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AT LEFT: Ohio defensive back Ellis Brown 
(Shadyside) moves in for a tackle on West 
Virginia running back Phil Aerie (Linsly) dur­
ing the second half of Sunday's 66th annual 
Rudy Mumley OVAC A ll -Star Charity 
Football Classic. 
ABOVE: Ohio cheerleader Brooke Swallie 
(Barnesville) does a flip during the pre­
game routine Sunday afternoon. Additional 
images may be found at 
cu. timesleaderonline. com 

Operation shutdown 
• West Virginia 
defense stymies 
Ohio; Wins 24-3 
in Mumley Classic 
By SETH STASKEY 
llmes Leader Sports Editor 

WHEl:.Ll:-,.!G - Prep football game~ are 
won and lo~t in the trenche~ is a cliche you 
hear quite frequently during the regular sea­
~on. 

The ~amc theory certainly ~tretches into all­
~tar game, a\ well. 

That ~as <.lcmonstrated again Sunday 

Rare night 
of futility for 
Bruney, Ohio 

WHEELING - Though it blew up in 
his face. it was hard to crili<.:ii'e Dave 
Bruney for pulling out all the stops. 

Brunev ,ind hi, Ohio 
,d l -,tar-~ • offcn~e had 
been fru,trated virtually 
one scric~ after another. 

Trailing 14- 3. the 
•·1f.' Buckeve!, v.·ere staring 
~ at a fo.LLrth do wn and 

- ◄:a., two play from their own 
1 

• 2 8-yard line 1.1. ith ~uf-
ficicnt time to stage a 

RI 'GI· ON rally. 

cvenim: at warm and 
muggy Wheeling 1:-.lan<.I 
Stadium when West 
Virginia exerted it~ will 
on Oh10 and controlled 
the 1111c of ~crirnmace 
en route to J 24-1 , ic­
torv in the 66th annual 
Ru·d) Mumlcy OVAC 
All-Star Charil) 
Football Cla~~1c. 

'We com­
peted very 
hard, but it 
just didn't 
work out 

. Reality Check: With River·~ 
Tanner Wright 111 

punt formJt1on. a short snap went to 
Ferry's Mike Rose whose projected ele­
ment of surprise keeper was snuffed out in 

- short ordc r. 

The win is the ~econd 
consecutive for the 
Mountain State and the 
second consecutive 
where -the Mountaineers 
won the battle at the 

for us.' 
-Dave 
Br~ney 

line of scrimmage to------­
handcuff the Ohio 
offense. 

.. We jusr c.lidn ·t have much consistency 
(offensively)." said Ohio head coach Dave 
Brune, . who ta~ted <.lefcat for the first time in L-___;::=-=---..,. 

the o·v AC Game ... Sometimes. in all-star ABOVE: Ohio defensive back Casey Bain (Martins Ferry) is tripped up 
game~ in particular. thars your concern. and I after a short return of an interception during the first quarter of Sunday's 
thoucht thev wore us down a little bit physical- Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic. . 
Iv with their size:· BELOW LEFT: Ohio wide receiver Bernie Thompson (Union Local} 
• The Ohio offense never got untracked. comes down with a reception during the second halt of Sunday's game. 

The number~ include: negative rushing Thompson led the Buckeyes with six catches. 
yard, 1 •6) and Just three first downs and two of BELOW RIGHT: Ohio wide receiver Garrett Price (Bridgeport) looks to 
those were window dressing chain movers as turn it up field on a reverse during the first quarter. Additional images may 

See, OVAC, Page B2 be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 
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Moments later. We~t Virnm1a 1.1.a!> in 
the end zone and Ohio wa~ hopele.,.,ly 
behind. 

.. Sometimes vou ha\.e to show some 
guts and roll the dice.·· Bruney offered. 
.. Obviouslv. we felt like we could catch 
them off guard and make the first down." 

It wa~ that kind of ni!!ht for the 
Buckeves who ~truu<>led m1°.htilv to gen-
erate a· -;~mblan~c of~ffcn<,e ~ • • 

··Actuallv. 1 was real proud o f our 
deteme:· Brunev ... For the most part. they 
played well enough to keep u, in the 
game. We just had problem~ all ni1.!hl try­
ing to estabh~h con,Istency on offcn~e:· 

A quid, ~tri[...e 64-yard scoring hookup 
lc~s than two mmute\ into IIK· game had 
Ohio on ih heel:-, earlv. 

Though the Buc°kcvc!> \.\Crc able to 
-.core reiativelv earl v ;_ ia Wri !.!ht'.-. 31-
yard field goa1.· wc ... 1·virgin1J \~,l\ domi-

See. REALITY. Page B2 
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AT LEFT: Ohio defensive back Ellis Brown 
(Shadyside) moves in for a tackle on West 
Virginia running back Phil Aerie (Linsly) dur­
ing the second half of Sunday's 66th annual 
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity 
Football Classic. 
ABO'fE: Ohio cheerleader Brooke Swallie 
(Barnesvil le) does a flip during the pre­
game routine Sunday afternoon. Additional 
images may be found at 
cu. timesleaderonline.com 

Operation shutdown 
• West Virginia 
defense stymies 
Ohio; Wins 24-3 
in Mumley Classic 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

WHEU .l'\G - Prep football game!-, .ire 
won and lo~\ in the trenche~ is a cliche you '' 
hear quite frequently during the regular sea- """ .. ~ 1..,-nl ... .:,;., 
~on. 

The same theory certainly stretches into all­
~tar game~ as well. 

That was demonstrated again Sunday 
evening at warm and 
muggy Wheeling Island 
Stadium when We~t 
Virginia exerted its will 
on Ohio and controlled 
the line of scrimmage 
en route to a 24-3 \'iC 
torv in the 66th annual 
Ru'cty Mum Icy OV AC 
All -Star Charity 
Football Classic. 

'We com­
peted very 
hard, but it­
just ·didn't 
work out 
for us.' 

-Dave 

Rare night 
of futility for 
Bruney, Ohio 

WHEELING Though it blew up in 
his face. it was hard to critici7e Dave 
Bruney for pulling out all the stops. 

Brune-. and 11 ·~ Ohi o 
all-star", · offcn~e had 
been frustrated virtually 
one series after another. 

