
Whittington, McElroy 
named as coaches 
for OVAC grid game 
By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Editor 

Just 26 weeks from today, football makes its grand 
return to the Oh10 Valley. 
. The 70th annual Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game 
1s slated for Sunda}'., July 26 at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

OV AC Execut1 ve Secretary Tom Rataiczak and 
Mumley Game _Direct_or Bob Koch formally extended the 
head coachmg m~1tat10ns to Oak Glen's Ian Whittington 
and B~aver Local s Je'.emy McElroy recently. 

Wh1ttmgton ';111 gmde th~ Mountain State squad, while 
'."1cElroy will le'.td Team Oh10 onto the field for the annu­
al summer sporlmg spectacle. 
. M?Elroy didn't graduate from an OVAC school. He's 
an E,tst Palestme graduate, but he's been to the game a 
handlul ol times and understands its meaning to the Ohio 
Valley. 

"(St. Clairsville head coach) Brett McLean and I were 
college roommates (at Mount Union) and the first time I 
attended the game was when he was the head coach " 
McElroy, said. "I've been down to a couple since thdn 
when we ve had players take part in it." 

Each lime that McElroy, who has been the Beaver 
Lo?al _head coach for three season, has attended he's come 
""'.?Y,1!npressed wJth the entire operation. 

Its a_bsolutely first ~lass," McElroy said. "It's a great 
g~fi~,\ fm the kids and 1t s Just a great atmosphere for foot-

Whel) Rataiczak called to extend the offer McElroy 
w~s b_as1cally stunned. The Beavers finished 6-4, but were 
third m the OV AC standmgs, which are utilized to choose 
the coach. 
.. •:r w~sn't expecting the chance at all," McElroy said. 
It s r_eall~ humblmi; to be a part of it because I know 

how big of a ~•me this 1s for everyone in the valley." 
In the rntat10n that the OVAC utilizes, it's Class 4A's 

opportumty to coach the game. 
T_hat mad~ Whittington and the Golden Bears staff the 

obvious ch01ce Sl~ce_Oak Glen is the only Class 4A mem­
be;, on _the,West VIrgrnrn side of the liver. 

I d1dn t _know exactly that it was (Class 4A's) year 
~ut I. knew 11 had to be coming soon," Whittington said'. 
1:h,s 1s Just _a ¥reat honor to have the opportunity to 

coach West_VIrgmrn m this game." 
Unhke his_ Oh10 counte1part, Whittington _ a 2003 

Oak Glen g_1aduate - grew up watching the OVAC 
Game, mak111g yearly trips to Wheeling since was a 
yo~ngster rn Han~o~k Coumy. 

I iemembcr s1ttmg up m the stands as a little kid and 
:,vatchmg this_ game and seeing all the different helmets 
and_ logos Just_ dreammg of being down on that field " 
Wh1ttmgton. sa_1d. "Being around the game, I realize ho;,, 
much pnde 1s mvolved with both states and the kids. w 
hope to represent West Viq;inia the best we can." e 

fhe Golden Bears fmished the season 2-8 as 
Whittington wrapped uphis third season at the helm. 

The coaches _will receive their nominee inf01mation this 
we~1\ at a meetmg and then begin the process of selecting 
their teams, which will begin camp on Sunday, July 19. 

Backfield Ready 
.For W.Va. Team 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

When he started building his roster, Oak Glen's Jan 
Whittington knew he'd have plenty of options at quar­
terback and running back. 

He wasn't kidding. 
. The West _Virginrn head coach annou~ced _his options 
m the backfield that will vye for playmg time durmg 
camp at Bethany College leading up to the 70th annual 
Rudy Mumley OV AC AU-Star Game that's set for Sun­
day, July 26th at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

"We have some very talented guys to compete at 
quarterback and running back," Whittington said. '-'We 
have four talented quarterbacks on the roster, but they're 
also capable of helping on defense." . 

The quarterback battle is expected to be between 
Paden City's Zach Heasley, Weir's William Larch, 
Bishop Donahue's Jesse Padlow and Brooke's Aaron 
Walker. 

Whittin~ton is also high on his running backs, who 
consists ol Clay-Battelle's Jacoby Steele and Universi­
ty's Jace Neville. 

"I love the group of running backs," Whittin~ton said. 
"They're hard-nosed kids, who are talented anu big. We 
have good speed there, too." . 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
ZACH HEASLEY, Paden City - This former 

Wildcat had a pair of big seasons under head coach 
Brent Croasmun. 

The 6-4, 230 pounder passed for 1,561 yards and l O 
touchdowns as a senior. He threw for 1,696 yards and 
19 touchdowns as a junior. 

For his efforts, he was named first-team all-OV AC, 
all-Mason Dixon, special mention all-state and second­
team all-Valley after both of bis last two campaigns. 

Along with football, Heasley was a standout in bas­
ketball and baseball for the Wildcats. 
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Heasley, who plans to attend 
West Virginia Wesleyan to play 
football, is the son of Ron and 
Krissy Heasley. 

WILLIAM LARCH, Weir 
High - This former Red Rider 
had a big season both running 
and throwing the ball for Coach 
Tony Filberto's squad. 

The 6-1, 215 pounder ran for 
I, 116 yards and 13 touchdowns. 
On top of that, he threw for 
I, 7 41 yards and 15 touchdowns. 

The four-year starter was 
named captain of the second­
team all-state squad after last 
season and was named honorable 
mention all-state in 2013. He 

was all-OV AC after both cam­
paigns. 

Undecided about his future 
plans, William is the son of 
Michael and Deborah Larch. 

JACE NEVILLE, University 
- This versatile offensive play­
er saw action in a bevy of spots 
for John Kelley's team. 

The 5-8, 175 pounder lined 
up at slot, running back and was 
a legitimate weapon as a return 
man. 

Jace, who is the son of Jim 
and Kellie Neville, plans to 
attend Shepherd University to 
play football. 

JESSE PADLOW, Bishop 
Donahue - This quarterback 

put forth a simply brilliant career 
for head coach John Durdines 
and the Bishops. 

The 6-2, 160 pounder fin­
ished his career with 6,302 
yards passing and 61 touch­
downs. All told, he accounted 
for 71 touchdowns. He ran for 
692 yards and completed 400 
passes. 

Padlow's antics didn't go 
unnoticed. He was first-team all­
state Class A as both a junior 
and senior along with all-OV AC. 

Along with football, Padlow 
was a standout for the Bishops' 
basketball and baseball teams. 

Jesse, who is the son of Jake 
Padlow, plans on attending West 

Liberty University. 
JACOBY STEELE, Clay­

Battelle - This two-way stand­
out had a huge season for Coach 
Ryan Wilson's squad last fall. 

The 6-0, 220 pounder ran for 
8 I 6 yards and 10 touchdowns as 
a senior. All told, he amassed 
2,418 yards and 35 touchdowns. 
He also served as the CeeBees' 
kicker and defensively he had 65 
tackles and 13 sacks as a senior. 

Steele's season was recog­
nized as first-team all-state, all­
OVAC and all-Mason Dixon. 

Off the football field, Steele is 
the Student Body and Class 
President. He's a member of the 
National Honor Society and 

Boys State. 
Jacoby, who is the son of 

Doug and Beth Steele, plans on 
attending Shepherd University. 

AARON WALKER, Brooke 
- This former Bruin had a big 
season for rookie head coach 
Mac McLean. 

The 6-0, 200 pounder passed 
for 2,500 yards and I 6 touch­
downs. He was also an effective 
runner with 13 touchdowns. 

Walker was named second­
team all-TRAC and honorable 
mention all-state as both a junior 
and senior. 

Aaron, who is the son of Bill 
Walker, plans on attending Way­
nesburg University. 



M_cElroy ·11as plenty of rec·eiver options 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

McElroy has no fewer than 
nine options at wide receiver. 

Lucas Herrington 
(Steubenville), Branden Jones 
(Steubenville), Kalub Mitchell 
(Harrison Central), Hunter 
Westlake (Bellaire) and Dylan 
Wood (Meadowbrook). 

33 yards a catch. He scored six 
touchdowns. He was also a 
special teams standout with a 
25-yard average on kick 
return. 

All-star games usually fea­
ture a lot of passes being 
thrown. 

Ohio head coach Jeremy 
McE!roy has plenty of options 
to catch passes for the 70th 
annual Rudy Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Game, which is set for 
Sunday, July 26 at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

"I think (receiver) is one of 
the real strengths of our team," 
McE!roy said. "We have a Jot 
of guys who cqn make some 
plays and we have a lot of 
speed there, too. I really like 
this group." 

Here's a capsule look at the 
As a defensive back, 

Coleman was slid with five 
interceptions and 11 passes 
broken up. 

players: . 
J.C. COLEMAN, St. 

When camp opens Stlillay 
afternoon at Bethany Coll'!!ge, 

The receivers' group con­
sists of J.C. Coleman (St. 
Clairsville), Jack Fitch 
(Martins Ferry), Malik 
Gummer (St. Clair'illiJille), 
Riley Hayhurst (Camffl'ldge), 

Clairsville -- This former Red 
Devil was a big-play threat for 
Coach Brett McLean's squad. 

The 6-1, 170 pounder 
caught i 2 passes.,l;pr 400 
yards, which is an iffi,rage of 

For his work, he was an all­
Eastern District pick. 

Coleman, who plans to 
attend Ohio University 
Eastern, is the son of Tony and 

See, MCELROY.age 82 
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I;.ori Coleman. 
JACK FITCH, Martins Ferry -0 

This speedster gave Coach Dave 
Bruney's Purple Riders the ability to 
stretch the field. 

The 6-0, 165 pounder caught 22 
passes and scored seven touch­
downs. He was also a standout as a 
punter, averaging 43 yards a kick en 
route to first-team all-Ohio honors. 

Fitch was first-team all-Eastern 
District, all-OVAC, all-Times 
Leader and served as a team captain. 

Along with football, Fitch was a 
four-year standout in track and field. 

Away from athletics, he was a 
member of the National Honor 
Society. 

Jack, who is the son of Dirk and 
Mary Beth Fitch, plans on attending 
Wheeling Jesuit to run track. 

MALIK GUMMER, St. 
Clairsville -- This former Red Devil 
was the· ultimate home-run hitter for 
McLean's squad. 

The 5-10, 160 pounder caught 
32 passes for 775 yars and 13 
touchdowns. He also had a score as 
a kick returner. 

For his efforts, Gummer was 
named third-team all-Ohio, team 
MVP, first-team all-District, all­
OV AC and all Times-Leader. 

Malik, who is the son of Bobbi 
Rice and Courtney Gummer, plans 
on attending Mt. Union to play foot­
ball. 

RILEY HAYHURST, 
Cambridge -- This former Bobcat 
was a go-to-guy in the passing game 
for Ceach Kevin Gunn's squad. 

The 6-0, 165 pounder caught 75 
passes for 610 yard and two touch­
downs during his career. He was 
also in on I 18 tackles and had six 

interceptions. 
Hayhursf was named second­

team all-Ohio, all-OVAC, all­
Eastern District and all-ECOL. 

Along with football, Hayhurst 
was class president and is a member 
of. the Ohio Model of United 
Nations. 

Riley, who plans on attending 
Dennison University, is the son of 
James and Angie Hayhurst. 

LUCAS HERRINGTON, 
Steubenville -- This talented former 
Big Red standout was the premier 
pass catcher for Coach Reno 
Saccoccia's team. 

The 6-1, 170 pounder caught 77 
passes for 1,407 yards and 14 
touchdowns. 

Herrington was named first-team 
all-Eastern District, all-OV AC, all­
Quad County and special mention 
all-Ohio. 

Herrington was also a standout in 
baseball and basketball. 

Lucas, who plans on attending 
Mt. Union, is the son of Rob and 
Lainie Herrington. 

BRANDON JONES, 
Steubenville -- This former Big Red 
tight end was a solid target for 
Saccoccia1s team. 

The 6-2, 195 pounder was solid 
both as a pass catcher and a blocker. 
He was a third-team all-Ohioan. 

Along with football, he was a 
standout in wrestling, winning the 
OV AC 18 2-pound title and qualify­
ing for the state tournament. 

Branden is the son of Brian Jones 
and Angela Jones. 

KALUB MITCHELL, Harrison 
Central -- This former Huskie was a 
big-play threat for Justin Kropka's 
team. 

The 6-0, 170 pounder was solid 
on both sides of the ball en route to 
first-team all-Eastern District, all­
OV AC, all-Buckeye 8 and honor­
able mention all-Ohio. 

Kalub, who is the son of Tonya 
and Wayne Mitchell, is planning to 
attend Ohio University. 

HUNTER WESTLAKE, 
Bellaire -- This former Big Reds' 
standout wore a lot of hats for 
Coach Steve Andres' squad. 

The 6-1, 1 9 5 pounder finished 
his career with 563 yards and nine 
touchdowns rushing. He also had 66 
receptions for 8 60 yards· and eight 
touchdowns. He also handled the 
punting duties with a 32.5 yard 
average. 

As a senior, Westlake earned 
first-team all-Eastern District, all­
OV AC, all-Times Leader, all-Valley 
and special mention all-Ohio. 

Along with football, Westlake 
was a standout in baseball and let­
tered in basketball.· 

Hunter, who is the son of Paul 
and Dawna Westlake, plans on 
attending West Liberty to play base­
ball. 

DYLAN WOOD, Meadowbrook 
-- This former Colt was a standout 
on both sides of the ball for Jesse 
Wells' squad. 

The .5-7, I 60 pounder caught 21 
passes as a wide receiver and 
recorded IO 1 tackle and two inter­
ceptions as a safety. All told, he 
scored seven touchdowns. 

Wood was first-team all-Eastern 
District, all-OV AC and honorable 
mention all-Ohio. 

Dylan, who is the son of Tony 
and Kim Wood, plans on attending 
Mt. Union. 



McElroy sets 
backfield for 
OVAC Game 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

When Jeremy McElroy and his staff 
began formulating their Ohio roster for the 
70th annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Football Game, they sought versatility. 

And with the team in place, the current 
Beaver Local head 'coach believes his team 
has plenty of it. 

"We've gone back-and-forth with some 
positions for some guys because we want to 
utilize their strengths as best we can " 
McElroy said. "We want to put them in sit~­
ations that they're comfortable with," 

The lone quarterback on the Ohio roster is 
St. John Central's 
Chaice Truex. 

Slated to carry 
the ball for the 
Buckeye State are 
Monroe Central' s 
Levi . Brown, 
Shadyside's Eric 
Howell and 
Cambridge '·s 
Maurice Lathun. 

"We've seen 
some of these 

OVAC AIH,tar 
Football 

Who: Ohio vs. W.Va. 
When: Sund~y, July 
26 at? 
Where: Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 
Tickets: Available at 
any Kroger store. 
TV: WTOV-TV 9 
Radio: AM 1600 

guys play and we ~--------
know we have some guys who are good 
backs with a nice combination of speed and 
power," McEJroy said. 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
LEVI BROWN, Monroe Central - This 

former Seminole was the go-to-guy for 
Coach Jay Circosta's team the Just few sea­
sons. 

The 5-5, 155 pounder finished his fine 
career wit11'4,400 total yards and 39 touch­
downs. He ran for 2,900 yards and 33 
scores. He had 600 yards receiving and 900 
yards in returns. 

Brown was a second-team all-Ohio selec­
tion and twice named first-team all-Eastern 
District and all-OV AC. He was named to the 
all-PVC squad three times. 

Along with football, Brown was a stand­
out for the Seminoles' basketball team. 

Levi, who plans on attending Baldwin­
Wallace University, is the son of Steve and 
Richele Brown. 

ERIC HOWELL, Shadyside - This 
Tigers' senior got it done on both sides of 
the ball for Coach Mark Holenka's team. 

Offen'sively, Howell ran for 958 yards 
and 20 touchdowns on 165 carries. As a 
defensive end, he had 42 tackles and eight 
sacks. 

Howell was listed on the all-Ohio, all­
OV AC, all-Eastern District, all-Times 
Leader teams for football. 

Away,° from the field, he was also a stand­
out. in track and field, qualifying for the 
rcgrnnal on multiple occassions. 

On top of his athletic exploits, he was the 
sa!utatorian of his class, carrying a 4.039 
grade point. He was a member of the OV AC 

See, OVAC, PaAe C2 
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Varsity Board, National 
Honor Society, student 
council and JETS. 

Eric, who is the son of 
Larry and Susan Howell, 
plans on attending Mt. 
Union. 

MAURICE LATHUN, 
Cambridge - TI1is talented 
Bobcats' tailback put fo1th 
an impressive final cam­
paign for Coach Kevin 
Gunn's squad last fall. 

The 5-10, 185 pounder 
ran for 1,800 yards and 23 
touchdowns as the Bobcats' 
primary tailback. 

Lathan was honored for 
his season by earning all­
ECOL, all-OVAC, all­
Eastern District and honor­
able mention all-Ohio. 

Maurice, who is the son of 
Nicole McClelland and 
Maurice Lathan Sr., plans on 
attending Ohio State 
University. 

CHAICE TRUEX, St. 
John Central - TI1is former 
Irish made his only season in 
Jose Davis' offense a pro­
ductive one. 

The 6-6, 245 pounder 
threw for 1,500 yards and 
23 touchdowns. He also ran 
for five touchdowns. Prior to 
playing quarterback for the 
Irish, Truex was a reliable 
target at tight end. He caught 
52 balls for 913 yurds and 
1 I touchdowns. 

For his efforts, Truex was 
recognized as all-Eastern 
District, all-OV AC, all­
Times Leader, all-Valley. 

Along with football,' 
Truex was a standout in bas­
ketball, earning all-Ohio 
honors. He scored better 
than 1,000 poinis in his 
career. 

Chaice, who is tl1e son of 
Everette Gray Jr., will play . 

, basketball at Alleghenv 
College. • 
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Whittington's Receiving Core Ready 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

several volunteer efforts. 

Getting the ball in the hands of the 
athletes is the goal of every football 
coach. 

(South), Garrett Cain (Morgantown), 
Brendan Schwendeman (South), Micah 
Swiger (Oak Glen) and Alex Whorton 
(John Marshall). 

"There are some big-time playmakers 
both inside and outside in this group," 
Whittington said. "We have bigger tar­
gets on the outside and guys who are 
good, solid route runners inside. We 
have a lot of speed there, too. It's just a 
good collection of athletes." 

Boot was recognized on the all-state 
honorable mention listing and all TRAC 
squad. 

Trevor, who plans on attending West 
Virginia University, is the son of Grant 
Boot and Melissa Powell. 

Garrett, who is the son of Kevin and 
Lesley Cain, plans on attending Concord 
University. 

BRENDAN SCHWENDEMAN, 
Parkersburg South - This fom1er Patri­
ot did a little bit of everything for Coach 
Eddy's team. 

That's exactly what West Virginia 
head coach Ian Whittington plans on 
doing through the passing game at the 
70th annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All­
Star Football Game, which is scheduled 
for Sunday, July 26 at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 

GARRETT CAIN, Morgantown -
This former Mohigan had a big season 
and career for Coach John Bowers' team. 

The 6-1, 190 pounder had 28 catches 
for 434 yard and five touchdowns. He 
bas also had 12 kick returns for 3 3 9 
yards and a touchdown. 

The 5-10, 170 pounder accounted for 
1,200 all-purpose yards and 15 touch­
downs as a senior. 

With his quarterbacks and running 
backs announced, Whittington named the 
receivers, who will by vying for action 
during camp next week at Bethany Col­
lege. 

Slated to be amongst the targets seek­
ing the playing time are Trevor Boot 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
TREVOR BOOT, Parkersburg South 

- This tight end was a viable target and 
blocker for Coach Mike Eddy's team. 

The 6-3, 210 pounder was a standout 
on both sides of the ball, actually. From 
his defensive end post, he was the Patri­
ots' leading tackler. 

Cain's work was recognized by his 
selection to all-OVAC, all-TRAC and 
special mention all state. He was the 
team's Mr. Offense award winner. 

That followed a junior campaign in 
which he went for more than 1,000 yards 
and IO touchdowns. 

He was named all-TRAC and special 
mention all-state after both his junior and 
senior seasons. 

Along with his work on the field, Cain 
is very active in the community through Please See OV AC, Page 17 
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(Continued from Page 15) The 5-7, 140 pound speedster 
caught 38 passes for 395 yards 
and four touchdowns. He was also 
a threat in the kicking game with 
three return touchdowns and 4 7 5 
yards total. Defensively, he logged 
nearly 40 tackies. 

a standout in track. He won the 
state long jump title as a sopho­
more. 

' 77 tackles and picked off a pass. • l 
Along with athletics, Schwende­

man is a member of the National 
Honor Society and a volunteer 
with Special Olympics. 

Brendan, who plans on attending 
West Vir~inia Wesleyan to play 
football, ts the son of Jason and 
Christie Schwendeman. 

Micah, who is the son of Glenn 
and Sue Swiger, plans on attending 
Pittsburgh Technical Institute. 

For his work on the field, Whor- ' 
ton was named first-team all- ,, 
OV AC, special mention all-state. •• 

Along with football, Whorton 
was a multiple-year letterman in 
both basketball and baseball. He's 
also a member of the National 
Honor Society and the Drug Free 
Club of Amenca. 

ALEX WHORTON, John Mar­
shall - This former Monarch was 
a two-way standout for Coach Rick 
Goodrich's team. MICAH SWIGER, Oak Glen 

- This former Golden Bear was 
the big-play artist for Whitting­
ton's team the last few seasons. 

Swiger's season was recognized 
by his placement on the all-state 
AA team. He also served on the 
Golden Bears' football leadership 
council. 

Along with football, Swiger was 

The 6-1, 170 pounder had 327 
yards receiving and four touch­
downs. Defensively, he was in on 

Alex, who plans on attending 
West Virginia University, is the 
son of Dan and Jeanne Whorton. 
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.seasons. 
The 5-7, 140 pound speedster caught 

38 passes for 395 yards and lour tm1ch­
downs. He was also a threat 111 the ktckmg 
game with three return touchdowns aml 
475 yards total. Defensively. he logged 
nearly 40 tackles. . . 

Swiger's season was rccogrnzcd by his 
placement on the all-state AA \cam. He 
also served on the Golden Bears football 
leadership council. . 

Along with football, Swiger was a 
standout in track. He won the state long 
jump title as a sophomore. 

Micah who is the son of Glenn and Sue 
Swiger, 'plans on attending Pittsburgh 
Technical Institute. 

standout for Coach Rick Goodrich's team . 
The 6-1, 170 pounder had 327 yards 

receiving and rour touchdowns. 
Defensively, he was in on 77 u1ckles and 
picked oil a pass. 

For his work on the field, Whorton was 
named n~t-tcmn a\1-0V /\C, special men­
tion all-state. 

Along with football, Whorton was a 
multiple-year leltcnnan in both basketball 
and baschall. . 

l-lc's also a member of the National 
Honor Society and the Drug Free Club of 
America. 

Alex, who plans on attending West 
Virginia University, is the son of Dan and 
Jeanne Whorton. 

Staskcv call /Jc reached at ALEX WHORTON, John Marshall 
This former Monarch was a two-way s.\'faskey®ti11u•s/eculenmli11e.co111. ------------
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Coach Whittington likes receivers 
• W. Va. coach 
announces all-star 
pass catchers 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Edttor 

Getting the ball in the hands of 
the athletes is the goal of every 
football coach. 

That's exactly what West 
Virginia head conch Ian 
Whittington plans on doing 
through the passing game at the 
70th annual Rudy Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Football Game, 
scheduled for Sunday, July 26 at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

With his quarterbacks and run-
ning backs announced, 

Whittington named the receivers, 
who will by vying for action dur­
ing camp next week at Bethany 
College. 

Slated to be amongst the tar­
gets seeking the playing time are 
Trevor Boot (South), Garrett Cain 
(Morgantown), Brendan 
Schwendeman (South), Micah 
Swiger (Oak Glen) and Alex 
Whorton (John Marshall). 

"There are some big-time play­
makers both inside and outside in 
this group," Whittington said. 
"We have bigger targets on the 
outside and guys who are good, 
solid route runners inside. We 
have a lot of speed there, too. It's 
just a good collection of athletes." 

Here's a capsule look at the 
players: . 

TREVOR BOOT, Parkersburg 

South - This tight end was a 
viable target and blocker for 
Coach Mike Eddy's team. 

The 6-3, 210 pounder was a 
standout on both sides of the ball, 
actually. From his defensive end 
post, he was the Patriots' leading 
tackler. 

Boot was recognized on the 
all-state honorable mention list­
ing and all TRAC squad. 

Trevor, who plans on attending 
West Virginia University, is the 
son of Grant Boot and Melissa 
Powell. 

GARRETT CAIN, 
Morgantown - This former 
Mohigan bad a big season and 
career for Coach John Bowers' 
team. 

The 6-1, 190 pounder had 28 
catches for 434 yard and five 

touchdowns. He has also had 12 
kick returns for 339 yards and a 
touchdown. 

Cain's work was recognized by 
his selection to all-OV AC, all­
TRAC and special mention all 
state. He was the team's Mr. 
Offense award winner. 

Along with h.is work on the 
field, Cain is very active in the 
community through several vol­
unteer efforts. 

Garrett, who is the son of 
Kevin and Lesley Cain, plans on 
attencling Concord University. 

BRENDAN SCHWENDE­
MAN, Parkersburg South -
This former Patriot did a little bit 
of everything for Coach Eddy's 
team. 

The. 5-10, I 70 pounder 
accounted for 1,200 all-purpose 

yards and 15 touchdowns as a 
senior. That followed a junior 
campaign in which he went for 
more than 1,000 yards and I 0 
touchdowns. 

He was named all-TRAC and 
special mention all-state after 
both his junior and senior sea­
sons. 

Along with athletics, 
Schwendeman is a member of the 
National· Honor Society and a 
volunteer with Special Olympics. 

Brendan, who plans on attend­
ing West Virginia Wesleyan to 
play football, is the son of Jason 
and Christie Schwendeman. 

MICAH SWIGER, Oak Glen 
- TI1is former Golden Bear was 
the big-play artist for 
Whittington's team the last few 

See, WHITTINGTON, Page 82 
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hio coach selects linemen 
• Players report to 
camp today 

Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Football Game, went out seeking 
guys who could run and pass 
block. 

the utmost importance for 
McElroy and his staff this week. 

"Keeping guys fresh will be a 
big key," McElroy said. 

Here's a capsule look at the 
players: 

This former Tiger saw time at a 
bevy of spots for Coach Scott 
Heimstra's squad. 

By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

With camp opening today at 
Bethany College, the work 
toward the game and blending the 
players begins. 

Battling for the spots on the 
line are: Cody Beavers (Martins 
Ferry), Seth Bloor (Wellsville), 
Jonathan Bodkin (Martins Ferry), 
Scott Hammond (Shadyside), 
Jake Karovic (Steubenville 
Catholic Central), Austin 
Lawrence (Beaver Local), Darin 
Neff (Meadowbrook), Jacob 
Quinn (Meadowbrook), Jason 
Sims (Beaver Local), Mitchell 
Wells (Barnesville). 

CODY BEAVERS, Martins 
Ferry - This former Purple 
Rider was a two-way standout on 
the line for Coach Dave Bruney's 
squad. 

The 6-1, 260 pounder lined up 
at defensive end and tackle as 
well as offensive guard and tack­
le. He had 30 tackles, 18 for loss 
and five sacks during his senior 
season. They don't always get all of 

the recognition, but Ohio head 
coach Jeremy McE!roy certainly 
knows the value of line play in 
high school football. 

The Beaver Local head coach, 
who will guide the Buckeye State 
during next Sunday's 70th annual 

"We've talked to the guys and 
we hope they come in ready to 
go," McElroy said. "We like our 
linemen. They're big and they're 
athletics. Most of them can move 
really well." 

Finding the balance for offen­
sive and defensive linemen is of 

The 6-2, 230 pounder. lined up 
at guard and defensive end for the 
Riders and earned four letters and 
was named a 'Defensive Block of 
Granite.' 

Beaver, who plans to attend 
Belmont College, is the son of 
Jack and Penny Beavers. 

SETH BLOOR, Wellsville -

Bloor was a first-team all­
OV AC, all-Quad County per­
former. 

Along with football, Bloor was 
a standout in wrestling, winning 

See, LINEMEN, Page C2 
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the OV AC title and fi111sh­
ing at Division II[ slate run­
nernp. 

Seth, who plans to wres­
tle at Wheeling .Jesuit, IS 

the son of Shawn and 
Cassandra B1oor. 

JONATHAN IlODKIN, 
Martins Ferry - This for~ 
mer Purple Rider anchored 
the offensive line at center 
for Bruncy's team. 

The 5- 7, 240 pounder 
also played at defensive 
tackle en route to all­
OV AC and all Buckeye 8 
honors. 

Along with raotball, 
Bodkin was a standout 
wrestler, finishing as 
OV AC runnerup and an all­
Ohioan. 

Jonathan, who plans to 
wrestle at West Liberty, is 
the son of John and Shauna 
Bodkin. 

LUKE CARROLL, 
Indian Creek - This two­
way performer was a three­
year mainstay for Coach 
Andrea Connor's team. 

The 6-1, 205 pounder 
lined up defensive end and 
guard en route to all-district 
and honorable mention all­
statc. 

Along with football, 
Carroll was active in Key 
Club and SADD. 

Luke, who is the son of 
Rick and Luanne Carroll, 
plans on attending Hocking 
College. 

SCOTT HAMMOND, 
Shadyside - This defen­
sive end served as a menace 
to opposing offenses for 
Coach Mark Holenka's 
team. 

The 6-1, 190 pounder 
recorded I 3. 5 sacks and 41 
tackles for the Tigers last 
season en route to Eastern 
District Dcl'cnsivc Player of 
the Year, first-team all­
Ohio, all-OV AC honors. 

Scott, who is the son of 
Kathy and Clyde 
Hammond, plans on attend­
ing 13clmont College. 

,(AKE KAROVIC, 
Steubenville Catholic 
Central - This former 
Crusader was a mainstay at 
guard for Coach Steve 
Daley's team. 

The 6-1, 295 pounder 
lettered three time as a 
Crusader en route lo being 
named a 'Block or 
Granite." 

Karovic was also a 
standout in the classroom. 
He's a member or the 
National Honor Society and 
grndualcd with honors. 

.lake, who plans on 
attending the University or 
Cincinnati, is the son of Ed 
and Heather Karovic. 

AUSTIN LAWRENCE, 
Beaver Local - This for­
mer Beaver standout did it 
on both sides of the line for 
McE!roy's squad. 

The 6-4, 255 pounder 

was named his team's 
offensive lineman of the 
year and all-OVAC. He 
was a second-team Eastern 
District perrormer as well 
as all-Quad County. 

Austin is the son of John 
and Shana Lawrence. 

DARIN NEFF, 
Meadowbrook - This for­
mer Colt was an impressive 
two-way performer for 
Coach Jesse Wells' team. 

The 6-5, 320 pounder 
was named all-Eastern 
Dislrict, all-OV AC and all­
ECOL. 

Along with football, Neff 
was a standout in track and 
field and also a member of 
the Yearbook Club. 

Darin, who plans on 
attending Wheeling Jesuit, 
is the son or .Jeffrey and 
.Julie Neff. 

,JACOB QUINN, 
Meadowbrook - This for­
mer Colt shined at a bevy 
or spots for Wells' team 
during his career. 

During his career, the 6-
4, 205 pounder saw time at 
receiver, tight end, strong 
safety and defensive end . 
He was an all-Eastern 
District performer. 

Along with football, 
Quinn was a standout in 
baseball. 

Away from athletics, 
Quinn was a member or the 
yearbook staff. 

Jacob, who is the son or 

Paul and Tracy Quinn, 
plans on attending Bethany 
College. 

,JASON SIMS, Beaver 
Local - This two-way 
tackle was an impressive 
performer for McElroy's 
Beavers. 

The 6-1, 320 pounder 
lettered four times and was 
named all-OVAC as well as 
all-Qnad County. 

Jason, who is the son of 
Tracy Sullivan, plans on 
attending Aldcrsnn­
llroaddus. 

MITCHELL WELLS, 
Barnesville - This former 
Shamrock anchored the line 
for Coach Malt Johnson's 
S(JUi.ld. 

The 6-2, 270 pounder 
lined up at center during his 
prep career in which he 
started for ail four seasons . 
Defensively, Wells rinishcd 
with 48 tackles, including 
20 solo, four for loss and 
three sacks. 

Wells was named all­
Eastern District and 
received the senior team 
leadership aw..1rd. 

Along with football, 
Wells is active in basket­
ball, baseball and 41-1. 

Mitchell, who plans to 
attend Maric!la College, rs 
the son of" Rich and A.my 
Wells. 

Stas/.;.ev cmt he /'l'ached at 
sstaskcy6)ti111cslcadern11fi11e 
,COJI/, 
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McElroy Unveils Assistants for OV AC Game 
watched the Penn-Ohio game for the Quad West, David Allen, Jeffery Weidger, T.J. Few are experienced 

with Mumley contest 
By SETH STASKEY 

County Coaches and it really excited us for Osbon and Steve Mere.er. • 
this opportunity." ---=~· Here's a capsule look at the coaches 

It's an OP.portunity that many on who submitted their biographical 
the staff w1JJ be experiencing for ~1.-:::;~~,6',, information: 

ing experience. 
McElroy, who owns a degree from 

Mount Union and California, has also 
coached basketball and track during his 
career. 

For The Intelligencer 
With his roster set, Ohio coach Jeremy 

McElroy has announced the coacning staff 
that will join him on the sidelines for the 
70th annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All­
Star Football Game, which 1s set for Sun­
day, July 26 at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

the first time. Only three mem- ~-'- JEREMY McELROY, Head 
bers has had any past involve- ~ Coach - This Beaver mentor 

Jeremy and his wife, Rebecca, have four 
children: Libby, Tucker, John Parker and 
Ava. ment with the OVAC Game, '!1)J&IIA! just completed his third season 

and that all came as players. at the school in 2014 and his 
"We're looking forward to sixth overall as a head coach. 

getting to camp and getting to Along with his tenure at 
know the kids and start working Beaver Local, McElroy has also 

CHARLIE DOLNOSICH, Assistant 
Coach - This Meadville High School 
!;fllduate is preparing for his first venture 
mto the OV AC Game. 

McElroy believes his staff is "chomping 
at the bit' to get to Bethany College on 
July 19 to begin preparation for the game. 

"Our coaches are excitedi" McEJroy 
said. "We have our hands full trying to get 
Beaver Local ready, but we went and 

with them," McE!roy said. "We've coached football at Lisbon, Ketter-
been trying to touch base with the kids ing Fainnont, Piqua and his alma mater, 
to see what they're all about and start East Palestine. He's also made two coach­
building a relationship." ing stops at the collegiate level, working at 

Dolnosich has worked on the Beaver 
Local staff for one year, which is the 
lone season of football coaching experi­
ence he owns. After high school, he went 

• 

Slated to help guide. the Ohio squad are: California University of Pa., and Mount 
Charlie Dolnosich, Rich Shilling, Aaron Union. All told, he has 13 years of coach- Please See OV AC, Page 12 

OVAC----- OV AC All-Star 
Teams Announced (Continued from Page 11) 

to Gannon University. 
Alon~ with football, 

Dolnos1ch has also 
coached basketball in his 
career. 

