
* * * * 

65th Annual Rudy Mumley 
OVAC® ALL-STAR FOOTBALL 

CHARITY CLASSIC 
* WEDNESDAY, JULY 21st * 

"George Strager Evening With the Stars" 
at the White Palace 

* FRIDAY, JULY 23rd * 
"2010 Queen of Queens Pageant" 

at WesBanco Arena 
* SATURDAY, JULY 24th * 

"PEP RALLY'' at WLSC Russek Field 
The OVAC® McDonald's All-Star Band 

ALL* STAR GALA 
Wheeling Island Stadium 

Sunday, July 25, 2010 • Kick-Off at 7:15 p.m. 
Advance Sale Ticket: $7 .00 • At the Gate $10.00 
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AT LEFT: Ohio 's Joe Rine brings down West 
Virginia's Marcus George during Sunday's game. 
ABOVE: Ohio's Dylan Kimble looks to pass during 
the first quarter on a trick play. 
Additional images may be found at 
cu. timesleaderonline. com 

Mountaineer magic 
• West Virginia snaps 
Ohio's streak in OVAC 
All-Star Classic, 24-14 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times leader Sports Editor 

West Virginia head coach Tom Bruney has seen 
enough OV AC All-Star Games to know the for­
mula-for ~ucccss. 

When the rosterl> for the 65th annual Rudy 
Mumlcy OV AC All-Star Charity Football Classic 
were announced late last month. the Brooke High • 
and Mountain State coach said countless times the 
game·, outcome i~ decided in the trenches. 

He al~1 pomted out the ract that when a coach 
can bnng his own quarterback to the game. it also --~_,.,,.,. _ 
make~ a difference. 

Both of the former Martins Ferry Purple Rider 
standout"-; theorie'> came to fruition Sunday 
evening before a large crowd at muggy Wheeling •-==,..,.,,. 
Island Stadium as West 
Virginia snapped its 
five-game lming streak 
with a hard-earned 24-
14 victory over it, 
Buckeye State ri,·als. 

--we·ve got 364 
days where we can say 
West Virginia rules:· 
an elated Bruney pro­
claimed, --we·re really 
proud of our kids and 
this was just a tremen­
doul. week. To top it 
off wllh a victory h • 
even ~wecter •• 

'We've got 
364 days 
where we can 
say West 
Virginia 
rules.' 
-Tom Bruney 

Losing for the first --------­
time since 2004. Ohio 
was left searchin!!. for answers and scratching their 
heads in the moments shortly after the game. 

--Naturally. I am disappointed in our perform­
ance:· said Buckevc-, head coach Ron Pobolish. 
··we ju~t ~eemed to be a hair off: we battled. but 
we got whipped in the trem:he.~. Today. the best 
team won and hats off to West Virginia ... 

The Mountain State watched early in the game 
as Ohio - as is usually the case - took over up 
front. Constantly having a presence in the West 
Virginia backfield. Ohio ·l> defense wasn ·1 allow­
ing anything to get untracked. 

However. West Virgima stuck with its plan. 
··Early on. (Ohto) wa~ more physical to us and 

laid it to u,:· Bruney l>aid. --You could see them 
when they got tired and that"~ when our kids took 
over. I thmk we did a tremendous job of control­
''"" th,~ f,n,-. nf .,_,~ri,nm:u,,,.. on hoth ~idP, nf tht"' 

ABOVE: Ohio's Derek-London 
Dierkes escapes a tackle of West 
Virginia's Marcus George as 
Brandon Nicholes (1) tries to 
avoid being called for a clipping 
penalty. 
AT LEFT: Ohio wide receiver 
Marco Ricchetti tries to pick up 
yardage as West Virginia defen­
sive back Marcus George moves 
in for the tackle. 
Additional images may be found 
at cu. timesleaderonline. com 

T-L Photos/MIKE PALMER 
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AT LEFT: Ohio's Joe Rine brings down West 
Virginia's Marcus George during Sunday's game. 
ABOVE: Ohio's Dylan Kimble looks to pass during 
the first quarter on a trick play. 
Addition.al images may be found at 
cu. times/eaderon/ine.com 

Mountaineer magic 
• West Virginia snaps 
Ohio's streak in OVAC 
All-Star Classic, 24-14 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

West Vir!!inia head coach Tom Bruney ha~ seen • 
enou!!h OVAC All Star Game~ to know the for­
mul,tfor ~ucce~~-

When the ro.;;ter~ for the 65th annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC AJI.Star Charity Football Classic 
were announced late last month. the Brooke High 
and Mountain State coach said countless times the 
!!ame·s outcome is decided in"the'trenche.s. 
- He abo pointed out th!! fact that when a coach 
can bring his own quarterback to the game. it also -,.c,~~ 

makes a difference. 
Both of the former Martins Ferry Purple Rider 

standout ·s theories came to fruition Sunday 
evening before a large crowd at muggy Wheeling 
Island Stadium as West 
Virginia snapped its 
five-game losing streak 
with a hard-earned 24-
14 victory over it~ 
Buckeye State rivals. • 

··we·vc !!Of 364 
days where we can <;ay 
West Virginia rules:· 
an elated Bruney pro­
claimed. ··we ·re really 
proud of our kids and 
this was just a tremen­
dous week. To top it 
off with a victory is 
even -.weeter. •• 

'We've got 
364 days 
where we can 
say West 
Virginia 
rules.' 
-Tom Bruney 

Losing for the first --------­
time since 2004. Ohio 
was left searching for an~wers and scratching their 
heads in the moments shortly after the game. 

.. Naturally. I am disappointed in our perform­
ance:· said Buckeyes head coach Ron Pobolish. 
--we ju~t ,eerncd to be a hair off: we battled. but '"':!!i1i:.;,-~~,~~i~:iii: 
we got whipped in the trenches. Today. the best c 

team v.on ,rnd hat~ off to West Virginia:· . 
The Mountain State watched early in the game •r;vi:,r..;; 

as Ohio - as is usually the c:l';e - took over up -.m.,,~,i,i 
front. Constantly having a presence in the West 
Virginia backfield. Ohio·s defen~e wasn·t allow­
ing anything to get untracked. 

However. West Virginia stuck with its plan. 
··Early on. (Ohio) was more physical to us and 

laid it to us:· Bruney said. "You could see them -
when they got tired and that·!-- when our kid~ took 
mer. I think we did a tremendous job of control­
I in!! the line of scrimma!!e on both sides of the 
balT:· ~ 

Actually. Bruney had hoped his squad could 
just hang around and keep the game dose until the 
fourth quaner and then let the conditioning take ~~~~•iiiit.-~ 
over. However. it happened a little earlier. 

See, OVAC, Page 82 

ABOVE: Ohio's Derek-London 
Dierkes escapes a tackle of West 
Virginia's Marcus George as 
Brandon Nicholes (1) tries to 
avoid being called for -a clipping 
penalty. 
AT LEFT: Ohio wide receiver 
Marco Ricchetti tries to pick up 
yardage as West Virginia defen­
sive back Marcus George moves 

lt?!.-.e~-:i in for the tackle. 
Additional images may be found 
at cu. timesleaderonline. com 

T•l Photos/MIKE PALMER 

Bruney arld OVAC Game just seem to fit together 
By SETH STASKEV 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

It'~ been a big !--Ummer for the Bruney fami­
ly. 

And believe ii' or not. there·~ ~till more on 
the horizon for one of the first families of foot­
ball 111 the Ohio Vallq . 

In late June. Martin~ Ferry head coach Dave 
Bruney took hi\ rightful place in the Ohio High 
School Football Coache~ Hall of Fame. 

Then earlier in thi, month. the entire Bruney 
famih was reco!!nized by the Lou Holt? Upper 
Ohio.Valley Hall of Fame·~ Heritage Family 
Award. And next month. Fred Brune\' will be 
inducted into the OVAC Hall of ·Fame in 
Wheel in!!. 

Then~ there·~ what happened Sunday 
evening at Wheeling Island Stadium. which 

• 

Brooke Hiuh head 1.:oach Tom Brune, v.ill 
neverforgel • . 

In hi\ fir:,,t head coachin!! assignment ol the 
Rudy Mumley OVAC All Star Charity 
Football Cla,~ic. Brunev directed his 
Mountaineer~ to their first victory in the bi­
state clash ,ince 2004. 

--To win thi~ game after the amount of work 
you put into just make~ JI even ~Weeter:· 
Bruney ~aid. --when you work a~ hard as these 
kid~ and coaches did all v.cel.. and not to win 
ju!>t leave, a ,our ta,te in your mouth. but this 
wa~ !!rea1.·· 

Bruney·~ now 2 0 in the game. His 198 I 
~ton· ha, been \\ell -documented when he 
kicked the game-v. 11111 ing tie Id goal to gi ve 
Ohio a l 7-14 victory. 

See, BRUNEY, Page 82 

■ 

\ 

• 

OHIO'S Dalton 
Smith runs 
through the tun­
nel during pre­
game introduc­
tions. Additional 
images may be 
found at 
cu. timesleadero 
nline.com 

T-L Photos/MIKE 
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SPORTS 

AP PHOTO 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES' manager John Russell walks to the dugout after m~k­
ing a pitching change in the seventh inning against the San Diego Padres during 
a baseball game in Pittsburgh, Sunday. The Padres won 6-3. 

Padres complete 
sweep of Pirates 
By PAUL LADEWSKI 
For The Times Leader 

PITTSBURGH • The Pirate~. clubhouse 
was not a good place to be late Sunday 
afternoon. 

After the San Diego Padres completed a 
three-game sweep at PNC Park. 6-3. veter 
an reliever Brendan Donnelly held court 
for the final time in front of his locker. 
where teammates D.J. Carrasco. Javier 
Lopez. Evan Meek and Jeff Karstens had 
pulled up chairs in front of him. _ 

At another corner moments earl 1er. 
rookie Brad Lincoln tried to explain hi~ 
latest ineffective start. which would be his 
last in the major leagues for awhile. 

Donnelly was designated for assignment 
for purposes of his release. while Lincoln 
was sent to Triple A Indianapolis to work 
on his delivery. Their roster spots will be 
filled on Tuesday. 

"I don't deserve to be here right now:· 
Lincoln said. "I need to go (to the minor 
leagues) to work on things and get back to 
where I was before I got here. That"s prob­
ably the best move for me. To continue to 
struggle is not good for me and it's not 
good forthe team."' . 

In 6 I /3 innings. Lincoln allowed six 

runs on ei1rht hits and two walks. Five of 
the runs scored in the third inning. when he 
allowed five hits. That included an Adrian 
Gonzale1 home run with a runner on base. 

"He· II be back here:· manager John 
Rui.~ell assured. '"He has too good of ~luff. 
The first time around wai. a learning expe­
rience for him. He should come back with 
a different outlook. Hc"ll know what will 
be expected of him ... 

In nine ~tarh. Lmcoln compiled a 1-4 
record and 6.57 carne<l run average. He 
allowed 64 hit~ and nine home runs in 50 
2/3 inning~. 

Lincoln experienced a noticeable decline 
in velocity at tune:-. which he ~aid wa~ the 
result of his emphasi<; to throw strikes. He 
reported no health i~sue\. 

.. My head i-;n"t in the rig!ll place." said 
Lincoln. 25. who at least raised his batting 
average to .400 with two hiK "I think too 
much out there. I need to go someplace 
else and take care of it.·· 

"We still feel there are positive strides to 
bein1r made. but we·re not where we need 
to be with him." general manager Neal 
Huntington \aid. "We lccl that it's best to 
get him back in the environment where he 
wa~ border-line dominant and get him back 
to the things that made him successful. .. 

NUMBERS 
UKETHESE 

IYS 
lOOKGOOD 
ON PAPER. 
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Indians 
fall to 
Tampa 

e OVAC------
Continued from Page B1 

West Virginia went into Opting for Barnesvi lle's 
the lockerrom looking up at Dalton Smi th. the 
a 7-3 deficit. but was still Buckeyes· offense went 
riding a ton of momentum. back to work. 
Park~ersburg South"s After moving close to 
Michael Molinari connect- midfield. Smith was picked 

CLEVELAND (AP) - ed on a 47-yard field goal off. but the ball was then 
Reid Brignac liked his with just over five minutes jarred \oose into the arms of 
defense even more than his to go in the half. Indian Creek's Doren 
three-run homer. So did It appe;ired as i f Ohio Thomas. who raced it to the 
Tampa Bay manager Joe was about to tack on a late 36. 
Maddon. touchdown. The Buckeyes Seven plays la1er. Smith 

Brignac staked Wade - behind Monroe found Steubenvifle•s Trey 
Davis to a 3-1 lead with one Central· s Derek-London Wiggim who raced to the 
swing. then made a diving Dierkc~ - marched to the left py l on for the touch­
stop to help the right-hander West Virginia red zone down. Cook's PAT was 
remain unbeaten in July as with relative ease. perfect and it was a l 7-I4 
the Rays beat the Cleveland However. a ~hot-gun ~core. 
Indians 4-2 Sunday. snap soared over Dierkes· "I was hoping it would 

"I was at the right place head for a loss of seven. ~tay 17- ! 4.'' Bruney said in 
at the right time.'' Brignac With nary a ti me out. the reference to the final score 
said of taking away at least Buckeyes scrambled to -, when he played for 
one run and possibly two get the field goal ~r.l~L~ Ohio in_ 1~81. 
with his stellar seventh- unit on the field. /~ . ---~ 0 .. ~1th Just under 
inning stop. "To help save it but St. Clairsville"s , • 1 t ~ 5 minutes to go. 
means more to me." Logan Cook had ~l \ ' ,.: -:-/2 ·t Poboli~h_ opte~ for 

Joaquin Benoit relieved his kick blocked ~);--~~ an on-side kick. 
Davis (8-9) with one out after a bull rush up ~L.~UID" which didn't pan 
and the Rays leading 4-2. the middle. out well at al l for 
Cleveland got runners to ··we didn"t play well.'' Ohio. 
second and third with two Pobolish said. ··11 was a jail break kick 
outs when Carlos Santana --we seemed as if we did- and we missed the ball." 
hit a sharp line dr ive past n't have the sense o f Pobolish said. 
first. Brignac. playing about urgency I had hoped we"d --1 thought we were pre-
20 feet on the grass in sho11 have. We had some drops. pared going m. but maybe 
right on a shift. made a d_iv- bad snaps. penalties and we weren't as prepared a~ I 
ing stop toward the foul hne just couldn"t get into a thought. but it's a football 
on the ball's first bounce. rhythm:· game and you've got to 
scrambled to his feet and West Virginia - which fight , be in ~hape and get 
threw out the rookie to end mis~ed a 54-yard field goal after it."" 
the threat. midway through the third We~t Virginia erased any 

"How about that?"" quarter - finally bro~e doubt when it ~ook over at 
Maddon said. "A •lot of that into the end zone on a bnef the 40-yard ltne and ran 
has to do· with our advance two-play drive. five qraight plays before 
scouts. Dierkes wa~ picked off hitting the end zone with 

"We don·1 know Santana. by Oak Glen·s Tyler Reed. John Marshall"s Steffan 
he's been in the league who raced it back 28 yards Varner from a yard out. 
what. three weeks? to the Buckeyes· 9. Brooke"s Cotey Wallace 
Normally. you don't move On back-to-back plays . came up big time and time 
for a young guy. but our Bruney called on South's agarn on the ground_ in 
scouts gave us a good bruising fullback Hunter Bruney·s system. During 
report.'" Ferguson who plunged in the game-~ealing drive. he 

The Rays took two of from 3-yards out. giving the picked up I 3 yards o~f 
three in the series to Mountaineers thei_r first tackle and during the prevI­
improve the majors· best lead in the OVAC game ous West Virginia scoring 
road record to 33-18. They since 2007. Molinari was drive. he had a 17-yard 
had lost I 8 in a row at again true on the kick. rush. which put hi~ team in 
Progressive Field since From there. the West busines~. 
2005 before winning Virginia defense took over. "'We came in as the 
Saturday. ··Our defense played underdog. but all week we 

''We had bad vibes here. great:· Bruney .!>aid. were prac_ticing hard."" 
but I like the way we came "We just made plays all Wallace said. "'We played 
back." Maddon said. over the field. We won the as a team and we had less 
.. Amazing how the mood turnover battle. which is mistakes. All week we said. 
changes with one win. but always big... ·we will w~n:~· . . . 
we·ve actually been playing The Mountaineer:. forced West V1rgin1a f1mshed 
very well.'" another three-and out a), the game with just 167 

Tampa Bay scored five or they continued their take yards of total offense. 
more runs six times in going over of the line of scrim- which was 70 fewer than 
5-4 on a trip to New York. magc. Ohio. 
Baltimore and Cleveland. Gaining possession at its Smith led Ohio's passing 
• Cleveland designated hit- 46. West Virginia ran eight game with I 0-of-21 for 
terTravisHafncr~went4for of nint: plays before 1I4yards.' UnionLocal's 
4. but the Indians were only Ferguson plunged in from a Brandon Nicholes caught 
I for 9 with runners in scor- yard out to put the four bal l s for 3 7 yards . 
ing position - making Mountaineers up by a Buckeye Loca l ·s Bobby 
them I for 26 over four sceminglv comfortable 17- Spence had three receptions 
games. 7 marg~1~ for 42 yards. 

··J've been able to make a Ohio wasn't done just yet Dierkes was the leading 
mechanical change since the however. rusher in the game with 64 
break and it seems that"s "I didn"t care if (Ohio) yards and a touchdown on 
going pretty well."" said scored. but I just didn "t 13 rushes. 
Hafner. who has hit .455 want them to score too StaskeY can be reached at 
over his past six games. quickly:· Bruney said. ,\.'<l{L<tey@ti,11L''ikniemnJiJ¥:.cm1 

eeruney-------------
Continued from Page B1 

Since he 's ·been on both sides, Bruney"s 
a perfect guy to ask abo~t the format of ihe 
game. which draws the ire of many during 
the weeks leading up to and after the game. 

··Next year . {West Virginia) gets 
Morgantown and University in the mix. so 
we· JI have a lot more guys to choose 
from:· Bruney said. "'I think we can keep 
thi s rivalry going for a long time and 
there"s no need to change anything to a 
north vs. south or anything else. It should 
be Ohio vs. West Virginia and come play 
in July:· . 

If Bruney sticks with tradition. his cell 
phone bill could be quite large on July 25. 
201 I. 

You see. Bruney still tries to call his 
then head coach Jay Circosta on Aug. I 
each year since that"s when the gan~e was 
held in 1981 . He·s got a lot of choices of 
guys to call on his 20 ! 0 Mountaineer 

Ohio people wrong:· said Brooke_ High's 
Cotey Wallace. ··we know theres good 
football played in West Virginia and we 
just proved it:· 

■ OHIO DEFENSIVE end Joe Rine 
who will go on to Wheeling Jesuit 
University as strictly a student in the fall 
- kept things in perspective inside the 

Buckeyes· lockerroom. 
··You ' ve oot to remember the whole 

point of this°garne is for charity ," Rine 
said. --No matter if you win or lose. the 
money is st i ll raised for the Shriner 
Hospital. Obviously . it would have been 
orcat to have won the game. but it was still 
great to be a part of this.·· 
■ SOME TACTFUL adjustments 

should be made to the Punt. Pass and Kick 
contesl. which gives a lucky fan an oppor­
tuni ty to win I OK between the first and 
second quarter. It would be tough for a 



-sweep of Pirates 
By PAUL LADEWSKI 
For The Times Leader 

PITTSBURGH The Pirates· clubhouse 
was not a good place to be late Sunday 
afternoon. 

After the San Diego Padres completed a 
three-game sweep at PNC Park. 6-3. veter­
an reliever Brendan Donnelly held court 
for the final time in front of hi~ locker. 
where teammates D.J. Carrasco. Javier 
Lopez. Evan Meek and Jeff Karstens had 
pulled up chairs in front of him. . 

At another corner moments earlier. 
rookie Brad Lincoln tried to explain his 
latest ineffective start. which would be his 
last in the major leagues for awhile. 

Donnelly was designated for as~ignmcnt 
for purposes of his release. while Lincoln 
was sent to Triple A Indianapolis to work 
on his delivery. Their roster spot~ will be 
filled on Tuesday. 

"I don't deserve to be here right now." 
Lincoln said. "I need to go (to the minor 
leagues) to work on things and get back to 
where I was before I got here. That's prob­
ably the best move for me. To continue to 
struggle is not good for me and it's not 
good for the team... . 

In 6 1/3 innings. Lincoln allowed six 

runs on eight hits and two walk!>. Five of 
the run~ ~cored in the third inning. when he 
allowed five hits. That included an Adrian 
Gonzalez home run with a runner on base. 

"He"ll be back here:· manager John 
Russell assured ... He has too good of stuff. 
The first time around wm, u learning expe­
rience for him. He should come back with 
a different outlook. He"ll know what will 
be expected or him ... 

In nine starts. Lincoln compiled a 1-4 
record and 6.57 earned run average. He 
allowed 64 hits and nine home runs in 50 
2/3 innings. 

Lincoln experienced a noticeable decline 
in velocity at limes. which he said was the 
result of his emphasis to throw strikes. He 
reported no health issue~. 

·'My head isn't in the rigtit place:· ~aid 
Lincoln. 25. who at lea-;t raised his batting 
average to .400 with two hih. "I think too 
much out there. I need to go someplace 
else and take care of it." 

"We :.till feel there are positive strides to 
beinf.! made. but we·re not where we need 
to be with him:· general manager Neal 
Huntington said. "We feel that it's best to 
get him back in the environment ~here he 
was border-line dmnrnant and get him back 
to the things that made him succe~sful." 
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hit a sharp line drive past 
first. Brignac. playing about 
20 feel on the grass in short 
right on a shift. made a div 
ing stop toward the foul line 
on the ball's fir<;t bounce. 
scrambled to his feet and 
threw out the rookie to end 
the threat. 

"How about that?"' 
Maddon said. "A lot of that 
has to do· with our advance 
scouts. 

"We don't know Santana. 
he"s been in the league 
what. three weeks'? 
Normally. you don't move 
for a young guy. but our 
scouts gave u ~ a good 
report." 

The Rays took two of 
three in the serie\ to 
improve the majors· best 
road record to 33-18. They 
had lost I 8 in a row al 
Progressive Field since 
2005 before winning 
Saturday. 

"We had bad vibes here. 
but I like the way we came 
back." Maddon said. 
"Amazing how the mood 
changes with one win. but 
we've actually been playing 
very well."' 

Tampa Bay scored five or 
more runs six times in going 
5-4 on a trip to New York. 
Baltimore and Cleveland. 

Cleveland designated hit­
ter Travis Hafner went 4 for 
4. but the Indians were only 
I for 9 with runners in scor­
ing position - making 
them 1 for 26 over four 
games. 

'Tve been able to make a 
mechanical change since the 
break and it seems that"s 
going pretty well." \aid 
Hafner. who has hit .455 
over his past six game,. 

~ Bruney 
Continued from Page B1 

nc :->t:CIIICU d~ II WC u1u­
n • t have the sem,e of 
urgency I had hoped we'd 
have. We had some drops. 
bad snaps. penalties and 
just couldn't get into a 
rhythm:· 

West Virginia - which 
missed a 54-yard field goal 
midway through the third 
quarter - finally broke 
mto the end zone on a brief 
two-play drive. 

Dierkes was picked off 
by Oak Glen·s Tyler Reed. 
who raced it back 28 yards 
10 the Buckeyes· 9. 

On back-to-back play:,. 
Bruney called on South"s 
bruising fullback Hunter 
Fergu<;on who plunged in 
from }-yards out. giving the 
Mountaineer., thei_r first 
lead in the OV AC game 
since 2007. Molmari was 
again true on the kick. 

From there. the We~t 
Virginia defense took over. 

"Our defense played 
great:· Bruney ~aid. 

"We just made plays all 
over the ricld. We won the 
turnover battle. which is 
always big." 

The Mountaineers forced 
another thrce~and-out as 
they continued their take 
over of the line of scrim­
mage. 

Gaining possession at its 
46. West Virginia ran eight 
of nine plays before 
Ferguson plunged in from a 
yard out to put the 
Mountaineer~ up by a 
seemingly comfortable I 7-
7 margin. 

Ohio wasn ·1 done ju-a yel 
however. 

"I didn"t care if (Ohio) 
scored. but I jul,t didn"t 
want them to score too 
quickly:· Bruney said. 

(.LIIU we 1111:,:,cu lHC ua.H. 

Pobolish said. 
·•1 thought we were pre­

pared goipg in. but maybe 
we weren t as prepared as I 
thought. but it's a football 
game and you·ve got to 
fight. be in shape and gel 
afler it."' 

West Virginia erased any 
doubt when it took over at 
the 40-yard line and ran 
five straight plays before 
hmmg the end zone with 
John Mar,hall 's Steffan 
Varner from a yard out. 

Brooke's Cotey Wallace 
came up big time and time 
again on the ground in 
B~runey·s system. During 
the game-sealing drive. he 
picked up 13 yards off 
tackle and during the previ­
ous West Virginia scoring 
drive. he had a I 7-yard 
ru,h. which put hi!> team in 
busine~s. 

"We came in as the 
underdog_ but all week we 
were practicing hard." 
Wallace said. "We played 
as a team and we had less 
mistakes. All week we said. 
·we will win:·· 

West Virginia finished 
the came with just l 67 
yarl~ of total offense. 
which was 70 fewer than 
Ohio. 

Smith led Ohio's passing 
game with I 0-of-21 for 
114 yard~. Union Local's 
Brandon Nicholes caught 
four balls for 37 yards. 
Buckeye Local"s Bobby 
Spence had three receptions 
for 42 yard~. 

Dierkes was the leading 
rusher in the game with 64 
yards and a touchdown on 
I 3 rushes. 

Srasker can be reached at 
\"WLViJ!':,@ril1r:sl«Kkm-Jinemn 

Since he's ·been on both sides. Bruney·s 
a perfect guy to ask about the format of the 
game. which drawl> the ire of many during 
the weeks leading up to and after the game. 

Ohio people wrong:· said Brooke High's 
Cotey Wallace. "We know there·~ good 
football played 111 West Virginia and we 
just proved it." 

■ OHIO DEFENSIVE end Joe Rme 
who will go on to Wheeling Jesuit 
University as strictly a student m the fall 
- kept things in perspective inside the 

Buckeyes· lockerroom. 

·'Next year. (West Virginia) gets 
Morgantown and Univer,1ty in the mix. so 
we'll have a lot more guys to choose 
from:· Bruney said. ··1 think we can keep 
this rivalry going for a long time and 
there·l, no need to change anything to a 
north vs. south or anything else. It should 
be Ohio vs. West Virginia and come play 
in July:· _ 

If Bruney sticks with tradition. his cell 
phone bill could be quite large on July 25. 
2011. 

You see. Bruney l>till tries to call his 
then head coach Jay Circosta on Aug. I 
each year since that"s when the game wal, 
held in 1981. He"s got a lot of choices of 
guys to <.:all on his 20 IO Mountaineer 
team. 

"We did it as a team:· said Brooke ' s 
Cotey Wallace. "We practiced that way al I 
week and that's how we played."' 

Something telb me. Bruney will be call­
ing guys from Madonna. Brooke and 
Parkersburg South yearly because the play 
ers repres~enti ng those schools sh i ncd 
brightly. 

••• While it's been a big summer for the 
Bruney·s. it's been a big year for Ohio 
head coach Ron Pobolish. He led his 
Panthers to their first-ever home playoff 
game. an OV AC and Buckeye 8 title dur­
ing his final season at the helm. He wa~ 
then honored earl ier this month at a huge 
surprise retirement party. 

It's thos e factors which won't get 
Poboli~h down despite the Buckeyes· set­
back. 

·Tve said all week. this game's not 
about me:· Pobolish ,aid. "I coached my 
final game against Canal rult~n Nor~hwcst 
(in the playoffs) and now I m going to 
smoke a few cigars. mow the grass and 
~pend time with my family ... 

SETH'S SCOOPS 
■ THE VICTORY for West Virginia i~ 

more than just a victory. It's all about win­
ning respect from their cross-river foes. 

"It feels good to_ come out and prove the 

"You· ve got to remember the whole 
point of this game is for charity:· Rine 
said. "No matter if you win or lose. the 
money is <;till raised for the Shriner 
Hospital. Obviously. it would ~ave be~n 
oreat to have won the game. but 1l was still 
great to be a part of this ... 

■ SOME TACTFUL adjustments 
should be made to the Punt. Pas~ and Kick 
contest. which gives a lucky fan an oppor­
tunitv to win 1 OK between the first and 
second quarter. It would be tough for a 
NFL player to accomplish the I 20-yard 
feat let a lone l>ome guy off the street. 
who·~ got a shade less than 48 hours to 
prepare. 
■ THE McDONALD'S OVAC Al l ­

Star Band once again rocked the halftime 
show. •Each year. it"s amazing that this 
band can arrive at West Liberty University 
on Wednesday and come together with a 
show like it put forth Sunday evening. It 
rocked the disco theme and once again 
deserves major kudo~. • 

■ THE ROY AL TY was once again 
crowned at halftime. John Marshall's 
Shelby Fankhauser was crowned 20 I 0 
Queen of Queens. She played the flute for 
her talent during last Friday's pageant. 
Locally. St. John Central"s Alexa Macri . -
who was brilliant singing Friday - fin­
ished as first runnerup. Bellaire·s Abbie 
Merryman wa, crowned Miss 
Congeniality. 

■ IT WAS nice to sec the standing ova­
tion given for the former all-starl> from the 
1953. 54 and 55. Ifs great to see so many 
of those players return to their roots and 
take part in the honor given Sunday 
evening. If we' re around. it'll be interest­
ing to see how many of the 20 IO stars 
return in ~ome 60 odd years. 

Staskev can be reached al 
sstaskey@iimesleadero11li11e.com 
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OVAC All-Stars continue 
preparations for the game 

Jeff Harrison/The Daily Jeffersonian 
The Ohio All-Stars continued preparing for the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic slated 
Sunday at Wheeling Island Stadium during workouts at West Liberty University. Scenes from the camp include (top left) 
Cambridge's Zac Wojciechowski (75) and the other offensive linemen taking a break while receiving a few words from assis­
tant coach Nate Skrzypek; (top right) Cambridge's Tyler Hardesty discussing a defensive setup with assistant coach Phil 
Pest; (bottom left), Shenandoah's Wes Rataiczak (8) and Barnesville's Dalton Smith (16) lining up against one-another; and 
(bottom right) Meadowbrook's Josh Riggans talking with assistant coach Andy Weiss. Sunday's game kicks off at 7:15 p.m. 

Our Opinion 

Night of Stars 
IT IS said that footbal I is king in 

the Ohio Valley. Thal being the case. 
his royal gridness ascends his throne 
tonight at the 65th annual Rudy 
Mun1ley OV AC All-Star Charity 
Foolball Classic. 

Prep stars from Ohio and West 
Virginia will .vie al Wheeling Island 
Stadium. climaxing a week of 
pageantry and camaraderie. The game 
is one of the features of the summer 
season and marks the official kicoff 
of the high school football for 2010. 

The players have been put through 
a rigorous practice schedule in 
oppressive weather conditions. 
Despite the abbreviated preparation 
lime. we are certain Coach Ron 
Pobolish (Ohio) and Co ach Tom 
Bruney (West Virginia) will have 
their respective team~ primed to per­
form at peak levels. 

We wish both sides lhe bes! of luck 
and we are rooting for an injury-free 
conte~t. 

The game . however. is just one 
piece of a sparkling pigskin puzzle. 
The Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Siar 
Charity Football Classic has often 
been termed an extravaganza. 

We believe thal i~ truly the case. 
The football b accentuated by a 

myriad of evenls and activities. 

The McDonald's All-Star Band 
brings together more than 200 local 
prep musicians. In just a few days of 
practice. they blend their talents into a 
magnificent musical machine. 

Nearly two dozen young fadies add 
beauty and grace to the festivities as 
they compete for the right to be 
crowned Queen of Queens at halftime 
of tonighl's game. 

Leading the cheers will be some of 
the best cheerleaders in the confer­
ence as some 20 spirit-generators 
from both sides of the river will be 
spurring on the players and crowd. 

Not to be forgotten are participants 
from years' past. A I 0-year reunion 
for the game's participants in 2000 
will be held while all-stars from the 
games in 1953. '54 and '55 will also 
be recognized. 

Game director Bob Koch and his 
slaff leave no stone unturned in put­
ting on a gala affair. 

We lip our helmets to all those who 
help make the Rudy Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Charity Football Classic just 
!hat -- a classic. 

As a result. th ere are no losers 
tonight. Everyone involved is a win­
ner. especially charily. which has 
realized more than $800.000 from 
past games. 

OV AC Game Officials, 
Sponsors Praised 

Editor News-Register: 
On behalf of the I 9 5 3-54-5 5 roolb~II 

All-Star team members. I am takmg this 
o ortunity to commend the OV AC com­
Jftee, sponsors. and pa~icularly T~omas 
Rataiczak and Ronald Mt!lt:r_for the1~ out­
standing details to the act1v1t1es held IJ:1 
honor of the team members that were m 
attendance at the All-Star GCamEePT. fJ~t for 
spectacular ALL-ST AR RE 
the teams that participated 55 plus years 
ago. OUR SINCERE ORA TIT~~rT.Hub~r 

Jefferson Union, 1955 
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W.Va. wins 
OVAC tilt 
OVAC from page B-1 

"We had a couple of drops 
early in the game and couldn't 
get into any rhythm throwing 
it or running it,'' the Buckeye 
boss added. "Today the best 
team won. so hats off to West 
Virginia and Coach Bruney and 
his staff.'' 

Ohio broke on top early in 
the second quarter by putting 
together an eight-play, 57-yard 
touchdown drive. Three com­
pletions by Dierkes an a 17-yard 
scramble set up a 10-yard TD 
run by the ex-Seminole QB, 
with Cook adding the PAT kick 
for a 7-0 Ohio lead at the 11 :07 
mark of the second quarter. 

West Virginia countered with 
a to-play series which stalled 
at the Ohio 30, leading to a 
booming 47-yard field goal by 
Molinari which pared the lead 
to 7-3 with 5: 14 left in the first 
half. 

The Buckeyes had another 
scoring chance late in the half, 
moving from their 36 to the 
West Virginia seven before a bad 
snap forced a 32-yard field goal 
try by Cook that was blocked: 

West Virginia finished with 
a net of 145 offensive yards, 
including IOI rushing and 44 
passing. Wallace accounted for 
a good portion of the yards. 
rushing 13 times for 65 yards 
and completing 7-of-9 passes. 

Ohio·~ o ffensive output 
included 149 through the air 
and 90 on the ground for a 
total of 239. Smith completed 
I O-of-2 I aerials for 113 yards 
after entering the fray late 
while Dierkes was 5-of-12 for 
36 yards. Dierkes rushed 13 
times for 59 yards and Tyler 
Hardesty (Cambridge) chipped 
in four rushes for 18 yards in the 
early-going. Brandon Nicholes 
(Union Local) had four catches 
for 38 yards and Bobby Spence 
(Buckeye Local) caught three 
for 41 stripes. 

Bruney, who had kicked the 
winning field goal for Ohio 
representing his alma mater. 
Maf(ins Ferry. back in 1981. 
said the entire experience was 
a memorable one made even 
moreso by the victory. 

"It was a tremendous experi­
ence." he related. "When you 
put that much time in. you want 
to win so you don't go away 
with a sour taste. Now we've got 
364 days where West Virginia 
rules.'' 

In addition to Cambridge's 
Hardesty and Bamesville' s 
Smith, the local area was rep­
resented by offensive guard Zac 
Wojciechowski of Cambridge, 
outside linebacker Josh Riggans 
of Meadowbrook and wide 
receiver-outside linebacker Wes 
Rataizak of Shenandoah. 

At halftime. John Marshall's 
Shelby Fankhauser was crowned 
the 2010 Queen of Queens. The 
rest of the court included Alexa 
Macri of St. John Central (first 
runner-up). Timothi Williams 
of Brooke (second runner-up), 
Jessica Bailey of Wheeling 
Central ( third runner-up), Gabbi 
Davis of Indian Creek (fourth 
runner-up) and Abbie Merryman 
of Bellaire (Miss Congeniality). 
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Bruney pleased to be 
bringing assistants 

By SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

West Virginia head coach 
Tom Bruney knew what he 
was looking for when he 
picked his roster for the July 
25th Rudy Mumley OVAC 
All-Star Charity Football 
Cla,,ic. 

He also knew what he wa~ 
loo!.. ing for when he was 
picking-a coaching staff for 
the Mountaineers to take on 
Ohio. 

"We had quite the experi­
ence at Brooke last year,·· 
Bruney said. ··we·re coming 
down to the all-star game 
with some coaches who've 
been with u,. ~ome new 

OVAC All-Star Football 

coaches who we've recently 
hired and some holdovers 
from last year.·· 

Joining Bruney on the West 
Virginia sideline at Wheeling 
Island Stadium next month 
and during camp at West Lib­
erty University are Paul Julio. 
Frank Sisinni. Troy Fetty. 
Scott Joseph and Stuart 
Goldstein. 

Here's a capsule look at the 
West Virginia coaching staff: 

TOM BRUNEY - The 
Bruins head coach played for 
the Buckeye State in 1981. 
but now he's going to try to 
do all he can to knock off the 
Ohio squad. 

See COACHES. Page 24 

Wednesday, June 30, 201 0 

Coaches--------
(Continued from Page 17) 

Bruney\ been a football coach for 25 
years. but it took only one season to 
recreate the magic of Brooke football 
after he guided the Bruins to a I 0-0 reg­
ular ~eason and an eventual spot in the 
We,I Virginia Cla~~ AAA trtle game 
where they fell to South Charle~ton: 

Prior to arriving at Brooke. Bruney 
ha~ made several coaching stops. He 
was an assistant at his alma mater. Mar­
tins Ferry. for five year~. He·~ also 
coached at the University of Toledo. 
West Liberty State College and Mary­
vale High School in Arizona. He later 
became-the head coach of Maryvale. 
which is located near Phoenix. for 12 
year~. He was the head coach for one 
~eason al both Astabula Lakeside and 
Maple Heights m Ohio. 

He was named The Intelligencer 
Coach of the Year and WTOY-TV 
Coach of the Year las! season. and was 
a finalist for OVAC Coach of the Year. 

Other accolades on Bruney·s resume 
include six-time Regional Coach of the 
Year in Arizona and five-time regional 
champions in Arizona. -

Bruney. who earned his bachelor's 
degree from Ohio University and M.A. 
from Ohio Wesleyan. owns a career 
record of I I 4-5 1. 

Tom and his wife. Shannon. have four 
children. Samantha ( I 7)". Zack f 16). 
Niko f I I) and Rocco ( 7). 

PAUL JULIO - This veteran Bruins 
coach has been on the staff at his alma 
mater for 16 years. 

Julio was a member of the 1985 state 
i:hampion Bruins squa<l and also their 
1986 team. which finished as slate run­
nerup. 

Paul then played four years of foot­
ball at West Liberty SI!1te College where 
he eventually earned his degrc::e. 

Along with football. Julio also serves 
on the Bruins· track coaching staff. 

Paul has three children.-Carli Julio 
(9) Jackson Julio ( 4) and Alex Martin 
( 19). 

FRANK SISINNI - This former 
Bruin played on the Brooke that won the 
1987 Class AAA state championship 
and finished ranked in the top 25 of the 
USA Today poll. 

He began coachin" shortly after fin­
ishing his degree at fairmonl State Uni­
ver~ity. He·s-been a coach for 13 years. 
including the last four back al his alma 
mater. H~e·s also coached at Steubenville 
Hirrh. 

Sisinni. who is currently the Brooke 
ba~eball coach. has also coached basket­
ball during his career. 

TROY FETTY - This former Buck­
eye Local Panther is about to embark on 
his first football season working under 
Bruney at Brooke. 

He's spent six years coaching football 
with a ~tint as defensive coordinator al 
Weir and has worked with. ironically 
enough. Ohio head coach Ron Pobolish 
at Buckeye Local. 

Along with his football duties. Fetty 
also coaches wrestling at Indian Creek 
and was named 200-6 OV AC Junior 
High Coach of the Year. 

Fetty attended Ohio University and 
currently resides in Tiltonsville. 

SCOTT JOSEPH - This former Pur­
ple Rider worked under Bruney last sea­
son and will return for another one. 

Joseph graduated from Martins Ferry 
in 1990 and then went on to play four 
years at Ashlan<l where he earned his 
degree. Along with football. Joseph has 
also coached track and field. 

STUART GOLDSTEIN - This 
longtime Bruney friend is about to enter 
his first season as a Bruins assistant. 

Goldstein moved to !he area from 
Arizona where he and Bruney became 
close. He was a head coach for nine 
years in Arizona. He worked for three 
years each at Phoenix North. Phoenix 
Carl Hayden and Scottsdale Saguaro. 

All told. Goldstein has 2 3 years in the 
sport of football. He'<; also coached 
track and wre\tling. 

Goldstein own:. a bachelor's degree 
from Arizona State Univer\ity. 
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OVAC rosters set 
• All-Stars from Ohio and West Virginia chosen for July 25th game 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times leader Sports Edrtor 

each coach the nominations of players and 
the tough part was under way. 

Or was it? 
Earning the right to coach in the Ohio .. Actually. it was easy at first because 

Val l ey Athletic Conference All-Star we picked a team we thought we could 
Football Game is probably the easy part wm (the game) with:· Bruney said ... But. 
of the equation ,;urrounding th~e ~ then the orioinal roster we ~ubmitted 
annual Rudy Mumley Charity ~Vjl)~ was ~ent back to us and we were 
Football Cl_as~ic_. . -:.-~~\ asked to represent as many schools 

West VJrgm1a s Tom Bruney ~r ~ as we could. so we made the 
and Ohio's Ron Pobolish both ~ -, ;~/ chan2es and we feel we've still got 
earned their way to the Sunday. ·~..,.,- ~~'I a good team we can compete 
July 25th contest ..it Wheeling '¥f~dG_UJJJ~ with." _ 
Island Stadium thanks to brilliant Pobol1sh. meanwhile. used the down­
seasons at Brooke and Buckeye Local. time he had after undergoing hip replace­
respectively. ment surgery to sit down with his ~ssem-

However. ~hortly after the first of the bled coaching staff to choose who d rep-
year. game director Bob Koch handed ~ 

resent the Buckeyes. 
.. We took the reccomendations of the 

coaches and tried to fill our needs as best 
we could with what we were offered," 
Pobolish said ... I've been around this 
game a lot of times and people always 
want to think Ohio is the favorite. but 
you've got to have the right combination 
of kids to be successful." 

Bruney. like Pobolish. has been a part 
of several OV AC Games. including as a 
player in 1981 when he was a member of 
the Buckeye State and helped earn then 
Woodsfield High head coach Jay Circosta 
his first victory in the annual bi-state 
clash. 

See, OVAC, Page C3 

------------------

e OVAC----------------
Continued from Page C1 

"When I see the guys I played with 
a~ter all these years we ·re still hug­
ging each other and catching up 
because you make friends for a life­
time:· Bruney :-aid. 'The experience 
of the game is a great thing for the 
kids and coaches. but vou know when 
yo.u go. you go into it looking to 
win:· 

when we get there. but we've got to 
evaluate well and find the right pieces 
to fit. Because. when we get to camp. 
we're going to have guys who can 
adapt to different positions.·· 

Both coaches have dealt with sev­
eral roster changes ~ince they first 
~ubmitted their picb to Koch and the 
OVAC. 

Burress (Mar1111s Ferry), Seth Callarik (St 
Clairsville), Logan Cook (St. Clairsville), Jamey 
DeVaul (Steubenville). Derek-London Dierkes 
(Monroe Central). Tyler Hardesty (Cambridge), 
J.J Jntorre (Beaver Local), Cody Kaiser 
(Hamson Central), Dylan Kimble (Shadyside) 
Nate Maleski (Bridgeport). Jake Mallernee 
tHamson Central) . Jarod Mellinger 
(Beallsv lie). Brandon Nicholes (Union Local). 
Devon Parson ~Martins Ferry). Scott Peach 
(Edison) Rylan Pyc1ak (Buckeye Local). Wes 
Rata1czak (Shenandoah), Marco R1cchett1 
(Martins Ferry), Josh Riggans (Meadowbrook), 
Joe Rine (Buckeye Local). Dalton Smith 
(Barnesville), Bobby Spence (Buckeye Local), 
Dorian Thomas (Indian Creek), Seth Todd 
(C_ald_well). Michael Wayt (Indian C_reek). Trey 
Wrgg,ns (Steubenv,tle) and Zac Woiciechowski 
(Cambridge). 

West Virginia·s not had much suc­
cess of late in the game. finding itself 
on the short end of several decisive 
d_ecisions. of late. During those lop­
sided affairs. the Buckeyes are usual­
ly able to blow things up on the line 
of scrimmage. which Bruney 
observed as wel I. 

"We tried to pick as balanced a 
team as we could. but the first guys 
we went looking for were linemen:· 
Bruney said. "We feel the key for us 
is pulling together good lines ... 

While Bru_ney was looking at line­
men. Pobolish and his staff found 
quarterbacks a plenty. but names like 
Dwight Macon of Steubenville and 
Dylan Potts of River wererft avail­
able due to their Division I college 
careers. 

"We're going to have to do a lot of 
evaluating (in camp)." Pobolish said. 
"We're not going to do much hming 

"We went after some kids from 
Zanesville and Wellsville and places 
like that. but for different reasons 
those kids decided not to play," 
Pobolish said. "Obviously. there are 
some guys we·d like to have on our 
team. but we feel good about who 
we· ve picked." 

Bruney was in the same boat even 
after he had his original roster 
returned. 

··we·ve had kids in other games. 
or they're a little bit injured or unable 
to play due to their college commit­
ments:· Bruney said. "None of the 
reasons were bad by any means. but 
we·ve got a lot of two-way players 
and they'll all fit into the puzzle 
somewhere.·· 

The complete 2010 Ohio OVAC All-Star 
Game roster looks like this: Tyler Arigon 
(Union Local). Jordan Banks (Steubenville). 
Brandon Bartrug (Buckeye Local}, Mickey 
Bednar (Steubenvil e Central), Bobby Bennett 
(Bellaire), Shaun Berry tZanesv lie), Jordan 

The complete West Virginia roster includes: 
Seth Barnhart (Oak Glen), Stingray Sates 
(Magnolia). Jared Blatt (Magnolia), Lou Comis 
(Madonna), Hunter Ferguson (Parkersburg 
South), Marcus George (Wheeling Park), Alex 
Gompers (Wheeling Central), Devin Harrison 
(John Marshall). Zach Hood (Wheel ing 
Central),_ T.J. Howa.rd (Weir). Andy Huggins 
(Magnolia), Dom1n1que Jenkins (Wheeling 
Park), Mike Koscevic (Brooke). Craig Kuhar 
(Linsly). Jake Lilly (Brooke). Mikey Lough 
(Wheeling Park). Christian McGaughey 
(Madonna). Michael Molinar, (Parkersburg 
South). Nick Nero (Madonna). Max Nogay 
(Madonna) Tyler Reed (Oak Glen). Sam 
Robinson (John Marshall), Cody Scott (Valley). 
Kyle Sims (Brooke), Ryan Small (Parkersburg 
Soulh). Jordan Sorge (Wheeling Central}, Nate 
Taylor (Tyler). Stefan Varner (John Marshall), 
Cotey Waflace {Brooke), Jordan West 
!Whee 1ng CentraO, Gr iffen Yocum (John 
Marshall). 

Stasker can he reached at 
sstaske,·@iimesleaderonline.com 
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------65th Annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Classic------

T•L. Photo/KIM NORTH 

PICTURED ARE wide receivers and defensive backs for Sunday's 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity 
Football Classic. Front row, from left, are Trey Wiggins (Steubenville), Bobby Spence (Buckeye Local) and Seth Callarik 
(St. Clairsville). Back row, from left, are Michael Wayt (Indian Creek), Dylan Kimble (Shadyside), Wes Rataiczak 
(Shenandoah) arid Brandon Nicholes (Union Local). Additional images may be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 

Something's got to give 
• Ohio secondary and W. Va. passing game expect to clash often 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

West Virginia head coach Tom Bruney 
doesn't hide the fact that he likes to throw 
the football. 

Hi~ spread attack powered Brooke High 
to a 13-game winning :-.treak and a spot in 
the We~t Virginia Super Six last 
December. 

Irll be Ohio's defensive job to slow that 
attack down and it could be tough espe­
cially when you figure Bruney brought his 
quarterback Cotey Wallace along for the 
week atter the record-~etting campaign he 
had for the Bruin\ la~t season. 

--we know what kind of athletes Ohio 
ha:-. over there." Bruney ~aid . ··we also 
know that we·re not :-.upposed to win this 

""""' , ... ~ 0 Huntmgton 
game. Wherever you go. whether it's 
Kroger or to Sheetz or in the media. wc·re 
not suppo~ed to win this game. but we're 
going to go out and work hard all week to 
win the game." 

Wallace - who ran for more than 
I . l 00 yards and pa~~ed for more than 

2.100 yard~ - has been surrounded by 
plenty of weapons and an offensive line 
which is big and athletic. 

.. , don ·1 know a lot about their team. but 
every year in this game (Ohio) i~ big . 
strong and fast:· Wallace said . .. It should 
be fun and l am expecting a really compet­
itive game:· 

Wallace and Oak Glen's Seth Barnhart 
- who Bruney Im-; been impressed with 
through the early practices this week -
are ticketed to see most of the snap~ for 
the Mountaineers during Sunday 's 65th 
,mnual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Charity Football Cla-.~ic at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

.. , know the offcn:-.c and I am letting the 
other quarterbacb get more reps betause 

See, OVAC, Page B2 ~ 

MCG reW 
reflects on 
1-955 g~me 
• Classes of '53 and 
'54 also to be honored 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Dan McGrew has been a part of foot­
ball on all levels. 

The Martins Ferry High School grad­
uate played at Purdue University and 
then professionaly before entering the 
coaching realm. 

However, some of his fondest memo­
ries stem from two July weeks in I 955. 

"Playing in thb game was the big 
thing back then Ii ke I am sure it is 
toda y .·· 
McGrew said. 
"It was an 
honor to be 
picked because 
we only had 25 
players on the 
roster." 

McGrew and 
18 of his team­
mates al ong 
with the West 
Virginia squad 
as well as play 
ers in the 1953 
and 1954 
OVAC All-
Star Games 
will be recog­
nized during 
the first quarter 

'Playing in 
this game 
was the big 
thing back 
then like I 
am sure it is 
today.' 

-Dan 
McGrew 

of Sunday·s --------
65th annual 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity 
Football Classic as the conference con­
tinue~ to recognize and pay homage to 
its rich football historv. 

"It's nice to be able to get together 
and see people you've not seen in a 
long time." McGrew said. 

McGrew and several of hi:.. team­
mate!. and opponents spent the better 
part of an hour beginning to reminisce 
over lunch inside of We~Banco Arena 
Tuesday afternoon as they received 
instructions about Sunday's game. 

--1 don't know who all is planning on 
coming back. but I am excited to :..ee 
whoever dec i des to come back.'' 
McGrew said. •• 

Earlier in the summer of I 955. 
McGrew was honored to take part in the 
Ohio North-South All-Star Game. but it 
had nothing .on what he experienced as 
part of the OV AC contest 

"To me there was no comparison in 
the two games." McGrew said. "It was 
good because there were good players 
from all over the state. but there wasn't 

See, MCGREW, Page 82 
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Does Armstrong still have shot at Tour stage win? ~ 
PAU. France (AP) - Lance Armstrong 

came oh-so-close to the Tour de France 
stage win he's been yearning for in his tinal 
appearance. and one could still come with 
four racing days left. 

The seven-time Tour champion ruled 
himself out of contention IO days ago alter 
struggling in the first Alpine challenge. and 
he's looking forward to retirement when the 
race ends in Paris on Sunday. 

But Annstrong's coach says the American 
could win a stage. 

.. It's not yet finished ... -;aid Johan 
Bruyneel. manager of Armstrong's 
RadioShack team and the man who coached 
him during all his victories from 1 999 to 
2005. 

"There's a single (mountain) stage left un 
Thursday ... we're going to try again,'' said 
Bruyneel. who also has coached the winner 
in nine of the last I I Tours - including 
Spaniard Alberto Contador in 2007 and 
2009. • 

Heading into the final rest day on 
Wedne~day. Armstrong finished a 

respectable - even impressive - sixth in 
Stage 16 on Tuesday by keeping up with 
and at times leading a breakaway bunch that 
got out early in the I 24-mile trek up four 
nasty Pyrenean peaks. 

Tuesday·s stage. which featured a 40-
mile ride down from the A~p111 pass. wasn't 
suited for a possible 1\11nstrong win as long 
as he wa~ surrounded by other - and most­
ly younger - rider~. 

After a plodding day of climbs. his 38-
year-old legs weren't ready to baule the final 
bunch sprint won by J:rancc ·., Pierrick 
fedrigo. 

"It wm, full-gas all day:· said Annstrong. 
"It's ~en awhile since I sprinted ... Just not 
quick enough. rm not the best guy in the 
race but I still have the spirit of a fighter." 

The main race contenders. including over­
all leader Contador and his closest rival. 
Andy Schleck of Luxembourg. trailed deep 
in the main pack that crossed nearly 7 min­
utes after Annstrong's breakaway band. 

Because the Texan was over 40 minutes 
back of Contador a~ the stage began. and 

none of the other·s who sprinted ahead were 
in close range. the Spaniard. and his biggest 
challengers didn't lay chase. 

Armstrong·s now 33:46 back. in 25th 
place - up from 31st. 

Tuesday·s trek began along two tough 
Pyrenean climbs - one right from the start. 
when Armstrong joined an attack - and 
then up two even harder ones: the Tounnalet 
and Aubi.,que pas1.es. 

On paper. it was the hardest day on the 
Tour this year. 

But in terms of consequence for the race 
victory. Thursday's last of four stages in the 
mountains straddling the French-Spanish 
border is likely to be the most important. It 
features an uphill finish up the Tounnalet -
one almost certain to sift out the potential 
winners from the losers. 

Schleck. who has promised "revenge .. 
after Contador swiped the yellow jersey on 
Monday in Day 2 in the Pyrenees. knows 
he'll have to make his move to emse his 8-
second deficit and hopefully gain time on 
Contador. 

With a mostly flat stage Friday that isn·t 
likely to alter the standing),. Saturday's 
penult11nate stage is a 32.3-mile time trial 
- a discipline Contador excels in. 

Within striking distance ol the lead. but 
more likely just battling for a podium spot. 
are Samuel Sanchez of Spain in third. 2 min­
ute, behind his compatriot. and Denis 
Menchov of Russia - 2: 13 back in fourth. 

Contador ran afoul of Schleck and many 
fans on Monday by not waiting when the 
Luxembourg rider had a mechanical glitch 
- his chain came off - in the last climb of 
Stage I 5. Some called it a breach of cycling 
etiquette. 
• The defending champion. who's looking 
for his third Tour win in four years. said he 
and Schleck - whom Contador calls a 
friend and competitor - were able to patch 
things up in the ride Tuesday after Contador 
apologized on YouTube. 

.. We used the day to talk and we have 
already arranged everything:· Contador said. 
.. Both of us did not want to see our friend­
ship broken by what happened yesterday ... 

e DL----------------- • McGrew------
Continued from Page B 1 

OK. but they didn't give me a 
chance." 

Nippert. who never lost conscious­
nes!-., was taken to a local ho-.pital for 
a precautionary CT scan. but wa1. 
back at the team hotel before the 
Rangers won the 14 inning game at 
11:58 p.m .. 

"They told me that all the tests 
were normal - 1 don·t have a con­
cussion. just some bruises and a 
lump:· he said. "J don ·t even really 
have a headache. The only thing is 
that I get dizzy when I !-.land up. ·and 
they said that was normal and would 
go away in a day or two ... 

One of the happiest people with the 
outcome was Jackson. who visited 
Nippert in the Texas clubhouse before 

Tuesday's game. He ended up on sec­
ond base after the ball ri1.:ocheted off 
Nippert's head and into shallow left 
field for a double. 

"It is part of the game. but you 
never want to sec that happen." 
Jackson said Monday ni ght. " It's 
weird. becau~e you want to ~top and 
check on him. but you have to keep 
running:· 

Despite Nippert's relatively mild 
injuries. he didn't disagree with the 
team's decision to put him on the 15-
day disabled list. 