Trailing 14-3. the 
Buckeyes were staring 

at a fou.rth down and 
two play from their own 

~~~ 28-yard line with suf-
ficient time to :-.tage a 
rally. 

With River·s 
Tanner Wright in 

punt formation. a short snap went to 
Ferry·s Mike Rose whose projected ele­
ment of surprise keeper was ~nuffed out in 
short order. 

Moments l ater. Wc,t Virginia wa, in 
the end zone and Ohio wa; hopele,~ly 
behmd. The wm i~ the ~econd 

con,ccuti'<e for the 
Mount,un Stale and the 
~ccond consecutive 
where-the Mountaineers 
won the battle at the Bruney 
line of s~·rimmage to -------­
handcuff the Oh io 

.. Sometimes you ha~ e to show some 
gub and roll the dice:· Bruney offered. 
::Obviously. we felt like we could catch 
them off guard and make the first down ... 

It was that k ind of night for the 
- c:,•.-~~~ • Buckeyes who struggled mightily to gen­

offe1N:. 
··we just didn't have much consistency 

(offensively).'" said Ohio head coach Dave 
Brunev. who tasted defeat for the first time in 1..-...;:::::iai=-.--;.;;i 

the o\· AC Game. "Sometimes. in all-star ABOVE: Ohio defensive back Casey Bain (Martins Ferry) is tripped up 
games in particular. that's your concern, and I after a short return of an interception during the first quarter of Sunday's 
thought they wore us down a little bit phyi,ical- Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic. 
Iv with their size:· BELOW LEFT: Ohio wide receiver Bernie Thompson (Union Local) 
• The Ohio offense never got untracked. comes down with a reception during the second half of Sunday's game. 

The numbers include: negative rushing Thompson led the Buckeyes with six catches. 
yards (-6) and jw,t three first downs and two of BELOW RIGHT: Ohio wide receiver Garrett Price (Bridgeport) looks to 
tho~e \H're window dressing chain movers a~ turn it up field on a reverse during the first quarter. Additional images may 

See, OVAC, Page 82 be found at cu. timesleaderonline.com 
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Experience more important 
than result for Ohio players 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

life and meeting thci,e guys that I'd 
heard about al I ~ca~on was the mo~I 
exciting part:· 

WHEELING - Athletes and coach- Union Local", Bernie Thompson. 
es hate to lo~e. who was also an Ohio co-captain. man-

It's just their nature. aged to catch six passes for 56 yards. 
However. despite the los!. and disap- While admitedly disappointed with 

pointment. the Ohio lockerroom was the outcome and the fact he couldn"t do 
still fairly upbeat Sunday .-----,.........-,,.......,,----, more to help hi~ team in 
evening. anv way po~,tble. 

Obviously. all 33 Thomp<;on gained memo~ 
players and the coaching ries he'll treasure for a 
staff had wished for a lifetime. 
different outcome. but .. we·re a way better 
the amount of cell phone team than we showed 
numbers exchanged and tonight.'' Thompson said. 
Facebook friends being .. But. this was a great 

erate a semblance of offense . 
.. Actual l y. I wa, real proud of our 

defense:· Bruney. "For the most part. they 
played well enough to keep us in the 
game. We just had problems all night try­
ing to est ab I ish consistency on offense ... 

-A quick strike 6.i-yard ~coring hookup 
Ic~s than two minute, into the game had 
Ohio on it:-, heel:, e..irlv. 

Thoucrh the Bucieve~ were able to 
~core rel~tively early Zia Wright', 11-
yard field goal. We,t Virginia wa, domt· 

See, REALITY. Page B2 

made. the players will all experience and a great 
have a fond memory of the week that group of guys. I think the overall expe- • 
was. rience of meeting the best players m the 

.. Whatever happened (on the field) valley (from both ~,ates) and jw,t gomg 
happened. but I made a lot of great o ut and having fun i~ important. 
friends and met a lot of great guys this Unfortunately. it just wa~n·t meant to + 

week.'' said Ohio co-captain Curt be on the field tonight." 
liltiii~-t Smelley. "This was be!>t week of my See, NOTES, Page B2 
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OHIO'S Zach Kinnick (St. Clairsville) passes as he 
receives heavy pressure from a pair of West Virginia 
defenders during Sunday's OVAC All-Star Charity 
Football Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

OVAC newcomers 
make presence felt 
for Mountaineers 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

WHEELING - When the OV AC began its expansion 
a few years ago into the Parkersburg and Morgantown 
areas, most weren ·1 truly concerned with how those addi­
tions would affect the sports champions in each class. 

However. the thoughts of the Rudy Mumley OVAC 
All-Star Charity Football Classic quickly jumped into 
many's minds when South. Morgantown and University 
became full-fledged members. 

Many pundits expected the halance of power. which 
had heavily favored the Buckeye State. to begin to shift at 
some point. 

Just two years into the expansion and the Mountain 
State is a perfect 2-0. 

West Virginia steamrolled over Ohio Sunday evening 
at Wheeling Island Stadium by a decisive 24-3 count. 

"It's great having the extra schools:· said West 
Virginia head coach Mark Batton. "We got some nice 
players from Morgantown. our representative from South 
had a really nice play. so it's nice. Those are large schools 
in both West Virginia and the OV AC. which makes it 
nice." 

Ohio head coach Dave Bruney was definitely aware of 
the big-school players West Virginia picked coming into 
the game. 

"The last two years. particularly. I thought West 
Virginia has had really fine teams." Bruney said. 
"They've got some contributions from big-school players. 
but we had that for years. so we can't complain about 
that." 

Prior to West Virginia winning back-to-back encoun­
ters. Ohio had claimed 14 of the previous I 5 matchups. 
Then people were barking for format change<; and finding 
a new syi.tem. but ll seem" more and more people are 
jumping back on the bandwagon for the bi-state clash. 

"I don't like losing. of course." Bruney said. "Overall. I 
think it's good for the game. I thought the crowd was 
pretty good. considering the heat and everything.·· 

Tom Bruney - the Brooke High head coach. who led 
West Virginia to victory last summer - took the same 
approach when he drafted his team. Take as many of the 
big-school players as possible and go from there. 

Bruney was one of the fir:-.t guys to find Batton for a 
congratulation:-. a:-, the game went final. 

"Coach (Tom} Bruney and I both looked at each other 
on the sideline:-, and help up the number two on our fin 
gers," Batton explained. 

With West Virginia owning a two-game winning 
streak. it also makes it tough for future Mountain State 
coaches to use the popular underdog role in camp. 

But. that's okay with Batton. 
"West Virginia wa~ right m th1 ~ game for a long time. 

but it son of fell on hard times:· Batton !>aid. "I think this 
is important and crucial for We<;t Virginia. Good luck to 
the guy who coaches this next year hecause I think we've 
definitely built some confidence the last two year~." 

WELCOME BACK TO THE ISLAND! 
The victory is especially sweet for Batton. The veteran 

Blue Eagles· mentor had always dreamed about the feel­
ings of standing on the Wheeling Island turf as a West 
Virginia state champion and as the winning all-star game 
coach. 

In a span of eight months. he experienced both. 
The Blue Eagles capped a perfect 14-0 -;ea<;on for the 

Class AA State Championship and then Sunday·s win. He 
had previously come up short in his previous tries in both. 

• Reality-
continued from Page B 1 

nant. thereafter. 
This was an old-school 

butt-whipping at the line of 
scrimmage where the Blue 
& Gold flexed their mus­
cles wire to wire. 

"I thought we pretty 
much beat them up front on 
both sides," said 
Morgantown's 6-5, 230-
pound tight end/ defensive 
end Jared Adrian. "I was 
honored to be selected for 
this game. Winning it 
makes it that much more 
special." 

Wheeling Central 's 
Marcus Clifford, on the 
receiving end of Kyle 
Pytlak's early TD toss, felt 
the early score was key. 

"I saw an opening and 
Kyle did a great job reading 
the defense," Clifford relat­
ed ... To jump on them 
quick like that was really 
big." 

Mountaineers' coach 
Mark Batton of Magnolia 
agreed. ''You could see our 
confidence building early." 
he stated. "Our kids up 
front were just outstanding. 
By halftime, you could see 
they were starting to domi­
nate." 

One of Batton's mighty­
mites at Magnolia, 5-9, 
I 70-pound linebacker 
Traeh Keller, was an all­
night defensive force. 

.. We had a great week of 
preparation," Keller 
offered. "I thought a big 
key was our ability to get 
pressure on (Ohio's) quar­
terbacks." 

The Blue Eagles' grad 
stressed it was equally 
important registering a sec­
ond straight win for West 
Virginia. 

"Year in and year out, 
(we're) not gonna be 
favored in this game. 
Winning two in a row is 
sweet." Keller added. 
"Hopefully, West Virginia 
keeps this up and gets on a 
little roll." 

EXTRA POINTS 
THOUGH no official 

head count was announced. 
Sunday night's crowd was 
estimated at 5,000. Not bad 
considering the heat and 
humidity and a live local 
telecast.. .. 

RIVER'S Wright is 
headed to West Virginia 
Conference member 
Glenville State, but the ex­
Pi lot possesses a strong 
enough leg to kick at a 
higher level... .Equal kudos 
to Morgantown High ' s 
Nick Romito who also 
drill ed a three-pointer in 
addition to three PA Ts ... 

FORMER West 
Virginia University head 
football coach Bill Stewart 
was an observer at Sunday 
night's game ..... 

Gib!n1 ,my be r«dRi at rgib­
.<01@timeslm1ermlirr!lU11 
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OHIO'S Logan Hudson (Shadyside) cools off in front of a misting fan during 
Sunday's 66th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic. 
BELOW: Ohio's Niko Otto (Indian Creek) chases West Virginia's Phil Aerie 
(Linsly) during Sunday's game. Additional images may be found al 
cu. timesleaderonline. com 

e OVAC-----------
Continued from Page B 1 

the final seconds ticked off the clock. 
"We weren't really sure what (Ohio) 

was going to do. but we went back and 
watched some Martins Ferry game tapes 
and Coach (Bob) Ripley had the defense 
prepared," said West Virginia head coach 
Mark Batton. "Our secondary did a 
tremendous job, our linebackers controlled 
everything and we brought pressure, which 
was the key." 

West Virginia's defense, which was led 
by Magnolia's Sam Shepherd and Traeh 
Keller, Morgantown's Jared Adrian, 
South's Jeff Kidder, Brooke's Ryan 
Lazear, flew to the ball and applied con­
stant pressure to Ohio quarterbacks Zach 
Kinnick and Corey Fickiesen, who com­
bined for 9-of-18 passing for 68 yards and 
two picks. 

"Our guys accepted their roles really 
well," Batton said. "The players reacted to 
the coaching of Coach (Bob) Ripley. and 
this is just a special way to end a special 
week." 

Batton was highly complimentary of his 
inside linebackers. Keller and Lazear, who 
according to Ohio offensive lineman 
Aaron Silverio caused numerous problems 
all evening for the Ohio offense. 

"We just didn·t come out and play like 
we planned,'' Silverio said. "They were big 
up front. but we could move them. It was 
more of the linebackers just keying and it 
was tough to find them." 

While the Ohio offense sputtered for 48 
minutes, West Virginia's offense came 
right out of the gates with a purpose. 

"The way our offense played is a credit 
to how smart these players are because 
~ey picked up on everything this week," 
Batton said. " You dream about getting off 
to a start like that on the first series, and 
Coach (Dave) Chapman thought we could 
get in a four wide set and stretch (Ohio) a 
little bit." 

As much as Bruney was concerned with 
the West Virginia linemen waring down 
the Ohioans. he didn't want to see the 
Mountaineers race out to a quick lead. 

His concern became a reality just I :49 
into the contest when Linsly's Kyle Pytlak 
found Wheeling Central's Marcus Clifford 
behind the Ohio secondary. Clifford raced 
64 yards to paydirt and following Nick 
Romito's PAT. West Virginia had grabbed 
a 7-0 lead. 

"I was worried if they got a lead. a two 
touchdown lead or a double-digit lead 
because of the backs they had, they could 
wear us down (defensive!Y) quite a bit." 
Bruney said. •·we blew a coverage. That 
didn't happen to the young man all week 
in practice, but it happened tonight." 

Late in the first quarter, Ohio forced the 
game· s first turnover. 

Martins Ferry's Casey Bain picked off a 
Pytlak pass and returned it 8 yards to put 
the Buckeyes in business at the West 
Virginia 27. 

Ohio's inability to gain a first down led 
to Bruney calling on River's Tanner 
Wright for a 31-yard field goal. Wright -
who is headed to Glenville State - was 
perfect on the attempt. 

West Virginia delivered what proved to 
be a knockout blow just 3 :45 before half-

time when it marched 53 yards in nine 
plays. which was capped by Lazear's 3-
yard burst. Bishop Donahue product 
Jordan Angalich engineered the drive and 
completed three consecutive passes during 
the march. 

"I want to give credit to Coach Batton 
and West Virginia because I thought once 
they got up on us, they had a really sound 
offensive plan," Bruney said. "They did 
what we like to do and keep the ball away 
from us." 

After its first possession of the second 
half ended with a lost fumble , Bruney 
rolled the dice on the second Ohio posses­
sion. Ohio was facing a fourth-and-short 
on its own 28. Wright dropped into punt 
formation, but the snap went to Michael 
Rose. who was stopped for a loss. The ball 
popped loose and landed in the hands of 
Lazear. who took it back to the 7. 

From there. Morgantown's Joey Musick 
took it in. 

"Our defense played about as well as we 
could have hoped," Bruney said . 
"(Offensively) we put the defense behind 
the 8-ball. and I gave them a touchdown 
because the fake didn't work out. but I was 
trying to get something going." 

All told. West Virginia gained 244 
yards of offense. Pytlak completed 3 of 7 
passes for 99 yards. Musick, Linsly's Phil 
Aerie and Lazear all finished with 3 5 
yards each. 

Ohio's defense received a sterling per­
formance from Steubenville defensive 
tackle John Eckroth, Shadyside' s Logan 
Hudson, Indian Creek ' s Niko Otto , 
Martins Ferry's Bobby Dayton. Bellaire's 
Josh Tolliver and a host of others. 

"I thought our kids· effort (all week) 
was great," Bruney said. " I had a great 
time with these kids. We competed very 
hard. but it just didn't work out for us 
tonight." 

Bruney offered high praise of Union 
Local's Bernie Thompson, calling him a 
"winner in every sense of the word." 

Thompson caught a game-high 6 passes 
for 56 yards. Chris Smelley of Bridgepon 
was the leading rusher for the Buckeyes 
with 18 yards on nine carries. 

Staskey can be reached at 
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 

• Notes------------
Continued from Page 81 

FAMILY AFFAIR niece, Kayla Bodnar. was sion to five classes this fall. 



for Mountaineers 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

WHEELING - When Lhc OV AC began its expansion 
a few years ago into the Parkersburg and Morgantown 
areas. most weren·t truly concerned with how those addi­
tions would affect the sports champions in each class. 

However. the thoughts of the Rudy Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Charily Football Classic quickly jumped into 
many's minds when South. Morgantown and University 
became full-fledged member!>. 

Many pundits expected the balance of power. which 
had heavily favored the Buckeye State. to begin to shift at 
some point. 

Just two years into the expansion and the Mountain 
State i~ a perfect 2-0. 

West Virginia steamrolled over Ohio Sunday evening 
at Wheeling Island Stadium by a decisive 24-3 count. 

"It's great having the extra school!.." said We!>t 
Virginia head coach Mark Batton. "We got some nice 
players from Morgantown. our representative from South 
had a really nice play. so it's nice. Those are large schools 
in both West Virginia and the OV AC. which makes it 
nice." 

Ohio head coach Dave Bruney was definitely aware of 
the big-school players West Virginia picked coming into 
the game. 

''The last two years. particularly. I thought West 
Virginia has had really fine teams ... Bruney said. 
"They've got some contributions from big-school players. 
but we had that for years. so we can ·1 complain about 
that.'' 

Prior to West Virginia winning back-to-back encoun­
ters. Ohio had claimed 14 of the~ previous 15 matchups. 
Then people were b,1rking for format changes and finding 
a new sys\em. but it seems more and more people are 
jumping back on the bandwagon for the bi-state clash. 

''I don't like losing. of course." Bruney- said. "Overall, I 
think it's good for the game. I thought the crowd was 
pretty good. considering the heat and everything." 

Tom Bruney - the Brooke High head coach. who led 
West Virginia to victory last summer - took the same 
approach when he drafted his team. Take as many of the 
big-school players as possible and go from there. 

Bruney was one of the first guys to find Batton for a 
congratulations as the game went final. 

"Coach (Tom) Bruney and I both looked at each other 
on the sidelines and help up the number two on our fin­
gers." Batton explained. 

With West Virginia owning a two-game winning 
streak, it also makes it tough for future Mountain State 
coaches to use the popular underdog role in camp. 

But, that's okay with Batton. 
"West Virginia was right in this game for a long time. 

but it sort of fell on hard times." Batton said. "I think this 
is important and crucial for West Virginia. Good luck to 
the guy who coaches this next year because I think we·ve 
definitely built some confidence the last two years." 

WELCOME BACK TO THE ISLAND! 
The victory is especially sweet for Batton. The veteran 

Blue Eagles· mentor had always dreamed about the feel­
ings of standing on the Wheeling Island turf as a West 
Virginia state champion and as the winning all-star game 
coach. 

In a span of eight months. he experienced both. 
The Blue Eagles capped a perfect I 4-0 season for the 

Class AA State Championship and then Sunday's win. He 
had previously come up short in his previous tries in both. 

. , 
• 

agreed. "You could see our 
confidence building early," 
he stated. "Our kids up 
front were just outstanding. 
By halftime. you could see 
they were starting to domi­
nate." 

One of Batton's mighty• 
mices at Magnolia, 5-9, 
I 70-pound linebacker 
Traeh Keller, was an all­
night defensive force. 

"We had a great week of 
preparation," Keller 
offered. "I thought a big 
key was our ability to get 
pressure on (Ohio's) quar­
terbacks.'' 

The Blue Eagles' grad 
stressed it was equally 
important registering a sec­
ond straight win for West 
Virginia. 

"Year in and year out, 
(we're) not gonna be 
favored in this game. 
Winning two in a row is 
sweet,'' Keller added. 
"Hopefully. West Virginia 
keeps this up and gets on a 
little roll:· 

EXTRA POINTS 
THOUGH no official 

head count was announced, 
Sunday night's crowd was 
estimated at 5,000. Not bad 
considering the heat and 
humidity and a live local 
telecast.... 

RIVER'S Wright is 
headed to West Virginia 
Conference member 
Glenville State, but the ex­
Pi lot possesses a strong 
enough leg to kick at a 
higher level.. .. Equal kudos 
to Morgantown High's 
Nick Romito who also 
drilled a three-pointer in 
addition to three PATs ... 

FORMER West 
Virginia University head 
football coach Bill Stewart 
was an observer at Sunday 
night's game ..... 

Gibsm ,my be raxhed at rgil:r 
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--we weren·t reauy sure wnat (Unto) 
was going to do, but we went back and 
watched some Martins Ferry game tapes 
and Coach (Bob) Ripley had the defense 
prepared," said West Virginia head coach 
Mark Batton. "Our secondary did a 
tremendous job. our linebackers controlled 
everything and we brought pressure, which 
was the key." 

West Virginia's defense, which was led 
by Magnolia's Sam Shepherd and Traeh 
Keller, Morgantown's Jared Adrian, 
South's Jeff Kidder, Brooke's Ryan 
Lazear, flew to the ball and applied con­
stant pressure to Ohio quarterbacks Zach 
Kinnick and Corey Fickiesen, who com­
bined for 9-of-18 passing for 68 yards and 
two picks. 

"Our guys accepted their roles really 
well," Batton said. "The players reacted to 
the coaching of Coach (Bob) Ripley, and 
this is just a special way to end a special 
week." 

Batton was highly complimentary of his 
inside linebackers, Keller and Lazear, who 
according to Ohio offensive lineman 
Aaron Silverio caused numerous problems 
all evening for the Ohio offense. 

"We just didn't come out and play like 
we planned," Silverio said. "They were big 
up front, but we could move them. It was 
more of the linebackers just keying and lt 
was tough to find them." 

While the Ohio offense sputtered for 48 
minutes, West Virginia's offense came 
right out of the gates with a purpose. 

"The way our offense played is a credit 
to how smart these players are because 
Utey picked up on everything this week," 
Batton said. "You dream about getting off 
to a start like that on the first series, and 
Coach (Dave) Chapman thought we could 
get in a four wide set and stretch (Ohio) a 
little bit." 

As much as Bruney was concerned with 
the West Virginia linemen waring down 
the Ohioans, he didn't want to see the 
Mountaineers race out to a quick lead. 

His concern became a reality just l :49 
into the contest when Linsly's Kyle Pytlak 
found Wheeling Central's Marcus Clifford 
behind the Ohio secondary. Clifford raced 
64 yards to paydirt and following Nick 
Romito's PAT, West Virginia had grabbed 
a 7-0 lead. 

"I was worried if they got a lead. a two 
touchdown lead or a double-digit lead 
because of the backs they had, they could 
wear us down (defensive!y) quite a bit." 
Bruney said. "We blew a coverage. That 
didn't happen to the young man all week 
in practice, but it happened tonight." 

Late in the first quarter. Ohio forced the 
game's first turnover. 

Martins Ferry's Casey Bain picked off a 
Pytlak pass and returned it 8 yards to put 
the Buckeyes in business at the West 
Virginia 27. 

Ohio's inability to gain a first down led 
to Bruney calling on River's Tanner 
Wright for a 31-yard field goal. Wright -
who is headed to Glenville State - was 
perfect on the attempt. 

West Virginia delivered what proved to 
be a knockout blow just 3:45 before half-

time when it marched 53 yards in nine 
plays. which was capped by Lazear's 3-
yard burst. Bishop Donahue product 
Jordan Angalich engineered the drive and 
completed three consecutive passes during 
the march. 

"I want to give credit to Coach Batton 
and West Virginia because I thought once 
they got up on us, they had a really sound 
offensive plan." Bruney said. "They did 
what we like to do and keep the ball away 
from us." 

After its first possession of the second 
half ended with a lost fumble, Bruney 
rolled the dice on the second Ohio posses­
sion. Ohio was facing a fourth-and-short 
on its own 28. Wright dropped into punt 
formation, but the snap went to. Michael 
Rose, who was stopped for a loss. The ball 
popped loose and landed in the hands of 
Lazear, who took it back to the 7. 

From there, Morgantown's Joey Musick 
took it in. 

"Our defense played about as well as we 
could have hoped," Bruney said. 
"(Offensively) we put the defense behind 
the 8-ball, and I gave them a touchdown 
because the fake didn't work out, but I was 
trying to get something going." 

All told. West Virginia gained 244 
yards of offense. Pytlak completed 3 of 7 
passes for 99 yards. Musick, Linsly's Phil 
Aerie and Lazear all finished with 3 5 
yards each. 

Ohio's defense received a sterling per­
formance from Steubenville defensive 
tackle John Eckroth, Shadyside's Logan 
Hudson , Indian Creek ' s Niko Otto, 
Martins Ferry's Bobby Dayton, Bellaire 's 
Josh Tolliver and a host of others. 

"I thought our kids• effort (all week) 
was great," Bruney said. "I had a great 
time with these kids. We competed very 
hard. but it just didn't work out for us 
tonight." 

Bruney offered high praise of Union 
Local's Bernie Thompson, calling him a 
"winner in every sense of the word." 

Thompson caught a game-high 6 passes 
for 56 yards. Chris Smelley of Bridgeport 
was the leading rusher for the Buckeyes 
with 18 yards on nine carries. 

Staskey can be reached al 
sstaskey@timesleaderonl ine .com 

• Notes------------
Continued from Page B1 

FAMILY AFFAIR niece, Kayla Bodnar, was 
It seems as if the names Buckeye Local's represen­

that surround the Ohio tative in the Queen of 
Valley Athletic Conference Queens pageant. 
are similar each year. Frank's three sons Chris 

The name 'Rose' was all (Class of 1982. Craig 
over the place Sunday (Class of 1983), Steve 
evening. Michael Rose was (Class of 1986) all played 
wearing #40 for Ohio; his for Dave Bruney at Martins 
father, Mike, was a member Ferry. Lance Jacob - who 
of the Ohio coaching staff worked the game as the 
and his grandfather, Paul, back judge - is Frank's 
was honored as part of the nephew and also played for 
OV AC reunion during the Bruney. 
first quarter. LAST GO-AROUND? 

"This whole week was a Dave Bruney has now 
great experience," Michael coached in five OV AC All­
Rose said. "It was kind of Star Classics and is 4-1. He 
sad knowing that this was was also on a winning Ohio 
my last game with my dad squad in 1969 as a player. 
coaching me." So will Bruney be back 

Rose sported a St. John in the Mumley Classic if 
Central ' I' on his helmet. the opportunity presents 
St. John had no player rep- itself on the next rotation? 
resentation in the game, but "This is probably my last 
his grandfather. who is the go-around (in the all-star 
Irish head coach. gave him game)," Bruney admitted. 
a logo. "I wouldn't say never, but 

Frank Noble of five years is a long time." 
Dillonvale High School Bruney's reference to 
was one of the honorees in five years is based on the 
the OVAC reunion. His OVAC's upcoming expan-

1'4 

sion to five classes this fall. 
QUEEN AND HER 

COURT 
Wheeling Central's Bria 

Cross was crowned the 
20 I I OV AC Queen of 
Queens. Monroe. Central's 
Lindsay Williams was the 
first runnerup; Indian 
Creek's Bri Kamarec was 
second runnerup; John 
Marshall's Paige Madden 
was the third runnerup and 
Wheeling Park's Dana 
Holmstrand was fourth run­
n eru p. St. Clairsville's 
Lauren Holler was voted 
Miss Congeniality. 

STERLING 
PERFORMANCE 

It never fai Is at the 
OV AC All-Star Game. In 
only four days. the OV AC 
McDonald's brought musi­
cians from all over the Ohio 
Valley together and once 
again put on a brilliant 
show. 

St. Clairsville drummer 
Nathan Bohach was the 
winner of the OV AC Band 
Scholarship. 
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Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Classic 
-

·__ West Vi,ginia 

Photo ro11rtesy or 6rl22S Photography 
These young men will represent West Virginia in tonight's 66th annual Rudy Mumley OV AC AU-Star Charity Football Classic. 
First row: head coach Mark Batton, Traeh Keller (1), Joey Musick (3), Logan Martin (7), Joey DiNardo (10), Kyle Pytlak (12) 
and trainer Randy Elliott. Second row: Jordan An'galich (14), Reuben Pine (20), Phil Aerie (22), Marcus Clifford (22), Zach Mor­
ris (28), Chris Eloi (29) and Ryan Lazear (32). Third row: Boone Kehrer (33), Chance Rowland (34), Billy Perkins (40), Alex 
Schramm (44), Jeff Kidder (46) and Sam Shepherd (52). Fourth row: Anthony Pederson (54), Davie Sivert (55), Matt Riggs (56), 
Dan Heupp (58), John Duplaga (60), Hayden Greenlief (66) and Chris Williams (67). Fifth row: Tyler Jacovetty (70), Kaleb 
Kucera (72), Michael Berardi (75), McKenzie Peluchette (80), Tanner Whyte (82), Jared Adrian (85), Shane Koper (88) and Nick 
Romito (99). Sixth row: manager Drew keller, manager Jayson Keller, assistant coaches Bob Ripley, Mark Blair, Dave Chapman. 
Moke Riggs, Jim West, Dave Grandstaff, manager Chase West and manager Matty Filippelli. 

Photo courtesy or 6r1~ Photography 
These young men will represent Ohio in tonight's 66th annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Football Classic. First row: 
head coach Dave Bruney, Willie Leavell (1), Chris Smelley (3), Zach Kinnick (7), Ellis Brown (10), Joe Zebbs (12), assistant coach 
Bill Bruney. Second row: Tanner Wright (14), Josh Tolliver (20), Kyle Blanchard (21), Jake Brunoni (22), Casey Bain (28), Corey 
Fickiesen (29). Third row: Johnny Byers (32), Trevor Mourer (33), Curt Smelley (34), Michael Rose (40), Niko Otto (44), Tyler 
Kurtz (46), Aaron Silverio (52). Fourth row: Kody Edwards (56), Caleb Gunn (58), John Eckroth (63), Willie Pruitt (66), Mason 
Campbell (67). Zak Stiles (68), John Thompson (72). Fifth row: Jack Beavers (77), Garrett Price (80), Bobby Dayton (82), Marcus 
Schumacher (85), Bernie Thompson (88), Taylor Brown (90), Brent Kirk (93), Logan Hudson (99). Sixth row: manager Corey 
Bennett, assistant coaches John Bennett, Rich Materkoski, Jim Hoover, Joe Kosar, Joe Mamone, Mike Rose, Nick Stankovich, 
Chas Yoder, manager Dalton Hoover. 

West Virginia Eyes 
Back-to-Back Wins 
OV AC All-Star Game kicks off at 7: 15 p.m. 

By RICK THORP 
Staff Writer 

WHEELING - The game plans 
have been devised. The players have 
been briefed. The spectalOr!> are 
ready. 

Let the game begin. 
West Virginia will look to win 

back-to-back~ Rudy Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Charity Football Classics 
for the first time in I 7 years tonight 
when the 66th annual summer 

"And when (camp} went to seven 
days. that's made it tougher." Ohio 
coach Dave Bruney said. coaching 
in his fifth all-star tilt. "It's tough to 
get the work in you need to get in in 
order to put any kind of quality on 
the field. That's a concern. 

"But it ·s that way for both 
teams.·· 

Chemistry is always a concern as 
the week moves along. 

"We've had a few mishaps here 
~nrl thPrP ~nrl wP'vP wnrl<Prl hflrrl tn 

(OVAC-Sponaored Games) 
2010: West Virginia 24, Ohio 14 
2009: Ohio 47, West Virginia 7 
2008: Ohio 31, West Virginia 7 
2007: Ohio 6, West Virginia 3 
2006: Ohio 22. West Virginia 0 
2005: Ohio 35 West Virginia 6 
2004: West Virginia 21 , Ohio 7 
2003: Ohio 32. West Virginia 26 
2002· Ohio 19, West Virgmia 12 
2001 : Ohio 36. West Virginia 0 
2000: Ohio 13, West Virginia 7 
1999: Ohio 32. West Virginia 0 
1998: Ohio 41, West Virginia 14 
1997: Ohio 24, West Virginia 14 
1996: Ohio 43. West Virainia 21 

1972: Ohio 24, West Virginia 6 
(Pre-OVAC Games) 

1971:NoGame 
1970: No Game 
1969: West Virginia 12, Ohio 0 
1968: Ohio 6, West Virginia 0 
1967: West Virginia 18. Ohio 0 
1966. Ohio 26, West Virginia o 
1965: Ohio 22. West Virginia o 
1964: Ohio 2. West Virg n1a 0 
1963: No Game 
1962: West Virginia 12. Ohio 6 
1961: West Virginia 13, Ohio 0 
1960: Ohio 7, West Virginia 6 
1959: West Virginia 7, Ohio 6 
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These young men will represent Ohio in tonight's 66th annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Football Classic. First row: 

head coach Dave Bruney, Willie Leavell (1), Chris Smelley (3), Zach Kinnick (7), Ellis Brown (10), Joe Zebbs (12), assistant coach 

Bill Bruney. Second row: Tanner Wright (14), Josh Tolliver (20), Kyle Blanchard (21), Jake Brunoni (22), Casey Bain (28), Corey 

Fickiesen (29). Third row: Johnny Byers (32), Trevor Mourer (33), Curt Smelley (34), Michael Rose (40), Niko Otto (44), Tyler 

Kurtz (46), Aaron Silverio (52). Fourth row: Kody Edwards (56), Caleb Gunn (58), John Eckroth (63), Willie Pruitt (66), Mason 

Campbell (67), Zak Stiles (68), John Thompson (72). Fifth row: Jack Beavers (77), Garrett Price (80), Bobby Dayton (82), Marcus 

Schumacher (85), Bernie Thompson (88), Taylor Brown (90), Brent Kirk (93), Logan Hudson (99). Sixth row: manager Corey 

Bennett, assistant coaches John Bennett, Rich Materkoski, Jim Hoover, Joe Kosar, Joe Mamone, Mike Rose, Nick Stankovich, 

Chas Yoder, manager Dalton Hoover. 

West Virginia Eyes 
Back-to-Back Wins 
OV AC All-Star Game kicks off at 7: 15 p.m. 

By RICK THORP 
Staff Writer 

WHEELING - The game plans 
have been devi~ed. The players have 
been briefed. The spectators are 
ready. 

Let the game begin. 
West Virginia will look to win 

back-to-back~ Rudy Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Charity Football Cla,:,,icl> 
for the first time in I 7 years tonight 
when the 66th annual summer 
gleam game kickoffs at 7: 15 p.m. at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

The Mountaineers are coming off 
a '.!4-14 victory last summer. which 
sn.ippcd the Buckeyes· winning 
streak in the series at five games. 
Still. Ohio has won 14 of the last 16 
encounters 

Both team~ have endured a tough 
week on the practice field. as the 
holiest conditions of the season have 
enveloped the Bethany College cam­
pus. 

Since the time the players and 
coaches arrived last Sunday. the 
temperatures and humidity levels 
steadily increased. reaching their 
peak on Thursday. 

That forced coaches to cut down 
on practice time a bit. making the 
task of getting their respective 
squads to gel that much tougher. 

.. And when (camp) went to seven 
days. that's made it tougher," Ohio 
coach Dave Bruney said. coaching 
in his fifth all-star tilt. '"It's tough to 
get the work in you need to get in in 
order to put any kind of quality on 
the field. That's a concern. 

.. But it's that way for both 
teams ... 

Chemistry is always a concern as 
the week moves along. 

·•we've had a few mishaps here 
and there and we· ve worked hard to 
get that worked out.'' West Virginia 
coach Mark Batton said. 

Concerns include: snap exchanges 
between quarterbacks and centers 
and snaps on field goals and punts. 

Well. that was a concern for 
Bruney early on. until .he got a look 
at Edi~on·s Johnny Byers. 

"He·s probably the best long 
~napper I've seen in the 38 years 
rve been coaching ... Bruney stated. 
.. He's a good long snapper and 
extra-point snapper ... outstanding. 

"You always worry about those 
type of things. Even the pros tell you 
they"re worth their weight in gold.·· 

Byers is one of three quarterbacks 
on the Ohio roster. along with St. 
Clairsville"s Zach Kinnick and Fron­
tier·s Corey Fickiesen. 

See, Eyes, Page B2 

(OVAC-Sponaored Games) 

2010: West Virginia 24, Ohio 14 
2009: Ohio 47, West Virginia 7 
2008: Ohio 31, West Virginia 7 
2007. Ohio 6, West Virg nra 3 
2006: Ohio 22. West Virginia 0 
2005· Ohio 35 West Vrginia 6 
2004. West Virginia 21 , Ohio 7 
2003. Ohio 32, West Vtrgima 26 
2002: Ohio 19, West Virginia 12 
2001: Ohio 36. West Virginia O 
2000: Ohio 13, West Virginia 7 
1999: Ohio 32, West Virginia 0 
1998: Ohio 41, West Virginia 14 
1997: Ohio 24, West Virginia 14 
1996: Ohio 43, West Virginia 21 
1995: Ohio 21, West Virginia O 
1994: West Vt<ginia 19. Ohio 14 
1993: West Virginia 34, Ohio 32 
1992: No game (washout) 
1991: Ohio 30, West Virginia 6 
1990: Ohio 42. West Virginia 0 
1989: West Virginia 22. Ohio 14 
1988: Ohio 13, West Virginia 7 
1987: Ohio 13, West Virginia 11 
1986: Ohio 14, West Virginia 6 
1985: West Virginia 28, Ohio 26 
1984: Ohio 22, West Virginia 6 
1983: Ohio 26, West Virginia 16 
1982: West Virginia 7. Ohio 6 
1981:Ohio 17, West Virginia 14 
1980: Ohio 10, West Virginia 7 
1979: Ohio 47, West Virginia 13 
1978: Ohio 21 , West Virginia 13 
19n: West Virginia 21, Ohio o 
1976: West Virginia 33, Ohio 20 
1975: West Virginia 8, Ohio o 
1974: West Virginia 13, Ohio 6 
1973: West Virginia 38, Ohio 20 

Through 
The 

Years 
1972. Ohoo 24. West VirgInra 6 

(Pre-OVAC Games) 
1971 : No Game 
1970· No Game 
1969: West Virginia 12, Ohio 0 
1968: Ohio 6. West Virg nla 0 
1967: West Virginia 18, Ohio o 
1966: Ohio 26, West Virg1ma O 
1965: Ohio 22, West V rgirna 0 
1964: Ohio 2, West Virginia 0 
1963: No Game 
1962: West Virginia 12. Ohio 6 
1961 : West Virginia 13, Ohio 0 

1960: Ohio 7, West Virginia 6 
1959: West Virginia 7, Ohio 6 
1958: Ohio 25, West Virginia O 
1957: Ohio 14, West Virginia 13 
1956: Ohio 27, West Virginia 0 
1955: Ohio 31, West Virginia 20 
1954: West Virginia 13, Ohio 0 
1953: West Virginia 7, Ohio O 
1952: Ohio 26, West Virginia 19 
1951: Ohio 13, West Virginia 6 
1950: Ohio 14, West Virginia O 
1949: West Virginia 6. Ohio 0 
1948: Ohio 20. West Virginia 7 
1947: West Virginia 13. Ohio 7 
1946: Ohio 26, West Virginia 7 
1945: No Game 
1944: No Game 
1943: No Game 
1942: West Virginia 7, Ohio 0 
1941: West Virginia 7, Ohio 0 
1940: West Virginia 13, Ohio 7 

NOTE: Ohio leads the OVAC­

sponsored series 26· 12· 1 and the 

pre-OVAC series 15-11. 

F, ···········································ON THE LINE• ......................... . 
Today's Results: Tomorrow's Poll: 

O Who will win the Rudy Mumley l o:;io: I . Are the NFL and its owners 
Tell us wl 

Register your answer 
(The resultS of tnis poll are 

opinions of Internet user! •• OVAC All-Star Football Charity I wv: I - doing enough to help 
Classic - WV or Ohio? retired players? 

■ ■ 

1'1M>lo b)' Riek lborp 

Ohio Coaches 
f'boto by Rltk 11t-0rp 

West Virginia Coaches 
Members of the West Virginia coaching staff Include~ bottom from len, Bob 
R. ipJey, Mark Bat.ton. Dave Grandstaff, Jlm West; top r.som left. Dave Chap­
man, Mark Blair, Moke Riggs and trainer Randy Elliott. 

Members of Ute Ohio coachln& staff include, bottom from left, Joe Maino11t, 
Bill Bruney, Dave Bruney, John Bennett., Mike Rose; to_J> from left~ Chas 
Yoder, Nick Stankovich-. Jim Hoover, Rich Materkoski and Joe Kosar. 

-------- -



INSIDE 

Life and 
football 

• precious 
for Stiles 
• St. Clairsville graduate 
overcomes brain tumor 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - Zak Stiles is a firm 
bel ie ver in the cliche that says. 
"whatever doe~n ·t ki II you makes 
you stronger:· 

The recent St. Clairsv11le graduate. 
who i~ preparing for Sunday·s 
OV AC A 11-Star Football Cla!>sic. 1 

learned at the young age of I 3 years 
old about j ust how precious life can_ 
be. 

SECTION 

B 
Thursday, 

July 21 , 2011 

Prior to his 
eighth grade year. 
Stiles and his 
family went on a 
traditional sum­
mer vacation to 
visit his grandpar­
ent, in New 
Mexico. 

However. i t 
wa~ anything but 
nonnal. 

T•l Photo/SETH STASKEY 

ONE OF the highlights o·t the George Strager Evening With the Stars dinner was the presentation of the Strager Memo~ial 
Scholarships. Front row, from left, are McKenzie Peluchette {Wheeling Central), John Duplaga (Wheenng Central), Tyler 
Jacovetty (Wheeling Central), Marcus Clifford (Wheeling Central) and Strager Footbalr Camp co~director Mike Young, who 
is also the head coach at Wheeling Central. Back row, from left, are Strager Football Camp co-director Kelly Rine, who is 
also the athletic director at St. Clairsville, Caleb Gunn (Cambridge), Joe Zebbs (St. Clairsville), Bernie Thompson (Union 
LoQal), Zak Stiles (St. Clairsville) and Zach Kinnick (St. Clairsville). Additional images ma y be fo und a t 
cu. timesleaderonline.com "I remember I was just sitting 

there eatmg. and I passed out:· Stile~ 
~aid. 

Hi~ parenh. Bruce and Leslie. 
immediately ru~hed him to the emer­
gency room. Due to the immense 
pressure being cause in his brain. the 
New Mexico hospital l i fe flighted 
him to Texa-; where he underwent 
~urgery. 

OVAC All-Star Game week in full swing 
• Strager Evening With the Stars held; Heat, humidity an issue at Ohio camp 

.. Doctors diagnosed me with a 
brain tumor." Stiles said. 

Being that young. Stiles knew a 
little bit about what the doctors were 
telling him and his parents. 

··or course I knew it was bad. but 
being that young. you really don·t 
know what to expect: · Stiles said. 
··11·s kind of a tough feeling to 
explain. but mostly I was really nerv­
ous and scared about what was 
ahead:· 

The tumor was determined to be 
benign. but doctors wanted to oper­
ate and begin radiation immediately 
because the tumor was in the middle 
of the brain and was wrapped around 
the nervous system. 

Stiles underwent no fewer than 

See, STILES, Page B2 

By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Edttor 

WHEELING - The events surrounding 
the 66th annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All­
Star Charity Football Classic kicked into 
full swing Wednesday evening. 

Past and present players. cheerleaders. 
Queen of Queens candidates and their fami­
lies were recognized during the 25th annual 
George Strager Evening With The Stars 
inside the ballroom at the Wheeling Park 
White Palace. 

This marked the first time since reporting 
to camp on Sunday that the players from 
West Virginia and Ohio have came down 
the hill from Bethany College. The OV AC 
McDonald's All-Star Band reported to 
Bethany Wednesday morning to begin 
preparations for their show. while the 
cheerleaders check into their rooms today. 
The Queen of Queens pageant contestants 
will compete Friday evening at WesBanco 

OV AC All-Star Game 
Who: Ohio vs. West Virginia 
When: Sunday, 7:15 
Where: Wheeling Island Stadium 
Tickets: Available in advance for $7 
or at the gate for $10. 
Radio: AM 1600 
Television: WTOV-9 

Arena. 
The players of both teams went through 

two more practices as oppressive tempera: 
tures swelled well into the 90s. The tem­
perature on the artificial turf at Bethany 
College was well above I 00 degrees when 
the Buckeye State wrapped up its second 
practice. 

The temperatures took their toll on 
Ohio ·s practice. 

"We·ve held some li:ids out of some prac­
tices becau~e of the heat:· Bruney said . 
.. The heat and the possibility of thunder-

storm~ is a concern bccau'-C i l cao~~ you tu 
have to cut down on your r~pc1i11on._, o1ml 
you hesitate 10 repe,11 too mQny th ings 
when it's I IO degrees or so on the 1urf." 

Bruney indicated the Buckeye squad i-; 
fairly healthy outside or battling through 
the heat. 

Shadyside·s Taylor Brown - a firsl­
tearn all-Ohioan at defensive end - has 
been slowed by a slightly strained calf. 
Bruney is expecting Brown to be ready by 
kickoff and thinks he could return to the 
practice field for today"s second ~ession. 

"Right now. Taylor is the only injury 
we've got." Bruney said. ··we·re going to 
see what he can do in the artcrnoon 
(today).·· 

The Ohio players have grnsped both the 
offensive and defell!-,i\e ~chemes quite well. 
which has allowed Brunev and his coaching 
staff to basically estabiish their starting 
lineup for Sunday evening already . 

See, OVAC, Page B2 

Diminutive Thompson looking to make big impact for Ohio 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

BETHANY - The smallest player to 
suit up for Sunday·s annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All Star Football Classic 
had probably the biggest senior season. 

Former Union Local 'ilandout wide 
receiver Bernie Thomp~on. who stands 5-
8 and tip~ the scales at a robust 140 
pound~. landed an Ohio Valley-record 
I 06 pas~e" this past fall for the Jets and 
head coach Marli: Cisar. 

.. It really ha~n ·1 fully set in yet:· 
Thomp-.on admitted during media day 
earlier this week at Bethany College. 
"Ten years down the road when l look 
back on 11. rm c;ure r11 be proud of what 
l accomplished:· 

While Thompson was re-writing the 
Ohio Valley and Union Local record 
books. his senior season didn·t go quite 
the way he had 
planned. 

"We had a lot of 
injuries that were cost-
1 y :· he recalled . .. We 
lost a few seniors and 
had to use some fresh­
men in tough situa-
tions. The way thing~ 
ended ( 1-9) wasn' t the 

~ :-c.:,~~. 

way I would·ve liked. a....11....,_,;,;,;11;.;..=._. 

but I worked hard and 
did what I had to:· 

And for his succec;s. Thompson prw,ed 
his former head coach. 

"Coach Cisar helped me tremendous 

ly:· he offered ... Without him. I wouldn·t 
be in the places that I am. He gave me a 
chance my sophomore season to show 
what I could do. and I took full advantage 
of it:· 

Because of his hard work and dedica­
tion to the sport, Waynesburg University 
offered him a chance to extend his foot-
ball career. which he accepted. • 

.. There was a lot I liked about 
Waynesburg.'' Thompson said. "I also 
liked West Liberty and Bethany. but 
Waynesburg just seemed like a good fit 
for me.·· 

He said that he met the coaching staff 
and really liked all of them. especially the 
assistant head coach. 

"Coach Falvo·s a good guy:· 
Thompson added. "They run the spread 

just like we did at UL. They throw the 
ball just about every play:· 

Thal should suit him to a tee as he 
caught 192 passes during his two-plus 
years of varsity action for the Jets that 
went for 1.854 yards and I I touch­
downs. His senior season he managed 
982 yards and half-a-dozen six-pointers. 

--Bernie is a great .team player on both 
sides of the ball:· Cisar said. ··He was a 
gamer for us. I think he only mis~ed one 
practice the whole year. He· s just a great 
kid with a tremendous work ethic. He 
was our best offensive asset and was still 
able to catch more than I 00 balls even 
though everyone knew he was going to 
get the bal I. .. 

See, IMPACT, Page B2 



~s LEADER • Thursday, July 21, 2011 • 82 

•Stiles-------
Continued from Page B 1 

four surgeries during the process, including one in 
Texas and another in Columbus. 

"The operation couldn't get the entire thing," Stiles 
said. "It's much smaller now." 

Obviously during the process, the thoughts of sports 
and football were shoved to the backseat, but once it was 
determined that Stiles was going to be fine, the questions 
returned. 

According to Bruce Stiles, who is an assistant football 
coach at St. Clairsville, there was serious doubt that Zak 
would ever be allowed to play a contact sport. 

"At the last minute, doctors said he could give it a try," 
Bruce said. 

Zak played his eighth grade season with a tube in his 
head, which was running to his stomach, allowing pres­
sure to be released from his brain. 

"It's definitely been an interesting ride for him," Bruce 
continued. 

Zak believes his ability to continue to play football, 
even with a stronger helmet than most, is just "part of the 
gift." 

Since his last surgery, Zak has received a clean-bill of 
health and only has to go to Columbus once a year for an 
annual checkup where everything's gone well. 

"I've had three different doctors through all of this," 
Zak said. "Again, this whole thing has just been a life­
changing experience." 

Zak played three years of varsity football for the Red 
Devils en route to this weekend's game. Next month, he'll 
depart for Waynesburg where he'll be a candidate for its 
football squad. 

"I don't know what I would be doing right now if (doc­
tors) took football away from me when I was younger," 
Zak said. "Football has been such a big part of my life 
because everything I do is for football. If doctors had 
taken that away, it would have been like they took away 
part of my I ife." 

Zak admits that there were some nervous moments for 
his family when he resumed playing after being cleared, 
but those nerves have calmed as the years have passed. 

·'My parents have been there for me to make sure I was 
cautious and had everything I needed to be safe," Stiles 
said. "Doctors have said there's nothing to worry about it 
because it's fine a11d that's what I believe. It was in the 
back of my mind at first, but not nearly as much now." 

The results of his ordeal have gone more than a Jong 
way in helping to shape the kind of person or approach to 
life Stiles takes now. 

"It was very life changing for me," Stiles said. "As a 
kid, you take things for granted, but now I look at every 
day as if it's a gift because you never know what's going 
to happen tomorrow." 

Staskey can be reached ai 
ssta.skey@timesleaderonfine.com 

e OVAC------
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"We've not had a problem on offense and things are 
coming together," Bruney said. "Defensively, we've got 
guys who can run to the ball pretty well, get off blocks 
well." 

As is always the case in all-star camp, there are always 
a few players who might be unheralded on their respec­
tive high school team, but put on a good showing when 
they get to camp. . 

This week has been no exception, according to Bruney. 
··Brent Kirk from Buckeye Local has been impressive 

on both sides of the ball; Kyle Blanchard is a really good 
receiver and Chris Smelley is a little bit faster than I 
thought he was," Bruney said. "Another guy is Bernie 
Thompson, who is an absolute machine. On top of being a 
great kid, he's just a football player." 

One of the annual highlights of the Strager dinner is the 
presentation of the George Strager Memorial 
Scholarships. Those are given to any player who took part 
in the Strager camp the summer entering his senior season 
and then is chosen for the Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Classic the following summer. 

Receiving those scholarships, which were presented by 
Strager Football Camp co-directors Kelly Rine and Mike 
Young, were: Zach Kinnick (St. Clairsville), Joe Zebbs 
(St. Clairsville), Zak Stiles (St. Clairsville), Bernie 
Thompson (Union Local) and Caleb Gunn (Cambridge) 
of Ohio. The West Virginia recipients were Wheeling 
Central's McKenzie Peluchette, Tyler Jacovetty, Marcus 
Clifford and John Duplaga. 

It was also announced that area McDonald's owner 
Ross Stoltz was being honored as the cover boy for the 
OV AC Game program. 

Sraskey can be reached at 
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 
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So, how does a smallish 
guy come up with big catch 
after big catch? 

"I run good routes, find 
holes in the defense and 
catch everything thrown to 
me," Thompson noted. "I 
know I'm not that tall, so I 
really had to focus on a lot 
of things." 

The son of Shawn and 
Deana Thompson of 
Belmont is undecided upon 
his major. 

Waynesburg is a memb~r 
of the Presidents Athletic 
Conference. The Yellow 
Jackets are a member of the 
NCAA Division III and fin­
ished at 6-4 last year. 

North can be reached at 
laYJrth@timesleaderonJine.com 
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T•L Photo/KIM NORTH 

PICTURED ARE the offensive line candidates for Sunday's 66th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic. 

Kneeling, from left, are Aaron Silverio (Shadyside), Caleb Gunn (Cambridge) and Jack Beavers (Martins Ferry). Back row, from left, 

are Mason Campbell (Steubenville), Willie Pruitt (Steubenville), John Thompson (East Liverpool} and Kody Edwards (East 

Liverpool). Additional images may be found at cu.times/eaderonline.com 

Shadyside players anxious to 
represent school, community 
• Four former Tigers preparing for Sunday's OVAC All-Star Game 

By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - The Ohio Valley Athletic 

Cbnference encourages its coaches for the 

Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity 

Football Classic to choose a representative 

from as many schools as possible. 
Thus. the conference instituted a rule that 

~ays no Ohio school may have any more than 

four representatives. 
The coaches usually take advantage of that 

and choose the maximum of their own players. 

who got them to this point and then represent 

the area·s best teams and programs with as 

many as possible. 
This year wasn't any different. per se. 

Ohio head coach Dave Bruney. who led 

Martins Ferry back to the Ohio Division IV 

playoffs and a 8-3 ~eason. selected four of his 

own players. But. usually it's powerful 

Steubenville or another bigger school that has 

tl-te maximum amount of players chosen. 

'Usually (Shadyside) is 
lucky to get one player in 
this game, so to have four 
is really big. ' 

- Taylor Brown 

While owning one of the -;tronge-.t -;mall 

school traditions. the Shad) -.rde Tiger-. have 

usually grown accustomed to having their nor 

mal one or two spots on the team. 
However. that", all changed. 
For the firn time ,ince 1955. the Tiger~ 

have four player, about to ,uit up for .. the 

OV AC All-Star Game. 
"rt means a lot to have four guys here:· ~aid 

Aaron Silverio. who 1-. expected to line up pri-

marily at guard this weekend. "Ifs great to be 

able to get out there. represent our school and 

community and show some of that Tiger 
pndc.·· 

Silverio is being joined this week by Ellis 

Brown. Taylor Brown and Logan Hudson. All 

of whom played an integral role on the Tigers· 

brilliant ~eason. which finished 13-2 a!> 

Division VI state runnerup. 
''This just shows what we really did accom­

plish last season:· Ellis Brown said. ··Jt was a 

great season. but it had a rough ending. Being 

chosen .for this game with three my teammates 

helps make up for that:· 
After the 1954 season in which the Tigers 

finished 9-0. Frank August. Bob Bittengle. 

Bill Corbett and Don Fleming. who played for 

the Cleveland Browns. were chosen for the 

g.ime. 
That OV AC All-Star team was honored last 

,ea-.on as part of the conference·s que!>t to 

See, OVAC, Page B2 
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CLEVELAND 
INDIANS' Grady 
Sizemore was 
placed on the dis­
abled list July 18 
due to soreness in 
his knee, will be out 
of the Indians' tine­
up four to six weeks 
after having 
abdominal surgery 
to repair a hernia 
problem on 
Thursday. 

AP PHOTO 

1reas are Cleveland has been hit hard by played hurt in 2009, but after I 06 

my knee injuries. but is tied for the AL Central games, he finally had an operation on 

i ves me lead with Detroit. his left elbow in September. That was 

rd that l Right fielder Shin-Soo Choo is cur- followed a few days later by abdomi­

and help rently sidelined by a broken left nal surgery from Dr .. Meyers. 

pennant thumb. Designated hitter Travis Sizemore played only 33 games a 

inly 61 
ng .237. 
, and no 
e injury. 
ith two 
RBIs in 

Hafner. opening day starter Fausto year ago before hurting his left knee 

Carmona. first baseman Matt LaPorta also sliding into second in 
and others have al!>o been on the dis- Baltimore. He had microfracture sur­
abled list. gery and began this season on the DL 

Sizemore. who averaged 27 ashecontinuedtorecover. 
homers. 29 steals and 116 runs from Indians trainer Lonnie Soloff said 
2005 thru 2008, has spent much of Sizemore should begin rehabilitation 
the past three years on the DL. He Friday. 
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jifficult .'' said Jerry 
~ichardson. owner of the 
: arolina Panthers. "We're 
;onfident that the players 
ind the teams have arrived 
1t a good place. We think 
Ne have a fair. balanced 
igreement." 

But George Wilson. the 
player representative for the 
Buffalo Bills. called the 
:>wners • vote and subse­
:iuent news conference "an 
attempt to break the spirits 
of our men and to fracture 
the solidarity that we've 
exemplified thus far.'' 

He said the deal 
approved by the owners 
included provisions the 
players haven't even seen, 
which is why no vote was 
taken dunng a conference 
call Thursday night. 

"Ultimately, the guys felt 
like this thing is being 
force-fed to us. that it's 
being shoved down our 
throats," Wilson told The 
Associated Press. "And the 
way everything transpired 
this evening. in a sense, 
was trying to add more 
pressure to the situation and 
force us to accept this deal 
without really being able to 
see all the details of what 
they voted on." 

Clearly. the basic outline 
,f the: proposed agreement 

..,.,nr h nf u •hirh w~<: 

to think everything would 
go smoothly at the end. 

.. I don't think this deal is 
blown up," Wilson said. 
"We can definitely work 
through these issues." 

The fans are tired of all 
the labor talk. They're just 
ready for some football. 

"Finally." said Dave 
Gower of Knoxville, Tenn., 
who just happened to be 
staying at the hotel where 
the owners met. "I don't 
understand why it took so 
long. I hope the players 
take it and run with it.·• 

Packers president Mark 
Murphy said no one was 
trying to pull a fast one on 
the players, or pressure 
them into accepting an 
owner-friendly framework 
for divvying up more than 
$9 billion in annual rev­
enues. He also dismissed 
the idea of going back to 
the bargaining table. 

"We put our pens down," 
Murphy said. "We've nego­
tiated. We've been negoti­
ating in good faith with the 
union, we reached agree­
ment on all the key points. 
They're voting on the same 
thing that we ratified.'' 

Not so. said NFL Players 
Association chief 
DeMaurice Smith. who 
talked with Goodell several 
t i mP<: h " nhru,.a, riur1nn tho 

"Issues that need to be 
collectively bargained 
remain open; other issues, 
such as workers ' compen­
sation, economic issues and 
end of deal terms. remain 
unresolved. There is no 
agreement between the 
NFL and the players at this 
time," Smith wrote. 

Unhappy with the old 
collective bargaining agree­
ment, owners exercised an 
opt-out clause three years 
ago, setting the stage for 
this labor dispute. The new 
deal does not contain an 
opt-out clause. 

ff players approve the 
agreement, team facilities 
would open Saturday, and 
the new league year would 
begin Wednesday, with full 
free agency and the open­
ing of training camps. 

"I can't say we got 
everything we wanted to 
get in the deal. l ' m sure 
(players) would say the 
same thing," New York 
Giants owner John Mara 
said. "The best thing about 
it is our fans don't have to 
hear about labor-manage­
ment relations for another 
10 years." 

He didn't say anything 
about the next few days. 

The old CBA expired 
March 11, when federally 
.-ort: ..... ~ ..,~,.."'•~ n♦: ,.." , .f"o.11 

e OVAC------
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continue to honor its past as well as its present and 
future. 

Ironically, Corbett, who passed away some five years 
ago and played collegiately at Purdue, is the great-uncle 
of Silverio. 

En route to the 2010 state final, the Tigers were one of 
the area· s unheralded teams. Not many people had 
Shadyside pegged as anything more than mediocre. 

However, after stubbing their toe against Bridgeport in 
week nine, the Tigers bounced back to upend Wheeling 
Central and clinch the OV AC Class 2-A title. They later 
avenged the loss to the 
Bulldogs in the Region 23 ----...... ~ - ---, 
title game by a 28-0 score 
and then knocked off an 
undefeated Mogadore team 
in the state semifinal before 

1 running into one of the . 
sharpest buzzsaws in the 
OHSAA, Delphos St. John. 

"I think we eventually l...!:;;::::=:::::::::=::===:::::::::J 
showed that we were pretty 
good and having four guys in this game really proves that 
even more," Silverio said. "We had all kinds of chemistry 
on that team and to have four guys here, we're hoping we 
can take some of that and build with our new teammates." 

Taylor Brown, who earned first-team all-Ohio as a 
defensive end, was extremely excited when he received 
word he'd been chosen, but was happier when he heard 
how many of his teammates were going, too. 

"Usually (Shadyside) is lucky to get one player in this 
game, so to have four is really big," Brown said. "To be 
here is an honor and this is a really good way to end your 
high school career because this is something you 'II never 
forget." 

Regardless of the season or even the sport, the commu­
nity of Shadyside has long supported and rooted on their 
Tigers. For that reason, the chance to play and represent 
the Tigers once more was one of the most exciting parts 
of this opportunity for Hudson, who admitted being cho­
sen for this game was one of his childhood dreams. 

"Everyone from the town comes to our games and it 
just means so much to all four of us to represent the 
school and town once again," Hudson said. "Obviously, 
the season didn't end like we had hoped, but having 
another chance to represent our senior class means a lot." 

OVACNOTES 
■ ACCORDING TO sources on the Bison campus, 

both teams went through both workouts today despite the 
oppressive heat. One source in the Ohio camp said all 33 
players went through the drills and "came through in great 
spirits." 
■ THE PLAYERS. cheerleaders and band members 

were treated to an ice-cream social Thursday evening. 
That probably hit the spot after temperatures soared near 
triple digits with the humidity as all three groups contin­
ued preparations for Sunday' s game, which is scheduled 
to kick off at 7: 15 p.m. 
■ THE Queen of Queens pageant is this evening at 

WesBanco Arena. No fewer than 30 young ladies will 
demonstrate their talents as they compete for several thou­
sand dollars in scholarships. The event begins at 7 p.m. 

Staskey can be reached at 
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 

• Salem-------
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total of 21 fonner Tigers' gridiron greats were either 
drafted or signed by professional teams. 

Four players went on to capture Super Bowl rings. 
They included Jack Deloplaine, Orson Mobley. Larry 
Riley and Monty Hunter. Players like Jeff Connors (North 
Carolina), Jimbo Fisher (Florida State) and Bill 
Kirelawich (WVU) went on to successful college coach­
ing careers, while Phil Zacharias (Baltimore) and Mike 
McCarthy (Green Bay) have had successful NFL coach­
ing stints. 

Salem College was also known as a breeding ground of 
future West Virginia University head coach's Ed 
Pastilong, Rich Rodriguez and Bill Stewart. Terry 
Bowden. who played at WVU and is the son of legendary 
Florida State head coach Bobby Bowden, also walked the 
sideline at Salem. 

A Saturday morning golf outing and various activities 
for non-golfers continue the get-together throughout the 
day. which will culminate with a social hour and awards 
recognition dinner Saturday night. 

_. ,, • • . .., _ ,. .•. L.. ... _,,. • . ..,..,;_ ♦I-. ... 1 OC'I'\.-. •• . :,t L - t. 



INSIDE 

Scoreboard I B3 
Counsel/ B4 
Comics/85 

Classifieds / B6-10 

T·L Photos/SETH STASKEY 

TOP: Bridgeport's Chris (foreground) and Curt Smelley pick up their jerseys for next week's Rudy Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic during Sunday's check-in day at Bethany College. The players 
began preparation Sunday evening. 
RIGHT: Union Local's Bernie Thompson brings his stuff into the Thomas Phillips Johnson Health & 
Recreation Center on the Bethany College campus Sunday morning as the players and coaches reported 
to begin camp for the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic. 
Additional images can be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 

SECTION 

B 
Monday, 

July 18, 2011 

Moving-in day at Bethany College 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - The rosters are finally 
complete and the preparations for this 
weekend. s Rudy Mumley OV AC All­
Star Charity Football Classic are under 
way. 

The players and coaches formally 
reported to camp Sunday afternoon inside 
the Thomas Phillips Johnson Health and 
Recreation Center on the Bison campus. 

Both teams were given 
their room a~signments. uni­
forms. a physical examina­
tion. went through a respec­
tive team meeting and ate din­
ner before they ·hit the prac­
tice field. 

Ohio hit the practice field 
at approximately 6 p.m. and 
stayed until dark without its 
equipment as Buckeyes· head coach 
Dave Bruney and his staff put their play-
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crs through a workout to see 
where they are phy~ically. 

.. We can't tell how good of 
shape these kids came in until 
we raise their pulse and respi­
ration rates and we're going to 
do that." Bruney said. •• 

The players were scheduled 
to be back on the practice 
field this morning from 7:45 

a.m. until 11 a.m. with a break for lunch. 
The players and coache:-. were also sched-

uled to take part in media day. 
"After picture~. we're planning_ on 

going back out in the evcnmg. but the rest 
of the week we'll go out earl ier in the 
afternoon," Bruney said. 

After weeks of roster juggling because 
of players opting not to play or their 
respective college~ advi~ing their future 
playerl> not to play. the coaches could 
actually get tocused on install ing their 
offensive and defensive ~cheme.!.. 

See, MOVING-IN. Page B2 
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RUDY MUMLEY OVAC 

,LL-STAR CHARITY CLASSIC 

OHIO VS. WEST VIRGINIA 

Sunday, July 24th, 2011 

Kickoff 7:15 p.m. 

Wheeling ls!_ancf Stadium 

9OLF AWARDS, 
TROPHIES AND 

PLAQUES 
[GOLF SCRAMBLE SIGNS1 

"Custom A.wards ! 

,f 411-Kinrfi" 
Serving the Valley for 

over 16 years. 
Stop in today and check out 

our show room at: 

2245 Main St., Wheeling 
304-233-1925 

TOLL FREE 800-446-1925 

Photo cowttty of Briggs Photography 
Pictured Is Ille w .. 1 Vlrglnla squid for the Rudy Mumlly 0VAC Charity All-Star 

Foolball c1a .. 1c:. Front l'IIW, from ltll, .,. head coach lrllfk BIiion, Ttaeh Keller 

(llagnolla), Joey Musick (Morvantown), Login Martin (John Mlnhall), Joey DIN1rclo 

(Brooke), Kyle Pyllall (Unlsy) and lnllnlf Randy Elllott. Stcond ,_, from left, INI 

Jordan Ang1lk:h (Bishop Donahut), it.ubtn Pint (Weir), Phll Aerie (Unaly), Mllws 

Cllfford (WhllUng Central), Zach Mom• (WhHllllll P1rll), Chrl$ Elol (Weirton 

Madonna) and Ryan u-r (Bnloke). Third row, from left, .,. 8oo111 Kehm ~ 

Consolidated), Chance Rowland (O■k Glen), BIiiy P1rldn1 (Brooke), Alli Schremm 

(WhllMng Pllt). Jtff Kidder I Parllnllurg South) and 81111 Shlpllerd (Magnolll). 

Fourth raw, from left, are Anthony Pedtr1on {Brooke), Davit Sivert (Val '•Yl, Matt 

Rigg• (Magnolla), Dan Hl\lflP (Weir), John Duplaga (Whttllng Ctntnrl), Hayden 

Grttnllef (Wellfon Madonna) and Chris Wlllilms (Jot,n Marshall). Fifth row, front left, 

I' ~"""· .,. . .,.,:X:::"""'•'·"'" 1 are Tyler Jacovetty (Wh•flng Central), Kaleb Kuce11 (Bishop Donahue), Mlchael 
Berardi (John Mlnllall), McKenzie 

I I a Peluchttte (WhNlln9 Central), Tanner 

BELMONT-HARRISON 
VOCATIONAL 

SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BELMONT CAREER CENTER 
1 ~O Fox Shannon Pia:.",e St Clairsv1llo. OH 43950 

(740) 595.9130 

HARRISON CAREER CENTER 
82~0 Codi% J~o-11 Ftood,Cadll , tH 43007 

(7 40) 942-2148 

Whyte (Cameron), JMd Adllan' 
(Morgantown), Shane Keiper (Oak Glen) 
and Nick Romko (MOlllantown). Sixth 
row, from left, are rnalllllff Drew keller, 

1 
managlf Jayton Keller, as,lltant 
c:oacha■ Bob Rlpley, llartt BIil 

11.!. 

Photo Courtesy/BRIGGS PHOTOGRAPHY 
PICTURED IS the Ohio squad for the annual Rudy Mumlty OVAC Charity All-Siar 

footblR Cllulc. front row, flvm i.tl, 1N1 Mad coach Dav, Bruney, wuue LMvell 

(Eat uv,rpool), Chris Smelley (Bridgeport), Zach Klnnkk (SL Clalnvllle), EIIII 

Brown (Shldyllclt), Joe Zebbl (St. Clllrlvllle) and 11slatant coach BUI Bnmly. 

Second rvw, from left. are Tanner Wright (River), Josh Totllvlf (Bellaire), K,tl 

Bllnelllnl (Hlnlson Cennl), Jab Brunonl (Frontier), Clsey 811n (Martins Ferry) 

and Corey Flckllten (Frontilf). Third row, from 11ft, art Johnny Byers (Edison), 

Trevor Mouttr (Meadowbrook), Curt Smelley (Brld111~I, Mlchall Rose (Martina 

Ferry), Niko Otto (lndlan CrNlt), Tyler Kurtz (Blmttvllle) and Aaron Sllvtrlo 

~ (Shadyside). Four1h row, from left, are Kody Edwards (East'Uvtrpool), Caleb Gunn 

liitA~ (Cl~). Jottn Eeluolh (Steubenville), Willie Pndtt (Sltublnvllle), Mason 

Campbell (Sltublnvllle), Zak SIHH (St. Clalrsvlllt) and John Thompson (East 

Uvtrpool), Fifth row, from left, ire Jack Btavera (M1rttn11 Feny), Garrett Price 

(Brtdgtpon1 Bobby Dayton (Martina ferry), Marcus SchllllllCher (Monroe Ctntnl), 

Bemll Thompson (Union Loeal), Taylor Brvwn (Shadyside), BNlnt Kirk (Buclley, 

l.oell) and Loglll Hudson (Shildylldt). Top row, from left, 8NI l!lfnager Corty 

Btnnell, utlttlnt c:oacht1 John Bennett, Rich Materlloe.i, Jim H-, Joe k-, 

1 Joe Mamone, Mike Rose, Nick Stankovich, Chu Yoder and manager Datton Hoover. 

--.. -----
►rles • Club c~ 

_ FutJ Un• Of XI 
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"Want Car"or Suer ass., Get Career Sk:!~s!" 

www.BHCcenters.com 

2558 National Road, Wheeling 
<from exits turn right> www.elmgrovedodge.com 
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Heat May 
Turn Into 
A Factor 

BETHANY - We~t Virginia 
and Ohio all-stars were feelrng the 
heat Monday afternoon at Bethany 
Collece. 

And it wa,;n·t coming from their 
coache". -

Photo by R ck Thorp 
For.mer Br~oke all-staters Joe DiNardo, left, and Ryan Lazear share a few thoughts 
during Media Day for the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic. I 

All-Stars Meet Media, 
Get Down to Business 

The FieldTurf surface at Bison 
Stadium. which b only a few years 
old. was boiling as players. coach­
e~. members of the media and 
~ame staff ventured on to it for the 
hrst time for Media Day festivi­
ties. 

E\·crvonc could SL'e the heal lit­
erally r1 smg off the field .!!> they 
exited the day·s news conference 
inside the Thomas P. Johnson 
Health and Recreation Center. 

Batton says club will be 
aggressive on defense 

811 RICK THORP 
• Staff Writer 

BETHANY - The pomp and circum­
stance surrounding preparations for the 66th 
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity 
Football Classic was at its pinnacle Monday 
~~ participants gathered for Media Day festiv­
ities. 

Bethany College·s Thomas P. Johnson 
Health and Recreation Center. along with the 
adjoining Bison Stadium. served as a respite 
for the nearly 60 players and their coaches 
from what has already been a jam-packed 
camp. 

West Virginia coach Mark Batton and Ohio 
mentor Dave Bruney both wasted little time in 
getting looks at their personnel. 

Both squads went through a light workout 
Sunday evening before gathering t'or a pair of 
practices Monday. 

'Tm just real impressed with these play­
ers ... said Ballon. who guided Magnolia to a 

West Virginia Class AA championship last 
season. 

"We were able to get a lot of stuff in. both 
offensively and defensively. 

"These guys have been coached very well 
and we·ve been able to speed up the proceS!> a 
little quicker than we thought. 

"We ·re really pleased ... 
Batton. coaching his second summer gleam 

gam~. and first since 2007. was struck by his 
team s speed. 

.. That's a key:· he said. ··we like our 
speed and quickness. and defensively we like 
how aggressive we are. 
. "We had to blow the whistle a couple of 

times Sunday because they wanted to get after 
it. That's a great sign... ~ 

West Virginia is looking to win consecu­
tive games in the series for the first time since 
1993 and 1994. The Mountaineers snapped a 
five-game skid to their Ohio River rivals last 
J~ly. dominating the second half of a 24-14 
triumph. 

Ohio topped West Virginia. 6-3. in Bat­
ton ·s other all-star coaching stint. 
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Players donned their shoulder 
pads and jerseys for the event. 
which was ,;plit almost evenly 
between the Mountaineers and 
Buckeye~. 

Each team spent about 45 min­
utes on the field. And. despite a 
light breeze. the temperature wa~ 
certainly a topic of conversation. 

But. as Mother Nature would 
likely say in her ··scent of a 
Woman·· Col. Slade voice ·Tm 
juq gettin· warmed up." 

Pardon the pun. 
The hottest conditions of the 

summer are forecast to get hotter 
as the week moves forward. 

That's a fact not lost on West 
Virginia trainer Randy Elliott. 

Elliott. the veteran trainer from 
Oak Glen High School. and Herb 
Minch. the trainer at West Liberty 
Umverslly. are paying ~pecial 
attention to weather conditions. 

··we were out (Monday) morn­
ing and by 9 a.m. (The heat) was 
pretty intense:· said Elliott. who 
has ,erved as an OV AC gleam 
game trainer for about 35 years. 
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And this Sunday. the veteran coach said 
his formula will be similar. 

"As for as the routine of this week. 
we're more comfortable," he said. "But 
this is the way we coach at Magnolia. 
We're not coaching this game any differ­
ently. 

"My assistants are all my good 
friends. They're not assistants to me. 
they're all head coaches. They know 
how we do things at Magnolia and we're 
not going to change things up here.·' 

Batton had the luxury of selecting his 
players from a larger pool as Parkersburg 
South, Morgantown. University and 
Hundred were added to the mix. 

But it will be two local products that 

will get time at quarterback for Sun­
day's 7: 15 p.rn. kickoff at Wheeling 
Island Stadium - Bishop Donahue's 
Jordan Angalich and Linsly's Kyle Pyt­
lak. 

Options at running back include 
Wheeling Central's Marcus Clifford, 
Linsly's Phil Aerie, Wheeling Park's 
Zach Morris, Weirton Madonna's Chris 
Eloi and Brooke's Ryan Lazear. 

Depth is also something Bruney, 
coaching in his fifth all-star game, is 
pleased to possess. 

"Most of the guys came in in pretty 
good shape and , barring injury, we'll 
have enough depth that we won't have to 
play a lot of kids a lot both ways," 
Bruney said. 

"You never know what's going to 
happen. We'll limit our contact and do 
enough to get an indication of what 
we're going to do and get everyone 
through the game healthy and win.'' 

Zack Kinnick (St. Clairsville). Corey 
Fickicsen (Frontier) and Johnny Byers 
(Edison) are the quarterbacks on the 
Ohio roster. 

Bruney was excited by what he saw 
during practices Sunday and Monday. 
but he thinks he'll get a true pulse on his 
team today and Wednesday. 

"We look pretty athletic," he said. 
"We have some pretty skilled players on 
offense and some guys that can react and 
move on defense. 

"It should be fun." 
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"We hear by Thursday and Friday 
it's going to be unbearable." 

How do the players cope with it? 
Elliott said the answer's old school. 

"I keep telling the kids to stay 
hydrated and watch the color in their 
urine and things like tha1:· he said. 

"Stick with the frnils and stay away 
from the pops. coffees and other diuret­
ics. keep that urine clear.·• 

Elliott used to use a tachometer to 
keep track of the conditions. Technolo­
gy has changed that. 

"You can do stuff like that on your 
phone," Elliott said. holding up his 
smartphone. "You ~et temperature, 
humidity. It's amazmg what technology 
can do." 

While most of the players have been 
away from the field since November. 
both coachc:-. were impressed with the 
shape of their players as they ,mived at 
camp. 

"I think they're in great shape:· 
West Virginia coach Mark Batton said. 
"We were on turf Sunday and running. 
The receivers and runnmg backs were 
in good <;hape. We really didn't sec 
anyone bending over and gasping for 
air.·· 

It's All Relative 
Each year, there's alway~ a current 

all-star with family ties to the past. 
Oak Glen's Shane Koper, Brooke's 

Ryan Lazear and River's Tanner Wright 
will be receiving pointers on how to 
handle their all-star experience this 
July. ' 

Koper has the largest all-star pedi-
. gree. His grandfather played in the 
1960 game, while his father, Richard, 
and his uncle, Rob, competed in 1987 
and 1982, respectively. , 

Lazear's grandfather, Harry, partici­
pated in I 946. while his father, Jim, 
competed in 1983. 

Wright's father, Donnie, played in 
the 198 I tilt. 

The Men in Stripes 
Wheeling's Bill Wilhelm and 

Moundsville's Chuck Taskalines will 
serve as honorary officials for Sunday's 
7: 15 p.m. kickoff at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 

Game officials this year include:Bill 
Walter, referee; Mark Vukelic. umpire; 
Mark Kerwood, linesman: Jon Hamm, 
line judge; Larry Shane; Bob Gaylor, 
field judge; Lance Jacob, back judge. 

That's the Ticket 
TickeLc; are the game are available at 

many locations on the West Virginia 
and Ohio sides of the Ohio River. They 
are $7 in advance and $1 0 at the gate. 
Fans aged 5 and under are admitted 

free. 
West Virginia ticket locations 

include Benwood (Kroger), Cameron 
(Greg's Market), Chester (Citizen 
Drug), Moundsville (Kroger). New 
Martinsville (Witschey's Supermarket), 
Warwood (Kroger). Weirton (Kroger. 
St. Thomas Drive and Main Street loca­
tions), Wellsburg (Kroger) and Wheel­
ing (Kroger). 

Ohio ticket locations are Bellaire 
(Kroger), Cambridge (The Jefferson­
ian), East Liverpool (All-Sports Sup­
plies). Martins Ferry (Kroger). Shady­
side (Defelice Brothers Pizza), St. 
Clairsville (Kroger), Steubenville 
(Kroger and Smitty's Floors). 
Wellsville (Center Pharmacy), Win­
tersville (Kroger) and Woodsfield 
(Weber's Drugs). 

Strike Up the Band 
Dru Meyer will lead the I 71-mem­

ber OV AC McDonald's All-Star Band. 
which will report to Bethany later this 
week. 

Leading the Cheers 
Tyler Consolidated's Stephanie 

Starcher and St. Clairsville's Joanne 
Verba will guide the 20 cheerleaders 
who will arrive at camp later this 
week. 

Rick Thorp can be reached via e-mail 
at Thorp@11ews-register.net 
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OVAC Game 
is a dream 
come true for 
River's Wright 

~ 

KIM NORTH 
Kim's Korner: 

BETHANY - For four 'long years. 
Tanner Wright dreamed of playing in 

the 66th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC 
All-Star Football Classic. 

Well. Sunday night the former 
_. ". River standout k1ckertpunter will gel 

H Photo/KIM NORTH his chance as a member of the Ohio 

PICTURED ARE the Ohio linebackers and defensive backs for Sunday's 66th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity squad. just like his dad. Donnie. did in 

Football Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. Kneeling, from left, are Brent Kirk (Buckeye Local), Mike Rose (Martins 19.8 ! • . 
Ferry), Willie Leavell (East Liverpool), Tyler Kurtz (Barnesville) and Niko Otto {Indian Creek). Second row, from left, are ·r v~ wanted to play in this gam~ 

Johnny Byers (Edison), Curt Smelley {Bridgeport), Jake Brunoni {Frontier), Logan Hudson {Shadyside), Joe Zebbs (St. ev~r -~ince my freshm.in season. 

Clairsville) and Ellis Brown (Shadyside). 
Wright adm111ed during media day at 

Ohio names captains 
Bethany College. "Now. I get my 
chance. This 1s what I've been \\Ork­
ing for." 

However. just being !>elected 10 par­
ticipate is an honor. 

"It makes me,---.,, 

• Kinnick, Otto, Smelley twi_ns, Thompson voted to lead Buckeye State feel pretty good to 
be the only player 

'By SETH'STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - Vince Lombardi once 
said, ''leaders aren't born. They are made." 

The leadership qualities of five Ohio 
players have earned them the right to serve 
as Buckeye State team captains in 
Sunday·s 66th annual Rudy Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Charity Football Classic, 
which is slated for 7: 15 p.m. at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

Ohio head coach Dave Bruney 
announced that Zach Kinnick (St. 
Clairw11le). Chri, Smelley (Bridgeport). 
Curt Smelley (Bridgeport). Bernie 
Thompson (Union Local) and Niko Otto 
(Indian Creek) will lead Ohio in stretching 
and out· for the coin flip. 

The captains were selected with no input 
from the coaches. but strictly through a 
vote of the players. 

Kinnick. who is expected to start at quar­
terback for Ohio. has taken command of 
the huddle during the week and won over 
his teammates in that regard. 

'"I was surprised when Coach Bruney 
told me about it." Kinnick said. "There are 
a lot of good guy, on this team. so to be 
named captain and respected by my team­
mate, means a lot to me." 

Kinmck. who earned first-team all-Ohio 
at St. Clairsville. served as a captain this 
past ~ea'>on for the Red Devils and 
approached thi!> week of camp much like 
he approached his final prep season. 

"Leadership and taking command in the 
huddle are important." Kinnick said. ''I've 
