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July 3, 2019 Ohio coaching 'staff set for OVAC All-Star Game By SETH $TASKEY 

Times Leader Sports Editor 

WINTERSVILLE - Before formally accepting the invitation to coach in the 74th OVAC Rudy Mumley AU-Star Football Game, Indian Creek's Andrew Counor wanted to make sure he had a commitment from his coaching staff. 
That was a quick and resounding "yes" from all of the members. 
"The guys are really excited," Connor said. "We have three guys who played in the game and one (Matt Shreve) who is eel-

ebrating his 10th anniversary, so that was possible," Connor said. pretty-cool." 
._filated to join Connor on the sideline are The staff will lead the Ohio Joe Hammack, Rob Lucas, Mike 

squad into. the game on Saturday, Voltz, David Kemp.Joe Strohmcy-
July 27, at Wheeling Island Stadi- er and Matt Shreve. um. The coaches will begin wqrk He.re's a capsule look at the Ohio 
with their players on Sunday, July coaching staff: 21 when they report to camp at ANDREW CONNOR - TI1is 
Bethany College. 

veteran head coach has been pa-"We're going to try to do our trolling the sidelines ut Indian 
part to make sure we hold up our ~~~_Jcreek for the last! 6 years. end of the bargain and have these . Connor has guided the Redskins 
kids prepared to represent Ohio as well as to a 98-66 mark during his career and was 

named Eastern District Coach of the Year on three occasions (2004, 2012, 2014). He was named the Ohio Dlvlslon IV State Coach of the Year following the 2014 campaign. He was also the Quad County Coach of the Year in 2012 and 2014. . Along with his tenure at Indian Creek, Connor has coached football at Akron Hqbun, Steubenville Catholic Central and Har, rison Central. He's also served as the head track coach at his alma mater, Steubenvill~ Catholic, in his career. 

See, OHIO, Page 82 



•Ohio-. --
eonunued from Page B1 

Connor owns both a 
bachelor's and master's de
gree from the University of 
Akron. . if Andrew and his wife, T -
fany, have been married 23 
ears. They have two chil

~n, Zach (22) and Chelsea 

(l~OE HAMMACK, Of
fensive Coordinator -
This veteran assistant coach 
has spent his entire career 
working under Connor. 

After graduating from In
dian Creek and California 
University of Pa, Hammack 
has spent the last 15 years as 
part of the Redskins' staff. 

Harnmack's work hasn't 
gone unnoticed. He w_as 
named 2018 Big 22 Ams
tant Offensive Coach of the 
Year. ta! Joe and his wife, Crys , 
have two daughters, Bryn 
andA!yvia 

ROB LUCAS, Defensive 
Backs, Wide Receivers -
This long-time ass15tant 
coach has been an assIBtant 
coach at creek for the last 
20 seasons. 

All told, Lucas has 2 9 
years of coaching experi-
ence. . Lucas, who is a graduate 
of Wintersville High School 
and West Liberty, was a 
three-sport standout in high 
school, shining in baseball, 
basketball and football. . 

Rob and his wife Janmc 
have three children, Brmdy, 
A very and Brock. 

MIKE VOLTZ, Line -
This long-time assistant has 
been a consistent member of 
the Connor staff for the last 
10 years. 

Voltz, who also has 
coaching experience at Har
rison Central, graduated 
from Toronto High School 
and Bethany College. 
During hi~ time at Creek, 
he's been ~ part of 10 con
secutive winning seasons, 
five playoff appearances 
and an OV AC 5A title last 
season. 

Mike. h!IS two sons, Zane 
and Ryan. 

DAVID KEMP, De
fensive Backs, receivers, 
quarterbacks - This fo~
mer Redskins standout IS 
the youngest member of the 
staff, having graduated ID 
2012. 

Kemp _ a fonner 
OV AC All-Star player 
has been at Creek'for three 
years. Along with football, 
he coaches middle school 
track. 

After high school, Kemp 
attended Capital University. 

JOE STROHMEYER, 
Linebackers, receivers -
For the past three years, 
Strohmeyer has been a part 
of the Redskins' staff. 

All told, he has six years 
of experience, having 
gained three at his alma ma-
ter, Edison. · 

Joe and his wife, Justyne, 
reside in Steubenville. 

MATT SHREVE, De
fensive Coordinator -
This former OV AC All-Star 
player has taken over the 
reins of the Redskins' chief 
defensive coach. 

Shreve has been working 
with Connor for four years. 
Along with his football du
ties, he also coaches wres
tling. 

Shreve, who attended 
Martins Ferry and West 
Liberty University, was 
named a captain of the Ohio 
squad in 2009. . 

Matt and his wife, Kayla, 
have a son, Jackson. 

ll 
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Connor, Eddy 
Will Coach 
InOVAC 
All-Star Grune 

By SETH Sf ASKEY 
For tbe News-Rea<;ter 

The Ohio Valley's kick off to football season - the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Grune - is less than six weeks away. The 74th mmual affair is slated for Saturday, July 27 at Wheeling Island Stadiwn. 
A pair of first-time coaches are set to lead Team Ohio and West Virginia Indian Creek's Andrew Connor and Parkersburg South's Mlke Eddy were chosen after their teams' strong seasons in 2018. 
Both coaches are experiencing the grune from the perspective of head coach for the first time. Actually, neither coach has been involved in any more than just a s~r. 
"This is such an honor for me, ' Connor snid. "Coaching in this game is one of those bucket-list coaching items for the guys in this valley. To know the tradition and history of this game makes it a really bi£ deal to me. My son (Zach) and my brother (JJavid) played in the game. I've been attending since I don't know when preny much sitting in the same seat every year at Wheeling laland Stadiwn. It will be nice io have a different place to watch the game from." 

Connor guided the Redskins to an 8-2 record, the OV AC Oass 5A title and a berth in the Division N, Region 13 tournrunent His Redskins earned the sixth seed, but fell at Hubbard in week one of tJie postseason. • 
In tlie OVA C's new system of choosing the coaches, which it adopted for the 2018 game, there was no guarantee that Connor would garner the invitation even though it was the big school (Oass 4A and 5A) tum. That stems from St Clairsville, which won the 4A title, owning a head-to-head win over the Redskins. "I've coached-in the Penn-Ohio twice, but it seemed like whenever we'd have a good year or win the OVAC,itneverfell onourtum 

IQ coach in the all-star game," Connor said. "When they called this year and offered me the chance, I jumped at it." • 
Please see OVAC, Page B2 • 
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The only hold up for Con

nor in accepting didn't take 
long to get past He wanted to 
make sure his coaching staff 
was on board to go with him. 

"All of my coaches are 
just as excited as I am," Con
nor said. "A couple of them 
actually played in the game, 
so they're excited to be back 
involved with i~ too." 

Edd:( is in a slightly differ
ent poSition. Since the season 
ended, Eddy has resigned 
from South and accepted the 
head coachini; position at Lo
gan - a DivJS1on II school in 
Ohio. 

Eddy had committed to 
the all-star game before ac
cepting his new position. He 
received a blessmg from his 

. new employer to coach the 
game. 

"I had committed to the 
game and realized there 
wouldn't be a conflict," Eddy 
said. ''I look at it as a great 
way to go out from our time 
at South." 

The Putr:iots finished last 
season 7-4 and qualified 
once again to the West Vir
ginia playoffs before fulling 

to Hedgesville in the opening 
round. 

Along with this being Ed
dy's last opportunity to repre
sent South one more time, it's 
also the final time many of 
his assistant coaches will do 
sons well. 

"There has been a tremen
dous amount of turnover at 
South," Eddy snid. "One of 
my assistants accepted the 
job at Warren and several 
(coaches) went with him, but 
a couple are staying at South, 
too. It's going to be a last 
hurrah, for all of us together, 
so to spealc." 

This marks the first time 
Eddy has been involved 
with the gwne. He's been 
to it before as a spectator 
since South has had players 
in it since its entzy into the 
OVAC. 

"Being chosen to coach 
in this game is an honor not 
only for the person, but for 
the entire school and com
munity," Eddy snid. ''We 
had a tremendbus season (at 
South) last year and it led to 
this opportunity, so much of 
the credit goes to the'kids." 



NAILERS ANNOUNCE· t"RESEASON '.SCHEDULE JULY 18, 2019 
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Ohio Linebackers Ready to Make Impact 
Connor believes players 
can play both against 
the pass and run 

West Virginia on Saturday, July VA includes Shadyside's Connor 
27 at Wheeling Island Stadi- (\ It, Banco, Shenandoah's Chase 
um, focused on linebacker ~,'\),,...-,~~ , ~ Chicwak, River's llunt
play because of how in- ~ ,-..., g ,1, er Dennis, Stcubcnville's 
strumental it is to defen- ~ .. _ ... l ~ Erik Lulla and f'ort Frye's 
sive success. :~·rfilf•i. Evan Schab, will be able 

"If y~u do not have ~ ~ .,'/.,;, l'.~_i-' ~ to play both against the 

Herc's a capsule look at the players: 
CONNOR BANCO, Shadyside - This 

fonner Tiger was a standout on both sides of 
the ball for Coach Mark Holenka's team. 

17,e 6-foot-2, 205 pounder finished his 
prep career with some 200 tackles and I 2 
sacks from his linebacker post. He also ac
cumulated some 2,600 yards rushing and 
1,000 yards receiving to go along with 60 
touchdowns. 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

WINTERSVILLE - Andrew Connor 
and his coaching staff didn't just look 
for playmakers on the offensive side of 
the ball when they selected their roster 
for the 7 4th annual OV AC Rudy Mum
ley All-Star Football Game. 

good hnebackers, the . "i•• ,;p/, / . run and pass. 
other stuff is all window • ;;\,·, ' . • "This grou can stunt 
dressing," Connor said. ~ ,:JI ~~ well, gets to the ball well 
"We feel like we've se- ruJi ~ and tackles well in space" 
Jected a really good group rp C Connor observed. "We';e 
of kids. .....,,fie_:~=- really excited about these 

"We've seen a Jot of these guys." 
kids play and it's nice to have them Both the Ohio and West Virgin-

Banco was twice named All-Ohio and 
All-Eastern District. 

Banco, who plans to attend Wheeling 
Jesuit, is the son of Thomas and Jennifer 
Banco. 

The veteran Indian Creek head conch, 
who will lead the Buckeye State against 

on our team now." ia squads report to camp on Sunday at 
Connor believes the group, which Bethany College. Ple,w' see LINEBACKERS, Page JO 

LINEBACKER--------------
(Continued from Page 9) 

CHASE CHI CW AK, 
Shenandoah This 
former Zep re-wrote the 
school records for tackles 
under the watch of coach 
Jesse Wells. 

The 6-0, I 90 pounder 
finished his career with 
a Shenandoah-best 439 
tackles. 

He was recognized 
as All-Ohio three times 
during his illustrious ca
reer and twice earned the 
coveted Eastern District 
Defensive Player of the 
Year. He was an All-East
ern District pick three 
times. 

Chicwak, who plans to 
attend Ohio Dominican, is 
the son of John Chickwak 
and Lori Chicwak. 

HUNTER DENNIS, 
River - This former Pi
lot shined on both sides of 
the ball for Coach Mike 
Flannery's team. 

The 5-9, 185 pound
er had a ·senior season in 
which he Jogged 53 tack
les, 27 of which were 

solo. He also had a sack, Community College, is 
interception, three forced the son of Dave and Dawn 
fumbles and I 5 tackles Lull a. 
for loss. On the offen- EV AN SCH OB, Fort 
sive side, he scored four Frye - This former Ca
touchdowns and graded det did was one of the 
out at 95 percent as a key contributors on both 
blockin~ fullback. sides of the ball for Coach 

Denms was honorable Eric Huck's team that.ad
mention All-Eastern Dis- vanced to the Division VI. 
trict and All-Valley. Final Four. • 

Dennis is the son of The 5-9, 200 pounder 
Rodney and Erica Dennis. finished with some I, I DO 

ERIK LULLA, Steu- yards and J 5 touchdowns 
benvllle - This former rushing. He also logged 
Big Red dandy was a 90 tackles from his mid
key cog in the success of die linebacker spot. 
Conch Reno Saccoccia's Schab was named 
team the last couple of all-Eastern District as a 
seasons. • b k n PVC The 6-0, 175 pound- ruonmg ac ·, a • ' 
er was Big Red's leading ~~~g;/C and was a team 
tackler as both a junior Along with football, 
and senior. He also caught. Schab is a member of the 
six touchowns from his 
tight end spot. OVAC's Varsity Board 

Lulla was named all- and attended Buckeye 
OVAC and second-team Boys State in 20 I 8. 
All-Ohio as well as first- Schab, who plans to 
team All-Eastern District. attend Ohio Valley Uni-

Lulla, who plans to at- versity, is the son of Andy 
tend Eastern Gateway and Candi Schab. 

PO 
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er (David) played in the game. I've been attending since 
I don't know when pretty much sitting in the same seat ev
ery year at Wheeling Island Stadium. It will be nice to have 
a different place to watch the game from." 

Connor guided the Redskins to an 8-2 record, the OV AC 
Class 5A title and a berth in the Division JV, Region I 3 
tournament. His Red.skins earned the sixth seed, but fell at 
Hubbard in week one of the postscason. 

In the OV AC's new system of choosing the coaches, 
which it adopted for the 2018 game, there was no guar
antee that Connor would garner the invitation even though 
it was the big school (Class 4A and 5A) tum. That stems 
from St. Clairsville, which won the 4A title, owning a 
head-to-head win over the Redskins. 

"I've coached in the Penn-Ohio twice, but it seemed like 
whenever we'd have a good year or win the OV AC, it nev
er fell on our tum to coach m the all-star game," Connor 
admitted. "When they called this year and offered me the 
chance, I jumped at it." 

The only hold up for Connor in accepting didn't take 
Jong to get past. He wanted to make sure his coaching slllff 
was on board to go with him. 

"All of my coaches are just as excited as I am," Connor 
admitted. "A couple of them actually played in the game, 
,o they're excited to be back involved with it. too." 

EDDY is in a slightly different position. Since the sea
son ended, Eddy has resigned from South and accepted the 
head coaching position ut Logan - a Division II school in 
Ohio. 

Eddy had committed to the all-star game before accept
ing his new position. He received a blessing from his new 
employer to coach the game. 

"I had committed to the game and realized there wouldn't 
be a conflict," Eddy said. "I look at it as a great way to go 
out from our time at South." 

The Patriots finished last season 7-4 and qualified once 
again to the West Virginia playoffs before falling to Hedg
esville in the opening round. 

Along with this being Eddy's last opportunity to repre
sent South one more time, it's also the final time many of 
his assistant coaches will do so as well. 

"There has been a tremendous amount of turnover at 
South," Eddy admitted. "One of my assistants accepted the 
job at Warren and several (coaches) went with him, but a 
couple are staying at South, too. It's going to be a last hur
rah, for all of us together, so to speak." 

This marks the first time Eddy has been involved with 
the game. He's been to it before as a spectator since South 
has had players in it since its entry into the OV AC. 

"Being chosen to coach in this game is an honor not only 
for the person, but for the entire school and community," 
Eddy said. "We had a tremendous season (at South) last 
year and it Jed to this opportunity, so much of the credit 
goes to the kids." 

Sunday, 
June 16, 2019 

OVAC All-Star grid coaches named 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor , 

The Ohio Valley's kick off to 
football season - the Rudy Mum
Jey OV AC All-Star Football Game 
- is.Jess than six weeks away. 

The 74th annual affair Ls slated 
for Saturday, July 2 7 at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

A pair of first-time coaches are any more than just a spectator. 
set to lead Team Ohio and West Vir- "This is such an honor for me," 
ginia. Indian Creek's Andrew Con- Connor said. "Coaching in this game 
nor and Parkersburg South's Mike Ls one of those bucket-list coaching 
Eddy were chosen after their teams' items for the guys in this valley • .To 
strong seasons in 2018. know the tradition and history of 

Both coaches are experiencing the this game makes it a really big deal 
game from the perspective of head .to me. My son (Zach) and my broth
coach for the first time. Actually, 
neither coach has been involved in See, OVAC, Page C3 
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and all-conference lists and then laid out our depth chnrt 
with how many qunrterbacks, running backs and so on we 
wanted." 

Once those spots were detennined, Eddy turned to the 
coach's nominations forms and relied heavily on the com
inents that' the coaches of the respective athletes had sup-
plied. . 

"I would say the entire process took us about 90 rmn
utes," •Eddy said. "Plus, we stil,l have a solid list of guys as 
alternates in case someone backs out in the last month or so 
(before camp)." . 

Picking the roster isn't as simple as looking at (he names 
and stats and taking the premier 31 players and kicker. Ob
viously, fitting the system and spreadi.ng th_e roster spots 
among positions and schools is also a necess1t~. 

"Making sure you're able to meet the required number 
(of schools) that the OVAC sets can be tough," Connor 
said. "We were fortunate though that a lot of the kids we 
picked we had saw (play), so we had some information on 
them." • . 

Actually, the Ohio roster has a representative fron_i 19 
schools and of those eight schools have mulhple picks. 
There are fewer OV AC schools in West Virginia, but Eddy 
still has a representation of 15 schools and IO of those have 
more than player. . . 

Each coach relished the opportunity to coach his own 
players one more time. Connor has four of his own players 
- Trent Bolek, Matt Mamula, Brennon Norris and Logan 
Wilson - on the Ohio squad. 

''Whenever you '!RY good bye to your kids (after the sea
son) you're always hoping or wishing for one more chance 
to ~ able to coach those guys," Connor offered. "I feel 
fortunate because this is the third time in nine years that 
I've been able to coach an (area) all-star game and be able 
to spend additional time with my guy. And obviously meet 
a Jot more great kids from the other schools." . 

Eddy, meanwhile, selected Brayden Mooney and ~tck 
Yoho. Both played key roles in helping the Patnots cla!fil a 
West Virginia big-school playoff berth. 

"I am really looking forward to another chance to spend 
time with those guys," Eddy said, "They're not only good 
football players, but they're great kids." . 

Along with Indian Creek, only Steubenville and Wheel
ing Park garnered the maximum of four roste~ spots. Toe 
Big Red representatives are Keonte Holmes, Erik Lulla, ran 
Phillips and Kwadre Williams. 

Representing Park once more will be Ryan Mcpve, 
DeVaughn McWbprter, Jermain Snodgrass and Jack 
Stakem. 

The complettj rosters: 
omo . 

Cade Hannalts, Barnesville; Joey Hoepfner, Bellaire; 
Cole LaRoche, Bellaire; Tino Kusic, Bridgeport; Trent 
Valentine, Cambridge; Jalen Mormon, East Liverpool; 
Bryce McAfoose, Edison; Evan Schob, Fo1'. Frye; Cody 
Gamble Harrison Central; Tyler West, Harnson Central; 
Trent B~lek, Indian Creek, Matt Mamula, Indian Creek; 
Brennon Norris, Indian Creek; Logan Wilson, Indian 
:::reek; Drake Dobson, Martins Ferry; DeAndre Pugh, Mar
:ins Ferry; Davis B\ack, Meadowbrook; Owen Hartshorn, 
Monroe Central; Hunter Dennis, River; Connor Banco, 
Shadyside; Andre;y Jobe, Shadyside; Chase Chicwak, 
Shenandoah; Daltof,Rice, Shenani;loah, Craig Bober, St 
:lairsville; Justin eatherington, :St. Clairsville; Brody 
<olb, St Clairsvill ; Keondte Holmes, Steubenville; Erik 
~ulla, Steubenviller.' ran Phillips, Steubenv. ille; Kw. adre 
.Villiarns, Steuben • e; Trent Wi;ight, Toronto; Cal Kil
!ow, Union Local; errick Suggs, Wellsville . 

. WEST VffiGINIA 
Hayden Hoge, ; arneron; Andf~w Ritchea, Cameron; 

1unter Brewer, y-Battelle; Andrew Zedell, Hundred; 
;hane Hercules, Jo Marshall; Chas McCool, John Mar
:hall; Brady Willi , John MarBhall; Bastian Gehrer, 
..iru;ly; Jules Giove go, Linssly; Wyatt Hirt, Linsly; Gar
ett Cook, Madonna Gage Adams.Magnolia; Pat lv,lirandy, 
vtagnolia; Sebasti1111 Stickler, Magnolia; Aaron Alvarez, 
vtorgantown; Nick peFelice, Morgantown; Nick Malone, 
vtorgantown; Jackson Chaney, Oak Glen; Ryan Cross, 
>aden City; Brayden Mooney, South; Nick Yoho, South; 
cinah Phares, University; Derek! Richardson, Universt
y; Jake McCoy, V,\eir; Reed Reitter, Weir; Rob Valenti, 
1/eir; Anthony R.o~bins, Wheell1]g Central; Luke Dupla:a. Wheeling Centtjti; Vinny Mangino, Wheeling Central; 
tyrin McCave, Wheeling Park; DeVaugh~ McWhorter, 
I/heeling Park; .Jermain Snodgrass, Wheeling Park; Jack 
,takem, Wheeling Park. 
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Sunday, 

June 23, 2019 

OVAC All-Star grid rosters named 
By SETH STASKEY 
11mes Leader Sports Edttor 

Andrew Connor and Mike Eddy 
are at the point now in their prepa
rations for next month's OVAC 
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football 
Ganie that they just simply wait. 

,Toe respective Ohio and West 
Virginia head coaches have their 
staffs in place and their rosters are 
now se~ too. 

Both head coaches officially re
vealed their 32-rnan roster, which 

will report to training camp at 
Bethany College on Saturday, July 
20. 

As is usually the case for the 
head coaches, getting the nominn
tions trimmed down to 32 wasn't 
easy. 

"There are so many good play
ers that it can be tough to narrow 
it down to 32," Connor, who also 
serves as the head coach al Indian 
Creek, said. "We had our first team 
picked. but then there are always 
some kids you pick who decline 

the opportunity for one reason or 
another and you have to go back 
and find a replacement." 

Eddy, who was the coach at 
South last season and will most 
west to Logan, Ohio this year, 
said he and his staff had a meet
ing with the nomination forms and 
post-season accolade listings and 
.went from there. 

"I actually thought (the selec
tion process) went well for us," 
Eddy said. "We took the all-state 

See, OVAC, Page C3. 
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McCoy. who is the son 

or Michael and Sunny Mc
Coy, plans .to attend West 
Virginia Un1vcnaty. 

DEVAUGHN 
MCWHORTER, Wheel
ing Park - This fo~mcr 
Patriots' standout shmed 
on both sides of the ball 
for Coach Chris Daugh
erty's team. 

The 5-1 U, I 50 pound
er caught 3 7 passes tor 
608 yards and nmc touch
downs. He also took three 
kickoffs back [or a touch
down. He logged 90 ca
reer tackles and broke up 
20 passes. 

McWhortcr was ,an 
all-state pick as a scmor 
along with all-OV AC. 

Reitter was a multi
ple-time all-OV /IC. all
state performer ... He wa~ 
also named llfst-tenm 
all-Valley twice. . 

Reitter played m the 
OV AC All-Star Ilnsket
hall Game and was part 
of the Red Riders state 
championship sprint relay 
teams In tn.1ck. 

Reitter, who .is the .son 
of Bryon and Gllla Reitler 
and Danielle Recd. plan, 
to attend West Liberty. 

DEREK RICHARD· 
SON, University - This 
former Hawk was a big
play threat for C(lach 
John Kc!ley·s team. 

The 6-4, 220 pounder 
caught 29 passes for 527_ 
yards a~d 7 touchdown, 
as a scn10r. 

Thi: (i-•L I IJO pouml
er ,]lined ,ti rc..:c'1vn am\ 
t.kfcnsivc h:1ci, for the 
Kn'i!.!,hl..,. lk \\~l', 1w111cd 
rirst'-tcarn all--...,l;1te :md 
all-OV,\C 

/\Inn!! w]lll rnoth;ill. 
RohhinS w~1s a "t:111dn11t 
in btt'.'>h.ctbalL ,;arning all
'>1atc rccnl!nitinn and a 
berth in 1f1c O\'AC ,\11-
St:ir n,11111: J le ;d'-i(l r<-111 
tr:ich. 

RolJb·i11·,. who 1c. till' ..;on 
of Dwayne l\()hhill'- :111d 
Danielle \Vlwrton, pl:111'.'> 
to nllenU \\'cc.t l.1IH.·r1y. 

,JACK S'J'.\K!•:.~t. 
\Vlll'Clilll,!. )~ark - ,r h1:-
fornicr p;,tnol pul !o~lll 
a cmcl'r to r1;\lh.'11lhcr Jor 
Coadi onu~ll1.:rl~ ·s ie:1111. 

Tlic :i CJ. 1 (1) poumkr on top of Jootball, 
McV,/honcr wns a three
year letterman in basket
ball and track as well. 

McWhortcr, who plans 
to attend Bethany Col
lege. is the son or Michael 
Neil and Tracy McWhort-

He also collected 2 '! 
tackles. four for loss and 
a sack. 

/I way from football. he 
wus a standout m lacrosse 
where he served as team 
captain. . 

w<.L'> a thrcc-ve;1r <,\;irkr and 
finhlH:d wi111 I 0,--1- c;1td1-
c:-. for 1 AlJh :-,--.inh and 
1 :-; touclido\\ ns. I IL' \\·;is 
JWJ11l:cl 1.,ccond-karn 1111-
~tatl' :is ,1 -;cninr along \\·11!1 
;\II-TRAC' and all-Vulky. 

;\wav rron1 footh;1I.L 
Stakcni was; a mu\11-
plc-year 1.,\;1r1cr in h:1!->hct-

er. 
REED REITTER, 

Weir _ Tl1is former 
Red Rider was a standout 
in all three facets at the 
game for Pilbcrto's team. 

He's also a member oJ 
the National Honor Soci
ety and was named an AP 
Scholar. . 

ball. . 

The 6-4, 215 potmd
cr caught 67 passes tor 
1,190 yards and . IO 
touchdowns. As a kt_ck
cr, he scored 99 pornts 
and averaged 44. yards 
per kick on k1cko!fs .. He 
was also the punter with a 
36.7 yards per punt aver
age. He Jogged J 6.5 solo 
tackles and 48 assJSts. 

Richardson. who ts tile 
son of Steve and Valerie 
Richardson. plans lo at
tend West Virginia Uni
versity. 

ANTHONY ROII-
HINS, Wheeling Central 
_ This former Maroon 
Knight was a key c~rn
tributor for Coach Mike 
Young's state champion
ship squad. 

St~il-i.cm w:ts :dso act1\'L' 
In the ,,chnnl. lk w_a-. :i 
member or tlti: Nat10.nal 
Honor Society. Druµ. her 
Club. J A'.<.H.kr,l1ip Wh~cl
ing. Nat1o_n:d Tc1.:lrn1c:il 
Honor Socit'1Y and a vol
unlcc-r ror Sp1•i..:i:t! Olym
pics. 

INSIDE 

Stat1.:rn. who I-; ti)(.' \OB 
of L'.ric and i-.:..ircn Slakcin. 
pl:tll!-> to atll'.nll tile UnivL'r
~ity of Charle.,trrn. 

continued from Page B1 
Mike and his wife, Joni, 

have two children, Lishea 
and Avery. 

Cody Nutter, Line/Line
backers - This former West 
Virginia football player has 
worked on the Patriots' staff 
for the past six years. 

After graduating from 
Sooth, Nutter played for the 
Mountaineers from 2007-
11. 

Cody and his wife, Jai
mee, have two children, 
Roane (3) and Bayne ( I I 
months): . 

!lryan Youngblood, 
Tight Ends/Defensive Line 
- This veteran coach has 
been around the block, .but 
he's worked with Eqdy for 
just three season.s. • 

Youngblood is well trav
eled in his career. After 

graduating from Doylestown 
Chippewa in Ohio, he at
tended Ohio Dominican and 
Blufton Universities. He 
also graduated from Ohio 
State and West Virginia 
Universities with a master's 
degree. 

He's coached baseball at 
Wirt County, basketball at 
Pendleton County and was 
part of the 2018 OV AC 
championship baseball staff 
at South .. 

He's coached football at 
South for three years. 

Bryan and his wife, 
Heather, have a daughter, 
Evelyn (14). 

Joey Lindamood, Run
ning Backs/Defensive Line 
- This former South assis
tant will work under Eddy 
for the fmal time during the 

1
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72863 BRIARWOOD DR., PIEDMONT 
NJca Lake House w!tlm waiting distance of your 
own dockl The prtva!e level half acra lot ha! plenfy 
of room tor fire pit area, and aOl)le part.Ing, All new 
roof, flmace Bnd windows] EnloY paacel'ul evenl~ 
on Iha deck md sun lilad days boaibl'J on Iha lake! 
$114,900 
Call Heidi RIiey @ 740.359-0336 
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OVACgame. 
Lindamood, who has 

spent the last several sea
sons with the Patriots. will 
join the staff at Warren Lo
cal. All told. Lindamood 
ha., eight years of football 
coaching experience, He's 
served as an assistant at 
Parkersburgh and the Uni
versity of Charleston. 

