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OHSAA orders St. John to forfeit CC title 
• Ineligible athlete costs Irish 
OVAC title; Barnesville wins 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

The Ohio High School Athletic 
Association informed the St. John Central 
boys' cross country team late Thursday 
afternoon that it would have to forfeit its 
recent Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Class A/ AA championship due to an ineli­
gible athlete. 

Dr. Deborah Moore, an assistant com-
• 

missioner with the OHSAA, informed Invitational, which the Irish had captured. 
Irish Athletic Director Bob Voytecek of That title will also be forfeited. 

the penalty after she conducted an .--==--, According to OHSAA transfer 
investigation into the eligibility of rules, the athlete in question is 
an Irish runner who transferred to now ineligible for one calendar 
the school during the summer. year from the time he enrolled at 

"St. John Central used an ineli- ...,.-v"lllll.. St. John Central. The other run-
gible cross couritry transfer student ners on the squad are allowed to 
throughout the season," Moore maintain their medals and honors 
said via email. "This will require earned at the aforementioned 
forfeiture of all contests in which ~----~ meets. 
he participated." • "I will take the blame," said 

The athlete in question made his season Voytecek, who is in his first year as athlet­
debut on Oct. 2 at the Cambridge ic director at his alma mater. "This is in no 
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cheat anyone. Obviously, 
Ohe athlete's) name was out 
there. We disclosed it." 'As a team and 

a pro gram, we 
Just have to 
move forward 
from here.' 

The OV AC title would 
have been the Irish's eighth 
straight conference title and 
I 0th overall. 

"As a representative of 
St. John, I just want to say 
how sorry I am to the 
administration and to the St. 
John community, including 
the students, teachers and 
our kids' parents," Midei 
said. "We certainly didn't 
mean to circumvent the 
rules in any shape or form. 
This has been an embarass­
ing and humbling experi­
ence and a mistake we 
don't want to repeat." 

OV AC Executive 
Secretary Tom Rataiczak, 
who believes this sort of 
in~ident is unprecedented, 
will present the champi­
onship trophy to runner-up 
Barnesville at the upcoming 
athletic director's meeting. 

"This is obviously unfor­
tunate regardless of what 
school or kid it is," 
Rataiczak said. "I will con­
•act the schools and make 
irrangements to have the 
:rophies exchanged and 
;traightened out. This will 
1lso have an effect on the 
Jverall OV AC Cup points 
1s well." 

The Shamrocks, who like 
the Irish, learned the forfeit 
late Thursday afternoon. 
The Shamrocks ran 
extremely well at the con­
ference meet a couple of 
weeks ago. They finished 
third overall, trailing over­
all champion St. Clairsville 
and the Irish. 

"We had thought for a 
couple of years this could 
be our year," said 
Shamrocks' head coach 
Mark Brown. "We knew St. 
John had graduated many 
talented runners from last 
year and we had a Jot com­
ing back and we thought we 
could win." , 

However, two Saturdays 

-jeremy Midei 

ago, lhe Shamrocks came 
up five points short of the 
Irish. Now, they'll receive 
the conference pennant at 
the Banquet of Champions. 

"We don't feel guilty at 
all about winning it this 
way," Brown said. "If we 
had been I 0lh and not ran 
well then maybe, bul we 
beat all of the 4-A schools 
and that really makes me 
feel deserving." 

The Shamrocks' runner­
up plaque will now go to 
Caldwell, which had 
orginally finished third in 
the small-school division. 

"I want to congratulate 
Barnesville and Coach 
Brown," Midei said. 
"They're certainly deserv­
ing of the trophy because 
they ran a championship­
caliber race. As a team and 
a program, we just have to 
move forward from here 
and learn from our mis­
takes. It was an isolated 
incident, and I know it isn't 
something we'll repeat in 
our future." 

At the Cambridge 
In:,itational, Tusky Valley 
will assume the champi­
onship and 
Newcomerstown moves up 
to the runner-up spot. 

The postseason of cross 
country begins Saturday. 
All of the aforementioned 
schools will be competing 
against one another in the 
Eastern District meet at 
Cambridge. 

Staskey ca11 be reached m 
S\fa'ky@ti,neslm1,Jr,m,m11 

way the student-athlete or Coach (Jeremy) 
Midei's fault. It falls on my shoulders. I 
obviously wish it hadn't happened, but it's 
my mistake. I'm not making any excuses. I 
missed the eligibility rule and this is my 
fault." 

The OHSAA requires St. John to draft a 
letter of disqualification, which Voytecek 
will submit early next week. 

"As the coach of the team, the culpabili­
ty lies with me," a disappointed Midei 
said. "We thought we had covered all of 
our bases. We were by no means trying to 

See, SJC, Page B2 
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Cal Pokas OVAC Cross Country Championship 

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE junior Andy Thornburg heeds toward 
the finish line for the victory In the Cal Pekas OVAC Cross 
Country Championship Saturday morning at 
Meadowbrook High School. 

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 
ST. CLAIRSVllLE senior Jamie Perzanowski clicks her 
watch as she crosses the finish line with the victory In the 
Cal Pekas OVAC Cross Country Championship Saturday 
at Meadowbrook High School. 

St. C. sweeps 3-A 
• Red Devil boys win overall title; Thornburg, Perzanowski prevail 
By SETH STASKEY 
"Tlmes Leader Sports Edittlr 

points, whicf) was 54 fewer than runnerup 
and small-school division champion SL 
John Central. 

BYESVILLE - Sometimes it's tough "We've got a couple of consistent, 
havmg a ~get on your_ back. strong kids and some kids who flip-flop," 

St. Clairsville placed all seven of its 
varsity runners inside the meet's top 30 
overall. Taking its depth a step further, 
the Red Devils had all seven of their run­
ners inside the Class 3-A top I 0. 

SL Clrursv1lle came mto Saturday's Cal said Ciroli during the awards presentation. 
Pokas. OV AC Cross Country "We needed it all to come together for 
Champtonshtp here wtth a bullseye&us to be successful, and I think we've 

Leading the way once again was junior 
ace Andy Thornburg, who won the over­
all individual championship in a personal­
best time of 16: 13. planted firmly on its boys and -- meshed as a team. Regardless of 

girls' teams. people thinking we're the favorite "Andy said he felt good," Ciroli said. 
The Red Devils were seemingly or whatever, we've not done any-

unphas_ed and responded !TI thing until we perform and earn it. 
"As a coach, it's tough because you're 
happy with his time, but you're a little bit 
concerned because you'd really like to see 
him drop that kind of time going into the 
state competition." 

resoundmg fas~ton_ . It's never a given." 
The St. Clmrsv1lie boys and girls The Red Devils definitely seemed to 

cruised to yet anot!Jer conference banner have a chip on their shoulder despite the 
at Meadowbrook High School. consistent idea of being the favorite. Thornburg's victory kept the title in his 

household for another year. His brother 
Alex, who is now competing at Loyola of 

The Red De_vils' boys team of head "We knew we had to keep focused this 
coach Tony C1roll not only earned the week," Ciroli said. "I couldn't have asked 
Class 3-A pennant, but it also took home for a better time from all of those kids 
the overall banner, finishing with 57 together." 