JUSt tried to lead by example. The week·s 
been real fun. hut we're tired of going 
against each other and we're ready to play 
the game." 

The Smelley twins came into camp as 
two of the more bally-hooed players on the 
Buckeye side of the river. 

··our teammate-; like us." Curt Smelley 

.,. selected from • 
River." he added. 

, ''It is .. quite .. an_-1o1.:.. __ ,,_..._ 

• honor." 
The life of a 

kicker can be pretty 
boring at times. 
both in practices 
and games. but Wright has it down 
pat. 

"During practice. I usually work on 
field goals. kickoffs and punts for 
about an hour. then when I'm done 
with my stuff. I go shotgun ~nap to the 
quarterbacks. I try to help out wherev 
er I can." 

Does he have any goals for his last 
scholastic game? 

"Just to kick a couple of field goals 
and help our team win the game," he 
allowed. 

He said his range is anywhere up to 
55 yards on a good day. 

T•L Photo/KIM NORTH 

PICTURED ARE the Ohio defensive linemen and kicker for Sunday's OVAC All­

Star Charity Football Classic. Kneeling, from left, are Josh Tolliver (Bellaire) and 

kicker Tanner Wright {River). Standing, from left, are Taylor Brown (Shadyside), 

Bobby Dayton (Martins Ferry), John Eckroth (Steubenville) and Zak Stiles {St. 

Clairsville). 

Following Sunday's contest at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. Wright will 
center his attention on playing at 
Glenville State College. 

"I had been to Glenville for some 
games before I signed,'' he said. "The 
campu~ is only an hour-and-a-half 
from my house. so it's not that far. I 
really like the campus." 

said. "We've gotten along well with every­
one. Our teammates all wanted to meet us 
early in the week because they'd heard so 
much about the Smelley~:· 

Curt. who is expected to see time at full­
back and defensive end. was a first-team 
all-stater for Bridgeport last season. help­
ing the Bulldogs to a perfect regular sea­
son. He's looking forward to leading Ohio 
in Sunday's game and the added pressure. 

. which comes along with being the team 
leader. 

"We 're going to go out and play our 
hardest for everyone." Smelley said. "We 

enjoy pressure and it makes m, play hard- In addition t~ the Pioneers. ~right 

er." .was also recruited by We~t L1~erty 

Chris is taking the same approach he did a~d ¥ot a_ IO?k. from the University of 

for the Bulldogs. where he ab,o served as Cmcmnat1 h~s Junior year. 

captain. Stonov1ch Was a Sto_newall . 

"I am just doing the same things I did at Not hav,~g ¥rown up in the Ohio 

Bridgeport." Chris said. "My teammates Valley. I dtdn t ~et a chance to see 

know what to expect from me. 1 am going G~orge Stono~1ch play center at 

·to play as hard as I can when I get on the Bridgeport bac~ m the 1_950s. . 

field and whatever happens. happens. It's However. after talk1_ng to htm on 

just a great thing to be voted a captain of an ~ore than several occ~s10~~ and hear­

all-star team." mg others talk about htm. 11 s no won-

See, OVAC, Page D2 See, WRIGHT, Page D2 
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der he will be recognized 
during Sunday·s game as 

part of the 1956 classic. 

Thompson re-wrote 
Union Local and Ohio 
Valley record books for 
receiving last season, catch- 1 

ing more than 1 00 balls for 
just over 1,000 yards. 

Go Team Go 
Of the IO cheerleaders 

selected to represent the 
Buckeye State Sunday, 
eight arc from The Times 

Leader coverage area. They 
include Barncsville ' s 

In Sunday's game. the 
diminutive Thompson is 
expected to get the call at 
one of the wide receiver the game. Bruney's oldest 

spots. He's impressed daughter. Mandy, is getting 

Bruney all week with his married this afternoon in 

willingness to do anything Columbus. Head coach 

possibletohelptheteam. Dave Bruney, who is 

Brooke Swallic, 

Bridgeport's Autumn Price, 

Buckeye Local ' s Kylie 
Hunker. Shadyside's Olivia 

Morgan and Lindsey 
Penick. St. Clairsville ' s 
Taylor Martin and Jamie 

Matkovich. and Union 
Local's Mackenzie 
DiPcrna. 

The other two arc Indian 
Creek's Miranda Treglia 

and Shenandoah's Taylor 
Fannin. 

Congratulations to all! 
North c<111 l,e reached at 

kl1m1h@1i111esfeadem11fi11e.co111 

"This is one heck of an Mandy ' s uncle, will miss 

honor .• , Thompson said. the ceremony. 

"With as much talent as we " I told Bill to give her a 

have, and to be named a hug and a kiss for me and 

captain. it's just a really big tell her 'l loved her," Dave 

honor. This has been an Bruney said. 

awesome experience. Not "It would have been 

just the football. but every- tough for me to go, but 

thing else. Bethany College (Mandy) understands 

has put us in a great spot because she's from a foot­

this week, and it's been a ball family. When I con­

really fun week." sentcd to do this game. I 

Thompson doesn't feel consented to do it. so we're 

any added pressure or need going to do it the best we 

to press the issue Sunday, can." 

but rather let the game ■ THE PLAYERS 

come to him. loaded up the Brooke 

"I am going to do every- County school buses once 

thing and anything I can to again and headed for Ohio 

help the team win," County to watch the Queen 

Thompson said. "I am just of Queens pageant Friday 

blessed lo be here and look- evening. Many of the play­

ing forward to the game." ers' families and girlfriends 

The teams wrapped up were on hand at- the event, 

their final double session but that's okay with 

on Friday as temperatures Bruncy ... undcr certain con­

soared well into the triple · ditions. 

digits on the Bison stadium " I asked the kids to 

turf. remember who they were 

Ohio practiced without and keep their wits about 

any equipment. while West them," Bruney said. " I told 

Virginia also went light on them to enj oy the event. but 

the top. Both teams will go beware of the carnival 

through a light morning atmosphere and not to let it 

workout today and then get you too sidetracked.'' 

relax before this evening's ■ THE players arc get-

pep rally at Bethany. ting a taste of what college 

OVAC NOTES life is all about this week 

■ GAME OFFICIALS and video games are a big 

haven't announced any part of the collegiate expe­

plans for delayiAg Sunday's rience. 

kickoff becau:;e of heat and According to the Smelley 

inclement weather. twins, the Frontier duo of 

However. OVAC Executive Corey Fickicscn and Jacob 

Secretary Tom Rataiczak Brunoni arc extremely tat­

did acknowledge that it's a ented players in NCAA 

possibility if the respective Football 2012, which just 

team doctors feel people came out last week. The 

are at risk. Smelleys were both elimi-

■ OHIO DEFENSIVE nated early in the Buckeye 

coordinator Bill Bruney left State team tournament. 

Buckeyes' camp Friday Staskey can be reached at 

morning, but will return for ~tiJ1ie:J«xiemJ/ir¥J.co111 



PICTURED 
ARE the Ohio 
quarterbacks for 
Sunday's Rudy 
MumleyOVAC 
All-Star Charity 
Football 
Classic. From 
left are Corey 
Fickeisen 
(Frontier) and 
Zach Kinnick 
(St. Clairsville). 
Additional 

~-~ images may be 
found at 
cu. timesleadero 
nline.com 
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Relationships already taking 
hold at OVAC All-Star camp 
• Players, coaches take part in media day; Preparations continue 

By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

tices. I think we ·11 see even more of that 

( on the field):· 
While many of the players only knew 

BETHANY - It doesn ·1 take long the kids from their respective schools or 

fgr the relationships to form once the players they locked horns with during 

players get into camp for the annual the season. some had formed bonds 

Rudy Mumley OVAC ~---------~ through other sports. 

All-Star Charity Football OVAC All-Star Game For instance. four of 

--1 love making friends. so this is a 

great experience -for me," Brown said. 

--rve only been here for a day and this is 

already better than the basketball game. I 

think it's because you· re more isolated 

with the players. but knowing the other 

basketball players was a big key ... 

Classic. Who: Ohio vs. West the players. Bellaire·s 

For the Ohio players. Virginia Josh Tolliver. Monroe 

who reported to the When: Sunday, 7:15 Centra1·s Marcus 

Bison campus Sunday Where: Wheeling Island Schumacher. Harrison 

afternoon. it took all of Stadium Central's Kyle Blanchard 

The three other Ohioans. who played 

all-star hoops. were: Bellaire·s Josh 

Tolliver. Monroe Central's Marcus 

Schumacher and Harrison Central' s 

Kyle Blanchard. 

maybe a few hours and Tickets: Available in and Shadvside's Ellis 

when the players met advance for $7 or at the Brown. knew each other 

with the media Monday gate for $10. through their participa-

the bond had taken Radio: AM 1600 tion in the OVAC All-

shape. Television: WTOV-9 Star Basketball Cla:-,!-ic 

"In the dorm and stuff. this past April. 

you can definitely see the However. Brown. who is expected to 

With the new setup at Bethany. the 

players are in quad rooms this year. 

wherea~ in years· past. the West Liberty 

Univen,ity donns have only allowed for 

two in a room, meaning the players are 

up close and personal with even addi­

tional guys. 

kids starting to form a relationship:· said play defensive back thi~ weekend. 1-. 

Ohio head coach Dave Bruney. who is in enjoying the opportunity to get to know 

the mid~t of coaching hi~ fifth OVAC his new teammates more on a personal 

game ... After two or three more prac- level because of the extended camp. 

Once the players checked into their 

room:-, Sunday. they immediately went to 

work in an all-star game tradition and 

traded helmet logos. Nowaday~. player., 

• OVAC------
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bef
al_sodimmhediately exchange cell phone numbers and 

nen eac other on Facebook 

. "E~ery~,ne's bee~ hanging ~ut and havin a ood 

ttme, said St. Cla1rsville's Zach Kinnick ;Th; , 

absolutely_ no. bad blood on the team from anythin ~~a~ 
happe~ed 10 high school or anything like that." g 

0:'h1le the newly formed relationships are somethin 

~C All-Stars_ pas_l and present trasure, the busines~ 

p~rt1on of the trip kicked in again this morning as the 

p ayers went through the first of two more ractices 

today. They'll do the same thing on Wednesday p which . 

when Bruney expects to get a real look at ho~ well h:! 
pl~~rs are graspmg the offensive and defensive schemes. 

n Tuesday and Wednesday is when we should b~ 

ab_le ~? get a true indication of what we have," Brune 

said. We look pretty athletic, we've got some skill an~ 

!~~~ibi'tu;~o can move and react on defense, so it 

After putting the ~uckeye squad through a rigorous 

workout Sunday evem!1g,. which lasted nearly until dark 

Bhruney. came away quite impressed with in what kind of 

s ~pe h1_s 3~ ~layers reported . 

. Barring tnJury, I think we'll have enough depth to the 

point .~here we ~on 't have to play a lot of kids both 

ways, Bruney said. ")':ou never know what's goin to 

hap~e~, but the wors_t thing that can happen is have a gkid 

get tnJured up here m practice, so we're really limiting 

our contact and do enough to get an indication." 

OVACNOTES 

■ ~~~ OYA<; All-Star Game benefits charities and 

th~ Osms S_hrme ts a beneficiary. The players and coaches 

will se~ a f1lrr_i documenting the work done by the Shrine 

ahnd enJoy a pizza party this evening starting at 7 p m in 

t e theater on the Bison campus. ' • • 

k. ~ ADVANCE tickets for Sunday's game which will 

ic ?ff at 7: 15 p.m. are currently on sale ~ variet of 

locatwns arou~d the Ohio Valley' including all frea 

Kroger sto~es. Tickets in advance cost $7 which is $3 off 

the gate pnce. ' 

Staskey can be reached 

sst,1skey@ti mes/ eaderonl ine .com 
at 

See, OVAC, Page 82 
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River's Tanner Wright will kick for the 
Ohio side during Sunday's Rudy Mum­
ley OVAC All-Star Football Charity 
Classic at Wheeling ls~and Stadium. 

Wright Kicks 
His Way To 
All-Star Nod 
River standout follows 
in his dad's footsteps 

By RICK THORP 
Staff Writer 

BETHANY - Clothes lines are normally 
re-.crved for daily app,,rcl. 

But for Tanner Wright. the thin whne line 
served as the origin for a kicking career th~t 
h3!> led him to great heights. 

Wright will serve as Ohio's kicker for Sun­
day·, Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Foot­
ball Charity Classic. And it should come as 
no surprise to anyone who followed prep 
football m the Ohio Valley the last four years 
that Coach Dave Bruney made this choice. 

The former River High School standout 
was one of the top. i f not the top. kickers in 
the area for Coach Mike Flannery. 

Always a threat from 40. even 50. yards 
away. Wright wa<; a ,ecret weapon for Flan­
nery and one he used to perfection in the 
Pilots· stellar 2008 playoff run. 

• Tm very honored to be here," Wright 
said of the all-star invite. ''My dad played in 
this game 30 years ago. so that makes this 
much more important.·· 

Donnie Wright. who also played at River. 
was the one who got Tanner on the kicking 
path. 

"My dad started ju,;t one random day," 
Tanner remembered. "He got out a football 
and had me try to kick 1t over a clothes line. 
It's Just taken off since then."· 

Tanner Wright played youth soccer. a 
background held by many who take up kick­
ing. But it wasn"t until seventh grade that he 
delved into it on a regular bru.i~. 

And. at first. the results weren·t pretty. 
··1 didn't do too well." Wright. also the 

son of Kelly Wright. said smiling. "I wa,; try­
ing out for seventh grade and couldn't make 
an extra point.·· 

Please See WRIGHT. Page 15 

WRIGHT 
(Continued from Page 13) 

But he and his father did­
n ·1 quit. From that point. 
many hours of practice were 
put in. And by the time the 
younger Wright entered his 
fre~hman year at River. he 
was ready to give it a shot 
for the Pilots. 

above 3 7 yards per boot. 
including five measuring 
more than 50 yan.ls. 

His longest field goal in a 
game was 41 yard,. but in 
practice~ he would ,ome­
times hit from 60. 

"I worked really hard and 
I felt prepared.'" Wright 
,a,d. -

But Flannery still needed 
to be convinced. 

''He wanned up to rt after 
he ,aw me kick a tew 
times.·· Wncht noted. 

Wright earned a plethora 
of accolades for hi\ kicking. 
including All-Ohio. AIT­
OV AC. All-Valle) and All 
PVC recognition. proof the 
camps he attended at place, 
like West V1rnmia Universi­
ty and Cincrnn-all paid off. 

• 'They taught me a lot 
.tbout how to strike the ball 
and drive through a kickoff 
and other stuff I wouldn"t 
have thought about. .. Wright 
said. 

Wright af.,o tried to play 
wide receiver. but eventually 
he settled rnto a 
kicker/punter-only role. 

As late as the 20 IO sea­
~on. Wright still ran route~ to 
help quarterback!> in prac­
tice. 

Wright will attend 
Glenv1lle State in the fall and 
has been recruited to kick 
and punt for the Pioneers. 

All told. the 5-foot- I I. 
165-pounder earned four let­
ter, and connected on 91 of 
96 extra-point attempts. A, a 
punter. he averaged a hair 

"It wa-; a really good fit 
for me:· he said. "f' ll have 
a_n opportunity to play and 
I !11 ready to take advantage 
ol that opportunit}. • • 

«ht Jntdligtntt~ 
H.C. Ogden, Publisher 1904-1943 

Perry A. Nardo, General Manager - John McCabe, Managing Editor 
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Weekend Will 
Be Full of Fun 

Here in the Ohio Val­
ley, we don't reserve our 
special events and activi­
ties for holiday weekends. 
We simply have too many 
cultural. recreational. edu­
cational and athletic offer­
ings to do that. 

This coming weekend 
stands out, because of the 
annual Upper Ohio Val­
ley Italian Heritage Festi­
val and the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference 
Rudy Mumley All-Star 
Football Game and relat­
ed activities. 

Either of the two events 
would be enough to draw 
huge crowds to Wheeling. 
Together, they are an irre­
sistible attraction. 

OV AC All-Star events 
have been in progress this 
week. leading up to the 
big game between high 
school football teams from 
West Virginia and Ohio. 
Kickoff is scheduled for 
7: 15 p.m. Sunday at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

In addition to showcas­
ing the best high school 
football players from our 
region, the OV AC event 
includes all-star cheerlead­
ers and an all-star band. 
And at 7 p.m. today at 
WesBanco Arena, the 
annual OV AC Queen of 

Queens Pageant will be 
held. 

As is the case with most 
such events, the OV AC 
activities would not be 
possible without the help 
of many volunteers. Led 
by OVAC Executive Sec­
retary/Treasurer Thomas 
E. Rataiczak, they deserve 
high commendation for 
their efforts. 

The Italian Festival. 
scheduled at Wheeling's 
Heritage Port from this 
afternoon through 5:30 
p.m. Sunday, has grown 
to become one of the 
largest cultural celebra­
tions in the tri-state area. 
This year it boasts 19 per- , 
forming artists, the usual 
wide variety of food ven­
dors and special obser­
vances such as the Veter­
ans Ceremony at I p.m. 
Saturday. 

Volunteers also are 
responsible for the suc­
cess of the Italian Festival 
and, under the leadership 
of Chairman Robert Gau­
dio, also merit high praise. 

It's going to be one of 
the most enjoyable week­
ends of the year here in 
the Ohio Valley. We join 
our extended community 
in thanking all who make 
the events possible. 
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OHIO RUNNING backs for Sunday night's game are, from left, Chris Smelley (Bndgeport), Casey Bain (Martins Ferry) 

and Trevor Mourer (Meadowbrook). Additional images can be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 

Teams prep for contest 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

BETHANY - The systems are nearly 

installed and the players are settling into 

their positions. 
Yes. camp for the 66th annual Rudy 

Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Football 

Classic is well under way on the Bison 

campus. 
Both Ohio and West Virginia hit the 

practice field for two more practices 

Tue..,day and were never ,lowed by a 

qorm system. which rolled through the 

Ohio Valley during the morning as prepa­

rations for Sunday·s 7: I 5 p.m. kickoff 

continue~ to draw closer. 
·•wc·re staning to get a true indication 

of what we· ve got.·· said Ohio head coach 

Dave Bruney. ··we·re limittng our con­

tact. but doing enough to get a feeling of 

things because we ·re up here to have a 

good time_ but also to win (the game)." 

This past season. as Martin!> Ferry 

posted a solid 8-3 campaign. the Riders 

,;hifted to more of a spread attack and 

that·s actually allowed for more of a 

'ieamless transition for the players since 

OVAC All-Star Game 
Who: Ohio vs. West Virginia 
When: Sunday, 7:15 
Where: Wheeling Island Stadium 
Tickets: Available in advance for $7 
or at the gate for $10. 
Radio: AM 1600 
Television: WTOV-9 

so many teams have gone to that 

approach. 
•'Fortunately. there·s enough talent in 

the OV AC that you can pick kids who 

kind of fit your system ... Bruney said. 

"We actually picked the be,t kid~ we 

could. but we·re going to do a lot o f 

things we do at Martin~ Ferry and maybe 

take advantage of a special kid who can 

do a lot of thin!!s. •• 
A quick glance up and down the 

Buckeye roster leave, a lot of posl>ibilit1e~ 

from which to choo~e from for Brunev 

and hii, coaches. • 

Names like Garrett Price of Bridgeport. 

Casey Bain of Martins Ferry. Kyle 

Blanchard of Harrison Central and Chns 

Smelley of Bridgeport seem to jump off 

the paper as players who could seemingly 

stretch the field at any moment. 
"The kids all come from good pro­

grams and understand what we·re trying 

to do:· Bruney said. "Most of the kids 

have come from winning situations for 

the most part and fundamentally they all 

look pretty good.·· 
In the five practices thus far. execution 

hasn't always been the moq challenging 

aspect. 
.. Everybody runs basically the same 

things. but they call it different things:• 

Bruney said ... So. getting everyone famil­

iar with the terminology is the biggest 

thing:· 
O~ne of the on-going battles in camp 

has been at quarterback where St. 

Clairsville all-Ohioan Zach Kinnick and 

unheralded Frontier signal caller Corey 

Fickiesen have been getting the majori1y 

of the reps. 
Both players came to camp ahead of 

the curve because each ventured to Purple 

Rider Stadium to eet some work in with 

Bruney and offensive coordinator Rich 

Materkoski. 

See, TEAMS, Page B2 
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•Teams--
continued from Page Bl 

"This has been like a 
refres~.er _on~e we got (to 
camp), Kmmck said. 

"It was a big help to do 
that because we've got a lot 

to re11_1e,m~er this week, but 
no~ It s Just a matter of 
getti_ng the technique and 
term mo logy down . ., 

Since many schools in 
the Ohi_o V ;illey need 10 

put their best athlete at 
9ua~terback so the ball is 
in his hands at all times, it 
lea~_s _to some changing of 
pos111ons once they join 
forces. 

_Ho_wever, from what 
~inn1ck's gathered, it's 
highly beneficial. 

"We have _a lot of quar­
terbacks playmg at receiver 
and you have a sense of 
how to get open, what to 

look fo~ and what quarter­
~acks like," Kinnick con­
tmued. 

OVACNOTES 
THE PLAYERS will 

ret~rn to the practice field 
twice more today before 
boarding buses to the White 
Palace inside Wheeling 
Park for the annual George 
Strager Evening With the 
Stars . 

. THERE will be a little 
bit more action on 
Bethany's campus today. 
The OVAC McDonald's 
All -Star Band and OV AC 

All-S tar Cheerleaders 
report to their respective 
camps today to begin their 
preparations for Sunday's 
game. 

Staskey can be reached 
ar ssraskey@timesleader 
Online.com 
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These three players will represent the local area in the annual Rudy Mu~e~ OVAC ~11-Star { 
Charity Football Classic this Sunday at Wheeling Island Stadium. Kneeling m front 1s Caleb 
Gunn of Cambridge while standing are Tyler Kurtz of Barnesville and Trevor Mourer of 
Meadowbrook. 
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OVAC AU-Star gridders: 
getting down to business 
JEFF HARRISON 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

BETHANY, W. VA. - With 
all of the preliminaries behind 
them from checking in to 
media day activities - it's time 
to get down to bul>ines:. for the 

players and coaches as prepa­
rations intensify for the annual 
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Charity Football Classic. 

The annual mid-summer 
extravaganza will kick off the 
69th year of the OVAC on 
Sunday. with game time at 
Wheeling Island Stadium set 
for 7: 15 p.m. 

Bethany College serves as 
the new home for the all-star 
camp, and Bison head coach 
Tim Weaver opened the OVAC 
with welcome arms. 

"We're excited to be a part of 
this event" he stated. "I went 
to my first OVAC game in the 
summer of 2005. and J 've been 
to about 200 all-star games 

Abbie Orr 

during my career, but when I 
saw how well this game was 
put together, I said then we 
need to get involved in it and 
we're looking forward to hav­
ing everyone here throughout 
the week and being a partner 
with the OVAC." 

Game director Bob Koch 
said the transition from West 
Liberty to Bethany has been 
almo:,t seamless. 

"There are always a few posi­
tives and negatives when you 
make a change, he acknowl­
edged. "but everything is going 
very well so far and we're look­
ing forward to a great week." 

OVAC Executive Secretary/ 
Treasurer Tom Rataiczak 
echoed those sentiments. 

"Bethany is a first-class facil­
ity for the kids and they have 
pulled out all the stops for us:' 
he related. 

As far as the coaches, this 
year's game features Martins 
Ferry veteran Dave Bruney and 
his staff as the Ohio coaches 
while Mark Batton and the rest 
of the Magnolia High staff will 
guide the West Virginia squad. 

Bruney will be making his 
sixth appearance as head coach 
and sixth overall (he played in 
the 1969 game). He sports a 5-
0 record as coach. having won 
in 1979, '83, '99 and 2003. 

While Bruney is all business 

Local trio ready to compete 
in Queen of Queens Pageant 

WHEELING, W. Va. - The Queen of Queens Pageant, held 
._ ............ • ...... ,.. .· .......... ~ .. :.1-. ,h ...... ,nnn,.1 OuAu l\Ann"11Pv ()\/1:t.r All-'-t!.tr 

on the field, he says there·s 
more to gain from an experi­
ence that the players wilJ get 
this week. 

"You'd like to win the game ... 
that's why you're here," he 
stated. "but it's not the only 
reason. You want them to work 
hard. but to also enjoy the 
game and make some friend­
ships they'll remember long 
after the game is over." 

As far as the make-up of his 
squad, Bruney likes what he 
sees so far. 
"I think the guys are in pretty 

good shape." he offered. "and I 
can tell these guys have come 
from good programs. We hope 
to play as many kids as we can 
one way. When we picked the 
team, we tried to pick 16 we 
thought would play primar­
ily on offense and 16 who 
would mostly play defense to 

. ! get them all as much time as 
1 

we can. 
"We've got some big, physi­

cal backs and some change­
of-pace backs, too," he added. 
"I think we'll be ready by the 
weekend." 

Batton, who led Magnolia to 
the West Virginia Class AA 
state championship last fall. 
is in his second go-round as a 
coach. having also played in 
the game in 1977. 

"This is just a reflection on 
our 20 IO team." he offered. 
"They were the ones who got 
us selected for this game based 1 
on the season they had." 1 

Like Bruney. Batton feels this 
week is about more than the 
final score. 

"The first time I came to the 
game was in the early '70s, 
and then I was fortunate to be 
selected to play in 1977: he 
related. "I've been around a lot 
of all-star games and the jeal­
ousy toward the OVAC game is 
unbelievable. Everything sur­
rounding the game makes it 
very special week that these 
young men and women will 
never forget." 
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IOVAC camp under way 
OVAC from page B-1 
est schools in the conference 
now." Bruney said of West 
Virginia. "so they·ve got kids 
who've had much more compe­
tition just to make their teams 
at those schools. Not intensi 
ty-wise. but competition-wise 
maybe they will be more pre­
pared to compete against all­
,tar caliber kids." 

Guernsey County rivals 
Trevor MourerofMeadowbrook 
and Caleb Gunn of Cambridge 
will suit up on the same side 
this time around. and both are 
very appreciative of the oppor­
tunity. 
"I went to last year"s game 

and was hoping to make 1t. so 
when Coach (Jesse Wells) told 
me, I was pretty excited."' said 
Mourer. who will play at the 
University of Mount Union. "It 
looks like I'll play fullback and 
maybe some D-end. 

"Coming off a rough season 
(with the Colts). rm hoping to 
prove myself here as a player 
and get ready for the fall ." 

"It really is a great honor," 
echoed Gunn, who is headed 
for Muskingum University. 
"My dad got picked to play 
about 24 years ago. so that 
makes it special. We both 
played the same position (cen­
ter) and wore the same number 
in high school (52). 

"There's a battle for the cen­
ter spot. but r II either be there 
or at guard.'' he related. "It's 
been a little different because 
Coach Gunn (Kevin Gunn. the 
CHS line coach and Caleb·., 
uncle) isn't here riding my butt 
all the time at practice:· 

EXTRA POINTS 
The OVAC Cheerleaders 

will report to Bethany today. 
with the McDonald'l> All-Star 
Band ( 171 members strong) 
beginning it~ preparations on 
Wednesday ... 

Also Wednesday. the 25th 
annual "George Strager 
Evening With the Stars" 
banquet will take place at 
Wheeling Park's White Palace 

• 

beginning at 6:30 p.m .. with 
players. coaches. cheerleaders 
all attendmg (reservations are 
required to attend) ... 

The Queen of Queens Pageant 
is scheduled for Friday at 
WesBanco Arena in Wheeling 
beginning at 7 p.m.: and there 
will be a Pep Rally at Bison 
Field on the campus of Bethany 
College on Saturday at 6 p.m. 
(there is no admi~sion for the 
pep rally) ... 

While Koch serves a_s the All 
Star Game Director. others with 
key roles include Dru Myer~ as 
the Band Coordinator: Dianna 
Vargo as the Evening with 
the Stars Coordinator; Reva 

Icard as the Queen of Queen), 
Director: Steve Kish as the 
Ten-Year Reunion Coordinator 
and John Howell as the Fifty­
Year Reunion Coordinator ... 

Joanne Verba of St. Clairsville 
is the Ohio cheerleading coach 
while Stephanie Starcher of 
Tvler Consolidated will coach 
the West Virgmia squad ... 

West Virginia won last year. 
24-14. snapping a five-game 
winning :,treak by Ohio. The 
Buckeye:, lead the overall 
series. 41-23 with one tie. 
including 26-12-1 under OVAC 
sponsorship ... 

The game will be televised 
live for the 20th consecutive 
year on WTOV-TV9 Sunday 
starting at 7 p.m. and will be 
re-aired .it 11 :30 p.m. that 
night. 

Tickets for the game will 
be on sale Tuesday through 
Friday during regular business 
hours at The Daily Jejfen mria11 
office in Cambridge. Advance 
tickets are $7 a 1d all tickets at 
the game arc $10. .. 



1 . 
• 

Jeff Harrison/The Dally Jeffersonian 

These three players will represent the local area in the annual Rudy Mumley OVAC AU-Star J 

Charity Football Classic this Sunday at Wheeling Island Stadium. Kneeling in front is Caleb 1 

Gunn of Cambridge while standing are Tyler Kurtz of Barnesville and Trevor Mourer of 

Meadowbrook. ( 

OVAC All-Star gridders: 
getting down to business 
JEFF HARRISON 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

BETHANY. W. VA. - With 
all of the preliminaries behind 
them - from checking in to 
media day activities - it's time 
lo gel down lo business for the 

players and coaches as prepa­
rations intensify for the annual 

Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Charity Football Classic. 

The annual mid-summer 
extravaganza will kick off the 
69th year of the OVAC on 
Sunday. with game time at 
Wheeling Island Stadium set 
for 7: 15 p.m. 

Bethany College serves as 
the new home for the all-star 
camp, and Bison head coach 
Tim Weaver opened the OVAC 
with welcome arms. 

"We're excited to be a part of 
this event" he stated. "l went 
to my first OVAC game in the 
summer of 2005. and I've been 
to about 200 all-star games 

during my career. but when I 
saw how well this game was 
put together. I said then we 
need to get involved in it and 
we're lookmg forward to hav­
ing everyone here throughout 
the week and being a partner 
with the OYAC:' 

Game director Bob Koch 
said the transition from West 
Liberty to Bethany has been 
almost seamless. 

"There are always a few posi­
tives and negatives when you 
make a change. he acknowl­
edged, "but everything is going 
very well so far and we're look­
ing forward to a great week." 

OVAC Executive Secretary/ 
Treasurer Tom Rataiczak 
echoed those sentiments. 

"Bethany is a first-class facil­
ity for the kids and they have 
pulled out all the stops for us." 
he related. 

As far as the coaches, this 
year's game features Martins 

Ferry veteran Dave Bruney and 
his staff as the Ohio coaches 
while Mark Batton and the rest 
of the Magnolia High staff will 
guide the West Virginia squad. 

Bruney will be making his 
sixth appearance as head coach 
and sixth overall (he played in 
the 1969 game). He sports a 5-
0 record as coach. having won 
in I 979. '83. ·99 and 2003. 

While Bruney is all business 

Abbie Orr Kristin Oliver Kylee McConnell 

Local trio ready to compete 
in Queen of Queens Pageant 

WHEELING. W. Ya. - The Queen of Queens Pageant. held 

in conjunction with the annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star 

Football Classic. will take place Friday at WesBanco Arena. 

Included in the 26 queens representing area high schools are 

three local participants - Abbie Orr of Cambridge. Kristin 

Oliver of Buckeye Trail and Kylee McConnell of Barnesville. 

The girls will compete Friday at 7 p.m. Master of Ceremonies 

will be Natalie Herbick and Eric Minor of WTOY-TV9. Reva 

Icard is the Queen of Queens Director. 
A total of $5.000 in scholarships will be awarded to the top five 

place winners including Miss Congeniality. The announcement 

will be made at halftime of the football game. 

Tickets for the Queen of Queens competition are $6 and may be 

purchased at the door. 

on the field. he says there's ; 
more to gain from an experi 1 

ence that the players will get 
this week. 

"You'd like to win the game ... 
that's why you're here." he 
stated. "but it's not the only , 
reason. You want them to work 
hard, but to also enjoy the 
game and make some friend­
ships they'll remember long 
after the game is over." 

As far as the make-up of his 
squad, Bruney likes what he 
sees so far. 
"I think the guys are in pretty 

good shape.'' he offered, "and I 
can tell these guys have come 
from good programs. We hope 
to play as many kids as we can 
one way. When we picked the 
team. we tried to pick 16 we 
thought would play primar­
ily on offense and 16 who 
would mostly play defense to 
get them all as much time as 
we can. 

"We've got some big, physi­
cal backs and some changc­
of-pace backs. too." he added. I 
"I think we ·11 be ready by the 
weekend." 

Batton. who led Magnolia to I 
the West Virginia Class AA 
state championship last fall, 
is in his second go-round as a 
coach. having also played in 
the game in 1977. 

"This is just a reflection on 
our 20 IO team." he offered. 
"They were the ones who got 
us selected for this game based 
on the season they had.'' 

Like Bruney. Batton feels this 
week is about more than the 
final score. 

"The first time I came to the l 
game was in the early '70s. 
and then I was fortunate to be 

selected to play in 1977: he 
related. "I've been around a lot 

of all-star games and the Jeal- 1 
ousy toward the OVAC game is 
unbelievable. Everything sur­
rounding the game makes it 
very special week that these 
young men and women will 
never forget:· 

Ohio has traditionally come 
in as a prohibitive favor­
ite. based on the number of 
schools compared to those 
on the West Virginia side. but 
Bruney feels that has been 
somewhat neutralized now that 
the likes of Parkersburg South. 
Morgantown and University 
have joined the conference. 

"They've got the six larg-

See OVAC page B-3 
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OVAC All-Stars ready for kickc 
Annual Ohio vs. West Virginia battle tonight at Wheeling Island Stac 
JEFF HARRISON 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

WHEELING. W. Va. - Will 
Dave Bruney keep his perfect 
record intact? 

Will West Virginia make it 
two victories in a row? 

Who will be crowned Queen 
of Queens? 

How hot will it be on the turf 
at Wheeling Island Stadium? 

Those questions and much 
more will be answered tonight 
when the 66th annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Football Charity Classic serves 

as the official kickoff of the 
2011-2012 school year. the 
69th year of the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference. 

Coaches for the mid-summer 
extravaganza. featuring a col­
lection many of the best play­
ers from the conference who 
graduated in 2010, are veteran 
Dave Bruney of Martins F~rry 
as thetOhio-boss while.Mark-c 
Batton of Magnoh.i guides the 
West Virgima squad. 

Bruney will be appearing at 
the OVAC contest in a record 
sixth decade (one as a player 
and five as a coach) will be 
looking to stay spotless. He 

Caleb Gunn 

. , was on the winning side as 
a player representing Martins 
Feny in 1969 before embarking 
on a collegiate career at Ohio 

Trevor Mourer 

Tyler Kurtz 

University and has won all 
- five of his appearance as head 

coach of the Buckeye squad 
(1979 representing Bridgeport 
and then in '83. ·99 and 2003 
as head coach of the Purple 
Riders). 

Batton. who guided Magnolia 
to the West Virginia Class AA 
state championship last year. 
will be making hb third appear­
ance in the OVAC tussle. He 
played in the I 977 game and is 
in his second go-round as head 
coach. 

Traditionally. Ohio has been 
the prohibitive favorite based 
on the number of schools on 
each side of the nver. but that 
number has been reduced sig­
nificantly over the last couple of 
years with the addition of four 
West Virginia schools. includ­
ing three of the conference's 
biggest members Parkersburg 
South. Morgantown and 
University High. 

West Virginia won last year's 
game. 24-14, to snap a five­
year stnng by Ohio. but the 
Rn,-\,.:,:.: • •· 11 have a big lead 

Photo Courtesy/Brigg 

The Ohio squad for the annual Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All.Star Football Cbwic. Front row, l tor, head coach I 

Willie Leavell (East Liverpool), Chris Smelley (Bridgeport), Zach Kinnick (St. Clairsville), Ellis Brown (ShadysidE 

(St. Clairsville) and assistant coach Bill Bruney. Second row, Tanner Wright (River), Josh Tolliver (Bellaire), Kyl 

(Harrison Central), Jake Brunoni (Frontier), Casey Bain (Martim Ferry) and Corey Fickiesen (Frontier). Third row, J 
(Edison), Trevor Mourer (Meadowbrook), Curt Smelley (Bridgeport), Michael Rose (Martins Ferry), Niko Otto (In 

Tyler Kurtz (Barnesville) and Aaron Silverio (Shadyside). Fourth row, Kody Edwards (East Liverpool), Caleb Gunn ( 

John Eckroth (Steubenville), Willie Pruitt (Steubenville), Mason Campbell (Steubenville), Zak Stiles (SL Clairsvil. 

Thompson (East Liverpool). Fifth row, Jack Beavers (Martins Ferry), Garrett Price (Bridgeport), Bobby Dayton (M~ 

Marcus Schwnacher (Monroe Central), Bernie Thompson (Union Local), Taylor Brown (Shadyside), Brent Kirk (Bu 

and Logan Hudson (Shadyside). Sixth row, manager Corey Bennett, assistant coaches John Bennett, Rich Materkoski 

Joe Kosar, Joe Mamone, Mike Rose, Nick Stankovich, Chas Yoder and manager Dalton Hoover. 

in the all-lime series at 41-23 
with one tic. including a 26-12-
1 mark since the OVAC took 
over sponsorship of the game 
in 1972. 

After battling through a week 
of intense heat as the teams 
went through practice sessions 
at Bethany College. Bruney 
unveiled the likely makeup 
of Ohio ·s lineup for tonight's 
game. 

On offense. the interior line 
will feature Cambridge's Caleb 
Gunn and East Liverpool's 
Kody Edwards at center; 
Steubenville's Willie Pruitt 
at left guard; Shadyside's 
Aaron Silverio at right guard; 
Steubenville's Mason Campbell 
at left tackle: and Martins feny's 
Jack Beavers at right tackle. 

The receivers are Monroe 

Past Scores of OVAC All-Star Classic 
(<:NAC SoonsolsliP) 
2010-W. Va.2•. Olio 14 
2009 • Ohio 47, W. Va. 7 
2008-°'11031,W. Va. 7 
2007 • Olio 6, W Va 3 
2006 • ()No 22. W. Va. 0 
2006 • °'11035, W Va 6 
2004-W Va 21. Ch) 7 
2003 • Ohio 32, W. Va. 26 
2002 • Oho 19. W Va. 12 
2001 ·°'11o36. W. Va. o 
2000 • 0.0 13, W. Va. 7 
1!1111Hba 32. W. Va. 0 
11196•0hio41,W V&.,14 
1997 CJilO 24. W. Va. 14 
1996 Oh,o43, W. Va. 21 
1995 Ohoo21.W Va.O 
1994- W Va. 19 Ohoo 1' 
1993 • W Va. 34 Ohio 32 
1992 G-0 (~~, 
1991 Ohio 30. W Va. 8 
1990 • Ol1oa 42 W Ya. 0 
1989 • W Va 22 Clio 1, 
1988·0III013.W Va 7 
1987 Ohoa 13, W. Va. 11 
r986 Ohi3 14. W Va. 6 

1986 • W, Va. 28. Oho 26 
1984 • Oho 23, W. Ya 6 
1983•Ch0a W. Vi.16 
1982 • W. Va. 7 Ohio 6 
1981 • Ol>o 17, w. v .. 14 
19110 • Ol>o 10. W. Va. 7 
1979 • 0.047. W. Va. 13 
1978-0l1'l21, W. Va.13 
1977 • W. Va. 21. Ohio 0 
1975•W. Ya."33,Cho20 
1975• W, Ya. 11.0tioO 
1974•W. Va. 13,0hoo6 
1973 • W. Ya. 38. Olio 20 
1972-0hio24, W Va. 6 
(Pr..OVAC~J 
1971 • Ho girnt 
1970 • No gem& 
1969-W Ya.12.0lmO 
1966 • Ohio 6. W. Ya. 0 
1967, W Va. 18, Olio 0 
1966 • Otuo 26. W. Va. 0 
1965 • Ohio 22. W. Va. 0 
1964-0.02. W. Ya. O 
1963•Noijllll8 
1962 • W Va. 12. Oho6 
1961 -W. Va 11 CbGO 

11160 • Olm 7. W. Va. 6 
1959 • W. Va. 7. Ohio 6 
1958 • Otio 25, W. Va. 0 
1957 • Ohio 1c. W Va 13 
1956•0tio27.W. Va0 
1955 • Ohoo31, W. Va. 20 
1954 • W, Va. 13. Olm 0 
1953 • W. Va. 7, Ohio 0 
1952 • Olm 26. W Va 13 
1951 ·0hiolJ.W. Va.6 
1950 • Otio 14, W Ya. 0 
1948-W Va.6,0hooO 
19411 • Ohio 20, W. Ya. 7 
1947 • W. Va. 13. Ohio 7 
1946·0hio26. W Va 7 
1945-Noll"Tlf 
194' • No gem, 
19(3 • No pnt 
1942•W. Va. 7, 0tllOO 
1941 -W Ya. 7, Ohio 0 
1940•W. V._ 13,ChoO 
°""31-Ch>◄1 ,W.Va.2l 11io 
~ <:NAC SpCIISQrSlip. ()1) 26 
W11S,W. Vl.12w,ns. I bo 
Pre-(1'/f.C 5!)0llSOf$lllll Oho 15 
wns. W. ~-•• 11 M'IS 

Central's Marcus Schumacher 
as the primary tight end, 
with Harrison Central's Kyle 
Blanchard. Bndgeport's Garrett 
Pnce and Union Local's Bernie 
Thompson as the wideouts. 

Shanng the quarterback duties 
will be St. Clairsville's Zach 
Kinnick and Frontier's Corey 
Fickiesen: Bridgeport's Curt 
Smelley will be at fullback; and 
his twm brother. Chris Smelley ... 

and Martins Ferr; 
sharing the tailba, 

On defense. the 
line up with M 
Bobby Dayton 
Josh Tolliver. M 
Trevor Mourer 
Smelley all see· 
end: Steubem 
Eckroth. St. Cla 
Stiles and Eas, 
John Thompson 
tackle: Mdrtms 
Rose. Barnes. 
Kurtz. Frontier's 
and Edison's J 
at outside lineb 
Creek's Niko Ott, 
Logan Hudson. 
and Schumachc, 
at inside lineba 
Clair!>ville ·s 

See OVA .. 
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i\C All-Stars ready for kickoff 
1 Ohio vs. West Virginia battle tonight at Wheeling Island Stadium 

'. Va. -Will 
p his perfect 

inia make it 
row? 
>wned Queen 

be on the turf as the official kickoff of the 
2011-2012 !>Choo! year. the 
69th year of the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference. 

:I Stadium? 
s and much 
Nered tonight 
annual Rudy 
C All-Star 

Coaches for the mid-summer 
extravaganza, featuring a col­
lection many of the best play­
ers from the conference who 
graduated in 2010, are veteran 
Dave Bruney of Martins Ferry 
as the Ohio boss while Mark 
Batton of Magnolia guides the 
West Virginia squad. 

:lassie serves 

~unn 

lourer 

(urtz 

Bruney will be appearing at 
the OVAC contest in a record 
sixth decade (one as a player 
and five as a coach) will be 

- looking to stay spotless. He 
was on the winning side as 
a player representing Martins 
Ferry in 1969 before embarking 
on a collegiate career at Ohio 
University and has won all 
five of his appearance as head 
coach of the Buckeye squad 
( 1979 representing Bridgeport 
and then in ·g3_ ·99 and 2003 
as head coach of the Purple 
Riders). 

Batton, who guided Magnolia 
to the West Virginia Class AA 

state championship last year. 
will be makmg hi!> thud appear­
ance in the OVAC tussle. He 
played in the 1977 game and is 
in.his second go-round as head 
coach. 

Traditionally. Ohio ha:, been 
the prohibitive favorite based 
on the number of schools on 
each side of the river. but· that 
number has been reduced sig­
nificantly over the last couple of 
years with the addition of four 
West Virginia schools. includ­
ing three of the conference's 
biggest members Parkersburg 
South. Morgantown and 
University High. 

West Virginia won last year's 
game, 24-14. to snap a five­
year string by Ohio. but the 
Rn,-!,-,:,:•::& .:'l have a big lead 

Photo Courtesy/Briggs Photography 

The Ohio squad for the annual Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star Football Cbwic. Front row, I to r, head coach Dave Bruney, 

Willie Leavell (East Liverpool), Chris Smelley (Bridgeport), Zach Kinnick (Sl Clairsville), Ellis Brown (Shadyside), Joe Zebbs 

(Sl Clairsville) and assistant coach Bill Bruney. Second row, Tanner Wright (River), Josh Tolliver (Bellaire), Kyle Blanchard 

(Harrison Central), Jake Brunoni (Frontier), Casey Bain (Martins Ferry) and Corey Fickiesen (Frontier). Third row, Johnny Byers 

(Edison), Trevor Mourer (Meadowbrook), Curt Smelley (Bridgeport), Michael Rose (Martins Ferry), Niko Otto (Indian Creek), 

Tyler Kurtz (Barnesville) and Aaron Silverio (Shadyside). Fourth row, Kody Edwards (East Liverpool), Caleb Gunn (Cambridge), 

John Eckroth (Steubenville), Willie Pruitt (Steubenville), Mason Campbell (Steubenville), Zak Stiles (Sl Clairsville) and John 

Thompson (East Liverpool). Fifth row, Jack Beavers (Martins Ferry), Garrett Price (Bridgeport), Bobby Dayton (Martins Ferry), 

Marcus Schumacher (Monroe Central), Bernie Thompson (Union Local), Taylor Brown (Shadyside), Brent Kirk (Buckeye Local) 

and L-Ogan Hudson (Shadyside). Sixth row, manager Corey Bennett, assistant coaches John Bennett, Rich Materkoski, Jim Hoover, 

Joe Kosar, Joe Mamone, Mike Rose, Nick Stankovich, Chas Yoder and manager Dalton Hoover. 

in the all-time series at 41-23 

with one tie. including a 26-12-
1 mark since the OVAC took 
over sponsorship of the game 
in 1972. 

After battling through a week 
of intense heat as the teams 
went through prncuce sessions 
at Bethany College, Bruney 

.unveiled the likely makeup 
of Ohio's lineup for tomghfs 
game. 

On offense. the interior line 
will feature Cambridge ·s Caleb 
Gunn and East Liverpool's 
Kody Edwards at center; 
Steubcnville's Willie Pruitt 
at left guard: Shadyside's 
Aaron Silverio at right guard; 
Steubenville ·s Mason Campbell 
at left tackle: and Martins ferry's 
Jack Beavers at right tackle. 

The receivers are Monroe 

Past Scores of OVAC All-Star Classic 
(OI//C, $j)onscrship) 
2010 • W Va. 24. Olio 14 
2009 • 0hio47. W Va 7 
2008,0lio31.W. VL 7 
2<t1T·Olio6,W. Va.3 
2008 0110 22. W. Va. 0 
2005~01oo35, W Va 6 
2004-W. VL 21. Olio 7 
2003: Olio 32. W. VL 26 
2002: 01,io 19. W VL 12 
2001 • Ct,o 36. W. Va. 0 

, 2000 • 01,io 13, W VL 7 
19911 ta,;,;32. W'VL 0 
_19!18:0too41, w.-va. 1, 
1997•0hio24.W VL 14 

\ 1996 • Ohio 43, W. Va. 21 
1995-0lllo21. W. Va. 0 
1994 • W VL 19. Olio 14 
1993 • W. Va. 34, Ohio 32 
1992-0-0(~ing) 
1991 • Cho 30. W. Va. 8 
1990 ·Olio~- W. Va. 0 
1989 • W. Va. 22. Cho 14 
1988 • Olio 13, W. VL 7 
1987-();ol3.W. VL 11 
1986 • Ohio 14, W. VL 8 

1986 • W. VL 29. (ho 26 
1984 • O,io 23. W. Va 6 
1983 • Olio 26, W. Va. 16 
1982 • W. VL 7. 0No 6 
1981 • Olio 17, W. Va. 14 
198CHlhio 10. W. Va. 7 
1979 • 0llo 47, W. Va. 13 
1978·0hoo21. W. Va. 13 
19n • W. Va. 21, Ohio 0 
197& • W. VL"33. 0lio 2G 
1975 • W. Va. 8, Ohio 0 
1974 • W. VL 13, Olio 6 
1973 • W. VL 38, Ohio 2G 
1972 • Ohio 24, W. Va. 6 
(Pr&C-/AC Sponsotshc)) 
1971 •Nogarne 
1970-No~ 
19e9•W Va 12,0tio0 
1968 • Olio 6, W Va. 0 
1967 • W. Va. 18. Ohio 0 
1966 • OliO 26. W. VL 0 
1966 • Ohio 22. W Va. 0 
1964 • Ohio 2. W. Va 0 
1963·No~ 
1962 • W. Va. 12, Olio 6 
1961 • W. Va. 13. Oho 0 

1960 • Ohio 7. W. Va. 6 
1959-W. Va. 7.()lio6 
1958•()lio2S. W. Va. 0 
1957 • Otio 14. W. Va. 13 
1956•0hio27.W. Va.0 
1955·0hio31. W. Va.20 
1954·W. VL 13.0lioO 
1953 • W. Va. 7. Olio 0 
1952 -Olio 26. W. Va. 13 
1951 • Olio 13, W. VL 6 
t9SO • 0No 14, W. Va 0 
1949 • W. Va. 6, Ohio 0 
1948 • Onlo 20, W. Va 7 
1947 • w. Ya. 13, Olio 7 
1946 • Olio 26, W. Va. 7 
1945 • No game 
1944 • No game 
1943-NoQ'Wnt 
1942 • W. Va. 7, Ctlio 0 
1941 • W. Va. 7. Ohio 0 
1940 -W. Va. 13, Ohio 0 
o.enlseas:Oio41. W.Va2'J, 1 lie 
l.mdel CNIC. $p(Jl$Qlihip: Olio 26 
wils. W. Va.12w'ns. 1 lie 
Prt-OVAC sponsorship: Ollio 15 
wins. W. Va. 11....-. 

Central's Marcus Schumacher 
as the primary tight end. 
with Harrison Central's Kyle 
Blanchard. Bridgeport's Garrett 
Price and Union Local's Bernie 
Thompson as the wideouts. 

Sharing the quarterback duties 
will be St. Clairsville's Zach 
Kinnick and Frontier·s Corey 
Fickiesen; Bridgeport's Curt 
Smelley will be at fullback: and 
his twin brother. Chris Smelley ... 

and Martins Ferry·s Casey Bain 

sharing the tailback spot. 
On defense. the Buckeyes will 

line up with Martins Ferry·s 
Bobby Dayton. Bellairc·s 
Josh Tolliver. Meadowbrook·s 
Trevor Mourer and Chris 
Smelley all seeing action at 
end: Steubenville ·s John 
Eckroth. St. Clairsville ·s Z1k 
Stiles and Ea~t Liverpool'~ 
John Thompson at defensive 
tackle: Martins Ferry's Mih.c 
Rose. BarnesviJlc·s Tyler 
Kurtz. Frontier's Jake Bruno111 
and Edison's Johnny Byers 
at outside linebacker: Indian 
Creek's Niko Otto. Shadyside·~ 
Logan Hudson, Cun Smelley 
and Schumacher seeing time 

at inside linebacker: and St. 
Clairsville·s Joe Zebbs. 

See OVAC page 8-2 
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Photo courtesy of Briggs Photography 

The West Virginia squad for the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic. Fro1ft row, I tor, head coach Mark 
Batton, Traeh Keller (Magnolia), Joey Musick (Morganto\\n), Logan Martin (John Marshall), Joey DiNardo (Brooke), Kyle 
Pytlak (Linlsy) and trainer Randy Elliott. Second row, Jordan Angalich (Bishop Donahue), ijeuben Pine (Weir), Phil Aerie 
(Linsly), Marcus Clifford (Wheeling Central), Zach Morris (Wheeling Park), Chris Eloi (Weirton Madonna) and Ryan 
Lazear (Brooke). Third row, Boone Kehrer (Tyler Com,olidated), Chance Rowland (Oak Glen), Billy Perkins (Brooke), 
Alex Schramm (Wheeling Park), Jeff Kidder (Parkersburg South) and Sam Shepherd (Magnolia). Fourth row, Anthony 
Pederson (Brooke), Da\'ic Shut (Valley), Matt Riggs (Magnolia), Dan Heupp (Weir), John Duplaga (Wheeling Central), 
Hayden Greenlief (Weirton Madonna) and Chris Williams (John Marshall). Fifth row, Tyler Jacovetty (Wheeling Central), 
Kaleb Kucera (Bishop Donahue), Michael Berardi (John Marshall), McKenzie Peluchette (Wheeling Central), Tanner Whyte 
(Cameron), .Jared Adrian (Morgantown), Shane Koper (Oak Glen) and Nick Romito (Morgantown). Sixth row, manager 
Drew keller, manager Jayson Keller, assistant coaches Bob Ripley, Mark Blair, Dm·e Chapman, Moke Riggs, Jim West, Dave 
Grandstaff, manager Chase West and manager Matt)' Filippelli. 

OVAC stars clash tonight 
OVAC from page 8-1 
Shadyside'sTaylor Brown. Ea~t 
Liverpool's Willie Leavell and 
Buckeye Local\ Brent Kirk in 
the scrnndary. 

River's T.inncr Wright will 
handle the Ohio kicking dutie~. 

Serving a~ the Ohio captain~ 
will be the Smelley broth­
ers, Otto. Kinnie\.,. and Bernie 
Thompson. 

Game time is 7: 15 p.m. 
EXTRA POINTS 

Forty-one of the 48 schools in 
the OVAC arc represented by 
participants in activities related 
to this year's game including 
the McDonald's All-Star band 
( 171 members strong), Queen 
of Queen Candidates (26). 
cheerleaders (20) and football 
players (66). 

Three area girls were among 
the competitors in Queen of 
Queens Pageant which took 
place Friday at WesBancoArena 
- Abbie Orr of Cambridge. 
Kristin Oliver of Buckeye 
Trnil and Kylee McConnell 
of Barnesville. The winners 
will be crowned at halftime of 
tonight's game ... 

Two local girls are on the 
Ohio chcerlcading squad -
Taylor Fannin of Shenandoah 
and Brooke Swallie of 
Barncsvlle ... 

Barnesville is the only area 

school represented in the OVAC 
McDonald's All Star Band. The 
Shamrock contingent includes 
Laura Winland, Alex Davidson, 
Melanie Callihan and Becky 
Huntsman ... 

A host of past all-stars will 
be recognized throughout the 
game, including the 10-year 
reunion group from 200 l and 
three 50-year reunion groups 
from 1956, '57 and • 58 ... 

Officials for the game 
include Bill Walter (referee); 
Mark Vukelic (umpire), Mark 
Kerwood (linesman), Jon 
Hamm (line judge), Chris Larry 
Shane (side judge), Bob Gaylor 
(field judge) and Lance Jacob 
(back judge). 

The honorary officials are 
Bill Wilhelm of Wheeling 
and Chuck Taskalines of 
Moundsville ... 

In 39 years, the game has 
donate nearly $850,000 to char­
ity organizations and schol­
arships throughout the Ohio 
Valley .. 
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I 'WHEELING 
RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT 

51 16th Street 
Wheeling, WV 26003 

304-23W641 

)'c Ol_:__(!;tr-hu 
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50 Carmel Road 
Whee ing, WV 

304.242.1090 

Proudly Supporting 
The Ohio Valley 

Community 
OHIO 

IROIORlfRI 
(i .. 
I 
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LOCA 549 
2350 Main St. 
Wheeling, WV 

30 -233-2660 
BELMONT & HARRISON 

CAREER CENTERS 
"Want Career Success? 

Get Career Skills!" 
BCC 695-9130 
HCC 942-2148 

www.BHCCenters.com r------------, 
110 FOR $12.501 

329 '\or1h S t., ~teuhcn,ilk. OH 740-283-34()5 
n 1i'k', nup/c,·~pa;:hcrtih<Juse.t·om 

L----------------' 

I HOTDOGS ONLY• (Minimum order 10) I 
I Must present coupon Expires 8/31/11 1. 

:cu 'S LUNCH ;:* : 
I son Belmont st., aeaa;,e, OH ~ I 
u _ J:..&.71-11111 :Ht .J 

Sophia, Gma, 
Annie, and Heather 

Open: Tuesday-Fnday 8am-7pm 
Sa1urday 8am • 4pm 

(304) 242.8225 

1-800-427-4835 
or Visit one Of our Wbeellng 

Offices at 
1A Elm Grove crossing, 
1990 Cllapllne S1reet or 

1 Medical Par-. 
' Wheeling Hospital 

Or ..., of OUr Other Five 
Ohio vane, Loc:adons 

m .flrstdlolceamerkacl.org 

Canvas awnings 
for your 

Home or Business 

Rentalsfor 
1 all your 
outdoor functions

1 

Tent Rentals, 
Tables & Chairs 

SERBIAN AMERICAN CUL TUR£ CENTER 
AND TESLA LoUSGE 

~ ;b,an Jlrupp 
FISH FRIDAY 11am-8pm SUNDAY 11am-2pm 

mturmg ... AJI Yoa carr Eat Join us for our Award Winning Brunch 
FISh Oinnu 1a,95 Vo/Id 11 Bn,a/it, nn111 Ludlr 

& H1nfl Sur R11dln 01/e, 

100() CoJlier!, Way, Weirton, WV • s04-12.-s-1:n2 

Good Luck to our Monarchs in 
the OVAC All Star Game 

MIKE BERARDI 
7 t.OGAN MARTilN 

CJ WILLIAMS 
We are proud of you, 

John Marshall Football Moms 
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OVAC 
sights, 
sounds 
MCDONALDS 
OVAC All-Star 
Band member 
Nathan 
Bohach of St. 
Clairsville 
receives a 
$1,000 schol-

Date: Ju\~ l." , 1.<::>n 
arship from 
Ronald 

~~iz,..~ McDonald dur-
.;_, ;! ~ l'flllc,rill'tt. ing Sunday's 

• .. ,( ~ \ Scho\~V"!:-\'"'1,~ 
OVAC Rudy 
Mumley All-

Payable to: . :--::w'\O - r Star Football 

. Amount 
Q ,..u. ""f \-. ovs f>,.."'d 

and Taytor Fann,n; mlddle row, Olivia Morgan an 
Penick, Kylie Hunker and Mackenzie DiPerna. S 

l ooo 
I Charity 

Classic at 
Wheeling 

·\ \ -.. 
Island 

I Stadium. 

T-L Photos/ 
MIKE PALMER 

TRUMPET PLAYERS Skyler Gfbson or Shadyside. 
front, and Rachael Miller of Union Locar (lett photo) 
participate in the pre-game activities before 
Sunday's OVAC all-star grid game. Above, E.J. 
Schodzinski and his daughter, Jana, 3, meet Ronald 
McDonald. 

HEAD COACH 
Mark Batton, Magnolia 

Assistant Coaches 
Dave Chapman, Dave Grandstaff, Mark Blair, Moke Riggs, Bob 
Ripley, Jim West 

••• 
.. Players 

No Name Ht Wt Pos School 

1 Traeh Keller 5.9 170 LB/RB Magnolia 

3 Joey Musick 6-0 200 RB MTown 

7 Logan Martin 5-9 165 WR/OB J.Marshall 

10 Joey DiNardo 6-3 215 WR Brooke 

12 Kyle Pytlak 6-1 170 QB/OB Linsly 

14 Jordan Angalich 5-11 160 QB B.Donahue 

20 Reuben Pine 6·0 206 TE/LB Weir 

21 Phil Aerie 5-10 195 RB Linsly 

22 Marcus Clifford 5-10 190 RB/LB/S W.Central 

28 Zach Morris 5·9 185 AB W.Park 

29 Chris Eloi 6-0 185 RB/LB Madonna 

32 Ryan Lazear 5-10 205 RB/DB Brooke 

33 Boone Kehrer 6·2 185 LB/TE T.Cons. 
Chance Rowland 6-0 200 RB/LB Oak Glen 34 

40 Billy Perkins 6-0 248 FB/DT Brooke 

44 Alex Schramm 6-1 225 FS/LB W.Park 

46 Jeff Kidder 5-10 175 RB/S South 

52 Sam Shepherd 5-10 170 OLIDE Magnolia 

54 Anthony Pederson 5-10 250 OUDL Brooke 

55 Davie Sivert 6-2 225 OULB Valley 

56 Matt Rioggs 6-0 265 OUDL Magnolia 

58 Dan Heupp 6-2 270 OUDL Weir 

60 John Duplaga 5-10 255 OL/Ol W.Central 

66 Hayden Greenlief 6-0 210 OUMLB Madonna 

67 Chris Williams 6-1 270 OUDL J.Marshall 

70 Tyler Jacovetty 6-2 240 OUDL W.Central 

72 Kaleb Kucera 6-4 210 OUDE B.Donahue 

75 Michael Berardi 6-5 300 OL/OL J.Marshall 
80 McKenzie Peluchette 6-2 185 WR/DB W.Central 

82 Tanner Whyte 5-10 175 FB/LB Cameron 

85 Jared Allen 6-5 230 DE M'town 

88 Shane Koper 5-8 165 WR/DB Oak Glen 

99 Nick Romito 6-2 220 K M'town 

Dave Bruney, Martins Ferry 
Assistant Coaches 

John Bennett, Bill Bruney, Jim Hoover, Joe Mamone, Rich 
Materkoski. Mike Rose, Nick S1anovich, Joe Kosar, Chas Yoder 

No Name 
1 Willie Leavell 
3 Chris Smelley 
7 Zach Kinnick 
1 O Ellis Brown 
12 Joe Zebbs 
14 Tanner Wright 
20 Josh Tolliver 
21 Kyle Blanchard 
22 Jake Brunoni 
28 Casey Bain 
29 Corey Fickiesen 
32 Johnny Byers 
33 Trevor Mourer 
34 Curt Smelley 
40 Mike Rose 
44 Niko Otto 
46 Tyler Kurtz 
52 Aaron Silverio 
56 Kody Edwards 
58 Caleb Gunn 
63 John Eckroth 
66 Willie Pruitt 
67 Mason Campbell 
68 Zak Stiles 
72 John Thompson 
77 Jack Beavers 
80 Garrett Price 
82 Bobby Dayton 
85 Marcus Schumacher 
88 Bernie Thompson 
90 Taylor Brown 
93 Brent Kirk 
99 Logan Hudson 

••• 
Players 
Ht Wt Pos 

5·8 160 RB/DB 
6-0 234 RB/LB 
6-0 180 QB/DB 
6-0 150 WR/DB 

5-11 175 WR/OB 
5-11 165 K 
6-2 208 TE/DE 
6-4 195 WR/DB 
6·1 210 RB/LB 
6-0 1 75 RB/DB 
6-5 190 QB/DB 

5-10 185 QB/OLB 
6·2 215 FB/OE 
6-0 235 LB/FB 
5-9 165 FB/OLB 
6·2 215 FB/LB 
6·2 202 WA/OLB 
6-1 260 OG/DT 
6-2 260 C/OT 

5-10 220 C/DT 
6-2 240 OT/OT 
6-3 260 OG/DT 
6-1 225 OT/OT 
6-1 -245 OG/DT 
6·0 240 OT/OT 
6-1 220 OT/DT 

5·11 180 WA/DB 
6-0 185 TE/DE 
6·1 195 TE/LB 
5-8 140 WR/DB 
6·1 185 WR/DE 
6·0 175 WR/DB 
6·2 195 TE/OLB 

School 
E.Liverpool 
Bridgeport 

St. Clairsville 
Shadyside 

St. Clairsv lie 
River 

Bellaire 
H.Central 

Frontier 
Martins Ferry 

Frontier 
Edison 

Meadowbrook 
Bridgeport 

Martins Ferry 
Indian Creek 

Barnesville 
Shadyside 

E. Liverpool 
Cambridge 

Steubenville 
Steubenville 
Steubenville 

St. Clairsville 
E.Liverpool 

Martins Ferry 
Bridgeport 

Martins Ferry 
Monroe Cent. 

Union Local 
Shadyside 

Buckeye Local 
Shadyside 
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Sean Scott/The Daily Jeffersonian 
Meadowbrook's Trevor Mourer tights off a block during first half action of Sunday's Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. West Virginia 
posted its second straight win in the midsummer classic, taking a 24-3 decision over Ohio. 

Sean Scott/The Daill 

Cambridge's Caleb Gunn fires off the line after snapping the ball to quartert 
Kinnick of St. Clairsville during Sunday's Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Footb 
Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Back-to-back wins for West Virginia All-St~ 
Ohio offense limited to 56 total yards in 24-3 loss in OVAC Cla 
JEFF HARRISON 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

WHEELING. W. Va. - It 
had been quite some time since 
West Virginia won back-to-back 
games in the Rudy Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Football Charity 
Classic. 

That changed Sunday night 
when the Mountaineer squad. 
which stymied Ohio's offense 
all rught long. recorded a 24-3 
victory for Its second straight 
victory in the 66th edition of 
the midsummer showcase at 
hot and muggy Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 

West Virginia'~ defense limit­
ed the Buckeye State to a net of 
56 total yards, with nearly half 
of those in a last-minute incon­
sequential series. The three 
points was the lowest output by 
Ohio since it was shut out back 
in the 1977 contest. 

For winning coach Mark 
Batton of Magnolia High, it 
meant another chance to cel­
ebrate on the Island Stadium 
turf. 

"Wheeling Island Stadium has 
been pretty good to us over the 
last eight months," he smiled, 
referring to the fact that his 

Blue Eagles had captured the 
West Virginia Class AA state 
championship there back in 
early December. "We .had a 
tremendous group of players 
who took their roles and ran 
with them. What a special way 
to end a special ,week." 

West Virgmia needed just four 
plays to break on top, scoring 
on a 64-y.ird pas:. from 4uar­
terback Kyle Pytlak of Linsly 
to Marcu~ Clifford of Wheeling 
Central, who hauled in the pass 
at the 35-yard line and raced 
untouched to the end zone. 

Morgantown 's Nick Romito 
booted the point-after. giving 
West Virginia a 7-0 lead at the 
I 0: 11 mark of the first quarter. 
Ohio got a break late in the 

opening round when Martins 
Feny·s Casey Barn intercepted 
a Pytlak pass and returned it to 
the West Virginia 23. -----

Sean Scott/The Daily Jeffersonian 

The OVAC McDonald's All-Star Band again turned in a ter-

WEST VIRGINIA 24, OHIO 3 
Ohlo O 3 0 0- 3 
West Vl'lllnla 7 1 7 3-24 
First Quamor 
IW--MatM~cnal)&lpe,sfl!nK~ 
PytlaM..nstf(Nld<~ll::lc), 10:11. 
Second Quarter 
OH-Tamer W~iver a, roe1c1 goel, 11:54. 
WV-Ayan lazeill/Brool<e 3 TOO (Rom,1o kicl<), 3~. 
Third Quarter 
WV-Ji»/~ 7 1111 (RomlD lo), &52. 
Fourth Quarter 
WV-Aomilo 36 flllld goal, 2:12. 

First Downa 
Ruahn-yarda 
Paaalng yards 
Comp-Alt-Int 
Fumbl .. -loat 
PIMl&lll--,.la 
Punta .. vg. 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

OH WV 
3 11 
25-(~ 40-106 
62 138 
11-19-2 &,14-1 
3-2 1-1 
0-0 1-6 
5,,40.3 5--4-4.2 

RUSHING--Olllo. Chns Smelley/Bridgepol1 9-10, 
Zach Kinnick/St Clamille 11-< • 1 !~ Cor8'/ Fidcieserl 
FAlrltier ~•tS), C111 SrnereyJ8ndgepQ 1-4, Casey 
Bai>'M'11ine Fttry 1-1, Gellatt ~ ,. 
S. Mi1<e Aaoe/MarUns Ferry H-3),, Blis Blown/ 
~1-6. WastVltginla,PhilAcrllvUnejyt4-31, 
Kyle ~ .2:Z...~1~ l,azear. ~ ­
,Q(!;\fl.).nga!ld>'Bishop Oonaiue 1 ~..11, C11'«~ l-2. 
Cllancll Aowtan(IIOak Glen 2-3. 
PASSING--Or.o. Kr,nick 3-7·1-19, FD<ies8fl ~11· 
1-43, e-tl 0-H)-0 We61 v.-. "',t!lak 4-&-\.106. 
Angalieh~. 
RECEIVING-Ohio, Semie Thoml)lcMJnion Local 
6-10, Prlc:e 2-10, Bmwn 1-2. Wes! Vltginia. Mu,ld( 
5-22. Clifford 1-&4, Lcga,, MartWJohn Ma/shall 1-41, 
Shane Kof)er/Oak Glell M 1. 
INTERCEPTIONS-Ohio, Bain. Weal Virginia, 
Jeff Kidder/Pa11<11Sbutg Sou1h, CMs Elol/Weirlon 
Madonna. 
FIJMlllE RECOVERIEs--ot,lo, Rcoe. Wast Virginia, 
Zacll Morris/Wlleeliw Patlc. wear 
KICKOFF AETVRNs-ohlo, Wilhe Laave1VEas1 
~ S-1I7, Brown 1-13. WOii Vlfgilia, Musick 
1-23. Aaie 1-33. 
PUNT RET0fll,j$--Oh,o, none. Wast Virginia. ~r 
1•7. 

Three running plays netted 
just eight yards, leading to a 
31-yard field goal by River's 
Tanner Wright on the first play 
of the second quarter to pull 
Ohio within 7-3. 

After an exchange of punts, 
West Virginia gained posses­
sion at its 47-yard line and 
moved 53 yards in nine snaps, 
including three completions by 
QB Jordan Angalich of Bishop 
Donahue and four rushes by 
Ryan Lazear of Brooke, the last 
covering three yards to payd1rt. 

Romito again kicked the PAT, 
extending West Virginia's lead 
to 14-3 with 3:45 remaining in 
the first half. 

Ohio fumbled on its first 
series of the second half. with 
Zach Morris of Wheeling Park 
recovering, but the Buckeyes 

Sean Scottrrhe Dail) 
Bamesville's Tyler Kurtz attempts to make a play from his outside linebacker p1 
pass to Logan Martin of the West Virginia All-Stars during Sunday's Rudy Mur 
All-Star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. -----------
forced a three-and-out and had 
the ball back. 

This time, facmg a fourth­
and-two at the Ohio 28. Bruney 
opted for a fake punt and the 
ballcarrier fumbled the ball 
away, with Lazear scooping it 
up at the 20 and rambling to 
the seven. 

Joey Musick of Morgantown 
scored on the next play and 
Romito added the placement to 
extend West Virginia's advan­
tage to 21-3 with 6:52 remain­
ing in the third quarter. 

West Virginia added one final 
tally, getting a 36-yard field 
goal from Romito with 2: 12 
to play. 

Batton felt his coaching ~taff 
had the squad well-prepared 
and the player~ executed to per-

fection. 
"We watched a-. much film as 

we could on Martins Feny and 
he (Ohio coach Dave Bruney) 
had them prepared. but our kids 
JUSt gave us a great effort," said 
the West Virginia coach. "We 
weren ·1 ~ure if we would have 
to run it or spread it out, but the 
guys up front did a great job 
for us. On defense. we brought 
pressure on them and that was 
the big key tonight." 

Bruney. who tasted defeat for 
the first time in five tries as the 
Buckeyes· boss. credited We~t 
Virginia's interior line play on 
both sides of the ball as keys. 

"'Offensively. we just didn't 
have very much consistency." 
he related. "Up front, they 
kinda wore us down physically 

with their size." 
Bruney felt hb de 

well despite the Im 
"I don't think wt 

asked our defense t 
better," he said. " 
one (TD) by going 
punt, and we knew 
to get up a couple c 
they could use the 
their size to wear 1 

work on the clock.' 
West Virginia fi 

244 total yards, in 
rushing and 138 pa 

Linsly 's Phil Acr 
times for 53 yards: 
11 rushes for 43 
Lazear added eight 
36 yards. Pytlak a 

See OVAC 
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ook's Trevor Mourer fights off a block during first half action of Sunday's Rudy 
VAC All-Star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. West Virginia 
econd straight win in the midsummer classic, taking a 24-3 decision over.Ohio. 

..... ~· --fr'\ 
t." 
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Cambridge's Caleb Gunn fires off the line after snapping the ball to quarterbaack Zach 
Kinnick of St. Clairsville during Sunday's Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity 
Cl~sic at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

ck-to-back wins for West Virginia All-Stars 
o offense limited to 56 total yards in 24-3 loss in OVAC Classic 
'RISON 
'FERSONIAN 

'1G. W. Va. It 
ite some time since 
a won back-to-back 
he Rudy Mumley 
tar Football Charity 

1ged Sunday night 
l!ountameer ~quad. 
ied Ohio's offense 
1g. recorded a 24-3 
its second straight 
he 66th edition of 
1mer ~howcase at 
gy Wheeling Island 

nia', defense limit­
!ye State to a net of 
is. with nearly half 
L last-minute mcon­
series. The three 
he lowest output by 
twas shut out back 
contest. 
ing coach Mark 
Magnolia High. it 
1er chance to eel­
he Island Stadium 

. bland Stadium has 
good to u~ over the 
JOnth~." he smiled. 

the fact that hi, 

Blue Eagles had captured the 
West Virginia Class AA state 
championship there back in 
early December. "We had a 
tremendous group of players 
who took their roles and ran 
with them. What a special way 
to end a special .week.'' 

Wc~t Virginia needed just four 
plays to break on top, scoring 
on d 64-yard pa!>~ from quar­
terback Kyle Pytlak of Linsly 
to Marcus Clifford of Wheeling 
Central, who hauled in the pass 
at the 35-yard line and raced 
untouched to the end zone. 

Morgantown 's Nick Romito 
booted the point-after. giving 
West Virginia a 7-0 lead at the 
I 0: 11 mark of the first quarter. 

Ohio got a break late in the 
opening round when Martins 
Feny·._ Casey Bain mtcrcepted 
a Pytlak pas!> and returned it to 
the We~t Virginia 23. 

Sean Scott/The Daily Jeffersonian 

; McDonald's All-Star Band again turned in a ter-

WEST VIRGINIA 24, OHl03 • , , 
Ohio • ' -JO 3 0 0--'·3 
West Virginia . • _. 7 7 f; 3~24 
First Ouaner , • ., c ,, ·, 
WV--Mtitw; ~ Cna} 64 pas; frm K)"e 
~ (Nlcl< ~ lcl:lc); 10:11 , • ., 
Second Quarter • • • 
OH-TaMer Wrqll/R~r 31 rield 1l081;11:54:. -
WV-Ryan wearJl!rool<e 3 run {Romito kick), 3:45. 
Tl11rd Quarter . ,. •• • 
WV-Joev~ 7M(Rooil0iock),6:52. • 
Fourth .Ouarter.. • ": • • 
WV~ito 36 field goal;2:12. 

,. 
A.-t Downs··. 
Ruahn-yarda 
Pesalng yards 
Comp-Alt-Int 
Fumbla1-loat 
Panaltle.-yda 
Punw-avg. 

OH WV., · 
3· 11 ••' 
25,-61 40-106 • 
62 .,· 138, , 
9-19-2 ·s-14,1- • 
3-2 ~1-1 
0-0 -,~ -
$-40.3 • 5-44.2 • 

• - .. #> • 

INDIVIDUAL ST A TlSTICS : .'' • . 
RUSHING-=-OhlO, Clltis Smeilav,tlridgepoll. 9;10, 
Zech KinnlcidSI. ClairaviDe 8-(• 1Z~1 Corey FickleselY \ 

• Fronller 3-(-18); Curt Smaley/8ridgel) H;C&sey 
Bain'M&ltn. F9rry, 1-1: Garre1I Pricw8rtdgeporl, 1· 
s:Milaf RO$a1Marlins,~ 1HkElfis erownr1 
Shact,side 1-4; West Vi,gillla. Phil Aalwnely t+-31, 
Kyte ~~2,Z,.~,J~ ~ l!-36.i 
Jordan AngalrCIV'8ishop Oonahve l•{-3), Clifford 1-2. 
Cnarce ROW1ane110ak Glen 2-ll. 
PASSING-Ohio, Kinnid< 3-M-19, Fiekiesen &-11· 
1-43, B~-0-0. We&tV,rgttia. Pyllak+ll,1•106. 

=ING--Ohlo, Bernie ~tmol Local 
6-40, Price 2-10, Brown 1-2. West Vllljlnia. Mu9lck 
>22. Cliftorll 1-64, Logan-Jchn Mal3llall 1~1, 
Shene l<oj)eclOalt Gleol Mt. 
INTERCEPTION$-Ohlo, Bain. Ww Vilg,,,ia, 
Jeff l<idclern>ark8r11lurQ Sou1h, CMs EloiM'eir10rl 
Madonna. 
FlJMBI.E AECOVERIES-Ottio, Rose. Wes! \f,rginla, 
Zaclt MomslWhNllng Pa,tc, l.azear 
KICKOFF RET\JRNS--Ohio, W~lie Leave111Eut 
Liverpool 5-117, BlllWII 1-13. Weal Virginia, Mlniick 
1·23. Aerie 1-33. 
Pl/NT AETURNs--Ohio. none. Wes, \f,rg,nia. Kldder 
1-7 

Three running plays netted 
just eight yards. leading to a 
31 yard field goal by River's 
Tanner Wright on the first play 
of the second quarter to pull 
Ohio within 7-3. 

After an exchange of punts, 
West Virginia gamed posses­
sion at its 47-yard line and 
moved 53 yards in nine snaps. 
including three completions by 
QB Jordan Angalich of Bishop 
Donahue and four rushes by 
Ryan Lazear of Brooke, the last 
covering three yards to paydirt. 

Romito again kicked the PAT. 
extending West Virginia's lead 
to 14-3 with 3:45 remaining in 
the first half. 

Ohio fumbled on 1t1> first 
series of the second half. with 
Zach Morris of Wheeling Park 
recovering, but the Buckeyes 

Sean Scott/The Daily Jeffersonian 

Barnesville's Tyler Kurtz attempts to make a play from his outside linebacker position on a 
pass to Logan Martin of the West Virginia All-Stars during Sunday's Rudy Mumley OVAC 
All-Star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. -------
forced a three-and-out and had 
the ball back. 

This time. facing a fourth­
and-two at the Ohio 28. Bruney 
opted for a fake punt and the 
ballcarrier fumbled the ball 
away. with Lazear scooping 1t 
up at the 20 and rambling to 
the seven. 

Joey Musick of Morgantown 
scored on the next play and 
Romito added the placement to 
extend West Virginia's advan­
tage to 21 -3 with 6:52 remain­
ing in the third quarter. 

West Virginia added one final 
tally. getting a 36-yard field 
goal from Romito with 2: 12 
to play. 

Batton felt his coaching ~taff 
had the squad well prepared 
and the players executed to per 

fection. 
"We watched a~ much film as 

we could on Martins Feny and 
he (Ohio coach Dave Bruney) 
had them prepared. but our kids 
Just gave us a great effort." said 
the West Virginia coach. "We 
weren't :.ure if we would have 
to run il or spread it out. but the 
guys up front did a great Job 
for w,. On defense, we brought 
pressure on them and that was 
the big key tonight." 

Bruney. who tasted defeat for 
the first time in five tries as the 
Buckeyes· boss. credited West 
Virginia·~ interior line p!ay on 
both sides of the ball as keys. 

"'Offensively. we just didn't 
have very much com,istency." 
he related. "Up front. they 
kinda wore U!> down physically 

with their size." 
Bruney felt hi:. defense played 

well despite the loss. 
"I don't think we could have 

asked our defense to play much 
better." he said. "I gave them 
one (TD) by going for the fake 
punt. and we knew if they were 
to get up a couple of scores that 
they could use their backs and 
their size to wear us down and 
work on the clock." 

West Virginia finished with 
244 total yards. including 106 
rushing and 138 passing. 

Lmsly's Phil Aerie carried 14 
times for 53 yards; Musick had 
11 rushes for 43 stripes and 
Lazear added eight attempts for 
36 yards. Pytlak and Angalich 

See OV AC page B-3 



., - - -ti -· -- ---rr--e -•"" --- •"' 'fU'4.l 1 1v1Um1ey UVAC AU-Star 1''ootball Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. West Virginia posted its second straight win in the midsummer classic, taking a 24-3 decision over Ohio. 

Kinnick of St. Clairsville during Sunday's Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Fo 
Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Back-to-back wins for West Virginia All-St 
Ohio offense limited to 56 total yards in 24-3 loss in OVAC Cl 
JEFF HARRISON 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

WHEELING. W. Va. - It 
had been quite some time since 
West Virginia won back-to-back 
games in the Rudy Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Football Charity 
Classic. 

That changed Sunday night 
when the Mountaineer squad. 
which stymied Oh10 ·s offen!>e 
all night long. recorded a 24-3 
victory for its !>econd straight 
victory in the 66th edition of 
the midsummer showcase at 
hot and muggy Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 

West Virginia\ defense limit­
ed the Buckeye State to a net of 
56 tot.ii y.rrds. with nearly half 
of tho~e m a la-.t-mmute mcon­
sequential senc!>. The three 
points was the lowest output by 
Ohio since it was shut out back 
in the 1977 contest. 

For winning coach Mark 
Batton of Magnolia High, it 
meant another chance to cel­
ebrate on the Island Stadium 
turf. 

"Wheeling Island Stadium has 
been pretty good to us over the 
last eight months:· he smiled. 
refemng to the fact that his 

Blue Eagles had captured the 
West Virginia Class AA state 
championship there back in 
early December. "We had a 
tremendous group of players 
who took their roles and ran 
with them. What a special way 
to end a special .week." 

Wc~t Virginia needed just four 
plays to break on top, ~coring 
on a 64-yard pJs:, from quar­
terback Kyle Pytlak of Linsly 
to Marcus Clifford of Wheeling 
Central, who hauled in the pass 
at the 35-yard line and raced 
untouched to the end zone. 

Morgantown's Nick Romito 
booted the point-after. giving 
West Virginia a 7-0 lead at the 
I 0: 11 mark of the first quarter. 
Ohio got a break late in the 

opening round when Martins 
Ferry·s c~ey Bain intercepted 
a Pytlak pass and returned it to 
the West Vtrgmia 23. 

Sean Scott/The Daily Jeffersonian 
The OVAC McDonald's All-Star Band again turned in a ter­
rific performance at halftime of the Rudy Mumley OVAC 
All-Star Football Charity Classic. 

Sean Scott/The Oa1ly Jellerson an 
Repre-senting the focal area in the The Queen of Queens 
Pageant, held In conjunction wlth Che annual Rudy Mumley 
0\'AC All-Star Football Charity Classjc, were Ky~e 
McConneH of Bamewme. Kristi.n Olh·er of Buckeye Trail 
and Abbie Orr of Cambridge. 

WEST VIRGINIA 24, OHIO 3 
Ohio O 3 0 0- 3 
West Virginia 7 7 7 3-24 
First Quarter 
YN~~cna)64pmbm K)'II 
Pyaak,tnsfy (Nici<~ loctc), 10:11. 
Second Quarter 
OH-TaMerW'9lllRiver31 ieldgoal.11;5,I. 
WV-Ryen lam<illrocoe 3 ""' (Romilo b:11), 3:'5. 
Third Quarter 
VN--JI»( ~ 7 llll (Rofl'it> kiclc). 6:52. 
Fourth Quarter 
WV--Rcmco 36 hid goal. 2:12. 

FitatDowna 
Rual'IH-yarell 
Pualng yard• 
Comp-Alt-Int 
Fumb~oat 
Penaltlea-ydl 
Punts4Vg. 

INDIVIDUAL ST A TISTICS 

OH WV 
3 11 
~~) .C0-106 
62 138 
~1~ 8-14•1 
3-2 H 
0-0 1-5 
5-40.3 5-44.2 

AUSHING-Ol11o, Chris Smelley/!lridgepol1 ~10, 
28cll KlmicWSI. Clait$\lille 8-(·1Z~ Corey F"ICldnl!V 
Frontill 3-{·18), ec-t ~ 1-4, C-V 
llaivMartins Ferry 1-1, Gotrett ~ 1-5. Mill Aoee/Ma111ne Fe,,y 1-(-8~ Ellis 8-n/ 
~1-8.~~14-31, K)III ~,),2. .1~.~ - t-31. J~• Aoga!JCl>'8nhop Donahue 1 ◄·3;.· Ci.tfoid 1-2. 
t- ROWiand/Oak Glen :.a 
PASS~- Kimick 3-7-1·'9, F~ 6-11· 
' -43,&o.110-1~ w.tVrglnia.~k-4¼1-106, 
Angalicll4-64()8. 
RECEJVJNG-OtlicJ, e«nie ~ LOCIII 
MO, Price 2·10, Blw,1\ 1-2. Wesl Vrgna. Mu$lct 
5-22, Cilfortl 1-64, ~ Mamn/Jolrl MIJShal 1-41, 
Shane Koller/Oak Gisi 1-11. 
INTEACEPTIONS-Olllo, Bein. West V1rginla. 
Jeff ~ SCll1l. cnns EbWeonon 
Madcnna. 
FUMBLE AECOVERIES-Olllo, ROM. West Virginia. 
Zac:11 ~ ~ laz112i'. 
KICKOFF RET\IRNS-Ohio, Willie l.ea'lell/Eall 
Uve,pool 5-117, Brown 1-13. Wesl Vllgllia. Mu&iclc 
1-23. Aerie 1-33. 
PUNT RETURHS--Ohlo. none. West v,,;r;.a. Kidder 
1•7 

Three running plays netted 
just eight yards, leading to a 
31-yard field goal by River's 
Tanner Wright on the first play 
of the second quarter to pull 

Sean Scott/The Da Bamesville's Tyler Kurtz attempts to make a play from his outside linebacker I pass to Logan Martin of the West Virginia All-Stars during Sunday's Rudy Ml All-Star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

, Ohio within 7-3. 

forced a three-and-out and had 
the ball back. 

fection. 

After an exchange of punts, 
West Virginia gamed posses­
sion at its 47-yard line and 
moved 53 yards in nine snaps, 
including three completions by 
QB Jordan Angalich of Bishop 
Donahue and four rushes by 
Ryan Lazear of Brooke. the last 
covering three yards to paydirt. 

This time. facing a fourth­
and-two at the Ohio 28. Bruney 
opted for a fake punt and the 
ballcarrier fumbled the ball 
away, with Lazear scooping it 
up at the 20 and rambling to 
the seven. 

Joey Musick of Morgantown 
scored on the next play and 
Romito added the placement to 
extend West Virginia's advan­
tage to 21-3 with 6:52 remain­
ing in the third quarter. 

"We watched as much film as 
we could on Martins Ferry and 
he (Ohio coach Dave Bruney) 
had them prepared, but our kids 
just gave us a great effort:· said 
the West Virginia coach. "We 
weren ·1 sure if we would have 
to run it or spread it out. but the 
guys up front did a great job 
for us. On defense. we brought 
pressure on them and that was 
the big key tonight:· 

Bruney. who tasted defeat for 
the first time in five tries as the 
Buckeyes· boss. credited West 
Virginia's interior line play on 
both sides of the ball as keys. 

Romito again kicked the PAT. 
extending West Virginia's lead 
to 14-3 with 3:45 remaining in 
the first half. 

Ohio fumbled on its first 
series of the second half. with 
Zach Morris of Wheeling Park 
recovering, but the Buckeyes 

West Virginia added one final 
tally. getting a 36-yard field 
goal from Romito with 2: 12 
to play. ·•offensively. WC just didn't 

have very much consistency:· 
he related. ··up front. they 
kinda wore us down physically 

Batton felt his coaching staff 
had the squad well-prepared 
and the players executed to per-

W. Va. wins OVAC game 
OVAC from page B-1 
combined to go 8-of- 14 pass­
ing. with Musick catching five 
aerials for 22 yards. 

Ohio's 56 yards included 62 
passing and a net of mmu~-six 
rushing. Ohio passers combined 
for a 9-of-19 effort with two 
interceptions. Union Local's 
Bernie Thompson had six 
receptions for 40 yards. 

Bruney credited hi~ Oh10 
squad for working hard .ill 
week despite brutal heat and 
praised West Virgmia for it, 
perfonnance. 

"Our kids gave us great effort 
in some tough conditions:· he 
acknowledged. "We had a great 
time and they competed very 

'hard; it just didn't work out for 
u~ tonight. 

"Hats off to them," he said of 
West Virginia. "I thought once 
they got up. they had a very 
sound offensive plan and they 
did what we like to do." 

1 
Despite the win. West Virginia 

still tra1b in the .ill-time !>ene'>. 
41 24 with one tie. 

As always. the OVAC 
McDonald's All-St.tr Band 
turned in Jnother terrific per­
formance dunng pre-game and 
halftime fest1v1ttes. 

Eammg the title a:, the Queen 
of Queens was Bna Cro~s of 
Wheeling Central. The rest 
of the court included Lmd-.ay 
W1lhaml. of Monroe Central 
(fir~t runner-up). Briana 
Kamarec ot Indian Creek (,ec­
ond runner-up). Paige Madden 
of John Mar:.hall (third run­
ner-up). Dana Holm~trand of 
Wheeling Park (fourth runner 
up) and Lauren Holler of_ St. 
Clairsville (Mm Congemahty). 

with their size." 
Bruney felt his ci 

well despite the I< 
"I don't think \I 

asked our defense 
better:· he said. • 
one (TD) by goin 
punt. and we knev 
to get up a couple 
they could use th1 
their size to wear 
work on the clock 

West Virginia I 
244 total yards. ii 
rushing and 138 p, 

Linsly"s Phil Ac1 
times for 53 yards 
11 rushes for 43 
Lazear added eigh1 
36 yards. Pytlak a 
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W.Va. will be tough in the trenches 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Mark Batton watched West Vir!.!inia 
use its strength in the trenches a year ago 
en route to a victory in the Rudy Mumlcy 
OV AC Al I-Star Charitv Football Cla~sic. 

~\ 
\·- ' ~J)~~ 

Ped~rson. Brooke: Matt Riggs. Magnolia: 
David Srvert. Valley and Chris Williams. 
John Marshall. 

Here is a capsule look. at the players: 
.JARED ADRIAN, Morgantown 

This former Moh1gan enJoyed a ~1rong 
career. but busted throu<>h with an 
impressive final campaigne for Coach 
John Bowers. 

Now. a vear later. ihc Ma!!nolia head 
coach used the mindset of li11cmcn fiN 

when he. and his coaching ,;taff. sat dov. n 
to se_lect the We,t Virginia ,quad for thi, 
years game. 

