devin Booker scored 31 points, 
Chris Paul had 2 3 and the Suns 
beat the Milwaukee Bucks 118-
108 on Thursday night to take a 
2-0 series lead. 

The Suns surged ahead late in the 
first half, withstood Giannis Ante­
tokounmpo' s all-around effort to 
bring the Bucks back, and walked 
off winners again as fans swung or­
ange rally towels all around them. 

Antetokounmpo had 42 points 
and 1 2 rebounds in his second 
game back after missing two 
games because of a hyperextended 
left knee. 

appearances, and didn't win more 
than two games in either series. 

They've already got two this 
time and will go after a third Sun­
day in Milwaukee, which will host 
the NBA Finals for the first time 
since 1974. 

Booker made seven 3-pointers 
and the Suns went 20 for 40 be· 
hind the arc. Mikal Bridges scored 
2 7 points, and Paul finished with 
eight assists. 

Jrue Holiday played more ag­
gressively but didn't shoot a whole 
lot better than in Game I , scoring 
1 7 points but hitting only 7 for 
21 . Khris Middleton was 5 for 16, 
forcing Antetokounmpo to carry an 
even heavier load on his sore left 

the Eastern Conference semifinals, 
but had some help when first James 
Harden and then Kyrie Irving were 
injured. 

Now they are facing a Suns team . 
loaded with weapons all over the 
lineup, and showed off all of ~em t>•~~r::;_,~ 
in the prettiest play of this series. 

They whipped the ball all around 
the perimeter for the final basket of 
the first half. It went from Paul to 
Booker to Jae Crowder to Bridges, 
back to Crowder to Paul, then over 
to Crowder and once again Bridge. 
He then finally fed it inside to De­
andre Ayton, who scored while be­
ing fouled with 14.9 seconds left 
for a 56-45 lead at the break. 
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"I putted decent last week at Dick's, and I kind of 

KANSAS CITY Royals' Hunter Dozier tags out Cleveland Indians' Oscar Mercado at third base during the was on to something here," Andrade said. "My feel is 
third inning of a baseball game Thursday in Cleveland. very good. Today it was exceptional." 1 

Andrade had five birdies and no bogeys on an OCC 

Indians rally past Royals, 7-4 
CLEVELAND (AP) - Franmil of a big hit, Perez gave them one, that day in Minnesota when he sus­

Reyes hit a three-run homer with connecting off Scott Barlow to tained his freak injury by snagging 
two outs in the ninth inning as the give Cleveland a 4-3 lead. After his right thumb on his undershirt 
Cleveland Indians ended a nine- circling the bases, Perez was met while yanking it off. 
game losing streak - their longest before he reached the dugout by ST A YING POSITIVE 
under manager Terry Francona - several teammates. Francona said the challenge for 
with a 7-4 win over the Kansas But the euphoria didn't last long him and his staff during this losing 
City Royals on Thursday night. as Santana. who played 10 seasons skid was to not let it become over-

After Royals manager Mike in Cleveland before signing with whelming _ hard as that may be. 

course that dried out after the sun broke through and 
the wind came up in the afternoon. Ames had seven 
birdies and two bogeys in the morning session. 

Wes Short Jr. shot 66. Alex Cejka, looking for his 
third victory in a senior major this year, and Robert 
Karlsson followed at 6 7. 

Andrade, who started on the I 0th hole, pulled into 
a tie with Ames with a birdie on the par-5 sixth. He 
just missed a 20-foot downhill birdie putt on the par-4 
ninth. 

"I'm not happy that I haven't won in a long time," 
said Andrade, whose last win was in 2015. "So this 
build-up has been happening, and I'm seeing a lot of 
good things, progress. Finished top IO at the Tradi­
tion, Alabama." Matheny elected to have reliever Kansas City as a free agent last "We try to check ourselves first 

Greg Holland (2-4) walk the dan- winter, connected for his second and foremost. If we react to some-
gerous Jose Ramirez to put runners homer. thing during a game that maybe we • Game--------------
at first and second. Reyes made Hunter Dozier also homered for 
him pay with his blast into the left- the Royals. who have been on their wouldn't normally react to, that's Continued from Page B1 
field seats. own skid and have lost 14 of 17. going to send up the wrong mes- assistant coach Da'Sean Butler and Morgantown 

Reyes· I 4th homer set off a Santana and Dozier connected sage that it's getting to all of us," coach Dave Tallman. 
wild celebration by the Indians, for solo homers in the fourth off he said. "So, trying to be consistent John Flowers, Kevin Jones, Juwan Staten, Jayse-
who doused the slugger with water Zach Plesac, who returned from is huge. an Paige, Tarilc Phillip, Sagaba Konate, Nate Adrian, 
when he reached home plate. The the injured list to Cleveland's ro- "Trying to be upbeat, but upbeat Jonathan Holton and Teyvon Myers are some other 

• t pa·n 'or the tation after bizarrely breaking his for the right reasons. Still be there standouts for team Best Virginia. wm eases some recen 1 1
' "This is going to be cool for everyone, especial-

Indians. who had been collapsing right thumb and missing nearly six for guys when they hustle, they run ly the parents who grew up watching West Virgin-
amid a slew of injuries and little weeks. balls out, things like that, or if they ia basketball," Harler said. "We'll have some wvu 
offense. Plesacwasn'tbad,allowingthree line out and they're frustrated. But • Oh" v 11 1 · • • b 

Be'"ore Reyes' blow, Roberto runs - two on homers - and five h · • hi legends m the 10 a ey P aymg competitive as-
1

1 at t e same time, correctmg t ngs k tb 11 d I think ·t• • t draw a good crowd " 
Perez hl·t a three-run homer 1·n the h"t • ' • ·ngs wh1·1e on a p1·tch e a an 1 s gomg O • 

1 s m ,our mm that need to be corrected." With this being the squad' s final tuneup before 
• eighth to give the Indians new life. count. TRAINER'S ROOM opening TBT play Saturday, July 17 in Charleston 

Carlos Santana homered twice The Indians were no-hit by five Royals: C Cam Gallagher (shoul- against WoCo Showtime (Wofford's alumni team), 
for the Royals. connecting for a ty- Tampa pitchers over seven innings der) began a rehab assignment with Best Virginia will be looking to not only put on a 
ing shot in the ninth off James Kar- Wednesday in Game 2 while being Triple-A Omaha. He hasn't played show for the fans but to grow as a team, as well. 
inchak (5-2), who wound up get- swept in a doubleheader. They fi- with Kansas City since June 16_ "We mostly just want to have fun but we have a 

1 ting the win after blowing a save. nally got their first hit in I 1 innings UP NEXT game plan going in," Harler said. "We want to build 
Bobby Bradley also homered for over three games when Oscar Mer- As the Indians continue to make chemistry and work on what we need to work on and 

the Indians. who won for the first cado led off the third with a double build relationships on the floor, especially on the 
time since June 28. For a while, it off Danny Duffy that was initially pitching plans on the fly due to in- defensive side. The better you can guard, the better 
looked as if Cleveland might ex- ruled foul but changed after a video juries, RHP Triston McKenzie will you'll be in the TBT." 

' tend its longest losing streak since review. be recalled from Triple-A Colum- When the game ends, the fun won't as players from 
an I I-gamer in 2012. Plesac made his first start since bus to start Friday's game against Best Virginia will be hosting a camp at The High-

With the Indians badly in need May 23. It was after a rough outing Royals RHP Brad Keller. lands Sports Complex on Sunday from 1 :30 p.m. to 

. Wimbledon---------------------- 4:30 p.m. for ages 5-16. 

Continued from Page B1 • Receivers ----------
was broken just once, va, a 29-year-old from the pain to continue. "A great level, the best Continued from Page B1 

Sabalenka twice. Czech Republic who was '"To be honest, it was level I've played in quite The 6-foot, 185 pounder caught 19 passes for 251 
After going O for 8 the runner-up at the 2016 going to be touch and some time," Barty said. yards and a touchdown. He rushed for 563 yards and 

on break points in the U.S. Open to Kerber and go. Everything had to be "Angie is an incredible six touchdowns and passed for 158 yards. Defen­
first set. the first set she used to be ranked No. I. spot on to give myself a competitor. She brought sively, he posted 55 tackles, recovered a fumble and 
dropped in six matches, "He said, 'I told you, you chance to play pain-free out the best in me today." posted a sack. 
Pliskova "got a bit frus- were going to make the and to play knowing that It was a rather enter- Marling's fine season didn't go unnoticed. He was 
trated,'' she acknowl- final."' I could trust my body," taining and, from point to named First Team All-State Class A for the second 
edged afterward. The 25-year-old Barty Barty said. "If you told point, rather even contest, straight season. He was also named All-OV AC and 

But she went I for 1 in won the 2019 French me a month ago we'd be two talented baseliners All-Valley. 
that category in each of Open and has been atop sitting in this position, willing to try a volley, Along with football, Marling was a three-year let-
the last two sets. the WTA rankings for 1 I really wouldn't have drop shot or lob when re- terman in track and field. 

"She just returned like l /2 years. thought that we would quired. They were each Payton, who is planning to continue his football 
crazy - like, really good She is the first woman even get close." other's equal for long career at Wheeling University, is the son of Julie and 
- and I couldn't do any- from Australia to reach On Thursday, she faced exchanges - in all, 22 Mark Joseph and Tim Marling. 

thing," said Sabalenka. the title match at Wim- a big test in the second set, points lasted at least nine LUCKY PULICE, Madonna - This former Blue 
the only top-20 seed in bledon since Evonne which Kerber was two strokes, with Kerber win- Don was a steady contributoron both sides of the ball 
the draw without a major Goolagong won the tro- points from owning when ning a dozen. for Coach Dan Rovira's club. 
quarterfinal appearance phy 1980; Barty has been Barty served at deuce Their approaches are Pulice caught 860 yards worth of passes and 
until now. wearing an outfit intended while trailing 5-2. The different, though. Kerber scored 10 touchdowns. From his strong safety spot, 

Neither Pliskova - as a tribute to Goolagong full-capacity crowd was is a left-hander who hits he posted 70 tackles, recorded five tackles for loss, 
whose coach, Sascha this fortnight. backing the comeback flat groundstrokes and is broke up four passes, picked off three and blocked a 
Bajin. used to work with "Now to kind of give effort for the 33-year-old just fine with handling punt for a touchdown. 
Naomi Osaka and was myself a chance to create German, too, with shouts foes' low shots, often Along with football, Pulice was a multi-year let­
Serena Williams' hitting some history, almost in a of "Come on, Angie!" dropping a knee onto the terman in basketball. He also was a member of the 
partner - nor Barty had way that's a tribute to her, and "Go on, Kerber!" turf to get leverage. National Honor Society and served on the prom com-
ever been past the fourth is really exciting," Barty But Barty steeled her- Barty is a righty who mittee. 
round at the grass court said. self to hold there, then relies on heavy topspin Lucky is the son of Jamie Pulice and Kelly Pulice. 
Grand Slam tournament. She arrived in England broke to get within 5-4 for a forehand packed LEVI RICE, Parkersburg South - This former Pa-

"Coming into this tour- not having competed with a cross-court fore- with power, and her slice triot was a threat with the ball every time he touched 
nament. the dream was to since June 3. when she hand passing winner. backhand can produce it for Coach Nathan Tanner's team. 
make the second week. ... withdrew during her sec- That was part of a 38- tricky bounces on the The 6-2. I 75 pounder had more than 600 all-pur-
Sascha was super confi- and-round match in Paris, 16 advantage in total win- grass. pose yards as a senior and took two kicks back for a 
dent in me," said Plisko- her left hip in too much ners for Barty, responsi- She ended up with an touchdown. As a junior, he caught 25 passes for 553 

ble more than anything 8-0 edge in aces and 18-9 yards and recorded seven touchdowns. 
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else for her triumph. And in forehand winners. Also a standout in the classroom, Rice was a 
this - was remarkable: " I was trying to playing member of the Principal's List all four years of high 
She compiled that many my game," Kerber said. school. He also played basketball and ran track. 
point-ending shots while "But she had always a Levi, who is the son of Sean and Christy Rice, 
making only 16 unforced good answer." plans to attend the University of Charleston. 
errors. TORRENCE WALKER, Wheeling Park - This 
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speedster was a game breaker for Coach Chris 
Daugherty' s team. 

The 6-foot, 175 pounder caught 17 passes for 245 
yards and four touchdowns. He also took two kicks 
back for touchdowns. 

On top of football, Walker was the OVAC's fastest 
man on the track. He posted times of 10.43, 21.23 
and 48.45 in the three short sprints. He won the Class 
AAA state championship in all three events. He also 
recently finished sixth in the 1 DOM in a national high 
school meet in Eugene, Ore. 

Torrence, who is the son of Terry Walker and Lon­
nette Walker, will attend Virginia Tech and continue 
his track career. 
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W.Va. Squad Well-Equipped For Aerial Assault 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

Fans attending the 75th 
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game on July 24 at 
Wheeling Island Stadium can 
probably expect the ball to be 
in the air a good bit when West 
Virginia is on offense. 

ative ways to use their skills. 
We plan to have three and four 
(receivers) on the field most of 
the game." 

The receiving candidates 
are Kobe Hill (Linsly), Payton 
Marling (Wheeling Central), 
Lucky Pulice (Madonna), Levi 
Rice (South) and Torrence 
Walker (Wheeling Park). 

He rushed 70 times for 315 
yards and four touchdowns. He 
completed 33-of-5 l passes for 
465 yards and four more touch­
downs. 

a big-play threat in a myriad 
of capacities for Coach Mike 
Young's team. 

The 6-foot, 18 5 pounder 
caught 19 passes for 251 yards 
and a touchdown. He rushed for 
563 yards and six touchdowns 
and passed for 15 8 yards. De­
fensively, he posted 55 tackles, 
recovered a fumble and posted 
a sack. 

Payton, who is planning to 
continue his football career at 
Wheeling University, is the son 
of Julie and Mark Joseph and 
Tim Marling. 

Hill was named All-OV AC, 
All-Valley and All-Times 
Leader. He was also his team's 
MVP. 

LUCKY PULICE, Madon­
na - This former Blue Don 
was a steady contributor on 
both sides of the ball for Coach 
Dan Rovira's club. And no one could blame 

Mountain State head coach BJ. 
Depew, who has named his 
wide receivers for the game. 

Here's a capsule look at the 
West Virginia receivers: 

KOBE HILL, Linsly -
This former Cadet shined in 
multiple spots on the offensive 
side of the ball for Depew's 
squad the last several seasons. 

Away from football, Hill was 
a three-year letterman in base­
ball, a member of Drug Free 
Club, Minding your Mind Club 
and a Youth Group leader. 

Marling's fine season didn't 
go unnoticed. He was named 
First Team All-State Class A 
for the second straight season. 
He was also named All-OV AC 
and All-Valley. 

Pulice caught 860 yards 
worth of passes and scored 1 0 
touchdowns. From his strong 
safety spot, he posted 70 tack­
les, recorded five tackles for 
loss, broke up four passes, 
picked off three and blocked a 
punt for a touchdown. 

Kobe, who is undecided 
about his college plans, is the 
son of Justin and Carrie Hill. 

"We really like the entire 
skill set and versatility of the 
receiving group;' Depew said. 
"There is a lot of speed there, 
too. Some of the guys even 
took snaps at their schools 
and their coaches found ere-

The 5-10, 165 pounder 
caught 8 3 passes for 1,000 
yards and nine touchdowns. 

PAYTON MARLING, 
Wheeling Central - This 
former Maroon Knight was 

Along with football, MarT 
ling was a three-year letterman 
in track and field. Pleau .tee AERIAL. Page 12 

AP Photo 
Australia's Ashleigh Barty celebrates Thursday after 
defeating Germany's Angelique Kerber in their wom­
en's singles semifinals match at the Wimbledon Ten­
nis Championships in London. 

Top Seed Barty, 
Pliskova Set For 
Wimbledon Final 
Uncharted Territory For Both 

By HOWARD 
FENDRICH 

AP Tennis Writer 
WIMBLEDON. En-

gland - It was difficult 
for Ash Barty to imag­
ine that a trip to her first 
Wimbledon final was just 
around the comer when 
she stopped playing at 
last month's French Open 
with a hip injury. 

Or even when she was 
two points from being 
pushed to a third set by 
Angelique Kerber in their 
semifinal at the All En 
gland Club. 

Barty does not let ob­
stacles trouble her for 
too long. She figures out 
a way and pushes for­
ward. 

That's whv she's 
ranked No. I an·d ifs why 
she stands one win from 

a second Grand Slam title 
after beating 2018 cham­
pion Kerber 6-3, 7-6 (3) 
on Thursday. 

"I've had ups and 
downs and everything in 
between and I wouldn't 
change one day or one 
moment or one, kind of, 
road that we've taken in 
my path and my jour­
ney,'' said Barty, who 
was the 2011 junior 
champion at the All En­
gland Club and stepped 
away from tennis for al­
most two years starting in 
2014 because of burnout. 
''It's been unique. It's 
been incredible. It 's been 
tough. There have been 
so many things that led to 
this point." 

Please see WIMBLEDON, 
Page 12 

Suns Take 
?_n I O!:lrl In 

Gameday In Wheeling 
For 'Best Virginia' 

AP Photo 
Wheeling Central grad Chase Harler will be leading WVU alumni squad Best Virginia into Wheeling 
Park tonight for an exhibition game against MEC alumni team, the Underground Kings. 

Harler And Routt Headline WVU Alumni Squad 
By CODY TOMER 

Sports Writer 
WHEELING - It's been 

quite some time since Wheel­
ing Central grad Chase Harler 
played a game in his hometown. 

That will change tonight as 
Best Virginia, West Virginia 
University's alumni team com­
peting in The Basketball Tour­
nament, plays an exhibition 
game at Wheeling Park at 7 p.m. 

Tickets are available online at 
bestvirginiatbt.com, or at the door, 
and kids 13 and under get in free. 

It will also be Harler's first 
time playing at Wheeling Park 
since his first year in a Maroon 
Knights' uniform. 

"I played there as a freshman 
and I kind of had my breakout 

game," Harler said of the Palace 
on the Hill. "I scored 34 points 
that night. We played a Blue and 
Gold game at WesBanco Arena 
a few years ago, as well, and it 
was a great turnout. I'm hoping 
for the same (tonight)." 

Harler, Cameron alum Logan 
Routt and the rest of the Best 
Virginia squad will be taking on 
TBT alternate and MEC alumni 
team, the Underground Kings. 

The Kings' roster consists of 
former West Liberty standout 
David Dennis, along with Will 
Voorhees, Tommie Bolte, Tan­
ner McGrew, Matt Bingaya, 
Jason Perry-Murray, Maurice 
Whitehurst and Tyihai Byers. 

Best Virginia is coming off an 
exhibition win over the South-

Fans Banned 
FromTokvo 

em West Virginia All-Stars on 
Wednesday in Beckley, with 
20 l O NBA Draft pick of the 
L.A. Lakers, Devin Ebanks lead­
ing the opposition. 

"It's going to be cool because 
I believe Ebanks will be in town 
and will play for (the Under­
ground Kings) on Friday," Harl­
er said. "We had a good turnout 
in Beckley and I expect a better 
turnout in Wheeling." 

Best Virginia is led by head 
coach James Long, the current 
coach of West Virginia Tech. 
He is assisted by Wheeling Uni­
versity assistant coach Da'Sean 
Butler and Morgantown coach 
Dave Tallman. 

Pleafe see BEST. Page 12 
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•Reyes Walkoff HR Ends Indians' Nine-Game Slide 
CLEVELAND (AP) - Carlos Santana homered have lost 14 of l 7: ....... , _____ ~ 

Franmil Reyes hit a three-run twice for the Royals. connect- Santana and Doz_1er connect­
homer with two outs in the ing for a tying shot in the ninth ed for solo homers m the fourth 
ninth inning as the Cleveland off James Karinc~ak (5-~), off Zach ~l~sac, ~ho returned 
Indians ended a nine-game who wou~d up gettmg the wm fro~ the mJ_ured hst to_ Cleve­
losing streak - their longest after blowmg a save. land s rotation after bizarrely 
under manager Terry Franco- Bobby Bradley also homered br~~ng his ri~ht thumb and 
na - with a 7-4 win over the for the Indians, who won for rrussmg nearly six weeks. . 
Kansas City Royals on Thurs- the first time since June 28. For Plesac wasn't bad, allowmg 
day night. a while: it looked a~ if Cleve- three runs -. t':"o on ~OJ~ers 

After Royals manager Mike land might e~tend its longest - _and five ~ts m four mmngs 
Matheny elected to have re- losing streak since an I 1-gam- while on a _pitch count. . 
liever Greg Holland (2-4) walk er in 20 I 2. . . The lnd1an_s were no-hit by 
the dangerous Jose Ramirez to With the Indians badly m five Tampa pitchers over seven 
put runners at first and s~con~, need of a big hit,_ Perez gave inn!ngs ~ednesda~ in Game 2 
Reyes made him pay with hts them one, c~mnectmg off Scott while bemg swept m a doubl~­
blast into the left-field seats. Barlow to give Cleveland a 4-3 header. They finally got therr 

Reyes' J 4th homer set off a lead. After circling the bas- first hit in 11 innings over three 
wild celebration by the Indians, es, Perez was met before he games when. Osc~ Mercado 
who doused the slugger with reached the dugout by several led off the third with a do1.1:b~e 
water when he reached home teammates. off Danny Duffy that was 1ru­
plate. The win eases some re- But the euphoria didn't last tially n1:Ied fou~ but changed 
cent pain for the Indians, who long as Santana, who played after a video rev1e~. 
had been collapsing amid a IO seasons in Clevelan~ before . Plesac made his first start 
slew of injuries and little of- signing with Kansas City as a smce May 23. It was after a 
fense. free agent last winter, connect- rough outing that day _in Mi~-

Before Reyes' blow, Roberto ed for his second homer. nesota. ~hen he susta1~ed ~s 
Perez hit a three-run homer in Hunter Dozier also horn- freak mJury by snaggmg his 
the eighth to give the Indians ered for the Royals, wh~ have rig~t thum~ o~ his undershirt 
new life. been on their own skid and while yankmg 1t off. 

AP Photo 
Cleveland Indians' Bobby Bradley looks up after hitti~g a solo 
home run during the fourth inning against the Kansas City Royals 
on Thursday. 

AERIAL-----------------------­ Pirates-Mets Are 
Washed Out; Will 
Play Two Saturday 

(Contlnued from Page 11) 
Along with football, Pulice was 

a multi-year letterman in basket­
ball. He also was a member of the 
National Honor Society and served 
on the prom committee. 

Lucky is the son of Jamie Pulice 
and Kelly Pulice. 

LEVI RICE, Parkersburg 
South - This former Patriot was 
a threat with the ball every time he 
touched it for Coach Nathan Tan­
ner's team. 

The 6-2, l 7 5 pounder had more 
than 600 all-purpose yards as a se­
nior and took two kicks back for a 
touchdown. As a junior, he caught 

BEST 
(Continued from Page 11) 

John Flowers, Kevin Jones. Ju­
wan Staten, Jaysean Paige, Tarik 
Phillip, Sagaba Konate. Nate Adri­
an, Jonathan Holton and Teyvon 
Myers are some other standouts 
for team Best Virginia. 

"This is going to be cool for ev­
eryone. especially the parents who 
grew up watching West Virginia 
basketball." Harler said. "We'll 
have some WVU legends in the 
Ohio Valley playing competitive 
basketball and I think it ' s going to 

WIMBLEDON 
(Continued from Page 11) 

Her opponent in Saturday's final 
will be No. 8 seed Karolina Plis­
kova. who emerged from a pow­
er-hitting and serving display to 
come back to defeat No. 2 Aryna 
Sabalenka 5-7. 6-4, 6-4. 

··super proud about the way how 
I handled the situation out there,'' 
Pliskova said. 

Pliskova produced 14 aces, Sa­
balenka I 8. and the combined total 
was the most in a women's match 
at Wimbledon since they started 
keeping such stats in I 977. The 
difference in this match, ultimate­
ly: Pliskova was broken just once. 
Sabalenka twice. 

2 5 passes for 5 5 3 yards and re­
corded seven touchdowns. 

Also a standout in the classroom, 
Rice was a member of the Prin­
cipal' s List all four years of high 
school. He also played basketball 
and ran track. 

Levi, who is the son of Sean and 
Christy Rice, plans to attend the 
University of Charleston. 

TORRENCE WALKER, 
Wheeling Park - This speed­
ster was a game breaker for Coach 
Chris Daugherty's team. 

The 6-foot, 175 pounder caught 
17 passes for 245 yards and four 

draw a good crowd." 
With this being the squad's final 

tuneup before opening TBT play Sat­
urday, July 17 in Charleston against 
WoCo Showtime (Wofford's alumni 
team), Best Virginia will be looking 
to not only put on a show for the fans 
but to grow as a team, as well. 

"We mostly just want to have 
fun but we have a game plan go­
ing in.'' Harler said. "We want to 
build chemistry and work on what 
we need to work on and build rela-

After going O for 8 on break 
points in the first set, the first set 
she dropped in six matches, Plis­
kova "got a bit frustrated," she ac­
knowledged afterward. 

But she went 1 for I in that cat­
egory in each of the last two sets. 

"She just returned like crazy -
like, really good - and I couldn't 
do anything." said Sabalenka, the 
only top-20 seed in the draw with­
out a major quarterfinal appearance 
until now. 

Neither Pliskova whose 
coach, Sascha Bajin, used to work 
with Naomi Osaka and was Sere­
na Williams' hitting partner - nor 

touchdowns. He also took two 
kicks back for touchdowns. 

On top of football, Walker was 
the OVAC's fastest man on the 
track. He posted times of 10.43, 
21.23 and 48.45 in the three 
short sprints. He won the Class 
AAA state championship in all 
three events. He also recently 
finished sixth in the l O0M in a 
national high school meet in Eu­
gene, Ore. 

Torrence, who is the son of Terry 
Walker and Lonnette Walker, will 
attend Virginia Tech and continue 
his track career. 

tionships on the floor, especially on 
the defensive side. The better you 
can guard, the better you'll be in 
the TBT." 

When the game ends, the fun 
won't as players from Best Virgin­
ia will be hosting a camp at The 
Highlands Sports Complex on Sun­
day from 1 :30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
for ages 5-16. The youth camp will 
cost $80 per person and partici­
pants will pay at the door and reg­
ister on the team's website. 

Barty had ever been past the fourth 
round at the grass-court Grand 
Slam tournament. 

"Coming into this tournament, 
the dream was to make the sec­
ond week. ... Sascha was super 
confident in me," said Pliskova, a 
29-year-old from the Czech Re­
public who was the runner-up at 
the 2016 U.S. Open to Kerber and 
used to be ranked No. l. "He said, 
'I told you, you were going to make 
the final."' 

The 25-year-old Barty won the 
20 l 9 French Open and has been 
atop the WT A rankings for l l /2 
years. 

NEW YORK (AP) -
A game scheduled for 
Thursday night between 
the New York Mets and 
Pittsburgh Pirates was 
postponed due to rain and 
will be made up as part of 
a doubleheader Saturday. 