ST.JOHN 
• Central's 

Ramon Nieves 
was the irish's 

top runner 
Saturday at 

the OVAC 
Cross Country 

Championship. 
He finished 
fifth overall 

and second In 
the small­

school divi­
sion. 

AddiUona/ 
Images may 
be found at 

cu.timesleader 
anline.com 

T-L Photo/SETH 
STASKEY 

See, ST. C., Page C2 

St. John boys, Shadyside 
girls capture team titles 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

crowns. The Lady Tigers ended 
the drought at Meadowbrook 
High School with a decisive 

BYESVILLE - Both St. victory in the small-school race. 
. ·• John Central and Shadyside ST. JOHN came into the 

have rich traditions in the sport meet thinking it could contend 
of cross country. with St. Clairsville for the over­

The two schools found them- all title. However when the 
selves in the whmer's cir- --~ dust settled, Mictei was left 
cle once agam here s-. ' wondering if his team had 
Saturday morning at the . • done enough to hold off 
annual Cal Pokas • . an Impressive effort from 
OV AC Cross Country ~~ Barnesville. 
Championship. ~ However once the 

For the Fighting Irish of scores had been tab~lated the 
Coach Jer~my Midei, the most Irish finished with 111 points, 
recent victory marks the which was five fewer than the 
school's 10th conference title Shamrocks. 
and now eighth in a row. "It was a bittersweet race for 

Shadyside, meanwhile, hasn't us " Midei said. "We knew 
made r?om in its g_ymnasium co~ing in that St. Clairsville 
for a distance runnmg banner and Barnesville had very good 
since 1999 when the Tigers' 
boys and girls swept the See, SMALL, Page C2 
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teams, so it was going to be 
an up-hill battle. I wish we had 
competed better than we did (for 
the overall title)," 

• Through the first three run­
ners on the respective teams, the 
Shamrocks held a lead over the 
Irish. However, St. John's 
fonrth and fifth runners made up. 
the deficit 

"Barnesville ran a great 
race ... probably the best race 
they've ran all season," Midei 
said. "I think both teams 
deserved to win. I am certalnl)I 
stoked we were able to pull 1t 
out. No offense to Barnesville, 
but we dido 't expect it to be as 
close as it was. That's just ates­
tament to how well they ran." 

The Irish were led by their 
veteran, Ramon Nieves and 
Matt Riftle. Both were members 
of the Irish state championship 
team in 2008. Nieves finished 
fifth overall in 16:36. Riffle, 
meanwhile, was sixth In 16:45. 

Junior Matt Thomas was the 
third Irish runner to cross the H Photo/SETH STASKEY T•L Photo/SETH $TASKEY 
!in!), He did so in 22nd place in BARNESVILLE'S Wesley Lewis fin- SHADYSIDE'S Tara Tollett heads 
a time of 17:39. Jshed second overall and helped the toward the finish line. She was the Sophomore Corey Leasure Shamrocks to a third-place overall top Lady Tigers' runner during the 
was 28th ove~l and fourth for_flnlsh and second place In their OVAC meet, which fueled Shadyside St. John, while senior Cory class to the Class 1-A/2-Ateam title. Foster rounded out the scorers • 
for St. John with a 52nd place --i-sh_e_d_l_O_th_o_v_e_ral~I i_n_l_7_:0_0 ______ f_u_ll_y_w_e_c_a_n_b_u_ild-on-it-",-----
finish overall. THE SHADYSIDE Lady Tigers Leading the charge for the Lady "We certainly dido 't have our best came into the wide-open small-school Tigers was sophomore Tara Tollett race," Midei said. "We wanted to go raceasoneoftheteamstowatch. who was 25th overall in 21:00. out and do what we do and we Coach Laura Gouldsberry's squad Junior Brooke Meintel was 29th weren't able to do that today. I wish I didn't disappoint, finishing with 214 overall and second for the Lady knew what it was. It wasn't just one points, which was fifth overall. Tigers. 
guy, so it's obviously something we "I really think our girls ran the best Shadyslde's scoring was rounded did cumulatively as a team that didn't they could today," Gouldsberry said. out by sophomore Hayley Holenka 
work." "We had some cramps during the (5l st),junior Jillian Laslo (63rd) aad The aforementioned Shamrocks race, but they pulled throug[! in the senior Karlie Amato (78th). 
turned in a brilliant performance. end and we're coming home with the Burnesville's Lina Partridge was Their dymnaic senior duo of Wesley title." 21st overall and third in the small-
Lewis and Brennan Delaney paved The title is the school's first under school division. St. John's junior 
the way. anyone other than Donna Joseph's Lindy Stauffer was 24th overall and Lewis was second overall and first watch. fourth in I -A/2-A. 
in the small-school division in 16:23, "The girls really wanted today," River, which finished second in the which is a personal best. Delaney, Gouldsberry said. "We're a fairly team race, was led by Laken Ramsay meanwhile, finished a second and young team, but I think we're more who was ninth in the small school place behind his teammate. known because we 're out there racing division. 

Sophomore Brandon Stephens and scoring points. This is big for us Staskey can be reached at turned In a sharp run as well. He fin- going into the postseason and hope- sstaskey@t/mes/eadero111ine.com 
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Chicago, claimed the 
individual title a year ago. 

"I was thinking about 
following my brother the 
entire race," Andy said. "It 
didn't really add any pres­
sure, but it did give me 
some more incentive to run 
and push harder. The condi­
tions and course were really 
good today, and I was just 
trying to run my race." 

A few places behind 
Thornburg was senior Nick 
Pokas, who finished in 
ninth place with a time of 
16:55. Pokas ran sub 17 
despite battling a bloody 
nose as he finished the race. 