.. This isn ·1 like havinJ.? a ,;ore elbow 
or shoulder - this is 111y brain we ·re 
talking about:· he ~aid. "I don-I have 
a problem with takmg things slowly ... 

The Rangers were 1on:cd into the 

move because they used seven pitch­
ers Monday. 

.. We needed some help in the 
bullpen. and they told us that Dustin 
should probably take four or five days 
off. so we decided to do the smart 
thing and be extremely cautious with 
him." Rangers manager Ron 
Washington said. 

Texas recalled reliever Doug 
Mathis from Triple-A Oklahoma City 
to replace Nippert. Mathis. who is 1-1 
with a 6.98 ERA this season for the 
Rangers. is capable of pitching multi­
ple innings . 

"We need someone who can °o 
long right now. and Mathis can do 
that.'' Washington said. 

e OVAC---------------
Continued from Page 81 

it's all a refresher for me 
and it's always nice when 
you·ve got an all -star line 
and all -star receivers ... 
Wallace said. "That should 
definitely make it better." 

What they'll be looking 
at across from them is a 
Buckeyes· defense. which 
features a secondary which 
could be one of the ,best 

ever as!-.embled in the 
OVAC game. 

When Wallace and 
Barnhart are sitring in the 
pocket surveying the field. 
they'll be seeing the likes 
of Robby Spence of 
Buckeye Local. Seth 
Callarik of St. Clairsville. 
Marco Ricchetti of Martins 
Ferry_ Indian Creek-s 

HAZLETT LAW OFFICES 
George Hulett Tom Hazlett 

DEBT RELIEF • Ohio & West Virginia 

STEUBENVILLE OFFICE NOW OPEN 
(740) 346-0627 

WHEELING OFFICE (304) 242-2410 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE OFFICE (740) 695•9202 

CHAPTER 7 & 13 • PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE 
This law firm has been des1gnateu as a debt relief agency. 
helping people file for relief unuer the Bankruptcy Code 

Michael Wayt and po~sibly 
Dalton Smith of 
Barnesville. 

A 11 told. they combined 
for some 30 interceptions 
and three of those were 
pick sixes. 

--we· ve 1!0t a heck of a 
crew:· Spence. a two-time 
Division Ill all -Ohio defen­
siw back. said. " We really 
racked up the picks during 
the season and we were 
talking about it earlier in 
the week about the seasons 
we had.'' 

Callarik who is 
expected to line up at cor­
nerback during Sunday's 
1!amc - had seven of 
those interceptions himself 
for the Red Devils last year 
and took one back for six 
again,t Buckeye Local in 
week two. 

.. wc·ve pretty much got 

It's mare than the miles 

the passing game covered." 
Callarik said. " I am pretty 
sure they'll try to throw and 
catch us off guard because 
of who we have we might 
think they"ll try to run it 
more. but we'll be ready." 

Spence - who did a lit­
tle bit of everything for 
Ohio head coach Ron 
Pobolish at Buckeye -
isn 't exactly sure what the 
Buckeyes will see from the 
Mountaineer)> . but it's not 
tough to figure out what 
he·s expecting. 

.. We'll have to wait and 
see what they do. but we·re 
sure hopi·ng they try to 
throw it a little bit." Spence 
said. " We ·11 be ready.'' 

Staskev can be reached 
at .vstasker@ti111esleadero11-
li11e.com • 

C1■a ba part al ana Iha 1r11·1 lar1111t events 
1\.1' ... ~~la~r»burg a ... A _._.t.!: ........ f 

Continued from Page B 1 

any kind of atmosphere to it. This was the game you want­
ed to play in then. and I am guessing it's like that today ... 

McGrew played for the late Whitey Magyar. who wa! 
the coach at Shadyside at the time. Also on the coaching 
staff was Rudy Mumley. for whom the game is current!) 
named and Jack Berger. 

A bizarre occurence happened that year. 
.. We were scheduled to play Saturday night and it go1 

rained out ... McGrew recalled. "So. we had to come back 
and play on Monday night. bUI that didn ' t deter the crowc 
at all." 

After two tough weeks of camp. the players and coach-
es were sent home until the game Monday evening. • 

.. We j ust came back in time for the game ready to play.' 
McGrew said. 

Ironically. the next time that occurred wa~ 1964 anc 
McGrew was the head coach of the Ohio squad that sea: 
son. 

.. It's just the way things work out I gue~s:· McGrev. 
relayed. ·-1 told my players about it and we handled i t basi­
cally the same way.-· 

Calling the game .. part of the maturation process.' 
McGrew went on fo play collegiately and then proles­
sional ly for the Wheeling lronmcn a~ well as the 
Buffalo Bills. Denver Broncos and Detroit Lions in the 
NFL before coming back to the Ohio Valley to coach a1 
the likes of Meadowbrook. St. John Central and Wei1 
High. 

During that time. McGrew·s seen a lot of players. ideas. 
plays and other aspects come and go. 

However. McGrew hasn·1 totally bought into the think­
ing that the game of football i!-. cor\stantly evolving as the 
passing game and spread attacks become more prominent. 

.. I am from the old school:· McGrew said ... l stil 
believe the game comes down to blocking and tackling 
You can only get off tackle so many ways. There are dif­
ferent formations and thin1!s. but as far a)> I am concemec 
it still comes down to blocking and tackhng." 

Since hi~ rettrement from coach1nc.. McGrew hai 
noticed football in the area ha, chan1!etC And he doesn ·, 
totally mean by approach. • 

There wm, a time when the Oh10 Valley wa1. seeming!) 
cranktng out Division I player after D1vis"ion I player 
Now. the signings are few and far between. 

Why? . 
.. In our area here population I), decreasing. ~chools are 

getting smaller and it'-. becoming tougher to get kids tc 
come out ... McGrew 1-.,id. 

.. Plus. there are a lot more spo11s to play and kids have:: 
more of a choice ... 

McGrew had choice~ J ~ well. but playing football anc 
then coaching football were the choice, he made first anc 
foremost. -

Sta\·ker can be r eached at .1·swsker@timesleadero11-
li11e.co111 -
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:ambridge High graduate Zac Wojciechowski (75) prepares to block West Virginia defender 
~ike Koscevic of Brooke (32) during the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC AU-Star Football 
: harity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. West Virginia won, 24-14. 

Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Jetter~ 

Barnesville High product Dalton Smith (left) pushes away West Virginia's Griffen Yoc11 
Jdm Marshall (80) during the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Ch 
Cmsic at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

West Virginia snaps skid in OVAC clas] 
EFF HARRISON 
-If DA'U' JEFFEllSClt: AN 

WHEELING. W.Va. - Speed 
td skill help sell the tickets, but 
's in the trenches where foot-

ball game!. are usually won. 
The West Virginia All-Stars 

proved that point Sunday night, 
seizing control of the interior in 
the second half en route to a 24-

Ryan PavlovfThe Daily Jeffersonian 
ihenandoah High graduate Wes Rataiczak leaps for the ball 
1s West Virginia's Michael Molinari of Parkersburg South 
lefends during the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All­
itar Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

14 upset victory over Ohio in bled it away during the return 
the 65th annual Rudy Mumley and it was recovered by Ohio's 
OVAC All-Star Football Charity Doren Thomas (Indian Creek) 
Classic at Wheeling Island to-give the Buckeyes renewed 
Stadium. Life at the Mountaineers ' 34-

The victory snaps a five-year yard line. 
losing streak by West Virginia Smith complet­
in the showcase event and trims ed three passes in 
Ohio's series lead to 41-23-1. five tries after the 

West Virginia barely managed exchange,includ-
50 yards in the first half, but iDp a 16-yard 
Ohio was only able to take a hookup to wide-
7-3 lead to the lengthy inter- out Trey Wiggins 
mission. (Steubenville) 

A late third quarter turnover fcir a touchdown. 
helped tum the tide, however, Logan Cook (St. Clairsville) 
as West Vuginia's Tyler Reed booted the extra-point, pulling 
(~ GS) pic"f, off a~ Ohio within 17-14' with 4:22 
byOhio quarter. ac~ N fe: - td piay-:- - - • 
London Dierkes (Monroe X botched on-side kickoff 
Central) at the Ohio 38 and try by Ohio gave West Virginia 
returned it all the way to the possession at the Buckeyes' 40 
nine-yard line. and the Mountain Staters sealed 

Two plays later, fullback the deal five plays later. Stefan 
Hunter Ferguson (Parkersburg 
South) bulled over from three 
yards out and Michael Molinari 
(Parkersburg South) added 
the point-after kick to put the 
Mountain State in front, 10-7, 
with 2:30 remaining in the third 
period 

After Ohio went three-and­
out. West Vrrginia took over 
at the Buckeyes' 46 and put 
together and eight-play scor­
ing series, keyed by a 16-yard 
keeper by QB Cotey Wallace 
(Brooke) and capped by a one­
yard walk into the end zone by 
Ferguson. 

Molinari's PAT put West 
Virginia in front, 17-7, with 
9:39 remaining in the game. 

Varner (John Marshall) got the 
TD from a yard out with 2:33 
left and Molinari's PAT pushed 
West Virginia's lead back to 
10. 

Six more Smith completions 

action. 

moved Ohio 
from its 20 
to the West 
Virginia I I 
in the waning 
moments, but 
two incomple­
tions in the end 
zone ended the 

Victorious West Virginia 
coach Tom Bruney (Brooke) 
was quick to credit hislinemen 
for taking over the game. 

"It ended up to be the key," 
he said of the play on the inte­
rior. "They laid it to us for the 
first quarter and a half, but you 

could see them getting tin 
that's when our kids took 

"We really controlled 
side of the trenches in th 
ond half and our defense I 
really well all night." he , 
"I said early on that we \\ 
to keep it tight until the 
quarter, and we did tha 
were able to take control , 
sooner than I thought i 
third quarter." 

On the other side. it ' 
disappointing end to an 
wise-enjoyable week for 
and its coach, retinng Bu 
Local boss Ron Pobolish 

"We're disappointed i• 
play tonighl," offered Pob 
"We just seemed to be ; 
off and a little sluggis 
there. 

See OVAC page 

Ohio got back within three 
points five minutes later thanks 
in part to a bizarre play where 
West Virginia's Nate Taylor 
(Tyler Consolidated) intercept­
ed a pass by Ohio QB Dalton 
Smith (Barnesville), but he furn-

WEST VIRG1NIA 24, OHIO 14 
Ohio o 7 o 7-14 
w.tVl,vlnla 0 3 7 14-24 

Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Jeffers 

Cambridge High product Tyler Hardesty (20 in red) picks up 12 yards before being conf, 
e4 by Wheeling Park's Marcus George (20 in blue) during early action at the 65th an 
~dy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Second Quarter 
~-London Diel1'8S (/olonloe cercral) 7 n,t 
(L.ogan~Clamlle,lcid<), 11'JJ7. 
WV-Mi:flaej Molinari ~ South) 47 fteld 
goal, 5:14. 
Third Quarter 

' 
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::::ambridge High graduate Zac Wojciechowski (75) prepares to block West Virginia defender 
'1ike Koscevic of Brooke (32) during the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC AU-Star Football 
::::harity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. West Virginia won, 24-14. 
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Barnesville High product Dalton Smith (left) pushes away West Virginia's Griffen Yocu 
John Marshall (80) during the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Ch 
Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

West Virginia snaps skid in OVAC clasl 
IEFF HARRISON 
HE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

WHEELING, W. Va. - Speed 
nd skill help sell the tickets, but 
·s in the trenches where foot-

ball gam~ are usually won. 
The Wc:.t Virginia All-Stars 

proved that point Sunday night, 
seizing control of the interior in 
the second half en route to a 24-
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ihenandoah High graduate Wes Rataiczak leaps for the baJl 
is West Virginia's Michael Molinari of Parkersburg South 
tefends during the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All­
itar Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Ryan PavlovfTlle Daily Jeffersonian 
;t. Clairsville High 's Seth Callarik (32) ~ upended by West 
Virginia defender Marcus George of Wheeling Park (20) dur­
ng the 65th aunual Rudy Mwnley OVAC AD-Star Football 
: barity Classie at Whetli~g Island Stadium. 

14 upset victory over Ohio in bled it away during the return 
the 65th annual Rudy Murnley and it was recovered by Ohio's 
OVAC All-Star Football Charity Doren Thomas (Indian Creek) 
Classic at Wheeling Island to give the Buckeyes renewed 
Stadium. life at the Mountaineers· 34-

The victory snaps a five-year yard line. 
losing streak by West Virginia Smith complet­
in the showcase event and trims ed three passes in 
Ohio's series lead to 41-23-1. five tries after the 

West Virginia barely managed exchange,includ-
50 yards in the first half, but ing a 16-yard 
Ohio was only able to take a hookup to wide-
7-3 lead to the lengthy inter- out Trey Wiggins 
mission. (Steubenville) 

