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Ohio, W. Va. split OVAC Games 
. ' 

• Buckeye girls rout 
Mountain State 
By RICH GIBSON 
nmes Leader Sports Wnter 

It was a great day to be a Lady Buckeye! 
Union Local's Drew Greenwood would 

certainly concur. 
Racing lo I 5-0 command. Greenwood's 

OVAC Ohio Girls' All-Stars carried on for a 
convincing 74- 51 win over their West 
Virginia counterparts Sunday afternoon at 
Ohio University Eastern's Recreation Center. 

Ohio extended command to 49-24 at half
ti me. Though Penn Kurt,: Lady 
Mountaineers more then held their own over 
the final 20 minutes. the first half deficit 
proved far too great to overcome. 

At his disposal. Greenwood was working 
with a I4-player roster paced by a solid mix 
of inside talent and backcourt veterans. 

Ohio put its frontline strength to excellent 
use - led by Cambridge's 5-10 star Molly ' 
Ritz who capped a season to remember. 

Ritz was at the forefront of a Lady 
Bobcats· quint which advanced to the 
OHSAA big dance in Columbus. 

Though Cambridge came up short in the 
state event, Ritz was a major player in the 
proceeding~. In Sunday·~ OV AC contest. she 
tallied a team-leading 1 3 points 

Les, than 48 hours earlier. the Guernsey 
County product had earned MVP honors with 
a double-double performance in the Di~trict 
I 2 All-Star event. 

Rit7 was aided bv s;everal Ohio teammate, 
Sunday. including· Frontier's 5 9 Heather 
Booth who amas<;ed 1 0 points. 

.. 

• Mountaineer boys 
fend. off Buckeyes 
By SETH STASKEY 

.,•-~.-,,.~•-,, Times Leader Sports Editor 

Someone mu!>t have forgot to tell the Ohio 
All-Star team that it didn't have a chance 

. Sunday afternoon. 
The Buckeye\ had actually plenty of 

chance!> to seize control of the annual Samuel 
A. Mumley OV AC All-Star Cla!>sic inside the 
Health and Physical Education Center on the 
campus of Ohio University Eastern. 

While the Buckeyes had chances. the West 
r.~~~\~~~I Virginia team had Wheeling Park's duo of 

~~V-~!9~~• Bubby Goodwin and Marqez O ' Neal along 
with a solid dose of Linsly's· Jarred Smith and 
that proved to be too much for the Ohioans. 
who were dealt a 96-91 setback during an 
entertaining contest. 

·-rm glad no one told me we were supposed 
to win (big)." said West Virginia head coach 
George Vargo. who guided Madonna to a state 
title la-.t month. "That would have put a lot 
more pres~ure on me. We shot the ball we!! 
and hact·some kids make some big plays." • 

The Buckeyes shot out of the gate early 
behind the hot shooting of Zanesvi!le's Tanner 
Gibson. who's recruiting is open since he de
committed to Columbia University late last 
month. 

He scored 12. including a highlight reel 
dunk off a !ob. during the first half, but the 
Mountain State's depth and equal groups 
allowed it to crawl back into the contest. 

"A!! 14 of our guys played well." Vargo 
continued. "I didn"t think we had a letdown 
from anyone today. and good thing!> happened 

Shady~ide's 5- 10 Sarah Neavm neued nine 
markers with St. John Central"s 6-0 Ellie 
LeMaster:-. collecting eight counters. 

Caldwell's 5- 11 Lizzy Nau contributed 
seven tallies and Meadowbrook's 5-1 l 
Shelby Stover supported with six points. 

Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK for West Virginia." 
OHIO'S Kayla Bodnar (Buckeye Local} goes up for a shot over Linsly's She_nandoah'::. Breit F:rnswort~ -:- who w!II 
Jessica Jenkins durln9 Sunday's Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star play in next week~nd ::. prestigious Ohio 
Classic at QUE. ~orth-S?uth Ga_me m ~o!umbus :- scored 

nme of his 1 2 points dunng the openmg half. 

Shadyside's Kebey Holloway hooped five 

Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK 

SHADYSIDE'$ Sarah Neavin goes up 
for a shot against a West Virginia 
defender during Sunday's OVAC All-Star 
Game. Neavin scored eight points and 
Ohio prevailed by a 74-51 score. 

Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK 

OHIO'S Josh Tolliver goes up for a shot over Weir High's Freddie Jones, 
while St. John's Matt VanDorn looks on during Sunday's OVAC All-Star 
Basketball Game. Additional images may be found at 
cu. times/eaderonline.com 

West Virginia turned to O'Nea! early. He 
scored 1 0 of his I 7 in the first half. 

Smith. who didn' t mbs a ~hot during the 

. See, BOYS, Page B2 

Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK 

HARRISON CENTRAL'$ Kyle Blanchard 
goes up for a shot against a West 
Virginia defender during the first half of 
Sunday's OVAC All-Star Game at Ohio 
University Eastern. 



SPORTS 

AP PHOTO 
PITTSBURGH PIRATES third baseman Pedro 
Alvarez fields a bunt and throws out Chicago Cubs' 
Carlos Pena during the second inning Sunday in 
Chicago. 

Pirates rally past 
Cubs in ninth 
By PAUL LADEWSKI 
For The Times Leader 

CHICAGO • In spring training, Pittsburgh Pirates man
ager Clint Hurdle stayed away from predictions about the 
won-loss record of his team. All he promised was that it 
would play an a!!gres~ive brand of baseball. one that 
would spit in the face of conventional wisdom some of the 
time. even lead critics to scratch their heads at others. 

If anyone didn 'I believe the man. then-they should have 
been one of the 30.000 plus fans at Wrigley Field on 
Sunday afternoon. 

It wasn ·1 that the Pirates beat the Chicago Cubs that 
made their 5-4 victory unusual. Or even that they won a 
series on the road for only the fifth time in the last two 
seasons. Rather. it wa~ the wild. wacky way,; in which 
they pulled it off. 

"There will be a lot of things with this ballclub that 
won't be traditional this year for the right reasons. Hurdle 
said again. "We'll play to win:· 

Untraditional? Neil Walker scored the game-winner on 
a mad da~h from second base in the ninth inning. On a 
two-run. infield single off the bat of Pedro Alvarez. the 
best power hitter on the team. After clean-up man Lyle 
Overbay laid down a ,uccessful bunt. no less. 

As if that wu:,n·t enough. the rally took place. against 
Carlos Marmol. one of the premier closers in the game. 

And another thing: The vi~itors were without Andrew 
Mccutchen. their best all-around player. The outfielder 
was a late scratch because of stiff neck. a move that forced 
Hurdle to revamp the line-up and batting order on short 
notice. 

"Hey. we don·t need ·cutch. c·mon." Walker joked 
before he turned serious again. ''This was a whole team 
effort. Every game (in the series) went down to the wire. 
This is a good confidence-builder for us." 

The decisive sequence began when Alvarez topped a 
roller that Marmol couldn ·1 reach to the left of the mound. 
Shortstop Starlin Castro charged the ball and made a des• 
perate throw. but first baseman Carlos Pena was forced to 
scramble several feet up the fair line to track it down. 

As Walker approached third base. coach Nick Leyva 
shouted a verbal command to continue home. not that the 
second baseman required one. 

"I said it before Castro threw the ball:· Leyva said. 
.. I've got a big mouth. At least some people have told me 
that. .. 

"My goal was to score." Walker said. "If (Castro) picks 
that ball clean and makes a good throw to first. (Pena) still 
had to make a really good throw to get me. It was a great 
job by Pedro just to put the ball in play. Fortunately. we 
got two (runs) there." 

Because (astro was an aggressive player himself. as 
Leyva and Walker were well aware. the odds were in their 
favor. 

"I took a chance: · Leyva conceded. "If (Castro) eats it. 
then Neil is out from me to the showers, but that's the 
chance you take. We've preached to be aggressive since 
the start of mincamp. If I'm not aggressive. the players 
will back off.'' 

The game wa~n ·t over yet. Shortstop Ronny Cedeno 
made an errant throw that put runners at the corners with 
one out. but closer Joel Hanrahan induced center fielder 
Marlon Byrd to hit another ball at Cedeno. who started a 
double play. 

"I wanted lo get Ronny another one." said Hanrahan. 
who let out a primal scream when the final out was in the 

• Rosepapa-
continued from Page C1 

have said more pleasant 
things about Amanda. a 
young lady whom he only 
knew from her exploits on 
the softball diamond. 

"I was retired from the 
OHSAA as a sports official 
before Amanda started her 
high school career," he 
explained prior to 
Saturday's affair, which got 
emotional at times. "But I 
did hear and read about her 
in the Youngstown area." 

Cerimele umpired base
ball and softball in 
Northeast Ohio for more 
than 2 5 years. 

He wasn't the only one 
who spoke highly of 
Rosepapa, as four of her 
former Lady Irish team
mates reminisced about 
their friend and teammate. 

Ashley Wallace recalled 
one time after Amanda had 
pitched a perfect game and 
was interviewed by a news
paper reporter. 

"She came to practice the 
next day and was a little 
mad because she said the 
newspaper didn't print what 
she had said, it only talked 
about her and what she 
did." Wallace recalled. "She 
wanted to make sure that 
her teammates knew that 
she had credited them for 
helping in the victory.'' 

Jenna Vavra said playing 
with Amanda was different. 

"She always had a smile 
on her face and was in a 
good mood. Even if she 
wasn't in a good mood. 
she'd find a way to be 
happy:· 

Another thing Vavra 
recalled was the stench that 
came from her glove hand. 

"We used to make her sit 
at the end of the bench 
because her glove hand 
stunk so much. It was horri
ble.'' 

Sara Wamsley and 
Courtney Coyne related 
similar stories that they 
remembered about Amanda. 

''When I was IO or I I 
years old Amanda hit me 
with a pitch," Wamsley 
recalled. "She wasn't very 
controlled at that point. I've 
still got the scar on my left 
leg. Amanda felt so terrible. 

"Then, my sophomore 
year I was pitching in prac
tice one day and Amanda 
was batting." she continued. 
"She cracked one that hit 
me in the knee cap. She felt 
horrible and I'll never for. 
get all the bugs that girl 
gave me that day:· 

Coyne, too, was a victim 
of Rosepapa' s early wild
ness. 

"We played together in 
high school for four years. 
but I played for Shadyside 
i-n the summer and she 
played for Bellaire. When 
we played it was weird, but 
she hit me twice and when 
she came to school she was 
so sorry." 

Another story related to 
Amanda's wildness still 
lives today. 

According to Jack Cera. 
past president of the 
Bellaire Girls Softball 
Association. the " Rosepapa 
Rule" was instituted after 
she hit a couple of girls in 
one game. That rule is still 
in effect today. 

Cerimele, his wife and 
mother presented Rosie and 
Rick Rosepapa with a ban
ner that read. "'Amanda 
Rosepapa Your Legend 
Lives On." 

It certainly did Saturday 
and will continue to do so 
fnr nuitP ~nmP timP P~Of'-
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T,.\. Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK 

THE OHIO bench smiles as time winds down toward victory in the annual 
Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Classic. From left are Heidi Hines 
(Barnesville}, Abbey Gooding (Conotton Valley), Bri Kamarec (Indian Creek), 
Kelsey Holloway (Shadyside) and Alexa lsaly (River). Additional images may be 
found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 

• Girls 
Continued from Page C1 

points and Barnewille's Heidi Hines 
scored four. 

