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Ohio coaching ’étaff set for OVAC All-Star Game

By SETH STASKEY ebrating his 10th anniversary, so that wag possible,” Connor said. named Eastern District Coach of the Year
Times Leader Sparts Editor pretty-coql.” ___Slated to join Connor op the sideline are on three occasions (2004, 2012, 2014),
The staff will lead the Ghio s Joe Hammack, Rob Lucas, Mike He was named the Ohio Division IV State

W]NTERSVIL:LE_ ~ Before fqnnul- $quad into. the game op Saturday, Yoltz, David Kemp, Joe Strohmey-  Coach of the Year following the 2014 cam-
ly accepting the invitation to coach e yyiy 97 at Wheeling Island Stadi- er and Matt Shreve, paign. He was also the Quad County Coach
74th OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Foot- um. The coaches will begin work Here’s a capsule Took at the Ohjo of i Year in 2012 and 2014, .
ball Game, Indian Creck’s Andrew Comnor iy their players on Sunday, July coaching staff: Along with his tenure at Indiag Creek,
wanted to make sure he had a commitment 5, when they report to camp at| ANDREW CONNOR - This Connor has coached football at Akron Ho-

from his coaching staff, ounding “uae Bethany College, | |veteran head coacl has been pa- ban, Steubenville Catholic Central and Har-
al was a quick and resounding “yes “We're going to ry to do our trolling the sidelines at Indian rison Central. He’s also served as the head
from all of the membes, part to make sure we hold up our

! e Creek for the last 16 years, track coach at his alma mater, Steubenvillg
The guys are really excited, Connor end of (he bargain and have these Connor has guided the Redskins Catholic, in his career. _

said. “We have three Buys who played in ids di t Ohi 10 a 98-66 mark durine hi d we
the game and one (Mt Shreve) Who js cel. kids prepared 1o represent Ohio as well as to a g mark during hlsAcarecr and wagy
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. Comnor owns both a

. bachelor’s and master’s de-
gree from the University of
Akron.

Andrew and his wife, Tif-
fany, have been married 23
years. They have two chil-
dren, Zach (22) and Chelsea
(18).

JOE HAMMACK, Of-
fepsive Coordinater -
This veteran assistant coach
has spent his entire career
working under Connor.

After gradvating from In-
dian Creek and Californin
University of Pa., Hammack
has spent the last 135 years as
part of the Redskins” staff.

Hammack's work hasn’t
gone unnoticed. He was
named 2018 Big 22 Assis-
tant Offensive Coach of the
Year.

Joe and his wife, Crystal,
have two daughters, Bryn
and Alyvia,

ROB LUCAS, Defenslve
Backs, Wide Receivers -
This long-time assistant
coach has been an assistant
coach at Creek for the last
20 seasons.

All told, Lucas has 29
years of coaching experi-
ence. .

Lucas, who is a graduate
of Wintersville High School
and West Liberty, was &
three-sport standout in high
school, shining in baseball,
basketball and football.

Rob and his wife Janine
have three children, Braidy,
Avery and Brock.

MIKE VOLTZ, Line -
This long-time assistant has
been a consistent member of
the Connor staff for the last
10 years.

Voltz, who also has
coaching experience at Har-
rison Central, praduated
from Toronto High School
and Bethany College,
During his time at Creek,
he’s been g part of 10 con-
secutive winning seasons,

five playoff appearances .

apd an OVAC 5A title last
seasonm.

Mike has two sons, Zane
and Ryan.

DAVID KEMP, De-
fensive Backs, recelvers,
quarterbacks — This for-
mer Redskins standout is
the youngest member of the
staff, having graduated in
2012. '

Kemp . -~ a former
OVAC All-Siar player —
has been at Creek'for three
years. Alang with footbail,
he coaches middle school
track,

After high school, Kemp
attended Capital University.

JOE STROHMEYER,
Linebackers, receivers —
For the past three years,
Strohmeyer has been a part
of the Redskins’ staff.

All told, he has six years
of experience, having
gained three at his alma ma-
ter, Edison. ‘

Joe and his wife, Justyne,
reside in Steubenville.

MATT SHREVE, De-
fenslve Coordinator -
This former OVAC All-Star
player has taken over the
reins of the Redskins’ chief
defensive coach.

Shreve has been working
with Connor for four years.
Along with his football du-
ties, he also coaches wres-
tling.

Shreve, who attended
Martins Ferry and West
Liberty University, was
named a captain of the Chio
squad in 2008, .

Matt and his wife, Kayla,

have a son, Jackson.
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Connor, Eddy
Will Coach
InOVAC
All-Star Game

By SETH STASKEY
_For the News- r

The Ohio Valley’s kick off to football sea-
son — the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Football Game — js less than six weeks away.

The 74th annual affair is slated for Safur-
day, July 27 at Wheeling Island Stadiumn,

A parr of first-time coaches are set o lead
Team Ohio and West Virginia. Indian Creek’s
Andrew Connor and Parkersburg  South’s
Mike Eddy were chosen afler their teams’
str%rggm seasonshem 2018.

coaches are experiencing the game
from the perspective oﬁﬁm co%ch fo% the
first time. Actually, neither coach has been ig-
vo!vec[m any more than just a s I.
... This is such an honor for me,” Connor said.
Coaching in this game is one of those buck-
et-list coaching items for the guys in this val-
ley. To know the tradition and é.stoxy of this
game makes it a really big deal to me. My son
(Zach) F;IIId my brother (David) played in the
game, I've been attending since fdon’t know
when pretty much sitting in the same seat ev-
ggy nffgrt (ftha Wheeléxilgelsland Stadinm. It will
ve a rent
ga%e e lo hy place to watcﬁ the
onnor guided the Redskins to an 8-2 re-
cord, the OVAC Class SAﬁtleandabeéh[?n
the Division IV, Region 13 toumament. His
Redskins eamed the sixth seed, but fell at Hub-
bard in week one of the postseason, -

In the OVAC's new system of choosin g the
coaches, which it adopted for the 2018 game,
there was no guarantee that Connor would gar-
ner the invitation even though it was the big
school (Class 4A and SA) tum, That stems |
from St. Clairsville, which won the 4A title
owning a head-to-head win over the Redskins,

. “T've coached.in the Penn-Ohio twice, bt
1t seemed like whenever we’d have a éood
year or win the OVAC, it never fell on our tum
(o wﬁ:}cﬂ}ﬁm % eg]lti]sltsar game,” Connor said,
n they is year and off; '
chance, I jumped at it."y eredme the

Please see OVAC, Page B2
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INAILERS ANNOUNCE PRESEASON ‘OCHEDULE

Wheeling kicks off the 2019 preseason against Fort Wayne on

Friday, Oct. 4 at WesBanco Arena/{1
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Ohio Linebackers Ready to Make Impact

Connor believes players
can play both against
the pass and run

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer
WINTERSVILLE — Andrew Connor
and his coaching staff didn't just look
for glaymukers on the offensive side of
all when they selected their roster
for the 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mum-

ley All-Star Football Game.

The veteran Indian Creek head coach,
who will lead the Buckeye State against

the

of kids.

U

West Virginia on Saturday, July
27 at Wheeling Island Stadi-
um, focused on linebacker
play because of how in-
strumental it is to defen-
sive success.

“If you do not have
good linebackers, the
other stuff is all window
" Connor said.
“We feel like we've se-
lected a really good group

dressing,’

.“We've seen a lot of these
kids play and it’s nice to have them
on our team now.”

LINEBACKER
(Continued from Page 9)

CHASE CHICWAK,
Shenandoah —  This
former Zep re-wrote the
school records for tackles
under the watch of coach
Jesse Wells.

The 6-0, 190 pounder
finished his career with
a Shenandoah-best 439
tackles.

He was recognized
as All-Ohio three times
during his illustrious ca-
reer and twice earned the
coveled Eastern District
Defensive Player of the
Year. He was an All-East-
ern District pick three
times.

Chicwak, who plans to
attend Ohio Dominican, 18
the son of John Chickwak
and Lori Chicwak.,

HUNTER DENNIS,
River — This former Pi-
1ot shined on both sides of
the ball for Coach Mike
Flannery’s team.

The 5-9, 185 pound-
er had a-senior season In
which he logged 53 tack-
les, 27 of which were

solo. He also had a sack,
interception, three forced
fumbles and 15 tackles
for loss. On the offen-
sive side, he scored four
touchdowns and graded
out at 95 percent as a
blocking fullback.

Dennis was honorable
mention All-Eastern Dis-
trict and All-Valley.

Dennis is the son of
Rodney and Erica Dennis.

ERIK LULLA, Steu-
benville — This former
Big Red dandy was 2
key cog in the success of
Coach Reno Saccoccia’s
team the last couple of
SEAS0MNS.

The 6-0, 175 pound-
er was Big Red’s leading
tackler as both a junior

and senior. He also caught.

six touchowns from his
tight end spot.

Lulla was named all-
OVAC and second-team
All-Ohio as well as first-
team Ali-Eastern District.

Lulla, who plans to at-
tend Eastern Gateway

Community College, is
the son of Dave and Dawn
Lulla. .

EVAN SCHOB, Fort
frye — This former Ca-
det did was one of the
key contributors on both
sides of the ball for Coach
Eric Huck’s team that ad-
vanced to the Division VI,
Final Four.

The 5-9, 200 pounder
finished with some 1,100
yards and 15 touchdowns
rushing. He also logged
90 tackles from his mid-
dle linebacker spot.

Schob  was . named
all-Eastern District as a
rupning back, all-PVC,
all-OVAC and was a team
captain.

Along with football,
Schob 1s a member of the
OVAC’s Varsity Board
and attended Buckeye

Boys State in 2018.

Schob, who plans to
attend Ohio Valley Uni-
versity, is the son of Andy
and Candi Schob.

PO

T

includes  Shadyside’s Connor
Banco, Shenandoah’s Chase
Chicwak, River’s  Hunt-

Here’s a capsule look at the players:
CONNOR BANCO, Shadyslde — This
_ former Tiger was a standout on both sides of
er _Denms, Stcubenville’s the ball for Couch Mark Holenki’'s team.
Erik Lulla and Fort Frye’s  'The 6-feot-2, 205 pounder finished his
Evan Schob, will be able prep cireer with some 200 tackles and 12
to play boil against the sacks from his linebacker post. He also ac-
run and pass. cumulated some 2,600 yards tushing and
“This group cun stunt 1,000 yards receiving to go nlong with 60
well, gets to the ball well touchdowns.
and tackles well in spuce,”  Banco was twice named Al-Ohio and
Connor observed. “We're All-Eastern District.
really excited about these  Bunco, who plans to attend. Wheeling

guys.” Jesuit, is the son of Thomas and Jennifer
Both the Ohio and West Virgin- Banco.

> . 1a squads report to camp on Sunday at
Connor believes the group, which Bethany College.

Please see LINEBACKERS, Page 10
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er (David) played in the game, I've been attending since
I don’t know when pretty much sitting in the same seat ev-
ery year at Wheeling Island Stadium. It will be nice to have
a different place to watch the game from.”

Connor guided the Redskins to an 8-2 record, the OvVAC
Class 5A title and a berth in the Division 1V, Region 13
tournament. His Redskins earned the sixth seed, but fell at
Hubbard in week one of the postscason,

In the OVAC's new system of choosing the coaches,
which it adopted for the 2018 game, there wis no guar-
antee that Connor would gamer the invitation even though
it was the big school (Class 4A and 5A) turn. That stems
from St. Clairsville, which won the 4A title, owning a
head-to-head win over the Redskins,

“I've coached in the Penn-Ohio twice, but it seemed like
whenever we’d have a good year or win the OVAC, it nev-
er fell on our turn to coach i the all-star gane,” Connor
admitted. “When they called this year and offercd me the
chance, I jumped at it.”

The only hold up for Connor in accepting didn’t takc
long to get past. He wanted to rake sure his coaching staff
was on board 1o go with him.

“All of my coaches are just as excited as I am,” Connor
admitted. “A couple of them actually played in the game,
;0 they're excited to be back involved with it, too.”

EDDY is in a slightly different position. Since the sea-
son ended, Eddy has resigned from South and accepted the
head coaching position at Logan — a Division II school in
Ohio.

Eddy had committed to the all-star game before accept-
ing his new position. He received a blessing from his new
cmployer to coach the game.

“T had committed to the game and realized there wouldn't
be a conflict,” Eddy said. I look at it as a great way to go
out from our time at South.”

The Patriots finished last season 7-4 and qualified once
again to the West Virginia playoffs before falling to Hedg-
esville in the opening round.

Along with this being Eddy’s last opportunity to repre-
sent South one more time, it’s also the final time many of
his assistant coaches will do so as well.

“There has been a tremendous amount of turnover at
South,” Eddy admitted. “One of my assistants accepted the

job at Warren and several (coaches) went with him, but a
couple are staying at South, too. It's going to be a last hur-
rah, for all of us together, so to speak.”

This marks the first time Eddy has been involved with
the game. He’s been to it before as a spectator since South
has had p]a?;ers in it since its entry into the OVAC.

“Being chosen to coach in this game is an honor not only
for the persen, but for the entire school and community,”
Eddy said. “We had a tremendous season (at South) last
year and it led to this opportunity, so much of the credit

goes to the kids.”

Sunday,
June 16, 2019

OVAC All-Star grid coaches named

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sporis Editor

The Ohio Valley's kick off to
football season — the Rudy Mum-
ley OVAC All-Star Football Game
— is-less than six weeks away.

The 74th annual affair is slated
for Saturday, July 27 at Wheeling

Island Stadium.

A pair of first-time coaches are an
set to lead Team Ohio and West Vir-
ginia. Indian Creek’s Andrew Con-
nor and Parkersburg South’s Mike
Eddy were chosen after their teams’
stronf seasons in 2018.

Both coaches are experiencing the
game from the perspective of head
coach for the first time. Actually,

neither coach has been involved in

y more than just a spectator.

“This is such an honor for me,”
Connor said. “Coaching in this game
is one of those bucket-list coaching
items for the guys in this valley. To
know the tradition and history of
this game makes it a really big deal
‘to me. My son (Zach) and my broth-

Ses, OVAC, Page C3
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and all-conference lists and then laid out our depth chart
with how many quarterbacks, running backs and so on we
wanted.”

Once those spots were determined, Eddy turned to the
coach's nominations forms and relied heavily on the com-
inents that the coaches of the respective athletes had sup-
plied.

“I would say the entire process took us about 90 min-
utes,” Eddy said. “Plus, we still have a solid list of guys as
altérnates in case someone backs out in the last month or so
{before camp).”

Picking the roster isn’t as simple as lookmg at the names
and stats and taking the premier 31 players and kicker, Ob-
viously, fitting the system and spreading the roster spots
among positions aod schools is also o niecessity.

“Making sure you're able to meet the required number
(of schools) that the OVAC sets can be tough,” Connor
said. “We were fortunate though that a lot of the kids we
picked we had saw (play), so we had some information on
them.” -

Actually, the Ohio roster has a representative from 19
schools and of those eight schools have multiple picks.
There are fewer OVAC schools in West Virginia, but Eddy
still has a represeatation of 15 schaols and 10 of those have
more than player.

Each coach relished the opportunity to coach his own
players one more time. Connor has four of his own players
— Trent Bolek, Matt Mamula, Brennon Norris and Logan
Wilson - on the Ohio squad.

“Whenever you say good bye to your kids (after the sea-
son), you’re always hoping or wishing for one more chance
to be able to coach those guys,” Connor offered. “I feel
fortunate because this is the third time in nine years that
I’ve been able to coach an (area) all-star game and be able
to spend additional time with my guy. And obvmusly meet
a lot more great kids from the other schools.”

Eddy, meanwhile, selected Brayden Mooney and Nick
Yoho. Both played key roles in helping the Patriots claim a
West Virginia big-school playoff berth.

I arn really looking forward to another chance to spend
time with those guys,” Eddy said, “They re not only good
football players, but they're great kids.”

Along with Indian Creek, only Steubenville and Wheel-
ing Park garnered the maximum of four roster spots. The
Big Red representatives are Keonte Holmes, Erik Lulla, Ian
Phillips and Kwadre Wiiliams.

Representing Park once more will be Ryan McCave,
DeVaughn McWhorter, Jermain Snodgrass and ' Jack
Stakem.

The comp]ete rosters:
OHIO

Cade Hannahs, Barnesville; Joey Hoepfner, Bellaire;
Cole LaRoche, Bellaire; Tino Kusic, Bridgeport; ‘Trent
Valentine, Cambridge; Jalen Mormon, East Liverpool;
Bryce McAfoose, Edison; Evan Schob, Fort Frye; Cody
Gamble, Harrison Central; Tyler West, Harrison Central;
Trent Bolek, Indian Creek, Matt Marmula, Indian Creek;
Brennon Norris, Indian Creek; Logan Wilson, Indian
Creek; Drake Dobson, Martins Ferry; DeAndre Pugh, Mar-
ins Ferry; Davis Black, Meadowbrook; Owen Hartshom,
Manroe Central; Hunter Dennis, River; Connor Banco,
Shadyside; Andrew Jobe, Shadyside; Chase Chicwak,
Shenandoah; Dalton Rice, Shenandoah, Craig Bober, St.
Clairsville; Justin Heatherington, iSt. Clairsville; Brady
Lolb, St. Clairsville; Keondie Holes, Steubenvxl]e Erik
_uila, Steubenvﬂle' Tan Phillips, Stenbenville; Kwadre
Williams, Steubenville; Trent Wright, Toronto; Cal Kil-
jow, Union Local; Derrick Suggs, Wellsville,

:WEST VIRGINIA

vameron; Andrew Ritchea, Cameron;
y-Battelle; Andrew Zedell, Hundred;
shane Hercules, John Marshall; Chas McCool, John Max-
hall; Brady Willidms, John Marshall, Bastian Gehrer,
«insly; Jules Giove go, Linssly; Wyatt Hirt, Linsly; Gar-
ett Cook, Madonna} Gage Adams, Magnolia; Pat Mirandy,
vlagnolia; Sebastian Stickler, Magrloha Asron Alvarez,
viorgantown; Nick PeFehce Morgantown; Nick Malone,
viorgantown; Jackson Chaney, Qak Glen; Ryan Cross,
*aden City; Brayden Mooney, South; Nick Yoho, South;
onah Phares, University; Derek! Richardson, Universi-
y; Jake McCoy, Weir; Reed Reitter, Weir; Rob Valent,
Neir; Anthony Robbins, Wheeling Central; Luke Dupla-
ra, Wheeling Central; Vinny Mangino, thelmg Central;
yan McCave, Wheeling Park; DeVaughn McWhorter,
Wheeling Park; Jermain Snodgrass, Wheeling Park; Jack
itakem, Wheeling Park.

Hayden Hoge,
Tunter Brewer,

PORT
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OVAC All-Star grid rosters named

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Andrew Connor and Mike Eddy
are at the point now in their prepa-
rafions for next month’s OVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football

Gamie that they just simply wait.

The respective Ohio and West

Virginia head coaches have their

staffs in place and their rnsters are
now set, 100,
Both head coaches officially re-

" vealed their 32-man roster, which

will report to training camp at
ggthany College on Saturday, July

As is usvally the case for the
head coaches, getting the nomina-
tions trimmed down to 32 wasn’t
easy.

“There are so many good play-
ers that it can be tough to narrow
it down to 32,” Connor, who also
serves as the hiead coach at Indian
Creek, said. “We had our first team
picked, but then there are always
some kids you pick who decline

the opportunity for one reason or
another and you have to go back
and find a replacement.”

Eddy, who was the coach at
South last season and will most
west to Logan, Ohio this year,
said he and his staff had a meet- |
ing with the nomination forms and
post-season accolade listings and
went from there,

“T actually thought (the selec- '
tion - process) went well for us,”
Eddy said. “We took the all-state

See, OVAC Page C3 .
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West Virginia Will Have Plenty of Depth at WR

At least seven players

expected to see time

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intellipencer
PARKERSBURG — When a coach
plans to throw the ball a lot, having a mul-
titude of receivers to pick from is helpful.
Such is the case for the West Virginia
squad that will line up against Ohio in the
74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star
Football Game, which is slated for Wheel-
ing Island Stadium on Saturday, July 27.
Head Coach Mike Eddy has selected a
deep pool of no fewer than seven receivers
who are all expected to see time at that spot

'‘ORTS

when camp opens at Bethany Col- Robbins (Whee]in% Central) and  Along with football, Alvarez was a var-
lege on Sunday, July 21. Jack Stakem (Wheeling Park).  sity basketball player and a1 member of the
“You're going to see a lot “It's a very talented track team.

of kids rotating in because gmlIJ_EJ," Eddy said. Alvarez, who is the son of Vince and
we have a lot o% really good ere’s a capsule look at Kristine Alvarez, plans to attend Marietta
kids we can throw the%:-all the players: College. .

to,” Eddy said. “We'll be ON ALVAREZ, JAKE MCCOY, Weir — This former
meshing all kinds of dif- ¥ Morpgantown — This Red Rider had a highly productive career

former Mohigan played
on both sides of the ball
for Coach Mait Lacey’s
s%uad.

be 6-foot-3, 200 pounder

ferent skill sets, We could
get these kids to camp and
make the decision not to run
the ball cne time, but we're
still in a wait-and-see for that.” !
Set to compete for playing time recorded 24 tackles, two inter-
are Aaron Alvarez (Morgantown), ceptions and nine pass breakups as a
Jake McCoy (Weir), DeVaughn McWhort-  senior. )
er (Wheeling Park), Reed Reitter (Weir), Hewas recognized as first-teamn all-
Derek Richardsop (University), Anthony TRAC.

Wednesdoy, July 10, 2019

WR

(Continued from Page 11)
McCoy, who is the son
of Michael and Sunny Me-
Coy, plans to attend West
Virginin University.

ple-time

also named

Reitter  was
all-OVAC,
state performer. e was

under Coach Tony Filberto’s watch.

The 6-1, 180 pounder caught 38 balls
for 450 yards as a senior, which followed
up a 10-catch, 330-yard junior season.

McCoy was second-team all-state and
special mention all-OVAC.

Along with athletics, McCoy is also a
member of the National Honor Society.

Please see WR, Page 12
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Mike and his wife, Joni,
have two children, Lishea
and Avery.

The G-k 100 pound-
er shined at reeciver and
defensive  hucl tor the
Knights. He was named

mulit-
all-

a

First-team

nee B M T L . ol e ' l . .
DEV AUGHN ali-Valley twice. first-tewm all-slate - ane Cody Nutter, Line/Line-
MCWHORTER, Wheel-  Reitter played in the all-OVAC. cotball backers — This former West
ing Park — This former OVAC Al -Star  Basket-  Along “"”‘. I_nlnl )!a . Virginia football player has State
Patriots’ standoul shined ball Game and was part Robins was '\l_‘m‘t 'OI‘IH worked on the Patkots’ staff
on both sides of the ball of the Red Riders’ state in basketball, sorning all-

for Coach Chris Daugh- championship
erty’s teum.

The 5-10, 150 pound-
er caught 37 passes for
608 yards and nine touch-
downs. He ilso took three

and Danielle
to attend Wes

teams in track.
Reitter, whao is the son
of Bryon and Gina Reitler

for the past six years.

After graduating from
South, Nutter played for the
Mountaineers from 2007-
11.

Cedy and his wife, Jai-

state recognition amd u
berth in the OVAC All-
Stur Game. He also ran
truck.

Robhits, who is the son
of Dwayne Robbins and

sprint relay

Reed, plans
t Liberly.

graduating from Doylestown
Chippewa in Ohio, he at-
tended Ohio Dominican and
Blufton Universities.
also graduated from Ohio

Universities with a master’s
degree.

He'’s coached baseball at
Wirt County, basketball at
Pendleton County and was
part of the 2018 OVAC
championship baseball staff

OVAC game.

Lindamoond, who  has
speal the [ast several sea-
sons with the Patriots, will
join the staff at Warren Lo-
cal. All told, Lindamood
has eight years of football
coaching experience, He's
served as an  assistant at
Parkersburgh and the Uni-
versity of Charleston.

Lindamood - a former
standout in football, wres-

He

and West Virginia

WIS B . R TR HARD- Duniclle Whorten, plans mee, have two children, atSouth., tling and track ~ graduat-
h,c‘tgftgf_llgml:é\ fg}rdll églltli SODI\EI}Jl;llﬁ'eri‘ll{\%I—AThiH o altend West Liberty. Roane (3) and Bayne (11  He’s coached football at ed from Parkersburg High
rgcr tuckles ugnod broke up former Mawk wis a big- JACK STAKIEM. months). - South for three years. ~ School, Ohio Valley Uni-
reer tuckje: play threat for Couch Wheeling Park ~ This Bryan Youngblood, Bryan and his wife, versity and the University of
- bﬁcWI{d rter was  an Johin Kelley's team. former  Patiol pui o forih Tight Ends/Defensive Line Heather, have a daughter, Charleston.

all-state pick as o senfor  ‘The 6-4, 220 pounder a career 1o remember for ~ This veteran coach has Evelyn(14). Joey is engaged to Kelsey

along with all-OVAC.
On top of football,
McWhorler was o three-

yards and 7
a8 1 senior.

year letterman in basket- He also ¢
ball and track as well, tackles, lour
McWhorter, who plans o sack.

to attend Bethany Col-
lege. is the son ol Michael

Neil und Tracy McWhort- where he ser

er captain. Away  Trom Tootboli,
'REED REITTER, He's also o member ql' Stakenr  was i miulie-
Weir — This former the National Honor Soci- Je-year starler in basket-

Red Rider was a standout
in all three facets of the
aame o Filberto’s feam.
The 6-4, 215 pound-
er ciuveht 67 posses for
1,190  yards and 10
touchdowns. As 4 Kick-
er, he scored 99 points
and averaged 44 yards
per kick on kickofls. He
was also the punter with i
36.7 yards per punt aver-
age. He logged 16.5 solo
tackles and 48 assists.

Scholar.

son of Steve
Richardson,

versity,

BINS, Whee
This for
Knight wis
tributor for

ship squad.

INSIDE
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A

T I TR AT

caught 29 passes for 527

Away from football, he
was 4 standout n jacrosse

ety and was named an AP

Richardson, who is the

tend West Virginia Uni-

ANTHONY

Young’s state champion-

Couch Dangherty s temm.
The 5.9, 165 pounder
wits o three-year starter and
tinished winh 1604 cuteh-
ey lor 100 vurds and
18 twuchdowns, e was
named  second-tewm atl-

been around the block, .but
he's worked with Eddy for
just three seasons. '
Youngblood is well trav-
eled in his career, After

touchdowns

ollected 29
for loss and

Joey Lindamood, Run-
ning Backs/Defensive Line
— This former South assis-
tant will work under Eddy
for the final time during the

Snyder. He has two children
— Fallon and Abram.

Matt  Kimes, Quarter-
backs, defensive backs, of-
fensive coordinator — This
former Parkersburg Big Red

stute as a senjor afong with

ved us team afi-TRAC and all-Valley.

il

standout has been the chief
offensive coach since 2013,
. Kimes, who owns two
West Virginia state titles as
an assistunt at Parkersburg,
15 slated to move to Warren

FEFEG

Stakem was slso nctive

. asn
in the school, He was

4176 s
2 /ill

QW Top Agent Laocal for the upcoming sea-

member ol the National
Honor Society. Drug Free
‘Club. Leadersiip Wheel-
ing, Natonl Technical
Honer Socicly and o vol-
unteer (or Special Olym-
pics.

-and Valeric
plans to at-

ROB-
ling Central
mer Maroon

114,900

72863 BRIARWOOD DR., PIEDMONT

Nice Lake Houss within waking disiance of your
own dock| The private javet half acre lat has planly
of rooem far fire pit areas and ampls parking. A3 new
roal, ismace ond wirdows] Enjoy paacafl evanings
on the deck and sun filed days boating on the lake!