A late third quarter turnover for a touchdown. 
helped .tum the tide, however, Logan Cook (St. Clairsville) 
~~~!:X,.~.~s TY,l;f R~ ~ted the extra-point, pulling 
~-.;~Jen)tpicked ,(?ffiil)~: ~o ~i!hln 17-14 with 4:22 
by _ oliio quarter\iack •'D~re - Z-toplay. 
London Dierkes' (Monroe- • A botched on-side kickoff 
Central) at the Ohio 38 and try by Ohio gave West Virginia 
returned it all the way to the pos'session at the Buckeyes' 40 
nine~yarcl:line. -~~. : .. , . ~ aud the Mountain Staters sealed 

Two plays later, fullback the deal five plays later. Stefan 
Hunter Ferguson (Parkersburg 
South) bulled over from three 
yards out and Michael Molinari 
(Parkersburg South) added 
the point-after kick to put the 
Mountain State in front, 10-7, 
with 2:30 remaining in the third 
period 

After Ohio went three-and­
out, West Virginia took over 
at the Buckeyes' 46 and put 
together and eight-play scor­
ing series, keyed by a 16-yard 
keeper by QB Cotey Wallace 
(Brooke) and capped by a one­
yard walk into the end zone by 
Ferguson. 

Molinari's PAT put West 
Virginia in front, 17-7, with 
9:39 remairung in the game. 

Varner (John Marshall) got the 
TD from a yard out with 2:33 
left and Molinari's PAT pushed 
West Vrrginia's lead back to 
10. 

Six more Smith completions 

action. 

moved Ohio 
from its 20 
to the West 
Virginia 11 
in the waning 
moments, but 
two incomple­
tions in the end 
zone ended the 

Victorious West Virginia 
coach Tom, Bruney (Brooke) 
was quick to credit hislinemen 
for taking over the game. 

"It ended up to be the key," 
he said of the play on the inte­
rior. "They laid it to us for the 
first quarter and a half, but you 

could see them getting tirt 
that's when our kids took 

"We really controlled 
side of the trenches in th 
ond half and our defense r 
really well all night," he , 
"I said early on that we " 
to keep it tight until the 
quarter. and we did tha 
were able to take control , 
sooner than I thought i 
third quarter.'' 

On the other side, it , 
disappointing end to an , 
wise-enjoyable week for 
and its coach, retiring Bu 
Local boss Ron Pobolish 

"We're disappointed iJ 
play tonigli't'-◊ffered Poe 
"We just seemed to be , 
off and a little sluggisl 
there. 

See OVAC page 

Ohio got back within three 
points five minutes later thanks 
in part to a bizarre play where 
West Virginia's Nate Taylor 
(l)rlu Consolidated) inlercept­
ed a pass by Ohio QB Dalton 
Smith (BamesviUe), but he fum-
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Ornbridge Bit;ll prodnct Tyler Hardesty (20 in nd) picks up 12 yards before being cont, 
eel by Wheeling Park's Marcus George (20 in blue) during early action al the 65th an 
Rpdy Mumley OVAC AJJ-Star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Sladiwn. 
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■ Petterson rallies 2 
" 

■ McMurray wins on bricks 3 

■ Baseball's Hall of Fame 4 

Breaking a. .losing streak 
West Virginia • • • 
snaps 5-game 

skid to Ohio in 
annual OVAC 
all-star game 

By MIKE MATHISON 
Sports editor 

WHEELING - The men in 
the trenches win a lot of foot­
ball games. 

And, the guys up front did so 
Sunday in the 6Sth-annual 
Rudy Mumley Ohio Valley Ath­
letic',Conference All-Star Foot­
ball Charity Classic at Wheel­
ing Island Stadium. 

The West Virginia squad 
whipped the Buckeyes in the 
second half up front and 
snapped a five-game losing 
streak with its 24-14 victory. 

"We just seemed to be a hair 
off - a little sluggish," a disap­
pointed Ohio coach Ron Pobol­
ish said moments after coach­
ing his final game. "We battled 
but it looks like we got whipped 
in the trenches. We had a lot of 
delays early in the game and 
couldn't get any rhythm (on 
offense). We didn't get much of 
a rhythm running the ball at 
all. ' . •• - " • 

"Somewhere there in the 
third quarter, they were blow­
ing us off the ball. 

"Our kids had a good week 
and they tried hard, but we , 
came up a bit short." • 
: •~As the game progressed I 
1:<>uld sense that our kids were 
getting stronger and their kids 
were fatiguing," West Virginia 
and Brooke head coach Tom 
.S~ey said. "I think that was a 
oig factor because about mid-
~ ... t.be..thinl.quai:tet:-our 
!lcias'started to realize that our 
plan was coming to fruition. 

"We wanted to keep the 
.game close and win it in the 
fourth quarter." 
! The Mountaineers outscored 
the Buc)teyes 14-7 in the final • 
quarter, but what happened 
latt: in the first b~ was just asf " ( ' J . Photos by Mike Math'sori 

telhng for both sides. FOOTBALL HAS RETURNED - Top left, Oak Glen's Tyler Reed returns an interception during Sunday's 65th-annual Rudy Mumley Ohio Val-
Parkersburg South's Mike ley Athletic,Conferen~e All-Star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. Brooke's Mike Koscevic was one of the captains for the 

Molinari blasted _home ,,a 47- MQuntaineeJs.'West Virginia, coach Tom Bruney talks to his offense and Ohio quarterback Derek-London Dierkes tries to escape the rush 
yard field goal 5:14 before·half. of Madonna's .Lou Comis as he is being held. The Mountaineers snapped a five-game losing streak with a 24-14 victory. 

Ohio eventually' had a drive ~ ' '., ·..: - • , 
that started with just under 
two minutes left. Quarterback 
Derek-London Dierkes scram­
bled 38 yards and then found 
Martins Ferry's Marco Richet­
ti for an 11-yard catch. Dierkes 
carried the ball two more times 
and the Buckeyes had a third 
down inside the 10-yard line. 

But, a bad snap resulted in 
St. Clairsville's Logan Cook 
attempting a 32-yard field goal 
as time expired. 

Madonna's Lou Comis bust• 
ed in and swatted away the 
attempt for a 7-3 Ohio lead at 
the 40-minute halftime break. 

"I was mad because we 
should have stopped them ear­
lier in the drive and I think I 
Inst contain nn that nnssP.s-

.i 



And, the guys up front did so 
Sunday in the 6Sth-annual 
Rudy Mumley Ohio Valley Ath­
letic Conference All-Star Foot­
ball Charity Classic at Wheel­
ing Island Stadium. 

The West Virginia squad 
whipped the Buckeyes in the 
second half up front and 
snapped a five-game losing 
streak with its 24-14 victory. 

"We just seemed to be a hair 
off -a little sluggish," a,.disap­
pointed Ohio coach Ron Pobol­
ish said moments after coach­
ing his final game. "We battled 
but it looks like we got whipped 
in the trenches. We had a lot of 
delays early in the game and 
couldn't get any rhythm (on 
offense). We didn.'t get much of 
a rhythm running the ball at 
all. • 

"Somewhere the;e in the 
third quarter, they were blow­
ing us off the ball. 

"Our kids had a good week 
and they tried hard, but we 
came up a bit short." ~ 
; ,;;-As the game progressed I . 
:ci>wd sense that our kids were 
;_getting stronger and their kids 
were fatiguing," West Virginia 
and Brooke head coach Tom 
B~~y ~d. "I think that was a 
~ig factor because about mid­il=f Ltbe -third...quPIOP,,.our f1 ;;farted to realize that our 
plan was coming to fruition. 

"We wanted to keep the 
.game close and win it in the 
,lourth quarter." 
, The Mountaineers outscored. 
the Buckeyes 14-7 in"the final 
·quarter, but what happened 
late in the first half was just·as! • ,i I Photos by Mike Mathison 

telling for both sides. , . FOOTBALL HAS RETURNED - Top left, Oak Glen's Tyler Reed returns an interception during Sunday's 65th-annual Rudy Mumley Ohio Val• 
P:ftrk~rsburg Souths Mike ley Athletic,,Conference All:Star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. Brooke's Mike Koscevic was one of the captains for the 

Mohnar1 blasted hqme~ a 47- Mountaineers., West Virginia coach Tom Bruney talks to his offense and Ohio quarterback Derek-London Dierkes tries to escape the rush 
yard field goal 5:14 before half. of Madonna's .Lou Comis as1.he· is 'being held. The Mountaineers snapped a five-game losing streak with a 24-14 victory. 

Ohio eventually"had a drive • • <( ~ • 

that started with just under 
two minutes left. Quarterback 
Derek-London Dierkes scram­
bled 38 yards and then found 
Martins Ferry's Marco Richet­
ti for an 11-yard catch. Dierkes 
carried the ball two more times 
and the Buckeyes had a third~ 
down inside the 10-yard line. 

But, a bad snap resulted in 
St. Clairsville's Logan Cook 
attempting a 32-yard field goal 
as time expired. 

Madonna's Lou Comis bust• 
ed in and swatted away the 
.attempt for a 7-3 Ohio lead at 
the 40-minute halftime break. 

"I was mad because we 
should have stopped them ear­
lier in the drive and I think I 
lost contain on that posses­
sion," said Comis. "I was just 
going after it. The tackle didn't 
step down to block me and I 
rushed right in. 

"I knew I was going to block 
it because his leg wasn't even -
back to kick and I was about 
three feet away from the ball. 
It was a pretty good momen­
tum-changer there. 

See FOOTBAU Page 2B ¢ 

Changes made h:r Bucs after sweep by Padres 
By PAUL LADEWSKI 
For The Weirton Daily Times 

PITTSBURGH - The Pirates' club­
house was not a good place to be Sun­
day afternoon. 

After the San Diego Padres com­
pleted a three-game sweep at PNC 
Park, 6-3, veteran reliever Brendan 
Donnelly held court for the final time 
in front of his locker, where team­
mates D.J. Carrasco, Javier Lopez, 

r Evan Meek and Jeff Karstens had 
pulled up chairs in front of him. 

At another corner moments earlier, 
rookie Brad Lincoln tried to explain 
his latest ineffective start, which 
would be his last in the major leagues 
for awhile. 

Pirate~'. bu~~~ .c@xps . comes at a high cest(, 
By PAUL ~EWSKL';:'5(, A j- rahan -or Evan Meek, then you better 
For The Weµto9 paily Jimes overwhelm him 'With an offer that he 

t-..,., . can't refuse. And if you ~aµt :veter-
PITTSBURG~ ~s~ days befo~ ans D.~. carrasco, Octa~o Dotel,or 

the trade deadJjne,_ J;'irates general Javier Lopez, be Prei>..ared to-offe11 an 
manager Neal Huntingtmtbas drawn A-level.package.in retunx. 1 .... 
a line in the ~d as it concerns the According to league sourees, the-
bullpen corps.~r., ·, ~ . • . 

If you ~anqt~ung,~ Joel H~- See BULLPEN Page 38 ¢ 

Donnelly was designated for assign­
ment for purposes .of his release, while 
Lincoln was sent to Triple A Indi­
anapolis to work on his delivery. Their 
roster spots will be filled Tuesday. 

"I don't deserve to be here right 

now," Lincoln said. "I need to go (to the 
minor leagues) to work on things and 
get back to where I was before I got 
here. That's probably the best move for 
me. To continue to struggle is not good 
for me and it's not good for the team." 

In 61/3 innings, Lincoln allowed six 
runs on eight hits and two walks.,Five 
of the runs' scored in the third iru(ing, 
when he allowed five hits. That iniJud­
ed an Adrian Gonzalez home run with 
a runner on base. 

"He'll be back here," manager John 
Russell assured. "He has too good of 
stuff. The first time around was a 
learning experience for him. He 
should come back with a different out• 
look. He'll know what will be expected 
of him." 

In nine starts, Lincoln compiled a 1-
4 record 'and 6.57 earned run average. 
He allowed 64 hits and nine home runs 
in 502/2 innings. 

See PIRATES Page 38 ¢ 



65th Annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Game---

AT LEFT: Martins 
Ferry's Marco 
Ricchetti hauls his 
luggage into his 
dorm at West 
Liberty University 
to begin prepara­
tions for the 65th 
annual Rudy 
MumleyOVAC 
All-Star Charity 
Football Classic. 
BELOW: 
Beallsville's Jarod 
Mellinger pulls his 
suitcase after 
arriving at West 
Liberty. The 
OVAC All-Star 
Game is slated 
for Sunday 
evening at 7:15 
p.m. 

I T-L Photos/SETH 
STASKEY 

Let's get it started ■■■ 
• Players arrive at West Liberty to begin preparations for Sunday>s game 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

WEST LIBERTY - Preparations for the 65th annual Rudy .. 
Mumlcy OV AC All-Star Charity Football Classic 'officially got 
under way for the players Sunday morning. 

For Ohio. JO players reported and one more We!>t Virginia al I­
star arrived here to begin official training camp. 

··we·re !!Oin!! to get the kids orientated and out on lhe field 
(Sunday) to stari"to ,;ee 
what we ha\'e."- ,;aid Ohio 
head rn,tch Ron Pohol1~h. 
who ictuses to ,tl low the 
entire wed to he ;ibf,u1 his 
final wee!; of prep rnach­
i n g before he fullv 
..:,nharl-\ on rclircmcnl 
t'rotl1 l:(htchin!! .. A, ~oon 
,l!> 1\c get done~ v.-11h drnncr. 
1\c !!OI on th..: fid d unttl 
JarL hut we· ve i!Ot to 
,trctch them o ut J>rett y 
! OOll.'" 

'This game is some­
thing special and 
something / 've 
dreamed to be a 
part of since I was a 
little kid. ' 

- Nate Maleski 
During the opening 

,ractice_ Pobolhh and hi!> ------------­
,taff ~ere ,cheduled to 
.trc,~ tlcl"cw,c mnrc lhan anything hefore slarttng on offensive 
~or!.: ,~hcn pr,K"licc rc.,um .. 's Monday morning here. 

" \:l.'11hmJ1 lhcrn knowirl!!. we wanted to start evaluating and 
iefin loot-mg al breaking them into some offensive gn)ups." 
>ooolish said. ·•wi1h a weel- to get all of this in. it"s tough. so 
w ·re going to gel after it. but nothing too heavy bec.:ausc we 
1011·1 want anyone being hanged up for the game:· 

When the e\ aluation pmce!>~ started for the Bud.eyes Sunday 
vening one of the player, who could go on either ~idc of the ball 
n the l"-(l•platoon ,y,tcm i!> Bridgeport High·l> Nate Male,ki. 
Thi!-. (game) 1, ),Olllcthing special and ~orncthing rve dreamed 
7 he .i part of ,incc I wa), a little I-id and now the dream ha!> 

See. OVAC, Page B2 

e OVAC------
Continued from Page 81 

come true," Maleski said. '"We're here to try to get anothe 
win for Ohio and it doesn't matter what side of the ball 
play. I am just going to do my best whereever the coache: 
feel I will do my best." 

While the Buckeyes seemingly always come into th( 
annual summ~r clash as the favorite, Tom Bruney, th< 
West Virginia and Brooke High head coach, didn't givt 
up a week of his summer vacation just for a good time 01 
week away. 

He showed up here Sunday looking for the same kind ol 
experience he had when he was on the winning side in 
1979 for Ohio. 

"Looking back at this game, I remember how much fun 
we had out here, but we won the game," Bruney said. 
"You need to have fun, develop relationships, but when it 
gets down to it, you come here to win the game too." 

The key - according to Bnmey - has nothing to do 
with the physical condition of the players, it's a lot sim­
pler than that. 

"The quicker they bond and become friends will be big 
in helping them see that we're here to win the ball game," 
Bruney said. "Early in the week, it's probably the furthest 
thing from their minds, hut as the week progresses and 
matures, we'll stress the game more and more each day." 

One of lhe players on lhe West Virginia squad who will 
be a big help in stressing the winning mentality is 
Madonna High product Max Nogay, who experienced one 
of the most successful prep seasons ever during 2009-10. 

Nogay led the Madonna football and baseball teams to 
Class A state titles anq during the winter secured a stale 
and OV AC wrestling title. 

"I am here to enjoy football one last time and have a 
good memory and experience," Nogay said. "There's a lot 
of tradition in this game and I am proud to represent my 
family and Madonna and hopefully we can win the game." 

After their morning practices, both teams will be on 
Russek Field here for media and picture day. 

Staskey can be reached ar 
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 



. Photo by Rick Thorp 
We1rto~ Madonna's Max Nogay checks over his equipment during check-in day Sunday at 
West Liberty. Players reported for camp in preparation for this weekend's Rudy Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic. View additional f?hotos at cu.theintelligencer.net. 

Check-In Day 
Players get settled in 
for long week of football 

Bv RICK THORP 
• Staff Writer 

WEST LIBERTY - The coaches of the Rudy 
Mumlcy OV AC All-Star Charity Football Clas­
'ilc wasted linle tune in starting preparations for 
the 65th cd1t10n of the bi-state gleam game. 

Moment<; after checking in -Sunday afternoon 
at We~t Liberty Univer~ity. players from West 
Virginia and Ohio were talking strategy with 
their respective mentor,. - -

··1 think ,we'll ~pend less time on technique 
an~ more I1mc on getting down the schemes 
"'c re gomg to run:· ~aid Mountaineer~ coach 
Tom Bruney. who guided Brooke Hioh School to 
the West Virginia Class AAA titl~ game last 
December. 

• ·1 think once Sunday rolls around the team 
that makes the lea~t mistakes is going to win. The 
more poli'ihcd we are bv Sunday. the better off 
we"llhe." • 

Buckeyes coach Ron Pobolish was eager to 
see his players in person. 

··we wani to evaluate them to see how they 
run. how they can move." he said. ··we want to 
set them up in a base offense. watch them throw 
and catch. That"s a lot for the first day. But we ·re 
going to get it done.·· 

Thi~ is the sixth OVAC all -star game for 
Poboli,h. who retired a~ Buckeye Local coach 

following last season"s Ohio Division Ill playoff 
appeara~ce,. And th~ one thing experience has 
taught him 1s evaluating talent quickly is a must. 

'"!he toughest thi~g is so many players won't 
be given an opportunity to be given a true look at 
what they can do ... he said. ··we have to make a 
quick evaluation and l!O with it. 

·•we have to speelteach."' 
Bruney and Pobolish have had their roster in 

hand for some time. So they·ve had some ~ort of 
idea what direction they wantect·to take things. 

··1 think what we've done is we have a Pian A 
and Plan B."" Bruney said. •"Plan A is with (quar­
terback) Cotey Wallace. We're going to run the 
offense we ran at Brooke last year. 

•'But we also have a Plan B. We have (Seth) 
Barnhart from Oak Glen and he is a heckuva a 
pa~ser. So we can tweak our system and and 
we II be able to throw the ball a bit with him." 

Pobolish is looking forward to maximizing his 
team's talent. -

•"Defensively. we·re solid because we have 
coaches who know the system that we want to 
run and we selected the players with that in 
mind.'" he said. ··so defeme will be a snap to put 
together. 

··qffensively. ~ople want to see throwing and 
catching. they don t want to see the old Wing-T. 
. "You'll see some of the Wing T. but I brought 
in Gregg Bonar to run the ~pread offense. So 
we·11 mix the spread with the Wing-T and throw 
the football around. It should be a lot of fun for 
everyone to see ... 

Please See CHECK-IN. Page 15 

Check-in 
(Continued from Page 13) In fact. in that ~ame 

Another challenges game. Pobolish was a 
coaches face is getting West Virginia assistant. 
everyone in the game. • 'Here we are 29 years 

•'There is only one foot- . later and J"m coaching 
• d West Virginia and he"s 

ball and everyone can t o coaching Ohio ... tsn ·1 that 
the things, so to speak. strange?. •• Bruney said. 
they did in high school." • •"When we. as a staff. 
Pobolish said. ··we have was asked to coach this 
many guys that are multi-
talented and they can play g,ame it wa.-; great because 

· · two of the mo~t special 
more than one pos1t1on. week~ I've ever spent in 
We"ll probably a:.k them 
to do that. my life were the two 

. ·we want 10 get ( the weeks here at West Liber-

players) in a pm,ition to ty. __ When I bump into one 
play the best they c_a~. of the guys I played wit_h 
They're all-stars and th!~ is we"re still friends to th1~ 
a great honor for them. 

Bruney knows all about day. It's not like _29 _years 
the honor playing in the have passed. It s It ke a 
game. He was on the Ohio couple of days. 
roster in t 98I for then •"The honor of playing. 
Woodsfield High School and now coaching. in this 
coach Jay Circosta. game is really special." 
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Kelsey Leach of Barnesville 
(top) and Tiffany Zwick of 
Shenandoah will be competing 
at the OVAC Queen of Queens 
pageant tonight at WesBanco 
Arena in Wheeling. 

• 
Countdown continues for Sunday's 

OVAC All-Star Football Classic • 

Jett Harrison/The Daily Jeffersonian 
Only two more days until the 65th annual Rudy MumJe_y 
OVAC All-Star Football Charity Clas.5ic kicks off at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. Discussing final preparations for the game arc, 
I to r, West Virginia head coach Tom Bruney of Brooke High, 
game director Bob Koch, and Ohio head coach Ron Pobolish or 
Buckeye Local High. Sunday's kickoff is at 7:15 p.m. 

Jeff Harrison/The Daily Jeffersonian 
The George Strager Memorial Football Camp Scholarships were awarded at the George 
Strager Evening with the Stars at Wheeling Park's White Palace. Pictured, front row I tor, are 
West Virginia-side winners Zach Hood, Jordan Sorge and Alex Gompers of Wheeling Central 
and Mike Young head coach at Wheeling Central and co-director of the Strager Camp; back 
row, Ohio-side winners Logan Cook of St. Clairsville, Zac Wojciechowski and Tyler Hardesty 
of Cambridge, Tyler Arigoni of Union Local and Seth Callarik of St. Clairsville, and Kelly 
Rine, athletic director at St. Clairsville High and co-director of the Strager Camp. 
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Ohio looks to extend OVAC All-Star dominan 
Mid-summer extravaganza unfolds tonight at Wheeling Island Stad: 
JEFF HARRISON 
THE OA!lY JEFFERSONIAN 

WHEELING. W. Va. Will 
Ohio continue its dominance 
or will West Virginia score an 
upset for the first time since 
2004? 

That"s the question that will 
be answered tonight when the 
65th annual Rudy Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Football Charity 
Classic unfolds at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

The Buckeye State has been 
dominant in recent years, win­
ning 14 of the last 15 matchups 
with its Mountain State rival. 
The only break in the string 
came back in 2004 when West 
Virginia claimed a 21-7 vic­
tory and as usual. Ohio comes 
into'the game ~.the favorite,to 
retain bragging righL..; for yet 
,mother year. 

Ohio. which won last year·s 
game in a 47-7 romp, is being 
coached by Buckeye Local's 
Ron Pobolish. who will make 
his sixth appearance in the 
OVAC contest his last as a head 
coach as he retired following 
last year. 

Pobolish"s counterpart on the 
West Virginia sideline is Brooke 
High"s Tom Bruney. who guid­
ed the Bruins to a West Virginia 
Class AAA state runner-up fin­
ish last fall. 

There arc five players from 
the local area competing on 
the Ohto <;quad - 5-10. 205-
pound running bade/linebacker 
Tyler Hardesty of Cambridge: 
5-10. 250-pound 
lineman Zac 
Wojciechowski 
of Cambridge: 
5-8. 170-pound 
running back/ 
linebacker Jo~h 
Riggans of 
Meadowbrook: 
6-3. 215-poun<l wide receiver/ 
defensive back Wes Rataiczak 
of Shenandoah: and 6-3. 180-
pound quarterback/def en 
sive back Dalton Smith of 
Barnesville. 

EXTRA POINTS 
In addition to the football 

pl.iyers. a host of other local 
md1viduals will be a part of the 
extravaganza. 

Tiffany Zwick of Shenandoah 
.ind Kelsey Leach of Barnesville 
arc among 22 Queen of Queen 

Jeff Hamson/The Daily 

The Ohio squad for the 65th annual Rody Mumley OVAC AD-Star Foothall Charity Classic which kicks off tonight at 7:15 p.m. at Wbeeilog Islam 
includes, front row I to r, Brandon Nicholes of Union Local, Marco Ricchetti of Mar1im Ferry, Dalton Smith of Barnesville, Derek-London Dierkes • 
Central, Joe Rine of Buckeye Local, Dylan Kimble of Shadyside and Tyler Hardesty of Cambridge; second row, Bobby Spence of Buckeye Local, Mick 
of Steubenville Catholic, Tyler Arigoni of Union Local, Scott Peach of E<mon; Seth Callarik of St. Clairsville, Brandon Bartrug of Buckeye Local, Doren ' 
Indian Creek and Devon Parson of Martins Ferry; third row, head coach Ron Pobolish, Josh Riggans of Meadowbrook, manager Logan Barsch, Jarod M 
Beallsville, Nate MaJeski of Bridgeport, manager Ryan ~tt, Jordan Banks of Steubenville; Jamey DeVaul of Steubenville, manager Aiden Lucey, Jake 
of Harrison Central, Bobby Bennett of~ manager Matthew Barsch and Cody Kaiser of Harrison Central; fourth row, J. J. Intorre of Beaver l 
Wojciechowski of Cambridge, Trey Wiggins of Steubenville, Rylan Pyciak of Buckeye Local, Wes Rataiczak of Shenandoah, Michael Wayt of Indian Cn 
Cook of St. Clairsville and Jordan Burress of Martins Ferry; fifth row, assistant coaches Greg Bonar, Phil Pest and Mark Spigarelli, equipment manag 
Roe, ~t coaches George Laase, Blair aosser, Tom O'Connell and Andy Weiss, trainer Randy Elliott and assistant coach Nate Skrzypek. 

candidates: the Ohio chcerlead­
ing squad includes Leandra 
Winland of Meadowbrook and 
Morgan Pryor of Barnesville. 
with Mallory Pryor of 
Barnesville serving as the coach; 

and the 223-
member OVAC 
McDonatd·s 
All-Star 
Band will 
include Jared 
William:, of 
Meadowbrook 
and eight 

musician:, from Barnesville 
- Melanie Callihan. Alex 
Davidson. Paige Duffy. Abby 
Faldowski. Hanna Lucas. Stacey 
Meadows. Laura Winland and 
Lucas Woofter ... 

Bob Koch, former athlet• 
ic director at Cameron High 
School. serves as the OVAC 
All-Star Game director; Reva 
Icard is the Queen of Queem 
Coordinator; Dru Meyer is the 

See OVAC page 8-2 

Past Scores of OVAC Classic 
(Under OVAC Sponsorship) 
2009-0hio47, W. Va. 7 
2008- Ohio 31. W. Va. 7 
2007 - Ohio 6, W. Va. 3 
2006 - Ohio 22, W. Va. 0 
2005 - Ohio 35. W. Va 6 
2004 - W. Va. 21, Ohio 7 
2003 - Ohio 32, W. Va. 26 
2002- Ohio 19. W. Va. 12 
2001 - Ohio 36, W. Va. 0 
2000 - Ohio 13, W. Va. 7 
1999 - Ohio 32, W. Va. 0 
.l.998- Ohio 41. W. Va. 14 
1997 - Ohio 24, W,,Va. 14 
t996-:"'0hief'-4~;·w. Va. 21 

J. 1995 - Ohio 21, W. Va. 0 
1994 - W Va. 19,Ohio 14 
1993 - W. Va. 34. Ohio 32 
1992 - 0-0 (Canceled/Lightning) 
1991 Ohio 30, W. Va. 6 
1990 - Ohio 42. W. Va 0 
1989 - W. Va. 22, Ohio 14 
1988 - Ohio 13, W. Va. 7 
1987 - Ohio 13. W. Va 11 
1986 - Oh10 14, W. Va. 6 
1985 W. Va. 28, Ohio 26 
1984 • Ohio 23. W Va. 6 
1983 - Ohio 26, W. Va. 16 
19S2 - W. Va, 7. Ohio 6 
1981 ." Ohio 17. W. Va. 14 
1980 - Ohio 10, W. Va 7 
1979 - Ohio 47, W. Va. 13 
1978 - Ohio 21, W.. Va 13 
1977 -W. Va. 21, OhioO 
1976 • W. Va. 33, Ohio 20 
1975 . W. Va. 8, Ohio 0 
1974 W. Va. 13, Ohio 6 

I 973 • W. Va. 38, Ohio 20 
1972 - Ohio 24, W. Va. 6 
(Pre-OVAC Sponsorship) 
I 971 - No game 
1970 - No game 
1969- W. Va 12. Ohio 0 
1968 - Ohio 6. W. Va. 0 
1967- W. Va. 18. Ohio 0 
1966- Ohio 26. W. Va. 0 
1965 - Ohio 22, W. Va. 0 
1964- Ohio 2, W. Va 0 
1963 • No game 
1962 -W, Va. 12, Ohio 6 
196b W .. Va,13,·0bio 0,;,i~., 
1960~·oliio77W:Va.' 6- · -
1959~W,~Va. 7. Ohio 6 
1958- Ohio 25, W. Va. 0 
1957 - Ohio 14, W. Va. 13 
1956 - Ohio 27, W. Va. 0 
1955 - Ohio 31, W. Va. 20 
1954 - W. Va. 13. Ohio 0 
1953-W. Va. 7. Ohio0 
1952- Ohio 26, W. Va. 13 
1951 - Oluo 13, W. Va 6 
1950 - Ohio 14, W. Va. 0 
1949 - W. Va 6. Ohio 0 
1948 - Ohio 20, W, Va. 7 
1947 - W.Va. l3,Ohio7 
1946 • Ohio 26. W. Va. 7 
1945 - No game: 
1944 - No game 
1943 - No game 
1942 - W. Va. 7, Ohio 0 
1941-W. Va. 7, Ohio 0 
1940 . W. Va. 13. Ohio 0 

Ov,:,:,ll series: Olno 41. W.Va. 22. 1 tic 

Photo courtesy of Briggs F 

The Ohio-side OVAC Cheerleaders for tonight's 65 
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity ( 
Wheeling Island Stadium include, front row I to 
Bartrug of Buckeye Local, Leandra Winland ofMea 
and Morgan Pryor of Barnesville; second row, Mari 
of Bridgeport, Bailey Sickles of Steubenville Catho 
Ensell of Steubenville Catholic and Kristy Smith 
back row, Jalynn Keyser of Bellaire, Coach Mallor 
Barnesville and Emily Tennant of SL Clairsville. 
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The Ohio squad for the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC AD-Star Football Charity Classic which kicks off tonight at 7:15 p.m. at Wheeilog Island Stadium 

includes, front row I to r, Brandon Nicholes of Union Local, Marco Ricdietti of Martins Ferry, Dalton Smith of Barnesville, Derek-London Dierkes of Monroe 

Central, Joe Rine of Buckeye Local, Dylan Kimble of Shadyside and Tyler Hardesty of Cambridge; seoond row, Bobby Spenre of Buckeye Local, Mickey Bednar 

of Steubenville Catholic, Tyler Arigoni of Union Local, Scott Peach of Edison, Seth Callarik of St Clairsville, Brandon Bartrug of Buckeye Local, Doren Thomas of 

Indian Creek and Devon Parson of Martim Ferry; third row, bead coach Ron Pobolisb, Josh Riggam of Meadowbrook, manager Logan Barsch, Jarod Mellinger of 

Beallsville, Nate Maleski of Bridgeport, manager Ryan Gossett, Jordan Ban1cs of Steubenville; Jamey De Vaul of Steubenville, manager Aiden Lucey, Jake Mallernee 

of Harrison Central, Bobby Bennett of Bellaire, manager Matthew Barsch and Cody Kaiser of Harrison Central; fourth row, J . J. lntorre of Beaver Local, Zac 

Wojciechowski of Cambridge, Trey Wiggins of Steubenville, Rylan Pyciak of Buckeye Local, Wes Rataiaak of Shenandoah, Michael Wayt of Indian Creek, Logan 

Cook of St. Clairsville and Jordan Burress of Martins Ferry; fifth row, assistant coaches Greg Bonar, Phil Pest and Mark Spigarelli, equipment manager Rodney 

Roe, assistant coaches George Laase, Blair Closser, Tom O'Connell and Andy We~ trainer Randy Elliott and assistant coach Nate Skrzypek. 

candidates: the Ohio checrlead­

rng squad include~ Leandra 
Winland of Meadowbrook and 
Morgan Pryor of Barnesville. 

with Mallory Pr;,or of 
Barnesville scrvmg a-; the coach: 

and the 223-
member OVAC 
McDonald's 
All-Star 
Band will 
include Jared 
Williams of 
Meadowbrook 
and eight 

musician~ from Bamcsv11le 

- Melanie Callihan. Alex 
Davidson. Paige Duffy. Abby 
Faldowsk1. Hanna Lucas. Stacey 

Meadow~. Laura Winland and 

Lucas Woofter ... 
Bob Koch, lormer athlet­

ic director at Cameron High 

School. serves as the OVAC 
All-Star Game director: Reva 

Icard I'> the Queen of Queens 

Coordinator: Dru Meyer is the 

See OVAC page B-2 

Past Scores of OVAC Classic 
(Under OVAC Sponsorship) 
2009 • Ohio 47. W. Va, 7 
2008 • Ohio 3 I. W. Va. 7 
"1f)07 • Ohio 6. W. Va. 3 
2006 - Ohio 22, W. Va. 0 
2005 - Ohio 35. W. Va. 6 
2004 - W. Va. 21, Ohio 7 
2003 - Ohio 32. W. Va. 26 
2002- Ohio 19. W. Va. 12 
2001 - Ohio 36, W. Va. 0 
2000 - Ohio 13, W. Va. 7 
1999- Ohio 32. W. Va. 0 

~-1998 - Ohio 41, W. Va. 14 
~1997 - Obio 24, W.· Va. 14 

1996--0li~. w. va. 21 
1995. Ohio 21. W. Va. 0 
1994 - W Va. 19,Ohio 14 
1993 • W. Va. 34. Ohio 32 
1992 - 0.0 ( Canccled/Lightoing) 
1991. Ohio 30. W. Va. 6 
1990 • Ohio 42. W. Va. 0 
1989 • W. Va. 22. Ohio 14 
1988 • Olno 13, W. Va. 7 
1987 - Ohio 13. W. Va. 11 
1986- Ohio 14, W. Va. 6 
1985 - W. Va. 28, Ohio 26 
1984 - Ohio 23, W. Va. 6 
1983 • Ohio 26, W. Va. 16 
1982 - W. Va. 7, Ohio 6 
1981. Ohio 17. W. Va. 14 
1980. Ohio 10, W. Va. 7 
1979 - Ohio 47, W. Va. 13 
1978 - Ohio 21. W. Va. 13 
1977 • W. Va. 21, Ohio 0 
1976 • W. Va. "33, Ohio 20 
1975 - W. Va. 8, Ohio 0 
1974 • W. Vo.. 13, Ohio 6 

1973 W. Va. 38, Ohio 20 
1972 • Oh10 24, W Va. 6 
(Pre OVAC Sponsorship) 
l 971 - No game 
1970 - No game 
1969 • W. Va. 12, Ohio 0 
1968 - Ohio 6, W. Va. 0 
1967 • W. Va. 18. Ohio 0 
1966- Ohio 26;·.W. Va. 0 
I 96S - Ohio 22, W. Va. 0 
1964- Ohio 2. W. Va. 0 
1963 • No game 
1962 - W. Va. 12, Ohio 6 
1961 - W. Va. 13. Ohio 0. 
1960- Ohio 7. W. Va. 6 
1959 •-W:Va. 7. Ohio 6 
19S8 - Ohio 25. W. Va. 0 
19S7 - Ohio 14. W. Va. 13 
1956- Ohio 27, W. Va. 0 
1955 - Ohio 31, W. Va. 20 
1954 - W. Va. 13. Ohio 0 
1953- W. Va. 7. Ohio 0 
1952 - Ohio 26. W. Va. 13 
19S1 - Ohio 13, W. Va. 6 
1950 - Ohio 14, W. Va. 0 
1949 • W. Va. 6. Ohio 0 
1948 - Ohio 20, W. Va. 7 
1947 - W. Va. 13, Ohio 7 
1946 - Ohio 26. W. Va. 7 
1945 • No game 
1944 - No game 
1943 - No game 
1942 • W. Va 7, Ohio 0 
1941 - W. Va. 7, Ohio 0 
1940- W. Va 13. Ohio 0 

Overall series: Oluo41. W.Va. 22. I tic 

Pholo courtesy of Briggs Photography 

The Ohio-side OVAC Cheerleaders for tonight's 65th annual 

Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic at 

Wheeling Island Stadium include, front row I to r, Shelby 

Bartrug of Buckeye Local, Leandra Winland of Meadowbrook 

and Morgan Pryor of Barnesville; second row, Marissa Lagon 

of Bridgeport, Bailey Sickles of Steubenville Catholic, Alisha 

Ensell of Steubenville Catholic and Kristy Smith of River; 

back row, Jalynn Keyser of Bellaire, Coach Mallory Pryor of 

Barnesville and Emily Tennant of St. Clairsville. 
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OVAC All-Star gridders clash tonight at Wheeling Island Stad: 
OVAC from page B-1 
McDonald's All-Star Band coordinator: Dianna 
Vargo is the George Strager Evening with the Stan; 

,<:;oordinator; and Steve Kish is the Ten-Year Reunion 
c;;rordinator ... 

A half-doz.en of this year's players had relatives 
participate in prevmus OVAC games, including 
Alex Gompers of Wheeling Central (his father Tom 
played in 1976); Jordan Sorge of Wheeling Central 
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BUY ONE FOR 

$999 
AFTER MAIL-IN REBATE 

GETONE 

F ·E. 
AFTER MA1L-IN REBATE 

S30 mail-in rebate AT&T Promotion Card; 
with 2-year wireless service agreement 

on voice and minimum S20/mo data 
plan required per phone. 

PANTECH LINK™ 

I 

(his grandfather Jack Schuetz played m 1954); Seth 
Callarik of St Clairsville (his father Casey played in 
1991 ); Joe Rine of Buckeye Local (his 
father Chuck played in 1981); Bobby 
Spence of Buckeye Local (his father 
Rob played in 1979); and Ben Wiggins 
of Steubenville (his father Ben played 
in 1983> ... 

The officials for the game include 
Butch Minkemeyer. John Przelenski. 

......... --sa· ...... 

~ i R2 ;j 
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~ " .:: 
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Mike Clyde. Dave Polanski, Chris Allen. DJ. Hines 
and Tom Costantini. The honorary official is Ron 

Mauck ... 
The Ten-Year Reunion of those par, 

ticipating in the game will be recog­
niz.ed during the game and playen; from 
the all-star games in 1953, '54 and '55 
will be also honored with 60 or more 
of those expected to be on hand ... 

The top finishers of the Queen of 

Rethink Possible~ 

BUY ONE FOR 

$1999 
AFTER MAIL-IN REBATE 

GETONE 

FREE 
• AFTERMAIL~IN REBATE 

Queens Pageant will be announced at I 
total of $5,00'.) in scholarships awarde( 
finishers as well as Miss Congeniality .. 

One Jan will get the opportunity 
$ I 0,00'.) Punt Riss and Kick event Sp! 

Health Plan at the end of the first quart 
In 38 years, the Rudy Mumley ( 

Football Charity Oassic rull, donate 
$838.00'.> to charity organizations ar 
throughout the Ohio Valley. 

Josh Rig 

Wes Rata 

$5D mi\,;fl rellate Al &T P'OM0IIOr Caret 
wd\ 2•~¥ li''!e,l!'SS se<'lict ilg"N'rt~nt 
Oil \'O'itt1 a-nd 1"111\,ffll,!ll siotmo data 
pla~ ~jtpd p~◄ plt«le. 

PANTECH REVEAL.,. 
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C All-Star gridders clash tonight at Wheeling Island Stadium 
page B-1 
II-Star Band coordinator; Dianna 
orge Strager Evening with the Stars 
I Steve Kish is the Ten-Year Reunion 

of this year·s players had relatives 
:,revious 0VAC games. including 
Jf Wheeling Central (his father Tom 
; Jordan Sorge of Wheeling Central 

BUY ONE FOR 

$!99 
AFTER MAIL-IN REBATE • , ,. 

t . GEif ONE·"J 

FREE•''/. 
AFTER MAIL-IN REBATE 

S30 mail-in rebate AT&T Promotion Card; 
with 2-year wireless service agreement 

on voice and minimum $20/mo data 
plan required per phor,41 

PANTECH LINK™ 

(his grandfather Jack Schuetz played in 1954); Seth 
Callarik of St Oairsville (his father Casey played in 
19(_) I); Joe Rine of Buckeye Local (his 
father Chuck played in 1981 ); Bobby 
Spence of Buckeye Local (his father 
Rob played in 1979); and Ben Wiggins 
of Steubenville (his father Ben played 
in 1983) ... 

The offidals for the game include 
Butch Minkemeyer. John Przelenski. 

Mike Clyde. Dave Polanski. Chris Allen. OJ. Hines 
and Tom Costantini. The honorary official is Ron 

Mauck. .. 
The Ten-Year Reunion of those par­

ticipating in the game will be recog­
nized during the game and players from 
the all-star games in 1953, '54 and '55 
will be also honored with (,() or more 
of those expected to be on hand ... 

The top finishers of the Queen of 

Rethink Possible"' 

BUY ONE FOR 

$ 999 
AFTER MAIL-IN REBATE 

GET ONE 

R 
AFTER MAIL-IN REBATE 

Queens P...igeant will be announced at halftime, with a 
total of $5,0'.X) in scholarships awarded to the top five 
finishers a,; well as Miss Congeniality ... 

One fan will get the opportunity to attempt the 
$ I 0,0'.X) Punt Riss and Kick event sponsored by The 
Health Plan at the end of the first quarter ... 

In 38 years, the Rudy Murnley 0VAC All-Star 
Football Charity Oassic hru. donated m ore than 
S838.0'.X) to charity organizations and schol~hi~ 
throughout the Ohio Valley. 

Tyler Hardesty 

Zac Wojciechowski 

Josh Riggans 

Wes Rataiczak 

S50 mail-in rebate AT&T Promotion Carel; 
wilh 2-year wireless service agreement 
on voice and minimum S20/mo data 
plan required per phone 

PANTECH REVEAL'• 
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OVAC all-star gridders getting down to busin 
JEFF HARRISON 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

WEST LIBERTY. W. Va. - They·ve been 
checked in to their dorm rooms. checked out 
by the media and coachel> and now it's time to 
get down to business al> the teams prepare for 
Sunday's 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All­
Star Football Charity Classic. 

Ohio coach Ron Pobolish (Buckeye Local) and 
West Virginia boss Tom Bruney 
(Brooke) both like what they've 
seen so far and are ready to put 
things together during week-long 
training camp on the campus of 
West Liberty University. 

"We broke down things yester­
day (Sunday) and got our keys. 
responsibilities and everything 
done defensively," said Pobolish, 
who will be coaching in the OVAC Classic for 
the sixth time, "and we put in our basic offensive 
packages offensively. so it was a busy day. 

"We ·ve got a lot of kids who can run and catch 
and we need to highlight that in some fashion:· the 
Buckeye bm,s continued. "We might even be more 
athletic than l originally anticipated." 

While Pobolish, who retired at the end of 
last season, 1s known for a run-oriented attack, 
his offensive coordinator. former Bellaire coach 
Gregg Bonar. has always favored the passing 

Jeff Harrison/fhe Daily Jeffersonian 
Ohio all-star Seth Callarik of SL Clairsville 
looks down at his jersey and could very weU 
be saying ''It looks O.K. from my angle" as he 
checks out the accidental upside down lettering 
on his game jersey during media day activities 
at West Liberty University on Monday. 

game. 
'Tm a wing-T man and Gregg is a thrower. so 

we'll adjust to whatever our personnel dictates," 
Pobolish advised. 

While this is Bruney's first coaching assignment 
in the OVAC contest, he's not a stranger to the 
game having kicked the game-winning field goal 
for Ohio in 1981 representing his alma mater, 
Martins Ferry. 

"Right now we're trying to figure out how 
we 're going to replace the three 
guys who didn't show up," said 
Bruney, who had 29 of the origi­
nally-selected 32 players report 
to camp. "We've got good kids, 
but we're having to juggle them 
around and fit them into the puz­
zle the best way we can. 

"One of the things that will help • 
us is having our own quarterback (Brooke's Cotey 
Wallace) running the system and both of our 
inside linebackers are from Brooke. too. 

"There's still a lot of teaching going on and 
things are slow at first," he conceded, "but as we 
get a couple more practices under our belts, we'll 
pick up speed and start to jell as a team." 

Did everyone come into camp in good shape? 
"Absolutely not," Bruney laughed. 'That's not 

unusual for an all-star game, though. I remember 
when I played for (Monroe Central coach) Jay 
Circosta, we all came into camp thinking we were 
in shape and ready to go and after a few sprints 
there were waffles and eggs all over the field." 

As always, Ohio comes into the game as the 
prohibitive favorite having won 14 of the last 15 
games. but Bruney relishes the underdog role. 

"Back when I played, West Virginia was the 
favorites with all the 'big dogs' and D-1 players," 
he recalled, "and it's been pretty much the oppo­
site for a lot of years. 

"I'd rather be the underdog," Bruney continued. 
"We've got nothing to lose because we're not sup­
posed to win the game. Our goal is to keep it close 
and we feel the team that makes the least mistakes 
in a 48-minute game is usually going to win it.'' 

Ohio's Pobolish says he'll try to downplay the 
Ohio-West Virginia rivalry as much as possible, 
but knows it won't be easy. 

"We don't want all of that Ohio-West Virginia 
stuff all week,'' he said. "but based on past experi­
ences, there will be some of that going on. We want 
it to kick in about seven o'clock Sunday night." 

There· s been a lot of talk about doing away with 
the Ohio-West Virginia format and switching to a 
North-South setup, but Bruney - like many oth­
ers - doesn't favor that scenario. 
"I like it the way 1t is because despite the results, 

there's still a rivalry between the states," he said, 
"If you make it a North-South game, it takes some 
of the luster off of it." 

While West Virginia has 29 players, Ohio's roster 
shows 31, but one (Steubenville Central's Mickey 

Jeff Harrisonffhe Dait 

These five players will represent the local area on the Ohio team in the 65th ai 

Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic slated Sunday at Wheeling IslaI 
Kneeling, l tor, are Josh Riggans of Meadowbrook and Wes Rataiczak of Shenando~ 
are Tyler Hardesty of Cambridge, Dalton Smith of Barnesville and Zac Wojci, 
Cambridge. Advance tickets are available at The Daily Jeffersonian office during r, 

ness hours until Friday. Tickets are $7 in advance and $10 at the gate. 

Bednar) is not expected to play due to injury. 
Local players suiting up for Ohio include Tyler 

Hardesty and Zac Wojciechowski of Cambridge; 
Josh Riggans of Meadowbrook; Wes Rataiczak of 
Shenandoah and Dalton Smith of Barnesville. 

The cheerleading squads and the members of 
the McDonald's All-Star Band will report to West 
Liberty on Wednesday. 

In addition to preparing for the game, the partici­
pants will be involved in a host of other activities 
the rest of the week including the George Strager 
Evening with the Stars Banquet at Wheeling Park's 
White Palace on Wednesday; the Queen of Queens 

Pageant at WesBanco Arena on Frida: 
Rally at West Liberty's Russek Field 

Tickets for the Evening with the : 
and must be purchased in advance 
for the Queen of Queens Pageant ar 
be purchased at the door the night 
There is no admission for the Pep R, 

Tickets for the game are $7 in adv. 
at the gate. Advance tickets are ava 
at The Daily Jeffersonian office i1 
Monday through Friday during busir 

Sunday's kickoff for the mid-sumn 
will be at 7: 15 p.m. 

- ------- --------------------
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game. 
'Tm a wing-T man and Gregg is a thrower, so 

we 'II adjust to whatever our personnel dictates," 

Pobolish advised. 
While this is Bruney' s first coaching assignment 

in the OVAC contest, he's not a stranger to the 
game having kicked the game-winning field goal , 

for Ohio in 1981 representing his alma mater, 
Martins Ferry. 
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guys who didn't show up," said 
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As always. Ohio comes into the game as the 
prohibitive favorite having won 14 of the last 15 

games. but Bruney relishes the underdog role. 
"Back when I played. West Vrrginia was the 

favorites with all the 'big dogs' and D-1 players," 
he recalled, "and it's been pretty much the oppo­
site for a lot of years. 

"I'd rather be the underdog." Bruney continued. 
"We've got nothing to Jose because we're not sup­
posed to win the game. Our goal is to keep it close 
and we feel the team that makes the least mistakes 

in a 48-minute game is usually going to win it." 
Ohio's Pobolish says he'U try to downplay the 

Ohio-West Virginia rivalry as much as possible, 
but knows it won't be easy. 

"We don't want all of that Ohio-West Virginia 

stuff all week," he said. "but based on past experi­
ences, there will be some of that going on. We want 

it to kick in about seven o'clock Sunday night." 
There's been a lot of talk about doing away with 

the Ohio-West Virginia format and switching to a 
North-South setup. but Bruney - like many oth­
ers - doesn't favor that scenario. 

"I like 1t the way it is because despite the results, 
there ·s stiII a rivalry between the states," he said, 

"If you make it a North-South game, it takes some 

of the luster off of it." 
While West Virginia has 29 players, Ohio's roster 

show~ 31. but one (Steubenville Central's Mickey 

Jeff Harrison/The Daily Jefferson an 

These five players will represent the local area on the Ohio team in the 65th annual Rudy 

Mumley OVAC AU-Star Football Charity Classic slated Sunday at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Kneeling, I tor, are Josh Riggans of Meadowbrook and Wes Rataiczak of Shenandoah. Standing 

are Tyler Hardesty of Cambridge, Dalton Smith of Barnesville and Zac Wojciechowski of 

Cambridge. Advance tickets are available at The Daily Jeffersonian office during regular busi­

ness hours until Friday. Tickets are $7 in advance and $10 at the gate. 

Bednar) is not expected to play due to injury. 
Local players suiting up for Ohio include Tyler 

Hardesty and Zac Wojciechowski of Cambridge; 

Josh Riggans of Meadowbrook; Wes Rataiczak of 

Shenandoah and Dalton Smith of Barnesville. 
The cheerleading squads and the members of 

the McDonald's All-Star Band will report to West 

Liberty on Wednesday. 
In addition to preparing for the game. the partici­

pants will be involved in a host of other activities 

the rest of the week including the George Strager 

Evening with the Stars Banquet at Wheeling Park's 
White Palace on Wednesday; the Queen of Queens 

Pageant at WesBanco Arena on Friday: and the Pep 
Rally at West Liberty's Russek Field on Saturday. 

Tickets for the Evening with the Stars are $25 
and must be purchased in advance while tickets 

for the Queen of Queens Pageant are $5 and can 
be purchased at the door the night of the event. 

There is no admission for the Pep Rally. 
Tickets for the game are $7 in advance and $ I 0 

at the gate. Advance tickets are available locally 

at The Daily Jeffersonian office in Cambridge 

Monday through Friday during business hours. 
Sunday's kickoff for the mid-summer showcase 

will be at 7:15 p.m. 
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-- 65th Annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Classic--

T-l Pholo/KIM NOf:'ITH 

PICTURED ARE the running backs for this Sunday's 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic. 
Front row, from left, are Scott Peach (Edison), Doren Thomas (Indian Creek) and Brandon Bartrug (Buckeye Local). 
Back row, from left, are Josh Riggans (Meadowbrook), Tyler Arigoni (Ltnion Local), Mickey Bednar (Steubenville Central) 
and Tyler Hardesty (Cambridge). Additional images may be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 

Buckeye players happy 
to share in Pob's finale 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Ron Poboli~h ha~ ~.iid ~ince he accepted 
the po~t a~ Ohio head coach for this week­
end·s 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC 
Ml-Star Ga~sic that he didn ·1 want the 
week to be all about him. 

The highly ~ucces:-ful and equally per­
sonable former Buckeye Local head coach 
announ~:ed his well-documented retire­
ment prior 10 last season and then -
because the Panthers won the OYAC 4-A 
title - he was afforded the opportunity 
10 coach in the annual summer bi -state 
clash. which is set for Sunday evening at 
7: 15 p.m. 

"It ·s no bi!.! deal to me:· Pobolish said. 
--1 just think you know when it"s time and 
this was my time. we·re trying to do the 
best we can to end (my career) with a vic­
tory ... 

Pobolish admits he was leerv at first to 
accept the a~signment he ·s held four other 
times dur ing his career. which has 
spanned 1wo-terms at Buckeye Local. 

'This is a great time and 
I am glad I get to be 
here for Coach Pob 's 
last go-around. ' 

- Bobby Spence 

Cadiz. Harrison Central. John Marshal l. 
However. when he ~at down and 

thought about the chance 10 coach at least 
four-of his players one more time and 
spend a week with most of his coaching 
staff one more time. Pobolish became 
more and more receptive to the idea 
before he formally accepted the OV AC"s 
offer early this year. 

Pobolish - who led the Panther~ to a 
Division II state runnerup' finish in 1994 

- took the conference up on its Ohio rule 
and cho~e four of his own player~. 

And the 111.e~ of Bobby Spence. Joe 
Rine. Rylan Pyciak and Brandon Bartrug 
arcn • t here strict I y because Pobol ish 
coached them. but becam,e they earned it. 

··Thi~ is a great time and I am glad I get 
10 be here for Coach Pob·~ la'>! !.!O-around 
and happy to ~hare in that with him:· 
Spence said. ··we decided we·re going to 
give it one more run and Coach Pob decid­
ed to come with us .•• 

For Bartrug. the op[Jortunity 10 play for 
many of the same coaches and wi th the 
other three aforementioned players has 
conjured up plenty of memories. 

··1 j ust keep thinl.in g about what we 
were able to accomplish the last couple of 
vcars:· Bartru!.!. said ... To be here is an 
honor and since this is the last time I will 
be putting the pads on and being allowed 
to hit someone. I plan on making the most 
of i1.·· 

The four former Panther players are 
seeing a slightly di fferent Pobolish than 

See BUCKEYE, Page B2 

eBuckeye-------------------
conunued from Page B1 

they' re accustomed t9 from 
the regular season last fall. 

"He's a pretty intense 
guy all of the time, but I 
think he's taking it easier 
on us because he wants to 
go out with a win and let 
everyone have a good 
time," Spence said. "He 
doesn't know the kids as 

well as he knew our team 
(at Buckeye). so he doesn't 
want the kids to react dif­
ferently since they're used 
to it. It's gone well so far." 

Despite his attempts to 
sell the public, players and 
media that this year' s 
OVAC Game isn't about 
him, Pobolish received two 

Internet Access! 
-

SERVING MARTINS FERRY 

standing ovations at 
Wednesday's George 
Stragcr Evening With the 
Stars dinner and has drawn 
constant rave reviews from 
his West Virginia counter­
part. Tom Bruney this 
week .. 

It's been quite a few 
weeks for Pobolish, who 
doesn't like the limelight. A 
couple of weekends ago, 
Pobolish's family surprised 
him with a retirement party 
and now the entire OV AC 
is tipping its cap lo him. 

There have been 

moments where the stern 
head coach has seemingly 
gotten a little choked up 
already. 

However. he ' s been 
schooling his players all 
week on keeping their emo­
tions in check until game 
time Sunday evening. 
However, he may have a 
tougher time keeping his 
own in check come Sun~ay 
night when he leaves 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Staskey can be reached 
at sstask.ev@timesleader-
0111;11e.co11i 
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THE OHIO ros­
ter features a 

plethorq. of 
quarterbacks 

including these 
four players. 
From left are 

Derek-London 
Dierkes 

(Monroe 
Central), Marco 

Ricchetti 
(Martins Ferry), 

Dalton Smith 
(Barnesville) 

and Joe Rine 
(Buckeye 

Local). · 

T•l Photo/KIM 
NORTH 

Ohio deep at · Q·B 
• Monroe's Dierkes, Barnesville's Smith appear ticketed for signal-caller duties 
By SETH STASKEV 
limes Leader Sports Editor 

Taking a quick glimpse at the 
Ohio roster for Sunday's Rudy 
Mum Icy Charity OV AC All Star 
Football Cla!>sic. it·~ not hard to 
figure out it wa~ the year of the 
quarterback. 

There arc no fewer than five 
player~ on the Buckeyes· 3 I -man 
roi.ter who ·ve got quarterback list­
ed as their primary offen~ive posi­
tion. 

Obviously. not all five guys are 
goim? to ~ce time under center or 
in the shotgun for offen<,1ve coor­
dinator Gre·gg Bonar·s ~cherne. 

.. We ·.ve got a lot of back-ups if 
we need them." smiled Martin~ 
Ferry product Marco R1cchetti. 

From earlv indications. the 
quarterbacking dutie!> will come 
down to Monroe Centrar, Derek­
London Dierkes and Barnewille·s 
Dalton Smith. 

--wc·ve got a lot of kids who 
can throw ... ~Pobolish said. ··But a 
lot of those kids can also catch or 
play defense. so they'll all help us 
come Sunday night." 

With the two quarterbacb 
seemingly entrenched. ir" a mat­
ter of learning the syqem or 
shall we -.ay systems? 
According to Ohio head coach 
Ron Pobolish. the offen1,ive game 
plan could feature a mixture of all. 
but when he and his coaching 
staff picked their roster in the 
spring they picked versatile ath-

Jetes. 
·-i-m a Wino-T coach and 

Coach Bonar 1s t throwing coach. 
so J don·t really know what's 
going to happen:· Poboli~h 
laughed during Monday·s media 

\~~ 

~~ 

day at West Liberty University. ··1 
guess you'll have ·to come to the 
!!ame to figure that out. but we'll 
adj ust to whatever our personnel 
dictates.·· 

When they hit the field for 

THE TWO head 
coaches, West 

.:.n.--- ""11 Virginia's Tom 
Bruney (left) and 
Ohio's Ron. 
Pobolish (right), 
for Sunday's 65th 
annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC 

• All-Star Charity 
FootbaH Classic 
posed with game 
director Bob Koch 
during Monday's 
media day activi­
ties at Russek 
Field at West 
Liberty University. 

T·L Photo/SETH 
$TASKEY 

their tiN practice Sunday evening 
and during Monday·s three work­
out\. the Buckeyes worked on a 
little bit of everything offensively. 

See, OVAC, Page B2 

M i II i ken 
wore 
many 
hats for 
OVAC 

\ 
KIM NORTH 

Kim's Korner: 
There was something 

missing when the players 
from Ohio and West 
Virginia reported to West 
Liberty University on 
Sunday to begin prepara­
tions for the 65th annual 
Rudy Mumley Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference All­
Star Charity Football 
Classic. 

Let me re-phrase that. 
There was ~omeone miss­

ing. 
That someone was Torn 

Milliken who donated his 
time and efforts. not only to 
the OV AC football game, 
but the OV AC Ron Mauck 
Wrestl ing Tournament and 
the W. Va. Super Six. 

·Torn was a great ambas­
sador for the conference. 
\Yheeling Park High School 
and the Super Six:· former 
All-Star Game Director Ron 
Mauck said. ''He was a 
great j C1y lo be around. so 
this is a sad time for us. He 
was a very kind person who 
always addressed everyone 
with a warm smile.'' 

M illiken passed away last 
weekend after a short ill­
ness. He was laid to rest this 
morning. 

Ironically. for his loyalty 
the program for this year's 
game - to . be played 
Sunday night at Wheeling 
Island Stadium will be 
dedicated in his honor. 

"Tom was the grease that 
made the wheel go around," 
Mauck continued. "He 
never wanted to be the 
wheel and he never wanted 
to be the spoke. He did the 
little things that no one 
wanted to do. or that no one 
saw ... the intangible 
thmgs." 

Mauck's time with 
Milliken not only involved 
athletics. but the families, 

See, KORNER, Page B2 
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along with the Meyer's, 
would meet several times a 
year at Oglebay Park. 

"Our families developed 
a great relationship," 
Mauck recalled. "We'd 
meet at Oglebay for 
Oglebayfest and New Years 
Eve." 

Day activities on the 
Russek Field turf. 

His red No. 32 had O-I­
H-O printed across the top 
of it! 

Game Director Bob Koch 
said Milliken 

However, OV AC offcials 
said late Monday that 
Callarik would have a new 
jersey in time for 
Wednesday's Strager 
Evening with the Stars. 

had been 
associated 
with Jhe 
game longer 
than anyone 
current. 

"He was 
here with 
Rudy over 

Ohio Residents Playing 
forW.Va. 

Two members of the 
Mountaineer squad have a 
little added incentive this 
week. 

30 years ---"--......, 

Wheeling Central's Zach 
Hood starred for Wheeling 
Central during his prep 
days while living in Martins 

ago," Koch 
noted. "There's not many of 
those guys left around." 

Ferry. , 
Linsly's Craig Kuhar 

grew up in St. Clairsville. 
Koch added that Milliken 

was one of those unique 
guys. 

"He never expected to be 
paid. He would be at events 
that nobody else was at," 
Koch added. "Tom told me 
one lime that he just liked 
to see the expressions on 
the kids' faces." 

According to Koch, a 
moment of silence in 
Milliken's honor will be 
observed prior to Sunday's 
contest. 

Tom Rataiczak, OV AC 
executive director, said it 
will be hard to find another 
Tom Milliken. 

"I don't know how you 
replace a guy l ike Tom. The 
man was always there to 
promote and help out. 
Anything we ever asked 
him to do he did without 
asking any questions. 

"It's guys like him that 
allow us to do the things 
we've been able to, do," 
Rataiczak continued. 
"Nowadays it's hard to find 
people like that because 
people just aren't stepping 
up like they did in the past." 

Milliken was probably 
best known as being the 
ticket seller at the back door 
for all Wheeling Park bas­
ketball games. 

Being a member of the 
media, I never had to enter 
that door. but I do remem­
ber Tom from my days cov­
ering the OV AC wrestling 
tournament. 

I'd almost bet Tom will 
be watching the game 
Sunday night, but from a 
higher level. 

0-H-1-0 or 0-1-H-0? 
St. Clairsville's Seth 

Callarik wasn't sure when 
he first put his game jersey 
on Monday during Media 

"It feels pretty special," 
Hood admitted Monday. "I 
always wanted to play in 
this game. I just want to 
beat them because they are 
always favored." 

Hood played one of his 
better games last season in 
a victory at, ironically, 
Martins Ferry. 

Kuhar said, "Most of my 
friends are in St. Clairsville, 
so I'm gearing for them. I 
want to win this game." 

According to both, this 
will be the last game that 
play in. Hood is going to 
attend West Liberty, with 
Kuhar headed to WVU. 

GAME NOTES 
■ Ohio head coach Rob 

Pobolish, while addressing 
the media Monday, pulled 
no punches when describ­
ing his team. 

"We run a 4-4 defense 
and a wing-T on offense. 
No tricks," he said. 
■ Meanwhile, W.Va. 

head coach Tom Bruney 
said he's been associated 
with this game twice, and 
Pobolish has been on the 
other sidelines both times. 

"In high school I had the 
opportunity to play in the 
198 I game for Coach (Jay) 
Circosta and Pob was on 
the W. Va. staff," he 
recalled. "Now I'm coach­
ing the W. V,a. team against 
his Ohio team. He's a class 
act and had a great career." 
■ Contrary to recent 

media reports, Rataiczak 
stressed to those in atten­
dance that "the OV AC is 
alive and well. It has been 
for 68 years and it will be 
for another 68 years. You 
can ·take that to the bank." 

North can be reached at 
h1orth@ti1nesleaderonline.com 

e OVAC------
Continued from Page 81 

Dierkes is just one of four players on the Ohio roster listed 
as a one-way player, which may be an indication of what 
the Buckeyes' depth chart could look· like come Sunday 
evening. 

"Coach Pob and Coach Bonar definitely have two dif­
ferent offenses, but that's nice since we've got the ability 
to change it up on the defense," Dierkes observed. "There 
could be times when we come with the spread, but the 
very next play have a full-house backfield. We've got the 
personnel to be pretty balanced." 

Dierkes - who passed for 840 yards and ran for 570 
more in the Seminoles' run-first offense - was rather 