The teams will play a 
single-admission twinbill 
beginning at 4: l O p.m. 
Saturday, trying to make 
up the game during Pitts-
burgh's only scheduled 
visit to the Big Apple this 
season. 

Tonight's game could 
also be at risk as Tropical 
Storm Elsa makes its way 
up the East Coast. 

It's the second rainout 
this week for the Mets, 
who waited nearly 2 1/2 
hours Tuesday to play 
the Brewers before own­
er Steve Cohen tweeted 
that the game was called 
off. New York made it up 
Wednesday as part of its 
ninth doubleheader this 
season. 

New York has four 
more doubleheaders 
scheduled this season 
beginning Saturday. As 
part of COVID-1 9 safe­
ty protocols, twinbills are 
limited this year to a pair 
of seven-inning games, 
meaning the Mets are set 
to save 26 innings over 
its I 3 doubleheaders 
- hugely beneficial for 
Mets manager Luis Ro­
jas and his injury-ravaged 
pitching staff. 

SUNS------------------------­

"The four less innings, 
they help a lot," Rojas 
said. "I think those have 
come in handy, and so 
has the extra-innings rule. (Contlnued from Page 11) 

Jrue Holiday played more ag­
gressively but didn't shoot a whole 
lot better than in Game I. scoring 
I 7 points but hitting only 7 for 
2 I. Khris Middleton was 5 for 16. 
forcing Antetokounmpo to carry an 
even heavier load on his sore left 
leg. 

It adds up to the Bucks having 
to overcome a 2-0 deficit for the 
second time this postseason. They 
did it against the Brooklyn Nets in 

n, va,orrc 

the Eastern Conference semifinals, 
but had some help when first James 
Harden and then Kyrie Irving were 
injured. 

Now they are facing a Suns team 
loaded with weapons all over the 
lineup, and showed off all of them 
in the prettiest play of this series. 

They whipped the ball all around 
the perimeter for the final bas­
ket of the first half. It went from 
Paul to Booker to Jae Crowder to 

Those two have been 
Bridges, back to Crowder to Paul, saviors when it comes to 
then over to Crowder and once health." 
again Bridge. He then finally fed Mets right-hander Tai­
it inside to Deandre Ayton, who juan Walker (7-3 2.44 
scored while being fouled with ERA) had been set to bur-
14. 9 seconds left for a 56-45 lead nish his candidacy as an 
at the break. All-Star replacement after 

The Bucks could only dream of teammate Jacob deGrom 
having that many guys involved. decided he won't travel 
Antetokounmpo's 15 field goals to Denver for the game. 
were more than twice as many as Walker was slated to face 
any other Milwaukee player. Pirates righty JT Brubak-

er (4-8, 4.09). 
Walker and Brubaker 

DODGERS6 
MARLINS I 

MIAMI (AP) - Ju­
lio Ur as allowed Jazz 
Chisholm's leadoff ho­
mer, then pitched shut­
out ball through the sev­
enth inning for his major 
league-leading 11th win, 
and the Los Angeles 
Dodgers beat the Miami 
Marlins 6-1 Thursday to 
avoid a four-game sweep. 

CUBS8 
PHILLIES0 

CHICAGO (AP) 
Brad Miller hit three 
home runs in a game for 
the first time in his ca­
reer. and the Philadelphia 
Phillies routed the sink­
ing Chicago Cubs 8-0 on 
Thursday night. 

BREWERSS 
REDS3 

MILWAUKEE (AP) 
- A visail Garcia hit a 
tiebreaking, two-run ho­
mer in the eighth inning 
as the Milwaukee Brew­
ers beat Cincinnati 5-3 
Thursday night, boosting 
their NL Central lead to 
seven games over the 
Reds. 

TWINSS 
TIGERS3 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) 
- Ryan Jeffers and Mi­
guel Sano homered, lead­
ing J.A. Happ and the 
Minnesota Twins over 
the Detroit Tigers 5-3 on 
Thursday night. Jeffers ' 
homer with one out in 
the fifth inning marked 
Minnesota's first runner 
against Tigers starter Tar­
ik Skubal. 

MARINERS4 
YANKEES0 

SEA TILE (AP) 
Rookie Logan Gilbert 
(3-2) pitched one-hit ball 
over seven innings, struck 
out a career-high eight 
and retired his final 18 
batters. Kyle Seager and 
Dylan Moore homered 
off Jordan Montgomery 
(3-4) as Seattle salvaged 
the final game of the 
three-game set. 

ATHLETICS2 
ASTROS 1 

HOUSTON ( AP) 

j 
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Ohio quarterbacks, running backs named 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Eric Huck knew exactly what kind of 
players he was looking for when he set 
out to select his quarterbacks and run­
ning backs for the annual OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game. 

The Ohio head coach who has guid­
ed Fort Frye to unmatched success the 
last handful of seasons plans to utilize 
his Wing-T offense when the Buckeye 
State clashes with West Virginia on 
Saturday, July 24 at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 

"We're a Wing-T, shotgun team, so 
we wanted quarterbacks who can run 
and the three we chose can all do that," 
Huck said. 

Slated to battle for the quarterback 
duty are Steubenville Catholic Central's 
Ryan Gorman, Barnesville's Ayden 
Hannahs and St. Clairsville's Tyler 
Tonkovich. 

Meanwhile, at the running back spot, 
Huck is very high on the versatility, 
speed and power his backs are bringing 
to the table. 

"I am really impressed with the 
group," Huck said. "I am excited to see 

Late fireworks . 
spark Maynard 
• Indians top Braves, win series 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

CRESCENT - Two nights after America cele­
brated its birthday with fireworks displays all over 
the nation, Maynard had a late fireworks display 
of its own. 

After watching rival Barton draw even at three 
with a run in the bottom of the sixth, the visiting 
Indians (11 -6) exploded for four runs on just one 
hit to post a 7-3 Ohio Valley Baseball League vic­
tory on Henning Field inside Pramesa Park. The 
win allowed Maynard to keep a stronghold on sec­
ond-place behind front-running Moundsville ( 13-
4) and ahead of third-place Weirton (8-6 ). 

Meanwhile. the defending champion Braves 
(7-7) sit in fourth place and are looking at possi­
bly playing Sunday in the play-in game against 
Shadyside (0-16). The regular-season ends Friday. 

how it comes together. A lot of these 
guys haven't seen the Wing-T, so it'll 
be interesting to see when they get the 
timing down." 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
CARTER DENNIS, River - This 

two-way standout made his mark time 
and time again for Coach Mike Flan­
nery' s team. 

In two seasons as the Pilots' fullback, 
Dennis racked up 1,561 yards rushing 
and scored 35 touchdowns. 

Defensively, he was even more im­
pressive, posting 482 career tackles, 50 
for loss, forcing IO fumbles and posting 

"Thb was a big comeback win for us," Maynard 
player/manager David Vicker said after a 5-1 loss 
on Monday night. "This was a good win. It's al­
ways good to win a series versus Barton." 

The triumph gave the Indians a 3-2 edge in the 
regular season over the Braves. 

See, MAYNARD, Page B2 

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH 

MAYNARD'S TYLER Ramsay, center, is greeted by teammates 
Klay Kottis (15) and Eric Banal (6) after scoring a run in the top 
of the seventh inning Tuesday night against Barton in Ohio Val­
ley Baseball League action on Henning Field inside Pramesa 
Park. Ramsay's RBI single earlier in the inning sparked a four­
run outburst 1n a 7-3 victory. 

23 sacks. 
Dennis was named First Team All­

Ohio three times and Eastern District 
Player of the Year a like number of 
times. He was a three-time All-OV AC, 
All-Times Leader and All-Valley selec­
tion. 

Along with football, Dennis was a 
four-year standout with the Pilots base­
ball team. 

Carter, who is the son of Rodney 
and Erica Dennis, plans to attend either 
West Virginia Northern or Ohio Uni­
versity Eastern. 

See, OHIO, Page 82 

Kropka 
excited to 
get going 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

MOUNDSVILLE Justin 
Kropka stepped foot on the turf at 
Monarch Stadium Monday to begin 
his tenure as John Marshall's head 
football coach with a myriad of 
emotions and feelings. 

Mostly, however, the former 
Harrison Central head coach was 
dealing with anxiety. 

But, it was nothing out of the or­
dinary for the veteran coach, who 
most recently spent three seasons 
as an assistant coach at Wheeling 
University. 

"The more experienced you be­
come (in coaching), the feeling of 
excitement shifts to being anxious," 
Kropka admitted. 

The anxiousness stems from the 
nonnal things that coaches deal 
with as a new season approaches. 
Things like preparation time and 

.__ _________________________________________ _, roster status are among the big as-
pects. For a coach who is at a new 
place, in a new state, things like 
adjusting to new rules. new oppo­
nents and the like are also weighing 
on the mind. 

Paul carries Suns past Bucks in Game 1 of NBA Finals 
PHOENIX (AP) - Chris Paul deliv­

ered an NBA Finals debut that was well 
worth his lengthy wait. 

A few more games like this one, and 
the Suns might finally bring the champi­
onship to Phoenix. 

Paul had 32 points and nine assists, 
Devin Booker scored 27 points and the 
Suns beat the returning Giannis Ante­
tokounmpo and his Milwaukee Bucks 
118- 105 on Tuesday night in Game 1. 

Paul scored 16 points during a sen­
sational third quarter that had Phoenix 
fans who waited 28 years to see the 
NBA Finals again screaming in delight. 

Finally playing for the title in his 16th 
season, the star point guard has the Suns 
in the NBA Finals for only the third 
time, and it sure looked as if they could 

make this ending different than the other 1976. 
two. They hadn't even made the playoffs 

Deandre Ayton added 22 points and since 2010 and just two years ago were 
19 rebounds to continue his breakout last in the Western Conference with a 
stretch of play in his first postseason. 19-63 record. 

Antetokounmpo had 20 points and I 7 But Booker was already headed for 
rebounds after missing two games with stardom by then, and 2018 No. I pick 
a hyperextended left knee. Khris Mid- Ayton has played at that level in the 
dleton scored 29 points, but the Bucks postseason. Paul has been steady as al­
will have to play from behind again after ways since his arrival in an offseason 
dr~pping Game I for the third straight trade. 
senes. Now 36 and a 10-time All-NBA se-

The series opener was the first NBA . lection, he is on the list of best players to 
Finals game in Phoenix since Michael never win a championship. It appeared 
Jordan's Chicago Bulls won their third he might never even get to play for one 
straight championship here in Game 6 until Oklahoma City dealt him to a team 
in 1993. The Suns, who came into the of Suns on the rise, and he might be the 
NBA with the Bucks in 1968, made final piece that takes them all the way 
their only other finals appearance in to the top. 

Pirates walk off, literally, 
1 a winner over Braves, 2-1 

PIITSBRUGH (AP) - Bryan 
Reynolds drew a four-pitch walk 
from Tyler Matzek, forcing in the 
winning run in the ninth inning 
and giving the Pittsburgh Pirates 
a 2-1 victory over the Atlanta 
Braves on Tuesday night and a 
three-game winning streak. 

Rookie Rodolfo Castro, re­
called from Double-A Altoona 
before the game, worked an 
eight-pitch walk from Matzek (0-
3) leading off the ninth. 

Ad~m !'.r~ie~ slap.pe~ a si~~l~ 

Hayes felt Castro's long at-bat 
was the key to the inning. 

"I've seen him the last couple 
of years and he's a really good 
hitter," Hayes said. "He has a 
really good approach. He wasn't 
fazed when he fell behind 0-2." 

Matzek threw just eight of 20 
pitches for strikes. 

"I couldn't tell anything other 
than he kept missing in the same 
spot," Braves manager Brian 
Snitker said. "It's a tough one." 
r .~tts_burgh ~as won ~ in a roy.r 

"For me, it's just anxiety that 
stems from wondering how things 
will play out,'' Kropka admit­
ted. "Once you've coached for so 
long, you start seeing everything 
bad thing that might be coming IO 
miles down the road." 

One thing Kropka has learned, 
however, is to enjoy the opportuni­
ty that he has a little bit more. He 
admitted he didn't do that well at 
all during his time with the Hus­
kies, but he re-learned that when he 
was working with the Cardinals. 

"My time at Wheeling re-lit my 
fire," Kropka said. "I realized how 
much I enjoyed coaching kids." 

And by kids, Kropka fully means 
at the high school level. Kropka, 
who is a Martins Ferry product and 
spent several years working un­
der Dave Bruney, called coaching 
at the college level a daily coach­
es clinic because of the amount of 
knowledge he soaked in. 

However, the relationships be­
tween coaches and players are sig­
nificantly different at that level be­
cause the players are adults. 

See, KROPKA, Page 82 



... _. -.~ .. --· .... _. -.. ~ ·---- .. _____ ... 
The Monarchs open the season on Aug. 27 at Uni­

versity. Other than Weir and Oak Glen and scrimmag­
ing Wheeling Park, K.ropka has no prior coaching ex­
perience against anyone on the Monarchs' slate. 

"Some of the (schools), I am still trying to Google 
them and find where they are," K.ropka joked. 

in five innings. The rook­
ie had only one 1-2-3 in­
ning and the Pirates put 
multiple runners on base 
in each of the other four 
innings. 

NBA Finals 
{8est...,f•7; x-if necessaryl 
Phoenix 1, Milwaukee 0 

Tuesday 
Phoenix 118, Milwaukee 105 

Thursday 
Milwaukee at Phoenix, 9 p.m. 

• Maynard 
Continued from Page B1 

Matt Busby drew a four-pitch 
walk from Barton reliever Eli Petho 
to start the seventh. Hunter West­
lake was clipped with a pitch with 
one out and Tyler Ramsay blis­
tered a 3-1 pitch through the left 
side of the infield as Busby scored 
and Westlake stopped at second. A 
wild pitch advanced both runners 
and both scored when B.A. Hollo­
way's bouncer to second was mis­
played. A fielder's choice allowed 
the fourth tally to cross the plate. 

··1 was sitting on a fastball with 
a 3-l count;· Tyler Ramsay admit­
ted. "I was trying to put it over the 
fence, but I guess between second 
and third was good enough to get 
us a run and put us ahead .• , 

Andrew Whetsell. a sopho­
more-to-be at Marietta University, 
earned the mound win with three 
innings of relief work. The righty 
struck out four and walked three. 
Chris McIntyre started and went 
four scoreless innings. 

.. Chris threw great today. He 
threw four innings of shutout ball," 
Vicker said of McIntyre. who 
struck out two. walked one and al­
lowed just two hits after two perfect 

innings of relief on Monday. "An­
drew came in and battled through 
some fielding problems behind 
him, but he had a big strikeout to 
get out of a big jam in the sixth." 

The Indians tallied three times in 
the third as Mason Ramsay's two­
out bloop single got the scoring 
started as Eric Banal raced home. 
Banal had reached on a one-out 
error and took second on a wild 
pitch. After Busby walked, Mason 
Ramsay found a hole in shallow 
left-center. Westlake followed by 
bashing a 1-0 pitch to the gap in 
deep left-center as Busby and Ma­
son Ramsay scored. 

Barton got two of the runs back 
in the home half of the fifth. Ja­
cob Probst missed a three-run 
homer by inches but settled for a 
two-out, two-run double instead. 
The hit plated Anthony Zorne and 
pinchrunner Matt Fouty. 

The Indians left the bases loaded 
in the top of the sixth against Tyler 
Blomquist, who probably deserved 
a better fate. The righty fanned six, 
walked a pair and scattered seven 
hits in his six-inning stint. 

Barton Joaded the bases in the 

bottom of the inning on back-to­
back leadoff singles by Colton 
Coss and Bailey McGrath. Isaac 
Jozwiak replaced McGrath on the 
bases before Kaden Blomquist was 
intentionally walked to load the 
bases. The ploy backfired imme­
diately as Dillon Sunnafrank was 
plunked with the next pitch to force 
in the tying run. Whetsell worked 
out of further damage. 

"This was a good ballgame. 
Chris kept us in check for four in­
nings," veteran Barton manager 
Billy Timko offered. "They (May­
nard) hit the ball tonight. They did 
a good job. 

"We battled back and tied it, but I 
thought Eli might have a little more 
than he did," Timko noted. "How­
ever, this is his first time pitching 
since last year." 

The Brothers Ramsay evenly 
divided four singles. Coss singled 
and doubled for Barton. 

Maynard visits the Fleming Field 
Complex in Shadyside tonight to 
face the Casketmakers. It also hosts 
Moundsville on Thursday. 

Barton entertains Moundsville 
on Friday. 

II EASTERN GATEWAY 
"ift COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Presents The Herald-Star 

ea er Se • es 
Beating The Odds In Hockey And In Life 

Eddie Olcyzk 
Wednesday, September 22, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. 

Steubenville High School Auditorium 
Eddie Olczyk 1s an American professional ice hockey analyst, and a former player and 
coach. He was a center in the National Hockey League for 16 seasons with the Chicago 
Blackhawks, Toronto Maple Leafs, Winnipeg Jets, New York Rangers, Los Angeles Kings, 
and Pittsburgh Penguins. He won the Stanley Cup with the Rangers in 1994, Olczyk was 
also the head coach of the Pittsburgh Penguins from June 2003 to December 2005 
He currently seives as a television color commentator for NHL on NBC and Chicago Black­
hawks games on NBC Sports Chicago. Throughout his career as an NHL player, he played 
1,031 NHL games and produced 342 goals and 452 assists for a total of 794 points. He 
was inducted into the United States Hockey Hall of Fame on February 22, 2013. 
On August 8, 2017, Olczyk issued a statement through the Blackhawks to announce that 
he had been diagnosed with a form of colon cancer. He underwent a surgical procedure 
to remove the tumor. In March 2018, Olczyk announced he was officially "cancer-free.' 
In October 2019, Olczyk released his autobiography titled 'Eddie Olczyk: Beating the 
Odds in Hockey and in Life,'where he shares details of his fight with stage 3 colon cancer. 

Tickets: 
$25 Reserved Seating • $50 Preferred Seating 

$85 Each or 2 for $150 VIP Seating 
Available at The Herald-Star office Steubenville, Ohio 

or www.tfmesltaderonllne.com homepage and dick on the 
green box on the right side to purchase tickets. 

Call 740-283-4711 for ticket information! 
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GARRETT DOZIER, Toronto - This former Red 
Knight was the go-to-guy in the backfield for Coach 
Josh Franke's squad. 

The 5-11, 180 pounder finished his prep career 
with 3,325 yards on 506 carries. He scored 30 touch­
downs. 

Dozier was twice named to the All-Ohio team and 
three times to the All-Eastern District squad. He was 
his team's offensive player of the year in 2019 and 
team MVP in 2020. He was twice named All-OV AC. 

Along with football, Dozier was a standout in wres­
tling, qualifying to the state tournament twice and 
finishing with I 72 career wins, which is a Toronto 
record. 

On top of his athletic exploits, Dozier shined in 
the classroom, too. He was a member of the National 
Honor Society, served on the OVAC Student Board 
and was part of the Beta Club. 

Garrett, who plans to attend Rosedale Technical 
College to study automotive technology, is the son of 
Dave and Nici Dozier. 

RYAN GORMAN, Steubenville Catholic - This 
fonner Crusader put forth an impressive couple of 
seasons for Coach Anthony Agresta's squad. 

Gorman rushed for 4 77 yards and 7 touchdowns 
and threw for 934 yards and six touchdowns last sea­
son. As a junior, he passed for 721 yards in basically 
half a season because he went down with injury in 
game six. 

Gorman was named second-team All-Eastern Dis­
trict, All-OVAC and All-Jefferson County. 

Also a standout in basketball, Gonnan earned 
all-Eastern District and all-OVAC honorable men­
tions. He was also a three-year mainstay in baseball. 

Ryan, who is the son of Ted Gorman and Michelle 
Gorman, plans to attend Baldwin-Wallace. 

AYDEN HANNAHS, Barnesville - This fonner 
Shamrock was an impact contributor on both sides 
of the ball throughout his career for Coach Blake Al­
len's team. 

The 5-10, I 7 5 pounder finished his career with 
2,545 yards and 24 touchdowns. He rushed for 300 
yards and seven scores and caught 308 yards worth 
of passes and scored a touchdown. 

Hannahs earned All-OV AC, AU-District and All­
Ohio Honorable Mention multiple times. 

On top of football, Hannahs helped lead the Sham­
rocks to the Division III state baseball tournament 
this past spring. He earned First-Team All-Ohio and 
played in the State and OV AC All-Star Garnes. 

He was also a letterman in both basketball and 
wrestling. 

Ayden, who is the son of Lance and Ashley Han­
nahs, plans to attend Muskingum and play baseball. 

BRIAR PORTMAN, Shenandoah - This former 
Zep wore a lot of has quite well for head coach Jesse 
Wells' squad. 

The 6-0, 190 pounder rushed for 72 5 yards and 
9 touchdowns as a senior. He caught 14 passes for 
21 7 yards and three more scores. He also handled 
the punting and punt return duties. Defensively, from 
a linebacker post, he secured 40 tackles, 12 for loss, 
forced five fumbles and recovered two and scored a 
defensive touchdown. 

Portman was named First-Team All-Eastern Dis­
trict, All-OVAC and was his team's offensive play­
er of the year. As a junior, Portman rushed for 981 
yards and had 241 yards receiving. He scored 21 to­
tal offensive touchdowns and was named First-Team 
All-Ohio. 

Along with football, Portman was a standout in 
wrestling for the Zeps and a four-year letterman in 
baseball. 

Briar is the son of Rob and Kelly Portman. 
MA TI SCHAEFER, Indian Creek - This former 

Redskin put forth an impressive career for head coach 
Andrew Connor's team. 

The 6-0, 210 pounder rushed 111 times for 693 
yards and 1 O touchdowns as a senior. 

Matt, who plans to join the pipe fitters union, is the 
son of Stephen Schaefer and Heidi Kidd. 

TYLER TONKOVICH, St. Clairsville - This 
former Red Devil was the ultimate field general for 
Coach Brett McLean's offense the last two seasons. 

The 5-10, 180 pounder put forth brilliant junior 
and senior seasons, passing for 2,464 yards and 25 
touchdowns. On the ground, he amassed 1,098 yards 
and scored 14 more touchdowns. 

Tonkovich's production didn't go unnoticed. He 
was named All-OVAC, All-Times Leader, All-Val­
ley, All-Buckeye 8 twice and was named to the First 
Team All-Eastern District squad as a senior. He was 
also named to the All-Ohio team. 

On top of football, Tonkovich was the ace of the 
St. Clairsville baseball pitching staff, leading the Red 
Devils to the regional tournament and OV AC title 
this past spring. He played in the OVAC and State 
All-Star Games. 

• • 
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Coach Huck Selects Dual-Threat QBs for OVAC ASG 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

Tyler Tonkovich. .--:----- ck, Dennis racked up 1,561 West Virginia Northern or Ohio Uni­
versity Eastern. 

Eric Huck knew exactly what kind of 
players he was looking for when he set 
out to select his quarterbacks and run­
ning backs for the annual OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game. 

Meanwhile, at the run- . ds rushing and scored 
ning back spot, Huck is • ____ 5 touchdowns. Defen-
very high on the versa- ·vely, he was even 

GARRETT DOZIER, Toronto -
This former Red Knight was the go­
to-guy in the backfield for Coach Josh 
Franke's squad. 

tility, speed and power . ,....,,.,,..,_.-- ore impressive, post-
his backs are bringing ing 482 career tack-
to the table. Jes, 50 for loss, forc- The 5-11, 180 pounder finished his 

prep career with 3,325 yards on 506 
carries. He scored 30 touchdowns. 

The Ohio head coach who has guid­
ed Fort Frye to unmatched success the 
last handful of seasons plans to utilize 
his Wing-T offense when the Buckeye 
State clashes with West Virginia on 
Saturday, July 24 at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 

"I am really im- --~ ing 10 fumbles and 
pressed with the posting 23 sacks. 
group," Huck said. "I ~~~r'l.1i- Dennis was named 
am excited to see how First Team All-Ohio 

Dozier was twice named to the 
All-Ohio team and three times to the 
All-Eastern District squad. He was his 
team's offensive player of the year in 
2019 and team MVP in 2020. He was 
twice named All-OV AC. 

it comes together. hree times and East-
lot of these guys haven' cff . em District Player of 

"We're a Wing-T, shotgun team, so 
we wanted quarterbacks who can run 
and the three we chose can all do that," 
Huck said. 

seen the Wing-T, so it'll • . . U the Year a like number of 
be interesting to see when · · times. He was a three-time 
they get the timing down." All-OVAC, All-Times Leader and Along with football, Dozier was a 

standout in wrestling, qualifying to the 
state tournament twice and finishing 
with 1 72 career wins, which is a To­
ronto record. 

Here's a capsule look at the players: All-Valley selection. 
CARTER DENNIS, River - This Along with football, Dennis was a 

Slated to battle for the quarterback 
duty are Steubenville Catholic Cen­
tral's Ryan Gorman, Bamesville's 
Ayden Hannahs and St. Clairsville's 

two-way standout made his mark time four-year standout with the Pilots base­
and time again for Coach Mike Flan- ball team. 
nery's team. Carter, who is the son of Rodney 

In two seasons as the Pilots' full- and Erica Dennis, plans to attend either Please see OVAC. Page JO 

Kropka Era Begins 
At John Marshall 

Former Harrison 
coach to take on 
new challenges 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

MOUNDSVILLE - Justin 
Kropka stepped foot on the turf 
at Monarch Stadium Monday to J"""oc."'"~ -­

begin his tenure as John Mar­
shall's head football coach with 
a myriad of emotions and feel­
ings. 

Mostly, however, the former 
Harrison Central head coach was 
dealing with anxiety. 

But, it was nothing out of the 
ordinary for the veteran coach, 
who most recently spent three 
seasons as an assistant coach at 
Wheeling University. 

"The more experienced you 
become (in coaching), the feel- . ,.. 
ing of excitement shifts to being ~'fl; ~""~ 

anxious," Kropka admitted. , ~~,~ . • 
·Toe anxiousness stems from • !i.-;.~·: , .. 

the normal things that coaches ~'!,~~"i ..... ·•c<; .;,,, 

. ~·¥•cf . ..k-.-. deal with as a new season ap- ~ ~, ~ 1;':'~. • ~ 1 . 
proaches. Things like prepara- , .. ~> ~ ·~ ...... ·'!·-~ 
tion time an~ roster status are ~;'.:~~Z/li" • ' • 
among the big aspects. For a ~1itt~J::"1~ .. · ~ ,. 
coach who is at a new place in •'-;><,\' -;,~:,.~ • :t ' ~ .. "' ~. "" 

a new state, things like adjusting {_'. ~.-1if ~"T-. 1 f~~,{~-~ .. 1• • • : .• ·, :v1:'l,,,.w,,~.1 

to new rules, new op~nents and .. • ~~~,Aft~ .,_ • .. r,.~t, 
th~ like are also we1ghmg on the t-Jii{~fii]¥tf·~\,.... • • 
mmd. . . . J~tlfJ1i1t~ ~ .;"'ii!i~;;;i'a?-""' 

"For me, it's Just a~x1ety that t~~~«~'i;-1, 
sterns from wondenng how ~i.,~~!q.;,:-;:,,f{tAAci..,·~-"'.'<,e;'-l;::!0.ri/,.--:;~',.,,'!. .... ':.,.,<° 

things will play out," Kropka ad- ~..!':((-' . ~ •~~:?.::{.~'~ """ 
mined. "Once you've coached 
for so long, you start seeing ev­
erything bad thing that might be 
coming 10 miles down the road." 