Ohio's inside advantage resulted in 34 
free throw opportunities. The winners con• 
verted 2 1 times. 

Kurtz. of Wheeling Central, witnessed a 
mini-comeback bid by his team which ral
lied within 18 midway through the second 
half. The Lady Bucks, however, were 
never seriously threatened. 

Magnolia ·s 5-7 Padyn Ludewig regis
tered a game-leading 14 points but was the 
lone Mountaineer in twin digits. 

Parkersburg South's Hannah Maston 
provided nine-point support. Oak Glen's 6· 
0 Kiley King and Hundred's Raven 
McDiffitt totaled six points apiece. 

The Ohio staff included Shadyside' s 
Tina Yates who guided her L T's to a Ohio 
D-IV state berth. and Caldwell's Mike 
Podlasiak. Kurtz was assisted by the 

Maroon Knight:.· Bob Rob i nson and 
Weirton Madonna's Don Ogden. 

At halftime. Wheeling Central's Molly 
Kurtz. daughter of W. Va.'s head coach, 
was victorious in the 3-point shootout 
competition, sponsored by Panhandle 
CleaninJ? & Restoration. Box score: 

WEST"VIRGINIA (51) - Stefanow 0, 0-0 0; 
Starkey 0, 0-0 0; Kurtz 0, 0-0 0; Black 0, 1-2 1; 
Barry 0, 2-2 2; Altmeyer 1, 0-0 2; Robinson 1, 0-
0 2; Wood 1, 0-2 2; Gaudio 1, 1-2 3; Jenkins 2, 
0-2 4; King 2, 1-2 6; McDiffitt 2, 1-2 6; Maston 4, 
0-1 9; Ludewig 5, 4-4 14. Totals - 19, 10-19. 
OHIO (74) - Kuhn 0, 0-0 O; lsaly 1, O·O 2; 
Nardo 0, 2-2 2; Gooding 0, 2·4 2; Bodnar 0, 2-4 
2; Kamerec 2, 0·O 4; Hines 1, 2-4 4; Holloway 2, 
0-0 5; Stover 1, 4-4 6; Nau 2, 3·6 7; l.eMasters 
4, 0-0 8; Neavin 3, 3.4 9; Booth 4, 2-4 10; Ritz 6, 
1·2 13. Totals - 26, 21-34. 

Three-point goals. West Virginia - King, 
Maston, McDiffitt. Ohio - Holloway. 

Gibson mar he reached at rgib
smz@timesleadero11/ine.u1m 

• Boys------------
Continued from Page C1 

opening 20 minutes. -scored 14 in the first 
half. 

When the first half dust settled the game 
was knotted at 49. 

West Virginia took the lead early in the 
second half thanks to more work on the 
interior by O'Neal. 

Gibson. who will be the final Zanesville 
player to compete the game since the Blue 
Devils have opted to drop out of the 
OV AC effective in 201 1-12. put on an 
exhibition early in the second half. includ• 
ing a time when he picked Goodwin's 
pocket and went in for a two-handed flush. 

However. it was Goodwin, who got the 
last laugh. 

After scoring eight in the first half. he 
scored 16 in the second half, including a 
stretch of 1 I in a row, which helped the 
Mountaineers fend off the late Ohio rally. 

Ohio got as close as two at 86-84 after 
Frontier's Cory Fickiesen had a conven
tional three-point play and Gibson meshed 
a pair at the line. 

Goodwin always seemed to have the 
answer. 

"I thought we got everyone pretty bal
anced playing time," Vargo said. "Bubby 
probably played a few more minutes than 
the others, but he earned it." 

All told. Goodwin finished with 24 to 
lead the Mountain State. Smith and O'Neal 
went for 19 and 17, respectively. 

The West Virginia squad - despite its 
lack of size on the interior - controlled 
the glass and got plenty of second-chance 
opportunities. 

However. those second chances weren't 
always on the interior. The Mountain State 
was deadly from the perimeter, knocking 
down I 3 triples. 

.. Coach (Mark) Romick told the kids 
again today you win all.star games by 
playing defense and doing the little 
thing~:· said Ohio head coach Joe Dunlevy 
of Indian Creek. ·'We knew they were 
going to score. but we couldn't afford to 
give up any second shots when they did 

See Related Video at: 
timesleaderonline.com 

miss because that's how you lose these 
types of games. They got loose balls and 
hit threes.·· 

Gibson's 32 paced the Ohio squad. 
Farnsworth wa" the only other Buckeye 
State player to reach double figures ( 12). 
St. Clairsville·~ Allen Derosa scored eight 
and Harrison Central's Kyle Blanchard 
scored seven. 

"This was an enjoyable game again for 
me. but like I tell my player:-. if you want 
to win you·ve got to do tile little things:· 
Dunlevy said. "This was a great bunch of 
kids and some pretty good kids. You can 
tell these kids come from good families 
and good programs. so that part was great. 
Obviously. we wish we could have come 
out on top." 

GAME NOTES 
■ UNION LOCAL ·s Myron Jellison 

won the boys· three•point shootout, knock
ing down 20 points worth of three-point 
shots from four different racks. 
■ THE OHIO Valley Board of 

Approved Officials presented their 
Sportsmanship Awards for the 2010-1 I 
season. Winning the boys' awards were: 
Cameron (I -A). River (2-A). Magnolia (3-
A) and Wheeling Park (4-A). 

Scoring: 
WEST\IIRGINJA (96) - Perna 2. 2-2 8; 

Jones 1, 0-0 2; Sapp 1. 0-0 3; Paesano 2, 0-2 5; 
Mazezka 0. 0-0 0; Arlia 2, 2-2 7; Martin 0. 0-0 0; 
O'Neal 8, 1-3 17; Whitfield 2, 0-0 4; Greskevitch 
o. 1-2 1; Smith 5, 5-6 19; Cottrella 2, 1-1 5; Lowe 
o, 0-0 0; Goodwin 10, 0·0 24; Totals: 35, 12·18 
96. OHIO (91) - Ramsier 0, 0-0 0; Evancho 1, 
0-0 2; Blanchard 2. 3-4 7; Gibson 12. 4-6 32; 
Schumacher 1, 0-0 2: Brown 2. 1-2 5; Jellison 1 . 
0-0 2; Van Dorn 2, 0-0 4; Derosa 3, 0-0 8; 
Lindsey 1, 0-0 2; Farnsworth 5. 2-4 12; Fickieson 
3. 1·1 7; Tolliver 3. 0-1 6: Totals: 36. 11-18 91. 

Three-Point Goals: WV - Pernii (2). Sapp 
Paesano, Arlia, Goodwin (4), Smith (4). OH -
Gibson (4), Derosa (2 j. 

Staskev can be reached at 
sstaskey@1imey/,:adero11li11<:.co111 

•Harvick------------
Continued from Page Cl 

"I •!~_fru~tra~ed. _I_go~ ~hat he thought wa<; a Hamlin. winner of the last 



W.Va. Boys, Ohio Girls Triumphan.t 
. . 

Park's 
Goodwin 
steals show 

Bv RICK THORP 
• Staff Writer 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - The 
34th annual OV AC Samuel A. 
Mumley Boys· Basketball Classic 
once again pitted West Virginia 
against Ohio on Sunday afternoon. 

But during the sec_ond half. it 
turned into the "Bubby and Tanner 
Show:· 

Wheeling Park"s Bubby Good
win and Z,mewille·s Tanner Gib
son staged a classic mano-a-mano 
duel at Ohio University Ea,tern·s 
Physical Education and Recreation 
Center. 

Gibson exploded for a game
high 32 points. but Goodwin's 
team-best 25 sparked the Moun
taineers to a thrilling 96-91 tri-
umph. • 

"We were both playing hard and 
we both seemed to have the hot 
hand,'· said Goodwin, who poured 
in 17 second-half points. "In the 
fir~t half. 1 ,t,1ned out ,Iuggish. ln 
the ~com! half. I JUS\ stepped it up . 

.. After the way everything went 
in the (West Virginia Class AAA) 
championship game. this was a .• 
good way to go out. 

"And (Sunday) it's my grand• 
ma·s birthday:· 

The entire West Virginia contin 
gent was celebrating after the 
Mountaineers outscored the Buck• 
eyes 4 7-42 in the second of two 
20-minute halves to win the all-star 
clash for the second straight season 
and third in the last four. 

George Vargo. who recenlly 
guided Weirton Madonna to a We,t 
Virgmia Class A championi,hip. 
,aid he tried to give all of hi, play
ers an equal amount of minutes. 
But in Goodwin·s case. he got a 
few more. 

• • Bubby needed to play a fev. 
extra minutes. ·· he said ,mi l ine. 
"He earned it. -

··I thought al I of our players 
played well. I don't think there was 
a player that didn"t make a differ
ence durme the ~econd half.·· 

Goodwi;1·s Park teammate. Mar 
qez O'Neal. scored two of his 17 
points on a layup comtesy of a nifty 
Goodwin feed that started an 8-0 
West Vm?ima run that broke a 51 -
51 tie early in the second half. 

Madonna·s Chris Perna and 
Magnolia's Matt Sapp also ~cored 
during the surge. 

Gibson did- all he could to lteep 

Photo by Paul Krajnyak 

Ohio's Niko Otto, left, guards West Virginia's Marqez O'Neal 
during Sunday's game. 

the Buckeves in i t. scorin~ ~o or 
his team·s ii nal 40 points. B-ut Ohio 
rnuldn ·1 get over the hump. 

converted a 3-point play to cut the 
advantage to 41-33. 

With the Buckeyes leading 45-
3 7. West Virginia went on a 7-0 
spurt to cut the lead to 4 7-44. 

A Gibson jumper brought Ohio 
to \\-it h1n one at 59- 58. but i t 
wouldn ·1 cct closer. 

A l one- point. Goodwin scored 
I I str:1i!;ht points as the Moun
taineer~ bui lt a 90-84 lead. 

'·The difference in th1~ game 
were the ~econd-chance buckets 
they got:· Ohio and. Indian Creek 
coach Joe Dunlevy said. 

: ·we told the guys they were 
!!omg to score. We told them not to 
give -them ~econd shots and thmgs 
like that because those things make 
a difference in a game like this: · 

In fact. Vargo believed Smith. 
who finished with 19 points. was 
an unsung hero. All the Cadet did 
in the first half was go 4-for-4 
from the field . including three 
triples. and 3- for-3 from the line 
for 14 pomts. All free throws came 
after he was fouled attempting a 
trey. 

··We did all of those things 
well." 

Dun I en was~ all smile1> in the 
opening moments as the Buckeyes 
j umped out to a commanding 23-9 
lead. thanks to a I 5-3 run that 
i ncluded fi ve points each from 
Gibson. St. Clairw ille·-. Allen 
Derosa and Shadysicte·s Ellis 
BrO\\>ll. 

Shenandoah's Brett Farnsworth 
added I 2 points for Ohio. 

Game Notes 

Ohio mamtamed its double-<.licit 
lead until C1meron ·s Cole Cottrell 

Union Local's Myron Jellison 
won the Panhandle Cleaning and 
Restoration 3-Point Shootout at 
halftime ... Sportsmanship A wards 
handed out at halftime went to 
Wheeling Park (Class AAAA). 
M agnolia (Class AAA), River 
(Class AA) and Cameron (Class 
A ). 

BUCKEYES 
(Continued from Page 13) 

Raven McDiffitt made 
back-to-back buckets to trim 
the lead to I 5-4. but Ohio 
went on a I 4-5 spurt to take 
a 29-9 lead. 