tight lipped during media day on what the Mountaineers 
and fans could expect to see from the Ohio squad. 

"I am not really sure, you'll have to ask the coaches.'' 
Dierkes relayed. "But, I am not so sure they'll even tell 
you." 

Smith, meanwhile, was a little more forthright in the 
Buckeyes' plan. 

"We' re putting in a little bit of both," said Smith. 
"We've got some spread from Coach Bonar and then 
Coach Pob's offense, so it's been fun." 

Smith passed for more than 1,400 yards and 13 touch­
downs with the Shamrocks and he was also a standout on 
defense. 

Ricchetti, Buckeye Local's Joe Rine and Shadyside's 
Dylan Kimble are the other quarterbacks listed on the ros­
ter. 

However, the facts would indicate all three are quite 
capable of playing other positions. 

Ricchetti was a first-team all-Ohioan in the defensive 
backfield for the Purple Riders, while Rine. was a brilliant 
defensive end with his 6-ft-7 frame. Kimble, meanwhile, 
shifted to quarterback by near necessity for the Tigers and 
played all over the field prior to his final campaign. 

·'It doesn't matter to me to where I play," Ricchetti 
said. "I can be a utility man if needed and play receiver, 
defense or even some quarterback if need be. I love play­
ing and I'm just trying to get on the field anywhere I can 
to help the team." • 

Despite their athleticism and versatility, Pobolish 
knows these kids are moving positions and in a week's 
time they might not be as crisp. 

"Moving out of position is tough on some guys, but it's 
got to happen, so that we can have an actual team with the 
common goal of winning the game," Pobolish said. 

Dierkes, meanwhile, doesn't think any of the Buckeyes 
- regardless of who 's playing where - will have a 
tough time picking up something new. 

" We've got a lot of athletes here who can play any 
position on the field," Dierkes said. "It's really good that 
we've got a big group of athletes to choose from." 

With so many weapons, could the Buckeyes dig into 
their bag of tricks? 

"We'll be putting them in," Smith smiled. 
Kickoff is slated for 7: 15 p.m. Sunday evening. 

Staskey can be reached at 
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 
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OVAC All-Star gridders clash tonight at,Wheeling Island Stadium 
OVAC from page B-1 
McDonald's All-Star Band coordinator; Dianna 
Vargo is the George Stmger Evening with the St..trs 
Coordinator; and Steve Kish is the Ten-Year Reunion 
Coordinator ... 

A half-doze11 of thi:, year':, players had relativ~ 
participate in previous OVAC games. including 
Alex Gompcr.; of Wheeling Centr.tl (his father Tom 
played in 1976); Jordan Sorge of Wheeling Centml 
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{his gmndfather Jack Schuetz pl.iyed in 1954); Seth 
Ctllarik of St. C].iir.,ville (his father Casey played in 
1991 ); Joe Rine of Buckeye Local (his 
father Chuck played in 1981 ); Bobby 
Spence of Buckeye Locul (his father 
Rob played in 1979): and Ben Wiggins 
of Steubenville (hi~ father Ben played 

Mike Clyde, Dave ~ski. Chris Allen. DJ. Hines 
and Tom Costantini. The honor.uy official b Ron 

Mauck. .. 

in 1983) ... 
The officials for the g.ime include 

Butch Minkemeyer, John PrLelenski, 

171e Jen-Year Reunion of those par­
ticipat\og in the game will be recog­
nized during the game and players from 
the al~ games in I 953, '54 and '55 
will • also honored. with fiJ or more 
of tho: expected to be on hand ... 

171e finishers of the Queen of 
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Queens Pageant will be announced at halftime. with a 
total of $5,(XJO in schol,u-;hips awarded to the top five 
finishers a~ well as Mi~s Congeniality ... 

One fa11 will get the opportumty to attempt the 
$10,00:) Punt. P,a,;s and Kick event spon~rcd by The 
Health Plan ,11 the end of the first quarter ... 

In 38 years, the Rudy Munlley OVAC AII-Sw 
Football Charity Classic has doruted m ore than 
$838,(XX) to c:hanty organii'Attions .incl schol~hip~ 
throughout the Ohio Valley. 
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OVAC MEDIA DAY 

, . . Photo by Rick Thorp 
Brooke s Mike ~oscev,c (32) and Wheeling Central's Jordan Sorge get ready to have their pictures taken 
Monday at Media Day for the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Footbalf Charity Classic. 

Hitting The­
Ground Running 

Coaches implement 
systems as practice 
gets going at WLU 

By RICK THORP 
Staff Writer 

WEST LIBERTY - The Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Football 
Charity Classic got a lot more colorful 
Monday afternoon at West Liberty 
University. 

Against the backdrop of Russek 
Field's Mondo-Turf. players from 
West Virginia and Ohio donned game 
jerseys for the event's annual Media 
Day festivities. 

It was a welcome break for the 
group of nearly 60 players that hit the 
ground running soon after arriving at 
camp Sunday afternoon. 

But while it was a busy day. Ohio 
coach Ron Pobolish said plenty was 
accomplbhed. 

• ·our defen~ive coaches met with 
all of the players and their responsibil­
ities down." he said. ··we implement­
ed our base offern,e. got to evaluate all 

"We have 29 players in camp and we'll play 
all of them. They are all-stars and we'll 

cut them loose Sunday." 
Ron Pobolish 
Ohio coach 

or qur players. looked at kids for spe­
cial teams ... so. we had a busy first 
day.'' 

. Pobolish, the former Buckeye Local 
High School coach. discovered his 
team had more athleticism than origi­
nally thought 

"We'll adjust to whatever our per­
sonnel dictates:· Pobolish noted. 

Pobolish will be implementing his 
Wing-T scheme but. with the help of 
assistant coach Gregg Bonar, will also 
be utilizing the spread. 

..We have a lot of kids that can 
catch and we need to highlight that in 
some fashion:· Pobolish said. . 

Monroe Central quarterback Derek­
London Dierkes is the favorite to start 

Sunday night's 7: 15 p.m. tilt at Wheel­
ing Island Stadium. But Pobolish has 
plenty of options behind center. 

In addition to the former Seminole. 
Pobolish has at his dh,posal the servic­
es of Martins Ferry's Marco Ricchetti 
and his own former signalcaller. Joe 
Rine. 

Whomever the quarterback is, the 
Buckeyes has plenty of speed at 
receiver, led by Steubenville· s Trey 
Wiggins and Union Local 's Brandon 
Nicholes 

"We have a lot of speed and a lot of 
players that can do damage at different 
positions,'' Wiggins said. 

Please See RUNNING. Paf!.e 16 

20 -THE INTELLIGENCER-Whee ing, W.Va. SPORTS 

Milliken 
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Milliken Left 
Lasting 
Impression 

' 

On the Valley 
By RICK THORP 

Staff Writer 
WEST LIBERTY - I never had a 

chance to meet Tom Milliken. 
He was always one of those faces I saw 

c~vering games. but ne_ver h~d the opportu­
nity to have a conversation with. 

That's my loss. Because from everyone 
I've spoken with the past few days. I've 
come to learn more about the type of person 
he was and the love he had for the youth of 
the valley. 

Milliken. who was a familiar face at 
Wheeling Park High School and OV AC ath­
letic evcnb for years. died Saturday at age 
71. 

One of Milliken's favorite events was the 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Football . 
Charity Classic. slated for 7: 15 p.m. Sunday 
at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Bob Koch. the game's director. said Mil­
liken had been i11volved with the contest 
since Mumley himself directed the bi-state 
event. 

"Tom was an instrumental ouy." Koch 
~aid at Monday's Media Day festivities at 
West Liberty University's Student Union . 

. ·'As the years go on there are fewer and 
fewer folks involved in the game that were 
involved when Rudy was doing it.'' 

During Koch's words to the West Vir• 
ginia and Ohio squads Sunday. Koch had to 
compose himself more than once when talk­
ing about Milliken. a Warwood resident. 

··we dedicated the game program to him 
this_year." he said. -~' It's pretty tough to 
realize that after all of these years he· s not 
going to be here. 

•'When it was time to pass out eqmpment. 
he was there. When we needed him to sell 
programs. he was there. He'd even come out 
(to West Liberty) for activities through the 
week. 

• 'And he never wanted anything in return. 
He never asked for anything. He was just 
there ... 

Milliken aho fulfilled a myriad of duties 
for the Ron Mauck OV AC Wrestling Cham-
pionships. ~ 

··1 was talking with Ron (also a former 
director of the OV AC all-star football game) 
and he said that Tom wasn't a big wheel or a 
small wheel. but he was the grease ... Koch 
added. • 'He just helped make everything go. 
Those people are hard to find... -

Bernie Dolan. principal and former athlet­
ics director at Wheeling Park. echoed those 
sentiments. 

• • H~ was a great guy ... a great guy to be 
greeting people as they came into our 
events.·· Dolan said. ··He met everyone 
with a smile and was very dependable and 
very professional. .. 

Please See MILLIKEN. Paf?e 20 
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M i lliken was probably 
best known a~ the back 
door t icke t seller at 
Wheeling Park basketball 
games. 

director. remembered Mil 
liken as a key cog in 
Park's gameday opera­
tions. 

whose father. Chuck. 
played in 1981: Bobby 
Spence (Buckeye Local). 
whose father. Rob. played 
in 1979: and Trey Wig­
gins (Steubenville). whose 
father. Ben. played in 
1983. 

contest. The rest of the 
officiating crew includes 
John Przelenski (umpire): 
Mike Clyde (linesman): 
'Dave Polanski (line 
judge): Chris Allen (side 
judge): D.J . Hines (field 
judge): and Tom Castanti­
ni (back judge). 

River. They $7 in advance 
and $1 0 at the gate. Fans 
aged 5 and under are 
admitted free. 

burg (Kroger) and Wheel­
ing (Kroger). 

Ohio ticket locations are 
Bellaire (Kroger). Cam­
bridge (The Jeffersonian), 
East Liverpool (All-Sports 
Supplies). Martins Ferry 
(Kroger). Shadys ide 
(DeFelice Brothers Pizza), 
St. Clairsville (Kroger). 
Steubenville (Kroger and 
Smitty's Floors), 
Wellsville (Center Phar­
macy) . Wintersville 
(Kroger) and Woodsfield 
(Weber's Drugs) . 

''Whether 11 be basket­
ball or football or any kind 
of event at (Wheeling 
Island Stadium) Tom was 
usually there. I also think 
he worked every Super 
Six we ·ve had here ... 

M i lliken wa\ al\o a 
presence at Patriots track 
events. 

• 'His wife. Sandy. was 
always hel ping ... Dolan 
added. • '(Tom) made it a 
family affair.·· 

Dwaine Rodgers. the 
Patriot~· current athletic!-. 

··Tom played a big role 
(.it Park) for a long time:· 
Rodgers said. ··He was 
always someone you could 
count on and was a gentle 
man.· · -

All in the Familv 
Thi~ year·s game will 

be a family affair for six 
players. 

Five of them have 
fathers who arc alums of 
the contest - Alex Gom­
pers (Wheeling Central). 
whose father. Tom. played 
in 176: Seth Callarik (St. 
Clairsville). whose father. 
Casey. played in 1991 : 
Joe Rine (Buckeye Local). 

Jordan Sorge and his 
grandfather. Jack Schuetz. 
will both be on the field. 
Sorge, as an all- star for 
Wheeling Central. and 
Schuetz. who will be 
among the returning play­
ers from the 1954 contest 
being recognized. , 

Teams trom 195 3 and 
1955 will also be feted 
during the game. 

It's Official 
Butch Minkemeyer is 

the referee for Sunday·s 

Mauck is the Honorary 
Official. 

That's the Ticket 
Tickets are the game are 

available al many loca­
tions on the West Virginia 
and Ohio sides of the Ohio 

West Virginia ticket 
locations include Ben­
wood (Kroger). Cameron 
(Greg· s Market). Chester 
(Citizen Drug). 
Moundsville (Kroger). 
New Martinsville 
(Witschey's Supermarket), 
Warwood (Kroger). Weir­
ton ( Kroger. Three 
Springs orrve and Main 
Street locations) . Wells-

EZToUse Directories 
Most Affordable & Effective 



Hunn,ng 
(Continued from Page IS) around. 

Cambridge's Tyler 
Hardesty, Indian Creek's 
Doren Thomas and Buck­
eye Local' s Brandon 
Bartrug are candidates at 
running back. 

"One of the things we 
were shooting for was not 
having to play guys both 
ways.'' 

One thing Bruney is 
sure of is what to expect 
from quarterback Cotey 
Wallace, who helped 
guide the Bruins to a 
Super Six berth last sea­
son. 

Steubenville Catholic's 
Mickey Bednar, while 
with the team. is injured 
and likely won't see action 
Sunday. 

''We have 29 players in 
camp and we'll play all of 
them," Pobolish said. 
• 'They are all-stars and 
we' II cut them loose Sun­
day.'' 

Bruney entered camp 
without the services of 
three players, who were 
unable to attend one rea­
son or another. 

"It's an honor to be 
selected and it has been a 
lot easier with Coach 
Bruney here," said Wal­
lace, who threw and ran 
for more than 1,000 yards 
in 2009. 

But while he may have 
had to alter his plans a bit, 
the Brooke High School 
coach is still excited with 
the group he has in tow. 

Wallace is hoping to 
halt Ohio's five-game win­
ning streak in what will be 
his second straight game at 
Wheeling Island Stadium 
going back to last season. 

Ohio has won 14 of the 
last 15 meetings against 
West Virginia. The lone 
Mountaineers triumph dur­
ing the period was in 
2004 (21-7). 

"We can't worry about 
the guys that aren't here," 
Bruney said. "We have to 
take care of the guys we 
do have because they are 
still all-stars. We'll try to 
fit them in the puzzle as 
best we can and see what 
we can come out with. 

'· I know most of the 
stuff in this system," he 
said, ''but I'll refresh a lit­
tle bit and should be OK.•' 

'·we_ have enough guys 
to get II done, but we'll 
have to move some guys 

Oak Glen's Seth Barn­
hart and Wheeling Cen­
tral• s Zach Hood -are also 
in the quarterback mix for 
West Virginia. 

Boot------
(Continued from Page 13) 

Turning the Tables 
Annually the talk lead­

ing up to the game centers 
on the assumption the 
Buckeyes simply have too 
many horses up front for 
the Mountaineers to han­
dle. Generally speaking. 
that"s been the case pretty 
much on a yearly basis. 

Ohio i.'> said to have big 
ger. stronger. faster play­
ers. and more of them to 
boot. That wasn ·t the ca~e 
this time. 

··Surprisingly. you 
could tell they were start­
ing to fatigue in the third 
quarter and our guys were 
ge!ting stronger ... Bruney 
said . "That's what we 
talked about on the bench 
during a change of possC.'>• 
l,ion - if you keep com­
mg off the ball and chang­
ing the line of scrimmage. 
then we can control the 
game and win it.·· 

Parkersburg South·~ 
Hunter Fereuson. who 
scored a pair of touch ­
downs in the victory. saw 
that coming to fruition as 
far back as the first days 

Rine 
(Continued from Page 13) 

Now. as far as off the 
field. the biggel,t concern 
was the fact the OVAC saw 
a 30-percent increase in 
term, of rent to stay at West 
Liberty during the week of 
camp leading up to the 
game. 

A_gain. it'~ simple. 
First of all. don't arrive 

for camp until Wedne!-iday. 
How much better will a 
team get with three less 
days of practice? Just go 
twice Wedne-;day. twice 
Thursday. and twice Friday. 

That cuts out three days 
of room and board. as well 
as three meals a day. 

If you decide that's not 
an option and you still want 
to begm Sunday. then have 
the players commute for 

of camp. 
.. I like being the under­

dog." he said. "We knew 
we had to do what we had 
to do. 

"The whole week (the 
Buckeyes) were arrogant 
and didn't work near as 
hard as us or practice as 
long as us. 

"It showed." 
Do~ 't Change a Thing 
With Wei;t Virginia fail­

ing to do much offensively 
in the first half. the 
natives. many of them 
calling for their team to 
abandon the spread run­
ning game in favor of the 
pass. were getting restless. 
Bruney may or may not 
have heard them, but they 
didn't affect his playcall ­
mg. 

"Never. Always stick to 
the game plan." he said. 
.. One thmg I always think 
about is that movie 
• Remember the Titans.· 

"The coach said it's 
just like novocaine - be 
patient and give it time to 
work. 

"That's just what we 
did ... 

those three days. Guys from 
far away places like 
Zanesville. Parkersburg 
South. University and Mor­
gantown can be put up in 
hotels and that significantly 
reduces your costs for the 
week. 

One final way of cutting 
cash is by working out 
some sort of deal with one 
of the local establishments 
like Figaretti's. Undos. or 
Quaker Steak and Lube. I 
have no second thoughts 
about each one being more 
than happy to donate one 
meal a day. 

The game is already 
good. But it has the poten­
tial to be great. 

Shawn Rine can be 
reached via e-mail at 
Ri11e @theintelligencer.net 

Monday, July 26, 2010 

W.Va. 
(Continued from Page 13) 

·'Everyone says defense 
wins championships:· Weir­
ton Madonna"s Lou Comis 
said. "and that's what hap­
pened (Sunday) ... 

Buckeyes were foiled by a 
bad snap. Then. with the 
clock running, Cook's 32-
yard field-goal attempt was 
swatted down by Comis. 

• 'That was outstanding,·' 
Bruney said. • ·our goal there 
was to hold them to at least 
three. We held them and 
then blocked the darn thing. 
That gave us momentum 
going into the third quarter.•· 

Indeed. 
'' As the game progressed 

I could sense that our kids 
were getting stronger and 
their kids were fatiguing ... 
Bruney said. "I think that 
was a big factor because 
about midway of the third 
quarter our kids started to 
realize that our plan was 
coming to fruition. 

"We wanted to keep the 
~ame close and win it in the 
fourth quarter.'· 

Actually. West Virginia 
took the lead for good in the 
third quarter. on the first of 
two touchdown runs by 
Parkersburg South's Hunter 
Ferguson. 

And when Ferguson 
scored from short yardage 
again early in the fourth 
quarter to give West Virginia 
a I 7-7 lead. it increased the 
Mountaineers· confidence 
and deflated the Buckeyes. 

"We just seemed to be a 
hair 9ff ... a little sluggish ... 
a disappointed Ohio coach 
Ron Pobolish said moments 
after coaching his final 
game. 

"We battled but it looks 
like we got whipped m the 
trenches. 

"Our kids had a good 
week and the tried hard. but 
(Sunday) we came up a bit 
short.'' 

Things got off to a great 
start for Ohio as Cam­
bridge's Tyler Hardesty ran 
for 9 and I I yards on the 
first two plays from scrim­
mage. 

But the Buckeyes - and 
the Mountameen. - could­
n't find any offensive 
rhythm. 

That was until late In the 
first half when Ohio drove 
5 7 yards in eight plays to 
record the game's first score. 
a 6-yard jaun_t by quarter­
back Derek-London Dierkes. 
Logan Cook'!-i extra point 
gave Ohio a 7-0 lead. 

With the West Virginia 
defense doing its thing, the 
Mountaineers offense fol­
lowed suit. 

After Oak Glen's Tyler 
Reed picked off a Dierkes 
pass and returned it to the 
9hio I 0. West Virginia need 
JUst two plays to take the 
lead. 

Ferguson ran for 7 yards 
on the first play and scored 
the TO on the second to help 
give West Virginia a I 0-7 
lead. 

"It might have been odd 
to see such a big kid in our 
offense." Bruney said of the 
former South star, who led 
Wes! Virginia with 57 yards 
rushing. • 'but he has some 
pretty nimble feet.'' 

Down I7-7with9:39 
left. Ohio and former Bar­
nesville star Dalton Smith 
directed a I 2-play, 77-yard 
drive that culminated with a 
I6-yard touchdown pass 
from Smith to ex 
Steubenville receiver Trey 
Wiggins to help make the 
score 17-14. 

On the ensuing kickoff. 
C_ook attempted an onside 
ktck. but the ball simply 
spun around at the Ohio 40, 
where West Virginia took 
over. 

Wallace had runs of 14 
and 16 yards on the drive. 
And then Stefan Varner. of 
John Marshall, scored from 
I yard out to seal the victory. 

Wallace completed his 
first eiiht passes and fin­
ished with 60 yards for West 
Virginia. while Nate Taylor 
caught three balls for 26 
yards. 

Smith was IO of 21 for 
I 14 yards for Ohio. with 
Brand~n Nicholes. fonnerly 
of Union Local. catching 
four passes for 3 7 yards. West Virginia. utilizing 

Bruney·s spread offense . 
marched nght back. And 
when the Mountai' neers·· wes1Vtrgini•2•.0hiou 

West Virgini• 0 3 7 14 - 24 

drive stalled at the Ohio 30. Ohio o , o , - 14 

Parkersburg South's Michael i=.~~r~i1!~~;"4~Cookkic1cl 

Molinari came on and calm- W - Ferguson 3 run !Molinari kick) 
W - Ferguson 1 run !Molinari kicf<I 

ly booted a 47-yard field O-Wiggins16passfromSmith 

I t h J d 3 (Coook kick) 
g<?a 0 CUt t _e ea to 7- W - Varner 1 run (Molinari kick) 

with 5: 14 left m the half. Statistics 

Later in the.quartei:. Ohio _ 1Fe~u:~~gi tW.121J'.9:.:J~i,!i~ 1 lt!~d 
got the ball With I . 5 7 Bares 5-9. George 2-6. V•rner 1'1.,d: 

~ · · Q h • Hood H·6I; Ohio 27,96-td (Dierkes 13· 

remamtng. n t e SCC0nd 64-td, Harde01y 4-18. Thomas 3·2, Smith 

play. Dierkes scrambled up s.16• S~nc~ 1+41. . . . 
. PHS1"9. West V,rg,n,a 9. 12·60 IW&I• 

the middle for 38 yards lace 9·11-60. Hood 0-1 01; Ohio 15.33. 

Then. the fonner Monroe l~!:~12x (Dierkes 5-12·43-x, Smith 10-21· 

Central quarterback hit Mar- R .. oiving: West Vorginia (George 2 

t. . c , M R" . 19, Yocum 1•7, Taylor 3-26. Bates 1-5, 

ITIS reny S aTCO ICChett1 Kuhar HI, Ferguson H-5); Ohio (Callarik 

for I I more. Two more 1·19._Nicholes 4•37, Rata,c,ak 1 , . Ric• 

D
. . . . chett, 1-11. Spence 3-42, Wayt. 1·9. Wig-

1erkes runs put Ohio ms1de gins 1-16-td. Kimble 1 16. Thomas 2-6). 

the Io. poised to take a com- 13 Fnt Downs: West Virginia 12; Ohio 

manding lead. • fumbles: West Vi~gini~ 1-0; Ohio _0-0. 

But on third down. the 27. P....rnes: WeS1Vtrg,nia5-2S; Oh,06-



PADRES SWEEP PIRATES 

Brad Lincoln had another poor outing in a 
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RUDY MUMLEY OVAC ALL-STAR FOOTBALL CHARl·TY CLASSIC 

A Few Simple Fixes to the Mid-Summer Event 
WHEELING - A lot of questions 

have been- posed recently about the 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity 
Football Classic. After Sunday's 65th 
annual installment. each and every one 
of them persists. 

After a week of deliberation and 
another firsthand view of the event. I 
think I've come up with some pretty 
good solutions - both for the confer­
ence· s wallet and those who attend the 
game. 

We"ll start with the !?ame itself. 
It's admirable what the OV AC has 

put together for what it is now calling 
its· All-Star Gala.· Frankly. however. 
there's too much shoehorned into one 
night of entertainment. We've got the 

Queen of Queens. the recognition of 
past all-stars, the All-Star Cheerleaders 
and the OV AC McDonald's All-Star 
Band. 
. Though all are nice ideas. the game 
itself has almost become secondary. 
Sunday's edition lasted more than three 
hours - three hours for a high school 
football game! And heck. this one went 
by quickly. 

On a sheet of paper taped up inside 
the West Virginia locker room. the con­
ference allotted 15 minutes for the nam­
ing of the Queen of Queens. and another 
15 for the band to play during halftime. 
That's a half an hour - it lasted longer 
than that - for what is normally a 20-
minute affair during a regular-season 

.. -
.... . 
' \ .:, . *- ~.-
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Shawn Rine 

game. 
What's the solution? 
Well. both those groups are on the 

field prior to kickoff. How about the 
band serenades the fans into the stadium 
with an endless number of songs. and 
the Queen is actually named at the con-

Photos by Mike Palmer 

Top: Brooke's Cotey Wa,llace (1) gets behind his offensive line as he looks to escape pressure during Sunday's 
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. Bottom: Wheeling Park's Mar­
cus George eludes a .tackle from an Ohio defender. • 

W. Va. Snaps Skid 
Mountaineers defense takes control in 
second half of 24-14 victory vs. Ohio 

Bv RICK THORP 
• Staff Writer 

WHEELING - One play can 
change the course of a football 
game. 
- The final play of the first half 
of Sunday night's Rudy Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Football Charity 
Classic proved that. 

West Virginia's blocked field 
goal as time ~expired after the first 
24 minutes not only kept Ohio 
from a 10- ~ halftime lead. but 
!.parked a Mountaineers defense 
that controlled the next 24. 

kids and our coaching staff 
because they worked their butts 
off this week." West Virginia 
and Brooke High School coach 
Torn Bruney said. 

West Virginia's victory 
snapped Ohio's five-game win­
ning streak and gave the Moun­
taineers their first victory since a 
21-7 triumph in 2004. 

"Everyone picked us to lose 
this game. but we came out and 
proved everyone wrong," said 
West Virginia quarterback Cotey 
Wallace. who guided Brooke to 
Wheeling Island Stadium for the 
Super Six last December. 

That trip resulted in a loss to 
South Charleston. But there were 
plenty of smiles Sunday night. 
not only for the four Bruins in the 
game. but for the rest of the 
Mountaineers. -- . . -

Wc~t Virginia held Ohio to 
mrnu,- I 2 v,1rds of total offense 
during the tir~t 14:21 of the sec­
ond half. And during that same 
time. the Mountaineers scored 14 
unan~wered points en route to a 
24-1-+ triumph in the 65th install­
ment of the .\ummer gleam game 
at Whcelin!! Island Stadium. 

.. As a t'<)al:h. I'm elated for our Please See W.VA .. Page 16 
. ... ~ ;,. .. - · --. . 

l.:!:g~~ .. ;,,.e~~- . ..;\,. -. ~ ..:_ - ~ -

Fitting End for Bruney 
l l n 'nrr Ohio Vallev Hall of ashardasthesekidsandcoach-

clusion of the pageant Friday night. You 
can still introduce them all during • 
pregame. and that way the winner gets 
not one. but two days in the sun. 

In the process. you ·ve just shaved 
approximately 1 2 minutes off the time 
restless fans have to sit in the stands. 
and everyone gets home that much 
sooner. 

Lastly. get the game off television -
at least live television. 

After the longer-than-necessary half­
nme (they may as well change the name 
to 'halthourtime') we all had to sit 
through a TV timeout following the first 
change of possession. 

Please See RINE. Pa~e 16 

Molinari 
Puts Boot 
To Ohio 
South kicker plays 
key role for W.Va. 

By SHAWN RINE 
Sports Editor 

WHEELING - The 47-yard field 
goal in the second quarter of the 65th 
annual Rudy Mumley OV AC Al I­
S tar' Charity Football Classic will 
forever be a part of the box score. 
But the better part of Parkersburg 
South's Michael Molinari's work 
won't be found in such places . 

His labor was not lost on We<;t 
Virginia coach Tom Bruney. howev­
er. 

··J told Michael. I said 'look. I 
don't like watching kickoffs. I usual­
ly go back to the bench and get a 
drink and listen to the crowd. but I 
don't watch it because they scare 
me.· • • Bruney said following the 
Mountaineers· 24- 14 victory against 
Ohio at Wheeling Island Stadium. "I 
said. 'I know you've got a good leg. 
In 10 attempts how many can you 
kick into the end zone? He said nine. ' 

.. He did exactly what he said." 
Not quite. hut it ' ~ ~emantics. real­

ly. 
With the Buckeves having feared 

returnrnen Bobby Spence. Trey Wig­
gins and Dylan Kimble back deep. 
Molinari refused to let any of them 
be a factor. Of his five kickoffs, four 
went either into, or through the end 
zone. 

"He ' s a tremendous kicker ... 
Bruney said. ··He"s going to go 
down to WVU and walk on. and I 
just pray to God that in a couple of 
years we get to see him kicking on 
national TV because he is an awe­
some kid and an awesome kicker. .. 

Hat Trick 
For a couple of Weirton Madonna 

graduates this marked the culmina­
tion of the end of a story that few in 
Hollywood would dare to touch. 
Louie Comil> and Max Nogay not 
only won state football and baseball 
titles this season. but they capped off 
outstanding careers by helping lead 
West Virginia past bitter rival Ohio 
on Sunday. 

· ·A couple of coachel> from 
Brooke. they followed us {during the 
year).'· Corn is said. "One of the 
coaches said. ·one more feather in the 
cap. 

A third Madonna participant in the 
all-star game. Christian McGaughey. 
also won a state Class A title last 
December. 

Please See BOOT. Page /6 
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Photos by Mike Palmer 
Top: Brooke's Cotey Wallace (1) gets behind his offensive line as he looks to escape pressure during Sunday's 
Rudy Mumley OVAC AU-'Star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. Bottom: Wheeling Park's Mar­
cus George eludes a-tac.kle from an.Ohio.defender. • 

W. Va. Snaps Skid 
Mountaineers defense takes control in 
second half of 24-14 victory vs. Ohio 

Bv RICK THORP 
• Staff Writer 

WHEELING - One play can 
change the cour-,e of a football 
game_ 

The final play of the first half 
of Sunday night's Rudy Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Football Charity 
Cla\~ic proved that. 

We:,t Virginia's blocked field 
i:!Oal a._ lime e xpired after the fir:;t 
24 minutes not only kept Ohio 
f rom a I o. ) halftime lead. but 
~park1.'1.I a Mountaineers defense 
that oontrnl led the next 24_ 

Wcsl V irginia held Ohio to 
minu~- 1 2 Yards of total offeme 
during. the fiN 14:21 of the sec­
ond hal f. And during that :.ame 
time. the Mountaineers !-.Cored 14 
unan~wered points en route to a 
24 I ~ triumph in the 65th install­
ment of the summer gteam game 
.il Whcelin~ ]~land Stadium . 

.. A~ a i.:('ioch. rm elated for our 

kids and our coaching staff 
because they worked their butts 
off this week ... West Virginia 
and Brooke High School coach 
Tom Bruney said. 

West Virginia ·s victory 
snapped Ohio's five-game win­
ning streak and gave the Moun­
taineers their first victory since a 
21 -7 triumph in 2004. 

"Everyone picked us to lose 
this game. but we came out and 
proved everyone wrong," said 
West Virginia quarterback Cotey 
Wallace. who guided Brooke to 
Wheeling Island Stadium for the 
Super Six last December. 

That trip resulted in a loss to 
South Charleston. But there were 
plenty of smiles Sunday night. 
not only for the four Bruins in the 
game. but for the rest of the 
Mountaineers. 

Plea,\'e See W.VA .. Page 16 

Fitting End for Bruney 
Family has had 
one heckuva year 

Up'per Ohio Valley Hall of 
Fame's Heritage Family 
Award. And next month. Fred 
Bruney will be inducted into 

• . the OV AC Hall of Fame in 
Bv SETH ST ASKEY Wheeling. 
For The Intelligencer Then there· s what happened 

WHEELING - It's been a Sunday night at Wheeling 
bi!! ~ummer for the Bruney Island Stadium. which Brooke 
fo1n1 ly. High coach Tom Bruney will 

And believe Jl or not. there·s never forget. 
!>ti ll more on the horizon for In hil> first head-coaching 
one of the first fumilics of foot- assignment of the Rudy Mum­
ball in the Ohio Valley. • ley OYAC All-Star Charity 

In late June. Martin\ Ferry Football Classic. Bruney direct­
coach Dave Bruney took his ed his Mountaineers to their 
rightful place in the Ohio High first victory in the bi-state clash 
School Football Coaches Hall since 2004. 
of Fame. "To win this game after the 

Then earlier in this month. the amount of work you put into 
entire Bruney family was rec- just makes it even sweeter,'' 
ogn1zed by the Lou Holtz Bruney said. "When you work 

a-; hard as these kids and coach­
es did all week and not to win 
Just leaves a sour taste in your • 
mouth. but this was great.'· 
• Bruney's 2-0 in the game. His 
1981 story has been well-docu­
men ted when he kicked the 
game-winning field goal to give 
Ohio a ! 7-14 victory. 

Since he's been on both sides, 
Bruney's a perfect guy to ask 
about the format of the game. 
which draws the ire of many 
during the weeks leading up to 
and after the game. 

.. Next year. (West Virginia) 
gets Morgantown and Universi­
ty in the mix. so we'll have a 
lot more guys to choose from." 
Bruney said. 

Please See BRUNEY, Page 14 

Molinari 
Puts B0ot 
To Ohio 
South kicker plays 
key role for W.Va. 

By SHAWN RINE 
Sports Editor 

WHEELING - The 47-yard field 
goal in the second quarter of the 65th 
annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All­
Star Charity Football Classic will 
forever be a part of the box score. 
But the better part of Parkersburg 
South's M ichael Molinari's work 
won't be found in such places. 

His labor was not lost on West 
Virginia coach Tom Bruney. howev­
er. 

"I told Michael. I said ·took. I 
don ·1 like watching kickoffs. I usual­
ly go back to the bench and get a 
drink and listen to the crowd. but r 
don't watch it because they scare 
me.• • • Bruney said following the 
Mountaineers· 24-14 victory against 
Ohio at Wheeling Island Stadium. "I 
said, 'I know you've got a good leg. 
In IO attempts how many can you 
kick into the end zone? He said nine.· 

• 'He did exactly what he said.'' 
Not quite. but it'~ ~emantic,. real­

ly, 
With the Buckeyes having feared 

returnmen Bobby Spence. Trey Wig­
gins and Dylan Kimble back deep, 
Molinari refused to let any of them 
be a factor. Of his five kickoffs, four 
went either into, or through the end 
zone . 

.. He's a tremendous kicker." 
Bruney said. "He's go ing to go 
down to WVU and walk on. and I 
just pray to God that in a couple of 
years we get to see him kicking on 
national TV because he is an awe­
some kid and an awesome kicker.· · 

Hat Triok 
For a couple of Weirton Madonna 

graduates this marked the culmina­
tion of the end of a story that few in 
Hollywood would dare to touch. 
Louie Comis and Max Nogay not 
only won state football and baseball 
titles this season. but they capped off 
outstanding careers by helping lead 
West Virginia past bitter rival Ohio 
on Sunday. 

··A couple of coaches from 
Brooke. they followed us (during the 
year).'' Comis said. '·One of the 
coaches said. ·one more feather in the 
cap.·' ' 

A third Madonna participant in the 
all-star game. Christian McGaughey. 
also won a state Class A title last 
December. 

Please See BOOT. Page 16 

Cambridge's 
Tyler 
Hardesty 
(20) carries 
the ball 
during 
Sunday's 
game at 
Wheeling 
Island 
Stadium. 

'"' Photo by 
Mike Palmer 
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W.Va. roster is complete for OVAC Game 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Tom Bruney and the 
We!>t V irgin ia coaching 
staff don ·1 plan on getting 

• too fancy on the defensive 
side of the ball during the 
Jul y 25 OVAC All -Star 
Charity Football Cla~sic. 

However. they know the 
first goal when they begin 
preparation, Sunday at 
West Liberty University. 

run first. .. Bruney said . 
"We know we·re going to 
see more passing because 
of their coaching staff. but 
it all starts with stopping 
the run and being able to 
get l>Ome pressure on the 
quarterback. We feel like 
we've got good size up 
front and we·ve got good 
people at backers and sec­
ondary:· 

the 65th annual Rudy 1wo fumbles. which wa:­
Mumley OVAC All-Star half a, many a, he forced. 
Clas\ic. For his fine ~easons. he 

Here·s a cap:-ule look at was twice named all-state. 
the players: he wa, a fir,t team All• 

LOU COMIS OVAC and All-Valley 
(Madonna): This two-way pick. a two time All-River 
player wa-; a standout for · Valley selection and All­
Coach Bob Kramer·:. team Mason Dixon. 
the last several years. A long with football. 

The 5- fool• l l . 210 Comis was the everyday 
pounder logged 80 tackles catcher on the Blue Dons· 
and ran for 700 yards play- state title winning baseball 
ing both middle linebacker team. 

West Virginia University. 
is the son of Lou and Lisa 
Comis of Weirton. 

ZACH HOOD 
(Wheeling Central ): This 
fonner Maroon Knight was 
a standout at quarterback 
for Coach Mike Young·-; 
team. 

The 5-1 0. 165 pounder 
passed for 2 3 touchdowns 
and ran for an additional 
I 0. All told. he passed for 
2.800 yards and logged 
1.300 more rushing. 

Today. Bruney 

.. We· ve got to , top the 
announced his defensive 
skill and utility players for and fullback. He recovered Lou. who will attend 

e W.Va.------------------
Continued from Page B1 

MICHAEL KOSEVIC (Brooke): 
This former Bruin was a standout at 
linebacker for Coach Tom Bruney's 
team last season. 

The 5-10, 205 pounder recorded 
136 tackles, nine sacks, IO tackles 
for loss, five fumble recoveries and 
an interception. 

Along with football, Kosevic was 
a member of the National Honor 
Society, student council, and the prin­
cipal 's honor roll. 

Michael, who is heading to 
Fairmont State University, is the son 
of Mike Kosevic and Sheryl Kosevic. 

MICHAEL • MOLINARI 
(Parkersburg South): This former 
Patriot was a standout a't kicker for 
Coach Jon Bolen's team. 

As a senior, he was true on three 
field goals with a long of 43 yards 
and he booted 42 of 48 PATs through 
the uprights. 

He was also valuable as a receiver 
and ballcarrier and defensively he 
recorded six interceptions. 

Molinari was a second team all 
state pick a year ago. 

Michael, who will enroll at West 
Virginia University in the fall, is the 
son of Serge and Cindy Molinari of 
Washington. 

MAX NOGA Y (Madonna): This 
former Blue Don had one of the most 
memorable all-around sports years in 
the Ohio Valley and it all started with 
a state title in football under Kramer. 

The 5- 11, 185 pounder ran for 
I, I 07 yards on 140 attempts and 2 3 
touchdowns. Defensively, he had 60 
tackles and five interceptions. 

He was a first team all-state pick, 
All OV AC, All-Valley and played in 
the West Virginia North-South Game. 

In football, Nogay won the OV AC 

and West Virginia state title last sea­
son and he was a first team all-state 
baseball player whei·e he led the Blue 
Dons to the Class A state title. 

Max. who plans on playing base­
ball at WVU. is the son of Michael 
and Robin Nogay of Weirton. 

CODY SCOTT (Valley): This for­
mer Lumberjack came through in 
mariy regards for Coach Tom West's 
team. 

The 5-8, 180 pounder logged 137 
tackles and I 02 of those were solo 
stops. He also had seven sacks and 
four interceptions. Offensively. he 
scored six touchdowns on 78 rushes. 
All told, he gained 400 yards. 

Scott was a first-team all-OV AC. 
all-Mason Dixon, all-Valley and sec­
ond-team all-state punter. 

Cody, who plans on attending 
technical school, is the son of Rhonda 
Pigott of Reader. 

KYLE SJMS (Brooke): This for­
mer Bruin was a standout on defense 
for Coach Bruney's team. 

Sims recorded 70 tackles as a jun­
ior and 20 of those were for a loss. 

He was a captain for the Bruins, 
named a WTOV-TV Player to Watch 
and key returning player. 

Kyle, who is unsure of his college 
plans, is the son of Beth Sims and 
Wayne Sims of Weirton. 

STEFAN VARNER (John 
Marshall): This former Monarch was 
a standout for Coach Dan Wilson 's 
team a bevy of spots last season. 

The 5- 1 O. 190 pounder recorded 
I 39 tackles, and l 06 of those were 
solo stops from his linebacker spot. 
He also had 33 assists, 17 tackles for 
loss and three forced fumbles. He also 
scored seven touchdowns and had 
5 l 7 yards. 

Along with serving as a two-year 
captain, he was twice named honor­
able mention all-state and was the 
recipient of the JM Wendy's High 
School Heisman. 

Away from football, Varner was a 
member of the National Honor 
Society. FCA and he lettered twice in 
baseball. 

Stefan, who plans on attending 
Averett University in Danville, Va., is 
the son of Scott and Suzanne Varner. 

GRIFFIN YOCUM (John 
Marshall): This former Monarch was 
a standout at receiver and served as 
the punter for Wilson's team. 

The 6-0. 175 pounder had 29 
receptions for 4 79 yards and five 
touchdowns. He landed IO punts 
inside the 20 yard line. 

Yocum received the IO I percent 
award and was Athlete of the Month 
for Marshall County in September. 

Griffin, who plans on attending 
West Liberty, is the son of John and 

• Renae Yocum of Glen Dale. 
• TEVIN HALL (Cameron): This 
former Dragon was a standout at 
receiver for Coach Jim Rogers' 
team. 

The 5-9, 150 pounder was All­
Mason Dixon and he receiced the 
SSAC State A ward for Exemplary 
Sportsmanship. 

Away from football, he was a 
state wrestling champ as a junior 
when he recorded all of his victories 
by pin. He placed in the OV AC 
three times. 

Tevin. who plans on wrestling at 
West Liberty University, is the son of 
David and Sharon Hall of Glen 1 

Easton. 
Staskey can be reached at 

Js/askey@1i111esleaderonli11e.co111 

For his fine career. Hood 
boasts a state title ring. he 
was named all-state and 
All-Valley. and was voted 
a!> a Big 22 Finalist. 

Along with football. he 
was a standout m basketball 
and was a member of two 
state title-winning teams. 

Zach. who is the attend­
ing West Liberty 
University. is the son of 
Roseann Teramana and 
Lloyd Hood. 

See, W.VA., Page 82 



OV AC All-Star Grid Game Feeling Pinch 
WHEELING - What'~ 

wrong with the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference? Why is it 
losing money? Don ·t the people 
who run the thing have a clue 
as to what they"re doing? 

Those are all reasonable 
questions after a report last 
week that showed the confer­
ence lo'>t $1 3,661 on last sea­
son\ Rudy Mumley OVAC 
All-Star Charity Football Clas• 
sic. 

The fact the game· s name 
has ·charity· in the title could-
n ·1 be more ironic. because 
OYAC Executive Secretary 
Tom Rataiczak says the organi­
zation 1s certainly feeling a 
pinch. though the thought of it 
goin~ bankrupt couldn't be far­
they rrom the truth. 

The numbers. to me. didn't 
seem nght. And the fact the 
conference pays a local televi­
sion station to broadcast the 

we've always thought of is. 
what's more beneficial for the 
queens, the band. team? Being 
seen by 60,000 with television. 

game strikes 
many as odd. 

After speak­
ing with 
Rataiczak on 
Wednesday 
morning. it's 
clear something 
has to be done. 
Changes need 

or another 500 more at the . 
game?" Rataiczak said. "The 

exposure for 
SHAWN the kids is 

RINE somet~ing 
they will 

SPORTS 

to be made. but 
where? 

Perhaps not having it on tele­
vision so more people would be 
enticed to show up. thus mak­
ing the profit at the gate higher? 

probably 
never get. 

"Is the live 
TV or tape delay killing us? I 
don't know. Will we get 

another 4.000 at the gate (with­
out TV)?'' 

EDITOR 

"We've talked about it 
before. but the other thlng 

We won't know the answer 
to that for another "2-3 years'' 
when the current television 
contract expires. There's a 
chance the game could switch 

RINE------
Co11ti1111edfrom page BI 

"neat. .. Once the OV AC 
debuted its basketball tour­
na men ts. and likewise 
made them available to 
TV. there started to be 
conflicts in that certain 
sponsors were paying dou­
ble for one event. In~ order 
to circumvent the problem. 
the conference dipped into 
its pockets. 

··we just said. ·Look. 
we will do our own mar­
keting. our own produc­
tion. It's easier and less 
problematic to control it.· 
• • Rataiczak said. 

The sponsorship num­
bers ($10.990) seemed 
awfully low. also. 

But Rataiczak explained 
a lot of people don "t real­
ize a company like Wheel­
ing Hospital. which is an 
across-the-board OV AC 
supporter. budgets a cer­
tain amount of money each 
year for the conference. 
and allows the OV AC to 
choose where it's best put 
to use. In other words. if 
the ho~pital wo~ld give 
$50.000 - stnctlv an 
arbitrarv figure - that is 
divided' among all OV AC 
tournaments. ~not just the 
football game. • 

"These aren't the olden 
days where we were guar­
anteed to make a profit off 
the game ... Rataiczak said. 
.. Back v.·hcn we did that. 
we weren't paying out for 
insurance. Now. all the 
athletes. we carry insur­
ance on them. 

• ·What the marketing 
people have done. we have 
package A. B. C. D. ·A· is 
the premium. package. 'B" 
is down a few dollars and 
~o on. 

"When vou ~ign on as a 
corporate. thi~ j_., ~ what you 
get for what you· re gi v­
ine ... 

"'rhe room and board at 
Wc~t Libertv ,.., another 
obstacle. In 2009 11 co,t 
$49.308. but will go up by 
30 percent th1~ year. 
Rataiczak won"t know a 
prec1~e number on the 

damage until the OV AC 
receives a bill. but school 
officials say they need to 
make a profit. 

So what's the answer? 
Move it? Don"t have a 
camp and j ust have the 
kids commute every day? 

"The problem with that 
is. if you·re a kid from 
Zanesville. Beaver Local. 
Morgantown. University 
or Parkersburg South. are 
you going to drive to 
Wheeling Island Stadium 
seven days in a row?'. 
Rataiczak wondered. 
"And we·vc been at West 
Liberty for 60 years and 
you don ·1 walk away. ide­
ally. That's the best thing 
we have because everyone 
is in one group ... 

Some have suggested 
cutting the band in half. 
Rataiczak. though. said 
that's not going to work 
either. 

.. The thing is. there ·s no 
way of proving how many 
come to that game for the 
band... ~ 

It didn't help matters 
any that three schools who 
usually provide a Queen of 
Queens contestant elected 
not to this year. Rataiczak 
estimates that will cost the 
conference between $5-
6.000 in program revenue. 

There don't seem to be 
any easy solutions. but the 
OV AC isn ·1 going to stop 
looking. 

"'One thing. for the 
executive committee. at no 
time in our history have 
had a better thumb on the 
pulse of the money:· 
Rataiczak said. ··But we 
can"t take care of it two 
years in a row. It would 
kills us. We can "t justify 
$20.000 to make a !!ame 
break even. • 

..The game will go on 
- penod. End of discus­

l.ion. • • 

Sha\\'11 Rine can be 
reached via e-mail at 
Ri11e @:rhei11tellige11cer.11et 

stations. or perhaps not be 
shown on television at all. 

However. Rataiczak is quick 
to point out that paying to have 
the game televised helps in 
another regard - it gives the 
OV AC the right to do whatever 
it chooses with the footage. and 
that includes allowing another 
station to show it later down the 
road. 

That sounds well and good. 
but when has that ever hap­
pened? I can't remember it rn 
my lifetime. and I can"t see a 
competing station paying to re­
broadcast an event that has the 
other's logo and announcers 
throughout. 

Rataiczak. though. said that 
was a must to keep things 

See, Rine, Page 83 
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Pobolish sets Ohio coaching staff 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

The player<; arc in place for the annual 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All Star Charity 
Football Cla~sic. 

Today. Ohio head coai.:h Ron Pobolish 
announced his coachin!! ~taff. which will 
be implcmcntin~ the game plan for the 
Buckeye~ in the July 25th conte~t. 

.. We met ,cveral time, a~ a staff after I 
had my hip rcplaccd:· Pobolish said. 
.. wc·ve '-lartcd to "'ork on a game-plan 

already and we'll ju~t have to adjust it as 
we go.·· 

Many of hi:, former Panthers' assistant~ 
are going to camp at West Liberty 
University. He also hired former Bellaire 
High head coach Gregg Bonar and one of 
his chief assi<;tants. Mark Spigarelli. as 
well. 

Gregg 's excited about it and we're excited 
to ha·ve him and Mark.·· 

The complete Ohio coaching staff con­
sists of: Phil Pest. George Laase. Blair 
Closser, Nate Skrzypek. Andy Weiss. 
Bonar and Spigarelli. 

Here's a capsule look at the coaches: 

.. , admire what Gregg and Mark can do 
and what they've done." Pobolish said . 
··Gregg runs a good offense and likes to 
throw the ball. Trust me. people don't 
want to see us run the ball down the field. 

RON POBOLISH - This veteran 
mentor wa~ a standout player at West 
Virginia University and then returned to 
his roots in the Ohio Vallev to become one 
of the area ·stop coaches. -

Pobolish coal;hed football for 32 years 

eOVAC 
Continued from Page 81 

Valley Football Coaches 
Hall of Fame. 

Ron and his wife Laura 
reside in Moundsville. The 
couple has three children. 
Ashley. Lucey and Chet. 

PHIL PEST - This for­
mer Wheeling Central 
standout has been a main­
stay on Pobolish·s coaching 
staffs at Buckeye Local. 

Pest. who owns a bache­
lor's from Bethany and a 
M.A. from West Virginia. 
has been an assistant -foot 
ball coach at Buckeye Local 
for J 8 years. All told. he·s 
got 30 years of experience 
on his resume. Along with 
football. Pest has also 
coached track and field for 
the Panthers. 

Phil and his wife Jan 
have three children, Megan. 
Trevor and Shannon. 

GREGG BONAR -
This long-time football 
coach will direct the 
Buckeyes' offense during 
the OV AC All-Star Game. 

Bonar - a Shadyside 
High and West Liberty State 
College graduate - spent 
25 years as a football coach 
at Bellaire. He was the head 
coach for two seasons. He 
also coached girls' basket­
ball for 1 7 years. 

In 2005, Bonar, who 
owns a M.S. from the 
University of Dayton. was 
named Offensive 
Coordinator of the Year 
after he helped guide the 
Big Reds' juggernaut 
offense to a regional cham­
pionship. 

Gregg and his wife 
Rosemary have three chil­
dren. Marybeth (24), Carrie 
(23) and David ( 19). 

ANDY WEISS - This 
Pobolish assistant has been 
a member of the Buckeye 
Local coaching staff for 
four years. 

Weiss is a graduate of 
Muskingum ~ College. 
During school. he competed 
in football and baseball. 

Andy and his wife 
Jennifer reside in Houston, 
Pa. 

NATE SKRZYPEK 
This current Panthers' assis­
tant coach was a football 
and wrestling standout at 
Wheeling Central during his 
prep days. 

Skrzypek. who graduated 
from Bethany College. ha!> 
been coaching football for 
seven seasons. inc I udi ng 
four at Buckeye Local. He 
also serves as the Panthers· 
hc~d wrestling coach. 

Nate and his wife 
Melanie reside in Wheeling. 

BLAIR CLOSSER -
This veteran worked for 35 
years at Buckeye Local 
before his retirement in 
January of 2009. 

During his career, he 
spent 2 7 years as a football 
coach. He also coached bas­
ketba 11. softball and track 
during his career, while 
serving as a member of the 
OV AC Executive Board. 

Closser - who graduat­
ed from Yorkville High 
School in 1970 - earned 
his bachelor's degree from 
Ohio University and his 
M.S. from the University of 
Dayton. 

Blair and his wife 
Patricia have been married 
for 36 years and have three 
sons. Douglas (2 7). Derek 
{26) and Darin (24). 

GEORGE LAASE -
This Panther assistant 
dreamt of playing in the all­
star game, but is excited for 
his opportunity to coach in 
the game. 

Laase - who is a 
Buckeye Local and 
Fairmont State University 
graduate - has been coach­
ing for six years at Buckeye 
Local. He 's also been the 
head baseball coach at his 
alma mater for three years 
and also coached hoops for 
three seasons. 

TOM O'CONNELL -
This fonner OV AC All-Star 
Game participant will be a 
member of the Ohio coach­
ing staff after playing for 
the Mountaineers in 1984. 

O' Connell has been at 
Bud.eye Local for I 7 years. 
but on the football staff for 
two years. 

The 1984 graduate of 
Wheeling Park High School 
earned his degree from 
West Liberty State College. 

O'Connell and his wife 
Leslie have two children. a 
daughter Taylor and a son 
Justin. 

MARK SPIGARELLI 
- This former Bellaire 
assistant will be working 
with the Ohio squad this 
summer. 

Spigarelli has coached 
football for I 7 years . 
including 15 at Bellaire. 
Hi~ other stints were at 
Union Local and Martins 
Ferry. 

Along with his football 
duties. Spigarelli served as 
the Big Reds' baseball 
coach and guided the squad 
to the regional final in 
2003. 

before calling it quits after last :,;eason in 
which he led the Panthers to the Division 
III. playoffs, a. first-round home playoff 
game and also the OVAC Class 4-A title. 

All told. Pobolish has made coaching 
stops at Cadiz. John Marshall. Buckeye 
South. Buckeye Southwest. Buckeye 
Local and Harri!>on Central. He 's com­
piled a 144-102-1 record and own~ a !-,late 
runnerup finish on his resume in 1994. 

Pobolish has been inducted to the Ohio 

See, OVAC. Page B2 
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Wallace To Reunite With Bruney at All-Star Grune 
West Virginia staff has 
eye on two-way players 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 

When fonning his roster for the annual 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All -Star Charity 
Football Classic. Brooke High and West 
Virginia head coach Tom Bruney wanted 
linemen first 

However. he feels like he and his coach­
ing staff did their due diligence on the 
other positions as well and today he 
announ~es his quarterback and running 
back candidates for the Sunday. July 25 
c lash with Ohio. 

"Most of the guys we've picked are 
two-way players ... Bruney said. "There 
are going to fit into the puzzle some­
where.·· 

At quarterback. Bruney·s own player. 
Cotey Wallace. and Oak Glen's Seth Barn­
hart will get the primary looks. 

"I think Cotey Wallace learned the sys­
tem better than I know it last year and I 
think he'll be a big asset to Seth in helping 
him learn it too:· Bruney said. "We feel 
like those kids are field generals and we 
can compete in this game with them direct­
ing the team.'· 

At the running back spot. Bruney·s 
looking at Magnolia's Stingray Bates. 
Weir's T.J. Howard. Wheeling Central's 

INSIDE 
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Jordan Sorge and Wheeling Park's 
Dominique Jenkins. 

"We like a slashing type runner in our 
offense." Bruney said. "We also like to 
throw the ·ball to our backs with screens. 
As we were picking these kids. some of 
them may not have carried it as much for 
their high school team, but they're versa­
tile and can run the ball." 

Here's a capsule look at the players who 
returned their biographical infonnation to 
game director Bob Koch: 

COTEY WALLACE (Brooke) - This 
Bruins quarterback settled in without a 
problem to Bruney's offense this past sea­
son and turned in a brilliant final cam­
paign. 

The 6-foot- l. 180-pounder passed for 
more than 2.100 yards and 25 touch­
downs. He ran for more than I, I 00 yards 
and 15 more touchdowns, while directing 
the Bruins to a 13-1 season. 

Wallace gained all sorts of postseason 
honors, including first team all-state in 
Class AAA; first team all-OVAC and 
Class AAAA captain. He was a finalist for 
the Big 22 Player of the Year and also the 
prestigious Kennedy Award. He was also a 
standout in track and field for the Bruins. 

Cotey. who iS the son of Garey Wallace 
of Wellsburg. plans on attending Fairmont 
State University in the fall. 

SETH BARNHART (Oak Glen) -
This former Golden Bear played a huge 
role in helping to lead his team back to the 

postseason under the guidance of Coach 
Tony Filberto. • 

The 6-3. 215-pounder passed for 2. I 54 
yards and 25 touchdowns. He also ran for 
four scores. 

Barnhart was first team all-state and a 
Big 22 finalist. He was also named first 
team all-OVAC. all-Valley and was a 
finalist for Review Player of the Year. He 
was a four-year starter at Oak Glen and 
holds every quarterbacking school record. 

Along with football, Barnhart played 
basketball and baseball. 

Away from athletics. he was quite active 
in _Culture Club, Foreign Language Club. 
Fnends of Rachel Club and yearbook staff. 

Seth. who is the son of Tracy and the 
late Gerald Barnhart of Chester, plans on 
attel).ding California University of Pennsyl­
vania. 

STINGRAY BA TES (Magno! ia) -
This former Blue Eagle was a four-year 
mainstay for Coach Mark Batton ·steam. 

During his prep career in which he 
earned four letters. Bates ran 462 times for 
2,281 yards and 23 touchdowns. He also 
caught 19 passes and scored two receiving 
touchdowns. 

Bates was a first team all-OV AC per­
former this past season and was named the 
winner of the Sam Mumley Memorial 
MVP Award in Class AA during the 2008 
Super Six Football Championships. 

Stingray, who is the son of Todd and 
Cindy Bates of New Martinsville. plans on 

attending West Liberty University. 
T.J. HOWARD (Wei_r) - This former 

Red Rider was a standout all over the field 
for Coach Tom Taylor's team last season. 

The 5-9. 165-pounder ran for 700 yards 
and accounted for 1.20 0 all-purpose 
Y!irdage. which makes him a valuable 
piece for Bruney and the Mountaineers 
squad. 

He was also a defensive standout with 
64 tackles. four interceptions and l 2 tack­
les for loss. 

Howard was a honorable mention all­
state pick in Class AA. 

T.J .. who is the ~on of Tim and Renee 
Howard of Weirton. is planning to attend 
West Liberty University in the fall. 

JORDAN SORGE (Wheeling Central) 
- This former Maroon Knight made his 
presence felt all over the place for Coach 
Mike Young's team last season. . 

On the offensive side of the ball. Sorge 
ran 64 times for 4 76 yards and six touch­
downs. He also caught 22 balls for 542 
yards and nine scores. Defen~ively. he 
made 30 tackles and recorded five inter­
ceptions. 

For his effort~. Sorge was named first 
team all-state in Class A. all-OV AC and 
all-Valley. 

Along with football. Sorge lettered for 
Central in basketball and tennis. 

Jordan. who is the son of Brian and Lisa 
Sorge of Wheeling. plans on attending 
West Liberty University . 
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OVAC All-Star Football coaches set 
• Buckeye's Pobolish, Brooke's Bruney accept invitations for 65th annual Mumley Classic 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

The 65th annual Rudy Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Charity Football Classic is still 
more than eight months away. 

However. preparations are in full 
swing. 

Late last week. Brooke's Tom Bruney 
and Buckeye Loca!'s Ron Pobolish for­
mally accepted invitations to coach the 
West Virginia and Ohio squads. respec­
tively in the annual summer football show­
down. The game is slated for Sunday. July 
25.2010. 

I 0-0 mark and overcame several adversi­
ties both on and off the field en route to 

the perfect season. 

BRUNEY made the most of his first 
season as the Bruins' head coach. He guid­
ed Brooke to an undefeated regular 
season and a trip to Wheeling 
Island Stadium for the Super Six o.....,__....,.,.rr:. 

"Now that we've had about 11 
days or so since the (state cham_pi­
onship) game, it's been refreshing two weekends ago. 

"We're extremely proud of the 
accomplishments of our team," 
Bruney said. "It started the first 
day we met on May 21 where we 
laid out our plan for the program, our 
expectations and how we planned to install 
it." 

The Bruins finished second in the 
OV AC Class 4-A standings despite their 

• to look back on the year we had," 
Bruney said. "The run we went on 

was a direct result of a wonderful 
group of kids and a very hard-work-

ing and loyal coaching staf~." . 
In the playoffs, the Brums rallied past 

16th-seeded Princeton in the opening 
round and then cruised past Ripley and 
University en route to Wheeling Island 

Stadium. 
"We were probably ahead of schedule 

with what we accomplished," Bruney said. 
"But. it was wonderful to see week by 
week the pride and the tradition resurfac­
ing in our community and in our kids. 
Everyone says we brought the _pride ba~k. 
Well. it was always here. but 1t was mis­
placed and through the effort of our kids 
and coaches we brought it back to the top 
where it belonged.'' 

Traditionally. deep post-season runs are 
made with a large senior class, but the 
Bruins did it with just seven 12th graders 

See, OVAC, Page C2 
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on the roster. beat anyone on any given. 

"The fact that we only night." 
had seven seniors was one For Pobolish, this 

of the things that really assignment is another way 

concerned me when I first to honor the work put in by 

got the job," Bruney admit- the coaches and all of the 