One thing Kropka has learned, 
however. is to enjoy the opportu­
nity that he has a little bit more. 
He admitted he didn 't do that 
well at all during his time with 
the Huskies, but he re-learned 
that when he was working with 
the Cardinals. 

"My time at Wheeling re-lit 
my fire," Kropka said. ' 'I real­
ized how much I enjoyed coach­
ing kids.·· 

And by kids, Kropka fully 

Kerber Is 
lntn ~omic 

-

Photo by Joe Lovell 
John Marshall head coach Justin Kropka puts his team through a 
drill Tuesday morning at Monarch Stadium. Kropka is preparing for 
his first season as the JM head coach. He has spent the last three 
seasons at Wheeling University and prior to that he was the head 
coach at Harrison Central. 

means at the high school level. 
Kropka, who is a Martins Ferry 
product and spent several years 
working under Dave Bruney, 
called coaching at the college 
level a daily coaches clinic be­
cause of the amount of knowl­
edge he soaked in. 

However, the relationships 
between coaches and players are 
significantly different at that lev-

el because the players are adults. 
"The relationship between a 

high school football player and 
his coach is something special 
and it's something you can't find 
everywhere," Kropka said. "I am 
not sure there's that type of play­
er-coach relationship at any oth­
er level of football." 

Please see KROPKA, Page JO 

Central Hoops Camp 
To Tip Off Thursday 

By CODY TOMER 
Sports Writer 

WHEELING - Kids 
of all ages with dreams 
of being the next Chase 
Harler will be attending 
the Wheeling Central 
Maroon Knights Basket­
ball Camp this weekend. 

The camp runs Thurs­
day, Friday and Saturday 
for boys grades PK4-
eighth grade (as of the 
school year 2021-22). 

Thursday and Friday, 
the camp will be locat­
ed at the YMCA before 
moving to the Wheeling 
Central Gymnasium on 
Saturday. 

Doors open all three 
days at 8 a.m. and the ac­
tion begins at 8:30 a.m. 
and runs until 12:30 p.m. 

"It's definitely cool for 
the kids," Wheeling Cen­
tral boys' assistant coach 
Tyler Morando said. 
"They'll get to come to 
the gym and see the ban~ 
ners hanging up in there 
and they'll get to play 

where Chase played." 
Morando and the rest 

of the coaching staff 
will join head coach Mel 
Stephens in teaching 
the youth of Wheeling 
the fundamentals of the 
game. 

"We're just trying to 
get as many kids as we 
can to teach them the 
game," Morando said. 
"The way we teach it is to 
get kids active and intro­
duce them to Wheeling 
Central." 

Registration before 
June 28 was $75 and $85 
after and at the door and 
will be well worth the 
price of admission. 

"Anytime you can get 
kids active, especially 
with all the iPhones and 
iPads, it's refreshing," 
Morando said. "It's re­
freshing for them and the 
parents to put them into 
new experiences because 
they will remember years 
from now how fun bas­
ketball camp was." 

AP Photo 
Pittsburgh Pirates starting pitcher Chad Kuhl delivers 
during the second inning of the team's game against 
the Atlanta Braves in Pittsburgh, Tuesday. 

Reynolds' Walk 
Lifts Pirates, 2-1 
By JOHN PERROTTO 

~ociated Press 
PITTSBRUGH 

Bryan Reynolds drew a 
four-pitch walk from a 

four of five before losing 
twice to the Pirates. 

Hayes hit a pair of dou­
bles for the Pirates. Fra­
zier and Wilmer Difo also 



they could make this ending different 
than the other two. 

Deandre Ayton added 22 points and 
19 rebounds to continue his breakout 
stretch of play in his first postseason. 

Antetokounmpo had 20 points and 
I 7 rebounds after missing two games 
with a hyperextended left knee. Khris 
Middleton scored 29 points. but the 

KERBER 

ways since his arrival. 
Now 36 and a I 0-time All-NBA se­

lection, he is on the list of best players 
to never win a championship. It ap­
peared he might never even get to play 
for one until Oklahoma City dealt him 
to a team of Suns on the rise, and he 
might be the final piece that takes them 
all the way to the top. 

points later in the period, hitting a 
3-pointer, dancing around Bobby Por­
tis for a layup and then hitting another 
3. He then fired a pass to Ayton, who 
was fouled and made both free throws 
to make it 88-68 with 2:20 left. 

The Bucks cut it down to seven near 
the midpoint of the fourth before Paul 
helped the Suns restore a safe margin. 

AP Photo 
Phoenix center Deandre Ayton (22) 
dunks against Milwaukee center Brook 
Lopez (11) during Game 1 of the NBA Fi­
nals, Tuesday. 

(Continued from Page 9) 
first-time women's quarter­
finalists. Only Kerber and 
Muchova boasted past experi­
ence. 

The other semifinal Thurs­
day will be No. 2 seed Aryna 
Sabalenka against No. 8 Karo­
lina Pliskova. who both won in 
straight sets. 

21 seed Ons Jabeur 6-4, 6-3 
at Centre Court, and Pliskova 
eliminated unseeded Viktori­
ja Golubic 6-2, 6-2 at No. 1 
Court. 

Pliskova - the 2016 U.S. 

"I feel like I'm improving 
with every match. ... Every­
thing today was working quite 
well," Pliskova said. "I just feel 
my game is good the last two 
weeks, even in the practices." 

She averaged I 06.5 mph on 
her first serves, 20.5 mph fast­

dropped a set. 
She also hasn't played any­

one ranked better than 4 7th yet. 
Now she'll face more of a test. 

Jabeur's game is fun of nov­
elty and nuance, with drop 
shots and all manner of angles 
and spin. 

to accumulate more winners, 
27, than unforced errors, 20. 

"I'm happy that, from the 
side, it looks like everything 
is working for me. Sometimes 
it's really tricky, shots on the 
grass. Sometimes it's tough to 
do anything with the ball," said 
Sabalenka. a 23-year-old from 
Belarus who hadn't been past 
the fourth round at any major 
previously. 

Open runner-up to Kerber and, 
like her, formerly ranked No. 
1 - claimed 24 of 26 points 
on her serve in one stretch, hit 
eight aces and saved the only 
three break chances she faced. 

er than Golubic. Sabalenka? She is all about 
power and big cuts at the ball, 
and even with that constantly 
aggressive style, she managed 

Sabalenka collected her 
tour-leading 34th match win 
of 2021 by eliminating No. 

Pliskova has been broken 
only three times through five 
matches so far and has not 

KROPKA ---------------- OVAC 
(Continued from Page 9) 

Kropka has a large roster of players 
to formulate relationships with. The 
Monarchs had more than 60 players 
on the roster. but that includes "an 
enormous" freshman class. 

John Marshall is coming off a 5-4 
season that - like all other schools -
was plagued by COVID-19. 

The transition process was also 
slowed bv that because off-season 
weight lifting couldn't begin until 
February. 

On top of the transition with the 
players. Kropka is basically working 
with an entirely new coaching staff. 
The only assistant he has spent time 
coaching with is former Martins Fer­
ry and Wheeling University assistant 
Dirk Fitch. 

"We're actually looking at this sea-

D 
Q 

(J) 

(/) 

0 

son as year zero more than year one," 
Kropka said. "We want to get the 
foundation in place and from what 
I've seen so far from the work eth­
ic of these kids, we've got a place to 
start. I know there are better coaches 
than me as far as coaching a team, but 
I like to consider myself as one of the 
better (coaches) at building a program. 
And that's kind of where my focus has 
been." 

The Monarchs open the season on 
Aug. 27 at University. Other than 
Weir and Oak Glen and scrimmaging 
Wheeling Park, Kropka has no prior 
coaching experience against anyone 
on the Monarchs' slate. 

"Some of the (schools), I am still 
trying to Google them and find where 
they are," Kropka joked. 

(Continued from Page 9) 
On top of his athletic 

exploits, Dozier shined 
in the classroom, too. 
He was a member of the 
National Honor Society, 
served on the OV AC Stu­
dent Board and was part 
of the Beta Club. 

Garrett, who plans to 
attend Rosedale Techni­
cal College to study au­
tomotive technology, is 
the son of Dave and Nici 
Dozier. 

RY AN GORMAN, 
Steubenville Catholic 
- This former Crusader 
put forth an impressive 
couple of seasons for 
Coach Anthony Agresta's 
squad. 

Gorman rushed for 
4 77 yards and 7 touch­
downs and threw for 
9 34 yards and six touch­
downs last season. As 
a junior, he passed for 
721 yards in basically 
half a season because he 
went down with injury in 
game six. 

Gorman was named 
second-team All-Eastern 
District, All-OV AC and 
All-Jefferson County. 

Also a standout in bas­
ketball, Gorman earned 
all-Eastern District and 
all-OV AC honorable 
mentions. He was also 
a three-year mainstay in 
baseball. 

Ryan, who is the son 
of Ted Gorman and Mi­
chelle Gorman, plans to 
attend Baldwin-Wallace. 

AYDEN HANNAHS, 
Barnesville This 
former Shamrock was 
an impact contributor 
on both sides of the ball 
throughout his career 
for Coach Blake Allen's 
team. 

The 5-10, 175 pound­
er finished his career 
with 2,545 yards and 24 

touchdowns. He rushed 
for 300 yards and seven 
scores and caught 308 
yards worth of passes and 
scored a touchdown. 

Hannahs earned All­
OV AC, All-District and 
All-Ohio Honorable 
Mention multiple times. 

On top of football, 
Hannahs helped lead 
the Shamrocks to the 
Division III state base­
ball tournament this 
past spring. He earned 
First-Team All-Ohio and 
played in the State and 
OV AC All-Star Games. 

He was also a letter­
man in both basketball 
and wrestling. 

Ayden, who is the son 
of Lance and Ashley 
Hannahs, plans to attend 
Muskingum and play 
baseball. 

BRIAR PORTMAN, 
Shenandoah This 
former Zep wore a lot of 
has quite well for head 
coach Jesse Wells' squad. 

The 6-0, 190 pounder 
rushed for 725 yards and 
9 touchdowns as a senior. 
He caught 14 passes for 
21 7 yards and three more 
scores. He also handled 
the punting and punt re­
turn duties. Defensively, 
from a linebacker post, 
he secured 40 tackles, 1 2 
for loss, forced five fum­
bles and recovered two 
and scored a defensive 
touchdown. 

Portman was named 
First-Team All-Eastern 
District, All-OVAC and 
was his team's offensive 
player of the year. As a 
junior, Portman rushed 
for 981 yards and had 
241 yards receiving. He 
scored 21 total offen­
sive touchdowns and was 
named First-Team All­
Ohio. 

Along with football, 
Portman was a standout 
in wrestling for the Zeps 
and a four-year letterman 
in baseball. 

Briar is the son of Rob 
and Kelly Portman. 

MATT SCHAEFER, 
Indian Creek - This 
former Redskin put forth 
an impressive career for 
head coach Andrew Con­
nor's team. 

The 6-0, 210 pounder 
rushed 11 I times for 693 
yards and 10 touchdowns 
as a senior. 

Matt, who plans to join 
the pipe fitters union, is 
the son of Stephen Schae­
fer and Heidi Kidd. 

TYLER TONKOV­
ICH, St. Clairsville -
This former Red Devil 
was the ultimate field 
general for Coach Brett 
McLean's offense the last 
two seasons. 

The 5-10, I 80 pound­
er put forth brilliant ju­
nior and senior seasons. 
passing for 2,464 yards 
and 25 touchdowns. On 
the ground. he amassed 
1,098 yards and scored 
14 more touchdowns. 

Tonkovich's produc­
tion didn't go unno­
ticed. He was named 
All-OV AC, All-Times 
Leader, All-Valley, 
All-Buckeye 8 twice and 
was named to the First 
Team All-Eastern Dis­
trict squad as a senior. 
He was also named to the 
All-Ohio team. 

On top of football, 
Tonkovich was the ace of 
the St. Clairsville base­
ball pitching staff. lead­
ing the Red Devils to 
the regional tournament 
and OV AC title this past 
spring. He played in the 
OV AC and State All-Star 
Games. 

REYNOLDS---------------
(Continued from Page 9) 

Anderson remained at 5-4 and has 
one in his last nine starts. 

Reynolds' third-inning sacrifice fly 
followed Hayes' first double and Arcia 
homered into the left-field bleachers in 
the fifth. The former Milwaukee short­
stop is 4 for -11 in three games since 
being recalled from Triple-A Gwinnett. 

Minter escaped a bases-loaded jam 
in the eighth by getting Jared Oliva to 
hit a tapper in front of home plate. 

Nogowski hit a deep fly ball down the 
left-field line that was ruled foul, and 
the call was upheld by a video review. 

SANDOVAL AWAY FROM 
TEAM 

Braves infielder Pablo Sandoval was 
placed on the restricted list and will 
likely be away from the team for up to 
three days. Right-hander Jacob Webb 
was recalled from Gwinnett. Manager 
Brian Snitker said Sandoval was at­
tending to a personal matter. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 
Pirates: Rf Gregory Polanco (bilat­

eral right adductor strain) was placed 
I?_'!_ !_~e .. _I O.:..day injured list ~nd _I~F/ 

Cole Tucker from Triple-A Indianapo­
lis and Castro from Altoona. 

UP NEXT 
The three-game series wraps up 

Wednesday with Braves LHP Drew 
Smyly (6-3, 4.42 ERA) matching up 
with rookie RHP Wil Crowe (l -5, 
6.26). Smyly has won four straight 
starts with a 1.21 ERA and hasn't lost 
since May 26. Crowe is l-2 with a 4.66 
ERA in four starts since being recalled 
from Indianapolis on June 12. 

ORIOLES 7, BLUE JAYS 5 
BALTIMORE (AP) - Pedro Sev­

erino and Cedric Mullins homered off 
Steven Matz, Anthony Santander also 
went deep and Baltimore beat Toronto. 

Toronto hit three home runs. too. in­
cluding No. 28 by Vladimir Guerrero 
Jr., but all those long balls came after 
Baltimore had taken a 7 -1 lead. 

Matz (7-4) allowed six hits and four 
runs - three earned - and struck out 
four in four innings. 

Making his first major league start. 
Orioles right-hander Spencer Watkins 
( 1-0) allowed one run and three hits -· . . . . . 
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W. Va. sets backfield candidates for OVAC Game 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

West Virginia head coach B .J. De­
pew is quite excited about his backfield 
candidates for the OV AC Rudy Mum­
ley All-Star Football Game, which is 
scheduled for July 24 at Wheeling ls­
land Stadium. 

"The guys we plan to use at quarter­
back and running back are like a dream 
for Coach (Chris) Kiedaisch and our of­
fensive staff because we want to spread 
the field and take advantage of our 
athletes in space. We see our running 
backs as special athletes who can run 
and catch the ball. 

The quarterback candidates are 
Linsly's Hunter Kelley and Wheeling 
Park's Beau Heller, while the running 
back candidates are University's Eliki 
Barner, John Marshall's Alex Burton, 
Wheeling Park's Stevie Mitchell and 
Wheeling Central's Jordan Waterhouse. 

Eliki, who is the son of Sylvester and 
Monica Barner, is undecided about his 
future plans. 

ALEX BURTON. John Marshall 
This former Monarch was a steady op­
tion for Coach Jason Willis ' team the 
last few years. 

And who can blame him? 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
ELIKI BARNER, University - This 

standout ball carrier was one of the go­
to-guys for Coach John Kelley's team. 

The 5-1 1, 14 3 pounder carried the 
ball 113 times for 887 yards and scored 
9 toucodnws. He also caught 3 passes 
for 63 yards and scored once. Depew has announced the options for 

quarterback and running back and there 
are plenty of game changers in the mix. 

"And we plan to use both quarter­
backs," Depew continued. "We're fa. 
miliar with both kids, at quarterback, 
and I believe both have a chance to real­
ly shine in this game." 

Barner earned All-OV AC as a senior 
as well as All-TRAC. 

Alex is the son of Robert and Denise 
See, OVAC, Page 82 

BARTON'S ISAAC Rine somehow avoids the tag of Maynard catcher B.A. Holloway during the fifth inning of Monday 
night's Oh10 Valley Baseball League game on Firemen's Field inside the Maynard Community Park. Barton won, 5-~ . 
The two teams meet again tonight in Crescent. 

Taylor pitches Barton past Maynard 
By KIM NORTH Park. 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

MAYNARD -- Ben Taylor pitched 
seven strong innings and Barton made 
quick work of homestanding Maynard 
Monday night in Ohio Valley Baseball 
League action. 

The Braves (7-6 ) scored two runs in 
each of the second and fifth innings, a 
solo tally in the third and Taylor only 
needed l -hour. 26-minutes in a 5-1 
victory on the sun-baked Firemen's 
Field diamond inside the Community 

With the victory, the defending 
champions kept their hopes alive of 
not finishing fourth and having to 
compete in the play-in game against 
No. 5 Shadyside just to reach the play­
offs. 

Maynard will make the short trek 
down the creek tonight to complete 
the home-and-home series on Hen­
ning Field inside Pramesa Park. The 
first pitch is set for 6. 

The Indians ( 10-6 ), meanwhile, lost 
ground on front-running Moundsville 

Pirates unload on Braves 
PITTSBURGH (AP) Ben 

Gamel homered twice and drove in 
six runs to lead the Pittsburgh Pirates 
past the Atlanta Braves l 1- 1 on Mon­
day night. 

Gamel took Max Fried (5-5) over 
the fence in center field for a two-run 
home run in the fourth. doubled home 
Bryan Reynolds in the sixth and add­
ed a three-run shot in the seventh as 
the Pirates won their second straight 
following a six-game losing streak. 

A day after driving in the winning 
run as a pinch-hitter in a I 0-inning 
victory over Miami. Fried came back 
down to earth with his worst start 
since April. The Pirates touched the 
left-hander for six runs in five-plus 

innings as Atlanta missed a chance 
to get back to .500 for the first time 
since June 8. 

Chase De Jong (1-3) survived a 
36-pitch first inning to pick up the 
second victory of his five-year ma­
jor-league career. De Jong struck out 
four" and walked three to notch his 
first win since beating the Chicago 
White Sox on Sept. 28, 2018, while 
playing for Minnesota. 

Having an offense that has strug­
gled mightily in recent weeks helped. 
Pittsburgh's 11-run outburst was one , 
more than they scored all of last week 
while going 1-6. 

Gamel has been one of the few 
See, PIRATES, Page 82 

(13-4 ), which rolled past the winless 
Casketmakers, 14-1, Monday night. 

"We are starting to hit our stride and 
it is coming at the right time," veter­
an Barton manager Billy Timko said. 
"All of our guys know their roles and 
everyone is contributing." 

He was spot-on with the last com­
ment as seven of the nine Braves re­
corded a base hit -- all singles -- as 
Colton Coss drove in two with his. 
Bailey McGrath and Drake Dobson 
also had run-producing base knocks. 

See, BARTON, Page 82 

CBJ goalie 
dies in freak 
fireworks 
accident 

NOVI, MICH. (AP) -- Columbus 
Blue Jackets goaltender Matiss Kivle­
nieks died of chest trauma from an er­
rant fireworks mortar blast in what au­
thorities described Monday as a tragic 
accident on the Fourth of July. 

Police in Novi, Michigan, said the 
firework tilted slightly and started to fire 
toward people nearby Sunday night. The 
24-year-old Kivlenieks was in a hot tub 
and tried to get clear with several oth­
er people, police Lt. Jason Meier said. 
Authorities earlier said the Lativan had 
died of an apparent head injury during 
a fall, but an autopsy clarified the cause 
of death. 

The fire department and EMTs got to 
the private home shortly after 10 p.m. 
and took Kivlenieks to a hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead, Meier said. 
The Oakland County Medical Examin­
er's office reported preliminary autopsy 
results Monday afternoon. 

Prior to the autopsy, police said Kiv­
lenieks was believed to have slipped and 
hit his head on concrete while running 
from a malfunctioning firework. 

"At the moment. we're pretty certain 
this was a tragic accident," Meier said. 

Columbus general manager Janno 
Kekalainen tweeted: "Life is so pre­
cious and can be so fragile. Hug your 
loved ones today. RIP Matiss, you will 
be dearly missed." Blue Jackets presi­
dent of hockey operations John David­
son called it a "devastating time" for the 
team. 

"Kivi was an outstanding young 
man who greeted every day and every~ 
one with a smile and the impact he had 
during his four years with our organiza-

See, CBJ, Page 82 

PITTSBURGH 
PIRATES' Ben 
Gamel (18) 
celebrates with 
teammate John 
Nogowski (69) as 
he crosses home 

• plate in front of 
Atlanta Braves 
catcher William 
Contreras after 
hitting a two-run 
home run off 
starting pitcher 
Max Fried during 
the fourth inning 
of a baseball 
game in Pitts­
burgh, Monday. 

AP PHOTO 

NBA Finals set Indians fall to 
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Tampa Bay cut the 
deficit to 8-7 on Margot's 
RBI single in the sixth 
and D az·s seventh-in­
ning homer. 

Rays starter Rich Hill 
allowed one run and three 

WEATHER DELAY 
There will be an un­

expected day off for the 
teams on Tuesday be­
cause the scheduled night 
game was postponed due 
to the projected track of 

on curveballs between 69 
and 73 mph. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 
Indians: RHP Zach Pie­

sac (broken right thumb) 
will start Thursday night 
against Kansas City. . .. 

start Game I Wednesday, reached on a fielder's choice, circled the bases with 
with LHP Sam Hentges the second tally. _ _ . 
(1-3) following in Game The Braves played small ball m the third to m-
2. crease their margin to 3-0. Left-handed Jacob Probst 

Rays: Have not an- looped a leadoff single down the left field line and 
nounced Wednesday's went to second on a sacrifice bunt by Isaac Rine. A 
starters. Coss groundout to the right side move Probst to third 

and McGrath ripped a single back up the middle to 
score Probst. 

• Pirates 
Continued from Page B1 

bright spots in the lineup since 
being claimed off waivers from 
Cleveland in May. The well-trav­
eled 29-year-old is hitting .312 
(29 for 93) in his last 27 starts. 

Ke'Bryan Hayes hit his first 
home run in nearly a month for 
Pittsburgh as the Pirates tied their 
season-high in runs. 

Ronald Acuna and Freddie Free­
man had two hits apiece for Atlan­
ta. The rest of the Braves managed 
just two hits against De Jong and 
four relievers. 

Atlanta appeared ready to chase 
De Jong early. Acu□a singled lead­
ing off the game and raced home 
when Freeman followed with a 
double to right that Phil Evans bob­
bled after chasing down. A walk 
and a hit batter eventually loaded 
the bases. but De Jong survived 
further damage when Orlando Ar­
cia lined out to shortstop. 

De Jong settled down and Pitts­
burgh· s offense picked up the 
slack. Gamel ·s blast in the fourth 
put the Pirates in front and by the 

Maynard got on the board in the fourth when B.A. 
Holloway laced a single to center to plate Tyler 
Ramsey. However, for the second time in the game, 

time his second home run of the a May~ard baserun~er got hung up between second 
night cleared the fence in center ~nd third before bemg tagged out. It also happened 
field in the seventh, Pittsburgh was m ,~he \rrSt . 
on its way 10 its most lopsided vie- ,w~ ve g~t some speed o~ the team but s~m~tlmes 
tory of the season. w~ re JUSt bemg too aggressive on the bases, Vickers 

NOGOWSKI ARRIVES said. . . . 
John Nogowski went 2 of 4 Barto~ bunched three of tts hits m the fifth t~ cap 

in his first start at first base after the sconng. !vlatt Fouty bunted for a lea?off _smgle 
being acquired from St. Louis for and was sac~ficed_ to second by Probst. Rm~ smgled 
cash considerations on Saturday. through the nght side a~ Fouty stopped at third. After 
The 28-year-old Nogowski is hop- Rme ~ent to second without a throw, Coss, who had 
ing to kick start his career after been m a long slump, also foun~ the hole _between first 
hitting just 2 for 22 (.091) in 20 and second as Fouty _s~ored easily and Rine somehow 
games with the Cardinals eluded the tag of a divmg Holloway for the fin_al run. 

• All told, Maynard had two runners erased m run-

•NBA---------------------
downs; one doubled off second on an inning-ending 
line drive that was snagged by Fouty; and another 
thrown out stealing. 

Continued from Page B1 Moundsville 14, Shadyside I 

''Without him, we have to do it 
by committee:· Bucks guard Khris 
Middleton said. 

It's a whole new setting for the 
36-year-old Paul. who acknowl­
edged one of the differences. 
Home teams usually practice at 
their training facility, but the work­
out on the eve of the NBA Finals is 
in the arena. 

to be difficult but really excited for 
it."' Holiday said. 

The Suns had been going no­
where. not even making the play­
offs since 20 I 0. They were 19-63 
just two seasons ago. tying for the 
second-worst record in the league. 

Games 5 and 6 of the East finals 
after hyperextending his left knee 
when he leaped to defend a lob in 
Game 4, but Middleton and Holi­
day led the Bucks past Atlanta in 
both games. 

"I think guys have done a great 
job of adjusting with him out, with 
him not out there in two of the most 
important games of our season," 
Middleton said. 

AT GLEN DALE, Matt Carnahan hit two home 
runs and singled to drive in six runs for the Expos. 

Moundsville banged out 13 hits, with John Santi­
marino also recording three singles. Eric Cover dou­
bled twice and knocked in two runs. Tim Mirandy 
also had a pair of ribbies. 

Greyson Loweecy went six innings for the win. 
striking out six, not walking a batter and giving up 
three hits. 

•OVAC 
"It's still basketball.'' the point 

guard said. "I think we ·re all locked 
in to the goal at hand:· 

But an undefeated run in their 
eight restart games in the Walt 
Disney World bubble last summer 
sent them into this season with mo­
mentum. and they entered it with 
a new leader when they acquired 
Paul from Oklahoma City. 

Some things to know about the 
series: 

Continued from Page B 1 

Burton of Moundsville. 
Milwaukee won a championship 

m 1971. so long ago that Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar was still known as 
Lew Alcindor when he and Oscar 
Robertson were perhaps the top 
tandem in the league. The Bucks 
had drafted Alcindor with the No. 
1 pick in 1 969 after winning a coin 
flip against the Suns. 

The Bucks got back in 1974 
but haven ·1 been seen in the finals 
since. 

They have been closing in over 
the last few years. Milwaukee had 
the best record in the NBA in both 
2018-19 and 2019-20 and was 
two games away from the NBA Fi­
nals in that first season. They came 
back better after acquiring guard 
Jrue Holiday before this ~eason. 