RICH SHILLING, 
Assistant Coach - Potter 
turned Beaver is the path 
this Ohio assistant coach 
has taken. 

After graduating from 
East Liverpool, Shilling 
headed to Muskingum 
College where he earned 
his degree. 

Along with football, 
Shilling is also a softball 
coach and has previously 
coached wrestling. 

Rich and his wife, Liz, 
reside in East Liverpool. 

AARON WEST, Assis­
tant Coach - The OV AC 
All-Star Game will be a 
brand new adventure for 
this Leetonia High School 
product 

West has four years of 
football coaching experi­
ence and has been on 
McElroy's staff at Beaver 
since his hiring. Prior to 
arriving at Beaver, he 
coached his alina mater. 

Along with football, 
West has experience in 

coaching basketball. 
Aaron and his wife, Ari­

anne, have three children: 
Austin, Noah and Aubre. 

DAVID ALLEN, 
Assistant Coach - This 
East Liverpool High 
School graduate has been 
around the coaching busi­
ness for 1 7 seasons. 

Allen has spent the last 
two of those seasons with 
McElroy at Beaver Local, 
and prior to that coached 
with the Potters. 

Allen was a member of 
the 1990 Ohio All-Star 
Squad after his prep 
career. 

David and his wife, 
Deena have three children 
(Shane, Danielle and 
Payne). 

JEFFERY WEIDGER, 
Assistant Coach - With 
four years of coaching 
experience, McElroy hired 
this assistant coach prior to 
last season. 

Before arriving to the 
Beavers program, Weidger 
had coached four seasons 
at Toronto, which is where 
he went to school. 

Weidger is a graduate of 
the University of Akron. 

By SETH STASKEY · 
For The News-Register 

It's July and in the Ohio Valley 
that means one thing ... we're that 
much closer to start of high school 
football. 

The annual kick-off to the season 
is just three weeks away. The annual 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Foot­
ball Game is slated for July 26th at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

The players from Ohio and West 
Virginia report to camp at Bethany 
College on July 19th to begin prepa­
rat10ns for the game, which is cele­
brating its 70th anniversary. 

The rosters for the ~ame are set 
and outside of a few mmor changes 
have remained in tact from the origi­
nal lists that head coaches Jeremy 
McElroy (Ohio) and Ian _Whittington 
(West VIrgm1a) submitted in the 
spring. 

"(Choosing the team) was more 
challenging than I thought It would 
be," McElroy said. "There arc so 
many good kids and good programs, 
but only so many roster spots and 
you have to get the best fit for your 
team. It's a tough thing." 

The Buckeye State squad repre­
sents 18 schools and half of those 
have multiple representatives. Mar­
tms Ferry leads the way for Ohio 
with the maximum of four represen-

tatives. McElroy selected three of his 
own players from Beaver Local. 

"We looked at and went through a 
l?t of film and got a lot of informa­
tion from coaches on different kids " 
McElroy said. "Some of the kids 
we've faced and knew about but 
obviously there are a lot of ~ther 
kids where you really have to get as 
much information as you can." 
. On the West Virginia side, Whit­

tmgton compared the entire process 
of choosing the team to "a fantasy 
draft." 

"It was a fun thing. but it did get 
crazy and nerve-wracking at times " 
Whittington admitted. "It's mudh 
tougher than I thought or most peo­
ple would think. You'd like to take 
all of the kids, but you just can't." 

U~like his Ohio counterpart, 
Wh1tlrngton and the West Virginia 
staff have dealt with more roster 
turnover. 

"You fill the roster, and it's finally 
done, but then a couple of weeks 
later you get a call that sci and so 
isn't ]Jla~~g, it's tough," Whitting­
ton swd. We ;ust had lo move on to 
the next kid and get the next best 
available player. We looked at a Jot 
of gu~s on film and really paid close 
attent10n to the coaches' ratings as 

See, OV AC, Page B4 
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well as seeing who would fit our an, Errik Snell, Cambridge; Ethan 
scheme." Shannon, Edison; Kalub Mitchell, 

West Virginia's roster represents Harrison Central; Luke Carroll, Zach 
I 7 schools and 10 of those have mu!, Connor, Indian Creek; Cody Beavers, 
tiplc representatives. Parkersburg Jon Bodkin, Bruce Burger, Jack 
South has four players in the game. Fitch, Martins Ferry; Darin Neff 
John Marsh_all, Linsly, Wheeling· Jacob Quinn, Dylan Wood, Meadow: 
Park and Werr all have three. brook; Levi Brown, Monroe Central· 

Whittington chose two of his own Colton Wright, River; Scott Ham: 
Golden Bear players to join him in mond, Eric Howell, Shadyside; J.C. 
the game. . • Coleman, Malik Gummer, St. 

The complete rosters are as fbl- Clairsville; Chaice Truex, St. John; 
lows: Jake Karovic, Stone Romano, 

Ohio Steubenville Central; Lucas Herring-
Mitchell Wells, Barnesville; Chase ton, Branden Jones, Steubenville; 
Hilliard, Austirr Lawrence, Jason Seth Bloor, Wellsville. 
Sims, Beaver Local; Hunter West- West Virginia 
lake, Bellaire; Dillon Pointer, Buck- Josh Miller, Jesse Padlow, Bishop 
eye Trail; Riley Hayhurst, Moe Lath- Donahue; Cody Rine, Aaron Walker, 

Brooke; Derek Martin, Cameron; 
Colby Shriver, Jacoby Steele, Clay­
Battelle; Scott Kubancik, Chase Pad­
low, Alex Whorton, John Marshall; 
Chukwudi Chuckwu, Zak Kriech­
baum, Chimechi Oparanozie, Linsly; 
Austin Connell, Madonna; Dylan 
Anderson, Garrett Cain, Morgan­
town; Noah Mills, Micah Swiger, 
Oak Glen; Zuch Heasley, Paden City; 
Micah Boles, Trevor Boot, Dune 
Mills, Brendan Schwendeman, Park­
ersburg South; Nick Anderson, Tyler; 
Jace Neville, University; Peyton 
Palmer, Valley; Zahir Hicks, William 
Larch, Jo Jo Rice, Weir; Peter 
Hartzell, Wheeling Central; Theo 
Blackston, Henry Gompers, Elliott 
O'Brien, Wheeling Park. 
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.Va. Announces OVAC Classic Coaching Staff 
By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

Wheeling Island Stadium. Michael Demster, Chris Hill, Tim on the Oak Glen wrestling staff. 

When Ian Whittington was approached 
about taking the West Virginia squad in 
the 70th annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All­
Star Football Game, selling his coaching 
staff wasn't a tough job. 

"It's a great opportunity to get ..-=,.-,..- Ickes and Nathan Parry. 
to coach your own kids, but Here's a capsule look at 
being able to coach great ,..---.: the coaches: 
players at all positions is IAN WHITTINGTON, 
special," Whittmgton said. Head Coach - This for-
"lt' s just exciting when mer Golden Bear standout 

The West Liberty ~raduate has also 
coached track during his relatively young 
career. 

Ian is engaged to Amber Littler and has 
one daughter, Kayleigh. 

TED ARNEAULT, Assistant Coach -
This first-year assistant will be joining the 
Golden Bears staff for the first time when 
the season gets under way next month. 

The Oak Glen staff simply looked at it 
as an opportunity to work with "the best 
the Ohio Valley has to offer:• 

you think that some of has been at the helm for 
these kids are going to be .l"/~f;';/1 three seasons and has six 

And from there, it jumped at the oppor­
tunity. 

going on to play at the col- years of total coaching 
lege level and you get a experience. 
chance to work with them Through his career, 

A graduate of Forest Hills Central High 
School in Grand Rapids, Mich., Arneault 
has nine years of coaching experience with Now, the staff has the roster in place 

and is preparing to get to Bethany College 
on July 19 to begin camp for the game, 
which will be contested a week later ,at 

for a week." hittington has put together 
Whittington will be joined on ---'-'=,.. a 29-29 record. 

OYAC 
(Continned from Page 13) 
;tops at Brooke, Weir, 
Madonna and Robert Mor­
ris University. 

The owner of a degree 
from the University of 
Michigan and a Master's 
from Franciscan, Arneault 
was named 2015 Oak Glen 
reacher of the Year. 

Ted played both football 
and rugby in his prep days. 

JOHNNY BONAR, 
Assistant Coach . - This 
current Bishop Donahue 
assistant will jom Whitting­
ton's staff for the OV AC 
Game. , 

Bonar was a standout 
player at John Mar~hall and 
went on to play at West 
Liberty where M played 
wide receiver. 

Bonar has heen a coach 
for five years, all of which 
have been spent :,vith the 
Bishops. , 

Johnny and his wife, 
Katrina, have two !children, 
a son, Jackson ( 6), and a 
daughter, Kennedy! (3). 

FRANK CRAIN, Assis­
tant Coach - Thls former 
OV AC Class 3A coach of 
the year has s~nt four 
years with the Golden 
Bears football st . 

Crain attended I ak Glen 
and then went on lo gradu­
ate with a degree /from the 
University of So~th Flori-
da. • 

Along with football, 
Crain has also coached 
wrestling. Both are sports 
played during his prep 
career. 

Frank and his :,vife, Con­
stance, have three ,children, 
Devon Chadwick, James 
Crain and Zach Spjinger. 

MICHAEL 
DEMSTER, Assistant 
Coach - This veteran 
coach has IO years of expe­
rience, but just one as a 
member of the Oak Glen 
staff. 

Prior to joining Whitting­
ton with the Golden Bears, 
Demster coached for nine 
seasons in North Carolina. 
He also served as a track 
coach and was named 

the West Virginia sideline by Ted Along with his football 
Arneault, Johnny Bonar, Frank Crain, responsibilities, Whittington also serves 

( Please see OV AC, 

Rocky River Conference 
Track Coach of the Year. 

Demster, who attended 
Fairless High School and 
Mount Union, owns a mas­
ter's degree from Wingate 
University. Demster played 
football for the Purple 
Raiders. 

Michael and his wife, 
Stephanie, have one daugh­
ter, Delaney. 

CHRIS HILL, Assistant 
Coach - This former Weir 
High standout has been a 
football coach for nine sea­
sons, including the last 
three with Whittington at 
Oak Glen. 

Prior to that, he's worked 
at Weir High and Brooke. 
He still coaches track and 
swimming at Brooke. 

After his high school 
graduation, Hill earned a 
degree from Fairmont State 
and a master's at Wheeling 
Jesuit. 

~ill and his wife, Nico­
lette, reside in Follansbee. 

TIM ICKES, Assistant 
Coach - This current 
Wheeling Park assistant 
owns five years of experi­
ence, including four with 
the Patriots. 

Ickes' other season of 
foQtball coaching came at 
West Liberty University. 

.(\long with football, 
Ickes currently coaches ten­
nis. 

Ickes is a graduate of 
Northwestern High School 
in Salem, Ohio. He earned 
his degree at West Liberty. 

Tim and his wife, Mia, 
reside in Martins Ferry. 

NATHAN PARRY, 
Assistant Coach - This 
relatively new coach has 
just two years of experi­
ence, including a season at 
Oak Glen. He spent last 
season at his alma mater, 
McGuffey, Pa. 

Along with football, 
Parry currently coaches 
basketball and baseball. 

After high school, Parry 
headed to West Liberty 
where he played football. 
He attended Pitt for gradu­
ate school. 
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WV announces OVAC coaching staff 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

When Ian Whittington was 
approached about taking the West 
Virginia squad in the 70th annual 
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Football Game, selling his coaching 
staff wasn't a tough job. 

The Oak Glen staff simply looked 
at it as an opportunity to work with 
"the best the Ohio Valley has to 
offer." 

And from there, it jumped at the 
opportunity. 

Now, the staff has the roster in 
• place and is now preparing to get to 
Bethany College on July I 9 to begin 
camp for the game, which will be 
contested a week later at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

"It's a great opportunity to get to 
coach your own kids, but being able 
to coach great players at all positions 
is special," Whittington said. "It's 
just exciting when you think that 
some of these kids are going to be 
going on to play at the college level 
and you get a chance to work with 
them for a week." 

Whittington will be joined on the 
West Virginia sideline by Ted 
Arneault, Johnny Bonar, Frank Crain, 
Michael Demster, Chris Hill, Tim 
Ickes and Nathan Parry. 

Herc's a capsule look at the coach­
es: 

OVAC All-Star Football 
Who: Ohio vs. W.Va. 
When: Sunday, July 26 
Where: Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 
Tickets: Available at any Kroger 
store. 
TV: WTOV-TV 9 

IAN WHITTINGTON, Head 
Coach - This former Golden Bear 
standout has been at the helm for 
three seasons and has six years of 
total coaching experience. 

Through his career, Whittington 
has put together a 29-29 career 
record. 

Along with his football responsibil­
ities, Whittington also serves on the 
Oak Glen wrestling staff. 

The West Liberty graduate has also 
coached track during his relatively 
young career. 

Ian is engaged to Amber Littler and 
has one daughter, Kayleigh. 

TED ARNEAULT, Assistant 
Coach - This first-year assistant 
will be joining the Golden Bears' 
staff for the first time when the sea­
son gets underway next month. 

A graduate of Forest Hills Central 
High School in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
Arneault has nine years of coaching 
experience with stops at Brooke, 
Weir, Madonna and Robert Morris 
University. 

The owner of a degree from the 

University of Michigan and a 
Master's from Franciscan, Arneault 
was named 2015 Oak Glen Teacher 
of the Year. 

Ted played both football and rugby 
in his prep days. 

JOHNNY BONAR, Assistant 
Coach - This current Bishop 
Donahue assistant will join 
Whittington's staff for the OVAC 
Game. 

Bonar was a standout player at 
John Marshall and went on to play at 
West Liberty where he played wide 
receiver. 

Bonar has been a coach for five 
years, all of which have been spent 
with the Bishops. 

Johnny nnd his wife Katrina have 
two children, a son, Jackson (6) and a 
daughter, Kennedy (3). 

FRANK CRAIN, Assistant Coach 
- This former OV AC Class 3A 
coach of the year has spent four years 
with the Golden Bear's football staff. 

Crain attended Oak Glen and then 
went on to graduate with a degree 
from the University of South Florida. 

Along with football, Crain has also 
coached wrestling. Both are sports 
played during his prep career. 

Frank and his wife Constance have 
three children, Devon Chadwick, 
James Crain and Zach Springer. 

MICHAEL DEMSTER, Assistant 
Coach - This veteran coach has I 0 
years of experience, but just one as a 

See, OVAC, Page 82 
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member of the Oak Glen 
staff. 

Prior to Joining 
Whittington with the 
Golden Bears, Demster 
coached for nine seasons 
in North Carolina. He also 
served as a track coach 
and was named Rocky 
River Conference Track 
Coach of the Year. 

Demster, who attended 
Fairless High School and 
Mount Union, owns a 
master's degree from 

• Wingate University. 
Demstcr played football 
for the Purple Raiders. 

Michael and his wife, 

Stephanie have one daugh­
ter (Delaney). 

CHRIS HILL, 
Assistant Coach - This 
former Weir High stand­
out has been a football 
coach for nine seasons, 
including the last three 
with Whittington at Oak 
Glen. 

Prior to that, he's 
worked at Weir High and 
Brooke. He still coaches 
track and swimming at 
Brooke. 

After his high school 
graduation, Hill earned a 
degree from Fairmont 
State and a master's at 

Wheeling Jesuit. 
Hill and his wife 

Nicolette reside in 
Follansbee. 

TIM ICKES, Assistant 
Coach - This current 
Wheeling Park assistant 
owns five years of experi­
ence, including four with 
the Patriots. 

Ickes other season of 
football coaching came at 
West Liberty University. 

Along with football, 
Ickes currently coaches 
tennis. 

Ickes is a graduate of 
Northwestern High School 
in Salem, Oh. He earned 

his degree at West Liberty. 
Tim and his wife, Mia, 

reside in Martins Ferry. 
NATHAN PARRY, 

Assistant Coach - This 
relatively new coach has 
just two years of experi­
ence, including a season at 
Oak Gl~n. He spent last 
season ~t his alma mater, 
McGuffey, Pa. 

Along with football, 
Parry currently coaches 
basketball and baseball. 

After high school, Parry 
headed to West Liberty 
where he played football. 
He attended the Pitt for 
graduate school. 
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VAC All-Star Football game nearly here 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

It's July and in the Ohio Valley 
that means one thing ... we're that 
much closer to start of high 
school football. 

The annual kick-off to the sea­
son is just three weeks away. The 
annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All­
Star Football Game is slated for 
July 26th at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 

The players from Ohio and 
West Virginia report to camp at 
Bethany College on July 19th to 
begin preparations for the game, 
which is celebrating its 70th 
anniversary. 

The rosters for the game are set 
and outside of a few minor 

changes have remainea in tact 
from the original lists that head 
coaches Jeremy McEJroy (Ohio) 
and Ian Whittington (West 
Virginia) submitted in the spring. 

"(Choosing the team) was 
more challenging than I thought it 
would be," McElroy said. "There 
are so many good kids and good 
programs, but only so many ros­
ter spots and you have to get the 
best fit for your team. It's a tough 
thing." 

The Buckeye State squad rep­
resents 18 schools and half of 
those have multiple representa­
tives. Martins Ferry leads the way 
for Ohio with the maximum of 
four representatives. McElroy 
selected three of his own players 
from Beaver Local. 

"We looked at and went 

OVAC All-Star Football 
Who: Ohio vs. W.Va. 
When: Sunday, July 26 
Where: Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 
Tickets: Available at any 
Kroger store. 
TV: WTOV-TV 9 

"It was a fun thing, but it did scheme." get crazy and nerve-wracking at West Virginia's roster rcpre­times," Whittington admitted. sents 17 schools and IO of those "It's much tougher than I thought have multiple representatives. or most people would think. Parkersburg South has four play­You'd like to take all of the kids, ers in the game. John Marshall, but you just can't." Linsly, Wheeling Park and Weir Unlike his Ohio counterpart, all have three. Whittington and the West Whittington chose two of his Virginia staff have dealt with own Golden Bear players to join through a lot of film and got a lot more roster turnover. him in the game. of information from coaches on "You fill the roster, and it's The complete rosters are as fol-different kids," McElroy said. finally done, but then a couple of lows: "Some of the kids we've faced weeks later you get a call that so OHIO . and knew about, but obviously and so isn't playing, it's tough," . Mitchell Wells, Barnesville; there are a lot of other kids where Whittington said. "We just had to Chase Hilliard, Austin Lawrence, you really have to get as much move on to the next kid and get Jason Sims, Beaver Local; Hunter infonnation as you can." the next best available player. We Westlake, Bellaire;. Dillon On the West Virginia side, looked at a lot of guys on film Pointer, Buckeye Trail; Riley Whittington compared the entire • and really paid close attention to Hayhurst, Moe Lathan, Ernk process of choosing the team to the coaches' ratings as well as "a fantasy draft." seeing who would fit our Seo, OVAC, Page C4 
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career. 

continued from Page C1 
Snell, Cambridge; Ethan 
Shannon, Edison; Kalub 
Mitchell, Harrison Central: 

Steubenville Central; Lucas 
Herrington, Branden Jones, 
Steubenville; Seth Bloor, 
Wellsville. 

Anderson, Garrett Cain, 
Morgantown; Noah Mills, 
Micah Swiger, Oak Glen; 
Zach Heasley, Paden City; 
Micah Boles, Trevor Boot, 
Dane Mills, Brendan 
Schwendeman, Parkersburg 
South; Nick Anderson, 
Tyler; Jacc Neville, 
University; Peyton Palmer, 
Valley; Zahir Hicks, 
William Larch, Jo Jo Rice, 
Weir; Peter Hartzell, 
Wheeling Central; Theo 
Blackston, Hemy Gompers, 
Elliott O'Brien, Wheeling 
Park. 

AARON ,H,./tT. 

Aaron and his wire, 
1\riannc, have three chil­
dren (Austin, Noah and 
,\ubrc), 

David and his wife, 
Deena have three children 
(Shane, Danielle and 
Payne). 

Luke Carroll, Zach Connor, 
Indian Creek; Cody 
Beavers, Jon Bodkin, Bruce 
Burger, Jack Fitch, Martins 
Ferry; Darin Neff, Jacob 
Quinn, Dylan Wood, 
Meadowbrook; Levi 
Brown, Monroe Central; 
Colton Wright, River; Scott 
Hammond, Eric Howell, 
Shadyside; J.C. Coleman, 
Malik Gummer, St. 
Clairsville; Chaice Truex, 
St. John; Jake Karovic, 
Stone Romano, 

INSIDE 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Josh Miller, Jesse 

Padlow, Bishop Donahue; 
Cody Rine, Aaron Walker, 
Brooke; Derck Martin, 
Cameron: Colby Shriver, 
Jacoby Steele, Clay­
Battclle; Scott Kubancik, 
Chase Pad low, Alex 
Whorton, John Marshall; 
Chukwudi Chuckwu, Zak 
Kriechbaum, Chimechi 
Oparanozie, Linsly; Austin 
Connell, Madonna; Dylan 

AssitHant Co;1tii rlh'. 
OV /\C All Sidi t ;;Hilt,' \VII/ 
be ;_i hrand w_'\V ;1dvt·11itfn• 
for !his L,'t'/oni;i lii~•.h 
School pnH!fn'1 

\Vcsf '1;1:; ronr v1·ttr'> of 
foot hall co;1rl.t11" p,:;1 i • 
cncc :JJI(! hw: IH'('!l 011 
McElroy'\ sla_! r ;,i P,•;ivcr 
since his !11riw- 1''•. id\' !q 
arrivine ,11 n,, :.·,-'; Ji,, 
cnuchclifr, aln1: ni ,!iT. 

/\lone, witi1 f(p1,•1;1I!. 
West has c.i.p( ric111'r· in 
Ci. .. Wcl1ing ha.~f-t'ih,dl 

DAVID ALLEN, 
/\sslslanf Coach - This 
East Lfvcrpool High 
:kllool gr:.iduatc has been 
mound the coaching busi­
ness for I 7 seasons. 

/\lien has spent the last 
two of those seasons with 
Md..lroy at Beaver Local 
,,nd prior lo that he 
coachl'.d with the Potters. 

Allen was a member of 
Ille 19')0 Ohio All-Star 
Squad after his prep 

JEFFERY WEIDGER, 
Assistant Coach - With 
four years of coaching 
experience, McElroy hired 
lhis assistant coach prior to 
last season. 

Before arriving to the 
Ben vers' program, 
Wcidgcr had coached four 
seasons <It Toronto, which 
is where he went. to school. 

Wcicfgcr is a graduate of 
the University of i\kron. 
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McElroy announces OVAC coaching .staff By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

With his roster set, Ohio head 
coach Jeremy McElroy has 
announced the coaching staff that 
will join him on the sidelines for 
the 70th annual Rudy Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Football Game, 
which is set for Sunday, July 26 
at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

McElroy believes his staff is 
"chomping at the bit" to get to 
Bethany College on July 19th to 
begin preparations for the game. 

"Our coaches arc excited," 
McElroy said. "We have our 
hands full trying to get Beaver 
Local ready, but we went and 
watched the Penn-Ohio game for 

the Quad County Coaches and it 
really excited us for this opportu­
nity." 

It's an opportunity that many 
on the staff will be experiencing 
for the first time. Only three 
members of the staff has had any 
past involvement with the OV AC 
Game and that all came as play­
ers. 

"We're looking fonvard to get­
ting to camp and getting to know 
the kids and start working with 
them," McElroy said. "We've 
been trying lo touch base with the 
kids to see what they're all about 
and start building a relationship." 

Slated to help guide the Ohio 
squad are: Charlie Dolnosich, 
Rich Shilling, Aaron West, David 
Allen, Jeffery Weidger, T.J. 

OVAC All-Star Football 
Who: Ohio vs. W.Va. 
When: Sunday, July 26 
Where: Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 
Tickets: Available at any 
Kroger store. 
TV: WTOV-TV 9 

Osbon and Steve Mercer. 
Herc's a capsule look at the 

coaches who submitted their 
biographical information: 

JEREMY McELROY, Head 
Coach - This Beaver mentor 
just completed his third season at 
the school in 2014 and his sixth 
overall as a head coach. 

Along with his tenure at 
Beaver Local, McElroy has also 

coached football at Lisbon, 
Kettering Fairmont, Piqua and his 
alma mater, East Palestine. He's 
also made two coaching stops at 
the collegiate level, working at 
California University of Pa. and 
Mount Union. All told, he has 13 
years of coaching experience. 

McE!roy, who owns a degree 
from Mount Union and 
California, has also coached bas­
ket ball and track during his 
career. 

Jeremy and his wife, Rebecca 
have four children (Libby, 
Tucker, John Parker and Ava). 

CHARLIE DOLNOSICH, 
assistant coach - This Meadville 
High School graduate is prepar­
ing for his first venture into the 
OVACGame. 

Dolnosich has worked on the 
Beaver Local staff for one year, 
which is the Ione season of foot­
ball coaching experience he 
owns. After high school, he went 
to Gannon U nivcrsity. 

Along with football, Dolnosich 
has also coached basketball in his 
career. 

RICH SHILLING, Assistant 
Coach - Poller turned Beaver is 
the path this Ohio assistant coach 
has taken. 

After graduating from East 
Liverpool. Shilling headed to 
Muskingum College where he 
earned his degree. 

Along with football, Shilling is 
also a softball coach and has pre­
viously coached wreslling. 

See, OVAC, Page 82 
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THE TIMES LEADER - Sunday, April 12, 2015- B2 OVAC grid officials academy slated for Ferry By RICK THORP 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

MARTINS FERRY - Officiating high 
school football isn ·1 a glamorous profes­
sion, but the men and women who wear 
the stripes are ns much a part of the game 
as the forward the pass. 

These days, untortunately, the number 
of folks willing to tackle the task of polic­
ing the game is dwindling. 

The OVAC is continuing its quest to 
::hange that. 

For the second straight year, the bi-state 
::onference is conducting: an officiating 
1cademy aimed .it bringing ,~cw blood into 
he ranks. 

"It's a way to keep active." surd Dave 
:!utter, OVAC FootbalI Commissioner 
md head of the academy. "You meet a lot 
>f great people. Ycu h1ve that sense of 
eamm\vork and u common mission. 

"You'll make new friends you'll have 
he rest of you 're life.'· 

And, most importantly, give new life to 
in officiating roster .seeking reinforce­
nents. 

The academy begins Wednesday, May 

"IT'S A way to keep active. You 
meet a lot of great people. You 
have that sense of teamwork and a 
common mission. 11 

- Dave Clutter 
OVAC FootbtJ./1 Commissioner 

20 and will continue each Wednesday 
through July 22. Each session will take 
place from 6-8:30 p.m. at Martins Ferry 
High School. There is no charge. 

Classroom sessions will focus on rules 
and professional deveiopment. On-field 
lessons will also take place where students 
will have opportunities to work on 
mechanrcs and techniques. 

All successful candidates will be eligi­
ble to officiate football this fall. 

While last year's academy only graduat­
ed five, Clutter stressed it was a quality 
five. 

"The thing we were most impressed 
with was those were five top-quality peo­
ple," he said. "We would have liked to 
have had more (come out). but the ones we 
had are going to be top-notch guys." 

Clutter said tbe roster of officials, espe­
cially in the Wheeling and Weirton areas, 
is aging quickly. 

"The median age is about 50 and it 
isn't getting any younger'' he explained. 
"I expect we're going to lose a few more 
to retirement soon. Last year, we lost an 
entire crew and a referee. 

The next few years, Clutter expects to 
lose two or three more crews. 

"It's tough to replace those folks and 
we need to build up the pool, so to speak, 
so that when the time comes \VC have peo­
ple ready to step in" he said, noting offi­
cials also earn more than minimum wage 
for their part-time work. 

Clutter estimated there are about I 00 
officials combined in the Wheeling and 
Weirton officiating boards. The OVAC 
also utilizes officials from boards in 
Parkersburg, Morgantown. Zanesville, 
Columbus and Tuscarawas County. 

"There are 42 crews applied to work in 
the OV AC," Clutter said. 

In fact, Clutter has already started 
assigning crews for this season. 

"We start schedulmg in January," he 
said, noting OV AC schools are required to 

submit their schedules to the OVAC by 
February L 

"We take what schedules we can get. 
either through the OHSAA website or 
some other place and we start piecing 
together the games we know.'' 

Many of the veteran officials who will 
be taking the field for the 20 I 5 campaign 
will be part of the OV AC academy. 

"We thought the format and the content 
we used last year was spot on," Clutter 
said. "We meet the requirements of both 
Ohio and West Virginia." 

Recently, more and more femnles have 
joined the officiating family. In fact, the 
National Football League announced lust 
week Sarah Thomas will become the 
league's first female official this season. 

Clutter said the Weirton board has a 
female official, though she chooses to 
work in the lower levels. However, he's 
encountered many qualified female offi­
cials throughout the years in the prep and 
college ranks and encourages women to 
attend the academy, too. 

For more information or to register for 
the academy, contact Clutter at (304) 280-
6670 or dlclutter@frontier.com 



70TH ANNUAL OVAC RUDY MUMLEY ALL-STAR GAME_ 

•Fitch's OVAC Experience 
Has Been Beneficial 

Ferry standout 
set to lead 
Ohio All-Stars 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer . 

BETHANY - Martins 
Ferry's Jack Fitch has 
become a point of reference 
for many in OV AC All-Star 
Game camp this week at 
Bethany College 

Actually, outi;ide of game 
director Bob Koch and other 
OV AC officials, there's prob­
ably no better person for the 
players - and coaches - to 
turn to with their questions. 

You see, Fitch tS a veteran 
of all-star camp: 
. "I've had one 10-year 
reunion already, and I think 
I'm on six or so for my other 
time," Fitch said. , ~. 

Actually, he's' just: three 
years removed from his Inst 
all-star camp, but after so 
many times they start to run 
together. 
· Fitch has become a veteran 

of OV AC camps through his 
father, Dirk,·The' Martins 
Ferry Superintendent has 
been on the coaching staff for 

(Please see FITCH, 
Page 10) 

Kriechbaum 
Not Rooting 
For Ohio 
This Outing 

ByKIMNORTH 
For The Intelligencer 

BETHANY Zac 
Kriechbaum is one of those 
rare players who resides in 
one state, but attended high 
school in another. The Linsly 
graduate calls Barnesville 
home. 

So, does he have mixed 
emotions about playing in the 
70th annual Rudy Mumley 
Ohio Valley Athletic Confer­
ence All-Star Football Game 
on Sunday night at Wheeling 
Island Stadiu111? 

"I &rew up cheerinjl for 
Ohio m every game. I d sit 
on the Ohio side because I 
always thought I would go to 

(Please see KRIECHBAUM, 
Page 10) 

Photo by Seth Staskey 

Martins Ferry's Jack Fitch Is preparing for his third venture Into the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star 

Football Game. He was a manager for Team Ohio In 2003 and 2011. He's pictured with his father, 

Dirk, who played In the game in 1979 and has coached in the game multiple times, too. 

_,_ .. __ ---- --•-··- ______ .I< - -------· -~-- --- ---------· 

St. John's Truex in··Amazing Position 
By KYLE LUTZ 

Staff Writer 
BETHANY - St. John's Choice Truex is 

in an amazing position right now. 

the challenge as he has the talent all around 
him. 

"We have a big group up front," Truex 
said. "When they call my name to throw the 
pass, !'in just going to throw to the receivers 
and the athletes and make them make plays." He is one of the quarterbacks for the Ohio 

team in the 70th annual OV AC Rudy Mum­
ley All-Star Game that will kick off nt-7:15 
p.m. Sunday night. Before camp started, he • 
began working on his form again to get ready 
for the big game in which he wil represent his 
high school one more time when the teams 
take the field at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

The 6-foot-6 signal caller may have a slight 
advantage over his Ohio teammates. While 
some Ohio All-Stars were able to play against 

TRUEX a few West Virginia teams in years past, 
Truex was a member of one for his first three 

years in high school. Truex saw time at wideout when 
he was at Bishop Donahue. "For the Inst week and a half, I've been going to 

work out with Jose Davis," Truex said offos high 
school coach. ''Throwing some balls, throwing some 
routes to St. John's receivers and getting ready." 

Being the quarterback is no easy task, especially 
for an all-star game. That person is in ·the position. 
that everyone keeps their eye on. Truex is ready for 

"It's a big nv~," Truex said about the game. 
"Some guys are whispering to me this and that. But, 
it will.be proven on game cfay." . 

SHAWN 
RINE 

Sports 
Ed~or 

(Please see TRUEX, 
Page JO) 

Ready or Not, Here Comes Football. 
WHEELING - There are scents and will unofficially begin just a stone's throw 

sometimes noises that immediately take us away. 
back to somewhere we have already been. The 70th edition of the OV AC Rudy 
The mere smell or sound of a particular thing • Mumley All-Star Football Game kicks off at 
triggers a part ofour brain and lets us know 7: 15 that ni,dlt, bringing to11ether friends, 
something familiar is imminent. family and foes from each side of the Ohio 

Personally, that begins this weekend. River. The smell of sweat that ouly hard 
The smell of homemade sausage and the work on a football field can produce, and the 

sound of music on the riverfront will sound of Dave Flatley's voice booming 
emanate from the Upper Ohio Valley Italian 
Festival. That means that Sunday, as the /Please see RINE,. 
annual gathering wraps up, football season Page 10) 



FITCH 
(Continued from Page 9) 

the game many times and twice (2003 and 
201 I) took llis son with him to serve as a 
manager for Team Ohio. 

"Being here now three times makes it a 
lot easier," the younger Pitch said. "I've 
been through the practices· and know how 
things go, so it's definitely been easier in 
that regard.'' 

Fitch, who is headed to Whccltng .Jesuit 
University to run track, learned from his 
past ventures that there has to be a balanc­
mg- act of making ,<.;urc tile work gets done 
and the experience remains positive in 
tenns of making new friendships and soak­
ing up everything the game has to offer. 

"You need to make sure you get your 
rest and spend your own time preparing, 
but you also have to have fun every once in 
a while," Pitch said. 

Many of his·Ohio teammates didn't real­
ize Fitch's connections to the game until 
this week. 

"A few asked me if I knew anything 
about this, and I was like, 'ycal1, I've done 
this two times,' " Fitch .said. "They looked 
at me like, 'What?' So, I explained that ['d 
been a manager twice and really know how 
all of this stuff works." 

While many of the Ohio players have 
had to adjust to the amount ot conditioning 
done this week, once again, Fitch knew 
what was ahead. 