ted. "During our first meet- players during his career at 

ing with the kids, we held Buckeye. 
our seniors back and told "Sometimes you don't 

them usuall-y coaches build appreciate winning, but 

from the ground up, starting when I came back the sec­

with their freshman or even ond time we had to work 

their junior high programs, extremely hard to become 

but we told them we respectable," Pobolish said. 

weren:t going to throw "We battled hard to earn 

them aside. We used that respect back and it 

reverse psychology and goes to show with patience 

built from the bottom up, and hard work what you 

but our seniors were on the can 'achieve, so this is a 

bottom shoving everyone great way to honor the 

else up." Buckeye Local football 

As for the all-star game, team."· 
this is Bruney's first assign- After the Panthers' sea­

ment in the game. He son ended with a loss to 

played in the 1981 contest Canal Fulton Northwest 

under current Monroe during the first round of the 

Central head coach Jay playoffs, many speculated 

Circosta. • whether or not Pobolish 

"There was never a would accept this post with 

doubt in my mind that if the all:star game. 
(the OV AC) offered it to us "I am accepting this 

that' we'd accept," Bruney position on behalf of 

said. "I played for Ohio, my Buckeye Local," Pobolish 

dad played at Ohio State said. "I can remember 

and I'm a Buckeyes' fan, so struggling to 1-9 and 2-8 

if someone's got to beat seasons, so I'm accepting it 

Ohio, it might as well be . for Buckeye and the hard 

me and this Mountaineers' work the kids and coaches 

team." put forth." 
Bruney and his entire Pobolish met with his 

coaching staff will be entire varsity coaching staff 

involved in the week-long and all assured him they 

process which begins July were on board regardless of 

I 8 with camp at West who may or may not be the 

Liberty University. head coach next season. 
"This is a perfect reward "Our coaches absolutely 

for our coaching staff," wanted to do it," Pobolish 

Bruney said. "We're really said. "I will admit I had my 

looking forward to picking doubts because you obvi­

the team. We think that will ously can't coach this thing 

be the most fun part of the by yourself, but our coach­

whole experience. We'll go es were gung-ho about it, 

over the nomination forms and it's a great reward for 

as closely as possible and our program and. team. 

try to find the best 30 or 32 They all told me if one of 

players we can, coach them them is fortunate enough to 

and see what happens get the head coaching job 

because we're looking at they would all want to 

this as our only shot." coach." 
POBOLISH, mean- Pobolish wasn't able to 

while, could have easily play in the game after his 

been on a lengthy vacation graduation from Dillonvale 

at the time of the OV AC High School because previ­

A 11-Star Game after he ous NCAA laws didn't per­

announced his retirement mit future collegiate play­

priorto the start of this past ers from playing in the 

season. game. 
He could have done that Since he's entered 

especially after the fact that coaching, Pobolish has 

his Panthers sent him out been involved with the 

on a high. Buckeye finished game five previous times. 

the campaign 8-3 with both Three of those were as a 

an OVAC Class 4-A title head coach and he owns a 

and as well as a Buckeye 8 1-2 mark in the contest. He 

title. Throw in a Di vision was an assistant for Ohio in 

III, Region 11 home play- 1975 and for West Virginia 

off game and it was quite a· in 1980 under Jake 

year for the Panthers. Olsavsky and Jerry Drake, 
"We had the type of respectively. 

team that could surely get Obviously, Pobolish is 

beat anytime we stepped on well-aware of the challenge 

the field, but at the same of selecting the Buckeyes' 

time, we had a team that roster. 
could have played with and "We have a pretty good 

idea about a lot of the play­
ers, but we'll have to 
research some on the fringe 
area of the OV AC," 
Pobolish said. "Plus, we 're 
excited that we'll have the 
opportunity to coach some 
of our own kids again. 
Obviously, we won't 
announce those until later, 
but having the chance to 
coach some of our own kids 
again was another big part 
of the reason." 
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Bruney, Pobolish Pleased With Squads 
Mumley Classic set 
for July 25 on Island 

By SETH ST ASKEY 

Koch handed each coach the nom­
inations of players and the tough 
part was under way. 

Or was it'! 

needs as best we could with what still hugging·each other and catch­
we were offered," Pobolish said. ing up because you make friends 

"I've been around this game a for a lifetime." Bruney said. "The 
Jot of times and people always experience of the game is a great 
want to think Ohio is the thing for the kids and coaches, 

For the News-Register 
"Actually, it was easy at first 

because we picked a team we 
thought we could win (the game) 
with." Bruney said. "But. then the 
original roster we submitted was 
sent back to us and we were asked 
to represent as many schools as 
we could. so we made the changes 
and we feel yJe've still ~ot a good 
team we can compete with." 

favorite, but you've got to __ ,_..__ but you know when you 
have the right combina- go. you go into it look-WHEELING - Earning the 

right to coach in the Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference All-Star 
Football Game is probably the 
easy part of the equation sur­
rounding the annual Rudy Mum­
ley Charity Football Classic. 

tion of kids to be suc- ing to win." 
cessfuL" West Virginia· s 

Bruney, like not had much suc-
Pobolish, has been a cess of late in the 
part of several game. finding itself 
OV AC games, . oo the short end of 
including as a player several decisive deci-We~t Virginia's Tom Bruney 

and Ohio's Ron Pobolish both 
earned their way to the Sunday, 
July 25th contest at Wheeling 
Island Stadium thanks to brilliant 
seasons at Brooke and Buckeye 
Local. res pee ti vely. 

Pobolish. meanwhile. used the 
downtime he had after undergoing 
hip replacement surgery to sit 
down with his assembled coach­
ing staff to choose who· d repre­
sent the Buckeyes. 

"We took the recommendations 
of the coaches and tried to fill our 

in 1981 when he was sions of late. During 
a member of the Buck- those lopsided affairs, 
eyes and helped earn then the Buckeyes are usually 
Woodsfield High coach Jay Cir- able to blow things up on the line 
costa his first victory in the annual of scrimmage, which Bruney 
bi-state clash. observed as well. 

"When I see the guys I played "We tried to pick as balanced a However. shonly after the first 
of the year. game director Bob 

OVAC 
Cmlti1111edfrom page BI 

Both coaches have dealt 
with several roster changes 
l>ince they first submitted 
their picks to Koch and the 
OVAC. 

"We went after some kids 
from Zanesville and 
Welhville and places like 
that. but for different rea­
sonl- those kids decided not 
to play." Pobolish 'iaid. 
'"Obviously, there are some 
guys we 'd like to have on 
our team. but we feel good 
about who we've picked: · 

Bruney was in the same 
boat even after he had hh 
original rol-ter returned. 

• --:we·ve had kids in other 
game:-. or they're a little bit 
tnjured or una ble to play 
due to their college commit­
ments." Bruney said. "None 
of the reasons were bad by 
any means. but we've got a 
lot of two-way players and 
they'll all fit into the puzzle 
somewhere.'" 

with after all these years we're team as we could, but the first 

The complete 20 IO Ohio 
OV AC All-Star Game ros­
ter looks like this: Tyler 
Arigoni (Union Local). Jor­
dan Banks (Steubenville). 
Brandon Banrug (Buckeye 
Local). Mickey Bednar 
(Steubenville Central). 
Bobby Bennett (Bellaire). 
Shaun Berry (Zanesville), 
Jordan Burress (Martins 
Ferry), Seth Callarik (St. 
Clairsville). Logan Cook 
( St. Clairsville). Jamey 
DeVaul (Steubenville). 
Derek-London Dierkes 
(Monroe Central). Tyler 
Harde,;ty (Cambridge). J.J. 
lntorre ( Beaver Local ). 
Cody Kaiser (Harrison Cen­
tral). Dylan Kimble (Shady­
side). Nate Maleski (Bridge­
port). Jake Mallernee (Har­
ri :-.on Central). Jarod 
Mellinger (Beallsville ). 
Brandon Nicholes (Union 
Local). Devon Parson (Mar­
tins Ferry). Scott Peach 

(Edison), Rylan Pyciak 
(Buckeye Local). Wes 
Rataiczak (Shenandoah), 
Marco Ricchetti (Martins 
Ferry), Josh Riggans 
(Meadowbrook), Joe Rine 
(Buckeye Local), Dalton 
Smith (Barnesville). Bobby 
Spence (Buckeye Local), 
Dorian Thomas (Indian 
Creek). Seth Todd (Cald­
well). Michael Wayt (Indian 
Creek), Trey Wiggins 
(Steubenville) and Zac Woj­
ciechowski (Cambridge). 

The complete West Vir­
ginia roster includes: Seth 
Barnhart (Oak Glen). 
Stingray Bates (Magnolia) . 
Jared Blatt (Magnolia), Lou 
Comis (Madonna). Hunter 
Ferguson (Parkersburg 
South), Marcus George 
(Wheeling Park). Alex 
Gompers (Wheeling Cen­
tral ), Devin Harrison (John 
Marshall), Zach Hood 
(Wheeling Central) , T.J. 
Howard (Weir), Andy Hug­
gins (Magnolia), Dominique 
Je nkins (Wheeling Park). 
Mike Koscevic (Brooke), 
Craig Kuhar (Linsly). Jake 
Lilly (Brooke), Mikey 
Lough (Wheeling Park) . 
Christian McGaughe y 
(Madonna). Michael Moli­
nari (Parkersburg South). 
Nick Nero (Madonna). Max 
Nogay (Madonna). T yler 
Reed (Oak Glen), Sam 
Robinson (John Marshall), 
Cody Scott (Valley). Kyle 
Sims (Brooke). Ryan Small 
(Parkersburg South), Jordan 
Sorge (Wheeling Central), 
Nate Taylor (Tyler). Stefan 
Va rner (John Ma rshall), 
Cotey Wallace (Brooke). 
Jordan West (Wheeling 
Central). Griffen Yocum 
(John Marshall). 

guys we went looking for were 
linemen," Bruney said. "We feel 
the key for us is putting together 
good lines." 

While Bruney was looking at 
linemen, Pobolish and his s taff 
found quarterbacks a plenty, but 
names like Dwight Macon of 
Steubenville and Dylan Potts of 
River weren't available due to 
their Division I college careers. 

"We're going to have to do a 
lot of evaluating (in camp)," 
Pobolish said. "We're not going 
to do much hitting when we get 
there, but we've got to evaluate 
well and find the right pieces to 
fit. Because, when we get to 
camp. we're going to have guys 
who can adapt to different posi­
tions." 

See, OV AC. Page 82 
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Bruney names staff for OVAC game 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Ed tor 

West Virginia head coach Tom Bruney 
knew what he \\ as lool-ing for when he 
pkkcd his roster for the July 25th Rudy 
Mumlev OVAC All-Star Charity Football 
('la~S,L. • 

He aho knew what he was looking for 
when he was picking a coaching ,taff for 
the Mountaineer!- to t.ike on Ohio. 

··we had quite the experience at Brooke 
la~t year:· Brune) said. ··wc·re coming 

down to the all-star game with some Virginia coaching staff: 

coaches who've been with us. some TOM BRUNEY - The Bruins 

new coaches who we've recently/4S~head c<?ach played for the ~uck~ye 

hired and some holdovers from last.,-.. State m I 981. but now he s gomg 

year." to try to do all he can to knock off 

Joining Bruney on the West , • • the Ohio :,quad. 

Virginia sideline at Wheeling ~.../ii Bruney's been ~ football coach 

Island Stadium next month and ~ , for 25 year:,. but 11 took only one 

during camp at West Liberty year to recreate the magic of Brooke 

University are Paul Julio, Frank football after he guided the Bruin~ to a 

Sisinni. Troy Fetty. Scott Joseph and 10-0.regular season and an eventual ~pot 

Stuart Goldstein. in the West Virginia Class AAA title game 

Here's a capsule look at the West where they fell to South Charleston. 

e OVAC------
Continued from Page B1 

Year and Ohio Valley Coach of the Year this past season 
and was a finalist for OV AC Coach of the Year. 

Other accolades on Bruney·~ resume include 6-time 

regional coach of the year in Arizona and five-time 
regional champions in Arizona. 

Bruney - who earned his bachelor·\ degree from 
Ohio University and M.A. from Ohio Wesleyan - owns 
a career record of 1 14 5 I . 

Tom and his wife Shannon have four children. 
Samantha ( 17). Zack ( 16). Niko ( I I) and Rocco (7). 

PAUL JULIO This veteran Bruins· coach ha\ been 
on the staff at his alma mater for 16 years. 

Julio wa'i a member of the 1985 state champion 
Bruin<;· squad and abo their 1986 team. which finished as 
state runnerup. 

Paul then played four years of football at West Liberty 
State College where he eventually earned his degree. 

Along with football. Julio also serves on the Bruins· 
track coachmg 'itaff. 

Paul has three children. Carli Julio (9). Jackson Julio 
(4) and Alex Martin (19). 

FRANK SISINNI - This fonner Bruin played on the 
Brooke squad which won the 1987 Class AAA state 
champiorn,hip and finished ranked m the top 25 of the 
USA Today poll. 

He began coaching shortly after finishing his degree at 
Fairmont State University. He's been a coach for 13 
years. including the last four back at hi~ alma mater. He ·s 
also coached at Steubenville High. • 

Sisinni - who is currently the Brooke baseball coach 
- has also coached basketball during his career. 

TROY FETTY - This fonner Buckeye Local Panther 
h about to embark on his first football season working 
under Bruney at Brooke. 

He·s spenl six years co:1ching football with a stint as 
defensive coordinator at Weir and has worked with ironi­
cally Ohio head coach Ron Pobolish at Buckeye Local. 

Along with his footbal I duties. Fetty also coaches 
wre,tling at Indian Creek and was named 2006 OV AC 
Junior High Coach of the Year. 

Fetry attended Ohio University and currently resides in 
Tiltonsville. 

SCOTT JOSEPH Thi\ former Purple Rider worked 
under Bruney this pal,t season and will return to embark 
on another year. 

Jrn,eph graduated from Martin<; Ferry in 1990 and then 

went' on to play four years at Ashland where he earned his 
degree. Along with football. Joseph has also coached track 
and field. 

STUART GOLDSTEIN - This long-time Bruney 
friend is about to embark on his first season as a Bruins· 
assistant. 

Goldstein moved to the area from Arizona where he 
and Bruney became close. He w·as a head coach for nine 
years in Arizona. He worked for three years each at 
Phoenix North. Phoenix Carl Hayden and Scottsdale 
Saguaro. 

A!I told. Gold<item ·, got 2 3 year~ m the sport of foot­
ball. He·~ abo coached track and wrestling. 

Goldstein owns a bachelor's degree from Arizona State 
University. 

Staske,· ca11 be reached at 

ssta1·ke,•@' ;;,,,p~/,,11d,,rm,fi11e.cm11 

Prior to arriving at Brooke. Bruney has 
made several coaching stops. He was an 
assistant at his alma mater, Martins Ferry, 
for five years. He's also coached at the 
University of Toledo. West Liberty State 
College and Maryvale High School in 
Arizona. He later became the head coach 
of Maryvale. which is located near 
Phoenix. for I:! year!i. He was the head 
coach for one season at both Astabula 
Lakc'iide and Maple Heights in Ohio. 

He wa<; named WTOV-9 Coach of the 

See, OVAC, Page B2 



Pobolish Selects Staff For All-Star Game 
Former Bellaire 
coach Bonar will 
join Ohio squad 

which will be implementing the 
game plan for the Buckeyes. 

"We met several times as a staff 
after I had my hip replaced.·· 
Pobolish said. ··we've started to 
work on a game plan already and 
we ·11 just have to adjust it as we 
go." 

well. 
··I admire what Greire and 

Mark can do and what they·ve 
done."· Pobolish said. "Gregg 
runs a good offense and likes to 
throw the ball. Trust me. people 
don't want to see us run the ball 
down the field. Gregg· s excited 
about it and we·re excited to have 
him and Mark." 

Spigarelli. 
Here· s a capsule look at the 

coaches: 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

The players are in place for the 
annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All ­
Star Charity Football Classic. 

Today. Ohio coach Ron Pobol­
ish announced his coaching staff. 

Many of his former Panthers 
assistants are going to camp at 
West Liberty University. He also 
hired former Bellaire High head 
coach Gregg Bonar and one of his 
chief assistants, Mark Spigarelli. as 

The complete Ohio coaching 
staff consists of: Phil Pest. George 
Laase, Blair Closser. Nate 
Skrzypek. Andy Weiss, Bonar and 

RON POBOLISH - This vet­
eran mentor was a standout player 
at West Virginia University and 
then returned to his roots in the 
Ohio Valley to become one of the 
area's top coaches. 

Pobolish coached football for 3 2 
years before calling it quits after 
last season in which he led the Pan­
thers to the Division III playoffs. a 
first-round home playoff game and 

RTS Thursday, July 1, 2010 

PoboHsh - ----- --
(Continued from Page 17) 

Ron and his wife. Laura 
reside in Moundsville. The 
couple has three children. 
Ashley. Lucey and Chet. 

PHIL PEST - This for­
mer Wheeling Central 
standout has been a main­
stay on Pobolish \ coaching 
staffs at Buckeye Local. 

Pest. who own~ a bache­
lor" s from Bethany and a 
M.A. from West Virginia. 
has been an assistant foot­
ball coach at Buckeye 
Local for l 8 years. and has 
30 years of experience on 
his resume. 

Along with football. Pest 
has also coached track and 
field for the Panthers. 

Along with Buckeye. 
Pest"s made stops al St. 
Clairsville. Wheeling Park 
and Wheeling Central. 

Phil and hi~ wife Jan 
have three children. Megan. 
Trevor and Shannon. 

GREGG BONAR -
This longtime football 
coach will direct the Buck­
eye),· offense during the 
OV AC All-Star Grune. 

Bonar. a Shadyside and 
West Liberty graduate, 
spent 25 years as a football 
coach at Bellaire. He was 
the head coach for two sea­
sons. He also coached girls' 
basketball for I 7 years. 

In 2005. Bonar. who 
owns a M.S. from the Uni­
versity of Dayton. was 
named Offen~ive Coordina­
tor of the Year after he 
helped guide the Big Red~. 
juggernaut offense to a 
regional championship. 

Gregg and his wife Rose 
mary have three children. 
Marybeth (24). Carrie (23) 
and David ( 1 9). 

ANDY WEISS - This 
Pobolish assistant ha~ been 
a member of the Buckeye 
Local coaching staff for 
four years. ~ 

Wei~s is a graduate of 
Muskingum College. Dur­
ing school. he competed in 
football and ba~eball. 

Andy and his wife Jen­
nifer reside in Houston. Pa. 

NATE SKRZYPEK -
This current Panthers assis­
tant coach was a football 
and wrestling standout at 
Whee:ing Central during 
his prep days. 

Skrzypek. who graduated 
from Bethany College. has 
been coaching football for 
seven seasons. including 
four at Buckeye Local. He 
abo serves as the Panthers 
wrestling coach. 

Nate and his wife 
Melanie reside in Wheel­
ing. 

BLAIR CLOSSER -
This veter.in worked for 35 
year!> at Buckeye Local 
before his retirement m Jan­
uary of 2009. 

During his career. he 
spent 2 7 years a.\ a football 
coach, He al~o coached 
basketball. softbal I and 
track during his career. 
while ~ervini a!. a member 
of the OV AC Executive 
Board. 

Closser. who graduated 
from Yorkville High 
School in 1 970. earned Iii~ 
bachelor·s degree from 
Ohio University and his 
M.S. from the University of 
Dayton. 

Blair and his wife Patri­
cia have been married for 
36 years and have three 
!-,Ons, Douglas (27), Derek 
(26) and Darin (24). 

GEORGE LAASE -
This Panthers ass1!.lanl 

-dreamt of playing in the all­
star game. but is excited for 
his opportunity to coach in 
the game. 

Laase. who is a Buckeye 
Local and Fairmont State 
University graduate. ha!-. 
been coaching for six years 
at Buckeye Local. He·~ also 

been the baseball coach at 
his alma mater for three 
years and .also coached 
hoops for three seasons. 

During his career as the 
Panthers· baseball coach. 
Laase has coached t he· 
OV AC and Eastern District 
All-Star Game. 

TOM O"CONNELL -
This former OVAC All­
Star Game participant will 
be a member of the Ohio 
coaching staff after playing 
for the Mountaineers in 
1984. 

0 ·connell has been at 
Buckeye Local for I 7 
years. but on the football 
staff for two vears. 

The I 9 84 graduate of 
Wheeling Park High 
School earned his degree 
from West Liberty. 

O'Connell and his wife 
Leslie have two children. a 
daughter Taylor and a son 
Justin. 

MARK SPIGARELLI 
- This former Bellaire 
assistant will be working 
with the Ohio squad this 
summer. 

Spigarelli has coached 
football for 1 7 years. 
including I 5 at Bellaire. His 
other ~tints were at Union 
Local and Martins Ferry. 

Along with his football 
duties, Spigarelli served as 
the Big Red s' baseball 
coach and guided the squad 
to the regional final in 
2003. 

Spigarelli has a degree 
from Ohio University. 
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also the OV AC Class AAAA title. 
Pobolish has made coaching 

stops at Cadiz. John Marshall. 
Buckeye South. Buckeye South­
west. Buckeye Local and Hamson 
Central. 

He ·s compiled a 144-102-1 
record and owns a state runnerup 
finish on his resume in 1994. 

Pobolish has been inducted to 
the Ohio Valley Football Coaches 
Hall of Fame. 

Please See POBOLISH. Page 24 
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Bruney, Pobolish to Coach OVAC All-Star Game 
"' 

Both coaching staffs 
relish opportunity to 
lead respective teams 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 

The 65th annual Rudy Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic is still more than eight 
months away. 

Still. preparations are in full 
swing. 

Late last week. Brooke's Tom 
Bruney and Buckeye Local's Ron 
Pobolish formally accepted invi­
tations to coach the West Virginia 
and Ohio squads. respectively in 
the annual summer football 
showdown. The game is slated 
for Sunday. July 25 20 I 0. 

BRUNEY made the most of his 
first season as the Bruins' head 
coach. He guided Brooke to an 
undefeated regular season and a 
trip to Wheeling Island Stadium 
for the Super Six two weekends 
ago. 

"We're extremely proud of the 
accomplishments of our team." 
Bruney said. "It started the first 
day we met on May 21 where we 
laid out our plan for the program, 
our expectations and how we 
pl annecf to install it ... 

The Bruins finished second in 
the OV AC Class 4-A standings 
despite their I 0-0 mark and over­
came several adversities both on 
and off the field en route to the 
perfect season. 

"Now that we·ve had about 11 
days or so since the (state cham-

Bruney P.obolish 

pionship) game, it's been refresh­
ing to look. back on the year we 
had," Bruney said. "The run we 
went on was a direct result of a 
wonderful group of kids and a 
very hard-working and loyal 
coaching staff." 

In the playoffs, the Bruins ral­
lied past 16th-seeded Princeton 
in the opening round and then 

cruised past Ripley and Universi­
ty en route to Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 

"We were probably ahead of 
schedule with what we accom­
plished," Bruney said. "But, it 
was wonderful to see week- by 
week the pride and the tradition 
resurfacing in our community and 
in our kids. Everyone says we 
brought the pride back. Well, it 
was always here, but it was mis­
placed and through the effort of 
our kids and coaches we brought 
it back to the top where it 
belonged." 

Traditionally, deep postseason 
runs are made with a large senior 
class. but the Bruins did it with 
seven seniors on the roster. 

.. The fact that we only had 
seven seniors was one of the 

OVAC------------
Continuedfrom page BJ 

"There was never a doubt 
in my mind that if (the 
OV AC) offered it to us that 
we'd accept.'' Bruney said. 
"I played for Ohio. my dad. 
played at Ohio State and 
rm a Buckeyes fan. so if 
someone's got to beat 
Ohio. it might as well be 
me and this Mountaineers 
team.'' 

Bruney and his entire 
coaching staff will be 
involved in the week-long 
process that begins July 18 
with camp at West Liberty 
University. 

"This is a perfect reward 
for our coaching staff:' 
Bruney said. "We"re really 
looking forward to picking 
the team. We think that will 
be the most fun part of the 
whole experience. We"II go 
over the nomination forms 
as · closely as possible and 
try to find the best 30 or 32 
players we can. coach them 
and see what happens 
because we're looking at 
this as our only shot.·· 

POBOLISH. meanwhile. 
could have easily been on a 
lengthy vacation at the time 
of the OV AC All -Star 
Game after he announced 
his retirement prior to the 
start of this past season. 

He could have done that 
especially after the fact that 
his Panthers sent him out 
on a high note. Buckeye 
finished the campaign 8-3 
with both an OV AC Class 
4-A title and as well as a 
Buckeye 8 title. Throw in a 
Division IIL Region I I 
home playoff game and it 

was quite a year for the 
Panthers. , 

"We had the type of team 
that could surely get beat 
anytime we stepped on the 
field. but at the same time. 
we had a team that could 
have played with and beat 
anyone on any given 
night." 

For Pobolish. this assign­
ment is another way to 
honor the work put in by 
the coaches and all of the 
players during his career at 
Buckeye. 

"Sometimes you don ·1 
appreciate winning. but 
when l came back the -.ec­
ond time we ti.ad to work 
extremely hard to become 
respectable.'' Pobolish said. 
"We battled hard to earn 
that respect, back and it 
goes to show with patience 
and hard work what you 
can achieve, so this is a 
great way to honor the 
Buckeye Local football 
team." 

After the Panthers· sea­
son ended with a loss to 
Canal Fulton· North west 
during the first round of the 
playoffs. many speculated 
whether or not Pobolish 
would accept this post with 
the all-star game. 

"I a!J1 accepting this posi­
tion on behalf of Buckeye 
Loca1:· Pobo\ish said ... , 
can remember struggling to 
1-9 and 2-8 seasons. so rm 
accepting it for· Buckeye 
and the hard work the kid-; 
and coaches put forth.·· . 

Pobolish met with hi~ 
entire varsity coaching !staff 

and all assured him they 
were on board regardless of 
who may or may not be the 
head coach next season. 

"Our coache.-. absolutely 
wanted to do it." Pobolish 
said. ··1 will admit I had my 
doubts because you obvi . 
ously can· t coach this thing 
by yourself. but our coach­
es were gung-ho about it. 
and it's a great reward for 
our program and team. 
They all told me if one of 
them is fortunate enough to 
get the head coaching job 
they would a ll want to 
coach ... 

Poboli!,h wasn't able to 
play rn the game after his 
graduation from Dillonvale 
High School because previ­
ous NCAA laws didn"t per­
mit future collegiate play­
ers from playing in the 
game. 

Since he's entered coach­
ing. Pobolish has been 
involved with the game five 
previous times. Three of 
those were as a head coach 
and he own~ a 1-2 mark in 
the contest. He was an 
assistant for Ohio in 1975 
and for West Virginia in 
1980 under Jake Olsavsky 
and Jerry Drake. respec­
tively. 

Obviously. Pobolish is 
well aware of the challenge 
of selecting the Buckeyes· 

roster. 
• "We have a pretty good 

idea about a lot of the play­
er!,. but we'll have to 
research some on the fringe 
area of the OV AC." Pobol­
ish said. "Plus. we ·re excit­
ed that we'll have the 
opportunity to coach some 
of our own kids again. 
Obviou!,]y. we won't 
announce tho~e until later. 
but having the chance to 
coach some of our own 
kid<; aJ?ain was another big 
part of the reason ... 

An officia l kick -off 
meeting to plans for the 
game w ill be held next 
month on u date yet to be 
determined. 

things that really concerned me 
when I first got the job," Bruney 
admitted. "During our first meet­
ing with the kids, we held our 
seniors back and told them usual­
ly coaches build from the ground 
up, starting with their freshman 
or even their junior high pro­
grams. but we told them we 
weren't going to throw them 
aside. 

"We used reverse psychology 
and built from the bottom up, but 
our seniors were on the bottom 
shoving everyone else up." 

As for the all-star game, this is 
Bruney's first assignment in the 
game. He played in the 1981 
contest under current Monroe 
Central coach Jay Circosta. 

See, OV AC, Page B5 



Pobolish's Interior Lines Feature Versat~le Players 
By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News.Register 
During the course of last 

decade. the battle in the 
trenches hai. gone a long 
way in determining the v.in':: 
ner in the annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Charity Football Game. 

Today. Ron Pobolbh. the 
recently retired Buckeye 
Local coach who will guide 
the Buckeye State in the July 
25 game. announces his 
linemen for the contest. 

"I think we·re going to be 
OK up front." Pobolish said. 
"We've got a lot of guys 

who can go either way. so 
the toughest part for us will 
be determining who will 
play on each side of the 
ball." 

Slated to open and clog 
holes for the Buckeye State 
are: Zac Wojciechowski 
(Cambridge). Jake 

W. Va. wide-receivers 
must be very versatile 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

catches for 654 yards. He also hauled in 
I I' touchdowns. which is a school record. 

For his fine season. Reed was named 
Tom Bruney admits that he likes to first-team all-Review. first-team all-

throw the football. Valley. first-team all-OV AC and second-
Earlier this week. he announced his team all-state. 

quarterbacks and now the Brooke High Tyler - who is the son of Jay Reed and 
and West Virginia coach for the Rudy Barb Reed - is heading to West Virginia. 
Mumley OVAC Charity Football Classic JARED BLATT (Magnolia) - This 
has pegged his targets. former Blue Eagle was a standout tight end 

"In our offense, we're able to spread the for Coach Mark Batton's squad. 
ball around.'' Bruney said. "We want to be The 6 -ft-5. 220 pounder made 57 
able to spread the field and take advantage receptions for 919 yards and 11 touch­
of our athletes. We don't wam to hang our downs. On the defensive side. he recorded 
hats on one thing because we could 42 solos and was in on 118 tackles. 
become too easy to defend." Blatt was named second-team all-state, 

Slated to battle for action during first-team all-OVAC and earned four 
camp. which begins on Sunday. Juls'14lr- letters. . 
18 in preparation for the game. -~~ Along with athletics. Blatt 
which is set for a week later at ~ • 1 \ was a member of the National 
Wheeling Island Stadium are: .. • ~ Honor Society Society, was a 
Wheeling Park's Marcus George. • : ✓.._~I Partner in Education representa-
Wheeling Central's Alex Gompers, ~ tive. 
Linsly's Craig Kuhar. Oak Glen's .- Jared - who is the son of 
Tyler Reed, Magnolia's Jared Blatt and Jim and Claire Blatt of New Martinsville 
Tyler Consolidated's Nate Taylor. - is attending West Virginia University. 

"We ask our receivers to do several CRAIG KUHAR (Linsly) - This for-
things in our offense." Bruney said. "We mer Cadet was the primary option on the 
feel we've got guys in place who can do flanks for Coach B.J. DePew's team. 
those. They look the same and we·re hop- The 6-ft-2. I 80 pounder made 14 
ing they compete the same." catches for 295 yards and five touch-

Here's a capsule look at the players who downs. 
returned their information sheets to OV AC Kuhar was the recipient of the 2009 
Game director Bob Koch: coach's award and was a third-team all-

MARCUS GEORGE (Wheeling Park) Valley pick for basketball. 
- This former Patriot was a jack of all Away from athletics. Kuhar was a mem­
trade for Coach Chris Daugherty's team ber of the Key Club. FCA. Spanish Club. 
during his career. SADD. 

Due to injury. the 5-ft-10. 165 pounder Craig - who is the son of Rick and 
was a quarterback for much of last season. Christine Kuhar of St. Clairsville - plans 
but also saw time at wide receiver and run- on attending West Virginia University. 
ning back. He accumulated nearly 1.000 ALEX GOMPERS (Wheeling Central) 
yards of total offense last season and threw - This former Knight standout was the 
for seven touchdowns. All told. George top receiver for Coach Mike Young·s 
ran for more than 1.000 yards in his squad last season. 
career. The 5-ft- I 0. l 70 pounder received the 

George was an all-state pick as a sopho- Most Improved Player award. 
more and twice named honorable mention Away from athletics. Alex is a member 
all-OV AC. of the National Honor Society and was 

Along with athletics, George is active in named to the High Honor Roll during 
Young Life. a volunteer at Special every semester. He's also a member of 
Olympics and with Little Patriots. GUTS and serves in the Peer Ministry and 

Marcus - who is heading to West served as the co-captain of the l acrosse 
Liberty - is the son of Mark of Candy team. 
George of Wheeling. Alex - who i s the son of Tom and 

TYLER REED (Oak Glen) - This for- Sarah Gompers of Wheeling - plans on 
mer Golden Bear was the go-to wide out attending West Virginia University. 
for Coach Tony Filberto's team. Staskey can be r eached at 

The 6 -ft -3. I 70 pounder made 33 sstaskey @timesleaderonline.com 

Mallernee (Harrison Cen­
tra I). Jarod Mellinger 
(Beallsville), Nate Maleski 
(Bridgeport). J .J. I ntorre 
(Beaver Local). ~amey 
DeVaul (Steubenvil~). Jor­
dan Burress (Martins Ferry). 
Shaun Berry (Zanesville). 
Bobby Bennett (Bellaire) 
and Jordan Banb 
(Steubenville). 

The 5-1 I. 215•pounder 
recorded I 00 tackles and 3 7 
for loss and I I sacks. He 
was a two-time all-Buckeye 
8 performer, two-time all• 
OV AC and first-team all­
district. He was named third­
team all-Ohio this past sea­
son. 

Jake. who plans on attend­
ing Mt. Ur.ion College. is the 
son of Bill and Luann 
Mallernee. 

pool Review. 
J.J .. the son of April and 

Joseph Intorre. plans on 
attending Muskingum Uni­
versity. ~ 

JAMEY DeVAUL 
(Steubenville) - This for­
mer Big Red two-way line­
man was a standout for head 
coach Reno Saccoccia. 

The 6-3. 220-pounder 
was a three-year starter at 
center and won the Calvin 
Jones Lineman Award and 
was named a WTOV-9 
Block of Granite and also 
holds the Big Red record for 
pin blocks. He was a first­
team all-Ohioan. all-Eastern 
District . first- team all ­
OVAC. all-Valley. first­
team Quad County. He also 
took part in the Penn-Ohio 
All-Star Game. 

' "We've got guys who are 
athletic and skilled." Pobol­
ish said. "Ifs going to come 
down to finding the right 
combination of guys." 

Here's a capsule look at 
the players: 

JAROD MELLINGER 
. (Beallsville) - This former 
Blue Devil saw time along 
both Imes and some at full': 
back for Coach Dave Cald­
well's club. ZAC WOJCIECHOWS­

KI (Cambridge) - This for­
mer Bobcat was a mainstay 
on both lines for Coach Rich 
Goodrich 's team. 

The 5-foot-10. 250-
pounder saw time at several 
spots along the front line and 
was named first-team all­
OV AC. all-ECOL. all-East­
ern District and was an aca­
demic all-Ohioan. 

Along with football. Woj­
ciechowski was a standout 
wrestler. twice placing in the 
OV AC tournament. He· s 
also a standout in the class­
room and is a member of the 
National Honor Society. 

Zac. who is the son of Les 
and Beth Wojciechowski. 
plans on attending Baldwin­
Wallace College. 

JAKE MALLERNEE 
(Harrison Central) - This 
former Huskie was a stand­
out on both lines at tackle for 
Coach Justin Kropka's team. 

••• • ••• •• 
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ALUMINUM 
SPECIAL 

55¢LB. 
Excluding Cans 

The 6 foot. 265-pounder 
had I I sacks. nine caught 
behind the I ine tackles.~, 6 
unassisted tackle\ and 8 7 
total stops. 

Mellinger was an all-con 
ference selection and took 
part in the Battle Against 
Cystic Fibrosis game earlier 
this summer. 

Along with football, 
DeVaul was a standout 
wrestler. He was also a class 
officer and he served as Key 
Club Vice President during 
his senior year. Jarod. the son of Steve 

and Julie Mellinger. plans on 
attending Belmont Tech. 

NATE MALESKI 
(Bridgeport) - This former 
Bulldog was a mainstay on a 
pair of playoff teams the past 
two years under head coach 
Rudy Vavrock. 

The 6-2. 270-pounder 
recorded 50 pan~ake blocks. 
On the defensive side of the 
ball. he recorded 90 tackles 
and had eight sacks en route 
to first-team all-Ohio acco­
lades. 

Malcsk i first-team al!­
Eastern District. all-OVAC. 
all-Times Leader and first ­
team all-Valley. He was a 
first-team all-Ohio offensive 
lineman as a junior. He was 
also selected· co play m the 
Ohio North-South All-Star 
Game. 

Along with football. 
Maleski was a standout in 
basketball. 

Nate, who plans on 
attending West Libe11y Uni­
versity. is the son of Richard 
and Cindy Maleski. 

J.J. INTORRE (Beaver 
Local) - This former 
Beaver was a standout on the 
defensive front for Coach 
Rich Wrighrs team. 

The 6-1. 255-pounder 
recorded 50 tackles and five 
sacks this past season. He 
had 45 tackles and three 
sacks during his junior sea­
son. 

Along with earning three 
letters. lntorre was an all ­
conference first- team pick. 
all-Quad County. all-district 
and first-team all-East Liver-

Jamey. the Vi nce and 
Renee DeVaul. is planning 
on attending Fairmont State. 

JORDAN BURRESS 
(Martins Ferry) - This for­
mer Purple Rider was a two­
way standout for head coach 
Dave Bruney. 

The 6-5. 275-pounder 
saw time at tight end. offen­
sive and defensive tackle. 

For his fine season. Bur­
ress was named all-Eastern 
District. all-OV AC. all-val­
ley. all-Buckeye 8 and all­
Ti mes Leader. 

Jordan. who is planning 
on attending Mt. Union Col­
lege. is the ~son of John and 
Cindy Burress. 

SHAUN BERRY 
(2.lnesv1lle) - This former 
Blue Devils was a mainstay 
center for Coach Chad 
Grandstaffs team. 

The 6- 2. 225-pounder 
was a first-team all-district. 
first-team all-SEOAL and 
all-league. He was also a 
standout in baseball for the 
Blue Devils. 

Berry. who is the son of 
Chuck and Jeannine Berry. 
is heading to Marietta Col-
lege. -

BOBBY BENNETT 
(Bellaire) - This former 
Big Red was a standout on 
both lines for Coach lo!.e 
Davis' team la~t season. 

The 6-5. 225-pounder 
was in in 31 tackles. five for 
loss. four fumble recoveries 
and he blocked three kicks. 

Bennett was also a stand­
out in wrest! ing where he 
earned a trip to the Ohio 
State Tournament and he 
played baseball. He's also 
earned the: distinction of 
Eagle Scout. 

Bobby. who is undecided 
about his future plans. is the 
son of Robert Bennett and 
Roxanne Bennett. 

JORDAN BANKS 
(Steubenville) - This 
detensive standout saw time 
both as a down lineman and 
at linebacker for Saccoccia • s 
team. 

The 6-foot. 2 I 5-pounder 
played defensive tackle and 
defensive end as well. 

Along with football. 
Banks was active in Key 
Club. Spanish Club and Lift 
Club. 

Jordan. who plans on 
auending Geneva College. is 
the son of John and Cathy 
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Ohio wide receivers· named 
By SETH STASKEY 
TTmes Leader Sports Editor 

At Buckeye Local. passing 
wa~n·t the name or the game for 
Coach Ron Poboli\h. ~ 

However. for the annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity 
Football Cla~s1c. Pobolish 
brought in former Bellaire head 
coach Gregg Bonar. meaning the 
Buckeyes pian to e mploy a pass­
ing g,une. 

That's what made the collec­
t1on of wide receivers an impor­
tant se lection and Poboli ~h is 
quite pleased with the group he ·s 
assembled. 

··we·re going to put the ball in 

the air:· Pobolish said ... We feel 
we·ve got guys who can get open, 
who are fast and can catch the 
ball. we·ve also got some guys 
who can play more than one posi­
tion. so if something happens we 
can move ~ome people around." 

Ticketed for wide receiver 
duties with the Buckeyes· are St. 
Clairsville·s Seth Callarik, 
Shadyside's Dylan Kimble, 
Indian Creek·s Michael Wayt, 
Steubenville·s Trey Wiggins, 
Union Local's Brandon Nicholes 
and Shenandoah·s Wes 
Rataiczak. 

Here·~ a capsule look at the 
players: 

SETH CALLARIK (St. 
Clairsville) - This two-way per­
former enjoyed a big season for. 
Coach Brett McLean-'s team ·last 
fall. 

As a wide receiver. Callarik 
caught 1 7 balls for 40 1 yards. He 
was also a standout in the defen­
sive backfield. He had nine inter­
ceptions, 2 I solo tackles and 
eight pass break-ups. 

The 5-ft-1 I, 155 pounder was 
a first-team all-OVAC. all­
Buckeye 8. all-Eastern Di~trict. 

.all-Valley: all-Times Leader 
selection. He was a finalist for 
Big 22 Defensive Player of the 
Year and was named his team 's 
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downs. As a quarterback, he passed for 2,238 yards and 
20 touchdowns last season, while running for 476 yards. 
He was also a defensive standout. 

The 5-ft- l I, 170 pounder was named first-team all­
OV AC, all-Times Leader, all -Eastern District and all­
Valley for his fine season. 
Kimble was also a mainstay on the Tigers' basketball 
team, which finished the regular season unbeaten and 
advanced to the regional final. 

Along with his athletic ventures, Kimble's a member ot 
the National Honor Roll and student council. He served as 
his class' president and was a member of the yearbook 
staff. 

Dylan - who plans on attending Ohio University -
is the son of Rick and Joyce Kimble of Shadyside. 

BRANDON NICHOLES (Union Local) - This for­
mer Jets' wide receiver was a first-team all-Ohio as a jun­
ior and was heading toward another big year before he 
injured his knee. 

In Coach' Mark Cisar's pass-happy offense, Nicholes 
was one of the . primary targets. All told, he caught 105 
balls for 1,715 yards and 15 touchdowns. He was in on 
63 tackles and had four interceptions as well. 

Along with the all-state honor, Nicholes was first-team 
Buckeye 8, Eastern District, all -Times Leader and all­
OV AC as a junior. 

Nicholes was also a standout in track, qualifying to the 
state meet two years. 

A way from athletics, Nicholes was a memeber of the 
Culture Club, Spanish Club and FFA. 

. Brandon - who is undecided about his future plans -
is the son of Mike and Sheila Nicholes of Belmont. 

WES RATAICZAK (Shenandoah) - This fonner Zep 
was a go-to wide out for Coach Tim Wilson's team this 
past season. 

The 6-ft-3, 215 pounder surpassed the 1,000 yard 
mark receiving and had 15 touchdowns in his career. He 
also had 900 yards passing and recorded three intercep­
tions . . 

Rataiczak was named all-PVC in football, all-OV AC, 
first-team all-Ohio, first-team all-Eastern District. 

Along with football, Rataiczak was a standout in bas­
ketball for the Zeps. He was accorded first-team all­
OV AC, all-Eastern District, all-PVC in hoops as well. 

Wes ·_ who is the son of Joellen Rataiczak of Quaker 
City - is undecided about his future plans. 

MICHAEL WA YT (Indian Creek) - This former 
Redskin was a standout all over the field for Coach 
Andrew Connor's team last season. 

The 5-ft-9, 155 pounder saw time at wide receiver, 
defensive back and as a kick returner. Defensively, he was 
jn in on 74 tackles and made six interceptions. 

Wayt was named first -team Buckeye 8, first-team 
Quad County All-Star Team and honorable mention all­
Ohio. 

Michael - who is undecided about his future plans -
is the son of Thomas and Connie Wayt of Mingo Junction. 

TREY WIGGINS (Steubenville) - This former Big 
Red standout was one of the primary targets in Coach 
Reno Saccoccia's offense. 

The 5-ft-l 0, 170 pounder made 37 receptions during 
his senior season. All told, he had 637 yards and nine 
touchdowns. , 

Wiggins received the Lodgen Award at Steubenville. 
Along with football, Wiggins was a track standout for 

the Big Red, earning all-Ohio as a member of the 
Steubenville 4x200 team. 

Trey - who is the son of Lisa Ostrowski of Mingo -
plans on attending Fairmont State University. 

Staskey can be reached at 
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 

MVP. 
Callarik was 

also a standout 
wrestler. winning 
two OV AC titles 
and qualifying to 
th~state tourna­
ment twice. He's 
also active in 
Young Life. 

Seth - who is KIMBLE 
undecided about 
his future plans - is the son of 
Casev and Carrie Callarik of St. 
Clair;ville. 

DYLAN KIMBLE 
(Shadyside) - This former Tiger 
spen t three seasons as a wide 

CALLARIK NICHOLES 
receiver before serving as the 
quarterback under head coach 
Mark Holenka last season. 

All told. he made 22 catches 
in his career and scored :23 touch-

See, OVAC, Page 82 
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Ohio Will Put Football in Air 
By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

At Buckeye Local. passing wasn·t 
the name of the game for Coach Ron 
Pobolish. ~ 

However. for the annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Foot­
ball Classic. Pobolish brought in for­
mer Bellaire head coach Gregg Bonar. 
meaning the Buckeyes plan to employ 
a passing game. 

That's what made the collection of 
receivers an important selection and 
Pobolish is quite pleased with the 
group he·s assembled. 

.. we·re going to put the ball in the 
air:· Pobolish said. ··we feel we·ve 
got guys who can get open. who are 
fast and can catch the ball. 

"We·ve also got some guys who can 
play more than one position. so if 
something happens we can m.ove some 
people around ... 

Ticketed for receiver dutie~ with the 
Buckeye~ are St. Clairsville·~ Seth 
Callarik. Shadyside·s Dylan Kimble. 
Indian Creek·s Michael Wayt. 
Steubenville·s Trey Wiggin~. Union 
Locars Brandon Nicholes and Shenan­
doah ·s Wes Rataiczak. • 

Here·s a capsule look at the players: 
SETH CA LLARIK (St. 

Clairsville): This two-way performer 
enjoyed a big season for Coach Brett 
McLean·s team last fall. 

As a receiver. Callarik caught 17 
balls for 40 I yards. He was also a 
standout in the defensive backfield 
where he had nine interceptions. 21 
solo tackles and eight pass breakups. 

The 5-foot- I I. 155 pounder was a 
first team AII-OV AC. All-Buckeye 8. 
All-Eastern District. All-Valley. and 
All-Times Leader selection. He was a 
finalist for Big 22 Defensive Player of 
the Year and was named his team·s 
Most Valuable Player. 

Callarik was also a standout 
wrestler. winning two OV AC titles and 
qualifying to the state tournament 
twice. He·s also active in Young Life. 

Seth. who is undecided about his 
future plans. is the son of Casey. and 
Carrie Callarik of St. Clairsville. 

OVAC All-Star Football 

DYLAN KIMBLE (Shadyside): 
This former Tiger spent three seasons 
as a receiver before serving as the quar­
terback under head coach Mark Holen­
ka last season. 

All told, he made 22 catches in his 
career and scored 23 touchdowns. 

As a quarterback. he passed for 
2,238 yards and 20 touchdowns last 
season. while running for 4 76 yards. 
He was also a defensive standout. 

The 5-1 I, I 70 pounder was named 
first team All-OV AC. All-Times 
Leader. All-Eastern District and All­
Valley for his fine season. 

Kimble was abo a mainstay on the 
Tigers basketball team that finished the 
regular season unbeaten and advanced 
to the regional final. 

Along with his athletic ventures, 
Kimble\ a member of the National 
Honor Roll and ~tudent council. He 
served as class president and was a 
member of the yearbook -;taff. 

Dylan. who plan~ on attending Ohio 
University. is the son of Rick and Joyce 
Kimble of Shady~ide. 

BRANDON NICHOLES (Union 
Local): This fom1cr Jets receiver was a 
first team All-Ohio as a junior and was 
heading toward another big yt~ar before 
he injured his knee. 

In Coach Mark Cisar·s pass-happy 
offense. Nicholes was one .of the pri­
mary targets. All told. he caught I 05 
balls for I. 71 5 yards and I 5 touch­
downs in his career. He was in on 63 
tackles and had four interceptions as 
well. 

Along with the all-state honor. Nic­
holes was first team Buckeye 8. East­
ern District. All-Times Leader. All­
Valley and AII-OV AC as a junior. 

Nicholes was also a standout in 
track. qualifying to the state meet two 
years. 

Away from athletics. Nicholes was a 
memeber of the Culture Club. Spanish 
Club and FFA. 

Brandon. who is undecided about his 
future plans. is the son of Mike and 

Sheila Nicholes of Belmont. 
WES RATAJCZAK (Shenan­

doah): This former Zep was a go-to 
receiver for Coach Tim Wilson's team 
last season. 

The 6-3. 215 pounder surpassed the 
1.000-yard mark receiving and had I 5 
touchdowns in his career. He also had 
900 yards passing and recorded three 
interceptions. 

Rataiczak was named All-PVC in 
football. AII-OV AC. first team All­
Ohio. and first team All-Eastern Dis­
trict. 

Along with football. Rataiczak was a 
standout in basketball for the Zeps. 
where he was accorded first team AII­
OV AC. All-Eastern District. and All­
PVC. 

Wes. who is the son of Joellen 
Rataiczak of Quaker City. is undecided 
about his future plans. 

MICHAEL WA YT (Indian 
Creek): This former Redskin was a 
standout all over the field for Coach 
Andrew Connor's team last season. 

The 5-9. 155 pounder saw time at 
receiver. defensive back and as a kick 
returner. Defensively. he was in on 74 
tackles and made six interceptions. 

Wayt was named first team Buckeye 
8. first team Quad County All-Star 
Team. and honorable mention All­
Ohio. 

Michael. wh'o is undecided about his 
future plans. is the son of Thomas and 
Connie Wayt of Mingo Junction. 

TREY WIGGINS (Steubenville): 
This fonner Big Red standout was one 
of the primary targets in Coach Reno 
Saccoccia • s offense. 

The 5- 1 0. I 70 pounder made 3 7 
receptions during his senior season. All 
told. he had 637 yards and nine touch­
downs. 

Wiggins received the Lodgen Award 
at Steubenville. 

Along with football. Wiggins was a 
track standout for Big Red. earning 
All-Ohio as a member of the 800 relay 
team. 

Trey. who is the son of Lisa 
Ostrowski of Mingo. plans to attend 
Fairmont State University. 
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Bruney 
Selects 
His Line 
OVAC All-Star Game 
just 15 days away 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

Tom Bruney played in the OV AC 
All.Star Game and he's watched sever­
al. So_ he has a good understanding of 
what 11 takes to be successful and it 
':omes down to line play most of the 
t1~e. H~'s been on the Ohio side of 
thmgs m the past and realized the 
Buckeye State normally overpowers 
West Virginia up front. , 

So when the Brooke head coach was 
selected to guide the Mountain State in 
the July 25th_ Rudy Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Charity Football Classic he 
made it a point when picking his ~ster 
t<:, get the biggest, most-talented offen­
sive and defensive linemen he could 
find. 

''We were looking for guys who we 
thought could compete with the Ohio 
guys," Bruney said. "This has been a 
glaring mismatch for the last several 
years and we've got to be able to com­
pete with and get at least a stalemate up 
front." 

Today, Bruney named 10 linemen 
who_ will spend tim~ working for a spot 
on either the offensive or defensive lme 

Please See BRUNEY, Page 14 
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when camp begins next 
weekend for the game. 

Slated to compete are: 
Jordan West (Wheeling Cen­
tral), Ryan Small (South). 
Sam Robinson (John Mar­
shall), Nick Nero (Madon­
na). Christian McGaughey 
(Madonna). Mike Lough 
(Wheeling Park), Jake Lifly 
(Brooke), Andy Hug~ins 
(Magnolia). Devm Hamson 
(John Marshall) and Hunter 
Ferguson (South). 

Here's a capsule look at 
the players: 

JORDAN WEST 
(Wheeling Central): This 
fonner Maroon Knight was 
a standout two-way fineman 
for Coach Mike Young's 
squad. 

The 5-foot-11. 280 
pounder was impressive at 
defensive tackle with 77 
stops. four sacks and a 
forced fumble. 

For his fine season. West 
was named first team All­
OV AC, all-state, All-Valley, 
and was awarded Player of 
the Week by Wally and 
Wimpy's. He also received 
Wheeling Central 's Offen­
sive Player of the Year 
Award. and earlier this year 
received the Wheeling Cen­
tral Lou Mack Award. 

Away from football. West 
was a member of the Nation­
al Honor Society. 

Jordan. who is the son of 
Max and Mary Ann West of 
Wheeling. is planning on 
attending West Virginia 
University. 

RY AN SMALL (Park­
ersburg South): This versa~ 
tile player saw time at four 
different positons during the 
course of his career under 
Jon Bolen. 

The 6-1. 255 pounder 
lined up at guard. defensive 
tackle, defensive end and 
linebacker. and was eventu­
ally named all-state. 

Ryan. who is undecided 
about his future plans, is the 
son of Marvin and Lisa 
Small of Mineral Wells. 

SAM ROBINSON 
(John Marshall): This for­
mer Monarch. was a standout 
at defensive end and receiver 
for Coach Dan Wilson's 
team. 

The 6-5. 225 pounder 
recorded 6 7 tackles and had 
16 sacks. He also had I 7 
tackles for loss. 

Robinson was a first team 
All-Valley and honorable 
mention all-state selection. 

Robinson is a standout in 
the classroom as he's a 
member of the National 
Honor Society. Away from 
school, he's a nursery school 
teacher at St. Francis Xavier 
Church and he also takes 
part in Young Life. 

Sam. who plans on 
attending West Liberty. is 
the son of Grace and Mike 
Gardill and August and 
Rhonda Robinson. 

NICK NERO (Madon­
na): This two-way lineman 
was a key cog in the Blue 
Dons· undefeated state 
championship team under 
Bob Kramer. 

The 6-0. 230 pounder 
was honored for hi$ fine sea­
son with all-state first team 
and he played in the North­
South Game. 

Nick, who plans on 
attending Robert Morris. is 
the son of Blake and Theresa 
Nero of Hookstown, Pa. 

CHRISTIAN 
MCGAUGHEY (Madon­
na): This former Blue 
Don was a bookend 

right tackle for Kramer. 
The 6-3. 3 1 5 pounder 

started 4 7 consecutive 

games at the position. He 
was honorable mention all­
state. second team All-Val­
ley, first team River Valley 
League and second team 
Mason Dixon Conference. 

Christian. who is the son 
of Jeff and Kristin Doughty, 
plans lo go to Muskingum. 

MIKE LOUGH (Wheel­
ing Park): This former 
Patriot was a standout center 
for Coach Chris Daugherty's 
team. 

The 6-4. 220 pounder 
also played on the defensive 
line. 

Along with football, 
Lough was a standout 
wrestler as well as a member 
of the Diversity Club and he 
also takes part in Young 
Life. 

Mike. who plans on 
attending Bethany College, 
is the son of Richard and 
Shelly Lough of West Liber­
ty. 

JAKE LILLY (Brooke): 
This former Bruin helped 
pave the way for Coach 
Bruney·s highly effective 
offense last season. 

The 6-3. 280 pounder 
was an offensive captain and 
was named first team all­
state and All-Valley. He was 
also named to the All­
Decade team bY. the 
C~arles!on Daily Mall along 
with bemg named first team 
All-OVAC. • 

Away from sports, Lilly 
was a member of the Nation­
al Honor soc·iety. . 

Jake. who plans on attend­
ing West Virginia, is the son 
of James and Christine Lilly 
of Follansbee. 

ANDY HUGGINS 
(Magnolia): This former 
Blue Eagle was a two-way 
standout in the trenches for 
Coach Mark Batton·s team. 

The 6-4. 2 3 5 pounder 
graded out at 8 3 percent last 
season en route to being 
named honorable mention 
all-state and All-OV AC. He 
also earned academic All­
OV AC and took part in the 
BACF All-Star Game. 

Andy, who is the son of 
Mark and Scheri Huggins of 
New Martinsville. plans on 
attending West Virginia 
University to major in engi­
neering. 

DEVIN HARRISON 
(John Marshall): This for­
mer Monarch manned down 
a spot along both the offen­
sive and defensive line for 
Wilson 's team. 

The 6-3. 270 pounder 
recorded 35 tackles and four 
sacks in his senior season. 

For his season. Harrison 
was named JM Lineman of 
the Year. A way from sports, 
he's a member of the 
National Honor Society, 
received the Black and Gold 
Academic Scholarship from 
West Liberty. where he will 
continue his education. 

Devin. who is also a 
member of the Academic 
and Computer Clubs, is the 
son of Richard and Lucretia 
Maine. 

HUNTER FERGUSON 
(Parkersburg South): This 
former Patriot was a fullback 
and defensive standout for 
Bolen·s team and will figure 
into the defensive line mix 
for the Mountaineers during 
the OV AC game. 

Al South. the 6-0, 230-
pounder gained 500 all -pur­
pose yards. On the defensive 
side of the ball. he was in on 
200 tackles, made IO sacks 
and had three interceptions. 

Ferguson was named all­
conference and all-state. 

Hunter. who plans on 
attending Fairmont. is the 
son of Michael and Heather 
Ferguson. 

Free OVAC 
Youth Clinic 
Set Sunday 

To kickoff the beginning 
of the 2010-11 'SUBWAY 
Sports Clinic Series' the 
Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference will be hosting 
its seventh annual free 
youth football clinic in con­
j unction with the 'Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Charity Football Classic· 
presented by Huntington 
Bank & WTOV9. The 
clinic will take place the 
day of the game on Sunday. 
July 25. at the Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

Registration will take 
place at the Stadium from 
noon to 12:45 p.m. The 
clinic will last from 1-2:30 
p.m. and will be directed by 
OV AC football coaches. 
including members of 
coach Chris Daugherty's 
Wheeling Park High School 
football staff. Tim Weaver 
and the Bethany College 
Football staff will assist as 
well. The instructor~ will 
teach the basic fundamen­
tals of football with a focus 
on building self-esteem. 
The clinic is free and open 
to boys and gitls ages 6-1 3. 

Parents or legal 
guardians are required to 
have insurance and be pres­
ent the day of the clinic to 
s litn a waiver form. For 
more information visit 
HYPERLINK 
"http://www.OVAC.org" 
www.OVAC.org. email: 
HYPERLINK "mail­
t o : j a m e s @ o v a c . o r g •· 
james@ovac.org or call 
(304) 639-1238. 

Along with SUBWAY 
the youth clinic is spon­
sored by AM l 600 
WKKX. Wheeling 
Hospital. Bordas & Bordas 
Law Firm. The Health Plan. 
AT&T and the 'Prevent 
Don't Provide' initiative.'' 

The annual ·Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All Star 
Charity Football Classic· 
presented by Huntington 
Bank & WTOV9 is slated 
for Sunday, July 25, at 
Wheeling Island Stadium 
with kickoff planned for 
7:15 p.m. 

Beginning on Monday 
tickets will be available at 
area Kroger stores. Smitty's 
Floors and other Ohio 
Valley retail locations that 
can be found on line at the 
OVAC's official Web site. 
HYPERLINK 
"http:/lwww.OVAC.org" 
www.OVAC.org. 

• 



Bruney announces W.Va. backfield for OVAC. Game 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

two-way players." Bruney said. ··There are Weir·s T.J. Howard. Wheeling Central's 

goingtofitintoth~puzzlesomewhere.'' Jordan Sorge and Wheeling Park"s 

At quarterback. Bruney·s own player Dominique Jenkins. 

When forming his roster for the annual 
Rudy Mum Icy ~OV AC All-Star Charity 

Football Classic. Brooke High and West 

Virginia head coach Tom Bruney wanted 

linemen first. 

Cotey Wallace and Oak Glen·s Seth "We like a slashing type run­

Barnhart will gel the primary looks. «~ !j_l)"-. ner in our offense:· Bruney said. 

··1 think Cotey Wallace learned c::s. - .~ ··we aho like to throw the ball to 

the svstem heller than I know it _7 1 • our backs with screens. As we 

last year and I think he"II be a big 'li~~ ,~W, were picking these kids. some of 

asset to Seth in helping him learn ~~ 'Ll them may not have carried it as 
However. he fccb like he and hi~ coach­

ing staff did their due dilligence on the 
other positions as well and today he 

announces his quarterback and running 
hack candidate!-- for the Sunday. July 25th 

clash with Ohio. 

it too:· Bruney said. ··we feel like ~(-_@ ,... much for their high school team. 

tho~e kid~ are field generals and we -- • but they·re versatile and can run the 