Besides Paul's All-Star play, 
the Suns needed the right veteran 
to bring out the best in young stars 
Devin Booker and Ayton. Phoe­
nix finished with the second-best 
record in the league, knocked out 
the defending champion Lakers in 
the first round, swept MVP Nikola 
Jokic·s Denver Nuggets and then 
shook off the absence of Paul for 
two games to beat the Clippers in 
the Western Conference finals. 

GIANNIS UPDATE 
Budenholzer didn't give many 

details on Antetokounmpo, beyond 
saying he was getting better. 

"He did court work, so he's 
making progress and we're pleased 
he's making progress," Budenhol­
zer said. 

SEASON SERIES 
The Suns won a pair of games 

that were as close as can be. Their 
I 25-124 home victory on Feb. 
10 came when Antetokounmpo 
scored a season-high 4 7 points 
but missed a jumper at the buzz­
er, and they pulled out a 128-127 
victory in Milwaukee on April 19 
when Booker knocked down a free 
throw with 0.3 seconds remaining 
in overtime. 

BEAU HELLER, Wheeling Park - This former 
Patriot had a brilliant 2020 season directing the of­
fense for Coach Chris Daugherty's team. 

The 5-11, 180 pounder completed an astonishing 
l 25-of-170 passes for 1,684 yards and 23 touch­
downs. He also logged three rushing touchdowns. 
Heller's 73.5 competition percentage was a school re­
cord. He also set the school mark for touchdown pass­
es in a single game at five and touchdowns accounted 
for in a single game at six. 

Heller's fine season didn't go unnoticed. He was 
named First-Team All-OVAC, All-Valley and All­
TRAC. He was an Honorable Mention All-State se­
lection as well as a finalist for the Big 22 award. Paul was out for coronavirus 

health and safety protocols, which 
every team had to work around this 
,eason. Numerous stars also dealt 
with injunes and the Bucks are 
hoping Antetokounmpo can over­
come his. 

''To get these four wins is going The two-time MVP missed 

• CBJ 
Continued from Page B1 

tion will not be forgot­
ten." he said. 

Kivlenieks· death came 
on the eve of Game 4 of 
the Stanley Cup Final 
in Montreal. where the 
Tampa Bay Lightning 
had a chance to clinch the 
championship against the 

a . 
. 

. 

www.BHCCenters.com 

BELMONT CAREER CENTER 
68090 Hammond Rd. 

St. ClairsVllle, Ohio 
(740) 695·9130 

HARRISON CAREER CENTER 
82500 Cadiz Jewett Rd .. Cadiz, Ohio 

(740) 942-2148 

Applications for next 
school year are available 

on our website 

Canadiens on Monday 
night. Bell Centre held 
a moment of <;ilence for 
Kivlenieks prior to the 
national anthems. 

NHL Commissioner 
Gary Bettman said Kiv­
lenieks" "love for life and 
passion for the game will 
be deeply missed by all 
those who have been for­
tunate to have him as a 
teammate and a friend ... 

The Latvian Hockey 
Federation called Kiv­
lenieks' death "a great 
loss not only for Latvian 
hockey but for the entire 
Latvian nation.·· 

Kivlenieks most re­
cently repre~ented Latvia 
this spring at the world 
hockey championship 
in which he played four 
games. He played two 
games for the Blue Jack­
ets and eight for the Amer­
ican Hockey League·s 
Cleveland Mon,ters this 
past -;eason. 

A native of Riga. Lat­
via. Kivleniek~ signed 
with the Blue Jackeb as 
a free agent in May 20 I 7 
and played eight games 
for the club o\'eraJl. He 
was seen as a pO<;<;iblc 

■ 

No. 2 goaltender next 
season if Joonas Korpisa­
lo or Elvis Merzlikins is 
traded. 

Kivlenieks was at Mid­
Ohio Sports Car Course in 
Lexington last Tuesday as 
a guest of IndyCar driver 
Alexander Rossi. 

Rossi announced that 
day he was going to race 
the Baja 1000 in Mexico 
in November, and Kivle­
nieks took a ride around 
Mid-Ohio in a Honda 
Ridgeline to help promote 
both Rossi and Sunday's 
lndyCar race. 

"This hits hard," Rossi 
tweeted. "Prayers to the 
family and the team." 

How the events of Sun­
day night unfolded came 
into focus Monday as 
Meier said the autopsy 
findings prompted offi­
cers to re-interview some 
witnesses. He said police 
will continue trying to in­
terview as many people as 
they can who were pres­
ent at the time. 

"We're starting to put 
together a pretty good 
picture of what occurred," 
he said. 

Meier said police who 
■ 

On top of football, Heller was a mainstay for the 
Park basketball team and took part in the OV AC All­
Star Game. He also volunteers wit Special Olympics. 

Beau, who plans to attend West Liberty and contin­
ue his football career, is the son of Kevin and Kath­
leen Heller. 

HUNTER KELLEY, Linsly - This former Cadet 
had an impressive career orchestrating Depew's of­
fense. 

Kelley finished 209-of-367 for 2,954 yards and 26 
touchdowns through the air. He also rushed 132 times 

responded to the emer- for 1,036 yards and 11 more touchdowns. 
gency calls said there was Kelley was twice named All-OV AC and listed 
a "large gathering" at the among the Big 22 finalists. 
home but he didn't have Hunter, who is the son of Craig and Geni Kelley. 
an estimate of how many plans to attend Otterbein. 
people were there or how STEVIE MITCHELL, Wheeling Park - This Pa­
many people police want triots product was one of several home-run hitters at 
to speak with. Daugherty's disposal last season. 

Meier would not pro- The 5-7, I 70 pounder logged time at running back 
vide the address of the and as a slot back. He finished with 1.255 yards on 
property in Novi, a north- 163 carries and 15 touchdowns. He also caught 18 
em suburb of Detroit. A passes for 134 yards and scored once. 
police report hasn't yet Mitchell was a two-time, second-team All-State 
been completed. selection. He was also listed as All-OV AC and was 

named TRAC Player of the Year. "What a tragic loss for 
all of us who knew him 
and I am thinking and 
praying for his family," 

Along with football, Mitchell was a standout wres­
tler for the Patriots, winning the 2021 state champi­
onship. 

Stevie, who is the son of Steve Mitchell and Chris­
fo_rmer_ Blue J_ackets cap- tie Hyde, plans to attend Wheeling University. 
tam ~hck Fohgno. tweet- JORDAN WATERHOUSE, Wheeling Central -
ed. Heaven . gamed a This former Maroon Knight was a key contributor for 
darn good goalie and bet- many seasons for Coach Mike Young's squad. 
ter pe!;on ... Just, way too The 6- I, 190 pounder was the primary ball cani-
soon. er as a senior. He rushed 130 times for 1,005 yards 

Former Columbus de- and 13 touchdowns en route to earning First Team 
fenseman David Savard All-State. He was also an All-OV AC and All-Valley 
learned of the accident selection. 
from Foligno. Away from athletics, Waterhouse shines just as 

"That was a brutal brightly. He was a member of the National Honor So­
wakeup this morning," ciety, Wheeling Central honor roll and Spanish Honor 
Savard said in French. Society. He's also active in the community, working 
"That was a good kid with with the canned food drive, as a member of Drug Free 
a lot of talent who was go- Club of America and he's a Central Shadow Program 
ing to be a part of the team Ambassador. . . 
next year or in the future. Jordan, who 1s the son of John and Jessica Water-
That's extremely sad." house, plans to attend Denison University. 

• • 
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W.Va. Names RBs and QBs for OVAC ASG 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

"And we r,lan to use both ..------ ALEX BURTON, John 
quarterbacks, ' Depe hall - This fonner 

The 5-11, 180 pounder completed 
an astonishing 125-of-l 70 passes for 
1,684 yards and 23 touchdowns. He 
also logged three rushing touchdowns. 
Heller's 73.5 competition percentage 
was a school record. He also set the 
school mark for touchdown passes in 
a single game at five and touchdowns 
accounted for in a single game at six. 

West Virginia head coach B.J. De­
pew is quite excited about his backfield 
candidates for the OV AC Rudy Mum­
ley All-Star Football Grune, which is 
scheduled for July 24 at Wheeling Is­
land Stadium. 

continued. "We're f ... ,~ ---.... onarch was a steady 
miliar with both kid ~~V" tion for Coach Ja-
at quarterback, an on Willis' team the 
I believe both have 'iP,~,..__..,, last few years. 
a chance to real- The 5-11, 143 
ly shine in this pounder carried 
game." ft!lll''SI ---...~ °"·~~ the ball 113 times And who can blame him? 

Depew has announced the options 
for quarterback and running back and 
there are plenty of game changers in the 
mix. 

The quarter- ~~W.1ZB" for 887 yards and 
back candidates 1 .._..._..., scored 9 toucodn-

Heller's fine season didn't go unno­
ticed. He was named First-Terun All­
OVAC, AU-Valley and All-TRAC. He 
was an Honorable Mention All-State 
selection as well as a finalist for the Big 
22 award. 

are Linsly's Hunter ws. He also caught 
Kelley and Wheelin 3 passes for 63 yards 

"The guys we plan to use at quarter­
back and running back are like a dream 
for Coach (Chris) Kiedaisch and our of­
fensive staff because we want to spread 
the field and take advantage of our 
athletes in space. We see our running 
backs as special athletes who can run 
and catch the ball. 

Park's Beau Heller, · . cu and scored once. 
while the running back Alex is the son of 
candidates are University's -_,..- Robert and Denise Burton On top of football, Heller was a main­

stay for the Park basketball terun and took 
part in the OV AC All-Star Game. He also 
volunteers wit Special Olympics. 

Eliki Barner, John Marshall's of Moundsville. 
Alex Burton, Wheeling Park's Stevie BEAU HELLER, Wheeling Park 
Mitchell and Wheeling Central's Jor- - This fonner Patriot had a brilliant 
dan Waterhouse. 2020 season directing the offense for 

Please see OVAC, Page JO Here's a capsule look at the players: Coach Chris Daugherty's team. 

AP Photo 
Cleveland Indians right fielder Harold Ramirez makes 
leaping catch at the wall on a fly ball hit by Tampa 
Bay Rays' Randy Arozarena during the fourth inning 
of Monday's game. 

Indians Falter 
In Ninth Inning 

ST. PETERSBURG, 
Fla. (AP) - Brandon 
Lowe hit his first career 
grand slam in the second 
inning, and the Tampa 
Bay Rays rallied with 
two runs in the ninth to 
beat the Cleveland Indi­
ans 9-8 on Monday night. 

Manuel Margot depart­
ed after appearing to hurt 
his leg when he led off the 
ninth with a single off off 
Emmanuel Clase (3-4), 
his fourth hit of the game. 
Randy Arozarena singled 
to move pinch-runner 
Brett Phillips to second. 
After Wander Franco 
tied it with an RBI single, 
Austin Meadows was in­
tentionally walked before 
Phillips easily scored 
from third on Yandy Di­
az's grounder to second. 

Pete Fairbanks (2-3) 
worked a scoreless ninth. 

Franmil Reyes hom­
ered and drove in five 

runs for the Indians, who 
have lost seven straight. 

Reyes, who returned 
Friday after being out 
since May 23 with a left 
oblique strain, hit a two­
run homer during a four­
run fifth against Drew 
Rasmussen that tied it at 
5. He had a two-run dou­
ble in a three-run sixth as 
the Indians went ahead 
8-5. 

Indians All-Star third 
baseman Jose Ramirez 
was back in the starting 
lineup after missing three 
games with a sore left 
elbow and went 2 for 4, 
including a fifth-inning 
RBI single. He was hit 
by a pitch and stole two 
bases. 

Lowe's second-inning 
slam off lefty Logan Al­
len put the Rays up 4-0 in 
the second. 

Please see NINTH. Page JO 

Federer, 
ni~lr~, ,ii' 

Gamel Propels Pirates 
Past Braves, 11-1 

AP Photo 
Pittsburgh Pirates' Ben Gamel (18) celebrates with teammate John Nogowski (69) as he crosses 
home plate in front of Atlanta Braves catcher William Contreras after hitting a two-run home run off 
starting pitcher Max Fried during the fourth inning of Monday's game in Pittsburgh. 

Left fielder belts two homers and drives in six runs 
PITTSBURGH (AP) - Ben 

Grunel homered twice and drove 
in six runs to lead the Pittsburgh 
Pirates past the Atlanta Braves 
11 -1 on Monday night. 

Gamel took Max Fried (5-5) 
over the fence in center field 
for a two-run home run in the 
fourth, doubled home Bryan 
Reynolds in the sixth and added 
a three-run shot in the seventh 
as the Pirates won their second 
straight following a six-game 
losing streak. 

A day after driving in the 
winning run as a pinch-hitter 
in a 10-inning victory over Mi­
ami, Fried came back down to 
earth with his worst start since 
April. The Pirates touched the 
left-hander for six runs in five­
plus innings as Atlanta missed 

a chance to get back to .500 for 
the first time since June 8. 

Chase De Jong (1 -3) survived 
a 36-pitch first inning to pick up 
the second victory of his five­
year major-league career. De 
Jong struck out four and walked 
three to notch his first win since 
beating the Chicago White Sox 
on Sept. 28, 2018, while play­
ing for Minnesota. 

Having an offense that has 
struggled mightily in recent 
weeks helped. 

Pittsburgh's 11-run outburst 
was one more than they scored 
an of last week while going 
1-6. 

Gamel has been one of the 
few bright spots in the lineup 
since being claimed off wai v­
ers from Cleveland in May. The 

well-traveled 29-year-old is hit­
ting .312 (29 for 93) in his last 
27 starts. 

Ke'Bryan Hayes hit his first 
home run in nearly a month for 
Pittsburgh as the Pirates tied 
their season-high in runs. 

Ronald Acuna and Freddie 
Freeman had two hits apiece for 
Atlanta. 

The rest of the Braves man­
aged just two hits against De 
Jong and four relievers. 

Atlanta appeared ready to 
chase De Jong early. Acuna sin­
gled leading off the game and 
raced home when Freeman fol­
lowed with a double to right that 
Phil Evans bobbled after chasing 
down. 

Please see PIRATES, Page JO 

Blue Jackets Goalie Dies 
After Fireworks Accident 
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Canadiens Edge Lightning in OT to Avoid Sweep 
Anderson nets . 
game-winner 

MONTREAL (AP) - Josh 
Anderson jumped back into 
the play. and the Montreal Ca­
nadiens killed Tampa Bay's 
chance for a Stanley Cup 
sweep. 

Anderson scored his second 
goal 3:57 into overtime, and 
the Canadiens avoided elimi­
nation by defeating the defend­
ing champion Lightning 3-2 in 
Game 4 on Monday night. 

Carey Price stopped 3 2 shots 
for Montreal, and rookie de­
fenseman Alexander Romanov 
also scored. 

The series shifts to Tampa 
Bay for Game 5 on Wednesday. 

Interim coach Dominique 
Ducharme· s lineup changes 
paid off as Romanov stepped 

up in just his third career play­
off game. Anderson was shift­
ed to a new line, playing along­
side Nick Suzuki and rookie 
Cole Caufield in Ducharme's 
bid to add more speed. 

It wasn't lost on Canadiens 
assistant captain Brendan Gal­
lagher how Anderson provided 
his teammates with a rallying 
cry a day earlier when he said: 
"We're not finished yet." 

"We understood the hole that 
we were in, but we just kind of 
talked about it: Find a way to 
win one game here," Gallagh­
er said. "(Anderson) stepped 
up and scored a couple of big 
goals for us. It's going to be the 
same thing next game." 

Montreal became the first 
team to score in OT to avoid a 
sweep in the Stanley Cup Final 
since the Bruins did it in I 946 
against the Canadiens. accord­
ing to ST A TS. 

Pat Maroon and Barclay Go­
odrow scored for the Lightning, 
who are attempting to become 
the NHL' s second team to win 
consecutive championships in 
the salary-cap era, which began 
in 2005. The Pittsburgh Pen­
guins accomplished the feat 
with titles in 2016 and 2017. 

Anderson got his second ca­
reer playoff overtime goal after 
he forced a turnover at the blue 
line and outraced Jan Runa and 
Yanni Gourde to a loose puck 
along the left boards. He then 
directed the puck toward the 
net, where Caufield got a piece 
of it but pushed it wide. 

Anderson jumped back in 
front and knocked the puck 
past Andrei Vasilevskiy inside 
the left post. 

Montreal was outscored 
14-5 in the first three games, 
including a sloppy 6-3 loss in 
Game 3 on Friday. 

AP Photo 
Montreal Canadiens right wing Josh Anderson (17) scores past 
Tampa Bay Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy (88) during 
the first period of Game 4 of the Stanley Cup final in Montreal, 
Monday. 

OVAC PIRATES------- ---------
(Continued from Page 9) 

Beau. who plans to attend West Lib­
erty and continue his football career, is 
the son of Kevin and Kathleen Heller. 

HUNTER KELLEY, Linsly -
This former Cadet had an impressive 
career orchestrating Depew's offense. 

Kelley finished 209-of-367 for 
2.954 yards and 26 touchdowns 
through the air. He also rushed 132 
times for 1 .036 yards and 11 more 
touchdowns. 

Kelley was twice named All-OV AC 
and listed among the Big 22 finalists. 

Hunter. who is the son of Craig and 
Geni Kelley, plans to attend Otterbein. 

STEVIE MITCHELL, Wheeling 
Park - This Patriots product was one 
of several home-run hitters at Daugh­
erty's disposal last season. 

The 5-7, 170 pounder logged time at 
running back and as a slot back. He fin­
ished with 1.255 yards on 163 carries 
and t 5 touchdowns. He also caught 18 
passes for I 34 yards and scored once. 

Mitchell was a two~time. second-team 
AU-State selection. He was also listed 
as All-OV AC and was named TRAC 
Player of the Year. 

Along with football, Mitchell was a 
standout wrestler for the Patriots, win­
ning the 2021 state championship. 

Stevie, who is the son of Steve Mitch­
ell and Christie Hyde, plans to attend 

Wheeling University. 
JORDAN WATERHOUSE, 

Wheeling Central - This former Ma­
roon Knight was a key contributor for 
many seasons for Coach Mike Young's 
squad. 

The 6-1, 190 pounder was the pri­
mary ball carrier as a senior. He rushed 
130 times for 1,005 yards and 13 
touchdowns en route to earning First 
Team All-State. He was also an All­
OV AC and All-Valley selection. 

Away from athletics, Waterhouse 
shines just as brightly. He was a 
member of the National Honor Soci­
ety, Wheeling Central honor roll and 
Spanish Honor Society. He's also ac­
tive in the community, working with 
the canned food drive, as a member of 
Drug Free Club of America and he's a 
Central Shadow Program Ambassador. 

Jordan, who is the son of John and 
Jessica Waterhouse, plans to attend 
Denison University. 

ELIKI BARNER, University -
This standout ball carrier was one of 
the go-to-guys for Coach John Kelley's 
team. 

Barner earned All-OV AC as a senior 
as well as All-TRAC. 

Eliki, who is the son of Sylvester and 
Monica Barner, is undecided about his 
future plans. 

NINTH ----------------­
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Lowe is 10 for 8 7 right side tightness after 
(.115) off lefties this sea- grounding out to short-
son. stop. 

Cesar Hernandez gave WEATHER DELAY 
Cleveland its first lead, There will be an un-
6-5, in the sixth when expected day off for the 
he flared a single to right teams on Tuesday be­
over a drawn-in infield. cause the scheduled night 

Tampa Bay cut the game was postponed due 
deficit to 8-7 on Margot"s to the projected track 
RBI single in the sixth of Tropical Storm Elsa. 
and Diaz·s seventh-in- It will made up as part 
ning homer. of a doubleheader on 

Rays starter Rich· Hill Wednesday. 
allowed one run and three QUOT ABLE 
hits in 3 2/3 innings. "I'm guessing when 
The lefty struck out five, he's about 50 he'll still 
walked one and hit two be able to roll out of bed 
batters. and flip that curveball. It 

Allen gave up five runs might be a little slower 
and seven hits over 3 1/3 but it will probably have 
innings and had his ERA the same break." - lndi­
climb from 8.38 to 9. 13. ans manager Terry Fran-

Cleveland left field- cona on Hill, who fanned 
er Eddie Rosario left in four on curveballs be­
the second inning with tween 69 and 73 mph. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 
Indians: RHP Zach Pie­

sac (broken right thumb) 
will start Thursday night 
against Kansas City. . .. 
RHP Shane Bieber (right 
shoulder strain) could 
start a throwing program 
in around IO days. 

Rays: LHP Brendan 
McKay had discomfort 
in his surgically repaired 
left shoulder after his first 
start last week for the 
Rookie-level FCL Rays 
and is being examined. 

UP NEXT 
Indians: RHP J.C. Me­

jia (1-3) is scheduled to 
start Game 1 Wednesday, 
with LHP Sam Hentges 
(l-3) following in Game 
2. 

Rays: Have not an-
nounced Wednesday's 
starters. 

(Continued from Page 9) 
A walk and a hit batter eventually 

loaded the bases, but De Jong survived 
further damage when Orlando Arcia 
lined out to shortstop. 

De Jong settled down and Pitts­
burgh's offense picked up the slack. 
Gamel's blast in the fourth put the Pi­
rates in front and by the time his sec­
ond home run of the night cleared the 
fence in center field in the seventh, 
Pittsburgh was on its way to its most 
lopsided victory of the season. 

NOGOWSKI ARRIVES 
John Nogowski went 2 of 4 in his 

first start at first base after being ac­
quired from St. Louis for cash consid­
erations on Saturday. The 28-year-old 
Nogowski is hoping to kick start his 
career after hitting just 2 for 22 (.091) 
in 20 games with the Cardinals. Pitts­
burgh is in need of serious help at first 
with Colin Moran and Erik Gonzalez 
both on the 10-day injured list. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 
Pirates: LHP Steven Brault (left lat 

strain) is expected to make a rehab 
start in Florida at some point this week. 
Brault has been sidelined all season af­
ter being injured in mid-March. 

METS 4, BREWERS 2 
NEW YORK (AP) - Pete Alon­

so broke a seventh-inning tie with a 
two-run double off All-Star Brandon 
Woodruff, and the New York Mets 
beat the Milwaukee Brewers in a 
matchup of National League division 
leaders. 

Edwin Diaz pitched out of trouble in 
the ninth, retiring three straight batters 
with two on after giving up an RBI sin­
gle to Tyrone Taylor. 

Michael Conforto added an RBI sin­
gle and Dominic Smith had a sacrifice 
fly for the Mets, who managed only 
one hit against an efficient Woodruff 
(7-4) through six innings. 

Omar Narvaez homered for the 
Brewers, who won 11 straight before 
a 2-0 loss Sunday in Pittsburgh. 

Seth Lugo (2-1) struck out two in a 
perfect seventh, and Diaz earned his 
18th save in 19 opportunities. 

Woodruff (7-4) allowed four hits, 
four earned runs, with six strikeouts 
and a walk in 6 1/3 innings. 

CARDINALS S, GIANTS 3 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) - Kwang 

Hyun Kim pitched seven scoreless 
innings, Matt Carpenter hit a two-run 
triple in the seventh for the first runs 
of the game and St. Louis snapped 
San Francisco's three-game winning 

streak. 
Donovan Solano and Steven Dug­

gar hit RBI singles in the ninth against 
Alex Reyes, but San Francisco's 
comeback bid fell short. 

Giants starter Kevin Gausman (8-3) 
didn't allow a hit until Nolan Arena­
do' s one-out single in the seventh that 
started a two-run rally in what had 
been a scoreless game. 

Alex Dickerson slugged a pinch-hit 
homer that held up on replay review. 

MARLINS S, DODGERS 4 
MIAMI (AP) - Jorge Alfaro hit a 

tiebreaking homer in the eighth inning, 
and Miami ended Los Angeles· nine­
game winning streak. 

Alfaro drove a slider from Dodg­
ers reliever Victor Gonzalez (3-1) to 
center field for his third homer of the 
season. 

David Hess ( l-0) picked up the win 
in his Marlins' debut. Anthony Bender 
pitched a scoreless ninth for his first 
major league save. 

The Marlins erased a 2-0 deficit 
with a three-run third on RBI singles 
by Garrett Cooper and Miguel Rojas. 

Dodgers starter Walker Buehler al­
lowed four runs on five hits and struck 
out six in five innings. The right­
hander walked two and hit a batter. 

TWINS 8, WHITE SOX S 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) - Rookie 

Bailey Ober pitched five scoreless in­
nings for his first major league victory, 
Max Kepler homered twice and Min­
nesota held off Chicago. 

Ober ( 1-1) hit the milestone in his 
seventh career start, with seven strike­
outs and two hits and three walks al­
lowed. 

White Sox starter Dy Ian Cease (7 -4) 
lasted 5 I /3 innings and allowed six 
hits and three walks. 

Hansel Robles pitched a scoreless 
ninth for his eighth save. 

TIGERS 7, RANGERS 3 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) - Wily 

Peralta threw seven scoreless innings 
in his longest big league outing since 
2016 and Detroit beat Texas. 

Zack Short homered for the Tigers, 
who have won three in a row and five 
of six. Former Rangers outfielder 
Nomar Mazara twice drove in a run 
without a hit. 

Peralta (2-1 ), back in the majors 
only three weeks, struck out six with­
out a walk while throwing 61 of 91 
pitches for strikes. hE allowed only 
three hits in his fourth start for Detroit. 

WIN --~----- GOALIE ---------~--------
(Continued from Page 9) 

Even Federer himself didn't really know what he 
would be able to muster this fortnight. 

"Well. I mean. I guess to some extent it's nice 
to see that the work I put in paid off. that I'm able 
to play at this level," said Federer. who only had 
played eight matches in 2021 before last week. 

"I can actually wake up in the morning and feel 
all right. ... It's very rewarding and it's a good feel­
ing." he said. "Now we'll see how much more I got 
left in the tank.'' 

The raucous support he received created a more 
vibrant atmosphere than at other contests spread 
.... - ..... ··- ,.,a .i... .... ,..._,.. , · -"..- .... . \.. .... ♦\.. .... - : ..... . ..... 1 • • ; ... ,.. .. . ; ......... ..:-.... &',...-

(Continued from Page 9) 
Columbus general manager Jar­

mo Kekalainen tweeted: "Life is so 
precious and can be so fragile. Hug 
your loved ones today. RIP Matiss, 
you will be dearly missed." Blue 
Jackets president of hockey oper­
ations John Davidson called it a 
"devastating time" for the team. 

"Kivi was an outstanding young 
man who greeted every day and 
everyone with a smile and the im­
pact he had during his four years 
•• • :+\.. ..... ,,.,. ,..._,...,...,.;,..,...: ........ ••• :11 ........ + h,.. 

a teammate and a friend." 
The Latvian Hockey Federation 

called Kivlenieks' death "a great 
loss not only for Latvian hockey 
but for the entire Latvian nation." 

