
Iiterully lost count 
The two former Maroon Knights won't 

forget their latest - and Inst - hookup 
probably ever. 

With just nine seconds on the clock in Sat­
urday night's 72nd annual OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game, Rine rolled 
out and found Burkhalter open along the 
sideline for an 8-yard touchdown to lift West 
Virginia to u thrilling 20-13 victory against 
Ohio inside a jam-pucked Dave Bruney 

··1 cton ·t even KitOW now co oescnoe me 1ee1-
ing ... it's just amazing," Burkhalter said. "I am 
at u loss for words right now." 

West Virginia's defense set up the game­
winning touchdown by hopping on an Ohio 
fumble after the Buckeye State had knotted the 
game at 13 and then forced a quick three-and­
out. 

After the Mountaineer offense had struggled 

See CENTRAL, Page I 3 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Wheeling Central and West Virginia quarterback Isaac Rine looks 
to make a pass downfield during the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game. 

W.Va. All-Stars 
Stun Ohio, 20-13 

Photo by Alex Kozlowskl 
Magnolia and West Virginia running back 
Chase Street scrambles In for a touch­
down during the OVAC All-Star game . 

Magnolia's 
Street Is 
Voted MVP 
Ran for two touchdowns, 
82 yards on 16 carries 

By CODY TOMER 
Starr Writer 

MARTINS FERRY -The Annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Gurne is a tradition 
young football players in the Ohio Valley 
have witnessed and dreamed about growing 
up. 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Left, Bishop Donahue and West Virginia wide receiver J.C. Custer looks for an opening during the OVAC 
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Right, Weir and West Virginia running back Cody Enriettl attempts to 

For Magnolia and West Virginia running 
back Chase Street, that dream came true in a 
big way during the 72nd edition of the contest 
as he wa.s voted the Most Valuable Player of 
the game. 

"This is an undescribable feeling," Street 
said. "l've always dreamt of playing in this 
game. I've seen all the guys that I look up to 
play in it and it is great. I um overwhelmed." 

Behind an offensive line that paved the way 
for him all night, Street ran for two touch­
downs and 82 yards on 16 carries, an average 
of 5.1 yards a carry. 

"Winning the MVP is just part of the game 
but this line is the real MVP," Street said. 
"These guys did an outstanding job and we 
were running right up the middle against some 
of the best guys in the slate of Ohio and we 
were running it down their throals. These guys 
are great." 

break a tackle during a run. 

Mountaineers score 
winning TD with three 
seconds remaining 

By JOSH STROPE 
Sports Editor 

MARTINS FERRY - Call it u little bit of 
redempLion. 

West Virginia's John Burkhalter didn't have his 
best day Saturday night during the 72nd annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Football Game. 

The all-state receiver was plogued by uncharacter­
istic drops, including a few that were guaranteed 

ai touchdowns. 
Still. when the game was one the line. there was no 

question who the ball was going to. 
The Wheeling Central connection of quarterback 

Isaac Rine and his favorite target, Burkhulter, hooked 
up on an 8-yard touchdown strike with three seconds 
remaining to give West Virginia u thrilling 20-13 
victory against Ohio at the Dave Bruney Football 
Complex. 

West Virginia coach John Durdincs of 
Bishop Donahue was thrilled to have a 
weapon at the tailback position all night and 
even when Street went down with a stinger, he 
was chomping at the bit to get buck into the 
action. 

• "This feels great," Burkhalter said. ,,,_·\\: •tt'k: 1i' •·~""','l.:'!l"J'ff'..:J.l!l!;.-
il"'. 1·tt,t~rlf1t'¼~t~~f~'" .. ~, "I have been coming here for so many years and 

"We were able to get some pushes as far us 
run blocking and Chase just had an unbeliev­
able game," Durdines said. 

--,...c,,. ,_., seen the reaction from other \Vest Virginia teams when 

See STREET, Page 14 

"·~-· they took lhe 'W' and that is exactly what I wanted. 

Wheeling Park and West Virginia wide receiver Maezl 
Mosby runs the ball during the OVAC All-Star Game. See ALL-STARS, Page I 4 

Martins Ferry Proves Quality All-Star Venue 
MARTINS FERRY - Wheeling 

Island Stadium is home to the annual 
OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football 
Game. 

But it is nice to have an alternate site 
that is up to the task when need be. The 
Dave Bruney Football Complex acquit­
ted itself in sparkling fashion Saturday 
night serving us u substitute for a stadi­
um undergoing major repairs. 

The venue change proved a blessing. 
Despite rainy and oft-times stormy 

conditions, Purple Rider Stadium was 
packed. Having u covered grandstand 
that can accommodate some 3,000 funs 
proved u major factor for the large 
turnout 

The open side was also filled ~----~ 
from end-to-end, seating 
another 2,000-plus partisans. 
Total attendance figures, 
nlthough not released us of yet 
will likely reach 6,000. 

Last year's game on a dry 
but sauna-like Saturday night 
was played in front of fewer 
than 4,000 fans on the Island. 

Any pre-game concerns 
about the Purple venue's abili­
ty to host the all-star contest 

BUBBA 
KAPRAL 

failed to materialize. There was Executive 
ample parking while the Sports Editor 
McDonald's All-Star Band and ~----­
the Queen of Queens contest-

.. 

ants nlso had plenty of room. 
"l um quite pleased with how 

things went tonight," Game 
Director Bob Koch said. 
"Everything went well. The 
Martins Ferry people did a great 
job.'' 

OVAC Executive Secretary 
Tom Rutaiczak wa.s also upbeat 
with how the Purple-bused pro­
ceedings played out 

"Things went seamlessly. The 
Martins Ferry officials were 
wonderful to work with," 
Rataiczak said. 

"They should be ~roud of 
how things went. This is u gar-

geous football facility." 
While the Martins Ferry community 

delivered in nll-star fashion, don't look 
for u return to the Duve Bruney Complex 
anytime soon. OV AC officials have no 
plans on another trip to the Purple City 
m the near future. 

I would propose bringing the game 
back to Martins Ferry every three or 
four years. 

The Ferry braintrust hus proven it is 
up to the task and it would be a nice 
change of pace. Moreover, the smaller 
stadium yielded a more electric atmos­
phere. 

See KAPRAL, Page I 4 
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LL-STARs-----------
,n11nuet1 from Page 11) 
Before that I made a 
pie drops aad that got in 
head a little bit Coming 
Nn the stretch I told 
self 'it was going to 
ne down to you.' I told 

other fellow receivers 
: Chris (Brooke's Yachi­
that it is going to come 

NU to the wide receivers. 
new this time I had to 
ke the catch." 
With the game tied at i 3-
aad Ohio with the ball, a 
led pitch from Meadow­
iok s Konnor Roberts 
·ned into a loose ball. 
Im Marshall's Jacob 
rekes came up with it for 
,st Virginia on the Buck­
,s 29. 
With four minutes on the 
ick, the Mountaineers 
:d a heavy dose of Mag­
lia's Chase. Street and 
eir's Cody Enrietti to 
.lk the clock to the final 
:onds. 
West Virginia almost 
,ughed up the ball, but 
ne was able to recover a 
mble aad give the Moun­
ineers time for one final 
lick play with eight sec­
ids on the clock. 
Rine took the shotgun 

IRP, rolled to his right and 
,und Burkhalter at the edge 
f the end zone for the 
une-winning score. 
"We ran a double nickel 

,ere with John aad Chris 
·achini running 12-yard 
omeback routes," West 
'irginia coach John Dur­
ines said. "We told Isaac to 
ave an internal clock 
ecause you have to get rid 
,fit. He made a helluva 
,ass aad John made a a hel­
uva catch. 

"(Despite the drops) I had 
10 problem going back to 
ohn. I played against him 
'or four years. Trust me, I 
~ame-planned for him, 
,couted him enough. We 
Here going to keep throw­
ng him the rock. We knew 
1e would be there when we 
1eededhim." 

Burkhalter finished with 
five catches for 63 yards 
and a score. 

Ohio ~ot the scoring 
started with a 22-yard run 
on a reverse by Buckeye 
Trai.l's Carter Streiff in the 
first quarter. 

On the first play of the 
second quarter, Street went 
in from 9 yards to tie it at 6-
6. 

The Mountaineers took 
their first lead as Street 
found the end zone again, 
this time from 25 yw:ds as 
he bounced off the line, 
raced down the sideline aad 
beat an Ohio defender to the 
pylon. , 

Street finished witn a 
gaa1e-high 82 yards rushing 
to earn the Most Valuable 
Player award. 

Ohio seemed to grab the 
momentum in the fourth 
quarter, using an I I-play, 
68-yard drive that ended 
with Steubenville's Ia.Jen 
McGhee scoring on a run up 
the naiddle to tie it at 13-13. 

West Virginia went three­
and-out on the ensuin~ pos­
session and gave Oh10 the 
chaace to drive for a game­
winning score. 

Two plays later cnme the 
lone Ohio turnover. 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Steubenville and Ohio running back Jalen McGhee 
runs the ball as Tyler Consolidated and West Virginia 

linebacker Tyler Anderson moves In for a tackle. 

Photo by Alex Koz1owsk1 

Meadowbrook and Ohio quarterback Kenner Roberts 
makes a play Saturday mght during the OVAC Rudy 

Mumley All•Star Football Game. 

"Shoulda, couldn, woul- coaching staff aad its play­

da," Ohio coach Kari Justus ers. The coaches started the 

said. "Kids gave great effort game wearing the tradition­

and (West Virginia) just al blue polo shirts for West 

made one more play then Virginia. At halftime, all the 
we did. They made it when coaches came out wearing 
they needed it We helped green Bishop Donahue 

them out a lot with penalties shirts. 
aad missed assignments, but "Coaches wanted to do 

they made a great play it," Durdines said. "It meant 

down in the end zone and something to them. It was a 

that was that sign of respect and solidari-
" A blocked punt, a ty. It was something the 

blocked PAT, a fumble. A kids waated them to do. If 

lot of mistakes that hardly you heard the chant at the 

ever happen. Take those end, the chant was 'Bishop 

away and maybe, who Donahue.' They understand 
knows?" it is a tough situation for us 

Gurne Note aad the kids with what hap-
■ Much bas been made pened to us, but what n way 

of this being the last game to shine a little light on 

for the Bishop Donahue Bishop foronce." 

STREET 
(Continued from Page U) 

"He is a tough kid. He 
took a stinger out there but 
just kept waatipg to go back 
in. The kid is Just excited to 
get back to running the foot­
ball. He was so excited 
about the opportunity to 
carry the ball here and he 
made the most of his car­
ries." 

Ohio jumped on the board 
in the first but Street took 
over the game in the second 
quarter, rushin~ for a 9-yard 
touchdown to tie the game nt 
6-6 and a spectacular 25-
yard touchdown run to give 
the Mountaineers a 13-6 
lead. 

"There were holes every­
where for me," Street said. 
''These guys are incredible. I 
am so proud of my team, my 
coaches aad everybody here. 

KAPRAL 

Huts off to the Ohio team. 
They fought like crazy aad it 
was n great game." 

The offensive line opened 
the holes for Street to char&e 
through and West Virginia 
iinemaa Travis Lowther of 
Weir had one ~oal in naind. 

"We were Just paving the 
way for Street," Lowther 
said. "We have been grind­
ing in the off season and once 
we got here, we just applied 
what we already had -a!on& 
with Coach Durdines 
offense. It was n great expe­
nence. 

"These kids are really 
skilled aad it was aa honor 
playing with them. I Jove 
every one of them." 

Along with Durdines • 
offensive schemes, the 
offensive line coach, 
Howard Stamp, was 

(Continued from Page 11) ■ The McDonald's 

It is nice to have quai.lty All-Star Baad is amazing. 
options. Year-in aad year-out the 

GAME NOTES band produces tremendous 
■ A.I Glitch did a master- routines on just a few days 

ful job serving a public of practice. 
address announcer. ■ Koch and Rataicznk 
■ Chase Streets of Mag- did yeoman's work Satur-

nalia earned game MVP day, turning in at least 14-
honors. You could also have hour work days. 
made a case for Wheeling The game did have a few 
Centra.l QB Isaac Rine. low-lights: 
■ No school produces ■ An Ohio player quit on 

Queen of Queens winners his team during the game 
like Wheeling Park. Kelly aad exited the stadium; 
McCardle became the latest ■ A small but short-lived 

Patriot to gain the coveted skirmish between a haadful 
crown Saturday night of players took place fol-

extremely proud of the way 
the men up front plowed the 
way for the MVP. 

"They did n great job," 
Staa,p said. ''Trying to get 
kids from all different 
schools to play together as a 
team is tough in a week's 
time. These kids really got 
along well together and they 
gelled. 

''These are tough kids aad 
I will remember how great 
these kids were and how fun 
it was being with these 
couches for the last time. 
The OV AC AU-Star Game 
is a special thing becnuse of 
them aad I'm sure the Ohio 
coaches feel the same way 
about their kids." 

Collectively, the West 
Virginia offense ran for 95 
yards in big part to Street 
and the offensive line. 

lowing the game's final 
play. 
■ I am a passionate Bish­

op Donahue supporter aad 
not happy with its short­
sighted closure. However, 
the West Virginia assistant 
coaches chaaged attire at 
halftime, sporting Bishop 
Donahue coaching shirts 
a.Iler internaission, despite 
being advised not to by 
game officials. A better trib­
ute would have been for the 
West Virginia players to 
adorn their heirnets with a 
Bishops' decal aad no other 
emblem. 

+ 



CENTRAL-----------------
. (Continued from Page 11) 

to move the ball, Rine and Burkhal­
ter were in sync on the final drive, 
which was a short field. 

West Virginia drove to the Ohio 
8-yard line and then nearly had a 
clock mishap before a time out wus 
called. 

"I knew we were going to sling it 
from the get-go (on the final drive), 
but they were stacking the second­
ary, so we were able to run the ball 
effectively," Rine suid. "As soon as I 
got the play call and Ohio called 
time out as if they knew we were 
going to try to go to John, I knew we 
had it at that point. We just had to 
execute it." 

Coming back to the huddle, Rine 
and Burkhalter just glanced at each 
other, knowing that the opportunity 
was there. 

"I gave Isaac that look like, 'it's 
just me and you. Throw me the ball 
and I'll catch it,"' Burkhalter said. 
~ According to Burkhalter, the route 
was a 12,yard come back. 

"Obviously, we had a short field, 
so I had to cut it off early and bring 
it back toward Isaac," Burkhalter 
said. "\Ve ran it in prnctice and I did 
well, so I just stuck to it." 

Rine and Burkhalter had some 
near misses earlier in the game, too. 
Rine threw the ball 21 times and 
Burkhalter was targeted on some 15 
of those. 

"We were connecting (like we did 
in high school) in practice all week 
and were on the same page, but we 
did this two-minute drill and when it 
came down the stretch, I had a feel­
ing that we'd make a play." 

Rine finished 8-of-21 for 73 
yards with Burkha1ter cutching five 
of those completions for 63 yards. 

For Rine, winning was great and 
the manner in which West Virginia 
won was even better. But, the best. 
part for the future Marietta Pioneer 
baseball player was winning it for 
the Bishop Donahue coaching staff, 
which was coaching together for the 
final time. 

"I couldn't imagine my school 
closing and my dad (Jason) and my 
uncle (Mike Young) not being able 
to coach together again," Rine said. 
"I can only imagine how rough this 
is. This is my Inst football game and 
that's hard enough." 

Burkhalter, who listed the game­
winner as one of the top achieve­
ments of his impressive prep sports 
career, also acknowledged how spe­
cial it was to win for the Donahue 
staff. 

"I was doing it for the coaches 
because all I wanted to do was my 
part to help send them out on top," 
Burkhalter said. 

The end of the night became emo­
tional for many of the West Virginia 
players, including Rine. And it had 11i'"' 
very little to do with the outcome. 

"You show up on Saturday, check ~~;.:;t,:ti ...__ ~•. • 
in and you barely know any of these • '.~..zi.~~...., - , ...... , •• \ 

1
,p~•i.;'., 

guys," Rine said. "Now, we're a,U Photo by A!~x K~zlowski 
brot~ers and none of us want th ,_s West Virginia's John Burkhalter, of Wheeling Central, 
,~eek to be over. Endmg the w~y !,t looks to haul in a pass while Ohio's Zach Bigelow, of 
did Just makes 11 even more special. St. Clairsville, covers. 

Venut,---~-----­
continued from Page 81 

ple did a great job.' 
OV AC Executive Secretary Tom Rataiczak was also 

up?"at_with how the Purple-based proceediogs played out 
'Things went seamlessly. The Martins Ferry official; 

were wonderful to work with," Rataiczak said. "The 
i~i~fll ~ii~;j. of how things went. This is a gorgeour . 

While the ,Martins Ferry community delivered in all-star 
ffhion, don t look for a return to the Dave Bruney Com­
p exthanytlme soon. OV AC officials have no plans on 
ano er tnp to the Purple City in the near future 

F 
I would propose bringing the game back to Martins 

erry every thre_e or four years. ni~ F:rry bramtrust has proven it is up to the task and it 
wou_ . e_ a mce change of pace. Moreover the smalJer 
stad1~m _yielded a more electric atmosphere. ' 

It 1s ntce to have quality options. 
BUBBA'S GAME BITS 

AL GLITCH did a masterful job serving a public address announcer. 
CHASE STREETS of Magnolia earned game MVP hon­

ors. You could_also have made a case for Wheeling Ce -
tra1 QB Isaac Rme. n 
NO SCHOOL produces Queen of Queens winners like 

Wheding Park. Kelly McCardle became the latest Patriot 
to gam the coveted crown Saturday night. 
THE McDONALD'S All-Star Band is amazing. Year-in 

J
~~dt Y;Ur-odut thefband _produces tremendous routines on = a ,ew ays o practice. 
i::ocH AND Rataiczak did yeoman's work Saturday 

mmg m at least 14-hour work days ' 
THE GAME did have a few low-lights: 
AntedOhiho pla:rer quit on bis team during the game and 

cx1 t e stadtum; 
A small but short-lived skirmish between a handful of 

players took place following the game's final play 
I am a pas~ionate Bishop Donahue supporter· and not 

h~ppy :,-'1th its short-sighted closure. However, the West 
VIrg!ma a_ss1stant coaches changed attire at halftime 
sportmg B_tshop. Donahue coaching shirts after intermis'. 
~on, de_sp1te bemg advised not to by game officials A 

tter IIibute would have been for the West Vir inia i' 
ersth to adorn their helmets with a Bishops' de!a1 aid af~ 
o eremblem. 
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OVAC punishes W.Va. all-star coaches 
• Staff's pay docked 
after it changed into 
BD shirts at halftime 

The official ruling came Monday when in its last game since the school ls being 
Game· Director Bob Koch ,---=:---, closed. 
delivered the coaching staff's "We felt there needed to be 

it and it meant something to them " Dur­
dines said mornents after the game. :.It was 
no disrespect to the OV AC. It was a sign 
of respect and solidarity (to Bishop Don­
ahue). The kids wanted and begged them 
to do it because they understand. It's a 
tough situation. It was a way to shine a lit­
tle light on Bishop Donahue." 

payment to West Virginia head some penalty since they were 
coach John Durdines. told not to and they did any-

'l'he OVAC docked the way," Koch said. "Some 
coaches' pay after the West believed that they shouldn't By SETH STASKEY 

Times Leader Sports Editor Virginia coaching staff - have been paid at all." 
despite being told not to by Each staff is paid $1,800 

MARTINS FERRY ~ The Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference docked West Vir­
ginia's coaching staff $300 of its financial 
share from Sunday's 72nd annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Game. 

conference. officials - and how it's divided up 
chang~ out of its game-issued amongst the staff is up to the 

The West Virginia staff coached the 
first half in the navy blue shirt that was 
provided, but changed for the second half. 
Durdines, however, continued to wear his coaching shirt and into Bishop coaches. West Virginia 

Donatjue motif to honor the received $1,500 of its share. 
school, which was taking part "The coaches wanted to de See, OVAC, Page 82 

INSIDE 
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OVAC pays· rest of stipend to W.Va. coaches 
• Part of fee had been withheld after staff changed shirts at halftime of all-star game 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

penalized it 
The West.Virginia staff was 

docked the money because it 
went against conference orders 
and changed shirts at halftime of 
Saturday night's 72nd annual 
game to honor Bishop Donahue, 
which has been closed. 

original decision wasn't intended 
to cause that. But, it did and we 
felt moving forward that this 
was. the b.est thing to do. I 
honestly did not think (the 
original decision) would 

possibility of his staff wearing 
Bishop Donahue shirts in the sec-

week I had with the young men, 
culminating with a thrilling victo­
ry. I was sad for the OVAC. It is 
the best conference, but in order 
to remain the best they are going 
to put the (players, coaches and 
officials) who make it the best 
their priority.•! no longer have a 
dog in the fight, but I love high 
school sports and I want to see 
(the OVAC) continue to thrive." 

MARTINS FERRY - The 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
backtracked on its decision to 
withhold $300 from the West 
Virginia coaching staff Tu~sday 
afternoon. 

ond half since it would he the 
final time the staff was 

create the furor that i 
did." 

The OV AC issued bo 
staffs a coaching shirt, 
which it intended to b 

together and to pay one 
final homage to the 
·chool where they 
oached and many 

attended. The OV AC 
denied that request, but 
the Mountain State coach­

es opted to do it anyway. 
"It was never about the 

Just 24 hours removed from 
docking the West Virginia staff, 
OV AC Executive Secretary Tom 
Rataiczak and Rudy Muml_ey All­
Star Game Director Bob Koch 
met in the OV AC office' and 

'jointly agreed to pay the CQaches 
the remaining money that it ·had 

As news of the withholding 
spread Monday, a firestorm came 
with it as social media took off. 
The majority of people who 
spoke out chastised the confer­
ence's stance. 

"We made a decision to return 
the money to because of the 
uproar," Rataiczak said. "Our 

worn to all activities dur­
ing the week as well as the 
game. 

However, West Virginia head 
coach John Durdines approached 
the OV AC officials about the 

money and it's a shame it had to 
go down like it did," Durdines 
said via text message. ''This never 
affected me or the incredible 

Though West Virginia received 
its full $1,800 stipend, Rataiczak, 
Koch and the entire Mumley 
Game committee plan to meet in 
the corning weeks to discuss the 

See, OVAC, Page 82 
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June 25, 2017 

QVAC All-Star grid rosters set 
By ~ETH:STASKEY 

;T,mes·Leader Sports Editor 

MARTINS FERRY - The venue is set. 
And now the rosters are set 

It's full, steam ahead, at this point,. for 
the 72nd annual OV AC Rudy Mumley 
Ali-Star Charity Football Classic, which 
will •kick off at 7: IS p.m. orr Saturday, 
July 22 at Martins Ferry's Dave Bruney 
Football Complex. 

Barring late scratches and/or changes, 
both Ohio head coach Karl Justus and 
West Virginia head coach John. Durdines 
have fmalized their rosters and are now 

awaiting the opening of the week-long 
camp, which will be held once again at 
Bethany College, starting on July 15. 

DURD~S earned the right to guide 
the Mountain State for the first time in his 
career after his Bishop Donahue squa.d fin­
ished 6-4 and won the Class. IA confer­
ence title. Though he knew it was the 
small-school class' turn·to cpach,he didn't 
realize at the end of last season that it 
would be the final time he represents the 
Bishops. 

Tl)e Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 
opted to close the school at the end of the 
recently completed academic year. 

"Anytime you get to coach in this game 
It's a huge honor, but it definitely has more 
meaning for me and my staff because it 
turns out that it will be our last game 
together and representing Bishop Don­
ahue," Durdines said. 'We earned this by 
winning the OV AC, which I like most 
about it." 

As a competitor, Durdines has never 
stepped foot on a football field not wanting 
to win. 

Next month's clash will be no different, 
but he admits that there arc "a few more 
Jogs on the fire" of motivation. 

See, OVAC, Page 83 



Robert "Bubba" 
Kapral 
Executive Sports Editor 

eamwor y,e s 
smooth OVAC 
game relocation 

MARTINS FERRY - The OV AC Rudy 
Mum_ley All-Star G~me has long been 
associated with Wheelmg Island Stadium. 

Conference officials, however, were 
forced to move out of their comfort zone 
with the game's venue this time around. 
That was a result of a stadium in need of 
some major repairs, likely closing the 
facility until October. 

The Martins Ferry School District made 
a supcessful pitch to serve as the alternate 
site, winning out over several' other suit­
ors. Saturday night's game at the Dave 
Bruhey Football Complex marked Just the 
third time the OV AC all-star clash has 
been played off the Island. 

The move across the Ohio River played 
out seamlessly, due to solid teamwork 
cooperation and communication by 
OV AC officials and the Ferry administra-
tion. . 

"Coach Kim (Appolloni), Coach Dave 
(Bruney) and I have met with Tom 
Rataiczak and Game Director Bob Koch 
on several occasions. We also have met 
with city officials including Mayor Kra­
jnyak, Chief John MacFarland, Water 
Superintendent Bill Suto, EMS Coordina­
tor Dave Snyder and Fire Chief Mike 
Cooper to make sure everything was in 
place," Martins Ferry Schools Superin­
tendent Jim Fogle said. "The event is 
extremely large and it's an awesome way 
to showcase the talents of our students in 
the OV AC. Coach Kim has been the main 
cog for the organization of this production. 
. "Todd Yoder and myself put some time 
mto this event, but Coach Kim has worked 
tirelessly with the OV AC brass to make it 
a memorable night for the participants. 
She bas also organized several volunteers 
to work game night," he added. 

"Mr. Yoder and I have overseen many 
updates to the Dave Bruney Football 

C<;Jmij/~,.,anging from th_ e .. t"_'"', repl_ace-, 
ment/jill(1111.,nolnF· nhn1( ,.,"M• · 

d pd
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an u ates·to-Sorrie of'the restr!loml! ·, he 
added. 'It's been quite sometime s'ince 
we•v~ done any updates to the stadium. 
The cooperation between the OV AC the 
city and our school officials has been 
tremendous." , 

F?gle's thoughts are echoed by Appol­
loru. 

"Bob_ Koch and Rat have this game down 
to a science. The amount of time and ener­
gy th€:y have placed into this event is mind 
boggling. They have guided us along the 
way. Basically we have turned our com­
plex over to them and will provide the 
manpower to hopefully pull it off" Appol­
loni said. "We could not have done this 
-.yithout the support of the city administra­
tion and Larry Deaton, who as always, is 
the backbone of the boosters support. Mr 
Fogle, Mr. Yoder and Coach Dave hav~ 
spent a tremendous amount of man hours 

making sure the facility looks top-notch 
The ~omplex has undergone a complet~ 
facelift with new turf, painting and asphalt 
work and our new scoreboard. 

"We are so excited and honored to be 
able t_o host the all-star game. It is a long­
sta~dmg Ohio Valley tradition. Basically 
it kicks off the start of football in the val­
ley, and. football is so important to the 
commumties up and down the river and 
~roughout our entire area," she offered. 
We are so fortunate here in Martins Ferry 

to b~v.e the support from not only our 
adm1mstratlon but also from the entire 
city." 

Rataiczak was praiseworthy with the 
efforts put forth by the Purple people to 
make such an immense relocation come to 
fruition. 

"To move a game such as this, with all 
the pieces needed to pull it off, is a monu­
mental and stressful undertaking. When 
you are used to having everything the 
same, everything in place, everything 
lined up, as we were so used to at Wheel­
ing Island, it's a challenge to say the least," 
the OV AC executive-secretary said. "That 
being said, Dave Bruney and Kim Appol­
loni have been unbelievable. Everything 
they could possibly do to smooth the tran­
sition, they've done. You have to realize 
that they are doing a lot of work at the 
field to get ready for their own season, 
work that would normally be stretched out 
for another month, so they are facing a 
huge task themselves to get ready for the 
game. 

"We are very grateful to the administra­
tion, board, police department, business, 
everyone who has been so willing to 
showcase their facility and their town,' 
Rataiczak said. "The conference Is truly 
blessed to have people like Ohio County 
and Martins Ferry so willing to pitch in 
and help out to make this game a special 
event for the kids." 

OVERBLOWN ISSUE 
SPEAKING OF the OV AC football 

See, OVAC, Page B4 
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"Bishop Donahue gave game is a way fo honor Trail; Brenton Stull, Harrison 
me an opportunity and it's n some of your seniors. How- Central; Max Tice, Toronto; 
h h h h d b R k h Dom Wallace, Martins Ferry; 

s ame·w at as appene ever, t e oc ·ets ave nary Kyle Wilson, Buckeye Trail; 
and how cowardly it hap- a player on the roster, but Canny Zdlnak, Toronto; Zana 
pened," Durdines said. ul Justus pointed out one wns Zlmlsh; Steubenvllle 
owe everything I am to chosen and elected not to WEST VIRGINIA 
B · h D h Th play Jordan Allen, Weir; Tyler 

1s op onu ue. ey • Anderson, Tyler; Dylan Baker, 
g.ave me a chance and it The complete rosters ,are Wheeling Central; Hayden 
really upsets me for the as follows: Berry, Wheeling Park; John 
kids. I know the kids will OHIO • Burkhalter, Wheeling Central; 
h I d b 

Te~Adkins, Beaver Local; Dante earlier, Mor~antown; 
ea an move on, ut I Jesse all, Harrison Central·, Jc C t B- h h . . us er, 1s op one ue; 

also know how sad and Zach Bigelow, St. Clairsville; Alex Edgell, Brooka; Cody Enrl· 
upset they arc. So, I do Garth Charlton, Cambridge; ettl, Weir; Brant Freeland, 
have extra fuel for this Robert Coppa, Indian Creek; South; Adam Frisco, University; 

g
ame." Ben Davis, Toronto; Jack Gaga Giovengo, Llnsly;.Bran­

Davls, Martins Ferry; Trey Eler- don Hall, South; Hayden Hizer, 
Durdines will get to ick, St. Clairsville; Zack GIii, Paden City; Jimmy Hull, Bishop 

coach three of his own East Llverpool; Jarett Hooper, Donahue; Lander JBmes, 
players one more time, too. Monroe Central; Justyn Keyser, Cameron; Jacob Kerekes, John 

J
. H II J C C Bellalra; Dylan Kidder, East Liv· Marshall; Logan Kranis, Oak 
Immy u , . • • uster erpool·, Mason Ladyga, Riva· r·, GI T I L th W I en; rav s ow er, er; 

and Trey Miller will don Casey Lewis, Fort Frye; William Zack Martin, Unlvarslty; 
their B.D. helmet one more Lowe, Cambridge; Luke Michael Mealge, Wheeling 
time. Matusik, River; Austin Mayfield, Park; Trey Miller, Bishop Don-

"It's great that we get to East Liverpool; Jalen McGee, ahue; Michael MIiis, Weir; 
Steubenvme; Donnie MeadoWs, Jacob Murray, Llnsly; Peyton 

share (this game) with three Shadyside; Sean Millard, Buck• Powroznik, University; Jack 
of our own guys," Durdines eye Local; Drone Macie, Raitz, South; Jece Reed, Tyler; 
said. "And the three kids Steubenville; Fraddie Plum, Isaac Rine, Wheeling Central; 
we chose deserve to be on East Llverpool; Troy Pontius, Donovan Spencer, Weir; 

Buokeye Trell; Konnor Roberts, Michael Starcher, Cameron; 
this team, regardless of who Meadowbrook; Sam Robinson, Chase Street, Magnolia; Zach 
is coaching." Indian Creek; Cody Saksa, Torbett, Wheeling Perk; Chris 

Donahue isn't the only River; Carter Streiff, Buckeye Yachlnl, Brooke. 
school being represented in 1 

the game for the last time. 
Tyler Consolidated has 
withdrawn from the OV AC 
for the coming school year, 
so Tyler Anderson and Jace . 
Reed will represent the Sil- • 
ver Knights in their final 
soiree. 

Weir led the Mountain 
State roster with five selec­
tions. Wheeling Park, 
Wheeling Central, Parkers­
burg South and University 
join B.D. with a trio of 
players. 

"Choosing the roster is 
unhelievably tough," Dur­
dines said. "There are so 
many good kids who you 
can't take. And you have to 
play a game, so you can't 
just take 32 players. We 
have kids who excelled on , 
their teams, but there's just 
so much talent. We're very 
excited with the kids we 
have." 

JUSTUS was the head, 
coach at Conotton Valley • 
last season and by virtue of ! 
being the highest-finishing , 
Ohio school in Class IA, 
earned the right to guide the . 
Buckeye State. It's his first 
all-star game assignment. 

He won't be returning to 
the Rockets' sideline, how­
ever. He's accepted a posi­
tion as an assistant coach at 
Hocking College, which just 
started football two years 
ago. 
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• Before he shifted his 
focus to the collegiate level, 
he spent a lot of lime look­
ing at prep film to gauge 
which players to select for 
this summer's game. 

"Finding players wasn't 
tough," Justus said. "Elimi­
nating players was the 
toughest part. With so many 
good players in the Ohio 
Valley, narrowing it down 
to 32 players makes it really 
challenging." 

Justus represented 18 
schools with his selections 
and only one school (East 
Liverpool) received more 
than three bids. Other 
schools with three players 
chosen were River, Buckeye 
Trail, Toronto and 
Steubenville. The OVAC 
limits a school to three 
picks, but the Potters 
received a fourth because 
the kicker doesn't count 
toward the maximum num­
bers. 

Normally coaching the 
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W.Va. wins OVAC All-Star Gatne in final seconds 

Ohio's Garth Charlton (40) of Cambridge tangles 
with West Virginia's Jack Raitz (55), of Parkersburg 
South during the 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football Game at· Martins F.erry's Purple 
Rider Stadium on Saturday. 

By JEFF HARRISON 
The Daily Jeffersonian 

MARTINS FERRY - It 
came down to a roll of the 
dice in the final seconds 
and the Wheeling Central 
combination of Isaac Rine 
and John Burkhalter deliv­
ered a "seven", liftirlg West 
Virginia to a 20-13 victory 
over Ohio in the 72nd an­
nual OVAC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football Game 
played Saturday night at 

Martins 
Ferry's Pur­
ple Rider 
Stadium. 

When 
Ohio scored 
with 6:39" re­

maining to tie the score at 
13-13, it appeared the game 
could go to overtime for 
the first time ever, but a 
fumble by the Buckeye 
State squad with four min­
utes remaining set the 
West Vrrginians up at the 

Rachel Layton/ The Dally Jeffersonian/buyjeffphotos.com 
Ohio's Troy Pontius of Buckeye Trail (4) and 

Wllllam Lowe of Cambridge (6) work In tandem on 
defense during the 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football Game at Martins Ferry's Purple 
Rider Stadium on Saturday 

Ohio 30-year line with 4:48 
lo play. 

West Virginia went to 
work on the ground, with 
Magnolia's Chase Street 
and Weir's Cody Enrietti 
helping to advance the ball 
to the Ohio seven-yard line. 

A one-yard loss left West 
Vrrginla with a second-and­
goal at the elgb, but only 
eight seconds remained and 
while a field goal would 
have won the game, Coach 
John Durdines turned river­
boat gambler and opted for 
one more shot at a ID. 

Quarterback Rine and re­
ceiver Burkharlter deliv-

ered big-time, connecting 
on a 1D pass in the ex­
treme right of the end zone 
for the dramatic game-win­
ning score. Michael Mills of 
Weir added the PAT, and 
all that remained was the 
ensuing kickoff which 
ended the game. 

'Tm so happy for these 
kids ... they busted their 
butts all week," said West 
Virginia coach John Dur­
dines .They definitely de­
serve this win tonight. 

Ohio's Carter Streiff of Buckeye Ti-all (22) scores 
the game's first touchdown as West Virginia's Lance 
Collins of Llnsly (B) arrives too late during Saturday's 
72nd OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football game at 
Martins Ferry's Purple Rider Stadium. 

"I told these kids this 
was my last game as a head 
coach and I wouldn't want 
to do it with any other 
group of kids," he said. 'Tm 
not just talking about tal­
ent. The character and 
class of these kids is top­
notch." 

West Virginia has now 
won the annual mid-sum­
mer classic three years in a 
row and for the sixth time 
in the last eight years. Ohio 
still leads the overall series, 
43-28-1 including 28-17-1 
since the OVAC assumed 
sponsorship of the game in 
1972. 

Ohio opened the scoring 
at the 6:51 mark of the first 

quarter, with Buckeye 
Trail's Carter Streiff taking 
a reverse to the right side, 
executing a couple of nifty 
moves and scoring on a 20-
yard run. 

West Virginia's Tyler 
Anderson of Tyler Consoli­
dated blocked the PAT, hut 
Ohio was on top by a 6-0 
count. 

The Mountain State 
squad evened the count at 
6-6 on the first snap of the 
second period, with Mag­
nolia's Street tallying on a 
nine-yard run. A missed 

See Page B3 I Wins 
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Ohio's Kyle WIison (54) of Buckeye Trail waits from his defensive llne spot for 

West Virginia to snap the football the 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star 

Football Game at Martins Ferry's Purple Rider Stadium on Saturday. 

Ohio quarterback Konnor Roberts from 
Meadowbrook (14) looks to pass as West Vlrglnla's 
Jack Raitz of Parkersburg South (5) closes In during 
Saturday's 72nd OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football game at Martins Ferry's Purple Rider 
Stadium. 

' "' ',• 

. '25,_ 
; '', 



Rachel Layton/ The Daily Jeffersonian/buyjeffphotos.com 
Ohio's William Lowe of Cambridge (6) locks horns with West Virginia's Chris Yachlno of Brooke during the 

72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game at Martins Ferry's Purple Rider Stadium on 
Saturday. Also pictured ls Ohio's Luke Matusik from River (61 ). 

Wins 
From PageB1 

PAT left the game dead­
locked with 11:55 left in 
the first half, 

West Vrrginla moved in 
front 13-6 at the 3:43 junc­
ture of round number two, 
with Street again getting 
his second score of the 
night on a 25-yard TD run. 
Weir's Mills tacked on the 
extra-point. 

Ohio scored the equal­
izer in the fourth quarter 
thanks to a 12-play, 68-yard 
drive which featured a cou­
ple of solid runs by Fort 
Frye's Casey Lewis and a 
clutch seven-yard gainer by 
Cambridge's Garth Charl­
ton on a fourth-and-five at 
the West Virginia 12. 

Two plays later, 
Steubenville's Jalen 
McGhee followed Charlton 
up the middle for a 10-yard 
TD, with the point-after 
kick by East Liverpool's 
Dylan Kidder knotting the 
count at 13-all and setting 
the stage for exciting fin-

ish. Frye's Lewis added 31 on 
"Sboulda. .. coulda. .. woulda, '\he ground for Ohio. QBs 

offered Ohio coach Karl Austin Mayfield of East 
Justus. "The kids gave Liverpool and Konnor 
great effort; they just made Roberts of Meadowbrook 
one more play than we did. were just 3-of-8 combined 

"We helped them out a for 21 passing yards. 
lot with penalties and EXTRA POINTS 
missed assignments," he -After wearing their 
continued, "hut despite all West Vrrginia blue shirts in 
that it came down to a the first half, the coaching 
great play at the end." staff switched to their 

Rine completed 8-of-20 Bishop Donahue green 
passes for 7 4 yards with shirts at halftime as a tn'b­
one interception (by ute to their school which 
Toronto's Danny Zdinak) has closed its doors. 
for West Virginia, with - "The coaches wanted 
Burkhalter catching five to do it and the kids 
passes for 64 yards and the wanted them to do it," 
game-winner. said Coach Durdines. 

Streets finished with 16 "You could hear them 
carries for 82 yard and two chanting 'Bishop Don­
TDs, and he was named the ahue' at the end for us be­
game's MVP in an on-line cause they understand it's 
voting by the fans. a tough situation for us 

"Ohio got a lot of pres- and for the kids there, and 
sure on us and took us out what a way to shine a lit­
of our pass game," said tie light on the school 
Coach Durdines, "hut what toniirltt." 
a game Chase Street had. -Meadowbrook High 
He and Cody (Enrietti) got grad Kyle Roberts (brother 
us a lot of tough yards of Ohio QB Konnor 
tonight." Roberts) got a chance to 

Steubenvil!e's McGhee show off his pass, punt and 
gained 49 yards and Fort kick skills at the end of the 

first quarter. His attempt at 
a 45-yard field goal on the 
field where Lou 'The Toe' 
Groza once kicked came up 
a little ( or more accurately 
a lot) short. 

-The OVAC McDonald's 
All-Star Band once again 
put on a terrific perfor­
mance both in the pregame 
and halftime. 

-Wheeling Park's Kelly 
McCardle was crowned the 
2017 OVAC Queen of 
Queens. The first runner-up 
was Shadyside's Ashley Vis­
nic. 

--Officials at Martins 
Ferry did an outstanding 
job of hosting the game 
which was played outside 
of Wheeling Island Sta­
clium for only the third 
time. Purple Rider Sta­
clium looked resplendent 
with its newly-instalJed 
turf and scoreboard/mes­
sage board and everything 
appeared to run smoothly 
thanks to the efforts of 
Athletic Director Kim Ap­
polloni, Conch Dave 
Bruney and Superinten­
dent Jim Fogle along with 
countless others. 
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--OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game-­
Central Duo Connect One Final Time 
Rine, Burkhalter hookup 
in final seconds to secure 
victory for West Virginia 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intclllgencer 

MARTINS FERRY - Isaac Rine and 
John Burkhalter hooked up so many times in 
the Wheeling Central passing game that both 
literally lost count. 

The two former Maroon Knights won't 
forget their latest - and last - hookup 
probably ever. 

With just nine seconds on the clock In Sat­
urday night's 72nd annual OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game, Rine rolled 
out and found Burkhalter open along the 
sideline for an 8-yard touchdown to lift West 
Virginia to n thrilling 20-13 victory against 
Ohio Inside a jam-packed Dave Bruney 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Magnolia and West Virginia running back 
Chase Street scrambles In for a touch­
down during the OVAC All-Star game . 

Magnolia's 
Street Is 
Voted MVP 
Ran for two touchdowns, 
82 yards on 16 carries 

By CODY TOMER 
StalT Writer 

MARTINS FERRY -The Annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Gome is n tradition 
young football players in the Ohio Volley 
have witnessed ond dreamed about growing 
up. 

For Magnolia and West Virginia running 
back Chose Street that dream came true in a 
big way during the 72nd edition of the contest 
ns he wos voted the Most Valuable Player of 
the game. 

"This is an undescrlbable feeling," Street 
said. "I've always dreamt of ploying In this 
game. I've seen nll the guys that I look up to 
play in it ond it is great I nm overwhelmed." 

Behind on offensive line that paved the way 
for him nil night, Street ran for two touch­
downs and 82 yards on 16 carries, on average 
of 5. I yards a carry. 

"Winning the MVP is just part of the game 
but this line is the real MVP," Street said. 
"These guys did an outstanding job and we 
were running right up the middle against some 
of the best guys in the state of Ohio ond we 
were running it down their throats. These guys 
are great" 

West Virginia coach John Durdines of 
Bishop Donahue was thrilled to have a 
weapon at the tailback position all night ond 
even when Street went down with a stinger, he 
wos chomping at the bit to get back into the 
action. 

"We were able to get some pushes os faros 
run blocking ond Chose just had an unbeliev­
able game," Durdines said. 

See STREET, Page 14 

Football Complex. 
"I knew that John ond I, ofter a few of the 

miscues we had early on, were going to hove 
to make n play to win this game," Rine said 
moments after the clock turned to nil zeroes. 
"John and I ran that route to death in high 
school, so it worked out for us." 

Burkhalter, who caught five passes in the 
game, stood ond simply tried to take the whole 
thing in as his Mountaineer teammates cele­
brated ond posed for pictures. 

"I don't even know how to describe the feel­
ing ... it's just amazing," Burkhalter said. "I nm 
nt n loss for words right now." 

West Virginia's defense set up the game­
winning touchdown by hopping on on Ohio 
fumble after the Buckeye State hnd knotted the 
game at 13 ond then forced n quick three-ond­
out 

After the Mountaineer offense had struggled 

See CENTRAL, Page 13 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Wheeling Central and West Virginia quarterback Isaac Rine looks 
to make a pass downfield during the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game. 

W. Va. Al I-Stars 
Stun Ohio, 20-13 
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C. Custer looks for an opening during the OVAC 
st Virginia running back Cody Enrletti attempts to 

Mountaineers score 
inning TD with three 
econds remaining 

Dy ,JOSH STROPE 
Sports Editor 

MARTINS FERRY - Coll it a little bit of 
redemption. 

West Virginia's John Burkhalter didn't have his 
best day Saturday night during the 72nd annunl Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Football Game. 

The all-state receiver was plagued by uncharacter­
istic drops, including a few thut were guaranteed 
touchdowns. 

Still, when the game wos one the line, there was no 
question who the ball was going to. 

The Wheeling Central connection of quarterback 
Isaac Rine and his favorite target, Burkhalter, hooked 
up on on 8-yard touchdown strike with three seconds 
remaining to give West Virginia a thrilling 20-13 
victory against Ohio nt the Dave Bruney Football 
Complex. 

"This feels great," Burkhalter said. 
"I have been coming here for so many years and 

seen the reaction from other West Virginia teams when 
they took the ·w• ond that is exactly what I wanted. 

Wheeling Park and West Virginia wlda receiver Maezl 
Mosby runs the ball durlng the OVAC All-Star Game. See ALL-STARS, Page 14 
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AT LEFT: Ohio running back Carter Streiff 
runs through an attempted West Virginia 
tackle for a first down during the first half 
of Saturday's OVAC Rudy Mumlay All-Star 
Football Gama at Martins Ferry's Dave 
Bruney Football Complex. 
ABOVE: West Virginia's Gaga Glovengo Is 
stacked up by a host of Ohio tacklers dur­
ing Saturday's game. The West Virginia 
squad prevailed, 20--13. 

H Photos/ALEX KOZLOWSKI 

West Virginia takes down Ohio 
• Late TD pass sparks 
W. Va. past Buckeyes 
By JOSH STROPE 
For The Times Leader 

MARTINS FERRY - Call it a little bit 
of redemption. 

West Virginia's John Burkhalter didn't 
have his best day Saturday night during the 
72nd annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All­
Star Football Game. The all-state receiver 
was plagued by uncharacteristic drops, 
including a few that were guaranteed 
touchdowns. 

Still, when the game was one the line, 
there was no question who the ball was 
going to. 

The Wheeling Central connection of 
quarterback Isaac Rine and his favorite tar­
get, Burkhalter, hooked up on an 8-yard 
touchdown strike with three seconds 
remaining to give West Virginia a thrilling 
20-13 victory against Ohio at the Dave 
Bruney Football Complex. 

"This feels great," Burkhalter said. "I 
have been coming here for so many years 
and seen the reaction from other West Vir­
ginia teams when they took the •w• and 
that is exactly what I wanted. 

"Before that I made a couple drops and 
that got lo my head a little bit. Coming 
down the stretch I told myself 'it'was 
going to come down to you.' I told my 
other fellow receivers like Chris (Brooke's 
Yachini) that it is going to come down to 
the wide receivers. I knew this time I had 
to make the catch." 

Robert "Bubba" Kapral 
Executfve Sports Editor 

Ferry proves 
ideal all-star 
game venue 

MARTINS FERRY • Wheeling Island Stadi­
um is home to the annual OV AC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football Game. 

But it is nice to have an alternate site that is 
up to the task when need be. The Dave Bruney 
Football Complex acquitted itself in sparkling 
fashion Saturday night, serving as a substitute 
for a stadium undergoing major repairs. 
The venue change proved a blessmg. 
Despite rainy and oft-times stormy conditions, 

Purple Rider Stadium was packed. Having a 
covered grandstand that can accommodate some 
3,000 fans proved a major factor for the large 
turnout 

The open side was also filled from end-to-end, 
seating another 2,000-plus partisans. Total 
attendance figures, although not released as of 
yet, will likely reach 6,000. 
Last year's game on a dry but sauna-like Satur­

day mght was played in front of fewer than 
4,000 fans on the Island. 

Any pre-game concerns about the Purple 
venue's ability to host the all-star contest failed 
to materialize. There was ample parking while 
the McDonald's All-Star Band and the Queen of 
Queens contestants also had plenty of room. 

With the game tied at 13-13 and Ohio 
with the ball, a failed pitch from Meadow­
brook's Konnor Roberts turned into a loose 
ball. John Marshall's Jacob Kerekes came 
up with it for West Virginia on the Buck­
eyes 29. 

With four minutes on the clock, the WEST VIRGINIA punt return Maezl Mosby Is wrapped up by Ohio's 
Mountaineers used a heavy dose of Mag- Justyn Keyser during the first half of Saturday's annual OVAC Rudy 

Mumley All-Star Football Gama. The West Virginia all stars prevailed In 
See, LATE, Page B2 the game, 20-13. , 

"I am quite pleased with how things went 
tonight," Game Director Bob Koch said. 
"Everything went well. The Martins Ferry peo-

WESTVIR· 
GINIA quarter­

back Isaac Rine 
looks to pass 

durina the first 

See, VENUE, Page 83 

Touchdown pass was like old 
times for Rine and Burkhalter 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

MARTINS FERRY - Isaac 

AU-Star Football Game, Rine 
rolled out and found Burkhalter 
open along the sideline for an 8-
v ~-rr, tn11rhrtm11n tn Hft W,:id 

high school, so it worked out for 
us." 

Burkhalter, who caught five 
n'lt'l.'AE' -in tho n-11...-.a c,tnnrl f\nrl 



AT LEFT: Ohio running back Carter Streiff 
runs through an attempted West Virginia 
tackle for a first down during the first half 
of Saturday's OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game at Martins Ferry's Dave 
Bruney Football Complex. 
ABOVE: West Virginia's Gage Glovengo Is 
stacked up by a host of Ohio tacklers dur­
ing Saturday's game. The West Virginia 
squad prevailed, 20-13. 

T-L Photos/ALEX KOZLOWSKI 

West Virginia takes down Ohio 
• Late TD pass sparks 
W. Va. past Buckeyes 
By JOSH STROPE 
For The Times Leader 

MARTINS FERRY - Call it a little bit 
of redemption. 

West Virginia's John Burkhalter didn't 
have his best day Saturc\ay rtight during the 
72nd annual Rudy Mumley O\\AC All­
Star Football Game. Tlje all-state receiver 
was plagued by unchllrncteristic drops, 
including a few that jwere gutranteed 
touchdowns. , , , . 

Still, when the gum~ was one: the line, 
there was no question!who the ,ball was, 
goingto.__ _ _ .; _ ·-,-. _ . -­

, The Wheeling Central connection of 
quarterback Isaac Rine and his favorite tar­
get, Burkhalter, hooke\l up on an 8-yard 
touchdown strike with three seconds 

, remaining to give WestNirginia q thrilling 
20-13 victory against lohio at the Dave 
Bruney Football Complex. 

. "This feels great," Burkhalter said. "I 
have been coming here for so many years 
and seen the reaction from other West Vir­
girtia teams when they took the 'W' and 
that is exactly what I wanted, -

"Before that I made a couple drops and 
that got in my head a little bit. Coming 
down the stretch I told myself 'it was 
going to come down to you.' I told my 
other fellow receivers like Chris (Brooke's 
Yachirti) that it is going to come down to 
the wide receivers. I knew this time I had 
to make the catch." 

Robert "Hubba" Kapral 
Executive Sports Editor ' 

Ferry proves 
ideal all-~tar 
game venue 

- - MARTIN~rFERRY -\Vheeling :llliancl Stadi­
um is home to the annual OV AC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football Game. I 

But it is rtice to have an alternate site that is 
up to the task when need be. The Dave Bruney 
Football Complex acquitted itself'. in sparkling 
fashion Saturday rtight, serving as a substitute 
for a stadium undergoing major repairs, 
The venue chnnge proved a blessmg. 
Despite rainy and oft-times stormy conditions, 

Purple Rider Stadium was packed. Having a 
covered grandstand that can accommodate some 
3,000 fans proved a major factor .for the large 
turnout. 