Sophomore Drake 
Walker continued his 
strong campaign. He fin-' H Photo/SETH STASKEY 
ished in 14th place in a A PACK of runners, Including Buckeye Local's Leah 
time of 1 7: 11. Cole Figurski (left), Shadyslde's Brooke Melntel (center) 
Antolak and Joe Davies and St. Clalrsvllle's Melanie Hannan race in 
rounded out the scoring for Saturday's Cal Pokes OVAC CC Championship. 
the Red Devils, finishing Additional images may be found at 
16th and 17th, respectively cu.t/mes/eaderonllne.com 
in 17: 19 and 17:22. ---,----------,---,-----,---Brett Frakowski (29th) want to be good, we've got team had to count places a 
and Jacob Zink (30th) to run against the best com- little more this season, but a 
cracked the top Jo of 3-A. petition we can find." strong top three was plenty 

"We've got some races Bellaire's Ryan James enough to carry the Lady 
still to go this season," put together a solid show- Red Devils to their fourth 
Ciroli said referring to the ing. He was 25th overall straight Class 3-A title. 
Ohio postseason, which and eighth in Class 3-A St. C. finished with 106 
begins in two weeks. with a time of I 7:46. points, which was second 
"We've still got a Jot of THE ST. overall to 4-A champion 
work Io do, but I like how CLAIRSVILLE girls ran and OVAC newcomer 

nearest competitor. 
"The race went pretty 

much how I expected," 
Perzanowski said. "It's nice 
to keep the title after my 
sister (Kelly) won it last 
year. I've been able to keep 
my focus this season and 
it's paid off for me. I am 
excited, but nervous at the 
same time for the postsea­
son. I've got to keep every­
thing going." 

The Lady Red Devils 
received a strong run from 
sophomore Amy Castle 
who finished third overall 
in a time of 19:21. Junior 
Melanie Hannan, who's 
had a strong season, was 
17th overall in 20:22. 

Sophomore Juliana 
Madzia finished 32nd over­
ail and rounding out the 
scoring for SL C. was jun­
ior Brooke Bosworth in 
67th place. 

"Our girls really believe 
in themselves," Mooney 
said. "We came in knowing 
we stood a good chance, 
but we knew we bad to run 
well and then keep our fin­
gers crossed that we stay 
healthy and keep it going." 

Martins Ferry had a 
strong meet with a fairly 
young squad. The Lady 
n:,.1.,. .. .., -r:: ... :"i..,...l .. ,.. .... _,1 !-
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Chicago, claimed the 
individual title a year ago. 

"I was thinking about 
following my brother the 
entire race," A Ody said. "It 
didn't really add any pres­
sure, but 11 did give me 
some more incentive to run 
and push harder. The condi­
tions and course were really 
good today, and I was just 
trying to rµn my race." 

A few places behind 
Thornburg was senior Nick 
Pokas, who finished in 
ninth pince with a time of 
I 6:55. Pokns ran sub 17 
despite battling a bloody 
nose as he finished the race. 

Sophomore Drake 
Walker continued his 
strong campaign. He fin-' 
ished in 14th pince in a 
time of 17:11. Cole 
Antolak and Joe Davies 
rounded out the scoring for 
the Red Devils, finishing 
16th and I 7th, respectively 
in 17:19 and 17:22. 

Bretl Frakowski (29th) 
and Jacob Zink (30th) 
cracked the top 10 of 3-A. 

"We've got some races 
still to go this season," 
Ciroli said referring to tbe 
Ohio postseason, which 
begins in two weeks. 
"We've still got a lot of 
work to do, but I like how 
we're progressing. We've 
been to Lancaster, 
Boardman and Pickerington 
because we know if we 

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 
A PACK of runners, Including Buckeye Local's Leah 
Figurski (left), Shadyslde's Brooke Melntel (center) 
and St. Clalrsvllle's Melanie Hannan race In 
Saturday's Cal Pekas OVAC CC Championship. 
Additional images may be found at 
cu.times/eaderonl/ne.com 
want to be good, we've got 
to run against the best com­
petition we can find." 

Bellaire's Ryan James 
put together a solid show­
ing. He was 25th overall 
and eighth in Class 3-A 
with a time of 17:46. 

THE ST. 
CLAIRSVILLE girls ran 
roughshod through the 
OV AC and basically every 
field it entered a year ago. 

Coach Heidi Mooney's 

learn had to count places a 
little more this season, but a 
strong top three was plenty 
enough to carry the Lady 
Red Devils to their fourth 
straight Class 3-A title. 

St. C. finished with 106 
points, which was second 
overall to 4-A champion 
and OV AC newcomer 
University, which finished 
with 43 points. 

l T 

CHOICE 

"We've got great team 
chemistry and that makes a 
big difference," Mooney 
said, "Each of these girls 
wants the others to do well 
and they deserve what 
they've earned. The girls 
have a great mindset, their 
focused and ultimately root 
for each other." 

Much like the St. C. 
boys, the Lady Red Devlls 
were led by the individual 
champion. Like the boys 
further, the title stayed in 
the same household. 

' ' 

Senior Jamie 
Perzanowski remained 
undefeated this season, run­
ning away from the 196 
other female competitors 
for the individunl'titie In a 
time of 18:08. Her mark 
was I: 13 faster than her 

nearest competilor. 
"The race went pretty 

much how I expected," 
Perzanowski said. "It's nice 
to keep the title after my 
sister (Kelly) won it last 
year. I've been able to keep 
my focus this season and 
it's paid off for me. I am 
excited, but nervous at the 
same time for the postsen­
son. I've got to keep every­
thing going." 

The Lady Red Devils 
received a strong run from 
sophomore Amy Castle 
who finished third overall 
in a time of I 9:21. Junior 
Melanie Hannan, who's 
had a strong season, was 
I 7th overall in 20:22. 

Sophomore Juliana 
Madzrn finished 32nd over­
all and rounding out the 
scoring for St. C. was jun­
ior Brooke Bosworth in 
67th place. 

"Our girls really believe 
in themselves," Mooney 
said. "We came in knowing 
we stood a good chance, 
but we knew we had to run 
well and then keep our fin­
gers crossed that we stay 
healthy and keep it going." 

Martins Ferry had a 
strong meet with a fairly 
young squad. The Lady 
Riders finished second in 
3-A and fourth overall with 
I 87 points. 

Coach Chrissy Lewis' 
team had two runners earn 
all-OVAC. Sophomore 
Sunshine Wrenn continued 
her fine season with a 
eighth place run. 

She toured the course in 
20:00. Senior Kylie 
Stewart who was 
crowned Homecoming 
Queen Friday evening -
finished 19th in 20:24. 

Harrison Central finished 
third in 3-A and sixth over­
all with 221 points. The 
Lady Huskies had a palr of 
runners earn all-conference. 
Junior Lauren Yoho was 
ninth in 20:02, whlle soph­
omore Mindy Snyder fin­
ished 16th in 20:20. 

