1 don't eyen Know Now [0 Qescrioe e 1esi-
ing ... it's just nmazing,” Burkhalter said. “T am
at a loss for words right now.”

West Virginia's defense set up the game-
winning touchdown by hopping on an Ohio
fumbtle after the Buckeye State had knotted the
game at 13 and then forced a quick three-and- ! N SO MR R et i
out. Photo by Alex Kozlowski

After the Mountuineer offense had strugpled  Whesling Central and West Virginia quarterback Isaac Rine looks
to make a pass downfield during the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star
Footbail Game.

literally lost count. '

The two former Maroon Knights won’t
forget their latest — and last — hookup
probably ever.

With just nine seconds on the clock in Sat-
urday night’s 72nd annual OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Stur Football Game, Rine rolled
out and found Burkhalter open along the
sideline for an 8-yard touchdown to lift West
Virginia to u thrilling 20-13 viclory against
Ohio inside a jam-packed Dave Bruney

See CENTRAL, Page 13

W.Va. All-Stars
~Stun Ohio, 20-13

_Photo by Alex Kozlowskl
Magnolia and West Virginia runnin% back
Chase Street scrambles in for a touch-
down during the OVAC All-Star game .

Magnolia’s
Street Is
Voted MVP

Ran for two touchdowns,

82 yards on 16 carries

By CODY TOMER
Stafl Writer
MARTINS FERRY — The Annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Game is a tradition
oung football players in the Ohio Valley
ave wilnessed and dreamed about growing

up.
For Magnolia and West Virginia running
back Chase Street, that dream came (rue in a
big way during the 72nd edition of the contest
as he was voted the Most Valuable Player of
the game.
“This is an undescribable feeling,” Street

Photo by Alex Kozlowski
Left, Bishop Donahue and West Virginia wide receiver J.C. Custer looks for an opening during the OVAC
Rudy Mumley Ali-Star Football Game. Right, Weir and West Virginia running back Cody Enrietti attempts to

break a tackle duting & run,

Mountaineers score
winning TD with three
seconds remaining

said, “DI’ve always dreamt of playing in this By JOSH STROPE
game. ['ve scen all the guys that T Took up to Sports Editor
play in it and it is great. I am overwhelmed.” MARTINS FERRY — Call it a little bit of

Behind an offensive line that paved the way
for him all night, Street ran for two touch-
downs and 82 yards on 16 casrries, an average
of 5.1 yards o carry.

“Winning the MVP is just part of the game
but this line is the real MVP,” Street said.
“These guys did an outstanding job and we
were running right up the middle against some
of the best guys in the state of Qhio and we
were running it down their throats. These guys
are great.”

West Virginia coach John Durdines of
Bishop Donahue was thrilled te have a
weapon at the tailback position all night and
even when Street went down with a stinger, he
wus chomping at the bit to get back into the
netion.

“We were able to get some pushes as far as
run blocking and Chase just had an unbeliey-
able game,” Durdines soid.

See STREET, Page 14

redemption.

West Virginia’s John Burkhalter didn’t have his
best day Saturday night during the 72nd annval Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Game.

The all-state receiver was plagued by uncharacter-
istic drops, including a few that were gonaranteed
touchdowns.

Still. when the pame was one the line, there was no
question who the ball was going to.

The Wheeling Central connection of quarterback
Isaac Rine and his favorite target, Burkhalter, hooked
up on an 8-yard touchdown strike with three seconds
remaining to give West Virginia a thrilling 20-13
victory against Ohio at the Dave Bruney Football
Complex.,

“This feels great,” Burkhalter said.

*I have been coming here for 5o many years and
seen the reaction from other West Virginia teams when
they took the 'W* and that is exactly what I wanted.

g F.‘:Mdﬂl [ R

4,

Wheeling Park and West Virginia wide receiver Maezi
Mosby runs the ball during the OVAC All-Star Game.

Martins Ferry Proves Quality All-Star Venue

MARTINS FERRY — Wheeling
Island Stadium is home to the annual
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football
Game.

But it is nice to have an alternate site
that is up to the task when need be. The
Dave Bruney Football Complex acquit-
ted itself in sparkling fushion Saturday
night, serving as a substitute for a stadi-
um undergoing major repairs.

The venue change proved a blessing.

Despite rainy and oft-times stormy
conditions, Purple Rider Stadium was

See ALL-STARS, Puge 14

geous football facility.”

While the Martins Ferry community
delivered in all-star fashion, don't look
for a retumn to the Dave Bruney Complex
anylime soon. OVAC officials have no
plans on another trip to the Purple City
in the near future.

1 would propose bringing the game
back to Martins Ferry every three or
four years.

The Ferry braintrust has proven it is
up to the task and it would be a nice
change of pace. Moreover, the smaller

The open side was also filled
from end-to-end, seating
another 2,000-plus partisans.
Total atiendance fipures,
although not released as of yet,
will likely reach 6,000.

Last year's game on a dry
but sauna-like Saturday night
wis ployed in front of fewer
than 4,000 fans on the Island.

ARy pre-game concerns
about the Purple venue’s abili-
ty to host the all-star cotitest

ants also had plenty of room,

*1 um quite pleased with how
things went tonight,” Game
Director Bob Koch said.
“Everything went well. The
Mgrtins Ferry people did a great
job.”

OVAC Executive Secretary
Tom Rataiczak was also upbeat
with how the Purple-based pro-
ceedings played out, ‘

“Things went seimlessly, The
Martins Ferry officials were

packed. Having a covered grandstand failed to materialize. There was | Execulive wonderful to work with,” stadium yielded a more electric atmos-
that cun accommodate some 3,000 funs  ample parking while the Sports Editor Rataiczak said. phere.
proved a major factor for the large McDonald’s All-Star Band and “They shouid be proud of

turnout.

the Queen of Queens contest-

how things went. This is a gor-

See KAPRAL, Page 14
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LL-STARS

mtinued from Page 11)
Before that I made a
%le drops and that got in
ead a little bit, Coming
~n the stretch I told
self ‘it was going to
ne down to you.” I told
- other fellow receivers
» Chris (Brooke's Yachi-
that it is going to come
wn.to the wide receivers.
new this time I had to
ke the catch.”
With the game tied at 13-
and Ohio with the ball, a
led Pitch from Meadow-
yok's Konnor Roberts
ned into o loose ball.
hn Marshall's Jacob
rekes came up with it for
it Virginia on the Buck-
33 29, '
With four minutes on the
3ck, the Mountaineers
»d a heavy dose of Mag- |
lia’s Chase. Street and
eir's Cody Enrletii to |
1k the clock to the final
sonds. '
West Virginia almost
ughed up the ball, but
ne was able to recover a
mble and give the Moun-

ineers time for one final ¥

lick play with eight sec-
1ds on the clock.

ap, rolled to his right and
und Burkhalter at the edge
f the end zone for the
ime-winning score.

“We ran a double nickel
lere with John and Chris
‘achini ronning 12-yard
omeback routes,” West
‘irginia coach John Dur-
ines said. “We told Isaac to
ave an internal clock
ecause you have to get rid
f it. He made a helluva
iass and John made a a hel-
ova catch.

"(Desgaite the drops) T had
1o problem going back to
‘ohm. I played against him
'or four yesars.

jcouted him enough, We

were going to keep throw- |

ng him the rock. We knew

1e would be there when we .

1eeded him.”

Burkhalter finished with
five catches for 63 yards |

and a score.

Ohio got the scoring :

started with a 22-yard run
on 4 reverse by Buckeye
Trail's Carter Streiff in the
first quarter.

On the first play of the
second quarter, Street went
‘isnfrom yards to tie it at 6-

The Mountaineers took
their first lead as Street
found the end zone again,
this time from 25 ])]rm: as
he bounced off the line,
raced down the sideline and
beat an Ohio defender to the

ylon. - R
Street finished with a
game-high 82 yards rushing
to earn the Most Valuable
Plnger award.
hio seemed to grab the
momentum in the fourth
uarter, using an 11-piay,
8-yard drive that ended
with Steubenville’s Jolen
McGhee scoring on a run up
the middle to tie it at 13-13.
‘West Virginia went three-
and-out on the ensuing pos-
session and gave Ohio the
chance to drive for a game-
winning score.
Two plays later came the
lone Ohio turmnover.

Steubsnviile an
Rine took the shotgun o o= the ball as

linebacker Tyler

Tust mg:,I i
jame-planned for him, .

W T
By

Meadowbrook and Ohio qu
makes a play Saturday n!
Mumlay Ali-Star Foothall
“Shoulda, coulda, woul-
da,” Ohio coach Karl Justus
said. “Kids gave great effort
and (West Virginia) just

made one more play then
we did. They made it when
they needed it. We heiped
themm out n lot with penalties
and missed assignments, but
they made a great play
down in the end zone and
that was that.

“A blocked punt, o
blocked PAT, a fumble. A
lot of mistakes that hardly
ever hoppen. Take those
gway and maybe, who
knows?’

Game Note

m Much has been made
of this being the last game
for the Bishop Donahue

Photo by Alex Kozlowski

d Ohlo running back Jalen McGhee
Tyler Consolidated and West Virginia
Anderson moves in for a tackie.

Photo by Alex Kozlowskl

arterback Konnor Roberts
ht during the OVAC Rudy
ame.

coaching staff and its play-
ers. The coaches started the
game wearing the tradition-
al blue polo shirts for West
Virginia. At halftime, all the
coaches came out wearing
green Bishop Donahue
shirts.

“Coaches wanted to do
it,” Durdines said. “It meant
something to them. It was a
sign of respect and solidani-
ty. It was something the
Kids wanted them to do. If
you heard the chant at the
end, the chant was ‘Bishop
Donahue.’ They understand
it is a tough situation for us
and the kids with what hap-
pened to us, but what a way
to shine a little light on
Rishop for once.”

STREET

{Continued from Page 12)

“He is a tough kid. He
took a stinger out there but
ﬁﬂ kept wanlipg to go back

. The kid is just excited to
Eet back to running the foot-

all. He was so excited
about the orportunity to
carry the ball here and he
mede the most of his car-

ries.

_ Ohio ump;d on the board
in the first but Street took
over the game in the second
quarter, rushing for a 9-yard
touchdown to tie the game at
6-6 and a spectacular 25-
yard touchdown run to give
the Mountaineers a 13-6
lead.

*“There were holes every-
where for me,” Street said.
“These guys are incredible. I
am so proud of my team, my

Hats off to the Ohio team.
They fought like crazy and it
was a great game.”

The offensive line opened
the holes for Street to charge
through and West Virginia
lineman Travis Lowther of
Weir had one goal in mind.

“We were Just paving the
way for Sireet,” Lowther
said. “We have been grind-
ing in the offseason otice
we got here, we just applied
what we already had alon
with Coach Durdines
offense. It was a great expe-
rience.

“These kids are really
skilled and it was an honor
playing with them. I love
every one of them.”

Along with Durdines’
offensive schemes, the
offensive line coach,

extremely proud of the way
the men up froni plowed the
way for the MVP,

“They did a great job,”
Stamp said. “Trying to get
kids from all different
schools 10 play together as a
tenm is tough in n week’s
time. These kids really got
along well together undy they
gelled.

“These are tough kids and
I will remember how great
these kids were and how fun
it was being with these
coaches for the last time.
The OVAC All-Star Game
is a special thing because of
them and I'm sure the Ohio
coaches feel the same way
about their kids,”

Collectively, the West
Virginia offense ran for 95
yards in big part (o Street

coaches and everybody here, Howard  Stamp, was and the offensive line.
KAPRAL

{Continued from Page 11) & The McDonald's lowing the game’s final

It is nice to have quality All-Star Band is amazing.  play. B
options. Year-in and year-out the # I am a passionate Bish-

GAME NOTES band produces tremendous  op Donahue supporter and

m Al Glitch did a master- routines on just o few days  not happy with its short-
ful job serving a public of practice. sighted closure. However,
address announcer. _m Koch and Rataiczak the West Virginia assistant

W Chase Streets of Mag- did yeoman's work Satur-  coaches changed atire at
nolia earned game MVP day, turning in at least 14-  halftime, sporting Bisbop
honors. You could also have hour work days. Donahue coaching shirts
made a case for Wheeling The game did have a few  after intermission, despite
Central QB Isanc Rine. low-lights: being advised not to by

m No school produces W An Ohio player quit on  game officials. A better trib-
%](lun of Queens winners his team during the game ute would have been for the
like Wheeling Park. Kelly and exited the stadium; West Virginia players to
McCardle became the latest & A small but short-lived adom their helmets with &
Patriot to gain the coveted  Skirmish between o handful  Bishops’ decal and no other
crown Snturday night, of players took place fol- emblem.
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- (Continued from Page 11}
to move the ball, Rine and Burkhal-
ter were in sync on the final drive,
which was a short field.

West Virginia drove to the Ohio
8-yard line and then nearly had a
clock mishap before a time out wus
called.

“T knew we were going to sling it
from the get-go (on the final drive),
but they were stacking the second-
ary, 50 we were able to run the ball
effectively,” Rine said. “As soon as [
got the play call and Ohio called
time ouft as if they knew we were
going to try to go to John, I knew we
had it at that point. We just had to
execute it.”

Coming back to the huddle, Rine
and Burkhalter just glanced at each
other, knowing that the opportunity
was there.

“I gave lsaac that look like, ‘it's
Jjust me and you. Throw me the ball
and T"1l cateh it,”” Burkhalter said.

. According to Burkhalter, the route
was & 12-yard come back.

“QObviously, we had a short field,
so I had to cut it off early and bring
it back toward Isaac,” Burkhalter
said. “We ran it in practice and I did
well, so I just stuck to it.”

Rine and Burkhalter had some
near misses earlier in the game, too.
Rine threw the ball 21 times and
Burkhalter was targeted on some 15
of (hose.

“We were connecting (like we did
in high school) in practice all week
and were on the same page, but we
did this two-minute drill and when it
came down the stretch, I had a feel-
ing that we’d make a play.”

Rine finished §-o0f-21 for 73
yards with Burkhalter catching five
of those completions for 63 yards.

For Rine, winning was great and
the manner in which West Virginia
won was even better. But, the best
part for the future Marietta Pioneer
baseball player was winning it for
the Bishop Donahue coaching staff,
which was coaching together for the
final time.

Venue—

“I couldn’t imagine my school
closing and my dad (Jason} and my J
uncle (Mike Young) not being able
to coach together again,” Rine said.
"I can only imagine how rough this |,
is. This is my last football zame and §
that's hard enough.”

Burkhalter, who listed the game-
winner as one of the top achieve-
ments of his impressive prep sports §
career, also acknowledged how spe-
cial it was to win for the Donahue
staff. ’

“lI was doing it for the coaches E
because all I wanted to do was my §
part to help send them out on top,”
Burkhalter said.

The end of the night becamne emo- |
tional for many of the West Virginia [
players, including Rine. And it had f
very little to do with the outcome. |

“You show up on Saturday, check
in and you barely know any of these 1
guys,” Rine said. "Now, we're a.ll Phola by Alex Kozlowskl
brothers and non of us want this yyest vigginia's John Burknhalter, of Wheeling Central,
week o be over. Ending the way it |ogks 1o haul in a pass while Ohio's Zach Bigelow, of
did just makes it even more special.” St Clairsville, covers.

Continued from Page Bi

ple did a great job."

OVAC Executive Secretary Tom Rataiczak was also [

upbeat with how the Purple-

“Things went seam]ess]
were wonderful to work
should be proud of how
football facility.”

based proceedipgs played out.
y. The Martins Ferry officials
with,” Rataiczak said,
things went. This is a ZOrgeouis

“They

While the Martins Ferry community delivered in all-star

fashion, don't look for

d return to the Dave Bruney Com-

plex anytime soon. OVAC officials have no plans on

another trip to the Purple City in

the near future.

I would propose bringing the game ba i
Fe:?g' e;ery tlljnee or four years, & el to Martins
¢ berry braintrust has proven it is up to the task and it
would be a nice change of pace. Moreover, the smallelr
stadium yielded a more electric atmosphere.

It is nice to have
BUB

uality options,
A’S GAME BITS

AL GLITCH did a masterful Jjob serving a public address

announcer.

CHASE STREETS of Magnolia earned M
ors. You could also have made a case fo:ug D{;‘/nl;ceeli‘rfg (]%(e)g:

tral QB Isnac Rine.
NO SCHOOL produces

Queen of Queens winners like

Wheeling Park. Kelly McCardle became th i
to gain the coveted crown Saturday night. © fatest Patriot

THE McDONALD'S
and year-out the band
just a few days of pmctice,

KQCH_ AND Rataiczak did
turning in at least 14-hour work days.

All-Star Band is amazing. Year-in
produces tremendous routines on

yeoman’s work Saturday,

THE GAME did have a few low-lights:
An Ohio player quit on his team during the game and

exited the stadium;

A small but short-lived skirmish betw
players took place following the game's ﬁ;ealll ;la?yzfndml of

Iam a passionate

Bishop Donahue supporter and not

happy with its short-sighted closure. H.

ppy with it . However, the West
Virginia assistant coaches changed attire at ha]ftinsé
sporting Bishop Donahue coaching shirts after intermis.

Ston, despite being

3 advised not to
better tribute would have been for the

by game officials. A
West Virginia play-

ers to adomn their helmets with a Bishops' decal and no

other emblem,
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OVAC punishes W.Va. all-star coaches

The official ruling came Monday when in its last game since the school is being

- Staff’s pay docked
after it changed into
BD shirts at halftime

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

MARTINS FERRY - The Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference docked West Vir-
ginia’s coaching staff $300 of its financial
share from Sunday's 72nd annual Rudy

- Mumley OVAC All-Star Game.

[r——

Game Director Bob Koch
delivered the coaching staff’s
payment to West Virginia head
coach John Durdines.

The OVAC docked the
coaches” pay after the West
Virginia coaching staff -
despite being told not to by
confegence officials -
changed out of its game-issued
coaching shirt and into Bishop
Donahue motif to honor the
school, which was taking part

closed.

“We felt there needed to be
some penalty since they were
told not to and they did any-
way,” Koch said. “Some
believed that they shouldn't
have been paid at all.”

Each staff is paid $1,800
and how it's divided up
amongst the staff is up to the
coaches. West Virginia
received $1,500 of its share.

“The coaches wanted to de

it and it meant something to them,” Dur-
dines said moments after the game. “It was
no disrespect to the OVAC. It was a sign
of respect and solidarity (to Bishop Don-
ahue). The kids wanted and begged them
to do it because they understand, It’s a
tough situation. It was a way 1o shine a lit-
tle light on Bishop Donahue.”

The West Virginia staff coached the
first half in the navy blue shirt that was
provided, but changed for the second half.
Durdines, however, continued to wear his

Sees, OVAC, Page B2
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OVAC pays rest of stipend to W.Va. coaches

- Part of fee had been withheld after staff changed shirts at halftime of all-star game

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

MARTINS FERRY — ‘The
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
backtracked on its decision to
withhold $300 from the West
Virginia coaching staff Tuesday
afternoon.

Just 24 hours removed from
docking the West Virginia: staff,
OVAC Executive Secretary Tom
Rataiczak and Rudy Mumley All-
Star Game Director Bob Koch
met in the OVAC office' and
‘jointly agreed to pay the coaches
the rematning money that 1t ‘had

penalized it.

The West Virginia staff was
docked the money because it
went against conference orders
and changed shirts at halftime of
Saturday night's 72nd annual
game to honor Bishop Donahue,
which has been closed.

As news of the withholding
spread Monday, a firestorm came
with it as social media took off.
The majority of people who
spoke out chastised the confer-
ence’s stance.

“We made a decision to refurn
the money to because of the
uproar,” Rataiczak said. “Our

did.”

original decision wasn’t intended possibility of his staff wearing
to cause that. But, it did and we Bishop Donahue shirts in the sec-
felt moving forward that this ond half since-it would be the
was the best thing to do. I8 final time the staff was
honestly did not think (the [ {\) together and to pay one
original decision) would final homage to the
create the furor that i school  where they

ttended. The OVAC
enied that request, but
te Mountain State coach-
es opted to do it anyway.

The OVAC issued both
staffs a.coaching shir
which it intended to-be
worn to all activities duy-
ing the week as well as the
game. meney and it’s o shame it had to

However, West Virginia head go down like it did,” Durdines
coach John Durdines approached said via text message. “This never
the OVAC officials about the affected me or the incredible

and many

“1t was never about the

week I had with the young men,
culminating with a thritling victo-
ry. [ was sad for the OVAC. It is
the best conference, but in order
to remain the best they are going
to put the (players, coaches and
officials) who make it the best
their priority..I no longer have a
dog in the fight, but I love high
school sports and I want to see
(the OVAC) continue to thrive,”
Though West Virginia received
its full f 1,800 stipend, Rataiczak,
Koch and the entire Mumley
Game comuuittee plan to meet in
the coming weeks to discuss the

See, OVAC, Page B2

PORTS

Sunday,
June 25, 2017

OVAC All- Star grld rosters set

By SETH STASKEY
;TImes Leader Sports Editor

MARTINS FERRY — The venue is set.
And now the rosters are set. ,

It"s full steam ahead, at this point, for
the 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley
All-Star Charity Football Classic, which
will kick off at 7:15 p.m. on' Saturday,
July 22 at Martins Ferry's Dave Bruney
Football Complex.

Barring late scratches and/or changes,
both Ohio head coach Karl Justus and
West Virginia bead coach John Durdines
have finalized their rosters and are now

awaiting the opening of the week-long
camp, which will be held once again at
Bethany College, starting on July 135.
DURDINES earned the right to guide
the Mountain State for the first time in his
career after his Bishop Donahue squad fin-
ished 6-4 and won the Class. 1A confer-

ence title. Though he knew it was the

small-school ¢lass’ turn to coach; he didn’t
realize at the end of last season that it
would be the final time he represents the
Bishops.

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
opted to close the school at the end of the
recently completed academic year.

“Anytime you get to coach in this game
it's a huge honor, but it definitely has more
meaning for me and my staff because it
turns out that it will be our last game
together and represemmg Bishop Don-
ahue,” Durdines said. “We earned this by
winning the OVAC, which 1 like most
about it.”

Asa compctitor, Durdines has never
stepped foot on a football field not wanting
to win,

Next moath’s clash will be no different,
but he admits that there are “a few more ;
logs on the fire” of motivation. i

Sesa, OVAC, Page B2 |
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smooth OVAC
game relocation

MARTINS FERRY - The OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Game has long been
associated with Wheeling Island Stadium.

Conference officlais, however, were
forced to move out of their comfort zone
with the game's venue this time around.
That was a result of a stadium in need of
some major repairs, likely closing the
facility until October.

The Martins Ferry School District made
a successful pitch to serve as the alternate
gite, winning out over several other suit-
ors. Saturday night's game at the Dave
Bruhey Football Complex marked just the
third time the OVAC all-star clash has
been played off the Island.

The move across the Ohio River played
out seamlessly, due to solid teamwork,
cooperation and communication by
OVAC officials and the Ferry administra-
tion. .

“Cpach Kim (Appolloni), Coach Dave
(Bruney) and I have met with Tom
Rataiczak and Game Director Bob Koch
on seversl occasions. We also have met
with city officials including Mayor Kra-
jnyak, Chief John MacFarland, Water
Superintendent Bill Suto, EMS Coordina-
tor Dave Snyder and Fire Chief Mike
Cooper to make sure everything was in
place,” Martins Ferry Schools Superin-
tendent Jim Fogle said. “The event is
extremely large and it's an awesome wdy
to showcase the talents of our students in
the OVAC. Coach Kim has been the main
cog for the organization of this production.

“Todd Yoder and myself put some time
into this event, but Coach Kim has worked
tirelessly with the OVAC brass 10 make it
n memotable night for the participanis.
She has also organized several volunteers
to work game night,” he added.

“Mr, Yoder and I have overseen many
updates to the Dave Bruney Football

Cgm%%..q;nnging from the tugf, replace- -
ment;ga exiscarehos

paipti.asphalt,ncxiscarehoatd..
and updﬁﬁfé%amﬁ? tl’lie m,“ he

added. "It's been quite sometime since
we've done any updates to the stadium.
The cooperation between the OVAC, the
city and our school officials has been
tremefidous.”

, Fogle's thoughts are echoed by Appol-
oni,

“Bob Koch and Rat have this game down
to a science. The amount of time and ener-
gy they have placed into this event is mind
boggling. They have guided us along the
way. Basically we have turned our com-
plex over to them and will provide the
manpower to hopefully pull it off,” Appol-
loni said. “We could not have done this
without the support of the city administra-
tion and Larry Deaton, who as always, is
the backbone of the boosters support. Mr.
Fogle, Mr. Yoder and Coach Dave have
speat a tremendous amount of man hours
making sure the facility looks top-notch.
The complex has undergone a complete
facelift with new turf, painting and asphalt
work and our new scoreboard.

“We are so excited and honored to be
able to host the all-star game. It is a long-
standing Ohio Valley tradition. Basically
it kicks off the start of football in the val-
ley, and football is so important to the
communities up and down the river and
throughout our entire area,” she offered.
“We are so fortunate here in Martins Ferry
to have the support from not only our
administration but also from the entire

city."

Rataiczak was praiseworthy with the

efforts put forth by the Purple people 0
make such an immense relocation come o

fruition.

“To move a game such as this, with all

the pieces needed to pull it off, is a monu-
mental and stressful undertaking. When
you are used to having everything the
same, everything in place, everything
lined up, as we were 50 used to at Wheel;
ing Tsland, it's chalienge to say the h?nst,

the OVAC executive-secretary said. ‘ That
being said, Dave Bruney and Kim Appol-
loni have been unbelievable, Everything
they could possibly do to smooth the tran-
sition, they've done. You have to. realize
that they are doing 2 lot of work at the
field to get ready for their own season,

work that would normaily be stretched out
for another month, 50 they are facing a
huge tnsk themselves to get ready for the
ame.
’ wWe are very grateful io the administra-
tion, board, police department, puglness,
everyone who has been so willing to
showcase their facility and their town,
Rataiczak said. “The conference 1s truly
blessed to have people like Ohio County
and Martins Ferry so willing to pitch in
and help out to make this game a special
event for the kids.”
OVERBLOWN ISSUE
SPEAKING OF the OVAC football

See, OVAC, Page B4
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“Bishop Donahue gave
me an opportunity and it’s a
shame-what has happened
and how cowardly it hap-
pened,” Durdines said. “1
owe everything I am to
Bishop Donahue. They
gave me a chance and it
really upsets me for the
kids, I know the kids will
heal and move on, but [
also know how sad and
upset they are. So, T do
have extra fuel for this
game.”

Durdines will get to
coach three of his own
players one more time, too.
Jimmy Hull, J.C. Custer
and Trey Miller will don
their B.D. helmet one more
time,

“It's great that we get to
share (this game) with three
of our own guys,” Durdines
said. “And the three kids
we chose deserve to be on
this team, regardless of who
is coaching,”

Donahue isn't the only -

schogl being represented in
the game for the last time.
Tyler Consolidated has
withdrawn from the OVAC
for the coming school year,
so Tyler Anderson and Jace
Reed will represent the Sil-
ver Knights in their final
soitee.

Weir led the Mountain
State roster with five selec-
tions. Wheeling Park,
Wheeling Central, Parkers-
burg South and University
join B.D. with a trio of
players.

“Choosing the roster is
unbelievably tough,” Dur-
dines said. “There are so
many goed kids who you
can’t take. And you have to
play o game, so you can't
just take 32 players. We

have kids who excelled on -

their teams, but there’s just
so much talent. We're very

excited with the kids we .

have.”
JUSTUS was the head

coach at Conotton Valley !
Iast season and by virtue of !
being the highest-finishing

‘Ohio school in Class 1A,

earned the right to guide the |

Buckeye State. It's his first
all-star game assignment.

He won’t be returning to
the Rockets’ sideline, how-
ever. He's accepted a posi-
tion as an assistant coach at
Hocking College, which just
started football two years
ogo,

game is a way fo honer
some of your seniors. How-
ever, the Rockets have nary
a player on the roster, but
Justus pointed out one was
chosen and elected not to

play.

The complete rosters .are
as follows:

OHIO

Tarry Adkins, Beaver Local;
Jesse Ball, Harrison Central;
Zach Bi Iow St. Clalrsville;
Garth C arlton Cambridge;
Robert Coppa, indian Crosk;
Ban Davis, Toronto; Jack
Davls, Martins Femry; Tray Eler-
ick, St. Clalrsville; Zack Gill,
East Liverpool; Jarett Hooper,
Maonroe Cantral; Justyn Keyser,
Bailaire; Dylan Kidder, East Liv-
arpool; Mason Ladyga, River;
Casay Lawts Fort Frys, W[llam
Lowe, Cambrldﬁ Luke
Matuslk, River; Austin Mayﬂeld
East leerpool Jalen McGae,
Steubenville; Donnia Meadows,
Shadyside; Sean Millard, Buck-
aye Local; Drone Monrs.
Steubenville; Freddie Plum,
East Liverpool; Troy Ponllus,
Buokaye Trall; Konnor Roberts,
Meadowbrook; Sam Robinson,
Indian Creek; Cody Saksa,
Rivar; Carter Strelif, Buckeye

Trait; Branton Stull, Harrlson
Central; Max Tlce, Toronto.
Dom Wailaca Marlins Fer
Kyle Wilson, Buckaye Tra
Danny Zdinak Toronto; Zane
Zlmish, Steubenville
WEST VIRGINIA

Jordan Allen, Weir; Tyler
Andarson, Tyler; DYIan Baker,
Wheeliwg’1 entral; Haydan
Barr valing Park; John

* Burkhalter, Wheeling Central;

Danta Carlier, Morgantown;
J.C. Custer, Bishop Donahug;
Alex Edgell, Brooke; Gody Enrl-
etti, Welr; Brant Freeland,
South Adam Frisco, Unhrers[ty,
Gage Glovengo, Linsly; Bran-
dan Hall, South; Haydan Hizer,
Paden Clty. Jlrnmy Hull, Bishop
Donshue; Lander Jamas,
Camaron; Jacob Kergkes, John
Marshall; Logan Kranis, Oak
Glen; Travls Lowther, Walr;
Zack Martin, University;
Michael Meaige, Wheeling
Park; TreY Miller, Bishop Dan-
ahus; Mlchael Miils, Walir;
Jacob Murrat', Linsly; Peyton
Powroznik, Univarsity; Jack
Raitz, South; Jace Read, Tyler;
Isaac Aing, Wheellng Central;
Donovan Spencer, Welr,;
Michael Starcher, Cameron;
Chase Streat, Magnolia; Zach
Torbelt, Wheeling Park; Chrls
Yachinl, Brooke. .
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focus o the collegiate level,
he spent a lot of time look-
ing at prep film to gauge
which players to select for
this summer’s game.
“Finding players wasn’t
tough,” Justus said. “Elimi-

nating players was the.
toughest part. With so many

good players in the Ohio
Valley, narrowing it down
io 32 players makes it really
challenging.”

Justus represented 18
schools with his selections
and only one school (East
Liverpool) received more
than three bids. Other
schools with three players
chosen were River, Buckeye
Trail, Toronto and

Steubenville. The OVAC.

limits a school to three
picks, but the Potters
received a fourth because
the kicker doesn’t count
toward the maximum num-
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Chto’s Garth Chariton {40) of Cambridge tangles
with West Virginia's Jack Raitz (55), of Parkersburg
South during the 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley
All-Star Football Game at Martins Ferry’s Purple

Rider Stadium on Saturday.
By JEFF HARRISON Martins
The Daily Jeffersonian Ferry's Pur-
: ple Rider
MARTINS FERRY — It Stadium.
came down to a roll of the When
dice in the final seconds Ohio scored
and the Wheeling Central with 6:38 re-
combination of Isaac Rine maining to tie the score at
and John Burkhalter deliv- 13-13, it appeared the game

ered a “seven”, liftidg West
Virginia to a 20-13 victory
over Ohio in the 72nd an-
nual OVAC Rudy Mumley
All-Star Football Game
played Saturday night at

could go to overtime for
the first time ever, but a
fumble by the Buckeye
State sguad with four min-
utes remaining set the
West Virginians up at the

Ohio's Kyle Wilsan (54) of Buckeye Trall waits from his defensive line spot for
Waest Virginia to snap the football the 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star

Rachel Layton/ The Dally Jeffersonian/buyjeffphotos.com
Ohio’'s Troy Pontius of Buckeye Trail {4) and
William Lowe of Cambridge (6) work in tandem on
defense during the 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley
All-Star Football Game at Martins Ferry's Purple
Rider Stadium on Saturday

Ohio 30-year line with 4:48
to play.

West Virginia went to ..
work on the ground, with
Magnolia’s Chase Street
and Weir's Cody Enriett
helping to advance the ball
to the Ohio seven-yard line,

A one-yard loss left West
Virginia with a second-and-
goal at the eigh, but only

+

eight seconds remained and
while a field goal would
have won the game, Coach
John Durdines turned river-
boat gambler and opted for
one more shot at a TD.

" Quarterback Rine and re-
ceiver Burkharlter deliv-

Football Game at Martins Ferry’s Purple Rider Stadlum on Saturday.

ered bigtime, connecting
on 4 TD pass in the ex-
treme right of the end zone
for the dramatic game-win-
ning score, Michael Mills of
Weir added the PAT, and
all that remained was the
ensuing kickoff which
ended the game.

“Im so happy for these
kids...they busted their
butts all week,” said West
Virginia coach John Dur-
dines .They definitely de-
serve this win tonight.

Ohio’s Carter Streiff of Buckeye Trall (22) scores

the gama’s first touchdown as West Virginia's Lance
Collins of Linsly {8) arrives too late during Saturday’s
72nd OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football game at
Martins Ferry's Purple Rider Stadium.

41 told these kids this
was my last game as a head
coach and I wouldn't want
to do it with any other
group of kids,” he said, “T'im
not just talking about tal-
ent. The character and
class of these kids is top-
notch.”

West Virginia has now
won the annual mid-sum-
mer classic three years in a
row and for the sixth time
in the last eight years. Ohio
gtill leads the overall series,
43-28-1 including 28-17-1
since the OVAC assumed
sponsorship of the game in
1972,

Ohio opened the scoring
at the 6:51 mark of the first

Ohio quarterback Konnor Roberts from
Meadowhrook {14} looks to pass as West Virginla's
Jack Raitz of Parkersburg South (5) closes In during

Stadium.

Saturday’s 72nd OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star
Football game at Martins Ferry’s Purple Rider

gquarter, with Buckeye
Trail's Carter Streiff taking
a reverse to the right side,
executing a couple of nifty
moves and scoring on a 20-
yard run.

West Virginia's Tyler
Anderson of Tyler Consoli-
dated blocked the PAT, but
Ohio was on top by a 60
count.

The Mountain State
squad evened the count at
6-6 on the first snap of the
second period, with Mag-
nolia’s Street tallying on a
nine-yard run. A missed

See Page B3 | Wins
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PAT left the game dead-
locked with 11:55 left in
the first hallf,

West Virginia moved in
front 13-6 at the 3:43 junc-
ture of round number two,
with Street again getting
his second score of the
night on a 25yard TD run.
Weir's Miils tacked on the
extra-point, .

Ohio scored the equal-
izer in the fourth quarter
thanks to a 12-play, 68-yard
drive which featured a cou-
ple of solid runs by Fort
Frye's Casey Lewis and a
clutch seven-yard gainer by
Cambridge’s Garth Charl-
ton on a fourth-and-five at
the West Virginia 12,

Two plays later,
Steubenville’s  Jalen
McGhee followed Charlton
up the middle for a 10-yard
TD, with the point-after
kick by East Liverpools
Dylan Kidder knotting the
count at 13-all and setting
the stage for exciting fin-

offered Ohio coach Karl
Justus, “The kids gave
great effort; they just made
one more play than we did.

“We helped them out a
lot with penalties and
missed assignments,” he
continued, “but despite all
that it came down to a
great play af the end.”

Rine completed 8-0f-20
passes for 74 yards with
one interception (by
Toronto's Danny Zdinak)
for West Virginia, with
Burkhalter catching five
passes for 64 yards and the
game-winner.

Streets finished with 16
carries for B2 yard and two
TDs, and he was named the
game’s MVP in an on-line
voting by the fans,

“Ohio got a lot of pres-
sure on us and took us out
of our pass game,” said
Coach Durdines, “but what
a game Chase Street had,
He and Cody (Enrietti) got
us a lot of tough yards
tonight.”

Steubenville's McGhee
gained 49 yards and Fort

Rachel Layton/ The Daily Jeffersonian/buyjeffphotos.com

Ohio’s William Lowe of Cambridge (6) lacks horns with West Virginia’s Chris Yachino of Brooke during the
72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game at Martins Ferry's Purple Rider Stadium on
Saturday. Also plctured is Ohlo's Luke Matustk from River (61).

Frye's Lewis added 31 on

ish,
“Shoulda...coulda...woulda,the ground for Ohio. QBs

Austin Mayfield of East
Liverpool and Konnor
Roberts of Meadowbrook
were just 3-0f-8 combined
for 21 passing yards.

EXTRA POINTS
--After wearing their

West Virﬁa bhue shirts in
the first half, the coaching
staff switched to their
Bishop Donahue green
shirts at halftime as a trib-
ute to their school which
has closed its doors.

-“The coaches wanted
to do it and the kids
wanted them to do it,”
said Coach Durdines,
“You could hear them
chanting ‘Bishop Don-
shue’ at the end for us be-
cauge they understand it's
a tough situation for us
and for the kids there, and
what a way to shine a lit-
tle light on the school
tonight.”

--Meadowbrook High
grad Kyle Roberts (hrother
of Ohio QB Konnor
Roberts) got a chance to
show off his pass, punt and
kick skills at the end of the

first quarter. His attempt at
a 45-yard field goal on the
field where Lou ‘The Toe'
Groza once kicked came up
a little {or more accurately
a lot) short.

~The OVAC McDonald’s
AN-Star Band once again
put on a terrific perfor-
mance both in the pregame
and halftime.

~Wheeling Park’s Kelly
McCardle was crowned the
2017 OVAC Queen of
Queens. The first runner-up
was Shadyside’s Ashley Vis-
nic.

--Officials at Martins
Ferry did an outstanding
job of hosting the game
which was played outside
of Wheeling Island Sta-
dium for only the third
time. Purple Rider Sta-
dium looked resplendent
with its newly-installed
turf and scoreboard/mes-
sage board and everything
appeared to run smoothly
thanks to the efforts of
Athletic Director Kim Ap-
polloni, Coach Dave
Bruney and Superinten-
dent Jim Fogle along with
countless others,
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—— QVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game

Central Duo Connect One Fia Time

Rine, Burkhalter hookup
in final seconds to secure
victory for West Virginia

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intclligencer

MARTINS FERRY — Isaac Rine and
John Burkhalter hooked up so many times in
the Wheeling Central passing game that both
literally lost count.

The two former Maroon Knights won't
forget their latest — and last — hookup
probably ever.

With just nine seconds on the clock in Sat-
urday night’s 72nd annual OVAC Rudy
Mumley EII-Stm‘ Football Game, Rine rolled
out and found Burkhalter open along the
sideline for an 8-yard touchdown to lift West
Virginia to n thrilling 20-13 victory against
Ohio inside a jam-packed Dave Bruney

Football Complex.

“I knew that John and I, after a few of the
miscues we had early on, were going to have
to make a play to win this game,” Rine said
moments after the clock turned to all zeroes.
“John and I ran that route to death in high
school, so it worked out for us,”

Burkhalter, who caught five passes in the
game, stoed and simply tried to tnke the whole
thing in-as his Mountaineer teammates cele-
brated and posed for pictures.

“I don’t even know how to describe the feel-
ing ... it's just amazing,” Burkhalter said. “I am
at a Joss for words right now.”

West Virginin's defense set up the game-
winning touchdown by hopping on an Ohio
fumble after the Buckeye State had knotted the
game at 13 and then forced a quick three-and-
out. :

After the Mountaineer offense had struggled

Photo by Alex Kozlowskl
Wheeling Central and Wast Virginia quarterback Isaac Rine looks
to make a pass downfield during the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star

See CENTRAL, Page 13 Football Game.

. Photo by Alex Kozlowskl
Magnolia and West Virginia runnin? bagk
Chase Street scrambles in for a touch-
down during the OVAC All-Star game .

Magnolia’s
Street Is
Voted MVP

Ran for two touchdowns,

82 yards on 16 carries

By CODY TOMER
Staff Writer
MARTINS FERRY — The Annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Game is a tradition
oung football players in the Ohio Valley
ave witnessed and dreamed about growing

up.

For Magnolia and West Virginia running
buck Chase Street, that dream came true in a
big way during the 72nd edition of the contest
as he was voted the Most Valuable Flayer of
the game.

“This is an undescribable feeling,” Street
said. “I’ve always dreamt of p]a{ing in this
game. I've seen all the guys that [ ook up to
play in it and it is great, [ am overwhelmed,”

Behind an offensive line that paved the way
for him all night, Street ran for two touch-
downs and 82 yards on 16 carries, an average
of 5.1 yards a carry.

“Winning the MVP is just part of the game
but this line is the real M\&’," Street said.
“These guys did an outstanding job and we
were running right up the middle against some
of the best guys in the state of Ohio and we
were running it down their throats, These guys
are great.”

West Virginia coach John Durdines of
Bishop Donahue was thrilled to have a
weapon at the tailback position all night and
even when Street went down with a stinger, he

was chomping at the bit to get back into the .

action.

“We were able to get some pushes as far as
run blocking and Chase just had an unbeliev-
able game,” Durdines said.

See STREET, Page 14

W.Va. All-Stars
Stun Ohio, 20-13

R A

I

Photo by Alex Kozlowski

Left, Bishop Donahue and West Virginia wide receiver J.C. Custer looks for an opening during the OVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Right, Weir and West Virginia running back Cody Enrietti attempts to

break a tackle during a run.
Mountaineers score

winning TD with three

seconds remaining

By JOSH STROPE
Sports Editor

MARTINS FERRY — Call it a little bit of
redemption.

West Virginia's John Burkhalter didn't have his
best day Saturday night during the 72nd annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Game.

The all-stale receiver was plagued by uncharacter-
istic drops, including a few thut were guaranteed
touchdowns.

" e ' Still, when the game was one the ling, there was no
BYELE : oo o guestion who the ball was going to.

2 ' The Wheeling Central connection of quarterback
Isaac Rine and his favorite target, Burkhalter, hooked
up ont an B-yard touchdown strike with three seconds
remaining to give West Virginia a thrilling 20-13
victary against Ohio at the Dave Bruney Football
Complex.

“This feels great,” Burkhalter said.

“1 have been coming here for 50 many yeurs and
seen the reaction from other West Virginia teams when
they took the “W" and that is exactly what I wanted.

B

. 3
N Rl et

Wheeling Park and West Virginia wide recelver Maezi
Mosby runs the ball during the OVAC All-Star Game.

Jee ALL-STARS, Page 14
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* Late TD pass sparks
W.Va. past Buckeyes

By JOSH STROPE
Far The Times Leader

MARTINS FERRY - Call it a little bit
of redemption,

West Virginin's John Burkhalter didn’t
have his best day Saturday night during the
72nd annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Football Game. The all-state receiver
was plagued by uncharacteristic drops,
including a few that were guaranteed
touchdowns.

Still, when the game was one the line,
there was no question who the ball was
going to. :

The Wheeling Central connection of
quarterback Isaac Rine and his favorite tar-
get, Burkhatter, hooked up on an 8-yard
touchdown strike with three seconds
remaining to give West Virginia a thriiling
20-13 victory against Ohio at the Dave
Bruney Football Complex.

“This feels great,” Burkhalter said. “I
have been coming here for so many years
and seen the reaction from other West Vir-
ginia teams when they took the *W' and
that is exactly what I wanted.

“Before that I made a couple drops and
that got in my head a little bit. Coming
. down the stretch I told myself ‘it'was
going to come down to you.’ I told my
other fellow receivers like Chris (Brooke's
Yachini} that it is going to come down to
the wide receivers. I knew this time I had
to make the catch.” v

With the game tied at 13-13 and Ohio
with the ball, a failed pitch from Meadow-

brook’s Konnor Roberts turned into a loose [

ball. John Marshall’s Jacob Kerekes came
up with it for West Virginin on the Buck-
eyes 29,

AT LEFT: Ohio running back Carter Strelff
runs through an attempted West Virginia
tackle for a first down during the first half
| of Saturday’'s OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star
-Football Game at Martins Ferry's Dave
Bruney Foothall Complex.
ABOVE: West Virginia's Gage Giovengo Is
stacked up by a host of Ohio tacklers dur-
ing Saturday’s game. The West Virginia
squad prevailed, 20-13.

T-L Photos/ALEX KOZLOWSK!}

rginia takes down Ohio

Robert “Bubba™ Kapral
Exscutive Sports Editor

Ferry proves
ideal all-star
game venue

MARTINS FERRY - Wheeling Island Stodi-
um is home to the annual OVAC Rudy Mumley
All-Star Football Game.

But it is nice to have an alternate site that is
up to the task when need be. The Dave Bruney
Football Comci)]ex acquitted jtself in sparkling
fashion Saturday night, serving ns a substitute
for a stadium undergoing major repairs.

The venue change proved a blessing,

Despite rainy and oft-times stormy conditions,
Purple Rider Stadium was packed. Having a
covered grandstand that can accommodanie some
3,000 fans proved a major factor for the large
turnout,

The open side was also filled from end-to-end,
seating another 2,000-plus partisans. Total
attendance figures, although not released as of
yet, wilt likely reach 6,000,

Last year's game on a dry but sauna-like Satur-
day night was played in front of fewer than
4,000 fans on the Island.

Any pre-game concerns about the Purple

venue's ability to host the all-star contest failed
to materialize. There was ample parking while
the McDonald's All-Star Band and the Queen of
Queens contestants also had plenty of room.

*1I am quite pleased with how things went

With four minutes on the clock, the WEST VIRGINIA punt return Maezi Mosby is wrapped up by Ohio's
Mountaineers used a heavy dose of Mag- Justyn Keyser during the first half of Saturday’s annual OVAC Rudy
Mumnley Ali-Star Football Game. The Wast Virginia all stars prevailed in
the gams, 20-13. ~

tonight,” Game Director Bob Koch said.
“Bverything went well, The Martins Ferry peo-

See, LATE, Page B2 See, VENUE, Page B3

IR B n k
Touchdown pass was like old
] )
S times for Rine and Burkhalter
GINIA quarter- s By SETH STASKEY All-Star Football Game, Rine high school, so it worked out for
back Isaac Rine § Times Leader Sports Editor rolled out and found Burkhalter us.”
looks to pass open along the sideline for an 8- Burkhalter, who caught five

dUTlnCI the fiI‘St MART]:NS FERRY - Isaﬂc vard tanrhdnuwn tn 1ift Wacet mnaccae in tho anma otnnd and



« Late TD pass sparks
W.Va. past Buckeyes

By JOSH STROPE
For The Times Leader

of redemption.

West Virginia’s John Burkhalter didn't
have his best day Saturday night during the
72nd annual Rudy Mumley OVIAC All-
Star Football Game. The all-state receiver

. was plagued by uncharacteristic drops,
including a few that|were guaranteed
touchdowns. k

-Still, when the gamei was oue,the line,

there was o questlo who the cba]l was
. going to.
The Wheelmg Centrnl connection of

get, Burkhalter, hooked up on an 8-yard
touchdown strike with three seconds

20-113 victory against igO]Jio at the Dave
Bruney Football Compléx.

‘have been coming here for 50 many years
and seen the reaction from other West Vir-
ginia teams when they took the ‘W’ and
that is exactly what I wanted.

“Before that I made a couple drops and

. down the stretch I told myself ‘it was
going to come down to you.' I told my
other fellow receivers like Chris (Brooke's
Yachini) that it is going to come down to
the wide receivers. I knew this time I had
to make the catch.”

With the game tied at 13 13 and Ohio
with the ball, a failed pitch from Meadow-
brook’s Konnor Roberts turned into a loose
ball. John Muarshall’s Jacob Kerekes came
up with it for West V1rgm1:1 on the Buck-
eyes 29,

With four minutes on the clock, the
Mountaineers used a heavy dose of Mag-

See, LATE, Page B2

WEST VIR-

MARTINS FERRY — Call it  little bit |

quarterback Isaac Rine and his favorite tar- §
remaining to give WestiVirginia g thrilling

“This feels great,” Burkhalter said. “I :

that got in my head a little bit. Coming }

AT LEFT: Ohio running back Carter Streiff
runs through an attempted West Virginia
tackle for a first down during the first half
of Saturday’s OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star
Football Game at Martins Ferry’s Dave
Bruney Football Complex.

ABOVE: West Virginia's Gage Giovengo is
stacked up by a host of Ohio tacklers dur-
ing Saturday’'s game. The West Virginia
squad prevailed, 20-13.

T-L Photos/ALEX KOZLOWSKI

Robert “Bubba” Kapral
Exacutlve Sports Editor

Ferry proves
ideal all-star
game venue

"MARTINS FERRY - Wheelmg Island Smdt-
uim is home to the annuat OVAC Rudy Mumiey
All-Star Football Game,

But it is nice to have an a]temnte site that is
up to the task when need be. The Dave Bruney
Fooiball Complex acquitted itself in sparkling
fashion Saturday night, serving a8 a substitute
for a stadium undergoing major repairs.

The venue change proved a blessing.

Despite rainy and oft-times stormy conditions,
Purple Rider Stadium was packed. Having a
covered grandstand that can accommodate some
3,000 fans proved a major factor for the large
turnout.

The open side was also filled from end-to-end,
seating another 2,000-plus partisans. Total
attendance figures, although not released as of
yet, will likely reach 6,000.

Last year's game on a dry but sauna-like Satur-
day night was played in front of fewer than
4,000 fans on the Island.

Any pre-game concerns nbout the Purple
venue's obility to host the all-star contest failed
to materialize. There was ample parking while
the McDonald's All-Star Band and the Queen of
Queens contestants also had plenty :of room.

