hittington, McElroy
named as coaches
for OVAC grid game

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Just 26 weeks from today, football makes its
ret}[l‘fln té: the Ohio Valley. ¢ e 1ts grand
_ ¢ 70th annual Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game
is slated for Sunday, July 26 at Wheeling Island Stadium.

OVAC Executive Secretary Tom Rataiczak and
Mumley Game Director Bob Koch formally extended the
head coaching invitations to Oak Glen’s Ian Whittington
and Beaver Local’s Jeremy McElroy recently.

Whittington will guide the Mountain State squad, while
McElroy will lead Team Ohio onto the field for the annu-
al summer sporting spectacle,

McElroy didn’t graduate from an OVAC school. He's
an East Palestine graduate, but he’s been to the game a
l\lfz;lxﬁllui of times and understands its meaning to the Ohio

ey.

*(St. Clairsville head coach) Brett McLean and I were
college roomumates (at Mount Union) and the first time I
attended the game was when he was the head coach,”
McE]roy, said. “I've been down to a couple since then
when we’ve had players take part in it.”

Each time that McElroy, who has been the Beaver
Local head coach for three season, has attended he’s come
ava:gljtr’nn%reslsedlw%h the entire operation.

5 apsolutely first class,” McElroy said. “It’s a great
gzﬁn’f for the kids and it’s just a great atmosphere for %ootw

When Rataiczak called to extend the offer, McElro
tv;.ll;dbasiidll(% Gtxléned. "{lhe Beavers finished 6-4, but werg

in the standings, whi ili
fhird In th 25, which are utilized to choose

“I wasn’t expecting the chance at all,” McElroy sai
e ! { , aid.

It's really humbling to be a part of it because kanow
how big of a game this is for everyone in the valley.”

In the rotation that the OVAC utilizes, it’s Class 4A’s
opportunity to coach the game.

That made Whittington and the Golden Bears staff the
obvious choice since Ouk Glen is the only Class 4A mem-
bc{‘ I(n:E ‘tct[]e \’Vi\cst Virginia side of the river,

idn’t know exactly that it was (Class 4A’s) year
t‘)}ll"th I knew 1tt had to blc]: coming soon,” Whittingtogl Ss(aid.’

15 1s Just a pgreat honor to have the o i

coach West Virginia in this game.” pportunity to

Unlike his Ohio counterpart, Whittington - a 2003
83&?1:%1 1%‘r::u:luate Im grew up watching the OVAC

ame, making yearly trips to Wheeling sinc
yeyiqgster mbHancock C‘eunlzy. £ Fvee

‘I remember sitting up in the stands as a little kid and
'watchmg this game and seeing all the different helmets
and logos just dreaming of being down on that field,”
Whittington said. “Being around the game, I realize how
much pride is involved with both states and the kids. We
hope to represent West Virginia the best we can.”

The Golden Bears finished the season 2-8 as |

Whittington wrapped up his third season at the helm.

The coaches will receive their nominee information this
week at a meeting and then begin the process of selecting
their teams, which will begin camp on Sunday, July 19,

He wasn’t kidding.

Backﬁeklﬁeady
For W.Va. Team

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer
When he started building his roster, Oak Glen’s Ian
Whittington knew he’d have plenty of options at quar-
terback and running back, ‘

The West Virginia head coach announced his options

" in the backfield that will vye for playing time during
camp at Bethany College leading up to the 70th annual

Rudy Mumlcy

VAC All-Star Game that’s set for Sun-

day, July 26th at Wheeling Island Stadium.

“We have some very talented guys {o compete at
quarterback and running back,” Whittington said. “We
have four talented quartérbacks on the roster, but they're
also capable of helping on defense.”

The guarterbac
Paden

battle is expected to be between
ity’s Zach Heasley, Weir's William Larch,

Bishop Donahue's Jesse Padlow and Brooke’s Aaron

Walker.

ty’s Jace Neville.

Brent Croasmun.

touchdowns as a senior,
19 touchdowans as a junior.
For his efforts, he was named first-team all-OVAC,
all-Mason Dixon, special mention ali-state and second-
teamn ail-Valley after both of his last two campaigns. .
Along with football, Heasiey was a standout in bas-
kethall and baseball for the Wildcats.

Please See OVAC Page 15

Whittington is_also high on his running backs, who
consists of Clay-Battelle’s Jacoby Steele and Universi-

I love the group of running backs,” Whittington said.
“They’re hard-nosed kids, who are talented and big. We
have good speed there, 100.” :

Here’s a capsule look at the players:

ZACH HEASLEY, Paden City — This former
Wildeat had a pair of big seasons under head coach

The 6-4, 230 pounder passed for 1,561 yards and 10
e threw for 1,696 yards and .

OVAC

(Continued from Page 13)

Heasley, who plans 1o attend
West Virginia Wesleyan to play
football, 1s the son of Ron and
Krissy Heasley.

WILLIAM LARCH, Weir
High - This former Red Rider
had a big season both running
and throwing the ball for Coach
Tony Filberto’s squad.

The 6-1, 215 pounder ran for
1,116 yards and 13 touchdowns.
On top of that, he threw for
1,741 yards and 15 touchdowns.

The four-year starter was
named captain of the second-
team all-state squad after last
season and was named honorable
mention all-state in 2013. He

was all-OVAC after both cam-
paigns.

Undecided about his future
plans, William is the son of
Michael and Deborah Larch.

JACE NEVILLE, University
— 'This versatile offensive play-
er saw action in a bevy of spots
for John Kelley's team.

The 5-8, 175 pounder lined p

up at slot, running back and was
a legitimate weapon as a return
man.

Jace, who is the son of Jim -

and Kellie Neville, plans to
attend Shepherd University to
play football.

JESSE PADLOW, Bishop
Donahue — This quarterback

put forth a simply brilliant career
for head coach John Durdines
and the Bishops.

The 6-2, 160 pounder fin-
ished his career with 6,302
yards passing and 61 touch-
downs. All told, he accounted
for 71 touchdowns. He ran for
692 yards and completed 400
A55€S,

Padlow’s antics didn’t go
unnoticed. He was first-team all-
state Class A as both a junior
and senior along with all-OVAC,

Along with football, Padlow
was a standout for the Bishops’
basketball and baseball teams.

Jesse, who is the son of Jake
Padlow, plans on attending West

Liberty University.

JACOBY STEELE, Clay-
Battelle ~ This two-way stand-
out had a huge season for Coach
Ryan Wilson’s squad last fall.

The 6-0, 220 pounder ran for
816 yards and 10 touchdowns as
a senior, All told, he amassed
2,418 yards and 35 touchdowns.
He also served as the CeeBees’
kicker and defensively he had 65
tackles and 13 sacks as a senior.

Steele’s scasOn Was recog-
nized as first-team all-state, all-
OVAC and all-Mason Dixon.

Off the football field, Stecle is
the Student Body and Class
President. He’s a member of the
National Honor Society and

Boys State.

Jacoby, who is the son of
Doug and Beth Steele, plans on
attending Shepherd University.

AARON WALKER, Brooke
— This former Bruin had a big
season for rookie head coach
Mac McLean.

The 6-0, 200 pounder passed
for 2,500 yards and 16 touch-
downs. He was also an effective
runner with 13 touchdowns.’

Walker was named second-
team all-TRAC and honorable
mention all-state as both a junior
and senior.

Aaron, who is the son of Bill
Walker, plans on attending Way-
nesburg University.



By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

All-star games usually fea-
ture a lot of passes being
thrown.

. Ohio head coach Jeremy
McElroy has pleaty of options
to catch passes for the 70th
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Game, which is set for
Sunday, July 26 at Wheeling
Island Stadium,

, When camp opens S

| afternoon at Bethany Co

ay
| ge’

IcElroy has

McElroy has no fewer than
nine options at wide receiver.

"I think (receiver) is one of
the real strengths of our team,"
McElroy said. "We have a lot
of guys who can make some
plays and we have a lot of
speed there, too. T reaily like
this group.”

* The receivers' group con-
sists of I.C. Coleman (St.
Clairsville), Jack Fitch
(Martins  Ferry), Malik
Gummer (St. Clairsyille),
Riley Hayhurst (CamBtidge),

Lucas Herrington
{Steubenville), Branden Jones
(Steubenville}, Kalub Mitchell
(Harrison Central), Hunter
Westlake (Bellaire) and Dylan
Wood (Meadowbrook).

‘Here's a capsule look at the
players: h

J.C. COLEMAN, s,
Clairsville -~ This former Red
Devil was a big-play threat for
Coach Brett McLean's squad.

The 6-1, 170 pounder
caught 12 passe
yards, which is an

lenty of receiver options

33 yards a catch, He scored six
touchdowns. He was also a
special teams standout with a
25-yard average on kick
retem, - .

As 1 defensive back,
Coleman was slid with five
interceptions and 11 passes
broken up.

For his work, he was an all-
Eastern District pick.

Coleman, who plans to
attend Ohio University
Eastern, is the son of Tony and

McElroyw f

Continued from Page B1

Lori Coleman,

JACK FITCH, Martins Ferry --
This speedster gave Coach Dave
Bruney's Purple Riders the ability to
stretch the field,

The 6-0, 165 pounder caught 22
passes and scored seven touch-
downs, He was also a standout as a
‘Punter, averaging 43 yards a kick en
roite to first-team all-Chio honors,

Fitch was first-team all-Eastern
District, all-OVAC, all-Times
Leader and served as a team captain.

Along with football, Fitch was a
four-year standout in track and field.

Away from athletics, he was a
member of the National Honor
Society.

Jack, who is the son of Dirk and
Mary Beth Fitch, plans on attending
Wheeling Jesuit to run track,

MALIK GUMMER, St,
Clairsville -- This former Red Devil
was the ultimate home-run hitier for
McLean's squad. ‘

The 5-10, 160 pounder caught
32 passes for 775 yars and 13
touchdowns. He also had a score as
a kick returner,

For his efforts, Gummer was
named. third-team ail-Ohio, team
MVP, first-team all-District, all-
OVAC and all Times Leader.

Malik, who is the son of Bobbi
Rice and Courtney Gummer, plans
on attending Mt. Union to play foot-
ball.

RILEY HAYHURST,
Cambridge -- This former Bobcat
was a go-td-guy in the passing game
for Ceach Kevin Gunn's squad.

The 6-0, 165 pounder caught 75
passes for 610 yard and two touch-
downs during his career. He was
also in on 118 tackles and had six

interceptions.

Hayhurst was named second-
tcam all-Ohio, all-OVAC, all-
Eastern District and all-ECOL.

Along with football, Hayhurst
was class president and is a member
of . the Ohio Model of United
Nations.

Riley, who plans on attending
Dennison University, is the son of
James and Angie Hayhurst.

LUCAS HERRINGTON,
Steubenville -- This talented former
Big Red standout was the premier
pass catcher for Coach Reno
Saccoccia's team.

The 6-1, 170 pounder caught 77
passes for 1,407 yards and 14
touchdowns.

Herrington was named first-team
all-Eastern District, all-OVAC, all-
Quad County and special mention
all-Ohio.

Herrington was also a standout in
baseball and basketball.

Lucas, who plans on attending
Mt. Union, is the son of Rob and
Lainie Herrington.

. BRANDON JONES,
Steubenville -~ This former Big Red
tight end was a solid target for
Saccoccia's team.

The 6-2, 195 pounder was solid
both as a pass catcher and a blocker,
He was a third-team all-Ohioan.

Along with football, he was a
standout in wrestling, winning the
OVAC 182-pound title and qualify-
ing for the state tournament.

Branden is the son of Brian Jones
and Angela Jones.

KALUB MITCHELL, Harrison
Central -- This former Huskie was a
big-play threat for Justin Kropka's
team. :

The 6-0, 170 pounder was solid
on both sides of the ball en route to
first-team all-Eastern District, all-
OVAC, all-Buckeye 8 and honor-
able mention ail-Ohio.

Kalub, who is the son of Tonya
and Wayne Mitchell, is planning to
attend Ohio University.

HUNTER WESTLAKE,
Bellaire -~ This former Big Reds'
standout wore a lot of hats for
Coach Steve Andres' squad,

The 6-1, 195 pounder finished
his career with 563 yards and nine
touchdowns rushing. He also had 66
receptions for 860 yards and eight
touchdowns. He also handled the
punting duties with a 32.5 yard
average,

As a senior, Westlake earned
first-team all-Eastern District, all-
OVAC, all-Times Leader, all-Valley
and special mention all-Ohio.

Along with football, Westlake
was 4 standout in baseball and let-
tered in basketball.’

Hunter, who is the son of Paul
and Dawna Westlake, plans on
attending West Liberty to play base-
baii.

DYLAN WOOD, Meadowbrook
-- This former Colt was a standout
on both sides of the ball for Jesse
Wells' squad.

The.5-7, 160 pounder caught 21
passes as a wide receiver and
recorded 101 tackle and two inter-
ceptions as a safety. All told, he
scored seven touchdowns,

Wood was first-team all-Eastern
District, all-QVAC and honorable
mention all-Chio.

Dylan, who is the son of Tony
and Kim Wood, plans on attending
Mt. Union. :



By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

When Jeremy McElroy and his staff
began formulating their Ohio roster for the
70th annual Rudy Mamley OVAC All-Star
Football Game, they sought versatility.

And with the team in place, the current
Beaver Local head coach believes his team
has plenty of it,

“We've gone back-and-forth with some
positions for some guys because we want to
utilize their strengths as best we can,”
McElroy said. “We want to put them in situ-
ations that they're comfortable with.”

The lone quarterback on the Ohio roster is
St. John Central’s
Chaice Truex. .

Slated to carry OVAC All-Star

the ball for the Football
Buckeye State are | Who: Ohio vs. W.Va.

Monroe Central’s | When: Sunday, July
Levi . Brown, [e8at7 "
Shadyside’s Eric | Where: Wheeling
Howell and |lsland Stadium.
Cambridge s Tick;ts: Ava:tlable at
Maurice Lathun. | 80Y Aroger store.
guys play and we

know we have some guys who are good
backs with a nice combination of speed and
power,” McEloy said,

Here’s a capsule look at the players:

LEVI BROWN, Monroe Central — This
former Seminole was the go-to-guy for
Coach Jay Circosta’s team the last few sea-
s0ns.

The 5-5, 155 pounder finished his fine
career with-4,400 total yards and 39 touch-
downs. He ran for 2,900 yards and 33
scores, He had 600 yards receiving and 900
yards in retumns,

Brown was a second-team all-Ohio selec-
. tion and twice named first-team all-Eastern
i District and all-OVAC, He was named to the
all-PVC squad three times,

Along with football, Brown was a stand-
out for the Seminoles’ basketball team.

Levi, who plans on attending Baldwin-
Wallace University, is the son of Steve and
Richele Brown,

ERIC HOWELL, Shadyside - This
Tigers’ senior got it done on both sides of
the ball for Coach Mark Holenka’s team.

Offensively, Howell ran for 958 yards
and 20 touchdowns on 165 carries, As a

defensive end, he had 42 tackles and eight

sacks, :

Howell was listed on the all-Ohio, all-
OVAC, all-Eastern District, all-Times
Leader teams for football.

Away from the field, he was also a stand-
out in track and field, qualifying for the
regional on multiple occassions,

On top of his athletic exploits, he was the
salutatorian of his class, carrying a 4.039
grade point. He was a member of the OVAC

Seea, OVAC, Page C2 .
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Varsity Board, National
Honor Society, student
council and JETS,

Eric, who is the son of
Larry and Susan Howell,
plans on attending Mt.
Union.

MAURICE LATHUN,
Cambridge -~ This talented
Bobeats’ tailback pat forth
an impressive final cam-
paign for Coach Kevin
Gunn's squad last fall.

The 5-10, 185 pounder
ran for 1,800 yards and 23
touchdowns as the Bobceats’
primary taithack. :

Lathan was honored for
his season by earning all-
ECOL, all-OVAC, all-
Eastern District and honor-
able mention all-Ohio.

Maurice, who is the son of
Nicole McClelland and
Maurice Lathan Sr., plans on
attending Ohio  State
University,

CHAICE TRUEX, st
John Central —~ This former
Irish made his only seasen in
Jose Davis® offense a pro-
ductive one.

The 6-6, 245 pounder
threw for 1,500 yards and
23 touchdowns, He also ran
for five touchdowns. Prior to
playing quarterback for the
Irish, Truex was a reliable
target at tight end. He caught
52 batls for 913 yards and
11 touchdowns.

For his efforts, Truex was
recognized as all-Eastern
District, all-OVAC, all-
Times Leader, all-Valley,

Along with football,
Truex was a standout in bas-
ketball, earning all-Ohio
honors. He scored better
than 1,000 points in his

. career,

Chaice, who is the son of
Everette Gray Jr., will play -
basketball at Allegheny
College.



Dez Gers Pap

After holding out, Dez Bryant and the Dallas
Cowboys finally reach an agreement/16

@he Bntelligencer,

ORTS

1 NUNJUAT

Juty, 16 2015

Comics ..., 18

15

Whittington’s Receiving Core Ready

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

Getting the ball in the hands of the
athletes is the goal of every football
coach. o

That's exactly what West Virginia
head coach Ian Whittington plans on
doing through the passing game at the
70th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Football Game, which is scheduled
for Sunday, July 26 at Wheeling Island
Stadium.

With his quarterbacks and running
backs announced, Whittington named the
receivers, who will by vying for action
during camp next week at Bethany Col-
lege.

gSl:ltecl to be amongst the targets seek-
ing the playing time are Trevor Boot

(South), Garrett Cain (Morgantown),
Brendan Schwendeman (South), Micah
Swiger (Oak Glen) and Alex Whorton
(John Marshall}.

“There are some big-time playmakers

“both inside and outside in this group,”

Whittington said, “We have bigger tar-
gets on the outside and guys who are
good, solid route runners inside. We
have a lot of speed there, too. It's just a
good collection of athletes.”

Here’s a capsule look at the players:

TREVOR BOOT, Parkersburg South
— This tight end was a viable target and
blocker for Coach Mike Eddy’s team.

The 6-3, 210 pounder was a standout
on both sides of the ball, actually. From
his defensive end post, he was the Patri-
ots’ leading tackler. .

Boot was recognized on the all-state
honorable mention listing and all TRAC
squad,

Trevor, who plans on attending West
Virginia University, is the son of Grant
Boot and Melissa Powell,

GARRETT CAIN, Morgantown —
This former Mohigan had a big season
and career for Coach John Bowers’ team.

The 6-1, 190 pounder had 28 caiches
for 434 yard and five touchdowns. He
has also had 12 kick returns for 339
yards and a touchdown.

Cain’s work was recognized by his
selection to all-OVAC, all-TRAC and
special mention all state. He was the
team’s Mr. Offense award winner.

Along with his work on the field, Cain
is very active in the community through

several volunieer efforts.

Garrett, who is the son of Kevin and
Lesley Cain, plans on attending Concord
University.

BRENDAN SCHWENDEMAN,
Parkersburg South — This former Pati-
ot did a little bit of everything for Coach
Eddy’s team.

The 5-10, 170 pounder accounted for
1,200 all-purpose yards and 15 touch-
downs as a senior.

That followed a junior campaign in
which he went for more than 1,000 yards
and 10 touchdowns, ‘

He was named all-TRAC and special
mention ali-state after both his junior and
seDior seasons.

Please See OVAC, Page 17

OVAC-

(Continued from Page 15)

Along with athletics, Schwende-
man is a member of the National
Honor Society and a volunteer
with Special Olympics.

Brendan, who \Blans on attending
West Virginia Wesleyun to play
football, is the son of Jason and
Christie Schwendeman.

MICAH SWIGER, Cak Glen
~— This former Golden Bear was
the big-play artist for Whitting-
tom’s team the last few seasons,

The 5-7, 140 pound speedster
caught 38 passes for 395 yards
and four touchdowns, He was also
a threat in the kicking game with
three return touchdowns and 475
yards total. Defensively, he logged
nearly 40 tackies. '

Swiger’s season was recognized
by his placement on the all-state

team. He afso served on the
Golden Bears' football leadership
council.

Along with football, Swiger was

a standout in track. He won the
state long jump title as a sopho-
more.

Micah, who is the son of Glenn
and Sue Swiger, plans on attending
Pittsburgh Technical Institute.

ALEX WHORTON, John Mar-
shall — This former Monarch was
a two-way standout for Coach Rick
Goodrich’s team,

The 6-1, 170 pounder had 327
yards receiving and four touch-
downs. Defensively, he was in on

77 tackles and picked off a pass. ),
For his work on the field, Whor-
ton was named first-team all- "
OVAC, special mention all-state. -7

Along with football, Whorton
was a multiple-year letterman in
both basketball and baseball, He's *
also a member of the National
Honor Society and the Drug Free -
Club of America. .

Alex, who plans on attending ;
West Virginia University, is the -
son of Dan and Jeanne Whorton.

® Whittington
Continued from Page B1

SEAS0NS.
The 5-7, 140 pound speedster caught
38 passes for 395 yards and four touch-
downs. He was also a threat in the kicking
game with three return touchdowns and
475 yards total. Defensively. he logged
ncarly 40 tackles. . )

Swiger's season was recognized by his
placement on the all-state AA tcam. He
also served on the Golden Bears” football
leadership council. )

Along with football, Swiger was a
standout in track. He won the statc long
jump title as a sophomore.

Micah, who is the son of Glenn and Sue
Swiger, plans on attending Pittsburgh
Technical Institule.

ALEX WHORTON, John Marshali -
This former Monarch was a two-way

standout for Coach Rick Goodrich’s leam.

The 6-1, 170 pounder had 327 yards
receiving and lour touchdowns.
Delensively, he was in on 77 tackles and
picked ofl i pass. i

For his work on the [icld, Whotton was
paned Tirst-team all-OVAC, special men-
tion all-stale.

Along with football, Whorton was a
multiple-year letierman in both haskelball
and baseball. _

He's also a member of the National
Honor Socicty and the Drug Free Club of
America. _

Alex, who plans on attending West
Virginia University, is the son of Dan and
Jeanne Whotton.

Staskey can  be  reached al
ssiaskey@timesicaderontine.cont.
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Coach Whittington likes receivers

¢ \W. Va. coach
announces all-star

pass catchers

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Getting the ball in the hands of
the athletes is the goal of every
football coach.

That’s exactly what West
Virginia head coach Ian
Whittington plans on doing
through the passing game at the
70th annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Football Game,
scheduled for Sunday, July 26 at
Wheeling Island Stadium.

With his quarterbacks and run-
ning  backs announced,

Whittington named the receivers,
who will by vying for action dur-
ing camp next week at Bethany
College.

Slated to be amongst the tar-
gets seeking the playing time are
Trevor Boot (South), Garrett Cain
(Morgantown), Brendan
Schwendeman (South), Micah
Swiger (Oak Glen) and Alex
Whorton (fohn Marshail).

“There are some big-time play-
makers both inside and outside in
this group,” Whittington said.
“We have bigger targets on the
outside and guys who are good,
solid route runners inside. We
have a lot of speed there, too. It’s
just a good collection of athtetes.”

Here's a capsule look at the
players: _

TREVOR BOOT, Parkersburg

South — This tight end was a
viable target and blocker for
Coach Mike Eddy’'s team,

The 6-3, 210 pounder was a
standout on both sides of the ball,
actually. From his defensive end
post, he was the Patriots’ leading
tackler.

Boot was recognized on the
all-state honorable mention list-
ing and all TRAC squad.

Trevor, who plans on attending
West Virginia University, is the
son of Grant Boot and Melissa
Powell.

GARRETT CAIN,
Morgantown - This former
Mochigan had a big season and
career for Coach John Bowers’
teamnt.

The 6-1, 190 pounder had 28
catches for 434 yard and five

touchdowns. He has also had 12
kick returns for 339 yards and a
touchdown, '

Cain’s work was recognized by
his selection to all-OVAC, all-
TRAC and special mention all
state, He was the team’s Mr.
Oifense award winner.

Along with his work on the
field, Cain is very active in the
community through several vol-
unteer efforts,

Garrett, who is the son of
Kevin and Lesley Cain, plans on
attending Concord University.

BRENDAN SCHWENDE-
MAN, Parkersburg South —
This former Patriot did a little bit
of everything for Coach Eddy’s
team. ‘

The. 5-10, 170 pounder
accounted for 1,200 all-purpose

yards and 15 touchdowns as a
senior. That followed a junior
campaign in which he went for
more than 1,000 yards and 10
touchdowns.

He was named all-TRAC and
special mention all-state after
both his junior and senior sea-
5018,

Along with athletics,
Schwendeman is a member of the
National Honer Society and a
volunteer with Special Olympics.

Brendan, who plons on attend-
ing West Virginia Wesleyan to
play football, is the son of Jason .
and Christie Schwendeman.

MICAH SWIGER, Oak Glen
— This former Golden Bear was
the big-play artist for
Whittington’s team the last few

See, WHITTINGTON, Page B2
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« Players report to
camp today

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

They don’t always get all of
the recognition, but Ohio head
coach Jeremy McElroy certainly
knows the value of line play in
high school football.

The Beaver Local head coach,
who will guide the Buckeye State
during next Sunday’s 70th annual

Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Football Game, went out seeking
guys who could run and pass
block.

With camp opening today at
Bethany College, the work
toward the game and blending the
players begins.

“We've talked to the guys and
we hope they come in ready to
go,” McElroy said. *“We like our
linemen. They're big and they're
athletics. Most of them can move
really well,”

Finding the balance for offen-
sive and defensive linemen is of

& | eC

the utmost importance for
McElroy and his staff this week.

“Keeping guys fresh will be a
big key,” McElroy said.

Battling for the spots on the
line are: Cody Beavers (Mattins
Ferry), Seth Bloor (Wellsville),
Jonathan Bodkin (Martins Ferry),
Scott Hammond (Shadyside),
Jake Karovic (Steubenville
Catholic Central), Austin
Lawrence (Beaver Local), Darin
Neff (Meadowbrook), Jacob
Quinn (Meadowbrook), Jason
Sims {Beaver Local), Mitchell
Wells (Barnesville).

Here's a capsule look at the
players:

CODY BEAVERS, Martins
Ferry — This former Purple
Rider was a two-way standout on
the line for Coach Dave Bruney’s
squad.

The 6-2, 230 pounder, lined up
at guard and defensive end for the
Riders and earned four letters and
was named a ‘Defensive Block of
Granite.”

Beaver, who plans to attend
Belmont College, is the son of
Jack and Penny Beavers,

SETH BLOOR, Wellsville —

This former Tiger saw time at a
bevy of spots for Coach Scott
Heimstra’s squad.

The 6-1, 260 pounder lined up
at defensive end and tackle as
well as offensive goard and tack-
le. He had 30 tackles, 18 for loss
and five sacks during his senior
Season.

Bloor was a first-team all-
QOVAC, all-Quad County per-
former.

Along with football, Bloor was
a standout in wrestling, winning

See, LINEMEN, Page C2
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the OVAC title and linish-
ing at Division 11 state run-
nerup.

Seth, who plans to wres-
tle at Wheeling fesuit, is
the son of Shawn and
Cassandra Bloor,

JONATHAN BODKIN,
Mattins Ferry - This for-
mer Purple Rider anchored
the offensive line at cenler
for Bruney’s tcam,

The 5-7, 240 pounder
also played at defensive
tackle en roule to all-
OVAC and all Buckeye §
honots.

Along with football,
Bodkin was a standout
wrestler, [linishing  as
OVAC runnerup and an all-
Ohioan.

Jonathan, who plans to
wrestle at West Liberty, is
the son of John and Shatna
Bodkin,

LUKE CARROLL,
Indian Creck — This two-
way performer was a three-
year mainstay for Coach
Andrea Connor’s team.

The 6-1, 205 pounder
lined up defensive end and
guard cn route lo all-district
and honorable mention all-
state.

Along with football,
Carroll was active in Key
Club and SADD.

Luke, who is the son of
Rick and Luanne Carrell,
plans on attending Hocking
College.

SCOTT HAMMOND,
Shadyside — This defen-
sive end served as a menace
to opposing offenses for
Coach Mark Holenka's
Lean,

The 6-1, 190 pounder
recorded 13.5 sacks and 41
tackles for the Tigers last
season en route to Eastern
District Defensive Player of
the Year, first-team all-
Ohio, all-OVAC honors,

Scott, who is the son of
Kathy and Clyde
Hammond, plans on attend-
ing Belmont College.

JAKE KAROVIC,
Steubenville Catholic
Central — This former

Crosader was a mainstay at
guard for Coach Steve
Daley's leam.

The 6-1, 295 pounder
lettered three time as a
Crusader ca route to being

named a ‘Block of
Granite.”
Karovic was also a

standout in the classroom.
He's a member of the
National Honor Socicty and
graduated with honors.

Jake, who plans on
attending the University of
Cincuwnali, is the son of Ed
and Heather Karovic.

AUSTIN LAWRENCE,
Beaver Local — This for-
mer Beaver standout did it
oit both sides of the line for
McElroy's squad.

The 6-4, 255 pounder

was named his team’s
offensive lineman of the
year and all-OVAC, He
was a second-team Eastern
District performer as well
as all-Quid County.

Austin is the son of John
and Shana Lawrence.

DARIN NEFF,
Meadowbrook — This for-
mer Colt was an impressive
two-way performer for
Coach Jesse Wells™ team,

The 6-53, 320 pounder
was named all-Eastern
District, all-OVAC and all-
ECOL.,

Along with footbail, Nelf
was a standout in track and
ficld and also a member of
the Yewrbook Club.

Darin, who plans on
attending Wheeling Jesuit,
is the son of Jeffrey and
Julic Neff.

JACOB QUINN,
Meadowbrook — This for-
mer Coit shined at a bevy
of spots for Wells™ ream
during his carcer.