Later in the half, Parkers
burg South's Hannah Mas
ton. Magnolia's Padyn 
Ludewig and Weir's Nikki 
Robinson strung together 
three straight buckets to 
draw the Mountaineers to 
within 16 at 36-20. 

Ohio. however. went on a 
I 3-4 run to end the half. 

The Buckeyes featured a 
balanced attack. led by 
Cambridge's Molly Ritz. 
who finished with 13 points. 
Booth followed with I I. 

Booth played in Saturday 
n\ght"~ Battle J:'gainst Cystic 
F1bros1s Classic in Parkers
burg, as did Ludewig. who 
scored I O points in the sec
ond half on her way to a 
team-best 14. 

She was the only West 
Virginia player to reach dou
ble figures. 

"I knew we had a bunch 
o f, girls on this team who 

----- -

would work hard.' ' said 
Ludewig. announced Satur
day as The Intelligencer's 
B\g School All-Valley cap
tam for the second straight 
season. 

"We just got together as 
much as we could.'' 

It was a reunion, of sorts. 
for Ludewig. who joined 
Libby Altmeyer. Molly 
Kurtz and Shelby Wood on 
the Mountaineers· roster. 

'·We used to play AAU 
together for Dr. (Dave) 
Gaudino in Marshall Coun
ty:· she said. ''It was great 
to get to play with them for 
our last high school game." 

Molly Kurtz won the Pan
handle Cleaning Restoration 
3-Point Shootout at half
time. 

GAME NOTES 
Schools in each of the 

OV AC"s four classes were 
presented Sportsmanship 
Awards at halftime. Recipi
ents were John Marshall 
(C lass AAAA), St. 
ClairsviHe (Class AAA). 
River (Class AA) and 
Cameron (Class A). 

Photo by Paul Krajnyak 

West Virgini~'s Kristen Black is defended by Ohio's 
Alex Kuhn (10) during the girls' game. 

Fast-Starting Buckeyes 
Put Away Mountaineers 

By RICK THORP 
Staff Writer 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - It 
was over almost a~ quickly 
as it began. 

Ohio.Jumped out to a 15-
0 lead and neve r looked 
hack in rna~tine. to n 74-50 
triumph against West Vir
~i nia i n the 34th ann ual 
~amuel A. Mumley OV AC 
All -Star Girls' Basketball 
Cla~sic. 

"We dictn·1 do anything 
special:· Ohio and Union 
Local coach Drew Green
wood said Sunday afternoon 
at Ohio University Eastern'~ 
Physical Education and 
Recreation Center. 

"We gave them a base 
, offense and put them out 

there with players that com
plement each other. It wa~
n 't a hard thing to do.·· 

Wheeling Central's Penn 
Kurtz. who once again guid
ed West V irginia. said the 
-Buckeyes· squad wa~ one 
the strongest fielded in ~onle 
time. 

''It wa~ louc:h: · he ~aid. 
• ·overal l. the;, j uq had 

more size than we did. We 
j u~t J!"Ot off to a bad start. 
But In the second half we 
played hard and aggres 
\tve:· 

Wt:~t Virginia outscored 
Oh io in the second of two 
20-minute halves. but the 
Buckeyes did their damage 
in the first few minutes. 

Caldwell's Lizzy Nau 
, cored the first four points 
and then Shadyside 's 
Kelsey Holloway canned a 
3 po i nter that made the 
sco re 7-0 at the 17:31 
mark. 

Frontier's Heather Booth 
followed \\-ith a jumper . 
And when Shadys1de ' s 
Sarah Neavin made four 
straight free throws. the 
Ohio ~lead ballooned to 13-
0. 

Meadowbrook ·s Shelby 
Stover capped the ~urge 
with a pair of free throws 
with 14;35 remaining in the 
half. 

Wheel ing Centrars Libby 
A llmeyer and Hundred's 

See BUCKEYES, Pt1!fe 16 
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OVAC hoop stars set to shine 
• Boys' game 
should feature 
plenty of offense 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Practice time has been limit
ed. 

Ho'>.ever. offensi ve f ire
'>.0rb. ~houldn·t be. 

Those two concepts can 
mean nothing other than the 
Samuel A. Mumley OVAC 
All-Star Basketball Classic. 

• Girls' contest 
will get up and 
down the floor 
By SETH STASKEY 

" limes Leader Sports Editor 

Having fun. meeting 
new people and enjoying 
the game of basketball. 

All of those are key 
ingredients to al l -star 
games. 

The annual contest will tip 
off Sunday afternoon approxi~ 
mately 20 minutes after the 
conclusion ofitnelgirl.~:&game:~ 
which begins at 3 p.rn. at Ohio 
University Eastern in St. 

• However. there comes a 
time during those events 
when the competitive 
nature takes over and both 
the players and coaches 
want to win. 

Both Ohio head coach 
Drew Greenwood of 
Union Local and West 
Virginia head coach Penn 
Kurtz of Wheeling Central 
are expecting that Sunday 
when they lead their 
respective states into the 
annual Samuel A. Mumley 
OV AC All -Star Basketball 
Classic at Ohio University 
Eastern. 

Clairsville. 
Team Ohio. which is being 

coached bv Indian Creek's Joe 
Dunlevy~ River'<; Mark 
Romick and Indian Creek's 
Rob Lucas. managed to 
squeeze in four practices and 
according to Dunlevy. atten
dance ""as up at all of them. 

"Despite ~pring sports and 
everything else going on. we 
had every kid there." Dunlevy 
said. ··we·ve not been making 
up or putting in any special 
plays or defenses. We've just 
been letting the kids play and 
get to know each other." 

• ~ Photo/SETH STASKEY 
PICTURED IS the 20t1. .Ohio, Boys _squadtfo~ the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Game. Front row, 
from left,.are Sam f:{amsier (River), .. Kyle Blanchard (Harrison Central), Tanner Gibson (Zanesville), Ellis 
Brown (Shadyside), Matt VanDom (St. John) and Tre Lindsey (Bridgeport). Middle row, from left, are 
Brett Farnsworth (Shenando_c~h), .. Josh·Tol,[iyer (BelJa,ire), David Evancho (Cambridge), Garrett Legraen 
(Fort Frye), Marcus Schumacher '(Monroe Central) and Myron Jellison (Union Local). Back row, from 
left, are head coach Joe Dunlevy, Niko Otto (Indian Creek), Corey Fickieson (Frontier), Allen Derosa 
(St. Clairsville), assistant coaches Rob Lucas (Indian Creek) and Mark Romick {River). 

Greenwood. who was on 
the losing coaching staff in 
last Friday's District I 2 

• All-Star Game. likes the 
make-up of his Lady 
Buckeyes· squad. 

As has b~en the case seem- " 
ingly each time he'!. coached 

··1 think we ·ve got a nice 
,. mix ·of everything." 

Greenwood said about his 
guards and forward-.. the game. Dunlevy has been 

pleasantly surprised at the 
c.:hembtry hi" squad had 
formed in its few workouts. 

··11·, funny to look at our 
practice and see kids who've 
been battling again~t each 
other for four year~ and now 
they're great friends:· Dunlevy 
-;aid. "Tho,c arc the things that 
make thi~ game fun. we·ve 
got '-Orne characters on this 
team. but that", a good thing ... 

Most basketball pundit!> and 
expert!. have labeled the 
Bud.eye State has a prohibi
tive underdog . and Dunlevy 
has heard the chatter. 

" We j u•a hope our player!, 
sho w up to play the game 
~ince we're ~uppo<;ed to get 
beat by 30 ... Dunlcv) j oked. 

See, BOYS, Page C3 

The Ohio coaching staff 
has set equal play i ng 
groups through the course 
of their two practices. 

··we grouped them with 
guards and posts."' 
Greenwood said. "We 
think we can compete well 

• and at a high level." 
The Lady Buckeyes 

have enjoyed their work
outs and getting to know 
each other. but Greenwood 

P• s ASKEY believes his team will be hotel ETH ST b , . 
PICTURED IS the 2011 Ohio girls squad for the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Game. Front row, :!' 

0
~~i~e~J~day when it 

from left, are Alexa lsaly (River), Kelsey Holloway (Shadyside), Briana Kamarec (Indian Creek), Rosa ~-w·e want· to win .. 
Nardo {Union Local) and Alex Kuhn (Monroe Central) . Middle row, from left, are Carly Gooding Greenwood said 
(Conotton Valley), Heather Booth (Fron~ier), Heidi Hines (Barnesville), Shelby Stover (Meadowbrook), "Obviously. we want th~ 
Kayla Bodnar (Buckeye Local) and Elhe LeMasters (St. John). Back row, from left, are head coach girls to have fun . but 
Drew Greenwood {Union Local) , Lizzy Nau (Caldwell), Molly Ritz (Cambridge), Sarah Neavin the)-' ve uotten after i t in 
(Shadyside), assistant coach Tina Yates and assistant coach Mike Podlasiak {Caldwell). Absent was i:e 

Carissa Myler (Edison). See, GIRLS, Page C3 



•Girls--------
continued from Page C1 

practice with the expectation of winning the game:· Kurtz has almost made coaching the OV AC AII-.Star Game an annual part of his schedule. He's coached 1t so many times. he's lost track of just how many. ··J really enjoy this game.'' Kurtz said. "It's a great chance to meet other players and another ch;mce to coach. It's a different kind of coaching because you don't have much time to develop anything. so you've got to put something together quickly." 
The Mountain State girls had 

three practices to prepare for today·s game and Kurtz was 
pleased with all of them. 

Complete 
Rosters on 

Page C7 
--we·ve got a lot more guards 

than post players:· Kurtz said. 
"How we shape our lineup will 
definitely depend on personnel."' . Before the stretch run, however. the Mountain St~te will utilize the normal three groups of five for equal min-utes. 

··we·re going to do our best to make sure ev~ryo~e gets a lot of playing time:· Kurtz said. "Then we II mix and match as the game goes along . ., . Kurtz j<; well -aware of some of the Ohio play~rs. He faced several as his Lady Maroon Knights consistently play one of the area's more challenging small-school schedules. 
. --rve not really seen their complete roster." Kurtz s~1d. ··1 know they've got some good players from Shadyside and Alex Kuhn from Monroe Central is a really good player. They've got a _lot of three-r.oint shooters and they've got a nice mix of post players. 

OVAC NOTES 
■ SEVERAL SPECIAL awards will be presented dur-ing the course of the afternoon. ~. THE ALL-STARS will be honored at a banquet at p.m. at Undo's West in St. Clairsvill~. . _ ■ AT HALFflME of both the girls and boys games there will be a three-point shootout. whieh is sponsored by Panhandle Cleaning & Restoration. ■ TOM BECHTEL and the recent\y retired_ Bellaire head coach Gene Ammirantc serve as the game directors. Staskev can be reached at swaskey@!11111c.1leadertml111e.com 

• Boys-------
Continued from Page C1 

--we·ve got some- talent. which has come from i~ coaches and programs. but a lot of our playe_rs d1dn t advance deep into the tourn~ment. It seems hke '!'Yest Virginia·s whole team played in the state tournament. Wheeling Park·s duo of Bubby ~oodwi~ and Marqez O'Neal jump out from the Mountain State s roster. But. they're not alone. 
··we're going to go out. play hard and see what hap-pens:· Dunlevy f.aid. 