The open side was also filled from end-to-end, 
seating another 2,000-plus partisans. Total 
attendance figures, although not released as of 
yet, will likely reach 6,000. 

Last years game on a dry but sauna-like Satur­
day night was played in front of fewer than 
4,000 fans on the Island. 

With the game tied at 13-13 and Ohio 
with the ball, a failed pitch from Meadow­
brook's Konnor Roberts turned into a loose 
ball. John Marshall's Jacob Kerekes came 
up with it for _West Virginia on the Buck-

ey~i;t four minutes on the clock, the '""w""E"'s""T VIRGINIA punt return Maezi Mosby is wrapped up by Ohio's 
Mountaineers used a heavy dose of Mag- Justyn Keyser during the first half of Saturd~y's annual OVAC_ Rudy 

Mumley All-Star Football Game. The West Virginia all stars prevailed in 
the game, 20-13. 

Any pre-game concerns about the Purple 
venue's ability to host the all-star contest failed 
to materialize. There was ample parking while 
the McDonald's All-Star Band and the Queen of 
Queens contestants also had plenty ,of room. 

"I am quite pleased with how things went 
tonight," Game Director Bob 'Koch said. 
"Everything went well. The Martins Ferry peo-

See, LATE, Page B2 

WESTVIR· 
GINlA quarter­

back Isaac Rine 
looks to pass 

dutlng the first 
half of Satur­

day's OVAC 
- Rudy Mumley 

All-Star Football 
Game. 

See, VENUE, Page B3 

Touchdown pass was like old 
times for Rine and Burkhalter 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

, MARTINS FERRY - Isaac 
Rine and John Burkhalter 

• hooked up so many times in the 
Wheeling Central passing game 
that both literally Jost count. 

The two former Maroon 
Krtights won't forget their latest 
- and last - boolmp probably 

ever. 
• With just nine seconds on the 

clock in Saturday rtight's 72nd 
annual OV AC Rudy Mumley 

All-Star Football Game, Rine 
rolled out and found Burkhalter 
open along the sideline for an 8-
yard touchdown to lift West 
Virginia to a thrilling 20-13 
victory against Ohio inside a 
jam-packed Dave Bruney Foot­
ball Complex. 

"I knew that John and I, after 
a few of the miscues we bad 
early on, were going to have to 
make a play to win this game," 
Rine said moments after the 
clock turned to all zeroes. "John 
and I ran that route to death in 

high school, so it worked out for 
us." 

Burkhalter, who caught five 
passes in the game, stood and 
simply tried to take the whole 
thing in as his Mountaineer 
teammates celebrated and posed 
for pictures. 

"I don't even know how to 
describe the feeling ... it's just 
amazing," Burkhalter explained. 
"I am at a loss for words right 
now." 

West Virginia's defense set 
See, PASS, Page B2 

Street runs to game MVP honors 
WEST VIRGINIA 
running back 
Chase Street is cut 
down by Ohio's 
Billy Jphnson dur­
ing the first half of 
Saturday's OVAC 
Rudy Mumley All­
Star Football 

By CODY TOMER 
For The Times Leader 

MARTINS FERRY -The Annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Game is a tradition 
young football players in the Ohio Valley have 
witnessed and dreamed about growing up. 

For Magnolia and West Virginia [)Inning 
back Chase Street, that dream came true in a 
big way during the 72nd edition of the contest 
as he was voted the Most Valuable Player of 
the game. 

"This is an undescribable feeling," Street 
said. "I've always dreamt of playing in this 

• ■ 

game. I've seen all the guys that I look up to 
play in it and it is great I am overwhelmed." 

Behind an offensive line that paved the way 
for him all night, Street ran for two touch­
downs and 82 yards on I 6 carries, an average 
of 5.1 yards a carry. 

"Winning the MVP is just part of the game 
but this line Is the real MVP," Streetsaid. 
"These guys did an outstanding job and we 
were running right up the middle against some 
of the best guys in the state of Ohio and we 
were running it down their throats. These guys 
are great." , 

See, STREET, Page B2 

• 

Game. Street was 
namell the game's 
MVP after rushing 
for tw9 touchdowns 
in a 20-13 win. 
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Street------------------- OVAC--------
Continued from Page B 1 

West Virginia coach John Durdines 
of Bishop Donahue was thrilled to 

• have a weapon at the tailback position 
all nigbt and even when Street went 
Oown witb a stinger, he was chomp­
ing at tbe bit to get back into the 
action. 

"We were able to get some pushes 
as far as run blocking and Chase just 
bad an unbelievable game," Durdines 
said. "He .is a tough kid. He took a 
stinger out there but Just kept wanting 
to go back in. The kid is just excited 
to get back to running the football. He 
was so excited about tbe opportunity 
to carry the ball here and he made the 
most of his carries," 

Ohio jumped on the board in the 
first but Street took over the game in 
the second quarter, rushing for a 9-
yard touchdown to tie the game at 6-6 
and a spectacular 25-yard touchdown 

... 

run to give the Mountaineers a 13-6 
lead. 

"There were holes everywhere for 
me," Street said. "These guys are 
incredible. I am so proud of my team, 
my coaches and everybody here. Hats 
off to the Ohio team. They fought like 
crazy and it was a great game," 

The offensive line opened the holes 
for Street to charge through and West 
Virginia lineman Travis Lowther of 
Weir had one goal in mind. 

"We were just paving the way for 
Street," Lowther said. "We have been 
grinding in the offseason and once we 
got here, we-just applied what we 
already had along with Coach Dur­
dines' offense. It was a great experi­
ence. 
• "These kids are really skilled and it 
was an honor playing with tbem. I 
love every one of them." 

Along with Durdines' offensive 
schemes, the offensive line coach, 
Howard Stamp, was extremely proud 
of the way the men up front plowed 
the way for the MVP. 

"They did a great job," Stamp said. 
"Trying to get kids from all different 
schools to play together as a team is 
tough in a week's time. These kids 
really got along well together and 
they gelled. 

"These are tough kids and I will 
remember how great these kids were 
and how fun it was being with these 
coaches for the last time. The OV AC 
All-Star Game is a special thing 
because of them and. I'm sure tbe 
Ohio coaches feel the same way about 
their kids." 

Collectively, the West Virginia 
offense ran for 95 yards in big.part to 
Street and the offensive line. 
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Continued from Page B1 

nolia's Chase Street and Weir's Cody Enrietti to milk 
the clock to the final seconds. 

West Virginia almost coughed up the ball, but Rine was 
able to recover a fumble and give the Mountaineers time 
for one final quick play with eight seconds on the clocl'. 

Rine took the shotgun snap, rolled to his right and 
found Burkhalter at the edge of r---=:---7 
the end zone for the game-win­
ning score. 

"We ran a double nickel there 
with John and Chris Y aehini run­
ning 12-yard comeback routes," 
West Virginia coach John Dur­
dines said. "We told Isaac to have 
an internal clock because you 
have to get rid of it. He made a 
helluva pass and John made a a 
helluva catch. 

"(Despite the drops) I had no -. _ ___, 
problem going back to John. I 
played against him for four years. Trust me, I game­
planned for him, scouted him enough. We were going to 
keep throwing him the rock. We knew he would be there 
when we needed him." 

Burkhalter finished with five catches for 63 yards and a 
score. 

Obio got the scoring started with a 22-yatd run on a 
reverse by Buckeye Trait's Carter Streiff in the first quar­
ter. 

On the first play of the second quarter, Street went in 
from 9 yards to tie it at 6-6. 

The Mountaineers took their first lead as Street found 
the end zone again, this time from 25 yards as he bounced 
off the line, raced down the sideline and beat an Ohio 
defender to the pylon. 

Street finished with a game-high 82 yards rushing to 
earn the Most Valuable Player award. 

Ohio seemed to grab the momentum in the fourth quar­
ter, using an I I-play, 68-yard drive that ended with 
Steubcnville's Jalen McGhee scoring on a run up the mid­
dle to tie it at 13-13. 

West Virginia went three-and-out on the ensuing pos­
session and gave Ohio the chance to drive for a game-win­
ning score. 

Two plays later came the Jone Ohio turnover. 
"Shoulda, coulda, woulda," Ohio coach Karl Justus 

said. 
"Kids gave great effort and (West Virginia) just made 

one more play then we did. They made it wheri they need­
ed it. 

"We helped them out a Jot with penalties and missed 
assignments, but they made a great play down in the end 
zone and that was that. 

"A blocked punt, u blocked PAT, a fumble. A lot of 
mistakes that hardly ever happen. Take those away and 
maybe, who knows?" 

Game Note 
■ Much has been made of this being the last game for 

the Bishop Donahue coaching staff and its players. The 
coaches started the game wearing the traditional blue polo 
shirts for West Virginia. At halftime, all the coaches came 
out wearing green Bishop Donahue shirts. 

"Coaches wanted to do it," Durdines said. "It meant 
something to them. It was a sign of respect and solidarity. 
It was something the kids wanted them to do. If you heard 
the cbant at the end, the chant was 'Bishop Donahue.' 
They understand it is a tough situation for us and the kids 
with what happened to us, but what a way to shine a little 
light on Bishop for once." 

Pass----------
c0 nunued from Page B1 

up the game-winning touchdown by hopping on an 
Ohio fumble after the Buckeye State had knotted the game 
at 13 and then forced a quick tbree-and-out. 

After the Mountaineer offense had struggled to move 
the ball, Rine and Burkhalter were in sync on the final 
drive, which wa.s a short field. 

West Virginia drove to 
the Ohio 8-yard line and 
then nearly had a clock 
mishap before a time out 
was called. 

"I knew we were going 
to sling it from the get-go 
(on the final drive), but 
they were stacking the 
secondary, so we were 
able to run the ball effec-
tively," Rine said. "As 

• "I GAVE Isaac that look 
like, 'it's Just me and 
you. Throw me the ball 
and I'll catch It'" 

- John Burkhalter 
W. Va. Vv1de RecefvBr 

soon as I got the play call and Ohio called time out as if 
they knew we were going to try to go to John, I knew we 
had it at that point. We just had to execute it" 

Coming back to the huddle, Rine and Burkhalter just 
glanced at each other, knowing that the opportunity was 
there. 

"I gave Isaac that look like, 'it's just me and you. 
Throw me the ball and I'll catch it,"' Burkhalter said. 

According to Burkhalter, the route was a 12-yard 
come back. 

"Obviously, we had a short field, so I had to cut it off 
early and bring it back toward Isaac," Burkhalter 
explained. "We ran it in practice and I did well, so I just 
stuck to iL" 

Rine and Burkhalter had some near misses earlier in 
the game, too. Rine threw· the hall 2 I times and Burkhal-
ter was targeted on some 15 of those.. . 

U\\T,., .. ,,...,,. ,.,,, ..... ,.,..: .. ,_ /1!1~ ... ~, ... ,1!,1 :- L!-L --'·- -t\ ', 
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the end zohe again, this time from 25 yards as he bounced 
off the line, raced down the sideline and beat an Ohio 
defender lo the pylon. 

Street finished with a game-high 82 yards rushing to 
earn the Most Valuable Player award. 

Ohio seemed to grab the momentum in the fourth quar­
ter, using an I I-play, 68-yard drive that ended with 
Steubenville's Jalen McGhee scoring on u run up the mid­
dle to tic ii at 13-13. 

West Virginia went three-and-out on the ensuing pos­
session and gave Ohio the chance to drive for a game-win­
ning score. 

Two plays later came the lone Ohio turnover. 
"Shoulda, coulda, woulda," Ohio coach Karl Justus 

said. 
"Kids gave great effort and (West Virginia) just made 

one more play then we did. They made it when they need­
ed it. 

"We helped them out a lot with penalties and missed 
assignments, but they made a great play down in the end 
zone and that was that. 

"A blocked punt, a blocked PAT, a fumble. A lot of 
mistakes that hardly ever happen. Take those away and 
maybe. who knows?" 

Game Note 
■ Much has been made of this being the last game for 

the Bishop Donahue coaching staff and its players. The 
coaches started the game wearing the traditional blue polo 
shirts for West Virginia. At halftime. nil the coaches came 
out wearing green Bishop Donahue shirts. 

"Coaches wanted to do it," Durdines said. "It meant 
something to them. It was a sign of respect and solidarity. 
It was something the kids wanted them to do. If you heard 
the chant at the end, the chant was 'Bishop Donahue.' 
They understand it is a tough situation for us and the kids 
with what happened to us, but what a way to shine u little 
light on Bishop for once." 

Pass----------
conunued from Page B 1 

up the game-winning touchdown by hopping on an 
Ohio fumble after the Buckeye State had knotted the game 
at 13 and then forced a quick three-and-out. 

After the Mountaineer offense had struggled to move 
the ball, Rine and Burkhaller were in sync on the final 
drive, which was a short field. 

West Virginia drove to 
the Ohio 8-yard line and 
then nearly had a clock 
mishap before a time out 
was called. 

"I knew we were going 
to sling it from the get-go 
(on the final drive), but 
they were stacking the 
secondary, so we were 
able to run the ball effec-
ti vc I y," Rine said. "As 

"I GAVE Isaac that look 
like, 'it's Just me and 
you. Throw me the ball 
and I'll catch it'" 

- John Burkhalter 
W. Va, Wide Receiver 

soon as I got the play call and Ohio called time out as if 
they knew we were going to try to go to John, I knew we 
had it at that point. We just had to execute it." 

Coming back to the huddle. Rine and Burkhalter just 
glanced at each other, knowing that the opportunity was 
there. 

"I gave Isaac that look like, 'it's just me and you. 
Throw me the ball and I'll catch it,"' Burkhalter said. 

r--- -------- -------- - - ., According to Burkhalter. the route was a 12-yurd 
come back. 
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For Rine, winning was great and the manner in which 
West Virginia won was even better. But, the best part for 
the future Marietta Pioneer baseball player was winning 
it for the Bishop Donahue.coaching staff, which was. 
coaching together for the final time. 

I 
"I couldn't imagine my school closing and my dad 

(Jason) and my uncle (Mike Young) not being able to 
coach together again," Rine said. "I can only imagine 

I , how rough this is. This is my last football game and 

_____ .. 
that's hard enough." 

Burkhalter, who listed the game-winner as one of the 
top achievements of his impressive prep sports career, 
also acknowledged how special it was to win for the 
Donahue staff. 

"I was doing it for the coaches because all I wanted to 
do was my part to help send them out on top," Burkhalter 
explained. 

The end of the night became emotional for many of 
, the West Virginia players, including Rine. And it had 

very little to do with the outcome. 
"You show up on Saturday, check in and you barely 

know any of these guys," Rine said. "Now, we're all 
brothers and none of us want this week to be over. End­
ing the way it did just makes it even more special." 

II ■ 
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OVAC Witholding $300 from W. Va. Coaches 
Change of attire during 
halftime not permitted 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

MARTINS FERRY - The Ohio Val­
ley Athletic Conference docked West Vir­
ginia's coaching staff $300 of its finan­
cial share from Sunday's 72nd annual 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Game .. 

The officio! ruling come Monday when 

Game Director Bob Koch delivered the penalty since they were told not to and conching staff's payment t9 West Vir- they did anyway," Koch said. "Some ginia head conch John Durdines. believed that they shouldn't have been 
The OV AC docked the coaches' @)paid ot all." pay ofter the West Virginia coach- -• Eo~h. stuff_ is paid $1,800 and mg staff - despite berni; told not how 1t s d1v1ded up amongst the to by conference officials - staff is up to the coaches. West changed out of its game-issued Virginia received $1,500 of its coachrng shirt and into Bishop Don- share. . ahue motif to honor the school, which "The coaches wanted to do it and it was taking part in its last game since the meont something to them," Durdines said· school is bemg closed. moments after the game. "It was no dlsre-"We felt tbere needed to be some spect to the OVAC. It was o sign of 

respect and solidarity (to Bishop Don­
ohue). The kids wanted and begged them 
to do it because they understand. It's o 
rough situation. It was a way to shine a 
little light on Bishop Donahue." 

The West Virginia stuff coached the 
first half in the navy blue shirt that was 
provided, but changed for the second half. 
Durdines, however, continued to wear his 
OV AC-issued shirt 

"We weren't going to _withhold all of 

Please See OVAC, Page 12 

OVAC--------------------
(contlnued from Page 11) 

their pay because there's more than 
just the game involved and it's an 
entire week," Koch said. "It's just 
disappointing because the coaches 
were told not to." 

Durdines was informed by Koch 
prior to his arrival of the confer-

ll!Uliqil c 'fC '1" 
2.¼\. 

and Feeling oo 

$2.99' 
Polo Shirts 
Cleaned 

encc' s decision. 
"John dido 't give me uny static 

about the decision," Koch said. "I 
was actually surprised that he wasn't 
upset." 

The OV AC plans to "change the 
wording" in its agreement with 

coaches to make sure the issued 
clothing is worn throughout the 
gume, according to Koch. 

"Up until now we never saw a 
need to issue a contract to each 
coach, but I ~uess we will have to 
start that now,' Koch said. 
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OVAC Backtracks on Decision to Withhold $300 
W. Va. coaches will 
receive full payment 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

MARTINS FERRY - The Ohio Val­
ley Athletic Conference backtracked on its 
decision to withhold $300 from the West 
Virginia coaching staff Tuesday after­
noon. 

Just 24 hours removed from docking 

the West Virginia stuff, OV AC Executive which has been closed. 
Secretary Tom Rotalczak ond Rudy Mum- As news of the withholding spread ley All-Star Game Director Bob Koch Monday, a firestorm came with it as 

do. I honestly did not think (the original 
decision) would create the furor that it 
did." 

met in the OV AC office and jointly~ social media took off. The majority agreed to pay the coaches the ~ of people who spoke out chastised remaining money that it had penal- the conference's stance. 
ized it. "We made a decision to return 

The OV AC issued both stuffs a coach­
ing shirt, which it intended to be worn to 
all activities during the week us well as 
the game. 

The West Virginia staff was the money to because of the docked the money because ti went uproar," Rataiczak said. 
agamst conference orders and changed "Our original decision wasn't intended shirts at halftime of Saturday night's 72nd to cause that But it did and we felt mov­annual game to honor Bishop Donahue, ing forward thut this was the best thing to 

However, West Virginia coach John 
Durdines approached the OV AC officials 
about the possibility of his staff wearing 
Bishop Donahue shrrts in the second half 

OVAC 
(Continued from Page 11) 

since it would be the final time the stuff 
was together and to pay one final hom­
age to the school where they coached and 
many attended. The OV AC denied that 
request, but the Mountain State coaches 
opted to do it anyway. 

"It was never about the money and it's 
a shame it bad to go down like it did " 
Durdines said via text messa1;1e. "This 
never affected me or the incredible week 
I had with' the young men, culminating 
with a thrilling victory. 

"I was sad for the OV AC. It is the best 
conference, but in order to remain the 
best they are going to put the (players, 
coaches and officials) who make it the 
best their priority. I no longer have a dog 

in the fight, but I love high school sports 
and I want to see (the OV AC) continue 
to thrive." 

Though West Virginia received its full 
$1,800 stipend, Rataiczak, Koch and the 
entire. Mumley Game committee plan to 
meet rn the commg weeks to discuss the 
future to make sure these types of events 
are avoided. 

"We are going to look at how the 
coaches are selected ond then also look at 
making an agreement with the coaches 
about what's expected of them " 
Rotaiczak said. ' 

"We ha.ve rules in place for the kids if 
they do something in camf and they can 
be sent home, so now we'! look at things 
involving the coaches, too." 

Please See OV AC, Page I 2 
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Ferry duo excited to play at home 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - Both Jack Davis and 
Dom Wall ace remember it we JI. 

It was the night of Oct 28. • 
The Martins Ferry Purple Riders walked 

off the field at Purple Rider Stadium for 
the last time. Adding to their disappoint­
ment was watching BeJlalre celebrate on 
the turf with SPARKY after a 20-6 victo­
ry. 

JACK 
DA'llS 

l2l2M 
WALLACE 

guys, so it's definitely exciting." 
This isn't the first time that Martins 

Ferry has hosted the all-star game. It wel­
comed the OV AC in 1972, which was a 
24-6 Buckeye State victory. 

Continuing Ohio's undefeated string In 
Belmont County as weJI as finishing their 
careers on a high note are definitely moti­
vational factors for the Purple alums. 

"I want to win one last time on that 
field," Wallace, who is headed to Kent 
State Tuscarawas to wrestle, said. 

going to play in the game regardless where 
it was held, the fact that it wus awarded to 
Martins Ferry added to the desire. 

"The game being played in our stadium 
was definitely one of the biggest reasons I 
wanted to play," WaJlace said. 

Davis, who enjoyed an nil-Ohio cam­
paign at defensive end, admitted that beat­
Ing West Virginia and winning the annual 
game, which has gone to the Mountaineers 
the last two years, are definitely motivat­
ing factors. But, being an all-star game, 
there's also motivation to "put on a good 
show" individually, too. 

The aforementioned Ferry seniors and 
their classmates, who were celebrated prior 
to kickoff that night, believed there was no 
other chance to make ammends. After considering bids from several ven-

"It was definitely tough (losing) on sen- ues, the OV AC awarded the game to Mar­
lor night, knowing that's your last game," tins Ferry, giving Davis and Wallace that 
Davis said. opportunity to close out their home-field, 

The actual surface on which the game 
will be played is different than the one the 
Purple Riders playe4 on against Bellaire. 
The artificial turf was tore up and replaced 
earlier this spring. A new scoreboard, fea­
turing a video board, will also greet the 
players and fans. It is located in the same 
spot as the previous board. 

"(Tonight) ls going to be an awesome 
experience, but playing the game at home 
makes it even more exciting," Davis said. 
"When I was chosen, I never had u doubt 
about playing, but I will have to admit that 
this makes it even sweeter." 

Then came the unfortunate structural Pf';? ~areers on their .home fie!~. 
damage to Wheeling Island Stadium, It s ~ good feeling knowmg that th~ 
which has led to that faculty being closed gam.e will ~e played In our st~dlum, 
for several months while repairs are made .. Davis, Who IS headed to Wes!, L1~rty to 
That, in tum, forced the Ohio Valley Alb- play foo\ball In t!Je fall, said. Bemg able 
letic Conference to look for a site for the to finish your.high school career 1:11 the 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Football ~ame s~um where you started playmg in 
Game. Junior high doesn't happen for a lot of 

"Being the first guys to play on that new 
turf is exciting," Wallace said. "It'll defi­
nitely be a nice feeling running out on the 
field with the home-town atmosphere 
there." 

One difference for the Purple Rider duo 
will be dressing in different locker rooms. 
Neither team will dress in Ferry's state-of­
the-urt fieldhouse. It will be used a hospi­
tality area for OV AC officials and spon­
sors. 

Teamwork 
Yields Smooth 
OV AC Football 
Game Location 

MARTINS FERRY - The OVAC Rudy Mum­
ley All-Star Game has long been associated with 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Conference officials, however, were forced to 
move out of their comfort zone with the game's 
venue this time around. That was a result of a sta­
dium In need of some major 
repairs, likely closing the facility 
until October. 

The MartiJ)s Ferry School Dis­
trict made a successful pitch to 
serve as the alternate site, win­
ning out over several other suit­
ors. Saturday night's game at the 
Dave Bruney Football Complex · 
marked just the thiM time the 
OV AC all-star clash has been 
played off the Island. 

The move across the Ohio 
River played out seamlessly, due 
to solid teamwork, cooperation 
and communication by OV AC 
officials and the Ferry adminis­
tration. 

BUBBA 
KAPRAL 

EXECUTIVE Sl'OllTS 

Eorroa 

. "Coach Kim (AppoJloni), Coach Dave (Bruney) 
and I have met wiili Tom Rataicznk: and Game 
Director Bob Koch on several occasions. We also 
have met with city officials Including Mayor Kra­
jnyak, Chief John MacFarland, Water Superin­
tendent Bill Suto, J:IMS Coordinator Dave Snyder 
and Frre Chief Mike COOJ?er to make sure every­
thing was In place," Martins Ferry Schools Super­
intendent Jim Fogle said. "The event is extremely 
large.and it's an awesome way to showcase the tal­
ents of our students in the OV AC. Coach Kim has 
been the main cog for the organization of this pro­
duction. 

See Kapral, Page C2 

While Wallace admitted that he was 

1 
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I 

KAPRAL----------
Continued from page C 1 

"Todd Yoder and myself 
put some time into this 
event but Coach Kim has 
work~d tirelessly with the 
OV AC brass to make it a 
memorable night for the 
participants. She has also 
organized several volunteers 
to work game night" 

"Mr. Yoder and I have 
overseen many updates to 
the Dave Bnmey Football 
Complex, ranging from the 
turf replacement, new pamt, 
asphalt, new scoreboard and 
updates to some of the rest­
rooms. It's been quite some­
time since we've done any 
updates to the stadium. The 
cooperation between the. 
OV AC, the city and our 
school officials has been 
tremendous." 

Fogle's thoughts arc 
echoed by AppollonL 

"Bob Koch and Rat have 
this game down to a sci­
ence. 

"The amount of time ,md 
energy they haye placed 
into this event 1s nund bog­
gling. They have guided us 
along the way. Basically we 
have turned our complex 
over to them and will pro­
vide the manpower to hope­
fully pull it off," Appolloni 
said. "We could not have 
done this without the sup­
port of the city administra­
tion and Lany Deaton, who 
us always, is the backbone 
of the boosters support Mr. 
Fogle, Mr. Yoder and 
Coach Dave have spenl a 
tremendous amount of mnn 
hours making sure the facil-

ity looks top-notch. The 
complex has under~one a 
complete facelift with new 
turf, painting and asphalt 
work and our new score­
board. 

"We arc so excited and 
honored to be able to host 
the all-star game. It is a 
long-standing_ Ohio _Valley 
tradition. Bas1ca1ly 1t kicks 
off the start of footbaU in 
the valley, and footba11 is.so 
important to the commum­
ties up and down the nver 
and throughout our entire 
arcn," she offered. "We are 
so fortunate here in Martms 
Ferry to have the supp<?rt 
from not only our admm1s­
tration but also from the 
entire city." . 

Rataiczak was praisewor­
thy with the efforts put forth 
by the Purple J?<!Ople to 
make such an immense 
relocation come to fruition. 

"To move a game such as 
this with all the pieces 
needed to pull it off, is a 
monumental and stressful 
undertaking. When you arc 
used to having everything 
the same, everything in 
place, everything lined up, 
as we were so used to at 
Wheeling Island, it's a chal­
lenge to say t11e least," the 
OV AC executive-secretary 
said. "That being said, Dave 
Bruney and Kim Appolloni 
have been unbelievable. 
Everything they could pos­
sibly do to smooth the tran­
sition, they've done. You 
have to realize that they are 
doing a lot of work at the • 

field to get ready for their 
own season, work that 
would normally be stretched 
out for another month, so 
they are facing a huge task 
themselves to get ready for 
the game. 

"We ur(very grateful to 
the administration, board, 
police department, business, 
everyone who has been .so 
willing to showcase therr 
facility and their town. 

"The conference is truly 
blessed to have people like 
Ohio County and Martins 
Ferry so willing to pitch in 
and help out to make this 
game a special event for the 
kids." 

OVERBLOWN ISSUE 
■ Speaking of the 

OV AC football game, much 
was discussed, written and 
tweeted about Wheeling 
Post I American Legion 
baseball players havin~ to 
make a choice to play m 
either their Area One Tour­
nament or the all-star foot­
ball game, but not both. 

A plan was being put in 
place early in the week pre­
ceding all-star camp to 
make both athletic endeav­
ors available to all those in 
question. The OV AC was 
painted unfairly as the bad 
guy in tl1is scenario. . 

Critics failed to do therr 
homework, placing unfair 
blame on the OV AC. 

BUBBA'S BITS 
■ Zeke Elliott is a very 

talented football player. 
Un[ortunately, the former 
Ohio State running star 
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Rine enjoys history of the all-star game 
By .SETH STASKEY His historical grasp of the With that behind him, Rine bas Adam Frisco, who played bis 
Times Leader Sports Editor game expanded earlier Ibis week gone to work in trying to learn prep ball at University, bas his 

when OVAC officials showed a West Virginia's system and way, it will become a regular 
BETHANY - The Ohio Val- video of some of the previous preparing bis arm for throwing a event for Hawks players and fans. 

ley Athletic Conference is games. Rine ,pointed .out seeing football for the first time since "I have never been to the all-
embarking on its 75th year as it former NFL receiver and now November. star football game, but I was part 
kicks off with the annual OVAC ESPN college football analyst "I Jove Bishop's scheme of the OVAC-MAC Wrestling 
Iwdy Murnley All-Star Football Joey Galloway play as well as ex- because they Jet the qullf\erback Team and I know it was a fun 
Game this evening at Wheeling Central and sling It around, be an athlete and time," Frisco said. "It was just a 
Martins Ferry's Dave ,---=:-----, Pitt standout Curt go make plays," Rine said, "My one-day event and didn't have a 
Bruney Football Com- McGhee play stood arm was sore after three days, but camp, so Ibis is even more fun." 
plex. out it was a good kind of sore." Frisco had talked to a couple of 

Obviously a lot of "When you Along with winning the job as previous Hawk participants 
history bas been built think about all of the West Virginia's starting quarter- before departing for Bethany last 
during the previous guys who have played back tonight, Rine was also voted week just to get a feel of what to 
71 all-star football • in Ibis game and gone a team captain. expect 
games and one West on t'o have great COIN TOSS "I had no doubts about play-
Virginia player - careers not just in When the players converge on Ing," Frisco said. "I didn't know 
Wheeling Central' s football, but in life, midfield for the ceremonial coin hardly any of the guys except a 
Isaac Rine - can't . it's really exciting," toss tonight, Ohio will be repre- couple that I wrestled against, but 
get enough of it Rine said, "Tbere's so sented by Harrison Central' s I know I've made some friends 

"I love the follow- muctj history in the Jesse Ball, Cambridge's Garth for life." 
ing the history of this game," 75 years of footl)all and athletics Charlton, Meadowbrook's Kon- LEAD THE CHEERS 
Rine said. "Playing in. this is In the Ohio Valley. I am honored nor Roberts, St Clairsville's Trey The cheering squads have been 
game is. a huge deal for me tobeapartofit" Elerick and Steubenville's Zane working on their routines all 
because of all of the great players Rlne's appearance in the game Zimlsb. week at Bethany, too. Toe Ohio 
who have been a part of it prevl- was brought into question The West Virginia captains are squad consists of MaKenna Berka 
ously." because of bis comntitment to Rine, Wheeling Park's Zach Tor- (Bellaire), Alexa Coggins 

Unlike many of the players Wheeling Post J Legion Base- belt, University's Adam Frisco (Shadyside), Allison Dixon 
taking the field tonight, Rine bas ball. He admitted to being tom on and Weir's Jordan Allen. (Shenandoah), Megan Edwards 
more of a direct connection to the what to do before the legion NEW TO THE GAME (Martins Ferry), Raebel Ewing 
game. He's been part of OVAC games were moved to Betbnny, • As the OVAC has continued to (Indian Creek), Lauren Ferrell 
camp as a manager when bis dad, affording him and three of bis grow, the OVAC All-Star Game (Steubenville), Cierra Frye (Har-

. Jason, was part of the West Vir- OVAC teammates (Gage Gioven- expands and reaches new territo- rison Central), Jazalyn Glenn 
ginla coaching staff. go, Michael Mills and Jacob Mur- ries. Many of the Morgantown, (Toronto), Allyson Gaelan (St. 

"Ever since I was five, I ray) the opportunity to do both. University, Parkersburg South, . John) and Alyssa Morris (Union 
femember coming to Ibis game "I was so relieved when that Crestview athletes haven't been Local). 
basically every year wanting to got worked out and we were able exposed to the game. The West Virginia squad con­
play," Rine said. to do both," Rine said. If West Virginia linebacker sists of Abbey Bauer (John Mar-
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shall), Josie Bonar (Bishop Don- . 
abue), Alexandrea Burchett (Oak 
Glen), Alayna Deganhardt 
(Weir), Lexus Ficca (Weir), Abby 
Hudrlik (Wheeling Park), Jen­
nifer Richmond (Bishop Don­
ahue), Ashley Ruza (Cameron), 
Mallory Santoro (Madonna) and 
Jourdln Yuncke (John Marshall). 

STRONG 
REPRESENTATION 

Of the 5 3 schools that were In 
the OV AC last football season, 
41 of those have a representative 
of some sort Involved In tonight's 
festivities. That Includes 14 7 
band members, 22 Queen of 
Queens candidates, 20 cheerlead­
ers and 65 football players. • 

CHARITY GAME 
Though the word 'charity' 

doesn't exist In the formal name 
of the game any longer, the pro­
ceeds still benefit others. In 46 
years, the game has donated more 
than 934,700 to charity organiza­
tions and scholarships throughout 
the Ohio Valley. 

TICKE'I'.S 
To help alleviate a lengthy wait 

at the ticket booth tonight -' and 
save some money - fans are 
being encouraged to purchase 
tickets at a host of area business­
es. All area Kroger stores in both 
West Virginia and Ohio are offer­
ing tickets for $7. The cost at the 
gate is $10. 



SATURDAY 
JULY 22, 2017 COSTAIN WILL WEAR WHITE CAP 

The OVAC All-Star Game will employ a 
seven-man officiating crew where Doug 

Costain will be the referee/14 sPOiTi FAITH ..................... 17-20 
ClASSIFIEDS , ....... , ....... 21-24 
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Bishop Donahue Represented One Last Time 
BETHANY - While the mar­

quee of the Rudy Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Football Game reads West 
Virginia vs. Ohio, the subplot may 
be more interesting. 

final basketball 
game","this is the final 
baseball game",''this is the 
final time in the track tour-

more game left It is bittersweet It is 
a sad time and a happy time and we 
are just savoring every minute of it 

"l'ersonully, we take this into J.H:r­
spective. We are here for these kids 
and three of them are deeply Impact­
ed by Bishop Donahue. We know it 
is our last go-around and we are not 
going to leave anything on the 

JOSH 
STROPE 

Sports 
Editor 

Players and fans on both sides of 
the river will obviously be rooting 
for their school and state to win. 
Sometime around 11 p.m. tonight, 
fans will leave the Dave Bruney 
Football Complex excited for the 
upcoming season. Coaches will start 
game planning for their Week I 
opponent. Kids will head off to col­
lege. 

But for this group of coaches and 

nament." 

HULL MILLER CUSTER 

Saturday night, "this is 
it" It is a moment every­
one knew was coming. 
Tonight, it will become 
reality. • 

"With the travesty that 

three players, something will be 
missing. 

Namely, Bishop Donahue. 
For months it has been "this is the 

happened with our school, 
coaching this game has kind of less­
ened the blow," West Virginia and 
Bishop Donahue coach John Dur­
dines suld. "At least we have one 

table." 
Representing Bishop Donahue for 

the final time is Jimmy Hull, Trey 
Miller and J.C. Custer. 

The moment ls not lost on them. 

See STROPE; Page 14 

--OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game--

72 n d OVAC All-Star Game 
Set for Kickoff Tonight 

W.Va., Ohio will go 
at it at 7:15 p.m. 

By SETH STASKEY 
For TIie Intelligencer 

MARTINS FERRY - King football 
makes its triumphant return to the Ohio Valley 
this evening. 

Though the regular season is still five weeks 
away, area gridiron fans get to wet their 
appetite at Purple Rider Stadium. 

The 72nd annual OV AC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football Game takes center stage with 
kickoff slated for 7: I 5 p.m. 

Ohio and West Virginia reported to camp 
one week ago and have battled the heat and a 
loaded schedule of events to prepare to face 
off with bragging rights on the line. 

"Our kids are ready," Ohio coach Karl Jus­
tus said. "The coaches are confident and I 
expect the kids to play with confidence. It's 
been a good, positive week. The kids have 
worked hard, maybe even harder than they 
expected, but they've put in the effort Now 
it's time to play the game." 