“I am quite pleased with how'things went
tonight," Game Director Bob'Koch said.
“Everything went well. The Martins Ferry peo-

EST VIRGINIA punt return Maezi Mosby is wrapped up by Ohio’s
Justyn Keyser during the first half of Saturday’s annual OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game. The West Virginia all stars prevailed in

the game, 20-13. See, VENUE, Page B3

Touchdown pass was like old
times for Rine and Burkhalter

GINIA quarter-
back |saac Rine
locks to pass
during the first
half of Satur-
day's OVAC

- Rudy Mumley
All-Star Football
Game.

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

By CODY TOMER

For The Times Leader

MARTINS FERRY — The Annual Rudy

Street runs to Qarﬁ'éﬁMVP honors

game. I've seen all the guys that I look up to
play in it and it is great. [ am overwhelmed.”
Behind an offensive line that paved the way

MARTINS FERRY - Isaac
Rine and John Burkhalter
hooked up so many times in the
Wheeling Central passing game
that both literally lost count.

The two former Maroon
Knights won’t forget their 1atest
~ and last - hookup probably
ever.

*With just nine seconds on the
clock in Saturday night’s 72nd
annual OVAC Rudy Mumley

Mumley OVAC All-Star Game is a tradition
young football players in the Ohio Valley have
witnessed and dreamed about growing up.

For Magnolia and West Virginia mnning
back Chase Street, that dream came trie in a
big way during the 72nd edition of the contest

for him all night, Street ran for two touch-
downs and 82 yards on 16 carries, an average
of 5.1 yards a carry.

“Winning the MVP is just part of the game
but this line is the real MVP,” Street .said,
“These guys did an outstanding job and we
were running right up the middle against some

All-Star Football Game, Rine
rolled out and found Burkhalter
open along the sideline for an 8-
yard touchdown to lift West
Virginia to a thrilling 20-13
victory against Ohio inside a
jam-packed Dave Bruney Foot-
ball Complex.

“I knew that John and 1, afier
a few of the miscues we had
early on, were going to have to
make a play to win this game,”
Rine said moments after the
clock turned to all zeroes, “John
and I ran that route to death in

high scheel, so it worked out for
us.”

Burkhalter, who caught five
passes in the game, stood and
simply tried to take the whole
thing in as his Mountaineer
teammates celebrated and posed
for pictures.

“T don’t even know how to
describe the feeling ... it’s just
amazing,” Burkhalter explained.
“I am at a loss for words right
now."”

West Virginia’s defense set

See, PASS, Page B2

WEST VIRGINIA
running back
Chase Street [s cut
down by Ohlo's
Billy Johnson dur-
ing the first half of
Saturday’'s OVAC
Rudy Mumiey All-
Star Football
Gama. Strest was
namedt the game's

as he was voted the Most Valuable Player of of the best guys in the state of Ohio and we MVP after rushing
_ *“This is an undescribable feeling,” Street are great,” « ina 20-13 win
said. “I've always dreamt of playing in this See, STREET, Page B2 : .
n ] n - N
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Street

Continued from Page B1

West Virginia coach John Durdines
of Bishop Donahue was thrilled to
have a weapon at the tailback position
all night and even when Street went
Jdown with a stinger, he was chomp-
ing at the bit to get back into the

run to give the Mountaineers o 13-6
lead.

“There were holes everywhere for

e,” Street said. “These guys are
incredible. I am so proud of my team,
my coaches and everybody here. Hats

"~ Along with Durdines’ offensive
schemes, the offensive line coach,
Howard Stamp, was extremely proud
of the way the men up front plowed
the way for the MVP, .

“They did a great job,” Stamp said.
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OVAC

Continued from Page B1

nolia’s Chase Street and Weir's Cody Enrietti to milk
the clock to the finai seconds.

West Virginia almost coughed up the ball, but Rine was
able to recover a fumble and give the Mountaineers time
for one final quick play with eight seconds on the clock .

Rine took the shotgun snap, rolled to his right and

off to the Ohio team. They fought like
crazy and it was a great game.”

The offensive line opened the holes
for Street to charge through and West
Virginia lineman Travis Lowther of
Weir had one goal in mind.

“We were just paving the way for
Street,” Lowther said. “We have been
grinding in the offseason and once we
got here, we just applied what we
already had olong with Coach Dur-
dines’ offense. It was a great experi-
ence. -

“These kids are really skilled and it
was an honor playing with them. 1
love every one of them.”

“Trying to get kids from all different
schools to play together as a team is
tough in a week’s time. These kids
really got along well together and
they gelled.

“These are tough Kids and I will
remember how great these kids were
and how fun it was being with these
coaches for the last time. The OVAC
All-Star Game is a special thing
because of them and I'm sure the
Ohio coaches feel the same way about
their kids.”

Collectively, the West Virginia
offense ran for 95 yards in big.part to
Street and the offensive line.

action.

“We were able to get some pushes
as far as run blocking and Chase just
had an unbelievable game,” Durdines
said. “He is a tough kid. He took a
stinger out there but just kept wanting
to go back in. The kid is just excited
to get back to running the football. He
wuas so excited about the opportunity
to carry the ball here and he made the
most of his carries,”

Ohio jumped on the board in the
first but Street took aver the game in
the second quarter, rushing for a 9-
yard touchdown to tie the game at 6-6
and a spectacular 25-yard touchdown

tound Burkhalter at the edge of
the end zone for the game-win-
ning score.

“We ran a double nickel there
with John and Chris Yachini run-
ning 12-yard comeback routes,”
West Virginia coach John Dur-
dines snid. “We told Isnac to have
an internnl clock because you
have to get rid of it. He made a
helluva pass and John made a a
helluva catch.

“(Despite the drops) I had no
problem going back to John. I
played against him for four years. Trust me, I game-
planned for him, scouted him enough. We were going to
keep throwing him the rock. We knew he would be there
when we needed him.”

Burkhalter finished with five catches for 63 yards and a
score.

Ohio got the scoring started with a 22-yard run on a
reverse by Buckeye Trail’s Carter Streiff in the first quar-
ter.

On the first play of the second quarier, Street went in
from 9 yards to tie it at 6-6.

The Mountaineers took their first lead as Street found
the end zone again, this time from 25 yards as he bounced
off the line, raced down the sideline and beat an Ohio
defender to the pylon, :

Street finished with a game-high 82 yards rushing to
carn the Most Vajuable Player award,

Ohio seemed to grab the momentum in the fourth quar-
ter, using an 11-play, 68-yard drive that ended with
Steubenville’s Jalen McGhee scoring on a nin up the mid-
dletotieitat 13-13.

West Virginia went three-and-out on the ensuing pos-
session and gave Ohio the chance to drive for a game-win-
ning score.

Two plays later came the lone Ohio turnover.

“Shoulda, coulda, woulda,” Ohio coach Karl Justus
said. '

“Kids gave great effort and (West Virginia) juost made
one more play then we did. They mnde it when they need-
ed it.

“We helped them ount a lot with penalties and missed
assignments, but they made a great play down in the end
zone and that was that,

“A blocked punt, 1 blocked PAT, a fumble. A Iot of
mistakes that hardly ever happen. Take those away and
maybe, who knows?”

Game Note

W Much has been made of this being the last game for
the Bishop Donahue coaching staff and its players. The
coaches started the game wearing the traditional blue polo
shirts for West Virginia. At halftime, all the coaches came
out wearing green Bishop Donahue shirts,

“Coaches wanted to do it,” Durdines said. “It meant
something to them. It was a sign of respect and solidarity.
It was something the kids wanted them to de. If you heard
the chant at the end, the chant was ‘Bishop Donahue.’
They understand it is a tough situation for us and the kids
with what happened to us, but what a way to shine a ljttle
light on Bishop for once.”
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Re-live the excitement and tradition
of St. John Central Football. This 128
page hardback, commemorative edition
includes the team records and rosters of
every team and a list of all of the coaches
and their overall records. 90 Years of Irish
Football will also highlight the best team
of each decade and will unveil the All St.
John Central team, made up of the best
players who proudly wore the Green and
White.

SPECIAL PRICE

§34.95°

Order your hard-bound book today!
‘Order online @ timesleaderonline.com

up the game-winning touchdown by hopping on an
Ohio fumble after the Buckeye State had knotted the game
at 13 and then forced a quick three-and-out,

After the Mountaineer offense had struggled to move
the ball, Rine and Burkhalier were in sync on the final
drive, which was a short field. :

West Virginia drove to
the Ohio 8-yard line and
then nearly had a clock
mishap before a time out
was called,

“l knew we were going
to sling it from the get-go
(on the final drive), but
they were stacking the
secondary, s0 we were

I GAVE lsaac that look
liks, ‘it's just me and
you. Throw me the ball
and I'lf catch it'"”

- John Burkhalter
W.Va. Wide Receiver

and theihteﬂigencer_net able to run the ball effec-

' ail f to: tively,” Rine said. “As
o Or mail form to: soon as 1 got the play call and Ohio cailed time out as if
The Times Leader, St. John’s Football Book {]m:,jy knew we were going to try to go to John, I knew we

ad it at that point. We just had to execute it.”
200 south Fourth Street Coming back to the huddle, Rine and Burkhalter just
Martins Ferry, OH 43935 glanced at each other, knowing that the opportunity was
. : ; there.

Attn: Debbie Curnes\ “I gave Isaac that Jook like, ‘it’s just me and you.

For information call 740-633-1131
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Throw me the ball and I’ll catch it,’” Burkhalter said.
- According to Burkhalter, the route was a 12-yard
come back, '
I “Obviously, we had a short field, so I had to cut it off
early and bring it back toward Isaac,” Burkhalter
| explained. “We ran it in practice and 1 did well, so I just
i
|
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I stuck to it.”

Rine and Burkhalter had some near misses earlier in
the game, too. Rine threw'the ball 21 times and Burkhal-
ter was targeted on some 15 of those..
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the end zohe again, this time from 25 yards as he bounced
off the line, raced down the sideline and beat an Ohio
defender to the pylon.

Street finished with a game-high 82 yards rushing to
earn the Most Vaiuable Piayer award.

Ohio seemed to grab the momentum in the fourth quar-
ter, using an 11-play, 68-yard drive that ended with
Steubenville’s Jalen McGhee scoring on o run up the mid-
dle to tie it at 13-13.

West Virginia went three-and-out on the ensuing pos-
session and gave Ohio the chance to drive for a game-win-
ning score.

Two plays later came the lone Ohio turnover.

“Shoulda, coulda, woulda,” Ohio coach Karl Justus
said.

“Kids gave great effort and (West Virginin) just made
one more play then we did. They made it when they need-
ed it.

*“We helped them out a lot with penalties and missed
assignments, but they made a great play down in the end
zone and that was that.

“A blocked punt, a blocked PAT, a fumble. A lot of
mistakes that hardly ever happen. Tuke those away and
maybe. who knows?”

Game Note

m Much has been made of this being the last game for
the Bishop Donahue coaching staff and its players. The
coaches started the game wearing the traditional blue polo
shirts for West Virginia. At halftime, all the coaches came
out wearing green Bishop Donahue shirts.

*Coaches wanlted to do it,” Durdines said. “It meant
something to them. It was a sign of respect and solidarity.
It was something the kids wanted them to do. I you heard
the chant at the end, the chont was ‘Bishop Donahue.’
They understand it is a tough situation for us and the kids
with what happened to us, but what a way to shine a little
light on Bishop for once.”
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up the game-winning touchdown by hopping on an
Ohio fumble after the Buckeye State had knotted the game
at 13 and then lorced a quick three-and-out.

After the Mountaineer offense had struggled to move
the ball, Rine and Burkhalter were in sync on the final
drive, which was a short field.

West Virginia drove to
the Ohio 8-yard line and
then nearly had a clock
mishap before a time out
was called.

“1 knew we were going
to sling it from the get-go
{on the final drive), but
they were stacking the
secondary, 50 we were

“I GAVE Isaac that look
fike, 'it's just me and
vou. Throw me the ball
and Pl catch it"””

- John Burkhalter
W Va, Wide Receivar

1 able to run the ball effec-

tively,” Rine said. “As

soon as I got the play call and Ohio called time out as if
they knew we were going to try to go to John, I knew we
had it at that point. We just had to execute it.”

Coming back to the huddle, Rine and Burkhalter just
glanced at each other, knowing that the opporiunity was
there.

“] pave Isaac that look like, ‘it’s just mc and you.
Throw me the ball and ']l catch it,”” Burkhalter said,

According to Burkhalter, the route was a 12-yard
come back.

“Obviously, we had a short ficld, so I had to cut it off
carly and bring it back toward Isaac,” Burkhalter
explained. “We ran it in practice and I did well, so I just
stuck to it.”

Rine and Burkhalter had some near misses earlier in
the game, too. Rine threw the ball 21 times and Burkhal-
ter was targeted on some 15 of those..

“We were connecting (like we did in high school) in
practice all week and were on the same page, but we did
this two-minute drill and when it came down the stretch,
I bad a feeling that we’d make a play.”

Rine finished 8-of-21 for 73 yards with Burkhalter
catching five of those completions for 63 yards,

For Rine, winning was great and the manner in which
Waest Virginia won was even better. But, the best part for
the future Marietta Pioneer baseball player was winning
it for the Bishop Donahue coaching staff, which was
coaching together for the final time.

“I couldn’t imagine my school closing and my dad
{Jason) and my uncle {Mike Young) not being able to
coach together again,™ Rine said. “I can only imagine
how rough this is. This is my last football game and
that’s hard enough.”

Burkhalter, who listed the game-winner as one of the
top achievements of his impressive prep sports career,
also acknowledged how special 1t was to win for the
Donahue staff,

“1 was doing it for the coaches because all I wanted to
do was my part to help send them out on top,” Burkhalter
explained,

The end of the night became emotional for many of
the West Virginia players, including Rine. And it had
very little to do with the outcome.

“You show up on Saturday, check in and you barcly
know any of these guys,” Rine said. “Now, we're all
brothers and none of us want this week to be over. End-
ing the way it did just makes it even more special.”
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OVAC Witholding $300 from W.Va. Coaches

Change of attire during
halftime not permitted

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer
MARTINS FERRY - The Ohio Val-
ley Athletic Conference docked West Vir-
ginia's coaching staff $300 of its finan-
cial share from Sunday’s 72nd annual
‘Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Game. |
The official ruling came Monday when

Game Director Bob Koch delivered the penalty since they were told not to and
coaching staff’s payment to West Vir- they did anyway,” Koch said. “Some
ginia head coach John Durdines. lieved that they shouldn’t have been
The OVAC docked the coaches’ @'n)}_ paid at all. ) ‘
pay after the West Virginia coach- ¢ Each staff is clmd $1,800 and
ing staff — despite being told not how it’s divided up amongst the
to by conference officials — staff is up to the coaches. West
changed out of its game-issued % ¥ Virginia received $1,500 of its
coaching shirt and into Bishop Don- "% share. , )
ahue motif to honor the school, which “The coaches wanted to do it and it
was faking part in its last game since the meant something to them,” Durdines said -
school is being closed. moments after the game. “It was no disre-
“We felt there needed to be some spect to the OVAC. It was a sign of

respect and solidarity (to Bishop Don-
shue). The kids wanted and begged them
to do it because they understand. It's a
tough situation. It was a way to shine a
little light on Bishop Donahue.”

The West Virginia staff coached the
first half in the navy blue shirt that was
E)rovidcd, but changed for the second half,

urdines, however, continued to wear his
OVAC-issued shirt.

“We weren’t going to withhold all of

Please See OVAC, Page 12

(Continued from Page 11)

justt

were told not to.”
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Polo Shirts

Cleveland Cavallers/13

their ﬁay because there’s more than

e game involved and it’s an
entire week,” Koch said. “It’s just about the decision,” Koch said. “1
disappointing because the coaches

‘Durdines was informed by Koch
prior to his arrival of the confer-

coaches to make sure the issued
clothing is worn throughout the
game, according to Koch.

“Up until now we never saw a
need to issue a contract to each
coach, but I guess we will have to
start that now,” Koch said,

ence’s decision.
“John didn’t give me any static

wis actually surprised that he wasn't
upset.”

The OVAC plans to “change the
wording” in 1ts agreement with
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OVAC Backtracks on Decision to Withhold $300

W.Va. coaches will

receive full payment

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer
MARTINS FERRY — The Ohio Val-
ley Athletic Conference backiracked on its
decision to withhold $300 from the West
Virginia coaching staff Tuesday after-
noon.
Just 24 hours removed from docking

the West Virginia staff, OVAC Executive which has been closed.

Secretary Tom Rataiczak and Rudy Mum-
ley All-Star Game Director Bob Koch
met in the OVAC office and jointly
agreed to pay the coaches the
remaining money that it had penal-
ized it

The West Virginia staff was
docked the money because it went
against conference orders and changed
shirts at halftime of Saturday night’s 72nd

({3, social media took off. The majority

1 to cause that. But it did and we felt mov-
annual game to honor Bishop Donahue, ing forward that this was the best thing to

do. T honestly did not think (the original
decision) would create the furor that it
did."”

The OVAC issued both staffs a coach-
ing shirt, which it intended to be worn to
all netivities during the week as well as
the game.

However, West Virginia coach John
Durdines approached the OVAC officials
about the possibility of his staff wearing
Bishop Donahue shirts in the second half

Please See OVAC, Page 12

As news of the withholding spread
Monday, a firestorm came with it as

€4\ of people who spoke out chastised

the conference’s stance.

3 “We made a decision to return

» the money to because of the
uproar,” Rataiczak said.

“Qur original decision wasn't intended

OVAC

(Continued from Page 11)

since it would be the final time the staff
was together and to pay one final hom-
age to'the school where they coached and
many attended. The OVAC denied that
request, but the Mountain State coaches
opted to do it anyway.

"It was never about the money and it's
a shame it had to go down like it did,”
Durdines said via text message. “This
never affected me or the incredible week
[ had with' the young men, culminating

© with a thrilling victo

“I was sad for thelgVAC. It is the best
conference, but in order to remain the

. best they are going to put the {players,
coaches and officials) who make it the
best their priority. I no longer have a dog

in the fight, but I love

high school sports
and I want to see (the OVAC) continue
to thrive.”

Though West Virginia received its full
$1,800 stipend, Rataiczak, Koch and the
entire Mumley Game committee plan to
meet in the coming weeks to discuss the
future to make sure these types of events
are avoided,

“We are going to look at how the
coaches are selected and then ailso look at
making an agreement with the coaches
about what’s expected of them,”
Rataiczak said.

"We have rules in place for the kids if
they do something in camp and they can
be sent home, 8o now we'll look at ings
involving the coaches, too.”
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Ferry duo excited to play at home

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

BETHANY - Both Jack Davis and
Dom Wallace remember it well.

1t was the night of Oct. 28. ~

The Martins Ferry Purple Riders walked
off the field at Purple Rider Stadium for
the last time. Adding to their disappoint-
ment was watching Bellnire celebrate on
the turf with SPARKY after a 20-6 victo-

The aforementioned Ferty seniors and
their classmates, who were celebrated prior
to kickoff that night, betieved there was no
other chance to make ammends.

“It was definitely tough (losing) on sen-
ior night, knowing that's your last game,”
Davis said.

Then came the unfortunate structural
damage to Wheeling Island Stadium,
which has led to that facility being closed
for several months while répairs are made. -
That, in turn, forced the Ohio Valley Ath-
letic Conference to look for a site for the
%udy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football

ame. ‘

JACK DOM
DAVIS WALLACE

After considering bids from several ven-
ues, the OVAC awarded the game to Mar-
tins Ferry, giving Davis and Wallace that
opportunity to close out their home-field,
prep careers on their home field.

“It's a good feeling knowing that the
game will be played in our stadium,”
Davis, who is headed to West Liberty to
phay football in the fall, snid. “Being able
to finish your-high school carcer in the
same stadium where you started playing in
junior high doesn’t happen for a lot of

guys, so it’s definitely exciting.”

This isn’t the first time that Martins
Ferry has hosted the afl-star game. It wel-
comed the OVAC in 1972, which was a
24-6 Buckeye State victory.

Continning Ohio’s undefeated string in
Belmont County as well ns finishing their
careers on a high note are definitely moti-
vational factors for the Purple alums.

“I want to win one last time on that
field,” Wallace, who is headed to Kent
State Tuscarawas to wrestle, said.

The actual surface on which the game
will be played is different than the one the
Purple Riders played on against Bellaire,
The artificial turf was tore up and replaced
earlier this spring. A new scoreboard, fea-
turing a video board, will also greet the
players and fans. It -is located in the same
spot as the previous board.

“Being the first guys to play on that new
turf is exciting,” Wallace said. “It’ll defi-
nitely be a nice feeling running out on the
field with the home-town atmosphere
there.”

While Wallace admitted that he was

going to piay in the game regardless where
it was held, the fact that it was awarded to
Martins Ferry added to the desire.

“The game being played. in our stadivm
was definitely one of the biggest rensons 1
wanted to play,” Wallace said.

Davis, who enjoyed an- all-Ohio cam-
paign at defensive end, admitted that beat-
ing West Virginin and winning the annual
game, which has gone to the Mountaineers
the last two years, are definitely motivat-
ing factors. But, being an all-star game,
there’s also motivation to “put on a good
show™ individually, too.

“(Tonight) is going o be an awesome
experience, but playing the game at home
makes it even more exciting,” Davis said.
“When I was chosen, I never had a doubt
about playing, but I will have to admit that
this makes it even sweeter.”

One difference for the Purple Rider duo
will be dressing in different locker rooms.
Neither team will dress in Ferry’s state-of-
the-art fieldhouse, It will be uscd n hospi-
tality area for OVAC officials and spon-
5015,

Teamwork

Yields Smooth
OVAC Football

KAPRAL

Continued from page C1

“Todd Yoder and myself
put some time into this
event, but Coach Kim has
worked tirelessly with the
OVAC brass to make it a
memorable night for the

ity looks top-notch. The
complex has undergonc 2
complete {acelift with new
turf, painting and asphalt
work and our new score-
board.

field to get ready for their
own season, work that
would normally be stretched
out Tor another month, so
they are facing a huge task
themselves to get ready for

Game Location

MARTINS FERRY — The OVAC Rudy Mum-
l&\LAIl-Star Game has long been associated with

eeling Island Stadium.

Conference officials, however, were forced to
move out of their comfort zone with the game’s
venue this time around. That was a resulf of a sta-
dium in need of some major
repairs, likely closing the facility
until Octaber.

‘The Martins Ferry School Dis-
trict made a successful pitch to
serve as the alternate site, win-
ning out over several other suit-
ors. Saturday njght'g]fame at the

Dave Bruney Football Complex -
marked just the third time the
OVAC all-star clash has been
played off the [Slund, BusBA
e move across the Ohio KAPRAIL

River played out seamlessly, due
to solid teamwork, cooperation EXECUTIVE SFORTS
and communication by OVAC Enrror
officials and the Ferry adminis-
tration.

. “Coach Kim (Appolloni), Coach Dave (Bruney)
and I have met with Tom Rataiczak and Game

Director Bob Koch on several occasions. We also
have met with city officials including Mayor Kra-
jnyak, Chief John MacFarland, Water Superin-
tendent Bill Suto, EMS Coordinator Dave Snyder
and Fire Chief Mike Cooper to make sure every-
thing was in place,” Martins Ferry Schools Super-
intendent Jim Fogle said. “The event is extremely
large and it’s an awesome way to showcase the tal-
ents of our students in the OVAC. Coach Kim has

been the main cog for the organization of this pro-
duction.

See Kapral, Page C2

participants. She has also
organized several volunieers
to work game night.”

“Mr. Yoder and [ have
overseen many updites to
the Dave Bruney qulbnll
Complex, ranging from the
turfl replacement, new paint,
asphalt, new scoreboard and
updates to some of the rest-
rogoms. It's been quite some-
time since we’ve done any
updates to the stadium. The
cooperation between the.
QVAC, the city and our
school officials has been
tremendous.”

Fogle's thoughts arc
echoed by AFpolloni.
" “Bob Koch and Rat have
this game down to a 5¢1-
ence.

“The amount of time and
energy they have placed
into this event is mind bog-
gling. They have guided us
along the way. Basically we
have tumed our complex
over to them and will pro-
vide the manpower o hope-
fully pull it off,” Appoltoni
said. “We could not have
done this without the sup-
port of the city administri-
tion and Larry Deaton, who
as always, is the backbone
of the boosters support. Mr.
Fogle, Mr. Yoder and
Coach Dave have spent a
trernendous amount of man
hours making surc the facil-

“We arc so excited and
honored to be able to host
the all-star game. Itisa
long-standing, Ohio Valley
tradition. Basically it kicks
off the start of (ootball in
the valley, and football is 50
impottant to the communi-
tics up and down the river
and throughout our cntirc
arca,” she offered. “We are
so fortunate hece in Marting
Ferry to have the sugport

. from not only our adminis-

tration but also from the
entire city.” -
Rataiczak was praisewor-
thy with the efforts put lorth
by the Purple people to
make such an IMMENse
relocation come to fruition.
“To move 4 game such as
this, with all the picces
needed to pull it off, is &
monumental and stressful
undertaking. When you are
used to having everything
the same, everything in
place, everything lincd up,
s we were 50 used to at
Wheeling Island, it's a chal-
lenge to say the least,” the
O‘FAC executive-secrelary
said. *“That being said, Dave
Bruncy and Kim Appolloni
have been unbelievable.
Everything they could pos-
sibly do to smooth the tran-
sition, they ve done, You
have to realize that they are
doing a lot of work at the *

the game.

“We are very grateful to
the administration, board,
police department, business,
everyone who has been 5o
willing to showcase their
facility and their town.

“The conference is truly
blessed to have people like
Ohio County and Martins
Perry so willing to pitch in
and help out to make this
game & special event for the

kids.’
OVERBLOWN ISSUE

w Speaking of the
OVAC football game, much
was discussed, written and
tweeted about Wheeling
Post 1 American Legion
bascball Elaycrs having to
make a choice to 8]3y in
either their Area One Tour-
nament or the all-star foot-
ball game, but not both.

A plan was being put in
place early in the week pre-
ceding all-star camp 0
mutke both athletic endeayv-
ors available to ail those in
question. The OVAC was
painted unfairly as the bad
guy in this scenario. _

Critics failed to do their
homework, placing unfair
blame on the OVAC.

BUBBA’S BITS

o Zeke Elliott is a very
talented foatball player.
Unfortunately, the former
Ohio State running star



SPORTS

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

. BETHANY - The Ohio Val-
ley Athletic Conference is

embarking on its 75th year as it

kicks off with the annual OVAC

dy Mumley All-Star Football
ame this evening at

QVAC Rudy Mumley All- Star Game Notebook
Rine enjoys history of the all-star game

His historical gras&of the
gume expanded earlier this week
when OVAC officials showed a
video of some of the previous
games, Rine pointed out seeing
former NFL recetver and now
ESPN college football analyst
Joey Galloway play as well as ex-
Wheeling Central and

Martins Ferry’s Dave
Bruney Football Com-
plex.

Obviously & Iot of
history has been built
during the previous
71 all-star football
games and one West
Virginia player -
Wheeling Central’s }
Isaac Rine -~ can’t
get enough of it.

Pitt standout Curt
McGhee play stood
out,

“When you
think about all of the
guys who have played

this game and gone
on to have great
careers not just in
football, but in life,
-it's really exciting,"
Rine said, “There's so

“I love the follow-
ing the history of this game,”
Rine said. *Playing in.this is
game is a huge deal for me
because of all of the great players
who have been a part of it previ-
ously.”

Unlike many of the players
taking the field tonight, Rine has
more of a direct connection to the
game. He's been part of OVAC
camp as a manager when his dad,

Jason, was part of the West Vir-

ginia coaching staff.
“Ever since I was five, I

- femember coming to this game

basically every year wantmg to
play,” Rine said.

much history in the
75 years of football and athletics
in the Ohio Valley. I am honored
to be a part of it.” -

Rine’s appearance in the gume
was brought into question
because of his commitment to
Wheeling Post 1 Leglon Base-
ball. He admitted to being torn on
what to do before the legion

games were moved to Bethany,

affording him and three of his
OVAC teammates (Gage Gioven-

" go, Michael Mills and Jacob Mur-

ray) the opportunity to do both.

“I was so relieved when that
got worked out and we were able
to do both,” Rine said.

With that behind hirn, Rine has
gone to work in trying to learn
West Virginia's system and
preparing his arm for throwing a
football for the ﬁrst time since
November. ‘

“I love Bishop's scheme
becuuse they let the quarterback
sling it around, be an athlete and
go make plays,” Rine said, “My
arm was sore after three days, but
it was a good kind of sore.”

Along with winning the job as
West Virginia’s starting quarter-
back tonight, Rine was also voted
a teamn captain.

COIN TOSS

When the players converge on
midfield for the cerernonial coin
toss tonight, Ohio will be repre-
sented by Harrison Central’s
Jesse Ball, Cambridge’s Garth
Charlton, Meadowbrook's Kon-
nor Roberts, St. Clairsville’s Trey
Elerick and Steubenville's Zane
Zimish,

The West Virginia captains are
Rine, Wheeling Park’s Zach Tor-
bett, University’s Adam Frisco
and Weir’s Jordan Allen.

NEW TO THE GAME

As the OVAC has continued to
grow, the OVAC All-Star Game
expands and reaches new territo-
ries. Many of the Morgantown,
University, Parkersburg South,
Crestview athletes haven't been
exposed to the game,

If West Virginia linebacker

Adam Frisco, who ‘piayed his
prep ball at Universtty, has his
way, it will become a reguiar
event for Hawks players and fans,
“I have never been to the all-
star football game, but I was part
of the OVAC-MAC Wrestling
Team and I know it was a fun
time,” Frisco said. “It was just a
oné-day event and didn't have a
camp, so this is even more fun.”
Frisco had talked to a couple of
revious Hawk participants
fore departing for Bethany last

‘week just to get a feel of what to

expect.

“I had no doubts about play-
ing,” Frisco said. “I didn’t know
hardly any of the guys except a
couple that I wrestled against, but
I know I've made some friends
for life.”

LEAD THE CHEERS

The cheering squads have been
working on their routines all
week at Bethany, too. The Ohio
squad consists of MaKenna Berka
(Bellaire), Alexa Cogging
(Shadyside), Allison Dixon
{Shenandoah), Megan Edwards
(Martins Ferty), Rachel Ewing
(Indian Creek), Lauren Ferrell
(Steubenville) Cierra Frye (Har-
rison Central}, Jazalyn Glenn
(Toronto), Allyson Goclan (St

John) and Alyssa Morris (Union

Local).
The West Virginin squad con-
sists of Abbey Bauer (John Mar-
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shall), Josie Bonar (Bishop Don- .
nhue), Alexandrea Burchett (Qak
Glen), Alayns Deganhardt
(Weir), Lexus Ficca (Weir), Abby
Hudrlik (Wheeling Park), Jen-
nifer Richmond (Bishop Don-
ahue), Ashley Ruza (Cameron),
Mallory Santoro (Madonna) and
Jourdin Yuncke (John Marshall),
STRONG
REPRESENTATION

Of the 53 schools that were in
the OVAC last football season,
41 of those have a representative
of some sert involved in tonight’s
festivities. That includes 147
band members, 22 Queen of
Queens candidates, 20 cheerlead-
ers and 65 football players.

CHARITY GAME

Though the word ‘charity’
doesn’t exist in the formal name
of the game any longer, the pro-
ceeds still benefit others. In 46
years, the game has donated more
than 934,700 to charity organiza-
tions and scholurships throughout
the Ohio Vallcé'.

KETS

To helg alleviate a lengthy wait
at the ticket booth tonight - and
save some money — fans are
being encouraged to purchase
tickets at a host of area business-
¢s. All area Kroger stores in both
West Virginia and Ohio are offer-
ing tickets for $7. The cost at the
gate is $10.
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Bishop Donahue Represented One Last Time

CostaiN WiLL Wear WHITE Cap

The OVAC All-Star Game will employ a
seven-man offlciating crew whera Doug
~ Costain will be the referee/14

BETHANY — While the mar- final basketball more game left, It is bittersweet. It is
uee of the Rudy Mumley QVAC game",“this is the final a sad time and a happy time and we
11-Star Football Game reads West baseball game”,"“this is the are {Just savoring every minute of it.
Virginia vs. Ohio, the subplot may final time in the track tour- “Personally, we take this into per-
be more interesting. nament.” spective, We are here for these kids
Players and fans on both sides of Saturday night, “thisis ~ &nd three of them are deeply impact-
the river will obviously be rooting it It is a moment every- gd by Bishop Donahue. We know it
for their school and state to win. one knew was coming. is our last go-around and we are not
?omeliirlui, arounthcl lI?} p.mﬁ tonight, ¢ Tonight, it will become jtgaogﬂagnto leave anything on the
ans will leave the Dave Brune . P oo - reality. . . ) i
Football Complex excited for the HULL. MILLER CUSTER “V\}(ith the travesty that Representing Bishop Donahue for
upcoming season. Coaches will start ' happened with our school, the final time is Jimmy Hull, Trey
game planning for their Week 1 three players, something will be coaching this game has kind of less-  Miller and J.C. Custer.
Sports opponent. Kids will head off to col-  missing. ened the blow,” West Virginia and The moment is not lost on them.
Editor lege. Numely, Bishop Donahue. Bishop Donahue coach John Dur- ‘
But for this group of coaches and For months it has been “this is the  dines sald. “At least we hove one See STROPE, Page 14

————O0VAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game

72nd OVAC All-Star Game
Set for Kickoff Tonight

W.Va., Ohio will go
atitat7:15 p.m.

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

MARTINS FERRY - King football
makes its trinmphant retum to the Ohio Valley
this evening.

Though the regular season is still five weeks
¥ away, area gridiron fans get to wet their
appetite at Purple Rider Stadium.

e 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumle
All-Star Football Game takes center stage wi
kickoff slated for 7:15 p.m.

Ohio and West Virginia reported to camp
one week ago and have battled the heat and a
loaded schedule of events to prepare to face
off with bragging rights on the line.

“Our kids are ready,” Ohio coach Kurl Jus-
tos said. “The coaches are confident and 1
expect the kids to play with confidence. It's
been a good, positive week. The kids have
worked hard, maybe even harder than they
expected, but they’ve put in the effort. Now
it’s time to play the game.”

While both teams want to win simply as
competitors, West Virginia's molivation might

ieciiisiustienll e even greater since its players are being
) . . . ot o Phato by Seth Staskey coached by John Durdines, who is preparing
‘Pletured is the Westf‘\llr;ginla-'All-Stara ﬁgrfor Saturda%'s OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front for his final game as a head football coach, He
‘row;sfromtieftz are Ghris Yachinl;"Doriévart!Spencer, Johif Biltkhalter, Michael Mills, Gage Giovengo, lsaac Rine had been a highly successful coach at Bishop
and Lance Callins. Secand row, from left, are Jacob Murray, Jace Reed, Jimmy Hull, Zach Torbett, Trey Miller, Denahue, but the school won't open this fall.
Michael Starcher, Cody Enrietti, Adam Frisco and Dylan Baker. Third row, from left, are J.C. Custer, Chase _“Our kids are definitely ready and hungry to
Strest, Alex Edgell, Michas! Mea!q_e. Tyler Anderson, Jordan Alien, Jack Raitz and Peyton Powroznik. Fourth play,” Durdines said, “It’s been a quick, but
row, from left, are Hayden Ber[}/, ravis Lowther, Logan Kranls, Jacob Kerekes, Dante Carlier, Lander James, Oﬂﬁe"{%‘k It's a very competitive group that's
Zack Martin and Maezi Moshy. Top row, from left, are Anthony Robbins, Lou Richmond, Curt Mele, Zach Klemm, made it really fun for my coaches and me.

head coach John Durdines, L.A. Hampton, Jim Smith, Howard Stamp, Eric James, Vinny Mangino. Not picturad .
is Bob Kramer. p P y Mang P See ALL-STAR, Page 16

B Annual Event
Has A Lot Of
History

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

BETHANY - The Ohio Valley Athlelic
Conference is embarking on its 75th year
as it kicks off with the annual OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game this
evening at Martins Ferry's Dave Bruney
Football Complex.

Obviously a lot of history has been built
during the previous 71 all-star football
games and one West Virginia player —
Wheeling Central’s Isanc Rine — can't get
enough of it. )

- “I love the following the history of this
game,” Ripe said. “Playing in this is game
is a huge denl for me because of all of the
great players who have been a part of it
previously.”

Unlike many of the players taking the
S S field tonight, ll}ine has more of a direct

cta by @y connection to the game. He's been part of
Pictured Is the Ohia All-Star Team for Saturday's OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from OVAC camp as ugrmmager when his dad,
left, are Austin Mayfield, Eéylan Kidder, Sean Millard, Troy Pontius, Jalen McGhee, Willlam Lowe, Casey Lewis Jason, was part of the West Virginia coach-
and Zach Bigelow. Second row, from leit, are Zach Gill, Billy Johnson, Justyn Keyser, Konnor Roberts, Carter ing staff.

Streiff, Robert Coppa and Danny Zdinak. Third row, from left, are Max Tice, Zane Zimish, Jesse Ball, Garth  “Ever since 1 was five, I remember com-
Chariton, Cody Saksa, Kyle Wilson, Terry Adkins, Donnie Meadows and Ben Davis, Fourth row, from left, are ing to this game basically every year want-
Brenton Stull, Luke Matusik, Sam Robinson, Freddie Plum, Trey Elerick, Mason Ladyga, Drone Moore, Dom ing to play,” Rine said. :
Wallace and Jack Davis, Top row, from left, are manager Michael Loy, equipment manager Eric McMahon,  His historical grasp of the game expand-
assistant rnarhes Alvin Thomnenn lan Whittinatnn Dam \inel Iach udwin Chric Hosotan  hasd ananh ad




72nd OVAC All-Star Game
Set for Kickoff Tonight

W.Va., Ohio will go
s at it at 7:15 p.m.

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

MARTINS FERRY — King football
makes its triumphant return to the Ohio Valley

this evening.

§  Though the regular season is still five weeks
away, area gridiron fans get to wet their
" appetite at Purple Rider Stadium.

he 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumle
" All-Star Football Game takes center stage wi

4 kickoff slated for 7:15 p.an.

Ohio and West Virginia reported to camp
one week ago and have battled the heat and a
loaded schedule of events to Frepare to face
off with bragging rights on the line.

“Qur kids are ready,” Ohio coach Karl Jus-
tus said. “The coaches are confident and 1
5| expect the Kids to play with confidence. It’s
been a good, positive week, The kids have
worked hard, maybe even Barder than they
d expected, but they've put in the effort. Now
- it's time to play the game.”

While both teams want to win simply as
competitors, West Virginia's motivation might
b be even greater since its players are being
, ' . ) Sidm - Phato by Seth Staskey coached by John Durdines, who is preparing
Pictured is the West Virginla All-Star -Tear for Saturday’s OVAC Hudr Mumley All-Star Foothall Game. Front for his final game 8s a head football coach. He
‘row-from*left; are Chris Yachinl,*Dortvari®Spencer, JohrA Butkhalter, Michael Mills, Gage Glovengo, Isaac Rine had been a highly successful coach at Bishop
and Lance Collins. Second row, from left, are Jacob Murray, Jace Reed, Jimmy Hull, Zach Torbett, Trey Miller, Donahue, but the school won’t open this fall.
Michaal Starcher, Cody Enrietti, Adam Frisco and Dytan Baker. Third row, from left, are J.C. Custer, Chase "Oglr kids are dei_imlgly'ready and mmgry to
Street, Alex Edgell, Michael Meaige, Tyler Anderson, Jordan Allen, Jack Raitz and Peyton Powroznik. Fourth play,” Durdines said. “It’s been a quick, but

row, from left, are Hayden Bemy, Travis Lowther, Logan Kraris, Jacob Kerekes, Dante Carlier, Lander James, long week. It’s a very competitive group that’s
Zack Martin and Maezi Mosby. Top row, from left, are Anthony Rabbins, Lou Richmond, Curt Mele, Zach Klemm, made it really fun for my coaches and me.
head coach John Durdines, L.A. Hampton, Jim Smith, Howard Stamp, Eric James, Vinny Mangino. Not pictured See ALL-STAR, Page 16

Is Bab Kramer. ?

B Annual Event
== Has A Lot Of
tHistory

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

BETHANY — The Ohio anlc% Athletic
Conference is embarking on its 75th year
as it kicks off with the annual OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game this
evening at Martins Ferry's Dave Bruney
Football Complex.

QObviously a lot of history has been built
during the previous 71 all-star football
games and one West Virginia player —
Wheeling Central’s Isaac Rine — can't get
enough of it.

. “I love the following the history of this
game,” Rine said. “Playing in this is game
is a huge deal for me because of all of the
 great players who have been a part of it
iy — | previously.”

s Unlike many of the players taking the
omcacr: kg XIOR Y field tonight, Rine has more of a direct
. Fhato by Seth Staskey connection to the game. He's been part of
Pictured is the Ohio All-Star Team for Saturday's OVAC Rudy Mumiey All-Star Football Game. Front row, from OVAC camp as o manager when his dad,
left, are Austin Mayfleld, Dylan Kidder, Sean Millard, Troy Pontius, Jalen McGhee, Willlam Lowe, Casey Lewis Jason, was part of the West Virginia coach-
and Zach Bigelow. Second row, from left, are Zach Gill, Billy Johnson, Justyn Keyser, Konnor Roberts, Carter ing staff.

Streiff, Robert Coppa and Danny Zdinak, Third row, from left, are Max Tice, Zane Zimish, Jesse Ball, Garth  *Ever since I was five, I remember com-
Charlton, Cody Saksa, Kyle Wilson, Terry Adkins, Donnie Meadows and Ben Davis. Fourth row, from lefi, are ing to this game basically every year want-
Brenton Stull, Luke Matusik, Sam Robinson, Freddie Flum, Trey Elerick, Mason Ladyga, Drone Moore, Dom ing to play,” Rine said.

Wallace and Jack Davis. Top row, from left, are manager Michael Loy, equipment manager Eric McMahon, His historical grasp of the game expand-
assistant coaches Alvin Thompson, lan Whittington, Dom Vinci, Josh Ludwig, Chris Heaton, head coach Karl

Justus and manager Koby Plum. Sce HISTORY, Page 15

Ferry Players Ready for One Last Game on Home Field

By SETH STASKEY tor night, knowing that’s your last game,” their home field. careers on & high note are definitely moti-
For The Intelligencer Davis said. “It's a good feeling knowing that the vational factors for the Purple alums.
BETHANY - Both Jack Davis Then came the unfortu- game will be played in our stadi- “I want to win one last
and Dom Wallace remember it well. nate structural damage to Wheel- um,” Davis, who is headed to West time on that field,” Wallnce, who
It was the night of Oct. 28, ing Island Stadium, which has Liberty to play football in the fall, is headed to Kent State Tus-
The Martins Ferry Purple Riders led to that facility being closed said. “Being able to finish your carawas to wrestle, said.
walked off the field at Purple Rider for several months while repairs  high school career in the same sta- The actual surface on
Stadium for the last time. Adding to [ are made. That, in turn, forced dium where you started playing in which the game will be played is
their disappointment was watching the Ohio Valley Athletic Confer- junior high doesn't happen for o lot different than the one the Purple
Bellaire celebrate on the turf with ence {o look for a site for the of guys, so it’s definitely exciting.” Riders ployed on against Bellaire.
SPARKY after a 20-6 victory. Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star  This isn't the first time that Mar- The artificial turf was tore up and

The aforementioned Ferry seniors Football Game. tins Ferry has hosted the all-star e replaced earlier this spring. A
and their classmates, who were cel- DAVIS After considering bids game. It welcomed the OVAC in  WALLACE  new scoreboard, featuring a
ebrated prior to kickoff that night, from several venues, the OVAC 1972, which was a 24-6 Buckeye video board, will also greet the
believed there was no other chance to make awarded the game (o Martins Ferry, giving State victory. players and fans.
ammends. Davis and Wallace that opportunity to  Continuing Ohio’s undefeated string in

*“It was definitely tough (losing) on sen- close out their home-field, prep careers on Belmont County as well as finishing their See FERRY, Page 14
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“{Durdines) has been like
a-second father to me these
Ea.st four years and to get to

ave that one more ride with
him and the other coaches is
a blast,” Miller said. “Even
10 years from now, I am still
Eomg mbea Bxshop Tama
ishop forever.

“This is the last time the
players, coaches, cheerlead-
€rs Are going to get to repre-
sent the school and we want
to go out with n bang. We
are going to go out there and
have some fun.”

For Hull, being able to
represent B:shop Donahue
wasn't a foregone conclu-
slon after a collarbone injury
ended his regular season.

This opportunity to play
holds special meaning for
him.

“My season had ended in
Week 6 and [ never thought
I would be able to play foot-
ball again until I got the call
from Coach D,” Hull said.
“It wasn’t too tou% to get
over Justa sllght reak and
itis all %m
“We have a lot of pride.
Rishop Donahue has alwa s
been & close family and it
awesome to represent them
one mare time. We expect a
win.”

Custer was one of the
maore versatile players in the
valley, the only player to

qualify in our weekly foot-
ball sints in receiving and
rushing. He had 13 total
touchdowns,

If there is anyone that
knows how to use Custer, it
will be the Bishop Donahue
coaching staff.

“I'have been playing foot-
ball my whole life and this is

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

PICTURED IS the Ohlo All-Star Team for Saturday's OVAC
Rudy Mumlay All-Star Foolball Gams, Front row, from left,
are Austln Mayfield, Dylan Kidder, Sean Millard, Troy Pontlus,
Jalen McGhes, Wiliam Lowe, Casey Lewls and Zach
Bigslow. Secoend row, from left, are Zach Giil, Blily Johnson,
Justyn Keyser, Konnor Roberts, Carler Strelff, Robert Coppa
and Danny Zdinak. Third row, from laft, are Max Tice, Zane
Zlmish, Jesse Ball, Garth Chariton, Cody Saksa, Kyle
Wilson, Terry Adkins, Donnle Meadows and Ben Davis.
Fourth row, from lett, are Brenton Stull, Luke Matuslk, Sam
Robinson, Freddla Plum, Tray Elarick, Mason Ladyga, Drong
Moore, Dom Wallace and Jack Davis. Top row, from left, are
manager Michasl Loy, equipment manager Eric McMahon,
assistant coaches Alvin Thompson, lan Whittingten, Dom
Vingl, Josh Ludwig, Chris Heaton, head coach Karl Justus

a bl g accomplishment for me
et here,” Custer said.

i week has been amaz-
ing and we have made
friendships that will Jast for-
ever.

“Being here with Coach D
is a great way to go out. We
want to give 100 percent
effort and come out with a
win. We aren't cocky, but
we have the confidence that
we are going to win.”

Win or lose tonight, Bish-
op Donzhue may be gone,
but it will be far from forgot-
ten.

Cross One Off

T have lived in the Ohio
Valley ail my life. I have
worked in the sports depart-
ment of The Intelligencer for

t years spanning two
nts.

I have never been to the
OVAC All-Star Football
Game.

How is that possnble?
Honestly, I can't even tell

ou. I have seen iton TV. I
ave read about it every
year. I have never been
inside the stndium when it
was going on.
lise Cross one off the bucket
ist.

This week has been very
enjoyable for me and I got to
meet a lot of great youn%
men at media day and I have
enjoyed telling their stories.

onight, ] am excited to
attend my first all-star game.

My prediction: The
Mountnineers have too much
Efmd' The feel-good story of

ishop Donahue going out
on top is also too to
resist. 1am going with West
Virginia 35, Ohio 21.
osht Srrope can be
reached at
Jstrope@theintelligencer.net.
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and managar Koby Plum.

? -920-1042

14 WE PROVIDE: »
il - +Financlal Assistance « Assist In Filing Claims with
-+ Assistin Filing Out Applications for Health Benefilz
it s Requast Military Records » Barnesvilla Satellite Offjco

i Chestnut 5t Every Tues. & Thurs,

3326 Belmont St., Bellaire, OH

- belmontcountyveterans.org,

Bamesville Dfﬂce

140-618-03

OVAC Game Will Employ 7-Man Crew

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

MARTINS FERRY — Don’t
think the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-
Star Football Game is an honor just
for the players, queens, band mem-
bers and cheerleaders.

A group of seven men will toke the
field tonight at Purple Rider Stadium
with a very important job to do.

The officiating crew, which was
assigned by OVAC Football Com-
missioner Dave Clutter, will be look-
ing to enforce the rules, keep the
game clean and do its part in helping
the players and coaches have as
memorable of an experience as possi-
ble.

Doug Costain, who lives in Wheel-
ing, will serve as the referee of the
game. It's his second all-star game
assignment, but {irst as a white cap,

“It’s definitely an honor to work
this game,” Costain said.

“1 don’t care what sport or what
level of officiating you're on, if you
get chosen for something extra or
above and beyond the normal duty,
it’s special.”

For Costain, he has 18 years of
experience. He was away from the
sport for 10 years, but was encour-
aged to renew his certification by his

long-time friend Tom Bechtel.

“I was in for 12 years and then
Bear asked me to come back and 1
said I would, but I wanted to come
back at the varsity level and not have
to start over,” Costain said. “I was
willing to go through the training
class because [ had been out a while
and needed to get refreshed on the
rules and things.”

As has been the case the last sever-
al years, the OVAC will once again
eniploy a seven-man crew for the
gome, which kicks off tonight at 7:15
at the Dave Bruney Football Com-
plex.

That's two mere officials than a
normal high school game. Though
it’s a change, it’s a welcomed one,
according to Costain.

“When you use a seven-man crew,
it makes everything (on the field)
seem a little bit smaller and closer,”
Costein said. “For me, for instance, I
don’'t have to run up to the line of
scrimmage every play like a normal
high school gnme, so it’s easier from
that perspective.”

Since the OVAC covers numerous
officiating boards and geographic
areas, Clutter tries to represent as
many as possible. Also slated to work
the game are umpire Matt Rudder

(Morgantown), linesman Gcorﬁe
Kelchak (Weirtomn), line judge Mike
Brohard (Parkersburg), fleld judge
Ernie Fithyan (Weirton), side Cl_]udga
Rob Green (East Liverpool) and back
Juqlge Jeff Loeffler (Wheeling).

he officials have not worked
together collectively yet. The crew
has been communicating through a
group text message and it will get
together this afternoon to begin their
formal preparutions.