Ohio Player 
Capsules 

Balancing hi!> units became a 
bigger challenge during_one of his 
aforementioned practices. Fort Frye's Garrett Lagraen will miss the !?ame after suffering a knee on Page C7 injury. . 

1 & ··we·re probably going to go equal until the ast 1ew minutes and then put our best out there and play hard for 1he win ... 1f we ·re close.'' Dunlevy said. Weirton Madonna head coach George Vargo ha~ been sitting on top of the We~t Virginia basketball world over the last few weeks after he guided the Blue Dons to the Class A state championship. _ . . . He's now enlisted to lead the West Virgmia side tn today's all-star game. . West Virginia has had just two practices and those were well-organized. . . "We -put some things in:· Vargo said. "We re going to give the kids freedom to use their ability and know!edge to make thinos happen. but we want to be ready 1f we have to play !>~me old fashioned basketball." . The Mountain State also features only 14 players on.its roster after a player decided to drop out past the deadline of being able to be replaced. . .. "We want to equalize the mmutes as best we can. Vargo said. ··we·11 do our best to make that happe~ •. but during the last seven or IO minutes. we'll make dec1s1ons on who should be on the court:· . Vargo hasn't even looked at the Ohio ~oster. ~>Ut hes fairly confident in saying the Buckeyes will ~ bigger on the interior. . . --we don·t have much size.'' Vargo said. "I think we ve got I I guards on our_ roster and all of them _fan shoot the three. so we hope to hght up the scoreboard. Swske\' can be reached al sstaskey@ti111esleadero11line.co111 

I OVAC All-Star Basketball Capsules 
OIIIOBO'r'S 

COREY ACKIESEN School: Frontier 
Heigh!: 6-lt·5 
Head Coach: Roger Kirkpatrick 
Senior Year SIaIs: Poinls: 19.8: Rebounds: 10.9:Assisls: 3.1. 

' Honors: Fi1sHeam all-EasIern Dislricl, all· OVAC. aft-PVC. 
Plans: Attend Ashland UniYecsi1y anCl play fOOlbal. 
Parents: Brad and Kristie Fickiesen. 

KYLE BLANCHARD School: Ham,or, Central 
Heighl:6-4 
Head Coach: Justin Clilfold 
Seniol Year Stals: Poinls: 18: Rebounds: 8: Assists: 2.2 
Honors: FirsHeam Buckeye 8; First-team allOostnct: Chosen lop 100 in Ohio. 
Plans: Al1end Ashland UniYet5dy and play foot• ban. 
Parents: WiSam and Ena Blanchard. 

TANNER GIBSON 
School: Zanesville. 
Head Coach: Seoa Alonhall. 
Senior Year Stats: Poinls: 17.5: Aebounds: 3: Assists: 3 
Notable Career Slats: Career high ot 32: Sooled 26 in 2010 stale semifinal. 
Honors: Districl Player of lhe Year; Times Recorder Player ot lhe Yei.. 
Plans: Attend college and play basketball Parenis: Heidi Gibson and Pele Manhews. 

GARRETT LEGRAEN 
Schoof: F011 Frye 
Heighl:6-4 
Head Coach: 0an Liedb. 
Senior Year Slals: Points: 12; Rebounds: 5: Assists: 1. 
Nocable Car~, Staes: Hie g.vne-winnilg basJ,;et in 2011 OVAC Tournament Final. 
Honols: Al-PVC; Afl•Dislricl 12; MVAC. Plans: Anend cotJege and majoi in physical Iller· apy. 
Parents: Connie and Jvn Legraen. 

BRETT FARNSIVORTH • Schoof: Shenandoah 
Height:6-2 
Head Coacll: Dan Schwe~erman 
Senior Year Slals: Points: 20.9; Rebounds. 8: Assists: 3 
Notable Career Slats: Scored 729 points. 313 rebounds; 124 assists. 
Honors: First-learn Eastern Dislrici; Frst-team PVC. First-Team an-OVAC: Firsl-Team Dislricl 12. 
Plans: Undecided. 
Parenls: Racheffe and Daryl Famswonh. 

MARCUS SCHUMACHER School: Monroe Central. 
Height: 6-1 
Head Coach: Greg Taylol. 
Seool Year Stats: Poinls: 13.2: Rebounds: 4: Assists: 3.5. 
Nolal)je careei Slats: 325 pom; 125 rebounds. Honors: AR-OVAC, all-District; all-District 12; all· PVC. 
P1ans: Mend coUege. 
Parents: Attdy andbeana Schumacller. 

JOSH TOLLIVER 
School: Bellue. 
Height:6-0. 
Head Coacll: Gere Ammiranle 
Senior Year Stats: PoinlS: 16: Rebounds: 16. Honors: Second•leam all-Ohio (Football): First· learn District 12: Buckeye 8. 
Plans: Attned cojiege and~ IOOlba.ll. 
Parents: Michael and Panicia Toliver. 

MYRON JELLISON School: Union Local. 
Heqll:5-8 
Head Coach: Ben Porter. 
Senio, Year Slals: Points: 14; Rebo\lnds: 2.7; Assisls: 5.3. 
Honols: FIISl-team rl.-OVI<,, al-&lckeye 8: ~ Eastern Dislrict: aA·Dislricl 12. 
Plans: Attend Cofle98 lo play baskelban and mai:lr in alhJetic ~aiNng. 
Parenls: Larry and Jeanne Jenison. 

ELLIS BROWN 
School: Shadyside 
Height:6-0 
Head Coach: Ed Andes 
Senio, Year S1aIs: Points: 21: Rebounds: 7.7: Ass,sts:·4.2 
Honors: FitSl-team all-district; First-leam allOVAC. 
Plans: Attend QUE and major in sports management. 
Parents: Kalhy Brown and Mike Brown. 

MATT VANDORN 
School: St John 
Heighl:6-1 
Head Coach: Jeremy Grubbs 
Senoor Yeat Stals: Points: 13.3: Rebounds: 62; Assists: 4. l 
Honors: Team caplain: OV I<, Honorallle men
liOrl 
Plans: Attend Miam, of Ohio and major in busi· ness. 
Parents: M1cllefle VanDom and Paul VanDorn. 

NIKOOTTD 
School: Indian Cleek 
Height: 6-2. 
Head Coach: Joe ~nlevy 
Senior Year Slats: Points: 15; Rebounds: 8; Assrsts: 3. 
Career: Ranks second in IC hi$lory in relxlunds and fourth in scoring. 
Honors: FirsHeam Buckeye 8, OVAC and Easlem DiSlrict. 
Plans: Allend Mercyllutsl and play foolbal Parents: John and Clarice Otto. 

SAM RAMSIER 
School: River 
Height: 6-0 
Head Coach: Maril Romick 
Senior Year Stals: Points: 17 
Honors: .lo-(NAC. al-DislriC112. 
Plans: 411end college. 
Paren1s: Mark and Alice Ramsier. 

TRELINDSEY 
School: S,idgeport. 
Head coach: Donnie (;ash 
Senior Year Stats: Points: l 7; Rebounds: 3: Assl;ls: 4 
Honors: 4-year lenerman. 

.Plans: Attend Belmont Technical College Parents: Sean Lindsey and /vrry lrldsey. 
DA V10 EVANCHO School: Cambridge. 

Head Coach: Mike Andtews. 
Senillf Yea, Slats: Points: 8 2: Rebounds; 2.5; Assists; 1.8. 
Honors: Thilcf.leam al-Oistricl. second-team aJ· ECOL 
Plans: Attend Baldwin•Wallace 10 play foolbah. Parents: lim and Ooree Evardlo. 

OHIO GIRLS 
MOLLYRIT2 

Schoof: Cambridge 
Head Coach: Dan Linscott 
Seoo- Year Slats: 9.2 poinls: 11 rebounds: 1.3 assisls. 
Honors: Frrsl-leam a"·Dislricl; FirsHeam all• OVI<,, ECOL Playe,ot lhe Year. Plans: Attend college and play baskelbaJI. Parents: Kevin ard Saltf Ritz. 

ALEXA ISM. Y 
School: River. 
Head Coach: Rick lsaly. 
Seniol Year Stals: 11 poinls: 5 1ebovnds: 4 assis1s. 
Hol10ls: District 12; An-PVC; Eastern District Third learn. 
Plans: Attend co41ege and play baskelbaff. Parents: Cada and Rick lsaly. 

. ' SAAAH HEA V1H 
School: Shadyside 
Head Coach: Tma Yates 
Senio, Year Slats: 8.7 poinls: 4.8 rebounds; 5 assists. 
Honors: all-OVAC. Easlem District, al•District 12. ' 
Plans: Allend OUE and play baskelbatl. Pa.-enls: Dave and Denise Neavin. 

BRIKAMAREC 
School: lnaan Cleek. 
Head Coach: Erin OeSa/llis. 
Senior Year Slals: 17 poinls; 3 rebounds; 5 assists. 
Honors: All•lime leading SCl)ler at C1eeit; first• Ieam Dislricl V; FirsMeam Eastern DiS1Jic1. Plans: Atteoo Wesl Liberty lo play basketbal. Parenls: Frank and Earlene Kamarec. 

ROSA NARDO School: Union local 
Head Coach: Drew Gieenwood 
Senior Year Slals: 5 poinls; 2 rebounds: 3 assists. 
Plans: Attend Ohio Northern 
ParenlS: Rob and Jamie Nardo. 

SHELBY STOVER 
Schoof: Meadowbrook 
Head Coach: Tom Strasser 
Senior Year Slats: 17.3 points: 9.5 fl(lllts: 1.8 assisls. 
Honors: Frs1-Ieam Eastern Distnct: FirsMeam ECOi.; Frrs1-leam District 12. 
Plans: Enter !he Untied Slates Marines 
Parents: Karin Stovel and Jen Reed. 

HEIDI HINES 
School: Bameswle 
Head Coach: Jarrie ~er Senior Year Slats: 20.9 poinls; 11.2 rebounds; 2.1 assists. 
Career SlalS: 1,115poinls. 
Honors: FirsHeam EasIern Dis!1icl: Eastern District Playe, ot the Year: Frst-leam al-Ohio. Plans: Pursue a degree in physical lherapy assistam 
Pi.enls: Dave and Sue Hines 

ELLIE LEMASTERS 
School: SI. John Central 
Head Coach: 8ubba Kap,al 
Senior Year Slals: 19.1 poinlS: 11.1 rebounds: 3.5 assists. 
Honors: OVAC First Team; Eastern District Firs! Team; Dislrici 12 Fils! Team 
Plans: Allend college and play basl<elbaD. Paren4S: 8ii and caro1 LeMasters. 