"lt all comes do\Vll to conditioning 
because with just a week, you don't h;wc 
time to put in a bunch of plays and stuff," 
Fitch said. "You have to do a couple of 

TRUEX 

plays and JUSt work from that." 
Before he left for camp, Dirk drove 

home a point with his son. 
"He said make sure you put yourself in 

(lo the dnlls and practices) because you 
only have a lnnitcd time," Pitch said, "Ile 
prepared for all practices, figure things out 
quickly becnusc the quicker you figure 
things out, the better chance you'll have to 
be good .:it it." 

Obviously, the Purple Riders staff tlrnt 
Fitch served as a manager under isn't guid­
ing the Buckeye State this week, but the 
similarities arc there. Aclua11y, this is the 
first time Fitch has prepared for a football 
game without being under the microscope 
of his dad. 

"It's different, but it's also a little bit 
relaxing," Fitch admitted. "I always knew 
that if I screwed up something I'd hear 
about it at home, If I screw up something 
(on Sunday), I'll still hear about it, but it'll 
be alter thr: game." 

Fitch had an impressive prep career for 
Coach Dnvc Bruney's Riders. He shined at 
wide receiver and in tl1c secondary,_eaming 
first team All-Ohio punter as a senior. 

Earning an invitation to the OV AC 
Game was a "pretty big" goal for Fitch, 
who's heard stqries of his dad's 1979 game 
and witnessed the meaning of the game 
through his two prior trips as :.1 manager. 

"To represent Ohio and Martins Ferry is 
a big accomplishment and honor;' Fitch 
said. "I played against a lot of these people, 
so it's fun to play with them and get to 
know them now.'' 

(Continued from Page 9) 
When he was with the 

Bishops, he was catching 
passes from one of the 
West Virginia all-star quar­
terbacks, Jesse Padlow. He 
was also on the field and 
lining up with Josh Miller, 
who is also playing for 
W.Va. representing the 
Bishops. 

Virginia," Truex said. 
"Nothing against West 
Virgtnta, but in Ohio it's 
so much harder to succeed 
because there arc so many 
more schools and so many 
more athletes!' 

er again .. 
He w1ll be going to 

Allegheny College lillS 
fall, but will not he playing 
football. lnstcad will opted 
for basketball. 

· "Schools wanted me to 
r,Jay football," Truex said. 
'Dul I never really had the 
chance to focus on one 
sport and J had a pretty 
good sc11so11 in basketball 
this year. So ['111 going to 
sec how far I cnn go in 
th.it.'' 

"We're fricnds,' 1 Truex 
said of his former team­
mates. "But we arc ene­
mies now. We've been 
enemies ever since this 
year. [t should be fun." 

Truex also porntcd out 
the major difference of 
playing in Ohio compared 
to West Virginia. 

"It W<L" a big adjustment 
going to Ohio from West 

cnt sides of the fence. 
Saturdays in the fall 

arrive with half of us 

It did not seem that 
Truex had the trouble of 
transitioning from his 
widcout position to quar­
terback when he made it to 
St. John. He started out at 
receiver, and then two 
weeks into practice was 
put at the quarterback spot 
and eventually got the 
starting job. 

"It was a big adJUSlmcnt 
because I only played 
quurtcrhack when l was lit~ 
tic. I never played it in 
high school," Truex said. 
"So I think l adjusted 
well." 

Truex was put back in 
his old position in the final 
two games or tile sew.;on as 
he 1,aw time at wide rccciv-

KRIECHBAUM 

With choosing the court 
over the gridiron, Truex is 
about to strap on the pads 
one final time. 

"It means a lot," Truex 
said about bemg an OV AC 
All-Star. '·Just coming out 
here with these guys up 
here for a week. It's a big 
atmosphere to pl11y in. 
That's nuts to be in the 
70th annual game and Ohio 
won it last year and looking 
to go two In a row." 

RINE 
(Continued from Page 9) 

through the public address 
system have been sorely 
missed. 

Fortunately, the wait 
ends in two days. 

In all honesty, it's.one of 
my favorite days on the cal­
endar, just slightly behind 
the first day of vacation and 
Christmas. It's football 
after all, and if a better 
sport exists someone needs 
to provide proof. 

Furthermore, this isn't 
Week I. Football season 
start.s off with a game that 
matters, which bring,<; me to 
my next point. 

This contest is extremely 
meanini;ful despite what 
some will have you 
believe. Where else docs 
an event of this magnitude 
take place when the only 
real thing separnting the 

(Continued from Page 9) 

school in Ohio, but now 
that I'm on the team for 
West Virginia, it's a little 
different," the 5-foot-10, 
18 0-pounder said. "I'm 
definitely rooting for West 
Virginia this year, howev­
er." 

nesvillc schools until sev­
enth grade before crossing 
over the Ohio River into 
Ohio County for the next 
five years. 

"I grew up with him a lit­
tle bit," Kriechbaum said. 

Kriechbaum went to Bar-

CUP 

He was teammates with 
Mitchell Wells durinQ his 
younger days in Bar­
nesville. Wells is a member 
of the Ohio squad. 

Kriechbaum said grow­
ing up _he always dreamed 
of playrng under the lights 
on Friday nights, but when 
he went to Linsly most' of 
the Cadets' contests were 
on Saturday afternoons. 

"It was different. I just 
enjoy playing the game of 
football, so 11 really dtdn 't 
matter to me which day we 
played on," he noted. 

As a freshman at Linsly 
the Cadets went l 0-0, 
something Kricchbaum 
won't soon forget. KRIECHBAUM 

1wo teams is that river or a 
bridge, depending how you 
want to look at it? 

While it's true bcii1g that 
close in proximity can be a 
detriment in terms kgiti­
mate animosity, friendships 
arc put to the side. They 
will pick back up right 
where they lert off at the 
conclusion, but for roughly 
four hours your only bud­
dies arc wearing blue and 
gold or scarlet and grey. 

This is real. 
This is fun. 
Thts is going to be really 

run. 
\Vc'rc all the same peo­

ple here in. the Ohto Valley. 
\Ve come from the same 
type of homes and fomilics, 
and work the same jobs at 
the same places. Yet when 
it comes to .sports, most of 
us arc on decidedly differ-

cnt sides of the fence. 
Saturdays in the fall 

arrive with half or us 
cheering on the Duckeycs, 
while the re.st get behind 
the Mountaineers. Differ­
ent level, same .sccnmio 
will happen Sunday when 
between 5-7,000 fans will 
converge on the site of the 
West Virginia Super Six 
State Football Champi­
onships. 

Oh, and don't think for a 
second folks arcn 't chirp­
ing one another playrully 
- maybe not? - around 
lhc water cooler this week. 
It's every hit as importnnt 
in terms of pride to many 
adults, as it is to those 
competing. 

Above a11 clsei it's one 
final chance for these 
young men to enjoy their 
yout11 in_ front of the very 
fans that have adored them 
ror years, 

To the players, cheer­
leaders and band members, 
cnJoy your night. You've 
more than earned 1t. 

Without further adieu, 
let's bring on football. 

Slw11111 Rifle cm1 be 
reached via cman at: 
sri ,w @thei11te l/igc11cer,m' t. 

coach ll.J. Depew and was 
voted varsity captain and 
MVP his senior season. For 
his career Kriechbaum 
logged I 3 6 tackles and 
picked off 14 passes. He 
also totaled I, 3 5 career 
receiving yards and was 
perfect on all seven field­
goal ntle.mpts. 

GAME NOTES 

(Continued from Page 9) 

in volleyball ancj six sec­
ond place finishes -
men's cross country, 
women's cross country, 
women's golf, men's track 
and field, women• s track 
and field and women's 
lacrosse. Men's soccer 
~arnered a third-place fin­
tsh.) 

MEC regular-season mark 
on tllc way to its second 
conference title in a row. 
The team also won its 
fourth straight NCAA 
Atlantic Region champi­
onship and trip to the 
NCAA Division II Elite 
Eighth in as mnny years. 

"Those guys were my 
idols," he said. "They arc 
who I strived to be every 
day." 

a wide receiver, defensive 
back, kicker and punter. 

He is following in the 
footsteps of his coustn, 
Linsly alum Jameson Mur­
ray, who played in the 
game last year for West 
Virginia. Kriechbaum \vns 
a four-year lettermen for 

■ To help commemorate 
the 70th annual game, the 
OVAC will be handing out 
free rally towels to the first 
1,000 fans. There will be 
Blue-and-Gold towels dis­
tributed on the W.Va. side 
and Red-and-White on the 
Ohio side. 
■ Pans can test their ath­

letic prowess in the annual 
"Health Plan/WTOV9 Pass, 
Punt and Kick Contest" for 
a chance to win $ I 0,000 
dming lrnlftimc activities. 
Enter by registering at 
WTOV9.com. 

The Cardinals volleyball 
team compiled a 38-4 
record and a perfect 16-0 

"\Ve stress excellence 
on the court and in the 
classroom each and every 
year," volleyball head 
coach Christy Benner said. 

Come Sunday night, 
Kriechbaum, who will 
attempt to walk-on at Ohio 
University as a placekicker, 
could be found anywhere 
on the field. He is listed as 
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PICTURED ARE the Ohio wide receiver options for Sunday's 70th annual Rudy 

Mumley OVAC All-Star Game. Kneeling, from left, are Dylan Wood 

(Meadowbrook), Errik Snell (Cambridge), Malik Gummer (St. Clairsville), Kalub 

Mitchell (Harrison Central) and Jack Fitch (Martins Ferry). Back row, from left, 

are Hunter Westlake (Bellaire), Jacob Quinn (Meadowbrook), RIiey Hayhurst 

(Cambridge), J.C. Coleman (St. Clairsville) and Lucas Herrington (Steubenville). 

r 
THE PULSE OF LOCAL SPORTS 

St. C.'s Gummer puts 
high value on winning 
By SETH STASKEY Gummer was in attendance for the 2014 

Times Leader Sports Editor affair, which Ohio won by a point. 

"I was watching the game kind of think­

BETHANY - Malik Gummer knows a ing that I'd definitely like the chance to 

thing or two about all-star games. play in this game," Gummer said. 

After all, the recent St Clairsville gradu- Gummer will get his chance at wide 

ate is about to embark on his second in about receiver for Jeremy McElroy's squad. He 

three months when be takes to the field earned his way to the Ohio roster thanks to 

Sunday night in the 70th annual Rudy a huge season for Coach Brett McLean's 

Murnley OV AC All-Star Football Game. Red Devils. 

Gummer was a member of the South Toe 5-10, 160 pounder was an impact 

squad in the Division V-VIJ Ohio North- player from the word go for the Red Devils. 

South Game, which was held in April at In helping St C. to a 10-0 regular season, 

Dayton's Welcome Stadium. He scored a OV AC Class 4A title and trip to the 

touchdown in that game. Division V playoffs, Gummer caught 3 2 

Prior to getting the invitation to play, passes for 775 yards and 13 touchdowns. 

Gummer wasn't all that familiar with the He also had a kickoff return for a toucb­

North-South Game. Toe same can't be said down that proved to be a major play in the 

for the OV AC affair. St C. victory against Martins Ferry. 

"Tbe OVAC Game has been around a Quite simply, it was about making as 

long time and it's the one I've grown up many plays as he could to help the rela­

watching," Gummer said. "I always • tively underclass-dominated Red Devils 

thought it would be cool to play in this achieve success. 

game and now I'm here. It's pretty cool." See, GUMMER, Page D2 
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PICTURED ARE the Ohio quarterback 
options for Sunday's 70th annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Game. From left 
are St. John's Chaice Truex (left) and 
Beaver Local's Chase Hilliard. 

SJC's Truex 
r1eady to lead 
Ohio offense 
By KYLE LUTZ 
For The Times Leader 

BETHANY - SL John's Chaice Truex is 
in an amazing position right now. 

He is one of the quarterbacks for the Ohio 

team in the 70th annual OV AC Rudy 

Mumley All-Star Game that will kick off at 

7:15 p.m. Sunday night. Before camp started, 

he began working on bis form ngnin to get 

ready for the big game in which he will repre­
sent his high school one more time when the 

teams take the field at Wheeling Island 

Stadium. 
"For the last week-and-a-half, I've been 

going to work out with Jose Davis," Truex 

said of his high school coach. "Throwing 

sl'me bulls, throwing some routes to St. 
John's receivers and getting ready." 

' Being the quarterback is no easy task, espe­

cially for an all-star game. That person is in 

the position that everyone keeps their eye on. 

Truex is ready for the challenge as he hns the 

talent all around him. 
"We have a big group up front," Truex 

said. "When they call my name to throw the 

pass, I'm just going to throw to the receivers 
@d the athletes and make them make plays." 

The 6-foot-6 signal caller may have a 

slight advantage over his Ohio teammates. 

While some Ohio AJl-Stars were able to play 

against a few West Virginia teams in years 

past, Truex was a member of one for bis first 

three years in high school. 
Truex saw time at wideout when he was at 

Bishop Donahue. 
"It's a big rivalry," Truex said about the 

game. "Some guys are whispering to me this 

and that. But, it will be proven on game day." 
When be was with the Bishops, he was 

catching pusses from one of the West 

Virginia all-star quarterbacks, Jesse Padlow. 

He was also on the field and lining up with 

Josh Miller, who is also playing for W.Va. 

representing the Bishops. 
"We're friends," Truex said of his former 

teummates. "But we are enemies now. We've 

been enemies ever since this year. It should 

be fun." 
Truex also pointed out the major difference 

of playing in Ohio compared to West 

Virgiaia. 
See, mUEX, Page D2 

Gummer--------
con11nued from Page 81 

13~ing teammates with so many guys that he 
Phymo •ig·,· •t 1· • grew up 

'. o • • ms or so many y~ars hasn't been , t I 
adjustment for Gummer. • a oug' 

G "It's just. like being teammates with anyone else" 
ummcr said. "We're a team and though w h ' 

some ditforences, we'll put them aside and doe o~';'bcsi~i 

gc~h1:ough them and work as a tcan1." • 

.· /11le many come to OV AC camp amt lalk about the 

f11_~1~~bh~1~s, relationships ,md experiences the come from 

dlhcr1·g,unc ,lll(I week, Gummer has approached it u litlle bit 
, crcntly. 
He wants lo win. 
"Winning is a big part of lhis" Gummer sir .. . 

the end go~1l ~ind wJmt everyone'; workin(T h·~rdc:ca~J _Its 

o,,le' .1,'colfih,gtlctams. This lis a big game and (~i1;ning) is :~~,:~ 
l rng fOWaf{." 

Truex---------
Conlinued from Page 81 

'_'Jt was a big adjustment 
go111g to Ohio from West 
Virginia," Truex said 
"~o.th_ing against West 
Virginw, but in Ohio it's so 
much harder tu succeed 
because there arc so many 
more schools and so many 
more athletes." 

"IT MEANS a lot. Just 
coming out here with 
these guys up here for 
a week. It's a big 
atmosphere to play In. 
That's nuts to be in 
the 70th annual game 
and Ohio won it last 
year and looking to go 
two In a row. " 

It did not seem that 
Truex had lhe trouble of 
transitioning from lli.'i wide­
oul position to quurterback 
when he nrndc it to St. 
John. He started out at 
receiver, and then two 
weeks into practice was pul 
at the quarterback spot and 
~vcntu.1lly got the starting 
Job. 

"It was a big adjustment 
because I only played quar­
lcrlrnck when I was Jillie. J 
n~ver ,f!layed II in high 
sc_hool, Truex said. "So [ 
tl11nk I udjusted well." 

- Chalce Truex 
SJC, Ohio OB 

"But I never really had the 
chance to focus on one 
sport and I had a pretty 
good season in basketball 
this year. So I'm going to 
sec how frtr I can go in 
thiil." 

With choosing the court 
over the gridiron, Truex is 
abou_t to slrnp on the pads 
one l rnat time. 

. Truex was put back in 
his old position in the fiual 
two games or the ·"cason ns 
he saw time al wit.le receiv­
er again. 

lie will he going to 
Allegheny College this fall, 
but will 1101 be playing foot­
ball. Instead will opted for 
basketball. 

"S~hools wnnted me lo 
1>lay loolball," Truex snid. 

"It means a lot," Truex 
.said about being an ov AC 
All-Star. "Just coming out 
here _with these guys up 
here /or a week. It's a big 
atn10,spherc to play in. 
Thnt s nuts to be in the 
701h anuual game and Ohio 
won it last year and looking 
to go two in a row." 
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RUDY MUMLEY OVAC All-Star Football Game Director Bob Koch (center) Is flanked by Ohio coach 
Jeremy McElroy (left) and West Virginia coach Ian W~ittlngton. The game is slated for 7:15 on Sunday 
night at Wheeling Island Stadium. Camp and preparations Tor the game are under way. 

OVAC All-Star prep continues 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times ~eader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - The countdown 
towarc:li King Football's return is 
officialjy on. 

Prep(ll'ations for the 70th annual 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star 
FootbUII Game got under way 
Sunday evening and continued 
Monday when players and coaches 
from both Ohio and West Virginia 
took part in media day at Bethany 
College. 

Both head coaches - Ohio's 
Jeremy McElroy and West 
Virginia's Ian Whittington - were 
pleased· with how the first few prac­
tices have gone, including a triple 
session Monday. 

"You can see at practice why Wheeling Islll!1d Stadium. _ 
these kids are all-stars," McElroy "We're trymg to bhtz them with 
said. "You can see it in their work, information and material right now," 
attention to detail, their approach McElroy said. "We're trying to see 
and their leadership." what sticks and wh_at we ~an_ do 

Whittington, who is the head well. We're scrambhng a bit nght 
coach at Oak Glen, called the expe- now, but as the week goes on we'll 
rience thus far, "amazing." tone it down when we know what 

"The players are flying around, we're going to do and what we're 
they're excited to be here, excited to capable of doing." 
practice and excited to get to work Even in the down time, the play­
every day," Whittington said. ers and coaches are going over 
"These guys are fired up. We've got things and even walking through 
a live bunch." them to speed up the process of 

The players have been on infor- learning the system. 
motion overload as they have "You try to get as much in as you 
upward of 15 practices to formally can at the beginning, see what sticks 
grasp offensive and defensive and then work from there," McEiroy 
schemes leading up to kickoff, 
which is slated for 7: 15 p.m. at See, Prep, Page B2 

Tuesday, 
July 21, 2015 

Ohio names 
its defense 
for contest 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - Versatility and toughness were 
key qualifications for being chosen for the defensive 
side of the ball for the Ohio squad in the 70th annu­
al Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Football Game. 

Ohio coach Jeremy McElroy believes he found 
all of that as he armounced the group that checked 
into camp Sunday to begin preparations for this 
weekend's game at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

"We're excited about our linebackers and we 
think our defensive backs are guys who could help 
us on offense and our receivers could help us on 
defense," McElroy said. "We'll see how it shakes 
out this week at camp, but we like these kids." 

Along with his linebackers and defensive backs, 
McElroy also announced River's Colton Wright as 
his placekicker. 

"We're excited to work with Colton," McElroy 
said. "He had n heckuva year at River and it always 
helps when you're strong in the kicking game." 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
BRUCE BURGER, Martins Ferry - This 

two-way performer was a big contributor for Coach 
Dave Bruney's team. 

The 6-foot, 200-pounder ran for 669 yards and 
four touchdowns as a fullback. Defensively, he 
logged 96 tackles as a senior, which followed up a 
junior campaign in which he accumulated 73. 

Burger was first team All-Eustern District and 
All-Ohio special mention each of the last two sea­
sons. He was also an All-OV AC selection. 

Bruce, who plans on attending QUE, is the son of 
Bruce and Mindy Burger. 

. ZACH CONNOR, Indian Creek - This for­
mer Redskin had a stellar career for his father and 
head coach, Andrew Connor. 

The 6-0, 220-pounder was charted with 41 solo, 
46 assists, 13 tackles for loss and five sacks as a 
senior. He also had three forced fumbles and 16 
quarterback hurries. He ran for 330 yards and seven 
touchdowns as a fullback. 

See, Ohio, Page B2 
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e Ohio--------
Cantin. from Page 81 
Connor's fine season 

didn't go unnoticed. He 
was named All-OV AC, 
All-Buckeye 8, All-Quad 
County, All-Eastern 
District, All-Valley and 
third team All-Ohio. 

Away from football, 
Connor is a standout in the 
classroom, earning academ­
ic All-Ohio. He's also a 
member of the Key Club. 

Zach, who plans on 
attending West Liberty, is 
the son of Andrew and 
Tiffany Connor. 

JARED HESLOP, 
Bridgeport - This two­
wuy lineman was an impact 
player for Coach Rudy 
Vavrock's team. 

The 6-0, 260-pounder 
earned all-disUict, All-val­
ley, All-Times Leader and 
all-state special mention. 

Heslop also competed in 
baseball and bowling. 

Jared plans to attend 
Belmont College. 

CHASE HILLIARD, 
Beaver Local - This for­
mer Beaver shined jn the 
secondary for McE!roy' s 
team. 

The 6-1, I 65-pounder 
lined up at defensive back 
and was named honorable 
mention All-OV AC, first 
team all-district and special 
mention All-Ohio. 

Along with football, 
Hilliard was a standout in 
soccer, recording 53 career 
goals, which ranks sixth in 
Ohio history. He was also a 
letterman in basketball. 

Chase, who is the son of 
Mike and Lori Hilliard, 
plans on attending 
Muskingum. 

AUSTIN Mc-
CONVILLE, Bellaire -
This fonner Big Red was a 
tackling machine for Coach 
Steve Andres' squad. 

The 6-0, 175-pounder 
recorded 99 solo tackles 
and I 08.5 total stops. His 
solo-tackle Iota! is a school 
record. 

His fine sewmn was rec­
ognized by his placement 
on All-OVAC, All­
Eastcrnm District, All­
Valley, All-Times Leader, 
third team All-Ohio, and he 
was a WTOV-9 Defensive 
Player of the Year nomi­
nee. 

Along with football, 
McConv1lle was a multiple­
year letterman in wrestling. 
He volunteers at Martins 
Ferry First Baptist Church 
Vacation Bible School. 

Austin, who is the son of 
Keith and Elaine 
McConville, plans on 
allending OUE. 

DILLON POINTER, 
Buclceye Trail - This 
senior was a talented run 
stopper for Coach Bill 
Hm1mcyer's team. 

The 6-1, 285-pounder 
was a standout two-way 
lineman en route to earning 
three varsity letters. He was 
a special mention All­
Eastem District selection. 

Pointer also received the 

Archie Griffin OHSAA 
Sportsmanship Award and 
the United States Marine 
Corps Athletic 
Achievement Award. 

Dillon, who Ls undecided 
about his future plans, is the 
son of Gene and Rebecca 
Pointer. 

STONE ROMANO, 
Steubenville Catholic -
This fonncr Crusader was a 
two-way standout for 
Coach Steve Daley's 
squad. 

The 6-0, 225-pounder 
ran for 1,021 as a senior 
and accumulated 23 career 
touchdowns. He was also a 
standout at linebacker. 

For his efforts, he was 
named first team All­
OV AC, All-Quad County, 
All-Eastern District, All­
Valley and special mention 
All-Ohio. 

Away from football, 
Romano was a member of 
the Key Club and SADD. 

Stone, who plans on 
allending Ohio Dominican 
University, 1s the son of 
Paul and Jackie Romano. 

ETHAN SHANNON, 
Edison - This former 
Wildcat was a two-way 
performer for Coach Derek 
Stickles' team. 

The 5-10, I 95-pounder 
recorded IO 3 tackles and 
900 yards rushing ns a jun­
ior and more than 800 
yards as a senior. 

He was twice nan1ed AII­
OV AC, All-Quad County, 
All-Eastern District. 

Ethnn, who is planning 
on attending Bethany 
College, is the son of Ernie 
and Connie Shannon. 

ER RIK SNELL, 
Curnbrldge - This for­
mer Bobcat was a standout 
in the secondary and at 
wide receiver for Coach 
Kevin Gunn's team. 

The 5-10, 175-pounder 
was a lock-down corner en 
route to All-OV AC, All­
ECOL and all-district hon­
ors. 

In track, Snell was a state 
high hurdle champion in 
2014. He placed again this 
spring. 

Errik, who plans on 
attending Tiffin, is the son 
of Tony and Lisa Snell. 

COLTON WRIGHT, 
River - This forn1er Pilot 
became quite the weapon in 
the kicking game for Coach 
Mike Flannery's Pilots. 

The 6-2, 160-poundcr 
was good on 16 of I 8 
PATs and knocked home 
seven field goals, including 
a long of 34. He had five 
career gamc~winning kicks. 
He also posted a 37-yard 
punting average. 

Wright was a second 
team All-Ohioam, first­
team All-OVAC, All­
Eastern D,strict, All­
Valley and All-Times 
Leader pick. 

Colton, who plans on 
allending Belmont College, 
is the son of Donnie and 
Kelly Wright. 

Our Opinion 

OVAC Classic 
IT IS said that football is king in 

the Ohio Valley. That being th_e 
case, his royal glidness ascends his 
throne Sunday at the 70th annual 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Charity Football Classic. 

brings together more than I 00 local 
prep musicians. In just~ few day~ of 
practice, they blend thelf tnknts mto 
a magnificent musical machine. 

Nearly two dozen young ladies 
add beauty and grace to the festivi­
ties as they compete for the right to 
be crowned Queen of Queens at 
halftime. 

Prep stars from Ohio ~nd West 
Virginia will vie at Wheeling Island 
Stadium, climaxing a w_eck of 
pageantry and camaradenc. The 
game is one of the features of the 
summer season and marks the offi­
cial kickoff of the high school foot­
ball for 20 I 5. 

The players have been put 
through a rigorous practice sched­
ule. Despite the abbreviated prepa­
ration time, we are certain the 
respective teams will be primed to 
perform at peak levels. 

We wish both sides the best of 
luck, and we arc rooting for an 
injury-free contest. . . 

The game, however, 1s Just one 
piece of a sparkling pigskin puzzle. 
The Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Charity Football Classic has often 
been termed an extravaganza. 

Leading the cheers wlll be some 
of the best cheerleaders in the con­
ference as some 20 spirit-generators 
from both sides of the river will be 
spurring on the players and crowd •. 

Not to be forgotten are part1c1-
pants from years' pa~t. A IO-year 
reunion for the game s parilctpants 
in 2005 will be held while all-stars 
from the game in I 96 5 will also be 
recognized. . 

Game director Bob Koch and hIB 
staff leave no stone unturned in put­
ting on a gala affair. 

We tip our helmets to all those 
who help make the Rudy Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic just that -- a classic. 

We believe that is truly the case. 
The football is accentuated by a 

myriad of events and activities. 
The McDonald's All-Star Band 

As a result, there a no losers 
Sunday. Everyone involved i~ a 
winner, especially ch[lfl_ty, which 
has realized nearly a nullion dollars 
from past games. 
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Gummer 
To Play In 
2nd All­
Star Game 
St. C grad played 
in DV-VII Ohio 
North-South Game 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

BETHANY - Malilc Gummer 
knows a thing or two about all-star 
games. 

After all, the recent St. 
Clairsville graduate is about to 
embark on his second in about 
three months when he takes to the 
field Sunday night in the 70th 

annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC 
All-Star Football 
Game. 

Gummer was 
a member of the 
South squad in 
the Division V­
VII Ohio North­
South Game, 

Gummer which was held 
in April at Day­

ton's Welcome Stadium. He scored 
a touchdown in that game. 

Prior to getting the invitation to 
piny, Gummer wasn't all that 
familiar with the North-South 
Game. The same can't be said for 
the OV AC affair. 

"The OV AC Game has been 
around a long time and it's the one 
I've grown up watching," Gummer 
said. "I nlways thought it would be 
cool to play in this game and now 
I'm here, It's pretty cool." 

Gummer was in attendance for 
the 2014 affair, which Ohio won 
by a point. 

"I was watching the game kind 
of thinking that I'd definitely like 
the chance to play in this game," 
Gummer said. 

Gummer will get his chance at 
wide receiver for Jeremy McEl­
roy's squad. He earned his way to 
the Ohio roster thanks to a huge 
season for Coach Brett McLean's 
Red Devils. 

The 5-10, 160 pounder was an 

·• Please See GUMMER, Page JO 
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Jesse Padlow (1) and Josh Miller (3) pose for a pitcure during Media Day at 

Bethany College. The two have known each other ever since they were children. 

Childhood Friends 
Suit Up One Final Time 
Days at Bishop were 
ones to remember for 
Padlow and Miller 

By KYLE LUTZ 
Staff Writer 

BETHANY - Recent Bishop Donahue 
graduates Jesse Padlow and Josh Miller 
have a storybook history together. The 
two athletes were part of a senior class 
that put Bishop Donahue on the sports 
map with their success, as both were on 
the footbn!l and basketball teams. 

The two go back farther than that, 
though. Padlow and Miller grew up in the 
same town and were friends since they 
were children. 

"Me and Josh have been playing with 
each other since we were 5," Padlow said. 
"We grew up in the same town. Just for 
him to be here with me Is something very 
special." 

With all the success they have had with 
the Bishops, the two childhood friends 
will strap on the helmets one more tnne as 
both will participate in the 70th annual 
OV AC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football 
Game that will take place on at 7: I 5 011 
Su11day night at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

"It's great. We've been living by each 
other our whole life," Miller said. "So it's 
just a great last moment for us." 

Buck in their early days playing sports, 
Miller always saw the athletic1sm in Pad­
low, He knew that the quarterback would 
make it to the all-star game. 

"I never thought I would," Miller said. 
"Jesse was always u star growing up when 
we were rounger. But I never thought that 
I would JUSt tag along with him, and I'm 
just happy to be here with him." 

Pudlow holds Bishop Donahue records 
for passing attempts, completions, rards 
and touchdowns. In his final season m the 
green and yellow, he compiled 2,280 
yards and 2 3 touchdowns while rushing 
for 5 81 yards and eight scores. It became 
necessary that Padlow was named one of 
the four quarterbacks in the game. 

"It means a lot to me. Ever since I was 
a kid I've been going to this game and 
wanting to play jn it," Padlow said. 
"Finally ~etting here, it's a great feeling." 

The friends were a part of the class that 
made Bishop Donahue a legitimate con­
tender. In fact, about IO years ago the 
football program was almost gone. That's 
when current Bishops head coach John 
Durdines took control of the program and 

Please See BISHOPS, Page JO 

(Conlinnccl from i~,,~c 1t) 

impact p1;_1_yer lrom Ilic 
wurd no for t Ii•.: !..':I'd Dev 
ils. In helpi11g t,1. <'. lu a 
10-0 rcgul;u season, 
OV /\C Clas:; d/\ lit le ,111<1 
trip to Ilic Division V pl.1y­
off.,;, G11rnn11.,r ca11i:h1_ 12 
passes for '/'/ ~' ya1:d~; aJJd 

in lhc St. C. victory against 
Marlins Ferry. 

"IL 's just like being 
teammates with unyonc 
else," Gummer said. 
"We're a team and though 
we may have some differ­
ences, we' II put them aside 
and tlo our best to get 
through l11e111 and work as a 
leam." 

the come from the game 
und week. C.ummcr h;1s 
approached it a lilt le hit 
differently. 

I J touchdowa:,. • 
I-le <llsu lwd ,1 ldd:.olT 

rctmn ror a l{it1chdow11 !hat 

proved to l,1c ;1 111ajnr play 

(Contim1t•fi ![um ~-:,g~i 9) 

made Bishop l)ouailnr !ht 
pcrc11111c1I powcrhousr- it iS 

today. 
"!"111 vcrv ho11()rcd lo 

rcprcscn1 Bi~;l!l'P Do11" 
ahue," M1llc1 ""iJ. "Th;:J's 
a great ,-.;ci1ool. r~o tH1;• n-;d 

ly know:; :d1ou1 ii :111d it 
flew under lk rnd:ir u11lil 
the pas! couple or yc.ar:,_ 

Quite .simply, it was 
ahnut making ns many 
plays as he could to help 
the relatively underclass­
domi11atcd Red Devils 
achieve success. 

Being leammatcs with so 
many guys that he grew up 
play111g :,galnst for su nrnny 
yearn hasn't been a tough 
:tdjustincnt for Gu111mcr. 

It's :1 family there, a11d I'm 
very happy lo be here." 

Now it's time to repre­
sent Ille school that they arc 
pn,uJ lo say they wenJ tu 
one ri1111I time. 

''l'tu very proud," Pad­
low s;ud. "You go back I 0 
yi:nn; ago an<l you look at 
il1shop Donahue. They 
wc1l'll 't even on the map. J 

While m~1ny come to 
OV AC camp and talk 
about the friendships, rela­
tionships and experiences 

just fee I like my class, we 
really helped put them back 
!here and I twpe they con­
linuc to succcl"'.d." 

"It was the best time,·• 
Miller said. "It was me, 
Jesse, llrclt (Moore), even 
Chase Padlow for a couple 
years, Alex Riedel and Matt 
Vueclik. Our whole class, 
we really cnmc together nnd 

He wants to win. 
"Winning IS :J big part or 

this,'' Gummer slrl'ssed. 
"lt's lhc end gmll and whal 
everyone's working hard to 
.:1chicvc on bol h tc,1111..,, 

This is a big ga111c illlll 

(winning) is what Wl''rc 

fighting toward." 

it was n grc~1t lOur years," 
As lhcy take lhc field 

Sunday, !here will be a spe­
cial conncctinn between the 
two. but Milil'r will lei l'ad­
low know what to do ii' he 
lines up in si11glc ('O\'L'l'.tgc. 

"I'm going lo givl: ;1 littll' 
head lap to Jc:-.si.; to kt him 
know," Miller ,:aid. "One 
last deep pass." 



WROBO ON THE MOVE 

Former Wheeling Nallers assistant John 
Wroblewski is named head coach of 
Youngstown Phantoms of USHU12 

ihtJntdligtntte 

PORTS 
Ex-JM, Bethany Star Drahos 
Off to Uzbekistan on. Mission 
Now a commercial lender, he will travel 
to work with national team·, spread faith 

By DORSEY KINDLER 
Staff Writer 

WHEELING - Mutt Drahos is a 
basketball player on a mission. 
Quite liternlly. 

Marshall At Bethany he's still the 
second-leading scorer, was an All 
American and is still the all-time 
leading rebounder and shot blocker. 

Currently he works for Progres­
sive Bank as a commercial lender. , 
And his place of business has con­
tributed a significant portion of the 
$3,000 he needs to go on his-mis­
sion trip. Once in country, the hous­

WEDNESDAY 
JULY 22, 2015 

COMICS ......•............... 15 
CLASSIFIEDS ................ 16-20 

The former John Marshall High 
School and Bethany College hoops 
standout is heading across the globe 
to Uzbekistan to teach the game and 
spread his faith. 

"Basically what we're going to 

do is work with their national 
teams," Drahos said. "Both men's 
and women's. And the 18 and under 
and I 6 and under national teams. 
They might bring in some younger 
teams in the area. We'll do camps 
and clinics with them. Play basket­
ball during the day. And tnlk about 
our faith in the evenings." • 

Drahos modestly said he had a 
"decent career" as a forward at John 

ing and travel are covered by the 
Uzbekistan National Basketball 
Association. But ~ettini there is not. 

