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Cadets rally to beat
Crusaders in 7th

BFy MIKE MATHISON

or the News-Register
STEUBENVILLE — It was

a great way to win a baseball

game, but a bruta] way to lose

one.
Both Derek Miller and Chris

OVAC CHAMPIONSHIP SATURDAY
Williams’ Triple Helps Linsly to Baseball Crown

Stevens scored in the bottom of
the seventh inning on Dillon
Williams® line-drive triple to
dead center field for a 7-6 vic-
tory against Steubenville Cen-
tral in the OVAC Class AA
chamy icms}l:jjp(;i

**That r up there,” Cru-
saders coach Frank Spence said
of the loss. ‘*That’s baseball,
That's sports. You have to take
the good with the bad, Tt just

= Class AA Baseball

seems like we've had our share
of bad this year.

*“I thought we played our
hearts out. I thought (Mickey
Bednar) pitched his heart out,
We played hard. We competed.
We were enthused. It just didn’t
g0 our way in the Iast inning.™

Added Linsly coach Jay

 LINSLY-

Continued from page BI

Steubenvilie Central’s
Jardan Teramana blasted a
three-run shot in the top of
the first inning. Linsly
answered with two in the
bottom of the frame. Ti)e
Crusaders score_d twice in
the top of the third for a 5-

* 7 Jead and once in the top
of the fifth for a 6-3 cush-

jon.

about how we played,”’

Spence said. “They're & p
very good team no matter

what class.
“They are one 0

better teams in the valley _
and we're an out or two S

away from winning.’”

For the Cadets, this was

their big tournament.

“We're not mcynb.ers of some
the SSAC, so this is ou
No. 1 goal every year, to

Big Red

I have no complaints

win this tournament,’
Cartwright said, “Tms, it
the 15th time that we've
pulled it off. I'm very
proud of these kids. They
showed a Tot of passion
‘for the game tg be down
the way there were. Win
or lose, it would have been
an excellent effort,
t*Hats off to
Steubenville Central.
They're well coaches and

lay the game very well,
“‘we both have amateur
players and we’'re both

f the going to make some mis-

akes and the momesntum
t?lifts back and forth. They
got the big three-run home
run in the first inning and
we helped them out with
mistakes and some
t walks. They hit the ball iu
he clutch.”’

wins

4-A title, 15-7

By MIKE MATHISON
For The Times Leader

STEUBENVILLE -
The Steubenville Big Red

Field.

baseball team has been
| knocking the cover off the
baseball offensively for
most of the year.

The last thing ycn;l \}rart]é
as an opposing coach 18
ive th{?{g exira :}t—bats and
that’s what Indian Creek
did Saturday at Vaccaro

After scoring four runs in
the top of the third inning
to take a 5-3 lead, the
Redskins watched Big Red
score 12 runs in the nexi
four innings for a 13-7 vic-
tory in the OVAC Class 4-
A championship game.

Linsly rallies for
2-A OVAC crown

By MIKE MATHISON
For The Times Leader

Cartwright: “*I knew if we kept
the pressure on them we'd get a
chance.”

Linsly loaded the bases in
the bottom of the sixth inning,
but Bednar struck out Leighton
Gibson with a fastball. Gibson
blasted a two-run homer two
innings eartier.

*(Bednar) made a great pitch
on our cleanup hitter who's
been red hot,”” Cartwright said.

peting really hard,
“It was a really good
STEUBENVILLE ~ It 1 E
was a great way to win a }glzlugnlt]a school 'baseball

baseball game, but a bratal
way to lose one,

Linsly scored two runs in
the bottom of the seventh
inning off Dillon Williams’
line-drive triple to dead
center field for a 7-6 victo-
ry over Catholic Central in
the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference Class AA
championship.

“That ranks up there,”
Crusaders coach Frank
Spence said of the loss.
“That’s baseball, That’s
sports. You have to take the
good with the bad. It just
seems like we’'ve had our
share of bad this year.

“I thought we played our
hearts out, T thought our
pitcher (Mickey bednar)

*pitched his heart out. We
played hard, We competed,
We were enthused. It just
didn’t go our way in the
last inning.” I

“I knew if we kept the
pressure on them we'd get a
chance,” said Cadets coach
Jay Cartwright,

_ Linsly loaded the bases
in the bottom of the sixth
inning, but Bednar struck
out Leighton Gibson with a
fastball. Gibson blasted a
two-run homer two innings

earlier,

“He (Bednar) made a
great pitch on our cleanup
hitter who's been red hot,”
said Cartwright. “It was a
perfect, outside corner fast~
ball that he couldn’t catch
up with. They stopped ns
there and got the momen-
tuin back. It was was one of
those games where momen-

first

to it.”

it off.

walks”

tum went back and forth

with two teams just com-

Catholic Central’s Jordan

Teramana blasted a three-
run shot in the tap of the
inning.
answered with two in the
bottom of the frame, The
Crusaders scored twice in
the top of the third for a 5-2
lead and once in the
the fifth for a 6-3 cushion.

“I have no complaints
about how we played,” said
Spence. *They’re a very
good team no matter what
class. They are one of the
better teamns in the Valley
and we're an out or two
away from winning.”

“We have another week
to keep on improving and
keep on working on things
to get ready for the touma-
ment. When you’re in high
school sports, that's what it
comes down to. That's
what you practice all year
for, the chance to move on
and we’re looking forward

For the Cadets, this was
their big tournament,

“We’re not members of
the SSAC, so this is out No,
1 goal every year, to win
this tournament,” sajd
Cartwright, “This is the
15th time that we've puiled

*“It was a perfect, outside cor-
ner fastball that he couldn’t
catch up with. They stopped us
there and got the momentum
back. It was was one of those
ames where momentum went
ack and forth with two teams
just competing really hard.
““It was a really good high
school baseball game.”