During his career, the 6-
4, 205 pounder saw time at
receiver, tight end, stroug
safety and defensive end.
He was an all-Eastern
District performer.

Along with football,
Quina was a standout in
bascball.

Away from athletics,
Quinn was a member of the
yemrbook staff.

Jacob, who is the son of

Paul and Tracy Quinn,
Mans on attending Bethany

College.
JASON SIMS, Beaver
Local — This two-way

tackle was an impressive
perlormer for McElroy’s
Beavers.

The 6-1, 320 pounder
lettered four times and was
named all-OVAC as well us
all-Quad County.

Jason, who is the son of
Tracy Sullivan, plans on

attending Alderson-
Broaddus,

MITCHELL WELLS,
Barnesville — This former

Shamrock anchored the line
for Coach Malt Johnson’s
squadd.

The 6-2, 270 pounder
lined up at center during his
prep carcer in which he
started for all four scasons.
Defensively, Wells finished
with 48 tackles, including
20 solo, four for foss and
three sacks.

Wwells was named all-
Eastern District and
received the senior team
leadership award,

Along with football,
Wells is active in basket-
ball, baschall and 4H.

Mitchell, who plans to
attend Mariclta College, 18
the son of Rich and Amy
Wells.

Staskey cait be reached at
sstaskey@timesicaderonline
LML



BRILLIANT WINS FIRST

WEDNESDAY

The Brilllant American Legion baseball team
beats Maundsville for its first victory/14

| %@nﬁeﬂlﬁgmm

Juwy 8, 2015
CoMIeS ... iiiiieans, 13
CLASSIFEDS . ....vvvrvnnnnn. 15-20
1

Few are experienced
with Mumley contest

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer
With his roster set, Ohio coach Jerem
McElray has announced the coaching s
that wiﬁ{ join him on the sidelines ior the
70th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Football Game, which 15 set for Sun-
day, July 26 at Wheeling Island Stadium,
{«ICE roy believes his staff is “chomping
at the bit” to get to Bethany College on
July 19 to begin preparation for the game.
“QOur coaches are excited,” _McElroy
said. “We have our hands full trying to get
Beaver Local ready, but we went and

watched the Penn-Ohio game for the Quad West, David Allen, Jeffery Weidger, T.JI.
County Coaches and it really excited us for Osbon and Steve Mercer. ’

this opportunity.”
It’s an opi)ortunity that _mnnly on
the staff will be experiencing for

the first time. Only three mem-
bers has had any past involve-
ment with the OVAC Game,
and that all came as glayers.

“We're looking forward to
getting to camp and getting to
know the Kids and start working
with them,” McElroy said. “We've
been trying to touch base with the kids
to see what they’re all about and start
building a relationship.” _

Slated to help guide. the Ohio squad are:
Charlie Dolnosich, Rich Shilling, Aaron

Here's a capsule look at the coaches

=, Who submitted their biographicai
% information;

v JEREMY McELROY, Heuad

. Coach — This Beaver mentor

4 just completed his third season

£ at the school in 2014 and his

sixth overall as a head coach.

o Along with his tenure at

%" Beaver Local, McElroy has also

coached football at Lisbon, Ketter-

ing Fairmont, Piqua and his alma mater,

East Palestine. He’s also made two coach-

Jing stops at the collegiate level, working at

California University of Pa., and Mount
Union. All told, he has 13 years of coach-

McElroy Unveils Assistants for OVAC Game

ing experience,

li/[cgjiroy, who owns a degree from
Mount Union and California, has also
coached basketball and track during his
ciareer.

Jeremy and his wife, Rebecca, have four
children: Libby, Tucker, John Parker and
Ava,

CHARLIE DOLNOSICH, Assistant
Coach — This Meadville High School

duate is preparing for his first venture
into the OVAC Game.

Dolnosich has worked on the Beaver
Local staff for one year, which is the
lone season of footballi coaching experi-
ence he owns. After high school, he went

Please See OVAC, Page 12

(Continued from Page 11)
to Gannon University.

Along with football,
Dolnosich has also
coached basketball in his
cireer,

RICH SHILLING,
Assistant Coach — Potter
turned Beaver is the path
this Ohio assistant coach
has taken.

After grnduntin% from
East Liverpool, Shilling
headed to Muskingum
College where he earned
his degree.

Aleng with football,
Shilling is also a softball
coach and has previously
coached wrestling.

Rich and hijs wife, Liz,
reside in East Liverpool.

AARON WEST, Assis-
tant Coach — The OVAC
All-Star Game will be a
brand new adventure for
this Leetonia High School
product,

West has four years of
football coaching experi-
ence and has been on
McElroy’s staff at Beaver
since his hiripg. Prior to
arriving at Beaver, he
coached his alma mater.

Along with footbaii,
West has experience in

coaching basketball.

Aaron and his wife, Ari-
anneg, have three children:
Austin, Noah and Aubre.

DAVID ALLEN,
Assistant Coach —~ This
East Liverpool High
School graduate has been
around the coaching busi-
ness for 17 seasons.

Allen has spent the last
‘two of those seasons with
McElroy at Beaver Local,
and prior to that coached
with the Potters,

Allen was a member of
the 1990 Ohio All-Star
Squad after his prep
career.

David and his wife,
Deena have three children

(Shane, Danielle and
Payne).
}EFFERY WEIDGER,

Assistant Coach — With
four years of coaching
experience, McElroy hired
this assistant coach prior to
last season.

Before arriving to the
Beavers program, Weidger
had coached four seasons
at Toronto, which is where
he went to school.

Weidger is a graduate of
the University of Akron.

r By SETH STASKEY -
For The News-Register

It’s July and in the Ohio Valley
that means one thing ... we're that
much closer to start of high school
football.
 The annual kick-off to the season
1s just three weeks away. The annual
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Foot-
ball Game is slated for July 26th at
Wheeling Island Stadium.

_ The players from Ohio and West
Virginia report to camp at Bethany
College on July 19th to begin prepa-
rations for the game, which is cele-
brating its 70th anniversary.

The rosters for the game are set
and outside of a few minor changes
have remaingd in tact from the origi-
nal lists that head coaches Jeremy
McElroy (Ohio) and Ian Whittington
(West Virginia) submitted in the
spring.

“(Chposing the team) was more
challenng than I thought it would
be,” McElroy said. “There arc so
many good kids dand good programs,
but only so many roster spofs and
you have to get the best fit for your
team. It’s a tough thing.”

The Buckeye State squad repre-
sents 18 schools and half of those
have multiple representatives, Mar-
tins Ferry leads the way for Ohio
with the maximum of four represen-

- OVAC All-Star
Teams Announced

tatives. McElroy selected three of his
own players from Beaver Local.

“We looked at and went through a
lot of film and got a lot of informa-
tion from coaches on different kids,”
McElroy said. “Some of the kids
we’_ve faced and knew about, but
obviously there are a lot of other
Kkids where you really have to get as
much information as you can.”

. On the West Virginia side, Whit-

tington compared the entire process
of choosing the team to “a fantasy
draft.”

“It was a fun thing, but it did get
crazy and nerve-wracking at times,”
Whittington admitted. “It’s much
tougher than I thought or mast peo-
ple would think. You’d like to take
all of the kids, but you just can’t.”

Unlike his Ohio counterpart,
Whittington and the West Virginia
staff have dealt with more roster
turnover,

“You fill the roster, and it’s finaily
done, but then a couple of weeks
later you get a call that so and so
isn’t playing, it's tough,” Whitting-
ton said. “We just had to move on to
the next kid and get the next best
available player. We looked at a lot !
of guys on film and really paid close
attention to the coaches® ratings as

See, OVAC, Page B4
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well as seeing who would fit our
scherge.”

West Virginia's roster represents
17 schools and 10 of those have mul-
tiple representatives. Parkersburg
South has four players in the game.

John Marshall, Linsly, Wheeling

Park and Weir all have three,
Whittington chose two of his own
Golden Bear players to join him in
the game. o
The complete rosters are as fol-

Ohio
Mitchell Wells, Barnesville; Chase
Hilliard, Austim Lawrence, Jason
Sims, Beaver Local: Hunter West-
lake, Bellaire; Dillon Pointer, Buck-
eye Trail; Riley Hayhurst, Moe Lath-

lows:

an, Errik Snell, Cambridge; Ethan
Shannon, Edison; Kalub Mitchell,
Harrison Central; Luke Carroll, Zach
Connor, Indian Creek; Cody Beavers,
Jon Baodkin, Bruce Burger, Jack
Fitch, Martins Ferry; Darin Neff,
Jacob Quinn, Dylan Wood, Meadow-
brook; Levi Brown, Monroe Central;
Colton Wright, River; Scott Ham-
mond, Eric Howell, Shadyside; J.C.
Coleman, Malik Gummer, St.
Clairsville; Chaice Truex, St. John;
Jake Karovic, Stone Romano,
Steubenville Central; Lucas Herring-
ton, Branden Jones, Steubenville;
Seth Bloor, Wellsville.
West Virginia

Josh Miller, Jesse Padlow, Bishop
Donahue; Cody Rine, Aaron Walker,

Brooke; Derek Martin, Cameron;
Colby Shriver, Jacoby Steele, Clay-
Battelle; Scott Kubancik, Chase Pad-
low, Alex Whorton, John Marshall;
Chukwudi Chuckwu, Zak Kriech-
baum, Chimechi Oparanozie, Linsly;
Austin Connell, Madonna; Dylan
Anderson, Garrett Cain, Morgan-
town; Noah Mills, Micah Swiger,
Qak Glen; Zach Heasley, Paden C)‘;ity;
Micah Boles, Trevor Boot, Dane
Mills, Brendan Schwendeman, Park-
ersburg South; Nick Anderson, Tyler;
Jace Neville, University; Peyton
Palmer, Valley; Zahir Hicks, William
Larch, Jo Jo Rice, Weir; Peter
Hartzell, Wheeling Central; Theo
Blackston, Henry Gompers, Elliott
O’Brien, Wheeling Park.
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Double by David Murphy
{eads Indians
over Houston/15

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

‘When Ian Whittington was approached
about taking the West Virginia squad in
the 70th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Football Game, selling his coaching
staff wasn’t a tough job.

The Oak Glen staff simply looked at it
4s an opportunity to work with “the best
the Ohio Valley has to offer.”

And from there, it jumped at the oppor-
tunity.

Now, the staft has the roster in place
and is preparing to get to Bethany College
on July 19 fo begin camp for the game,
which will be contested a week later at

Che Dntelligencer,

N

Wheeling Island Stadium.

“It’s a great opportunity to get
to coach your own kids, but
being able to coach great
players at all positions is
special,” Whittington said.
“It's just exciting when
you think that some of
these kids are going to be
going on to play at the col-
lege level and you get a
chance to work with them
for a week.”

Whittington will be joined on
the West Virﬁinia sideline by Ted
Arneault, Jo

nny Bonar, Frank Crain,

St

Michael Demster, Chris Hill, Tim
Ickes and Nathan Parry.

Here's a capsule look at

the coaches:

IAN WHITTINGTON,
Head Coach — This for-
mer Golden Bear standout
has been at the helm for
three seasons and has six
years of total coaching
experience.

_Through his career,
Whittington has put together
a 29-29 record.

Along with his football

responsibilities, Whittington also serves

THURSDAY
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on the Ouk Glen wrestling staff.

The West Liberty graduate has also
couached track during his relatively yoiing
career,

Ian is engaged to Amber Littler and has
one daughter, Kayleigh,

TED ARNEAULT, Assistant Coach —
This first-year assistant will be joining the
Golden Bears staff for the first time when
the season gets under way next month.

A graduate of Forest Hills Central High
School in Grand Rapids, Mich., Arneault
has nine years of coaching experience wilh

{Please see OVAC,
Page 15)
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itops at Brooke, Weir,
Madonna and Robert Mor-
ris University.

The owner of a degree
from the University of
Michigan and a Master’s
from Franciscan, Arneault
was named 2015 Ouak Glen
Teacher of the Year.

Ted played both football
and rughy in his prep days.

JOHNNY BONAR,
Assistant Coach  — This
current Bishop Donahue
assistant will join Whitting-
ton's staff for the OVAC
Game. <

Bonar was a standout
player at John Marshall and
went on to play at West
Liberty where he played
wide receiver. )

Bonar has been: a coach
for five years, ail of which
have been spent with the
Bishops. j )

Johnny and his wife,
Katrina, have two ichildren,
4 son, Ja}:{ksoné f%,s)and ]
daughter, Kennedy; (3).

F%{ANK CRAEN , Assis-
tant Coach — This former
OVAC Class 3A coach of
the year has spent four
years with the | Golden
Bears football staff,

Crain attended Qak Glen
and then went on to gradu-
ate with a degree from the
University of South Flori-
d )

a.

Along with football,
Crain has also coached
wrestling. Both are sports
played during his prep
career. _

Frank and his wife, Con-
stance, have three.children,
Devon Chadwick, James
Crain and Zach Springer.

MICHAEWL
DEMSTER, Assistant
Coach — This veteran
coach has 10 years of expe-
rience, but just one as a
member of the Qak Glen
staff.

Prior to joining Whitting-
ton with the Golden Bears,
Demster coached for nine
seasons in North Carolina.
He also served as a track
coach and was named

Rocky River Conference
Track Coach of the Year.

Demsier, who attended
Fairless High School and
Mount Urion, owns a mas-
ter’s degree from Wingate
University. Demster played
football for the Purple
Raiders.

Michael and his wife,
Stephanie, have one daugh-
ter, Delaney,

CHRIS L., Assistant
Coach — This former Weir
High standout has been a
football coach for nine sea-
sons, including the last
three with Whittington at
Oak Glen.

Prior to that, he’s worked
at Weir High and Brooke.
He still coaches track and
swimming at Brooke.

After his high school
graduation, Hill earned a
degree from Fairmont State
and a master’s at Wheeling
Jesuit,

Hill and his wife, Nico-
lette, reside in Follansbee.

TIM ICKES, Assistant
Coach — This current
Wheeling Park assistant
owns five years of experi-
en¢e, including four with
the Patriots.

Ickes’ other season of
football coaching came at
‘West Liberty University.

Along with football,
Ickes cugrently coaches ten-
nis.

Ickes is a graduate of
Northwestern High School
in Salem, Ohio. He earned
his degree at West Liberty,

Tim and his wife, Mia,
reside in Martins Ferry.

NATHAN PARRY,
Assistant Coach — This
relatively new coach has
just two years of experi-
-ence, including a season at
Oak Glen. He spent last
season at his alma mater,
McGuffey, Pa.

Along with football,
Parry currently coaches
basketball and baseball.

After high school, Parry
headed to West Liberty
where he played footbali.
He attended Pitt for gradu-
ate school.

WV announces OVAC coaching staff

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

When Ian Whittington was
ﬁproached about taking the West

irginia squad in the 70th annual
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Football Game, selling his coaching
staff wasn’t a tough job.

The Oak Glen staff simply looked
at it as an opportunity to work with
“the best the Ohio Valley has to
offer.”

And from there, it jumped at the
opportunity.
~ Now, the staff has the roster in
place and is now preparing to get to
Bethany College on July 19 to begin
camp for the game, which wili be
contested a week later at Wheeling
Island Stadium.

“It’s a great opportunity to get to
coach your own kids, but being able
to coach great players at all positions
is special,” Whittington said. “It’s
just exciting when you think that
some of these kids are going to be
going on to play at the college level
and you get a chance to work with
them for a week.”

Whittington will be joined on the
West Virginia sideline by Ted
Armeault, Johnny Bonar, Frank Crain,
Michael Pemster, Chris Hill, Tim
Ickes and Nathan Parry.

Here’s a capsule look at the coach-
es:

OVAC

OVAC All-Star Football
Who: Ohio vs. W.Va,
When: Sunday, July 26
Where: Wheeling Island
Stadium.
Tickets: Available at any Kroger
store.
TV: WTOV-TV 9

IAN WHITTINGTON, Head
Coach — This former Golden Bear
standout has been at the helm for
three seasons and has six years of
total coaching experience.

Through his carecr, Whittington
has put together a 29-29 career
record.

Along with his football responsibil-
ities, Whittington also serves on the
Quak Glen wrestling staff.

The West Liberty graduate has also
coached track during his relatively
young career.

Ian is engaged to Amber Littler and
has one daughter, Kayleigh.

TED ARNEAULT, Assistant
Coach — This first-year assistant
will be joining the Golden Bears’
staff for the first time when the sea-
son gets underway next month,

A graduate of Forest Hills Central
High School in Grand Rapids, Mich,,
Arneault has nine years of coaching
experience with stoEs at Brooke,
Weir, Madonna and Robert Morris
University.

The owner of a degree from the
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University of Michigan and a
Master’s from Franciscan, Arneault
was pamed 2015 Oak Glen Teacher
of the Year.

Ted played both football and rugby

in his E{e days.

JO I\FNY BONAR, Assistant
Couch — This current Bishop
Donahue assistant will join
Whittington’s staff for the OVAC
Game.

Bonar was a standout player at
John Marshall and went on o giay at
West Liberty where he played wide
receiver.

Bonar has been a coach for five
years, all of which have been spent
with the Bishops.

Johnny and his wife Katrina have
two children, a son, Jackson (6) and a
daughter, Kennedy (3).

FRANK CRAE\S\J, Assistant Coach
—~ This former OVAC Class 3A
coach of the year has spent four years
with the Golden Bear’s football staff.

Crain attended Oak Glen and then
went on to graduate with a degree
from the University of South Florida.

Along with football, Crain has also
coached wrestling. Both are sports
played during his prep career.

Frank and his wife Constance have
three children, Devon Chadwick,
James Crain and Zach Springer.

MICHAEL DEMSTER, Assistant -

Coach — This veteran coach has 10
years of experience, but just one as a -

See, OVAC, Page 82
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member of the Oak Glen
staff,

Prior to  joining
Whittington with the
Golden Bears, Demster
couached for nine seasons
in North Carolina. He also
served as a track coach
and was named Rocky
River Conference Track
Coach of the Year.

Demster, who attended
Fairless High School and
Mount Union, owns a
master’s degree from
University.
Demster played football
for the Purple Raiders.

Michael and his wife,

Stephanie have one daugh-
ter (Delaney).

CHRIS HILL,
Assistant Coach — This
former Weir High stand-
out fras been a football
coach for nine seasons,
including the last three
with Whittington at Qak
Glen.

Prior to that, he’s
worked at Weir High and
Brooke. He still coaches
track and swimming at
Brooke.

After his high school
graduation, Hill earned a
degree from Fairmont
State and a master’s at

Wheeling Jesuit,

Hill and his
Nicolette
Follansbee,

TIM ICKES, Assistant
Coach - This curreat
Wheeling Park assistant
owns five years of experi-
ence, including four with
the Patriots.

Ickes other season of
football coaching came at
West Liberty University.

Along with football,
Ickes currently coaches
tennis.

fckes is a graduate of
Northwestern High School
in Salem, Oh. He earned

5 wife
reside in

his degree at West Liberty.

Tim and his wife, Mia,
regide in Martins Ferry.

NATHAN PARRY,
Assistant Coach — This
relatively new coach has
just two years of experi-
ence, including a season at
Oak Glén. He spent last
season 4t his alma mater,
McGuffey, Pa.

Along with football,
Parry currently coaches
basketball and baseball,

After high school, Parry
headed to West Libert
where he played football.
He attended the Pitt for
graduate school.
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By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

1t’s July and in the Ohio Valley
that means one thing ... we're that
much closer to start of high
school football.

The annual kick-off to the sea-
son is just three weeks away. The
annual Rudy Momley OVAC All-
Star Football Game is slated for
July 26th at Wheeling Island
Stadium.

The players from Ohio and
West Virginia report to camp at
Bethany College on July 19th to
begin preparations for the game,
which is celebrating its 70th
anniversary.

The rosters for the game are set.
and outside of a few minor

changes have remained in tact
from the original lists that head
coaches Jeremy McEiroy (Ohio)
and Ian Whittington (West
Virginia) submitted in the spring.

“{Choosing the team) was
more challenging than I thought it
would be,” McElroy said. “There
are 0 many good kids and good
programs, but only so many ros-
ter spots and you have to get the
best fit for your team. It’s a tough
thing.”

The Buckeye State squad rep-
resents 18 schools and half of
those have multiple representa-
tives. Martins Ferry leads the way
for Ohio with the maximum of
four representatives. McElroy
selected three of his own players
from Beaver Local.

“We looked at and went

OVAC All-Star Football
Wheo: Ohio vs. W.Va,
When: Sunday, July 26
Where: Wheeling Istand
Stadium. _

Tickets: Available at any
Kroger store.
TV: WTOV-TV 9

through a lot of film and got a lot
of information from coaches on
different kids,” McElroy said.
“Some of the kids we’ve faced
and knew about, but obviously
there are a lot of other kids where
you really have to get as much
information as you can.”

On the West Virginia side,
Whittington compared the entire
process of choosing the team to
“a fantasy draft.”

tar Football game nearly here

“It was a fun thing, but it did
get crazy and nerve-wracking at
times,” Whittington admitted.
“It’s much tougher than I thought
or most people would think.
You'd like to take all of the kids,
but you just can’t.”

Unlike his Ohio counterpart,
Whittington and the West
Virginia staff have dealt with
more roster turniover.

“You fill the roster, and it’s
finally done, but then a couple of
weeks later you get a call that so

and so isn’t playing, it’s tough,” .

Whittington said. “We just had to
meve on fo the next kid and get
the next best available player. We
looked at a lot of guys on film

“and really paid close attention to

the coaches’ ratings as well as
seeing whe would fit our

scheme.”

West Virginia's roster repre-
sents 17 schools and 10 of those
have multiple representatives.
Parkersburg South has four play-
ers in the game. John Marshall,
Linsly, Wheeling Park and Weir
all have three.

Whittington chose two of his
own Golden Bear players to join
him in the game.

The complete rosters are as fol-

lows:
OHIO

Mitchell Wells, Barnesville:
Chase Hilliord, Aupstin Lawrence,
Jason Sims, Beaver Local; Hunter
Westlake, Bellaire; Dillen
Pointer, Buckeye Trail; Riley
Hayhurst, Moe Lathan, Errik

See, OVAC, Page C4

Continued from Page C1

Snell, Cambridge; Ethan
Shannon, Edison; Kalub
Mitchell, Harrison Central;
Luke Carroll, Zach Connor,
Indian Creek; Cody
Beavers, Jon Bodkin, Bruce
Burger, Jack Fitch, Marting
Ferry; Darin Neff, Jacob
Quinn, Dylan Wood,
Meadowbrook; Levi
Brown, Monroe Central;
Colton Wright, River; Scott
Hammond, Eric Howell,
Shadyside; J.C. Coleman,
Malik  Gummer, St.
Clairsville; Chaice Truex.

Steubenville Central; Lucas
Herrington, Branden Jones,
Steubenvitle; Seth Bloor,

Wellsville.
WEST VIRGINIA
Josh Miller, Jesse

Padlow, Bishop Donahue,
Cody Rine, Aaron Walker,
Brooke; Derck Martin,
Cameron; Colby Shriver,
Jacoby Steele, Clay-
Battelle; Scott Kubancik,
Chase Padlow, Alex
Whorton, John Marshall;
Chukwudi Chuckwu, Zak
Kricehbaum, Chimechi

Anderson, Garrett Cain,
Morgantown; Noah Mills,
Micah Swiger, Oak Glen;
Zach Heasley, Paden City,
Micah Boles, Trevor Boot,
Dane Mills, Brendan
Schwendeman, Parkersburg
South; Nick Anderson,
Tyler; Jace Neville,
University; Peyton Palmer,
Valley; Zahir Hicks,
William Larch, Jo Jo Rice,
Weir; Peter Hartzell,
Wheeling Central; Theo
Blackston, Henry Gompers,
Elliott O"Brien, Wheeling

@ @\-#j_/"“\;\;‘ ’
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Rich and his wire, 1,5,
reside in Fast Livernaol,

AARON VHIHT,
ASSistant Coach he
OVAC AlLStas (e wild]
be a brand vesy adveigure
for (his Lecronia fiten
School prodeact,

West has fonr vegys of
foothall coacttaney = pori
cnce and has bheen on
Mclilroy’s stall st Heaver
since his hivine ior 1o
MiVEng ot Beaver, G
couached his alne o,

Along with fooivgtl,
West has expericeee ip

Aaron and his wife,
Arianne, have three chil-
dren (Austin, Noah and
Aubrey,

DAVID ALLEN,
Assistunt Conch — This
Bast Liverpool High
scliool graduate has been
around the coaching busi-
ness for 17 scasons.,

Allen has spent the last
two of those scasons with
Melitroy at Beaver Local
and prior to that he
coaclied with the Potters.

Allen was a member of
e 1990 Obio AH-Star

carcer.

David and his wife,
Decna have three children
{Shane, Danielle and
Payne).

JEFFERY WEIDGER,
Assistant Coach — With
four ycars of coaching
experience, McElray hired
this assistant coach prior to
last season,

Belore arriving to the
Beavers' program,
Weidger had coached four
seasons at Toronto, which
is where he went to school.

Weidger is a praduate of

St. John; Fake Karovic,
Stone Romano,

Oparanozie, Linsly; Austin
Connell, Madonna; Dylan

Park.

coaching hasheihals

squad after

his

prep

INSIDE

Scoreboard / B4
Classifieds /B5-B8.

SECTION

Wednesday,
July 8, 2015

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

With his roster set, Ohio head
coach Jeremy McElroy has
announced the coaching staff that
will join him on the sidelines for
the 70th annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Football Game,
which is set for Sunday, July 26
at Wheeling Island Stadium,

McElroy believes his staff is
“chomping at the bit” to get to
Bethany College on July 19th to
begin preparations for the game,

“Our coaches are excited,”
McElroy said. “We have our
Lands full trying to get Beaver
Local ready, but we went and
watched the Penn-Ohio game for

AN

the Quad County Coaches and it
really excited us for this opportu-

. llity.”

It’s an opportunity that many
on the staff will be experiencing
for the first time. Only three
members of the staff has had any
past involvement with the OVAC
Game and that all came as play-
ers.

“We're looking forward to get-
ting to camp and getting to know
the kids and start working with
them,” McElroy said. “We’'ve
been trying to touch base with the
kids to see what they’re all about
and start building a relationship.”

Slated to help guide the Ohio
squad are: Charlie Dolnosich,
Rich Shilling, Aaron Wesl, David
Allen, Jeffery Weidger, T.J.

OVAC All-Star Football
Who: Ohio vs. W.Va.
When: Sunday, July 26
Where: Wheeling Island
Stadium.

Tickets: Available at any
Kroger store,

TV: WTOV-TV g

Osbon and Steve Mercer,

Here’s a capsule look at the
couches who submitted their
biographical information;

JEREMY McELROY, Head
Coach — This Beaver mentor
Just completed his third season at
the school in 2014 and his sixth
overall as a head coach.

Along with his tenure at
Beaver Local, McElroy has also

ces OVAC coaching

coached football at Lisbon,
Kettering Fairmont, Pigua and his
alma mater, East Palestine, He’s
also made two coaching stops at
the collegiate level, working at
California University of Pa. and
Mount Union. All told, he has 13
years of coaching experience,

McElroy, who owns a degree
from  Mount Union and
California, has also coached bas-
ketball and track during his
career.

Jeremy and his wife, Rebeccn
have four children (Libby,
Tucker, John Parker and Ava),

CHARLIE DOLNOSICH,
assistant coach — This Meadville
High School graduate is prepar-
ing for his first venture into the
OVAC Game.

Dolnosich has worked on the
Beaver Local staff for one year,
which is the lone season of foot-
ball coaching experience he
owns. After high school, he went
to Gannon University.

Along with football, Dolnosich
has also coached basketball in his
career.

RICH SHILLING, Assistant

Coach — Potter turned Beaver is
the path this Ohio assistant couch
has taken,
_Alter graduating from East
Liverpool, Shilling headed to
Muskingum College where he
eamed his degree,

Along with footbal, Shilling is
also a softball coach and has pre-
viously coached wrestling.

See, OVAC, Page B2

the University of Akron.
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OVAC grid officials acade

By RICK THOR®RP
Times Leader Sports Writzr

MARTINS FERRY - Officiating high
school football isn't a glamorous profes-
sion, but the meu and women who wear
the stripes are as miuch a part of the Tame
as the forward the pass,

These days, unfortunately, the number
of folks willing to tackle the tusk of polic-
ing the game is dwindling,

The OVAC is continuing its quest to
change that,

For the second straight yeur, the bi-state
sonference is conducting an officiating
leademy aimed ot bringing rew blood into
‘he ranks,

“It's a way to keep active,” said Dave
clutter, OVAC Footbal! Commissioner
mnd head of the academy. “*You meet a lot
f great people. Yeu have that sense of
eammwork and o comimen mission,

“You'il make new friends you'll have
he rest of you're life.”

And, most importantly, give new life to
< officiating roster seeKing reinforce-
nents.

The academy begins Wednesday, May

“IT'S A way to keep active, You
meet a ot of great people. You
have that sense of teamwork and a
common mission.”

- Dave Clutter

OVAC Footbali Commissionar
TE———

=0 and will continue each Wednesday
through July 22. Each session will take
place from 6-8:30 p.m. at Martins Ferry
High School. There is no charge.

Classroom sessions will focus on rules
and professional deveiopment, On-field
lessons will also take place where students
will have opportunities to work on
mechantes and techniques.

All successful candidares will be eligi-
ble to officiate football this fall.

While last year’s academy only graduat-
ed five, Clutter stressed it was a quality
five,

"'The thing we were most impressed
with was those were five top-quality peo-
ple,"”” he said. “*We would have liked 1o
have had more (come out), but the ones we
had are going to be top-notch guys.””