Lindamood - u former 
standout in football, wres
tling and track - graduat
ed from Parkersburg High 
School, Ohio Valley Uni
versity and the University of 
Charleston. 

Joey is engaged to Kelsey 
Snyder. He h,Ls two children 
- Fallon and Abram. 

Matt Kimes, Quarter
backs, defensive backs, of
fensive coordinator - This 
former Parkersburg Big Red 
standout has been the chief 
offensive coach since 20 l 3. 

Kimes, who owns two 
• West Virginia state titles as 

an assistant at Parkersburg. 
is slated to move to Warren 
Local for the upcoming sea
son. Along with his football 
duties, he coached baseball 
at Parkersburg from 2003 
until 20 I 0. 

Matt und his wife Kristen 
have three children, Kendall 
(I 0), Karsen (8) and Kalyn 
(6). 

SECTION 
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OVAC game to be emotional time for Eddy By SETH STASKEY • there or embarking on otheroppor-1-- , ,' and that makes (coaching) together Mike Eddy, Head Coach - This coach-nmes Leader Sports Edttor tunities. ' even easier. It's definitely going to ing veteran has been well traveled in his 2 I 
PARKERSBURG Regardless if 

West Virginia wins or loses the 74th annu
al OV AC Rudy Mum!ey All-Star Football 
Game, it's sure to be an emotional evening 
for Mike Eddy and his coaching staff. 

Eddy - the now former Parkersburg 
South High School head coach - will guide 
the Mountain State and spend the week with 
his coaches for the final time. He's accepted 
a job at Logan High Scho,ol in Ohio and the 
majority of staff at South are either staying 

"I've known a lot of these guys be an emotional time." years of being involved with football. for several years and we all have a Eddy and the Mountain State With IO years of head coaching experi-great relationship," Eddy said. "It's staff will report to Bethany College ence, Eddy has spent the last six seasons at important to be with these guys one on Sunday, July 21 to open camp Parkersburg South, but during this offsen-more time." in preparation for the game, which son, he accepted the head coaching job at Knowing that opportunity was will be held six days later at Wheel- Logan High School in Ohio. big for Eddy when tbe OVAC ex- . 
1
ing Island Stadiwn. Prior to arriving at South, Eddy coached tended the invitation to coach in --· ------ Joining Eddy on the sideline will at Magnolia, Parkersburg and Gallia Acnd-the game. be Cody Nutter, Bryan Youngblood, Joey emy. "The bond of a staff is as important as Lindnmood, Matt Kimes and Zach Walls. Eddy graduated from Tyler County and the bond between the players," Eddy said. Here's a capsule look at the coaches who Fainnont State. "Our guys are nil friends away from football submitted information: See, OVAC, Page B2 



SULLIVAN STICKING AROUND 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have signed coach Mike 
Sullivan to a 4-year extenslon/9 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

PARKERSBURG - Mike Eddy and 
his coaching staff sat down with the 
nominations for the 7 4th annual OV AC 
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game 
and recognized many of the names they 
had to choose from. . 

Because they had some restless mghts 
during the season trying to figure out 

8ACKFIELD---------
(Contlnuect from Page 7) 

Adams was named first
team all-OV AC and hon
orable mention all state. 

Adams, who is the son 
of Kelly and Misty Adams 
of New Martinsville, plans 
to attend West Virginia. 

WYATT HIRT, Llns
ly - This former Cadet 
quarterback was solid in 
the pocket for Coach B.J. 
Depew's team. 

The 6-4, 190 pounder 
passed for 1,376 yards 
and 15 touchdowns in just 
seven games because of an 
injury. 

Hirt was a three-year 
starter and team captain. 
He was.named to the all 
Tirrles Leader team in 
2017. 

Hirt, who plans to at
tend California, Pa., is 
the son of Todd Hirt and 
Debbie Harden-Vigus and 
resides in Cannonsburg. 

CHAS MCCOOL, 
John Marshall - This 
former Monarch shined on 
both sides of the ball for 
Coach Jason WIilis' team. 

The 5-11, 200 pounder 
rushed for 402 yards and 
eight touchdowns as a se
nior. He also caught two 
touchdowns. Defensively, 
he recorded 44 solo tack
les and seven assists. 

Away from football, 
McCool is a member of 
:be National Honor Soci
,ty, Drug Free Club and 
1olunteered for Speical 
)lympics and Miracle 
... eague. 

McCool, who plans 
o attend West Virginia, 
s the son of Robert and 
,ydia McCool of Mounds
•ille. 

PATRICK MIRAN-
>Y, Magnolia - This 
ormer Blue Eagle was 
luite versatile for Coach 
.hapman's offense. 

He accounted for 2,257 
·ards of offense and 2 8 

■ 

touchdowns. He is also a 
solid placekicker, convert
ing 30 PA Ts and two field 
goals. 

Mirandy was named 
first-team all-state and all
OV AC. He also lettered in 
baseball and track. 

Mirandy, who plans 
to attend West Virginia, 
is the son of Patrick and 
Holly Mirandy of New 
Martinsville. 

ANDREW RITCHEA, 
Cameron - This former 
Dragon was a workhorse 
for then coach Scott Holt's 
offense. 

The 5-9, 160 pounder 
carried the ball I 5 J times 
for 1,800 yards and 29 
touchdowns. 

Ritchea was named 
first-team all-OV AC for 
his efforts. 

Ritchea, who is the son 
of Fred and Jennifer Reyn
olds of Cameron, plans 
to attend West Virginia 
Northern. 

NICK YOHO, Park
ersburg South - This 
former Patriot shined at a 
bevy of spots for Eddy's 
team the last several sea
sons. 

The 5-11, 195 pound
er rushed for 1,291 yards 
and also had 450 ynrds re
ceiving. 

He scored 2 7 touch
downs. Defensively, he 
logged 99 tackles, includ
ing 11 for loss. He also. 
broke up three passes and 
picked off one. 

Yoho was named first
team all-state, all-OV AC 
and all-TRAC. 

Yoho, who will be a 
preferred walk on for 
the WVU football team, 
was also a member of 
the National Honor Soci
ety, Drug Free Club and 
played baseball. 

Yoho is the son of Gary 
and Nicole Yoho of Min
eral Wells. 

Ii 
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Eddy announces 
w.va. receivers 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Edttor 

p ARKERSBURG - When a coa~h plans t'? throw the 
ball a lot, having a multitude of receivers to pick from is 

hef:~ is the case for the West Virginia squad that wil~ne 
u a ainst Ohio in the 74th annual OV AC Rudy Mu ey J1_gtar Football Game, which is slated for Wheehng ls-
I ct Stadium on Saturday, July 27. f 
an Head Coach Mike Eddy has selected a deep pool o. no 

fewer than seven receivers who are all expected to se.c tune 
at that spot when camp opens at Bethany College on Sun-

day, July 21. • k·ct tati in because 
"You're going to see a lot of l s ro ng h b 11 

1 t of really good kids we can throw t e a 
we,,hEavded a ~ct. "We'll be meshing all kinds of different 
to Y sm • kids and make the skill sets We could get these lo camp ' ·11 . 
decision ·not to run the ball one time, but we re st1 lil a 
wait-and-see for tbaL" Al z (Mor 

Set to compete for playing time ag'.,t~u°'hn ~%orte; 

g~o~!'), i::) Ma"~YR~!~{weir), Jrek Richardson· 
iuni~~:~fy), AJ{thO?Y Robbins (Wheeling Central) and 
Jack Stakem (Wheeling Park). . 

"It's a very talented group," Eddy said. 
"- cnnv Pi:1ru:i A? 

Continued from Pago B1 
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Herc's a capsule look at the players: 
AARON ALVAREZ, Morgantown 

- This former Mohigan pl,1ycd on 
both sides of the ball for Coach Matt 
Lacey's squad. 

McWhmlcr \\:L'> an all-:-.lall! pick as 
a senior ;tlon~ with all-OVAC. 

On top or'rootball, Mc\Vhortcr was 
a tlircc-ycar kt1crn111J1 in ba.\kcthall 
and lr;1d <L" \Vcll. 

named an AP Scholar. 
Derck, who is the son or Steve and 

Valerie Richardson, plans lo al\end 
¥/est Virginia University. 

The 6-3, 200 pounder recorded 24 
tackles, two inli.!rccptions and 11111c 
pass breakups as a senior. 

He was rccognizl:d as firsl-tcm11 all
TRAC. 

DcV,:iughn, who plans to attend 
Bethany College. IS the son of Michael 
Neil and Tracv /'vlcWlto1 tcr. 

ANTHONY ROBBINS, Wheeling 
Central - This fom1cr Maroon Knight 
was a key contributor for Coach Mike • 
Young·s stale championship squad. 

Along with football. Alvarez was a 
varsity basketball player and a member 
of the track team. 

Aaron, who is the son of Vince and 
Kristine Alvarez, plans to allcnd Mari
ella College. 

JAKE MCCOY, Weir - Tl1is l'or
mcr Red Rider had a highly productive 
c;.irccr under Coach Tony Filberto's 
watch. 

The 6-J, 180 pounder caught 38 
balls for 450 yards a.s a senior. which 
followed up a I 0-catch, 330-yard ju
nior season. 

McCoy was .\ccond-tcam all•.\latc 
and special mention all-OVAC. 

Along with athlct ics. McCoy is also 
a member of lilc National Honor So
ciety. 

Jake, who is tile sou of Michael anU 
Sunny McCoy, pl,111s lo allcml West 
Virginia University. 

DEVAUGHN MCWHORTER, 
Wl1ccling Park - ThlS former Patri
ots' standout shined on both sides of 
the ball for Coach Chris Daugherty's 
team. 

The 5-10. 1511 pounder caught 3 7 
passes for 608 y:.mls ~md nine touch
downs. He also look three kickoffs 
back for a touchdown. Ile logged 90 
career tack.Jes and broke up 20 pat:.scs. 

REUD l!Er'rrlcli. \\'cir - This for
mer Hee.I Ridl'f ,vas a .'>1amloul in all 
tllrcc Caech or tit,.,· g;m1c ror Vilbcrto's 
team. 

The 6-...J.. 21) pounder caught 6 7 
pas.-.cs for l. l (JO y;irds aml IO touch
downs. As a K iL'kcr, he s<..:orcd 9<J 
points and avcra1:1ccl •I..J- y~mls per kick 
on kicf{offs. I le was aho the punter 
wilh :1 J(l, 7 y:irds per punt avcrngc. 
lk log!:!cd l<,,5 :--olo l;ickll'-s and 48 
assists. 

Rcillcr was ;i multiple-lime all
OV J\C. all-slate perJ'ormcr. He wm, 
abo JhlllJi;d rir:-iHi.:all\ all-Valley twi<..:e. 

Rc,ttcr played in the OVi\C i\11-
Star Uas,c1h,dl (,amc ,111d was part or 
the Red Riders· st~11t:: diampionship 
sprinl relay IL'ams in !rnch, 

RceLi. wlio i,-. 1!11: _c,011 of IJryon ;md 
Gina RcitrLT .i11d Danielle Recd, plans 
tu atlc11d Wc.-.t Liberty. 

DLllEK RICHAIWSON. Unrvcr
sily - This forn1L'r I Jmvk was a big
play threat for Coach John Kelley's 
team. 

The 6-..J., 220 potmdi.T c;rnght 29 
p;.isscs for :i:2 7 yard;; a11r.J 7 touch
downs a.s a Sl'lllOL fie .:1bo collcctcLi 
29 tackles. four for 111.-.s ,md a sack. 

,\\l..:1y fro111 football, l1c was a stand
out in l;u..:ros~(; wlicrc lie served as 
team l.'..tptain. I k \ ;ilso a member of 
the Na11011;!1 lloiwr Society tmd w.is 

The 6-4. 190 pounder shined at 
receiver and defensive back for the 
Knigllls. He was named first-team all
state and all-OV AC. 

Along with football, Robbins w,cs a 
standout in basketball, earning all-state 
recognition and a benh in Ilic OV AC 
All-Star Game. 

He also ran track. 
Anthony, who is the son of Dwayne 

Robbins and Danielle Whorton, plans 
lo attend We.st Liberty. 

JACK STAKEM, Whcclmg Park 
- TI1is fonncr Patnot put forth a ca
reer to remember for Coach Daugh
erty's team. 

The 5-9, 165 pounder was a three
year starter and finished with I 04 
calchcs for 1.496 yards and 18 touch
downs, 

I le was named second-team :..ill-state 
a.s a senior along with all-TRAC and 
all-Valley. 

Away from football, Stakem was a 
multiple-year starter in basketball. 

Stakem was also active in the 
school. He wa., a member of the Na
tional Honor Society, Drug Free Club, 
Leadership Wheeling. National Tech
nical Honor Society and a volunteer 
for Special Olympics. 

Jack, who is the son of Eric and Kar
en Stakem. plans to allend the Univer
sity or Charleston. 
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West'Virginia 
sets backfield 
for OVAC ASG 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

PARKERSBURG - Mike 
Eddy and his coaching staff sat 
down with the nominations for 
the 74th annual OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game 
and recognized many of the 
names they had to choose from. 

Because they had some rest
less nights during . the season 
trying to figure out how to de
fend mapy of the candidates, so 
now they'll have the opportunity 
to coach them rather than stop 
them. 

With so many options· avail
able, Eddy believes the backfield 
could one of the deepest posi
tions on the ~est Virginia roster 
for the game against Ohio, which 
is slated for Saturday, July 27 at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Battling for the quarterback 
duties will be Linsly's Wyatt 
Hirt and Magnolia's Patrick Mi
randy. 

"For the flow of our offense, 
we like a dual-threat kind of guy 
at quarterback, so I am interest
ed to see what these guys can 
do there because we just don't 
want to sling the ball all over the 
field," Eddy said. 

In the mix at running back 
are Cameron's Andrew Ritchea, 
Hundred's Andrew Zedell, John 
Ma~shall's Chas McCool, Mag
nolia's Gage Adams and South's 
Nick Yoho. 
• "There is going to be a lot of 
versatility in the backs we've 
chosen," Eddy 
said. "They 
all have good 
open-field 
speed, but 
some of those 
guys are phys[ 
ical, bruis, 
ing-type guys. 
We think we 
can go two-back offense if we 
need to." ' 

Here's a capsule look at the 
" players who have returned infor

mation sheets: 
GAGE ADAMS, Magno

lia - This (armer Blue Eagle 
shined on both sides of the ball 
for Coach Dave Chapman's 
team. 1 

The 5-foo\-6, 145 pounder 
finished with :91 tackles, 49 of 
which were solo. He also carried 
the ball for the Blue Eagles. 

Adams was named first-team 
all-OV AC and honorable men
tion all state. 

Adams, who is the son of 
Kelly and Misty Adams of New 
Martinsville, plans to attend 
West Virginia. 

WYATT HIRT, Linsly -
This former Cadet quarterback 
was solid in the pocket for Coach 
B.J. Dcpew's team. 

The 6-4, 190 pounder passed 
for 1,376 yards and I 5 touch
downs in just seven games be
cause of an injury. 

Hirt was a three-year starter 
and team captain. He was named 
to the all Times Leader team in 
2017. 

Hirt, who plans to attend Cal
ifornia, Pa., is the son of Todd 
Hirt and Debbie Harden-Vigus 
and resides in Cannonsburg. 

CHAS MCCOOL, John 
Marshall - This fortncr Mon
arch shined on both sides of the 
ball for Coach Jason Willis' 
team. 

The 5-11, 200 pounder 
rushed for 402 yards and eight 
touchdowns as a senior. He also 
caught two touchdowns. Defen
sively, he recorded 44 solo tack
les and seven assists, 

Away from football, McCool 
See, OVAC, Page 82 

well wnn 1t. 

GI OVAC--------
' Continued from Page B1 • 

is a member of the National Honor Society, Drug Free 
Club and volunteered for Speical Olympics and Miracle 
League. 

McCool, who plans to attend West Virginia, is the son of 
Robert and Lydia McCool of Moundsville. 

PATRICK MIRANDY, Magnolia - This former Blue 
Eagle was quite versatile for Coach Chapman's offense. 

He accounted for 2,257 yards of offense and 28 touch
downs. He is also a solid plucekicker, converting 30 PA Ts 
and two field goals. 

Mirandy was named first-team all-state and all-OVAC. 
He also lettered in baseball and track. 

Mirandy, who plans to attend West Virginia, is the son of 
Patrick and Holly Mirandy of New Martinsville. 

ANDREW RITCHEA, Camernn - This former Drag
on was a workhorse for then coach Scott Holt's offense. 

The 5-9, 160 pounder carried the ball 151 times for 
1,800 yards and 29 touchdowns: • 

Ritchea was named first-team all-OV AC for his efforts. 
Ritchea, who is the son of Fred and Jennifer Reynolds of 

Cameron, plans to attend West Virginia Northern. 
NICK YOHO, Parlrnrsburg South - This former 

Patriot sl\ined at a bevy of spots for Eddy's team the last 
several seasons. 

The 5-11, 19 5 pounder rushed for I , 2 9 I yards and also 
had 450 yards receiving. He scored 27 touchdowns. De
fensively, he logged 99 tackles, including 11 for loss. He 
also broke up three passes and picked off one. 

Yoho was named first-team all-state, all-OV AC and .all
TRAC. 

Yoho, who will be a·preferrcd walk on for the WVU 
football team, was also a member of the National Honor 
Society, Drug Free Club and played baseball. 

Yoho is the son of Gary and Nicole Yoho of Mineral 
Wells. 

0 0VAC 

Connor names 
backfield for 
OVACASG 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

WINTERSVILLE - Andrew Connor 
and the Ohio coaching staff know that being 
versatile offensively is going to be a key in
gredient' for success at the 7 4th OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game. • 

And that was clearly the mindset when he 
and his staff selected their quarterbacks and 
running backs for the game, which is slated 
for Saturday, July 27 at Wheeling Island Sta
dium. 

Connor recently announced that Indi
an Creek's Brennon Norris and Meadow
brook's Davis Black are expected to see most 
of the quarterback duties, while St. Clairs
villc's Brady Kolb, Harri
son Central's Tyler West 
and Wellsville's Derrick 
Suggs will work. as run
ning backs in camp, which 
opens on Sunday, July 2 I 
at Bethany College. 

"Both (quarterbacks) 
arc very knowledgable, 
handle and do a lot of 
things well," Connor said. "They really gi';e 
us a good, one-two punch. I am excited to 
watch them in camp." 

As for the running backs, Connor is glad 
to sec some of these guys on his side finally. 

"I am glad I don't have to defend some of 
these kids anymore," Connor joked. "They 
really give us thc,capability to run the ball 
well. We have good speed guys, a good pow
er runner and they all allow us to have mul
tiple ways to attack with the running game. 
With a short week to prepare, we have to be 
able to run the ball well." 

Herc's a capsule look at the players, who 
has returned information sheets: 

DA VIS BLACK, Meadowbrook - This 
former Colt had a huge senior season in lead
ing the~ coach Jeff Twiddy's team to the re

See, OVAC, Page C2 

Continued from Page C1 

glonnl champion~hip game. 
Black completed I I 9-of-206 pass

es for 2,404 y,U"ds and 23 touchdowns, 
He was picked off just three times, I le 
also addcc 35:2 yards and nine touch
downs rushing. 

324 c.nTil',), I le finished his cnrecr 
with belier than 3.600 yards and 52 
rushing touchdo\Vl\S. 

junior and received the s<.:hool's Joe 
'rortunato Player of the Year Award. 

A way from football, Norris lettered 
three years in basketball. He was a 
member of the National Honor Society 
and Key Club. 

Black's rinc Sl!ason earned l1im first
team all-Ohio, Eastern District Offen
sive Player of the Year and he played 
in the Ohio North-South All-Star 
Game, 

Also a standout in basketball where 
he earned first-team all-Ohio, lllack 
led the Colts to three conscculivc 
OV AC titles. 

Away fron1 athletics. lllack is a 
member of DCA and DECA. 

Davis, who plans to allend the Uni
versity or Churleston, b the son of' 
Trent and Jude Black or Byesville. 

BRADY KOLB. St. Clairsville 

Kolb was 11arnccl rirst-team all
Ohio and a\l~Ew,lern Dbtrict. lie was 
also all-O\'AC'. all-ll11ckeyc 8 and all 
Times Leader. 

He was a tlirce-time all-Ohio selec
tion bct::lllsc he earned the accolade as 
a sophomore on tht! dcfc11,-.ivc :-.idc or 
the ball. 

Away from l'ootball, Kolb was ac
tive in Spanish Club. Staying Clean 
Club, Ping Pong C'luh and Chm11bcr 
Choir. 

Brady. wlm plans tu allcnd Wheel
ing Jesuit. is the sun or Brian and Amy 
Kolb of St. Clairsville. 

Brennon. who plans to attend 
Wheeling Jesuit. is the son of Chad 
and Jodi Norris or Wintersville. 

TYLER WEST. Harrison Central 
-· This former Huskie standout was 

electric with the ball in his hands for 
Coach Anthony Hayes' squad. 

The 5-9, 156 pounder russhed for 
850 yards and nine touchdowns and 
also caught 32 p,Lsses for 640 yards 
and 12 more touchdowns in 2018. 

West was named third-team all
Ohio, first-team all-Eastern District, 
all-OV AC, all-Buckeye 8 and all 
Times Leader. 

- This former Red Devil back was 
a hard-nosed runm:.r for Coach 13rclt 
McLean':-. team. 

BRENNON NORRIS. Indian Creek 
- This former Redskin quarterback 

wa~ a multi-year "tadout ror Connor's 
11:am. but saw his senior season limited 
to two games because or injury. 

The (1-I. 175 pounder passed for 
2,•167 yards and 16 tm1Chdowns in liis 
career against I I intcn.:cptions, 

West leaves Harri.son Central lLS the , 
all-time scoring leader with 70 touch
downs, 

The (,.root 230 pounder was a 
workhorse for SL C, accumulating 
2,08 l yards and 31 touchdowns on Norris was named al].()\! AC as a 

Tyler is undecided about his future c 
plans. F 

1 
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Black, who plans to attend the Univer
sity of Charleston, is the son of Trent and 
Jude Black of Byesville. 

BRADY KOLB, St. Clairsville -
This former Red Devil back was a hard
nosed runner for Coach Brett McLean's 
team. 

The 6-foot, 230 pounder was a work
horse{or St C., accumulating 2,08 I yards 
and 3 I touchdowns on 324 carries. He 
finished his career with better than 3,600 
yards nod 52 rushing touchdowns. 

Kolb was • named firsMeam AU-Ohio 
and All-Eastern District He was also All
OV AC, All-Buckeye 8 and All Times 
Leader. He was a three-time All-Ohio se
lection because he earned the accolade as a 
sophomore on the defensive side of the ball. 

Away from football, Kolb was active in 
Spanish Club, Staying Clean Club, Ping 
Pong Club and Chamber Choir. 

Kolb, who plans to attend Wheeling Je
suit, is the son of Brian and Amy Kolb of 
St Clairsville. 

BRENNON NORRIS, Indian Creek 
- This former Redskin quarterback was 
a multi-year standout for Connor's team, 
but saw his senior season limited to two 
games because of injury. 

The 6-1, 175 pounder passed for 2,467 
yards and 16 touchdowns in his career 
against 11 interceptions.· 

Norris was named All-OV AC as a ju
nior and received the school's Joe Fortu
nato Player of the Year Award. 

Away from football, Norris lettered 
three years in basketball. He was a mem
ber of the National Honor Society and Key 
Club. 

N?rris, who plans to attend Wheeling 
Jesuit, ts the son of Chad and Jodi Norris 
of Wintersville. 

TYLER WEST, Harrison Central -
This former Hoskie standout was electric 
with the ball in his hands for Coach An
thony Hayes' squad. 

The 5-9, 156 pounder rushed for 850 
yards and nine touchdowns and also 
caught 32 passes for 640 yards and 12 
more touchdowns in 20 J 8. 

West was named third-team All-Ohio, 
first-team All-Eastern District, All
OV AC, All-Buckeye 8 and All Times 
Leader. 

West leaves Harrison Central as the all
time scoring leader with 70 touchdowns. 

West is undecided about his future 
plans. 

LINEMEN 
(Continued from Page 9) 

NICK DEFELICE, 
Morgantown - This 
former Mohigan caused 
all sorts of problems for 
opposing teams from his 
defensive end spot. 
. The 6-0, 190 pounder 
posted 20 tackles, 1 3 as
sists, 3.5 sacks and five 
tackles for loss en route 
to earning all-OV AC 
and honorable mention 
all-state for Coach Matt 
Lacy's team. 

DeFelice is also a mem
ber of Athlete's Edge 
Club, Ski Club aand Ge
ography Awareness Club. 

DeFelice, who plans to 
attend West Virginia Uni
versity, is the son of An
thony and Kim DeFelice. 

LUKE DUPLAGA, 
Wheeling Central 
This former Maroon 
Knight was a two-way 
mainstay for Coach Mike 
Young's team. 

The 5-8, 245 pounder 
was a key cog in the last 
two state title teams and 
earned all-state accolades. 

Duplaga is the son of 
Mike and Alyssa Duplaga. 

SHANE HERCULES, 
John Marshall - This 
former Monarch held 
down the fort at left tack
le for Coach Jason Willis' 
team. 

The 6-5. 3 I 5 pounder 
was named special men-

ffil 

lion all-OV AC and was a 
'Block of Granite' nomi
nee. 

Hercules, who plans to 
attend West Liberty, is the 
son of Teresa Mahaney. 

HAYDEN HOGE, 
Cameron - This for
mer Dragon was a key to 
the offensive success by 
Coach Scott Holt's team 
from the guard spot. 

The 6-1, 240 pounder 
earned all-OV AC and spe
cial mention all-state. 

Along with football, 
Hoge was a standout wres
tler and also a member of 
the Drug Free Club. 

Hoge is the son of Mar
cie Hoge. 

VINNY MANGINO, 
Wheeling Central - This 
former Maroon Knight 
was tough to block ut de
fensive end for Young's 
squad. 

Mangino earned all
state accolades for the 
third consecutive season 
and was once again named 
all-OV AC as he helped 
lead the Kni~hts to the 
Class A state !Jtle. 

Mangino, who is the 
son of Susan Mangino and 
Anthony Mangino, plans 
to attend West Liberty. 

RYAN MCCAVE, 
Wheeling Park - This 
former Patriot standout 
was an anchor for Coach 

II 

Chris Daugherty's line. 
The 6-5, 300 

pounder was named first
team all-TRAC for his fine 
campaign. 

Along 
with football, McCave is u 
member of the Drug Free 
Club. 

McCuve, 
who is the son of John and 
Tammy McCave, plans to 
attend West Liberty. 

ROBERT 
VALENTI, Weir - This 
former Red Rider was a 
two-way tackle for Couch 
Tony Filberto's squad. 

The 
6-4, 290 pounder earned 
a myriad of accolades. 
including all-OV AC, spe
cial mention ult state and 
he took part in the North
South All-Star Game last 
month. 

Valenti, who is 
the son of Robert and Kar
en Valenti, plans to attend 
West Virginia. 

BRADY 
WILLIAMS, John Mar
shall - This former Mon
arch lined up ut center and 
along the defensive line 
for Willis' team. 

Williams earned his 
third letter und was named 
second-team all-TRAC af
ter a fine season. 

Williams is the son of 
Crystal and John Kielbasa. • 

NFL OFFICIATING CLINIC fflle JlnteUigtil44Pw JULY 13, 2019 
NFL officials will gather for their annual summer clinic after 

league owners voted earlier this year to allow pass interference 
or non-calls to be challenged by coaches/11 PORTS 

STOCKS ................................. 12-13 
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West Virginia Linemen Ready for All-Star Game 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelllgencer 

WHEELING - Mike Eddy admitted 
during his tenure at Parkersburg South 
his teams never boasted a tremendous 
amount of size. 

As he prepares to coach his final game 
in the state of West Virginia before he 
begins his tenure at Logan High School 
in Ohio, Eddy is anxiously awaiting the 
chance to get to camp at Bethany Col
lege and work with the group of line
men he's assembled for the OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Game, which is slated 
for Saturday, July 27 at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 

"It'll be nice to be able to coach peo
ple who look like offensive linemen," 

Eddy joked. "We were undersiz 
at South, but we have a nic 
sized group of kids now. 
really like this group." 

Eddy is familiar with 
many of the players he 
and his coaching staff 
chose after having played 
against many of them 
during the course of the 

around the field." 

V~ While the offensive line is a 
big~er group, Eddy doesn't 

,,......, 7~ mrnd having smaller de
..,... fensive linemen. 

season. 
"The kids are mobile and 

athletic for their size," Eddy 
said. "It doesn't matter the level 
of football or whether it's an all-star 
game or not. Games are won and lost up 
front. We feel like we have some kids 
who can Jock up on guys and move them 

"We like those kids to 
be aggressive and want 
those guys to move a lit
tle bit better," Eddy said. 
"Most our (defensive) 

linemen ru·n anywhere 
between 215 and 260. so 

we're not quite as big, but I 
do like the depth we have." 