HEA TIIER BOOTH • 
Schoof: Fronwr 
Head Coach: Eric Rinafd 
Senior Year StalS: 15. 4 poinlS: 7. 6 assisls; 1.1 a$$1SI$. 
Hon01s: FirsMeam DISlricl 12; first•leam Alf· EaSlem D,sIricI; at~Ohio Special Mention P1ans: Anendilg college and playing basltetball. Parents: Dean and Kathy Booth 

LIZZYNAU 
School: Cafdwel 
Head Coach: Mike Podfasiak 
Seniof Year Stals: 17.2 points; 8.3 rebounds; 1.8 assists. 
Honors: F1rsHeam all-Ohio; O.IV East Dislrict Playe< oflhe Year. 
Plans: Al1end co1ege and major in educa1ion Parents: Mike and Yvette Nau 

KELSEY HOLLOWAY 
School: Slladyside 
Head Coach: Tina Vales 
Serio, Year Stats: 13.0 fl(lllts: 4.4 reboundsl. 2.8 assisls. 
Honors: Otslricl 12 Player of lhe Year: Eastern District First team: Second-team al·Ohio Plans: Mend Ohio Slate University 
Parents: Brent and Linda Hoffoway 

KAYLA BOOIWI 
School: Buckeye Local 
Head Coach: Wily Luther 
Senior Year Sta1s: 14.2 po,nts: 5.7 rebounds; 2.2 assists. 
Honols: Fusl•team Buckeye 8; Second•leam OisliiclV. 
Plans: Anend Kenl Stale University Paren4S: Joseph and ltJAm Bodnar 

CAALYGOOOfHG 
School: Corotton Valley 
Head Coach: Claig Moole 
Senior Year SIaIs: 11 poinls: 8 rebounds: 5 assists 
Honols: District V Second Team: Third-team Eastern District 
Plans: Anend Kent Slale 
Parents: Phil and Debllie Goo:fir,g 

ALEXKUHH 
School: Monroe Cenlral 
Head Coach: Tray Baker 
Senior Year Stats: 17 poinls: 4 rebounds: 3 3 a5SISlS 
Honors: 1275 pooinls; All-Ohio Third leam. Oislricl Team; Oistrici 12 First Team. 
Plans: Attend college and play baskelban Paren1s: Chris and Jodie KIM 
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the warm-and-fuzzy story 
of this year·s tournament 
with a 70-62 victory 
against VCU in the Final 

LaM yt:al Wt: UIUII l gt:t [ ,.. •• •11111 l_illt' • 
ii done. so that's in the back • - --- - - --- -

u".1.u.1.b1..11. •.s....,1.v.11 .,, ... ...,,... ... ,, • ..,,, 

ing off a .500 regular sea
son. a 56-55 victory 
.against cold-shooting Ken
tucky that moved the 

1 ne m1ru-st:eueu HUSK.1es 
- lowest seed left in a 
tournament that has been as of my mind:· Mack said. APPhoto 

Butler's Shelvin Mack reactc; after his team beat VCU 
See. Butler, Page B4 70-62 in a NCAA national semifinal Saturday night. See. UConn, Page B8 

OVAC 
All-Star 
Games 
Today 
Girls' game begins at 
3 p.m. at OU-Eastern 

Hy SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Having fun. 
meeting new people and enjoying the 
game of basketball. 

All of those are key ingredients to all
~tar game~. 

However. there comes a lime during 
those events when the competitive nature 
takes over and both the players and 
coaches wanno \\'in. 

Both Ohio head coad1 Drew Green
wood of Union Local. and West Virginia 
head coach Penn Kurtz of Wheeling Cen
tral. are expecting that today when they 
lead their respective states into the annu
al Samuel A. Mumley OY AC All-Star 
Basketball Classic at Ohio University 
Eastern. 

Greenwood. who was on the losing 
coaching staff in last Friday's District 12 
All-Star Game. likes the makeup of his 
Buckeye!> squad. 

.. I think we·ve got a nice mix of 
everything .•• Greenwood said about his 
guards and forwards. The Ohio coaching 
staff has set equal playing groups 
through the course of their two practices. 

.. We grouped them with guards and 
posts.'· Greenwood said. 

See. Girls, Pa1;c B2 

Friendships 
Forming For 
Ohio Boys 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Re2ister 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - • Practice time 
hall been limited. but offensive fireworks 
~houldn't be. 

Tho\e two conceph can mean nothing 
other than the Samuel A. Mumley OY AC 
All Star Ba\ketba!I Cla:-;sic. 

The annual contest will tip off today 
approx1ma1ely 20 minutes after the con
clusion of the girls' game. which begins 
at 3 p.m. at Ohio University Eastern. 

Team Ohio. which is being coached bv 
Indian Creek·~ Joe Dunlevy. River''s 
Mark Romick and Indian Creek·s Rob 
Lucas. managed to ~queeze in four prac
tices. and according to Dunlevy atten
dance rose at each one. 

''Despite spring sports and everything 
el~e going on. we had every kid there:' 
Dunlevy said. ··we·ve not been making 
up or puttrng in any special plays or 
defenses. we·ve just bee~ letting the kids 
play and get 10 know each other. ·· 

As has been the case each time he·s 
coached the game. Dunlevy has been 
pleasantly surprised at the chemistry his 
squad had fonned in its few workouts. 

.. It's funny to look at our practice and 
sec kids who've been battling against 
each other for four years and now they're 

See. Ohio Boys, Page B2 
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Photo by Art Limann 
Wheeling's Anthony Maiani flips a wrister past Toledo goaltender Joe Palmer during action of their game Saturday 
night at WesBanco Arena. The Nailers won, 4-3. Looking on is Toledo's Dave Phillips (3). 

N ailers Clinch East's No. 4 Seed 
Wheeling will open 
playoffs at South 
Carolina on Tuesday 

Bv SHAWN RINE 
• Sports Editor 

WHEELING - Believe it or not, 
despite all the injuries. the call-ups and 
roster turnover. this was the easy part 
for Wheeling Nailers coach Stan Drulia. 
Now comes the difficult task that is 
finalizing a playoff roster. 

Mickael Bedard scored a pair of 
goals and assisted on another while 
rookie Anthony Maiani tallied his first 
as a pro is his first game Saturday night 
at WesBanco Arena. as the Nailers (38-
29-5 - 81) held off the Toledo Wall
eye by a 4-3 count in front of a season
high crowd of 4. 771. The victory. 

which marked the ~ixth consecutive 
game to clo~e the regular .,ea~on in 
which Wheeling gained at least one 
point. clinched the fourth spot (home
ice advantage) in the Eastern Confer
ence. 

The Nailer, open the Kelly Cup play
offs at 7 on Tuesday night at South Car
o I ina. where they will also play 
Wednesday before returning home for a 
7:35 encounter Friday night. 

.. We've got a lot or decisions to 
make here in the next 12 hours:· Drulia 
~aid immediately following the victory. 
··we·ve talked about it. thought about it 
for a long time now. 

"It"~ not goin!! to be eas) - we·re 
going to hav~e some tough decisions to 
make:· 

One of l"no~e. no doubt, involves 
Maiarn. a rookie out of Denver that only 
had one game to make an impression. 
He offered a good one when he ,cooped 
a loose puck up in front of Walleye (33-

33-6 - 72) goaltender Joe Palmer and 
put it in the back of the net at 11 :57 of 
the second. 

• 'I think the puck got stuck in the 
snow or somethmg. but it wa~ a girnmie 
for sure ... said Maiani. who admitted to 
having big-time nerves. ··scoring that 
first goal definitely took the edge off.·· 

But Bedard, who played his best 
game in probably a month. was the star. 
United with Tim Crowder and Tyler 
Murovich. he put a pair behind Palmer 
to become the third Nailer this season to 
reach 20. joining current AHLers Ben 
Street and Nick Petersen. who had 24 
each. 

"He wa, good. He wants to play on 
that line:· Drulia said ... He had an 
opportunity with (Brandon) DeFazio 
gone and he wanted ,o prove to me that 
he deserves to be there. 

..That's what hockey is all about. 

See. Nailers, Page B4 

Bullpen Costs Pirates 
Maholm works 
6 ½ scoreless 
. By PAUL LADEWSKI 

For the News-Register 
CHICAGO - In spring 

training. Pittsburgh Pirates 
;;,manager Clint Hurdle said he 
" was.curious to see how his 

•. ·players would handle their first 
. i_brush with adversity in the reg-

advantage of a shaky bullpen 
and leaky defense to score a 
come-from-behind 5-3 victory 
at Wrigley Field. a meltdown 
that had " 20 IO Pirates .. wrillen 
all over it. 

. " It' s the second game of the 
season. you know?" Hurdle 
traveled the high road after
ward. "It is difficult when you 
don·t put away games away 
late. but the only .tough· loss I 
ever had wa~ when my grandfa
ther passed a few years ago. 
That's a tough loss." 

,. ·ular season. . 

AP Photo 
Pittsburgh Pirates catcher Ryan Doumit, let't. talks with relief 
pitcher Evan Meek during the eighth inning S~turday against 
the Chicago Cubs. Chicago won, 5-3 

A loss on the first weekend 
of the regular season might not 
qualify as that exactly. but after 
his team blew a 3-0 lead and 
the game on Saturday after
noon. consider the rubber 
match in the three-game series 
to be its first minor test at the 
very least. 

The Chicago Cubs took 

By any standard . this one 
qualified al. unnecessary. The 
Cubs scored five times off 
relievers Evan Meek and Chris 
Resop in the eighth inning. and 
a leadoff walk and an error had 
a lot to do with them. 

See. Pirates. Page B5 

........................................... ON THE LINE ........................................... ,.._·ii~•• .. . 

Today's Results: . Tomorro~'s Poll: . . Tell us what you think. }· ~ 
0. Should prep off1'c1·a1s start ('fes: 1! ~ A Will Butler win the national 

-- '\,I• Register your answer at www.news-register.net 

I 
-

baseball and softba_ll season later in [Hoj llfflll - championship? (TheresullsoflhispollarenotS<:1enl1ficano representonlytfle l ~ ' -
the spring? llilil opinions of Internet users who have chosen 10 participate J 

~ J: -.j -11 

■ • • • • 
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GIRLS 
Continued from page B 1 
"We think we can compete well and at a 

high level." 
The Buckeyes have enjoyed their work

outs and getting to know each other, but 
Greenwood believes his team will be all 
business when it reports to OUE. 

"We want to win." Greenwood said. 
"Obviously we want the girls to have fun, 
but they've gotten after it in practice with 
the expectation of winning the game.'' 

Kurtz has almost made coaching the 
OV AC All-Star Game an annual part of 
his schedule. He's coached it so many 
times. he"s lost track of just how many. 

.. l really enjoy this game ... Kurtz said. 
"It's a great chance to meet other players 
and another chance to coach. It's a differ
ent kind of coaching because you don't 
have much time to develop anything. so 
you've got to put something together 
quickly.·· 

The Mountain State girls had three prac
tices to prepare for today's game and 
Kurtz was pleased with all of them. 

"We've got a lot more guards than post 
players," Kurtz said. ·'How we shape our 
lineup will definitely depend on person
nel." 

Before the stretch run, however, the 
Mountain State will utilize the normal 

OHIO BOYS 

three groups of five for equal minutes. 
"We're going to do our best to make 

sure everyone gets a lot of playing time, .. 
Kurtz said. "Then we'll mix and match as 
the game goes along. • • 

Kurtz is well aware of some of the 
Ohio players. He faced several as his 
Maroon Knights consistently play one of 
the area's more challenging small-school 
schedules. 

"I've not really seen their complete ros
ter.·' Kurtz said. "I know they've got 
some good players from Shadyside and 
Alex Kuhn from Monroe Central is a real
ly good player. They've got a lot of three
point shooters and they've got a nice mix 
of post players." 

OVACNOTES 
■ Several special awards will be present

ed during the course of the afternoon. 
■ The all-stars will be honored at a ban

quet at I p.m. at Undo's West in St. 
Clairsville. 
■ At halftime of both the girls and boys· 

games there will be a 3-point shootout, 
which is SP.Onsored by Panhandle Cleaning 
& Restoration. 
■ Tom Bechtel and the recently retired 

Bellaire head coach Gene Ammirante 
serve as the game directors. 