Clutter said the roster of officials, espe-
cially in the Wheeling and Weirton areas,
is aging quickly.

‘*The median age is about 50 and it
isn’t getting any younger he explained.
I expect we're going to lose a few miore
to retirement soon. Last year, we lost an
entire crew and a referee.

The next few years, Clutter expects to
lese two or three more crews.

“It's tough to replace those folks and
we need to build up the pool, so to speak,
so that when the time comes we have peo-
ple ready to step in'* he said, noting offi-
cials also earn more than minimum wage
for their part-time work.

Clutter estimated there are about 100
officials combined in the Wheeling and
Weirton officiating boards, The OVAC
also utilizes officials from boards in
Parkersburg, Morgantown, Zanesville,
Columbus and Tuscarawas County.

"‘There are 42 crews applied to work in
the OVAC,”" Clutter said.

In fact, Clutter has already started
assigning crews for this season,

*We start scheduling in January,”” he
said, noting OVAC schools are required to
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my slated for Ferry

submit their schedules to the OVAC by
February 1,

“We take what schedules we can zet,
either through the OHSAA website or
some other place and we start piecing
together the games we know.”

Many of the veteran officials who will
be taking the field for the 2015 campaign
will be part of the OVAC academy.

“We thought the format and the content
we used last year was spot on,”’ Clutter
said. “*We meet the requirements of both
Ohio and West Virginia.”

Recently, more and more females have
joined the officiating family. Tn fact, the
National Football League announced last
week Sarah Thomas will become the
league’s first female official this season,

Clutter said the Weirton board has a
female official, though she chooses to
wotk in the lower levels, However, he’s
encountered many qualified female offi-
cials throughout the years in the prep and
college runks and encourages women to
attend the academy, too.

For more information or to register for
the academy, contact Clutter at (304) 280-
6670 or dlctutter@frontier.com



70TH ANNUAL OVAC RUDY MUMLEY ALL-STAR GAME
Fitch’s OVAC Experience
 Has Been Beneficial

Ferry standout
set to lead
- Ohio All-Stars

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer .

BETHANY — Martins
Ferry's Jack Titch has
become a point of reference
for many in OVAC All-Star
Game camp this week at
Bethany College

Actually, outside of game
director Bob Koch and other
OVAC officials, there’s prob-
ably no better person for the
players — and coaches ~ (o
turn to with their questions.

You see, Fitch 1s a veteran
of all-star camp.
. “I’ve had one 10-year
reunion already, and I think
I'm on six or sofor my other
time,” Fitch said. * %

Actually, he's’ just:three
years removed from his last
all-star camp, but after so
many times they start to run
together.

- Fitch has become a veteran
of OVAC camps through his
father, Dirk: The' Martins
Ferry Superintendent has
been on the coaching staff for

(Please see FITCH,
Page 10)

Kriechbaum
Not Rooting
For Ohio

This Outing

By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer

BETHANY Zac
Kriechbaum is one of those
rare players who resides in
one state, but attended high
school in another. The Linsly

raduate calls Barnesville
omie.

So, does he have mixed
emotions about playing in the
70th annual Rudy Mumley
Ohio Valley Athletic Confer-
ence All-Star Football Game
on Sunday night at Wheeling
Island Stadium?

“1 grew up cheering for
QOhio in every game. I'd sit
on the Ohio side becnuse 1
always thought I would go to

{Please see KRIECHBAUM,
Page 10)

.

Martins Ferry’s Jack Fitch Is preparing for

Photo by Seth Staskey

his third venture Into the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star

Football Game. He was a manager for Team Ohio in 2003 and 2011. He's pictured with his father,

Dirk, who played in the game in 1979 and has coached in
- _ ) o

the game multiple times, to0.

C e — e

St. John’s Truex in;?Amazi‘ng“Pbsition

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer

BETHANY — St John's Chaice Truex is
in an amazing position right now.

He is one of the quarterbacks for the Qhio
team in the 70th annual OVAC Rudy Mum-
ley All-Star Game that will kick off at-7:15
gém. Sunday night. Before camp started, he

gan working on his form again to get ready

| pass, I'm just goin
and the athletes and make them make plays.”

tgljfn challenge as he has the talent all ground

“We have a big group up front,” Truex

| said.. “When they call my name to throw the

to throw to the receivers

The 6-foot-6 signal caller may have a slight
advantage over his Ohio teammates. While
some Ohio All-Stars were able to play against

for the big game in which he wil represent his TRUEX a few West Virginia teams in years past,

high school one more time when the teams ‘ Truex was a member of one for his first three

take the field at Wheeling Island Stadium. Kems in high school. Truex saw time at wideout when
“For the last week and a half, I've been going to he was at Bishop Donahue. .

work out with Jose Davis,” Truex said of ‘his high ~ “It’s a big nivalry,” Truex said about the game.

school coach. *Throwing some balis, throwing some  “Some guys are whispering (o me this and that. But,

routes to St. John's receivers and getting ready.” it will be proven on game day.” _
Being the quarterback is no easy task, especially ‘ Pl TRUEX

for an all-star game. That person is in-the position. ( “F ;;g w0

that everyone keeps their eye on. ‘Truex is ready for

‘WHEELING - There are scents and
sometimes noises that immediately take us
back to somewhere we have already been.
The mere smell or sound of a particular thing -
triggers a part of our brain and lets us know
something familiar is imminent.

Persnnulli(. that begins this weekend.

The smell of homemade sausage and the
sound of music on the riverfront will
emanate from the Upper Ohio Valley Italian
Festival. That means that Sunday, as the
annual gathering wraps up, fooiball season

Ready or Not, Here Comes Football

will unofficially begin just a stone’s throw

away. -

T’Ke 70th edition of the OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game Kicks off at
7:15 that night, bringing together friends,
family and foes from each side of the Ohio
River. The smell of sweat that only hard
work on a football field can produce, and the
sound of Dave Flatley's voice booming -

{Please see RINE,,
Page 18)




FITCH

(Continued from Page 9)

the game many times and twice (2003 and
2011) took his son with him to serve as
nmunager for Team Ohio.

“Being here now three timey mukes it a
lot easicr,” the younger Fitch said. “I've
been through the practices and know how
things o, 50 it's definitely been easier in
that regard.”

Fitch, who is headed 10 Wheeling Tesuil
University to run track, learned from his
past ventures that there has to be a balanc-
ing act of making sure the work gels done
and the experience remains positive in
terms of making new friendships and souk-
ing up cverything the game has to offer.

“You need to make sure you gect your
rest and spend your own time preparing,
but you also have to have fun every once in
a while,” Filch said. ‘

Many of his Ohio teammates didn't real-
ize Fitch's connections to the game until
this weck

“A few asked me if [ knew anything
about this, and I was like, ‘yeah, P've done
this two times,” ** Fitch said. “They looked
at ine like, *What?* So, I explained that ['d
been a manager twice and really know how
all of this stuff works.”

While many of the Ohio players have
had to adjust to the amount of conditioning
done this week, once again, Fitch Kknew
what was ahead.

“It all comes down to conditioning
because with just a weck, you don’t have
time {0 put in a bunch of plays and stuff,”
Fitch said. “You have to da a couple of

plays and just work {rom that.”

Before he left for camp, Dirk drove
home a point with his son,

“He said make surc you put yourself in
(to the drilis and practices) because you
only have a fimiled time,” Fitch said: “Be
prepared for all practices, figure things out
quickly becausc the quicker you figure
things out, the better chance you’ll have to
be good at i.”

Obviously, the Purple Riders staff that
Fitch served as o manager under isn’t guid-
ing the Buckeye Stale this week, but the
similarities are there. Aclually, this is the
first time Fitch has prepared for a football
game without being under the microscope
of his dad. :

“N's different, but it’s also a little bit
relaxing,” Fitch admitted. “I always knew
that if T screwed up something 1'd hear
about it at home. If T screw up something
(on Sunday), "1} still hear about it, but it'il
be after the game.”

Fitch had an umpressive prep carcer for
Coach Dave Bruney’s Riders. He shined at
widc receiver and in the secondary, carning
first team AH-Ohio punter as a senior.

Earning an invitation to the OVAC
Game was a “pretty big” goal for Fitch,
whao's heard stories of his dad’s 1979 gamc
and witnessed the meaning of the game
through his two priot trips as a manager.

“To represent Ohio and Martins Ferry is
a big accomplishment and honor,” Fitch
said. I played ugainst a lot of these people,
s0 it’s tun to play with them and get to
know them now.”

"TRUEX

(Continued from Page %) Vieginia,”

Truex

said.  cragain.

When he was with the
Bishops, he was catching
passes from onc of the
West Virginia all-star quar-
terbacks, Jesse Padlow. He
was also on the field and
lining up with Josh Miller,
who is also playing for
W.Va. representing the
Bishops. :

“We're (riends,” Truex
said of his former team-
mates. “But we arc cne-
mies now. We've been
enemics ever since this
year. It should be fun.”

Trucx also pointed out
the major ditferecnee of
playing in Ohio compared
to West Virginia.

“Tt was o big adjustment
going to Ohio from West

ent sides of the {ence.
Saturdays in the fall
artive with half of us

KRIECHBAUM

“Nothing against West
Virginia, but in Ohio it’s
so much harder to succeed
becausc there are so nany
more schools und so many
more athletes.”

It did not seem that
Truex had the trouble of
transitioning from his
widcout position (o guar-
terback when he made it to
St. John. He started oul at
receiver, and then two
weeks into practice wias
put at the quarterback spot
and eventually got the
starting job. '

“Tt was a big adjustment
because | oonly played
quarterback when I was lit-
tle. T never played it in
high school,” Truex said,
“So | think 1 adjusted
well”

Truex was put back in
his old position in the linal
two games ol the season as
he saw time at wide receiv-

He will be going to
Allegheny College Lhis
fall, but will not be playing
feotball. Instead will opfed
for basketball.

-*“Schools wanted me (o
Pl;ty football,™ Truex said.
*Bul T never really had the
chance to focus on one
sport and I had a pretly
pood season in basketball
this year. So ['m going to
sce how far I can go in
that.”

With choosing the court

over the gridiron, Truex is.

about to strap on-the pads
one final thne.

“It mecans o lot,” Truex
said about being an OVAC
All-Star. “Just coming out
here with these guys up
heve for a weck. It’s o big
almosphere to play in.
That's nuots to be in the
70th annual game and Ohio
won it last year and tooking
to go two in a row.”

RINE

(Cdntinucd from Page %)

through the public address
syslem have been sorely
missed. '

Fortunately, the wait
ends in two days.

In all honesty, it's one of
my favorile days on the cal-
endar, just slightly behind
the first day of vacation and
Christmas. It’s football
after ail, and if a betler
sport exists someonc nceds
to provide proof.

urthermore, this isn't
Week 1. Football scason
starts off with u game that
matters, which brings me to
my ncxt point.

This contest is extremely
meaningful despite what
some will have you
belicve. Where else does
an event of this magnitude
take place when the only
real thing scparating the

.+ pleasant chore,
. hmtithasinhe

i
«
ki

Itsnotthe most s I
' &

two leams is that river ora
bridue, depending how you
want to look at it?

While it’s true being that
close in proximily can be a
detriment in terms legiti-
mate animosity, friendslips
are prut 1o the side. They
will pick back up right
where they left off at the
conclusion, but for roughly
four hours your only bud-
dics arc wearing bluc and
gold or scarlet and grey.

Tlhs is real.

This is fun.

This is going to be really
fun.

We're all the same peo-
ple here in the Chio Valley.
We come from the same
type of homes and fanilies,
and work the same jobs at

* the smme places. Yet whei

it comies to sports, most of
us arc on decidedly differ-

cnt sides of the lence,
Saturdays in the fall
arrive with hall ol us
cheering on the Buckeyes,
while the rest get behind
the Mountaineers. Differ-
ent level, same scenario

- will happen Sunday when

between 5-7,000 fans will
converge on the site of the
West Virginia Super Six
State Football Champi-
onships.

Oh, and don’t think fot a
second folks aren’t chirF-
ing onc another playlully
—"maybe not? — around
the waler cooler this week,
It's cvery bit as important
in terms of pride to many
adults, as it is to those
competing.

Above all elsc, it's one
{inal chance for these
younhg men to cnjoy their
youlh in front of the very
fans (hat have adored them
{or ycars,

To the players, cheet-
leaders und band members,
enjoy your night. You’ve
more than carned L.

Without further adicu,
let’s bring on football.

Shawwnt Rine can be
reached via email at:
srine@theintelligencer.net,

{Continued {rom Page 9)

school in Ohio, but now
that I'm on the team for
West Virginia, it’s a little
different,” the 5-foot-10,
180-pounder said. “I'm
definitely rooting for Wesl
Virginia this year, howev-
er.” o
Kriechbaum went to Bar-

nesville schools until sev-
enth grade before crossing
over the Qhio River into
Ohio County lor the next
five years,

He waus teammates with
Mitchell Wells during his
younger days in Bar-

nesvitle. Wells is a member

of the Ohio squad.

Cup

(Continued from Page 9)

in volleyball and stx sec-
ond place finishes —
men’s Cross Ccountry,
women’s cross country,
women's golf, men’'s track
and field, women's track
and field and women’s
lacrosse. Men’s soccer
garnered a third-place fin-
15h.)

The Cardinals volleyball
team compiled a 38-4
record and a perfect 16-0

MEC regular-season mark
on the way to ity second
conference title in a row.
The team also won its
fourth straight NCAA
Atlantic Region champi-
ouship and trip to the
NCAA Division II Elite
Eighth in as many years.
“We stress excellence
on the court and in the
classroom each and every
year,” volleyball head
coach Christy Benner said.

T grew up with him a lit-
tle bit,” Kriechbuum said.

Kriechbaum said grow-
ing up he always dreamed
of playing under the lights
on Friday mights, but when
he went to Linsly mest of
the Cadets’ contests were
on Saturday afiemoons.

“It was different. I just

enjoy ﬁlaying the game of |g

football, so it really didn't
matter 10 me which day we
played on,” he noted.

As a freshman at Linsly
the Cadets went 10-0,
something Kriechbaum
worn't soon forget.

“Those guys were my
idols,” he said. “They are
who I strived to be every
day.”

Come Sunday night,
Kriechbaum, who will
attermpt to walk-on at Ohio
University as a placekicker,
could be found anywhere
on the ficld. He is listed asy

a widc.receivcr, defensive
back, Kicker and punter.

He is following in the

footsteps of his cousin,
Linsly alum Jameson Mur-
ray, who played in the
game last year for West
Virginia. Kriechbium was
a {our-year lettermen for

coach B.J. Depew and was
voted varsity captain and
MVP his senior season. For
his career Kricchbaum
logged 136 tackles and
picked off 14 passes. He
also totaled 1,135 carcer
receiving yards and was
perfect on all seven field-

coal atlempts.

GAME NOTES

m To help commemorate
the 70th annual game, the
OVAC will be handing out
free rally towels to the first
1,000 fans., There will be
Blue-and-Gold towels dis-
tributed on the W.Va side
and Red-and-White on the
Ohio side.

W Fans can test their ath-
letic prowess in the annual
“Health Plan/WTOVD Pass,
Punt and Kick Contest” for
a chance to win $10,000
during halftime activities.
Enter by regislering at
WTOV9.com.
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yhurst, : Levl ‘Brown, -Zsch Connor, DByin Wood) ' ]
ant coach Ed Waldger. Second rowy: {2 :
o Dolnosich, Stone Romano, Btuce'Byrgar, Eric Howall;i(
netl, Moa Lathan; Lucas Herrington, Chalce Tniex; Austin
sistant coach Rich Shilling. Third row, from jeft; sre assjstant coach |
f Weldger, Mitch Wells, Seth Bloor, Jared Jaks: Kayovic, Dillon -
oliter; Scott Hammond, Ethan Shannos; assistant

«‘gtt Virginia All:Star Team. The
hsh: Miller, Micah Swiger, Aaran W
daij Schwandeman, Trayer Boot, Za«
jechi Oparanozle, JoJo Rice, Zahiy |
 Derek Martin, Thea Blackston, Cpl
Noah Mills, Dylan:Andarson, N ;
‘Dane Mills, Elllott §'Brien, Chasei Padlow;: ey’
edh. Boles. The: coaches Inclu ad; coach 1an
tnticoaches Ted Ameault, Johnny Bonar, Frank Crain,
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T-L Photo/KIM NORTH
PICTURED ARE the Chio wide receiver options for Sunday's 70th annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Game. Knesling, from left, are Dylan Wood
(Meadowhrook), Errik Snell (Cambridge), Malik Gummer (St. Clairsville), Kalub
Mitchell (Hamison Central) and Jack Fitch (Martins Ferry). Back row, from lefi,
are Hunter Westlake (Bellaire), Jacob Quinn {Meadowbroock), Riley Hayhurst
(Cambridge), J.C. Coleman (St. Clairsville) and Lucas Herrington (Steubenville).

coach T.J, Osbon. Fourth row, from left].

alton Wright, Jacoh Guinn, Darin Nefti{Cody B
on, Sims, Jonathan Bodkin and assistagli
are managers-Palta Allen, Noah West e
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high value on winning

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sporis Editor

BETHANY - Malik Gummer knows a
thing or two about all-star games.
Afier all, the recent St. Clairsville gradu-

| ate is about to embark on his second in about

three months when he takes to the field
Sunday night in the 70th annval Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Game.

Gummer was a member of the South
squad in the Division V-VIL Ohio North-
South Game, which was held in April at
Dayton’s Welcome Stadium. He scored a
touchdown in that game.

Prior to getting the invitation to play,
Gummer wasn’t all that familiar with the
North-South Game. The same can’t be said
for the OVAC affair,

“The OVAC Game has been around o
long time and it's the one I've grown up

watching,” Gummer said. *I always~

thought it would be cool te play in this
game and now I'm here. It’s preity cool.”

Gummer was in attendance for the 2014
affair, which Ohio won by a point.

“I was watching the game kind of think-
ing that I"d definitely like the chance to
play in this game,” Gummer said.

Gummer will get his chance at wide
receiver for Jeremy McElroy’s squad. He
earned his way to the Ohio roster thanks to
a huge season for Coach Brett McLean's
Red Devils.

The 5-10, 160 pounder was an impact
player from the word go for the Red Devils.
In helping St. C. to a 10-0 regular seasan,
OVAC Class 4A title and trip to the
Division V playoffs, Gummer caught 32
passes for 775 yards and 13 touchdowns.

He also had a kickoff return for a touch-
down that proved to be a major play in the
St. C. victory against Martins Ferry.

Quite simply, it was about making as
many plays as he could to help the rela-
tively underclass-dominated Red Devils
achieve success.

See, GUMMER, Page D2
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k
TURED ARE the Ohio quarterbac
zllagons for Sunday's 70th annual Fltidf},{
Mumley OVAC All-Star Game. From ed
are St. John's Chaice Truex (1eft) an
Beaver Local’s Chase Hilliard.

SJC’s Truex
ready to lead
Ohio offense

By KYLE LUTZ
For The Times Leader

BETHANY - St Joh%'ts Chaice Truex is
i ing position right now. _
" ﬁtﬂirsnﬁe %)’IPO the quarterbacks for the Ohio
team in the 70th annual QVA_C Rpfdy
Mumley All-Star Game that will kick o e?lt
7:15 p.m. Sunday night. Before camp start ;
hé began working on his form again to ge
ready for the big game in which he will reptr].:,-
sent his high school one moie tme wherl\ 3
teams take the field at Wheeling Islan
Stc}%gin.me last week-and-a-half, _I’Xe been
going to work out with Jose Daxls, Truex
said of his high school coach. Thromgg
some balls, throwing some rot,t‘tes to St.
John's receivers and getting ready.
"Being the quarterback is no easy task, espe-
ciolly for an all-star game, That person 15 in
the position that everyone keeps their eye (‘?]:Ill.
Truex is ready for the challenge as he has the
all around him. .,
mﬁ%e have a big group up front,” Truex
said. “When they call my name to throw the
pass, I'm just going to throw to the receivers
and the athletes and make them make plays.
The 6-foot-6 signal caller may have a
slight advantage over his Ohio teammat]es.
While some Ohio All-StaI_s were able to play
against a few West Virginia teams 1 years
past, Truex was a meﬁnb&lar of one for his first
in high school.
t'br'fl:‘em%?{a?aw tirﬁe: at wideout when he was at
i ue.
Bls‘rll?’g Eol:rvliifl;hrivalry," Truex said about the
game. “Some guys are whispering to me th},s
and that. But, it will be proven on game day.
When he was with the Bishops, he was
catching passes from one of the West
Virginia all-star quarterbacks, Jesse ]?'adlo'wli
He was also on the field and lining up w‘}t
Josh Miller, who is also playing for W.Va.
' ing the Bishops. )
rcgfgggprt;n f%iends.“ Tglex said of his fom’ler
teammates. “But we are enemies now. We vg
been enemies ever since this year. It shoul
e i jor difference
Truex also pointed out the major difie :
of playing in Ohio compared to Wes

Virgiaia,

See, TRUEX, Page D2
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Gummer

Continued from Page B1

Being tcammaies with so many guys thal he grew up
playing against for so many years hasn’t been a tough
adjustment for Gummer.,

“It's just like being teammates with anyone else,”
Gummer said. “We're a team and though we may have
soime dillerences, we'll put them aside and do our best to
sel through them and work as o team.”

While many come to OVAC camp and 1alk about the
fricndships, relationships and experiences the come from
the pame and week, Gummer has approached it u little bit
differently,

He wants to win.

“Winning is a big part of this,” Gummer stressed. “[{'s
the end goal and what everyone's working hard to achieve
on both teams. This is a big game and (winning) is what

we're fighting toward,”

Truex

Conlinued from Page B1

“Howas a big adjustment
going to Ohio lrtom West
Virginia,” Truex said,
“Nothing apainst West
Virginia, but in Ohio it’s so
much harder to succeed
because there ace so many
more schools and so many
more athletes,”

It did not seem that
Tritex had the trouble of
lransitioning from his wide-
QUL position o quarterback
when he made it to St,
Toha. He sturted our at
receiver, and then two
weeks inlo practice wis pul
al the quarterback spot and
eventually pat the starting
Job.

“It was a big adjustment
because I only played quar-
terback when [ was little. 1
never played it in high
school,” Truex said. “So [
think 1 udjusted well.”

Trucx was put back in
his old position in the final
two games of the scason as
he saw time at wide receiv-
cr again.

He will be going to
Allegheny College this Iali,
but will not be playing foot-
ball. Instead will opted for
basketball,

“Schools wanted me to
play Tootball,” Truex said.

“IT MEANS a lot. Just
coming out here with
these guys up here for
a week. It's a big
atmosphere to play in.
That's nuts to be in
the 70th annual game
and Ohio won it fast
year and fooking to go
two in a row.”

- Chalce Truex
SJC, Ohio OB

“But 1 never really had the
chance to focus on one
sport and I had a pretty
good season in basketbalil
this year. So I'm going (o
see how far I can go in
that.”

With choosing the court
over the gridiron, Truex is
about to strap on the pads
ornie final fime,

“It means a lot,” Truex
said about being an OVAC
All-Star. “Just coming out
here with these guys up
here for a week. It’s a big
atmosphere to play in.
That’s nuts to be in the
70th annuad game and Ohio
won it fast year and looking
10 go two in a row,”
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RUDY MUMLEY OVAC All-Star Football Game Director Bob Kach {center) is flanked by Ohio coach
Jeremy McElroy {left) and West Virginia coach lan Whittington. The game is slated for 7:15 on Sunday
amp and preparations for the gama are under way.

night at Whesling Island Stadium.

OVAC All-Star prep continues

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sporis Editor

BETHANY - The countdown
toward, King Football's return is
officialiy on.

Preparations for the 70th annual
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Footbdll Game got under way

Sunday evening and continued

Monday when players and coaches
from both Ohio and West Virginia
took part in media day at Bethany
College.

Both head coaches — Ohio’s
Jeremy McElroy and West
Virginia's Ian Whittington — were
pleased: with how the first few prac-
tices have gone, including a triple
session Monday,

“You can see at practice why
these kids are all-stars,” McElroy
said. “You can see it in their work,
attention to detail, their approach
and their leadership.”

Whittington, who is the head
coach at Oak Gien, called the expe-
rience thus far, “amazing.”

“The players are flying around,
they're excited to be here, excited to
practice and excited to get to work
every day,” Whittington said.
“These guys are fired up. We've got
a live bunch.”

The players have been on infor-
mation averload as they have
upward of 15 practices to formally
grasp offensive and defensive
schemes leading up to kickoff,
which is slated for 7:15 p.m. at

Whecling Island Stadium.

“We're trying to blitz them with
information and material right now,”
McElroy said. “We're trying to see
what sticks and what we can do
well. We're scrambling a bit right
now, but as the week goes on we’ll
tone it down when we know what
we're going to do and what we're
capable of doing.”

Even in the down time, the play-
ers and coaches are going over
things and even walking through
them to speed up the process of
learning the system.

“You try to get ns much in as you
can at the beginning, see what sticks
and then work from there,” McElkoy

Ses, Prep, Page B2

VAC All-Star

0h|o hames
its defense
for contest

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Edilor

BETHANY — Versatility and toughness were
key qualifications for being chosen for the defensive
side of the ball for the Ohio squad in the 70th annu-
al Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Game.

Ohio coach Jeremy McElroy believes he found
all of that os he announced the group that checked
into camp Sunday to begin preparations for this
weekend's game at Wheeling Island Stadium,

“We’re excited about our linebackers and we
think our defensive backs are guys who could help
us on offense and our receivers could help us on
defense,” McElroy said. “We'll see how it shakes
out this week at camp, but we like these kids.”

Along with his linebackers and defensive backs,
McElroy also announced River's Colton Wright as
his placekicker.

“We're excited to work with Colton,” McElroy
said. *He had a heckuva year at River and it ulways
helps when you're strong in the kicking game.’

Here's a capsule look at the players:

BRUCE BURGER, Martins Ferry — This
two-way performer was a big contributor for Coach
Dave Bruney’s team.

The 6-foot, 200-pounder ran for 669 yards and
four touchdowns as a fullback. Defensively, he
logged 96 tackles as a senior, which followed up a
junior campaign in which he accumulated 73.

Burger was first team All-Eastern District and
All-Ohio special mention each of the last two sea-
sons. He was also an All-OVAC selection,

Bruce, who plans on attending OUE, is the son of
Bruce and Mindy Burger.

.ZACH CONNOR, Indian Creek — This for-
mer Redskin had a stellar career for his father and
head coach, Andrew Connor.

The 6-0, 220-pounder was charied with 41 solo,
46 assists, 13 tackles for loss and five sacks as a
senior. He also had three forced fumbles and 16
quarterback hurries. He ran for 330 yards and seven
touchdowns as a fullback.

Ses, Ohlo, Page B2
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Contin. from Page B1

Connor’s fine season
didn't go unnoticed. He
was named All-OVAC,
All-Buckeye 8, All-Quad
County, All-Eastern
District, All-Valley and
third teamm All-Ohio.

Away Trom football,
Connor 1s 2 standout in the
classroom, earning academ-
ic All-Ohio. He’s also a
member of the Key Club.

Zach, who plans on
attending West Liberty, is
the son of Andrew and
Tiltany Connor,

JARED HESLOPD,
Dridgeport — This two-
wiy lineman was an impact
player for Coach Rudy
Vavrock’s team.

The 6-0, 260-pounder
earned all-district, All-val-
ley, All-Times Leader and
all-state special mention,

Heslop also compeled in
basebal and bowling.

Jared plans to attend
Belmont College.

CHASE HILLIARD,
Beaver Local — This for-
mer Beaver shined in the
sccondary for McElroy's
teamn.

The G-1, 165-pounder
lined up at defensive back
and was named honorable
mention AI-OVAC, first
team all-district and special
mention All-Ohio.

Along with football,
Hilliard was a standout in
soceer, recording 53 career
goals, which ranks sixth in
Ohiop history. He was also a
Jetterman in basketball.

Chase, who is the son of
Mike and Lori Hilliard,
plans  on  attending
Muskingum,

AUSTIN Me-
CONVILLE, Bellaire —
This former Big Red was a
tackling machine for Coach
Steve Andres’ squad.

The 6-0, 175-pounder
recorded 99 solo tackles
and 108.5 total stops. His
solo-tackle lotal is a school
record.

His fine season was rec-
ognized by his placement
on All-OVAC, All-
Basternm District, All-
Valley, All-Times Leader,
third team All-Ohio, and he
wis i WTOV-9 Defensive
Pluyer of the Year nomi-
nee.

Along with flootball,
McConville was a multiple-
year letterman in wrestling,
He voluntecrs at Maiting
Ferry First Baptist Church
Vacalion Bible School.

Auslin, who is the son of
Keith and Elaine
McConville, plans on
attending OUL.

DILLON POINTER,
Buckeye Trail — This
senior was a talented run
stopper for Coach Bill
Hartmeyer's team.

The 6-1, 285-pounder
was 1 standout two-way
lineman ¢n roule to eaming
tiwee varsity letters. He was
a specinl mention All-
Eastern District selection.

Pointer also received the

Archie Griffin OHSAA
Sportsimanship Award and
the United States Marine
Corps Athletic
Achievement Award,

Diilon, who is undecided
about his future plans, is the
son of Gene and Rebecca
Pointer.

STONE ROMANO,
Steubenville Catholic —
This former Crusader was a
two-way standout for
Coach Steve Daley’s
squad.

The 6-0, 225-pounder
ran for 1,021 as a senior
and accumulated 23 career
touchdowns, He was also a
standout at linebacker.

For his efforts, he was
named first team All-
OVAC, All-Quad County,
All-Eastern District, All-
Valley and special mention
All-Ohio.