Call Holdl Ritay & 740-159-0336

son. Along with his feotball
duties, he coached baseball
at Parkersburg from 2003
until 2010,

Matt and his wife Kristen
have three children, Kendall

Stakem. who is the son
of Lric and Raren Stakem.
plans to aticnd the Univer-
sity ol Charleston,

a key con-
Coucli Mike

(10), Karsen (8) and Katyn
(6).
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OVAC game to be em

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sporis Edtior

PARKERSBURG Regardless if
West Virginia wins or loses the 74th annu-
al OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football
Game, it’s sure to be an emotional evening
for Mike Eddy and his coaching staff.

Eddy — the now former Parkersburg
South High School head coach — will guide
the Mountain State and spend the week with
his coaches for the final time, He’s accepted
a job at Logan High School in Ohio and the th
majority of staff at South are either staying

te

there or embarking on other oppor-{
tunities. i

for several years and we all have a
great relationship,” Eddy said, “It’s
important to be with these guys one
more time."”

big for Eddy when the OVAC ex-

the game.

o

and that makes (coaching) together
even easier. It's definitely going to
be an emotional time.”
d| Eddy and the Mountain State
staff will report to Bethany College
on Sunday, July 21 to open camp
in preparation for the game, which
will be held six days later at Wheel-
'ing Island Stadium,

Joining Eddy on the sideline will
be Cody Nutter, Bryan Youngblood, Joey
Lindamood, Matt Kimes and Zach Walls.

Here's a capsule ook at the coaches who

“I’ve known a lot of these guys

Knowing that opportunity was

nded the invitation to coach in ™

*“The bond of a staff is as important as
e bond between the players,” Eddy said.

“Our guys are al} friends away from football submitted information:

otional time for Eddy

 Mike Eddy, Head Coach — This coach-
ing veteran has been well traveled in his 21
years of being involved with football,

With 10 years of head coaching experi-
ence, Eddy has spent the last six seasons at
Parkersburg South, but during this offsea-
son, he accepted the head coaching job at
Logan High School in Ohio.

Prior to arriving at South, Eddy coached
at Magnolia, Parkersburg and Gallia Acad-
emy.

Eddy graduated from Tyler County and
Fairinont State. .

. See, OVAC, Page B2
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SULLIVAN STICKING AROUND
The Pittsburgh Penguins have signed coach Mike

Sullivan to a 4-year extension/9

| Satunbay,
Jury 6, 2019

West Virginia Backfield Will Have Plenty of Options

Eddy believes RB
position could be
one of the deepest

“For the flow of our offense,
we like a dual-threat kind of
guy at quarterback, so I am
interested to see what these
guys can do there because
we just don't want to sling
the ball all over the field,”

how to defend many of the candi-
dates, so now they’ll have the
opportunity to coach them
rather than stop them.
With so many options
available, Eddy believes
the backfield could one [,

said.
“They ull have good open-field speed,

but some of those guys are physical,

bruising-type guys. We think we can go
two-back offense if we need to.”
Here’s a capsule look at the players
who have returned information sheets:
GAGE ADAMS, Magnolia — This

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intellipencer
PARKERSBURG - (
his coaching staff sat down with the
nominations for the 74th annual OVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game
and recognized many of the names they

had to choose from.

Because they had some restless nights ' [ 4
during the segson trying to figure out nolia's Patrick Mirandy.

ike Eddy and

dium.

of the deepest positions Y
on the West 1
ia roster for the gome
against Ohio, which is
slated for Salurda{, July
27 at Wheeling Islan

Virgin-

Battling for the
ties will be Linsly's

Eddy said.

In the mix at running
back are Cameron’s An-
drew Ritchea, Hundred’s
Andrew Zedell, john Mar-
shall’s Chas McCool, Magno-
lia’s Gage Adams and South's

Nick Yoho.

“There is going to be a lot of versa-
tility in the backs we’ve chosen,” Eddy

feam.

d Sta-

uarterback du- gles.

yatt Hirt and Mag-

former Blue Eagle shined on both sides
of the ball for Coach Dave Chapman’s

The 5-foot-6, 145 pounder finished

with 91 tackles, 49 of which were solo.
He also carried the ball for the Blue Ea-

Please see BACKFIELD, Page 8

BACKFIELD

{Continued from Page 7)

Adams was named {first-
team all-OVAC and hon-
orable mention all state.

Adams, who is the son
of Kelly and Misty Adams
of New Martinsville, plans
to attend West Virginia.

WYATT HIRT, Lins-
ly — This former Cadet

narterback was solid in
the pocket for Coach B.J.
Depew’s team.
he 6-4, 190 pounder
passed for 1,376 yards
and 15 touchdowns in just
seven games because of an
injury.

Hirt was a three-year
starter and team captain.
He was,.named to the all
Times Leader team in
2017.

Hirt, who plans to at-
tend California, Pa., is
the son of Todd Hirt and
Debbie Harden-Vigas and
resides in Cannonsburg.

CHAS MCCOOIL,
John Marshall — This
former Monarch shined on
both sides of the ball for
Coach Jason WIiis’ team.

The 5-11, 200 pounder
rushed for 402 vyards and
gight touchdowns as a se-
nior. He also caught two
touchdowns. Defensively,
fie recorded 44 solo tack-
les and seven assists.
Away from football,
McCool is a member of
‘he National Honor Soci-
:ty, Drug Free Club and
solunteered for Speical

Aympics  and iracle
-eague.
cCaol, who pians

o attend West Virginia,
5 the son of Robert and
J;l/[clia McCool of Mounds-
rille.

PATRICK MIRAN-
Y, Magnolla — This
ormer Blue Eagle was
Luite versatile for Coach
‘hapman’s offense.

He accounted for 2,257
‘ards of offense and 28

touchdowns. He is also a
solid placekicker, convert-
ing 30 PATSs and two field
goals.

Mirandy was named
first-team afl-state and all-
OVAC. He also lettered in
baseball and track,

Mirandy, who plans
to attend West Virginia,
is the son of Patrick and
Holly Mirandy of New
Martinsville.

ANDREW RITCHEA,
Cameron — This former
Dragon was a workhorse
for then coach Scott Holt’s
offense.

The 5-9, 160 pounder
carried the ball 15] times
for 1,800 yards and 29
touchdowns.

Ritchea was named
first-team all-OVAC for
his efforts.

Ritchea, who is the son
of Fred and Jennifer Reyn-
olds of Cameron, plans
to attend West Virginia
Northern.

NICK YOHO, Park-
ersburg South — This
former Patriot shined at a
bevy of spots for Eddy’s
teamn the Iast several sea-
sOns.

The 5-11, 195 pound-
er rushed for 1,291 yards
and also had 450 yards re-
ceiving.

He scored 27 touch-
downs. Defensively, he
logged 99 tackles, includ-
ing 11 for loss. He also.
broke up three passes and
picked off one,

Yoho was named first-
teum all-state, all-OVAC
and all-TRAC.

Yoho, who will be a
preferred  walk om  for
the WVU football team,
was also a member of
the National Honor Soci-
ety, Drug Free Club and
played baseball.

Yoho is the son of Gary
and Nicole Yoho of Min-
eral Wells.

Eddy announces
W.Va. receivers

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

ARKE he
RSBURG — When a coach plans to throw th
bnﬁ a lot, having a multitude of receivers to pick from is
e irginia squad that wili line
his the case for the West Virginia squa
upsz;];ﬁnst Ohio in the 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumlley
All-Star Football Game, which is slated for Wheeling Is-
i n Saturday, July 27.
Im&eszltc?%légz:g Mike Edgy has selected a deep pool of no
fewer than seven receivers who are all expected to sec time
at that spot when camp opens at Bethany College of Sun-
1‘ ' - - »
dayYJcl)]lllyrg going to see a lot of kids rotaling in becausri
we have a lot of really good kids we can throw the bal
to,” Eddy said. “We’ll be meshing all kinds of dlffel'elllll
skill sets, We could get these kids to camp and make the

decision not to run the ball one time, but we’re still in a

wait-and-see for that.”
Set to compele I{gr
B k), R i ir), Derek Richardson’
ling Park), Reed Reitter (Weir), Dere
%grﬂir?:rlsi%)'), Anthony Robbins (Wheeling Central) and
Jack Stakem (Wheeling Purk),.‘ )
“Tt's a very talented group,” Eddy said.

fee BENNV Pano A7

laving time are Aaron Alvarez (Mor-
Cpo; (\%Veir), DeVaughn McWhorter

° Eddy

Continued from Page B1

Here's a cupsule look at the players:

AARON ALVAREZ, Morsantown
— This former Mohigan played on
both sides of the ball for Couch Mart
Lacey’s squad.

The 6-3, 200 pounder recorded 24
tackles, two interceptions and june
pass breakups as a senior,

He was recognized as first-team ali-
TRAC.

Along with footbali, Alvarez was a
virsity basketball player and a member
of the truck team.

Awron, who is the son of Vince and
Kristine Alvarez, plans 1o attend Mari-
ctia College.

JAKE MCCOY, Weir — This for-
mer Red Rider bad a highly productive
carcer under Coach Tony Filberto's
wilch.

The 6-1, 180 pounder caught 38
bulls for 450 yards as a senjor, which
iollowed up & 10-caieh, 330-yard ju-
RO Seas01.

MceCoy wus sccond-team all-state
and special mention all-OVAC,

Along with athletics, MeCoy is also
a member of the National Honor So-
ciely.

Jake, who is the son of Michael and
Sunny McCoy, plans to aitend Wesd
Virginia University.

DEVAUGHN MCWIHORTIER,
Wheeling Park — Phis former Patri-
ots” standout shined on boih sides of
the ball for Couch Chris Daugherty’s
team.

The 5-10. 150 pounder caught 37
panses Tor 608 yards and nine touch-
downs. He ulso took three Kickolfs
back for a louchdown. He logeed 90
career tackles and broke up 20 passes.

MceWhorter was an all-state pick as
asenior along with all-OVAC.

On top of football, McWhorter was
i three-year letteroan in basketball
and frack as well,

DeVaughn, who plans 10 attend
Betluny College. is the son of Michacl
Neil and Fracy MeWhorter.

REED REITTER. Weir — This for-
nier Red Rider was o stardout in all
three facels of e ganie for Filberto™s
teum,

The 6-4, 215 pounder caught 67
passes for 1190 yards and 10 (ouch-
downs. As a Kicker, lie scored 99
points and averaged 4 vards per Kick
on Kickofls. He was afso the punter
with o 30.7 yurds per pont average.
He dogaed 16,5 selo tackles and 48
HERYEYE

Reitter was o multiple-time  all-
OVAC, all-stie performer. e was
also named first-tewn all-Vatley twice.

Reitier played in the OVAC All-
Star Baskethall Gamie and was part of
the Red Riders' stute championship
sprint relay tems inirack,

Reed, who is the son of Bryon and
Gina Reitter aud Danielle Reed, plans
To allerd West Liberty,

DEREK RICHARDSON, Univer-
siy = This Tormer Hawk was a big-
play threat for Couch John Kelley's
tewn.

The 6-4, 220 pounder caught 29
passes dor 527 yunds and 7 louch-
downs as o senior, {le also collected
29 tackies. four for loss and a suck.

Away from foothal), he was a stand-
oul in laciosse wheie he served as
team eaptiein, s also o member of
the Nuvional Honar Socicty omd was

mmed an AP Scholar,

Derek, who is the son ol Steve and
Valerie Richardson, plans to attend
West Virginia University.

ANTHONY ROBLINS. Wheeling
Central ~ "This former Maroon Knight

wils u Key contributor for Coach Mike

Young's state championship squad.

The 6-4, 190 pounder shined at
receiver and defensive back lor the
Knights. e was named (irst-team all-
stade and all-OVAC,

Along with football, Robbins was o
standout in basketball, carnin g all-state
recognition and a berth in the OVAC
All-Star Game.

He also ran track.

Antheny, who is the son of Dwayne
Robbins and Danieile Whorton, plans
to atlend West Liberty,

JACK STAKEM, Wheeling Park
— This former Patriot put forth a ca-
reer 1o remember for Coach Daugh-
Crty’s team.,

The 5-9, 165 pounder was a three-
year starter and finished with 104
catches for 1,496 yards and 18 touch-
downs.

He was numed second-team uil-state
a5 4 senior along with all-TRAC and
all-Valley.

Awuay from football, Stakem was a
multiple-year staiter in basketball.

Stakem was also aclive in the
school. e was a member of the Na-
tionul Honor Society., Drug Free Club,
Leadership Wheeling, National Tech-
nical Honor Sociely and a volunieer
for Special Olympics.

Juck, who is the son of Eric and Kar-
cn Stakem, plans to atlend 1he Univer-
sity of Charleston.



Saturday,
July 6, 2019

‘Virginia;
| sets backfield
|for OVAC ASG

By SETH STASKEY
i | Times Leader Sporte Editor

PARKERSBURG - Mike
Eddy and his coaching staff sat
down with the nominations for
the 74th annual OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game
and recognized many of the
names they had to choose from.

Becanse they had some rest-
less nights during .the season
trying to figure out how to de-
fend mapy of the candidates, so
now they’ll have the opportunity
to coach them rather than stop
them., ,

With so many optiens avail-
able, Eddy believes the backfield
could one of the deepest posi-
tions on the West Virginia roster
for the game against Ohio, which
is slated for Saturday, July 27 at
Wheeling Island Stadium,

Battling for the quarterback
duties will be Linsiy’'s Wyatt
Hirt and Magnolia’s Patrick Mi-
randy. .

“For the flow of our offense,
we like a dual-threat kind of guy
at quarterback, so I am interest-
ed to see what these guys can
do there because we just don't
want to sling the ball all over the
field,” Eddy said.

In the mix at running back
are Cameron’s Andrew Ritches,
Hundred’s Andrew Zedell, John
Marshall’s Chas McCool, Mag-
nolia’s Gage Adams and South’s
Nick Yoho.

“There i going to be a lot of
versatility in the backs we've
chosen,” Eddy .
said.  “They
all have good
open-field
speed, but
some of those
guys are phys-
ical,  bruis-
ing-type guys.
We think we
can go two-back offense if we
needto.”

.| Here’s a capsule look at the
i | players who have returned infor-
mation sheets:

GAGE ADAMS, Magno-
lia — This former Blue Eagle
shined on both sides of the ball
for Coach- Dave Chapman’s
team. ;

The 5-foot-6, 145 pounder
-4 finished with:91 tackles, 49 of
which were solo. He also carried
the ball for the Blue Eagles.

Adams wag named first-team
all-OVAC and honorable men-
tion all state.,

Adams, who is the son of
Kelly and Misty Adams of New
Martinsville, plans to attend
West Virginia.

WYATT HIRT, Linsly -
This former Cadet quarterback
was solid in the pocket for Coach
B.J. Depew’s team.

The 6-4, 190 pounder passed
for 1,376 yards and 15 touch-
downs in just seven games be-
cause of an injury.

Hirt was a three-year starter
and team captain. He was named
to the all Times Leader team in
2017.

Hirt, who plans to attend Cal-
ifornia, Pa,, 18 the son of Todd
Hirt and Debbie Harden-Vigas
and resides in Cannonsburg.

CHAS MCCOOL, John
Marshall — This former Mon-
arch shined on both sides of the
ball for Coach Jason WIllis’
teanL. _ -

The 5-11, 200 pounder
rushed for 402 yards and eight
touchdowns as a senior. He also
caught two touchdowns. Defen-
sively, he recorded 44 solo tack-
les and seven assists,

Away from football, McCool

See, OVAC, Page B2

&
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. Continued from Page B1-

is a member of the National Honor Society, Drug Free
Club and volunteered for Speical Olympics and Miracie
League.

‘McCool, who plans to attend West Virginia, is the son of
Robert and Lydia McCool of Moundsville.

PATRICK MIRANDY, Magnolla — This former Blue
Eagle was quite versatile for Coach Chapmian’s offense.

He accounted for 2,257 yards of offense and 28 touch-
downs. He is also a solid placekicker, converting 30 PATs
and two field goals.

Mirandy was named first-team all-state and all-OVAC.
He also lettered in baseball and track.

Mirandy, who plans to attend West Virginia, is the son of
Patrick and Holly Mirandy of New Martinsville.

ANDREW RITCHEA, Cameron - This former Drag-
on was a workhorse for then coach Scott Holt's offense.

The 5-9, 160 pounder carried the ball 151 times for
1,800 yards and 29 touchdowns.’ :

Ritchea was named first-team all-OVAC for his cfforts.

Ritchea, who is the son of Fred and Jennifer Reynolds of
Cameron, plans to attend West Virginia Northern.

KICK YOHO, Parkersburg South — This former
Patriot shined at a bevy of spots for Eddy's tcam the last
several seasons.

The 5-11, 195 pounder rushed for 1,291 yards and also
had 450 yards receiving. He scored 27 touchdowns. De-
fensively, he logged 99 tackles, including 11 for loss. He
also broke up three passes and picked off one.

Yoho was named first-team all-state, all-OVAC und all-
TRAC. ‘ ‘

Yoho, who will be a‘preferred walk on for the WVU
football team, was also a member of the National Honor
Society, Drug Free Club and played baseball.

Yoho is the son of Gary and Nicole Yoho of Mineral
Wells,

MConnOr names
backﬁeld for
OVAC ASG

By SETH STASKEY

Times Loader Sports Editor

WINTERSVILLE . — Andrew Connor
and the Ohio-coaching staff know that being
versatite offensively is going to be a key in-
gredient for success at the 74th OVAC Rudy
Murmnley All-Star Football Game.

And that was clearly the mindset when he
and his staff selected their quarterbacks and
running backs for the game, which is slated
for Saturday, July 27 at Wheeling Island Sta-
dium.

Connor recently announced that Indi-
an Creek’s Brennon Norris and Meadow-
brook’s Davis Black are expected to see most
of the quarterback duties, while St. Clairs-
ville's Brady Kolb, Hari-
son Central’s Tyler West
and Wellsville’s Dermick
Suggs will work as Tun-
ning backs in camp, which
opens on Sunday, July 21
at Bethany College,

“Both  (guarterbacks)
are very knowledgable,
handle and do a lot of )
things well,” Connor said. “They really give
us & good, one-two punch. I am excited to
watch them in camp.”

As for the running backs, Connor is glad
to see same of these guys on his side finaily.

“Y am glad 1 don’t have to defend some of
these kids anymore,” Connor joked. “They
really give us the-capability to run the ball
well. We have good speed guys, a good pow-
er runner and they all allow us to have mul-
tiple ways to attack with the running game.
With a short week to prepare, we have to be
able to run the ball well.”

Here's a capsule look at the players, who
has returned information sheets:

DAVIS BLACK, Meadowbrook — This
former Colt had a huge senior season in Jead-
ing then coach Jeff Twiddy’s team to the re-

Ses, QVAC, Page C2

o QVAC

Cantinued from Page C1

gional championship game.

Black completed 19-0f-206 piss-
cs for 2,404 yurds and 23 touchdowns,
He was picked off just three times. He
abso addee 352 yards and nine touch-
downs rushing.

Black’s fine season caraed him first-
team all-Olio, Eustern District Ollen-

sive Player of the Year ond he played

in the Chio North-South All-Star

- Game.

Also i standout ip basketball where
Iie carned ficst-tcam ®1-Ohio, Black
led the Colts to three consccuiive
OVAC titles.

Away from athletics, Bluck is a
member of DCA and DECA.

Davis, who plans 1o atiend the Uni-

versity of Charleston, is the son of

Trent and Jude Blaclk of Byesvilke.

BRADY KOLB, 5i. Clairsville
— This former Red Devil back was
a hard-nosed runner for Coach Brett
McLean’s team.

The O-foot, 230 pounder wis a
workhorse for 8. C.. accumulating
2,081 yards and 31 touchdowns on

324 corries. e fimished his coreer
with better than 3,600 virds and 52
rushing 1ouchdowins.

Kolb was named  frst-tean abl-
Ohio and all-Rastern District, He was
also abl-OVAC, sfl-Biickeye 8 and all
Times Leader.

He was o three-time all-Ohio selec-
tion beganse he curied the accolade as
a sophamore on the delensive side of
the ball,

Away from Fothall, Kolb wis ac-
live in Spanish Club, Staying Clean
Club, Ping Pong Club and Chamber
Choir.

Brady. who plans to attend Wheel-
iy Jesuit, Is the son of Brian and Amy
Kolb of St Clairsville.

BRENNON NORRIS, Indian Creek
— This former Redskin quarierback
wis i muili-year stadout for Connor’s
team. but saw his sepior season fimiled
to two games because of injury.

The 6-1, 175 pounder passed for
2,467 yards and 16 tonchdowns in his
career against 11 intereeptions.

Norris was named all-OVAC as a

juntor and received the school’s Joe
Fortunato Player of the Year Award.

Away from football, Norris lettered
three years in basketball, He was a
member of the National Honor Society
and Key Club.

Brennon, who plans to atiend
Wheeling Jesuit, is the son of Chad
and Jodi Norris of Wintersville.

TYLER WEST. Harrison Centril
~ This fonmer Huskie standout wis
electric with the ball in his hands lor
Coach Anthony Hayes® squad.

‘The 5-9, 156 pounder russhed for
$50 yards and nine touchdowns and
also caught 32 passes for 640 yards
and 12 more touchdowns in 2018,

West was named third-tecam all-
Ohio, first-tcam all-Eastern Distriet,
all-OVAC, all-Buckeye 8 and all
Times Leader.

West leaves Harrison Central as the

all-time scoring leader with 70 touch- &

downs.
Tyler is undecided about his future
plans.
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Versatility at QB, RB Is Key for O

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register

WINTERSVILLE ~ Andrew Connor
and the Ohio coaching staff know that
being versatile offensively is going to be
a key ingredient for success at the 74th
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football
Game.

And that was clearly the mindset when
he and his staff selected their quarterbacks
and running backs for the game, which is
siated for Saturday, July 27 at Wheeling
Island Stadjum.

Connor recently announced that Indian
Creek’s Brennon Norris and Meadow-
brook’s Davis Black are expected to see
most of the quarterback duties, while St.

of these kids anymore,” Con-
nor joked. “They really give
us the capability to run the
ball well. We have good
speed guys, a good pow-
er runner and they all al-
 low us to have multiple
ways to attack with the
running game. With a
. short week to prepare, we
have to be able to run the
ball well.”

Clairsville’s Brady Kolb, Harri-
son Central’'s Tyler West and
Wellsville's Dermrick Suggs
will work as running backs
in camp, which opens on
Sunday, July 21 at Bethany
College.

“Both (quarterbacks) are
very knowledgable, handle
and do a lot of things weli,”
Connor said. *They really give
us a good, one-two punch. I am
excited to watch them in camp.” Here’s a capsule ook at the

As for the running backs, Connor is players, who has returned informa-

glad to see some of these guys on his side tion sheets:
finally. DAVIS BLACK, Meadowbrook -

“T am glad I don't have to defend some This former Colt had a huge senior season

ORTS

hio Offense
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Shadyside Football/C3
NBA News/C4
Vazquez/C5

in leading then coach Jeff Twiddy’s team
to the regional championship game.

Black completed 119-0f-206 passes for
2,404 yards and 23 touchdowns. He was
picked off just three times. He also added
352 yards and nine touchdowns rushing.

Black's fine season earned him first-
team All-Ohio, Eastern District Offensive
Player of the Year and he played in the
Ohio North-South Al-Star Game.

Also a standout in basketball where he
earned first-team All-Ohio, Black led the
Colts to three consecutive OVAC titles.

Away from athletics, Black is n member
of DCA and DECA, ’

Please see Ohle, Page C2
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; {Continued from Page 9)
Continued from Page C1 . . NICK DEFELICE
Black, who plans to attend the Univer-  The 6-1, 175 pounder passed for 2,467 Morgantown —  This

sity of Charleston, is the son of Trent and yards and 16 touchd in hi
! . I8 owns in |
Jut]i;e Black of Byesville. against 11 interceptions. e e
TthADY KOLB, St. Clairsville —  Norris was named AIFOVAC as a ju-
s former Red Devil back was a hard- nior and received the school’s Joe Fortu-
?e?]izd runner for Coach Brett McLean’s nato Player of the Year Award.
. Away from football, Norris lett
The 6-foot, 230 pounder was a work- three years in basketball, He w:fs uamil;?lc-!

horse for St. C., accumulating 2,081 vards ber i i
and 31 touchdowns on 32% can'ieg He Clut?.f the Nationa1 Henor Society and Key

finished his career with better than 3,600 Norris, who plans to a i
yards and 52 rushing touchdowns. Jesuit, is the 501}1) of Chad gﬁgaoﬁghﬁlﬂﬁg
Iﬂsl:olb was *named first-team  All-Ohio of Wintersville. '
zénVAACH-Egsute]gn District. He was also All- TYLER WEST, Harrison Central —
pva ’H -Buckeyz 8 and All Times This former Huskie standout was electric
Leas er. He was a three-time All-Chio se- with the ball in his hands for Coach An-
ection becatse he earned the accolade as a thony Hayes’ squad.
sophomore on the defensive side of the ball. ~ The 5.9, 156 pounder rushed for 8§30
Away from football, Kolb was active in yards and nine touchdowns and also
Spanish Club, Staying Clean Club, Ping caught 32 passes for 640 yards and 12
Pong Club and Chamber Choir, more touchdowns in 2018, .
Kolb, who plans to attend Wheeling Je- ~ West was named third-team Al-Ohio
suit, is the son of Brian and Amy Kolb of first-team All-Eastern  District, All-

St. Clairsville. OVAC, All-Buckey i
BRENNON NORRIS, Indlan Creck Leader, 0 © 19 All Times

— This former Redskin quarterback was  West | i
! : eaves Harrison Central as the all-
a multi-year standout for Connor’s team, time scoring leader with 70 much:;lowns.l

but saw his senior season limited to tw i i
[ § (o] West is undec i
games because of injury, plans. ided about his- future

NFL Orriciating Guinic

NFL. officials will gather for their annual summer clinic after
league owners voted earlier this year to ailow pass interference
or non-calls to be challenged by coaches/i1

former Mohigan caused
all sorts of problems for
opposing teams from his
defensive end spot.

. The 6-0, 190 pounder

posted 20 tackles, 13 as-
! sists, 3.5 sacks and five
" lackles for loss en route
to earning all-OVAC
and honorable mention
all-state for Coach Matt

Lacy’s team.

DeFelice is also a mem-
ber of Athlete’'s Edge
Club, Ski Club aand Ge-
ography Awareness Club.

DeFelice, who plans to
attend West Virginia Uni-
versity, is the son of An-
thony and Kim DeFelice.

LUKE DUPLAGA,
Wheellng Central -~
This  former Maroon

; Knight was a two-way
mainstay for Coach Mike
Young's team.

The 3-8, 245 pounder
was o key cog in the last
two slate title teams and
earned all-state accolades.

Duplaga is the son of
Mike and Alyssa Duplaga.

SHANE HERCULES,
John Marshall — This
former Monarch  held

down the fort at left tack-
le for Coach Jason Willis’
team.
The 6-5, 315 pounder
was named special men-
&

ﬁh@ @M@ﬂﬂﬁgmmm

tion all-OVAC and was a
‘Block of Granite’ nemi-
nee.

Hercules, who plans to
attend West Liberty, is the
son of Teresa Manhaney.

HAYDEN HOGE,
Comeron - This for-
mer Dragon was a key {0
the offensive success by
Coach Scott Helt’s team
from the goard spot.

The 6-1, 240 pounder
earned all-OVAC and spe-
cial mention all-state.

Along with football,
Hoge was a standout wres-
tler and also a member of
the Drug Free Club.

Hopge is the son of Mar-
cie Hoge.

A\ Y MANGINO,
Wheeling Central — This
former Maroon Knight
was tough to block at de-
fensive end for Young’s
squad.

Mangine earned all-
state accolades for the
third consecutive season
and was once again named
all-OVAC as he helped
lead the Knights to the
Class A state title.

Mangino, who is the
son of Susan Mangino and
Anthony Mangino, plans
to attend West Liberty.