Continuedfrom paRe Bl 

great friends,'· Dunlevy 
said. • 'Those are the things 
that make this game fun. 
We· ve got some characters 
on this team. but that's a 
good thing ... 

Bubby Goodwin and Mar
qez O'Neal jump out from 
the Mountain State's roster. 
But, they're not alone. 

Class A state championship. 
He's now enlisted to lead 

the West Virginia side in 
today's all-star game. 

Most basketball pundits 
and experts have labeled the 
Buckeye State as a prohibi
tive underdog. and Dunlevy 
has heard the chatter. 

"We just hope our players 
show up to play the game 
since we're supposed to get 
beat by 30. • • he joked. 
.. We've got some talent. 
which has come from good 
coaches and programs. but a 
lot of our players didn't 
advance deep into the tour
nament. It ,;eems like West 
Virginia's whole team 
played in the state tourna
ment.•· 

Wheeling Park's duo of 

"We're going to go out, 
play hard and see what hap
pens." Dunlevy said. 

Balancing his units 
became a bigger challenge 
during one the practices. 
Fort Frye's Garrett Lagraen 
will miss the game after suf
fering a knee injury. 

"We're probably going to 
go equal until the last few 
minutes and then put our 
best out there and play hard 
for the win ... if we're 
close ... Dunlevy said. 

Weirton Madonna coach 
George Vargo has been sit, 
ting on top of the West Vir• 
ginia basketball world the 
last few weeks after he guid
ed the Blue Dons to the 

The Mountaineers only 
had two practices. but those 
were well-organized. 

"We put some things in," 
Vargo said. "We're going to 
give the kids freedom to use 
their ability and knowledge 
to ma~e things happen. but 
we want to be ready if we 
have to play some old-fash
ioned basketball.·· 

The Mountain State also 
features only 14 players on 
its roster after a player decid
ed to drop out past the dead-
1 i ne of being able to be 
replaced. 

"We want to equalize the 
minutes as best we can.·· 
Vargo said. "We'll do our 
best to make that happen. 
but during the last 7 or I 0 
minutes. we'll make deci
sions on who should be on 
the court.'' 

Vargo hasn't even looked 
at the Ohio roster. but he's 

Photo h)' Seth Slaskey 
Pictured is the 20II Ohio Boys' squad for· the Samuel A. Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Game. Front row, from left, arc Sam Ramsier 1River). Kyle Blanchard (Harrison 
Central), Tanner Gibson (Zanes,·iJle). Ellis Brown (Shadyside), Matt VanDorn (St. 
John) and Tre Lindsey (Bridgeport). Middle rirw. from left. are Brett Farnsworth 
(Shenandoah), Josh Tolliver (Bellaire). David E,ancho (Cambridge), Garrett 
Legraen (Fort Frye), Marcus Schumacher (t\lonroe Central) and Myron Jellison 
(Union Local). Back row, from left, are head coach Joe Dunlevy, Niko Otto (lndi• 
an Creek), Corey Fickiesen (Frontier), Allen lkrosa (St. Clairsville), assistant 
coaches Rob Lucas (Indian Creek) and Mark Romick (River). 

Photo by Selh Staskey 
Pictured is the 2011 Ohio girls' squad for the Samuel A. :\lumley OVAC All•Star 
Game. Front row, from left, arc Alexa lsaly ( Rinr). Kclsc~ Holloway (Shadyside), 
Briana Kamarec (Indian Creek). Rosa Nardo (Union Local) and Alex Kuhn (Mon
roe Central). Middle row, from left, arc Carl~ Gooding (Conotton Valley), Heather 
Booth (Frontier), Heidi Hines (Barnesville), Shell>~· St,ner (Meadowbrook), Kayla 
Bodnar (Buckeye Local) and Ellie LeMastcrs (St John). Back row. from left, are 
head coach Drew Greenwood (Union Local). LiZLJ Nau ( Caldwell). Molly Ritz 
(Cambridge), Sarah Neavin (Shadyside). assi-.;tant coach Tina Yates and assistant 
coach Mike Podlasiak (Caldwell). Absent was Cari,sa :\tyler (Edisont. 

fairly confident in saying the ..,...-,......., 
Buckeyes wlll be bigger on 
the interior. Ch-cr 40 Years E.'\:[>ericn<.'C in Consumer Bankrupt'-'' 

W/Hwling Offi~ • 304-24U410 "We don't have much 
size ... Vargo said. • • r think 
we've got 11 guards on our 
roster and all of them can 
shoot the 3. so we hope to 
light up the scoreboard.·· 

St ClalNJVllle Offl(?fi> l40..695~9a02 
St~utwnvill@ Otflkf! • 14tJ-34tJ•O~Z1 

CHAPTER Z &13 • FREE CONSULTATION 
This law firm has been designated as a debt relief agency, helping 

people file for relief under the Bankruplcy Code. --------

TIRES 

11110◄40 
All Season Radial 
40,000 Mile Tread Wear Rated* 
UTQG 

• l'fH,AOWEMl l'HACl!ON l'Hm 

500 A B 
SIZE PRICE SIZE PRICE 

175/65R14._ ........... 52.28 185/60R14 ........... . ~55.97 
185/65R14 ..... .. ...... 55.35 185/65R15 ............. 60.25 

185/65R15 ............. 59.97 
195/65R15 ............ . 60. 77 
205/65R15 ............ . 67.01 

195/60R15 ............. 61.68 
205/60R15 ............. 65.18 
215/60R15 ............. 69.11 
205/60R16 ............. 71.89 

215/65R15 ............ . 67.59 215/60R16 ............. 73.07 
205/SSR 16 ............. 72.19 225/60R 16 ............. 73.81 

Photo by Selh Slaskey 
Pictured is the 2011 West Virginia girls ' sc1uad for the Smnucl A. Mumley OVAC 
All•Star Game. Front row, from left, arc i\folly Kurl:,, ( Wheeling Central), Raven 
McDiffitt (Hundred), Amyelia Gaudio (Brooke). Jessica .lcnkins (Linsly) and Kris
ten Black (Brooke). Middle row. from left, are Lihhy Altmcyer (Wheeling Central), 
Taylore Barry (Bishop Donahue). Brittan~· GuUiric· , Valley). Hannah Maston 
(Parkersburg South), Morgan Starkey (Valley) .,nd 1•adyn Ludewig (Magnolia). 
Back row, from lert, are coach Don Ogden (Madonna). Laura Stefanow (Wheeling 
Park), Shelby Wood (Cameron). Kile~ King !Oah. Glen). coach Penn Kurtz 
(Wheeling Central) and coach Bob Rohin!>on (\\"ht·cling Central). Absent was Nikki 
Robinson (Weir). 



Mountain :state w111 ut111ze me normat serve as tne game arrectors. 

Ou10Bovs 
Continued from page BI 

great friends.·· Dunlevy 
said. • 'Those are the things 
that make this game fun. 
We· ve got some characters 
on this team. but that's a 
good thing." 

Bubby Goodwin and Mar
qez O'Neal jump out from 
the Mountain State's roster. 
But, they're not alone. 

"We're going to go out, 
play hard and see what hap
pens," Dunlevy said. 

Class A state championship. 
He's now enlisted to lead 

the West Virginia side in 
today's all-star game. 

The Mountaineers only 
had two practices, but those 
were well-organized. 

"We put some things in." 
Most basketball pundits 

and experts have labeled the 
Buckeye State as a prohibi
tive underdog. and Dunlevy 
has heard the chatter. 

"We just hope our players 
show up to play the game 
since we're supposed to get 
beat by 30 ... he joked. 
"We've got some talent. 
which has come from good 
coaches and programs. but a 
lot of our players didn • t 
advance deep into the tour
nament. It seems like West 
Virginia's whole team 
played in the state tourna
ment." 

Balancing his units 
became a bigger challenge 
during one the practices. 
Fort Frye's Garrett Lagraen 
will miss the game after suf
fering a knee injury. 

"We're probably going to 
go equal until the last few 
minutes and then pl)t our 
best out there and play hard 
for the win ... if we're 
close.·· Dunlevy said. 

Vargo said. "We"re going to 
give the kids freedom to use 
their ability and knowledge 
to make things happen. but 
we want to be ready if we 
have to play some old-fash- . 

; I .. 
~
· ,,_.-

ioned basketbal I.'· . 
The Mountain State also ..,,.,,"""",--;:

-..... 

Wheeling Park's duo of 

Weirton Madonna coach 
George Vargo has been sit
ting on top of the West Vir
ginia basketball world the 
last few weeks after he guid
ed the Blue Dons to the 

features only I 4 players on 
its roster after a player decid
ed to drop out past the dead-
1 i ne of being able to be 
replaced. 

"We want to equalize the 
minutes as best we can.·' 
Vargo said. "'We'll do our 
best to make that happen. 
but during the last 7 or I 0 
minutes, we'll make deci
sions on who should be on 
the court ... 

Vargo hasn't even looked 
at the Ohio roster. but he ·s 

, 

Photo by Seth Staskey 
Pictured is the 2011 Ohio girls' squad l'or the Samuel .\. Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Game. Front row, from left, arc Alexa lsaly ( Rin•r). Kclse} Holloway (Shadyside), 
Briana Kamarec (Indian Creek). Rosa Nardo (Union Local) and Alex Kuhn (Mon
roe Central). Middle row, from left, are Carh· (;ooding (Conotton Vallcv). Heather 
Booth (Frontier), Heidi Hines (Barnesville). 

0

Shclh~ Sto\'Cr (:Vlcadowbrook), Kayla 
Bodnar (Buckeye Local) and Ellie LcMaskrs {St. John). Hack row, from left, are 
head coach Drew Greenwood (Union Locall. Liu~· Nau (Caldwell), Molly Ritz 
(Cambridge), Sarah Neavin (Shadyside). a-.!>i~tant coach Tina Yates and assistant 
coach Mike Podlasiak (Caldwell). Absent \\ al> CariS!>a :\fylcr (Edison). 

fairly confident in saying the ,__....,,,.'!!'I 

Buckeyes will be bigger on 
(h·cr 40 Years Ex1>ericncc in Consumer Bankruptcy 

Whef>lin9 Otflc@ • SD4~2'-241 o 
the interior. 

"We don't have much 
size." Vargo said. "I think 
we've got I I guards on our 
roster and all of them can 
shoot the 3, so we hope to 
light up the scoreboard.·· 

St. Clairavllw Oftiet~ • t 40-6t'S~202 
Steu~mf/lle Ofllt.t,) • 14N416•0~7 

CHAPTER Z &t3 • FREE CONSULTATION 
This law firm has been designated as a debt rellet agency, helping 

people file tor relief under the Bankruptcy Code . 
• - -

TIRES 

MC440 
All Season Radial 
40,000 Mile Tread Wear Rated* 
UTQG 

' , .TFIEA(l\\'l:Ml HlAC r!ON l t=:11.m 

500 A B 
SIZE PRICE SIZE PRICE 

175/65R14 ............. 52.28 185/60R14 ........... .. 55.97 
185/65R14 ............. 55.35 185/65R15 ........... .. 60.25 
185/65R15 .. ........... 59.97 
195/65R15 ............ . 60. 77 
205/65R15 ............. 67.01 

195/60R15 ..... .. ...... 61.68 
205/60R15 ............. 65.18 
215/60R15 ............. 69.11 
205/60R 16 ............. 71.89 

215/65R15 ............. 67.59 215/60R16 ............. 73.07 
205/55R16 ............. 72.19 225/60R16 .......... ... 73.81 

Photo by Seth Staskey 
Pictured is the 2011 West Virginia girls' s<1uad for the Samuel A. Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Game. Front row, from left, arc :\-lolly Kurtz ( Wheeling Central), Raven 
McDiffitt (Hundred), Amyelia Gaudio (Brooke). Jessica Jenkins (Linsly) and Kris
ten Black (Brooke). Middle row, from left. arc Libhy Altmcycr (Wheeling Central), 
Taylore Barry (Bishop Donahue), Brittany Guthrie (Valley). Hannah Maston 
(Parkersburg South), Morgan Starke)' (Valley) and Pad~•n Ludewig (Magnolia). 
Back row, from left, are coach Don Ogden /i\1adonna), Laura Stefanow (Wheeling 
Park), Shelby Wood (Cameron), Kiley King !Oak (; ten ). coach Penn Kurtz 
(Wheeling Central) and coach Bob Robim,on (\\!heeling Central). Absent was Nikki 
Robinson (Weir). 