“T think not using a normal crew is
a great move by the OVAC because
more than just guys from Wheeling
or Weirton are officiating OVAC
games on Friday nights,” Costain
s0id.

“T feel like our role, as officinls, is
to facilitate the game. We want to
keep it smooth and keep it from get-
ting chippy. If we can keep control of
the game and keep our flags in our
pocket, that’s what we’re going to
do.”

The officials will be wearing a
commemorative shirt tonight, too. On
the left side of the shirt will be the
OVAC’s 75th anniversary logo.

The honorary official for tonight’s
game will be Bill “Buli” Flanagan
from Wheeling, who now resides in
Sarasota, Flo,

FERRY

(Continued from Page 13)

it was held, the fact that it

which has gone to the
Mountaineers the last two

was chosen, 1 never had o

It is located in the same
spot as the previous board.

“Being the first guys to
play on that new turf is
exciting,” Wallace said.
“1t’ll definitely be a aice
feeling running out on the
field with the home-town
atmosphere there.”

While Wallace admitted
that he was going to play in
the game regardless where

was awarded to Martins
Ferry added to the desire.

*“The game being played
in our stadium was deflinite-
ly one of the biggest rea-
sons [ wanted to play,”
Wallace said,

Davis, who enjoyed an
all-Ohio campaign at defen-
sive end, admitted that
beating West Virginin and
winning the annual game,

years, are definitely moti-
vating factors. But, being
an all-star game, there's
alse motivation o “put on a
good show” individually,
too.

“{Tonight) is going to be
an awesome experience, but
playing the game at home
makes it even more excit-
ing,” Davis said. “When I

doubt about playing, but I
will have to admit that this
makes it even sweeler.”

One difference for the
Purple Rider duo will be
dressing in different locker
rooms. Neither team will
dress in Ferry's state-of-
the-art fieldhouse. It will be
used o hospitality area for
OVAC officials and spon-
5075,
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ed earlier this week when OVAC offi-
cinls showed a video of some of the previ-
ous games. Rine pointed out seeing former
NFL recelver and now ESPN college foot-
ball analyst Joey Galloway play as well as
ex-Wheeling Central and Pitt standout Curt
McGhee play stood out.

“When you think about all of the guys
who have played in this game and gone on
to have great careers not just in football,
but in life, it's really exciting,” Rine said.
“There's so much history in e 75 years of
football and athletics in the Ohio Val]ey I
am honored to be a part of it.”

Rine's appearance in the game was
brought into question because of his com-
Went to Wheeling Post 1 Legion Base-

He admmitted to being torn on what to do
before the legion games were moved to
Bethany, affording him and three of his
OVAC teammates (Gage Giovengo,
Michael Mills and Jacob Murray) the
opportumty to do both.

‘T was so relieved when that got worked
out and we were able to do both,” Rine

tem and pre LE:u*ing his arm for throwing a
football for the first time since November.

“I love Bishop’s scheme because they let
the quarterback sling it aruumL be an ath-
lete and go make plays,” Rine said. “My
arm was sore after three days, but it was a
good kind of sore.”

Alung with winning the job as West Vir-
ginia's starting quarterback tonight, Rine
wis also voted a teamn captain.

COIN TOSS

When the players converge on midfield
for the ceremonlal coin toss tonight, Ohio
wiil be reFresented by Harrison Central’s
Jesse Bal Cambndge s Garth Charlion,
Meadowbrook’s Konnor Roberts, St,
Clairsville’'s Trey Elerick and
Steubenville's Zane Zimish.

The West Vlrgmm captains are Rine,
Whee]mg Park’s Zach Torbett, Universi-
ty's Adam Frisco and Weir’s Jordnn Allen.

NEW TO THE GAME

As the OVAC has continued to grow,
the OVAC All-Star Game expands and
reaches new territories. Many of the Mor-

antown, Unlversity, Parkersburg South,
restview athletes haven't been exposed to

sity, has his way, it will become a regular
event for Hawks players and fans.

“T have never been to the all-star football
evame but 1 was part of the OVAC-MAC

restling Team and T know it was a fun
time,” Frlsco said. “It was just a one-day
event and dldn t have a camp, so this is
even more fun,”

Frisco had talked to a couple of previous
Hawk participants before departing for
Bethany last week just to get a feel of what
to expect.

“I had no doubts about playm% Frisco
said. *I didn't know hardly any of the guys
except a couple that T wrestled against, but
I know I’ve made some friends for life.”

LEAD THE CHEERS

The cheering squads have been working
on their routines all week at Bethany, too.
The Obio squad consists of MaKenna
Berka (Bellaire), Alexa Coggins (Shady-
side), Allison Dixon (Shenandoah), Megan
Edwards (Martins Ferry), Rachel Ewin
(Indian Creek), Luuren Ferrel
{Steubenville), Cierra Fi _}'ye (Harrison Cen-
tral), Tazalyn Glenn (Tarento), Allyson
Goclan (St. John) and Alyssa Morris

(Bishop Donafiue), Alexandrea Burchett
(Oak Glen), Aloyna Deganhardt (Weir),
Lexus Ficca (Weir), Abby Hudrlik (Wheel-
ing Park), Jennifer Richmond (Bishop
Donnhue), Ashley Ruza (Cameron), Mallo-

Santoro (Madonna) and Jourdin Yuncke
(John Marshall).

STRONG REFRESENTATION

Of the 53 schools that were in the
OVAC Iast football season, 41 of those
havea represenmtlvc of some sort involved
in toright's festivities. That includes 147
band members, 22 Queen of Queens candi-
dates, 20 cheerlenders and 65 football

p]ayers.
CHARITY GAME

Though the word ‘charity’ doesn’t exist
in the formal name of the game any longer,
the proceeds still benefit others. In 46
geurs the game hns donated more than

34,700 to charity organizations and
scholmhlps thrgnghout the Ohio Valley.

To help alleviate a lengthy wait at the
ticket booth tonight — and save some
money — fans are being encouraged to
purchase tickets at a host of area business-

the game,

Wlﬂ] that behind him, Rine has gone to
work in trying to learn West Virginia's sys-

If West Virginia linebacker Adam
Frisco, 'who played his prep ball at Univer-

(Union Local).

L RUDY

Not pictured is Bob Kramar,

The West Virginia squad consists of
Abbey Bauer (John Marshall), Josie Bonar

GIIAIIITY FﬂﬂTBAlI. GAIVIE

PICTURED IS the West Virginia All-Star Team for Saturday s
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game.

Front row, from left, are Chrls Yachinl, Donovan Spencer,

' Gage quvengo. lsaac Rlno and Lanca Collins.

: f\&mﬂdm. from Ieft, are Jacob Murray, Jace Reed, Jimmy Hull, Zach Tarbett, Tray Miller,

ichael Starcher, Cody Enriatl, Adam Frisco and Dylan Baker.

Third row, from left, are J.C. Custer, Chase Street, Alex Edgell, Michas! Maalge, Tyler Anderson,
Jordan Allen, Jack Raltz and Peyton Powroznik.

Fourth row, from left, are Hayden Bermy, Travis Lowther, Logan Kranis, Jacob Kerekes,

Dante Carlier, Lander James, Zack Martln and Maezi Mosby.

Top row, from left, are Anthony Robblns, Lou Rlchmend, Curt Mele, Zach Klemm, Head coach
John Durdines, LA, Hampton, Jim Smith, Howard Stamp, Eric James, Vinny Mangine.

es. All area Kroger stores in both West Vir-
%_hma and Ohlo are offering tickets for $7.
e cost at the gate is $10.

John Burkhalier, Hichaq{ mlls,

gratulations & Good Luck
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The Breaimst Comuticnamt Yan Coa Give is A Esferral

GOOD LUCK COACH HOLT'

18 Main Street, Cameron WV 26003
304-686-3161
Helping Veterans For God and Country

NORTH PARK APRRTIMENTS

Accepting Applications for 1,2 & 3 Bedrooms
Amenitias Include: AT
+0n Sita Laundry » Central A/C » Wall-to-wall Carpet -3 :
*Appances « Playground
Rent Basad on Incoma
mnmmmmwm 384-232-2888
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EIEN 00D YALLAGE APRRTMENTS

Aowly At: 200 Bolmant Road, Bethosda, 80143719 - T40-484-3640
& BFFICE NOURS: Mon-Frl. Saza-Gam - TTY4731 e

Dylan Baker, John Burkhalter, & Isaac Rine
Good luck Cassidy Sansone, CCHS Queen

www.cchsknights.org

(304) 233-1660 |

| ?od Luck ) )
Wheeling Park High School
In the 2017 Football Season

*Wheeling Park High School offers
20 varsity sports and three club sports.
*Boys sports offered are Baseball, Basketball,
Cross Country, Football, Golf, Soccer,
Swimming, Tennis, Track and Wrestling,
*Girls sports offered are Basketball, | -
Cheerleading, Cross Country, Golf,
Soccer, Softball, Swimming,
Tennis, Track and Volleyball,
* Club sports include Hockey,

Rnve T anrnces and Glirle T arrnces




off chasers in the final sec-
tion on Friday.

Boasson Hagen was part
of a 20-man %_roup that
Froome and Team Sky

ave freedom to escape
rom the peloton because
none of them presented a
threat to his overall lead.
After two energy-sapping
days of climbs in the Alps,
Froome and his rivals had
their sights set instead on
the time trial on Saturday
in Marseille that will deter-
mine the podium order
before the race ends in
Paris on Sunday.

At the finish of Stage 19

diately realized they'd
made a mistake, as Boas-
son Hopen puiled away.

“That’s when it struck
me: We should have taken
right," Keukeleire said.
“He’s one of those riders,

ive him 10 meters and
e's pone,”

It was Boasson Hagen’s
third career stage win at
the Tour, after his first two
in 2011. He said he did his
homework, studying. the
stage finish and identifying
the shorter route around
the roundabout.

“l was hunting -for
opportunities, and then the

Edvald Boasson Hagen celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win

teenth stage of the Tour de France.

roundabout arrived,” he
said. “I understood that
going right would be
guicker.”

Froome's group, which
included the main race
contenders, was still riding
a5 Boasson Haogen cele-
brated his win. The peloton
eventually rolled 1n at n

LocaL GARD

'ARea NoTES

Tour DE FRANCE

PREP

FOOTBALL
OVAC Rudy Mumlay Ali-Ster Gama,
& p.m.

SeorTs ON TV

Today
AUTO RACING
0 a.m,
CMBC — MNASCAR, Manster Energy

Saries, Brickynrd 400, practice, at Indi-
anepolis

11 a.m,
CNBC ~= NASCAR, Menatar Enargy
Sariea, Brickyard 400, 1inal practice, ot
Indianapaolia

2:30 p.m,
NBCSN — NASCAR, Xfinity Seriss, Lilly
Diabotan 280, quuali{vlng. at Indianapalis

pm,

FS52 — IMSA Waathertach Sportacar

Championshlp, Northaast Grand Prix, st
Lakavllla, Conn.

3:30 p.m,
NBCSN — NASCAR, Xfinity Serles, Lily
Diabatas 260, at Igdlanapﬂi L]

m. ,
NBCSN — NABCJ?H. Monster Enurgv
Sarlay, Brickyard 400, guallfylng, at In¢l-

anapolis
BASKETBALL

Noon
EGPN — Tha Haskeiball Tournamant,
Super 18, Always A Brava va. Scarlet &
Gray, at New Yark

2p.m,
ESPN — Tha Easfalball Tournament,
Supar 18, Purple And Black ve. Gelden
Eaples Alumni, at New York

4 p.m,
ESPNZ — The Barlv.amall Tournamsant,
Super 18, Team Challangs Als va, Faw
Good Men, st Now York :

A pm.
ESPN2 — Tha Haskethall Tournament,
Super 18 Armared Athiets va., Team
Colorado, at New York
CORNHOLE

2p.m, -
ESPNZ — ACL, 2017 Championship of
Hags, at Chervkes, ¢.C,

cYcLiNg

fam- - .
NBCSN — Tour da France, Stags 29, at
Marawilla, France

3£Lm.
MBC - Tour da Franca, Staga 20, at
Marseille, France (sarma-day tapa)

DAAG RACING

12:30 a.m, lﬁmdﬂl
FS1 — NHRA, Mapar Mila-High tation-
als. qunlifying, at Denver (sama-day

tapel GOLF

7 am,
NBC ~— Britlzsh Opan, third round, at
Southport, England

2p.m,
ES1 — UBGA, U.S. Junlor Amataur
Champtanship, champianship malch, at
Andnovar, Kan.

A pam,
GOLF — PGA Tour, Barbasol Champl-
enship, third round, 8t Aubum, Ala|

4:30 p.m.
NBEL = Britlsh Open, hightlghts, at
Southpost, Engta?d

p.m.
GOLF — LPOA Tour, Marathen Classlc,
third sound, at Sylvanio, Ohin (same-
day taps) -

4 a.m. (Sundsy]
GOLF — British Opan, final round, at
Sauthpeit, England

H RACING

8 p.m.
F52 -~ Saratoga Live, Disna Stakea, st
Saratoga Spsingy, N.Y.
MI.% BASEDALL
4pm.
FE1 = 5t. Louls q; Chicago Cubs
p.h.
F§1 — Texas at Tampa Bay !
Bpm. W
ATT — Plttaburgh at Colormdo
Al pm

MLB — Ragianal révalragu. M.Y. Yan-
kans at Seaitlea OR Boston at LA, Angels

{games Joined in rass)
MIXED qu'MLAHTS

Gpam, :
FOX — UFC Fight Night, prellms, at
New York

Bp.m.
FOX = UFC Flght Night, Chris Waeld-
man va. Kelvin Gastaium. at New York
MOTOR BPCRTS .

‘l‘lx.m. e
NACSN «— AMA Lucas OIlI' Pro
Mojocrass, Spring Cresk National, at
Millvilie, Minn. {some-day tape}

POKER !

9p.m.
ESPN — World Sarias of Poker, final -

table, at Las Vegaa '
BOCCER

3:30 pm,
LIFE - NWSL, Ortanda at Chicaga

4¢,m.
ESPN — MLS, N.Y. Red Bulte at Min-
craota United

G p.m,
ESPN — Intarnatlonat Championn Cup,
Juventun va. FC Barcelona, at Esst
RAutherford, N.J.

Bpm,
ESPN2 — International Champions Cup,
faria Saint-Germain va, Tottanham Hot-
spur, at Qrlando, Fla.

10 p.m.
FS1 — CONCACAF Gold Cup, ssmifinal,
Costs Rica va. Unitad States, at Ariing-
1on, Texas .
WNBA BASKETBALL

3:30 pam, -
ASC — WNBA Alt1§tnr Gams, East va,
Wast, ot Seattlo

NFL CALENDAR

Aug, 3 = Hall of Fame game.

Aug. 6 — Fro Footkalt Hall of Fame
Inductiana,

Aug. 9-13 — First presaazon weekend
of games.

Sept. 2 = Cutdown to 53-man roster,
Sapt. 3 — Creation of 10-man practica
squads allowed.

Sept. 7 — Saaszon opansr, Kansas City
at New England,

Sapt. 10 — First full day of raguiar-saa-
RON games.

Sept. 24 — Baltlmora va. Jackaanville
at Landon. .

Qct. 1 — Naw QOrisans vs, Miaml at
London.

Oct, 17-18 — Fail mantings In Naw
Yark,

QOct. 22 — Arlzona vs. Los Angales
Rams at Landan.

Oct. 29 — Minnesota va, Claveland at

Londoan.
Oct. 31 — Trade daadiine.
Maov, 19 — Naw England ve, Gakland at

Maxico Clrp,
Dec. 31 — Ragular agason ends,

—
DVAC Hall of Fama Tickets en Sale

Ticketa for the 2017 QVAC Hall of
Fame Banguat slatad Saturday, Aug. 1B
at WasHanca Arsa in Yyhealing #ra cur-
raritty on pale. Tickats arg $30 each or
5240 for @ tnble of eight. Thers will ba
no tickets sold at the door.To order tick-
gg?’,ur.all the OVALC office a (74D) 391~

£t. John's Basketball I:tmg

The 2Bth annual 51 John Central
basksiball cemp will ba hetd at the high
school in Bslloira from July 24-28,
camp runs from & a.m. 1o 12:30 p.m.
anch day. Campars are urged to bring a
baFgad lunch as relrigeration is avail-
able. Tha camp will strezs fundamantais
while also having competitions such aa
fres-throw ahooting, 5-on-§ games and
3-point shooting. |

Lady Irish head coach Bubba Kapra|
will be the dirsctor. Guast apankirs wiil
La feajured sagh day. Thay [pclude
Scootar Talzda, Suzls Dallar,iDarek
tawards and E.J. Schodzlnakl. -

The cost is 530 par campar #Rd $20
{or each additlonal family mambsr.
Every campar will recelve a camp t-shirt
and grean basketball, Tha camp is cpan
10 boys and giris antering grades 1-8.
Lowsr hoope will be available for
youngar C‘erﬂl‘l.

Far eddlladsl Information, contact
Kapral at (740} 350-3410 or by small at
BXOVAC21®aal.com, To pre-repistar
via mail, send checks payable to Lad
Irich Baskwiball to Bubba Kapral, 144
Manple St,, Ballalre, Chio . Pleaga
Inciuds T-shirt sizea and grada leval,

Softhall Pliching Clinlc

The Wheallng Racraatian Depart-
ment | sponsoring fast pltch plluhlnﬁ
lassans for gradea 1-12. Seaslons wi
be held et the |-470 baliftalds at 8 p.m.
Aug. 7-10. Cosch John Ritz, vateran
Instructor from Bellalre, will sarve as
Frimsrv instrucior. Instructlon will ba
Imited to provide maxlmuem instruc-
tlan, Balls will be provided but sach
El‘mher must brlnrg her glava. Cost ia

0 until Aug. 1. If you atterd tha soft-
bali camp, it ia $20. For mare informa-
tlon, contact the YWhaeeling Recraation
Dapastmant at {304) 234-

Fall Sottball Laagues

Tha |-470 ballparka and Whealing
Racreation wii| ba conducting. fall soft:
ball leaguen for flva divislone-fhigh
school, Sth grade and undar, Tth grade
rrd undar, Bth grade and under, 3rd
grade end under) 3rd grade wit be
coach pitch. The deadline for applica-
tlone |a Tuasday, Aug. 1. If you are
interasted in having a team, plaase con-
tact the recreation department. email:
whes!ingrec@®gmsil.com; office phona:
304-234-3841; Tom cell: 304-839-6326

Triadalphia Car Wash

The Tradelphia Midd!e School val-
tayball will be holding a car wash
fundraiser fram 12:30-3:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Auq. 19 at Progressive Bank-
Woudsdale Branch, 8756 National Road,
In Whasling.

ON Tuis DATE

CompHed by PAUL MONTELLA
1805 — Waldon Honley of the
Philadalphia Athletlcs pitched a no-hit-
ter, defeating tha St. Loula Browns 6-0
In the firs1 game of a doublshaader. It
was the kighlignt of Henlay's 4.11 sea-

son. .

1408 — Bob Ewlny plichud the
Clincinnati Reds to a 10-3 victory over
tha Phitads!phla Phiilies without a sin-
ple nssist registerod hy his taammatss.

19286 — Cinginnati had four triples in
an 11-run second Inning a3 the Aads
beat tha Boston Braves, 13-1, Curt Walk-
ar hit two in the Ianing to tia an NL
racard for mast triplas Inan Inning.

1982 — Floyd Hokinson of the Chica-
gn White Sox had six singlas In wix at-

atn in a 7-3 victory over tha Baston

Red Sox.

1887 — The Allanta Braves usad » .

major l-uaFua racard five pltshers In tha
ninth Inning of a 54 win aver the St
Louis Cardinale, The pitichers wera Ken
Johngson, Ramon Harnandez, Clauda
Raymond, Ofck Kallay and Cacll
Upehaw.

2000 — Seattla’s 13.5 win over Texos
was intexrupted for B4 minuten when a
rainstorm drenchad fans at Safeco Fleid
and the $617.8 milllon stadlurm's roof
wouldn't close becausa of & computer
probiaen. The roof finally began closing
about 20 minutea ater.

2004 — Jason Schmidt's 12-game
winnlng streak ended as San Francleco
fall to San Diego 9-4. Schmldt (12-2t
wap off fram tha outset in hia worat
s1as1 of tha sanson, aliowing alght runa,
nine hite and four waiks in 5 2-3
Innings. It wan his first losa in 17 starts
since Apvil 21.

2008 — Alforeo Scriang had thras

* daubles, a triple and scored two runs to

laad Washingtan to a 7-3 victory over
the Chicago Cubs.

2007 — The New York Yankees had
25 hits in 8 21-4 rout of Tampa Bay. The
Yankaas hit sk homa runs in the gama,
Including two by Shelley Duncan.

2008 — Florida's fick VendanHurk
thraw five hiriess innings and combined
with three rellevars for a one-hit, 1-0
win aver Atlsnta,

2012 — Sath Smith hit & lying homer
in the niAth inning, Caco Crisp sitnglad
kome the winning run in the 12th and
the surglng Qakland Athletice rallled
from four runa down to stun the Naw
York Yankees 5-4 and complete a four-
gama swaap, Ths Yanksas had not
tesn swept |n & fourgame sarlas eince
May 2003 against Toronto.

2012 — Albart Pujols and Bobby Wil
sort homered, and Mike Trout scored a
run in hia t4ith cansacutive game to eat
wn Al rookls record, leading the Los
AnQeolea Angels to B 7-4 win ovar Taxas,

2012 — Ryan Doumit homarad from
both sides of tho plate and drova in four
runs 1¢ laad Mirnesata to a 7-5 win
ovar Kanaas City.

2013 — Ryan Braun, the 2011 Naticn-
el League MVP, was suxpendad for the
rast of the seaton and the postseason,
tha gtart of sanctions Invoiving playars
reportedly tled to a Florida clinlc
accusad af distrlbutlng parformanca-
anhancing drugs. The Milwaukes Braw-
ars star sccepted the 65-game han, 15
gamas mora than tha one he avaided
last year whon an arbitratar overtumad
his positlva teat far alavated tastos-
tarons becauas the urine sample had
been improparly handled.

Today's binthdays: Jako Barrett 25;
Ryan Vogeisong 39.

Salon-da-Provenca:

1. Edvald Bezasson Hagan, Narway,
Dimansion Datm, 5 hours, 8 minutes, 8
secands,

Z. Niklag Arndt, Germany, Team Sun-
wah, :08 behind,

3. Jens Keukelaire, Balglum, Orlca-
Seott, (17,

4, Dnniala Bennatl, laly, Movistar
Taam, sams 1ma.

5. Thomas De Gendt, Belgium, Lot
Spudal, sama tima,

8. Sylvaln Chavanel, France, Direct
Energla, eame tima.

7. Elig Geshart, France, Tasm Fortunea-
Oscarp, ssma time.

8, dan Bakelants, Balglum, AG2R La
Mondiale, sama tima.

2. Michasl Albasinl, Switzerland, Orica-
Beolt, 118 .

40. Pierre Lue Perichcen, France, Tesm
Fortunec-QOscaro, 1:32

11, Lil|an Calmejane, France, Diract
Enargla, 1:37.

12, Hen Bwil, Britain, UAE Team Eml-
tataa, aama tims.

13, Giantuca Brambitla, Italy, Quick-Step
Floors, same tima.

14, Julign Simar, France, Cofidia, Salu-
tlons Credits, sama lima.

15. Aamain Hardy, France, Team Foru-
nea-Cscaro, sama time.

18. Audy Maolard, Francs, FDJ, eamas
tims,

17. Robsen Kisarfaveki, Crostia, Kastusha-
Alpecin, sams tlimn.

18. Tany Gallopin, France, Lotto Soudal,
aama tima.

19. Aomalp Sizard, France, Diract
Enargle, kema time,

20. Bauke Mollame, Netharlands, Trek-
Segafredo, same time.
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44, Andraw Telansky, United States,

Cannandale-Drapac, 12:27.

51, Nate Brawn, Unitad Statas, Cannon-

dals Drapac. sama tima.

57. Taylor Phinnay, United States, Can-

nandale Drapac, same lima.
Ovarall Standings,
{Aftar 18 stagas)l. o> - 27

1. Chrla Froome, Britain, Sky, B3:28:65.

2. Romain Bordet, France, AGZH La

Mondiala, :23 bahlrd.

3. Rigoberto Uran, Colombla, Cannan-

dale Rrapac, :29.

4, Mikel Lenda, Spain, Sky, 1:28.

5. Fabio Aru, ltaly, Astana, 1:53.

4. Daniel Martin, iraland, Quick-Stap

Floors, 2:58.

7. Simon Yatos, Britaln, Ozlca-Scotr,

4:48.

8. Louis Msainties, Gouth Africe, UAE
Team Emiratas, 8:62.

9, Warren Barguil, France, Sunwab,
[A:22.

1G. Altherta Contadar, Spaln, Trek-
Segatroda, 8;34.

1;.‘[!411111 lano Caruso, Itsly, BMC Racing,
13:41, .

12. Nairo Quimtana, Colombis, Movistar,
1352

13, Mikal Nlsve, Spain, Sky, 22:11.

14, Alexls Vulliermoz, France, AGIR La

MandIsls, 23;33,

16, Emanusl Buchmann, Germany,

Bora-Hansgrohs, 31:01.
6.;‘3";!3:0‘Fulllu, France, Fortunso-

3508,
17. Bauke Moilema, Natherlands, Trek-
Segafreda, 36:13.

18. Carica Betangur, Colombia, Movis-
tar, 38:25.

19, Sargs Pauwels, Belgium, Dimanslon
Data, 37:31.

20. Ties) Benoot, Belgium, Lotto Soudal,
440:49,

Also
42, Nats Brown, United States, Cannon-
dals Drapac, 1:54:33,
48, Andraw Talanzky, Unitad States,
Cannondale Dvapac, 2:01:13,
183. Taylor Phinney, United States, Can-
nondak Drapac, :17:15,

. Tour de Franca Stagss
July 1 — Staga One: Duseszsidorf, Ger-
many, Indlvidual time trial {14km-8.7
milas} (rtage: Garaint Thomas, Britnin;
Yellow Jeraay: Thomas)
July 2 — Stapa Two: Dusssseldori 1o
Lla%ﬂ, Bulglurn. flat (203.5-126.4) {Mar-
cel Kittel, Germany; Thomas)
July 3 — Swage Thrae: Vervlars, Bal-
glum to Longwy. France, hilly {212.5-
132.0) (Pater an, Slovakia; Thomas)
July 4 — Stage Four: Mendarfies-Bains
ta Vittsl, flat {207.5-118.8) {Arnaud
Damare, France; Thomas)
July 5 — Stage Fiva: Vittel to La
Plancha des Balles Filles, hilly [180.5-
099.7) {Fabia Aru, haly; Chris Frooms,
Britaln}
July 8 — Stage Six: Vesoul to Troyes,
fist (2168-134.2) (Kittal; Froeme)
July 7 — Stage Sevan: Trayes to Nuits-
Seint-Georgas, ftat (213.6-132.7) {Kditel;
Froom)
Juty B — Btage Eight: Dole to Statlon
dea Roussen, hilly {187.5-116.5) iLillan
Calmejanra, France; Frooma)
July @ — Stage Nine: Nantua to Cham-
bery, mountain {181.5-112.8) (Rigobaria
Uran, Colombia; Frooma)
July 10 — ftast Day: Dordogne
July 11 — Stage 10: Parigusux to Bary-
arac, flat (178-110.6) {Kittel; Froome)’
July 12 — Stage 11; Eymat to Pau, flat
{203.8-128.4) (Kittal; Froomal
July 13 — Stage 1I: Pau 1o Payragudes,
matntain {214.5-133.3} (Romaln Bardst,
France; Aru)
July 14 — Stage 13: Saint-Girons to
Faix, mountain {101-82,8} (Warren Bar-
guil, France; Aru}
July i5 — Stage 14; Blagnac to Aadez,
hilty {181.5-112.8) (Michael Matthewa,
Australin; Frocma)
July 18 — Stags 15: Latzsac-Severac
'Eglisa ta La Puy-an-Valay, hilly {189.6-
117.7) {Bauke Mollama, Netherlands;
Froomal
July 17 — Aeat Day: La Puy-en-Velny
Juty 18 — Stage 16; La Puy.an-Velay ta
Aomans-sur-lnere, flat {185-102.5)
{Matthrws; Froome)
Juiy 19 — Staga 17: La Mura to Sarrs-
Chevaller, mountain {183-113.7} {Primoz
Reglic, Skavenis; Froomat
July 20 «= Stage 18: Briancon to kzoard,
mountain  {179.6-111,5) (Barguik;
Frocma)
July 21 — Stage 18: Embrun to Salon-
da-Frovence, flat {222.5.138.3} (Edvsld
Boasscn Hagan, Norway; Froomal)
Today — Stags 20: Marsaills, individual
tlme trin (22,6-14.6)
July 23 — Stege 21: Montgaron to Paris
Champs-Elysees, ot (103-64.0)

leisurely place more than
12 minutes after Boasson
Hagen claimed the first
stage win for the Dimen-
sion Data tenm at this tour,

The overall standings
remained unchanged, with
Froome leading French
rider Romain Bardet by 23
seconds and Rigoberto

AP Photo
the nine-

Uran of Colombin by 29
seconds,

With no major difficul-
ties, the 222.5-kilometer
{138-mile) stage from
Embrun in the Alps
offered no real opportunity
for Froome's rivals to claw
back time. Instead, they
und Froome settled for a

nine, everyone but Arndt
and Boasson Hagen then
went left around the round-
about in the last three kilo-
meters {(under two miles),
essentially eliminating
themselves from the run-
ning.

On Stage 7, Boassan
Haogen lost to Marcel Kittel
by mere millimeters in a
phato finish at Nuits-Saint-
Georges. He was also sec-
ond on Siage 16 and third
on Stages 11 and 14,

“I didn't have to do a
photo finish this time,” he
said. I finally got my vic-

tory.”

ALL-STAR

{Continued from Page 13}

The teams went through their final work-
outs Friday moming, practicing Hfll(.lst once,
Ohio expects to endure a brief walk through
today, but the teams are scheduled for
brunch at 10 a.m. and del)urt for Martins
Ferry at 2:30 p.m.. The players must also
pack up their belongings in that time span,
too.

“"I'hough it seems like chnu have al! day to
sit around and wait, it'll be a fairly busy
day,” Justus said. “Our guys bave been get-

ting their bodies right. We expect to be ready
to play well.”
oih teams had to jockey their practice

schedules around because of the heat and
humidjt{‘that moved into the Ohio Valley
this wee!

“We only went in full gear during one
practice a day on Wednesday and Thurs-
day,” Justus said. “We went shorter in the
afternoon. It’s just mental more than any-
thing else. We've been fine tuning some
things and the kids have really picked up
lhm%rs well as we've moved throughout the
ww ”

Durdines indicated heat indexes on the
Bethany College turf reached triple digits
during the week. But, still his team opted for
comﬁftitivc. but fun, drills despite the
coaching staff offering an opportunity to
back off for a day.

“The kids have always wanted to do
more,” Durdines said. “We were basically
givin% them an out, but they elected not to
take 1t, That made me feel really good

because it shuw(fglt}?wm n}"luch this ganie, and 3
-them’ i

winning, means :

Fans making the trip to Martins Ferry
should expect 2 lot of spread formations as
both Ohio and West Virginin plan on mak-
ing a solid effort to get their playmakers in
space at all times.

“It"s tougher for us to prepare (for Chio)
because they have a mixture of schools on
their coaching staff,” Durdines said. “Obvi-
ously Coach Justus coached at Conotton
Valle{. but there are several assistants from
East Liverpool, too. We're not guite sure
what they’re going to run more of. But, still,
football is football and we'll adjust as need
be once the game gels going.” :

Actually, it'll be a mixture. 1t’]l be Conot-
ton Valley's offensive scheme with East
Liverpool’s defensive scheme since Potters
head coach Josh Ludwig is spearheading the
gefensive unit this week for the Buckeye

tafe.

*“We're trying 1o do things offensively that
K]nu can't predict,” Justus said. “You can

ind of predict what both teams are going to
be on defense. We want to spread people out
and try to negate some of the things they can
do detfensive t{ If you line up in truditional
formations, then 1t’s challenging because
you don't know the front.”

Ohio will go with Aostin Mayfield of East
Liverpool at quarterback. Meadowbrook's
Konnor Roberts will be his understudy and
see action.

In the backfield, Harrison Central’s Jesse
Ball will see fullback duty, while Indian
Creek's Robert Coppa will be the starting
tailback.

On the perimeter, Ohio plans to go with
Bellnire's Justyn Keyser, Martins Ferry’s
Jack Davis and Buckeye Local’s Sean Mil-

lard as the first group of receivers.

_ Up front, the Buckeyes will utilize St.
Clairsville’s Trey Elerick at center. Martins
Ferry's Dom Wallace and East Liverpool’s
Freddie Plum are ticketed for guard duties,
while Indian Creek’s Sum Robinson and
Beaver Local's Terry Adkins have won the
iackle jobs,

“The kids have really picked up the
offense well,” Justus said. “If was slow earli-
er in the week, but they've really grasped it
well and they know their assi nts well. I
am n lot more confident (offensively) at this
point than I was.”

The Mountaineers’ defensive unit will
employ a 4-2-5 scheme. Up front, Weir's
Jordan Allen and South's Jock Raitz are the
ends, while Qak Glen's Logan Kranis and
Weir's Travis Lowther will start at tackle.

The inside linebacking duties have gone
to Brooke's Alex Edgell and Wheeling
Park's Michael Meaige: ‘

In the secondary, Bishop Donahue’s Trey
Miller and Wheeling Ceniral’s Dylan Baker
are the comers. The saefety trio consists of
Qak Glen’s Lance Collins, Tyler's Tyler
bAenderson and Wheeling Park's Zach Tor-

1t

“Qur defensie has been looking good,”
Durdines said. *“The tough part is to keep
from second guessing yourself. When prac-
ticing for a normal week, your starting group
is going against a second group. In this
game, we have an all-star offense and an all-
stor defense, so there have been days where
our defense has looked really good.and other
days where our offense has logked really

'L think the kids have grasped the sys-
tem well.” .

- The West Virﬁinia offense, meanwhile,
will be triggered by Wheeling Central’s
Isaac Rine.

Magnolia’s Chase Street and Weir's Cody
Enrietti will line up with Rine in the back-
field. On the flanks, Rine will have a combi-
nation of Brooke’s Chris Yachini, Weir's
Donovan Spencer, Wheeling Central’s John
Burkhalter and Bishop Donahue’s J.C.
85 front, Linsly's Gage Gi J

p front, Linsly's Gage Glovengo is Jist-
ed at tight end, :

Cameron's Lander James is the starting
center, while Morgantown's Dante Carlier
and University's Peyton Powroznik are the

uards. At tackle, Wheeling Park's Hayden

erry and University’s Zack Martin will
start, :
Ohio’s defense will feature Ball and
River’s Mason Ladyga at the tackle spot,
while Steubenville's Drone Moore and
River's Luke Matusik are ticketed far the
starting end spots.

Big Red's Zane Zimmish will be at one
linebacker spot along with Cambridge’s
Garth Charlton and Cambridge's William
Lowe.

In the secondary, Shadyside’s Billy John-
son will start at stronﬁlsafely. while Toron-
to's Danny Zdinak will roam at free safety.
The corners are Si. Clairsville's Zach
Bi%elow and Buckeye Trail’s Troy Pontius.

cial teamns has been a point of empha-
is week, according to both coaches.
Weir High's Michael Mills will kick and
Park's Maezi Mosby will punt. For Ohio,
Mn}yﬁelcl will punt and his Potter tecammate
Dyfun Kidder will handle the placements.

sis

Browns Coach Launches
Foundation to Combat
Human Trafficking

By TOM WITHERS
AP Sports Writer

BEREA, Ohio — Cleveland Browns
coach Hue Juckson is tackling a disturbing
problem that’s not always visible.

Jackson and his wife, Michelle, have
launched a foundation to supgort organi-
zations that combat human trafficking and
uid its victims, women who are exploited,
abused and scarred for life.

“We're all in,” Jackson said during a
kickoff event at the team’s headquarters,
“We want to make a difference in this
aren.”

On Thursday, The Hue Jackson Foun-
dation nnnounced a partrership with the
Salvation Army of Greater Cleveland to
Erovide secure hovsing for women who

ave been victimized by human traffick-
ing — modem-day slovery that involves
the use of force, fraud or coercion to
obtain some type of labor or commercial

sex act.

Jackson's affiliation will raise nware-
ness to un jssue that oflen goes unreported
and undetected. :

“I"'m not afraid of a challehge,” said
Inckson, who went just 1-15 during his
first season with the Browns. *“We've seen
the impact of what this creature does to
people,” !

e 12-bed recovery facility, named in
honor of Jacksen, will offer a'safe envi-
ronment for victims to heal and focus on
treatment. Officials say there are less than
100 beds available nationwide for the
estimated 100,000 identified trafficking
victims annually. |

Jackson said the foundatiop believes
safe housing is essential to syrvivors in
order to break trafficking's circle. Jack-
son, who has three daughters, was joined
at the foundation’s kickoff by Qhio Attor-
ney General Mike DeWine. !

'
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ABOVE: Rivers Cody Saksa, left, and Mason Ladyga, right, arrive at Bethany College on Saturday morning to check
into camp for next Saturday's OVAC Rudy Mumley Football All-Star Game. BELOW RIGHT: Shadyside's Donnle
Meadows gets his paperwork in order with game officials. ‘

lI-Stars arrive focused

- Preparations begin for OVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star Game

By RICK THORP
Times Leader Sports Writer

BETHANY — The count-
down has begun in earnest for
the annual OVAC Rudy

Game.

Saturday morning at
Bethany College’s
Thomas P, Johnson
Health and Recre-
ation Center, players §
from Ohio and West
Virginia arrived in a
steady stream tol
check in for what
promises to be a week
of lively camp action.

“‘T'm very happy,;"’ Ohio
head coach Karl Justus said,
“I've been [ooking forward to
this for a very long time. 1
think we have a great staff and
some really good players.””

West Virginia head coach
John Durdines was eager to

. et to work as he watched his
players enter and pick up their
equipment.

“‘It's so exciting to get
things started,”’ he beamed.
“‘Obviously, from the time we

Mumley Football All-Star
v

started picking teams and the
kids started submitting
whether they were going to
commne, we’ve been anticipating
this.
*'Like I snid, the excite-
ment is here, I think the kids
are excited and we're

Players looked liked
kids on Christmas

the TPJ and were
grezted by OVAC
Zfootball commission-
s er Dave Clutter. From

there, it was on to the

registration desk, where the
step-by-step registration
began. Following a stop at the
T-shirt countur, players picked
up their room keys and made
their way into the indoor track
area where former Cameron
High head coach Jim Rogers
was there to help them with
equipment, etc,

Players on both sides got to
work Saturday and will do so
for the next week, culminating
with. the game, slated for this

See, ARRIVE, Page B2
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Continued from Page B1

Saturday night at 7 at Matins Ferry's Purple Rider Sta-
divm. The game had to be moved there alter structural
damage was found this spring at Wheeling Istand Stadi-
um.

Justus said he’ll have his players in shells today after
going through a shorts workoutl Saturday. Then, Monday,
it’s time to start hitting.

The formicr Conotlon Valley head coach said he’s excit-
ed aboul the coaching staff he's put together and belicves
the combination of strategies will be a benelit

“Coach (Ryan) Ludwig from East Liverpool brought a
few guys with him so he’ll be familiar with them and 1
know the other guys a lot so we'll have a common bond
and we can work together.”’

Among Durdines’ assistants arc Cameron assistant Eric
James (the two worked together at Donahue) and former
Madonna head coach Bob Kramer.,

Durdines, who rebuilt Bishop Donahue into a West Vir-
ginia Class A contender, can’t wait to work with some of’
the Mountain State’s top talent.

“You have so much respect for the player’s on other
teams,”” e said. *‘It's great when you're sitting on the
sideline and you're watching a kid give 100 percent and
you're like ‘Boy, I'd like to have that kid.” And, now, you
have that chance.”’ .

Like Justus, Durdines will spend the first few duays of
camp introducing his terminology and -starting to find the
right fit for cach of his players. . :

“*BEvery kids is going to play,” he saicd. **I’m all about
giving these kids an opportunity to play. The more they
show me out here, the more they'll play come Safurday.”

Post 1 Trio
Is Pulling
Double Duty

By JOSH STROPE
Sports Editor

BETHANY — The chance to play in
the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Foot-
ball Game has been the dream of many
local kids growing up.

The chance to go for an
impressive third straight
American Legion state cham-
pionship is something you
can’t turn down,

Luckily for three Wheeling
Post 1 players, they won't
have to.

Thanks to the combined
efforts of the OVAC,
Bethany College, W.Va. foot-
ball coach John Durdines and
American Legion managers
Mark Delbrugge, Jason
Swartzmiller and Bill Bur-
kett, the Area One Tourna-
ment was moved from the
J.B. Chambers 1-470 Com-

$pective.” Fortunately, a wrong has
‘The Mystic Rock course  been put right thanks to the
played host to a few PGA managers of the Area One

events in the early 20005
and while there are no plans
{o bring the main circuit
back to cither that course or

+ Shepherd’s Rock, the door
is deflinitely not closed.

“I think we just want to
get this course opened first
and let it mature,” Ulevich
said.,

Area One
Tournament Moves

Controversy surrounding
the Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Game has been a
ot topic this week. Several
players were being forced
to choose whether to partic-
ipate in the summer classic
or their respeclive legion
baseball tournament.

A couple months ago, I
wrote a column saying Kids
shouldn’t just focus on one
sport. So I am very much in
favor of letting the players
participale in both ~ espe-
cially when a pep rally and
an ice cream social is all
they would miss.

I personally like Tom
Rataiczak and Bob Koch
and think the OVAC does a
lot of goad things for our
student-athletes, but [ dis-
agree with them on this.

PosT 1

Legion Tournament. The
double-elimination tourna-
ment, which beging Tues-
day, has been moved from
the [-470 Complex to
Bethany Colle%{:].

That means Wheeling's
Isnac Rine, Gage Giovengo,
and Butter Murray, as well
a5 Weirton's Michae] Mills,
will not have to leave the
Bethany College campus
and wili be eligible for boiit
the Area One Tournament
and next weekend's football
classic at the Dave Bruney
Foothall Complex in Mar-
tins Ferry.

Kudos to Mark Del-
brugge, Jason Swartzmiller
and Bill Burkett for helping
to make this happen. By
virtue ol Wheeling’s victory
against Weirton on Friday,
Post | earned the top seed,
Tucsday will sec
Moundsville and Weirton
battle at 6 p.m. with the
winner taking on Wheeling
on Wednesday. An climina-
tion game will be played
Thursday with the champi-
onship being held Fridny.

Josh Strope can be
reached at jstrope @
theintelligencer.net

plex to Bethany.

'Stadium issues have
OVAC All-Star Game
‘plans up in the air

By CASEY JUNKINS
j For The Times Leader

' WHEELING - In about three months, Wheeling
" Island Stadium is scheduled to host the annual OVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game and Queen of
» Queens competition.
© But Ohio County Schools officials need to patch a siz-
: able hole at the top of the seating section on the west side
I of the stadium if that is going to happen, as two of the
| conicrete panels are on the ground. One of these tumbled
I'to the ground Monday, while contractors worked to
i remove the adjacent one that officials found damaged on
i Friday.
" “1 am not going to press the c{mnjc buiton at this point,”
OVAC Executive Secretary and Treasurer Tom Rataiczak
said Monday. “I am waiting until the engineers look at it.”
School officials said they planned to have structural
engineers at the stadium today to evaluate the damage and
assist school leaders in planning their next move. At this
point, it is not known if the entire seating section will need
to be replaced, or if officials will be able to reattach the

Players were only allowed
one absence, and with at least
two games to be played this
week in Wheeling, Isaac
Rine, Gage Giovengo and
Jacob “Butter” Murray were
going to be faced with a
tough choice. '

In the end, the two sides
came to a solution that bene-
fits everyone. .

For Rine, it was a welcome surprise.

“I think it was Thursday night I was set
on not playing because as much as I want-
ed to-do this — it has been a dream of
mine since I was a little kid — I couldn’t
do that-to my legion team,” Rine said. “I
have been committed to them for the past
four years. Thursday night I went to bed
upset because I had to turn down this
opportunity.

Giovengo

See POST 1, Page 17

fallen panels.
“We don’t know how much of it, if any, will be shut
"down,” Rataiczak said of the stadium. “We will wait until
' we hear something definitive from them.”

Rataiczak said Monday he has not considered alterna-
tive sites for this year’s event, but did mention that the
‘OVAC game has been played'in Martins Ferry and
Steubenville “a couple of times” due to flooding or reno-
vations at Wheeling Island Stadium.

See, OVAC, Page B2

(Contlnued from Page 13)
. “Friday morning, my dad
said they were working on
elting the game moved to
ethany and I jumped out

of bed packing my stuff and

here Tam.”

It is a decision that Dur-
dines and Delbrugge are
both verr happy with us the
Post 1 leadoff hitter and
left-fielder and W.Va. quar-
terback out of Wheeling
Central wili have a lot of
work to do this week.

“We have been doing
this our whole life,” Rine
said. “It is rough on the arm
ecause you are throwing a
little white ball for a while,
then going back to throw-
ing a football. But I feel’
that after throwing the foot--
ball the past couple days, 1
will go to play baseball
(today) like'] can throw it

from center field to home |

plate,

“Lice a lot and my arm is |

feeling pretty rough

because I haven't been
throwing a football a lot.
Bishop Donahue’s scheme
15 pass first and we have
been shotgunning it around
the last couple days.”

Count Giovengo as one
who also breathed a sigh of
relief when the news came
down.

“I am really glad I get to
do both,” the Linsly r%duct
said. “The guys Fhave
talked to say (the all-star
l%amn':) is something they

ave remembered all of
their lives. I am excited tg
do that and to also have this
opportunity to play for a
state championship and
conipete with my team.

“It 1s not as stressful now
that everything has worked

out, Making that decision
was fomg to be a tough
one. ! expect this week to
be LlQretty exhausting, And
with the heat and Bethany’s
football field and basebal]
field both being turf, it is
going.to be hot, But you
Just have to do it and I think
you are going to see a ‘W’
from Wheeling Post 1 and
West Virginia.

_ Murray wasn't too wor-
ried, saying “I knew it
would work itself all out.”

For him, the biggest chal-
lenge will be playing foot-
ball after a long time away.,

Murray hasa't seen
action on a football field
since the fourth week of last
season because of an injury

“It's been good so far,’

the Linsly standout said,
“(Being back on the field)
feels good,

“I'm glad to be back. It
has been a little bit diffi-
cult, but not as much as you

‘would think.

“I am glad to be able to
be both. Hopefully we can

come away with two wins.”
The three Post 1 players

won’'t be the only ones
pulling double duty. Weir-
ton Post 10 standout pitch-
er Michael Milis was
selected as the W.Va, kick-
er.

Wheeling Post 1 will
take on Moundsville at 5
p.m. today in the second
%arne of the Areca One

ournamernt.




Bethany College.

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

BETHANY - The 1[(n'i:éJ:u‘z'tt:ionsx
for the annual OVAC Rudy Mum-
ley All-Star Football Game are
officially in full swing.

The players and coaches have
‘been on campus since Satarday and
: have five practices under their belt

. as they comtinue to work toward
Saturday night’s kickoff at 7:15 at
Martins Ferry’s Purple Rider Stadi-

Ohio coach Karl Justus and West Vir

:Bob Koch, game dirgctor for the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game, is flanked by
ginia coach John Durdines an Monday at Media Day at

um.

Both squads took a break from
their practices Monday afternoon
to take part in media and photo day
on the campus of Bethany College.

Ohio head coach Karl Justus and
West Virginia head coach John
Durdines are both overwhelmingly
excited with their respective tenms.

Not just from a football perspec-
tive, but including their behavior
and attitudes.

OVAC All-Star Game

West Virginia, Ohio
Set For Annual Battle

Photo by-Josh Stropa

Durdines, Justus excited about their teams

“It’s a busy time, but it’s also
been a fun time because of these
kids and how they've handled
everything,” Justus said,

“We went full tﬁo (Monday) for
the first time and the kids are really
pickin%things up well.”

uring the Buckeye State’s
first practice Monday, they went
live for much of the workout, which
Justus was happy with.

Please See OVAC, Page 12

Lander James, left, poses with his dad,
OVAC Media Day on Monday at Bethany College.

" Photo by Josh Strope
Igric, during

James Family
Ready for One
Final Game

By JOSH STROPE
Sports Editor

BETHANY - Talk to
Eric James about his son,
Lander, and his eyes light
up. Possibly might even
swell up. There is no doubt
he is one proud Eapa.

The two have been
together on a football field
for a long time and it has
been quite a ride, including
Cameron’s perfect 10-0 reg-
ular season n 2016,

‘While the end of that ride
could have came with the
Dragons’ loss in the p'lji,roffs
Iast season, there is still one

. more game to go.

Lander James made a
name for himself on the

offensive line this season,
eaming first team All-Valley
and All-OVAC and spgcial
honorable mention all-state,

He was an easy choice o
be selected for the 72nd
Annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Football
Charity Classic. -

“This is a pretty big deal
on my part,” Londer James
said Monday at OVAC
Media Duy at Bethany Col-
lege.

“Not a [ot of people in my
family have been in this
game and not many people
from my school get selected.

Please See JAMES,
Page 13

(Continuced from I'nge 11)

“1 think they’re better when they just play
_than %loing through drills,” Justus said.

“The kads are all in pretty good shape and
there’s a lot of talent here. We just have to
getitall gelled together.”

Though every coach and player who
takes in any games wants to win, Durdines
and his coaching staff have added motiva-
tion since they’re representing Bishop Don-
ahue for the final time. Donahue, which
won the OVAC Class 1A title last fall, has
been closed for the upcoming school year.