RYAN MCCAVE,
Wheeling Park — This
former Patriot standout
was an anchor for Coach

Chris Daugherty’s line.
The 6-5, 300
pounder was named first-
team all-TRAC for his fine
campaign.
Along
with football, McCave is a
member of the Drug Free

Club.

McCave,
who is the son of John and
Tammy McCave, plans to
attend West Liberty.

ROBERT
VALENTI, Welr — This
former Red Rider was a
two-way tackle for Coach
Tony Filberto’s squad,
The
6-4, 290 pounder earned
a myriad of accolades,
including all-OVAC, spe-
cial mention all state and
he took part in the North-
South All-Star Game last
month.
Valenti, who is
the son of Robert and Kar-
en Valenti, plans to attend

West Virginia.
BRADY

WILLIAMS, John Mar-
shall — This former Mon-
arch lined up at center and
along the defensive line
for Willis’ team.

Williams earned his
third letter and was named
second-team all-TRAC af-
ter a fine season.

Williamns is the son of
Crystal and Jc%n Kielbasa,

Juwy 13, 2019

West Virginia Linemen Ready for All-Star Game

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING - Mike Eddy admitted
during his tenure at Parkersburg South
his teams never boasted & tremendous
amount of size.

As he prepares to coach his final game
in the state of West Virginia before he
begins his tenure at Logan High School
in Ohio, Eddy is anxiously awaiting the
chance to get to camp at Bethany Col-
lege and work with the group of line-
men he’s assembled for the OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Game, which is slated
for Saturday, July 27 at Wheeling Island
Stadium.

“I’l] be nice to be able to coach peo-
ple who look like offensive linemen,”

Eddy joked. “We were undersized

at South, but we have a nice- %
sized group of kids now. I %)
really like this group.” /

Eddy is familiar with /
many of the Elayers he ]
and his coaching staff |, %
chose after having played &
against many of them
during the course of the
Season.

*“The kids are mobile and
athletic for their size,” Eddy -
said. “It doesn’t matter the level do like the depth we have.”
of football or whether it’s an all-star Vying for time in the trenches when
game or not. Games are won and lost up camp opens a week from Sunday will be
tfront. We feel like we have some Kids Ryan Cross (Paden City), Nick DeFelice
who can lock up on guys and move them (Morgantown), Luke Duplaga (Wheel-

around the field.”

While the offensive line is a
bigger group, Eddy doesn’t
mind having smaller de-
fensive linemen.

“We like those kids to
gl be aggressive and want
those guys to move a ljt-
4 tle bit better,” Eddy said.

“Most our (defensive)
7 linemen ninr anywhere

between 215 and 260, so
we’re not quite as big, but [

ing Central), Shane Hercules (John Mar-
shall), Hayden Hoge (Cameron), Vinny-
Mangino (Wheeling Central), Ryan Mc-
Cave (Wheeling Park), Robert Valenti
{Weir} and Brady Williams (John Mar-
shall).

Here's a capsule look at the players:

RYAN CROSS, Paden City — This
former Wildcat shined along the defen-
sive line and at fullback for Coach Brent
Croasman’s squad.

The 5-foot-8, 218 pounder was twice
named afl-OVAC and honorable men-
tion all-state,

Cross is the son of Mark and Anglia
Cross.

Please see LINEMEN, Page 10



SECTION

Sunday,
July 14, 2019

Connor selects Ohio linemen

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

WINTERSVILLE — Andrew Connor
likes to pride his teams on versatility, but
he admits it usuaily “comes down 1o be-
ing able to run the ball.”

And to do that effectively, a solid of-
fensive line is needed, ’

Connor and his coaching staff believe
they’ve assembled a group of players to

handle the job in trenches for the 74th .

annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star
Football Game, which will be played on
Saturday, July 27 at Wheeling Island Sta-
divm,

“We fee] like it’s & good group of kids
who all come from good programs,” Con-
nor said.

“Regardless if it’s an all-stdr game or
a regular season gume, you need your of-

fensive line to
produce. We're
only going to
be successful
(offensively) if
our offensive
line allows us
to run the ball.”

Since the
Buckeye State
plans to use the
passing game
as well, the
Ohio coaches
didn’t just study the run-blocking aspect
of the nominees. .

*All of these guys can pass block and
they’re definitely not just strong at one
aspect,” Connor continued.

On the defensive line, Chio boasts size
and a lot of it, which Connor hopes will

G

negate some of what West Virginia has in
mind.

“We have big, athletic kids who can
challenge their size,” Connor said. “I
think we have some guys who can put
pressure on their offensive line to make
some mistakes and we have some guys
who might be tough to move, so it’s a
good mixture.”

" Set to battle for the jobs in the trenches
when camp opens a week from today at
Bethany College are Trent Bolek (Indian
Creek), Cody Gamble (Harrison Cen-
tral), Owen Hartshorn (Monroe Central),

Joe Hoepfner (Bellaire), Cole LaRoche

(Bellaire), Keonte Holmes (Steubenville),
Andrew Jobe (Shadyside}, DeAndre Pugh
(Martins Ferry), Dalton Rice (Shenando-
ah) and Logan Wilson (Indian Creek).
Here’s a capsule look at the players:
Ses, OHIO, Page C2

* Ohio
Continued from Page C1

TRENT BOLEK, Indian Creek — This
former Redskin anchored the line for Conch
Andrew Conner from his center spot,

The 6-3, 310 pounder was a four-year
letterman and served as captain,

Bolek is also a standout in the classrooin,
carming academic all-OVAC four times.
He's a member of the National Honor Soci-
ety, Key Club and Robotics Team.

Trent, who plans to attend the University
of’ Akron, is the son of Hope Bonomo and
Robert Bolek.

CODY GAMBLL, Harrison Central —
This {ormer Huskie was a two-way regular
for Couch Anthony Hayes™ tean.

The 6-2, 252 pounder had 60 tackies, in-
cluding 11 for loss, he also had six sucks.
forced two fumbles und recovered ane,

[lis fine season earned him all-OVAC.
all-Buckeye 8 and all-Eastern District.

Along with football, he was a standout in
wrestling, placing third in the OVAC und
winning the school’s Most Qutstanding
Wrestler award.

Cody is the son of Amber and Doug Lit-
tle"and Bill Gamble.

OWEN HARTSHORN, Monroe Cen-
tral — This former Seminole stundout was
key contributor on both sides of the bail for
Conch Josh Ischy’s team.

The 6-0, 200 pounder was a three-year
letierman for the Seminoles,

He reccived the Gary Loveday Leader-
ship Award and served as a captdin of both
the {ootball and basketball teams, He way
also named to the al-OVAC, all-PVC and
all Times Leader teams.

Owen, who pluns to attend Muskingum.
is the son of Lisa Hartshorn and Scott Huirts-
horn.

JOE HOEPEFNER, Bellaire — This for-
mer Big Reds standout helped lead a talend-
ed offensive line for Coach Mark Spiparel-
1i's team,

The 6-1, 285 pounder earned all Eastern
District, honorable mention all-Ohio and all
Times Leader. He also received the sports-
manship award following the game with
Murtins Ferry.

Along with football, Hoeplner took pusrt
in Buckeye Doys State and Young Life.

Joc, who is the son of Jeff und Kelly Ho-
epiner, plans to attend Ohio Universily.

KEONTE HOLMES, Steubenville —
This former Big Red regular was a domi-
nating force along the line for Coach Reno
Saccoccia’s team.

The 6-4, 250 pounder didn’t allow 2
suck in two season and posted 70 pancuke
blocks,

Holmes was named first-leam all-Ohio,
all-Eustern District and all-OVAC. He ulso
plaayed in the North-South Game.

Keonte, who is the son of Jerome Holmes,

plans 1o attend Wheeling Jesuit.

ANDREW JOBLE, Shadyside —  This
fortmer Tiger was a sisinstay on the line lor
Conch Muark Holenkas squad.

The 6-1. 220 pounder carned abl-Bustern
District and special mention #1-Ohjo.

Andrew, who plans Lo attend OUE, is the
son of James and Sheri Jobe.

COLE LAROCHTL, Bellaire - This lor-
mer Big Reds” standout was o contributor
basically all over the fichl for Spigarelli's
tenm.

He finished with 133 carcer tackles and
F1 sacks from his defensive end spot. He
also caught 26 passes and was true on 34
of 39 PATs and half of his lour field-goal
tries.

LaReche was un all-OVAC, alb-Lastern
District and ali-Times Lewder pick. Along
with footbadl, he won the 2018 Division 11
stite shot put champtonship and linished as
an all-Ohioan for the third straight year this
past June.

Away from athlctics, he™s 4 member of
the National onor Socicty, Student Coun-
cil and a class ofieer,

Cole, who plans 1o attend Ashland Uni-
versity to compele in track, is the son of
John und Lisa LaRoche.

DEANDRE PUGH. Murting Ferry -
This former Puple Rider was the Jeader of
the offensive line Tor Coach Chas Yoder's
team from his telt tckle spod.

The 6-5, 320 pounder was an all-OVAC,
all-Ohie an all Times Leader selection.

Along with foothall, he was o standout in
buskethall,

DeAndre is the son of Jemnifer Norris and
Ralph Pugh.

DALTON RICE. Shenandoah —  This
former Zep was a key member of the offen-
sive line for head coach Jesse Wells™ (eam,

The 6-1, 225 pounder graded out at 90
percent blocking and ludd 40 pancakes,
while allowing just 1.5 sacks. He also had
51 tackles. He hud an 88 percent blocking
grade as u junior.

Rice was named his team’s offensive
lineman ol the yeur and was also accord-
ed first-deum all-Ohio accolades, He wis
a three-time abl-Lastern District pick und
twice named to the wll-OVAC squad.

Dalton, who is the son of Trendn and Jelf
Rice. plans to attend Ohio Wesleyun,

LOGAN WILSON, Indian Creek — This
former Redskin was impressive at defensive
end for Connor’s team.

The 5-8, 185 pounder recorded 63 tack-
les, meluding 41 sedos. Hle also had 11 1ack-
les for loss and eieht sacks. He was named
all-Eastern District, all-OVAC and all-Ohio
speciat mention,

Logan is the son ol Lynn and Ken Wag-
LoORner,



On O-Line

Run and Pass Blockers
Will Lead Buckeye State

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register

WINTERSVILLE —~ Andrew Connor likes
to pride his teams on versatility, but he admits
it usually “comes down to being able to run
the ball.”

And to do that effectively, a solid offensive
line is needed.

Connor and his coaching staff believe
they’ ve assembled a group of players to handle
the job in trenches for the 74th annual OVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star Footbail Game, which
will be played on Saturday, July 27 at Wheel-
ing Island Stadium.

“We feel like it’s a good group of kids who
all come from good programs,” Connor said.
“Regardless if it's an all-star game or a regu-
lar season game, you need your offensive line
to produce. We're only going to be successful
(offensively) if our offensive line allows us to
run the ball.”

Since the Buckeye State plans to use the
passing game as well, the Ohio coaches didn’t
just study the run-blocking aspect of the nomi-
nees,

“All of these guys can pass block and they’re
definitely not just strong at one aspect,” Con-
nor said.

On the defensive line, Ohio boasts size and a

ot gf it, which Connor hopes will negate some

of what West Virginia has in mind.

“We have big, athletic kids who can chal-
lenge their size,” Connor said. “I think we
have some guys who can put pressure on their
offensive line to make some mistakes and we
have some guys who might be tough to move,
50 it’s a good mixture.”

Please see O-Line, Page B2

O-LINE

Continued from Page B1

Set to battle for the jobs
in the trenches when camp
opens a week from today at
Bethany College are Trent
Botek (Indian Creek), Cody
Gamble (Harrison Central),
Owen . Hartshomn  (Mon-
roe Central), Joe Hoepfner
(Bellaire), Cole LaRoche
(Bellaire), Keonte Holmes
(Steubenville), Andrew Jobe

(Shadyside), DeAndre Pugh

{Martins Ferry), Dalton Rice

{Shenandoab) and Logan

Wilson (Indian Creek).
Here's a capsule look at

the players:
’IER}“I’:NT BOLEK, Indl-

an Creek — This former
Redskin anchored the line for
Coach Andrew Connor from
his center spot.

The 6-foot-3, 310 pound-
er was o four-year letterman
and served as captain,

Bolek is also a standout in
the clossroom, earning aca-
demic all-OVAC four times.
He's a member of the Natien-
al Honor Society, Key Club
and Robotics Team.

Bolek, who plans to attend
the University of Akron, is
the son of Hope Bonomo.and
Robert Bolek.

CODY GAMBLE, Har-
rison Ceatral — This for-
mer Huskie was a two-way
regular for Coach Anthony
Hayes' leam.

The 6-2, 252 pounder had
60 tackles, including 11 for
loss. he also had six sacks,
forced two fumbles and re-
covered one. -

His fine season eamed him

all-OVAC, all-Buckeye 8

and all-Eastern District,

Along with football, he

was a standout in wrestling,
placing third in the OVAC
and. winning the school’s
Most Quistanding Wrestler
award.

Gamble is the son of Am-
ber and Doug Litte and Bill
Gamble.

OWEN HARTSHORN,
Moaroe Central — This
former Seminole standout

‘was key contributor on both

sides of the ball for Coach
Josh Ischy’s tearn.

The 6-0, 200 pounder was
a three-year letterman for the
Seminoles.

He received the Guary
Loveday Leadership Award
and served as a cuptain of

both the football and bas-
ketball teams. He was also
named to the all-OVAC, all-
PVC and all Times Leader
teams.

Hagtshorn, who plans to
attend Muskingum, is the son
of Lisa Hartshom and Scott
Haztshori.

JOE HOEPFNER, Bel-
lalte — This former Big
Reds standout helped lead
a talented offensive line for
Coach Mark Spigarellis
team

The 6-1, 285 pounder
eamed all Eastern District,
honomble mention all-Chio
and all Times [ eader. He also
received the sponsmanship
award following the game
with Martins Ferry.

Along with football, Ho-
epfier took part in Buckeye
Boys State and Young Life.

Hoepfner, who is the son
of Jeff and Kelly Hoepfner,
plans to attend Ohio Univer-
sity,

KEONTE - HOLMES,
Steubenville — This former
Big Red regular was a doin-
inating force along U line
for Coach Reno Saccoccia’s

team.

The 6-4, 250 pounder
didn't allow a sack in two
season and posted 70 pan-
cake blocks.

Holmres was named first-
team all-Ohio, all-Eastern
District and all-OVAC. He
also plaayed in the North-,
South Game.

Holmes, who is the son of
Jerome Holmes, plans to at-
tend Wheeling Jesuit.

ANDRE JOBE,
Shadyside — This former
Tiger was a mainstay on the
line for Coach Mark Holen-
ka’'s squad.

The 6-1, 220 pounder
earned all-Eastern  District
and special mention all-Ohio.

Jobe, who plans to attend
OUE, is the son of Jumes and
Sherri Jobe.

COLE LAROCHE,
Bellalre — This former Big
Reds™ standout wos o con-»
tributor basically all over the
field for Spigarelli’s leam.

He finished with 133 ca-
reer tackles and 11 sacks
from his defensive end spot,
He also caught 26 passes and
was true on 34 of 3% PATs
and half of his four field-goal

tries.

- LaRoche was an  all-
OVAC, ull-Bastern District
and all-Times Leader pick.
Along with football, he won
the 2018 Division T state
shot put championship and
finished as an all-Ohioun for
the third straight year this past
June.

Away from athletics, he's
a member of the Nation-
al Honor Society, Student
Council and a class officer.

LaRoche, who plans to,
attend Ashland Upiversity 10
compele in frack, is the son of
John and Lisa LaRoche.

DEANDRE PUGH,
Mpartins Ferry — This for-
mer Purple Rider wus the
leader of the offensive line
for Coach Chas Yoder’s team
from his left tackle spot.

The 6-5,320 pounder wos
an all-OVAC, wli-Chio an all
Times Leader selection.

Along with football, he
was a standout in basketball,

Pugh is the son of Jennifer
Nomis and Ralph Pugh.

DALTON RICE,
Shenandeah — This former
Zep was o ke?r member of
the offensive line for head
coach Jesse Wells’ team.

The 6-1, 225 pounder

aded out at 90 percent

locking and had 40 pan-

cakes, while allowing just
1.5 sacks. He also had 51
tackles. He had an B8 per-
cent blocking grade as a ju-
nior,

Rice was named his
team’s offensive lineman
of the year and was also ac-
corded first-team  all-Ohio
accolades. He was a three-
time all-Eastern District pick
and twice named fo the all-
OVAC squad.

Rice, who is the son of
Trenda and Jeff Rice, plans
to attend Ohio Wesleyan.

LOGAN WILSON, In-
dian Creek — This former
Redskin was impressive at
defensive end for Connor’s
tesm.

The 3-8, 185 pounder re-
corded 63 tackles, including
41 solos. He alsohad 11 tack-
les for loss and eight sacks,
He was named all-Eastern
District, all-OVAC and all-
Ohio special mention.

Wilson is the son of Lynn
and Ken Waggonet.




Eddy eager 10
‘work with big
group of OLs

» OVAC gleam game in two weeks

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Edilor

WHEELING - Mike Eddy admitted
during his tenure at Parkersburg South his
teams never boasted a tremendous amount of
size. i

As he prepares to coach his final game in
the state of West Virginia before he begins
his tenure at Logan High School in Ohio,
Bddy is anxiously awaiting the chance to get

Route Running

at Bethany College and work with v ;oo W Z2EsHT 4 &
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RYAN CROSS, Paden City — This for-
mer Wildcat shined along the defensive line
and at fullback for Coach Brent Croasman’s
squad. )

The 5-8, 218 pounder was twice named
all-OVAC and honorable mention all-state.

Ryan is the son of Mark and Anglia Cross.

NICK DEFELICE, Morgantown — This
former Mohigan caused all sorts of problems
for opposing teams from his defensive end

spot.
p()']f'he 6-0, 190 pounder posted 20 tackles,
13 assists, 3,5 sacks and five tackles for loss
en route to earning all-OVAC and honorable
mention all state for Coach Matt Lacy’s team.
DeFelice 'is also o member of Athlete’s
Edge Club, Ski Club aand Geography Aware-
ness Club.
Ses, EDDY, Page B2

« Eddy

Continued from Page B1

Nick, who plans to attend West Virginia
University, is the son of Anthony and Kim
DeFelice.

LUKE DUPLAGA, Wheeling Central —
This former Maroon Knight was a two-way
mainstay for Coach Mike Young’s team.

The 5-8, 245 pounder was a key cog in
the last two state title teams and earned all-
state accolades.

Luke i3 the son of Mike and Alyssa Du-
plaga.

SHANE HERCULES, John Marshall -
This former Monarch held down the fort at
left tackle for Coach Jason Willis’ team.

The 6-3, 315 pounder was named spe-
cial mention all-OVAC and was a ‘Block of
Granite' nominee,

Shane, who plans to attend West Liberty,
i the son of Teresa Mahaney,

HAYDEN HOGE, Cameron — This for-
mer Dragon was a key to the offensive suc-
cess by Coach Scoit Holt's team from the
guard spot,

The 6-1, 240 pounder eamned all-OVAC
and special menticn all-state.

Along with. football, Hoge was a stand-
out wrestler and also a member of the Drug
Free Club,

Hayden is the son of Marcie Hoge.

VINNY MANGINQO, Wheeling Cen-
tral — This tormer Maroon Knight was
tough to block at defensive end for Young's
squad.

Mangino earned all-state accolades for
the third consecutive season and was once
again named all-OVAC as he helped lead
the Knights to the Class A state title,

Vinny, who is the son of Susan Mangino
and Anthony Mangine, plans to attend West
Liberty.

RYAN MCCAVE, Wheeling Park -
This former Patriot standout was an anchor
for Coach Clris Daugherty’s line.

The 6-5, 300 pounder was named first-
team all-TRAC for his fine campaign.

Along with football, McCave is 2 mem-
ber of the Drug Free Club,

Ryan, who is the son of John and Tammy
McCave, plans to attend West Liberty.

ROBERT VALENTI, Weir ~ This for-
mer Red Rider was a two-way tackle for
Coach Tony Filberto’s squad.

The 6-4, 290 pounder earned a myriad
of accolades, including all-OVAC, special
mention all state and he took part in the
North-South All-Star Game last month,

Robert, who is the son of Robert and Kar-
en Valenti, plans to attend West Virginia.

BRADY WILLIAMS, John Marshall —
This former Monarch lined up at center and
along the defensive line for Willis’ team,

Willinms earned his third letter and was
named second-tcam all-TRAC after a fine
season.

Brady is the son of Crystal and John Kiel-
basa,

Dobson, who is the son of Jeff and Kristy
Dobson, plans to attend MusKingum.

CADE HANNAHS, Barnesville — This
former Shamrock wore a lot of hats for Coach
Blake Allen’s squad the last several years.

En route to third-team All-Ohio, the 5-11,
150 pounder accounted for more than 2,000
all-purpose yards. He rushed for more than
1,000, passed for 500 and bauled in more
than 700 yards receiving.

Hanniths was named All-Eastern District,
All-OVAC, All Times Leader and Academic
All-Ohio.

Along with football, Hannahs was a key
cog in the Shamrocks” baseball team,

Hannahs, who plans to attend Bethany Col-
Iege, is the son of Chris and Rachel Hannahs.

MATT MAMULA, Indian Creek -
This fonmer Redskin was a go-to-guy in the
passing game for Connor's team,

The 6-3, 205 pounder hauled in 43 passes
for better than 900 yards. He averaged 20.9
yards per catch in his high school career, He
also had two interceptions that he took back
for touchdowns,

Maomula's career didn't go unnoticed. He
was All-Eastern District, All-OVAC, All-
Quad County, All-Area Team. He also earned
three academic letters,

Please sce OHIO, Page 16




BUBBA
KAPRAL

WHEELING — Andrew Connor
was like p kid in a candy store all of
last week.

The personable and highly suc-
cessful Indian Creek football coach

says he has waited 17 years to coach
in the OVAC Rudy Mumley Charity
1 Football Classic.

Connor got his chance Saturday

night at Wheeling Island Stadium, He

did not waste the opportupity.
Connor stressed from the time his

b

layers to have an enjoyable time
ut he put paramount emphasis on

winning. According to his players, he
stressed that repeatedly.

His Buckeyes didn’t let him down,

Far from it, exhibiting game-long
resiliency.

courtesy of a late touchdown pass from

Ohio pulled out n 21-17 verdict,

Meadowbrook’s Davis Black to St.

Clairsville's Craig Bober. The scoring

connection covered 28 yards and was

ndian Creek’s Connor Relishes OVAC Experience

things the right way. Once we made
the goal-line stand when they got
down to our 2-yard line we felt the
tide turned in our favor.

“1 told the kids at halftime (dead-
locked at 14-14) that all the hard
work we put in all week put us in the
position to win this gume. We showed

. a lot of toughness in the second half.
[ was so happy for our players. Thi{
did everything I asked them to do all
weck. I was just hoping that 1 did all T

Ohio overcome a brilliant perfor-
mance by West Virginia’s De’Vaughn
McWhorter. The Wheeling Park prod-
uct was nothing short of sensational,
rushing for 102 yards on four carries.
He scored on runs of 76 and 25 yards.
He also landed three passes.

“We knew (McWhorter) was an
excellent player, and when you put
athletes on the field like him in an
all-star game anything can happen,”
Coanor said Sunday in n phone

EXECUTIVE

players checked in at Bethany College
eight days ago that his emphasis was

set up by a defensive back-biting pump
fake by Black.

interview while taking a break from

could do for us to win.”

mowing his lawn. “But we felt we
outworked them all week and did

SPORTS EDITOR

on winning the game. He wanted his

That aerial game-winner helped

Please see KAPRAL, Page 10
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Connor enamored with Ohio receiving talent

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leadsr Sports Editor

WINTERSVILLE — Andrew
Connor and his coaches know
the receivers quite well that they
chose for the 74th OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game.

After all, they either coached
or coached against most of them,
That allowed them to make wise
choices -when they formed the
Ohio roster for the meeting with
West Virginia that is slated for
Saturday, July 27 at Wheeling Is-
land Stadium.

“This group brings a lot of tal-
:nt,” Connor said. “It’s a group
hat all catches the ball well.

When you watch these kids on
Flm, they run really good routes,

00.”

Connor was big on that when
he was looking for his receivers.

_ “With only a week to prepare,
timing is going to be big, so you
have to run good routes to get the
passing game to click,” Connor
said. '

Battling for time at receiver
and tight end are Drake Dobson
(Martins Ferry), Cade Hannahs
(Barnesville), Matt Mamula (In-
dian Creek), Bryce McAfoose
{Edison) and Trent Valentine
(Cambridge).

Here’s a capsule look at the
players:

DRAKE DOBSON, Martins
Ferry — This former Purple
Rider did a little bit of everything
for coach Chas Yoder's team.

The 6-foot-0, 215 pounder
rushed for 364 yards and two
touchdowns from his fullback
spot. He also logged 107 tackles
and six sacks from his linebacker

post. )
Dobson was named sec-
ond-team  All-Ohio, All-East-

ern District, Al-OVAC and All
Times Leader.

Dobson, who is the son of Jeff
and Kristy Dobson, plans to at-
tend Muskingum.

CADE HANNAHS, Barnes-
ville — This former Shamrock

wore a lot of hats for Coach Blake
Allen’s sguad the Iast several
years,

En route to third-team All-
Ohio, the 5-11, 150 pounder
accounted for more than 2,000
all-purpose yards. He rushed for
more than 1,000, passed for 500
and hauled in more than 700
yards receiving.

Hannahs was named All-East-
emn District, All-OVAC, All
Times Leader and Academic AH-
Ohio.

Along with football, Hannahs
was a key cog in the Shamrocks’
baseball team.

Hannohs, who plans to attend
Bethany College, is the son of

Chris and Rochel Hannahs.

MATT MAMULA, Indian
Creek - This former Redskin
was o go-fo-guy in the passing
game for Connor’s team.

The 6-3, 205 pounder hauled
in 43 passes for better than 900
yards. He averaged 20.9 yards
per catch in his high school ca--
reer. He also had two intercep-
tions that he took back for touch-
downs. '

Muarmula’s career didn’t go
unnoticed. He was All-Eastern
District, AL-OVAC, All-Quad
County, All-Area Team. He also
carned three academic letters.

Along with football, Mamuta

See, OHIO, Page B2

EContinued from Page Bt

*  was active iniKey Club.

! Mamula, who plans to
fattend Wheeling Jesuit, is
the son of Nick and Debyn
‘Mamula. :

»  BRYCE MCAFOOSE,
‘Edison - This former
iwildcat played a myriad of
‘nositions for Coach Shane
{0'Brien’s team. ‘

E The 6-0, 170 pounder

logged 300 tackles for his
career, including 104 as o
senior. He also finished with

school record holder in the
pole vault.
Away from

foose.

athletics,

TRENT VALENTINE,
Cambridge ~ This former

: ranks 30th in Ohio history
and his consecutive game
streak ranks number nine.

an All-Ohioan in baschall
along with AII-OVAC, All-
ECOL. He was also a stand-

40 receptions for 500 yards.

McAfoose was named
third-teamn All-Ohio. He was
second-tenm AI-OVAC and
All-Eastern District,

Along with footbail,
McAfoose was a standout
in ttack. He's the Edison

McAfoose is acviive in Fel-
lowship of Christian Ath-
letes. -

McaAfoose, who plans to
enter flight school with the
goal of becoming a commer-
cial airplane pilot, is theson
of Heath and Charity McA-

Bobcat re-wrate the school's
record book in receiving cat-
egories under Josh Lowery.
The 5-10, 170 pounder
finished with 175 catches
for 2,319 yards. He caught
a pass in 32 .consecutive
games. His career catch total

He also hauled in 19
touchdowns and recorded

- 208 tackles.