Vying for time in the trenches when 
camp opens a week from Sunday will be 
Ryan Cross (Paden City), Nick DeFelice 
(Morgantown), Luke Duplaga (Wheel-

ing Central), Shane Hercules (John Mar
shall), Hayden Hoge (Cameron), Vinny 
Mangino (Wheeling Central), Ryan Mc
Cave (Wheeling Park), Robert Valenti 
(Weir) and Brady Williams (John Mar
shall). 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
RY AN CROSS, Paden City - This 

former Wildcat shined along the defen
sive line and at fullback for Coach Brent 
Croasman's squad. 

The 5-foot-8, 218 pounder was twice 
named ull-OV AC and honorable men
tion all-state. 

Cross is the son of Mark and Anglia 
Cross. 

Please see LINEMEN, Page JO 
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Connor selects Ohio linemen 
By SETH STASKEY 
Tlmes Leader Sports Edttor 

WINTERSVILLE - Andrew Connor 
likes to pride his teams on versatility, but 
be admits it usually "comes dowu to be
ing able to run the ball." 

And to do that effectively, a solid of-
fensive line is needed. • 

fensive line to 
produce. We're 
only going to 
be successful 
(offensively) if 
our offensive 
line allows us 
to run the ball." 

Since the 
Buckeye State 
plans to use the 
passing game 
as well, the 
Ohio coaches 

negate some of what West Virginia has in 
mind. 

"We have big, athletic kids who can 
challenge their size;"' Connor said. "I 
think we have some guys who can put 
pressure on their offensive line to make 
some mistakes and we have some guys 
who might be tough to move, so it's a 
good mixture." Connor and his coaching staff believe 

they've assembled a group of players to 
handle the job in trenches for the 7 4th 
annual OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game, which will be played on 
Saturday, July 27 at Wheeling Island Sta
dium. 

didn't just study the run-blocking aspect 
of the nominees. 

• Set to battle for the jobs in the trenches 
when comp opens a week from today at 
Bethany College are Trent Bolek (Indian 
Creek), Cody Gamble (Harrison Cen
tral), Owen Hartshorn (Monroe Central), 
.Joe Hoepfner (Bellaire), Cole LaRoche 
(Bellaire), Keonte Holmes (Steubenville), 
Andrew Jobe (Shadyside), DeAndre Pugh 
(Martins Ferry), Dalton Rice (Shenando
ah) nnd Logan Wilson (Indian Creek). 

"We feel like it's a good group of kids 
who all come from good programs," Con
nor said. 

"All of these guys can pass block and 
they're definitely not just strong at one 
aspect," Connor continued. 

"Regardless if it's an all~stlir game or 
a regular season game, you need your of-

On the defensive line, Ohio boasts size 
and a lot of it, which Connor hopes will 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
See,. OHIO, Page C2 

• Ohio 
Continued from Page C 1 

TRENT BOLEK, Indian Creek - This 
fonner Redskin anchored the line for Coach 
Andrew Connor from his center spot. 

The 6-3, 3 JO pounder was a four-year 
lettennan and served as captain. 

Bolek is also a standout in the classroom. 
earning academic all,OV AC four times. 
He's a member of the National Honor Soci
ety, Key Club and Robotics Team. 

Trent, who plans to attend tl1e University 
of Akron, is the son of Hope Bonomo and 
Robert Bolek. 

CODY GAMBLE, Harrison Central -
This former Huskie was a two-way regular 
for Coach Anthony Hayes' team. 

The 6-2. 252 pounder had 60 tncklcs, m
cluding 11 for loss. he also had six sacks. 
forced two fumbles und recovered one. 

His fine season earned him all-OV AC. 
all-Buckeye 8 and all-Eastern District. 

Along with football, he w,Ls a standout in 
wrestling, placing third in the OV AC and 
winning the school's Most Outstanding 
Wrestler award. 

Cody is the son of Amber and Doug Lit
tlc'and Bill Gamble. 

OWEN HARTSHORN, Monroe Cen
tral - This fonner Seminole standout was 
key contributor on both sides of the ball for 
Coach Josh Ischy's team. 

The 6-0, 200 pounder was a three-year 
lctlennan for the Seminoles. 

He received the Gary Loveday Leader
ship Award and served as a capwin of both 
the football and b,Lsketbull teams. He was 
also muned to the all-OV AC, all-PVC and 
aJI Times Leader teams. 

Owen, who plans to attend Muskingum. 
is the son or Lisa Hartshorn and Scott Harts
horn. 

JOE HOEPFNER, Bellaire - This for
mer Dig Reds standout helped lead a talent
ed offensive line for Coach Mark Spigarel
li's team. 

The 6-1, 2 8 5 pounder earned all Eastern 
District, honorable mention all-Ohio and all 
Times Leader. He also received the sports
manship award fo11owing the game with 
Martins Ferry. 

Along with football, Hoep[ner took part 
in Buckeye nays State and Young Lifo. 

Joe. who is the son of Jeff and Kelly Ho
epfner, plans to attend Ohio University. 

KEONTE HOLMES, Steubenville -
This former Big Red regular was a domi
nating force along the line for Couch Reno 
Saccoccia' s team. 

The 6-4, 250 pounder didn't allow a 
sack in two season and posted 70 pancake 
blocks. 

Holmes was named first-team all-Ohio. 
all-E<cstern District and all-OV AC. He also 
plaayed in the North-South Game. 

Kconte, who is the son of Jerome Holmes, 

plans to aucnd \\'hci:ling Jc,;uit. 
,\NDREW JOIJE. Shad1sirlc - 171is 

fonncr Ti'.!.cr was a 111ains1aY on Ilic line ror 
Coach M,,,t I lolc-nh:t's squ:1d. 

The 6. I. 220 poumkr L'ill"t1cd all~Eastcm 
District and spcl'ial mention :..ill.Ohio. 

Andrew, ,vJ10 pl~llh to attend OUE. is the 
son of J:1mcs and Sherri Johe. 

COLE LAROCIH'. Bellaire - Tl1is liir
mcr Big Rct.ls' sta11dn11t \\'as a contributor 
basicall}· all 01w the licld fnr Spigarclli's 
team. 

He finished \Vilh I J} L·;ircer lad.Jes and 
11 s:icks from his lh:fcn..,ivi..: end ,..,pot. I-le 
also cauglil 2(1 passl's :ind was true on 34 
of 39 PJ\Ts and h:11f or his four JlclU-~wal 
tries. 

LaRochc wa, an all-OV,\C. all-Eastern 
District and all-Times Lemler pick. Along 
with J'ootball, he won the 2018 Division JI 
state shot pill ch:1111pionship and finished as 
an nll-Ohloun for tile third _..,In.tight yc:ir this 
pas! June. 

Away from athktic.". l1c·s :i member of 
the N:ttional I lonor Sock1,·. Student Coun-
cil and ~1 class officer. • 

Cole. who pl:tns to :1t1i.:nd Ashland Uni
versity to compete in trnck, is the son of 
John and Lisa LaRocl1c. 

DEANDRE PUC ,I I. M:irtins rc1TV -
This former Purple Rider was the leader of 
the offensive line for Coach Chas Yoder's 
team from his lc/'t tad·Je spnL 

The 6-5. 320 poumlcr wc,s an all-OVAC, 
all-Ohio an all Times Lc:1clt:r sclt:ction. 

Along 1,vith football. he was 11 standout in 
baskcthall. 

DcAndre is the son of .lcn111fer Norris and 
Ralph P11~h. 

DAL TON RICE. Shc•11andoah - This 
former Zcp was a key member of tile offen
sive line for head coach Jes,.,c \Veil';" tc:irn. 

The 6-1. 225 rounder 1,!rndcU out at 90 
percent bloddng :md had 40 pancakes, 
while allowing jusl 1.5 sacks. He also had 
51 tackles. He hml an 88 percent blocking 
grade as a junior. 

Rice was nmncd his team ·s oflCnsivc 
lineman of the \'car and \\'11s also acconJ
cd nrst-kam .ili-Ollio ;1ccu\;1Lh..'.s;. lk was 
a lhrcc-timc all-Eastern District pid\ and 
t1,vicc named to the all-OV AC squad. 

Dalton, who is the son ofTrcnda and Jeff 
Rice. pJ:ms to allencl Ohio \Vcsleyan. 

LOGAN WIJ.SON. lndi:111 Creel; - This 
former Redskin wa_..; impressive HI defensive 
end for Connor".., te~1m. 

The 5-8, I 85 pounder recorded r,3 tack
les, includi11g 41 solos. I le also had 1 I tack
les for loss and ci!!llt sack..;. Ile was named 
all-Eastern Districl. all-llV i\C and all-Ohio 
special mcntion. 

Log;.m is the son of I ,ynn and Ken \Vag
goncr. 
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Ohio Strong 
OnO-Line 
Run and Pass Blockers 
Will Lead Buckeye State 

By SETH STASKEY 
For the News-Register 

WINTERSVILLE - Andrew C-0nnor likes 
to pride bis teams on versatility, but he admits 
it usually "comes down to being able to run 
the ball." 

And to do that effectively, a solid offensive 
line is needed. 

Connor and his coaching staff believe 
they've assembled a group of players to handle 
the job in trenches for the 7 4th annual OV AC 
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game,.whicb 
will be played on Saturday, July 27 at Wheel
ing Island Stadium. 

"We feel like it's a good group of kids who 
all come from good programs," Connor said. 
'.'Regardless if it's an all-star game or a regu
lar season game, you need your offensive line 
to p(oduce. We're only going to be successful 
(offensively) if our offensive line allows us to 
run !he ball." 

Since the Buckeye State plans to use the 
passing game as well, the Ohio coaches didl)'t 
Just study the run-blocking aspect of the nmni
nees. 

"All of these guys can pass block and they're 
definitely not just strong at one aspect," Con
nor said. 

On the defensive line, Ohio boasts size and a 
lot qf it, which Connor hopes will negate some 
of what West Virginia has in mind. 

"We have big, athletic kids who can chal
lenge their size,", Connor said. "I think we 
havt some guys who can put pressure on their 
offensive line to make some mistakes and we 
hav~ some guys who might he tough to move, 
so it's a good mixture." 

Please see O-Llne, Page 82 
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Set to battle for the jobs both the football and bas- tries. 
in the trenches when camp ketball tearns. He was also LaRoche was an all

opens a week from today at named to the all-OV AC, all- OV AC, ,~I-Eastern District 

Bethany College are Trent PVC and all Times Leader and nil-Times Leader pick. 

Bolek (Indian Creek), Cody teams. Along with football, he won 

Gamble (Hanison Central), Hartshorn, who plans to the 20 I 8 Division II state 

Owen Hartshorn (Mon- attend Muskingum, is the son shot put championship and 

roe Central), Joe Hoepfner of Lisa Hartshorn and Scott finished as an all-Ohioan for 

(Bellaire), Cole LaRoche Hartshorn. the third straight year this past 

(Bellaire), Keonte Holmes JOE HOEPFNER, Bel- June. 
(Steubenville), Andrew Jobe lalre - This former Big Away from athletics, he's 

(Shadyside), DeAndre Pugh Reds standout helped lead a member of the Nation

(Martins Fell}'), Dalton Rice a talented offensive line for al Honor Society, Student 

(Shenandoah) and Logan Coach Mark Spigarelli's Council and a class officer. 

Wilson (Indian Creek). . team. L'lRoche, who plans to. 

Here's a capsule look at Toe 6-1, 285 pounder attend Ashland University to 

the players: earned all Eastern District, compete in trnck, is the son of 

TRENT BOLEK, Ind!- honof'Jble mention all-Ohlo John and Lisa LaRoche. 

an Creek - This fooner and all Tnnes Leader, He also DEANDRE PUGH, 
Redskin anchored the line for received the sportsmanship Mnrtins Ferry - 1his for

Coach Andrew Connor from award following the game mer Pwple Rider was the 

his center spot with Martins Feny. leader ot the offensive line 

The 6-foot-3, 310 pound- Along witl1 football, Ho- for Coach Chas Yoder's team 

er was a four-year letterman epfner took part in Buckeye from his left tackle spot. 

and served as captain. Boys State and Young Life. Toe 6-5,'320 pounder was 

Bolek is also a strindout in Hoepfner, who is the son an all-OV AC, u]l-Ohio an all 

the classroom, earning aca- of Jeff and Kelly Hoepfner, Times Leader selection. 

dernic all-OV AC four times. plans to attend Oltlo Univer- Along with football, he 

He's a memberof the Nation- sity. was a standout in basketball. 

al Honor Society, Key Club KEONTE • HOLMES, Pugh is tl1e son of Jennifer 

and Robotics Team. Steubenville - 1his fooner Norris and Ralph Pugh. 

Bolek, who plans to attend Big Red regular was a dam- DALTON RJCE, 
the University of Akron, is inating force along tlie line Shenandoah - This fonner 

the son of Hope Bohomo.and for Coach Reno Saccoccia's Zep was a key member of 

Robert Bolek. team. the offensive line for head 

CODY GAMBLE, Har- The 6-4, 250 pounder • coach Jesse Wells' team. 

rlson Central - This for- didn't allow a sack in two 111c 6-L 225 pounder 

mer Huskie was a two-way season and posted 70 pan- graded out at 90 percent 

regular for Coach Anthony cake blocks. blocking and had 40 pan

Hayes' team. Holmes was nmned first- cakes, while allowing just 

The 6-2, 252 pounder had team all-Ohio, all-Eastern 1.5 sacks. He also had 5 I 

60 tackles, including 11 for District and all-OVAC. He tackles. He had an 88 per

loss. he also had six sacks, also plaayed in tlie North- , cent blocking grade as a ju-

forced two fumlJles and re- South Game. nior. 
covered one, Holmes, who is the son of Rice was named his 

Hisfineseasoneamedhim Jerome Holmes, plans to at- team's offensive lineman 

all-OV AC, all-Buckeye 8 tend Wheeling Jesuit. of the year and was also ac

and all-Eastern District : ANDREW JOBE. corded first-temn u]l-Ohio 

Along with football, he Shadyside - 1his former accolades. He was a three

was a standout in wrestling, Tiger was a mainstay on the time all-Eastern District pick 

placing third in the OV AC line for Coach Murk Holen- and twice nmned to the all-

and winning the school's ka's squad. OV AC squad. 

Most Outstanding Wrestler The 6-1, 220 pounder Rice, who ls the son of 

award. earned all-Eastern District Trenda and Jeff Rice, plans 

Gamble is the son of Am- and special mention all-Ohio. to attend Ohio Wesleyan. 

her and Doug Little and Bill Jobe, who plans to attend LOGAN WILSON, In-

Gamble. OUE, is the son of James and dlan Creek - 1his fonner 

OWEN HARTSHORN, Shem Jobe. Redskin was impressive at 

Monroe Central - This COLE LAROCHE, defensive end for Connor's 

former Seminole standout Bellaire - This fooner Big team. 
was key contributor on both Reds' standout was a con-• The 5-8, 185 pounder re

sides of the ball for Coach tributor basically all over the corded 63 tackles, including 

Joshlschy's team. field for Spigarelli's team. 41 solos: He also had 11 tack-

The 6-0, 200 pounder was He finished with 133 ca- !es for loss and eight sacks. 

a three-year letterman for the reer tackles and I I sacks He was nmned all-Eastern 

Seminoles. from his defensive end spot. District, ,ul-OV AC and all

He received the Gacy He also caught 26 passes and Ohio special mention. 

Loveday Leadership Award was true on 34 of 39 PA Ts Wilson is the son of L)sm 

and servi,d as a captain of and half of his four field-goal and Ken Waggoner. 



Eaay. eager to· 
work with big 
• group of Ols 

• OVAC gleam game in two weeks 
By SETH STASKEY 
Tlmes Leader Sports Editor 

WHEELING - Mike Eddy admitted 
during bis tenure at Parkersburg South his 
teams never boasted a tremendous amount of 
size. 

As he prepares to coach bis final game in 
the state of West Virginia before he begins 
bis tenure at Logan High School in Ohio, 
Eddy is anxiously awaiting the chance to i;et 
to camp at Bethany College and work with 
the group of linemen he's assembled for the 
OV A'C Rudy Mumley All-Star Game, which 
is slated for Saturday, July 27 at Wheehng 
Island Stadium. 

"It'll be nice to be able to 
coach people who look like 
offensive linemen," Eddy 
joked. "We were undersized 
at South, but we have a nice
sized group of kids now. I re
ally like this group." 

Eddy is familiar with many of the players 
he and his coaching staff chose after hav
ing-played against many of them· during the 
course of the season. 

"The kids are mobile and athletic for their 
size," Eddy said. "It d"':sn 't matter the level 
of football or whether it's an all-star game 
of not. Games arc won and lost up front. We 
feel like we have some kids who can lock up 
on guys and move them around the field." 

While the offen.sive line is a bigger group, 
Eddy doesn't mind having smaller defensive 
linemen. 

"We like those kids to be aggressive and 
want those guys to move a little bit better," 
Eddy said. "Most our (defensive) linemen 
run anywhere between 215 and 260, so 
we're not quite as big, but I do like the depth 
we have." 

Vying for tirae in the trenches when camp 
opens a week from Sundlly will be Ryan 
Cross (Paden City), Nick Defelice (Morgan
town), Luke Duplaga (Wheeling Central), 
Shane Hercules (John Marshall), Hayden 
Hoge (Cameron), Vinny Mangino (Wheeling 
Central), Ryan McCave (Wheeling . P:1fk), 
Robert Valenti (Weir) and Brady W1lliarns 
(John Marshall). 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
RY AN CROSS, Paden City - This for

mer Wildcat shined along the defensive line 
and at fullback for Coach Brent Croasman's 
squad. 

The 5-8, 218 pounder was twice named 
all-OV AC and honorable mention all-state. 

Ryan is the son of Mark and Anglia Cross. 
NICK DEFELICE, Morgantown - This 

former Mohigan caused all sorts of p~oblems 
for opposing teams from his defensive end 
spot. 

The 6-0, 190 pounder posted 20 tackles, 
13 assists, 3,5 sacks and five tackles for loss 
en route to earning all-OVAC and honorable 
mention all state for Coach Matt Lacy's team. 

Defelice 1s also a member of Athlete's 
Edge Club, Ski Club aand Geography Aware
ness Club. 

See, EDDY, Page 82 

• Eddy--------------
conunued from Page B1 

Nick, who plans to attend West Virginia 
University, is the son of Anthony and Kim 
Defelice. 

LUKE DUPLAGA, Wheeling Central -
This former Maroon Knight was a two-way 
mainstay for Coach Mike Young's team. 

The 5-8, 245 pounder was a key cog in 
the last two state title teams and earned all
state accolades. 

Luke is the son of Mike and Alyssa Du
plaga. 

SHANE HERCULES, John Marshall -
This former Monarch held down the fort at 
left tackle for Coach Jason Willis' team. 

The 6-5, 315 pounder was named spe
cial mention all-OV AC and was a 'Block of 
Granite' nominee. 

Shane, who plans to attend West Liberty, 
i.s the son of Teresa Mahaney. 

HAYDEN HOGE, Cameron - This for
mer Dragon was a key to the offensive suc
cess by Coach Scott Holt's team from the 
guard spot. 

The 6-1, 240 pounder earned all-OV AC 
and special mention all-state. 

Along with football, Hoge was a stand
out wrestler and also a member of the Drug 
Free Club. 

Hayden is the son of Marcie Hoge. 
VINNY MANGINO, Wheeling Cen

tral - This former Maroon Knight was 
tough to block at defensive end for Young's 
squad. 

Mangino earned all-state accolades for 
the third consecutive season and was once 
again named all-OV AC as he helped lend 
the Knights to the Class A state title. 

Vinny, who is the son of Susan Mangino 
and Anthony Mangino, plans to attend West 
Liberty. 

RYAN MCCAVE, Wheeling Park -
This former Patriot standout was an anchor 
for Coach Chris Daugherty's line. 

The 6-5, 300 pounder was named first
team all-TRAC for his fine campaign. 

Along with football, McCave is a mem
ber of the Drug Free Club. 

Ryan, who is the son of John and Tammy 
McCave, plans to attend West Liberty. 

ROBERT VALENTI, Weir - This for
mer Red Rider was a two-way tackle for 
Coach Tony Filberto's squad. 

The 6-4, 290 pounder earned a myriad 
of accolades, including nll-OV AC, special 
mention all state and he took part in the 
North-South All-Star Game last month. 

Robert, who is the son of Robert and Kar
en Valenti, plans to attend West Virginia. 

BRADY WJLLIAMS, John Marshall -
This former Monarch lined up at center and 
along the defensive line for Willis' team. 

Williams earned his third letter and was 
named second-team all-TRAC after a fine 
season. 

Brady is the son of Crystal nod John Kiel
basa. 

Route Running 
Is Key for Ohio 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

WINTERSVILLE - Andrew Connor and. 
his coaches know the receivers quite well that 
they chose for the 7 4th OV AC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football Game. 

After all, they either coached or conched 
against most of them. That allowed them to· 
make wise choices when they formed the 
Ohio roster for the meeting with West Vir
ginia that is slated for Saturday, July 27 at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

"11tis group brings a lot of talent," Con
nor said. "It's a group that all catches the ball 
well. When you watch these kids on film, they 
run really good routes, too." 

Connor was big on that when he was look
ing for his receivers. 

"With only a week to prepare, timing is go
ing to be big, so you have to run good routes 
to get the passing game to click," Connor said. 

Battling for time at receiver and tight end 
are Drake Dobson (Martins Feny), Cade 
Hannahs (Barnesville), Matt Mamula (Indian 
Creek), Bryce McAfoose (Edison) and Trent 

• Valentine (Cambridge). 
Here's a capsule look nt the players: 
DRAKE DOBSON, Martins Ferry -

This former Purple Rider did a little bit of ev
erything for coach Chas Yoder's team. 

The 6-foot, 215 pounder rushed for 364 
yards and two touchdowns from his fullback 
spot. He also logged l 07 tackles and six sacks 
from his linebacker post. 

Dobson was named second-team AIJ-Ohio, 
All-Eastern District, All-OVAC and All 
Times Leader. 

Dobson, who is the son of Jeff and Kristy 
Dobson, plans to attend Muskingum. 

CADE HANNAHS, Barnesville - This 
former Shamrock wore a lot of hats for Coach 
Blake Allen's squad the last several years. 

En route to third-team All-Ohio, the 5-11, 
150 pounder accounted for more than 2,000 
all-purpose yards. He rushed for more than 
1,000. passed for 500 and hauled in more 
than 700 yards receiving. 

Hannahs was named All-Eastern District, 
All-OV AC. All Times Leader and Academic 
All-Ohio. 

Along with football, Hannahs was a key 
cog in the Shamrocks' baseball team. 

Hannahs, who plans to attend Bethany Col
lege, is the son of Chris and Rachel Hannahs. 

MATT MAMULA, Indian Creek -
This fonner Redskin was a go-to-guy in the 
passing game for Connor's team. 

The 6-3, 205 pounder hauled in 43 passes 
for better than 900 yards. He averaged 20.9 
yards per catch in his high school career. He 
also had two interceptions that he took back 
for touchdowns. 

Mnmula's career didn't go unnoticed. He 
was All-Eastern District, All-OVAC, AIJ
Quad County, All-Area Team. He also earned 
three academic letters. 

Please see OHIO, Page 16 



Indian Creek's Connor Relishes OVAC Experience 
WHEELING - Andrew Connor 

was likeµ kid in a candy store nil of 
last week. 

players to have an enjoyable time 
but be put paramount emphasis on 
winning. According to his players, he 
stressed that repeatedly. 

Ohio overcome a brilliant perfor
mance by West Virginia's De'Vaughn 
McWhorter. The Wheeling Park prod
uct was nothing short of sensational, 
rushing for I 02 yards on four carries. 
He scored.on runs of 76 and 25 yards. 
He nlso fonded three passes. 

things the right way. Once we made 
the goal-line stand when they got 
down to our 2-yard line we felt the 
tide turned in our favor. The personable and highly suc

cessful Indian Creek football coach 
says he has wailed 17 yenrs to coach 
in the OV AC Rudy Mumley Charity 
Footbnll Classic. 

His Buckeyes didn't let Wm down. 
Far from it, exhibiting game-Jong 
resiliency. 

Ohio pulled out n 21-1 7 verdict, 
courtesy of a Jute touchdown pass from 
Meadowbrook's Davis Black to St 
Clairsville's Craig Bober. The scoring 
connection covered 28 yards and was 
set up by a defensive back-biting pump 
fake by Black. 

"We knew (McWhorter) was an 
excellent player, and when you put 
athletes on the field like him in an 
all-star game anything can happen," 
Connor said Sunday in o phone 
interview while taking a break from 
mowing his lawn. "But we felt we 
outworked them all week and did 

"I told the kids at halftime (dead
locked at 14-14) that oil the hard 
work we put in all week put us in the 
position to win this game. We showed 
a lot of toughness in the second half. 

BUBBA 
KAPRAL 

Connor got his chance Saturdny 
night at Wheeling Island Stadium. He 
did not waste the opportunity. 

I was so happy for our players. They 
did everything I asked them to do all 
week. I was just hoping that I did nil I 
could do for us to win." EXECUTNE 

SPORTS EDITOR 

Connor siressed from the time his 
players checked in at Bethany College 
eight dnys ngo that his emphasis was 
on winning the game. He wanted his That aerinl game-winner helped Please see KAPRAL, Page JO 
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Connor enamored with Ohio receiving talent 
~~;~~~e~J!!K~!or x:ntieoyu~atc!h the~kids on F DRAKE DOBSON, Martins wore a Jot of hats for Coach Blake Chris and Rochel Hannahs. 

WINTERSVILLE - Andrew 
Connor and his coaches know 
the _receivers quite well that they 
chose for the 7 4th OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Grune. 

After all, they either coached 
or coached against most of them. 
Toot allowed them to make wise 
choices • when they formed the 
Ohio roster for the meeting with 
West Virginia that is slated for 
Saturday, July 27 at Wheeling Is
land Stadium. 

''This group brings a lot of tal
ent," Connor said. "It's a group 
hat nil catches the ball well. 

t " re Y g routes, !rry . - This former Purple Allen's squad the Inst several MATI' ·MAMULA Indian 
oo. Rider did a little bit of everything years Creek Thi f ' • 

he;,~~i:r;:s ~ig~n that. when forcoachChasYoder'steam. En. route to third-team All- was a g~-to-giy 7~~e ~~~~ 
"W.tb g or s receivers. Toe 6-foot-0, 215 pounder Ohio, the 5-11, 150 pounder game for Connor's team. 

tirnia 1 . onl_y a week t~ prepare, rushed for 364 yards and two accounted for more than 2 000 Toe 6-3 205 pounder hauled 
have fo ~o~o ~ bir, so /~u touchdowns from his fullback all-purpose yards. He rushed for in 43 pass~s for better than 900 

. . ro~ es,,o ge e spot. He also logged 107 tackles more than 1,000, passed for 500 yards He averaged 20 9 ards 
P~cl.mg game to click, Connor and six sacks from his linebacker and hauled in more than 700 per c~tch in his high schocil ca-
sat post d • • Battlln for · • • , yar s receivmg. reer. He also had two intercep-
and tight gend aretim~~ ~::;! ondDotebson AllwasOhinamedAII Esec- H~ah~ was named All-East- lions that he took back for touch-
(Martin . - nm - o, - ast- em D1strtct, All-OV AC All downs 
(Barnes~J:r~;~a!~O::~ ;m Di~ct, All-OVAC and All Time~ Leader and Academlc All- M~uln's career . didn't go 
dian c k) B M Af unes acter. . Ohio. unnoticed. He was All-Eastern 
(Edison)ee and ,R';e c O?Se Dob~on, who JS the son of Jeff Along with footbnll, Hannahs District All-OV AC All-Quad 
(Cambridge) nt Vnlentme :d Kristy_ Dobson, plans to at- was a key cog in the Shamrocks' County; All-Area Te~. He also 

Here's a • 
1 1 

nd Muskingum. . baseball team. earned three academic letters 
players: capsu e ook at the mCADETh~AHS, Barnes- Hannahs, who plans to attend Along with football, M~ula 

, v e - 1s ,ormer Shamrock Bethany College, 1s the son of See, OHIO, Page 82 

:-··ohio --------------------------------
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I . 
• was active iniKey Club. 
l Mamula, who plans to 
:Uttend Wheeling Jesuit, is 
!the son of Nick and Debyn 
•Mamula. 
• BRYCE MCAFOOSE, 
;Edison - This former 
;wildcat played a myriad of 
:positions for Coach Shane 
O'Brien's team. ! The 6-0, 170 pounder 

logged 300 tackles for his 
career, including 104 as a 
senior. He also finished with 
40 receptions for 500 yards. 

McAfoose was named 
third-team All-Ohio. He was 
second-team All-OV AC and 
All-Eastern District. 

Along with football, 
McAfoose was a standout 
in track. He's the Edison 

school record holder in the 
pole vault. 