~~~ . r,Jf_i~Y The 6-5. 230 pounder logged 120 
tackles from his defensive end spot. He 
al~o led the team in tackles as a junior 
with 72. He recorded a team-hioh nine 
and seven sacks. respectively. the past 
two sea-;ons. 

"It was tough to choo-;e thc,e guy,:· 
Ballon said. 

fresh throughout the game. 
"I ~hmk we·11 be ab!~ to jockey some 

gu)-; m ,tnd out .tccordrng to what we ·11 
run:· Batton ,aid. "We've got some big 
guy, who can run and pull. so we·11 just 

keep tr?_mg to keep moving those guys 
around. 

That',<, a good problem Lo have for the 
Mountain State becau,e linemen \\ere 
plentiful. 

"There were d bunch of real !!Oo<l line­
men in the OV AC thi, year:· Ballon said. 
"It was tough narrowing them down. but 
we looked at the systems each playl:°d in 
and we have '>Orne kid, \I ho pla) ed in 
spread :-.y,terns and others who played in 
power running '>)'stems ... 

Battling for action in the trenches 
when camp opens Sunday at Bethany 
College are: Jared Adn:m. Morgantown: 
Michael Berardi. John Marshall: 

Adnan earned l>econd-team all-state 
honors along with first-team all-OV AC 
and all-NCAC. 

Jared. who plans on attendin!.! West 
Virginia Wesleyan. is the son of Kevin 
and Lisa Adrian. 

With such versatility and depth. Batton 
believe, he·11 be able to 1-ccp Im linemen 

DcMetrius Dixon. University: John 

Du~laga. Wheeling Central: Dan Heupp. 
Weir: Tyler Jacovetty. Wheeling Central: 
Kaleb Kucera. Br!>hop Donahue: Anthony 

MICHAEL BERARDI, John 
Marshall - This former Monarch was a 
standout in the trenche!> for Coach Dan 
Wilson's club. 

See, W. VA .. Page 82 
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The 6-2, 245 pounder saw time at tight 
end on offense, but on the defensive side 
he lined up at tackle, end, middle line­
backer and al so served as the team's 
punter. 

A finalist for the Huff Award, Dixon 
also garnered first-team all-state and all­
area honors. 

Demetrius, who plans on attending 
Shepherd University, is the son of Robert 
and Renee Dixon of Westover. 

JOHN DUPLAGA, Wheeling Central 
- This former Maroon Knight was a four­
year mainstay for Coach Mike Young's 
squad. 

The 5-10, 255 pounder was a four-year 
starter at defensive tackles and a three-year 
starter on the offensive line. 

As a senior, Duplaga recorded 59 tack­
les, 2.5 sacks, 2 fumble recoveries and 
two forced fumbles. 

Duplaga was a first-team all-state pick 
and was also first-team all-OV AC and all­
Valley. 

Along football , Duplaga was active in 
peer ministry, GUTS and community serv­
ice. 

John, who is the son of Mike and Alyssa 
Duplaga, plans on attending Bethany 
College. 

DANIEL HEUPP, Weir - This for­
mer Red Rider was a four-year starter 
along the offensive and defensive lines for 
Coach Torn Taylor's program. 

The 6-2, 270 pounder recorded more 
than 50 tackles each of the past two sea­
sons. 

A standout in the classroom, Heupp has 
been named to the President's Honor Roll 
and the WV Mat All-State Academic 
Team. 

Away from athletics, Heupp is the 
President of the Interact Club and a mem­

ber of the student council. 
Heupp, who is the son of Jeff and Amy 

Heupp, plans on attending West Virginia 

Northern Community College. 
TYLER JACOVETTY, Wheeling 

Central - This two-way lineman enjoyed 
a sparkling career under Young's watch. 

The 6-2, 240 pounder had 83 tackles 
last season, including IO sacks. He also 
recovered a fumble. He led the team in 
tackles and sacks and was named the 
team's defensive player of the year. 

Other awards garnered by Jacovetty 
include: all-state, all-OV AC, all-Valley 
and West Virginia Metro News second 
team. 

Along with football, Jacovetty lettered 
in track and field. 

Tyler, who is the son of Jerry and Cathy 

Jacovetty, plans on attending West 
Virginia University. 

KALEB KUCERA, Bishop Donahue 
- Thi s two-way standout was a force 

along both lines for Coach John Durdines' 

~u~. • 
The 6-4, 210 pounder recorded 140 

solo tackles and I 54 assists for 294 stops 
in his career. Thats ranks third all-time at 
Donahue. 

He also finished with 21 sacks, 53 tack­
les for loss, two forced fumbles and recov­
ered four fumbles. 

Kucera was a first-team all-OV AC, all­
Mason Dixon, all-state and all-River 
Valley League selection. 

Kaleb, who is planning on attending 
West Liberty, is the son of Mark and Lisa 
Kucera. 

ANTHONY PEDERSON, Brooke -
This standout lineman anchored the offen­
sive front for Coach Tom Bruney's team. 

The 5- 10, 250 pounder was the center 
for the Bruins the past two seasons. He 
was a second team all-state and all-Valley 
selection. 

Also a standout in wrestling. Pederson 
placed in the state tournament twice. 

Anthony, who is planning to attend 
West Liberty, is the son of Jay and Nina 
Pederson of Follansbee. 

MATT RIGGS, Magnolia - This 
Blue Eagle left an impressive mark on 
Batton's program during his career. 

Riggs logged 63 tackles and six sacks as 
a nose tackle. 

The 6-0, 265 pounder was a finalist for 
the Blocks of Granite award and he was 
also a first-team all-state player. 

Along with football, Riggs, who is 
active with community service, was one of 
the area's top shot put and discus perfonn­
ers this past season. 

Matt, who is attending Middle 
Tennessee State University to study aero­
space, is the son of Moke and Jodi Riggs. 

DAVID SIVERT, Valley - This two­
way performer was a mainstay for four 
seasons under Tom West. 

The 6-2, 225 pounder had 70 tackles 
and 2 interceptions this past season at line­
backer. 

For his fine season, he was named first­
team Mason-Dix.on and honorable mention 
all-OVAC and all-Valley. 

Sivert, who plans on attending welding 
school, is the son of David and Connie 
Sivert of Jacksonburg. 

CHRIS WILLIAMS, John Marshall 
- This Monarch clogged up the middle 
for Dan Wilson's defensive unit. 

The 6-1, 270 pounder recorded 26 tack­
les. I 4 for loss, a sack and 2 forced fum­
bles. 

He received the JM Most Improved 
Player Award and the 3-D (desire, dedica­
tion, detennination) A ward. 

Chris, who is the son of Kim Riddle and 

Chris Williams, plans on attending 
Kentucky Christian University. 



I It's Never Easy to Select 
OVAC All-Star Participants 
A lot of work goes 
into summer classic 

By RICK THORP 

night. ·'That's why we're here 
meeting in January for a game that 
won't take place until July. . . 

Staff Writer 
BETHANY - Staging the Rudy 

Mumley OV ~~ A,ll~Star Football 
Charity Classic 1sn t JUSt a summer 
project. 

"That's pretty much the time 1t 
take-; to put it together. There prob­
ably won't be a :,vee~ g~, by that I 
won't work on'th1s thmg. 

Koch. along with other game 
officials and organizers. gathered at 
Bethany College· s Har~er Hall for 
an organizational meeting pertam­
ino to-the contest. which will be the 
66th m the series. 

With two football teams. two 
cheering squads and a band to get 
organized. it takes plenty of hours. 
and plenty of people to stage the 
annual bi-state clash. 

Tim Weaver - Bethany's head 
football coach and athletics director 

.. It takes a lot work." game 
director Bob Koch said Monday 

- called the game one of the best, 

I OVAC 
(Continued from Page 13) 
if not the best, in the nation. 

It's a sentiment many 
have shared through the 
years and one that makes 
Koch proud. 

"The bar is set pretty 
high." he said. "Whether 
you 're talking about Ron 
Mauck. Rudy Mumley, Tom 
Rataiczak or Sam Mumley 
... they put their lives into 
this game. 

"Our intent is to keep it at 
the same level and do every­
thing we can to make it bet­
ter ... 

Bethany is the game·s 
new home. after many years 
at West Liberty University. 
While there was some trepi­
dation among the confer-

Please See OVAC, Page 14 

"The last 
couple of times 
we've done it, I 
wasn't sure we 
couldn't pick 
another team 

to beat the 
team we 
picked." 

Dave Bruney 

ence and changing things. Now that the meeting is 
Koch is sure the move won't finished. the proce.\s of 
affect the end product. selecting the 32 players for 

• 'I wasn't sure how things each side begins. 
would go but. so far. the "You can only have so 
response from Bethany has many quarterbacks. running 
been tremendous. backs and wide receivers:· 

'Tm looking for a really Batton said. "A lot of times 
good game. And it helps you have 10 look a_t "".hat 
that we have two veteran you need and who fits mto 
coaches who will foresee your scheme~. 
things and bring them to our .. We· 11 do the best we 
attention.·· can and trv to come up with 

Koch is speaking of Mag- the best 32 players ... 
nolia ·s Mark Batton and Batton has more players 
Martins Ferry's Dave to choose from this year. 
Bruney. Both have coached with Morgantown. Unive_r­
in the game before and are sity and Hundred now in 
looking forward to retun:,i~g. the mix. 

"This will really be 1cmg Even though he's done 
on the cake for us.'· said the chore many ti mes. 
Batton, who guided the Blue selecting players gets 
Eagles to their first West tougher for Bruney. 
Virginia Class AA crown ''The older 1·ve gotten 
since l 964 last season. the tougher it is for me to 
"We're excited to be here do ... he said. " The last 
and looking forward to get- couple of times we've done 
ting the staff together... it I wasn ·1 sure we couldn ·1 

For Bruney. this is his pick another team to beat 
sixth decade panicipating in the team we picked. 
the contest as a player of a ··ws an all-star game so 
coach . He led the Purple we try to pick the best play­
Riders to another Ohio Divi- ers and then adapt some of 
sion IV playoff appearance the things we do. to what 
last fall. they do well ... 

This is Bruney ·s sixth Bruney said there many 
coaching stint in the game. things to 'go into the process 
He said only the most sue- that go unnoticed. 
cessful coaches are reward• "A lot of times what 
ed.with the opportunity. and • people have to realize. is 
in his case, it's a result of that the best player at a par­
having solid support and ticular school doesn't get 
great players. picked because he might be 
- ' 'I've been blessed to the third- our fourth-best at 
have an administration that that position and maybe the 
has been willing to do the second- or third-best player 
things to make us success- gets picked becau~e you 
ful .'' Bruney said. ·'I've have to fill a need. 
also had a great staff with • ·we try to be as fair as 
great continuity.'· we can ... 
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OVAC All-Star rosters set 
• Bruney, Batton announce players for July 24th game at Wheeling Island 
By SETH STASKEY ~lated for 7: 15 p.m. 
Times Leader Sports Editor THE OHIO roster features 2 l players 

Bruney and his staff rewarded those picks 
and took all three players for the game. 

Taylor Brown. Aaron Silverio and Ellis 
Brown will represent the Tigers. 

. , . who were members of teams. which qual-
The star~ ot the Ohio Val!ey Athletic ified for the postsem,on. 

Conference are prepared to shme. _,..,. _ Bruney. who is coaching in the 
The annual Rud_y Mumley C Mumley Classk fm the fifth ,;me 

OVA~ ~11.-Star Charity Football i ..... ~ in his career and is undefeated in 
Clas~1c 1s JU'it three weeb awa)' ' , , \ the game. took his maximum 

Bridgeport had a season to remember. 
posting an undefeated regular season and 
advancing to the Region 23 title game. 

The Bulldogs' also had three seniors 
garner all-Ohio accolades and all three 
will suit up for the Buckeye State. The 
twin brother combination of Curt and 
Chris Smelley will be joined by versatile 
speedster Garrett Price. 

and 1n two w~eks. the pl ayer_~ ~M ¼., ',j't;f.~ four players who wore the Rider 
and coaches will report for their ~~~~ hor~eshoe on the helmet last fall. 
week-long camp at Bethany ~~~ The Rider contingent is com­
Colle~e. pri~ed of Casey Bain. Jack Beavers. 

Oh1o_h~a? coach Dave Bruney and Bobby Dayton and Mike Rose. 
West V1ripnia head coach Mark Batton The Shadyside Tigers advanced to the 
hav~ finali_zed their roste:s for the game. Division VI state championship game and 
which wIII once again be held at had three players earn all-Ohio accolades. 
Wheeling Island Stadium with kickoff 

Steubenville has been the OV AC's pre­
mier program for the better part of two 

e OVAC------
Continued from Page C1 

decades and each year the Ohio staff tries to load up on 
Big Red graduates. 

This year's team is no different as Bruney selected the 
maximum four Big Red representatives. 

Versatile skill player Anthony Pierro is joined by three 
linemen, including Mason Campbell, John Eckroth and 
Willie Pruitt. 

St. Clairsville - a Division IV playoff entrant a season 
ago - will have three representatives on the squad. 
Quarterback Zach Kinnick will be joined by Joe Zebbs 
and Zak Stiles. 

East Liverpool, which qualified for the playoffs, was 
.the recipient of three selection. The Potters, who defeated 
Martins Ferry during the regular season, will send Kody 
Edwards, Willie Leavell and Josh Thompson to Bethany 
College. 

Edison, which had a turnaround season under Mike 
McKenzie, received two bids to the team. Johnny Byers 
and Mark Rogers will both be suiting up for the Buckeye 
State. 

Frontier also earned two representatives to the team. 
Standout quarterback Cody Fickiesen and Jacob Brunoni 
were chosen: 

The balance of the Buckeye State roster is comprised 
of: Kyle Blanchard {Harrison Central), Caleb Gunn 
{Cambridge), Brent Kirk (Buckeye Local), Tyler Kurtz 
(Barnesville), Devonte McGhee (Toronto), Cody Morris 
(Caldwell), Trevor Mourer (Meadowbrook), Niko Otto 
(Indian Creek), Marcus Schumacher (Monroe Central), 
Bernie Thompson (Union Local), Josh Tolliver (Bellaire) 
and Tanner Wright (River). 

THE WEST VIRGINIA squad, which prevailed in 
last year's game, has once again loaded up with the big­
school talent, including seven players from the OVAC's 
latest additions of Parkersburg South, Morgantown and 
University. • 

Throw in the fact that Batton brought along his allotted 
four players from a Blue Eagles' team, which won the 
Class AA state championship. 

The Blue Eagles, who posted a 14-0 record, will be 
represented by quarterback Justin Fox, Cameron Benson, 
Traeh Keller and Matt Riggs. 

Brooke, which played for the Class AAA state title for 
the second straight season, has three of its players in this 
year's game. Those include: Joey DiNardo, Ryan Lazear 
and Anthony Pederson. 

Wheeling Central, which won the Class A state cham­
pionship, received four spots on the squad. Those went to 
McKenzie Peluchette, John Duplaga, Tyler Jacovetty and 
·Marcus Clifford. 

• Bishop Donahue, which won the OV AC Class I-A title 
and was ousted by Central in an epic playoff game, is rep• 
resented by Jordan Angalich, Ryan Jones and Kaleb 
Kucera. 

John Marshall had three of its players chosen. 
The Monarchs selected for the game include: Michael 

Berardi, Logan Martin and Chris Williams. 
Wheeling Park, meanwhile, had two players picked for 

the game. Alex Schramm and Zach Morris will suit up 
representing the Patriots. Linsly, which had a strong sea­
son last fall, also had two players picked. Those are Phil 
Aerie and Demetrius Youngblood. 

·Madonna, which has been one of the area:s most suc­
cessful programs over the past few seasons, has two rep­
resentatives in Connor Arlia and Chris Eloi. 

Oak Glen had three of its players picked, including 
Cory Evans, Chance Rowland and Shane Koper. 

• Morgantown and University, which are newcomers to 
the game, will send a combined six players to Wheeling. 

The Mohigans chosen include: Jared Adrian, Joey 
Musick, Anthony Gutta and David Stanton. 

The Hawks, who will play in the game, include: 
Demetrius Dixon and Sterling ~pringgate. 

The remainder of the Mountain State roster includes: 
Dan Heupp (Weir), Boone Kehrer (Tyler Consolidated), 
Tanner Whyte (Cameron), Jeff Kidder (Parkersburg 
South) and Davie Stiver (Valley). 

See, OVAC, Page C2 



Hatton, Hruney 
To Coach OV AC 
All-Star Game 

B,· SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 
MARTINS FERRY -

Prep football ~cason is 
seven month~ a\\ a\'. How­
C \er. the Rudy ~tumley 
OV AC All Star Charity 
Football Cla~sic prepara­
tion-; arc well under wav. 

Magnolia"s Mark Baiton 
and Martin, Ferry's Dave 
Bruney have accepted i nvi­
tation~ to ,ave as the We:-.t 
Virginia and Ohio head 
coachc,. respectively., for 
the game. which is sched­
uled~for Sunday. July 24 .it 
Wheeling hland Stadium. 

Batton .ind the Blue 
Eagle, entered the 20 I 0 
-;ea~,on with high expecta­
tion, and didn't disappoint. 

The veteran coach led 
Magnolia to the We~t Vir­
ginia Class AA ,tate cham 
pionship and a perfect 14-
0 ,eason along the way. 
including an OV AC Cla~s 
3A title. 

• • 1 get a great feelin!! 
ju~t 1hink111g about la•tt 
season c,cry day:· Batton 
said ... What a !!rcat wa v to 
lop it off b/ coaching 
(West Virginia) in the 
OVAC All-Star Game.'. 

Thi, i-; Batton and the 
Blue Ea!!le-;' second time 
coaching the game. They 
la:-t did it in 2007 and nar­
rowly fell to Ohio when 
Nick Rocchio found 
Steubcnvilk', Maurice 
Bougard for a game-win 
ning~touchdown late in the 
contt:sl. 

"Our coaching staff i, 
excited to he a part of it 
agam ... Batton said . .. We 
kind of 1-.nc\\ after we won 
the OVAC that we'd be 
~elected. 

.. It· s just ,i great honor 
to hc d1n~cn ... 

Unlil-.c the la,1 11mc he 
coached in the game. BJt 
ton will have four addi­
tional schools from which 
to choose players. Parkcr,­
burg South. Morganlown. 
Universit\' and Hundred 
ha\'c all jl;llled the confer 
ence 1n lhc la),! few )Cars. 

"Having t\~\\er ,chool, 
to choo,e from ha, al\\ avs 
hindered (W.Va.). but 
wc·ve added some excel­
lent program~ \\ ith excel­
lenl coaches ... Batton ),aid. 
"When \'C>U·\'e !!Ol more 
,c:hools. 'vou·vc -;_,ot more 
good players and-that wa), 
evident last vcar. .. 

However. with more 
,chooh from which to 
choo,c. the ,dcc:tion 
prol'c,, become, even 
more challen!!1m.:. 

.. Pick in!! the ~entire rm­
ter i, tough when you ·re 
limited to 3~ players ... 
B.itton ),Jid. " We reali1.c 
we m:1v be ovcrlookino 
,omc kids. but since vou ·r~ 
limited. ,omeone 1, '!!oin!! 
to get left out. we·-11 sit 
down and !!O o,•cr who fil'i 
into our ~,cheml'' hoth 
offensively and defen:-ive-
11 and spend some time 
t,tl~}ng to the other coach 
e),. 

One of the ht!! reward, 
to coachin!! the !!71me I), the 
ab1litv to- taf..c a qrong 
numbc'r of your own play':. 
ers. That ,:ould he a), hi!! a 
problem a, it ,s a luxur/ 

·-rd like to take all of 
my ,cn1or),. but that·, 
impo"ihle ... Hat1011 ),Jid. 
·we · 11 ,11 down and ,ce 

..,_ hu fih the hc, t.'. 
!Litton could elect to 

bring hi, own quartcrback 
if he ,o chome, . Ju),tin 
Fo.\ \\a), a four-vcar ,tarter 
ro1 the l:llue Eag'lcs. 

"Being able to (po~si­
bly) bring your own quar­
terback 1s really a nice lux­
ury ... Batton said. "Hav­
in!! Justin with us b like 
bringing an additional 
coach because he know~ 
the offen!>e ~o we11.·· 
■ Bruney led the Purple 

Riders to an 8 2 regular 
~eason and trailed the Blue 
Eagles by just percentage 
points in the OV AC Class 
3A title chase. The Purple 
Riders again qualified for 
the Division I\' poshea 
~on. but they were bounced 
in the first round by Camp­
bell Memorial. 