Away from football,
Romano was a member of
the Key Club and SADD.

Stone, who plans on
attending Chio Dominican
University, is the son of
Paul and Jackie Romano.

ETHAN SHANNON,
Edison — This former
Wildcat was a two-way
performer for Coach Derck
Stickles’ team.

The 5-10, 195-pounder
recorded 103 tackles and
900 yards rushing as a jun-
jor and more than 800
yards us a senior.

He was twice named All-
OVAC, All-Quad County,
All-Eastern District,

Ethan, who is planning
on attending Bethany
Coilege, is the son of Erme
and Connie Shanneon.

ERRIK SNELL,
Cambridge — This for-
mer Bobcat was 4 standout
in the secondary and at
wide receiver for Coach
Kevin Gunn's tcam.

The 5-10, 175-pounder
was a lock-down commer en
route to All-OVAC, All-
ECOL and all-district hon-
ors.

In track, Snell was 2 state
high hurdle champion in
2014. He placed again this
spring.

Errik, who plans on
attending Tiftin, is the son
of Tony and Lisa Snell,

COLTON WRIGHT,
River — This former Pilot
became quite the weapon in
the kicking game for Coach
Mike Flannery’s Pilots.

The 6-2, 160-pounder
was good on 16 of 18
PATs and knocked home
seven field goals, including
a long of 34. He had five
career game-winning Kicks.
He also posted o 37-yard
punting average.

Wright was a second
team All-Ohioam, first-
team AIl-OVAC, All-
Eastern District, Ali-
Vatley and All-Times
Leader pick.

Colton, who plans on
attending Belmont College,
is the son of Donnie and
Kelly Wright.
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OVAC Classic

IT IS snid that football is king in brings together more than 100 local

i i en musicians. In just a few days of
the Qb0 e aness. bcmgs t}?@ gi'agtice, they blencjl their tﬂé;mts into
at the 70th annual 2 magnificent musical machine.
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i Classic. a eauty and g { -
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g:t:;ccl:lalixrgy and camﬂgraderic. The Leading the chee(rjs will bt;]: sgg‘x:
game is one of the features of the of the best cheerleaders in eralors
summer season and marks the offi- ference as some 20 spirit-gene wors
cial kickoff of the high school foot- from both sides of the mg:r wi L
bail for 2013. . spurring on the players an cl'o\;irt 1
The players have been put Not to be forg|otten are p(E)l ici-
through a rigorous practice sched- pants from years pu§t. Art} i-);iaé
ule. Despite the abbreviated prepa- reunion for the game's ﬁ)ﬁi a(jj pslu:s
ration time, we are certain the in 2005 will be held\; _eu 1— s
respective teams will be primed to from g]tll}gc%ame in 1965 will also
ak levels, recognized. )
pegc’f&c’)gr\lv:ilglgeboth sides the best of  Game director Bob Koch and h1ts
luck, and we are rooting for an staff leave no stonc unturned in put-
injury-free contest. ‘ ting on a gala affair. I those
The game, however, is just one We tip our helmets io a 0
piece of a sparkling pigskin puzzle. who help make the Rudy évlurtl;t\) 31);
The Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star  OVAC All-Star Charity Foo
Charity Football Classic has often Classic just that -- a classic. losers
been termed an exiravaganzi. As a result, there a no 5)53
We believe that is truly the case. Sunday. Everyone involve l:f l‘:
The football is accentuated by a winner, especially chqulity, évuc
myriad of events and activities. has realized ncarly a million dollars

i

L_The McDonald's All-Star Band from past games.




70TH ANNUAL OVAC RUDY MUMLEY ALL-STAR GAME

Gummer
To Play In
2nd All-

Star Game

St. C grad played
in DV-VII Ohio
North-South Game

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

BETHANY — Malik Gummer

knows a thing or two about all-star
games.

After all, the recent St
Clairsville graduate is about to
embark on his second in about
three months when he takes to the
field Sunday night in the 70th

. annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC
All-Star Football
Game.

Gummer was
a member of the
South squad in
the Division V-
Vil Ohio North-
South Game,
which was held
in April at Day-
ton’s Welcome Stadium. He scored
a touchdown in that game,

Prior to getting the invitation to
play, Gummer wasn’t all that
familiar with the North-South
Game. The same can’t be said for
the OVAC affair.

“The OVAC Game has been
around a long time and it's the one
I’ve grown up watching,” Gummer
satd. “I always thought it would be
cool to play in this game and now
I'm here. It’s pretty cool.”

Gummer was in attendance for
the 2014 affair, which Ohio won
by a point.

“I was watching the game kind
of thinking that I'd definitely like
the chance to play in this game,”
Gummer said.

Gummer will get his chance at
wide receiver for Jeremy McEIl-
roy’s squad. He earned his way to
the Ohio roster thanks to a huge
season for Coach Brett McLean's
Red Devils,

The 5-10, 160 pounder was a0

" Please See GUMMER, Page 10

Gummer

Jesse Padlow (1) and Josh

Photo by Kyla Lutz

Miller (3) pose for a pitcure during Media Day at

Bethany College. The two have known each other ever since they were children.

Childhood Friends
Suit Up One Final Time

Days at Bishop were
ones to remember for
Padlow and Miller

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Wrlter
BETHANY. — Recent Bishop Donahue
Eraduates Jesse Padlow and Josh Miller

ave a storybook history together. The
two athletes were part of a senior class
that put Bishop Donahue on the sports
map with their success, as both were on
the football and basketball teams.

The two go back farther than that,
though. Padlow and Miller grew up in the
same town and were friends since they
were children.

“Me and Josh have been playing with
each other since we were 5,” Padlow said.
“We grew up in the same town. Just for
him to be here with me is something very
special.”

With all the success they have had with
the Bishops, the two childhood friends
will straF on the helmets one more time as
both will participate in the 70th annual
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football
Game that will take place on at 7:15 on
Sunday night at Wheeling Island Stadium.

“It's great. We've been living by each
other our whole life,” Miller said. “So it’s
just a great last moment for us.”

Buock in their e:zurliy1 days playing sports,
Miller always saw the athleticism in Pad-
low. He knew that the quarterback would
make it to the all-star game.

“I never thought I would,” Miller said.
“Jesse was always a star growing up when
we were younger. But I never thought that
I would just tag along with him, and I'm
just happy to be here with him.”

Padiow holds Bishop Donahue records
for passing attempts, completions, yards
and touchdowns. In his final season in the
green and yellow, he compiled 2,280
yards and 23 touchdowns while rushing
for 581 yards and eight scores. It became
necessary that Padlow was named one of
the four quarterbacks in the game.

“It means a lot to me, Ever since 1 was
a kid I’ve been going to this game and
wanting to play in it,” Padlow said.
“Finally getting here, it’s a great feeling.”

The Triends were a part of the class that
made Bishop Donahue a legitimate con-
tender. In fact, about 10 years ago the
football program was almost gone. g['hut's
when current Bishops head coach John
Durdines took control of the program and

Please Sec BISHOPS, Page 10
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{Continued frosn Fage 4)
impact player {rom the
word go for the Red Deve
ils. In helping 50 Coto a
10-0 repular scason,
OVAC Class 4A titie and
trip to the Devision ¥V play-
ofls, Gumwer cansht 32
passes Tor 77 yards and
13 touchdtowins.

e also had o Kickolr
return Tor o icuchdown thay
proved to boe aomijor play

T
BisHors -
(Continued fraem P 9)
made Bishop Powabne the
percumal powerhouse ilois

Locliy.

“I'm overy honored (o
represent Bishop don-
ahue,” Milter said, “That's
a pread sciwool, Mo o nel
Iy knows about i and i1
flew under the radae until
the past conple ol years.

in the St. C. viclory against
Martins Ferry.

Quile simply, it was
about making as muny
plays as he could to help
the relatively underclass-
domiuated Red Dovils
achicve success.

Being teammates with so
wany guys that he grew up
Playing against for s0 many
years hasn't been o tough
adjustiment Tor Gummer.

“It's just like being
teammates with anyonc
clsc,” Gummer said.
“We're a team and though
we miy have some differ-
ences, we'll put them aside
and do our best to get
through them and work as a
leam,”

Whilc many come to
OVAC camp and talk
about the friendships, rela-
tionships and expericnces

the come Irom Lthe game
and week, Gommer 1as
approached it a litile hil
differently.

He wants to win.

“Winning 15 o big purt of
this,” Gummer stressed.
“Ie’s the end goal and swhal
cveryonc's working hard 1o
achicve on both (eams,
This is a big game and
(winning) is what we're
lighting toward.”

s o family there, aud 'm
very happy o be here,™

Now 1's time to repre-
sent the schoo! that they arc
proud o say they went (o
one linal time.

“I'my very proud,” Pad-
low sid. “You go back 10
yuilrs ago and you look al
Bishop Donuf;uc. They
weren'l even on the map. |

just feel like my class, we
readly helped put them back
there and 1 hope they con-
linne to succeed.”

“It was the best time,”
Milter said. “T1 was me,
Jesse, Bren (Moore), even
Chase Padlow Tor a couple
years, Alex Ricedel and Matt
Yucelik. Our whole class,
we reatly came together and

it was a great Jour years,”™

As they take the Ticld
Sunday, there will he a spe-
cial connection between the
two, but Miller will et Pad-
Ipw know what o do il he
fines up in sinple coverape.

Hmogoing o give o little
head tap to Jesse to et him
Know,” Miller said. “One
last deep puss.”
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Ex-JM, Bethany Star Drahos

Off to Uzbekistan on Mission |

Now a commercial lender, he will travel
to work with national team, spread faith

By DORSEY KINDLER
Staff Writer

WHEELING — Matt Drahos is a
basketball player on a mission.
Quite literally. .

The former John Marshall High
School and Bethany College hoops
standout is heading across the glo
to Uzbekistan to teach the game and
spread his faith.

do is work with their national
teams,” Drahos said. “Both men's
and women’s. And the 18 and under
and 16 and under national teams.
They might bring in some younger
teams in the area. We’ll do camps
and clinics with them. Play basket-
ball during the day. And talk about
our faith in the evenings."”
Drahos modestly said he had a
*“decent career” as a forward at John

Marshall. At Bethany he’s still the
second-leading scorer, was an All
American and is still the all-time
leading rebounder and shot blocker.

Currently he works for Progres-
sive Bank as a commercial lender.
And his place of business has con-
tributed a significant portion of the
$3,000 be needs to go on his mis-
sion trip. Once in country, the hous-
ing and travel are covered by the
Uzbekistan National Basketball
Association. But getting there is not.

“And also we're raising a bit to

“Basically what we’re going to

Please See DRAHOS, Page 13

plus, left, and Senior Vice President Brad Winwood.

Photo provided
Progressive Bank commaerical lender Matt Drahos, cen-
ter, is presented a check by bank President Bill Petro-

70th OVAG Rudy Mumley II-Star Football

One More
Time As
Patriots

Park trio to play initial
game in refurbished digs

‘By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer

BETHANY — No matter what position
an athlete is playing on the team, it is
always special to be able to represent your
high school in an all-star game. For 65
football players from the Ohio Valley, it is
an even bigger honor to represent their
home state as the 70th Annual Rudy Mum-
ley OVAC All-Star Game will kick off at
7:15 on Sunday night.

There are three athletes, however, who
have the biggest honor when they step on
the field one last time in & high school uni-
form. Wheeling Park’s Theo Blackston,
Henry Gomperts and Elliott O’Brien will
all strap on the pads Sunday night and
walk out on their home turf one fina] time
as Wheelin% Park Patriots.

“It’s really spmething spedinl,” O’Brien
said. “We had 'a bitter taste jn our mouth
after the Capital game. But getting to finish
my high school career at Wheeling Island
Stad’i'um is the best thing that could hap-

1.
~O’Brien will be on the offensive and

m

Photo by Kyle Lutz

Wheeling Park’s Theo Blackston, assistant coach Tim Ickes, Elliott O'Brien and
Henry Gompers pose for a picture during Media Day at Bethany College.

defensive line with Gompers as well.
Blackston will see his time at running back
and defensive end. With Gompers and
O’Brien on the line, they ‘will be able to
make holes in the defense one final time to
let Blockston do his work in the backfield.

Park assistant Tim Ickes will serve in the
same role during the game.

*“Those two, they were our best linemen
last year,” Blackston said of his team-
mates, “They put in the work all summer
and we pushed each other. That's how we
Eot better, we pushed each other. Just

eing with those guys, I love them to
death. They're my brothers and to have

one more game with them is truly a bless-
ing.” . ‘

To make matters even better for this
Wheeling trio, it will play on the new
Wheeling Island Stadium turf. After being

- renovated, it just seems like it is necessa

for these Patriots that have had so muc
success on the old field, get to use their tal-
£nts on the new one.

“It feels great,” Gompers said. “I really
can’t believe that I'm going to be pluying
on the new turf and in the new stadium.
I’m just really excited to get out there and

Please See PATRIOTS, Page 12

Linsly grad travels nine
~hours to play in contest

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer

BETHANY — The determination and
dedication of Linsly’s Chuckwudi Chuck-
wi is unlike anything other. The recently

raduatéd Cadets offensive lineman and

efensive end had quite the journey to
camp for the 70th annual Rucfy Mumle
OVAC All-Star Game that is set to kick oif
at 7:15 on Sunday night.

Literally. .

The Ohio University signee sat on a bus
nnd rode nine hours from New Jersey to
Wheeling just to play in the game.

“I guess it’s my love for football,”

Chuckwu snid about his
decision on making the
trip. “I have so much
Eassion. These four years

ave been really pood to
me. I've only been play-
ing football for four
years, I guess it all start-
ed here and it’s kind of
like my last high school
football game. I want to
have a blast with my teammnates. It’s going
to be a great time."”

After some talking with his parents, they
finally conceded and allowed Eim to make
the long haul te play in one final high
5chool game.

“It’s a passion,” Chuckwu said. “It's
something that I really love. If I really

CHUKWU

Love of Gaq;BringgChukwu Back

want it, I'm going to put my mind and
heart to it.” '

When Chuckwu first arrived at Linsly as
a freshman, he had no idea that football
would have this much impact on his life.

*“My father, he was looking at schools

and wondering what was good for me,”
Chuckwu said. *1 joined the Tootball team
and I félt really happy. I felt welcomed and
it was a family. Year by year I started to

‘grow not only as a person but as a football

plagcr, and here I am today.”
huckwu will be joined by tcammates
Zak Kriechbaum, who will be his room-
mate at Ohio, and Chimechi Oparanozie.
For one final time, they will be on the grid-
iron together representing Linsly.

“It's a special honor,” Chuckwu said.

Please See CHUKWU, Page 12

Game

W.Va.
Defense
Named

Whittington thinks

it can be special

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

BETHANY - 'Tan Whitting-
ton knows Qhio has plenty of
playmakers on the offensive side
of the ball.

The West Virginia couach
believes he has plenty of play-
makers on the defensive side,
which should lead to an interest-

Sunday night at

ivr\‘lg matchu
heeling Island Stadium in. the

“70th annual Rudy- -Mumley
OVAC All-Star Football Game,

Whittington announced his
linebackers, secondary and kicker
for the game.

““I honestly believe we have a
lot of depth at linebacker and
guys who are tough against the
run,” Whittington said. “Our out-
side linebackers have to be able
to move, Our defensive backs can
fly around and they’re bigger,
versatile kids.” '

Camp fot under way Sunday at
Bethany College.
Here’s a capsule look at the
plugers:
YLAN ANDERSON, Mor-
gantown — This former Mohi-
an shined at middle linebacker
for Coach Tohn Bowers’ team.

The 6-foot-2, 225-pounder |

recorded 100 tackles last season
en route to honorable mention ali-
state, second team All-TRAC,
All-Area ond honorable mention
All-OVAC.

Anderson, who plans on

attending West Liberty, is the son .

of Bob and Stephanie Anderson.
THEO BLACKSTON,
Whecling Park — This former
Patriot enjoyed a huge season for
Coach Chris Daugherty’s team.
The 6-1, 235-pounder logged
time at running back, defensive
end, linebacker and fullback. He
finished with more than 1,500
yards and scored 19 touchdowns

Please See W.VA.,, Page | 2




PATRIOTS —

(Continued from Page 11)
play one more time.”

Gompers did not know he
would play in the game, but
fresh off the North-South
contest, he is ready to go.

“I didn’t think 1 was actu-
ally going to play in this,”
Gompers said. “But I'm veal-
ly excited that I got the
opportunity to, and 1 just
want to go out there and beat
Ohio.”

Emotions will be running
high for both teams as they
sit in the locker room before
the game and during half-
time. However, it will really
mean something more for
these players as that locker
room was 4 home to them on
Friday nights. Running out of
the tunnel onto the turf in
front of thousands of scream-
ing fans again is something
they will never forget.

“Last time in that locker
room,” O'Brien said. “There
Were $0 many great memao-
ries there.”

“I can't wait,” Blackston
said. “It*s going to be fun.
It"s a great opportunity to
come out and play ut home
one mote time on the st 1
just cant’t wait and 1'm going
to put ont 4 show for the peo-
ple back home.”

CHUKWU ——

(Continued from Page 11)

“I"'m thankful for being
chosen but at the same time
it’s noi about me, it’s abow
the family I've had. I'm
thanktul for the support that
my coaches, my family and
i everyone has given me, I'm
happy. I'm thankful for
Coach (B.J) Depew who has
been behind me ever since
the day I stepped on the foot-
ball field.”

After the all-star game,
Chuckwu will truvel back to
New Jersey, then have a
week to pack things as he
will then make hig way to
Athens, Obio.

“I'm real nervous about
it,” Chuckwu said. “But at
the same time, I'm really
excited. For someone who
has only been playing foot-
ball for four years and from
where 1 started from, it’s just
a huge achievement for me to
continue Lo play football for
the next four years, I'm
blessed.

“When you put vour mind
to something and you dedi-
cale yourself and really put in
the work, then you'll achieve
your goals. 1 still have many
| more goals to go and hope-
fully I keep climbing, work-
ing hard and don’t let any
distractions distract me and
I'l be good.”

W.Va.

(Continued from Page 11)
en route 1o all-state honors.

Along with the state honor, Blackston was
mimed first team AII-OVAC, AU-TRAC,
All-Valley, Big 22 Finalist, Elks Player of
the Month and player of the week,

Theo, who will play at Mercyhurst Uni-
versity, is the son of Pamela Ebbert,

MICAH BOLES, Parkersburg South
— This former Patriot will handle the kick-
ing and punting as he did for Coach Mike
Eddy’s team.

The 5-9, 150-pounder was a perfect 33 of
33 on PATs and connected on five field
goals, ‘

Away from football, Boles is an Eagle
Scout und received the Woody Herman Jazz
Award. He’s also the president of the Fel-
lowship of Student Athletes,

Micah, who will attend WV U-Parkers-
burg, is the son of Trent and Amy Boles.

ZAHIR HICKS, Weir — This former
Red Rider shined at linebacker for Coach
Tony Filberto’s team,

The 6-0, 203-pounder recorded 111 tack-
Tes, 17 for loss, six sacks, recovered four
fumbles, forced two and picked off a pass.

His efforts were recognized through first

team AN-OVAC and All-Valley, He was

second team all-state.

Zahir, who is the son of Evonna Jordan, is
planning 1o attend West Liberty,

ZAK KRIECHDBAUM, Linsly — This
former Cadet did a little bit of everything for
Coach B.J. Depew’s team lust season.

The 5-10, 180-pounder logged 136 tack-
les, recorded 14 interceptions, 1,135 yards
recejving and was 7 of 7 on field gouls dur-
ing his cureer.

He was a first team AI-OVAC and All-
Valley pick. He was nwned tewn MVP and
was 2 finalist for special teums player of the

ear.
d Zak, who is going to Ohio University, is
the son of Doug and Jennifer Kriechbaum.

DEREK MARTIN, Cameron — This
Dragons standout had an impressive career
for Coach Scott Holt’s tean.

The 5-10, I'75-pounder recorded 163
tackles and 9.5 socks as a senior en rowie 1o
first team All-Vailey, AIl-OVAC and All-
Mason Dixon.

Away from football, Martin is 2 member
of the Nutional Honor Society and vice pres-
ident of the student council. He was also
class valedictorian.

Derek, who will attend Kenyon College,
is the son of Gary und Kelli Martin.

JOSH MILLER, Bishop Donahue —
This linchiacking standout played a key role
for Coach John Durdines’ team.

The 6-3, 185-pounder logged 123 solo
ackles and had 10 interceptions en route to
first team All-Valley, All-OVAC and special
mention all-state, -

Josh, who is the son of Chet and Terri
Miller, is going to Wheeling Jesuit,

JOJO RICE, Weir — This Red Riders
speedster had a big season for Filberto’s
team.

The 5-6, 140-pounder was an A-OVAC
performer. He was also a standout in track.

ToJo, who s the son of John and Patty
Rice, will aitend West Virginia,

COLBY SHRIVER, Clay-Battelle —
This former Cee-Bee had a big season {rom
his linebacker post for Coach Ryan Wilson's
team,

The 6-0, 210-pounder recorded 109 lack-
les, two forced fumbles and two recovered
fumbles. He also ran for 414 yards und four
touchdowns.

Shriver was a second team all-state sclee-
tion, first team All-Mason Dixon, second
cam All-OVAC and Dominion Post All-
Ared team,

Colby, who will attend Fairmont State, is

the son of Terry and Angelia Shriver,
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PICTURED IS the 2015 Ohio All-Star Team. Front row, from left, are head coach Jeremy McElroy (Beaver Local), J.C.
Coleman (8t, Clairsville), Kalub Mitchell (Harrison Central), Jack Fitch (Martins Ferry), Riley Hayhurst (Cambridge), Levi
Brown (Monroe Central), Zach Connor (Indian Creek), Dylan Wood (Meadowbrook), Malik Gummer (St. Clairsville) and
assistant coach Ed Weidger. Second row, from left, are assistant coach Charlie Dolnosich, Stone Romano (Steubenville
Central), Bruce Burger (Martins Ferry), Eric Howell (Shadyside), Chase Hilllard (Beaver Local), Errik Snell (Cambridge),
Moe Lathan (Cambridge), Lucas Herrington (Steubenville), Chaice Truex (St. John Central), Austin McConville (Bellaire)
and assistant coach Rich Shilting. Third row, from left, are assistant coach Jeff Weidger, Mitch Wells (Barnesville), -Seth
Bloor (Wellsville), Jared Heslop (Bridgeport), Jake Karovic (Steubenville Central), Dillon Pointer (Buckeye Trall), Scott
Hammond (Shadyside), Ethan Shannon (Edison), Hunter Westlake (Bellaire) and assistant coach T.J. Osbon. Fourth row,
from left, are assistant coach Aaron West, Colton Wright (River), Jacob Quinn (Meadowbrook), Darin Neff (Meadowbraok),
Cody Beavers (Martins Ferry}, Austin Lawrence (Beaver Local), Jason Sims {Beaver Local), Jonathan Bodkin (Martins
Ferry) and assistant coach Dave Allen. Top row, from ieft, are managers Paine Allen, Noah Wast and Michael Clendennan.
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- 70th annual Mumley OVAC Game set for tonight

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editar

BETHANY - The practices are com-
plete, the trash-talking is ongoing and ever-
lasting friendships have been formed,

Game day for the 70th annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC Ali-Star Charity Football
Classic has arrived.

Players from Ohio and West Virginia
wrapped up their preparations with a final
practice on Saturday. Both teams will go
through a brief walk through this moruing
before making their way to Wheeling
Island Stadium for tonight’s game, which is
scheduled to kick off at 7:15 p.m.

“We're in good spirits apd ready to play
the game,” Ohio head coach Jeremy
McElroy said. “The week’s gone by quick-
ly and everything’s been first class. It’s just
an awesome expericnce for the kids and the
coaches.”

Both West Virginia head coach lan
Whittington and McElroy are first-time
coaches in the annual game.

“‘Having the week come to an end is a lit-
tle bittersweet,” Whittington said. “We’re
definitely going to miss these kids, We’ve
formed o relationship with them. They’ve
done anything and everything we’ve asked
of them because they’re genuinely great
kj,ds,"

While the week’s been enjoyable and the
relationships have formed, both sides want

to cap it off with a victory.

wmel FI*] @ Huntington

OVAC ALL-STAR FOOTBALL
Who: Ohio vs. West Virginia
When: Tonight, 7:15 p.m.
Where: Wheeling Island Stadium
Tickets: Avallable at the gate for $10..
Radlo: AM 1600

Teleylslon: WTOV-9

work. This might be an all-star game, but

-these kids want to win the game, too.”

As for on the field, both head coaches are
anxious to sec how the lines match up with
one another. Both feature plenty of size and
athleticism.

“Our defepsive line has some of the best
athletes in this game,” Whittington said.
“We know Ohio is big and massive, but we
feel our strength is our defensive ling, so
it’ll be interesting to see that matchup,”

McElroy firmly believes the Buckeyes
boast a bevy of ouvs who are canahle nf

prises, but in the end it comes down to
blocking and tackling.”

West Virginin won't settle on its starting
quarterback until game time, according to
Whittington. It was a true battle all week
between Jesse Padlow, Zach Heasley,
Aaron Walker and William Larch.

“We gave each guy equal reps and equal
chance and we’ve not come up with a depth
chart yet, but all four wiil play,”
Whittington said. C '

The Mountaineers ~ unlike Ohio -
will utilize a handful of guys on both sides
of the ball. McElroy, meanwhile, didn't
completely rule out the possibility, but
wouid like to platoon as much as possibie.

Cody Rine is scheduled to stast at both

right guard and defensive tackle for West
Virginia. Zak Kriechbaum will get the start
at wide receiver and cornerbak.

Theo Blackston will see time at running
back and start at defensive end. Juce
Neville is another player who will see time
both ways, playing at running back and cor-
ner.

Chimechi Oparanozie, who missed the
entire season at Linsly, will get the start at
running back. Peyton Palmer will serve as
the fullback.

Also slated to start up front are Henry
Gompers, Elliott O’Brien, Dane Mills and
Scott Kubancik,

The Mountain State defense will be led
by Linsly product Chuckwudi Chuckwu,

wthn W hitbimatnm cald Win nn mnnd we ot o
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By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

BETHANY - The practices are ¢om-
plete, the trash-talking is ongoing and ever-
lnsting friendships have been formed.

Game day for the 70th annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Classic has arrived.

Players from Ohio and West Virginia
wrapped up their preparations with a final
practice on Saturday. Both teams will go
through a brief walk through this morning
before making their way td Wheeling
Island Stadium for tonight's game, which is
scheduled to kick oft at 7:15 p.m.

“We're in good spirits and rcady to play
the game,” Ohio head coach Feremy
McElroy said. “The week's gone by quick-
ly and everything’s been first class, It's just
an awesome expetience for the kids and (he
coaches.”

Bath West Virginia head coach Ian
Whittington and McElroy are first-time
coaches in the annual game,

“Having the week come to an end is a lit-
tie bittersweet,” Whittington said. “We're
definitely going to miss these kids. We've
formed a relationship with them. They've
done anything and everything we’ve asked
of them because they’re genuinely great
kids.”

While the week’s been enjoyable and the
relationships have formed, both sides want
to cup it off with a victory. .

“QOur guys are chomping at the bit,”
Whittington said, “This is an extremely
hungry team that’s banded together like a
group of brothers. This is probably the
fastest-I've ever seen a téam come together,
Teams where kids grow up in the same
town probably don’t gel as quickly as this
team did.”

The! Ohio squad has been fairly reserved
this week at the events, but McElroy is per-
fectly OK with that mentality.

“The chemistry of this team has been
great because we have a lot of guys who

i are like silent assassins,” McElroy said.

“They're not a big show team or do much
taiking (publically), but they're looking for-
ward to going to compete and going fo
| :
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OVAC ALL-STAR FOOTBALL
Who: Ohio vs. West Virginia
When: Tonight, 7:15 p.m.
Where: Wheeling Island Stadium
Tickets: Available at the gate for $10..
Radio: AM 1600
Television: WTOV-9

work. This might be an all-star game, but

-these kids want to win the game, too.”

As for on the field, both head coaches are
anxious to see how the lines match up with
one another. Both feature plenty of size and
athleticism.

“QOur defensive line has some of the best
athletes in this game,” Whittington said,
“We know Ohio is big and massive, but we
feel our strength is our defensive line, so
it’1l be interesting to see that matchup.”

McEiroy firmly believes the Buckeyes
boast a bevy of guys who are capable of
coming through with a big play, so his skill

guys on the.perimeter against West.

Virginia’s secondary is another. matchup to
keep an eye on, according to the Ohio boss.

“I think we have a nice group of skill
guys, but actually our entire team has a lot
of quality players,” McElroy said.

Unlike games throughout the season,
both McElroy and Whittington find them-
selves in a rather unfamiliar spot with no

" type of scouting report on the other team.

“That's one of the intriguing parts of this
game,” McElroy said. “There are set rules
in other all-star games I've been a part of,
but this is basically like like a regular sea-
son game. In the end, however, football is
football. I am sure there will be a few sur-

KAROVIC

HAMMOND

Jaks Karovic (Steubenville Central), Dillon Pointer (Buckeye Trall), Scott
Hunter Westiake (Bellaire) and assistant coach T.J. Osbon. Fourth row,
Jacob Quinn (Meadowbrook), Darin Neff (Meadowbrook), |
Jason Sims (Beaver Local), Jonathan Bodkin (Martins |
ssistant coach Dave!Allen; Top row, from left, are managers Paine Allen, Noah West and Michael Clendennon.
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» 70th annual Mumley OVAC Game set for tonight -

priscs, but in the end il comes down to
blocking and tackling.” 4

West Virginia wont seitle on its stirting
quarterback until game time, according 1o

Whittington. It was a true battle all week

between Jesse Padlow, Zach Heasley,

Aaron Walker and William Larch.