While both teams want to win simply as 
competitors, West Virginia's motivation ml,ght 

~~~========::::::::::::::::;:;.:;:;:;;.;; ...... ..,....;.,....,._..,.....,. be even greater since its players are bemg 
• ., , ~-,,. .. , " Photo by Seth Staskey coached by John Durdines, who is preparing 

Ptci\Jred Is the West-Virginia All-Star ,'f r/l•for Saturday's OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front for bis fmal game as a head football coach. He 
•roW,'cfrom!left,are Chrfs Yachlnl,4Jorl!lv .Spencer, Jbhil" Bll11dialter, Michael MIiis, Gage Glovengo, Isaac Rine had been a highly successful coach at Bishop 
and Lance Collins. Second row, from left, are Jacob Murray, Jace Reed, Jimmy Hull, Zach Torbett, Trey Miller, Donahue, but the school won't open this fall. 
Michael Starcher, Cody Enrlettl, Adam Frisco and Dylan Baker. Third row, from left, are J.C. Custer, Chase "Our kids are definitely ready and hungry to 
Street, Alex Edgell, Michael Mealge, Tyler Anderson, Jordan Allen, Jack Raitz and Peyton Powroznik. Fourth play,'' Durdines said. "It's been a quick, but 
row, from left, are Hayden Berry, iravls Lowther, Logan Kranls, Jacob Kerekes, Dante Carller, Lander James, long week. It's a very competitive group that's 
Zack Martin and Maez! Mosby. Top row, from left, are Anthony Robbins, Lou Richmond, Curt Mele, Zach Klemm, made it really fun for my coaches and me." 
head coach John Durdines, L.A. Hampton, Jim Smith, Howard Stamp, Eric James, Vinny Mangino. Not pictured See ALL-STAR, Page 16 
Is Bob Kramer. 

Annual Event 
Has A Lot Of 
History 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

BETHANY - The Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference is embarking on Its 75th year 
as it kicks off with the annuul OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game this 
evening at Martins Ferry's Dave Bruney 
Football Complex. 

Obviously a lot of history has been built 
during the previous 71 all-star football 
games and one West Virginia player -
Wheeling Central's Isaac Rine - can't get 
enough of it. • 
. "I love the following the history of this 

game," Rine said. "Playing in this is game 
is a huge deul for me because of all of tl)e 
great players who have been a part of it 
previously." 

Unlike many of the players taking the 
field tonight, Rine bas more of a direct 

Photo by Seth Staskey connection to the game. He's been part of 
Pictured Is th_e Ohio _All-Star Team for Saturday'.s OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Grune. Front row, fro~ OVAC camp as a manager when his dad, 
left, are Austin Mayfield, Dylan Kidder, Sean Millard, Troy Pontius, Jalen McGhee, William Lowe, Casey Lewis Jason was part of the West Virginia coach­
and _Zach Bigelow. Second row, from left, are Zach Gill, Billy Johnson, Justyn Keyser, Konnor Roberts, Carter ing st~ff. 
Streiff, Robert Coppa and Danny Zdlnak. Third row, from left, are Max Tice, Zane Zlmlsh, Jesse Ball, Garth "Ever since I was five, I remember com­
Charlton, Cody Saksa, Kyle WIison, Terry Adkins, Donnie Meadows and Ben Davis. Fourth row, from left, are lng to this ~•me basically every year want­
Brenton Stull, Luke Matusik, Sam Robinson, Freddie Plum, Trey Elerick, Mason Ladyga, Drone Moore, Dom ing to play,' Rine said. 
Wallace and Jack Davis. Top row, from left, are manager Michael Loy, equipment manager Eric McMahon, His historical grnsp of the game expand-
;is.c:J.c:t;mt r.n.Ar.hPc: Alvin Thnmncmn l:m Whfttinntnn nnm \flnt"l Inch I 11riu11n f"hrieo 1-lootnn hoori l"ln"ll'lh II' ,,...i 



72nd OVAC All-Star Game 
Set for Kickoff Tonight 

W.Va., Ohio will go 
at it at 7:15 p.m. 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

MARTINS FERRY - King football 
makes its triumphant return to the Ohio Volley 
this evening. 

Though the regular season is still five weeks 
away, area gridiron fans get to wet their 
appetite nt Purple Rider Stadium. 

The 72nd annual OV AC Rudy Mumley 
AU-Star Football Game takes center stage with 
kickoff slated for 7: 15 p.m. 

Ohio and West Virginia reported to camp 
one week ago and have battled the heat and a 
loaded schedule of events to prepare to face 
off with bragging rights on the line. 

"Our kids are ready," Ohio coach Karl Jus­
tus said. "The coaches are confident and I 
expect the kids to ~Jay with confidence. It's 
been a good, posiUve week. The kids have 
worked hard, maybe even harder than they 
expected, but they've put In the effort. Now 
it's time to play the game." 

. While both teams want to win simply as 
• .,.. • • , • competitors, West Virginia's motivation mii;Jit 

be even greater since its players are bemg 
. . . ",, ~ Photo by Seth Staskey coached by John Durdines, who is preparing 

Pictured Is the West Virginia All-Star Team for Saturday's OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front for bis final game as a head football coach. He 
row;<-from•·Ieft; are Chris Yachlnl,"IJoriOl/artSpencer, Jbhrf Burkhalter, Michael MIiis, Gage Glovengo, Isaac Rine had been a highiy successful coach at Bishop 
and Lance Collins. Second row, from left, are Jacob Murray, Jace Reed, Jimmy Hull, Zach Torbett, Trey Miller, ~?ahue._ but the school won't open this fall. 
Michael Starcher, Cody Enrtettl, Adam Frisco and Dylan Baker. Third row, from left, are J.C. Custer, Chase ~\!' kids.are defiru~IY, ready and h'!"gry to 
Street Alex Edgell Michael Mealge Tyler Anderson Jordan Allen Jack Raitz and Peyton Powroznik. Fourth play, Durdmes srud. Its been a qmck, but 
row, from left, are Hayden Berry, Travis Lowther, Logan Kranls, Jacob Kerekes, Dante Carlier, Lander James, long ":eek. It's a very competitive group \1.'•t's 
Zack Martin and Maezl Mosby. Top row, from left, are Anthony Robbins, Lou Richmond, Curt Mele, Zach Klemm, made 11 really fun for my coaches and me. 
head coach John Durdlnes, L.A. Hampton, Jim Smith, Howard Stamp, Eric James, Vinny Mangino. Not pictured See ALL-STAR, Page 16 
Is Bob Kramer. 

Annual Event 
Has A Lot Of 
History 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

BETHANY - The Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference Is embarking on its 7 5th year 
as it kicks off with the annual OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game this 
evening at Martins Ferry's Dave Bruney 
Football Complex. 

Obviously a Jot of history has been built 
during the previous 71 all-star football 
games and one West Virginia player -
Wheeling Centrol's Isaac Rine - can't get 
enough of it. 
. "I love the following the history of this 

game," Rine said. "Playing in this is game 
mimE-!11- is a huge deal for me because of all of the 

great players who have been a part of it 
previously." 

• "-n --- - - neYJ1t:!i;~~kf t/i~r~~~~s ~;~i
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Photo by Seth Staskay connecUon to the game. He's been part of 
Pictured Is the Ohio All-Star Team for Saturday's OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from OVAC camp as a manager when his dad, 
left, are Austin Mayfield, Dylan Kidder, Sean Millard, Troy Pontius, Jalen McGhee, William Lowe, Casey Lewis Jason, was part of the West Virginia coach­
and Zach Bigelow. Second row, from left, are Zach Gill, Billy Johnson, Justyn Keyser, Konnor Roberts, Carter ing staff. 
Streiff, Robert Coppa and Danny Zdinak. Third row, from left, are Max Tice, Zane Zlmlsh, Jesse Ball, Garth "Ever since I was five, I remember com­
Charlton, Cody Saksa, Kyle Wilson, Terry Adkins, Donnie Meadows and Ben Davis. Fourth row, from left, are ing to this game basically every year want­
Brenton Stull, Luke Matusik, Sam Robinson, Freddie Plum, Trey Elerick, Mason Ladyga, Drone Moore, Dom Ing to play," Rine said. 
Wallace and Jack Davis. Top row, from left, are manager Michael Loy, equipment manager Eric McMahon, His historical grasp of the game expand-
assistant coaches Alvin Thompson, Ian Whittington, Dom Vinci, Josh Ludwig, Chris Heaton, head coach Karl 
Justus and manager Koby Plum. See HISTORY, Page 15 

Ferry Players Ready for One Last Game on Home Field 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

BETHANY - Both Jack Davis 
and Dom W o!Jace remember it well. 

It was the night of Oct 28. 
The Martins Ferry Purple Riders 

walked off the field at Purple Rider 
Stadium for the last time. Adding to 
their disappointment was watching 
Bellaire celebrate on the turf with 
SPARKY after a 20-6 victory. 

The aforementioned Ferry seniors 

ior night, knowing that's your last game," 
Davis said. 

Then came the unfortu­
nate structurol damage to Wheel­
ing Island Stadium, which bas 
led to that facility being closed 
for severol months while repairs 
are made. That, in turn, forced 
the Ohio Valley Athletic Confer­
ence to look for a site for the 
Rudy Mumiey OV AC All-Star 
Football Game. 

DAVIS and their classmates, who were cel­
ebmted prior to kickoff that night, 
believed there was no other chance to make 
runmends. 

After considering bids 

"It was definitely tough (losing) on sen-

from severol venues, the OV AC 
awarded the game lo Martins Ferry, giving 
Davis and Wallace that opportunity to 
close out their home-field, prep careers on 

I- !!!lll\lll&iiiJJilllZJD!ffl.ti&lr.;lllt:t:MNBM4liiiiliiitiitna- • 

their home field. 
"It's a good feeling knowing that the 

game will be played in our stadi­
um," Davis, who is headed to West 
Liberty to play football in the fall, 
said. "Being able to finish your 
high school career in the same sta­
dium where you started playing in 
junior high doesn't happen for a lot 
of guys, so it's defutitely exciting." 

careers on a high note are definitely moti­
vationol factors for the Purple olums. 

"I want to win one last 
time on that field," Wo!Jace, who 
is headed to Kent State Tus­
carawas to wrestle, said. 

The actual surface on 
which the game will be played is 
different than the one the Purple 
Riders played on against Bellaire. 
The art1ficiol turf was tore up and 
replaced earlier this spring. A 

This isn't the ftrst time that Mar­
tins Ferry has hosted the ail-star 
game. It welcomed the OV AC in 
I 972, which was a 24-6 Buckeye 
State victory. 

WALLACE new scoreboard, featuring a 

Continuing Ohio's undefeated string in 
Belmont County as well as finishing their 

video board, will also greet the 
players and fans. 

See FERRY, Page 14 
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"(Durdines) has been like 
a second father to me these 
past four years and to get to 
have that one more ride with 
him and the other coaches is 
a blast," Miller said. "Even 
IO years from now, I am still 
going to be a Bishop. I am a 
Bishop forever. 

"This is the last time the 
players, coaches, cheerlead­
ers are going to get to repre­
sent the school and we want 
to go out with a bang. We 
are going to go out there and 
have some fun." 

For Hull, being able to 
represent Bishop Donahue 
wasn't a foregone conclu­
sion after a collarbone injury 
ended his regular season. 

This OPJ,lOrtunity to play 
holds special meaning for 
him. 

"My season had ended in 
Week 6 and I never thought 
I would be able to play foot­
ball again until I got the call 
from Coach D," Hull said. 
"It wasn't too tough to get 
over. Just a slight break and 
it is all ood. 

"We tve a lot of pride. 
Bishop Donahue has always 
been a close family and it is 
awesome to represent them 
one more time. We expect a 
win." 

Custer was one of the 
more versatile players in the 
valley, the only player to 
qualify in our weekly foot­
ball stats in receiving and 
rushing. He had 13 total 
touchdowns. 

If there is anyone that 
knows bow to use Custer, it 
will be the Bishop Donahue 
coaching staff. 

"I have been f>laying foot­
ball my whole life and thls is 

a big accomplishment for me 
to get here," Custer said. 
'"This week has been amaz­
ing and we have made 
friendships that will last for­
ever. 

"Being here with Coach D 
is a great way to go out We 
want to give I 00 percent 
effort and come out with a 
win. We aren't cocky, but 
we have the confidence that 
we are going to win." 

Win or lose tonight, Bish­
op Doaahue may be gone, 
but it will be far from forgot­
ten. 

Cross One Off 
I have lived in the Ohio 

Valley all my life. I have 
worked in the sports depart­
ment of The Intelligencer for 
eight years spanning two 
stfnts. 

I have never been to the 
OV AC All-Star Football 
Game. 

How is that possible? 
Honestly, I can't even tell 
you. I have seen It on TV. I 
have read about it every 
year. I have never been 
mside the stndium when it 
was going on. 

Cross one off the bucket 
list 

This week has been very 
enjoyable for me and I got to 
meet a lot of great young 
men at media day and I have 
enjoyed telling their stories. 

Tonight, I am excited to 
attend my first all-star game. 

My prediction: The 
Mountnineers have too much 
speed. The feel-good story of 
Bishop Donahue going out 
on top is also too hard to 
resist I am going with West 
Virginia 35, Oh10 21. 

Josh Strope can be 
reached at 
Jstrope@theintelligencer.net. 

SPORTS Saturday, July 22, 2017 

OVAC Game Will Employ 7-Man Crew 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

MARTINS FERRY - Don't 
think the OV AC Rudy Mumiey Ali­
Star Football Game is an honor just 
for the players, queens, band mem­
bers and cheerleaders. 

A group of seven men will take the 
field tonight at Purple Rider Stadium 
with a very important job to do. 

The officiating crew, which was 
assigned by OV AC Football Com­
missioner Dave Clutter, will be look­
ing to enforce the rules, keep the 
game clean and do its part in helping 
the players and coaches have as 
memorable of an experience as possi­
ble. 

Dou~ Costain, who lives in Wheel­
ing, will serve as the referee of the 
game. It's his second all-stnr game 
assignment, but first as a white cap. 

"It's definitely an honor to work 
this game," Costain said. 

"I don't care what sport or what 
level of officiating you're on, if you 
get chosen for something extra or 
above and beyond the normal duty, 
it· s special." 

For Costain, he has 18 years of 
experience. He was away from the 
sport for IO years, but was encour­
aged to renew his certification by his 

long-time friend Tom Bechtel. 
"I was in for 12 years and then 

Bear asked me to come back and I 
said I would, but I wanted to come 
back at the varsity level and not have 
to start over," Costain said. "I was 
willing to go through the training 
class because I had been out a while 
and needed to get refreshed on the 
rules and things." 

As has been the case the last sever­
al years, the OV AC will once again 
employ a seven-man crew for the 
game, which kicks off tonight at 7: I 5 
at the Dave Bruney Football Com­
plex. 

That's two more officials than a 
normal high school game. Though 
it's a change, it's a welcomed one, 
according to Costain. 

.. When you use a seven-man crew, 
it makes everything (on the field) 
seem a little bit smaller and closer," 
Costain said. "For me, for instance, I 
don't have to run up to the line of 
scrimmage every play like a normal 
high school game, so it's easier from 
that perspective." 

Since the OV AC covers numerous 
officiating boards and geographic 
areas, Clutter tries to represent as 
many as possible. Also slated to work 
the game are umpire Matt Rudder 

(Morgantown), linesman George 
Keichak (Weirton), line judge Mike 
Brohard (Parkersburg), field Judge 
Ernie Fithyan (Weirton), side judge 
Rob Green (East Liverpool) and back 
judge Jeff Loeffler (Wheeling). 

The officials have not worked 
together collectively yet. The crew 
has been communicating through u 
group text message and it will get 
together this afternoon to begin their 
formal preparntions. 

"I thmk not using a normal crew is 
a great move by the OV AC because 
more than just guys from Wheeling 
or Weirton are officiating OVAC 
games on Friday nights," Costain 
said. 

"I feel like our role, as officials, is 
to facilitate the game. We want to 
keep it smooth and keep it from get­
ting chippy. If we can keep control of 
the game and keep our flags In our 
pocket, that's what we're going to 
do." 

The officials will be wearing a 
CO(llJllemorotive shirt tonigh~ too. On 
the left side of the shirt will be the 
OVAC's 75th anniversary logo. 

The honorary official for tonight's 
game will be Bill "Bull" Flanagan 
from Wheeling, who now resides in 
Sarasota, Fla. 

FERRY------------------
(Continued from Page 13) 

It Is located in the same 
spot as the previous board. 

"Being the first guys to 
play on that new turf is 
exciting," Wallace. said. 
"It'll definitely be a nice 
feeling running out on the 
field with the home-town 
atmosphere there." 

While Wallace admitted 
that he was going to play in 
the game regardless where 

it was held, the fact that it 
was awarded to Martins 
Ferry added to the desire. 

"The game being played 
in our stadium was defmite­
ly one of the biggest rea­
sons I wanted to piny," 
Wallace said. 

Davis, who enjoyed an 
all-Ohio campaign at defen­
sive end, admitted that 
beating West Virginia and 
winning the annual game, 

which has gone to the 
Mountaineers the last two 
years, are definitely moti­
vating factors. But, being 
an all-star game, there's 
also motivation to "put on a 
good show" Individually, 
too. 

"(Tonight) is going to be 
an awesome experience, but 
playing the game at home 
makes it even more excit­
ing," Davis said. "When I 

was chosen, I never had a 
doubt about playing, but I 
will have to admit that this 
makefi it even sweeter." 

One difference for the 
Purple Rider duo will be 
dressing in different locker 
rooms. Neither team will 
dress in Ferry's state-of­
the-art fleidhouse. It will be 
used a hospitality area for 
OV AC officials and spon­
sors. 
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PICTURED IS the Ohio All-Star Team for Saturday's OVAC 
Rudy Mumtey All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left, 
ere Austin Mayfield, Dylan Kidder, Sean MIiierd, 1toy PonUus, 
Jalen McGhee, WIiiiam Lowe, Casey Lewis and Zach 
Bigelow. S~d roV,11 from left, are Zac!l GIii, BlUy Jo~nson1 

Justyn Keyser, Konror Roberts, Carter Streiff, flobert Coppa 
and Danny Zdlnak. Third row, from 111ft, ere Max Tica, Zane 
Zlmlsh, Jesse Ball, Garth Charlton, Cody Sakse, Kyla 
Wllson, Terry Adkins, Donnie Meadows and Ben Davis. 
Fourth raw, from left, are Brenton Stull, Luke Matusik, Sam 
Roblnson, Freddie Plum, lray Elerick, Mason Ladyga, Orone 
Moore, Dom Wallace and Jack Davis. Top row, from left, are 
manager Michael Loy, equipment manager Eric McMahon, 
asslstant coaches AMn Thompson, Ian Whittington, Dom 
Vinci, Josh Ludwig, Chris Heaton, head coach Karl Justus 
and manager Koby Plum. 
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ed earlier this week when OV AC offi­
cinls showed o video of some of the previ­
ous games. Rine pointed out seeing former 
NFL receiver and now ESPN college foot­
ball analyst Joey Galloway play as well as 
ex-Wheellng Central and Pitt standout Curt 
McGbee play stood out 

"When you think about all of the guys 
who have played in this game and gone on 
to hove great careers not just in football, 
but in life, it's really exciting," Rine snld. 
''There's so much history in the 7 5 years of 
football and athletics in the Ohio Valley. I 
am honored to be a part of it" 

Rine' s appearance in the game was 
brought into question because of his com­
mitment to Wheeling Post 1 Legion Base­
ball. 

He admitted to being tom on what to do 
before the legion games were moved to 
Bethany, affording him and three of his 
OV AC teammates (Onge Giovengo, 
Michael Mills and Jacob Murray) the 
OPP,?rtunity to do both. 

'I was so relieved when that got worked 
out and we were able to do both," Rine 
said. 

With that behind him, Rine has gone to 
work in trying to learn West Virginia's sys-

tern and preparing his arm for throwing a 
football for the first time since November. 

"I love Bishop's scheme because they let 
the quarterback sling it around. be an ath­
lete and go make plays," Rine said. "My 
arm was sore after three days, but it was n 
good kind of sore." 

AJong with winning the job as West Vir­
ginia's starting quarterback tonight, Rine 
was also voted a team captain. 

COlNTOSS 
When the players converge on midfield 

for the ceremonlal coin toss tonight, Ohio 
will be represented by Harrison Central's 
Jesse BaJI, Cambridge's Garth Charlton, 
Meadowbrook's Konnor Roberts, St. 
Clairsville 's Trey Elerick and 
Steubenville's Zane Zimish. 

The West Virginia captains are Rine, 
Wheeling Park's Zach Torbett, Universi­
ty's Adam Frisco and Weir's Jordan Allen. 

NEW TO THE GAME 
As the OVAC has continued to grow, 

the OV AC All-Star Game expands and 
renches new territories. Many of the Mor­
gantown, University, Parkersburg South, 
Crestview athletes haven't been exposed to 
the game. 

If West Virginia linebacker Adam 
Frisco, who_ played his prep baJl at Univer-

sity, has his way, it will become a regular 
event for Hawks players and fans. 

"I have never been to the aJl-star footbaJl 
game, but I was part of the OV AC-MAC 
Wrestlin~ Team and I know it was a fun 
time," Fnsco said. __ "It was just a one-day 
event and didn't have a camp, so this is 
even more fun." 

Frisco had tnlked to a couple of previous 
Hawk participants before departing for 
Bethany last week Just to get a feel of what 
to expect 

"I had no doubts about playing," Frisco 
said. "I didn't know hardly any of the guys 
except a couple that I wrestled against, but 
I know I've made some friends for life." 

LEAD THE CHEERS 
The cheering squads have been working 

on their routines all week at Bethany, too. 
The Ohio squad consists of MaKenna 
Berka (BellaJre), AJexa Coggins (Shady­
side), Allison Dixon (Shenandoah), Me$an 
Edwards (Martins Ferry), Rachel Ewmg 
(Indian Creek), Lnuren Ferrell 
(Steubenville), Cierra Frye (Harrison Cen­
traJ ), JazaJyn Glenn (Toronto), Allyson 
Gaelan (St. John) and Alyssa Morris 
(Union Local). 

The West Virginia squad consists of 
Abbey Bauer (John Marshall), Josie Bonar 

(Bishop Donahue), Alexandre• Burchett 
(Oak Glen), Alayna Deganhardt (Weir}, 
Lexus Ficca (Weir), Abby Hudrlik (Wheel­
ing Park), Jennifer Richmond (Bishop 
Donahue), Ashley Ruz.a (Cameron), Mallo­
ry Santoro (Madonna) and Jourdlo Yunckc 
(John Marshall). 

STRONG REPRESENTATION 
Of the 53 schools that were in the 

OV AC last football season, 41 of those 
have a representative of some sort involved 
in tonight's festivities. That includes 14 7 
band members, 22 Queen of Queens candi­
dates, 20 cheerleaders and 65 football 
players. 

CHARITY GAME 
Though the word 'charity' doesn't exist 

in the formaJ name of the game any longer, 
the proceeds still benefit others. In 46 
years, the game has donated more than 
934,700 to charity organizations and 
scholarships throughout the Ohio Valley. 

TICKETS 
To help alleviate a lengthy wait at the 

ticket booth tonight - and save some 
money - fans are being encouraged to 
purchase tickets at a host of aren business­
es. AJI area Kroger stores lo both West Vir­
ginia and Ohio are offering tickets for $7. 
The cost at the gate is $10. 
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GOOD LUCK COACH HOLT! 
18 Main Street, Cameron WV 26003 

304-686-3161 
Helping Veterans For God and CountnJ 

ConqralulaliOM 
to our OVAC-ALL Stars 

a er, saac 
ssidy Sansone, CCHS Quee 

www.cchsknights.org 

(304) 233-1660 

WV ALL-STARS 
PICTURED IS the West Virginia All-Star Team for Saturday's 

OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. 
Jront row, from left, are Chris Yach!nl, Donovan Spencer, John Burkhalter, Mlch~\ MIiis, 

o/,Gage GIQvengo, laaac Rine and Lance Collins, 
~7.:.,- , ,, ~·-...,. J. r,. ' 

rSecond-row,from laft;aro Jacob Murray, Jaca Reed, Jimmy Hull, Zach Torbett, Trey MIiier, 
iMlchaal Starcher, Cody Enr!eltl; Adam Frisco and Dylan Baker. 

Third row, from left, are J.C. Custer, Chase Stree~ Alex Edgell, Michael Mealge, Tyler Anderson, 
Jordan Allen, Jack Raitz and Peyton Powroznik. 

Fourth row, from left, are Hayden Berry, Travis Lowther, Logan Kraals, Jacob Kerekes, 
Dante Cariler, Lander James, Zack Martin and Maezi Mosby. 
Top row, from left, are Anthony Robbins, Lou Richmond, Curt Mele, Zach Klemm, Head coach 
John Durdlne!i, LA. Hampton, Jim Smith, Howard Stemp, Eric James, Vinny Mangino. 
Not plcturod Is Bob Kramer. 

& Good Luck 
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Good Luck 
Wheeling Park High School 
In the 2017 Football Season 
• Wheeling Park High School offers I 
20 varsity sports and three club sports. 

• Boys sports offered are Baseball, Basketball, 
Cross Country, Football, Golf, Soccer, 
Swimming, Tennis, Track and Wrestling. 

•Girls sports offered are Basketball, 1 

Cheerleading, Cross Country, Golf, 
Soccer, Softball, Swimming, 
Tennis, Track and Volleyball. 

• Club sports include Hockey, 
"Anuc T !l/"'rnccp. !lnrl ntrlc T !l/"'rnccp. 
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off chasers in the final sec­

tion on Friday. 
Boasson Hagen was part 

of a 20-man group that 
Froome and Team Sky 
gave freedom to escape 
from the peloton because 
none of them presented a 
threat to his overall lead. 
After two energy-sapping 
days of climbs in the Alps, 
Froome and his rivals had 
their sights set instead on 
the time trial on Saturday 
in Marseille that will deter­
mine the podium order 
before the race ends in 

Paris on Sunday. 
At the finish of Stage 19 

diately realized they'd 
made a mistake, as Boas­

son Hagen pulled away. 
"That's when it struck 

me: We should have taken 
right," Keukeleire said. 
"He's one of those riders, 

give him 10 meters and 
he's gone," 

It wus Bousson Hn~en' s 
third career stage wm at 
the Tour, after his first two 
in 20 I 1. He said he did his 
homework, studying the 
stage finish and identifying 
the shorter route around 
the roundabout. 

"I was bunting for 
opportunities, and then the 

AP Photo 

Edvald Boasson Hagen celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the nine­
teenth stage of the Tour de France. 
roundabout arrived," he leisurely pince more than Uran of Colombia by 29 
said. "I understood that 12 minutes after Boasson seconds. 
going right would be Hagen claimed the first With no major difficul­
qulcker." stage win for the Dimeo- ties, the 222.5-kilometer 

Froome's group, which sionDatateamatthistour. (138-mile) stage from 

Included the main race The overall standings Embrun in the Alps 
contenders, was still riding remained unchanged, with offered no real opportumty 
as Boas son Hagen cele- Froome leading French for Froome's rivals to claw 
brnted his win. The J?Ol□ton rider Romain Bardet by 23 back time. Instead, they 
eventually rolled ID at a seconds and Rigoberto and Froome settled for a 

nine, everyone but Arndt 
and Boasson Hagen then 
went left around the round­
about in the last three kilo­
meters (under two miles), 
essentially eliminating 
themselves from the run­

ning. 
On Stage 7, Boasson 

Hage□ lost to Marcel Kittel 
by mere millimeters in a 
photo finish at Nuits-Saint­
Georges. He was also sec­
ond on Stage 16 and third 
on Stages 11 and 14. 

"I didn't have to do a 
photo finish this time," he 
said. "I finally got my vic­
tory." 
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Serle9, Brickyard ,100, final prectlce, ot while also hevlnl competitions auclt es 6. Sylvain Chevenel, France, Dlrecl day" Justus s!ll'd "Our~ys have been get- well and they know their assignments well. I 
lndlanllpoll:i fro-throw ehoot n8, 5-on-15 gemflS end Energia, aeme tlme. , • j fid " • j ) th' 

12;30 p.m, 3•polnl Sh<?oting. , 7, Elle GBabart, Frence, T1em l:ortuneo- ting their bcxlies right e expect to be reudy am a ot more con J ent (ouenstve Y at IS 
NBCSN NASCA' Xfi • "-"- LIii l!!dy ln1h head ooac:h Bubba ,Kapre1 Oac:ero, ume t!me. In II " po'mt than I WIIS " 

- • nity .,.,,..,~ Y will be the dlr&etor. Guest 1p,1111k1n1 wl!l a Jen Bekel11ntn Belg I um AG2R la top; Y We • • 
Dlabotel! 250, qu~l~~::i· et lrnllenepolls be featured ea~h dey. They lnclud• Mondh1le, 111me ti~. ' Both teams had to jockey their practice The Mountaineers' defensive, unit will 
FS2 - IMSA We111henech Sportnc11r ~~~~~I~dlE~:ssch~1~:~1.0 r,l_Dereli ~-~l'k:~1•,el Albaslnl, Switzerland, Or~a- schedules around because of the heat and employ n 4-2-5 scheme. Up frorit. Weir's 
Ch.aml»Onshlp, Northeast Grond Prl:o:, et D<.U " J ro All d South' J k Raitz are the 
Lakeville, Conn. for 1:ae h□Sld~lt~!i°f~,perm'!I'~bs:i ,o. Pl~rre· Luc Perich on, Fr11rn:e, Teem humidity that moved into the Ohio Valley O llil en llI1 S ac 

3:30p.m. c e O • Fortum10-0l!Ceru 1·32. th. ek. ends, while Oak Glen's Logan Kranis and 
NBCSN - NASCAR, Xllnity Sorlas, LIiiy Every campar will receive e camp , ... hlrt 11 LUI en Celm~J~ne France Direct IS wee We'•'s Trav1·s Lowther w1·11 start at tackle. 
D111b6te112SO,allndlenapo,l111 end graanbllletba!I.Thecampn,opan E. I 137 ' ' "We only went 1'n full gear durl1¥iione u 

to boys and glris entuln8 grede11 1-a, nerg e1 : ' , Th \ 'd 1· b kJn d ' h 
NBCSN _ NASOp.Rm., Monitor E~er y Lower hoopn w[II be ev11lleble for ,2. Ben Swift, Britain, UAE Team Eml- practice a day on Wednesday and urs~ e OSI e me ac g uties ave ~one 

CAI " g ''""'err;ampers , 1-ete!l,Umetlme. d U J ( 'd "W ( h rt ' th to Brooke's Alex Edgell and Whee ing 
Sarles, Brlcicyard ®, qualifying, ellndl- For eddlllonei lnlormet!on, contact 13, Gl11nluca Brombl!li,, ttaly, Qulck·Step ay, US US SW; • e wen S O er m e • 
enepoll!! BASKETBALL Kapral !II (7,1()} 310-3"10 or by em11II et Floo111,nmetlma.. afternoon. It's mst mental more than any- Pnrk's·Michnel Mea1ge. , 

Noon BKO\IAC21@eo!.com. To pre-r•g!ster 1-4, Jullan Simon, Frence, Cofidla, ::;olu- thing else We ... ve been fine tuninisome fu the secondary, Bishop Donahue's Trey 
ESPN - The Bmiketbell Tournament, via mall, 111nd cltecQ peyable 10 Uld{ !Ions Cswdlt,, umetlme. • Miller and Wheeling Cenfrul's Dylan Baker 
Super 16, Alway!! A Bava VO. Scerlet & 1r1Bh B11shtball to Bubbe Kflprel, 1U 15. Romeln Herdv, Franca, Team Fortu- things and the kids have really pie ed up 
G N M.nple s1 .. Bellaire, Ohio 43906. Pkleaa neo-O!!caro, ume time. thin 11 ' ed '""'·'gb t th are the corners The sa'ety 1n·o cons1'sts of 

ray. et aw Yark lndude T-11hlrt rJwund grade levaL 111. Rudy Molerd, France, FDJ, ume gs We a5 We Ve ffiOV uuuu OU e ' 
11 

ESPN _ The aa2Je'll;all Tourn11men!, Softblll Pltahi"4-1 Clinic: time. week." Oak Glen ·s Lance Collins, Tyler's Ttler 
S 19 P I "-d 61 k G-'d The Wheeling Recreetlon Depert- 17 Robert Klserto~kl, CrnetJe, Katuim&- D d' • d' d h • d th Anderson and Wheel1'ng Park's Zach or 

uper ' urp e MH IIC VII, U1 en men! In 11pon1orlng , .. 1 pitch pltch!ni .,,· ~, ""-o limo. ur mes IO 1cate eat m exes on e -
E11t1IBc1 Alumni, 11 New York g .. , '""'" 11 • 1 d" • belt _. p.m. leason11 for grede11 1-12. Se!i.ilona wl 10. Tony Gallopln, frence, Lotto Soudat, Bethany Co ege turf reached trip e 1g1ts 
E5Pfll2 _ The Bnketluill Tournament, b8 held et the l-"70 ballfields Ill 6 p.m. nm• tlm• d • the k, B t till hi team fed fi "Our defensie has been looking good," 
Super 18, Team Ch!!llenge Als vi. Few Aug. 7•10. Coech John Ritz, veter11n 19 Rom~ln Sicerd France Direct unng Wee U.., S S op or D d. id. "Th h art i t k 
Good Men, et New York lnrr;;~ctorn!~n;;,~~lll~~f;u~;l1~n!ltl;f11 g: En~rgle, aame time. • ' comp~titive, but fun, drills despit~ the ur mes sa e toug p s O eep 
ESPN2 -The a!fk!':b1111 Tournament, flmlted"to provide me:o:lmum !n1truc- ~g:i~~~ ~~~ilnieNeth-erlands, Trek• coaching staff offering an opportumty to from second guessing yourself. When pmc-
s,rcer 16 Armored Athlete VII Te11m tlon. Belin will be provided but e11ch ' Also' back off for a day ticing for a nonnal week, your ~n1 group 
Co "''d", at N~" y~..... ·• pitcher muat bring her glove. Cost 111 • • • • • • t d th's .., ,., CORNHOLE S,10 until Aug. 1. If you etteOO the soft- 4-4. Andrew Tel11n11ky, United Steten, "The kids have alw~s wanted to do IS gomg agams n secon group. n I 

bell camp, It la $20. For mor, lnlorme• c.,mn°ndale·Drep11C, 1:c.27• " D rd" 'd " b • 11 game, we have nn all-star offense and nn nll-
2 p.m. tlon, contllCt the Whee!lng Recreot!on 61. Nete Brown, United State!!, C1nl'IOO- Il!Ofl!, U mes sru , e were ns1ca Y th h be da he 

ESPN2 - Act, 2017 ChamploMhlp of Dep.tlllmont at 1304) 23,1.J6.-4l. dale Orapec. aame time. g.tVlD1 them an out, but they elected not to Stnr defense, SO ere ave en . YS W re 
Bega, et Charo~~Jti~a Fd Softball LHgue.l 67, T11ll0f Phinney, United States, Can- k Th d f 1 11 d our defense has loo, ked reaUy good and other 

The 1•470 b11]lp11.rk11 and Wheeling nonda e Drapec, snme 1,lml!. ta ~e t. at ma e me ee rea Y goo f' j ""d all 
NBCSN T ~ ·t·- Sto 20 I Recreetlon wHI bl! conductfng, fall &Oft• O,afd Standln;•i ~· because it sho\1(1\J.b~W much this gam!, and _daxs. 1wper~ our O 1ense· has, OQI\~ re ' y 
Mernlll;,-Fr~~~ e ranee, ge 'e ball leagun for five dlv!1lan1vJhlgh 1Aftw1Bstaonl'.· ,' ~- r lnnin ans ' th ~,. ,, ": ,.,n'obd.\I think the kids have grnsped the S}'S-

achool, 9th gred1t eOO under, 7th gt!lde 1. Chris Froome, Britain, Sky, 63:25:55. W g, me em, ! e, II n 
NBC _ Tour daJ fr:;;ce. Stege 20, at end under, 5th grade end under! Jrd 2, Romeln Bordet, France, AG2R Le Fans making the trip to Martins Ferry tern We • 
M elll F ( -d I ! grede end under) Jrd grade w I be Mondlele, :23 behind. h uld t 1 f d f ti The West Virginia offense, meanwhile, 

ani e, rin~asa~ epe c,oech pitch. The da.adllne fo,,r 11ppllc,i• 3. Rigoberto Uren, Colomble, Cannon• bas 0th OblexpecdaWot ov~p~~ olrma onsakas w1·11 be tr1'ggered by Wheeling Central's 
12:JOi.m.{SL.tndavl tone la Tuesday, ug. 1. you ere daleDrapac,:29. O an est lfgtrua pan On ffi --

FS1 _ NHRA, Moper Mlle•Hlllh Nellon· Interested In hevino a team, plaase con- •· Mlklill Londa, Sp11ln, Sky, 1:36. • lid fli rt I ( th • In mak • Isaac Rine. 
eln, quellfyln8, at Denver (11em9-d5y t11ct the recreation department. email: 6. Fabio Aru, Italy, Amane, 1~5. mg a SO, ~ 0 0 ge elf p Y ers ID M ]' ' Ch S and W , ' Cod 
tape) whoo!lngreo®gmell.com: office phone: 6. Dan!el Mertln, Ireland, Qulck•Step space at all times. agno tu S ase treet err S Y 

GOLF 3CM·23,1-36-41;Tomcell:304•639·6326 ''""- 2·66 "I' gb ' (' Obi ) Enn'e111· w1·111·me up wi'th Rine m' the back 
7 1.m. Trlatletphi1 C.u Wash . 7 "Si~o~ Vetoe Britain Orlce•Scoll t S tou er 1or us to prepare 1or O -

NBC_ Brltl~h Open, third round, et lay~f11~;\ir~~h:0~iidndJe e~~~o~~~~ :;~ 
1 
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Sauthport. England fundrelser from 12:30-3:30 p.m. Satur- • ou e On ell, ou r ce, err coac g Swu, nes Sill . Vl-
2 P-m, dey Aug 19 et Prograsnlve Benk· TeamEm!retes,6:62• I C h J h d t C ti Donovan Spencer Wbeelm'15 Central's John FS1 - USOA, U.S. Junior Am11teut w00ctadal~ Brandt, 875 Netlonal Road, 9. Warren Bargull, Frenca, Sunweb, OUS y OllC UStUS COaC e a. 000 Oil , 

~~~~~.n:~;r.,champ1onshlpm11\ch,et lnWheellng. ~;FAib C d s I T Ii:. Valley, but there are several assistants from Burkhalter and Bishop onahue's J.C. 

4p.m. ------------~ se8,tred;,
1
t,_/nla or, pan, re. East Liverpool, too. We're not quite sure Custer. 

~z~p~,ii~~~~~a~t~u~'.i~mpl- I 'ON THIS DATE I 1~ ... ~l11no CaJ"UJJO, lttly, BMC Racing, what they're going to run more of. But, still, Up front, Linsly's Gage Giovengo is Hst-

NBC -. Brhl9~;3QO~~- hlgh!lghtl, nl ., __________ _. !i N~Jro OulntenB, Co!ombl11, Movl1tar, football 15 football nnd "Ye'll adjust llS need ed n1 tight end. 
1 

south port, England eompUsd bv PAUL MONTELLA 13:02. be once the game gets gomg." Cameron's Lander James is the starting 
7 p.m. 1905 - Weldon Henley of the ~~: ~!::eNtwtt~~~~,~~!::lkR La Actually, It'll be a mixture. It'll be Conot- center, while Morgnntown's Dante Cartier 

GOLF - l.PGA Tour, M11111\hon Cleeslc, Phlladelphle Athletics pltchad e no-hit• Vall ' ff ' h "th E nnd University's Peyton Powroznik llfe the 
third round, et Svlv11nlo, Ohio (,nme- tor, deleetlng the SI. Louis Brown!! 8-0 Mondlale, 23;33, ton ey_ S O enStVe SC eme WI ast 
day tape) In the first game ore doubleheader. II 16• Emenu,I Bu~hmenn, Germany, Liverpool S defensive scheme since Potters ~uards. At tack1e, Wheeling Park's Hayden 

4 i.m.!Sumt.vl wa11thahlghll9htofHan!""'a-4•11tiee• Borlil-l--ten11groh•.Jl:Ol. head hJ hL d \ • headin th d U I r '(' Z k Mart' "jj GDlF - Brltl1h Open, flnel round, 11t son. ., .HI .. JIJlf.e.Felllu, France, Fortune □- CoaC OS U W g 1S Spell! g e erry an n Ve SI Y S UC 1Il Wl 

Soolhport, 'J= RACING 1906 - Bob Ewl,g pltch•d tho '?r:.~t.';'~~11,mo, """"''""'· T,ak, defensive unit this week for the Buckeye start. 
Cincinnati Reda to a 10-3 victory over State Ohio's defense will feature Ball and 

Bp.m. the Phlledelphle Phl!l!ecs without e 11ln- Segafredo, 36:l3• • 
FS2 - Sarotoge Live, Diena Stekan, at I ,_, --' b hi 18. Cerl011 Beteni;ur, Colombia, Movls- ''We're tryini to do things offensively that River' S Mason Ladygn at the tackle spot, 
Saratoga Springs Ny De assist rag,wervu V s te11mmetea. tar, 36:25. , n aid "Y 

MLB BASEBALL 1926 - Cincinnati had fourtrlple-, in 18. Serge Peuwels, Bali;i!um, Dimension you can t pre !Ct, Justus S • OU can while Steubenvi1le' S Drone Moore and 

F61 _ St. Loul!! !i~~go Cubs ::a::h~uaa:~i~~~~~:~t~.
9
ct~~~:rk~ Dale, 31:31. kind of predict what both teams are going to River's Luke Matusik Dre ticketed for the 

7 p.m. er hit two In the Inning to Oe en NL ~;~~~1 Benool, Bel.ilum, Lotto Soudel. be on defense. We Wllllt to spread pet;>ple out starting end spots. 
e p.m. 1962 - Fl~..--1 Rob!n11on of the Chica- an o ome O e FSl -TllXB:3 at T11mpn Bay record for most triple.a In an Inning. AJ,a d ~ t neJate s f th Ihm' gs they can B1'g Red's Zane Zimnus' h w·111 be at one 

"'" •2. Nll'lll Brown, United Statat, Cannon- d d • If ]' • d' • al j' b k ( j • h C b 'd ' ATT- Ptttaburgh et Colorado go While So:oc h!l-d 111:o: slogtes In 11• at- dale Drapac, 1:S..:33. O e eilStVely, )'OU IOe Up In trn JlIOO me ac er Spo a Ong Wit am fl ge S 
MLB _ Region~~ !~1:~rage, N.Y.' Yan• R:t d~/ 7-3 victory over the BOlilOn 48. Andrew Telen1ky, United Stelen, formations, then It's challenging because Garth Charlton nod Cambridge's William 
!lees at Seattle OR Boston et LA, Angel$ 1967 - The Atlante Breve-:i uaed I Cannondele Orep11e, 2:ol:l 3, you don't know the front" Lowe { j I eel J ) 153. Taylor Phinney, United Staten, Can- • 
geme.a ~ .. nXEDn progres 51ARTS me]or league rocord five pltcherw In the nondale Drepac, •:17:16. Ohio will go with Austin Mayfield of East In the secondary, Shadyside's Billy John-

...,. MAflTIAl ninth Inning ol e 5-4 win over the St. 
6p.m. LOtJ!s C11rdln.el:,,, The pltchenl were Ken TourckfrancaSt■p:I Liverpool at quarterback. Meadowbrook's son will strut at strong_snfety, while Toron-

~ox Y J'FC Fight Night, prellma. el Johnson, Raman Hernendez, Cleude July 1 - Stece Ona: Duesseldorf, ~r- Konnor Roberts will be his understudy and to's Danny Zdinnk will roam at free safety. 
8W O Bp.m. RUop,,hmm~n_d, Dick Kalley end Cecll many, lndlvlduel Umatrlal !Ukm-tl.7 seeacti'on. Th s Cl • ·11 ' z h 

FOX - UFC Fight Night Chri11 Wa!d- "" mllu) (lt.llga: Gere!nl Thomes, Britain; e corners are t. atrSVI e S llC 
men Vll. Kelvin Gastelum. lit New York 2000 - Setittle'I! 13•6 wln over Te~ YaltowJeaey: Thom11s) In the backfield, Harrison Centrnl's Jesse Bi~elow and Buckeye Trait's Troy Pontius. 

MOTOR8PORTS was Interrupted for 64 minute~ when a J I s T o Id rt JI 'jj f 1 I 'l J d' rainstorm drenched fans et Safeco Flil!d u y 2 - toge wo: Uel!.se O to Ba WI see u I back duty I w 11 e n Jan ,pecial teams has been a point of empha-
NBCSN - AUA"t:uc1111 011 1 

.Pro end the $617.6 million ntedlum·1 rool ~~~i~i1:t~~~~~~;,1,!,;g~~~2
6.-") (Mar- Creek's Robert Coppa will be the starting sis this week, according to botJt coaches. 

Motocron, Spring Creek Natlonal, at wouldn't cloae beanu11e 0 1 a computer July 3 - Siege Three: Vervlern, Bel- tailback. W • H' h' Mi h j Mills 'II ki k d 
Millvll!o, Minn. illllmO·deY tapel probl6m. The roof fln11lty bitgen closing glum to Longwy, Frence, hilly (212_5. elf Jg S C ae WI C an 

POKER ' ebout 20 m!nutsa lalar. 132.0) Water Sagan, 51ovekl.e; Thomas) On the JJ:erlmeter, Ohio ~ans to io wjth Park's Meezi Mosby will ~unt. For Ohio, 

ESPN - World Serial! ol Poker, r!ni:11 winning Btie111( ended ea Slln Franclaco ti i~t-;I, ~:t8 !2~-!:S-f28,8! {A;n:~ e rure S us n eyser, a ms erry·s Mayfield wi1 punt nnd Ws otter teammate 
8p.m. 2004 - J111on Schmldt'e 12-gnme JI 5 F M ndorf:tas a I B II ' ' J ~ K rt' ' 1 

Ll!ble, et las Vegeti ' 1,11 to Sen D!ego 9--4. Schmidt (12-31 Dtimare, France;Thom,nl Jack Davis an Buckeye Locnl's Sean Mil- Dy fan Kidder will handle the placements. 
SOCCER wea off from the outaat In hie wornl July 5 _ Sti,ge Five: \lll!el to La 
3:30 p.m. ltllfl of the neeaon, ellowing eight run,, Ptsnche dea Balles FIiia.a, hilly (160.6--

LIFE- NINSL, Ortando et Chicago nine hlte end four walks in 5 2-3 99,n fFeblo Aru, Italy; Chris Froome, 
ESPN - MLS, :.t1:ied Bulla et Min• lnnlng11.. It Wlln hi!! f!rlt lo:sa in 17 !!tal"U Britain) 
OOl!ota United 5/nw~fl'I"~ ~lfonao Soriano hed three July 8 - Siege She: Ve11oul to Troyn, a p.m. fiat (216-13,1.2) (Kluet; Froome) 
ESPN - lnternetlon11I Champ1on• Cup, doubles, e triple end &eorod two runs to July 7 - Stage Seven: Troyes to Nult■• 
Juventun v,. FC Bucelone, 111 Ee,t leed Wiuihlngton to e 7-3 victory over Selnt·Georgen, flat !213.6--132,'7) {K!ttet; 
Rutherford, N.J. tha Chlc:ago Cubs. Froomaf 

8 p,m. 2007 - Th& Naw York Yankees hed July 8 _ Stege Eight: Dole to Station 
ESPN2- tntarruUonal Cllemplone Cup, 25 hit!! In a 21--4 rout of Tampa Bay. The dea Rou11e11, hilly t187.~-111!.5) tllllen 
Perla Se!nt--Germaln VII. Tottenham Hot- Yankees hit !!Ix home runa In the game, Celmeflme, France; Froome) 
apur, 111: Orl■ndo, Fla. Including two by Shelley Duncan. July 9 - Stag11 Nine: N11n1U11 to Chem· 

10p.m, 2008 - Florlde'1 Rick VMdenHurk bery, mounteln !161.6-112.B) (Rll}Oberto 
FS1 - CONCACAF Gold Cup, '8mlnnel, threw five hltleu Innings ind c:omblned LI=, Colombia; Froome) 
Caste R!ca v11. United States, et Arllng• with three ralleve111 for a one-hit, HJ July 10- Rut Dey: OordogllB 
ton. Ti:i)(lls • win over All11nt11, July 11 - Stll}tt 1(}: Perlgueux to Berg-

WNBA BASKETBAU. 2012 - Seth Smith h!t a tying homer erac, flet (178--110.6) {Klttel; Fruome) 
ABC_ WNSA 3~J3.:!';•G.eme, ~ast VI!. ln the ninth Inning, Coco Crl~p e!ngled July 12 _ Stage 11: Eymet to Pau, flat 

WM, at Seetlle ~~em:u~~Tnton~k1~~~n 1rhl~tjc!
2

~~1~~~ ~:t3
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1
,!~tt~i:F;~~r:':iavr11gudu. 

from four runs down to atun the Naw mountain {214.5·133.3) (Romain Bartlet, 
York Yenkeat1 6-,1 end complote II four- France; Aru) I NFL CALENDAR I 

:~i·. 36--H~~oofF~~~~eYr'~:ii of Fame 
lnduct!onn. 
Aug. 9·13 - First pre1oe1on weekend 
ot gemes. 
Smpt. 2- Cutdown lo 63-mnn roster, 
SapL J - CreaUon crf 10-man practice 
squad!! allowed, 
~w~ e";;g~J.on opener, ~= City 
Sept. 10 - Flrot full d11y of mgu!.ar·&aa• 
10n oemel!-
~ 6f~'n~~n~ Baltimore va. Jacllonvl!le 

Oct. 1 - New Orleen, vs. Miami at 
London. 
Oct. 17-18 - Fell meolfngs ln New 
Yo,k. 
Oct. 22 - Arlzone v11. Los Ani;iolea 
Ram, et London. 
Oct, 29 - Mlnna9ote vs. Cleveland at 
London. 
OcL 31 -Trade deadllno. 
Nov, 19 - Naw England VII, 011kl11nd at 
Mexko City. 
Dec. 31 - Regular 11eason ends, 

game sweep. The Yank1ea had not July u - Sta8e 13: Salnt·Glrone to 
been ,witpt In a four-gama sariaa since Folx, mounteln {101·82.8) {Warren Eulr-
Mav 2003 agelm;tTorunto. guil, Frence; Aru) 

2012 - Albert Pujols and Bobby Wil• July 15 - Sttige U: Blagnet: to Radel, 
son homered, and Mika: Trout 11Corod a hll!y {181.6-112.61 (Mlch11el Metthaws, 
run In h~ 14th connecuttve game to 181 Aultr11lle; Froome) 
en AL rookie rocord, leading the Los July 16 _ Stage 16: Laluac-Severac 
Angeles Angel£ lo e 7.,1 win over Te.us. l'Eglile to Le Puy--fln•Veley, hilly (169.6-

2012 - Ryan Ooum!t homar&d from 117.71 (Beuke Mollema, Natherl1nd11; 
both s!d81! or tho plate ■nd drove In four Froomef 
run1 to lead Mlnne3ote to 11 7·6 win July 17- Rut Dey: Le Puy-an.Velay 
over Kanan11 City. Juty 18 - Siege 111: UI Puy-en•Valey to 

2013- Ryw B111un, tntl 2011 Notion• Romenl!•nur-lt1ere, fl11t (165-102.5) 
el UI-OIJUe MVP, WIiii au1pendod for the (M11nhirw1; Froomel 
rm al the 11Da1on end the postse11son, July ,e _ Siege 17: LIi Mure to Serr•· 
the etart of aanctlon11 Involving pleye111 Chavetler, mounteln {163·113.7) iPrlmoz 
reportodly tied to a Florida clinlc Rogllc. Slovenle; Froomel 
accused of distributing performence- Ju!y 20 _ Stage 18: Brhmcon to tzcerd, 
enh11ndng drug,. The Milwaukee Braw- mountain (179.6-111 .Sf !B1rguil; 
era 15tar occeptetJ the 65---game ben, 15 Froome! 
gnmaa more then the one he avoided J I 21 s ,e Embru I Salon­
ia.at year whon en erblt111tor cvertumod d~~ruv;;;ce~f?5et 12k.s-13a'1i°(Edveld 
hfn po~ltlve teat for a1eveted ta1toa- Boeason Hag9n, NolWl!ly; Froorrn,) 
terone be{:aU!!l the urine aample hod Todey _ Stege 20: M11mllle, Individual 
been improperiy hendlltd. time trial (22,5-14.0) 

Today's b!rthd11yn: Jake Berreu 26; July 23- Stage 21: Mont8eron to Par~ 
Ryan \loge!soog 39. CtJ.amp3.J:!yiie1r.1, fllll (103-6-4.0) 

Browns Coach Launches 
Foundation to Combat 
Human Trafficking 

By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer 

BEREA, Ohio - Cleveland Browns 
coach Hue Jackson is tacklin~ a disturbing 
problem that's not always visible. 

Jackson and bis wife, Michelle, have 
launched a foundation to support organi­
zations that combat human trafficking and 
aid its victims, women who are exploited, 
abused and scarred for life. 

"We're all in," Jackson said during a 
kickoff event at the team's headquarters. 
"We want to make a difference in this 
area." 

On Thursday, The Hue Jackson Foun­
dation announced a partnership with the 
Salvation Army of Greater Cleveland to 
provide secure housing for women who 
have been victimized by human traffick­
ing - modem-day slavery that involves 
the use of force, fraud or coercion to 
obtaln some type of labor or commercial 

sex act 
Jackson's affiliation will raise aware­

ness to an issue that often goes unreported 
and undetected. 

"I'm not afraid of a challenge," said 
Jackson, who went just 1-15 during his 
first season with the Browns. "We've seen 
the lm1;act of what this creature does to 
people.' I 

The 12-bed recovery facility', named In 
honor of Jackson, will offer a safe envi­
ronment for victims to heul and focus on 
treatment. Officials say there are less than 
I 00 beds available nationwide for the 
estimated I 00,000 identified 'trafficking 

victims annually. : 
Jackson said the foundatio)l believes 

safe housing is essential to sllrvivors in 
order to break trnfficklng's circle. Jack­

son, who has three daughters, 'wus joined 
at the foundation's kickoff by ~hio Attor-

ney General Mike De Wine. ! 
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T-L Photoo/RICK THORP 
ABOVE: River's Cody Saksa, left, and Mason Ladyga, right, arrive at Bethany College on Saturday morning to check 
Into camp for next Saturday's OVAC Rudy Mumley Football All-Star Game. BELOW RIGHT: Shadyslde's Donnie 
Meadows gets his paperwork In order with game officials. 

A;I I-Stars arrive focused 
• Preparations begin for OVAC 
Rudy Mumley All-Star Game 
By RICK THORP 
Tlmes Leader Sports Writer 

BETHANY· - The count­
down bus begun in earnest for 
the annual OV AC Rudy 
Mumley Football All-Star 
Game. V 

Saturday morning at 
Bethany College's 
Thomas P. Johnson 
Health and Recre­
ation Center, players 
from Ohio and Wes 
Virginia arrived in a 
steady stream to 
check in for what 
promises to be a week 
of lively camp action. 

"I'm very happy," Ohio 
head coach Karl Justus said. 
"I've been looking forward to 
this for a very long time. I 
think we have a great staff and 
some really good players.'' 

West Virginia head coach 
John Durdin~s was eager to 

, get to work as he watched his 
players enter and pick up their 
equipment 

"It's so exciting to get 
things started," he ·beamed. 
'"Obviously, from the time we 

started picking teams and the 
kids started submitting 
whether they were going to 
come, we've been anticipating 
this. 

''Like I said, the excite­
ment is here. I think the kids 

are excited and we're 
ready to get going." 

Players looked liked 
kids on Christmas 
morning as they 
entered the doors of 
the TPJ and were 
greeted by OV AC 
football commission­

er Dave Clutter. From 
there, it was on to the 

registration desk, where the 
step-by-step registration 
began. Following a stop at the 
T-shirt counter, players picked 
up their room keys and made 
their way into the indoor track 
area where former Cameron 
High head coach Jim Rogers 
was there to help them with 
equipment, etc. 

Players on both sides got to 
work Saturday and will do so 
for the next week, culminating 
with, the game, slated for this 

See, ARRIVE, Page 82 
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Saturday night at 7 at Mattins Ferry's· Purple Rider Sta­
dium. The game had to be moved there after structural 
damage was found this spring at Wheeling Island Stadi­
um. 

Justus said he'll have his players in shells today after 
going through a shorts workout Saturday. Then, Monday, 
it's lime to start hitting. 

The former Conotton Valley head coach said he's excit­
ed about the coaching stuff he's put together and believes 
the combination of strategies will be a benellL 

"Coach (Ryan) Ludwig from East Liverpool brought a 
few guys with him so he'll be familiar with them and I 
know the other guys a lot so we'll have a common bond 
and we can work together.'' 

Among Durdines' assistants arc Cameron assistant Eric 
James (the two worked together at Donahue) and former 
Madonna head coach Bob Kramer. 

Durdines, who rebuilt Bishop Donahue into a West Vir­
ginia Class A contender, can't wait to work with some or 
the Mountain State's top talcnt. 

"You have so much respect for the player's on other 
teams," he said. "It's great when you're sitting on the 
sideline and you 're watching a kid give J 00 percent and 
you're like 'Boy, I'd like to have that kid.' And, now, you 
have that chunce." 

Like Justus, Durdincs will spend the first few days of 
camp introducing his tc1111inology and starting to llnd the 
right fit for each of his players. 

"Every kids is going to play," he said. 'Tm all about 
giving these kids an opportunity to play. The more they 
show me out here, the more they'll play come Saturday." 

spectivc." 
The Mystic Rock course 

played host to a few PGA 
events in the early 2000s 
und while there are no plans 
lo bring the main circuit 
back to either that course or 

: Shepherd's Rock, the door 
is dclinitely not closed. 

"I think we just want to 
get this course opened Jirst 
and let it mature," Ulevich 
said. 

Arca One 
Tourriamcnt Moves 

Controversy smrnunding 
the Rudy Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Game has been a 
hot topic this week. Severn! 
players were being forced 
to choose whether to partic­
ipate in the summer classic 
or their respective legion 
baseball tournament. 

A couple months ago, I 
wrote a column saying kids 
shouldn ·1 just focus on one 
sport. So I am very much in 
favor of Jetting the players 
participate in both - espe­
cially when a pep rnlly and 
an ice cream social is all 
they would miss. 

I personally like Tom 
Rutaiczak and Bob Koch 
and think the OV AC does a 
lot of good things for our 
student-athletes, but I dis­
agree with them on this, 

PosT1 

Fortunately, a wrong has 
been put right thanks to t11e 
managers of the Area One 
Legion Tournament. The 
double-elimination tourna­
ment, which begins Tues­
day, has been moved from 
the 1-4 70 Complex to 
Bethany College. 

That means Wheeling's 
Isaac Rine, Gage Giovengo, 
and Butter Murray, as well 
as Weinon's Michael Mills, 
will not have to leave the 
Bethany College campus 
and will be eligible for both 
the Arca One Tournament 
and next weekend's football 
classic at the Dave Brnney 
Football Complex in Mar­
tins Fen-y. 

Kudos to Mark Dcl­
bruggc, Jason Swartzmiller 
and Bill Burkett for helping 
to make this happen. By 
virtue or Wheeling's victory 
against Weirton on Friday, 
Post I earned the top seed. 
Tuesday will sec 
Moundsville and Weirton 
battle at 6 p.m. with the 
winner takrng on Wheeling 
on Wednesday. An elimina­
tion game will be played 
Thursday with the champi­
onship being held Friday. 

Josh Strope ca11 be 
reached at jstrope@ 
thei11telligencer.11et 

(Continued from Page 13) because I haven't been 
th.rowing a football a lot. 
Bishop Donahue's scheme 
is pass first and we have 
been shotgunning it around 
the last COU)?le days," 

."Friday morning, my dad 
srud they were working on 
getting the game moved to 
Bethany and I jumped out 
of bed packing my stuff and 
here I am." • . · 

It is a decision that Dur­
dines and Delbrugge are 
both very happy with as the 
Post I leadoff hitter and 
left-fielder and W.Va. quar­
terback out of Wheeling 
Central will have a lot of 
work to do this week. 

"We have been doing 
this our whole life," Rine 
said. "It is rough on the arm 
because you are throwini; a 
little white ball for a while 
then going back to throw~ 
ing a football. But I feel" 
that after throwing the foot-· 
bml the past couple days, I 
will go to play baseball 
(today) like I can throw it 
from center field to home 
plate. 

"I ice a Jot and my arm is , 
feeling pretty rough 

Count G10vengo as ·one 
who also breathed a sigh of 
relief when the news came 
down. 

"I run really glad I get to 
do both," the Linsly yroduct 
said. "The guys have 
talked to say (the all-star 
game) is something they 
have remembered all of 
their lives. I run excited to 
do that and to also have this 
opportunity to play for a 
state championship and 
compete with my team. 

"It ls not as stressful now 
that everything has worked 

Post 1 Trio 
ls Pulling 
Double Duty 

By JOSH STROPE 
Sports Editor 

BETHANY - The chance to play in 
the Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Foot­
ball Game has been the dream of many 
local kids growing up. 

The chance to go for an 
impressive third straight 
American Legion state cham­
pionship is something you 
can't turn down. 

Luckily for three Wheeling 
Post I players, they won't 
have to. 

Thanks to the combined 
efforts of the OV AC, 
Bethany College, W.Va. foot­
ball coach John Durdines and 
American Legion managers 
Mark Delbrugge, Jason 
Swartzmiller and Bill Bur­
kett, the Area One Tourna­
ment was moved from the 
J.B. Chambers 1-4 70 Com-

Rine 

plex to Bethany. Murray 

Stadium issues have 
OVAC All-Star Game 
plans up in the air 
By CASEY JUNKINS 

, For The Times Leader 

WHEELING - In about three months, Wheeling 
: Island Stadium is scheduled to host the annual OV AC 
Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game and Queen of 

, Queens competition. 
: But Ohio County Schools officials need to patch a siz­
' able hole at the top of the seating section on the west side 
I of the stadium if that is going to happen, as two of the 
I concrete panels are on the ground. One of these tumbled 
I to the ground Monday, while contractors worked to 
! remove the adjacent one that oflicials found damaged on 
, Friday. 
: "I am not going to press the panic button at this point," 
OV AC Executive Secretary and Treasurer Tom Rataiczak 

' said Monday. "I nm waiting until the engineers look at IL" 
School officials said they planned to have structural 

engineers at the stadium today to evaluate the damage and 
assist school leaders in planning their next move. At this 
point, it is not known if the entire seating section will need 
to be replaced, or if officials will be able to reattach the 
fallen panels. Players were only allowed 

one absence, and with at least 
two games to be played this 
week in Wheeling, Isaac 
Rine,, Gage Giovengo and 
Jacob "Butter'' Murray were 
going to be faced with a 

\ "We don't know how much of it, if any, will be shut 
, down," Rataiczak said of the stadium. "We will wait until 
, we hear something definitive from them." 

tough choice. • 
In the end, the two sides 

came to a solution that bene- Glovengo 
fits everyone. 

For Rine, it was a welcome surprise. 
"I think it was Thursday night I was set 

on not playing because as much as I want­
ed to do this - it has been a dream of 
mine since I was a little kid - I couldn't 
do that to my leipon team," Rine said. "I 
have been comnutted to them for the past 
four years. Thursday night I went to bed 
upset because I had to turn down this 
opportunity. 

See POST 1, Page 17 

out, Making that decision 
was going to be a tough 
one. I expect this week to 
b~ pretty exhausting. And 
with the heat and Bethany's 
foQtball field and basebalJ 
field both being turf, it is 
iomg.to be hot. But you 
Just have to do it and I think 
you are going to see a 'W' 
from Wheelinff Post J and 
West Virginia. 

Murray wasn't too wor­
ried, saying "I knew it 
would work itself all out." 

For him, the big11est chal­
lenge will be playrng foot­
ball after a Jong time away. 

Murray hasn't seen 
action on a football field 
since the fourth week of last 
season because of an injury. 

"It's been good so fnr,,1' 

the Llnsly standout said, 
"(Being back on the field) 
feels good. 

"I'm glad to be back. It 
has been a little bit diffi­
cult, but not as much as you 
would think. 

"I run glad to be able to 
be both. Hopefully we can 
come away with two wins." 

The three Post J players 

Rataiczak said Monday he has not considered alterna­
tive sites for this year's event, but did mention that the 
·OV AC game has been played •in Martins Ferry and 
Steubenville "a couple of times" due to flooding or reno­
vations at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

See, OVAC, Page 82 

• 

won't be the only ones 
pulhng double duty. Weir­
ton Post JO standout pitch­
er Michael Mills was 
selected as the W.Va. kick­
er. 

Wheeling Post I will 
take on Moundsville at 5 
p.m. today in the second 
game of the Area O'ne 
Tournament. 

• 



OVAC All-Star Game 
West Virgi'nia, Ohio 

Set For Annual Battle 

Photo b}' Josh Strope 
Lander James, left, poses with his dad, Eric, during 
OVAC Media Day on Monday at Bethany College. 

James Family 
Ready for Q,ne 
Final Game 

By JOSH STROPE 
Sports Editor 

• Photo by ash Strope 
-Bob Koch, game director for the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football.Game, is flanked by 
Ohio coach Karl Justus and West Virginia coach John Durdines on Monday at Media Day at 
Bethany College. 

BETHANY - Talk to 
Eric James about his son, 
Lander, and his eyes light 
up. Possibly might even 
swell up. There is no doubt 
he Is one proud papa. 

offensive line this season, 
earning first tenm All-V nlley 
and All-OV AC ahd s~cial 
honorable mention all,stilte. 

He was an easy choice to 
be selected for the 72nd 
Annual Rudy Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Football 
Charity □assic. 

Durdines, Justus excited about their teams The two have been 
together on a football field 
for a long time and it has 
been quite a ride, including 
Cnmeron's perfect 10-0 reg­
ular season m 2016. 

• 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

BETHANY - The preparations 
for the annual OV AC Rudy Mum­
ley All-Star Football Game are 
officinlly in full swing. 

The players and coaches have 
been on campus since Saturday and 
have five practices under their belt 
as they continue to work toward 
Snturday night's kickoff at 7: I 5 at 
MnrtinB Ferry's Purple Rider Stadi-

OVAC 
(Continued from l'nge 11) 

"I think they're better when they just play 
. than goin~ through drills," Justus said .. 

''The kids are all in pretty good shape and 
there's a lot of talent here. We just have to 
get it nil gelled together." 

Though every coach and player who 
takes in uny games wants to wm, Durdincs 
and his coaching staff have added motiva­
tion since they're representing Bishop Don­
ahue for the final time. Donahue, which 
won the OV AC Class IA title last fnll, has 
been closed for the upcoming school year. 

"We're coaching this game as hard as we 
would if we were preparing for the state 
championship game." Durdines said. "We 
want to win in.the worst way, but still foot­
ball is about having fun. The kids under­
stand that if they take care of business for 
these two hours (on the practice field), 
they'll be able to savor and enjoy every 
minute outside of here. This game is an 
experience." . 

Durdines, who has been a palt of two pre­
vious West Virginia staffs for the OVAC 
Game, wants his team to enjoy every ounce 
of the week as much ns possible. 