This marks the sixth 
time Bruney will coach in 
the annual !!ame. He wa~ 
offered the po~ition 2007 
but turned it down. 

When approached thi~ 
time. Brunev con~1dered 
the opportunity to coach 
the game in a fifth differ­
ent decade. which made 
his decision even ea!,ier. 

··1 thrnk it", pretty neat 
to have the )ongevity to be 
able to be involved with 
hi~ game that many 
times." Bruney ~aid. "I 
imagine this would be my 
last go-around. but you·11 
ncv er ~a" never.·· 

Bruney ha), previou!>ly 
coached the Ohio star!> in 
1979. '83. ·99 and 2003. 
Counting the I 969 game 
when Brunev was an Ohio 
co-captain. this marks his 
sixth different time 
involved with the game. 

With Brunev at the helm 
or on the field. Ohio i~ 
undefeated 111 the game. 

··we·rc undefeated pri­
marily because we've had 
better players than West 
Virginia each of those 
time~:· Brunej ,aid. "The 
laq time we did (the 
game). it wa~ close. and 
I'm not !>Ure West Virginia 
isn ·1 equal to or better than 
(Ohio) potentially ... 

The Mountain State is 
coming off a decisive vic­
tory la),t sea .. on and with 
the OVAC', expan~ion 
into Morgantown. West 
Virginia still has fewer 
,chooh lo pid from. but 
it ·s got the six largest 
).Chool, in the conterence. 

··1 thinf.. the competi­
tivcne),~ b a good thing for 
the game .•• ~Bruney said. 
"Ohio i<. definitely not the 
clear fa\'orite anymore like 
it used to be." 

Bruney will be joined at 
Bethany College for camp 
by hh entire coaching staff 
a1 Martins Ferry. 

· ·y..;e·ve got some guys 
who vc not done the game 
before and they're excit­
ed.'. he ,aid. "Some of 
our assistants weren ·1 able 
to (coach) the last time we 
were offered. but they·11 
all be there thi, time.·· 

The Purple Riders· staff 
will receive the nomination 
information in the coming 
days and will begin imme: 
diately picking its team. 

•• 11·), a tough task to 
pid the team~·· Bruney 
,aid. ··A lot of times. the 
be .. t players from one 
school aren ·1 go111g to get 
picked. but s<>me<>ne eT,e 
would because vou·vc got 
to take other po(itions into 
consideration . 

"We knO\\ how much 
thi\ game means to the 
kids in our immediate ar<!a . 
but we aho know you 
can·t make everyone 
happ), and some feelings 
will get hurt. That's the 
toughest part .•• 
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All-Star 
Players 
Revealed 
W.Va., Ohio rosters 
chock full of talent 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 

WHEELING - The stars of the 
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
are prepared to shine. 

The annual Rudy Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic is just three weeks away 
and in two weeks. the players and 
coaches will report for their week­
long camp at Bethany College. 

Ohio coach Dave Bruney and 
West Virginia coach Mark Batton 
have finalized their rosters for the 
game. which will be held at 7: 15 
p.m. July 24 at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 

The Ohio roster features 2 I 
players who were members of 
teams which qualified for the post­
season. 

Bruney. who is coachin~ in the 
Mumley Classic for the fitth time 
and is undefeated in the game. took 
his maximum four plavers who 
wore the Purple Riders horseshoe 
on the helmet last fall. 

The Riders contingent is com­
prised of Casey Bain. Jack 
Beavers. Bobby Dayton and Mike 
Rose. 

The Shadyside Tigers advanced 
to the Division VI state champi­
onship game and had three players 
earn all -Ohio accolades. Bruney 
and his staff rewarded those picks 
and took all three players: Taylor 
Brown. Aaron Silverio and Ellis 
Brown. 

Bridgeport had a season to 
remember. posting an undefeated 
regular season and advancing to 
the Region 23 title game. 

The Bulldogs also had three sen­
iors gamer all-Ohio accolades and 
all three will suit up for the Buck­
eye State. The twin brother combi­
nation of Curt and Chris Smelley 
will be joined by versatile speed­
ster Garrett Price. 

Steubenville has been the 
OVAC's premier program for the 
better part of two decades and each 
year the Ohio staff tries to load up 
on Big Red graduates. 

This year's team is no different 
as Bruney selected the maximum 
four Big Red representatives. 

Versatile skill player Anthony 
Pierro is joined by three linemen. 
including Mason Campbell. John 
Eckroth and Willie Pruitt. 

St. Clairsville - a Division IV 
playoff entrant a ~eason ago -
will have three representatives on 
the squad. 

See, Rosters. Page 84 
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Quarterback Zach Kin­
nick will be joined by Joe 
Zebbs and Zak Stiles. 

East Liverpool. which 
qualified for the playoffs. 
was the recipient of three 
~election~. The Potters 
wi ll send Kody Edwards. 
Willie Leave\! and Josh 
Thompson to Bethany 
College. 

Edison. which had a 
turnaround season under 
Mike McKenzie. received 
two bids to the team. 
Johnny Byers and Mark 
Rogers will both be suit­
ing up for the Buckeye 
State. 

Frontier al~o earned 
two representatives. 
Standout quarterback 
Cody Fickiesen and Jacob 
Brunom were chosen. 

The balance of the 
Buckeye State roster is 
comprised of Kyle Blan­
chard (Harrison Central). 
Caleb Gunn (Cambridge). 
Brent Kirk (Buckeye 
Local). Tyler Kurtz (Bar­
nesville), Devonte 
McGhee (Toronto). Cody 
Morris (Caldwell). Trevor 
Mourer (Meadowbrook). 
Niko Otto (Indian Creek). 
Marcus Schumacher 
(Monroe Central). Bernie 
Thompson (Union Local). 
Josh Tolliver (Bellaire) 
and Tanner Wright 
(River). 

The West Virginia 
squad. which prevailed in 
last year's game. has once 
again loaded up with the 
big-school talent. includ­
ing seven players from 
the OV AC's latest addi­
tions of Parkersburg 
South. Morgantown and 
University. 

Throw in the fact that 
Batton brought along his 
allotted four players from 
a Blue Eagles team. 
which won the Class AA 
state championship. 

The Blue Eagles. who 
posted a 14-0 record. will 
be represented by quarter­
back Justin Fox. Cameron 
Benson. Traeh Keller and 
Matt Riggs. 

Brooke. which played 
for the Class AAA state 
title for the second 
straight season. has three 
of its players in this 

year· s game. Those 
include Joey DiNardo. 
Ryan Lazear and Anthony 
Pederson. 

Wheeling Central. 
which won · the Class A 
state championship. 
received four spots on the 
squad. Tho'>e went to 
McKenzie Peluchette. 
John Dupl aga. Tyler 
Jacovetty and Marcus 
Clifford. 

Bishop Donahue. 
which won the OVAC 
Class A title and was 
ousted by Central in an 
epic playoff game. is rep­
re sen te d by Jordan 
Angalich. Ryan Jones and 
Kaleb Kucera. 

John Marshall had 
three of its players cho­
sen: Michael Berardi. 
Logan Martin and Chris 
Williams. 

Wheeling Park. mean­
while. had two players 
picked for the game. Alex 
Schramm and Zach Mor­
ris will suit up represent­
ing the Patriots. 

Linsly. which had a 
strong season last fall. 
also ~had two players 
picked: Phil Aerie and 
Demetrius Youngblood. 

Madonna. which has 
been one of the area· s 
most successful programs 
over the past few seasons. 
has two representatives in 
Connor Arlia and Chris 
Eloi. 

Oak Glen also had 
three of its players 
picked. including Chance 
Rowland. Cory Evans and 
Shane Koper. 

Newcomers Morgan­
town and University will 
send a combined six play­
ers to Whe·eling. 

The Mohigans chosen 
include Jared Adrian. 
Joey Musick. Anthony 
Gutta and David Stanton. 

For the Hawks it will 
be Demetrius Dixon and 
Sterling Springgate. 

The remainder of the 
Mountain State roster 
includes Dan Heupp 
(Weir). Boone Kehrer 
(Tyler Consolidated). 
Tanner Whyte 
(Cameron). Jeff Kidder 
(Parkersburg South) and 
Davie Siver (Valley). 



Ohio Staff 
Put Much 
Thought 
Into Lines 
Bruney uses familiar 
blueprint for units 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - In all-star games 
lme play on both \ides of the ball • • • 
mally the key. is nor-

Such wa~ the ca,e a year ago when 
West V1rgin1a defeated Ohio in the 
annu~I Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Ch~ity Foot?.all Cla\s1c. 
. hen he sat down with his coaching 
staff to .\elect the 20 I I Ohio squad 
~oac~ Dave Bruney had last year·~ 
game m the back of his mind • 
... Barring a lot of turnovers' and penal-

ties. then blocking and tackling are usu­
ally 1~7 keys to winning football at ~ny 
l_eve_L Bruney said. --we want to be 
rnnsistent blockers down after d 
because If you're persistent vou own 
know whe • . • , never 

~ you re gomg to breal... one ... 
. "fhe Ohto coaching staff picked ver­

\~tlle lrnemen who stood out on both 
~1_des o~ the ball for the annual all-star 
game._ slated for Sunday. July 24 at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

It also found a solid mixture of size 
and athleticism. • 

--we·ve -~ot some physical kids with 
~ood kf~et. Bruney said. --we·ve got 
some _ids who were ,tandout wre<;tler.'.. 
which is a big plu,. We've got a lot of 
guys between 230 and 270 (pounds) 
who are pretty athletic:· • • 

!-¾er_e is a capsule look at the Oh. 
oflens1ve and df"ff"n,ive linemen: 
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MASON • CAMPBELL, 
Steubenville - This standout line­
man was a three-year mainstay for 
Coach Reno Saccoccia's team. 

The 6-1. 255 -pounder helped 
anchor the offensive line. which led 
to impressive offensive numbers. 

For his work. Campbell earned 
first-team all-Eastern District, sec­
ond-team all-Ohio. all-Valley and a 
Block of Granite Award. 

Mason. the son of Wayne and 
Marjorie Campbell. is undecided 
about his college plans. 

BOBBY DAYTON, Martins 
Ferry - This former Purple Rider 
had one memorable senior cam. 
paign for Bruney. 

As a defensive end. the 6-0. 
I85-pounder accumulated 27.5 
sacks in the season. which estab­
lished a new Martins Ferry and 
Buckeye 8 single-sca1-.on record. 

Dayton wa~ named first- team 
all -Ohio and was the Eastern Dis­
trict's Defensive Player of the Year 
in Division IV. He-was also all ­
OVAC, all-Buckeye 8. all-Times 
Leader and all-Valley. 

Bobby. who plans on attending 
OU-Eastern. is the son of Robert 
and Kathy Dayton. 

.JOHN ECKROTH, 
Steubenville - This standout 
defem,ive lineman was a force at 
nose guard in his one season play­
ing for Saccoccia at Big Red. 

The 6-2. 240-pounder finished 
his prep career with 1 39 tackles 
and IO sacks. He had two forced 
fumbles and recovered four fum­
bles in 22 games starting. which 
included his career at Harrison 
Central. 

Eckrolh was firsl•team all• 

OV AC and all-Eastern District. 
Eckrolh was also a standout in 

wrestling, winning the OV AC title 
'as a junior and finishing second last 
season. 

John. the son of Sandy Dorm 
and John Eckroth of Wintersville, 
is planning on attending West Lib­
erty. 

KODY EDWARDS, East Liv­
erpool - This standout offensive 
lineman was a key cog for former 
coac;h Mark Asher's Potters. 

The 6-2, 260-pounder anchored 
the offensive line at the center spot. 

Edwards was a first-team all-dis­
trict, all-OV AC and all-Quad 
County pick. He was a second­
team all-Ohio selection. 

Along with football. Edwards 
was a standout in baseball and 
wrestling. 

Kody, the son of Kim Creaturo 
and Keith Edwards, plans on 
attending Waynesburg University. 

CALEB GUNN, Cambridge -
This former Bobcat earned four let­
te·rs for Coach Rick Goodric:h 's 
team. 

The 5-10, 220-pounder excelled 
on the offensive and defensive 
lines. He was a center on offense 
and tackle on defense where he 
accumulated 53 tackles. 

Gunn was a first•team all­
Ohioan, all-Eastern District, all ­
OV AC, all-ECOL choice and wa~ 
the ECOL Lineman of the Year. 

Along with football. Gunn was a 
standout in wrestling where he won 
the OV AC 215-pound title as an 
unseeded wrestler this past Janu­
ary. 

Caleb, the son of Carrie Ann and 
Keith Gunn of Kimbolton. is unde­
cided about his future plans. 

_ JA<;~ BEAVERS, Martins Ferry 
This rugged two-way lineman was 

one of the keys to the success of the 
Purple Riders offense. 

The_ 6-foot- I. 220-pounder ·was a 
two-way _tackle for Bruney and excelled 
on both .'.Ides of the ball 

Jack is the son of iack and Penny 
Beavers. 

'f AYLOR BROWN, Shadyside _ 
~his former 'figer caused all sorts of 
havoc from his defensive end spot Ja,t 
season. ·' 

T_he 6-1 • l 85-pounder lined up ri­
m~nly a-; a defensive end and finisged 
~1th 20 sacks and l I 9 tackles. He 
forced a fumble and recovered four oth­
er~. He also blocked two kicks and 
deflected two passes. 
. He saw spot duty on offense. As a 

tight end. he caught seven passes for 
160 yard_s a~~ three touchdowns. 
. For ~1 s t I ne season. Brown was 

named first-team all-Ohio. He was first­
team_ all -Eastern District. all-OV AC 
all-Times Leader and all-Valley • 

Taylor. w~o plans on attending Bel­
man~ Tech.meal College. is the !>On of 
Lorrie Davis and Gilbert Brown. 

Please See LINES. Pa[?e 16 

WILLIAM PRUITT, 
Steubenville - This former Big 
Red two-way lineman was a multi­
year standout for Saccoccia's team. 

Playing at guard and defensive 
tackle, the 6-0, 260 pounder was a 
team captain. He was also named 
all-Eastern District, and one of the 
IO Blocks of Granite and received 
the Calvin Jones A ward. 

William, who will attend Robert 
Morris, is the son of Brian and 
Loretta Pruitt. 

AARON SILVERIO, Shady­
side - This Tiger mainstay was 
one of the key cogs in a talented 
offensive line for Coach Mark 
Holenka's squad. 

The 6• l, 260-pounder graded 
out at 90 percent blocking and 
defensively he recorded 70 tackles, 
a safety and four fumble recover­
ies. 

As a senior. Silverio was named 
first-team all-Ohio, first-team all­
Eastern District. all-Times Leader, 
all-OVAC and all-Valley. 

He was also a standout in 
wrestling, winnini the OV AC 285-
pound title and finishing fourth in 
the state of Ohio. 

Aaron, who·wm wrestle at West 
Liberty University, is the son of 
Rich and Judy Silverio. 

ZAK STILES, St. Clairsville 
- This two-way standout played a 
key role for Coach Brett McLean's 
squad. 

The 6- 1, 245-poi,mder played 
defensive t!nd and offensive guard 
for the Red Devils. 

He had 22.5 sacks, 64 tackles. 
an interception and eight quarter­
back hurries. 

He was named first-team all ­
Eastern District, all-OV AC and 

was a finalist for the WTOV-9 
Blocks of Granite. 

Stiles was also a letterman in 
basketball for the Red Devils. 

Zak. who plans on attending 
Waynesburg University. is the son 
of Bruce and Leslie Stiles of 
Bethesda. 

JOHN THOMPSON, East Liv­
erpool - This former Potter was a 
standout defensive lineman for 
Asher's squad. 

The 6-0. 240-pounder recorded 
34 tackles. including two for loss 
and 1.5 sacks. 

For his efforts. he was namc.d 
first -team all-Quad County and 
second-team all-OVAC. 

Along with football. Thompson 
was active in thespians and was the 
president of the Outdoor Adventure 
Club. 

John. who is planning on attend­
ing Waynesburg University. i!. the 
son of John and Deneen Thomp­
son. 

JOSH TOLLIVER, Bellaire -
This former Big Red was a two­
way force for Coach Jose Davis' 
team. 

The 6-2. 208-pounder was a 
force on the defensive line and 
earned all-Eastern District and all­
Ohio honors for his efforts. He was 
also named all-OVAC and all­
Times Leader. 

Along with those honors. Tolliv­
er received the Todd Bales Memor­
ial Award and the Claire Cribbs 
and Philip Chase Award~. 

Tolliver was also a standout in 
basketball and lettered in track and 
fi<::ld for the Big Reds. 

Josh, who will attend Waynes­
burg University. is the son of Bish• 
op Michael and Patricia Tolliver. 
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Bruney selects Ohio backs 
for OVAC gridiron classiG;t ; ? 

By SETH $TASKEY the ball. the 6-0. 175 year member of the ol cj 
Times Leader Sports Editor pounder made 44 tack.le~ Varsity Board. 

When Dave Bruney and 
hi., Ohio coaching staff ~at 
down to choose their back.­
fi eld. their approach wa, 
simple . 

.. We were looking for 
guys who fit our per~onali ­
t y (at Martin~ Ferry):· 
Bruney ~aid. 

The Purple Rider .... who 
.,hiftcd to more of a spread 
attack thi, past ,eason. 
went after quarterbacks and 
runn1n!! bacb who were 
ver.,atile kind of players. 

And Brune} i~ confident 
thcv·vc found them as the 
annual Rud) Mumley 
OV AC A II-Star Charity 
Football Classic. which 1s 

slated for Sunday. July 24 
at Wheclin!! Island 
Stautum. inch,.<c1o~cr. 

.. We ha,c a number of 
thin!!.s we want to do offen­
sively. but we can't go in 
thinking we'll just be able 
to run the ball exclu'iively 
or throw it exclusivelv:· 
Bruney said ... I think we~ve 
got two quarterbacks who 
can nm and throw well and 
our backs are good. physi­
cal pht}ers with good speed 
and elusiveness:· 

Slated to battle in camp 
for the quarterback job . 
which opens on July I 7. 
are St. Clairsvillc·s Zach 
Kinnick and Frontier·s 
Corey Fickiesen. 

Tidcted for running 
back duties arc: Martins 
Fcrrv ·s Cascv Bain. 
Meadowhrook·'s Trevor 
Mourer and Bridgeport's 
Chris Smellev. 

Herc is a capsule look at 
the backfield 

CASEY BAIN. Martins 
Fern- - This former 
Purple Rider running back 
was a workhorse this past 
season for Bruney·s -;quad. 

Bain ran the hall 2 I I 
times for 1.258 yards and 
15 tochdowns last fall. He 
abo hJd 20 catchc,; for 236 
y,m•, and l"'-O more <;core .... . 

< ,n the <lefen,;ive side of 

and had five interceptions. Zach. who plans on 
Bain was a fir~t-team all- attending Ohio University 

OV AC. all-Eastern D1stnct. Eastern. 1s the son of Mike 
all-Times Leader and all- and Judy Kinnick. 
Buckeye 8 performer. TREVOR MOURER, 

Case; r, the son of Meadowbrook - This 
Matthew and Tina Bain. former Colt was a two-way 

COREY FICKIESEN. ~tandout for head coach 
Frontier - This Cougar<;· Jesse Wells. 
quarterback put forth a-bril - The 6- 2. 215 pounder 
liant career running Tod<l was a 'itandout at defcn<;1ve 
Brauford·~ offen~e. end ,md fullback.. 

The 6-ft-5. 190 pounder On the defensive side of 
accounted for 82 touch the hall. Mourer was 
down~ dunng his career. He impre).s1ve with 71 tackles 
pas~ed for 59 touchdowns and eight sacks. He aver­
and 6.587 yards in his aged nearly five yards per 
career. He was abo a boni- rush. 
fied threat on the ground He wa,; the ECOL 
with 1.340 yards ru-;hing Defensive Lineman of the 
and 23 touchdowns. Year and was also named 

For his fine senior cam- first-team all- OY AC as 
paie:n. Fickiec:en wa<; well a<; Meadowbrook'~ 
nan1cd all-PVC. all-OVAC. Dcfe n~i"' c Pl aver o f the 
all-Eastern District and spc- Year. • 
cial mention all-Ohio. Trevor. who plans on 

Along with football. attending Mt. Union. is the 
Fickiesen was a standout in ~on of Tim and Toni 
basketball. Mourer. 

Corey. who is the son of CHRIS SMELLEY, 
Brad and Kristle Fickiesen Bridgeport - This former 
of Reno. will attend Bulldog had a career sec­
Ashland University to play ond to none in his alma 
football. mater· s hi~tory under the 

ZACH KINNICK, St. guidance of head coach 
Clairsville - This former Rudy Vavrock. 
Red Devil had a brilliant The 6-0. 234 pounder 
career at quarterback for finished his prep days with 
Coach Bretl McLean·s 4.329 yards and 67 touch-
team. down~. 

The 6-0. 180 pounder After his senior season. 
had an impressive senior Smelley was named first­
sea~on. which led to first- team all-district. third-team 
team all-Ohio honors. He all-Ohio. first- team all­
passed for 2.409 yards and OV AC. all-Valley and all-
20 touchdown~. On the Times Leader. He was also 
ground. he po~ted 486 a top five finalist for the 
yards and IO touchdowns. Big 22 award. 

Kinnick wa~ the Division Smelley was active in 
IV Eastern District school as well. He ' s a 
Offensive Plaver of the member of the National 
Year. He was all-OVAC. Honor Society. Student 
all -Buckeye 8. all-Valley Council. JETS. TAPP and 
and all Times Leader. plans to attend West 

Along with football. Liherty University. 
Kinnick ~was a standout on Chris is the son of Dawn 
the Devils· baseball team. Booker and Curt Smelley 
He also excel led in aca- Sr. 
demic~. He's a two-year Staskev en be reached at 
member of the National .uta.~key@timesleadero11fin 
Honor Society and three- e.com 

OVAC seeking 
1956 all-stars 

The Ohio Valley Scott. Dillonvale; Geno Sessi, 
Athletic Conference is St. Clairsville 

Don Sheehan, Mt. Pleasant; 
seeking information on the George Stonovich, Bridgeport: 
men who played in the Dom Tiberio, Steubenville 
I 9 5 6 A 11-S tar Footbal J Catholic and Dean Zitko, Cadiz. 
Game. The conference Coaches Nick Wasylik, St. 

Clairsville and George Strailey, 
needs to know if they are Dillonvale 
living or deceased. If !iv- WESTVIRGINIA 
ing. it needs a current Robert Allen, Cameron; Sonny 
address. ff you can help Ankron . _Union; Bill Beam. 

• Moundsville; Norman Benzo, 
please contact OV AC . Follansbee; Tom Bland, 
Executive Secretary y Wheeling; Chuck Bonar, 
Tom Rataiczak at _.., i~ Moundsville; Cal Burns, 
t @ , Weir; Mike Cheroka, 
om ovac.org. l!'UIT"'o,ot,Allill Linsly·, Melvin Clarke, 

OHIO 
Bill Alford, Wintersville; Follansbee; Neil 
G B II Coleman, Wheeling 

ene e , EaSt Central; Dan Frank, 
Liverpool; Bert Dorsey, Union; John Goodwin, 
East Liverpool ; George w 
Elefteriou. Martins Ferry; Larry arwood: Larry Gryskevich, 
Fellows, Mingo Junction: Tom Weir; Paul Hodyas, Linsly; Bob 
Gardner, Brilliant ; Laurin Jeter. Weir; Duane Mazeska, 
Giannamore, Steubenvile; Bob Wellsburg; Jim Mentzer. 
Greenwood, Barnesville: Tod Follansbee; Ned Pell, Unsly; 
Haberfield, St. John; Don Kuri, Tony Rosso, Weir; Jack 
Bella1r12; Pat Miller, Shadyside; Thayer, New Cumberland; 
B dd M" B • F Woody Taylor, Magnolia; u Y inor. ndgeport: rank Howard Templin, Wheeling ; 
Noble, Dillonvale; Augu5t Isaac Thomas. Weir; Russ Witt. 
Paglialunga, St. Clairsville; Pat Triadelphia; Bruno Wo1tasek, 
Patchen Steubenville Catholic; Wheeling and Rex Yanak, 
Charles Pollock. Sm1thfreld; Jim Union. 
Potts. East Liverpool ; Dave Coaches Jack laBay, 
Reed, St. Cla1rsv1lle: Jay T · 
Sanford, East l1verpool ·, Ron r1adelphia;Doug Stone, 

Follansbee 
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West Virginia quarterbacks Jordan Angalich, left, of f?ishop 
Donahue and Kyle Pytlak of Linsly have always been friends. 

A QB Bond That 
Can't Be Broken 
Angalich, Pytlak 
are friends for life 

By RICK THORP 
Staff Writer 

BETHANY - A few weeks 
ago, Jordan Angalich and Kyle 
Pytlak were at the beach togeth-
er. . 

This week. they're standing 
side-by-side at Bethany College 
preparing for Sunday's 66th 
annual Rudy Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Football Charity Clas­
sic. 

Seeing the pair together 
through the years has been com­
monplace, as the duo grew up 
six houses from each other on 
Seventh Street in Glen Dale 

"We've always been 
friends." Angalich, who starred 
at Bishop Donahue for four 
years. said. "Now, w~·re work­
ing together for the City of Glen 
Dale. It's just a coincidence 
we're both here.•· 

And West Virginia coach 
Mark Batton is happy to have 
them. 

"Kyle and Jordan have really 
come along." he said. "It's 
been fun to watch them. 

"Sunday. they spent a lot of 
time with Coach (Dave) Chap­
man when we got into th_e 
dorm. That shows the maturi­
ty. leadership and dedication 
of those two guys to want to 
spend that extra time and learn 
the system. 

" We 're really tickled with 
these two guys." . 

Both signalcallers enJoyed 
spectacular 20 IO campaigns. 

Angalich threw for 2.406 
yards and 3 3 touchdowns last 

fall as the Bishops advanced to 
the West Virginia Class A play­
offs. All told. he ended up with 
3. 7 7 I yards and 4 I touch­
downs as Bishop Donahue 
advanced to the state semifinals. 

Pytlak. starring for the 
Cadets. threw for 1,570 yards 
in 201 O with 17 touchdowns. 

" We both ended up becom­
ing successful high school quar­
terbacks and it's really fun to 
come out here together and play 
in a game like this." he said 

Pytlak and Angalich have 
many fond memories o~ their 
days playing togethe~ rn the 
neighborhood, throwing the 
football in the yard . etc. For 
them. their time together at 
camp this week is just another 
part of wh_at ther hope will be a 
lifelong friendship. 

Both are expected to get 
plenty of snaps Sunday. but has 
there ever been any type of 
rivalry between the pair? 

·'No:' Angalich said ~mil­
ing. "We'll go out and battle 
and push each other and help 
each other out with the plays." 

With the pair playing at dif­
ferent schools it was tough to go 
watch each other play. Never­
theless. each was updated on the 
other's progress. 

" We'd always call each other 
or text each other to see how we 
did." Pytlak said . " W.e'~e 
grown up together, throwmg m 
the backyard. working out and 
stuff.'· . 

West Virginia University 1s 
the next step for Angalich and 
Pytlak. 

• 'We' re going to be suitem­
ates." Pytlak said .. "~e have a 
lot of great memories. 
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Bruney 
Spans 
Times 
Martins Ferry 
coach will guide 
Ohio All-Stars 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - The 
attraction was too much for 
Dave Bruney to resist. After 
turning down the opportunity 
to coach in his fifch Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Classic in 2007. Bruney 
accepted the invitation this 
year. giving him his fifth 
assignment in his fifth differ­
ent decade. 

Throw in the fact that his 
entire coachi~ staff at Mar­
tins Ferry had a desire to 
give it another go-around. 

"We're looking forward 
to it." Bruney said. 

"It's a great event and a 
great honor to be chosen for 
this. Our coaches are excit­
ed." 

In the Mumley Classic 
which is slated for Sunday'. 
July 24 at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. Bruney owns a 4-0 
record as the Ohio head 
coach. 

(Continued from Page 15) 
Bruney·s career hasn't gone 

unnoticed. He was elected to the 
Ohio High School Football 
Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame in 2010. 

Bill earned his bachelor's 
degree from Ohio University and 
his masters degree from the Uni­
versity of Dayton. 

Bill and his wife. Cindy. have 
three children: Craig (30). Mandy 
(28) and Amy (25). Along with football, Bruney 

also coached basketball and track 
during his career in education, 
which came to an end this May 
when he retired as a teacher and 
athletics director. 

Dave and his wife . Cheryl. 
have three children: Zac (29). 
Ashley (27) and Trevor (25). 

BILL BRUNEY - This long­
time Riders defensive coordinator 
has been a member of his broth­
er's coaching staff for the past I 7 
seasons. 

All told. Bill has been coach­
ing football for 37 years. He 
spent a year at Alliance. four 
years at Bridgeport. four years at 
Bellaire and I I years at 
Steubenville. where he was a 
member of the coaching staff 
when Big Red won the I 984 
state championship. 

The l 970 Martins Ferry grad­
uate also coached wrestling. track 
and baseball during his career. 

JOHN BENNETT - This vet­
eran Riders assistant played for 
Bruney. and then after his gradu­
ation from Bethany College. 
returned and has been a member 
of the staff for the past I 8 sea­
sons. 

Bennett is a 1989 graduate of 
Martins Ferry and along with his 
bachelor's degree. he owns a 
masters degree in Administration 
from Ohio University. 

The former Riders baseball 
coach. Bennett currently coaches 
both junior high track and basket­
ball for Ferry. 

John and his wife. Holly. have 
four children - a daughter. Lau­
ren. and sons. Cory. Alex and 
Carter. 

JIM HOOVER - This veteran 
football mind came 10 Bruney·s 
staff eight years ago after serving 
as the head coach at Union Local 
for two seasons. 

Bruney and his staff 
directed the Purple Riders to 
an 8-2 record during the reg­
ular season and a runner-up 
finish in the OV AC Class 3-
A chase to Magnolia. 

Slated to join Bruney at 
Bethany College for all-star 
camp are: Bill Bruney. John 
Bennett. Jim Hoover. Joe 
Mamone, Rich Materkoski, 
Mike Rose. Chas Yoder and 
Nick Stankovich. 

Here's a capsule look at 
the Ohio coaching staff: 

DA VE BRUNEY - This 
veteran Purple Riders head 
·coach has been a coach for 
39 years. the last 33 of those 
spent at his alma mater. 

During that time. Bruney 
has posted an impressive 
2 34-1 09 record. including 
four undefeated seasons. a 
regional championship, a 
regional runnerup. four 
OV AC titles and I I total 
playoff appearances. 

In his one season as the 
head coach at Bridgeport. 
which was 1978. Bruney led 
the Bulldogs to their most 
recent OV AC title. 

Bruney also served on _the 
coaching staff at Martins 
Ferry and Buckeye North 
before accepting a position at 
Marshall University for one 
l.ea~on. 

See BRUNEY, Page 20 . 

Hoover. who is a 1989 gradu­
ate of Buckeye North. played 
football at Eastern Michigan Uni­
versity where he earned his 
degree in 1994. 

Upon returning to the Ohio 
Valley, Hoover coached at Edi­
son for seven years before accept­
ing the Jets job. 

Along with football, Hoover 
has also coached basketball and 
baseball and is currently a track 
coach. 

Jim and his wife. Robyn. have 
been married for I 6 years. The 
couple has three children: Hailee 
( 13), Dalton ( 11) and Trey (7). 

JOE MAMONE - This for­
mer Rider joined the staff of his 
alma mater six years ago. 
Mamone has worked at Martins 
Ferry for seven years as a teacher. 

Along with his football duties. 
Mamone. who is a West Liberty 
State College graduate. is current­
ly an assistant baseball coach and 
has previously coached basket­
ball. 

Joe and his wife. Megan. have 
a daughter. Ella. 

RICH MATERKOSKI - This 
former Bellaire Big Red standout 

joined the Purple Riders coaching 
and teaching staffs six years ago. 

Materkoski, who graduated 
from Bellaire in 1998. earned his 
bachelor's degree in 2004 from 
Ohio University. He completed 
his master's degree in administra­
tion in 20 I 0. 

Along with football. Materkos­
ki is currently the head track 
coach at Martins Ferry and was 
named Eastern District Coach of 
the Year as well as Times Leader 
Boys· Coach of the Year. 

Before arriving at Ferry. 
Materkoski spent time as an 
assistant track coach both at Bel­
laire and Shadyside. 

Materkoski and his wife, Jen­
nifer. recently celebrated their I -
year anniversary. 

MIKE ROSE - This former 
St. John Central standout has 
been coaching football for I 7 
years. 

Of that time, he's spent 13 
years on Bruney's staff. He also 
spent three years as the head 
coach at his alma mater where he 
led the Irish to the 1 999 OV AC 
Class A title as well as the 
school's most recent playoff 

appearance. 
Rose. who has previously 

coached basketball. earned his 
degree al Ohio University. 

Mike and his wife. Jennifer. 
have three children: Mike. who is 
a member of the Ohio squad in 
this year·s game; Meghan and 
Marissa. 

CHAS YODER - This for­
mer Purple Rider completed his 
second season as a member of 
Bruney' s coaching staff last fall. 

Yoder is a 2004 Martins Ferry 
graduate and went on to a stand­
out career at Mt. Union College 
where he was a member of three 
NCAA Division Ill national 
championship teams. 

A former OV AC All-Star play• 
er. Yoder is also currently a 
member of the Riders· wrestling 
staff. 

NICK STANKOVICH - This 
former Rider player j oined the 
coaching staff three seasons ago. 

After his high school career. 
Stankovich attended and played 
for Washington & Jefferson Col­
lege for two seasons. 

Nick also played in the 2004 
OV AC All-Star Game. 
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Bruney likes Ohio wide • receivers 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

When Dave Bruney and his 
rnaching ,taft' met to pick their 
wi de recei vers for the annual 
Rudy Mumley OVAC All -Star 
Charity Football Classic. they 
looked for ver~atilc players. 

Because. in the Martins Ferry 
<;Cherne. which will be imple­
mented "hen Ohio and West 
Virginia clash on Sunday. July 24 
at Wheeling Island Stadium. the 
receivers ~ill need to do more 
than ju-;t catch the ball. 

··we had a number of kid<; to 
choose from. who could play. but 
we wanted unselfish kids who 
were willing to block on running 
down!> and then get the mo~t of 
the opportunities when we want­
ed to throw the baI1.·· Bruney 
said. 

A~ for what the Ohio ,taff put 
together? 

··1 am tickled to death with the 
guys we·ve go1.·· Bruney 
responded. "Wc·ve got relatively 
tall receivers who can run and 
some kids who run great routes to 
get open:· 

• Bruney-
continued from Page B1 

GARRETT PRICE, 
Bridgeport This 
Bulldogs' senior did basi­
cally everything but sell 
popcorn for Coach Rudy 
Vavrock's team last sea­
son. 

The 5~11, 180 pound 
gamebreaker finished with 
22 touchdowns, including 
I I rushing, five receiving, 
four on punt returns and 
two on kick returns. 

He had more than I ,000 
yards of offense as a wide 
receiver. 

Price also had 3 7 tack­
tes and two interceptions. 

For his season, Price 
was named Division VI 
Eastern District Offensive 
Player of the Year and 
firsueam all-Ohio. 

He was also named all­
Times Leader and cap ­
tained the aJI~ Valley team. 

Garrett, who plans on 
attending West Liberty, is 
the son of Michelle Price 
and Gary Price. 

BERNIE THOMP­
SON, Union Local -
This Jets' wide receiver 
defined the term posses­
sion receiver for Coach 
Mark Cisar's squad. 

The 5-8. I 40 pounder 
finished his prep career 
with 192 catches for 
1,854 yards and I I touch­
downs. Included in his 
numbers was a senior sea­
son with better than I 00 
catches. 

He was also solid on the 
defensive side of the ball 
with I 80 tackles and four 
interceptions. 

He was a second-team 
all-Ohio pick this past sea­
son after being named 
first-team all -Eastern 
District. all-Buckeye 8, 
all-OV AC , all-Times 
Leader and aJI-Valley. He 
was also named team 
MVP. 

Bernie, who is the son 
of Shawn and Deana 
Thompson of Be.lmont, 
plans on attending 
Waynesburg. 

Garrett Price. Bridgeport: Bernie 
Thompson. Union Local and 
Marcus Schumacher. Monroe 
Central. 

·•we really think this position 
is a strength for us:· Brunev said. 

Hcre·s a capsule look· at the 
Ohio wide receiver candidates: 

KYLE BLANCHARD. 

Slated to battle for action when 
the teams report to camp Sunday 
at Bethany College are: Kyle 
Blanchard. Harrison Central : 

Harrison Central - This versa­
t i le forl')'ler Hu,ky was a multi ­
year standout for Coach Justin 
Kropka·s squad. 

Logan Huthon. Shadyside: 

It was at quarterback. however. 
where Blanchard left a lasting 
mark. The 6-ft-4. 195 pounder 

MARCUS SCHU-
MACHER, Monroe 
Central - This former 
Seminole had the athleti­
c_ism to play a skill posi­
tion, but moved to the line 
for the good of the team, 
which went to the playoffs 
under the guidance of Jay 
Circosta. 

The 6- I, I 95 pounder 
was a two-way regular for 
the Seminoles. 

In football, Schumacher 
was first-team all-district, 
all-OV AC and all-PVC. 

Along with football , 
Schumacher also shined in 
basketball, earning all-dis­
trict honors and playing in 
the OV AC All-Star game. 

Marcus, who plans on 
attending West Liberty 
University, is the son of 
Andrew and Deana 
Schumacher. 

LOGAN HUDSON, 
Sh~dyside •• This Tiger 
senior was a standout on 
both sides of the football 
as a tight end and line­
backer. 

He was a last-minute 
addition to the squad. 

Staskey can be reached 
at sstaskey@limes/eader-
011/i11e.co111 

ran for 700 jard, and pa,sed for 
1.000 yard, each of the pa~t two 
~ea.,on~. 

His fi ne campaign didn' t go 
unnoticed. B lanchard was fi rst­
team all-OVAC. al l -Buckeve 8. 
second-team al I-Eastern District 
and all-Times Leader. 

Along with football. Blanchard 
was a standout in basketball and 
track. 

Kyle. who ts the son of Bil l 
and Etta Blanchard of Cadiz. 
plans on attending the University 
of Ash land to play football. 

See, BRUNEY, Page 82 



Coaches 
Rely On 
Their Own 
OV AC All-Star Game 
just three days away 

By JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

WHEELING - Players and coaches 
form a special bond during the week 
leading up to the Rudy Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Football Charitv Classic. 

New personalities inake for a fun 
week and exciting experiences, especial­
ly C\ents like Wednesday·~ 25th annual 
George Strager Evening With the Stars. 

But when it gets down to game time 
and preparation. it's all business. That's 
why it is alway~ good to have someone 
you can rely on. 

Photo by Josh Strope 
Nine players were selected as recipients for the George Strager Camp Scholar­
ships Front row, from left, Wheeling Central's McKenzie Peluchette, John 
Duplaga, Tyler Jacovetty, Marcus Clifford, and Wheeling Central coach and ath­
letic director Mike Young. Back row, from left is St. Clairsville athletics director 
Kelly Rine, Caleb Gunn (Cambridge). Joe Zebbs (St. Clairsville), Bernie Thomp­
son (Union Local), Zak Stites (St. Clairsville), and Zach Kinnick (St. Clairsville). 

We~t Vtrginia coach Mark Batton and 
Ohio coach Dave Bruney have just that. 

Batton brought three players from his 
W.Va. Cla~~ AA championship Magno­
ha "quad. while Manins Ferry·s Bruney 
selected four from the Purple Riders. an 
Oh10 playoff panicipant in 201 0. 

..That's the most special pan of it." 
Batton said. "We implement our 
scheme defensively, offensively and 
then you look and see your players 
there. 

"They help, they are your other assis­
tant coaches. We had such a special year 

last year and to get this opportunity to 
coach these three guys cine more week 
and one more game. is priceless to me:· 

Traeh Keller. Sam Shepherd, and 
Matt Riggs all played big parts in the 

Please See OWN. Page 18 

• 
•Batton-------

contim.ied from Page B1 

BOB RIPLEY. - The most tenured member of the 
ilue Eagles coaching staff, this assistant coach has spent 

b
t e last 30 years coaching on the defensive side of the 
all. 

OwN--- - --------------- Ri~Iey - a Newcomerstown graduate - has been 
coach_ing f?otball for 36 years. 

(Continued from Page 17) 
Blue Eag les · dominant 
defen~e and will face 
another big challenge in 
the Ohio squad. 

With We-;t Virginia 
snapping a long losing 
~treak to Ohio last year. 
the Buckeyes will be look­
ing to swing the momen­
tum back their way Sun­
day at Wheel i ng Island 
Stadium. 

In order to do that. 
Bruney turned to his some 
of his own defensive 
standouts - Casey Bain. 
Mike Rose. Jack Beaver~. 

and Bobby Dayton. 
"They certainly have 

been special players for us 
for a number of years.·· 
Bruney said. "All four of 
those kids started at least 
two years and have been a 
part of a rot of winning. 
They deserve this honor. 
We are very, very thankful 
for that.,. 

That kind of knowledge 
of a system can go a long 
way. especially in a week 
where practice could be 
limited with high tempera­
tures. Today's high is 
scheduled to be 96 

degrees with a heat index 
of I 03. 

"They are born leaders 
and that helped attribute to 
our success last year,'· 
Batton said. 

"For them to come out 
and get a victory Sunday 
would just be the icing on 
the cake.'' 

Also recognized 
Wednesday were former 
players from past all-star 
games. cheerleaders and 
the Queen of Queen candi­
dates. 

Every year. the George 
Strager Memorial Camp 

Scholarships are given out 
to players that attended 
the George Strager Camp 
prior to their senior season 
and were selected to play 
in the game. The winners 
this year for Ohio were 
Cambridge's Caleb Gunn, 
Union Local's Bernie 
Thompson. and St. 
Clairsville's Zak Stiles, 
Joe Zebbs. and Zach Kin­
nick. West Virginia's 
recipients were Wheeling 
Central ' s Tyler Jacovetty. 
Marcus Clifford, McKen­
zie Peluchette. and John 
Duplaga. 

C He ~ twice been named Health Plan Big 22 Defensive 
oordinato~ of the Year (2009-10). 

b 
Along with football, Ripley spent six years as head 

asketball coach. 
Ripley. who graduated from West Liberty State 

College. ow~s a ~asters degree from Salem College. 
Bob and h1s wife Jane have three children· Chase Brett 

and Ashton. • • 
~OKE RIGGS - This former Tyler County Red 

Rafidf:T has been a member of the Blue Eagles' coaching 
sta . ,or the past four years. 

Riggs, who was a 1980 OV AC All-Star player la ed 
cofllege ~ootball at Marshall University. He has siiy/ars 
o expenence. 
,, Mar~ and his wife Linda have four children· Ashle 

C-2), Lindsay (20). Matt (18) and Logan (11). Matt · y 
member of the West Virginia squad this year IS a 

JI~ WEST :-- This current Valley Lumberjack assis­
tant will be serving under Batton during the all-star game 
week. -

".Vest has been coaching football for 15 years. All of 
which hav_e been spent at his alma mater. 

After his graduation from Valley. West attended and 
pl~yed football for West Virginia University. He was 
twice ~n all-state_player for the Lumb'erjacks. 

WeSt e~ed his degree in 1993 from wvu. . 
Along with football, West is currently the head base-

h
b~llh cboackh at Valley and has experience coaching J·unior 

1 g as etbal I. 

C 
Jil!l and his wife Levaun have three children: Chase 

ass1dy and Jamey. • 

---

Batton annollnces w.va. coaches 
By SETH STASKEV 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

The players have been 
announced and now the coaching 
staff is set. 

Today. West Virginia head 
coach Mark Batton announced his 
coaching staff for the annual 
Rudy Mumley OVAC All -Star 
Charity Football Classic. which 
will be held on Sunday. July 24 
at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Batton h embarking on hi!. sec­
ond assignment as the Mountain 
State head coach. He last served 
in thb role in 2007 when Ohio 
prevailed in the game·:-. waning 
moments. 

The staff i~ made up primarily 
of Batton·s Blue Eagles· staff. 
which helped produ~ce a l 4-0 

record and a West Vircinia Class 
AA state championship as well as 
the OV AC Class 3-A champi 
onship. 

Joining Batton in Moutaineers· 
camp. which begins at Bethany 
College. on Sunday. July 17 will 
be: Dave Chapman . Dave 
Grandstaff. Bob Ripley. Moke 
Riggs and Jim West. 

Here's a capsule look at the 
West Virginia coaching staff: 

MARK BATTON - This 
former Blue Eagle player ha~ 
continued the top-shelf tradition 
at his alma mater in his 12 years 
as the head coach. 

The 1977 graduate has been a 
member of the Blue Ea!!les· staff 
for 2 5 years and ascended to the 
head coaching position and has 
since posted a 95- 44 record. 

111c:luding the 20 IO West Virginia 
Class AA State Championship. 

Batton. who is a 1981 graduate 
of West Liberty State College. 
was reco!!nized for his brilliant 
14 -0 season. with the 20 I I 
Dapper Dan Man of the Year. He 
was al~o named Bi!! 22 Class 
AAA Coach of the Year and he 
was a finalist for OV AC Coach of 
the Year. He was a Magnolia Life 
Achievement inductee and 
received the 20 IO Dapper Dan 
Special Achievement Award. 

All told. Batton own~ five state 
championship rin)!S. He was a 
member of the coachim! staffs of 
state title teams in bov:-. basket­
ball and boys track anct"field. 

Currently. B,llton serves as the 
Magnolia head softball coach. 

Mark and hi~ wife Vicki have 

been married for 23 years . The 
couple has three children : Abi 
(26). Danielle (22) and Brittany 
( I 9 l. They also have two grand­
chi ldren: Kaleb (6) and Kaiden 
(I). 

DA VE CHAPMAN - This 
former head football coach 
brought professional playing and 
head coaching experience to his 
alma mater"s staff when he was 
hired eight years ago. 

Chapman. a 1980 graduate of 
Magnolia. played four years of 
football at West Virginia Tech 
and then played two seasons for 
the New England Patriot). . 

He completed his degree in 
I 986. He·), been a coach for 17 
year:-,. Of tho:-.e. two were spent at 
Williamstown as the head coach 
when he led it to the Super Six in 

2003 and he also coached for 
three seasons at St. Mary"s. 

Chapman. who was honored 
with the Lifetime Achievement 
Inductee Award at Magnolia. is 
currently the head girls' basket­
ball coach. 

Dave and his wife Pam have 
been married for 1 6 year!-, and 
have two daughters: Mallory ( 15) 
and Kelsi ( 12). 

DA VE GRANDSTAFF -
This lonc:-time Blue E.l!!le aide 
has been a quality member of 
Batton· s coaching staff. 

Grandstaff was a football and 
track standout in his prep days. 
which concluded in 1967. 

Dave and hi ., w i fe M elinda 
have four chil dren : Matt. Paul. 
Rachel and Angela. 

See, BATTON, Page B2 



Batton Caps 
Roster For 
W.Va. Team 
Teams, coaches arrive at 
Bethany College today 

B\· SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 

WHEELING - The We~t Virginia 
squad is ready 10 begin camp. 

Mark Batton announced some of the 
rnndidatcs for linebacker. defensive 
backfield and additional offen~ive play­
ers. as well a, a kicker for the Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Cla~~ic. !\lated 
for Sunday. July 24 at Wheeling hland 
S1adium. 

"We've got a really nice batch of 
linebacl-.er:-. and secondary guys who are 
veterans at the position and not just 
playing there b~ nccc~-.ity :· ~atton. the 
Wc~t Virginia and Magnolia coa~h. 
said. ··overall. \\c·re really happy ¥.1th 
the entire team we·vc put together:· 

The West Vir!!mia ~ide·s defcm,1ve 
unit will 1111:ludc ll couple of guys who 
are quite familiar with the Blue Eagle~ 
,, ~,cm 111 Cameron Benson and Trach 
Keller. 

"A few of our linebackers have 
already played in all-iaar games ~nd 
having guys who know the system 1, a 
bi!! 1-ev for u~ and helping the other 
!!llVS le·arn the~, sten•:· Batton ~aid. 
~ The players report to _camp today at 
Bethany College to begin preparation~ 
for the came. 

Herc ''s a capsule look at the players:. 
CHRIS ELOI. Madonna - Thts 

former Blue Don was a main:-.tay on 
both sides of the ball for Coach Bob 
Kramer's squad the last four seasons .. 

The 6-foot. 185-pounder rushed tor 
582 yards and eight :-.core~ on 76 rushe!> 
last season. He also had nine receptions 
for 197 yards and a score. 

On the defensive side. Eloi lined up 
at line hacker and had 7 3 tad.I es and 
rour interception,. . 

Eloi was a -;econd-lcam all-state pick. 
He was abo fir!>t team All-OV AC. All­
Mason Dixon and All -Valley. 

Alml!! with football. Eloi was active 
in SAD~D. Interact Club and Pro-Life 
Club. He was also a basehall player. 

Chris. who i~ undecided about his 
future plans. is the son of Richard and 
Laura Eloi of Weirton. . 

BOONE KEHRER, Tyler Consoli­
dated - This former Silver Knight 
was a two-wav ace lor Coach Rob Cald­
well's squad the past three seasons. 