“We're coaching this game as hard as we
would if we were preparing for the state
championship game,” Durdines said. “We
want 10 win in,the worst way, but still foot-
ball is about hoving fun. The kids under-
stand that if they tuke care of business for
thesc two hours (on the practice field),
they'll be able to savor and cnjoy every
minute outside of here. This game is an
experience.” :

urdines, who has been a part of two pre-
vious West Virginia staffs for the OVAC
Game, wants his tcam (o enjoy cvery ounce
of the week as much as possible.

“This game will allow these Kids to build
relationships and friendships that they'll be
able to have forever,” Durdines said. “We
definitely have some charucters on this
team, but that's in a good way. The kids are
really bonding and that’s what this is
about”

The West Virginia players have been
maximizing their time on the practice field,
according to their head coach.

“The big leaming curve is with the quar-
tertbacks because of the system and termi-
nology differences, but they’re getting bet-
ter each and every practice,” Durdines saidl.
“We're preparing to win a game, but this
whole experience is fun.”

According to Justus, Ohio could play
today if need be, defensively. However, the
offense, which is the side of the ball he
coaches, is still coming together,

“The defense has really come together
well and it’s ahead of the olfense, bul thal’s
normal because they don’t have as much to

rasp, mentally,” Justus said. “The kids

ooked good (Monday) and I don’t know if
it's them learning the plays betier ar the fuct
that we went full bore. We’ll get there by
Saturday.” :
OVACNOTES

m Justus admitted that he hasn't yet
learned everyone's name on his team, but
he's getting there.

*T know most of them, but all of the assis-
tunts know the names,” Justus said. “I coach
the offense, so [ am good on the offensive
side.”

m Both staffs are currently down a coach.
West Virginia is without former Madonna
head coach Bob Kramer, who is under the
weather after a trip to Las Vegas last week.

“I am still hoping Bob will be able to join
the staff,” Durdines said. “He called mc Sat-
urday and said he's going to try to get (to
camp) later in the week. We have the
utmost respect for Bob and hope he can get
here. He’s a cherished friend.”

Ohio is without Justus’ son, K.B. He's a
member of the couching staff at Lancaster
and it has its cpmp poing on. He's expected
to re-join Ohio later in the week.

W Cambridge preduct Garth Charlton
used his one excused absence from camp
shortly after the team picture was taken

Moenday, He headed back to Guerney Coun-
ty to re-join the Cambridge American
Legion baseball team for its game against
St. Clairsville. St. Clairsville players Billy
Johnson (Shadyside) and Dom Wallace
(Martins Ferry) elected to stay in camp.

®m The McDonald’s All-Stur Band mem-
bers report to Bethany this moming to begin
their preparations for Saturday’s game. The
band has 147 members,

. The players, coaches and Queen of
(Queens candidates will be honored this
evening at the annual George Strager
Evening with the Stars Banquet at the White
Palace inside Wheeling Park.

JAMES

(Continued from Page 11}
*Tt would have been nice
to have one more person
from ouft team, but two Eeo-
ple is good and we are both
excited to be here.” i
Lander James, who fin-
ished last season at 6-foot-3
and and 195 pounds, but
currently stands at 6-5 and
230 pounds, is joined by on
the West Virginia team by
tnilback Michael Starcher.
Starcher, who rushed for
1,557 yards and 18 touch-
downs [ast season, can thank
James for opening s0 miny
holes for him throughout his
career. That could be a
familiar theme come Satur-
day at the Dave Bruney
Footbal! Complex in Martins

Feiry. _

Q’ghilc Lander James like-
ly expected Starcher to be
joining him, one person he
wasn’t was his father.

This season, the coachin
staff. was from the OVA
Class 1A division. That was
Bishop Donahue.

Bishop Donahuc coach
John Durdines goes back a
long way with Eric Jumes. It
was where James got his
start. When Durdines asked
him to come aboard last Jun-
uary, the answer was an easy
one. .

“(Bishop Donahue) is
where [ cut my teeth, getting:
out of college as o 22-year-
old kid.” Eric James said,
“Fortunately John called me
up and asked ‘do you want

to come back with us one
tast time?’ He didn’t have to
ask me twice,

“When you get to spend
the last week of a high
school career with your own

.som, it is special. 1 am

blessed to be here and hav-
ing a wonderful time,
“1 have couched him since
he started his seventh grade
year at Cameron, starting
there with Jim Rogers and
getting the last few years
with Coach Holt. My son
has turned into a great young
man and to see him out here
and interact with all these
great players and the opYo;-
funity to play Saturday. It is
one thing 1o be a coach, but
-when you get to spend that
much more time with your
son, it is amazing.”
The feeling is mutual,
“Jt is pretty nice to have |
him coach me here,” Lander
James said. “He has always
been there for me, all
through high school and now
gets to be here for me in the
OVAC All-Star Game.
“He has helped me
through the years with my
attitude, my skill and all-in-
all knowledge of the game of |
football.” - |
* Expect there to be o warm
embrace when the final
whistle blows Saturday
night, before the younger
James heads off to his next
step, moving to tight end at
Fairmont 8¢~



Cameron coach to lead f

more about the game.

By JOSH STROPE
For The Times Leader

MARTINS FERRY - The
Rudy Mumley OYAQ All-Stn;
Charity Football Classic 16 one o
- iftynot the — highlight of the
season for the Ohio Valley Ath-
letic Conference,

Before the standouts of today

take the field July 22 at Purple
Rider Stadium for the annual con-
test, the possible stars of tomor-
row get their chance to learn

* Cameron —
Continued from Page B1

“With them, it is more
about socializing and hope-
fully ‘making sure everyone
1S going-in the same direc-
tion,” Holt said with a
laugh. “There are going to
be a range of abilities and
we only have 90 minutes so
It won't be too in-depth.
Hopefully they can come
out of it learning something,

“We want to help them
build self-esteem and go
forward with football. Foot-
0all 1s o game everyone can
play. It is not just for-the
IEilgcht kid or the fastest

“"We want the kids to
know_ that when they see us
anFriday night, we are reg-
ular people, too. Qur coach-
€3 are out there to make
sure everyone is safe and
has fun. It will be a great
experience for the price of
nothing and a great way to
get the day started,” :

Parents or legal guardians
i;alrlf: reqt(xjirbeed to have insur--
ce an present the dn
of the clinic to sign a waive¥
form. For more information,. -
visit www.ovac.org or email,
JTames Companion at
James@ssmllc.com or
phone (304) 639-1238, )

]
)y

The annual free youth football
clinic, the beginning of the 2017-
18 of the SUBWAY Sports Clinic
series, will be held from 1-2:30
p.m. Registration begins at the sta-
dium from noon-12:45 p.m.

Leading, the camp will be
Cameron coach Scoit Holt.

“I've never done this before,
usually it is the Wheeling Park
guys since the game 1S nor.mall?:
at Wheeling Island Stadium,
Holt said. “(St. Clairsville athlet-

jcs director) Kelly Rine came (o
my wife’s yard sale the other day
and asked me if I was interested.

“t is an honor and something 1
am looking forward to.”

Holt will be joined by mem-
‘bers of his own staff, as well as
coaches from John Marshail and
Bethany College that are helping
ou&‘hc instructors will teach the
basic fundamentals of football
and building self-esteem. The
clinic is free and open to boys

ree youth foot

Holt Set

To Lead
Clinic
Cameron coach

taking over free

football event July 22

By JOSH STROPE
Sports Editor

MARTINS FERRY — The
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic i$ one of
— if not the — highlights of the
season for the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference.

Before the standouts of today
take the field July 22 at Purple
Rider Stadium for the annual con-
test, the possible stars of tomorrow
get their chance to learn more
about the game. _

The annual free youth football
clinic, the beginning of the 2017-
18 of the SUBWAY Sports Clinic
series, will be held from 1-2:30
p.m. Registration begins at the sta-
dium from noon-12:45 p.m.

Leading the camp will be
Cameron coach Scott Holt,

— “I've never
done this before,
usually it is the
Wheeling Park
guys since the

at  Wheeling
Island Stadium,”
Holt said. “(St.
W ?lal:svic]lle athlet-

cs irector)
Holt Kelly Rine came
to my wife’s yard sale the other
dgy and asked me if I was interest-
ed.

“It is an honor and something I
am looking forward to.”

Holt wi ltl:&fjoined by members
of his own staff, as well as coaches
from John Marshall and Bethany
College that age helping out.

The instructors will teach the

basic fundamentals of football and

building self-esteem. The clinic is
free and open to boys and girls
ages 6-13.

“Within five minutes of me
accepting it, I had. coaches from
three schools that wanted to join,”
Holt said. “Anytime you can vol-
unteer and help out, it is a really
sigeciul thin% t is a great day for

e vailey. Us coaches, this isn’t
about wins or losses and there is
nothing on the line,

*This is about giving back and
doing what you got into this to do.
It is going to be a great time.”

The 80-minute clinic will focus
on helping the kids improve on
their mechanics. There will be no

game is normally

and girls ages 6-13.

“Within five minutes of me
accepting it, I had coaches fr_orzl’
three schools that wanted to join,
Holt said. “Anytime you can vol-
unteer and help out, it is a really
special thing. 1t is a great day for
the valley, Us coaches, this isn’t
‘about wins or losses and there is
nothing on the line. ‘

“This is sbout giving back and
do what you got into this t’? do. It
is going to be & great time.

The 90-minute clinic will -

undnoud PAHRTS Uetun

ball clinic

focus on helping the kids improve
on their mecphasics‘ There will be
no contact and children will leam
more on Stances and starts, a8
well as working with tackling
dummiies.

While the middle school-aged
players will be more advanced,
Hoit is hoping to get the younger
kids a chance to feel what it'is
like to have a football in their
hands for the fiest time’ among

their peers.
Sle]g(,: CAMERON, Page B2
| |
s wogeanms tais

HoLT

(Continued from Page 11)
more on stances and
starts, as well as working
with tackling dummies.
While the middle
school-aged players will
be more advanced, Holt is
hoping to get the younger
kids a chance to feel what
it is like-to have a football
in their hands for the first
time among their peers.
“With them, it is more
about socializing and
hopefully making sure
- everyone is going in the
same direction,” Holt said
with a laugh. “There are
going to be a range of
.abilities and we only have
90 minutes so it won’t be
too in-depth. Hopefully
they can come out of it
learning something.
“We want to help them
build self-esteem and go
forward with football.

The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge, Ohio

Football is n game every-
one can play. It i not just
for the biggest kid or the
fasiest kid.

“We want the kids to
know that when they see
us on Friday night, we are
repufar people, too. Our
conches are out there to
make sure everyone is -
safe and has fun. 1t will be
a great experience for the
.price of nothing and a
great way to get the day
started.”

Parents or legal’
guardians are required to
have insurance and be
present the day of the
clinic¢ to sign o waiver
form. For more informa-
tion, visit www.ovac.org
or email James Compan-
ion at james@ssmillc.com
or phone (304) 639-
1238.

Bordas & Bordas Cup on the line Safurday
at OVAC Mumley All-Star Football Game

contact and children will learn

Jeft Harrison photo/The Dally Jeffersonian
Please See HOLT, Page 12 @,

Up for grabs for the winning team at Saturday’s annual

' OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game slated f‘:::r Martins

L '+ Ferry’s Purple Rider Stadium is the Bordas & BordasiCup,

displayed here by West Virginia head coach John Durdines,

Jim Bordas and Ohio head coach Karl Justus. Tickets for

tSa;urday’sd gan:de, slated for a 7:15 p.m. kick-off, are avaliable T
oday and Friday until 5 p.m. at The Dail Jeffersonlan o

Cambridge, Advance tickets are 57 and all Hcketsy at the gate are $1':;i.m "
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By JEFF HARRISON
The Daily Jeffersonian

BETHANY, wVv
— Preparations are well
under way for the annual
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-
Star Football Game which
takes place Saturday
evening at Martins Ferry's
Purple Rider Stadium.

Players and coaches ar-
rived on the campus of
Bethany College on Satur-
day and are well-en-
trenched in getting ready
both physically and men-
tally for the annual mid-
summer classic, which was
moved from its traditional

spot at Wheeling Island

Stadium this year due to
renovations at that facility,
Both Ohio coach Karl
Justus, who was at Conot-
ton Valley High last year,
and West Virginia coach
John Durdines from Bishop
Donahue, feel good about
their team’s overall
progress 50 far and feel the
bonding process of the
players from schaols
throughout the Ohio Valley
is well under way.
“They're starting to
come together and I'm sure
things will be even better
as the week progresses,”
said Justus of his Buckeye
players during Monday’s
Media Day activities at
Bethany. “They go at it a

"OVAC

little sometimes, but they
respect each-other and
fatyirq’gs have been great so

“We definitely have some
characters on this team, but
in & good way,” offered
Durdines of the Moun-
taineer squad. “They’re def-
initely bonding, and that's
what it's all about.

“These kids will have
friends for a lifetime out of
this,” he added.

For Justus & Co. it's no
surprise that the defense
has had the upper hand
early on in practice.

“Theres a lot of talent
there; we just have to get it
to jell,” said the OChio
coach. “Today was a lot
better offensively, but we're
especially happy with our
defense right now. That's
normal to have the defense
ahead of the offense. Some
of them are a little tenta-
tive, but we have some re-

‘ally good players, and

there's a lot of versatility
which allows us to move
some running backs out to
receiver.”

Durdines, meanwhile,
says West Virginia has a
way to counter Ohio’s size
advantage.

“They've got a lot of size,
but for us we'll focus more
on speed and athleticism,”
he stated. “We've also got
two quarterbacks who can

throw the ball extremely
well,

“Some of our system is a
lot different than the kdds
are used to,” the West Vir-
ginia boss added, “espe-
cially for the quarterbacks,
but they're picking up on
things and getting better
each and every practice.”

Although it's an all-star
game and the emphasis is
on fup, Durdines says his
team will be ready to battle
on Saturday, particularly
since he and his coaching

utaff won't have a team to

coach this year (Bishop
Donahue, located in
McMechen, W. Va., closed
its doors at the conclusion
of the 2016-17 school year).
- “We know it's our last
go-round and we're not go-
ing to leave anything on the
table,” he said. “We're go-
ing to coach this as hard as
we would for an early De-
cember state championship
game at Wheeling Island
Stadium.

“We want the ldds pre-

pared and ready to win, but §

most importantly we want
them to have fun,” he con-
tinued. “They understand if
they take care of business
during the two hours we're
out her for a (practice) ses-
gion T want them to savor
and enjoy every moment off

See Page B3 | OVAC
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_ - Jeff Harrison photo/The Dally Jeffersonian/buyjefiphotos.com
These six players will represent the local area in the annual OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game slated Saturday night at Martins Ferry's Purple
Rider Stadium. Frant row, left to right, are Buckeye Trall's Carter Streiff, Troy
Pontius and Kyle Wilson; back row, Willlam Lowe of Cambridge, Konnor Roberts
of Meadowbrock and Garth Chariton of Cambridge. Advance tickets for
Saturday's game are available at The Daily Jeffersonian office Tuesday througb
Friday during regular business hours. '

From Page B1

the field as well.” .
EXTRA POINTS
According to OVAC Ex-

ecutive Secretary Tom
Rataiczak, the switch to
Fonc o3 oo OO,
e one \
%% Ferry has %een
phenomenal,” ke said.
“They opened their arms to
us and have made the nec-
essary adjustments to make
it a memorable experience
for all of the participants.”
There are plenty of activ-
ities ahead for the partici-
pants, including tonight’s
31st annual George Strager
Evening with the Stars Ban-
quet slated for Wheeling
Parl’s White Palace at 6:30

..

P A Pep Rally will take
place PFriday at Bethany's
Bison Field at 6:30 p.m.,
with the McDonald's All-
Star Band, Ohio and West
Virginia cheerleaders and
the Queen of Queens also

Jeff Harrison photo/The Daily Jeffersonian/buyjeffphotos.com
Ohio coach Karl Justus talks to his team about the
rest of the day’s events during media day at Bethany
College for the Ohio and West Virginia teams slated
to clash Saturday in the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-5tar
Football Game at Martins Ferry's Purple Rider
Stadium.

taking part.

The Queen of Queens
Tatent Show will be Thurs-
day at 7 p.m. at the Capitol
Theater in Wheeling, with
admission to that event $7
for adults and $5 for stu-
dents. .

Advance tickets for the
game will be on sale Tues-
day through Friday during

regular business hours (9
a.m. to 5 p.m.) at The Daily
Jeffersonian. office in Cam-
bridge. Advance tickets are
$7 and all tickets at the
game are $10, Tickets to
the game (as well as the
Queen of Queens Talent
Show) can also be pur-
chased on line at
www.GoFan.com.
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From Page B1

The only -other time the
game was not on the island
was in 1986 when
Steubenville's Harding Sta-
dium hosted the contest.

All-Star coaches Karl Jus-
tus (Ohio) and John Dur-
dines (West Virginia) an-
nounced the players se-
lected as team captains on
Thursday.

Ohio’s captains for Satur-
day’s game include two lo-
cal players - Meadowbrook
quarterback Konnor
Roberts and Cambridge
linebacker Garth Charlton -
along with Trey Elerick of
St. Clairsville, Zane Zimish
of Steubenville and Jesse
Ball of Harrison Central.

Bor West Virginia, the
captains are Zach Torbett
of Wheeling Park, Adam
Frisco of University, Isaac
Rine of Wheeling Central
and Josgdan Allen of Weir,

The local area has six
players on the Ohio roster.
In addition to Roberts and
Charlton, wearing their
high schoal football helmet
for the final time are Wil-
liam Lowe of Cambridge
and the Buckeye Trail trio
of Troy Pontius, Kyle Wil-
son and Carter Streiff,

EXTRA POINTS—
Tonight's activities for the
participants includes a Pep
Rally at Bethany's Bison
Field beginning at 6:30
p.m., with parents and other
fans invited to attend {ad-
mission is free). The Rudy
Mumley Memorial Scholar
Athlete Scholarships an-
nounced at the event. This
will be followed by a dance
for the football players,
cheerleaders, band members
and Queen of Queens candi-
dates from 8-11 p.m.

—The OVAC McDonald’s
AlStar Band will again pro-
vide pregame and halftime
entertainment, with 147
members on hand this year,

— A total of 22 girls
competed in Thursday
night’s Queen of Queens
Talent Show, including
Shenandoah High's Andrea
Rice. The Queen will be

Roberts

Streiff

crowned during halftime of
Saturday’s game.

—Shenandoah is also rep-
resented on the Ohio cheer-
ing squad by Allison Dixon,

—The conference will
again honor members of
the 10-Year and 50-Year
Reunions., Among the play-
ers who participated in the
1967 game were Dallas Ad-
kins, John Merrill and
Larry Wehr or Barnesville
as well as Queen of Queens
candidate Mary Smith, also
from Barnesville,

—0Of the conference’s 51

—Joyce Jingle is once
again serving as the Queen
of Queens Coordinator;

ASPHALT

Commercial » Residential

Parking Lots » Driveways
Seal Coating * Repairs
our 50TH YEAR
740-374-5500
1-866-606-6122

.

Charlten

Wilson

Ben McPherson is the
McDonald's All-Star Band
Coordinator; Diapa Vargo
is the George Strager Even-
ing with the Stars Coordi-
nator; and Chuck Taska-
lines is the 10-Year Reu-
nion Coordinator. Cheering
coaches are Nadeana Cook
for Ohio and Marcie Rob-
bins for West Virginia,
—Doug Costain (Wheel-
ing) will serve as the game
referee, with the other offi-
cials including Matt Rudder
(Morgantown), George
Kelchak (Weirton), Mike
Brohard {Parkersburg),
Ernie Fithyan (Weirton),
Rob Green (East Liver-

Lowe

‘ Pontius .

pool) and Jeff Loeffler
{Wheeling). This year's |
honorary official is Bill
“Bull* Flanagan of Wheel-
ing and Sarasota, Florida.
~~In 46 years, the game |
has donated more than
$934,700 to charity organi-
zations and scholarships
throughout the Ohio Valley.
—Tickets are on sale at
The Daily Jeffersonian office
uatil 5 p.m, today; they can
be purchased on line at
ww.GoFancom or you can
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contact Sports Editor Jeff |
Harrison (740-630-1117) up
until noon Saturday. Ad- |

vance tickets are $7 while all :
tickets at the gate are $10, |
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UG Bankruptcy code.

BANKRUPTCY

* Call for Free Pubfication “The 10 Most
Common Quastions About Banknupicy”

» Stop Creditor Harassment, Repossession,
Gamishment and Sheriff Safes.

* Sava Your Home and Car

B + Emergency Filing Available

o 740-453-8900

www.zanesvillelawyer.com

MARCZEWSKI LAW OFFICES, 1020 MAPLE AVE., ZANESVILLE
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PICTURED IS the Ohio All-Star Team for Saturday’s OVAC Rudy Mumiey All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left, are

Austin Mayfield, Dylan Kidder, Sean Millard, Troy Pontius, Jalen McGhee, William Lowe, Casey Lewis and Zach Bigelow.

Second row, from left, are Zach Gill, Biily Johnson, Justyn Keyser, Konnor Roberts, Carter Streiff, Robert Coppa and Danny

Zdinak. Third row, from left, are Max Tice, Zane Zimish, Jesse Ball, Garth Charlton, Cody Saksa, Kyle Wilson, Terry Adkins,

Donnie Meadows and Ben Davis. Fourth row, from left, are Brenton Stull, Luke Matusik, Sam Robinson, Freddie Pium, Trey
Elerick, Mason Ladyga, Drone Moore, Dom Wallace and Jack Davis. Top row, from left, are manager Michael Loy, squip-
ment manager Eric McMahon, assistant coaches Alvin Thompson, lan Whittington, Dom Vincl, Josh Ludwig, Chris Heaton,

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sparts Editor

MARTINS FERRY - King
football makes its triumphant
return to the Ohio Valley this
evening.

Though the regular season is still
five weeks away, area gridiron fans
get to wet their appetite at Purple
Rider Stadium. -

The 72nd annual OVAC Rudy
Mumiey All-Star Football Game
takes center stage with kickoff slat-
ed for 7:15 p.m.

Ohio and West Virginia reported
to camp one week ago and have
battled the heat and a loaded sched-
ule of events to prepare to face off
with bragging rights on the iHne.

“Our kids are ready,” Ohio head
coach Karl Justus said, “The
coaches are confident and I expect
the kids to play with confidence.
It’s been a good, positive week.

head coach Karl Justus and manager Koby Plum,

ootb is b

* 72nd annual OVAC Mumle

The kids have worked hard, maybe
even harder than they expected, but
they’ve put in the effort. Now it's
time to play the game.”

While both teams want to win
simply as competitors, West Vir-
ginia's motivation might be even
greater since its players are being
coached by John Durdines, who is
preparing for his final game as a
head football coach. He had been a
highly successful coach at Bishop
Donahue, but the school won’t
open this fall.

“Our kids are definitely ready
and hungry to play,” Durdines said.
“It’s been a quick, but long week.
It’s a very competitive group that’s
made it really fun for my coaches
and me.”

The teams went through their
fina! warkouts Friday morning,
practicing just once. Ohio expects
to endure a brief walk through
today, but the teams are schedvled

for brunch at 10 a.m. and depart

for Martins Ferry at 2:30 p.m.. The

layers must also pack up their
longings in that time span, too.

“Though it seems like you have
all day to sit around and wait, it'll
be a fairly busy day,” Justus said.
“Our guys have been getting their
bodies right. We expect to be ready
to play well.” '

Both teams had to jockey their
practice schedules around because
of the heat and humidity that
moved into the Ohio Valley this
week. .

“We only went in full gear dur-
ing one practice a day on Wednes-
day and Thursday,” Justus said.
“We went shotter in the afternoon.
It’s just mental more than anything
¢lse. We've been fine tuning some
things and the kids have really
picked up things well as we've

See, OVAC, Page B2

K

y Classic set for tonight

OVAC ALL-STAR
FOOTBALL

Who: Ohio vs.
Waest Virginia
When: Tonight,
7:15 p.m.
Where: Purple
Rider Stadium
Tickets: Available
at the gate for $10.
Radio: AM 1600

Television: WTOV
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ment manager Eric McMahon, assistant coaches Alvin Thom
head coach Karl Justus and manager Koby Plum.
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<72nd annual OVAC Mumley Classic set for tonight
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'MARTINS FERRY - Kihg

football makes its triumphant

return to the Chio Valley this
evening.

Though the regulur season is still
five weeks away, area gridiron fans
pet to wet their appetite at Purple
Rider Stadium, .

The 72nd annual OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game
takes center stage with kickoff slat-
ed for 7:15 p.m.

Ohio and West Virginia reported

to camp one week ago and have
battled the heat and a loaded sched-
ule of events to prepare to face off
with bragging rights on the line.
“Our kids are ready,” Ohio head
coach Karl Justus said. “The
coaches are confident and I expect
the kids to play with confidence.
It's be;‘én a good, positive week

i

PICTURED IS the Waest Virginia All-Star Team for Saturday’s OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football G
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even harder than they expected, but
they've put in the effort. Now it's
fime to play the game.”
! 'While both teams want to win
simply as competitors, West Vir-
ginia's motivation might be even
greater since its players are being
coached by John Durdines, who is
reparing for his final game as a
‘head footbail coach. He had been a
highly successful coach at Bishop
Donahue, but the school won’t
open this fall.

“Our kids are definitely rendy
and hungry to play,” Durdines said,
“It’s been a quick, but long week.
It’s a very competitive group that’s
,made it really fun for my coaches
and me.”

The teams went through their
final workouts Friday morning,
practicing just once. Ohio expects
‘to endure a brief walk through
today, but the teams are scheduled

The kids have wotked hird. Frayba™

PICTURED IS the Ohio All-Star Team for Saturday's OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left, are
Austin Mayfield, Dylan Kidder, Sean Millard, Troy Pontius, Jalen McGhee, Willlam Lows, Casey Lewis and Zach Bigelow.
Second row, from left, are Zach Gill, Billy Johnson, Justyn Keyser, Konnor Roberts, Carter Streiff, Robert Coppa and Danny
Zdinak. Third row, from left, are Max Tice, Zane Zimish, Jesse Ball, Garth Chariton, Cody Saksa, Kyle Wilson, Terry Adkins,
Donnie Meadows and Ben Davis. Fourth row, from left, are Brenton Stull, Luke Matusik, Sam Robinson, Freddis Pium, Trey
Elerick, Mason Ladyga, Drone Moore, Dom Wallace and Jack Davis. Top row, from left, are manager Michasl Loy, equip-
pson, lan Whittington, Dam Vincl, Josh Ludwig, Chris Heaton,

g

‘for brunch*at 10 &m. and depart
for Martins Ferry at 2:30 p.m.. The

players must also pack up their
belongings in that time span, too.

*Though it seems like you have
all day to sit around and wait, it'll
be a fairly busy dey,” Justus said,
“Our guys have been getting their
bodies right. We expect to be ready
to play well.” '

Both tcams had to jockey their
practice schedules around because
of the heat and humidity that
moved into the Ohio Valley this
week. i

“We only went in full gear dur-
ing one practice r day on Wednes-
day and Thursday,” Justus said.
“We went shorter in the aficrnoon.
It’s just mentel more than anything
else. We've been fine tuning some
things and the kids have really
picked up things well as we’ve

See, OVAC, Page B2
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OVAC ALL-STAR
FOOTBALL

Whao: Chio vs.

Woest Virginia

When: Tonight,

7:15 p.m.

Where: Purple
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ELERICK

Rider Stadium
Tickets: Available
at the gate for $10.
Radlo: AM 1600

Televislan: WTOV
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ame. Front row, from

left, are Chris Yachini, Donovan Spencer, John Burkhalter, Michael Mills, Gage Giovsngo, Isaac Rine and Lance Callins.
Second row, from left, are Jacob Murray, Jace Reed, Jimmy Hull, Zach Torbett, Trey Miller, Michael Starcher, Cody Enrietti,
Adam Frisco and Dylan Baker. Third row, from left, are J.C. Custer, Chase Street, Alex Edgell, Michae! Meaige, Tyler Ander-
son, Jordan Allen, Jack Raitz and Peyton Powroznik. Fourth row, from left, are Hayden Berry, Travis Lowther, Logan Kranis,
Jacob Kerekes, Dante Carlier, Lander James, Zack Martin and Maezi Mosby. Top row, from left, are Anthony Robbins, Lou
Richmond, Curt Msle, Zach: Kismm, head coach John Durdines, L.A. Hampton, Jim Smith, Howard Stamp, Eric James,
Vinny. Manging. Not pictured is Bob Kramer.
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All-Star Game

an honor for the

officials, too

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

MARTINS FERRY - Don't think the OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game is an honor just for the
players, queens, band members and cheerleaders.

A group of seven men will take the field tonight at Pur- |

ple Rider Stadium with a very important job to do.
The officiuting crew, which was assigned by OVAC
Football Commis- ‘
sioner Dave Clutter, |
will be looking to
enforce the rules, j
keep the game clean |
and do its part in }
helping the players |
and coaches have as [
memorable of an |
experience as possi

Doug Costain
who lives in Wheel- }
ing, will serve as the
referee of the game.
It's his second all-
star game assign-
ment, but first as a
white cap.

“It's definitely an
honor to work this
game,” Costain-said. | _
“I don't care what ~ Photo Provided
sport or what 13“’31 of PICTURED IS the jersey that all
officiating you're on, ggven officlals will be wearing
if you gef chosen for gnight In the 72nd OVAC Rudy
;g’gféhgl% %’g;‘:"?f Mumley All-ﬁtar Football Game.

... The jersey has a commemora-
the normal duty, it's yo' GYAC patch for the confer-

special.” ; .
For Costain, he 8Nces 75th anniversary.

has 18 years of expe-
rience. He was away from the sport for 10 years, but was
encouraged to renew his certification by his long-time

’ .fricnd Tom Bechtel. .

“I was in for 12 years and then Bear asked me to come
back and I said 1 would, but 1 wanted to come back at the
varsity level and not have to start over,” Costain recalled.
“] was willing to go through the training class because I
had been out a while and needed to get refreshed on the
rules and things.”

As has been the case the last severul years, the OVAC
will once again employ a seven-man crew for the gume,
which kicks off tonight at 7:15 at the Dave Bruney Foot-
ball Complex. That’s two more officials than a normal
high school game. Though it’s a change, it’s a welcomed
one, according to Costain.

“When you use a seven-man crew, it makes everything
(on the field) seem a little bit smaller and closer,” Costain
explained. “For me, for instance, I don’t have to run up to

" the line of scrimmage every play like a normal high school

game, 5o it's easier from that perspective.”

Since the OVAC covers numerous officiating boards
and geographic areas, Clutter tries to represent a5 many as
possible. Also slated to work the game arc umpire Matt
Rudder (Morgantown), linesman George Kelchak (Weir-
ton), line judge Mike Brohard (Parkersburg), field judge
Emie Fithyan (Weirton), side judge Rob Green (East Liv-
erpool) and back judge Jeff Loeffler (Wheeling).

The officials have not worked together collectively yet.
The crew has been communicating through a group text
message and it will get together this afternoon to begin
their formal preparations.

“I think not using a normal crew is a great move by the
OVAC because more than just guys from Wheeling or
Weirton are officiating OVAC games on Friday nights,”
Costain said. “1 feel like our role, as officials, is to facili-
tate the game. We want to keep it smooth and keep it from
getting chippy. If we can keep control of the game and
geep our flags in our pocket, that’s what we’re going to

0."

The officials will be wearing a commemorative shirt
tonight, too. On the left side of the shirt will be the
OVAC’s 75th anniversary logo.

The honorary official for tonight's game wiil be Bill
“Bulli;lFlanagan from Wheeling, who now resides in Sara-
sota, Fla.

2017 - 111070 1877 - Wast Viginia 21, Qhio 0
2018 ~ Wes Vegidia 26, Qhio & 1876 -~ West Virginia 33, Chlo 20
2015 - Wesl Virginla 35, Ohie 7 1875 - West Yiginia 8, Ohlo 0

2074 -~ Ohio 27, West Virginla 26
2ma~WestWﬁaaza, 19
2012 Oria 33, West Viginia 14
2011 - West Yigiia 24, Ohlo 3
2010 - Wost Vampnia 24, Otia 14
2009 - Ohip 47, West Virginia 7
2000 ~ Ohig 34, Wes| Virginia 7

1674 ~ West Yiginla 19, Oréo 6
1973 ~ Wesl Vieginla 38, Chio 20
1472 ~ Ot 24, Wast Virginia §
1971 ~ No Gams

187 - No Gama,

1369 - Wast Virgiia 12, Ohin 0

1068 - Ohén B, West Virpmia 0

2007 ~ Onéo 6, West VI K| -
m-orﬁozz.Waswg;gwaO }%-gﬁa\; m‘&:&"m
2005 -~ Dt 25, West Vermia § 1985 - Ot 22, West Virgnia 0
2004 - West Vi 21, Chia 7 1864 — Ohio 2, Wes! Virginla ©
2002 - On 12 Yoot Vinaa 12 1960 - ho Ceme

2031 ~ Ohio 36, Wes! Visnia 0 };‘3?:?{;‘3"’9‘“}%%3

2000 - Ohia 13, Wast Vinginda 7
1890 - Ohlo 32, West Virginia 0
1998 « Dhin 41 West Virania 14

1960 - Cria 7, West Vicinia 6
1959 - West Virgna 7, Obin 6,
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PICTURED IS the Ohlo coaching staff for
Game. From left are Alvin Thempson, Dom
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, ' L
tonight's 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumiey Al
Vinci, head coach Karl Justus, lan Whittington and Eric McMa-

I-Star Football

hon. Back row, from left, are Koby Pium, Josh Ludwig, Chris Heaton and Michael Loy.

* OVAC

Continued from Page B1

moved throughout the
week."”

Durdines indicated heat
indexes on the Bethany
College turf reached triple
digits during the week. But,
still his team opted for
competitive, but fun, drills
despite the coaching staff
offering an opportunity to
back off for a day.

“The kids have always
wanted to do more,” Dur-
dines said. “We were basi-
cally giving them an out,
but they elected not to take
it. That made me feel really
good because it showed
how much this game, and
winning, means to them.”

Fans making the trip to
Martins Ferry should
expect a lot of spread for-
mations as both OChio and
West Virginia plan on mak-
ing a solid effort to get their
playmakers in space at all
times.

“It’s tougher for us to
prepare (for Ohio} because
they have a mixture of
schools on their coaching
staff,” Durdines said.
“Obviously Coach Tustus
coached at Conotton Val-
tey, but there are several
assjstants from East Liver-
pool, too. We're not quite
sure what they're going to
run more of. But, still, foot-
ball is football and we’ll
adjust as need be once the
game gets going.”

Actually, it’ll be a mix-
ture. It'll be Conotton Val-
ley’s offensive scheme with
East Liverpool’s defensive
scheme since Potters head
coach Josh Ludwig is
spearheading the defensive
unit this week for the Buck-
eye State.

“We're trying to do
things offensively that you
can’t predict,” Justus said.
*You can kind of predict
what both teams are going
to be on defense. We want
to spread people out and try
to negate some of the things
they can do defensively. If
you line up in traditional
formations, then it's chal-
lenging because you don't
know the front.”

Ohio will go with Austin
Mayfield of East Liverpool
at quarterback. Meadow-
brook's Konnor Roberts
will be his understudy. and
see action.

In the backfield, Harrison
Central’s Jesse Ball will see

Falllinals duste wrhila Tadine

T

No.

1 Liverpoot
2  Dylan Kidder 510 184 K East Liverpoo!
3 Sean Millard 62 195 WR/S  Buckeys Local
4 Troy Pontius 58 170 QBICB  Buckeys Trail
5 JaenMcGhes 61 205 RBAB  Steubenvlls
6 WiliamlLows 510 170 RBODL  Cam

8 Casey Lewis 511 19¢ HB Fort Fi

§ ZachBigelow 511175 WRDB 8. Clairsvile
10 Zach Gill 62 210 WRTE  EastLverpodl
11 Johnson 61 180 WRIDB  Shadyside
12 JustynKeyser 62 170 WRDB  Bellaie

14 KopnorRoberts 60 180 QB Maadowbrook
22 Carter Streifi 58 180 RBAB  Buckeye Trail
24 RobertCoppa 59 175 HBS Indian Creak
28 DannyZdmak 511 170  RBMR  Tomwonto

32 Max Tice 510 185 RBAB  Toronto

33 Zana Zimish 510135 LB Steubenville
34 Jessa Ball 61 245 LBAE  Hamlson Central
40 GarthCharton 60 205 LB

46 Cody Saksa 59 220 LB River

54 Kyle Wilson 511 260 OUDL  Buckeys Trail
55 Temy Adkins 62 248 DE Beaver Local
56 Donnig Meadows 6-3 280 OLDL  Shadyside
57 BenDavis 62 220 OLDL Toronlo

60 Brenton Stull 511 245 OLDL  Hamison Central
61 Luke Matuslk 62 208 DEOL  River

63 SamRobinsan 60 240 OLDL  Indlan Greek
70 FreddiePlum 66 265 OLDL  EastLiverponl
72 Trey Elerick 510 200 OLODL  SiClalrsvile
75 Masonladyga 62 235 -OLDL  Rver

77 Drona Moore 61 235 OULB  Steubenvile
76 Dom Wallace 60 230 OLDL  Marins Ferry
85 Jack Davis 62 205 DE Martins Famy

Head Coach: Karl Justus

Asslstant Coaches: Chs Heaton, K.B. Justus, Josh Ludwig, Akin Thompson,
Dom Vinel, lan Whitlington,

Managers; Eric McMahan, Koby Plum, Michael Loy,

WEST VIRGINIA
No. Name HL Wt  Pes Schoot
1 Chys Yachini 82 185 WRILB Prooks
2 Donovan Spencer 510 170  WRDB  Welr
3 JohnBurkhalier 61 180 WRDEB  Wheelng Cenlral
4 Michael Mills 58 179 K Weir
5 GageGlovenge 61 210 RBAB  Linsly
7 Isaac Ring 50 180 QB Whesling Central
8 LanceColine 511 185 (QBMDB  OakGlen
9 JacobMumey 61 185 WRMDB  Linsly
10 Jace Resd 511 190 RBDE  Tyler Consolidated
11 Jimmy Hul 511 140 WRDB Donahug
12 Zach Torbett 61 190 RBS Whesling Park
14 TreyMiler -~ 510165 DB Btshop[gonarm
20 Michael Slarcher 5 170 RBLB  Cameron
2t CodyEndeti 63 250 RB Welr
22 Adam Frisco 58 180 LB Unlversity
24 Dytan Baker 5-10 150 WRDB
28 J.C. Custer 57 146 WR Bishop
32 Chase Slreet 59 185 HBLE  Magnolia
33 Alex Edgsll 60 225 HBAB  Brooke
3 MicheelMealge 50 205 RBAB Park
42 Tyler Anderson 61 180 RBAB  Tyler Consobidated
46 Jordan Allen 1 25 QUDE alr
55 Jack Raltz 58 220 OUDL  South
56 Peylon Powroznik 6-2 250 OUDL  University
57 HaydenBemy 50 220 QUDL  Whesling Park
63 TravisLowther 62 220 OLDL  Weir
70 Logan Kranis 63 282 OULDL OskGlen
74 JacobKerekes 63 300 OUDL  John Marshall
75 DanteCafler 510 260 QLML Morganiown
77 LanderJames 64 225 C Camearon
78 Zack Marlin 60 305 OLDL  Universiy
B0 Maezi Mosby 510 160 WRDB  Whesling Park
Head Coach: John Durdines

Agsistant Goachas: Michael Angalich, L.A. Hamplon,‘ Eric James, Bob
Kramer, Zach Klsmm, Gurt Mele, James Smith, Howard Stamp
Managers: Lou Richmond, Vinny Mangino, Anthony Robbins,

Wheeling Park’s Michael
Meaige. '

In the secondary, Bishop
Donahue’s Trey Miller and
Wheeling Central’s Dylan
Baker are the corners. The
sufety trio consists of Oak
Glen’s Lance Collins,
Tyler's Tyler Anderson and
Wheeling Park’s Zach Tor-
bett.

“Qur defensie has been
looking good,” Durdines
said. “The tough part is to
keep from second guessing
yourself. When practicing
for a normal week, your
starting group is going
against a second group. In
this game, we have an all-
star offense and an all-star
defense, so there have been
days where our defense has
locked really good and
other days where our
offense has looked really
good. I think the kids have
grasped the system well.”

The West Virginia
offense, meanwhile, will be
triggered by Wheeling Cen-
tral's Isaac Rine.

Magnolia’s Chase Streel
and Weir's Cody Enrietti
will line up with Rine in the
backfield. On the flanks,
Rine will have a combina-
tion of Brooke’s Chris
Yachini, Weir’s Donovan
Spencer, Wheeling Cen-
tral’s John Burkhalter and
Bishop Donahue’s J.C.
Custer.

Up front, Linsly's Gage
Giovengo is listed at tight
end,

Cameron's Lander James
is the starting center, while
Morgantown’s Dante Carli-
er and University's Peyton
Powroznik are the guards.
At tackle, Wheeling Park’s
Hayden Berry and Univer-
sity’s Zack Martin will
start.

Ohio’'s defense will fea-
ture Ball and River’s
Mason Ladyga at the tackle
spot, while Steubenville's
Drone Moore and River’s
Luke Matusik are ticketed
for the starling end spots.

Big Red’s Zane Zimmish
will be at one linebacker
spot along with Cam-
bridge’s Garth Charlton and
Cambridge’s William
Lowe.

In the secondary, Shady-
side's Billy Johnson will
start at strong safety, while
Toronto’s Danny Zdinak
will roam at free safety.
The (Lorucrs are St



white cap.

“It’s definitely an
honor to work this
game,” Costain-said.
%I don’t care what
sport or what level of PICTURED IS the jersey that all
officiating you're on, seven officials will be wearing
if you get chosen for ygnight in the 72nd OVAC Rudy
something extra or pymigy All-Star Football Game.
above and beyond The jargay has a commemora-
the normal duty. 1's 4,5 QYAC patch for the confer-

special.” :
For Costain, he ence’s 75th anniversary.

hos 18 years of expe-

rience. He was away from the sport for L0 years, but was
encouraged to renew his certification by his long-time
friend Tom Bechtel.

“ was in for 12 years and then Beur asked me to come
back and I said T would, but 1 wanted to come back at the
varsity level and not have to start over,” Costain recalled.
“I was willing to go through the training class because [
had been out a while and nceded to get refreshed on the
rules and things.”

As has becn the case the Inst several years, the OVAC
will once again employ a seven-man crew for the game,
which kicks off tonight at 7:15 at the Dave Bruney Foot-
ball Complex. That’s two more officials thun a normal
high school game. Though it's a change, iU’s a welcomed
one, according to Costain.

“When you use & seven-man crew, it makes everything
(on the field) scem a little bit smaller and closer,” Costain
explained. “For me, for instance, I don’t have 10 run up to
the line of scrimmage every play like a normal high school
game, so it's easier [rom that perspective.”

Since the OVAC covers numerous officiating boards
and geographic areas, Clutter tries to represent as many as
possible. Also slated to work the game ure umpire Matt
Rudder (Morgantown), linesman George Kelchak (Weir-
ton), line judge Mike Brohard (Parkersburg), field judge
Emie Fithyan (Weirton), side judge Rob Green (East Liv-
erpool) and back judge Jeff Locffler {Wheeling).

The officials have not worked together collectively yet.
The crew has been communicating through a group text
message and it will get together this afternoon to begin
their formal preparations.

“I think not using a normal crew is a great move by the
OVAC because more than just guys from Wheeling or
Weirton are officiating OVAC games on Friday nighis,”
Costain said. “1 feel like our role, as officials, is to facili-
tate the game. We want to keep it smooth and keep it from
getting chippy. If we can keep control of the game and
keep our flags in our pocket, that's what we're going to

"

The officials will be wearing a commemorative shirt
tonight, too. On the left side of the shirt will be the
OVAC’s 75th anniversary logo.

The honorary official for tonight's game will be Bill
“Bull” Flanagan from Wheeling, who now resides in Sara-
sota, Fla,

2N7 - 1N

2016 - West Virginla 26, Ohia 6
2015 - West Virglnia 35, Otro 7
2014-011&02?‘\'{351\«‘1‘%‘;4'326
213 - Wes! Virginia 28, Ohio 10
2H2 - Ohin 33, West Virginia 14
2011 - West Virginia 24, Ohio 3
2010 - Wesl Yirginia 24, Oy 14
2009 -~ Chio 47, Wost Virglna 7
2008 ~ Ohio 11, West Yirgnia 7
2007 - Chio 6, West Virginia 3

2006 - Qo 22, West Virglnia O
2005 - Qhip 35, West Virginia 8
2004 -~ Wesl Vinginia 21, 7
2003 - (o 32, West Viginia 26
2002 - Ot 19, West Virgina 12
2001 - Ohéo 36, West Virgia ©
2600 - Chio 13, West Viginia 7
1999 ~ Ohio 42, West Virglnia 0
1994 ~ Qhio 41, West Viginia 14
1297 ~ Ofvin 24, West Vaginia 34
1996 ~ Ohio 43, West Virginia 21
1835 - Ohio 21, West Vegnia 0
1994 = West Vimginia 10, Ohéio 14
1993 -~ West Virginia 34, Ohio 32
1832 - -0, Wash Qul.

1991 - Ohio 30, Wesl Virginia 6
1990 ~ Ohin 42, West Virginia 0
1939 - West Vimginia 22, Ohio 14
1983 - Chia 13, West Virginia 7
1987 -~ Ghin 13, West Viginia 11
1985 - Ohio 14, West Virghia &
1985 ~ West Vimginia 28, Uhio 26
1984 — Otia 23, West Voginia 6
1833 - Qhin 26, Wes! Virginia 168
1932 ~ West Virginla 7, Ohia 6

1888 ~ Otiio 17, West Virginia 14
1680 ~ Ohip 10, West Veginia 7
1979 - Ohio 47, Wesl Vignia 13
1878 - Ohio 21, Wesl Virginla 13

Alex Adair, Cyrus Adams,
Morgan Ahart, Brooke
Anderson, Daylynn Ander-
son, Meally Arbogast,
Michael Banovsky, Gillian
Barach, Elisa Beam, Kylie
Beck, Harley Benda, Jessl-
ca Bocook, Mariah Bologna,
Nathan Bolyard, Sean
Booher, Kristen Brean,
Collin Briggs, Jorden
Brown, Julie Bruder, Emily
Burrier, Madeline Gain,
tydia Carr, Philip Carson,
Bryson Cash, Banjamin

1977 ~ Wes Virginia 21, Ohio 0
1976 ~ Wasl Virgimia 33, Ohvo 20
1875 ~ Wesl Virgnia B, Ohio
1974 ~ West Virginia 13, Ohio §
1873 - West Virginia 38, Chio 20
1572 -~ Ctvp 24, West Virginia 6

1974 ~ No Gama
1970 ~ No Game.
1963 - Yest Virginia 12, Ohio D
1368 - Ohig 6, West Vimia 0

1967 ~ Wast Virginia 18, Ghio 0
1866 - Cnin 26, West Virginia
1865 - Ohio 22, Wes! Virginka 0
1964 - Do 2, West Vignla 0
1863 — Mo Game

1942 -- Wesl Virginia 12, Chio &
1961 - Wast Viminéa 13, Ghio 0
1860 ~ Ohin 7, &s(‘-’rgEB
1959 - Wes! Virginla 7, 6.
1958 - Ohip 25, Wesl Virginia 0
1857 - Otuo 14, Wes! Virginia 13
1056 -« Qhio 27, West Virginia 0
1955 - Ohio 31, Wes! Virginia 20
1854 ~ West Virginia 13, Ghlo 0
1953 - Wast Viginia 7, Onin 0
1852 - Ohic 26, West Virginia 19
1951 - Otsa 13, West Virgnia 8
1850 = Oia 14, Wesl Virginia 9
1849 - Wesl Virginla 6, Ghio 0
1848 - Chin 20, Wes] Virginia 7
1947 ~ Vest Vingiita 13, Ol 7
1946 -~ Ohuy 26, West Virginia 7
1845 ~ Na Garna,
1944 - Mo Game,
1943 ~ No Game,

1842 = Wes! Viginia 7, Ohio 0
1841 ~ Wesl Vingnia 7, Ohia ¢
1940 ~ YWest Virgita 13, Onig 7.
Al-Time Saries: Ghio leads, 43-27-1.

Champ, Calti Chaney,
Nathaniel Clemons, Kyle
Clevenger, Davan Collins,
Qlivia Cralg, Will Croskey,
Kaitlyn Crow, Mary Dagan,
Lizzy Diehl, Zach Dierkes,
Christiana Dill, Andrew Dil-
lie, Stefania DiMichele,
David Duff, Samantha
Edwards, Trey Elbon, Han-
nah Elsaon, Caieb Elson,
Karissa Eoff, Emily Ever-
son, Jon Flood, Shelby Gat-
ian, Jade Glatzer, Haley
Godman, !sabelia Good-

Continued from Page B

moved throughout the
week.” ‘

Durdines indicated heat
indexes on the Bethany
College turf reached triple
digits during the week. But,
still his team opted for
competitive, but fun, drills
despite the coaching staff
offering an opportunity to
back off for a duy.

“The kids have always
wanted to do more,” Dur-
dines said. “We were basi-
cally giving them an oui,
but they elected not to take
it. That made me feel really
good because it showed
how much this game, and
winning, means to them.”

Fans making the trip to
Martins Ferry should
expect a lot of spread for-
mations as both Ohio and
West Virginia plan on nak-
ing a solid effort to get their
playmakers in space at all
times.

“1t's tougher for us to
prepare (for Ohio) because
they have a mixture of
schools on their coaching
staff,” Durdines said.
“Obviously Coach Justus
coached at Conotton Val-
ley, but there are several
assistants from East Liver-
pool, too. We're not quite
sure what they're going (o
run more of. But, still, foot-
ball is football and we’ll
adjust as need be once the
game gets going.”

Actually, it'll be a mix-
ture. It'l} be Conotton Val-
ley’s offensive scheme with
East Liverpool’s defensive
scheme since Potters head
couch Josh Ludwig is
spearheading the defensive
unit this week for the Buck-
eyc State.