"This game will allow these kids to build 
relationships and friendships that they'll be 
able to have forever," Durdines said. "We 
definitely have some chaructcrs on this 
team, but that's in a good way. The kids arc 
really bonding and that's what this is 
about" 

The West Virginia players have been 
maximizing their time on the practice field. 
according to their he.id coach. 

"The big learning cµrve is with the quar­
terbacks because of the system and tenni­
nology differences, but they"re getting bet­
ter each and every practice," Durdincs said. 
"We're preparing to win a game, but this 
whole experience is fun." 

According to Justus, Ohio could play 
today if need be, defensively. However. the 
offense, which is the side of the ball he 
coaches, is still coming together. 

um. "It's a busy time, but it's also 
been a fun time because of these 
kids and how they've handled 
everything," Justus said 

Both squads took a break from 
their practices Monday afternoon 
to take part in media and photo day 
on the campus of Bethany College. 

Ohio head coach Karl Justus and 
West Virginia head coach John 
Durdines are both overwhehningly 
excited with their respective teams. 

Not just from a football perspec­
tive, but including their behavior 
and attitudes. 

''We went full go (Monday) for 
the first time and the kids are renlly 
picking things up well" 

During the Buckeye State's 
first practice Monday, they went 
live for much of the workout, which 
Justus was happy with. 

While the end of that ride 
could have came with the 
Dragons' loss in the playoffs 
last season, there is still one 
more gnme to go . 

"This is a pretty big dcul 
on my part," Lander Jomes 
said Monday at OV AC 
Media Day at Bethany Col­
lege. 

"Not a lot of people In my 
family have been in this 
gnme and not many people 
from my school get selected. 

Please See OV AC, Page 12 
Lander James made a 

name for himself on the 
Please See JAMES, 

Page 13 

"The defense has really come together 
well and it's ahead of the offense, but that's 
nonnal because they don't have as much to 
grasp, mentally," Justus said. "The kids 
looked good (Monday) and I don't know ii 
it's them learning the plays better or the fact 
that we went full bore. We'll get there by 
Saturday." 

OVACNOTES 
■ Justus admittc_d that he hasn't yet 

learned everyone's name on his team, but 
he's getting there. 

"I know most of them, but all of the assis­
tants know the names," Justus said. "I coach 
the offense, so [ am good on the offensive 
side." 
■ Both staffs arc currently down a coach. 

West Virginia is without former Madonna 
head coach Bob Kramer, who is under the 
weather after a trip to Las Vegas last week. 

"I am still hoping Bob will be able to join 
the staff," Durdmes said. "He called me Sat­
urday and said he's going to try to get (to 
camp) later in the week. We have the 
utmost respect for Bob and hope he can get 
here. He"s a cherished friend." 

Ohio is without Justus' son, K.B. He's a 
member of the coaching staff at Lancaster 
and it has its cmnp going on. He's expected 
to re-join Ohio later in the week. 
■ Cambridge product Garth Charlton 

used his one excused absence from camp 
shortly after the team picture was taken 
Monday. He headed back to Gucrney Coun­
ty to re-join the Cambridge American 
Legion baseball team for its game against 
St. Clairsville. St. Clairsville players Billy 
Johnson (Shadyside) and Dom Wallace 
(Martins Ferry) elected to stay in camp. 
■ The McDonald's All-Star Band mem­

bers report to Bethany this morning to begin 
their preparations for Saturday's game. 111c 
band has 14 7 members. 
■ The players, coaches and Queen of 

Queens candidates will be honored tl1is 
evening at the nnnual George StragCr 
Evening _with the Stars Banquet at the While 
Palace inside Wheeling Park. 

JAMES 
(Continued from Page 11) 

"It would have been nice 
to have one more person 
from our tean1, but two peo­
ple is good and we are both 
excited to be here." 

Lander James, who fin­
ished last season at 6-foot-3 
and and I 9 5 pounds, but 
currently stands at 6-5 and 
230 pounds, is joined by on 
the West Virginia team by 
tailback Michael Starcher. 

Starcher, who rushed for 
1,557 yards and 18 touch­
downs last season, can thank 
James for opening so many 
holes for him throughout his 
career. That cou1d be a 
familiar theme. come Satur­
day at the Dave Bruney 
Football Complex in Martins 
Ferry. 

While Lander James like­
ly expected Starcher to be 
joining him, one person he 
wasn't was his father. 

This season, the coaching 
staff was from the OV AC 
Class I A division. That was 
Bishop Donahue. 

Bis hop Donahue coach 
John Durdines goes back n 
long way with Eric James. _It 
was where James got !us 
start When Durdines asked 
him to come aboard last Jan­
uary, the answer was an easy 
one. 

"(Bishop Donahue). is 
where I cut my teeth, gettmg 
out of college as a 22-year­
ol.d kid," Eric James said. 
"Fortunately John called me 
up and asked 'do you want 

to come back with us one 
last time?' He didn't have to 
ask me twice. 

"When you get to spend 
the last week of a high 
school career with your own 
.son, it is special. I am 
blessed to be here and hav­
ing a wonderful time. 

"[ have coached him since 
he started his seventh grade 
year at Cameron, starting 
there with Jim Rogers und 
getting the last few years 
with Coach Holt. My son 
has turned into a went young 
man and to see htm out here 
and internet with nil these 
great players and the oppo~­
tunity to play Saturday. It 1s 
one thing to be a conch, but 
•when you get to spend that 
much more time with your 
son, it is amazing." 

The feeling is mutual. 
"It is pretty nice to hove 

him coach me here/' Lander 
James said. "He has always 
been there for me, nil 
through high school and now 
gets to be here for me in the 
OV AC All-Star Game. 

"He hus helped me 
through the years with my 
attitude, my skill and all-in­
nil knowledge of the game of 
football." 
' Expect there to be a warm 
embrace when the final 
whistle blows Saturday 
night, before the younger 
James heads off to his next 
step, moving to tight end at 
Fainnont S'.t .. ,-



Cameron coach to lead free youth football clinic 
By JOSH STROPE 
For The Times Leader 

MARTINS FERRY - The 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Charity Football Classic is one of 
- if not the - highlight of the 
season for the Ohio Valley Ath­
letic Conference. 

Before the standouts of today 
take the field July 22 at Purple 
Rider Stadium for the rumual con­
test, the possible stars of tomor­
row get their chance to learn 

. ■ 

• Cameron _:_ 
C~nli~ued from Page 5 1 

abo ';1th .1h~J?, it is more 
full u soc~lizmg and hope-
. Y ,IJlal?ng sure everyone 
IS go!?g· III the same direc­
/1 on, Holt said with a 
augh. "There are going to 

be a range of abilities and 
~e oal~ have 90 minutes so 
1 won t be too in d h 
Hope~ully they ca~ :g~~ 
ou,( of 1t leruning something. 

We want to help them 
~uild self-esteem and go 
~ard With football. Foot-

IS a ~ame everyone can 
play, It Is not just for'the 
t1_gest kid or the fastest 

ko"We want the kids to 
?w. that when they see us 

:;" Fnday night, we are reg­
Jar people, too. Our coach­

es are out there to make 
hure everyone is safe and 

as f?n, It will be a great 
expe_nence for the price of 
nothing and a 
get the day s~~t way to 

Parents or legal guardians 
are required to have insur- . 

;:e an~ '."' present the day 
t clinic to sign a waiver 
0'!11 For more infonnatio 

v1s1t www n, 
J .ovac.org or emaii1 
. ames Companion at 
James@ssmUc.com 
pho,e (304) 639-1238. or 

more about the game. ics director) Kelly Rine came to 
my wife's yard sale the other day 
and asked me if I was interested. The annual free youth football 

clinic, the beginning of the 2017-
18 of the SUBWAY Sports Clinic 
series, will be held from 1-2:30 
p.m. Registration begins.at the sta­
dium from noon-12:45 p.m. 

"It is an honor and something I 
am looking forward to."· 

Holt will be joined by mem-

Leading, the camp will be 
Cameron coach Scott Holt 

• hers of his own staff, as well as 
coaches from John Marshall and 
Bethany College that are helping 
out. "I've never done this before, 

usually it is the Wheeling Park 
guys since the game is normally 
at Wheeling Island Stadium," 
Holt said. "(St. Clairsville athlet-

The instructors will teach the 
basic fundamentals of football 
and building self-esteem. The 
clinic is free and ~pen to boys 

• • 

Holt Set. 
.To Lead , 

iClinic 
Cameron coach 

\ taking over free 
football event July 22 

By JOSH STROPE , 
Sports Editor . 

MARTINS FERRY _ The 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Charity Football Classic is one of 
- if not the - Wghl!ghts of the 
season for the OWo Valley Athletic 
Conference. 

Before the standouts of today 
ta_ke the fjeld July 22 at Purple 
Rider Stadmm for the annual con­
test, the possible stars of tomorrow 
get their chance to learn m,ore 
about the game. 

. T_he annual free youth football 
clinic, the beginning of the 20 J 7_ 
18 _of the.SUBWAY Sports Clinic 
senes, "'.'11 be held from J-2:30 
P,m. Registration begins at the sta­
dium fro.m noon-12:45 p.m. 

■ 

and girls ages 6-13. 
"Within five minutes of me 

accepting It, I had coaches from 
three schools that wanted to join," 
Holt said. "Anytime you can vol­
unteer and help out, it Is a really 
special thing. It ls a great day for 
the valley. Us coaches, this isn't 
• about wins or losses and there is 
nothing on the line. 

''This ls about giving back and 
do what you got into this to do. It 
is going to be a great time." 

The 90-minute clinic will 

■ 

uua.uuuuu.:, pulilIS Ut:-LJ111uu 

focus on helping the kids improve 
on their mechanics. There will be 
no contact and children will learn 
more on stances and starts, as 
well as working with tackling 
dummies. 

While the middle ,qchool-aged 
players will be more advanced, 
Holt is hoping to get the younger 
kids a chance to feel what it "is 
like to, have a football In their 
hands for the first time· among 
their peers. 

See, CAMERQN, Page B2 
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HOLT--~----
<cont1oue11 from Page
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more on stances and Football is a game every­

starts, as well as working one can play. It is not just 

with tackling dummies. for the biggest kid or the 

While the middle fastest kid. 
school-aged players will "We want the kids to 

be more advanced, Holt is koow that when 'they see 

hoping to get the younger us on Friday night, we are 

kids a chance to feel what regular people, too. Our 

it is like·to have a football coaches are out there to 

i~ their hands for the first make sure everyone is 

tn:~,e among their p_eers. safe and has fun. It will be 

Wtth th~m,_ it ts more a great experience for the 

about soctahzrng and . price of nothing and a 

hopefully makmg sure great way to get the day 

• everyone 1s gotng In the started." 

same direction," Holt said Parents or legal· 

with a laugh. "There are guardians are required to 

go.In~ to be a range of have insurance and be 

.ab1liu_es and we only have present the day of the 

90 ~notes so ti won't be clinic to sign a waiver 

too m-dcpth. Hopefully form. For more informa­

they _can come. out of ti lion, visit www.ovac.org 

le'!Plmg somethmg. ~r email James Compan-

. We want to help them ton at jarnes@ssmJlc.com 

bmld self-esteem and go or phone (304) 639-

forward with football. 1238. 

Leadmg the camp will be 
Cameron coach Scott Holt 

"I've never 
done this before 
usually it is th~ 
Wheeling Park 
guys since the 
game is normally 
at Wheeling 
Island Stadium " 
Holt said. "(St. 
Clairsville athlet-

The Daily Jeffersozan, Cambridge, Ohio 

.L \ --------

Holt Jes director) 
Kelly Rine came 

10 my wife's yard sale the other 
day and asked me if I was interest­
ed. 

"It is. an honor and something J 
am looking forward to." 

Holt will be joined by members 
of his own staff, as well as coaches 
from John Marshall and Bethany 
College that are helping out 

1:he instructors w!II te~ch the 
b~ic _fundamentals of football and 
bwldmg self-esteem. The clinic is • 
free and open to boys and girls 
ages 6-13. 

"WHhin five minutes of me 
accepttng it, I had coaches from 
three schools that wanted to join " 
Holt said. "Anytime you can voi­
unte~r an? help out, it is a really 
specml thmg. It is a great day for 
the valley. Us coaches this isn't 
abo~t wins or losses and there is 
nogun~ o_n the line . 

. This 1s about giving back and 
do.mg ':"hat you got into this to do, 
It ts gomg to _be a great time." 

The 9.0-mmute clinic will focus 
on _helptng the kids improve on 
their mechanics. There will be no 
contact and children will learn 

Please See HOLT, Page 12 
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Bordas & Bordas Cup on the line Saturday 

at OVAC Mumley All-Star Football Game 

0 Up for grabs for the winning tea!ff ~a~is~n ~hoto/fhe Dally Jeffersonian 

VAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football G ~ r ay's arnual I'" 
ferry's Purple Rider Stadium Is ame s ated for M~rtins . .· 

displayed here by West Virginia ::,e d Bordahs & Bordas I Cup, • 

Jim Bordas and Ohio head he"i< coac John Durdlnes, 

Saturday's game, slated for a ~?,;c a~ Justus. Tickets for • 

today and Friday until 5 • p.m. ck-off, are avaUabl• ·-

Cambridg!', Advance tickets a~t$7 :td T~~tlDkally Jeffersonian office in 
n a c etsatthe11ateare$10. . 
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Preparations under way for OVAC All-Star Gatne 
By JEFF HARRISON • 
The Daily Jeffersonian 

BETHANY, WV 
- Preparations are well 
under way for the annual 
OVAC Rudy Mumley Af1.. 
Star Football Grune which 
takes place Saturday 
evening at Martins Ferry's 
Purple Rider Stadium. 

Players and coaches ar­
rived on the crunpus of 
Bethany College on Satur­
day and are well-en­
trenched in getting ready 
both physically and men­
tally for the annual mid­
sununer classic, which was 
moved from its traditional 
spot at Wheeling Island 
Stadium this year due to 
renovations at that facility. 

Both Ohio coach Ki,.rl 
Justus, who was at Conot­
ton Valley High last year, 
and West Virginia coach 
John Durdines from Bishop 
Donahue, feel good about 
their team's overall 
progress so far and feel the 
bonding process of the 
players from schools 
throughout the Ohio Valley 
is well under way. . 

little sometimes, but they 
respect each-other and 
things have been great so 
far." 

-We definitely have some 
characters on this team, but 
in a good way," offered 
Durdines of the Moun­
taineer squad. "They're def­
initely bonding, and that's 
what it's all about. 

"These kids will have 
friends for a lifetime out of 
this," he added. 

For Justus & Co. it's no 
surprise that the defense 
has had the upper hand 
early on in practice. 

"There's a lot of Went 
there; we just have to get it 
to jell," said the Ohio 
coach. "Today was a lot 
better offensively, hut we're 
especially happy with our 
defense right now. That's 
normal to have the defense 
ahead of the offense. Some 
of them are a little tenta­
tive, but we have some re­
'ally good players, and 
there's a lot of versatility 
which allows us to move 
some running backs out to 
receiver." 

throw the ball extremely 
well. 

"Some of our system is a 
lot different than the kids 
are used to," the West Vir­
ginia boss added, "espe­
cially for the quarterbacks, 
but they're picking up on 
things and getting better 
each and every practice." 

Although it's an all-star 
game and the emphasis is 
on fun, Durdines says his 
terun will be ready to battle 
on Saturday, particularly 
since he and his coaching 
staff won't have a terun to 
coach this year (Bishop 
Donahue, located in 
McMechen, W. Va., closed 
its doors at the conclusion 
of the 2016-17 school year). 

-We know it's our last 
go-round and we're not go­
ing to leave anything on the 
table," he said. -We're go­
ing to coach this as hard as 
we would for an early De­
cember state chrunpionship 
grune at Wheeliog Island 
Stadium. 

Jeff Harrison photo/The Dally Jeffersonlan/buyjeffphotos.com 
•They're starting to 

come together and rm sure 
things will be even better 
as the week progresses," 
said Justus of his Buckeye 
players during Monday's 
Media Day activities at 
Bethany. "They go at it a 

Durdines, meanwhile, 
says West Virginia has a 
way to counter Ohio's size 
advantage. 

"They've got a lot of size, 
but for us we'll focus more 
on speed and athleticism,• 
he stated. -We've also got 
two quarterbacks who can 

-We want the kids pre­
pared and ready to win, but 
most importantly we want 
them to have fun," he con­
tinued. "They understand if 
they take care of business 
during the two hours we're 
01\t her for a (practice) ses­
sion I want them to savor 
and enjoy every moment off 

See Page B3 J OVAC 

These six players wlll represent the local area In the annual OVAC Rudy 

Mumley All-Star Football Game slated Saturday night at Martins Ferry's Purple 

Rider Stadium. Front row, left to right, are Buckeye Trall's Carter Streiff, Troy 

Pontius and Kyla WIison; back row, Wllllam Lowe of Cambridge, Konnor Roberts 

of Meadowbrook and Garth Charlton of Cambridge. Advance tickets for 

Saturday's game are available at The Dally Jeffersonian office Tuesday throug(, 

Friday during regular business hours. 

OVAC 
From PageB1 

the field ss well." 
EXTRA POINTS 

According to OV AC Ex­
ecutive Secretary Tom 
Rataiczak, the switch to 
Martins Ferry for this year's 
game has gone smoothly. 

"Martins Ferry has been 
phenomenal," he said. 
"They opened their arms to 
us and have made the nec­
essary adjustments to make 
it a memorable experience 
for all of the participants.• 

There are plenty of activ­
ities ahead for the partici­
pants, including tonight's 
31st annual George Strager 
Evening with the Stars Ban­
quet slated for Wheeliog 
Park's White Palace at 6:30 
p.m. 

A Pep Rally will take 
place Friday at Bethany's 
Bison Field at 6:30 p.m., 
with the McDonald's All­
Star Band, Ohio and West 
Virginia cheerleaders and 
the Queen of Queens also 

Jeff Harrison photo/The Dally Jeffersonian/buyjeffphotos.corr 
Ohio coach Karl Justus talks to his team about the 

rest of the day's events during media day at Bethany 
College for the Ohio and West Virginia teams slated 
to clash Saturday In the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game at Martins Ferry's Purple Rider 
Stadium. 

takingparL 
The Queen of Queens 

Talent Show will be Thurs-­
day at 7 p.m. at the Capitol 
Theater in Wheeliog, with 
admission to that event $7 
for adults and $5 for stu­
dents. 

Advance tickets for the 
game will be on sale Tues­
day through Friday during 

regular business hours (9 
a.m. to 5 p.m.) at The Daily 
Jeffersonian• office in Crun­
bridge. Advance tickets are 
$7 and all tickets at the 
grune are $10. Tickets to 
the grune (as well as the 
Queen of Queens Talent 
Show) can also be pur• 
chased on line at 
www.GoFan.com. 
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T-1. Photo/SETH STASKEY 
PICTURED IS the Ohio All-Star Team for Saturday's OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left, are 
Austin Mayfield, Dylan Kidder, Sean Millard, Troy Pontius, Jalen McGhee, William Lowe, Casey Lewis and Zach Bigelow. 
Second row, from left, are Zach Gill, Billy Johnson, Justyn Keyser, Kenner Roberts, Carter Streiff, Robert Coppa and Danny 
Zdlnak. Third row, from left, are Max Tice, Zane Zlmlsh, Jesse Ball, Garth Charlton, Cody Saksa, Kyle Wilson, Terry Adkins, 
Donnie Meadows and Ben Davis. Fourth row, from left, are Brenton Stull, Luke Matusik, Sam Robinson, Freddie Plum, Trey 
Elerlck, Mason Ladyga, Drone Moore, Dom Wallace and Jack Davis. Top row, from left, are manager Michael Loy, equip­
ment manager Eric McMahon, assistant coaches Alvin Thompson, Ian Whittington, Dom Vinci, Josh Ludwig, Chris Heaton, 
head coach Karl Justus and manager Koby Plum. 

ootball • IS back 
• 72nd annual OVAC Mumley Classic set for tonight 
By SETH STASKEY 
llmes Leader Sports Editor 

MARTINS FERRY - King 
football makes its triumphant 
return to the Ohio Valley this 
evening. 

Though the regular season is still 
five weeks away, area gridiron fans 
get to wet their appetite at Purple 
Rider Stadium. 

The 72nd annual OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game 
takes center stage with kickoff slat­
ed for 7:15 p.m. 

Ohio and West Virginia reported 
to camp one week ago and have 
battled the heat and a loaded sched­
ule of events to prepare to face off 
with bragging rights on the line. 

"Our kids are ready," Ohio head 
coach Karl Justus said. "The 
coaches are confident and I expect 
the kids to play with confidence. 
It's been a good, positive week. 

The kids have worked hard, -maybe - for brunch at IO a.m. and depart 
even harder than they expected, but for Martins Ferry at 2:30 p.m .. The 
they've put In the effort. Now It's players must also pack up their 
time to play the garue." belongings in that time span, too. 

While both teams want to win "Though it seems like you have 
simply as competitors, West Vir- all day to sit around and wai~ it'll 
ginia's motivation might be even be a fairly busy day," Justus said. 
greater since its players are being "Our guys have been getting their 
coached by John Durdines,. who is bodies right. We expect to be ready 
preparing for his final game as a to play well." • 
head football coach. He had been a Both teams had to Jockey their 
highly successful coach at Bishop practice schedules around because ;=_=======' 
Donahue, but the school won't of the heat and humidity that 
open this fall. moved Into the Ohio Valley this 

"Our kids arc definitely ready week_ _ 
and hungry to play," Durdines said. "We only went in full gear dur­
"It's been a quick, but long week. Ing one practice a day on Wednes­
lt's a very competitive group that's day and Thursday," Justus said. 
made it really fun for my coaches "We went shorter in the afternoon. 
and me." It's just mental more than anything 

The teams went through their else. We've been fine tuning some 
final workouts Friday morning, things and the kids have really 
practicing just once_ Ohio expects picked up things well as we've 
to endure a brief walk through 
today, but the tearus are scheduled See, OVAC, Page B2 

OVAC ALL-STAR 
FOOTBALL 

Who: Ohio vs. 
West Virginia 
When: Tonight, 
7:15 p.m. 
Where: Purple 
Rider Stadium 
Tickets: Available 
at the gate for $1 o. 
Radio: AM 1600 
Television: WTOV 



ZIMISH 

T-L Photo/SETH STASl<EY 
P!CTURED IS the Ohio All-Star Team for Saturday's OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Front row, from left, are 
Austhi Mayfield, Dylan Kidder, Sean Millard, Troy Pontius, Jalen McGhee, WIiiiam Lowe, Casey Lewis and Zach Bigelow. 
SllCOr'ld row, from left, are Zach GIii, BIiiy Johnson, Justyn Keyser, ,Konnor Roberts, Carter Streiff, Robert Coppa and Danny 
Zdlnak. Third row, from left, are Max llce, Zane Zlmlsh, Jesse Ball, Garth Charlton, Cody Saksa, Kyle Wilson, Terry Adkins, 

' Donnie Meadows and Ben Davis. Fourth row, from left, are Brenton Stull, Luke Matusik, Sam Robinson, Freddie Plum, Trey 
Eleric~,. Mason Ladyga, Drone Moore, Dom Wallace and Jack Davis. Top row, from left, are manager Michael Loy, equip­
ment manager Eric McMahon, assistant coaches Alvin Thompson, Ian Whittington, Dom Vinci, Josh Ludwig, Chris Heaton, 
head coach Karl Justus and manager Koby Plum. 
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• IS b,ack 
. ~ ~2nq annual !OVAC Mumley Classic set for tonight 

BySETffSTASKEY --._• i Ti,~'kldii;~;~;~ik1d~'ma~6t''for bruncli'afl0 a:m. and dep~t • ··=----i. 
llmes; Leader Sports Editor , even harder than they expected, but for Martins Ferry at 2:30 p.m .. The 

MA-RTINS FERRY K', ~¢y've put in the effort. Now it's player_s m,m als~ pack up their 
, , . - i~g Jime to play the game." belongmgs m that time span, too. 

footb,all makes ,.ts triumphnpt ,, :While both teams want to win ''Though it seems like you have 
returr;i, to the Oh10 Valley tl(ls ,simply as competitors, West Vir- all day to sit around and wait, it'll 
evenlrlg. . . ginia's motivation might be even be a fairly busy day," Justus said. 

Th~ugh the regular seas<,m 1s still greater since its players are being "Our guys have been getting their 
five weeks aw~y, area pldll'On fans coached by John Durdines,. who is bodies right We expect to be ready 
g~t to wet_ therr appetite at Purple preparing for his final game as a to play well." 
Rider Stadium. ,bead football coach. He had been a Both teams had to jockey their 

The. 72nd annual OV AC Rudy highly successful coach at Bishop practice schedules around because ::======::::; 
Mumley All-Star Football Game Donahue, but the school won't of the heat and humidity that OVAC ALL-STAR 
takes center stage with kickoff slat- open this fall. moved into the Ohio Valley this FOOTBALL 
ed fa~ 7: 15 p.m. . . • "Our kids are definitely ready week. , Wh Oh' 

Ohio and West •Virginia reported and hungry to play," Durdines said. "We only went in full gear dur- W ot: Vi 'f j'9 • 
to camp 9ne week ago and have "It's been a quick, but Jong week. ing one practice a day on Wednes- wl;s fg n ~ht 
battled the heat and a loaded sched- It's a very competitive group that's day and Thursday," Justus said. 7 1~: on ' 
ul~ of events t~ prepare to ~ace off ,made it really fun for my coaches "We went shorter in the afternoon. ~he~~Purple 
w1!}1 brog~g nghts on,!he ~ne. and me." It's just mental more than anything Rider Stadium 

Our kids are ready, Ohio head The teams went through their else. We've been fine tuning some Tickets: Available 
coach Karl Justus said. "The final workouts Friday morning, things and the kids have really at the gate for $10. 
coach.es are confide.nt and I expect practicing just once. Ohio expects picked up things well as we've Radio: AM 1600 
the ki\ls to play with confidence. to endure a brief walk through Television: WTOV 
It's ~~en a good, positive week •. :today, but the teams are scheduled See, OVAC, Page 82 

T-L Photo/SETH STASl<EY 
PICTURED IS the West Virginia All-Star Team for Saturday's OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star .Football Game. Front row, from 
left, Eire Chris Yachlni, Donovan Spencer, John Burkhalter, Michael Mills, Gage Glovengo, Isaac Rine and Lance Collins. 
Second row, from left, are Jacob Murray, Jace Reed, Jimmy Hull, Zach Torbett, Trey Miller, Michael Starcher, Cody Enrfettl, 
Adam Frisco and Dylan Bai<er. Third row, from left, are J.C. Custer, Chase Street, Alex Edgell, Michael Mealge, Tyler Ander­
son, Jordan Allen, Jack Raitz and Peyton Powroznik. Fourth row, from left, are Hayden Berry, Travis Lowther, Logan Kranls, 
Jacob Kerekes, Dante Carller, Lander James, Zack Martin and Maez! Mosby. Top row, from left, are Anthony Robbins, Lou 
Richmond, Curt Mele, Zach, Klemm, head coach John Durdlnes, L.A. Hampton, Jim Smith, Howard Stamp, Eric James, 
Vinny Mangino. Not pictured Is Bob Kramer. 
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All-Star Game 
·an honor for the 
officials, too 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

MARTINS FERRY - Don't think the OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game is an honor just for the 
players, queens, band members and cheerleaders. 

A group of seven men will take the field tonight at Pur­
ple Rider Stadium with a very important job to do. 

Toe officiating crew, which was assigned by OV AC 
Football Commis­
sioner Dave Clutter, 
will be looking to 
enforce .the rules, 
keep the game clean 
and do its part in 
helping the players 
and coaches have as 
memorable of an 
experience as possi­
ble. 

Doug Costain, 
who lives in Wheel­
ing, will serve as the 
referee of the game. 
It's his second all­
star game assign­
ment, but first as a 
white cap. 

"It's definitely an 
honor to work this 
game," Costain·said. 
"I don't care what"'---- PholOProvlded 

sport or what level of PICTURED IS the jersey that all 
officiating you're on, seven officials will be wearing 
if you get chosen for tonight In the 72nd OVAC Rudy 
something extra or Mumley Ail-Siar Football Game. 
above and beyo_n,d The jersey has a commemora­
the ~ormal duty, It s live OVAC patch for the confer-
specml." , • 

For Costain, he ence s 75th anniversary. 
bas 18 years of expe-
rience. He was away from the sport for IO years, but was 
encouraged to renew his certification by his Jong-time 
friend Tom Bechtel. 

"I was in for 12 years and then Bear asked me to come 
back and I said I would, but I wanted to come back at the 
varsity level and not have to start over," Costain recalled. 
"I was willing to go through the training class because I 
had been out a while and neerled to get refresherl on the 
rules and things." 

As has been the case the last several years, the OV AC 
will once again employ a seven-man crew for the game, 
which kicks off tonight at 7:15 at the Dave Bruney Foot­
ball Complex. That's two more officials than a normal 
high school game. Though it's a change, it's a welcomed 
one, according to Costain. 

"When you use a seven-man crew, it makes everything 
(on the field) seem a little bit smaller and closer," Costain 
explained. "For me, for instance, I don't have to run up to 
the line of scrimmage every play like a normal high school 
game, so it's easier from that perspective." 

Since the OV AC covers numerous officiating boards 
and geographic areas, Clutter tries to represent as many as 
possible. Also slated to work the game are umpire Matt 
Rudder (Morgantown), linesman George Kelchak (Weir­
ton), line judge Mike Brohard (Parkersburg), field judge 
Ernie Fithyan (Weirton), side judge Rob Green (East Liv­
erpool) and back judge Jeff Loeffler (Wheeling). 

Toe officials have not worked together collectively yet 
The crew has been communicating through a group text 
message and it will get together this afternoon to begin 
their formal preparations. 

"I think not using a normal crew is a great move by the 
OV AC because more than just guys from Wheeling or 
Weirton are officiating OV AC games on Friday nights." 
Costain said. "I feel like our role, as officials, is to facili­
tate the game. We want to keep it smooth and keep it from 
getting chippy. If we can keep control of the game and 
keep our flags in our pocket, that's what we're going to 
do." 

The officials will be wearing a commemorative shirt 
tonight, too. On the left side of the shirt will be the 
OVAC's 75th anniversary logo. 

The honorary official for tonight's game will be Bill 
"Bull" Flanagan from Wheeling, who now resides in Sara­
sota, Fla. 

2011-nnm1 
2016- West Vlf!liriia 26, Otiio 6 
2015 - West V!rQlrda 35, Ohio 7 
2014 -OhKl 27,West Vifginlc1 26 
2013- w"' v.,;r., 2B, Ohio 19 
2012 - Olio 33, West VifQ!nia 14 
2011 -WestVirgITTia24, Ohio 3 
2010- Was! \/J(Jlnla 24, ot~o 14 
2009-0hio 47,Wcsl Virgtrua 7 
2008 - Ohio 31, Wes\ Vc-g1r.ia 7 
'&!7 - Ooo 6, Wes! VI~'°" 3 
2ro:J - Otoo 22, WGSl Vtr!J(lla 0 
2005 -Oil> 35, Wes! V,ginia 6 
2004-WestVi •• 21,0tiJo7 
2003 - Ohio 32, ~ Virginia 26 
2002 - 00a 19, Wesl Virginia 12 
2001 - 0/Jil 36, Wes! V<!laa 0 
200J • 0!1'l 13, Wes! Virginia 7 
1999-0liJ 32, Wes! Vagria 0 
1!1!111-rJoo41 w .. v,ooa14 

1977 - WasJ. Vlrglrlill 21, Ohio O 
1976-Wssl Vl[Vinla 33, Ohio 20 
1975-WW. V!rylria 8, Ohfo O 
1974-Wes!Vl-gna 13,0m6 
1973 - Wes! V,:gWa 36, Olio 20 
1972-Ctlio 24, Wes1. VllgWa 6 
1971-NoGame 
1970- No Garno. 
1969 - Wes! Vigna 1~ 00a 0 
1968. ot-., 6. Wosl Vllll'"" 0 
1967 - WesJ. Virgiria 18, Otm O 
1006- Ohio 26,Wesl V,gna o 
1965 - Ohio 22, West Virginia 0 
1964-0hlo 2, West V~gvda-0 
1963 - No Gmne 
1!162 - W8", Vrgiia 12, Ohio 6 
1001 - West Virginia 1 a Ohio o 
1969 -Ctio 7, West Vr,ha 6 
!~- ~est:'.~.~-.Clti6; 
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PICTURED IS the Ohio coaching staff for tonight's 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley f-11-Star Football 
Game. From left are Alvin Thompson, Dom Vinci, head coach Karl Justus, Ian Whittington and Eric McMa­
hon. Back row, from left, are Koby Plum, Josh Ludwig, Chris Heaton and Michael Loy. 

• OVAC----------------
Continued from Page 81 

moved throughout the 
week." 

Durdines indicated heat 
indexes on the Bethany 
College turf reached triple 
digits during the week. But, 
still his team opted for 
competitive, but fun, drills 
despite the coaching staff 
offering an opportunity to 
back off fora day. 

"The kids have always 
wanted to do more," Dur­
dines said. "We were basi­
cally giving them an out, 
but they elected not to take 
it That made me feel really 
good because it showed 
how much this game, and 
winning, means to them." 

Funs making the trip to 
Martins Ferry should 
expect a lot of spread for­
mations as both Ohio and 
West Virginia plan on mak­
ing a solid effort to get their 
playmakers in space at all 
times. 

"It's tougher for us to 
prepare (for Ohio) because 
they have a mixture of 
schools on their coaching 
staff," Durdines said. 
"Obviously Coach Justus 
coached at Conotton Val­
ley, but there are several 
assistants from East Liver­
pool, too. We're not quite 
sure what they're going to 
run more of. But, still, foot­
ball is football and we'll 
adjust as need be once the 
game gets going." 

Actually, it'll be a mix­
ture. It'll be Conotton Val­
ley's offensive scheme with 
East Liverpool's defensive 
scheme since Potters head 
coach Josh Ludwig is 
spearheading the defensive 
unit this week for the Buck­
eye State. 

"We're trying to do 
things offensively that you 
can't predict," Justus said. 
"You can kind of predict 
what both teams are going 
to be on defense. We want 
to spread people out and try 
to negate some of the things 
they can do defensively. If 
you line up in traditional 
formations, then it's chal­
lenging because you don't 
know the front" 

Ohio will go with Austin 
Mayfield of East Liverpool 
at quarterback. Meadow­
brook's Konnor Roberts 
will be his understudy. and 
see action. 

Io the backfield, Harrison 
Central's Jesse Ball will see 

OVAC All-Star Rosters 

OHIO 
No. Name Ht Wgt Pos. 
1 Austin Mayfield 6-2 20!i OB 
2 Dylan Kidder 5-10 194 K 
3 Sean Millard 6-2 195 WAIS 
4 Troy Pontius 5-8 170 OB/CB 
5 JaJen McGhee 6-1 205 RM.B 
6 William Lowe 5-10 170 RB/OL 
8 Caseylewis 5-11 190 RB 
9 Zach Bigelow 5-11 175 WR/DB 
10 Zach Gill 6-2 210 WRITE 
11 Billy Johnson 6-1 180 WR/DB 
12 Justyn Keyser 6-2 170 WR/DB 
14 Konoor Roberts 6-0 180 QB 
22 Carter Streiff 5-8 180 RM.B 
24 Robert Coppa 5-9 175 RB/S 
28 Danny Zcinak 5-11 170 RB/WR 
32 MaxTtce 5-10 185 RM.B 
33 Zane Zimlsh 5-10 195 LB 
34 Jesse Ball 6-1 245 LME 
40 Garth Charlton 6-0 205 LB 
48 Cody Saksa 5-9 220 LB 
54 Kyle Wilson 5-11 260 OL/DL 
55 Teriy Ad1(1ns 6-2 248 DE 
56 Donnie Meadows 6-3 280 OlJDL 
57 Ben Da~s 6-2 220 OLJDL 
60 Brenton StuU 5-11 245 OLJDL 
81 Luke Matusik 6-2 205 DE/Ol 
63 Sam Robinson 6-0 240 OL/DL 
70 Freddie Plum 6-6 265 OIJDL 
72 Trey E1ertck 5-10 200 . OlJDL 
75 Mason Ladyga 6-2 235 • Ol/DL 
77 Drone Moore 6-1 235 Ol./LB 
78 Dom Wallace 6-0 290 OLJDL 
85 Jack Davis 6-2 205 DE 
Head Coach: Karl Justus 

School 
East Liverpool 
East Liverpool 
Buckeye Local 
Buckeye Trail 
SteubenvlBe 
Cambridge 
Fort Ftye 
St. Clairsville 
East Liverpool 
Shadyside 
Bellaire 
Meadowbrook 
Buckeye Trail 
Indian Creek 
Toronto 
Toronto 
SteubenvlBe 
Harrison Central 
Cambtldge 
River 
Buckeye Trail 
Beaver Local 
Shadyside 
Toronto 
Harrison Central 
River 
Indian Creek 
East Liverpool 
SL Clalrsvtlle 
River 
Steubenville 
Martins Feriy 
Martins Ferty 

Assistant Coaches: Chtis Heaton, K.B. Justus, Josh Ludwig, Alvin Thompson, 
Dom Vinci, Ian Whittington. 
Managers: Eric McMahon, Koby Plum, M~hael Loy. 

• WEST VIRGINIA 
No. Name HL WL Pos. School 
1 Chtis Y achlnl 6-2 1 85 WR/LB Brooke 
2 Donovan Spencer 5-1 O 170 WR/DB Weir 
3 Joon Burkhalter 6-1 180 WR/DB Wheeling Central 
4 Mthael Mills 5-9 175 K Weir 
6 Gage Glovengo 6-1 210 RB/LB Linsly 
7 Isaac Rine 5-9 180 OB Wheeling Central 
8 Lance Collins 5-11 185 OB,llB Oak Glen 
9 Jacob MuITay 6-1 185 WR/DB Llnsly 
10 JaceReed 5-11 190 RB/DE TylerConsofidated 
11 Jimmy Ht.di 5-11 140 WR/DB Bishop Donahue 
12 Zach Totbett 6-1 190 RB/S Wheeling Parl< 
14 Troy Miller 5-10 165 DB Bishop Donahue 
20 Michael Starcher 5-8 170 RB/LB Cameron 
21 Cody Enr!eltl 6-3 250 RB Weir 
22 Adam Fnsco 5-8 180 LB Unlverstty 
24 Dylan Baker 5-10 150 WR/DB Wheelln!! Central 
28 J.C. Custer 5-7 145 WR Bishop Donahue 
32 Chase Street 5.9 185 RM.B Magnolia 
33 Alex Edgell 6-0 225 RM.B Brooke 
34 MichaefMealge 5-9 205 RM.B Wheeling Parl< 
42 Tyler Anderson 6-1 190 RM.B T vier Consollda1ed 
46 Jordan Allen 6-1 225 OLJDE Weir 
55 Jack Raitz 5-9 220 Ol/DL South 
56 Peyton Powroznik 6-2 250 Ol/DL Unlve!Sily 
57 Hayden Berty 5-9 220 OLJDL Wheeling Pan< 
63 Tra~s Lowther 6-2 220 Ol/DL Weir 
70 Logan Kranls 6-3 282 OL/DL Oak Glen 
74 Jacob Kerekes 6-3 300 OL/DL John Marshall 
75 Dante Carl!er 5-1 o 260 OI./OL Morgantown 
77 Lander James 6-4 225 C Cameron 
78 Zack Martin 6-0 305 OLJDL Unlversl1y 
BO Maezl Mosby 5-10 160 WR/DB Wheeling Pan< 
Head Coach: John Ourdines 
Assistant Coachas: Michael Angalich, LA. Hampton, Enc James, Bob 
Kramer, Zach Klemm, Curt Mele, James Smith, HOWB!d s~ 
Managers: Lou Richmood, Vinny Maajno, Anthony Robbins. 

Wheeling Park's Michael 
Mealge. 

lo the secondary, Bishop 
Donahue's Trey Miller and 
Wheeling Central's Dylan 
Balcer are the comers. Toe 
safety trio consists of Oalc 
Glen's Lance Colllns, 
Tyler's Tyler Anderson and 
Wheeling Park's Zach Tor­
bett 

"Our defensie has been 
looJ<;ing good," Durdines 
said. "The tough part is to 
keep from second guessing 
yourself. When practicing 
for a normal week, your 
starting group is going 
against a second group. In 
this game, we have an all­
star offense and an all-star 
defense, so there have been 
days where our defense has 
looked really good and 
other days where our 
offense has looked really 
good. I think the kids have 
grasped the system well." 

The West Virginia 
offense, meanwhile, will be 
triggered by Wheeling Cen­
tral' s Isanc Rine. 

Magnolia's Chase Street 
and Weir's Cody Enrietti 
will line up with Rine in the 
backfield. On the flanks, 
Rine will have a combina­
tion of Brooke's Chris 
Yachini, Weir's Donovan 
Spencer, Wheeling Cen­
tral's John Burkhalter and 
Bishop Donahue's J.C. 
Custer. 

Up front, Llnsly's Gage 
Giovengo is listed at tight 
end. 

Cameron's Lander James 
is the starting center, while 
Morgantown's Dante Carli­
er and University's Peyton 
Powroznik are the guards. 
At tackle, Wheeling Park's 
Hayden Berry and Univer­
sity's Zack Martin will 
start. 

Ohio's defense will fea­
ture Ball and River's 
Mason Ladyga at the tackle 
spot, while Steubenville's 
Drone Moore and River's 
Luke Matusik are ticketed 
for the starting end spats. 

Big Rerl's Zane Z1mmish 
will be at one linebacker 
spot along with Cam­
bridge's Garth Charlton and 
Cambridge's William 
Lowe. 

lo the secondary, Shady­
side's Billy Johnson will 
start at.strong safety, while 
Toronto's Danny Zdinak 
will rqam at free safety. 
The ~orners are St. 



white cap. 
"It's definitely an 

honor to work this 
game," Costain,s-aid. 
"I don't care what~-- Photo Provided 

sport or what level of PICTURED IS the jersey that all 
officiating you're on. seven officials will be wearing 
if you get chosen for tonight In the 72nd OVAC Rudy 
somethmg extra or Mumley Ail-Star Football Game. 
above and beyo_n,d The jersey has a commemora­
the no'!:'al duty, 11 s live OVAC patch for the confer-

specrnl. . ence's 75th anniversary. 
For Costarn, he 

has 18 years of expe-
rience. He wus away from the sport for 10 years, but was 
encouraged to renew his certification by his long-time 
friend Tom Bechtel. 

"I was in for 12 years and then Bear asked me to come 
back and I said I would, but I wanted to come back at the 
varsity level and not have to start over," Costain recalled. 
"l was willing to go through the training class because I 
had been out a while und needed to get refreshed on the 
rules and things." 

As has been the case the last several years, the OV AC 
will once again employ a seven-man crew for the game, 
which kicks off tonight at 7: I 5 at the Dave Bruney Foot­
ball Complex. That's two more officials than a normal 
high school game. Though it's a change, it's a welcomed 
one, according to Costain. 

'"When you use n seven-man crew, it makes everything 
(on the field) seem a little bit smaller and closer," Costain 
explained. "For me, for instance, I don't have to run up to 
the line of scrimmage every play like a normal high school 
game, so it's easier from that perspective." 

Since the OV AC covers numerous officiating boards 
and geographic areas, Clutter tries to represent as many as 
possible. Also slated to work the game are umpire Mutt 
Rudder (Morgantown). linesman George Kelchak (Weir­
ton), line judge Mike Brohard (Parkersburg), field judge 
Ernie Fithyan (Weirton), side judge Rob Green (East Liv­
erpool) and back judge Jeff Loeffler (Wheeling). 

The officials have not worked together collectively yel 
The crew has been communicating through a group text 
message and it will get together this afternoon to begin 
their formal preparations. 

"I think not using a normal crew is a great move by the 
OV AC because more than just guys from Wheeling or 
Weirton are officiating OV AC games on Friday nights," 
Costain said. "I feel like our role, as officials, is to facili­
tate the game. We want to keep it smooth and keep it from 
getting chippy. If we can keep control of the game and 
keep our flags in our pocket, that's what we're going to 
do." 

The officials will be wearing a commemorative shirt 
tonight, too. On the left side of the shirt will be the 
OV AC's 75th anniversary logo. 

The honorary official for tonight's game will be Bill 
"Bull" Flanagan from Wheeling, who now resides in Sara­
sota, Fla. 

2017 - ???????? 
2016-Wasl V!f9rnla26, Ohio6 
2015-We:J. VirgJnia35

1 
Ohio 7 

2014-Dtoo27, West Virgmia 26 
2013-Wesl Vi~ 28. Omo \'J 
2012- Ohlo ll, Wes! 'f:rg;'rtla 14 
2011 - West Virginia 24. Ohio 3 
2010-WeSI Vlr,;i~ia 24, Oht,'.l 14 
200')- Ohio 47, Wc5t Virgjrua 7 
2008- Oh1031, West vqµrna 7 
2007 - Ohio 6, Wes! Vlrglnra 3 
2000 - Ohio 22, WcsJ. Virginia 0 
2005 - Ohio 35, Wes! Vu-g11'11a 6 
2004-West Virginia 21. Qhio 7 
2003 - Olm 32. Wes! Virginia 26 
200'2-ClhKJ 19. west w~ 12 
2001-0hio36, WesiV~O 
2000- Ohkl 13, West Vugr11a 7 
1999 - Oh.o 32, West 1/Jrgiriia 0 
1998 - Ollio 41, West Virglflla 14 
1997 - Olto24, Wes\ Vrrginia 14 
1996-011io43. We.stVirgfrija21 
1995-0IID 21, Wesl v~o 
1tl94-Wesl Viryjnia Hl, Ohio 14 
1993 - West Virginia 34, Ohlo 32 
1W2-0-0, Wash Ou! 
1991 - Ohio 30, West Vi!ginia 6 
1990 - Ohio 42, West VIT'Q1n!a O 
1989- We'!J. V119lrua 22. Ohio 14 
19B8- OhlO 13, Wastl/irglriia 7 
1987 - Ohio 13, West Virginia 11 
1986- Ohkl 14, Wes!VlrQJriia6 
1985- West Vrm!nia 2'8, Oh10 26 
1984-0io23;WeSI Vteyrua6 
1983 - OhxJ 26, We~ Vlf(Jinla 16 
1982-WestVJQinJa 7, Ctiioa 
1e!ll -Ohio 17,WeSI Vrgnia 14 
1980-0hlo 10, West V!rglnia 7 
1979- Ohio 47, West W91111a 13 
1[)78-~21, WestV1rgmla 13 

1977 - Wast V1rgiria 21, otro O 
1976- Wast V.glnia 33, Ohio 20 
1ITTS- West. Vrtgm.ia 6, Ohio O 
1974 - WfJSI Vlrginia 13, Ohio 6 
1973 - West Vrrginia 38, Ohio ..'J 
1972 - Ghio 24, Wost Virgtnla 6 
1S71- No Gama 
1970- No Gama 
1969-VJes\V~ 12,0lwO 
1003-0hio 6, ww. v~o 
1967 - Was! Virginia 16, 0/lo O 
1966- Ohio 26, West Virginia O 
1965-0hlO 22, WestVirgmlaO 
1964 - Ohio 2, We~ v~ o 
1003- No Gama 
1962 - West Virglr,la 12, Ohio 6 
1961 - Was! Vlf'Qlnia 13, OhJo 0 
19fll-Ohio7,W'™Vi •• 6 
1'59 - Wes! V- 7 ~ 6 
1958 - Ohlo 25,West Virginia a 
1957 -Ohil:J 14, Wes\ V!rgirua 13 
1956- Ohio 27, West Vlr[jlrea 0 
1955-0tlio 31, Wes1 W!jnla20 
1954-WeSI V1rg1111a 13, OhloO 
1953 - Wes! Virginia 7, Onio O 
1952 - 0/tio 26, West VrgiriJa 19 
1951 - Otio 13, West Vlrl1f\la 6 
1950-0oo 14. West veyrnao 
1949 - West Virginia 6, Ohio 0 
1948- Ohio 20, Wes1 Wginia 7 
1947 -Wast Virginia 13, Ohio 7 
1946- Oh.b 26, West V!f'girlia 7 
1945- No Grune. 
1944 - No Gaina. 
1943 - f lo Gamet 
1942-West Vilglrria 7, auoo 
1941 -West Virgmfa 7, OhoO 
1940-West Virg1rJa 13, Ohio 7 
A.Hime Series: Ohio !eads, 43-27• 1. 
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moved throughout the 
week." 

Durdines indicated heat 
indexes on the Bethany 
College turf reached triple 
digits during the week. But, 
still his team opted for 
competitive. but fun, drills 
despite the coaching staff 
offering an opportunity to 
back off for a day. 

"The kids have always 
wanted to do more," Dur­
dines said. "We were basi­
cally giving them an out, 
but they elected not to take 
it That made me feel really 
good because it showed 
how much this game, and 
winning. means to them." 

Fans making the trip to 
Martins Ferry should 
expect a lot of spread for­
mations us both Ohio and 
West Virginia plan on mak­
ing a solid effort to get their 
playmakers in space at all 
times. 

"It's tougher for us to 
prepare (for Ohio) because 
they have a mixture of 
schools on their coaching 
staff," Durdines said. 
"Obviously Coach Justus 
coached at Conotton Val­
ley, but there are several 
assistants from East Liver­
pool, too. We're not quite 
sure what they're going to 
run more of. But, still, foot­
ball is football and we'll 
adjust as need be once the 
game gets going." 

Actually, it'll be a mix­
ture. It'll be Conotton Val­
ley's offensive scheme with 
East Liverpool's defensive 
scheme since Potters head 
couch Josh Ludwig is 
spearheading the defensive 
unit this week for the Buck­
eye State. 

"We're trying to do 
things offensively that you 
can't predict," Justus said. 
"You can kind of. predict 
what both teams are going 
to be on defense. We want 
to spread people out and try 
to negate some of the things 
they can do defensively. If 
you line up in traditional 
fonnations. then it's chal­
lenging because you don't 
know the front" 

Ohio will go with Austin 
Mayfield of East Liverpool 
at quarterback. Meadow­
brook's Konnor Roberts 
will be his understudy and 
see action. 

In the backfield, Harrison 
Central's Jesse Ball will see 
fullback duty, while Indian 
Creek's Robert Coppa will 
be the starting tailback. 

On the perimeter, Ohio 
plans to go with Bellnire's 
Justyn Keyser, Martins 
Ferry's Jack Davis and 
Buckeye Local's Sean Mil­
lard as the first group of 
receivers. 