The 6-2. 185 pounder lined ~pat 
ticht end and linebacker tor the Knights. 
A\ a senior. he had 18 receptions for 
253 vards. On the other side of the ball. 
he accumulated 99 solo tackles and 26 
assists. He had eight stops for a loss and 
two sacks. 

He was named first team All-OV AC 
and AII-LKC along with honorable 
mention All-State and All -Valley. 

Along with football. Kehrer is a 

See. Roster. Page B2 

ROSTER------------~--
Continued from page BI 

member of the National Honor Soci­
ety. 

Boone. the son of Randy and Kim 
Kehrer of Sistersville. plans on 
attending West Virginia University. 

TRAER KELLER, Magnolia -
This Blue Eagle dandy was a four­
year regular for Batton. 

The 5-9. 170-pounder was a stand 
out on the defensive side at line­
backer. He finished his prep career 
with 232 solo and 355 as,ists. He 
had I 5 sacks. 48 tackles for loss. 5 
forced fumbles and 6 fumble recover­
ies. 2 interceptions. 

The running back ran for 255 yard, 
and six touchdowns last season. 

Keller was named first team All­
State twice and was a three-time first 
team All-OVAC. All-Valley. Dapper 
Dan honoree and a finalist for 
WTOV-9 Defensive Plaver of the 
Year. • 

Traeh. the son of Robin and Jimmy 
Keller. plans on attending West Vir­
ginia University. 

JEFF KIDDER, Parkersburg 
South - This former Patriot was an 
impressive player on both side~ of the 
ball for Jon Bolen\ team. 

The 5-10. 175-pounder ran 120 
times for 840 yard~ and seven touch­
downs. He also caught 14 passes for 
242 yards. As a safety. he recorded 
89 tackles and 15 interceptions in his 
career. 

Kidder was a first team AII -OV AC 
pick. 

Jeff. who plans on attending 
Glenville State. i~ the son of Jeff and 
Debbie Kidder. 

BILLY PERKINS, Brooke -
Thi!> two-way ~,andout wa\ a regular 
for Coach Tom Bruney·~ club the la~t 
several seasons. 

The 5-10. 170-pounder played 
along the offen\ive line and defensive 
line at end. 

He was named honorable mention 
All-Valley and All-OVAC as he 
scored nine touchdowns thi~ season. 

Billy. who abo excel, in baseball. 
i-. planning on attending Glenville 
State. 

KYLE PYTLAK, Linsly - This 
former Cadet will be another vying 
for time at quarterback after putting 
together a big season for Coach B.J. 
Depew·s team. 

The 6-1. I 70-pounder passed for 
1.570 yards and I 7 touchdowns. He 
also ran for a score. 

Pytlak was a first team All-Valley 
and second-team All-OV AC selec­
tion. 

Along with football. Pytlak played 
baseball and track for three years. 

Kyle plans on attending West Vir­
ginia University to study biology. 

NICK ROMITO, Morgantown 
- This former Mohigan will handle 
the placekicking duties for the Moun­
tain Stale after a standout career for 
John Bowers' team. 

The 6-2. 220-pounder was a per­
fect 6 of 6 on field goals and nailed 

all but two of his 64 PA Ts. 
For his efforts. he was named hon­

orable mention All-State and AII ­
OVAC. 

Along with football. Romito w..i, a 
baseball player. 

Nick plans on attending We~, Vir-
2mia Wesleyan. 
- SAM SHEPHERD, Magnolia 
Thi~ two-wav ~tandout cau~ed all 
!sorts of problem~ for oppo:-.ing teams 
under Batton·s watch. 

The 5-10. 170-pounder wa, an 
offem,ive lineman and defensiYc end 
where he accumulated 96 tackle~ and 
eight ~acks hi~ ~enior ,ea~on. 

Sam. who was acli\e in ,tudenl 
council. is planning on attending 
West Virginia University. 

TANNER WHYTE, Cameron 
This former Dra!!on was a tacklin!! 
machine for Coach Jim Rogers· club 
during his career. 

The 5-10. 175-pounder logged 
346 tackles in his career. 

He was All-OVAC. All-Mason 
Dixon and second-team All-Valley. 

Whyte was also a standout in 
wrestling. compiling a 127-29 record 
and winning a state championship. 

Tanner. who plans on ~,ttcnding 
technical college. is the son of Randv 
and Reeda Whvtc of Cameron. • 

RUBIN TINE, Weir - This l ine­
backing ace was a defcnsi vc kadcr 
for Coach Tom Taylor's club. 

The 6-0. 206-pounder was one of 
the team·-. leading tackler~. 



Batton's Magnolia Staff Will Guide W.Va. All-Stars 
Veteran coaching 
2nd OVAC game 

last served in this role in 2007 
when Ohio prevailed in the 
game·s waning moments. 

The staff is made up primari­
I y of Batton·s Blue Eaales· 
staff. which helped prod~ce a 
14-0 record and a West Vir­
ginia Class AA state champi­
onship as well as the OVAC 
Class AAA championship. 

for~er Blue Eagles player has 
continued the top-shelf tradition 
at his alma mater in his I 2 
years as the head coach. 

OVAC Coach of the Year. He 
was a Magnolia Life Achieve­
ment inductee and received the 
20 IO Dapper Dan Special 
Achievement Award. 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - The players 
have been announced and now 
the coaching staff is set. 

Tuesday. West Virginia head 
coach Mark Batton announced 
his coaching staff for the annual 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Charity Football Classic. which 
will be held Sunday. July 24 at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Batton is embarkrnc on his 
second assignment· as the 
tt1ountain State head coach. He 

Joining Batton in Moun­
taineers camp. which begins 
Sunday. July I 7 at Bethany 
College will be: Dave Chap­
man. Dave Grandstaff. Bob 
Riple y. Moke Riggs and Jim 
West. 

The 1977 graduate has been 
a member of the Blue Eagles 
staff for 25 years and ascended 
to the head coaching position 
and has since posted a 95-44 
record. including the 20 IO 
West Virginia Class AA State 
Championship. 

Batton. who is a I 981 gradu­
ate of West Liberty State Col­
lege. was recognized for his 
brilliant 14-0 season. with the 
20 I I Dapper Dan Man of the 
Year. He was also named Big 
2 2 Clas:-. AAA Coach of the 
Year and he was a finalist for 

All told. Batton owns five 
state championship rings. He 
was a member of the coaching 
staffs of state title teams in 
b<?YS • basketball and boys· track 
and field. 

Currently. Batton serves as 
the Magnolia head softball 
coach. 

Mark and his wife. Vicki, 
have been marned for 23 years. 
The couple has three children: 

Here· s a capsule look at the 
We:-.t Virginia coaching staff: 

MARK BATTON - This 

Abi (26), Danielle (22) and 

See ALL-STARS, Page 16 
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(Continued from Page 15) 
Brittany ( I 9). They also 

have two grandchildren: 
Kaleb (6) and Kaiden (I). 

DA VE CHAPMAN -
This former head football 
coach brought professional 
playing and head coaching 
expenence to hi~ alma 
mater's staff when he was 
hired eight years ago. 

Chapman. a 1980 gradu­
ate of Magnolia. played 
four years of footbal I at 
West Virginia Tech and 
then played two seasons for 
the New England Patriots. 

He completed his degree 
in I 986. He's been a coach 
for I 7 years. Of those. two 
were spent at Williamstown 
as the head coach when he 
led it to the Super Six in 
2003 and he also coached 
for three seasons at St. 
Marys. 

Chapman. who was hon­
o red with the Lifetime 
Achievement Inductee 

Award at Magnolia. is cur­
rently the school's head 
girls· basketball coach. 

Dave and his wife. · Pam. 
have been married for 16 
years and have two daugh­
ters: Mallory ( 15) and Kel,;i 
( 12). 

DA VE GRANDSTAFF 
- This long-time Blue 
Eagles aide has been a qual­
ity member of Batton·s 
coaching staff. 

Grandstaff was a football 
and track standout in his 
prep days. which concluded 
in 1967. 

Dave and his wife. 
Melinda. have four chil­
dren: Matt. Paul. Rachel 
and Angela. 

BOB RIPLEY - The 
most-tenured member of the 
Blue Eagles coaching staff. 
this assistant coach has 
spent the last 30 years 
coaching on the defensive 
side of the ball. 

Ripley. a Newcomer-

stown graduate. has been 
coaching football for 36 
years. 

He's twice been named 
Health Plan Big 22 Defen­
sive Coordinator of the 
Year (2009-10). 

Along with football, Rip­
ley spent six years as head 
basketball coach. 

Ripley. who graduated 
from West Liberty State 
College, owns a masters 
degree from Salem College. 

Bob and his wife. Jane. 
have three children: Chase. 
Brett and Ashton. 

MOKE RIGGS - This 
former Tyler County Red 
Raider has been a member 
of the Blue Eagles coaching 
staff for the past four years. 

Riggs, who was a 1980 
OVAC All-Star player, 
played college football at 
Marshall University. He has 
six years of experience. 

Mark and his wife, Linda, 
have four children: Ashley 

(22), Lindsay (20), Matt 
( 18) and Logan ( I I). Matt 
is a member of the West 
Virginia squad this year. 

JIM WEST - This cur­
rent Valley Lumberjack 
assistant will be serving 
under Batton during the all­
star game week. 

West. has been coaching 
football for I 5 years, all of 
which have been spent at his 
alma mater. 

After his graduation from 
Valley. West attended and 
played football for West 
Virginia University. He was 
twice an all-state player for 
the Lumberjacks. 

West earned his degree in 
1993 from WVU. 

Along with football. West 
is currently the head base­
ball coach at Valley and has 
experience coaching junior 
high basketball. 

Jim and his wife. Levaun. 
have three children: Chase, 
Cassidy and 

Bruney Likes His Receivers 
Ohio coach feels WR will 
be position of strength 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

W~EELIN~ - When Dave Bruney 
and ~1s coaching staff met to pick their 
receivers for the annual Rudy Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Charity Football Classic. 
they looked ~or versatile players. 

~ecau~e. m the Martins Ferry scheme. 
which will be implemented when Ohio 
and West Virg_inia clash on Sunday. July 
24 ~t Whe_el1ng Island Stadium. the 
receivers will need to do more than just 
catch the ball. 

""We had a number of kids to choose 
from •. who_ could play. but we wanted 
unself1s~ kids who were willing to block 
on running doi.y~s and then get the most of 
the opportun1t1es when we wanted to 
throw the ba11:· Bruney said. 

~s for w_hat the Ohio staff put together? 
. I am t_i~kled to death with the guys 

w~ ve got. Brun_ey said. " We ·ve got rel­
atively _tall receivers who can run and 
some .. k1ds who run great routes to get 
open. ~ 

Slated to battle for action when the 
teams repon to camp Sunday at Bethany 
College are: Kyle Blanchard. Harrison 
Central; Garrett Price. Bridgeport: Bernie 
Thompson. Union Local and Marcus 
Schumacher. Monroe Central. • 

H_ere·s a ~apsule look at the Ohio 
receiver candidates: 

KYLE BLANCHARD Harrison 
Central ~ This versatile f~rmer Husky 
was a 11:ult1-year standout for Coach Justin 
Kropka s squad. . 

It was at quarterback. however. where 
Blanchard left a lasting mark. The 6-foot-
4. 195-pounder ran for 700 yards and 
passed for I .000 yards each of the, past 
two seasons. 

His fine campaign didn't go unnoticed 
Blanchard was first team AII-OV AC. All~ 
B~ckeye 8. second team all-Eastern Dis­
tnct and All-Times Leader. 

Along with football. Blanchard was a 
standout in basketball and track. 

Kyle. who is the son of Bill and Etta 
Bl~ncha_rd of Cadiz. plans on attending the 
Untversny of Ashland to play football. 

~ARRETT PRICE, Bridgeport -
T~ts Bulldogs senior did basically every­
thrng bu_r sell popcorn for Coach Rudy 
Vavrock steam last season. 
. The 5_-1 I . I 80-pound gamebreaker fin-
1she~ with _22 touchdowns, including 11 
rushing . five receiving. four on punt 
re(urns and two on kick returns. He had 
mor~ than I .000 yards of offense as a 
receiver. 

P~ice also had 37 tackles and two inter­
cepttons. 

· ·we really think this position is a 
strength for us.·· Bruney said. . Please See BRUNEY. Page 24 
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For his season. Price was named 
Division VJ Eastern District Offen­
sive Plaver of the Year and first 
team All:Ohio. He was also ·named 
All-Times Leader and captained the 
AII-Vallcv team. 

Garrett. who plans on attending 
West Liberty. is the son of Michelle 
Price and Gary Price. 

BERNIE THOMPSON, Union 
Local - This Jets receiver defined 
the term possession receiver for 
Coach Mark Cisar"s squad. 

The 5-8. 140-poundet' finished 
his prep career with I 92 catches for 
I .854 yards and 11 touchdowns. 

Included in his numbers was a sen­
ior season with better than I 00 
catches. 

He was also solid on the defen 
sive side of the ball with 180 tackles 
and four interceptions. 

He was a second-team all-Ohio 
pick this past season after being 
named first-team all -Eastern Dis­
trict. all-Buckeye 8. all-OVAC. all­
Times Leader and All-Valley. He 
was also named team MVP. 

Bernie. who is the son of Shawn 
and Deana Thompson of Belmont. 
plans on attending Waynesburg. 

MARCUS SCHUMACHER, 
Monroe Central - This former 

SPORTS 

Seminole had the athleticism to play 
a skill position. but moved to the 
line for the good of the team. which 
went to the playoffs under the guid­
ance of Jay Circosta. 

The 6-1. 195-pounder was a two­
way regular for the Seminoles. 

In football. Schumacher was tirst 
team all-district. All-OVAC and 
All-PVC. 

Along with football. Schumacher 
also shined in basketball. earning 
all-district honors and playing in the 
OV AC All-Star game. 

Marcu~. who plans on attending 
West Liberty University. is the son 
of Andrew and Deana Schumacher. 



Batton 
names 
backs 
·OVAC Game 
set for July 24 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

When it comes to the 
backs on the West Virginia 
squad for the annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Classic. skill doesn't seem 
to be an issue. 

West Virginia and 
Magnolia head coach Mark 
Batton has announced those 
who expect to 

battle . for~ Mi~~ playing~- ;c.~ 
time in the /: 
annual bi- Ml , : ' . : 
state cla~h_. ~ ~~ 
which 1s ~~ Gffi)Y 
slated for ' ·- ' 
Sunday. July 24 at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Along with a vaunted 
stable of running backs. 
which amassed some 5,600 
yards this past season, 
Batton has chosen Bishop 
Donahue'i; Jordan Angalich 
as one of his quarterbacks. 

Magnolia's Justin Fox 
had been chosen and 
accepted. but has since de­
comm ited from the game 
due to his intention of playT 
ing baseball at West 
Virginia University. 

"We like the quarter­
backs we have.'' Batton 
said. "They were leaders on 
their team. they throw the 
ball well and they've got 
nice feet. Plus, they ran 
offenses similar to ours." 

The running backs 
include: Linsly's Phil 
Aerie, Wheeling Central's 
Marcus Clifford. Brooke's 
Ryan Lazear. Wheeling 
Park's Zach Morris, 
Morgantown's Joey 
Musick. Oak Glen's 
Chance Rowland and 
Wheeling Park's Alex 
Schramm. 

"We've got so many 
guys capable of running the 
ball, it's going to be a chal~ 
lenge to get the ball in their 
hands as much as possible," 
Batton continued. "We've 
got nice backs who've got 
good vision, good speed 
and they all ran well out of 
the spread." 

See, OVAC, Page C2 
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Here are a capsule look at the backfield: 
PHIL ACRIE. Linsly - This former Cadet was a 

workhorse in the backfield for Coach B.J. Depew's team 
last season. 

The 5-10, 195 pounder ran for 1.417 yards and 18 
touchdowns and didn't fumble this past season. He aver­
aged 9 yards per carry and finished his career with 3.300 
yards. 

Phil, who plans on attending West Liberty, is the son of 
Edward and Gloria Aerie of Verona, Pa. 

JORDAN ANGALICH. Bishop Donahue - This for­
mer Bishop enjoyed a record-setting season and career for 
Coach John Durines' team. 

The 5-11. 160 pounder passed for 2,406 yards and 33 
touchdowns compared to just five interceptions this past 
season. All told. he accumulated 3. 771 yards and 48 
touchdowns. 

. For his fine season. Angalich was named first-team all­
state. all-OV AC and all-Valley. 

Along with football. Angalich was a standout in base­
ball and basketball. He's a member of the National Honor 
Society and the OVAC Varsity Board. 

Jordan. who plans on attending West Virginia 
University. is the son of Dan and Kim Angalich of Glen 
Dale. 

MARCUS CLIFFORD. Wheeling Central - This 
former Maroon Knight had an impressive season and 
career for Coach Mike Young's club. 

The 5-10, 190 pounder finished his career with 3.500 
yards rushing and 44 touchdowns on the ground. He also 
caught eight touchdowns. Playing at both linebacker and 
safety during his career, Clifford tallied 207 stops. 

Clifford was a two-time all-state selection. all-Valley 
and Big 22 Award winner. . . . .. 

Along with football, Clifford 1s active m peer mm1stry, 
Guts, basketball and track. 

Marcus. who is the son of Christa Clifford of 
Wheeling, plans on attending West Virginia University. 

RYAN LAZEAR, Brooke - This Bruin was a key 
part to the success of the Tom Bruney offense the last two 
seasons. 

The 5- 10. 205 pounder ran for 3.011 yards and 45 
touchdowns during his career. As a defensive back. he 
finished with 251 tackles. eight interceptions and 16.5 
tackles for loss. 

Lazear was a two-time all-state, all-Valley pick and a 
three-time all-OVAC pick. He also won the West Virginia 
Huff Award and was a two-time finalist for the Big 22 
award. 

Ryan, who is planning on attending Mt. Union, is the 
son of Jim and Eberle Lazear of Wellsburg. 

ZACH MORRIS. Wheeling Park - This Patriot 
workhorse provided stability for Coach Chris Daugherty's 
offense. 

The 5-9. 185 pounder ran for 1,002 yards on 140 car­
ries last season. He scored I I touchdowns. He also 
caught I 2 passes for 205 yards and a touchdown. 

Morris was a second-team all-state pick, first-team all­
OV AC and all-Valley. 

Morris is active in community with his invo_lvement 
with Relay for Life. 

Zach, who is planning on attending Mt. Union. is the 
son of Scott and Amy Morris of Wheeling. 

JOEY MUSICK, Morgantown - This former 
Mohigan had a big season for Coach John Bowers. 

The 6-0, 200 pounder ran for 1,945 yards on 230 car­
ries during the season with 22 touchdowns. He also 
caught five touchdowns en route to first team all-state. 

Musick was all-OVAC. all-Metro News and Player of 
the Year in the NCAC as well as a Kennedy Award final­
ist. 

Joey, who is the son of Mark and Michele Musick. 
plans on attending West Virginia Wesleyan. 

CHANCE ROWLAND. Oak Glen - This Gold~n 
Bear is another extremely versatile player for Coach Tony 
Filberto. 

The 6-0. 200 pounder saw time at running back, rack­
ing up 5,421 all-purpose yards. Of those. 4.062 came on 
the ground. He scored 52 rushing touchdowns and had 
1,359 yards receiving. 

Defensively. he had 420 tackles, 10 interceptions and 
I 3 fumble recoveries. 

Away from athletics, Rowland is a member of the 
National Honor Society and the OVAC Varsity Board. 

Chance. who is the son of Denise Chamberlain and 
Matt Rowland. will attend Bethany College. 

ALEX SCHRAMM. Wheeling Park - This Patriot 
mainstay was a solid performer for Coach Chris 
Daugherty's team. 

The 6-1. 225 pounder was second on the squad in 
rushing and averaged three tackles a game as a linebacker 
and end. He also handled the Patriots' long snapping 
duties. 

Schramm was an honorable mention all-state player 
along with a member of the OV AC All-Academic team. 

Away from football. Schramm is a member of the 
National Honor Society. JETS. National Spanish Honor 
Society and Ski Club. 

Alex. who is the son of Erik and Sharon Schramm of 
Wheeling. plans on attending West Virginia University. 
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"We've got nice 
speed and good­
sized receivers. 
Obviously, we've 
got several guys 

who catch the ball 
and we hope to get 
the ball into their 
hands a good bit 

and let them 
make plays." 
Mark Batton 

W.Va. Receiving Corps Loaded 
Batton happy with 
speed and size 

ty to stretch the field in the July 
24th game slated for Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - When he's 
talking about the upcoming Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity 
Football Classic, West Virginia 
coach Mark Batton isn't bashful. 

."We've got nice speed and 
good-sized receivers:· Batton 
said. "Obviously. we've got sev­
eral guys who catch the ball and 
we hope to get the ball into their 
hands a good bit and let them 
make plays." 

Slated to line up at receiver 
when the teams open camp Sun­
day at Bethany College are: "We definitely want to throw 

the ball." Batton admits. 
Earlier this week, Batton 

announced his quarterbacks and 
now he and his coaching staff 
believe they've got the receivers 
in place. which will give the 
Mountain State a solid opportuni-

Brooke's Joey DiNardo. Oak 
Glen's Shane Koper. John Mar­
shall's Logan Martin and Wheel­
ing Central's MacKenzie 
Peluchette. 

"We spent a lot of time look­
ing at film of these guys to make 

CORPS 
(Continued from Page IS) 
he had two interceptions. 

Koper was all-OV AC 
and all-Valley as well as 
second-team all state. 
Along with football. Koper 
lettered four years in base­
ball. 

Shane. the son of Rich 
Koper and Stacie Hine­
~an. is planning on attend­
ing West Virginia Univer­
sity. 

LOGAN MARTIN. 
John Marshall - This 
Monarch product got it 
done on both ~ides of the 
ball for Coach Dan Wil­
son's team. 

The 5-9. 165 pounder 
caught 48 passes for 709 
yards and 7 touchdowns. 
As a defensive back. he 
had 68 tackles. an inter­
ception and 3 fumble 
recoveries. 

Logan. the son of Kevin 

and Susan Martin of [ 
Moundsville. plans to 
attend West Virginia. 
McKENZIE ! 

PELUCHETTE. Wheeling 
Central - This Maroon 
Knight product was one of r 
the area's top receivers 
under the watch of Mike 
Young. 

The 6-2, 165 pounder J 

caught 45 passes for 896 
yards and I I touchdowns. 
As a defensive back. he j 
finished with 42 tackles, a 
half sack and four inter­
ceptions. 

Peluchette was a first­
team all-Valley and all ­
OV AC pick as well as a 
second-team all-state 
selection. 

McKenzie. the son of 
Paul and Nancy 
Peluchette. plans on 
attending West Virginia 
University. 

the right picks." Batton said. "All 
of these guys do a good job of 
catching the ball with their hands 
and run good routes." 

Here's a capsule look at the 
West Virginia receivers: 

JOEY DiNARDO. 
Brooke - This former 
Bruin was a mainstay 
at receiver in Coach 
Tom Bruney's 

received a special achievement 
award from the Dapper Dan. 

Joey. the son of Vince and 
Sondra DiNardo of Wellsburg, 

plans on attending West Liber­
ty. 

offense. ..&,., 

The 6-foot-2, 215 (Jti;. 

SHANE KOPER. Oak 
Glen - This former 
Golden Bear was one 
of the more versatile 
players for coach Tony 
Filberto. 

The 5-9. 165 
pounder caught 40 pass- ~/( 
es for 987 yards as a senior. 
As a junior, he notched 31 recep­
tions for 1.000 yards. 

DiNardo was a two-time all­
state selection. He was a second­
team all-Valley pick. He also 

pounder ran for 1.000 
yards and IO touchdowns 

this past season. He also passed 
for 400 yards and had 350 yards 
receiving. As a defensive back. 

Please See CORPS. Page /6 



Versatility 
Strong On 
Ohio Side 
Bruney fills defense with 
solid group of players 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - Ohio coach Dave 
Bruney has fonnally announced the majority 
of his defensive players for next Sunday's 
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity 
Football Classic. 

Selecting his linebackers. defensive backs 
and his kicker. Bruney and his coaching 
staff kept running into tough decisions 
because there were quality options at all of 
those spots. 

" We ·ve got kids who were their team's 
leading tacklers. some for more than one 
season." Bruney said. 

His linebacking corp. which includes 
Frontier's Jake Brunoni , Indian Creek's 
Niko Otto. Bridgeport's Curt Smelley. Edi­
son ·s Johnny Byers. Shadyside's Logan 
Hudson and Martins Ferry's Mike Rose. are 
all versatile players, which is something that 
was critical in their selections. 

"'We wanted kids who could run well. 
aggressive run stoppers and they could also 
drop into coverage." Bruney said. " We feel 
we've got good kids who can inside or out­
side." 

In the secondary. the Buckeye State 
boasts: East Liverpo~ •s Willie Leavell. 
Shadyside's Ellis Brown. Buckeye Local's 
Brent Kirk. Barnesville's Tyler Kurtz and 
St. Clairsville ·s Joe Zebbs. 

"'We"ve seen most of these kids live or. at 
least. on tape throughout the season and they 
can all certainly cover." Bruney said. "We 
think we·ve got as many as four kids who 
could play corner and they're all physical 
players who can hit." 

Slated to handle the Ohio kicking duties 
is River"s Tanner Wright. 

Here·s a capsule look at the honorees: 
ELLIS BROWN, Shadyside - This 

former Tiger was instrumental in the success 
of Coach Mark Holenka • s squad last season. 

The 6-foot, I SO-pounder passed for 
1.224 yards and 18 touchdowns as a quar­
terback. On the ground. he added more than 
700 yards and six touchdowns in 14 games. 

Please See OHIO. Page J 5 
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a starter. 
Otto also accumulated 

957 yards on offen,e and 
scored I I touchdown!> as a 
senior. 

For his fine senior cam­
paign. Otto was named tiN 
team AII-OV AC. All-Bud.­
eye 8. All -Quad County. 
AII-Ea::,tem District and ~c 
ond team All-Ohio. He was 
abo a WTOY-9 Big 22 
honoree and a finalist for 
Detensive Player of the 
Year. 

Also a four-year member 
of the basketball team. Niko 
1s the son of John and 
Clarice Otto and will attend 
Mercyhurst College. 

MICHAEL ROSE, 
Martins Ferry - This for­
mer Purple Rider wa~ a 
standout on both sides of the 
ball for Bruney\ team. 

The 5-9. 165-pounder 
made his mark at linebacker 
where he recorded 73 tack­
les. an interception and 
forced three fumbles. As a 
fullback. Rose ran for 3 78 
yards and made I 8 recep­
tions for I 96 yards and two 
scores. 

Rose was a first team All­
Eastern District selection 
and All-OVAC pick. He 
was also a standout 1n 
wrestling. qualifying to the 
state tournament. 

Michael. who will attend 
OUE. is the son of Mike and 
Jenny Rose. 

CURT SMELLEY, 
Bridgeport - This Bull­
dog was a tackling machine 
for Coach Rudy Vavrocl(, 
team. 

The 6-0. 235-pounder 
recorded I 20 tackle-; from 
his linebacker post. 

He \\ as named Di\ ision 
YI. Eastern District Player 

ot the Year and ttr,t team 
All-Ohio. He wa, first team 
AII -OVAC. All Times 
Leader. 

A, a :-.tandout 1n the cla!,::,. 
room. Smelle} wa, a mem­
ber of student council. 
National Honor Society. 
JETS and the OV AC Varsi­
ty Board. 

Curt. the ,on ot Dawn 
Booker and Curt Smelley 
Sr .. plan, on attendmg We::.t 
Liberty Univel'\1ty. 

TANNER WRIGHT, 
River - This Pilots stand­
out didn't get as manv 
chances as Mike Flanner)' 
would have w1,hed for him. 
but he wa, accurate as a 
kicker. 

The 5- 1 I. 165-pounder 
earned four letters. He 
scored 29 points as a frosh 
and for the remainder of hi~ 
career. he connected on 91 
of 96 point after opportuni­
ties. He wa\ al!.o u ~olid 
punter. avcmgmg 37.2 yard~ 
per chance. mcludinl! five 
measuring more than 50 
yards. 

Wright was named ull­
Ohio ii1 2009. He was a 
three-ti me all-district per 
former and earned first team 
All-OVAC. All -PVC .ind 
All-Times Leader. 

Tanner. the son of Donnie 
and Kelly Wright or Clar­
ington. is planning on 
attending Glenville State 
Collel!e. ~ 

JOE ZEBBS, St. 
Clairsville - Thi~ two-way 
\tandout developed into a 
~olid contributor for Coach 
Brett McLean·s Red Devils. 

The 5- 1 I. I 7 5 pounder 
I med up at \trong ,atety and 
wide receiver this past sca­
~on. 

Joe. who plans on attend­
ing Kent State University. is 
the son of Connnc Meeks 
,md l·rcd Zcbb~. 
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Ohio roster complete as report day arrives 
By SETH STASKEY His linebacking corp. which ~ VA. 
Times Leader Sports Editor includes Frontier's Jake Brunoni. ~,\\ /, .I' 

Indian Creek·s Niko Otto. ~ ,-. ~"'-
Report day has arrived. Bridgeport·s Curt Smelley. c:::i ._ ~ 

who can hit. .. 
Slated to handle the Ohio kick­

ing duties is River·~ Tanner 
Wright. 

And Ohio head coach Dave Edison ·s Johnny Byer~. I 
Bruney ha~ formally announced Shadyside·s Logan Hudson and :!!ii ~-L.~ &!!II 

Here's a capsule look at the 
honoree~: 

the majority of his defensive Marlins Ferry·s Mike Rme. are ' ~-
player~ for next Sunday·s Rudy all versatile players. which is ~ ~ ~ 

ELLIS BROWN, Shadyside 
- This former Tiger was instru­
mental in the succe~s of Coach 
Mark Holenka ·s squad last sea­
son. 

Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity something that was critical in ~JJi;p c~~ 
Football Clas,ic. their selection),. ~It ij\_!Y 

Selecting his linebackers. "We wanted kids who could 
defcn,ive bad.\ and hb kicker. run well. aggressive run l>topper1> Kirk. Bamesville's Tyler Kurtz 
Bruney and h1), coaching staff and they could also drop into cov and St. Clairsvil!e·s Joe Zebbs. 
kept running into tough decisions erage." Bruney said ... We feel ··we·veseenmostofthesekids 
because there were quality we've got good kids who can live or. at least. on tape through-

The 6-0. 150 pounder passed 
for 1.224 yards and I 8 touch­
down~ as a quarterback. On the 
ground. he added more than 700 
yards and six touchdowns in I 4 options at all of those spots. contribute inside or outside... • out the season and they can all 

.. we·ve got kids who were In the secondary. the Buckeye certainly cover." Bruney \aid. 
their team·~~ leading tacklers. State boasts: East Liverpool's .. We think we've-got as many as 
some for more than one season:· Willie Leavell. Shadyside·s Ellis four kids who could play corner 
BruncJ :-,.;.11d . Brown. Buckeye Locars Brent and they·re all physical players 

games. 
However. it was on the defenT 

sive side of the ball where Brown 
made the biggest impact. 

e Ohio-----------------
Continued from Page C1 

The 6-ft- l, 210 pounder 
was a standout at both line­
backer and running back. 

On the defensive side of 
the ball, Brunoni was 
impressive. He averaged 11 
tackles per game. 

Jake, who is the son of 
Thomas and Jenni fer 
Brunoni, is planning on 
attending Marshall 
University. 

JONATHAN BYERS, 
Edison - This former 
Wildcat served in a multi­
tude of roles for Coach 
Mike McKenzie's team. 

This past season, the 5-
10, 185 pounder played 
quarterback. He threw for 
1,440 yards and rushed for 
990 more en route to earn­
ing a host of post-season 
honors. 

Included in his accolades 
were: first-team all-OV AC, 
all-Eastern District, all­
Buckeye 8, all-Quad 
County and honorable men­
tion all-Ohio. 

Along with football, 
Byers was a standout in 
basketball and baseball. 

Jonathan, who is unde­
cided about his future 
plans, is the son of Dawn 
Speedy and John Byers. 

LOGAN HUDSON, 
Shadyside - This former 
Tiger turned in a strong 
senior season for Holenka's 
team. 

Playing primarily at line­
backer on the defensive 
side, the 6-2, l 95 pounder 
recorded 108 tackles this 
season for the Tigers. 

Along with football, 
Hudson was a four-year 
member of the Tigers' 
baseball team where he was 
one of the Orange's top 
pitchers. 

Logan is planning to 
attend Wheeling Jesuit 
University to play baseball. 

BRENT KIRK, 
Buckeye Local - This 
former Panther was a stand­
out on both sides of the ball 
for Anthony Barsch' s 

squad. 
The 6-0, l 7 5 pounder 

passed for 1,072 yards as 
the Panthers' quarterback. 
He also threw IO touch­
downs and added three 
rushing scores. On the 
defensive side of the ball, 
Kirk posted 68 tackles and 
two interceptions. 

He was a two-time 
Eastern District honorable 
mention honoree, all­
Buckeye 8 selection and 
all-OV AC pick. He also 
received the McDonald's 
Scholar Athlete A ward. 

Brent, who is the son of 
Lyle and Beth Kirk of 
Adena, plans on attending 
Mt. Union. 

TYLER KURTZ, 
Barnesville - This former 
Shamrock saw time at a 
bevy of positions under 
head coach Luke Johnson. 

As a senior, the 6-2, 202 
pounder passed for 1,034 
yards and six touchdowns. 
He also ran for more than 
360 yards and h~d nine 
touchdowns. On the defen­
sive side of the ball, Kurtz 
was a standout in the sec­
ondary with three picks and 
23 tackles. 

A three-year letterman, 
Kurtz was first-team all­
OV AC, second-team all­
Eastern District and all­
Times Leader. He was the 
team MVP and captain. 

Kurtz also took part in 
baseball and wrestling. 

Tyler, who plans on 
attending either Bethany or 
Waynesburg, is the son of 
John and Penny Kurtz. 

WILLIE LEAVELL, 
East Liverpool - One of 
the Potters' top offensive 
cogs for fonner coach Mark 
Asher's team. 

The 5-8, 160 pounder 
was a standout at tailback, 
earning first-team all­
OV AC, all-Quad County, 
all-Eastern District and al!­
Review. 
• Willie, who is headed to 
Waynesburg University, is 

the son of Mollie Leavell The 6-0, 235 pounder 
and Will Leavell. recorded 120 tackles from 

NIKO OTTO, Indian his linebacker post. 
Creek - This two-way He was named Division 
standout was a tackling VI, Eastern District Player 
machine at linebacker for of the Year and first-team 
Coach Andrew Connor's all-Ohio. He was first-team 
Redskins. all-OV AC, all Times 

The 6-2, 215 pounder Leader. 
finished his senior season As a standout in the 
with 11 7 tackles, including classroom, Smelley was a 
76 solo stops. He also had member of student council, 
four interceptions and three National Honor Society, 
fumble recoveries. He went JETS and the OV AC 
over the I 00-tackle mark in Varsity Board. 
each of his three seasons as Curt, who is the son of 
a starter. Dawn Booker and Curt 

Otto also accumulated Smelley Sr., plans on 
957 yards on offense and attending West Liberty 
scored 11 touchdowns as a University. 
senior. TANNER WRIGHT, 

For his fine senior cam- River - This Pilots• 
paign, Otto was named standout didn't get as many 
first-team all-OV AC, all- chances as Mike Flannery 
Buckeye 8, all-Quad would have wished for him, 
County, all-Eastern District but he was accurate as a 
and second-team all-Ohio. kicker. 
He was also a WTOV -9 The 5- 11, 165 pounder 
Big 22 honoree and a final- earned four letters. He 
ist for Defensive Player of scored 29 points as a frosh 
the Year. and for the remainder of his 

Also a four-year member career, he connected on 9 I 
of the basketball team, of 96 point after opportuni­
Niko is the son of John and ties. 
Clarice Otto and will attend He was also a solid 
Mercyhurst College. punter, averaging 3 7 .2 

MICHAEL ROSE, yards per chance, including 
Martins Ferry - This five measuring more than 
former Rider was a stand- 50 yards. 
out on both sides of the ball Wright was named all-
for Bruney's team. Ohio in 2009. He was a 

The 5-9, I 65 pounder . three-time all-district per­
made his mark at line- former and earned first­
backer where he recorded team all-OV AC, all-PVC 
73 tackles, an interception and all-Times Leader. 
and forced three fumbles. Tanner, who is the son of 
As a fullback, Rose ran for Donnie and Kelly Wright 
3 7 8 yards and made I 8 of Clarington, is planning 
receptions for 196 yards on attending Glenville State 
and two scores. College. 

Rose was a first-team all- JOE ZEBBS, St. 
Eastern District selection Clairsville - This two­
and all-OV AC pick. He way standout developed 
was also a standout in into a solid contributor for 
wrestling, qualifying to the Coach Brett McLean's Red 
state tournament. Devils. 

Michael, who will attend The 5-ft- I· I, I 7 5 
OUE, is the son of Mike pounder lined up at strong 
and Jenny Rose. safety and wide receiver 

CURT SMELLEY, this past season. 
Bridgeport This Joe, who plans on attend­
Bulldog was a tackling ing Kent State University, 
machine for Coach Rudy is the son of Corinne Meeks 
Vavrock's team. and Fred Zebbs. 

A.., a corner. he had eigh t 
interception, and some 40 tack­
le\. 

For h1, efforts. Brown was 
named :-.econd team all-Ohio. 
fir-;t -leam all-Eaqcrn District. 
first-team all -OV AC. all Times 
Leader and all -Valley. 

Bro\\-n wa, aho a \t,mdout in 
basl,.ctball and track. He also 
served as his cla.,\ pre\ident for 
two vears. 

Ellis. who 1s the son of Kathy 
Brown. plans on Jllending Ohio 
Univer'i itv Eastern. 

JAKE, BRUNONI, Frontier 
- This former Cougar as a two­
way standout tor Todd Bradford·s 
squad. 

See, OHIO. Page C2 
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w.va. will throw the football 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

When he', talkin!.! aboul the 
upcoming Rudy Muniley OV AC 
All Star Chantv Football Cla\~ic. 
Wes! Vir!.!1nia ·head co.ich Mark 
Batton i~n"t ba~hful. 

"We defini1clv wam to throw 
lhc ball." Batton :1dmits. 

Earlier 1his week. Hatton 
announced his quarterbacks and 
now he and his coaching staff 
believe lhC)' \e got the receiver!-> 
in rlace. which will give the 
Mounta111 State a solid opportuni­
ty to stretch the field in the July 

ew.va.--
continued from Page 81 

Shane. who is the son of 
Rich Koper and Stacie 
Hineman. is planning on 
attending WVU. 

LOGAN MARTIN 
John Marshall - Thi; 
Monarch product got it 
done on both sides of the 
bal I for Coach Dan 
Wilson's team. 

The 5-9. 165 pounder 
caught 48 passes for 709 
yards and 7 touchdowns. 
As a defensive back, he had 
68 tackles, an interception 
and 3 fumble recoveries. 

Logan, who is the son of 
Kevin and Susan Martin of 
Moundsville. plans to 
attend WVU. 

McKENZIE 
PELUCHETTE 
Wheeling Central - Thi; 
Maroon Knight product 
was . one of the area's top 
receivers under the watch 
of Mike Young. 

The 6-2, I 65 pounder 
caught 45 passes for 896 
yards and I I touchdowns. 
As a defensive back he fin­
ished with 42 taciles, a 
~al f sack and four intercep­
t10ns. 

Pe/uchette was a first­
team all-Valley and al/­
OV AC pick as well as a 
second-team all-state selec­
tion. 

McKenzie. who is the 
son of Paul and Nancy 
Peluchette. plans on attend­
ing WVU. 

24th game slated for Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

"We've got nice speed and 
good-!>ized receivers." Batton 
said. "Obviously. we·ve got sev­
eral guy<, who catch the ball and 
we hope to get the ball into their 
hands a good bit and let them 
make plai~.·· 

Slated to line up at recei,•er 
when the teams open camp 
Sunday at Bethany College are. 
Brooke's Joey DiNardo. Oak 
Glen's Shane Koper. John 
Marshall's Logan Martin and 
Wheeling Central's Mackenzie 
Peluchette. 

··we spent a lot of time looking 
at film of these guys to make the 
nght picks." Batton said. "All of 
the~e guys do a good job of 
catching the ball with their hands 
and run good routes." 

Here· s a capsule look at the 
West Virginia receivers: 

JOEY-DiNARDO, Brooke -
This former Bruin was a main<.tay 
at receiver in Coach Tom 
Bruney·s offense. 

The 6-2. 2 I 5 pounder caught 
40 passes for 987 yards a~ a sen­
ior. As a junior. he notched 3 I 
receplions for 1,000 yards. 

DiNardo was a two-time all­
'.\tate selection. He was a second­
team all-Valley pick. He also 
received a special achievement 
award from the Dapper Dan. 

Joey. who is the son of Vince 
and Sondra DiNardo of 

Wellsburg. plan, on allending 
West L1hcrt,. 

SHANE .KOPER. Oak Glen 
- This former Golden Bear wm, 

one of the more , ersatile players 
tor head coach Tonv Filberto. 

The 5-9. 165 pounder ran for 
I 000 yard., and I O IOuchdown~ 
this past season. He al ~o passed 
for 400 yards and had 350 yards 
recci\'in!!. A., a defensive back. 
he had two interceptions. 

Koper was all -OV AC and all­
Vallcv as well as second-team all 
state.· Along with. fi.)otbal I. Koper 
lettered four years in hascball. 

See, W.VA., Page 82 

JULY 24th 

Wheeling Island Stadium 

IRO~,STS 1•-~ !All 
I8E I UJ.£l'S Of MU t.\lTltD,\I' 

Go to WTOV9,com for a chance lo win 510,000 from The Health Plan! 
and to DVAC. org to register to win a 

'2,500 prize package courtesy of State Farm! 

Tickets: www.OVAC.org 
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OVAC all-star 
coaches face 
tough task with 
roster shuffling 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Most high school football players in the Ohio 
Valley grow up dreaming of playing in the annual 
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Classic. 

Both. West Virginia head co~ch Mark Batton 
,md Ohio head coach Dave Bruney have learned 
the hard way that most by no means is all. 

The two head coat:hc!-. for this vear· s annual 
game. which i.\ ,lated for Sunda,·. Julv 24 at 
Whe~ling bland Stadium. have found the~selve!-, 
work mg the phones of late. trying to replace play 
Cf\ - who !or one reason or another - original­
ly :K-cepted their invi1a11on only to rencoe in the 
la:-.t few davs. .,. 
. Both coache!-, turned their ro\ters 11110 game 

~irecto'. Bob Koch in the early por- .. _ • 
11011 ot March and.since theri. ,4'· VIJ:r,. 
there's been no fcv.cr thac !{, 

1
~"·'--.. .<;~. 

changes. • : i - '. 

"I .don ·1 know that the other -~ . ' • 
four times combined that we \~~~' 
had that many kids not want to ~/&. ~ 
pl~y for whatever reason:· Bruney • ·-
s~1d. ·•11 :S Jifficult to choo~e these teams and 1f a 
l..1d realize:-. early that he can't play. he should 
probably let (Koch) or his coach know immedi­
ate!). so you can find a rrplaccmcnt and he·, got 
tu_ne_ to get into shape becau~c there me still a lot 
ot kid~ who would cut off a finger to plav in this 
~~- • 

Bruney and his staff havt:: had to maki.: three 
changes from their original roster. Turnin" the 
game down were: Steubcnville·s Anthonv Pierro· 
Toronto ·, Dcvonte McGhec and Edi,011·<; Mark 
RO!!CfS. 

.:-wc __ didn ·1 have an) problc1m getting replace­
ments. Bruney ~aid. --The f1r-.1 three 1-- ids we 
called were willing to play ... 

Bruney. who's coached the game four times 
an~ p_layed in it. be_lieves the -game probably 
rne,1ns more to the kids who arc from the more 
immediate area of the OV AC. 

··T~7 local kid_s have grown up with this 
game. Bruney said. "Some of these kids have 
probably been lo this game IO or I 2 times and 
maybe more than that. II· s very. very special to 
t_~ose kids. ~ut I t'hink the _further you get away 
~rom Whcelmg Island Stadrnm (gcographicallv). 
11 may not mean that much to vou. and thai·s 
unfortunalt':· • 

On the other side of the river. Batton would 
probably consider himself fortunate 10 onlv have 
three replacements. • 

Since \ubmitting hi1, original roster. he\ had 
no fewer than eight change!>. including two com-
mg m the la!-.t 72 hour\. • 
. ··1 l?inl-- ,omc of it ha\ to do with the colleizcs 
trownmg on the guy!-. pla:, ing becau\e of a ri\k-of 

See, OVAC, Paoe B2 
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injury," Batton said. "But, there's been some of them 
where we didn't get a reason." 

West Virginia State Player of the Year Justin Fox, of 
Magnolia, informed his prep coach that he wouldn't be 
playing in the game this past weekend. 

Fox, who led the Blue Eagles to the Class AA state title 
last season and was a four-year starter, had been penciled 
in to be one of primary quarterbacks for West Virginia. 

However, he opted to bow out of the game because of 
his commitment to the West Virginia baseball program. 

"I know Justin would have liked to have played. but it 
just didn't work out for him," Batton said. "Obviously, we 
lost a talented player who knew our offense very, very, 
very well, but we've got two quarterbacks in camp who 
we'll coach up and we'll do the best we can." 

Other Mountaineer choices, who won't be playing in 
the game include: Connor Arlia (Madonna). Ryan Jones 
(Bishop Donahue). Sterling Springgate (University), 
David Stanton (Morgantown). Micah Wilson 
(University), Demetrius Youngblood (Linsly) and 
Anthony Gutta (Morgantown). 

"We've got a 33-man roster, and I hope we're locked 
in now," Batton said. "We'll be there on the 17th to start 
camp and hopefully these guys are there." 

This is the second time Batton has coached the game. 
In 2007, the West Virginia roster had nary a change from 
the initial one announced. 

"This is new to me," Batton said of working the phones 
overtime in search of players. " I know there are kids in 
the Ohio Vatley just dying to play in the game." 

Neither coach wants to see the game moved off from its 
traditional date of late July where it serves as the unoffi­
cial start to prep football season. 

Many all-star games have moved into June because of 
the NCAA allowing incoming freshmen to enroll in class­
es early, especially at the Division I level. 

"I think (late) July is a great time to have the game." 
Batton said. "It gives the people of the Ohio Valley a 
chance to get a little football in them and sort of wet their 
whistles, so to speak, to gear up for the high school sea­
son." 

The most updated rosters look like this: 
OHIO 

Casey Bain, Martins Ferry; Jack Beavers, Martins Ferry; Kyle 
Blanchard, Harrison Central; Ellis Brown, Shadyside; Taylor 
Brown, Shadyside; Johnny Byers, Edison; Mason Campbell, 
Steubenville; Bobby Dayton. Martins Ferry; John Eckroth, 
Steubenville; Kody Edwards, East Liverpool; Cory Fickiesen, 
Frontier; Caleb Gunn, Cambridge; Zach Kinnick, St. Clairsville; 
Brent Kirk, Buckeye Local; Tyler Kurtz, Barnesville; Willie Leavell, 
East Liverpool; Cody Morris, Caldwell; Trevor Mourer, 
Meadowbrook; Niko Otto, Indian Creek; Garrett Price, Bridgeport; 
Willie Pruitt, Steubenville; Mike Rose, Martins Ferry; Marcus 
Schumacher, Monroe Central; Aaron Silverio, Shadyside; Chris 
Smelley, Bridgeport; Curt Smelley, Bridgeport; Zak Stiles, St. 
Clairsville; Bernie Thompson, Union Local; John Thompson. East 
Liverpool; Josh Tolliver, Bellaire; Jacob Brunoni, Frontier; Tanner 
Wright, River; Joe Zebbs, St. Clairsville. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Phil Aerie, Linsly; Jared Adrian, Morgantown; Jordan Angalich, 

Bishop Donahue; Cameron Benson, Magnolia; Michael Berardi, 
John Marshall; Marcus Clifford, Wheeling Central; Joey DiNardo, 
Brooke; Demetrius Dixon, University; John Duplaga, Wheel ing 
Central; Chris Eloi, Madonna; Cory Evans, Oak Glen; Dan Heupp, 
Weir; Tyler Jacovetty, Wheeling Central; Boone Kehrer, Tyler 
Consolidated; Traeh Kelle,, Magnolia; Jeff Kidder, Parkersburg 
South; Shane Koper, Oak Glen; Kaleb Kucera, Bishop Donahue; 
Ryan Lazaer, Brooke; Logan Martin, John Marshall; Zach Morris, 
Wheeling Park; Joey Musick, Morgantown; Anthony Pederson, 
Brooke; McKenzie Peluchette, Wheeling Central: Kyle Pytlak, 
Linsly; Matt Riggs, Magnolia; Nick Romito, Morgantown; Chance 
Rowland, Oak Glen; Alex SchramT11, Wheeling Park; Tanner 
Whyte, Cameron; Chris Williams, John Marshall. 



OVAC All-Stars 
Check In 

Oak Glen's 
Shane 
Koper, left, 
checks in 
with 
Cameron 
coach Jim 
Rogers on 
Sunday as 
the OVAC 
All-Stars 
make thelr 
way to 
Bethany 
College in 
preparation 
for the OVAC 
All-Star 
Game next 
week. 
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Koch, Batton, Bruney impressed with Bethany 
By RICK THORP 

Staff Writer 
BETHANY - Media Day top~ the 

agenda today as activities surround­
ing the 66th annual Rudy Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Football Charity 
Classic reaches a fever pitch. 