He was a three-time
All-Ohioan, gamering first
team in 2018. He was All-
OVAC, All-Eastern District
and All-ECOL. He was also

out in basketball, gurnering
All-Eastern District,
Away from athletics, Val-
entine served as the treasur-
er of the Class of 2019,
Valentine, who is the son
of John and Kim Valentine,
plans to attend Marietta.
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: d Justin HeatbcﬂnFtDD) do senior
ETH STASKEY ous players who shined on ~g : ined but being able to keep the game on and three touchdowns as a .
F]?‘i'%‘e Negrs'wr the offensive side of the A wl%%mhszggs c?f the ba]]mll sevensmig big,” Congor said. “lan He also had two interceptions. As

believe we'll be nble  has proven to be very consistent and  a junior, he had 23 catches for 428

WINTERSVILLE ~  Ohio ball and the kicker — ’
he's able to kick field goals, so if we  yards and nine touchdowns.

| coach Andrew Connor completed Steubenville's Ion £ o cover becase

B AC. Rty Moy AL gomo cpeionce.” \ vingupbigplays. got close, we feel ke we can gt Bober was named AILOVAC,
" urday’s OVAC Rudy ey All- y is something -we points.” - v A e -
Stﬂr%ﬂmﬂ withdet?c annog:c:}?sm:;g ]Dt“?)';-e hﬂ}fs o can't have since ~ Here’s a capsule look at the play- ﬁ%ﬁfph}g]m gffﬁﬂog‘g:ﬁ
isi ensive bac ; bange a * ers;
st e LS oy monr, s carmte 54

i i i he was

‘ illi the ~— This former Red Devils standout ~ Along  with football, >
Bigpﬂpskicﬁ the . was a viable tﬂrgetin:;geldtz?-usec: gu féﬁgn[rdlcéttlt aI111(1j Raﬁv,_}gt\?iué mhonomrsg
seasons, in- ing game and made mos { . \
clugfnsé t?k"i?:king' in tll?e E?Slfil;] i g‘ted work in the defensive while being chosen for the OVAC

Division IV state championship backfield for Coach Brett McLean's  All-Star Game!

The Indian Creek head man will *“We have two guys
ormally meet all of his players to- (Union Local’s ¢
f.lay as gamp opens at Be:.hanfy Col- Klld;OW and Bgdg\:ilo
lege to begin preparations for the port’s Tino Kusic) 0
gerne, which will kick off at 7:15 were quarterbacks for their

\ ’ know how that
m. at Wheeling Island Stadium. teams, so they i in 2017, team. see OVAC, Page C6
: detensy S ackgeld wits numer. om ?nmmaajrmmqn?(h&mméw Bober = “Some people may take Kicking ~ The G-footd, 185-pounder  Please see g
the defensive backfie I- - ] ]

Sunday, July 21,2019

OVAC

Continued from Page Cl

Away from athletics,
Bober was a standout in the
classtoom. He’s a member
of the National Honor Soci-
ety and Spanish Club,

Craig, who is the son of
Ed and Tammy Bober, plans
to attend West Liberty.

JUSTIN = HEA R-
INGTON, St. Clairgville

~ Prior to an injury, this
Red Devils senior was en-
joying a productive cam-

Red Devis, " 214 e

The 6-2, 170-pound-
er rushed for 577 yards
and eight touchdowns, He
caught 15 passes for 457
yards and seven touch-
downs. He also hiad three in-
terceptions and was one of
the teams’ leading tacklers
before injuring his knee.

Heatherington! was
named All-Buckéye 8, Ali-
OVAC, Ail-Eastern Dis-
trict, All-Valley and All-
Times Leader,

Along with  football,
Heatherington was a two-
event state qualifier in
track and field and was an
All-Ohioan in the high jump
in 2017, '

Justin, who is the son
of Carrie James:and Scott
Heatherington, plans to at-
tend Ohio University Easi-
eImn. *

CAL KILDOW, Union
Local — This former Jet
did a little bit of everything,
including trigger the offense
in 2018 for Coach Bernie
Thompson’s team,

The 5-7, 140-pounder
was a quarterback for two
seasons. He threw for more
than 1,000 vards each sea-
son. He also landed 15
touchdowns and 56 percent
of his passes. ‘

Kildow was named All-
OVAC twice, All-East-
em District, All-Valley,
All-Buckeve 8 and All-
Times Leader,

Along with football, Kil-
dow was a slandout in bas-
ketball and baseball, too, He
played in the OVAC All-

Star Games.

Away from athletics, Kil-
dow was the president of his
class, member of the Drug
Free Club, Future Educators
of' America, Fellowship of
Christian Students,

Cal, who is the son of
Todd and Julie Kildow,
plans to aitend Waynesburg.

TINO KUSIC, Bridge-
port — This former Bull-
dogs standout shined on
both sides of the ball for
Coach Fred Ray’s team.

The 5-11, 185-pounder
shined at quarterback and
in the secondary. He threw
for 2,928 yards and 30
touchdowns as a junior. He
followed that up with 1,002
passing and 859 rushing
yatrds Inst season. :

Kusic was named third
leam All-Ohio as a ju-
nior and twice named All-
OVAC.

Along with football, Ku-
sic was an All-Ohioan in
wrestling.

Tino, who is the son of
John Kusic and Conishia
Kusic, plans to attend West

Liberty.

L{g PHILLIPS, Steu-
benville — This former
Big Red standout was a keﬁ
cog in the success of Coac
Reno Saccoceia’s team be-
cause of the strength of his
foot. ,

The 5.8, 150-pounder
handled the placekicking
for Steubenville, nailing a
school-record 110 PATS.
He also conmected on two
field goals with a long of 33
yards.

Phillips was named
All-Eastern District, honor-
able mention All-Ohio and
All-OVAC.

Away from the field, he's
an academic All-Ohioan,
member of the Key Club,
Rotary Club, National Hon-
or Society and served on the
OVAC’s Varsity Board.

Ian, who plans to attend
Washington & Jefferson, is
the son of Bill and Marla
Phillips. )

W.Va. Fills
‘Out Roster

Team is set for
OVAC Ali-Star tilt

By SETH STASKEY
. For The Intelligencer

WHEELING - It's go-time for the
West Virginia all-stars,

Former Parkersburg South coach
Mike Eddy completed his roster for the

arne, which will be Eluyed one week

ofm tonight at Wheeling Island Stadi-
um with the announcement of lineback-
ers, defensive backs and his kicker,

Eddy and the Mountaineers wil] re-
port to Bethany College at noon Sun-
day to open training camp.

¢ defensive group includes Jack-
son Chaney (Oak Glen), Bastian Ge-
her (Linsly), Jules Giovengo (Linsly),
Brayden Mooney (South), Jermain
Snodsgr_ass (Wheeljng Park), Sebas-
tian Stickler (Magnolia), Jonah Phares
(University).

On top of these players, linemen
John Marshall’s’ Gavin Lockhart and
Valley’s George Brown have been add-
ed to the roster,

“We feel good about our lineback-
ers, but it’ll be interesting to see where
1hose gugs play,” Eddy said. “The de-
fensive back group is important, but
it’s the proup we know the least about.
We feel good about our kicker. He has
a good, strong, accurate leg.”

Please see ROSTER, Page 11
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(Continued from Page 9)

Here’s a capsule look at
the players who returned
their information sheets:

JACKSON CHANEY, b

Oak Glen — This former
Golden Bear was all over
the field on the defensive
side for Coach Ted Ar-
neault’s team,

The 5-foot-10,
160-pounder finished with
76 tackles, recovered a fum-
ble, intercepted a pass and
scored a touchdown.

Along  with  football,
Chaney was a member of
the Nationai Honor Society
and atlended West Virginia
Boys State.

ackson, who plans 1o
attend West Virginin Uni-
versity, is the son of Pat and
Amy Chaney,

B\ASTIAJ% GEHRER,
Linsly — This former Cn-
det was one of the top tack-
lets for Coach B.J. Depew’s
team.

The 6-2, 210-pounder
finished with 101 tackles
and was named his team’s
defensive pla}yjer of the year.

Bastinn, who plans to at-
tend Cal, Pa,, is the son of
Michael Gehrer and Dotthea
Gehrer.

JULES GIOVENGO,
Linsly ~ This former Ca-
det did a little bit of every-
thing for Depew’s team
despite battling through an
injury that cost him a hand-
ful of games,

The 5-6, 150-pounder
finished with 400 yards and
11 touchdowns receiving.
He also had two punt returns
for a touchdown. He's also a

cornerback.

Giovengoe was named

" fwst team AIl-OVAC, re-
v ceived the Zimmer Award

as Linsly School Athlete of
the Year and was named the

_ football MVP in 2018

Along  with  footbail,
(iovengo was a standout
wrﬁstler and lettered in base-
all.

Juies, who plans to attend
West Virginia, is the son of
Jeif and Tiffany Giovengo.

BRAYDEN MOONLY,
Parkersburg South -
This former Patriot was in-
strumental for Eddy’s team
both at quarterback und as a
linebacker.

The 6-1, 205-pounder
passed for 1,600 yards
and 10 touchdowns. He
also rushed for 620 yards
and 6 touchdowns.” De-
fensively, he taltied 111
tackles, including six for
loss,

Mooney was named All-
TRAC and all-state,
Bﬂden is the son of John
and Alison Mooney.

JERMAIN SNO-
DGRASS, Wheeling Park
— This former Patriot was
4 defensive standout for
Coach Chris Daugherty's
leam.

The 5-9, 210-pounder
finished his linebacker cu-
reer with 223 tackles, six
sacks and an interception.

Along with football, Sno-
dgrass was a standout in
wrestling and track.

Jermain, who plans to at-
tend Bethany Coliege, is the
son of Tera Snodgrass.

SEBASTIAN = STICK-
LER, Magnolia - This
former Blue Eagle was a
key for Coach Dave Chap-
man's leam at receiver and
linebacker.

175-pounder

The 5-9,
caught 70 passes for 855
yurds and 10 touchdowns.
Spencer was first team
all-state and All-OVAC.
Sticker, who is headed to
West Virginia Univcrsit]y, is
the son of Christy Stapel.
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Connor excited about group of Ohio all-star LBs

By SETH STASKEY
Timas Leadsr Sports Editor

WINTERSVILLE - Andrew
Connor and his coaching staff
didn’t just look for playmakers
on the offensive side of the ball
when they selected their roster
for the 74th annual OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game,

The veteran Indian Creek head
coach, who will lead the chk—
eye State against West Virginia
on Saturday, July 27 at Wheel-
ing Island Stadium, focused on
linebacker play because of how
instrumen

it is to defensive

SUCCESS, )

“If you do not have good line-
backers, the other stuff is all win-
dow dressing,” Connor said. “We
feel like we've selected a really

good group of kids. We’ve seen a

lot of these kids play and it’s nice
to have them on our team now.”

Connor believes the group,
which includes Shadyside's Con-
nor Banco, Shenandoah’s Chase
Chicwak, River's Hunter Den-
nis, Steubenville's Erik Lufla and
Fort Frye’s Evan Schob, will be
able to play both against the run

and pass.
“This group can stunt

well,

gets to the ball well and tackles
well in space,” Connor observed.
*We're really excited about these
guys.”

Both the Ohio
and West Virgin-
ia squads report to

*IF YOU do not have good

ished his prep career with some
200 tackles and 12 sacks from
his linebacker post. He also ac-
cumulated some 2,600 yards
rushing and 1,000
yards receiving to go
along with 60 touch-

camp on Sunday ot febackess, e offerstufis window  downs.

Bethany College.  dwessing”
Hege’s a capsule
look at the players;

- Amvirew Connor

Banco was twice
named all-Ohio and
Ohio head coach A11-Eastern District.
Banco, who plans

CONNOR BAN
CO, Shadyside
This former Tiger was a stand-
out on both sides of the ball for
Coach Mark Holenka's team,

The 6-2, 205 pounder fin-

to attend Wheeling

Jesuit, is the son of Thomas and
Jennifer Banco,

CHASE CHICWAK, Shenan-

doah — This former Zep re-

wrote the school records for tack-
les under the watch of head coach
Jesse Wells.

The 6-0, 190 pounder finished
his career with a Shenandoah-best
439 tackles.

He was recognized as all-Ohio
three times during his iHlustri-
ous career and twice earned the
coveted Eastern District Defen-
sive Player of the Year. He was

" an all-Eastern District pick three
times.

Chase, who plans to attend
Ohio Dominican, is the son
of John Chickwak and Lori

See, OHIO, Page B2
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Chicwak.
HUNTER DENNIS,

River — This former Pilot
shined on both sides of the
ball for Coach Mike Flan-
nery’s team.

The 5-9, 185 pounder
had a senior season in which
he logged 53 tackles, 27 of
which were solo. He also
had o sack, interception,

three forced fumbles and 15
tackles for loss, On the of-
fensive side, he scored four
touchdowns and graded out
at 95 percent as a blocking
fullback.

Dennis was honorable
mention ali-Eastern District
and all-Valley. Hunter is the
son of Rodney and Erica
Dennis.

ERIK LULLA, Steuben-
ville — This former Big
Red dandy was a key cog in
the success of Coach Reno
Saccoccia’s leam the last
couple of seasons. The 6-0,
175 pounder was Big Red’s
leading tackler as both a
junior and senior. He also
caught six touchowns from
his tight end spot.

Lulla was npamed all-
OVAC and second-team all-
Ohio as well as first-team
all-Eastern District.

Erik, who plans to attend
Eastern Gateway Commu-
nity College, is the son of
Dave and Dawn Lulla.

EVAN SCHOB, Fort
Frye - This former Cadet
did was one of the key con-

tributors on both sides of the
ball for Coach Eric Huck’s
team that advanced to the
Division VI, Final Four.
The 35-9,. 200 pounder
finished with some 1,100
yards and 15 touchdowns
rushing. He also logged
90 tackles from his middle
linebacker spot. Schob was
named all-Eastern District

as a running back, all-PVC,
all-OVAC and was a team
caplain. Along with foot-
ball, Schob is a member of
the OVAC’s Varsity Board
and aticnded Buckeye Boys
State in 20 [ 8.

Evan, who plans to attend
Ohio Valley University, is
the son of Andy and Cundi
Schob.
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« OVAC Rudy Mumle

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

WHEELING - It’s go-time
for the West Virginia all-stars.

Coach Mike Eddy - formerly
of Parkersburg South — com-
pleted his roster for the game,
which will be played one week
from tonight at Wheeling Istand
Stadium with the announcement
f linebackers, defensive backs
ind his kicker.

Eddy and the Mountaineers
will report to Bethany College on
sunday at noon to open training
amp.

The defensive group includes

Jackson Chaney (Oak Glen),
Baostian  Geher (Linsly), Jules
Giovengo (Linsly), ~Brayden
Mooney (South), Jermain Sno-
dgrass (Wheeling Park), Sebas-
tian Stickler (Magnolia), Jonah
Phares (University),

On top of these players, line-
men John Marshall’s Gavin
Lockhart and Valley's George
Brown have been added to the
roster.

“We feel good about our line-
backers, but it'll be interesting .to
see where those guys play,” Eddy
said. “The defensive back group
is important, but it’s the ErOUp
we know the least about. We fecl.

—————

good about our kicker, He has a
good, strong, accurate leg.”

Here's a capsule lock at the
players who retured their infor-
mation shects:

was & member of the National

Honor Society and attended West
Virginia Boys State.

lackson, who

plans to attend West

iy ® O et VS Ut
Glen — This former D2k, butit be nteresting to see Rm; éggn?:y. aan
Golden Bear was Where thoss guys play.” BASTIAN GEH-

all over the field on
the defensive side

~ Mike Eddy RER, Linsly

Wast Virginia head coach This former Cadct

for Coach Ted Ar-
neault's team. )
The 5-10, 160 pounder fin
ished with 76 tackles, recovered
a fumble, intercepted a pass and
scored a touchdown. '
Along with football, Chaney

was one of the tap
tackiers for Coach B.J. Depew's
team.

-The 6-2, 210 pounder finished
with 101 tackles and was named
his team’s defensive player of the
year.

y rounds out OVAC roster

y All-Star Football Game kicks off one week from tonight

Bastian, who plans to attend
Cal, Pa, is the son of Michael
Gehrer and Dorthea Gehrer.

JULES GIOVENGO, Linsly
— This former Cadet did a lit-
tle bit of everything for Depew’s
team despite battling through an
injury that cost him a handful of
games,

The 5-6, 150 pounder finished
with 400 yards and 11 touch-
downs receiving. He also had two
punt returns for a touchdown.
He’s also a cornerback.

Giovengo was named -first-
team  all-OVAC, received the
Zimmer Award as Linsly School

- Ses, OVAC, Page B2
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Athlete of the Year and was
named the football MVP in 2018,
Along with football, Giovengo
was a standout wrestler and let-

tered in baseball.

Jules, who plans to attend West
Virginia, is the son of Jeff and Tif-

fany Giovengo.

BRAYDEN MOONEY, Park-
ersburg South - This former Pa-

linebacker.

cluding six for loss.

triot was instrumental for Eddy’s
teamn both at quarterback and as a

The 6-1, 205 pounder passed
for 1,609 yards and 10 touch-
downs. He also rushed for 620
yards and 6 touchdowns. Defen-
sively, he tallied 111 tackles, in-

Mooney was named all-TRAC

and all-state.

Alisen Mooney.
JERMAIN

Coach Chris Daugherty’s team.

Brayden is the son of John and

SNODGRASS,
Wheeling Park — This former Pa-
triot was a defensive standout for

The 5-9, 210 pounder finished
his linebacker career with 223
tackles, six sacks and an intercep-

tion.

track.

Bethany College, is the son
Tera Snodgrass.
SEBASTIAN

Along with football, Snodgrass
was a standout in wrestling and

Jermain, who plans to attend
STICKLER,

Magnolia - This former Blue
Eagle was a key for Coxch Dave

Chapman’s tcam at receiver and
linebicker.

70 pases for 855 yards and 10
touchdowns.
of

and all-OVAC.

Christy Stapel.

The 5-9, 175 pounder caught

Spencer was first-tcamn all-state

Sticker, who is headed to West
Virginia University, is the son of
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“It really 1s an honor 1o
be selected to coich in this
eame.” Eddy said. “li has
consistently been one of
the more prestigious all-stir
aames in the staie. Having
an opportunity o couclt i
it is quite an honor for our
coachmng staff. If's alo o
little bittersweet for us be-
cause our coaching staff at
the end of last season split
and we all went our sepirate
ways. [t's nice 1o get every-
one back together one more
time for this week.

“And of course it excil-
ing to meet these Kids. some
ouys we've coached agiinst
and some other Kids that you
read in the newspapers. So
having another oppottunity
to work with them obviously
is exciting.”

Both coaches know that
less than & week of practice
is not o lot of time to prepare
for o game.

That’s why they hit the
eround running on the first
day.

“We're going o go like
a regular practice,” Connor
said. *We want to try and
2o contact (today), so we'll
get them ready (Sunday). do
conditioning. just like you
would at a normaul practice
at your school.”

Eddy — who will repre-
sent Parkersburg South for
one Yast time as he took a job
in Logan — also planned 10
do some light drills with the
West Virginia side on Sun-
day. He also wants 1o get the
kids to know each other and
find where they will best fit
on the field.

“Right now ir's Kind of
just going 10 be a meet-
and-greet and try to get o
know these guys.” Eddy
said. “Azain. we haven’t
couched them before s0
we’re not sure exactly what
their strengths and weak-
nesses are. Obvipusly they
are all good footbull pliyv-
ers, but where do they best
fit? We've zot 30-plus Kids
here. They all came here to
compete and play. so we've
oot to find where they fit
best, whether it's on fthe
offensc. defense or special
teamns. So (Sunday). it's re-

ally goiny v be abawl giv-
ino them an overview of the
offense. defense and special
teams. let them get out and
run dround and do a couple
Jeilfs. so thatt (this morning),
when we eot started, we'll
be really be able to stind put-
ting those preces into place.”

While muny of the ath-
letes know one ancther from
playmy against each other
for « handtut of vears. Con-
nar dlso had some webreak-
ers in mind i order for his
fem1: f0 gel 0 Know one
another on 4 more personil
leved.

<10 Kind of an gee break-
er.” Connor said. “We split
the kids up so no kil was
with his 1eummates at his
school. This way we could
bond Better and  Lopelully
vet 1o know each other bet-
ter, 1Cs one of those things,
We put Lemn by position i
their rooms. The lineback-
ers will eet to know each
othier. the oflensive line will
aet 10 know each other, We
are just hoping  everyonc
vels ogether throughout the
week and we represent Ohio
well on Saturday

“That's one of the things
that mate  all-star games
unigee.” Lddy said. " There
is a lot ol things that you
would typically do with i
pew  team that von don’t
pecessaridy really oot imto in
an alb-stur game.

“These ouyvs wie all se-
niors and within o month of
woing away to college. This
is o ool experience for
them 1o zet o feel of whin
that’s moine o be ke,

= Lot of these Euds Tave
played travel ball togetier
and plaves ia litde league
eronving up Amd with the
age of socr] awadin now,
1ot of 1aese guys are at feast
familiar with cach other.
Thex ve heard their names.
For tie 1ot part, these quys
are yoins o have a bl of
fwmiliarits with cach other.
There mav be some JUys
i the further reuches that
mayhe 't see cach oth-
er niuch, bap my guess is il
wor't take very long o Kind
of buddy up amd figore out
what they te domg.”
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From Home

Linsly’s Hirt, Gehrer are
representing more than
W.Va. in All-Star Game

By KYLE LUTZ ‘

Staff Writer ‘

BETHANY - Getting selected to compete
in the annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star
Game is something that an athlete will cherish

for the rest of his life. Not only will he be able
to represent his school one final time, but their

state; as well.

- When it comes to Lins-
ly’s Wyait Hirt and Bas-
tian Gehrer, mi}trtl will be
representing a littie more
than that.

Hirt is a Pennsylvania
A native that will strap on
the pads one more fime
4 before he continues his
athletic journey to Cal-
ifornia " University of
Pennsylvania,

——— “I'm thankful for get-
HIRT ting the call” Hirt said,
1 T was kind of expect-
! ing it. I put in a lot of
work and if I didn't get
the call, it would be the
y same. I would just put in
the work and be getting

ready for college,”
“;hj]e beL%x from
Pennsylvania, is

| ready for the opportunity
to play for the Mountain
| State on Saturday night.

“I's a lile tit of
mixed feelings,” Hirt
said. “West Virginia has
kind of been my home since fifth .

“All my buddies live here and I know Wheel-
ing is just like a second home to me.”

irt, who passed for 1,376 yards in 2018

along with 15 touchdowns and was a three-year
starter, knows that a plethora of Linsly athletes
have played in this game and hopes that he can.
that he can represent his school well.

Please see HOME, Page 8

St. C.’s Kolb
Always Puts
Team First

By SETH STASKEY

‘ For The Intelligencer
BETHANY — Brady Kolb is a team-first

guy.

Always was and always will be.

So, it was not surprising to hear the recent
St. Clairsville graduate express that his main
%Dal apd focus for Saturday’s 74th annual

VAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game
is to do anything he can to help Ohio win.

“All of the guys here
simply want to win on
Saturday,” Kolb said.
“We've had a good
week, understand what
we need 10 do and I
think we’ll be a team out

While Kolb is will-
ing to do whatever Ohio
coach Andrew Connor
asks or needs, he would
like to get his hands on

KOLB the ball,
“T feel like we've
come together well (during the week) and I
know we're all going out there to give our best
efforts,” Kolb said.

He certainly got to touch the ball a lot during
his prep days with the Red Devils. Last season
in helping the Red Devils toa 12-1 mark and a
mz'lf to the regional title game, Kolb carried the
ball 324 times for 2,081 yards and scored 31
touchdowns.

“T used to tell Coach (Brett) McLean and
Coach (Donnie) Giffin, ‘I'll take as many (car-
ries) as you want to give me,” Kolb joked.
“Whatever they wanted to give me, T was
ready for.”

Included was & tough, 28-carry, 133-yard
and two touchdown performarce against Con-
nor and his Indian Creek Redskins in a driving
rainstorm in Wintersville,

“H Coach Connor wants to give me the ball
like that (in the OVAC Game), I’ll take him up
on ilti" Kolb said. “They've talked about it, so
we'll see,”

GEHRER

Please see KOLB, Page 8
]

KoLB

(Continued from Page 7)

Kolb carried the ball 595 times for
3,648 yards and 52 touchdowns in the
last two seasons cn route lo All-Ohio
acclaim each time.

Though he had that kind of workload.
Kolb continued to look for more. Qther
than some bumps, bruises and normal
soreness, Kolb proved to be highly du-
rable for the Red Devils.

“It was a lot of stress, but 1 did a lot
of recovery stufl and cach week contin-
ued to do it and 1 was fortunate to nol
have any problems,” Kolb said.

He was primarily a defensive player
us i sophomiore, carning all-stare acco-
lades in 2016 with 98 solo tackles and
23 ussists.

Kolb was active on social media by-
sically since learning that he had been
selected for the game, pointing out how
excited he was to get to camp and bexin
the process of working toward what he
hopes is a victory against Wesl Virgin-
IHR

“This is just an awesome opportuni-
ty,” Kolb said.

“It’s been everything 1 could have
dreamed about and more.”

Kolb was one of three Red Devils
selected for the game, but only he and
wide receiver Craig Bober will suit up
for the pame,

“It means @ Jot to be able to play
with Craig onc more time,” Kolb suid.
“This winter, I was in the weightroom
and when I heard Craig got picked. it
really gol me thinking about all of the
memories we have together on the field.
Now. we getl to do il {ogether) one
more tine.”

Once the game goes final Saturday
night. Kolb will shift focus to the nexl
stage of his career and that's as 4 mem-
ber of the Wheeling University foolball
program, which will play its {irst varsi-
ty ciumpaign this 1all,

“I've been working hard (this suni-
mer) to get ready and this game will
kind of serve as a test to see how good
ol shape I am in, too.” Kolb said. “1'])
be getting a tastc of it.

“This pame can kind of showease
how much I've learned since I've been
working out with my new temmmates
and conches and also what ['ve gained
in strength,”

Howme
(Continued from Page 7)
“It’s great. A lot of

He went to a showease Football is harder than it

good players come up
through  Linsly,”  Hirt
said. I hope I do them
well in this game.”

Gehrer had a bit of
i langer journey to the
Fricadly City.

“I'm an  Austria  na-
tive,” Gehrer sajid. *1
came here two yeirs ago.
I’'m going to Pennsylva-
nii next year for college.
It*s very different. I think
I'm one of the lirst, if not
the first international guy

laying in this ganme. So
‘mrepresenting Austria
and West Virginia,”

Gehrer has quite the
history of playing the
game of {ootball., He
sturted  playing  eight
years ago and as the years
went on, the better he got,
He eventually played for
an Austrin national team.

where he met Bjoern Wer-

ner who is the founder of

an - organization  called
Gridiron Linports,

According 1o its web-
site, Gridiron hnports is
a non-profit organization
that  helps  international
players attain opportuni-
tics Lo play foothall and
pursue their  education
i at the high sehool and
college level in the Unit-
cd States.

Lventuafly, Werner
helped Gehrer find Lins-
ly. .
It was the best two
years of my life.” Gehrer
snid about atterding Lins-
ly.

“I made lot of new
friends. It was a whole
dilferent  lifestyle- com-
pared 1o bick af home like
with school and practice.

ELrrap
L& L)E;

Liscensed in West Virginia
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is back at hone,

My dream sinee 1 was
8 years old was come to
the U.S. and live here. |
sucss § made it happen.”

Gelrer, who o totaled
PO tackles last season,
sadd his fime af camp has
been special and cun’t
wait to take the field one
last time with his high |
school teammates,

“IEs wreat. | get 1o plivy
with Wyalt and  Juley
(Giovengo),” Gehrer
said. “Wyatt 1§ poing to
Cal. U, with me, so I'll
get to play with him for
the nex! four years. And
Jules is one of my best
friends liere, s nice to
be with him and it’s just
going to be fun,”

With both Gelirer and
Hirt going to college to-
zether, the journey for
them is far from over.