Away from athletics, 
McAfoose is acvtive in Fel
lowship of Christian Ath
letes. 

McAfoose, who plans to 
enter flight school with the 
gonl of becoming a commer
cinl airplane pilot, is theson 
of Heath and Charity McA-

foose. ranks 30th in Ohio history 
TRENT VALENTINE, and bis consecutive game 

Cambridge - This former streak ranks number nine. 
Bohcatre-wrote the school's He nlso hauled in I 9 
record book in receiving cat- touchdowns and recorded 
egories under Josh Lowery. • 208 tackles. 

The 5-10, 170 pounder He was a three-time 
finished with 175 catches All-Ohioan, garnering fust 
for 2,319 yards. He caught team in 2018. He was All
a pass in 32 , consecutive OVAC, All-Eastern District 
games. His career catch totnl and All-ECOL. He was also 

an All-Ohioan in baseba11 
along with All-OVAC, All
ECOL. He was also a stand
out in basketball, gm11cring 
All-Eastern District. • 

Away from athletics, Val
entine served as the treasur
er of the Class of 2019. 

Vnlentine, who is the son 
of John and Kim Valentine, 
plans to attend Marietta. 



OVAC 
Continued from Page Cl 

Away from athletics, 
Bober was a standout in the 
classroom. He's a member 
of the National Honor Soci
ety and Spanish 'Club. 

Craig, who is the son of 
Ed and Tammy Bober, plans 
to attend West Liberty. 

JUSTIN HEATHER
INGTON, St. Clairsville 
- Prior to an injury, this 
Red Devils senior was en
joying a productive cam
paign for McLean and the 
Red Devils. 

The 6-2, 170-pound
er rushed for 5 7 7 yards 
and eight touchdowns. He 
caught I 5 passes for 457 
yards and seven touch
downs. He also had three in
terceptions and was one of 
the teams' leading tacklers 
before injuring ~s knee. 

Heatherington, was 
named All-Buckeye 8, All
OV AC, All-Eastern Dis
trict, All-Valley and All
Times Leader. 

Aloni; with . football, 
Heathenngton was a two
event state qualifier in 
track and field and was an 
All-Ohioan in th~highjump 
in 2017. 

Justin, who is the son 
of Carrie James and Scott 
Heatherington, plans to at
tend Ohio University East-
ern. ' 

CAL KILDOW, Union 
Local - This fonner Jet 
did a little bit of everything, 
including trigger the offense 
in 2018 for Coach Bernie 
Thompson's team. 

The 5-7, I 40-pounder 
was a quarterback for two 
seasoru;. He threw for more 
than 1,000 yards each sea
son. He also landed 15 
touchdowns and 56 percent 
of his passes. 

Kildow was named All
OV AC tll!ice, All-East
ern District, All-Valley, 
All-Buckeye 8 and All
Times Leader. 

Along with football, Kil
dow was a standout in bas
ketball and baseball, too. He 
played in the OVAC All-

Sunday,July 21,2019 

Star Games. 
Away from athletics, Kil

dow was the president of his 
class, member of the Drug 
Free Club, Future Educators 
of' America, Fellowship of 
Christian Students. 

Cal, who is the son of 
Todd and Julie Kildow, 
plans to attend Waynesburg. 

TINO KUSIC, Bridge
port - This former Bull
dogs standout shined on 
both sides of the ball for 
Coach Fred Ray's team. 

The 5-11, 185-pounder 
shined at quarterback and 
in the secondary. He threw 
for 2,928 yards and 30 
touchdowns as a junior. He 
followed that up with 1,002 
passing and 859 rushing 
yards last season. . 

Kusic was named third 
team All-Ohio as a ju
nior and twice named All
OV AC. 

Along with football, Ku
sic was an All-Ohioan in 
wrestling. 

Tino, who is the son of 
John Kusic and Conishia 
Kusic, plans to attend West 
Liberty. 

IAN PHILLIPS, Steu
benville - This fonner 
Big Red standout was a key 
cog in the success of Coach 
Reno Saccoccia's team be
cause of the strength of his 
foot. 

The 5-8, ISO-pounder 
handled the placekicking 
for Steubenville, nailing a 
school-record 110 PATs. 
He also connected on two 
field goals with a long of 33 
yards. 

Phillips was named 
All-Eastern District, honor
able mention All-Ohio and 
All-OVAC. 

Away from the field,he's 
an academic All-Ohioan, 
member of the Key Club, 
Rotary Club, National Hon
or Society and served on the 
OVAC's Varsity Board 

Ian, who plans to attend 
Washington & Jefferson, is 
the son of Bill and Marla 
Phillips. 

r cu 
W.Va .. Fills 
Out Roster 
Team is set for 
OVAC All-Star tilt 

By SETH STASKEY 
. For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - It's go-time for the 
West Virginia all-stars. 

Fonner Parkersburg South coach 
Mike Eddy completed his roster for the 
game, which will be played one week 
from tonight at Wheeling Island Stadi
um with the announcementoflineback
ers, defensive backs and his kicker. 

Eddy nnd the Mountaineers will re
port to Bethany College at noon Sun
day to open training camp. 

The defensive group mcludes Jack
son Chaney (Oak Glen), Bastian Ge
her (Linsly), Jules Giovengo (Linsly), 
Brayden Mooney (South), Jennain 
Snodgrass (Wheelin11 Park) Sebas
tian Stickler (Magnolia), Jonah.Phares 
(University). 

On top of these players, linemen 
John Marshall's· Gavin Lockhart and 
Valley's George Brown have been add
ed to the roster. 

"We feel good about our lineback
ers, bur it'll be interesting to see where 
,those guys play," Eddy said. "The de
fe,nsive back group ls important, but 
1t s the group we know the l!;ast about. 
We feel good about our kicker. He has 
a good, strong, accurate leg." 

Please see ROSTER, Page I I 
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Herc's a capsule look at 
the ~layers who returned 
their rnfonnation sheets: 

JACKSON CHANEY, 
Oak Glen - This fonncr 
Golden Bear was all over 
the field on the defensive 
side for Coach Ted Ar
neault's team. 

The 5-foot-10, 
160-pounder finished with 
76 tackles, recovered a fum
ble, intercepted a pass and 
scored a touchdown. 

Along with football, 
Chancy was a member of 
the National Honor Society 
and attended West Virginia 
Boys State. 

Jackson, who plans to 
attend West Virginia Uni
versity, is the son of Pat and 
Arny Chaney. 

~ASTIAN GEHRER. 
Llnsly - This former Ca
det was one of the top tack
lers for Coach B.J. Depew's 
team. 

The 6-2, 2 I 0-pounder 
finished with IO I tackles 
and was named his team's 
defensive player of the year. 

Bastian, who plans to at
tend Cal, Pa., is the son of 
Michael Gehrer and Dorthea 
Gehrer. 

JULES GIOVENGO, 
Llnsly - This fonner Ca
det did a little bit of every
thing for Depew's team 
despite battling through an 
injury that cost him a hand
ful of games. 

The 5-6, 150-poundcr 
fmished with 400 yards and 
11 touchdowns receiving. 
He also had two punt returns 
for a touchdown. He's also a 
cornerback. 

Giovengo w11s named 
first team All-OV AC, re
ceived tl1e Zimmer Award 
as Linsly School Athlete of 
the Year and was named• the 
football MVP in 2 O I 8. ,. -

Along with football, 
Giovengo was a standout 
wrestler and lettered in base
ball. 

Jules, who plans to attend 
West Virginia, is the son of 
Jeff and Tiffany Giovengo. 

BRA YDEN MOONEY, 
Parkersburg South 
This fonner Patriot was in
strumental for Eddy's team 
both at quarterback and as a 
linebacker. 

The 6-1, 205-pounder 
passed for 1,609 yards 
and IO touchdowns. He 
also rushed for 620 yards 
and 6 touchdowns. De
fensively, he tallied 111 
tackles, including six for 
loss. 

Mooney was named All
TRAC and all-stale. 

Brayden is the son of John 
and Alison Mooney. 

JERMAIN SNO-
DGRASS, Wheelln!l Park 
- This fonner Patnot was 

a defensive standout for 
Coach Chris Daugherty's 
team. 

The 5-9, 210-pounder 
finished his linebacker ca
reer with 223 tackles, six 
sacks and an interception. 

Along with football, Sno
dgrass was a standout in 
wrestlin!:( and track. 

Jennam, who plnns to at
tend Bethany College, is the 
son of Tera Snodgrass. 

SEBASTIAN STICK
LER, Magnolla - Titis 
fonner Blue Eagle was a 
key for Coach Dave Chap
man •s team at receiver and 
linebacker. 

The 5-9, 175-poundcr 
caught 70 passes for 855 
yards and l O touchdowns. 

Spencer was first team 
all-state and All-OV AC. 

Sticker, who is headed to 
West Virginia University, is 
the son of Christy Stapel. 

I 
' 
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Connor excited about group of Ohio all-star LBs 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

WINTERSVILLE - Andrew 
Connor and his coaching staff 
didn't just look for playmakers 
on the offensive side of the ball 
when they selected their roster 
for the 74th annual OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Grune. 

The veteran Indian Creek bead 
coach, who will lead the Buck
eye State against West Virginia 
on Saturday, July 2 7 at Wheel
ing Island Stadium, focused on 
linebacker plsy because of. bow 
instrumental it is to defensive 

success. 
"If you do not have good line

backers, the other stuff is all win
dow dressing," Connor said. "We 
feel like we've selected a really 
good group of kids. We've seen a 
lot of these kids play and it's nice 
to have them on our team now." 

Connor believes the group, 
which includes Sbadyside's Con
nor Banco, Shenandoah's Chase 
Cbicwak, River's Hunter Den
nis, Steubenvllle's Erik Lulla and 
Fort Frye's Evan Schob, will be 
able to play both against the run 
and pass. 

"This group can stunt well, 

gets to the ball well and tackles ished his prep career with some 
well in space," Connor observed. 200 tackles and 12 sacks from 
"We're really excited about these his linebacker post He also ac
guys." cumulated some 2,600 yards 

Both the Ohio --------•rushing and 1,000 
and West Virgin- yards receiving to go 
ia squads report to 'IFYOUdooo/liilro~ along with 60 touch-
camp on Sunday at /inebacm, 1/iJ o1her shiff t lliooow downs. 
Bethany College. dressing.• Banco was twice 

Here's a capsule -AndrowConnor named all-OJ:tio. and 
look at the players: Ohio head coach all-Eastern D1stnct. 

CONNOR BAN Banco, who plans 
CO, Shadyside - to attend Wheeling 
This former Tiger was a stand- Jesuit, is the son of Thomas and 
out on both sides of the ball for Jennifer Banco. 
Coach Mark Holenka's team. CHASE CHICWAK, Shenan-

The 6-2, 205 pounder fin- doah - This former Zcp re-

wrote the school records for tack
les under the watch of head coach 
Jesse Wells. 

The 6-0, 190 pounder finished 
his career with a Shenandoah-best 
439 tackles. 

He was recognized as all-Ohio 
three times during his illustri
ous career and twice earned the 
coveted Eastern District Defen
sive Player of the Year. He was 

• an all-Eastern District pick three 
times. 

Chase, who plans to attend 
Ohio Dominican, is the son 
of John Chickwak and Lori 

See, OHIO, Page 82 

. •Ohio ____________________ _;__ ________ _ 
Continued from Page B 1 

Chicwak. 
HUNTER DENNIS, 

River - This former Pilot 
shined on both sides of the 
ball for Coach Mike Flan
nery's team. 

The 5-9, 185 pounder 
bad a senior season in which 
be logged 53 tackles, 27 of 
which were solo. He also 
bad a sack, interception, 

• 
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three forced fumbles and 15 
tackles for loss. On the of
fensive side, be scored four 
touchdowns and grJded out 
at 95 percent as a blocking 
fullback. 

Dennis wns honorable 
mention all-Eastern District 
and all-Valley. Hunter is the 
son of Rodney and Erica 
Dennis. 

• 

ERIK LULLA, Steuben
ville • - This former Big 
Red dandy was a key cog in 
the success of Coach Reno 
Saccoccia's team the last 
couple of seasons. The 6-0, 
I 75 pounder was Big Red's 
leading tackler as both a 
junior and senior. He also 
caught six toucbowns from 
his tight end spot 

• 

PO 

Lulla was named all
OV AC and second-team all
Ohio as well as first-team 
all-Eastern District. 

Erik, who plans to attend 
Eastern Gateway Commu
nity College, is the son of 
Dave and Dawn Lulla. 

EV AN SCHOB, Fort 
Frye - This former Cadet 
did was one of the key con-

■ 

tributors on both sides of the 
ball for Coach Eric Huck's 
team that advanced to the 
Division VI, Final Four. 

The 5-9, 200 pounder 
finished with some J, 100 
yards and 15 touchdowns 
rushing. He also Jogged 
90 tackles from his middle 
linebacker spot. Schob wus 
named all-Eastern District 

• 

as a running back, nil-PVC, 
all-OV AC and was a team 
captain. Along with foot
ball, Schab is a member of 
the OVAC's Varsity Board 
und attended Buckeye Boys 
Stale in 20 I 8. 

Evan, who plans to attend 
Ohio Valley University, is 
the son of Andy and Candi 
Schab . 

■• 

West Virginia's Eddy rounds out OVAC roster 
• OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game kicks off one week from tonight 