Kivlenieks most recently rep­
resented Latvia this spring at the 
world hockey championship in 
which he played four games. He 
played two games for the Blue 
Jackets and eight for the American 
Hockey League's Cleveland Mon­
sters this past season . 

A. _ ,.. .. : ....... ..... .c n.: ... '"" 1 ,.. ... . .: .... v: .. ~•-

Ohio in a Honda Ridgeline to help 
promote both Rossi and Sunday's 
lndyCar race. 

"This hits hard," Rossi tweet­
ed. "Prayers to the family and the 
team." 

How the events of Sunday night 
unfolded came into focus Monday 
as Meier said the autopsy findings 
prompted officers to re-interview 
some witnesses. He said police 
will continue trying to interview as 
many people as they can who were 
_.,.,...,., ............ ...... ,..,,,.. .;_,.., 
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OVAC All-Star Football rosters named 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

The rosters are set and, barring 
something unforeseen, there will be an 
OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star Charity 
Football Classic this summer. 

After seeing the 2020 game canceled 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
annual summer spectacle at Wheeling 
Island Stadium is scheduled to return 
on Saturday, July 24 with kickoff slated 
for 7: 15 p.m. 

Fort Frye's Eric Huck and Lins-
1y • s B.J. Depew will serve as the head 
coaches of Ohio and West Virginia, re-

Shadyside's 
Gorby wins 
regional LJ 
ByT-L STAFF REPORTS 

MASSILLON - The invitations 
have been finalized. 

With the OHSAA State Track and 
Field Championship slated to open in 
less than a week, Barnesville, Buckeye 
Trail. Shadyside, Steubenville Catholic 
and Shenandoah are all making plans 
to attend. 

The regional meet at Perry High 
School proved to be as challenging as 
ever and when the dust settled Friday 
night. seven athletes in nine events 
have earned automatic bids with a 
couple of others awaiting word if their 
mark is good enough for one of the two 
at-large bids in each event. 

The Division III state meet opens 
Friday morning at Westerville North 
High School. 

GIRLS 
Shadyside will be represented at the 

state meet once again. 
Junior standout Paige Gorby quali­

fied for her first state meet in the long 
jump. She did so in grand fashion, too. 

Gorby leaped off the board to a per­
sonal-best mark of 16-10 during the 
qualifying round and it stood up en 
route to the regional title. 

Gorby"s mark was more than a foot­
and-a-half better than she produced 
during the district meet en route to fin­
ishing second. 

Barnesville's Anna Yater added to 
her state meet workload on Friday. 

After claiming the gold medal in the 
shot put during Wednesday's competi­
tion, Yater pocketed the silver medal in 

See, TRACK, Page D2 

spectively. Both coaches have finalized to spend a lot of time scrambling later 
their rosters and have their ~ this summer if a player opts 

cause it creates more depth on the field 
as he hopes to utilize platoons as much 
as possible. sights set on camp, which ~~ !~, out. 

will open at Bethany College , i '<' "Expanding the roster is 
on Sunday, July 18. definitely a new wrinkle," 

"Really, when you look at it, you have 
16 players for each side of the ball, so 
the extra guys is nice for that depth," 
Huck said. "I was excited to pick four 
more guys." 

Both coaches had a little Depew said. "It's nice for the 
more flexibility in their se- , kids who have lost so much 
lections this year because the over the last'' 15 months. It's 
number of roster spots in- great that this game is back 
creased to 3 7 from the usual and that includes all aspects 

Both coaches agreed that giving the 
extra four players, per state, the oppor­
tunity to participate was exciting in it­
self. 

33. L~!.gim~:_J of the game. I am really hap-
According to game di- py for the Ohio Valley that 

rector Dirk Fitch, the move everything is going to take "There is a lot of good talent to pick 
from and it's still tough to narrow it 
down," Huck said. "It's just a big relief 

See, OVAC, Page D2 

was made for increased flexibility with place." 
COVID-1 9 still a concern. On top of On top of the idea of having extra 
that, it could save coaches from having bodies for COVID, Huck is excited be-

Rain wipes out 
Rockies-Pirates 

PITTSBURGH (AP) - Will Craig tried to find a 
little humor a day after his egregious fielding mistake 
brought the Pittsburgh Pirates rookie first baseman 
national notoriety. 

,,'l"""~~ "I guess I'm going to be on the blooper reels for the 
rest of my life," Craig said Friday before the Pirates' 
game with the Colorado Rockies was postponed be­
cause of rain. 

T-L File Photo/SETH STASKEY 
SHADYSIDE JUNIOR Paige Gorby jumped to a Division Ill regional 
championship during Friday's meet at Massillon Perry. Gorby earned 
the right to compete in next weekend's OHSAA State Championship 
meet at Westerville North. 

The game will be made up as part of a split double­
header Saturday with the first game starting at 12:05 
p.m. and the second scheduled for 4:05 p.m. Both 
games will be seven innings under pandemic rules. 

Craig is expected to be back in the lineup for the 
opener of the twin bill. 

"He made a mistake and that's it," Pittsburgh man­
ager Derek Shelton said. "You don't option a guy 
(to the minor leagues) because of the fact he made 
a mistake. We make mistakes in all realms of life. It 
just happened to be something nobody's ever seen 
before." 

Craig's mental lapse in the Pirates' 5-3 loss to the 
Chicago Cubs on Thursday was all over television 
and social media. 

With Willson Contreras on second base and two 
outs in the third inning, the Cubs' Javier Baez hit a 
routine grounder to third baseman Erik Gonzalez. 
His throw to Craig at first was a little up the line. 
pulling Craig off the bag. 

All Craig had to do was tag Baez or touch first for 
the final out of the inning. 
• Baez·stoppecl'running halfway up the first base line 
to avoid Craig and backtracked toward home plate. 
Craig chased him. 

Meanwhile, Contreras rounded third and sprinted 
home. Craig attempted a flip to catcher Michael Pe­
rez, but Contreras slid under the tag while Baez took 
off for first. Perez's throw to first sailed past second 
baseman Adam Frazier attempting to cover the bag, 
allowing Baez to race to second. 

If the out was recorded at first base before Baez 
arrived, the run would not have counted. 

Craig, who gained the reputation of being an out­
standing fielder in the minor leagues, owned up to 

See, PIRATES, Page D2 

r."Ol"'Me_m_on_al_Da_iy Ti_rib_ut_e --..----------~· Na i I ers have 
had quite the 
journey to 1 K 
By CODY TOMER 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING - Histolic milestones aren' t just 
about one night, they encapsulate countless moments 
of greatness and longevity. 

That's why the Wheeling Nailers' I ,O00th victory 
on Wednesday night was so impressive. The journey 
to 1,000 began with the Wheeling Thunderbirds in 
1992 and consistently rolled on like a freight train af­
ter the team changed its name to the Nailers in I 996. 

The organi~at~on_~~J. se~!l play~rs, coaches a~~~~-



regular season. 
Wheeling finished 46-

17-0-5 with 97 points. 
Perhaps the most mem­
orable stretch of the sea­
son culminated on Feb. 
5, 1995 when Wheeling 
reeled off its 1 7th straight 
home victory in a 5-3 vic­
tory over the Columbus 
Chill. 

Brock Woods was the 
captain of that year's 
squad and still lives in 
Wheeling today. 

"There was definite-

currenc J'lauers mrer­
im coach Derek Anny de­
livered 10 points during 
a wild playoff run to the 
Kelly Cup, in which the 
Nailers overcame adver­
sity multiple times. 

Wheeling faced elimi­
nation in both the confer­
ence semifinals against 
Reading and the confer­
ence finals against South 
Carolina. Both times the 
Nailers overcame 3-2 se­
ries deficits to advance in 
the bracket. 

MA 

ice rnuowmg merr :,-1 
win over Indy for the 
1,000th victory in team 
history, a video with for­
mer Wheeling legends 
played on the scoreboard. 

That was the moment 
that hit home with 10-
year Nailers' radio broad­
caster D.J. Abisalih. 

"What got it for me was 
when all the players start­
ed watching the video and 
reacting to all the alums," 
Abisalih said. "That was a 
chills moment for sure. 

' • IN STOCK AND READY FOR 
QUICK DELIVERY OR IMMEDIATE PICK UP! 

717 MAIN ST., SISTERSVILLE, WV 26175 
304-652-3032 • 304-652-4030 II 

OVER 7,500 SQUARE FEET OF 
FURNITURE SHOPPING FUN 

OPEN O DAY-SATURDAY 10AM TO 5PM 
OR CALL FOR AN APPOI ■H■ ,...,n· T 

SETS STAIITI G T JUS TWIN SIZE SETS $228 
FULL SIZE SETS $358 

WESTON DOUBLE 
SIDED FIRM 

TWIN SIZE SETS 
FULL SIZE SETS 
QUEEN SIZE SETS 
KING SIZE SETS 

$348 
$448 
$498 
$698 

EMPIRE DOUBLE SIDED 
PLUSH OR FIRM 

EMPIRE DOUBLE 
SIDED PILLOW TOP 

TWIN SIZE SETS 
FULL SIZE SETS 
QUEEN SIZE SETS 
KING SIZE SETS 

$448 TWIN SIZE SETS $498 
$548 FULL SIZE SETS $598 
$598 QUEEN SIZE SETS $648 
$848 KING SIZE SETS $948 

OUR TOP OF THE LINE 
VANDERBILT DOUBLE VANDERBILT DOUBLE VANDERBILT DOUBLE 

SIDED FIR. SIDED PLUSH SIDED PILLOW TOP 
TWIN SIZE SETS $698 TWIN SIZE SETS $748 TWIN SIZE SETS $798 
FULL SIZE SETS $848 FULL SIZE SETS $898 FULL SIZE SETS $948 
QUEEN SIZE SETS $948 QUEEN SIZE SETS $998 QUEEN SIZE SETS $1,048 
KING SIZE SETS $1,298 KING SIZE SETS $1,348 KING SIZE SETS $1,398 

We deliver to a very large area including Woodsfield, Caldwell, Cambridge, Marietta, Wheeling, 
SI Clairsville, Moundsvflle, Washington, PA, Parkersburg, Ripley, Clarksburg, Fairmont, 

their surrounding areas and all in between. Over 99% of our deliveries are free. 
II needed, we will dispose ol your old furniture or bedding at no charge. 
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the Pirates played Colorado. 
"It all boils down to me losing my 

brain for a second," he said. "I take full 
responsibility for it and now will just try 
to keep moving forward. I know I'm a 
good defensive player and I can do a lot 
of good things on that side of the ball." 

The Pirates will enter the double­
header on a six-game losing streak. The 
Rockies have lost three straight. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 
Rockies: SS Trevor Story (right el­

bow tightness) is unlikely to play in the 
field during the three-game series but 

will be examined by team doctors Mon­
day in Denver after the Rockies return 
from their road trip. Story was injured 
in the second game of Thursday's dou­
bleheader at New York. He is eligible 
for free agency at the end of the season 
and is expected to be one of the most 
coveted players on the market. 

Pirates: After two rehab starts in Indi­
anapolis, RHP Chad Kuhl (right elbow 
discomfort) will make his next appear­
ance in the major leagues. The Pirates 
have not announced a starter for Sun­
day's game. so he is a possibility. 

•Track---------------
continued from Page D1 

in the discus with a mark of 115-10. 
She had the lead until the final throw of 
the competition. 

Barnesville freshman March Bethel 
made a decision Friday to bypass the 
1600 meter run to conserve energy to 
make a run toward an 800 meter run 
state berth. 

The decision paid dividends. 
Bethel qualified to the state by lock­

ing up the fourth spot with a time of 
2:22.68. That mark was more than five 
seconds faster than what she ran at the 
district. 

Steubenville Catholic Central junior 
Clara Symington advanced to the state 
meet in a pair of events. She finished 
third in the high hurdles in 15.64 and 
then authored the same place finish in 
the low hurdles in a time of 46.37. 

BOYS 

Shadyside and Buckeye Trail both 
qualified for the state meet on Wednes­
day in the pole vault. 

The Tigers were led by senior Bren­
dan Schrader who was second at 13-4 
and freshman Andrew Osman. who 
placed third at I 3-feet. 

Trail will be represented by Brendan 
Bates, who was fourth at 12-8. 

Steubenville Catholic's Joe Rohde 
advanced in the 400 meter dash, post­
ing a runner-up finish with a time of 
50.32. 

Shenandoah's Shakur Payton qual­
ified with a silver medal in the high 
jump, clearing 6-2. 

On the track, the Zeps will be repre­
sented by senior Max McVicker. He is 
the regional champion in the 300 inter­
mediate hurdles, skimming eight tim­
bers in 39.98. 

• OVAC------------
continued from Page D1 

just a big relief that it appears the 
game is going to happen. I know last 
(summer) was a disappointment for the 
(Class of 2020) kids having that op­
portunity slip away, but it's nice that 
these (seniors) will get the chance." 

omo 
All told, 10 schools received multi­

ple bids. 
Huck picked the maximum five 

players from his own Cadets roster. 
Those accepting the bid from Fort Frye 
are Brian Adkins, Jaymison Baker, 
Dylan Hart, Braden Medley and Brady 
Kutscherenko. 

"Every one of those (Fort Frye) kids 
is really deserving," Huck said. "Many 
of them have been starting since they 
were freshmen and sophomores and 
helped us win a lot of big games, so 
to have one last opportunity to coach 
those kids is exciting." 

For the first time, the OV AC game 
will feature players from New Phila­
delphia. 

The Quakers will be represented by 
Logan Ortt, Justin Rimer and Mitchell 
Stokey. 

Other schools with a trio of rep­
resentatives are Steubenville and St. 
Clairsville. Those with two roster spots 
include: Cambridge, Martins Ferry, 
River, Indian Creek, East Liverpool 
and Beaver Local. 

The entire Ohio roster looks like this: 
Brian Adkins (Fort Frye), Jaymi­

son Baker (Fort Frye), Will Balgo 
(St. Clairsville), Justin Bartlett (Cam­
bridge), Jeremy Brown (Indian Creek), 
David Burgey (Steubenville), Evan 
Carpenter (Martins Ferry), Dylan 
Czech (East Liverpool), Carter Den­
nis (River), Dylan Hart (Fort Frye), 
Brady Kutscherenko (Fort Frye), Cian 
Montgomery (Steubenville), Dylan 
Moore (Beaver Local), Logan Ortt 
(New Philadelphia), Justin Rimer 
(New Philadelphia), Jake Rose (Riv­
er), Matt Schaefer (Indian Creek), 
Reese Skaggs (St. Clairsville), Mitch­
ell Stokey (New Philadelphia), Pres­
ton Thaman (Martins Ferry), Tyler 
Tonkovich (St. Clairsville), Brock 
Valentine (Cambridge), Tommy War­
rick (Beaver Local), Howard Williams 
(East Liverpool), Joel Chevalier (War­
ren), Garret Cramer (Monroe Central), 
Garrett Dozier (Toronto), Ryan Gor­
man (Steubenville Central), Ayden 
Hannahs (Barnesville), Brian Palmer 
Jr. (Buckeye Local), Vince Patrone 
(Bellaire), Briar Portman (Shenando­
ah), Rocco Romeo (Conotton Valley), 

II 

Jacob Visnic (Shadyside) and Timothy 
Wehr (Caldwell). 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Depew loaded up his roster with a 

third of the players who competed in the 
city of Wheeling. 

The Linsly head coach took the max­
imum of five from his Cadets' squad 
and from Wheeling Park. He then added 
three Wheeling Central products for I 2 
of his 3 7 bids. 

The Linsly players who are expected 
to suit up on Wheeling Island are Mar­
co Aprea, Steve Felton, Kobe Hill, Joao 
Lima and Hunter Kelley. 

Wheeling Park, which featured an 
explosive offense, will be represented 
by Beau Heller, Stevie Mitchell, along 
with speedsters Sincere Sinclair and 
Torrence Walker. 

The Central trio includes Spencer 
Helms, Payton Marling and Jordan Wa­
terhouse. 

"I know we felt our season ended 
pre-maturely and both Park and Central 
were expecting to play at least one more 
game, so I am happy for these kids who 
get this honor and get to play one more 
game," Depew said. 

Other schools that received three invi­
tations were Magnolia. Oak Glen, Weir. 
Parkersburg South and University. 

The entire West Virginia roster looks 
like this: 

Marco Aprea (Linsly), Eliki Barner 
{University), Daniel Beatles (Oak 
Glen), Jason Beisel (Magnolia), Tra­
cy Brooks (University), Jordan Bruce 
(Weir), Alex Burton (John Marshall), 
Deacon Carmichael (Cameron), Samuel 
Casto (Brooke), Deondre Crudup (Mor­
gantown), Dimitrius Deshield (Uni­
versity), Anthony DiMatteis (Weir), 
Steve Felton (Linsly), Dalton Flowers 
(John Marshall), Devin Gaines (Park­
ersburg South), Beau Heller (Wheel­
ing Park), Spencer Helms (Wheeling 
Central), Gabriel Hendershot (Parkers­
burg South), Kobe Hill (Linsly), Drake 
Hukill (Brooke), Hunter Kelley (Lins­
ly), Isaac Keller (Magnolia), Joao Lima 
(Linsly). Silas McKeever (Magnolia), 
Payton Marling (Wheeling Central), 
Stevie Mitchell (Wheeling Park). Kyler 
O'Connor (Oak Glen). Cody Poe (Hun­
dred). Lucky Pulice (Madonna), Gage 
Reitter (Weir). Levi Rice (Parkersburg 
South), Anthony Sessi (Madonna). Sin­
cere Sinclair (Wheeling Park), Jeremy 
Taylor (Oak Glen), Torrence Walker 
(Wheeling Park), Jordan Waterhouse 
(Wheeling Central). 

• • 



Bucs Swept In Denver 

File Photo 
John Marshall sophomore Kadence Pettit is getting 
noticed for her work both at the plate and in the circle, 
as she was named to the AAA all-state squad in the 
utility category. 

Pettit Mashes 
Her Way Onto 
All-State Squad 

AP Photo 
Pfflsburgh eirates starting.pitcher Chad Kuhl works against the,Colorado Rockies in the second inning 
Wednesday in Denver. JM Sophomore Hit .545 

With 10 HR and 32 RBI Gray's 6 Strong Help Rockies Top Pirates, 6-2 
By GRANT 
TRAYLOR 
HD Media 

HUNTINGTON 
Ever since she was a kid, 
St. Albans pitcher Tay­
ven Stephenson has been 
in the spotlight. 

Such is life when you 
commit to the Univer­
sity of Kentucky as a 
12-year-old. 

It takes a special talent 
to consistently meet those 
expectations, but Ste­
phenson exceeded them 
during her sophomore 
campaign with the Red 
Dragons. 

Stephenson, a two-way 
talent as a sophomore, led 
St. Albans to an undefeat­
ed regular season and the 
Class AAA Champion­
ship game. 

For those reasons, Ste­
phenson was named cap-

tain of the 2021 Class 
AAA All-State Softball 
team, as voted on by the 
West Virginia Sports 
Writers Association. 

While Stephenson was 
a notch above the rest 
within the state, she cred­
ited her team - full of se­
niors and veterans - for 
her success in the circle. 

"It's really nice," Ste­
phenson said. "We just 
all have great chemistry 
together, so we just trust­
ed each other all the time 
- offense and defense." 

Stephenson finished 
the season I 9-2 with a 
0.51 earned run average 
and 225 strikeouts in the 
circle while batting .400 
with 10 home runs and 
41 RBIs on the season. 

Please see PETTIT, 
Page 12 

By MICHAEL KELLY 
Associated Press 

DENVER - Jon Gray tossed 
six strong innings in another sol­
id outing for Colorado starters, 
and the Rockies beat the Pitts­
burgh Pirates 6-2 on Wednes­
day. 

Garrett Hampson had four hits 
for the Rockies, who swept the 
three-game series and improved 
to 28-16 at home. Colorado is 
just 6-31 on the road. 

A day after being no-hit by 
German Marquez for eight in­
nings, the Pirates jumped on 
Gray for their first runs of the 
series. Adam Frazier led off the 
game with a triple, scored on a 
sacrifice fly and Bryan Reynolds 
hit his 14th homer for a quick 
2-0 lead. 

Gray (5-6) didn't give up 
another hit before leaving four 
a pinch-hitter in the sixth. He 
walked four - one intention-

al - hit a batter and struck out 
five to continue the strong run of 
outings by Colorado starters. 

The three starters in the series 
combined to allow just two runs 
and six hits over 20 innings. 
Pittsburgh finished with only 
nine hits in the three games. 

CJ. Cron' led off the Colo­
rado fourth with his 11th home 
run. The Rockies scored two 
more in the fifth off Pittsburgh 
starter Chad Kuhl (2-5). 

A combined four hits in the 
sixth against relievers Chris 
Stratton and Sam Howard add­
ed two more runs and Colorado 
tacked on another in the seventh. 

TRAINER'S ROOM 
Pirates: INF Colin Moran was 

out of the lineup for the second 
straight game. He was hit by a 
pitch on the left wrist in Mon­
day's game . ... LHP Steven 
Brault (left lat strain) was slated 
to throw two innings of a simula-

tion game in Bradenton, Florida, 
on Wednesday .... RHP Trevor 
Cahill (left calf strain) has re­
sumed running. 

Rockies: RHP Mychal Givens 
(back) is scheduled to throw in 
rehab games with Triple-A Al­
buquerque on Thursday and Fri­
day .... LHP Kyle Freeland, who 
left Monday's game with a tight 
right hamstring, was throwing 
on the field before the game. 

UP NEXT 
Pirates: RHP Wil Crowe (1-4, 

6.50 ERA) opens a seven-game 
homestand when he faces the 
Milwaukee Brewers on Thurs­
day night. 

Rockies: RHP Antonio Senza­
tela (2-7, 4. 76) talces the mound 
when Colorado faces St. Louis 
in Nolan Arenado's first trip to 
Coors Field since he was trade 
to the Cardinals in the offseason. 

Please see SWEPT, Page 12 

Ohio Coaching Staff (\ VA 
Named For OVAC ~\) 

NCAA Clearing The Way For Athlete 
Compensation As State Laws Loom 

All-Star Contest 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The lnteUigencer 
MARTINS FERRY 

- With the 75th annu­
al OV AC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football Game 
a little more than three 
weeks away, Ohio head 
coach Eric Huck, who 
represents Fort Frye, has 
announced his coaching 
staff. 

Slated to join Huck at 
Bethany College when 
camp for the July 24th 
game opens on July 18, 
will be Josh Seagraves, 
Kevin Welsh, Scott 
Hart, Chad Ross and 
Kyle Huck. 

They also comprise 
Huck's coaching staff 
with the Cadets, who 
are coming off a trip 
to the Division VI 
state semifinals and an 
OV AC Class 3A title in 
2020. 

"These 
g u y s ~-ll!l!Q 

have been 
with me 
for quite 
a while,' 
Huck said. 
"The biggest 
thing is the trust 
I have in them be- Here's 
cause they all know . ~ look at the 
their positions very well Oh10 coaching staff: 
and they coach their ■ ERIC HUCK, 
kids very well." Fort Frye - T~e Ca-

Seagraves works with dets have had quite t~e 
the offensive and de- run of success since this 
fensive lines. Welsh is Fort Frye and Ohio State 
the offensive coordina- University product took 
tor and works with the the reins. 
running backs and safe- Huck completed his 
ties.Hart coaches the 13th season as the head 
inside linebackers and coach by winning his 
offensive line. Ross is second regional champi­
the defensive coordina- onship before falling in 
tor and works with the the state semifinals. 
lines and Kyle Huck is 
with the receivers and 
linebackers. 

■ 

Please see STAFF, 
Page 13 

• 

By SCHUYLER DIXON 
AP Sports Writer 

DALLAS - The NCAA Board of 
Directors approved one of the biggest 
changes in the history of college ath­
letics Wednesday, clearing the way 
for nearly a half-million athletes to 
start earning money based on their 
fame and celebrity without fear of en­
dangering their eligibility or putting 
their school in jeopardy of violating 
amateurism rules that have stood for 
decades. 

The decision, expected for months 
as state after state passed laws in­
tended to render NCAA rules moot 
on the topic, came on the eve of the 
market opening Thursday for athletes 
in a dozen states, including giants like 
Texas and Florida. 

"This is an important day for col­
lege athletes since they all are now 
able to take advantage of name, image 
and likeness opportunities," NCAA 
President Mark Emmert said. 

The decision effectively suspends 
NCAA restrictions on payments to 
athletes for things such as sponsorship 
deals, online endorsements and person­
al appearances. it applies to all three di­
visions or some 460,000 athletes. 

The NCAA will also allow athletes 
to enter into agreements with agents, 
though all athletes are expected to 
keep their school informed of any and 
all NIL arrangements. The NCAA said 
schools are responsible "for determin­
ing whether those activities are con­
sistent with state law." 

The NCAA had hoped to have broad 
NIL rules in place months ago, but that 
process bogged down, as did efforts 
on Capitol Hill to have Congress pass 
a law addressing the issue. Emmert 
said the NCAA will continue to push 
for a federal law to "provide clarity on 
a national level." 

The NCAA was forced to seek a 
temporary solution rather than have 
athletes in some states eligible for 
compensation while others were not. 
More than 10 states have laws set to 
go into effect Thursday that would 
have undercut or simply declared inert 
existing NCAA rules regarding NIL 
earnings. 

Without NCAA action, athletes in 
some states could be making money 
without putting their college eligibili­
ty in jeopardy while their counterparts 
in other states could be in danger of 
breaking NCAA rules. 



AMERICAN LEAGUE 
Wednesday's Games 

Detroit 9, Cleveland 4, 7 innings, 
1st game 
Washington 15, Tampa Bay 6 
Chicago White Sox 13, Minne­
sota 3 
Seattle 9, Toronto 7, 10 innings 
Baltimore 5, Houston 2 
L.A. Angels at N.Y. Yankees, late. 
Kansas City at Boston, late. 
Texas at Oakland. late. 
Detroit at Cleveland, 2nd game, 
late. 

Thursday's Games 
L.A. Angels (Cannmg 5-41 at N.Y 
Yankees (Montgomery 3-21, 1.05 
p.m. 
Seattle (Kikuchi 5-31 at Toronto 
(Ryu 7·41, 1:07 p.m. 
Kansas City (Bubic 2-3) at Boston 
!Eovaldi 8-4), 1:10 p.m. 
Minnesota (Berrios 7-2) at 
Chicago White So>< [Roden 6-3), 
2:10 p.m. 
Texas (Dunning 3-6) at Oakland 
CManaea 6-4). 3:37 p.m. 
Houston (Valdez 4-1) at Cleve­
land (Mejia 1-2), 7:10 p.m. 

ALL-STATE 

BASEBALL 
Class AAA 
First team 

P - Ismael Borrero, Hurricane, 
Jr, 

P - Quincy Tho rnton, Morgan­
town, Sr, 

P - R ley Vadasz, Jefferson, 
Sr 

P - Logan Lingenfelter, Cabel 
Midland. Sr 

C - Trent Short, St. Albans, Sr. 
IF - Cu len Horowitz, Jeffer 

son. Sr. 
IF - Ryan Goff, Bridgeport, Sr. 
IF - Drew Whitman, St. Al-

bans, Sr. 
IF - Cam Cole, Bridgeport, Jr. 
IF - Zac Rose, Jefferson, Sr. 
OF - Nate Paulsen, Bridge-

port, Sr. (captain) 
OF - Ethan Spolarich, Hurri­

cane, Jr. 
• OF - Blake Hartman, Mussel ­
man, Sr. 