+“We gave each guy equal reps and equal
chance and we’ve not come up with a depth
chart yet, but all four will play,”
Whittington said. T '

The Mountaineers - unlike Ohio -
will utilize a handful of guys on both sides
of the ball. McElroy, meanwhile, didn't

completely rule out the possibility, but

would like to platoon as much as possible.

Cody Rine is scheduled to start at both

right guard and detensive tackle for West
Virginia, Zak Kriechbaum will get the start
at wide receiver and cornerbak.

Theo Blackston wiil see time at running
back and start at defensive end. Jace
Neville is another player who will see titne
both ways, playing at running back and cor-
ner.

Chimechi Oparanozic, who missed the
entire season at Linsly, will get the atart ot
running back. Peyton Palmer will serve as
the fullback.

Also slated to start up front are Henry
Gompers, Elliott O'Brien, Dane Mills and
Scott Kubancik.

The Mountain State defense will be led
by Linsly product Chuckwudi Chuckwu,
who Whittington said, “is as good as adver-
tised.” ‘

Nick Anderson will get the call at defen-
sive tackle. Dylan Anderson and Zahire
Hicks are set to start at inside backers,
while Josh Miller and Walker will see time
at gutside.

Brendan Schwendeman will roam at free
safety. '

“T feel confident with all of our groups,”
Whittington said. “All of the kids have pro-
vided immense effort every day. I hope
they're ready to show what they’re capable
of™
Ohio’s offense will be triggered by
Chaice Truex. Mo Lathan and Levi Brown

See, OVAC, Page C2
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ABQVE: Pictured are the
Ohlo linemen and kicker
for tonight’s game. Front
row, from left, are Jake
Karovic, Jon Bodkin, Jared
Heslop, Dillon Pointer and
Mitch Wells. Standing,
from left, are Colton
Wright, Seth Bloor, Austin
Lawrence, Darin Neff,
Jason Sims and Cody
Beavers.

AT LEFT: Pictured are the
Ohio running backs.
Kneeling, from left, are
Bruce Burger, Laevi Brown
and Mo Lathan. Standing,
from left, are Ethan
Shannon, Hunter
Woestlake, Stone Romano
and Eric Howell.
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AC All-Star Rosters
No. Name Ht  Wgt Pos, School
1 MakkGummer 5-10 160 WR/CB Sl Clairsvills
2 Dylan Wood 57 180 WRS  Meadowbrook
3 Zach Connor 60 220 RBAB  Indian Creek
5 LaviBrown 55 155 RBOB  Monwoe Central
6 RileyHayhurst 60 165 WR/S
7 Jack Flich 60 165 WRS  Marins Feny
B KalubMichel 60 170 WR/CB  Harison Central
9 JC.Coleman 84 170 WR/CB St Claisvile
10 Austin McConville 60 185 S4B Ballairs
12 Chaloe Truex 66 245 QBDE St John
14 LucasHeminglon 61 170 WR/S  Sleubsnvile
20 Moa Lathan 510 185 RBS  Cambridge
21 Emk Snall 510 175 WRCB  Cambridge
22 ChasaHiiard 61 165 QB/S Beaver Local
29 Erc Howell 62 205 RBDE  Shadyside
32 Bruce Burger 60 220 RBAB  Marlins Femy
33 StoneAomano 60 225 RBAB  Steubenwille CC
34 Huner Westlake 641 185 WRAB  Beflaie
40 Ethan Shamnon 510 195  RBAB  Edison
44 ScotHammond 61 190 TEDE  Shadyslde
52 Diton Poimer 62 250 OLDL  Buckeye Trall
54 Jake Karovic 61 285 OLDT  Steubarwile CC
55 Jared Heslop 60 260 OLDL  Bridgspor
56 Seth Bloor 61 260 OQLDL  Wallsvils
60 Mitch Walls 62 270 CAOT Bamesville
66 Jon Botkin 7 240 CAOT Marting Ferry
70 Jason Sims 61 320 OTDT  Beaverlocal
75 AustinLawrence 64 255 OT/DT  BeaverlLocal
77 CodyBemvers 62 230 QGDT  Marlins Fery
78 Darin Neff 85 320 OTDT  Meadowbrook
85 Jacob Cuinn 64 204 TEDE  Meadowbrook
88 CollonWrigt 82 160 NP River

Hsad Coach: Jerenty McElr

Assistant Coaches: David Allan, Charlla Dolnoslch, T.J. Osbon, Rich Shiling,
Jeliray Weldgar, Ed Weidger, Aaron West

Menagers: Paine Allen, Tucker McElroy, Noah West

Team Doctor: Dr. Wiiliam Baller

Trainer. Malanie Cheek

‘ WEST VIRGINIA
No. Name Ht. WL  Pos. School
1 JessePadow 62 160 QB Blshap Donahue
2 Jace Neville 58 175 WRDB  Unbverslly
3 Josh Miller 63 185 WR/OLB Bishop Donahue
5 MicahSwigsr 57 140 WRDB QOsk
6 AmonWalker 60 200 QBOLB Brooke
7 Wilemlarch 61 215 QB/OLB Welr
8 Zsk Kreichbaum 5-10 180  WRDB  Linsly
9  BrenSchwendeman 5-10 170 RBDB/  South
10 Trevor Boot 63 215 TEDE  South
12 ZachHeaslsy 64 230 QBDE  Paden City
14 Gamatt Caln 61 190 WRS  Momantown
20 AustinConnell 60 220 DETE  Madonna
22 ChimechiOpamnozie5-11 240 RB Linsty
26 Jo JoRice 56 140 WRDB Weir
32 Zahir Hicks 60 205 RBALB Wl
33 ChuwadChucdwu 61 230 OLDE  Linsly
34 Jacoby Stecl 60 20 FRBDE  CiayBdde
40 Derek Martin 510175 LB Cameron
44 TheoBlackston - 61 235 RBME  Whesling Park
46 CotbyShriver 60 210 RBAB - Clay-Batisle
52 PeytonPalmer . 60 235 FBDE  Valley
54 ScotiKubanck 65 210 QUDE  John Marshall
55 Moah Mills 510 245 OLDL  OakGlen
58 DylanAndersen 62 225 LB antown
60 Nick Anderson 62 270 QUDL  Tyler Consolidated
63 HenryGompars 62 216 ° OLDL  Whesling Park
65 PelerHartzell 60 230 OULDL  Wheelng Ceniral
70 Dana Mills 61 280 OLDL  South
75 EliohOBrien 64 275 OLDL  Wheeling Park
77 ChasePadiow 64 250 OQLDL  John Marshall
78 Cody Aine 64 230 OUDL  Brooke
80 Alex Whorlon 61 170 WRS  .JohnMarshall
88 Micah Boles 53 150 KP South

Head Coach; lan Whitlington

Assistant Coaches: Ted Arneault, Johnny Bonar, Frank Graln, Michasl
Demsler, Chiis Hill, Tim Ickes, Nathan Parry.

Managers: Davon Grain, Noah Flowars

Team Doctor; Dr. Robert Jones,

Tratners: Herb Minch.

® OVAC——
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wil split the carries at
tailback with Stone
Romano serving as the full-
bhack.

‘When the Buckeyes go to
the air,Malik Gummer and
Errik Snell are slated to get
the first look at receiver.
Lucas Herrington had been
penciled in as a starter, but
was injured during
Saturday’s practice and
isn’t expected to play
tonight.

The Ohio line will be
anchored by Jonathan
Bodkin ot center. Seth
Bloor will serve as the right
guard. Jake Karovic is set
to open at left guard, while
Jason Sims and Darin Neff
are the right and left tack-
les, respedtively.

On the |[defensive side of
the ball, Shadyside book-
ends Scoft Hammond and
Eric Howell will open at
the end spots.

“Thos¢ guys are both

While Suppiies Last!
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" Lawrence, Darin Neft,
Jason Sims and Cody
Beavears.

AT LEFT: Pictured are the
Ohio running backs.
Kneeling, from left, are
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" 88 CoftonWright 62 160
Head Coach: Jeremy McElroy

Team Doctor: Dr. Willam Baller
Trainer: Melanie Chesk
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Demster, Chris Hil, Tim lckes, Nathan Parry.
Managers: Devan Crain, Noah Flowers
Team Doclor: Dr, Robert Jones.
Trainars: Herb Minch.
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wil split the carries at
tailback with Stone
Romano serving as the full-
back.

When the Buckeyes go to
the air,Malik Gummer and
Errik Snell are slated to get
the first look at receiver.
Lucas Herrington had been
penciled in as a starter, but
was injured during
Saturday’s practice and
isn’t expected to play
tomight.

The Ohio line will be
onchored by Jonathan
Bodkin at center. Seth
Bloor will serve as the right
guard. Jake Karovic is set
to open at left gnard, while
Jason Sims and Darin Neff
are the right and left tack-
les, respectively.

On the defensive side of
the ball, Shadyside book-
ends Scott Hommond and
Eric Howell will open at
the end spots.

“Those guys are both
tough,” McElroy said.
“They're very quick and
good with their hands.”

Jacob Quinn and Cody
Beavers will line up at the
defensive tackles.

Zach Connor will serve
as the middle linebacker.
He’ll be flanked by Ethan
Shannon and Bruce Burger,

Austin McConville will
get the start at strong safe-
ty, while Riley Hayhurst
will open at free safety. J.C.
Coleman and Jack Fitch
will start at corners.

Both teams like their
kicking games. Ohio’s
placekicking will be han-
dled by River’s Colton
Wright. West Virginia's
kicker is Micah Boles.
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Ohlo’s roster
Includes eight
local players

JEFF HARRISON
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN
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WHEELING, WV' —

After a week of preparations
and game-related activities,

it's time to Kick thingg off

at the 70th Annual OVAC

Rudy Mumley All-Star

Football Game.
When the ball hits the toe
at 7:15 p.m. at Wheeling

jumiey All-Star Game tonight

Island Stadiuvm, bragging
rights between Ohio and
West Virginia will once
again be on the line for more
than 60 of the conference’s
«top gridiron talent from lost

seasan,
" Guiding the Ohio All-Stars
in the contest will be Jeremy
‘McElroy of Beaver Local
Qly’le th
t is piloted by Ien
Whittington of Oak Glen.
There eight players
fromthe area in - this
year's game ~— wide receiv-
er/safety Dylin
Meadm}vbmok; wide receiv-
er/safety Riley Hayhurst
of Cambridge; running
back/safety Moe La
Cambridpe; wide receiver/

comerbick Errik Snell of.

Cambrifge; center/defen-

sive tackle Mitchell Wells of

Barnesville; offensive tack-

backer ! Dillon Pointer of

Buckeyl’. Trail; and tight
endfdefpnsive end Jacob
. Quinn gf Meadowbrook.
The Ohio team opted not
to select team captaing, but
-instead four players’ will
take part in the coim: toss
prior to the game —Martins
Ferry's Bruce Burger, Indian
Creek’'s Zach Connor,
Beaver  Local's Jason
Sims and Steubenville’s
Lucas Hermrington.
Reportedly,
Herrington suffered
an injury at camp
and will be unable
to play in the game,
Ohio ¢ked out a 27-26 win
in last year's game to boost
its o series record to
43.25-1, including a 28-14-
1 mark since the OVAC
assumed sponsorship of the
game in 1972,
EXTRA POINTS
- Bob Koch of Cameron
is once again serving as the
Game Director, Other in
charge of the various aspects
include Joyce Jingle, Queen
of Queens Coordinator;
Ben McPherson, OVAC

e West Virginia

Wood of

of

7

... McDonald’s

..\\ A_H'Stﬂf...
Band Coordinator; Dr.
Dianna Vargo, George
Strager Evening with the
Starts Coordinator; Steve
Kish, Jr, the 10-Year
Reunion Coordinator; and
John Howell, the 50-Year
Reunion Coordinator, Kelly
Lancia will coach the Ohio
cheering  squad
while Stephanie
Starcher of Tyler
Consolidated  is
the West Virginia
coach. ’
- The game officials are
Bob Mills of Belmont (ref-
eree); Bill Kihn of Hopedale
(umpire); Greg Hall of
Calcutta (linesman); Robin
Reed of Vienna, WV (line
judge); John Murray of
Steubenville (field judge) .
David Hulme of Clarksburg
WYV (side judge); and Mike
Reese of Marting Ferry
(back judge). This year's
Honorary Official is Jim

" See OVAC page B-2

" The West Virginia All-Star Football Team

Jeit Harrlaon/The Dally Jefferseonlian

Dillon Pointer
Buckeye Trail

Errik Snell
Cambridge

Moe Lathan
Cambridge

Riley Hayhurst
Cambridge

!
-

Dylan Wood Darin Neff Jacob Quinn
‘Meadowbrook Meadowbroq!{ ’ Meadowbrook
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Ohio selects linemen

for next Sunday’s tilt

By SETH STASKEY
For the Sunday News-Register

MARTINS FERRY ~ They don’t
always get all of the recognition, but
Ohio head coach Jeremy McElroy
certainly knows the value of line play
in high school football.

The Beaver Local head coach, who
will guide the Buckeye State during
next Sunday’s 70th annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Footbail
Game, went out seeking players who
could run and pass block.

With camp opening today at
Bethany College, the work toward

1I-Star Camp

the game and blending the players
begins.

“We've talked to the guys and we
hope they come in ready to go,
MecElroy said. )

*“We like our linemen. They’re big
and they’'re athletics. Most of them
can move really well.” )

Finding the balance for offensive
and defensive linemen is of the
utmost importance for McElroy and
his staff this week. )

“Keeping guys fresh will be a big
key,” McElroy said. _

Battling for the spots on the line
are: Cody Beavers (Marting Ferry),
Seth Bloor (Wellsville), Jonathan
Bodkin (Martins Ferry), Scott Ham-
mond (Shadyside), Jake Karovic

(Steubenville Catholic Central),
Austin Lawrence (Beaver Local),
Darin Neff (Meadowbrook), Jagob
Quinn (Meadowbrook), Jason Sims
(Beaver Local), Mitchell Wells (Bar-
nesville).

Here's a look at the players: )

B Beavers, Martins Ferry — This
former Parple Rider was a two-way
standout on the line for Coach Dave
Bruney’s squad.

The 6-2, 230 pounder lined up at
guard and defensive end for the Rid-
ers and earned four letters. He was
named a “Pefensive Block of
Granite.”

See, CAMP,
Page B2

- Camp

Continued from page B1

Beaver, who plans to attend Belmont
College, is the son of Jack and Penny
Beavers.

& Bloor, Wellsville — This former
Tiger saw time at a number of positions,
The 6-1, 260 pounder lined up at defensive
end and tackle as well as offensive guard
and tackle. Bloor was a first-team all-
OVAC, all-Quad County performer.

Seth, who plans to wrestle at Wheeling
Jesuit, is the son of Shawn and Cassandra
Bloor.

& Bodkin, Martins Ferry — This former
Purple Rider anchored the offensive line,
The 5-7, 240 pounder also played at defen-
sive tackle en route to all-OVAC and all
Buckeye 8 honors. He plans to wrestle at
West Liberty, and is the son of John and
Shauna Bodkin,

& Carroll, Indian Creek — This two-
way performer was a three-year mainstay.
The 6-1, 205 pounder lined up defensive
end and guard en route to all-district and
honorable mention all-state.

Luke, who is the son of Rick and Luanne
Carroll, plans on attending Hocking Col-
lege. :
@ Hammond, Shadyside — This defen-
sive end served as a menace to opposing
offenses. The 6-1, 190 pounder recorded
13.5 sacks and 41 tackles for the Tigers
last season en route to Eastern District
Defensive Player of the Year, first-team all-
Ohio, all-OVAC honors, The son of Kathy
and Clyde Hammond, he plans on attend-
ing Belmont College.

B Karovic, Stenbenville-Catholic Cen-
tral — This former Crusader was a maip-.
stay at guard, The 6-1, 295 pounder let-

tered three time as a Crusader en route to
being named a *Block of Granite.” Karovic,
who plans on attending Cincinnati, is the
son of Ed and Heather Karovic.

B Lawrence, Beaver Local ~ This for-
mer Beaver standout did it on both sides of
the line. The 6-4, 255 pounder was named
his team’s offensive lineman of the year
and all-OVAC. He is the son of John and
Shana Lawrence,

8 Neff, Meadowbrook — 'This former
Colt was an impressive two-wity performer,
The 6-5, 320 pounder was named all-East-
ern District, all-OVAC and all-ECOL,
Neff, who plans on attending Wheeling
Jesuit, is the son of Jeffrey and Julie Nefr,

B Quinn, Meadowbrook — This former
Colt shined at a number of spots during his
career. The 6:4, 205 pounder saw time at
receiver, tight end, strong salcty and defen-
sive end. He was an all-Eastern District
performer. Along with football, Quinn was
a standout in baseball. He plans on attend-
ing Bethany Coliege.

& Sims, Beaver Local — This two-way
tackle was an impressive performer. The 6-
1, 320 pounder lettered four times and was
narned all-OVAC as well as #ll-Quad
County. The son of Tracy Sullivan, he
plans on attending Alderson-Broaddus.

B Wells, Bamesville — This former
Shamrock anchored the line. The 6-2, 270
pounder lined up at center during his prep
career. Defensively, he finished with 48
tackles, including 20 solo. He was named
all-Eastern District and received the senior
team leadership award. Wells, who plans to
attend Marietta College, is the son of Rich
and Amy Wells.
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By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

port for cam

their room assignments. “Actually, on
my side of things such as the kids get-
ting their paperwork in and al} the
behind-the-scenes stuff went ren)
well.”

Koch said in 2014 there was a lot
of change in the staff, but there is a
lot of returnees this year that helped
make is smoother,

“There's only been minimal
change in the rosters since the coach-
es selected the players,” Koch added.
Ohio announced a player change as
Bellaire standout Austin McConville
was added to replace Indian Creek’s
Jordan Herald.

“It was a last-minute decision,”
Koch said of the Redskins’ senior
opting not to play. “He wanted to

P

McConville led the Big Reds in
tackles last season.

The final rosters will be released
today during n noon press conference,
also at Bethany College. Players were
lo receive pre-camp physicals Sunday
and have their initial team meeting.
Following dinner, both squads were
to take part in their first practice of
the week-long camp.

This. summer will be Koch's 15th
as game director, a job that is a year-
round endeavor. He has seen it grow
In 2 variety of different ways.

“A couple of the biggest changes
are in the coaching staffs and technol-
ogy available to the players and
coaches,” Koch explained. “The kids
have the iPads, cellphones and ali dif-
ferent kinds of social media available

BETHANY - The countdown to
the 70th annual Rudy Mumiey Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference All Star
Football Game started Sunday mom-
ing when the players and coaches
converged on the Bethany College
campus for check-in day. The game
will be played Sunday at Wheeling
Island Stadivm. Kickoff is set for
7:15 p.m.

According to Game Director Bob
Koch, so far, so good.

“It’s looking really good this year.
We've got a real good turnout,” he
said as the players went through the
check-in procedures inside the
Thomas Phillips Johnson Health and

lh .

, ) T-L Phote/KIM NORTH
RIVER'S COLTON Wright, left, and St, Cciajrsville’s

Recreation Cenler and then recejved

play, but he had a recent medical pro-

J.C. Coleman check in at Bathany College Sunday

cedure that prevented him.”

Ses, QVAC, Page B2

morning for the 70th annual Rudy Mumle Ohi
Valley Athletic Conferance All-Star Fgotbafl Ggma. °

@ OVAC

Conlinued from Page B1

now. Tfiftecn ycars ago
when 1 ook over as game
director, you didn’t cven
have a cellphonc. .

“The players were kind
of isolated for o week.”

The change in coaches
brings a younger breed to
the sidelines, Koch
reveated.

“When 1 took over you
had all the velcran couches
coaching the jriunc cvery
yeat,” he said. “Now we
have the younger guys
couching. IU's just the
change of generations.”

He said be able to work
with different coaches and
their stafTs cach year is one
of the reasons he's been
able to serve in his capucity
for so fong.

«Somc of the coaches
have bcen uaround for
awhile, but the kids change
cach year,” he suid, “The
kids only get once chianee
to play in this game.”

There has been one con-
stant, however.

“We have a pretly good

GREIPEL TAKES STAGE 15

Andre Greipel gets third victory of Tour while
Chris Froome still leads overall /12

setup as far as distributing
stuff, getting stuff out and
getting  stuff in,” he
cxplained. “That has all
pretty much staycd the
same.” _

Weather, sometimes,
poses a problem, but Koch
admilted he's only looked
as far ahead as Tuesday.

“] just checked the radar,
but T know how it changes.
So | only look a couple .of
days in advance,” he said.
“If will be nice not to have
rain for a couple of days.”

The Ohio squad will be
Jed by Beaver Local's
Jeremy McElroy. qu
Glen’s [an Whittington will
coach the W.Va. team.

There will be several
activitics throughout the
week pame-related, includ-

ing the “George Str‘ztgcr
Night with the Stars™ on
Thursday night and Friday
night’s Queen of Quecns
Pageant.

North can be reached at
knorth@timesteaderonline.

Cri.
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{Continued from Page 11)
first practice was going to
be a light one on Sunday to
go over the assignments for
the players. He is also up
for the challenge of trying
to put together a team in a
week,

“The fact that you have
one weck to put in special
teams, offense defense and
learn everything about
these players, that’s a chal-
lenging part of this game,”
Whittington said. “But it's
also exciting. It’s fun, you
have to do everything on
the fiy. There’s no time,
you ljluSt gotto getitin.”

The week 1s most excit-
ing for the athletes. They
have the opportunity to
strap on the pads to not
only to represent their high
school, but represent their
home state. Some will strap
on their pads one final time,
as they will go to college
and not continue playing
football, while other play-
ers will be continuing their
success in the sport they
love,

“I love this ochortunity
to come back and meet new

ople,” Henry Gonypers of
B&heeling Park said. “I
played in the North-South

The Dutellmencer.

Game, 5o I'll be coming
into this fresh off another
game, I can’t wait for this
week.”

Gompers will attend Ole
Miss to study business.

“I feel reallfy blessed,”
Zach Heasley of Pnden City
said. “That’s because God
gave me the talent to be
able to play the game of
football and I’'m blessed to
represent Paden City High
School well in this game.”
Heasley will scon go off to
West Virginia Wesleyan to
continue playing on the
gridiron.

The players are not the
only ones that are going to
be representing their state,
but also the coaches as
well.

“I"m here rocking all
West Virginia stuff because
it’s all about representing
your state, representing
your high school,” Whit-
tington said. “But it’s also
about the experience of the
OVAC All-Star Game. It’s
one of the biggest things
the Ohio Valley does for
football. It’s an amazing
experience. It's great for
these kids and I want them
to remember this for the
rest of their lives.”

IMONDAY
Jury 20, 2015 :
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................... 15
................. 16-20
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-OVAC All-Stars Check In

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer

BETHANY — Sunday
morming was the beginning
of a week that some foot-
ball players will never for-
get as they traveled up 88
to Bethany College. It was
check-in day and the first
day of camp leading up to
the 70th annual Rudy
Mumliey OVAC All-Star
Football Game on Sunday,
July 26.

As always, there's a lot
of work that is involved
with getting the game set
up, but the hard work pays
off because the players are
so enthused to be there and
the community has their

back.

“I"ve told the kids every
year that we are very fortu-
nate to be in the Ohio Val-
ley because the people do
support it,” All-Star Game
Director Bob Koch said.
“When they sell the pro-
gram ads, you look at the
size of the football pro-
gram. The support we get;
we're televised on TV, the
coverage we get in the
newspaper. I said, ‘There’s
very few places in this
country, I think, that have
such a backing as we do in
the Valley.™ '

The teams will have the
whole week to practice and
to get to know each other

before the big game. Sun-
day, for the most part, was
for the players to get to
know their teammates.

“It’s exciting just to get
to know them,”-Ohio head
coach Jeremy McElroy
said. “We've spoken to
most of them, and met
some of them before, but
just to get to know a little
more about them before we
get started is really excit-
ing.”

With only a week to pre-
pare for the game, McElroy
feels like it 15 just the right
amount of time.

“I think it makes it a
challenge, but at the same
time, we have a week and

you have a full ‘week of
football without too many
distractions,” McElroy said.
“We have a lot of time to
teach and learn. It's not like
we're working with guys
who haven't played before.
They have some knowledge
and background. We're try-
ing to see what they do best
and emphasize that.”

On the West Virginia
side, Head Coach lan Whit-
tington and his staff are
read
the first day was all about

meeting and learning about

the players and coaches.
Whittington also said the

Please See OVAC
Fage 13

as well. Like Ohio, |

Phota by Kyle Lutz

Wheeling Park's Henry Gompers gets his West Vir-

ginia All-Star jersey during check ins.
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Patience pays for Bellaire

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

BETHANY — Like most
football players in the Ohio
Valley, Austin McConville
grew up dreaming of playing
in the annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Game.

Unfortunately, late in the
spring a letter notifying the
recent Bellaire graduate that
he’d been chosen for Team
Ohio never arrived.

Though disappointed after
he put forth an impressive sen-
ior season in which he set two

" Bellaire school records and

eventually earned All-Ohio
aceolades, McConville didn’t
pout or take to social media to
rip the process or whine.

He simply took it like a
man.

The adage that good things
to come to those who wait paid
off again,

Just 18 hours before the
teams reported to camp,
McConville got a call from
Ohijo head coach Jeremy
McElroy inviting him to play
in this weekend’s affair,

McConville didn’t hesitate

when McElroy
asked if he
wanted to play.
“Yeah, I
want to play,”
McConville
said. “I was
i i:lislappointed a
ittle bit when 1

McConville didn’t  get
picked origi-

nally, but I'm pumped and
excited to be here and can’t
wait for Sunday to get to play.”
_Though McConville was a
bit surprised when he received
McElroy’s call, he did have a

® McConville

's McConville

brief heads up., Hunter
Westlake, who is a member of
the Buckeye squad, texted
McConville.

“Hunter told me that Coach
McElroy cailed him and asked
him for my number,”
McConville said.

After getting the call,
McConville and his family had
to turn the process that many
players have all spring and
summer to prepare over in just
a few houts,

McConville called Bellaire

See, McConvllie, Page B2

Continued from Page B1

couch Steve Andres, who got him his
equipment. Then came packing, gething,
stuff for camp into the dorm that included
a quick trip to the store befove it was olT to
Bethany College carly Sunday morning.

“My family and [ were all caught off
guard by (the call from Coach McElroy),”
McConville said. “But, Lam just happy (o
be here.”

Through cach drill thus Tar in camp,
McConvilie has used being left oflf the
original rosler as motivation o show that
e belongs,

“It definitely mukes e feel like an
underdog and like L have to earn my spot
heve,” McConvilie said. ™

The toughest part for McConville was
working back into feotball shape. Since he
didn’t expect Lo be playing und isn't plan-
ning on playing collegiately, he hadn’t
worked out much since his wrestling cam-

paign ended in lake Februrary.

“1 was a little out of shape. so the fist
fow practices were rough.” McConville
acdimitted. 1 didn’t zet a fot of time ta pre-
pare for this week, but with cach time
we're on the field, 1 am getting more and
ingre used to it.”

During the coursc of the season,
McConville was a tackling machine for the
Bir Reds. Playing at his linebacker spot,
McConville recorded 108.5 tackles,
including a school-record 99 solo stops.
He amassed that total in just nine games.
because he missed the Week-2 encounler
with John Marshall,

In a Week-3 loss at Shadyside,
McConville had more than 20 tackies.

“1 expected a lot of out of myseli,”
McConvitle said. *1 was maybe a tittle bit
surprised with how well 1 played, but [
expected to have a good season.”

PRPRGSEFYRGE Yy R PR




70th A
Linemen

Have A
History

Teammates Bloor,
Bodkin were rivals

and will be again

By KIM NORTH
For The Intelligencer
BETHANY - From rivals
to teammates to rivals again.
Martins Ferry’s Jonathan
Bodkin and Wellsville's Seth
Bloor were two of Ohjo’s top
Division III high school beavy-
weight wrestlers last winter.
T 3 This week
{ they will team
{ up to lead the
| Buckeyes in the
| trenches when
i the 70th annual
Rudy Mumley
Ohio Valley
Athletic (l‘llogfer-
4 gnce All-Star
BODKIN Football Game
kicks off at
Wheeling Is-
land Stadium on
Sunday night

they will agnin
go into Tival
mode when col-
lege starts in

‘ the fall. Bodkin
BLOOR (5-foot-7, 240
unds) will continue his athlet-

ic and academic careers at West
Liberty University, while Bloor
(6-1, 260) has enrolled_dowp
the road at Wheeling Jesuit Uni-
versity .
While both will continue to
wrestle at the collegiate level,
their mindset is strictly on foot-

sHOgWeVver, |

Game
Patience
Proves
A Virtue

McConville wants

to take best shot

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

BETHANY - Like most
footbali players in the Ohio Val-
ley, Austin McConville grew up
dreaming of pla]ying in the anno-
al Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Game,

Unfortunately, late in the
spring a letter notifying the
recent Bellaire graduate that
! he’d been chosen for Team Ohio

never arrived,

Though dis-
appointed after
he put forth an
impressive
senior season
in which he set
two Bellaire
school records
and eventually
earned All-

Ohio acco- McCONVILLE

lades, Me-

Conville didn’t pout or take to
social media to rip the process
or whine,

He simply took it like a man,

The adage that good things to
‘come to those who wait paid off
again.

Just 18 hours before the
teams reported to camp,
McConville got a call from Ohio
head coach Jeremy McElroy
inviting him to pray in this
weekend's affair.