Saturday, 
July 20, 2019 

~~~e~iA~~iciio, Jackson Chaney (Oak Glen), ~ood about our kicker. He has a was a member of the National 
po B'.15tmn Geher_ (Lmsly), Jules good, strong, accurate leg." Honor Society and attended West 

WHEELING - It's go-time 
for the West Virginia all-stars. 

Coach Mike Eddy - formerly 
of Parkersburg South - com
pleted bis roster for the game, 
which will be played one week 
from tonight at Wheeling Island 
Stadium with the announcement 
Jf linebackers, defensive backs 
md his kicker. 

Eddy and the Mountaineers 
.vill report to Bethany College on 
iunday at noon to open training 
:amp. 

The defensive group includes 

•OVAC 

G10vengo (Lms]y), Brayden Herc's a capsule look at the Virginia Boys State. 
Mooney (South), Jermam Sno- players who rctured their infor- Jackson, who 
dgrass (Wheeling Park), Sebas- mation sheets: ••--•----- plans to attend West 
lian Stickler (Magnolia), Jonah J A C K S O N 'WEFffigoodabout loo- Virginia University, 
Phares (University). CHANEY, Oak . , . mir is the son of Pat and 

On top of these players, line- Glen _ This fonner baclro.butffllbemteresbngtosoo Amy Chaney. 
men John Marshall's Gavin Golden Bear was wherethoseguysplay." BASTIAN GEH-
Lockhart and Valley's George all over the field on -Mike Eddy RER, Linsly 
Brown have been added to the the defensive side West Vlrgm/a head coach This former Cadet 
roster. for Coach Ted Ar- was one of the top 

"We feel good about our line- neault's team. tacklers for Coach B.J. Depcw's 
backers, but it'll be interesting .to The 5-10, 160 pounder fin- team . 
see where those guys play," Eddy ishcd with 76 tackles recovered . The 6-2, 21 o pounder finished 
~aid. "The defensiye back group a fumble, intercepted 'a pass and with IO J tackles and was named 
IS llllportant, but It's the group scored a touchdown. • his team's defensive player of the 
we know the least about We feel Along with football, Chaney year. 

and all-state. tion. 

Bastian, who plans to attend 
Cal, Pa., is the son of Michael 
Gehrer and Dorthea Gehrer. 

JULES GIOVENGO, Linsly 
This former Cadet did a lit

tle bit of everything for Depew's 
team despite battling through an 
injury that cost him a handful of 
games. 

The 5-6, 150 pounder finished 
with 400 yards and 11 touch
downs receiving. He also had two 
punt returns for a touchdown. 
He's also a cornerback. 

Giovengo wns named ·first
team all-OV AC, received the 
Zimmer Award as Linsly School 

See, OVAC, Page 82 

Continued from Page 81 
Athlete of the Year and was 

named the football MVP in 2018. 
Along with football, Giovengo 

was a standout wrestler and let
tered in baseball. 

triot was instrumental for Eddy's 
team both at quarterback and as a 
linebacker. 

The 6-1, 205 pounder passed 
for 1,609 yards and IO touch
downs. He also rushed for 620 
yards and 6 touchdowns. Defen
sively, he tallied 111 tackles, in
cluding six for loss. 

Brayden is the son of John and 
Alison Mooney. 

JERMAIN SNODGRASS, 

Along with football, Snodgrass 
was a standout in wrestling and 
track. 

Chapman's tcum at receiver and 
linebacker. 

The 5-9, 175 pounder caught 
70 pases for 855 yards and I 0 
touchdowns. 

Jules, who plans to attend West 
Virginia, is the son of Jeff and Tif
fany Giovengo. 

BRAYDEN MOONEY, Park
ersburg South - Tilis former Pa- Mooney wns named all-TRAC 

Wheeling Park - This former Pa
triot was a defensive standout for 
Coach Chris Daugherty's team. 

The 5-9, 210 pounder finished 
his linebacker career with 223 
tackles, six sacks and an intercep-

Jermain, who plans to attend 
Bethany College, is the son of 
Tera Snodgrass. 

SEBASTIAN STICKLER, 
Magnolia - This fonner Blue 
Eagle was a key for Coach Dave 

Spencer was first-team ull-statc 
and all-OV AC. 

Sticker. who is headed to West 
Virginia U111versity. is the son of 
Christy Stapel. 
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"We're going to go like for his team to get to know 
a regular practice," Con- one another on a more per
nor said. "We want to try sonal level. 
and go contact (today), so "It'skindofanice break
we'll get tliem ready (Sun- er," Connor said. "We split 
day), do conditioning, just the kids up so no kid was 
like you would at a normal with his teanunates at his 
practice at your school." school. This way we could 

Eddy - who will rep- bond better and hopefully 
resent Parkersburli South get to know each other bet
for one last time as he took ter. It's one of those things. 
a job in Logan - also We put them by position 
planned to do some light in their rooms. The line
drills with the West Vir- backers will get to know 
ginia side on Sunday. He each other, the offensive 
also wants to get the kids to line will get to know each 
know each other and find other. We are just hoping 
where they will best fit on everyone gels together 
the field. throughout the week and 

"Right now it's kind of we represent Ohio well on 
just going to be a meet- Saturday." 
and-greet and try to get to "That's one of the things 
know these guys," Eddy that make all-star games 
said. "Again, we haven't unique," Eddy said. "There 
coached them before so • is a lot of things that you 
we're not sure exactly what would typically do with a 
their strengths and weak- new team that you don't 
nesses are. Obviously they necessarily really get into 
are all good football play, in an all-star game. These 
ers, but where do they best guys are all seniors and 
fit? We've got 30-plus kids within a month of going 
here. They all came here to away to college. This is a 
compete and play, so we've good experience for them 
got to find where they fit to get a feel of what that's 
best, whether it's on the going to be like. 
offense, defense or special "A lot of these kids have 
teams. So (Sunday), it's played travel ball together 
really going to be about and played in little league 
giving them an overview growing up. And with the 
of the offense, defense and age of social media now, a 
special teams, let them get lot of these guys are at least 
out and run around and do familiar with each other. 
a couple drills, so that (this They've heard their names. 
mornmg), when we get For the most part, these 
started, we'll be really be guys are going to have a 
able to start putting those bit of familiarity with each 
pieces into place." other. There may be some 

While many of the ath- guys in the further reaches 
letes know one another that maybe don't see each 
from playing against each other much, but my guess 
other for a handful of years, is it won't take very long to 
Connor also bad some ice- kind of buddy up and figure 
breakers in mind in order out what they're doing." 
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0 Players--------
cantinued from Page 81 

··1t reallv is an honor to 
be selected to coach in this 
game." Edtly said ... It has 
consistently been one of 
the more prestigious all-star 
gmnes in the state. I-la\-ing 
an opportunity to coach in 
it is quite an honor for our 
coaching: stafL It's aho a 
little bittersweet for us he
cause our coaching staff at 
the end of last season split 
and we all went our separate 
ways. Ifs nice to get every
one back together one more 
time for this week. 

"And of course it excit
ing to meet these kids. !->Orne 

!!UYS we've coached a~ain'>t 
and some other kids that you 
read in the newspapers. So 
having another opportunity 
to work \Vith them obviou,l\
is exciting.,. • 

Both coaches know that 
less than a week or practicc 
is not a lot of time to prepare 
for a game. 

Thafs why they hit the 
ground running on the fir-.t 
dav. 

:'\\'c're lToin" to (To like :::- ~ t'" 

a regular practice:· Connor 
said. ··\\'e want to trv and 
go contact (todav). so" we·n 
get them ready (Sunday). do 
conditioning. ju'>t like you 
would at a nom1al pr:.H.:tiL:l' 
at your school.·· 

all\' !!oin·! to be abmH £iY
in~ them ·~rn nn·n ie\\' o{ the 
otfon-,e. lkkn'ic and ...,pi:cial 
te,tm'-.. let them r:et out and 
run mounJ cmd Clo a couple 
drill:, . ...,o t11,1t ltili..., mornin£l. 
when \\l' ~ct -.urtecL wC·n 
l-e rt.ally h~ able to '>ta1t put
trnµ: lhmt· pt1.:ct.:'I into pbce.·· 

\\!Jile nun1 ot the ath
letes LHO\\ one another from 
play lll!;! a~am.-.{ each other 
for <e harn..lful of war'-.. Con
nor ,11,o h.td <.;onic icel:'lreah.
er.'-o in mine! in order for hi'> 
tc~HE to '.ll'l to knO\\' ont 
anotlwr (1!1 .1 more pcr...,onal 
kvel 

.. It'-. kind of an i,:e bre;1k
cr." Counor s.1id. ·'\\"e '.->plit 
the h:u.b UJ' ...,o 1111 h.iLl \\".t"-. 

\\ ith hi'I \C,lllll)l<.\tt.:\ Clt hi-. 
..,chnoL Thi.., \\'.!\ \\t.: uiuld 
bond bi.:tter ami hopi:ful\y 
~et \t) kmrn c,1ch ntht.'r bet
ter. It'\ (lf1-.'. or lh()'-,~ thini:: ..... 
\\'c put them bJ po-,ition"ln 
their room .... The linL'b,tck
cr.., \\·ill t..:c-t to l-.110\\ each 
otllcr. the,olfen..,i\c line will 
!!,el to kllll\\ i.:ach otl1cr. \\' e 
~ire ju..,t hnpin~ cYcrJ one 
t!.el-; tot!.ethcr thrnut..:hout the 
\\ ed. :1°m\ \\ t..' n:prc~cnt 0hin 
well on ~~nurda\ •• 

Eddy - who will repre
sent Parkcrsburc. South !"or 
one 1a-.t time as he took a joh 
in Logan - also planncj to 
do some light drills 1vith the 
\Vest Virginia side on Sun
day. He also wants to get the 
kids to know each other and 
find \\here they will best lit 

... , hat', urn: Dr tile 1hin'..!-. 
that ma\e all-'>tar 1_:am~'.-o 
uniq11c:· l-"ddy c,,:1id. -~ThL·re 
1s a lot of th int..:'- th,1t \ ou 
would t} pititll:' do with a 
!lL'\\ learn that \'Ott don·l 
n·.:n:,.._~u·l\y 1\:,tlh-~ct into in 
i.111 .t\1-:-,ti.\1_- '2.lll\i...'.· -

•·TIH~'ll' ·'..'.u,·~ ari..: ,11\ ~c
nior'> anl! \\ iti1in a month of 
_t..:oin~ "'' a~ to colh:~i..:. Tlli.., 
1.., ,., ~01)~1 t:\pnicn...:c lnr 

them to '..'.L:l ~1 kd tlf \\ hat 
that', Qn:nt..: tn he like-. on the field. 

"Right now it's kind of 
just g~oing to bl.! a meet
and-grcet and try to get to 
know these guys." Edtl~ 
said ... A!!ain. we haven·t 
coached -them before so 
\Ve're not sure exactlv what 
their .... tren!:!:th<; and· \\eak
ne<.,se'l are.~ Obvious!\' the\' 
are all good footbali pla,'
ers. but \Vhere do the\ bcq 
fit'? We,e got 30-plu·, kids 
here. Thev all came here to 
compete :ind play. so we·Ye 
got to find where they fit 
best. whether it's on thl' 
offense. defense or special 
teams. So (Sunday). it's re-

··.\ ·101 l;! th,:~.c ktd,., hJ\'l' 
played t,:,1,cl h:111 together 
and playc"'-.1 i:1 liltk ka~ue 
gro,\ rng up . .-\ml wnh thi: 
a,!r or ...,0..:1:ll m·..:dia now. a 
k;t ur tiJL''-.C t..:ll\"'-, arc at k~\'-,l 

LunilLtr ,, ilh • e,tdi otJ-icr. 
The'- 0

\e Ile.ml their !El!lll'"
For ·111c 11'.o-r pstrL thc-.c .';uy..; 
arc t..:oin.'. to ha,c a bit oi 
forni'liarit, '.'.·ith l'ach other. 
Thc:·e m:1\ he "Pill:..' !!U\ '
in the rnfth1:r 1ead1es • t!lat 
mcl\h•.: d,m·t '-.'.:i.' .... •,1ch oth
er fln!ch. \-i:ir Ill\' '.2l!,>S h Jt 
won't L1ki: \'en ·1nl1~ to h.ind 
of hwJJ: up :Lnd t{~urt..' out 
\\ h;.H th~~ ·r,_. doing:-
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,. 
From Home 
Linsly's Hirt, Gehrer are 
representing more than 
W.Va. in All-Star Game 

ByKYLELUTZ 
Staff Writer 

BEIHANY - Getting selected to compete 
in the annual OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Stnr 
Game is sometbin~ that an athlete will cherish 
for the rest of his life. Not only will be be able 
to represent his school one final time, but their 
stat,;as well 

HIRT 

When it comes to Lins· 
ly's Wyatt Hirt and Bas· 
tian Gehrer, they will be 
representing a little more 
than that 

Hirt is a Pennsylvania 
native that will strap on 
the pads one more time 
before be continues his 
athletic journey to Cal· 
ifomia • University of 
Pennsylvania. 

"I'm thankful for get• 
ting the call," Hirt said. 
"I was kind of expect• 
ing it I put in a Jot of 
work and if I didn't get 
the call, it would be the 
same. I would just put in 1 
the work and be getting ' 
ready for colle,ge." 

While bemg from 
Pennsylvania, Hirt is 
ready for the opportunity 
to play for the Mountain 
State on Saturday ni,ght 

''It's a little bit of 
mixed feelini;s," Hirt 
said. "West Vrrginia has 

kind of been my home since fifth wade. 
"All my buddies live here and Ilmow Wheel· 

ing_is just like a second home to me." 

GEHRER 

Hirt, who passed for 1,376 yards in 2018 
along with 15 touchdowns and was a three-year 
stnrter, knows that a plethora of Linsly athletes 
have played in this ganie and hopes that he can. 
that he can represent his school well 

Please see HOME, Page 8 

St. C.'s Kolb 
Always Puts 
Team First 

By SETH Sf ASKEY 
For The IntellJJ!encer 

BE1HANY - Brady Kolb is a team-first 
guy. ' 

Always \\'as and always will be. 
So, it was not surprismg to hear the recent 

St Clairsville graduate express that his main 
goal and focus for Saturday's 74th annual 
OVAC Rudy Mumley A,11-Star Football Game 
is to do anything he can to help Ohio win. 

"All of the guys here 
simply want to win on 
Saturday," Kolb said. 
"We've had a good 
week, understand what 
we need to do and I 
think we'll be a team out 
there." 

While Kolb is Will· 
ing to do whatever Ohio 
coach Andrew Connor 
asks or needs, he would 
like to get his hands on 

KOLB the ball. 
"I feel like we've 

come together well (during the week) and I 
know we're all going out there to give our best 
efforts," Kolb said. 

He certainly );lOI to touch the ball a Jot during 
his prep days with the Red Devils. Last season 
in helpmg the Red Devils to a 12-1 mark and a 
trip to the regional title game, Kolb carried the 
ball 324 times for 2,081 yards and scored 31 
touchdowns. 

''I used to tell Coach (Brett) McLean and 
Coach (Donnie) Giffin, 'I'll taJce as many (car· 
ries) as you want to give me,"' Kolb joked. 
"Whatever they wanted to give me, I was 
ready for." 

Included was a tough, 28..carry, 133-yard 
and two touchdown performance aiainst Con· 
nor and his Indian Creek Redskins m a driving 
rainstorm in Wintersville. 

"If Coach Connor wants to give me the ball 
like that (in the OVAC Game), I'll take him up 
on i4" Kolb said. "They've talked about !4 so 
we'll see." 

Please see KOLB, Page 8 
Bl Ii 

KOLB ---------------·-----·------
(Continued from l'a~c 7) 

Kolb carried the ball 595 lime, for 
3,648 yards and 52 touchdowns in the 
last two seasons en route to All-Ohio 
acclr1im each time. 

Kolb was one of three Red Devils 
SL'lcclcd for the game. but only he and 
\Vide receiver Craig Bober will suit up 
I or the e:amc. 

"II n1cans a lot to be ablc to play 
with Crnig one more time:· Kolb said. 
"This wintcr, I was in the wcig:htroorn 
and when I hcurd Crnig got picked. ii 
really gal me thinking about all of the 
ml'mories we have tol.!.cllicr on the field. 
Now. we e:ct to doL ii (tot1ctl1cr) Olll' 

Though he had that kind of workload, 
Kolb continued to look for more. Other 
than some bumps, bruises and normal 
soreness. Kolb proved to be highly du
rable for the Red Devils. 

"It was a lot of stress. but I did a lot 
of recovt:ry stuff ;.ind each week contin
ued to do it and I was fortunate 10 not 
have any problems," Kolb said. 

more tirne_;. ~, 

He was primarily a defensive player 
as <l sophomore, earning all-state acco
lades in 20 I 6 with 98 solo lac kl es :ind 
2 3 assists. 

Kolb was active on social media ba
sically since learning that he had been 
selected for the game. pointing out how 
excited he was to get to camp and bci;in 
the process of workiug toward what he 
hopes is a victory against \Vest Virgin-

Once the game goes final Saturday 
night. Kolb will shift focus to lhe next 
sta'..!;c of his career ~ind that's as a mcm
bei or the Wheeling University fool ball 
program. which will play its first varsi
ty campaign this fall. 

"I've been working hurd (this sum
mer) to get ready and this game will 
kind of serve as a test to ••we how ~oocl 
of sh:ipe I arn in, too:· Kolb said. "I' II 
be gelting a tasle of it. 

ia. • 
"This is just an awcSomc opportuni

ty," Kolb said. 
"It's been everything I could have 

dreamed about and more." 

·'This game can kind of showcase 
how much rvc learned since I've been 
working out with my new tca111111ates 
:mJ conches and also what I've gained 
in strength." 

HOME 
(Continued from l'a~c 7) 

"[l's great. A Joi of 
good players come up 
through Linsly ,.. Hirt 
said. "I hope I do them 
well in this game ... 

Gehrer had a b ii of 
a lo11µcr journey to the 
rriendly City. 

''I'm an Austria na
tive." Gehrer said, "I 
came here two years ago. 
1 ·m going lo Pennsylva
nia next year for college. 
It's very different. 1 think 
I'm one of the fir,t. if not 
the first -internnllonal guy 
playing in this game. So 
I'm representing Austria 
and West Virginia.'' 

Gehrer has quite the 
history of playing the 
game of football. He 
started playing eight 
years ago and as the years 
went on, the better he goL 
He eventually played For 
an Austria national team. 

He \Vent to :t showcase 
where he met Bjocrn \Ver
ner who is the founder of 
an organization called 
Gridiron Imports. 

Accorcline: to it<:. web
site. Gridir0n lrnror1s is 
a non-profit organirntion 
lhal helps inlcrnalional 
players allain opporluni
ties lo play football and 
pursue their education 
111 at the hi12:h .._<.:11001 and 
college Jcvl:I in the Unit
ed States. 

Evc11t11:illv. Werner 
helped Gcl11'.er find Lins
ly. 

"It \Va-; the bc~t two 
years of my lif'c." Gehrer 
said nbout attending Lins
ly. 

"I made lot of new 
friends. It was a \Vhole 
different lifcstvk com
pared lo h:ick al ·110me like 
with school and practice. 

Ill lmsf m•ss fi,r 111·a •1·1 y,•11rs, 
~ J J J:..:::; l-'urnatl'S • Air Comlitiolll'r; ..r-~[· l .J ;,.,-.)~· --) / :i 

{ _ryi~ ;1_
1 

;/ (~·i• 'P ir'(l I k,1! l'urnps • Geolhrrmal 
~ !J ..J JJ Jk;.idcn!Lil • Cummcr.:!al 

"'-'-'--'-"--'·"'· EE)o ____ Rl'pair • ln:,la!Lt1icH1 
Lisccwcd in H't'J/ \lirginh1 Fin,rndng r\v,1ilabk 

Free estimates 011 new i11stal/11tiom. 
1\vo locations lo best serve you 

St. Clairsville 7,J0.695-2,187 
Barnesville 740-425-313,[ 

800-901-7873 
www.rwncrloudi11.co111 

Football i'> harder tlian it 
ls bad: at !10n1e. 

''My dream since I was 
8 vcars old was come to 
the U.S. and live here. I 
guess I made it happen." 

Gehrer. who totaled 
IO I tacJ..lcs last season, 
said his time at camp has 
hecn special and can't 
wait 10 lake the field one 
last time with his high 
school te:imm:ites. 

"It's great. I get to play 
with Wvall and Jnlcs 
(Giovenio)," Gehrer 
said. "\Vyatt is going to 
Cal. U. wiH1 me. sn I'll 
get to play wilh l1im for 
the nexl four years. /\nd 
Jules is one of my best 
friends here. lt • s n!Ce to 
be with him and it's JUst 
goin~ to be fun." 

W11h both Gcl1rer and 
Hirt going to college to
gether. lhe journey for 
them is far from ov·cr. 

"It's nice. Me and Bas
tian arc going to Cnl. LI. 
(Pa.) together next year," 
Hirt said. 

"We've been training 
a lot and been training 
all summer up at Cal and 
it's pretty sweet. We'll 
µel to dorm together next 
vcar and become even 
better Friends." 

Both Hirt and Gehrer 
have been named cap
tains of lhe West Virgin• 
ia team. 
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Kusic honored to represent Bridgeport 
By SETH $TASKEY Kusic was the unquestioned two-way coach Andrew Connor is the fourth foot-

Times Leader Sports Editor Jcader for the Bulldogs during the 2018 ball coach he's played under. At Bridge-

BETHANY - Sometimes rejuvenating 
a program or a sport can happen when you 
least expect it. 

That's how Tino Kusic feels about the 
Bridgeport Bulldogs football program, 
which has had its struggles in recent years. 

Kusic - an all-Ohioan - believes that 
maybe· - just maybe - his appearance in 
this weekend's 74th annual OVAC Rudy 
Mum!ey All-Star Football Game can begin 
to fuel the bounceback. 

"It means a lot to me to be able to-rep
resent my school," Kusic said. "We've not 
been known for football of late, but I think 
being here is going to get other kids moti
vated and make them wunt to be here." 

season. He will be playing on port, he played for Zach Melton, 
the defensive side of the ball Gary Krol and current head 
when the Buckeyes take on coach Fred Ray. 
West Virginia Saturday evening Kusic has only had to grasp 
at 7: 15 at Wheeling Island Sta- one aspect of Connor's system 
dium. as he prepares to play free safety 

"I am around a great group this weekend. 
of guys and the goal is to win "It's nice not having to run 
the game," Kusic said. "When around all over the field," Kusic 
you're doing things right, the said. "I know my one role and 
fun comes along with it and one duty, and I'll take care of it. 
that's the way it's been so far in I also know my teammates will 
camp. Everyone is here to play take care of their duties, too." 
football and do anything they Unlike many of the players, 
can to help this season." Kusic wasn't born in the Ohio Valley. He 

Learning a new system wasn't too cha!- and his family moved to Belmont County 
lenging for Kusic. After all, Ohio head See, KUSIC, Page B2 

• Kusic----------
canunued from Page B1 

when .he was in ,.,ixlh gr.1dc from J1L';1r ncfi:mc._• in Nor!h
wcst Oh10. 

Kusic recalls the fir~t time he a111:11<lcd tliL' ( )\' ,\C ."\11-
Star_ G:1.mc ~md he dit1n·1 need many llJl)f\-' opporllmilic.-. to 
realize JUSt how badly he wanh:d to rl:1\' 111 Ilic ~r,1111c. 

''I went to the all-star game th:11 ',u11111-1cr will'!; we moved 
here and It was just <1wcsomc," K11:-.ic l"L"L':illed. 'The envi

ronment, the crowd, how p:L'>:,..iona1c l'\ L'r\"011e \\ ,1-.. ahout It 
Jllst made it a goal or minl'.'' • 

Kusk wore a lot or hah for the Bnllduc?,-.. !he [;1:--! cou
ple of years. In n pass-hap11y olTcnsl' e1nplil\'Ctl h\' Krol in 
:2017. Kusic shined hriglltly. ral.'.~illl.! up 2_iJ28 \·<inf.-.. and 
30 touchdowns. • • 

Under Ra{s lutclcgc last fall. Kusic tl11c11· 1i1r,iust J ,002 
~ards, but his rushtng yan!::tµe (8.'11J) n1orc than doubled 
irom the previous season. 

During both sctL'ions, Kusic was a ·,1;1iH1011l 1111 tile Lh:fcn

sivc side of the ball, A .-..urc l.ic.:l{lcr in !lie Lk'k'n-.i\'C' h;ick
l1cld, K~_1sic logged ~5 tackle,.., <-llHI ,m i111c-rc.::pt1011. I k ;1J.., 0 
posted five tackles for loss la,..,, \L'tl_..,rnL 

Still. however. there were -.1lfllt: mTniuc. 11H11ncn1-.. un 

whether or nut Kusic ,vould he \clcck'tl l()r till.- !!;1 1m:. In 
the social mc~ia age. Kusic \\·;1.c. :-.1.-cin:-: olhl'r pl:i):L'L" from 

~ro~n~ the Ohio Valley :111nou111.:c 11!:1I Ilic> "d received 1'1cir 

m~_itat!on,to tl~c gmnc. hut hi.-. !11ailhox \\·,1s '>1ill empty, 
I d1dn t tl11nk I lrnd been pichcd at l'ir-,t," Kt1.-.1c admit-

ted. • 

After three or fom days or t:l1cd,i111! the nrni!. tile c1we

Iopc he had been w:titinµ on h:1d nrrivZ.d . 
. ··1t came and I w;i.-. just excited," Ku-.ic said. ··1 kncw 

nght '!way that I W~L'> going lo p!.1y, Thl.'rc \•;~1" JH) douht 111 
my 1_nmd about acccptmg or corn in.!! 10 !Iii-. ... 

Like many of the other Ohio pl:1\"L'f\, lhi\ \\'1!1 be Ku-.il'\ 

fi_nal tjmc. to stap up the p:1d,. HC\ pl:11111i11.!.! 10 continue 
!us wrest I mg career at \Vest Libert, Uni\'cr\il,, I le ,v:1c. ;1 
multjp!c-timc a/I-Ohioan 011 !he 111alc. rm !lie nlilkloo.., 

"It's billcrswcct knowing tl1i\ 11, !he );1,,1 !!:1111~· i-·J1 ·l'.Ycr 

pad up for. but it's a nmmcnt I'll rL'lliC!Hhn Im lhl' re..,, 11r 

my life,'' Kusic s:1icl. 
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Versatility a Key Component for Paden City's Cross 
Wildcats standout 
enjoying all-star week 

By KYLE LUTZ 
Staff Writer 

BETHANY - When playing for a 
smaller Class A school in West Virginia, in 
some cases, a player's talent can get over
looked when an all-star game roster is be
ing decided. 

However, when it comes to Paden City's 
Ryan Cross, his athletic ability was defi
nitely known as he was chosen to play in 
the 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All
Star same. 

"It s an honor because not many peo-

pie get picked from schools like 
around Paden City really often," 
Cross said. "When I got told that 
I got picked to play in the game, 
I felt privileged and I was excit-
ed for it." . 

seem like a culture shock, Cross 
has enjoyed the experience. 

"It's definitely different com
peting for a spot instead ofknow
m~ that I could have one," Cross 
srud. "At Paden City, it's not so 
much the talent, we lacked the 
experience. It's nice to change it 
up and get to play with more ex-
perienced players. . 

"It's definitely different. I en
joy the change of pace." 

Cross, a four-year starter for 
the Wildcats, knows the feeling 
all too well of what it's like to be 
on a small team. In 20 I 8, Paden 
City sported a roster of about 18. 
Now, Cross will share the spot
light with almost two times that 
many players as the West Vir
ginia roster has 30 athletes. 

CROSS While at Paden City, Cross 
saw the field the moment he 
walked on as a freshman. Not 

only that, he showed what a true leader 
should be. 

With more players to fill a spot on the 
field, it will make Cross work even harder 
to see more playing time. Although it may His athletic ability also showed as he ~----------------------------------------

CROSS 
(Continued from Page 13) 

"All throughout his career he kept 
telling me he. could play quarterback," 
Croasn:iun smd. "I thought, 'Nab, I'm 
not gorng to do that.' But after about 
the third or fourth game last year, we 
were strugglmg at the quarterback posi
t10n and I noticed him throwing the ball 
pretty well. So I decided to give him 
a chance and he ended up playing the 
quarlerb~ck position pretty well. It was 
mce h.avmg a guy dom~ a lot of differ
ent thmgs and was w1Ihng to do differ
ent things. 

"It was kind of a strange development 
going from a lineman to a quarterback. 
In a small school, sometimes you got 
to do things you don't do in a larger 
school, but he had a good attitude when 
he was playing and he did a lot of differ
ent things for us. We were glad to have 
him on the team." . 

His development showed as on the 
roster, Cross is listed as a defensive end 
and guarterback. 
. With his versatility at playing posi-

1 hons, he was also selected to play in the 

annual Battle Against Cystic Fibrosis 
All-Star Football Classic in Parkersburg 
in June where he played on the defen
sive line. 

"We're extremely happy lo have a 
representative in the all-star game," 
Croasmun said. "With the addition of 
the bigger schools now, it's hard to get 
a small school. He played in the BACF 
they played him at defensive tackle and 
he did a real nice job. 

"So wherever they put him, he's going 
to give them! 00 percent. I know that." 

Berng able to represent your school is 
always an honor and Cross has been en
joying the experience of camp and now 
being teammates with players he used to 
play agamst. 

"lt.'s been &reat," Cross said. "Just 
hangmg out with everybody, staying in 
the dorms for a week. But some of the 
practices are tough. 

''It's weird being teammates with kids 
that I've been playing against my en
tire life. But I know what they got and I 
know what they can do ... 

virtually played any position that he was 
asked to. 

"Ryan was a four-year starter and he 
played any position I asked him to piny," 
former Paden City coach Brent Croasmun, 
who coached Cross· throughout his high 
school career, said. "He started out as a 
linemen when he was a freshman and con
tinued that into his sophomore year. 

"His junior year he kept telling me he 
wanted lo piny fullback about lhe middle of 
the year. He did a real good job of running 
the football." 

However, there was one position Cross 
kept asking Croasmun that he wanted to 
play. 

Please see CROSS, Page 14 
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UL's Kildow, 
all-star games 
are synonomous 
By SETH $TASKEY 
nmes Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - Most high school football players in 
the Ohio Valley grow up with·the goal of being part of the 
OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Stnr Football Grune. 

Few, if any, have ever gotten to experience the grune 
twice. 

The list is certain to grow by one Saturday evening when 
Ohio and West Virginia meet in the 74th version of the 
summer classic that pits Ohio against West Virginia. 

For the second straight summer, Cal Kildow will run out 
of the tunnel with the Terun Ohio delegation. This time, 

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY however, the Union Local graduate will be wearing pads PICTURED ARE the Ohio defensive backs for Saturday's 74th annual OVAC Rudy Murnley All-Star Football and a uniform and lining up in the defensive backfield for Game. From left are Cal KIidow (Union Local), Tino Kuslc (Bridgeport), Cade Hannahs (Barnesville) and the Buckeyes. Bryce McAfoose (Edison). 
See, KILDOW, Page B2 

• Kildow-------------
continued from Page B1 

"Playing in this grune bas 
always been the goal," Kil
dow admitted. 

Kildow was invited to 
OV AC camp, which is held 
at Bethany College, last 
summer by then UL head 
coach Bruce Stiles, who 
coached Ohio to a victory 
before riding off into retire
ment, to serve as a manager. 

"It was a fun time and 
it was good to kind of get 
to experience and see how 
everything went," Kildow 
said. 

Though Kildow was 
spending extra time on his 
own working on his own 
craft, in preparation for the 
season that lied ahead, be 
was an actual manager and 
did things that managers do 
like help at practice, deal 
with water for the players, 
etc. 

"It was pretty fun last 
year and I was up here with 
my cousin, Kane," Kildow 
said. ''I had (being selected 
to play in the game) in the 
back of my mind the entire 
time Inst year. It was some
thing that I bad hoped for." 

Under the guidnce of 
first-year Bernie Thomp-

• 

son, Kildow put forth no 
impressive season in which 
be wore a lot of hats. He 
was the team's quarterback 
and played in the defensive 
backfield. 

Kildow threw for 1,250 
yards and 8 touchdowns, 
while rushing for 430 and 5 
more scores. 

It actually took Kildow a 
few practices to grow accus
tomed to not having quite as 
much to do for the Buckeye 
squad. 

"It way different because 
I'm not doing nearly as much 
as I did in high school," Kil
dow offered_ "It reminds of 
my sophomore year when I 
strictly played defense since 
I'm just working at comer." 

Kildow has actually be
come a mainstay in all-star 
games in general. He was 
chosen for the OVAC Samu
el A. Mumley All-Stnr Bas
ketball Game in April and 
then in late May be played 
in the East Ohio Baseball 
League All-Star Game. 

"It's pretty cool having 
been in now three all-star 
games.". Kildow said. "It's 
everything I've worked to
ward. I've always tried to be -

a versatile athlete nod play 
every sport I can." 

Without even· thinking 
about it, Kildow admitted 
that the OV AC football all
star game "is the biggest" 
honor of the three. 

"This is something I've 
been working toward since 
I was a kid and went to the 
game," Kildow admitted. " 

In hoops, which is the 
sport Kildow plans to pursue 
at Waynesburg, the talented 
guard scored 20.3 points per 
game and collected 6.1 re
bounds. He finished his prep 
career with 1,254 points. 

On the baseball field, Kil
dow was an every day out
fielder and a solid bat in the 
bottom of the lineup. 

Though Kildow has been 
working dilligcntly this 
summer on his basketball 
game to prepare for what 
lies ahead at Waynesburg, 
he's honored to strap up the 
pads for another week. 

"It's great to have one 
more game, especially since 
we lost our last one (in the 
regular sea.son) to Barnes
ville because that hurt," Kil
dow admitted. "Hopefully, 
we'll win this game." 



KiLoow ---------------------
<conunued from Page 11) 

Though Kildow \Vas spending extra 
time on his own working on his own 
craft. in pr~paration for the season that 
lied ahead, he was an actu:il manager 
and did things that man:igers do like h'elp 
at practice, deal with water for the play
ers. etc. 

··1t was pretty fun last year and I was 
up here with my cousin, Kane," Kildow 
said. "I had (being selected to play in the 
game) in the back of my mind the entire 
time last year. It was something that 1 
had hoped for." 

Under the guidacc of first-year coach 
Bernie Thompson, Kildow put forth an 
imprcs,ive scar.,on in which he wore a lot 
or hat .... He was the team's quarterback 