UTIL - Joel Gardner, Hurri­
cane, Sr. 

UT L - Braden Shepherd, 
Huntington, Jr. 

UTIL - Michael B1ttmger, 
Wheeling Park, Jr. 

UTIL - Tyson Burke, St. Al· 
bans, Sr. 

UTIL - Grant Hussey, Parkers­
burg South. Sr. 

Second team 
P - Carter Williams, Hunting­

ton. Sr. 
P - Branson McCloud, Spring 

Valley, So. 
P - Evan W Ison, Capital, Fr. 
P - Bradley Lokan!, Oak Hill, 

Sr 
C - Noah Hanna, Greenbrier 

East, Sr. 

Sr. 
IF Kyle West. Hedgesville, 

IF - Trace Adkins, Lincoln 
County, Sr. 

IF - Bryson Rigney, Hurricane. 
Jr, (captain! 

IF Ben McPeek, Parkersburg 
South. Sr. 

IF - Aaron Forbes, University, 
Jr 

OF - Austin Ho ley. Cabell 
Mid and, Sr. 

OF A1den Paulsen, Bridge-
port, Jr, 

OF - James Salvatori, Wheel• 
ing Park, Sr. 

OF - Jordan Mize, Greenbrier 
East, Sr, 

UTIL - Ben McDougal, Bridge­
port. Jr. 

UTIL - Isaac McCalhster, 
George Wash1ng1on, Jr. 

UTIL - Zach Calif Boring, 
Buckhannon-Upshur, So. 

UTIL - Joel Wise. John Mar• 
shall, Sr. 

Honorable mention 
Connor Bailey, Jefferson; Gabe 

Bates, Lincoln County; Darris Bo­
swell, Greenbrier East; Thomas 
Budka, Hedgesville; Grant Co­
chran, Princeton; Oustir, Corley, 
Parkersburg South; Trent Dearth, 
Huntington; Caden Delauter, 
Hedgesville; Drew Elkms, Cabell 
Midland; Ty Galusky, Morgan• 
town; Chris Harbert, Bridgeport; 
Drew Hogue, Bridgeport; Alex Hol• 
bert, Parkersburg; Grant Landis, 
Hampshire; Wes Landis, Hamp­
shire, Justin Le1;19, Huntington; 
Logan Link, Washington: JD Love, 
Bridgeport; Austin Mann, Bridge­
port; Jacob Miller, Musselman; 
Cameron Moore, Washington; Ty 
Ne son, Oak Hill; Grant Stratton, 
Spring Valley; Cory Sweeney, 
Cabell Midland; Caleb Thomas, 
Greenbrier East; Cooper Vaught, 
Woodrow Wilson; Frank Why, 
Bridgeport; Zane Wolfe, Oak Hill 

TRANSACTIONS 
American League 

BAL TIM ORE ORIOLES -
Selected the contract of R HP 
Spenser Watkins from Norfolk 
(Triple-A East). Recalled RHP Isaac 
Mattson from Norfolk. Optioned 
LHP Alexander Wells to Norfolk. 
Designated INF Stevie Wilkerson 
for assignment. Placed RHP Trav·s 
Lakins Sr. on the 10-day IL. 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX 
Placed LHP Aaron Bummer on 
the 10-day IL, retroactive to June 
28. Placed RHP Evan Marshall on 
the 10-day IL. Recalled LHP Jace 
Fry from Charlotte (Triple-A East). 
Reinstated RHP Michael Kopech 
from the 10-day IL. 

DETROIT TIGERS - Recalled 
CF Derek Hill from Toledo (Tri 
pie-A East). 

CLEVELAND INDIANS -
Recalled 28 Owen Miller from 
Columbus (Triple-A East). 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Wednesday.'.s Games 

St. Louis 7, Arizona 4 
Milwaukee 15, Chicago Cubs 7 
Colorado 6, Pittsburgh 2 
Washington 15, Tampa Bay 6 
San Diego 7. Cincinnati 5, 6 
Innings 
Atlanta 20, N.Y. Mets 2 
Miami 11, Philadelphia 6 

Thursday's Games 
Miami (Lopez 4-4) at Philadelphia 
(Eflin 2-6), 6:05 p.m, 
L.A. Dodgers (Gonsolin 0-0l at 
Washington [Corbin 5-6), 7:05 
pm. 
Milwaukee (Burnes 3•4} at Pitts­
burgh (Crowe 1-4), 7:05 p.m. 
San Diego (Weathers 3-2) at Cin­
cinnati (Castillo 3-101, 7:10 p.m. 
N.Y. Mets (deGrom 7-2) at Atlan­
ta (Anderson 5-4), 7:20 p.m. 
St. Louis (Wainwright 6-5) at Col­
orado (Senzatela 2-71, 8:40 p.m. 
San Francisco (Cueto 6-3) at 
Arizona (Ke ly 4-7), 9 40 p.m. 

ALL-STATE 

SOFTBALL 
Class AAA 
First team 

P - Tayven Stephenson, St. Al­
bans, so. (captain) 

P Maddy Ruffner. Washing-
ton, so. 

P - Kendal Stoffe , St. Albans, 
Sr. 

P • Autumn Stemple, Univer• 
sity, jr. 

IF - Rielly Lucas, Cabell Mid• 
land, sr. 

IF - Alivia Meeks, Hurricane, Jr. 
F - Paige Adams, Parkersburg 

South, sr. 
IF - Haleigh Adkins, Lincoln 

County, so. 
IF - Bnttany Cenate, Washing• 

ton, Jr. 
OF - Taylor Graham, Greenbri­

er East, sr. 
OF - Jenna Christopher, Spring 

Valley, jr. • 
C - Emily Allen, .ParlcenJburg, 

sr. 
C J1l1 1an Ho'ley. St. All.I ans, sr. 
C - Olivia Pelfrey, Cabell Mid 

land, sr. 
UTIL - Kadence Pettit, John 

Marshall. so. 
UTIL - Josie Bird, Lincoln 

County, fr. 
UTIL- Shelby McDaniels, Buck­

hannon-Upshur, jr. 
UTIL - Jessica Terry, Cabell 

Midland, jr. 
Second team 

P - Chloe Shinn, Ripley, sr. 
(captain) 

P - Hope Sizemore, South 
Charleston, so. 

P - Ana Jimenez, George 
Washington, jr. 

sr. 
P Grace Haines, Morgantown, 

F- Emma Pauley, Riverside, Jr. 
F Alaina Wilson, Capital, sr. 

JF - Kassidy Trimble, Parkers­
burg South, jr. 

IF - Robin Ball, Buckhan• 
non Upshur, jr 

IF Cassidy Cummings, Ripley, 
so .. 

OF - Caelin Marcum. Hunting­
ton, jr. 

OF - Hallie Dinklocker, South 
Charleston, jr. 

OF - Bailey Gilbert, St. Albans, 
sr. 

C - Grace Wash. Ripley, sr. 
UTI L - Breon na Marietta, Mor­

gantown, jr. 
UTIL Jenna Dorsey, Cabell 

Midland. jr, 
UTIL - Genev,eve Potter, South 

Charleston. sr. 
UTlL Gracie Payne, St. Al· 

bans, sr 
UTtL - Tessa Wise, John Mar­

shall, sr. 
Honorable mention 

Kylee Pelkey, Oak Hill; Natalie 
Fout, Lincoln County; Mahalie 
Moser, Morgnatown; Lindsey 
Vorndran, University; Josi Ervin, 
Greenbrier East; Amillia Howard, 
Huntington; Haley Byers, Oak 
Hill; Emma Phares, Morgnatown; 
Kisten Roberts, Parkersburg; 
Camdyn Noland, Washington: 

WIMBLEDON 
Wednesday 

Men's Singles 
First Round 

Matteo Berrettini m, Italy, def. 
Guido Pella, Argentina, 6-4, 3-6. 
6-4, 6-0. 

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. 
Asian Karatsev {20). Russia, 7,6 
(4), 7-6 (6), 6-3. 

Yoshihito Nishioka, Japan, def. 
John Isner (28), United States, 7•6 
(5), 2 6. 6-3. 6-7 (31, 6-4 

Sam Ouerrey, United States. 
def. Pablo Carreno Busta n H. 
Spain, 7-6 (St 6-4, 7-5. 

Jordan Thompson, Australia, 
def. Casper Ruud (12), Norway, 
7-6 (61. 7-6 (3), 2 6, 2 6, 6-2. 

Lorenzo Sonego (23), Italy, def. 
Pedro Sousa, Portugal, 6-2, 7-5, 
6-0. 

Grigor D'mitrov (18). Bulgar a, 
def. Fernando Verdasco, Spain. 
3-6, 6-3, 6-4, 6-4. 

Feli>< Auger•Aliass1me 1161, Can­
ada, def. Thiago Monteiro, Brazil, 
6-3, 6-3, 6-3. 

Taylor Fritz (31), United States, 
def. Brandon Nakashima, United 
States, 7-5, 3-6, 6-4, 7-5. 

Men's Singles 
Second Round 

Denos Shapovalov (10), Can­
ada, def. Pablo Andujar, Spain, 
walkover. 

Novak D1okovic (1j, Serbia, def. 
Kevin Anderson, South Africa, 
6-3, 6-3, 6,3 

Daniel Evans (22), Britain, def. 
Dusan La1ovic, Serbia, 6 3, 6-3, 
6 4. 

Karen Khachanov 125), Russia, 
def. Egor Gerasimov, Belarus, 6•1, 
7 6 L3), 6-3. 

Fabio Fognini (26), Italy, def. 
Laslo Djere, Serbia, 6-3, 6-4, 0-6, 
6-4. 

Andrey Rublev (5), Russia, def. 
Lloyd Harris, South Africa, 6-1, 
6-2. 7-5. 

Diego Schwartzman (91, Argen• 
ti na, def. Liam Broady, Britain, 
4-6, 6-2, 6-1, 6-4. 

Andy-Murray. Britain,.def. 
Osca(Otte, Germany, 6-3, 4-6, 
4-6, 6-4, g,.2_ 

Women's Singles 
First Round 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova (16), 
Russia, def. Ana Bogdan, Roma· 
nia, 6-2, 6-2. 

Karolina Muchova 09), Czech 
Republic, def. Zhang Shuai, Chi­
na, 6-3, 6-3. 

Alize Cornet, France, def. Bianca 
Andreescu (5), Canada, 6-2, 6-1. 

Paula Badosa (301, Spain, def. 
Aliona Bolsova Zadosnov, Spain, 
6-2, 5-7, 6·2. 

Elina Sv1tolina 131, Ukraine, def. 
Alison van Uytvanck, Belgium, 
6-3, 2-6, 6-3. 

Marketa Vondrousova, Czech 
Republic, def. Anett Kontave t 
124), Estonia, 2-6, 6-4, 6-2. 

Dana Kasatkina (31), Russia, 
def. Patricia Maria Tig, Romania, 
6-0, 3-6, 6-3. 

Victoria Azarenka ( 12), Belarus, 
def. Kateryna Kozlova, Ukraine, 
6·1, 6-3. 

Kaja Juvan, Slovenia, def 
Belinda Bencic (91, Switzerland, 
6-3, 6-3. 

Women's Singlff 
Second Round 

Elise Mertens 1131. Belgium, 
def. Zhu Lin, China, 6-2, 6-0. 

Aryna Sabalenka [2). Belarus, 
def. Katie Boulter, Britain, 4-6, 
6-3, 6-3. 

Elena Rybak1na (18), Kazakh­
stan, def. Claire Liu, United 
States, 6-4, 6-4. 

lga Swiatek (7), Poland, def 
Vera Zvooareva, Russia, 6-1, 6-3. 

Garbine Muguruza ( 11 ), Spain, 
def. Lesley Pattonama Kerkhove, 
Netherlands, 6-1, 6-4. 

Madison Brengle, United 
States, def. Sofia Kenin (4), United 
States, 6-2, 6-4. 

Maria Camila Osorio Serrano, 
Colombia, def. Ekaterina Alexan 
drova (32), Russia, 7,5, 6-2. 

Liudmila Samsonova. Russia, 
def. Jessica Pegula (22), United 
States, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3. 

Madison Keys (231, United 
States, def. Lauren Davis, United 
States, 6-1, 6-4. 

Karolina Pliskova (8), Czech Re­
public, def. Donna Vekic. Croatia, 
6-2, 6-2. 

Ons Jabeur (21), Tunisia, def. 
Venus Williams, United States, 
7-5, 6-0. 

Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, 
def. Petra Martic (26), Croatia, 7-5, 
6-7 (7), 6-3. 

Lindsey Black, Greenbrier East; 
Jayla Bias-Smith. Huntington; 
Maleaha Misch, Brooke; Avery 
Conner, Hedgesville; Larie Lewis, 
Jefferson; Kyla Tharp, Wheeling 
Park; Dori Kins. John Marshall; 
Lex Foresha, Brooke; Angela Lip· 
pol , Brooke; Annabelle Honaker, 
Greenbrier East; Summer Man­
gold, Hampshire; Kiana Bagnell, 
Musselman; Maci Cook. Bridge-
port; Rachel Mason, Bridgeport. I NHL PLAYOFFS 

NBA PLAYOFFS I ..__ __ (B_':_t~o-Lf~7-) _ ____. 

CONFERENCE FINALS 
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary) 

Sunday, June 20 
Phoenix 120, L.A. Clippers 1 l4 

Tuesday, June 22 
Phoenix 104, L.A. Clippers 103 

Wednesday,June23 
Atlanta 116, Milwaukee 113 

Thursday, June 24 
L.A. Clippers 106, Phoenix 92 

Friday, June, 25 
Milwaukee 125, Atlanta 91 

Saturday, June 26 
Phoenix 84, L.A. Clippers 80 

Sunday, June 27 
Milwaukee 113, Atlanta 102 

Monday, June 28 
L.A. Clippers 116, Phoenix 102 

Tuesday, June 29 
Atlanta 110, Milwaukee 88, 

series tied 2 2 
Wednesday, June 30 

Phoenix 130, L.A. Clippers 103, 
Phoenix wins series 4,2 

Thursday, July 1 
Atlanta at Milwaukee, 8:30 p.m. 

Saturday, July 3 
Milwaukee at Atlanta, 8:30 p.m. 

Monday, July 5 
x-Atlanta at Milwaukee, 8:30 

p.m. 

• 

lx•if necessary) 
Monday, June 28 

Tampa Bay 5, Montreal 1 
Wednesday, June 30 

Tampa Bay 3, Montreal 1, Tampa 
Bay leads series 2-0 

Friday, July 2 
Tampa Bay at Montreal, 8 p.m. 

Monday, July 5 
Tampa Bay at Montreal, 8 p.m. 

Wednesday, July 7 
x-Montreal at Tampa Bay, TBA 

Friday, July 9 
x-Tampa Bay at Montreal, TBA 

Sunday, July 11 
x-Montreal at Tampa Bay, TBA 

AREA NOTE 
St. Johns Central 

Academy Basketball Camp 
St. Johns Central will be host 

ing a basketball camp every Satur 
day in July from 9 a.m. to noon for 
boys and girls ages 10-17. 

The registration fee s 25 dol­
lars per person for all five Satur• 
days. Call Banyas al 7 40-827-8688 
or via email at r.banyas@sjcacad­
emy.net. 

• 

........ - ....... _.... ..., .J •j .... 0 --~ 

playoff career high of 41 
- the same amount Paul 
George had in pushing the 
Clippers to a road win in 
Game 5. 

The Suns last made 
NBA Finals in 1993, 

ics in six games. 
Things got chippy in the 

fourth. Going into a time­
out with 5:48 remaining. 
Paul stared at Patrick 
Beverley as he walked by. 
Beverley turned around 

points and nine ~rebounds 
coming off his career 
playoff high that staved 
off elimination I on the 
road and brought his team 
back home for another 
chance. 

Tampa Grabs 2-0 Lead Over Montreal 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) -

The Montreal Canadiens 
were better and still not 
good enough to beat the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Carey Price allowed 
a pair of second-period 
goals, and despite out­
shooting the defending 
champions by a wide 
margin the Canadiens 
were unable to generate 
enough offense to win 
Game 2 of the Stanley 
Cup Final on Wednesday 
night. 

The 3-1 defeat dropped 
the Canadiens into a 2-0 
series hole, with the ac­
tion shifting to Montreal 
for Games 3 and 4. 

The Canadiens played 
well for long stretch­
es in front of Price, who 
stopped 20 of 23 shots af­
ter yielding five goals in a 
lopsided loss in Game 1. 

The Canadiens noneth­
less. have reason to be 
encouraged after limiting 

scoring opportunities for 
Lightning stars Nikita 
Kucherov, Brayden Point 
and Steven Stamkos, 
who combined for seven 
points in the series opener 
but none in Game 2. 

Instead, Anthony Cire­
lli, Blake Coleman and 
Ondrej Palat had goals 
for Tampa Bay, which is 
much deeper offensively 
than any of the teams the 
Canadiens shut down en 
route to their first Stanlev 
Cup Final appearance in 
28 years. 

Turnovers led to two 
Lightning goals, with 
center Phillip Danault's 
miscue leading to Cole­
man's goal with less than 
a second remaining in the 
second period. Defensem• 
an Joel Edmundson' s soft 
backhand pass behind the 
net gave Palat a chance to 
seal the victory late in the 
third. 

Montreal did a good job 

of containing Vegas Gold­
en Knights leadmg scor­
ers Mark Stone and Max 
Pacioretty in the semifi­
nals. The also slowed To­
ronto's Auston Matthews 
and Mitch Mamer in the 
first round and Winni­
peg·s Kyle Connor and 
Nikolaj Ehlers in the sec­
ond round. 

The same recipe didn't 
work against Tampa Bay 
in Game I , but the Can­
adiens found their defen­
sive rhythm this time, dis­
rupting passes, winning 
battles on the boards and 
playing a far more aggres­
sive game. 

Kucherov. the playoff 
scoring leader, was held 
to three shots on goal -
none after the first peri­
od. Point. the postseason 
goal~ leader, only got off 
one shot. Stamkos, who 
has eight playoff goals 
this year, was also limited 
to one shot. 

Mississippi State Wins First National Title 
OMAHA, Neb. (AP) 

- Mississippi State's 
first national champi­
onship had been build­
ing since 1985, when 
"Thunder and Lightning" 
- Will Clark and Rafa­
el Palmeiro - were the 
stars on what's known as 
the best team to not win a 
College World Series. 

The 2021 Bulldogs got 
the job done. Finally. 

Will Bednar and 
Landon Sims combined 
on a one-hitter, the Bull­
dogs scored early and 
built on their lead, and 

STAFF 

at the end they were in a 
dogpile celebrating a 9-0 
victory over Vanderbilt in 
the deciding third game of 
the College World Series 
finals Wednesday night. 

There to see it was Ron 
Polk, the godfather of 
Mississippi State baseball 
and the coach of that • 8 5 
team. 

"Coach Polk is the one 
who built this and started 
it," coach Chris Lemonis 
said. "We run out there 
and play in front of the 
big crowds, but Polk was 
a big reason why, and our 

(Continued from Page 11) 

fonner players, too. This 
is a lot of years in the 
making, and a lot of fun. 
And I know our fans will 
enjoy this.·· 

Oh, they en joyed it. It 
seemed the whole town of 
Starkville. Mississippi, was 
at TD Ameritrade Park -
loud and proud - for all 
three games of the finals. 

When third baseman 
Kamren James threw to 
first for the final out, the 
Bulldogs' dugout emp­
tied and about l 00 fans 
jumped out of the stands 
to celebrate. The players 

The Cadets finished an undefeated senting Barnesville. He then attended 
regular season for the third straight sea- Bethany College and Ohio University. 
son and fifth time under Huck's watch. Kevin and his his wife. Terri, have 

Huck's teams have won the last three four sons - Patrick, Kial, Chase and 
OV AC Class 3A titles, won five Pio- Collin. 
neer Valley Conference crowns and a SCOTT HART, Fort Frye - This 
regional title in 2018. long-time assistant has been a key mem-

His fine seasons haven't gone unno- ber of the Cadets staff basically during 
ticed. He was named OV AC Coach of Huck's entire tenure. 
the Year in 201 9 and three times earned Hart graduated from Fort Frye and 
PVC Coach of the Year. Ohio State University. 

Along with football, Huck has coach- Scott and his wife. Linda. have three 
ing experience in basketball and base- children, Natalie, Kate and Dylan, who 
ball. is a member of the Ohio All-Star roster. 

Eric and his wife, Joel, have four CHAD ROSS, Fort Frye - One of 
children, Brendan, Lexie, Camryn and the more tenured coaches on the staff, 
Jantzyn. Ross has 22 year, of coaching experi-

JOSH SEAGRAVES, Fort Frye - ence. 
This Cadet assistant has been working Of those years. the last six have come 
with Huck for the last four seasons and with the Cadets. He· s also spent times at 
owns seven seasons of football coach- his alma mater. Crooksville, Waterford 
ing experience. and Parkersburg. 

Seagraves also coaches wrestling. Along with his football duties. Ross 
Seagraves is a graduate of Tri-County is also a member of the Fort Frye girls 

North High School and Lee University. basketball staff and has previously 
Josh and his wife, Rebecca, have two worked with the boys basketball and 

children - Enoch and Bristol. track teams. 
KEVIN WELSH, Fort Frye - This After high school. Ross attended 

long-time assistant coach has spent the Marietta College and completed his 
last three seasons working with the Ca- post-graduate degree at Muskingum. 
dets. Chad and his wife, Krista, have three 

All told, Welsh has 41 years of foot- children - Karlee. Khloee and Braxton. 
ball coaching experience, including 34 KYLE HUCK, Fort Frye - This 
as an assistant. He's made coaching Cadets assistant has been involved at 
stops at Barnesville, Caldwell, Frontier, his alma mater for 13 years and has has 
Shenandoah, Warren, Reedsville East- five years of experience as an assistant 
em, River, Parkersburg and Marietta coach. 
College. Huck, who graduated from Mar-

Along with football, Welsh also has ietta College. has been a part of three 
coaching experience in basketball, OV AC, PVC and two regional titles as 
baseball and track. well as four undefeated regular seasons. 

Welsh was a player in the 197 3 Kyle and his wife. Kristin. have two 
OV AC All-Star Football Game, repre- children - Colin and Mya. 
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Huck announces Ohio staff for OVAC game By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

With the 7 5th annual OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game a little 
more than three weeks away, Ohio head 
coach Eric Huck, who represents Fort 
Frye, has announced his coaching staff. 

Slated to join Huck at Bethany Col­
lege when camp for the July 24th game 
opens on July 18, will be Josh Sea­
graves, Kevin Welsh, Scott Hart, Chad 
Ross and Kyle Huck. 

They also comprise Huck's coaching 
staff with the Cadets, who are coming 
off a trip to the Division VI state semi­
finals and an OVAC Class 3A title in 
2020. 

"These guys have been with me for 

Suns set 
Clippers 
to reach 
finals 

LOS ANGELES (AP) 
Chris Paul led the Phoenix 
Suns into their first NBA Fi­
nals in 28 years, beating the 
Los Angeles Clippers 130-
103 on Wednesday night to 
close out the Western Con­
ference finals in six games. 

Paul scored 41 points and 
Devin Booker added 22 to 
send the Suns to their third 
finals appearance in fran­
chise history. They will face 
either the Atlanta Hawks or 
Milwaukee Bucks, who are 
tied 2-2 in the East finals. 

quite a while," Huck said. 
"The biggest thing is the 
trust I have in them be­
cause they all know their 
positions very well and 
they coach their kids very 
well." 

Seagraves works with 
the offensive and defen­
sive lines. Welsh is the 
offensive coordinator and 
works with the running 
backs and safeties.Hart coaches the 
inside linebackers and offensive line. 
Ross is the defensive coordinator and 
works with the lines and Kyle Huck is 
with the receivers and linebackers. 

Here's a capsule look at the Ohio 
coaching staff: 

ERIC HUCK, Fort 
Frye - The Cadets have 
had quite the run of suc­
cess since this Fort Frye 
and Ohio State University 
product took the reins. 

Huck completed his 
13th season as the head 
coach by winning his 
second regional champi­
onship before falling in 
the state semifinals. The 

Cadets finished an undefeated regular 
season for the third straight season and 
fifth time under Huck's watch. 

Huck's teams have won the last three 
OVAC Class 3A titles, won five Pio­
neer Valley Conference crowns and a regional title in 20 I 8. 

His fine seasons haven't gone unno­
ticed. He was named OV AC Coach of 
the Year in 2019 and three times earned 
PVC Coach of the Year. 

Along with football, Huck has coach­
ing experience in basketball and base­
ball. 

Eric and his wife, Joel. have four 
children, Brendan, Lexie, Camryn and 
Jantzyn. 

JOSH SEAGRAVES, Fort .Frye -
This Cadet assistant has been working 
with Huck for the last four seasons and 
owns seven seasons of football coach­
ing experience. 

Seagraves also coaches wrestling. 
Seagraves is a graduate of Tri-County 

North High School and Lee University. 
See, OVAC, Page 82 

Lightning 
bolt to 2-0 
Cup lead 

TAMPA. Fla. (AP) 
Just when the Montreal Can­
adiens found another gear to 
show they can hang with the 
defending champion Tampa 
Bay Lightning in the Stanley 
Cup Final, Blake Coleman 
singlehandedly kept the se­
ries from being tied. 

Coleman scored a one­
armed, diving buzzer-beater 
and goaltender Andrei Vasi­
levskiy was the best player 
on the ice in making a play­
off career-high 42 saves to 
put the Lightning up two 
games to none in the final 
with a 3-1 victory Wednes 
day night. Paul reached the NBA Fi­

nals for the first time in his 
16-year career on the same 
Staples Center court where 
he helped bring the Clippers 
to respectability over six sea­
sons that ended in 20 I 7. The 
36-year-old guard punished 
his old team by tying his 
playoff career high of 41 -
the same amount Paul George 
had in pushing the Clippers to 
a road win in Game 5. 

4.-,,,,, _ __ _ 

The Canadiens outshot 
the Lightning 43-23 and 
dominated long stretches of 
play, but they head home for 
Games 3 and 4 in Montreal 
needing to win at least one 
to avoid being swept by an 
opponent that can win many 
different ways. 

The Suns last made NBA 
Finals in 199 3, when they 
were led by Charles Barkley 
and lost to Michael Jordan 
and the Chicago Bulls in six 
games. 

Their only other finals ap­
pearance was in 1976, a loss 
to the Boston Celtics in six 
games. 

Things got chippy in the 
fourth. Going into a timeout 
with 5:48 remaining, Paul 
stared at Patrick Beverley 
as he walked by. Beverley 
turned around and shoved 
Paul hard in the back, send­
ing him to the floor. Bever­
ley was ejected. 