Staskey can be reached at 
~11eiilniemiilr.cm1 

OV!',C CC J 
OVAC CROSS COU/ITRY CHAIIPIONSHIP 

(Al Motdowbrook ~ School) 
BOVS 

TEAii SCORES: SI. Clamill<, 57;_5c John: 
111', ~ 116; p~ Soum, 117, 
Wheeling Perk, 139; UnMlrsity, 202; Galdwell, 
255: """1>Jia. 316; HMtsoo Central. 332: John 
Marsha( 349; Cam&rori, 370; Ee.st ~' 
374; BeBaire, 395; Martlfls Ferry, 415; Linslv, 
rn1; Union Local, 420; Buckeye Local, 423; 
Indian Creek, 452; Meadowbrook, 462; 
Cambtfdga, 463; Oak Gian, 495: Za~svllle, 
540: Rrier, 566; Shadyside, 591; Weir, 645; 
Blsoop Dooa/-.,,, 679. 

o,,,1111Top2S 
1. Am/ Tho!obtJ~ (Sl C.), 1613; 2. Wesley 
Lewis (Barnes), 16:23: 3. Brennan Delan~ 

\
Barnes), 16:24; 4. Jordan Brown-Slobbe (U, 
6:25; 5. Ramon N""' is.JC). 16'l6; 6 M 

Riffle (SJC), 16:45; 7. Afec Hinerman (Mag), 
16:52; 6. 0111 Feeney \Magi, 16:53, 9. Nick 
Pokll! (St. C.), 16:55: o. Brandon ::;t&Phens 

\
Barnas), 17:00; 11. Brandon SaillrJQ (Cald), 
7:05; 12. Dustin Carpenter (PS). 17:05; 1:t 

Da1as llvv -) 17:10; 14. Drake Waller 

\
St. C.), f7:11; 15. Austin Ctiamt:a~ jGaml. 
7:12; 16. Cole An1o1ak (Sl C.), 17.19, 7. Joo 

Oavles (Sl C. ), 1722; 1& Cooy PallOllDl (WP), 
17:23; 19. Garret Llnch (PS) 17:27; 20. 
Nat~anal Boyer (EL. 17:33; 21. Braridon 
Pob""'11\1>'1, 17'17; 22. Matt Themas IS.JC), 
17:39; 23. Ronnie Bruker {PS), 17:39; 2( 
Jonathan Niswonger (CaJd), 17:39; 25. Ryan 
Jane {Ball, 17:46 

Clau4-A 
TEAM SCORES: Parkersbur9 South, 117; 
Wheeling Park~ 139; Uritvars1!y, 202; Johri 
Marshall, 349; t.as1 Uva~I, 37-4; Burleya 
Local, -423; Indian Creak, 452; ~ 
462·, ~. '63;Zaoo!vikl, 540. 

lndMdull Top 1 D 
1. Stobbe (U), 1615; > Ca,pem,r (PS), 17"5; 
3. Guy {Meadow), 17:10; 4. Pa!lerson (WP

1

, 
1723; \k,!,;~jP,, 17.·27'. 6. Boyer \El, 17:33; 7, ), 17:37; a. BNker PS, 
17:39: 9. Long (W ), 17.47; 10. Nowak (U. 
17:48. 

ClwJ.A 
TEAii SCCRES: St. Claarswle. 57; Magoolla. 
316; Harrison Central, 332; Bellaire, 395; 
Martlri.s Farry, 415; UnOO Loc.al. 420; Dak G!Em, 
495; W01, 545lnd1Yldua1Top 10 
1. ThoirlJu!y (~. C), 16:13; >_,,,,[Mo,), 
16:52; 3. Feooay (MaQ), 18:53; 4. Pokas {St 
C ), 1655; 5. Wabr (Sl C ). 17:11; 6. Mlolak 
(SI. C !,_1!'19; 7. o,sa, (SI. C.). 17:22; 6. 
Jane 1-1. 1N6; 9. frakow,kl (Sl C.), 17:49; 
10. Zink (St. C.), 17:St 

• Clau1•All-A 
TEAM SCORES: SI. Johll, 111: Barnes.lie, 
116; Caldw0t 255; Cameroo, 370; Lnsly, 419; 
Rwer, 566; Shedys'1e. 561; Bls11op Oonehue, 

6J9_ lndlvlduall op 1 D 
1. lewis (8-), 16Zl; 2. Delaney {B,rne,1, 
16:24; 3. Nievas (S,IC), 16~; 4. R~ (SJC , 
16:45; 5. Stephens (Barnas), 17:00, 6. Sa~rig 
(Cald), 17:05; 7. Chambers (Cam), 17:12· 8. 
ihomas (SJC), 17:39; 9. Niswonger (Caki), 
17'.45: 10.1.Basura (~iil7:48. 

Overell 
TEAM SCCRES: Univ,raity, 43i Sl Clel!sYlle, 
106; Wooellog P&k, 132: Mamos Farry, 167; 
Shadvslde. 214; Harrison Cantral, 22f; John 
MarsfiaU, 2-42; Parkeraburg South, 249; Oak 
Gian, 272; Cambridge, 284; River, 289; Union 
Local, 304; Wair, 306; Fort F1ya, 324; 
Me-brooc 336; BemeSYIOe, 357; Bockeye 
local. 372; Wheelt/lg Central, 395; SI. John, 
40 I ; 6shop llooahue, 489. 

llme1Top25 
1. Jamie Perzanows.\l (St C.), 1Bil8: 2 MW 
Paladino /U), 19:21; 3. Amy Casi~ (St. C,), 
1901; ,. EmJly Lynch (U), 19:,5; 5. Kalalyn 
lll<eklr IUI, 19 49: 6. Serrll Ka:rlman (Zanes), 
19:49: 7. Elana Romanek (WP), 19:51; S. 
&lnshlne Wrenn (MF), 20:00: 9. Lauren Yoho 
(HG), 20:02; 10. April Kiri: (PS), 20:02; 11. 
Jama Furr [Cald), 20"3; 1< &,ah B"1J iFF), 
20:09; 13. Deborah Martlrielli (U), 20:11; 14. 
Alexis Vi11Ua (Wair), 20:11; 15. Kristan 
Mastrantonl {Welrj, 20:12; 16. Mindy Snyder 
(HG), 2020; 17 Me1aie Heru1en (Sl C.).2022; 
18. Lauren Tarovisky (WP), 20:23; 19~K • 
- (UFl, 2014; 20. Madison Mom, 'Pl, 20:30; 21. Lloa PBrtritkie (Barnes), 20: ; 21. 
Abbie Orr (Cambi. 2046: Zl. Alex Phares IUI, 
20:54; 24. Uridy Slauflar (SJC), 20:56; 25. Tara 
Tolet1 (Sheely), 21 m 

Claa+A 
TEAM SCO!lES: L\weraily, 43; Wtoefiog P.., 
132; Jotin Marshatl., 242; Parkerabury South, 
2-49; Cambridge, 284: Meadowbrook, 338; 
Bockeye l.ocel, 372. 

lndfvklU8I Top 10 
1. Peleiioo (U). 1911; > LYr<h t1945.; 3. Wheeler M, 19:48; 4. Kauf~an , 19:49; s. 
Romanek (WP), 19S1; 6. Kn (PS . 20~2; 7: 
Uar111e!B (U). 2tt11; 6. Tarovlslty Pl, 20Zl, 
9. Moms (WP), 20:30; Orr {Camb), 20:46. 