“It's nice. Me and Bas-
tian are going to Cal, U,
(Pa.) together next year,”
Hirt said.

“We've been (training
@ lot and been trrining
all stinmer up ot Cal and
it's pretty sweet, We'll
gelto dorm together next
year and become even
better friends.”

Both Hirt and Gehrer
have been named cap-
tins of the West Virgin-
in team.
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PICTURED ARE
the Chio lineback-
‘| ers for Saturday’s
74th annual OVAC
Rudy Mumle
All-Star Football
)| Game. Front row,
2| from left, are Trent
‘| Wright (Toronto),
“| Hunter Dennis

. gﬂiver) and Evan
1 Schob (Fort Frya).
Standing, from
left, are Erik Lulla
Steubenville),

ennor Banco
SE;hac[yside),

rake Dobson
(Martins Fer-

} and Chase
ghlcwak (Shenan-
doah).
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Kusic honored to represent Bridgeport

i st i fourth foot-
ASKEY Kusic was the unquestioned two-way coach Andrew Connor is the _

gxeﬁﬂaﬂersgpoﬂﬁ Editor leader for the Bulldogs during the 2018 ball coach he’s played under. Aé &nﬁge-
season. He will be playing on port, he played for Zac \ ehg;nd

BETHANY - Sometimes rejuvenating the defensive side of the ball Garyh lg{r(cjllRand curren
2 program or a sport can happen when you when the Buckeyes take on coach I rc:hl ‘agl.ﬂ had o grasp
least expect it. . West Virginia Saturday evening j Kusic asf Cy o gstem
That’s how Tino Kusic feels about the at 7:15 at Wheeling Island Sta- one aspect Q t mllgmfrcc gafety
Bridgeport Bulldogs football program, dium. aﬁ_he pmgmis o play
which has had its struggles in recent years. “F am around a great group t is wee }:n ! having 1ot
Kusic — an all-Ohioan — believes that of guys and the goal is to win “It’s l}lcc nothc it é;” o run
maybe — just maybe — his appearance in the game,” Kusic said. “When arpung aknovor 0:1 k" Kusie
this weekend's 74th annual OVAC Rudy you're doing things Tight, the ¢ said. “I O\dvll’Illlyt one role ot
Mumiey All-Star Football Game can begin fun comes along with it and one duty, an .

i i tes will
el the bounceback. that’s the way it’s been so far in 1 atlso know my teammaes 1
to‘f‘lljt means a lot to me to be able to'rep- camp. Everyone is here to play take claic of their dlflti«l:]bé, ml?;. ors
resent my school,” Kusic said. “We’ve not fgotball and do anything they ) ’Un ike ‘m&ny C?h'o Valrl’e \ o
been known for football of late, but I think can to help this season.” Kusic wasn 't born md e o ]1 ! Cgﬁnty
being here is going to get other Kids moti-  Learning a new system wasn't too chal- and his family moved to Be gl;n
vated and make them want to be here.””  lenging for Kusic, After all, Ohio head See, KUSIC, Page
* Kusic

Continued from Page B1

when lie was in sixth grade froni neas Defianes in Novth-
west Ohio.

Kusic recalls the figst time he attended the OVAC All-
Star Game and he didn™t need many more opportunitics to
realize just how badly he wanted 1o play in the zone.

“Twent to the all-star game at <uminer when we moved
here and it was just awesome,”™ Kosic recalled. “The envi-
romment, the crowd, how passionate everyone was about it
Just made it a goal of mine.™

Kusic wore o Iot of hats for the Bulidoas the List con-
ple of years. In a pass-happy offense cimployed by Kol in
2017, Kusic shined brightly, racking sip 2.028 vapds and
30 rouchdowns.

Under Ray’s tutelege fast {all, Kusic threw for jost 1,002
yards, but his rushing yardaae (8593 more than doubled
from the previous season,

During both seasons, Kusic wis i stamlout an the defen-
sive side of the ball. A sure tackler in the delensive back-
field, Kusic logged 65 tackles and wn inteseeption. e also
posted five tackles {or loss Jast seasnn.

Still. however, there were somie nervous MOments on
whether or not Kusic would be sclected for the game. In
the social media age. Kusic was seeing other players from
around the Ohio Valley announce that they "d received their
invitation to the game, but his mailbox was sfill cmpty.

“T didn’t think T had been picked at it Kusic wdmit-
ted. ’

Alter three or four duys of checking the mail, Hie cnve-
tape he hid been waiting on had arrived.

“ICcame and T was just excited,” Kusie sitid. =1 knew
right away that I was going o play. There was no doubt i
my mind abowt accepiing or coming (o this.”

Like many of the other Chio plavers. this will be Kusic's
final time to stap up the pads. He's planning 1o continue
his wrestling career at West Liberty University, Te win u
multiple-time all-Ohioan vi the mals for the Bolldoes.

“IEs bittersweed knowing this s the it oame Ul ever
pad up for, but it"s a moment 1 renicibes Tor 1he rest of
my life,” Kusic said.
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Shana Bieber fired a ons-hit shutout 1o
lead the Indlans to victory/t5

Versatility a Key Com

Wildcats standout
enjoying all-star week

By KYLE LUTZ
Staffl Writer
BETHANY —~ When playing for a
smaller Class A school in West Virginia, in
some cases, a player’s talent can get over-
locked when an all-star game roster is be-
ing decided. :
owever, when it comes to Paden City’s
Ryan Cross, his athletic ability was defi-
nitely known as he was chosen to play in
the 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-
Star game.
“I’s an honor because not many peo-

ple get picked from schools like
around Paden City really often,”
Cross said. “When I got told that
I got picked to cFlay in the game,
I telt privileged and I was excit-
ed for it.” .

Cross, a four-year starter for
the Wildcats, knows the feeling
all too well of what it’s like to be
on a smali teamn. In 2018, Paden
City sported a roster of about 18.
Now, Cross will share the spot-
light with almost two times that
many players as the West Vir-
ginia roster has 30 athletes.

With more
field, it will
to see more playing time. Although it may

@he Dntelligencer. .
PORTS

ponent for Paden —City’s Cross

CROSS

playess to fill a spot on the only that,
make Cross work even harder should be.

THuRSDAY,
Juy 25, 2019

seem like a culture shock, Cross virtually played any position that he was
has enjoyed the experience. asked to.

“It's definitely different com-  “Ryan was a four-year starter and he
peting for a spot instead of know- F]ayed any position I asked him to play,”
ing that I could have one,” Cross former Paden City coach Brent Croasmum,
said. “At Paden City, it’s not so who coached Cross throughout his high
much the talent, we lacked the school career, said. “He started out as &
experience. It's nice fo change it linemen when he was o freshman and con-
7 up and. get to play with more ex- (inued that into his sophomore year.

4 perienced players. ) “His junior year he kept te ling me he

“It’s detinitely different. I en- wanted fo play Tuilback about the middle of
joy the change of pace.” the year. He did a real good job of running

While at Paden City, Cross the football.” )
saw the field the moment he  However, there was one position Cross
walked on as a freshman. Not kept asking Croasmun that he wanted to

he showed what a true leader play.

His athletic ability also showed as he Please see CROSS, Page 14

. CROSS

(Continued from Page 13) -

“All throughout his career he kept
 telling me he could lay quarterback,”
i Croasmun said. “T t ought, ‘Nah, I'm
- not going to do that.’ But after about
the third or fourth game last year, we
were struggling at the quarterback posi-
tion and I noticed him throwing the ball
pretty well. So I decided to give him
a chance and he ended up playing the
quarterback position pretty well. It was
nice having a guy doing a lot of differ-
ent things and was willing to do differ-
ent things,

It was kind of a strange development

oing from a lineman to a quarterback.
n a small school, sometimes you got
to do things you don’t do in a larger
school, but he had a good attitude when
he was playing and he did a iot of differ-
ent things for us, We were glad to have
him on the team.” .

His development showed as on the
roster, Cross is listed as a defensive end
and guarterback,
| With his versatility at playing posi-
! tions, he was also selected to play in the

annual Baitle Against Cystic Fibrosis
All-Star Football Classic in Parkersburg
in June where he played on the defen-
sive line.

“We're extremely happy to have a
Irepresentative in the all-star game,”
Croasmun said. “With the addition of
the bif;ger schools now, it’s hard ro get
a small school. He played in the BACF,
they played him at def{:nsive tackle and
he did a teal nice job. .

“So wherever they put him, he’s going
toﬁive them100 percent. I know that.”

eing able to represent your school is
always an honor and Cros$ has been en-
oying the experience of camp and now
eing teammates with players he used to
play against.

“It’s been great,” Cross said. “Just
hanging out with everybody, staying in
the dorms for a week.” But some of the
practices are tough,

“It's weird being teammates with kids
that I've been playing against my en-
lire life. But T know what they got and [
know what they can do.”
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UL's Kildow,
all-star games
are synonomous

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sporis Editor

BETHANY — Most high school football players in
the Ohio Valley grow up with-the goal of being part of the
OVAC Rudy Mumley Al-Star Football Game.

Few, if any, have ever gotten to experience the game
twice.

The list is certain to grow by one Saturday evening when
Ohio and West Virginia meet in the 74th version of the
summer classic that pits Ohio against West Virginia.

For the second straight summer, Cal Kildow will run out
of the tunnel with the Team Ohio delegation. This time,

PICTURED ARE the Ohio defensive backs for Saturday's 74th annual OVAC Rud
Game. From left are Cal Kildow (Union Local), Tino Kusic (Bridgeport), Cade Ha

Bryce McAfoose (Edison).

* Kildow -

.

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
Mumley All-Star Football
nnahs (Barnesville) and

however, the Union Local graduate will be wearing pads
and a uniform and lining up in the defensive backdfield for
the Buckeyes. .

See, KILDOW, Page B2

Continued from Page Bt

“Playing in this game has
always been the goal,” Kil-
dow admitted. :

Kildow was invited to
OVAC camp, which is held
at Bethany College, last
surmer by then UL head
coach Bruce Stiles, who
coached Ohio to a victory
before riding off into retire-
ment, to serve as a manager.

“It was a fun time and
it was good to kind of get
to experience and see how
everything went,” Kildow
said.

Though Kildow was
spending extra time on his
own working on his own
craft, in preparation for the
season that lied ahead, he
wiys an actual manager and
did things that managers do
like help at practice, deal
with water for the players,
efe,

“It was pretty fun last
year and I was up hera with
my cousin, Kane,” Kildow
said, “T had (being selected
to play in the game) in the
back of my mind the entire
tie last year. It was some-
thing that I had hoped for.”

Under the guidnce of
first-year Bemie Thomp-

g ]

son, Kildow put forth an
impressive season in which
he wore a lot of hats. He
was the team’s quarterback
and played in the defensive
backfield.

Kildow threw for 1,250
yards and 8 touchdowns,
while rushing for 430 and 5
MOre SCoTes.

It actually took Kildow a
few practices to grow accus-
tomed to not having quite as
much to do for the Buckeye
squad,

“H way different because
I'm not doing nearly as much
as I did in high schooi,” Kil-
dow offered. “It reminds of
my sophomore year when [
sirictly played defense since
I'm just working at corner.”

Kildow has actually be-
come a mainstay in all-star
games in general. He was
chosen for the OVAC Sarmu-
el A. Mumley All-Star Bas-
ketball Game in April and
then in late May he played
in the East Ohio Baseball
League All-Star Game.

“It’s pretty cool having
been in now three all-star
games,” Kildow said. “It’s
everything I've worked to-
ward. I've always tried to be

-}

a versatile athlete and play
every sport I can.”

Without even thinking
about it, Kildow admitted
that the OVAC football a)i-
star game ‘“‘is the biggest”
honor of the three.

“This is something I've
been working toward since
I'was a kid and went to the
game,” Kildow admitted, «

In hoops, which is the
sport Kildow pluns to pursue
at Waynesburg, the talented
guard scored 20.3 points per
game and collected 6.1 re-
bounds. He finished his prep
career with 1,234 points.

On the basebull field, Kil-
dow was an every day out-
fielder and a solid bat in the
bottom of the lineup.

Though Kildow has been
working  dilligently this
summer on his basketball
game to prepare for what
lies ahead at Waynesburg,
he’s honored to strap up the
pads for another week.

“It’s great to have one
more game, especially since
we lost our last one (in the
regular season) to Barmes-
ville because that hurt,” Xil-
dow admitted, “Hopefully,
we’ll win this game.”



PR,

ozc
- 3
S22 C P RIS
9y TR g ] v > O =0
SEEE TOorEEeY gg-nsas'%_.q;ws“’ ™ e fmd 253
gg:émg'ggigg-s{?“gg&%mﬁné 5% w _-—<&'§
e g8t g s _=2 .. ;;..*_"ég'“’"ugo ,,...]'_b ] >°m
gg”ﬂﬁ— u%"&‘—ﬁ?q'cga'onamcgiﬂi g oY) S:‘;
) == = =R o -] ~ oMo g0 = =T w =wm
e Pt SEsBoo ! m:tﬁ_—n:s-08~<m,q = o =95
SoFES8 ZESERS- BERE L FR = 9 =g
BEPExg ZZPEEEC 5 6295 |%8 E5E
SSEEE £T5F 0 . Fc Bom = E2 O ~ 8=
g°Ear g5 2Zes 2= T8 5o =h — < &
Q SN RQBEEE o K SEREZR -
80328 coCgas o ERogegn=x T 522
2E=s SEo_ BB 5 BOE=TE2 O g
-:Ug._..g_ﬂq ;~=‘Bag<g [T J'Q—q-
BeEET Wiga BT FERED X g
- L L . > g2 _ &8 -~ O n
S —— g7 FEFEEEE2 BE S2FEEC QD zoa,
e " 'ggg:wosonm°>-"=a;—°€25~gi 5 Q) ) o263
- S - FOBEZES Eeng g & 3Re |
e — 5 3 EBQ"’“ a = £ o
- KiLoow ketball Game in g eggfgﬁagﬁgggosgégﬁgéﬁg 2 553 x 35’;
- d from I'age 11) ey All-Siar Basket - 2ved in w B89 Be 2R~ ach g5 Tas =2 @
{Continue nding extra Mumiey A] nin ke Mav he pl-li\llq ' I E‘Q SaPa % =] &wc_‘gﬁ g€ EBFZg 5 a8 g O QD=
ldows was spending exira D el L s LS R TEERRRER R oY R o (D oc @
Though Kil orking on his ov ast Ohio Buaseba ¢ = Sag3 . o5 s5Bez g k£ 258
. is own working hat the East = w8 D BEEocnZ2RGE 2 é‘g. = F2x
time on his own for the season the . in now N &g SES,EEESFS B, = 228
i ation for anager Game. aving been in n 5E5 CuiSss B S g g2
craft. in prepar as an actual manag “10s pretiy cool huving be aid. 1 s EE2586 o« ° E_ o Ta E achB D '
. c Was an { .. 1 It’s pretiy 2 IO dow said. G RR 25 3 = B BS
lied ahend, he anagers do like help all-star gumes.” K Ve al Bz B 90083 S%sz F8 2
F ; that manag lay- three all-s L Led toward. Pye o S P og 3 A RpfroR
and did things ith water for the play thing I've worked 1o ete and 0 AR
ice. deal with we everything = versatile arthiete :
af practice. ave tried 10 be R . —] gg
S Wavs . _ 588 SEEEE
ers, etc. . st vear and I was v oevery sporl | can. ) it Kil- . o =¥ 6 S8 - - 33
It was p}r,cn'\'\ 13;1[3?;[ Kane,” Klldﬂt}"' pl%:}%{é{l\t e[vell tl]'n1kluiz‘){‘,"{’(‘,“ 1‘106111'111 2 3% Eg% ggggg?ﬂggg Og-m a i% ; |
ith my Iy ay in the b hut 1l A pay TR =2 wsTEH RO Y == .
up here wi being selected to play in tl - admitted tha . " honor ol EmnEelq = B EF o ©a
Ly 1ng sele . e cntire dow e s heoest” hor Q=552 g i - = D
said. *1 had (be P mind the enti dar game Vs the bigy E == 2.a ZolQ QUQ o = Q0
; - back of my . . all-star @ . = ER=35 2. =N et
game) in the It was something that | he three. ‘ “ve been working &E_ FCEE8835, 7 Eg-—aﬁ 2 < 58
last Year. the ! cthine ['ve be - Q - au-m.-,m — ==
tume last year. “This is something |  went to the %205k SEZFEC g =8z o o o o
had hoped lor. idace of {irst-yeur coach toward since | wae a kid and <E% gﬁ £ 5‘§ TEpm > 5E3 S EJ‘ F—,E  — .
Under the gudd ildow pl_]t forth an  towy - ‘K‘ldn“' saul. ™ Cildow ?r‘c Eh 2 :-'2 6 4Jr rﬁi é‘-‘d pa—— O
A son. Kildo ore 2 ot =ame.” Ki ich is the sport Kild s B= T8 25808 5,,, ToEZH <
Bernie Thompson. ‘hich he wore a g aps. which is he tul- REgSp®=" 3 =8 B Ea O
, SIVE SCASON i W erback ~ In hoop al Wavnesburg, the e 58 B EEEe 5 Fad g =
IMPLESSIVE SCASt m’s quarterbz o ursue al W ayipeshlrg e e B =E L =} S B & J 35
" hats. He was the fea dfield.  plans to p 20,3 points per g E L SEBES B 28 S8P. =<
of hats. He was sive backfieid. vard scored 20,3 + tintshed sEw -§'5‘r< 8 Scc B©E8 =) #
e the defens d § ented su: ‘hounds. He ting = g~ i a®l oZ@ g = A =
and played i th for 1,250 yards and ¢ lected 6.1 ret . a2sE 525 EE EXfp ) .
: ' :w tor 1,2 4 and and colle ith £.254 points. 2g7<9rg w2 = gﬂ = . 5
Kildow thfL“_ -hi {for 430 an - . areer with [.25 | s an ee = o B & ™ . = =2
'ns, while rushing his prep ¢ all fiell, Kildow wa il =N 25 = BSp =g o L3,
touchdowns, w . he basebald {ield. olid bat in g0 =1 a9 B = 5'—*5 (@) 3
. > LCOreS. —— On the . voand a solid b ngE o BE BEFS (=]
five more score < Kildow a few pric ery day outtizlder ar -aE g"“ pagpy LB - = £
actaally took avig every cay ol ineun. . ; ReRNFRE : = T # '
ti “q ‘:;“im&. accustomfi‘d t?hmlgfllcr:l}revg the b‘mom]g'jltllgiv]i?;s t!wcn working ldil]i =4=1 E =*E.E§§ 100 555‘5'?%2; n 5
102 = do for e A Thouch Ki s iv basketba N =R o~ D E g == _
ite as much to s e uner on his b ) w g 2B - .—-—»E‘ég BT E g .
quite as , tgently this sumnicr at les ahead at =) .08 4 B o2 =, 93 ’
Squ?q- way different bchl”(-‘;_ed L mh?r?li Lli&““ fo prcpnlre-1011']0\:]2;15(111?“ strap up ' égg é§ =§ ;E&E%E g E-\%g E E‘E = ;
“ s , ‘ "~ [ i in o jat -.-b re. he's ) £ My a o' p— o
. as much as inds me Waynesburg ol oc=z == Calkaag. (@) o
doing nearly a aid. It reminds m ‘pads for anather week L. B5e T aE =) o ==L & .
LAl wosaid. strictly  the pads Ave One HIOTe Se. g1 & E Bt 5B =X o g
school,™ Kildo car when I strictly “[t7s oreat to have one A one (in the any £ S == g
o : e year wh arkine It"s gore Fist one (in 8 SEg7:3 Sg®8%¢ T Z
® mphomol‘g Fhd st working a1l sinee we lost our T B £ ZE8 g b = a
0;'1‘?&1 defense since I'm jus pecially ".”“.]L-Ln)Lm Barnesville bLL-d;Jlﬁve E‘ZNE :Ez %UE-“ §B E E 55 0 o e
plit - ) ain- recular seaso Cadmitted. "Hopelully, oB E =TT=5 o Ed8a o g-
at 60{3”' has actually become a l]“ He that hurt,” Kikdow ads g8 m§ BS £BCg E’:Eﬂ ceg> =R
Kildow has ¢ unes in ceneral. s 10 this Tame =] =~ mE‘(‘D 0% L W = -
- in all-star games in g ) owe'l win = = [ = - ‘ =20 EE‘E. O =
o éﬂoéﬁsr& the OVAC Sumuel A ‘E_E Ef’:?g =_"=’§§ Eog %E E @ b5
Wis hi T (=" .
CENTRAL I oot SEgR 5':§§8§ ﬁé@ﬁw“ T 7 q <
E lew vars ol [oot- [=RaRs) " o =':w0‘= -
N “Thave few .1 the =] g ==/ TEESES O =
" from Page 11 : probably been the =R BB — T . n
{Continued knew pate, 25 bull have probably all 2eAas @ B 9 a
, . ¢ knew [ my  brothets bull have proba 't footba FE DPEZB ®
For Dupidﬁﬁg‘.v fg.i" o a JA]J i 0'1l iﬁt \\Els nice. best 1'-’“\ :\,Ullf:‘\._f had @ ot 2m 8 %gg .%ﬁ %5 §g§§‘§9‘~‘~ a =
growing up hov Al-Star plaved in It . he kst because we In many X =<9 B3B8 =8 SE e 3=3 o '
=0 » OVAC Al- 's nice because I'm the b “wins and not 0o many &= guvRpH crCBaB2E == D < : q
dedle H:erwo After all, et:" 11115 [}vl(‘f]]%fl]rﬂl.lﬂh‘“ Dupla- ;\1 .:t,i”'k[ count this 51y @ win g 2 B o ,5'"%; @ g-g“ai 8’"5‘ E = o =X a g_
£ R ily who one 2o s o tradition in Tosses, e S Salam~ s"‘g s =] ] .
o S in s fanuly edd ou osadd. IS ot g i the sane. = BEGS o T =8 = (=%
I?’Ell\jgg)bcforc him "Ccer!;‘ Li( | fﬁl\’ﬁf’:mil\' and the school.  bein: 7 % g.'g"g ga 43* 8% ,=_1§ 52 E B g o :
2 all to purtici- S A - A oks ..:..g 3 =g ®E E'Qw” T
the phone ci 2 EB.nozgEpfisy 5F:i: 2
i =] [+
ESem e & o3 sES22 () B
FSe~3ER —hae 5E=%
3 22 iew.aﬁs‘mg sEEE D o
P PEEEAET S8 iR 7B, & o
8= —= =
= B0 SEESe ‘,2'&' = ox|
»  ZEE 25 ExBre =E%m Q oF
;U —%Eérd - E.'g% Egngm Efﬂ
® ga"'FM: o288 EgE S Fri
~ BB g el 2 28 B 283 <
¥ gEZ84T 288FE &




SECTION

Tuesday,
July 23, 2019

OVAC RUDY Mum-
ley All-Star Footbali
Game Assistant
Director Dirk Fitch
(center) lJmsed with
the head coaches

| 74th annual game

| during media day

|| at Bethany College.
! With Fitch are Ohio
head coach An-
drew Connor ﬁleﬂ)
and Wast Virginia
head coach Mike

Eddy is formerly
the head coach at
Parkersburg South,,

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

74th OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game

By SETH STASKEY
| Times Leadar Sparts Editor

BETHANY — As it pertains to game
preparations, football coaches are
regimented to maximizing every
second of the seven-day work week.

The challenge that Ohio’s An-
drew Connor and West Virginia's
Mike Eddy face in the days leading
up to Saturday evening’s 74th an-
nual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star
Football Game runs deeper than just
the number of days.

The camp opened Sunday eve-
ning, each team is down two players and
making sure the preparation gets in while not

overdoing it so the players are fresh for the
weekend are things that both staffs are deal-
ing with. -

“We wanted to start off strong and obvi-
ously ease off, but a lot of all-star
games are won and Jost on physi-
cality,” Connor said. “Some kids
show up (just to be there) and some
show up to win a feoiball game. 1
told our kids in the first meeting we
want West Virginia to wake up on
Sunday morning and say, ‘man, 1
don’t want to see those (Ohio) guys
again for 10 years at the reunion.”

Ohio hit the practice field Sun-
day afternoon despite a heat index approach-
ing triple digits and went right to work.

Coaches trying to maximize prep time

“We have to be conditioned and we can’t
waste one minute of preparation,” Connor
said. “You can’t be walking around, taking
15-minute water brenks or anything. Time
is important. Conditioning is important and
physicality.”

West Virginia’s opening-night workout
was cut short because of lighining and storms
in the area. So, the Mountaineers made up for
that difference with a longer session on Mon-
day morning.

“It"s all about understanding what the pur-
pose (of camp) is because we're not going to
come in here in the next five days and trans-
form a skillset,” Eddy snid. “We have to uti-

lize the skillsets we have and make sure we
See, COACHES, Page B2 -

Park players look forward to final ‘home’ game

By KYLE LUTZ
For The Times. Leadar

BETHANY - When one gets selected
for an all-star game, it’s always a magical
moiment. That player gets to strap on the
pads and represent his school one final time
before heading off to college. Just about ev-
ery year, though, it becomes extra special for
a group of atheltes to compete in the annual
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Game, With
the game being played on Wheeling Island,
four Patriots will not only represent Wheel-
ing Park one last time, they’ll get to do it on
their home field,

De’Vaughn McWhorter, Jermain Sno-
dgrass, Jack Stakem and Ryan McCave will

have that honor,

During 2018, the Patriots had no trouble
preducing points as they put up at least 30
in nine games, McWhorter and Stakem were
both part of that success at wide receiver.

McWhorter hauled in 37 passes for 608
yards and found the end zone nine times. He
was also a threat on special teams as he took
three kickoffs to the house.

“Jt means a lot because I get to show my
ex-tearnmates that there’s more to football
after high school,” McWhorter said. “You
can go to the next level and you can excel
ot the next level. You can do whatever you
need to do. Go to college, get an education
and it's real nice to show them I was one of
the leaders and they can be up next to do that.

It’s o special feeling.”

On defense, McWhorter tallied 37 tackles
including four for a loss, two sacks and 12
passes defended.

Stakem put together a nice stint at wide re-
ceiver as he received Second Team nll-state
honors.

He finished his career with over 100
catches (104) going for just under 1,500
receiving yards (1,496) and 18 touchdowns.

With so many catches under the receivers’
belts, they are looking forward to hauling in
soine passes on the-island, like they’ve done
s0 many times before. '

“It's super exciting. 1 get to go out there

and play in front of m\kfamilv one more time
See, PARK, Page B2
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we have them in the right positions, so they e in the best
posilion {o be successful come Saturday ™

Both coaches put their teams througl: their Tirst fll day
of camp Monday. which was sandhwiched around media
day inside the Nutting Gymnasium on the Bethany College
campus. Tt was moved inside due (o heavy rains.

Ohio and West Virginia returned to the practice leld in
the evening for a longer work session, [0y actually the last
time the teams will be able to practice deep into the day
because of the activities that surround \he garae begin this
evening with the annual George Strager Tivening with the
Stars Banquet ot the White Palace at Wheeling Park.

Fven when they re not on the practice lield, Connor has
had his players in position meetings with study puckets
aviailable,

“The kids have done prefty wetl picking up things, but
we’ve had some teamn mectings scheduled in (to the day)
because anytime we have down time, we want lo use i)
Connor said. “In and out of the dorms., the kids are go-
ing over their handouts. Part of it is how serious are you
while you're here and to this point. these kids have proven
they're pretty serious about iL.”

West Virginia is also speading additional time in po-
sition meetings and working more on simplifying the
schemes and playbooks to make sure all of the players are
on the same page.

“T was ranning our scowd team (Monday) and those guys
are even asking some tremendous questions.” Eddy said.
“Five reps later, ve got guys changing coverages and
making signals to one another. This is an all-star gume with
great players and athletes, who've been well coached.”™

Connor has been impressed in the short time he's had
his Ohio guys together with their chemistry, attitudes and
abilities.