McConville didn’t hesitate
when McElroy asked if he want-
ed to plaﬁ(.

“Yeah, I want to play,”
McConville said. “I was disap-
pointed a little bit when I didn’t

pall this week.
1 think it will be fun to play

Please See HISTORY, Page 17

HISTORY
(Cantinued from Page 15)
with him on the line,”
Bloor admitted, “I don’t
dislike the guy. It was just
a couple of wrestling
matches. I did what I had
to do to win and he did
the same. Now we’re on
the same team with the
same mission.”

“1 think it will be a
great experience playing
with him,” Bodkin, the
former Purple Riders cen-
ter, said. “We haven't
even talked about those
matches. All  three
{matches) were wars,
though. All three of them
could've went either
way."”

The duo hooked in a
trio of matches that went
right down to the final
buzzer, and then some,
with Bloor coming out on
top each time in sudden
death. The former Tigers
standout prevailed in the
Ron Mauck OVAC 285-

ound championship

out, the Pepsi-Ohio
Coatings Panther Classic
finals at Buckeye Local,
and the state semifinals in
Columbus.

“I have a lot of respect
for Jonathan when it
comes to wrestling,”

Bloor sanid during media
day Monday afternoon at
Bethany College, where
the Ohio and West Vir-

inia teams will practice
%or Sunday's contest,
which begins at 7:15 p.m.
“He’'s good at what he
does. He's hard to score
on and makes the match
his match.”

The two have known
each other since junior
high school when the
competed in the OVA
Tournament. However,
they didn't cross paths in
high school until their
Senior 5easons.

“We all bond together
as offensive linemen,”
Bodkin noted. “We all
(kid) each other, but we
all-get a long.”

Both players think the
trenches will be where the
game is won.

“The game is won up
front and we've got a
pretty good-sized group
of gutys." Bodkin added.

“If we don't make
holes the running backs
have nowhere to go,”
Bloor said.

“We also have to give
our q,uarterback time to
pass.’

Please See VIRTUE, Page 17

VIRTUE

(Continued from Page 15)
f:et picked originally, but
’m pumped and excited to
be here and can’t wait for
Sunday to get to play.”

Though McConville was
a bit surprised when he
received McElroy’s call, he
did have a brief heads up.
Hunter Westlake, who is a
member of the Buckeye
squad, texted McConville,

“Hunter told me that
Coach McElroy called him
and asked him for my num-
ber,” McConville said.

After %etting the call,
McConville and his family
had to turn the process that
many players have all spring
and summer to prepare over
in just a few hours.

cConville called Bel-
laire coach Steve Andres,
who got him his equipment.
Then came packing, gelting
stuff for camp into the
dorm that included a quick
trip to the store before it
was off to Bethany College
early Sunday momin%.

“My family and I were
all caught off guard by (the
call from Coach McElroy),”
McConville said. “But, [

am '[JUSt happy to be here.”

hrough each drill thus
far in camp, McConville
has used being {eft off the
original roster as motiva-
tion to show that he
belongs.

“It definitely makes me
feel like an underdog and
like I have lo eamn my spot
here,” McConville said.

The toughest part for
MeConville was working
back intoc football shape.
Since he didn’t expect to be
playing and isn’t planning
on playing collegiately, he
hadn’t worked out much
since his wrestling cam-
paign ended in late Febru-
rary.
“I was a little out of
shape, so the first few prac-
tices  were  rough,”
McConville admitted, “F
didn’t get a lot of time to

prepare for this week, but
with each time we’re on the
field, I am getting more and
more used to it.”

During the course of the
season, McConville was a
tackling machine for the
Big Reds. Playing at his
linebacker spot,
McConville recorded 108.5
tackles, including a school-
record 99 solo stops. He
amassed that total in just
nine gaomes. because he
missed the Week-2
encounter with John Mar-
shall.

In 2 Week-3 loss at
Shadyside, McConville had
more than 20 tackles.

“1 ex[)ected a lot of out of
myself,” McConville said.
“1 was maybe a little bit
surprised with how well I
E]ayed, but I expected to

ave a good season.”
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this week in preparation for the OVAC

Photo by

Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game.

King Football Read

70th annual OVAC
game will feature best
from Ohio, W.Va.

By KYLE LUTZ
Staff Writer

WHEELING — The day is finally
here. After spending a week at Bethany
College with multiple practices each day,
the players will make their way to
Wheeling Island Stadium to compete in
the 70th Annual OVAC Rudy Mumley
All-Star Football Game tonight, with a
kickoff time of 7:15 p.m.

“First of all, you hear about 70 years.
The game has been going on and what an
amazing thing,” Ohio hend coach Jeremy
McElroy said. “And all the people. You
hear about past games and past experi-
ences with people playing in it. They still
talk about it today, maybe from 50 years
ago. It just shows you how important it is
and really humbling to see the people
that been there before you. You look at
the list of the people that played and
coached. It's just a special thing with the
history of football in this area.”

McElroy, who coaches at Beaver
Local, is the first Beavers coach to coach
in the all-star game. Under his watch, the
Beavers run a no-huddle offense that the

Kyie Lutz
Members of Team West Virginia pose for a picture during camp at Bethany

Photo by Seth Staskey

Members of Team Ohio pose for a picture during camp at Bethany this week in
preparation for the OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Foetball Game.

to Reclaim Throne

Ohio offense will be using.

“We're %oing to do that here,” McEl-
roy said. “It kind of changes because it
will adapt to our players. Here, instead of
a few feature athletes that we’re going to
%ive the ball in spdce, we probably have

5 guys that we would love to get the
ball to and make plays for us.

“We’ll use some different things, but
our base package and working off what
they know and what they do best.”

West Virginia will be ready to see
what the Ohio offense has, as head coach
Ian Whittington, who is the coach at Oak
Glen, is going to try and force the pass.

“Defensively, we are going to run a 4-
4.” Whittington said. *Like 1 said, we are

Officials Honored To

Ohio Picks Foursome

Efing to try to stop the run and make
em throw the ball.”

West Virginin figures to have a strong
offense.

“We have very balanced attack,”
Whittington said. “We have two monster
tailbacks. We’re going to get them the
ball and we also have some speed out at
wideout and some big wideouts, too.
We're going to be balanced. T don’t see a
one-tilt show here. We're going to be
throwing the ball and running the ball
too.”

With the much praise that Whittington
has given his offense, Ohio must show

See, King, Puge B2

Work All-Star Game

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register
WHEELING — The players,
ueens and band members aren’t
the only ones who are *honored’
to take part in the annval Rud
Mumley OVAC All-Star Football
Game eachiyear.

For the seven men, who will
take the figld shortly before kick-
off wearing the black and white
stripped shirts, the honor certain-
ly resonates with them, too.

The officiating crew, which
will work tonight's game, was put
together by, OVAC Football Com-
missioner Dave Clutter and repre-
sents all points of the OVAC's
expanding landscape.

Baob Mills, who has been a reg-
istered official in both Ohio and
West Virginia for 22 years, will
serve as the referee. A resident of
Belmont, he works on the Ohio
Valley Board out of Wheeling.

For Mills, this marks his sec-
ond all-star assignment, but his
first time as a ‘white cap.’
Tonight will be the first time in
more than a decade that he’s been
chosen for the game.

“It’s definitely an honor to be
chosen,” Mills said. “Working in
the ail-star lgume is a good way to
get yourself into football mode
(as an official). After taking the

See, Officials, Page 52

WHAT

OVAC Rupy MusLey
ALL-5TAR FOOTBALL GAME

WHEN

7:15 TONIONT .

WHERE

WHEELING ISLAND STADIUM

Of Speaking Captains

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Reglster
BETHANY - Being named to
the OVAC All-Star Game roster
— in gither statc — is an honor.
Being chosen as a captain is an
honor of a different level.
Four Ohio players learned Fri-
day that they'd lead the Buckeye
State onto the field for the coin

it
ead coach Jeremy McElroy
left it up to his players, who origi-
nalI!Iy selected to go out as a team.
owever, only four players can
approach the officials for the toss.
e ‘speaking captains’ for the
Ohio squad will be Martins Ferry’s
Bruce Burger, Steubenville's

Lucas Herrington, Indjan Creek’s
Zach Connor and Beaver Local’s
Jason Sims.

FAMILY TIES

Of the 66 players in camp this
week, 13 had a chance to lean on
at least one person for advice of
what to expect because of having
past family members play in the
game.

Marting Ferry's Jack Fitch, Bel-
laire’s Hunter Westlake and
River’s Colton Wright have all
heard plenty of stories about the
all-star game over the years. Their
fathers played in the game in back-
to-back-to-back summers.

See, Ohlo, Page B2

meet at WesBanco

Arena in downtown Wheeling this after-
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S Mills s

antown, will serve as the side judge.
“I'I be meeting u lot of these guys for
the [irst time (this) afternoon, but it

res ol Hiey're chasen for this game, they cun
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Bloomingdale’s Jim

Kuczynski will be recognized as the hon-

oray official,

icult in that munaper.”

Along with the actual crew that will

We'll tilk about posttions, what’s
expected and what they’re supposed to
. in both states, will stress to his

crew that the game is about the Kids.

do,” Mills said.
It can be a challenge sometimes Lo

ke sure the kids play & good, clean

Mills, who has worked postseason
vame,” Mills adinitted. “Sometimes all-star

games can be di
swit up tonicht,
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works on the Mason .o Board in

OHIO -

nher QGuincy Wilson.
won - i 1999 Weir High graduate

and Tonmer OVAC All-Star — was a guest

inst West Virginia University football

Chuchwu competing in a push-up conlest

A

nd

nted

s the

Contintied fresis pave 10}

most o) the bragging rights by winning

three of the last five,

bus back to New Jersey on Monday morn-
West Virginia has held

chool graduate will ride o
ather up some of his belongings and

Chuckwu appeared to win the contest,
then depart for Athens, Olio, where he'll

speaher at Bethuny College during the ice
but no official resulls were releascd.

cream social that both teams attenced.
be a walk-on candidate at Ohio University.
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g twgether right now. They’re ali feeling
it and they’re all working like brothers. As

long we come out and come ready 1o play,

;7 Whittington said. 1t our athletes
we'll be all right.”

come to play, it will be hard to be stopped.

“I think we just have to let the game be
There’s o lot of them and they're all work-

ved

Ohio won last year’s game n a 27-26

naifbiter.

i

woi E eames, but

tt

Ohio has o here edoe e the abl-time
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PICTURED IS the 2015 West Virginia All-Star Team. The team consists of Jesse Padlow, Jace Neville, Josh
Miller, Micah Swiger, Aaron Walker, William Larch, Zak Kriechbaum, Brendan Schwendeman, Trevor Boot,
Zach Heasley, Garrett Cain, Austin Connell, Chimechi Oparanozie, JoJo Rice, Zahir Hicks, Chukwudi
Chuckwu, Jacoby Steele, Derek Martin, Theo Blackston, Colby Shriver, Peyton Palmer, Scott Kubancik,
Neoah Mills, Dylan Anderson, Nick Anderson, Henry Gompers, Peter Harizell, Dane Mills, Elliott O'Brien,
Chase Padlow, Cody Rine, Alex Whorton and Micah Boles. The coaches include head coach lan
Whittington and assistant coaches Ted Arneault, Johnny Bonar, Frank Crain, Michael Demster, Chris Hill,
Tim Ickes and Nathan Perry. The managers are Devon Crain and Noah Flowers.

Muml

Ohio ca?otains

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

BETHANY - Being
named to the OVAC All-
Star Game roster — in
either state — is an honor.

Being chosen as a cap-
tain is an honor of a differ-
ent level.

Four Ohio players
learned Friday that they’d
lead the Buckeye Siate onto
the field for the coin flip.

Head coach Jeremy
McElroy left it up to his
players, who originally
selected to go out as a team.

However, only four play-
ers can approach the offi-
cials for the toss.

The ‘speaking captains’
for the Ohio squad will be
Martins Ferry’s Bruce
Burger, Steubenville's
Lucas Herrington, Indian
Creek’s Zach Connor and
Beaver Local's Jason Sims.

FAMILY TIES
Of the 66 players in

Game is an

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

WHEELING - The
players, queens and band
members aren’t the only
ones who are ‘honored’ to
take part in the annual
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Football Game each
vear.

For the seven men, who
will take the ficld shortly
before kickoff, wearing the
black and white stripped
shirts, the honor certainly
resonates with them, too.

The officiating crew,
which will work tonight’s
game, was put togethe by
OVAC Foutball
Commissioner Dave Clutter
and represents all points of
the OVAC’s expanding
landscape.

Bob Mills, who has been
a registered official in both
Ohio and West Virginia for
22 years, will serve as the
referce. A resident of
Belmont, he works on the
Ohio Valley Board out of
Wheeling,

For Mills, this marks his
second all-star assignment,
but his first time as a *while
cap.’ Tonight will be the
first time in morec than a
decade that he's been cho-
sen for the game.

“It’s definitely an honor
to be chosen,” Mills said.
“Working in the all-star

camp this week, 13 of the
players had a chance to lean
on at least one person for
advice of what to expect
because of having past fam-
ily members play in the
game.

Martins Ferry’s Jack
Fitch, Bellaire's Hunter
Westlnke and River’s
Colton Wright have both
heard plenty of stories
about the atl-star game over
the years. Their fathers
played in the game in back-
to-back-to-back summers,

Dirk Fitch represented
Bellaire in the 1979 con-
test; Paul Westlake repre-
sented St. John Central in
the 1980 game and Donnie

rea&&?oiead

Wright represented River in
the 1581

In the not-so-distant past,
Martins Ferry's Cody
Beavers, Steubenville’s
Lucas Herrington,
Shadyside’s Scott
Hammend and Wright all
ventured to Wheeling
Island Stadium to watch
their older brothers play in
the game, too.

PUSH UPS

A video made its way
onto Twitter Thursday
evening showing Linsly’s
Chukwudi Chuckwu com-
peting in a push-up contest
against West Virginia
University football staff
member Quincy Wilson.

Wilson - a 1999 Weir
High graduate and former
OVAC All-Star — was a
guest speaker at Bethany
College during the ice
cream social that both
teams aftended.

Chuckwu appeared to

honor for officials, too

game is o good way to get
yourself into football mode
{as an official). After taking
the winter, spring and sum-
mer off, this game really
gets you going.”

Unlike regular season
games in the OVAC, the
Mumley Game utilizes a
seven-man officiating crew.
Regular season games use
five-man crews.

“The biggest challenge in
this game is going to a col-
lege mechanic rather than
the high-school mechanic
with five man crews,” Mills
sontinoed.

Mills will be joined by
back judge Mike Reese,
who is a member of Mills’
crew during the season. The
umpire will be Bill Kuhn,
who will represent the West
Virginia-Ohio Board in
Weirton.

The linesman is Greg
Hall from the Columbiana

County Board. The line
judge is Robin Reed, who
works on the Parkersburg
Ohio-West Virginia Board,;
John Murray — from the
West Virginia-Ohic Board
in Weirton - will serve as
the field judge and David
Hulme, who works on the
Mason-Dixon Board in
Morgantown, will serve as
the side judge.

“I'll be meeting a lot of
these guys for the first time
Sunday afternoon, but if
they're chosen for this
game, they can officiate,”
Mills said.

The crew will meet at
WesBanco Arena in down-
town Wheeling this after-
noon to go over mechanics,
duties and have their pre-
game conference.

“We'll talk about posi-
tions, what’s expected and
what they're supposed to
do,” Mills said.

R.W. PETRUSO

HEARING & AUDIOLOGY
CEN

TER., INC.

620 N. Main St., Washington, PA 15301
(724) 228-4327
51342 National Rd., St. Clairsville, OH 43950
(740) 699-0400

Colohratino 401 veare af holnino nennle

win the contest, but no offi-
cial results were ever
released.

The Linsly School gradu-
ate will ride a bus back to
New Jersey Monday mom-
ing, gather up some of his
belongings and then depart
for Athens, Ohio where
he'll be a walk-on candi-
date at Ohio University.

LEADING THE
CHEERS
The Chio cheerleading

squad includes: Maddie

Billick (Indian Creek),
Samantha Collins (St.
Clairsville), Abbie
Earliwine (St, Clairsville),
Krissy Hotlosz (Martins
Ferry), Makayla Jamison
{(Martins Ferry), Megan
Moodispaw (Shadyside),
Abby Nelson (Bridgeport),
Alyssa Potenzini
(Steubenviile), Madison
Stillwell (St. John) and
Ashlee Taylor
(Steubenviile).

WHEELING
HOSPITAL -

2015 =11

2014 - Ohlo 27, Wes Viginia 26
NIS-WmV%[aZ& ip 19
2012 ~ {hdo 33, Wesd Yapinia 14
2011 - Was! Virginiz 24, Ohlo 3
2010 - Wes1 Virginia 24, Ohin 14
2009 - Ohlo 47, West Viginia 7
2008 ~ (o 31, West Vigia 7
2007 ~ Ohio 6, West Virgema 3

2006 - Ohio 22, West Vegnla D
2005 - Qo 35, Was! Virginia 6
Z004 ~ Werst Vaginia 21, 7
2000 - Chio 32, West Virginia 25
2002 - Ohia 19, West Vimgiia 12
2001 ~ Ohio 38, Wast Viginla 0
2000 -- Ohin 13, Wast Virginla 7
1999 - Ohio 32, Waest Virginia 0
1998 - Oflo 41, West Virginla 14
1997 - Qhlo 24, West Viginia 14
1996 — Qhin 43, West Virgiria 21
1935 ~ Chio 21, Wesl 0
1994 -+ West Viiginia 19, Oito 14
1893 ~ Wast Virgima 34, Ohlo 32
1992 = 3, Out

1891 ~ Otéo 30, Wesl Virginia b
1990 - Ohio 42, West Virginia 0
1889 ~ West Virginia 22, Chio 14
1988 - Ohip 13, Wast Virglia 7
1687 ~ Ohép 13, West Virginia 11
1686 ~ Ohio 14, Wagt ia §
1885 — West Yerginla 28, Uhio 26
1384 - Ol 23, West Virgeria 6
1863 - Ohla 25, West Vimginla 16
1562 ~ Wesl Virginia 7. Chio §

1981 - Ohin 17, West Virginia 14
1860 - Ohie 10, West Vinginka 7
1679 - Ohia 47, West Virgirea 13

1976 - Wast Vimginia 33, Obio 20
1975 - Wast Virginla 8, Oieo 0
1974 -- Wesl Yirginia 13, Oo 6
1873 - Wosl Virgnla 38, Chio 20
1872 - Ohip 24, Wess! Vegrinia B
1871 -~ No Game
1970 - No Game,
1968-Wesi‘fuaﬂa12.0tﬁu0
1969 ~ Clhlo §, Wast Virpinla 0
1967 - West Virginia 18, Oflo 0
1966 — Chio 26, Wes! Vigaia 0
1965 — Ohio 22, Wesl Vi o
1964 - Ohio 2, Wesl Vinginia ¢
1663 - Ko Gama Ohio®
1942 - Wast Vinginda 12, Ot
196!-\3'@% 13.01'&060
1860 ~ 7, West
1959-%1%@11::%&
1958 - Otén 25, Wes! Vipinia 0
1857 - Ohio 14, West Virgginia 13
1856 - Ohép 27, West Virginia 0
1855 - Otdp 31, Wast Viminia 2
1854 - Wasl Virginia 13, 0
1653 - Wes! Yaginia 7, Ohia 0
1852 - Chilo 28, Wes! Vieginia 18
1851 - Ohvio 13, Wes! Virnia 8
1950 ~ Ohic 14, West Vi 0
1949 - Wast Virginia 8, Onlo 0
1943 - Orio 20, West 7
1847 — West Yirginia 13, 7
1846 ~ Onlo 28, Wesl Vigida 7
1845 - No Game.
1844 — Ho Game,
1843 -+ No Gama,

1942 - West Virginka 7, Ohin 0
1841 ~ Wasl Virginia 7, Ohio 0

emorial Classic

1940 - Wesl Virginia 13, Dhio 7.

1878 ~ Ohio 21, West Wgﬁa 13 :
AlkTime Sorea; Ohio leads, 43-25-1.

1977 - Wast Virginla 21, Uhio 0
OVAC McDonald's All-Star Band

BARNESVILLE - Jessica Ketilawell, Cane Rignerlh
BELLAIRE - Alex Strael, Summer Baker, Goda Winas, Grag Mohimen, Caltiin Raka.
BRIDGEPORT - Donishs Dawson, Karissa Eoff, Ganet Can, Tim Hom, Chasa MeCormick,
BROUKE — Habey Mazinga, Aby Ayers, Taylor Pannatl, Emlly York, Shely Swiger, Ashiey Van
Camp, Victorla Whils, Samantha Bamay, David Carlisla, Hunler Halms, Eric Dalancy, Austin
Oidaker, Kynan . Austln Leg, Andrew Dila, Jarmyn Brown, Gavin Shaffer,

WHEELING PAAK -~ Jacia Beker,

BUCKEYE LOCAL ~ Amher Bannett, Becky Lowlon, Sally Flazza, Ambar Wolle, Shylee
Capatingo, Kera Zanes, Maria Dickerson, Lexia Mayle, Alads Spencer, Sadia Stinson, Brookiyn
Binger, Brooke Elerick, Dakota Lish, Simeon Smith, Wilson Srihdey, Brianna Pasco, Brad Boring,
Joshua Dekmg, Syara Hughes, Tanner Jacksen, Davin Pasco, Cassla Phifks, Matihew Racior,
John Sadar, Celed Eison, Chris Crouss, Frica Lewss, Johin Autan, Jordan Snively, Neall Holma,
Tim Smalwood.

CLAY-BATTELLE -- Nicole Van Tassell, Michells Spoars, Alyssa Eliolt, Heather Joycs, Phillp
Carsan.

STEUBENVILLE CATHOLIG - Theresa Haily, Danieia Gorzalez, Alison Pizzolerraln, Al Richards,
Hannalt Scolt, Soptia Boda, John Martues, Kayla Inomata, Gamett Gallaher, Kafie Engie, Mara
Kally, Annabelta Kuchan, Calsh Meora.

HARRISOM GENTAAL = Merostez Lodgson, Kylse ose, Camie Wallate, Nick Frease, Scotl
Forrester, Kyl Nelmayes, Cyna Adams, Danlala Pittman.

HLMDAED - Rache) Watson.

[NDIAM CREEK ~ Greg Smith.

JOHH MARSHALL - Sareh Davis.

MAGNOLIA ~ Joanrnia Blake, Randi Ffaw, Emlly Mclivaln, Anne Miler, Raymond Starkay, Mikey
Drantrassy, Archio Patin,

MARTINS FERRY - Amber Nickersun, Jasiwda Underh, Mictiell Cam-Charlton, Ashien Hynes,
Emiy Marin.

PADEN CITY - Makory Estsl

RIVER - Weslay Lioyd.

SHADYSIDE - Emily Parsingsr.

9T. CLAIRSYILLE - Al Hamdfon, Breanna Thomas, Serm Vah, Jenna Wabking, Jarrod Heskett,
Amanah Sattier, kena Heath,

STEUBENVILLE — Mack Attan, Noah McASistar, Jared Nomis, Jacob Waker,
TORONTO - Anna Hofioway, Emdy. Rodesh, Deini Holloway, Nozh Siith, Megan Andacson, Drew

Biojer.

TYLER CONSOLIDATED - Jasmina Kyle, Kia Bambari, Becky Bobn, Scolf Gorty, Jessica Himble,
Kaki Shanabarger,

UNON LOCAL ~ Hope Harris, Alyssa McCardle, Casaldy Simanson, Hannah Smilh, Ambar
Stankovich, Saraing Wise, Stevon Petrey, Shannon Clevedand, Chuistana Home, Abigall McEiroy,
Timotly Trigg, Hannah Anderson, Jon Flood, Samaniha Biske, Janna Plalt, Galeb Sioller, Malthew
Smith

VALLEY ~ Aliscn Geimr, Samaniha Roberts, Victeria Smalivood.
WEIR - Jakob Harley, Abigale Crago, Asharay Sréth, Jasrine Wison, Hammah Crawey, Kaly

Morris, Belh Pickering, Emily Glordana, Emily Kenefick, Madisan Elaw, Troy Elbon, Daphney
Tarmar, Taykor Wright, Wilkam Crago, Karstin Ward, Owen Pearscn, Emity Litte, Roberi Marris,

The 17th Annual

A MUMLEY

Saturday, August 8, 2015 - 8:00 a.m.
5K Run/ Walk through the streets of St Clairsville
and the Nationa] Road Bikeway,

New course for 2015, starting behind the Belmont County Courthouse
and finishing at the St. Clairsville Amphitheater!

Registration and post-race events at the St, Clairsville Amphitheater

“Do It For The Kids!" and honor the memory of Sam Mumley, a longtime
Rotarian, accomplished educator and supporter of all

Post-race refreshments, door prizes and entertainment!
Overall and age group awards in alf divisions
Dri-fit shirts for all participants  Timing by RS Racing Systerns
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For comments regarding
local sports stories, or ideas
Jor future stories, please e-mail

Jharrison@daily-jeff.com

The local area will be well-represented on the
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game slated Sunday at 7:15 p.m. nt

Wheeling Island Stadium. Players from the area include, front row 1 to r,
Riley Hayhurst, Errik Snell and Moe Lathan of Cambridge and Mitchell -

Wells of Barnesville; back row, Darin Neff, Dylan Wood and Jacob Quinn of
Meadowbrook and Dillon Pointer of Buckeye Trail.

ready

JEFF HARRISON
THE DALY JEFFERSONIAN
L "

BETHANY, WV — The
meet-and-greet pleasantries
have been exchanged; the
uniforms were han out
and the photograplis and

. other media~related activi-
ties are in the rear-view mir-

Ion, VYV

THE DAILY JE

SPO

Jaif Harrlson/The Dally Jaffarsonian

Jeff Harrlaon/The Daily Jeffersonian .
The West Virginia squad takes a much-deserved water break during a muggy |
Monday merning practice session on the turf at Bethany College.

Ohio squad in the 70th Annual

Jaff Harrison/The Dally Jeffersonlan

Mugging for the camera during Media Day activities on the campus of Bethany
Collepe as the countdown begins for the 70th Annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-
Star Football Game is Cambridge High’s Moe Lathan. Lathan and the rest of
the Buckeyes will square off against their West Virginia counterparts Sunday at
7:13 p.m. at Wheeling Island Stadium.

OVAC All-Stars getting

get ready for the mid-sum-
mer classic which signals
the return of football to the
Ohio Valley.

In addition to Monday’s
Media Day event at Bison
Field, the teams will be
treated to several event-
related activides throughout
the week.

Tonight's event

or Sunday’s game

Tickets are on sale

at The Jeffersonian

Tickets for the 70th Annual
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-
Star Foorball Game will be
on sale Tuesday through
Friday until 5 p.m. each day
at The Daily Jeffersonian
dffice at 831 Wheeling Ave.
in Cambridge, Advance

OVAC camp begins

OVAC from page B-1

“The kids are honared and excited i

’ about bein
aﬂ]);z %:émehand tt,h.ey couldn’t wait to Zet here,” hegsgig.a'r‘tltc’g
L ﬂlisl’-y limbling for our staff 1 be selected to be a part

The local area is wel} Te i

' Tepresented this year with
than eight p]a}(ers from The Daily Jeffersonian cor\lrg s
-’lr%z;a on the Chio roster, e

t includes the Cambridge trio of Eryi

: Errik Snel,

Lathan and Riley Hayhurst and the Meadowbrook m‘?ﬁ?
Dylan Wood, Jacop Quinn and Darin
Neff,

All six of lhc?se guys are headed off
to coliege, ‘with Hayhurst going to
?emsog I_vaf:rsity (football), Srel] to

o mversity (track), Wi
gmversny of Mount Unjon (footbal), Qm?nn tzogettlljlallllle
ollege (football); Neff 1o Wheeling Jesuit Universitgr’

:1111:d Dﬂjfllon Pointer of Buckeye Traj)
or all of the players, it ' ir b
schoo] o S a}lj [?Ij;/leel:s, 1t’s a chance to represent their high
“It’s cool to be Playing wi
g with guys you've p} i
satl;% tf) h‘ave S0me new teammates yimd a Eegego;;%hilw?ﬁ
L said Cambridge’s Snell, “I's fun o have my team%
m'%;es (LaUmn’und Hayhurst) here with me, too.
o ;)pk?:l]isllytg’ gctali to play both ways and get to return
o Sunday,)!" » e speedy Snell added, “T can’t wait
IeNieadowbro?k’s Wood, who noted that in his first co)-
2 gm]l;e he‘l] be on the opposite sideline from his Colt
Steameasoman opeg:rm; ;;vh%nSM_c;;mt Union plays Bethany in the
1 o echioed Snell’s sentiments and g id jt’
beﬂmcemnsttosuitu ith, i inst, he o
b Carmtidos P with, instead of agaunst, the guys
“I've known them for a Jong it’s ni
i | g tme and i’
the same side,” he said, “Ji’s really preat to lienliecer:;ebe'on
Meadowbraok and Ohio in this gome.” presenting



‘ Jaft Harrison/The Dally Jetfersonlan
The local area will be well-represented on the Ohio squad in the 70th Annual
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game slated Sunday at 7:15 p.m. at
Wheeling Island Stadiom. Players from the area include, front row 1 to r,
Riley Hayhurst, Errik Snell and Moe Lathan of Cambridge and Mitchell -
Wells of Barnesville; back row, Darin Neff, Dylan Wood and Jacob Quinn of
Meadowbrook and Dillon Pointer of Buckeye Trail.

Jeff Harrison/The Dally Jeffarsonlan
The West Virginia squad takes n much-deserved water break during a muggy

Monday mornjng practice session on the turf at Bethany College.