“We're trying to do
things offensively that you
can't predict,” Justus said.
“You can kind of. predict
what both tecams are going
to be on defense. We want
to spread people out and try
to negate some of the things
they can do defensively. If
you line up in traditional
formations, then it’s chal-
lenging because you don’t
know the front.”

Ohio will go with Austin
Mayfield of East Liverpool
at quarterback. Meadow-
brook's Konnor Roberts
will be his understudy and
see action,

In the backfield, Harrison
Central’s Jesse Ball will see
fullback duty, while Indian
Creek’s Robert Coppa will
be the starting tailback.

On the perimeter, Ohio
plans to go with Bellaire's
Justyn Keyser, Martins
Ferry's Jack Davis and
Buckeye Local’s Sean Mil-
lard as the first group of
receivers. _

Up front, the Buckeyes
will utilize St. Clairsville’s
Trey Elerick at center, Mar-
tins Ferry’s Dom Wallace

hart, Ross Gorby, Camaron
Gray, Hope Harris, Tavian
Harris, Bill Heath, Amy
Hissrich, Kylie Hyre, Randy
lgnacak, Alexis lvey, Lan-
don Johnston, Sarah
Kazmirski, Gage Keener,
Thergsa Kelly, Emily
Kenefick, Makenzie Kimbls,
Izayah King, Christina Klatt,
Matthew Kolb, Travis Kor-
netti, Malsy Krystek, Taylor
Leathers, Macy LeMasters,
Spencer Litzenberger,
tMaria Martin, Abigail McEl-

&

No. Name Ht Wgt Pos School

1 AustnMayfied 62 206 QB East Liverpool

2 Klidder 510194 K East Liverpoot

3 Sean Miflard 62 185 WRS  Buckaye Local

4 Troy Pontius 58 170 QDICB  Buckeye Tral

§ JaenMcGhee 61 205 RBAB  Steubenvile

&  William Lowe 510 170 RBOL  Cambr

B CaseyLewis 511 190 AB For Frye

9 ZachBigelow 511175 WRDB St Glarsvils

10 Zach Gl 62 210 WRTE  East Liverpool

11 BilyJohnson 61 180 WRDB  Shadyside

12 JustynKeyser &2 170 WRDB  Bellaire

14 Konor Roberls 60 180 QB Maadowbrook

22 Carter Streifi 58 180 RBAD  Buckeye Tral

24 RoberiCoppa 59 175  RBS [ndian Creek

98 DannyZdinak 511 170 RBWR  Toronlo

32 Max Tice 510 185 RBLB  Toronto

33 Zanae Zimish 510 195 LB Steubenville

34 Josse Ball 61 245 LBME  Hamison Cenbral

40 Garth Charton 60 206 LB Cambridge

46 Cody Saksa 59 220 LB River

54 Kyle Wilson 511 260 OQUOL  Buckeys Trail

55 Termy Adkins 62 248 DE Beaver Local

56 Oonnio Meadows 63 280 QUDL  Shadyside

57 Ben Davis 62 220 OLDL  Toronlo

60 Brenton Stull 511 245 OUDL  Hamisen Central

61 LukeMalusk 62 205 DEOL  River

83 SamPRobinson 60 240 OUDL  lIrwian Creek

70 FreddiePum 66 265 OLDL  EastLivemool

72 Trey Elerick 540 200 OLDL St Clairsville

75 Masonladyga 62 235 -OLDL  River

77 Drona Moore 61 235 OLLB  Steubenville

78 Dom Wallace 60 200 OWLDL  Marins Ferry
Jack Davis 62 205 DE Martins Fermry

85
Head Coach: Karl Justus

Assistant Coaches: Chris Heaton, X.B. Justus, Josh Ludwig, Alvin Thompson,

Dom Vincs, lan Whittington.

Managers: Eric McMahon, Koby Plum, Michael Loy.

+

WEST VIRGINIA
Mo. Name Ht. Wi  Pos School
1 Chris Yachini 6-2 185 WALB Brooke
2 Donovan Spencar 510 170 WRDB  Weir
9 John Burkhatter 61 180 WRDB  Wheeliing Central
4 Michael Mils 50 175 K Weir
6 GageGiovengo &1 210 RGAB  Linsly
7 IsaacRine 58 180 QB Wheefing Central
8 lanceCoins 511185 QBDB  OakGlen
9 JacobMuray 61 185 WRDE  Linsly
10 Jace Reed 511 190 RBME  Tyler Consolidaled
11 Jimmy Hull 511 140 WRDB  Bishop Donahue
12 Zach Torbelt 61 1% RBS Whesling Park
14 TreyMiler ~ 510165 DB Blshop Donahue
20 IStarcher 58 170 REBLB  Camsron
21 Cody Enriett 63 230 BB Weir
22 Adam Frisoo 54 180 LB University
24 Dylan Baker 510 150  WRDB  Wheeling Cenlral
28 J.C. Custer 57 145 WR Bishop Donatue
32 Chasa Strest 59 185 RBAB  Magnolia
33 Alex Edgell 60 225 ARBAB  Brooke
34 MichasiMealge 50 205 RBAB  Wheeling Park
42 TylerAnderson &1 190 RBAB Tyler Consolidated
46 Jordan Allen 61 225 OLDE  Weir
55 Jack Raitz 5¢ 220 OLODL  South -
56 Peyton Powroznk 62 250 QUDL  University
57 HaydenBery 59 220 OUDL  Wheeling Park
63 Travislowther 62 220 OLDL  Welr
70 Logan Kranis 63 282 OLDL  OakGlen
74 JacobKerekes 63 300  OUDL  JohnMarshal
75 Dante Carlier 510 260 OLDL  Morgantown
77 landerJames 64 225 Cameron
78 Zack Marlin 60 305 OUDL  University
B0 Maezi Masby 5i0 160 WRDB  Whesfing Park

Head Coach: John Dutdines

Assistant Coaches: Michasl Angalich, L.A, Hampien, Eric James, Bob
Kramer, Zach Klemm, Curt Mela, James Smith, Howard Stamp
Managers: Lou Richmond, Vinny Mangino, Anthony Robbins.

and East Liverpool’s Fred-
diec Plum are ticketed for
guard duties, while Indian
Creek’s Samm Raobinson and
Beaver Local's Terry
Adkins have won the tackle
jobs.

“The kids have really
picked up the offense well,”
Justus said. “It was slow
earlier in the week, but
they've really grasped it
well and they know their
assignments well. I am a lot

roy, Dakota McGrew, Abi-

gail Means, Willlam Met-
zger, Rachel Moore, Kelly
Morris, Kurt Neimayer,
Hailee Nelson, Joshua
Nicol, Samantha Palmer,
Taylor Pannett, Katie Park-
ar, Alicia Parsons, Victoria
Parsons, Brianna Pasco,
Andrea Paynter, Davis
Peshek, Steven Pstrey,
Mikayla Pfouts, Veronica
Phillipson, Jenna Piatt, Jeb
Plumly, Braden Paling,
Nachelle Probst, Lyndses

&

more confident (offensive-
ly) at this point than I was.”

The  Mountaineers’
defensive unit will employ
a 4-2-5 scheme. Up [ront,
Weir's Jordan Allen and
South's Jack Raitz are the
ends, while Oak Glen’s
Logan Kranis and Weir's
Travis Lowther will start at
tackle.

The inside linebacking
duties have gone to
Brooke's Alex Edgell and

Praobst, Matthew Rector,
Bethany Ripley, Adam Rip-
ley, Racquel Ritchie, T.J.
Roberts, Marina Raohbeck,
Kylee Rose, Shayla Rosen,
Kaylee Sabo, Tanner
Schmidli, Ashlea Schwert-
teger, Hannah Scott, Shan-
non Shiflett, Sydnay Single-
ion, Deabrea Smith, J.J.
Snider, Talia Snively, Wil-
son Snively, Baylee Snyder,
Brenna Starr, Allie Stern,
Danielle Stewarl, Morgan
Stone, Mindy Strahl,

ad i

Wheeling Park’s Michael
Meaige.

In the secondary, Bishop
Donahue’s Trey Miller and
Wheeling Central’s Dylan
Baker are the corners. The
safety trio consists of Oak
Glen’s Lance Collins,
Tyler’s Tyler Anderson and
Wheeling Park’s Zach Tor-
bett.

“QOur defensie has been
looking good,” Durdines
said. “The tough part is to
keep from second guessing
yourself. When practicing
for a normal week, your
starting group is going
against a second group. In
this game, we have un all-
star offense and an all-star
defense, so there have been
days where our defense has
looked really good and
other days where our
offensc has looked really
good. 1 think the Kids have
grasped the system well.”

The West Virginia
offense, meanwhile, will be
triggered by Wheeling Cen-
tral’s Isaac Rine.

Magnolia’s Chase Streel
and Weir’s Cody Enrietti
will line up with Rine in the
backfield. On the flanks,
Rine will have a combinn-
tion of Brooke's Chris
Yachini, Weir’s Donovan
Spencer, Wheeling Cen-
tral’s John Burkhalter and
Bishop Donahue’s J.C.
Custer,

Up front, Linsly's Gage
Giovengo 1s listed at tight
end.

Cameron’s Lander James
is the starting center, while
Morgantown’s Dante Carli-
er and University’s Peyton
Powroznik are the guards,
At tackle, Wheeling Park’s
Hayden Berry and Univer-
sity's Zack Martin will
stact.

Ohio's defense will fea-
ture Ball and River’s
Mason Ladyga at the tackle
spot, while Steubenville's
Drone Moore and River’s
Luke Matusik are ticketed
for the starting end spots.

Big Red’s Zane Zimmish
will be at one linebacker
spot along with Cam-
bridge's Garth Charlton and
Cambridge's  William
Lowe.

In the secondary, Shady-
side’s Billy Johnson will
start at strong safety, while
Toronto's Danny Zdinak
will roam at free safety.
The corners are St.
Clairsville’s Zach Bigelow
and Buckeye Trail's Troy
Pontius.

Special teams has been &
point of emphasis this
week, according to both
coaches.

Weir High’s Michael
Mills will kick and Park’s
Maezi Mosby will punt. Fot
Chio, Mayfield will punt
and his Potter teammate
Dylan Kidder will handle
the placements.

Alexandria Street, Gabrielle
Stringer, Keith Summers,
Sydney Taggart, Daphney
Tanner, Rick Terry, Timothy
Trigg, Ashley Trischley,
Maegyn Trudics, Kylie Tur-
ley, Mia Valero, Nicole Van
Tassel, Felix Vargas, Brian-
na Wade, Mackenzie Wade,
Kaltlin Wallace, Dalton Wal-
noha, Rachel Watson, Calt-
lyn  Widmor, Kyleigh
Williams, Saraina Wise,
Natafie Wood, Seth Wright,
Taylor Wright.



\
The Daily Jeffersonian, Cambridge, Ohio

Wednesday, July 19,2017 «B1

Daily-leff.com

Six players representing Guernsey County in Saturday’s game at Martins Ferry

A lifetime of memories for OVAC AII-Strs

By JEFF HARRISON
The Daily Jeffersonian

BETHANY, WV — One
final chance to represent
their high .
school and in
this case the
entire county
awaits for six
members of
this year’'s ;
Ohio team slated to square
off against West Virginin in
the annual OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football
Game this Saturday at
Martins Ferry’'s ‘Purple
Rider Stadium.

Guernsey County’s six
players include Konnmor
Roberts of Meadowhrook;
Garth Charlton and Wil-
liam Lowe of Cambridge;
and the Buckeye Ttail trio
of Troy Pontius, Carter
Streiff and Kyle Wilson.

With Saturday’s 7:15
p.m. kickoff drawing ever
closer, the “Guernsey Six”
understand how special this
event is and they appear to
be enjoying their time on

the campus of Bethany Col-
lege as well as all of the
other week-long activities.
“T remember wiien I was
young 1 came down and
watched one of the games
and I've wanted to play in it
ever since,” said ‘Meadow-
brook’s Roberts, a 6-0, 180-
pound two-time all-Chioan
(third team as a jynior; sec-
ond team as a, senior)
who's expected to share
time at quarterback,’ “and
now that I am it's pretty

“It’s kinda my last urrah
before going to college, and
we're having a blast getling
to know at lot of new guys -
even the Cambridge kids,”
Roberts grinned. “We've
got athletes all around and

we're very diverse, but .

things are a lot slower of-
fensively, We (Meadow-
brook) were a lot more
fast-paced, but now we're
in a huddle, so it's an ad-
justment for me,”

Roberts, by the way, got
the official word Monday
morning that his offensive

coordinator to be at Ohio
Dominican University -
Martins PFerry/Mount
Union grad Zac Bruney -
will be leaving as he was
pamed the new head coach
at Wheeling Jesuit Univer-
gity, which is forming a
football program for the
first time with plans to play
an exhibition schedule next
year before competing full-
time in the Mountain East
Conference in 2019,

“I've locked forward to
this for a long time and to
be picked out of all the
players on the Ohio side is
a real honor,” said Trail's
Pontius, a 5-8, 170-pound
third team Division VIT all-
Ohioan who'll likely see ac-
tion at running back or
wide receiver. “Making
new friends has been great,
and rooming with Konnor
(Roberts) is a lot of fun.
It'll be nice to represent
Buckeye Trail one last
time.”

“T got the call late, but

See Page B4 | All-stars

Konnor Roberts

Carter Streiff

All-Stars

From Page B1

Pve always looked forward
to playing in a game like
this,” said Trail's Streiff, a
58, 180-pound linebacker
who gained second team
all-Ohio D-VII honors. “It
makes me feel good to
know I was chosen to play
with some really good play-
ers, and having other guys
from Trail shows we had a
preity good season.”

“It's really an honor to
get picked to play in this
game,” said Trail's Wilson.
“My cousin, Kyle Carpen-
ter, played in this game and
1 talked to him about it and
he said it was the best week
of his life and so far, 1
agree. I've made a lot of
new friends, and it's special
to have two of my buddies
{Pontius and Streiff) here,
One more time to represent
Buckeye Trail is nice, too.”

“T was really excited to
be selected,” said Cam-
bridge’s Lowe, a 5-10, 170
pound running back/defen-
sive lineman who was sec-
ond team all-Ohio Division
IV. “It's a very special op-
portunity to be able to
come out here and repre-
sent Cambridge along with
Garth., My teammates are
awesome and I'm enjoying

myself.” :

Charlton, a 6-0, 205-
pound linebacker who also
gained second {eam all-
Ohio accolades, made a
quick exit from: Bethany on
Monday in order to return
to Cambridge to play for
Post B4 in the American
Legion Region 8 Tourna-
ment, but returned soon af-
ter the game and it's been
an experience he'll never
forget.

got to experience this
last year with the Cam-
bridge coaching staff,” he
related, referring to serving
as a manager for CHS
coach Kevin Gunn who
guided the Ohio squad last
summer, “and I've been
looking forward to it ever
since,

“It's definitely an homor
to play with these guys,” he
continued as he took a
break from an X-Box com-
petition between the play-
ers in their dorms at
Bethany. “They're all great
football players and good
young men. It's great build-
ing friendships with guys I
never thought I'd get a
chance to meet.” .

Saturday’s game may las
between two and three
hours, but these six players
- along with the rest of the
participants - will have a
lifetime of memories to sa-
vor,

Willlam Lowe

Garth Chariten

Troy Pontius Kyle Wilson
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West Virginia
stuns Ohio
in 20-13 win

By JOSH STROPE
Sports writer

MARTINS FERRY — Call it
a little bit of redemption.

West  Virginia's John
Burkhalter dido’t have his
best day Saturday night dur-
ing the 72nd annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Foot-
ball Game. The all-state
receiver was plagued by
uncharacteristic drops,
including a few that were
guaranteed touchdowns.

Still, when the game was
one the line, there was no
question who the ball was
going to.

‘Fhe Wheeling Central con-
nection of quarterback Isaac
Rine and his favorite target,
Burkhalter, hooked up on an 8-
yard touchdown strike with
three seconds remaining to
give West Virginia a thrilling
20-13 victory against Ohio at
the Dave Bruney Football
Complex.

“This feels great,” Burkhal-
ter said. “I have been coming
here for so many years and
seen the reaction from other
West Virginia teams when
they took the ‘W' and that is
exactly what I wanted.

“Before that I made a cou-
ple drops and that got in my
head a little bit. Coming down

Atex Kozlowskl

MAKING A GRAB — West Virginia's Chris Yachini of Brooke leaps to make a catch while being defended
by Ohio’s Zach Blgelow of St. Clairsville

the stretch I told myself ‘it
was going to come down to
you.' I told my other fellow
receivers like Chris (Brooke’s
Yachini) that it is going to

come down to the wide
receivers. I knew this time 1
had to make the catch.”

With the game tied at 13-13
and Ohio with the ball, a failed

— -—

for West Virginia on the
Buckeyes 29.

With four minutes on
the clock, the Moun-
taineers used a heavy
dose of Magnolia’s Chase
Street and Weir’s Cody
Enrietti to milk the clock
to the final seconds.

West Virginia almost
coughed up the ball, but
Rine was able to recover
a fumble and give the
Mountaineers time for
one final quick play with
eight seconds on the
clock.

Rine took the shotgun

‘snap, rolled to his right

and found Burkhalter at
the edge of the end zone
for the pgame-winning
score,

“We ran a double nick-
el there with John and
Chris Yachini running
12-yard comeback
routes,” West Virginia
coach John Durdines
said. “We told Isaac to
have an internal clock
because you have to get
rid of it. He made a hellu-
va pass and John made a
a helluva catch.

“(Despite the drops) I
had no problem going
back to John. I played
against him for four
years. Trust me, I game-
planned for him, scouted

him enough. We were
poing to keep throwing
him the rock, We knew
he would be there when
we needed him.”

Burkhalter finished
with five -catches for 63
yards and a score.

Ohio got the scoring
started with a 22-yard
run on & reverse by
Buckeye Trail’'s Carter
Streiff in the first quar-
ter,

On the first play of the
second quarter, Street
went in from 9 vards to
tie it at 6-6, :

The Mountaineers
took their first lead as
Street found the end zone
again, this time from 25
yvards as he bounced off
the line, raced down the
sideline and beat an Ohio
defender to the pylon,

Street finished with a
game-high 82 yards rush-
ing to earn the Most
Valuable Player award.

Ohio seemed to grab
the momentum in the
fourth quarter, using an
11-play, 68-yard drive
that ended with
Steubenville's Jalen
McGhee scoring on a run
up the middle to tie it at
13-13.

West Virginia went
three-and-out on the

Continued from Page 1B

ensuing possession and
gave Ohio the chance to
drive for a game-winning
score,

Two plays later came
the lone Ohio turnover.,

*Shoulda, coulda,
woulda,” Ohio coach Karl
Justus said. “Kids gave
great effort and (West
Virginia} just made one
more play then we did.
They made it when they
needed it. We helped
them out a ot with penal-
ties and missed assign-
ments, but they made a
great play down in the
end zone and that was
that.

“A blocked punt, a
blocked PAT, a fumble. A
lot of mistakes that hard-
ly ever happen. Take
those away and maybe,
who knows?”

Game Note

® Much has been made
of this being the last game
for the Bishop Donahue
coaching staff and its
players, The coaches
started the game wearing
the traditional blue polo
shirts for West Virginia.
At halftime, all the coach-
es came out ‘wearing
green Bishop Donahue
shirts.

“Coaches wanted to do
it,” Durdines said. “It
meant something to them.
It was a sign of respect
and solidarity. It was
something the kids want-
ed them to do. If you
heard the chant at the
end, the chant was ‘Bish-
op Donahue.’ They under-
stand it is a tough situa-
tion for us and the kids
with what happened to us,
but what a way to shine a

i little light on Bishop for

once.”

pitch from Meadowbrook's
Konnor Roberts turned into a
loose ball. John Marshall’s
Jacob Kerekes came up with it

See OVAC Page 2B o



“1t's not the will to win that matiers-everyons has that. it's the will to prepare to

win that matters.”
Paul "Bear® Bryant

Wetzel Chronicle

SPORTS
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The 8th Annual Jim Quinet SK Memorial Run and Walk

The eighth annual Jim
Quinet 35K Memorial
Run/Waik will be held at 9
am. on Saturday, July 29,
beginning and ending in
front of Quinet's Court
Restourant, located on Main

across from the Wetzel
County Courthouse.
The pre-registration entry

“fee is $15, if paid by July

20, The cost is $20 after-
wards. Only pre-registered
partjcipants will be guaran-
teed a t-shirt. Registration

on race day will be from 7-
8 am. with the race to fol-
low at 8:30 a.m. Water will
be made available midway
through the race. At the fin-
ish line there will be water,
sport drinks and snacks,
Awards will be given to

the first overall male and
female runners; the top
three in nine and under, as
well as in age groups 10-
19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49,
50-59, 60-69; and 70 and
up.
There will be no duplica-

tion of awards.

The race and all proceeds
from it will support a schol-
arship fund in memory of
the late Jim Quinet, owner
of Quinet's Court Restau-
rant, who was a standout
Christian athlete and always

carried a smile with him.

Entry forms are available
at Quinet’s. Alternately,
contact Matt Quinet at 304-
904-2147 for further infor-
mation or visit Quinet’s at
217 Main Street New
Martinsville.

Street in New Martinsville,

Kicks-Off

OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic
High School Sports Season
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Its almost time to kick-off
the 2017-2018 high school
sports season with the 72nd
annual OVAC Rudy Mumley
All-Star Charity Football Clas-
sic, which will kick off at 7:15
p.m. on Saturday, July 22 at
Martins Ferry’s Dave Bruney

e e s e e

Photo by Bruce Crawlord Photo by Bruce Crawford

Waest Virginia’s team for the 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Chio's team for the 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumiey All-Star Charity Foot-
Charity Footbali Classic ball Classic

By BRUCE CRAWFORD  Football Complex. ters and can't wait till game talent.” coming away with the max with

Staff Writer The OVAC Moved the game time, “Finding players wasn’t three selections in, Mason

tough,” Justus said. “Eliminat-
ing players was the toughest
part. With so many good play-
ers in the Ohio Valley, narrow-
ing it down to 32 players
makes it really challenging.”
Justus represented 18
schools from Ohio with River

to Martins Ferry because the
field on the Wheeling Island is
getting a face-lift as we spenk,
and barring any late scratches
and/or changes, both Ohio head
coach Karl Justus and West
Virginia head coach John Dur-
dines have finalized their ros-

“Choosing the roster is unbe-
lievably tough,” Durdines said.
“There are so mony good kids
who you can’t take. And you
have to play a game, so you
can’t just take 32 players. We
bave kids who excelled on their
teams, but there’s just so much

Ladyga, Luke Matusik and
Cody Saksa, while West Vir-
ginia’s Durdines selected Tyler
Anderson and Jace Reed of
Tyler Consolidated; and Chase
Street of Magnolia as the only
aren layers selected.

See “OVAC” on page 11

Noah’s Ark/Creation Museum

I just got back from a few days
off to check out Noah's Ark and
the Creation Museum in Ken-
ticky, and it was everything and
more, There was more than I can
report on, but I will try to give
you a basic description of both,
the best I can. Lynne and I went

- Blong with
my eldest
son Greg
nad his fum-
ity, along
with (Santa
and  Mrs.
Claus) -

prey

~and
mother in-
law.

After a
nice five-
hour drive
to get there, we went to the Cre-
ation Museumn the next morning.
The front of the museum was
gorgeous, and it felt good just
being in the lobby, There were
. dinosaurs of all kinds, along with
different flowers and such to
maége you fell at peace with your-
self.

“FROM MY VIEW"

BRUGE
CRAWFORD

The Creation Museum shows
the theories of the origins of life,
and illustrates the stories and
ideas in the Bible through over

mant avhihite inalnding a nafting

Photos by Bruce Crawford

Noah's Ark, in Kentucky.
tarium.

The history of the Bible vividly
comes to life as we entered a
Time Tunnel, beginning our watk
through Biblical history. We

being in the Garden with all the
animals, bugs and flowers. It just
gave us chills. It was awesome in
itself, and when they added
Adam and Eve in the middle, it

tinued our journey.

The museum had a theater,
along with a planetarium, a pet-
ting zoo, nature trails, and more.
The Creation Museum showed all

Bus Trip
To Ark

On Saturday, Aug, 19, the
Hearts Forever Changed organiza-
tion is taking a bus trip 1o the Ark
Encounter, located in
Williamstown, Kentucky.

The Ark Encounter features.a
full-size Noah's Ark, built accord-
ing to the dimensions given in the
Bible. Spanning 510 feet long, 85
feet wide, and 51 feet high, this
modern engineering marvel
amazes visitors.young and old,

The cost for the trip is $110
which covers tronsportation via
air-conditioned charter bus and
ticket price for the Ark. The bus
will leave St. Marys at 5 am. and
will return to St. Marys by mid-
night. Trip participants will have
four hours to explore the Ark.
Light snacks and water will be
provided on the bus, and the bus
will stop for dinner on the return
trip home. (Meal cost net included
in trip cost), Money i3 due within
five days of registration. To regis-
ter for the trip, contact Sonya
Hizer at 304-771-5612.

Hearts Forever Changed is n
local organization made up of
local people. Hearts Forever
Changed is best known for a year-
ly voyage to Honduras, where
team members build houses for
the homeless, feed the hunery, and
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“You’re never a loser until you
quit trying.”

— Mike Ditka

OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic Saturday
Turns Page to Coming H1gh School Sports Season

By BRUCE CRAWFORD
Staff Writer
Its almost time to kick-off the
2017-2018 high school sports
season with the 72nd annual

OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star

Charity Football Classic, which
will kick off at 7:15 p.m. on Satur-
day, July 22 at Martins Ferry's
Dave Bruney Football Complex.

The OVAC Moved the game to
Martins Ferry because the field on
the Wheeling Island is getting a
face-lift as we speak, and barring
any late scratches and/or changes,
both Ohio head coach Karl Justus
and West Virginia head coach
John Durdines have finalized their
rosters and can't wait till game
time.

“Choosing the roster is unbe-
lievably tough,” Durdines said.
“There are so many good kids who
you can’t take. And you have to
play a game, so you can't just tuke
32 piayers. We have kids who
excelled on their teams, but there’s
just so much talent.”

“Finding players wasn't
tough,” Justus said. “Eliminating
E\l{ayers was the toughest part.

ith so many good players in the
Ohic Valley, narrowing it down
to 32 players makes it really
challenging.”

Justus represented 18 schools
from Ohio with River coming
away with the max with three
selections in, Mason Ladyga, Luke
Matusik and Cody Saksa, while

Ld Parsons

gam ['1Shing
And More

Fishing Lake Erie is an
experience you'll never

for&:.
any one who's ev‘sﬁ
experienced it, and they
almost always agree that
Lake Erje and its fishin
opportunities are one o
Ohio’s best outdoor
resources. There’s something
for everyone, everything

| from boating and swimming

to fishing and bird-watching,

| are avai]able on the lake and

lake shore. Beautiful homes
dot the landscape nlong the
shores. Charter service is
available in nearly every vil-
lage. I prefer to use my own
small boat near the shores of
the Islands. That is the best
during the warm months, Of
course the night life is also
exciting and 1f you are a
music lover you'll get your
fill of all types.

Mauking the trip to Port
Clinton and Pui-In-Bay for
some Walleye and Yellow
perch has been my favorite
summertime activity for the
past 10 years. We used to
Sl.l[:nd a lot of time fishin

shores around inner city
Cleveland, especially in
Euclid and C eveland Harbor
back when my Grandparents
lived on the West Side. How-
ever as I soon found out
nothing can compare to the
area around the north west-

of the lake.
you've never spent ant
time around the lake, you’ll
soon find out what you've
been missing. If you want o
chance at catching a varie
of fish, then fishing off Kel-
ley’s Island will be your best
bet. If walleye are on your
mind, then Cleveland Harbor
i$ a great place fo go this

erm

% time of year. I've had the

most success off the shores
of Put-In-Bay.
If you're planning to visit

iaw Lake Erie, don’t sweat the
7 out-of-town blues. For the

West Virginia’s Durdines selected
Tyler Anderson and Jace Reed of
Tyler Consolidated; and Chase
Street of Magnolia as the only area
layers selected.

Besides the football players par-
ticipating from our area, there are
band members, Queen of Queens,
and cheerleaders, as well as past

-players and cheerleaders. This year

Tyler Consolidated S OVAC All- Star FootbaJI Players tnclude from Ieft -Jace Reed and Tyler Andersan.

the band members are, Makenzie
Kimble, Ted Stackpole and
Nachelle Probst from Tyler Con-
solidated, The OVAC will once
again crown the Queen of Queens
as girls representing twenty three
OVAC high schools compete for
the 2017 ttle.

The Talent Show for the Queen
of Queens will take place this year

at 7 p.m., Friday, July 21 and will
be retummg for the third year to
the Capitol Theatre. Tickets will
be available at the door, $7 for
adults and $5 for children.

Come early for the pre-game
activities featuring the OVAC
All Star Marching Band, Drill
Team, Cheerleaders, and Queen
contestants.

most part, the le are a
ndﬁy bunchp:nog will offer
some assistance or tips if you
ask for it. Just don't expect
anyone to %me up their
favorite fishing holes, It’s
also a good idea to give other
anglers a respectfud distance

be ore trying out any tips

they Lz have offered.

er conditions play a
huge role in Lake Erie %sh—
ing success. Rough weather
can make for some pretty big
waves on the lake and make
for dangerous boating condi-
tions or at the very leasta
seasickness inducing trip.

If your looking for o great
place to spend a fews days
or a month, make it # point to
visit Lake Eri¢ sometime and
enjoy the bounty of fish that
are out there to catch. You
won’t be sorry that you did.

My favorite happens to be
{Slluw perch and walleye.

e have a fish fry every
night after our day long trips
and whats teftimakes for
great breakfast with eggs,
toast and fried potatoes.

Tdon't often write about
our fishing Bs but because

Al ey - FRares nilman
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~ Stadium Repairs To
Take Five Months

$700K needed:
all-star game will
have to move

By CASEY JUNKINS
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Wheeling
Island Stadium should be ready
for West Virginia’s annual Super
Six football championships and
- most of the 2017 regular season,
but the venue, will not host the
OVAC Rudy Mumiey All-Star
Football Game and Queen of

Queens competition this year,
During a Monday Ohio County

Board of Education meeting, .

Superintendent Kim Miller said
the required stadium repairs will
cost approximately $700,000.
She hopes the school’s insurance
policy will cover at lenst some of
the cost, while she said the stadi-
um should open for use by mid-
September,

e work is necessary because
two of the panels at the top of the
seating section on the stadium’s
west side are now on the ground.
On April 17, one concrete panel
came down by crane after offi-
cials found it damaged a few days
earlier, but the adjocent panel fell
from the top of the stadium in an
uncontrolled fashion, crashing
through the fence that surrounds
the faci]itty.

“This failure is not something
that could have easily been pre-
dicted or noticed,” ric
Matyskiela of M&G Architects
and Engincers told board mem-
bers Monday. “This has not been
caused by some sort of lack of
maintenance or lack of inspec-
tion,”

1In fact, Matyskiela said there
was really no way to see the por-
tion that failed until at least one of
the panels had been removed. He
said the facility — which origi-
nally opened in 1927, but saw
extensive renovations in 1987 ~
i?, overall, “in very good condi-
tion.”

(Please see STADIUM,
Page 6)

By IAN HICKS
City Editor

WHEELING - OVAC offi-
cials wili si)end the coming
weeks huddling to develop a
backup plan following Monday’s
news that Wheeling Island Stadi-
um won't be ready to host the
annual Rudy Mumley All-Star
Football Game this summer.

The game, which pits to
recent graduates from area hig
schools in West Virginia against
those from Ohio, is set for July
22, but work to reinforce con-
crete panels at the top of Wheel-
ing Jsland Stadium isn’t expect-
ed to wrap up until mid-Septem-
ber. One of the panels on the
west side of the stadium shifted,

officials discovercd April 14,
and another came crashing to the
ground when construction work-
ers removed it last week,

At this point, there is no
timetable for an announcement
of a new venue for this sum-
mer’s contest, according to
OVAC Executive Secre-
tary/Treasurer Tom Rataiczak.

“I wish I could give you an

- answer, but I can't. .. It's just a

matter of seeing what our
options are,” Rataiczak said late
ond:{.
Rataiczak declined to identify
potential locations where the
game could be moved, noting
conference officials still have to
get together to discuss the situa-

Photo by Cassy Junkins
This section of South Penn Street remains closed because of structural problems at Wheeling
Istand Stadium. '

OVAC official: no timetable for venue change

tion.

He did say, however, that
available space will be a major
consideration when it comes to
finding a new host,

In addition to the teams, there
are multiple bands as well as
Queen of Queens pageant con-
testants that have to be accom-
modated.

“There’s a lot of bodies to
move around, and there’s a lot of
facilities that have to be set up
for that,” he said. “On the other
hand, you're not puttin% 10,000
people in the stands like you
were back in the *80s.”

{Please see OVAC,
Puage6)
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(Continued from Page 1)

Location is another major factor,
according to Rataiczak, who noted play-
ers come from as far north as East Liver-
pool and as far south as Parkersburg and
Morgantown to participate in the contest,

“You try to keep things as central as
you can so it's convenient for everybody
to get there, get back out and get home,”
he said.

Wheeling Island Stadium has hosted
the OVAC All-Star Game since its incep-
tion in the 1940s, Rataiczak said the
game has been moved to Martins Ferry

STADIUM

and Steubenville in the past due to flood-
ing and other factors, but that hasn’t been
necessary in the 18 years he’s been
involved with the event.

He said Wheeling Park High School
Athletic Director Dwaine Rodgers and
Ohio County Schools administrators
have been keeping OVAC officials
updated on the situation at the stadium,
and he’s confident a suitable location
will be found.

“At least it wasn't discovered in June
or July. We have time to regroup, and
we’ll do it,” Rataiczak said,

{Continued from Page 1)

Matyskiela said the main reason for
the panel failure is weathering. For
example, the conecrete can get very hot
when exposed to the summer sun, The
structure then cools at night, but heats
back up during the next day.

“It's the constant movement,” he said
of the ongoing expansion and contraction
during the temperature transition.

Miller said after the meeting the
school will have to place the project out
for bid before ofiicially hiring somcone
to perform the work. Matyskiela’s strate-
gy culls for installing new reinforcements
connecting the punels to the main portion
of the stadium in both the east side and
west side stands.

Unlike the original connections, the
new supports will be open for inspection,
so that school employees will be able to
tell if there is a problein. '

At this time, Matyskiela does not plan
to install new supports for the panels
that run at the north and south ends of
the stands. Neither he nor school offi-
cials ruled this oul, however, while
acknowledging this would take more
time and money to complete.

“We could get another 30 years out of
this stadium,” Muatyskiela added.

After hearing the report, board mem-
ber Christine Carder asked Miller if this
meant the stadivm would be unavailable
for the annual OVAC All-Star football
game on July 22, which pits recent grad-
uates of Ohio high schools against their
West Virginia counterparts. '

“We won't be able to use it for the all-
star game,” Miller said.

After some further discussion, board
President Zach Abraham, along with

members Shane Mallett, Tim Birch,
Sarah Koegler and Carder voted 5-0 to
allow Miller to seek bids for the stadium
work.

After the meeting, Miller said there
have not been any official plans made
for Wheeling Park High School football
and soccer games this fail in the cvent
the stadium cannot host them,

Recently, West Virginia Secondary
School Activities Commission Executive
Director Bernie Dolan said he remained
hopeful the stadium would be ready in
time for the Mountain State’s annual
Super Six high school football champi-
onships, which the stadium has hosted
every December since 1994,

“We plan on being up and ready by

the Super Six,” Miller said confidently.
_ Miller and board members hope the
insurance will cover a significant portion
of the expense because the school is
already going to have to tighten its
budgetary belt in the new fiscal year.
The assessed value for county property
is down %91 million from last year due
to a slowdown in natural gas production
in the area, which means about a $1.5
million reduction in revenue for the
school even after board of education
members increased the levy rate from
54.5 percent of the maximum allowed to
55.5 percent.

“At least no one got hurt,” Birch said
of the stadium problems.

“We all are thankful that this hap-
pened when it did, if it had to happen,”
Carder added.

The next regular board meeting is set
for 6 %m May 11 at the board office
along National Road in the Elm Grove
section of Wheeling.

— - -

KAPRAL

— A wise man gnce
said, “It is not the prob-
lem, but rather who 15
solving it.” )
OVAC Executive Scc-
retary Tom Rataiczak
and his football commt-
tee were delivered a
major problem late fast
month. The conference’s
hraintrust needed to find
a new home for the
Rudy Mumley All-Star
Football Game this July.
The problem
arose alter
Wheeling Island
Stadium — the
annuat home for
the all-star clash
— was found to
have some pan-
els in decay. A

magnitude.

Rgataiczuk, OVAC
Game Director Bob
Koch and the football
committee opted [or
Martins Ferry. They
made the call ;111(1 did s0
in timely fashion.

With no disrespect to
the nther three sites, the
Dave Bruney Football
Complex makes the
most sense.

First, it has
enough seating
to handlc the
crowd which i8
not the 7,000~
8,000 in years
past due to tele-
vision coverage.
Also it does

; idie shelter
$1M repair g} provide SaLHEE
project has BuBBA i{((;;[ger:ilge(.m its
ensuedatthe — yxr ppAy " The biggest

stadium and is
expected to be
in shut-down
mode until early
September.
Fortunately, the struc-
tural issues were discov-
ered when the stadium
was not in use. It qguld
have proved fatal if the
issue surfaced during an
athletic contest. So in
somie respects, it was a
blessing. o
The OVAC of‘l':c;’n!s
had four quality options

to ponder: Steubenviile’s

Harding Stadium,
Brooke High, St.
Clairsville High and the
Dave Bruney Football
Complex in Martms
Ferry.

All four are ideal foot-
ball venues. But all four

had an issue Or WO

EXECUTIVE SPORTS
Hprronr

facior is that
Murling }I::errﬁ is
scographically
%qugl to Wheel-
ing Island. Some players
and Tamitics have much
teavel in conjunction
with the game, including
those from the Parkers-
burg and Morgantown
areas. Should the game
be played at Hoarding
Stadium or at Brooke
High it would result in
another 25-minute (rip
each way.

“At one time (1950s,
605, 70s) we let that sta-
dium go, even though
we WOn 0§ many games
or more than anyone. No
money was spent on it
and the stadivm went

Sce, Kapral, Page C2

Continued from page C1

into disrepair. 1t'was so bad that we
had to tear down the visitors’ side,”
Martins Ferry coach Dave Bruney
said. “I want to thank the OVAC
for the opportunity to showcase our
facility. I also want to thank so
many people for working so hard to
improve and maintain our current
facilitics, which had not always the
case dating back to the 505, 60s
and 70s. .

*Dirk Fitch got this turf replace-
ment project going shortly belore
he retived (as district superintend-
ent). Jim Fogle and Kim Appolloni
have picked up the ball and moved
it along.”

Purple Rider Stadium housed the
all-star game in the early 1970s
without a hitch. The facility is now
light years better than it was 50
years ago.

Ohio fans will get one added
bonus. Buckeye partisans usoally

. bake during sweltering conditions

at the game, as the visiting side at
Wheeling Island Stadium Faces the
sun. At Ferry, home fans will be
under cover with backs to the sun.

“We have had so much help from
s0 many people over the last 20
yeags in improving this place. Dan
Jones has been a big hicip. He
helped me when 1 was getting it off
the ground,” Bruney said. “My
biggest thanks goes out to our
schaol board — Dorothy Powell,
Nick Stankovich, Bob Zilai, Scott
Ballint and Joe Lovell. They are all
Martins Ferry grads and were all
involved in many extracurricular
activilics while in school. They are
apdent supporters and jealize the
integral role that qualily athletic
and extracurricular progrums play
in cducation.

“I have known them all for at

r———— e

least 45 years on a personal level. 1
can’t thank them enough. I coached
Nick and then he coached for me.
Bab coached me,

“They spend a lot of time at the
stacdiwm and realize what it takes to
maintain o great facility.

“f can't thank our entire commu-
nity and students enough. This
facility has prolonged my career.”

BUBBA’S BITS

David Yan Camp — a 2000
Whecling Park grad — was kiiled
in Iraq while serving the U.S. Army
as a captain. He was a former Patri-
ots bascball player. After his death,
David’s family established a schol-
arship in his honor. Park senior
Rush Seidler received that scholar-
ship after Tuesday’s sectional win
against John Marshall. Capt. Van
Camp received numerous military
honors, including the Purple Heart
and Bronze Star,

m Terry Edwards dedicated
much of his life to basebdll. He
guided Wheeling Central to more
than 300 wins and a pair of state
titles.

The former West Liberty {ootball
star left the Maroon Knights to
establish a baseball program at
Wheeling Jesuit University. The
affable coach opted to enter retire-
ment Monday after 41 years of
coaching.

We salate the 2001 OVAC
Coach of the Year for a selfless
coaching carcer that yielded
tremendous success on the field
while also helping shape the lives
of countless young men in a posi-
tive fashion:

W St Clairsville's DeVon Harris
acquitted himsclf nicely in the Ohio
North-South Division [V-VII All-
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Ferry lands OVAC All-Star Football Game

By BUBBA KAPRAL
Execiive Sports Editor

MARTINS FERRY - The
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star
Football Game is headed to the
Purple City. .

OVAC Executive Secretary
Tom Rataiczak announced thig
morning the annual grid extrava-
ganza -~ pitting Ohio, and West
Virginia standouts — will he
played at the Dave Bruney Foot-
ball Complex in Martids Ferry on
Saturday night, July 22.

The game is held annually at
Wheeling Island Stadium. How-
ever, the facility was found to
have extensive structural damage
last month, Repair work will cost
*$700,000 and Is targeted to

extend into September.

Martins Ferry was one of
four venues in the hunt for this
year's game. OVAC officials also
considered Steubenville’s Hard-
ing Stadium, St. Clairsville and
Brooke,

“After carefully evaluating
the four sites and ‘considering
cost, travel, facilities, needs for
band and queens, parking, etc., it
was felt that Martins Ferry was
the most logical choice. While the
stadium holds less people than
the Island, it should provide for a
packed, exciting football game
atmmosphere,” Rataiczak said.
*We can't say enough about Ohio
County and the facility it has pro-
vided for years, This has made us
realize how blessed we have been

to  have
such a
venue in
the heart of
the confer-
ence.
Everyone
involved
shoutd be
grateful that
t h i s
occurred when it did and that no
one was hurt. We have every
intention of returning there next
year,”

This summer’s game will
help christen new turf currently
being installed at the Dave
Bruney Complex. In addition,
other cosmetic work is under way
such as painting and seating

S BRHEY MM
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repairs.

“We are ecstatic in being
selected to-host this game. It is
the perfect way to showcase our
tremendous facility,” Martins
Ferry Athletic Director Kim
Appolloni said. *“We have a great
football tradition here at Martins
Ferry and we are both excited and
humbled to be chosen to host
such a grand event.

“I would like to thank Rat
(Tom Rataiczak) and all those
who decided to give us such a
wonderful. opportunity,” she con-
tinued. “We have a dedicated
staff here at Martins Ferry that
will work diligently and passion-
ately to make sure everything is
up to all-star standards,”

This will not be the first time

Ferry has hosted the game. 1t did
so once in the early 1970s.

“Dave Bruney and Kim
Appolloni have been super sup-
portive in trying to mect the
needs the game requires. In hav-
ing the Band Showcanse there for
several years, we feel very com-
fortable in running this event in a
first-class fashion,” Rataiczak
said, “We realize that a lot of
tweaking will need to be done
both with Martins Ferry and the
OVAC committee, but we are
committed to seeing that the
game is carried out with the same
class as it always has been. The
next few months will be very
interesting and demanding in get-
ting all the pieces of the game to
fit together.”

This section of South Penn Street remains closed because of structura!l problems at Whesling isla

Stadium repairs to cost $700K

® Won't be available for All-Star Football Game

Photos by Césey Junkins
nd Stadium.

By CASEY JUNKINS
For The Times Leader

WHEELING — Wheeling Island Sta-
dium should be ready for West Vir-
ginia's annual Super Six football cham-
pionships and most of the 2017 regular
season, but the venue will not host the
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football
Game and crowning of the Queen of
Queens this year.

During a Monday Ohio County
Boeard of Education meeting, Superin-
tendent Kim Miller said the required
stadium repairs will cost approximately
$700,000. '

She hopes the school's insurance pol-
icy will cover at least some of the cost,
while she said the stadium should open
for use by mid-September.

The work is necessary because two of
the panels at the top of the seating sec-
tion on the stadium's west side are now
on the ground. On April 17, one con-
crete panel came down by crane after
officials found it damaged a few days

carlier, but the adjacent panel fell from
the top of the stadivm in an uncon-
trolled fashion, crashing through the
fence that surrounds the facility.

“This failure is not something that
could have easily been predicted or
noticed,” Eric Matyskiela of M&G
Architects and Engineers told board
members Monday. “This has not been
caused by some sort of lack of mainte-
nance or lack of inspection.”

In fact, Matyskiela said there was
really no way to see the portion that
failed until at least one of the panels had
been removed.

He said the facility — which origi-
nally opened in 1927, but saw exten-
sive renovations in 1987 — is, overall,
“in very good condition.”

Matyskiela said the main reason for
the panel failure is weathering. For
example, the concrete can get very hot
when exposed to the summer sun, The
structure then cools at night, but heals
back up during the next day.

“It’s the constant movement,” he said

slela of M&G Architects

Eric Ma
and Engineers addresses the Ohio
Countﬁ Board of Education regard-
ing Wheeling Island Stadium during
the board’s Monday meseting.

of the ongoing expansion and contrac-
tion during the temperature transition.

See STADIUM, Page A2
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Tuesday,
April 25, 2017

OVAC ASG
must find
new home

* Island Stadium shut
down until September

By IAN HICKS .
For The Times Leader

WHEELING - OVAC offi-
cials will spend the coming
weeks huddling to develop a
backup plan following Monday’s
news that Wheeling Island Stadi-
um won’t be ready to host the
annual Rudy Mumley Aijl-Star
Football Game this summer.

The game, which pits top
recent

graduates |
from area
Bigh
schools in
West Vir-

ginia
against
those from
Ohio, is
set -for
July 22,
but work
to rein- e
force concrete panels at the top
of Wheeling Island Stadium isn’t

expecied to wrap up until mid- ‘

September. One of the panels on
the west side of the stadium shift-
ed, officials discovered April 14,
and another came crashing to the
ground when construetion work-
ers removed it [ast week.

At this point, there is no
timetable for an announcement of
a new venue for this summer’s
contest, according to OVAC
Executive Secretary/Treasurer
Tom Rataiczak,

“I wish I could give you an
answer, but I can’t. ... It's just a
matter of seeing what our options
are,” Rataiczak said late Monday.

Rataiczak declined to identify
potential locations where the
game could be moved, noting
conference officials still have to
get together to discuss the situa-
tion.

He did say, however, that
available space will be a major
consideration when it comes to
finding a new host. In addition to
the teams, there are multiple
bands as well as Queen of
Queens pageant contestants that
have to be accommodated.

“There’s a lot of bodies to
move around, and there's a lot of
facilities that have to be set up
for that,” he said. “On the other
hand, you're not putting 10,000
people in the stands like you
were back in the *§0s.”

Location is another major fac-
tor, according to Rataiczak, who
noted players come from as far

See, OVAC, Paga B2
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Miller said after the
meeting the school will
have to place th%groject out
for bid before officially hir-

ing Someone to p?rform the | Ohio County Board of
work. Matyskiela's strategy | gqycation mesting is
calls for installing new l'ﬁtlhn' set for 8 p.m. May 11
forcements connecting the at the board office

panels to the main portion

Go anp Do

B The next regular | Virginia counterparts.

July 22, which pits recent
graduates of Ohio high
schools against their West

“We won’t be able to use
it for the all-star game,”
Miller said.

After some further dis-
cussion, board President

of the stadium in both the | along National Road In | Zach Abraham, along with
east side and west side | the Elm Grove section | members Shane Mailett,

stands. of Wheeling.

Unlike the original con-

Tim Birch, Sarah Koegler
and Carder voted 5-0 to
allow Miller to seek bids for

nections, the new supports
will be open for inspection, so that school
employees will be able to tell if there is a
problem. .

At this time, Matyskiela does not plan to
install new supports for the panels that run
at the north and south ends of the stands.
Neither be nor school officials ruled this
out, however, while acknowledging this
would take more time and money to com-

lete.
P “We could get another 30 years out of
this stadium,” Matyskiela added.

After hearing the report, board member
Christine Carder asked Miller if this meant
the stadium would be unavailable for the
annual OVAC All-Star football game on

the stadium work,

After the meeting, Miller said there have
not been any official plans made for
Wheeling Park High School football and
soccer games this {all in the event the sta-
dium cannot host them,

Recently, West Virginia Secondary
School Activities Commission Executive
Director Bernie Dolan said he remained
hopeful the stadium would be ready in
time for the Mountain State’s annual Super
Six high school football championships,
which the stadium has hosted every
December since 1994,

“We plan on beiog up and ready by the
Super Six,” Miller said confidently.
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OVAC RUDY Mumley Game Director Bob Koch (center) is flanked by the two head coaches for Saturday's
annual contast, which will be played at Martins Ferry’s Purple Rider Stadium. Ohlo's head coach Is Karl
Justus and leading the West Virginia squad Is John Durdines {right).

Justus, Durdines both pleased
with teams’ progress thus far

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leadsr Sports Editor

BETHANY - The preparations
‘for the annual OVAC Rudy Mumiey
All-Star Football Game are officially
in full swing.

The players and coaches have been
on campus since Saturday and have
five practices under their belt as they
continue to work toward Saturday
night’s kickoff at 7:15 at Martins
Ferry’s Purple Rider Stadium.

Both squads took a break from
their practices Monday afternoon to
take part in media and photo day on
the campus of Bethany (IZJol]ege.