can compete in this game with .\)lem ball." 

directing the team:· Here's a capsule look at the players who 

At the running back spot. Bruney·s returned their biographical information to 

looking al Magnolia's Stingray Bates. game director Bob Koch: 
··Most or the guy\ wc·vc picked are 

• • • 
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Big 2 2 Player of the 
X ear aod also the presti­
gious Kennedy A ward. He 
was also a standout in track 
and field for the Bruins. 

Cotey - who is the son 
of Garey Wallace of 
Wellsburg - plans on 
attending Fairmont State 
University in the fall. 

SETH BARNHART 
(Oak Glen) - This former 
Golden Bear played a huge 
role in helping to lead his 
team back to the postseason 
under the guidance of head 
coach Tony Filberto. 

The 6-ft-3, 215 pounder 
passed for 2,154 yards and 
25 touchdowns.•He also ran 
for four scores. 

pla~s _on attending 
California University of 
Pennsylvania. 

STINORA Y BATES 
(Magnolia) - This former 
Bl°:e Eagle was a four-year 
mamstay for Coach Mark 
Batton's team. 

During his prep career in 
which he earned four let­
ters, Bates ran 462 times 
for 2,281 yards and 23 
touchdowns. He also 
ca ugh I I 9 passes and 
scored two receiving touch­
downs. 

Bates was a first-team 
all-OV AC performer this 
past season and was named 
the winner of the Sam 
Mumley Memorial MVP 

standout with 64 tackles 
four interceptions and Ii 
tackles for loss. 

Howard was a honorable 
mention all-state pick in 
Class AA. 

T.J. - who is the son of 
Tim and Renee Howard of 
Weirton - is planning to 
attend West Liberty 
University in the fall. 

JORDAN SORGE 
(Wheeling Central) - This 
former Maroon Knight 
made his presence felt all 
over the place for head 
coach Mike Young's team 
last season. 

Barnhart was first-team 
~II-state and a Big 22 final­
ist. He was also named 
first-team all-OVAC, all­
Valley and was a finalist 
for Review Player of'teh 
Year. He was a four-year 
starter at Oak Glen and 
holds every quarterbacking 

A ward in Class AA during 
the 2008 Super Six 
Foot~all Championships. 

Stmgray - who is the 
son of Todd and Cindy 
Bates of New Martinsville 
-: plans on attending West 
Liberty University. 

T.l. HOW ARD (Weir 
High) - This former Red 
Rider was a standout all over 
the field for Coach Tom 
Taylor's team last season. 

On the offensive side of 
the ball, Sorge ran 64 times 
for 4 76 yards and six 
touchdowns. He also 
caught 22 balls ofr 542 
yards and nine scores. 
Defensively, he made 30 
tackles and recorded five 
interceptions. 

For his efforts, Sorge 
was named first-team all­
state in Class A, all-OV AC 
and all-Valley. school record. 

Along with football 
Barnhart played baketbali 
and baseball. 

A way from athletics he 
. . . ' 

was quite active in Culture 
Club, Foreign Language 
Club, Friends of Rachel 
Club and yearbook staff. 

Seth - who is the son of 
Tracy and the late Gerald 
Barnhart of Chester -

The 5-ft-9, 165 pounder 
ran for 700 yards and 
accounted for 1,200 all 
purpose yardage, which 
makes him a valuable piece 
for Bruney and the 
Mountaineer squad. 

He was also a defensive 

Along wi-th football 
Sorge lettered for Central i~ 
basketball and tennis. 

Jordan - who is the son 
of Brian and Lisa Sorge of 
Wheeling - plans on 
attending West Liberty 
University. 

Staskey can be reached 
at sstaskey@timesleader 
online.com 

COTEY WALLACE (Brooke) - This 
Bruins quanerback settled in without a 

problem to Bruncy·s offense this past sea­
son and turned in a brilliant final cam­
paign. 

The 6-ft- I. 180 pounder passed for 
more than 2.1 00 yards and 2 5 touch­

downs. He ran for more than I . I 00 yards 
and 15 more touchdowns. while directing 

the Bruins· to a I 3-1 season. 
Wallace gained all sorts of post-season 

honors. including first-team all-state in 

Class AAA: fin:·t-tcam all-OVAC and 

Class 4-A captain. He was a finalist for the 

See, BRUNEY, Page C2 



Annual OVAC 
football game: 
A costly event 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times leader Sports Editor 

IF YOU'VE found yourself at the gate of 

!he OVAC ~II-Star Football game complain­

,n~ a?out ticket prices and money. while 

believing the conference is sitting on a cash 

cow. you're by no means alone in that school 
of thought. 

However. OV AC Executive 

Secretary/Treasurer Tom Rataiczak wants to 

point out you·re dead wrong. 

··(t·s a _frustrating misconception," 

Rata1czak said. 'Tve heard people say how the 

0~ AC is nothing but a money making organi­

zation and we·re in it for the profit. Those 

people Just don't fully understand.'' 

As the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OV AC 

All-Star Charity Football Classic quickly 

approache, at Wheeling Island Stadium the 

OV AC is bracing for what could be one ~fits 

costliest years in the history of the game. 

. "People believe we·re making a killing off 

this game and up to this point. it was always a 

'litt!e· mon~y-making type venture," 

Rata,czak admitted. "But. people don't under­

<;tand what goes into this game and this is 

probably the first year where we're looking at 
a major hurt.·· 

Rataiczak and the OV AC are taking out a 

fu/(-pag~ detailed ad in this year's program, 

which d,s,ects the revenue and expenditures 

of thl! game. which breaks down the 2009 fig­
ures. 

The big change in the economic climate of 

the game has been the room and board costs at 
West Liberty University. 

"Obviously. other things have risen, and we 

expect that. but nothing has risen with the 

magnitude of the room and board," Rataiczak 

said. 'The cost of our uni forms has been the 

same. our transportation has gone up a very 

See, OVAC, Page A2 

HERE IS A LOOK AT THE NUMBERS. 

Based on the 2009 game the revenues 
include: 

■ Tickets, $43,314. 
■ Program, $36,340 (advert,sing): $2,358 

(sales). 

I 

■ Raffle, $16,195. 
■ Evening with the Stars Dinner, $5,117 

■ Souvenir clothlng, $1,307. 
■ Sp0nsors, $10,990. 
TOTAL INCOME: $115.622. 

However, an of the money is secured before 
the OVAC pays its bills. 

Based on the 2009 game here are the expen-
ditures: 

I 

■ Payroll, $16,972. 
■ Awards/Plaques. $1,567. 
■ Security, $850. 
■ Rentals, $1,880. 
■ Room and Board {at WLU}, $49,308. 

■ Printing {tickets/programs), $20,748. 

I 

$4,~e~_tfice expenses (paper, postage, etc), 

■ Evening with the Stars Banquet/Meals, 
$6,916. 

■ Transportation, $2,409. 
■ Uniforms/Clothing, $10,923. 
■ Scholarships, $7,000. 
■ Donations, $6,525. 

L 
TOTAL EXPENSES: $129,282. 
TOTAL NET· -$13,661 . 

' 
' l 
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little bit based on drivers, other expenses and pay!oll h3:ve 

stayed about the same, but the room and board Just cnp­

ples us." 
West Liberty University houses some 350_ students for 

four nights. The players and coaches move ,1n one w~ek 

from today, but the band and cheerleaders won't arnve 

until Wednesday, July 21. . . 

When the OV AC officials and West Liberty met this 

past April to nail down things about the upcoming camp, 

it was learned that the housing bill was going up again 

and is projected to be between $65,000 and $70,000, 

which is about a 30 percent increase. . 

"That kind of increase in one year 1s enough to make 

you say wow," Rataiczak said. "The numbers they gave 

us didn't really sink in until we started to do th~ m3:th. 

There had been minimal increases before, but nothing hke 

this." . 

By the time the OV AC got the figures, 1t was alm?st 

too late to look into moving the camp to another locauon 

because things were booked at most area colleges. 

"We probably made contact with every college and/or 

university in the area," Rataiczak admitted. "We've got a 

lot of kids we bring to campus for that week and we 

couldn't change anything because we'd already sent out 

acceptance letters to the players, band members and 

cheerleaders." . . 

Another area Rataiczak explained was in the telev1s1on 

contract. Unlike most sporting events, the OV AC actually 

pays its broadcast media partner, which is WTOV-9, to 

produce and broadcast the game. . ,, 

"The OV AC is its own production company, 

Rataiczak said. ''We've got to buy the air time to put the 

game on, and therefor~ we are respa~sib_le to sell t~e 

advertising. Our marketing program_ 1s ued mto the entire 

year, so it's difficult to break out stnctly the revenue gen-

erated from the game." . . 

In earlier years, the money generated _from telev1s1~n 

was $20,000, which is where the profit of $,6,339 1s 

made. • k d 
However, that minimal profit will be qu1c ly e_ras~ 

with the aforementioned rise in housing cost_s, which 1s 

why the OVAC is beginning to look at alte~at1ves. 

"We can't raise ticket and/or program pnces anymore, 

we know that," Rataiczak said. "We probably can't attract 

anymore sponsors because we're fortunate to have what 

we have. So, do we eliminate band, change t~e date, put 

bands and teams at different colleges or what?_ . . 

Despite the question~ to be answered, Rata1czak insists 

there will continue to be an all-star football game hopeful­

ly with all of the aspects the people of the Ohio Valley 

have come to know and love about the game, but the com­

mittee will sit down next month and re-evaluate the afore­

mentioned possibilities and numerous others .. 

"There's no doubt in my mind the ga~e w1I) go ~n. but 

I am unsure of the direction the committee 1s going to 

take " Rataiczak said. "Every time we throw out a solu­

tion' there's always a what about this, so I am not s~re 

how' we're going to approach it, but we're prob_ably gomg 

to spend a lot of serious time trying to re-invent the 

wheel. There just comes a point where this gets to be 

insane." . 

Rataiczak doesn't foresee any immediate announce­

ments nor has he set a timetable about the future of the 

game or its activities. . 

"We've· got to explore options and look ~t every smgle 

detail," Rataiczak said. "It's hard to believe there ~re 

some sporting championships throughout the year, ~h1ch 

bring in more money than the all-star football game .. 

Rataiczak couldn't stress enough that the OVAC 1s for 

the kids of the Ohio Valley. 
"We're not going to cheat ou~ studen~athletes out of 

an experience of a lifetime," Rata1czak said. 

Staskey can be reached at 

sstaskey@(imes/eaderon/ine.com 



Bruney announces linemen for OVAC Game 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Spor:ts Editor 

Tom Bruney played in the OV AC All­
Star Game and he·~ watched several. 

Star Charity Football Classic. he made it a 
point when picking his roster to get the 
biggest most talented offensive and defen­
sive linemen he could find. 

Slated to compete are: Jordan West 
(Wheeling Central). Ryan Small (South). 
Samuel Robinson (John Marshall). Nick 
Nero (Madonna). Christian McGaughey 
(Madonna). Mike Lough (Wpeeling Park). 
Jake -Lilly (Brooke). Andy Huggins 
(Magnolia). Devin Harrhon (John 
Marshall) and Hunter Ferguson (South). 

He's got a good under~tandmg of what 
it take-; to be ~ucces~ful and it come~ down 
to line play mmt of the team. He·~ been on 
the Ohio side of things in the past and real 
ized that the Buckeye State nom1all) over­
power~ We~t Virginia up front. 

--we were looking for guy~ who we 
thought could compete with the Ohio 
guys:· Bruney :-.aid ... This ha~ been a glar­
ing mismatch for the last several years and 
we've got to be able to compete with and 
get at least a ~talemate up front. .. 
~ Today. Bruney named IO linemen who 
will ~pend time working for a spot on 
either the offensive or defensive line when 
<.:amp begin~ next weekend for the game. 

Here ·s a capsule look at the player~: 
JORDAN WEST (Wheeling Central) 

This former Knight wa~ a standout 
two-way lineman for Coach Mike Young's 
squad. 

So when the Brooke Hic:h head coach 
was sele<.:ted to guide the Mountam State 
in the July 25th Rudy Mumley OY AC All- The 5-ft-1 I. 280 pounder was impre~ 

e OVAC-----------
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Mary Ann West of Wheeling - is plan­
ning on attending West Virginia 
University. 

RY AN SMALL (Parkersburg South) 
- This versatile player saw time at four 

different positons during the course of his 
career under Jon Bolen. 

The 6-ft I, 255 pounder lined up at 
guard, defensive tackle, defensive end and 
linebacker and was eventually named all­
state. 

Ryan - who is undecided about his 
future plans - is the son of Marvin and 
Lisa Small of Mineral Wells. 

SAMUEL ROBINSON (John 
Marshall) - This fonner Monarch was a 
standout at defensive end and wide receiv­
er for Coach Dan Wilson's team. 

The 6-ft-5, 22 5-pounder recorded 6 7 
tackles and had I 6 sacks. He also had I 7 
tackles for loss. 

Robinson was a first-team all-Valley 
and honorable mention all-state selection. 

Robinson is a standout in the classroom 
as he's a member of the National Honor 
Society. Away from school, he's a nursery 
school teacher at St. Francis Xavier 
Church and he also takes part in Young 
Life. 

Sam - who plans on attending West 
Liberty University - is the son of Grace 
and Mike Gardill and August and Rhonda 
Robinson. 

NICK NERO (Madonna) - This two­
way lineman was a key cog in the Blue 
Dons' undefeated state championship team 
under Bob Kramer. 

The 6-ft, 230-pounder was honored for 
his fine season with all-state first team and 
he played in the North-South Game. 

Nick - who plans on attending Robert 
Morris University - is the son of Blake 
and Theresa Nero of Hookstown, Pa. 

CHRISTIAN MCGAUGHEY 
(Madonna) - This fonner Blue Don was 
a bookend right tackle for Kramer. 

The 6-ft-3, 315-pounder started 4 7 con­
secutive games at the position. He w~s 
honorable mention all-state, second-team 
all Valley, first-team River Valley League 
and second-team Mason Dixon 
Conference. 

Christian - who IS the son of Jeff and 
Kristin Doughty - plans on attending 
Muskingum University. 

MIKE LOUGH (Wheeling Park) -
This former Patriot was a standout center 
for Coach Chris Daugherty's team. 

The 6-ft-4, 220 pounder also played on 
the defensive line. 

Along with football, Lough was a stand­
out wrestler as well as a member of the 
Diversity Club and he also takes part in 
Young Life. 

Mike - who plans on attending 
Bethany College - is the son of Richard 
and Shelly Lough of West Liberty. 

JAKE LILLY (Brooke) - This fonner 
Bruin helped pave th~ 'way for Coach Tom 
Bruney's highly effective offense this past 
season. 

The 6-ft-3, 280-pounder was an offen­
sive captain and was named first-team all­
state. He was also named to the All­
Decade team by the Charleston Daily Mail 
along with being named first-team all­
OV AC. A way from sports, Lilly was a 
member of the National Honor Society. 

Jake - who plans on attending West 
Virginia University - is the son of James 
and Christine Lilly of Follansbee. 

ANDY HUGGINS (Magnolia) - This 
former Blue Eagle was a two-way standout 
in the trenches for Coach Mark Batton's 
team. 

The 6-ft-4, 235-pounder graded out at 
83 percent this past season en route to 
being named honorable mention all-state 
and all-OV AC. He also earned academic 
all-OV AC and took part in the BACF All­
Star Game. . 

Andy - who is the son of Mark and 
Scheri Huggins of New Martinsville -
plans on attending West Virginia 
University to major in engineering. 

DEVIN HARRISON (John Marshall) 
- This former Monarch manned down a 

·spot along both the offensive and defen 
sive line for Wilson's team. 

The 6-ft-3, 270 pounder recorded 35 
tackles ~d had four sacks during his sen­
ior campaign. 

For his season, Harrison was named JM 
Lineman of the Year. Away from sports, 
he's a member of the National Honor 
Society, received the 8 lack and Gold 
Academic Scholarship from West Liberty 
where he will continue his e(lucation. 

Devin who is also a member of the 
Academic and Computer Clubs - is the 
son of Richard Maine and Lucretia Maine. 

HUNTER fERGUSON (Parkersburg 
South) - · This fonner Patriot was a full• 
back and defensive standout for Bolen's 
team and will figure into the defensive line 
mix for the Mountaineers during the 
OVACgame. • 

At South, the 6-ft, 230-pounder gained 
500 all-purpose yards. On the defensive 
side of the ball, he was in on 200 tackles, 
made IO sacks and had three interceptions. 

For his efforts, Ferguson was named all-
conference and all-state. . 

Hunter - who plans on attending 
Fairmont State University - is the son of 
Michael and Heather Ferguson. 

Staskey can be reached at 

sstaskey@timesleaderonl ine .com 

sive at defensive tackle w·ith 77 stops. four 
sacks and a forced fumble. 

For his fine season. West was named 
first-team all-OV AC. all-State and was 
awarded Player of the Week by Wally and 
Wimpy·s. He al so received Wheeling 
Centrars Offen!>ive Player of the Year 
Award and earlier this year received the 
Wheeling Central Lou Mack A ward. 

Away from football. West was a mem­
ber of the National Honor Society. 

Jordan - who is the ~on of Max and 

See, OVAC, Page C2 



W. Va. Offense Focuses on Balance 
Bruney wants to 
spread it around 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

Tom Brunev adm1b he likes 
to throw the football. 

Earl i er thb week. he 
announced hi, quarterbacb 
and now the Brooke Hi!!h ,tnd 
We,t Virginia coach for the 
Rudy Mumley OV AC Charity 
Footbal I Classic has pegged 
his target,. 

"In. our offense. we·re able 
to spread the ball around."" 
Bruney said. "We want 10 be 

, ..................... . 

i Tour de 
Lance 
f? 

I 

able 10 spread the field and 
take advantage of our athletes. 
We don't w-ant to han!! our 
hats on one thin!? becau~e we 
could become -too ea,y to 
defend.·· 

Slated to battle for action 
during camp. which begin, 
Sunday. July 18 in preparatmn 
tor the !!.ime. which is set for 
a week- later at Wheel in!! 
Island Stadium ..ire: Wheelin~ 
Park·, Marcus Geornt 
Wheeling Central', Alex 
Gompers-. Linsly's Craig 
Kuhar. Oak Glen·, T y ler 
Reed. Magnolia"s Jared Blatt 
and Tyler Consolidated's Nate 
Taylor. 

■ The annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC AJl•Star 
Charity Football Classic is 
set for July 25 at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

.. We ask our receivers to do 
several things in our offense." 
Bruney said. "We feel we·ve 
got guy, in place who can do 
tho,;e. They look the same and 
we ·re hoping they compete the 
same.·· 

Here· s a capsule look at the 
players who returned their 
information sheets to OV AC 
Gamt: director Bob Koch: 

MARCUS GEORGE 
(Wheeling Park): This former 
Patriot was a jack of all trade 
for Coach Chris Daugherty ·s 
team during hb career. 

Because of injury. the 5-
foot- I 0. 165 pounder was a 
quarterback for much of last 
season. but also saw time at 
receiver and running back. 

He accumulated nearly 
1.000 yards of total offense 
last season and threw for 
seven touchdowns. 

All told. George ran for 
more than 1.000 yards in his 
career. 

Please See W.VA. Page 24 

ON THE LINE• .......................................... ,.. ;, , .,,,,.,~, 
Tomorrow's Poll: Tell us what you think. ..:;:\ 

0. Do you think local American Register your answer at 
L • B b II • h d d • h www.theintelligencer.net eg10n ase 3 IS ea e In t e The results oflllis poll are not scient1hc and rep1esent only tne wrong direction? opi111ons of Internet usm who llave chosen 10 participate f 

• 

w.va. 
(Continued from Page 17) 

George was an all-~tate 
pid.. as a sophomore and 
twice named honorable 
mention AII-OV AC. 

Alon!! with athletics. 
George is active in Young 
Life. a volunceer at Special 
Olympic~ and with Little 
Patriots. 

Marcu:-. who is heading 
to West Liberty. is the son 
of Mark of Candy George 
of Whcclin!!. 

TYLER~ REED (Oak 
Glen): This former Golden 
Bear was the 1?0-to receiver 
ror Coach To-ny Filbeno·s 
team. 

The 6-3. 170 pounder 
m,tde 3 3 catches for 6 54 
yards. He abo hauled in I I 
touchdowns. which is a 
school record. 

For his fine season. Reed 
was named first team AII­
Rcview. first team All-Val­
ley. first team AII-OVAC 
and second team all-state. 

Tvler . who is the son of 
Jay Reed and Barb Reed. is 
heading to West Virginia. 

JARED BLATT (Mag• 
nolia): This former Blui 
Eagle was a standout tight 
end for Coach Mark Bat­
ton ·s squad. 

The 6-5. 220 pounder 
made 5 7 receptions for 
9 I 9 yards and I I touch­
downs. On the defensive 
side. he recorded 42 solos 
and was in on I I 8 tackles. 

Blau was named second 
team all-state. first team 
AII-OVAC and All-Valley. 
and earned four leuers. 

Along with athletics. 
Blatt wi~ a member of the 
National Honor Society 
Society and was a Partner 

■ 

in Education representative. 
Jared. who is the son of 

Jim and Claire Blatt of 
New Martinsville. is 
auending West Virginia 
University. -

CRAIG KUHAR 
(Linsly): This former 
Cadet was the primary 
option on the flanks for 
Coach 8.J. DePew·s team. 

The 6-2. 180 pounder 
made 14 catches for 295 
yards and five touchdowns. 

Kuhar was the recipient 
of the 2009 coach"s award 
and was a third team All­
Valley pick for basketball. 

Away from athletics. 
Kuhar was a member of the 
Key Club. FCA. Spanish 
Club. and SADD. 

Craig. who is the son of 
Rick and Christine Kuhar 
of St. Clairsville. plans on 
attending West Virginia 
University. 

ALEX GOMPERS 
(Wheeling Central): This 
former Maroon Knight 
standout was the top 
receiver for Coach Mike 
Young·s squad last season. 

The 5-10. I 70 pounder 
received the Most 
Improved Player award. 

Away from athletics. 
Alex is a member of the 
National Honor Society 
and was named to the High 
Honor Roll during every 
semester. He's also a mem­
ber of GUTS and serves in 
the Peer Ministry and 
served as the co-captain of 
the lacrosse team. 

Alex. who is the son of 
Tom and Sarah Gompers ·or 
Wheeling. plans on attend­
ing West Virginia Univer• 
sity. 

■ 



Pobolish Fills Out Remainder -of Ohio Roster 
Linebackers, defensive 
backs, utility guys profiled 

By SETH ST ASKEY 

Island Stadium. 
··we·vc got a bunch of skill guys who • 

can go both ways. so we'll have to figure ----------------= 
that ?.ut. but_ we l_ike _wha_t we ·~e assem- en route to being named all-Ohio Of his 
?led. ~?bohsh said. • .we re ~omg to play tackles. I 34 were solo and 20 were· I · · 

made an impact from running back where 
he racked up 3.938 yards aiid scored 51 
touchdowns during hi~ prep career. 

For his fine season. Harde!.! was named 
second.team all-OV AC. first-team district. 
and first.team ECOL. 

. For The Intelligencer 
With less than a week until the players 

report t~ We_st Liberty University to begin 
preparation tor the July 25th Rudy Mum­
l~y OV !",C All-Star Charity Football Cla~­
sic. Ohio head coach Ron Pobolish com­
plete<l his roster. 

.ill 32 kids and we think we ve got guys For his fine season he was 0t 11 ~ho can ~n ~o the ball and m2;ke plaxs. We ov AC. all Bu;keye 8. all-Ti nasm[ ~ • 
~ke ou~ k1ckmg game and ~e r~_exc1ted to and all-Valley. me ea er 
0 et to c~mp and start evaluatmg. Tyler is the son of Tracy A • • d J 

Here s a capsule look at the players: Gretchen ngom an oe 
TYLER A~IG~NI (Union Local) - TYLER HARDESTY (Cambridge) _ 

This _ballhawkmg lmebacker was all over This fonner Bobcat was another lineback 
th.~ f1_eld and then some for Coach Mark who was all over the tield for Coach Ri;; 

Along with football. Hardesty was a 
standout in baseball. 

Tyler is the son of Dennis and Barb 
Hardesty of Cambridge. 

CO!)Y KAISER (Harrison Central) 
-. This .fonner Husk1e was a standout at 
middle lmebacker for Coach Justin Krop. 
ka's team la,;t season. 

Cisar steam last season. Goodrich's team 
Today. Pobolish announced lus lineback­

e~s. defensive backs. utility player and his 
kicker .for the 65th annual meeting with 
We~t Virginia scheduled for Wheeling 1he 5-foot-10. 160.-poun_der recorded The 5-Jo, 205-pounder recorded 143 

I 8_ tackles and 48 assists this past season tackles from his linebacker spot He also See POBOLISH Page 20 
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The 5· l l. I 80-pounder 
had I 14 tackles and five 
sacks. Of his tackle,;. 25 
went for los\. He had two 
interceptions and four 
fumble recovenes. 

Kaiser. who lettered 
four times. wai. a first ­
team district. all •Valley. 
all-Buckeye 8 and all­
OV AC selection. He was 
honorable mention all ­
Ohio. 

Cody. who plans on 
attending Belmont Techni­
cal College. is the son of 
Cliff and Cindy Riedel of 
Scio. 

DEVON PARSON 
(Martins Ferry) - Thi:-. 
former Purple Rider was a 
standout on both sides of 

the ball for Coach Dave 
Bruney·s team last season. 

The 6 0. 2 I 5 pounder 
graded out at 182 percent 
on defense and was a solid 
fullback on the offen:-.ive 
side of the ball. He scored 
five touchdowns. 

For his fine season. Par­
son received first-team all­
Eastern District. all -Buck­
eye 8. all -OVAC. all 
Time-: Leader and he 
received the Sportsman• 
ship Award during the 
annual Martins Ferry-Bel­
laire game. 

Devon. who is the son 
of Andrea Parson and the 
late John Parson of St. 
Clair-;ville. plans on 
attending Mt. Union Col­
lege. 

RYLAN PYCIAK 
(Buckeye Local) - This 
former Panther was a 
standout at linebacker for 
Pobolish·~ team. 

The 6-2. 230-pounder 
logged I 16 tackles. five 
sacks. four forced fumbles 
and recovered four fum­
bles as a junior. He fol 
lowed that up this past 
season with 149 tackles. 
three sacks. five breakups. 
two forced fumbles and 
:-.et the Buckeye record for 
tackle:-, in his career. 

For hi:-. fine season. 
Pyciak was a first.team 
all-district. a11.ov AC, all­
Buckeye 8. all-Valley. all­
Times teader and ).Vas a 
standout on the wrestling 
mat. winning the OVAC 

title and qualifying for the 
Division II state meet. 

Away_ from athletics. 
Pyciak "boasted perfect 
attendance. served as his 
class. student council and 
National Honor Society 
President. He's also a 
member of the OV AC 
Varsity Board and attend­
ed Buckeye Bflys State. 

Rylan. who will attend 
Case Western Reserve. i~ 
the son of Michael and 
Barbara Pyciak of Har­
risville. 

JOSH RIGGANS 
(Meadowbrook) - This 
former Colt was a stand• 
out on both sides of the 
ball for Coach Mitch Ben• 
die during his career in 
Byesville. 

.. 
The 5-8. l 70-pounder 

rushed for approximately 
I .000 yards and had 400 
receiving yards en route to 
IO touchdowns durin!! his 
career. A~ a defensive 
~tarter for three years. he 
logged 250 tackles. 

~Riggans was fir~t- team 
all•district. OV AC and 
ECOL en route to honor­
able mention all-Ohio. 

Away from athletics. 
Riggans is• active in his 
church youth group and 
was a member of National 
Honor Society. 

Josh. who is the son of 
Jeff and Karen Riggins of 
Byesville. will attend Zane 
State College. 

JOE RINE (Buckeye 
Local) - This two-way 
standout did a little bit of 
everything for Pobolish 
last season. 

The 6· 7. 2 SO-pounder 
was a quarterback and 
passed for 2.094 yards 
during his career. He was 
also a standout at defen­
sive end with I 5 sacks and 

, I 07 tackles. 
Joe. who is the son of 

Chuck and Lynn Rine of 
1 Mingo. plans on attending 

Wheeling Jesuit. 
LOGAN COOK (St. 

Clairsville) - This for­
mer Red Devil was more 
than a weapon as a place­
kicker for Coach Brett 
McLean·:-. team. 

The 6- l. 180-pounder 
was true on 20 of 2 3 
PATs and seven field 
goals. including a school 
record boot of 45 yards. 

For his efforts. Cook 
was named fir~t•team all• 
Eastern District. all •Ohio. 
ali•OVAC. all-Buckeye 8. 
all -Times Leader and all-

Valley. He was also 
named St. C. Special 
Teams Player of the Year. 

Away from football. 
Cook was a member of the 
honor roll and principal· s 
11st. attended Close Up 
and was named all -OVAC 
academic team. He·s also 
a member of the National 
Honor Society. student 
council and Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. 

Logan, who plans on 
attending Mt. Union Col• 
lege. is the son of Don and 
Lori Cook of St. 
Clairsville. 

BOBBY SPENCE 
(Buckeye Local) - This 
former Panther was a 
standout safety for Pobol• 
ish. 

The 6-0. 165-pounder 
picked off I I passes as a 
junior and followed that 
up with IO more this past 
season en route to being 
twice named all•Ohio 
first-team. 

He was a versatile 
offensive player. record­
ing more than 600 yards 
both rushing and rece iv­
ing. He scored IO touch­
downs. 

Spence was Ohio·s 
Division II State Defen­
sive Player of the Year as 
a junior. He was all­
OV AC. all.Buckeye 8. all• 
Time:-. Leader and all -Val­
ley. 

Along with football. 
Spence l ettered in base­
ball. basketball and track. 
He was also a member of 
the National Honor Soci­
ety. FOA and SADD. 

Bobby. who pl ans on 
attending Mt. Union Col­
lege. is the son of Rob and 
Darla Spence of Rayland. 
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AU-Star Game Not the Money-Maker You Think 
Rataiczak clears air 
on game expenses 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 

If you·ve found yourself at the 
gate of the OV AC All-Star Foot­
ball game complaining about tick­
et prices and money. while believ­
ing the conference is sitting on a 
cash cow. you're by no means 
alone in that school of thought. 

However. OVAC Executive 
Secretary/Treasurer Tom 
Rataicz.ak wants to point out 
you're dead wrong. 

"It's a frustrating mi-;concep­
tion:· Rataiczak said. "I've heard 
people say how the OV AC is 
nothing but a money making 
organization and we·re in it for 
the profit. Tho~e people just don ·1 
fully understand." 

As the 65th annual Rudy Mum­
!ey OV AC All-Star Charity Foot­
ball Classic quickly approaches at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. the 
OV AC is bracing for what could 
be one of it~ costliest years in the 
history of the game. 

"People believe we·re making a 
killing off this game and up to thb 
point. it was always a 'little' 
money making type venture:· 
Rataiczak admitted. "But. people 
don't unden,tand whal goes into 
this game and thb i~ probably the 
first year where we·re looking at a 
major hurt.,. 

Rataiczak and the OV AC are 
taking out a full-page detailed ad 
in this year's program. which dis-

NOT So FAST ... 
Here Is a look at the numbers. ■ Security, $850. 
Based on the 2009 game the revenues include: ■ Rentals, $1,880. 

: ~~~~~:~~~l1!o (advertising); $2,358 c...,\ VA tfl ■ .R~~~i~~~tFc~:~t~~~;;~}i~t~o~~!a. 
(sales). ~ _ .. [C.'~ ■ Office expenses (paper, postage, etc). 

■ Raffle, $16. 195. $4,184. 
■ Evening with the Stars Dinner, $5,117 ■ Evening with the Stars BanqueVMeals, 
■ Souvenir clothing. $1,307. $6,916. 
■ Sponsors, $10,990. ~~~ ■ Transportation, $2,409. 
TOTAL INCOME: $115,622. ■ Uniforms/Clothing, $10,923. 
However, all of the money Is secured before the ■ Scholarships, $7,000. 

OVAC pays its bills. ■ Donations, $6,525. 
Based on the 2009 game here are the expenditures: TOTAL EXPENSES: $129,282. 
■ Payroll, $16,972. TOTAL NET: -$13,661. 
■ Awards/Plaques, $1,567. 

sects the revenue and expendi­
tures of the game via the 2009 
figures. 

The big change in the economic 
climate of the game has been the 
room and board costs at West Lib­
erty University. 

" Obviously. other things have 
risen. and we expect that. but 
nothing has risen with the magni­
tude of the room and board." 
Rataiczak said. "The cost of our 
uniforms has been the same. our 
transportation has gone up a very 
little bit based on drivers. other 
expenses and payroll have stayed 
about the same. but the room and 
board just cripples us.·· 

West Liberty University houses 
some 350 students for four nights. 
The players and coache~ move in 
one week from today. but the 
band and cheerleaders won't 
arrive until Wednesday. July 21. 

When the OVAC officials and 
West Liberty met this past April 
to nail down things about the 
upcoming camp. it wa~ learned 
that the housing bill was going up 

again and is projected to be 
between $65.000 and $70.000. 
which is about a 30 percent 
increase. 

''That kind of increase in one 
year i~ enough to make you stiy 
wow," Rataiczak said. "The num­
bers they gave us didn't really 
sink in until we started to do the 
math. There had been minimal 
increases before. but nothing like 
this.'' 

By the time the OV AC got the 
figures. it was almost too late to 
look into moving the camp to 
another location because th ings 
were booked at most area col­
leges. 

"We probably made contact 
with every college and/or univer­
sity in the area." Rataiczak said. 
"We've got a lot of kids we bring 
10 campus for that week and we 
couldn't change anything because 
we· d already sent out acceptance 
letters to the players. band mem­
bers and cheerleaders.·• 

Another ·area Rataiczak 
explained was in the television 

contract. Unlike most sporting 
events. the OV AC actually pays 
its broadcast media partner. 
WTOV-9. to produce and broad­
cast the game. 

"The OVAC is its own produc­
tion company:· Rataiczak said. 

--we·ve got to buy the air time 
to put the game on. and therefore 
we are re~pon~iblc to sell the 
advertising. Our marketing pro­
gram is tied into the entire year. 
so it's difficult to break out strict­
ly the revenue generated from the 
game." 

In earlier years. the money gen­
erated from television was 
$20.000. which is where the prof­
it of $6.339 i~ made. 

However. that minimal profit 
will be quickly erased with the 
ri,e in housing costs. which is 
why the OV AC is beginning to 
look at alternatives. 

"We can't raise ticket and/or 
program prices anymore. we 
know that." Rataiczak said. "We 
probably can·t attract anymore 
sponsors because we·re fortunate 

Free OVAC Youth Football Clinic set 
To kii.:koff the beginning of the 

2010- 11 'Sl'BWAYSports Clinic 
Series· the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference will be ho,ting its '-CV 

enth annual free youth football clinic 
1n conjunction with the ·Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity 
Football Classic· presented by 
Huntington Bank & WTOV9. The 
clinic wil I take place the day of the 
game on Sundav. Julv 25. at the 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Registration will take place at the 
Stadium from noon to I 2:45 p.m. 
The clinic will last from 1-2:30 p.m. 
and will be directed by OV AC foot­
ball coache~. including members of 
coach ~hris Daugherty·s Wheeling 
Park High School football staff. Tim 
Weaver and the Bethany College 
Football staff will assist as well. The 
instructor~ will teach !he basic funda­
mentals of football with a focu~ on 

building ~elf-esteem. The clinic i-. 
free and open to boys and girls ages 
6-13. 

Parents or legal guardian~ are 
required to have insurnnce and be pres­
ent the day of the clinic to sign a waiver 
form. For information visit HYPER­
LINK "http://www.OVAC.org" 
www.OVAC.org. email: HYPERLINK 
··mailto:james@ovac.org" 
james@ovac.org or call (304) 639-
1238. 

Along with SUBWAY the youth 
clinic is sponsored by AM 1600 
WKKX. Wheeling Hospital. Bordas 
& Bordas Law Firm. The Health 
Plan. AT&T and the ·Prevent Don ·1 
Provide· initiative ... 

The Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference is the largest functional 
high school athletic conference in the 
United Stales. It is now comprised of 
50 member !,Chools with 12.000 ath-

lete~ and 2 l .000 students that 
stretche:-, across two states (Ohio and 
West Virginia) and I 8 counties. The 
OV AC sponsor, IO sports and recoc­
n i zes 62 champion!,. The Ohio 
Valley Athleuc Conference i!> online 
at HYPERLINK 
··http: // www.OVAC.or!!·· 
www.OVAC.org. ~ 

The annual • Rudy Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Charity Football Classic· 
presented by Hunting.ton Bank & 
WTOV9 1, s_latcd for Sunday. July 
25. at Wheelmc bland S1adium with 
kickoff plannelfor 7: l 5 p.m. 

Beginning on July 19 tickets will 
be available at area Kroger qores. 1 
Smitty·s Floors and other Ohio 
Valley retail locat ions that can be , 
found on line at the OVAC~ official 
Web ,ite. HYPERLINK 
.. http: // v.ww . OVAC . org" 
www.OVAC.org 

to have what we have. So. do we 
eliminate band. change the date. 
put bands and teams at different 
colleges or what?'' 

Despi te the tjuestions to be 
answered, Rataiczak insists there 
will continue to be an all-star 
football game hopefully with all 
of the aspects the people of the 
Ohio Valley have come to know 
and love about the game. but the 
committee will sit down next 
month and re-evaluate the possi­
bilities and numerous others. 

"There's no doubt in my mind 
the game will go on. but I am 
unsure of the direction the com­
mittee is going to take." Rataiczak 
said. "Every time we throw out a 
solution. there's always a what 
about this. so I am not sure how 
we 're going to approach it. but 
we 're probably going to spend a 
lot of seriou, time. trying to re­
invent the wheel. There just 
comes a point where this gets to 
be insane." 

Rataiczak doesn ·1 foresee any 
immediate announcements nor 
has he set a timetable about the 
future of the game or its activities. 

'"We. ve got to explore options 
and look at every single detail." 
Rataiczak said . .. It· s hard to 
believe there are some sporting 
championships throughout the 
year which• bring m more money 
than the all-star football game.'' 

Rataiczak couldn't stress 
enough that the OV AC is for the 
kids of the Ohio Valley. 

"We're not going to cheat our 
,tudents/athletes out of an experi­
ence of a lifetime:· Rataiczak 
said. 



un10 11nemen pegged tor OVAC game 
By SETH $TASKEY Buckeye State are: Zac Wojciechowski .----..--- r-------- ----- ' 
Times Leader Sports Editor (Cambridge). Jake Mallernee (Harrison 

Over the course of last decade. the battle 
in the trenche, has gone a long way in 
detennining the winner in the annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Football 
Game. 

Central). Jarod Mellinger (Beallsville). 
Nate Maleski (Bridgeport). J.J. Intorre 
(Beaver Local). Jamey DeVaul 
(Steubenville). Jordan Burress (Martins 
Ferry). Shaun Berry (Zanesville). Bobby 
Bennett (Bellaire) and Jordan Banks 
(Steubenville). 

MALESKI BENNETT BURRESS 

Today. Ron Pobolish - the recently 
retired Buckeye Local coach who will 
guide the Buckeye State in the July 25th 
game - announces his linemen for the 
contest. 

··we've got guys who are athletic and 
skilled.'' Pobolbh said ... It's going to come 
down to finding the right combination of 
guys." 

several spots along the front line and was 
named first-team all-OV AC. all-ECOL. 
all-Eastern District and was an academic 
all-Ohioan. 

the National Honor Society. 
Zac - who is the son of Les and Beth 

Wojciechowski - plans on attending 
Baldwin-Wallace College. 

Here ·s a capsule look at the players: 
ZAC WOJCIECHOWSKI 

··J think we·re going to be okay up 
front." Pobolish said ... We've got a lot of 
guy!-> who can go either way. so the tough­
est part for us will be detenning who will 
play on each side of the ball. .. 

(Cambridge) - This fonner Bobcat was a 
mainstay on both lines for Coach Rich 
Goodrich's team. 

Along with football. Wojciechowski 
wa~ a standout wre~tler. twice placing in 
the OV AC tqurnament. He·, also a stand­
out m the classroom and is a member of 

JAKE MALLERNEE (Harrison 
Central ) - This former Huskie was a 

Slated to open and clog holes for the The 5-ft- I 0. 250-pounder saw time at 

e OVAC---------------
Continued from Page C1 

standout on both lines at tackle for 
Coach Justin Kropka's team. 

The 5-fl-11, 215-pounder recorded 
l 00 tackles and 3 7 for loss and I 1 
sacks. He was a two-time all-Buckeye 
8 performer, two-time all-OV AC and 
first-team all-district. He was named 

• third-team all-Ohio this past season. 
Jake - who plans on attending 

Mt. Union College is the son of 
Bill and Luann Mallernee. 

JAROD MELLINGER 
(Beallsville) This former Blue 
Devil saw time along both lines and 
some at fullback for Coach Dave 
Caldwell's club. , 

The 6-ft. 265 pounder had 11 
sacks, nine caught behind the line 
tackles, 16 unassisted tackles and 87 
total stops. 

Mellinger was an all-conference 
selection and took part in the Battle 
Against Cystic Fibrosis game earlier 
this summer. 

Jarod - who is the son of Steve 
and Julie Mellinger plans on 
attending Belmont Tech. 

NATE MALESKI (Bridgeport) 
- This former Bulldog was a main­

stay on a pair of playoff teams the 
past two years under head coach 
Rudy Vavrock. 

The 6-ft-2, 270-pounder recorded 
50 pancake blocks. On the defensive 
side of the ball, he recorded 90 tack­
les and had eight sacks en route to 
first-team all Ohio accoloades. 

Maleski first-team all-Eastern 
District, a\1-OVAC. all-Times Leader 
and first-team all-Valley. He was a 
first-team all-Ohio offensive lineman 
as a junior. He was also selected to 
play in the Ohio North-South All-Star 
Game. 

Along with football, Maleski was a 
standout in basketball. 

Nate - who plans on attending 
West Liberty University - is the son 

of Richard and Cindy Maleski. 
J.J. INTORRE (Beaver Local) -

This former Beaver was a standout on 
the defensive front for Coach Rich 
Wright's team. 

The 6-ft- I, 255-pounder recorded 
50 tackles and five sacks this past 
season. He had 45 tackles and three 
sacks during his junior season. 

Along with earning three letters, 
Intorre was an all-conference first­
team pick, all-Quad County, all-dis­
trict and first-team all-East Liverpool 
Review. 

J.J, - who is the son of April and 
Joseph lntorre - plans on attending 
Muskingum University. 

JAMEY DeV AUL (Steubenville) 
- This former Big Red two-way 
lineman was a standout for head 
coach Reno Saccoccia. 

The 6-ft-3, 220-pounder was a 
three-year starter at center and won 
the Calvin Jones Lineman A ward and 
was named a WTOV 9 Block of 
Granite and also holds the Big Red 
record for pin blocks. He was a first­
team all-Ohioan, all-Eastern District, 
first-team all-OV AC, all-Valley, first­
team Quad County. He also took part 
in the Penn-Ohio All-Star Game. 

Along with football, DeVaul Was a 
standout wrestler. 

He was also a class officer and he 
served as Key Club Vice President 
during his senior year. 

Jamey - who is the Vince and 
Renee DeVaul - is planning on 
attending Fairmont State. 

JORDAN BURRESS (Martins 
Ferry) - This former Purple Rider 
was a two-way standout for head 
coach Dave Bruney. 

The 6-ft-5, 275-pounder saw time 
-at tight end. offensive and defensive 
tackle. 

For his fine season. Burress was 
named all-Eastern District, all-
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OVAC, all-valley, all-Buckeye 8 and 
all-Times Leader. 

Jordan - who is planning on 
attending Mt. Union College - is the 
son of John and Cindy Burress. 

SHAUN BERRY (Zanesville) -
This fonner Blue Devil was a main­
stay center for Coach Chad 
Grandstaff's team last season. 

The 6-ft-2, 225-ounder was a first­
team all-district, first-team all­
SEOAL and all-league. He was also a 
standout in baseball for the Blue 
Devils. 

Berry - who is the son of Chuck 
and Jeannine Berry - is heading to 
.Marietta College. 

BOBBY BENNETT (Bellaire) -
This fonner Big Red was a standout 
on both lines for Coach Jose Davis' 
team last season. 

The 6-ft-5, 225-pounder was in in 
31 tackles, five for loss, four fumble 
recoveries and he blocked three kicks. 

Bennett was also a standout in 
wrestling where he earned a trip to 
the Ohio State Tournament and he 
played baseball. 

He's also earned the distinction of 
Eagle Scout. 

Bobby - who is undecided about 
his future plans - is the son of 
Robert Bennett and Roxanne Bennett. 

JORDAN BANKS (Steubenville) 
- This defensive standout saw time 

both as a down lineman and at line­
backer for Saccoccia's team. 

The 6-ft, 215-pounder played 
defensive tackle and defensive end as 
well. 

Along with football, Banks was 
active in Key Club, Spanish Club and 
Lift Club. 

Jordan - who plans on attending 
Geneva College - is the son of John 
and Cathy Banks. 

Staskey can be reached at 
S5fa5key@timesleaiem1lirK!mn 

SPORTS 

OVAC Hall Tix Are on Sale 
Tickets for the seventh annual 

Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Hall of Fame Banquet. slated for 
Saturday. Aug. 21 at WesBanco 
Arena in Wheeling. arc currently 
on sale. 

The banquet will honor I 7 Hall of 
Fame inductees ;is well as five 
'·Legends of OV AC Schools.·· 

This year's Hall of Famers include 
Rick Deluca (OVAC Family): 
Frank Baxter (OV AC Contributor): 
Bill Davies (Media): John Stephen­
son and Chuck Watt (Coaches): John 
"Streaky'" Halrn,1.ka (Official): Fred 
Bruney of Martins Ferry ( I 940s 

Athlete): Henry Josefczyk of 
Yorkville and Don Sutherin of 
Toronto ( 1950s Athletes): Larry 
Duck of Martins Ferry and Joe 
Niekro of Bridgeport ( I 960s Ath­
letes): Less Browne of East Liver­
pool and Mike Wright of Wellsville 
( 1970s Athletes): Melissa Hammond 
of Shadyside and Jeff Sweitzer of 
Brooke ( 1980s Athletes); and Joan­
na Bernabei of Weirton Madonna 
and Kyle Rose of River ( 1990s Ath­
letes). 

The .. Legends" honorees are 
Floyd Baker. Carl Hoppel. Dick 
Mehen . Will Robinson and Jack 

Simons. 
Tickets are $25 each or a table of 

eight can be reserved for $200. To 
purchase tickets. call the OV AC 
office at (740) 671-3269 or e-mail 
tom@ovac.org. 

Although this year's Hall of 
Fame class has already been select­
ed, the OV AC Hall of Fame Com­
mittee is seeking nominations for 
future consideration. To nominate 
an individual, send complete biog­
raphical details to Tom Rataiczak. 
OVAC Executive Secretary, 64962 
Breezy Point Lane. Bellaire. OH. 
43906. 

See, OVAC, Page C2 
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Ohio roster complete for OVAC game 
By SETH tTASKEY 
Times leader Sports Editor 

With le,s than a week until the 
players repprl to We-.t Liberty 
University to begin preparation 
for the July 25th Rudy Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Charil) Football 
Classic. Ohio head coach Ron 
Pobolish completed hi-. ro,ter. 

we like what 
we· ve assem­
bled." Pobolish 
~aid. ··We're 
going to play all 
32 kids and we 
think we·ve got 
guys who can run 
to the bal and 
make play-.. We 
like our kicking ARIGONI @OK KAISER PARSON PYCIAK SPENCE Todav. Pobolish announced hi" 

linebac~crs. defc1l',ivc backs. util­
ity player and hi~ kicker for the 
65th annual meeting v. ith We',t 
Virginia scheduled t~r Wheeling 
lsla~1d Stadium. ~ 

game and we ' re 
excited to get to camp and start 
evaluating ... 

then <,ome for Coach Mark 
Cisar's team last season. 

named all-OV AC. all-Buckeye 8. 
all-Times Leader and all-Valley. 

who was all over the fie l d for 
Coach Rich Goodrich· s team. 

··wc·ve got a hunch of ~"-ill 
guys who can go both Wa) ~- so 
we·11 have to fi!!ure that out. but 

Herc·s a capsu le look at the 
player~: 

TYLER ARIGONI (Union 
Local) - This ball-hawking hne­
bad,er wa-. all over the field and 

The 5- I 0. 160 pounder record­
ed ·182 tackles and 48 assists this 
past ~cason en route to being 
named all-Ohio. Of his tackles~. 
I 34 were ',Olo and 20 were loss. 

Tyler - who is unsure of his 
future plans - is the son of 
Tracy Arigoni and Joe Gretchen. 

The 5-10. 205 pounder record­
ed 143 tackles from his line­
backer spot. He also made an 
impact from running back where 
he racked up 3.938 yards and 

For his frne ',Cason. he was 

TYLER HARDESTY 
(Cambridge) - This former 
Bobcat was 'another I inebacker See, OHIO, Page 82 

e Ohio----------------------

Continued from Page B1 
scored 51 touchdowns during his prep career. 

For his fine season, Hardest was named sec­
ond-team all-OV AC, first-team district, first­
team OV AC and ECOL. 

Along with football, Hardesty was a standout 
in baseball. 

Tyler - who is unsure of his collegiate plans 
- is the son of Dennis and Barb Hardesty of 
Cambridge. 

CODY KAISER (Harrison Central) - This 
former Huskie was a standout at middle line­
backer for Coach Justin Kropka's team last sea­
son. 

The 5-11. 180 pounder had 114 tackles and 
five sacks. Of his tackles, 25 went for loss. He 
had two interceptions and four fumble recover­
ies .. 

Kaiser, who lettered four times, was a first­
team district, valley, Buckeye 8 and OV AC 
selection. He was honorable mention all-Ohio. 

Cody - who plans on attending Belmont 
Technical College - is the son of Cliff and 
Cindy Riedel of Scio. 

DEYON PARSON (Martins Ferry) - This 
former Rider was a standout on both sides of 
the ball for Coach Dave Bruney's team last sea­
son. 

The 6-0, 2 I 5 pounder graded out at 182 per­
cent on defense and was a solid fullback on the 
offensive side of the ball. He scored five touch­
downs. 

For his fine season, Parson received first­
team all-.Eastern District. all-Buckeye 8, all ­
OV AC. all-Times Leader and he received the 
Sportsmanship Award during the annual Ferry­
Bellaire game. 

Devon - who is the son of Andrea Parson 
and the late John Parson of St. Clairsville -
plans on attending Mt. Union College. 

RYLAN PYCIAK (Buckeye Local) - This 
former Panther was a standout at linebacker for 
Pobolish' s team. 

The 6-2, 230 pounder logged 116 tackles. 
five sacks, four forced fumbles and recovered 

four fumbles as a junior. He followed that up 
this past season with 149 tackles, three sacks, 
five break-ups. two forced fumbles and set the 
Buckeye record for tackles in his career. 

For his fine season, Pyciak was a first-team 
all-district. all-OYAC, all-Buckeye 8, all ­
Valley, all-Times Leader and was a standout on 
the wrestling mat, winning the OY AC title and 
qualifying for the Division II state meet. 

Away from athletics, Pyciak boasted perfect 
attendance, served as his class, student council 
and National Honor Society President. He' s 
also a member of the OVAC Varsity Board and 
attended Buckeye Boys State. 

Rylan - who will attend Case Western 
Reserve - is the son of Michael and Barbara 
Pyciak of Harrisville. 

JOSH RIGGANS (Meadowbrook) - This 
former Colt was a standout ' on both sides of the 
ball for Coach Mitch Bendle during his career 
in Byesville. 

The 5-8, 170 pounder rushed for approxi­
mately 1,000 yards and had 400 receiving 
yards en route to IO touchdowns during his 
career. As a defensive starter for three years, he 
logged 250 tackles. 

Riggans was first-team all-district, OV AC 
and ECOL en route to honorable mention all­
Ohio. 

Away from athletics, Riggans is active in his 
church youth group and was a member of 
National Honor Society. 

Josh - who is the son of Jeff and Karen 
Riggins of Byesville - will attend Zane State 
College. 

JOE RINE {Buckeye Local) - This two-way 
standout did a little bit of everything for 
Pobolish last season. 

The 6-7, 2 5 0 pounder was a quarterback and 
passed for 2,094 yards during his car~er. He 
was also a standout at defensive end with 15 
sacks and.I 07 tackles. 

Joe - who is the son of Chuck and Lynn 
Rine of Mingo - plans on attending Wheeling 

Jesuit University. 
LOGAN COOK (St. Clairsville) - This for­

mer Red Devil was more than a weapon as a 
placekicker for Coach Brett McLean's team .. 

The 6-1, 180 pounder was true on 20-of-23 
PATs and seven field goals, including a school 
record boot of 45 yards. 

For his efforts, Cook was named first-team 
all-Eastern District, all-Ohio, all-OY AC, all ­
Buckeye 8, all-Times Leader and all-Valley. He 
was also named St. C. Special Teams Player of 
the Year. 

Away from football , Cook was a member of 
the honor roll and principal's list, attended 
Close Up and was named all-OV AC academic 
team. He's also a member of the National 
·Honor Society, student council and Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes. 

Logan - who plans on attending Mt. Union 
College - is the son of Don and Lori Cook of 
St. Clairsville. 

BOBBY SPENCE (Buckeye Local) - This 
former Panther was a standout safety for 
Pobolish. 

The 6-0, 165 pounder picked off I I passes 
as a junior and followed that up with IO more 
this past season en route to being twice named 
all-Ohio first-team. He was a versatile offensive 
player. recording more than 600 yards both 
rushing and receiving. He scored IO touch­
downs. 

Spence was Ohio's Division II State 
Defensive Player of the Year as a junior. He 
was all-OVAC, all-Buckeye 8, all-Times 
Leader and all -Valley. 

Along with football. Spence lettered in base­
ball, basketball and track. He was also a mem 
ber of the National Honor Society, FCA and 
SADD. 

Bobby - who plans on attending Mt. Union 
College - is the son of Rob and Darla Spence 
of Rayland. 

Staskey can be reached at 
sstaskey@timesleadero11li11e.com 



Bruney Rounds Out Defensive Side of the Ball 
W. Va. coach feels he ing staff. b~t it all starts with stopping the 

h d 
. run and bemg able to get some pressure touchdown~ and ran for an additional Jo. 

aS Q00 Size Up front on the quarterback. We feel like we·ve got _____ ,.,._y._,..._:1_!:;_1 ;__;:~~!=:,.~~:.._ Al! told. he passed for_ 2.800 yards and 
good size up front and we've got good logged 1_.3~0 more rushing. 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

people at backers and secondary... named all state. he wa~ a first team All- . FOi: his fme career. Hood boasb a state 
Today. Bruney announced his defensive OVAC a nd All -Valley pick. a two-time title nng. he wa~ named all-state and All-

skill-and utility players for the 65th annu- A!l-R1ver Valley selection and AII-Ma~on yalley. and was voted as a Big 22 Final-
al Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Classic. Dixon. 

1
~1. • T0£!1 Brun.ey and the West Virginia 

coaching staff don ·1 plan on getting too 
fan~y on the defensive side of the ball 
durmg the July 25 OVAC All-Star Chari­
ty Football Classic. 

Here's a capsule look at the players: Along with football. Corn is was the . Along with football. he was a standout 
LOU COMIS (Madonna): This two- f:Very~ay _catcher on the Blue Dons' state m ba~ketba_ll ~nd was a member of two 

way player was a standout for Coach Bob lltle wmnmg baseball team. state t1tle-wm~mg teams. 
K · h I ~ou. ~ho. will attend West Virginia Zach wh th d' W 

ramer steam t e ast several years. Un1v,ers11y. i_s the son of Lou and L,·sa • •• o. is e atten mg est Liberty 
The 5-foot-11. 210 pounder logged 80 Com1s of Weirton. University. ts the son of Roseann Tera-However. they know the first goal when 

t~ey begin_ preparations Sunday at West 
Liberty Umver~ity. 

··we·v~ got to stop the run first," 
Bruney said. :·we know we're going to 
see more passing because of their coach-

ta~kles a_nd ran for 700 yards playing both ?'.ACH HOOD (Wheeling Central): mana and Lloyd Hood. 
middle linebacker and fullback. He recov- This fonner Maroon Knight was a stand- ~CHA~L KOSEVIC (Brooke): This 
ered two fumbles. which was half as many out at quarterback for Coach Mike fonner Brum was a s1andout at linebacker 
as he forced. Young's team. for Coach Tom Bruney's team last season. 

For his fine seasons. he was twice The 5- 10 165 pounder passed for 23 Please See BRUNEY Page 24 

............................................ ON THE LINE .. ...... ~ ........... ~ ....................... .,... t~~~ 
Today's Results: Tomorrow's Poll: r----::-:-:-----------, ~ • "'''r,;. , I Yes I lillll· Tell us what you think. , 

0. Was George Steinbrenner good : • • 0. ls your favorite baseball team in Register your answer at ••• '-; ~ 

■ 

for Major League Baseball? I No: I~ contention heading into the second www.theintelligencer.net .·:~~'\~ ,, llillil half of the season?. (TM results of this J)OII are not scientific and represent only the 
oprmons of Internet users who llave ch~n to participate.j :-:.... • /iJ 

■ 

Bruney 
(Continued from Page 17) 

The 5-1 0, 205 pounder recorded 
I 36 tackles. nine sacks. IO tackles 
for loss. five fumble recoveries and 
an interception. 

Alon~ with football. Kosevic was 
a member of the National Honor 
Society. student council. and the 
principal's honor roll. 

Michael. who is heading to Fair­
mont State University. is the son of 
Mike Kosevic and Sheryl Kosevic. • 

MICHAEL MOLINARI (Park­
ersburg South): This former Patriot 
was a standout at kicker for Coach 
Jon Bolen's team. 

As a senior. he was true on three 
field goals with a long of 43 yards 
and he booted 4 2 of 48 PA Ts 
through the uprights. 

He was also valuable as a receiver 
and ballcarrier and defensively he 
recorded six interceptions. 

Molinari was a second team all-
state pick a year ago. ' 

Michael. who will enroll at West 
Virginia University in the fall. is the 
son of Serge and Cindy Molinari of 
Washington. 

MAX NOGA Y (Madonna): This 
former Blue Don had one of the most 
memorable all-around sports years in 
the Ohio Valley and it all started 
with a state title in football under 
Kramer. 

The 5-1 I. 185 pounder ran for 
I. I 07 yards on 140 attempts and 23 
touchdowns. Defensively. he had 60 
tackles and five interceptions. 

He was a first team all-state pick. 
All-OV AC. All-Valley and played in 
the West Virginia North-South 
Game. 

In football. Nogay won the OV AC 
and West Virginia state title last sea­
son and he was a first team all-state 
baseball player where he led the Blue 
Dons to the Class A state title. 

Max. who plans on playing base­
ball at WVU. is the son of Michael 
and Robin Nogay of Weirton. 

CODY SCOTT (Valley): This 
former Lumberjack came through in 
many regards for Coach Tom West's 
team. 

The 5-8. I 80 pounder logged I 3 7 
tackles and I 02 of those were solo 
stops. He also had seven sacks and 
four interceptions. Offensively. he 
scored six touchdowns on 78 rushes. 
All told, he gained 400 yards. 

Scott was a first-team all-OV AC, 
all-Mason Dixon. all-Valley and sec­
ond-team all-state punter. 

Cody. who plans on attending 
technical school. is the son of Rhon­
da Pigott of Reader. 

KYLE SIMS (Brooke): This for­
mer Bruin was a standout on defense 
for Coach Bruney's team. 

Sims recorded 70 tackles as a jun­
ior and 20 of those were for a loss. 

He was a captain for the Bruins. 
named a WTOV-TV Player to Watch 
and key returning player. 

Kyle. who is unsure of his college 
plans. is the son of Beth Sims and 
Wayne Sims of Weirton. 

STEFAN VARNER (John Mar­
shall): This former Monarch was a 
standout for Coach Dan Wilson's 
team a bevy of spots last season. 

The 5- 1 0. 1 90 pounder recorded 
I 39 tackles. and I 06 of those were 
solo stops from his linebacker spot. 
He also had 33 assists. I 7 tackles for 
loss and three forced fumbles. He 

■ ■ 

also scored seven touchdowns and 
had 5 I 7 yards. 

Along with serving as a two-year 
captain, he was twice named honor­
able mention all-state and was the 
recipient of the JM Wendy's High 
School Heisman. 

Away from football, Varner was a 
member of the National Honor Soci­
ety. FCA and he lettered twice in 
baseball. 

Stefan. who plans on attending 
Averett University in Danville. Va., 
is the son of Scott and Suzanne Varn­
er. 

GRIFFIN YOCUM (John Mar­
shall): This former Monarch was a 
standout at receiver and served as the 
punter for Wilson's team. 

The 6-0. 175 pounder had 29 
receptions for 4 7 9 yards and five 
touchdowns. He landed IO punts 
inside the 20 yard line. 

Yocum received the IO I percent 
award and was Athlete of the Month 
for Marshall County in September. 

Griffin. who plans on attending 
West Liberty, is the son of John and 
Renae Yocum of Glen Dale. 

TEVIN HALL (Cameron): This 
former Dragon was a standout at 
receiver for Coach Jim Rogers' team. 

The 5-9. 150 pounder was All­
Mason Dixon and he receiced· the 