See, Linsly, Page B3

Linsly

top of

“We both have amateur
players and we're both
gomg to make some mis-
takes and the momentum
shifts back and forth. They
got the big three-run home
run in the first inning and
we helped them out with
some mistakes and some
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T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
ST. CLAIRSVILLE’S Michael Young drops down a bunt single to lead off the OVAC Class 3-A semifinal Saturday mom-
ing at Robert Mazeroski Field in Cadiz. Additional images may be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com

St. C. reaches 3-A title game

* Red Devils will meet Edison, which
dispatched top-seeded Union Local, 7-2

By RICH GIBSON" 12 strikeouts and watked a pair.
Times Leader Sporis Writer Slavik’s batterymate, Tom
If St. Clairsvilie and Edison seemed ™ 1o the 1ep. of toa tohh 15s Devils'
destined to play for a OVAC 3-Aditle, clean-up hitter took Magnolia starter
it's only because they will. Justin Fox deep, unloading a two-run
The Red Devils and Wildcats pomer well over the fence in left field.
scored semifinal victories Saturday — “Machovina's a dangerous hitter J
afternoon  ‘at - Cadiz’ Bob but he should never have come to
Mazeroski Park. o ' the plate if we make two rou-
St. C. held on for a 4-3 vic- tine plays,” lamented Eagles’
tory over defending 3-A skipper Dave Cisar.
champion Magnolia while “We just didn’t handle a
Edison advanced following a couple infield grounders and it
7-2 decision of Union Local. B cost us. It normally does when
Next Saturday afternoon you fail to execute.” -
(1:30) at Steubenville’s Vacarro  gf C.'s Michael Young reached on
Field, St. C. and Edison will vie for 3 gne-out error and later scored when
- the 3-A crown. The Buckeye 8 gecond baseman Zack Kinnick also
Conference rivals split a pair of 1egu-  got aboard via a Blue Eagles’ bobble.

lar season encounters. That brought up Machovina whose
ST. CLAIRSVILLE relied on two p[ast elevated St. C. to a three-run

senior veterans to hand Magnolia a jaqq.

one-run setback. Magnolia returned the favor in the TLPhaaRicH GIBSON
ST i, o st o A TATSE I 1.0 UnloN Lo pichr A St

- righthander Joe Slavik stopped the
Blue Eagles on five hits. He Egipued off batter Treah Keller and Fox fol- Gjasg 3.4 semifinal against Edison, whfch the

See, OVAC, Page C3 Wildcats claimed by a 7-2 final.
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Continued from Page C1

Jowed with a base rap to left field.
When Slavik threw wildly past first
base on a Mason Rine’s slow chop-
per, both Keller and Fox raced home.
But the Red Devils' ace responded,
retiring the next three batters.
St. C.’s Michael Androsko singled
to ignite an eventful seventh inning.
After Young successfully executed
a sacrifice bunt, Kinnick came
through with a clutch, two-out run
scoring hit resulting in a 4-2 lighting.
“Zack’s hit was really hoge,” Shiva
remarked.- “He’s a kid we definitely
want up there in crucial situations.”
Magnolia made things more than a
little interesting in its final at-bat.
Pinch hitter. Chuck McElhaney
reached on a leadoff single and

moved up when Herrick also ham-

mered a base hit.

Slavik recorded back-to-back
strikeouts before Eagles’ leadoff man
Seth Pay delivered a base hit to right,
plating McElhaney and sending
Herrick to third with the tying run.

But with Keller at the plate, Pay
broke for second on an attempted
delayed steal and when Herrick ven-
tured too far off third, Machovina
fired a strike to third baseman
MacKenzie Koehler who applied a
game-ending tag.

“I'm not going to complain (about
the final out),” Cisar stressed. “The
two errors in the third inning are what
cost us today. It’s a shame because
our kids have been playing solid
defense all season long.”

Sliva, meanwhile,waxed philo-
sophical following the outcome. “We
came in here expecting a one-run
game and that's what we got,” he
explained.

“I really want to compliment my
two seniors. That was a gutsy effort
out there on Dan’s part. He's a real
bulldog on the mound and a tremen-
dous competitor. It's easy to see why
he’s headed to the next level.

“And Tommy (Machovina) just
did what he does best, get a key
clutch hit, then make a game-winning
play with his arm.” ‘

Fox took the loss with freshman
Kyle Elliott coming on in the fifth
inning. They combined for four Ks
and three walks.

Now 17-3, 8t. Clairsville wel-
comes Union Local for a regular sea-
son encounter Monday at newly-

reforbished Memorial Park.
The 14-4 Blue Eagles are home

Monday to Tyler Consolidated.
St. Clairsville 0030001 — 461

Magnolla Q002001 —352
BATTERIES: Slavik and Machovina.
Faox, Eliiott (5) and Howell,

EDISON made the most of five
hits and took advantage of four UL
errors in capturing Saturday's second
game.

The Wildcats received another stel-
lar mound outing from sephomore
ace Greg Stagani who stopped the
Jets on four hits and recorded nine
strikeouts,

“We gave them a pair of five-out
innings which, obviously, you can’t
do against a quality opponent,”
remarked UL skipper Richard
Mercer.

“Of course, we wanted to advance
(in the OVAC Tournament). But by
no means does (this) ruin our season.
Our kids have a whole lot more to
play for.”

Two Jets misplays in the top of the
third led to three Wildcat runs and a
4-0 advantage.