Photo b~· Seth Staskey 
Pictured is the 2011 West Virginia boJ'S squad for tht.· Samuel A. Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Game. Front row, from left, arc Chris Perna (Madonna), Matt Sapp 
(Magnolia), Martin Mazezka (Oak Glen). Logan \fartin (John Marshall), Zach 
Whitfield (Bishop Donahue) and J ared Smith ( Lin-;I) ). Middle row, from left, are 
Cory Lowe (Tyler), Bubby Goodwin (Whc-i:·ling Park I. Freddie Jones (Weir), Shane 
Paesano (Brooke), Connor Arlia (Madonnai uml \lan1c1. O'Neal (Wheeling Park). 
Back row, from left, a re coach Gec)r~c v,,r:,to I Madonna>. Shane Greskevitch 
(Wheeling Central), Cole Cottrell tC.,mcronJ, coat·h Chad Clutter ICameron) and 
coach Mel Stephens (Wheeling Central>. 

TRILLIUM SPA 
OVERNIGHT LODGING PACKAGES 

STARTING AT $179! 
INCLUDl~•G: LODGtNG •MASSAGE• FAOAL 



OV AC to Honor Nevels 
With Officials A ward 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 
WHEELING - If<; been 

. ,everal years !..ince Wi llie 

I Nevel, ha, officiated a bas
ketball !!ame. 

I 
He iook a trip down 

memo~ lane recently when 
he learned he v.-a~ the 2011 

I 
recipient of the Robert Daw
\On Basketball Officials 
Award. which will be pre 

l 
),ented at the Samuel A. 
Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Basketball Clas!..ic on Sun-

! 
day. April 3 at Ohio l 'nivcr 
sity Eastern. 

··1t was a real shock to me 

I 
when I heard about the 
award:· Nevels ),aid. ··so 
many years have passed by 

l ~hat __ it was really surpris
ing. 

Nevels last officiated a 

I 
ba!..kctball game in I 988. 
but qaved inrnlved with 
ba,kctball for several more 

I years. working as an ob~erv
er for the Big East Confer
ence at WestVin!inta L:ni
ver!..itv home !!ames. 

"I ·1hou!!hl I was done 
with everything that had to 
do with officiating when I 
retired as an ob~\ervcr:· 
Nevels said. ··Ifs definitely 
brought ?.ack some nice 
memories. 

Nevels became a regis
tered offo:ial and joined the 

Nevels 

Ohio Val
lev Board 
ot' Otfi 
cials in 
I 9 7 2 . 
Five year-; 
I a t c r . 
however. 
he moved 
to Gar
I ,i n d . 

·Texas. 
which is a !..Uburb of Dallas. 

There. he worked high 
school !!ame!'> as well as 
workini games in the 
Southwest Conference. He 
also worked for the Central 
Basketball Officiating Ser
vice Agency. which abo 
included the Atlantic Coast 
Conference. 

Despite his work in 
Texas. which included a 
Texas State Tournament 
assignment in 1979. and as 
a college offo.:1 al. which 
earned l1im an u,!..ignment in 
the NCAA Men ·s Basket
ball Tournament. it was 
workin!! in the OVAC 
where ·Nevels· fondest 
memories were formed. 

.. , was blessed to be able 
to work some great game~ ... 
Nevels said. 

Nevels worked the West 
Virginia State High School 
Tournament from 1985-87 
and wa., selected ,I', a hon-

orary member of the Ohio 
\'alley Board in 1994. 

Nevels·gave up his whis
tle because -of a higher call
ing. 

·-··1 got into the ministry 
and I JUSt didn"t have the 
time to officiate anymore:· 
Nevels said. "It hurt me at 
fir!>!. but my ministry was 
definitely the most impor
tant thing.·· 

Nevels. who will tum 75 
in June. still watches a ton 
of games and find~ himself 
from time to time calling 
uames from the comfort of 
his living room. 

·'When it comes to watch
ing college basketball. I 
can·t get enough," Nevels 
said. 

According to Nevels. he 
never misses a game when 
his prized pupil. Ted Valen
tine. works. 

--1 tutored him and I 
thought he"d be good ... 
Nevels said ... He·s reallv 
matured and now he. s one 
of the best officials in the 
NCAA:· 

Nevels is the pastor at the 
Morning Star Baptist 
Church in Weirton and 
resides in Wheeling with his 
-wife Loma. • 

The Nevels. who have 
been married 34 years. have 
six children • 
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Nevels to receive 
Dawson Officials 
Award from OVAC 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

It's been several years since Willie Nevel~ has officiated a basketball game. 
He took a trip down memory lane recently when he learned he was the 201 I recipient of the Robert Dawson Basketball Officials Award. which will be presented at the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All -Star Ba.,ketball Classic on Sunday. April 3 at Ohio University Eastern. ..It was a real shock to me when I hi:ard about the award." Nevels said. ··so many 

years have passed by that it was-------.... really surprising." 
Nevels last officiated a basket• 

ball game in 1988. but stayed ' 
involved with basketball for several 
more years. working as an observer 
for the Big East Conference at West 
Virginia University home game~. 

"I thought I was done with 
everything that had to do with offi
ciating when I retired as an observ
er," Nevels said. --11's definitely 
brought back some nice memories:· 

Nevels became a registered offi
cial and joined the Ohio Valley Board of Officials in 1972. Five years later. however. he moved to Garland. Texas. which is a suburb of Dalla~. 

There he worked high school games as well as working games in the Southwest Conference. He also worked for the Central Basketball Officiating Service Agency. which also included the Atlantic Coast Conference. 
Despite his work 1n Texas. which included a Texas State Tournament assignment in 1979. und a~ a college official, which earned him an assignment in the NCAA Men ·s Basketball Tournament. it was working 111 the OVAC where Nevels' fondest memorie~ were formed. "I was blessed to be able to work ,ome !?reat games:· Nevels said. 
Nevels worked the West Virginia State High School Tournament from 1985-87 and was ~elected as a honorary member of the Ohio Valley Board in l 994. Nevels gave up his whistle because of a higher calling. ··1 got into the ministry and I Just didn ·1 have the time to officiate anymore," Nevels noted. " It hurt me at first. but my ministry was definitely the mo~t important thing." Nevels. who will tum 7 5 in June. ~till watches a ton of games and finds himself .from time to time call ing games from the comfort of his living room. 

"When it comes to watching college basketball. I can't get enough." Nevels admitted. 
According to Nevels. he never misses a game when his prized pupil. Ted Valentine. work~. 
"I tutored him and I thought he'd be good:· Nevels said. "He·s really matured and now he·.., one of the best officiah. in the NCAA.'" 
Nevels is the pastor at the Morning Star Baplist Church in Weirton and resides in Wheeling with his wife Loma. The Nevels. who have been married 34 year:,. have six children. 
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Park's Davis to 
receive Saff ield 
Award at OVAC 
All-Star Game 
By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Editor 

Dec oa, i, i~ down m history a~ one of the fine~\ girls" 
na~kctball p!Jycr, to ever g.race the area cour\!, after a 
brilliant prep career a~ Wh_eehng Park. _ Her thirst and pa:-.s1on tor ba!-1..etball earned over to the 
coach in!! ran I..,. . • For C.+ ~ca,ons. Davi, was one of the area ~ premier 
girl~- rnac!H:,. leading her alma - ----- """:J':'I 
mater. 

Ju,t four \'Car, into her retirement 
trom rountlball coaching. Davis is 
,cl to recei\C one of the confer
ence·, biggest honor,. 

Davis will receive the annual 
Rich Suffield Girl!. Ba,ketball 
Coache!. Award at the annual 
Samuel A Mumley OV AC All-Star 
C\a~:-.1L ~ hich is ,lated for Sunday. 
April :; al Ohio Umw!·,ity E.1,tern. 

··\ sinccrdy appreciate the recog- .. . . nition of my contributions to girls' basketball. Davis said in her letter of !!ratitude to the OV AC All-Star Ba!>ketball 
Committee. "The Rich Saffield Girls Basketball Coaches 
Award i!, ccrtainlv an honor." 

After her playing carca in ~h_ic~ !>h_c ,cored 1.8?0 
points and pocl..eted the We,t V1r~1111a High Sch_~I_.State Player of the Yca_r aw_ard. Davis went to D1v1s1on 1 
Tcnne,~cc Tedi U1mcr~1ty. . Davi .... v. ho hoh.b the ... ingle-game sconng record m_the 
regular ,ea,rn1 1 'i5) and \tute tournament (41) and 1s a m~mhcr ot the OVAC and Whee\111~ Park Halb of Fame. 
played t\\0 ,ca,on, _111 Tcnne!. ... ec betore she transfe':e~ to wc~t \'irg1nia Un\\er'1t) and completed ~er playing 
career and fini..,hccl her dq:rec.., in general science. btolo• 
gv and ph) ...ical education. 
- - She v. a, hired bv the Ohio County Schools and cut her 
c0achin!! teeth 111· 1987 as a ba~ketball and volleyball 
coach at.Wheeling Ju111or High. . . After a ,top at Bridge Street Jumor High. Dav•~ was 
hired,,.., the head girl,· ba ... kctball coach at Park. Davi~ led 
the Ladv Patnoh to hacl.. -to-hack Clas, AAA state cham-
p1011:-.h11;~ in 1998-99. _ .. . . . The 1 999 11tle made Davi, the hrst-ever female rec1p1-
ent ot the rn,ctcd OVAC Coach of the Year Award. 

l)a, 1, rc ... 1gncd rrom coaching after_ the 2~07 se~son \\Ith 225 , Ictonc,. 11,e OVAC title,. nme !>CCtlOnal title,. 
fi ve 1e!!1<m,II t1tk,. -
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Park's Davis To Be Lauded 
By SETH ST ASKEY 

For the News-Register 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Dee Davis is 

down in history as one of the finest girls' 
basketball players to ever grace the area 
courts after a bril Ii ant prep career at 
Wheeling Park. 

Her thirst and passion for basketball car
ried over to the coaching ranks. 

For 14 seasons. Davis was one of the 
area's premier girls· coaches. leading her 
alma mater. 

Ju~t four years into her retirement from 
basketball coaching. Davis is set to receive 
one of the conference's biggest honors. 

Davis will receive the annual Rich 
Saffield Girls' Basketball Coaches Award 
at the annual Samuel A. Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Classic, which is slated for Sun
day. April 3 at Ohio University Eastern. 