Clau~A 
TEAM SCORES: SL Clalrsville, 106·, Martins 
FerfY, 187; Hairlson CarUra!, 221; Oak Glen, 
272; l.fnlo!1 Local, 30-4; WElr, 308. 

lndMdual Top 10 
1. P- (SI. C.I, 161!6; > Castll! (Sl C.1, 
19:31; 3. Wrenn 0.1f), 20:00; 4. Yoho (HC, 
20:q2; 5. Virtue (We~). 20:11: 6. Mas1renlonl 

12; 7. Snyde! (HG), 2020; 6. Ham, 
20;22·, 9. s1ewa,I (MF). 20:24; 10. 
(OG).21:14. 

Clau1·A/l-A 
TEAM SCORES: Shad~kla, 214: River, 269; 
Fort Fl)'B, 324; Barnasvllle1,,~~~ Wt.a£llng 
Central. 395: SI. John, 401; ClSl1IJP Oonahua, 
489. 

lndMdual Top 10 
1. Fl/TT (Cald), 201l3; 2 Biehl (FF), 20:09: 3. 
Partridge (Barnas/, 20:45; -4. Steutter (SJC), 
20:5_6: 5. lo!/811 Shad~)_, 21 :00; 8. Main!al 

IShaJy). 2106; 7. John (WC), 21:13; 6. Smith 
Cam), 2121: 10. Ramsey (Ah), 2139. . 

CROSS COUNTRY 
OVAC CHAMPkJNSHPS 

/At Mudowbnxlll High &hooll 
B0\'8 

TEAM SCORES: 6!. Ch1lravlll11, 67; St. 
John, 111; Bem11..v/1111, 116; P11rter11burg 
South, 117; Whn!lng P11rt. 139; Unlveralty, 
202; Caldwell, 2Mi; M11gno!111, 316; H11rriaon 
Cantral. 332; John M11rihilll, 349; C11meron, 
370; Eellt Uverpool, 374; 811ll11lre, 395; M11r­
tlna Ferry, 416; Lln11Jy. 419; Union Loc11I, 
420; Bucbya Local, 423; Indian Cmk, 452; 
M1111dowbrook, 482; Cambridge, 463; Oak 
Gl11n, 491!; Zeneavllla, 640; River, 666; 
ShedyI!d11, 681; W■ lr. 64!!; B!ahop Don­
ahoo, 1179. 

OffrdTop25 
1. Andy Thornburg (SI. C.), 18:13; 2. 

Wffley Lewi• tBemHf, 16:23; 3, 8rllf1Mn 
Del11ney f811mes). 16:24; 4. Jorden Brown• 

~~Jr e~u~l!~nTile r:t"ctn ,~\~11
1 !8i1~ 

rJ~"t"'\~~J~e~%c: 6
~g;~11

8
ist

1
g.r.

41
1~? 

10. Srendon S111phen11 {Barnes), 17:00; 11. 
Br■ndon S11!1lng {CaldL 17:0l!b· 12. Du11tln 
C ■ rp11nt11r (PSI, 17:0!l; 13. 1111111 Guy 
!Maadow), 17:10; 14. OmUI W11lk11r (St. C.!, 
17:11; HS.. AuItln Ch•mbef• (Cami, 17:12; 

i~-.. ~~1is:0tl~11r1g,J; fa~· c1:~9
~0

1J~~g~ 
(WP/, 17:23; 19. Garret Lynch !PSI, 17:27; 
20. N11lhllnel Boyer (ELI, 17:33; 21. B,-odon 
Robinson tWP), 17:37: 22. M11tt Thom1111 
fSJC), 17;39; 23. Ronnie Bllrkar (PSI, 17:39; 
24. Jon11thlln N!awonfgr (Ci!!d!, 17:39; 25. 
Ryan J11m11.1 {811!1~ i.t. 

TEAM SCORES: P11rkarIburg South, 
117; Wha11Un9 Perle, 139; Unlv■ ralty, 202; 
John M11r11h11II) 349; East Llv11rpool, 374; 
Buckeye Loc11 , 423; lndl11n Creek, 452: 
M1111dowbrook, 462; C11mbrldge, 463: 
ZelllllVfll ■, 54~.dfvldu.ll T tD 

1, Stobbe (U), 16:25:? Carp■ ntllr {PS), 
17:06; 3. Guy IMe1dowl. 17:10; 4. Pattarson 
{WP), 17:23; 8. Lvnch !PSI, 17:27; 6. Boyer 
!Elf, 17:33; 7. Robln11on IWPL 17:37; e. 
811J"er (PS), 17:39; 9. loog (WP), 17:47; 10. 
Ncrwak jU). 17:48, 

Clau3-A 
TEAM SCORES: St Cl11l~vllle, 67; M&gs 

nolfa, 316; H11rrlaan Centr11I, 332; Ball•lr ■, 
3~; Martina Ferry, C11!; Union Loe11I, 420; 
Ollk Glen, 4~~~ 

10 
1. Thornburf !St. Cl, ~:13; 2. Hln11rm11t1 

~~k:!• {;~'.
6
{), ·,~~!!

11
!!~

0l. W:1i~r 
1tit3i:t 

17:11; 6. Antol11k (St. C.l, 11:10: 7. D11vla11 
(SI. CJ, 17:22; a. J11m ■ 11 (81111), 17:411; 9. 
Frekowald (St. CJ, 17:49; 10. Zink (St. CJ, 
17:51. 

Clan 1·A/2·A 
TEAM SCORES: St. John, 111; 811r· 

narvlllll, 118; Cllklwt1U, 26!1; Cameron, 370; 
Llnaly, 419: RIYer, fi6!1; Sh11dy1ld11, 581; 
813hop Dona~~~ T 

10 
1. L11wl1 (811rn1111), ff2J; 2. 011l11n11v 

(Barne~), 16:24; 3. NJ1v■I (SJCI, 16:38; I. 

~~~~; (iJ~~l~;:(&1~), ~\~~;
11
;,• ~~:~n~~ 

1c11m), 17:12; a. Thoma■ {$JC!, 17:39; a. 
Niswonger (Ci!ld!, 17:46; 10. L.miIure (SJC), 
17:48. 

• •• ..... 
°'"'"' TEAM SCORES: Unlveralty, 43; St. 

C1alm<!ll11, 106; Wh&11Ung Perk. 132; M11rtlnI 
Ferry. 187; Shadvlllde, 214; Harrl1on C■n· 
tral, 221; John Marshall, 242; Parhr1bmg 
South, 249: Oak Glen, 172; Cambfld!l11, 28C; 
Rl-..er, 289; Union Local, 304; Weir, 306; Fort 
Fry11, 324; MNdowbrnok, 33a; 811m■ 1vl!111, 
367; Buckey■ loe11I, 372; Wheelltlg C■ ntral, 
395; SL John, -101; Bl1h0fl DONhue, 469. 

0v■oi•Top2! 
,. J11ml11 P11rz11nowakl (St. C.). 18:08; 2, 

fs~l), ~i~tnf. ~~i1~
0
~~~;l(drr9:c4a:i; 