Chio head coach Karl: Justus and
West Virginia head coach John Dur-
dines are both overwhelmingly excit-

ed with their respective teams. Not -

just from a football perspective, but
including their behavior and atti-
tudes. b

“It’s a busy time, but it'y also been
a fun time because of these kids and
how they've handled everything,”

Justus said. “We went full go (Mon-,

dny) for the first time and the kids are

really picking things up well.”
During the Buckeye State’s first

practice Monday, they went live for

much of the workout, which Justus

was happy with.

as we ‘Would if we were preparing for
the state championship game,” Dur-
dines said. “We want to win in the
worst way, but still football is about
having fun. The kids understand that
if they take care of business for these
two hours (on the prac-

“I think they're better
when they just play than
going through drills,” Jus-
tus said. *“The kids are all
in pretty good shape and
there’s a lot of talent here.
We just have to get it all
gelled together.”

‘Though every coach
and player who tokes in
any games wants to win,

tice field), they'll be able
to savor and enjoy every
minute outside of here.
This game is an experi-
ence.”

Durdines, who has
been a part of two previ-
ous West Virginia staffs
for the OVAC Game,
| wants his team to enjoy
every ounce of the week

Durdines and his coach-
ing staff have added motivation since
they’re representing Bishop Donahue
for the final time. Donahue, which
won the OVAC Class 1A title last
fall, has been closed for the upcom-
ing school year,

*“We're coaching this game as hard

as much as possible.
“This game will allow these kids
to build relationships and friendships
that they’ll be able to have forever,”
Durdines said. “We definitely have

‘'some characters on this team, but

that’s in a good way. The kids are
See, OVAC, Page B2

James Family

ready for final
game together

By JOSH STROPE
For. The Times Leader

BETHANY - Tulk to Eric James about his son,
Lander, and his eyes light up. Possibly qu.ht even swell
up. There is no doubt he is one proud papa,

The two have been together on a football field for a
fong time and it has been quite a ride, including
Carmeron’s perfect 10-0 regular season in 2016.

‘While the end of that ride could have came with the
Dragons’ loss in the playoffs last senson, there is still
ong more game to go.

Lander James made a name for himself on the offen-
sive line this season, earning first team All-Valley and
All-OVAC and special honorable mention nll-state,

He was an easy choice to be selected for the 72nd
Annu;al Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity
Classic. !

. “This is a pretty big deal on my part,” Lander James
said Monday at OVAC Media Day at Bethany College.
“Not a lot of people in my family have been in this
game and not mapy people from my school get selected.

“It would have been nice to have one'more person
from our team, but two people is good ana we are both
excited to be here.” . i

Lander James, who finished last senson at 6-foot-3
and and 195 pounds, but currently stands at 6-5 and
230 pounds, is joined by on the West Virginia team by
tailback Michael Starcher. ! _

See, JAMES, Page B2 -

Pholo/JOSH STROPE
LANDER JAMES, left, poses with his. dad, Eric,
during OVAC Media Day on Monday at Bethany
College.
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really bonding and that's what this is-about.”

The West Virginia players have been maximizing their
time on the practice field, according to their hend coach.

“The big learning curve is with the quarterbacks
because of the system and terminology differences, but
they're getting better each and every practice,” Durdines
said. “We're preparing to win a game, but this whole
experience is fun.” :

According to Justus, Ohio could play today if need be,
defensively. However, the offense, which is the side of the
ball he coaches, is still coming together.

“The defense has really come together well and it's
ahead of the offense, but that's normal because they don’t
have as much lo grasp, mentally,” Justus said. “The Kids
looked good today and I don’t know if it's them leaming
the plays better or the fact that we went full bore. We’ll
get there by Saturday.”

OVAC.NOTES

m JUSTUS ADMITTED that he hasn't yet learned
everyone's name on his team, but he's getting there.

“I know most of them, but all of the assistants know the
names,” Justus said. “I coach the offense, so I am good on
the offensive side.” :

B BOTH STAFFS are currently down a coach. West
Virginia is without former Madonna head coach Bob
Kramer, who is under the weather after a trip to Las Vegas
last week.

“I am still hoping Bob will be able to join the staff,”
Durdines said. “He called me Saturday and said he’s going
to try to get (to camp) later in the week. We have the
utmost respect for Bob and hope he can get here, He's a
cherished friend.”

Ohio is without Justus’ son, K.B. He's a member of the
coaching staff at Lancaster and it has its camp going on.
He’s expected to re-join Ohio later in the week,

m CAMBRIDGE PRODUCT Garth Charlton used his
one excused absence from camp shortly after the team pic-
ture was taken Monday. He headed back to Guerney
County to re-join the Cambridge American Legion base-
bull team far its game against St, Clairsville. St. Clairsville

players Billy Johnsen {Shadyside) and Dom Wallace
{Martins Ferry) elected to stay in camp,

e James
Continued from Page B

Starcher, who rushed for 1,557 yards and 18 touch-
downs last season, can thank James for opening so many
holes for him throughout his career. That could be a famil-
iar theme come Saturday at the Dave Bruney Football
Complex in Martins Ferry,

While Lander James likely expected Starcher to be join-
ing him, one person he wasn’t was his father.

This season, the coaching staff was from the OVAC
Class 1A division. That was Bishop Donahue.

Bishop Donahue coach John Durdines goes back a long
way with Eric James. '

It was where James got his start. When Durdines asked
him to come aboard Jast January, the answer was un easy
one.

“(Bishop Donahue) is where I cut my teeth, getting out
of college as a 22-year-old kid,” Eric James said. “Fortu-
nately John called me up and asked “do you want to come
back with us one last time?' He didn't have to ask me
twice.

FTe——

-« OVAC

" Cominued from Page B1

The game, which sees recent graduates of Qhio hi
) igh
schools face those from West Virginia schools, is sche%l—

uled for 7:15 p.m. July 22.

On Friday, West Virginia Second School Activiti
Com;mssinn Executive Director Bg'ynie Dolan st;i\;u;g
remained hopeful the stadium would be ready in time for
the Mountain State's annual Super Six high school foot-
ball championships in Decermiber. The stadium has played

host to these contests every year since 1994,

To this point, the only events Wheeling Park Hi

int, | ark High
: thetxc, Director has needed to movegfrom the stga-
dium are boys’ and girls’ lacrosse games. He hopes it

School A
stays that way.

“I have to admit that is definitely alarming,” Rodge
Il - ' rs
said after watching the panel fall to the groundg. “You lgook

— there are a lot of different

at that and you think, OK
tbi%]‘ﬁs tbtgh?eed to be done at this point.”

€ stadivm serves as the home feld for the Wheel
Park Patriots football and soccer teams, Until 201??]35
Wheeling Central Catholic High School Maroon Knights
ilso called the stadium home, but they have since relocat-

ed their home games to th ; ;
Ulﬂversity. E € campus of Wheelmg-]esuu

Robert "Bubba”

" Kapral . ,
Exgcutive Spons Editar

OVAC hits paydirt
‘with all-star grid
game selection

MARTINS FERRY -- A wise man

once said, "It is not the problem, but

rather who is solving it." )

OVAC Executive Secretary Tom

Rataiczak and his football committee
were delivered a major problem late
last month. The conference braintrust
needed to find a new home for Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game this
July. . :
The problem arose after Wheeling
Island Stadium -- the annual home for
the all-star clash -- was found to have
some pacels in decay. A $1M repair
project has ensved af the stadium and
1s expected to be in shut-down mode
till early September.,

Fortunately, the structural issues
were discovered when the s{adium
was not in use. It could have proved
fatal if the issue surfaced during an
athletic contest. So in some respects,
it was a blessing. ‘

The OVAC officials had basically

‘four quality options to ponder:

Steubenville's Harding Stadium,
Brooke High, St. Clairsville High and
the Dave Bruney Football Complex
in Martins Ferry.

All four are ideal grid venues. But
all four had an issue or two when try-
ing to accommaodate the game of such
magnitude.

Rataiczak, OVAC Game Director
Bob Koch and the grid committee
opted for Martins Ferry. They made
the call and did so in timely fashion.

With no disrespect to the other
three sites, the Dave Bruney Football
Complex in Martins Ferry makes the
most Sense.

First, it has enough seating to
handle the crowd which is not the
7,000-8,000 in years past due to tele-
vision coverage. Also it does provide
shelter from rain on its home side.

The biggest factor that Martins
Ferry is geographically cqual to
Wheeling Island. Some players and
families have much travel in conjunc-
tion with the game, including those

from the Parkersburg and Morgan-

town areas. Should the game be
played at Harding Stadium or at
Brooke High it would result in anoth-
er 25-minute trip each way,

At one time (1950s, 60s, 70s)
we let that stadium go, even though
we won as many games or more than
anyone, No money was spent on 1t
and the stadium went into disrepair. It
was so bad that we had to tear down
the visitors' side,” said Martins Ferry
head coach Dave Bruney. "I want to
thank the OVAC for the opportunity
to showcase our facility. 1 also want
to thank so many people for working
so hard to improve and maintain our
current facilities, which had not
always the case dating back to the
50s, 60s and 705. .

*Dirk Fitch got- this turf replace-
ment project going shortly before he
retired {(as district supermten‘dent)‘
Jim Fogle and Kim Appolloni have
picked up the ball and moved it
along." )

Purple Rider Stadium housed the
all-star game in the early 19703 with-
out a hitch. The facility is now light
years better than it was some 50

ars 4go.

¥ O%io fans will get one added
bonus. Buckeye partisans ].l_sually
bake during sweltering conditions at
the game, as the visiting side at
Wheeling Island Stadium faces the
sun. At Ferry, home fans will-be
under caver with backs to the sun.

*We have had so much help [rom
so many people over the last 20 years
in improving this place. Dan Jones
has been a big help. He helped me
when I was getting it off the ground,
Bruney said. "My biggest thanks goes
out to our school board -- Dorothy
Powell, Nick Stankovich, Bob Zilai,
Scott Ballint and Joe Lovell. They are
all Martins Ferry grads and were all
involved in many extracurricular
activities while in school. They are
ardent supporters and realize the inte-
gral role that quality athletic and
extracurricular programs play in edu-
cation,

*] have known them all for at
least 45 years on a personal level. 1
can't thank them enough. I coached
Nick and then he coached for me.
Bob coached me," he continued.

"They spend a lot of time at the
stadium and realize what it takes to
maintain o great facility, I can't thank
our entire community and students
enough. This facility has prolonged
my career.”

Sea, OVAC, Page B3
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1 PICTURED ARE the Ohio

§ skill players for Saturday’s

72nd annual OVAC Rudy

! Mumley All-Star Football
Game. Kneeling, from leit, are

Creek), Casey Lewls (Fort
i Frye) and Dylan Kidder (East
Liverpool). Standing, from left,

Austin Mayfield (East Liver-
pool), Zach Gill (East Liver-
t pool), Jesse Ball (Harrison
% Central) and Sean Millard
Buckeye Local).

—

3 T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

Harrison’s Ball just taking it all in

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

BETHANY - Jesse Ball is
unlike most of the members of
the Ohio All-Star Team in a cou-
ple of ways.

First and foremost, the Harri-
son Centrul product will be total-
ly wide eyed when he steps off
the bus at Purple Rider Stadium
Suturday afternoon for the 72nd
annual OVAC Rudy Mumley
All-Star Football Game because
he’s never been to the game
before.

“I've heard a ton about it and I

Johnson believes in
better Iate than never
for OVAC Game

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sporis Editor

know of the game’s tradition, but
I've never been to it before,”
Ball said. *It's definitely some-
thing I’ve been dreaming of
since my freshmun year,”

Ball turned in a briliiont prep
career for the Huskies en route to
all-Ohio accolades and basically
became a no-brainer of a pick for
the Chio coaching stuff.

“I am ready to play already
and the gnme’s still a few days
away,” Ball said. “Everything
about this (cxperience) has been
great. T will definitely be telling
other guys at Harrison Central to
make being selected for this

BETHANY - Billy Johnson subscribes to the better

late than never theory.

The Shadyside graduate had a superb senior season as
the Tigers' quarterback, pulting up impressive numbers
and leading the Tigers to an 8-2 record and yet another {3

trip to the Division VI playolfs.

He seemingly picked up every honor
imaginable, including Eastern District
Player of the Year, all-Ohio, all-OVAC
and the list goes on and on. But, an
invitation, which he so desperately
wanted, to play in the OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game didn’t

arrive in the spring.

Unlike some, however, Johnson did-
n't hold a grudge. He simply worried
about the things he could control and
his focus shifted to playing baseball for
the St. Clairsville American Legion

team.

Just a few days before camp opened at Bethany Col-
lege, Johnson received a call offering him a spot on the
Ohio roster for Saturday’s 72nd annual OVAC All-Star

Game.

“There was no second thoughts about playing,” John-
son said. “I knew that I had the opportunity (to play in this
game), I was poing to take it. It’s great to be here. I've

Ses, JOHNSON, Page B2

Weir’s Spencer looking to put speed on display

BILLY
JOHNSON

game a goal.”

The season that
Ball put forth for
Coach Justin Krop-
ka's team during the
season included 112
tackles with 25 for
loss and five sacks
from his linebacker

ost. He was also a

attering ram of a
fullback, accumulat-
ing 200 yards rush-
ing and 100 yhards
receiving.

Bethany

HUDY UM

FoGgraal

College has been
impressive, accord-
ing to members of
the Buckeye coach-
ing staff. Because of
his ali-around play
and attitude, Ball is
listed as a starter on
both sides of the ball.
He's the only Ohio
player to have such a
distinction, too.
“I've  just
practiced reaily hard
and tried to impress

Everything that Ball has done the coaches,” Ball said. "1 think
during camp this week at my attitude and determination to

PICTURED ARE the Ohio linemen for Saturday's 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football
Gams. Sitling, fromlelt, are Sam Robinson (Indian Creek), Dom Wallace {Martins Ferry), Drone Moore
{Steubenville) and Trey Elerick (St. Clairsville). Middle row, from left, are Kyle Wilson (Buckeye Tralil),
Ben Davis (Toronto), Mason Ladyga (River) and Brenton Stull (Harrison Central}. Standing, from left, are
Fsrﬁddie I:'jlum (East Liverpool), Terry Adkins (Bsaver Local), Luke Matustk (River) and Donnle Meadows

adyside).

get my team to win and be the
best has stood out.”

Ball is expected to play full-
back, but defensively he's mov-
ing to a new position. After serv-
ing as the Huskies' middle line-
backer, Ball is shifting to defen-
sive tackle in the 4-3 system,
which Ohio will employ Satur-
day.

“Wherever the team and
coaches need me,” Ball said. “I
am just excited about the oppor-
tunity to play both ways. I think
it's a real honor.”

Ssa, BALL, Page B2
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By SETH STASKEY
Times Leadar Sports Editor

BETHANY - West Virginia head
coach John Durdines wants his team to
play fast Saturday night in the 72nd annu-
al OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football
Game.

That should be no problem for Weir

High's Donovan Spencer.

Everything he does is fast ... especially
his running,

The Mountain State wide receiver will
be the fastest player on the field -
regardless of team - when the game
unfolds at Purple Rider Stadium. Though
his athletic future at St. Francis Universi-
ty in Pennsylvania is coming on the track,

Spencer has been anxiously looking for-
ward to the opportunity to put the pads on
one last time.

“This has been a dream since I was lit-
tle,” Spencer said. “Though I am probably
a track guy who plays feotball, playing in
this game is something that I've always
wanted to do.”

Since arriving at Bethany College last

Saturday for camp, none of the West Vir-
ginia players have oflered to race against
Spencer. That's probablty a good decision
on their part since Spencer is the two-time
Mountain State 100 and 200 meter dash
state champion. He posted OVAC-best
times of 10.70 and 22.03, respectively,

Ses, SPENCER, Page B2
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in his two specialties this past spring.

“Tcan’t wail to get to St. Francis and see where | stack
up,” Spencer said. “Being from West Virginia, I am anx-
ious to prove that 1 can hang with the best of them.”

Before he shifts his full attention to sprinting for the
first time in his life, Spencer has some work to do. On top
of all of the new buddies he’s made this week, he gets to
play one more game with three other Red Riders -~ Jor-
dan Allen, Cody Enrictti and Michael Milts.

“This camp has been awesome,” Spencer said, “We're
all like brothers already. There's no doubt that we've all
made friends lor life.,”

Spencer — the ultimate team player — admitted that a
victory is all he really cares about, However, he did say
that he would Jove to score a touchdown,

“H I had zero touches and we won the game, I'd be sat-
istied, but I"d reatly like to score a touchdown,” Spencer
smiled, “I am just hoping to get my hands on the ball a
few times and hopefully make a couple of plays.”

Ohio’s defense will have to be cognizant of where
Spencer is on the field. The West Virginia coaching staff
could use him in a bevy of ways. The chiel objective
being get the multiple-time state champion in space.

“I have really been working at slot receiver and I just
hope 1o get open, make a move and get down the field,”
Spencer said.

From his track exploits, Spencer has raced against —
and beaten — a handful of the Ohio squad’s fastest play-
ers.

“It"s no knock on their guys because they do have some
speed, but Ohio doesn't have anyone as fast as me,”
Spencer pointed out. “They're big, but I don’t think
they're as fast as we are, collectively, 1 feel like if T can
get into space, I could be off to the races.”

Ohio doesn’t want to sce Spencer off to the races
because he doesn’t Jose races too often,

During his senior season with the Red Riders, Spencer
made 2t receptions for an astounding 23.8 yards per
cateh average. He was also an effective runner, accumulat.
ing 1,121 yurds and scoring 11 touchdowns.

* Johnson
Conlinued from Page B1

always wanted to be a part of this game.”

With his sclection to the team came a position change.
In his sccond scason as the Tigers® starting quarterback,
Johnson passed for mare than 1,700 yards and some 20
touchdowns. He also rushed for better than 500 yirds,
adding 10 touchdowns on the ground.

When he takes the field at Purple Rider Stadium Satur-
day evening, Johnson will be the starting strong safety and
lie’s also listed second on the depth chart at wide receiver.

“The transition into the new positions has gone well,”
Johnson said, “It’s been o pretty easy System to learn. It's
not been reatly complicated on either side of the ball, 1 just
can’t wait to play.”

Like many in camp this week, Johnson was faced with
some tough decisions regarding baseball. Beciuse QVAC
rules only permit one absence from camp, Johnson had
planned 0 go to Cambridge on Tuesday evening had Post
159 gotten through its two Monday zames. The point
became moot since St. C. bowed out to Marietta.

Though he’s signed to play baseball at Wheeling Jesuit,
the opportunity 1o represent the Shadyside Tootball pro-
gram one more ftime was simply too much for him to pass
up,

“This is my last football game,” Johnson conceeded,
“My Legion coiach understood where 1 was coming from
when I told him [ was going to play. I'll have four more
years to play baseball, Il only have one time to do this
game and have this experience.”

» Ball

_ Continued from Page 81

Since he has “no idcas” first-team nll-Ohio.

of what to expect, Ball “I'am just going (o go out
doesn’t think he’il have to and play football,” Ball
change his approach from smiled. “That’'s been my
what he used en route to  approach for four years and
carning Eastern District it's worked out so far far
Defensive Player of the me.”

Year honors and ultimately
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By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer
BETHANY - Waest Virginia coach John
Durdines wants his team to play fast Saturday
night in the 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mum-

ley All-Star Football Game,

That should be no problem
for Weir’s Donovan Spencer.

Everything he does is fast
... especially his running,

The Mountain State wide
receiver will be the fastest
layer on the field — regard-
{Jess of team -- when the.
ame unfolds at Purple Rider
%m&ium. Though his athletic =

future at St. Francis Universi- SPENCER
ty in Pennsylvania is coming .

on the track, Spencer has been. anxiously look-
ing forward to the opportunity to put the pads
on one'last time. .

“This has been a dream since I was little,”
Spencer said. “Though I am probably a track
guy who plays football, playing in this game is
something that I've aiways wanted to do.”

Since arriving at Bethany College last Satur-
day for camp, none of the West Virginia play-
ers have offered to race against Spencer,
That's probably a good decision on their part

* since Spencer is the two-time W.Va, 100- and
200-meter dash state champion. He posted
OVAC-best times of 10.70 and 22.03, respec-
tively; in his two specialties this past spring.

“I can't wait to get to St. Francis and see
where I stack up,” Spencer said. “Being from
‘West Virginia, I am anxious to prove that I can
hang with the best of them.” ‘

See SPENCER, Page 10

Jetter Late
Than Never
For Johnson

By SETH STASKEY
For The {lntgllii(;ncer becribes t
[HANY - Billy Johnson subscribes to
%%%Pbgt er-litethan tsi‘ege'r” theo % ‘ ]
" 'The Shadyside gridyate had’asuperb senior
season as the Tigers quarterback, putting up
impressive numbers and leading the Tigers to
an 8-2 record and dnother trip to- the Division
VI1I playoffs, . i

He seemingly picked up g
every honor imaginable,
including Eastern District
Player of the Year, All-Ohio,
Al-OVAC and the list goes
on and on, But, an invitation,
which he 30 desperately
wanted, to play in the OVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star Foot-
ball Game didn’t arrive in Easgiiei o

_ the spring, L ; JOHNSON
~ Unlike some, however,
Johnson didn’t hold a grudge, He simply wor-
ried about the things he could control and his
focus shifted to playing baseball for the St.
Clairsville American Legion team. ,

Just a few days before camp opened at
Bethany College, Johnson received a call
offering him a spot on the Ohio roster for Sat-
urday’s 72nd annval OVAC All-Star:Game.

“There was no second thoughts about lgllay-
ing,” Johnson said. “I knew that I had the
opportunity (to play in this game), I was going
to take it. It's great to be here. I've always
wanted to be a part of this game.” '

With his selection to the team came a posi-
tion change. In his second season as the Tiger-

s’ starting quarterback, Johnson passed for

more than 1,700 yards and 20 touchdowns.
See TOHNSON, Page 10

Ball Eyes 1st
All-Star Game

By SETH STASKEY
Far The Intelligencer

BETHANY — Jesse Ball is unlike most
of the members of the Ohio All-Star Team
in a couple of ways.

First and foremost, the
Harrison Céntral product
will be totally wide-eyed
when he steps off the bus at
Purple Rider Stadium on
Saturday afternoon for the
72nd annual OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football
Game because he’s never
been to the game before.

“I've heard a ton about it
and I know of the game’s
tradition, but I’ve never been to it before,”
Ball said. “It’s definitely something I’ve
been dreaming of since my freshman year.”

' Bali turned in a brilliant prep career for

BALL

the Huskies en route to All-Ohio accolades

and basically became a no-broiner of a pick
for the Ohio coaching staff.

.1 am ready to play already and the
game’s still a few days away,” Ball said.
“Everything about this (experience) has
been great. I will definitely be telling other
guys at Harrison Central to make being

selected for this game a goal.”

See BALL, Page 11
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(Continued from Page 9)

The season that Ball put
forth for Coach Justin
Kropka's team during the
season included 112 tack-
les with 25 for loss and

 five sacks from his line-

backer post. He was also a
battering ram of a full-
back, accumulating 200
yards rushing and 100
yards receiving.

Everything that Ball has
done during camp this
week al Bethany College
has been impressive,
according to members of
the Buckeyes coaching
stalf. Because of his all-
around play and attitude,
Ball is listed as a starter on
both sides of the ball, He's
the only Ohio player to
have such a distinction,
too.

“I've just practiced real-
ly hard and tried to
impress the coaches,” Ball
said. “I think my attitude
and determination to get
my team to win and be the

best has stood out,”

Ball is expected to play
fullback, but defensively
he’s moving to a new posi-
tion. After serving as the
Huskies' middle line-
backer, Ball is shifting to
defensive tackle in the 4-3
system, which Ohio will
employ Saturday,

“Wherever the team and
coaches need me,” Ball
said. “I am just excited
about the opportunity to
play both ways. I think it’s
a real honor.”

Since he has “no ideas”
of what to expect, Ball
doesn’t think he’ll have to
change his approach from
what he used en route to
earning Eastern District
Defensive Player of the
Year honors and ultimate-
ly First-team all-Ohio,

“I am just going to go
out and play football,”
Ball said with a smile.
*That’s been my approach
for four years and it’s
worked out so far for me.”

)JOHNSON

{Continued from Page %)
He also rushed for hetter
than 500 yards, adding 10
touchdowns on the ground,
When he takes the field
at Purple Rider Stadium on
Saturday evening, Johnsen
will be the starting strong
safety and he’s also listed
sccond on the depth chart
at wide reeegiver,

“The transition into the
new positions has gone
well,” Johnson said. “It's
been a prefty easy system
to learn. It's not been real-
ly complicated on cither
sule of the ball. 1 just can’t
wait lo play.”

Like many in camp this
week, Johnson was faced
with some tough decisions
regarding baseball,
Because OVAC rules only
permit one absence from

camp, Johnson had
planned to go to Cam-
bricige on Tuesday eveping
had Post 159 gotten
throngh its twoe Monday
games. The point became
moot since St. C. bowed
oul to Marictta.

Though he's signed to
play baseball at Wheeling
Jesuit, the opportunity to
represent the Shadyside
{ootball program one more
time was simply too much
for him to pass up.

“This 1s my last football
game,” Johnson said. “My
legion coach understood
where 1 was coming from
when I told him T was
going to play, ['ll have
four more years to play
baseball. I'll only have one
time to do this game and
have this experience.”

SPENCER

- (Continued from Page %)

Belore ke shills his full
attention to sprinting for
the first time in his life,
Spencer has some work to
do. On top of all of the
new buddies he's made this
week, e gets to play one
more game with thece other
Red Riders — Jordan
Allen, Cody Enrietti and
Michacl Mills.

“This camp has been
awesome,” Spencer said.
*We're all like brothers
already. There’s no doubt
that we’ve all made (riends
[or life.”

Spencer — the ultimate
team player — admitied
that a victory is all he real-
ly cares about. However,
he did say that he would
love to score a touchdown.

“I [ had zero touches
and we won the game, I'd
be satisfied, but I'd really
like to score a touchdown,”
Spencer said with a smile.
“L am just hoping to get my
hands on the ball a few
times and hopefully make
couple of plays.”

Ohio’s defense will have
to be cognizant of where
Spencer is on the field. The
West Virginia coaching
staff could use him in a

bevy of ways. The chiel
objcctive being get the
multiple-time state champi-
on in space,

“1 have really been
working at slot receiver
and [ just hope to get open,
make 2 move and get down
the field,” Spencer said.

From his track exploits,
Spencer has raced against
— and beaten — a handful
of the Ohio squad’s (ustest
players,

“It's no knock on their
guys because they do have
some specd, but Ohio
doesn't have anyone as fast
as me,” Spencer pointed
ouf. “They’rc big, but
don’t think they're as last
as we are, collectively. I
feel ltke if T can get into
space, I could be off o the
races.”

Ohio doesn’t want to sce
Spencer off to the races
because he doesn’t lose
races too often.

During his senior season
with the Red Riders,
Spencer made 21 recep-
tions for an astounding
23.8 yards per catch aver-
age. He was also an effec-
tive runner, accumulating
271 yards and scoring
11 fouchdowns.



Troy Pontius (Buckeye Trail).

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

PICTURED ARE the Ohio linebackers and defensive backs
Game. Kneeling, from left, are Cody Saksa (River),
(Steubenville). Standing, from left, are Danny Zdin

BETHANY - Zach Bigelow has honest-
ly lost track of how many times he's been to
the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Footbal
Game. ,

He does remember the 2007 game in par-
ticular. Despite being just eight years old,
Bigelow recalls sitting in the stands and
walching Nick Rocchio hit a streaking Mau-
rice Bougard down the the sideline to lift
Ohio, which was coached by St. Clairsville's
coaching staff, to a 6-3 victory.

“I was little, but that was a really fun
game and it's just stuck with me,” Bigelow
recalled. “My brother-in-law played around
that time, so I knew some of the guys on the
tenm-'l, .

Since then, Bigelow has been a constant
in the stands at Wheeling Island Stadium,
watching the game. Each year, the same
thought kept going through his mind,

“T have always dreamed to be chosen for
this game and have the chance to play in it,”
Bigelow said.

Half of that dream came to fruition during

e

the spring when the St. Clairsville graduate
received his invitation to be a part of the
Ohio squad. The other part comes to life on

'Saturday when he steps foot on the field at

Martins Ferry’s Purple Rider Stadium.

“It’s just really cool to have this chance
and it’s made it even nicer to have (St
Clairsville classmate) Trey (Elerick) along

with me,” Bigelow admitted. “I am just

excited to make some new friends and mem-
ories.” '

During his prep career, Bigelow was a
three-year mainstay at quarterback for the
Red Devils. He was an all-Ohioan as a soph-
omore and passed for 4,668 yards and 51
touchdowns,

He was also an effective runner, accumu-
lating 1,069 yards and 13 scores on the
ground.

However, when the game kicks off,
Bigelow will be in a different position than
what he's accustomed to. He's been working
this week at wide receiver and defensive
back., Many athletes with a resume like
Bigelow's wouldn't handle a position
change well. This recent graduate isn’t like
many others. '

T-L Pheto/SETH STASKEY

for Saturday’s 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football
Zane Zimish (Steubenville), Wiliiam Lowe (Cambridge)
ak (Toronto), Billy Johnson (Shadyside), Zach Bigelow (St. Clairsville) and

and Jalen McGhes

OVAC Game is ideal ending to
prep sports for St. C.’s Bigelow

. “It’s nice to change things up a little bit
and I'm willing to do anything I can to help
the team,” Bigelow said. “It'll be nice to
give some hits rather then taking the hits,
Plus, it kind of takes some of the pressure
off my shoulders. I'm just looking forward
to going out and playing football.”

While the opportunity to meet new friends
and make long-lasting memories, the OVAC
Game is serving as the final sporting event
of Bigelow’s career. After opting to put
away the athletic shoes and attend Ohio Uni-
versity Eastern, Bigelow is looking to go out
with a bang,

“Everything in high school sports have
gone so well for me and this is the perfect
way to end that part of my life,” Bigelow -
said. ““This is an honor that I'll definitely
cherish for the rest of my life.”

Outside of his football accomplishments,
Bigelow is the only Ohio athlete in the game
io own a team state championship ring, too.
He was part of the Red Devils' 2016 boys
track team, which won the Division I state
title, He was once again an all-Ohioan in
track this past spring in the 4x2.

Ohioans set to
= suit up for W.Va.

'} OVAC Rudy Mumley

ultimate intrigue that makes the

By SETH STASKEY . “Butter” Murray reside in Ohio.
Times Leader Sports Editor However, come Saturday night at
. . Purple Rider Stadium in Martins
|  BETHANY - The Ohio vs, Ferry, they’ll both be wearing a
§ West Virginia rivalry is part of the  Bue’ and Gold jersey, representing

the Mountain State.
“I've been

All-Star Game even
ial than most
-star games.

A player's chance to
rcgrcsent not only his
school and family, but
his entire state against
{ the other state helps to
{ add to the competitive
nature. In years’ past,
things have gotten a
little bit chippy at

going to this all-star
game since I was a kid
and growing up I never
dreamed I'd play for
West Virginia,” Baker
said, “I've had several
cousins play in this
game and always went
and rooted them and
Ohio on. I am a huge
Ohio State fan, so it’s

times after spending a

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
TWO OF the Waest Virginia players in this weekend's 72nd dorms,
annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game reside

in Ohlo. From left are Dylan Baker, who lives in Lewisville, ac
and Jacob “Butter” Murray, who lives in Beallsville.
attended Wheeling Central and Linsly, respectively.

They sides of the river.

week in camp, trash talking as you
cross paths in the cafeteria or

Two West Virginia players have
tuglly seen the rivalry from both

Both Dylan Baker and Jacob

definitely weird wear-
ing Blue and Gold, while playing
against a team in Scarlet and
Gray.”

Baker, who resides in
Lewisville, transferred to Central
before his freshman season. He

See, OHIOANS, Page B2
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Ohio Natives to Play For
“W.Va. in All-Star Game

Central’s Baker, Linsly’s Murray will represent the Mountain State

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer
BETHANY — The Ohio vs.
West Virginia rivn]rlv: is part of the
ultimate intrigue that makes the
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star
Game even more special than most
other all-star gomes,
A %layer’s chance to represent not
only his school and family, but his
entire state against the other state
helps to add to the competitive
nature. In years' past, things have
gotten a little bit chippy at times

after spending a week in camp, trash
talking as you cross paths in the
cafeteria or dorms.

Two West Virginia p]atyers have
actually seen the rivalry from both
sides of the river.

Both Dylan Baker and Jacob

“Butter” Murray reside in Ohio.

However, come Saturday night at
Purple Rider Stadinm in Martins
Ferry, they'll both be wearing a
Blue and Gold jersey, representing
the Mountain State.

“I’ve been going to this all-star

game since I was a kid and growing
up I never dreamed I'd Rlay or West

i Fim'a," Baker said. “I've had sev-
eral cousins play in this game and
always went and rooted them and
Ohio on. I am a huge Ohio State fan,
50 it's definitely weird wearing Blue
and Gold, while laying against a
team in Scarlet and Gray.

Baker, who resides in Lewisville,
transferred to Central before his
freshman season.

Piease See ALL-STAR, Page 10

Enrietti Eager
To. Get Back
On the Field

Weir RB impressing at practice
By JOSH STROPE
Sports Editor :

BETHANY — One of the fun things for coach-
es in the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football
Guame is getting to work with different players.
For Bishop Donahue and West Virginia coach
John Durdines, after just a few days of practice,
he is already enamored with Weir's _—
Codé Enrietti.

“Cody looks great,” Durdines
said, “He looks so eager to just be j
out on a football field again, I have
to wind him back in. We are not
wanting to go full contact and he is
going through the line looking for K
contact. We are like, ‘ease off *
Cody. We have to keep the defense
healthy, too.’

“He is minning like he always does and is look-
ing to play both sides of the ball and he will. He is

_a special athlete, there is no doubt about that,”

d who could blame him? :

Weir had state title aspirations last season.
Then Enriettt went down with an injury in Week
9. He had his ACL reconstructed, an internal
brace placed into his MCL and part of his menis-
cus taken out. His season was done.

While the Red Riders put up a strong showing
in the playoffs, making it a lot farther than many

'may have thought without Enrietti, it doesn’t help

but wonder would could have happened if he
would have played in the postseason,

Enrietti rushed for 1,358 yards (1:13.2 per
game) and 13 touchdowns. On defense he had 11
tuckles for loss, including a safety.

Needless to say, he was itching to get back on
the football field. . |

“1 always grew up watching the greats from the
OVAC, the greats from my school like Quincy
Wilson play in this game,” Enrietti said. “To be
one of the ones selected as one of the best in the
Ohio Valley, it means so much.

Please See ENRIETTI, Page I(}

St. Clairsville’s Bigelow Living the Dream

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

BETHANY - Zach Bigelow has

Since then, Bigelow has been a con- have (St. Clairsville cilassmate) Trey
stant in the stands at Wheeling Island (Elerick) along with me,” Bigelow
Stadium, watching the game. Each admitied. “I am just excited to make

athletes with a resume like Bigelow’s
wouldn’'t handle a position chanﬁe
well. This recent graduate isn't like

honestly lost track of how many times
he's been to the OVAC Rudy Mumley
All-Star Football Game.
He does remember the 2007 game
"in particular. Despite being just eight
years old, Bigelow recalls sitting in
the stands and watching Nick Rocchio
hit a streaking Maurice Bougard down
the the sideline to lift Ohio, which was
coached by St. Clairsville’s coaching
staff, to a 6-3 victory.,

“I was little, but that was a really
fun game and it's just stuck with me,”
Bigelow recalled. “My brother-in-law
played around that time, so I knew
some of the guys on the team.”

year, the same thought kept
going through his mind.

“I have always dreamed to
be chosen for this game and
have the chance to play in it,”
Bigelow said.

Half of that dream came to
fruition during the spring when
the St. Clairsville graduate
received his invitation to be a

Bigelow

part of the Ohio squad. The other part
comes to life on Saturday when he
steps foot on the field at Martins
Feniy's Purple Rider Stadium.,

“It’s just really cool to have this
chance and it’s meade it even nicer to

some new friends and memo-
ries.”

During his prep career,
Bigelow was a three-year main-

Devils. He was an all-Ohican as
a soghomore and passed for
4,668 yards and 51 touchdowns.
He was also an effective runner,
accumulating 1,069 yards and
13 scores on the ground.

However, when the game kicks off,
Bigelow will be in a different position
than what he’s accustomed to. He's
been working this week at wide
receiver and defensive back. Many

stay at quarterback for the Red,

many others.

“It’s nice to change things up a little
bit and I'm willing to do anything I
can to help the team,” Bigelow said.
“It'll be nice to give some hits rather
than taking the hits. Plus, it kind of
takes some of the pressure oif my
shoulders. I'm just looking forward to
going out and playing football.”

While the opportunity to meet new
friends and make long-lasting memo-
ries, the OVAC Game is serving s the
final sporting event of Bigelow’s
career.

, Please See BIGELOW, Page 10
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had attended junior high in the Switzer-
land of Qhio school district and would
have attended Monroe Central had he
remained in the district, C

“It came down totally to education,”
Baker, who is headed to Wheeling Jesuit in
the fall, said. “My mom wanted mic to do
better and she thought that going to Wheel-
ing Central would give me a better shot
and prepare me belter for college. Football
was just a bonus because (the decision)
was 100 percent about education.”

Baker, who was a mainstay in the sec-
ondary for the Maroon Knights, finished
his career with 253 career tackles, six fum-
ble recoveries and seven interceptions
from his safety spot. He remembers his
first trip to Wheeling during the summer of
2013.

“I didn’t know anyone ot Cenlral and the
transition was difficult at first,”” Baker
admitted. “What helped me was that we
started football before school, so by the
time we started school, I had got to meet a
iot of the guys already, so T wasn’t walking
into a building without knowing anyone. |
have no regrets about the decision at all,

It’s really paid off for me.”

For Murray, who played his prep ball &
Linsly and lives in Beallsville, the transi-
tion or expesience of putting on the Moun-
{aineer jersey hasn't been as tough.

“To me, playing for West Virginia just
feels right because I've been playing sports
in West Virginia since my freshman year,”
Murray said. *Not only did I go lo Linsly
since | was a freshman, but I also played
{American Legion bascball) for Post 1 for
three years.” :

Murray put forth an impressive career
for the Cadets despite having his senior
season cut short due to injury. He finished
with 24 rcceptions for 413 yards on
offense. Defensively, which is where he's
expecling to see his most action this week-
end, he posted 63 tackles and five inter-
ceptions. He also forced five fumbles and
pounced on three others,

Headed to Ohio University in the fall,
Murray admitted that he’s not an Ohio

- State fan, which has helped the transition.

He also watched his brother, Jameson, and
cousin, Zak Kriechbaum, play for West
Virginia in 2014 and 2015, respectively.

R T I s,

ENRIETTI
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(Continued from Page 9)

He had attended junior high in Switzer-
land of Ohio school district and would
have attended Monroe Central had he
remained in the district.

*“It came down totally to education,”
Baker said. “My mom wanted me Lo do
better and she thought that going to
Wheeling Central would give me a belter
shot and prepare me better lor college.
Football was just a bonus because (the
:f'ccisioﬂ) was 100 pereent about educa-
ion.” ‘

Baker, who was a mainstay in the sec-
ondary for the Maroon Knights, finished
his carcer with 253 carcer tackles, six
fumble recoveries and seven interceptions
from his safety spotl. He remembers his
first trip to Wheeling during the summer
of 2013,

“I ditIn’t know anyone at Cenatral and
the transition was difficult at first,” Baker
said, “What helped me was that we started
football before school, so by the time we
started school, [ had got to mect a lot of
he guys atready, so 1 wasn’t walking into
a building without knowing anyone. I

have no regrets about the decision at all.
It’s really paid off for me.”

For Murray, who played his prep ball at
Linsly and lives in Beallsville, the transi-
tion or experience of putting on the Moun-
taineer jerscy hasn’t been as touph.

“To me, playing for West Virginia just
feels right because I've been playing
sports in West Virginia since my freshman
year,” Murray said. “Not only did T go to
Linsly since I was a freshman, but I also
played {American Legion baseball) for
Post 1 for three years.”

Murray put forth an impressive carcer
for the Cadets despite having his senior
season cut short due to injury. He finished
with 24 receptions for 413 yards on
offense, Defensively, which is where he’s
expecting to see his most action this week-
end, he posted 63 tackies and live infer-
ceptions. HMe also forced five fumbles and
pounced on thiee ofhers,

Headed to Qhio University in the Tall,
Murray admitted that he’s not an Ohio
State fan, which has helped the transition.
He also watched his brother, Jameson, and
cousin, Zak Kriechbaum, play for West
Virginia in 2014 and 2015, respectively.

- BIGELOW

(Continued from Page 9)
“Whenever 1 hurl my
knee in November, had my
surgery in Deccmber, 10
really did crush me. [ took
it with a grain of salt and
worked hard to gel back Lo
here. That is what 1 was
pushing for, being in this
game, o
“1t was a greatl feeling
(to be sclected) because
Coach Durdines put trust
in me. Coming off a knee
injury, who knows how 1
would come back? I want
to thank Coach Durdines
for picking mc.” o
Not only did Enriclti
make it buack in time for
the OVAC All-Star Game,
set for Saturday at the
Dave Bruney Football
Complex in Martins Ferry,
he even took the field for
the Red Riders’ state run-
ner-up baseball squad.
According to the 6-foot-
3. 250-pound running
back, the knee is line, That

is good news for West
Virginia and possibly bad
news for the Ohio squad.

“The knee is good 10
go,” he said. “The culs.
feel great. 1L feels great
pushing off of it No
weakness. I have been 50
hungry to get back out
here. To get the opportuni-
ty to go at it wilth some of
the best here is so much
fun.”

Enrietti, who was [frst
team all-state, AH-OVAC
and All-Valiey, is also
using this week as a
springboard to get back in
{ootball-playing shape.

He will continuc his
academic and athletic
carecrs at West Liberty
this fall.

“1 had to get back into
the swing of things
pecause 1 haven't played
football in a long time,”
Enrietti said. “That’s why
| am going full bore to get
myself ready for college.”

{Continued rom Page 9}
After opting 1o put away
the alhletic shoes and
attend Ohio Universily
Eastern, Bigclow is look-
ing to go out with a bang.
“Fverything in high
school sports liave gone so
well for me and this is the
perfect way to end that
part of my life,” Bigclow
said. *This is an honor that
I'11 definitely cherish for

the rest of my life.”

Outside of his football
accomplishments, Bigelow
is the only Ohio athlele in
the game to own 4 team
state championship ring,
too. He was part ol the
Red Devils® 2016 boys
track team, which won the
Division II state title. He
wis once again an all-
Ohioan in track this past
spring in the 4x2.




Second
Level Is
Loaded

Durdines likes
linebackers, DBs

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer

McMECHEN — West
Virginia head coach John
Durdines knows offense
sells tickets, but wheh it
comes down to it, defense
is what wins games,

The former Bisho
Donahue coach who will
guide the Mountain State
in the OVAC Rudy Mum-
1265%7 All-Star Game on July

has named his line- :

backers, defensive backs
and specialist for the
game. Camp opens Satur-
day at Bethany College.
“We're going to stick to
what we do and that’s try
o0 put as much pressure on
the offense as' we can to
make guick decisions and
Elays,’ Durdines said.

We feel like we have.

strong, athletie, physical
linebackers wﬁo are
aggressive. Our defensive
backs are physical kids

who can f;lay the run and:

cover wel

“We really like the ver-
satility we have with a lot
of these kids,"”

Here's a capsule look at
the players: .

LANCE COLLINS,
Ouak Glen — This former
Golden Bear was the quar-
terback and a defensive
back for Coach Ted
Arneault’s team. .

He accounted for 1,066
51]1-pu13mse yards a5 a sen-
ior and better than 3,000
during his career.

He was an all-state
selection as well as All-
OVAC and All-Valley.

Lance plans to attend
Waynesburg, ,

ALEX EDGELL,
Brooke — This former
Bruin had an impressive
season at linebacker for
Coach Mac MecLean’s
team,

The 5-foot-11, 205
pounder recorded 105
tackles, which followed,up
a 122-tackle campaign as
a junior.

He was named first
team. All-OVAC, Ail-
TRAC and honorable
mention all-state.

Alex, who plans to
attend West Liberty, is the
‘'son of Scott and Eleanor
Edgell.

Please See LEVEL,
FPage 12
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(Continued from Page 11)

DYLAN BAKER, Wheeling Central — |
This former Maroon Knight was a standout in 1
the secondary for Coach Mike Young's team.

The 5-10, 150 pounder finished with 253 ©
tackles, six fumble recoveries and seven inter- ©
ceptions. ] _ 5

is efforts were recognized by his placement ©
on All-OVAC and Ali-Valley second team. '

Dylan, who plans to attend Wheeling Jesuit, }
is the son of Becky Bolon and Troy Baker. ]

L EVEL ‘ -
|

ADAM FRISCO, _Universitf[ — This for- A
in

mer Hawk shined at outside linebacker for

Coach John Kelley's team.
_The 5-8, 180 {(ns)under was a four-year letter-
man for the Hawxks.

Adam, who is the son of Patsy and Miguel
Frisco, plans to attend West Virginia.

GAGE GIOVENGO, Linsly — This for-
.mer Cadet shined on both sides of the ball for
Coach B.J, Depew’s tean.

The 6-1, 210 pounder was a defensive
leader from linebacker and was also a running
back forithe Cadets. :

He was honored as first team All-OVAC and
All-Valley. :

Along with football, Giovengo is a standout
in wrestling and baseball. He won the OVAC
Heavyweight mat title last winter.

Gage is the son of Tom and Jonette Gioven-

£0. .

SCOTTY MEAIGE, Wheeling Park —
This former Patriot was a standout at line-
backer for Coach Chris Daugherty’s team.

The 5-9, 205 pounder was recognized as an
All-TRAC selection. ' _
Scotty, who is %mming to attend Thiel Col-

lege, is the son of wight and Kathy Kreiser.

TREY MILLER, Bishop Donahue — This
-farmer Bishqp was a standout in the secondary
for Durdines’ team,

The 5-10, 165 pounder finished the season
with 95 tackles, six interceptions and a forced
fumbie, He also caught 25 passes for 385
yards and five touchdowns.

Miller was twice nnmed first team all-state.
He was also twice named AlIl-OVAC and All-
Valley. He was a captain of the All-Valley
team.

Trey, who is the son of Chet and Terri
Miller, plans. to attend West Liberty.

MICHAEL MILLS, Weir — This former
Red Rider was a standout as a kicker for Coach
Tony Filberto’s.team. '

The 5-9, 175 pounder was an All-OVAC,
All-Valley and second-team all-state pick. He
was also a standout in baseball, playing in the
OVAC Game and earning all-conference and
All-Valley honors.

Also a member of the National Honor Socie-
ty, Mills is a standout in the clasrocom.

Michael, who is the son of Doug and
Michelle Mills, plans to attend West Virginia.

MICHAEL STARCHER, Cameron —
This former Dragon shined on both sides of the
ball for Coach Scott Holt's team.

The 5-8, 170 pounder rushed for 1,557
yards and 18 touchdowns. He also had 111
tackles, four sacks and two interceptions.

Starcher was first team all-state, All-OVAC,
All-Vailey and All-Mason Dixon,

Michael, who plans to enlist in the United
States Navy, is the son of William and Christie
Starcher. -

CHASE STREET, Magnolin — This Blue
Eagles product wore a lot of hats for Coach
Doc Chapman'’s team,

The 5-9, 185 pounder finished his career
with 3,074 yards and 28 touchdowns rushing.
His yardage total is the second most in school
history. .

He was the MVP of the SSAC Class A state
title game during his junior season. He was an
all-state and All-Valley pick and was a stand-
out in track and field, too.

Chase, who cFlzms to attend West Liberty, is
the son of Chad Street and Stacey Helmick.

ZACH TORBETT, Wheeling Park — This
two-way ace was o major contributor for Coach
Daugherty’s squad.

The 6-1, 190 pounder posted 104 tackles
and six pass breakups from his strong safety
spot, while rushing for more than 400 yards
and five touchdowns.

Torbett was named first team all-state, All-
Valley and All-TRAC. He also took part in the
North-South Game earlier this summer. :

Zach, who is the son of Mark Torbett and
Patty Torbett, plans to attend West Virginia.
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SPORTS

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

McMECHEN — John Durdines admit-
ted that sometimes evaluating linemen on
film can be tough.

So, he went to the coaches and sought
opinions on one major quality.

“Effort was a big thing we

all-OVAC and all-Valley. He was also list-
ed as all-state according to USA Today
and was a WTOV-9 Block of Granite
award winner.
Jordan, who plans to atiend West Liber-
ty, is the son of Lou and Sheila Allen.
HAYDEN BERRY, Wheeling Park —
This former Patriot shined on both sides of
the ball for Coach Chris

were looking for,” Durdines
said. “You can teach scheme
and things, but you have to
effort from those guys up
front.”

The West Virginia head
coach believes he’s found that
with the group of linemen he's

- selected for the annual OVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star Game,
which is slated for July 22 at

Daugherty’s team.

The 5-9, 220 pounder was a
key cog on both fronts. Defen-
sively, he had 21 tackles,
including 11 solo. He also had
[.5 sacks.

Berry was named alI-TRAC
and served as a team captain.

' Hayden, who plans to
attend West Virginia Universi-
ty, is the son of Heather Berry

Martins Ferry’s Dave Bruney
Football Complex.

“We have kids who have pretty good
size and they seem to be able to move pret-
ty well,” Durdines offered, “We're excited
to see them gel together.”

Here's a capsule look at the players:

JORDAN ALLEN, Weir — This for-
mer Red Rider shined at defensive end for
Coach Tony Filberto’s squad.

The 6-1, 225 pounder finished his
career with 176 tackles, 38 sacks, seven
forced fumbles, four fumble recoveries
and two interceptions.

He was twice named first-team all-state,

and-Kemoathe Green,

DANTE CARLIER, Morgantown —
This former Mohigan helped anchor the
offensive line for Coach Matt Lacy’s team.

The 5-10, 260 pounder paved the way
for a 1,300-yard rusher.