"And also we re rmsing a bit to 

Please See DRAHOS, Page 13 

Photo provided 

Progressive Bank commerlcal lender Matt Drahos, cen­
ter, Is presented a check by bank President Bill Petro­
plus, left, and Senior Vice President Brad Wlnwood. 

70th OVAC Rudy Mumle.y All-Star Football Game 
One More 
Time As 
Patriots 

' ' 
Park trio to play initial 
game in refurbished digs 

By KYLE LUTZ 
Staff Writer 

BETHANY - No matter what position 
an athlete is playing on the team, it is 
always special to be· able to represent your 
high school in an all-star !iame. For 65 
football players from the Ohio Valley, it is 
an even bigger honor to represent their 
home state as the 70th Annual Rudy Mum­
ley OV AC All,Star Game will kick off at 
7: 15 on Sunday night. 

There are thfee athletes, however, who 
have the biggest honor when they step on 
the field one last time in a high school uni­
form. Wheeli11g Park's Theo Blackston, 
Henry Gompers and Elliott O'Brien will 
all strap on the pads Sunday night and 
walk out on their home turf one final time 
as Wheeling Park Patriots. , 

"It's really spmething speqinl," O'Brien 
said. "We had ,a bitter taste jn our mouth 
after the Capital game. But ge,t(in~ to finish 
my high school career at Wheeling Island 
Stadium is the best thing that could hap­
pen." 

O'Brien will be on the offensive and 

Photo by Kyle Lutz 

Wheeling Park's Theo Blackston, assistant coach Tim Ickes, Elllott O'Brien and 
Henry Gompers pose for a picture during Media Day at Bethany College. 
defensive line with Gompers as well. 
Blackston will sec his time at running back 
and defensive end. With Gompers and 
O'Brien on the line, they 'will be able to 
make holes in the defense one final time to 
let Blackston do his work in the backfield. 

Park assistant Tim Ickes will serve in the 
same role during the game. 

"Those two, they were our best linemen 
last year," Blackston said of his team­
mates. "They put in the work nil summer 
and we pushed each.other. That's how we 
got better, we pushed each other. Just 
being with those guys, I love them to 
death. They're my brothers and to have 

one more game with them is truly a bless-
ing." . 

To make matters even better for this 
Wheeling trio, it will play on the new 
Wheeling Island Stadium turf. After being 
renovated, it just seems like it is necessary 
for these Patriots that have had so much 
success on the old field, get to use their tal­
ents on the new one. 

"It feels great," Gompers said. "I really 
can't believe that I'm going to be playing 
on the new turf. and in the new stadium. 
I'm just really excited to. get out there and 

Please See PATRIOTS, Page 12 

Love of Game.Brings Chukwu Back 
Linsly grad travels nine 
hours to play in contest 

By KYLE LUTZ 
Stalf Writer 

BETHANY - The determination and 
dedication of Linsly's Chuckwudi Chuck­
wu is unlike anything other. The recently 
graduated Cadets offensive lineman and 
defensive end had quite the journey to 
camp for the 70th annual Rudy Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Game that is set to kick off 
at 7: 15 on Sunday night. 

Liternlly. 
The Ohio University signee sat on a bus 

and rode nine hours from New Jeniey to 
Wheeling just to play in the game. 

"I guess it's my love for football," 

Chuekwu said about his 
decision on making the 
trip. "I have so much 
passion. These four years 
have been really good to 
me. I've only been play­
ing football for four 
years. I guess it nil slatt­
ed here and it's kind of 

CHUKWU like my last high school 
football game. I want to 

have a blast with my teammates. It's going 
to be a great time." 

After some talking with his parents, they 
finally conceded and allowed him to make 
the Jong haul to play in one final high 
school game. 

"It's a passion," Chuckwu said. "It's 
something that I really love. If I really 

want it, I'm going to put my mind and 
heatt to it." • 

When Chuckwu first arrived at Linsly as 
a freshman, he had no idea that football 
would have this much impact on his life. . 

"My father, he was looking at schools 
and wondering what was good for me," 
Chuckwu said. ''I joined the football team 
and I felt really happy. I felt welcomed and 
it was a family. Year by year I started to 
grow not only as a person but as a football 
player, and here I am today." 

Chuckwu will be joined by teammates 
Zak Kriechbaum, who will be his room­
mate at Ohio, and Chimechi Oparanozie. 
For one final time, they will be on the grid­
iron together re_presenting Linsly. 

"It's a special honor," Chuckwu said. 

Please See CHUKWU, Page 12 

W.Va. 
Defense 
Named 
Whittington thinks 
it can be special 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

BETHANY - Ian Whitting­
ton knows Ohio has plenty of 
playmakers on the offensive side 
of the ball. 

The West Virginia couch 
believes he has plenty of play­
makers on the defensive side, 
which should lead to an interest­
ing matchup Sunday night at 
Wheeling Island Stadium in the 
70th annual Rudy• Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Football Game. 

Whittington announced his 
linebackers, secondary and kicker 
for the game. 

"I honestly believe we have a 
lot of depth ut linebacker and 
guys who are tough against the 
run," Whittington said. "Our out­
side linebackers have to be able 
to move. Our defensive backs can 
fly around and they're bigger, 
versatile kids." 

Camp got under way Sunday at 
Bethany College. 

Here's a capsule look at the 
players: 

DYLAN ANDERSON, Mor­
gantown - This former Mohi­
&/ll1 shined at middle linebacker 
tor Coach John Bowers' team. 

The 6-foot-2, 225-pounder . 
recorded l 00 tackles last season 
en route to honorable mention all­
state, second team All-TRAC, 
All-Area and .honorable mention 
All-OVAC. 

Anderson, who plans on 
attending West Liberty, is the son 
of Bob and Stephanie Anderson. 

THEO BLACKSTON, 
Wheeling Park - This former 
Patriot enjoyed a huge season for 
Coach Chris Daugherty's team. 

The 6-1, 235-pounder log~ed 
time at running 6ack, defensive 
end, linebacker and fullback. He 
finished with more than J',500 
yards and scored 19 touchdowns 

Please See W.VA., Page 'i 2 



PATRIOTS-
(conunucd from Page 11) 

play one more time. n 

Gompers did not know he 
would play in the game, but 
fresh off the North-South 
contest, he is ready to go. 

"l didn't think 1 was actu­
ally going to play in this," 
Gompers said. "But l'm real­
ly excited that l got the 
opportunity to, and I just 
want to go out there and beat 
Ohio." 

Emotions will be running 
high tor both teams as they 
sit in the locker room before 

1 the game and during half­
tu11e. However, it will really 
mean something more for 
these players as that locker 
room was a home to them on 
Friday nights. Running out of 
the tunnel onto the turf in 
front of thousands of scream­
ing fans again is something 
they will never forget. 

"Last time in that locker 
room," O'Brien said. "There 
were so many great memo­
ries the.re." 

"I can't wait," Blackston 
said. "It's going to be fun. 
It's a great opportunity to 
come out and play at home 
one more time on the turf. I 
just can't wait and l'm going 
to put on a show for the peo­
ple back home." 

CHUKwu-
(Con!innccl from Page 11) 

"I'm thankful for being 
chosen bul at the snmc time 
it's nol about me, it's about 
the family I've had. I'm 
thankful for the support that 
my coaches, my family and 

; everyone has given me, I'm 
' happy. I'm thankful for 

Coach (B.J.) Depew who has 
been behind me ever since 
the day I stepped on the foot­
ball field." 

After the all-star game, 
Chuckwu will travel back to 
New Jersey, then have a 
week to pack things as he 
will then make his way to 
Athens, Ohio. 

"I'm real nervous about 
it," Chuckwu smd. "But at 
the same time, I'm really 
excited. For someone who 
has only been playing foot­
ball for four years and from 
where l started from, it's just 
a huge achievement for me to 
continue to play football for 
the next four years. l'm 
blessed. 

"When you put your mind 
to somethmg and you dedi­
cate yourself and really put in 
the work, then you'll achieve 
your goals. I still have many 

I 
more goals to go and hope­
fully I keep climbing, work­
ing hard and don't let any 
distractions distract me and 
I'll be good." 

W.VA. 
(Co11tinued from Page 11) 

en route to all-state honors. 
Along with the state honor, Blackston was 

named first team AJI-OV AC, All-TRAC, 
All-Valley, Big 22 Finalist, Elks Player of 
the Month and player of the week. 

Theo, who will play at Mereyhurst Uni­
versity, is the son of Pamela Ebbert. 

MICAH BOLES, Purkerslmrg South 
- This former Patriot will handle the kick­

ing and punting as he did for Coach Mike 
Eddy's team. 

The 5-9, I SO-pounder was a perfect 33 of 
33 on PATs and connected on five field 
goals. 

Away from football, Boles rs an Eagle 
Scout and received the Woody Herman Jazz 
Award. He's also the president of the Fel­
lowship of Student Athletes, 

Micah, who will attend WVU-Parkers­
burg, is the son of Trent and Amy Boles. 

ZAHIR HICKS, Weir - This former 
Red Rider shined at linebacker for Coach 
Tony Filberto's team. 

The 6-0, 205-pounder recorded l 11 tack­
les, l 7 for loss, six sacks, recovered four 
fumbles, forced two and picked off a pass. 

His efforts were recognized through fir.st 
team All-OVAC and All-Valley. I-Jc was 
second team all-state, 

Zahir, who is the son of Evonna Jordan, is 
planning to attend West Liberty. 

ZAK KRIECHBAUM, Linsly - This 
former Cadet did a little bit of everything for 
Coach B.J. Depew's team last season. 

The 5-10, 180-pouncler loggecl 136 tack­
les, recorded 14 interceptions, 1,135 yards 
receiving and was 7 of 7 on field goals dur­
ing his career. 

He was a first team AII-OV AC and All­
Valley pick. He was named team MVP and 
was a finalist for special teams player of the 
year. 

Zak, who is going to Ohio University, is 
the son of Doug ancl Jennifer Kriechbaum. 

DEREK MARTIN, Cameron - This 
Dragons standout had an impressive career 
for Coach Scott Holt's team. 

The 5-10, 175-pounder recorded 163 
tackles and 9,5 sacks as a senior en route to 
first team All-Valley, AII-OVAC and All­
Mason Dixon. 

Away from football, Martin is a member 
or the National Honor Society and vice pres­
ident of lhc student council. He was also 
class valedictorian. 
_ Derck, who will attend Kenyon College, 
1s the son of Gary and Kelli Martin. 

JOSH MILLER, Bishop Donahue -
This linebacking standout played a key role 
for Coach John Durdincs' team. 

The 6-3, I 85-poumler logged I 23 solo 
tackles am! had IO interceptions en route to 
first team All-Valley, AII-OV AC ancl special 
mention all-stale. , 

Josh, who is the son of Chet and Terri 
Miller, is going to \Vhceling Jesuit. 

.JO.JO RICE, Weir - This Reel Riders 
speedster had a big season for Filberto's 
team. 

The 5-6, l 40-poundcr was an AII-OV AC 
performer. He was also a standout in track. 

JoJo, who is the son of John and Patty 
Rice, will attend West Virginia. 

COLBY SHRIVER, C!ay-Bnt!ellc -
This former Cce-Bcc had a big season from 
his linebacker post for Coach Ryan Wilson's 
team. 

The 6-0, 210-pounder recorded I 09 tack­
les, two forced fumbles and two recovered 
fumbles, He also ran for 4 I 4 yards and four 
touchdowns. 

Shriver was a second ·1cam all-stale sclcc~ 
tion, first team All-Mason Dixon, second 
cam AII-OV AC and Dominion Post All­
Arca team. 

Colby, who will attend Fairmont State, is 
the son of Terry and Angelia Shriver. 
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PICTURED IS the 2015 Ohio All-Star Team. Front row, from left, are head coach Jeremy McElroy (Beaver Local), J.C. 
Coleman (St. Clairsville), Kalub Mitchell (Harrison Central), Jack Fitch (Martins Ferry), Riley Hayhurst (Cambridge), Levi 
Brown (Monroe Central), Zach Connor (Indian Creek), Dylan Wood (Meadowbrook), Malik Gummer (St. Clairsville) and 
assistant coach Ed Weldger. Second row, from left, are assistant coach Charlie Dolnosich, Stone Romano (Steubenville 
Central), Bruce Burger (Martins Ferry), Eric Howell (Shadyside), Chase Hilliard (Beaver Local), Errik Snell (Cambridge), 
Moe Lathan (Cambridge), Lucas Herrington (Steubenvllle), Chaice Truex (St. John Central), Austin Mcconville (Bellaire) 
and assistant.coach Rich Shilling. Third row, from left, are assistant coach Jeff Weidger, Mitch Wells (Barnesville), Seth 
Bloor (Wellsville), Jared Heslop (Bridgeport), Jake Karovlc (Steubenville Central), Dillon Pointer (Buckeye Traff), Scott 
Hammond (Shadyside), Ethan Shannon (Edison), Hunter Westlake (Bellaire) and assistant coach T.J. Osbon. Fourth row, . 
from left, are assistant coach Aaron West, Colton Wright (River), Jacob Quinn (Meadowbrook), Darin Neff (Meadowbrook), 
Cody Beavers (Martins Ferry), Austin Lawrence (Beaver Local), Jason Sims (Beaver Local), Jonathan Bodkin (Martins 
Ferry) and assistant coach Dave Allen. Top row, from left, are managers Paine Allen, Noah West and Michael Clendennon. 

ootb II • IS back 
• 70th annual Mumley OVAC Game set for tonight 

By SETH STASKEY 
nmes Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - The practices are com­
plete, the trash-talking is ongoing and ever­
lasting friendships have been formed. 

Game day for the 70th annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic has arrived. 

Players from Ohio and West Virginia 
wrapped up their preparations with a final 
practice on Saturday. Both teams will go 
through a brief walk through this morning 
before making their way to Wheeling 
Island Stadium for tonight's game, which is 
scheduled to kick off at 7: 15 p.m. 

"We're in good spirits and ready to play 
the game," Ohio head coach Jeremy 
McEiroy said. "The week's gone by quick­
ly and everything's been first class. It's just 
an awesome experience for the kids and the 
coaches." 

Both West Virginia head coach Ian 
Whittington and McElroy are first-time 
coaches in the annual game. 

"Having the week come to an end is a lit­
tle bittersweet," Whittington said. "We're 
definitely going to miss these kids. We've 
formed a relationship with them. They've 
done anything and everything we've asked 
of them because they're genuinely great 
kids." 

While the week's been enjoyable and the 
relationships have formed, both sides want 
to cap it off with a victory. 

OVAC ALL-STAR FOOTBALL 
Who: Ohio vs. West Virginia 
When: Tonight, 7:15 p.m. 
Where: Wheeling Island Stadium 
Tickets: Avallable at the gate for $10. 
Radio: AM 1600 
Television: WTOV-9 

work. This might be an all-star game, but 
· these kids want to win the gan1e, too." 

As for on the field, both head coaches are 
anxious to see how the lines match up with 
one another. Both feature plenty of size and 
athleticism. 

"Our defensive line has some of the best 
athletes in this game," Whittington said. 
"We know Ohio is big and massive, but we 
feel our strength is our defensive line, so 
it'll be interesting to see that matchup." 

McElroy firmly believes the Buckeyes 
boast a bevv of ~uvs who are canahle nf 

prises, but in the end it comes down to 
blocking and tackling." 

West Virginia won't settle on its starting 
quarterback until game time, according to 
Whittington. It was a true battle all week 
between Jesse Padlow, Zach Heasley, 
Aaron Walker and William Lurch. 

"We gave each guy equal reps and equal 
chance and we've not come up with a depth 
chart yet, but all four will play," 
Whittington said. • 

The Mountaineers - unlike Ohio -
will utilize a handful of guys on both sides 
of the ball. McE!roy, meanwhile, didn't 
completely rule out the possibility, but 
would like to platoon as much as possible. 

Cody Rine is scheduled to start at both . 
right guard and defensive tackle for West 
Virginia. Zak Kriechbaum will get the start 
at wide receiver and coroerbak. 

Theo Blackston will sec tin1e at running 
back and start at defensive end. Juce 
Neville is another player who will see time 
both ways, playing at running back and cor­
ner. 

Chimechi Oparanozie, who missed the 
entire season at Linsly, will get the start at 
running back. Peyton Palmer will serve as 
the fullback. 

Also slated to start up front are Henry 
Gompers, Elliott O'Brien, Dane Mills and 
Scott Kubancik. 

The Mountain State defense will be led 
by Linsly product Chuckwudi Chuckwu, 
,.,l,n Ufl...:u:-,..~~- __ :,1 11!- -- ___ ,.J -- -.L -·· 
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PICTURED IS the 2015 Ohio All-Stai, Team. Front row, from left, are head coach Jeremy McElroy (Beaver Local), J.C. 
Coleman (St. Clairsville), Kalub 'Mitchell (Harrison Central), Jack Fitch (Martins Ferry), Riley Hayhurst (Cambridge), Levi 
Brown (Monroe Central), Zach Connor (Indian Creek), Dylan Wood (Meadowbrook), Malik Gummer (St. Clairsville) and 
assistant coach Ed Weidger. Second row, from left, are assistant coach Charlie Dolnoslch, Stone Romano (Steubenville 
Central), Bruce Burger (Martins Ferry), Erle Howell (Shadyside), Chase Hilliard (Beaver Local), Errik Snell (Cambrld~e), 
Moe Lathan (Cambridge), Lucas Hen:ington (Steubenville), Chalce Truex (St. John Central)i Austin McConvIlle. (Bellaire) 
and as~lstant coach Rich Shilling. Third row, from left, are assistant coach Jeff Weldger, Mitch Wells (Barnesville), Seth 
Bloor (\(Vellsville), Jared Heslop (Briqgeport), Jake Karovic (Steubenville Central), Dillon Pointer (Buckeye Trail), Scott 
Hammo),d (Shaqyside), Ethan qhannon (Edison), Hunter Westlake (Bellaire) and assistant coach T.J. Osbon. Fourth row, , 
from le~. a.re assistant coach Aaron West, Colton Wright (River), Jacob Quinn (Meadowbrook), Darin Neff (Meadowbrook), 
Cody B,:iavers (Martins Ferry), Austi~ Lawrence (Beaver Local), Jason Sims (Beaver Local), Jonathan Bodkin (Martins 
Ferry) ~d assistant coach Dave!All~ni Top row, from left, are managers Paine Allen, Noah West and Michael Clendennen • 

• IS 
• 70th annual Mumley OVAC Game set for tonight 
By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Edttor 

BETHANY - The practices are com, 
plcte, the trash-talking is ongoing and ever­
lasting friendships have been fom1ed. 

Game day for the 70th annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic has arrived. 

Players from Ohio and West Virginia 
wrapped up their preparations with a final 
practice on Saturday. Both teams will go 
through a brief walk through this morning 
before making their way to Wheeling 
Island Stadium for tonight's game, which is 
scheduled to kick off at 7: 15 p.m. 

"We're in good spirits a!ld ready to play 
the game," Ohio head coach Jeremy 
McElroy said. "Tbe week's gone by quick­
ly and everything's been first class. It's just 
an awesome experience for the kids and the 
coaches," 

Both West Virginia head coach Ian 
Whittington and McElroy are first-time 
coaches in the annual game. 

"Having the week come to an end is a lit­
tle bittersweet," Whittington said. ''.We're 
definitely going to nuiss these kids. We've 
formed a relatioru;hip with them. They've 
done anything and everything we've asked 
of them because they're genuinely great 
kids." 

Whlle the week's been enjoyable and the 
relationships have formed, both sides want 
to cup it off with a victory. . 

"Our guys are chomping at the bit," 
Whittington said. "This is an extremely 
hungry team that's bunded together like a 
group of brothers. This is probably the 
fustest I've ever seen a team come together. 
Teams where kids grow up in the same 
town probably don't gel as quickly as this 
team did." 

Thci Ohio squad has been fairly reserved 
this week at the events, but McElroy is per­
fectly OK with that mentality. 

"The chemistry of this team has been 
great because we have a lot of guys who 
are like silent assassins," McEJroy said. 
"They"re not a big· show team or do much 
talking (publically), but they're looking for­
ward to going to compete and going to 

I 

WELLS' • BLOOR 

• 

OVAC ALL-STAR FOOTBALL 
Who: Ohio vs. West Virginia 
When: Tonight, 7:15 p.m. 
Where: Wheeling Island Stadium 
Tickets: Available at the gate for $10 .. 
Radio: AM 1600 
Television: WTOV-9 

work. This nuight be un all-star game, but 
· these kids want to win the game, too." 

As for on the field, both head coaches are 
anxious to see how the lines match up with 
one another. Both feature plenty of size and 
athleticism. 

"Our defeusive line has some of the best 
athletes in this game," Whittington said. 
''We know Ohio is big and massive, but we 
feel our strength is our defensive line, so 
it'll be interesting to see that matchup." 

McElroy firmly believes the Buckeyes 
boast a bevy of guys who are capable of 
conning through with a big play, so his skill 
guys on the. perimeter against West 
Virginia's secondary is another. matchup to 
keep an eye on, according to the Ohio boss. 

"I think we have a nice group ·of skill 
guys, but actually our entire team has a Jot 
of quality players," McElroy said. 

Unlike games throughout the season, 
both McElroy and Whittington find them­
selves in a rather unfamiliar spot with no 
type of scouting report on the other team. 

"That's one of the intriguing parts of this 
game," McElroy said. "There are set rules 
in other all-star games I've been a part of, 
but this is basically like like a regular sea.­
son game. In the end, however, football is 
football. I am sure there will be a few sure 

prises, but in the end it comes down to 
blocking und tackling." 

West Virginia woO:t settle on its starting 
quarterback until game time, according to 
Whittington. It was a true battle all week 
between Jesse Padlow, Zach Heasley, 
Aaron Walker and William Larch. 

• "We gave each guy equal reps and equal 
chance and we've not come up with a depth 
chart yet, but all four will play," 
Whittington said. • 

The Mountaineers - unlike Ohio -
will utilize a hundful of guys on both sides 
of the ball. McElroy, meanwhile, didn't 
completely rule out the possibility, but 
would like to platoon as much as possible. 

Cody Rine is scheduled to start at both . 
right guard and defensive tackle for West 
Virginia. Zak Kriechbaum will get the start 
at wide receiver and comerbak. 

Theo Blackston will see time at running 
back and start at defensive end. Jace 
Neville is another player who will see time 
both ways, playing at running back and cor­
ner. 

Chimechi Oparanozie, who missed the 
entire season at Linsly, will get the start at 
running back. Peyton Palmer will serve as 
the fullback. 

Also slated to start up front are Henry 
Gompers, Elliott O'Brien, Dane Mills and 
Scott Kubancik. 

The Mountain State defense will be led 
by Linsly product Chuckwudi Chuckwu, 
who Whittington said, "is as good as adver­
tised." 

Nick Anderson will get the call at defen­
sive tackle. Dylan Anderson and Zahire 
Hicks are set to start at inside backers, 
while Josh Miller and Walker will see time 
at outside.· 

Brendan Schwendeman will roam at free 
safety. 

"I feel confident with all of our groups," 
Whittington said. "All of the kids have pro­
vided immense effort every day. I hope 
they're ready to show what they're capable 
of." 

Ohio's offense will be triggered by 
Chaice Truex. Mo Lathan und Levi Brown 

See, OVAC, Page C2 
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ABOVE: Pictured are the 
Ohio linemen and kicker 
for tonight's game. Front 
row, from left, are Jake 
Karovic, Jon Bodkin, Jared 
Heslop, Dillon Pointer and 
Mitch Wells. Standing, 
from left, are Colton 
Wright, Seth Bloor, Austin 
Lawrence, Darin Neff, 
Jason Sims and Cody 
Beavers. 
AT LEFT: Pictured are the 
Ohio running backs. 
Kneeling, from left, are 
Bruce Burger, Levi Brown 
and Mo Lathan. Standing, 
from left, are Ethan 
Shannon, Hunter 
Westlake, Stone Romano 
and Erle Howell. 
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OVAC All-Star Rosters 

OHIO 
No, Name HI Wgt Pos. School 
1 Malik Gummer 5-10 160 WfVCB SL Clalrsvlle 
2 Dylan Wood 5-7 160 WR/S Meadovrorook 
3 Zach CoMor 6-0 220 RBllB Indian Creek 
5 Levi Brown 5-5 155 RB/DB Monroe Central 
6 Riley Heyhursl 6-0 165 WR/S Cambiidge 
7 Jack Rich 6-0 165 WR/S Martins Feny 
8 KaltJb Mitchell 6-0 170 WfVCB Harrison Cenlrai 
9 J.C. Cclaman ll-1 170 WfVCB SL Claisvllle 
1 o Austin McCOflville 6-0 165 S/LB Bellaire 
12 Chalce Truex 6-6 245 QMJE SI. Jolvl 
14 Lucas Herrington 6-1 170 WR/S Sleubenville 
20 Moo Lalhan 5-10 185 RBIS Cambridge 
21 Emk Snell 5-10 175 WfVCB Cambridge 
22 Chase Hilliard 6-1 165 OBIS Beaver Local 
29 Erle Howell 6-2 205 RB/OE Shadyside 
32 Bruce Burger 6-0 220 RMB Met11ns Ferry 
33 Slone Romeno 6-0 225 RMB Steubenville CC 
34 Hunter Westlake 6-1 195 WRi1.B Bellaire 
40 Ethan ShaMon 5-10 195 RMB Edison 
44 Scott Hammond 6-1 190 TE/DE Shadyside 
52 Dillon Pointer 6-2 250 OUDL Buckeye Trail 
54 Jake Karovlc 6-1 295 QUOT Steubenville CC 
55 Jerad Heslop 6-0 260 OUDL Bridgeport 
56 Seth Bloor 6-1 260 OUDL Wellsville 
60 Mitch Wells 6-2 270 CIDT , Barnesville 
66 Jon Botlkin 5-7 240 CIDT Martins Feny 
70 Jason Sims 6-1 320 OT/OT Beaver local 
75 Auslln Lawrence 6-4 255 OT/OT Beaver Local 
77 Cody Beavers 6-2 230 OGIDT Mar1lns Feny 
78 Darin Neff 6-5 320 OT/OT Meadovrorook 
85 Jacob Quinn 6-4 204 TE/DE Meadowbrook 
88 Coltoo Wright 6-2 160 KIP River 
Head Ccacll: Jeremy McElroy 
Assistant Coaches: David Allen, Cherlle Dolnosich, T .J. Osbon, Rich Shillng, 
Jelfray Weldger, Ed Weidger, Aaron West 
Managers: Paine Allen, Tucker McElroy, Noah West 
Teem Doctor. Dr. William Baller 
Trainer: Melanie Cheek 

WEST VIRGINIA 
No. Name HL WL Pos. School 
1 Jesse Padlow 6-2 160 QB Bishop Donahue 
2 Jace Neville 5-8 175 WR/DB Unlverslly 
3 Josh Miller 6-3 1 BS WR/OLB Bishop Donahue 
5 Micah Swiger 5-7 140 WR/DB Oak Glen 
6 Aaron Walker 6-0 200 QB/OLB Brooke 
7 Willlem Larch 6-1 215 QBIOLB Weir 
8 Zak Krnichbaum 5-10 160 WR/DB Llnsly 
9 ll!m SdMerdnm 5-1 o 170 RB/OBI South 
10 Trevor Boot 6-3 215 TE/DE South 
12 Zach Heasley 6-4 230 QB/OE Paden City 
14 Garrett Caln 6-1 190 WR/S Morgantown 
20 Austin Coonell 6-0 220 DE/TE Madonna 
22 Oiredi (Jrmm2ia 5-11 240 RB Llnsly 
2B Jo Jo Rice 5-6 140 WR/DB Weir 
32 Zahir Hicks 6-0 205 RMB Weir 
33 CW...W Chd<I\IJ 6-1 230 OUDE Linsly 
34 J.mr)' Slaela 6-0 220 FBI:€ C1JtBa11ei! 
40 Derek Met11n 5-10 175 LB Cameron 
44 Theo Blackston 6-1 235 RB/DE Wheelng Perk 
45 Colby Shrlver 6-0 210 RBllB Clay•Bettelle 
52 Peyton Palmer . 6-0 235 FBIDE Valley 
54 Scott Kubanclk 6-5 210 DUDE John Marshell 
55 Noah Mills 5-10 245 OUDL Oak Glen 
58 Dylan Anderson 6-2 225 LB Morgantown 
60 Nick Anderson 6-2 270 OUDL Tyler Consolidated 
63 Henry Gompers 6-2 215 • OUDL Wheeling Perk • 
66 Peter Hartzell 6-0 230 OUDL Wheeling Central 
70 Dane Mills 6-1 260 OUDL South 
75 Elliott O'Bnen 6-4 275 OUDL Wheeltng Perk 
77 Chase Padlow 6-4 250 OUDL John Marshall 
78 Cody Rine 6-4 290 OL/DL Brooke 
60 Alex Whorton 6-1 170 WR/S John Marshall 
88 Mi:eh Boles 5-9 150 1W Sooth 
Heed Geach: Ian Whltllngloo 
Assislanl Coaches: Ted Arneault, Johnny Bonar, Frank Crain, Michael 
Demsler, Chris Hill, llm Ickes, Nathan Parry. 
Managers: Devon Crain, Noah Flowers 
Team Doctor. Dr. Robert Jones. 
Trainers: Herb Minch. 

eOVAC--
conunued from Page C1 

wil split the carries at 
tailback with Stone 
Romano serving as the full­
back. 

When the Buckeyes go to 
the air.Malik Gummer and 
Errik Snell are slated to get 
the first look at receiver. 
Lucas Herrington had been 
penciled ill as a starter, but 
was injured during 
Saturday's practice and 
isn't expected to play 
tonight. 

The Oµio line will be 
anchored by Jonathan 
Bodkin ht center. Seth 
Bloor wilt serve as the right 
guard. Jake Karovic is set 
to open at left guard, while 
Jason Sims and Darin Neff 
are the ri ht and left tack­
les, respe lively. 

On the defensive side of 
the ball, hadyside book­
ends Seo t Hammond and 
Eric Ho ell will open at 
the ends ts. 

"Thos guys are both 
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Lawrence, Darin Nell, 
Jason Sims and Cody 
Beavers. 
AT LEFT: Pictured are the 

• Ohio running backs. 
Kneeling, from left, are 
Bruce Burger, Levi Brown 
and Mo Lathan. Standing, 
from left, are Ethan 
Shannon, Hunter 
Westlake, Stone Romano 
and Eric Howell. 
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68 Collon Wright 6-2 160 KIP River 
Head Coach: Jeremy McEiroy 
Assistant Coaches: David Alen, Charlie Dolnoslcli, T.J. Osbon, Rich Shi~, 
Jeffrey Wei<lger, Ed Weidger, Aaron West 
Managers: Paine Allen, Tucker Mc8roy, Noah West 
Team Doctor: Dr. William Baller 
Trainer: Melanie Cheek 

WEST VIRGINIA 
No. Name HI. WL Pos. 
1 Jesse Pedlow 6-2 160 QB 
2 Jace Neville 5-8 175 WR/DB 
3 Josh MIiier 6-3 185 WR/OLB 
5 Micah Swiger 5-7 140 WR/DB 
6 Aaron Welker 6-0 200 QB/OLB 
7 Wuliam Larch 6-1 215 OB/OLB 
B Zak Kreichbaum 5-10 180 WR/DB 
9 Bren~ 5-10 170 RB/DB/ 
10 Trevor Boot 6-3 215 TE/DE 
12 Zach Heasley 6-4 230 OB/DE 
14 GarrettCaln 6-1 190 WR/S 
20 Auslin Connell 6-0 220 DE/TE 
22 Chrrati (\:,lra1Jzil 5-11 240 RB 
28 Jo Jo Rice 5-6 140 WR/DB 
32 Zehir Hicks 6-0 205 RB/LB 
33 Ou<\\\lj iJu:klllJ 6· 1 230 Ol.ill E 
34 Jacro/ Sllei9 6-0 220 RS!JE 
40 Derek Mar11n 5-10 175 LB 
44 Theo Blackslon 6-1 235 RB/DE 
46 Colby Shriver 6-0 210 RB/LB 
52 Peyton Palmer 6-0 235 FBIDE 
54 Scott Kubanclk 6-5 210 OlJDE 
55 Noah Mills 5-10 245 OIJDL 
58 Dylan Anderson 6-2 225 LB 
60 Nick Anderson 6-2 270 OlJDl 
63 Henry Gompers 6-2 215 Ol.illl 
66 Peler Hartzell 6-0 230 Ol.illl 
70 Dane Mills 6-1 260 Ol.illl 
75 Elliott O'Brien 6-4 275 OLJDL 
77 Chase Pedlow 6-4 250 Ol.illl 
78 Cody Rine 6-4 290 OlJDl 
BO Alex Whorton 6-1 170 WR/S 
68 M<ah Boles 5-9 150 KIP 
Head Coach: Ian Whlttinglon 

School 
Bishop Donahue 
Universily 
Bishop Donahue 
Oak Glen 
Brooke 
Weir 
Unsly 
Soulh 
South 
Paden Cily 
Morgantown 
Madonna 
Unsly 
Weir 
Weir 
Linsly 
Clay-8attel'll 
Cameron 
Wheeling Park 
Clay-Battelle 
Valley 
John Marshail 
Oak Glen 
Morgantown 
T~er Consolidated 
Wheeling Park 
Wheeling Central 
South 
Wheeling Park 
John Marshall 
Brooke 
John Marshall 
Soolh 

Assistant Coaches: Ted Ameeull, Johnny Bonar, Frank Crain, Michael 
Demsler, Chris H~. Tim Ickes, Nalhan Pany. 
Managers: Devon Crain, Noah Flowers 
Team Doctor: Dr. Robert Jones. 
Trainers: Herb Minch. 
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wil split the carries at 
tailback with Stone 
Romano serving as the full­
back. 
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When the Buckeyes go to 
the air,Malik Gummer and 
Errik Snell are slated to get 
the first look at receiver. 
Lucas Herrington had been 
penciled in as a starter, but 
was injured during 
Saturday's practice and 
isn't expected to play 
tonight. 

The Ohio line will be 
anchored by Jonathan 
Bodkin at center. Seth 
Bloor will serve as the right 
guard. Jake Karovic is set 
to open at left gnard, while 
Jason Sims and Darin Neff 
are the right and left tack­
les, respectively. 

On the defensive side of 
the ball, Shadyside book­
ends Scott Hammond and 
Eric Howell will open at 
the end spots. 

"Those guys are both 
tough," McElroy said. 
"They're very quick and 
good with their hands." 

Jacob Quinn and Cody 
Beavers will line up at the 
defensive tackles. 