Katlllyn Wh11t1ler IU), 19:48; II. S11r11h K11uf­
man !Zene1). 19:49; 7, El11n11 Rom11nek 
!WP}, 19:51; e. Sunahlne Wrenn (MF), 20:00; 
9. l•uren Yoho (HC!. 20:02; 10. April Klrk 
(PS), 20:02: 11. Jenna Furr IC11ld), 20:03; 12. 
S11r11h B!■ hl (FF), 20:09; 13. Deborah M11r· 
tln ■ III fU), 20:11; U. Al11~l• Virtue !W■ lr), 
20:11; 15. KrtItan Maatrantonl {Weir), 20:12: 

~-n~~~l~~~~~~8~~;11~\=~k~ 
!WP), l{t.23; 19. Kylie Stewert (MF), 20:2•; 
20. Mt1d!1on Morrie !WP), 20:30; 21. Lina 
Partridge (811me1). 20:46; 22. Abbie Orr 
(Can'lb), 20:C6; 23. Al■- Ph11rn (U!, 20:51; 
2c. Lindy St11uff11r tSJC), 20:56; 25. Tera Toi• 
letl /Shzidyf, 21:00Clut, 4-A 

TEAM SCORES: Unlv11r1lty, 43; Whoo!· 
Ing P11rk, 132; John Merahsll, 242; P11rk11rB· 
burg South, 249; Cllmbrldge, 28C; M■.adow­
brook. 338; Buckeye LOC!I, 372. 

lndMdu.i Top 10 
1. P11ladlno !U). 19:21; 2. Lvnch IUl. 

19:15; 3. WhNl■r (UI, 19:CB; -1. K11ufm11n (Z), 
19'49; I!. Rom11nak (WP), 19:51; 8. Klrlc (PS), 
20:02; 7. Martln11!11 IU), 20:11; 8. T11rovllky 
(WP1b20:23; 9. Morrie (WP!, 20:30; Orr 
(CllTl ), 20:48. 

ctlft3•A 
TEAM SCORES: St. Cla!revlll11, 106; 

Martini Farry, 187; H11rrlaon C11ntr11I, 221; 
Ollk Gian, 272; Union Local, 304; Witlr, 306. 

1. Porten~~ l~r.1::00; 2. Cas-tla 
(SL C.f, 18:31; J, Wrenn (MF), 20:00; 4, Yoho 
{HC). 20:02; 6. Vlrtu11 (Welr!, 20:11; 6. Ma:a· 
tr11ntonl (W■ lr!, 20:12; 7, Snvd11r lHC), 20:20; 
a. Hennen tSL C.l, 20:22; 9. Stewart (MF), 
20:24; 10. Ch11mbfira t0Gf, 21:U, 

Cfm1·A/2·A 
TEAM SCORES: Sh11ctya!de, 2U; Rlvllf, 

289; Fort Ftye, 324; 811m1111V1!1t!, 357; Wheitt­
lng Centr11I, 395; SL John, 401: Bishop Don• 
11hu11, 489. 

lnlivkllllll Top 10 
1. Furr !Cald), 20:03; 2. Bl1hl !FF}, 20;09; 

3. Partridge (811rn11I), 20:C6; 4. Stauffer 
(SJC), 20:M; !!. Tollett !Sh1dyL 21:00; 6. 
M■lnt11I (Shatly), 21:08; 7, John {WCI, 21:13; 
8. Smith (Cami. 21:31; 10. R11m1111v (RI,.,), 
21·39. 
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BARNESVILLE'S 
duo of Brennan 
Delaney (left) and 
Wesley Lewis are 
two of the area 
runners to watch in 
Saturday's Cal 
Pokas OVAC Cross 
Country 
Championship. The 
meet will unfold at 
10 a.m. at 
Meadowbrook High 
School In Byesville. 

T-L File Photos/SETH 
STASKEY 

Cal Pokas OVAC Cross Country Championship 
Run·ners to your mark 
• Conference champions to be crowned at Meadowbrook Saturday 

By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Editor 

The Meadowbrook High School 
course is mowed and lined. 

It's the second weekend in October, 
which can mean only one thing. 

The annual Cul Pokas OV AC Cross 
Country Championship will be held 
Saturday morning in Byesville. 

Action gets under way at IO a.rn. 
with the boys' varsity race. The girls' 
varsity race is scheduled to go off at 
I 0:45 a.m. Junior High racers will tuke 
to the course afterward. 

No fewer than 30 schools will con­
verge on Guernsey County to race for 
the conference title. 

The top IO finishers in each class 
will receive an award, while the top 20 
overall finisher,; - regardless of class 
- will be deemed all-OV AC. 

Here's a look at the individual class­
es: 

IN I -NZ-A, St. John Central is once 
again the favorite in the boys race. The 
Irish are somewhat of an unknown to 
many locals since their schedule takes 
them away from the immediate area 
severul times during the season. 

The Irish have won seven consecu­
tive OVAC titles and have won six 
overall titles in that time frame for 
head coach Jeremy Mid.el. 

Midei firmly believes that his club, 

which lacks the star power of Irish 
teams in the past, can make a challenge 
for the overall crown along with the 
divisional acclaim. 

"We're pretty excited with how well 
this young team has progressed," Midei 
said. "I think St. Clairsville is the clear 
favorite. It would take a pretty big 
effort to knock them off." 

The Irish are led by Ramon Nieves 
and Matt Riffle. Both will be needed to 
be right in the thick of the lead pack. . 

"The key for us is to do our thing," 
Mldei said. "If you start running some­
one e]se's race now, you're going to 
get in trouble quickly. We certainly 
want to win, but at the end of the day, 
we want to have a race the guys can be 
proud of." 

Barnesville is another team to keep 
an eye on in the Class 1-A/2-A boys 
race. The Shamrocks have been solid 
this season with a pair of talented run­
ners at the forefront. Seniors Brennan 
Delaney and Wesley Lewis are a strong 
one-two punch. 

On the girls' side of the small-school 
classification, Wheeling Central is the 
two-time defending champion. The 
Lady Maroon Knights expect a serious 
challenge from a youthful Shadyside 
squad. ST. CLAIRSVILLE senior Jamie The Lady Tigers have been running Perzanowski Is one of the favorites In the 

See, CC, Page 82 OVAC girls' competition Saturday. 