Player~. coaches. game staff. 
cheerleaders and band members 
arrived on the Bethany College cam­
pus Sunday afternoon and were 
greeted by an enthusiastic mix of 
folb from the college and the 
OVAC. 

This year. the conference i~ utiliz­
ing Bethany· s facilit1e-. af ter many 
year!) at West Liberty University. 
And. like anyone who moves into a 
new home. different surrounding~ can 
provide challenges. 

Game Director Bob Koch said a 
maj ority of those cha llenges have 
already been conquered. 

··Jt"s been a really smooth transi­
tion thanks to t he people at 

OVAC 

Bethany:· he said. "They·ve bent 
over backwards and have been really 
helpful.•· 

An atmosphere of controlled chaos 
permeated the Thomas P. Johnson 
Recreation Center as players and their 
parents made their way through the 
various checkpoints that make up the 
registration process. 

Koch and his staff kept close watch 
on the proceedings. along with 
Bethany athletics director and foot­
ball coach Tim Weaver. making.sure 
everything went off without a hitch. 

All told. about 300 people arrived 
on campus Sunday. 

"We tried to perceive all the chal­
lenge .. :· Koch said. "There·s no 
crystal ball. so we won·t see all of 
them. But we tried to eliminate as 
many as we could. 

·'So far. we· re happy with how 
thin!!s have gone.'· 

Game otficials brought those 
involved with the teams. cheerleaders 

and band members to campus a few 
weeks ago to help them get acclimat­
ed to their new surroundings. 

Martins Ferry's Dave Bruney.• 
coaching the Ohio squad for the sixth 
time. was one of many impressed 
with the facilities. 

"We·ve been to West Liberty and 
even Linsly and Bethany is as good 
as they come:· Bruney said. 

"Bethany has really rolled out the 
we l come mat for the OV AC and 
these all-stars. 

• 'The accommodations are terrific. 
They have the new turf field and 
there's a beautiful soccer field which 
we'll have access to. It's great.·· 

Magnolia coach Mark Batton and 
his staff are coaching the West Vir­
ginia team for the second time in five 
years. He is equally impressed with 
what Bethany bring1, to the game's 
atmosphere. 

Please See OV AC. Page 13 

(Continued from Page 11) 
··Jt·s a beautiful facility 

and I think the kids will 
really enjoy this ... he said. 
"(Bethany) 11, gung ho to 
treat these player~ right.· · 

er and you have to fill cer­
tain positions.·· 

Following a series of 
team meetings. Bruney and 
Batton watched their teams 
go through a light workout 
Sunday afternoon. Today. 
helmets and shoulder pad~ 
will be added. 

··You only have a week 
to get it done so you'd bet­
ter take advantage of every 
minute:· Batton cautioned. 

Bruney acknowledged it 
gets tougher and tougher 
each time to select th e 
Buckeyes squad. 

• 'There are a lot of good 
player-. that don ·1 get 
picked ... he said. "You 
have 32 player:, and a kick-

Batton had more options 
in the selection process this 
year as University. Morgan­
town. Parkersburg South 
and Hundred were added to 
the conference·s football 
familv last fall. 

It's true that will give the 
Mountaineers more talent. 
but it made th e selectton 
proces:, that much more 
mind-bending. 

.. Irs a great opportunity 
to coach players that you've 
played against or watched 
or read about."· Batton said. 
• 'This rs a great honor to be 
around player, like this. 

··You get to spend a 
week around them and get 
to know them personally. 
That's what':, special about 
it"' 
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Ohio has many versatile linemen 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

In all-~tar game-.. line play on 
both sides of the ball is normally 
the key. 

ning football at anv le,-er.·· 
Bruney -.aid. ··we want.to be con­
!>i~tent blockers down after down 
because if you ·re persistent. you 
never know when you·re going to 
break one." 

Ferry - This rugged two-way 
lineman was one of the keys to 
the ~uccess of the Riders· offense. 

The 6-1. 220 pounder was a 
two-way tackle for Bruney and 
excelled on both sides of the ball. 

He saw ,pot dut~ on offcn\e , 
As a ti ght end. he caught '>e\·cn 
pas'ies 1·or 160 yard-. and three 
touchdown\. 

For his fine ~ea~on. Brown wa-. 
named fi r~t-team all-Ohio. He 
was fir-.t-tcam al l-Eaqcrn 
Di~trict. all O\· AC. al l Time, 
Leader and all-\'allcv. 

Such wa\ the ca.-.e a year ago 
when We~t Vin.?inia defeated 
Ohio 111 the annual Rudy Mumlcy 
OVAC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic. 

When he sat down. with his 
coaching staff. to select the 20 I I 
Ohio squad. head coach Dave 
Bruney had last year"s game in 
the back of his mind. 

The Ohio coaching staff picked 
versatile linemen who -.tood out 
on both sides of the ball for the 
annual all-star game. which is 
slated for S11nday. July 24 at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. standout wrestlers. which is a big 

plus. We've got a lot of guys 
between 230 and :no. who are 
pretty athletic." 

Jack i\ the son of Jack and 
Penny Beavers. 

TAYLOR BROWN, 
Shadvsidc - Thi~ former Tiger 
caused all sorts of havoc from his 
defensive end spot last season. 

The 6- I. 1 85 pounder lined up 
primarily as a defensive end and 
finished with 20 sacks and I 19 
tackles. He forced a fumble and 
recovered four others. He abo 
blocked two kicks and deflected 
two passes. 

Ta1 lor. who pl.in; on attending 
Belmont Technical College. is the 
son of Lorrie Davis and~ Gilbert 
Brown. 

.. Barring a lot of turnovers and 
pen.ilties. then blocking and tad. 
ling are u~ually 1he keys to win 

It also found a solid mixture of 
size and athleticism. which is the 
key for executing the Martins 
Ferrv offense. 

.. we·ve got some physical kids 
with good feet:· Bruney \aid. 
.. we·ve got 1,ome kids who were 

Here is a capsule look at the 
Ohio offensive and defensive 
linemen: 

.JACK BEAVERS, Martins 

MASON CAMPBELL. 
Steubenville - Thi-. ~tandout 
lineman wa\ a three-vc.ir main­
\tay for Coach Reno Sac.:coccia·~ 
team. 

See, OHIO. Page 82 
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The 6-1. 255 pounder helped anchor the 

offensive line. which led to impressive offen­
sive numbers. 

For his work, Campbell earned first-team all­
Eastern District. second-team all-Ohio. all-Valley 
and a Block of Granite A ward. 

Mason, who is the son of Wayne and Marjorie 
Campbell. is undecided about his college plans. 

BOBBY DAYTON, Martins Ferry - This 
former Purple Rider had one memorable senior 
campaign for Bruney. 

As a defensive end. the 6-0. 185 pounder accu­
mulated 27.5 sack:-. in the season. which estab­
lished a new Ferry and Buckeye 8 single-season 
record. 

Dayton was named first-team all-Ohio and was 
the Eastern District's Defensive Player of the 
Year in Division IV. He was also all-OVAC, all­
Buckeye 8, all-Times Leader and all-Valley. 

Bobby, who plans on at~ending OU-Eastern, is 
the son of Robert and Kathy Dayton. 

JOHN ECKROTH, Steubenville - This 
standout defensive lineman was a force at nose 
guard in his one season playing for Reno 
Saccoccia at Big Red. 

The 6-2. 240 pounder finished his prep career 
with 139 tackles and IO sacks. He had two forced 
fumbles and recovered four fumbles in 22 games 
starting, which included his career at Harrison 
Central. 

Eckroth was first-team all-OV AC and all­
Eastern District. 

Eckroth was also a standout in wrestling, win­
ning the OV.AC title as a junior and finishing sec­
ond last winter. 

John. who is the son of Sandy Dorm and John 
Eckroth of Wintersville. is planning on attending 
West Liberty. 

KODY EDWARDS, East Liverpool - This 
standout offensive lineman was a key cog for now 
former coach Mark Asher's Potters. 

The 6-2, 260 pounder anchored !he offensive 
I ine at the center spot. 

Edwards was a first-team all -district, all­
OV AC and all-Quad County pick. He was a sec-

ond-team all-Ohio selection. 
Along with football, Edwards was a standout in 

baseball and wrestling. 
Kody, who is the son of Kim Creaturo and 

Keith Edwards, plans on attending Waynesburg 
University. 

CALEB GUNN, Cambridge - This former 
Bobcat earned four letters for Coach Rick 
Goodrich's team. • 

The 5-10, 220 pounder excelled on the offen­
sive and defensive lines. He was a center on 
offense and tackle on defense where he accumu­
lated 5 3 tackles. 

Gunn was a first-team all-Ohioan, all-Eastern 
District, all-OV AC, all-ECOL choice and was the 
ECOL Lineman of the Year. 

Along with football, Gunn was a standout in 
wrestling where he won the OV AC 215-pound 
title as an unseeded wrestler this past January. 

Caleb, who is the son of Carrie Ann and Keith 
Gunn of Kimbolton, is undecided about his future 
plans. 

WILLIAM PRUITT, Steubenville - This 
former Big Red two-way lineman was a multi­
year standout for Saccoccia's team. 

Playing at guard and defensive tackle, the 6-0, 
260 pounder was a team captain. He was also 
named all-Eastern District, and one of the I 0 
Blocks of Granite and received the Calvin Jones 
Award. 

William, who will attend Robert Morris, is the 
son of Brian and Loretta Pruitt. 

AARON SILVERIO, Shadyside - This 
Tiger mainstay was one of the key cogs in a tal­
ented offensive line for Coach Mark Holenka's 
squad. . 

The 6-1, 260 pounder graded out at 90 percent 
blocking and defensively he recorded 70 tackles, 
a safety and four fumble recoveries. 

As a senior, Silverio was named first-team all­
Ohio. first-team all-Eastern District, all-Times 
Leader, all-OVAC and all-Valley. 

He was also a standout in wrestling, winning 
the OV AC 285-pound title and finishing fourth in 
the state of Ohio. 

Aaron, who will wrestle at West Liberty 
University, is the son of Rich and Judy Silverio. 

ZAK STILES, St. Clairsville - This two­
way standout played a key role for Coach Brett 
McLean's squad. 

The 6- 1, 245 pounder played defensive end 
and offensive guard for the Red Devils. 

He had 22.5 sacks, 64 tackles. an interception 
and eight quarterback hurries. 

He was named firsMeam all-Eastern District. 
all,OVAC and was a finalist for the WTOV-9 
Blcoks of Granite. 

Stiles was also a letterman in basketball for the 
Red Devils. 

Zak, who plans on attending Waynesburg 
University, is the son of Bruce and Leslie Stiles of 
Bethesda. 

JOHN THOMPSON, East Liverpool ,­
This former Potter was a standout defensive line­
man for Asher's squad. 

The 6-0, 240 pounder recorded 34 tackles, 
including two for loss and 1.5 sacks. 

For his efforts, he was named first-team all­
Quad County and second-team all-OV AC. 

Along with football, Thompson was active in 
thespians and was the president of the Outdoor 
Adventure Club. 

John, who is planning on attending 
Waynesburg University, is the son of John and 
Deneen Thompson. 

JOSH TOLLIVER, Bellaire - This former 
Big Red was a two-way force for Coach Jose 
Davis' team. • 

The 6-2, 208 pounder was a force on the 
defensive line and earned all-Eastern District and 
all-Ohio honors for his efforts. He was also 
named all-OVAC and all-Times Leader. 

Along with those honors, Tolliver receiced the 
Todd Bates Memorial Award and the Claire 
Cribbs and Philip Chase A wards. 

Tolliver was also a standout in basketball and 
lettered in track and field for the Big Reds. 

Josh, who will attend Waynesburg University, 
is the son of Bishop Michael and Patricia 
Tolliver. 
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Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic 

Defense Does It 
W.VA. 24, OHIO 3 

Ohlo o 3 0 0 -3 
W-Vll'glnla 7 7 7 3 - 24 

W - Clifford 84 pass from Pytlak (Romito kickl 
0 - Wright 32 FG 
W - Lazear 3 run (Romito k,ckl 
W - Mu1ick 7 run (Romito kick> 
W - Romito 36 FG 

Statia1lca 
Ruahing: Ohio 25•4 (Price 6·6, Brown 1·6. 

Ch.Smelley 9·19, Cu.Smelley 1·3, Kinnick lH-12), Bain 
1 1, 3+171. Rose H 21; Woat Vorginia 39· 129•2td 
(Aerie 14-30, Pytlak 3-0, Musick 11-50-td, Lazear 8-38-
td, Clifford 1 3, Rowland 2-81. 

PaNinlJ: Ohoo 9-19-62-2• (Kinniclc 3-7•16-x. Brown 
G-1.0, Fick1esen 6-11·'6•x); Wost V11"91n,a 8-15-135-td 
(Angalich 4-7•37, Pytlak 4•8-98-tdl. 

R1c1Mng: Oh,o (Brown 2 2. Thompson 6-51, 
Price 2·91; West Virginia (Clifford 1•64-1d, Musick 5 
20. Martin 1-40, Koper 1-111. 

Flm Downs: Ohio J; Wes, Virginia 10 . 
.,.nallti•: Ohoo 0.0; West Vir11in1• 2· 10. 
Fumbl•: Ohio 3-2; West Virg,n,a 1•1. 

Additions 
\ 

Work Well 
For w .. va. 
Morgantown, South 
making a big difference 

Photos by Mike Palmer 
Top: Lin~ly's Phil Aerie !;lets dragg~ down by a pair of Ohio defenders during Sunday's OVAC All-Star showdown at Wheeling Island Stadium. Top, nght: The Cadets' Kyle Pytlak tries to escape Bellaire's Josh Tolliver. 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

WHEELING - When the OV AC 
began its expansion a few years ago into 
the Parkersburg and Morgantown areas, 
most weren't truly concerned with how 
those additions would affect the sports 
champions in each class. 

Ripley's crew leads Mountaineers to 2nd straight 'W' 
By RICK THORP 

Staff Writer 
WHEELING - Assigned with the 

daunting task of devising a plan to 
slow down a potentially potent Ohio 
offensive attack. West Virginia coach 
Mark Batton turned to the same group 
of folks that helped the Blue Eagles 
win a state championship last fall -
his assistants. 

players, .. an elated Batton exclaimed 
on the Wheeling Island Stadium turf. 
" And what a coaching staff l have for 
cry in· out loud ... 

• 'These (players) took their roles 
and went with it. There wasn't any 
complaining or anything. 

West Virginia outgamed Ohio 264-
66. 64 of which came on scoring strike 
from Kyle Pytlak to Marcus Clifford 
on the fourth play of the game. 

Pytlak, the former Linsly standout. 
dropped back and spotted a wide open 
Clifford who was streakmg across the 
middle of the field. The pass found the 
ex-Wheeling Central star at the Ohio 
:n and. from there. it wai. a simple 
sprin! to paydirt and a 7-0 lead. 

However. the though ts of the Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic quickly j umped into many's minds 
when South. Morgantown and University 
became full-fledged members. 

''What a special way to end a ~pe 
cial week.'· 

Many pundits expected the balance of 
power, which had hea\•i l y favored the 
Buckeye State, to begin to shift at !.Orne 
point. Coach Bob Ripley and his cohorts 

put a plan in place and the Moun­
taineers executed it to near perfection 
St~nday night as West Virginia topped 
Ohio 24-3 in the 66th annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Football 
Charity Classic. 

Defense and big plays ~parked the 
Mountaineers to victory. one that 
resulted in Ohio coach Dave Bruney 
being on the losing end for the first 
time in all-star competition. 

"I don't think we could've a!>ked 
our defense to play much better.·· 
Bruney said. "But offensively. we did 
n't have much consistency. 

• 'That was big.· · Batton said of the 
connection. "That gave our defense 
something to work with and gave them 
some confidence.· · 

Just two year~ into the e)(pansion and 
the Mountain State is a pelfect 2-0. 

WeM Virginia steamrolled over Ohio on 
Sunday night at Wheeling Island Stadium 
by a decisive 24-3 count. Ohio had little to cheer about until 

late in the first quarter. "It's great having the extra schools." 
West Virginia held the Buckeyes to 

66 total yards and three firs! downs 
(two of which came in the final 40 sec­
onds) in winning back-to-back all-star 
clashes for the first time in I 7 year~ 

"Sometimes. in all-star games in 
particular. that's your concern. 

After pinning West Virginia on its 
own 4. Pytlak tried to go long. But his 
pass was picked off by Martin!> Ferry's 
Casey Bain at the West Virginia 31 . 

West Virgmia coach Mark Batton said. 
" We got some nice players from Morgan­
town. our representative from South had a 
really nice play. ~o it's nice. 

·'Thi~ is a tremendous group of 

''You can't help your defense like 
that when the i r on the field that 
much." Pleau See DEFENSE. Page 14 Please See ADDITIONS. Pa,:e 14 

ADDITIONS 
(Continued from Page 13) 

"Those are large schools 
in both West Virginia an~ 
the OV AC, which makes 11 
nice." 

Ohio head coach Dave 
Bruney was definitely 
aware of the big-school 
players We_st Yirginia 
picked coming into the 
game. 

"The last two years, par­
ticularly, I thought West 
Virginia has had really fine 
teams," Bruney sai~. 
"They've got so~e contn• 
butions from big-school 
players. but we had that f?r 
years, so we can't complain 
about that." 

system, but 1t seems more 
and more people are jump­
ing back on the bandwagon 
for the bi-state clash. 

"l don't like losing, of 
course." Bruney said. 
"Overall, I think it's good 
for the game. I thought the 
crowd was pretty good, 
considering the heat and 
everything.·' • 

Tom Bruney - the 
Brooke coach who Jed West 
Virginia to victory last sum­
mer - took the same 
approach when he drafted 
his team. Take as many of 
the big-school players as 
possible and go from there. 

Bruney was one of the 
first guys to find Batton for 
a congratulations as the 
game went final. 

"Coach (Tom) Bruney 
and I both looked at each 
other on the sidelines and 
help up the number two on 
our fingers.'• Batton 

explained. . _ . 
With West V1rgm1a own-

ing a two-game winnin$ 
streak it also makes 1t 
tough for future Mountain 
State coaches to use the 
popular underdog role in 
camp. 

But, that's okay with 
Batton. 

"West Virginia was right 
in this game for a long time, 
but it sort of fell on hard 
times." Batton said. "I 
thmk this is import~nt. a!'d 
crucial for West V1rg101a. 
Good luck to the guy who 
coaches this next year 
because I think we've defi­
nitely built some co~fi ­
dence the last two years. 
WELCOME BACK TO 

THE ISLAND! 
The victory is especially 

sweet for Batton, who will 
begin work with his 2011 
Blue Eagles in a little more 
than a week. 

The veteran Blue Eagles 
mentor had always dreamed 
about the feelings of stand­
ing on the Wheeling Island 
turf as a West Virginia state 
champion and as the win­
ning all-star game coach. 

ln a span of eight 
months, he experienced 
both. 

The Blue Eagles capped 
a perfect 14-0 season for 
the Class AA State Cham­
pionship and then Su~day's 
victory. He had pr~v1ousl_y 
come up short in his previ­
ous tries in both. 

"I always ~onder~d 
what it would be hke to wm 
one of these games after 
losing here four years ago," 
Batton said. " I will be hon­
est, our staff had a bitter 
taste in its mouth after that 
one because we thought we 
outplayed them, but this is 
truly special. and I am so 
proud of these players.'· 

Prior to West Virginia 
winning back- to-back 
encounters, Ohio had 
claimed 14 of the previous 
15 matchups. Then people 
were barking for format 
changes and finding a new ---------~-----DEFENSE 
(Continued from Page 13) 

The Buckeyes drove into 
the redzone, but had to set­
tle for a 32-yard field goal 
by River's Tanner Wright 
to cut the deficit to 7-3 on 
the first play of the second 
quarter. 

Neither team put togeth­
er long, successful dnves. 
West Virginia. however, 
staged one later in the sec­
ond quarter highlighted by 
Brooke's Ryan Lazear. 

The first team All-West 

Virginian carried the ball 
four times for 2 3 yards, 
including a 3-yard tol!ch­
down carry to cap a nme­
pl a y effort that gave the 
Mountaineers a 14-3 
advantage. 

Lazear finished with 38 
yards, but Morgantown's 
Joey Musick led all rushers 
with 50 yards on 1 I totes: 

Musick's 7-yard run m 
the third quarter gave ~est 
Virginia a commanding 
2 I -3 lead. 

''They kind of wore us 

down with their size," 
Bruney said. "I was wor­
ried that if they got out t<? a 
double-digit lead, and with 
the numbers of good backs 
they had, they could wear 
us down a little bit and 
~ilk the clock. And that's 
what they did." 

Morgantown' s f'!ick 
Romito·s 36-yard field 
goal capped the scoring in 
the fourth quarter. 

Union Local's Bernie 
Thompson hauled in six 
passes for 51 yards for 

Ohio, while Bridgeport' s 
Chris Smelley ran for 19 
yards on nine carries. 

"I told (my team) I had 
a great time with them," 
Bruney said. "They com­
peted very hard and it just 
didn' t work out for us. 

"I want to congratulate 
Coach Batton and the West 
Virginia kids. I thought 
once they got that lead they 
had a very sound offensive 
plan. . 

"They did what we hke 
to do." 

13 
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PICTURED IS 1he Ohio squad for this evening's 66th annual Audy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic. Front 
row, from left, are head coach Dave Bruney, Willie Leavell (East Liverpool), Chris Smelley (Bridgeport), Zach Kinnici< {St. 
Clairsvme), Ellis Brown (Slladystde}, Joe Zebbs (St Clairsville) and assistant coach Bill Bruney. Second row, from left, are 
Tanner Wright (River). Josh Tolliver (Bellaire), Kyle Blanchard (Harrison Central), Jake Brunoni (Frontier), Casey Bain 1.....:~;,</!r.i-t"':""''­
(Martins ferry) and Corey Fickiesen (Frontier). Third row, from left are Johnny Byers (Edison), Trevor Mourer 
(Meadowbrook), Curt Smelley (Sridgeporl), Michael Rose (Martins Ferry), Niko 0110 (Indian Creek). Tyler Kurtz (BarnesvUle) 
and Aaron Silverio (Shadyside}. Fourth row, from left, are Kooy Edwards (East LiverpooQ. Caleb Gunn (Cambridge). John l...ll,;;.m.i:;i::i:~....r;...1 

u...lli.;;.......;.;i......M...u Eckroth (Steubenville), Willie Pruitt (Steubenville), Mason Campbell (Steubenville), Zak Stiles (St Clairsvilte) and John 
ThOmpson {East Li'vefP()Ot). Fifth row. from left, are Jack Beavers (Martins Fefry), Garrett Price (Bridgeport), Bobby Dayton 

.---...,,,..,,,..,---,. {Martins Ferry), Marcus SChumacher (Monroe Central), Bernie Thompson (Union Local). Taylor Brown {Shadyside), Brent 
Klrk (Buckeye Local) and Logan Hudson (Shadyside). Top row. from left, are manager Corey Bennett, assistant coaches 
John Bennett. Rich Materkosld, Jim Hoover, Joe Kosar, Joe Mamone, Mike Rose. Nick Stankovich, Chas Yoder and managT 
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er Dalton Hoover. 

Foot·Dal • IS 
• OVAC All-Star Game set to take the field this evening 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Se5irts EdilOf 

WHEEUNG - There are plenty of 
;1c1ivi1ies lhat surround the Rudy Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic. 

However. ~t 7: 15 p.m. this evening. all 
eye1, of the Ohio Valley will firmly planted 
on Wheeling Islan.d Stadium when the foot­
baH ~tars or the Ohio and West Virginia 
1ake the field for lhe 66th lime in the annu­
al game. which is widely considered one of 
1he premier sporting and social events of 
the Ohio Valley calendar. 

.. This has been a really good week." said 
Ohio head coach Da\ie Bou1ey. who is set 
to lead the Buckeye State onto I.he Island 
turf for tile fifth time in his illumious 
career. ''You're always a liu.le apprehensive 
a<; you get older because you don't want to 
babysit, but these guys have been good, 
and we·ve had a lot of fun with them:· 

The opportunity to coach the Mumley 
Classic in five different decades wa~ just 
too much for Bruney to pass up 1his week. 
I-le and his Martins ferry coaching staff 
along with B players from all over the 
Ohio Valley - have formed a solid rap­
pon in the week they've been together. 

··The~e kids joke around and have run, 
but !hey also know when h"s time to 
work:· Bruney ~aid . .. These kids know 
~-hat we expect or them. Certainly. we 'd 
like to wm. which i'- important to everyone, 
but a'> you gel older. you start to reaJize 
1h<>rP a~<> .. om..- 1hin11, :i linl~ mofl" ,moor-

~ 

Pholo Cowtesvi9RIGGS PHOTOOOAPI-IY 
THE OPPOSING ooaohes in tonight's game, Mark Batton (left) of Magnolia and 
Dave Bruney (right) of Martins Ferry pose with Game Director Bob Koch during 
media day last Monday at Bethany College. 

down." Bruney said. "There·s time when 
we _get 10 the stadium to do ,;,ome things 
ljke have a walk through and just go over 
1bing!>. I think the weather we·ve had and 
only five or si:x days of preparation. ii pre­
disposes kids to heat ailme.nt on Sunday. l 
would think if ifs like the way if,; been. 
........ ,.uh..,. l.nfJ'f'llP. "ff,i ,..ii,,a,I"\ ,:-1,.;,.ul fl , .... "n<'i,-IPT" 

from the other sideline. 
~we' ve prepa1ed for what we 1hought 

we could do besl (against Wes1 -Virginia) 
with 1he players we !lad.~ Bruney said. 
"We looked at five {Magnolia) tapes to just 
kind of gel an idea of wha1 their personality 
is because we've nm played them in a long, 
•nn r'I t~ rn a C:.:n. 1u.o. • t..r.P 1-. ,.;i...-.n ,...,..,.i,, n~..--t .,,..,. 

FICKIESEN 
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PICTURED IS the Ohio squad for this evening's 66th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic. Front 
row, from left, are head coach Dave Bruney, Willie Leavell (East Liverpool), Chris Smelley (Bridgeport), Zach Kinnick (St. 
Clairsville), Ellis Brown (Shadyside), Joe Zebbs (St. Clairsville) and assistant c;oach Bill Bruney. Second row, from left, are 
Tanner Wright (River), Josh Tolliver (Bellaire), Kyle Blanchard (Harrison Central), Jake Brunoni (Frontier), Casey Bain 
{Martins Ferry) and Corey Fickiesen (Frontier). Third row, from left, are Johnny Byers (Edison), Trevor Mourer 
(Meadowbrook), Curt Smelley (Bridgeport), Michael Rose (Martins Ferry), Niko Otto (Indian Creek), Tyler Kurtz (Barnesville) 
and Aaron Silverio (Shadyside). Fourth row, from left, are Kody Edwards (East Liverpool), Caleb Gunn (Cambridge), John 

11...11.,;.,_...,;.;;...,..-...w Eckroth (Steubenville), Willie Pruitt (Steubenville), Mason Campbell (Steubenville), Zak Stiles (St. Clairsville) and John 
Thompson (East Liverpool). Fifth row, from left, are Jack Beavers (Martins Ferry), Garrett Price (Bridgeport), Bobby Dayton 

--=~--, (Martins Ferry), Marcus Schumacher (Monroe Central), Bernie Thompson (Union Local), Taylor Brown (Shadyside), Brent 
Kirk (Buckeye Local) and Logan Hudson (Shadyside). Top row, from left, are manager Corey Bennett, assistant coaches 
John Bennett, Rich Materkoski, Jim Hoover, Joe Kosar, Joe Mamone, Mike Rose, Nick Stankovich, Chas Yoder and manag­
er Dalton HQover. 
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By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

WHEELING - There are plenty of 
activities that surround the Rudy Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic. 

However. at 7: 15 p.m. this evening. all 
eyes of the Ohio Valley will firmly plan1ed 
on Wheeling Island Stadium when the foot­
ball stars of the Ohio and West Virginia 
take the field for the 66th time in the annu­
al game. which is widely considered one of 
the premier sporting and social events of 
the Ohio Valley calendar. 

"This has been a really good week." said 
Ohio head coach Dave Bruney. who is set 
to lead the Buckeye State onw the Island 
turf for the fifth time in his illustrious 
career. "You're always a little apprehensive 
as you get older because you don't want to 
babysit. but these guys have been good, 
and we've had a lot of fun with them." 

The opportunity to coach the Mumley 
Classic in five different decades was just 
too much for Bruney to pass up this week. 
He and his Manins Ferry coaching staff 
along with 3 3 players from all over the 
Ohio Valley have formed a solid rap­
port in the week they've been together. 

"These kids joke around and have fun. 
but they also know when it' s time to 
work ... Bruney said. "These k ids know 
what we expect of them. Certainly. we'd 
like to win. which is important to everyone. 
but as you get older. you start to realize 
there are some things a little more impor­
tant than that. Their experience and hope­
fully everyone getting involved for as much 
time as we can. Winning on top of that 
would certainly make it special." 

The players began preparation a week 
ago at Bethany College and after battling 
oppressive heat some 12 practices later. the 
players are ready to strap it up for real. 

Both Ohio and West Virginia will go 
through a Vespers services this morning. 
eat a team meal on the Bison campus 
before boarding the buses for Wheeling 
Island at approximately 3:30 p.m. 

"When you consider the circumstances 
we ·ve been practicing under this week with 
the heat. we've had to cut the practice time 

Photo Courtesy/BRIGGS PHOTOGRAPHY 

THE OPPOSING coaches in tonight's game, Mark Batton (left) of Magnolia and 
Dave Bruney (right) of Martins Ferry pose with Game Director Bob Koch during 
media day last Monday at Bethany College. 

from the other sideline. 

MOURER 

down:· Bruney said. "There's time when 
we get to the stadium to do some things 
like have a walk through and just go over 
things. I think the weather we've had and 
only five or six days of preparation. it pre­
disposes kids to heat ailment on Sunday. I 
would think if it's like the way it'~ been. 
maybe (game officials) should consider 
pushing the starting time back." 

West Virginia head coach Mark Batton 
and his coaching staff have also found it 
quite a task to keep the players fresh, while 
still being able to accomplish the things 
needed. 

"We've prepared for what we thought 
we could do best (against West Virginia) 
with the players we had," Bruney said. 
"We looked at five (Magnolia) tapes to just 
kind of get an idea of what their personality 
is because we' ve not played them in a long, 
long time. So. we've been preparing 
against things that seem to be their favorite 
things to do. but I'm sure they're going to _ _..,....: 
have things to best utilize the talents of the Cu. SMELLEY 

" It's been a great week, but weather­
wise it's been a challenge." Batton said. 
"We've backed off a little bit. We're just 
trying to polish things and get their legs 
back. The kids have been wonderful and 
they're true football players.'' 

One of the most challenging aspects of 
the camp for both teams has been not only 
installing their own game plans. but also 
trying to prepare for what they might ~ee 

players they took. so you 're kind of cold." 
The Ohio offense will be triggered by St. 

Clairsville ·s Zach Kinnick, who will start 
the game. Also slated to see time at quar- ~. 
terback is Frontier's Corey Fickiesen. 

The tailback position will be shared pri­
marily between Bridgeport's Chris Smelley 
and Martins Ferry's Casey Bain. 
Bridgeport's Curt Smelley 1s ticketed to 
serve as the Buckeyes· fullback. 

On the perimeter. Harrison Central•~ 
Kyle Blanchard. Bridgeport 's Garrett Price 

See, OVAC, Page 82 

CAMPBELL PRUITT ECKROTH GUNN EDWARDS SILVERIO KURTZ OTTO 
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SPORTS 

Past OVAC Game Scores 

2011 - ?????? 
2010 - West Virginia 24, Ohio 14 
2009' - Ohio 47, Wes1 Viiginia 7 
2008 - Ohio 31, West VillJinia 7 
2007 - Ohio 6, West Virg1lllil 3 
2006 - Ohio 22, West Virginia o 
2005 - Ohio 35, West Virginia 6 
2004 - West Virginia 21, Oh10 7 
2003 - Ollio32, West Virginia 26 
2002 - Ohio 19, West Virginia 12 
2001 - Ohio 36, Wesl Virginia O 
2000 - Ohio 13, Wesl Virginia 7 
1999 - Ohio 32, West Virginia o 
1998 - Ohio 41, West Virginia 14 
1997 - Ohio 24, West Virginia 14 
1996 - Ohio 43, West Vir91n1a 21 
1995 - Otuo21. WestVirg1niaO 
1994 - West Virginia 19 Ohio 14 
1993 - West Virginia 34, Ohio 32 
1992 - 0-0. Wash Out. 
1991 OIIJo 30, West Virginia 6 
1990 - Ohio 42, West Virginia 0 
1989 - West Virg1n1a 22, Ohio 14 
1988 - Ohio 13. West Virginia 7 
1987 Ohio 13, West V119inia 11 
1986 - Ohio 14 West Vi19•11a 6 
1985 - Wes1 Virginia 28, Ohio 26 
1984 - Ohio 23, West Vi19inia 6 
1983 - Ohio 26, West Virginia 16 
1982 - West Virginia 7, Ohio 6 
1981 - Ohio 17, West Virginia 14 
1980 - Ohio 10, West Virginia 7 
1979- Ollio47, WestVi19inia 13 
1978 - Ohio 21, West Virginia 13 
1977 - West Virginia 21, Ohio 0 
1976 - West Virginia 33 Ohio 20 
1975 - West Virginia 8. Ohio O 

1974 - West Virgm,a 13, Qh,o 6 
1973 - West Virginia 38 Ohio 20 
1972 - Ohio 24, West Virginia 6 
1971 - No Game 
1970 - No Game. 
1969 - West Virginia 12, Ohio 0 
1968 - Ohio 6, West Virginia 0 
1967 - West Virginia 18. OhioO 
1966 - Otno 26, West Virginia 0 
1965 - Ohio 22, West Virginia o 
1964 - Oh10 2, Wesl Virginia 0 
1963 - No Game 
1962 - West Virginia 12, Ohio 6 
1961 - West Virginia 13, OluoO 
1960 - Oh10 7 West Virg1n1a 6 
1959 - West Virginia 7, Oh,o 6. 
1958 Oh,o 25, West Vi19ima 0 
1957 - Oh10 14, West Virginia 13 
1956 - Oh10 27 West VIJ9ima 0 
1955 - Oh10 31 West Vi191ma 20 
1954 - Wesl Virginia 13, Oh,o 0 
1953 - West Virginia 7, Ohio 0 
1952 - Ohio 26, West Virginia 19 
1951 - Ohio 13. West Virginia 6 
1950 Ohio 14, West Virginia O 
1949 - West Virginia 6 Ohio 0 
1948 - Ohio 20, West Virginia 7 
1947 - West Vi19inia 13, Ohio 7 
1946 - Ohio 26, Wes! Virginia 7 
1945 - No Game. 
I 944 - No Game. 
1943 - No Game. 
1942 - Wes! Virginia 7, Ohio 0 
I 94 I - Wes! Virginia 7, Ohio 0 
1940 - West Virginia 13, Ohio 7. 
AH-Time series· Ohio leads. 41•23· 
I 
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Photo courtesy/ BRIGGS PHOTOGRAPHY 
PICTURED IS the West Virginia squad for the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity All-Star Football Classic. Front row, from left, 
are head coach Mark Batton, Traeh Keller (Magnolia). Joey Musick (Morgantown), Logan Martin (John Marshall), Joey 
DiNardo (Brooke), Kyle Pytlak (Linlsy) and trainer Randy Elliott. Second row, from left, are Jordan Angalich (Bishop 
Donahue), Reuben Pine (Weir), Phil Aerie (Linsly), Marcus Clifford (Wheeling Central), Zach Morris (Wheeling Park), 
Chris Eloi (Weirton Madonna) and Ryan Lazear (Brooke). Third row, from left, are Boone Kehrer (Tyler Consolidated), 
Chance Rowland (Oak Glen), Billy Perkins (Brooke), Alex Schramm (Wheeling Park), Jeff Kidder (Parkersburg South) and 
Sam Shepherd (Magnolia). Fourth row, from left, are Anthony Pederson (Brooke), Davie Sivert (Valley), Matt Riggs 
(Magnolia), Dan Heupp (Weir), John Duplaga (Wheeling Central), Hayden Greenlief (Weirton Madonna) and Chris 
Williams (John Marshall). Fifth row, from left, are Tyler Jacovetty (Wheeling Central), Kaleb Kucera (Bishop Donahue), 
Michael Berardi (John Marshall), McKenzie Peluchette (Wheeling Central), Tanner Whyte (Cameron), Jared Adrian 
(Morgantown), Shane Koper (Oak Glen) and Nick Romito (Morgantown). Sixth row, from left, are manager Drew Keller, 
manager Jayson Keller, assistant coaches Bob Ripley, Mark Blair, Dave Chapman, Moke Riggs, Jim West, Dave 
Grandstaff, manager Chase West and manager Matty Filippelli. 

HORSESHOE BEND Golf COURSE 
Armstrong Mills, OH 740-888w2351 

SlllilDUTIS 
Weekday 18 Holes & 1/2 Cart ......... $17 
Senior 18 Holes & 1/2 Cart ............. $15 
Weekend 18 Holes & 1/2 Cart ......... $24 
Senior 18 Holes & 1/2 Cart ............. $22 

www.horseshoebend olfcourse.com 

ALL ·FOl£'rfUN!' 
50570 National Road East, 

St. Clairsville, OH 43950 
(740) 695-6191 

NOW OPEN! p~~;G 
- -

· ·-e,~•.:i;~;~·:.:-· . ;· · ·.r -:.....·: ; · t· ,.:~{ · <- .-: -- ·r-S:..-;:.;- ; ,~;; 

PRACTICE IN OUR BATTING CAGES! 

TEE OFF IN WEST VIRGINIA 
PUTT OUT IN PENNSYLVANIA 

(That is, if you don't slice it into Ohio First) 

HIGHLAND SPRINGS 
GOLF COURSE 
304-737-2201 

k;:mq:&Ja;WKMar 
Seniors ... 18 Holes 1/2 Cart $23 
Under 62 18 Holes 1/2 Cart $25 

l'f4Ct'::.;a & Hddm 18 Holes 1 /2 Cart $33 

TDIF ~t 
(The Golf Is Fantastic) 

tiPf'4al Offer 

SISTEBSVDJ.E 
CouTBYCLn 

1a· HOLES OF GOLF 
W/CART '20.00 

Good Anytime 
Call Pro Shop 

~l'U .. ll.f.lJ. l:IIUV; 
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and Union Local ·s 
Bernie Thompson have 
been penciled in the pri­
mary receivers. 

guard, respectively. On the 
right side, Shadyside's 
Aaron Silverio and Martins 
Ferry's Jack Beavers will 
serve as the guard and tack­
le. 

we·ve had with the excep- and Wheeling Central 's 
tion of 1979 and 1983 McKenzie Peluchette will 

"We're pleased with our 
offense." Bruney said. "It 
basically shook out the way 
we thought it would. 
according to the film we 
watched." 

In the trenches, the Ohio 
squad boasts a big .and agile 
offensive line. Cambridge's 
Caleb Gunn and East 
Liverpool's Kody Edwards 
will split time at center. 

Steubenville's duo of 
Mason Campbell and 
Willie Pruitt will anchor the 
left side at tackle and 

Monroe Central· s 
Marcus Schumacher has 
been named the tight end 
for the Ohio squad. 

"It's a relatively short 
week for the coaches in 
terms of preparation, but 
after five or six days the 
kids think they ' re ready," 
Bruney said. "Sometimes 
they think that even when 
they're not. but we're as far 
along as we·ve been with 
any of the other teams 

games which were 14-day 
camps and the 1999 game 
was I O days." 

The West Virginia quar­
terback job was won by 
Linsly's Kyle Pytlak. 
Bishop Donahue's Jordan 
Angalich will see time. 

Wheeling Central's 
Marcus Clifford. 
Morgantown's Joey Musick 
and Linsly's Phil Aerie are 
expected to see much of the 
action at tailback. but when 
they're in will be deter­
mined by formation . 
according to Batton. 

Brooke's Joey DiNardo 

The 13th Annual · 

~ SAMUEL A. MUMLEY 

"Do it For the Kids " 
Saturday, August 13, 2011 • 8:13 A.M. • St. Clairsville, OH 

PIZZA• SNACKS • BEVERAGES • DOOR PRIZES 
First 300 Entrants Receive T-Shirt 

Race Information: 
SK RUN/MALE • SK RUN/FEMALE • SK WALK/MALE • SK WALK/FEMALE • 

CROSS COUNTRY DIVISION 5K RUN 
OVAC HIGH SCHOOL RUNNERS (Female 1,2,3,4,5 & Male 1,2,3,4,5) 

COURSE: 
The start and finish of !he race will be in front of the Belmont County Courthouse on Main Street and 

covering the streets of St. Clairsville and North on the National Bike Trail. 

Get more information online at 
www.stcsunrise.org 

get the call at the wide 
receiver spot. 

In the trenches, Brooke's 
Anthony Pederson will start 
at center. Magnolia's Matt 
Riggs will start at right 
guard and be flanked by 
Weir's Dan Heupp at tack­
le. On the left side of the 
line, Central ' s John 
Duplaga will be the guard, 
while John Marshall's 
Michael Berardi begins at 
left tackle. 

"Coach (Dave) Chapman 
has worked hard this week 
on our offense ." Batton 
said. "You're sending plays 
in from the sfdelines, differ-
ent formations and different 
personnel. so to get the play 
in and th~n execute the play 
is a challenge, but we're 
pleased with how the kids 
have adapted and picked 
everything up." 

Ohio 's defensive unit 
will feature depth at seem­
ingly every position. 

Steubenville's John 
Eckroth, St. Clairsville's 
Zak Stiles and East 
Liverpool 's John 
Thompson are slated to line 
up at the defensive tackle 
spots. 

On the ends. Ferry's 
Bobby Dayton. Bellaire's 
Josh Tolliver and 
Meadowbrook ' s Trevor 
Mourer will all alternate. 
Shadyside's Taylor Brown, 
who's been slowed during 
the week with a leg injury. 
i s expected to play this 
evening. 

At the linebacker spots. 
Ferry's Michael Rose. 
Barnesville's Tyler Kurtz. 

..... - _, - _ _ _ _ _ Frontier's Jacob Brunoni 
and Edison's Johnny Byers 
are all ticketed for action at 
outside linebacker. 

.~t 
·w·! 

Saturday, August 13, 2010 
8:13AM. 

I -~ ... 
I Name ______________ _ 

I Address -----------------
1 City ,State, Zip ___________ _ 

Phone. _______ Age at Race Date ___ _ 

I ENTRY FEE: Pre-registration fee is $15.00 for either the 5K walk ot run llllti1 August 11 Ill 
, .. . . . .~i:ed!y~istra,~~ist~-00 ~1a"~lo,!:4Ja~·-· ... . ~ .. '"""" 

St. Clairsville, Ohio 
Check all races yO\J are entering: 
D 5KRun 
05KWalk 
0 (OVAC HIGH SCHOOL RUNNERS! 

I At the inside linebacker 
spot, Indian Creek's Niko 

I Otto and Shadyside's 
Logan Hudson are expected 

I to see a lot of time. Curt 
Smelley and Schumacher 
could also see time. Grade level__ I 

SK Cross Country Division In the secondary. St. 
Shrt Size; 
os 

I Clairsville' s Joe Zebbs, 
Buckeye Local's Brent 

• T,' I r - - • 'f " 



Chris· Elol° (Weirton Madonna) and Ryan Lazear (lirooke). Third ;ow,' from left, are Boone Kehrer (Tyler Consolidated): 
Chance Rowland (Oak Glen), Billy Perkins (Brooke), Alex Schramm (Wheeling Park), Jeff Kidder (Parkersburg South) and 
Sam Shepherd (Magnolia). Fourth row, from left, are Anthony Pederson (Brooke), Davie Sivert (Valley), Matt Riggs 
(Magnolia), Dan Heupp (Weir), John Duplaga (Wheeling Central), Hayden Greenlief (Weirton Madonrta) and Chris 
Williams (John Marshall). Fifth row, from left, are Tyler Jacovetty (Wheeling Central), Kaleb Kucera (Bishop Donahue), 
Michael Berardi (John Marshall), McKenzie Peluchette (Wheeling Central), Tanner Whyte (Cameron), Jared Adrian 
(Morgantown), Shane Koper (Oak Glen) and Nick Romito (Morgantown). Sixth row, from left, are manager Drew Keller, 
manager Jayson Keller, assistant coaches Bob Ripley, Mark Blair, Dave Chapman, Moke Riggs, Jim West, Dave 
Grandstaff, manager Shase West and manager Matty Filippelli. 

eekday 1 Holes Cart ........ :$1 
enior 18 Holes & 1/2 Cart ............. $1 
eekend 18 Holes & 1/2 Cart ......... $2 

enior 18 Holes & 1/2 Cart ............. $ 
www.horseshoebend olfcourse.com 

ALLrORfUNJ' 
50570 National Road East, 
St. Clairsville, OH 43950 
(740) 695-6191 

W O,nr=AI/ WEATHER 
r C:,,/ V • PERMITTING 

TEE OFF IN WEST VIRGINIA 
PUTT OUT IN PENNSYLVANIA 

(That is, if you don't slice it into Ohio First} 
IGHLAND SPRINGS 

GOLF COURSE 
304-737-2201 

5u.mmerRafe§:Wegda, 
Seniors ... 18 Holes 1/2 Cart $23 
Under 62 18 Holes 1/2 Cart $25 

~&ffdd!n 18 Holes 112 Cart $33 

TGIF_.,-=c 
(The Golf Is Fantastic) 

SJltur,,jgJ 0.ffq 
18 HOLES OF GOLF 

W/CART '20.00 
Good Anytime 
Call Pro Shop 

lJ.(J.4,IJSJ .. fl00.5 

RfOOAKSGOLFCOURS 
18 Hole Public Course 

Blooming_dale, OH 
1-877-Rf D OAKS 

SUMMER RATES 
18 Holes -1/2 Cart 

WEEKDAYS $24 • WEEKENDS $27 
SENIORS M-F 18 Holes -1/2 Cart- $22 

c,(oWr-06!4 ~ "" 
go0. ' _/J 

l05Castlc~on ~•}!-Slate ~ • el51 • Hopcdak, OH 43976 
• (74'0)"93Z-2.J73 

Weekday - 18 Holes w/Otrt • $22.00 
Weekday Senior 18 Holes w/Cart - $18.00 

Weekday Play All Day $3S.OO 
Weekend - 18 Holes w/Cart • $30.00 

Weekend 18 Holes w Cart - After 1:00 - $24.00 
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and Union Local's 
Bernie Thompson have 
been penciled in the pri­
mary receivers. 

"We're pleased with our 
offense," Bruney said. ''It 
basically shook out the way 
we thought it would, 
according to the film we 
watched." 

In the trenches. the Ohio 
squad boasts a big and agile 
offensive line. Cambridge's 
Caleb Gunn and East 
Liverpool's Kody Edwards 
will split time at center. 

Steubenville's duo of 
Mason Campbell and 
Willie Pruitt will anchor the 
left side at tackle and 

guard. respectively. On the 
right side. Shadyside's 
Aaron Silverio and Martins 
Ferry 's Jack Beavers will 
serve as the guard and tack­
le. 

Monroe Central's 
Marcus Schumacher has 
been named the tight end 
for the Ohio squad. 

''It's a relatively short 
week for the coaches in 
terms of preparation. but 
after five or six days the 
kids think they're ready," 
Bruney said. "Sometimes 
they think that even when 
they're not, but we're as far 
along as we've been with 
any of the other teams 

we've had with the excep­
tion of 1979 and 1983 
games which were 14-day 
camps and the 1 999 game 
was IO days." 

The West Virginia quar­
terback job was won by 
Linsly's Kyle Pytlak. 
Bishop Donahue 's Jordan 
Angalich will see time. 

Wheeling Central' s 
Marcus Clifford, 
Morgantown's Joey Musick 
and Linsly's Phil Aerie are 
expected to see much of the 
action at tailback. but when 
they're in will be deter­
mined by formation , 
according to Batton. 

Brooke's Joey DiNardo 

and Wheeling Central ' s 
McKenzie Peluchette will 
get the call at the wide 
receiver spot. 

In the trenches, Brooke's 
Anthony Pederson will start 
at center. Magnolia's Matt 
Riggs will start at right 
guard and be flanked by 
Weir's Dan Heupp at tack­
le. On the left side of the 
line. Central ' s John 
Duplaga will be the guard, 
while John Marshall's 
Michael Berardi begins at 
left tackle. 

"Coach (Dave) Chapman 
has worked hard this week 
on our offense." Batton 
said. "You' re sending plays 
in from the sfdelines. differ­.-----------T-h_e_1_3_t_h_An __ n_u_af __ ---------. ent formations and different 
per!>onnel. so to get the play 

~ SAMUEL A. MUML· .. Eu in and then execute the play 
;:I, . .l· is a challenge. but we' re 

pleased with how the kids 
have adapted and picked 
everything up." 

"Do it For the Kids " 
Oh io· s defensive unit 

will feature depth at seem­
ingly every position. 