Zach Connor will serve 
as the middle linebacker. 
He 'JI be flanked by Ethan 
Shannon and Bruce Burger. 

Austin Mcconville will 
get the start at strong safe­
ty, while Riley Hayhurst 
will open at free safety. J.C. 
Coleman and Jack Fitch 
will start at corners. 

Both teams like their 
kicking games. Ohio's 
placekicking will be han­
dled by River's Colton 
Wright. West Virginia's 
kicker is Micah Boles. 
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10th OVAC Rudv Mumlev All-Star Game tonight 
Ohio's roster 
Includes eight 
local players 
JEFF HARRISON 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

WHEELING WV' -
After a ;,veek of.preparations 
and goine-related activities, 
it's time to kick thing,l off 
at the '70th Annunl OVAC 
Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Grune. 

Wben the ball hits the toe 
at 7:15 p.m. at Wheeling 
Island Stadium, bragging 
rights between Ohio and 
West Vrrginia will once 
again be on the line for more 
than 60 of the conference's 

. top gridiron talent from last 
season . 
• GuidingtheOhioAII-Stars 
in the contest will be Jeremy 

-McEiroy of Beaver Locnl 
W4!1e ]he West Virginia 
teatn._ 'f' piloted by . Ian 
Wbitth:lgton of Oak Glen. 

Jeff HerrlBOll/The Dally Jeffersonian 

The Ohio All-Star Football Team 

Jeff Herrlaon/The Dally Jeffersonian 

There \;ire eight players 
from· tJie 111?'1 area in this 
year's game·" wide rec;eiv­
er/safety Dyllll) Wood of 
Meado¥nook; w~de receiv­
er/snfety Riley Hayhurst 
of Caµibridge; f1l1llling 
back/safety Moe La~ of 
Crunbridge; wide receiver,' 
cornerbjick Errik Snell of\ 
Crunbri~ge; center/defen­
sive tacltle Mitchell Wells of 
Bamesvf" e; offensive tack­
le/defe ive tackle Darin 
Neff f Meadowbrook; 
offensi e lineman/line­
backer i Dillon Pointer of 
Buckey~. Trail; and tight 
end/deij,nsive end Jacob 

The West Virginia All-Star Football Team 
Qitilw,qfMeadowbroo)(. .. McDonald's. \ All-Star, 

The Qhio terun opted not Band Coordinator; Dr. 
to select team captains, but Dianna Vargo, George 

·instead' four players· will Strager Evening with the· 
take part in the coin• toss Starts Coordinator; Steve 
prior to the game -Martins Kish, Jr,, the IO-Year 
Ferry's Bruce Burger, Indian Reunion Coordinator; and 
Creek's Zach Connor, John Howell, the 50-Year 
Beaver Local's Jason Reunion Coordinator. Kelly 
Sims imd Steubenville's Lancia will coach the Ohio 
Lucas Herrington. cheering squad 
R e p o r t e d I y , while Stephanie 
Herrington suffered Starcher of 'fyler 
an injury at camp Consolidated is 
and will be unable the West Vrrginia 
to play in the game. coach. 

Ohio eked out a 27-26 win - The game officials are 
in last Yi~'s grune to boost Bob Mills of Belmont (ref­
its ovel1lll series record to eree); Bill Kihn of Hopedale 
43-25-1, including a 28-14- (µmpire); Greg Hall of 
I mark since the OVAC Calcutta (linesman); Robin 
assumed sponsorship of the Reed of Vienna, WV (line 
game in 1972. judge); John Murray of 

EXTRA POINTS Steubenville (field judge) 
Pavid Hulme of Clarksburg 
WV (side judge); and Mike 
Reese of Martins Ferry 
(pack judge), This year's 
aonorary Official is Jim 

- Bob Koch of Cameron 
is once again serving as the 
Game Director. Other in 
charge of the various aspects 
include Joyce Tmgle, Queen 
of Queens Coordinator; 
Ben McPherson, OVAC See OVAC page B-2 

Riley Hayhurst 
Cam,bridge 

Dylan Wood 
Meadowbrook 

Moe Lathan 
Cambridge 

Darin Neff 
Meadowbrook· 

Errik Snell 
Cambridge 

Jacob Quinn 
Meadowbrook 

Dillon Pointer 
Buckeye Trail 
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All-Star Camp Starts Today 
Ohio selects linemen 
for next Sunday's tilt 

By SETH STASKEY 

the game and blending the players 
begins. 

(Steubenville Catholic Central), 
Austin Lawrence (Beaver Local), 
Darin Neff (Meadowbrook), Jacob 
Quinn (Meadowbrook), Jason Sims 
(Beaver Local), Mitchell Wells (Bar­
nesville). 

"We've talked to the guys aod we 
hope they come in ready to go," 
McE!roy said. 

For the Suuday News-Register 
MARTINS FERRY - They don't 

always get all of the recognition, but 
Ohio head coach Jeremy McElroy 
certainly knows the value of line play 
in high school football. 

"We like our linemen. They're big 
and they're athletics. Most of them 
can move really well." 

Here's a look at the players: 
11 Beavers, Martins Ferry - Tilis 

former Purple Rider was a two-way 
standout on the line for Coach Dave 
Bruney's squad. 

The Beaver Local head coach, who 
will guide the Buckeye State during 
next Sunday's 70th annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Football 
Game, went out seeking players who 
could run and pass block. 

Finding the balance for offensive 
and defensive linemen is of the 
utmost importance for McElroy and 
his staff this week. The 6-2, 230 pounder lined up_ at 

guard and defensive end for the Rid­
ers and earned four letters. He was 
named a "Defensive Block of 
Granite." 

"Keeping guys fresh will be a big 
key," McElroy said. 

With camp opening today at 
Bethany College, the work toward 

Battling for the spots on the line 
are: Cody Beavers (Martins Ferry), 
Seth Bloor (Wellsville), Jonathan 
Bodkin (Martins Ferry), Scott Ham­
mond (Shadyside), Jake Karov1c 

See, CAMP, 
PageB2 

CAMP-----------
Continued from page BI 

Beaver, who plans to attend Belmont 
College, is the son of Jack and Penny 
Beavers. 

1111 Bloor, Wellsville - This former 
Tiger saw time at a number of positions. 
The 6-1, 260 pounder lined up at defensive 
end aod tackle as well as offensive guard 
and tackle. Bloor was a first-team all­
OVAC, all-Quad County performer. 
Setl1, who plaos to wrestle at Wheeling 
Jesuit, is the son of Shawn and Cassandra 
Bloor. 

Ill Bodkin. Martins Ferry - This former 
Purple Rider anchored the offensive line. 
The 5-7, 240 pounder also played at defen­
sive tackle en route to all-OV AC and all 
Buckeye 8 honors. He plans to wrestle at 
West Liberty, and is the son of John aod 
Shauna Bodkin. 

Ill Carroll, Indian Creek - Tllis two­
way performer was a three-year mainstay. 
The 6-1, 205 pounder lined up defensive 
end and guard en route to all-district aod 
honorable mention all-state. 
Luke, who is tl1e son of Rick and Luanne 
Carroll, plans on attending Hocking Col­
lege. 

111 HU01mond, Shadyside - This defen­
sive end served as a menace to opposing 
offenses. The 6-l, 190 pounder recorded 
13 .5 sacks and 41 tackles for the Tigers 
last season en route to Eastern District 
Defensive Player of the Y car, first-teU01 all­
Ohio, all-OV AC honors. TI1e son of Kathy 
aod Clyde Hammond, he plans on attend­
ing Belmont College. 

1111 Karovic, Steubenville-Catholic Cen­
tral - This former Crusader was a main-. 
stay at guard. The 6-1, 295 pounder let-

tered three time as a Crusader en route to 
being named a 'Block of Granite." Karovic, 
who plans on attending Cincinnati, is the 
son of Ed aod Heather Karovic. 
■ Lawrence, Beaver Local - This for­

mer Beaver standout did it on both sides of 
the line. The 6-4, 255 pounder was named 
his teU01's offensive linemao oft11e year 
aod all-OVAC. He is the son of John and 
Shaoa Lawrence. 
• ■ Neff, Meadowbrook - This former 

Colt was an impressjve two-way performer. 
The 6-5, 320 pounder was muned all-East­
ern District, all-OV AC and all-ECOL. 
Neff, who plans on attending Wheeling 
Jesuit, is the son of Jeffrey and Julie Neff. 
■ Quinn, Meadowbrook - This former 

Colt shined at a number of spots during his 
career. The 6'4, 205 pounder saw lime at 
receiver, tight end, strong safety and defen­
sive end. He was ao all-Eastern Dislrict 
performer. Along with football, Quinn was 
a standout in baseball. He plans on attend­
ing Bethany College. 

Ill Sims, Beaver Local - This two-way 
tackle was an impressive performer. The 6-
1, 320 pounder lettered four times and was 
nU01ed all-OV AC as well as all-Quad 
County. The son of Tracy Sullivan, he 
plaos on attending Alderson-Broaddus. 
■ Wells, Barnesville - This former 

Shamrock aochored the line. The 6-2, 270 
pounder lined up at center during his prep 
career. Defensively, he finished with 48 
tackles, including 20 solo. He was named 
all-Eastern District and received the senior 
teU01 leadership award. Wells, who plans to 
attend Marietta College, is the son of Rich 
aod Amy Wells. 



INSIDE The Times Leader 

Scoreboard /84 PORTS 
OVAC stars report for camp 
By KIM NORTH . their_room as~ignments. "Actually, on Mcconville led the Big Reds in Times Leader Sports Wrrter ~Y side of things such as the kids get- tackles last season. 

BETHANY - The countdown to 
the 70th annual Rudy Mumley Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference All Star 
Football Game started Sunday morn­
ing when the players and coaches 
converged on the Bethany College 
campus for check-in day. The game 
will be played Sunday at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. Kickoff is set for 
7:15 p.m. 

According to Game Director Bob 
Koch, so far, so good. 

"It's looking really good this year. 

tmg_ their paperwork in and all the The final rosters will be released behmd-the-scenes stuff went real today during a noon press conference well." _ _ also at .Bethany College. Players wer~ Koch smd m 2014 there was a lot to receive pre-camp physicals Sunday of change in the staff, but there is a and have their initial team meeting. lot of returnees this year that helped Following dinner, both squads were make is smoother. to take part in their first practice of "There's only been minimal the week-long camp. change in the rosters since the coach- This summer wIII be Koch's 15th es selected the players," Koch added. as game director, a job that is _a year­Ohio UllllOUnced a player change as round endeavor, He has seen II grow Bellaire standout Austin Mcconville m '~Avancoeutyploefodfiffitherenbt ways!. h dd d I Ind' , e 1gges c anges was a e to rep ace rnn Creek s are in the coaching staffs and technol-Jordan Herald. ogy available to the players and 

SECTION 

B 
Monday, 

July 20, 2015 

We've got a real good turnout," he 
said as the players went through the 
check-in procedures inside the 
Thomas Phillips Johnson Health and 
Recreation Center and then received 

"It was a last-minute decision," coaches," Koch explained. "The kids Koch said of the Redskins' senior have the iPads, cellphones and all dif­opting not to play. "He wanted to ferent kinds of social media available play, but he had a recent medical pro­
cedure that prevented him." See, OVAC, Page 82 

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH RIVER'S COLTON Wright, Jett, and St. Clalrsvllle's J.C. Coleman check in at Bethany College Sunday morning for the 70th annual Rudy Mumiey Ohio Valley Athletic Conference All-Star Football Game. 

eOVAC-------
conlinued from Page 81 

now. rirtccn years ago 
when t look over as game 
director, you didn't even 
have a cellphone. . 

"The players were kmd 
of isolated fur tl week." 

setup as far as distributing 
stuff getting stuff out and 
getting stuff in," he 
explained. "That has all 
pretty much stayed the 
same." 

Weather, sometimes, The change in coaches 
brings a younger breed to 
the sidelines, Koch 
revealed. 

poses a problem, but Koch 
admillcd he's only looked 
as far ahead as Tuesday. 

"I JUSt checked the radar, 
but I know bow it changes. 
So I only look a couple _of 
days in adv~ncc," he said. 
"It will be mcc not to have 
rain for a couple of days." 

"Wilen I took over you 
bad all the veteran coaches 
coaching the game every 
year," he s~1\<l. "Now we 
have the younger guys 
coaching. It's just tile 
change of gcncn1t10ns." 

Ile said be able to work 
with different cuacl1cs and 
their staffs each ye:lf 1s one 
or the reasons he's been 
able lo serve ·m his capucity 
for sn long. 

"Some of 1hc coaches 
have been ,,round for 
.iwhilc hut the kids clmng,c 

' 'I "Tl each year," he sa1t. IC 
kit.ls only get once clrnncc 
to play In this g~nnc." 

There llas been one coll-
stant, however. 

"We have a prL~lly good 

Tile Ohta squad will be 
Jed by Beaver Local's 
Jeremy McElroy. Oak 
Glen· s Jan Whittington will 
coach the W.Va. team. 

There will be several 
activities throughout the 
week game-related, inciud-
i ng the "George Strager 
Night with the Stars''. on 
Thursday night and Fnday 
night's Queen of Queens 
Pageant. 

North can be reached at 
knorth@timeslcadcro11li11e. 
com. 

OVAC 
(Continued from Page 11) 
first practice was going to 
be a light one on Sunday to 
go over the assignments for 
the players. He is also up 
for the challenge of trying 
to put together a team in a 
week. 

"The fact that you have 
one week to put in special 
teams. offense defense and 
learn everything about 
these players, that's a chal­
lenging part of this game," 
Whittington said. "But it's 
also exciting. It's fun, you 
have to do everythin~ on 
the fly. There's no time, 
you just got to get it in." . 

The week is most excit­
ing for the athletes. They 
have the opportunity to 
strap on the pads to not 
only to represent their hig_h 
school, but represent the1r 
home state. Some wiII strap 
on their pads one final time, 
as they will ~o to college 
and not contmuc playmg 
football, while other play­
ers wiII be continuing their 
success in the sport they 
love. 

"I love this opportunity 
to come back and meet new 
people," Henry Gompers of 
Wheeling Park said. "I 
played in the North-South 

--. . 

Game, so I'll be coming 
into this fresh off another 
game. I can't wait for this 
week." 

Gompers will attend Ole 
Miss to study business. 

"I feel really blessed," 
Zach Heasley of Paden City 
said. "That's because God 
gave me the talent to be 
able to play the game of 
football and I'm blessed to 
represent Paden City High 
School well in this game." 
Heasley will soon go off to 
West Virginia Wesleyan to 
continue playing on the 
gridiron. 

The players are not the 
only ones that are going to 
be representing their state, 
but also the coaches as 
well. 

"I'm here rocking all 
West Virginia stuff because 
it's all about representing 
your state, representing 
your high school," Whit­
tington said. "But it's also 
about the experience of the 
OV AC All-Star Game. It's 
one of the biggest things 
the Ohio Valley does for 
football. It's an amazing 
experience. It's great for 
these kids and I want them 
to remember this for the 
rest of their lives." 

GREIPEL TAKES STAGE 15 &lt Jntellr9tnttr. MONDAY 
JULY 20, 2015 

COMICS ................•..... 14 
BUSINESS .................•••. 15 
CtASSIFIEDS ................• 16-20 

Andre Greipel gets third victory of Tour while 
Chris Froome still leads overall /12 ORTS 

OV AC All-Stars Check In 
By KYLE LUTZ 

Statr Writer 
BETHANY - Sunday 

morning was the beginning 
of a week that some foot­
ball players will never for­
get as they traveled up 8 8 
to Bethany College. It was 
check-in day and the first 
day of camp leading up to 
the 70th annual Rudy 
Muml.ey OV AC All-Star 
Football Game on Sunday, 
July 26. 

As always, there's a lot 
of work that is involved 
with getting the game set 
up, but the hard work pays 
off because the players are 
so enthused to he there and 
the community has their 

back. 
"I've told the kids every 

year that we are very fortu­
nate to he in the Ohio Val­
ley because the people do 
support it," All-Star Game 
Director Bob Koch said. 
"When they sell the pro­
gram ads, you look at the 
size of the football pro­
gram. The support we get; 
we're televised on TV, the 
coverage we get in the 
newspaper. I said, 'There's 
very few places in this 
country, I think, that have 
such a backing as we do in 
the Valley."' 

The teams will have the 
whole week to practice and 
to get to know each other 

before the big game. ·sun­
day, for the most part, was 
for the pl_ayers to get to 
know their teammates. 

"It's exciting just to get 
to know them," Ohio head 
coach Jeremy McElroy 
said. "We've spoken to 
most of them, and met 
some of them before, but 
just to get to know a little 
more about them before we 
get started is really excit­
ing." 

With only a week to pre­
pare for the game, McEiroy 
feels like it is just the right 
amount of time. 

"I think it makes it a 
diallenge, but at the same 
time, we have a week and 

you have a full week of 
football without too many 
distractions," McEiroy said. 
"We have a Jot of time to 
teach and learn. It's not like 
we're working with guys 
who haven't played before. 
They have some knowledge 
and background. We're try­
ing to sec what they do best 
and emphasize that." 

On the West Virginia 
side, Head Coach Ian Whit­
tington and his staff are 
ready as well. Like Ohio, 
the first day was all about 
meeting and learning about 
the players and coaches. 
Whittington also said the 

Please See OVAC 
Page 13 

Photo by Kyle Lutz 
Wheeling Park's Henry Gompers gets his West Vir­ginia All-Star jersey during check ins. 
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Patience pays for Bellaire's Mcconville 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - Like most 
football players in the Ohio 
Valley, Austin Mcconville 
grew up dreaming of playing 
in the annual Rudy Mumiey 
OV AC All-Star Game. 

Bellaire school records and 
eventually earned All-Ohio 
accolades, McConville didn't 
pout or take to social media to 
rip the process or whine. 

when McElroy 
asked if he 
wanted to play. 

"Yeah I 
want to play," 
Mcconville 
said. "I was 
disappointed a 

brief heads up. Hunter 
Westlake, who is u member of 
the Buckeye squad, texted 
McConville. 

He simply took it like a 
man. 

The adage that good things 
to come to those who wait paid 
off again. 

"Hunter told me that Coach 
McElroy called him and asked 
him for my number," 
McConvillc said. 

Unfortunately, late in the 
spring a letter notifying the 
recent Bellaire graduate that 
he'd been chosen for Team 
Ohio never anived. 

Though disappointed after 
he put forth an impressive sen­
ior season in which he set two 

Just 18 hours before the 
teams reported to camp, 
Mcconville got a call from 
Ohio head coach Jeremy 
McElroy inviting him to play 
in this weekend's affair. 

McConvllle little bit when I 
didn't get 
picked origi­

nally, but I'm pumped and 
excited to be here and can't 
wait for Sunday to get to play." 

Though Mcconville was a 
bit surprised when he received 
McElroy's call, he did have a 

After getting the call, 
Mcconville and his family had 
to tum the process that many 
players have all spring nod 
summer to prepare over in just 
a few hours. 

McConville didn't hesitate 

• Mcconville 
Continued from Page B1 

coach Steve Antlrcs, who got him ~1is 

equipment. Then c:;rn1c packing,_ gcttmg 
.... tuff for camp 11110 the dmm tl_lat mclu~cd 
a quick trip to tile store befo.rc 1t wi1~ ~

1

1 f to 
[kthany College early Sunday 1110111111'='. . 

.. My fomily and I were all cau~llt o\~ 
guard by (!he call l"rom Coach McElroy), 
McConv1lk saHI. '·Gut, 1 ,un JUSI happy to 

Uc here." _ . 
Through each drill thus lar !n C?lllP, 

McConvillc has used tlCin~ lcit oll the 
orin1nal rosti.:r as motivation to show that 

he b0tongs. 
"It dcl'initely makes me feel lif.-c an 

undcr<lon and like L have lo l'..trn my spot 
here,. rvfcconvillc s<.mL" . 

Tl1c toughest part for McConvll_lc was 
worh.ing back into football shape. Smee he 
1.lidn'l Cxpccl to be playing and isn't pkll!­

ning on pluying collcg1~1ti;ly, h~ hadn l 
\.Vorked out mucl1 since \11s \\-n:stling cam-

paign ended in !ale Fcbruwry. .. _ 
"l was a little out of shape. so thi.: tnst 

few practices were rough:' _rv;cconv1~lc 
admitted. "l didn't get a lot ot time to pie­
pare for this wed\., but with each tm1c 
wc'n.'. on the fidd, l am getting more and 
more used to it." 

During the course or the_ sc~1son, 
McConvillc w,1s a t'1ck.\ing machine lor the 
Big Reels. Playing at his linebacker spot, 
McConvillc rccordccl 108.5 taclclcs, 
including a school-rcc_or~ 99 ~olo stops. 
He amassed that total m JUSt nine games. 
because he missed the \Vcek-2 encounter 

with John Marshall. . 
In a \Vcck-3 loss at Shadyside, 

McConvillc hacl more than 20 tackles. 
"I c,pcctcd a lot of out of myscl r,_"' 

McConv,llc saicl. "I was maybe a little bit 
sur1nised with how well I played, but I 

I 
., 

ex peeled to have a gooc season. 

Mcconville called Bellaire 

See, McConvllle, Page B2 



70th A 
Linemen 
Have A 
History 
Teammates Bloor, 
Bodkin were rivals 
and will be again 

By KIM NORTH 
For The Intelligencer 

BETHANY - From rivals 
to teammates to rivals again. 

Martins Ferry's Jonathan 
Bodkin and Wellsville's Seth 
Bloor were two of Ohio's top 
Division III high school heavy-
weight wrestlers last winter. 

This week 
they will team 
up to lead the 
Buckeyes in the 
trenches when 
the 7 0th annual 
Rudy Mumley 
Ohio Valley 
Athletic Confer­
ence All-Star 
Football Game 
kicks off at 
Wheeling Is­
land Stadium on 

. Sunday night 
'·"" H Q'W ever, 
• they will a~ain 
go into nval 
mode when col­
lege starts in 
the fall. Bodkin 
(5-foot-7, 240 

paunds) will continue his athlet-
ic and academic careers at West 
Liberty University, while Bloor 
(6-1, 260) has enrolled down 
the road at Wheeling Jesuit Uni­
versity 

While both will continue to 
wrestle at the collegiate level, 
their mindset is strictly on foot­
ball this week. 

"I think it will be fun to play 
Please See HISTORY, Page 17 

1:f:ISTORY ______ _ 
(Cqntlnued from Page 15) 
with him on the line," 
Bio.or admitted. "I don't 
dislike the guy. It was just 
a couple of wresthng 
matches. I did what I bad 
to do to win and he did 
the same. Now we're on 
the same team with the 
same mission." 

"I think it will be a 
great experience playing 
with him," Bodkin, the 
former Purple Riders cen­
ter~ said. "We haven't 
even talked about those 
matches. All three 
(matches) were wars, 
though. All three of them 
could've went either 
way." 

The duo hooked in a 
trio of matches that went 
right down to the final 
buzzer, and then some, 
with Bloor coming out on 
top each time in sudden 
death. The former Tigers 
standout prevailed in the 
Ron Mauck OV AC 285-
pound championship 
bout, the Pepsi-Ohio 
Coatings Panther Classic 
finals at Buckeye Local, 
and the state semifinals in 
Columbus. 

"I have a lot of respect 
for Jonathan when it 
comes to wrestling," 

Bloor said during media 
day Monday afternoon at 
Bethany College, where 
the Oh10 and West Vir­
ginia teams will practice 
for Sunday's contest, 
which begins at 7: 15 p.m. 
"He's good at what he 
does. He's hard to score 
on and makes the match 
his match." 

The two have known 
each other since junior 
high school when they 
competed in the OV AC 
Tournament. However, 
they didn't cross paths in 
high school until their 
senior seasons. 

"We all bond together 
as offensive linemen," 
Bodkin noted. "We all 
(kid) each other, but we 
all ·get a long." 

Both players think the 
trenches will be where the 
game is won. 

"The game is won up 
front and we've got a 
pretty good-sized group 
of ouys," Bodkin added. 

,Yif we don't make 
holes the running backs 
have nowhere to go," 
Bloor said. 

"We also have to give 
our 9,uarterback time to 
pass.' 

Game 
Patience 
Proves 
A Virtue 
Mcconville wants 
to take best shot 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelllgencer 

BETHANY - Like most 
football players in the Ohio Val­
ley, Austin Mcconville grew up 
dreaming of playing in the annu­
al Rudy Mumley OV AC All­
Star Game. 

Unfortunately, late in the 
spnng a letter notifying the 
recent Bellaire !;raduate that 
he'd been chosen tor Team Ohio 
never arrived. 

Though dis­
appointed after 
be put forth an 
impressive 
semor season 
in which he set 
two Bellaire 
school records 
and eventually 
earned All­
Ohio acco- McCONVILLE 
lades, Mc-
Co~ville dldn 't pout or take to 
social_ medta to rip the process 
or whine . 

He simply took it like a man. 
. The adage that good things to 
come to those who wnit paid off 
again. 

Just 18 hours before the 
teams reported to camp 
Mcconville got a call from Obi~ 
head._coac~ Jeremy McElroy 
lllVtttng htm to play in this 
weekend's affair. 

Mcconville dido 't hesitate 
when McElroy asked if be want­
ed to play. 

"Yeah, I want to play " 
M~Convlm, snid. "I was disap­
pomted a little bit when I dido 't 
Please See VIRTUE, Page 17 

VIRTUE 
(Continued from Page 15) 
get picked originally, but 
I'm pumped and excited to 
be here und can't wait for 
Sunday to get to plar." 

Though Mcconville was 
a bit surprised when he 
received McElroy's call, he 
did have a brief heads up. 
Hunter Westlake, who is u 
member of the Buckeye 
squad, texted Mcconville. 

"Hunter told me that 
Coach McElroy called him 
and asked him for my num­
ber," McConville said. 

After getting the call, 
Mcconville and his family 
bad to turn the process that 
many players have all spring 
and summer to prepare over 
in just a few hours. 

Mcconville called Bel­
laire coach Steve Andres, 
who got him his equipment. 
Then came packin~, getting 
stuff for camp rnto the 
dorm that included a quick 
trip to the store before it 
was off to Bethany College 
early Sunday morning. 

"My family and 1 were 
all caught off guard by (the 
call from Coach McE!roy)," 
IVicConville said. "But, I 

am just happy to be here.'' 
Through each drill thus 

far in camp, Mcconville 
has used being left off the 
original roster as motiva­
tion to show that he 
belongs. 

"It definitely makes me 
feel like an underdog and 
like I have to earn my spot 
here." Mcconville suid." 

The toughest part for 
Mcconville was working 
back into football shape. 
Since he didn't expect to be 
playing and isn't planning 
on playing collegiately, he 
hadn't worked out much 
since his wrestling cam­
paign ended in late Febru­
rnry. 

"I was a little out of 
shape. so the first few prac­
tices were rough," 
Mcconville admitted. "I 
didn't get a lot of time 10 

prepare for this week, but 
with each time we're on the 
field, I am getting more and 
more used to It.'' 

During the course of the 
season, Mcconville was a 
tackling machine for the 
Big Reds. Playing at his 
linebacker s8ot, 
Mcconville recorded 1 8.5 
tackles, including a school­
record 99 solo stops. He 
amassed that total rn just 
nine games. because be 
missed the Week-2 
encounter with John Mar­
shall. 

In a Week-3 Joss at 
Shadyside, McConville had 
more than 20 tackles. 

"I exl?,"cted a lot of out of 
myself, ' Mcconville snid. 
"I was maybe a little bit 
surprised with how well I 
played, but I expected to 
have u good season." 



Photo by Kyle Lutz 
Members of Team West Virginia pose for a picture during camp at Bethany 
this week In preparation for the OV AC Rody Munuey All-Star Football Game. 

Photo by Seth Staskey 
Members of Team Ohio pose for a picture during camp at Bethany this week In 
preparation for the OV AC Rudy Mumley AU-Star Football Game. 

King Football Ready to Reclaim Throne 
70th annual OV AC 
game will feature best 
from Ohio, W.Va. 

By KYLE LUTZ 
Staff Writer 

WHEELING - The day is finally 
here. After spending a week at Bethnny 
College with multiple practices each day, 
the players will make their way to 
Wheeling Lslnnd Stadium to compete in 
the 70th Annual OVAC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football Gurne tonight, with a 
kickoff time of 7: 15 p.m. 

"First of all, you hear about 70 years. 
The game has been i;oing on and what an 
amazing thing," Ohm head coach Jeremy 
McElroy said. "And all the people. You 
hear about past games and past experi­
ences with people playing in 11. They still 
talk about it today, maybe from 50 years 
ago. Itjustshows you how important it is 
and really humbling to see the people 
that been there before you. You look at 
the list of the people that played and 
coached. It's just a special thing with the 
history of football in this area." 

McElroy, who coaches at Beaver 
Local, is the first Beavers coach to coach 
in the all-star game. Under his watch, the 
Beavers run a no-huddle offense that the 

Officials Honored To 
Work All-Star Game 

By SETH STASKEY 
For the News-Register 

Ohio offense will be using. 
"We're going to do that here," McEl­

rox said. "It kind of changes because it 
will adapt to our players. Here, instead of 
a few feature athletes that we're going to 
give the ball in space, we probably have 
15 guys that we would love to get the 
ball to and make plays for us. 

"We'll use some different things, but 
our base package and working off what 
they know and what they do best." 

West Virginia will be ready to see 
what the Ohio offense has, as head coach 
Ian Whittington, who is the coach at Oak 
Glen, is going to try and force the pass. 

"Defensively, we are ~oing to run a 4-
4," Whittington said. "Like I said, we are 

going to try to stor, the run and make 
them throw the ball. ' 

West Virginia figures to have a strong 
offense. 

"We have very balanced attack," 
Whittington said. "We have two monster 
tailbacks. We're going to get them the 
ball and we also have some speed out at 
wideout und some big wideouts, too. 
We're going to be balanced. I don't see a 
one-tilt show here. We're going to be 
throwing the ball and running the ball 
too." 

With the much praise that Whittington 
has given his offense, Ohio must show 

See, King, Page B2 

Ohio Picks Foursome 
Of Speaking Captains 

• By SETH STASKEY Lucas Herrington, Indian Creek's 
For the News-Register Zuch Connor and Beaver Local' s 

BETHANY ..: Being named to Jason Sims. 
the OVAC All-Star Game roster FAMILY TIES 

Bob Mills, who has been a reg­
istered official in both Ohio and 
West Virginia for 22 years, will 
serve as the referee. A resident of 
Belmont, he works on the Ohio 
Valley Board out of Wheeling. WHAT 

- in either state - is an honor. Of the 66 players in camp this 
Being chosen as a captain is an week, 13 had u chance to lean on 

honor of a different level. at least one person for advice of 

WHEELING - The players, 
queens and band members aren't 
the only ones who are 'honored' 
to take part in the annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Football 
Game each< year. 

For the seven men, who will 
take the fi~ld shortly before kick­
off wearin~ the black and white 
stripped shirts, the honor certain­
ly resonates with them, too. 

For Mills, this marks his sec­
ond all-star assignment, but his 
first time as a 'white cap.' 
Tonight will be the first time in 
more than a decade that he's been 
chosen for the game. 

Four Ohio players learned Fri- what to expect because of having 
Au.•STA• FOOTil;,L GAMe day that they'd lead the Buckeye past family members play in the 

State onto the field for the coin game. 

OVAC RUil\" MUML£Y 

The officiating crew, which 
will work tonight's game, was put 
to~ether by OV AC Football Com­
nussioner i:!>ave Clutter and repre­
sents all points of the OVAC's 
expanding landscape. 
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"It's definitely an honor to be 
chosen," Mills said. "Working in 
the all-star game is a good way to 
get yourself into football mode 
(as an official). After taking the 

See, Officials, Page B2 
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WHEN 

7:15 TONIOIIT 

WHERE 

flip. Martins Ferry's Jack Fitch, Bel-
Head coach Jeremy McE!roy laire's Hunter Westlake and 

left it up to his players, who orig1- River's Colton Wright have all 
• nally selected to go out as a team. heard plenty of stories about the 

However, only four players cnn all-star game over the years. Their 
approach the officials for the toss. fathers played in the game in back-

The 'speaking captains' for the to-back-to-back summers. 
WuEl:".IJNG J.sLANo STADIUM Ohio squad will be Martins Ferry ts 

Bruce Burger, Steubenville's See, Ohio, Page B2 
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OVAC All-Star Game History 

2015- ???rm?? 
201l - Ohio 27, West V,giria 2£ 
2013- West Vilgmla 28, Ohio 19 
2012-0w33, Wes1WgRa 14 
2011 - West Vilglnla 24, Ohio 3 
2010- Wes! 'firgtn!a 24, Ohio 1-4 
2009-0ll!o 47, West Vlrgtnia 7 
2008-0hio31, Westv~rn: 7 
2007 - Ohio 6, West Viri;mia 3 
2006 - Ohio 2'2, West Wginla O 
2005 - Olio 35, Wes! W!Jllla 6 
2004 - West Voginla 21, Ohio 7 
2003 - Ohio 32, West Virgina 26 
2002 - Ohio 19, West Virginia 12 
2001 - Ohio Jll, West V,glnla O 
200'.I-Ohlo 13, West Wgima 7 
1999 - Dhkl 32. was1 wi,ira o 
1998 - OOo 41, Wes! Virginia 14 
1997- Qhjo 24, West Virginia 14 
1996- Ohio 43, West Virgmia 21 
1995- Ohio 21, WestVlrqlrdaO 
1994- West Vligiria 19, Ol1lo 14 
1993- West VI/Willa 34, Ohkl 32 
1002 - 0-0, Wash Cul 

Photo/MATT PEASLEE 

PICTURED IS the 2015 West Virginia Ali-Star Team. The team consists of Jesse Padlow, Jace Neville, Josh 
Miller, Micah Swiger, Aaron Walker, William Larch, Zak Kriechbaum, Brendan Schwendeman, Trevor Boot, 
Zach Heasley, Garrett Caln, Austin Connell, Chlmechi Oparanozie, JoJo Rice, Zahir Hicks, Chukwudl 
Chuckwu, Jacoby Steele, Derek Martin, Theo Blackston, Colby Shriver, Peyton Palmer, Scott Kubancik, 
Noah Mills, Dylan Anderson, Nick Anderson, Henry Gompers, Peter Hartzell, Dane Mills, Elliott O'Brien, 
Chase Padlow, Cody Rine, Alex Whorton and Micah Boles. The coaches include head coach Ian 
Whittington and assistant coaches Ted Arneault, Johnny Bonar, Frank Crain, Michael Demster, Chris HIii, 
lim Ickes and Nathan Perry. The managers are Devon Crain and Noah Flowers. 