Marcus Morris led the Clip­
pers with 26 points despite 
playing with a sore knee. 
George had 21 points and 
nine rebounds coming off his 
career playoff high that staved 
off elimination on the road 
and brought his team back 
home for another chance. 

AP Photo COLORADO ROCKIES shortstop Brendan Rodgers, left, fields the throw as Pittsburgh Pirates' Ke'Bryan Hayes steals second base in the third inning of a game Wednesday, in Denver. 

Rockie go of things 
for Pirates in Denver 
• Colorado completes three-game sweep of Pittsburgh DENVER (AP) - Jon Gray tossed six strong innings in another solid outing for Colorado starters, and the Rockies beat the Pittsburgh Pi­rates 6-2 on Wednesday. 

Garrett Hampson had four hits for the Rock­ies, who swept the three-game series and im­proved to 28-16 at home. Colorado is just 6-31 on the road. 
A day after being no-hit by Gennan Marquez for eight innings, the Pirates jumped on Gray for their first runs of the series. Adam Frazier led off the game with a triple, scored on a sacrifice fly and Bryan Reynolds hit his 14th homer for a quick 2-0 lead. 
"I saw the first two pitches and then sold out for the heater," Reynolds said. 
Gray (5-6) didn't give up another hit be­fore leaving four a pinch-hitter in the sixth. He walked four - one intentional - hit a batter and struck out five to continue the strong run of outings by Colorado starters. 
"A start like this is the ones I appreciate the most," Gray said. 

"You can be down three or four runs early on and you stretch it out to six innings, seven in­nings sometimes, our offense has a chance to catch up." 
Gray needed 2 7 pitches to get through the third and worked around traffic in the fourth and fifth innings. He finished with 95 pitches, 5 2 for strikes. 
"It says a little something about Jon' s compet­itiveness, his ability to make pitches in certain parts of the game," manager Bud Black said. "We've seen him sharper but he battled through it. Jon deserved the 'W' in this one because he battled hard." 
The three starters in the series combined to allow just two runs and six hits over 20 innings. Pittsburgh finished with only nine hits in the three games. 
"We came into this series swinging the bats pretty well in St. Louis and did not swing the bats well this series at all," Pirates manager Der­ek Shelton said. 

See, PIRATES, Page 82 

It was more Montreal's 
style of play to give up a ton 
of shots, rely on goalie Car­
ey Price to bail them out and 
buckle down with any kind 
of lead. Days after coach 
Jon Cooper said, "Part of 
our success has been trying 
not to rely on Vasilevskiy," 
they did just that in Game 2 
of the final, and it worked. 

Chants of "Va-sy! Va­
sy!" from the crowd of over 
18,000 echoed through 
Amalie Arena after the Vez­
ina Trophy runner-up made 
one difficult save after an­
other and finished with a . 
No player got a bigger roar 
during pregame introduc­
tions, and he was the focus 
all night with the Canadiens 
flinging the puck at him 
from all angles in a much 
better perfonnance than the 
series opener. 

But the Lightning showed 
again why they're the 
champs and favorites to re­
peat by taking blow after 
blow and responding. Miss­
ing fourth-leading scorer 

See, CUP, Page 82 

Kyrgios 'not bad for a part-time player' WIMBLEDON, England (AP) his girlfriend at the tournament's 4-6. 6-4, 6-2. "But considerin2 - Nick Kvre:ios was hack on fhP "huhhlP" h~tnl 
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Olympic contention with the loss. 
VICTORIA, CANADA 

BRACKET 

the South Koreans 29-16 in the fi­
nal 11 minutes. 

Ugnjen Uobnc added I 6 tor the 
winners. 

Ul UUV1UUS Vi1lll, H:1..111-

pa Bay managed to beat 
Price three times on goals 
by Anthony Cirelli, Cole­
man and Ondrej Palat de­
spite a major shot discrep­
ancy. 

Ll~llllUU~ 11 MJl.lll 1'11Ul Ul 

the night. 

CANADA 109, CHINA 79 
Andrew Wiggins scored 20 

Heissler Guillent led Venezuela 
with 17 points, while Pedro Chour­
lo and Michael Carrera each had 

Kakou Ange Franck Williams 
Kouame led the Philippines with 
17 points. 

When Palat scored to 
make it 3-1 with ,4: 18 left 
on the Lightning's 21st 
shot fans jeered, "Ca­
rey! Carey!" at Price, and 
the Lightning improved 
to 13-2 this postseason 
when leading at the sec­
ond intennission. 

Giannis 
doubtful 
for Gm. 5 
tonight 

MILWAUKEE (AP) 
Milwaukee Bucks 

forward Giannis Ante­
tokounmpo is doubtful 
for Game 5 of the Eastern 
Conference finals tonight 
after undergoing an MRI 
on his injured left knee. 

Bucks officials said the 
two-time MVP hyperex­
tended his left knee in the 
third quarter of a 110-88 
game 4 loss to the Atlanta 
Hawks on Tuesday night. 
The Bucks announced 
Wednesday that an MRI 
confirmed that diagnosis 
and said he'd be listed as 
doubtful for tonight's game. 

"We'll just take it day 
by day and see how he's 
doing," Bucks coach 
Mike Budenholzer said. 

"When you talk about 
the range of possibilities, 
I think where this has 
landed has to be looked 
at as a positive," Buden­
holzer added. "It's still a 
really difficult fall." 

Antetokounmpo was 
attempting to block a 
dunk attempt by Atlan­
ta's Clint Capela when 
he landed awkwardly. He 
clutched his knee in ob­
vious pain and remained 
down for several minutes 
before walking slowly to 
the locker room. 

He briefly went back 
to the Bucks' bench and 
then returned to the lock­
er room shortly afterward. 

The Bucks and Hawks 
are tied at two games 
apiece in the Eastern 
Conference finals head­
ing into Game 5 tonight 
in Milwaukee. 

Antetokounmpo has 
been averaging 28.2 
points, 12. 7 rebounds and 
5.2 assists in the post­
season. Milwaukee went 
6-5 in the 11 regular-sea­
son games Antetokoun­
mpo missed, including 
a stretch of six straight 
games in April when he 
also was dealing with an 
injured left knee. 
---------
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Better baseball players have 
less chance at Olympic gold 

Holtz, already without 
Baltimore pitcher Dean 

-------- Kremer, was hoping to 
While most Olympic get Lavamway back be­

events are a competition cause his team's open­
among the best, the bet- er against the United 
ter you are in baseball, States on July 30. 
the less of a chance you Host Japan is favored 
have of playing for gold. to win. The Central and 

By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 

Major League Base- Pacific leagues are stop­
ball refused to allow ping their seasons be­
players on 40-man ros- tween July 14 and Aug. 
ters to participate in the 13 for the Olympic 
six-nation Olympic tour- tournament, which runs 
nament, and many top from July 28 to Aug. 7. 
prospects who techni- While Japan is miss­
cally are eligible are dis- ing major leaguers, in­
couraged by their clubs, eluding Los Angeles 
who don't want to risk Angels two-way sensa­
injury and prefer they re- tion Shohei Ohtani, San 
main available if needed Diego right-hander Yu 
by big league teams. Darvish and Minneso-

Rosters for the Olym- ta right-hander Kenta 
pies remain in flux. Is- Maeda, it has far more 
rael lost catcher Ryan top-level players than 
Lavarnway when the the other five nations. 
Indians brought him up Masabiro Tanaka, 
from Triple-A Colum- back in Japan with the 
bus in late June after Tohoku Rakuten Gold­
Austin Hedges went on en Eagles after seven 
the concussion injured seasons with the New 
list. Israel manager Eric York Yankees, is the 

only holdover from the 
2008 Japan team that 
lost to the U.S. 8-4 in 
the bronze medal game. 

Right-hander To-
moyuki Sugano, Uie 
reigning Central League 
MVP, heads a pitching 
staff that includes cur­
rent Rookies of the Year 
Masato Morishita and 
Kaima Taira. 

US ROSTER 
The U.S. expected to 

announce its roster July 
2, and American manager 
Mike Scioscia anticipated 
changes from the group 
that earned the berth at the 
Americas qualifier on June 
5, That team had just one 
holdover from ~ players 
who failed to qualify at the 
Premier 12 tournament in 
November 2019: pitcher 
Brandon Dickson. 

Todd Frazier, a 
35-year-old infielder 
released by Pittsburgh 
on May 13 was 4 for 4 
with a solo homer and 
RBI double in the win. 

Coleman's goal made 
all of that a moot point. 
With the clock running 
down at the end of the 
second, Barclay Good­
row put the puck around 
Montreal defenseman 
Ben Chiarot and sent the 
puck over on a rush to 
Coleman, who fought 
off Phillip Danault to bat 
the puck past Price and 
put the Lightning up 2-1 
at the end of one of their 
worst periods of the play­
offs. 

Turnovers, lost puck 
battles and other mistakes 
added up - but not to 
a loss for the Lightning 
because of the dominant 
play of Vasilevskiy, who 
was perfect except for 
another fluky bounce 
goal when Nick Suzuki's 
shot pinballed in midway 
through the second. 

Suzuki tied it for Mon­
treal after Anthony Cirelli 
put the Lightning on the 

Continued from Page B1 

JOSEPHIN 
Mathieu Joseph re­

placed Killorn in Tam­
pa Bay's lineup, skating 
6:23 in his first game 
since May 20. That was 
back in the first round 
when the Lightning beat 
the cross-state rival Flor­
ida Panthers. 

BATTERED 
CANADIENS 

The Lightning were 
not the only team on the 
ice to have some attrition 
of injuries add up. After 
getting key penalty killer 
Joel Armia back for Game 
2, the Canadiens were 
without forward Arttu­
ri Lehkonen for much of 
the second after he went 
into the boards hard on a 
hit from Sergachev. Le­
hkonen returned for the 
third period. 

C.J. Cron led off the Colorado fourth with his 11th 
home run. The Rockies scored two more in the fifth 
off Pittsburgh starter Chad Kuhl (2-5). 

A combined four hits in the sixth against relievers 
_,. • _____________________ Chris Stratton and Sam Howard added two more runs 

• "YfQIOS and Colorado tacked on another in the seventh. 
Continued from Page B1 TRAINER'S ROOM 

overall and is now 16-0 in Grand years old .... I'm going to serve big and Pirates: INF Colin Moran was out of the lineup for 
Slam matches in 202 I. ''But I'm very play big and just compete." the second straight game. He was hit by a pitch on the 
pleased with the way I've been playing Tongue firmly in cheek, he's likened left wrist in Monday's game .... LHP Steven Brault 
so far." this trip abroad to a vacation, and as he (left lat strain) was slated to throw two innings of a 

As was Kyrgios, for the most part, spoke to the media via video confer- simulation game in Bradenton, Florida, on Wednes­
wagging his racket to ask the fans for ence, Kyrgios leaned back, his head tilt- day .... RHP Trevor Cahill (left calf strain) has re­
more noise as he strutted around after ed to rest against his hands - a pose fit sumed running. 
his best shots. for a beach chair. Rockies: RHP Mychal Givens (back) is scheduled 

Then again, he also shook his head Against Humbert, whom he also beat to throw in rehab games with Triple-A Albuquerque 
or told himself he was "rubbish" after in five sets at Melbourne Park this year, on Thursday and Friday .... LHP Kyle Freeland, who 
many a miss. Kyrgios did more than just "serve big left Monday's game with a tight right hamstring, was 

Here's something else he seems to do and play big." throwing on the field before the game. 
quite a bit: store up every negative thing Sure, there were the 23 aces. And the BLISTER TROUBLE 
he reads or hears about himself and ei- flashy forehands he flicked with no no- Kuhl said he developed a blister during the game 
ther use it as motivation or merely mock tice to end points. And, yes, naturally, that impacted how he was able to pitch. 
it. the ill-advised trick shots, like the no- "Started bothering me in the fourth and it broke off 

"Look, a lot of people were telling me: good-reason-for-it, between-the-legs in the fifth," Kuhl said. "I felt like I was throwing the 
'There's no chance. There's no point in floater on set point for Humbert - on ball well. Poor timing." 
you going with that short preparation.' I set point! - that contributed to giving Kuhl scattered three hits over the first three innings 
was hearing a load of things. (Someone away the third. but lost his command as the blister worsened. 
was) telling me, 'There's no chance you Then again, maybe that's part of the "He was having some trouble gripping the ball and 
can come off the couch and compete at charm with Kyrgios: You never know that's why we saw the command go away," Shelton 
this level,"' said the 26-year-old Kyr- what you're going to get, so better tune said. "For the first three innings he was really good." 
gios, whose 2014 debut at Wimbledon in to find out. BIRTHDAY BOY 
included a win against Rafael Nadal on Actually, he showed impressive pa- Black celebrated his 64th birthday on Wednesday. 
the way to the quarterfinals, a round he tience during lengthy exchanges at the Black never pitched on his birthday in his 15-year 
hasn't reached since at the tournament. baseline in the late going, willing to major league career but is 8-3 as a manager on June 

"I'm like, 'Dude, I know my game.' wait out a point until his foe would err. 30th. 
I know how to play on grass. I'm not Indeed, Kyrgios won 9 of 14 points that UP NEXT 
scared of anyone in the draw. I know if lasted at least nine strokes. Pirates: RHP Wil Crowe ( 1-4, 6.50 ERA) opens a 
I believe and I'm feeling good mental- Plus, he was the one who got the ser- seven-game homestand when he faces the Milwaukee 
ly, like, I know what I'm capable of," vice break in the penultimate game to Brewers tonight. 
continued Kyrgios, who's been ranked seize control. Rockies: RHP Antonio Senzatela (2-7, 4. 76) takes 
as high as No. 13 but is No. 60 now "When he's playing good," Humbert the mound when Colorado faces St. Louis in Nolan 
after all of that inactivity. "I've been said, "he's one of the best." Arenado's first trip to Coors Field since he was traded 
playing this sport since I was seven That checks out. Just ask him. to the Cardinals in the offseason. 

•OVAC 
Continued from Page B 1 

Josh and his wife, Re­
becca, have two children 
- Enoch and Bristol. 

KEVIN WELSH, 
Fort Frye - This long­
time assistant coach has 
spent the last three sea­
sons working with the 
Cadets. 

All told, Welsh has 41 
years of football coach­
ing experience, including 
34 as an assistant. He's 
made coaching stops at 
Barnesville, Caldwell, 
Frontier, Shenandoah, 
Warren, Reedsville East­
ern, River, Parkersburg 

• 

and Marietta College. 
Along with football, 

Welsh also has coaching 
experience in basketball, 
baseball and track. 

Welsh was a player in 
the 1973 OV AC All-Star 
Football Game, represent­
ing Barnesville. He then 
attended Bethany College 
and Ohio University. 

Kevin and his his wife, 
Terri, have four sons - Pat­
rick, Kial, Chase and Collin. 

SCOTT HART, Fort 
Frye - This long-time 
assistant has been a key 
member of the Cadets 

• 

staff basically during 
Huck's entire tenure. 

Hart graduated from 
Fort Frye and Ohio State 
University. 

Scott and his wife, Lin­
da, have three children, 
Natalie, Kate and Dylan, 
who is a member of the 
Ohio All-Star roster. 

CHAD ROSS, Fort 
Frye - One of the more 
tenured coaches on the 
staff, Ross has 22 years of 
coaching experience. 

Of those years, the last 
six have come with the 
Cadets. He's also spent 

■ 

times at his alma mater, 
Crooksville, Waterford 
and Parkersburg. 

Along with his foot­
ball duties, Ross is also a 
member of the Fort Frye 
girls basketball staff and 
has previously worked 
with the boys basketball 
and track teams. 

After high school, Ross 
attended Marietta Col­
lege and completed his 
post-graduate degree at 
Muskingum. 

Chad and his wife, 
Krista, have three chil­
dren - Karlee, Khloee 

• 

and Braxton. 
KYLE HUCK, Fort 

Frye - This Cadets as­
sistant has been involved 
at his alma mater for 13 
years and has has five 
years of experience as an 
assistant coach. 

Huck, who graduated 
from Marietta College, 
has been a part of three 
OV AC, PVC and two 
regional titles as well as 
four undefeated regular 
seasons. 

Kyle and his wife, Kris­
tin, have two children -
Colin and Mya. 

■ 

I 
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Depew sets W.Va. coaching staff for OVAC Game-
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

The OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game will certainly be noth­
ing new for the Linsly School coaching 
staff. 

West Virginia and Linsly head coach 
B.J. Depew announced the members of 
his coaching staff that will join him at 
Bethany College on Sunday, July 18 for 
the start of OV AC camp to prepare for 
the game, which is slated for July 24 at 

Rain washes 
out basically 
entire Day 1 
Beast slate 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Mother Nature showed Wednesday 
and Thursday that she must not be a 
baseball fan. 

Basically, the entire opening day of 
the annual Beast of the East Baseball 
Tournament's opening day fell victim 
to her fury. 

Only two venues - both of which 
feature artificial turf surfaces - played 
on Thursday. They are both in Wash­
ington, Pa. at Washington & Jefferson 
and Wild Things Park. All told, 62 
games were washed out and will not be 
made up. 

"We're hoping it quits and we can 
get started (Friday)," Beast of the East 
director Bo Mcconnaughy said. "Ifs 
probably rained the last four or five 
years during the tournament, but not on 
every field. We've not had a year. in a 
long time, where everyone gets washed 
out at the same time." 

The first heavy rain, which caused 
some flooding around the Ohio Valley, 
occurred Wednesday afternoon. At that 
point, McConanughy and other Beast 
officials began reaching out to the re­
spective field directors to check on the 
status. 

"Because of the severity of the rain 
(on Wednesday), we couldn't wait to 
start checking on field conditions," Mc­
connaughy said. "Most of the directors 
were already at their fields working on 
them." 

The message Mcconnaughy received 
from basically all of the sites was that 
the 8 a.m. games would be question­
able, but without anymore rain, they felt 
good about the prospects of playing the 
10:30 contests. 

That idea - and the entire day for 
that matter - went by the boards 
when another large batch of heavy rain 
moved in overnight and remained over 
top of the Ohio Valley throughout much 
of Thursday. 

"When we called (field directors) 
again on Thursday morning, they were 
telling us they probably wouldn't get 
anything in until 3:30 p.m. and then 
eventually we all agreed to just call it a 
day and let the field drain, water soak in 
and then work on them." 

Using a one-call network and social 
media, Beast of the East staffer Shawn 
Torbett delivered the news of the can­
cellations to the upwards of 120 teams 
that have converged on the area with 

See, BEAST, Page B2 

Wheeling Island Stadium. 
Joining Depew on the Mountain State 

sideline wil1 be Chris Kiedaisch ( offen­
sive coordinator), James Wallace (de­
fensive coordinator), Brian Valentine 
(offensive line), Gee Lofstead (defen­
sive line) and Doug Tush (receivers/ 
defensive backs). 

"I am really fortunate to have had the 
core group of the staff with me for quite 
a while," Depew said. "To have that 
many Linsly alums, all of whom played 
in the program adds an element to it and 

says a lot to our kids. They're all very 
knowledgeable and I know they're ex­
cited to meet and work with these kids 
(in the all-star game)." 

Here's a capsule look at the West Vir­
ginia staff: 

B.J. DEPEW, Linsly - Since taking 
over for his father at the helm of the Ca­
dets, Depew has continued the long line 
of success of Cadets' football. 

Depew bas spent the last 15 seasons 
as the head football coach. That came 
on the heels of working under his father, 

Terry, for seven years. 
Depew has guided his alma mater to 

a pair of OV AC titles (2011 and 20 I 7) 
and is embarking on his third go-around 
as the head coach in the all-star game. 
He also earned Ohio Valley Football 
Coaches Association Coach of the Year 
three times as well. 

Along with football, Depew gained 
coaching experience in baseball and 
track and field. He presently serves as 
the Linsly Director of Athletics. 

See, WV, Page B2 

PITTSBURGH 
PIRATES start• 
ing pitcher Wil 
Crowe delivers 

•, during the first 
inning of a 
baseball game 
against the Mil· 
waukee Brewers 

. in Pittsburgh, 
Thursday. 

AP PHOTO 

Brewers stay hot, to,pple Pirates 
PITTSBURGH (AP) - Corbin twice before in the majors, once this 

Burnes went beyond seven innings for season against the Arizona Diamond­
the first time in the majors, helping the backs on June 6. 

sacrifice fly with one out after Holmes 
was pulled for Chris Stratton. 

Burnes' one noticeable mistake came 
in the fifth, when Ben Gamel drove his 
cutter over the wall in right-center field 
to cut Milwaukee's lead to 2-1. The 
right-hander used just 42 pitches to get 
through the first four innings. 

Milwaukee Brewers match their Ion- Pirates starter Wil Crowe ( 1-5) went 
gest winning streak in seven years with 4 2/3 innings, giving up two runs on 
a 7-2 victory over the Pittsburgh Pirates four hits with three strikeouts. 
on Thursday night. Clay Holmes didn't get an out on 20 

The NL Central-leading Brewers pitches (13 balls) in the sixth for the 
have won nine in a row for the first time Pirates, who have lost four straight. He 
since April 4-13, 20 l-+,-outscoring--9f~ lo9(ed•an•RBI single 'to Keston 'Hiura 
ponents 66-23 during the streak. that extended Milwaukee's lead to 3-1 

Burnes ( 4-4) allowed one run on four following a balk and walked the bases 
hits with five strikeouts in a career-high loaded. 
7 1/3 innings. He lasted seven innings Daniel Robertson made it 4-1 on a 

Gamel nearly got Pittsburgh on the 
board earlier, sending a ball deep to 
center. Jackie BradJey Jr. sJowed near 
the warning track and faked like he had 
no play on the ball before making the 
routine catch. 

Pirates' Frazier voted a 
starter for All-Star Game 

NEW YORK (AP) - The sons 
are coming out for this year's All­
Star Game in Denver. 

Vladimir Guerrero Jr. joined his 
father as an All-Star and Fernando 
Tatis Jr. accomplished a feat his 
dad never achieved. 

Toronto's first baseman and San 
Diego's shortstop were among nine 
first-time All-Stars elected Thurs­
day to start the July 13 game at 
Colorado's Coors Field. 

Blue Jays second baseman Mar­
cus Semien and outfielder Teoscar 
Hernandez also were first-time All-

i.._. ______ __.icm;""-____._..M.,,_1 Stars chosen in fan voting, joined 
AP PHOTO by Los Angeles Angels two-way 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES second baseman sensation Shohei Ohtani, picked as 
Adam Frazier _th_rows to first base to c~m~let~ a the American League's designated 
double play hit tnto by Colorado Rockies Ehas hitter Boston third baseman Rafael 
Diaz to end the second inninglast Tuesday. ' 

Devers, Cincinnati outfielders Nick 
Castellanos and Jesse Winker, and 
Pittsburgh second baseman Adam 
Frazier. 

Injured Angels outfielder Mike 
Trout was elected to start for the 
eighth straight time, his ninth 
overall selection, and Kansas City 
catcher Salvador Perez was voted 
in for the fourth time and seventh 
appearance. 

St. Louis third baseman Nolan 
Arenado was voted to his fourth 
straight start and sixth appearance, 
in his first season after he was trad­
ed by Colorado. He'll be making 
his second visit to Coors Field after 
playing there this weekend with the 
Cardinals. 

See, ASG, Page 82 

-
Back at Centre Court, Gauff 
impresses dad with poise 

Indians fall, 7-2-
CLEVELAND (AP) With one swing, Jose Al-

1 • t'" 1 t • " - • - - - .. - -
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·sucks cruise past Hawks for 3-2 series lead ~o~dfromPageBl 

MILWAUKEE (AP) - Brook foot along the sideline in Milwau­
Lopez scored a playoff career-high kee's 113-102 Game 3 victory. 
33 points and the Milwaukee Antetokounmpo landed awkwardly 

,Bucks withstood Giannis Antetok- after trying to block Clint Capela's 
_ounmpo's absence to beat the At- dunk attempt in Atlanta's 110-88 
Janta Hawks 123-112 on Thursday Game 4 triumph. 
-night for a 3-2 lead in the Eastern Just as the Hawks' role players 
Conference finals. stepped up with Young sidefined in 

The Bucks are one win away Game 4, Antetokounmpo's team­
; from reaching the NBA Finals for mates came through Thursday to 
the first time since 1974. help the Bucks overcome the loss 

They won their lone NBA title in of their two-time MVP. 
1971. Bogdan Bogdanovic led the 

Four of their starters had at least Hawks with 28 points. Atlanta also 
22 points: Lopez, Khris Middleton got 19 points each from John Col­

'(26), Jrue Holiday (25) and Bobby tins and Danilo Gallinari, and 17 
,Portis (22). Middleton also had 13 from Lou Williams. 
rebounds and eight assists. Holiday Portis took Antetokounmpo's 
had I 3 assists and six rebounds. spot in the starting lineup and had 

"I thought we just did a great job the Fiserv Forum fans chanting 
.of playing together," Lopez said. "Bobby! Bobby!" on multiple oc­
"Obviously Khris and Jrue did casions, continuing something that 
their normal job making plays for started during Milwaukee's Game 
everyone. We want everyone scor- 2 blowout victory. Portis' 22 
ing and doing their thing. That's points were a playoff career high. 
tough on a defense." The Bucks never trailed and led 

Game 6 is Saturday in Atlanta, by as many as 20 in the first quar­
with the winner of the series fac- ter, making most of their shots and 
ing the Phoenix Suns in the NBA getting second-chance opportuni-
Finals. ties on their rare misses. 

Each team was missing its big- The game was nearly eight min-
gest star as Antetokounmpo dealt utes old by the time Cam Reddish 
with a hyperextended left knee and got Atlanta's first defensive re­
Atlanta's Trae Young sat out a sec- bound. 
ond straight game due to a bone "They were more physical," 
bruise in his right foot. Hawks coach Nate McMillan said. 

Young got hurt when he acci- "They hit us in the mouth and we 
dentally stepped on an official's just did not recover." 

Milwaukee led 36-22 after a 
first quarter in which the Bucks 
outscored the Hawks 28-8 in the 
paint. 

Bogdanovic's 13 first-half 
points helped the Hawks close the 
gap to 65-56 at the break. 

Atlanta cut the lead to 65-59 
when Bogdanovic hit a 3-pointer to 
open the third-quarter scoring, but 
that's as close as the Hawks would 
get in the second half. 

This marked the second straight 
game in this series without any lead 
changes. The Hawks never trailed 
in Game 4. 

TIP-INS 
Hawks: Center Clint Capela was 

in the starting lineup after being 
listed as questionable before the 
game due to inflammation in his 
right eye. Capela took an inadver­
tent elbow to the face from Mil­
waukee's Sam Merrill late in Game 
4. He had six points and eight re­
bounds. 

Bucks: During his pregame 
availability, Bucks coach Mike 
Budenholzer offered no update on 
when Antetokounmpo might be 
able to return. Budenholzer said 
Antetokounmpo did some work in 
the weight room and training area 
but didn't wasn't with his team­
mates on the court Thursday morn­
ing .... The Bucks made their first 
two 3-point attempts but missed 
their next 12 and finished 9 of 2 9. 