Dante, who is the son of Brandy Carlier,
plans to attend West Virginia,

LANDER JAMES, Cameron — This
two-year starter helped anchor the offen-
sive line from his center spot for Coach
Scott Holt's team,

The 6-4, 225 pounder served os a team
captain and was named first-team all-
OVAC, all-Valley and third-team all-state.

THE SEconp HALF BEGINS

Major League Baseball returns for the second

half of the season with Los Angeles and
Houston on topH5

Ghe Dntelligencer.
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Durdines names linemen for OVAC Game

Along with football, James is a standout
in the classroom as a National Honor Soci-
ety and Student Council member.

Lander, who plans to aitend Fairmont

State, is the son of Eric James and Court-

ney Appellenzor.

JACOB KEREKES, John Marshall —
This Monarch graduate served as nose
guard and offensive tackle for Coach Rick
Goodrich’s team.

The 6-0, 300 pounder posted 25 tack-
les, 20 assists and three sacks as a senior
en route to eaming all-TRAC and honor-
able mention all-OVAC.

Jacob, who plans to attend West Liber-
ty, is the son of Ron and Melissa Kerekes.

LOGAN KRANIS, Oak Glen — This
former Golden Bear was impressive on
both sides of the ball for Coach Ted
Ameault’s team.

The 6-3, 282 pounder posted 38 solo
tackles and 58 total stops as a senior. He
was named his team’s Defensive Player of
the Year,

A standout in the classroom, Kranis is a
member. of the Key Club and Busincss
Club, while also participating in track and
wrer.tlmg

Logan, who plans to attend Waynes-
burg, is the son of Robert and Cassandra
Kranis.

TRAVIS LOWTHER, Weir — This
former Red Rider was a two-way tackle
for Filberto’s squad.

The 6-2, 220 pounder was recognized

a3 second-team all-OVAC,

Travis, who plans to attend West Liber-
ty, is the son of Ken and Rachel Paris.

ZACK MARTIN, University — This
former Hawk was an offensive tackle for
John Kelley’s team.

The 6-0, 305 pounder earned honorabic
mention all-OVAC.

Zack is the son of Royce Martin.

PEYTON POWROZNIK, Universityt
— This former Hawk was the center and a
defensive line standout for Kelley’s team.

The 6-2, 250 pounder linished with 22
tackles, including nine sacks and 4.5 other
tackles for loss,

Powroznik was named second-team ali-
state, first-team all-OVAC and all-TRAC.

A standout in acadeics, Powroznik is a
member of the National Honor Society.

Peyton, who is the son of Kirk and
Kristi Powroznik, plans 4o attend West
Virginia.

JACK RAITZ, Parkersburg South —
This former Patriot shined at a bevy of
spots for Coach Mike Eddy’s team,

The 5-9, 200 pounder saw time at guard
and at both defensive line and linebacker
during his carcer.

Raitz was named second-team all-state,
first-team all-OVAC,

Jack, who plans to attend West Virginia,
15 the son of Brian and Christa Raitz.
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OVAC Rule Needs to be Overhauled

WHEELING — A storm sur-
rounding the OVAC Rudy Mum-
ley All-Star Football Game has
been brewing since Saturday. On
Wednesday, some lightning was
ndded to the thunder that had
been roaring in the distance.

Wheeling Central's Isanc Rine
has declined to attend due to their
commitments to American
Legion baseball, Linsly’s Gage
Giovengo und Jacob “‘Butter™
Murray, as well as Weir's
Michael Mills and Shadyside's
Bl![% Johnson could scon join.

is continues a trend that has
seen some of the best football
players the conference has to

offer skipping the annu-
al summier contest.

OVAC Executive
Secretary Tom
Rataiczak said Wednes-
day that it is not all that
uncomrnon for athletes
to have to choose one
or the other.

“I've been doing it
19 years. Every year
there is a kid that has
Legion and it just con-
flicts,” Rutniczak said,
“We've looked at the
scenario a dozen times.

SHAWN
RINE

Staff Writer

The point that needs
to be made here, is they
shouldn’t have to
choose.

- We want our children
to be well-rounded, but
now that doesn’t matter
becausc one of the
options isn’t school
related? In the case of
two-lime defending state
champion Wheeling
Post 1, these kids made
a commltmcnt to their
leammiates three years

“Some pick legion, some play

in the all-star game.”

ago.
“When 4 kid accepts the pack—

age they arc given an itinerary,”

Rataiczak said. “It said you were
not permitted to leave,
hen they sign the accept-

ance form, the very first sentence
is you are not permitted to leave
camp.

“It is signed by the athlete and
the parent and turned back in.’

Just because it’s in writing
doesn’t mean it's right.

When game director Bob Koch
took over in 2001, Rataiczak

noted that the pollcy was iron

clad. But a situation occurred
where one particular student was
allowed to leave in order to col-
lect a scholarship from 4-H that

had to be awarded in person.

RINE

{Continued from Page 13)

“Why can't you miss
one event for Legion ball,
miss one for the confer-
ence?” Rataiczak said.
“Why 1is the conference
the ore that has to con-
cede?

“We're not punishing
these kids and making
them do it. We say you
are allowed to miss one
event. What if the Legion
game is rained out Fri-
dny‘? ts it played Satur-

day?

Again, we need to do
better as adults. In the

case of Rine, Murray and
Giovengo, they would
have to miss an ice cream
social and a pep rally, No
practice, mind you.

“1 see it every year
where coaches and play-
ers are going over things,
even at the ice cream
social and the pep rally.
Plays and things like
that,” Rataiczak said.
“When you look at it,
there’s a couple different
options. The OVAC Fro-
niotes kids being invo
in multiple sports and

encourage kids to be in-

multiple sports, but that’s
not travel baseball, rec-
league volleyball and
things like that that don’t
have anything to do with
their schools.

“The all-star game is an
extension of the school.
They use the school
name, the school equip-
ment. Legion ball is
extra-curricular,

“If this would translate
into the regular school
year, would they choose
their high school team
over a travel basketball
game?

“It is as gut-wrenching
10 rie as anyone, but once
you let one kid get by
with something, the other
ones start saymg *well
wait a minute.”

" “Sometimes you have
to make sacrifices ...
tough choices.”

.The kids are going 1o
do just that. And the
OVAC All-Star Game
will be the one to suifer.

It doesn't have to be
this way.

Shawn Rine can be
reached via email at:
srine@theintelligencer net

“Now we ullow you to leave
camp for one event. If you miss

something, that would be OK,”
l}ldt.uczu said, “We changed
that

“That one event is a practice, a
mcul Qucen of Qucens, whatev-
er.”

There was obviously some for-
ward thinking going oo at that
Bomt cven though a meal has no

usiness bcingdpart of the equa-
tion. There needs to be more for-
ward thinkiog as we move ahead.
There have to be exceptions to
the rule.

See RINE, Page 14
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Justus
Likes
His ‘D’
Ohio coach intent

on stopping the
W.Va. playmakers

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intellipencer

MARTINS FERRY —
Defensive picks were a
priority when Karl Justus
and his Ohio coaching
staff started to select their
roster for the OVAC Rud
Mumley All-Star Football
Game.

Justus likes what
they’ve formed as training
camp for the July 22 game
is just a few days away at
Bethany College.

The former Conotton
Valley head coach has
announced his linebackers,
defensive backs and spe-
cialist for the game, which
will be ]glaye at Martins
Ferry’s
ball Complex.

“Our defense should be
really pood,” Justus said.
“We know West Virginia
will have a lot of playmak-
ers, so we had to find guys
who can play the run and
cover the pass well. We
think we’re able to do that
both with linebackers and
defensive backs.”

Here’s a capsule look at
the players: )

ACH BIGELOW, St.

Clalrsville — This former
Red Devil was a multiple-
ear standout for Coach
rett McLean's team,
The' 5-foot-11, 175-
pounder finished his career
with 4,668 yards passing
and 51 ‘touchdowns, He
rushed for 1,059 yards
and 13 touchdowns. He
was a four-year letlerman
and served as team cap-
tain.
He was named all-Ohio,
all-OVAC and all-Eastern
District.

Sce JUSTUS, Page 14

JUSTUS

S e e mawkily PT W LWL TTAHD

{Continued from Page 13)

Away from football,
Bigelow was a.multiple-
time all-Ohioan in track
and field and was a mem-
ber of the Devils' 2016
state championship team.

Outside of athletics,
Bigelow is an Eagle
Scout, 1 member of the
National Honor Society
and was part of the Home-
coming Court.

Zach, who plans to
attend Ohio University
Eastern, is the son of Al
and Paula Bigelow.

.. GARTH CHARLTON,

Cambridge — This mul-
‘tiple-year stundout was a
key cog in the defensive
-scheme for Coach Kevin
Gunn’s squad.

The 6-0, 205-pounder
led the Bobcats in tockles

twice during his career en -
route to being named All-

OVAC, All-Ohio and All-
ECOL. A

ave Bruney Foot-

Along with football,
Charlton is a standout
» baseball player. .
Garth 15 the son of John
and Kim Charlton.
BILLY JOHNSON,
Shadyside — This former
Tiger was a standout on
both sides of the ball for
Coach Mark Holenka's
team.
- The 6-1, 180-pounder

accounted for 30 touch-
downs and more .than
2,000 yards offensively
last season,

Johnson was named
first team All-OVAC, All-
Eastern District and sec-
ond team All-Ohio. He
was also All-Times Leader
and All-Valley.

Billy plans to attend
Wheeling Jesuit Universi-
ty to major in nursin%. '

DYLAN KIDDER,
East Liverpool ~ This
former Potter was an accu-
rate place kicker for
Coach Josh Ludwig’s
team.

The 5-10, 194-pounder
equaled the East Liverpool
record for consecutive
extra poirts made with 23.
He also had a 36-yard
field goal.pnd his Kickoffs
landed at the 5-yard line
by average.

He was dn All-OVAC
and All-Eastern District
pick. :
Along with his football
exploits, he was a standout
in soccer, earning All-
OVAC aond taking part in
the all-star game as well
as the Eastern District
game.

Dylan, who plans to
attend Westminster Col-
lege, is the son of Dean
and Ruthie Kidder.

*» Heatlng

* Alr Conditioning

¢« GooThermal

(740) 769-7709

OH Lic. #24730

WV Lic. 5025784

AUCUM i aveaw — —_
ty, is the son of David and
oxana Millard.
CARTER STREIFF,
Buckeye Trail — This
former Warrior shined in
the secondary for Coach
Donnie Kemns’ team,
The 5-8, 173-pounder
osted 127 tackles,
including 106 solos last
season. He also had 17
receptions for 269 yards
and two touchdowns. He
ran for two scores, (00,
Streiff was named sec-
ond team All-Ohio as a
linebacker and first team
All-Eastern District, All-
PVC and AH-OVAC.-
Carter, who is the son
of John and Karin Scur-
lock, plans to attend Chio

University.
: ZAN ZIMISH,
Steubenville - This

hard-nosed linebacker was

{ one of the key cogs in the
| defensive success for.
{ Cooch Saccoceia’s team.,

. The 5-10, 195-pounder
osted 110 tackles in
*helping to lead

1 Steubenville's defense and

Big Red to four consecuy-

1 tive regional titles,

Zimish was an All-Easi-
ern District, All-OVAC
and All-Valley performer,

Zane, who is the son of
Todd Zimish, plans to
attend Kent.

|
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~ Defen- ! :
e picks wete a phon .playmakers, so we had to find
-Buys who can play the run and
‘cover the pass well, We think

sive picks were a priority when
Karl I.Jlustus and his Ohio coach-
ing staff started to select their ros-
ter for the OVAC Rudy Mumley
All-Star Football Geme. ,

Justus likes what they've
formed as training camp for the
July 22nd game is just a few days
away at Bethany College.

The former Conotton Valley
head coach has announced his
linebackers, defensive backs and
specialist for the game, whw,h

will be played at Martins Ferry’s
* .

] :
Dave Bruney Football Complex.

“Our defensejshould be really
good,” Justus said. “We know
West Virginia will have a lot of

we're able to do that both with
linebackers and defensive backs,
Here's a capsule look at the
layers:
P %ACH BIGELOW, St.
Clairsville — This former Red
Devil was a mulitple-year stnncll-
out for Coach Brett McLean’s
team. _ )
The 5-11, 175 pounder fin-
ished his career with 4,668 yards

passing and 51 touchdowns.
He rushed for 1,059 yards
and 13 touchdowns. He ;
was a four-year letter-
man and served as team
captain. .

He was named all-\y
Ohio, all-OVAC and
all-Eastern District.

Away from football, g
Bigelow was a multiple-

part of the Homecoming
Court.'

Zach, who plans to
attend Ohio University
¥Eastern, is the son of Al
and Paula Bigelow,

. GARTH CHARL.-

multiple-year
§ By standout was a key cog
Pin the defensive scheme

time afl-Ohioan in track and “=ess==® for Coach Kevin Gunn’s

field and was a member of the.
Devils” 2016 state championship
team, . . )
Outside of athletics, Bigelow is
an Eagle Scout, a member of the
National Honor Society and was

*The 6.0, 205 pounder led the
Bobcats in tackles twice during
his career en route to being
named all-OVAC, all-Ohio and
all-ECOL.,

|« 0vAC -

! Continued from Paga B1

! Billy pians to attend Wheeling Jesuit

University to major in nursing,

DYLAN KIDDER, Ejst Liverpool —
Was a very accurate
Place kicker for Coach Josh Ludwig’s

This former Potter

- team.
" The 5-10, 194

exira points made
36-yard field poal
at the 5-yard line by average.

He was an

District pick.

Along with his footbali exploits, he was

a standout in soccer, earning

and taking part in that all-star game as
District game,

" Dylan, who plans to attend Westminster
College, is the son of Dean and Ruthje

well as the Eastern

idder.

WILLIAM LOWE, Cambridge ~
This former Robcat was 4 two-way regular

for Gunn’s team,
The 5-10, 170

named all-OVAC,
team ali-Qhio,
William, who plans to attend
1s the son of Caroline
This former

cia’s team, .

The 6-1, 205'pouﬁder was one of Big
Red’s top tacklers in helpifg them to their
State runner-up finish.

second consecutive

pounder equaled the
East Liverpool recorg for consecutive
with 23. He also had a Ui
and his Kickoff(s landeq

all-OVAC and al-Bastern

pounder finished with
1,100 yards and 14 touchdowns, He was
all-ECOL and second-

and Matthew Lowe,
JALEN McGHEE, Steubenville —
Big Red standout was g two-
Wway contributor for Coach Reng Saccoc-

.

SEAN MIL

of the ball last seasorn,
The 6-2, 10¢

niversity, is
ana Millard

all-OvVAC

too.

Carter,
versity,

Otterbein, Saccoceia’s team,

defense and Big
regional titles,
Zimish wag

Zune, who is the
plans to attend Kent,

Jalen is the son of Marlyn Lucas,
LARD, Buckeye Local —
This former Panther shined on both sides

pounder was an g]|-
OVAC and all-Buckeye 8 performer ay g
wide receiver and defensive back.

Millard, who plans to attend Lake Erie
the son of David and Rox-

CARTER STREIF
— This former Warrior shined in the sec-
ondary for Coach Donnie Kerns’

The 5-8, 175 pounder posted 127 tack-
les, including 106 solos
also had 17 feceptions for 269 yards and
two touchdowns. He ran

F, Buckeye Trajl

team,
last season. He

for two scores,

Streiff was named second-team all-Ohijg
a5 a linebacker and first-team all-Eastern

- District, all-PVC and all-OVAC,
who is the

son.of John and
Karin Scurlock, plans t

0 attend Ohio Unji-

ZANE ZIMISH, Steubenville —
hard-nosed linebacker was one of the key
cogs in the defensive success for Coach

This

The 5-10, 195 pounder posted 110
tackles in helping to lead Steubenviile's
Red to four consecutive

an all-Eastern District, al-
OVAC and all-Vailey performer.
s0n of Todd Zimish,

Along with football, Chariton
is a standout baseball player.
Garth is the son of John and

Ohio completes roster fr OVAC contest

im Charlton,
Kn]I}lILLY JOHNSON, Shady-
side ~ This former Tiger was a

dout on both sides of the ball

ts"ct)‘:nl'nConch Mur]EhHolenku',s team.

The 6-1, 180 pounder account-
ed for 30 touchdowns and more
than 2,000 yards offensively last
SeaJi)?ll:]son was named ﬁrst—teqm
all-OVAC, ull-Eastern D}stnct
and second-team all-Ohio. He
was also all Times Leader and
nll-Valley. :

See, OVAC, Page B2



M

ey All-Star Fpoth,a]] Game.

Game Scheduled
For Saturday

By RICK THORP
For the News-Register

BETHANY — The countdown has
begun in éarnest for the annuoal
OVAC Rudy Mumley Football All-
Star Game. ‘

S:’lturday morning at Bethany Col-
lege’s Thomas P. Johnson Health and
Recreation Center, players from Ohio
and West Virginia arrived in a steady
Stream to check in for what promises
1o be a week of lively camp action.

“I"m very happy,” Ohio head coach
Kari Justus said. “I've been looking
forward to this for a very long time. I
think we have a great staff and some
really good players.”

West Virginia head coach John
Durdines was. eager to get to work as
he watched his players enter and pick
up their equipment.

“It’s so exciting to get things start-
ed,” he said. “Obviously, from the
time we started picking teams and the
kids started submitting whether they
were going o come, we've been
anticipating this.

‘*Like I said, the excitement is
here. I think the kids are excited and

Photos by Rick Therp

Bishop Denahue’s Jimmy Hull, left, nnd John Marshall’s Jacob Kerekes check in at camp for the OVAC Rudy -

Opens for Teams

we’'re ready to get going.”

Players looked liked kids on Christ-
mas morning as they entered the
doors of the TPJ and were greeted by
OVAC football commissioner Dave
Clutter. From there, it was on to the
registration desk, where the step-by-
step registration began,

Following a stop at the T-shirt
counter, players picked up their room
keys and made their way into the
indoor track area where former
Cameron High head coach Jim
Rogers was there to help them with
equipment, etc. \

Please see OVAC, Page C2
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Continued from page Cl1

Players on both sides got to work Satur-

dny and will do so for the next week, cul-
minating with the game, slated for this Sat-
urday night at 7 at Martins Ferry's Purple
Rider Stadium. The gome had to be moved
there after structural damnﬁe was found
this spring at Wheeling Islan Stadiom.
- Justus said he'll have his players in
shells today after going through a shorts
workout Saturday. Then, Monday, it’s time
to start hitting. ’ ‘

—

The former Conotton Valley head couch
said he’s excited about the couching staff
he’s put together and believes the combi-
nation of strategies will be a benefit.

“Coach (Ryan) Ludwig from East Liver-

| brought o few guys with him so he'll

familiar with them and I know the other
guys 4 lot so we’ll have a common bond
and we can work together.”

Among Durdines’ assistants are

Cameron assistant Eric James (the two-

worked together at Donahue) and former
Madonna head coach Bob Kramer.

Durdines, who rebuilt Bishop Donahue
into a West Virginia Class A contender,
can’t wait to work with some of the Moun-
tain State’s top talent.

“You have so much respect for the play-
er's on other teams,” he said,

“It’s great when you’re sitting on the
sideline and you're wutchin%a id give
100 percent and you're like ‘Boy, I'd like

to have that kid.” And, now, you have that
chance.”

Like Justus, Durdines will spend the
first few days of comp introducing his
terminology.and starting. to find the right
fit for each of his players,

“Every kids is going to play,” he said.
“I'm all about giving these kids an
opportunity to play. The more they show
me out here, the more they’ll play come
Saturday.” ‘
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Durdines’ defense continues to take shape

- W.Va. head coach nainfes linebackers, DBs, specialists for gleam game

By SETH STASKEY |
Times Leader Sporis Editor

McMECHEN — West Vir-
inin head coach John Durdines
ows offense sells tickets, but
when it comes~down to it, defense
is what wins games. :

The former Bishop Donahue
head coach, who will guite the
Mouatain State in the OVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star Game on
July 22, has named his lineback-
ers, defensive backs and special-
ist for the game. Camp opens Sat-
urday. at Bethany College. -

“We're ‘%oiug to stick to what
we do and that’s try to put as
much pressure on the offense as
we can to. make quick decisions

and plays,” Durdines said. “We b

feel

physical linebackers, who are
aggressive. Our defensive backs
are physical kids|who can play
the run and cover well,

“We really like the versatility
we have with a lot of these kids,”
Durdines continued. :

Here's a capsule look at the

plaﬁ'ers:

ANCE COLLINS, Oak Glen
— This former Golden Bear was
the signal caller and defensive
back for Coach Ted Arneault’s
team.

He accounted for 1,066 all-
purpose yards as a senior and bet-
ter than 3,000 during his career. .

He was an all-state selection as
well as all-OVAC and all-Valley.

Lance plans to attend Waynes-

urg,
ALEX EDGELL, Brooke —

“attend West Liberty,

This former Bruin had an impres-

sive season-at linebacker for

Coach.Mac McLean's team.
The 5-11, 205 pounder

recorded 105 tackles, which g4

followed up a 122-tackle
campaign as o junior. -
He was named first-g
team all-OVAC, all-§
TRAC and honarable
mention all-state.
Alex, who plans t

—

the son of Scott and
Eleanor Edgell, '

DYLAN BAKER, Wheel-
ing Central — This former
Maroon Knight was a standout in

the secondary for Coach Mike °

Young’s tenm.
The 5-10, 150 pounder fin-
ished with 253 tackles, six fum-

ble recoveries and seven intercep-

tions.

His efforts were recanized b
his placement on all-OVA

72, and all-Valley second team.

Dylan, who plans to
aitend Wheeling Jesuit, is
the son of Becky Bolon
and Troy Baker.

Y ADA FRISCO,
¥ University - This for-
mer Hawk shined at out-
/side linebacker for
Coach John Kelley’s

eam.

The 5-8, 180
pounder was a four-year letter-
man for the Hawks.

Adam, who is the son of Patsy
and Miguel Frisco, plans to attend
West Virginia.

GAGE GIOVENGO, Linsly

— This former Cadet shined on
both sides of the ball for Coach
B.J. Depew’s team

The 6-1, 210 pounder was a
defensive leader from lnebacker
and was also o running back for
the Cadets, i

He was honored as first-team
all-OVAC and all-Valley.

Along with football, Giovengo
is a standout in wrestling and
baseball. He won the OVAC
Heavyweight mat title last winter.

Gage is the son of Tom and
Jonette Giovengo.

MICHAEL = MEAIGE,
Wheeling Patk — This former
Patriot was a standout at line-
backer for Coach Chris Daugher-
ty’s team.

The 5-9, 205 pounder was rec-

See, DEFENSE, Page B2
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ognized as an all-TRAC
selection.

Michael, who is planning to
-attend Thiel College, is the son
of Dwight and Kathy Kreiser.

TREY MILLER, Bishop

Donnhue — This former Bishop .

was a standout in the secondary
for Durdines’ team.
. The 5-10, 165 pounder fin-
ished the season with 93 tackles,
$ix interceptions and 4 forced
fumble. He also caught 25 pass-
es for 385 yards ang tive touch-
downs,. i

-Miller was twice named first-
team all-state. He was also twice
named all-OVAC and ail-Val-

ley. He was a captain of the all-
Vallgy team. :

Trey, who is the son of Chet
and Terri Miller, plans to attend
West Liberty. .

MIC L MILLS, Weir —
This former Red Rider was n
standout as a kicker for Ceach
TO'}I% Filberto’s team,

¢ 5-9, 175 pounder was an
all-OVAC, all-Valley and sec-
ond-team all-state pick. He was
also a standout in baseballi, play-

ing in the OVAC Game and

earning all-OVAC and all-Val-
ley honors.

Also a member of the Nation--

al Honor Society, Mills is a

standout in the clasroom.
Michael, who is the son of
Doug and Michelle Mills, plans
to attend West Virginia.
MICHAEL STARCHER,
Cameron — This former Drag-
on shined on both sides of the
ball for Coach Scott Holt's
team. ’
The 5-8, 170 pounder rushed
for 1,557 yards and 18 touch-
downs. He also had 111 tackles,
four sacks and two interceptions.
Starcher was a first-team. all-
state pick, all-OVAC, all-Valley
and all-Mason Dixon.
Michael, who plans to enlist
in the United States Navy, is the

son of William and Christie
Starcher.

CHASE STREET, Magnolia
— This Blue Eagle product

“waore a lot of hats for Coach Doc

Chapman'’s team.

The 5-9, 185 pounder fin-
ished his career with 3,074
yards and 28 touchdowns. rush-
ing. His yardage total is the sec-
ond maost in school history.

He was the MVP of the SSAC
Class A state title game during
his junior season. He was an all-
state, all-Valley pick and was a
standout in track and field, too.

Chase, who plans to attend
West Liberty, is the son of Chad

Street and Stacey Helmick.

ZACH TORBETT, Wheeling
Park — This two-way ace was a
major contributor for Coach
Daugherty’s sggad.

e 6-1, 190 pounder posted

104 tackles, six pass breaksups
from his strong safety spot,
while rushing for more than 400
vards and five touchdowns, .

Torbett was named- first-team
all-state, all-Valley and all-
TRAC. He also took part in the
North-South Game earlier this
summer,

Zach, who is the son of Mark
Torbett and Patty Torbett, plans
to attend West Virginia,
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Justus introduces

experienced staff

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer

MARTINS FERRY -
Putting together the rosiers
for the OVAC Rudy Mum-

ley All-Star Charity Foot- -

ball Classic can be a tough
ordeal.

Usually, that refers to the
layers. However, Ohio
ead coach Karl Justus had

his challenges in putting

together o coaching staff,

too.

The former
Conotton
Valley head
coach, who
will work at
Hocking
College for the
upcoming season, has rep-
resentatives from four dif-
ferent high schools, includ-
ing one from outside of the
OVAC, '

The' staff will come
together July 15 to begin
camp. for the annual gume,
which is slated for the
Dave Bruney Footbali
Cgmplex on Saturday, July
2

“It was challenging to
put a staff together,
said. “East Liverpool is
bringing several of its guys,
which made it easier, I
asked some guys and they
told me, ‘since you don't
have any of our kids, I
don’t want to help you.” I
don’t think that’s the right
approach, but that’s what
happened.”

ere’s a capsule look at
the Ohio coaching staff;

KARI JUSTUS, Conot-
ton Valley — The now for-
mer Rockets coach guided
the school for one season
and it finished with a 3-7
record, which was more
wins than it had posted in
five years combined.

. Atong with his yedr at
Conotton, Justus has 34
years of football coaching
experience. He was the
head coach of Buckeye

Please See OHIO, Page 14

The Buckeye Local grad-

uate coached at his alma
mater prior to joining the
Bulldogs® staff for the
2015 season.

Vinei also has coaching
experience in wrestling,
baseball and basketball..

Vinei attends Ohio Uni-
versity Eastern.

'CHRIS . HEATON,
Buckeye Local — This for-
mer Panthers’ assistant
owns a resume with six
years of coaching experi-
ence. T
Heaton, who graduated
from Buckeye Local in
2005, owns a bachelor’s
degree from Muskingum
University. He currently
works on the Panthers’ bas-
ketball and baseball staffs.

JOSH LUDWIG, East
Liverpool - The Potters
head coach has been on the
staff at his alma. mater for
seven seasons, including

_ the last three as the head

Justus -

coach. All told, he has 10
years of coaching experi-
ence, o

Along with coaching
football, Ludwig is also a
former basketball coach'in
Midland, Pa.

Prior to entering teaching
and coaching, Ludwig was
an all-Ohio performer for
the Potters and then went
on to an illustrious career at
Mount Union where he was
part of the 2002 national

championship tenm. He fin-
ished his degree in 2005.

Josh and his wife Mallo-
ry have two children, Teryn
and Teagan.

ALVIN THOMPSON,
East Liverpool - This Pot-
ters assistant has 20 years
of coaching experience, ail
of which have been spent in
Columbiana County.

Thompson has spent the
last four seasons at East
Liverpool. Prior to that, he
has experlence at Wellsville
and Southern. He’s also
coached girls basketball in
his career.

The Wellsville High and
Marietta College graduate
shined in football, basket-
ball and track during his
prep days..

Alvin and his wife Sabri-
na have two children Natal-

.ie Thompson and Amiyah

Powell.

IAN WHITTINGTON,
East Liverpool — This Pot-
ter assistant just two sea-
sons ago guided the West
Virginia squad to a victory
over Ohio in the OVAC
All-Star Game as the head
coach at Oak Glen.

Whittington has eight
years of coaching experi-
ence. Along with serving as
the Golden Bears’ head
coach, he's also a member
of the wrestling staff, .

Tan and his wife, Amber,
have a daughter, Kayleign,

Ohio coaching staff nam
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Local and took it to the
playelfs in 1999, He’s
also spent | years coach-
ing at the collegiaic level,
including stops at Divi-
sion-I schools Akron and
Auburn,

Justus, who is a 1978
graduate of Lancaster
High School, owns a
degree from Capital Uni-
versity and a master’s
from Akron,

Karl and his wife,
Colleen, have three chil-
dren, KB (28), Libby (25)
and David (21),

K.B JUSTUS, Lancaster
— This Berne Union
graduate has spent five
years as a foolball coach,
including the last three
with Lancaster.

During his stint, Justus
has helped guide the Gales
to multiple playoff appear-
ances, Prior to joining that
staff, he coached at Musk-
ingum and Decuison uni-
versitics,

Justus owns both a
bachelor's and master's
degree from Muskingum.

K.B. and his wife, Allic,
have been married for a
little more than a year.

DOM VINCI, Bridge-
port — This current Bull-
dogs assistant has five
years of coaching experi-
ence.

The Buockeye Local
graduate coached at his
alma mader prior (o joining
the Bulldogs staff Tor the
2015 scason.

Vinci also has coaching

‘experience in wrestling,

baschall and basketball,

Vinci atlends Ohio Uni-
versity Eastern.

CHRIS HEATON,
Buckeye Local — This
former Panthers assistant
owns a resume with six
years of coaching cxperi-
ence.

Hewlon, who graduated
from Buckeyc Local in
2005, owns a bachclor's
degree from Muskingum
University. He currentiy
works on the Panthers bas-
ketball and baseball staffs.

JOSH LUDWIG, East

Justus, who is a

Karl and his wife,

Liverpool — The Potters
head coach has been on
the staff at his alma mater
for seven seasons, includ-
ing the last threce as the
head coach. All told, he
has 10 years of coaching
experience,

Along with coaching
football, Ludwig is also a
former basketball coach in
Midland, Pa.

Prior to entering teach:
ing and coaching, Ludwig
was an All-Ohio performer
for the Potters and then
went on to an illustrious
carcer at Mount Union
where he was part of the
2002 national champi-
onship team. He finished
bis degree in 20035.

Josh and his wife, Mal-
lory, have two children,
Teryn and Teagan,

ALVIN THOMPSON,
East Liverpool — This
Potters assistant has 20
years of coaching experi-
ence, all of which have
been spent in Columbiana
County.

Thompson has speat the
last four seasons at East
Liverpool. Prior to that, he
has  ecxperience  at
Wellsville and Southern.
He's also coached girls®
basketball in his carcer.

The Wellsville High and-
Marietta College graduate
shined in football, basket-
ball and track during his
prcX dnys,

lvin and his wife, Sab-
rina, have two children,
Nautalie Thompson and
Amiyah Powell.

IAN-WHITTINGTON,
East Liverpool — This
Potters assistant two sca-
sons ago guided the West
Virginia squad to a viclory
over Ohio in the OVAC
All-Star Game as the head
coach at Oak Glen.

Whittington has eight
ycars of coaching experi-
ence. Along with serving
as the Golden Bears' head

coitch, he's also a member
of the wrestling staff.

Ian and his wife,
Amber, have a daughter,
Kayleigh.
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Durdines
|sets staff
for OVAC
A-S Game

By SETH-STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

MARTINS FERRY - John Durdines isn't
sure what his coaching future holds.

The long-time Bishop Donahue l?_ead coach
has explored a few things, but isn’t ready to
formally commit to anything ... just yet, any-
.way. - ,

. However, one game he knows he has
upcoming for certain is the OVAC Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Game in which he
will guide West Virginia against Ohio during
the July 22nd contest, Which is slated for the
-{ Dave Bruney Football Complex in Martins
Ferry.

With one more guar-
anteed game, Durdines
is also excited to share
the time with his assis--
tant coachek, many of.
whom have been work-
ing with him for sever-
al years. )

“It’s great to share it,
‘with these coaches,”
Durdines said. *This is
an important game to
the people of the Ohio — X
Valley and it's especially important to us this
year since it’s the last time we'll be working
together. We're going to cherish every moment
and hopefully we can pull out a victory.”

Here's a capsule look at the West Virginia
coaches: ,

JOHN DURDINES, Bishop Donahue -
This veteran coach spent the last 135 seasons as
{the head coach for the Bishops and was on the
coaching staff for two years prior.

Durdines guided the Bishops to three OVAC
Class 1A championships. He was named the
Mason-Dixon Conference coach of the year
five times and twice received the Big 22 Class .
A Coach of the Year. He was also named the
Intelligencer/News Relister Coach of the Year
nfter the 2014 season,, _

All told, he finished his career with a 50-68
record. ‘ ;

Along with football, Durdines spent two
years coaching baseball and six seasons coach-
ing wrestling, .
" See, OVAC, Page B2
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John and his wife, Michelle have two daughters, Anata-
sia Klemm and Ashley Durdines. :

' L.A. HAMPTON, Bishop Donahue - This former
Bishops’ standout has been coaching football for four sea-
sons, including the 2016 campaign with the Bishops.

Prior to joining Durdines, he was on the staff at Linsly.

Hampton, who is a B.D. and West Liberty graduute,

also has coaching experience in basketball and track.
. CURT MELE, Bishop Donahue - This long-time
Bishop worked with the Donahue football program for
each of the last five years. All told, he has 10 years of
experience at his alma mater. _

Along with serving on the football staff, Mete also
served as the Bishops’ softball coach and was an assistant
boys basketball coach.

A pradunte of Wheeling Jesuit and West Virginia
Northern, Mele and his wife, Dana, have three daughters,
Ashley, Alexis and Abbey. :

ZACHARY KLEMM, Bishop Donahue - This for-
mer Linsly School standout spent two years working with
Durdines and the Bishops. '

Klemm, who graduated from Linsly in 2010 and West
Liberty in 2014, has four years of total experience in foot-
ball coaching. He also has coaching experience in
wrestling. ,

Zach, who is married to Coach Durdines’ daughter,
Anastasia, played fooiball, golf, hockey and swimming.

HOWARD STAMP, Bishop Dontthue — This veleran
assistant coach has been on the Bishops’ coaching staff
since Durdines took over the reins of the program,

Stamp was part of all three OVAC championship and
four Mason-Dixon title winning coaching staffs. -

A praduate of Austintown Fitch High School and Wesl
Liberty, Stamp played football and baseball, -

Howard and his wife, Pam, have four children, Tim.
Todd, Katie and Emily, ~

MICHAEL ANGALICH, Bishop Donahue - A for-

-mer Bishops' athletic standout, Angalich has been in the

-coaching ranks for the past five years at his alma mater. .

Angalich graduated from Donshue in 2008 after an all-
state, all-OVAC and all-Valley senior season. He's served
on the coaching staff that’s won two OVAC titles.

“Afler graduating from West Virginia Wesleyan,
Angalich earned his graduate degree from Wheeling Jesuit
in2014, .

Michael and his wife, Mia, do not have any children.

. JAMES SMITH, Bishop Donahue — Another one of
Durdines’ joyal assistants spent 12 years working with the
Bishops® program.

Smith, who graduated from Wheeling Park in 1986,
has never conched football anywhere other than the
McMechan-based school. :

Smith, who has a sen James, is engaged to Shirley
Hevener. ‘

ERIC JAMES, Cameron - This long-time football
coach worked for four years with the Bishops and has
been a part of the Cameron Dragons' staff for the bulk of
his 20 years of coaching.
~James also serves as the baseball coach at Cameron.
He’s also conched boys and girls basketball as well as
wrestling for the Dragons. He's also coached junior high
football at Sherrard. ‘ ,

James, who played arena football, has coached in the
West Virginia playoffs foru times and owns more than
200 career baseball wins as well as ei ght sectional titles.

The owner of a degree from West Virginia University
and a masters from Northcentral University, James and his
wife Kathy have three children, Jensen, Lander, Avery.
James has also three stepchildren, Jordyn, Ryan and Mor-
gan.

BOB KRAMER, Madonna — This veteran mentor
helped turn the Blue Dons' program around after it had
reached the brink of extinction.

Kramer, who owns 37 years of coaching expericnce,
guided the Blue Dons 1o the 2009 state championship and
a pair of runnerup finishes in 2004 and 2008. He was
named OVAC Coach of the Year in 2010 and was also
named the Dapper Dan Man of the Year. He was named

" Mason-Dixon Coach of the Year five times,

Kramer, who is a graduate of Steubenville' High School
and Jefferson Community College, spent five yeirs work-
ing as an assistant coach before tuking over the head-
coaching duties, :

Bob and his wife, Kathy, have two children, Bob Jr. and
Linda. The couple also has two granddaughters, Taylor
and Kaitlin,
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Rosters Released

Durdines in Charge for W.Va.,
Justus Head Coach for Ohio

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register
MARTINS FERRY " -
The venue is set. And now
the rosters are set.

It’s full steam ahead, at
this point, for the 72nd
annual OVAC Rudy Mum-
ley All-Star Charity Foot-
ball Classic, which will
kick off at 7:15 p.m, on
Saturday, Ju!y 22 at Mar-
tins Ferry’s Dave Bruney
Football Complex.

Barring late scratches
and/or changes, both Ohio
head coach Karl Justus and
West Virginia head coach

John Durdines have final- -

ized their rosters and are

now awaiting the opening

of the week-long camp,
which will be held once
again at Bethany College,

starting on July 15.

Durdines earned the
right to guide the Moun-
tuin State for the first time
in his carcer after his Bish-
op Donahue squad finished
6-4 and won the Class 1A
conference title. Though
he knew it was, the small-
school class’ turi:to coach,
he didn’t realize at the end
of last season that it would
be the final time he repre-
sents the Bishops.

The Diocese of Wheel-
ing-Charleston opted to
close the school at the end

- of the recently completed
academic year.

“Anytime you gct to
coach in this game it’s a
huge honor, but it definite-
1y has more meaning for
me and my staff because it
turns out that it-will be our
last game together and rep-
resenting Bishop Don-
ahue,” Purdines said. “We
earned this by winning the
OVAC, which I like most

about it.”
Asa c,ompctitm Dug-

«dines has never stepped

foot on o football field not
wuntmg to win. Next
month’s clash will be no
different, but he admits
that there are “a few more
logs on the fire” of moti-
vation.

“Bishop Donahue gave
me an opportunity and it’s
a shame what has hap-
Femd and how cowardly it

rappened,” Durdines said.
“T owe everything 1 am to
Bishop Donahue. They
gave me a chance and it
really upsets me for the
kids. T know the kids will
heal and move on, but 1
also know how sad and
upsct they are. So, [ do
have extra fuel for this
game.”

Durdines will get to
coach three of his own
players one more time,
too. Jimmy Hull, J.C.
Custer and Trey Miller
will don their B.D. helmet
one more time.

“It’s great that we get to
share (this game) With
three of our own guys
Durdines said.

“And the three kids we
chose deserve to be on this
team, regardless of who is
coaching.”

Donahue isn’t the only
school being represented
in the game [or the last
time.

Tyler Consolidated has
withdrawn from the
OVAC for the coming
school year, so Tyler
Anderson and Jace Reed
will represent the Silver
Knights in their final
soiree,

Please See
OVAC, Page C2

OVAC

Continued from page C1

" Weir led the Mountain State roster
with five selections. Wheeling Park,
Wheeling Central, Parkersburg South
and University join B.D. with a trio of
players.
© “Choosing the roster is unbelievably
tough,” Durdines said. “There are so
many good kids who you can't take. And
you have to play a game, so .you can't
just take 32 players. We have kids who
excelled on their teams, but there’s just
so much talent, We're very excited with
the kids we have.”
Justus was the head coach at Conotion
Valley last scason and by virtue of being
the highest-finishing Ohio school in

Class 1A, earned the right to guide the-

Buckeye State. It's his first all-star game
assignment,

He won’t be returning to the Rockets’
sideline, however, He’s accepted a posi-
tion as an assistant coach at Hocking

College, which just started football two

years ago.

Before he shifted his focus to the col-
legiate level, he spent a lot of time look-
ing at prep film to gauge which players
to select for this summer's game,

“Finding players wasn’t tough,” Justus

The Ohio coaching staff is a mixture

said.

“Eliminating p]ayers was the toughest
part. With so many good players in the
Ohio Valley, narrowing it down to 32
players makes it really challenging.”

Justus represented 18 schools with his
selections and only one school (East Liv-
erpool) received more than three bids.
Other schools with three players chosen
were River, Buckeye Trail, Toronto and
Steubenviile. The OVAC limits a school
to three picks, but the Potters received a
fourth because thé kicker doesn’t count
toward the maximum numbers.

Normally coaching the game is a way
to honot some of your senlors. However,
the Rockets have nary a player on the
roster, but Fustus pointed out one was
chosen and elected not to play.

“We had four or five kids back out for
one reason or another, so that got some
other kids some opportunities,” Justus,
who formerly coached at Buckeye Local,
said.

“Some of the guys we took because
someone else backed out might end up
being better than the original selection.”

of schools, too. Justus has coaches from
as far away as Lancaster on the staff. He
also has a representative of Bridgeport,
Buckeye Local and several from East
Liverpool.

The complete rosters are as Tollows:

Terry Adkins, Beaver Local; Jesse
Ball, Harrison Central; Zach Bigelow,
St. Clairsville; Garth Charlton, Cam-

‘bridge; Robert Coppa, Indian Creek; Ben

Davis, Toronto; Jack Davis, Martins
Ferry; Trey Elerick, St. Clairsville; Zack
Gill, East Liverpool; Jarett Hooper,
Monroe Central; Justyn Keyser, Bellaire;

‘Dylan Kidder, East Liverpool; Mason

Ladyga, River; Casey Lewis, Fort Frye;
William Lowe, Cambridge; Luke
Matusik, River; Austln Mayfield, East
Liverpool; Jalen McGee, Steubenville;
Donnie Meadows, Shadyside; Sean Mil-
lard, Buckeye Local; Drone Moore,

Steubenville; Freddie Plum, East Liver-.

pool; Troy Pontlus Buckeye Trail; Kon-
nor Roberts, Meadowbrook; Sam Robin-
son, Indian Creek; Cody Saksa, River;
Carter Streiff, Buckeye Trail; Brenton

Stull, Harrison Central; Max Tice,
Toronto; Dom Wallace, Martins Ferry;
Kyle Wilson, Buckeye Trail; Danny Zdi-_
nak, Toronte; Zane Zimish, Steubenville
WEST VIRGINIA ‘
Jordan Allen, Weir; Tyler Anderson,
Tyler; Dylan Baker, Wheeling Central,
Hayden Berry, Wheeling Park: John
Burkhalter, Wheeling Central; Dante

" Carlier, Morgantown; F.C. Custer, Bish-

op Donahue; Alex Edgell, Brooke: Cody
Enrietti, Weir; Brant Freeland, South;
Adam Frisco, University; Gage Gioven-
go, Linsly; Brandon Hall, South; Hayden
Hizer, Paden City; Iunmy Hull, Bishop
Donahue; Lander James, Cameron; Jacob -
Kerekes, John Marsha]l Logan Krams

Oak Glcn, Travis Lowther, Weir; Zack
Martin, University, Mlchac! Meaige,

thclmg Park; Trey Miller, Bishop
Donahue; Michael Mills, Weir; Jacob
Murray, Linsly; Peyton Powmznik, Uni-
versity; Jack Raitz, South; Jace Reed,-
Tyler; Isaac Rine, Wheeling Ceiitral;
Donovan Spencer, Weir; Michael
Starcher, Cameron; Chase Street, Mag-
nolia; Zach ’I‘orbctt Wheelmg Park;

Chris Yachml Brouke
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By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer
MARTINS FERRY — John Durdines
isn't sure what his coaching future holds.
The long-time Bishop Donahue head
coach has explored a few things, but isn't
ready to formnlly commit to anything ...
just yet, anyway. : f

However, one pame hé knows he has .

upcoming for certain is the QVAQ quﬂ
Mumley OVAC All-Star {Game in lwhic

- he will guide West Virginia against Ohio

during the July 22nd contesf, which. is
slated for the Dave ane} Football Com-
plex in Martins Ferry, ! i

With one more guaranteed game, Dur-
dines is also excited to share the time with
his assistant coaches, many of whom have
been working with him for several years.

“It’s great to share.it with these coach-
es,” Durdines said. “This is an important

Che Jutelligencer.

game tothe people of the Chio Vailey and
1t’s especially Important to us this year
since itls the last time we’ll be working
together. We're going to cherish every
moment and hopefully we can pull out a
victory.] - ‘ .

Here’s a capsule look at the West Vir-
ginia coaches:

10 DURDINES, Bishop Donahue
~ "This| veteran coach spent the last 15
scasonssiu the head coach for the Bishops
and was on the coaching staff for two
years prior. - ‘

Durdines ;guided the Bishops to three
QVAC Class' 1A championships. He was
named the Mason-Dixon Conference
coach of the year five times and twice
received; the Big 22 Class A Coach of the
Year, He was also named the Intelli-
gencer/News Register Coach of the Year
after the 2014 season.

evealed for All-Star Game

All told, he finished his career with a
90-68 record.

Along with football, Durdines spent
two years coaching baseball and six sea-
sons coaching wrestling,

John and his wife, Michelle have two
daughters, Anatasia Klemm and Ashley
Durdines.

L.A. HAMPTON, Bishop Donahue —°

This former Bishops’ standout has been
coaching football for four seasons, includ-
ing the 2016 campaign with the Bishops.

Prior to joining Durdines, he was on the
staff at Linsly. ' ‘

Hampton, who is a Bishop Donahue
and West Liberty graduate, also has
coaching experience-in basketball and
track

CURT MELE, Bishop Donahue —

This long-time Bishop worked with the
Donahue football program for each of the

id

3.
*

e

L O R

W.Va, -

(Continued from Page 15) ior season. He’s served on

Zoch, who is married to

‘Coach Durdines’ daughter,

Anastasia, played football,
golf, hockey and swim-
ming.

HOWARD STAMP,
Bishop Donahue — This
veteran assistant coach has
been on the Bishops’
coaching staff since Dur-
dines took over the reins

. of the program.

Stamp was part of all
three OVAC champi-
onship and four Mason-
Dixon title winning coach-
ing staffs.

A graduate of Austin-
town Fitch High School
and West Liberty, Stamp
gyll]yed football and base-

Howard and his wife,
Pam, have four children,
Tim, Todd, Katie and

Emily. .
MI'CHATETL
ANGALICH, Bishop Don-

ahue —~ A former Bishop-
s’ - athletic standout,
Angalich has been in the
coaching ranks for the past

‘five years at his alma

mater. _

Angalich graduated
from Donahue in 2008
after an all-state, all-
OVAC and all-Valley sen-

the coaching staff that's
won two OVAC titles.
After graduating from

West Virginia Wesleyan, .
. Angalich earned his grad-

uate degree from Wheel-
ing Jesujt in 2014,

Michael and his wife,
Mia, do not have any chil-
dren.

JAMES SMITH, Bishop
Donahue — Another one
of Durdines’ loyal assis-
tants spent 12 years work-
ing with the Bishops’ pro-
gram. '
Smith, who graduated
from Wheeling Park in
1986, has never coached
football anywhere other
than the MeMechan-based
school.

Smith, who has a son
James, is engaged to

'Shirley Hevener,

ERIC JAMES, Cameron
— This long-time football
coach worked for four
ﬁears with the Bishops and

as been a part of the
Cameron Dragons’ staff
for the bulk of his 20
years of coaching.

James also serves as the
baseball coach at
Cameron. He’s also
coached boys and girls
basketball as well as
wrestling for the Dragons.
He’s also coached junior
high football at Sherrard.

James, who played
arena football, Thas
coached in the West Vir-
ginia playoffs foru times
and owns more than 200

career baseball wins as
well as eight sectional
titles. A .

The owner of a degree
from West Virginia Uni-
versity and a masters from
Northcentral University,
James and his wife Kathy
have three children,
Jensen, Lander, Avery.
James has also three
stepchildren, Jordyn, Ryan
and Morgan,

BOB KRAMER,
Madonna — This veteran
mentor helped turn the
Blue Dons’ program
around after it had reached
the brink of extinction,

Kramer, who owng 37
years of coaching experi-
ence, guided the Blue

. Dons to the 2009 state

championship and a pair
©f runnerup finishes in
2004 and 2008. He was
numed OVAC Coach of
the Year in 2010 and wus
also named the Dapper
Dan Man of the Year.

He was named Mason-
Dixon Coach of the Year
five times. .

Kramer, who is a gradu-
ate of Steubenville High
School! and Jefferson
Community College, spent
five years working as an
assistant coach before tak-
ing over the heud-coach-
ing duties.

Bob and his wife,
Kathy, have two children,
Bob Jr. and Linda. The
coupie also has two grand-

daughters, Taylor and -

Kaitlin.
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last five years. All told, he has 10 years of
experience at his alma mater.

Along with serving on the football staff,
Mele also served as the Bishops’ softball
coach and was an assistant boys basket-
ball coach, :

A graduate of Wheeling Jesuit and
West Virginia Northern, Mele and his
wife, Dana, have three daughters, Ashley,
Alexis and Abbey.

ZACHARY KLEMM, Bishop Donahue
— This former Linsly School standout
spent two years working with Durdines
and the Bishops.

Klemm, who graduated from Linsly in
2010 and West Liberty in 2014, has four
years of total experience in football
coaching. He also has coaching experi-
ence in wrestling, ,

See W.VA., Page 16
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By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

MCMECHEN - John Dur-
dines and his coaching ‘staff were
looking for a common trait when
they started choosing their skill
position players for the 72nd
annual OVAC Rudy Mumley Alls
Star Game,. -

“In a game like this, flexibility
is big,” Durdines said. “We
looked for kids who could play
multiple positions.”