1991 - Ohio 30, Wsst Virgirlla 6 
1990-0hlo42, WestVirQ1ri!aO 
1989 - West Virg!M 22, OhlO 14 
1988- Olm 13, West Virginia 7 
1987-0tiJo 13, Wesl Vlll]Jnia 11 
1986-0hio 14, Wesl Wglnia.6 
1965-WeSI VucilnJa2B: Ohio26 
1984 - Ohio 23, West Wg:rna 6 
1963- Oh1o 26, West V1rgU1la 16 
1982-Wes\ V1rginm 7. Ohio 6 
1981-0!'io 17, Wes!Virgint!l 14 
1980 - Ohio 10, We'il. Virginia 7 
1979- Olio ~7, We'il. Virginia 13 
1978 - Ottio 21, Wesl Vir{)inla 13 
1sn -West Virginia 21, Ohio o 

1976 - West \frrglnla 33, Olio 20 
1975 - West ViJgirja 8, en, 0 
1874 - West Vlrgna 13. en, 8 
1973 - West Virgnla 38, Oh'o 20 
1972 -O!Jo 24,West Vagwa 8 
1971- No Game 
1970-NoGarm, 
1969-WeslV~ 12,otdoO 
1968 - Ohlo 6, Wast Vlrg!ria O 
1967 - West VIWol1a 18, Olio 0 
1006 - Ohio 20, West l'rgllla o 
1965- Olio 22. West lfll"Qlrlla 0 
1964 - Otoo 2, West Vlrif nia O 
1963 - No Game 
1962-WeslV!rgirla 12,otioB 
1961 - Wes! Vlmaia 13, otdo O 
1960 - Ohio 7, Wes1 VImm: 6 
1959 - West V,gilla 7, Olio a 
1958 - OIJo 25, We5\ Vrgln• 0 
HITT-Otio 1-4, Wes!Vuglnia 13 
1956·•0lio'll, WestVirgWa:0 
1855-Clt!031,WestV!rQna21l 
1954 - West ViJgirja 13, Olio 0 
1953-West V.giia 7, Oio0 
1952-0!Jo 28, West Vrgilla 19 
1951 - Ohio 13, Wast Virg!nla 6 
1950- Ohio 14, West Vim!nii O 
1949- West~~lnla 8, dNo0 
1948 - Olo 20, Wast. Virginia 7 
1947 C West V,yria 13, Olio 7 
1946-0hlo 28. West Vrgna 7 
1945- No Game. 
194-4 - No Game. 
19Q-NoGame. 
1942 - West Wglnla 7, OIJo 0 
1~1-W&J.V!l'glria7,Ctio0 
1940-Wesl. VirgW.a 13, Ol07. 
Al-- 5.-le,: Ohio ..... 43,,S. 1. 

OVAC McDonald's All-Star Band 

70th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Game Notebook 

Ohio captains ready to lead 
8ARNESV1LLE - Jessica KB!liaW<I, Daro Rianerth 
BEUAJRE - Ale, S""'1, Summer Bal<a,, Cooa W""'- Grag -• Callin -
BAOOEPORT - Daniar.e Oawsoo, Karissa Eoff, Gaool Cail, Tlm ~ Chase McCcrmck. 
BROOKE- Haley Mom>JJ, lliJy Ay,rs, Tayor Pama!, Eml~ York, S/'olJy 6',iger, /,slBy Vm 
Camp. \flciofla While, Samanlha Barney, Oavtd Carlisle, Htm\aT Helms, Erle Delancy, AustiJ °"""· Kyrn11 Daug1<!1y, hJs!ln lw,-... ma,~ 8""m, Gawi Shaffer. 

By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - Being 
named to the OV AC AU­
S tar Game roster - in 
either state - is an honor. 

Being chosen as a cap­
tain is an honor of a differ­
ent level. 

Four Ohio players 
learned Friday that they'd 
lead the Buckeye State onto 
the field for the coin flip. 

Head coach Jeremy 
McElroy left it up to his 
players, who originally 
selected to go out as a team. 

However, only four play­
ers can approach the offi­
cials for the toss. 

The 'speaking captains' 
for the Ohio squad will he 
Martins Ferry's Bruce 
Burger, Steubenville's 
Lucas Herrington, Indian 
Creek's Zach Connor and 
Beaver Local's Jason Sims. 

FAMILY TIES 
Of the 6 6 players in 

camp this week, I 3 of the 
players had a chance to lean 
on at least one person for 
advice of what to expect 
because of having past fam­
ily members play in the 
game. 

Martins Ferry's Jack 
Fitch, Bellaire's Hunter 
Westlake and River's 
Colton Wright have both 
heard plenty of stories 
about the all-star game over 
the years. Their fathers 
played in the game in back­
to-back-to-back summers. 

Dirk Fitch represented 
Bellaire in the 1979 con­
test; Paul Westlake repre­
sented St. John Central in 
the l 980 game and Donnie 

Wright represented River in 
the 1981 

In the not-so-distant past, 
Martins Ferry's Cody 
Beavers, Steubenville's 
Lucas Herrington, 
Shadyside's Scott 
Hammond and Wright all 
ventured to Wheeling 
Island Stadium to watch 
their older brothers play in 
the game, too. 

PUSH UPS 
A video made its way 

onto Twitter Thursday 
evening showing Linsly's 
Chukwudi Chuckwu com­
peting in a push-up contest 
against West Virginia 
University football staff 
member Quincy Wilson. 

Wilson - a I 999 Weir 
High graduate and former 
OV AC All-Star - was a 
guest speaker at Bethany 
College during the ice 
cream social that both 
teams attended. 

Chuckwu appeared to 

Game is an honor for officials, too 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

WHEELING - The 
players, queens and band 
members aren't the only 
ones who are 'honored' to 
take part in the annual 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All­
Star Football Gurne each 
year. 

For the seven men, who 
. will take the field shortly 
before kickoff, wearing the 
black and white stripped 
shirts, the honor certainly 
resonates with them, too. 

The officiating crew, 
which will work tonight's 
game, was put togetl" by 
OV AC Foutball 
Commissioner Dave Clutter 
and represents all points of 
the OVAC's expanding 
landscape. 

Bob Mills, who has been 
a registered official in both 
Ohio and West Virginia for 
22 years, will serve as the 
referee. A resident of 
Belmont, he works on the 
Ohio Valley Board out of 
Wheeling. 

For Mills, this marks his 
second all-star assignment, 
but his first time as a 'white 
cap.' Tonight will be the 
first time in more than a 
decade that he's been cho­
sen for the game. 

"It's definitely an honor 
to be chosen," Mills said. 
"Working in the all-star 

game is u good way to get 
yourself into football mode 
(as an official). After taking 
the winter, spring and sum­
mer off, this game really 
gets you going." 

Unlike regular season 
games in the OV AC, the 
Mumley Game utilizes a 
seven-man officiating crew. 
Regular season games use 
fivc-mnn crews. 

"The biggest challenge in 
this game is going to a col­
lege mechanic rather than 
the high-school mechanic 
with five man crews," Mills 
..:ontinued. 

Mills will be joined by 
back judge Mike Reese, 
who is a member of Mills' 
crew during the season. The 
umpire will be Bill Kuhn, 
who will represent the West 
Virginia-Ohio Board in 
Weirton. 

The linesman is Greg 
Hall from the Columbiana 

County Board. The line 
judge is Robin Reed, who 
works on the Parkersburg 
Ohio-West Virginia Board; 
John Murray - from the 
West Virginia-Ohio Board 
in Weirton - will serve as 
the field judge and David 
Hulme, who works on the 
Mason-Dixon Board in 
Morgantown, will serve as 
the side judge. 

"I'll be meeting a lot of 
these goys for the first time 
Sunday afternoon, but if 
they're chosen for this 
game, they can officiate," 
Mills said . 

The crew will meet at 
WesBanco Arena in down­
town Wheeling this after­
noon to go over mechanics, 
duties and have their pre­
game conference. 

"We'll talk about posi­
tions, what's expected and 
what they're supposed to 
do," Mills said. 

RW. PETRUSO 
HEARING &AUDIOLOGY 
-----CENTER, INC. 

620 N. Main St., Washington, PA 15301 
(724) 228-4327 

51342 National Rd., St. Clairsville, OH 43950 
(740) 699-0400 

r .. 1 .. hr<1tino dtl ., .. ,...., nf hPlnino ru>nnlP 

win the contest, but no offi­
cial results were ever 
released. 

The Linsly School gradu­
ate will ride a bus back to 
New Jersey Monday morn­
ing, gather up some of his 
belongings and then depart 
for Athens, Ohio where 
he'll be a walk-on candi­
date at Ohio University. 

LEADING THE 
CHEERS 

The Ohio cheerleading 
squad includes: Maddie 
Billick (Indian Creek), 
Samantha Collins (St. 
Clairsville), Abbie 
Earliwine (St. Clairsville), 
Krissy Hotlosz (Martins 
Ferry), Makayla Jamison 
(Martins Ferry), Megan 
Moodispaw (Shadyside), 
Abby Nelson (Bridgeport), 
Alyssa Potenzini 
(Steubenville), Madison 
Stillwell (St. John) and 
Ashlee Taylor 
(Steubenville). 

ViHEELING PAAK - Jade Baker. 
BUCKEYE LOCAL - Ambe1 Bennett, Becky Lewton, Sally Plazza, Amber Wotta, Shy\ee 
Capairigo, Ka;a Zanes, Marla Oickerron, Lexie Mayle, Alam six,""', Sade SliJson, Brooklyn 
Bilger, Brool<e Ellrid<, Dako~ Lish, Simeon Smilh, 111""1 Snlv\ey, Bri,me Per,;o, Brad 8orirYJ, 
Jostwa Delong, Syana fb;jhes, Tanriar Jackson, Devin Pasco, Cassie P1"ib, Matthew A8cla, 
Jehl Sadar, Caleb Elson, ems ero..e, Erice Lawis, Jo"1 Rutan, Jootan Snlvoy, tlaall Hein,, 
lmSn-.llwood. 
CLAY-BATTEUE - ~coo Ven Tessa!, Mlche!a si,,ars, Alyssa moll, Healher Joyce, Phil> 
Caraon. 
STEL!lEN'l1ll.E CATHClllC- Tto!esa K,Jiy, Danieo -z, Alison-Ai -
H,meh SoJtt, Sojll,ja Bodo, John Mam>as, Kayla lrIDmllla. G,m!! Geimr, Kalla Er90, -
Keli/,,.,,_ Kuchan, Caleb Moore. 
HARRJSON CENTRAL - Mercedez Lodgson. Kylee Rose, Came WaDace, Nick Fraa50, 6ml 
Fomasl8!, K)ie Nomayer, C)'US Adons. Daniela Prttman 
HUNDRED- Aa1lel Walson. 
INDWl CREEK-Grall Smllh 
JOHN WIASHfil- Sa-ah Davis. 
MAGNOUA - - Blake, Rard Efaw, Em~ Mcioaln, MM Miler, f\a),lmd Slmy, Mby 
Dmassy,ArctlePe!ln, 
MARTINS FERRY - Amber Nlckerwn. Jacir<la lJooerhii, """'' Coo-Cherlrn, Aslil!n Hynes, ~-p ADEN CITY - Malo~ Estel 
RIVER - We,Jqy Loyd. 
SHADYSIDE - Erri~ P""'J". 
SI CLAIRSVILLE - Ah -• Bracme Thomae, Sara Vah, Jenna Wr<klns, Jarml -
- Sel!lor, lrnoo Healh. 
STEIJWIVUE---. Noah fk.Alis!er, Jarad Norrls, Jacob Welel. 
ToootffO - Arm ftAJway, ~ Po:xlesh, D,mJ Holoway, Noah Smith, t/,grl1 Anmoo, lll!w 
B\jer. 
TYl£R CONSOLIDATED- Jesrrine Kjle, Kia Bamher\ Bed<y Bola, Scoll Gort1t, Jessi:a toroolo, 
Kai S/wiabargel. 
UNION LOCAl. - Hope Harris, Alyssa McCan:lla, Cassidy Siroonsoo, Hannah Sml\h, Arrbef 
Slariovi:h, Sarama Wise, s,,_., Petrey, Sharman c-..,, Chris!£rle f\'.rme, ~ tkEltl/, 
Tirolhy Trigg, Harmah Arde!wri, Joo Fllod, Sam- Bla(e, Jenna Pia!\ caio> Slole!, -
Srii'll. 
VALLEY - """' Grimm, Sam- Aooerts, l'lcl,rle Smell,,ood 
WEJA - Jakob Hartlay. AbiiJ•• Crago, Asharay Sr,;lh, Jasmlne WYsoo, Hmah er.....,., KBl'f 
Morris, Beth P~ring, Emily Glordano, Emlty Kenefick, Moldison Elaw, Trey Elborl, Daphney 
Tamer, Taylc, Wrlghl, Wilm Crago, Km, Warn, O.ert Pearaon, ~ Lille, Arb!r1 i,mm. 

The 17th Annual 

WHEELING 
HOSPITAL 

~ ~AMUEL A. MUMLEY 
etiw'riat Classic 11, 

lnlNRatlry 

Saturday, August 8, 2015 • 8:00 a.m . 
5K Run/ Walk through the streets of St. Clairsville 

and the National Road Bikeway. 

New course for 2015, starting behind the Belmont County Courthouse 
and finishing at the St. Clairsville Amphitheater! 

Registration and post-race events at the St. Clairsville Amphitheater 

"Do It For The Kids!" and honor the memory of Sam Mumley, a longtime 
Rotarian, accomplished educator and supporter of all. 

Post-race refreshments, door prizes and entertainment! 
Overall and age group awards in all divisions 

Dri-fit shirts for all participants Timing by RS Racing Systems 

n ' I 1 1 1 ' (' r,, f'11 ' '11 Tl' I n I 1 , 1 
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For comments regarding 
local sports stories, or ideas 
for future stories, please e-mail 
jharrison@daily-jeff.com SPO 

Jeff Harrison/The Dally Jeffenionlan 
The local area will be well-represented on the OWo squad in the 70th Annual 
OVAC Rody Mumley All-Star Football Game slated Sonday at 7:15 p.m. nt 
Wheeling Island Stndlom. Players from the area Include, front row I to r, 
Riley Hayhurst, Errik Suell and Moe Lnthan of Cambridge and Mitchell • 
Wells of Barnesville; bock row, Darin Neff, Dylan Wood and Jncob Quinn of 
Meadowbrook and Dillon Pointer of Buckeye Trail. 

Jeff Harrlaon/Tha Dally Jeffa1110nlan 
The West Vlrglnln squad tokes n much-deserved wnter brenk during a muggy 
Monday morning practice session on the turf at Bethany College. 

Jeff Harrtaon/The Dally Jefferaonlan 
Mugging for the cnmera during Medin Doy nctivities on the cnmpus of Bethnny 
College ns the countdown begins for the 70th Annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All• 
Star Football G11111e is Cnmbrldge lligh's Moe Lntban. Lnthan ond the rest of 
the Bnckeyes will square off agninst their West Vlrglnla connterparts Sonday nt 
7:15 p.m. nt Wheeling Island Stadium. 

OVAC All-Stars getting 
ready for Sunday's game 
JEFF HARRISON 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

BETHANY, WV - The 
meet-and-greet pleasantries 
have been exchanged; the 
uniforms were hanc\Cd out 
and (IJe photograpljs and 
other media-related • activi­
ties are in the rear-vil:W mir-

get ready for the mid-sum­
mer classic which signals 
the return of football to the 
Ohio Valley. 

In addition to Monday's 
Media Day event at Bison 
Field, the tennas will be 
treated to several event­
related activities throughout 
the week. 

ror, .a...U.L Tonight's event 

Tickets are on sale 
at The Jeffersonian 
Tu:ketsfor the 70th Annual 

OVAC Rudy Mwnley Al/­
Star Football Game will be 
on sale Tuesday through 
Friday Wllil 5 p.m each day 
at The Daily Jeffersonian 
office at 831 Wheeling Ave. 
in Cambridge. Advance 

OVAC camp begins 
OVAC from page B-1 

"Th kids . e are honored and excited about bein 
:~ ~'::;,\"::::,:;;:; ~ouldn't wait to get here," begs~~~~; 
of this." g or our staff to be selected to be a part 

th'!;:ee);;;;~ f;'~~ ;ell-represented this year with no less 
area on thepOhiy om 77,e Dm/y Jeffersonian coverage 

o roster. 
That includes the Cambridge trio of Errik S ll 

Lathan and Riley Hayhurst and the Meadowb~ ;,;~':r 
Dylan Wood, Jacob Quinn and D . 

.. ~ ~v Neff ann 

.;iJ All six of these guys are headed ff 
"' to college, with Hayhurst going ~o 

Deruson Univ~rsity (football), Snell to 
. . Tiffin Uruvemty (track) 'Mood 

Uruvers1ty of Mount Union (football) Q .' to the 
College (football)· Neff t Wbe Jin• lllnn to Bethany 
(track) and Latban'io The ;hi S e g Jesui_t University 

Also on the Bucke e team o _tate Uruv~rslty. 
Barnesville, who is leaded f~i::i:nlttchell Wells of 
and Dillon Pointer of Buckeye J; ·1 o ege (football), 

For all of the playe ·t• h rru • 
h l rs, , s a c ance to represent th • high sc oo one final time. • err 
"It's cool to be pla • 'th 

and to have some tie~gt' guys you've played against 
staff" 'd eammates and a new coachin 

, sm Cambridge's Snell ''It's fun t h g 
mates (Lathan and Hayhurst) h .th o ave my team-

"Hopefully I'll et to l ere WJ me, too. 
some kicks too} th P ay both ways and get to return 
(for Sunday)!" ' e speedy Snell added. ''I can't wait 

Meadowbrook' s Wood, who . 
lege game he'll be noted that m his first col­
teammate Q . on the opposite sideline from his Colt 

UlllD when Mount Union la B th . 
season opener echoed Snell' . p ys e any m the 
be a nice twist to suit up wi~ s~n~dentsf and_ also said it'll 
from Cambridge. ' 1115 ea O against, the guys 
"l' kn ve own them for a Ion tim . d . , . 

the same side" he said "It' ~ e an 11 s ruce to be on 
Meadowbrook and Ohio in 

8 
ifus Y gre~ to be representing 

., game. / 



Jeff Harrison/The Dally Jefferaonlan 
The local area will be well-represented on the Ohio squad In the 70th Annual 
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Grune slated Sunday at 7:15 p.m. at 
Wheeling Island Stadlnm. Players .from the area Include, front row I to r, 
Riley Hayhurst, Errlk Snell and Moe Lathan of Crunbridge and Mitchell • 
Wells of Barnesville; back row, Darin Neff, Dylan Wood and Jacob Quinn of 
Meadowbrook and Dillon Pointer of Buckeye Trail. 

Jeff Harrleon/The Dally Jeffersonian 
The West Virginia squad takes a mnch.,deserved water break during a muggy 
Monday mornjng practice session on the turf at Bethany College. 

i 

• Joff Harrison/The Dally Jeffersonian 
Mugging for the crunera during Media Day activities on the crunpus of Bethany 
College as the countdown begins for the 70th Annual OVAC Rudy Mumley All­
Star Football. Grune is Crunbridge ffigh's Moe Lathan. Lathan and the rest of 
the Buckeyes will square off against their West Virginia counterparts Sunday at 
7: 15 p.m. at Wbeellng Island Stadium. 

OVAC All-Stars getting 
ready for Sunday's game 
JEFF HARRISON 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

BETIIANY, WV - The 
meet-and-greet pleasantries 
have been exchanged; the 
~orms were. handed out 
and t]je photographs and 

. other media-related activi­
ties nre in the rear-view mir­
ror. 

Now, it's time to 
get ready, as they 
say, for some foot­
ball! 

More than 60 
of the area's finest foot­
ball players have assem­
bled on the campus of 
Bethany College and will 
spend the remainder of the 
week getting ready for the 
70th Annual OVAC Rudy 
Mumley AU-Star Football 
Game which kicks off 
Sunday at 7:15 p.m. at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Under the guidance of 
Beaver Local's Jeremy 
McE!roy and Oak Glen's 
Ian Whittington and their 
coaching staffs, the Ohio 
and West Vuginia gridders 
will have two practices a 
day through Friday and 
one more on Saturday to 

get ready for the mid-sum­
mer classic which signals 
the return of football to the 
Ohio Valley. 

In addition to Monday's 
Media Day event at Bison 
Field, the teams will be 
treated to several event­
related activities throughout 
the week. 

Tonight's event 
is the Osiris Shrine 
Theater film and 
pizza; the George 
Strager Evening 
with the Stars ban­

quet is slated for Wednesday 
at Wheeling Park's White 
Palace; an Ice Cream Social 
is on tap for Thursday; the 
Queen of Queens com­
petition takes place at the 
Capitol Theater in down­
town Wheeling on Friday; 
and the yearly pre-game Pep 
Rally is set for Bethany's 
Bison Field on Saturday. 

The 160-member OVAC 
McDonald's AU-Star Band 
will descend on the Bethany 
campus on Wednesday and 
the Ohio and West Vrrginia 
All-Star Cheer Squads will 
arrive on Thursday. 

While it's still early, Coach 
McE!roy likes what he sees 
from his Buckeye squad. 

Tickets are on sale 
at The Jeffersonian 
Tickets for the 70th Annual 

OVAC Rudy Mumley All­
Star Football Game will be 
on sale Tuesday through 
Friday until 5 p.m each day 
at The Daily Jeffersonian 
affice at 831 Wheeling Ave. 
in Cambridge. Advance 
tickets are $7 and all tickets 
at the gwne are $10. 

"We're still getting a feel 
for the guys," he said, "and 
nothing is set in stone this 
early. We've got a lot of ver­
satility, and we want them to 
be ready to play both sides 
of the ball because you're 
limited with only 32 guys." 

"We're not going to change 
how they play their posi­
tion," McElroy continued. 
"We just want to put them in 
the right spots to utilize their 
skills and make plays. 

The biggest thing is get­
ting them to communicate 
with one-another.'' 

The Beaver Local coach 
said his players are already 
chomping at the bit for 1 
Sunday's game. 

See OVAC page B-3 
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Fitch set to lead Ohio's 
OVAC all-star squad 

Purple Riders' 
standout will 
lean on years 
of experience 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

BETHANY - Martins 
Ferry's Jack Fitch has 
become a point of reference 
for many in OV AC All-Star 
Game camp this week at 
Bethany College 

Actually, outside of game 
director Bob Koch and other 
OV AC officials, there's prob­
ably no better person for the 
players - and coaches - to 
turn to with their questions. 

You see, Fitch is a veteran 
of all,stdr, camp. 

"I've had one 10-year 
reunion already, and I think 
I'm on six or so for my other 
time," Fitch said. 

Actually, he's just three 
years removed from his last 
all-star camp, but after so 
many times they start to run 
togethe!!. 

Fitch 'has become a veteran 
of OV AC camps through his 
father, Dirk. The Martins 
Ferry Superintendent has 
been on the coaching staff for 
the game many times and 
twice (2003 and 2011) took 
his son with him to serve as a 
manager for Team Ohio. 

"Being here now three 
times makes it a lot easier," 
the you,nger Fitch said. "I"ve 
been through the practices 
and know how things go, so 
it's definitely been easier in 
that regard." 

Fitch, who is headed to 
Wheeling Jesuit University to 
run track, learned from his 
past ventures that there has to 
be a balancing act of ffillklng 
sure the work gets done and 
the experience remains posi­
tive in terms of making new 
friendships and soaking up 
everything the game has to 
offer. 

"You need to make sure 
you get your rest and spend 
your own time preparing, but 
you also have to have fun 
every once in a while," Fitch 
said. 

Many of his Ohio team­
mates didn't realize Fitch's 
connections to the game until 
this week. 

"A few asked me if I knew 

See, FITCH, 
Page B2 

Photo by Seth Staskey 

MARTINS FERRY'S Jack Fitch Is preparing for his third venture Into the Rudy Mumley OVAC All­

Star Football' Game. He was a manager for Team Ohio In 2003 and 2011. He's pictured with his 

father, Dirk, who played In the game In 1979 and has coached In the game multiple times, too. 

This time, Kriechbaum not rooting for Ohio 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

BETHANY - Zac Kriechbaum 
is one of those rare players who 
resides in one state, but attended 
high school in another state. The 
Linsly School graduate resides in 
Barnesville. 

So, does he have mixed emo­
tions about playing in the 70th 
annual Rudy Mumley Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference All-Star 
Football Game Sunday night inside 
Wheeling Island Stadium? 

"I grew up cheering for Ohio in 
every game. I'd sit on the Ohio 
side because I always thought I 
would go to school in Ohio, but • 
now that I'm on the team for West 
Virginia, it's a little different," the 
5-10, I SO-pounder said. "I'm defi­
nitely rooting for West Virginia 
this year, however." 

Kriechbaum went to Barnesville 
schools until seventh grade before 

KRIECHBAUM 

crossing over the Ohio River into 
Ohio County for the next five 
years. He was teammates with 
Mitchell Wells during his younger 
days in Barnesville. Wells is a 
member of the Ohio squad. 

"I grew up with him a little bit," 
Kriechbaum of Wells. 

Krlechbaum said growing up e 
always dreamed of playing under 
the lights on Friday nights, but 
when he went to Linsly, most of 
the Cadets contests were on 
Saturday afternoons. 

"It was different, I just enjoy 
playing the game of football, so it 
really didn't matter to me which 
day we played on," he noted. 

As a freshman at Linsly, the. 
Cadets went 10-0, something 
Kriechbaum won't soon forget. 

''Those guys were my idols," he 
said. "They are who I strived to be 
every day." 

Come Sunday night, 
Kriechbaum, who will attempt to 
walk-on at Ohio University as a 
placekicker, could be found any-· 
where on the field. He is listed as ~ 

See, KRIECHBAUM, 
Page B2 



Fitch 
Continued from Page B1 

anything about !his, and I was like 'yeah I've d th. 

S
two times,' .. Fitch said. "They look~d at nie like ?~ t~~ 

o, I explained !hat I'd been a . ' a • 

know how all of this stuff works~anagcr twice and really 

While many of the Ohio players have had t . 

the amount of condilionin" done !his week o adJust_to 

Fitch knew what was ahead° • , once agam, 

"It all come~ down to co~ditionlng because with ·ust a 

;~~f;.Yii~c~
0

~1 i
1
dh~.''-::