and played in the defensive backfield. 

Kildow threw for l,~50 yards and S 
touchdowns, while rushing for 430 and 
five more scores, 

It actually took Kildow a few prac
tices to grmv accustomed to not having 
quite as much to do for the Buckeye 
squad. 

"It"~ wav different because I'm not 
doing ncar1; as much as I did in high 
school,'" Kildow said. "It reminds me 
or my sophomore year when I strictly 
played defense since rm just working 
at corner.·· 

Kildov.: has actually become a main
stay in all-star games in general. He 
wa-. cho-;t!n for the OV r\C Samuel 1\. 

CENTRAL 
(Continued from Puge 11) 

pate. 

Mumles All-Star Ba-:f.etball Game in 
April ai1ct then in late ~fay he played in 
the East Ohio Ba,eoall Le,i,,ue .\II-Star 
Game. ~ 

··1t·, pretty cool harin~ been in OO\\ 
three all-star games:· Kildow ,aid. --1,·s 
C\'ervthinL': r"Ve \\od.;cJ l(rnard. rvc al
Wa\S tried to be a \Cr"-1;1tile athlek and 
pla·y c\·cry sporl I can.·• 

\\'ithout even th"inkin!! :1hout i~. Kil
dow admitted tlrnt th,. ()\' ,\C Jootoall 
all-,.;tar game ··1-.. the hi!--'-~e-.1" honor or 
the three. 

"This is somcthinL': J'vl.' been workinL': 
toward since I wa•-, ;l kid Jnd \\ en! to th'e 
f!Jmc." Kildc,w s~ud. •• 
~ In hoop..,. which i1., tllL' .spClrt Kildo\'.
plan-; to pursue at \\-ayne-..hurg. the tal
ented guard scored 20.3 pClints per game 
:rnd collected 6. I reliound-.;. He finished 
hi'> prep career with 1.25--t point.... 

On the baseball fii..~\,L KilJow \Va.., an 
erery day outfielder and a -.,olid bat in 
the bottom of the lineup. 

Though Kildm\' ha'-. bei:n \\orking dil
ligentl\' thi.., summer on hi.., ba...,kt:tball 
g<.lmc io prepare for what lie.., ahead at 
\V:.i.ynesburg. hc·s honored to strap up 
the pad.., for anotht.:r \\ 1..·ek. 

"'It's r:rcat to ha\'C" one mon: '..!ame. es
pel.'."iall;~ since \\L' ln ... t (1ur bst oOc (ln the 
fC!..!Ular se:1,.;on) to Barrn.'svl\lL' hccau,.;e 
that hurt:• Kildow ad111i1ted ... Hopel"ully. 
we'll win thh gaml.' •• 

For Duplaga, he knew 
growing up bow big of a 
deal the O\' AC All-Star 
game wa-.;. After all. ev
er) body in his family who 
plajed before him rccei\ed 
the phone call to partici-

·'All of 111\ brother. ... 
pla:ed in ii so 1t wai., nitl'. 

It's nice becau'->e I'm the lil-..t 
one going through." Dupb
ga '->aitl. ··J(.-., a tradition in 
my family aml the school. 

.. Th('<..(.' k\~ \C;1r ... or root
bull h:t\c proL<1hly been the 
llt';>,l ft:\\' \C..l['- or lootbc11l 
bi.:cau,c \':c IJ,l\ c had a kit 
l"I\° ·-srn~ ~1ml not too man\· 
]l1..,,i.,e-.,. I LOl!!lt thi..,, ;to.., ct \\ ifl 
he-in~ m tllt' garne:· 
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;,I OVAC RUDY Mum
))! lay All-Star Football 
·.l Gama Assistant . 
• 1 Director Dirk Fitch 

(canter) posed with 
the heed coaches 
for this Saturday's 
74th annual game 
during media day 
at Bethany Collage. 
With Fitch are Ohio 
head coach An
drew Connor (left) 
and Wast Virginia 
head coach Mike 
Eddy. Connor Is 
the head coach at 
Indian Creek and 
Eddy Is formerly 
the head coach at 
Parkersburg South .. 

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 

74th OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game 

Coaches trying to maximize prep time 
By SETH STASKEY 

. Times Leeder Sports Editor 

BETHANY - As it pertains to game 
preparations, football coaches are 
regimented to mnximizing every 
second of the seven-day work week. 

The challenge that Ohio's An
drew Connor and West Virginia's 
Mike Eddy face in the days leading 
up to Saturday evening's 74th an
nual OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game runs deeper than just 
the number of days. 

The camp opened Sunday eve-
ning, each team is down two players and 
making sure the preparation gets in while not 

overdoing it so the players are fresh for the 
weekend are things that both staffs are deal
ing with. 

"We .wanted to start off strong and obvi
ously ease off, but a lot of all-star 
games are won and lost on physi
cality," Connor said. "Some kids 
show up (just to be there) and some 
show up to win a football game. I 
told our kids In the first meeting we 
want West Virginia to wake up on 
Sunday morning and say, 'man, I 
don't want to see those (Ohio) guys 
again for 10 years at the reunion."' 

Ohio hit the practice field Sun
day afternoon despite a heat index approach
ing triple digits and went right to work. 

"We have to be conditioned and we can't 
waste one minute of preparation," Connor 
said. "You can't be walking around, taking 
15-minute water breaks or anything. Time 
is important Conditioning is important and 
physicality." 

West Virginia's opening-night workout 
was cut short because of lightning and stonns 
in the area. So, the Mountaineers made up for 
that difference with a longer session on Mon
day morning. 

"It's all about understanding what the pur
pose (of camp) is because we're not going to 
come in here in the next five days and trans
form a skillset," Eddy said. "We have to uti
lize the skillsets we have and make sure we 

See, COACHES, Page 82 

Park players look forward to final 'home' game 
By KYLE LUTZ 
For~ Times Leader 

BETHANY - When one gets selected 
for an all-star game, it's always a magical 
moment. That player gets to strap on the 
pads and represent his school one final time 
before heading off to college. Just about ev
ery year, though, it becomes extra special for 
a group of atheltes to compete in the annual 
OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star Game. With 
tl1e game being played on Wheeling Island, 
four Patriots wilI not only represent Wheel
ing Park one last time, they'll get to do it on 
their home field. 

De'Vaughn McWhorter, Jermain Sno
dgrass, Jack Stakem and Ryan McCave will 

have that honor. 
During 20 I 8, the Patriots had no trouble 

producing points as they put up at least 30 
in nine games. McWhorter and Stakem were 
both part of that success at wide receiver. 

McWhorter hauled in 3 7 passes for 608 
yards and found the end zone nine times. He 
was also a threat on special teams as he took 
three kickoffs to the house. 

It's a special feeling." 
On defense, McWhorter tallied 37 tackles 

including four for a loss, two sucks and 12 
passes defended. 

Stakem put together a nice stint at wide re
ceiver as be received Second Team all-slllte 
honors. 

He finished his career with over 100 
catches (104) going for just under 1,500 
receiving yards (1,496) and 18 touchdowns. 

With so many catches under the receivers' 
belts, they are looking forward to hauling in 
some passes on the-island, like they've done 
so many times before. • 

"It's super exciting. I get to go out there 
and olav in front of my_familv one more time 

• See, PARK, Page 82 

"It means a lot because I get to show my 
ex-teammates that there's more to football 
after high school," McWhorter said. "You 
can go to the next level and you can excel 
at the next level. You can do whatever you 
need to do. Go to college, get an education 
and it's real nice to show them I was one of 
the lenders and they can be up next to do that. 

---------------------~ --------------------~ 
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Continued from Page B1 

we have them in the right positions. '.->O they·re in tile best 
posilion to be successful come Sntunla~ ." 

Both coaches put their teams through their first rnll day 
of camp Monday, which was sandwiched mound media 
day inside the Nutting Gymnasium on the Bethany College 
campus. It was moved inside due lo heavy rains. 

Ohio and \Vest Virginln returned to the prm:ticc fidd in 
the evening for a longer work session. tr" ac111a1ly the last 
time the teams will he able to prnc!icc deep inlo the day 
because of the activities that surround the p.11111c begin this 
evening with lhc anmrnl Gcor_l.!.C Stnq!cr Evening with tllc 
Stars Banquet at the White Palace al Wheeling Par!;. 

Even when they're not on the practice ricld, Connor has 
had his players in position meeting.., \Vilh ... 111dy packets 
available. 

"The kids have done prclty \Vl'li picking up thing..,, but 
we've had some team meeting.s sc-hcduled in (lo tile day) 
because anytime we have down time. we want lo use it," 
Connor said. "Jn and out of the dorms;. the kids ;ire !.!O
ing over their handouts. Part of it is hmv serious arc )·ou 
while you're here and to this point. thc,c kids have proven 
they're pretty serious about it." 

\Vest Virginia is also spending :1l1Jitional time in po~ 
sition meetings and workinp. more 011 simplifying the 
schemes and playbooks to make _c,urc nll or tilt.' pl:,ycrs nrc 
on the same page. 

"I was running our scout team (ivlomby) and tho.;e guys 
arc even asking some tremendous questions." Eddy said. 
"Five reps later, I've got guys clrnngin~ coverage'> and 
making signals lo one another. Thb is an all-:-,tar game with 
great players and athletes. whn'vt.! hccn well coached.'' 

Connor has been imprl!sscd in the short time he's had 
his Ohio guys together with their chemistry. nttitudcs nnd 
abilities. 

"You either start off well or you clnn'L and I think we 
hnd a great start (Sunday even-mg)." Connor cxplailwd. 
"Our kids have been grcnL They've been on time for ev
erything, asked a lot or questions and really seem happy to 
be here. which is part or !he battle." 

The Ohio squad was originally down one player when 
Wellsville's Derrick Suggs didn't report to camp. The 
Buckeye roster shrunk Monday_ morning wlicn St. Clairs
villc's Justin Heatherington left ·111c -;quad. 

"A lot of kids are going to have to play on both sides of 
the bal1," Connor said. "You go inlo it thinklnµ everyone 
playing on one side. hut that dOC''-ll 't look like it\ going 10 
be the case." 

West Virginia's roster \Vas short two after check-in 
day. John Marshall's Chas McCool didn't report. opting 
to remain with his J\mcricnn L,t.::!ion lrnscbal! tem11. while 
Hundred's Andrew Zedcll didn°t play because or a work 
commitment. 

""We put our depth chart logctl1cL" l'.ddy suid. "'\Ve feel 
like we have two or tlJJ"cc guys at e\'cry position. so wc·rc 
cross training guys al positions to l!ave -;ome depth. Pla
tooning will be difficult and our depth i-; questionable to 
begin with. \Ve only have six (offensive) linemen here with 
us. That's where you have to he creative ns a coach and 
might have to ask a kid lo do so11H:thi11g !Jc's not been used 
to doing." 

• Park---------
conunued from Page B 1 

on the island." Stakem, who 1s going to the UJJivcrsity of 
Charleston, said. "I'm ready to µo,'" 

On the defensive side, Snml!!..rass !Jw, been a force ror the 
Patriots. Compiling over 220 tackles. Ile is ready 10 go one 
final time in a Park uniform. 

"I love it," Snodgrass said, ''The energy tllerc i.-. amaz
ing. I know everybody is going 10 come out for one filwl 
round. It's amazing, 1 can't wait.'' 

For Snodgrass and Mc\\ horter, camp ,llrnos\ ft.:lt like 
home to them as they will hot\J ath:nd lktlwny College to 
play football for the Bison. 

"I'm having a blnst Dc'Vauglrn. we're goill!c! to Bethw 
any up here," Snodgrass -;aid. "'And we know mnn: about 
the place than most people. \Ve know around campus and 
we're going to show how it is." 

And sc:oring at case lasl year ror the Patriot-; wouldn't 
be possible without their offcHsivc line. Tlrnt ·s where Mc~ 
Cave succeeded. With the help of McCavc and llw offen
sive line, \\'heeling Park was able to compile 2.(,5~ yards 
on the ground. 

While McCavc won't be too l':1r awav \v·hen he heads off 
to play for West Liberty. McCavc b ready to play coming 
out of the locker room one final lime. like he did every 
Friday for the past couple of years. 

"It's a great relief to say the least. It's hrnnc turL home 
field, home town and it's quite :1wc-;urnc to play." ivlcCavc 
said. 'Tm kind of glad t!wt I can rcpn:,ent myself one last 
time for my community." 
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OVAC All 
Stars set 
to shine 
• Ohio, West Virginia 
to meet tor the 7 4th 
time this evening 
By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Editor 

WHEELING - The time has ar
rived. 

King Football makes its triumphant 
return to the Ohio Valley this evening. 

For the 74th time, Ohio and West 
Virginia arc set to meet for state brag
ging rights in the annual OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game, cap
ping a week's worth of activities and 
buildup. 

Kickoff is slated for 7: 1 5 p.m. at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

I itl I I Oto GtrBJ 
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"I think I can speak for everyone in H Photo/SETH STASKEY 
Ohio - coaches and players - that PICTURED IS Team Ohio for Saturday's 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left, are 
we're all excited and ready to go play Evan Schob (Fort Frye), Davis Black (Mel'idowbrook), Cal KIidow (Union Local), Logan Wilson \Indian Creek), Kwadre Williams 
this game," Ohio coach Andrew Connor (Steubenville), Matt Mamula (Indian Creek) and Crafg Bober (St. Clairsville). Second row, from aft, are Tino Kuslc (Bridgeport), 
of Indian Creek said. "The kids have trent Valentine (Cambridge), Cole LaRoche (Bellaire), Erik Lulla (Steubenville):lan Phlllips (Steubenville), Brennon Norris (In
been great all week and now it's time dian Creek), Cade Hannahs (Barnesville) and Tyler West (Harrison Central). Third row, from left, are Bryce McAfoose (Edison), 
for them to go out and show why they're Chase Chicwak (Shenandoah), Jalen Moman (Steubenville), Brady Kolb (St. Clairsville), Hunter Dennis (River), Connor Banco 
here." ~----~ (Shadyside) and Drake Dobson (Martins Ferry). Fourth row, from left, are Andrew Jobe (Shadyside), Joe HoepfnE)r (Bellaire/, 

West Virginia trent Bolek (Indian Creek), Keonte Holmes (Steubenville), Trent Wright (Toronto), Cody Gamble (Harrison Central) and Da -
coach Mike Eddy, ton Rice (Shenandoah). Fifth row, from left, are Owen Hartshorn (Monroe Central) and DeAndre Pugh (Martins Ferry). Top 
who earned the row, from left, are coaches David Kemp, Robb Lucas, Mike WIison Jr., Joe Hammack, head coach Andrew Connor, coaches 
invitation after a Matt Shreve, Mike Voltz, Zach Connor and Joe Strohmeyer. • 
strong season at 
Parkersburg South, 
compared the last 
few days of prac
tice to the regu
lar-season opener. L---===--

"The kids are 
kind of chomping at the bit to go play," 
Eddy said. "It's kind of like those weeks 
in August when you're in camp and they , 
simply get tired of running into each 
other and they're ready to go hit some- , 
one else." 

The Ohio squad will be seeking its 
second straight victory in the series and 
overall the Buckeyes own a 43-29-1 up
perhand. Prior to lust season, however, 
West Virginia had won the three previ
ous games. 

"Obviously, this is an all-star game, 
but at the same time, I told the kids 
we're going out to win a football game," 
Connor said. ''The OV AC calls this an 
exhibition and I told the kids there's no 
such thing in my mind, If they're keep
ing score, we want to win." 

Eddy echoed those statements. 
''There are many reasons we do what 

we do - both as players and coaches 
- but all of us want to win and be suc

cessful," Eddy said. "It's not any differ
ent when you're in this (all-star game) 
setting. When we get out on that field . . . , , . 
(tonight), we want to win the game and •• • •• •• 
I know our kids will give the best effort H Photo/SETH STASKEY 
they can,, • PICTURED IS Team West Virginia for Saturda~•s 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from 

Both ~ouches are rookies to the head le~, are De Vaughn McWhorter (Wheeling Park., Aaron Alvarez (Morgantown), Jules Glovengo (Llnsly), Jake McCoy (Weir), 
coaching role in the game and both raved Nick Yoho (South) and Patrick Mtrandy (Magno ta). Second row, /ram left, are Reect Reitter (Weir), Brayden Mooney (South), 
about the entire week with the players Jackson Chaney (Oak Glen), Wyatt Hirt (Linsly), Nick DeFellce (Morgantown), Sebastian Stickler (Magnolia) and Jermain 

"We talked, as a staff about whai' a Snodgrass (Wheeling Park), Third row, from left, are Andrew Ritchea (Cameron), Jack Stakem (Wheeling Park), Gage Adams 
great experience' thi; h,,; been," Eddy (Magnolia), Vinny Mangino (Wheeling Central), Anthony Robbins (Wheeling·central), Bastian Gehrer (Linsly) and Ryan Cross 
said. "Sure, it takes some time away (Paden City). Fourth _row, from left, are Gavin Lockhart (John M.arshall), Brady Williams (John Marshall), George Brown (Val
from your daily life your families your ley), Rob Valenti (Weir) and Luke Duplaga (Wheeling Central). Ftfth row, from left, are Hayden Hoge (Cameron), Ryan McCave 

' • • (Wheeling Park), Shane Hercules (John Marshall), Derek Richardson (University) and Jonah Phares (University). Top row, 
see, OVAC, Page B2 lrom left, are coaches Matt Kimes, Joey Lindamood, head coach Mike Eddy, Cody Nutter and Bryan Youngblood. . 

Captains named for 74th annual OVAC All-Star ~ame 
By SETH STASKEY Set to lead the Ohio side are Shadyside's 
Times Leader Sports Editor Connor Banco, Meadowbrook's Davis 
----~--------- Black, St. Clairsville's Brady Kolb, Steu-

WHEELING - When Ohio and West benville's Erik Lulla and Indian Creek's 
Virginia take the field this evening for the Brennon Norris. 
7 4th annual OV AC Rudy Mumlcy All-Star ''Those guys have done a great job of 
Football Game, nine players will be leading leading by· example at practice and have 
the way. the intangibles in leadership," Connor, the 

Five Ohioans and four from West Vir- Ohio head coach from Indian Creek, said. 
ginia were voted as captains for their re- "They're vocal at practive and they've 
soective tealll5 this week bv their oeers. n11,herl their leommote, tn ITPI hetter " 

Nick Yoho and John Marshall's Brady Wil
liams. 

"We allowed the kids to vote and those 
four were nearly unanimous," Eddy, the 
West Virginia head coach from South, said. 
"These guys all treat everyone around them 
with resepct and are always vocal and di
rect in the huddle." 

Kolb, who was a captain for his high 
school team at St. C., is expected to see ac
tion thic PVPninn ,;it ninninn lv1r>l.-

honored to be playing in this game, There 
are so many leaders on this Ohio team and 
I will do my very best to lead them to a win 
(tonight)." 

Banco, meanwhile, also was one of the 
unquestioned leaders for his prep program 
at Shadyside a~ well. He'll see the bulk of 
his action at linebacker. ' • 

"It's an absolute honor that I get tq repre: 
sent (Shadyside) as a captain," Banqo said. 
11T hnlrl tho titla nr;tl, n..;A,. "",l T1,.... h/,nnu tn 
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return to the Ohio Valley this evenlng. • 
For the 74th time, Ohio and West 

Virginia are set to meet for state brag
ging rights in the annual OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game, cap
ping a week's worth of activities und 
buildup. 

Kickoff is slated for 7: I 5 p.m. at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

"I think I can speak for everyone in T-L Pholo/SETH STASKEY 
Ohio - coaches and players - that PICTURED IS Team Ohio for Saturday's 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left, are 
we're all excited and ready to go play Evan Schab (Fort Frye), Davis Black (Meadowbrook), Cal Kildow (Union Local), Logan Wilson \Indian Creek), Kwadre Williams 
this game," Ohio coach Andrew Connor (Steubenville), Matt Mamula (Indian Creek) and Craig Bober (St. Clairsville). Seconcj row, from eft, are Tino Kusic (Bridgeport), 
of Indian Creek said. "The kicis have trent Valentine (Cambridge), Cole LaRoche (Bellaire), Erik Lulla (Steubenville).-lan Phillips \Steubenville), Brennon Norris (ln
been great all week and now it's time dian Creek), Cade Hannahs (Barnesville) and Tyler West (Harrison Central). Third row, from eft, are Bryce McAfoose (Edison), 
for them to go out and show why they're Chase Chicwak (Shenandoah), Jalen Moman (Steubenville), Brady Kolb (St. Cla<rsvllle), Hunter Dennis (River), Connor Banco 
here." -----~ (Shadyside) and Drake Dobson (Martins Ferry). Fourth row, from left, are Andrew Jobe (Shadyside), Joe Hoepfner (Bellaire), 

West Virginrn ,c- Trent Bolek (Indian Creek), Keonte Holmes (Steubenville), Trent Wright (Toronto), Cody Gamble (Harrison Central) and Dal-
coach Mike Eddy, ;§! ton Rice (Shenandoah). Fifth row, from left, are Owen Hartshorn (Monroe Central) and DeAndre Pugh (Martins Ferry). Top 
who earned the row, from left, are coaches David Kemp, Robb Lucas, Mike Wilson Jr., Joe Hammack, head coach Andrew Connor, coaches 
invitation after a Matt Shreve, Mike Voltz, Zach Connor and Joe Strohmeyer. 
strong season at 
Parkersburg South, 
compared the last 
few days of prac
tice to the regu
lar-season opener. 

"The kids are 
kind of chomping at the bit to go play," 
Eddy said. "It's kind of like those weeks 
in August when you're in camp and they 
simply get tired of running into each 
other and they're ready to go hit some
one else." 

The Ohio squad will be seeking its 
second straight victory in the series and 
overall the Buckeyes own a 43-29-1 up
perhand. Prior to last season, however, 
West Virginia had won the three previ
ous games. 

"Obviously, this is an all-star game, 
but at the same time, I told the kids 
we're going out to win a football game," 
Connor said. "The OV AC calls this an 
exhibition and I told the kids there's no 
such thing in my mind. If they're keep
ing score, we want to wjn. '' 

Eddy echoed those statements. 
"There are many reasons we do what 

we do - both as players and coaches 
- but all of us want to win and be suc

cessful," Eddy said. "It's not any differ
ent when you're in this (all-star game) 
setting. When we get out on that field 
(tonight), we want to win the game and 
I know our kids will give the best effort T-L Pholo/SETH STASKEY 
they can." • PICTURED IS Team West Virginia for _Saturdafs 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All:Star Football Game. Front row, from 

Both coaches are rookies to the head left, are De Vaughn McWho_rter (Wheeling Park_. Aaron Alvarez (Morgantown), Jules G1ovengo (Llnsly), Jake McCoy (Weir), 
coaching role in the game and both raved Nick Yoho (South) and Patrick M1randy_ (Ma~no 1a). Second row, from left, are Reed Reitter (Weir), Brayden Mooney (South), 
about the entire week with the players Jackson Chaney (Oak Glen), Wyatt Hirt (Linsly), Nick DeFellce (Morgantownl, Sebastian Stickler (Magnolia) and Jermain 

"We talked as a staff about wh·;i" a Snodgrass (Wheeling Park). Third row, from left, are Andrew Ritchea (Cameron , Jack Stakem (Wheeling Park), Gage Adams 
great experie~ce this hn.; been," Eddy (Magnolia), Vinny Mangino (Wheeling Centr_al), Anthony Robbins (Wheeling Cent(a_l), Bastian Gehrer (Linsly) and Ryan Cross 
said. "Sure, it takes some time away (Paden City). F(!urth _row, from left, are Gavin Loc_khart (John M_arshall), Brady Williams (John Marshall), George Brown (Val
from your daily life your families your ley), Rob Valent, (Weir) and Luke Duplaga (Wheeling Central). Fifth row, from left, are Hayden Hoge (Cameron), Ryan McCave 

' ' • (Wheeling Park), Shane Hercules (John Marshall), Derek Richardson (University) and Jonah Phares (University). Top row, 
see, OVAC, Page s 2 from left, are coaches Matt Kimes, Joey Lindamood, head coach Mike Eddy, Cody Nutter and Bryan Youngblood. 

Captains named for 74th annual OVAC All-Star Game 
honored to be playing in this game. There 
arc so many leaders on this Ohio team and 
I will do my very best to leud them to a win 
(tonight)." 

By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

WHEELING - When Ohio and West 
Virginia take the field this evening for the 
7 4th annual OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game, nine players will be leading 
the way. 

Five Ohioans and four from West Vir
ginia were voted as captains for their re
spective teams this week by their peers. 

And head coaches Andrew Connor and 
Mike Eddy were more than pleased with 
the results of the vote. 

Set to lead the Ohio side arc Shadyside· s 
Connor Banco, Meadowbrook·s Davis 
Black, St. Clairsville's Brady Kolb, Steu
bcnvillc's Erik Lulla and Indian Creek's 
Brennon Norris. 

"Those guys have done a great job of 
lending by example at practice and have 
the intangibles in leadership," Connor, the 
Ohio head coach from Indian Creek, said. 
"They're vocal at practive and they've 
pushed their teammates to get better." 

Meanwhile, set to lead West Virginia on 
the lield for the coin toss are Linsly's Bas
tiun Geher, Linsly's Wyatt Hirt, South's 

Nick Yoho and John Marshall's Brady Wil
liams. 

"We allowed the kids to vote and those 
four were nearly unanimous," Eddy, the 
West Virginia head coach from South, said. 
"These guys all treat everyone ,iround them 
with resepct and arc always vocal and di
rect in the huddle." 

Kolb, who was a captain for his high 
school team at St. C., is expected to sec ac
tion this evening at running back. 

"It really means a lot to me that my team
mates picked me to represent them and be 
a leader for Ohio," Kolb said. "I feel very 

Bm1co, meanwhile, also was one of the 
unquestioned leaders for his prep program 
at Shadyside as well. He'll see the bulk of 
his action at linebacker. • 

"It's an absolute honor that I get to repre
sent (Shadyside) as a captain," Banco said. 
"I hold the title with pride and I'm happy to 
be a part of this team with such an outstand
ing group of guys." 

See, CAPTAINS, Page B2 

Donahue grid tradition lives 
once again in OVAC Game 

Photo/KYLE LUTZ 
PICTURED ARE three West Virginia All Stars who previously suited up for Bishop 
Donahue before the school closed. From left are Shane Hercules (John Marshall), 
Vinny Mangino (Wheeling Central) and Anthony Robbins (Wheeling Central). 

By BUBBA KAPRAL closure decree changed that with Mang-
_Ex_ec_u_tiv_e_S-'po_rt_s _E_di_to_r _______ ino and Robbins opting to matriculate to 

Wheeling Central while Hercules chose 
John Marshall. WHEELING - Gone but not forgot

ten. 
Bishop Donahue High School was un

ceremoniously closed by then-Bishop Mi
chael Bransfield more than two years ago. 
While the scars and pain resulting from 
that controversial decision still resonate 
throughout BD Nation, the school's foot
ball legacy will shine brightly in tonight's 
OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star Game. 

Three gridders with Bishop Dona
hue roots will be suiting up for the West 
Virginia squad. Vinny Mangino, Antho
ny Robbins and Shane Hercules all were 
two-year regulars at Bishop Donahue for 
Coach John Durdines. 

They all were expected to be four-year 
stalwarts for the Bishops. Bransficld's 

rn 

While Bishop Donahue football has 
been dormant for two years, Durdines re
calls with much pride his three all-star per
formers as they helped the Bishops realize 
much success on the field. The talented 
trio played key roles as freshmen as Do
nahue went 8-3 while gaining a WVSSAC 
playoff berth. A year later, the Bishops 
went 7-3 

"I am very proud and excited for them. 
I knew they were going to be special play
ers from Day I. I am tickled to death that 
they got to experience success at their 
new schools," Durdincs said. "They also 
showed they were very good players, not 

See, TRADITION, Page B2 
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SPORTS 

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 
PICTURED ARE the defensive line options for tonight's OVAC Rudy Mumley All
Star Football Game. Kneeling, from left, are Owen Hartshorn (Monroe Central) 
and LOf!an Wilson (Indian Creek). Standing, from left, are Kwadr_e Williams (Steu
benville), Cole LaRoche (Bellaire) and Cody Gamble (Harrison_Central). 

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 
PICTURED ARE some of the players who will return to Wheeling Island· Stadium 
tonight for the 50th anniversary of their .appearance lri the OVAC All-Star Game. 
Front row, from left, are Dave Bruney (Martins Ferry), Alfred Bonltl (Madonna), 
Ron Bobek (Shadyside), i;:;ourt Stewart (Shadyside) and Greg Harris (Bellaire). 
Standing, from left, are Lambros Tsuhlares (Wellsburg), Chuck Vavrock (John 
Marshall) and Dave Bruno (Bellaire). 
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T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 

PICTURED ARE the wide receiver options for tonight's OVAC.Rudy Mumley All
Star Football Game. Kneeling, from left, are Trent Valentine (Cambridge) and Ian 
Ph)llijjs (Steubenville). Standing, from left, are Bryce McAfoose (Edison), Craig 
Bober (St. Clairsville) and Matt Mamula (Indian Creek). 

• OVAC-------------
continued from Page B1 

job back home, but I am so glad that I 
accepted this. This has been a great experi
ence. The players have enjoyed it and over
all it's been a positive experience." • 

Connor is no stranger to the game. Since 
he's been the coach at Indian Creek, numer
ous Redskins players have taken P,art, in-

• eluding Connor's son, Zac, who will serve 
on the Ohio squad. But, being .officially 
p'!fl of the game Is something that the head 
coach has soaked up all week. 

"Seeing the week end is bittersweet be
cause of the relationships with the kids 
and just being around them," Connor said. 
"From the time in the dorm, to the meals 
and just hanging out and picking their 
brains. It's been a great week." 

Regardless of tonight's outcome, the re
lationships will last forever, but the players 
and coaches have had upwards of IO prac
tices to prepare, condition and learn an en
tire new scheme and system. Throw in the 
fact that in an all-star game, coaches really 
don't have a "scouting report" from which 
to work for the other opponent, meaning 
Connor and Eddy will be adjusting on the 
fly to a degree. 

"There are no tendencies in this game and 
you're never quite sure what the other coach 
is going to do," Connor said. "It's challeng
ing, but it's the same for them, too. I think 
the camp is a good number of days with 32 
guys." . 

Ohio will employ a two-quarterback sys
tem, rotating every two series, regardless of 
performance. 

Indian Creek's Brennon Norris will start 
the game, while Meadowbrook's Davis 
Black will see plenty of action, too. 

"Both quarterbacks will see a lot of ac
tion," Connor said. "Both have been great 
all week." 

In the backfield, St. Clairsville's Brady 
Kolb and East Liverpool's Jalen Moman 
will begin at running back. Harrison Cen
tral's Tyler West will be the "slot guy" for 
the Buckeyes. 

On the perimeter, St Clairsville's Craig 
Bober, Cambridge's Trent Valentine and 
Indian Creek's Matt Mamula will open at 
wide receiver. 

Fort Frye's Evan Schab will also see 
time in the backfield when Connor opts for 
a wing formation. 

Up front for the Buckeyes, the line will 
be comprised of Martins Ferry's DeAndrc 
Pugh and Steubenville's Keonte Holmes at 
tackle. Bellairc's Joey Hoepfner and Indi
an Creek's Trent Bolek will start at guard, 
while Shadyside's Andrew Jobe is the cen
ter. 

"The kids have really picked up the sys
tem well," Connor said. ''They've really 
gone hard in practice and been focused. I 
really feel good about our offense." 

West Virginia's defense will open with 
Wheeling Central's Vinny Mangino and 
Morgantown's Nick DeFelice at the defen
sive end spot. Valley's George Brown will 
start at nose tackle, while Wheeling Cen
tral's Luke Duplaga is the other defensive 
tackle. 

The linebacker corps includes Linsly's 
Bastian Gehrer, South's Braydcn Mooney 
and Wheeling Park's Jermain Snodgrass. 

In the secondary, South's Nick Yoho and 
Linsly's Jules Giovengo will roam at strong 

and free safety, respectively. Aaron Alvarez 
of Morgantown and Magnolia's Pat Miran
dy are set to start at comer. 

The Mountaineers' offense will be trig
gered by Linsly's Wyatt llirt, who along 
with Gehrer has drawn high praise from his 
head coach this week . 

Cameron's Andrew Ritchca and Paden 
City's Ryan Cross will open at running back 
and fullback, respectively. 

The four-wide receiver package will 
include Wheeling Park's Devaughn 
McWhortcr and Jack Stakem. along with 
Wljeeling Central's Anthony Robbins. The 
other receiver spot will be split between 
Morgantown's Sebastian Stickler and 
Weir's Jake McCoy. 