Tyler McGary’s bases-loaded, two-
run single in the last of the third plat-
ed David Fisher and Darby Waller,
slicing the Jets® deficit in half. But the
men of Morristown would not score

2o 8T,
CLAIRSVILLE'S
Michael Andrasko is
| greeted at the plate
by Sammy
Vincenzo after scor-
j ing the eventual
gama-winning run
during the OVAC
Class 3-A semifi-

i nals in Cadiz. St. .

| Clairsville meet
Edison Saturday for
the OVAC title.

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

again.

Edison, meanwhile, registered
three insurance tallies in the seventh.
Shortstop Jarod Falasca singled home
Robert Spring prior to a two-run dou-
ble off the bat of right fielder Mark

Rogers who, earlier, had tripled home

Spring in the third.

*QGreg was solid again today,”
acknowledged Cats’ skipper Mike
Collopy whose team improves to 14-.
5. “He won two games last senson as
a freshman and 'has been very com-
posed this year.”

Edison’s 10th-year menior is antic-
ipating next Saturday’s 3-A battle
against St. C.

“We played two good ones with
them (in the regular season) so we
expect another great game (next
Saturday),” Collopy indicated,

In addition to Rogers’ two extra-
base blows, Jonathan Byers and
Ethan Tice tagged sac-flys in
Saturday’s win. )

Edison is scheduled to host
Buckeye Local in a Monday regular

season malchup at Richmond.
Edison 013 3—-750
U.Loca! 0020000 — 244
BATTERIES: Barbina, Curry (3) and
Jellison. Staganl and Spears.
Gibson may be reached at rgib-

son@timesleaderonline.com

Big Red Pockets Class 4-A Baseball Crown

By MIKE MATHISON
F{)r the News-Register

STEUBENVILLE The
Steubenville Big Red baseball
team has been knocking the cover
off the baseball offensively for
most of the year.

The last thing you want as an
opposing coach is to give them
extra at-bats and that's what Indian
Creek did Saturday at Vaccaro
Field.

After scoring four runs in the to
of the third inning to take a 3-
lead, the Redskins watched Big
Red score 12 runs in the next four
innings for a 15-7 victory in the
OVAC Class AAAA championship
game.

“It doesn’t matter who you are
playing, you can’t do what we
did,”’ Redskins coach Mike Cottis
said. *'I think the scoreboard

m Class AAAA Baseball

showed five errors and we Eroba~
bly had nine, balls getting by the
outfielders and dropped pop-ups
here and there. We just didn’t play
a very good game.

““By far that's the worst defen-
sive game we've played all year
and we’ve been plni(ing great
defense all year. For all days for it
to happen, it had to be (Satur-
day).’ '

}Aﬁcr the four-spot in the top of
the third, Big Red came back to
take a 6-5 lead in the bottom half.

Caleb Westlake started with
inning with a single. Two outs
later, Darin Heatherington singled
and Dominic Garay doubled. Joe
Pierro came up and hit a routine

pop-up which dropped on the
infield dirt.

Steubenville sent nine batters to
the plate in the third and fourth
innings.

““We came ready to play after
Inst night,”” said Big Red coach
Fred Heatherington, whose team
dropped a 19-17 decision Friday to
visiting John Marshall. ‘*We hit
the bal%extreme]y well and ran the
bases real aggressively. 1f you do
that, ou're going to put pressure
on the defense and we did.

‘[ toid (John Marshall) coach
{Bob) Montgomery after the game
that the same thin%ehap ened to
them last year. We beat them here
and they cam back and won the
OVAC the next day. Hopefully, it
was a good omen for us and it
was."'’

T.J. DeChristopher earned a vic-

tory, striking out five and walked
two.

Darin Heatherington clubbed
four singles for three RBL Jordon
Meyer ndded four singles and a
double for two RBI and Joe Pierro
a double and two singles for an
RBI.

Alan Hastwell banged a friple
and a a two-run homer for three
RBI for the Redskins.

‘*We scored enough runs that we
should have won,”” Coftis said.
““We just didn’t play defense. Qur

itchers didn’t throw that badly,

hey (Big Red) were hitting the
ball well, too. It was a good offen-
sive game, it just wasn’t a very

ood defensive game for us. We
lnge a lot of games left to play,
though.”’

It was Big Red’s first OVA
title since 2002. .
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AT RIGHT: The St. §
Clairsville Red Devils
Baseball Tearn poses with
its trophy- after defeating
Edison in the OVAC Class B
3-A basebali final at §
Steubenville's Vaccaro

Clairsvilla's Mackenzle
Koehler pumps his fist
after he cleared the bases
on-a triple dyring the bot-
tom of the flrst inning.

T-L Phato/RICH GIBSON

St. C. wins OVAC

* Red Dewls knock off Edison in 3-A title game

By RICH GIBSON
Times Leader Sports Writer

Winning an OVAC championship
is anything but a formality.

But Tom Sliva’s St. Clairsville
Red Devils made it look that way
this spring.

- It was simply a matter of making
it official Saturday afternoon at

Steubenville's Vaccaro Field where

St. C. claimed the 3-A title following
a 10-4 conquest of Edison.

After splitting a pair of tight regu-
lar season games, the Red Devils
recovered nicely from an early
deficit to win going away.

Sliva's club did so behind an
array of clutch hits and the right arm

of winning pitcher Dan Slavik who'

allowed three first inning runs before
blanking Edison over the final five
innings..

‘Obviously, we’re
pleased to win here
today. But I told our
guys this isn’t it.’
~Tom’Sliva

“Obviously, we're pleased to win
here today. But I told our guys this
isn’t it. We still have some bigger
goals out there to accomplish,” Sliva
insisted.

Before they came to bat Saturday,
the Devils trailed 3-0 after Slavik
surrendered three hits, including two
for extra bases.

St. C., however, was unfazed, The
Saints batted around in their half of

the first, compiling six runs to take
charge.
“Scoring those six runs was huge.