“You either start off weil or you don’t, und | think we
had & great start (Sunday cvening).” Connor explained.
“Our kids have been great, They've been on lime Tor ev-
cerything, asked a lot ol questions and really seem happy (o
be here, which is part of the baitle.”

The Ohio squad was originally down one player when
Wellsville’s Derrick Sugps didn’t report to camyp. The
Buckeye roster shrunk Monday morning when St. Clairs-
ville's Justin Meatherington left the sqguad.

“A lot of kids are going to have to pluy on both sides of
the ball,” Connor said. “You go info i thinking everyone
playing on one side, but that doesn't look like i's going to
be the case.” .

West Virginia's roster was short two after check-in
day. John Marshall’s Chas McCool didn’t report. opting
to remain with his Ameriean Legion baseball team. whele
Hundred's Andrew Zedetl didn’t play because of o work
commitment.

“We put our depth chart together.” Eedy said. *We fecl
Tike we have two or three guys at every position, so we're
cross training guys al positions to huve some depth. Pli-
tooning will be difficult and our depth is questionable to
begin with. We only have six (ollensive) linemen here with
us. That's where you have to be ereative as a coach and
might have to ask 1 kid 1o do soinething he's not been used
to doing.”

o Park

Continued from Page B1

on the island,” Stakem, who i going to the University of
Charleston, said. “1'm rewly 10 go.”

On the delensive side, Snodgrass has been o foree for the
Patriots. Compiling over 220 tackles. he is ready fo go one
final time in a Park unifonn.

“[ love it,” Snodgrass said, *“The energy there is amaz-
ing. I know everybody is going to come out for one linal
round. I's amazing. | ean’t wiat”

For Snodgrass und MeWhorter, comnp admost telt ke
home to them as they will both attend Bethany College 10
play [ootball for the Bison.

“I'm having a blast. De’ Vaughn, we're going to Beth-
any up here,” Snodgrass suid. “And we know more about
the place than most people. We know around campus and
we'te soing to show how it is.”

And scoring at ease last year for the Patriots woulda't
be possible without their offensive fine, Thit's where Me-
Cave succeeded. With the help of McCave and the offen-
sive line, Wheeling Park was able to compile 2,658 yards
on the ground.

While McCave won't be 1oo fir away when he heads off
to play for West Liberty. McCave is ready to pluy coming
out of the locker room one final time. like lie did every
Friday for the past couple of years.

“197s o great relief to say the Jeast, I°s home turt. home
field, home town and it's quite swesome to play.” McCave
said, “I'm kind of glad that 1 can represent myself one last
time {or my conumunity.”
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OVAC All
Stars set
to shine

* Ohio, West Virginia
to meet for the 74th

time this evening

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

WHEELING -
rived.

King Football makes it$ triumphan
return to the Ohio Valley this evening.

For the 74th time, Ohio and Wes
Virginia are set to meet for state brag
ging rights in the annual OVAC Rud
Mumley All-Star Football Game, cap
ping a week’s worth of activities an
buildup.

Kickoff is slated for 7:15 p.m. a
Wheeling Island Stadium.

“T think I can speak for evervone in

The time has ar:

SECTION

Saturday,
July 27, 2018

T-L Photoe/SETH STASKEY

Ohio - coaches and players - that PICTURED IS Team Ohio for Saturday's 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left, are

we're all excited and ready to go play Evan Schob
this game,” Ohio coach Andrew Connor grstaubenuilia , Matt

Fort Frye), Davis Black
amuia (Indian

reek) and Cra

eadowbrookz, Cal Kildow éUnlon Local), Logan Wilson
lairsville). Second row, from

Bober (St.

ﬁlndian Creek), Kwadre Wiliams
oft, are Tino Kuslc (Bridgeport),

of Indian Creek said. “The kids have Trent Vatentine (Cambridge), Cole LaRoche (Bellaire), Erik Lulla (Steubenville),slan Phillips {Steubenville), Brennon Norris (In-
been great all week and now it’s time dian Creek), Cade Hannahs (Barnesville) and Tgler West (Harrison Central). Third row, from left, are Bryce McAfoose (Edison),

for them to go out and show why they’'re Chase Chicwak (Shenandoah), Jalen Moman (
) and Drake Dobson (Martins Fe
olek (indian Craek), Keonte Holmes
ton Rice (Shenandoah). Fifth row, from left, are Owen Hartshorn (
row, from lsft, are coaches David Kemp, Robb Lucas, Mike Wilson Jr., Joe Hammack, head coach Andrew Connor, coaches
Matt Shreve, Mike Voltz, Zach Connor and Joe Strohmeyer. .

here,”

West  Virginia
codach Mike Eddy,
who eamed the
invitation after a
strong season at
Parkersburg South,
commpared the last
few days of prac-
tice to the regu-
lar-season opener.

“The kids are i
kind of chomping at the bit to go play,”|
Eddy said. *It’s kind of like thase weeks [
in August when you're in camp and they
simply pet tired of runming into eachf
other and they’re ready to go hit some-};
one else.”

The Ohic squad will be seeking it
second straight victory in the series and
overall the Buckeyes own a 43-29-1 up
perhand. Prior to last season, however
Woest Virginia had won the three previ
ous games.

“Obviously, this is an all-star game
but at the same time, I iold the Kid:
we’re going out to win a football game,”
Connor said. “The OVAC calls this an

ing score, we want to win.”

Eddy echoed those statements.

“There are many reasons we do wha
we do — both as players and coache
— but all of us want to win and be suc
cessful,” Eddy said. “It"s not any differ
ent when you're in this (all-star game
setting. When we get out on that field
(tonight), we want to win the game and
I know our kids will give the best effort
they can.”

Both coaches are rookies to the hen
coaching role in the game and both raved
about the entire week with the players.

“We talked, as a staff, about what a Snodgrass (Whe

great experience this has been,” Eddy{
said. “Sure, it takes some time away
from your daily life. your famities, your

Ses, OVAC, Page B2

Shadyside

;

rent

(

rom ieft, are Reed Reitter {

ichardson (Universily) and Jonah

taubenville), Brady Kolb (St. Clairsville), Hunter Dennis (River), Connor Banco
rrg). Fourth row, from left, are Andrew Jobe (Shadyside), Joe Hoepfner (Beﬂaire?.
taubenville), Trent WWht (Toronto), Cody Gamble (Harrison Central) and Dal-
onroe Central} and DeAndre Pugh (Martins Ferry). Top

TL Photo/SETH STASKE

PICTURED IS Team West Virginia for Saturday’s 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from
d left, are DeVaughn McWhorter (Wheeling Park}. Aaron Alvarez gMorgantown), Jules Giovango (Linsly), Jake McCoy (Weir),
Nick Yoho (South) and Patrick Mirandy (Magnolia). Second row,

Jackson Chaney iOak Glen), Wyatt Hirt {Linsly), Nick DeFelice {(Morgantown), Sebastian Stickler (Magnclia) and Jermain
aling Park). Third row, from left, are Andrew Ritchea (Cameron

Magnolia), Vinny Mangino (Wheeling Central), Anthony Robbins {Wheeling Central), Bastian Gehrer (Linsly) and Ryan Cross
Paden City). Fourth row, from left, are Gavin Lockhart (John Marshall), Brady Williams (John Marshall), George Brown {Val-
ley), Rob Valenti {(Weir) and Luke Duplaga (Wheeling Central). Fifth row, from left, are Hayden Hoge {Cameron), Ryan McCave
} heeling Park), Shane Hercules (John Marshall), Derak

rom left, are coaches Matt Kimes, Joey Lindamoed, head coach Mike Eddy, Cody Nutter and Bryan Youngblood.

eir), Brayden Moongy {(South),

, Jack Stakem (Wheeling Park), Gage Adams

hares {University). Top row,

Captains named for 74th annual OVAC Ali-Star Game

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

WHEELING - When Ohio and West
Virginia take the field this evening for the
74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star
Football Game, nine players will be leading
the way. '

Five Ohioans and four from West Vir-
ginia were voted as captains for their re-
spective teams this week bv their peers.

Set to lead the Ohio side are Shadyside’s
Connor Banco, Meadowbrook’s Davis
Black, St. Clairsville’s Brady Kolb, Steu-
benville’s Erik Lulla and Indian Creek’s
Brennon Norris.

“Those guys have done a great job of
leading by example at practice and have
the intangibles in leadership,” Connor, the
Ohio head coach rom Indian Creek, said.
“They’re vocal at practive and they've
niichard their teammatee ta nat hattar

Nick Yoho and John Marshall’s Brady Wil-
liams.

“We allowed the kids to vote and those
four were nearly unanimous,” Eddy, the
West Virginia head coach from South, said.
“These guys all treat everyone around them
with resepct and are always vocal and di-
rect in the huddle.”

Kolb, who was a captain for his high
school team at St. C., is expected to see ac-

tinn thic avaning at mnning hanl-

honored to be playing in this game, There
ire so many leaders on this Ohio team and
I will do my very best to lead them to a win
{tonight).”

Banco, meanwhile, also was one of the
unquestioned leaders for his prep program
at Shadyside as well. He'll see the bulk of
his action at linebacker. ! N

“It’s an absolute honor that I get to repre-
sent (Shadyside) as a captain,” Bango'said.
“T hndA tho titla anth nrida nod T hhnnirtn




DR UUULUVWLL LRSS 1D LU pias
return to the Ohio Valley this evening.
For the 74th time, Ohio and Wes
Virginia are set to meet for state brag-
ging rights in the annual OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game, cap
ping a week’s worth of activitics and
buildup.

Kickoff is slated for 7:13 p.m. a
Wheeling Island Stadium.

“I think I can speak for everyone in \ T-L Phato/SETH STASKEY
Ohio - coaches and players — that PICTURED IS Team Ohio for Saturday's 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley Ali-Star Football Gama. Front row, from left, are
we're all excited and ready to go play Evan Schob (Fort Frys), Davis Black (Meadowbrook), CGal Kildow (Union Local), Logan Wilson ﬁlndian Creek), Kwadre Williams
this game,” Ohio coach Andrew Connor (Steubenville), Matt Mamula (Indian Creek) and Craig Bober (St. Clairsville). Second row, from laft, are Tino Kusic (Bridgeport),
of Indian Creek said. “The Kids have Trent Valentine (Cambridge), Cole LaRoche (Bellaire), Erik Lulla (Steubenville) slan Phillips (Steubenvilia), Brennon Norris (In-
been great all week and now it’s time dian Creek), Cade Hannahs (Barnesville) and Tyler West (Harrison Central). Third row, from left, are Bryce McAfoose (Edison),
for them to go out and show why they’re Chase Chicwak (Shenandoah), Jalen Moman (Steubenville), Brady Kolb (St. Clairsville), Hunter Dennis (River), Connor Banco
here.” o (Shadyside) and Drake Dobson (Martins Feng). Fourth row, from left, are Andrew Jobe (Shadyside), Joe Hoepfner (Bellaire),

West  Virginia <L, Trent Bolek (Indian Creek), Keonte Holmes (Steubenville), Trent Wright (Toronto), Cody Gamble (Harrison Central) and Dal-
coach Mike Eddy, ton Rice (Shenandoah). Fifth row, from left, are Owen Hartshorn (Monroe Central) and DeAndre Pugh (Martins Ferry). Top
who carned the row, from left, are coaches David Kemp, Robb Lucas, Mike Wilson Jr., Joe Hammack, head coach Andraw Connor, coaches
invitation after a Matt Shreve, Mike Voltz, Zach Connor and Joe Strohmeyer.
strong season At
Parkersburg South,
compared the last
few days of prac-
tice to the regu-
lar-season opener.

“The kids are
kind of chomping at the bit to go play,”
Eddy said. “It’s kind of like those week
in August when you're in camp and they
simply get tired of running into each
other and they're ready to go hit some-
one else.”

The Ohio squad will be seeking it:
second straight victory in the series an
overtll the Buckeyes own a 43-29-1 up
perhand. Prior to last season, however
West Virginia had won the three previ
ous games.
“Obviously, this is an all-star pame
but at the same time, I told the kid
we're going out to win a football game,
Connor said. “The OVAC calls this a
exhibition and 1 told the kids there's n
such thing in my mind, If they’re Keep
ing score, we want ta win.”

Eddy echoed those statements.

“There are many reasons we do wha
we do — both as players and coache
— but afl of us want to win and be suc
cessful,” Eddy said. “It's not any differ
ent when you're in this (all-star game
setting. When we get out on that fiel
(tonight), we want to win the game an

g ) L PholofSETH STASKEY
:h}él;(ocwanf?}}f kids will give the best effort gy RED 1§ Team West Virginia for Saturda}’s 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumiey All-Star Football Game. Front row, from

! i _left, are DeVaughn McWhorler (Wheeling Park), Aaron Alvarez (Morgantown), Jules Giovengo (Linsly), Jake McCoy Weir),
Coiﬁggg,g f; lgfgﬁ!otggfs;%}f rgsgg Nick Yoho (South) and Patrick Mirandy (Magnolia). Second row, srom left, are Reed Reitter (\%_eir), Brﬁrden Maoney (South),
about the entire weck with the players. Jackson Ghaney Oak Glen), Wyatt Hirt (Linsly), Nick DeFelice (Morgantown}, Sebastian Stickler (Magnolia) and Jermain

“We talked, as a staff, about what o Snadgrass (Wheeling Park). Third row, from left, are Andrew Ritchea {Cameron), Jack Stakem (Wheeling Park), Gage Adams
great experience this has been.” Eddy gMagnohq), inAy Mangino (Wheeling Central), Anthony Robbins (Wheeling Central), Bastian Gehrer (Linsly) and Ryan Cross
said. “Sure, it takes some time away (Paden City). Fourth row, from left, are Gavin Lockhart (John Marshall), Brady Williams (John Marshall}, George Brown (Val-
from your daily ife, your families, your I ), Rob Valenti (Weir) and Luke Duplaga (Wheeling Centrag. Fifth row, from left, are Hayden Hoge (Cameron), Ryan McCave

’ ' (Wheeling Park), Shane Hercules (John Marshall), Derek Richardson (University) and Jonah Phares {University). Top row,

See, OVAC, Page B2 from left, are coaches Matt Kimes, Joey Lindamood, head coach Mike Eddy, Cody Nutter and Bryan Youngblood.
n .
Captains named for 74th annual OVAC All-Star Game
By SETH STASKEY Set (o lead the Ohio side are Shadyside’s Nick Yoho and John Marshall's Brady Wil-  honored to be playing in this game. There
Times Leader Sports Editor Connor  Banco, Meadowbrook™s Davis liams. are so many leaders on this Ohio team and

. Black, St. Clairsville’s Brady Kolb, Steu-  “We allowed the kids to vote and those 1 will do my very best to lead them to a win
‘WHEELING - When Ohio and West penville’s Erik Lulla and Indian Creek’s four were nearly unanimous,” Eddy, the (tonight).”
Virginia take the field this evening for the  Brennon Norris, West Virginia head coach from South, said.  Banco, meanwhile, also was one of the
74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star - “Those guys have done a great job of “These guys all treat everyone around them unquestioned leaders for his prep program
Football Gamc, nine players will be leading Jeading by example at practice and have with resepct and are always vocal and di- at Shadyside as well. He'll sce the bulk of
the way. _ the intangibles in leadership,” Connor, the rect in the huddle.” his action at linebacker. ’
_Five Ohioans and four from West Vir- Ohio head coach from Indiun Creek, said.  Kolb, who was a captain for his high  “It’s an absolute honor that I get to repre-
ginin were voted as captuins for their re- “They’re vocal at practive and they've school team at St. C., is expected to see ac-  sent (Shadyside) as a captain,” Banco said.
spective teams this week by their peers. pushed their teammates to get better,”  tion this evening at running back. “I hold the title with pride and I'm happy to
And head coaches Andrew Connor and ~ Meanwhile, set to lead West Virginiaon  “It really means a lot to me that my team-  be a part of this team with such an outstand-
Mike Eddy were more than pleased with the field for the coin toss are Linsly’s Bas- mates picked me to represent them and be ing group of guys.”
the results of the vote, tiun Geher, Linsly's Wyatt Hirt, South’s a leader for Ohio,f’ Kolb said, “1 feel very Ses, CAPTAINS, Page B2

Donahue grid tradition lives
once again in OVAC Game

By BUBBA KAPRAL closure decree changed that with Mang-
Executive Sports Editor ino and Robbins opting to matriculate to
Wheeling Central while Hercules chose

WHEELING - Gone but not forgot-  John Marshall.
ten. _ While Bishop Donahue football has
Bishop Donahue High School was un- been dormant for two years, Durdines re-
ceremoniously closed by then-Bishop Mi- calls with much pride his three all-star per-
chael Bransfield more than two years ago. formers as they helped the Bishops realize
While the scars and pain resuiting from much success on the field. The talented
that controversial decision still resonate trio played key roles as freshmen as Do-
throughout BD Nation, the school’s foot- pahue went 8-3 while gaining a WVSSAC
ball legacy will shine brightly in tonight’s playoff berth. A year later, the Bishops

OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Game. went 7-3

Three gridders with Bishop Dona-  “[ am very proud and excited for them.
hue roots will be suiting up for the West | knew they were going to be special play-
Virginia squad. Vinny Mangino, Antho- ers from Day 1. 1 am tickled to death that
Photo/KYLE LuTz DY Robbins and Shune_ Hercules all were they got to experience success at their | -
PICTURED ARE three West Virginia All Stars who previously suited up for Bishop {wo-year regulars at Bishop Donahue for pew schools,” Durdines said. “They also
Donahug befora the school closed. From left are Shane Hercules (John Marshall}, Coach John Durdincs. showed they were very good players, not

Vinny Mangino (Wheeling Central) and Anthony Robbins {Wheeling Central). They all were expected to be four-year
inny Mangino ( ing Central) y { g ) stalwarts for the Bishops. Bransfield’s See, TRADITION, Page B2
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SPORTS

T-L. Photo/SETH STASKEY

PICTURED ARE the defensive line olptions for tonight's OVAC Rudy Mumley All-
Star Football Game. Kneeling, from

and L
benville

eft, are Owen Hartshorn (Monroe Central)
an Wilson (Indian Creek}. Standing, from left, are Kwadre Williams (Steu-
, Cole LaRoche (Bellaire) and Cody Gamble (Harrison Ceniral).

i [E o
5 ) 3

* TL Pholo/SETH STASKEY
PICTURED ARE some of the players who will return to Wheeling Island Stadium
tonight for the 50th anniversary of their appearance in the OVAC Ali-Star Game.
Front row, from left, are Dave Bruney (Marlins Ferry), Alfred Boniti (Madonna),
Ron Bobek (Shadyside), Court Stewart (Shadyside} and Greg Harris (Bellaira

.

from left, are Lambros Tsuhlares (Wellsburg), Chuck Vavrock (John

Standin?.
Il) and Dave Bruno (Bellaire).

Marsha

Y .
T-L Pholo/SETH STASKEY

PICTURED ARE the wide receiver options for tonight's OVAC Rudy Mumiey All-

Star Football Gamae. Kneeling, from left,

are Trent Valentine {Cambridge) and lan

Phglip's (Steubenville). Standing, from left, are Bryce McAfoose (Edison), Craig
Bober (St. Clairsville) and Matt Mamula (Indian Creek).

* OVAC

Continued from Page B1

job back home, but I am so glad that I
accepted this. This has been a great experi-
ence, The players have enjoyed it and over-
all it’s been a positive experience,”

Connor is no stranger to the game. Since
he's been the coach at Indian Creek, numer-
ous Redskins players have taken part, in-
cluding Conmnor’s son, Zac, who will serve
on the Ohio squad. But, being officially
part of the game is something that the head
coach has soaked up all week.

“Seeing the week end is bittersweet be-
cause of the relationships with the kids
and just being around them,” Connor said.
“From the time in the dorm, to the meals
and just hanging out and picking their
brains. It’s been a great week.”

Regardless of tonight's outcome, the re-
lationships will last forever, but the players
and coaches have had upwards of 10 prac-
tices to prcﬂare, condition and learn an en-
tire new scheme and system. Throw in the
fact that in an all-star game, coaches Tf:ﬂllg
don’t have a “scouting report” from whic
to work for the other opponent, meaning
Connor and Eddy will be adjusting on the
fly to a degree.

“There are no tendencies in this game and
you're never quite sure what the other coach
18 going to do,” Connor said. “It’s challeng-
ing, but it’s the same for them, too. I think
the camp is a good number of days with 32
guys,” .

Ohio will employ a two-quarterback sys-
temn, rotating every two serics, regardless of
performance.

Indian Creek’s Brennon Norris will start
the game, while Meadowbrook's Davis
Black will see plenty of action, too.

“Both quarterbacks will see a lot of ac-
tion,” Connor said. “Both have been great
all week.”

In the backfield, St, Clairsville’s Brady
Kolb and Enst Liverpool’s Jalen Moman
will ‘begin at running back. Harrison Cen-
tral’s Tyler West will be the “slot guy” for
the Buckeyes.

On the perimeter, St. Clairsville's Craig
Bober, Cambridge’s Trent Valentine and
Indian Creek’s Matt Mamula will open at
wide receiver.

Fort Frye’s Evan Schob will also see
time in the backfield when Connor opts for
a wing formation.

Up front for the Buckeyes, the line will
be comprised of Martins Ferry’s DeAndre
Pugh and Steubenville’s Keonte Holmes at
tackle. Bellaire's Joey Hoepiner and Indi-
an Creek's Trent Bolek will start at goard,
while Shadyside’s Andrew Jobe is the cen-
ter.

“The Kids have really picked up the sys-
tem well,” Connor said. “They’ve really
gone hard in practice and been focused. [
really feel good about our offense.”

West Virginia's defense will open with
Wheeling Central’s Vinny Mangino and
Morgantown’s Nick DeFelice at the defen-
sive end spot. Valley's George Brown will
start at nose tackle, while Wheeling Cen-
tral’s Luke Duplaga is the other defensive
tackle.

The linebacker corps includes Linsky’s
Bastian Gehrer, South’s Brayden Mooney
and Wheeling Park’s Jermain Snodgrass.

In the secondary, South’s Nick Yoho and
Linsly’s Jules Giovengo will roam at strong

and free safety, respectively, Aaron Alvarez
of Morgantown and Magnolia’s Pat Miran-
dy are set to start at comer.

The Mountaineers™ offense will be trig-
gered by Linsly’s Wyatt Hirt, who along
with Gehrer has drawn high praise from his
head coach this week.

Cameron’s Andrew Ritchea and Paden
City’s Ryan Cross will open at running back
and fullback, respectively,

The four-wide receiver package will
include Wheeling Park’s  DeVaughn
McWhorter and Jack Stokem, along with
Wheeling Central’s Anthony Robbins. The
other receiver spot will be split between

Morgantown’s  Schastian  Stickler  and
Weir’s Jake McCoy.

University’s Derek Richardson is listed
as the tight end,

Up front, which was an wea of concern
early in the week for Eddy because of depth,
has come together well, according fo the fu-
ture head coach at Logan High School in
Ohio.

At center will be John Marshall’s Brady
Williams, He’s flanked at guard by Camer-
on’s Hayden Hoge and Weir’s Rob Valenti.
Wheeling Park’s Ryan McCave and John
Marshall’s Shane Hercules are the right and
left tackles, respectively.

“Our kids really have a good understand-
ing of what we're trying to pet done sche-
matically,” Eddy said. “We're going to go
with what we have because its not Iike we
can go in at halftime and say. ‘OK, guys.
We're going to go back to something we did
two weeks ago in a game.” We're just not
afford that luxury herc.”

Ohio's defense will feature Belluire’s
Cole LaRoche and Indian Creek’s Logun
Wilson at ends. Harrison Central's Cody
Gamble and Steubenvitle’s Kwadre Wil-
ltams are the defensive tackles.

Connor is especially high on his line-
backer group, which includes Shadyside’s
Connor Banco, Martins Ferry's Drake Dob-
son and Steubenville’s Erik Lulla.

Edison’s Bryce McAloose and Bridge-
port’s Tine Kusic are the starters at strong
and free safety, while Barnesville’s Cade
Hannahs and Union Local’s Cal Kildow are
the corners.

Both coaches are happy with how their
special teams have come together. Steuben-
ville’s Ian Phillips will handle the punting
and placekicking for Ohio, while Universi-
ty’s Jonah Phares will do the sume for West

Virginia.
OVAC NOTES

B Weir's Reed Reitter is listed as a
game-time decision because of an injury
this week. Eddy was hopeful that he’d be
able to give it a go simply to get the ex-
perience, but Rejtier and the medical staff
would ultimatcly make the decision.

W The teams will take part in 2 brunch at
10 a.m., check out of their rooms at Bethany
College and have a team meal ot 2:30 p.m.
They'll then board the buses for Wheeling
Island Stadium.

W Chio will go through a quick
walthrough this morning between brunch
nnd checking out. Conner said his stafl ™ had
found a place on campus at Bethany™ to go
over their final preparations for all three
facets of the game. :

o Captains
Continued from Page B1
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“job back home, but I am so glad that T
accepted this. This has been 2 great experi-
ence. The players have enjoyed it and over-
all it’s been a positive experience.”

Connor is no stranger to the game. Since
he’s been the coach at Indian Creek, numer-
ous Redskins players have taken part, in-
cluding Connor’s son, Zac, who will serve
on the Ohio squad. But, being oificially
part of the game is something that the head
coach has soaked up all week.

“Seeing the week end is bittersweet be-
cause of the relationships with the Kids
and just being around them,” Connor said.
“From the time in the dorm, to the meals
and just hanging out and picking their
brains. It’s been a great week.”

Regardless of tonight’s outcome, the re-
lationships will last forever, but the players
and coaches have had upwards of 0 prac-
tices to pregarc, condition and learn an en-
tire new scheme and system. Throw in the

and free safety. respectively. Aaron Alvarez
of Morgantown and Magnolia’s Pat Miran-
dy arc sct to sfart at corner.

The Mountaineers™ oflense will be trig-
gered by Linsly™s Wyt Mirt, who alung
with Gehrer has drawn high praise from his
head coach this week.

Cameron’s Andrew Ritchea and Paden
City's Ryan Cross will open af running back
and fullback, respectively.

The four-wide receiver package will
include Wheeling Park’s  DeVoughn
McWhorter and Juck Stakem, along with
Wheeling Ceniral’s Anthony Robbins. The
other receiver spot will be split between
Morgantown’s  Scbastion  Stickler  and
Weir’'s Jake McCoy.

University’'s Derck Richardson s listed
as the tight end.

Up front, which was an arca ol concern
carly in the weck for Eddy because of depth,
has come together well, according to the fu-

fact that in an all-star game, coaches rea_llﬂ ture head couch at Logan High School in
don’t have a “scouting report” from which g,

T PowSETH STASKEY 1o work for the other opponent, meaning il be arshall’s Brady
PICTURED ARE some of the players who will return to Wheelin 8 Island Stadium Connor and Eddy will be adjusting on the w{ﬁﬂcnﬁ:wlﬂ;f,:l}]g;kﬂ]ﬂ[Tl,'ill:(l; ﬂ’} }Eﬂfﬂ}_

tonight for the 50th anniversary of their appearance in the OVAC All-Star Game. fly to a degree. T o PE S
Front row, from Ieft, are Dave Bruney (Martins Ferry), Alfred Bonili (Madonna), ““There are no tendencies in this game and (\Jhlflhz(l:_{;ggdegllﬁkqfcél;z?n\m-é%lscot:)ll}illi];:.?]‘ll:i
Ron Bobek (Shadysmie), Court Stewart (Shadyside) and Greg Harris (Bellaire). you're never quite sure what the other coach pgota1Fs Shane Hercules are the right and

R ER DY i LW T AR

Standing, from left, are Lambros Tsuhlares (Wellsburg}, Chuck Vavrock (John js going to do,” Connor said. “It’s challeng-
Marshall) and Dave Bruno (Bellaire).