University's Derek Richardson is listed 
as the tight end. 

Up front, which was an area of concern 
early in the week for Eddy because of depth, 
has come together well, according to the fu
ture head coach at Logan High School in 
Ohio. 

At center will be John Marshall's Brndy 
Williams. He's flanked at guard by Camer
on's Hayden Hoge and Weir's Rob Valenti. 
Wheeling Park's Ryan McCavc and John 
Marshall's Shane Hercules arc the right and 
left tackles, respectively. 

"Our kids really have a good understaml
ing of what we're trying to get done sche
matically," Eddy said. "\Vc'rc going to go 
with whut we have because it's not like we 
can go in at halftime and say. 'OK. guys. 
We're going to go back to something we did 
two weeks ago in a game.' We're just not 
afford that luxury here." 

Ohio's defense will feature Ilcllaire's 
Cole LaRoche and Indian Creek's Logan 
Wilson at ends. Harrison Central's Cody 
Gamble and Steubcnvillc's Kwadre Wil
liams are the defensive tackles. 

Connor is especially high on his line
backer group, which includes Shadysidc's 
Connor Banco, Martins Ferry's Drake Dob
son and Steubenville's Erik Lulla. 

Edison's Bryce McAfoosc and Bridge
port's Tino Kusic arc the starters at strong 
und free safety, while Ilarncsvtlle's Cade 
Hannahs and Union Local's Cal Kildow arc 
the comers. 

Both coaches arc happy with how their 
special teams have come together. Stcuben
ville's Ian Phillips will handle the punting 
and placekicking for Ohio, while Universi
ty's Jonah Phares will do the same for West 
Virginia. 

OVACNOTES 
■ Weir's Recd Reitter is listed as a 

game-time decision bemuse of :.m injury 
this week. Eddy was hopeful that he'd be 
able to give it a go simply to get the ex
perience, but Reitter and the medical staff 
would ultimately make the decision. 
■ The teams will take part in a brunch at 

IO a.m., check out of their rooms at Bethany 
College and have a team meal at 2:30 p.111. 
They'll then board the buses for Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 
■ Ohio will go through a quick 

walthrough this morning between brunch 
and checking out. Connor said his staff"lrnd 
found a place on campus at Bethany" to go 
over their final preparations for all three 
facets of the game. 

• Captains------------
conunued from Page Bl 
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T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 

PICTURED ARE some of the players who will return 19 Wheeling Island Stadium 
tonight for the 50th anniversary of their appearance in the OVAC All-Star Game. 
Front row, from left, are Dave Bruney (Martins Ferry), Alfred Boniti (Madonna), 
Ron Bobek (Shadyside), Court Stewart (Shadyside) and Greg Harris (Bellaire). 
Standing, from left, are Lambros Tsuhlares (Wellsburg), Chuck Vavrock (John 
Marshall) and Dave Bruno (Bellaire). 

Eliminate 
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Gutters for 
Good! 
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.CHOICE 

./ Eliminate clogged and overflowing gutters 
✓ LIFETIME No Clog WARRANTY, transferable 
.' Installed by trained & certified technicians 
✓ Approved by all major roofing manufacturers 

• Gutter 
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job back home, but I am so glad that I 
accepted this. This bas been a great experi
ence. The players have enjoyed it and over
all it's been a positive experience." 

Connor is no stranger to the game. Since 
he's been the coach at Indian Creek, numer
ous Redskins players have taken part, in
cluding Connor's son, Zac, who will serve 
on the Ohio squad. But, being pfficially 
part of the game is something that the head 
coach has soaked up all week. 

"Seeing the week end is bittersweet be
cause of the relationships with the kids 
and just being around them;• Connor said. 
"From the time in the dorm, to the meals 
and just hanging out and picking their 
brains. It's been a great week." 

Regardless of tonight's outcome, the re
lationships will last forever, but the players 
and coaches have had upwards of IO prac
tices to prepare, condition and learn an en
tire new scheme and system. Throw in the 
fact that in an all-star game, coaches really 
don't have a "scouting report" from which 
to work for the other opponent, meaning 
Connor and Eddy will be adjusting on the 
fly to a degree. 

''There are no tendencies in this game and 
you're never quite sure what the other coach 
1s going to do," Connor said. "It's challeng
ing, but it's the same for them, too. I think 
the camp is a good number of days with 32 
guys." . 

Ohio will employ a two-quarterback sys
tem, rotating every two series, regardless of 
performance. 

Indian Creek's Brennon Norris will start 
the game, while Meadowbrook's Davis 
Black will see plenty of action, too. 

"Both quarterbacks will see a lot of ac
tion," Connor said. "Both have been great 
an week." 

In the backfield, St. Clairsville's Brady 
Kolb and East Liverpool's Jalen Moman 
will begin at running back. Harrison Cen
tral's Tyler West will be the "slot guy" for 
the Buckeyes. 

On the perimeter, St Clairsville's Craig 
Bober, Cambridge's Trent Valentine and 
Indian Creek's Matt Mamula will open at 
wide receiver. 

Fort Frye's Evan Schob will also see 
time in the backfield when Connor opts for 
a wing formation. 

Up front for the Buckeyes, the line will 
be comprised of Martins Ferry's DeAndre 
Pugh and Steubenville's Keontc Holmes at 
tackle. Benaire's Joey Hoepfner and Indi
an Creek's Trent Bolek will start at guard, 
while Shadyside's Andrew Jobe is the cen
ter. 

"The kids have really picked up the sys
tem well," Connor said. "They've really 
gone hard in practice and been focused. I 
really feel good about our offense." 

West Virginia's defense will open with 
Wheeling Central's Vinny Mangino and 
Morgantown's Nick Defelice at the defen
sive end spot. Valley's George Brown will 
start at nose tackle, while Wbeeling Cen
tral's Luke Duplaga is the other defensive 
tackle. 

The linebacker corps includes Linsly's 
Bastian Gehrer, South's Brayden Mooney 
and Wheeling Park's Jermain Snodgrass. 

In the secondary, South's Nick Yoho and 
Linsly's Jules Giovengo will roam at strong 

and free safety. respectively. Aaron A lvarcz 
of Morgantown and Magnolia·s Pat Mi ran
dy arc set to start at corner. 

The Mountaineers· offc11-.c will be trig
gered by Linsly"s \\')all Hirt. \\ho along 
with Gehrer has dr.wi!I high prai'ic from his 
head coach this week. 

Cameron's Andrew Ritchca and Paden 
City's Ryan Cro~~ will open at running back 
and fullback, respectively. 

The four-wide receiver package \Viii 

include Wheeling Park's DcVaughn 
McWhorter and Jack Stai-cm. along with 
Wheeling Central's Anthony Robbins. The 
other receiver spot will be split between 
Morgantown's Scb,Lstian Stickler and 
Weir's Jake McCoy. 

University's Derck Richardson is lbtcd 
as the tight end. 

Up front, which was an area or concern 
early in the week for Eddy becau.sc of depth, 
has come together well, :icconling to the fu
ture head coach at Lop:an High St:hool in 
Ohio. 

At center will be John Marshall's Brady 
Williams. He's nanked at µuarcl by Camer
on's Hayden Hoge and Weir"s Rob Valenti. 
Wheeling Park's Ryan McCave anti John 
Marshall's Shane Hercule\ arc the right and 
left tackles, respectively. 

"Our kids really have a good undcr~taml
ing of what we're trying to get done sd1c
matically,'' Eddy said. ·'\Vc"rc goint? to go 
with what we have because it':,. not Ukc we 
can go in at halftime and say. 'OK. guys. 
We're going to go back to something we did 
two weeks ago in a gmnc. • \\'c 're ju.-,t not 
afford that luxun here." 

Ohio's dercnSc \\ill li:alun: Bellaire·:-. 
Cole LaRochc and Indian Creek's Logan 
Wilson at emis. Harrison Central's Cod; 
Gamble and Steubcnvillc's Kwadre Wil
liams are the cterensive tackles. 

Connor is especially hiµh on his line
backer group. which includes Shady.side's 
Connor Banco, Martins Fcrrv·s Drake Dob
son and Steubenvillc's Erik Lulla. 

Edison's Bryce McAfoo.;,c :iml Bridge
port's Tino Kusic arc the starter-. at strong 
and free safety, while Barncwillc's Cade 
Hannahs and Union Local's Cal Kildow are 
the corners. 

Both coaches arc happy with how their 
special teams have come together. Stcubcn
ville's Jan Phillips will handle the punting 
and placekicking for Ohio. while Universi
ty's Jonah Phares will do the smne 1,,r West 
Virginia. 

OVACNOTES 
■ Weir's Reed Reitter b fo,lcd as a 

game-time decision bccaw,c of an injury 
this week. Eddy was hopcJ'ul that he'd be 
able to give it a go -.imply to gd the ex
perience, but Reitter and the mctlical staff 
would ultimately make the decision. 
■ The teams will take part 111 a brunch at 

10 a.m .. check out oftheir room~ <-.1t Bethany 
College and have a team meal at 2:30 p.m. 
They'll then board the buses ror Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 
■ Ohio will go throt1/;!h a quick 

walthrough this morning between brunch 
and checking out. Connor ~;1id hb :-.ta!T'"lrnd 
found a place on l'ttmpu-. at [3.:-thany"' to go 
over their final prcp,1ratio11:-. ror all three 
facets of the game. 

• Captains-------------
continued from Page B1 

Both Black and Norris ry. However, he passed for 
are expected to share time at more than 2,000 yards and 
quarterback tonight. Black I 4 touchdowns as a junior. 
helped lead the Colts to On the West Virginia 
the regional championship side, Ocher is just the sec
game, throwing for more and foreign-born player to 
than 2,400 yards and 23 play in the game, joining 
touchdowns last seasons. kicker Urs Mueller, who 

Norris, meanwhile, saw represented Martins Ferry as 
much of his senior season a kicker in the 2003 game. 

yards in 20 18 ;dong with I 5 
touchdmvn\ and was a three
year starter for lhc Cadet'-. 

William~ i'i the lone line
man on either -.quad to g..iin 
a captaincy nut!. He could 
see time both at center and 
along the Llcfcn\in· line. 
He V.1as a -.ccoml-tcarn all
TRAC selection la:-.t ~casnn. 

cut short due to an inju- Hirt passed for 1,376 

•Tradition--------------
conunued from Page B1 

just at a small school. 
Coaches always say they are 
great kids, but they truly arc. 

"I have stayed in touch. 
When Shane signed with 
West Liberty, he asked me 
to be in the photo for the 
newspaper. He also asked 
me for a BD logo for his 
helmet and then Vinny and 
Anthony wanted them, also. 
I will be at the game rooting 
them on wearing my Bishop 
Donahue green." 

Robbins was a first team 
all-state receiver this year. 
He relished his time at the 
McMechen-based school. 

"Playing for Coach 
Durdincs was awesome. He 
treated us more like family 
than players," Robbins said. 
"Playing at Bishop was a 
Jot of fun as well. I love tl1e 
people I played with the two 
years I was there." 

Those sentiments were 
echoed by Hercules 

"It was a fun experience 
(playing at Donahue) as we 
an got along. We all were 
brothers," tl1e rugged line
man said. 

"Coach Durdines and 
all the other coaches made 
every practice fun. It was 

llil 

an all-around great cxpcri
ent.:e.'' 

Mangino \Vas one or the 
OVAC's top two-way play
ers the last I\VO seasons. He 
credits Durdincs for mold
ing hinl in1o the ~tar player 
he is. 

"Coach Durdinc~ is a 
great coach. He is the reason 
I am in thb game, He slmpcd 
me into the player I am toda, 
and I cuuldn'l ht1Yc ai.:com
plishcd what I did without 
him," the all state Iinehack
cr said. "C'oach DurJim:s b 
a great guy ..ind a great role 
model." 
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OHIO VALLEY TENNIS CLASSIC ihe Jntdligtnttr+ SATURDAY, 
JULY 27, 2019 

Annual tournament benefiting high school 
programs begins Wednesday at Oglebay/10 PORTS 

·The Sad 
State Of 
Legion 
Baseball 

WHEELING - Next week at 
Potomac State Colle&e, Wheeling 
Post 1 will look to wm its fourth 
state title in five seasons. 

For this veteran club, it has 
been state championship or bust 
all season. 

From the top to bottom, Post 
I is a phenomenal outfit. From 
Don Tennant to Chuck Koehler to 
manager Jon-Michael Brunner to 
the lower levels, Wheeling Post 1 
is first class all the way._ 

JOSH 
STROPE 

SPORTS 
EDITOR 

It 1s no 
wonder it has 
been one of the 
most suc
cessful teams 
in the state 
during the past 
half decade. 

On the 
other side of 
the river, St 
Clairsville Post 
159 and Jef
ferson County 
Teramana Post 
33 have their 

'------~ teams playing 
at a high caliber every year. 

The recent success of the high 
school teams carried over into the 
American Legion season. 

Unfortunately, that is where the 
good feelings stop. 

, This season has been like no 
other for our local American 
Legion teams. 

Thursday at the I-470 Com
plex, Wheeling Post I earned an
other Area One championship to 
punch its ticket to the big dance. 

A tournament that was sup
posed to feature four teams was 
whittled to two when Mounds
ville Post 3 and Weirton Post 10 
forfeited, leaving Wheeling to 
play New Martinsville Post 28 in 
a best-of-3 series to determine the 
Area One title. 

Please see STROPE, Page 10 
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Wolverines 
Make Trek 
Tow.Va. 
Oosterbaan, Beaty 
represent University 
of Michigan at Open 

By CODY TOMER 
Staff Writer 

WHEELING - Teddy Oost
erbaan and Nick Beaty of the Uni
versity of Michigan's tennis team 
were ,qimnlv lnolrin, tn nlnv ,nme 
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OVAC All-Star Game . . 

To Kick Off Toni ht 

. Photos by Seth Staskay 
Shown is Team West Virginia for Saturday's 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left, 
are DeVau9hn McWhorter (Wheeling Park), Aaron Alvarez (Morgantown), Jules Giovengo (Llnsly), Jake McCoy (Weir), 
Nick Yoho (South) and Patrick Mirandy (Magnolia). Second row: are Reed Reitter (Weir), Brayden Mooney (South), Jack
son Chaney (Oak Glen), Wyatt Hirt (Llnsiy), Nick Defelice (Morgantown), Sebastian Stickier (Magnolia) and Jermain Sno
dgrass (Wheelin_!j _Park). Third row: Andrew Ritchea (Cameron), Jack Stakem (Wheeling Park), Gage Adams (Ma~olia), 
Vinny Mangino (Wheeling Central), Anthony Robbins (Wheeling Central), Bastian Gehrer (Linsly) and Ryan Cross Paden 
City). Fourth row: Gavin Lockhart (John Marshall), Brady Williams (John Marshall), George Brown (Valley), Rob alenti 
(Weir) and Luke Duplaga (Wheeling Central). Fifth row: Hayden Hoge (Cameron), Ryan McCave (Wheeling Park), Shane 
Hercules (John Marshall), Derek Richardson (University) and Jonah Phares (University). Top row: coaches Matt Kimes, 
Joey Lindamood, head coach Mike Eddy, Cody Nutter and Bryan Youngblood. 

Shown is Team Ohio for Saturday's 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley Ail-Star Football Game. Front row, from left, are Evan 
Schob (For! Frye), Davis Black (Meadowbrook), Cal Kildow (Union Local), Logan Wilson (lncflBll Creek), Kwadre Williams (Steu
benville), Matt Mamula (Indian Creek) and Craig Bober (St. Clairsville). Second row: Tino Kuslc (Bridgeport), Trent Valenllne 
(Cambridge), Cole LaRoche (Bellaire), Erik Lulla (Steubenville), Ian Phillips (Steubenville), Brennon Norris (Indian Creek), Cade 
Hannahs (Barnesville) and Tyler West (Harrison Central). Third row: Bryce McAfoose (Edison), Chase Chlcwak (Shenandoah), 
Jalen Moman (Steubenville), Brady Kolb (St Clairsville), Hunter Dennis (River), Connor Banco (Shadyside) and Drake Dobson 
(Martins Ferry). Fourth row: Andrew Jobe (Shadyside), Joe Hoepfner (Bellaire), Trent Bolek (Indian Creek), Keonte Holmes 
(Steubenville), Trent Y,.,right (Toronto), Cody Gamble (Harrison Central) and Dalton Rice (Shenandoah). Fifth row, from left, are 
Owen Hartshorn (Monroe Central) and DeAndre Pugh (Martins Ferry). top row: coaches David Kemp, Robb Lucas, Mike Wilson 
Jr., Joe Hammack, head coach Andrew Connor, coaches Matt Shreve, Mike Voltz, Zach Connor and Joe Strohmeyer. 

Ohio looks to make it two straight against West Virginia 
BySEfHSTASKEY Football Game, capping a week's gooutandshowwhylhey'rchere." they simply get tired of running 
For The Intem.e:encer worth ofactivities and buildup. West Virginia coach Mike into each other and they're ready to 

WHEELING - Toe time bas . Kickoffisslatedfor7:15p.m.at Eddy. who earned the invitation go hit someone else." 
arrived. Wheeling Island Stadium. after a strong season at Parkersburg The Ohio squad will be seeking 

King Football makes its Ilium- , "I 1!Jink I can speak for everyone South, C?mpared the last few days its second straight victory in the se
phant retum to the Ohio Valley this m Ohio - coaches and players - of pracllce to the regular-senson nes and overall the Buckeyes own 
evening. that we're all excited and ready to opener. a 43-29-1 upperhand. Prior to last 

For the 74th time, Ohio and go play this game," Ohio coach ''The kids are kind of chomping season, however, West Virginia 
West Virginia are set to meet for Andrew Connor of Indian Qeek at the bit to go play," Eddy said. had won the three ixevious games. 
i;:hltP hrnouina riO'hti;: in th? ::mnn::il t::iirl 'vrhP 'kirk h::ivp h:>Pn OT"P~t !:ill "Tt'c 1'-irui nf Hb" thncP. m~lrc in 



is first class all the way~ ~ 

JOSH 
STROPE 

SPORTS 
EDITOR 

It is no 
wonder it has 
been one of the 
most suc
cessful teams 
in the state 
during the past 
half decade. 

On the 
other side of 
the river, St. 
Clairsville Post 
159 and Jef
ferson County 
Teramana Post 
33 have their 
teams playing 

at a high caliber every year. 
The recent success of the high 

school teams carried over into the 
American Legion season. 

Unfortunately, that is where the 
good feelings stop. 

This season has been like no 
other for our local American 
Legion teams. 

Thursday al the 1-470 Com
plex, Wheeling Post I earned an
other Area One championship to 
punch its ticket to the big dance. 

A tournament that was sup
posed to feature four teams was 
whinled to two when Mounds
ville Post 3 and Weirton Post JO 
forfeited, leaving Wheeling to 
play New Martinsville Post 28 in 
a best-of-3 series to determine the 
Area One title. 

Please see STROPE, Page 10 

Wolverines 
Make Trek 
To W.Va. 
Oosterbaan, Beaty 
represent University 
of Michigan at Open 

By CODY TOMER 
StnlT Writer 

WHEELING - Teddy Oost
erbaan and Nick Beaty of the Uni
versity of Michigan's tennis team 
were simply looking to play some 
tennis and sharpen their skills in 
the offseason. 

They decided to make the jour
ney from Ann Arbor to the Bordas 
and Bordas West Virginia Open at 
the Oglebay Tennis Club - a trip 
they won't soon forget. 

"It's ml first time here and it's 
amazing,' Oosterbaan said. "We 
were just looking for some tourna
ments and found this one here. 

"I'm glad we did. It's beautiful 
around here. We would like to look 
around a bit when we finish play
ing tennis." 

Although the~ would like to hit 
one of Oglebay s three golf cours
es before they get back on the road, 
there is still plenty of tennis left to 
play. 

Beaty drew the No. 2 seed in the 
tournament and has been undefeat
ed thus far. 

Oosterbaan claimed his first 
match before falling in Round .2 
but the duo is also the No. 2 seed in 
the doubles bracket and still alive. 

"This has been a great event 
so far," Beaty said. "I think it's 
a beautiful park, the courts are 
well-taken care of and we've had a 
great experience. 

See WOLVERINES, Page 10 
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Photos by Seth Staskey 

Shown is Team West Virginia for Saturday's 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left, 

are DeVaughn McWhorter (Wheeling Park), Aaron Alvarez (Morgantown), Jules Giovengo (Linsly), Jake McCoy (Weir), 

Nick Yoho (South) and Patrick Mirandy (Magnolia). Second row: are Reed Reitter (Weir), Brayden Mooney (South), Jack

son Chaney (Oak Glen), Wyatt Hirt (Linsly), Nick Defelice (Morgantown), Sebastian Stickler (Magnolia) and Jermain Sno

dgrass (Wheeling Park). Third row: Andrew Ritchea (Cameron), Jack Stakem (Wheeling Park), Gage Adams (Ma~olla), 

Vinny Mangino (Wheeling Central), Anthony Robbins (Wheeling Central), Bastian Gehrer (Linsly) and Ryan Cross Paden 

City). Fourth row: Gavin Lockhart (John Marshall), Brady Williams (John Marshall), George Brown (Valley), Rob alentl 

(Weir) and Luke Duplaga (Wheeling Central). Fifth row: Hayden Hoge (Cameron), Ryan McCave (Wheeling Park), Shane 

Hercules (John Marshall), Derek Richardson (University) and Jonah Phares (University). Top row: coaches Matt Kimes, 

Joey Lindamood, head coach Mike Eddy, Cody Nutter and Bryan Youngblood. 

Shown Is Team Ohio for Saturday's 74th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left, are Evan 

Schob (Fort Frye), Davis Black (Meadowbrook), Cal Kildow (Union Local), Logan Wilson (Indian Creek), Kwadre Williams (Steu

benville), Matt Mamula (Indian Creek) and Craig Bober (St Clairsville/. Second row: Tino Kusic (Bridgeport), Trent Valentine 

(Cambridge), Cole LaRoche (Bellaire), Erik Lulla (Steubenville), Ian Phi lips (Steubenville), Brennon Norris (Indian Creek), Cade 

Hannahs (Barnesville) and Tyler West (Harrison Central). Third row: Bryce McAfoose (Edison), Chase Chicwak (Sbenandoah), 

Jalen Moman (Steubenville), Bredy Kolb (St. Clairsville), Hunter Dennis (River), Connor Banco (Shadyside) and Drake Dobson 

gMartins Ferry). Fourth row: Andrew Jobe (Shadyside), Joe Hoepfner (Bellaire), Trent Bolek (Indian Creek), Keonte Holmes 

Steubenville), Trent Wright (Toronto), Cody Gamble (Harrison Central) and Dalton Rice (Shenandoah). Fifth row, from left, are 

wen Hartshorn (Monroe Central) and DeAndre Pugh (Martins Ferry). Top row: coaches David Kemp, Robb Lucas, Mike Wilson 

Jr., Joe Hammack, head coach Andrew Connor, coaches Matt Shreve, Mike Voltz, Zach Connor and Joe Strohmeyer. 

Ohio looks to make it two straight against West Virginia 
BySETIISfASKEY Football Game, capping a week's gooutandshowwhythcy'rehe1e." they simply get tired of running 

For 1be Inte~enccr worth of activities and buildup. West Virginia coach Mike into each other and they're ready to 

WHEELlNG - Toe time has Kickoffisslatedfor7:J5p.m.at F.ddy, who earned the invitation go hit someone else." 

arrived Wheeling Island Stadium. after a strong season at Parkersburg The Ohio squad will be seeking 

King Football makes its trium- "I think! can speak for everyone South, compared tlie last few days its second straight victoiy in these-

phant return to the Ohio Valley this in Ohio - coaches and players - of practice to tlie regular-sea.son ries and overall the Buckeyes own 

evening. that we're all excited and ready lo opener. a 43-29-1 upperhand. Prioc to last 

For the 74th time, Ohio and go play this game," Ohio coach "The kids are kind of chomping season, however, West Virginia 

West Virginia are set to meet for Andrew Connor of Indian Creek at the bit to go play," F.ddy said. had won tlie three previous g:imes. 

state bmgging rights in the annual said. ''The kids have been great all "It's kind of like those weeks in 

OVAC Rudy Mwnley AU-Star week and now it's time for them to August when you're in camp and Please see OVAC, Page 10 

Trio Carrying on Bishop Donahue Tradition 

Photo by Kyle Lutz 

From left, Shane Hercules, Vinny Mangino and Anthony Robbins played their 

first two years at Bishop Donahue before the school closed two years ago. 

The trio will be representing the Bishops, along with their current schools 

during tonight's Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Sar Game. 

Hercules, Mangino, Robbins 
also representing Bishops 

By BUBBA KAPRAL 
Execullvc Sports Editor 

WHEELING - Gone but not forgotten. 
Bishop Donahue High School was unceremo

niously closed by then-Bishop Michael BrJns
field more than two years ago. While the scars 
and pain resulting from tliat controversial de
cision still resonate throughout BD Nation, tbe 
school's football legacy will shine brightly in 
tonight's OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star Game. 

Three gridders with Bishop Donahue roots 
will be suiting up for the West Virginia squad. 
Vinny Mangino, Anthony Robbins and Shnne 
Hercules all were two-year regulars at Bishop 
Donahue for Coach John Durdines. 

They all were expected to be four-year stal
warts for the Bishops. Bransfield's closure de
cree changed that with Mangino and Robbins 
opting to matriculate to Wheeling Central while 
Hercules chose John Marshall. 

Please see BISHOP, Page 10 



Classic is scheduled for July 3 I-Aug. 4. ue 
clay courts of Oglebay play host to the only 
tournament that focuses on local players. 
Now in its 15th year, the tournament was. 
originally created when George Frazier and 
Chris Freeman observed that the Ohio Valley 
needed a true local tennis tournament. 

··1 fl;!pJemoer llUW mui.;u .1 CUJU,Yt;;U llMUl5 

on the tennis team in high school and want 
current students to.have the same experi
ence I did," Emily Freeman said. 

Emily Freeman is now the director of the 
tournament with the help of her committee 
members, Chris Freeman and Frazier. 

"We wanted to encourage young players 
to participate, so we had both middle school 
and high school divisions. In addition, we 
subsidized the entry fee expense by raising 
money via sponsorships," Freeman said. 

There are men's and women's events 
as well as high school and middle school. 
Entries can be found at the Oglebay courts 
or on the Ohio Valley Tennis Classic Face
book page (entry deadline is Monday, July 
29). All participants receive a T-shirt and 
awards are given lo all finalists. The 2019 
major sponsors include: Raymond James 
Financial Services, Main Street Bank, Dr. 
Tom Dorsey, Wheeling-Oglebay Tennis 
Club & Wheeling Veterinarian Associates. 
Contact Emily Freeman with any questions 
at (304) 233-6600. 

Frazier has been the OV AC tennis di
rector and suggested that all proceeds from 
this local tournament go to the high school 
teams to support developing the programs 
for both boys and girls. 

When Freeman's daughter, Emily, 
moved back to Wheeling a few years ago, 
she also recognized the importance of this 

OVAC 
(Contlnued from Page 9) 

"Obviously, this is an 
all-star game, but at the 
same time, I told the kids 
we're going out to win a 
football game," Connor 
said. "The OV AC calls this 
an exhibition and I told the 
kids there's no such thing 
in my mind. If they're 
keeping score, we want to 
win." 

Eddy echoed those state
ments. 

"There are many reasons 
we do what we do - both 
as players and coaches -
but all of us want to win 
and be successful," Eddy 
said. "It's not any different 
when you're in this (all-star 
game) setting. When we get 
out on that field (tonight), 
we want to win the game 
and I know our kids will 
give the best effort they 
can." 

Both coaches are rookies 
to the head coaching role 
in the game and both raved 
about the entire week with 
the players. 

"We talked, as a staff, 
about what a great experi
ence this has been," Eddy 
said. "Sure, it takes some 
time away from your daily 
life, your families, your job 
back home, but I am so glad 
that I accepted this. This 
has been a great experience. 
The players have enjoyed it 
and overall it's been a posi
tive experience." 

Connor is no stranger 
lo the game. Since he's 
been the coach at Indian 
Creek, numerous Redskins 
players have taken part, 
mcluding Connor's son, 
Zac, who will serve on the 
Ohio squad. But, being of
ficially part of the game 
is something that the head 
coach has soaked up all 
week. 

"Seeing the week end 
is bittersweet because of 
the relationships with the 
kids and just being around 
them," Connor said. "From 
the time in the dorm, to the 
meals and just hanging out 
and picking their brains. 
It's been a great week." 

Regardless of tonight's 
outcome, the relationships 
will last forever, but the 
players and coaches have 
had upwards of 10 practic
es to prepare, condition and 
learn an entire new scheme 
and system. 

Throw in the fact that in 
an all-star game, coaches 
really don't have a "scout
ing report" from which to 
work for the other oppo
nent, meaning Connor and 
Eddy will be adjusting on 
the fly to a degree. 

"There are no tendencies 
in this game and you're 
never quite sure what the 
other coach is going to do," 
Connor said. "It's challeng
ing, but ii' s the same for 
them, too. I think the camp 
is a good number of days 
with 32 guys." 

Ohio will employ a 
two-quarterback system, 

rotating every two series, 
regardless of performance. 

Indian Creek's Brennon 
Norris will start the game, 
while Meadowbrook's Da
vis Black will see plenty of 
action, too. 

"Both q,uarterbacks will 
see a lot ot action," Connor 
said. "Both have been great 
all week." 

In the backfield, St. 
ClairsviUe's Brady Kolb 
and East Liverpool's Julen 
Moman will begin at run
ning back. Harrison Cen
tral's Tyler West will be 
the "slot guy" for the Buck
eyes. 

On the perimeter, St. 
ClairsviUe's Craig Bober, 
Cambridge's Trent Val
entine and Indian Creek's 
Matt Mamula will open at 
wide receiver. 

Fort Frye's Evan Schob 
will also see time in the 
backfield when Connor 
opts for a wing formation. 

Up front for the Buck
eyes, the line will be com
prised of Martins Fer
ry's DeAndre Pugh and 
Steubenville' s Keonte 
Holmes at tackle. Bcl
laire's Joey Hoepfner and 
Indian Creek's Trent Bolek 
will start at guard, while 
Shadyside's Andrew Jobe 
is the center. 

"The kids have really 
picked up the system well," 
Connor said. "They've real
ly gone hard in practice and 
been focused. I really feel 
good about our offense." 

West Virginia's defense 
will open with Wheeling 
Central's Vinny Mangino 
and Morgantown's Nick 
Defelice at the defensive 
end spot. Valley's George 
Brown will start nt nose 
tackle, while Wheeling 
Central' s Luke Duplaga is 
the other defensive tackle. 

The linebacker corps 
includes Linsly's Bastian 
Gehrer, South's Brayden 
Mooney and Wheeling 
Park's Jermain Snodgrass. 

In the secondary, South's 
Nick Yoho and Linsly's 
Jules Giovengo will roam 
at strong and free safety, re
spectively. Aaron Alvarez 
of Morgantown and Mag
nolia's Pat Mirandy are set 
to start at corner. 

The Mountaineers• of
fense will be triggered by 
Linsly's Wyatt Hirt, who 
along with Gehrer has 
drawn high praise from his 
head coach this week. 

Cameron's Andrew Rit
chea and Paden City's 
Ryan Cross will open at 
running back and fullback, 
respectively. 

The four-wide re-
ceiver package will in
clude Wheeling Park's 
Devaughn Mcwhorter and 
Jack Stakem, along with 
Wheeling Central' s An
thony Robbins. The other 
receiver spot will be split 
between Morgantown's Se
bastian Stickler and Weir's 
Jake McCoy. 

University's Derek Rich
ardson is listed as the tight 
end. 

Up front, which was an 
area of concern early in the 
week for Eddy because of 
depth, has come together 
well, according to the fu
ture head coach at Logan 
High School in Ohio. 

At center will be John 
Marshall's Brady WiUiams, 
He· s flanked at guard by 
Cameron's Hayden Hoge 
and Weir's Rob Valenti. 
Wheeling Park's Ryan Mc
Cave and John Marshall's 
Shane Hercules are the 
right and left tackles, re-
spectively. • 

"Our kids really have 
a good understanding of 
what we're trying to get 
done schematically," Eddy 
said. "We're going to go 
with what we have because 
it's not like we can go in 
at halftime and say, 'OK, 
guys. We're going to go 
back to something we did 
two weeks ago in a game.' 
We're just not afford that 
luxury here." 

Ohio's defense will fea
ture Bellaire's Cole La
Roche and Indian Creek's 
Logan Wilson at ends. 
Harrison Central's Cody 
Gamble and Steubenville's 
Kwadre Williams are the 
defensive tackles. 

Connor is especially high 
on his linebacker group, 
which includes Shadyside s 
Connor Banco, Martins 
Ferry's Drake Dobson and 
Steubenville's Erik Lulla. 

Edison's Bryce McA
foose and Bridgeport's 
Tino Kusic are the starters 
at strong and free safety, 
while Barnesville's Cade 
Hannahs and Union Local's 
Cal Kildow are the corners. 

Both coaches are hap
py with how their special 
teams have come together. 
Steubenville's Ian Phillips 
will handle the punting 
and placekicking for Ohio, 
while University's Jonah 
Phares will do the same for 
West Virginia. 

OVACNOTES 
II Weir's Reed Reitter 

is listed as a game-time 
decision because of an in