As he begins to narrow his ros-
ter into position groups, Durdines,
who will guide West Virginin in
the July 22 game at Martins
Ferry's Dave Bruney Football
Complex, thinks he found just that
at both quarterback and running
back.

“We have four quarterbacks on
the roster, but they're all versatile
enough to play other positions as

we need them,” Durdines said.
“"We probably have a dozen or so
kids who played running back.
We have a good mix of power
%‘1713(8 and home-run: hitting types.

e really like the mixture. We're
excited to get them into camp,”

Camp opens at Bethany Col-
lege on Saturday, July 15,

Here's a capsule look at the
players: :

JY.C. CUSTER, Bishop Don-
ahue — This former Bishops run-
ning back had a brilliant career for
Durdines’ squad.

The 5-foot-7, 145 pounder
rushed for 553 yards and six
touchdowns on 87 carries. He
also - caught 30 passes for 453
yards and seven touchdowns.

His efforts were recognized ps
first-team all-OVAC and.: honor-
able mention all-state. ; .

1.C., who plans to attend West

Mumley camp
begins July 15

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer

MARTINS FERRY -
Karl Justus plans to mix
| the run and pass through
his spread-offense attack
during the annual QVAC

Rudy Mumley Al-Star
Football Game, ‘

- With a solid pair of
quarterbacks in place,
Justus announced the
wide receivers for his
team, which begins camp
July 15 in preparation for
the game, which will be
held one week later at the
Dave Bruney Football
Complex. ’

“We have good size
and good speed at wide
receiver,” Justus said. “T
think these kids will be
more than adequate.”

Here’s a capsule look
at the players:

"ZACH GILL, East
Liverpool — This Pot-
ters standout had a big
season for Coach Josh
i Ludwig’s squad last fall.

The 6-foot-2, 210-
pounder caught 42 passes
for 443 yards and six
touchdowns last season to
set a school record. He
also owns the single-
game record with 11
receptions for 110 yards,

He earned the school’s
Craig Burdick Award,
which goes to the offen-
sive MVP,

Along with football,
Gill was also active in
Relay for Life and Spe-
cial Olympics.

Zach, who is the son of
Tom and Karrie Gill,
plans to attend Westmin-
ster College.

JUSTYN KEYSER,
Bellaire — This Big
Reds standout was an

impact player on both .
sides of the ball for
Coach Mark Spigarelli’s

team,

The 6-2, 170-pounder
finished his career with
85 receptions for 980
vards and six touch-
downs. He had 38 of
those catches and all of
his touchdowns as a sen-
lor. On the defensive
side, he finished with
207 career solo tackles,
27 passes defensed and
SiX interceptions.

Keyser was a third
team All-Ohio pick and
named to the All-OVAC,
All-Buckeye 8, All-
Times Leader, All-Valley
and All-Eastern District
first teams.

Also a standout in
track, Keyser was All-
Ohio in three events
(high hurdies, intermedi-
ate hurdles, 4x2) as a
sentor. He also played in
both the OVAC and Dis-
trict 12 All-Star Basket-
ball Games.

Keyser, who is the son
of Ieff and Jill Keyser,
plans to attend Belmont
College.

TROY, PONTIUS,
Buckeye Trail — This
former Warrior did basi-
cally everything except

‘sell popcorn for Coach

Donnie Kerns' team,

Shining as a quarter-
back, Pontius passed for
1,009 yards, rushed for
1,803 and caught passes
woith 495 vards en route
to 36 touchdowns during
his prep career.

~Pontius was a third
team All-Ohio pick as a
senior. He was All-
QVAC, AII'PVC, All-
Eastern District tollowing
last season. ‘

Pontius, who plans to
altend Marietta College,

Please See OHIO, Page 14

Virginia Northern, is the son of
Nikki - Blankenship of
Moundsville.

CODY ENRIETTI, Weir —
This Red Riders product had an
impressive final scason for Coach
Tony Filberto’s Red Riders,

The 6-3, 250-pounder ran 191
times for 1,398 yards and 14
touchdowns. He finished his
career with 2,015 yards and 23
touchdowns on 245 carries,

Enrieiti: was recognized twice
as first-team all-OVAC and All-
Valley. He was also-an all-state
selection as a senior.

Cody, who plans to attend West
Liberty, is the son of Michael and
Marityn Enrietti of Weirton.

HAYDEN HIZER, Paden
City — This former Wildcat did a
little bit of .everything for Couch

_Brent Croasman’s squad.
*The 5-8, 170-pounder rushed

for 884 yards and 10 touch-
downs. He also caught 20 passes
for 195 yards and had three
touchdowns via kick returns.
Defensively, he logged 26 solos
-and 32 assists,

Hizer was a sccond-team all-
state pick as a senior. He also was
honored as all-OVAC, All-Valley
for the second consecutive season,

Hayden, who plans to attend
Ohio Valley University in Park-
ersbirg, is the son of Bob and
Kim Hizer.

JAMES HULL, Bishop Don-~
ahue — This former Bishop
shifted to quarterback and shined
for Durdines’ team,last season.

The 5-11, 140-pounder passed
for 1,302 yards and 17 touch-
downs, He was intercepted just
three times. He also ran for 365
yards and three touchdowns.

Hull was a special mention all-

lest Virginia Backfield Ready for All-Star Game

state pick and was also first team
All-Valley and All-OVAC.

James, who plans to attend
West Virginia University, is the
somof Jim and Lori Hull.

JACE REED, Tyler Consoli-
dated - This former Silver
Knight shined on both sides of the
ball for Coach Ryan Walton’s
team.

The 5-11, 19G-pounder ran for
more than 1,000 yards as both a
sophomore and senifr, while scor-
ing 42 touchdowns, He missed
the bulk of his junicr season with
an injury. . _

Reed was a second-team all-
state pick as a senior. He was also
first-team atl-OVAC,

Jace, who is the son of Sabrina
Buchanan and Mike Reed, plans to
attend West VirginiaUniversity,

See BACKFIELD, Page 10
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11 %asses for 225
touc

(Continued from Page 13)
is the son of Brenda and Tim Pontius,
DANNY ZDINAK, Toronto ~ This
former Red Knight affected games in a
bevy of ways for Coach Eric Meek’s

The 5-11, 170-pounder rushed for
436 yards and nine touchdowns; caught
ards and three
downs and had four interceptions
along with 65 tackles from his second-

three field goals.

County.

ary spot. He also kicked for the
Knights, connecting on 36 PATs and

Zdinak was named third team All-
Ohio, first team All-Eastern District,
All-OVAC, All-Valley and

Zdinak, who plans to play baseball at
Ashiand Universit
and Debra Zdinak.

All-Quad

y, is the son of Dan
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OVAC Annual
Football Camp

West Virginia backs

The Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic annual
SUBWAY Sports Clinic
free youth football clinic,
will be held on July 22 on

the Purple Rider Stadium in

Martins Ferry at 1-2:30
p.m. Registration begins. at
the stadium from noon-

I2:4idj:.m. .

- Lending the camp will be
Cameron Head Coach Scott
Holt as well as members of
his own staff, and coaches
from John Marshall and
Bethany College will be
helping out,

- The instructors will teach
the basic fundamentals of
football and building seif-
esteem, The clinic is free
and open to bpys and girls
ages 6-13.The. 90-minute

clinic will focus on helping .

the kids improve on their
mechanics. There will be no
-contact and children will
learn more on' stances and
starts, as weil as working
with tackling dommies.
While the middle school-
aged players will be more
advanced, Holt is hoping to
get the younger kids a
chance to feel what it is like
to have a football in their
hands for the first time

among their peers.

“With them, it is more
about socinlizing and hope-
fully making sure everyone
is going in the same direc-
tion,” Holt said with a
laugh, “There are going to
be a range of abilities nnd
we only have 90 minutes so
it won't be too in-depth.

-Hopefully they can come

out of it learning something.

“We want to help them
build self-esteem and go
forward with football. Foot-
ball is a game everyone can
play. It is not just for the
llt()iiggest kid or the fastest

“We want the kids to
know that when they see us
on Friday night, we are reg-
ular people, too. Our coach-
€s are out there to make sure
everyone is safe and has
fun. It will be a great experi-
ence for the price of nothing
and a great way to get the
day started.”

Parents or legal guardians
are required to have insur-
ance and be present the day
of the clinic to sign a waiver
form. For more infortmation,

visit www.ovac.org or email .

James Companion at
james@ssmllc.com  or
phone (304) 639-1238,

o

set for OVAC Game

By SETH STASK
Times Leader SportsE ‘I\E’ditor

were looking for & commo i

\ ! it tra

:gg their skill position players l;o?hen
€ 72nd annual OVAC Rud

Ml‘l‘ilnﬂey All-Star Game, d

.1 a8 game like this, fiexibili

%s bjg_. Durdines said, “W:ﬁ%ﬂg

or kids who could play multiple

positions.”
As he begins to

ter into position grou i
} ps, Durd
t‘zho will guide West Virginjl;l'fzi%
F;r.;l{lg ]522nd igg.zune at Martins
ave Brun
Complex, thinks he ond ool

at Eﬂlh quarterback
We have four
all versatile enoug

them,” Durdines said, *
| ﬁ' See, OVAC, Page B2

~ John Durdines and his coaching staff
they started choos-

narrow his ros-

found just that
ma?t rulljmjng back.
uarterbacks on the roster, by
_ , but they’
to play other positions as we ‘laéerg
- e probably have a dozen or 50

« OVAC

Continued from Page B1

kids who played running back. We
have a good mix of power guys and
home-run hitting types. We really like
the mixture. We're excited to get them
into camp.”

Camp opens at Bethany College on
Saturday, July 15. '

Here's a capsule look at the players:

J.C. CUSTER, Bishop Donahue
— This former Bishop running back
had a brilliant career for Durdines’
squad. :

The 5-7, 145 pounder rushed for
553 yards and six touchdowns on 87
carries. He also caught 30 passes for
453 yards and seven touchdowns,

His efforts were recognized as first-
team ‘all-OVAC and honorable men-
tion all-state.

1.C., who plans to attend West Vir-
ginia Northern;, is the son of Nikki
Blankenship of Moundsville, {

CODY ENRIETTI, Weir — This
Red Rider product had an impressive
final season for Coach Tony Filberto’s
Red Riders. :

The 6-3, 250 pounder ran 191
‘times for 1,398 yards and 14 touch-
downs. All told, he finished his career
with 2,015 yords and 23 touchdowns
on 245 curies.

Enrietti was recognized twice as
first-team all-OVAC and all-Valley.
He was also an all-state selection as a

senior.
Cody, who plans to attend West

‘Liberty, is the son of Michael and

Marilyn Enrietti of Weirlon.

HAYDEN HIZER, Paden City —
This former Wildcat did a little bit of
everything for Coach Brent Croas-
man’s squad.

The 5-8, 170 pounder rushed for
884 yards and 10 touchdowns. He
also caught 20 passes for 195 yards
and had three touchdowns via-kick
returns. Defensively, he logged 26
solos and 32 assisis.

Hizer was a second-team all-state
pick as a senior. He also was honored
as all-OVAC, all-Valley for the sec-
ond consecutive season. ‘

Hayden, who plans o attend Ohio
Valley University in Parkersburg, is
the son of Bob and Kim Hizer,

JAMES HULL, Bishop Donahue
— This former Bishop shifted to
quarterback and shined for Durdines’
team last season.

The 5-11, 140 pounder passed for
1,302 yards and 17 touchdowns, He
was intercepted just three times. He
also ran for 365 yards and three
touchdowns.

Hull was a special mention all-state
pick and was also first-team all-Valley
and all-OVAC.

James, who plans to attend West

‘Virginia University, is the son of Jim

and Lori Hull,

JACE REED, Tyler Consolidated
— This former Sitver Knight shined
on both sides of the ball for Coach
Ryan Walton's team.

The 5-11, 190 pounder ran for
more than 1,000 yards as both a soph-
omore and senior, while scoring 42
touchdowns. He missed the bulk of his
junior season with an injury.

Reed was a second-team all-state
pick as a senior. He was also first-
team all-OVAC.

Jace, who is the son of Sabrina
Buchanan and Mike Reed, plans to
attend West Virginia University.

ISAAC RINE, Wheeling Central
— ‘This former Muroon Knights was o
modeli of consistency doring his career
under Mike Young.

The 5-9, 180 pounder threw for
more than 4,000 career yards, while
rushing for better than 1,000 yards.
He accounted for 69 career touch-
downs.

Rine’s production was rccognized
by virtue of being named first-team
all-state, all-Valley and all-OVAC. He
was a three-time selection to the all-
OVAC squad.

Isaac, who plans o attend Marietia
College to play baseball, is the son of
Jason and Heather Rinc of Wheeling.
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By SETH STASKEY

For the News-Register
MARTINS FERRY, — Prior to select-

| ing his roster for the OVAC Rudy Mum-

ley All-Star Football!Game, Ohio head
coach Karl Justus spent a lot of time look-
ing at film to get guys that would fit his
spread system. R

He thinks he’s found the ideal pieces,
to{.)fustus has named his backfield candi-
dates for the game, which is slated for
July 22 at Martins Ferry’s Dave Bruney
Football Complex. The players will begin
to learn the system July 15 when they

“I’'Il depend on how much the quarter-
backs can handle, but I think we'll be
good, with using our system,” Justus said,
“I’ve seen the kids play on filmand

- they']1.be fine.”
A

for the running backs, Ohio boasts a

batch 'that contains speed and power,

ich was exactly what Justus sought. |
Wh‘fcbe I%hoked fgr the best kidg,’g Justus
said. “We looked at the nominations’ film
and went{tom there.”

Here’s a capsule look at the 8layers:

JESSE BALL, Harrison Central -
This former Huskic shined on both sides
of the ball for Coach Justin Kropka’s team

- al __ ll_Str Game

The 6-foot-1, 245-pounder lined up at
fullback and linebacker, posting more
than 200 yards rushing and more than
100 receiving, while paving the way for
the Huskies® other backs. Defensively, he
lpgged 112 tackles, including 25 for loss
and five sacks. .

Ball was the Eastern District’s Co-
Defensive Player of the Year and earned

first team All-Ohio. He was also first-

team All-OVAC, ) .
Ball, who plans to attend Theil Univer-
sity, is the son of Glen and Hellen Ball of

Scio, -
ROBERT COPPA, Indian Creek -
This former Redskin was a staqdout in the

backfield for Coach Andrew Connor’s
squad. -

The 5-9, 175-pounder scored 24 touch-
downs, while accumulating 1,300 yards
on the ground. He also caught passes that
covered 300 yards during his career,
Defensively, he recorded 248 tackles,
forced four fumbles and recovered five.

Coppa was twice named All-Eastern
District and All-OVAC. He was also
twice named All-Quad County.

Along with athletics, Coppa is a mem-
ber of the National Honor Society and
Key Club.

See Backfield, Page C2

. teport to camp at Bethany College. _ last season. "

BACKFIELD

Continued from page C1

_Robert, who is the son of Bob and Kelli
Coppa of Wintersville, plans to attend John
Carroll University, '

CASEY LEWIS, Fort Frye ~ This
former Cadet played a major role in helping

Coach Eric Huck’s team reach the regional-

final last season,

The 5-11, 190-pounder ran for 1,805
yards and 37 touchdowns last season,
which followed a 987-yard junior cam-
paign. ‘ .

He was named All-PVC three times, All-
OVAC three times and twice to the All-
Ohio squad. :

. Casey, who plans to attend Marietta Col-
lege, is the son of Chris and Karri Lewis of
Beverlgr.

AUSTIN MAYFIELD, East Liverpool
=~ This former Potter put up huge numbers
in helping to lead Coach Josh Ludwig’s

-team.

The 6-2, 205-pounder finished with
2,861 yards passing and,'19 touchdowns,
He ran for 881 yards and 13 touchdowns
during his career, He was also the Potters’
puniter. .

Mayfield, who owns all of East Liver-
pool’s passing records, was named first-
tearn All-Eastern District and second team

All-Ohio. He was AI-OVAC and second- .

team All-Valley. o
- Mayfield, who plans to attend West Lib-

erty, is the son of Jim and Billi Jo Mayfieid.

KONNOR ROBERTS, Meadowhrook
’~ This former Colt had a brilliant career
for head coach Jeff Twiddy’s team.

‘The 6-0, 180-pounder threw for 1,970
yards and 20 touchdowns. He was named
third team All-Ohio s a junior and second-
team this past season. Fle was also twice
named to the All-OVAC and All-ECOL
teams, '

. Along with football, Roberts played bas-
ketball and baseball.

Konnor, who plans to attend Ohijo
Dominican, is the son of Tony and Shelley
Roberts of Byesville.

MAX TICE, Toronto —~ This former
Red Knight was a go-to-guy for Coach Erie
Meek’s squad last season.

The 5-10, 185-pounder ran for 735
yards and 12 touchdowns, while averaging
8.5 yards per carry. He rushed for 788 as a
Junior. Defensively, Tice shined at line-
backer, accumulating 68 tackles and pick-
ing off two passes. He also recovered two
fumbles.

Tice’s fine seasons didn’t go unnoticed.
He was named all-Quad County, All-East-
ern District, All-OVAC and honorable
mention All-Ohio,

Max, who plans to attend Marietta Col-
lege, is the son of Jorjanna and Jim Vas-
teenberg of Toronto.
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Sunday,
June 25, 2017

Ohio backfield options named

| By SETH STASKEY
| Times Leader Sporis Editor

MARTINS FERRY - Priorto
se¢lecting his roster for the OVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football
Game, Ohio head coach Karl Jus-
tus spent a lot of time looking at
film fo get guys that would fit his
spread system. :

He thinks he’s found the ideal
pieces, t00. .

Justus has named his backfield

Justus said.

candidates for the game,

‘| which is slated for the July

22 at Martins Ferry's Dave
Bruney Football Complex.
The players will begin to
learn the system on July 15

-when they report to camp at

Bethany College.

“It"1l depend on how
much the quarterbacks can
handle, but I think we’ll be
good with using our system,”
“I've seen the kids play on

film and they'll be fine.”

As for the running backs, Ohio boasts a
batch that containg speed and power,
which was exacily what Justus scught.

“We looked for the best kids,” Justus
said. “We looked at the nominations’ film
and went from there.”

Here's a capsule look at the players:

JESSE BALL, Harrison Central -
This former Huskie shined on both sides of
the ball for Coach Justin Kropka’'s team

See, OVAC, Paga B2
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last season. : :

The 6-1, 245 pounder lined up at fullback and line-
backer, posting more than 200 yards rushing and more
than 100 receiving, while paving the way for the Huskies’
other backs. Defensively, he logged 112 tackles, including
25 for loss and five sacks. :

Ball was the Eastern District’s Co Defensive Player of
the Year and earned first-team all-Ohio. He was also first-
tearn all-OVAC.

-Ball, who plans to attend Theil University, is the son of
Glen and Hellen Ball of Scio,

ROBERT COPPA, Indian Creek — This lormer Red-
skin was a standout in the backfield for Coach Andrew
Connor’s squad.

The 5-9, 175 pounder scored 24 touchdowns, while
accumulating- 1,300 yards on the ground. He also caught
passes that covered 300 yards during his carcer. Defen-
sively, he recorded 248 tackles, forced four fumbles and
recovered five.

Coppa was twice named- all-Eastern District and all-
OVAC. He was also twice named all-Quad County.

Along with athletics, Coppa is a member of the Nation-
al Honor Society and Key Club.

Robert, who 1s the son of Bob and Kelli Coppa of Win-
tersville, plans to attend John Carroll University.

CASEY LEWIS, Fort Frye - This former Cadet
played a major role in helping Coach Eric Huck’s team
reach the regional final last scason.

The 5-11, 190 pounder ran for 1,805 yards and 37
touchdowns last season, which followed a 987-yard junior
campaign. ‘

He was named all-PVC three times, all-OVAC three
times and twice to the all-Ohio squad,

Casey, who plans to attend Marietta College, is the son
of Chris and Karri Lewis of Beverly.

AUSTIN MAYFIELD, East Liverpool — This former
Potter put up some huge numbers in helping to lead Coach
Josh Ludwig's team.

The 6-2, 205 pounder finished with 2,861 yards pass-
ing and 19 touchdowns. He ran for 881 yards and 13
more touchdowns during his career. He was also the Pot-
ters' punter.

-Mayficld, who owns all of East Liverpool’s passing
records, was named first-team all-Bastern District and scc-
ond-team all-Ohio. He was all-OVAC and second-team
all-Valley.

Mayfield, who plans to attend West Liberty, is the son
of Jim and Billi Jo Mayfield.

KONNOR ROBERTS, Meadowbrook — This former

Colt had a brilliant career for head coach Jeff Twiddy’s
team. :
The 6-0, 180 pounder threw for 1,970 yards and 20
touchdowns. He was named third-team all-Ghio as a jun-
jor and second-team this past season. He was also Lwice
named to the all-OVAC and all-ECOL. teams.

Along with lootball, Roberls played basketball and
baseball.

Konnor, who plans to attend Ohio Dominican, is the
son of Tony and Shelley Roberts of Byesville.

MAX TICE, Toronto — This former Red Knight was
a1 go-to-puy for Coach Eric Meek's squad last scason.

The 5-10, 185 pounder ran for 735 yards and 12
touchdowns, while averaging 8.5 yards per carry. He
rushed for 788 as a junior. Defensively, Tice shined at
linebacker, accumulating 68 tackles and picking off (wo
passes. He also recovered two fumbles,

Tice's fine seasons didn’t go unnoticed. He was named
all-Quad County, all-Eastern District, all-OVAC and hon-
orable mention all-Ohio,

Max, who plans to attend Marietta College, is the son of
Jorjanna and Jim Vasteenberg of Toronto,
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. Thursday,
July 6, 2017

Ohio tabs
receivers
for OVAC:
A-S Game

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

MARTINS FERRY - Karl Justus
plans to mix the run and ‘pass through his
spread-offense attack during the annual
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football
Game. -

With a solid pair of quarterbacks in
place, Justus announced the wide
receivers for his tearn, which begins camp
on July 15 in preparation for the game,
which will be held one week later at the
Dave Bruney Football Complex.

“We have good size and good speed at
wide receiver,” Justus said. “T think these
kids will be more :
. than adequate.”

Here's a cap-
_sule look at the
- players:

ZACH GILL,
East Liverpool —
This Potters |
standout had a big
season for Coach

“Josh Ludwig's
squad last fall.

" The 6-2, 210

pounder caught 42 passes for 443 yards

and six touchdowns last season to set a

school record. He also owns the single-

game record with 11 receptions for 110

yards. ' :

He earned the school's Craig Burdick
Award, which goes to the offensive MVP.

| Along with football, Gill was also
active in Relay for Life and Special
. Olympics..

Zach, who is the son of Tom and Kar-
| rie Gill, plans to attend Westminster Col-
“lege. :

JUSTYN KEYSER, Bellaire — This

Big Reds’ standout was an impact player

See, OHIO, Page B2

W.Va sets ~
receivers

for OVAC
A-S Game

By SETH STASKEY -
Times Leader Sports Editor

McMECHEN' —~ The West Virginia
squad won’t hesitate to put the ball in the
air during the annual OVAC Rudy Mum-
ley All-Star Football Game,

And why would it?

Coach John Durdines and his staff
have a plethora of possibilities at wide
receiver for the game against Ohio that is
slated for July 22 at the Dave Bruney
Football Complex in Martins Ferry.

“We love the blend of guys we have,”
Durdu]es said. “We have two really big,
athletio exceptional receivers and we
have a lot of guys who can also go into
the slot. We think if we can get guys in
space we can be a matchup nightmare
with our speed.”

-Here's a capsule look at the players:

JOHN BURKHALTER, Wheeling
Central — This talented wide receiver
was 2 multi-year standout for Coach
Mike Young's team,

The 6-1, 180 pounder was named
first-team all-state and was a first-team-
g]é;OVAC. He was also a Big 22 nomi-

Burkhalter, who is the son of Eric and
Sharon Burkhalter, plans to attend West
Liberty. 4

BRANDON HALL, Parkersbur
South - This former Patriot had ag
impressive career for Coach Mike Eddy’s
team. '

The 6-3, 210 pounder was an all-
OVAC honoree multiple times and also
named to the all-TRAC squad. He was a
speécml Iélentipn f}illl-state pick, too.

randon is the son of C
Crystl Tt harles and

JACOB MURRAY, This former
Cadet was a go-to-guy for Coach B.J,
Depew’s team in the passing game.

The 6-1, 185 pounder caught 24 pass-
es for 413 yards. He also had 63 tackles
g{;dkﬁve i?wﬁceptions from his defensive

ck post. He connected i
nﬂﬁ;touchdowns. on 29 point

urray was named all-Valley -
Times Leader. ey nd it
Along with football, he’s active as a

Linsly Day Camp counselor and also in

i the Spanish Club.
Jacob, who plans to atterd Ohio Uni-
versity, is the son of Jim and Kelly Mur-

See, W. VA, Page B2
f | N

» Ohio—
Continued from Page B1

on both sides of the ball for Coach Mark Spigarelli’s
team.

The 6-2, 170 pounder finished his career with 85
receptions for 980 yurds and six touchdowns. He had 38
of those catches and all of his touchtlowns as a senior. On
the defensive side, he finished with 207 career solo tack-
les, 27 passes defensed and six interceptions.

Keyser was 1 third-team all-Ohio pick and named to the
all-OVAC, all-Buckeye 8, all-Times Leader, All-Vulley
and all-Eastern District first teams.

Also a standout in track, Keyser was all-Ohio in three
events (high hurdles, intermediate hurdles, 4x2) as a sen-
ior. He also played in both the OVAC and District 12 All-
Star Basketball Games.

Keyser, who is the son-of Jeff and Jill Keyser, plans to
attend Belmont College. :

, TROY PONTIUS , Buckeye Trail — This former
Warrior did basically everything except sell popcorn for
Coach Donnie Kerns’ team. .

Shining as a quarterback, Pontius passed for 1,009
yards, rushed for 1,803 and caught passes worth 495
“yards en toute to 36 touchdowns during his prep coreer.

Pontius was a third-team afl-Ohio pick as a senjor. He
was all-OVAC, all-PVC, all-Eastern District following
last season.

Pontius, who plans to attend Marietta College, is the
son of Brenda and Tim Pontius.

DANNY ZDINAK , Toronto — This former Red
Knight affected games i a bevy of ways for Coach Eric
Meek’s team.

The 5-11, 170 pounder rushed for 436 yards and nine
touchdowns; caught 11 passes for 225 yards and 3 touch-
downs gnd had four interceptions along with 65 tackles
from his secondary spot. He also kicked for the Knights,
connecting on 36 PATs and three field goals.

Zdinok was named third-team all-Chio, first-team all-
Eastern District, all-OVAC, all-Valley and all-Quad
County. '

Zdinak, who plans to play baseball at Ashland Universi-
ty, is the son of Dan and Debra Zdinak.

e W.Va.

Continued from Page B1

ray.
DONOVAN SPENCER, Weir — This former Red-
Rider speedster could affect a game in a myriad of ways
for Coach Tony Filberto’s team. '
The 5-10, 170 pounder rushed for 1,121 yards and 11
touchdowns. He caught 21 passes for.500 yards and four
touchdowns and he passed for 700 yards and ninc touch-
downs during his career. ‘
Spencer, also a muitiple-time sprint state champion in
track, was named all-state, all-OVAC and all-Valley.
Donovan, who is the son of Gerard and Frances
Spencer; plans to attend St. Francis University.
~CHRIS YACHINI, Brooke — This former Bruin had
a big season for Coach Mac McLean’s team last season.
The 6-2, 185 pounder caught pnsses covering 995
yards and 11 touchdowns. He accounted for 1,515 all-
purpose yards. He had 70 tackles on the defensive side of
the ball along with two sacks.
For his efforts, he was named first-team all-state, all-
USA Today West Virginia and ali-Valley captain.
Along with football, Yachini was an all-state basketball
sclection. '
Chris, who is the son of former OVAC all-star Rob
Yachini, plans to attend West Virginia University.
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Edmenton Oilers star Connor McDavid COMIZS v, 17
signed an eight-year, $100 million extension,
makmg him the NHL's highest pald player/15 43

. By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

McMECHEN - The West
Virginia squad won’t hesitate to
put the ball in the air during the
annual OVAC Rudy Mumley
All-Star Football Game.

And why would it?

Coach John Durdines and his
staff have a plethora of possibili-
ties at wide receiver for tle game
against Ohio that is slated for
July 22 at the Dave Bruney Foot-
ball Complex in Martins Ferry.

“We love the blend of guys we
have,” Durdines said. “We have

_into the slot. We ithink :

two really big, athletic
exceptional receivers
and we have & lot of
guys who can also go

if we can get guys in ‘N B
space we can be a:
matchup nightmare R
with our speed.” P
Here's a capsule look £
at the players:
JOHN BURKHALTER,
Wheeling Central ~ This tal-
ented wide receiver was a multi-
ear standout for Coach Mike
oung's team.

%2

The 6-foot-1, 180-
pounder was hamed
»  first team all-state and
A\ was a first team All-
Y OVAC. He was also a
i }Bi%ZZ nominee,
urkhalter, who is
"the son of Eric and

Y Sharon Burkhalter,

" plans to attend West Lib-

BREKIDON HALL, Parkers-
burg South — This former
Patriot had an 1m§)rebswe career
for Coach Mike E

The 6-3, 210-pounder was an

dy's team.

I Has Plenty of WeapOns at WR

All-OVAC honoree multiple
times and also named to the All-
TRAC squad. He was a special
mention all-state pick, too.

Branden is the son of Charles
and Crystal Hall,

JACOB MURRAY, Linsly
— This former Cadet was a go-

“to-guy for Coach B.J. Depew’s

team in the passing game.

The 6-1,'185-pounder caught
24 passes for 413 yards: He also
had 63 tackles and five intercep-
tions from his defensive back
post. He connected on 29 point
after touchdowns.

Murray wgs named All-Valley
and Ail-Times Leader,

Along with football, he’s
active as a Linsly Day Camﬁ
counselor and also m the Spanis
Club. :

Jacob, who plans to attend
Ohio Umversny, is the son of Jim
and Kelly Murray.

DONOVAN SPENCER,
Weir — This former Red Rider
speedster could affect a game in a
myriad of ways for Coach Tony
Filberto's team.

See WEAPONS, Page 14

WEAPONS
(Continued [rom Page 13)

The 5-10, 170-pounder
rushed for 1,121 yards and
11 touchdowns. He caught
21 passes for 500 yards
and four touchdowns and
he passed for 700 yards and
nine touchdowns during his
career.

Spencer, also a multiple-
time sprint state champion
in track, was named all-
state, All-OVAC and All-
Vuliey.

Donovan, who is the son
of Gerard and Frances
Spencer, plans to attend St.
Francis University.

CHRIS ° YACHINI,

.Brooke — This former
Bruin had a big season for

Couach Mac McLean’s team
last season.

The 6-2, 185-pounder
caught passes covering 995
yards and 11 touchdowns.
He accounted for 1,515 all-
purpose yards, He had 70
tackles on the defensive
side of the ball aiong with
two sacks.

For his efforts, he was
named first team all-state,
All-USA Today West Vir-
ginia and All-Valley cap-
tain.

- Along with football,
Yachini was an all-state
basketball selection.

Chris, who is the son of
former OVAC all-star Rob
Yachini, plans to attend
West ang,mm University,



Justus
Loves
lis Line

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intellipencer

MARTINS FERRY -
High school football always
secms to boil down to line
play.

Regardless if it's regular
scason or an all-star game,
being able o win the game in
the trenches is paramount,

Ohio head coach Karl Jus-
tus is aware of that and

belicves his squad will be

more than ready up froat for
the annual OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football
Game, which is slated for
Martins Ferry’s Dave Bruney
Football Complex two weeks
from tonight.

“Our offensive and defen-
sive lines should be good,”
Tustus said. “We have some
big kids who seem to all
move well, We have guys
who are good at pass and run
blocking. Plus, they're all
fairly versatile and can play a
{ot of different positions up
front.”

Here’s a capsule look at
the players: '

TERRY ADKINS,
Beaver Local — This former
Beaver shincd al defensive
end for then head coach Jere-
my McElvoy’s team,

The 6-foot-2, 248
pounder recorded 88 pan-
cake blocks during his senior
season en route to third team
All-Ohio honors. He was a

Please Seg,,}US'rUS; Page 10
it
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{Continued from Page 9)

first team All-Eastern Dis-
trict pick and also named a
Columbiana County All-
Star.

Terry, who plans on
attending Thiel College, is
the son of Kim and Dave
Gauley. .

BEN DAVIS, Toronto
— This former Red Knight
was a two-way standout for
Coach Eric Meek's team,
shining at tackle.

On the defénsive side,
the 6-2, 220 pounder
recorded 41 tackles, 1.5
sacks and recovered a fum-
ble.

Davis was named to the
Quad County All-Star
Team.

Ben, who is the son of
Doug Davis and Lisa Feist,

;l%lans to attend Pittsburgh

echnical College.

JACK DAVIS, Martins
Ferry — This former Pur-
ple Rider caused opposing
offenses all sorts of prob-
lems from his defensive end
position,

The 6-2, 205 pounder
posted 45 tackles, 6.5 sacks
and broke up six passcs. He
ulso saw tlime at tight end,
making eight catches for
148 yards and a touch-
down. ©

Davis was a third team
All-Ohioan, AlI-OVAC,
All-Eastern District and
All-Times Leader selection.
He was also one of the Five
Blocks of Granite.

Jack, who plans to attend
West Liberty, is the son of
Amanda Boker.

TREY ELERICK, St.
Clairsville — This former
Red Devil anchored the
offensive line for Couach
Brett McLean’s team.

A three-year starter at
center, the 5-11, 185
pounder averaged a 90-per-
cent grade. He also served
as the long snapper.

Elerick was named All-
OVAC, All-Valley, All-
Eastern District and was
twice named Hog of the
Year Award winner.

Along with Tootball,
Elerick shined in track and
field, was 2 member of the
National Honor Society and
was Vice President of the
French Club.

Trey, who plans to attend
Ohio State University, is
the son of Diane Elerick

ar the late Sean Elerick.

MASON LADYGA,
River — This former Pilot
was a mainstay along the
offensive and defensive
lines for Coach Mike Flan-
nery’s team.

The 6-2, 235 pounder

' was a four-year starter on

bath lines, He finished with
44 tackles, 10 solo tackles
and 34 assists. Five of
those went for a loss.

Ladyga’s fine season was
a first team All-OVAC,
All-Eastern District and
special mention All-Ohio
selection.

Along with football,
Ladyga was o member of
the National Honor Society,
he volunteered at the Bel-
mont County Election
Board and was a member of
the Art and Spanish Club.

Mason, who plans to
attend Belmont College, is.
the son of Doug and Lea
Ladypa. »

LUKE MATUSIK,
River — This two-way
standout put forth a brilliant

final campaign — and
carcer - for Flanncry’s
Pilots.

The 6-2, 205 pounder
recorded 67 tackles, includ-
ing 29 solos. He had 10
sacks and 19 tackles for
loss, He graded out at 91
percent from his left tackle
spot.,

Matusik was recognized
as All-OVAC, All-Eastern
District, All-Ohio honor-
able mention and won the
individual top honor at the
Big Cat Lineman Chal-
lenge.

Matusik was also a dele-

gate to Buckeye Boys State.

Luke, who plans to
attend Belmont College to
study welding, is the son of
Mike and Shawna Matusik.

DONNIE MEADOWS,
Shadyside — This former
Tiger was a mainstay on
both sides of the line for
Coach Mark Holenka’s
Tigers, -

he 6-3, 280 pounder
posted 143 career tackles
and graded out at 93 per-
cent as a senior along the
offensive line. '

Twice, Meadows was
named All-OVAC. He was
a second-team All-Ohio
pick as a senior and was
also first team All-Eastern
District and All-Times
Leader,

"~ Donpie, who is the son
of Don and Amanda Mead-
ows, is undecided about his
future plans.

DDIE PLUM, Eust
Liverpool — This former
Potter was a standout along
the defensive line for Coach
Josh Ludwig's squad.

The 6-6, 265 pounder

sted 192 tackles, includ-
ing 45 for loss, He also had

14 sacks, three fumble
recoveries and four forced
fumbles during his career.

Plum was named to the
Quad County All-Star -
Team and was a4 Blocks of
Granite nominge. -

Freddie, who plans to
attend West Vir%inia State,
is the son of Molly Moffett
and Nate Moffett.

SAM ROBINSON,
Indian Creek — This for-
mer Redskin was a two-
way force for Coach
Andrew Connor’s squad
last season.

The 6-0, 240 pounder
was named first team All-
Eastern District and special
mention All-Ohio.

Robinson is also a mem-
ber of the National Honor
Society, Key Club and 4H.

Sam, who plans to attend
West Virginia University, is
the son of David and Julie
Robinsen. ‘

BRENTON STULL,
Harrison Central — This
former Huskie played a
bevy of gositions along the
line for Coach Justin Krop-
ko's team.

The 5-11, 245 pounder
lettered four times and was
named All-Eastern District
three times. He was second
team All-Ohio and served
as a tearn captain.

Along with football, Stull
was a standout in wrestling,
too. )

Brenton, who plans to
attend Thiel College, is the
son of Brian and Suzanne
Stull. -

DOM WALLACE,
Martins Ferry — This for-
mer Purple Rider played
both ways exceptionally
well for Coach Dave
Bruney's team,

The 6-0, 290 pounder
was a two-way tackle for
the Riders and earned sev-
eral postseason honors.

aliace was also an All-
Ohioan in wrestling, gﬁm
ing third in the OHSAA's
state wrestling tournament
at 285 pounds. ,

Dom, who plans to
attend Kent State Tus-
carawas to wrestle, is the
son of Shawna Walts,

KYLE WILSON,
Buckeye Trail — This for-
mer Warrior shined on both
sides of the ball for Coach
Donnie Kems’ team. ‘

The 5-11, 260
pounder was a leader on
the offensive line from
his [fuard spot and defen-
sively he logged 24 tack-
les, including nine for
loss from his defensive.
tackle spot,

Wilson was named sec-

_ond-team Eastern District

and first-team PVC, He was
a honorable mention All-
OVAC Class 3A pick.

Kyle is the son of Briun
and Vicki Wilson.
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By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register
McMECHEN - Joha Dur-
dines admitted that sometimes
- evaluating linemen on film can
e tough.
° St%, %e went to the coaches and
sought opinions on one major
uality. )
1 “ngort was a big thing we
were looking for,” Durdines said.
“You can teach scheme and
things, but you have to effort
from those guys up front. _
The West Virginia head coach
believes he’s found that with the
¥ group of linemen he's selected

for the annual OVAC Rudy
Mumiey All-Star Game,
which is slated for Jujy
22 at Martins Ferry's
Dave Braney Football e
Complex. ‘ W7
“We have kids who
have pretty good size
and they seem to be flbl(‘.
to move pretty well,” Dur-
dines offered. "W(;l'l‘c excited to
“s¢e them gel together.”
eHere’sga caéf)su]e look at the
layers:
i fORDAN ALLEN, Weir -
This former Red Rider shined at

Filberto’s squad.

The 6 —foot-1,
225-pounder fin-
ished his carcer with
m.] 176 tackles, 38
&Y} sacks, seven forced
fumbles, four fum-
ble recoveries and
two interceptions,

He was twice named
first team all-state, All-
OVAC and All-Valley. He was
also Hsted as all-state according
toc USA Today )
WTOV-9 Block of Granite award

winner,
Jordan, who plans to attend

and was 2.

West Liberty, is the son of Lou
and Sheila Allen, :

HAYDEN BERRY, Wheel-
ing Park — This former Patriot
shined on both sides of the ba}l
for Coach Chris Dangherty’s
team.

The 5-9, 220-pounder was a
key cog on both fronts. Defen-
sively, he had 21 tackles, includ-
ing 11 solo, He also had 1.5
sacks.

Berry was named all-TRAC
and served as a team captain.

Hayden, who plans to attend
West Virginia University, is the
son of Heather Berry and

defensive end for Coach Tony

oathe Green.
Kclr)nAI\ITE CARLIER, Mor-
gantown — This former Mohi-
gan helped anchor the offensive
{ine for Coach Matt Lacy’s team.
The 5-10, 260-pounder paved

Effort Along Line for W.va.

. the way for a 1,300-yard rusher,

Dante, who.is the son of

Brandy Carlier, plans fo attend
st Virginia.

W%‘EXND%ER JAMES, Cameron
— This two-year starter helped
anchor the offensive line from his
center spot for Coach Scott
Hoit’s team.

Please see Line, Page C5

.! Continued from puge C1
The 6-4, 225-pounder
served as a team captain
. and was named first team
All-OVAC, All-Valley
and third team afl-state,
Along with football,
James is a standout in the
classroom as a National
Honor Society and Stu-
dent Council member.
Lander, who plans to
attend Fairmont State, is
the son of Eric James and
Courtney Appeilenzor.
JACOB EREKES,
John Marshali — This
Monarch graduate served
as nose guard and offen-
sive tackie for Coach Rick
Goodrich’s team.,

The 6-0, 300-pounder:

posted 25 tackles, 20
assists and three sacks as a
senior en route to earning’
All-TRAC .and honorable
mention All-OVAC,
Jacob, who plans to
attend West Liberty, is the
son of Ron and Melissa

Kerekes.
LOGAN KRANIS,
Oak Glen — This former

Golden Bear was impres-
sive on both sides of the
ball for Coach Ted
Arncavlt’s team,
The 6-3, 282-pounder
osted 38 solo tackles and
8 total stops as a senior.

He was named his team's )

Defensive Player of the
Year,

A standout in the class-
room, Kranis is 4 member
of the Key Club and Busj.
ness Club, while aiso par-
ticipating in track and
wrestling. :

Logan, who plans to
attend Waynesburg, is. the
son of Robert and Cassan-
dra Kranis.

TRAVIS LOWTHER,
Weir — This former Red
Rider was a two-way tack-
le for Filberto’s squad.

&

The 6-2, 220-pounder
wis recognized as second
teani AI-OVAC,

Travis, who plans to
attend West Liberly, is the
soit of Ken and Rachel
Paris.. .

ZACK MARTIN, Uni-
versity — This former
Hawk was an offensive
tackle for John Kelley’s
team.

The 6-0, 305-pounder
earned honorable mention
All-OVaAC, _

Zack is the son of
Royce Martin,

PEYTON POWRO-
ZNIK, University -
This former Hawk was the -
center and a defensive line -
standout for Kelley’s
team. .

The 6-2, 250-pounder
finished with 22 tackles,
including nine sacks and
4.5 tackles for loss,

Powroznik was named
sccond team all-state, first
team AH-OVAC and All-
TRAC,

A standout in academ-
ics, Powroznik_: is a mem-
ber of the National Honor

Society. .
Peyton, who is the son
of Kirk and Kristi

Powroznik, plans to
est Virginia,
JACK RAITZ, Park- -

ershurg South — Thijs.

former Patriot shined at a

bevy of spots for Coach

Mike Eddy’s team.

The 5-9, 200-pounder
saw time at guard and. at
both defensive line and
linebacker during his

atlend'

.career,

Raitz was named sec-
ond team ali-state and first
team AlI-OVAC,

Jack, who plans to
attend West Virginin, is.
the son of Brian and-

@

Christa Raitz.
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Ohio linemen selected for OVAC Game -

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports qutor

MARTINS FERRY — High
schoel football always seems to
boil down to line play. ;

Regardless if it's regular sea-
son or an all-star gafie, being
able to: win the game in the
trenches is paramount.

Ohio head coach Karl Justus is
certainly aware of ‘that and
believes his squad will be more
than ready up front for the annual
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star
Football Game, which is slated
for Murtins Ferry’s Dave Bruney
Football Complex two weeks

from tonight. - )
*Qur offensive and defensive

lines shouild be good,” Justus

said. “We have some big kids
who can seem to. all move well.
We have guys who are good at
pass and run blocking. Plus,
they're all fairly versatile and can
play a lot of different positions up
front.” o

Here’s a cgpsule look at the
players; o

TERRY ADKINS, Beaver
Local — This former Beaver
shined at defensive end for thqn
head coach Jeremy McElroy’s

team.
The 6-2, 248 pounder record-

¢d 88 pancake blocks cluring_his
Senior season en route to third-

team all-Ohio honors. ‘He was a
first-team all-Eastern District
pick and also named a

- Columbiana County All-Star.

- Terry, who plans on attending

Thiel College, is the son of Kim

and Dave Gauley, - )
BEN DAYVIS, Toronto — This

" former Red Knight was a two-

way standout for Coach Eric
Meek’s team, shining at tackle.

On the defensive side, the 6-2,
220 pounder recorded 41 tackles,
1.5 sacks and recovered a fumble,

Davis was named to the Quad
County All-Star Team.

Ben, who is the son of Doug
Davis and Lisa Feist, plahs to

west Liberty, is the son of
Amanda Baker,

TREY ELERICK, St..

Clairsville — This former
Red Devil anchored the
offensive line for Coach
Brett McLean's team.

A three-year starter at
center, the 5-11, 185
pounder averaged a 90 per-
cent grade. He also served!
as the long snapper.

Elerick was named all-
OVAC, all-Valley, all-Epst-
ern District and was twice
named Hog of the Year

Award winner. _

_Along with footbill,’
+ Elerick shined in track and
field, was a member of the
National Honor Society and
wis Vice President of the
French Club.

Trey, who plans to attend
Ohio State University, is
the son of Diane Elerick
and the late Sean Elerick,

MASON LADYGA,

River — This former Pilot
was a mainstay along the
offensive and defensive
lines for Coach Mike Flan-
nery’s team.

The 6-2, 235 pounder
was 1 four-year starter on
both lines. He finished with
44 tackles, 10 solo tackles
and 34 assists, Five of
those went for a loss.

Ladyga’s fine season was
2 first-team all-OVAC, all-
Eastern District and special
mention all-Ohio selection.

Along with football,
Ladygn was a member of
the National Honor Society,
he volunteered at the Bel-

Board and a member of the
Art and Spanish Club,
Mason, who plans to
attend Belmont College, is
the son of Doug and Lea
Ladyga, o
LUKE MATUSIK,
River — This two-way
Standout put forth a brilliant
final campaign ~ and
career — for Flannery's
Pilots, T ‘
The 6-2, 205 pounder
recorded 67 tackles, inciud-
ing 29 solos, He had 10
sacks and 19 tackles for
loss. He graded out at 91.
percent from his left tackle
spot. ‘ :
Matusik was recognized
as all-OVAC, all-Eastern

District, all-Ohio honorable .

mention and won the indi-
vidual top honor at the Big
Cat Lineman Challenge,

Matusik was also a dele-
gate to Buckeye Boys State,

Luke, who pians to
attend- Belmont College to
study welding, is the son of
Mike and Shawna Matusik.

DONNIE MEADOWS,
Shadyside — This former
Tiger was a mainstay on both
sides of the line for Coach
Mark Holenka’s Tigers,

The 6-3, 280 pounder
posted 143 career tackles
and graded out at 93 per-
cent as a senior along the
offensive line.

Twice, Meadows was
named all-OVAC. He was g
second-team all-Ohio pick
as a senior and was also
first-team all-Eastern Dis-
trict and ail-Times Leader.

Don and Amanda Mead-
ows, is undecided about his
future plans. .

FREDDIE PLUM, East
Liverpool — This former
Potter was a standout along
the defensive line for Coach
Josh Ludwig’s squad.

The 6-6, 265 poupder
posted 192 tackles, includ-
ing 45 for loss, He also had
14 sacks, three fumble
recoveries and four forced
fumbles during his career,

Plum was named to the
Quad County All-Star
Team and was a Blocks of
Granlte nominee.

Freddie, who plans to

attend West Virginia State, .

is the son of Molly Moffett
and Nate Moffett.

SAM ROBINSON, Indi-
an Creek — This former
Redskin was a two-way
force for Coach Andrew
Connor’s squad last season,

The 6-0, 240 pounder
was named first-team all-
Eastern District and special
mention all-Ohio,

Robinson is also & mem-
ber of the National Honor
Society, Key Club and 4H.

Sam, who plans to attend

‘West Virginia University, is

the son of David and Julie
Robinson,
BRENTON STULL,

.Harrison Central — This

former Huskie played a
bevy of positions along the
line for Coach Justin Krop-
ko'steam. -

The 5-11, 245 pounder
lettered four times and was

named all-Eastern District '

team all-Ohio and served as
a team captain.

. Along with football, Stult
was a standout in wrestling,
too,

Brenton, who plans to
attend Thiel College, is the
son of Brian and Suzanne
Stull.

DOM  WALLACE,
Mattins Ferry — This for-
mer Purple Rider played
both ways exceptionally

‘well for Coach Dave

Bruney’s team.

The 6-0, 290 pounder
was a two-way tackle for
the Riders and earned sev-
eral post-season honors, 4

Wallace was also an all-
Ohioan in wrestling, plac-
ing third in the OHSAA’s
state wrestling tournament
at 285 pounds. .

Dom, whao plans to
attend Kent State Tus-
carawas to wrestle, is the
son of Shawna Waits,

KYLE WILSON, Buck-

eye Trail — This former

Warrior shined on both
sides of the ball for Coach
Donnie Kerns’ team,

The 5-11, 260 pounder

was a leader on the offep- -

sive line from his guard
spot and defensively he
logged 24 tackles, includ-
ing nine for loss from his
defensive tackle spot,

Wilson was named SeC-
ond-team Eastern District
and first-team PVC, He was
a honorable mention all-
OVAC Class 3A pick.

Kyle is the son of Brinn
and Vicki Wilson,

——————

attend Pittsburgh Technical Col-
lege. )

JACK DAVIS, Martins Ferry
— This former Purple Rider
caused opposing offenses all sorts
of problems from his defensive
end position.

Thpg 6-2, 205 pounder posted
45 tackles, 6.5 sacks and broke
up six passes. He also saw time at
tight end, making eight catches
for 140 yards and a touchdown.

Davis was a third-team all-
Ohican, all-OVAC, all-Eastern
.District and all Times Leader
selection. He was also one of the
Five Blocks of Granite,
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