Up front, the Buckeyes 
will utilize St Clairsville's 
Trey Elerick at center. Mar­
tins Ferry's Dom Wallace 

OVAC All-Star Rosters 

No. Name HI Wgt 
1 Austin Mayf~kl 6-2 205 
2 Dylan Kidder 6-1 O 194 
3 Sean MU\ard 6-2 195 
4 Troy Pontius 5-8 170 
5 Jalen McGhee 6-1 205 
6 William Lowe 6-10 170 
8 Casey Lewis 6-11 190 
9 Zech Bigelow 6-11 175 
10 Zech Gill 6-2 210 
11 Bi Uy Johnson 6-1 1 BO 
12 Justyn Keyser 6-2 170 
14 Konnor Roberts 6-0 180 
22 Carter Streiff 6-8 180 
24 Robert Coppa 5-9 175 
28 Danny Zdinak 6-11 170 
32 MaxTlce 5·10 185 
33 Zane Zimlsh 6-10 195 
34 Jesse Ball 6-1 245 
40 Garth Charlton 6-0 205 
46 Cody Saksa 6-9 220 
54 Kyle WIison 6-11 260 
55 Terry Adkins 6-2 248 
56 Donnie Meadows 6-3 280 
57 Ben Davis 6-2 220 
60 Brenton Stull 6-11 245 
61 Luke Matu~k 6-2 205 
63 Sam Robinson 6-0 240 
70 Freddie Plum 6-6 265 
72 Trey Elerick 6-10 200 
75 Meson Ladyga 6-2 235 
77 Drone Moore 6-1 235 
78 Dom Wallace 6-0 290 
85 Jack Davis 6-2 205 
Head Coach: Karl Justus 

OHIO 
Pos. 
QB 
K 
WAIS 
QB/CB 
RBilB 
RMJL 
RB 
WR!lJB 
WRITE 
WR!lJB 
WR/DB 
QB 
RB/l.B 
RB/S 
RB/WR 
RBilB 
LB 
LB/TE 
LB 
LB 
0IJDL 
DE 
0IJDL 
OUDL 
0IJDL 
DE/OL 
01./DL 
0IJDL 
01./DL 
OUDL 
OL/LB 
0IJDL 
DE 

School 
East Liv01]JOOI 
East Liverpool 
Buckeye Local 
Buckeye Trail 
Steubenvllle 
Cambridge 
Fort Frye 
St. Clrursville 
East Liv01]JOOI 
Shadyside 
Bellaire 
Meadowbrook 
Buckeye Trail 
Indian Creek 
Toronto 
Toronto 
Sleuben~lle 
Harrison Central 
Cambridge 
River 
Buckeye Trail 
Beaverl.ooll 
Shadyside 
Toronto 
Harrison Central 
River 
Indian Creel< 
East Liverpool 
St. Clairsville 
River 
Steuben~lle 
Martins Ferry 
Martins Feny 

Assistant Coaches: Chris Heaton, K.B. Justus, Josh Ludwig, Alvin Thompson, 
Dom Vinci, Ian Whittington. 
Managers: Eric McMahon, Koby Plum. Michael Loy. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
No. Name HL WI. Pos. School 
1 Chris Yechini 6-2 185 WRA.B Brool<e 
2 Dooovan Spencer 6-10 170 WlWB Weir 
3 John Burkhalter 6-1 180 WR/DB Wheeling Central 
4 Michael Mins 5-9 175 K Weir 
6 Gage Gloveogo 6-1 210 RBilB Unsly 
7 Isaac Rine 5.9 180 QB Wheeling Central 
8 Lance Collins 5-11 185 QB/DB Oak Glen 
9 Jacob Murray 6-1 185 WM>B Linsly 
10 Jace Reed 5·11 190 RB/DE T~er Consofideled 
11 Jimmy Hull 5-11 140 WR/DB Bishop Donahue 
12 Zech Torbett 6-1 190 RB/S Wheeling Park 
14 TreyMiller • 6-10 165 DB BlshopDonahue 
20 Michael S1archer 5-8 170 RBilB Cameroo 
21 Cody Enrietll 6-3 250 RB Weir 
22 Adam Frisco 5-8 180 LB University 
24 Dylan Baker 6-10 150 WR/DB Wheefing Central 
28 J.C. Custer 6-7 145 WR Bishop Donahue 
32 Cllase Street 6-9 185 RBilB Magnolla 
33 Alex Edgell 6-0 225 RBilB Brool<e 
34 Michael Mealge 5-9 205 RBilB Wheeling Park 
42 Tyler Anderson 6-1 190 RBilB Tyler Consolidated 
46 Jordan Allen 6-1 225 01./DE Weir 
55 Jack Raitz 6-9 220 0IJDL Sou1h 
56 Peytoo Powrozn~ 6-2 250 0IJDL University 
o/ Hayden Berry 5·9 220 0IJDL Wheeling Park 
63 Travis Low1her 6-2 220 0IJDL Weir 
70 Logan Krenls 6-3 282 OUDL Oak Glen 
74 Jacob Kerekes 6-3 300 0IJDL John Marahall 
75 Dante Carlier 6-1 O 260 0IJDL Morgantown 
77 Lander James 6-4 225 C Cameroo 
78 Zeck Martin 6-0 305 0IJDL University 
BO Maezl Mosby 6-10 160 WR!lJB Wheeing Park 
Head Coach: John Durdines 
Assistant Coaches: Michael Angalich, L.A. Hampton, Eric James, Bob 
Kramer, Zech Klemm, Curt Mele, James Smith, Howard Stamp 
Managers: Lou Richmond, Vinny Mangino, Anthony Robbins. 

and East Liverpool's Fred­
die Plum arc ticketed for 
guard duties, while Indian 
Creek's Sam Robinson and 
Beaver Local· s Terry 
Adkins have won the tackle 
jobs. 

"The kids have really 
picked up the offense well," 
Justus said. "It was slow 
earlier in the week, but 
they've really grasped it 
well und they know their 
assignments well. I am a Jot 

more confident ( offensive­
ly) at this point than I was." 

The Mountaineers' 
defensive unit will employ 
a 4-2-5 scheme. Up front, 
Weir's Jordan Allen and 
South's Jack Raitz are the 
ends, while Oak Glen's 
Logan Kranis and Weir's 
Travis Lowther will start ut 
tackle. 

The inside Jinebacking 
duties have gone to 
Brooke's Alex Edgell and 

Wheeling Park's Michael 
Meaige. 

In the secondary, Bishop 
Donahue's Trey Miller and 
Wheeling Central's Dylan 
Baker are the comers. The 
safety trio consists of Oak 
Glen's Lance CoJlins, 
Tyler's Tyler Anderson and 
Wheeling Park's Zuch Tor­
bett 

"Our defcnsie has been 
Joo~ing good," Durdines 
said. "The tough part is to 
keep from second guessing 
yourself. When practicing 
for u normal week, your 
starting group is going 
against a second group. In 
this game, we have un all­
star offense and an all-star 
defense, so there have been 
days where our defense has 
looked really good and 
other days where our 
offense has looked really 
good. I think the kids have 
grasped the system well." 

The West Virginia 
offense, meanwhile, will be 
triggered by Wheeling Cen­
tral's Isaac Rine. 

Magnolia's Chase Street 
and Weir's Cody Enrfettl 
will line up with Rine In the 
backfield. On the flunks, 
Rine will have a combina­
tion of Brooke's Chris 
Yachini, Weir's Donovan 
Spencer, Wheeling Cen­
tral's John Burkhalter and 
Bishop Donahue's J.C. 
Custer. 

Up front, Linsly's Gage 
Giovengo ls listed at tight 
end. 

Cameron's Lander James 
is the starting center, while 
Morgantown's Dante Carll­
er and University's Peyton 
Powroznik are the guards. 
At tackle, Wheeling Park's 
Hayden Berry and Univcr­
sity 's Zack Martin wlll 
start. 

Ohio's defense will fea­
ture Bull and River's 
Mason Ladyga at the tackle 
spot, while Steubenville's 
Drone Moore and River's 
Luke Matusik arc ticketed 
for the starting end spots. 

Big Red's Zune Z1mmish 
will be at one linebacker 
spot along with Cam­
bridge's Garth Charlton and 
Cambridge· s William 
Lowe. 

In the secondary, Shady­
side's Billy Johnson will 
start at strong safety, whlle 
Toronto's Danny Zdinak 
will roam at free safety. 
The corners are St. 
Clalrsville's Zuch Bigelow 
and Buckeye Trail's Troy 
Pontius. 

Special teams has been a 
point of emphasis this 
week, according to both 
coaches. 

Weir High's Michael 
Mills will kick and Park's 
Maezi Mosby will punt. For 
Ohio, Mayfield wlll punt 
and his Potter teammate 
Dylan Kidder wlll handle 
the placements. 

Alex Adair, Cyrus Adams, Champ, Calti Chaney, hart, Ross Gorby, Cameron roy, Dakota McGrew, Abl- Probst, Matthew Rector, Alexandria Street, Gabrielle 

Morgan Ahart, Brooke Nathaniel Clemons, Kyle Gray, Hope Harris, Tavlan gall Means, Willlam Met- Bethany Ripley, Adam Rip- Stringer, Keith Summers, 

Anderson, Daylynn Ander- Clevenger, Davan Co!llns. Harris, Bill Heath, Amy zger, Rachel Moore, Kelly ley, Racquel Ritchie, T.J. Sydney Taggart, Daphney 

son, Molly Arbogast, Olivia Craig, Will Croskey, Hlssrich, Kylie Hyre, Randy Morris, Kurt Neimeyer, Roberts, Marina Rohbeck, Tanner, Rick Terry, Timothy 

Michael Banovsky, Gillian Kaitlyn Crow, Mary Dagan, lgnacak, Alexis Ivey, Lan- Hallee Nelson, Joshua Kylee Rose, Shayla Rosen, Trigg, Ashley Trlschley, 

Barach, Elisa Beam, Kylie Lizzy Diehl, Zach Dierkes, don Johnston, Sarah Nicol, Samantha Palmer, Kaylee Sabo, Tanner Maegyn Trudics, Kylie Tur­

Beck, Harley Benda, Jessi- Christiana Dill, Andrew Dli· Kazmlrskl, Gage Keener, Taylor Pannett, Katie Park- Schmldll, Ashlee Schwart- ley, Mia Valero, Nicole Van 

ca Bocook, Mariah Bologna, lie, Stefania DIMichele, Theresa Kelly, Emily er. Alicia Parsons, Victoria feger, Hannah Scott, Shan- Tassel, Felix Vargas, Brian­

Nathan Bolyard, Sean David Duff, Samantha Kenefick, Makenzle Kimble, Parsons, Brianna Pasco, non Shiflett, Sydney Single- na Wade, Mackenzie Wade, 

Booher, Kristen Breen, Edwards, Trey Elbon, Han- lzayah King, Christina Klatt, Andrea Paynter, Davis ton, Deabrea Smith, J.J. Kaitlin Wallace, Dalton Wal­

Collln Briggs, Jorden nah Elson, Caleb Elson, Matthew Kolb, Travis Kor- Peshek, Steven Petrey, Snider, Talia Snively, Wit- noha, Rachel Watson, Calt­

Brown, Julie Bruder, Emily Karissa Eoff, Emily Ever- nettl, Malsy Krystek, Taylor Mikayla Pfouts, Veronica son Snively, Bayles Snyder, lyn Widmar, Kyleigh 

Burrier, Madeline Cain, son, Jon Flood, Shelby Gat- Leathers, Macy LeMasters, Phillipson, Jenna Platt, Jab Brenna Starr, Allie Stern, Williams, Saralna Wise, 

Lydia Carr, Philip Carson. Ian, Jade Giatzer, Haley Spencer Litzenberger, Plumly, Braden Poling, Danielle Stewart, Morgan Natalie Wood, Seth Wright, 

Bryson Cash, Benjamin Godman, Isabella Good- Marla Martin, Abigail McEI· Nachelle Probst, Lyndsee Stone, Mindy Strahl, Taylor Wright. 
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Six players representing Guernsey County in Saturday's game at Martins Ferry 

A lifetime of memories for OVAC All-Stars 
By JEFF HARRISON 
The Dally Jeffersonian 

BETHANY, WV - One 
final chance to represent 
their high 
school and In 
this case the 
entire county 
awaits for six 
members of 
this year's 
Ohio team slated to square 
off against West Vrrglnin in 
the annual OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football 
Game this Saturday at 
Martins Ferry's 'Purple 
Rider Stadium. 

Guernsey County's six 
players Include Konnor 
Roberts of Meadowbrook; 
Garth Charlton and Wil­
liam Lowe of Cambridge; 
and the Buckeye Trail trio 
of Troy Pontius, Carter 
Streiff and Kyle Wilson. 

With Saturday's 7:15 
p.m. kickoff drawing ever 
closer, the "Guernsey Six" 
understand how special this 
event Is and they appear to 
be enjoying their time on 

the campus of Bethany Col- coordinator to be at Ohio 

lege as well as all of the Dominican University -

otherweek-longactlvitles. Martins Ferry/Mount 
''1 remember when I was Union grad Zac Bruney • 

young I came down and will be leaving' as he was 

watched one of the l/8llleS ruuned the new head coach 

and rve wanted to play in it at Wheeling Jesuit Univer­

ever since," said :Meadow- sity, which is forming a 

brook's Roberts, a 6-0, 180- football program for the 

pound two-time ,µI-Ohioan flrst,tlme with plans to play 

(third team as a iipuor; sec- an exhibition schedule next 

ond team as a senibr) year before competiog full. 

who's expected Ito share time in the Mountain East 

time. at quarterback,: •and Conference in 2019. 
now that I am it's pretty "fve looked forward to 
surreal ' this for a long time and to 

"It's kinda my last hurrah be picked out of all the 

before going to· college, and players on the Ohio side is 

we're having a blast gettlog a real honor," said Trail's 

to know at lot of new gnys - Pontius, a 5-8, 170-pound 

even the Cambridge kids," third team Division VII all­
Roberts grinned. "We've Ohioan who'll likely see ac­

got athletes all around and tlon at running back or 

we're very diverse, but . wide receiver. "Making 

'things are a lot slower of- new friends has been great, 

fensively. We (Meadow- and rooming with Konnor 
brook) were a lot more (Roberts) is a lot of fun. 

fast-paced, but now we're It'll be nice to represent 

In a· huddle, so it's an ad- Buckeye Trail one last 

justment for me." time." 
Roberts, by the way, got "I got the call late, but 

the official word Monday 
morning that his offensive See Page B4 I All-stars 

All-Stars 
From Page Bl 

rve always looked forward 
to playing In a game like 
this," said Trail's Streiff, a 
5-8, 180-pound linebacker 
who gained second team 
all-Ohio D-VII honors. "It 
makes me feel good to 
know I was chosen to play 
with some really good play­
ers, and having other guys 
from Trail shows we had a 
pretty good season." 

"It's really an honor to 
get picked to play In this 
game," sald.Trail's Wilson. 
"My cousin, Kyle Carpen­
ter, played In this game and 
I talked to him about it and 
he said it was the best week 
of his life and so far, I 
agree. I've made a lot of 
new friends, and it's special 
to have two of my buddies 
(Pontius and Streiff) here. 
One more time to represent 
Buckeye Trail is nice, too." 

"I was really excited to 
be selected," said Cam­
bridge's Lowe, a 5-10, 170-
pound running back/defen­
sive lineman who was sec­
ond team all-Ohio Division 
IV. "It's a very special op­
portunity to be able to 
come out here and repre­
sent Cambridge along with 
Garth. My teammates are 
awesome and rm eajoylng 

KonnorRoberts 

Carter Streiff 

myself." 
Charlton, a 6-0, 205-

pound linebacker who also 
gained second team all­
Ohio accolades, made a 
quick exit from Bethany on 
Monday In order to return 
to Cambridge to play for 
Post 84 In the American 
Legion Region 8 Tourna­
ment, but returned soon af. 
ter the game and It's been 
an experience he'll never 
forgeL 

"I got to experience this 
last year with the Cam­
bridge coaching staff," he 
related, referring to serving 
as a manager for CHS 
coach Kevin Gunn who 
guided the Ohio squad last 
summer, "and I've been 
looking forward to it ever 
since. 

"It's definitely an honor 
to play with these guys," he 
continued as he took a 
break from an X-Box com­
petition between. the play­
ers in their dorms at 
Bethany. "They're all great 
football players and good 
young men. It's great build­
Ing friendships with guys I 
never thought I'd get a 
chance to meeL" 

Saturday's game may last 
between two and three 
hours, but these six players 
• along with the rest of the 
participants • will have a 
lifetime of memories to sa­
vor. 

Garth Charlton Wllllam Lowe 

Troy Pontius Kyle Wilson 



West Virginia 
stuns Ohio 
in 20-13 win 
By JOSH STROPE 
Sports writer 

MARTINS FERRY - Call it 
a little bit of redemption. 

West Virginia's John 

The Wheeling Central con­
nection of quarterback Isaac 
Rine and his favorite target, 
Burkhalter, hooked up on an B­
yard touchdown strike with 
three seconds remaining to 
give West Virginia a thrilling 
20-13 victory against Ohio at 
the Dave Bruney Football 
Complex. 

MONDAY, JULY 24, 2017 

■ Tour de France 2 

■ Saccoccia talks 3 

■ Briefs 3 

' 
~ 

Burkhalter didn't have his 
best day Saturday night dur­
ing the 72nd annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Foot­
ball Game. The all-state 
receiver was plagued by 
uncharacteristic drops, 
including a few that were 
guaranteed touchdowns. 

"This feels great," Burkhal­
ter said. "I have been coming 
here for so many years and 
seen the reaction from other 
West Virginia teams when 
they took the 'W' and that is 
exactly what I wanted. 

Ale:.: Kozlowski 

MAKING A GRAB-West Virginia's Chris Yachinl of Brooke leaps to make a catch while being defended 
by Ohio's Zach Bigelow of St. Clairsville 

Still, when the game was 
one the line, there was no 
question who the ball was 
going to. 

"Before that I made a cou­
ple drops and that got in my 
head a little bit. Coming down 

the stretch I told myself 'it 
was going to come down to 
you.' I told my other fellow 
receivers like Chris (Brooke's 
Yachini) that it is going to 

come down to the wide 
receivers. I knew this time I 
had to make the catch." 

With the game tied at 13-13 
and Ohio with the ball, a failed 

for West Virginia on the 
Buckeyes 29. 

With four minutes on 
the clock, the Moun­
taineers used a heavy 
dose of Magnolia's Chase 
Street and Weir's Cody 
Enrietti to milk the clock 
to the final seconds. 

West Virginia almost 
coughed up the ball, but 
Rine was able to recover 
a fumble and give the 
Mountaineers time for 
one final quick play with 
eight seconds on the 
clock. 

Rine took the shotgun 
• snap, rolled to his right 
and found Burkhalter at 
the edge of the end zone 
for the game-winning 
score. 

"We ran a double nick­
el there with John and 
Chris Yachini running 
12-yard comeback 
routes," West Virginia 
coach John Dur dines 
said. "We told Isaac to 
have an internal clock 
because you have to get 
rid of it. He made a hellu­
va pass and John made a 
a helluva catch. 

"(Despite the drops) I 
had no problem going 
back to John. I played 
against him for four 
years. Trust me, I game­
planned for him, scouted 

• 

him enough. We were 
going to keep throwing 
him the rock. We knew 
he would be there when 
we needed him." • 

Continued from Page 1B 

ensuing possession and 
gave Ohio the chance to 
drive for a game-winning 
score. 

Two plays later came 
the lone Ohio turnover. Burkhalter finished 

with five ·catches for 63 
yards and a score. 

"Shoulda, coulda, 
woulda," Ohio coach Karl 
Justus said. "Kids gave 
great effort and (West 
Virginia) just made one 
more play then we did. 

Ohio got the scoring 
started with a 22-yard 
run on a reverse by 
Buckeye Trail's Carter 
Streiff in the first quar­
ter. 

They made it when they 
needed it. We helped 
them out a lot with penal­
ties and missed assign­
ments, but they made a 
great play down in the 
end zone and that was 
that. 

On the first play of the 
second quarter, Street 
went in from 9 yards to 
tie it at 6-6. 

The Mountaineers 
took their first lead as 
Street found the end zone 
again, this time from 25 
yards as he bounced off 
the line, raced down the 
sideline and beat an Ohio 
defender to the pylon. 

Street finished with a 
game-high 82 yards rush­
ing to earn the Most 
Valuable Player award. 

Ohio seemed to grab 
the momentum in the 
fourth quarter, using an 
11-play, 68-yard drive 
that ended with 
Steubenville's Jalen 
McGhee scoring on a run 
up the middle to tie it at 
13-13. 

West Virginia went 
three-and-out on the 

• 

"A blocked punt, a 
blocked PAT, a fumble. A 
lot of mistakes that hard­
ly ever happen. Take 
those away and maybe, 
who knows?" 

Game Note 
■ Much has been made 

of this being the last game 
for the Bishop Donahue 
coaching staff and its 
players. The coaches 
started the game wearing 
the traditional blue polo 
shirts for West Virginia. 
At halftime, all the coach­
es came out wearing 
green Bishop Donahue 
shirts. 

"Coaches wanted to do 
it," Durdines said. "It 
meant something to them. 
It was a sign of respect 
and solidarity. It was 
something the kids want­
ed them to do. If you 
heard the chant at the 
end, the chant was 'Bish­
op Donahue.' They under­
stand it is a tough situa­
tion for us and the kids 
with what happened to us, 
but What a way to shine a 
little light on Bishop for 
once." 

• 

pitch from Meadowbrook's 
Konnor Roberts turned into a 
loose ball. John Marshall's 
Jacob Kerekes came up with it 

See OVAC Page 2B ¢ 



irs not the will to win that matters-everyone has that. It's the will to prepare to 

win that matters.• 

Paul "Bear" Bryant 

Wetzel Chronicle 
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The 8th Annual Jim Quinet SK Memorial Run and Walk 
lion of awards. carried a smile with him. The eighth annual Jim 

Quinet SK Memorial 
Run/Wall: will be held at 9 
am. on Saturday, July 29, 
beginning and ending in 
front of Quinet's Court 
Restaurant, located on Main 
Street in New Martinsville, 

across from the Wetzel 
County Courthouse. 

Tue pre-registration entry 
fee is $15, if paid by July 
20, The cost is $20 after­
wards. Only pre-registered 
participants will be guaran­
teed a I-shirt. Registration 

on race day will be from 7-
8 n.m. with the race to fol­
low at 8:30 n.m. Water will 
be made available midway 
through the race. At the fin­
ish line there will be water, 
sport drinks and snacks. 

Awards will be given to 

the first overall male and 
female runners; the top 
three in nine and under, as 
well as in age groups 10-
19, 20-29, 30-39, 40-49, 
50-59, 60-69; and 70 and 
up. 

There will be no duplica-

The race and nil proceeds 
from it will support a schol­
arship fund in memory of 
the late Jim Quine!, owner 
of Quinet's Court Restau­
rant, who was a standout 
Christian athlete and always 

Entry fonns are avnllnble 
at Quinet's. Alternately, 
contact Matt Quinet at 304-
904-214 7 for further infor­
mation or visit Quinet's at 
21 7 Main Street New 
Martinsville. 

OV AC All-Star Charity Football Classic 
Kicks-Off High School Sports Season 

' ------. ~-=-·-~ '" "'••-- ~~ -
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Photo by Bruce Crawford 
West Virginia's team for the 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Charity Football Classic 

Photo by Bruce Crawford 
Ohio's team for the 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Charity Foot­
ball Classic 

By BRUCE CRAWFORD 
Staff Writer 

Its almost time to kick-off 
the 2017-20 I 8 high school 
sports season with the 72nd 
annual OV AC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Charity Football Clas­
sic, which will kick off at 7: 15 
p.m. on Saturday, July 22 at 
Martins Ferry's Dave Bruney 

Football Complex. 
The OV AC Moved the game 

to Martins Ferry because the 
field on the Wheeling Island is 
getting a face-lift as we &peak, 
and barring any late scratches 
and/or changes, both Ohio head 
coach Karl Justus and West 
Virginia head coach John Dur­
dines have finalized their ros-

ters and can't wait till game 
time. 

"Choosing the roster is unbe­
lievably tough," Durdines said. 
"There are so many good kids 
who you can't take. And you 
have to play a game, so you 
can't just take 32 players. We 
have kids who excelled on their 
teams, but there's just so much 

talent" 
"Finding players wasn't 

tough," Justus snid. "Eliminat­
ing players was the toughest 
part. With so many good play­
ers in the Ohio Valley, narrow­
ing it down to 3 2 players 
makes it really challenging." 

Justus represented 18 
schools from Ohio with River 

Noah's Ark/Creation Museum 
I just got back from a few days 

off to check out Noah's Ark and 
the Creation Museum in Ken­
tucky, and it was everything and 
more. There was more than I can 
report on, but I will try to give 
you a basic description of both, 
the best I can. Lynne and I went 

along with 
my eldest 
son Greg 
and his fam­
ily, along 
with (Santa 
and Mrs. 
Claus) -
my son's 
father-in­
law and 

"FROM MY VIEW" mother in-
law. 

BRUCE After n 
CRAWFORD nice five-

hour drive 
to get there, we went to the Cre­
ation Museum the next morning. 
The front of the museum was 
gorgeous, and it felt good just 
being in the lobby. There were 
dinosaurs of nil kinds, along with 
different flowers and such to 
make you fell at peace with your­
self. 

The Creation Museum shows 
the theories of the origins of life, 
and illustrates the stories and 
ideas in the Bible through over 
mnntr "'Yh-ih1tc, in,.JnrHnrr '1 n.Qttinn 

Noah's Ark, In Kentucky. 

tarium. 
The history of the Bible vividly 

comes to life as we entered a 
Time Tunnel, beginning our walk 
through Biblical history. We 

being in the Garden with nil the 
animals, bugs and flowers. It just 
gave us chills. It was awesome in 
itself, and when they added 
Adam and Eve in the middle, it 

Photos by Bruce Crawford 

tinued our journey. 
The museum had n theater, 

along with a planetarium, a pet­
ting zoo, nature !mils, and more. 
The Creation Museum showed all 

coming away with the max with 
three selections in, Mason 
Ladyga, Luke Matusik and 
Cody Saksa, while West Vir­
ginia's Durdines selected Tyler 
Anderson and Jace Reed of 
Tyler Consolidated; and Chase 
Street of Magnolia as the only 
area layers selected. 

See "OVAC" on page 11 

Bus Trip 
To Ark 

On Saturday, Aug. 19, the 
Hearts Forever Changed orgnnlza­
tiol) is taking a bus trip to the Ark 
Encounter, located in 
Williamstown, Kentucky. 

The Ark Encounter features n 
full-size Noah's Ark, built accord­
ing to the dimensions given in the 
Bible. Spanning 510 feet long, 85 
feet wide, and 51 feet high, this 
modern engineering marvel 
amazes visitors.young and old. 

The cost for the trip is $110 
which covers transportation via 
air-conditioned charter bus and 
ticket price for the Ark. The bus 
will leave St Marys at 5 n.m. and 
will return to St. Marys by mid­
night. Trip participants will have 
four hours to explore the Ark. 
Light snacks and water will be 
provided on the bus, and the bus 
will stop for dinner on the return 
trip home. (Meal cost not Included 
in trip cost). Money is due within 
five days of registration. To regis­
ter for the trip, contact Sonya 
Hizer at 304-771-5612. 

Hearts Forever ,Changed is a 
local organization made up of 
local people. Hearts Forever 
Changed is best known for n year­
ly voyage to Honduras, where 
team members build houses for 
the homeless, feed the hunl!IV. and 
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WEST VIRGINIA OVAC All-STAR GAME TEAM 

"You 're never a loser until you 
quit trying." 

- MikeDitka 

The 
Press 
Box 

Fishing 
And-More 

Fishing Lake Erle is an 
experience you'll never 
forget. 

Ask any one wbo's every 
experienced it, and they will 
almost always agree that 

•• Lake Erle and its fishing 
opportunities are one of 
Ohio's best outdoor 
resourees. There's something 
for everyone, everything 
from boating and swimming 
to fishing and bird-watching. 
are available on the lake and 
lake shore. Beautiful homes 
dot the landscape along the 
shores. Charter service Is 
available in nearly every vil­
lage. I prefer to use my own 
small boot near the shores of 
the Islands. That is the best 
during the warm months. Of 
course the nil',ht life is also 
excitiog and If you are a 

=======~======:::,:,, music lover you'll get your -= : fill of all types. 
Making the trip to Port 

Ready to Kick Off 
eason on Gridiron 

Clinton and Put-In-Bay for 
some Walleye and Yellow 
perch has been my favorite 
summertime activity for the 
past IO years. We used to 
spend a lot of time fishing 
Ifie shores around inner city 
Cleveland, especially in 
Euclid and Cleveland Hamor 
back when my Grandparents 
lived on the West Side. How­
ever as I soon found out 
nothing can compare to the 
area around the north west­
ern part of the lake. 

If you've never spent ant 
time around the lake, you'll 

OV AC All-Star Charity Football Classic Saturday 
Tums Page to Coming High School Sports Season 

soon fmd out what you've 
been missing. If you want n 
chance nt catching a variety 
of fish, then fishing off Kel­
ley's Island will be your best 
bet. If walleye are on your 
mind, then Cleveland Hamor 
is a great place to go this By BRUCE CRAWFORD 

Staff Writer 
Its almost time to kick-off the 

2017-2018 high school sports 
season with the 72nd annual 
OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Charity Football Classic, which 
will kick off at 7: 15 p.m. on Satur­
day, July 22 at Martins Ferry's 
Dave Bruney Football Complex. 

The OV AC Moved the game to 
Martins Ferry because the field on 
the Wheeling Island is gettini a 
face-lift as we speak, and barnng 
any late scratches and/or changes, 
both Ohio head coach Karl Justus 
and West Virginia head coach 
John Durdines have finalized their 
rosters and can't wait till game 
time. 

"Choosing the roster is unbe­
lievably tough," Durdines said. 
''There are so many good kids who 
you can't take. And you have to 
play a game, so you can't just take 
32 players. We have kids who 
excelled on their teams, but there's 
just so much talent." 

"Finding players wasn't 
tough," Justus said. "Eliminating 
players was the toughest part. 
With so many good players In the 
Ohio Valley, narrowing it down 
to 32 players makes it really 
challenging." 

Justus represented 18 schools 
from Ohio with River coming 
away with the max with three 
selections in, Mason Ladyga, Luke 
Matusik and Cody Saksa, while 

• ' 
' 

• ' 

time of year. I've had the 
most success off the shores • 
of Put-In-Bay. 

If you're planning to visit 
Lake Erle, don't sweat the 
out-of-town blues. For the 
most part, the people are a 
friendly bunch and will offer 
some assistance or tips if you 

, , ask for it Just don't expect 
, anyone to give up their 

' favorite fishing boles. It's 
'-:;:-··:, ~ ··, also a good idea to give other 

, . ~- '· anglers a respectful distance 
before trying out any tips 
they may have offered. 

Weather conditions play a 
huge role in Lake Erle fish­
ing success. Rough weather 
can make for some pretty big 
waves on the lake and make 
for dangerous boating condi­
tions or at the very least a 

.s,,l'h .~ti 'ii;;. seasickness inducing trip. 
• ., ' ,,~ :. :,, Ifyourlookingforagreat 

place to spend a fews days 
or a month, make it a point to 

Tyler Consolldated's OVAC All- Star Football Players include, from left, Jace Reed and Tyler Anderson. 
visit Lake Erle sometime and 
enjoy the bounty offish that 
are out there to catch. You 
won't be sorry that you did. West Virginia's Durdines selected 

Tyler Anderson and Jace Reed of 
Tyler Consolidnted; and Chase 
Street of Magnolia as the only area 
layers selected. 

Besides the football players par­
ticipating from our area, there are 
band members, Queen of Queens, 
and cheerleaders, as well as past 

. players and cheerleaders. This year 

the band members are, Makenzle 
Kimble, Ted Stackpole and 
Nachelle Probst from Tyler Con­
solidated. The OV AC will once 
again crown the Queen of Queens 
as girls representing twenty three 
OV AC high sc_hools compete for 
the 2017 title. 

The Talent Show for the Queen 
of Queens will lake place this year 

at 7 p.m., Friday, July 21 and will 
be returning for the third year to 
the Ca11itol Theatre. Tickets will 
be available at the door, $7 for 
adults and $5 for children. 

Come early for the pre-game 
activities featuring the OVAC 
All Star Marching Band, Drill 
Team, Cheerleaders, and Queen 
contestants. 

My favorite happens to be 
yellow perch and walleye. 
We have a fish fry every 
night after our day long trips 
and whats left imakes for 
great breakfast with eggs, 
toast and fried potatoes. 

I don't often write about 
our fishing trills but because 
-"" ... ~----· __ f - -"--· _,.t,. __ 
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Stadium Repairs To 
Take Five Months 

$700K needed; 
all-star game will 
have to move 

By CASEY JUNKINS 
Staff Writer 

WHEELING - Wheeling 
Island Stadium should be ready 
for West Virginia's annual Super 
Six football championships nod 
most of the 20'1 7 regular season, 
but the venue, will not host the 
OV AC Rudy Mumley NI-Star 
Football Ganie and Queen of 
Queens competition this year. 

During n Monday Ohio County 
Board of Education meetin~, 
Superintendent Kim Miller sn1d 
the required stadium repairs will 
cost approximately $700,000. 
She hopes the school's insurance 
policy will cover nt least some of 
the cost, while she said the stadi­
um should open for use by mld­
September. 

The work is necessary because 
two of the panels at the top of the 
seatin& section on the stadium's 
west side are now on the ground. 
On April I 7, one concrete panel 
came down by crane after offi­
cials found it damaged n few days 
earlier, but the adjacent panel fell 
from the top of the stndmm in an 
11ncontrolled fashion, crashing 
through the fence that surrounds 
the facility. 

"This failme is not something 
that could have easily been pre­
dicted or noticed," Eric 
Mntyskieln of M&G Architects 
and Engin~ers told board mem­
bers Monday. "This has not been 
caused by some sort of lack of 
maintenance or lack of inspec­
tion." 

In fact, Matyskiela said there 
was really no way to see the por­
tion that failed until at least one of 
the panels had been removed. He 
said the facility - which origi­
nally opened m 1927, but saw 
extensive renovations in 1987 -
is, overall, "in very good condi­
tion." 

( Please see STADIUM, 
Page6) 

KEEP 
oUT 

Photo by Casey Junkins This section of South Penn Street remains closed because of structural problems at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

OVAC official: no timetable for venue change 
By IAN filCKS 

City Editor 
WHEELING - OV AC offi­

cials will spend the coming 
weeks huddling to develop a 
backup plan following Monday's 
news that Wheeling Island Stadi­
um won't be ready to host the 
annual Rudy Mumley AU-Star 
Football Game this summer.' 

The game, which pits top 
recent graduates from area high 
schools in West Virginia against 
those from Ohio, is set for July 
22, but work to reinforce con­
crete panels at the top of Wheel­
ing Island Stadium isn't expect­
ed to wrap up until mid-Septem­
ber. One of the panels on the 
west side of the stadium shifted, 

officials discovered April 14, 
and another came crashing to the 
ground when construction work­
ers removed it last week. 

At this point, there is no 
timetable for an announcement 
of a new venue for this sum­
mer's contest, according to 
OVAC Executive Secrc­
tnryrTreasurer Tom Rataiczak. 

"I wish I could give you an 
answer, but I can't. ... It's just a 
matter of seeing what our 
options are," Rataiczak said late 
Monday. 

Rataiczak declined to identify 
potential locations where the 
game could be moved, noting 
conference officials still have to 
get together to discuss the situa-

lion. 
He did say, however, that 

available space will be a major 
consideration when it comes to 
finding a new host. 

In addition to the teams, there 
ilre multiple bands as well as 
Queen of Queens pageant con­
testants that have to be accom­
modated. 

"There's a lot of bodies to 
move around, and there's a lot of 
facilities that have to be set up 
for that," he said. "On the other 
hand, you 're not putting l0,000 
people in the stands like you 
were back in the '80s." 

(Please see OVAC, 
Page6) 
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Location is another major factor, 
according to Rataiczak, who noted play­
ers come from as far north as East Liver­
pool and as far south as Parkersburg and 
Morgantown to participate in the contest. 

"You try to keep things as central as 
you can so it's convenient for everybody 
to get there, get back out and get home," 
he satd. 

Wheeling Island Stadium has hosted 
the OV AC All-Star Gatne since its incep­
tion in the 1940s. Rataiczak said the 
game has been moved lo Marlins Ferry 

and Steubenville in the past due to flood­
ing and other factors, but that hasn't been 
necessary in the 18 years he's been 
involved with the event. 

.He said Wheeling Park High School 
Athletic Director Dwaine Rodgers and 
Ohio County Schools administrators 
have been keeping OV AC officials 
updated on the situation at the stadium, 
and he's confident a suitable location 
will be found. 

"At least it wasn't discovered in June 
or July. We have time to regroup, and 
we'll do it," Rataiczak said. 

STADIUM--------------
(Continued from Page 1) 

Matyskiela said the main reason for 
the panel failure is weathering. For 
example, the concrete can get very hot 
when exposed lo the summer sun. The 
structure then cools at night, but heats 
back up during the next day, 

"It's the constant movement," he said 
of the ongoing expansion and contraction 
during the temperature transition, 

Miller said after the meeting the 
school will have to place the project out 
for bid before officially hiring someone 
to perform the work Matyskiela 's strate­
gy calls for installing new reinforcements 
connecting the panels to the main portion 
of the stadium in both the cast side and 
west side stands, 

Unlike the original connections, the 
new supports will be open for inspection, 
so that school employees will be able to 
tell if there is a problem. • 

At this time, Matyskicla docs not plan 
to install new supports for the panels 
that run at the north and south ends of 
the stands, Neither he nor school offi­
cials ruled this out, however, while 
acknowledging this would take more 
time and money to complete, 

"We could get another 30 years out of 
this stadium," Matyskicla added, 

After hearing the report, board mem­
ber Christine Carder asked Miller if this 
meant the stadium would be unavailable 
for the annual OV AC All-Star football 
game on July 22, which pits recent grad­
uates of Ohio high schools against their 
West Virginia counterparts, ' 

"We won't be able to use it for the all­
star game," Miller said. 

After some further discussion board 
President Zach Abraham, alon'g with 

memb.ers Shane Mallett, Tim Birch, 
Sarah Koegler and Carder voted 5-0 to 
allow Miller to seek bids for the stadium 
work. 

After the meeting, Miller said there 
have not been any official plans made 
for Wheeling Park High School football 
and soccer games this fall in the event 
the stadium cannot host them, 

Recently, West Virginia Secondary 
School Activities Commission Executive 
Director Bernie Dolan said he remained 
hopeful the stadium would be ready in 
time for the Mountain State's annual 
Super Six high school football chanipi­
onships, which the stadium has hosted 
every December since 1994. 

"We plan on being up and ready by 
the Super Six," Miller sutd confidently. 

Miller and board members hope the 
insurance will cover a significant portion 
of the expense because the school is 
already going to have to tighten its 
budgetary belt in the new fiscal year. 
The assessed value for county property 
is down $91 million from last year due 
to a slowdown in natural gas production 
in the urea, which means about a $l.5 
million reduction in revenue for the 
school even after board of education 
members increased the levy rate from 
94,5 percent of the maximum allowed to 
95.5 percent. 

"At least no one got hurt," Birch said 
of the stadium problems. 

"We all are thankful that this hap­
pened when it did, if it had to happen," 
Carder added, 

The next regular board meeting is set 
for 6 p,m, May 11 at the board office 
along National Road in the Elm Grove 
section of Wheeling. 

OVAC Scores 
With All-Star 
Game Choice 

MARTINS FERRY 
_ A wise man once 
said "It is not the prob­
lem: but rather who is 
solving it." 

av AC Executive Sec­
retary Tom Rataiczak 
and his football commit­
tee were delivered a 
major problem lute last 
month. The conference's 
braintrust needed to find 
a new home for the 

when trying to accmn­
modate a game of such 
magnitude, 

Rataiczak, OV AC 
Game Director Bob 
Koch and the football 
committee opted for 
Martins Ferry. They 
made the call and did so 
in timely fashion. 

Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game this July. 

With no disrespect to 
the other three sites, the 
Dave Bruney Football 
Complex makes the 
most sense. 

First, it has 
enough seating 
to handle the 
crowd which is 
not the 7 ,000-
8,000 in years 
past due to tele­
vision coverage. 
Also it does 
provide shelter 
from rain on its 
home side, HUBBA 

KAPRAL 

The problem 
arose after 
Wheeling Island 
Stadium -- the 
annual home for 
the all-star clash 
- was found to 
have some pan­
els in decay. A 
$IM repair 
project has 
ensued at the 
stadium and is 
expected to be 
in shut-down 
mode until early 
September. 

The biggest 
Factor is that 

Exurnn·: SroHT'i Marlins FelTy is 
geographically 
equal to Wheel­

ing Island. Some players 
and families have much 
travel in conjunction 
with the game, including 
those from the Parkers­
burg and Morgantown 
areas, Should the ~ame 
be played at Hardmg 
Stadium or at Brooke 

Fortunately, the struc­
tural issues were discov­
ered when the stadium 
was not in use, It could 
have proved fatal if the 
issue surfaced durmg an 
athletic contest. So in 
some respects, it was a 
blessing, 

The av AC officials 
had four quality opti_on~ 
to ponder: Steubenville s 
Harding Stadium, 
Brooke High. St. 
Clairsville High and the 
Dave B1uney Football 
Complex in Martins 

High it would result m 
another 25-minute trip 
each way. 

"At one time (1950s, 
60s, 70s) we let that sta­
dium go, even though 
we won as many games 
or more than anyone, No 
money was spent on it 
and the stadium went Ferry. . 

All four are ideal loot­
ball venues, But all four 
had an issue or two 

See, Kapml, Page C2 
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into disrepair, It was so bad that we 
had to tear down the visitors' side," 
Martins Ferry coach Dave Bruney 
said. "I want lo thank the OV AC 
for the opportunity to showcase our 
facility, I also want to thank so 
many people for working so hard to 
improve and maintain our current 
facilities, which had not always the 
case dating back to the 50s, 60s 
and 70s. 

"Dirk Fitch got this turf replace­
ment project going shortly before 
he retired (as district superintend­
ent), Jim Fogle and Kim Appolloni 
have picked up the ball and moved 
il along," 

Purple Rider Stadium housed the 
all-star game in the early 1970s 
without a hitch. The facility is now 
light years better than it was 50 
years ago. 

Ohio fans will get one added 
bonus. Buckeye partisans usually 
bake during S\Veltering conditions 
at the game, us the visiting side at 
Wheeling Island Stadium faces the 
sun, At Ferry, home fans will be 
under cover with backs to l11e sun, 

"We have had so much help from 
so many people over the last 20 
years in improving this plncc. Dan 
Jones has been a big help. He 
helped me when 1 was getting it off 
the ground," Bruney said, "My 
biggest thanks goes out to our 
school board - Dorothy Powell, 
Nick Stankovich, Bob Zilai, Scott 
Ballint and Joe Lovell. They arc all 
Martins Ferry grnds and were all 
involved in many extracurricular 
activities while in school. They arc 
ardent supporters and realize the 
integral role that quality athletic 
and extracurricular programs play 
in education. 

"I have known them all for at 

least 45 years on a personal level. I 
can't thank them enough, I coached 
Nick and then he coached for me, 
Bob coached me, 

"They spend a lot of time at the 
stadium and realize what it takes to 
maintain n great facility. 

"I can't thank our entire commu­
nity and students enough, This 
facility has prolonged my career." 

IlU!lllA'S !llTS 
David Van Camp - a 2000 

Wheeling Park grad - was killed 
in Iraq while serving the U.S. Army 
as a captain. He was a former Patri­
ots baseball player, After his death, 
David's family established a schol­
arship in his honor. Park senior 
Rush Seidler received that scholar­
ship after Tuesday's sectional win 
against John Marshall. Capt. Van 
Camp received numerous military 
honors, including the Purple Heart 
and Bronze Star. 
■ Terry Edwards dedicated 

much of his life to baseb,ill, He 
guided Wheeling Central to more 
than 300 wins and a pair of state 
titles. 

The former West Liberty football 
star left the Maroon Knights to 
establish a baseball program al 
Wheeling Jesuit University, The 
affable coach opted lo enter retire­
ment Monday after 41 years of 
coaching. 

We salute the 200 I OV AC 
Coach or the Y car for a seirless 
coaching career that yielded 
tremendous success on the field 
while also helping shape the lives 
of countless young men in a posi­
tive fashion, 
■ SL Clairsville's DeVon Harris 

acquitted himself nicely in the Ohio 
North-South Division IV-VII All-



INSIDE littlihUiiifflJu§@ SECTION 

Scoreboard/83 SPORTS B 
Monday, 

May 8, 2017 

Ferry lands OVAC All-Star Football Game 
By BUBBA KAPRAL 
Executive Sports Editor 

MARTINS FERRY - The 
OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game is beaded to the 
Purple City. • 

OV AC Executive, Secretary 
Tom Ratalczak announced thi~ 
morniog the annual grid extrava< 
ganza - pitting Ohio, and WeS:t 
Virginia standouts T will be 
played at the Dave Bruney Foo~­
ball Complex in Martiris Ferry on 
Saturday night, July 22. 

The game is held annually at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. How­
ever, the facility was found to 
have extensive structural damage 
last month. Repair work will cost 

•$700,000 and Is targeted to 

• 

extend into September. 
Martins Ferry was one of 

four venues in the hunt for Ibis 
year's game. 0VAC officials also 
considered Steubenville's Hard­
ing Stadium, St. Clairsville and 
Brooke. 

"After carefulli)' evaluating 
the four sites and 'considering 
cost, travel, facilities, needs for 
band and queens, parking, etc., it 
was felt that Martins Ferry was 
the most logical choice. While the 
stadium bolds less people than 
the Island, it should provide for a 
packed, exciting football game 
atmosphere," Rataiczak said. 
"We can't say enough about Ohio 
County and the facility It bas pro­
vided for years. This bas made us 
realize bow blessed we have been 

r----:=---, to have 
such a 
venue in 
the heart of 
the confer­
e n c e . 
Everyone 
involved 
should be 
grateful that 
t h i s 

occurred when it did and that no 
one was hurt. We have every 
intention of returning there next 
year." 

This summer's game will 
help christen new turf currently 
being installed at the Dave 
Bruney Complex. In addition, 
other cosmetic work is under way 
such as painting and seating 

repairs. 
"We are ecstatic in being 

selected to host this game. It ls 
the perfect way to showcase our 
tremendous facility," Martins 
Ferry Athletic Director Kim 
Appolloni said. "We have a great 
football tradition here at Martins 
Ferry and we are both excited and 
humbled to be chosen to host 
such a grand event 

"I would like to thank Rat 
(Tom Rataiczak) and all those 
Who decided to give us such a 
wonderful opportunity," she con­
tinued. "We have a dedicated 
staff here at Martins Ferry that 
will work diligently and passion­
ately to make sure everything is 
up to all-star standards." 

This will not be the first time 

Ferry has hosted the game. It did 
so once in the early 1970s. 

"Dave Bruney and Kim 
Appolloni have been super sup­
portive in trying to meet the 
needs the game requires. In hav­
ing the Band Showcase there for 
several years, we feel very com­
fortable in running this event in a 
first-class fashion," Ratalczak 
said. "We realize that a lot of 
tweaking will need to be done 
both with Martins Ferry and the 
OV AC committee, but we are 
committed to seeing that the 
game is carried out with the same 
class as it always has been. The 
next few months will be very 
interesting and, demanding in get­
ting all the pieces of the game to 
fit together." 

Photos by Casey Junkins 
This secUon of South Penn Street remains closed because of structural problems at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Stadium repairs to cost $700K 
• Won't be available for All-Star Football Game 
By CASEY JUNKINS 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING - Wheeling Island Sta­
dium should be ready for West Vir­
ginia's annual Super Six football cham­
pionships and most of the 2017 regular 
season, but the venue will not host the 
OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football 
Game and crowning of the Queen of 
Queens this year. 

During a Monday Ohio County 
Board of Education meeting, Superin­
tendent Kim Miller said the required 
stadium repairs will cost approximately 
$700,000. 

She hopes the school's insurance pol­
icy will cover at least some of the cost, 
while she said the stadium should open 
for use by mid-September. 

The work is necessary because two of 
the panels at the top of the seating sec­
tion on the stadium s west side are now 
on the ground. On April I 7, one con­
crete panel came down by crane after 
officials found it damaged a few days 

earlier, but the adjacent panel fell from 
the top of the stadium in an uncon­
trolled fashion, crashing through the 
fence that surrounds the facility. 

"This failure is not something that 
could have easily been predicted or 
noticed," Eric Mat;;skiela of M&G 
Architects and Engmecrs told board 
members Monday. "This has not been 
caused by some sort of lack of mainte­
nance or lack of inspection." 

In fact, Matyskiela said there was 
really no way to see the portion that 
failed until at least one of the panels had 
been removed. 

He said the facility - which origi­
nally opened in 192 7, but saw exten­
sive renovations in 1987 - is, overall, 
"in very good condition." 

Matysklela said the main reason for 
the panel failure is weathering. For 
example, the concrete can get very hot 
when exposed to the summer sun. The 
structure then cools at night, but heats 
back up during the next day. 

"It's the constant movement," he said 

Eric Matvskiala of M&G Architects 
and Engfneers addresses the Ohio 
County Board of Education regard­
Ing Wheeling Island Stadium during 
the board's Monday meeting. 

of the ongoing expansion and contrac­
tion during the tempemture transition. 

See STADIUM, Page A2 
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OVACASG 
must find 
new home 
• Island Stadium shut 
down until September 
By IAN HICKS 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING - OV AC offi­
cials will spend the coming 
weeks huddling to develop a 
backup plan following Monday's 
news that Wheeling Island Stadi­
um won't be ready to host the 
annual Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Gurne this summer. 

The game, which pits top 
recent 
graduates r---= 
.from area 
h I g h 
schools in 
West Vir­
g I n I a 
against 
those from 
Ohio, is 
set for 
July 22, 
but work L-.....:: =----' 
to rein-
force concrete panels at the toP. 
of Wheelmg Island Stadium isn t 
expected to wrap up until mid­
September. One of the panels on 
the west side of the stadrnm shift­
ed, officials discovered April 14, 
and another came crashing to the 
ground when construction work­
ers removed It last week. 

At this point, there is no 
timetable for an announcement of 
a new venue for this summer's 
contest, according to OV AC 

I Executive Secretary/Treasurer 
Tom Rataiczak. 

"I wish I could give you an 
answer, but I can't ... It's just a 
matter of seeing what our options 
are," R~taiczak said late Monday. 

Ratatczak declined to identify 
potential locations where the 
game could be moved, noting 
conference officials still have to 
get together to discuss the slttia­
tion. 

He did say, however, that 
avatlable space will be a major 
consideration when it comes to 
finding a new host. In addition to 
the teams, there are multiple 
bands as well as Queen of 
Queens pageant contestants that 
have to be accommodated. 

"There's a lot of bodies to 
move around, and there's a lot of 
facllities that have to be set up 
for that," he said. "On the other 
hand, Y".U're not putting 10,000 
people 10 the stands like you 
were back in the '80s." 

Location is another major fac­
tor, according to Rataiczak, who 
noted players come from as far 

See, OVAC, Page 82 
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Miller said after the 
meeting the school will 
have to place the project out 
for bid 6efore officially hir­
ing someone to perform the 
work. Matyskiela' s strategy 
calls for installing new rein­
forcements connecting the 
panels to the main portion 
of the stadium in both the 
east side and west side 
stands. 

Go AND Do 
July 22, which pits recent 
graduates of Ohio high 
schools against their West 
Virginla counterparts. 

Unlike the original con­
nections, the new supports 

■ The next regular 
Ohio County Board of 
Education meeting Is 
set for 6 p.m. May 11 
at the board office 
along National Road In 
the Elm Grove section 
of Wheeling. 

"We won't be able to use 
it for the all-star game," 
Miller said. 

After some further dis­
cussion, board President 
Zach Abraham, along with 
members Shane Mallett, 
Tim Birch, Sarah Koegler 
and Carder voted 5-0 to 
allow Miller to seek bids for 

will be open for inspection, so that school 
employees will· be able to tell if there is a 
problem. 

At this time, Matyskiela does not plan to 
install new supports for the panels that run 
at the north and south ends of the stands. 
Neither he nor school officials ruled this 
out, however, while acknowledging this 
would take more time and money to com­
plete. 

"We could get another 30 years out of 
this stadium," Matyskiela added. 