Jefl Harrison/The Dally Jeflersonlan
Mugging for the camera during Media Day activities on the campus of Bethany
College as the countdown begins for the 70th Annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All-
Star Football Game is Cambridge High’s Moe Lathan. Lathan and the rest of
the Buckeyes will square off against their West Virginia counterparts Sunday at
7:15 p.m. at Wheeling Island Stadium.

OVAC All-Stars getting
ready for Sunday’s game

JEFF HARRISON
THE DalLY JEFFERSONIAN

- BETHANY, WV — The
meet-and-greet pleasantries
have been exchanged; the
uniforms were handed out
and the photographs and
. other media-related activi-
ties are in the rear-view mir-
Tor.

Now, it's time to
get ready, as they
sny, for some foot-
ball!

More than 60
of the area’s finest foot-
ball players have assem-
bled on the campus of
Bethany College and will
spend the remainder of the
week getting ready for the
70th Annual OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football
Game which kicks off
Sunday at 7:15 p.m. at
Wheeling Island Stadium.

Under the guidance of
Beaver Local's Jeremy
McElroy and Oak Glen's
Tan Whittington and their
coaching staffs, the Ohio
and West Virginia gridders
will have two practices a
day through Friday and
one more on Satmrday to

get ready for the mid-sum-
mer classic which signals
the return of football to the
Ohio Valley.

In addition to Monday’s
Media Day event at Bison
Field, the teams will be
treated to severnl event-
related activities throughout
the week.

Tonight’s event
is the Osiris Shrine
Theater film and
pizza; the George
Strager Evening
with the Stars ban-
quet is slated for Wednesday
at Wheeling Park’s White
Palace; an Ice Cream Social
is on tap for Thursday; the
Queen of Queens com-
petition takes place at the
Capitol Theater in down-
town Wheeling on Friday;
and the yearly pre-game Pep
Rally is set for Bethany’s
Bison Field on Saturday.

The 160-member OVAC
McDonald’s All-Star Band
will descend on the Bethany
campus on Wednesday and
the Ohio and West Virginia
All-Star Cheer Squads will
arrive on Thursday.

While it’s still early, Coach
McElroy likes what he sees
from his Buckeye squad.

Tickets are on sale

at The Jeffersonian

Tickets for the 70th Annual
OVAC Rudy Mumicy All-
Star Football Game will be
on sale Tuesday through
Friday until 5 p.m. each day
at The Daily Jeffersonian
dffice at 831 Wheeling Ave.
in  Cambridge. Advance
tickets are 37 and all rickets
at the game are $10.

“We're still getting a feel
for the guys,” he said, “and
nothing is set in stone this
early. We've got a lot of ver-
satility, and we want them to
be ready to play both sides
of the ball because you're
limited with only 32 guys.”

“We're not going o change
how they play their posi-
tion,” McElroy continued.
““We just want to put them in
the right spots to utilize their
skills and make plays.

The biggest thing is get-
ting them to comununicate
with one-another.”

The Beaver Local coach
snid his players are already
chomping at the bit for
Sunday's game.

See OVAC page B-3
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Fitch set to lead Ohio’s
OVAC all-star squad

Purple Riders’
standout will
lean on years

of experience

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Writer

BETHANY - Martins
Ferry's Jack Fitch has
become a point of reference
for many in OVAC All-Star
Game camp this week at
Bethany College

Actually, outside of game
director Bob Koch and other
OVAC officials, there’s prob-
ably no better person for the
players — and coaches — to
turn to with thelr questions.

You see, Fitch is a veteran
of all-stdr, camp.

“I'yve had one 10-year
reunion already, and I think
I'm on six or so for my other
time,” Fitch said.

Actually, he's just three
years removed from his last
all-star camp, but after so
many times- they start to run
together,

Fitchihas become a veteran
of OVAC camps through his
father, Dirk. The Martins
Ferry Superintendent has
been on the coaching staff for
the game many times and
twice (2003 and 2011) took
his son with him to serve as a
manager for Team Ohio.

“Being here now three
times makes it a lot easier,”
the younger Fitch said. “T've
been through the practices
and know how things go, so
it’s definitely been easter in
that regard.”

Fitch, who is headed to
Wheeling Jesuit University to
run track, learned from his
past ventures that there has to
be a balancing act of making
sure the work gets done and
the experience remains posi-
tive in terms of making new
friendships and soaking up
everything the game has to
offer.

“You need to make sure
you get your rest and spend
your own time preparing, but
you also have to have fun
every once in a while,” Fitch
said,

Many of his Ohio team-
mates didn’t realize Fitch’s
connections to the game until
this week.

“A few asked me if 1 knew

See, FITCH,
Page B2

MARTINS FERRY'S Jack Fiich is preparing for his thi
Star Footballl Game. He was a manager for Team Ohi

Photo by Seth Steskey

rd venture into the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
o in 2003 and 2011.

a's pictured with his

father, Dirk, who played in the game in 1979 and has coached in the game muitiple times, too.

This time, Kriechbaum not rooting for Ohio

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leadsr Sports Writer

BETHANY — Zac Kriechbaum
is one of those rare players who
resides in one state, but attended
high school in another state. The
Linsly School graduate resides in
Barnesville.

So, does he have mixed emo-
tions about playing in the 70th
annual Rudy Mumley Ghio Valley
Athletic Conference All-Star
Football Game Sunday night inside
Wheeling Island Stadium?

“I grew up cheering for Ohio in
every game. I'd sit on the Ohio
side because I always thought I

would go to school in Ohio, but '

pow that I'm on the team for West
Virginia, it’s a little different,” the
5-10, 180-pounder said. “I'm defi-
nitely rooting for West Virginia
this year, however.”

Kriechbaum went to Barnesville
schools until seventh grade before

KRIECHBAUM

crossing over the Ohio River into
Ohio County for the next five
years. He was teammates with
Mitchell Wells during his younger
days in Barnesville, Wells is a
member of the Ohio squad.

“[ grew up with him a little bit,”
Kriechbaum of Wells.

Kriechbaum said growing up e
always dreamed of playing under
the lights on Friday nights, but
when he went to Linsly, most of
the Cadets contests were on
Saturday afternoons.

“It was different, I just enjoy
playing the game of football, so it
really didn’t matter to me which
day we played on,” he noted.

‘As a freshman at Linsly, the
Cadets went 10-0, something
Kriechbaum won't soon forget.

“Those guys were my idols,” he,
said. “They are who I strived to be.
every day.”

Come Sunday night,
Kriechbanm, who will attempt to
walk-on at Ohioc University as a
placekicker, could be found any-
where on the field. He is listed as a

Soe, KRIECHBAUM,
Page B2
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S0, I explained that 1’d been’a manager twice and really gy > 230 i s&ﬁﬁﬂnahﬁﬂl
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OVAC’s 70th All-Star
Football Game tonight

OVAC from page B-1
Kuczynski of Bloomindale.

- This year's game program is dedicated to Mary Lou .|

Mauck and Tom Myers who have worked behind the
scenes of the game for more than 30 years.

_ A total of 41 of the 50 (soon to be 52) conference
schools are represented by participants in one aspect or
another of the event,

- As part of the 70th anniversary celebration, the OVAC
will hand out free rally towels to the first 1,000 fons.
There will be red and white towels on the Ohio side and
blue and gold towels on the West Virginia side courtesy
of WTOV-TV9, Scholastic Sports Marketing and Shirts
‘N More. .

- The annua! Free Youth Clinic for boys. and girls
ages 6-13 is slated this afternoon at Wheeling Island
Stadium, with registration from
12-12:45 p.m. while the clinic runs
from 1-2:30 p.m. The camp is con-
ducted by Wheeling Park’s Chris
Daugherty and his staff along with
sl o ¢ members of the Bethany College
staff, The instructors will teach the
hasic fundamentals of football with emphasis on building
self-esteem.

- The Health Plan/WTOV-TV9 Pass, Punt and Kick
Contest will once again give one lucky fan a chance to
walk away with $10,000. .

- Only two members of this year’s OVAC McDonpld ]
All-Star Band are from the local area — Barnesville's

Jessica Kettlewell and Dana Rieperth.

- There were 25 schools represented in Friday’s Queen
of Queens Talent Show at the Capitol Theater in down-
town Wheeling, and the winner will be announced at
halftime of tonight’s game. Barnesville is the only one of
the six local conference schools with a candidate for the
Queen of Queens — Myka Gordon.

- As always, there will be both a 10-year reunion (2005
sarticipants) and a 50-year reunion (those who played in
he 1965 game), with those attending to be introduced to
he crowd during the game.

- In 43 years of OVAC sponsorship, the game has
jonated more than $901,000 to charity organizations and
scholarships throughout the Ohio Valley.

- Tonight’s game i$ being broadcast live on WTOV-TV
9: on mdio stations WKKX 1600 AM and WVLY 1370
AM: and on the intemet/webstream by PlayOnSports,
with complete coverage as always in The Monday
Jeffersonian.
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Continued from Page B1

Kierstyn Kidder of
Bellaire tweeted, “Queen of
Queens is easily one of the
greatest things I've ever
been a part of.”

For the more than 200
kids involved with Sunday
night’s game, the memories
and relationships will sim-
ply last a lifetime, regard-
less of any outcome.

OVAC BRAWL

For the first time since
I’ve been covering the
OVAC All-Star Game, the
normal chippiness and trash
talking escalated much fur-
ther than anyone had hoped
or envisioned.

During the first quarter, a
brawl broke out right in
front of the West Virginia
bench.

Though there appeared
to be players throw punch-
es, come off their bench
onto the field and one play-
er actually lost his helmet
during the melee, there
were 1o ejections from the
officiating crew.

Both coaches expressed
their disappointment in the

fight,

“You never want to see
that,” Ohio head coach
Jeremy McElroy said.

held back as much as pos-
sible.
SETH’S SCOOPS
B THE 71st annual

“Being on the other side of Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
the field, I really didn’t see  Star Game is slated for

what started it or anything.

It’s unfortunate and you

Sunday, July 24, 2016.
m IF YOU'RE keeping

never want that to hoppen.”  track at home, it’ll be Class

West Virginin head
coach Ian Whittington
believed it was a build up
that simply boiled over.

“We told our kids to

5A’s turn in the rotation to
coach the game, Could
McElroy get the Ohio
coaching job in consecu-
tive years? His Beaver

keep their cool, but this isa Local Beavers have

band of hrothers and when
they saw something hap-
pen, they came to the aid
and help of their teammate
I don’t think any of our
guys threw any punches.
They were trying to rip
people back.”

OVAC Executive
Secretary Tom Rataiczak
wouldn’t go as far as say
the fight gave the game a
black eye, But, he called it
an “unfortunate situation.”

Rataiczak also gave

bumped up to the biggest
class for this season.
Steubenville, Cambridge

. and OVAC newcomer

Warren Local are the only
other Ohio schools in the
biggest class.

m PREP FOOTBALL
officially begins Saturday
in Ohio when teams are
allowed to begin two-a-
days. West Virginia gets
into the act on Aug. 3.

Staskey can be reached
via email at sstaskey

kudos to both head coaches @timesleaderonline.com

for doing their part in try-
ing to keep their players

or at Twitter.com
ITLSportsSeth

-

Seth
Staskey
Sports Editor

OVAC participants
take to social
media to talk about
their experience

Another Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Game has come and gone.

That signals the start of the new foot-
ball season, for which most in the Ohio
Valley are chomping at the bit.

At the same time, it also gignals the end
of the high school careers for those who
took part in Sunday evening’s affair.

High school yields many memories and
offers experiences that people look back
on fondly for years to come.

It's safe to say that the OVAC All-Star
Game is amongst those for area kids.

It's an event that area athletes cherish
and look forward to the most. When you
hear piayers say during the week that
they've grown up wanting to play in the
game, it’s not just blowing smoke.

Many players utilized their social media
accounts to express their gratitude and
excitement about the entire OVAC All-
Star Game experience,

Sunday night — well, actually early
Monday morning — when I got home
from the office, I was scrolling through
my Twitter feed and each player I came
across seemed to have trouble sleeping
because of what they’d just experienced
on Wheeling Island.

And the thing that is lost on some peo-
ple is the fact these memories aren’t just
made by the players. The queens, band,
cheerleaders all bond and come together
as a cohesive unit during the week. It's
really rather impressive when you think
about it.

Chio was routed in the game, 35-7, and
was dominated in the second half when it
was outscored 28-0. While all competi-
tors and athletes wont to win each tiume
out, the final ontcome didn't seem to deter
the experience.

Zach Connor of Indian Creek (weeted,
“didn't go the way I wanted it to go, but
man did I have a blast this week. Thank
you coaches and teammates for an amaz-
ing week I'll never forget.”

Jack Fitch of Marting Ferry tweeted, *T.
wat to thank (Jeremy McElroy) and the
rest of the staff for a wonderful experi-
ence. Also want to thank my tearnmates
for making it better.”

Jacob Quinn of Meadowbrook tweeted,
“L.ast night was probably one of the best
experiences I'll ever have. Had a great.
time with a great group of guys.”

Errik Snell of Cambridge tweeted, 1
had the time of my life tonight!”

Keep in mind, those four guys all
played for the losing team.

Jace Neville of Morgantown tweeted,
“(Tan Whittington) deserved this W
tonight more than anyone. Great coach
and man! Blessed to have met him.”

West Virginia hend coach lan
Whittington tweeted, “1 just want to thank
everyone of my #TeamWV for everything
this week! Best experience I've ever had
as a coach! Thank you, guys! #Team

There were a few players, however,
who were happy to be back in their own
beds, but who could blame them?
Everyone enjoys sleeping in his or her
own bed over a college dormitory.

From the Queens:

Autumn Kessler of Union Local tweet-
ed, “I seriously can’t sleep because of
how amazing tonight was! I'm so blessed
to be surrounded by such sweet and caring
people.”

Ses, STASKEY,
Page B2
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The ©-foot-2, 225-
pounder recorded 100
tackles last season en
route (o honorable men-
tion all-state, second team
AN-TRAC, All-Area and
honorable mention All-
OVAC.

Anderson, who plans on
attending West Liberty, is
the son of Bob and
Stephanie Anderson.

THEO BLACKSTON,
Wheeling Park — This
former Patriot enjoyed a
huge season for Coach
Chris Daugherty's team.

The 6-1, 235-pounder
logged time at running
back, defensive end, line-
backer and fullback. He
finished with more than
1,500 yards and scored
19 touchdowns en route to
all-state honors.

Along with the state
honor, Blackston was
named first team All-
OVAC, All-TRAC, All-
Valley, Big 22 Finalist,
Elks Player of the Month
and player of the week.

Theo, who is planning
on attending Mercyhurst
University, is the son of
Pamela Ebbert.

MICAH BOLES,
Parkersburg South -
This former Patriot will
handle the kicking and
punting as he did for
Coach Mike Eddy’s team.

The 5-9, 150-pounder
was a perfect 33 of 33 on
PATs and connected on
five field goals.

Away from football,
Boles is an Eagle Scout
and received the Woody
Herman Jazz Award. He’s
also the president of the
Fellowship of Student
Athletes,

Micah, who plans on
attending West Virginia-
Parkersburg, is the son of
Trent and Amy Boles.

ZAHIR HICKS, Weir
— This former Red Rider
shined at linebacker for
Coach Tony Filberto’s
leam.

The 6-0, 205-pounder
recorded 111 tackles, 17
for loss, six sacks, recov-
ered four fumbles, torced
two and picked olf a pass.

His efforts were recog-
nized through first team
All-OVAC and All-
Valley. He was second
team all-state.

Zahir, who is the son of
Evonna Jordan, is plan-
ning on attending West
Liberty.

ZAK KRIECHBAUM,
Linsly — This former
Cadet did a little bit of
everything for Coach B.].
Depew’s teain last season.

The 5-10, 180-pounder
logged 136 tackles,
recorded 14 interceptions,

1,135 yards receiving and
was 7 of 7 on field goals
during his career.

He was a first team All-
OVAC and All-Valley
pick. He was named team
MVP and was a finalist
for special teams player of
the year.

Zak, who is planning on
attending Ohio University,
is the son of Doug and
Jennifer Kriechbaurm.

DEREK MARTIN,
Cameron - This
Dragons standout had an
impressive career for
Coach Scott Holt’s team.

The 5-10, 175-pounder
recorded 163 tackles and
0.5 sacks as a senior en
route to first team All-
Valley, All-OVAC and
All-Mason Dixon.

Away from football,
Martin is a member of the
National Honor Society
and vice president of the
student council. He was
also class valedictorian.

Derck, who plans on
attending Kenyon College,
is the son of Gary and
Kelli Martin.

JOSH MILLER,
Bishop Donahue — This
linebacking standout
played a key role for
Coach John Durdines’
team.

The 6-3, 185-pounder
logged 123 solo tackles

and had 10 interceptions
en route to first team All-
Valley, All-OVAC and
special mention all-state.

Josh, who is the son of
Chet and Terri Miller,
plans on attending
‘Wheeling Jesuit.

JOJO RICE, Weir —
This Red Riders speedster
had a big season for
Filberto’s team.

The 5-6, 140-pounder
was an All-OVAC per-
former. He was also a
standout in track.

JoJo, who is the son of
John and Partty Rice, plans
on attending West
Yirginia.

COLBY SHRIVER,
Clay-Battelle — This for-
mer Cee-Bee had g big
season from has linebacker
post [or Coach Ryan
Wilson’s team.

The 6-0, 210-pounder
recorded 109 tackles, two
forced fumbles and two
recovered fumbies. He
also ran for 414 yards and
four touchdowns.

Shriver was a second
team all-state selection,
first team All-Mason
Dixon, second eam All-
OVAC and Dominion
Post Afl-Area team.

Colby, who plans on
attending Fairmont State,
is the saon of Terry and
Angelia Shriver.

® Rivals
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“We all bond together

as offenstive linemen,”

Jegp Taam s <> rr» e

Bodkin noted. “We all
{kid) each other, but we
all get a long.”

Both players think the
trenches will be where the
EAME 15 WOIL.

“The game is won up
front and we’ve got a pret-

ty good-sized group of
guys,” Bodkin added.

“If we don’t make holes
the running backs have
nowhere to go,” Bloor
said. “We also have to
give our guarterback time
to pass.”
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Bodkin, Bloor: Rivals
to teammates and back

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

BETHANY — From rivals to team-
mates to rivals again. )

Martins Ferry’s Jonathan Bodkin
and Wellsville's Seth Bloor were two
of Ohio’s top Division 11T high school
heavyweight wrestlers last winter.

This week they will team up. to lead
the Buckeyes in the trenches when the
70th annual Rudy Mumley Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference All-Star
Football Game kicks off at Wheeling
Island Stadium on Sunday night

However, they will again go into
rival mode when college starts in the
fall. Bodkin (5-foot-7,:240 pounds)
will continue his athletic and,acadm.mc
careers at West Liberty University,
while Bloor (6-1, 260) has enrolled
down the road at Wheeling Jesuit
University

While both will continue to wrestle
at the collegiate level, their mindset is
strictly on football this week. )

“I think it will be fun to play with
him on the line,” Bloor admitted. “I
don’t dislike the guy. It was just a cou-
ple of wrestling matches. I did what I
had to do to win and he did the same.
Now we’'re on the same team with the
same mission.” i

“] think it will be a great expenence
playing with him,” Bodkig, the former
Purple Riders center, said. “We
haven’t even talked about those match-

es. All three (matches)
were wars, though. All
three of them could’ve
went either way.”

The duo hooked in a
trio of matches that
went right down to the
final buzzer, and then
" some, with Bloor com-
ing out on top each
time in sudden death.
The former Tigers
standout prevailed in
the Ron Mauck OVAC
285-pound champi-
onship bout, the Pepsi-
Ohio Coatings Panther
Classic finals at
" Buckeye Local, and the
"state semifinals in

Columbus.

“T have a ot of respect for Jonathan
when it comes to wrestling,” Bloor
said during media day Monday after-
noon at Bethany College, where the
Ohio and West Virginia teams will
practice for Sunday’s contest, which
begins at 7:15 p.m. “He's good at
what he does. He’s hard to score on
and makes the match his match.”

The two have known each other
since junior high school when they
competed in the OVAC Tournament.
However, they didn’t cross paths in
high school until their senior seasons.

BODKIN

'BLOOR

See, Rivals, Page B2

W.Va’s defense revealed

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

BETHANY - lan Whittington
knows Ohio has plenty of playmakers
on the offensive side of the bail.

The West Virginia coach believes he
has plenty of playmakers on the defen-
sive side, which should lead to an
interesting matchup Sunday night at

Wheeling Island Stadium in the 70th -

annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Footbail Game.

Whittington announced his line-
backers, secondary and kicker for the
game.

I honestly believe we have a lot of
depth at linebacker and guys who are
tough against the run,” Whittington
said. “Our outside linebackers have to
be able to move. Our defensive backs
can fly around and they’re bigger, ver-
satile kids.”

Camp got under way Sunday at

Bethany College.
Here's a capsule look at the players:
DYLAN ANDERSON,
Morgantown — This former

Mohigan shined at middle linebacker
for Coach John Bowers' tearn.

See, Defense, Page B2
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Mountain State routs
Buckeyg¢ State 35-7

By SETH STASKH
Times LaadenSports ditor

WHEELING — est Vu'gmia coach Ian Whittingtan
didn’t hold back whep he spoke about his squad ali week.

The Oak Glen mehtor was high on every aspect enter-
ing Sunday night’s FOth annual Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Football Gage.

Nothing — including a 70-minute rain delay, a first-
quarter melee, or (fhio — was about to stand in the
Mountaineers” way ch route to a 35-7 victory

“It comes down (b the game, but this was about the
experience of the OAC All-Star Game and bonding as a
teamn,” Whittington dnid. “Finishing with a win maokes it
even more special, top.”

The bonding is ong thing, but having guys like Linsly’s
Chimechi Oparanpzie and Wheeling Park’s Theo
Blackston in the bpckfield — along with impressive
offensive and defensfve fronts — didn’t hurt matters.

The game was tied at 7-7 until there was four seconds
remaining in the third quarter. That’s when Oparanozie
found daylight arounfl the left end and went untouched for
a 17-yard touchdownd

“We wanted to gat them out of the box and then jam
our big guys up the njiddle at them,” Whittington said.

Micah Boles added his second of five PAT kicks to put
the Mountaineers up,§14-7, entering the fourth.

From there, the whiels fell off for Ohio.

Along with West [Virginia finding offensive momen-
turn, the Ohio offensg was bitten by the turnover bug.

On the ensuing possession, Ohio quarterback Chaice
Truex was stripped of the ball and Clay-Battelle’s Jacoby
1 corecl from 25 yards out.

1; h’s Trevor Boot got a free run at
Truex on the inext Bjickeyes offensive play. He stripped
the bail and Ll}len pounced on it, putting the Mountaineers
in business agnin.

“Turnovers| were qostly and were a big turning point,”
Ohio coach Jeremy McElray said. “Obviously you can't
turn the ball aver and expect to win.”

It took one play Opdranozie to find the end zone

again. This tine it cgvered 18 yards. After the PAT, the

) LL-STAF[S, Page B2
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Photo by Seth Staskey
OHIO’S CHAICE Truex throws a pass during the
game. |
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Brown, ‘Oparan02|e
are most-valuable

By KYLE LUTZ
For The Times Leader

WHEELING -
Chimechi Oparanozie final-

Pholo by Seth Staskay

OHIO'S KALUB Mitchell tries to carry the ball past West Virginia's defense during the 70th annual Rudy
Mumiey OVAC All-Star Football Game Sunday at Wheeling Island Stadium.

Brown short but blg on numbers

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writar

WHEELING - At 5-°

foot-5, 155 pounds,

Monroe Central’s Levi

Brown was the smallest

player,on the Qhiop roster.
for Sunday night's 70th-
annual Ohio Valley

Athletic Conference Rudy

Mumley All-Star Football

Game,

However, the former
Seminoles standout turned
out to be one of the biggest
on a dismal night for the
Buckeyes in a 35-7 drub-
bing by West Virginia, He
finished with 25 yards
rushing on seven carries.
Ohio had 25 for the game
on 33 totes, He also caught
a pair of passes for 13
stripes,

The pint-sized Brown
was voted the Ohio MVP
after scoring the Buckeyes
lone touchdown o a twist-
ing-and-turning 13-yard
run midway through the
first quarter that drew the
Red-and-White even at 7.

“It all happencd so
quick. I really don’t know
what happened,” he said of
his TD. “I do know I made

-

a couple of cuts and 1 was
right there. I had some
good blocking, as well.”
That was the last time
the Buckeyes even get
close to scoring as West
Virginia dominated the

-remainder of the contest.

When the final buzzer
sounded, it marked the end
of Brown’s football career.

Photo by Seth Staskay
OHIO’S LEVI Brown breaks through the West
Virginia defense.

He will attend Baldwin-
Wallace University in
Berea where he will dou-
ble-major in athletic train-
ing and pre-physical thera-

Y.

“It's upsetting. It’s my
last time (walking off the
field),” he said. “It was my
choice whether to play or
not. Hopefully, I made the

right decision.”

Regardless, he will
remember the experience
of playing in the OVAC
All-Star Game for the rest
of his life.

“This entire week was
amazing,” he said of the
week-long of training
camp ot Bethany College.
“We came in as single
guys, individuals players,
and we ended up as a
team.”

As a senior, he rushed
for 1,165 yards and 13
touchdowns on 170 car-
ries in helping lead the
Seminoles to another
playoff berth. It was
Brown’s second straight
1,000-yard season — he
ran for 1,021 in 2013 —
leaving him with a career
total of 2,908 yards and
35 TDs. He also caught
24 passes this season for
260 yards.

Brown received nothing
but praise from Monroe
Central head coach Jay
Circosta following last
season.

““He was jlist a kid that,
pound-for-pound, inch-for-
inch, they don’t come any

tougher than Levi.””’

W.Va’s interior lines bring the piain

By SHAWN RINE
For The Times Leader

WHEELING -

When nush came




The Oak Glien mentor was high on every aspect enter-
ing Sunday night’s 70th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC

All-Star Footbail Game.

Nothing — including a 70-minute rain delay, a first-
quarter melee, or Ohio — was about to stand in the
Mountaineers’ way en route to a 35-7 victory.

“1t comes down to the game, but this was about the
experience of the OVAC All-Star Game and bonding as a
team,” Whittington said. “Finishing with a win makes it

1

even more special, 100,

The bonding is one thing, but having guys like Linsly’s
Chimechi Oparanozie and Wheeling Park’s Theo
Blackston in the backficld — along with impressive
offensive and defensive fronts — didn't hurt matters,

The game was tied at 7-7 until there was four seconds
remaining in the third quarter. That's when Oparanozie
found daylight around the left end and went untouched for

a 1 7-yuard touchdown.
“We wunted to get

them out of the box and then jam

our big guys up the middle at them,” Whittington said.

Micah Boles added his second of five PAT kicks to put
the Mountaineers up, 14-7, entering the fourth.

From there, the wheels fell off for Ohio.

Along with West Virginin finding offensive momen-
tum, the Ohio offense was bitten by the tumover bug.

On the ensuing possession, Ohio quarterback Chaice
Truex was stripped of the ball and Clay-Battelle’s Jucoby
Steele scooped it and scored from 25 yards out.

Parkersburg South’s Trevor Boot got a free run at
Truex on the next Buckeyes offensive play. He stripped
the ball and then pounced on it, putting the Mountaineers

in business again.

“Turnovers were costly and were a big turning point,”
Ohio coach Jeremy McElroy said. “Obviously you can't
turn the bal! over and expect to win.”

It took one play for Oparanozie to find the end zone
again. This time it covered 18 yards. After the PAT, the

See, ALL-STARS, Page B2

game.

Phato by Seth Slaskey
OHIO’S CHAICE Truex throws a pass during the Red-und-White even at 7.

Brown, Oparanozie

are most-valuable vy ya’s interior lines bring the

By KYLE LUTZ
or The Times Leader

WHEELING -
Chimechi Oparanozie final-
ly could have his senior
moment. After being side-
lined due to injury during
his final season at Linsly,
the Cadet did all he could
during the 70th annual
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-
Star Football Game,

The Linsly running back
ran for 75 yards and found
the end zone two times in
the second half and was
named MVP for West
Virginia as it defeated
Ohio, 35-7, on Sunday
night at Wheeling Island
Stadium. Monroe Central’s
Levi Brown was named
MVP for the Ohio team.

I was really proud of the
line,” Oparanozie suaid.
“They really stepped itup. 1
have to give it all to the
line, and the rcceivers did a
good job, too.”

The 5-foot-11, 250-
pound back’s touchdowns
were both in key moments.
Wwith the score tied at 7-7,
the Cudet took the handoff
and ran 18 yards to the end
zone to give West Virginia
u lead it didn’t relinguish.

OPARANOZIE

*1t was just adrenaline, to
be honest,” Oparanozie suid
about his scores,

The other one came after
a key play by the West
Virginia defense. With
§:24 left in the game,
Trevor Boot ripped the ball
from the Ohio quarter-
back's hands and recovered
the fumble. On the ensuing
play for West Virginia,
Oparanozie found a hole in
the Ohio defense and took
it to the house tfrom 10

Ses, MVPs,
Page B2

OHIO’S KALUB Mitchell tries
Mumley OVAC All-Star Footbal

Phato by Seth Staskey

to carry the ball past West Virginia's defense during the 70th annual Rudy
| Game Sunday at Wheeling Istand Stadium.

Brdwh éhart, butb_i'g on numbers

By KIM NORTH
Times Leader Sports Writer

WHEELING - At 5-

foot-5, 155 pounds,
Monroe Central’s Levi
Brown was the smallest
player on the Ohio roster
for Sunday night’s 70th
annual Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football
Game.