I think that was the game right i

there,” said Slavik who settled into a

nice groove enroute to finishing with §

a complete game seven-hilter.

Cats’ sophomore ace Greg
Stagani, who had shut out 5t. C. in a
repular season encounter, experi-
enced a first inning to forget after
Devils’ leadoff man Michael Young
singled and shortstop Jared Clovis
drew a base on balls,

That brought on second baseman
Zack Kinnick who drilled a two-run
double to left field.

The Wildcats then opted to inten-
tionally pass senior catcher Tom
Machovina. Another free pass to
Slavik loaded the bases for designat-
ed hitter Mackenzie Koehler.

Ses, ST. C., Page G2




Mackenzie Koehler and the St. Clairsville Red Devils
are OVAC Class AAA baseball champlons. -

Phota by Mike Mathilson

St. C. Wins Title,
Has Bigger Goals

After rough start, Slavik quiets Edison

By RICH GIBSON
For The News-Register _ .
STEUBENVILLE — Winning an OVAC championship

is anything but a formality. .
B%?TO%I Sliva’s St gahsvi]le
Red Devils made it look that way
this spring..
It was simlplg a matter of mak-
ing it official Saturday afternoon
at Steubenville’s Vaccaro Field

M Class AAA
Basehall

where St. C. claimed the Class AAA title following a 10-4

conquest of Edison.

Sliva’s club did so behind an array of clutch hits and the
right arm of winning pitcher Dan Slavik, who allowed three
first-inning runs before blanking Edison during the final

five innings.

“Obviously, we're pleased to win here,” Sliva said, “But
I told our guys this isn’t it. We still have some bigger goals

out there to accomplish,”

Before they came to bat Saturday, the Devils trailed 3-0
after Shavik surrendered three hits, including two for extra

bases.

St. C., however, was unfazed, The Red Devils batted
around in their half of the first, compiling six runs to take

charge.

See, SL.C,, Page BS

® St. C.

Continued from Page C1

" St. C.'s lefty-swinging
junior, who has been a
clutch hitter of late, pulled
the trigger on a 1-2 pitch,
driving a three-run triple to
the center field fence for a
5-0 lighting.

First basernan T.J. Sliva
followed with a sacrifice
fly to left and the Devils
owned a 6-3 upperhand.

After Edison second

baseman Dom
Controguerra clubbed a

run-scoring hit in the top of
the second, the Cats’
offense was virtually
silenced by Slavik for the
duration. .

St. C. made it a 7-4
issue in the third after

Koehler gapped a double to -

right-center and dashed
home when Stagani
unleashed a wild pitch,

An inning later, St. C.

removed all doubt, scoring

three more times.

Young socked a leadoff
single and swiped second
base ahead of*Kinnick's
second extra base, RBI. hit
of the afternoon.

Collopy opted to bring on

- reliever Mark Smyth who

was greeted " by
Machovina’s  two-run
homer off the leftfield
scoreboard and a 10-4 St.
C. upperhand.

Slavik finished strong,
retiring the final eight bat-
ters he faced. The Kent
State bound ace recorded
eight strikeouts and three
walks.. - ‘

Offensively, Edison had
no answer for Kinnick
whose production totaled
two singles, two doubles-
and three runs batted in.
Koehler tagged two extra
base blows, rlso driving in
three. Young contributed a
two-hit outing.

“We’ve won mostly this
season with key contribu-
tions 1-through-9% 'in our
lineup. That was the case
again taday,” Sliva advised.

*Our six-run first is
exactly what Dan needed. I
thought he pitched just

eat down the stretch.”

dison 3100000 — 471

St Clairs. 801 300x — 1091 .
BATTERIES: Stagani, Smyith

Cats’ skipper Mike

(4) and Spears. Slavik and
Machovina.

ST. C.

Continued from page B1

“Scoring those six runs
was huge. | think that was
the game right there,” said
Slavik, who settled into a
nice groove en route to fin-
ishing with a complete game
seven-hitter,

. Edison sophomore ace
Greg Stagani, who had shut
out 5t, C. in a regular season
encounter, experienced a
first inning to forget after
Devils™ leadoff man Michael
Youn%:smgled and shortstop
Jared Clovis drew a walk.

That brought on second
baseman Zack Kinnick who
drilled a two-run double to
left field. :

The Wildcats then opted
to intentionally walk Tom
Machovina. Another free
Eass to Slavik loaded the

ases for designated hitter
Mackenzie Koehler,

St. C.'s lefty-swinging
Junior pulled the trigger on
a 1-2 pitch, driving & three-
run Lritple to the center-field
fence for a 5-0 lighting.

T.J. Sliva fol 0Wc§ with
a sacrifice fly to left and the
Devils owned a 6-3 lead.

After Edison’s Dom
Controguerra clubbed a run-
scoring hit in the top of the
second, the Wildcats
offense was virtuaily
silenced by Slavik for the
duration, '

St. C. made it a 7-4 issue

in the third after Koehler
gapped a double to right-
center and dashed home
when Stagani unleashed a
wild pitch. :

An inning later, St, C. :
removed all doubt, scoring
three more times,

Young socked a leadoff
single and swiped second
base ahead of Kinnick’s
second extra-base, RBI hit
of the afternoon.

Cats’ skicfper Mike Col-
lopy opted to bring on
reliever Mark Smyth who
was greeted by Machov-
ina’s two-run homer off the
left-field scorebouard and a
10-4 St. C, lead.

Slavik finished strong,
retiring the final eight bai-
ters he faced. The Kent
State bound ace recorded
eight strikeouts and three
walks. .