After hearing the report, board member 
Christine Carder asked Miller if this meant 
the stadium would be unavailable for the 
annual OV AC All-Star football game on 

the stadium work. 
After the meeting, Miller said there have 

not been any official plans made for 
Wheeling Park High School football and 
soccer games this fall in the event the sta­
dium cannot host them. 

Recently, West Virginia Secondary 
School Activities Commission Executive 
Director Bernie Dolan said he remained 
hopeful the stadium would be ready in 
time for the Mountain State's annual Super 
Six high school football championships, 
which the stadium has hosted every 
December since 1994. 

"We l'lan on being up and ready by the 
Super Six," Miller said confidently. 



• I I Photo/JOSH STROPE 
OVAC RUDY Mumley Game Director Bob Koch (center) Is flanked by the two head coaches for Saturday's 
annual contest, which Will be played at Martins Ferry's _Purple Rider Stadium. Ohio's head coach ls Karl 
Justus and leading the West Virginia $QUad Is Jo~n Durdmes (right). 

Justus, Durdines both pleased 
with teams' progress thus far 
By SETH STASKEY Justus said. "We went full go (Mone as we would if we were preparing for 
Times Leader Sports Editor day) for the first time and the kids are the state championship game," Dur-

really \licking things up well." dines said. "We want to win in the 
BETHANY - The preparations Dunng the Buckeye State's first worst way, but still football is about 

for the annual OVAC Rudy Mumley practice Monday, they went live for having fun. The kids understand that 
All-Star Football Game are officially much of the workout, which Justus if they take care of business for these 
in full swing. was happy with. two hours (on the prac-

The players and coaches have been "I think they're better ,--✓-'u.r;,;;:---, lice field), they'll be able 
on campus since Saturday and have when they just play than to savor and enjoy every 
five practices under their belt as they going through drills," Jus- minute outside of here. 
continue to work toward' Saturday tus said. "The kids are all This game is an experi-
night' s kickoff at 7:15 at Martins in pretty good shape and ence." 
Ferry's Purple Rider Stadium. there's a lot of talent here. Durdines, Who has 

Both squads took a break from We just have to get it all been a part of two previ-
thelr practices Monday afternoon to gelled together." ous West Virginia staffs 
take part in media and photo day on Though every coach for the OV AC Game, 
the campus of Bethany College. and player who takes in wants his team to enjoy 

Ohio head coach Karl Justus and any games wants to win, every ounce of the week 
West Virginia head coach John Dur- Durdlnes and his. coach- as much as possible. 
dines are both overwhelmingly excit- Ing staff have added motivation since "This game will allow these kids 
ed with thelr·respective teams. Not • they're representing Bishop Donahue to build relationships and friendships 
just from a football perspective, but for the final time. Donahue, which that they'll be able to have forever," 
Including their behavior and attl- won the OV AC Class IA title last Durdines said. "We definitely have 
tudes. ' fall, has been closed for the upcom- some characters on this team, but 

"It's a busy time, but it'~ also been Ing school year, that's in a good way. The kids are 
a fun time because of these kids and ''W • bin this arne as hard 

e re coac g g See, OVAC, Page B2 how they've handled everything," 

James Family 
ready for final 
game together 
By JOSH STROPE 
For The Times Leader 

BETHANY - Talk to Eric James about his son, 
Lander, and his eyes light up. Possibly mi!f11t even swell 
up. There is no doubt he is one proud papa; 

The two have been together on a football field for a 
Jong time and it has been quite a ride, including 
Cameron's perfect 10-0 regular season in 2016. 

While the end of that ride could have came with the 
Dragons' loss In the playoffs last season, there Is still 
one more game to go. 

Lander James made a name for himself on the offen­
sive line this season, earning first team All-Valley and 
All-OVAC and special honorable mention all-stale. 

He was an easy c.holce to be selected :ror the 72nd 
Annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Football Charity 
Classic. : . 
. '"This is a pretty big deal on my part," tander James 
said Monday at OVAC Media Day at Betj1any College. 
"Not a lot of people in my family have been in this 
game and not m,nµy people from my school get selected. 

"It would have been nice to have oneLmore person 
from our team, but two people is good an11 we are both 
excited to be here." ' 

Lander James, who finished inst season at 6-foot-3 
and and 195 pounds, but currently stands at 6-5 and 
230 pounds, is joined by on the West Vir$lnia team by 
tailback Michael Starcher. • . 

See, JAMES, Page B2 

Photo/JOSH STROPE 
LANDER JAMES, left, poses with his. dad, Eric, 
during OVAC Media Day on Monday at Bethany 
College. 
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really bonding and that's what this is,about." 
The West Virginia players have been maximizing their 

time on the practice field, according to their head coach. 
"The big learning curve is with the quarterbacks 

because of the system and terminology differences, but 
they're getting better each and every practice," Durdincs 
said. "We're preparing to win a game, but this whole 
experience is fun." 

According to Justus, Ohio could play today if need be, 
defensively. However, the offense, which is the side of the 
ball he coaches, ls still coming together. 

"The defense has really come together well and it's 
ahead of the offense, but that's normal because they don't 
have as much to grasp, mentally," Justus said. "The kids 
looked good today and I don't know if it's them learning 
the plays better or the fact that we went full bore. We'll 
get there by Saturday." 

OVAC.NOTES 
■ JUSTUS ADMITTED that he hasn't yet learned 

everyone's name on his team, but he's getting there. 
"I know most of them, but all of the assistants know the 

names," Justus said. "I coach the offense, so I am good on 
the offensive side." 
■ BOTH STAFFS are currently down a coach. West 

Virginia is without former .Madonna head coach Bob 
Kramer, who is under the weather after a trip to Las Vegas 
last week. 

"I am still hoping Bob will be able to join the staff," 
Durdines said. "He called me Saturday and said he's going 
to try to get (to camp) later in the week. We have the 
utmost respect for Bob and hope he can get here. He's a 
cherished friend." 

Ohio is without Justus' son, K.B. He's n member of the 
conching staff at Lancaster and it has ii,,<; camp going on. 
He's expected to re-join Ohio later in the week. 
■ CAMBRIDGE PRODUCT Garth Charlton used his 

one excused absence from camp shortly after the team pic­
ture was taken Monday. He headed back to Guerney 
County to re-join the Cambridge American Legion base­
ball team for its game against St. Clairsville. St. Clairsville 
players Billy Johnson (Shadyside) and Dom Wallace 
(Martins Ferry) elected to stay in camp. 

• James--------­
cantinued from Page B1 

Starcher, who rushed for 1,557 yards and 18 touch­
downs last season, can thank James for opening so many 
holes for him throughout his career. That could be a famil­
iar theme come Saturday at the Dave Bruney Football 
Complex in Martins Ferry. 

While Lander James likely expected Starcher to be join­
ing him, one person he wasn't was his father. 

This season, the coaching staff was from the OV AC 
Class IA division. That was Bishop Donahue. 

Bishop Donahue coach John Durdines goes back a long 
way with Eric James. • 

It was where James got his start. When Durdines asked 
him to come aboard last January, the answer was an easy 
one. 

"(Bishop Donahue) is where I cut my teeth, getting out 
of college ns a 22-ycar-old kid," Eric James said. "Fortu­
nately John called me up and asked 'do you want to come 
back with us one last time?' He didn't have to ask me 
twice. 

• OVAC--~----
Conllnued irom Page B1 

The game, which sees recent graduates of Ohio high 
schools face those from West Virginia schools, is sched­
uled for 7:15 p.m. July 22. 

On 1:riday, West Virgini~ Secondary School Activities 
Comnusslon Execullve Drrector Bernie Dolan said he 
remained hopeful ~e stadium would be ready in time for 
the Mountain State s annual Super Six high school foot­
ball championships in December. The stadium has played 
host to ~ese c_ontests every year since I 994. 

To this pomt, the only events Wheeling Park High 
School Athletic Director hns needed to move from the sta­
drnm are boys' and girls' lacrosse games. He hopes it 
stays that way . 

. "I have to admit that is definitely 'alanning," Rodgers 
srud after watchin& the panel fall to the ground. "You look 
at that and you think, OK - there are a lot of different 
things that need to be done at this point" 

The stadium serves as ·the home field for the Wheeling 
Park f'.atriots football and soccer teams. Until 2015, the 
Wheeling Central t;atholic High School Maroon Knights 
also called the stadium home, but they have since relocat­
ed _1helr_ home games to the campus of Wheeling Jesuit 
Uruvemty. 

Robert "Bubba" 
Kapral. 
Executive Sports Editor 

OV AC hits paydirt 
with all-star grid 
• game selection 

MARTINS FERRY - A wise man 
once said, "It is not the problem, but 
rather who is solving it" 

OV AC Executive Secretary Tom 
Rataiczak and bis football committee 
were delivered a major problem late 
last month. The conference braintrust 
needed to find a new home for Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game this 
July. 

The problem arose after Wheeling 
Island Stadium -- the annual home for 
the all-star clash -- wns found to have 
some panels in decay. A $IM repair 
project hns ensued at the stadium and 
is expected to be in shut-down mode 
till early September. 

Fortunately, the structural issues 
were discovered when the stadium 
was not in use. It could have proved 
fatal if the issue surfaced during an 
athletic contest. So in some respects, 
it wns a blessing. 

The OV AC officials had basically 
four quality options to ponder: 
Steubenville's Harding Stadium, 
Brooke High, St Clairsville High and 
the Dave Bruney Football Complex 
in Martins Ferry. 

All four are ideal grid venues. But 
all four had an issue or two when try­
ing to accommodate the game of such 
magnitude. 

Rataiczak, OV AC Game Director 
Bob Koch and the grid committee 
opted for Martins Ferry. They made 
the call and did so in timely fashion. 

With no disrespect to the other 
three sites, the Dave Bruney Football 
Complex in Martins Ferry makes the 
most sense. 

First, it has enough seating to 
handle the crowd which is not the 
7,000-8,000 in years past due to tele­
vision coverage. Also it does provide 
shelter from rain on its home side. 

The biggest factor that Martins 
Ferry is geographically equal to 
Wheeling Island. Some players and 
families have much travel in conjunc­
tion with the game, including those 
from the Parkersburg and Morgan­
town areas. Should the game be 
played at Harding Stadium or at 
Brooke High it would result in anoth­
er 25-minute trip each way. 

"At one time (1950s, 60s, ?Os) 
we let that stadium go, even though 
we won ns many games or more tha!1 
anyone. No money 'Yas SJJent on II 
and the stadium went mto d1Sreparr. It 
was so bad that we had to tear down 
the visitors' side " said Martins Ferry 
head coach Dav~ Bruney. "I want to 
thank the OV AC for the opportunity 
to showcase our facility. I also want 
10 thank so many people fo~ workmg 
so hard to improve and ?'runtam our 
current facilities, which had not 
always the case dating back to the 
50s, 60s and 70s. 

'Dirk Fitch got this turf replace­
ment project going shortl:f before he 
retired (as district supennten_dcnt). 
Jim Fogle and Kim Appollom hav_e 
picked up the ball and moved 11 

along." . 
Purple Rider Stadmm housed _the 

all-star game in the early 1970s with­
out a hitch. The facility is now light 
years better than it was some 50 

years~¥,~~ fans will get one added 
bonus. Buckeye partisans ~sunlly 
bake during sweltering cond1t10ns at 
the game, as the visHing side at 
Wheeling Island Stadmm fnc~• the 
sun. At Ferry• home fans will be 
under cover with backs to the sun. 

"We have had so much help from 
so many people over the Inst 20 years 
in improving this place. Dan Jones 
has been a big help. He helped m~ 
when I was getting ti off the ground, 
Bruney said. "My biggest thanks goes 
out 10 our school board -- Dor~thy 
Powell, Nick Stankovich, Bob Ztlal, 
Scott Ballin! and Joe Lovell. They are 
all Martins Ferry grads and w?re all 
involved in many extracumculur 
activities while in school. They_ arc 
ardent supporters and realize the mte­
gral role that quality athletic and 
extracurricular programs play m edu­
cation. 

"I have known them all for at 
least 45 years on n personal level. I 
can't thank them enough. I coached 
Nick and then he coached for me. 
Bob coached me," he continued. 

"They spend a lot of tune at the 
stadium und realize what it takes to 
maintain n great facility. I can't thank 
our entire community and students 
enough. This facility has prolonged 
my career." 

See, OVAC, Page B3 
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PICTURED ARE the Ohio 
skill players for Saturday's 
72nd annual OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football 
Game. Kneeling, from left, are 
Carter Streiff (Buckeye Trail), 
Konnor Roberts (Meadow­
brook), Robert Coppa (Indian 
Creek), Casey Lewis (Fort 
Frye) and Dylan Kidder (East 
Liverpool). Standing, from left, 
are Justyn Keyser (Bellaire), 
Jack Davis (Martins Ferry), 
Austin Mayfield (East Liver­
pool), Zach Gill (East Liver­
pool), Jesse Ball (Harrison 
Central) and Sean Millard 
(Buckeye Local). 

T-L Photo/SETH ST ASKEY 

Harrison's Ball just taking it all in 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - Jesse Ball is 
unlike most of the members of 
the Ohio All-Star Team in a cou­
ple of ways. 

First and foremost, the Harri­
son Central product will be total­
ly wide eyed when he steps off 
the bus at Purple Rider Stadium 
Suturduy afternoon for the 72nd 
annual OV AC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football Game because 
he's never been to the game 
before. 

"I've heard a ton about it and I 

know of the game's tradition, but 
I've never been to it before," 
Ball said. "It's definitely some­
thing I've been dreaming of 
since my freshman year ... 

Ball turned in a brilliant prep 
career for the Huskies en route to 
all-Ohio accolades and basically 
became a no-broiner of a pick for 
the Ohio coaching staff. 

"I am ready to play already 
and the game's still a few days 
away," Ball said. "Everything 
about this (experience) has been 
great. I will definitely be telling 
other guys at Harrison Central to 
make being selected for this 

Johnson believes in 
better late than never 
for OVAC Game 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - Billy Johnson subscribes to the better 
late than never theory. 

The Shadyside graduate had n superb senior season as 
the Tigers' quarterback, putting up impressive numbers 
and leading the Tigers to an 8-2 record and yet another 
trip to the Division VII playoffs. 

He seemingly picked up every honor 
Imaginable, including Eastern District 
Player of the Year, nil-Ohio, all-OVAC 
and the list goes on and on. But, an 
invitation, which he so desperately 
wanted, to play in the OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football Game didn't 
arrive in the spring. 

Unlike some. however, Johason did­
n't hold a grudge. He simply worried 
about the things he could control and 
his focus shifted to playing baseball for 
the St. Clairsville American Legion 
team. 

game ngoal." Bethany College has been 
The season that ,-----,=:::---, impressive, accord-

Ball put forth for ing to members of 
Coach Justin Krop- the Buckeye coach-
ka's team during the ing stuff. Because of 
season included 112 his all-around play 
tackles with 25 for and attitude, Ball is 
loss and five sacks listed as a starter on 
from his linebacker both sides of the ball. 
post. He was also n He's the only Ohio 
battering rum of a player to hove such a 
fullback, accumulat- distinction, too. 
ing 200 yards rush- "I've just 
ing and 100 yhnrds practiced really hard 
receiving. and tried to impress 

Everything that Ball has done the coaches," Ball said. "I think 
during camp this week at my attitude and detern1ination to 

get my team to win and be the 
best has stood out." 

Ball is expected to play full­
back, but defensively he's mov­
ing to a new position. After serv­
ing as the Huskies' middle line­
backer, Ball is shifting to defen­
sive tackle in the 4-3 system, 
which Ohio will employ Satur­
day. 

"Wherever the team and 
coaches need me," Ball said ... I 
am Just excited about the oppor­
tunity to play both ways. I think 
it's a real honor." 

See, BALL, Page 82 

Just a few days before camp opened at Bethany Col­
lege, Johnson received a call offering him a spot on the 
Ohio roster for Saturday's 72nd annual OV AC All-Star 
Game. 

"There was no second thoughts about playing," John­
son said. "I knew that I had the opportunity (to play in this 
game), I was going to take it. It's great to be here. I've 

See, JOHNSON, Page 82 

H. PhotolSETH STASKEY 
PICTURED ARE the Ohio linemen for Saturday's 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football 
Game. Sitting, fromleft, are Sam Robinson (Indian Creek), Dom Wallace (Martins Ferry), Drone Moore 
(Steubenville) and Trey Elertck (St. Clairsville). Middle row, from left, are Kyle Wilson (Buckeye Trail), 
Ben Davis (Toronto), Mason Ladyga (River) and Brenton Stull (Harrison Central). Standing, from left, are 
Freddie Plum (East Liverpool), Terry Adkins (Beaver Local), Luke Matusik (River) and Donnie Meadows 
(Shadyside). 

Weir's Spencer looking to put speed on display 
By SETH STASKEY 
Tlmes Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - West Virginia head 
coach John Durdines wants his team to 
play fast Saturday night in the 72nd annu­
al OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football 
Game. 

That should be no problem for Weir 

High's Donovan Spencer. 
Everything he docs is fast ... especially 

his running. 
The Mountain State wide receiver will 

be the fastest player on the field -
regardless of team - when the game 
unfolds at Purple Rider Stadium. Though 
his athletic future at St Francis Universi­
ty in Pennsylvania is coming on the truck, 

Spencer has been anxiously looking for­
ward to the opportunity to put the pads on 
one last time. 

"This has been a dream since I was lit­
tle," Spencer said. "Though I am probably 
a truck guy who plays football, playing in 
this game is something that I've always 
wanted to do." 

Since arriving at Bethany College last 

Saturday for camp, none of the West Vir­
ginia players have offered to race against 
Spencer. That's probably a good decision 
on their part since Spencer is the two-time 
Mountain State I 00 and 200 meter dash 
state champion. He posted OV AC-best 
times of 10.70 and 22.03, respectively, 

See, SPENCER, Page 82 
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in his two .specialties thi!qJast spring. 
"I can't wait to get to St. Francis and sec where I stack 

up," Spencer said. "Being from West Virginia, I am anx­
ious to prove that 1 can hang with the best of them." 

Before he shifts his full attention to sprinling for the 
first time in his life, Spencer has some work to do. On top 
of all of the new buddies he's made this week, he gets to 
play one more game with thrc(! other Red Riders - Jor­
dan Allen, Cody Enrietti and Miclrnel Mills. 

"This camp has been awesome," Spencer said. "\Vc'rc 
all like brothers already. There's no doubt that we've all 
made friends for life." 

Spencer - the ultimate team player - admitted that n 
victory is all he rcaJ1y cares ab011t. However, he did say 
that he would love to score a touchdown. 

"If I hue! zero toucl1cs nnd we won the game, I'd be sat­
isfied, but I'd really Ukc to score a touchdown," Spencer 
smiled. "I nm just hoping to get my hands on the ball a 
few times and hopefully make a couple of plµys." 

Ohio's defense will have to be cognizant of where 
Spencer is on the field. The West Virginia coaching staff 
could use him in a bevy of ways, The chief objective 
being get the multiple-time state champion in 1-,pacc. 

"f have really been working at slot receiver and I just 
hope to get open, make a move and get down the field," 
Spencer said. 

From his track exploits, Spencer has raced against -
and beaten - a handful of the Ohio squad's fastest play­
ers. 

"H's no knock on their guys because they do have some 
speed, but Ohio doesn't have anyone as fast .is me," 
Spencer pointed out. "They're big, but I don't think 
they're as fast as we arc, collectively. I feel like if I can 
get into space, I could be off to the races." 

Ohio doesn't want to sec Spencer off to the races 
because he doesn't Jose races too often, 

During his senior season with the Red Riders, Spencer 
made 21 receptions for an astounding 23.8 yards per 
catch average. He was also an effective runner, accumulatw 
ing I, 121 ynrds and scoring l 1 touchdowns. 

•Johnson-------
continued from Page B1 

always wanted to be a part of this game." 
With his selection to the team came a position change, 

Jn his second season as the Tigers' starting quarterback, 
Johnson passed for more than 1,700 yards and some 20 
touchdowns, He also rushed for better than 500 ynrds, 
adding 10 touchdowns on the ground. 

When he takes the field at Purple Rider Stndium Satur­
dny evening, Johnson will be the starting strong safety and 
he's ulso listed second on the depth chart at wide receiver, 

"The transition into the new positions has gone well," 
Johnson snid. "It's been a pretty easy system to learn. It's 
not been really complicated on either i:;ide of the ball. I just 
can't wait to play." 

Like many in camp this we.ck, Johnson was faced with 
some tough decisions regarding baseball. Because OVAC 
rules only permit one absence from camp, Johnson had 
planned to go to Cambridge on Tuesday evening hnd Post 
159 gotten through its two Monday games. The point 
became moot since St. C. bowed out to Marietta. 

Though he's signed to play baseball at Wheeling Jesuit, 
the opportunity to represent the Shadyside football pro­
gram one more time was simply too much for him to pass 
up. 

"This is my last football game," Johnson concccded. 
"My Legion coach understood where 1 was coming from 
when I told him r was going to play. I'll have four more 
years lo play baseball. I'll only have one time to do this 
game and have this experience.'' 

• Ball---------
. Continued from Page 81 

Since he has "no ideas" 
of what to expect, Dall 
doesn't think he'll have to 
change his approach from 
what he used en route to 
earning Eastern District 
Defensive Player of the 
Year honors and ultimately 

first-team all-Ohio. 
''I mnjust going lo go out 

and play football," Ball 
smiled. "That's been my 
approach for four years and 
it's worked out so far for 
me." 
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To Rely On 
·His Speed 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intclllgcricer 

BETHANY - West Virginia coach John 
Durdines wants his team to play fast Saturday 
night in the 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mum-
ley All-Star Football Game. . 

That should be no problem • 
for Weir's Donovan Spencer. 

Everything he does is fast 
... especially his running. 

The Mountain State wide 
receiver will be the fastest 
player on the field - regard­
less of team - when the . 
game unfolds at Purple Rider 
Stadium. Though his athletic 
future at St. Francis Universi- SPENCER 
ty in Pennsylvania is coming 
on the track, Spencer has been. anxiously look­
ing forward to the opportunity to put the pads 
on one'last time. 

"This has been a dream since I was little," 
Spencer said. "Though I am probably a track 
guy who plays football, playing in this game is 
something that I've always wanted to do." 

Since arriving at Bethany College last Satur­
day for camp, none of the West Virginia play­
ers have offered to race against Spencer. 
That's probably a good decision on their part 
since Spencer is the two-time W.Va. 100- and 
200-meter dash state champion. He posted 
OVAC-best times of 10.70 and 22.03, respec­
tively; in his two specialties this past spring. 

"I can't wait .to get to St. Francis and see 
where I stack up," Spencer said. "Being from 
West Virginia, I am anxious to prove that I can 
hang with the best of them." 

See SPENCER, Page 10 

Better Late 
Than Never 
For Johnson 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

.ci 1llETHANY - Byly ~Ohl\S\lfliiliUbscribes to 
l llhe,toi,tter latt; than never" the~,y.'W . 

The. Shadys1d~ gr4d\mte hadm superb senior 
~eason as the Tigers quarterback, putting up 
impressive numbers and leading the Ti~ers to 
an 8-2 record and another trip to the Division 
VII playoffs. • • : • 

He seemingly picked up c-'----~ 
every honor imaginable, 
including Eastern District 
Player of the Year, All-Ohio, 
All0OV AC and the list goes 
on and on. But, an invitation, 
which he so desperately 
wanted, to play in the OV AC • 
Rudy Mumley All-Star Foot­
ball Game didn't arrive in 
the spring, JOHNSON 

' Unhke some, however, 1 
Johnson didn't hold a grudge. He simply wor­
ried about the things he could control and his 
focus shifted to playing baseball for the St. 
Clairsville American Legion team. 

Just a few days before camp opened at 
Bethany College, Johnson received a call 
offering him a spot on the Ohio roster for Sat­
urday's 72nd annual OVAC All-Star Game. 

"There was no second thoughts about play­
ing," Johnson said. "I knew that I had the 
opportunity (to.play in this game), lwas going 
to take it. It's great to be here. I've always 
want~d to_ be.a p~ of this game." 

With his select10n to tl1e team came a posi­
tifn ch~ge. In his second season as the Tiger-
s startmg quarterback, Johnson passed for • 
more than 1,700 yards and 20 touchdowns. 

See .JOHNSON, Pa1;e 10 

Ball Eyes 1st 
All-Star Game 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelllgencer 

BETHANY - Jesse Ball is unlike most 
of the members of ti1e Ohio All-Star Team 
in a couple of ways. 

First and foremost, the ~----~ 
Harrison Central product 
will be totally wide-eyed 
when he steps off the bus at 
Purple Rider Stadium on 
Saturday afternoon for the 
72nd annual OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football 
Game because he's never 
been to the game before. 

"I've heard a ton about it BALL 
and I know of the game's 
tradition, but I've never been to it before " 
Ball said. "It's definitely something I'~e 
been dreaming of since my freshm·an year." 
•. Ball tu_rned in a brilliant prep career for 

tlie Huskies en route to All-Ohio accolades 
and basically became a .no-brainer of a pick 
for the Ohio coaching staff. 
. "I am ready to play already and the 

~ame's st.ill a few days away," Ball said . 
Everythrng about this (experience) has 

Qeen great. I will definitely be telling other 
guys at Harrison Central to make being 
selected for this game a goal." 

See BALL, Page 11 

BALL 
(Continued from Page 9) 
. The season that Ball put 
forth ior Coach Justin 
Kropka's team during the 
season included 112 tack­
les with 25 for loss and 

• five sacks from his line­
backer post. He was also a 
battering ram of a full­
back, accumulating 200 
yards rushing and I 00 
yards receiving. 

Everything that Ball has 
done during camp this 
weelc al Bethany College 
has b.een impressive, 
accordrng to members of 
the __ Buckeyes coaching 
stall. Because of his all­
around play and attitude 
Ball is listed as a starter 01; 
both sides of the ball. He's 
the only Ohio player to 
have such a distinction, 
too. 

"I've just practiced real­
ly hard and tried lo 
impress the coaches," Ball 
said. "I think my attitude 
and determination to get 
my team to win and be the 

best has stood out." 
Ball is expected to play 

fullback, but defensively 
l~c•s moving to a new posi­
t10n·. After serving as the 
Huskies' middle line­
backer, Ball is shifting to 
\!efensive tackle in the 4-3 
system, which Ohio will 
employ Saturday. . 

"Wherever the team and 
coaches need me," Ball 
said. "I am just excited 
about the opportunity to 
play both ways. I think it's 
a real honor." 

Since he has "no ideas" 
of what to expect, Ball 
docsn' t think he.' ll have to 
change his approach from 
what he used en route to 
earning Eastern District 
Defensive Player of the 
Year honors and ultimale.­
ly first-team all-Ohio. 

"I am just going to go 
out and play football " 
Ball said with a smil~. 
'That's been my approm;h 
for lour years and it's 
worked out so far for me." 

JOHNSON 
(Continued from Page 9) 

He also rushed for better 
than 500 yards, adding l O 
touchdowns on the ground. 

When he takes the field 
at Purple Rider Stadium on 
s~~turday evening, Johnson 
w1~l be the starting strong 
salety and he's also listed 
second on the depth chart 
at wide receiver. 

camp, Johnson had 
planned to go to Cam­
bntlgc on Tuesday evening 
hml Post I 59 gotten 
through 1ts two Monday 
games. The point became 
moot since SL C. bowed 
out lo Marietta. 

"The transition into the 
new positions has gone 
well," Johnson said. "H's 
been a pretty easy system 
to learn. It's not been real­
ly complicated on either 
sid7 of the ball. I just can't 
wait lo play." 

Like many in camp this 
week, Johnson was faced 
with some tough decisions 
regarding baseball. 
Because OV AC rules only 
pcrnut one absence from 

SPENCER 
(Continued from Page 9) 

Before he shifts his full 
attc1~~ion ~·o sprinling for 
the l!rst tune in his life, 
Spencer has some work lo 
do. On lop of all of the 
new buddies he's made this 
week, he gets to play one 
more game with three other 
Red Riders - Jordan 
Allen, Cody Enrielti and 
Michael Mills. 

"This camp has been 
awesome," Spencer said. 
"We're all like brothers 
already. There's no doubt 
that we've all made friends 
for life." 

Spencer - lhc ultimate 
team player - admitted 
that a victory is all he real­
ly cares about. However 
he did say that he would 
love to score H touchdown. 

"If I had zero touches 
and we :Von the game, I'd 
be sat1slwd, but I'd really 
like to score a touchdown '' 
Spencer said with a smil~. 
"I mn just hoping lo gel my 
hands on the ball a few 
times and hopefully make a 
couple of plays," 

Ohio's defense will have 
to be cognizant of where 
Spencer is on the field. The 
\Ve~.t Virginia coaching 
stall could use him in a 

Though he's signed to 
play baseball al Wheeling 
Jesuit, the opportunity to 
1yprcsent the Shadyside 
lootball program one more 
time was simply too much 
for him lo pass up. 

"This ls my last football 
game," Johnson said. uMy 
legion coach understood 
where l was coming from 
when I told him I was 
¥oing lo play. I'll have 
lour more years lo play 
baseball. I'll only lrnve one 
time to do tl1is game and 
have this experience." 

bevy of ways. The chief 
obje_ctive being get the 
mull1ple-l1mc stale champi­
on 111 space. 

"I have really been 
working at slot receiver 
and [ just hope to get open. 
mnk!? a n~ovc nnd gel down 
the l1ckl, Spencer said. 
, From his track exploits, 

Spencer has meed ag;:1inst 
- and beaten - a lrnndful 

ol' the Ohio squad's fastest 
players. 

"!l's no knock on their 
guys because they do have 
some speed, but Ohio 
doesn't have anyone ns fast 
as me," Spencer pointed 
out., "They're big, but I 
don t thmk they're as fast 
,~s WC; an~, collectively. I 
lee! like 1f I can get into 
space, I could be off to the 
races." 

Ohio doesn't want to sec 
S penccr off to the races 
because he doesn't lose 
races too often. 

. During his senior season 
with the Red Riders, 
s.pencer made 21 recep­
tions for nn astounding 
23.8 yards per calcl1 aver­
age. He was also an ef.Tec­
tivc runner, accumulating 
1.12 J yards and scoring 
I I louchdowns. 



T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY PICTURED ARE the Ohio linebackers and defensive backs for Saturday's 72nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game. Kneeling, from left, are Cody Saksa (River), Zane Zimish (Steubenville), William Lowe (Cambridge) and Jalen McGhee (Steubenville). Standing, from left, are Danny Zdlnak (Toronto), Billy Johnson (Shadyside), Zach Bigelow (St. Clairsville) and Troy Pontius (Buckeye Trall). 

OVAC Game i·s ideal ending to 
prep sports for St. C.'s Bigelow 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BE1HANY - Zach Bigelow has honest­
ly lost track of how many times he's been to 
the OV AC Rudy Murnley All-Star Foothall 
Grune. 

He does remember the 2007 grune in par­
ticular. Despite being just eight years old, 
Bigelow recalls sitting In the stands and 
watching Nick Rocchio hit a streaking Mau­
rice Bougard down the the sideline to lift 
Ohio, which was conched hy_ St. Clairsville's 
conching staff, to a 6-3 victory. 

"I was little, but that was a really fun 
grune and it's just stuck with me," Bigelow 
recalled.. "My brother-in-law played around 
that time, so I knew some of the guys on the 
team." 

Since then, Bigelow has been a constant 
in the stands at Wheeling Island Stadium, 
watching the game. Each year, the same 
thought kept going through his mind. 

"I have always dreruned to be chosen for 
this grune and have the chance to play in it," 
Bigelow said. 

Half of that drerun crune to fruition during 

the spring when the SL Clairsville graduate 
received his invitation to be a part of the 
Ohio squad. The other part comes to life on 
• Saturday when he steps foot on the field at 
Martins Ferry's Purple Rider Stadium. 

"It's just really cool to have this chance 
and it's made it even nicer to have (St. 
Clairsville classmate) Trey (Elerick) along 
with me," Bigelow admitted. "I am just 
excited to make some new friends and mem­
ories." 

During his prep career, Bigelow was a 
three-year mainstay at quarterback for the 
Red Devils. He was an all-Ohioan as a soph­
omore and passed for 4,668 yards and 5 I 
touchdowns. 

He was also an effective runner, accumu­
lating 1,069 yards and I 3 scores on the 
ground. 

However, when the game kicks off, 
Bigelow will be in a different position than 
what he's nccustomed to. He's been working 
this week at wide receiver and defensive 
back. Many athletes with a resume like 
Bigelow's wouldn't handle a J?OSition 
change well. This recent graduate ISn't like 
many others. • 

, "It's nice to change things up a little bit 
and I'm willing to do anything I can to help 
the team," Bigelow said. "It'll be nice to 
give some hits rather than taking the hits. 
Plus, it kind of takes some of the pressure 
off my shoulders. I'm just looking forward 
to going out and plnying football." 

While the opportunity to meet new friends 
and make long-lasting memories, the OV AC 
Grune is serving as the final sporting event 
of Bigelow's career. After opting to put 
away the athletic shoes and attend Ohio Uni­
versity Eastern, Bigelow is looking to go out 
with a bang. 

"Everything in high school sports have 
gone so well for me and this is the perfect 
way to end that part of my life," Bigelow 
said. "This is an honor that I'll definitely 
cherish for the rest of my life." 

Outside of his football accomplishments, 
Bigelow is the only Ohio athlete in the game 
to owo a terun state chrunpionship ring, too. 
He was part of the Red Devils' 2016 boys 
track terun, which won the Division II state 
title. He was once again an all-Ohioan in 
track this past spring in the4x2. 

Ohioans set to 
suit up for W. Va. 
By SETH STASKEY 
nrnes Leader Sports Editor 

See, OHIOANS, Page B2 



--OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game-­
Enrietti Eager 
To.Get Back 
On the Field 
Weir RB impressing at practice 

By JOSH STROPE 
Sports Editor 

BETHANY - One of the fun things for coach­
es in the Rudy Murnley OV AC All-Star Football 
Game Is getting to work with different players. 
For Bishop Donahue and West Virginia coach 
John Durdmes, after just a few days of practice, 
he is already enamored with Weir's 
Cody Enrietti. 

I , -~~-~-TWO of the West Virginia Rlayers in this weekend's172nd annual OVAC Rudy Mumley Ail-Star Foot-

"Cody looks great," Durdines 
said. "He looks so eager to just be 
out on a football field again, I have 
to wind him back in. We are not 
wanting to go full contact nod he is 
going through the line looking for 
contact. We are like, 'ease off Enrlettl 
Cody. We have to keep the defense ball Game reside in Ohio. From left are Dylan IBaker, who lives in Lewisville, and Jacob "Butter" Mur­

ray, who lives in Beallsville. They attended Wheeling Central and Llnsly, respectively. healthy, too.' 
"He is running like he always does and is look­

ing to play both sides of the ball and he will. He Is 
a special athlete, there 1B no doubt about that." Ohio,! Natives to Pla·y For 

W.Va. in A11~star Game 
And who could blame him? • 
Weir had state title aspirations last season. 

Then Enriettl went down with an Injury in Week 
9. He had his ACL reconstructed, an internal 
brace placed into his MCL nod part of bis menis­
cus taken .out. His season was done. 

Central's Baker, Linsly's Murray will represent the Mountain State 
While the Red Riders put up a strong showing 

In the playoffs, making It a lot farther than many 
• may have thought without Enrietti, it doesn't help 
but wonder would could have happened if be 
would have played in the postseason. 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

BETHANY - The Ohio vs. 
West Virginia rivalry is part of the 
ultimate Intrigue that makes the 
OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Game even more special than most 
other all-star games. 

A player's chance to represent not 
only his school and family, but his 
enttre state against the other state 
helps to add to the competitive 
nature. In years' past, things have 
gotten a little bit chippy at times 

after spending a week in camp, trash 
talking as you cross paths in the 
cafeteria or dorms. 

Two West Virginia players have 
actually seen the rivalry from both 
sides of the river. 

Both Dylan Baker and Jacob 
"Butter" Murray reside In Ohio. 
However, come Saturday night at 
Purple Rider Stadium in Martins 
Ferry, they'll both be wearin1;1 a 
Blue and Gold jersey, representing 
the Mountain State. 

"I've been going to this all-star 

game since I was a kid and growing 
up I never dreamed I'd play for West 
Virginia," Baker said. "I've had sev­
eral cousins play in this game and 
always went and rooted them and 
Ohio on. I am a huge Ohio State fan, 
so it's definitely weird wearing Blue 
and Gold, while pinyin~ against a 
team in Scarlet and Gray. 

Baker, who resides in Lewisville, 
transferred to Central before his 
freshman season. 

Please See ALL-STAR, Page JO 

Enriettl rushed for 1,358 yards (113.2 per 
game) and 13 touchdowns. On defense he had 11 
tackles for loss, Including a safety. 

Needless to say, he was Itching to get back on 
the footbal) field. , 

"I always grew up watching the greats from the 
OV AC, the greats from my school like Quincy 
Wilson play in this game," Enriettl said. "To be 
one of the ones selected as one of the best in the 
Ohio Valley, it means so much. 

Please See ENRIETfl, Page JO 

St. ·c1airsville's Bigelow Living the Dream 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

BETHANY - Zach Bigelow has 
honestly lost track of how many times 
be' s been to the OV AC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football Game. 

He does remember. the 2007 game 
• in particular. Despite being just eight 
years old, Bigelow recalls sitting in 
the stands and watching Nick Rocchio 
hit a streaking Maurice Bougard down 
the the sideline to lift Ohio, which was 
coached by St. Clairsvllle's coaching 
staff, to a 6-3 victory. 

"I was little, but that was a really 
fun game and it's just stuck with me," 
Bigelow recalled. "My brother-in-law 
played around that time, so I knew 
some of the guys on the team.'' 

Since then, Bigelow has. been a con­
stant In the stands at Wheeling Island 
Stadium, watching the game. Each 
year, the same thought kept 
going through his mind. 

"I have always dreamed to 
be chosen for this game and 
have the chance to play in it," 
Bigelow said. 

Half of that dream came to 
fruition during the spring when 

have (St. Clairsville classmate) Trey athletes with a resume like Bigelow's 
(Elerick) along with me," Bigelow wouldn't handle a position change 
admitted. "I am just excited to make well. This recent graduate isn't like 

some new friends and memo- many others. 
ries." "It's nice to change things up a little 

the St. Clairsville graduate Bigelow 
received his Invitation to be a 

During his prep career, bit and I'm willing to do anythinl! I 
Bigelow was a three-year main- can to help the team," Bigelow said. 
stay at quarterback for the Red, "It'll be mce to give some hits rather 
Devils. He was an all-Ohioan as than taking the hi.ts. Plus, it kind of 
a sophomore and passed for takes some of the pressure off my 
4,668 yards and 51 touchdowns. shoulders. I'm just looking forward to 
He was also an effective runner, going out and playing football." 
accumulating 1,069 yards and While the opportunity to meet new 

part of the Ohio squad. The other part 
comes to )ife on Saturday when he 
steps foot on the field at Martins 
Ferry's Purple Rider Stadium. 

"It's Just really cool to have this 
chance and it's made it even nicer to 

13 scores on the ground. friends nod make long-lasting memo-
However, when the game kicks off, ries, the OV AC Game Is serving as the 

Bigelow will be in a different position final sporting event of Bigelow's 
than what he's accustomed to. He's career. 
been working this week at wide 
receiver and defensive back. Many . Please See BIGELOW, Page JO 
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had attended junior high in the Switzer- It's really paid off for me." 
land of Ohio school district and would For Murray, who played his prep ball at 
have attended Monroe Central had he Linsly and lives in Beallsville, the transi­
rcmained in the district. tion or experience of putting on the Moun-

"It came down totally to education," lainccrjersey hasn't been as tough. 
Baker, who is headed lo Wheeling Jesuit in "To me, playing for West Virginia just 
the fall, said. "My mom wanted me to do feels right because I've been playing sports 
better and she thought that going to Wheel- in West Virginia since my freshman year," 
ing Central would give me a better shot Murray said. "Not only did I go to Linsly 
and prepare me better for college. Football since I was a freshman, but I also played 
was just a bonus because (the decision) (American Legion baseball) for Post 1 for 
was 100 percent about education." three years." 

Baker, who was a mainstay in the sec- Murray put forth an impressive career 
ondary for the Maroon Knights, finished for the Cadets despite having his senior 
his career with 253 career tackles, six furn- season cut short due to injury. He finished 
blc recoveries and seven interceptions with 24 receptions for 413 yards on 
from his safely spot. He remembers his offense. Defensively, which is where he's 
first trip to Wheeling during the summer of expecting to .see his most action this week-
2013. end, he posted 63 tackles and five inter-

"! didn't know anyone at Central and the ceptions. He also forced five fumbles and 
transition was difficult al first," Baker pounced on three others. 
admitted. "Whal helped me was that we Headed lo Ohio University in the fall, 
started football before school, so by the Murray admitted that he's not an Ohio 
lime we started school, I had got to meet a • State fan, which has helped the transition. 
lot of the guys already, so I wasn't walking He also watched his brother, Jameson, and 
into a building without knowing anyone. I cousin, Zak Kriechbaum, play for West 
have no regrets about lhe decision at all. Virginia in 2014 and 2015, respectively. 

ALL-STAR---'----------
(Continued from Page 9) 

He had attended junior high in Switzer­
land of Ohio school di.strict and would 
l1t1ve attended Monroe Central had he 
remained in the district 

"ll cai~1c down totally to education," 
Baker smd. "My mom wanted me to do 
better and she thought that going to 
Wheeling Central would give me a better 
shot and prepare me better for college. 
l'oolball was just a bonus bccmJSe (the 
decision) was 1 00 percent about educa­
tion," 

Dakcr, who was a mainst.1y in the sec­
ondary ror the Maroon Knights, finished 
his career with 253 career tackles six 
fumble ,rcco':crics and seven intcrccplions 
from h•s saJety spot. He remembers his 
first trip to Wheeling during the summer 
of 2013. 

"I didn't know anyone at Central and 
the transition was dinicult at first," Baker 
sa,ct. "What helped me was that we started 
football before school, so by the lime we 
started school, I had got to meet a lot of 
lhc guys already, so I W'1sn't walking into 
a building without knowing anyone. I 

have no regrets about the decision at all. 
ll 's really paid olT for me." 

For Murray, who played his prep ball at 
Linsly and lives in Beallsville, the lransi­
l'ion or experience of putting on the Moun­
taineer jersey hasn't been as tough. 
. "To me, playing foe West Virginia just 
feels nght because I've been plnyinu 
sports in West Virginia since my freshma~ 
year," Murray said. "Not only did I go lo 
Linsly since 1 was a freshman. but I also 
played (American Legion baseball) for 
Post I for three years." . 

Murray put forth an impressive career 
for the Cadets despite having his senior 
season cut short due lo injury. He finished 
with 24 receptions foi· 41 3 yards on 
offense. Defensively, which is where he's 
expecting to sec his most action this week­
end, he posted 63 tackles and five inter­
ceptions. He also forced five fumbles and 
pounced on three others. 

Headed to Ohio University in the foll, 
Murray admitted that he's not an Ohio 
State fan. which has helped the transition. 
He also watched his brother, Jameson, and 
cousin, Zak Kricchbaum, play for West 
Virginia in 20 I 4 anct 20 I 5, respectively. 

ENRIETTI 
(Continued from Page 9) 

"Whenever I hurt my 
knee in November, had my 
surgery in December, it 
really did crush me. l took 
it with a grain of salt and 
worked hard lo gel back to 
here. That is what I was 
pushing for, being in this 
game. 

"lt was a great feeling 
(to be selected) because 
Coach Durdines put trust 
in me. Coming off a knee 
injury, who knows how I 
would come back'! I want 
to thank Coach Durdincs 
rar picking me." 

Not only did Enrietti 
make it back in lime for 
the OV AC All-Star Game. 
set for Saturday at the 
Dave Bruney Football 
Complex in Martins Fcny, 
he even took the held !or 
the Red Riders' state run­
ner-up baseball squad. 

According to the 6-fool-
3, 250-pounrl running 
back, the knee is fine. That 

BIGELOW 
(Continued from Page 9) 

After opting to put away 
the athletic shoes and 
attend Ohio University 
Eastern, Bigelow is look­
ing lo go out with a bang. 

"Everything in high 
school sports have gone so 
well for me and this is the 
perfect way to end that 
part of my lire," Bigelow 
said. "This is an honor that 
I'll definitely cl1erish for 

is good news for West 
Virginia and possibly bad 
news for the Ohio squad. 

"The knee is good to 
go," he said. "The cuts. 
feel great. 1t reels great 
pushing off of it. No 
weakness. I have been so 
hungry to get back out 
here. To gel the opportuni­
ty to go at it with some of 
the best here is so much 
fun." 

Enrictti, who was first 
team all-state, All-OVAC 
and All-Valley, is also 
using this week as ,a 
springboard to get back Ill 

football-playing shape. 
He will continue his 

academic and athletic 
careers at West Liberty 
this fall. 

"I had to gel back into 
the swing of things 
because I haven't played 
l'ootball in a long lime," 
Enrielli said. "That's why 
I am going full bore to get 
myself ready for college." 

the rest of my lire." 
Outside of his football ' 

accomplishments, Bigelow 
is the only Ohio athlete in 
the game to own a team 
state cha111pionsl1ip ring, 
too. He was part o[ the 
Red Devils' 2016 boys 
track team, which won the 
Division 11 state title. He 
was once again an all­
Ohioan in track this past 
spring in the 4x2. 
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Second 
Level Is 
Loaded 
Durdines likes 
linebackers, DBs 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 
McMECHEN - West 

Virginia head conch John 
Durdines knows offense 
sells tickets, but when it 
comes down to it, defense 
is what wins games. 

The former Bishop 
Donahue coach who will 
iuide the Mountain State 
10 the OV AC Rudy Mnm­
ley All-Star Game on July 
22, has named his line­
backers, defensive backs , 
and specialist for the 
game. Camp opens Satur­
day at Bethuny Colle~e. 

"We're going to slick to 
what we do and that's try 
to put as much pressure on 
the offense as we can to 
make quick decisions and 
r.Iays,' Durdines said. 
'We feel like we have 
strong, athletic, physical 
linebackers who are 
aggressive. Our defensive 
backs are physical kids 
who cun r,Iay the run und • 
cover we!. 

"We really like the ver­
satility we have with n lot 
of these kids." 

Here's a capsule look nt 
the players: . 

LANCE COLLI!'l'S, 
Oak Glen - This former 
Golden Bear was the quar­
terback nod a defensive 
back for Coach Ted 
Arnenult's team. 

He accounted for 1,066 
all-purpose yards as a sen­
ior and better than 3 000 
during his career. ' 

He was an all-state 
selection as well as All­
OV AC und All-Valley. 

Lance plans to attend 
Waynesburg. 

ALEX EDGELL 
Brooke - This forme; 
Bruin hnd an impressive 
season nt linebacker for 
Conch Mac McLean's 
team. 

The 5-foot-11, 205 
pounder recorded IO 5 
tackles, which followed. up 
n _I 22-tackle campaign as 
aJuruor. 

He was named first 
team All-OVAC, All­
TRAC and honorable 
mention all-state. 

• Alex, who plans to 
. attend West Liberty, is the 
son of Scott and Eleanor 
Edgell. 

Please See LEVEL, 
Page 12 
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(Continued from Page 11) 
DYLAN BAKER, Wheeling Central I 

This former Maroon Knight was a standout in 1 the secondary for Coach Mike Young's team. , 
The 5-10, 150 pounder finished with 253 :• 

tackles, six fumble recoveries and seven inter- ·e 
ceptions. s 

His efforts were recognized by his placement e 
on All-OVAC and All-Valley second team. 

Dylan, who plans to attend Wheeling Jesuit, • .. 
is the son of Becky Bolon und Troy Baker. 

ADAM FRISCO, University - This for­
mer Hawk shined nt outside linebacker for 
Coach John Kelley's team. 

The 5-8, 180 pounder was a four-year letter­
man for the Hawks. 

Adam, who is the son of Patsy und Miguel 
Frisco, plans to attend West Virginia. 

GAGE GIOVENGO, Linsly - This for­
mer Cadet shined on both sides of the ball for 
Coach B'.J. Depew's team. 

The 6-1, 21 0 pounder was a defensive 
leader from linebacker und wns also a running 
back for,the Cadets. · 

He w:is honored as first team All-OV AC and 
All-Vall*y. 

Along with football, Giovengo is n standout 
in wrestling and baseball. He won the OV AC 
Heavyweight mnt title last winter. 

Gage Is the son of Tom und Janette Gioven-
go. • • 

SCOTTY MEAIGE, Wheeling Park -
This former Patriot was a standout nt line­
backer for Coach Chris Daugherty's team. • 

The 5-9, 205 pounder was recognized as nn 
All-TRAC selection. • 

Scotty, who is plpnning to attend Thiel Col-
lege, is the son of Dwight and Kathy Kreiser. • 

TimY MILLER, Bishop Donahue - This 
• former Bish~p was n standout in the secondary 
for Durdines team. 

The 5-10, 165 pounder finished the season 
with 9 5 tack1es, six interceptions and a forced 
fumble, He'.also caught 25 passes for 385 
yards and five touchdowns. 

Miller was twice named first team all-stnte. 
He wns also twice named All-OV AC und All­
Valley. He was a captain of the All-Valley 
team. 

Trey, who is the son of Chet and Terri 
Miller, plans to attend West Liberty. 

MICHAEL MILLS, Weir - This former 
Red Rider was n standout as a kicker for Coach 
Tony Filberto's team. • 

The 5-9, 175 pounder was nn All-OVAC, 
All-Valley and second-team nil-state pick. He 
was also n standout in baseball, playing in the 
OV AC Game and earning all-conference and 
All-Valley honors. 

Also a member of the National Honor Socie­
ty, Mills is n standout in the clasroom. 

Michael, who is the son of Doui; and 
Michelle Mills, plans to attend West Virginia. . 

MICHAEL STARCHER, Cameron -
This former Dragon shined on both sides of the 
ball for Coach Scott Holt's team. 

The 5-8, 170 pounder .rushed for 1,557 
yards and 18 touchdowns. He also had 111 
tackles, four sacks und two interceptions. 

Starcher was first team all-stnte, All-OV AC, 
All-Valley and All-Mason Dixon. 

Michael, who plans to enlist in the United 
States Navy, is the son of William and Christie 
Starcher. 

CHASE STREET, Magnolia - This Blue 
Eagles product wore u lot of hats for Coach 
Doc Chapman's team. 

The 5-9, 185 pounder finished his career 
with 3,074 yards nnd 28 touchdowns rushing. 
His yardage total is the second most in school 
history. 

He was the MVP of the SSAC Class A state 
title game during his junior season. He was an 
all-state and All-Valley pick nnd was a stand­
out in track und field, too. 

Chase, whoJ'luns to attend West Liberty, is 
the son of Chn Street and Stncey Helmick. 

ZACH TORBETT, Wheeling Park - This 
two-way ace wus n major contributor for Coach 
Daugherty's squad. 

The 6-1, I 90 pounder posted I 04 tackles 
and six pass breakups from his strong safety 
spot, while rushing for more than 400 yards 
and five touchdowns. 

Torbett was named first team all-stnte, All­
Valley and All-TRAC. He also took part in the 
North-South Game earlier this summer. 

Zach, who is the son of Mark Torbett and 
Patty Torbett, plans to attend West Virginia. 
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Durdines names linemen for OVAC Game 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

all-OVAC and all-Valley. He was also list­
ed as all-state according to USA Today 
and was a WTOV-9 Block of Granite 
award winner. 

Along with football, James is a standout 
in the classroom as a National Honor Soci­
ety and Student Council member. 

as second-team all-OV AC. 

McMECHEN - John Durdines admit­
ted that sometimes evaluating linemen on 
ftlm can be tough. 