Saturday, August 13, 2011 • 8:13 A.M. •St.Clairsville, OH 
Steubenville·s John 

Eckroth, St. Clairsville's 
Zak Stiles and East 
Liverpool's John 
Thompson are slated to line 
up at the defensive tackle 
spots. 

PIZZA • SNACKS • BEVERAGES • DOOR PRIZES 
First 300 Entrants Receive T-Shirt 

Race Information: 
SK RUN/MALE • 5K RUN/FEMALE • 5K WALK/MALE • SK WALK/FEMALE • 

CROSS COUNTRY DIVISION 5K RUN 
OVAC HIGH SCHOOL RUNNERS (Female 1,2,3,4,5 & Male 1,2,3,4,5) 

COURSE: 
The start and finish of the race will be in front of the Belmont County Courthouse on Main Street and 

covering the streets of St. Clairsville and North on the National Bike Trail. 

Get more information online at 
www.stcsunrise.org 

., 
CBAITDIO~,_. 

Saturday, August 13, 2010 
8:13 A.M. 

St. Clairsville, Ohio 

On the ends. Ferry's 
Bobby Dayton. Bellaire's 
Josh Tolliver and 
Meadowbrook· s Trevor 
Mourer will all alternate. 
Shadyside's Taylor Brown, 
who's been slowed during 
the week with a leg injury, 
is expected to play this 
evening. 

At the linebacker spots. 
Ferry's Michael Rose. 
Barnesville's Tyler Kurtz, 

_ Frontier's Jacob Brunoni 
and Edison's Johnny Byers 

I are all ticketed for action at 
outside linebacker. 

I Name ______________ _ 
Check all races you are entering: 
D SK Run 
□ SK Walk 

At the inside linebacker 
spot, Indian Creek's Niko 
Otto and Shadyside' s 
Logan Hudson are expected 
to see a lot of time . Curt 
Smelley and Schumacher 
could also see time. 

I Address. _____________ _ I 0 iOVAC HIGH SCHOOl RUNNERS) I City ,State, Zip ___________ _ 
Phone _______ Age at Race Date ___ _ 

Grade Leve __ I 
5K Cross Country Division 

I ENTRY FEE: Pre-registration fee is $15.00 for either the SK walk or run until August 11111. 
Race day registration fee is $20.00 6:45 am to 7:45 am. 

Shirt Size: 
□s I Make checks payable to: St. Clairsville Sunrise Rotary, P.O. Box 81. St. Clairsville. OH 43950. □M 

Far ard n~ of perllmDl lo~iti\llis ract. I Ill myself, my hen . ....:ulOIS arGadMs:ra'.01$.do hereby D L 
1"'8a,earGdiscloatgeltle-.~.olllciab.~ aod alolltlel!IOlllbfflard o'bsol 11>eStClarnieS..... 

Rola,yCkd>. a,, r.., olSl Oarnie ardh Sl Clamle!let)all'llfflof ~ and Recrtaicln. nimaldaimSard danageSansilg □ XL 
nimmypnopalionn111isract.1a11eS1ar<lw,ify111at1,..~11n111a .. o.rlloenlyllalre(l llfJMMlll □XXL 

□ Male 

D Fema'e 

I 
Signature _________________ Date ____ _ 

I _ _ _ ~renU~rdia~nat:,:' Und~8 

Thank You to Our Very Generous Sponsors 
TITLE SILVER PLATINUM 

WTRF-Fox Oh,o Valley 
St. Clansville Health Cenler, 

a Otv11,on or Belmon1 
Ci>mmunity Hospital 

GOLD 
Centre Town Fitness 

Forever A Masterpiece 
Independent Insurance Agents 

of Belmont County 
Kroger 

Park Health Center 
Lion Industries, LLC 

Beck-Allmeyer Funeral Homes & 
Crematory 

Steele & Cook Insurance 
Rebecca Fabry, D C.-SI. Cla1rsviDe 

Chiropracilc Clinic, UC 
Mayor Roilert Viocenzo 

1m Appraisals 
SI. Clairsville Police Deparvnent 

Mix 97 3 
Llllllr AdverliSIIIQ 

Ohio Valley Athletic C.OOlereoce 
RS Racing Syslems-Champion Chip 

Thal Pnnt Place 
The Times leader 

Vocelli's Pizza 

---------BRONZE---------
Ye Olde Alpha 

Ouiznos-Ohio Valley MaD 
Faoois Pizza 

Vaughn Coast & Vaugh, nc 
Michael J. Smilh, CPA 

SI. Clair Cleaners 
Runners Connection 

Denny's Hair Des,gnmg 

PATRONS 
Belmonl County ComllllSSioner. Ginny Favede 

Greg Ray & Family 
Convenient Food Stores 
Rev. Lee Eilert & Family 

Don & Chartotte Blair 
Wheeling Lake & Erie Railway. Brewsler, OH 

ors. Favede & Associates Vision Source 
Stewar1S RV Center 

SI. Clairsville Ric111and School District 
The Citizens Bank 
The Hea11h Plan 

Softite Ci>mmunity Federal Credit Union 
Freg·ia1o, Myser & Davies 
Toothman Funeral Home 

Ohio Auto Club 
Pike liland Dental Associates. 

Chuck Oematte, DDS 
Ban'ler& While 

Homestead Awards 
Belmont Savings Bank 

Thomas, Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep & Ram 
Ohio Unive!sity Eastern 

Har'l1'y Goodman Realtor 
Wal-Mart 

Riesbeci('s 

Kirk's Homemade Ice Cream 
Potterfield's Drive•Thn.i Fann & Garden 

WesBanco Bank, Inc. 

GRAND 
DOOR PRIZE 

Cenlre Town Fitness -One Year Membership, 
Hat & T-Shirt, $800+ Value 

• 

I 
In the secondary, St. 

Clairsville's Joe Zebbs. 
Buckeye Local's Brent 
Kirk. East Liverpool's 
W_illie Leavell and 
Shadyside ' s Ellis Brown 
have been pegged. 

River ' s Tanner Wright 
will handle all of the punt­
ing and kicking duties. 
Kinnick is the holder and 
Byers is the long snapper. 

"The first thing we did 
on Sunday was work on 
special teams. " Bruney 
said. "We've worked on 
special teams that we 
would consider offensively 
during offensive practices 
and then defensive special 
teams like punt block and 
things with defense." 

The Mountaineer defense 
will play a bevy of looks in 
what Batton calls a "com­
plicated" scheme. 

"We spent every bit as 
much time on defense as 
we do on offense." Batton 
said. "Coach (Bob) Ripley 
has really worked with the 
kids on technique because a 
lot of what we try to do 

See, OVAC, Page 83 
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OVAC All-Star 
Game not just 
an honor for 
the players 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

WHEELING - The Ohio Vallev Athletic Conference 
showcases its student-athletes in a·bevy of ways during 
the events that surround the Rudy Mumley OVAC All­
Star Charity Football Classic. 

Don·, think for a minute that it"s just the youth 
involved with the game v. ho find it to be a honor. 

The officials !-.elected to work this cvening·s game at 
Wheeling Island Stadium often time~ set this as high on 
their goal 11st as workmg the 
p I a) offs in the ~ ta tes of Ohio _r:::za:;;E:;;:=:z:::::::::::=­
.ind Wc\t Virginia. 

llnlike regular ~ca~on and 
tournament games in the two 
,tatC!-.. the OV AC employ:- a 
,e .. en-man otfk:iatmg crew for 
the all-,tar game. -

Leading -the charge will be 
veteran white cap B111 Walter. 
who·s entering his 38th season 
as a football official. Of those 

'It never gets 
old working 
this game.' 

-Referee 
Bill Walter 

years. 30 have been spent as a ________ _ 
referee . 

.. This is probably my fourth time working this game:· 
Walter said. ··1t never gets old working this game and it's 
an honor every time." 

During the regular season. officials work in crews. but 
for the all-star game. OV AC Football Commissioner Don 
Zinni puts the crew together. 

Walter will be joined in the stripes by Jon Hamm (fine 
judge). Mark Kerwood (linesman). Lance Jacob (back 
judge). Larry Shane (field judge). Bob Gaylor (field 
judge) and Mark Vukelic (umpire). 

"Jon Hamm is on my crew and rvc worked with Mark 
Kerwood before the last time I worked this game:· Walter 
said ... All of these guys arc good officials and rm looking 
forward to the game:· 

The officiab are well aware that the fans come to see 
the all-star game to see the players. However. the game 
must ~till be played within the rule~. 

.. The coachc~ an<I players have had a week together and 
we realize there might be some stuff you see in the pre­
~ca-.on like fabe \larb or things like that,"' Walter said. 
"We JU,t want to let the kid!> play football.'' 

The crew has been preparing for its assignment and 
will meet before heading to Wheeling Island Stadium to 
go over additional aspect!> of the game today. 

"We're meeting at 4:30 p.m. to go over thing!>:· Walter 
~aid. --we need to go over the mechanic~ of seven-man 
~incc we usuallv work five:· 

The change from five to seven officials isn·t that big of 
a deal. It's actually a big help to the cause. 

··The basic difference comes on kickoffs and PATs." 
Walter said ... Actually. you don·1 have to run as much and 
it make~ it easier to officiate the game:· 

The game mark\ the unofficial start to prep football 
sea~on and for the officiab a~ well. 

--we had a clinic in Weirton about two weeks ago and 
our mcctmg-. ~tart in early A~u~t:· Walter said. --My first 
game i-; Thur\day. Aug. 25 (Wheeling Park vs. New 
Philaddphii1) ... 

The OVAC will also honor two honorary officials dur­
ing the game. Whceling·s Bill Wilhelm and 
Moundsville's Chuck Taskalines will be recognized. 

RENT TO OWN 
Available On 

Select Storage Sheds 
Site prep & inspection 

available. 
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T·l Photo/KIM NORTH 

PICTURED IS the Ohio Coaching Staff for this evening's Rudy Mumfey OVAC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic. Kneeling, from left, are Joe Mamone, Bill Bruney, head coach Dave Bruney, John Bennett and Mike 
Rose. Back row, from left, are Chas Yoder, Nick Stankovich, Jim Hoover, Rich Materkoski and Joe Kosar. 
Additional images may be found at cu.timesleaderonlfne.com 

OVAC Mumley Classic Notebook 

Though mellowed, Bruney's 
mission still the same tonight 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports ~ditor 

WHEELING Alf 
coaches and athletes want 
to win every game they 
play. 

However, when it comes 
to the Rudy Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Charity 
Football Classic, Ohio head 
coach Dave Bruney talces it 
to a new level. 

The veteran Martins 
Ferry head coach has been 
a part of five OVAC 
Game~. He was on the win­
ning side as a play.er in 
1969. 

Then IO years later. as 
he celebrated his annual 
reunion at the game, he 
guided the Buckeye State to 
victory in the I 979 contest, 
which featured Tim 
Spencer. 

Bruney also notched vic­
tories in 1983. 99 and 
2003. 

Bruney-led Buckeye 
squads haven't just won. 
they've won decisively. In 
his four victories. Ohio has 
won by a combmed score 
of 138-55. 

Bruney brings an old­
school approach to the 
game. He comes to camp, 
not for a vacation. but to 
win a football game. 

--1•m considered old­
school not only by trade, 
but also chronologically," 
Bruney laughed. ··coaching 
is coaching. I think when 
kids under~tand regardless 
if you ·re old school. new 
school or whatever. if they 
know you·re genuinely 
interested in them. and 
you·re working with them 
instead of at them, they'll 
accept just about anything 
you want to give them." 

While the results have 

Robert E. Murray, 
Chairman, President 

and CEO 

' ... 1 am a little more low key, and I 
understand there are different 
ways to skin the cat.' 

remained the same. 
Bruney·s approach has 
changed since he first took 
the assignment of the all­
star game after his first sc.i­
son as a head com:h. 

--rm probably not nearly 
as crazy as I used to be." 
Bruney admitted. "I still 
have a little bit of that in 
me. unfortunately. But, I 
am a little more low key. 
and I understand there are 
different ways to skin the 
cat, and we·ve been trying 
to find that way to do that 
the best we can." 

While four of the players 
in this year'~ Ohio camp 
had the experience of play• 
ing for the Ohio High 
School Football Coaches 
Hall of Farner during their 
careers. the other players 
have adjusted to the men­
tality Bruney and his staff 
bring to work every day. 

"These are great coaches 
and it" s fun to be around 
them... said Harrison 
Centrars Kyle Blanchard. 
who played his prep ball for 
a Bruney disciple, Justin 
Kropka ... These coaches 
always want to win. That's 
been what they·ve been 
talking about all week. 
Both Coach Kropka and 
Coach Bruney like to have 
fun. but they can be (really) 
tough. too." 

SEEING DOUBLE 
If you've been to 

Bethany ' s campus this 
week and think you're ~ee­
ing double. relax. You·ve 
probabaly seen Bridgeport 
twin brother Chri~ and Curt 
Smelley. who are members 
of Team Ohio. 

- Dave Bruney 

Jefferson Union's John and 
Jim Brown took part in the 
contest. 

UNLUCKY7 
The Ohio Valley Athletic 

Confcr~nce membership 
climbed to 50 schools. but 
since then Zanesville and 
Rosecrans have withdrawn 
from the conference. taking 
it to 48 members. 

Of those 48. 41 ~choob 
are involved in the fes11vi­
ties this weekend. 

While it's tough to fath­
om that seven schools can·t 
find a way to at least have 
~omeone 1n the band or 
involved in -.ome regard. 
those not taking ~part 
include: Fort Frye. 
Morgantown Trinity. 
Beallsville. Beaver Local. 
Caldwell. Paden City and 
Wellsville. 

BAYSIDE JOINED 
THEOVAC? 

Zach Morris was one of 
the most popular television 
characters on the teen sit­
com Saved By the Bell. 

Even if Wheeling Park 
product Zach Morris ~wasn ·1 
alive when the show was at 
its ultimate peak in popu­
larity. he's learned of the 
show over the years, 

Regardless of where he 
goes. Morris is constantly 
quizzed on his name and 
asked where his buddies. 
A.C. Slater. Sam.uel 
··screech .. Powers. Kelly 
Kapowski. Jesse Spano and 
Lisa Turtle are. 

mates had taken it easy on 
him. but he had a feeling it 
was coming. 

··1 don·t think the guys 
had figured out my full 
name ve1.·· Morris smiled. 
"I tried to keep it that way 
for as long as I could ... 

FAMILY TRADITION 
It seems that each year 

there are several players on 
both teams who·ve had 
fathers. grandfathers or 
even brothers play in prior 
OV AC All-Star Games. 

This year is no different 
as no fewer than nine Ohio 
players have had relatives 
take part in this game and 
St. Clairsville's Zak Stiles·s 
father. Bruce. was on the 
coaching staff four times. 

The ultimate family tra­
dition award should go to 
Monroe Centrars Marcus 
Schumacher. That name 
has resonated with football 
players throughout the his­
tory of Woodsfield and 
Monroe Central. 

Schumacher becomes the 
ninth member of his family. 
His father. Andrew. played 
in the 1985 game. His 
uncle Lance LaFolfette 
played in the 1979 game 
under Bruney. Another 
uncle. John. played for 
Bruney in 1999. 

ROSE BOWL 
Wheeling Island Stadium 

could have a Pasadena feel 
Sunday evening. No, there 
won ' t be a parade Sunday 
morning. but there will be a 
lot of 'Roses· involved in 
the game. 

Michael Rose - the 
Martins Ferry product - is 
slated to play at inside line­
backer. His father. Mike. is 
a member of Bruney·s 
coaching staff and his 
father. Paul. is taking part 
in the reunion as a member 
of the I 9 56 Ohio squad. 

CHARITY GAME 

Murray Energy Corporation 
The Smelley Brother, are 

the third 1,et of twins from 
Ohio to be chosen for the 
Mumley OV AC All -Star 
Classic. Ironically. Bruney 
has coached all three. 

··Whether it's at football 
camps or at this game. I am 
always hearing about that 
show:· Morris ,aid ... , real­
ly don't know what my par­
ents were thinking when 
they named me.·· ~ 

The show. which 
debuted in 1989. had ju!>t 
gone off the NBC airwave.~ 
in 1993. shortly before 
Morri~. birth. 

Contrary to what some 
may think. the Mumfey 
Classic benefits charity. In 
the 39 years of the game. 
the conte~t has generated 
more than $849K for area 
charities and scholarships. 
DRESS ACCORDINGLY and our independent operating subsidiaries are proud to provide Ohio with: 

• 1 326 local h19h-pay1ng direct robs 1ha1 support up lo 15.000 secondary jobs 
• Nearly S100 m1!110n ,n wages and benefits each year 
• More than S200 mil ,on annually ,n supplies. c.api1al expenditures infrastructure creal,on and laxes 10 local state and federal agenoes 
, A Q)lmlllmenl 10 sare1y lha1 1s second•to-none 

In 200.3, Beaver Locars 
Jordan and Jared Williams 
took part and in 1979 American Energy Corporation• The Ohio Valley Coal Company 

Oh10America Energy, Inc. • The Ohio Valley Transloading Company 

YmE GOT PRIDE! 
YOU'VE 80T SPIRIT! 
SHOWIT&! 
BUR WINNI* l'fllM r.au nn n 1 

Morri~ w.isn ·1 interested 
in going by Zachary and hi-. 
middle name wouldn·t 
work either becau~e it 
might cause confusion in 
the house. so he' s had to 
bite the bullet. 

Earlier i n the week. 
Morris· Mountaineer team• 

The weather forecasts for 
today are calling for 85 
degrees as a high and a 
chance of precipitation at 
60 percent. Ohio fans 
should remember. you sit 
on the pressbox ~idc of the 
stadium. meaning you'll be 
directly in the sun for prob• 
ably at least the first half. 

Staske..,. can be reached at 
.Wll'ik.e)@rilne:Jeaiermlir~.m11 
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Free youth football 
clinic planned today 

WHEELING. WV 
To kickoff the beginning of 
the 2011-12 'SUBWAY 
Sports Clinic Series' the 
Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference will be hosting 
it1. eighth annual free youth 
football clinic in conjunc­
t ion with the ' Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All -Star 
Charity Football Clas~ic. • 
The clinic will take place 
today at the Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

Registration will take 
place at the stadium from 

noon to 12:45 p.m. The 
clinic will fast from I to 
2:30 p.m. and will be 
directed by OVAC football 
coaches . The instructors 
will teach the basic funda­
mentals of football with a 
focus on building self­
esteem. The clinic is free 
and open to boys and girl~ 
ages 6-13. 

Parents or le g a l 
guardians are required to 
have insurance and be pres­
ent the day of the clinic to 
sign a waiver form. 

e OVAC------
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defensively is based on 
that. Our defense is an 
aggressive. attacking 
defense and the kids have 
adjusted well." 

lot of that will depend o n 
formation." Batton said. 

T·L Photo/SETH STASKEY 
PICTURED IS the Ohio Cheering squad for this evening's 66th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Football Classic, which will be contested this evening at Wheeling Island Stadium. The cheering squad 
includes: Mackenzie DiPerna (Union Local), Taylor Fannin (Shenandoah), Kylie Hunker (Buckeye 
Local), Taylor Martin (St. Clairsville), Jamie Matkovich (St. Clairsville), Olivia Morgan (Shadyside), 
Lindsey Penick (Shadyside), Autumn Price (Bridgeport), Brooke Swallie (Barnesville), Miranda Treglia 
(Indian Creek). The Ohio squad is being coached by Joanne Verba (St. Clairsville). Additional images 
may be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 

Brooke's Billy Perkins 
and Wheeling Central ·s 
Tyler Jacovetty will start at 
the defensive tackle spots. 
Magnolia's Sam Shepherd 
and Morgantown· s Jared 
Adrian will start a t the 
defensive ends. 

Brooke's Ryan Lazear 
and Magnolia·~ Traeh 
Keller will start at inside 
linebacker. while 
Madonna·s Chrb Eloi will 
be the outside linebacker. 

JOINT 
IMPLANT 

SURGEONS 
SrECtAUZING IN 

JOINT REPLACEMENT 
AND 

JOINT PRESERVATION 
Ofl Hl 

Hlr. KNEE AND SHOULDER 

OVAC All-Star Game Rosters 

WEST VIRGINIA OHIO 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. School No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. School 
1 Traeh KeHer RB/LB 5-9 170 Magnolia 1 Willie Leavell RB/DB 5-8 160 East Liverpool 
3 Joey Musick AB 6-0 200 Morgantown 3 Chris Smelley RB/Ul 6-0 234 Slid= 7 Logan Martin WRIOB 5·9 165 John MarshaH 7 Zach Kinnick QBIOB 6-0 180 St lairsville 
10 Joey DINardo WR 6-3 215 Brooke 10 Ellis Brown WR/OB 6-0 150 Shadyside 
12 Kyle Pyllak 08/0B 6-1 170 L,nsly 12 JoeZebbs WR/DB 5-11 175 St. ClairsviUe 
14 Jordan Angalich OB 5-11160 Bishop Donahue 14 Tanner Wright K 5-11 165 River 
20 Reuben Pine TE/l.B 6-0 206 Weir 20 Josh Tolliver TE/DE 6-2 208 Bellaire 
21 Phil Aerie RB 5-!0 185 l.JnSly 21 Kyle Blanchard WRIOB 6-4 195 Harrison Central 
22 Marcus CliHord RB/1.B 5-10 190 Wheeling Central 22 Jake BrunOlli RB/LB 6·1 210 Frontier 
28 Zach Morris RB 5·9 185 Wheeling Park 28 Gasey Bain RBILS 6-0 175 Martins Feery 
29 ChrisEloi RBJ1.B 6-0 185 Madonna 29 Corey Fickiesen 08/0B 6-5 190 Frontier 
32 Ryant.azear RB/DB 5-10 205 B1ooke 32 Johnny Byers OB/1.B 5-10 185 Edison 
J3 Boone Kehrer lB/TE 6-2 185 Tyler 33 T,IM)I' Mourer FtllDE 6-2 215 MeadOwl)tO(JI( 
34 Chance Rowland RSII.B 6-0 200 Oak Glen 34 Curt Smelley LSlfB 6-0 235 Brid~ 
40 Billy Per1<ins Fe,OT 6-0 248 Brooke 40 Mike Rose FBILB 5-9 165 Martins Ferry 
44 Alex Schramm fB/1.B 6-1 225 Wheeling Park 44 Niko Otto FBit.B 6-2 215 Indian Creek 
46 Jett Kidder RBIS 5-10 175 South 46 Tyter Kunz WA/LB 6-2 202 Barnesville 
52 Sam Shepherd Ol/OL 5-10 170 Magnolia 52 Aaron Silverio OOOT 6-1 260 ShadySlde 
55 Oav,e Sivert OLIU! 6-2 225 Valley 56 Kody Edwards C/OT 6-2 260 Easl l.Jvelpool 
56 Man Riggs Ol/DL 6-0 265 Magnolia 58 Caleb Gunn CIOT 5·10 220 Cambridge 
58 Dan Heupp CIOT 6-2 270 Weir 63 John Ed<r01h OT/OT 6·2 240 Steubenville 
60 John Duplaga Ol/OL 5-10 255 Wheeling Central 66 Willie Prum OGIDT 6-3 260 Sleubenville 
66 Hayden Greenlief OGIOT 6-0 210 Madonna 67 Mason Campbell OT/OT 6-1 255 S1eubenviUe 
67 Chris Williams OT/OT 6-1 270 John Marshall 68 Zak Stiles OGIOT 6-1 245 St Clailsville 
70 T y1er Jacovetty Ol/DL 6-2 240 Wheelin~Cenlral 72 John Thompson OT/OT 6-0 240 Eas1 Lrierpool 
72 Kaleb Kucera OT/OE 6-4 210 BishOp nahue 77 Jack Beavers OT/OT 6-1 220 Martins ferry 
75 Michael Berard, Ol/OL 6-5 300 John Marshall 80 Garrett Price WR/OB 5-11180 Boogeport 
80 McKenzie Peluchene WR/OB 6-2 165 Wheeling Central 82 Bobby Daylon T90E 6-0 185 Martins Ferry 
82 TannerWhyle FBJ1.B 5-10 175 Cameron 85 MalM Schumacher TE/LB 6-1 195 Monroe Central 
85 Jared Adrian DE 6-5 230 Morganlown 88 Bernie Thompson WRIOB 5-8 140 Un10n Local 
88 Shane Koper WR/OB 5·8 165 Oak Glen 90 Taylor Bcown WRIOE 6·1 185 Shadyside 
99 Nick Rom~o K 6-2 220 Morgantown 93 BrentKir1< WRIOB 6-0 175 Buc:l<eye Local 
Heac Coach· Mar1< Batton 99 Logan Hudson TE/LB 6-2 195 Shadyside 
Assistanl Coaches. Dave Chapman, Dave Grandstaff Moke Riggs, Bob Head Coach: Dave Bruney 

Assistant Coaches: John Bennen. Bill Bruney. Jim Hoover, Joe Mamone Ripley, Jim West. 
Managers Matty Fillppem. Drew Keller. Jayson Kelter Chase West Rich Ma1erkoski, Mike Rose. Nici< Stankovich, Chas Yoder. 

Managers Corey Bennett, Jack Filch, Dallon Hoover Team Doctor Bob Jones 
T :a,ner; Randy Ell ion. Team Doctor. Or Christian Sonnefield. 

T ra1ner Hert> Minch. 

OVAC McDonafd·s All-Star Band Members 

Bamesvi le - Laura Winland, Alex Davidson, 
Melanie Callihan, Becky HunlSman. 
Bella,re - Emily Sllalfer, Kim Tennant, Kylie 
Seevers, Miranda Landers. Sara Swoyer. 
Margaret Tennanl, Jenna Bellv e Kerslln 
Bommer. 
Bridgeport - Melissa Bowers, Taylor Yeater, 
Brittany Stanton. Taytor Kies. Beth Kalinowski. 
Brooke Kayla Whrte. Justin Taftan. Brandon 
Yost. Carlie Ballato Samanlha Alkire. Tyler 
Cooper, Alexis Haught. April Baumgartner 
Chelsey Swiger. Nuncia Filippell . Mary 
Hensley Jessica Kuna, Ashley Brown. Call n 
Luck Justin Holf Kayla Hancher, Elizabetll 
Chuma. 

Cameron - Amanda Sponaugle, Jonalhan 
Matthews. 
Harrison Centra Misty Bradley, Dy an 
Warner Skyler Nichols. David Fonester, Laura 
Forrester. Cody Barc,oft, Charles West 
Maryann Hart. 
lnd'an Creek - Mauhew Wright Oan'el 
Chappell. Preston Dehamer. Ashleigh Potverin,. 
Amber Lash. Nicoleue Constable, Hannah 
Eddey, Jessica Glasure, Sarah Millick, William 
Coortney Austen Thompson, Tabetha Inman. 
Bren BUiier. Ryan Whanger. 
John Marshall - Maressa Sell. 

Dickerson. Caitlin Do,Y. Vic1ona Hal , Kelsey 
Perkins, Leandra Reed. Alexxis Tanley Brittany 
Keating, Kelsey Knig~l, Jessica Derosa, Lexie 
Semancik. 
Steubenv, le Central - Ausiln Matt ol • 
Kimberly Vaudrain, Angela Sengenberger, 
Emily Meriman. Rachel Rigaud, Sam M<ovich. 
Sleubenville - Julie Paprock', Shauna 
COll1unelio, Adam Anderson, Francesca Torini. 
Bryan Brown, Charles Massie. Lucy Fells 
Marissa McAllister Katie Ching 
T 010nto - Stephanie Calabrese, John Rodesh, 
Oytan Ault, Malik Stovarsky, Chelsea Henry. 
Union Local - Jeff Blown. Ananna Gcow, Ara/ 

Oak Glen's Chance 
Rowland has won the 
strong safety job, while Jeff 
Kidder of South and 
Clifford will serve as the 
corners. Wheeling Park's 
Zach Morris will serve as 
the free safety. 

"A few of the guys will 
see time both ways. but a 

BANKRUPTCY! 
Are You Drowning in Debt? Let Us Help! 

D. WM. DAVISl~~rlWl 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

Offices in Bridgeport & Steubenville 
740-635-1217 • 740-264-3050 -...=.,y .... 

Toll Free 888-246-0669 
Weekend and Evening Hours 

Wtittldtbtrefill~ Wt banlll\lplr;yretJitl 

• 

JOI NT REPLACEMENT 
Mminully hrv.1..~1,·c T1."Chniqtid 

Tv11d f Ii(' • Toul Knee • ·roul Sho.Ji11tlcr 
P.,11n::.1r k m."l: • Rn l-,:,...: Tltt.1I .''lhonldcr 

JOINT PRESERVATION 
~••r, t...nc,.•. & ShoulJ4.'i' Arthro"l,('up~ 

RolJ1tor Cuff RL-p.i. ir • ·\CJ. Rocon,1rucl1Clfl 

Sf'(lr1S Related lnJun ■ (. anilag.:- H:~l<>t".Uivn 

CONTACT US USING OUR 
NEW TOLL FREE NUMBER 

(877) 550-4 7 40 
C LINIC LOCATIONS: 

Neu· Albany. Ohio (Mnin Office) 
Bellaire. Ohio 

Mansfield, Ohio 
Grove City. Ohio IJ 

Oll&GAS 
INFORMATIONAL 

MEETING 
Buckeye Local - Mackenzie Casto. THany 
Lengyel Brittany Feher Mark Carson, Ramsey 
Core Jacee Tester, Chelsey McCain, Laureen 
Highwan. Matt Frakes. Oevon Vogelsang Bo 
Walker. Karissa Emery Emily Pasco. Came 
George, Tyler Pasco Holly Tester Ausrn 
Ferguson, Alisson Yanssens, l.Jza Jones. Leah 
Lucarelli, Aa10n Stewart, James Piazza. Canssa 
Koleski Angela Primovic, Marley Te ek, 
Thomas Smallwood. Alissa Bodner, Lindsay 
Deenng, Trista Thurston. 

Magnora - Madd·e Bridgeman Hannah 
Boughner. James Haugh!, Alyssa Murdak. Amy 
Mane Klug, Olivia Myers. Jessica Goddard. 
Marl ns Ferry - Rebecca Deaton, H,I ary 
Thorman Andrew Shaw. Alyssa Smith, Holly 
Ackerman Ery1e O'Brien. Eric Bonham. Sarah 
Liston. 

Mehler Jordan Anderson. Shannon Williams, • 

**ATTENTION PROPERTY OWNERS** 
R·ver - Kylie Brown Zach Schnegg. Josh 
West. 
Shadyside - Rebecca Tomlinson. Brandon 
Coates, Oelarne Tomlinson 
St Clairsvrlle - Nathan Bohach. Travis 
Habursky. Erica Slrope. Ethan Kleevic Brandon 

Lauran Murdy James Sawyers, Jennifer Horne, 
Racael Miller Zachory McGaffick, Emily Parker, 
Jane Smith, Jada Stewart. 
Valley - Brian Sell, Brady Nolan, Cassie 
Ueltschy. Annaliese Henderson. Spencer 
Mason, Hun1er Ring, Trist,n Willey. 
Weir - Courtney Baker, Ella Jennings, Nick 
Campbell, RachelTretow. Samantha Hayes. 

Come be part of one of the area's largest events 

News and Sentinel 
Hall Marathon 

Two Mile Race 
Tin,, Tnt Tnnt _l11ninn R!IPOQ 

IN JEFFERSON AND HARRISON COUNTIES 

DO YOU OWN YOUR MINERAL RIGHTS? 

If you have unleased mineral rights. 
local real estate attorneys 

Larry Piergallini and Joe Cora bi 
are holding an INFORMATIONAL MEETING on 

MONDAY, JULY 25, 2011 AT 6:00 P.M. 
at St. ·Florian Hall in Wintersville, Ohio. 

Attorney Piergallini and Attorney Corabi 
are presently negotiating with four leasing companies 

and have received an offer of 
at least $3,700.00 oer acre 
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MICHAEL BERARDI, 
John Marshall - This 
former Monarch was a 
standout in the trenches for 
Coach Dan Wilson's club. 

The 6-4. 300-pounder 
lined up at offensive tackle 
where he earned second 
team All-Valley and all­
state honorable mention. 

Michael. who. is plan­
ning on attending Ha~grave 
Military Academy. 1s _the_ 
son of Michael Berard, ot 
Moundsville . 

JOHN DUPLAGA, 
Wheeling Central - This 
former Maroon Knight was 

"We've got 
some.big guys 
who can run 
and pull, so 

we'll just keep 
trying to keep 
moving those 
guys around." 

Mark Batton 

a four-year mainstay for 
Coach Mike Young's 
squad. 

The 5-10. 255-poundcr 
was a four-year starter at 
defensive tackle and a 
three-year starter on the 
offensive line. 

ranks third all-time at Don­
ahue. He also finished with 
2 l sacks. 53 tackles for 
loss. two forced fumbles 
and recovered four fum­
bles. 

As a ~enior. Duplaga 
recorded 5 9 tackles. 2. 5 
sacks. two fumble recover­
ies and two forced fumbles. 

Duplaga was a first team 
all-state pick and was also 
first team All-OVAC and 
All-Valley. 

Alon!! football. Duplaga 
was active in peer ministry. 
GUTS and community 
',CrV1ce. 

John. who is the ~on of 
Mike and Alys~a Duplaga. 
plans on attending Bethan) 
Collc!.!c. 

HAYDEN GREEN­
LIEF, Madonna - Thi, 
former Blue Don wa, a 
standout JI middle line­
bad.er an<l center for 
Coach Bob Kramer"s team. 

The 6-0. 2 1 0-pounder 
recorded 8 7 tack IC'- to lead 
the team and had tive tum­
ble recovcric.., and forced 
four fumble<;. 

Hayden plan~ to ~ttend 
West Liberty Umverslly. 

DANIEL HEUPP. Weir 
- Thi.., former Red Rider 
v.a, a tour vear starter 
along the o(fcnsi ve Jnd 
dcfen,ive line, for Coach 
Tom Taylor"" program. 

The 6-2. 2 70-pounder 
recorded more than 50 
tackle.., each of the pa~t two 
... ea,ons. 

Kucera was a (irst team 
All-OVAC. All-Mason 
Dixon. all-state and All­
River Valley League selec­
tion. 

Kaleb. who i~ planning 
on attending West Liberty. 
is the son of Mark and Lisa 
Kucera. 

ANTHONY PEDER­
SON, Brooke - This 
standout lineman anchored 
the offen~1ve front for 
Coach Tom Bruney'~ team. 

The 5-10. 250-pounder 
w.1s the center for the Bru 
in, the pa!->t two ~e:i~ons 
and wa~ a ~econd team all­
-;tate and All Valley ,elec-
t10n. 

Also a standout in 
wre..,tlin!!. Peder..,on placed 
in th e ::-tate tournament 
twice. 

Anthon,. who i<; plan­
mno to attend West Uber 
ty. =-1s the son of Jay and 
Nina Peder~on of Follans­
bee. 

MA TT RIGGS, Mag­
nolia - This Blue Eagle 
left an 11npn!~, ,,c marl.._on 
Batton·:- program dun ng 
his career. 

Riggs logged 63 tackle~ 
and !,ix sacks as, a nose 
tackle. 

The 6-0. 265-pounder 
was a finali-.t for the 
Block.., of Granite award 
and he was also J fiN team 
all-"tate player. 

Along w\th f?otba,11. 

A "tandout in the class­
room. Heupp ha~ been 
named to the Prcs1dcnt".., 
Honor Roll and the WV 
Mat All-State Academic 
Team. 

Away from at~letics. 
Heupp is the Prc~1dcnt ol 
the Interact Club and a 
member of the ~tudent 
council. 

Ri!!!!\. who 1, active with 
community <:ervice. WU\ 
one of the area·, top shot 
put and di~cus performer~ 
thh past ,cai.on. 

Mall. who ,~ attending 
Middle Tennessee State 
Uni,-er..,ity to ...iudy aero 
space. 1s the ,on of Moke 
and Jodi Riggs. 

Heupp. who i, the !->00 of 
Jeff and Amy Heupp._ pla~:­
on attending Wc~t V1rg1111a 
Northern Community Col­
lege. 

-TYLER .JACOVETTY. 
Wheeling Central -:-- This 
two-way lineman enJoyed a 
sparkling career under 
Young's watch. 

DAVID SIVERT, Val­
ley - This two-_way p~r­
former was a mainstay tor 
four seasons under Tom 
West. 

The 6-2. 240-pounder 
had 83 tackles last season. 
including IO sacks. He also 
recovered a fumble. led the 
team in tackles and sacks 
and was named the team's 
Defensive Player of the 
Year. 

Other awards garnered 
by Jacovetty include: all­
state. All-OV AC. All-Val­
ley and West Virginia 
Metro News second team. 

Alono with football. 
Jacoyetty lettered in track 
and field. 

Tvler. who is the son of 
Jerry and Cathy Jacovetty. 
plans on attending West 
Vir!.!inia University. 

KALEB KUCERA, 
Bishop Donahue - This 
two -way standou! was a 
force along both Imes for 
Coach John Durdines· 
squad. 

The 6-4. 210-poundcr 
recorded 140 solo tackles 
and l 54 assists for 2 94 
stops in his career. That 

The 6-2. 225-pounder 
had 70 1ackles and two 
interceptions this past sea­
son at linebacker. 

For his fine season. he 
was named first team 
Mason-Dixon and honor­
able mention All-OVAC 
and All-Valley. 

Sivert. who plans on 
attending welding school. 
is the son of David and 
Connie Sivert of Jackson-
burg. . 

CHRIS WILLIAMS, 
John Marshall - This 
Monarch c lO!!!!ed up the 
middle for Ot1n Wilson's 
defensive unit. 

The 6-1. 270-pounder 
recorded 26 tackles. 14 for 
loss. a sack and two forced 
fumbles. 

He received the JM Most 
Improved Playe~ Award 
and the 3-D (desire. ded1-
cat ion. determination) 
Award. 

Chris. wl10 is the son of 
Kim R iddlc and Chris 
Williams. plans on attend­
ing Kentucky Christian 
University. 

0
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continue to honor its past as well as its present and future. 
Ironically, Corbett, who passed away some five years ago and played collegiately at Purdue, is the great-uncle of Silverio. 
En route to the 2010 state final, the Tigers were one of the area ' s unheralded teams. Not many people had Shadyside pegged as anything more than mediocre. However, after stubbing their toe against Bridgeport in week nine, the Tigers bounced back to upend Wheeling Central and clinch the OV AC Class 2-A title. They later avenged the loss to the 

Bulldogs in the Region 23 .----------­title game by a 28-0 score 
and then knocked off an 
undefeated Mogadore team , 
in the state semifinal before 
running into one of the 
sharpest buzzsaws in the 
OHSAA, Delphos St. John. 

"I think we eventually L::'.:=:::=======::!l showed that we were pretty 
good and having four guys in this game really proves that even more," Silverio said. " We had all kinds of chemistry on that team and to have four guys here, we're hoping we can take some of that and build with our new teammates." Taylor Brown, who earned first-team all-Ohio as a defensive end, was extremely excited when he received word he'd been chosen, but was happier when he heard how many of his teammates were going, too. 

"Usually (Shadyside) is lucky to get one player in this game, so to have four is really big," Brown said. "To be h~re is an honor and this is a really good way to end your high school career because this is something you'll never forget." . 
Regardless of the season or even the sport, the commu­ni_ty of Shadyside has long suppoi:ted and rooted on their Tiger~. For that reason, the chance to play and represent the i:1gers once _more was one of the most exciting parts of this opportunity for Hudson, who admitted being cho­sen for this game was one of his childhood dreams. "Everyone from the town comes to our games and it just means so much to all four of us to represent the school and town once again," Hudson said. "Obviously, the season didn't end like we had hoped, but having another chance to represent our senior class means a Jot." 

OVACNOTES 
■ ACCORDING TO sources on the Bison campus, both te~ms went through both workouts today despite the oppressive heat. One source in the Ohio camp said all 33 players went through the drills and "came through in great spirits." 
■ THE PLAYERS, cheerleaders and band members were treated to an ice-cream social Thursday evening. That probably hit the spot after temperatures soared near triple digits with the humidity as all three groups contin­ued preparations for Sunday's game, which is scheduled to kick off at 7: 15 p.m. 
■ THE Queen of Queens pageant is this evening at WesBanco Arena. No fewer than 30 young ladies will demonstrate their talents as they compete for several thou­sand dollars in scholarships. The event begins at 7 p.m. Staskey can be reached at sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 
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quality squad in the opener. 
The Wildcats and Golden Bears are both teams on the rise. 
"I think the Steubenville-Morgantown game is the best matchup of the night," Companion said. " And to have Edison and Oak Glen on the same ticket, really makes us think of how grea.t an atmosphere it's going to be at Harding Stadium." 
While not disclosing any teams, despite several tries to pry it out from him, Companion believes area football fans will be especially impressed with what's in store for the third annual McDonald's OV AC Kickoff event as work to align the matchups is already well under way. 
"People will be excited with 2012," Companion said. "We're probably going to be ready to announce the matchups shortly after the new year. I actually can't wait to announce some of these because we're really excited." While almost bursting at the seams with excitement for the 2012 event, Companion indicates each year the event, the matchups and (hopefully) the crowds and excitement will continue to escalate. 
"The event is here for the long haul," Companion said. " McDonald's has signed on for three more years as the title sponsor. We want to be prudent about things and see how things grow and expand from there." 
As was the case last year, there will be additional fan activities on site, but Companion indicated those won't be finalized until the coming weeks. 

OVACNOTE 
■ THE OVAC AND State Farm Insurance's partnership has led to an area resident having a chance at winning a prize package valued at more than $2,500. The State Fann OV AC Ultimate Fan Sweeps is under way with the winner slated to be announced at the all-star football game later this month. The winner will receive a getaway weekend at Ogleba.y Resort, two OV AC season passes, which are good at any member school for all varsity sporting events and other OVAC gear. There's no cost to enter. 

Staskey can be reached at sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 
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I-ids. hut since vnu'rc limited, s,11nconc is ~oing lo !!d 
left out. We'll sit down and go over who 111s inlo t111r 
schemes both offensively and defensively and spend some 
time talking to Ille other coaches." 

One Qf the hig rewards to coaching the gmnc is the abili­
ty to take a strong number of your own players. That could 
be as big a problem as it is a luxury. 

''I'd like to take all of my seniors. but that's impossible." 
Ballon said. "We'll sit down and sec who fits the best.'' 

BRUNEY led the Purple Riders 10 an 8-2 regular season 
and trailed the Blue Eagles by just pcn:cntagc points in the 
OV AC Class 3-A title clrnsl'. 

The Purple Riders unce again qualified for the Division 
IV postseason, but they wcrc h1mnced in the first round hy 
Campbell Memorial in a 7-0 dcfcnsiw balllc. 

This marks the sixth lime that Bruney will coach in the 
annual game. 

Bruney was offered the position 2007, but turned it 
down. 

When approached this time, Bruney considered the 
opportunity to coad1 the game in a fifth different decade, 
which made his dedsion even easier. 

·'t think it's pretty neat to have the longevity 10 he ahle to 
be i1l\'olved with his game that many times." Bruney said. 
•·1 imagine this would be my last go-around. hut you'll 
never say never." 

Bruney has previously coached the Ohio stars in 1979. 
83, 99 and 2003. Counting the 1969 game when Bruney 
was an Ohio co-captain. this marks his sixth different time 
involved with the game. 

With Bruney at the helm or on the field, Ohio is unde­
feated in the game. 

"We're undefeated primarily because we've had belier 
player~ than West Virginia each or those limes," Bruney 
cnnFe,sed. '"The la~t time we did (the game). ii was close, 
and I'm not ,ure Wc~t Virginia i,n·t equal to or belier than 
(Ohio) polent1al ly ." 

The Mountain Stale is conung off a decisive victory l:i~t 
ye:ir and with the OVAC'~ expansion into Morgantown. 
West Virginia ~till ha, fewer schools to pick from. but 11\ 
got the ~1x large~! schools in the conferem:e. 

"I think the competitiveness is a good thing for the 
game," Bruney said. "Ohio is definitely not the clear 
favorite anymore like it used to be." 

Bruney will he JOlncd at Bethany College for camp b! 
hi, entire coaching staff al Martins Ferry. 

"We've got ~omc gu)s who've not done the game before 
and they're excited,'' Brum.:y said. "Some of our assistanli 
weren't ahle to (coach) the I.1st lime we wen.: offered. hu 
they'll all he there this time." 

The Purple Rider~· ~taff will receive the nomina11111 
information in the coming day, and will hcgin inunt.:diatc 
ly picking II~ lcam. 

Swsl..ey ,·011 be reached a 
,\ ~w~key@ti111<•,lc<1d£'rlll1li11e.com 

OVAC coaches working phones 
3y SETH STASKEV 
imes Leader Sports Editor 

Most high school foot-
1all players in the Ohio 
✓alley grow up dreaming 
>f playing in the annual 
~udy Mum Icy OV AC All 
:itar Football Clm,sic. 

Both West Virginia head 
.:oach Mark Batton and 
Ohio head coach Dave 
Bruney have learned the 
hard way that most by no 
means is all. 

The two head coaches 
for this year's annual game. 
whicti is slated for Sunday. 
July 24 at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. have found them­
selves working the phone~ 
of late, trying to replace 
players - who for one rea­
son or another - originally 
accepted their invitation 
only to renege in the last 
few days. 

Both coaches turned their 
rosters into game director 
Bob Koch in the early por­
t ion of March and since 
then. there's been no fewer 
than IO changes. 

.. , don't know that the 
other four times combined 
that we had that many kids 
not want lo play for what­
ever reason." Bruney said. 
"It's difficult to choose 
the~e teams and if a kid 
reali1es early that he can't 
play, he should probably let 
(Koch) or his coach know 
immediately. so you can 
find a replacement and he·~ 
got time to get into shape 
because there are still a lot 
or kids who would cut off a 
finger to play in thi!> game." 

Bruney and his staff have 
had to make three changes 
from their original roster. 
Turning the game down 
were: Steuhenv111e·s 
Anthony Pierro; Toronto's 
Devonte McGhee and 
1::.disoo·s Mark Rogef'. 

"We didn't have any 
problems getting replace­
menh," Bruney said. "The 
first three k ids we called 
were willing to play .. 

Bruney, who's coached 
the game four times and 

played Ill it. believes the 
g,1me probably means more 
to the kid, who arc from 
the more immediate area of 
the O\' AC. 

.. The local kids have 
gnm n up with this game." 
Brunn· !>,tid. "Some of 
the,c ~id\ ha,e probabl) 
been to thi, game IO or 12 
time\ anti maybe more than 
that. II· s , cry. very special 
to those kid,,. but I think the 
further you get away from 
Wheeling l'iland Stadium 
(geographically). it may not 
mean that much lo you. and 
that·., unfortunate.'' 

On the other side of the 
river. Balton would proba­
bly rnnsider himself fortu­
nate to only have three 
replacement~. 

Since submitting his 
original rmler. he's had no 
fewer than eight changes, 
including two coming in 
the la-;t 72 hours. 

"I think some of it has to 
do \\ ith the colleges frown­
ing on the guys playing 
becau,e of a rbk of injury:· 
Batton said. ·'But, there's 
been some of them where 
we didn ·1 get a reason.'' 

We~t Virginia State 

Pla)er of the Year Justin 
Pox. of Magnolia. 111formed 
his prep coach that he 
\\Ouldn't be pla}ing in the 
game this past weekend. 

Fox. who led the Blue 
Eagles to the Cla~s AA 
state title last ,cason and 
was a four-year starter. had 
been penciled in to be one 
of primary quarterbacks for 
West Virginia. 

However. he opted to 
how out of the game 
bccau,e of his commitment 
to the We~t Virginia ba~c 
ball program. 

.. , !-.now Justin would 
h,ne liked to have played. 
but it jmt dido ·1 work out 
for him." Batton said. 
"Ob, iously. we lost a tal­
ented player who knew our 
offense very. very. very 
well. but we·ve got two 
quarterbacks in camp who 
we'll coach up and we'll do 
the best we can." 

Other Mountaineer 
choices. who won't be 
playing in the game 
include: Connor Arlia 
(Madonna). Ryan Jones 
(Bishop Donahue). Sterling 
Springgate (University). 
David Stanton 

(Morgantown). Micah 
Wilson (Uni, cr.,ily). 
Demt.:lrius Youn!!blood 
(Linsly) and Anthor~· Gulla 
(Morgantown). 

--wc·vc !!Ola 33 -man 
ro~ter. ,tnti'I hopt.: we·re 
locked in now ... 13.111011 
~aid. ··We'll be then.~ on the 
I 7th to start camp and 
hopefully these guy, art.: 
there:· 

This is the scrnnd time 
Ballon has coached the 
came. In 2007. the Wt.:st 
Virginia roster had nary a 
change from the inil ial one 
annoirnced. 

"This is new to me:· 
Batton said of workmg the 
phones O\'ertime in search 
of players. "I knm\ there 
are kids in the Ohio Valley 
just dying to play in the 
game .. 

Neither coach wants to 
see lhl! game moved off 
from its traditional date of 
late July where it ,l!r\'es as 
the unofficial start to prep 
root ball st.:a ,on. 

Many all - ,tar game!­
have lllO\ecl inlo June 
becau,e of the NCAA 
nllo" ing incoming fresh-

See, OVAC, Page 04 

Order a special 11 "x 1 7" 
la1ninated keepsake poster of 

35 Years at Ja1nboree In Tl1e Hills.* 