0
1
~1f

1
~~~ put in a bunch of plais and 

just work from !hat." lo do a couple of plays and 

hisBscfore he lcrt ror camp, Dirk drove home a point with 
on. 

"H ·c..1 
c sa1_ make sure you put yourself in (to the dr'U 

and prnc11ccs) because you only have a limited tim~ .~ 

:~ticti5a~d. ::n': prepare_d for all practices. figure things o~t 

ter ~h-irtci'y·~~~•11'h1 ~ qu,1ekb·cr you figu_re things out, the bet-
, •. MVC O C good at It." 

a Obv10usly, the Purple Riders staff that Fitch served as 

. manager under tsn't guiding the Buckeye Stat th· 

week,_ but the similarities are there. Actually this f ~s 

first tune Fitch has prepared for a football ga' -~ e 

be)!'£. under !he microscope of his dad. me w1 out. 

d 
Its ddtffcrcnl, but il's also a _little bit relaxing" F,·tch 

a m1tte "I always knc th t ·r 1 • 
I'd h •. b . .' w a ' screwed up something 

car <l ~lit I~ dt home. If I screw up somcthin 

Sund ay), I 11 still hear about it but it'll b ft g (on 
game." ' ea er the 

B Fitcl; had ;in impressive prep career for Coach D 

runcy s Riders. He shined at wide receive . ave 

secondary• carnrng first team All-Ohio un ~ a~d rn the 

b" ~,arning u~ ~~VJtation !u the OVAC dam~~~1SS ~ s,;1~or 

'.g g_oal fo1_ Fitch, who s heard stories of his dad's) 97i 

game ,_lllCI witnessed the meaning of the game th •h h. 

tw.~ pnor tnp.'i il,'i n m;magcr. roug Is 

. To represent Ohio and Martins Ferr i b" 
phshment and honor .. Fitch said "I ply ~ a tg accom-

k
of theshe people, so it's fun to pl,;y wit:~~c~g:~stgeat !toot 

nowt cm now." 

Kriechbaum 
Continued from Page s 1 

Wide receiver, defensive 

back, kicker and punter. 
He 1s following in the 

footsteps of his cousin 
Linsly alum Jamcsoi; 
Murray, wlw played in the 
game last year for West 
Virginia. 

Kriechbaum was a four­
year lettermen for head 
coach D.J. Depew. He was 
voted ~amity captain and 

~VP lus senior .scm,·on. For 
hts cnrccr he logged I 3 6 

tackles and picked oil 14 
passes. He also totaled 
1,135 career receiving 
yards und was pcrlcct on all 
seven field goal al!cmpts. 

GAME NOTES 

■ To help commemorate 
the 70th _annual game, the 
OV AC will be handing out 
free rally towels to the first 
1,000 fans. There will be 
Blue-and-Gold towels dis­
tnbuted on the W.Va. side 
and Red-and-White on the 
Ohio side. 

.■ Fans can test their ath­
!,et1c prowess in the annual 

Health Plan/WTOV9 
Pass, Punt and Kick 
Conte.st" for a chance to 

wm $10,000 during half­
tu~c acti vitics. Enter by 
reg1stcnng at WTOV9.com 

North can be reached at 
k11ort h @timesleaderonline. 
com 
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-·. 0filoA:ll;;Stara'eam 
No. Nome " ~ • .tit/' ···• Wt; :- SchQ(ll 

1 . M,fil; Oll!llm« WR/CB 5-10 l!i(l SL CWmillo 

2 o1Ja11Wood Wl!/S 5-7 160 Meadowbrook 

3 Zicll Connor !UI/LB 6-0 ,20 lndl\lll C,C.k 

5 L!>Yi l!ti>wn RB/CB 5-5 155 MO!llll" CMillll 

6 . l\iloy l{a:Y~~- .. Wl!/S' 6-0 165 , CaniMd&• 

7 l11<:kl!lfoh' . • • WR/S 6-0 !65 Mariiiltl',ny 

8 t,,luh'Ml«:holl •· •• '· WR/CB 6-0 • 110 Harmon Contra! 

9 J.C. Coltt)laJI '. WR/Cl! 6-1 170 . St. Claimille • 

10 Au,ful'Moednvllle S/IB 6-0 16S llellairo 

tz CltitlcoTotd Qll/Dli 6-6 :!45 St. John Contra! 

14 . IJlcil!I J1<rt!tti!l0tt. • VIR/S 6-1 170 Steubenville 

W Moo~ • R!l/S. 5-10 185 Cambridge 

21 Emii:Snell WR/CB 5-10 175 C!unbridgc 

22 . Clwo-Hl)U'ilti) Q.B/ll 6-1 165 Beaver local 

29 Erle Howell RB/DF. 6-2 , 205 Shadysldo 

32 -Bnlco Burg_er . . !UI/LB- 6-0 200 Marum Peiry 

• .3'.l S!lltte·R,om,i!lP , • •. RB/LB, 6-0 225 SteubeaviU• Ceatwl 

34'. ~WOl!.il~ '. WR,1.B 11-'l 195 Bollalto 

\ilo:._ : Eth\tl/llb!Uino1V'.,. RB/Lil 5-10 195 Bdl,on 

44 Soottl!IUlljU6tld • Tl!JD!l' 11-'t 190 Sblldyside 

52 [)JllqiL)'9lrilet' O1:JDL 6-2 250 • Bucl<eye Trnil 

54 _J~ l(Jµi,vlc · OUDT . 6-1 . 295 Stellb<n~ Ctutral 

55 • J~l{c,l0p OUDI. _6-0 'Z6Q Bridgeport 

~ ~:=-- ·gzr . tJ ;~ :~:~ 
66 Jo,t.)lddkln C1DT 5-7 Z40 Martlru Feiry 

70 Ja;tit!Sims 'OT/PT 6-1 320 Bcaverlocal 

75 • '·~tl:n t.uwn,nc,, • OT/DT 6-4 • 255 lluve< Local 

77 Codylleavon, OODT 6-2 230 Mlll'tin> Forry 

78 Dodn Neff ' Of/DT 6'5 320 • • i MeJ!dowbrook 

85 J~ Quirin 'WOE 6-4 205 M""'1owbrook 

_88 Coltill! Wri!lht • . KIP. li-2 _ 160 . ' tuver . , 

' He!ld Cmicti, JO(el!l)\ M'cl!Jn>y A..r.tatit~: O.vld Allelt; Qiarlie Dolnoslcb, T J. Osbon. l\lcb 

ShlJJi,Ig, 1effrc)'Woidgk,1ldWel<li(er,Atimn WC<i 1b/1lll Dodlllf Dt W-~llam Baller Tollner.M~ 

Chee\;; M~,~ ~.~,:n,"!or M'clllioy, Noah we,1 , , 

;W'~$J>,¥1~~1)ia All•$tar Team 
x .. _ ,Nam,•,,so:;,✓ .!'\ ·Pllf,_:.;,,,H!. . . Wt. : ',Sch<,,,I '. ' ' ,,j, •• , 

:J< ,i~~ji~''i/1 ,~il1ftg:i,\ , .~Jifl ,,/t~fi~!'~~ ;'-ft ;i'','.l'i;~~ 
,''':f' , '16,tFMill~i-0_,;,,,:; Wlt/oE'iitil,':i"' • :rt~;l;:E:flll,hiip'Oonrilitio ,.,,,,:, iN"ii4""JI 

5 Micoh Swiger Wl</Dll 5-7 140 Oak Glenn 

(, AlllimW,ilkr;r' . QB/O1.ll 6-0 2QO llroo1'o 

, 7' , Wll~~~; ,;: '., QB/bll)l H 1'15' ::i,'olJ:: .· . 
, 8 , Zllk.Ktieohbatull;, • , Wl!/Dll, 5-10 (I!() tJtt,,lx. , , 

'9 ·• ' ' 'B~Scb~,-~lf'. 5-10 170, .l'lilkii~'S®lll 

'!"·; · =.· '.-·.· 'n' f''.'?•'c/' • """ <3'. 'j•:' '&_·......_ •• ._ •• ,_, 'Soo!b; • ·; 
V .. - -ucv,Of,,()Q __ ,..,,_ ,) , -'*--,I./"'.., .~.i:., .,½AIU~""'-6 

Ii.·. 'l.nc~"a...i~:;;:1',·Q!i/Dir, 6-4' • -~-- ~Citr • 

14 • G\UT«l:Cfil!\'' .• WRIS 6-1 190 .Morgalllown 

, 20 Amtlli Cutlllelt EDlril 6-0 220 Madonnn 

22 Cblmecbl Oj>anmozie RB 5-11 240 Llnsly 

28 IoJoRice. . Wl</0B S-6 140 Welt 

• 32 Zllblt Hieb . RB/1:J! 6-0 205 Weit 

33 Cbukwudi Cblli\WI! O!JJ)E 6-1 230 tinily 

34, • Jiu,ol,y Steel\> .. !UI/DE 6,0 220 Clny-Bllllolte 

' • 40 l:J,,iekMartln 'LB . 5·10 175 Ouneron 

44 Tb!,olllacl:ston • RB/DE 6-1 235 Wheeling Park 

i 46 Coll,y Sltrivru: . RB_ /L]!, 6-0,, ZlQ, , C]ny,Battelle 

52 Pe.)1Qli l'lllill<IJ! . -: FB/DE 6-0 235 :-<,'alley 

54 SCort Kub<u)cik OIJPL 6-5 210 lob• Mantu,u 

55 Nd.liMills OlJJ)L S.:10 245 OOGlertn 

58 DyJanArulcrton LB 6,2 225 MOiilllllawn 

60 Nlc~Ah<lmoll • OlJJ)L 6-2 270 Ty let Con,olid4ted . 

63 .IIODf)' Go111pm .. O!JJ)L 6--2 215 Wbtollllg M 

66 Petet Harttolli QUOL 6-0 23() Wbeelli!i CClllrlll 

70 Dane Mills , • • OlJJ)L 6-1 ' 260 Par..,..bwg Soulh 

75 Elllott O'Bn<ll OUDU 114 275 ~lin11 Park 

n Chaso: Pad!.., Ol.1DL 6-4 ~o John Manl1all 

78 CodyR!ne OUDL 6-4 290 Brooko 

: • ~W::i; -~ t~ :~~ :::ulh • '·· 

Head Coach, ton-Wblt\lllgtOn AMl!Iant Coa<:bes, 1\ld Arn!!JJult. lobnny Bonar, Frank Cnun, :Mlcltae1 

Deruter,. C1ttu Hill; '11l1l 1cm, Nalhan PJUt)I Team Doctor<: Or. Robert Jouos Tralncr. Herb Ml.ncb 

Managers: Devon Ctaltt/ Nooh Plowers 

OVAC's 70th All-Star 
Football Game tonight 
OVAC from page 8-1 
Kuczynski of Bloomindale, . 

- This year's game program is dedicated to Mary Lou 

Mauck and Tom Myers who have worked behind the 

scenes of !he game for more than 30 years. 

- A total of 41 of !he 50 (soon to be 52) conference 

schools are represented hy participants in one aspect or 

anolher of the event 
- As part of !he 701h anniversary celebmtion, !he OVAC 

will hand out free rally towels to !he first 1,000 fans. 

There will be red and white towels on the Ohio side and 

blue and gold towels on !he West V1rginia side courtesy 

of WTOV-TV9, Scholastic Sports Marketing and Shirts 

'NMore. 
- The annual Free Youth Clinic for boys and girls 

ages 6-13 is slated this afternoon at Wheeling Island 

Stadium, wilh registration from 

12-12:45 p.m. while the clinic mns 

from 1-2:30 p.m. The camp is con­

ducted by Wheeling Park's Chris 

Daugherty and his staff along wilh 

members of !he Bc!hany College 

staff. The instructors will teach !he 

basic fundamentals of football with emphasis on building 

self-esteem. 
- The Health Plan/WTOV-TV9 Pass, Punt nnd Kick 

Contest will once again give one lucky fan a chance lo 

walk away with $10,000. 

- Only two members of this year's OVAC McDonald's 

All-Star Band are from !he local area - Bamesville's 

Jessica Kettlewell and Dana Rienerth. 

- There were 25 schools represented in Friday's Queen 

of Queens Talent Show at the Capitol Theater in down­

town Wheeling, and !he winner will be announced at 

hulftime of tonight's game. Barnesville is !he only one of 
- - ,, 1•1-~-L'--,.L ... 

· OVACRudy~ 

All-Star Fo~Jtmlt '. 
Grune Past Scores 

. lOVA!'Mnblol!"" '. ' ' '" 
• 2014:•0hol7,W.VoL'l6 •· . 

2013 • W, a. !!!I Ohio 19 
2012 • Ohio 33, W, Va. ,14 
20 ll - W. Va. '24, Ohio ~ 
2010- w, \\, 24. Ohio 14 
2009- Oblo 471 W. Vt. i 
2008- Ohto3l.W, Ya. 7' 
2001 - Ohio 6.- W. Va, 3 
2006-0hlo22. W. Va.(l 
21!05 • 0!11o 35, W, Va. 6 
2004-W, Va.21,0hio"? 
2003 • Ohio 32, w. Va. 26 
2002-·0hio 19, W. VL 12 
200-1 • Ohio 36, W, V-1u 0 
2000 -:OhiO 1~1 w~ v~ 1 
1999 • Ohio 32, W, Va, 0 
1998- Ohio 41, W, \la. 14 
1997 • Ohio 24, W, Va. 14 
1996., Ohio 43, W'. VaJ. 21 
1995 •Ohio 21, W. \'1.0 
l'l'l4•W, Va.19, Ohl<I 14 
1993 w W. 'V1ti 34. Oti~ 32: 
tm -0-0 !Dnrlol'UJahnlia 
1991 ;. Ohlo-30. w. 'Vi. 6-- -
t<l90 • Ohlo42, W, y., 0 
19119 • w. VL 22. Ohlq 14 
l98~ • Ohio 13, W, Va. 7 
1987 ~ Ohio 13, W, Vt. IL' 
!986•0hlo,J4, W VL 6. 
1985 • W. Vt,.:!&, Ohio M 
1984 .. Ob1o·23, W. Va. 6 
1983 •·Ohio 26, w. Va. 16 . 
l982~W,'Vtl.7.Ohtti6 • 
J9st.Ohlo17,W, 1/.c 14 
19!0 • Oll\Q,10, W. Va. 7 
1979-0hlo47, w. v..13 
1978• Ollla21. W. Vi,' J 
1977'-W, Y1L 21, Olllo 0 
1976 • W, Ya, 33, O\tlo 10 
l97S• W. Va. 8;0hl~O 
1974'-W, Va. 13~0bfo 6 
197:!- W, Y~ 38, Ohio 20 
1972-0blo 24, W,,VL ~ 
tPro-OVAC B(>l>ll5<>nhitll' 
197U-Nopmo, •. • 
1970-No,amo , 
1%9 - W, Va. 12, Ohio 0 
I 96!1- Ohio 6, W, Va. 0 
1%7 - W. Va. lH. Ohlo 0 
I%!! • OhkJ 26, w, Va. Q 
19M • Ohlo 22. W: V., 0 
1964 • Ohio 2, w, V.. 0 
1963 • No prno 
1962- W, Va. 12; Ohio~ 
1%1 •W, Va. 13, Ohio 0 
19/iO • Ohio 7, W. Va. 6, 
1959. W, Y1L 1, Ohio 6 
t9ss-~2S.w.v .. o 
1957-0ltlo 14,-W, Va., 13 
19.16 • Ohio 27, W, VIL 0 
1955 • 0hi<t3t, W, Va. 20 
,rn~, _ u, Vu 11 Nim n 



OVAC's 70th All-Star 
Football Gaine tonight 
OVAC from page B-1 
Kuczynski of Bloomindale. . 

. This year's gome program is dedicated to Mary Lou 
Mauck and Tom Myers who have worked behind the 

scenes of the gome for more than 30 years. 
- A total of 41 of the 50 (soon to be 52) conference 

schools are represented by participants in one aspect or 

another of the event 
-AB part of the 70th anniversary celebration, the OVAC 

will band out free rally towels to the first 1,000 fans. 
There will be red and white towels on the Ohio side and 
blue and gold towels on the West Vrrginia side courtesy 
of WTOV-TV9, Scholastic Sports Marketing and Shirts 

'NMore. 
. Toe annual Free Youth Clinic for boys and girls 

ages 6-13 is slated this afternoon at Wheeling Island 
Stadium, with registration from 
12-12:45 p.m. while the clinic runs 
from 1-2:30 p.m. The comp is con­
ducted by Wheeling Park's Chris 
Daugherty and bis staff along with 
members of the Bethany College 
staff. The instructors will teach the 

basic fundamentals of football with emphasis on building 

self-esteem. 
- The Health Pian/WTOV-TV9 Pass, Punt and Kick 

Contest will once again give one lucky fan a chance to 

walk away with $10,000. 
- Only two members of this year's OVAC McDono!d's 

All-Star Band are from the local area - Brunesville's 

Jessica Kettlewell and Dana Rienerth. 
. There were 25 schools represented in Friday's Queen 

of Queens Talent Show at the Capitol Theater in down­
town Wheeling, and the winner will be announced at 
halftime of tonight's gome. Brunesville is the only one of 
the six local conference schools with a candidate for the 

Queen of Queens - Myka Gordon. 
. AB always, there will be both a 10-year reunion (2005 

,articipants) ancl a SO-year reunion (those who played in 
he 1965 gome), with those attending to be introduced to 
he crowd during the gome. 
- In 43 years of OVAC sponsorship, the game bas 

ionated more than $901,000 to charity organizations and 
;cholan;hips throughout the Ohio Valley, 

- Tonight's gome is being broadcast live on WTOV-TV 
9; on radio stations WKKX 1600 AM and WYLY 1370 
AM; and on the inteme!/webstream by PlayOnSports, 
with complete coverage as always in T1ie Monday 

OVACRudy~ 
Alf-Stllf Football • •. 
Ganie Past &ores •• 
~

vAr """nsonhlo)••... ••' 
•••• 11\ifOti¼ 17,W. V..16 • . 

la, w.v .. 2",0hio 19 
. 20 2-0hio33,W.VJLl4 

20H, W, Va.'24, Ohio 3 
• 20t0.--W~V4>24 .. 0hlo 14 

2009 - OhJo471 W'~ Va. 7 
2008 -Ohio 3t. W. Va, 7 
2001- Ob1o 6. W, Va. 3 
2006- Ohio 22. W, Va. 0 
200, • Ohio 35, W, Va. 6 
2004- w, Va. 21', Ohio 7 
2003 • Dhlo 32, W. YL 16 
2002- Omo 19, W..Va. 12 
2001 - Ohlo 36, W. Va, O 
,200) .. Qhio 131 W~ Va, 7 
tm · Ohio 32, w. v,. 0 
1998 - Ohio 4l', W, Va. 14 
1997-0hlo Z4, W, Va, 14 
l',196 .. Ohio 43,"W. Va. '2l 
1995,., Ohio 11'~ W, Va. o 
·t994-W~Va.19.0hto14 
1m-w,v .. ;14,0b. 1o31 • 

1991.°c\\,~ 
W!JO • Ohio 4&, W. v._ 0 
1989 .• W. Va. 22,.9hlo 14 
1988 - Ohlo 13, w, Ya. 7 
1987 • Dl>lo 13, W, Va. I I 
1986 • Ohio, 14, W. Va. 6 
l 9il5. W; Va. 28, Ohio 16 
19&4-,0l:uoll, W,-Va;6 
19113 • Ohio 26. W. Va. 16 
1984- W. Va.. 7_, Ohio 6 
l9St • Ohlo- 17, W. Va. 14 
19SO-Ohio•IO, W. V" 7 
1979 • Ohio 47, W, Va. 13 
197R • Qlllb 21, W, Va. 13 
1977--W. VA. 21,0hioO 
1976 ~ W. Va,.33, Ohio 20 
1975 - W. Va,.1!; bhio Q 
1974 •. wv .. n.Ohios 
1973 -W. Vn. 38, Ohio 20 
1972; .. Ohio 24, W, Va. 6 , • 
(l're-OVACSJlOO'<l<'lllp) 
l97l ""No aamc , 
1970-Nogomo , 
1969- W, Va. 12, Ohio 0 
1968 - Ohio 6, W, V11. 0 
1967 - W, Va. lR, Ohio 0 

-i '.1%6f0h:lo Wt-'Wo.Vai O: 
J9<5,IC0hlo2'l,W, V,i.O 

: l !164·. Ob1o 2, W. V.. O 
1963-Noga!!IC 
1962- W. Va. 1:l. Ohlo 6 
l96l'- W.Va..13, OhloO 
1960 ~ OWo 7, W~ Va. 6 
1959.,w,va. 1,0hio6 
1958- -'Oltio 25, W.. Va. o 
l93T~ Ohio 14,W, Va. 13' 
1956-0ltio27, W. Vll.0-
19l5 • Ohio 31, W. V,i. 20 
1954 .. W~ Va.13, Ohio 0 
lfJ53 ~ W, Va. 7. Ohio o 
1951~0hlo26.W,Va. t3 
l951 ·'0bio 13, W, V..6 
1950- Ohio 14,W, Va.O 

, 1949 .w. v .. 6, Ohlo Q 
• 1948-·0blo 20, W. Va. 7 

1947 , W, Ya. 13. Ohio 7 
1946 • Ohio 26, W. Va. 7 

!94!5 ~ No gal;IHl 

944•ND-
1943 ,No g,me 
-1942..:w,va. 7,0hioO 
·1!).41 ~W, Va.1,_0hJoO 
• 940 • l'l Vo. 13, Ob1o O 
,Overall scrli:!i~ Ohio 43, W.Va. 

'l!I, t tlo 
IJOIWOVAC~IP: Dt>lo 

,,28 wins. W. Va.. 14 Wins, I tio: 
• Po:.OVAC '"°"'°"hip: Ohio 1~ 
''w\:n1, W. Va. tl Wlrts 

Jeffersonian. _ __ --=========:: 

Staskey 
Continued from Page 81 

Kierstyn Kidder of 
Bellaire tweeted, "Queen of 
Queens is easily one of the 
greatest things I've ever 
been a part of." 

For the more than 200 
kids involved with Sunday 
night's game, the memories 
and relationships will sim­
ply last a lifetime, regard­
less of any outcome. 

OVACBRAWL 
For the first time since 

I've been covering the 
OV AC All-Star Game, the 
nonnal chippiness and trash 
talking escalated much fur­
ther than anyone had hoped 
or envisioned. 

During the first quarter, a 
brawl broke out right in 
front of the West Virginia 
bench. 

Though there appeared 
to be players throw punch­
es, come off their bench 
onto the field and one play­
er actoolly Jost his helmet 
during the melee, there 
were no ejections from the 
officiating crew. 

Both coaches expressed 
their disappointment in the 

fight. 
"You never want to see 

that," Ohio head coach 
JeremyMcEJroy said. 
"Being on the other side of 
the field, I really didn't see 
what started it or anything. 
It's unfortunate and you 
never want that to happen." 

West Virginia head 
coach Ian Whittington 
believed it was a build up 
that simply boiled over. 

"We told our kids to 
keep their cool, but this is a 
band of brothers and when 
they saw something hap­
pen, they came to the aid 
and help of their teammate. 
I don't think any of our 
guys threw any punches. 
They were trying to rip 
people back." 

OV AC Executive 
Secretary Tom Rataiczak 
wouldn't go as far as say 
the fight gave the grune a 
black eye. But, he coiled it 
an "unfortunate sitoation." 

Rataiczak al.so gave 
kudos to both bead coaches 
for doing their part in try­
ing to keep their players 

held back as much as pos­
sible. 

SETH'S SCOOPS 
■ THE 71st annual 

Rudy Mumley OV AC All­
Star Grune is slated for 
Sunday, July 24, 2016. 
■ IF YOU'RE keeping 

track at home, it'll be Class 
5 A's torn in the rotation to 
coach the grune. Could 
McEJroy get the Ohio 
coaching job in consecu­
tive years? His Beaver 
Local Beavers have 
bumped up to the biggest 
class for this season. 
Steubenville, Cambridge 
and OV AC newcomer 
Warren Local are the only 
other Ohio schools in the 
biggest class. 
■ PREP FOOTBALL 

officially begins Satorday 
in Ohio when teams are 
allowed to begin two-a­
days. West Virginia gets 
into the act on Aug. 3. 

Staskey can be reached 
via email at sstaskey 
@timesleaderonline.com 
or at Twitter.com 
ITLSportsSeth 

Seth 
Staskey 
Sports Edttor 

OVAC participants 
take to social 
media to talk about 
their experience 

Another Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Game has come and gone. 

That signals the start of the new foot­
ball season, for which most in the Ohio 
Valley are ctiomping at the bil 

At the same time, it also signals the end 
of the high school careers for those who 
took part in Sunday evening's affair. 

High school yields many memories and 
offers experiences that people look back 
on fondly for years to come. 

It's safe to say that the OVAC All-Star 
Grune is amongst those for area kids. 

It's an event that area athletes cherish 
and look forward to the most When you 
hear players say during the week that 
they've grown up wanting to play in the 
gome, It's not just blowing smoke. 

Many players utilized their socio! media 
accounts to express their gmtitode and 
excitement about the entire OV AC All­
Star Game experience. 

Sunday night - well, actoally early 
Monday morning - when I got home 
from the office, I was scrolling through 
my Twitter feed and each player I come 
across seemed to have trouble sleeping 
because of what they'd just experienced 
on Wheeling Island. 

And the thing that is lost on some peo­
ple is the fact these memories aren't just 
made by the players. The queens, band, 
cheerleaders all bond and come together 
as a cohesive unit during the week. It's 
really rather impressive when you think 
about it 

Ohio was routed in the game, 35-7, and 
was dominated in tl)e second half when it 
was outscored 28-0. While all competi• 
tors and athletes want to win each tone 
out, the final outcome didn't seem to deter 
the experience. 

Zach Connor of Indian Creek tweeted, 
"didn't go the way I wanted it to go, but 
man did I have a blast this week. Thank 
you coaches and teammates for an amaz. 
ing week I'll never forget" 

Jack Fitch of Martins Ferry tweeted, "I 
want to thank (Jeremy McEJroy) and the 
rest of the staff for a wonderful experi­
ence. Also want to thank my teammates 
for making it better." 

Jacob Quiun of Meadowbrook tweeted, 
"Last night was probably one of the best 
experiences I'll ever have. Had a great. 
time with a great group of guys." 

Errik Snell of Cambridge tweeted, "I 
had the lime of my life tonight!" 

Keep in mind, those four guys all 
played for the losing teom. 

Jace Neville of Morgantown tweeted, 
"(Jan Whittington) deserved this W 
tonight more than anyone. Great coach 
and man! Blessed to have met him." 

West Virginia head coach Ian 
Whittington tweeted, "I just want to thank 
everyone of my #Team WV for everything 
this week! Best experience I've ever had 
as a coach! Thank you, guys! #Teom 

There were a few players, however, 
who were happy to be back in their own 
beds, but who could blome them? 
Everyone enjoys sleeping in his or her 
own bed over a college dormitory. 

From the Queens: 
Automn Kessler of Union Local tweet­

ed, "I seriously can't sleep because of 
how amazing tonight was I I'm so blessed 
to be surrounded by such sweet and caring 
people," 

See, STASKEY, 
Page 82 
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The 6-foot-2, 225-
pounder recorded I 00 
tackles last season en 
route to honorable men­
tion all-state, second team 
All-TRAC, All-Area and 
honorable mention All­
OVAC. 

Anderson, who plans on 
attending West Liberty, is 
the son of Bob and 
Stephanie Anderson. 

THEO BLACKSTON, 
Wheeling Park - This 
former Patriot enjoyed a 
huge season for Coach 
Chris Daugherty's team. 

The 6-1, 235-pounder 
logged time at running 
back, defensive end, line­
backer and fullback. He 
finished with more than 
1,500 yards and scored 
I 9 touchdowns en route to 
all-state honors. 

Along with the state 
honor, Blackston was 
named first team All­
OV AC, All-TRAC, All­
Valley, Big 22 Finalist, 
Elks Player of the Month 
and player of the week. 

Theo, who is planning 
on attending Mercyhurst 
University, is the son of 
Pamela Ebbert. 

MICAH BOLES, 
Parkersburg South -
This former Patriot will 
handle the kicking and 
punting as he did for 
Coach Mike Eddy's team. 

• Rivals 
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The 5-9, I SO-pounder 
was a perfect 3 3 of 3 3 on 
PA Ts and connected on 
five field goals. 

Away from football, 
Boles is an Eagle Scout 
and received the Woody 
Herman Jazz Award. He's 
also the president of the 
Fellowship of Student 
Athletes. 

Micah, who plans on 
attending \Vest Virginia­
Parkersburg, is the son of 
Trent and Amy Boles. 

ZAHIR HICKS, Weir 
- This former Red Rider 
shined at linebacker for 
Coach Tony Filberto's 
team. 

The 6-0, 205-pounder 
recorded 111 tackles, I 7 
for loss, six sacks, recov­
ered four fumbles, forced 
two and picked off a pass. 

His efforts were recog­
nized through first team 
All-OV AC and All­
Valley. He was second 
team all-state. 

Zahir, who is the son of 
Evonna Jordan, is plan­
ning on attending West 
Liberty. 

ZAK KRIECHBAUM, 
Linsly - This former 
Cadet did a little bit of 
everything for Coach BJ. 
Depew's team last season. 

The 5-10, I SO-pounder 
logged 136 tackles, 
recorded 14 interceptions, 

"We all bond together as offensive linemen," 

-~ Jeep "1 A-- c:> e> a::::>~ E= 

1,135 yards receiving and 
was 7 of 7 on field goals 
during his career. 

He was a first team All-
0 VA C and All-Valley 
pick. He was name<l team 
MVP and was a finalist 
for special teams player of 
the year. 

Zak, who is planning on 
attending Ohio University, 
is the son of Doug and 
Jennifer Kriechbaum. 

DEREK MARTIN, 
Cameron - This 
Dragons standout had an 
impressive career for 
Coach Scott Holt's team. 

The 5-10, 17 5-pounder 
recorded 163 tackles and 
9. 5 sacks as a senior en 
route to first team All­
Valley, All-OVAC and 
All-Mason Dixon. 

Away from football, 
Martin is a member of the 
National Honor Society 
and vice president of the 
student council. He was 
also class valedictorian. 

Derck, who plans on 
attending Kenyon College, 
is the son of Gary and 
Kelli Martin. 

JOSH MILLER, 
Bishop Donahue - This 
linebacking standout 
played a key role for 
Coach John Durdines' 
team. 

The 6-3, 185-pounder 
logged 12 3 solo tackles 

Bodkin noted. "We all 
(kid) each other, but we 
all get a long." 

Both players think the 
trenches will be where the 
game is won. 

"The game is won up 
front and we've got a pret-

and had IO interceptions 
en route to first team All­
Valley, All-OVAC and 
special mention all-state. 

Josh, who is the son of 
Chet and Terri Miller, 
plans on attending 
Wheeling Jesuit. 

JOJO RICE, Weir -
This Red Riders speedster 
had a big season for 
Filberto's team. 

The 5-6, 140-pounder 
was an All-OV AC per­
former. He was also a 
standout in track. 

JoJo, who is the son of 
John and Patty Rice, plans 
on attending West 
Virginia. 

COLBY SHRIVER, 
Clay-Dattelle - This for­
mer Cee-Bee had a big 
season from his linebacker 
post for Coach Ryan 
Wilson's team. 

The 6-0, 210-poundcr 
recorded I 09 tackles, two 
forced fumbles and two 
recovered fumbles. He 
also ran for 414 yards and 
four touchdowns. 

Shriver was a second 
team all-state selection, 
first team All-Mason 
Dixon, second earn All­
OV AC and Dominion 
Post All-Area team. 

Colby, who plans on 
attending Fairmont State, 
is the son of Terry and 
Angelia Shriver. 

ty good-sized group of 
guys," Bodkin added. 

"If we don't make holes 
the running backs have 
nowhere to go," Bloor 
said. "We also have to 
give ou,; quarterback time 
to pass. 

I bVAC All-Star Game . 4\-

Bodkin, Bloor: Rivals 
to teammates and back 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

BETHANY - From rivals to team­
mates to rivals again. 

Martins Ferry's Jonathan Bodkin 
and Wellsville's Seth Bloor were two 
of Ohio's top Division III high school 
heavyweight wrestlers last winter. 

This week they will team up to lead 
1 the Buckeyes in the trenches when the 

70th annual Rudy Mumley Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference All-Star 
Football Game kicks off at Wheeling 
Island Stadium on Sunday night 

However, they will again go into 
rival mode when college starts in the 
fall. Bodkin (5-foot-7,,7_40 pounds) 
will continue his athletic and.academic 
careers at West Liberty University, , 
while Bloor (6-1, 260) has enrolled 
down the road at Wheeling Jesuit 
University 

While both will continue to wrestle 
at the collegiate level, their mindset is 
strictly on football this week. 

"I think it will be fun to play with 
him on the line," Bloor admitted. "I 

1 
don't dislike the guy. It was just a cou­
ple of wrestling matches. I did what I 
had to do to win and he did the same. 
Now we're on the same team with the 
same mission." 

"I think it will be a great experience 
playing with him," Bodkin, the former 
Purple Riders center, said. "We 
haven't even talked about those match-

cs. All three (matches) 
were wars, though. All 
three of them could've 
went either way.'' 

The duo hooked in a 
trio of matches that 
went right down to the 
fmal buzzer, and then 

BODKIN some, with Bloor com­
rng out on top each 
time in sudden death. 
The former Tigers 
standout prevailed in 
the Ron Mauck OV AC 
285-pound champi­
onship bout, the Pepsi­
Ohio Coatings Panther 
Classic finals at 

. BLOOR , Buckeye Local, and the 
state sem1f!Ilals lil 

Columbus. 
"I have a lot of respect for Jonathan 

when it comes to wrestling," Bloor 
said during media day Monday after­
noon at Bethany College, where the 
Ohio and West Virginia teams will 
practice for Sunday's contest. which 
begins at 7: 15 p.m. "He's good at 
what he does. He's hard to score on 
and makes the match his match." 

The two have known each other 
since junior high school when they 
competed in the OV AC Tournament. 
However, they didn't cross paths in 
high school until their senior seasons. 

See, Rivals, Page 82 
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W. va:s defense revealed 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - Ian Whittington 
knows Ohio has plenty of playmakers 
on the offensive side of the ball. 

The West Virginia coach believes he 
has plenty of playmakers on the defen­
sive side, which should lead to an 
interesting matchup Sunday night at 
Wheeling Island Stadium in the 70th 
annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Football Game. 

Whittington announced his line­
backers, secondary and kicker for the 
game. 

"I honestly believe we have a lot of 
depth at linebacker and guys who are 
tough against the run," Whittington 
said. "Our outside linebackers have to 
be able to move. Our defensive backs 
can fly around and they're bigger, ver­
satile kids." 

Camp got under way Sunday at 
Bethany College. 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
DYLAN ANDERSON, 

Morgantown - This former 
Mohigan shined at middle linebacker 
for Coach J oho Bowers' team. 

See, Defense, Page 82 
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70th Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Game 

Oho all-stars fall to W.Va. 
Mounta 
Buckey 
By SETH STASK 

State routs 
State 35-7 

Times Leade~ Sports dttor 

WHEELING - est Virginia coach Ian Whittington 
didn't hold back wh he spoke about his squad nll week. 

The Oak Glen me tor was high on every aspect enter­
ing Sunday night's 0th annual Rudy Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Football Ga e. 

Nothing - inclu ·ng a 70-mlnute rain delay, a first­
quarter melee, or hio - was about to stand in the 
Mountaineers' way e route to a 35-7 victory. 

"It comes down the game, but this was about the 
experience of the O C All-Star Game and bonding as a 
team," Whittington , id. "Finishing with a win makes it 
even more special, t . " 

The bonding is on thing, but having guys like Linsly's 
Chimechi Oparan zie and Wheeling Park's Theo 
Blackston in the b ckfield - along with impressive 
offensive and 1defens e fronts - didn't hurt matters. 

The game was tie at 7-7 until there was fonr seconds 
remaining in the thir quarter. That's when Oparanozie 
found dayligh\ aroun the left end and went untouched for 
a 17-yard touchdow 

"We wanted to g them out of the box and then jam 
onr big guys 4p then iddle at them," Whittington said. 

Micah Boles adde his second of five PAT kicks to put 
the Mountaineers up, 14-7, entering the fourth. 

From there, the w ·els fell off for Ohio. 
Along with West irginia finding offensive momen­

tum, the Ohio offens was bitten by the turnover bug. 
On the ensuing p ssession, Ohio quarterback Chaice 

Truex was stripped • the ball and Clay-Battelle's Jacoby 
Steele scooped it and scored from 25 yards out 

Parkersbu~g Sou 's Trevor Boot got a free run at 
Truex on the ,next B ckeyes offensive play. He stripped 
the ball and tl)en po ced on it, putting the Mountaineers 
in business again. 

"Turnovers! were stly and were a big turning point," 
Ohio coach J~remy cElrqy said, "Obviously you can't 
turn the ball C\'ver an expect to win!' 

It took oiplay r OplU1lll. ozie to find the end zone 
again. This • e it c vered 18 yards. After the PAT, the 

See, LL-STARS, Page 82 
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Photo by Seth Staskey 
OHIO'S CHAICE 1ruex throws a pass during the 
game. ! 
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Brown,iQparanozie 
are most-valuable 
By KYLE LUTZ 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING 
Chimechi Oparanozie final-

Photo by Selh Staskey 
OHIO'S KALUB Mttchell tries to carry the ball past West Virginia's defense during the 70th annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Game Sunday at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Brown short, but big on numbers 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

WHEELING - Al 5- • 
foot-5, 155 pounds, 
Monroe Central's Levi 
Brown was the smallest 
playe,.Jln the Ohio rostei:, 
for Sunday night's 70th­
annual Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football 
Game. 

However, the former 
Seminoles standout turned 
out to be one of the biggest 
on a dismal night for the 
Buckeyes in a 35-7 drub­
bing by West Virginia, He 
finished with 25 yards 
rushing on seven carries. 
Ohio bad 25 for the game 
on 33 totes. He also caught 
a pair of passes for 13 
stripes. 

The pint-sized Brown 
was voted the Ohio MVP 
after scoring the Buckeyes 
Jone touchdown on a twist­
ing-and-turning 13-yard 
run midway through the 
first quarter that drew the 
Red-and-White even at 7. 

"It all happened so 
quick. I really don't know 
what happened," he said of 
his TD. "I do know I made 

)' 

Pholo by Seth Staskey 
OHIO'S LEVI Brown breaks through the West 
Virginia defense. 

a couple of cuts and I was 
right there. I had some 
good blocking, as well." 

That was the last time 
the Buckeyes even get 
close to scoring as West 
Virginia dominated the 
. remainder of the contest. 

When the final buzzer 
sounded, it marked the end 
of Brown's football career. 

He will attend Baldwin­
Wallace University in 
Berea where he will dou­
ble-major in athletic train­
ing and pre-physical thera­
py. 

"It's upsetting. It's my 
last time (walking off the 
field)," he said. "It was my 
choice whether to play or 
not. Hopefully, I made the 

right decision." 
Regardless, he will 

remember the experience 
of playing in the OV AC 
All-Star Game for the rest 
of his life. 

"This entire week was 
amazing." he said of the 
week-long of training 
camp nt Bethany College, 
"We came in as single 
guys, individuals players, 
and we ended up as a 
team." 

As a senior, be rushed 
for 1,165 yards and 13 
touchdowns on 170 car­
ries in helping lead the 
Seminoles to another 
playoff berth. It was 
Brown's second straight 
1,000-yard season - he 
ranforl,02lin2013 -
leaving him with a career 
total of 2,908 yards and 
35 TDs. He' also caught 
24 passes this season for 
260 yards, 

Brown received nothing 
but praise from Monroe 
Central )lead coach Jny 
Circosta following last 
season. 

"He was jµst a kid that, 
pound-for-pound, inch-for­
inch, they don't come any 
tougher than )-,evi." 

' 
' 

W.Va.'s interior lines bring the p~in 
By SHAWN RINE 
For The Times Leader 

WHRRJ ,ING - When nush c~me 



The Oak Glen mentor was lllgh on every nspecc,emer­

ing Sunday night's 70th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC 

All-Star Football Game. 
Nothing - including a 70-minute rain delay, a first­

quarter melee, or Ohio - was about to stand in the 

Mountaineers' way en route to a 35-7 victory. 
"It comes down to the game, but this was about the 

experience of the OV AC All-Star Game and bonding as a 
team," Whittington said. "Finishing with a win mllkes it 

even more special, too." 
The bonding is one thing, but having guys like Linsly's 

Chimechi Oparanozie and Wheeling Park's Theo 

Blackston in the backfield - along with impressive 

offensive and defensive fronts - didn't hurt matters. 
The game was tied at 7-7 until there was four seconds 

remaining in the third quarter. That's when Oparanozie 

found daylight around the left end and went untouched for 

a 17-yard touchdown. 
"We wanted to get them out of the box and then jam 

our big guys up the middle at them," Whittington said. 
Micah Boles added his second of five PAT kicks to put 

the Mountaineers up, 14-7, entering the fourth. 
From there, the wheels fell off for Ohio. 
Along with West Virginia finding offensive momen­

tum, the Ohio offense was bitten by the turnover bug. 
On the ensuing possession, Ohio quarterback Chaice 

Truex was stripped of the ball and Clay-Battelle's Jacoby 
Steele scooped it and scored from 25 yards out. 

Parkersburg South's Trevor Boot got a free run at 

Truex on the next Buckeyes offensive play. He stripped 
the ball and then pounced on it, putting the Mountaineers 

in business again. 
"Turnovers were costly and were a big turning point," 

Ohio coach Jeremy Mc Elroy said. "Obviously you can't 

tum the ball over and expect to win." 