Lander, who plans to attend Fairmont 
State. is the son of Eric James and Court­
ney Appellenzor. 

Travis, who plans to attend West Liber­
ty, is the son of Ken and Rachel Paris. 

So, he went to the coaches and sought 
opinions on one major quality. 

Jordan, who plans to attend West Liber­
ty, is the son of I,ou and Sheila Allen. 

HAYDEN BERRY, Wheeling Park -
This former Patriot shined on both sides of 

JACOB KEREKES, John Marshall -
This Monarch graduate served as nose 
guard and offensive tackle for Coach Rick 
Goodrich's team. 

ZACK MARTIN, University - This 
former Hawk was an offensive tackle for 
John Kelley's team. 

"Effort was a big thing we the ball for Coach Chris 
Daugherty's team. 

The 6-0, 305 pounder earned honorable 
mention all-OVAC. 

were looking for," Durdincs .---c,:c­
said. "You can teach scheme The 5-9, 220 pounder was a 

key cog on both fronts. Defen­
sively, he had 21 tackles, 
including 11 solo. He also had 
1.5 sacks. 

• The 6-0, 300 pounder posted 25 tack­
les, 20 assists and three sacks as a senior 
en route to earning all-TRAC and honor­
able mention all-OV AC. • 

Zack is the son of Royce Martin. 
PEYTON POWROZNIK, University! 

and things, but you have to 
effort from those guys up 
front." 

- This former Hawk was the center und a 
defensive line standout for Kelley's team. 

The West Virginia head 
coach believes he's found that 
with the group of linemen he's 
selected for the annual OV AC 
Rudy Mumley All-Star Game, 
which is slated for July 22 at 
Martins Ferry's Dave Bruney 
Football Complex. 

Berry was named all-TRAC 
and served as a team captain. 

Jacob, who plans to attend West Liber­
ty, is the son of Ron and Melissa Kerekes. 

The 6-2, 250 pounder finished with 22 
tackles, including nine sacks and 4.5 other 
tackles for loss. 

• Hayden, who plans to 
attend West Virginia Universi­
ty, is the son of Heather Berry 
and,Kemoathe Green. 

LOGAN KRANIS, Oak Glen - This 
former Golden Bear was impressive on 
both sides of the ball for Coach Ted 
Ameault's team. 

Powroznik was named second-team all­
statc, first-team all-OVAC and all-TRAC. 

The 6-3, 282 pounder posted 38 solo 
tackles and 5 8 total stops as a senior. He 
was named his team's Defensive Player of 
the Year. 

A standout in acadeics, Powroznik is a 
member of the National Honor Society. 

"We have kids who have pretty good 
size and they seem to be able to move pret­
ty well," Durdines offered. "We're excited 
to see them gel together." 

DANTE CARLIER, Morgantown -
This former .Mohigan helped anchor the 
offensive line for Coach Matt Lacy's team. 

Peyton, who is the son of Kirk and 
Kristi Powroznik, plans -to attend West 
Virginia. 

Herc's a capsule look at the players: 
JORDAN ALLEN, Weir - This for­

mer Red Rider shined at defensive end for 
Coach Tony Filberto's squad. 

The 5-10, 260 pounder payed the way 
for a 1,300-yard rusher. 

Dante, who is the son of Brandy Curlier, 
plans to attend West Virginia. 

A standout in the classroom, Kranis is a 
member. of the Key Club and Business 
Club, while also participating in track and 
wrestling. 

JACK RAITZ, Parkersburg South -
This former Patriot ,shined at a bevy of 
spoLs for Coach Mike Eddy's team. 

The 6-1, 225 pounder finished his 
career with 176 tackles, 38 sucks, seven 
forced fumbles, four fumble recoveries 
and two interceptions. 

LANDER JAMES, Cameron - This 
two-year starter helped anchor the offen­
sive line from his center spot for Coach 

Logan, who plans to attend Waynes­
burg, is the son of Robert and Cassandra 
Kranis. 

The 5-9, 200 pounder saw time at guard 
and at both defensive line and linebacker 
during his career. 

Scott Holt's team. . TRAVIS LOWTHER, Weir - This 
former Red Rider was a two-way tackle 
for Filberto's squad. 

Raitz was named second-team all-state. 
first-team all-OV AC. 

He was twice named first-team all-state, 

The 6-4, 225 pounder served as a team 
captain and was named first-team all­
OVAC, all-Valley and third-team all-state. 

Jack, who plans to attend West Virginia. 
is the son of Brian and Christa Raitz. 

THE SECOND HALF BEGINS 

Major League Baseball returns for the second 
half of the season with Los Angeles and 

Houston on top/15 

The 6-2, 220 pounder was recognized 
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OVAC Rule Needs to be Overhauled 
WHEELING - A storm sur­

rounding the OV AC Rudy Mum­
ley All-Star Football Game has 
been brewing since Saturday. On 
Wednesday, some lightning was 
added to the thunder that had 
been roaring in the distance. 

Wheeling Centntl 's I sane Rine 
has declined to attend due to their 
commitments to American 
Legion baseball. Linsly's Gage 
Giovengo and Jacob "Butter" 
Murray, as well as Weir's 
Michael Mills and Shadyside's 
Billy Johnson could soon join. 

This continues a trend that has 
seen some of the best football 
players the conference has to 

offer skipping· the annu- The point that needs 
al summer contest. to be made here, is they 

OV AC Executive shouldn't have to 
Secretary Tom choose. 
Rataiczak said Wednes- We want our children 
day that It is not all that to be well-rounded, but 
uncommon for athletes now that doesn't matter 
to have to choose one because one of the 
or the other. options isn't school 

"I've been doing it related'? In the case of 
19 years. Every year SHAWN two-time defending state 
there is a kid that has RINE chamrion Wheeling 
Legion and it just con- Post . these kids made 
flicts," Rataiczak said. Staff Writer a commitment to their 
"We've looked at the ~----~ teammates three years 
scenario a dozen times. 

"Some pick legion, some play 
in the all-star game." 

ago. 
"When a kid acccpLs the pack-' 

age they arc given an itinerary," 

Rataiczak said. "It said you were 
_not permitted to leave. 

"When they sign the accept­
ance form, the very first sentence 
is you_ arc not permitted to leave 
camp. 

"It is signed by the athlete and 
the parent and turned back in." 

Just because it's in writing 
doesn't mean it's right. 

When game director Bob Koch 
took over in 2001, Rataiczak 
noted that the policy was iron 
clad. But a situation occurred 
where one particular student was 
allowed to leave in order to col­
lect a scholarship from 4-H that 
had to be awarded in person. 

RINE--~---------------
(contmucd from Page 13) 

'Wily can't you miss 
one event for Legion ball, 
miss one for the confer­
ence?" Rataiczak said. 
"Why is the conference 
the ore that has to con­
cede? 

·'We're not punishing 
these kids and making 
them Jo it. We say you 
are al:owed to miss one 
event. What if the Legion 
game is mined out Fri­
day? Is it played Satur­
day?" 

Again, we need to do 
t-etter as adults. In the 

case of Rine, Murray and 
Giovengo, they would 
have to miss an ice cream 
social and a pep rally. No 
practice, mind you. 

"I sec it every year 
where coaches and play­
ers are going over things, 
even at the ice cream 
social and the pep rally. 
Plays and things like 
that," Rataiczak said. 
"When you look at it, 
there's a couple different 
options. The OV AC pro­
motes kids being involved 
in multiple sports and 
encourage kids to be in 

multiple sports, but that's 
not travel baseball, rec­
league volleyball and 
things like that that don't 
have anything to do with 
their schools. 

"The all-star game is an 
extension of the school. 
They use the school 
name, the school equip­
ment. Legion ball is 
extra-curricular. 

"lf this would translate 
into the regular school 
year, would they choose 
their high school team 
over a travel basketball 
game? 

"It is as gut-wrenching 
to me as anyone, but once 
you let one kid get by 
with something, the other 
ones start saying 'we'll 
wait a minute.' 

"Sometimes you have 
to make sacrifices ... 
tough choices." 

The kids are going to 
do just that. And the 
OV AC All-Star Game 
will be the one to suffer. 

It doesn't have to be 
this way. 

Shawn Rine can be 
reached via email at: 
sri11e@theintcllige11ccr net 

"Now we allow you to leave 
camp for one event. If you miss 
something, that would be OK," 
Rataiczuk said. "We changed 
that. 

'11u1t one event is a pmctice, a 
meal, Queen of Queens, whatev­
er." 

There was obviously some for­
ward thinking going on at that 
point, even though a meal has no 
business being part of the equa­
tion. There needs to be more for­
ward thinking as we move ahead. 
There have to be exceptions to 
the rule. 

See RINE, Paie 14 
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Justus 
Likes 
His 'D' 
Ohio ;coach intent 
on stopping the • 
W.Va. playmakers 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 
MARTINS FERRY -

Defensive picks were a 
priori!.)' when Karl Justus 
and his Ohio conching 
staff started to select their 
roster for the OV AC Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football 
Game. 

Justus likes what 
they've formed as training 
~lll?P for the July 22 game 
1s Justa few days away at 
Bethany College. 

The former Conotton 
Valley head coach has 
announced his linebackers 
defensive backs and SJ?e'. 
ci~list for the game, which 
will be played ut Martins 
Ferry's Dave Bruney Foot­
ball Complex. 

"Our defense should be 
really good," Justus said. 
"We know West Virginia 
will have a lot of playmak­
ers, so V(e had to find guys 
who can play the run and 
cover the pass well. We 
think we're able to do that 
both with linebackers and 
defensive backs." 

Herc's a capsule look at 
the players: • 

ZACH BIGELOW, SL 
Clairsville - This former 
Red Di;vil was a multiple­
year standout for ,Coach 
Brett McLean's team. 

The 5-foot-11, 175-
pounder finished his career 
with 4,668 yards passing 
and 51 touchdowns. He 
rushed for 1,059 yards 
and 13 :touchdowns. He 
was a four-year letlerman 
and served as team cap-
tain. • 

He was named all-Ohio, 
all-OV AC and all-Eastern 
District. 

See JUSTUS, Page 14 

JUSTUS 
(Continued from Page 13) accounted for 30 touch-

Away from football, downs and more .than 
Bigelow was a,multiplc- 2,000 yards offensively 
time all-Ohioan in track last season. 
and field and was a mem- Johnson was named 
ber of the Devils' 20 I 6 first team All-OVAC, All­
state championship team. Eastern District and sec-

Outside of athletics, ond team All-Ohio. He 
Bigelow is an Eagle was also All-Times Leader 
Scout, a member of the and All-Valley. 
National Honor Society Billy plans to attend 
and y,,as part of the Home- Wheeling Jesuit Universi-
commg Court. ty to major in nursing. , 

Zach, who plans to DYLAN KIDDER, 
attend Ohio University East Liverpool - This 
Eastern, ls the son of Al former Potter was an accu­
and Paula Bigelow. rate place kicker for 

. GARTH CHARLTON, Coach Josh Ludwig's 
Cambridge - This mu!- team. • 
tlple-year standout was a The 5-10, 194-pounder 
key cog in the defensive equaled the East Liverpool 
scheme for Coach Kevin record for consecutive 
Cunn's squad. extra points made with 23. 

The 6-0, 205-pounder He also .had a 36-ynrd 
led the Bobcats in tackles field gouLliud his kickoffs 
twice during his career en • landed at the 5-yard line 
route to being named All- by average. 
OV AC, All-Ohio and All- He was an .AII-OV AC 
ECOL. and All-Eastern District 

Along with football, pick. 
ChMlton is a standout Along with his football 

'baseball player. . exploits, he was a standout 
Garth 1s the son of John in soccer, earning All-

and Kim Charlton. OV AC and taking part in 
BILLY JOHNSON, the all-star game as well 

Shadyside - This former as the Eastern District 
Tiger was a standout on game. 
both sides of the ball for Dylan, who plans to 
Coach Mark Holenka' s attend Westminster Coi­
team. · lege, ls the son of Dean 

The 6-1, I SO-pounder and Ruthie Kidder. 

• 

• Htliltlng 
• Air Conditioning 

• GeoThormal 
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• 
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ty, Is the son of David and -
Roxana Millard. 

CARTER STREIFF, 
Buckeye TrnH - This 
former Warrior shined in 
the secondary for Coach 
Donnie Kerns team. 

The 5-8, 175-pounder 
posted I 2 7 tackles 
mcluding I 06 solos last 
season. He also had I 7 
receptions for 269 yards 
and two touchdowns. He 
ran for two scores, too. 

Streiff was named sec-
ond team All-Ohio as a 
linebacker and first team 
All-Eastern District, All­
PVC and All-OV AC. • 

Carter, who is the son 
of John and Karin Scur­
lock, plans to attend Ohio 
University. 

ZANE ZIMISH, 
Steubenville - This 
hard-nosed linebacker was 
one of the key cogs in the 
defensive success for 
Coach Saccoccia's team. • 
. The 5-10, 195-pounder 

posted 11 0 tackles in 
•helping to lead 

Steubenvllle's defense and 
Big Red to four consecQ­
tive re~onal titles. 

Zinush was an All-East­
ern District, AU-OV AC 
and All-Valley performer. 

Zane, who is the son of 
Todd Zimish, plans to 
attend Kent. 

• 
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Ohio,compltf!tes rost·er for OVAC contest 
By SETH STASKEY Dave Bruney Football Complex. passing and 51 touchdowqs. part of the Homecoming Along with football, Charlton 11mes Leader Sports Editor "Our defense! should be really He rushed for 1,059 yards Court. is a standout baseball player. good," .Justus $aid. "We know and 13 touchdowns. He Zach, who plans to Garth is the son of John nod MARTINS FERRY ~ Defeo- : West Virginia \}'Ill have. a lot of was a four-year letter- attend Ohio University Kim Charlton. ' sive picks were a priority when plnymakers, so we had to find man and served as terun Eastern, is lbe son of Al BILLY JOUNSON, Shady-Karl Justus and his Ohio coach- guys who can ~lay tbe run ~nd captain. . nod Paula Bigelow. side - This forpier Tiger was a Ing staff started to select theirros- cover tbe pass well. We thmk He was named all- . GARTH CHARL- standout on both, sides of the ball ter for the OVAC Rudy Mumley we're able to do that both with Ohio, nll-OV AC and TON, Cambridge - for Conch Mark Holenka's team. All-Star Football Game. linebackers and defensive backs," all-Eastern District This multiple-year The 6-1, 180 pounder account-Justus likes what they've Here's a capsule look at the Away from football, standout was a key cog ed for 30 touchdowns nod more formed as training camp for lbe players: Bigelow was a multiple- in the defensive scheme than 2,000 yards offensively last . July22ndgameisjustnfewdnys ZACH BIGELOW, St. time nil-Ohioan in track and for Coach Kevin Gunn's season. away at Bethany College. Clairsville - This former Red field nod was a member of the. squad. Johnson was named first-team The former Coootton Valley Devil was a mulitple-year stand- Devils' 2016 state championship The 6-0, 205 pounder led the all-OVAC, all-Eastern District bead coach has announced his out for Coach Brett McLean's team. • Bobcats in tackles twice during and second-team nil-Ohio. He linebackers, defensive backs and team. Outside of athletics, Bigelow is bis career en route to being was also all Times Leader nod specialist for tbe game, which The 5-11, I 7 5 pounder fin- an Eagle Scout, a member of the named all-OV AC, all-Ohio and all-Valley. 

0 
will be played at Mwtins Ferry's ished his career with 4,668 yards National Honor Society and was all-ECOL. See, OVAC, Page B2 

( • OVAC 
Continued from Page B1 

Billy_plnns lo ,attend Wheeling Jesuit 
Umversity to major in nursing. , Jalen ls the son of Marlyn Lucas. 

DYLAN KIDDER, EIJst Liverpool _ 
This former Potter was a very accurate 
place kicker for Coach Josh Ludwig's 
team. 

~EAN MILLARD, Buckeye Local _ 
This former Panther shined on both sides 
of lbe ball last season. • 

The 6-2, I 96 pounder was an nll­
OV AC ~d nil-Buckeye 8 performer as 8 w1de_receiver and defensive back. 

• The .5• I 0, 194 pounder equaled the 
East Liyerpool rncord for consecutive 
extra pomts made with 23. He also had a· 36-yard field goal and his kickoffs landed 
at the 5-yard line by average, 

_He wa~ an all-OVAC and all-Eastern 
District pick. 

Along with his football <µplaits, he was 
a stand~ut m soccer, earning all-OVAC 
and takmg part in that all-star game as 
well as the Eastern District game. 
• Dylan, who plans to attend Westminster 

College, is the son of Dean and Ruthie Kidder. 
WILLIAM LOWE, Cambridge _ 

This former Bobcat was a two-way regular 
for Gunn' s team. , 

The 5-10, I 70 pounder finished with 
I, IOO yards and 14 touchdowns. He was 
named allsOV AC, nil-ECOL and second­
team all-Oh10. . 
. William, who plans to attend Otterbein 
is the son of Caroline and Matthew Lowe • 

JALEN McGHEE, Steubenville _:, 
This foimer Big Red standout was a two­
":ay contributor for Coach Reno Saccoc-
cm steam. . 

¥ill~d, who plans to attend Lake Eric 
Umve~sity, is the son of David and Rox­
ana Millard. 

CA!ITER STREIFF, Buckeye Trail 
- This former Warrior shined in the sec­

ondary for Coach Donnie Kerns' team 
The 5-8,. 175 pounder posted 127 Utck­

les, lncludmg I 06 solos last season He 
also had 17 receptions for 269 yards' and 
two touchdowns. He ran for two scores too. · • 

Str~iff was named second-team nil-Ohio 
as_ a !mebacker and first-team all-Eastern 
District, all-PVC and all-OV AC. 

C_arter, who is the son .of John and 
Knn_n Scurlock, plans to attend Ohio Uni­v_erstty, 

ZANE ZIMISH, Steubenville _ This 
bard-nosed linebacker was one of the key 
cogs to _the defensive success for Coach 
Saccoccrn 's team. 

Tbe 5-J 0, 195 pounder posted J Io 
tackles m helping to lead Steubenville' s 
defense a_nd Big Red to four consecutive 
reg10qal titles. 

Zirnish was an all-Eastern District, allc 
OVAC and nil-Valley performer 

T?e 6-1, 205 P?under was one of Big 
Red s lop tacklers m helping them to their 
second consecutive state runner-up finish . ' 

Zane, who is the son of Todd Zimish 
plans to attend Kent. • • • 
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OViC AII~st~; c;;p 
Opens for Teams 

• 

Game Scheduled 
For Saturday 

By RICK THORP 
For the News-Register 

BETHANY - The countdown has 
begun in earnest for the annual 
OV AC Rudy Mumley Football All­
Star Game. 

Saturday morning at Bethany Col­
lege's Thomas P. Johnson Heafth and 
Recreation Center, players from Ohio 
and West Virginia arrived In a steady 
stream to check m for what promises 
to be a week of lively camp action. 

"I'm very happy," Ohio head coach 
Karl Justus ~aid. ''I've been looking 
forward to this for a very long time. I 
think we have a great staff and some 
really good players." 

West Virginia head coach John 
Durdlnes was eager to get to work as 
he watched his players enter and pick 
up therr equipment 

"It's so exciting to get things start­
ed," he said. "Obviously, from the 
time we started picking teams and the 
kids start_ed submitting whether they 
wer~ g~rng to come, we've been 
anticipating this. 

"Like I said, the excitement is 
here: I think the kids are excited and 

we're ready to get going." 
Players looked liked kids on Christ­

mas morning as they entered the 
doors of the TPJ and were greeted by 
OV AC football commissioner Dave 
Clutter. From there, it was on to the 
registration desk, where the step-by­
step reg1strat10n begun, 

Following a stop at the T-shirt 
counter, players picked up their room 
keys and made their way into the 
Indoor track area where former 
Cameron High head conch Jim 
Roi;ers was there to help them with 
equtpment, etc. 

Please see OV AC, Page C2 
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OVAC 
Continued from page C 1 

Players on both sides got to work Satur­
day and will do so for the next week, cul­
minatin~ with the game, slated for this Sat­
urday mght at 7 at Martins Ferry's Purple 
Rider Stadium. The game had to be moved 
there after structural damage was found 
this spring at Wheeling Island Stadium. 
• Justus said he'll have his players in 

sru:lls today after going through a shorts 
workout Saturday. Then, Monday, it's time 
to start hitting. • • 

The former Conotton Valley head coach 
said he's excited about the coaching stalf 
he's put together and believes the combi­
nation of strategies will be a benefit, 

"Coach (Ryan) Ludwig from East Liver­
pool brought a few guys with him so he'll 
be familiar with them and I know the other 
guys a lot. so we'll have a common bond 
and we can work together." 

Among Durdines' assistants are 
Cameron assistant Eric James (the two 

worked together at Donahue) and former 
Madonna head coach Bob Kramer. 

Durdines, who rebuilt Bishop Donahue 
into a West Virginia Class A contender, 
can't wait to work with some of the Moun­
tain State's top talent. 

"You have so much respect for the play­
er's on other teams," he said. 

"It's great when you're sitting on the 
sideline and you're watching a kid give 
JOO percent and you're like 'Boy, I'd like 

to have that kid.' And, now, you hnve that 
chance." 

Like Justus, Durdines will spend the 
first few days of camp introducing bis 
terminology ,and starting to find the right 
fit for each of his players, 

"Every kids is going to play," he said. 
"I'm all about giving these kids an 
opportunity to play. The more they show 
me out here, the more they'll play come 
Saturday." ' 
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Durdines' defense continues to take shape 
• W. Va. head coach names linebackers, DBs, specialists for gleam game 
By,SETH STASKEY : 
Times Leader Sports Editor I 

McMECHEN - Wes\ Vir­
ginia bead coach John Durdlnes 
knows offense sells tickets, but 
when it comes-down to it, defense 
is what wins games. 

The former Bisbo\' Donahue 
head coach, who wil guide the 
Mountain State in the OY AC 
Rudy Mumley AU-Star Game on 
July 22, bas named his lineback­
ers, defensive backs and special­
ist for the game. Camp opens Sat­
urday at Bethany College. , 

"We're going to stick to what 
we do and that's try to put as 
much pressure on the offense as 
we can to, make ~uick decisions 
and plays," Durdmes said. "We 
feel like we have strong, athletic 

• Defense 
Contlnua,d from Page 81 

physical linebackers, who are 
aggressive. Our defensive backs 
are,pbyslcal kidslwbo can play 
the run and cover well. 

"We really Ilk~ the versatilitr, 
we have with a lot of these kids, ' 
Durdlnes continued. 

Here's a capsule look at the 
players: 

LANCE COLLINS, Oak Glen 
,- This former Golden Bear was 
the signal caller and defensive 
back for Coach Ted Arneault's 
team. 

He accounted for 1,066 all­
purpose yards as a senior and bet­
ter than 3,000 during his career. 

He was an all-state selection as 
well as all-OVAC and all-Valley. 

Lance plans to attend Waynes­
burg. 

ALEX EDGELL, Brooke -

ognized as an all-TRAC ley. He was a captain of the all-
selection. Valley team. 

Michael, who is planning to Trey, who is the son of Chet 
attend Thiel College, is the son and Terri Miller, plans to attend 
of Dwight and Kathy Kr,eiser. West Liberty. 

TREY MILLER, Bishop MICHAEL MILLS, Weir -
Donahue - This former Bishop, This former Red Rider was a 
was a standout in the secondary standout as a kicker for Coach 
for Durdlncs' team. ' Tony Filberto's team. 

The 5-10, 165 po11nder fin- The 5-9, 175 pounder was an 
i~bed the seas?n with 95 tackles, all-OV AC, all-Valley and sec­
six 10tercept10ns and a forced ond-team all-state pick. He was 
fumble. He also caught 25 pass- also a standout in baseball, play, 
es for 385 yards and five touch- ing In the OV AC Game and 
downs. ' earning all-OVAC and all-Val-

Miller was twlce named first- ley hoI,1ors. 
team all-state. He was also twice Also a member of the Nation­
named all-OVAC and all-Val- al Honor Society, Mills is a 

■ ■ 

This former Bruin bad an impres­
sive season at linebacker for 
Coach Mac McLean's team. 

The 5-11, 205 pounder 
recorded 105 tackles, which 
followed up a 122-tackle "" 
campaign as a junior. 

He was named first­
team all-OVAC, all­
TRAC and honorable 
mention all-state. 

Alex, who P.lans to 
attend West Liberty, Is 
the son of Scott and 
Eleanor Edgell. 

DYLAN BAKER, Wheel-

ble recoveries and seven intercep­
tions. 

His efforts were recognized by 
his placement on all-OV AC 

and all-Valley second team. 
"' Dylan, who plans to 

attend Wheeling Jesuit, is 
the son of Becky Bolon 
and Troy Baker. 

ADAM FRISCO, 
University - This for­
mer Hawk shined at out­
side linebacker for 
Coach John Kelley's 

team. 
The 5-8, 180 

pounder was a four-year letter­
man for the Hawks. 

- This former Cadet shined on 
both sides of the ball for Coach 
BJ. Depew's team: 

The 6-1, 2 10 pounder was a 
defensive leader from linebacker 
and was also a running back for 
the Cadets. i 

He was honored as first-team 
all-OVAC and all-Valley. 

Along with football, Giovengo 
is a standout in wrestling and 
baseball. He won the OVAC 
Heavyweight mat title last winter. 

Gage is the son of Tom and 
Jonelle Giovengo. 

ing Central - This former 
Maroon Knight was a standout in 
the secondary for Coach Mike 
Young's team. 

The 5-10, 150 pounder fin­
ished with 253 tackles, six furn-

, Adam, who is the son of Patsy 
and Mif1Uel Frisco, plans to attend 
West Virginia. 

MICHAEL , MEAIGE, 
Wheeling Park -, This former 
Patriot was a standout at line­
backer for Coach Chris Daugher­
ty's team. 

The 5-9, 205 pounder was rec­
See, DEFENSE, Page 82 

standout in the clasroom. 
Michael, who is the, son of 

Doug and Michelle Mills, plans 
to attend West Virginia. 

MICHAEL ST ARCHER, 
Cameron - This former Drag­
on shined on both sides of the 
ball for Coach Scott Holt's 
team. 

The 5-8, 170 pounder rushed 
for 1,557 yards and 18 touch­
downs. He also had 111 tackles, 
four sacks and two interceptions. 

Starcher was a first-team, nil­
state pick, all-OV AC, nil-Valley 
and all-Mason Dixon. 

Michael, who plans to enlist 
In the United States Navy, is the 

■ ■ 

GAGE GIOVENGO, Linsly 

son of William and Christle Street and Stacey Helmick. 
Starcher. . . ZACH TORBETI, Wheeling 

CHASE ST).IBET, Magnolia Park - This tWo-way ace was a 
- This Blue Eagle product major contriqutor for Coach 
wore a lot of bats for Coach Doc Daugherty's sqµad. 
Chapman's team. The 6-1, 190 pounder posted 

The 5-9, 185 pounder fin- 104 tackles, si)c pass breaksups 
ishcd his career with 3,074 from his strong safety spot, 
yards and 28 touchdowns, rush- while rushing for more than 400 
mg. His yardage total is the sec- yards and five touchdowns. . 
ond most in school history. Torbett was named first-team 

He was the MVP of the SSAc; all-state, all-Valley and all­
Class /\ state title game during TRAC. He also took part In t~e 
bis JUillor season. He was an all- North-South Game earlier this 
state, nil-Valley pick and was a summer. 
standout in track and field, too. Zach, who is the son of Mark 

Chase, who plans to attend Torbett and Pa!!¥ Torbett, plans 
West Liberty, is the son of Chad to attend West Vrrginia. . 

■ ■ 



Ohio's 
Coaches 
Revealed 
Justus introduces 
experienced staff 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 
MARTINS FERRY -

Putting together the rosters 
for the OV AC Rudy Mum­
ley All-Star Charity Foot­
ball Classic cnn be a tough 
ordeal. 

Usually, that refers to the 
players. However, Ohio 
head coach Karl Justus bad 
his challenges in putting 
together a coaching staff, 
too. 

c~~I~1:;rs-
va11ey head 
coach, who 
will work at • 
Hocking 
College for the 

1 
upcoming season, bas re£­
resentatives from four iilf­
ferent high schools, includ­
ing one from outside of'the 
OVAC.. ' 

The· staff will come 
together July 15 to begin 
camp for the nnnual game, 
which is slated for the 
Dave Bruney Football 
Complex on Saturday, July 
22. 

''It was challen11ing to 
put a staff together, Justus 
said. "East Liverpool is 
bringing several of its guys, 
which made it easier. I 
asked some guys and they 
told me, 'since you don't 
have any of our kids, I 
don't want to help you.' I 
don't think that's the right 
approach, but that's what 
happened." 

Here's a capsule look at 
the Ohio coaching staff: 

KARL JUSTUS, Canal­
ton Valley - The now for­
mer Rockets coach guided 
the school for one season 
and it finished with a 3-7 
record, which was niore 
wins thnn it had posted in 
five years combined. 

Along with his yertr at 
Conotton, Justus bas 34 
years of football coaching 
experience. He was the 
head coach of Buckeye 

Pleuse See OHIO, Page 14 

Ohio 

• Coaches-------
continued from Page B1 

The Buckeye Local grad­
uate coached at bis alma 
mater prior to joining the 
Bulldogs' staff for the 
2015 season. 

Vinci also bas coachlng 
experience In wrestling, 
baseball nod basketball. 

Vinci attends Ohlo Uni­
versity Eastern. 

CHRIS , HEATON, 
Buckeye Local - Thls for­
mer Panthers' assistant 
owns a resume with six 
years of coaching experi-
ence. • , 

Heaton, who graduated 
from Buckeye Local in 
2005, owns a bachelor's 
degree from Muskingum. 
University. He currently 
Works on the Pnnthers' bas­
ketball nod baseball staffs. 

JOSH LUDWIG, East 
Liverpool - The Potters 
head coach has been on the 
staff at hls alma. mater for 
seven seasons, including 
the last three as the bead 
coach. All told, he has IO 
years of coaching experi­
ence. 

Along with coaching 
football, Ludwig_ Is also a 
former basketball coach 'in 
Midlnnd, Pa 

Prior to entering teachlng 
and coachlng, Ludwig was 
an all-Ohio performer for 
the Potters and then went 
on to nn illustrious career at 
Mount Union where he was 
part of the 2002 national 

championship team. He fin­
ished his degree in. 2005. 

Josh nod his wife Mallo­
ry have two children, Teryn 
nod Teagnn. 

ALVIN THOMPSON, 
East Liverpool - This Pot­
ters assistant has 20 years 
of coaching experience, all 
of which have been spent in 
Columbinna County. 

Thompson has spent the 
last four seasons at East 
Liverpool. Prior to that, he 
has experience at Wellsville 
and Southern, He's also 
coached girls basketball in 
his career. 

The Wellsville High and 
Marietta College graduate 
shined in football, basket­
ball and track during his 
prep days .. 

Alvin nod his wife Sabri­
na have two children Natal­
ie Thompson and Amiyah 
Powell. 

IAN WHITTINGTON, 
East Liverpool - This Pot­
ter assistant just two sea­
sons ago guided the West 
Virginia squad to a victory 
over Ohio in the OV AC 
AU-Star Game as the head 
coach at Oak Glen. 

Whittington has eight 
years of coaching experi­
ence. Along with serving as 
the Golden Bears' head 
coach, be' s also a member 
of the wrestling staff. 

Inn and his wife, Amber, 
have a daughter, Kayleigil. 

OHIO 
(Conlinucd l'rom Page 13) 
Local and took it to the 
playoffs in 1999. He's 
also spent I I years coach, 
ing at the collegiate level, 
rncluding stops al Divi­
sion-I schools Akron and 
Auburn. 

Liverpool - The Potters 
head coach has been on 
the staff at his alma mater 
for seven seasons, includ­
ing the last three as the 
head coach. All told, he 
has JO years of coaching 
experience. Justus, who is a 1978 

graduate of Lancaster 
High School, owns a 
degree from Capital Uni­
versity and a master's 
from Akron. 

Karl and his wife, 
Colleen, have three chil­
dren, KB (28), Libby (25) 
and David (2 I). 

K. B JUSTUS, L1ncaster 
- This Berne Union 
graduate has spent five 
years as a football coach, 
mcluding the last three 
with Lancaster. 

During his stint, Justus 
has helped guide the Gales 
to multiple playoff appear­
ances. Prior to joining that 
staff, he coached at Musk­
ingum and Denison uni­
versities. 

Justus owns both a 
bachelor's and master's 
degree from Muskingum. 

K.B. and his wife, Allie, 
have been married for a 
little more than a year. 

DOM VINCI, Bridge­
port - This current Bull­
dogs assistant has five 
years of coaching experi­
ence. 

The Buckeye Local 
graduate coached at his 
alma mater prior to joining 
the Bulldogs staff for the 
20 15 season. 

Vinci also has coaching 
• experience in wrestling, 
baseball and basketball. 

Vinci attends Ohio Uni­
versity Eastern. 

CHRIS HEATON, 
Buckeye Local - This 
former Panthers assistant 
owns a resume With six 
years of coaching experi­
ence. 

Heaton, who graduated 
from Buckeye Local in 
2005, owns a bachelor's 
degree from Muskingum 
University. He currenlly 
works on the Panthers bas­
ketball and baseball staffs. 

JOSH LUDWIG, East 

Along with coaching 
football, Ludwig is also a 
former basketball coach in 
Midland.Pa 

Prior to entering teach, 
ing and coachi_ng, Ludwig 
was an All-Ohio performer 
for the Potters and then 
went on to nn illustrious 
career at Mount Union 
where he wus part of the 
2002 national champi­
onship team. He finished 
his degree in 2005. 

Josh and his wife, Mal­
lory, have two children, 
Teryn and Teagan, 

ALVIN THOMPSON, 
East Liverpool - This 
Potters assistant has 20 
years of coaching experi­
ence, all of which have 
been spent in Columbiana 
County. 

Thompson has spent the 
last four seasons at East 
Liverpool, Prior to that, he 
has experience at 
Wellsville and Southern. 
He's also coached girls' 
basketball in his career. 

The Wellsville High and 
Marietta College graduate 
shined in football, basket­
ball and track during his 
prep days. 

Alvin and his wife, Sab­
rina, have two children, 
Natalie Thompson and 
Amiyah Powell. 

IAN· WHITTINGTON, 
East Liverpool - Th_is 
Potters assistant two sea­
sons ago guided the West 
Virginia squad to a victory 
over Ohio in the OV AC 
All-Star Game as the head· 
coach at Oak Glen. 

Whittington has eight 
years of coaching experi­
ence. Along with serving 
as the Golden Bears' head 
coach, he's also a member 
of the wrestling staff. 

Ian and his wife, 
Amber, have a daughter, 
Kayleigh. 
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Durdines 
sets staff 
for OVAC 
A-S Game 
By SETH·STASKEY 
llmes Leader Sports Editor 

MARTINS FERRY - John Durdines isn't 
sure what his coaching future holds. 

T)Je long-time Bishop Donahue head coach 
has explored a few thing~, but isn't ready to 
formnlly commit to anything ... Just yet, any-

. way. • . h h However, one game he knows e as 
upcoming for certain is the OV AC Rudy 
MumJey OVAC All-Star Gurne in which.he 
will guide West Virginia against Ohio dunng 
the July 22nd contest, which is sl~ted for the 
Dave Bruney Football> Complex Ill Martins 
Ferry. 

With one more guar-
anteed game, Durdines ~--= 
is ulso excited to share 
the time with his assis- • 
tant couches, many of· 
whom have been work­
ing with him for sever- ' 
ul years. . 

"It's great to share ti, 
with these coaches," 
Durdines said. "This is 
an important game to 
the people of the Ohl~ '--_ --'"" . 
Valley and it's espectulJy tmpoi;tant to us t!'is 
year since it's the last ume we II be working 
together. We're going to cherish every moment 
and Mpefully we cnn pull out a victory." 

Here's a capsule loo)( at the West Virginia 
coaches: . 

JOHN DURDINES_, Bishop Donahue -
This veteran coach spent the lust I 5 seasons as 
the head conch for the'Bishops and wus on the 
·coaching staff for two years prior. 

Durdines guided the, 13ishops to three OV AC 
Class IA championships. He was named the 
Mason-Dixon Conference coach of the year 
five times and twice received the Big 22 Class . 
A Coach of the Year. He was ulso named the 
Intelligencer/News Register Coach of the Year 
after the 2014 season., 

All told, he finished his career with a 90-68 
record. . 

Along with footbnll, Durdlnes spent two 
years coaching baseball and six seasons coach-
ing wrestling. . 

See, OVAC, Page B2 
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•OVAC 
I Continued from Page B1 

' John nod his wife, Michelle have two daughter,, Anata-
sin Klemm and Ashley Durdines, 

• L.A. Hj\MPTON, Bishop Donahue - This former 
Bishops' standout has been conching football for four sea-

s sons, including the 2016 campaign with the Bishops. 
g Prior to joining Durdines, he·was on the staff at Linsly. 
~ Hampton, who is a B.D. and West Liberty graduate, 
1 also has coaohing experience in basketball and track. 
• . 'CURT MELE, Bi.shop Donahue - This long-time 

Bishop worked with the Donahue football program for 
e each of the last five years. All told, he has IO years of 
a experience at his alma mater. 
f Along with serving on the football stuff, Mele also 
,t served as the Bishops' softball coach and was an assistant 
g boys basketbulJ coach. 

A graduate of Wheeling Jesuit and West Virginia 
s Northern, Mele and his wife, Dana, have three daughters, 
;
1 

Ashley, Alexis and Abbey. 
' ZACHARY KLEMM, Bishop Donahue - This for­k mer Linsly School· standout spent two years working with 
k Durdines and the Bishops. 
e Klemm, who graduated from Llnsly tn 2010 and West 
n Liberty in 2014, has four years of total experience in foot­
- ball coaching. He also has coaching experience in 
e wrestling. . 
k Zach, who is married to Coach Durdines' daughter, 

Anastasia, played football, golf, hockey ao!l swinuniog. 
a HOWARD STAMP, Bishop DonlJhue - This veteran ~ assistant coach has been on the Bishops' coaching staff 1 

since Durdines took over the reins of the program. 
11 Stamp was part of aU three OV AC championship and 
11 four Mason-DiXoo title winning coaching staffs. 
1. A graduate of Austintownlilch 1-figh School and West 
,t Liberty, Stamp played footbau and baseball. 
n Howard and his wife, Pam, have four children, Tim, 

Todd, Katie and Emily. • 
MICHAEL ANGALICH, Bishop Donahue - A for-

- ·mer Bishops' athletic standout, Angalich has been in the 
• coaching ranks for the past five years at his alma mater. . 

Angalich graduated from Donahue fu 2008 after an all­
'! state, all-OVAC and all-Valley senior season. He's served 
ti on the coaching staff that's won two OVAC titles. 
if After graduating from West Virginia Wesleyan, 
k Angalich earned his graduate degree from Wheeling Jesuit 
Y in2014. 

Michael and his wife, Mia, do not have any children. 
JAMES SMITH, Bishop Donahue - Another one of 

v Durdines' loynl assistants spent 12 years working with the 
Y Bishops' program 

Smith, who graduated from Wheeling Park in J 986, 
n has never coached football anywhere other than the 
a McMechan-based school. 
~ Smith, who has a son James, is engaged to Shirley 

Hevener. 
ERIC JAMES, Cameron - This long-time football 

coach worked for four years with the Bishops and has 
1 been a prut of the Cameron Dragons' staff for the bulk of 

his 20 years of coaching. 
James also serves as the baseball coach at Cameron. 

He's also coached boys and girls basketball as well as 
wrestling for the Dragons. He's also coached junior high 
football at Sherrard. ' 

James, who played arena football, has coached in the 
West Virginia playoffs foru times and owns more than 
200 career baseball wins as well as eight sectional titles. 

The owner of a degree from West Virginia University 
and a masters from Northcentral University, James and his 

e wife Kathy have three children, Jensen, Lander, Avery. 
1 James has also three stepchildren, Jordyn, Ryan and Mor­
' gan. 
J BOB KRAMER, Madonna - This veteran mentor 
' helped turn the Blue Dons' program around after it had 

reached the brink of extinction. 
Kramer, who owns 3 7 years of coaching experience, 

guided the Blue Dons to the 2009 state championship and 
a pair of runnerup finishes in 2004 and 2008. He was 
named OV AC Coach of the Year in 20 iO and was also 
named the Dapper Dan Man of the Year. He was named 
Mason-Dixon Coach of the Year five times. 

Kramer, who is a graduate of Steubenville High School 
and Jefferson Corurnunity College, spent five years work­
ing us an assistant coach before taking over the head­
coaching duties. 

Bob and his wife, Kathy, have two children, Bob Jr. am! 
Liada. The couple also has two granddaughters, Taylor 
and Kaitlin. 



ovAC 
Continued from page C 1 . 

Weir led the Mountain State roster 
with fi;ve selections. Wheeling Park, 
Wheeling Central, Parkersburg South 
and University join B.D. with a trio of 
players. 

"Choosing the roster is unbelievably 
tough," Durdines said. "There are so 
many good kids who you can't take. And 
you have to play a game, so .you can't 
just take 32 players. We have kids who 
excelled on their teams, but there's just 
so much talent. We're very excited with 
the kids we _have." 

Justus was the head coach at Conotton 
Valley last season and by virtue of being 
the highest-finishing Ohio school in 
Class I A, earned the right to guide the 
Buckeye State. It's his first all-star game 
_assignment. 

He won't be returning to the Rockets' 
sideline, however. He's accepted a posi­
tion as an assistant coach at Hocking 
College, which just started football two 
years ago. • 

Before he shifted his focus to the col­
legiate level, he spent a lot of time look­
ing at prep film to gauge which players 
to select for this summer's game. 

I OV AC.All-Star 
Rosters Released 
Durdines in Charge for W. Va., 
Justus Head Coach for Ohio 

By SETH STASKEY 
For the News-Register 

MARTINS FERRY -
The venue is set. And now 
the rosters are set. 

It's full steam ahead, at 
this point, for the 72nd 
annual OV AC Rudy Mum­
ley All-Star Charity Foot­
ball Classic, which will 
kick off at 7:15 p.m. on 
Saturday, July 22 at Mar­
tins Ferry's Dave Bruney 
Football Complex. 

Barring late scratches 
and/or changes, both Ohio 
head coach Karl Justus and 
West Virginia head coach 
John Durdines have final­
ized their rosters and are 
now awaiting the opening 
of .the week-long camp, 
which will be held once 
again at Bethany College, 
starting on July I 5. 
• Durdines earned the 
right to guide the Moun­
tain State for the first time 
in his career after his Bish­
op Donahue squad finished 
6-4 and won the Class !A 
conference title. Though 
he knew it was.the small­
school class' turrt,to coach, 
he didn't realize at the end 
of last season that it would 
be the final time he repre­
sents the Bishops. 

The Diocese of Wheel­
ing-Charleston opted to 
close the school at the end 
of the recently completed 
academic year. 

"Anytime yo·u get to 
coach m this game it's a 
huge honor, but it definite­
ly has more meaning for 
me and my staff because it 
turns out that it· will be our 
last game together and rep­
resenting Bisho1;1 Don­
ahue,"' Durdines said. "We 
earned this by winning the 
OV AC, which I like most 

about it." 
As a competitor, Dur­

dines has never stepped 
foot on a football field not 
wanting to win. Next 
month's clash will be no 
different, but he admits 
that there are "a few more 
logs on the fire" of moti­
vation. 

"Bishop Donahue gave 
me an opportunity and it's 
a shame what has hap­
pened and how cowardly it 
happened," Durdincs said. 
"I owe everything I ·am to 
Bishop Donahue. They 
gave me a chance and it 
really upsets me for the 
kids. I know the kids will 
heal and move o.n, but I 
also know how sad and 
upset they are. So, I do 
have extra fuel for this 
game." 

Durdines will get to 
coach three of his own 
players one more time, 
too. Jimmy Hull, J.C. 
Custer and Trey Miller 
will don their B.D. helmet 
one more time. 

"It's great that we get to 
share (this game) with 
three of our own guys," 
Durdines said. 

"And the three kids we 
chose deserve to be on this 
team, regardless of who is 
coaching." 

Donahue isn't the only 
school being represented 
in the game for the last 
time. 

Tyler Consolidated has 
withdrawn from the 
OV AC for the coming 
school year, so Tyler 
Anderson and Jace Recd 
will represent the Silver 
Knights in their· final 
soiree. 

Please See 
OV AC, Page C2 

"Finding players wasn't tough," Justus 
said. 

"Eliminating players was the toughest 
part. With so many good players in the 
Ohio Valley, narrowing it down to 32 
players makes _it really challenging." 

The Ohio coaching staff is a mixture Stull, Harrison Central; Max Tice, 
of schools, too. Justus has coaches from Toronto; Dom Wallace, Martins Ferry; 
as far away as Lancaster on the staff. He Kyle Wilson, Buckeye Trail; Danny Zdi- .. 
also has a representative of Bridgeport, nak, Toronto; Zane Zimish, Steubenville 
Buckeye Loe.al and several from East WEST VIRGINIA 

Justus represented 18 schools wit_h his 
selections and. only one school (East Liv­
erpool) received more than three bids. 
Other schools with three players chosen 
were River, Buckeye Trail, Toronto and 
Steubenville. The OV AC limits a school 
to three picks, but the Potters received a 
fourth because the kicker doesn't count 
toward the maximum numbers. • 

Normally coaching the game is a way 
to honor some of your seniors. However, 
the Rockets have nary a player on the 
roster, but Justus pointed out one was 
chosen and elected not to play. 

"We had four or five kids back out for 
one reason or another, so that got some 
other kids some opportunities," Justus, 
who formerly coached at Buckeye Local, 
said. 

"Some of the guys we took because 
someone else backed out might end up 
being better than the original selection." 

Liverpool. Jordan Allen, Weir; Tyler Anderson, 
The complete rosters are as follows: Tyler; Dylan Baker, Wheeling Central; 

OHIO Hayden Berry, Wheeling Park; John 
Terry Adkins, Beaver Local; Jesse Burkhalter, Wheeling Central; Dante 

Ball, Harrison Central; Zach Bigelow, • earlier, Morgantown; J.C. Custer, Bish­
St. Clairsville; Garth Charlton, Cam- op Donahue; Alex Edgell, Brooke; Cody 
'bridge; Robert Coppa, Indian Creek; Ben Enrietti, Weir; Brant Freeland, South; 
Davis, Toronto; Jack Davis, Martins Adam Frisco, University; Gage Gioven­
Ferry; Trey Elerick, St. Clairsville; Zack go, Linsly; Brandon Hall, South; Hayden 
Gill, East Liverpool; Jarett Hooper, Hizer, Paden City; Jimmy Hull, Bishop 
Monroe Central; Justyn Keyser, Bellaire; .Donahue; Lander James, Cameron; Jacob 

'Dylan Kidder, East Liverpool; Mason Kerekes; John Marshall; Logan Kranis, 
Ladyga, River; Casey Lewis, Fort Frye; Oak Glen; Travis Lowther, Weir; Zack 
William Lowe, Cambridge; Luke Martin, University; Michael Me.aige, 
Matusik, River; Austin Mayfield, East Wheeling Park; Trey Miller, Bishop 
Liverpool; Jalen McGee, Steubenville; Donahue; Michael Mills, Weir; Jacob 
Donnie Meadows, Shadyside; Sean Mil- Murray, Linsly; Peyton Powroznik, Uni­
lard, Buckeye Local; Drone Moore, versity; Jack Raitz; South; Jace Reed, 
Steubenville; Freddie .Plum, East Liver-. Tyler; Isaac Rine, Wheeling Central; 
pool; Troy Pontius, Buckeye Trail; Kon' Donovan Spencer, Weir; Michael 
nor Roberts, Meadowbrook; Sam Robin- Starcher, Cameron; Chase Street, Mag­
son, Indian Creek; Cody Saksa, River; nolia; Zach Torbett, Wheeling Park; 
Carter Streiff, Buckeye Trail; Brenton Chris Yachini, Brooke. 
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W.Va. Coaches Revealed for All-Star Game . . • I 
By SETH STASKEY !\rune to: the people of the Ohio Valley and All told, he finished his career with a last five years. All told·, he bas IO years of For The Intelligencer 1t' s especially important to us this year 90-68 record. experience at his alma mater. MARTINS FERRY - John Durdines since iv;s the last time we'll be working Along with football, Durdines spent Along with serving on the football staff, isn't sure what his coaching futltre ljolds. together. We'.re going to cherish every two years coaching basepall and six sea- Mele also served as the Bishops' softball The long-time Bishop Donahue head moment and hopefully we· can pull out a sons coaching wrestling. coach and was an assistant boys basket-coach bas explored a few things, but isn't victory.'/ . John and his wife, Michelle have two ball coach. ' ready to formally commi.t to anything ... Here's a capsule look at the West Vir- daughters, Anatasia Klemm and Ashley A graduate of Wheeling Jesuit and Just yet, anyway. : ! ginia co?cbes:. Durdines. West Virginia Northern, Mele and. his However, one grune he knows he has JOHN DURDINES, Bishop Donahue L.A. HAMPTON, Bishop Donahue - wife, Dana, have three daughters, Ashley, upcoming for certain is t~e OV AO Rudy - : Thlf,I veteran coach spent the last I 5 This former Bishops' standout has been Alexis and Abbey. Mumley OV AC All-Star !Grune in !which seasons ll)e'bead coach for the Bishops coaching football for four seasons, includ- ZACHARY KLEMM, Bisho Donahue he will guide West Virginia against Ohio and wa on' the coaching staff for two ing the 2016 campaign with the Bishops. - This former Llnsly Schoof standout during the July 22nd cr'ntest, wtlicb. is years prior. •. • Prior to joining Durdlnes, he was on the spent two years working with Durdines slated for the Dave Brune Football Com- Durdi'nes ;guided the Bishops to three staff at Linsly. and the Bishops. pJex in Martins Ferry. , i QVAC Clas~: lA chrunpionships. He was Hampton, who is a Bishop Donahue Klemm, who graduated from Linsly in With one more guaran(eed game, Dur- named the ,Mason-Dixon Conference and West Liberty graduate, also has 2010 and West Liberty in 2014, bas four dines is also excited to share the time with coach of the year five times and twice coaching experience-in basketball and years of total experier/ce in football his assistant coaches, many of whom have received; the Big 22 Class A Coach of the track. . coaching. He also has coaching experi-been working with him for seveml years. Year. He was also named the Intelli- CURT MELE, Bishop Donahue - ence in wrestling. • "It's great to share it with these coach- gencer/News Register Coach of the Year This long-time Bishop worked with the S WVA. p 

16 
es," Durdines said. "This 'is an important after the 2014 season. Donahue football program for each of the ee • ·• age 

W.VA. 
id (Continued from Page 15) ior season. He's served on career baseball wins as ,e Zach, who is married to the coaching staff that's well as eight sectional ~ Coach Durdines' daughter, won two OVAC titles. titles. • 
·e Anastasia, played football, After graduating from The owner of a degree golf, hockey and swim- West Virginia Wesleyan, from West Virginia Uni­:r ming. . Angalich earned his grad- versity and a masters from :t HOWARD STAMP, uate degree from Wheel- Northcentral University, e Bishop Donahue - This ing Jesuft in 2014.. James and his wife Kathy 
j veteran assistant coach has Michael and his wife, have three children, 
1 been on the Bishops' Mia, do not have any chi!- Jensen, Lander, Avery. coaching staff since Dur- dren. James has also three dines took over the reins JAMES SMITH, Bishop stepchildren, Jordyn, Ryan of the progrrun. Donahue - Another one and Morgan. 