•Indians--------------------
continued from Page B1 

"He didn't look good in the be­
ginning," Baker said. "He couldn't 
find his breaking ball. The double 
pl<!)'S were huge." 

DI varez crushed his 14th ho­
mer. a 446-foot shot into the cen­
ter-field bullpens, in the fourth for 
the Astros, who improved to an 
MLB-best 30-16 against teams 
with winning records. 

Brantley, who spent 10 seasons 
with Cleveland, added his fifth ho­
mer in the seventh. 

The Astros didn't arrive in 
Cleveland until 5 a.m. and their 
bats were sluggish through four in­
nings before Altuve shook things 
up. 

Kyle Tucker led off the fifth with 

a double and Mejia walked Myles 
Straw before the right-hander got 
handcuffed on a bunt that loaded 
the bases. 

Altuve fell behind 1-2 in the 
count, and as the crowd geared 
up to roar for a possible strikeout, 
Houston's second baseman pulled 
a slider from Mejia over the wall 
in left for his 18th homer and 11th 
since June 1. 

"I tried to throw that perfect 
pitch and it just stayed right in the 
zone," Mejia said. "It didn't break 
to the outside part of the plate." 

Altuve said the Astros weren't 
feeling any extra pressure to get 
their offense going after a few 
rough games. 

"That's baseball sometimes and 
as a team you have to know that 
eventually you're going to get 
some swings and score some runs," 
he said. "That's what we did to­
night." 

The Indians took a 1-0 lead in 
the second but missed a chance to 
do more damage against Valdez, 
who has been one of the AL's best 
pitchers since returning from a bro­
ken left index finger sustained in 
spring training. 

Harold Ramirez drew a leadoff 
walk, went to third on Eddie Rosa­
rio's single and scored on Valdez's 
wild pitch. Two more walks loaded 
the bases, but Valdez escaped with 
a strikeout and force at second. 

• ASG------------------
continued from Page Bl 

New York Yankees outfielder 
Aaron Judge was selected for the 
third time, and Boston shortstop 
Xander Bogaerts gained his second 
election to start and third appear­
ance. 

San Francisco catcher Buster 
Posey is set for his fifth start and 
seventh appearance, his first since 
2018. Posey sat out the 2020 sea­
son due to health concerns for his 
family after he and his wife adopt­
ed prematurely born twins. 

Atlanta first baseman Freddie 
Freeman was elected to his third 
start and fifth appearance, and 
Braves outfielder Ronald Acuna Jr. 
to his second start. 

The All-Star Game returns this 
year following the cancellation 
of last year's showcase at Dodg­
er Stadium due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, which caused the start 
of the season to be delayed until 
late July. This year's game was 
moved to Denver from Atlanta by 
Major League Baseball in response 
to election law changes enacted by 
Georgia. Critics have condemned 
the changes as being too restrictive. 

Guerrero and Tatis are 22-year­
old sons for former big leaguers. 

Vladimir Guerrero was a nine­
time All-Star from 1996-2011 
and was inducted into the Hall of 
Fame in 2018. Fernando Tatis was 
a third baseman, outfielder and first 
baseman who played in the major 
leagues from 1997-2010. 

The Guerreros are the fifth fa­
ther-son pair chosen to the game 
as starters, joining Ray and Bob 
Boone, Bob and Bret Boone, Bob­
by and Barry Bonds, and Cecil and 
Prince Fielder. 

Ohtani, Mets slugger Pete 
Alonso, Orioles fan-favorite Trey 
Mancini and Rockies shortstop 
Trevor Story have been confirmed 
for this year's All-Star Home Run 
Derby. Alonso won the previous 
event in 2019 at Cleveland. 

Phase one of voting ran from 
June 3-24 and phase two from 
Monday to Thursday this week. 

Hernandez beat Minnesota out­
fielder Byron Buxton by less than 
5,000 votes for the final AL out­
field spot in the closest race. 

Trout matched Manny Ramirez, 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Alex Rodriguez and Hall of Farn­
ers Gary Carter and Ryne Sandberg 
with eight consecutive fan elec­
tions, trailing only Hall of Famers 
Rod Carew ( 15), George Brett 
and Ken Griffey Jr. (11 each), 
Wade Boggs and Ozzie Smith (10 
apiece), and Johnny Bench, Mike 
Piazza and Ivan Rodriguez (9 
each). 

Eleven teams had players elect­
ed, led by Toronto with three, and 
Boston, Atlanta and Cincinnati 
with two each. The Blue Jays have 
been been away from home since 
2019 due to Canadian government 
coronavirus restrictions. 

Pitchers and reserves determined 
by player voting and the commis­
sioner's office will be announced 
Sunday. Each All-Star team has 3 2 
players 

In relatively close votes, Winker 
edged the Los Angeles Dodgers' 
Mookie Bens 16% to 13%, Arena­
do beat the Dodgers' Justin Turner 
40% to 30% and Bogaerts defeat­
ed the Blue Jays' Bo Bichene 42% 
to 47%. 

Notice is hereby given that the Belomar Regional Council has prepared a draft Long Range Transportation Plan for 204~- It covers 
Belmont County in Ohio and Ohio and Marshall Counties in West Virginia. The plan has been prepared pursuant to requirements of 
the federal Surface Transportation Acts MAP-21 and FAST Act. It addresses local transportation issues and is updated every five 
years. 

Transportation Plan for 2045 will be available for review and comments from July 3rd through July 19th at our website https:/lwww. 
betomar.orpflQ45-long-ranae·transpodatlon-ptan. A video presentation of the plan is also available at https;//www,belomaLorg/ 
video/Jr_p2045. mp4. 

Depew is a 1994 graduate from Linsly and then 
Ohio State University in 1999. 

B.J. and his wife, Tracy, have two children - a 
son Isaac and a daughter, Noelle. 

CHRIS KIEDAISCH, Linsly - This former Cadet 
quarterback has become a key cog on Depew's staff 
since joining. 

IGedaisch has coached at his alma mater for seven 
seasons and prior to that he spent a season at his col­
legiate alma mater, West Liberty. 

Along with football, Kiedaisch is currently on the 
Linsly baseball staff. He previously coached basket­
ball, too. 

Kiedaisch, who has been involved with the all-star 
game in 2008 and 2014, is married to Jaclyn IGe­
daisch. 

GEE LOFSTEAD, Linsly - This veteran member 
of the staff has worked under Depew for the last eight 
seasons. 

Lofstead graduated from Linsly in 1986 and then 
attended Lafayette College and eventually graduated 
from Temple University's law school. 

During his prep days, Lofstead was a standout 
player, earning a spot in the 1986 OV AC All-Star 
Game, serving as team captain. 

Along with football, Lofstead has coached both 
youth hockey and lacrosse. 

Gee and his wife, Christina, have two children -
Graham and Bridget. 

DOUG TUSH, Linsly - The newest member 
to the Cadets varsity staff is no stranger to football 
coaching or Linsly. 

Tush is ascending to the varsity staff after spending 
the last four seasons as the head junior high coach. 
Prior to that, he spent time on the Wheeling Park and 
Bridgeport coaching staffs. 

On top of football, Tush coached baseball at Wheel­
ing Park for 1 O years, including half of that stretch as 
the skipper. He was also the director of athletics at 
Bridgeport, earning Athletic Director of the Year in 
2014. 

Tush is a graduate of Wheeling Park in l 991. He 
earned his bachelor's degree at West Liberty and his 
master's degree at West Virginia. 

Doug and his wife, Kerri, have two children, a son 
Trevin, who was chosen for the 2020 All-Star Game 
after a career at Linsly; and a daughter, Jensen, who 
is entering her freshman year at Linsly. 

BRIAN VALENTINE, Linsly - This long-time 
assistant has been with Depew every step of the way 
during his coaching career. 

Valentine, who also serves as the head wrestling 
coach at Linsly, has spent all 15 years of his coaching 
career working with Linsly. 

In wrestling, Valentine has helped revitalize the 
Linsly program. He won both a dual and tournament 
championship in Class 3A and twice been named 
conference wrestling coach of the year. 

Valentine, who owns a a degree from West Liberty, 
shined in football, wrestling and baseball during his 
prep days. 

Brian and his wife, Brittany, have four sons 
Chase, Landon, Cade and Steele. 

JAMES WALLACE, Linsly - This former Cadet 
standout has found a home as one of Depew's chief 
aides. 

Wallace has worked with the Cadets football pro­
gram for the last 13 seasons. Along with those duties, 
he spent several seasons as the boys head basketball 
coach and also worked with the baseball team. Pres­
ently, he's also a member of the track coaching staff. 

Wallace graduated from Bethany where he played 
both basketball and baseball and earned his master's 
degree from Muskingum. 

James and his wife, Katie, are the parents one a 
daughter, Emma. 

• Beast--------
continued from Page B1 

hopes of playing as many as eight games this week­
end. 

"Most of the coaches and teams understand," Mc­
connaughy said. "They're all basically tournament 
teams and realize that they're rolling the dice (weath­
er wise) when they travel somewhere to play." 

Mcconnaughy, a realist and a long-time baseball 
player and coach, realizes that though the forecast 
ts much better for today, the early scheduled games 
could still be in jeopardy due to the amount of water 
the fields took. 

"What we need is a 92 degree day with sunshine 
and we will be fine, but we're probably not going to 
get that," Mcconnaughy said. "Basically, all of the 
field managers are in the same boat and are all telling 
us the same stuff. They just need to see how this wa­
ter soaks in." 

Since none of the I 4U and I 9U games were 
played, the champions of the respective pools will be 
determined by the remaining games. However, Mc­
connaughy said the Beast of the East has a system 
in place, which takes out the discrepancy in games 
played to determine the standings for Sunday's cham­
pionship rounds. 

•Wimbledon 



Mother Nature Drenches Fields, Slays Beast 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

MARTINS FERRY - Mother Na­
ture showed Wednesday and Thurs­
day that she must not be a baseball 
fan. 

Basically, the entire opening day of 
the annual Beast of the East Baseball 
Tournament's opening day fell victim 
to her fury. 

Only two venues - both of which 
feature artificial turf surfaces -
played on Thursday. They are both 
in Washington, Pa. at Washington & 
Jefferson and Wild Things Park. All 

Linsly Staff 
Will Coach 
All-Stars 
W.Va., Ohio Set To 
Square Off July 24 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

The OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game will certainly be noth­
ing new for the Linsly School coaching 
staff. 

West Virginia and Linsly head coach 
B.J. Depew announced the members 

of his coaching staff that 
will join him at Bethany 
College on Sunday, July 
18 for the start of OV AC 
camp to prepare for the 
game, which is slated for 
July 24 at Wheeling Is­
land Stadium. 

o PEW Joining Depew on the 
e Mountain State sideline 

will be Chris Kiedaisch (offensive coor­
dinator), James Wallace (defensive co­
ordinator), Brian Valentine (offensive 
line), Gee Lofstead (defensiye line) and 
Doug Tush (receivers/defensive backs). 

"I am really fortunate to have had the 
core group of the staff with me for quite 
a while," Depew said. "To have that 
many Linsly alums, all of whom played 
in the program adds an element to it and 
says a lot to our kids. They're all very 
knowledgeable and I know they're ex­
citec:f'to meet and work with these kids 
(in the all-star game)." 

Here's a capsule look at the West 
Virginia staff: 

B.J. DEPEW, Linsly - Since talc­
ing over for his father at the helm of the 
Cadets, Depew has continued the long 
line of success of Cadets' football. 

Depew has spent the last I 5 seasons 
as the head football coach. That came 
on the heels of working under his fa­
ther, Terry, for seven years. 

Depew has guided his alma mater to 
a pair of OV AC titles (2011 and 20 I 7) 
and is embarking on his third go-around 
as the head coach in the all-star game. 
He also earned Ohio Valley Football 
Coaches Association Coach of the Year 
three times as well. 

Along with football, Depew gained 
coaching experience in baseball and 
track and field. He presently serves as 
the Linsly Director of Athletics. 

Depew is a 1994 graduate from Linsly 
and then Ohio State University in I 999. 

B.J. and his wife, Tracy, have two 
children - a son Isaac and a daughter, 
Noelle. 

Please see COACH, Page 12 

told, 62 games were washed out and 
will not be made up. 

"We're hoping it quits and we can 
get started (Friday)," Beast of the 
East director Bo Mcconnaughy said. 
"It's probably rained the last four or 
five years during the tournament, but 
not on every field. 

"We've not had a year, in a long 
time, where everyone gets washed out 
at the same time." 

The first heavy rain, which caused 
some flooding around the Ohio Val­
ley, occurred Wednesday afternoon. 
At that point, McConanughy and 

other Beast officials began reaching 
out to the respective field directors to 
check on the status. 

"Because of the severity of the rain 
(on Wednesday), we couldn't wait to 
start checking on field conditions," 
Mcconnaughy said. "Most of the 
directors were already at their fields 
working on them." 

The message Mcconnaughy re­
ceived from basically all of the sites 
was that the 8 a.m. games would be 
questionable, but without any more 
rain, they felt good about the pros­
pects of playing the I 0:30 contests. 

That idea - and the entire day for 
that matter - went by the boards 
when another large batch of heavy 
rain moved in overnight and remained 
over top of the Ohio Valley through­
out much of Thursday. 

"When we called (field directors) 
again on Thursday morning, they were 
telling us they probably wouldn't get 
anything in until 3:30 p.m. and then 
eventually we all agreed to just call 
it a day and let the field drain, water 
soak in and then work on them." 

Please see BEAST, Page I 2 

Brewers Top Pirates, 7-2 
Milwaukee Stays 
Hot, Cruises To 
9th Straight Win 

By WES CROSBY 
Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH - Corbin Burnes 
challenged the Pittsburgh Pirates ..... ·.~1._ 

early, knowing that Milwaukee's 
overworked bullpen needed him to 
work efficiently. 

The Brewers ace went beyond the 
seventh inning for the first time in 
the majors, and the Brewers matched 
their longest winning streak in sev­
en years by beating Pittsburgh 7-2 
Thursday night. 

The NL Central leaders have won 
nine in a row for the first time since 
April 4-13, 2014, outscoring oppo­
nents 66-23 during the strealc. 

"Obviously, their game plan 
was to come out swinging early 
and often," Burnes said. "We kind 
of knew that just based off the last 
time I faced them. The focus was 
just to make sure that we were 
good 0-0, whether we're getting 
ahead or we're getting some weak 
contact. Worked pretty well to- i....-:c....--=....:;:;;.::::..._: 

night." 

Please see PIRATES, Page 12 

AP Photo 
Pittsburgh Pirates starting pitcher Wil Crowe delivers during the first inning 
Thursday against the Milwaukee Brewers in Pittsburgh. 

AP Photo 
Pittsburgh Pirates' Adam Frazier was named 
Thursday as a starter for the National League in 
the upcoming All-Star Game. 

')J> Goes ~razier: Bucs 
2B Voted To Start ASG 

By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 

NEW YORK - The sons 
are coming out for the All-Star 
Game in Denver. 

Vladimir Guerrero Jr. joined 
his father as an All-Star and 
Fernando Tatis Jr. accom­
plished a feat his dad never 
achieved. Toronto's first base­
man and San Diego's shortstop 
were among nine first-time 
All-Stars elected Thursday to 
start the July 13 game at Colo­
rado's Coors Field. 

Blue Jays second baseman 
Marcus Semien and outfielder 
Teoscar Hernandez also were 
first-time All-Stars chosen in 
fan voting, joined by Los Ange­
les Angels two-way sensation 
Shohei Ohtani, picked as the 
American League's designated 
hitter; Boston third baseman 
Rafael Devers, Cincinnati out-

fielders Nick Castellanos and 
Jesse Winker, and Pittsburgh 
second baseman Adam Frazier. 

Frazier will join Hall of Farn­
er Bill Maz.eroski (1967) as the 
only Pittsburgh second basemen 
to start an All-Star Game. Fra­
zier entered Thursday second in 
the NL in batting (.327) and tied 
for second in doubles (24 ). 

Injured Angels outfield­
er Mike Trout was elected to 
start for the eighth straight 
time, his ninth overall selec­
tion, and Kansas City catcher 
Salvador Perez was voted in 
for the fourth time and seventh 
appearance. 

St. Louis third baseman No­
lan Arenado was voted to his 
fourth straight start and sixth ap­
pearance, in his first season after 
he was traded by Colorado. 

Please see FRAZIER, Page 12 

Back At Centre Court, Coco Gauff Impresses Dad With Poise 
By HOWARD FENDRICH 

AP Tennis Writer 
WIMBLEDON, England 

- Do not get the wrong idea 
about Coco Gauff and assume 
that, just because she's already 
displayed so much talent and 
promise by age I 7, occasions 
such as Thursday's, when she 
played a woman twice her age 
at Centre Court, are in any way 
glossed over as "Been there, 
done that." 

ward. So maybe that's why 
she was the first to face break 
points. Or managed merely 
one groundstroke winner in the 
opening set. Still, the newcom­
er did what veterans do - find 
a way - and emerged with a 
6-4, 6-3 victory to return to 
Wimbledon's third round. 

"With a little bit of adversi­
ty for the first time, she went 
for her shots and she stayed 
committed to the serve," said 

rankings are missing from the 
bracket due to defeat, with­
drawal or injury. 

"Mentally, for sure, I need 
to reset. I need to rest," No. 3 
seed Svitolina said after pro­
ducing 20 fewer winners than 
her foe in a 6-3, 6-4 loss to 
Magda Linette. "I need to feel, 
again, fresh to play the upcom­
ing tournaments." 

No. 1 Ash Barty, whoretired 
mid-match against Linette at 
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All-Star from 1996-2011 and was in- Blue Jays have been been away from 
ducted into the Hall of Fame in 2018. home since 2019 due to Canadian gov­
Fernando Tatis was a third baseman, ernment coronavirus restrictions. 
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trying to get better to get out of this lull. ' 
Burnes' one noticeable mistake came 

in the fifth, when Ben Gamel drove his 
cutter over the wall in right-center field 
to cut Milwaukee's lead to 2-1. The 
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game, Nate Lowe went deep twice and 
Texas pounded Oakland. 

MARINERS 7, BLUE JAYS 2 

----------------------- right-hander used just 42 pitches to get 
through the first four innings. 

GAUFF 

BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) - Yusei Ki­
kuchi pitched one-run ball over seven 
innings, Jake Fraley and Shed Long Jr. 
homered off Hyun Jin Ryu and Seattle 
beat Toronto. 

(Continued from Page 11) 
Gauff's serve provided nine aces, in­

cluding seven in the first set when a lot 
else wasn't really working. 

A 118 mph delivery on match point 
was dumped in the net by Vesnina. Up 
-in the player guest box, Gauff's parents 
rose. Dad clapped, then kissed Mom, 
who captured their daughter's moment 
with a cellphone camera. It was a bit 
more subdued than the raucous celebra­
tions two years ago, when Gauff was a 
revelation. 

Ranked outside the Top 300 and 
the youngest player to make it through 
qualifying in tournament history, she 
went on to beat five-time champion 
Venus Williams in the first round and 
•20 I 7 semifinalist Magdalena Ryba­
·rikova in the second, before saving two 
match points to get past Polona Hercog 
.m the main stadium. 
• Next came a fourth-round ex.it against 
Simona Halep, who went on to collect 
the trophy (three of Gauffs major ap­
pearances ended with losses to the 

eventual champion, including Barbara 
Krejcikova at the just-concluded French 
Open). 

"The biggest thing is, I don't really 
remember much from my Centre Court 
experience in 2019," said Gauff, who 
is based in Florida. "I don't know. I felt 
like it was all a blur." 

Back then, everything was so fresh and 
new and unexpected. The question on ev­
eryone's mind: Is she really doing this? 

Now the vibe is: She most certainly 
can. 

Her parents know it. So do the spec­
tators. And the 20th-seeded Gaufrs op­
ponents. 

"Such a talented and promising play­
er," said Vesnina, a three-time Grand 
Slam champion in women's doubles 
who was treated by a trainer for a back 
spasm she said was caused by stretch­
ing to try to reach Gauffs serves. "She 
has a bright future in front of her." 

Sure does. Most important, Gauff 
herself knows it. 

Milwaukee used five relievers during 
a 15-7 comeback win over the Cubs on 
Wednesday night. 

UP NEXT 
RHP Adrian Houser ( 4-5, 4. 16 ERA) 

will take the mound for the Brewers, 
facing Pirates RHP JT Brubaker ( 4-7, 

ROYALS 15, RED SOX 1 
BOSTON (AP) - Kike Hemendez 

led off with a homer for the third time in 
five days, Nathan Eovaldi pitched sev­
en scoreless innings and Boston routed 
Kansas City. 

BEAST-----------------­
(Contlnued from Page 11) 

Using a one-can network and social 
media, Beast of the East staffer Shawn 
Torbett delivered the news of the can­
cel1ations to the upwards of 120 teams 
that have converged on the area with 
the hopes of playing as many as eight 
games this weekend. 

"Most of the coaches and teams 
understand," Mcconnaughy said. 
"They're al1 basical1y tournament teams 
and realize that they're rolling the dice 
(weather wise) when they travel some­
where to play." 

Mcconnaughy - a realist and a long­
time baseball player and coach - re­
alizes that though the forecast is much 
better for today, the early scheduled 
games could still be in jeopardy due to 

the amount of water the fields took. 
"What we need is a 92 degree day 

with sunshine and we will be fine, but 
we're probably not going to get that," 
Mcconnaughy said. "Basically, all of 
the field managers are in the same boat 
and are all telling us the same stuff. 
They just need to see how this water 
soaks in." 

Since none of the l 4U and l 9U 
games were played, the champions of 
the respective pools will be determined 
by the remaining games. However, Mc­
connaughy said the Beast of the East 
has a system in place, which takes out 
the discrepancy in games played to 
determine the standings for Sunday's 
championship rounds. 

• COACH ----------------=--~ 
If you are interested in receiving OVERDOSE SPIKE ALERTS, 

sign up to join your Neighborhood Crime Watch on the 
Ohio County Emergency Alerts Network at 

www.ohiocountyemergency.com or submit this form 
to the Wheeling Police Department. 

By signing up, you will receive emergency alerts and public service announcements. 
Alerts will be sent to the phone(s) you provide and/or your email address. This is a free 

service provided by the Ohio County Homeland Security and EMA, however, normal message 
fees may apply. Notifications are dependent upon providers and receipt of notifications by 
the intended recipient are not guaranteed. By signing up, you will not receive unsolicited 

calls, nor does the system vendor sell the contact number database. 

KNOW THE SIGNS OF 
OPIOID OVERDOSE 

• Fingernails or lips have a purple or 
blue color 

• Vomiting or gurgling noises 

• Cannot be awakened or are unable to 
speak 

• Breathing or heartbeat slows or stops 

HAVE ACCESS TO 
NARCAN OR NALOXONE 

Narcan or Naloxone is a medication 
designed to temporarily reverse an 

opioid overdose. For more information 
about how you can be trained to 

administer Narcan or Naloxone, call 
the Wheeling-Ohio County Health 

Department at 304-234-3682. 

GET CONNECTED TO TREATMENT 

1-844-HELP8 WV 
o·NE(all. ONE Text. ONE Click. INSTANT HELP. 

• • 
• I - Go22iiilltt --
0 

OHIO COUNTY EMERGENCY ALERT NETWORK 
First Name: _ East Wheeling 

Last Name: Elm Grove Text: 
Phone 1: Voice: _ South Wheeling Text: 
Phone 2: Voice: Warwood 

Email 1: _Wheeling Island 

Emai1 2: Woodsdale 
,) 

■ ■ ■ 

(Continued from Page 11) 
CHRIS KIEDAISCH, 

Linsly - This former 
Cadet quarterback has 
become a key cog on De­
pew's staff since joining. 

Kiedaisch has coached 
at his alma mater for sev­
en seasons and prior to 
that he spent a season at 
his collegiate alma mater, 
West Liberty. 

Along with football, 
Kiedaisch is currently on 
the Linsly baseball staff. 
He previously coached 
basketball, too. 

Kiedaisch, who has 
been involved with the 
all-star game in 2008 and 
2014, is married to Jac­
lyn Kiedaisch. 

GEE LOFSTEAD, 
Linsly - This veteran 
member of the staff has 
worked under Depew for 
the last eight seasons. 

Lofstead graduated 
from Linsly in 1986 and 
then attended Lafayette 
College and eventually 
graduated from Temple 
University's law school. 

During his prep days, 
Lofstead was a standout 
player, earning a spot in 
the 1986 OV AC All-Star 

■ 

Game, serving as team 
captain. 

Along with football, 
Lofstead has coached 
both youth hockey and 
lacrosse. 

Gee and his wife, Chris­
tina, have two children -
Graham and Bridget. 

DOUG TUSH, Linsly 
- The newest member 
to the Cadets varsity staff 
is no stranger to footbal1 
coaching or Linsly. 

Tush is ascending to the 
varsity staff after spend­
ing the last four seasons 
as the head junior high 
coach. Prior to that, he 
spent time on the Wheel­
ing Park and Bridgeport 
coaching staffs. 

On top of football, 
Tush coached baseball 
at Wheeling Park for 1 0 
years, including half of 
that stretch as the skip­
per. He was also the 
director of athletics at 
Bridgeport, earning Ath­
letic D1rector of the Year 
in 2014. 

Tush is a graduate of 
Wheeling Park in 1991. 
He earned his bachelor's 
degree at West Liberty 

■ 

and his master's degree at 
West Virginia. 

Doug and his wife, 
Kerri, have two children, 
a son Trevin, who was 
chosen for the 2020 AU­
Star Game after a career 
at Linsly; and a daugh­
ter, Jensen, who is enter­
ing her freshman year at 
Linsly. 

BRIAN VALEN-
TINE, Linsly - This 
long-time assistant has 
been with Depew every 
step of the way during his 
coaching career. 

Valentine, who also 
serves as the head wres­
tling coach at Linsly, has 
spent all 15 years of his 
coaching career working 
with Linsly. 

In wrestling, Valentine 
has helped revitalize the 
Linsly program. He won 
both a dual and tourna­
ment championship in 
Class 3A and twice been 
named conference wres­
tling coach of the year. 

Valentine, who owns a 
a degree from West Lib­
erty, shined in football, 
wrestling and baseball 
during his prep days. 

Brian and his wife, 
Brittany, have four sons 
- Chase, Landon, Cade 

and Steele. 
JAMES WALLACE, 

Linsly - This former 
Cadet standout has found 
a home as one of De­
pew's chief aides. 

Wallace has worked 
with the Cadets footbal1 
program for the last 13 
seasons. Along with those 
duties, he spent several 
seasons as the boys head 
basketball coach and also 
worked with the baseball 
team. Presently, he's also 
a member of the track 
coaching staff. 

Wallace graduated 
from Bethany where he 
played both basketball 
and baseball and earned 
his master's degree from 
Muskingum. 

James and his wife, 
Katie, are the parents one 
a daughter, Emma. 
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