It took one play for Oparanozie to find the end zone 

again. This time it covered I 8 yards. After the PAT, the 

See, ALL-STARS, Page B2 
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Photo by Seth Staskey 

OHIO'S CHAICE Truex throws a pass during the 
game. 

Brown, Oparanozie 
are most-valuable 
By KYLE LUTZ 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING 
Chimechi Opar.inozie final-
1 y could have his senior 
moment. After being side­
lined due to injury during 
his final season at Linsly, 
the Cadet did all he could 
during the 70th annual 
OV AC Rudy Mumley All­
Star Football Game. 

The Linsly running back 
ran for 7 5 yards and found 
the end zone two times in 
the second half and was 
named MVP for West 
Virginia as it defeated 
Ohio, 35-7, on Sunday 
night at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. Monroe Central's 
Levi Brown was named 
MVP for the Ohio team. 

"I was really proud of the 
line," Oparanozic suid. 
"They really stepped it up. I 
have to give it all to the 
line, and the receivers did a 
good job, too." 

The 5-foot-11, 250-
pound back's touchdowns 
were both in key moments. 
With the score tied at 7-7, 
the Cadet took the handoff 
and ran I 8 yards to the end 
zone to give West Virginia 
a lead it didn't relinquish. 

• 

OPARANOZIE 

"It wa.s just adrenaline, to 
be honest," Oparanozie said 
about his scores. 

The other one came after 
a key play by the West 
Virginia defense. With 
9:24 left in the game, 
Trevor Boot ripped the ball 
from the Ohio quarter­
back's hands and recovered 
the fumble. On the ensuing 
play for West Virginia, 
Oparanozie found a hole in 
the Ohio defense and took 
it to the house from 19 

See, MVPs, 
Page B2 

Ill 

Photo by Seth Staskey 

OHIO'S KALUB Mitchell tries to carry the ball past West Virginia's defense during the 70th annual Rudy 

Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Game Sunday at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Brown short, but big on numbers 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

WHEELING - At 5- • 
foot-5, 155 pounds, 
Monroe Central' s Levi 
Brown was the smallest 
player on the Ohio roster 
for Sunday night's 70th 
annual Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Rudy 
Mumley All-Star Football 
Game. 

However, the former 
Seminoles standout turned 
out to be one of the biggest 
on a dismal night for the 
Buckeyes in a 35-7 drub­
bing by West Virginia. He 
finished with 25 yards 
rushing on seven carries. 
Ohio had 25 for the game 
on 3 3 totes. He also caught 
a pair of passes for I 3 
stripes. 

The pint-sized Brown 
was voted the Ohio MVP 
after scoring the Buckeyes 
lone touchdown on a twist­
ing-and-turning I 3-yard 
run midway through the 
first quarter that drew the 
Red-and-White even at 7. 

"It all happened so 
quick. I really don't know 
what happened." he said of 
his TD. "I do know I made 

Photo by Seth Staskey 

OHIO'S LEVI Brown breaks through the West 
Virginia defense. 

a couple of cuts and I was 
right there. I had some 
good blocking, as well." 

That was the last time 
the Buckeyes even get 
close to scoring as West 
Virginia dominated the 
remainder of the contest. 

When the final buzzer 
sounded. it marked the end 
of Brown's football career. 

He will attend Baldwin­
Wallace University in 
Berea where he will dou­
ble-major in athletic train­
ing and pre-physical thera­
py. 

"It's upsetting. It's my 
last time (walking off the 
field)." he said. "It was my 
choice whether to play or 
not. Hopefully, I made the 

right decision:· 
Regardless. he will 

remember the experience 
of playing in the OV AC 
All-Star Game for the rest 
of his life. 

''This entire week was 
amazing, .. he said of the 
week-long of training 
camp at Bethany College. 
"We came in as single 
guys, individuals players, 
and we ended up as a 
team." 

As a senior, he rushed 
for 1,165 yards and I 3 
touchdowns on I 70 cur­
ries in helping lend the 
Seminoles to another 
playoff berth. It was 
Brown's sccon<l straight 
I ,000-yard season - he 
ranforl,021 in2013 -
lcaYing him with a career 
total of 2,908 yards and 
35 TDs. He also caught 
24 passes this season for 
260 yards. 

Brown rccdvcd nothing 
but praise from Monroe 
Central head coach Jay 
Circosta following last 
season. 

"He was just a kid that, 
pound-for-pound, inch-for­
inch, they don't come any 
tougher than Levi.·' 

W.Va.'s interior lines bring the pain 
By SHAWN RINE 
For The Times Leader 

WHEELING - When push came 
to shove as it so often docs in these 
types of games, West Virginia coach 
Ian Whittington was confident his big 
boys up front would take over the 
70th annual OV AC Rudy Mumley 
All-Star Football Game on Sunday 
night at Wheeling Island Stadium. 
What he believed and what happened 
were the exact same thing. 

The Mountaineers' offensive and 
defensive lines took their toll on the 
Ohio squad midway through the third 
quarter to pave the way to a 35-7 vic­
tory. 

"My defensive line is what was 
my .star points ... the backs and the 
defensive line," Whittington said. 
"In the second half they truly took 
over the game. 

"We knew we were going to run 
the ball an<l they knew we were going 
to run the ball, but they did a very 
good job of plugging up the inside 
and plugging the holes, so in the sec­
ond half we had to spread them out. 

"Those two backs are unbelievable 
- 250 on Chimeci (Oparanozie) and 
240 with Theo (Blackston) - and I 
would be afraid to tackle them." 

Field Position 
Oparanozie and Blackston each 

scored a pair of touchdowns, but had 
they not Whittington knows exactly 

• 

Photo by Seth Staskey 

OHIO'S MALIK Gummer tries to stay on his feet as he attempts to run 

past West Virginia's defense. 

who he would have named his team's 
MVP. It's not who you think. 

"I'd give the game ball to Micah 
Boles," Whittington said. 

For those not familiar, that would 
be the former Parkersburg South 
standout who handled the punting and 
kicking duties for the Mountaineers. 

He continually changed the fiel<l 
position, making .sure Ohio had to 
work for anything it got. In the end 
thnt WU."in 't much. 

"He was putting the ball clown 

See, W.VA., Page 82 
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yards out to put the nail in the coffin and West Virginia 
led28-7. 

"I told him that you didn't get to have your senior sea­
son this year," West Virginia coach Ian Whittington said. 
"I said, 'This is your season all in one. This is what 
you've been building up for. You got healthy. I took a 
chance on you, son, and I expect you to give it to me.' 
Chirnechi just came out and played." 

It sure wus a great way for the running back to end his 
high school career. 

"From not playing and watching my team play the 
whole year and sitting on the sidelines, I just mn angry 
because I couldn't play for the whole year," Oparanozie 
said. "I didn't expect to have a game like this, honestly. It 
wus a good experience." 

Brown had an impressive game for Ohio as he was 
voted MVP. The 5-5, 155-pound running back scored the 
only touchdown for the Buckeyes on a 13-yard run in the 
second quarter to tie the game up at 7-7. 

"It wus a great experience," Brown said. "The stands 
were packed. The atmosphere wus amazing. I'm not play­
ing college ball, so it wus my lust time playing and it wus 
a great feeling, even though we lost." 

Brown played a solid game and certainly gave the 
crowd something to look forward to when he stepped on 
the field. He tallied 2 I yards and his score, and also 
caught two passes. 

"Just representing Monroe Central, Monroe County, 
my school, just everything, it was a great experience," 
Brown said. "I've had the pleasure to work under Coach 
(Jay) Circosta for the past four year and I couldn't of 
made it here without him and the rest of the coaching 
staff at Monroe Central." 

"He's a great kid," Ohio coach Jeremy McElroy said 
about Brown. "He's the kind of kid that plays all heart 
and if you go David and Goliath, he's David. But, he's 
fits that role too. His heart's as big as this stadium." 

W.Va. 
Continued from Page B 1 

in.side the I 0, inside the 5 and his kickoffs were deep," 
Whittington said. ''Micah Boles is a special player and he 
needs to be playing somewhere in college. 

"He should play at the next level." 
Pride, Passion . 

He may have only had this particular group for a week, 
but it wasn't hard to tell Whittington had legitimate admi­
ration for his kids. In fact, it almost looked like he wanted 
to play in the game. 

"I didn't know Coach Whit from Adam, but the first 
day of practice he was really intense," Blackston said. "I 
like intense coaches ... people who keep you pumped and 
into the game. 

"That's what he supplied. Actually, all the coaches 
were like that. All week long we were hyped up." 

Whittington may have gotten more than he bargained 
for during the second half when he ran onto the field after 
a big play and chest-bumped Linsly grad Chukwudi 
Chukwu. 

"I'm pretty sure he broke my ribs .. I am not kidding," 
Whittington said with a laugh. '' And he broke the headset 
because he's a monster. 

"As you can see with my bond with my team, it was 
about the experience of the OVAC All-Star Game. It's 
not just the football game, because that's what it comes 
down to. 

"But it's the experience of being with these kids and 
these athletes. It was amazing. It was the most fun I've 
ever had coaching. It was a special experience. 

Big Play 
West Virginia was clinging to a tight lead before it 

broke the game open with a flurry of quick scores. None 
was bigger than a fumble recovery by Clay-Battelle's 
Jacob Steele that he rnn back for a touchdown. 

Whittington admits that had it been a regular-season 
game he would have liked to see his player just fall on the 
football in that scenario. But not in a contest like this. 

"We talked about that," Whittington said. "This isn't 
Oak Glen High School where we arc trying to build and 
build and make the safe play. 

"This is an all-star game and if you have a chance to 
pick up a fumble, you take it back. This is his time to 
shine on the big stage.'' 

Photo by Seth Staskey 
OHIO'S BRUCE Berger battles for the ball against 
oooosina West Virainia olavers. 
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Photo by Andy Lloyd 
WEIR'S WILLIAM Larch (7) runs the ball for West Virginia against Ohio's OVAC All-Stars during the 70th 
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Game Sunday at Wheeling Island Stadium. West Virginia beat 
Ohio 35-7. 

All-Stars 
Continued from Page 81 
scoreboard read 28-7 and many of 
the fans began to head for the exits. 

"Once we scored 28, we kind of 
had a feeling it was over," 
Oparanozie, who finished with 7 5 
yards on 14 curries, said. "This was 
fantastic. I never would have expect­
ed to play like I did. This was a great 
week. This felt like more of a team, in 
just two days, than anyone else I've 
ever played with." 

Blackston, who scored the game's 
first touchdown from 6 yards out, 
capped the scoring with 3:20 to go on 
an 8-yard run around the end. 

"We didn't respond to adversity 
and never got going after turning the 
bull over," McElroy said. "We didn't 
execute very well. We knew their 
(defensive) front wus solid coming in 
and they made some plays." 

Ohio couldn't get much going 
offensively. With West Virginia's 
defensive line causing all sorts of 
problems, the Buckeyes were limited 
to 25 yards rushing and 163 total. 
They hud eight first downs. 

"At the beginning of the game we 
allowed Truex to get out of the pock­
et and he made some plays, but were 

getting to him and getting to him in 
the second half for some negative 
plays," Whittington said. 

The Buckeyes' lone score came on 
a I 3-yard run by Monroe Central's 
Levi Brown in the middle stages of 
the third quarter. He was Ohio's lead­
ing rusher with 25 yards on seven 
carries. Cambridge's Mo Lathan 
caught two passes for 44 yards. 

"It was a great week with great 
kids," McEiroy said. "These were 
great kids and it's always nice, win or 
lose, to spend time with first-class 
kids." 

Photo by Andy Lloyd 
WEST VIRGINIA'S and Ohio's All-Stars await the coin toss before the beginning of the 70th annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Game Sunday at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Kyle Busch finally nabs win at Indy 
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) - Kyle 

Busch's incredible comeback rolled 
through Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, where Busch won the 
Brickyard 400 on Sunday for a 
weekend sweep at the historic track. 

Busch missed the first 11 races of 
the season with a broken right leg 
and broken left foot. He returned in 
late May and hus won three consec­
utive Sprint Cup Series races and 
four of the last five. 

Now he has a prestigious 
Brickyard victory to give him one of 
NASCAR's elusive crown jewels. 
His Indianapolis victory ranks 
alon~side his Southern 500 win at 
Darhngton Raceway as the biggest 
of his career. 

"Maybe I found my happy place," 
Busch .said in victory lane when 
:i~lrPrl if hP hn~ fn11nrl n nPW nPT'1-nPr-

tive since he was injured in a crash 
the day before the season-opening 
Daytona. 500. 

Busch, who also won the second­
tier Xfinity Series race Saturday ut 
Indianapolis, moved 23 points away 
from cracking the top 30 in the 
standings. NASCAR granted him a 
waiver that will make him eligible 
for the Chase for the Sprint Cup 
championship should he be ranked 
inside the top 30 in points. 

"We're a championship contend­
ing team, we just need to be champi­
onship eli~ible," Busch said. 

The wm for Joe Gibbs Racing 
was the first Sprint Cup Series vic­
tory at Indianapolis for Toyota. 
Chevrolet had entered the mce on a 
12-year winnin~ streak and had won 
I 6 of the 21 Bnckyards. 

ThP m:1n11fartnrPr nlGn wnn thP, 

Indianapolis 500 in May with Roger 
Penske driver Juan Pablo Montoya. 
But Penske was denied his first 
Brickyard 400 win when Joey 
Logano finished second to Busch on 
Sunday in a Ford. 

"Geez, I guess Kyle's back," 
Da,Ytona 500 winner Logano said. 
"It s just so frustrnting running sec­
ond at the Brickyard. Second hurts." 

Busch knows that all too well. He 
finished second in two of the previ­
ous three Brickyards. 

Kevin Harvick was third in a 
Chevrolet, followed by Martin 
Truex Jr., Busch teammate Denny 
Hamlin and Clint Bowyer. Matt 
Kenseth, another Gibbs driver, wus 
seventh, followed by Kurt Busch 
and Kyle Larson. 

Penske driver Brad Keselowski 
rnnnrlen ont the. tnn 1 n 
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■ West Virginia Derby 

■ Cueto traded 

■ Busch wins again 

Matthew Peaslee 

HOLD THE LINE - Members of the Ohio and West Virginia OVAC All-Star. teams line during a play In the second half of the 70th Annual 
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game in Wheeling on Sunday. West Virginia beat Ohio, 35-7 . . . 

West Virginia topples Ohio 
Mountaineers earn 

squad's largest 
margin of victory 
in OVAC game 

By MATTHEW PEASLEE 
Sports l'/Tfter 

WHEELING - For Zahir 
Hicks !IIld the West Virginia 
All-St1111 team, the final score 
of Sunday's ?0th-annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Foot-

ball Game was a bit of a sur- take that any day on a football 
prise. field." 

But not in the way any West Virginia claimed a 35-
other 28-point differential 7 win in the game played at 
would be. Wheeling Island Stadium. The 

''Honestly, we imagined it win was West Virginia's 26th 
a little higher," said in the series that dates 
Hicks, a former back to 1940, and 
Weir High stand- was the largest 
out. "We want-· margin of vic-
ed to score SO tory for the 
points and we M o u n -
didn't want taineers. 
them to get T h e 
anything. It Ii gh ts-out 
was close d e f e n s e 
e n o u g h . deployed by 
Shoot, I'll L------------'- West Vir-

ginia limited Ohio to just 25 
rushing yards and a scorele.ss 
second half. 

"The defense was amaz­
ing," said Mountaineers head 
coach Ian Whittington. "We 
thought our defensive line 
was our best aspect and in the 
first half they got after it. The 
took over the game in the sec­
ond half." 

West Virginia scored on its 
first possession in the first 
quarter, a nine-play drive that 
lasted less than four minutes. 
It was capped by a two-yard 

See OVAC Page 38 ¢ 

Swiger surges on offense Connor flies on defense 

Mica" Swiger 

By MATTHEW PEASLEE -_By MATTHEW PEASLEE 
Sports writer • ~f.~rts writer 

WHEELING - In the near \i\,JIEELING - From a 
future, Micah Swiger intends ~)\Who saw the game unfold 
011, pursuing a career in weld-~ . frolll" the sidelines and right 
ing. He got his start on Sunday in the thick of battle, Zach 
by burning the opposing Connor offered the most hon­
defense. est reason for Ohio's short-

Swiger, an Oak Glen gradu- coming in Sunday's 70th­
ate, showcased his speed in the annual OVAC Rudy Mumley 
70th-annual OVAC Rudy Mum- All-Star Football Game. 
ley All-Star Football Game. "The. ball didn't bounce 
The quick and elusive S-foot-7, our way and West Virginia 
140-pounder was the team's made big plays when they 
primary return man. He aver- had to," Connor said. 
aged 28 yards on four punt The eventual 35-7 final 
returns and took a kickoff score loo'Jced like it could 
return for more than 45 yards, have gone either way in the 
though it was called back due first half. 
to an illegal block in the back. "I thought we did a very 

"I was ready for that role," good job of handling the 

See OFFENSE Page 38 ¢ See DEFENSE Page 3B ¢ Zach Connor 



Defense 

MONDAY, JULY 27, 2015 

OVAC 
run from Theo Black­
ston, a Wheeling Park 
grad. 

Blackston and back­
field mate Chimechi 
Oparanozie of Linsly 
each found the end zone 
twice. Oparanozie fin­
ished with 75 rushing 
yards on 14 carries and 
was named the West Vir­
ginia Most Valuable Play­
er. This was his first 
football game since 2013, 
as he missed his senior 
season with the Cadets 
due to injury. 

"From not playing and 
watching my team play 
the whole year and sit­
ting on the sidelines, I 
just ran angry because I 
couldn't play for the 
whole year," Oparanozie 
said. "I didn't expect to 
have a game like this, 
honestly. It was a good 
experience." 

Ohio got on the board 
midway through the sec­
ond quarter on a 13-yard 
run by Monroe Central 
grad Levi Brown, who 
was named Ohio Most 
Valuable Player. The 
Buckeyes nearly got on 
the board again before 
halftime as Stone 
Romano of Steubenville 
Catholic Central , picked 
off a pass and returned it 
to West Virginia territo­
ry with under a minute 
left in the second quar­
ter. 

The Buckeyes ran 
four plays before River's 
Colton Wright lined up to 
kick a 30-yard field goal 
The snap was botched as 
time expired and Ohio 
wouldn't have another 
opportunity to score 
again. 

West Virginia forced 

seven three-and-outs on 
Ohio and controlled the 
tempo for the second 
half. 

"It didn't go our way,!' 
said Ohio coach Jeremy 
McElroy. "We didn't 
respond to adversity. We 
turned the ball over and 
didn't get anything 
going. We didn't execute 
very well. They had a 
great defensive front 
and we knew that going 
in. 

"Their guys made 
some plays. Momentum 
was big for them." 

West Virginia had 175 
total yards and used four 
quarterbacks. Bishop 
Donahue's Jesse Padlow 
started and completed 
one pass for 18 yards. 
Will Larch of Weir came 
in for the second quarter 
and completed two pass­
es for a total of 17 yards. 

Brooke's Aaron Walk­
er started the third quar­
ter, after playing 
defense all of the first 
half, and was 3 for 3 
passing for 18 yards. 

"Throughout high 
school, my main focus 
was quarterback,'' Walk­
er said. "It was a 360 for 
me this week because I 
had to focus so much on 
playing defense. I think 
we played great as a 
defensive unit, b\lt play­
ing quarterback was just 
the icing on the cake." 

Paden City's Zach 
Heasley played most of 
the fourth quarter under 
center for the Moun­
taineers. 

West Virginia broke 
the 7-7 tie late in the 
third quarter with 
Oparanozie's second 
touchdown. Early in the 

Offense 

SPORTS 

fourth quarter, Jacoby 
Steele of the Moun­
taineers and a Clay-Bat­
telle grad, picked up a 
fumble and returned it 
for a touchdown. 

"This Is an all-star 
game," Whittington said. 
"This Isn't Oak Glen 
High School where we're 
trying to build and make 
the safe plays. This is the 
chance to make the plays 
and his time to shine. 
Scoop and score any time 
you get." 

West Virginia forced 
seven Ohio fumbles. 

The game was delayed 
an hour and 15 minutes 
due to continuous light­
ning strikes. Fans were 
cleared from the stands 
and teams were sum­
moned to their locker 
rooms, which served as 
makeshift dormitories. 

"I actually fell 
asleep," Walker said. "I 
had a pillow and found a 
. nice, wide open spot on 
the carpet and took a 
nap. We were all frus­
trated and anxious. Then, 
once it started it fired us 
up even more." 

For better or worse. 
At the 7:26 mark of the 
first quarter, a brawl 
broke out near the West 
Virginia sidelines after 
Ohio quarterback Chaice 
Truex found Moe Lathan 
for a short gain. Pushing 
and shoving ensued, 
before helmets were 
removed and punches 
were thrown. 

After referees sorted 
out the melee, no player 
was ejected and the 
teams accepted off-set­
ting penalties. The com­
plete pass was taken 
away and they played the 

Continued from Page 18 

down again. 
"That had just been a 

full week passing by," 
Whittington said. "We 
heard a little chirping 
going on back and forth. 
We told them to keep 
their cool. I think we 
kept our cool, for the 
most part. This is a band 
of brothers. They came 
together and saw their 
guys getting on our guys. 

"They came out to 
help and I don't think any 
of our guys threw any 
punches. They were good 
on that; they were just 
trying to rip people 
back." 

Each team was penal­
ized four times, with 
Ohio suffering 27 penal­
ty yards and West Vir­
ginia taking 45 yards in 
penalties. 

Truex, of Bellaire St. 
John, finished· with 138 
yards, completing 14 of 
22 passes . 

7oth·annuel Rudy Mum(ey OVAC All·S1ar 
Football Game 

{et Wheeling Jsllmd Stadium) 
West Vlrglnll1 35, Ohio 7 

Ohio O 7 0 0-,7 
West Virginia 7 o 7 21 - 35 

First Quarter 
WV! B!llcitsloo l run, (Boles leek), 6:05. 

Secnnd Q\J.!lrter 
OH: Brown lJ IVll !Wright kick), 8:U. 

Third Quarler 
wv: OparaM1la 17 nm (Boles kick), o:o.t 

Fourth Qu;srter 
WV: Steele 25 fumble return, (Boles kick), 
11:11 
WV: Op.iranoIJe 18 run, (Boles kick), 9:31. 
WV: Blackston 8 run (Bolts kick), 3:20, 
RUSHING: OMo: JJ.25-ltd {Truex, 12-(-
29); Brown, MHD; Shannon, 3·10; 
H1111arct. 3·11; Lathan, fll; Howell, n; 
Gummer, 1+5li Team, H-61), West Vir· 
glnia, l3·116-4td (Oparanozle, JH5·2td; 
Blackston, 5•20; Padlow, 2·13; Larch, H· 
10); Chukwu, 2-(·lli Walker, H-11); Rlc.e, 
1-29; Heasloy, 1-1. 
PASSING: Ohio U·27·1311-lx (Truex, lHII· 
121·1x; lalhan, H5; Hilllani, 1-J·ll). West 
Virginia, 6-15-S'Hl (Padlow, 1·5·1Bi Larch 
H-17-lx; Willker 3-3·\B; Heasley, 0·2), 
RECEIVING: Chlo lfl38 (Snell, l•H; 
Brown, 2-13; lalhan 2-.«; Romano, 2-13; 
Gummer, M; Sh&mon, 1-10; Ntltc.he!I, 1-11; 
Gummer, 2·0). West Vlrgln!s, 6-59 {Swiger, 
J-12; Opararwzle, Hi Schwendeman, H· 
~); Boot, 1-lB), 
f'lrst oawns: Ohio, e; West Virginia, 14 
Fumbles: Ohio, 7-2; West Vlrglnla, 5-0. 
Pena!11es: Ohio, .lr2J,• West Virginia, H5 

physicality in the first 
half,'' Connor said. 

Continued from Page 18 

takes. Those are things I 
can work on and continue 
to get better." 

Swiger said after his West Vir­
ginia team knocked off Ohio 35-

Continued from Page 18 

Ian Whittington picked him for 
the all-star team. Whittington 
the head coach at Oak Glen fo; 
the past two years, wanted his 
Golden Bear playmaker to do the 
same for the Mountaineers. 

West Virginia scored a 
touchdown on its first 
drive, but the Ohio 
defense forced the Moun­
taineers to three three­
and-outs in the rest of the 
first half. 

"We knew they were 
going to be big and phys­
ical up front,'' said Con­
nor, an Indian Creek 

, grad. ''We knew they had 
some big backs that 
could carry the ball well 
and create space." 

Eight different West 
Virginia players carried 
the ball for positive 
yardage. Meanwhile, 
Connor was involved in 
16 tackles for Ohio. 

"I felt good for the 
most part," he said. "I 
knew I made some mis-

Connor will get that 
chance in a few weeks 
when he begins training 
camp at West Liberty. 

"I'm looking forward 
to just being out there 
with a new team,'' Con­
nor said. "I'm not going 
to be the coach's son any­
more, so nobody is going 
to know me. I get to make 
a name for myself. 

"I'm looking forward 
to the transition from 
high school ball to col­
lege ball. I'm really 
excited to be a Hilltop­
per." 

Zach's father, 
Andrew, is entering his 
13th season as Indian 
Creek's head football 
coach. 

7. ' 
"Coach just told us to make big 

plays and step up when we could. 
We did that and that's why we 
won. A lot of different guys 
stepped up and came through in 
big situations." 

Swiger was ready to field 
kicks and punts, but his expanded 
use on offense was a bit of sur­
prise. He was used as a receiver 
and caught three passes for 32 
yards to lead all wide outs. 

Aaron Walker "We were a little weary about 
passing at first,'' Swiger said. 
"But once we saw what defense 
they were running, we knew what two complete passes in the sec-

we had to do. 0nd half. 
"I wish I woulc;l have got in the "Micah is a great football play-

end zone maybe one time, but it is er," Walker said. "He's so fast 

what It is. We won and that's all and I'm glad I got him the ball 
that matters." ~e's a playmaker and he got out 

Former Brooke quarterback ~::. ,,□pen and did some good 

Aaron Walker found Swiger for T 
____________________ ::__:hat's one of tile reasons why 

"H e was our go-to guy at Oak 
Glen and now the whole Ohio Val­
ley got to see what kind of player 
he is,'' Whittington said. "I knew 
that Micah could score any time 
he gets the ball in his hands." 

The Golden Bears had just two 
wins in the past two regular sea­
sons, but Sunday's victory -
~wiger's last g(IJl1e on the grid­
iron - was special for him and 
his high school coach. • 

"It's the best way to end it " 
said Swiger, who will atten'd 
Pittsburgh Technical Institute in 
the fall. "It's a chip off our shoul­
ders. It's a relief because the past 
few years didn't go exactly how 
we wanted to, but this win was 
special. Coach Whitt deserves it." 
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. Va. scores 35-1 rout in OVAC All-Star Game 
JEFF HARRISON 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

WHEELING, WV - This 
one got away in a hurry. 

After enduring a lightning 
delay of an hour and 10 
minutes prior to kickoff, the 
teams traded punches for 
the better part of three quar­
ters before a quick flurry 
in less than three minutes 
delivered a knockout punch 
as West Vrrginiu claimed 
a 35-7 victory over Ohio 
in the 70th Annual OVAC 
Rudy Munaley All-Star 
Football Grune at Wheeling 
Island Stadium on Sunday 
night 

The score was deadlocked 
at 7-7 late in the third quar­

:1 
II 
'<t'>" 

ter, but West Vrrginia put , 
together a quick five-play, 
65-yard drive to move in 
front 

Weir High's Jo Jo Rice 
got the series going with a ' 
29-yard gainer followed by 
a 14-yard pass play from 
Brooke's Aaron Walker to 
Oak Glen's Micah Swiger, 
setting up a 17-yard TD 
run on a delay by Linsly's 
Chirnechi Oparanozie. 
Following the PAT by 
Parkersburg South's Micah 
Boles, West Vrrginia had a 

Garratt Knoll/The Dally Jeffersonian 
·Cambridge ffigb's Moe Lathan carries the ball toward a pair of West Virginia 
defenders during Sunday night's OVAC Rudy Murnley All-Star Football Game 
at Wheeling Island Stadium. West Virginia posted a 35-7 victory 

14-7 lead with four seconds 
remaining in round three. 

The floodgates opened 
soon thereafter as West 
Vrrginia converted a pair of 
Ohio trrmovers into 14 more 
points. 

First came a 
25-yard scoop-and­
score fumble return 
by Clay-Battelle's ,c.'l\'l_,. 
Jacoby Steele at 
the 11:12 mark of the fourth 
period and then -just three 
plays later -the Buckeyes 
gave the ball away again -
this time on a fumble with 
Parkersburg South's Trevor 
Boot recovering at the Ohio 
19-yard line. 

It only took one play for 
West Vrrginia to extend its 
lead as Oparanozie got his 
second TD when he went 
untouched through a hole 
that opened like the parting 
of the Red Sea. Tack on two 
more PIIT's by Boles and 
suddenly what had been a 
close grune had turned into 
a 28-7 West Vrrginia rout 

with 9:32 remaining. 
The Mountain State squad 

tucked on one more tully for 
good measure in the waning 
moments, with Wheeling 
Park's Theo Blackston scor­
ing from seven yards out 
and Boles adding his fifth 

successful point­
after kick with 3:20 
to play. 

Following a 
wild celebra-
tion on Wheeling 

Island Stadirrm's new tarf, 
West Vrrginia coach Ian 
Whittington (Oak Glen) 
was exuberant in his post­
grune comments. 

"This was about more than 
the OVAC All-Star Game;' 
he said. "It was the experi­
ence of being with these 
kids ... this was the most fun 
I've ever had coaching in 
my life, 

"You have to enjoy some­
thing like this;' he contin­
ued. "You can't got out and 
beat them up every day. We 
had team bonding exercis­
es ... we yelled and screamed 
and we laughed ... we did it 

Garratt Knottff'he Dally Jeffersonian 
Monroe Central's Levi Brown (5) celebrates after 
running for a touchdown during Sunday night's 
OVAC Rudy Mumley All-Star Football Game at 
Wheeling Island Stadium, 

all." 
They also dominated the 

grune. 
"We knew we were going 

to run the ball and they 
knew we were going to run 
the ball and they did a good 
job of plugging it up early;• 
Whittington related, "so we 
had to spread them out a lit­
tle in the second half to get 
them out of the box. Those 
two backs (Opraaozie and 
Blackston) at 250 and 240 
(pounds) are unbelievable. 

"We felt our backs and 
our defensive line we.re our 
strong points," he added, 
"and they really came 
through." 

For Ohio coach Jeremy 
McEiroy (Beaver Local), it 
came down to the inabil­
ity to execute or protect the 
football. 

"'We didn't execute," he 
said, "and they had a great 
defensive front that made 
some plays against us, 

"Turnovers really hurt us," 
McElroy acknowledged. 
"We didn't respond to 
adversity very well." 

West Vrrginia had taken 
the opening kickoff, which 

took place at 8:25 p.m. rath­
er than the scheduled 7: 15 
start time, and marched 52 
yards in nine snaps, with 
Blackston getting the payoff 
on a two-yard run followed 
by Boles' placement wit!, 
8:05 left in the first quarter. 

A brief flare-up between 
the teams took place during 
Ohio's first possession, and 
when order was restored, 
Parkersburg South's 
Brendan Schwendeman 
made a nifty pass intercep­
tion on a long pass. 

Ohio had its best series of 
the night beginning late in 
the opening quarter, eventu­
ally moving 82 yards in 12 
snaps to get the equalizer. 

Cambridge's Moe Lathan 
had a nine-yard run and 
caught a 23-yard pass 
from QB Chaice Truex 
of St John Central in the 
drive while Cambridge's 
Errik Snell landed a nine­
yard toss and Steubenville 
Catholic's Stone Roman 
added a 15-yard grab. 

The tying TD came on 
a 13-yard run by Monroe 
Central's Levi Brown, who 
spun off a tuclder en route to 

Garratt Knottff'he Dally Jeffersonian 
Mcadowbrook's Dylan Wood (2) rushes downfleld to 
cover a play the during Sunday night's OVAC Rudy 
Mnmley All-Star Football game at Wheeling Park 
Stadium in West Virginia. 

Gerratt Knoll/The Dally Jeffersonian 
Cambridge's Errlk Snell (rlgbt) looks for the ball as 
he runs into the secondary in front of Jacc Neville of 
University Hlgb during Sunday night's OVAC Rudy 
Murnley AJI-Star Football Game. 

the end zone. River's Colton 
Wright kicked the PAT to 
even the score at 7-7 ¼ith 
8:26 left in the first half. 

Yards were at a premium, 
with West Vrrginia manag­
ing 177 total yards while 
Ohio had just 134. 

Oparanozie was the 
game's leading rusher with 
14 carries for 75 yards 
and two TDs while Brown 
topped Ohio with 24 yards 
on six attempts. 

Swiger caught three 
passes for 33 yards for the 
Mountaineers and Lathan 
had three grabs for 44 yard., 
for the Buckeyes. 

As always, the OVAC 
McDonald's All-Star Band 
put on a strong performance, 
Union Local's Hannah 
Smith was the recipient 
of the McDonald's Band 
Scholarship at halftime, 

Bridgeport's Brianna 
Massey was crowed the 
OVAC Queen of Queens 
while the rest of the court 
included Melissa Magyer 
of Steubenville (first run­
ner-up), Mia Antinone of 
Madonna (second runner­
up), Adelaide Estep of 
Wheeling Park (third run­
ner-up) and Slq•lar Page of 
Linsly (fourth runner-up). 
Massey was also voted Miss 
Congeniality, 

7UlliNNML~FUJ'fllJMLEY 
ALL-BTAR FOOTBALL GAME 

ATWHEEUNQ ISLAND STADIUM 
WESTVIRMM2!, otnO 7 

Ohio O 7 0 0- 7 
w.va. 1 o 1 :i.1-as 
FlmOuarltr 
WV-Thoo 8lacis"lon 2 n.11 (Micah 
Boles kl<><), &05. --OH-Lavi Brown 13 run (Colton 
Wrigll kl<><),"-'"· 
1111n1Duar1or 
WV---Chb-nachl Opmranozla 17 nll 
(Bolea kb:), O;D,4, --Wol-Jarotri Stoole 25 fumble 
!91um~ldd(), 11:12. 
WV zie 19 run (Bols!i 
kldt), 9. 
WV~ 7 nn (8oM,s kick), 
3"1), 

OH WV 
RratDo,,ms 10 13 
fiusbea,-yaro!I 33--26 34·124 
Paselng yards 100 53 
Comp-AtHnt 14·22·1 6-14·1 
Fumb'98-losl 5·2 4-0 
Penalll&a-yda ◄·Z7 4-45 
Punta•avg. 5"35.4 5-42.2 

INDIYDJAL STATISTICS 
RUSHJNG-ONo, Brown &-2-4, 
Moe Lathen 4-14, Chase Hill!an:l 
3-TO, Ethan Shanncr, 3-10, Erk:: 
Howd 2-7, Malll( Glmner 1-(-5), 
Ctm:11 'Tiua 12-(-26), Toam 1·(•7), 
W8't-Oon,-1,1-7S, 
Blad!stoo 6-21, WIiiem Larch 4-1, 
Chukwudl' Chukwu 2-0, Aaron 
~ 3-(·10), l.ach HeeSley 1-1, 
Jo Jo Alce 1-28,Jesse ~ 2·13, 
Taam1•("6}. _ 
PASSING-Ohio, Truex 12-18-1· 
92. HWard 1-3--0-11, Lathan 1-1·3-
o. West~ Padow 1-6-1-17, 
lan;h 2-S.~17. Ws1ker 3-:J-0-.19, 
"""8v 0-2-0 o. 
RECEIVlNG-Ohro, Lolhan 3-44, 
Enik Snell 2·16, Stone ~ 
2·141 Brown 2-11, Gummer 2-5, 
Kaluo Mtchel 1-11, Bramon MO. 
Wes! Vl,glnlo, Mk3h Swigar 3-33, 
'Jl'eo,,lor Boot M7, Clpamrj)zla HI, 
Brerdan Schr.SldeilM 1•(+3). 
INTERCEPTIONS-Cltdo, AtmanO 
1-26. West Viglnla, Sciwillncleman 
1-0. 
FUM3lE AECOVERfE$-Qlo, .-.:,ra 
---H!5,Bool1-0, 
KICKOFF - AETUANS-OhiO, 
Gl.llTW1'lel' 3-55. Snel .2-45, 13ocltln 
1-0. We:stVfgiia, Rk::e 1·24-. Wah!r 
1-0, 
PUNT RETUAN5-C)hk), Gummer 
t-5. West Vlrgllila, Swiger &61, 
Schweoooman 1-6. 