Continued from Page 81 

wen this season with soph- of Coach Tony Ciroli have year with a dominating per- we can pince well." 
omore Tara Tollett and jun- won seven titles all told, formance. Harrison Central's girls 
ior Brooke Melntel leading including the last five. The Four of those runners could also make some 
the way. Red Devils appear to have from that squad are back noise. The Lady Huskies 

"Our girls have been a the pieces to make it six in this year and playing vital are led by Mindy Snyder, 
little unpredictable lately a row Saturday. roles. Leading the way is who was second in the 
due to many distractions," "We've been running senior standout Kelly Buckeye 8. Lauren Yoho 
said Shadyside head coach well the last couple of Perzanowski, who's unde- and Jessica Custer are solid 
Laura Gouldsberry. races," Ciroll said. "We feated this year. She's pre- second and third runners. 
"However, our training has have been solid in some vailed against stiff competi- IN 4-A, the road to the 
looked fantastic these past aspects and shaky in others. lion at Boardman and . title has ran through 
few weeks and I am hoping We just need to come Pickerington to name a few. Wheeling Park the inst sev­
we can be rewarded for our togetlier Ibis weekend and Sophomore Amy Castle, era] years. Conch Michael 
hard work and dedication have a solid performance." junior Melanie Hannan and Jebbin's girls have claimed 
on Saturday." Leading the way for the sophomore Juliana Mndzia nine titles in school history 

Along with the afore- Red Devils is junior Andy are also playing key roles in and the Inst two. 
mentioned racers, Jillian Thornburg, who figures to the Lady Red Devils' top The Patriot boys, mean­
Laslo, Hayley Holenka and challenge for the individual five. Shae Cenkus serves as while, own 12 conference 
Karlie Amato are also title. Thornbmg prevailed the fifth runner. titles, which is second nil­
being counted on heavily against a Division 1-domi- "We've had some solid time to only Shndyside's 
this weekend. nated field last week at practices of late and I nm 12. Included in the Pats' 

"A strong performance Pickerington. feeling good about the out- total is four in a row. 
by our top five is essential," Senior Nick Pok as, come," said St. C. girls' Both the Park boys and 
Gouldsberry said. "They're who's the grandson of Cai, head coach Heidi Mooney. girls figure to be right in 
all healthy and ready to for whom this race is "We've had some good the mix once again this 
attack the course." named, is a solid number performances of late as a weekend, but Jebbin thinks 

Ail told, Shadyside owns two runner. After that team and I am expecting ail the conference's addition of 
three OV AC pennants. Its point, It's wide open for St. of our girls to step it up this University will add some 
last title came m 1999. C with the likes of Cole week." intrigue this weekend. 

IN CLASS 3-A, St. Antolak, Drake Walker, Joe The Martins Ferry girls "I think it may come 
Clairsville has proven to be Davies, Jacob Zink and could issue a challenge to down to us and University," 
the division kingpin the last Brett Frakowski. St. C. 's reign. The Lady Jebbia said. "Our boys have 
several years and the Red The Lady Red Devils Riders have had a strong beaten them once and 
Devlls' boys and girls own three conference titles season under head coach they've beaten us twice, so 
appear to once again be the in history and they've all Chrissy Lewis. we're going to have race 
favorites. been the last three years. St. The Lady Riders are a very well to win." 

The St. Clairsville boys C. wqn the overnll title Inst youthful squad. Sunshine The Patriots are Jed by 
"'"'"~~~.,.,,-r~--r.!2 Wrenn, ,Kylie Stewart, junior Brandon Robinson. 

Lindsay Cunningham, After that, the Patriots are 
Brenna Becca and Holly basically a logjam. Their 
Ackerman make up the top second through seventh 
five. runners vary from race to 

"We're very excited race since they're usually 
about the OV AC this year packed together. 
to see where we stand On the girls' side, Jebbia 
against some great teams," thinks University is the 
Lewis said. "We've had favorite. 
some strong and weak per- "University is ranked 
formances this year, but we number two in West 
know that if we can pull it Virginia," Jebbia pointed 
all together for this meet, out. "We're ranked eighth. 

lr~dgeport vs. River 
Our girls have had a 
tremendous season and 
have worked very hard." 

The Lady Patriots are Jed 
by sophomore Elena 
Romanek, juniors Lauren 
Tnrovisky and Madison 
Morris. 

Buckeye Local's girls, 
who own three conference 
titles, are Jed by Leah 
Flgurski. 

Staskey can be reached at 
~1l'Jleaim,O,,em11 
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Cal Pokas OVAC Cross Country Championships 

Tigers, 
Irish 
Prevail 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 
BYESVILLE - Both 

St. John Central and 
Shadyside have rich tradi­
tions in the sport of cross 
country. 

The two schools found 
themselves in the winner's 
circle once again Saturday 
morning at the annual Cal 
Pokns OV AC Cross Coun­
try Championships. 

For the Fighting Irish of 
Coach Jeremy Midei, the 
most recent victory marks 
the school's 10th confer­
ence title and eighth in a 
row. 

Shadyside, meanwhile, 
hasn 'I made room in its 
gymnasium for a distance 
running banner since 1999 
when the Tigers boys and 
girls swept the crowns. The 
Tigers girls ·ended the 
drought at Meadowbrook 
High School with a deci­
sive victory in the small­
school race. 

St. John came into the 
meet thinking it could con­
tend with SL Clairsville for 
the overall title. However, 
when the dust settled, 
Midei was left wondering 
If his team had done 
enough to hold off an 
Impressive effort from Bar­
nesvllle. 

However, once the 
scores had been tabulated, 
the Irish finished with 111 
points, which was five 
fewer than the Shamrocks. 

"It was a bittersweet 
race for us," Midei said. 
"We knew coming in that 
St. Clairsville and Bar-

CLASS 2-A, 1-A 
nesville had very good 
teams, so it was going to 
be an uphill battle. I wish 
we had competed better 
than we did (for the overall 
title)." 

Through the first three 
runners on the respective 
teams, the Shamrocks held 
a lead over the Irish. How­
ever, SL John's fourth and 
fifth runners made up the 
deficiL 

The Irish were led by 
their veteran, Ramon 
Nieves and Matt Riffle. 
Both were members of the 
Irish state championship 
team in 2008. Nieves fin­
ished fifth overall in 
16:36. Riffle, meanwhile, 
was sixth in 16:45. 

The aforementioned 
Shamrocks turned in a bril­
liant performance. Their 
dynamic senior duo of 
Wesley Lewis and Brennan 
Delaney paved the way. 

Cameron's Austin 
Chambers was seventh in 
the small-school race. He 
ran 3.1 miles in 17: 12. 

Coach Laura Gouldsber­
ry's Shadyside squad did­
n't disappoint, finishing 
with 214 points, which 
was fifth overall. 

"I really think our girls 
ran the best they could," 
Gouldsberry said. "We had 
some cramps during the 
race, but they pulled 
through in the end and 
we're coming home with 
the title." 