SSAC State Award for Exemplary 
Sportsmanship. 

A way from football, he was a state 
wrestling champ as a junior when he 
recorded all of his victories by pin. 
He placed in the OV AC three times. 

Tevrn. who plans on wrestling at 
West Liberty University. is the son of 
David and Sharon Hall of Glen East­
on. 

■ 
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------65th Annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Classic------

T-L Photo/SETH $TASKEY 

THE ANNUAL George Strager Memorial Scholarships were presented during Wednesday's Strager Evening with the 
Stars dinner at the Wheeling Park White Palace. Front row, from left, are Zac Hood (Wheeling Central), Jordan Sorge 
(Wheeling Central), Alex Gompers (Wheeling Central) and Mike Young (Strager Camp Co-director). Back row, from left, 
are Logan Cook (St. Clairsville), Zac Wojchiehowski (Cambridge), Tyler Hardesty (Cambridge), Tyler Arigoni (Union 
Local), Seth Callarik (St. Clairsville) and Kelly Rine (Strager Camp Co-director). 

Preparation goes on 
• West Virginia down another lineman; Ohio position battles ongoing 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times leader Sports Editor 

For the first time since reporting to 
camp last Sunday. the members of the 
Ohio and West Virninia All-Star teams 
came off the hill fron1 West Liberty. 

Members of both teams. cheerleaders· 
and Queen of Queens candidates all con­
verged on Wheeling Park's White Palace 
Wednesday evening~ to officially begin the 
festivities surrounding the 65th annual 
Rudy Mumlcy OVAC All-Star Charity 
Football Classic at the annual George 
Stragcr Evening with the Stars. ~ 

··Camp is going well so far."· reported 
Ohio head coach Ron Pobolish. who was 
the recipient of two standing ovations dur­
ing the banquet. ··we·ve knocked each 

, ......... 
~ ~1 Huntmgton 

other around a little bit and now it's a mat­
ter of fine-tuning things and finding the 
best combination -of people." -

On the other side or the coin. West 
Virginia head coach Tom Bruney indicat­
ed his team has taken a few hits this week. 
Wheeling Central's Jordan West has left 

the Mountaineer squad due to inj ury. 
Before arriving at West Liberty University 
last Sunday. Bruney had several other 
linemen opt against playing as well. 

"We're concerned because we·re short 
on offensive linemen." Brunev said. ··we 
had a lineman leave camp (Tuc~day) and 
he won't be returning to the team. Coming 
into camp. our offensive l ine is a position 
we felt so slrong about. but now it could 
be our achiles htel." 

Both teams have been getting after it on 
the practice field. but not taking part in 
much contact. 

··we·vc not rcallv hit verv much." 
Bruney said. "[ don·t think we ~ill either 
especially now because we can't afford to 
gel any guys banged up. we·re down to 

See, OVAC, Page B2 

Bellaire'S 
Bennett is 
more than 
an athlete 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

A lot of athletes are mentally tough. 
However. few are probably as tough 

as former Bellaire High standout Bobby 
Bennett. 

Along with all of the normal activi­
ties anl adventures which come with 
being a high school senior or a recently 
graduated 18-year old young adult, 
Benm:ll has taken on a few more. 

Bennett - a former three-sport 
standout for the Big Reds - is faced 
with challenges a lot deeper than just 
preparing for this...-------, 
Sunday·s 65th 
annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC . 
All-Star Charity ~ ­
Football Cla·ssic at ' ·?-'~_..': 
Wh~eling Island ~~,t:~.,; 
Stadium. ' 

For the Big Reds. 
Bennett was a two- .., ~ 
way line qandout u...-..;=-
and also a talented BENNETT 
wre~tler and baseball 
player. A way from athletics. Bennett 
became an Eag le Seoul during the 
school year. 

However. the work and mental 
toughne~s involved in athletics and 
reaching the scouting pinnacle wasn ·1 
enough for Bennett. 
Upon turning 18 in January. Bennett 
officially joined the Martin!. Ferry 
Volunteer Fire Department's Alerts sta• 
tion. 

--1 grew up around it." Bennett said. 
"When I was a little kid I was one who 
was always cl imbing all over the truck. 
and as I got 10 thinking about it I just 
wanted to do it. .. 

Bennett didn't have to look far for 
advice. Hi~ uncle Dave Maguire is a 
member of the Alerts and helped him 
get the paperwork and interview process 
rolling to join. 

"My uncle was a big help ... Bennett 
s·aid. 

While anyone can basically apply 
and join the fire department. Bennett 
isn't content with that. He was slated to 
begin his official training classes to 
become a certified fireman this week-

See, BENNETT, Page B2 



• Bennett----------------
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end. 

However, he'll obviously be in 
camp for the OV AC Game, so he got 
a pass and will begin his quest next 
week. 

you 're capable of driving the truck 
without wrecking it. you can drive." 

Bennett is also able to drive an 
emergency car, but he's not yet acer­
tified EMT. 

All told, Bennett needs 36 hours 
and those come in four, nine-hour 
classes. He' ll have to make up the 
one he's missing, meaning he'll have 
to double up one weekend. 

During his six-plus months on the 
squad, Bennett's been on a few calls, 
but one instance really sticks out. 

While sound asleep one morning, 
Bennett heard his pager - which he 
didn't bring to OVAC camp - going 
off at 4:30 a.m. He quickly jumped 
out of bed and headed on the call in 
Colerain. but when he arrived it had 
been called off. 

Once he completed his certifica 
tion. Bennett will be allowed to actu­
ally go into the fire and help fight it. 

Without lhe classes, Bennett is still 
able to drive the truck, work the 
pump and equipment outside the 
blaze. 

"Those things happen." Bennett 
said. "It's just part or it. I've been on 
a couple of calls and it's tough at 
first. but you've got to face your 
fears. Your body doesn't really want 
to go, but your mind takes over 
because you know you've got to <lo 

"I just can't go into the fire," 
Bennett said. "There were test runs 
with the truck that were like a dri­
ver's test. They take you down nar­
row roads and once they feel as if 

eOVAC------
Continued from Page B 1 

29 players, so we've got to 
really be careful to guard 
against injury." 

Pobolish, meanwhile, 
admits that the approach 
would be different if this 
were any other game he 
was coaching. 

"In this short amount of 
time, we're just trying to 
get them ready to play 
Sunday night," Pobolish 
said. "We're getting a little 
more anxious each day to 
play. I know personally I 
am getting a little more 
tense because the two 
teams are together all of the 
time, so you can see the 
rivalry heating up again." 

As double sessions con­
tinued today on the 
Hilltoppers campus, bottl 
coached indicated that there 
are still plenty of battles 
going on for starting posi­
tions. 

"Obviously, we're going 
to play everyone, but we've 
got some good battles 
going on right now," 
Pobolish said. "I think we 
did a great job in the selec­
tion process, and I think the 
Ohio coaches did a great 
job with their nominations 
to give us the players. 
We ' re pleased and sur­
prised with how athletic all 
of our players are." 

One of the highlights of 
the Strager Evening with 
the Stars once again was 
the presentation of scholar­
ships to players who took 
part in the George Strager 
Memorial Football Camp in 
2009 and then were chosen 
for this game. 

Receiving the honors 
were: Logan Cook (St. 
Clairsville), Seth Callarik 
(St. Clairsville), Zac 
Wojciehowski 
(Cambridge), Tyler 
Hardesty (Cambridge) and 
Tyler Arigoni (Union 
Local) from Ohio. The 
West Virginia recipients 
included the Wheeling 
Central trio of Zac Hood. 
Jordan Sorge and Alex 
Gompers. 

OVACNOTES 
■ THE PLAYERS, 

cheerleaders and 
McDonald ' s OVAC All­
Star Band members will all 
take part in an ice-cream 
social this evening at West 
Liberty. The players and 
cheerleaders. meanwhile. 
will come off the hill again 
Friday for the Queen of 
Queens pageant. 

■ THE ANNUAL pep 
rally will be held at West 
Liberty's Russek field on 
Saturday at 6 p.m. 
Admission is free and sev­
eral special awards will be 
presented. 
■ ADVANCE tickets 

for the game are currently 
on sale at several area busi­
nesses. Included are Kroger 
stores in Bellaire, St. 
Clairsville. Martins Ferry. 
Steubenville, Wintersville. 
Wheeling. Benwood. 
Moundsville, Warwood and 
two in Weirton; Defelice 
Brothers Pizza in 
Shadyside; Smitty's Floors 
in Steubenville ; Weber 's 
Drug Store in Woodsfield. 
Tickets are $7 in advance 
~nd ~ I 0 at the gaie. 

it.., 
Bennett said he wouldn ' t be 

required to leave OV AC camp if 
there was a call in Martins Ferry or 
the surrounding areas. 

"They know I am up here and they 
tell you it ' s family. work and then 
fire department." Bennett said. 

Though he' s passionate about 
fighting fires. Bennett wants to stick 
with being a volunteer. 

"1 cJon't want to make it a career." 
Bennett said. "I am going lo go into 
criminal justice.'' 

Before he begins any classwork 
for fire fighting. criminal justice or 
anything else. Bennett's got some 
business to take care of. which 
includes helping the Ohio side to vic­
tory this Sunday. 

Staskev can be reached ar 
sstaskey@ri111esleaderv11li11e.cm11 
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GEORGE STRAGER EVENING WITH THE STARS 

Photo by Seth Staskey 

The Annual George Strager Memorial Scholarships were presented during Wednesday's Strager Evening with the 
Stars dinner at the Wheeling Park White Palace. Front row, from left, are Zach Hood (Wheeling Central), Jordan 
Sorge (Wheeling Central), Alex Gompers (Wheeling Central) and Mike Young (Strager Camp Co-director). Back 
row, from left, are Logan Cook (St. Clairsville), Zac Wojchiehowski (Cambridge), Tyler Hardesty (Cambridge), Tyler 
Arigoni (Union Local), Seth Callarik (St. Clairsville) and Kelly Rine (Strager Camp Co-director}. 

The Right Chemistry? 
Coach Bruney, 
QB Wallace are 
on same page 

By JIM ELLIOTT 
Staff Writer 

WHEELING - The chemi~try 
between West Virginia head coach 
Tom Bruney and quarterback Cotey 
Wallace. both coming off a sensational 
season at Brooke. might have actually 
qualified as a rare advantage for the 
Mountaineers in the 65-th Annual Rudv 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Foot­
ball Clas~ic. 

That i),. of course. if you ignored the 
idea that Ohio head coach Ron Pobol­
i sh also has his quarterback from 
Buckeye Local. Joe Rine. ready to lead 
his offense. 

Typical of Bruney. he worries only 
of his own team. 

'·Cotey knows thi~ offem,e as well 
as I do: probably better than I do.'· 
Bruney said Wednesday at the Wheel­
ing Park White Palace during the annu­
al George Strager Evening with the 
Stars Dinner. ·'Plus. the kid is a 
leader. Absolute Iv it's an advantage ... 

Well. Ohio leads the overall series 

41-22. has won 14 of the la<;t 15. 
including five straight. so forgive the 
Mountaineers for trying to find some­
thing on which to lean. 

··we·re the underdog ... Bruney said . 
.. we know that. We know we're over­
manned. It'-; not hard to look across the 
cafeteria and see what we·re up 
against. If we can keep it close going 
into the fourth quarter. we'll have a 
chance.·· 

1 
Wallace says it wall much the same 

way hi~ senior <;eason. when he led a 
Brooke team that had virtually no 
expectations out.<;ide the walls of its 
own locker room to an unbeaten season 
and a W.Va. Class AAA state runnerup 
finish. 

In that ca<;e. he said. it was Bruney 
who made the difference. 

"He's such a great motivator:· Wal­
lace said . .. At-Brooke. we didn ·1 
always have as much talent as the other 
teams but we found a way to win 
game~. I think we·re going to do the 
same thin!.! here.·· 

That was just ~ome of the talk 
Wednesday night. but Just about every­
one involved with the Strager Dinner 
and All-Star week will tell you this is 
about more than just strategy. cheer­
leaden,. and Queens of Queens. 

Just ask the guys who were invited 
back from the 1953-55 ( 1 51 men 
played. 96 are still I iving. 63 plan to 

~'~ OVAC All-Star Game ~~'; 
Sunday. Wheeling Island Stadium ~~ 

attend the game). 
"What's going on this weekend is 

j ust a game .• -. OV AC Executi ve Secre­
tary Tom Rataiczak said. "What is 
standing before you (point ing to the 
50-plus year guys) is what this week is 
all about. 

"Talk to them. In the year 2060. 
we· II see you here al so.'· 

The dinner exists. in part. as a way 
to continue to remember Strager. who 
was a head coach at Wheel ing-Central. 
Cambridge. and most notably a I 9-
year run with St. Clairsvi l le. Strager 
passed away in 1990 but through a 
football camp and scholarship pro­
gram. his memory l i ves in the Ohio 
Valley. 

Scholarships in Strager·s name are 
handed out to participants of the All ­
S tar game who also attended the 
Strager camp prior to their senior sea­
son. This year's winners were: Wheel­
ing Central ·s Zach Hood. Jordan 
Sorge. and Alex Gompers: Cam­
bridge's Tyler Hardesty and Zac Woj­
ciechowski: and St. Clairsville· s Seth 
Collarik and Logan Cook: and Union 
Local's Tyler Hardesty. 

17 
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Post3 
Sets Up 
Key Tilt 
Moundsville must 
beat Wheeling twice 

By TRACY WATSON 
For The News-Register 

GLEN DALE - It may have 
taken three day~ and five games to 
get to thi<; point but. as expected. 
West Virginia·-; Area One Ameri­
can Legion championship round 
will come down to Wheeling Post 
I and Moundsville Post 3 this 
afternoon. 

Malakai Anderson twirled a 
three-hitter and Mason Rine 
capped a 5-for-5 day with his first 
home run as Post 3 scored early 
and often in rolling to a convincing 
16-1. seven-inning victory against 
Weirton Post IO in an elimination 
game at steamy John Marshall 
High School Saturday. 

With the victory Manager Bill 
Burkett's Moundsville team will 
take on Wheeling Post I at I p.m. 
today. Should Post 3 win that 
game. a second game for the title 
would be played a half-hour later. 
Meanwhile. Post I needs just one 
victory to hoist another Area One 
title. 

··we are qill alive:· Burkett 
said ... I have no idea who I will 
have available to pitch (Sunday). 
but we will show up and give it all 
we have:· 

For Anderson it was another in a 
long line of impressive pitching 
performance for the former Paden 
City High standout this summer. 
He needed just 77 pitches to get 
the job done. with 50 of those 
going for strikes. Anderson also 
did.not throw more than 18 pitches 
in any frame. and that came in the 
seventh when he also had his only 
walk. 

Moundw1lle wa-;ted little time 
getting the offen-;e moving. putting 
up 1wo in the fas,. 1hrtc in l~ r.ec­
ond. third and fifth and five more 
in the sixth. 

The hosts didn ·1 even need a hit 
to get the initial two runs as Jimmy 
Henderson walked and came all 
the way around when Wyatt 
Persinger reached on a one-out. 
three-base throwing error. 
Persinger later brought the second 
run home on a wild pitch. 

Henderson played a major part 
again in the second when he 
drilled a 2-2 pitch deep over the 
left-field fence for a two-run 
homer and a 4-0 score. Rine fol­
lowed a short time later with an 
RBI single. 

Magnolia graduate Davey How­
ell made it 6-0 as he blasted the 
first pitch of the bottom of the 
third over the nght-field fence. 
Henderson added a run-scoring 
double and a third run cros~ed on a 
wild pitch to push the margin to 8-
0 afler three. 

A Jason Troy double. a hit bat­
ter. Tim Mirandy·~ single and 
Rine·~ fourth base hit. and second 
RBI. of the day helped run the 
count to I 1-0 heading to the sixth. 

Weirton·s only run came with 
one out in the sixth when Austin 
Pitchok bunted and reached third 
on a throwing error and raced 
home on the ~econd miscue of the 
play. 

Post 3 put the finishing touches 
on things with five in the sixth. 
including Rine·s two-run bomb to 
left. 

.. We hit the ball (Saturday) and 
didn • t make many errors ... Burkett 
added. "'And Anderson pitched 
another 2rea1 _game. which he has 
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RUDY MUMLEY OVAC ALL-STAR CHARITY FOOTBALL CLASSIC 
-

West Virginia 

Photo by Seth Staskey 

These young men will be representing West Virginia in tonight's 65th annual Rudy Mumley OV AC AU-Star Charity Football 

Classic. First row: Cotey Wallace (1), Max Nogay (3), Seth Barnhart (7), Craig Kuhar (10), Zach Hood (12), Michael Molinari 

(14), manager Rocco Bruney, Second row: Marcus George 920), Hunter Ferguson (22), Stingray Bates (28), Jordan Sorge (29), 

Mike Koscevic (32), Lou Comis (33), Nate Taylor (34), manager Niko Bruney. Third row: head coach Tom Bruney, T.J. Howard 

(40), Stefan Varner (44), Kyle Sims (46), Mike Lough (54), Tevin Hall (58), Jordan West (60), Jake Lilly (66). Fourth row: Devin 

Harrison (67), t\ndy Huggins (70), Rusty Byhanna (73), Christian McGaughey (78), Griffin Yocum (80), Jared Blatt (82), Alex 

Gompers (85), Tyler Reed (88), Sam Robinson (93). Fifth row: assistant coach Paul Julio, assistant coach Mike Wagner, assistant 

coach Stuart Goldstein, assistant coach Troy Fetty, assistant coach Scott Joseph, assistant coach Frank Sisinni, trainer Amber 

Helphenstine. 

Photo by Seth Staskey 

These young men will be representing Ohio in tonight's 65th annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Football Classic. 

First row: Brandon Nicholes (I), Marco Ricchetti (3), Dalton Smith (7), Derek-London Dierkes (10), J6e Rine (12), Dylan Kimble 

(14), Tyler Hardesty (20). Second row: Bobby Spence (21), Mickey Bednar (22), Tyler Arigoni (28), Scott Peach (29), Seth 

Callarik (32), Brandon Bartrug (33), Doren Thomas (34), Devon Parson (40). Third row: head coach Ron Pobolish, Josh Riggans 

(46), manager Matthew Barsch, Jarod Mellinger (52), Nate Maleski (55), manager Ryan Gossett, Jordan Banks (56), Jamey 

DeVaul (58), manager Aiden Lucey, Jake Mallernee (63), Bobby Bennett (67), manager Logan Barsch, Cody Kaiser (68). Fourth 

row: J.J. Intorre (72), Zac Wojciechowski (7S), Trey Wiggins (80), Rylan Pyciak (82), Wes Rataiczak (85), Michael Wayt (88), 

Logan Cook (93), Jordan Burress (99). Fifth row: assistant coach Gregg Bonar, assistant coach Phil Pest, assistant coach Mark 

Spigarelli, assistant coach Rodney Roe, as.§istant coach George Laase, assistant coach Blair Closser, assistant coach Tom O'Con­

nell, assistant coach Andy Weiss, trainer Randy EUlott, assistant coach Nate Skrzypek. 

W.Va Looks To 
Snap Losing Skid 
OV AC All-Star Game kicks off at 7: 15 p.m. 

By RICK THORP 
Staff Writer 

WHEELING - West Virginia 
will look to snap Ohio's five-game 
winning streak in the Rudy Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Football Charity 
Classic when the contest kicks off 
for the 65th time tonight at Wheel­
ing Island Stadium. 

Th .. R .. rl•"""'~ h"v"' :il, n won 14 

have some of his Wing-T. along 
with some spread brought in by 
assistant coach Gregg Bonar. Friday, 
he was a little more guarded with 
how much of each is in his team's 
game plan for tonight's 7: 15 p.m. 
kickoff. 

"We tried to put the best possible 
plan together that ~ives the fans 
somethim? to eniov.' Pobolish said. 

Through 
The 

Years 
(OVAC-Sponsored Games) 

2009: Ohio 47. West Virginia 7 
2008: Ohio 31 . West Virginia 7 
2007: Ohio 6, West Virginia 3 
2006: Ohio 22, West Virginia O 
2005: Ohio 35 West Virginia 6 
2004: West Virginia 21, Ohio 7 
2003: Ohio 32, West Virginia 26 
2002: Ohio 19, West Virginia 12 
2001 : Ohio 36, West V1rg1ma O 
2000: Ohio 13, West Virginia 7 . 
1999: Ohio 32, West Virginia 0 
1998: Ohio 41, West Virginia 14 
1997: Ohio 24, West Virginia 14 
1996: Ohio 43. West Virainia 21 

1972: Ohio 24, West Virginia 6 
(Pre-OVAC Games) 

1971: No Game 
1970: No Game 
1969: West Virginia 12, Ohio O 
1968: Ohio 6, West Virginia O 
1967: West V1rginia 18, Ohio O 
1966: Ohio 26, West Virginia 0 
1965: Ohio 22, West Virginia O 
1964: Ohio 2, West Virginia O 
1963: No Game 
1962: West Virginia 12, Ohio 6 
1961 : West Virginia 13, Ohio 0 
1960: Ohio 7, West Virginia 6 
1959: West Virginia 7, Ohio 6 



VVC:::>l V ll!;lllld !I f-\1 Cd VJIC l'-\lllC:11-

Can Legion championship round 
will come down to Wheeling Post 
I and Moundsville Post 3 this 
afternoon. 

Malakai Anderson twirled a 
three-hitter and Mason Rine 
capped a S-for-5 day with his first 
home run as Post 3 scored early 
and often in rolling to a convincing 
16-1. seven-inning victory again<il 
Weirton Post IO in an elimination 
game at steamy John Marshall 
High School Saturday. 

With the victory Manager Bill 
Burketfs Moundsville team will 
take on Wheeling Post I at I p.m. 
toda y. Should Post 3 win that 
game. a second game for the title 
would be played a half-hour later. 
Meanwhile. Post I needs just one 
victory to hoist another Area One 
title . 

.. We are still alive:· Burkett 
said ... I have no idea who I will 
have available to pitch (Sunday). 
but we will show up and give it all 
we have.·· 

For Anderson it was another in a 
Ion,\'.\ line of impressive pitching 
performance for the former Paden 
City High standout this summer. 
He needed just 77 pitches to get 
the job done. with SO of those 
going for strikes. Anderson also 
did.not throw more than I 8 pitches 
in any frame. and that came in the 
seventh when he also had his only 
walk. 

Moundsville wasted little time 
getting the offense moving, putting 
up two in the first. three in the sec­
ond. third and fiflh and five more 
in the sixth. 

The hosts didn't even need a hit 
to get the initial two runs as Jimmy 
Henderson walked and came all 
the way around when Wyatt 
Persinger reached on a one-out. 
three-base throwing error. 
Persinger later brought the second 
run home on a wild pitch. 

Henderson played a major part 
again in the second when he 
drilled a 2-2 pitch deep over the 
left-field fence for a two-run 
homer and a 4-0 score. Rine fol­
lowed a short time later with an 
RBI single. 

Magnol)a graduate Davey How­
ell made It 6-0 as he blasted the 
first pitch of the bottom of the 
third over the right-field fence. 
Henderson added a run-~coring 
double and a third run crossed on a 
wild pitch to push the margin to 8-
0 after three. 

A Jason Troy double. a hit bat­
ter. Tim Mirandy·~ :-ingle and 
Rine·~ fourth base hit. and second 
RBI. of the day helped run the 
count to I I -0 heading to the sixth. 

Weirton·s only run came with 
one out 111 the sixth when Austin 
Pitchok bunted and reached third 
on a throwing error and raced 
home on the \econd miscue of the 
play. 

Post 3 put the finishing touche:­
on thing~ with five in the si'xth. 
including Rine·~ two-run bomb to 
left. 

··we hit the ball (Saturday) and 
didn't make many errors ... Burkett 
added . .. And Anderson pitched 
another great game. which he has 
been doing. He pitches quick and 
is always around the strike zone. 

.. Now we just have to come 
back (Sunday) and see what we 
can do. I really believe that if we 
can hit the ball like we have the 
last couple o f days we will be 
alright.·· 

While Rine singled four times 
and homered. Mirandy chipped in 
with two singles and a double for 
the winners. Henderson. who has 
turned into a very efficient leadoff 
hitter for Post 3. reached base in 4 
of S at-bats and scored four runs. 

Of Weirton·s three hits in the 
game. two of the runners were 
erased on the bases via double 
plays. Moundsville also committed 
just the two errors. on the same 
play in the game after having eight 
in a victory against Wellsburg on 
Friday. 

Photo by Seth Staskey 
These young men will be representing West Virginia in tonight's 65th annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Football 
Clas~ic. First row: Cotey Wallace (1), Max Nogay (3), Seth Barnhart (7), Craig Kuhar (10), Zach Hood (12), Michael Molinari 
(14), manager Rocco Bruney, Second row: Marcus George 920), Hunter Ferguson (22), Stingray Bates (28), Jordan Sorge (29), 
Mike Koscevic (32), Lou Comis (33), Nate Taylor (34), manager Niko Bruney. Third row: head coach Tom Bruney, T.J. Howard 
(40), Stefan Varner (44), Kyle Sims (46), Mike Lough (54), Tevin Hall (58), Jordan West (60), Jake Lilly (66). Fourth row: Devin 
Harrison (67), ·Andy Huggins (70), Rusty Byhanna (73), Christian McGaughey (78), Griffin Yocum (80), Jared Blatt (82), Alex 
Gompers (85), Tyler Reed (88), Sam Robinson (93). Fifth row: assistant coach Paul Julio, assistant coach Mike Wagner, assistant 
coach Stuart Goldstein, assistant coach Troy Fetty, assistant coach Scott Joseph, assistant coach Frank Sisinni, trainer Amber 
Helphenstine. 

Photo by Seth Staskey 
These young men will be representing Ohio In tonight's 65th annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Football Classic. 
First row: Brandon Nicholes (1), Marco Ricchetti (3), Dalton Smith (7), Derek-London Dierkes (10), Joe Rine (12), Dylan Kimble 
(14), Tyler Hardesty (20). Second row: Bobby Spence (21), Mickey Bednar (22), Tyler Arigoni (28), Scott Peach (29), Seth 
Callarik (32), Brandon Bartrug (33), Doren Thomas (34), Devon Parson (40). Third row: head coach Ron Pobolish, Josh Riggans 
(46), manager Matthew Barsch, Jarod Mellinger (52), Nate Maleski (55), manager Ryan Gossett, Jordan Banks (56), Jamey 
Devaul (58), manager Aiden Lucey, Jake Mallernee (63), Bobby Bennett (67), manager Logan Barsch, Cody Kaiser (68). Fourth 
row: J.J. lntorre (72), Zac Wojciechowski (75), Trey Wiggins (80), Rylan Pyciak (82), Wes Rataiczak (85), Michael Wayt (88), 
Logan Cook (93), Jordan Burress (99). Fifth row: assistant coach Gregg Bonar, assistant coach Phil Pest, assistant coach Mark 
Spigarelli, assistant coach Rodney Roe, assistant coach George Laase, assistant coach Blair Closser, assistant coach Tom O'Con­
nell, assistant coach Andy Weiss, trainer Randy Elliott, assistant coach Nate Skrzypek. 

W.Va Looks To 
Snap Losing Skid 
OVAC All-Star Game kicks off at 7: 15 p.m. 

By RICK THORP 
Staff Writer 

WHEELING - West Virginia 
will look to snap Ohio's five-game 
winning streak in the Rudy Mum!ey 
OV AC All-Star Football Chanty 
Classic when the contest kicks off 
for the 65th time tonil!ht at Wheel-
ing Island Stadium. ~ 

The Buckeyes have also won 14 
of the last IS games in the series. 
with the lone West Virginia triumph 
coming in 2004. a 2 I -7 Moun­
taineers victory. 

Again. West Virginia is the pro­
hibitive underdog. And that's OK 
with Mountaineers coach Tom 
Bruney. who was on the winning 
Ohio squad in 1981. • 

"We·ve seen them in the cafete­
ria this week.' ' he said ... They have 
more depth. more size. and more 
speed. 

.. No one's picked us to win this 
game since February. Ohio -is filled 
with talent and skill. We have a 
good feeling they will pass to set up 
the run, and they have the people to 
do it. .. 

Ohio coach Ron Pobolish said 
earlier this week his offense would 

have some of his Wing-T. along 
with some spread brought in by 
assistant coach Gregg Bonar. Friday. 
he was a little more ~uarded with 
how much of each i:-. 111 his team·s 
game plan for tonight's 7: 15 p.m. 
kickoff. 

• 'We tried to put the best possible 
plan together that gives the fans 
something to enjoy;" Pobolish said. 
" We'll hopefully come away with a 
victory.'' 

And while Ohio is favored by 
many. Pobolish knows not to listen 
too much to the pundits, having 
coached on the West Virginia side a 
few times. 

"Those kids aren't going (to 
Wheeling Island Stadium) thinking 
they're going to lose the football 
game:· Pobolish said ... They have a 
lot of winners over there.·· 

Leading the offensive charge for 
the Mountaineers will be Brooke's 
Cotey Wallace. who helped guide 
Bruney's squad to the Super Six last 
December. 

Wallace. who knows Bruney·s 
offense. the coach says. better than 

See, OV AC, Page 82 

Through 
The 

Years 
(OVAC-Sponsored Games) 

2009: Oho 47, West Virginia 7 
2008: Ohro 31, West V,rgin1a 7 
2007; Ohio 6, West Virginia 3 
2006: Oho 22, West V,rginia O 
2005: Oho 35 West V rg1nia 6 
2004: West Virginia 21, Ohio 7 
2003: Oho 32, West V1rgin1a 26 
2002: Oho 19, West Virginia 12 
2001 : Ohio 36. West Virginia O 
2000: Ohio 13, West Virginia 7 . 
1999: Ohio 32, West Virginia O 
1998: Ohio 41, West Virginia 14 
1997: Ohio 24, West Virginia 14 
1996: Ohio 43, West Virginia 21 
1995: Ohio 21. West Virginia 0 
1994: West Virginia 19, Ohio 14 
1993: West Virginia 34, Ohio 32 
1992: No game (washout) 
1991 : Ohio 30, West Virginia 6 
1990: Ohio 42, West Virginia 0 
1989: West Virginia 22, Ohio 14 
1988: Ohio 13, West Virginia 7 
1987: Ohio 13, West Virginia 11 
1986: Ohio 14, West Virginia 6 
1985: West Virginia 28, Ohio 26 
1984: Ohio 22, West-Virginia 6 
1983: Ohio 26, West Virginia 16 
1982: West Virginia 7, Ohio 6 
1981 : Ohio 17, West Virginia 14 
1980: Ohio 10, West Virginia 7 
1979: Ohio 47, West Virginia 13 
1978: Otiio 21, West Virginia 13 
1977: West Virginia 21 , Ohio 0 
1976: West Virginia 33, Ohio 20 
1975: West Virginia 8, Ohio 0 
1974: West Virginia 13, Ohio 6 
1973: West Virginia 38, Ohio 20 

1972: Ohio 24, West Virginia 6 
(Pre-OVAC Games) 

1971 : No Game 
1970: No Game 
1969: West Virgm a 12. Ohio 0 
1968: Ohio 6, West Virginia O 
1967: West Vjrginta 18, Ohio O 
1966: Ohio 26, West V1rg ma o 
1965: Ohio 22, West Virg1nra O 
1964: Ohio 2, West Virginia 0 
1963: No Game 
1962: West Virginia 12, Ohio 6 
1961: West Virginia 13, Ohio O 
1960: Ohio 7, West Virginia 6 
1959: West Virginia 7, Ohio 6 
1958: Ohio 25, West Virginia O 
1957: Ohio 14, West Virginia 13 
1956: Ohio 27, West Virginia O 
1955: Ohio 31, West Virginia 20 
1954: West Virginia 13, Ohio O 
1953: West Virginia 7, Ohio 0 
1952: Ohio 26, West Virginia 19 
1951 : Ohio 13, West Virginia 6 
1950: Ohio 14, West Virginia O 
1949: West Virginia 6, Ohio 0 
1948: Ohio 20, West Virginia 7 
1947: West Virginia 13, Ohio 7 
1946: Ohio 26, West Virginia 7 
1945: No Game • 
1944: No Game 
1943: No Game 
1942: West Virginia 7, Ohio o 
1941 : West Virginia 7, Ohio O 
1940: West Virginia 13, Ohio 7 

NOTE: Ohio leads the OVAC· 
sponsored series 26-11-1 and 
the pre-OVAC series 15-11. 

. ........................................... ON THE LINE~ ........................................•.. .,,.~ '"';:~ 
Todav's Resul~s: Tomorrow•~ Poll: Tell us what you think. _.i ~ \ 

Q. Do you thmk the Pirates can I Yes: I di 0. Are you attending the Rudy Register your answer at www.news-register.net 
play .500 ball the second half of the ! No·. I ·,, Mamley OVAC All-Star Charity (The resultsof tnis poll,ire not scientilic and represent only the 

F b 11 CI 
. ? opinions o! lnternel user.; who have chosen to participate.) 

season? oot a ass1c. 

• 
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W.Va. Coaches Photo by Rick Thorp 

Members of the West Virginia coaching staff include, bottom from left, Mike 
Wagner, Tom Bruney, Frank Sisinni; back from left, Stuart Goldstein, Troy 
Fetty, trainer Amber Helphenstine, Scott Joseph and Paul Julio. 

OVAC 
Continued from page B 1 

him. will get most of the 
snaps. Wheeling Centrars 
Zach Hood and Oak Glen's 
Seth Barnhart could also get 
some snaps. but Barnhart 
will see most of his action on 
the defensive line. 

··we struggled all the way 
up until Wednesday." 
Bruney said of his offensive 
unit. "I think the light bulb 

~Jh n You Haven1 
,t ~Tried Our Wings, 

went on Thursday. And then 
(Friday) you could see more 
improvement.'· 

In the backfield. Tyler 
Consolidated's Na.te Taylor. 
Wheeling Park's Marcu~ 
George. Parkersburg South· s 
Hunter Ferguson. Wheeling 
Central's Jordan Sorge. and 
Magnolia's Stingray Bates 
will get most of the carries. 

Y11 Don1 Know 
•at You're Missinal ~· 

',11""'"'....al;;aa;;a;;; 

The West Virginia offen­
sive line is anchored by the 
player that opened many a 
hole for Bates in New Mar­
tinsville the past four years 
- center Andy Huggins. 

..Boy. is he something 
else ... Bruney said. "He told 
me he·s not going to play 
football in college. I think 
that's a ,shame because he· s 
a talented young man. 

"We. as a staff. have 
coached a lot of centers the 
pa~t 2 5 years and he may be 
the best one I've ever seen.'· 

The left side of the line is 
strong. as well. with West 
Virginia all-i;tater Jake Lilly 
of Brooke. along with Weir­
ton Madonna·s Christian 
McGaughey. 

On the right side. the 
Mountaineers will have 
Wheeling Park's Rusty 
Byhanna and Mike Lough. 

The Ohio Valley is known for many things, but none shine brighter 
than our love of sports and the individuals who made the games stand 
out. "Game Day Remembered", gives you the opportunity to submit a 

photo of those distinctive moments that will become part of this 
dynamic pictorial. This special hard back book with dust cover will be 

a keepsake for years to come. 

"Game Day Remembered" will be available by November l, 20 l 0 
and will make a great Christmas Gift. 

This edition will bring pleasant memories of numerous 
sporting events that have gone by. 

Pictured is the 1916 Shadyside 
Gins Basketball Team. 

Ohio Coaches Photo by Rici. Thorp 

Members of the Ohio coaching staff include, bottom from left, Tom O'Connell, 
George Laase, Ron Pobolish, Blair Closser, Mark Spigarelli; top from left, 
trainer Randy Elliott, Gregg Bonar, Phil Pest, Nate Skrzypek, Andy Weiss and 
Rodney Roe. 

along with John Marshall's 
Devin Harrison. 

Bruney said eve1yone 
that's li~ted a~ a receiver on 
the West' Virginia roster will 
see time. That list includes 
Linsly's Craig Kuhar. Park­
ersburg South', Michael 
Molinari. Cameron's Tevin 
Hall. Wheeling Central'~ 
Alex Gompers. Oak Glen·s 
Tyler Reed. 

Molinari will abo "quar­
terback .. West Virginia·~ 
defense from his free safety 
slot. 

" Our goal coming in this 
week was we are going to 
have to pl ay strong 
defense.'·• Bruney said. cit­
ing Ohio's 47-point outburst 
last July. 

··we feel like we put our 
11 best players on defense. 
They picked up the scheme 
early in the week.· ' 

Weirton Madonna's Max 
Nogay will join Molinan in 
the defen~ive backfield. 

Brooke's Mike Koscevic 
and Kyle Sims will play 
linebacker, along with John 
Marshall's Stefan Varner. 

Players to look for on · the 
defensive line include 
Madonna's Lou Comi~. John 
Marshall's Sam Robinson 
and Barnhart. 

West Virginia entered 
camp down a few players 
and lost another one this 
week in Wheeling Central 
lineman Jordan West. 

Ohio. meanwhile. lost 
Steu.bcnville Catholic·s 
Mickev Bednar carlv in 
camp and then lost Bc'i1ver 
Local lineman J.J . Jntorre 
later in the week. 

'·We have some kids with 
;.ome minor bumps and 
bruises. but we ·11 be fine ... 
Pobolish . coach inl! in his 
sixth OV AC all-st,ir game. 
said. 

The Buckeyes· offense. 
too. struggled at times late 
camp. But~Pobolish is confi­
dent things will be ready 
tonight. 

"We will use two quarter­
backs ... he said . .. Dierkes 
(of Monroe Central) will be 
first and then (Dalton) Smith 
(of. Barnesv i lle) will be 
next.·· 

Names to look for in the 
backfield include Martins 
Ferry's Devon Parson. Indi­
an Creek's Doren Thomas. 
Buckeye Locars Brandon 
Bartrug. Edison's Scott 
Peach.~and Cambridge·s 
Tvler Hardcstv. ~ 
···we· 11 h,ivc a running 

back bv committee.'' Poboi: 
1sh said. 

Receivers for the Buck­
eyes include Union Local's 
Brandon Nid1ole~. Shenan­
doah's Wes Rataiczak and 
Steubenville's Trey Wig­
gins. 
: ~l~ng_ tht;_ of~ens~v~_Hn:: 

play inside linebacker. with a with Indian Creek's Michael 
four-player rotation at out- Wayt. Shadysicte·s Dylan 
side linebacker that includes Kimble and Nicholes. 
Meadowbrook's Josh Rig- ··we think we have the 
gans. Union Local's Ty.ler • making~ of a very good 
Arigoni. Rataiczak and Mar- defense.'· Pobol ish said. 
tin~~Ferry·s Marco Ricchetti. cautioning the unit ha~ been 

Ricchett i wi l l also see together for just a week. 
time in the ~econdary. along ··on paper. it looks ood. •• 

HEAD COACH 
Ron Pobolish. Buckeye Local 

Assistant Coaches 
Gregg Bonar, Blair Closser, George Laase, Tom O'Connell. 
Phi l Pest, Nate Skrzypek. Mark Spigarelli. Andy Weiss 

■■■ 

Players 
No Name Ht Wt Pos School 
1 Brandon Nicholes 5-1 1 160 WA/DB Union Local 
3 Marco R1cchett1 6-3 190 QB/DB Martins Ferry 
7 Dalton Smith 6-3 180 QB/DB Barnesvil le 
10 D. Dierkes 6-3 195 QBMonroe Central 
12 Joe Rine 6-7 250 QB/DE Buckeye Local 
14 Dylan Kimble 5-1 1 170 QB/DB Shadyside 
20 Tyler Hardesty 5-10 205 RB/LB Cambridge 
21 Bobby Spence 6-0 165 SNvA Buckeye Local 
22 Mickey Bednar 6-0 185 RB/DBSteub. Catholic 
28 Tyler Arigoni 5-10 160 LB Union Local 
29 Scott Peach 5-10 165 RB/DB Edison 
32 Seth Callank 5-1 1 155 DB/WA St. Clairsville 
33 Brandon Bartrug 5-7 160 FB/LB Buckeye Local 
34 Doren Thomas 5·10 180 RB/OL Indian Creek 
40 Devon Parson 6·0 215 LBIFB Martins Ferry 
46 Josh Riggans 5·8 170 AB/LB Meadowbrook 
52 Jarod Mellinger 6-0 265 OUDL Beallsville 
55 Nate Maleski 6-2 270 OL Bridgeport 
56 Jordan Banks 6-0 215 OT/LB Steubenville 
58 Jamey Devaul 6-3 220 C/DL Steubenville 
63 Jake Mallernee 5-11 215 OULB Harrison 
67 Bobby Bennett 6-5 225 LT/DE Bellaire 
68 Cody Kaiser 5-1 1 180 LB Harrison 
72 J.J. lntorre 6-1 255 OUOL Beaver Local 
75 Zac Wojciechowski 5-10 250 OUDL Cambridge 
80 Trey Wiggins 5-10 170 WA/DB Steubenville 
82 Rylan Pyciak 6-2 230 OULB Buckeye Local 
85 Wes Rataiczak 6-3 215 WR/RB Shenandoah 
88 Michael Wayt 5-9 155 WR/S Indian Creek 
93 Logan Cook 6-1 180 K St. Clairsville 
99 Jordan Burress 6-5 275 OUDL Martins Ferry 

HEAD COACH 
Tom Bruney. Brooke 

Assistant Coaches 
Troy Fetty, Stuart Goldsteifi, Scott Joseph. Paul Julio. Frank 
Sisinni. Mike Wagner 

■■■ 

Players 
No Name Ht Wt Pos School 
1 Cotey Wallace 6-1 180 OB/DB Brooke 

3 Max Nogay 5-11 185 s Madonna 

7 Seth Barnhart 6-3 215 QB/LB Oak Glen 
10 Craig Kuhar 6-2 180 WR Linsly 

12 Zach Hood 5-10 165 QB Whg Central 
14 Michael Molinari 6-2 180 WR/K Park. South 

20 Marcus George 5-10 165 RB/DB Whg Park 

22 Hunter Ferguson 6-0 230 FB Park. South 

28 Stingray Bates 5·8 181 RB/S Magnolia 

29 Jordan Sorge 5-11 170 RB/DE Whg Central 

32 Mike Koscevic 5-10 205 LB Brooke 
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him. will get most of the 
snaps. Wheeling Central 's 
Zach Hood and Oak Glen's 
Seth Barnhart could also get 
some snaps. but Barnhart 
will see most of his action on 
the defensive line. 

"We struggled all the way 
up until Wednesday." 
Bruney said of his offensive 
unit. .. I think the light bulb 

~ n You Haven't 
"5'Trled ourWinlS. 

went on Thursday. And then 
(Friday) you could see more 
improvement.,. 

In the backfield. Tyler 
Consolidated's Nate Taylor, 
Wheeling Park's Marcus 
George. Parkersburg South's 
Hunter Ferguson. Wheeling 
Centrars Jordan Sorge. and 
Magnolia's Stingray Bates 
will get most of the carries. 

You D101 Know 
Wlllt You're MiSsingl ~ 

. J 

The West Virginia offen­
sive line is anchored bv the 
player that opened many a 
hole for Bates in New Mar­
tinsville the past four years 
- center Andy Huggins. 

.. Boy. is he something 
else." Bruney said. "He told 
me he"s not going to play 
football in college. I think 
thars a ,shame because he's 
a talented young man. 

"We. as a staff. have 
coached a lot of centers the 
past 25 years and he may be 
the best one I've ever seen ... 

The left side of the line is 
strong. as well. with West 
Virginia all-stater Jake Lilly 
of Brooke. along with Weir­
ton Madonna's Christian 
McGaughey . 

On the right side. the 
Mountaineers will have 
Wheeling Park's Rusty 
Byhanna and Mike Lough. 

The Ohio Valley is known for many things, but none shine brighter 
than our love of sports and the individuals who made the games stand 
out. "Game Day Remembered", gives you the opportunity to submit a 

photo of those distinctive moments that will become part of this 
dynamic pictorial. This special hard back book with dust cover will be 

a keepsake for years to come. 

"Game Day Remembered" will be available by November I, 20 I 0 
and will make a great Christmas Gift. 

From Little League, 
High School to College, 
our memories are filled 
with those times when 

life seemed a little 
easier and our only 

worry was that next big 
game. We hope you will 
consider sharing those 

times with us and. 
our readers. 

This edition will bring pleasant memories of numerous 
sporting events that have gone by. 

Pictured is the 1916 Shadyside 
Girls Basketball Team. 

If you have any photos that you would like to submit to be in 
"Game Day Remembered", please fill out the coupon below and mail to 

Wheeling Newspapers, Inc. c/o "Game Day Remembered", 
1500 Main Street, Wheeling, WV 26003 • 304-233-0 I 00 

DEADLINE IPOR '.Sl.lBMITIJNG IPHQiOS .& STORES.:~ 1fST BY 3.:!DOPM 

1••························· .. ·········~·· .. ··············~ 
: NAME. ________________ _ 
,. 
: ADDRESS _____________ _ 
: CITY _________ STATE __ ZlP ___ _ 
: PHONE ________________ _ 
• : STORY TO GO ALONG WITH PHOTO:. _______ _ 
• • • ,. 
• .. .. 
'"' .. . 
• • • ... 

Photos will be returned if a self-addressed stamped envelope is.included. 

• • . .. 
• • • • • 

~ .................................................................... -

along with John Marshall's 
Devin Harrison. 

Bruney said cveFyone 
that's 1 isted as a receiver on 
the West Virginia roster will 
sec time. That list include, 
Lins1v·s Craig Kuhar. Park 
ersburg South's Michael 
Molinari. Cameron·.-- Tevin 
Hall. Wheeling Central', 
Alex Gomper:-. Oak Glen·-. 
Tyler Reed. 

Molinari will .ibo "quar­
terback·· We~t Virginia's 
defense from hi~ free ".ifetv 
slot. • 

··our goal coming in thi~ 
week was we are coinc to 
have to play - ,trong 
defense.·· • Bruney said. cit­
ing Ohio ·s 4 7-point outburst 
last July. 

··we feel like we put our 
I 1 best players on defense. 
They picked up the scheme 
early in the week ... 

Weirton Madonna's Max 
Nogay will join Molinari in 
the defensive backfield. 

Brooke's Mike Koscevic 
and Kyle Sims will play 
linebacker, along with John 
Marshall's Stefan Varner. 

Players to look for on the 
defensive line include 
Madonna's Lou Comis. John 
Marshall's Sam Robinson 
and Barnhart. 

West Virginia entered 
camp down a few players 
and lost another one this 
week in Wheeling Central 
lineman Jordan West. 

Ohio. meanwhile. lost 
Steuibenville Catholic's 
Mickev Bednar earlv in 
camp and then lost Beaver 
Local lineman J.J. Jntorre 
later in the week. 

"We have some kids with 
-.ome minor bumps and 
bruises. but we'll be fine." 
Pobolish. coaching in his 
,ixth OV AC all-sta-r game. 
"aid. 

The Buckeyes· offense. 
too. strucgled at times late 
camp. ButPobolish is confi­
dent thing, will be ready 
tonight. 

··we will use two quarter­
back, ... he -.aid ... Dicrke" 
(of Monroe Central) will be 
first and then (Dalton) Smith 
(of Barnesville) will be 
next. .. 

Name, to look for in the 
bacl.ficld include Martin:,. 
Ferry's Devon Parson, Indi­
an Creek's Doren Thomas. 
Buckeye Local·., Brandon 
Bartrug, Edison·s Scott 
Peach.-,rnd Cambridge', 
Tyler Hardesty. 

"We'll have a running 
back bv committee ... Pobof:. 
1',h ,aid. 

Receiver~ for the Buck­
eyes include Union Locars 
Brandon Nichole ... Shenan­
doah's We:,. Rataiczak and 
Steubenville ·s Trey Wig­
gin',. 

Along the offensive line. 
Bellaire's Bobby Bennett 
and Martins Ferry· s • Jordan 
Burre~s will play tackle. 
Bridgeport all -qater Nate 
Maleski :111d Cambridge·s 
Zac WoJcicchowsld v:ill 
play guard. and 
Steubenvillc's Jamey 
DeVaul will be at center. 

Pobolish will have two of 
his former players at defen­
sive ends - Joe Rine and 
Rylan Pyciak. 

DeVaul will sec time at 
defensive tackle with ,Harri­
~on Central's Jake 
Mallernee. 

Steuben,·ille·~ Jordan 
Bank~ and Hardesty will 

EOSPRI 

play inside linebacker. with a with Indian Creek·s Michael 
four-player rotation at out- Wayt. Shadysicte·s Dylan 
side linebacker that includes Kimble and Nicholes. 
Meadowbrook's Josh Rig- "We think we have the 
gans. Union Local's Tyler· making~ of a very good 
Arigoni. Rataiczak and Mar- defense.· · Pobol ish said. 
tin, Ferry·!-> Marco Ricchetti. cautioning the unit has been 

Ri cchetti will also see together for just a week. 
time in the secondary. along "On paper. it look~ good.'. 

HEAD COACH 
Ron Pobolish, Buckeye Local 

Assistant Coaches 
Gregg Bonar, Blair Closser, George Laase. Tom O'Connell, 
Phil Pest. Nate Skrzypek. Mark Spigarelli, Andy Weiss 

••• 
Players 

No Name Ht Wt Pos School 
1 Brandon Nicholes 5·11 160 WR/DB Union Local 
3 Marco R1cchett1 6·3 190 QB/DB Martins Ferry 
7 Dalton Smith 6-3 180 QB/DB Barnesville 
10 D Dierkes 6·3 195 QBMonroe Central 
12 Joe Rine 6-7 250 OB/OE Buckeye Local 
14 Dylan Kimble 5-11 170 QB/DB Shadyside 
20 Tyler Hardesty 5-10 205 RB/LB Cambridge 
21 Bobby Spence 6-0 165 SNJR Buckeye Local 
22 Mickey Bednar 6-0 185 RB/DBSteub. Catholic' 
28 Tyler Angoni 5·10 160 LB Union Local 
29 Scott Peach 5-10 165 RB/DB Edison 
32 Seth Callarik 5-11 155 DBNJR St. Clairsville 
33 Brandon Bartrug 5.7 160 FB/LB Buckeye Local 
34 Doren Thomas 5·10 180 RB/OL Indian Creek 
40 Devon Parson 6-0 215 LB/FB Martins Ferry 
46 Josh Riggans 5-8 170 RB/LB Meadowbrook 
52 Jarod Mellinger 6·0 265 OUDL Beallsville 
55 Nate Maleski 6-2 270 OL Bridgeport 

56 Jordan Banks 6·0 215 DT/LB Steubenville 
58 Jamey Devaul 6-3 220 C/DL Steubenville 

63 Jake Mallernee 5-11 215 OULB Harrison 

67 Bobby Bennett 6-5 225 LT/DE Bellaire 

68 Cody Kaiser 5-11 180 LB Harrison 
72 J.J. lntorre 6-1 255 OUDL Beaver Local 
75 Zac Wojciechowski 5-10 250 OUDL Cambridge 
80 Trey Wiggins 5-10 170 WR/DB Steubenville 

82 Rylan Pyciak 6-2 230 OULB Buckeye Local 
85 Wes Rataiczak 6-3 215 WR/RB Shenandoah 

88 Michael Wayt 5-9 155 WR/S Indian Creek 

93 Logan Cook 6-1 180 K St. Clairsville 

99 Jordan Burress 6-5 275 OUDL Martins Ferry 

HEAD COACH 
Tom Bruney. Brooke 

Assistant Coaches 
Troy Fetty, Stuart Goldstein, Scott Joseph, Paul Julio, Frank 
Sisinni, Mike Wagner 

••• 
Players 

No Name Ht Wt Pos School 
1 Cotey Wallace 6-1 180 QB/DB Brooke 

3 Max Nogay 5-11 185 s Madonna 

7 Seth Barn hart 6-3 215 QB/LB Oak Glen 
10 Cra,g Kuhar 6·2 180 WR Linsly 
12 Zach Hood 5-10 165 QB Whg Central 
14 Michael Molinari 6-2 180 WR/K Park. South 

20 Marcus George 5-10 165 RB/DB Whg Park 

22 Hunter Ferguson 6-0 230 FB Park. South 

28 Stingray Bates 5-8 181 RB/S Magnolia 

29 Jordan Sorge 5-11 170 RB/DE Whg Central 
32 Mike Koscevic 5-10 205 LB Brooke 

33 Lou Comis 5-11 210 LB/FB Madonna 
34 Nate Taylor 5-9 175 RB Tyler Cons. 
40 T.J. Howard 5-9 165 RB/SS Weir 
44 Stefan Varner 6-1 190 LB/RB J.Marshall 
46 Kyle Sims 5-11 200 OUDL Brooke 
54 Mike Lough 6•4 220 OUDL Whg Park 
58 Tevin Hall 5-9 150 WR/DB Cameron 

60 Jordan West 5-11 280 DUOL Whg Central 

66 Jake Lilly 6·3 280 OUDL Brooke 
67 Devin Harrison 6-3 270 OUDL J.Marshall 

70 Andy Huggins 5.4 235 OUDL Magnolia 

73 Rusty By:ianna 6-0 260 OUDL Whg Park 
78Christian McGaughey 6-3 315 OUDI Madonna 

80 Gnttin Yocum 6-0 175 WR/P J.Marshall 

82 Jared Blatt 6-5 220 TE/DL Magnolia 

85 Alex Gompers 5-10 170 WR Whg Central 

88 Tyler Reed 6-3 170 WR/DB Oak Glen 

93 Sam Robinson 6-5 225 DE/WR J. Marshall 

Golf 
Overnight lodging packages starting at $105! 

A •;,)unc .. .:,f E! no es with cart privileges fol ow ::, by- a 
• rF>,i\1'.1"9 ;;,,,ern1ght stay and a breakfast blt.tet . 

"nteptrpeBl)n, battd on rioubl• (l(CU!),mcy . 
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Ohio captains 
set to lead 
Buckeyes 

OVAC Cheerleaders 

• Banks, Cook, Pyciak, Spence 
voted by teammates to lead 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times LMder Sports Editor 

If the honor of being selected to play in tonight's 65th 
annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Classic 
wasn·t already enough. four Ohio players learned late 
Thursday they·d been given another honor. 

St. Clairsville's Logan Cook. Steubenville's Jordan 
Banks and Buckeye Local's Bobby Spence and Rylan 
Pyciak were voted. by their team- -
mates. as team captains for tonight's 
game at Wheeling Island Stadium. 
which 1s slated for a 7: 15 p.m. kick­
off. 

··we·ve got a bunch of eood kids 
on this team and I would have been 
happy with whomever the kids select­
ed." Pobolish said. "This i~ their team 
and I think they made ,ome fine 
selection~ of young men who will lead 
u~ well." 

Cook is one of the rare placekick 
er~ to be voted a!, a team captain in __ B_A_N_K_S_~ 
this all-c;tar game. However. accord­
ing to the coaching staff. he· s con 
stantly involved in drills and cheering 
on his teammates. which obviously 
rubbed off. 

·Thi~ i~ juc;t a great honor knowing 
that I've earned the respect of my 
teammates m le!>s than a week:· Cook 
said. "I hope I can lead them right." 

Cook admits he·s not the most 
vocal guy. bu! he·s worked hard since 
arrivi ng at West Liberty University .__...-_ 
Sunday. 

··rve been positive throughout the r-----==-----, 
week and made friends with every 
guy on the team." Cook said. "I was 
really surprised because I am just a 
kicker. but it comes down to character 
and I guess the guy:-. noticed me. I am 
very humbled ... 

The former Red Devil ~pent some 
time in the lunch room Friday talking 
to West Virginia head coach Tom 
Bruney about kicking and how 
Bruney kicked a game-winner for the 
Ohio side in 1981. 

"Honestly. I hope we·re crushing 
them and I get a chance at some long 
shots:· Cook admitted. ··1r I get the 
chance. it's a kicker"s dream 10 get a 
chance at the long ball." 

Pyciak has also been a standout 
during the week' much like he was in 
both football and wrestling at 

OVAC Youth 
camp today at 
Island Stadium 

Buckeye Local. All of the future OV AC 
Along with learning he'd be <;tart- All -Stars will have a 

mg. at a defen~1ve end. Pyciak was chance to hone their skills 
truly honored to be picked by his this afternoon at Wheeling 
teammates . 

.. I can't wait to lead this team into Island Stadium. 
battle:· Pyciak sa id ... There aren •1 In conjunction with the 
words to explain 1t. To be chosen as one of the four from 65th annual Rudy Mumley 
all of these guys is just an honor more than anything.'· OV AC All-Star _Charity 

Knowing that his teammate<; and not his former coach- Football Classic, . t~e 
es at Buckeye Local made the selection makes it even • Su~way Youth Clinic 
sweeter for the future Baldwin-Wallace athlete. Sen es presents the Free 

.. I don·I look at myself as a very vocal and oubtanding oy ,:\C Youth Football 
per~on. but I just try to lead by example," Pyciak said. "It Chmc. . . . 
makes me feel great that people followed my example. I The chmc 1s _open to all 
was captain at Buckeye. but here everyone was a leader area boys ~nd girls ages 6-
on their team." I 3 and will run from I -

Banks came to OVAC camp with the ,;ame mentality 2: 30 p.m_. at Wheeling 
which was in$tilled on him at Big Red by head coach Island S~d~um •. 
Reno Saccoccia and his teammates noticed. The chmc will be run by 

Banks will be one of the Ohio defensive starters the coaching staffs of 
tonight and he ·s spent much of the week practicing as if it Wheeling Park and Beth~y 
was alreadv Sunday. of which many Ohio players served College. The camp will 
not.ice. , consist of fundamental 

.. , was taught to do that at Steubenville Big Red.'' instruction and is geared to 
Banks admitted. " We 're always I IO percent and Coach help build children's self­
Saccoccia wouldn't have it any other way. but having the esteem. 
ability to lead ls something inside of you and I guess I There is no contact in 
showed that this week." the camp. but parents are 

It's been quite a week for Spence. He's been ques- asked to have insurance and 
tioned about his ankle. Pobolish's last go-around and no:,v be present today to sign a 
he· s a captain for the Buckeyes after a prep season m waiver form. 
which he did basically everything but sell popcorn for the Registration will be 

• Panthers. taken from noon until 
. "ll's really_ speci~l to be a rnptain b~~ause of the_ rel~- 12:45 p.m. at the stadium. 

t1onsh1ps we ve built here th,-; week . Spence !>atd. I For more information 
know J am going to love playing with these guys because visit www.ovac.org dr call 
I already love practicing with them. I hope I can fulfill all James Companion at 304-
of the team ·s needs as a captain and plan on doing the 639-12 38. 
best I can." 

Spence never once went through a drill or practice 
expecting he'd be voted a captain . 

.. I am definitely happy to be one:· Spence said. " I 
don· t know if being a captain creates anymore pressure. 
L .. • ~. - · d .-.. .......,,.... u • n .... t f,--,, h.i.lri n"\\ ,~#lm r'l"'l')tP " f\11t ~ lnt 

OLYMPIC 
TAE KWON DO 

ACADEMY 
Arm Your Child 

With ~QJf EgfoQm 

Tae Kwon Do 

s1995 SPECIAL 
lnciudes Uniform, 
Belt & 2 Classes 

CLASSES AVAILABLE FOR 
CHILDREN & ADULTS 

119 E. Main St, St. Clairsville 

695-2997 

PICTURED IS the 
2010 Ohio OVAC 
All-Star Cheering 
Squad. Front row, 
from left, are 

.... ~ .. Shelby Bartrug 
.... ~ • (Buckeye Local), 
1 ~ Leandra Winland 

{Meadowbrook), 
Morgan Pryor 

, {Barnesville) and 
Marissa Lagon 
(Bridgeport). 
Standing, from 
left, are Alisha 
Ensell 
{Steubenville), 
Jalynn Keyser 
(Bellaire), Bailey 
Sickles 
(Steubenville 
Central), Emily 
Tennant (St. 
Clairsvtlle) and 
Kristy Smith 
(River). 

PICTURED IS 
the 2010 West 
Virginia OVAC 
All-Star Cheering 
Squad. Front row, 
from left, are 
Cierra Huntsman 
(Wheeling Park}, 
Megan Curtis 
(Linsly), Morgan 
Dawson 

___ _... (Magnolia} and 
Anjelica Trinone 
(Oak Glen). 
Second row, from 
left, are 
Stephanie West 
(Paden City), 
Rebecca Blair 
(Magnolia} and 
Linden Nelson 
(Linsly). Absent 
was Amanda 
Tallman (Paden 
City). 

mRYWEDNESDAY 
LADIES NIGHT 

KARAOKE WITH PAUL GILLISPIE 

Robert E. Murray, 
Chairman, President 

and CEO 

Murray Energy Corporation 
and our independent operating subsidiaries are proud to provide Ohio with: 

• 1,326 local high-paying direct 10bs that suppon up lo 15.000 secondary Jobs 
• Nearly $1()() mmion in wages and benefits each year 
, More than $200 million annually in supplies, capital expenditures, infrastructure creation and taxes 10 local. slate and federal agencies 
• A commitment to safety that ,s second-lo-none 

American Energy Corporation • The Ohio Valley Coal Company 
OhioAmerica Energy, Inc. • The Ohio Valley Transloading Company 
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uswell. ~ 
Cook is one of the rare placekick-

ers to be voted as a team captain in BANKS 
this all-star game. However. accord­
ing to the coaching staff. he·s con­
stantly involved in drills and cheering • 
on his teammates. which obviously 
rubbed off. 

"This is just a great honor knowing 
that I ·ve earned the respect of my 
teammates in le~s than a week.'' Cook 
said. ··1 hope I can lead them right." 

Cook admits he's not the most 
vocal guy. but he·s worked hard since 
arriving at West Liberty University -~~• 

COOK Sunday. 
·-rve been positive throughout the.------­

week and made friends with every 
guy on the team." Cook said. "I was 
really surprised because I am just a 
kicker. but it comes down to character 
and I guess the guys noticed me. I am 
very humbled.'' 

The former Red Devil spent some 
time in the lunch room Friday talking 
to West Virginia head coach Tom 
Bruney about kicking and how 
Bruney kicked a game-winner for the 
Ohio side in 1 981. 

"Honestly. I hope we ·re crushing 
them and I get a chance at some long 
shoti->." Cook admitted. "If I get the 
chance. 11's a kicker's dream to get a 
chance at the long ball.'' 

Pyciak has al~o been a standout 
during the week' much like he was in 
both football and wrest!tng at 
Buckeye Local. 

Along with learning he"d he <;tart­
ing at a defen,ive end. Pyc1ak wa, 
truly honored to be picked by his 
teammates. 

PYCIAK 

SPENCE "I can 't wait to lead this team into 
battle," Pyciak said. ·'There aren·t 
words to explain it. To be chosen as one of the four from 
all of these guys is j ust an honor more than anything.,. 

Knowing that his teammates and not his former coach­
es at Buckeye Local made the selection makes it even 
sweeter for the future Baldwin-Wallace athlete. 

··1 don' t look at myself as a very vocal and outstanding 
person. but I j ust try to lead by example;· Pyciak said. "It 
makes me feel great that people followed my example. I 
was captain at Buckeye. but here everyone was a leader 
on their team ... 

Banks came to OVAC camp with the same mentality 
which was instilled on him at Big Red by head coach 
Reno Saccoccia and his teammates noticed. 

Banks wlll be one of the Ohio defem,ive starters 
tonight and he·s spent much of the week practicing as if it 
was already Sunday. of which many Ohio player~ served 
notice. 

··1 was taught to do that at Steubenville Big Red.'' 
Banks admitted. ··we 're always 1 IO percent and Coach 
Saccoccia wouldn ·1 have it any other way. but having the 
ability to lead i~ something inside of you and I guess I 
showed that thi~ week.'' 

11·~ been quite a week for Spence. He's been ques­
tioned about his ankle. Pobohsh 's la~t go-around and now 
he's a captain for the Buckeye!> after a prep season in 
which he did basically everything but sell popcorn for the 

• Panthers. 
"It's really special to be a captain because of the rcla­

tion,;hips we·ve built here this week.'' Spence said. ··1 
know I am going to love playing with these guys becau,e 
I already love practicing with them. I hope I can fulfill all 
of the team ·s needs as a captain and plan on doing the 
best I can.·· 

Spence never once went through a drill or practice 
expecting he'd be voted a captain. 

"I am definitely happy to be one." Spence said. "I 
don't know if being a captain creates anymore pressure. 
but it makes me want to help my teammates out a lot 
more and do something ~pecial." 

CR WINDOWS 
lndo■s qualify for the 
Energy TH Credit 

TD s 50 Bae 
Less Installation Cost 

.re ■lnco.com 

~ att g,..-us a~ ro gef )O!#' {lJO{JMle 1.lf>Jr iP.t !Je'onr it~~• 

St. Gla1rs11ille (740) 61J9.1247 
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OVAC Youth 
camp today at 
Island Stadium 

All of the future OV AC 
All - Stars wtll have a 
chance to hone their skills 
this afternoon at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

In conjunction with the 
65th annual Rudy Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Charity 
Football Classic. the 
Subway Youth Clinic 
Series presents .the Free 
OV AC Youth Football 
Clinic. 

The clinic is open to all 
area boys and girls ages 6-
1 3 and will run from l-
2: 30 p.m. at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

The clinic will be run by 
the coaching staffs of 
Wheeling Park and Bethany 
College. The camp will 
consist of fundamental 
instruction and is geared to 
help build children's self­
esteem. 

There is no contact in 
the camp. but parents are 
asked to have insurance and 
be present today to sign a 
waiver form. 

Regi stration will be 
taken from noon until 
12:45 p.m. at the stadium. 

For more information 
visit www.ovac.org or call 
Jame~ Companion at 304-
639-1238. 

OLYMPIC 
TAE KWON DO 

ACADEMY 
Arm Your Child 

With ~If fd~em 

Tae Kwon Do 

51995 SPECIAL 
Includes Uniform, 
Belt & 2 Classes 

CLASSES AVAILABLE FOR 
CHILDREN &ADULTS 

119 E. Main St., St. Clairsville 
595 .. 2997 

PICTURED IS 
the 201 Q West 
Virginia OVAC 
All-Star Cheering 
Squad. Front row, 
from left, are 
Cierra Huntsman 
(Wheeling Park), 
Megan Curtis 
(Linsly), Morgan 
Dawson 

--- --i (Magnolia) and 
Anjelica Trinone 