Offensively, Edison had
no answer for Kinnick
whose production totaled
two singles, two doubles
and three RBI. Koehler
tagged two extra base
blows, also driving in three.
Young contribute(F a two-hit
outing,

Contraguerra collected
two Wildeat singles. Third
baseman Robert Spring sin-
Iglecl and doubled. First

aseman Mark Rogers
rapped a double.
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Linsly’s Leighton Gibson heads toward third base during Saturday’s game

agalm_;t Fort ¢ at Toronto High School.

Linsly Tops

Fort

Steubenville Central

next in title contest

By ASHLEY NEWMAN
or the News-Register

TORONTO - The Linsly baseball
teamn had rolled through its first 20 games
of the season heading into. the Chio Val-
ley Athletic Conference semifinals at the
Kni%ht Baseball Complex on Saturday.

The 21st proved to be no different, as
the Cadets coasted to a 13-3 victory in
s5ix innings a%ainst Fort Frye to improve
Linsly's mark to 19-2 and secured it a
spot in the OVAC title game against
Steubenville Catholic Central at Vaccaro
Field.

“I'm very pleased with the effort,”’
. Linsly coach Jay Cartwright said. **The
}é;'ds like to compete and it is fun to coach

em'!‘ .

krye

CLASS AA

Linsly’'s ace Ben Weimer eamed a vic-
tory, striking out four and walking three
through five innings. Matt Smith came on
in the sixth inning to close the show for
the Cadets.

“*Our senior pitcher was out there and
he didn't have his best stuff,”’ Cartwright
said. **But, he just gutted it out against a
good hitting team. Early on, it was a ball-
game. He just didn’t quit. They hit some
shots off of him and he was a competitor
out there,

*“It didn’t rattle him one bit and he just
kept going afier hitters, Our bats kept us
in it and eventually we ran away with it at
the end.”’

Weimer helped his own cause at the
plate, hitting a home run, & single, and

OVAC BaseBALL TOURNAMENT: SEMIFINALS

See, Linsly, Page B2

CLASS AAA

Red Devils
Get Past
Blue Eagles

St. Clairsville, Edison to
battle for championship

By RICH GIBSON
For the News-Register
CADIZ — If St. Clairsville and Edi-
son seemed destined to play for a
OVAC AAA title, it’s only because
they will.

e Red Devils and Wildcats scored
semifinal victories Saturday afternoon
at Bob Mazeroski Park.

St. C. held on for a 4-3 victory
against defending champion Magnolia

§ | while Edison advanced following a 7-2

decision agninst Union Local.

St. Clairsville relied on two senior
veterans to hand Magnolia a one-run
setback.

On the mound, Kent State-bound

' tht-hander Joe Slavik stopped the

ue Eagles on five hits. He compiled

12 strikeouts and walked a pair.

Slavik’s batterymate, Tom Machov-
ina, also came up big.

In the top of the third, the Devils’
clean-up hitter took Magnolia starter
Justin Fox deep, unloading a two-run
homer well over the fence in'left field.

“*Machovina's a dangerous hitter but
he should never have come to the plate
if we make two routine-plays,”’ Eagles
coach Dave Cisar said. ‘*We just didn’t
handle a couple infield grounders and it
cost us. It normally does when you fail *
to execute.”’ :

St. C.’s Michael Yourig'reached on a
one-out error and later scored when sec-
ond baseman Zack Kinnick also got
aboard vin a Blue Eagles:bobble.

That brought u achovina whose
blast elevated St. C. to a three-run lead.

Magnolia returned the favor in the
last of the fourth. Slavik walked leadoff
batter Treah Keller and Fox followed
with a base raF to left field. When .
Slavik threw wi dlly past first base on a
Mason Rine’'s slow cho%per, both
Keller and Fox raced home. But the Red
Devils ace responded, retiring the next
three batters.

St. C."s Michael Androsko singled to
ignite an eventful seventh inning,.

After Young successfully executed a
sacrifice bunt, Kinnick came through
with a clutch, two-out run scoring hit
resulting in a 4-2 score.

**Zack’s hit was really huge,”" St.
Clairsville coach Tom Sliva said. *‘He’s
a kid we definitely want up there in cru-
cial situations.”

See, Eagles, Page B3
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Magnolia made things
more than a little interest-
ing in its final at-bat.

Pinch-hitter Chuck
McElhaney reached on a
leadoff single and moved
up when Herrick also ham-
mered a base hit.

Slavik recorded back-to-
back strikeouts before
Eagles leadoff man Seth
Pay delivered a base hit to
right, plating McElhaney
and sendiﬁlg Herrick to

ird with the tying run..
thlBut with K)éller at the
plate, Pay broke for second
on an attemgted delayed
steal and when Herrick
ventured too far off ‘thll’d,
Machovina fired a strike to

" third baseman MacKenzie
Koehler who applied a
game-ending tag.

then make a game-winning
with his arm."’ _
phgox took the lipss with
reshman Kyle Eiliott com-
gng on in tl){e fifth inning.
They combined for four
strikeouts and three walks.
Edison made the most of
five hits and took advan-
tage of four Union Local
errors in capturing Satur-
day’s second gome.
The Wildcats received
another stellar outing from

sophomore ace Greg Sta-

ani who stopped the Jets
gn four hits gnd recorded
nine strikeouts. .
‘*We gave them a pair of
five-out innings which,
obviously, you can't do
against a guality oppo-
nent,”” Union Local_coach
Richard Mercer said.' Of

course, we wanted to
advance, But by no means
does (this) ruin our season.
Our kids have a whole lot
more to play for.””

Two Jets misplays in the
top of the third led to three
\’\Eldca[s rans and a 4-0
advantage.

Tyler McGary’s bases-
londed, two-run single in
the last of the third plated
David Fisher and Darby
Waller, slicing the Jets
deficit in haif. But the men
of Mortistown didn't score
again, .