Leading the charge for 
the Tigers was sophomore 
Tara Tollett who was 25th 
overall in 21 :00. 

Barnesville's Lina Par-
• tridge was 21st overall and 
third in the small-school 
division. 

Wheeling Central' s 
Jesse John led the Knights. 
She was seventh in small­
school. Cameron's· Sarah 
Smith was eighth. 

Red Devils Capture 
Boys', Girls' Titles 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 
BYESVILLE - Some-

times it's tough having a tar­
get on your back. 

St. Clairsville came into 
Saturday's Cal Pokas 
OV AE Cross Country 
Championships with a bulls­
eye planted firmly on its 
boys and girls' teams. 

The Red Devils were 
seemingly unphased and 
responded in resounding 
fashion 

Both teams cruised to yet 
another conference banner at 
Meadowbrook High School. 

The Red Devils' boys of 
coach Tony Ciroli not only 
earned the Class 3-A pen­
nant, but it also took home 
the overall banner, finishing 
with 57 points, which was 
54 fewer than runnerup and 
small-school division cham­
pion SL John Central. 

"We've got a couple of 
consistent, strong kids and 
some kids who flip-flop," 
Ciroli said. "We needed it 
all to come together for us to 
be successful, and I think 
we've meshed as a team. 
Regardless of people think­
ing we're the favorite or 
whatever, we've not done 
anything until we perform 
and earn it. It's never a 
given." 

St. Clairsville placed all 
seven of its varsity runners 
inside the meet's Top 30 
overall. Taking its depth a 
step further; the Red Devils 
had all seven of their run­
ners inside the Class 3-A 
Top 10. 

Leading the way once 
again was junior ace Andy 
Thornburg, who won the 

CLASS 3-A ■ Results 
overall individual champi- _ Page B6 
onship in a personal-best 
time of 16:13. 

Thornburfs victory kept field it entered a season ago. 
the title in hts household for Coach"Heidi Mooney's 
another year. His brother team had to count places a 
Alex, who is now competing little more this season, but a 
at Loyola of Chicago, strong top three was plenty 
claimed the individual title a enough to carry the Red 
season ago. Devils to their fourth 

A few places behind straight Class 3-A title. 
Thornburg was senior Nick SL C. finished with I 06 
Pokas, who finished in ninth points, which was second 
place with a time of 16:55. overall to 4-A champion and 
Pokas ran. sub I 7 despite OV AC newcomer Universi­
battling a bloody nose as he ty, which finished with.43 

. finished the race. points. 
Sophomore Drake Walker "We've got great team 

continued his strong cam- chemistry and that makes a 
paign. He finished in 14th bii; difference," Mooney 
place in a time of 17: 11. satd. "Each of these girls 
Cole Antolak and Joe wants the others to do well 
Davies rounded out the scor- and they deserve what 
ing for the Red Devils, fin- they've earned. The girls 
ishing 16th and I 7th, have a great mindset, their 
respectively in 17: 19 and focused and ultimately root 
17:22. for each other." 

Brett Frakowski (29th) Senior Jamie Perznnows-
and Jacob Zink (30th) ki remained undefeated this 
cracked the top IO of 3-A. season, running nway from 

Magnolia finished second the 196 other female com­
in the 3-A boys' race with petitors for the individual 
316 points. The Blue Eagles title in a time of 18:08. Her 
were led by a pair of all-· mark was I: 13 faster than 
OVAC performers in Alec hernearest competitor. 
Hinerman and Bill Feeney. Martins Ferry had a 
The pair basically crossed strong meet with a fairly 
the hoe together in seventh young squad. The Riders 
and eighth place with times finished second in 3-A and 
of16:52and 16:53. fourth overall with 187 

Bellaire's Ryan James put points. 
together a solid showin~. He Weir's duo of Alexis 
was 25th overall and eighth Virtue and Kristen Mastran­
in Class 3-A with a time of toni finished back-to-back at 
17:46. . 13th and 14th place, respec-

St. Claiisville's girls ran lively. Virtue ran a 20: 11 
roughshod through the and Mastrantoni was a sec­
OV AC and bn.sically every ond back. 

University Girls, South Boys Win Crowns 
By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 
BYESVILLE - Could 

the balance of the Ohio Val­
ley Athletic Conference big 
schools be shifting? 

Parkersburg South made 
a grand entrance last season 
and now University's 
Hawks made a statement 
performance Saturday in the 
annual running of the Cal 
Pokas OV AC Cross Coun­
try Championships: 

The Hawks ran 
roughshod through the field 
en route to both the overall 
and Class 4-A girls' titles. 

They finished with 43 
points with all seven of their 
runners inside the Top 30 of 
themeeL 

"This is the conference 
we're going to be in and we 
had the opportunity to come 
and com~ete, so I jumped 
right at it,' University coach 
and John Marshall graduate 
Dan Demchak said. "The 
West Virginia teams are in 
otir region, .so we know 
them and I thought we com­
peted well. We've got some 
big ones left ahead of us, 
but we're pleased with how 
we did and we're hoping 

CLASS 4-A 
this starts our momentum." 

The aforementioned 
Patriots of South claimed 
anoth~r OV AC banner. 
South claimed the boys' title 
with 117 points, 22 fewer 
than four-time defending 
champion Wheeling Park. 

University's girls had 
three of the first five runners 
overall. Leading the way 
was freshman Amelia Pal­
adino who finished second 
with 19:21. Frosh Emily 
Lynch was fourth in 19:45 

and junior Katelyn Wheeler 
was fifth in 19:48. 

Rounding out Universi­
ty's top five were junior 
Deborah Martinelli ( I 3th) 
and junior Alexis Phares 
(23rd). 

Wheeling Park's girls, 
who had won the last two 
conference titles, settled for 
the runner-up plaque with 
132 points. 

Leading Michael Jebbia's 
unit was sophomore Elena 
Romanek who ran a 19:51. 
Juniors Lauren Tarovisky 
and Madison Morris fin­
ished 18th and 20th overall 

Electric, Gas, Pellet, 

in 20:23 and 20:30, respec­
tively. 

South's boys flew under 
the radar somewhat until the 
scores were added. The 
Wood County Patriots were 
led by senior Dustin Car­
penter who was 12th. Junior 
Garrett Lynch was I 9th. 
Junior Ronnie Barker was 
23rd and third for South. 
Tyler Bahr and Joe Ander­
son rounded out the scoring 
for the Wood Countians in 
31st and 32nd, respectively. 

Wheeling Park's boys 
were led by senior Cody 
Patterson who was I 8th 
overall and fourth in 4-A in 
17:23. Junior Brandon 
Robinson was 21st overall 
in 17:37. 

Junior Tyler Long was 
26th overall in 17:47. That 
was good enough for eighth 
in his class. 