Stamp was part of all of Durdines' loyal assis- BOB KRAMER, 
three OVAC champi- tants spent 12 ,Years work- Madonna - This veteran onship and four Mason- jug with the Bishops' pro- mentor helped turn the 
Dixon title winning coach- gram. Blue Dons' program ing staffs. Smith, wlio graduated around after it had reached A graduate of Austin- from Wheeling Park in the brink of extinction. town Fitch High School 1986, has never coached Kramer, who owns 37 and West Liberty, Stamp football anywhere other years of coaching experi­played football and base- than the McMechan-based enc_e, guided the Blue ball. , school. Dons to the 2009 state Howard and his wife, Smith, who has a son· championship and a pair Pam, have four children, James, is engaged to 'Of runnerup finishes in Tim, Todd, Katie and Shirley Hevener. 2004 and 2008. He was Emily. ERIC JAMES, Cameron numed OVAC Coach of M I • C H A E L - This long-time football the Year in 2010 and was 
ANGALICH, Bishop Don- coach worked for four also named the Dapper ahue - A former Bishop- years with the Bishops and Dan Man of the Year. s' athletic standout, has been a part of 'the He was named Mason­Angalich bas been in the Cameron Drago'ns' staff Dixon Coach of the Year coaching ranks for the past for the bulk of his 2 0 five times. 

• five years at bis alma years of coaching. Kramer, who is a gradu­mater. James also serves as the ate of Steubenville High Angalich graduated baseball coach at School and. Jefferson from Donahue in 2008 Cameron. He's also Communi.ty College, spent after an all-state, all- coached boys and girls five years working us an OVAC and all-Valley sen- basketball as well as assistant coach before tak-
wrestling for the Dragons. ing over the heud-corich­
He' s also coached junior ing duties. 
high football at Sherrard, Bob and his wife, 

James, who played Kathy, have two children, 
arena football, has Bob Jr. and Linda. The 
coached in the West Vir- couple also has two grand­
ginia playoffs foru times daughters, Taylor and 
and owns more than 200 Kaitlin. 



West Virginia Backfield Ready for· All-Star Game 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

we need them," Durdines said. 
"We probably have a dozen or so 
kids who played running back. 
We have a good mix of power 
guys and home-runs hitting types. 
We really like the mixture. We're 
excited to get them into ~amp," 

MCMECHEN - John Dur­
dines and his' coaching • staff were 
looking for a common trait when 
they started choosing their skill. 
position players for the 72nd 
annual OVAC Rudy Mwnley All, 
Star Game. 

Camp opens at Bethany Col­
lege on Saturday, July 15. 

"In a game like this, flexibility 
is big," Durdines said. "We 
looked for kids who could play 
multiple positions." 

As he begins to narrow his ros­
ter into position groups, Durdines, 
who will guide West Virginia in 
the July 22 game at Martins 
Ferry's Dave Bruney ·Football 
Complex, thinks he found just that 
at both quarterback and running 
back. 

Here's a capsule look at the 
players· 

J.C.'CUSTER, Bishop Don­
nlme - This former Bishops run­
ning back had a brilliant.career for 
Durdines' squad. ' 

The 5-foot-7, 145 pounder 
rushed for 553 yards and six 
touchdowns on 8 7 carries. He 
also caught 30 passes for 453 
yards and seven touchdowns. 

"We have four ':\uarterbacks on 
the roster, but they re all versatile 
epough to play other positions as 

His efforts were recognized as 
first-team all-OY AC and honor­
able mention all-state.. i , 

J.C., who plans to attend West 
II ; ! l • 

Ohio Boasts 
Speed at WR 
Mumleycamp 
begins July 15 

By SETH STASKEY 
For Tile Intelligencer 
MARTINS FERRY -

Karl Justus plans to mix 
the run and pass through 
his spread-offense attack 
during the annual OV AC 
Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game. , 

With a solid pair of 
quarterbacks in place 
Justus announced th~ 
wide receivers for his 
team, which begins camp 
July 15 in prel'aration for 
the game, which will be 
held one week later at the 
Dave Bruney Football 
Complex. ' 

"We have good size 
and good speed at wide 
re~eiver," Justus said. "I 
thmk these kids will be 
more than adequate." 

Here's a capsule look 
at the players: 

ZACH GILL, East 
Liverpool - This Pot­
,ters standout had a big 
season for Coach Josh 
Ludwig's squad last fall. 

impact player on both 
sides oJ' the ball for 
Coach Mark Spigarelli's 
team. 
. The 6-2, 170-pounder 

fm1shed his career with 
8 5 rec-eptions for 9 8 O 
yards and six touch­
downs. He had 3 8 of 
those catches and all of 
his touchdowns as a sen­
ior. On the defensive 
side, he finished with 
207 career solo tackles 
2_ 7 passes defensed and 
six mtercept10ns. 

Keyser was a third 
team All-Ohio pick and 
named to the All-OV AC 
AU-Buckeye 8, All: 
T11nes Leader, AU-Valley 
and All-Eastern District 
first teams. 

Also a standout in 
track, Keyser was All­
Ohio in three events 
(high hurdles, intermedi-
ate hurdles, 4x2) as a 
senior. He also played in 
both the OV AC and Dis­
trict 12 All-Star Basket­
ball Games. 

The 6-foot-2, 210-
pounder. caught 42 passes 
for 443 yards and six 
touchdowns last season to 
set a school record. He 
also owns the single­
game record with 11 
receptions for 11 O yards. 

Keyser, who is the son 
of Jeff and Jill Keyser 
plans to attend Belmont 
College. 

TROY PONTIUS, 
Buckeye Trail - This 
former ,Warrior did basi­
cally everything except 
sell popcorn for Coach 
Donnie Kerns' team. 

He earned the school's 
Craig Burdick Award 
which goes to the offen: 
s1veMVP. 

Along with football 
Gill was also active in 
Relay for Life and Spe­
cial Olympics. 

Zach, who is the son of 
Tom and Karrie Gill, 
plans to attend Westmin­
ster College. 

Shining as a quarter­
back, Pontius passed for 
1,009 yards, rushed for 
1,803 and caught passes 
worth 495 yards en route 
to 36 touchdowns during 
his prep career. 

Pontius was a third 
team All-Ohio pick as a 
senior. He was All­
OV AC, All~PVC, All­
Eastern District following 
last season. 

Pontius, who plans to 
attend Marietta College, 

JUSTYN KEYSER 
Bellaire - This Big 
Reds standout was an Please See OHIO,Page 14 

Virginia Northern, is the son of 
Nikki Blankenship of 
Moundsville. 

CODY ENRIETTI, Weir -
This Red Riders product had an 
impressive final season for Coach 
Tony Filberto's Red Riders. 

The 6-3, 250-pounder ran 191 
times for 1,398 yards and 14 
touchdowns. He finished his 
career with 2,015 yards and 23 
touchdowns on 245 carries, 

Enrietti was recognized twice 
as first'team all-OV AC and All­
Valley. He was also· an all-state 
selection as a senior. 

Cody, who plans to attend West 
Liberty, is the son of Michael and 
Marilyn Enrietti of Weirton. 

HAYDEN HIZER, Paden 
City - This former Wildcat did a 
little bit of ,eve1ything for Coach 
Brent Croasman' s squad. 

• The 5-8, 170-pounder rushed . ', ' . 

for 8 8 4 yards and IO touch­
downs. He also caught 20 passes 
for 19 5 yards and had three 
touchdowns via kick returns. 
Defensively, he logged 26 solos 
and 3 2 assists. 

Hizer was a second-team all­
state pick as a senior. He also was 
honored as all-OVAC, All-Valley 
for the second consecutive season, 

Hayden, who plans to attend 
Ohio Valley University in Park­
ersburg, is the son of Bob and 
Kim Hizer. 

JAMES HULL, Bishop Don­
ahue - This former Bishop 
shifted to quarterback and shined 
for Durdines' teamJast season. 

The 5-11, 140-pounder passed 
for 1,302 yards and 1 7 touch­
downs, He was intercepted just 
three times. He also ran for 3 6 5 
yards and three touchdowns. 

Hull was a special mention all-

II 

state pick and was also first team 
All-Valley and AII-OVAC. 

James, who plans to attend 
West Virginia University, is the 
son.of Jim and Lori Hull. 

JACE REED, Tyler Consoli­
dated - This former Silver 
Knight shined on both sides of the 
ball for Coach Ryan Walton's 
team. 

The 5-11, 190-pounder ran for 
more than 1,000 yards as both a 
sophomore ,and senigr, While scor­
ing 42 touchdowns. He missed 
tl1e bulk of his junior season with 
an injury. 

Reed was a second-team all­
state pick as a senior. He was also 
first-team all-OV AC. 

Juce, who is the son of Sabrina 
Buchanan, and Mike Reed, 'plans to 
attend West Virginia!University. 

' 
See BACKFIELD, Page I 0 
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is the son of Brenda and Tim Pontius. 
DANNY ZDINAK, Toronto - This 

former Red Knight affected games in a 
bevy of ways for Coach Eric Meek's 
team. 

The 5-1 I, 170-pounder rushed for 
436 yards and ,nine touchdowns; caught 
11 passes for 225 yards and three 
touchdowns and had· four interceptions 
along with 65 tackles from his second-

ary spot. He also kicked for the 
Knights, connecting on 36 PATs and 
three field goals. 

Zdinak was named third team All­
Ohio, first team All-Eastern District, 
All-OV AC, All-Valley and All-Quad 
County. 

Zdinak, who plans to play baseball at 
Ashland University, is the son of Dan 
and Debra Zdinak. • 



OVACAnnual 
Football. Camp 

The Rudy Mumley among their peers. 
OV AC All-Star Charity "With them, It is more 
Football Classic annual about socializing and ·hope­
SUBW A Y Sports ,Clink fully _mnl:ing sure everyone 
free youth football clinic 1s gomg m the same direc­
will be held on July 22 o~ lion," Holt said with a 
the Purple Rider Stadium in laugh. "There arc going to 
Martins Ferry at f-2:30 be a range of abillties and 
p.m. Registration begins at we only have 90 minutes so 
the stadium from noon- it won't be too in-depth. 
12:45 p.m. . Hopefully they can come 

!t~~~g~R~8:~~ f 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

MCMECHEN _ John D 
were looking for a co urd_lnes and his coaching stuff 

ing their skill positio~~~e~:'}
0
;hcn they started cboos­

Leading the camp will be out of it learning something. 

tbe 72nd annual OVAC R d 
M?,mley A/l-Stur Game. u y ""~ _ 

Cameron Head Coach Scott "We want to help them 
Holt as well as membeill of build self-esteem and go 
his own staff, and coaches forward with football. Foot­
from John Marshall and ball is a game everyone can 
Bethany College will .be play .. It is not just for the 
helping out • biggest kid or the fastest 

is b: ,,a J:~~ like this, flexibility 
fo ki' r mes said. "We looked 

r .. ds Who could play muJti'ple 
positions." 

The Instructors will teach kid. 
the basic fundamentals of "We want the kids to 
football and liuilding self- know that when they see us 
esteem. The clinic is free on Friday night, we are reg­
and open to bj)ys and girls uiar people, too. Our coach­
nges 6-13.The 90-mlnute esareouttheretomnkesure 
clinic will focus on helping . everyone is safe and has 
the kids improve on their fun. It will be a great expcri­
mechanics. There will. be no ence for the price of nothing 
·contact nod children will and a great way to get the 
learn more on stan<;es nod day started." 

As he be~ins to narrow his ros­
te~ mto_ pos1tmn groups, Durdines 
w O Will guide West Virginl • ' 
}~e J~ly 22nd game at Mar~i~~ 
C rryl s Dave Bruney Footbail 
at':~ ex, thinks he found just that 

"W qhuarterback and running back. 
e ave four quarterback 

all versatile enough to 1 s on the roster, but they're 
them," Durdines said .. , ay other pos1tlons as we need 

• e probably have a dozen or so 

starts, ns_ well as working Parents or legal guardians 
with tucklmg dummies. are required to have Insur-

While the middle school- ance and be present the day 
aged players will be more of the clinic to sign a waiver 
advanced, Holt is hoping to form. For more information 
get the younger kids n visit www.ovac.org or email 
chance to feel what it is Like James Companion at 
to have a· football in their Jnmes@ssmJJc.com or 
hands for the first time phone (304) 639-1238. 

Ill See, OVAC, Page a2 
m 
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kids who played running back. We 
have a good mix of power guys and 
home-run hlUing typeS. We really Like 
the mixture. We're excited to get them 
into camp." 

Camp opens at Bethany College on 
Saturday, July 15. 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
J.C. CUSTER, Bishop Donahue 

- This former Bishop running back 
had a brilliant career for Durdines' 
squad. 

The 5-7, 145 pounder rushed for 
5 5 3 yards and six touchdowns on 8 7 . 
carries. He also caught 30 passes for 
453 yards and seven touchdowns. 

His efforts were recognized as first­
team ·all-OV AC and honorable men­
tion nll-stute. 

J.C., who plans to attend West Vir­
ginia Northern; is tbe son. of Nikki 
Blankenship of Moundsville. r 

CODY ENRIETTI, Weir - This 
Red Rider product bad an impressive 
final season for Coach Tony Filberto's 
Red Riders. 

The 6~3. 250 pounder ran 191 
times for 1,398 yards and 14 touch­
downs. All told, be finished bis career 
with 2,015 yards and 23 touchdowns 
on 245 carries. 

Enrietti was recognized twice as 
first-team nll-OVAC and all-Valley. 
He was also an all-stute selection as a 

senior. 
Cody, who plans to attend West 

Liberty, is the son of Michael ;md 
Marilyn Enrietti of Weirton. 

HAYDEN HIZER, Paden City -
This former Wildcat did a little bit of 
everything for Coach Brent Croas­
man' s squad. 

The 5-8, 170 pounder rushed for 
884 yards and 10 touchdowns. He 
also caught 20 passes for 195 yards 
and had three touchdowns via-kick 
returns. Defensively, he logged 26 
solos and 32 assists. 

Hizer was a second-team all-state 
pick as a senior. He also was honored 
as nll-OV AC, all-Valley for the sec­
ond consecutive season. 

Hayden, who plans to attend Ohio 
Valley University in Parkersburg, is 
the son of Bob and Kim Hizer. 

JAMES HULL, Bishop Donahue 
- This former Bishop shifted to 

quarterback and shined for Durdines' 
team last season. 

The 5-11, 140 pounder passed for 
1,302 yards and 17 touchdowns. He 
was intercepted just three times. He 
also ran for 365 yards and three 
touchdowns. 

Hull was a special mention nil-state 
pick and was also first-team nil-Valley 
and nll-OV AC. 

James, who plans to a.ttend West 

Virginia University, is the son of Jim 
and Lori Hull. 

JACE REED, Tyler Consolidated 
- This former Silver Knight shined 
on both sides of the ball for Coach 
Ryan Walton's team. 

The 5-11, 190 pounder ran for 
more than 1,000 yards as both a soph­
omore and senior, while scoring 42 
touchdowns. He missed the bulk of his 
junior season with an injury. 

Recd was a second-team all-state 
pick as a senior. He was also first­
team all-OV AC. 

Jace, who is the son of Sabrina 
Buchanan and Mike Reed, plans to 
attend West Virginia University. 

ISAAC RINE, Wheeling Central 
- This former Maroon Knights was a 
model of consistency during his career 
under Mike Young. 

The 5-9," I 80 pounder threw for 
more than 4,000 career yards, while 
rushing for better than 1,000 yards. 
He accounted for 69 career touch­
downs. 

Rine's production was recognized 
by virtue of being named first-team 
all-state, all-Vnlley and aJJ-OV AC. He 
was a three-time selection to the ull­
OV AC squad. 

Isaac, who plans to attend Marietta 
College to play baseball, is the son o[ 
Jason and Heather Rine of Wheeling. 
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Ohio Backfield Revealed for All-Star Game 
I I , ' 

By SETH STASKEY "It'II depend on how much the quarter-
For the News-Register backs can handle, but I think we '11 be 

The 6-foot-1, 245-pounder lined up at 
fullback and linebacker, posting more 
than 200 yards rushing and more than 
100 receiving, while paving the way for 
the Huskies' other backs. Defensively, he 
l9gged 112 tackles, including 25 for loss 
and five sacks. 

MARTINS FERRY: - Prior Jo select- good; with using our system," Justus said. 
ing his roster for the OVAC Rudy Mum- "I'v~ seen the kids play on film,and 
ley All-Star Football I Game, Ohio head -they'll.be fine." . 
coach Karl Justus spent a lot of time look- A~-for )he running backs, Ohio boasts. a 
ing at film to get guys that would fit his batcn 'that contains speed and power, 
spread system. ; whicll was exactly what Justus sou11ht. , Ball was the Eastern District's Co­

Defensive Player of the Y car and earned 
first team All-Ohio. He was also first­
team All-OV AC. 

He thinks he's found the ideal pieces, "V{e looked for the best kids,' Justus 
too. ' said. ·"W~ looked at the nominations' film 

Justus has named his backfield candi- and went·from there." 
dates for the game, which is slated for Here's~ capsule look at the players: 
July 22 at Martins Ferry's Dave Bruney JESSE nALL, Harrison Central -

Ball, who plans to attend Theil Univer­
sity, is the son of Glen and Hellen Ball of 

Football Complex. The players will begin This former Hoskie shined on both sides 
to learn the system July 15 when. they of the ball for Coach Justin Kropka's team 

• report to camp at Bethany College. last se,ason. .; 

Scio. • , 
ROBERT COPPA, Indian Creek -

This former Redskin was a standout in the 

BACKFIELD-----------_--__ 
Continued from page CJ 

Robert, who is the son of Bob and Kelli 
Coppa of Wintersville, plans to attend John 
Carroll University. 

CASEY LEWIS, Fort Frye - This 
former Cadet pla~ed a major role in helping 
Coach Eric Huck s team reach the regional 
final last season. 

The 5-11, 190-pounder ran for I 805 
yar_ds and 3 7 touchdowns last season, 
w~1ch followed a 9_87-yard junior cam-
paign. • 

He was named AII-Pvc· tlrree times All­
OV AC three times and twice to the' All­
Ohio squad. 

C"'!ey, who plans to attend Marietta Col­
lege, ts the son of Chris and Karri Lewis of 
Beverly. 

AUSTIN MAYFIELD, East Liverpool 
. - This. former Potter put up huge numbers 
m helpmg to lead Coach Josh Ludwig's 

.team. -
The 6-2, 205-pounder finished with 

2,861 yards passing and,'19 touchdowns. 
He _ran ~or 8 8 1 yards and 13 touchdowns 
dunng his career. He was also ·the Potters' 
punter. -

M~yfi~ld, who owns all of East Liver­
pool s passmg records, was named first­
team t\11-Eastern District and second team 
All-Ohm. He was All-OV AC and second­
team All-Valley. 
- Mayfield, who plans to attend West Lib-

erty, is the son of Jim and Billi Jo Mayfield 
, KO!'{NOR ROBERTS, Meadowbrook 
- This former Colt had a brilliant career 

for head coach JeffTwiddy's team 
The 6-0, I SO-pounder threw f~r I 970 

Yll;fds and 20 touchdowns. He was ndmed 
thtrd tea_m All-Ohio as a junior and second­
team this past season. He was also twice 
named to the All-OV AC and All-ECOL 
teams. , 
, Along with football, Roberts played bas­

ketball and baseball. 
K'?n.nor, _who plans to attend Ohio 

Donumcan, 1s the son of Tony and Shelley 
Roberts of Byesville. 

MA~ TICE, Toronto - This former 
Red ~mght was a go-to-guy for Coach Ede 
Meek s squad last season . 

The 5-10, 185-pounder ran for 735 
yards and 12 touchdowns, While avernging 
8.5_yards per carry. He rushed for 788 as a 
Jumor. Defensively, Tice shined at line­
backer, accumulating 68 tackles andJ'ick­
mg off two passes. He also rccovcre two 
fumbles. 

Tice's fine seasons didn't go unnoiiced. 
He wa_s "'!med all-Quad County, All-East• 
em D1stnct, All-OV AC and honorable 
mention All-Ohio. 

M~, who plans to attend Marietta Col­
lege, 1s the son of Jorjanna and Jim Vas­
teenberg of Toronto. 

backfield for Coach Andrew Connor's 
squad. 

The 5-9, 175-pounder scored 24 touch­
downs, while accumulating 1,300 yards 
on the ground. He also caught passes that 
covered 300 yards during his career. 
Defensively, he recorded 248 tackles, 
forced four fumbles and recovered five. 

COJ.lPll was twice named All-Eastern 
Distnct and All-OV\\C. He was also 
twice named All-Quad ~ounty. 

Along with athletics, Coppa is a mem­
ber of the National Honor Society and 
Key Club. • 

See Backfield, Page C2 
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i By SETH STASKEY 
; Times Leader Sports Editor 

candidates for the game, 
which is slated for the July 
22 at Martins Ferry's Dave 
Bruney Football Complex. 
The players will begin to 
learn the system on July 15 
when they report to crunp at 
Bethany College. 

MARTINS FERRY - Priorto 
s~lecting his roster for the OVAC 
Rudy Mumley All-Star Footb~ll 
Grune, Ohio head coach Karl Ju~­
tus spent a lot of time looking at 
film to get guys that would fit his 
spread system. , 

He thinks he's found the ideal 
pieces, too. 

"It'll depend on how 
much the quarterbacks can 
handle, but I think we'll be 
good with using our system," 

Justus has nruned his backfield Justus said. "I've seen the kids play on 

0
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last season. 
The 6-1, 245 pounder lined up at fullback and line­

backer, posting more than 200 yards rushing and more 
than JOO receiving, while paving the way for the Huskies' 
other backs. Defensively, he logged 112 tackles, including 
25 for loss and five sacks. 

Ball was the Eastern District's Co Defensive Player of 
the Year and earned first-team all-Ohio. He was also first­
team all-OV AC. 

Ball, who plans to attend Theil University, is the son of 
Glen and Hellen Ball of Scio. 

ROBERT COPPA, Indian Creek - This former Red­
skin was a standout in the backfield for Coach Andrew 
Connor's squad. 

The 5-9, 175 pounder scored 24 touchdowns, while 
accumulating 1,300 yards on the ground. He also caught 
passes that covered 300 yards during his career. Defen­
sively, he recorded 248 tackles, forced four fumbles and 
recovered five. 

Coppa was twice named· all-Eastern District and all­
OV AC. He was also twice named all-Quad County. 

Along with athletics, Coppa is a member of the Nation­
al Honor Society and Key Club. 

Robert, who 1s the son of Bob and Kelli Coppa of Win­
tersville, plans to attend John Carroll University. 

CASEY LEWIS, Fort Frye - This former Cadet 
played a major role in helping Coach Eric Huck's team 
reach the regional final last season. 

The 5-11, 190 pounder ran for 1,805 yards and 3 7 
touchdowns last season, which followed a 987-yard junior 
campaign. 

He was named .all-PVC three times, all-OV AC three 
times and twice to the all-Ohio squad. 

Casey, who plans to attend Marietta College, is the son 
of Chris and Karri Lewis of Beverly. 

AUSTIN MAYFIELD, East Liverpool - This fonner 
Potter put up some huge numbers in helping to lead Coach 
Josh Ludwig's team. 

The 6-2, 205 pounder finished with 2,86 I yards pass­
ing and 19 touchdowns. He ran for 8 81 yards and 13 
more touchdowns during his career. He was also the Pot­
ters' punter. 

Mayfield, who owns all of East Liverpool's passing 
records, was named first-team all-Eastern District and sec­
ond-team all-Ohio. He was all-OVAC and second-team 
all-Valley. • 

Mayfield, who plans to attend West Liberty, is the son 
of Jim and Billi Jo Mayfield. 

KONNOR ROBERTS, Meadowbrook - This former 
Colt had a brilliant career for. head coach Jeff Twiddy's 
team. 

The 6-0, 180 pounder threw for 1,970 yards and 20 
touchdowns. He was named third-team all-Ohio as a jun­
ior and second-team this past season. He was also twice 
named to the all-OV AC and all-ECOL teams. 

Along with football, Roberts played basketball and 
baseball. 

Konnor, who plans to attend Ohio Dominican, is the 
son of Tony and Shelley Roberts of Byesville. 

MAX. TICE, Toronto - This former Red Knight was 
a go-to-guy for Coach Eric Meek's squad last season. 

The 5-10, 185 pounder ran for 735 yards and 12 
touchdowns, while averaging 8.5 yards per carry. He 
rushed for 788 as a junior. Defensively, Tice shined at 
linebacker, accumulating 68 tackles and picking off two 
passes. He also recovered two fumbles. 

Tice's fine seasons didn't go unnoticed. He was named 
all-Quad County, all-Eastern District, all-OV AC and hon­
orable mention all-Ohio. 

Max, who plans to attend Marietta College, is the son of 
Jorjanna and Jim Vasteenberg of Toronto .. 

film and they'll be fine." 
As for the running backs, Ohio boasts a 

batch that contains speed and power, 
which was exactly what Justus sought. 

"We looked for the best kids," Justus 
said. "We looked at the nominations' film 
and went from th~re." 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
JESSE BALL, Harrison Central -

This former Huskie shined on both sides of 
the ball for Coach Justin Kropka's team 

See, OVAC, Page B2 
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Ohio tabs 
receivers 
for OVAC· 
A-S Game 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

MARTINS FERRY - Karl Justus 
plans to mix the run and ·pass tllrough his 
spread-offense attack during the annual 
OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football 
Grune. 

With a solid pair of quarterbacks in 
place, Justus announced the wide 
receivers for his terun, which 1)egins camp 
on July 15 in preparation for the game, 
which will be held one week later at the 
Dave Bruney Football Complex. 

''We have good size and good speed at 
wide receiver," Justus said. ''I think these 
kids will be more 

. than adequate." 
Here's a cap­

sule look at the 
• players: 

iACH GILL, 
East Liverpool -
This Potters 
standout had a big 
season for Coach 
Josh Ludwig's 
squad last fall. 
• The 6-2, 210 
pounder caught 42 passes for 443 yards 
and six touchqowns last season to set a 
school record. He also owns the single­
grune record with 11 receptions for 1 I 0 
yards. 

He earned the school's Craig Burdick 
Award, which goes to the offensive MVP. 

I Along with football, Gill was also 
active in Relay for Life and Special 

' Olympics. 
I Zach, who Is the son of Tom and Kar­
l rie Gill, plans to attend Westminster Col-

lege. • 
JUSTYN KEYSER, Bellaire - This 

Big Reds' standout was an impact player 

See, OHIO, Page 82 

W. Va. sets 
receivers 
for OVAC 
A-S Game 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Edttor 

McMECHEN· - The West Virginia 
squad won't hesitate to put the ball in the 
air during the annual OV AC Rudy Mum­
ley All-Star Football Grune. 

And why would it? 
Coach John Durdines and his staff 

hav~ a plethora of possibilities at wide 
receiver for the grune against Ohio that is 
sla\ed for July 22 at the Dave Bruney 
Football Complex in Martins Ferry 

''We Jove the blend of guys we have" 
Dutdines said, "We have two really big 
athletic exceptional receivers and w~ 
-havi, a Jot of guys who can also go into 
the -slot We think if we can get guys in 
s~ace we can be a matcbup nightmare 
with our speed," 

-Here's a capsule look at the players: 
JOHN BURKHALTER, Wheeling 

Central - This talented wide receiver 
was a multi-year standout for Coach 
Mike Young's terun. 

The 6-1, 18 0 pounder was named 
first-team all-state and was a first-team· 
all-OV AC. He was also a Big 22 nonai­
nee. 

Burkhalter, who is the son of Eric and 
Sharon Burkhalter, plans to attend West 
Liberty. 

BRANDON HALL, Parkersburg 
South - This former Patriot had an 
impressive career for Coach Mike Eddy's 
terun. • 

The 6-3, 210 pounder was an all­
OV AC honoree multiple times and also 
nruned to the all-TRAC squad. He was a 
special mention all-state pick, too. 

Brandon is the son of Charles and 
Crystal Hall. 

JACOB MURRAY, This former 
Cadet was a go-to-guy for Coach B.J. 
Depew's terun in the passing game. 

The 6-1, 18 5 pounder caught 24 pass­
es for 413 yards. He also bad 6 l tackles 
and five interceptions from his defensive 
back post. He connected on 29 point 
after touchdowns. • 

. Murray was nruned all-Valley and all­
T!ll1es Leader. 

Along with football, he's active as a 
Linsly Day Crunp counselor and also in 

I
' the Spanish Club. 

Jacob, who plans to attend Ohio Uni­
versity, Is the son of Jim and Kelly Mur-

See, W. VA., Page 82 
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• Ohio,---------
conunued from Page 91 

on ~th sides of the ball for Coach Mark Spigarelli's 

team. . 
The 6-2, 170 pounder finished his career with 85 

receptions for 980 yards and six touchdowns. He had 38 
of those catches and all of his touchdowns as a senior. On 
the defensive side, he finished with 207 career solo luck­
ies, 2 7 passes defensed and six Interceptions. 

Keyser was a third-terun all-Ohio pick and named to the 
all-OVAC, all-Buckeye 8, all-Times Leader, All-Vulley 
and all-Eastern District first teams'. 

Also a standout in track, Keyser was all-Ohio in three 
events (high hurdles, intermediate hurdles, 4x2) as a sen­
ior. He ulso played in both the OV AC and District 12 All­
Star Basketball Grunes. 

Keyser, who is the son of Jeff and Jill Keyser, plans to 
attend Belmont College. 

, TROY PONTIUS , Buckeye Trail - This former 
Warrior did basically everything except sell popcorn for 
Coach Donnie Kerns' terun. 

Shining as a quarterback, Pontius passed for 1,009 
yards, rushed for 1,803 and caught pa_sses worth 495 
yards en route to 36 touchdowns during his prep career. 

Pontius was a third-terun all-Ohio ·pick as a senior. He 
was all-OV AC, all-PVC, all-Eastern District following 
last season. 

Pontius, who plans to attend Marietta College, is the 
son of Brenda and Tim Pontius. 

DANNY ZDINAK , Toronto - This former Red 
Knight affected games In a bevy of ways for Coach Eric 
Meek's team. 

The 5-11, 170 pounder rushed for 436 yard~ and nine 
touchdowl)s; caught I I passes for 225 yards and 3 touch­
downs and had four interceptions along With 65 tackles 
from his secondary spot. He also kicked for the Knights, 
connecting on 36 PATs and three field goals. 

Zdinak was named third-team all-Ohlo, first-team all­
Eastern District, all-OV AC, all-Valley and· all-Quad 
County. 

Zdinak, who plans to play baseball at Ashland Universi­
ty, is the son of Dan and Debra Zdinak. 

• W.Va.---------
continued from Page B1 

ray. 
DONOVAN SPENCER, Weir - This former Red-­

Rider speedster could affect a game in a myriad of ways . 
for Coach Tony Filberto's team. 

The 5-10, I 70 pounder rushed for 1,121 yards and 11 
touchdowns. He caught 21 passes for .500 yards and four 
touchdowns and he passed for 700 yards and nine touch-
downs.during his career. . 

Spencer, also a multiple-time sprint state champion in 
track, was named all-state, all-OVAC and all-Valley. 

Donovan, who is the son of Gerard and Frances 
Spencer, plans to attend St Francis University. 

CHRIS Y ACHINI, Brooke, - This former Bruin bud 
a big season for Coach Mac McLean's team last season. 

The 6-2, 185 pounder caught passes covering 995 
yards und I 1 touchdowns. He accounted for. 1,515 all­
purpose yards. He had 70 tackles on the defensive side of 
the ball along with two sacks. 

For his efforts, he was numed first-team all-state, all­
USA Today West Virginia and all-Valley cuptain. 

Along with football, Yachini was an all-state basketball 
selection. 

Chris, who is the son of former OV AC all-star Rob 
Yachinl, plans to attend West Virginia University. 
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W.Va. Squad Has Plenty of Weapons at WR 
By SETH STASKEY 

• For The Intelligencer 
McMECHEN - The West 

Virginia squad won't hesitate to 
put the ball in the air during the 
annual OV AC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football Game. 

And why would it? 
Coach John Durdines and his 

staff have a plethora of possibili­
ties at wide receiver for the game 
against Ohio that is slated for 
July 22.at the Dave Bruney.Foot­
ball Complex in Martins Ferry. 

"We love the blend of guys we 
have,"' Durdines said. "We have 

WEAPONs----~-
(Continued from Page 13) 

The 5-10, 170-pounder 
rushed for 1,121 yards and 
11 touchdowns. He caught 
21 passes for 500 yards 
and four touchdowns and 
he passed for 700 yards and 
nine touchdowns during his 
career. 

Spencer, also a multiple­
time sprint state champion 
in track, was named all­
state, All-OV AC and All­
Valley. 

Donovan, who is the son 
of Gerard and Frances 
Spencer, plans to attend St. 
Francis University. 

CHRIS Y ACHINI, 
Brooke - This former 
Bruin had a big season for 

Coaoh Mac McLean's team 
last season. 

The 6-2, 185-pounder 
caught passes covering 99 5 
yards and 11 touchdowns. 
He accounted for 1,515 all­
purpose yards. He had 70 
tackles on the defensive 
side of the ball along with 
two sacks. 

For his efforts, he was 
named first team all-state, 
All-USA Today West Vir­
ginia and AU-Valley cap­
tain. 

Along with football, 
Yachini was an all 0 state 
basketball selection. 

Chris, who is the son of 
former OV AC all-star Rob 
Yachini, plans to attend 
West Virginia University. 

All-OV AC honoree multiple 
times and also named to the All­
TRAC squad. He was a special 
mention all-state pick, too. 

Brandon is the son of Charles 
and Crystal Hall. 

JACOB MURl{AY, Llnsly 
- This former Cadet was a go­
to-guy for Coach B.J. Depew's 
team 10 tl1e passing game. 

The 6-1, 185-pounder caught 
24 passes for 41.3 yards: He also 
had 63 tackles and five intercep­
tions from his defensive back 
post. He connected on 29 point 
after touchdowns. 

Murray w11s named All-Valley 
and All-Times Leader. 

Along with football, he's 
active as a Linsly Day Camp 
counselor and also 10 the Spanish 
Club. 

Jacob, who plans to attend 
Ohio University, is the son of Jim 
and Kelly Murray. 

DONOVAN SPENCER, 
W cir - This former Red' Rider 
speedster could affect a game in a 
myriad of ways for Coach Tony 
Filberto's team. 

See WEAPONS, Page 14 
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Justus 
Loves 
His Line 

By SETH S'.fASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

MARTINS FERRY 
High school football always 
seems to boil clown to line 
play. 

Regardless if it's regular 
season or an all-star game, 
being able to win the game in 
the trenches is paramount. 

Ohio head coach Karl Jus­
tus is aware of that and 
believes his squad will be 
more than ready up front for 
the annual OV AC Rudy 
Mumlcy All-Star Football 
Game, which is slated for 
Martins Ferry's Dave Bruney 
Football Complex two weeks 
from tonight. 

"Our offensive and defen­
sive lines Should be good," 
Justus said. "We have some 
big kids who seem to all 
move well. We have guys 
who arc good at pass and run 
blocking. Plus, they're all 
fairly vcrsal'ilc and can play a 
lot of different positions up 
front." 

Herc's a capsule look at 
the players: 

TERRY ADKINS, 
Beaver Local - This former 
Beaver shined at defensive 
end for then head coach Jere­
my McElroy's team. 

The 6-foot-2, 248 
pounder recorded 8 8 pan­
cake blocks during his senior 
season en route to third team 
All-Ohio honors. He was a 

Please See ,JUSTUS, Page 10 
\;,:t 
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( Continued from Page 9) 
fin;t team All-Eastern Dis­
trict pick and also named a 
Columbiana County All­
Star. 

Terry. who plans on 
attending Thiel College, is 
the son of Kim and Dave 
Gauley. · 

BEN DA VIS, Toronto 
- This former Red Knight 
was a two-,way standout for 
Coach Eric Meek's team, 
shining at tackle. 

On the defensive side, 
the 6-2, 220. pounder 
recorded 41 tackles, I. 5 
sacks and recovered a fum­
ble. 

Davis was named to the 
Quad County All-Star 
Team. 

Ben, who is the son of 
Doug Davis and Lisa Feist, 
plans to attend Pittsburgh 
Techoical College. 

JACK DA VIS, Martins 
Ferry - This former Pur­
ple Rider caused opposing 
offenses all sorts of prob­
lems from his defensive end 
position. 

The 6-2, 205 pounder 
posted 45 tackles, 6:5 sacks 
and broke up six passes. He 
also saw time at tight end, 
making eight catches for 
140 yards and a touch­
down.· 

Davis was a third team 
All-Ohioan, All-OV AC, 
All-Eastern District and 
All-Times Leader selection. 
He was also one of the >Five 
Blocks of Granite. 

Jack, who plans to attend 
West Liberty, is the son of 
Amanda Bal<er. 

TREY ELERICK, St. 
Clairsville - This former 
Red Devil anchored the 
offensive line for Coach 
Brett McLean's team. 

A three-year starter at 
center, the 5-11, 185 
pounder averaged a 90-per­
cent grade. He also served 
as the long snapper. 

Elcrick was named All­
OV AC, All-Valley, All­
Eastern District and was 
twice named Hog of the 
Y car A ward witmer. 

Along with football, 
Elerick shined in track and 
field, was a member of the 
National Honor Society and 
was Vice President of the 
French Club. 

Trey, who plans to attend 
Ohio State University. is 
the son of Diane Elerick 
and the late Sean Elerick. • 

MASON LADYGA, 
River - This forn1er Pilot 
was a mainstay along the 
offensive and defensive 
lines for Coach Mike Flan­
nery's tean1. 

The 6-2, 235 pounder 
was a four-year starter 011: 
both lines. He finished with 
44 tackles, IO solo tackles 
and 34 assists. Five of 
those went for a loss. 

Ladyga's fine season was 
a. first team All-OV AC, 
All-Eastern District and 
special mention All-Ohio 
selection. 

Along with football, 
Ladyga was a member of 
the National Honor Society, 
he volunteered at the Bel­
mont County Election 
Board and was a member of 
the Art and Spanish Club. 

Mason, who plans to 
attend Belmont College, is. 
the son of Doug and Lea 
Ladyga. 

LUKE MATUSIK, 
River - This two-way 
standout put forth a brilliant 
final campaign - and 
career - for Flanncry's 
Pilots. 

The 6-2, 205 pounder 
recorded 6 7 tackles, includ­
ing 2 9 solos. He had I 0 
sacks and l 9 tackles for 
loss. He graded out at 91 
percent from his left tackle 
spot. 

.Matusik was recognized 
as All-OVAC, All-Eastern 
District, All-Ohio honor­
able mention and won the 
individual top honor at the 
Big Cat Lineman Chal­
lenge. 

Matusik was also a dele-

gate to Buckeye Boys State. 
Luke, who plans to 

attend Belmont College to 
study welding, is the son of 
Mike and Shawna Matusik. 

DONNIE MEADOWS, 
Shadyside - This former 
Tiger was a mainstay on 
both sides of the line for 
Coach Mark Holenka's 
Tigers. 

The 6-3, 280 pounder 
posted 143 career tackles 
and graded out at 93 per­
cent as a senior along the 
offensive line. ' 

Twice, Meadows was 
named All-OV AC. He was 
a second-team All-Ohio 
pick as a senior and was 
also first team All-Eastern 
District and All-Times 
Leader. 

Donnie, who is the son 
of Don and Amanda Mead­
ows, is undecided about his 
future plans. 

FREDDIE PLUM, East 
Liverpool - This former 
Potte.r was a standout along 
the defensive line for Coach 
Josh Ludwig's squad. 

The 6-6, 265 pounder 
posted 192 tackles, includ­
mg 45 for loss. He also had 
14 sacks, three fumble 
recoveries and four forced 
fumbles during his career. 

Plum was named to the 
Quad County All-Star 
Team and was a Blocks of 
Grnnite nominee. 

Freddie, who plans to 
attend West Virginia State, 
is the son of Molly Moffett 
and Nate Moffett. 

SAM ROBINSON. 
Indian Creek - This for­
mer Redskin was a two­
way force for Coach 
Andrew Connor's squad 
last season. 

The 6-0. 240 pounder 
was named first team All­
Eastern District and special 
mention All-Ohio. 

Robinson is also a mem­
ber of the National Honor 
Society, Key Club and 4H. 

Sam, who plans to attend 
West Virginia University, is 
the son of David and Julie 
Robinson. 

BRENTON STULL, 
Harrison Central - This 
former Huskie played a 
bevy of positions along Ute 
line for Coach Justin Krop­
ka's team. 

The 5-11, 245 pounder 
lettered four times and was 
named All-Eastern District 
three times. He was second 
team All-Ohio and served 
as a team captain. 

Along with football, Stull 
was a standout in wrestling, 
too. . 

Brenton, who plans to 
attend Thiel College, is the 
son of Brian and Suzanne 
Stull. 

DOM WALLA CE, 
Martins Ferry - This for­
mer Purple Rider played 
both ways exceptionally 
well for Coach Dave 
Bruney's team. 

The 6-0, 290 pounder 
was a two-way tackle for 
the Riders and earned sev­
eral postseason honors. 

Wallace was also an All­
Ohioan in wrestling, plac­
ing third in the OHSAA's 
state wrestling tournament 
at 285 pounds. . 

Dom, who plans to 
attend Kent State Tus­
carawas to wrestle, is the 
son of Shawna Watts. 

KYLE WILSON, 
Buckeye Tr-Ji! - This for­
mer Warrior shined on botl1 
sides of 'the ball for Coach 
Donnie Kerns' team. 

The 5-'11, 260 
pounder was a leader on 
the offensive line from 
his guard spot and defen­
sively he lo~ged 24 tack­
les, includrng nine for 
loss from his defensive 
tackle spot. 

Wilson was named sec­
ond-team Eastern District 

• and first-team PVC. He was 
a honorable mention Ali­
OV AC Class 3A pick. 

Kyle is the son of Brian 
and Vicki Wilson. 
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Durdines Values Effort Along Line for W.Va. 
By SETH STASKEY 

For the News-Register 
McMECHEN - John Dur­

dines admitted that sometimes 
evaluating linemen on film can 
be tough. 

So, he went to the coaches and 
sought opinions on one major 
quality. . 

"Effort was a big thing we 
were looking for," Durdines said. 
"You can teach scheme and 
things, but you have to effort 
from those guys up front." 

The West Virgmia head co~ch 
believes he's found that with the 

' group of linemen he's selected 

for the annual OVAC Rudy Filberto's squad. 
Mumley All-Star Game, /-Q~~;;;;;;:=: The 6 - foot- I, 
which is slated for July 225-pounder fin-
22 at Martins Ferry's ished his career with 
Dave Bruney Football 176 tackles, 38 
Complex. sacks, seven forced 

"We have kids who fumbles, four furn-
have pretty good size ble recoveries and 
and they seem to be able 'fl ~II two interceptions. 
to move pretty well," Dur- • ~ ~U He was twice named 
dines offered. "We're excited to first team all-state, All-
see them gel together." OV AC and All-Valley. He was 

Here's a capsule look at the also listed as all-state according 
players: to USA Today and was a 

JORDAN ALLEN,'Welr - WTOV-9 Block of Granite award 
This former Red Rider shined at winner. 
defensive end for Coach Tony Jordan, who plans to attend 

I LINE -. ----~ 
Continued from page CJ 

The 6-4, 225-pounder The 6-2, 220-pounder 
served as a team captain was. recognized as second 
and was named first team team All-OV AC. 
All-OV AC, All-Valley Travis, who plans to 
and third team all-state. attend West Liberty, is the 

Along with football f K 
James is a standout in th~ son o en and Rachel 
1 Pans .. 

c assroom as a National Z~CK MARTIN, Uni-· 
Honor Society and Stu- vcrs1ty - This former 
dent Council member. Hawk was an offensive 

Lander, who plans to tackle for John Kelley's 
attend Faumont ,State, is team. 
the son of Eric James and The 6-0, 305-pounder 
Courtney Appellenzor. earned honorable mention 

JACOB KEREKES All-OVAC. 
John Marshall - Thi; Zack is the sari of 
Monarch graduate served Royce Martin. 
a~ nose guard and offen- PEYTON POWRO-. 
s1ve tackle for Coach Rick ZNIK, University _ 
Goodrich's team. This former Hawk was the 

The 6-0, 300-pounder center and a defensive line 
po~ted 25 tackles, 20 standout for Kelley's 
assms and three sacks as a team. 
sentor en route to earning The 6-2, 250-pounder 
All-TRAC .and honorable finished with 22 tackles, 
mention All-OV AC. mcluding nine sacks and 

Jacob, who plans to 4.5 tackles for loss. 
attend West Liberty, is the Powroznik was named 
son of Ron and Melissa second team all-state, first 
Kerekes: team All-OV AC and All-

LOGAN KRANIS TRAC. 
Oak Glen - This forme; . A standout in academ­
Golden Bear was impres- ,cs, Powroznik is a mem­
s1ve on both sides of the ber _of the National Honor 
ball for Coach Ted Society. 
Arneault's team. Peyto. n, who is the son 

The 6-3, 282-pounder f K k 
posted 38 solo tackles and O 

If_· and Kristi 
58 total stops us a sen1·or. Powrozmk, plans to attend West Virginia. • 
He was named his team's JACK RAITZ, Park­
?:J;nsive Player of the • crsburg South _ This .. 

former Patriot shined at a 
A standout in the class- be_vy of spots for Coach 

room, Kranis is a member Mike Eddy's team. 
of the Key Club and Busi- The 5. 9, ZOO-pounder 
n_es~ Club, V:hile also par- saw time at guard and. at 
t1c1patrng Ill ·track and b_oth defensive line and 
wrestling. 1 b k 

Locfan, who plans to .c~~:e/c ·er during his 
atten Waynesburg, is the • Raitz was named sec­
son of R?bert and Cassan- ond team all-state and f1'rst dra Krarns. 

TRAVIS LOWTHER team.All-OVAC. 
Weir _ This former Red Jack, who plans to 
Rider was a two-way tack- attend Wes\ Vir~inia, is 
1 , the son of Bnan and. 
e ,or Filberto's squad. Christa Raitz. . 

West Liberty, is the son of Lou Kemoathe Green. 
,md Sheila Allen. DANTE CARLIER, Mor-

HAYDEN BERRY, Wheel- gantown - This former Mohi­
lng Park - This former Patriot gun helped anchor the offensive 
shined on both sides of the ball line for Coach Matt Lacy's team. 
for Coach Chris Daugherty's The 5-10, 260-pounder paved 
team. . the way for a 1,300-yard rusher. 

The 5-9, 220-pounder was a Dante, who. is the son of 
key cog on both fronts. Defeo- Brandy earlier, plans to attend 
sively, he had 21 tackles, includ- West Virginia. 
ing 11 solo. He also had 1.5 LANDER JAMES, Cameron 
sacks. • - This two-year starter helped 

Berry was named all-TRAC anchor the offensive line from his 
and served as a team captain. center spot for Couch Scott 

Hayden, who plans to attend Holt's team. 
West Virginia University, is the 
son of Heather Berry and Please see Line, Page C5 



By SETH STASKEY 
llmes Leader Sports E~itor 

MARTINS FERRY - High 
school football always seems to boil down to line play. , 

Regardless if it's regular s_,a­son or an all-star gatpe, bemg able to, win the game in the 
trenches is paramount 

Ohio head coach K~ Justus Is 
certainly aware o~ 'that and believes his squad will be more than ready up front for the annual av AC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game, which is slated for Martins Ferry's Dave Bruney 
Football Complex two weeks 

vvest Liberty; ls the son of Board and a member of the Amanda Baker. Art and Spanish Club. TREY ELERICK, St. . Mason, who plans to Clairsville - This former attend Belmont College, is Red Devil anchored the the son of Doug and Lea offensive line for Coach Ladyga ' Brett McLean's team. LUKE MATUSIK, A three-year starter at River - This two-way center, the 5-1 I, 185 standout put forth a brilliant pounder averaged a 90 per- final campaign - and cent grade. He also served' career - for Flann.ery' s as the long snapper. Pilots. Elerick was named all- The 6-2, 205 pounder OVAC, all-Valley, all-East- recorded 67 tackles, includ­ern District and was twice ing 29 solos. He had 10 named Hog of the Year sacks and 19 tackles for Award winner. loss. He graded out at 9 L Along with football,' percent from his left tackle Elerick shined in track and. spot ' field, was a member of the Matusik was recognized National Honor Soclety and as all-OV AC, all-Eastern was Vice President of the Distric~ all-Ohio honorable French Club. mention and won the indi-Trey, who plans to attend victual top honor at the Big Ohio State University, is Cat Lineman Challenge. the son of Diane Elerick Matusik was also a dele-and the late Sean Elerick. gate to Buckeye Boys State. MASON LADYGA, . Luke, who plans to River - This former Pilot attend Belmont College to was a mainstay along the study welding, is the son of offensive and defensive Mike and Shawna Matusik. lines for Coach Mike Flan- DONNIE MEADOWS, nery's team.· Shadyside -'- This former The 6-2, 235 pounder Tiger was a mainstay on both was a four-year starter on sides of the line for Coach both lines. He finished with Mark Holenka's Tiger.;. 44 tackles, .JO solo tackles The 6-3, 280 pounder: and 34 assists. Five of posted 143 career tackles those went for a loss. and graded out at 93 per-Lndyga's fine season was cent as a senior along the a first-team all-OV AC, all- offensive line. Eastern District and special Twice, Meadows was mention all-Ohio selection. named all-OVAC. He was a Along with football, second-te;up all-Ohio pick Ladyga was a member of as a senior and was also the National Honor Society, first'team all-Eastern Dis­he volunteered at the Bel- trict and all-Times Leader. 

THE PULSE BF WCIIL SPORTS 

Don and Amanda Mead- team all-Ohio and served as ows, is undecided about his a team captain. future plans. Along with football, Stull FREDDIB PLUM, East was a standout in wrestling, Liverpool - This former too. Potter was a standout along Brenton, who plans to the defensive line for Coach attend Thiel College, is the Josh Ludwig's squad. son of Brian and Suzanne The 6-6, 265 pou1;1der Stull. posted 192 tackles, includ- DOM WALLACE, ing 45 for Joss: He also had Martins Ferry - ThJs for-14 sacks, three fumble mer Purple Rider played recoveries and four forced both ways exceptionally fumbles duting his career. ·well for Coach Dave Plum was named to the Bruney's team. Quad County AU-Star The 6-0, 290 pounder Team and was a Blocks of was a two-way tackle for Granlte nominee. the Riders and earned sev-Freddle, who plans to era! post-season honors. . attend West Virginia State,. Wallace was also an nil­ls the son of Molly Moffett Ohioan in wrestling, plac­and Nate Moffett. Ing third in the OHSAA's. SAM ROBINSON, Ind!- state wrestling tournament an Creek - This former at 285 pounds. Redskin was a two-way Dom, who plans to force for Coach Andrew attend Kent State Tus­Connor's squad last season. carawas to wrestle, is the The 6-0, 240 pounder son of Shawna Watts. was named first-team all- KYLE WILSON, Buck­Eastern District and special eye Trail - This former mention all-Ohio. Warrior shined on both Robinson ,is also a mem- sides of the ball for Coach ber of the National Honor Donnie Kerns' team. Society, Key Club and 4H. The 5-11, 260 pounder Sam, who plans to attend was a leader on the offen- ·' .West Virginia University, is sive line from his guard the son of David and Julie spot and defensively he Robinson. Jogged 24 tackles, includ-BRENTON STULL, ing nine for loss from his Harrison Central - This defensive tackle spot former Huskle played a Wilson was named sec­bevy of positions along the 011d-team Eastern District line for Coach Justin Krop- and first-team PVC. He was ka's team. a honorable mention all-The 5-11, 245 pounder OV AC Class 3A pick. lettered four times and was Kyle is the son of Brian named all-Eastern District ' and Vicki Wilson. 