Edison, meanwhile, reg-
istered three insurance runs
in the seventh. Shortstop
Jarod Falasca singled h(t)me
Robert Spring prior to a
two-run dguble off the bat
of right fielder Mark

Rogers, who earlier had
trip%ed home Spring in the
third, . .

**Greg was solid again,
acknowledged Wildcats
coach Mike Collopy whose
team improves to 14-5.
“*‘He won two games last
season as a freshman and
has been very composed
this year.”

Egison’s l(t)‘th-yealt'
coach is anticipating nex
Saturday's AAA battle
against St. C.

““We played two good
ones with them (in the reg-
ular season) so we expect
another preat game,”’ Col-
lopy indicated. i

In addition to Rogers
two extra-base blows,
Jonathan Byers and Ethan
Tice tagged sac flies.

““I'm not going to com-
plain (about the f‘mal
out),’’ Cisar stressed. *‘The
two errors jn the third
inning are what cost us. It’s
a shame because our kids
have been playing sqfld
defense all season long.

Sliva, meanwhile waxed
philosophical following the
outcome, .

*“We came in here
expecling a one-run game
and that’'s what we got,
he explained.

‘I really want to com-

limen. my two seniors.
li'l'ult was a gutsy effort out
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Sunday, April 25, 2010 SPORTS
Westlake Homers in Big Red Victory
By TRACY WATSON Cambridge got RRI from Kyle Cox
For 'the News-Register CLASS AAAA and Jake annigco in the sixthyto trim
GLEN DALE - Steubenville the margin to 4-3, but also stranded
coach Fred Heatherington was not ing up and we can’t 2et a key hit.

runners at first and third, The Bob-
cats, who loaded the bases and scored
just once in the first, had the sacks
Juiced with one out in the Seventh but
failed to score,

“‘Our defense got us out of a lot of
jams,’” Heatherington admitted,
“‘Joven Pilutte also made some great
pitches in tough spots to get some
much needed pop-ups,

“‘But our offense didn’t get the job
done. Our game is to get hits when
we have guys on base and we didn’t ’
do that, we just weren't as aggressive
as we needed to be.

“*We also didn’t ﬁet to run the

overly pleased with the performance
of his top-seeded team in an Chio
Valley Athietic Conference Class
AAAA semifinal contest Saturday
against Cambridge.

However, the veteran is very happy
his team will get the chance fo battle
for its first conference baseball cham-
pionship since 2002 pext Saturday at
Vaccaro Field,

Caleb Westlake homered and Josh
Mamula chased home a run with a
triple while the Bobcats squandered
opportunity after op ortunity before
Steubenville eventua ly held ‘on for a
4-3 victory against Cambridge at

John Marshali l—gligh School,

Win the victory, Big Red (13-4)
heads to the championship game to
battle No. 4 seed Indian Creek, which
blasted Parkersburg South.

It was a day in which Coach David
Gray's Cambridge team stranded
eight runners, including six in scoring

sition. The Bobcats couldn’t get a

ig hit and had a dropped foul ball
come back to haunt them,

“*We just left way 100 many on the
bases,”” Gray said. **Then we get the
bases loaded with one out in the sev-
enth with our five and six hitters Com~

"*A dropped foul ball and an error
cost us a 1-0 lead coming out of the
first. but Steubenville is a heckuva
team and they play very toogh
defense.

“‘Our pitcher did a good Jjob throw-
ing strikes, we just couldn't give him
any helg ot the plate.””

Cambridge manufacture a run in
the top of the first with a walk, infield
single, passed ball and Jimmy
Antalis’ fielder's choice RBI.

But Big Red got the lead for good
in the home-haltg Westlake worked a
3-1 count before fouling a pitch off
that hit catcher Rylee Rogers’ mitt bases like we norma ¥ do, but we
but bounced away. battled together and stayed together

*On the next pitch, Westlake senta and we won the game. Good teams
laser over the left-field fence to knot win tough games, I just think we
the score at 1-1. Jordan Meyer fol- could have done more,
lowed by reaching on an eITor, stole “These kids have worked hard to
second and scored on lordan Banks' be where they are now. We have
RBI single to right. talked a little’ about this, which is

Steubenville got some insurance in something we haven't done the last
the fourth when Banks singled, few years., Bt they deserve this
moved to second on a wild pitch, chance and hopefully we will do it on
third on a fielder’s choice and scored the field and get the championship.”’
on another wild pitch: Just one out Pilutte went the distance on the hill
after a walk to Dominic Garay, Josh to ﬁvgt a victory, fanning three bug

wa

Mamuia drilled a run-scoring triple to ng seven and aliowing just four |
deep right to make it 4-1. hits.

f



Linsly, SCC to meet
for class 2-A OVAC
baseball title

By ASHLEY NEWMAN
For The Times Leader

TORONTO - The
Linsly baseball team had
rolled through its first 20
games of the season head-
ing into the Ohic Valley
Athletic Conference Class
AA semifinals here at the
Red Knight Baseball
Complex, Saturday.

The 21st proved to be no
different, as the Cadets
coasted to a 13-3 victory in
six innings over Fort Frye
to improve to 19-2, The
win also secured a spot in
the title game against

Steubenville Catholic
Central at Vaccaro Field,
Saturday.

“I'tm very pleased with
the effort,” Linsly head
coach Jay Cartwright said.
“The kids like to compete
and it is fun to coach
them.”

Linsly's ace Ben Weimer
earned the victory on the
mound, striking out four
and walking three through
five innings. Matt Smith
came on in the sixth inning
to close the show for the
Cudets.

Weimer helped his own
cause at the plate, hitting a
home run, a single, and
accouniing for three RBI.
Also coming up big for the
Cadets was Dillon Williams
with four singles and three
RBI. Jon-Michael Brunner
chipped in with two singles
and an RBL

The championship is set
for Vaccaro Field at 4 p.m.