“AMEﬁ;t;]A’S
LHOICE

Pl G 3 FTRTE POl fatd

ing, but it’s the same for them, too. I think
the camp is a good number of days with 32
guys.’

Ohio will employ a two-quarlcrback 5YS-
tem, rotating every two series, regardless of
perfarmunce.

Indian Creek’s Brennon Norris will start
the game, while Meadowbrook’s Davis
Black will see plenty of action, too.

“Both guarterbacks wili sec a lot of ac-
tion,” Connor said. “Both have been great
all week.”

In the backfield, St. Clairsville’s Brady
Kolb and East Liverpool’s Jalen Moman
will begin at running back. Harrison Cen-
tral’s Tyler West will be the “slot guy” for
the Buckeyes.

On the perimeter, St. Clairsville’s Craig
Bober, Cambndgc s Trent Valentine and
Indian Creek's Matt Mamula will open at
wide receiver.

Fort Frye’s Evan Schob will also see
time in the backfield when Connor opts for
a wing formation.

Up front for the Buckeyes, the line will
be comprised of Martins Ferry’s DeAndre
Pugh and Steubenville's Keonte Holmes at
tackle. Bellaire's Joey Hoepfner and Indi-
an Creek’s Trent Bolek will start at guard,
while Shadyside’s Andrew Jobe is the cen-
ter.

“The kids have really picked up the sys-
tem well,” Connor said. “They’ve really
gone hard in practice and been {ocused. [
really feel good about our offense.”

West Virginia’s defense will open with
Wheeling Central’s Vinny Mangino and
Morgantown's Nick DeFelice at the defen-
sive end spot. Valley’s George Brown will
start at nose tackle, while Wheeling Cen-
tral’s Luke Duplaga is the other defensive
tackle.

The linebacker corps includes Linsly’s
Bastian Gehrer, South’s Brayden Mooney
and Wheeling Park’s Jermain Snodgrass.

In the secondary, South’s Nick Yoho and
Linsly’s Jules Giovengo will roam at strong

left tackles, respectively.

“Our kids really have a good understand-
ing of what we're trying fo get done sche-
matically,” Eddy said. “'We're going 1o go
with what we have because it~ not like we
can go in at halftime and say. *OK. guys,
We're going to go buck to something we did
two weeks ago in a game.” We're just not
afford that luxury here.”

Ohio’s delense will feature Bellaires
Cole LaRoche and Indian Creek's Logun
Wilson at ends. Harrison Central’s Cody
Gamble and Steubenville’s Kwadre Wil-
liams are the defensive tackles.

Connor is especially high on lus line-
backer group, which includes Shiadyside’s
Connor Banco. Martins Ferry’s Drake Dob-
son and Steubenville's Erik Lulla.

Edison's Bryce McAloose and Bridge-
port’s Tino Kusic are the sturfers at strong
and free safety, while Buarnesville’s Cade
Hannahs and Union Local™s Cal Kildow are
the corners.

Both coaches are happy with how their
special teams hive come together. Steuben-
ville's lan Phillips will handle the punting
and placekicking for Ohio, whilc Universi-
ty’s Jonah Phares will do the same [or West
Virginia.

OVAC NOTLS

o Weir's Reed Reitter is listed a5 a
game-time decision because of an injury
this week. Eddy was hopeful thar he'd be
able to give it a go simply 1o get ihe ex-
perience, but Reitter and the medical staff
would ultimately make the decision,

W The tewmns will take part in o brunch at
10 a.m., check out of their rooms ot Bethany
College and have a team meal af 2:30 pan.
They’ll then board the buses for Wheeling
Island Stadium.

W Ohio will go through a  quick
walthrough this morning berween brunch
and checking out. Connor said his stafl had
found a place on campus af Bethany™ to go
aver their final preparations lor all three
facets of the game.

e Captains
Continued from Page B1
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are expected to share time at
quarterback tonight. Black
helped lead the Colts to
the regional championship
game, throwing for more
than 2,400 yards and 23
touchdowns last seasons.
Norris, meanwhile, saw
tnuch of his senior season
cut short due to an inju-

more than 2,000 yards and
14 touchdowns as a junior.
On the West Virginia
side, Geher is just the sec-
ond foreign-born player to
play in the game, joining
kicker Urs Mueller, who
represented Martins Ferry as
a kicker in the 2003 gaine.
Hirt passed for 1,376

touchdowns and was o thice-
year starter [ov the Cadets,
Willimms is the Jone line-
man on either squad to giin
1 caplainey nod. He could
see time both at center and
along the defensive  line.
He was o second-team all-
TRAC sclection fast seiason.

* Tradition

Continued from Page B1

just at a small school.
Coaches always say they are
great kids, but they truly are.

“] have stayed in touch.
When Shane signed with
West Liberty, he asked me
to be in the photo for the
newspaper. He also asked
me for a BD logo for his
helmet and then Vinny and
Anthony wanted them, also.
I will be at the game rooting
them on wearing my Bishop
Donahue green.”

Robbins was a first team
all-state receiver this year.
He relished his time at the
McMechen-based school.

“Playing for  Coach
Durdines was awesome. He
treated us more like family
than players,” Robbins said.
“Playing at Bishop was a
lot of fun as well. I love the
people 1 played with the two
years I was there.”

Those sentiments were
echoed by Hercules

“It was a fun expericnce
(playing at Donahue) as we
all got along. We all were
brothers,” the rugged line-
man said,

“Coach Durdines and
all the other coaches made
every practice fun. It was

i

an ali-wround great experl-
ence.” )

Mangine was one ol the
OVACS top two-way play-
ers the last two seasons. He
credits Durdines for mold-
ing him inte the star player
he is.

“Coach Durdines is 2
great coach. He is the reason
[ am inthis game. He shaped
me into the player [ am today
and 1'couldn™t have accom-
plished what 1 did without
him,” the all-state lincback-
or said. “Couch Durdines is
a great guy and o greaf role
model.”
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Onio VaLLey Tennis Crassic

Annual tournament benefiting high schoal
programs begins Wadnesday at Oglebay/10

The Sad
State Of
Legion

Baseball

WHEELING ~ Next week at
Potomnac State College, Wheeling
Post 1 will look to win its fourth
state title in five seasons,

For this veteran club, it has
been state championship or bust
all season.

From the top to bottom, Post
1 is a phenomenal outfit. From
Don Tennant to Chuck Koehler to
magager Jon-Michael Brunner to
the lower levels, Wheeling Post 1
is first class all the waly.

tis no
wonder it has
been one of the
most suc-
cessful teams
in the state
during the past
half decade.

On the
other side of
the river, St.
Clairsville Post
159 and Jef-
ferson County
Teramana Post
33 have their
teamns playing
at a high caliber every year.

The recent success of the high
school teams carried over into the
American Legion season.

Unfortunately, that is where the

OVAC All-Star Game
To Kick Off Tonight

JOSH
STROPE

SPORTS
EDITOR

. Photos by Seth Staskey
Shown Is Team West Virginia for Saturday’s 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left,
are DeVaughn McWhorter (Wheeling Park), Aaron Alvarez (Morgantow?, Jules GlovangBo (Linsly), Jake McCotK (Weir),
Nick Yoho (South) and Patrick Mirandy (Magnolia). Second row: are Reed Reitter (Welr), raxﬁien Mooney (South), Jack-
son Chanay (Oak Glen;, Whyatt Hirt (Linsly), Nick DeFelice (Morgantown), Sebastian Stickler (Magnolia) and Jermain Sno-

good feelings stop. d?rass (Wheeling Park). Third row: Andrew Ritchea (Cameron), Jack Stakem (Wheeling Park), Gage Adams (Magnolia},
‘This season has been like no Vinny Mangino (Wheeling Central), Anthony Robbins (Wheeling Central), Bastian Gehrer (Linsly) and Ryan Cross %’aden
other for our local American City). Fourth row: Gavin Lockhart {John Marshall), Brady Willlams {John Marshall}, George Brown (Valley), Rob Valenti
Legion teams. (Weir) and Luke Duplaga (Wheelin%] Central}. Fifth row: Hayden Hoge (Cameron), Ryan McCave (Wheeling Park), Shane .
ursday at the I-470 Com- Hercules {(John Marshall), Derek Richardson {University) and Jonah Phares (University). Top row: coaches Matt Kimes,
plex, Wheeling Post 1 earned an- Joey Lindamood, head coach Mike Eddy, Cody Nutter and Bryan Youngblood.
other Area One championship to o -

punch its ticket to the big dance.

A tournament that was sup-
posed to feature four teams was
whittled to two when Mounds-
ville Post 3 and Weirten Post 10
forfeited, leaving Wheeling to
play New Martinsville Post 28 in
4 best-of-3 series to determine the
Area One title.

Please see STROPE, Page 10

|
|
|

Shown is Team Ohio for Saturday’s 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left, are Evan
Schob (Fort Frye), Davis Black (Meadowbrook), Cal Kildow (Union Local}, Logan Wilson (Indian Creek), Kwadre Williams (Steu-
benville), Matt Mamula (indian Creek) and Craig Bober (St. Clairsville). Second row: Tino Kusic (Bridgeport), Trent Valentine
(Cambndge}, Cole LaRoche (Bellaire}, Erik Lulla (Steubenville), lan Phillips {(Steubenville), Brennon Norris (Indian Creek), Cade
Hannahs (Bamesville) and Tyler West (Harrison Central). Third row: Bryce McAfoose (Edison), Chase Chicwak (Shenandoah),
Jalen Moman (Steubenville), Brady Kolb (St. Clairsvil!eg, Hunter Dennis 2River), Connor Banco (Shadyside) and Drake Dobson
Martins Ferry). Fourth row: Andrew Jobe (Shadyside), Joe Hoepfner (Bellaire), Trent Bolek (Indian Creelk), Keonte Holmes
Steubenville), Trent Wright (Toronto}, Cody Gamble (Harrison Central) and Dalton Rice (Shenandoah). Fifth row, from left, are
Owen Hartshom (Monroe Central) and DeAndre Pugh (Martins Ferry). m: row: coaches David Kemp, Rebb Lucas, Mike Wilson
Jr., Joe Hammack, head coach Andrew Connor, coaches Matt Shreve, Mike Voltz, Zach Connor and Joe Strohmeyer.

Ohio looks to make it two straight against West Virginia

Wolverines
Make Trek
To W.Va.

Qosterbaan, Beaty

1ni i By SETH STASKEY Football Game, capping a week’s gooutand show why they’rehere” they simply get tired of running

represent University For The In worth of activities and buildup.  ~ West Virginia coach Mike intoeach other and they're ready (o
of M|Ch[gan at Open WHEELING — time has  Kickoffisslatedfor 7:15pm.at  Eddy, who eamed the invitation go hit someone else.”

arrived, Wheeling Island Stadium. after a strong season at Parkersburg ~ The Ohio squad will be seeking

By CODY TOMER King Football makes its tium-  “Ithink I can speak foreveryone  South, compared the last few days  its second straight victory in the se-

Staff Writer phant retumn to'the Ohio Valley this in Ohio — coaches and players — - of practice to the regular-season ries and overall the Buckeyes own

WHEELING ~ Teddy Oost- evening. that we're all excited and ready to  opener. a 43-29-1 upperhand, Prior to Last

erbann and Nick Beaty of the Uni- For the 74th time, Ohio and go play this game,” Ohio coach  “The kids are kind of chomping  scason, however, West Virgimia

versity of Michigan’s tennis team
were simnlv lnnkine tn niav snme

West Virginia are set to meet for
chate hemoeine richte in the anmal

w Connor of Indian Creek
caid “*The Yide hauve hean arant all

at the bit to go play,” Eddy sai
“T'e Lrind of lika threa waale in

had won the thiee previous games.




is first class all the way.

: Itisno
wonder it has
been one of the
most suc-
cessful teams
in the state
during the past
half decade.

On the
other side of
the river, St.
Clairsville Post
159 and Jef-
ferson County
Teramana Post
33 have their
teams playing
at a high caliber every year.

The recent success of the high
school teams carrted over into the
American Legion season.

Unfortunately, that is where the
good feelings stop.

This season has been like no
other for our local American
Legion teams.

Thursday at the [-470 Com-
plex, Wheeling Post 1 earned an-
ather Area One championship to
punch its ticket to the big dance.

A tournament that was sup-
posed to feature four teams was
whittled to two when Mounds-
ville Post 3 and Weirton Post 10
forfeited, leaving Wheeling to
play New Martinsvilie Post 28 in
a best-of-3 series to determine the
Area One title.

Please see STROPE, Page 10
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Wolverines
Make Trek
To W.Va.

Oosterbaan, Beaty
represent University
of Michigan at Open

By CODY TOMER
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Teddy Oost-
erbaan and Nick Beaty of the Uni-
versity of Michigan's tennis team
were simply looking to play some
tennis and sharpen their skills in
the offseason.

They decided 1o make the jour-
ney from Ann Arbor to the Bordas
and Bordns West Virginia Open at
the Oglebay Tennis Club — a trip
they won’t soon forget,

“It's my first time here and it's
amazing,” Oosterbaan said. “We
were just looking for some tourna-
ments and found this one here.

“I'm glad we did. It's beautiful
around here. We would like to Jook
around a bit when we finish play-
ing tennis.”

Although they would like to hit
one of Oglebay's three golf cours-
es before they get back on the road,
there is still plenty of tennis left to

lay.
P geaty drew the No. 2 seed in the
tournament and has been undefeat-
ed thus far.

Oosterbaan claimed his first
match before falling in Round 2
but the duo is also the No. 2 seed in
the doubles bracket and still alive.

*“This has been a great event
so far," Beaty said. “T think it’s
a beautiful park, the couris are
well-taken care of and we've had 4
great experience.

See WOLVERINES, Page 10
i

Photos by Seth Staskey
Shown is Team Waest Virginia for Saturday's 74th annual OVAGC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left,
are DeVaughn McWhorter (Wheeling Park), Aaron Alvarez (Morgantown), Jules Giovengo (Linsly), Jake McCoK (Weir),
Nick Yoho ?South) and Patrick Mirandy (Magnelia). Second row: are Reed Reitter (Weir), Bra den Mooney (South), Jack-
son Chaney (Oak Glen), Wyatt Hirt (Linsly), Nick DeFelice (Morgantown), Sebastian Stickler (Magnolia) and Jarmain Sno-
dgrass (Wheeling Park). Third row: Andrew Ritchea (Cameron), Jack Stakem (Wheeling Park), Gage Adams (Magnolia),
Vinny Mangino (Wheelin%]_Cenlral). Anthony Robbins (Wheeling Central), Bastian Gehrer (Linsly} and Ryan Cross %aden
City). Fourih row: Gavin Lockhart (John Marshall), Brady Williams (John Marshall), George Brown (Valley), Rob Valenti
(Weir) and Luke Duplaga (Wheeling Central). Fifth row: Hayden Hoge (Cameron), Ryan McCave (Wheeling Park), Shane
Hercules (John Marshall), Derek Richardson (University) and Jonah Phares (University). Top row: coaches Matt Kimes,
Joey Lindamood, head coach Mike Eddy Cody Nutter and Bryan Youngblood.

riwoase T

Shown is Teamn Ohio for Saturday's 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left, are Evan
Schab (Fort Frye), Davis Black (Meadowbrook), Cal Kildow (Union Local), Logan Witson {indian Creek), Kwadre Williams (Steu-
benville), Matt Mamula (Indian Creek) and Craig Bober (St Ctajrsville?. Second row: Tino Kusic (Bridgeport), Trent Valentine
(Cambridge), Cole LaRoche (Bellaire), Erik Lulla (Steubenville), tan Phillips (Steubenvillg), Brennon Norris (Indian Creek), Cade
Hannahs (Barnesville) and Tyler West (Harrison Ceniral). Third row: Bryce McAfoose (Edison), Chase Chicwak (Shenandoah),
Jalen Moman (Steubenvilie), Brady Kolb (St. Clairsville), Hunter Dennis (River), Connor Banco (Shadyside} and Drake Dobson
Martins Ferry). Fourth row: Andrew Jobe (Shadgside), Joe Hoepfner (Bellaire), Trent Bolek (Indian Creek), Keonte Holmes
Steubenville), Trent Wright (Toronto), Cody Gamble (Harrison Central) and Dalton Rice (Shenandoah). Fifth row, from left, are
wen Hartshomn {(Monroe Central) and DeAndre Pugh (Martins Ferry). Top row: coaches David Kemp, Robb Lucas, Mike Wilson
Jr., Joe Hammack, head coach Andrew Cannor, coaches Matt Shreve, Mike Voitz, Zach Connor and Joe Strohmeyer.

Ohio looks to make it two straight against West Virginia

By SETH STASKEY Football Game, capping a week's gooutand show why they’rehere.”  they simply get tired of running

For The Intelligencer worth of activities and buildup. West Virginia couch Mike intoecach other and they’re ready to
WHEELING — 'he time has  Kickoffis slated for 7:15p.m.at Eddy, who eamed the invitation po hit someone else.”

arrived. Wheeling Island Stadium. afler a strong season at Parkersburg  The Chio squad will be seeking

King Football makes its wrium- I think I can speak for everyone South, compared the last few days  its second stright victory in the se-

phant return to the Ohio Valley this in Ohio — coaches and players — * of practice to the regular-season ries and overall the Buckeyes own

evening. that we’re all excited and ready to  open 1 43-29-1 upperhand. Prior to Jast

er.

For the 74th time, Ohio and go play this game,” Ohio coach  “The kids are kind of chompin:‘: season, however, West Virginia
West Virginia are set to meet for Andrew Comnor of Indian Creek af the bit to go play,” Eddy said. had won the three previous games.
state bragging rights in the annual said. ““The kids have been great all “It’s kind of like those weeks in
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star week and now it's time for themto  August when you'rc in camp and  Please see OVAC, Fage 10

Trio Carrying on Bishop Donahue Tradition

‘ Hercules, Mangino, Robbins
= & also representing Bishops

By BUBBA KAPRAL
Exccutive Sporis Editor
WHEELING — Gone but not forgatien.
Bishop Donahue High School was unceremo-
niously closed by then-Bishop Michacl Brans-
fickd more than two years ago. While the scars
and pain resulting from that controversial de-
cision stilt resonale throughout BD Nation, the
school’s football legacy will shine brightly in
tonight's OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Game,
Three gridders with Bishop Donahue roots
will be suiting up for the West Virginia squad.
Vinny Mangino, Anthony Robbins and Shane
Hercules all’ were two-year regulars at Bishop
Donahue for Coach John Durdines.
They all were expected to be four-year stal-
Jpevt . MEB | warts Tor the Bishops. Bransfield's closure de-
) . Photo by Kyle LUz 100 changed that with Mangino and Robbins
From left, Shane Hercules, Vinny Mangino and Anthony Robbins played their gpting 10 matriculaie 1o Wheeling Central while

first two years at Bishop Donahue before the school closed two ysars ago. Hercules chose John Marshall.
The trio will be representing the Bishops, along with their current schools
during tonight's Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Sar Game.

Please see BISHOP, Page 10




Classic is scheduled for July 31-Aug. 4, '1ii¢
clay courts of Oglebay play host i the only
tournament that focuses on local players.
Now in its 15th year, the tournament was
originally created when George Frazier and
Chris Freeman observed that the Ohio Valley
needed a true local tennis tournament.

“We wanted to encourage young players
to participate, so we had both middle school
and high school divisions. In addition, we
subsidized the entry fee expense by raising
money via sponsorships,” Freeman said.

Frazier has been the OVAC tennis di-
rector and suggested that all proceeds from
this local tournament go to the high school
teams to support developing the programs
for both boys and girls.

When Freeman’s daughter, Emily,
moved back to Wheeling a few years ago,
she also recognized the importance of this

- 7L TEMEeIMDET HOW LUUULL L SILJUYGU UGIE
on the tennis team in high school and want
current students to-have the same experi-
ence I did,” Emily Freeman said.

Emily Freeman is now the director of the
tournament with the help of her committee
members, Chris Freeman and Frazier.

There are men's and women's evenls
as well as high school and middle school.
Entries can be found at the Oglebay courts
or on the Ohio Valley Tennis Classic Face-
book page (entry deadline is Monday, July
29). All participants receive a T-shirt and
awards are given to all finalists, The 2019
major sponsors include: Raymond James
Financial Services, Main Street Bank, Dr.
Tom Dorsey, Wheeling-Oglebay Tennis
Club & Wheeling Veterinarian Associates.
Contact Emily Freeman with any guestions
at (304) 233-6600.

OVAC

(Continued from Page %)

“Obviously, this is an
all-star game, but at the
same time, I told the kids
we're going out {o win a
football game,” Connor
said. “The OVAC calls this
an exhibition and I told the
kids there’s no such thing
in my mind. If they’re
keeping score, we want to
win,”

Eddy echoed those state-
ments,

“There are mMuny reasons
we do what we do — both
as players and coaches —
but all of us want to win
and be successful,” Bddy
said. “It’s not any different
when you’re in this (all-star
game) setting. When we get
out on that field (tonight),
we want to win the game
and 1 know our kids will
give the best effort they
can.”

Both coaches are rookies
to the head coaching role
in the game and both raved
about the entire week with
the players,

“We talked, as a staff,
about what a great experi-
ence this has been,” Lddy
said, “Sure, it takes some
time away from your daily
life, your families, your job
back home, but I am so glad
that I accepted this. This
has been a great experience.
The players have enjoyed it
and overail it’s been a posi-
tive experience.”

Connor i$ no stranger
to the game. Since he’s
been the coach at Indian
Creek, numerous Redskins

layers have taken part,
mcluding Connor’s son,
Zac, who will serve on the
Ohio squad. But, being of-
ficially Eart of the game
is something that the head
coach has soaked up all
week.

“Seeing the week end
is bittersweet because of
the relationships with the
kids and just being around
them,” Connor said. “From
the time in the dorm, to the
meals and just hanging out
and picking their brains.
It’s been a great week.”

Regardless of tonight’s
outcome, the relationships
will last forever, but the
plzgrcrs and coaches have
had upwards of 10 practic-
es to prepare, condition and
learn an entire new scheme
and system,

Throw in the fact that in
an all-star game, coaches
-really don’t have a “scout-
ing report” from which to
work for the other oppo-
nent, meaning Connor and
Eddy will be adjusting on
the fly to a degree.

“There are no tendencies
in this game and you're
never quite sure what the
other coach is going to do,”
Connor said. “It’s challeng-
ing, but it's the same for
them, too. I think the camp
is a pood number of days
with 32 guys.”

Ohio  will

employ a
two-quarterback

system,

rotating every two series,
regardless of performance.

Indian Creck’s Brennon
Norris will start the game,
while Meadowbrook’s Da-
vis Black will see plenty of
action, too.

“Both quarterbacks will
see a lot of action,” Connor
said. “Both have been great
all week.”

In the backfield, St
Clairsville’s Brady XKolb
and East Liverpool's Jalen
Moman will begin at run-
ning back. Harrison Cen-
tral’s Tyler West will be
the “slot guy” for the Buck-
eyes,

On the perimeier, St
Clairsville’s Craig Bober,
Cambridge’s Trent Val-
entine and Indian Creek’s
Matt Mamula will open at
wide receiver.

Fort Frye's Evan Schob
will also see time in the
backfield when Connor
opts for a wing formation.

Up front for the Buck-
eyes, the line will be com-
prised of Martins Fer-
ry’s DeAndre Pugh and
Steubenville's Keonte
Holmes at tackle. Bel-
faire’s Joey Hoepiner and
indian Creek’s Trent Bolek
will start at guard, while
Shadyside’s Andrew Jobe
is the center.

“The Kids have really
picked up the system well,”
Connor said, “They’ve real-
ly gone hard in practice and
been focused. I really feel
good about our offense.”

West Virginia's defense
will open with Wheeling
Central’s Virmy Mangino
and Morgantown’s  Nick
DeFelice at the defensive
end spot. Valley’s George
Brown will starf at nose
tackle, while Wheeling
Central’s Luke Duplaga is
the other defensive tackle.

The linebacker corps
includes Linsly’s Bastian
Gehrer, South’s Brayden
Mooney and Wheeling
Park’s Jermain Snodgrass,

in the secondary, South’s
Nick Yoho and Linsly’s
Jules Giovengo will roam
at strong and free safety, re-
spectively. Aaron Alvarez
of Morgantown and Mag-
nolia’s Pat Mirandy are set
o start af corner.,

The Mountaineers’ of-
fense will be trigpered by
Linsly’s Wyatt Hirt, who
along with Gehrer has
drawn high praise from his
head coach this week.

Cameron’s Andrew Rit-
chea and Paden City’s
Ryan Cross will open at
running back and fullback,
respectively.

The  four-wide  re-
ceiver package will in-
cludle Wheeling Park’s
DeVaughn McWhorter and
Jack Stakem, along with
Wheeling Central’s  An-
thony Robbins, The other
receiver spot will be split
between Morgantown’s Se-
bastian Stickler and Weir’s
Jake McCoy.

University's Derek Rich-
ardson is listed as the tight
end.

Up front, which was an
area of concern early in the
week for Bddy because of
depth, has come together
well, according to the fu-
ture head coach at Logan
High Schooel in Ohio.

At center will be John
Marshail’s Brady Williams,
He's flanked at guard by
Cameron’s Hayden Hoge
and Weir's Rob Valenti.
Wheeling Park's Ryan Mc-
Cave and John Marshall’s
Shane Hercules are the
right and left tackles, re-
spectively.

“Qur kids really have
a good understanding of
what we’re trying to pget
done schematically,” Eddy
said, “We're going to go
with what we have because
it’s not like we can go in
at halftime and say, ‘OK,
guys. We're going to go
back to something we did
two weeks ago in a game.’
We're just not afford that
luxury here.”

Ohio's defense will fea-
ture Bellaire’s Cale La-
Roche and Indian Creek's
Logan Wilson at ends.
Harrison Central’s Cody
Gamble and Steubenville’s
Kwadre Williams are the
defensive tackles.

Connor is especially high
on his linebacker group,
which includes Shadyside’s
Connor Banco, Martins
Ferry’s Prake Dobson and
Steubenville’s Erik Lulla,

Edison’s Bryce McA-
foose and Bridgeport’s
Tino Kusic are the starters
at strong and free safety,
while Barnesville's Cade
Hannahs and Union Local's
Cal Kildow are the corners.

Both coaches are hap-
py with how their special
teams have come together.
Steubenville’s Jan Phillips
will handle the punting
and placekicking for Ohio,
while’ University’s Jonah
Phares will do the same for
West Virginia.

OVAC NOTES

B Weir's Reed Reitter
is listed as a game-time
decision because of an in-
jury this week. Eddy was
hopeful that he'd be able
to give it a go simply to get
the experience, but Reit-
ter and the medical staff
would ultimately make the
decision. .

B The teams will take
part in a brunch at 10 am.,
check out of their rooms at
Bethany College and have
a team meal at 2:30 pm,
They’!l then board the bus-
es for Wheeling Island Sta-
dium.

g Ohio will go through
a quick walthrough this
morning between brunch
and checking out. Connor
said his staff “had found a
place on campus at Beth-
any” to go over their final
preparations for all three
{acets of the pame.
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That’s where the tennis coaches of Michi-
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hopefully the opportunities will come.”

(Continued from Page 9)

The series was no
conlest as Wheeling
dominated, outscoring
New Martinsville 23-0 in
the two games, as well as
limiting them to a com-
bined one single, including
a no-hitter from Eli Petho
in the clincher.

Upsets happen in sports
all the time, but it would
have been one of epic pro-
portions if Wheeling didn’t
walk away with the trophy.

But kudos to New
Martinsville for actually
showing up.

“I give props to New
Martinsville,” Brunner
said. “Eric (McKeever,
New Martinsville manag-
er) and I talked after the
game and it is tough to get
guys at this time of year.
give a lot of credit to them.
They came out and played.
us hard and bounced back
from the mistakes they
made (Wednesday).

“You have to give them
credit for coming vp,
knowing they are a young
team and go give it their all
against the veteran squad
we have. I really appreciate
everything (McKeever) did
for legion baseball, getting
these guys together and
competing. We need more

eople like him who gets
is nine and they are going
to compete.”