However, the former
Seminoles standout turned
out to be one of the biggest
on a dismal night for the
Buckeyes in a 35-7 drub-
bing by West Virginia. He
finished with 25 yards
rushing on seven carries.
Ohio had 25 for the game
on 33 totes. He also caught
a pair of passes for 13
stripes,

The pint-sized Brown
was voted the Ohio MVP
after scoring the Buckeyes
lone touchdown on a twist-
ing-and-turning 13-yard
run midway through the
first quarter that drew the

“1t all happened 50
quick. I really don’t Know
what happened.” he said of
his TD. “I do know | made

n couple of cuts and I was
right there. I had some
good blocking, as well.”
That was the last time
the Buckeyes even get
close to scoring as West
Virginia dominated the

remainder of the contest.

When the final buzzer
sounded, it marked the end
of Brown’s football career.

Photo by Seth Staskey
OHIO’S LEVI Brown breaks through the West
Virginia defense.

He will attend Baldwin-
Wallace University in
Berea where he will dou-
ble-major in athletic train-
ing and pre-physical thera-

py.

“It's upseiting. It’s my
last time (walking off the
field).” he said. "It was my
choice whether to play ot
not. Hopefully, 1 made the

right decision,”

Regardless. he will
remember the experience
of playing in the OVAC
All-Star Game for the rest
of his life.

“This entire week was
amazing,” he said of the
weck-long of training
cump at Bethany College.
“We came in as single
guys, individuals players,
and we ended up as a
team.”

As a scnior. he rushed
for 1,165 yards and 13
touchdowns on 170 car-
ries in helping lead the
Seminoics to another
playoff berth. It was
Brown's sccond straight
1,000-yard season — he
ran for 1.021 in 2013 —
leaving him with a career
total of 2.908 yards and
35 TDs. He also caught
24 pusses this season for
260 yards.

Brown received nothing
but praise from Monroe
Central head coach Juy
Circosta Tfollowing last
5eason,

“He was just a kid that,
pound-for-pound, inch-for-
inch, they don’t come any

L}

tougher than Levi’

By SHAWN RINE
Far The Times Leader

WHEELING — When push came
to shove as it so often does in these
types of games, West Virginia coach
[an Whittington was confident his big
boys up front would take over the
70th annual OVAC Rudy Mumley
All-Star Football Game on Sunday
night at Wheeling Island Stadium.
What he believed and what happened
were the exact same thing.

The Mountaineers’ offensive and
defensive lines took their toll on the
Ohio squad midway through the third
quarter to pave the way to a 35-7 vic-
tory.

“My defensive line is what was
my star points ... the backs and the
defensive line,”” Whittington said.
*‘In the second half they truly took
over the gaine,

“We knew we were going to run
the ball and ey knew we were going
to run the ball, but they did a very
good job of plugging up the inside
and plugging the holes, so in the sec-
ond half we had to spread them out.

“Those two backs are unbelievable
— 250 on Chimeci (Oparanozie) and
240 with Theo (Blackston) — und I
would be alraid to tackle them,”

Ilield Position

Oparanozic and Blackston each
scored a pair of touchdowns, but had
they not Whittington knows exactly

who he would have named his team’s
MVP. It's not who you think.

“I'd give the gane ball to Micah
Boles,” Whittington said.

For those not familiar, that would
be the former Parkersburg South
standout who handled the punting and
kicking duties for the Mountaineers.
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pain

Photo by Seth Staskey
OHIO’S MALIK Gummer tries to stay on his feet as he attempts to run
past West Virginia’s defense.

He continually changed the field
position, muking sure Ohio had to
work for anything it got. In the end
that wasn’t much.

“'He was putting the ball down

See, W.VA,, Page B2
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yards out to put the nail in the coffin and West Virginia
led 28-7.

“1 told him that you didn’t get to have your senior sea-
son this year,” West Virginia coach Ian Whittington said.
“I said, *This is your season all in one. This is what
you've been building up for. You got healthy. I took a
chance on you, son, and I expect you to give it to me.’
Chimechi just came out and played.”

It sure was a great way for the running back to end his
high school career.

“From not playing and watching my team play the
whole year and sitting on the sidelines, I just run angry
because I couldn’t play for the whole year,” Oparanozie
said, “I didn’t expect to have a game like this, honestly. It
was a good experience.”

Brown had an impressive game for Ohio as he was
voted MVP, The 5-5, 155-pound running back scored the
only touchdown for the Buckeyes on a 13-yard run in the
second quarter to tie the game up at 7-7.

“It was a great experience,” Brown said. “The stands
were packed. The atmosphere was amazing. I'm not play-
ing college ball, so it was my last timme playing and it was
a great feeling, even though we lost.”

Brown played a solid game and certainly gave the
crowd something to look forward to when he stepped on
the field. He tallied 21 yards and his score, and also
caught two passes.

“Just representing Monroe Central, Monroe County,
my school, just everything, it was a great experience,”
Brown said. “I"ve had the pleasure to work under Coach
(Jay) Circosta for the past four year and 1 couldn’t of
made it here without him and the rest of the coaching
staff at Monroe Central.”

“He’s. a great kid,” Ohio coach Jeremy McElroy said
about Brown. “He's the kind of kid that plays all heart
and if you go David and Goliath, he’s David. But, he’s
fits that role too. His heart’s as big as this stadium.”

W.Va.

Continued from Page B

inside the 10, inside the 5 and his kickoffs were deep,”’
‘Whittington said. ‘*Micah Boles is a speciai player and he
needs to be playing somewhere in college.

*‘He should play at the next level.”’

Pride, Passion ,

He may have only had this particular group for a week,
but it wasn't hard 1o tell Whittington had legitimate adni-
ration for his kids. In fact, it almost looked like he wanted
to play in the game.

“I didn't know Coach Whit from Adam, but the first
dny of practice he was really intense,”’ Blackston said. *'I
like intense coaches ... people who keep you pumped and
into the game,

“*That’s what he supplied. Actually, all the coaches
were like that. All week long we were hyped up.””

Whittington may have gotten more than he bargained
for during the second half when he ran onto the field after
a big play and chest-bumped Linsly grad Chukwudi
Chukwu,

“I'm pretty sure he broke my ribs .. I am not kidding,”
Whittington said with a laugh. **And he broke the headset
because he’s a monster.

“*As you can see with my bond with my team, it was
about the experience of the OVAC All-Star Game. It's
not just the football game, because that’s what it comes
down to.

“But it’s the experience of being with these kids and
these nthletes. It was amazing. It was the most fun ['ve
ever had coaching. It was a special experience,

Big Play

West Virginia was clinging to a tight lead before it
broke the game open with a flurry of quick scores. None
was bigger than a fumble recovery by Clay-Battelle’s
Jacob Steele that he ran back for a touchdown.

Whittington admits that had it been a regular-season
game he would have liked to see his player just fall on the
football in that scenario. But not in o contest like this.

**We tatked about that,”” Whittington said. *“This isn’t
Qak Glen High School where we are trying to build ond
build and make the safe play.

*“This is an all-star game and if you have a chance to
pick up a fumble, you take it back. This is his time to
shine on the big stage.”’

Photo by Seth Staskey
OHIO'S BRUCE Berger batiles for the ball against
opposina West Virainia plavers.
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WEIR'S WILLIAM Larch (7) runs the ball for West Virginia against Ohio’s OVAG Ali-Stars during the 70th
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Game Sunday at Wheeling Istand Stadium. Wast Virginia beat

Ohio 35-7.

All-Stars

Continued from Page B1

scoreboard read 28-7 and many of
the fans began to head for the exits,

“Once we scored 28, we kind of
had a feeling it was over,”
Oparanozie, who finished with 75
yards on 14 carries, said. “This was
fantastic. 1 never would have expect-
cd to play like I did. This was a great
week. This {elt like more of a team, in
just two days, than anyone else I've
ever played with.”

Blackston, who scored the game’s
first touchdown from 6 yards out,
capped the scoring with 3:20 to go on
an 8-yard run around the end.

“We didn’t respond to adversity
and never got going afler turning the
ball over,” McElroy said. “We didn’t
execute very well. We knew their
(defensive) front was solid coming in
and they made some plays.”

Ohio couldn’t get much going
offensively. With West Virginia’s
defensive line cousing all sorts of
problems, the Buckeyes were limited
to 25 yards rushing and 163 total.
They had eight first downs.

“At the beginning of the game we
allowed Truex to get out of the pock-
et and he made some plays, but were

getting to him and getting to him in
the second half for some negative
plays,”’” Whittington said.

The Buckeyes’ lone score came on
a 13-yard run by Monroe Central's
Levi Brown in the middle stages of
the third quarter. He was Ohio’s lead-
ing rusher with 25 yards on seven
carries. Cambridge’s Mo Lathan
caught two passes for 44 yards.

“It was a great week with great
kids,” McElroy said. “These were
great kids and it’s always nice, win or
lose, to spend time with first-class
kids.”

L3
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WEST VIRGINIA'S and Ohio’s All-Stars await the coin toss before the beginning of the 70th annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Game Sunday at Wheeling Island Stadium.

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Kyle
Busch's incredible comeback rolled
through Indianapolis Motor
Speedway, where Busch won the
Brickyard 400 on Sunday for a
weekend sweep at the historic track.

Busch missed the first 11 races of
the season with a broken right leg
and broken left foot. He returned in
late May and has won three consec-
utive Sprint Cup Series races and
four of the last five.

Now he has a prestigious
Brickéard victory to give him one of
NASCAR's elusive crown jewels.
His Indianapolis victory ranks
alongside his Southern 500 win at
Darlington Raceway as the biggest
of his career.

“Maybe I found my happy place,”
Busch said in victory lane when
ackerd if he hag fannd 2 new nerenee-

tive since he was injured in a crash
the day before the season-opening
Dagtona. 500,

usch, who also won the second-
tier Xfinity Series race Saturday at
Indianapolis, moved 23 points away
from cracking the top 30 in the
standings. NASCAR granted him a
waiver that will make him eligible
for the Chase for the S]f,ri"t Cup
championship should he be ranked
inside the top 30 in points.

“We're a championshi
ing tcam, we just need to
onship eligible,” Busch said.

The win for Joe Gibbs Racing
was the first Sprint Cup Series vic-
tory at Indianapolis for Toyota.
Chevrolet had entered the race on a
12-year winning streak and had won
16 of the 21 Brickyards.

The manufarturer alsn won the

contend-
champi-

Kyle Busch finally nabs win at Indy

Indianapolis 500 in May with Roger
Penske driver Juan Pablo Montoya.
But Penske was denied his first
Brickyard 400 win when Joey
Logano finished second to Busch on
Sunday in a Ford.

“Geez, I guess Kyle's back,”
Daytonu 500 winner Logano said.
“It’s just so frustrating ruaning sec-
ond at the Brickyard. Second hurts.”

Busch knows that all too well. He
finished second in two of the previ-
ous three Brickyards.

Kevin Harvick was third in a
Chevrolet, followed by Martin
Truex Jr., Busch teammate Denny
Hamlin and Clint Bowyer. Matt
Kenseth, another Gibbs driver, was
seventh, followed by Kurt Busch
and Kyle Larson.

Penske driver Brad Keselowski
roamded ont the fon 101
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HOLD THE LINE — Members of the Ohio and West Virginia OVAC All-Star teams line during a play in the second half of the 70th Annual
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Footbali Game in Wheeling on Sunday. West Virginia beat Ohlo, 35-7.

Mountaineers earn
squad’s largest
margin of victory
in OVAC game
By MATTHEW PEASLEE
Sports writer

WIfEfELING — For Zahir
Hicks and the West Virginia
All-Star, team, the final score

of Sunday's 70th-annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Foot-

ball Game was a bit of a sur- take that any day on a football
prise. field.”
But not in the way any Waest Virginia claimed a 35-

other 28-point differential
would be,

“Honestly, we imagined it
a little higher,” said
Hicks, a former
Weir High stand-
out. “We want-
ed to score 50
points and we

7 win in the game played at
Wheeling Island Stadium. The
win was West Virginia's 26th

in the series that dates
back to 1940, and

was the largest
' margin of vic-
tory for the
M o un -

didn’t want taineers.

them to get T h e
anything, It lights-out
was close : ‘ h defense
enough, ‘et Huntingtan¢{ deployed by
Shoot, Ill GO g g West  Vir-

est Virginia topples Ohio

ginia limited Ohio to just 25
rushing yards and a scoreless
second half.

“The defense was amaz-
ing,” said Mountaineers head
coach Ian Whittington, *We
thought our defensive line
was our best aspect and in the
first half they got after it. The
took over the game in the sec- !
ond half.” i

West Virginia scored on its
first possession in the first
quarter, a nine-play drive that
lasted less than four minutes.
It was capped by a two-yard

See DVAC Page 3B o

Swiger surges on offense

Micah Swiger

By MATTHEW PEASLEE
Sports writer

WHEELING — In the near
future, Micah Swiger intends

ing. He got his start on Sunday
by burning the opposing
defense. |

Swiger, an Oak Glen gradu-
ate, showcased his speed in the
70th-annual OVAC Rudy Mum-
ley All-Star Football Game.
The quick and elusive 5-foot-7,
140-pounder was the team's
primary return man. He aver-
aged 28 yards on four punt
returns and took a kickeff
return for more than 45 yards,
though it was called back due
to an illegal block in the back,

“T was ready for that role,”

See OFFENSE Page 3B

op, pursuing a career in weld-"|-

Connor flies on defense

- By MATTHEW PEASLEE

o

":-_ﬂmrts writer

TVHEELING — From a |

who saw the game unfold

in the thick of battle, Zach

Connor offered the most hon- |

est reason for Ohio's short-
coming in Sunday’s 70th-
annueal OVAC Rudy Mumley
All-Star Football Game.

“The ball didn't bounce
our way and West Virginia
made big plays when they
had to,” Connor said.

The eventual 35-7. final
score looked like it could
have gone either way in the
first half.

“T thought we did a very
good job of handling the

See DEFENSE Page 3B >

from*the sidelines and right |

Zach Connor




Defense

MONDAY, JULY 27, 2015

M

OVAC

SPORTS

run from Theo Black-
ston, a Wheeling Park
grad.

Blackston and back-
field mate Chimechi
Oparanozie of Linsly
each found the end zone
twice. Oparanozie fin-
ished with 75 rushing
yards on 14 carries and
was named the West Vir-
ginia Most Valuable Play-
er. This was his first
football game since 2013,
as he missed his senior
season with the Cadets
due to injury.

“From not playing and
watching my team play
the whole year and sit-
ting on the sidelines, I
just ran angry because I
couldn’t play for the
whole year,” Oparanozie
said, “I didn't expect to
have a game like this,
honestly. It was a good
experience.”

Chio got on the board
midway through the sec-
ond quarter on a 13-yard
run by Monroe Central
grad Levi Brown, who
was named Ohio Most
Valuable Player. The
Buckeyes nearly got on
the board again before
halftime as Stone
Romano of Steubenville
Catholic Central picked
off a pass and returned it
to West Virginia territo-
ry with under a minute
left in the second quar-
ter.

The Buckeyes ran
four plays before River’s
Colton Wright lined up to
kick a 30-yard field goal.
The snap was botched as
time expired and Ohio
wouldn't have another
opportunity to score
again.

West Virginia forced

seven three-and-outs on
Ohic and controlled the
tempo for the second
half.
“It didn’t go our way,”
satd Ohio coach Jeremy
McElroy, “We didn't
respond to adversity. We
turned the ball over and
didn’t get anything
going. We didn't execute
very well. They had a
great defensive front
and we knew that going
in. :

“Their guys made
some plays. Momentum
was big for them.”

West Virginia had 175
total yards and used four
quarterbacks. . Bishap
Donahue’s Jesse Padlow
started and completed
one pass for 18 yards.
Will Larch of Weir came
in for the second quarter
and completed two pass-
es for a total of 17 yards.

Brooke's Aaron Walk-
er started the third quar-
ter, after playing
defense all of the first
half, and was 3 for 3
passing for 18 yards.

“Throughout high
school, my main focus
was quarterback,” Walk-
er said. “It was a 360 for
me this week because 1
had to focus a0 much on
playing defense. I think
we played great as a
defensive unit, but play-
ing quarterback was just
the icing on the cake.”

Paden City’s Zach
Heasley played most of
the fourth quarter under
center for the Moun-
taineers.

West Virginia broke
the 7-7 tie late in the
third quarter with
Oparanozie's second
touchdown. Early in the

Offense

fourth quarter, Jacoby
Steele of the Moun-
taineers and a Clay-Bat-
telle grad, picked up a
fumble and returned it
for a touchdown,

“This is an all-star
game,” Whittington said.
“This isn’'t Qak Glen
High School where we're
trying to build and make
the safe plays. This is the
chance to make the plays
and his time to shine.
Scoop and score any time
you get.”

West Virginia forced
seven Ohio fumbles.

The game was delayed
an hour and 15 minutes
due to continuous light-
ning strikes. Fans were
cleared from the stands
and teams were sum-
moned to their locker
rooms, which served as
makeshift dormitories.

“1 actually fell
asleep,” Walker said. “1
had a pillow and found a
nice, wide open spot on
the carpet and took a
nap. We were all frus-
trated and anxious. Then,
once it started it fired us
up even more.”

For better or worse.
At the 7:26 mark of the
first quarter, a brawl
broke out near the West
Virginia sidelines after
Ohio quarterback Chaice
Truex found Moe Lathan
for a short gain. Pushing
and shoving ensued,
before helmets were
removed and punches
were thrown.

After referees sorted
out the melee, no player
was ejected and the
teams accepted off-set-
ting penalties. The com-
plete pass was taken
away and they played the

Continued froni Page 18

down again.

“That had just been a
full week passing by,”
Whittington said. “We
heard a little chirping
going on back and forth.
We told them to keep
their cool, I think we
kept our cool, for the
most part. This is a band
of brothers. They came
together and saw their
guys getting on our guys.

“They came out to
help and I don’t think any
of our guys threw any
punches. They were good
on that; they were just
trying to rip people
back.”

Each team was penal-
ized four times, with
Ohio suffering 27 penal-
ty yards and West Vir-
ginia taking 45 yards in
penalties.

Truex, of Bellaire 5t.
John, finished  with 138
yards, completing 14 of
22 passes.

70th-annual Rudy Mumfey OVAC All-Star
Football Game

(! Wheeiing Island Stadlum)
West V'm‘?'ﬁ' D!;ln?

Ohlo ]

Westvirgina 7 071 -3
Flrst Quarter

Wy Blackston 1 run, {Bales Kick), 8205,
Secand Quarier

OH: Braown IJ{m\ {Wrlght kick), 8:25.

er

WV Oparanozle 17 run (Boles kick), 0:04,

Fourth

Quarter

\'{Vﬁﬁieele 75 tumble return, {Beles kick},
1.
Wwv. UFaramzle 18 run. {Beles kick), 9:31.
Wy Blackston 8 run (Boles kick), 320,
RUSHING: Ohiot 33-25-%d (Truex, 12:(-
8); Brown, 7-15-TD; Shannen, 310
Hilllard, 3-11; Lathan, 4-1%; Howell, 27
Gummer, 1-¢-5); Team, 1-(-4)}, West Vir-
alnia. 33-116-4id (Oparanozle, 14-T5-2d;

lacksten, 5-10; Padlow, 2-13; Lerch, &(-
109; Chukwu, (-1} Walker, 4-(-11); Rice,
9 Heas!ea, 11,
PASSING: Ohio 14-22-13-1x (Truex, 1:-18-
12+ 1%; Lathan, 1-1:5; Hilllard, 1-311). Wes
virginla, 61551z (Padlow, 1'518; Lareh
2-417:1x; Walker 3-3-18; Heasley, 0-2).
RECEIVING: Ohio 14-138_(Snall, I-M;
Brown, 2-13; Lathan 2-44; Romano, 213
Gummer, 1-3; Shannon, 1:10; Mitchell, 1-1);
Gummer, -0}, Wes! Virginta, &59 {Swiger,
1.32; Oparanezle, b4 Schwendeman, 1-(-
); Bogt, 1118},

irst Downs: Ohla, B; West Virginla, 14
Fumbies: Ohio, 7-2; West Virginia, 0.
Penatles: Ohlo, 427} West Virginia, 445

physicality in the first
_ half,” Connor said.
West Virginia scored a to get better.”

Continued from Page 1B

takes. Those are things I
can work on and continue

7.

Syvi.ger said after his West Vir-
ginia team knocked off Ohio, 35-

touchdown on its first
drive, but the Ohio
defense forced the Moun-
taineers to three three-
and-outs in the rest of the
first half.

“We knew they were
going to be big and phys-
ical up front,” said Con-
nor, an Indian Creek

. grad. *We knew they had
some big backs that
could carry the ball well
and create space.”

_Eight different West
Virginia players carried
the ball for positive
yardage. Meanwhile,
Connor was involved in
16 tackles for Ohio.

“I felt good for the
most part,” he said. “I
knew I made some mis-

chance in a few weeks
when he begins training
camp at West Liberty.

to just being out there
with a new team,” Con-
nor said. “I'm not going
to be the coach’s son any-
more, so nobody is going
to know me. I get to make
a name for myself.

“I'm looking forward
to the transition from
high school ball to col-

lege ball.
excited to be a Hilltap-
per.:a

Zach's father,

Connor will get that

“I'm looking forward

“Coach just told us to make big
plays and step up when we could.
We did that and that’s why we
won. A lot of different guys
st.epped up and came through in
big situations.”

) Swiger was ready to field
kicks and punts, but his expanded
use on offense was a bit of sur-
prise. He was used as a receiver
and caught three passes for 32
yards to lead all wide outs.

“We were a little weary about
pﬁsstmg at first,” Swiger said.
h “But once we saw what defense
I'm really they were running, we knew wh

we had to do. & 4t ond half.
“I wish I would have got in the

Creek’s head football
coach,

end zone maybe one time, but it is

Andrew, is entering his wh
» | at it is. '
13th season as Indian (hat mfatifergf won and that's all

Aaron Walker

two complete passes in the sec-

“Micabh is a great football play-
er,” Walker said. “He's so fast

anq I'm glad I got him the ball.
He’s a playmaker and he got out

Former Brooke quarterback ;ﬁirtllé:‘"o pen and did some good

Aaron Walker found Swiger for = ‘That's one of the reasons why

Continued from Page 1B

Ian Whittington picked him for
i the all-star team. Whittington,
the head coach at Oak Glen for
the past two years, wanted his
Golden Bear playmaker to do the
same for the Mountaineers.

“He was our go-to guy at Oak
Glen and now the whole Ohio Val-
ley got to see what kind of player
he ig,” Whittington said. “I knew
that Micah could score any time
he gets the ball in his hands.”

_Thg Golden Bears had just two
wins in the past two regular sea-
sons, but Sunday’s victory -
Swiger’s last game on the grid-
iron — was special for him and
his high school coach, - :

“It's the best way to end it,”

said Swiger, who will attend
Pittsburgh Technical Institute in
the fall. “It's a chip off cur shoul-
ders. It's a relief because the past
few years didn't go exactly how

we wanted to, but this win was

special, Coach Whitt deserves it.”
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WHEELING, WV — This
one got away in & hurry,

After enduring a lightning
delay of an hour and 10
minutes prior to kickoff, the
teams traded punches for
the better part of three quar-
ters before a quick flurry
in less than three minutes
delivered a knockout punch
as West Virginia claimed
a 35-7 victory over Ohio
in the 70th Annual OVAC
Rudy Mumley All-Star
Football Game at Wheeling
Island Stadivm on Sunday
night.

The score was deadlocked
at 7-7 late in the third quar-
ter, but West Virginia put
together a quick five-play,
65-yard drive to move in
front,

Weir High’s Jo Jo Rice
got the series going with a
20-yard gainer followed by
a l4-yard pass play from
Brooke’s Aaron Walker to
Oak Glen's Micah Swiger,
setting up a 17-yard TD
run on a delay by Linsly’s
Chimechi  Oparanozie,
Following the PAT by
Parkersburg South’s Micah
Boles, West Virginia had a
14-7 lead with four seconds
remaining in round three.

The floodgates opened
soon thereafter as West
Virginia converted a pair of
Ohio turnovers into 14 more
points.

First came a
25-yard scoop-and-
score fumble return
by Clay-Battelle's
Jacoby Steele at
the 11:12 mark of the fourth
period and then —just three
plays later —the Buckeyes
gave the ball away again —
this time on a fumble with
Parkersburg South’s Trevor
Boot recovering at the Ohio
19-yard line.

It only took one play for
West Virginia to extend its
lead as Oparsnozie got his
second TDY when he went
untouched through a hole
that opened like the parting
of the Red Sea. Tack on two
mare PAT's by Boles and
suddenly what had been a
close game had turned into
a 28-7 West Virginia rout

and we laughed...we did it

rral't KnotifThaDa!]y aﬂarsonlan
‘Cambridge High’s Moe Lathan carries the ball toward a pair of West Virginia

Ry

defenders during Sunday night’s OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game
at Wheeling Island Stadium. West Virginia posted a 35-7 victory

with 9:32 remaining.

The Mountain State squad
tacked on one more tally for
good measure in the waning
moments, with Wheeling
Park’s Theo Blackston scor-
ing from seven yards out
and Boles adding his fifth
successful point-
after kick with 3:20
to play.

Following a
wild celebra-
tion on Wheeling
Island Stadium’s new turf,
West Virginia coach lan
Whittington (Oak Glen)
was exuberant in his post-
game COMMENnts.

*This was about more than
the OVAC All-Star Game,”
he said. “It was the experi-
ence of being with these
kids...this was the most fun
I've ever had coaching in
my life,

‘You have to enjoy some-
thing like this," he contin-
ued. “You can’t got out and
beat them up every day. We
had team bonding exercis-
es...we yelled and screamed

Garrett Knott/The Dally Jetfersonlan
Monroe Central’s Levi Brown (5) celebrates after
running for a touchdown during Sunday night’s
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game at

Wheeling Istand Stadium,

all.”

They also dominated the
game,

“We knew we were going
to run the ball and they
knew we were going to run
the ball and they did a good
job of plugging it up early,”
Whittington related, “so we
had to spread them out a lit-
tle in the second half to get
them out of the box. Those
two backs (Opranozie and
Blackston) at 250 and 240
(pounds) are unbelievable,

“We felt our backs and
our defensive line were our
strong points,” he added,
“and they really came
through.”

For Ohio coach Jeremy
McElroy (Beaver Local), it
came down to the inabil-
ity to execute or protect the
football.

“We didn't execute,” he
said, *and they had a great
defensive front that made
some plays against us,

*“Turnovers really hurt us,”
McElroy acknowledged.
“We didn't respond to
adversity very well”

West Virginin had takep
the opening kickoff, which

took place at 8:25 p.m. rath-
er than the scheduled 7:15
start time, and marched 52
yards in nine spaps, with
Blackston getting the payoff
on a two-yard run followed
by Boles’ placement with
8:05 left in the first quarter,

A brief flare-up between
the teams took place during
Ohio’s first possession, and
when order was restored,
Parkersburg South’s
Brendan  Schwendeman
made a nifty pass intercep-
tion on a long pass.

Ohio had its best series of
the night beginning late in
the opening quarter, eventu-
ally moving 82 yards in 12
snaps to get the equalizer.

Cambridge’s Moe Lathan
had a nine-yard run and
caught a 23-yard pass
from QB Chaice Truex
of St john Central in the
drive while Cambridge’s
Emik Sopell landed a nine-
yard toss and Steubenville
Catholic’s Stone Roman
added a 15-yard grab.

The tying TD came on
a 13-yard run by Monroe
Central’s Levi Brown, who
spun off a tackler en route to

Garratt Knott/The Daily Jeffersonlan

Meadowbrook’s Dylan Wood (2) rushes downfield to
cover a play the during Sunday night’s OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football game at Wheeling Park

Stadium in West Yirginia,

35-1 rout in OVAC All-Star Game

Garrett Kno Dally Jeffersonlan

Cambridge’s Riley Hayhurst (6) moves into posi-
tion on defense during Sunday night’s OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game at Wheeling Island

Stadium, West Virginin ‘won, 35-7.

Garreit Knott/The Daity Jeffersonlan
Cambridge’s Errik Snell (right) looks for the ball as
he runs into the secondary in front of Jace Neville of
University High during Sunday night’s OVAC Rudy
Mumley All-Star Football Game.

the end zone. River's Colton
Wright kicked the PAT to
even the score at 7-7 with
8:26 left in the first half,

Yards were at a premiom,
with West Virginia manog-
ing 177 total yards while
Ohio had just 134,

Oparanozie was the
game's leading rusher with
14 carmies for 75 yards
and two TDs while Brown
topped Ohio with 24 yards
o1 5ix atternpts.

Swiger caught three
passes for 33 yards for the
Mountaineers and Lathan
had three gmbs for 44 yards
for the Buckeyes.

As always, the OVAC
McDonald’s All-Star Band
put on a strong performance.
Union Local’s Hannah
Smith was the recipient
of the McDonald’s Band
Scholarship at halftime,

Bridgeport's  Brianna
Massey was crowed the
OVAC Queen of Queens
while the rest of the court
included Melissa Magyer
of Stevbenville (first run-
ner-up), Mia Antinone of
Madonna (second runner-
up), Adelaide Estep of
Wheeling Park (third run-
ner-up) and Skylar Page of
Linsly (fourth runner-up),
Massey was also voted Miss
Congeniality,

21—235

Quarmr
Wv—Theo Blactsion 2 nun {Micah
Botes kick), B:05.

Eecond Guarter

OH-Aevt Brown 13 run {Colfon
Wripht back), 806,

Third Quarter

Wy—Chimechl Opraranozie 17 un
{Bofan kuck), D,
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