jury this week. Eddy was 
hopeful that he'd be able 
to give it a go simply to get 
the experience, but Reit
ter and the medical staff 
would ultimately make the 
decision." 

Iii The teams will take 
part in a brunch at IO a.m., 
check out of their rooms at 
Bethany College and have 
a team meal at 2:30 p.m. 
They'll then board the bus
es for Wheeling Island Sta
dium. 

Ill Ohio will go through 
a quick walthrough this 
morning between brunch 
and checking out. Connor 
said his staff "had found a 
place on campus at Beth
any" to go over their final 
preparations for all three 
facets of the game. 
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That's where the tennis coaches ofMichi- hopefully the opportunities ·wm come." 

STROPE 
(Continued from Page 9) 

The series was no 
contest as Wheeling 
dominated, outscoring 
New Martinsville 23-0 in 
the two games, as well as 
limiting them to a com
bined one single, including 
a no-hitter from Eli Petho 
in the clincher. 

Upsets happen in sports 
all the time, but it would 
have been one of epic pro
portions if Wheeling didn't 
walk away with the trophy. 

But kudos to New 
Martinsville for actually 
showing up. 

"I give props lo New 
Martinsville,' Brunner 
said. "Eric (McKeever, 
New Martinsville manag
er) and I talked after the 
game and it is tough to get 
guys at this time of year. I 
give a lot of credit to them. 
They came out and played 
us hard and bounced back 
from the mistakes they 
made (Wednesday). 

"You have to give them 
credit for coming up, 
knowing they are a young 
team and go give it their all 
against the veteran squad 
we have. I really appreciate 
everything (McKeever) did 
for legion baseball, getting 
these guys together and 
competing. We need more 
people like him who gets 
his nine and they are going 
to compete." 

Like I said, Post I and 
Brunner arc first class. 

Moundsville was in trou
ble from the very begin
ning. A change in leader
ship was not well-received 
and a team that is usually 
made of John Marshall and 
Cameron kids split. 

Post 3 mainly featured 
Cameron players, while the 
John Marshall contingent 
formed a travel club called 
the WV Monarchs. 

Post 3 opened the season 
with 11 players and I 
would be lying if! said I 
expected them to finish the 
regular season. 

I can't speak on 
Weirton's issues other 
than to say both Weirton 
and Moundsville had 
enough players as recent 
as three weeks ago for the 
Beast of the East Tourna
ment. What changed? In 
fact, Moundsville played 
Wheeling at the begin
ning of the last week of 
the regular season before 
forfeiting the home finale. 
Weirton also forfeited 
a doubleheader against 
Wheeling the day before. 

Post l went 6-0 against 
the Area One teams this 
season, winning as many 
games on the field as it did 

BISHOP 
(Continued from Page 9) 

in forfeits. 
On the Ohio side, 

Barnesville also saw its 
season come to an end 
thanks to lack of players. 
Barnesville was handed a 
lopsided loss in the tour
nament opener before not 
having enough to compete 
in an elimination game. 

I really feel for the 
legion managers that try to 
give kids an outlet lo play 
baseball. 

Let me state that I am 
the last person thar is 
going to tell someone how 
to spend their summer. 
Families want to take va
cations, kids want to spend 
time with their friends and 
girlfriends. You are only 
young once, make the most 
of it. 

Legion ball takes away a 
lot of that. It can be a grind 
and before you know it, 
you are back in school and 
your summer is gone. I ful
ly understand the sacrifices 
that go along with legion 
baseball. 

But if you are not 
going to make it to the sea
son-ending tournaments, 
why even play in the first 
place? If you aren't going 
to put your all into it, why 
waste the time of your 
teammates and coaches'/ 

If injuries are a factor, it 
is understandable. But that 
isn't what is going with a 
lot of these legion teams. 

To me, that makes the 
story of Post l catcher 
Chas McCool all the more 
impressive. 

McCool was selected 
to play in tonight's Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Game, something that most 
players that strap on pads 
and a helmet dream of. 

Instead. he opted lo 
not report to Bethany and 
remain with his Post l 
teammates. 

If he would have played 
in the game, I don't think 
anyone would have blamed 
him. Post 1 would still 
have beaten New Martins
ville soundly without him. 

But here 1s a player that 
made a commitment to 
legion baseball and stuck 
with it. Kudos to him in 
what is becoming rarer and 
rarer by the minute. 

Next year the West 
Virginia American Legion 
State Tournament comes 
to Wheeling. Rules slate 
that the host team gets two 
teams into the tournament. 

Meaning when Post 1 
wins again, the runncrup 
will also automatically 
qualify. Maybe that will 
give other teams the in-

centive to stick with their 
commitments for a whole 
season. 

Then again, with the way 
legion baseball is going, 
I woukln'l be surprised if 
either of those temns folded 
to start with. 

OV AC All-Star Game 
The Rudy Mun!ley 

OV AC All-Star Game 
kicks off tonight for the 
74th time. 

The unofficial start to 
football season in the Ohio 
Valley is always met with 
a lot of fanfare and the 
player.sand coaches want 
to win the ·'exhibition" as 
bad as they would a regular 
season game. 

For many, it is the last 
lime they will play orga
nized football so look for 
them to leave it all on the 
field. 

Obviously l am sup
poSed to remain unbiased, 
but I can't say that I don't 
slightly root for my home 
slate West Virginia. Thal 
being saiJ. I nm picking 
Ohio to win, 28-14. 

Reading the stories and 
tweets all week, I don't 
know if there will be 
anyone that wants to win 
the game more than Ohio 
and Indian Creek coach 
Andrew Connor. 

Ohio features a punish
ing rushing attack and I 
predict former St. Clairs
ville standout Brady Kolb 
to have a monster game 
and take home Most Valu
able Player honors. 

Hall of Famcr 
Also going on this 

week is the West Virginia 
Open tennis tournament al 
Oglebay. 

The tournament is one 
of the lop anrnteur tourna
ments in the country and 
every year is run like a 
well-oiled machine. 

Prior to the finals 
Sunday. the Wheeling 
Oglcbay Tennis Club will 
honor Debbie Pickens into 
its Ball of Fame. And a 
well-deserved induction 
that is. 

There are a lot of people 
in the Ohio Valley who 
have helped lo grow tennis 
and Pickens is al the top 
of the list. Her work in 
providing results ancl 
information on the various 
tournaments and camps 
during the summer is sec
ond to none. 

And she is as nice a per
son as you will meet. 

Congratulations Debbie! 
Jm1lStrope can he 

reached at jstnJJU!@ 
I hei 11te/ Ii gl'll( ·er.,wt 

While Bishop Donahue football has been 
dormant for two years, Durdines recalls 
with much pride his three all-star perform
ers as they helped the Bishops rea!IZe much 
success on the field. The talented trio played 
key roles as freshmen as Donahue went 8-3 
while gaining a WVSSAC playoff berth. A 
year later, the Bishops went 7-3 

"Playing for Coach Durdincs was awe
some. He treated us more like family than 
players,'' Robbins said. "Playing at Bishop 
was a lot of fun as well. 1 Jove the people I 
played with the two years l was there." 

"I am very proud and excited for them. 
I knew they were going to be special play
ers from Day l. I am tickled to death that 
they got to experience success at their new 
schools,'' Durdines said. "They also showed 
they were very good players, not just at a 
small school. Coaches always say they are 
great kids, but they truly are. 

"I have stayed in touch. When Shane 
signed with West Liberty, he asked me 
to be in the photo for the newspaper. He 
also asked me for a BD logo for his hel
met and then Vinny and Anthony wanted 
them, also. I will be at the game rooting 
them on wearing my Bishop Donahue 
green." 

Robbins was a first learn all-state receiv
er this year. He relished his time at the Mc
Mechen-based school. 

Those sentiments were echoed by Hercu
les 

"It was a fun experience (playing al Do
nahue) as we all got along. We all were 
brothers." the rugged lineman said. "Coach 
Durdines and all the other coaches made ev
ery practice lim.'lt was an all-around great 
experience." 

Mangino was one of the OV /\C's lop 
two-way players the last two seasons. He 
credits Durdines for moldimi him into the 
star player he is. ~ 

"Coach Durdincs is a great coach. He is 
the reason I am in this game. He shaped me 
into the player lam today and I couldn'tlmve 
accomplished what I did without him,'' the 
all-stale linebacker said. "Coach Durdines is 
a great guy and a great role model. 

"Playing at Donahue was a lot of fun 
and always special. The whole community 
would be cheering us on. Ir I could, I would 
go buck and do it all over again." 
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74TH ANNUAL OVAC RUDY MUMLEY ALL-STAR FOOTBALL GAME 

Bubba Kapral 
Executive Sports Editor 

Connor relishes 
OVAC experience 

WHEELING - Andrew Connor was like a 
kid in a candy store all of last week. 

The personable and highly successful In
dian Creek head football coach says he has 
waited 17 years to coach in the OV AC Rudy 
Mumley Charity Football Classic. 

Connor got his chance Saturday night at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. He did not waste 
the opportunity. • 

Connor stressed from the time his players 
checked in at Bethany College eight days 
ago that his emphasis was on the winning the 
game. 

He wanted his players to have an enjoy
able time but he put paramount emphasis 
on winning. According to his players, he 
stressed that repeatedly. His Buckeyes didn't 
let him down. Far from it, exhibiting game
long resiliency. 

Ohio pulled out a 21-17 verdict, courte
sy of a late touchdown pass from Meadow
brook's Davis Black to St. Clairsville's Craig 
Bober. The scoring connection covered 28 
yards and was set up by a defensive back-bit
ing pump fake by Black. 

That aerial game-winner helped Ohio 
overcome a brilliant performance by West 
Virginia's De'Vaughn McWhorter. The 
Wheeling Park product was nothing short 
of sensational, rushing for I 02 yards on just 
four carries. He scored on runs of 76 and 25 
yards. He also landed three passes. 

Photo/ALEX KOZLOWSKI 
MARTINS FERRY'S Drake Dobson (46) moves In to tackle Weir's Jake McCoy during Saturday night's OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game at Wheeling Island Stadium. Ohio rallied for a 21-17 victory. Closing In Is Steuben-
ville's Erik Lulla (14). . See, CONNOR, Page 82 

Ohio rallies past W.Va. 
on late touchdown pass 
• St. Clairsville's Kolb voted Most Valuable Player in fan vote 
By KYLE LUTZ 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING Con-
trolling the tempo of the game 
is imperative to success. When 
it came to the second half, 
that's what Ohio Coach An
drew Connor thought his team 
did during the 7 4th annual 
OV AC Rudy Mumley All
Star Game Saturday night at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

The Buckeyes put together 
some key plays on both sides 
of the ball as it got past West 
Virginia 21-1 7 to secure a vic
tory. 

"I give both teams credit," 
Ohio coach Andrew Connor 
said. "Both teams played hard 
out here and gave everything 
they had. I thought my team 
throughout the week practiced 
hard and I think we were ready 
to play 48 minutes. I thought 
the second half of the game we 
really kind of tilted it towards 
us whether it was our defense 
or our offense. I thought we 
controlled the game towards 
the end of the third quarter." 

St. Clairsville's Brady Kolb 
was named the game's MVP 
after a 102-yard, one touch
down effort on 24 carries. 

His 28-yard scamper to the 
end zone with 1:42 left in the 
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Photo/ALEX KOZLOWSKI 
HARRISON CENTRAL'S Tyler West (22) runs past Uns
ly's Julian Giovengo (4) during Saturday night's game. 

first half tied the game at 14-
14 where it remained as both 
teams went into the locker 
room for halftime. 

"This is MVP award really 
goes to the line," Kolb said. "I 
thought they really stepped up. 
We started off a little slow, but 
we got them up and the line led 
the way and paved the way. It 
just really means a Jot to me." 

Down I 7-14, midway 

through the fourth quarter, 
Connor put the ball in Kolb's 
hands as Ohio drove down the 
field and got on the West Vir
ginia I thanks to a handful of 
direct snaps to Kolb with him 
answering the bell. He ran the 
ball 1 O times during the drive. 

However, right when one 
thought the tide was turning 
in Ohio's favor, Kolb fumbled 
the snap and Nick Defelice re-

covered the ball for West Vir-
ginia. 

"We were pushing it and it's 
tough to always see a turnover 
happen in a really importunt 
time, but I kept my head up 
and my team kept their heads 
up," Kolb said. "They got me 
up, I got them up and we kept 
going." 

Even with its back against 
the wall, Ohio stepped up in 
a big way. Cal Kildow took 
advantuge of a pass as a West 
Virginia player slipped down 
as he picked off Wyatt Hirt 
three plays later that put Ohio 
in business. 

On the next Ohio offensive 
snap, Davis Black connected 
with Kolb's high school team
mate Craig Bober for 28 yards 
to put the score at 21-1 7 with 
6:06 remaining in the game. 

"The two picks we had in 
the second half were just phe
nomenal catches," Connor 
said. "It really helped our of
fense and we tilted the field 
and it really helped out." 

Ohio put the first points on 
the board as they drove down 
the field with an impressive 
opening drive as Connor Ban
co crossed the goal line from 
3 yards out to put the score at 
7-0. 

See, OHIO, Page 82 

Seth Staskey 
Sports Editor 

St. C.'s Bober 
shines as WR 

WHEELING - Craig Bober reported 
for OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star Game 
camp with the idea that he'd be playing on 
the defensive side of the ball. 

The St. Clairsville graduate was OK with 
that because the opportunity to play one last 
prep game before heading off to West Lib
erty University was more important to him 
than any individual effort. 

As the week at Bethany College pro
gressed, however, Bober's mindset had to 
change toward the offensive side of the ball, 
which is where he's expected to contribute 
for the Hilltoppers and where he offered the 
greatest impact.for the Red Devils. 

So when Bober had his number called for 
a stop-and-go route with Meadowbrook's 
Davis Black late in the fourth quarter with 
the Ohio squad trailing, 17-14, Bober was 
ready. 

"We·talked about that play at halftime as 
an adjustment, but we realized we may only 
get one shot at it," Bober said. 

The Ohio coaching staff was spot on. 
After using Bober significantly underneath, 
head coach Andrew Connor picked the per
fect time to go up top. 

"The series before the touchdown, the 
comer did a nice job of breaking on the 
hitch, so we knew this was our chance for 
that play," Bober continued. 

From there, it was just a matter of two 
future Mountain East Conference rivals -
Black (University of Charleston) and Bober 
- executing. 

See, BOBER, Page 82 
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West Virginia, though, 
was able to hold Ohio in 
check for the majority of the 
first half after that. 

De'Vaughn McWhorter 
was the equalizer for West 
Virginia as he took his first 
handoff and went 76 yards 
to the house to put the score 
at7-7. 

McWhorter wasn't done 
there, with his second rush
ing attempt, he maneuvered 
through the Ohio defense 
and gave the Mountaineers 
a 14-7 lead with 7:51 left 
until halftime. 

The former Wheeling 
Park standout accounted for 
102 yards on four carrie.s 
and caught three passes for 
24. 

"That was a great high 
school football game," West 
Virginia coach Mike Eddy 
said, "These kids committed 
an entire week of their life to 
be apart of this. The OV AC 
did a great job of making it 
feel special for them. They 
did exactly what you ask 
kids to do. They go out and 
gave great effort from start 
to finish. That's what allows 
you to have great football 
games is by players giving 
great efforts and they did 
that." 

West Virginia looked to 
get things going on their 
second possession of the 
second hair. With the help 
of a 54-yard connection 
from Hirt to Jack Stakem, 
the Mountaineers .managed Photo/ALEX KOZLOWSKI 
to get to the Ohio 4. ST. CLAlRSVILLE'S Brady Kolb looks for running 

However, the Ohio de-· room Saturday night. Ha was voted Iha game MVP. 
fense stood firm and held 
West Virginia to a 21-yard 
field goal by Jonah Phares. 

''That's how this game 
goes," Eddy, said. ''That's 
one of the thiµgs that makes 
it exciting and interesting. 
That's why young players 
have to learn to be resilient. 
When those moments hap
pen, they're still in the game 
and they're still in the mo
ment and they're not over
come with emotion. We talk 
to players all the time about 
be passionate about what 
you're doing and don't be 
emotional about what you're 
doing. Unfortunately at the 
end, that's when you see 

emotion instead of passion. 
It's a fine line sometimes, 
but I couldn't be prouder of 
these young men and what 
they did this week." 

Hirt finished the game 
with 155 yards passing 
while Stakem led the receiv
ing core with 90 yards on 
four catches. 

For Ohio, Brennon Norris 
went 9 of 13 for 119 yards 
while Black had 57 pass
ing yards and a TD. Bober 
hauled in six receptions for 
84 yards to lead the Ohio re
ceiving core. 

"It's just an honor. It was 
an honor to coach these 

guys," Connor said. "I 
thought my coaching staff 
did a great job all week and 
I thought the kids did what
ever they could all week 
long. These are 31 very spe
cial young men and they're 
parents should be proud of 
them." 

NOTE: There was a small 
scuffle near the end of the 
game after a roughing the 
punter penalty was· called 
on West Virginia. The pen
alty resulted in an automatic 
first down for Ohio where it 
kneeled to wind down the 
clock. 
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Dixon holds off Rosenqvist 
for 6th Mid-Ohio victory 

LEXINGTON, Ohio (AP) get around third-place Ryan 
- Scott Dixon's victory Hunter-Reay in the keyhole 
Sunday was a lot closer than part of the course, but end
his previous five at the Mid- ed up bumping Hunter-Reay 
Ohio Sports Car Course. and spinning off the track. 

cuit. 
Team owner Chip Ga

nassi gave the go-ahead for 
the two to race to the fin
ish. Rosenqvist und Dixon 
bumped but not enough to 
cause an accident that would 
have prevented a 1-2 team 
finish. 

Scott Dixon held o!! rook- Hunter-Reay of Andretti 
ie teammate Felix Rosen- Autosport was third, 1.16 
qvist by 0.0934 seconds in seconds behind Dixon. 
the Honda Indy 200 to put Newgarden blew a chance 
himself back in contention to add to his points lead over 
to defend his IndyCar sea- Alexander Rossi. Rossi 
son championship. struggled to fifth, but still 

"If it was someone else. 
I'd go a bit harder," Rosen
qvist said. "Being Scott, you 
know he's going to be fair. 
... Chip says !he first rule 
is don't take out your team
mate." 

It was the closest finish at reduced Newgarden's ad
Mid-Ohio and the third-clos- vantage to 16 points. 
est on a road course in In- Newgarden, who finished 
dyCar history. The Chip 14th, blamed himself for the 
Ganassi Racing driver from incident. Dixon finished on the red 

alternate tires that run foster 
but are less durable and he 
was losing seconds off his 
lead in the closing laps. 

New 2:ealand is third on the "I was trying to get on the 
career victory list with 46 podium," he said. "It was 

"I would have preferred my fault to force the issue." 
winning by 10 seconds in- Penske's Simon Pa
stead of banging wheels for genaud, who was sixth, is 57 
a few laps," Dixon said. points off the lead. Dixon is 
"It feels really good for the 62 back. There are four rac
sheer fact we haven't won es left. 

"We were closing on 
them but we came up a little 
short," Hunter-Reay said. 

Dixon sensed his advan
tage was slipping away. here since 2014." "It's a big shift," Dixon 

The final lap on the 13- said. "These are the kind of 
turn, 2.258-mileroad course weekends you need." 
featured an epic battle with The race to the checkered 
Rosenqvist - and a failed flag included lapped cars 
maneuver by points leader that put some space between 
Josef Newgarden of Team Dixon and Rosenqvist, who 
Penske. Newgarden tried to has not'won on the Indy cir-

"With about 15 (laps) to 
go, I was moaning to the 
team 1 have to pit again," he 
said. 

Rosenqvist got a closeup 
look at why Dixon is third in 
Indy victories. 

• Bober 
Continued from Page B1 

Bober, who caught 6 passes for 84 yards 
in the game, sold the initial move, Black 
delivered the pump fake and it was a touch

. down. 
"When I reported to camp, I definitely 

didn't see myself catching the game-win
ning touchdown," Bober admitted. "Catch
ing that (pass) and celebrating with my 
teammates after is something that I' 11 re
member forever. I was just honored to play 
in the game, but to cutch the winning the 
touchdown? That's something else." 

Though the Buckeye State had regained 
the lead, the defense had to stand tall once 
more. West Virginia drove deep into Ohio 
territory, but a sack from Indian Creek's Lo
gan Wilson on third down forced a desper
ation heave from Hirt, which Ohio knocked 
down. 

From there, the celebration was on. 
"We practiced really hard all week and 

it paid off for all of us," Bober said. "This 
game and experience is something all of us 
will probably tell our grandkids about." 

While Bober, Black, St. Clairsville's 
Brady Kolb, Shadyside's Connor Banco, 
Indian Creek's Brennon Norris highlighted 
the offensive side, the Ohio defense was 
up to the challenge even after taking some 
significant body blows from a talented and 
speedy West Virginia attack. 

The game-winning scoring drive was set 
up after Ohio's defense, which pressured 
West Virginia quarterback Wyatt Hirt all 
night long, forced one of its three turn
overs, as Union Local's Cal Kildow made a 
diving interception. 

That play bailed out the Buckeye of
fense, which had driven to the 2-yard line a 
drive prior only to fumble the ball away and 
seemingly give all of the momentum back 
to West Virginia. 

Other than getting back to their own 
beds, Bober and the majority of his team
mates hated to see the week end. 

Though many are just 18 or 19 years 
old, they seemed to already grasp that the 
OV AC Game is more than a football game 
and the memories it yields will last a life
time. 

"It was an experience of a lifetime," 
Bober said. "I made so_ many great mem-

ories in the week we were there. From the 
dorms to the field. I made a lot of new, real
ly good friends who I will continue to stay 
in touch with." • 

Many Ohio players and coaches were 
tweeting their thoughts into the wee hours 
of Sunday morning. 

Kildow, who is headed to Waynesburg, 
tweeted, "No experience like this past week. 
Incredible time with great dudes. Wouldn't 
have had it any other way.'' 

Tino Kusic, who turned in an exceptional 
performance on defense and special teams, 
tweeted. "Something I'll always remember, 
greatest game I ever played. #OH" 

Connor, who was coaching in ·the game 
for the first time, tweeted. "Thank you to an 
awesome group of kids. Coaching the Ohio 
All Stars was such an honor. What an effort 
tonight I They made Ohio. their communi
ties and schools so proud. I am so fortunate 
to lead this young men! I I will never forgot 
this week! I Thank you from the bottom of 
my heart!! 

While the players do the job on the field, 
Connor deserves more than a lion's share of 
the credit. The personable head coach was 
focused on winning this game from the time 
he accepted the position and it rubbed off on 
his players. • 

As one area coach told me, "Andrew 
Connor was all in for that game.'' 

Indeed he was. Actually. all of Ohio's 
roster was. And that paid off in the end. 

SETH'S SCOOPS 
THE THIRD quarter looked a lot like a 

St. Clairsville regular season game. Ohio 
decided to give Kolb, who was named game 
MVP by un online fan vote, the ball time 
and time again. 

Kolb finished with 24 carries for 102 
yards and a had a 28-yard touchdown run in 
the second quarter. 

MADONNA'S Andrea Alimario was 
crowned Queen of Queens. Area placers 
included: Bridgeport's Mary Grendel (Miss 
Congeniality), Martins Ferry's Zoei Weis
bans (fourth runnerup) and Shadyside's 
Morgan Vannest (second runnerup). 

Staskey can be reached via email at 
sstaskey@timeslcadcronlinc.com or at twit
ter.com!TLSportJSeth 

• Connor---------------
contlnued from Paga B1 

"We knew he (McWhort
er) was an excellent player, 
and when you put athletes 
on the field· like him in an 
all-star game anything can 
happen," Connor said Sun
day ·in a phone interview 
while taking a break from 
mowing his lawn. "But we 
felt we outworked them 
all week and did things the 
right way. Once we made 
the goal-line stand when 

• • " -••- 'l un.-r1 

week. They asked me to take 
part." 

Connor was highly com
plimentary of OV AC offi
cials for the superb nature of 
the event 

"The week was every
thing I thought it would be 
and more. People don't un
derstand all the things that 
go on behind the scenes," 
Connor noted. ''The OV AC 
is a first-class operation. 
'T'h,:,u fTpQf thP 1'irlc 11nN>lii:,.u_ 

Thirty-nine were represent
ed in the all-star game in 
some fashion. 

IN 49 years, the OV AC 
Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game has donat
ed more than $954,000 to 
charitable organizations and 
scholarships throughout the 
Ohio Valley. 

NATALIE MOU-
SOURAK.IS of Toronto and 
Kylee Kowalo-Bologna of 
1'.1forlnnm1 rlirPrtPrl fhf' cheer~ 
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Pholoo hy Alex Kozlowski 
Shadyslde's Connor Banco (44) Onds the end zone for a touchdown on the first drive to give Ohio a lead In the 74th Rndy 
Mnmley OV AC AU-Star Football Grune on Saturday ut Wheellng Island Stadium. 

St. C.'s· Kolb Named MVP -
As-Ohio Tops West Virginia 

Magnolia's Pat Mlrandy (9) breaks np a pass In the end zone In
tended for Indian Creek's Matt Mrunula. Llnsly's Jules Glovengo, 
fen, and Crunbrldge's Trent Valentine (11) are also In on the play. 

Buckeyes control tempo, hang on 
to· outlast Mountaineers, 21-1 7 

ByKYLELUTZ 
StalT Writer 

WHEELING - Controlling the tempo of the game is 
imperative to success. When it came to the second half, 
that's what Ohio Coach Andrew Connor thought his team 
did during the 74th annual OV AC Rudy Mumlcy All
Star Game Saturday night at Wheeling lshmd Stadium. 

The Buckeyes put together some key plays on both 
sides of the ball as it got past West Virginia 21-17 to se-
cure a victory. • 

"I give both teams credit," Ohio coach Andrew Con
nor said. "Both teams played hard out here and gave 
everything they had. I thou~t my team throughout the 
week practiced hard and I tlunk we \\ere ready to play 48 
minutes. I thought the second half of the game we really 
kind of tilted it toward us whether it w,Ls our defense or 
our offense. I thought we controlled the game toward the 
end of the third quarter." 

St Clairsville's Brady Kolb- was named the gan1e's 
MVP after a I 02-yard, one touchdown performance on 
24 carries. • 

His 28-yard scamper to the end zone with I :42 left in 
the first half tied the game at 14-14 where it l)'maincd as 
both teams went into the locker room for halftime. 

Please see Ohio, PaRe B4 

ONLINE EXTRA 

See more photos of the annual summer classic at 
www.theintelligencer.net • 

West Virginia 
quarterback 
Wyatt Hirt of 
Llnsly, lcfi, tries 
t_o get out of the 
pocket as 
Bcllalre's Cole 
LaRoche (12) 
gives chase and 
,Toho Marshall's 
Gavin Lockhart 
tries to block. 
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Omo 
Continued from Page B 1 
"This MVP award real- "That was a great high 

ly goes to the line," Kolb school football game," West 
said. "I thought they really Virginia coach Mike Eddy 
stepped up. We started off a said, "These kids committed 
little slow, but we got them an entire week of their life to 
up and the line led the way be apart of this. The OV AC 
and paved the way. It just did a great job of making it 
really means a lot to me. ' feel special for them. They 

Down 17-14, midway did exactly what you ask 
through the fourtl1 quar- . kids to do. They go out and 
ter, Connor put the ball in gave great effort from start 
Kolb's hands as Ohio drove to finish. That's what allows 
down the field and got on you to have great football 
the West Virginia I thanks games is by players giving • 
to a handful of direct snaps great efforts and they did 
to Kolb with him answering that." 
the bell. Hnan the ball 10 West Virginia looked to 
times during the drive. get things going on its sec-

However, right when it· ond possession of the sec
looked like the tide was ond half. With the help of 
turning in Ohio's favor, a 54-yard connection from 
Kolb fumbled a· snap and Hirt to Jack Stakem, the 
Nick Defelice recovered the Mountaineers managed to 
ball for West Virginia. get to the Ohio 4. . 

"We were pushing it and However, the Ohio de-
it's tough to always see a fense stood firm and. held 
turnover happen in a really West Virginia to a 21-yard 
important t1i:ne, but I kept field goal by Jonah Phares. 
my head up and my team • "That's how this game 
kept their heads up," Kolb goes," Eddy said. "That's 
srud. "They got me up, I got one of the things that makes 
them up and we kept going." it exciting and interesting. 

Even with its back against That's why young players 
the wall, Ohio stepped up have ·10 learn to be resil
in a big way. Cal Kildow ient. When those moments 
took advapta~e of a pass happen, they're still in the 
as a West VIrginia player game and they're still in 

· slipped down as he picked the :moment and they're not 
off Wyatt Hirt three plays overcome with emotion. We 
later that ·put Ohio in busi- talk to players all the time 
ness. about be passionate about 

On the next , Ohio of- what you're doing and don't 
fensive snap, Davis Black be emotional about wha.t 
connected with Kalb's high you're doing. Unfortun,ate
school teammate Craig zy at the end, tlmt's when 
Bober for 28 yards to make you see emotion instead 
it 21-1 7 with 6:06 remain- of passion. It's a fine line 
ing in the game. sometimes, but I couldn't 

"The two picks we had be prouder of these young 
in the second half were just men and what they d1d this 
phenomenal catches," Con- week." 
nor said. "It really helped Hirt finished the game 
our offense and we tilted with 155 yards passing 
the field and it really helped while Stakem led the re
out." ceiving core with 90 yards 

Ohio put the first points on four catches. 
on the board as it drove For Ohio, Brennon Norris 
down the field with an im- went 9 of 13 for 119 yards 
pressive opening drive as while Black had 57 pass
Connor Banco .crossed the ing yards and a TD. Bober 
goal line from 3 yards out to hauled in six receptions for 
make it 7-0. 84 yards to lead the Ohio 

West Virginia, thougq, receiving core. 
was able to hold Ohio in "It's just an honor. It was 
check for the majority of the an honor to coach these 
first half after that. guys," Connor said. "I 

De'Vaughn McWhorter thought my coaching staff 
was the equalizer for West did a great job all week and 
Virginia as he took his first .I thought the kids did what
handoff and went 76 yards ever they could all week 
to the house to tie it at 7-7. long. These are 31 very spe-

McWhorter wasn't done cial young men and they're 
there. On his second rush- parents should be proud of . 
ing attempt, he maneuvered them." • 
through the Ohio defense NOTE: There was a 
and gave the Mountaineers small scuffle near the end 
a 14-7 lead with 7:51 left of the game after a rough
until halftime. ing the punter penalty was 

The former Wheeling called on West Vir!linia. 
Park standout accounted for The ·penalty resulted m an 

• 102 yards on four carries automatic first- down· for 
and caught t!Jree passes for Ohio where it kneeled to 
24. wind down the clock. 