Class AAAA
Steubenville 4,
Cambridge 3
Big Red's Caleb
Westlake homered and Josh
Mamula chased home a run
with a triple while the
Bobcats squandered oppor-
tunity after opportunity
before the Big Red eventu-
ally held on for a narrow
victory over the Bobcats at
John Marshall High School.

Win the victory, Big Red

{13-4) heads to the champi-
onship game to battle No, 4
seed Indian Creek, which
blasted Parkersburg South.
Indian Creek 12,
South 2, 6 inn.

Senior Michael Wayt
overcame early control
problems to limit the sec-
ond-seeded Patriots to just
five hits and Alan Hastwel}
chased home five runs with
a single and double, as the
Redskins scored nine times
in the sixth inning enroute
to their victory against the
Patriots in a semifinal con-
test at John Marshall High
School.

Wayt, who walked only
one batter and surrendered
just two hits after the first
inning, got three straight
outs to end it in the bottom
of the sixth. After throwing
33 pitches in the first, Wayt
needed only 55 more dur-
ing the final five.

Class AA
Steubenvifle Catholic 14,
Shenandeah 0, 5 inn,

Everything scemed to
come together in the semi-
finals ot the Red Knight
Baseball Complex in
Toronto Saturday as the
Crusaders cruised to a win
in five innings over
Shenandoah.

Mickey Bednar con-
trolled the game on the
mound for the Crusaders,
limiting the Zeps to three
scattered hits. He struck out
one and walked one while
going the distance,

Catholic Central's
defense tumed in an excel-
lent performance, finishing
the game with no errors.

Bednar did the rest, fin-
ishing the job in the boltom
of the fifth.

Jordan Teramana led the
Catholic Central offense
witlt three singles and an
RRBI. Robinson contributed
two singles and three RBI,
while Justin Teramana
added two singles and an
RBI.

" Catholie Central (12-7)

g LINSLY'S

E LEIGHTON
Gibson heads
for third during
Saturday's
OVAC Class 2-
A semifinal at

| Toronto's Red
§ Knight Baseball
| Complex. The
| Cadels
advanced to

i the title game

B by virtue of a
e 13-3 victory
o3 over Fort Frye.
[ They will meet
3 Steubenville
Central .

I Saturday at
Vaccaro Fleld.

| PhotoMIKE
MATHISON

will face Linsly in the
championship.
Class A
Weirton Madonna 10,
Cameron 0, 5 inn.

A trio of sophomores led
the Madonna baseball team
to a 10-0 victory over
Cameron Saturday morning
on Niekro Diamond at
Perkins Field.

The victory in the semifi-
nals puts the Blue Dons
into the finals for the third
year in a row. This time,
though, Madonna will take
on Bishop Rosecrans, a 4-
2 victor over Toronto,

Those two will get after
it at 6:30 p.m. Saturday at
Vaccaro Field.

Nogay struck out six of
the 17 batters he faced and
allowed three singles.

Ryan Mendenhall,
Connor Mogan and Logan

Linder provided the Blue
Dons’ offcnse.

Linder began the second
by reaching on an error and
Austin Pitchok followed
with a double. Mogan sin-
gled in both runners and
Mendenhall followed with
a shot deep into parking
lots beyond the right field
brick fence that encloses
the football field.

With one out in the sixth
inning, Mogan singled and
Mendenhall ripped a
ground-rule double. A.J.
Klein followed with a
bloop double to score
Mogan. Chris Eloi walked
to load the sacks and Nogay
brought home Mendenhall
with a sacrifice fly.

Bishop Rosecrans 4,
Toronto 2

There will be a new

Class A champion.

Toronto, the 1two-time
defending title-holders, did
not get its first hit until
there were two strikes and
two outs in the botiom of
the seventh inning in a 4-2
loss to Bishop Rosecrans
on Niekro Diamond at
Perkins Field.

The Bishops' Michael
Reef struck out 13 and
seven eight before the Red
Knights” Mike Garman
jacked an 0-2 pitch over the
left field fence. Tyler Butler
followed with a single to
center, but that was it for
Toronto {18-2),

Rosecrans scored a run
in the top of the first inning
and it stayed that way until
the top of the sixth inning.

Rosecrans now gets
Madonna, the No. 1 team in
West Virginia Class A
Saturday.

Big Sixth Inning Boosts Redskins

ggrﬂﬁ?ﬁ&ﬁﬁe?s%ﬁ anT!(]ﬁ Jéitoi?lftmot\l;es Indi- right for a 3-0 score,
GLEN DALE - Just » school champioonshi ek e had trou-

week ago Indian Creek was
in a fight to secure one of
the four seeds into the Chio
Valley Athletic Conference
Class AAAA tournament
field,

After an outstanding per-
formance Saturday, Coach
Mike Cottis’ Redskins et
the opportunity to play for
the cllampionsﬁip next Sat-
urday at Vaccaro Field,

Senior Michael Wayt
overcame early control
problems to limit second-
seeded Parkersburg South
to five hits and Alan Hast-
well chased home five runs
with a single and double, as
Indian Creek scored nine

; ame b i
against rival ne?gﬁb le finding

Steubenviile, a 4-3 winner
agamst Cambridge earlier
Saturday,

““We are just so ha
for the opportunity to cgnqg
back and get fo battle
aganst Steubenville next
week,”’ a smiling Cottis
ill 2 lot of
baseball to be played this ke rore
year and these kids hnve
really stuck together.”’