"I sincerely appreciate the recognition 
of my contributions to girls• basketball." 
Davis said in her letter of gratitude to the 
OV AC All-Star Basketball Committee. 
.. The Rich Saffield Girls' Basketball 
Coaches A ward is certainly an honor.'' 

After her playing career in which she 
scored 1.890 points and pocketed the 
West Virginia High School State Player of 
the Year award. Davis went to Division I 
Tennessee Tech University. 

Davis. who holds the 
single-game scoring 
record in the regular 
sea~on ( 5 5 ) and state 
tournament { 41 ) and i!> 
a member of the OV AC 
and Wheeling Park 
Halls of Fame. played 
two ~easons in Ten 
nessee before ~he trans-

Dee ferred to West Virginia 
Davis Univer~ity and complet-

ed her playing career 
and finished her degrees in general sci 
ence. biology and physical educallon. 

She was hired by the Ohio County 
Schools and cut her coaching teeth in 
1987 as a ba~ketball and volleyball coach 
at Wheeling Jumor High. 

After a stop at Bridge Street Junior 
High, Davis was hired as the head girls· 
basketball coach at Park. Davis led the 
Patriots to back-to-back Class AAA ~tate 
championships in 1998-99. 

The I 999 t itle made Davis the first 
female recipient of the coveted OV AC 
Coach of the Year Award. 

Davis resigned from coaching after the 
2007 season with 225 victories. f ive 
OV AC titles. nine sectional titles. five 
regional titles. 
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O'Connell to 
receive Burton 
Award at o·vAC 
All-Star Classic 
By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Editor 

The late Tom O'Connell's contribution to the sport of 
basketball can be felt in several schools on several levels. 

That alone made him a no-brain choice to receive the 
2011 Bob Burton Distinguished Service Award at today·s 
Samuel A. Mumley OV AC All-Star Game. 

O'Connell's widow. Patty. will accept the award in his 
behalf. 

O'Connell. who passed away in July of 2008 at the age 
of 75, had coaching stints at West Liberty State College. Bishop Donahue, Buckeye Local and Wheeling Central. 
All told, his career lasted more than 40 years. 

The Wheeling Central and West Liberty graduate 
coached football , basketball and 
actually started the first baseball 
team at Donahue. At West Liberty. 
O'Connell was a standout football , 
player under the late Dr. Al Blatnik 
and Dr. Joseph Bartell. He was 
voted all-conference was a 
Hilltoppers' captain during his sen 
ior season. 

During his stint as football 
coach, O'Connell posted a 43-49 
record and led the Bishop~ to the .__._._ir;..._....; OVAC title in 1967 and three 
OV AC runner-up finishes. His I 97 1 team was the West 
Virginia Catholic runnerup. 

He coached basketball for the Bishops for I O seasons. 
posting a 1 I 9-1 17 record. He guided the Bishops to a pair of OV AC titles ( 1964. 1972) and twice posted 
records of 18-4. 

The aforementioned baseball program was solid with 
O'Connell as skipper. He was the head coach for I 3 sea
sons and won five West Vlrginia Catholic title~ ( 1963. 
68, 72. 73 and 74). 

O'Connell also coached on the hilltop. working under 
John Westenhaver and Larry Shank. Working as a defen
sive backs' coach. O'Connell coached Mark Murphy. who 
later played for the Green Bay Packer~. 

After his stay with the Hilltoppers. O'Connell returned 
to the prep ranks in the now Buckeye Local School 
District. His best season came in 1988-89 at Buckeye North when he guided it to a school record 16-5 mark and 
a sectional title. 

During the 1991-92 season. o·connell and the 
Panthers of Buckeye Local posted a 14-6 record and won 
the sectional title. He was named District 8 Coach of the 
Year and coached in the District 8 All-Star Game. 

All told, o·connell. who i~ a member of the West 
Liberty Hall of Fame. coached in the OV AC All -Star 
Football Game five times. 

Staskev can he reci ched al 
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.cvom 
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Huffman ·set to 
receive OVAC 
coaching honor 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Edrtor 

Skyvue High School has one of the area ·s richest bas
ketball traditions. 

When the Hawk, were advancin!! well into the Ohio 
Basketball Tournament. they were continually going up 
against schools. which had more ~tudents enrolled. 

However. head coach Mark Huffman was unfazed. 
··Mo~t people don't realize it. hut I think it wa~ someT 

thinp lil-.c 96 percent of our game~ were again:-t ~chools 
which had more student, enrolled than we dicl." Huffman 
p(iin1ed ou1. 

Huffman. the lone-time head coach 
of the Hawk\ and ihen the Monroe 
Central Seminoles. 11u1ded the ba.\ket
ball and ba!->eball team to state-wide 
noteriety during his career at his alma 
mater. 

After nine year, away from the 
bench. Huffman will be recognized at 
the Samuel A. Mumlev OV~AC All
Star Ba!-,ketball Cla\\(c on Sunday. 
April 3 at Ohio Uni"er~ity Eastern 
\\.•1th the BO\~ Ba~kctball Coache~ Award. 

"l really ·appreciate the people who remembered what 
we were able to accompli!->h both at Skyvue and Monroe 
Central." Huffman ~aid. "There arc a lot of tremendou~ 
coache!-, out there. ,o it"!-, kind of shocking to be chosen 
for thi\... -

After graduating from Skyvue in 1971. Huffman went 
to Marietta College where he earned his degree in 1976. 

Jusc out of college, Huffman accepted a freshman bas
k:etbalf position at Philri. v. hk h he held for three \ car~. 

In !9 7C), Huffman rccei\ed a call from hi:- long~ttme 
fnend Phtl Ackerman. who had JU\t accepted the head 
coaching po~t at Skyvue. 

.. He called and asked 1f I'd be mterested in coming 
back to Skyvue to co,1ch." Huffman said. "From there. 
everything .Iust fel I 11110 place ... 

Huffman·~ career got off to a good start. which he 
belie\e\ i\ crucial to any extended prep coaching gig. 

In lrn third year at the helm. Huffman guided the 
Hawb to the <;late tournament in Columbus where they 
were upended 111 the -.emifinal-.. With ba:-,ically the ~ame 
te.im in place the following \Cason. the Hawks reached 
the qate tllle 11ame. ' 

Dc..,pite getting off to a late start. the Hawks· baseball 
team - al<;o under Huffman·~ cuidancc - won the state 
champion~hip in Clas~ A. -

... The \Ccrel to anyone·.., .,ucce,.., i.., having a good group 
ol kid-; who pl..tvcd together and preached teamwork.'" 
Huffman -.aid. 

··we had dc<lrcated kids with talent. Plu,. we were 
ahlc to avoici injuries and e\,eryonc c..tme together. In 
baseball. we had a couple of good arms and in both 
~ports we heat team\ that were probably just as good as 
we were." 

Both Huffman's basketball and basketball team fell in 
the regional finab the next \Ca\on. 

Along the way. Huffman won three OVAC titles. 
induding two ( 1985 1986) in ba-;ketball. 

In 1994. Skvvuc and Wood\field High Schools closed 
their respective doors and consolidated to form Monroe 
Central High School. 

Huffma,; wa\ hired as the ba!.ketball coach and held the 
po~t until 2002. 

"( A ..,chool con.,0l1dat10n) wa~n ·1 a.., tough of a ~ituation 
for me a~ ii maybe wa~ for the kids ... ~Huffman said. 
"Ohvmusly. hoth ~chooh had kid~ back who "'ere ..,tarters 
and then_ al I of the ~udden you· vc got a larger group of 
kt(h to p11.:J.. from. 

"There were good and bad pomt:, to it. but to he honest. 
the fiN day at Monroe felt like the first day at Skyvue. 
We worked hard and let thing, shake out." 

Huffman and hi.., wife Su,an h,n·e :-ix children and 
~even grandchildren 

sw;·/..e, can h e reached at 
1·sr aske_, ·@r i 111esleadero11 Ii ne .com 

Huffman Earns A ward 
By SETH ST ASKEY 

For the News-Register 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE -

Skyvue High School has 
one of the area's richest 
basketball traditions. 

When the Hawks were 
advancing well into the 
Ohio Basketball Tourna
ment, they were continual-
1 y going up against 
schools. which had 

more students enrolled. 
However. head coach 
Mark Huffman was 
unfazed. 

"Most people don't 
realize it. but I think it was 
something like 96 percent 
of our games were against 
schools which had more 
students enrolled than we 
did," Huffman said. 

Huffman. the long-time 
head coach of the Hawks 
and then the Monroe Cen
tral Seminoles, guided the 
basketball and baseball 
team to state-wide noteri
ety during his career at his 
alma mater. 

After nine years away 
from the bench. Huffman 
will be recognized at the 
Samuel A. Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Basketball Classic 
on Sunday, April 3 at Ohio 
University Eastern with 
the Boys· Basketball 
Coaches A ward. 

• 'I really appreciate the 
people who remembered 
what we were able to 
accomplish both at Skyvue 
and Monroe Central." 
Huffman said. "There are 
a lot of tremendous coach
es out there. so it's kind of 
shocking to be chosen for 
this." 

After graduating from 

Skyvue in 
I 9 7 1 , 
Huffman 
went to 
Marietta 
College 
where he 
earned his 
degree in 
1976. 

Just out Mark 
of col- Huffman 
1 e g e . 
Huffman accepted a fresh
man basketball position at 
Philo, which he held for 
three years. 

In 1979. Huffman 
received a call from his 
long-time friend Phil Ack
erman. who had just 
accepted the head-coach
ing post at Skyvue. 

"He called and asked if 
I'd be interested in coming 
back to Skyvue to coach,·· 
Huffman said. ''From 
there, everything just fell 
into place." 

Huffman· s career got 
off to a good start, which 
he believes is crucial to 
any extended prep coach
ing gig. 

In his third year at the 
helm, Huffman guided the 
Hawks to the state tourna
ment in Columbus where 
they were upended in the 
semifinals. 

With basically the same 
team in place the following 
season, the Hawks reached 
the state title game. 

Despite getting off to a 
late start. the Hawks· base
ba II team - also under 
Huffman ·s guidance -
won the state champi
onship in Class A. 

"The secret to anyone's 

success is having a good 
group of kids who played 
together and preached 
teamwork. · · Huffman 
said ... We had dedicated 
kids with talent. Plus. we 
were able to avoid injuries 
and everyone came togeth
er. In baseball. we had a 
couple of good arm~ and 
in both sports we beat 
teams that were probably 
just as good as we were ... 

Both Huffman's basket
ball and basketball team 
fell in the regional finals 
the next sea~on. 

Along the way. Huff
man won three OV AC 
titles. including two 
(1985-1986) in basket
ball. 

In 1994. Skyvue and 
Woodsfield High Schools 
closed their respective 
doors and consolidated to 
form Monroe Central High 
School. Huffman was 
hired as the basketball 
coach and held the post 
until 2002. 

'"(A school consolida
tion) wasn ·t as tough of a 
situation for me as it 
maybe was for the kids,'' 
Huffman said. "Obvious
ly. both schools had kids 
back who were starters 
and then all of the sudden 
you've got a larger group 
of kids to pick from. 
There were good and bad 
points to it, but to be hon
est. the first day at Mon
roe felt like the first day 
at Skyvue. We worked 
hard and let things shake 
out.·· 

Huffman and his wife 
Susan have six children 
and seven grandchildren. 