Like I said, Post 1 and
Brunner are first class.

Moundsville was in trou-
ble from the very begin-
ning. A change in leader-
ship was not well-received
and a team that is usually
made of John Marshall and
Cameron kids split.

Post 3 mainly featured
Cameron players, while the
John Marshall contingent
formed a travel club called
the WV Monarchs.

Post 3 opened the season
with 11 players and I
would be lying if I said 1
expected them to finish the
regular seasen.

I can’t speak on
Weirton's issues other-
than to say both Weirton
and Moundsville had
enough players as recent
as three weeks ago for the
Beast of the East Tourna-
ment. What changed? In
fact, Moundsville played
Wheeling at the begin-
ning of the last week of
the regular season before
forfeiting the home finale,
Weirton also forfeited
a doubleheader against
Wheeling the day before.

Post | went 6-0 against
the Area One teams this
season, winning as many
games on the field as it did

BisHoP

in forfeits.

On the Ohio side,
Barnesville also saw its
season come to an end
thanks to lack of players.
Barnesville was handed a
jopsided loss in the tour-
nament opener before not
having enough to compete
in an elimination game.

I really feei for the
legion managers that try to
give kids an outlet to play
baseball.

Let me state that T am
the last person that §s
going to tell someone how
to spend their summer.
Families want (o take va-
cations, kids want to spend
time with their friends and
girlfriends. You are only
young once, make the most
of it.

Legion ball takes away a
lot of that. It can be a grind
and before you know il,
you are back in school and
your summer is gone. 1 ful-
ly understand the sacrifices
that go along with legion
baseball.

But if you are not
going to make it to the sea-
son-ending tourmiunents,
why even play in the first
place? If you aren’t going
to put your all into it, why
waste the time of your
teammates and coaches?

If injuries are a factor, it
is understandable. But that
isn’t what is going with a
lot of these legion teams.

To me, that makes the
story of Post 1 catcher
Chas MeCool all the more
impressive.

cCool was selected
to play in tonight’s Rudy
Mumiey OVAC All-Star
Game, something that most
players that strap on pads
and a helmet dream of.

Instead, he opted to
70t report to Bethany and
remain with his Post 1
ieammates,

If he would have played
in the game, [ don't think
anyone would have blamed
him. Post | would still
have bealen New Martins-
ville soundly without him.

But here is a player that
made a commitment to
legion baseball and stuck
with it. Kudos to him in
what is becoming rarer and
rarer by the minute.

Next year the West
Virginia American Legion
State Tournament cones
to Wheeling. Rules state
that the host tean gets two
teams into the tournament.

Meaning when Post |
wins again, the runnerup
will also automatically
qualify. Maybe that will
give other teams the in-

centive to stick with their
commitments for o whole
SCASOoN.

Then again, with the way
legion baseball is going,

1 wotldn't be surprised il
either of those teams folded
to sturt with.

OVAC All-Star Game

The Rudy Mumley
QVAC All-Star Game
kicks off tonighit for the
74th time.

The unofTicial start to
football season in the Ohio
Valley is always met with
a lot of fanfare and the
players amd coaches want
to win the “exhibition™ as
bad as they would a reguolar
Season game,

For many, it is the fast
time they will play orga-
nized football so look lor
them to leave it all on the
field.

Obviously 1 am sup-
Eosed 1o remitin unbiased,

ut T can't say that [ don™t
slightly root for my home
state West Virginia. That
being said, [ am picking
Ohio 1o win, 28-14.

Reading the stories and
tweets all week, 1 don’t
know if there will be
anyone that wants to win
the game more than Ohio
and Indian Creek coach
Andrew Connor.

Ohio features a punish-
ing rushing attack and 1
predict former St. Clairs-
ville standout Brady Kolb
(o have o moenster game
and take hoine Most Valu-
able Player honors.

Hall of Famer

Also going on this
week is the West Virginia
Open tennis tournament af
Oglebay.

The tournament is ong
of the top amateur towrna-
ments in the country and
every year is run like 2
well-oiled machine.

Prior to the finals
Sunday. the Wheeling
Oglebay Tennis Club will
honer Debbie Pickens into
its Hall of Fame. And a
well-eserved induction
that is.

There are a lot of people
in the Ohio Valley who
have helped to grow tennis
and Pickens is at the top
of the list, Her work in
providing results and
information on the various
tournaments and camps
during the summer is sec-
ond 1o none.

And she is as nice a pet-
son as you will meet.

Congratulitions Debbie!

Josh Strope can be
reached dt fstrope@
theintelligeneer.net

{Continued from Page 9)

While Bishop Donahue football has been
dormant for two years, Durdines tecalls
with much pride his three all-star perform-
ers as they helped the Bishops realize much
success on the field. The talented trio played
key roles as freshmen as Donahue went 8-3
while gaining a WVSSAC playoff berth. A
year later, the Bishops went 7-3

“] am very proud and excited for them.
1 knew they were going to be special play-
ers from Day 1. I am tickled to death that
they got to experience success at their new
schools,” Durdines said, “They also showed
they were very good players, not just at a
small school. Coaches always say they are
great kids, but they truly are.

“] have stayed in touch. When Shane
signed with West Liberty, he asked me
to be in the photo for the newspaper. He
also asked me for a BD logo for Eis hel-
met and then Vinny and Anthony wanted
them, also. 1 will be at the game rooting
them on wearing my Bishop Donahue
green.”

Robbins was a first team all-state receiv-
er this year. He relished his time at the Mc-
Mechen-based school.

T e
it e

“Playing for Coach Durdines was awe-
some. He treated us more like family than
players,” Robbins said. “Playing at Bishop
was 2 lot of fun as well. 1 tove the people |
played with the two years | was there.”
| ‘Those sentiments were echoed by Hercu-
es
“It was & fun experience (plying at Do-
nahue) as we all got along, We all were
brothers.” the rugged lineman said. “Coach
Durdines and all the other coaches made ev-
ery practice fun.'lt was an ail-around great
experience.”

Mangine was one of the OVAC's top
two-way players the last two seasons. He
credits Durdines for molding him inte the
star player he is.

“Couach Durdimes is a great coach. He is
the reason I am in this game. He shaped me
into the player I am today and I couldn’thave
accomplished what 1 did without him,” the
all-state Hnebacker said. “Coach Durdines is
a great guy and a great role model.

“Playing at Donahue was a lot of fun
and always specinl. The whole community
would be cheering us on. 10 T conld, [ would
go back and do it all over again.”
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Connor relishes
OVAC experience

WHEELING - Andrew Connor was like a
kid in a candy store all of last week.

The personable and highly successful In-
dian Creek head football cpach says he has
waited 17 years to coach in the OVAC Rudy
Mumley Charity Football Classic.

Connor got his chance Saturday night at
Wheeling Island Stadium. He did not waste
the opportunity,

Connor stressed from the time his players
checked in at Bethany College eight days
ago that his emphasis was on the winning the
game.

He wanted his players to have an enjoy-
able time but he put paramount ermnphasis
on winning. According to his players, he
stressed that repeatedly. His Buckeyes didn't
let him down. Far from it, exhibiting game-
long resiliency.

Ohio pulled out a 21-17 verdict, courte-
sy of a late touchdown pass from Meadow-
brook’s Davis Black to §t. Clairsville’s Craig
Bober. The scoring connection covered 28
yards and was set up by a defensive back-bit-
ing putnp fake by Black.

That aerinl game-winner helped Ohio
overcome a brilliant performance by West
Virginia’s De’Vaughn McWhorter. The
Wheeling Park product was nothing short
of sensational, rushing for 102 yards on just
four carries. He scored on runs of 76 and 25
yards. He also landed three passes.

See, CONNOR, Page B2

All-Star Football Game at
rikk Lulla (14).

ten
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MARTINS FERRY'S Drake Dobson (46} moves in to tackle Weir's Jake McCoy during Saturdaf night's OVAC Rudy
heeling Istand Stadium. Ohio rallied for a 21-17 victory. C

osing In is Steuben-

Ohio rallies past W.Va.
on late touchdown pass

» St. Clairsville’s Kolb voted Most Valuable Player in fan vote

By KYLE LUTZ

For The Times Leadar
WHEELING -  Con-

trolling the tempo of the game

is imperative to success. When ||
it came to the second half,
that’s what Ohio Coach An-
drew Connor thought his teain
did during the 74th annual
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-
Star Game Saturday night at
Wheeling Island Stadium.

The Buckeyes put together
some key plays on both sides
of the ball as it got past West
Virginia 21-17 o secure a vic-
lory.

“T give both teams credit,” §
Ohio coach Andrew Connor
said. “Both teams played hard (4,
out here and pave everything
they had. I thought my tcam
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throughout the week practiced HARRISON CENTRAL'S Tyler West (22) runs past Lins-

hatd and I think we were ready
to play 48 minutes. I thought
the second half of the game we
really kind of tilted it towards
us whether it was our defense
or our offense. I thought we
controlled the game towurds
the end of the third quarter,”

St. Clairsvilie’s Brady Koilb
was named the game’s MVP
after a 102-yard, one touch-
down effort on 24 carries.

His 28-yard scamper to the
end zone with 1:42 left in the

ly's Julian Giovengo (4) during Saturday night's game.

first half tied the game at 14-
14 where it remained as both
teams went into the locker
room for halftime.

“This is MVP award really
goes to the line,” Kolb said. “I
thought they really stepped up.
We started off a little slow, but
we got them up and the line led
the way and paved the way. It
Just really means a lot to me.”

Down 17-14, midway

through the fourth quarter,
Connor put the ball in Kolb's
bands as Ohio drove down the
field and got on the West Vir-
ginia 1 thanks to'a handful of
direct snaps to Kolb with him
answering the bell. He ran the
ball 10 times during the drive.

However, right when one
thought the tide was turning
in Ohio’s favor, Kelb fumbled
the snap and Nick Defelice re-

covered the ball for West Vir-
ginia, :
“We were pushing it and it’s
tough to always see a turnover
happen in a really important

2 time, but I kept my head up
" and my team Kept their heads

up,” Kolb said. “They got me
up, I got them up and we Kept
going.”

Even with its back against
the wall, Ohio stepped up in
a big way. Cal Kildow took
advantage of a pass as a West
Virginia player slipped down
as he picked off Wyatt Hirt
three plays later that put Chio
in business.

On the next Ohio offensive
snap, Davis Black connected
with Kolb’s high school team-
mate Craig Bober for 28 yards
to put the score at 21-17 with
6:06 remaining in the game.

- “The two picks we had in
the second half were just phe-
nomenal catches,” Connor
said. “It really helped our of-
fense and we tilted the field
and it really helped out.”

Ohio put the first points on
the board as they drove down
the field with an impressive
opening drive as Connor Ban-
co crossed the goal line from
3 yards out to put the score at

-0.

See, OHIO, Page B2

Seth Staskey
Sports Editor

- fect time to go up top.

St ‘ 'S Bober
shines as WR

WHEELING — Craig Bober reported
for OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Game
camp with the idea that he'd be playing on
the defensive side of the ball.

The St. Clairsville graduate was OK with
that because the opportunity to play one last
prep game before heading off to West Lib-
erty Universily was more important 1o him
than any individual effort.

As the week at Bethany College pro-
gressed, however, Bober's mindset had to
change toward the offensive side of the ball,
which is where he’s expecied to contribute
for the Hilltoppers and where he offered the
greatest impact for the Red Devils.

So when Bober had his number called for
a stop-and-go route with Meadowbrook’s
Davis Black late in the fourth quarter with
the Ohio squad trailing, 17-14, Bober was
ready.

“We talked about that play at halftime as
an adjustment, but we realized we may only
get one shot at it,” Bober sajd.

The Ohio coaching staff was spot on.
After using Bober significantly underneath,
head coach Andrew Connor picked the per-

“The series before the touchdown, the
corner did a nice job of breaking on the
hitch, so we knew this was our chance for
that play,” Bober continued.

From there, it was just a matter of two
future Mountain East Conference rivals —
Black (University of Charleston) and Bober
— executing,

Ses, BOBER, Page B2




SPORTS

e Ohio
Continued from Page B1

West Virginia, though,
was able to hold Ohio in
check for the majority of the
first holf after that.

De'Vaughn McWhorter
was the equalizer for West
Virginia as he took his first
handoff and went 76 yards
to the house to put the score
at 7-7,

McWhorter wasn't done
there, with his second rush-
ing attempt, he maneuvered
through the Ohio defense
and gave the Mountaineers
a 14-7 lead with 7:51 left
until halftime,

The former Wheeling
Park standout accounted for
102 yards on four carries
and caught three passes for
24,

“That was a great high
school football game,” West
Virginia coach Mike Eddy
said, “These kids committed
an entire week of their life to

be apart of this. The OVAC

did a great job of making it
feel special for them. They
did exactly what you ask
kids to do. They go out and
gave great effort from start
to finish. That’s what allows
you to have great football
games is by players giving
great efforts and they did
that.”

West Virginia looked to
get things going on their
second possession of the
second half. With the help
of a 54-yard connection
from Hirt to Jack Stakem,
the Mountaineers .managed
to get to the Ohio 4,

However, the Chio de-

fense stood firm and held
West Virginia to a 21-yard
field goal by Jonah Phares.
*That's how this game
goes,” Eddy. suid. “That's
one of the thipgs that makes
it exciting and interesting.
That's why young players
have to learn to be resilient.
When those moments hap-
pen, they're still in the game
and they’re still in the mo-
ment and they're not over-
come with emotion. We talk
to players all the time about
be passionate about what
you're doing and don’t be
emotional about what you're
doing. Unfortunately at the
end, that's when you see

Photo/ALEX KOZLOWSHKI

ST. CLAIRSVILLE’S Brady Kolb looks for running
room Saturday night. He was voted the game MVP.

emotion instead of pussion.
It's a fine line sometimes,
but I couldn’t be prouder of
these young men and what
they did this week."”

Hirt finished the game
with 155 yards passing
while Stakem led the receiv-
ing core with 90 yards on
four catches.

For Ohio, Brennon Norris
went 9 of 13 for 119 yards
while Black had 57 pass-
ing yards and a TD. Bober
hauled in six receptions for
84 yards to lead the Ohio re-
ceiving core,

“It’s just an honor. It was
an honor to coach these

guys,” Connor said. “I
thought my coaching staff
did a great job all week and
I thought the kids did what-
ever they could all week
long, These are 31 very spe-
cial young men and they're
parents should be proud of
them.”

NOTE: There was a small
scuffle near the end of the
game after a roughing the
punter penalty was: called
on West Virginia. The pen-
alty resulted in an automatic
first down for Ohio where it
kneeled to wind down the
clock.
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Dixon holds off Rosenqvist

LEX[NGTON Ohio (AP)
Scott Dixon’s victory
Sunday was a lot closer than
his previous five at the Mid-
Ohio Sports Car Course.
Scott Dixon held off rook-

ie teammate Felix Rosen--

qvist by 0.0934 seconds in
the Honda Indy 200 to put
himself back in contention
to defend his IndyCar sea-
son championship.

It was the closest finish at
Mid-Ohio and the third-clos-
est on a road course in In-
dyCar history. The Chip
Ganassi Racing driver from

New Zealand is third on the -

career victory list with 46
“I would bave preferred
winning by 10 seconds in-

- stead of banging wheels for

a few laps,” Dixon said.
“It feels really good for the
sheer fact we haven't won
here since 2014.”

The final lap on the 13-
turn, 2.258-mile road course
featured an epic battle with
Rosenqvist — and a failed

; maneuver bgﬂfomts leader

Josef Newgneden of Team
Penske. Newpgarden tried to

get around third-place Ryan
Hunter-Reay in the keyhole
part of the course, but end-
ed up bumping Hunter-Reay
and spinning off the track.
Hunter-Reay of Andretti
Autosport was third, 1.16
seconds behind Dixon,

Newgarden blew a chance
to add to his points lead over
Alexander Rossi. - Rossi
struggled to fifth, but still
reduced Newgarden’s ad-
vantage to 16 points,

Newgarden, who finished
14th, blomed himself for the
incident.

“I was trying to get on the
podinm,” he said. “It was
my fault to force the issue.”

Penske's Simon  Pa-
genaud, who was sixth, is 57
points off the lead. Dixon is
62 back. There are four rac-
es left.

“It’s a big shift,” Dixon
said. “These are the kind of
weekends you need.”

The race to the checkered
flag included lapped cars
that put some space between
Dixon and Rosenqvist, who
has not*won on the Indy cir-

 for 6th Mid-Ohio victory

cuit.

Team owner Chip Ga-
nassi gave the go-ahead for
the two to race to the fin-
ish. Rosenqvist and Dixon
bumped but not enough to
cause an accident that would
have prevented a 1-2 leam
finish.

“If it was someone else,
I'd go a bit harder,” Rosen-
qvist said. “Being Scott, you
know he’s going to be fair.

Chip says the first rule
is don’t take out your team-
mate.”

Dixon finished on the red
alternate tires that run faster
but are less durable ond he
was losing seconds off his
lead in the closing laps.

“We were closing on
them but we came up a little
short,” Hunter-Reay said.

Dixon sensed his advan-
tage was slipping away,

“With about 15 (laps) to
go, I was moaning to the
team | have to pit again,” he
said.

Rosenqvist got a closeup
look at why Dixon is third in
Indy victories.

* Bober

Continued from Page B1
Bober, who caught 6 passes for 84 yards

i in the game, sold the initial move, Black

delivered the pump fake and it was a touch-
down.

“When I reported to camp, I definitely
didn’t see myself catching the game-win-
ning touchdown,” Bober admitted. “Catch-
ing that (pass) and celebrating with my
teammates after is something that I'll re-
member forever. I was just honored to play
in the game, but to catch the winning the
touchdown? That’s something else.”

Though the Buckeye State had regained
the lead, the defense had to stand tall once
more. West Virginia drove deep into Ohio
territory, but a sack from Indian Creek’s Lo-
gan Wilson on third down forced a desper-
ation heave from Hirt, which Ohio knocked
down.

From there, the celebration was on.

“We practiced really hard all week and
it paid off for all of us,” Bober said. “This
game and experience is something all of us
will probably tell our grandkids about,”

While Bober, Black, St. Clairsville's
Brady Kolb, Shadyside’s Connor Banco,
Indian Creek’s Brennon Notris highlighted
the offensive side, the Ohio defense was
up to the challenge even after taking sorne
significant body blows from a talented and
speedy West Virginia attack.

The game-winning scoring drive was set
up after Ohio’s defense, which pressured
West Virginia quarterback Wyatt Hirt all
night long, forced one of its three turn-
overs, as Union Local's Cal Kildow made a
diving interception.

That play bailed out the Buckeye of-
fense, which had driven to the 2-yard line a
drive prior only to fumble the ball awny and
seemingly give nll of the momentum back
to West Virginia.

Other than petting back to their own
beds, Bober and the majority of his team-

mates hated to see the week end.

Though many are just 18 or 19 years
old, they seemed to already grasp that the
OVAC Game is more than a football game
and the memories it yields will last a life-
time.

“It was an experience of a lifetime,”
Bober said. “I made s0 many great mem-

e Connor

ories in the week we were there. From the
dorms to the field. I made a lot of new, real-
ly good friends who I will continue to stay
in touch with.”

Many Ohic players and coaches were
tweeting their thoughts into the wee hours
of Sunday moming.

Kildow, who is hcaded to Waynesburg,
tweeted, “No experience like this past week.
Incredible time with great dudes. Wouldn’t
have had it any other way.”

Tino Kusic, who turned in an exceptional
performance on defense and special teams,
tweeted, “Something I['ll always remember,
greatest game 1 ever played. #OH”

Connor, who was coiching in‘the gome
for the first time, tweeted, “Thank you to an
awesome group of kids, Coaching the Ohio
All Stars was soch un honor. What an effort
tonight! They made Ohio, their communi-
ties and schools so proud. I am so fortunate
to lead this young men!! I will never forgot
this week!! Thank you from the bottom of
my heart!!

While the players do the job on the field,
Connor deserves more than a lion’s share of
the credit. The personable head coach was
focused on winning this game from the time
he accepted the position and it rubbed off on
his players.

As one area coach told me,
Connor was all in for that game.”

Indeed he wus. Actually, all of Ohio’s
roster was. And that paid off in the end.

SETH’S 5CO0PS

THE THIRD quarter looked a lot like a
St. Clairsville regular season game. Ohio
decided to give Kolb, who wus named game
MVP by an online fan vole, the ball time
and time again.

Kolb finished with 24 carries for 102
yards and a had a 28-yard touchdown run in
the second quarter.

MADONNA'S Andrea Alimario was
crowned Queen of Queens. Area placers
included: Bridgeport’s Mary Grendel (Miss
Congenialily), Martins Ferry’s Zoei Weis-
bans (fourth runierup) and Shadyside's
Morgan Vannest (second runnerup).

Staskey can be reached via email uat
sstaskey@timesleaderoniine com or at twit-
ter.com/TLSporisSeth

“Andrew

Continued from Page B1

“We knew he (McWhort-
er) was an excellent player,
and when you put athletes
on the field like him in an
all-star game anything can
happen,” Connor sald Sun-
day 'in a phone interview
while taking a break from
mowing his lawn. “But we
felt we outworked them
all week and did things the
right way. Once we made
the goal-line stﬂnd when

BTG BRATAY |

week, They asked me to take

part.”

Connor was highly com-
plimentary of OVAC offi-
cials for the superb nature of
the event.

“The week was every-
thing I thought it would be
and more, People don’t un-
derstand all the things that
go on behind the scenes,”
Connor noted, “The OVAC

is a first-class operation.
Thavy traat tha Fide tunheliav,

Thirty-nine were represent-
ed in the all-star game in
some fashion.

IN 49 vears, the OVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star
Football Game has donat-
ed more than $954,000 1o
ciiaritable organizations and
schelarships throughout the

Ohio Valley.
NATALIE MOU-
SOURAKIS of Toronto and

Kylee Kowalo-Bologna of
Madanna directed the cheer-
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I'hulus by Alex anluwskl

Shadyside’ s Connor Banco (44) finds the end zone for a touchdewn on the first drive to glve Ohilo a lead in the 74th Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Game on Saturday at Wheeling Island Stadlum.

St. C.’s Kolb Named MVP

Magnolia’s Pat Mirandy (9) breaks up & pass in the end zone In-
tended for Indlan Creek’s Matt Mamula, Linsly’s Jules Glovengo,
left, and Cambridge’s Trent Valentine (11) are also in on the play.

0 Tops West Virginia

Buckeyes control tempo, hang on

to outlast Mountaineers, 21-17

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Controlling the tempo of the game is
imperative to success. When it camne to the second half,
that’s what Ohio Coach Andrew Connor thought his team
did during the 74th annual OVAC Rudly umley All-
Star Game Saturday night at Wheeling Island Stadium.

The Buckeyes put together some key plays on both
sides of the ball as it got past West Virginia 21- -17 1o se-
cure o victory,

[ give both teams credit,” Ohio coach Andrew Con-
nor said. “Both teamns played hard out here and gave
everKIhm had. I thought my team throughout the

clice hard and I think we were ready io play 48
minutes. I thought the second half of the game we really
kind of tilted it toward us whether it was our defense or
our offense. 1 thought we controlled the game toward the
end of the third quarter.”

St. Clairsville’s Brady Kolb was named the game’s
MVP after a 102-yard, one touchdown performance on
24 carries.

His 28-yard scamper to the cnd zone with 1:42 left in
the first half tied the game at 14-14 where it remained as
both teamns went into the locker room for halfiime.

Please see Ohlo, Puge B4

ONLINE EXTRA

See more photos of the annual summer classic at
www. themre.f.ffgencer net

West Virginla
quarterback
Wyalt Hirt of
Linsly, left, tries
to get out of the
pocket as
Bellaire’s Cole
LaRoche (12}
glves chase and
John Marshall’s
Gavin Lockhart
tries to block.
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Continued from Page B

“This MVP award real-
ly goes to the line,” Kolb
said. T thought they really
stepped up. We started off a
little slow, but we got them
up and the lne led the way
and paved the way. It J‘ust
really means a lot o me.”

Down
through the fourth quar-
ter, Connor put the ball in
- Kolb's hands as Ohig drove
down the field and got on
the West Virginia 1 thanks
to a handful -of direct snaps
to Kolb with him answering
the bell. He ran the ball 10
times during the drive.

However, right when it’

looked like the tide was
turning in Ohio’s favor,
Kolb fumbled a snap and
Nick Defelice recovered the
ball for West Virginia,

*“We were pushing it and

i’s tough to always see a
turnover happen in a really
important time, but I kept
my head up and my team
kept their heads up,” Kolb
said. “They pgot me up, I got
them up and we kept going.”

Even with its back against
the wall, Ohio stepped up
in a big way. Cal Kildow
took advaptage of a pass
as a West Vuginia player
- slipped down as he picked
ofi Wyait Hirt three plays
later that put Ohio in busi-
ness. ,

On the next Ohie of-
fensive snap, Davis Black

connected with Kolb’s high

school teammate Craig
Bober for 28 yards to make
it 21-17 with 6:06 remain-
ing in the game,

“The two picks we had
in the second half were just
phenomenal catches,” Con-
nor said.- “It really helped
our offense and we tilted
the field and it really helped
out.”

Ohio put the first points

on the board as it drove-

down the field with an im-
pressive cpening drive as
Connor Banco .crossed the
goal line from 3 yards out to
make it 7-0.

West Virginia, though,
was able to hold Ohio in
¢heck for the majority of the
first half after that.

De’Vaughn McWhorter
was the equalizer for West
Virginia as he took his first
handoff and went 76 yards
to the house to tie it at 7-7,

McWhorter wasn’t done’

there. On his second rush-
ing attempt, he maneuvered
through the Ohio defense
and gave the Mountaineers
a 14-7 lead with 7:51 left
until halftime.
The former Wheeling
Park standout accounted for
102 yards on four carries
arz{d caught three passes for

17-14, midway -

“That was a great high
school footbal] game,” West
Vir[finia coach. Mike Eddy
said, “These kids committed
an entire week of their life to
be apart of this. The OVAC
did a great job of making it
feel special for them. Thez
did exactly what you as

.kids to do. They go out and

gave great effort from stast
to finish. That’s what allows
you o have gieat footbail
games is by players piving
great efforts and they did
that." N .

West Virginia looked to

~ get things going on its sec-

ond I;:ossessi{m- of the see-
ond half. With the help of
a 54-yard connection from
Hirt to Jack Stakem, the
Mountaineers managed to -
get to the Ohio 4. _
However, the Ohio de-
fense stood firm and. held
West Virginia to a 21-yard
field goal by Jonah Phares.
- “That’s how this game
goes,” Bddy said. “That’s
one of the things that makes
it exciting and interesting.
That’s why young players -
have to learn to be resil-
ient. When those moments
happen, they're still in the
game and they're still in
the moment and they’re not
overcome with emotion. We
talk to players all the time
about be passionate about
what you're doing and don’t
be emotional about what
ou're doing. Unfortunate-
{v at the end, that's when
you see¢ emotion instead
of passion. It’s a fine line
sometimes, but I couldn't
be prouder of these young
men and what they did this
week.”

Hirt finished the game

with 155 yards passing
while Stakem led the re-
ceiving core with 90 yards
on four catches.

For Ohio, Brennon Norris
went 9 of 13 for 119 yards
while Black had 57 pass-
ing yards and & TD, Bober
hauled in six receptions for
84 yards to lead the Ohio
receiving core.

“It’s just an honor. It was
an honor to coach these
guys,” Connor said. “I
thought my coaching staff
did a great job all week and

1 thought the kids did what-

ever they could ali week
long. These are 31 very spe-
cial young men and they're
parents should be proud of
them.” :

NOTE: There was a
small scuffle near the end
of the game after a rough-
ing the punter penalty was
called on West Virginia.
The 'penalty resulted in an
automatic first down’ for
Ohio where it kneeled to
wind down the clock.