It didn"t take long for the
Skins to get going afier
Wayt was hit by a pitch to
open the contest and Adam age was

oung singled and moved
to second on a throw to
third,

in
be

with singles,

Crossing

the plate in th
or bottom of the in]r:)ling. walk‘-3
the first three batters
ore Anthony Corne]l and
Jacob Wilcox plated runs

Both Wayt and South
starter Cody Shultz settied
down.from there and threw
four mningséof scoreless

reeck finall
broke through in the sixth, Y

The big inning, which
started with a quick out,
included eight hits and two
hit batters with nine runs
the dish. The dam-
caused by Young's
Iwo-run single, Fastwell’s
three-run double, Tim
Newburn’s two-rup double

10ning, got three straight
0Uuls o end it in the bottom
of the sixth. After thirowing
33 pitches in the first, Wayt
needed only 55 more dyr-
Ing the finaf five,
"‘Michael {Wayt) is a
Senior competitor and he
did a fine job of battling
after giving up those first
_ll:lree wilks,” Cottis added,

He struggled early, but
setged down, the défense
made some big plays and
he kept us in thg glzlrn)é.

“We reaily earned this
win, We hit ‘the ball hard
the whole ame, but we
finaily caught a couple of
games in that big inning.
think both teams played
great‘clefense most of the

times i i inni : ‘

enrout]él ttgea511x§1}21m;1ir)1£ wejll]lblt ong oug ljﬂlﬁl: Hast- and Vince Petrozzi’s rup- Wﬂ\’Y’.oun Has

i victory & ol N vel aced a 2-2 pitch to  scoring triple that made it g Yoc g Newbor |
Patriois i g € Tigat-center to make it 2-0. 12-2 margi Petrongi o Newbum
atriots i  corepunst e gin, and Petrozzi all had two

Aft s
Marshall High er a stolen base, Has- Wayt,

who walked on
well came around to score one batter and sunendereig

on Ty Yocom's base hit to Just two hits after the first

hits apiece, with Newburn
and Petrozzi’s both coming
In the big sixth inning,



SUNDAY NEWS-REGISTER - Wheeling, W.Va. - B3

Phoio by Mike Mathison

Madonna’s Logan Linder makes his way around the
bases following a home run Saturday.

Madonna Will
Face Rosecrans

];y MIKE MATHISON
or the News-Register

BRIDGEPORT — A
trio of sophomores led the
Madonna baseball team to
a 10-0 victory against
Cameron on Saturday on
Niekro Diamond at Perkins
Field.

The victory in the Ohio
Valley Athletic Confer-
ence semifinals puts the
Blue Dons into the Clags A
final for the third season in
a row. This time, though,
Madonna will take on
Zanesville Bishop Rose-
crans, a 4-2 victor against
Taronto.

Those two will get after
it at 6:30 p-m. Saturday at
Vaccaro Field.

““This one started on the
mound,”* Blue Dons coach
Jeff Baire said. *‘I think
Max (Nogay) threw 52
B&tches in five innings,

hen he can do that and
stays ahead in the count,
he is very efficient and
extremely hard to hit.
When he works ahead, his
stuff is that much better.

““And, by working
ahead he’s able to work
quickly, his defense is
ready in the field to make
plays behind him and
that’s pretty much what
happened.””

‘ oF?ay struck out six of
the 1

batters he faced and
allowed three singles.

Ryan Mendenhall, Con-
nor Mogan and Logan Lin-
der provided the Blue
Dons’ offense.

Linder began the second
by reaching on an error
and Austin Pitchok fol-
Towed with a double.
Mogan singled in both run-
ners and Mendenhali fol-
lowed with a shot deep
into parking lots beyond
the right-field brick fence
that encloses the football
field. !

With one out in the sixth
inning, Mogan singled and
Mendenhall ripped a
%{round-rule double. A.J,

lein followed with a
bioop double to score
Mogan. Chris Eloi walked
io load the sacks and
Nogay brought home
Mendenhal! with a sacri-
fice fly,

That brought up Linder,
who jacked the first pitch
over the left-field fence for
a three-run blast,

*I have one sophomore
who is in the micﬂlle of a
[3-for-15 streak (Mogan)

CLASS A

and Ryan had been strug-
g]inﬁ, > Baire said, **We
sat him for a couple of
games as far as his bat was
concerned. We kept him in
the lineup defensively.
**He came back and
broke out in a big way.

That home run was proba-
bly 430 feet and that’s not .

an exaggeration. That
thing was crushed.

“*Connor is just seeing
the ball really well right
now. Hitting is contagious
and these three guys really
did a great job for us."'

Lou Comis waiked to
start the fifth. He eventual-
ly moved to third and
scored the final run when
Mogan ripped a single to
right,

Cameron coach Eric
James has seen his baliclub
improve.

‘I think our program ;

has come a long way,”’ he

said, “‘We're predominant-
‘ly a young squad and start

all underclassmen. The
goal ultimately this year
was to make the tourna-
ment and hopefully put in
a good showing. To our
kids credit, they gutted it
out. It’s just unfortunate
that we got a routine fly
ball hit to left field that
resulls in four runs and it
just kind of snowballed
from there.

“‘Early on I thought we

did a good job of keeping
Madoanna’s hitters at bay
and making the plays we
had to make.

**This is a good building
black for the kids, but as a
coach, I am pretty demand-
ing and I'm never satisfied,
In a sense, I'm a little dis-
appointed in the outcome.

et, we're trying to remain
Bositive 50 our Kids can get

etter and play our best
ball come sectional time."*

Rosecrans 4, Toronto 2

BRIDGEPORT -
Mike Reed struck out 13
and allowed but two hits in
a dominating performance
against Toronto, He also
doubled for one of Rose-
crans’ five hits.

Austin Craig singled in
a run and Matthew Dowell
had two singles for the
Bishops.

Mike Garman hit a solo
homer for Toronto, while
Shane Mosti drove in the
other run,

OVAC Baseball
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