(Oak Glen). 
Second row, from 
left, are 
Stephanie West 
(Paden City), 
Rebecca Blair 
(Magnolia) and 
linden Nelson 
(Linsly). Absent 
was Amanda 
Tallman (Paden 
City). 

fflRY WEDNESDAY 
LADIES NIGHT 

KARAOKE WITH PAUL GllLISPIE 

Robert E. Murray, 
Chairman, President 

and CEO 

Murray Energy Corporation 
and our independent operating subsidiaries are proud to provide Ohio with: 

• 1,326 local high-paying direci 1obs that support up to 15,000 secondary 1obs 
• Nearly $100 million in wages and benefilS each year 
• More than $200 million annually 1n supplies. capital expenditures. mfrastnu;ture creation and laxes lo local. state and federal agencies 
• A commitment to safety that 1s second-to-none 

American Energy Corporation • The Ohio Valley Coal Company 
OhioAmerica Energy, Inc. • The Ohio Valley Transloading Company 
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OU'UE GOT PRIDE! 
OU'UE GOT SPIRIT! 
HOW IT HERE! 

INNING TEAM CAN DO 
= =----_:..:__:..:_ 

. . _ I .m your. vonte team, 11layer, cheerleader 
member b wishing them g • in The Times Leader on Tuesday August'24, 2(11 

HAVE YOUR GOOD Goo:~eck in 

LUCK SUNSHINE AD 
IN TO US BY WED., 

AUGUST18TH 
AT 3:00 P.M. & IT 
Ill APPEAR IN THE 

TIMES LEADER 

Your Senior 
Year! 
Love, 

Your Family 
EXAMPLE#1 $10.00 

UESDAY, AUGUST 24TH, 2010 

"'7, 

Rob 
Good Luck in 

Your Senior Year! 
Love, Your Family 
EXAMPLE #2$15.00 

HURRY! CALL THE CLASSIFIED DEPARTMENT AT 
740-833· 131l ..OR 1-800·244--5671 

The 

Good Luck m 
Your Senior Year! 
Love, Your Family 

EXAMPLE #3 $20 00 

imes Lead_ er 200 S Fourth St., Marlins Ferry 
_ _ www.timesleaderon~ne.oom ,_,,_, _ _,.,.,. 

• 



SPORTS 
THE TIMES LEADER - Sunday, July 25, 2010 • C4 

OVAC All-Star Notebook 

Ohio stars playing for dad 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

For Bobby Spence and 
Joe Rine. there·s added 
incentive along with just 
playing in the game and 
being part of their former 
prep coach Ron Pobolish·s 
last coaching assignment. 

Each of their fathers 
Rob and Chuck. respective- , 
ly - played in the OV AC 
All-Star Game and in 1979 
and 1981. respectively. 
Taking it a step further. 
both played on winning 
Buckeye squads adding to 
the pressure for their sons 
come Sunday evening. 

.. My dad and I talked 
about the game:· Spence 
said ... lt"i, pretty cool that 
1rs now like a family thing. 
He played a different role 
than I will or have because 
he·s kind of a hitting guy. 
Ever since I was liltle. foot­
ba 11" s been my favorite 
sport to play. but to know 
my dad did it too make~ it 
even more special. .. 

T•L Photo/SETH STASKEY 
PICTURED IS the 2010 Ohio OVAC All-Star Coaching Staff. Kneeling, from left, are Tom O'Connell, George 
Laase head coach Ron Pobolish, Blair Closser and Mark Spigarelli. Back row, from left, are trainer Randy 
Elliott, Gregg Bonar, Phil Pest, Nate Skrzypek, Andy Weiss and equipment manager Rodney Roe. ~. '-

Rine·s dad. ironically. 
wa~ a teammate of Bruney. 
who kicked the game-win-
n in g field coal for the 
Buckeye Staie. And laking • 
the irony a step further. 
Pobolish wa~ on the We~t 
Virginia sideline as an 
assistant thac season.· 

.. I knew Coach· Pob was 
one of the assistants. but I 
didn't realize (my dad) was 
teammate~ of Coach 
Bruney:· Rine ~aid . .. It's 
kind of funny when you 
think about it. .. 

Rine - who also took 
part in the basketball all­
star game this past April -
has heard plenty of stories 
from his dad about his 
experiences both in the 
football and basketball 
games. 
- .. My dad still remembers 
most of everything that 
happened in those games.·· 
Rine said. '·It's just really 
special to be able to meet 
all of these guy~ and play 
with them. but since my 
dad accomplished it too 
makes it even better and 
gives us something to talk 

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 

PICTURED IS the 2010 West Virginia OVAC All-Star Coaching Staff. Kneeling, from left, are Mike Wagner, 
head coach Tom Bruney and Frank Sisinni. Back row, from left, are Stuart Goldstein, Troy Fetty, trainer 
Amber Herback, Scott Joseph and Paul Julio. 

about.·· -
Two players on the same 

prep team and now same 
all-star team with fathers in 
the OV AC game is quite a 
story in and of itself. 

··1 guess we·ve got ~ome 
good gene~ out our way:· 
Rine said. 

••• 
NEED A RIDE? When 

the players reported to 
camp last Sunday. Ohio 
head coach Ron Pobolish 
offered to ride his next­
door neighbor to West 
Liberty University. 

Pobolish - who lives in 
Moundsville - brought 
former John Marshall 
standout and West Virginia 
receiver Stefan Varner to 
camp. 

··stefan hurt us 
immensely when we played 
them (during the regular 
season).'. Pobolish said ... , 
think he's a tremendous tal­
ent and I hope he saves 
some of that for old coach 
and h1., old friend.'' 

••• CELEBRATION 

PLANS: Buckeye Local's 
Brandon Bartrug knows 
tonighl's game will be the 
last time he play:- the game 
he loves. Preparing for the 
opportunity mentally. 
Bartrug has gone ov·er 
countless scenarios where 
he makes a big play to help 
the Buckeye State get a vic­
tory. 

··You could see a back 
flip or something if I can 
score.·· Bart rug joked. 
.. Being able to scor~ or help 
Ohio win would be one of 
the best experiences of my 
life and a memory I will 
have forever.'" 

••• FAMILY AFFAIR: It 
will be just that for the 
Haught family of. Brooke 
County. Former OV AC 
All-Star Chad Haught will 
be recognized during the 
second_ half for his I 0-year 
reunion from the Class of 
2000. Meanwhile. his sis­
ter_ Alexis. is a member of 
the McDonald's OVAC 
All-Siar Band. 

••• 
HAIR CUT ANYONE? 

If any of the West Virginia 

players found themselves in ■ ■ ■ 
need of a-trim this week. ALWAYS COMP.ET-
they dictn·t have to look ING: It doesn't matter what 
very far. After the game or ~port is when 
Wednesday·s George you·ve got a bunch of ath-
Strager Evening With the letes hanging out in a dorm 
S1ars dinner. Max Nogay's several competitions have 
mother :-- Robin - gave been ongoing. Several Ohio 
him his hair trimmer as he players have indicated this 
had requested. According week that there have been 
to his dad. Mike. his hair several card tournaments 
had gotten too long and and video !!ame tourna­
some of the other players ments being held. 
were going to follow in .. We've got a couple 
Nogay·s lead with the buzz tournaments going on.'' 
cut for tonight's game. said St. Clairsville·:~ Seth 

■ ■ ■ Callarik. ·'We played Call 
HONORARY OFFI- of Duty. College Football 

CIAL: Many people are and then there are some 
needed to make an event heated card games going on 
like the Rudy Mumley at the same time. It's all 
OV AC All-Star Charity part of the team bonding: · 
Football Classic go off ■■■ 
without a hitch. One man DURING THE pep rally 
who's been with the game. Saturday. four $500 schol­
almost every step of the arships were presented. 
way is former Brooke High Two Ohio and West 
athletic director and Virginia players were both 
Bridgeport graduate Ron recognized. Receiving the 
Mauck. Mauck - for Rudy Mumley Memorial 
whom the OV AC Wrestling Scholarship were Buckeye 
Tournament is named - Lo car~ Brandon Bart rug 
will be honored tonight as and Madonna·\ Max 
the honorary official during Nogay. The recipient'> of 
the pre-game ceremonies. the Ron Mauck Scholar 

Athlete Award were Nate 
Maleskr of Bridgeport and 
Cotey Wallace of Brooke. 

••• THE PLAYERS from 
the :woo game will be rec­
ogmzed in the ~econd half 
during their. I 0-year 
reunion. 

Returning from Ohio 
are: Joey Gallagher 
(Barnesville). Justin Homer 
(Bellaire). Frankie Hibbitts 
<Bellaire). Drew Spencer 
(Bellaire). Matt DeVore 
(Bridgeport). Josh Ludwig 
(East Liverpool). Zac 
Bruney (Martins Ferry). 
Tony Collette (Martins 
Ferry). Jay Agnew (Martins 
Ferry). Jeremy Beardmore 
(Monroe Central). Ryan 
Doran (Steubenville ) and 
John Jones (Steubenville. 

The Ohio coaching staff 
was made up of Jay 
Circosta. Pat Singleton. 
Rick Prescott. - Greg 
Schumacher. Dave 
Schuerman. 

Two Ohio queens wi ll 
also return this evening. 
They are Rachael Miller 
(Barnewille) and Melissa 
Dunfee-Luyster (Union 
Local). 

• Column------------------------
continued from Page C2 

play of the final drive which led to Bruney·s their prep careers before going on to standout All-Star Game played at Harding Stadium. 
kick. Division I careers at West Virginia and Virginia Since then. it's made a permanent home at 
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OVAC McDonald's 
All-Star Band 

BARNESVILLE - Melanie 
Call han. Alex Davidson, Paige 
Duffy, Abby Faldowsk1, Hanna 
Lucas. Stacey Meadows, Laura 
Winland, Lucas Woofter. 
BEALLSVILLE - Andrew 
Emrick, Rachel Emrick. 
BELLAIRE - Stacie Brown, 
Joe Carpenter, Emily Crow, 
Paige Hyatt, Bre Jeffers , 
Miranda Landers. Kylee 
Lashhorn, Michael Murphy, 
Alyssa Rushman, Kylie 
Seevers. Emily Shaffer. Sara 
Swoyer, Nicole Taylor, Kim 
Tennant, Kyla Tennant, 
Rheeana Wade. 
BRIDGEPORT - Melissa 
Bowers, Shayna Fischer. Beth 
Kalinowski, Taylor Kies, 
Nichole Lewis, Brittany 
Stanton. Jenna Strauss. Gabby 
Teasdale, Taylor Yeator. 
BROOKE - Samantha Alkire. 
April Baumgartner, Shannon 
Cashdollar, Tyler Cooper, 
Nuncia Filippelli, Alexis Haught, 
Robert Hicks. Jacob Hruschak, 
Jessica Kuna , Elizabeth 
Kyanko, Mark Lewis, Seth 
Miller, Daniel Nixon, Kristen 
Stewart, Chelsey Swiger, Kayla 
Waite, Kaitlin Wison, Brandon 
Yost. 
BUCKEYE LOCAL - Emily 
Bodak, Alissa Bodner, Mark 
Carson, Mackenzie Casto, 
Ramsey Core. Wayne Davis, 
L indsay Dee ring, Karissa 
Emery, Brittany Feher. Austin 
Ferguson, Leah Figurski, 
Danielle Frankes, Matt Frakes. 
Jessica Frazier. Carrie George, 
Laureen Highwart, Liza Jones, 
Steven King, Josh Langsdorf, 
Tiffany Lengyel, Leah Lucarelli. 
Chelsey McCain, Emily Pasco, 
Tyler Pasco, James Piazza, 

• Aaron Stewart, Jacee Tester. 
T rista Thurston, Taylor 
Tonkovich, Devon Vogelsang. 
Bo Walker, Allison Yanssens. 
CAMERON - Brittany Neff . 
Amanda Sponaugle. 
HARRISON CENTRAL -
Misty Bradley. Kathryn 
Caldwell, Katie Erchbacher, 
Jacob Forester, Tabatha 
Hawthorne, Megan Johnson, 
Allison Knight. Jessie Kocher. 
Milayla Kovacik, Leanna May, 
Sarah McKibben, Skyler 
Nichols, James Snodgrass. 
Dylan Warner. 
INDIAN CREEK - Dan 
Aleksiejczyk. Frank 
Aleksiejczyk. Megan Anderson, 
Christina Bradley, Daniel 
Chappell , Garrett Conn , 
Nicolette Constable, Preston 
Dehamer, Hannah Eckley. 
Kayla Frazer, Jennifer Glasure, 
Jessica Glasure, Sarah Millick. 
Anthony Panebianco, Melody 
Petras, Ashleigh Polverini. 
Shawn Roe Matthew Wr ght 
JOHN MARSHALL - Daniel 
Auten. Kayla Grose. Maressa 
Sell. 
MAGNOLIA Maddie 
Bridgeman, Lindsay Cain. 
Michael Myers 
MARTINS FERRY - Ashley 
Bex , Rebecca Deaton . 
Alexandria Kish, Leigh Anne 
Lewton, Wesley Ostroff. 
Andrew Risdon, Carol Smith , 
Hillary Thorman 
MEADOWBROOK - Jared 
Wrlliams. 
RIVER - Kylie Brown, Zach 
Schnegg, Josh West, Katrina 
Whittington . 
SHADYSIDE Sarah 
Benedetta. Rowan Clouston, 
Zach Coates, Christa Frazier, 
Skyler Gibson, Rebecca 
Haney, Jay Kovalo , Zac 
Schuler, Rebecca Tomlinson. 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Nathan 
Bohach, Rebecca Clark 
Brandon Dicke rson, Caitlin 
Doty. Travis Habursky, Victoria 
Hall. Kyle Heintzman, Kim 
Horne, Clayton Kleev1c, Ethan 
Kleevic. Kelsey Pe rkins. 
Katherine Purman. Zach Ratka, 
Leandra Reed. Chris Sommers, 
Erica Strope, Zarek Wiley, 
Courtney Yeager. 
ST JOHN CENTRAL - Jamie 
Clark. 
STEUBENVILLE CENTRAL -
Regina Ande rson, Sarah 
Christ ion , Sam lvkovich. 
Rebecca McGrail. Emily 
Merriman. Mara Porco. Rachel 
Rrguard, Kimberly Vaudrain. 
STEUBENVILLE - Brran 
Falls. Julie Paprocki. 
TORONTO - Dylan Ault, 
Stephan ie Calabrese, John 
Rodesh. 
TYLER Amanda 
Goodfellow. Charlie Hamilton. 
Nichols Morris. Hannah West. 
UNION LOCAL - Jordan 
Ande rson. Danielle Barnes. 
. J~ff Arn,A.in r.hric: r.lino T iff-:>~,, 



than J will or have because 
he·s kind of a hitting guy. 
Ever since I was little. foot­
ba l I's been my favorite 
sport to play. but to know 
my dad did it too makes it 
even more ~pecia1.·· 

Rine·~ dad. ironically. 
was a teammate of Bruney. 
who kicked the game-win­
ni ng f1cld goal for the 
Buckeye State. And taking • 
the irony a step further. 
Pobolish was on the West 
Virginia sideline as an 
assistant that season. 

.. I knew Coach Pob was 
one of the assistants. but I 
didn ·1 realize (my dad) was 
teammates of Coach 
Bruney:· Rine said. "It's 
kind of funny when you 
think about i1.·· 

Rine who also took 
part in the basketball all­
star game thi.s past April -
ha~ heard plenty of stories 
from his dad about his 
experience\ both in the 
football and basketball 
games. 

.. My dad still remembers 
most of everything that 
happened in those games:· 
Rine said. "It's just really 
special to be able to meet 
all of these guys and play 
wilh them . but since my 
dad accomplished it too 
makes it even better and 
gives us something to talk 
about." 

Two players on the same 
prep team and now same 
all-star team with fathers in 
the OV AC game is quite a 
story in and of itself. 

··1 guess we've got some 
good genes out our way," 
Rine said. 

••• NEED A RIDE? When 
the players reported to 
camp last Sunday. Ohio 
head coach Ron Pobolish 
offered to ride his next­
door neighbor to West 
Liberty University. 

Poboli-,h who lives in 
Mound~ville - brought 
former John Marshall 
standout and West Virginia 
receiver Stefan Varner to 
camp. 

.. Stefan hurt us 
immen~ely when we played 
them (during the regular 
season ):· Poboh~h ~aid . .. , 
think he's a tremendou~ tal­
ent and I hope he ~aves 
some of that for old coach 
and his old friend.'" 

••• C ELEBRATION 

uvv~,~, ~ ----'''- _,.,., 1 

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 

PICTURED IS the 2010 Ohio OVAC All-Star Coaching Staff. Kneeling, from left, are Tom O'Connell, George 
Laase head coach Ron Pobolish, Blair Closser and Mark Spigarelli. Back row, from left, are trainer Randy 
Elliott, Gregg Bonar, Phil Pest, Nate Skrzypek, Andy Weiss and equipment manager Rodney Roe. 

Bodak. Alissa Bodner, Mark 
Carson, Mackenzie Casto. 
Ramsey Core, Wayne Davis, 
Lindsay Deering , Karissa 
Emery, Brittany Feher, Austin 
Ferguson, Leah Figurski, 
Danielle Frankes, Matt Frakes, 
Jessica Frazier, Came George, 
Laureen Highwart, Liza Jones, 
Steven King, Josh Langsdorf, 
Tiffany Lengyel, Leah Lucarelli, 

.. Chelsey McCain, Emily Pasco, 
Tyler Pasco, James Piazza, 
Aaron Stewart, Jacee Tester, 
Trista Thu rston, Taylor 
Tonkovich, Devon Vogelsang, 
Bo Walker, Allison Yanssens. 
CAMERON - Brittany Neff, 
Amanda Sponaugle. 
HARRISON CENTRAL -
Misty Bradley, Kathryn 
Caldwe ll, Katie Erchbacher, 
Jacob Fo rester, Tabatha 
Hawthorne, Megan Johnson, 
Allison Knight, Jessie Kocher, 
M layla Kovacik, Leanna May, 
Sarah McKibben, Skyler 
Nichols, James Snodgrass , 
Dylan Warner. 

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY 

PICTURED IS the 2010 West Virginia OVAC All-Star Coaching Staff. Kneeling, from left, are Mike Wagner, 
head coach Tom Bruney and Frank Sisinni. Back row, from left, are Stuart Goldstein, Troy Fetty, trainer 
Amber Herback, Scott Joseph and Paul Julio. 

INDIAN CREEK - Dan 
Aleksiejczyk, Frank 
Aleksiejczyk, Megan Anderson, 
Christina Bradley, Daniel 
Chappell , Garrett Conn, 
Nicolette Constable, Preston 
Dehamer, Hannah Eckley, 
Kayla Frazer, Jennifer Glasure, 
Jessica Glasure, Sarah Millick, 
Anthony Panebianco, Melody 
Petras, Ashleigh Pol11enn1, 
Shawn Roe. Matthew Wr ght. 
JOHN MARSHALL - Darnel 
Auten, Kayla Grose, Maressa 
Sell 

PLANS: Buckeye Local's 
Brandon Bartrug knows 
tonight's game will be the 
last time he plays the game 
he loves. Preparing for the 
opportunity mentally. 
Bartrug has gone ov·er 
countless scenarios where 
he makes a big play to help 
the Buckeye State get a vic­
tory. 

"You could see a back 
flip or something if I can 
score." Bartrug joked. 
"Being able to scor\: or help 
Ohio win would be one of 
the best experiences of my 
life and a memory I will 
have forever:· 

••• FAMILY AFFAIR: It 
will be just that for the 
Haught family of Brooke 
County. Former OV AC 
All-Star Chad Haught will 
be recognized during the 
~econd half for his I 0-year 
reunion from the Class of 
2000. Meanwhile. his ~is­
Ler. Alexis. is a member of 
the McDonald ·s OV AC 
All-Star Band. 

••• HAIR CUT ANYONE? 
If any of the We~t Virginia 

players found themselves in ■■■ 
need of a trim this week. A(WA YS COMP.ET-
they didn't have to look ING: It doesn't matter what 
very far. After the game or sport is when 
Wednesday·s George you·ve got a bunch of ath-
Strager Evening With the letes hanging out in a dorm 
Stars dinner. Max Nogay·s several competitions have 
mother - Robin - gave been ongoing. Several Ohio 
him his hair trimmer as he players have indicated this 
had requested. According week that there have been 
to his dad. Mike. his hair several card tournaments 
had gotten too long and and video game tourna­
some of the other players ments being held. 
were going to follow in ··We've got a couple 
Nogay's lead with the buzz tournaments going on ... 
cut for tonight"s game. said St. Clairsville·s Seth 

■ ■■ Callarik. ''We played Call 
HONORARY OFF!- of Duty. College Football 

CIAL: Many people are and then there are some 
needed to make an event heated card games going on 
like the Rudy Murnley at the same time. It's all 
OVAC All-Star Charity partoftheteambonding." 
Football Classic go off ■■■ 
without a hitch. One man DURING THE pep rally 
who's been with the game , Saturday. four $500 schol­
almost every step of the arship,; were presented . 
way i~ former Brooke High Two Ohio and West 
athletic director and Virginia players were both 
Bridgeport graduate Ron recognized. Receiving the 
Mauck. Mauck for Rudy Muml ey Memorial 
whom the OV AC Wre~tling Scholarship were Buckeye 
Tournament is named - Local ·s Brandon Bartrug 
will be honored tonight as and Madonna· s Max 
the honorary official during Nogay. The recipients of 
the pre-game ceremonies. the Ron Mauck Scholar 

Athlete Award were Nate 
Maleski of Bridgeport and 
Cotey Wallace of Brooke. 

••• THE PLAYERS from 
the 2000 game will be rec­
ognized in the second half 
during their. I 0-year 
reunion. 

Returning from Ohio 
are: Joey~ Gallagher 
(Barnesville). Justin Homer 
(Bellaire). Frankie Hibbitts 
(Bellaire). Drew Spencer 
(Bellaire). Matt DeVore 
(Bridgeport). Josh Ludwig 
(East Liverpool). Zac 
Bruney (Martins Ferry}, 
Tony Col l ette (Martins 
Ferry}. Jay Agnew (Martins 
Ferry). Jeremy Beardmore 
(Monroe Central). Ryan 
Doran (Steubenville) and 
John Jones (Steubenville. 

The Ohio coaching staff 
wa~ made up of Jay 
Circosta . Pat Singleton. 
Rick Prescott. ~ Greg 
Schumacher. Dave 
Schuerman. 

Two Ohio queens will 
also return this evening _ 
They are Rachael Miller 
(Barnesvil le) and Melissa 
Dunfee-Luy~tcr (Union 
Local). 

MAGNOLIA . Maddie 
Bridgeman, Lindsay Cain, 
Michael Myers. 
MARTINS FERRY - Ashley 
Bex, Rebecca Deaton. 
Alexandria Kish Leigh Anne 
Lewton. Wesley Ostroff, 
Andrew Risdon. Carol Smith, 
Hillary Thorman. 
MEADOWBROOK - Jared 
Williams. 
RIVER - Kylie Brown, Zach 
Schnegg, Josh West, Katrina 
Whittington . 
SHADYS-IDE Sarah 
Benedetta. Rowan Clouston, 
Zach Coates, Christa Frazier. 
Skyler Gibson. Rebecca 
Haney, Jay Ko11alo, Zac 
Schuler, Rebecca Tomlinson. 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Nathan 
Bohach. Rebecca Clark, 
Brandon Dickerson, Caitlin 
Doty, Tra111s Habursky, Victoria 
Hall, Kyle Heintzman. Kim 
Horne, Clayton Kleevic, Ethan 
Klee11ic, Kelsey Perkins. 
Katherine Purman, Zach Ralka. 
Leandra Reed, Chris Sommers. 
Erica Strope, Zarek Wiley, 
Courtney Yeager 
ST. JOHN CENTRAL - Jamie 
Clark. 
STEUBENVILLE CENTRAL -
Regina Anderson, Sarah 
Christion, Sam lvkovIch, 
Rebecca McGrail, Emily 
Merriman, Mara Porco, Rachel 
Riguard, Kimberly Vaudrain. 
STEUBENVILLE - Brian 
Falls, Julie Paprocki. 

• Column-----------------------
TORONTO - Dylan Aull, 
Stephanie Calab rese, John 
Rodesh. 
TYLER Amanda 
Goodfellow, Charlie Hamilton, 
Nichols Morris, Hannah West. Continued from Page C2 

play of the final drive which led to Bruney·s 
kick. 

Heck. he even remembers where he was sit­
ting in Wheeling Island Stadium that night. 

Those are the kind of memories that the 
OVAC game creates. 

Some of the recent memories include: 
■ Ohio winning 6-3 in 2007 after Bellaire 

High product Nick Rocchio hooked up with 
Steubenville·s Maurice Bougard for the only 
touchdown of the game m the closing moments 
to.stun the Mountaineers. 

■ West Virginia snapping its I 0-game los­
ing streak in 2004 when now retired Tyler 
Consolidated coach John Stender led the 
Mountaineers to a 21 -7 victory. 

■ THE 1997 game sticks out to me. I was 
entering my senior year of high \Choo! and 
watching Shadyside'~ Brad Lewis and 
Bellaire ·s Ben Taylor play for the final time in 

their prep careers before going on to standout 
Division I careers at West Virginia and Virginia 
Tech. respectively. was something I won't for­
get. 

■ IN 2000, the game was switched to a 
Saturday for a year and Circosta needed to dig 
into his bag of tricks to stay perfect in the game. 
He called for a trick play and Bellaire team­
mates of Frankie Hibbitts and Drew Spencer 
hooked up to give Ohio the 13-7 victory. 

■ IN 2006, after talking the Ball State 
coaches into it. Bellaire High's Nate Dav.is 
returned from Muncie to take part in the game 
he grew up dreaming of playing in. Former 
Bridgeport High and current Cambridge head 
coach Rick Goodrich couldn't have been happi­
er as Davis and Harrison Central' s Willy 
Walker hooked up to help give Ohio a 22-0 
blanking. 
■ THE I 98 7 game was the final OV AC 

All -Star Game played at Harding Stadium. 
Since then. it ' s made a permanent home at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. I remember that 
because my cousin. Susan Kennedy of St. 
Clairsville, won the Queen of Queens. 

That 198 7 game was truly my first taste of 
the OV AC All-Star weekend. 

I've been hooked ever since! 
Hopefully. the format. date. time and all of 

the events surrounding the Rudy Mumley 
Classic remain as is in these growing tough 
financial times. 

It would be a definite shame to tinker with 
something that's worked so well for so long. 
The kids growing up in the immediate area 
today will be in attendance tonight just counting 
the days until they can dawn their respective 

UNION LOCAL - Jordan 
Anderson, Danielle Barnes, 
Jeff Brown, Chris Cline, Tiffany 
Datkuliak. Arianne Grow, 
Jennifer Horne, Andy Mehler, 
Rachael Miller, Lauren Murdy, 
James Sawyers. Kane 
Schneider, Tess Sheppard, 
Janet Smith, Shannon 
Williams. 
VALLEY Eric Byard , 
Annaliese Henderson, Rachel 
Ice, Spencer Mason . Brady 
Nolan, Brenna Nolan, Ezra 
Rice, Hunter Ring, Brian Sell, 
Ashley Staley, Cassie Ueltschy, 
Sarah Wells, Tristen Willey. 
WEIR Cody Baker, 
Courtney Baker, Jessica Baker, 
Ashley Herchuck, Sara 
Holloway, Lydia Taylor. John state·s jersey. 

Sraskev can be reached at Ward. 
WHEELING PARK - Molly 
McKay, Fawn Quick. sswslay@timesleailero11Ji11e.c0111 

Welcoming New Patients! 

1sr 
.LCH0·1cE 

State of the Art Rehabilitation 
Mobility. Strength. Functionality. 

New Equipment. 
Licensed Therapists. 
One-on-One Treatments. 
Latest Technologies. 

~'!JAi&. 
cfu/,~ 

p~numl 

Horan Fa111ily 
Dentistry 

Jason B. Horan DMD General Dentist 
Offering A Full Range Of Dental Services Including Root Canals, 
Crowns, Bridges, Full Dentures & Partial Dentures, Extractions 

- 888111111 OD .. D11181 fllll ~ GISIIID8-LUll8S- , 

IAHISVIW • 1-800-292-1120 

For more information, call {740) 676-2300. 

• rampuJ 

55801 Conno-Mara Onvc Bellaire, Ohio 43906 
Phone:(740)676-2300 Fax: (740)676-1277 

www.countryclubretirementcampus.com 

Adults & Emergencies Treated Promptly 
Children 

7 40-695-4504 
Evenings 

250 W. Main SL Suite B. St. Clairsville. OH 43950 
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NICHOLES RICCHETTJ SMITH DIERKES RINE KIMBLE HARDESTY 
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PICTURED IS the Ohio squad for tonight's 65th annual Rudy Mumley All-Star Charity Football Classic at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. First row, from left, are Brandon Nicholes (Union Local), Marco Ricchetti (Martins Ferry), Dalton Smith 
(Barnesville), Derek-London Dierkes (Monroe Central), Joe Rine (Buckeye Local), Dylan Kimble (Shadyside) and Tyler 
Hardesty (Cambridge). Second row: Bobby Spence (Buckeye Local), Mickey Bednar (Steubenville Central), Tyler Arigoni 
(Union Local), Scott Peach (Edison), Seth Callarik (St. Clairsville), Brandon Bartrug (Buckeye Local), Doren Thomas {Indian 
Creek) and Devon Parson (Martins Ferry) . Third row: head coach Ron Pobolish (Buckeye Local), Josh Riggans 
(Meadowbrook), manager Matthew Barsch, Jarod Mellinger (Beallsville), Nate Maleski (Bridgeport}, manager Ryan Gossett, 
Jordan Banks (Steubenville), Jamey Devaul (Steubenville), manager Aiden Lucey, Jake' Mallernee (Harrison Central), 
Bobby Bennett (Bellaire), manager Logan Barsch, Cods, Kaiser (Harrison Central). Fourth row: J.J. lntorre (Beaver Local), 
Zac WoJciechowski (Cambridge) , Trey Wiggins (Steubenville), Rylan Pyciak (Buckeye Local), Wes Rataiczak 
(Shenandoah), Michael Wayt (Indian Creek), Logan Cook (St. Clairsville) and Jordan Burress (Martins Ferry). Fifth row: 
assistant coach Gregg Bonar, assistant coach Phil Pest. assistant coach Mark Spigarelli, assistant coach Rodney Roe, 
assistant coach George Laase, assistant coach Blair Closser, assistant coach Tom O'Connell, assistant coach Andy Weiss, 
trainer Randy Elliott and assistant coach Nate Skrzypek. 

Ai~e you rea~dy 
for some football? 
• 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Game tonight 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

The dinner~. pageanh and the entire 
extrva!!,an7a. which .\urround)> the Rudv 
Mumley OV AC All-Star football game are 
great event.-. . which leave l_asting mcmone.-. 

. for all of those involved. 
Howe.-er, for the ~ome 60 football play­

ers who" \•e been in camp for a week. bat­
tling through the heat and humidity. it· s 
time to !!Ct down to bu:,iness. 

Gam-e day for the 65th annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Football 
Cla~sic has finally arrived. 

.. I think we·re prepared offensively. 
defen~1vely and on special teams. but you 
never know:· said Ohio head coach Ron 
Poboli sh. ··we've got a great deal of 
respect for West Virginia. I know a lot of 
people think (Ohio) is a definitive favorite. 
but it" s a year-to-year thing with some 
a~pech that you can't predict. We've got to 
be ready to play (tonight) at 

PBEIENfED IY . 
~ llffl1Huntmgton 

there's no telling what they're going to do:· 
Bruney said. "They could be as extreme as 
going from the Wing-T to the spread and 
no-back offense. With those extremes. it's 
been tough to prepare for since it's two 
totally different teams. We've tried to build 
a package where we could see either. or 
both. and feel like we·re going to be 
:,ound.'' 

7: 15.'' ~---- - - ---, 
Kickoff in the annual bi- OVAC FOOTBALLL 

The Buckeyes· offense 
will be led by Monroe 
Central· s Derek-London 
Dierkes with Barne!>ville·s 
Dalton Smith serving as the 
primary back-up. 

state cla:,h i), ~lated for 7: 15 Who: Ohio vs. West 
p.m .. but pre-game fe:.tivi- Virginia 
ties begin at 6:30 p.m. and When: Tonight, 7:15 
player introduct10m are Where: Wheeling Island 
slated for 7 p.m. Stadium 

••T l, ; . h .. h~A n ~ r o•dl.. Tickets: Available at the 

·'When you're mixing in 
as many guys as we want to. 
♦ ~ m ; ... . ,. ~ ".::a. ,~ h~r-" m o ~in 

anchor the Ohio line at the center spot. 
He'll be flanked by Bridgeport's Nate 
Maleski and • Cambridge· s Zach 
Wojch1echowski. Penciled in to start at 
tackle are Bellaire·s Bobby Bennett and 
Martins Ferry"s Jordan Burress. 

'Tm not sure how our line is going to 
perform. but with tho.1.e guys up there. I 
like them a lot." Pobolish said. ··watching 
the~e guys practice and looking at their 
size. I like what I see.'· 

St. Clairsville'.s Logan Cook will handle 
all of the place kicking ·duties. while 
Buckeye Local's Bobby Spence, has earned 
the punting job. Harrison Central 's Cody 
Kaiser is the long snapper. • 

·-rve said all week that this is a great 
group of kids and our coaches did a great 
job of selecting them and their respective 
high school coaches did a great job of nom­
inatin!! them:' Pobolish said. "Now. we·ve 
got to see what kind of game heart they 
have. and I can ·1 answer that. I am sure 
some guy,; will play like we never thought 
they were capable of and some will be a let 
down. but I really like our defensive peo• 
pie." 

The West Virginia offense is triggered 
by Brooke High's Cotey Wallace. who 
Bruney ha~ said on countless occassions 
knows the system better th an himself. 
\\/nll o""""' ... .., .... ,_--,._,.........,. .. ,.,, th ....... I f\(\f\ ,,. , ,...,~ •• •~...,.,~ 
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PICTURED IS the Ohio squad for tonight's 65th annual Rudy Mumley AU-Star Charity Football Classic at Wheeling Island 

Stadium. First row. from left, are Brandon Nicholes (Union Local), Marco Ricchetti (Martins Ferry), Dalton Smith 

(Barnesville). Derek-London Dierkes (Monroe Central), Joe Rine (Buckeye Local), Dylan Kimble (Shadyside) and Tyler 

Hardesty (Cambridge). Second row: Bobby Spence (Buckeye Local), Mickey Bednar (Steubenville Central), Tyler Arigoni 

(Union Local), Scott Peach (Edison}, Seth Callarik (St. Clairsville), Brandon Bartrug (Buckeye Local), Doren Thomas (Indian 

Creek) and Devon Parson (Martins Ferry). Third row: head coach Ron Pobolish (Buckeye Local), Josh Riggans 

.r....i-•ih,r!.J:ld (Meadowbrook), manager Matthew Barsch, Jarod Mellinger (Beallsville), Nate Maleski (Bridgeport), manager Ryan Gossett, 

Jordan Banks (Steubenville), Jamey Devaul (Steubenville), manager Aiden Lucey, Jake· Mallernee (Harrison Central), 

. Bobby Bennett (Bellaire), manager Logan Barsch, Cody Kaiser (Harrison Central). Fourth row: J.J. lntorre (Beaver Local), 

Zac WoJciechowski (Cambridge) , Trey Wiggins (Steubenville), Rylan Pyciak (Buckeye Local), Wes Rataiczak 

(Shenandoah), Michael Wayt (Indian Creek}, Logan Cook (St. Clairsville) and Jordan Burress (Martins Ferry). Fifth row: 

assistant coach Gregg Bonar, assistant coach Phil Pest, assistant coach Mark Spigarelli, assistant coach Rodney Roe, 

assistant coach George Laase, assistant coach Blair Closser, assistant coach Tom O'Connell, assistant coach Andy Weiss. 

trainer Randy Elliott and assistant coach Nate Skrzypek. 

Are you re ady 
for some football? 
• 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Game tonight 
By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Edltor 

The dinner~. pageant\ and the entire 
extrrnganza. which surrounds the Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All -Star football game are 
great evenb. which leave l_astmg memories 

1 

for all of tho~e involved. 
However. for the \Orne 60 football play­

er.., .. ho·"c been in camp for a week. bat• 
tling through the heat and humidity. it".., 
time t• get down to busines~. 

Game day for the 65th annual Rudy 
Mumlcy OV AC All Star Chanty FootbJII 
Cla'.'>sic ha-; finally arrived. 

··1 think we're prepared offensively. 
defensively and on special teams. but you 
never know:· said Ohio head coach Ron 
Pobolish. ··we·ve got a great deal of 
respect for West Virginia. I know a lot of 
people think (Ohio) i, a definitive favorite. 
but 11''> a year-to-year thing with ~ome 
aspects that you can·t predict. we·ve got to 

there ·s no telling what they"re gorng 10 do:· 
Bruney said ·They could be as extreme al, 
going from the Wing-T to the i.pread and 
no-back offense. With those extremes. if, 
been tough to prepare for since it'i, two 
totally different teams. we·ve tried to build 
a package where we could see either. or 
both. and feel like we·re going to be 
-;ounct:· 

be read> to pla) (tonight) at The Bucke_yes· offense 
7: 1 s: · ,------- will be led by Monroe 

Kickot1 111 the annual b1 OVAC FOOTBALLL Central·s Derek London 
'>tale clash is ,lated for 7: 15 Who: Ohio vs. West Dierke~ with Barnesv11le's 

p.m .. but pre-game festi vi- Virginia Dallon Smith serving as the 
ties begin at 6:30 p.m. and When: Tonight, 7:15 primal} back-up. 
player introductrnn, are Where: Wheeling Island "When you·re mixing in 

slated for 7 p.m. Stadium as man) guys as we want to . 
.. Thi, ha, been a really Tickets: Available at the timing doe, become an 

fun week.'" 'iaid West gate for $10 i'>SUC at times:· Pobol1sh 
Virgmia and Brooke High Radio: AM 1600 said. ··1 like the group of 
head coach Tom Bruney. Television: WTOV-9 kids wc·rc putting on the 
··Earl y 1n the week. you .._ ________ __, field.'" 

worry about what you·re The Ohio quarterbacks will ha\'e a 
1?01ng to !!et in and if thev·re !!0ing to plethora of target~ at then disposal. 
under,tand. but it"s like coaching your own Pobohsh indicated the Buckeyes will play 
team in Augu,t. Eventually. the lightbulb as many a-; nine receivers However. 
clicks on and they understand what you·re Steubenvilte·s Trey Wiggins. 

trying lo do:· Shenandoah's Wes Rata1czak and Union 
The tough part of all-star games is Local's Brandon Nichole, will be the 

preparing for the other te.1m. Neither coach .. ,tarters:· 
ha'.'> ba!-ically any idea of what to expect Martin~ Ferrv·, Devon Par~ons has won 
from the other thb evening_ the fullback JOb with Indian Creek\ Doren 

anchor the Ohio line at the center spot. 
He'll be flanked by Bridgeport's Nate 
Maleski and Cambridge·s Zach 
Wojchiechowski. Penciled in to start at 
tackle are Bellaire's Bobby Bennett and 
Martins Ferry·s Jordan Burre-,s. 

·-rm not sure how our l ine is gomg to 
perform. but with tho~e guys up there. I 
like them a lot." Pobolish said. "Watching 
these guys practice and looking at their 
'>1ze. I like what I see: · 

St. Clairsville's Logan Cook will handle 
all of the place-kicking dut1e~. while 
Buckeye Locars Bobby Spenca has earned 
the punting Job. Harrison Centrars Cody 
Kni,er is the long snapper. 

·-rve said all week that this jl, a great 
group of kids and our coaches did a great 
job of selecting them and their rel,pective 
high school coaches did a great job of nom­
inating them." Pobol1sh said. '"Now. we·ve 
got to see what kind of game heart they 
have. and I can ·1 answer that. I am sure 
,ome guys will play like we never thought 
they were capable of and some will be a let 
down. but I really like our defensive peo­
ple.·· 

The We~t Virginia offen\e is triggered 
by Brooke High's Cotey Wallace. who 
Brunev has '>aid on countless occa,sions 
knows the system bener than himself. 
Wallace ran for more than 1.000 yards and 
pas:.ed for more than 2.000 yards in JUSt 
one season under Bruney. 

··1f you look at the hbtory of this game 
- ,.md I am not saying we 're going to win 
the game - a lot of times when a coach is 
..ible to bring his quarterback. they' ve been 
successful a lot of times." Bruney noted. 
·•With Cotey running our offense it'!> made 
it simpler to put it in and install:· 

The West Virginia offensive players 
have thoroughly enjoyed Bruney·!> ,;ystem. 
which b a wide-open spread attack that 
gets many people involved. 

··A lot of the kids have said. ·boy. coach 

.:_:: --. :. ::_: 
-:-- ~ - ..... i_ 

~l ,, , 

THOMAS 

'"You think you·ve goi an idea of what Thoma, ticketed for the tailbad. ~pot. 
you·re going to ,ee. but with the \\ay Steuben, lite·-; Jame) DeVaul will 

I wish we would have ran this offen~e at 1..-;;..,,...,.;.::;:a. 

Coai..·h Pobolish put hll, .,taft together. See, OVAC, Page C2 PARSON 

INTORRE KAISER BENNETT MALLERNEE DEVAUL BANKS MALESKI MELLINGER RIGGANS 

■ 



SPORTS 

Bruney, 
Circosta 
·recall '81 
Ohio win 

There have been countless memories 
formed at the Rudy Mumley OV AC All­
Star Classic over the course of time. 

Regardless if you've attended the 
extravaganza for the game. the Queen of 
Queens. the McDonald's OV AC AlJ--Star ,., 
Band or cheerleaders. there·s a year that 
sticks in your memory. 
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It's those kinds of memories iz:= ~~ 1t5i .. • 
and events. which make 'lf:r- • •• • -· 
tonight's game - bar . . . . ' T-LPhoto/SETH STASKEY 
none _ the crown jewel PICTURED_ IS the West V1rg1rna squad for tonights 65th annual Rudy Mumley All-Star Charity Football Classic at Wheeling 
of sporting events in the Island St~d1um. Front row, from le~, are Cotey W~llace (BrC?ok~). Max Nogay (Madonna), Seth Barnhart (Oak Glen), Craig 
Ohio Valley. Kuhar (Lmsly), ?ach Hood (Wheelmg Central), Michael ~ohnan (South) and manager Rocco Bruney, Second.row: Marcus 

Whether it's a memo- George_ (Wheeling Park), Hu~ter Ferguson (South), Stmgray Bates (Magnolia), Jordan Sorge (Wheeling Central), Mike 
rable play. a memorable Koscev1c (Brooke), Lou Com1s (Madonna), Nate Taylor {Tyler) and manager Niko Bruney. Third row: head coach Tom 
victory or who won the Bru~ey (Brooke), T.J. Howard (Weir), Stefan Varner (John Marshall), Kyle Sims (Brooke), Mike Lough (Wheeling Park) 

crown at halftime. the Tev1n Hall (Cameron), Jordan West (Wheeling Central) and Jake Lilly {Brooke). Fourth row: Devin Harrison (John Marshall), 
g~me and ev_ent Andy Huggins (Magnolia), Au_sty Byhanna (Wheeling Park), Christian McGaughey (Madonna), Griffen Yocum (Joh~ 

SETH $TASKEY y1e_lds memories, Marshall), J~ued Blatt (~agnol1a), Alex Gompers {Wheeling Central), Tyler Reed (Oak Glen) and Sam Robinson (John 
from the which are talked Marshall). Fifth row: <:1ssIstant coach Paul Juho, assistant coach Mike Wagner, assistant coach Stuart Goldstein, assistant 

Press Box: about for years to coach Troy Fetty, assistant coach Scott Joseph, assistant coach Frank Sisinni and trainer Amber Helphenstine. 
come. 

Case in point is Tom Bruney. • OVA 
While the West Virginia head coach is 

hopi_ng to write a new me~ory t_his Continued from Page C1 
evenmg as he leads the Mountaineers mto 
battl_e agains~ Ohio in the 65!h annual our school,"' Bruney said. "The offense is 
versI0~ of_ this bo~der war. ~e s already fun and we'll probably have seven or eight 
got a big piece of history on his resume. different guys touch the ball in some capac-

A fter the 1980 season, then ity (tonight).~Early in the week. I didn't 
Woodsfield High head coach Jay Circosta know or think we'd be able to move the 
chose Bruney from Martins Ferry High ball (tonight). but ifs come together really 
School to serve as his placekicker. well." 

Little did Circosta know he"d be gain- The remainder of the Mountaineers' 
ing the respect and admiration of a future offensive unit has taken some time to figure 
coach in the game. out. 

"That game was a dandy." Circosta ··1 think we were still tinkering with it 
recalled. . and looking at people through Thursday, 

Accord1~g to several people. it but we're carved in stone now," Bruney 
~ppeared as 1f the game was headed for a said . .. Only area still questionable is proba­
tle. . . . . bly on the right side of our line where 

Ohio held West V1rg1ma and got the we· ve got three o uys battling for two 
ball back with just a few minutes left on spots." ~ 
the clock. Circosta called for a hitch-and- Wallace will be joined in the 
go to Woodsfield's Darryl Shipp who the Mountaineer backfield by South's Hunter 
catch ~nd ~aced it deep into the Ferguson and Magnolia's Stingray Bates. 
Mountaineers ~nd of the field. Wheeling Park's Marcus George and 

. After running a few plays more. Tyler Consolidated ' s Nate Taylor will 
C1rcosta cal!ed upon Bru~ey. share time at the H-back spot. 

Bruney !med up the k1~k a~d was per- According to Bruney all of his receivers 
feet on the field goal, which hit the cross will see time and could get their hands on 
bar and deflected through the up-rights the ball. 
W:ith nine seconds to go. giving Ohio the Magnolia's Jared Blatt will start at tight­
vIctory. . . end and he' ll be joined along the front line 

Almost every year Ctrcosta gets a call by a formidable and big bunch, which is 
from Bruney on Aug. I. which was the comprised of Brooke's Jake Lilly (left tack­
date of the OVAC Game that year. le), Madonna's Christian McGaughey (left 

''I don ' t get them all. but on most guard). Magnolia·s Andrew Huggins (cen­
August fi~sts: I call Coach Circosta up ter) and on the right side the battle could go 
and ask him if he remembers where he up until game time between Park's Rusty 
was that many years ago," Bruney said. Byhanna, John Marshall's Devin Harrison 

The first time Bruney called him was and Wheeling Park's Mikey Lough. 
10 years after the game. "We' ve put in almost a week now and 

"I _re,I!lember T<?mmy was in Arizona the kids and are starting to understand and 
and Id JUSt come m the field house and see why we're doing what we're doing," 
the phone rang," Circosta said. 'This guy said Tom Bruney. "Beacuse of that. we've 
was on the other end and said. ' hey. do had some really good practices late in the 
you remember where you were IO years week in almost unbearable heat." 
ago t~day?: I said 'No. I don't.' He then From that he's seen during the week, 
explained It to me and that's become a Pobolish is extremely impressed with the 
tradition almost ever since... work of his defensive coaching staff and 

Bruney learned that trick from his players. 
uncle and OV AC Hall of Farner Fred .. When I look at our defense. I truly like 
Bruney. . . . the looks of it," Pobolish said. "We've got 

After_ he(pmg steer Oht0 State to a wm a ton of respect for Cotey Wallace and 
over M1ch1gan 10 years prior. Woody West Virginia. 
Hays calle_d Br~ney and asked him the "They·ve got four or five quick kids 
same questI~n Circosta was asked. who can run. a fullback not many people 

"Any ~1d can step up and have a know about and put guys like Lilly on the 
moment like I was fortunate ~nough to line and that to me is a formidable oppo­
have." Bruney said. "There was no plan nent." 
that it would work out that way for me Harrison Central's Jake Mallernee and 
that nig~t.•· . . DeVaul will open the game at the defensive 

lrontcally. C1rcosta will be on hand tackle spot. Beaver Local's J.J. lntorre was 
this evening to take part in the I 0-year originally penciled in for one of those 
anniver~ary of coaching in the ~O~O con- spots. but he' s come up lame during the 
test. which was another late Ohio victory. week. Pobolish was unsure whether or not 

" Ifs really something that Tommy is he'd be able to oo at all. 
coachi_ng i.~ t~is game ~nd I'm celebrating On the defe~sive ends will be a pair of 
a reunion. Circosta said. former Buckeye Local Panthers. Joe Rine 

That 1981 game also left a lasting and Ry!an Pyciak. 
impression o~ the fans in the stadium. Cambridge·s Tyler Hardesty and 
Bndgeport High graduate Jay Meager. Steubenville 's Jordan Banks will open at 
who is a long-time local sports afficiando the linebacker spot. The outside linebackers 
and_ resident expert on I 980 sports in the will be Union Local's Tyler Arigoni and 
Ohio yalley. has told me on several Meadowbrook' s Josh Riggans with 
occasstons he remembers almost every Rataiczak and Marco Ricchetti are set to 

, PP" Inf nf :,rlinn ;H 1h:H ~nor 

d a big part of this game an 
we've got guys who can d 
those things and we'll ge 

0 
t 

them on the field." 
d Spence, Wiggins an 

Shadyside's Dylan Kimble ar 
the primary kick returners fo 

e 
r 

the Buckeyes. 
-
y 

The Mountaineers' defen 
sive unit has been basicall 
set since Tuesday whe 
Bruney approached Oa 
Glen's Seth Barnhart, wh 
reported to West Liberty as 
quarterback, to move to th 

n 
k 
0 
a 
e 

defensive line. 
"A lot of people are going 

to find this move odd, but 
asked Seth about it and h 
was all for it," Bruney 

I 
e 

relayed. 
"He was an all-state line 

backer, so all we did was pu 
his hand on the ground. He' 
athletic. and we think he can 
cause some problems." 

-
t 
s 

Joining him at the down 
tackle spot is Ferguson 
Madonna·s Louie Comis wit 
be one of the defensive ends 
while John Marshall's Sam 
Robinson is the other end. 

-
I 
, 

The Brooke High duo of 
Kyle Sims and Mike Koscevic 
will get the call at linebacker 
Stefan Varner of John 
Marshall is ticketed for the 
weak safety spot. 

Another big move was 
Madonna's Max Nogay will 
get the call at strong safety 
after roaming as a free safety. 
South's Michael Molinari will 
now be the free safety. 

" Moving Max was a big 
move for us." Bruney said. 
··Molinari covers a lot of 
ground and Max is a contact 
player who can now be up in 
the box making some con­
tact." 

Also in the defensive back­
field. George and Taylor have 
earned the nods at comer. 
.. We've made a few adjust­
ments position wise, which 
has really helped us out, and 
the kids have been great and 
receptive to all of the 
changes," Bruney continued. 
"1 think the first three days we 
spent most of our time trying 
to find the right combination 
of people. but once you find 
that combination and then you 
start reping and get your pol­
ish going. it comes together." 

OVACNOTES 
■ The players and coaches 

will attend a Vespers service 
today at 9 a.m. Both will go 
lo ;i h r 11nt'h ;it I() :i m :inrl 

OHIO 
No. Name Ht. Wt. Pos. 
1 Brandon Nicholes 5-11 160 WR/DB 
3 Marco Ricchetti 6-3 190 QB/DB 
7 Dalton Smith 6-3 180 QB/DB 
10 Derek-London Dierkes 6-3 195 QB 
12 Joe Rine 6-7 250 QB/DE 
14 Dylan Kimble 5-11 170 QB/DB 
20 Tyler Hardesty 5-10 205 AB/LB 
21 Bobby Spence 6-0 165 WR/S 
22 Mickey Bednar 6-0 185 RB/DB 
28 Tyler Arigoni 5-10 160 LB 
29 Scott Peach 5-10 165 RB/DB 
32 Seth Callarik 5-11 155 WR/OB 
33 Brandon Bartrug 5-7 160 FB/LB 
34 Doren Thomas 5-10 180 RB/LB 
40 Devon Parson 6-0 215 FB/LB 
46 Josh Riggans 5-8 170 RB/LB 
52 Jarod Mellinger 6-0 265 OUDL 
55 Nate Maleski 6-2 270 OUDL 
56 Jordan Banks 6-0 215 OT/LB 
58 Jamey Devaul 6-3 220 C/DL 
63 Jake Mallernee 5-11 215 OULB 
67 Bobby Bennett 6-5 225 OT/DE 
68 Cody Kaiser 5-11 215 OT/LB 
72 J.J. lntorre 6-1 255 OUDL 
75 Zac Wojciechowski 5-10 250 OUDJ_ 
80 Trey Wiggins 5-10 170 WR/DB 
82 Rylan Pyciak 6-2 230 OULB 
85 Wes Rataiczak 6-3 215 WR/RB 
88 Michael Wayt . 5-9 155 WR/S 
93 Logan Cook 6-1 180 K 
99 Jordan Burress 6-5 275 OUDL 
Head Coach: Ron Pobolish. 
Assistant Coaches: Gregg Bonar, Blair Closser, 
George Laase, Tom O'Connell, Phil Pest, Nate 
Skrzyek, Mark Spigarelli, Andy Weiss. 
Trainer: Randy Elliott 
Team Doctor: Dr. Christian Sonnefeld. 
Managers: Rodney Roe, Logan Barsch, Matthew 
Barsch, Ryan Gossett, Aiden Lucey. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
No. Name Ht. Wt. Pos. 
1 Cotey Wallace 6-1 180 QB/DB 
3 Max Nogay 5-11 185 s 
7 Seth Barnhart 6-3 215 QB/LB 
10 Craig Kuhar 6-2 180 WR 
12 Zach Hood 5-10 165 QB 
14 Michael Molinari 6-2 180 WR/K 
20 Marcus George 5-10 165 RB/DB 
22 Hunter Ferguson 6-0 230 FB 
28 Stingray Bates 5-8 181 RB/S 
29 Jordan Sorge 5-11 170 RB/DE 
32 Mike Koscevic 5-10 170 RB/DE 
33 Louie Comis 5-11 210 FB/LB 
34 Nate Taylor 5-9 175 RB 
40 T.J. Howard 5-9 165 AB/SS 
44 Stefan Varner 6-1 190 AB/LB 
46 Kyle Sims 5-11 200 LB 
54 Mike Lough 6-4 220 OUDL 
58 Tevin Hall 5-9 150 WR/DB 
66 Jake Lilly 6-3 280 OUDL 
67 Devin Harrison 6-3 270 OUDL 
70 Andy Huggins 6-4 235 OUDL 
73 Rusty Byhanna 6-0 260 OUDL 
78 Christian McGaughey 6-3 315 OUDL 
80 Griffen Yocum 6-0 175 WR/P 
82 Jared Blatt 6-5 220 TE/DL 
85 Alex Gompers 5-10 170 WR 
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victory or who. w~n the B~u~ey (Brooke), T.J. Howard (Weir), Ste~an Varner (John Mars~all), Kyle Sims (Brooke), Mike Lough (Wheeling Park), 
crown at halftime. the Tevm Hall (qameron), J~rdan West (Wheeling Central) and Jake Lilly (Brooke). Fourth row: Devin Harrison (John Marshall) 

g~me and ev.ent Andy Huggins (Magnolia), Ru.sty Byhanna (Wheeling Park), Christian McGaughey (Madonna), Griffen Yocum (Joh~ 
SETH STASKEY y1e!ds memories, Marshall), J~red Blatt (~agnolla), Alex Gompers (~heeling Cent~al), Tyler Reed (Oak Glen) and Sam Robinson (John 

From the which are talked Marshall). Fifth row: -:1ss1stant coach Paul Juho, assistant coach Mike Wagner, assistant coach Stuart Goldstein, assistant 
Press Box: about for years to coach Troy Fetty, assistant coach Scott Joseph, assistant coach Frank Sisinni and trainer Amber Helphenstine. 

come. 
Case in point is Tom Bruney. • QVA 
While the West Virginia head coach is 

hopi.ng to write a new me~ory t_his Continued from Page C1 
evening as he leads the Mountaineers mto 
battle against Ohio in the 65th annual our school.'" Bruney said. "The offense is 
versio~ of. this bo~der war, ~e's already fun and we'll probably have seven or eight 
got a brg piece of history on his resume. different guys touch the ball in some capac-

A fter the 1980 season. then ity (tonight).1 Early in the week. I didn't 
Woodsfield High head coach Jay Circosta know or think we'd be able to move the 
chose Bruney from Martins Ferry High ball (tonight). but it's come together really 
School to serve as his placekicker. wen:· 

Little did Circosta know he'd be gain- The remainder of the Mountaineers' 
ing the respect and admiration of a future offensive unit has taken some time to figure 
coach in the game. out. 

''That game was a dandy." Circosta ··r think we were still tinkering with it 
recalled. . and looking at people through Thursday. 

Accord1~g to several people. it but we're carved in stone now." Bruney 
~ppeared as 1f the game was headed for a said. ··only area :.till questionable is proba­
lle. . bly on the right l.ide of our line where 

Ohio held West Virginia and got the we've got three guys battling for two 
ball back with just a few minutes left on spots." 
the clock. Circosta called for a hitch-and- Wallace will be joined in the 
go to Woodsfield's D~rryl Ship~ who the Mountaineer backfield by South's Hunter 
catch ~nd ~aced It deep into the Ferguson and Magnolia's Stingray Bates. 
Mountaineers ~nd of the field. Wheeling Park's Marcus George and 

. After running a few plays more. Tyler Consolidated's Nate Taylor will 
Ctrcosta cal~ed upon Bru~ey. share time at the H~back spot. 

Bruney \med up the kick and was per- According to Bruney all of his receivers 
feet on the field goal. which hit the cross will see time and could get their hands on 
bar and deflected through the up-rights the ball. ~ 
"".ith nine seconds to go. giving Ohio the Magnolia ·s Jared Blatt will start at tight­
vIctory. . . end and he"ll be joined along the front line 

Almost every year Ctrcost~ gets a call by a formidable and big bunch, which is 
from Bruney on Aug. I, which was the comprised ofBrooke's Jake Lilly (left tack­
date of the OVAC Game that year. le), Madonna's Christian McGaughey (left 

"I do~'t get them all, bu~ on most guard). Magnolia"s Andrew Huggins (cen­
August f1~sts: I call Coach C1rcosta up ter) and on the right side the battle could go 
and ask him 1f he remembers where he up until game time between Park's Rusty 
was that many years ago," Bruney said. Byhanna, John Marshall's Devin Harrison 

The first time Bruney called him was and Wheeling Park's Mikey Lough. 
IO years after the game. ··We've put in almost a week now and 

"I _rel!lember T~mmy was in Arizona the kids and are starting to understand and 
and Id JUSt come m the field house and see why we're doing what we're doing," 
the phone rang," Circosta said. "This guy said Tom Bruney. ·'Beacuse of that, we've 
was on the other end and said. 'hey. do had some really good practices late in the 
you remember where you were IO years week in almost unbearable heat." 
ago t<?day?'. I said 'No. I don't.' He then From that he's seen during the week, 
exp!a_tned It to me a~d th.~t's become a Pobolish is extremely impressed with the 
trad1t1on almost ever smce. work of his defensive coaching staff and 

Bruney learned that trick from his players. 
uncle and OV AC Hall of Farner Fred "When I look at our defense. I truly like 
Bruney. the looks of it:' Pobolish said. "We've got 

After. he!ping steer Ohio S~ate to a win a ton of respect for Cotey Wallace and 
over M1ch1gan IO years pnor. Woody West Virginia. 
Hays calle.d B~ney and asked him the "They've got four or five quick kids 
sa1?.e questI?n Ctrcosta was asked. who can run. a fullback not many people 

Any ~1d can step up and have a know about and put guys like Lilly on the 
moment hke I was fortunate c;nough to line and that to me is a formidable oppo­
have." Bruney said. "There was no plan nent." 
that it would work out that way for me Harrison Central's Jake Mallernee and 
that nig~t.•· . . DeVaul will open the game at the defensive 

. Iromc~!ly. C1rcosta w~II be on hand tackle spot. Beaver Locars J.J. Intorre was 
this evening to take part m the I0-year originally penciled in for one of those 
anniver~ary of coaching in the 2000 con- spots. but he's come up lame during the 
test. which was another late Ohio victory. week. Pobolish was unsure whether or not 

"It's really something that Tommy is he'd be able to oo at all. 
coachi.ng i,~ t~is game ~nd I 'm celebrating On the det'e~sive ends will be a pair of 
a reunion. Ctrcosta said. former Buckeye Local Panthers. Joe Rine 

That 1981 game also left a lasting and Rylan Pyciak. 
impression o~ the fans in the stadium. Cambridge's Tyler Hardesty and 
Bnd~eport H1ih graduate Jay Me.ager. Steubenville's Jordan Banks will open at 
who 1s ~ long-time local sports affic1ando the linebacker spot. The outside l inebackers 
and. resident ex.pert on 1980 sports in the will be Union Local's Tyler Arigoni and 
Ohio yalley. has told me on several Meadowbrook's Josh Riggans with 
occass1ons he remembers almost every Rataiczak and Marco Ricchetti are set to 

See, COLUMN, Page C4 
see a lot of action at that spot. 

"We can go small or big at a lot of 
r,V;,:O;;TE;D::;"B;;E;;.ST;-;D:E:NT;;:IS;;:r::· IN;;T;:;H;E O;::;H:;IO~V:,\1.:-:-L-;;EY;-;:B::;Y--;:====:=::::, spots... Pobolish said. .. If I 

THE TIMES LEADER TWO CONSECUTIVE YEARS! " ... A have a concern ( defensive-
_,J;; f--.~~:• ly). it·s whether or not 
;. 1-t:-'·t·½ ,•\ we·11 wrap tackle because 
, , ~r=.-:•·-i' t 11 • ,: ::, r , • , you can t really get that 
_1.,.l!-~ ·:, ~ done during the week." 

.__ 10'-l . ~,, Spence will open at safe-
f-::--=~~~~~~li;!~~~:-lL:::::;..,.::~=1·::::·::~~~.,,:::-~J4 ty with Smith and Ricchetti 

Specializing in Restorative & Cosmetic Dentistry punched in as starters at 
comer. 

"We drafted all-stars and 
_____ ....., we·re going to play them 

Appointments Available On Saturdays & Evenings all:' Pobol ish said. .. Being 

47301 National Rd. SL Clairsville, OH 740-695-5400 big and able to run well is 

a big part of this game and 
we've got guys who can do OHIO 
those things and we· 1 I get No. Name 
them on the field." 1 Brandon Nicholes 

Spence, Wiggins and 3 Marco Ricchetti 
Shadyside's Dylan Kimble are 7 Dalton Smith 
the primary kick returners for 10 Derek-London Dierkes 
the Buckeyes. 12 Joe Rine 

The Mountaineers' defen- 14 Dylan Kimble 
sive unit has been basically 20 Tyler Hardesty 
set since Tuesday when 21 Bobby Spence 
Bruney approached Oak 22 Mickey Bednar 
Glen's Seth Barnhart, who 28 Tyler Arigoni 

d w ·b 29 Scott Peach reporte to est Lt erty as a 32 Seth Callarik 
quarterback, to move to the 
defensive line. 33 Brandon Bartrug 

"A lot of people are going 34 Doren Thomas 
to find this move odd, but I 40 Devon Parson 
asked Seth about it and he 46 Josh Riggans 
was all for it," Bruney 52 Jarod Mellinger 
relayed. 55 Nate Maleski 

"He was an all-state line- 56 Jordan Banks 
b k 11 d.d t 58 Jamey Devaul ac er. so a we I was pu 63 Jake Mallernee 
his hand on the ground. He's 
athletic. and we think he can 67 Bobby Bennett 
cause some problems." 68 Cody Kaiser 

Jointng him at the down- 72 J.J. lntorre 
tackle spot is Ferguson 75 Zac Wojciechowski 
Madonna's Louie Comis will 80 Trey Wiggins 
be one of the defensive ends 82 Rylan Pyciak 
while John Marshall's Sa~ 85 Wes Rataiczak 
Robinson is the other end. 88 Michael Wayt 

The Brooke High duo of 93 Logan Cook 
Kyle Sims and Mike Koscevic 99 Jordan Burress 

Ht. 
5-11 
6-3 
6-3 
6-3 
6-7 
5-11 
5-10 
6-0 
6-0 
5-10 
5-10 
5-11 
5-7 
5-10 
6-0 
5-8 
6-0 
6-2 
6-0 
6-3 
5-11 
6-5 
5-11 
6-1 
5-10 
5-10 
6-2 
6-3 

. 5-9 
6-1 
6-5 

Wt. 
160 
190 
180 
195 
250 
170 
205 
165 
185 
160 
165 
155 
160 
180 
215 
170 
265 
270 
215 
220 
215 
225 
215 
255 
250 
170 
230 
215 
155 
180 
275 

Pos. 
WR/DB 
QB/DB 
QB/DB 
QB 
QB/DE 
QB/DB 
RB/LB 
WR/S 
RB/DB 
LB 
RB/DB 
WR/DB 
FB/LB 
RB/LB 
FB/LB 
RB/LB 
OUDL 
OUDL 
OT/LB 
C/DL 
OULB 
OT/DE 
OT/LB 
OUDL 
OUDJ._ 
WR/DB 
OULB 
WR/RB 
WR/S 
K 
OUDL 

will get the call at linebacker Head Coach: Ron Pobolish. 
Stefan Varn·er _ of John Assistant Coaches: Gregg Bonar, Blair Closser, 
Marshall - is ticketed for the George Laase, Tom O'Connell, Phi! Pest, Nate 
weak safety spot. Skrzyek, Mark Spigarelli, Andy Weiss. 

Another big move was Trainer: Randy Elliott 
Madonna's Max Nogay will Team Doctor: Dr. Christian Sonnefeld. 
get the call at strong safety Managers: Rodney Roe, Logan Barsch, Matthew 
after roaming as a free safety Barsch, Ryan Gossett, Aiden Lucey. 

South's Michael Molinari will :====================: 
now be the free safety. 

"Moving Max was a big 
move for us." Bruney said 
"Molinari covers a lot of 
ground and Max is a contact 
player who can now be up in 
the box. making some con­
tact." 

Also in the defensive back­
field, George and Taylor have 
earned the nods at corner. 
''We've made a few adjust­
ments position wise, which 
has really helped us out. and 
the kids have been great and 
receptive to all of the 
changes:• Bruney continued. 
"I think the first three days we 
spent most of our time trying 
to find the right combination 
of people. but once you find 
that combination and then you 
stan reping and get your pol­
ish going. it comes together." 

OVACNOTES 
■ The players and coaches 

will attend a Vespers service 
today at 9 a.m. Both will go 
to a brunch at IO a.m. and 
then a walk-through at 12:30 
p.m .. relax.. enjoy a pre-game 
meal and then board up for 
Wheeling Island Stadium at 
approximately 3:30 p.m. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
No. Name 
1 Cotey Wallace 
3 Max Nogay 
7 Seth Barnhart 
10 Craig Kuhar 
12 Zach Hood 
14 Michael Molinari 
20 Marcus George 
22 Hunter Ferguson 
28 Stingray Bates 
29 Jordan Sorge 
32 Mike Koscevic 
33 Louie Comis 
34 Nate Taylor 
40 T .J. Howard 
44 Stefan Varner 
46 Kyle Sims 
54 Mike Lough 
58 Tevin Hall 
66 Jake Lilly 
67 Devin Harrison 
70 Andy Huggins 
73 Rusty Byhanna 
78 Christian McGaughey 
80 Griffen Yocum 
82 Jared Blatt 
85 Alex Gompers 
88 Tyler Reed 
93 Sam Robinson 

Ht. Wt. 
6-1 180 
5-11 185 
6-3 215 
6-2 180 
5-10 165 
6-2 180 
5-10 165 
6-0 230 
5--8 181 
5-11 170 
5-10 170 
5-11 210 
5-9 175 
5-9 165 
6-1 190 
5-11 200 
6-4 220 
5-9 150 
6-3 280 
6-3 270 
6-4 235 
6-0 260 
6-3 315 
6-0 175 
6-5 220 
5-10 170 
6-3 170 
6-5 225 

Pos. 
QB/DB 
s 
QB/LB 
WR 
QB 
WR/K 
RB/DB 
FB 
RB/S 
RB/DE 
RB/DE 
FB/LB 
RB 
RB/SS 
RB/LB 
LB 
OUDL 
WR/DB 
OUDL 
OUDL 
OUDL 
OUDL 
OUDL 
WR/P 
TE/DL 
WR 
WRIDB 
WR/DE 

Head Coach: Tom Bruney 
Assistant Coaches: Troy Fetty, Stuart Goldstein, 
Scott Joseph, Paul Julio, Frank Sissini, Mike 
Wagner. 
Trainer: Herb Minch, Amber Herback. 
Doctor: Dr. Robert Jones 
Managers: Bob Bruney, Niko Bruney, Rocco 

"Dunng our last few prac­
tices. we want to make sure 
everyone's on the same 
page," Pobolish said. "We 
also want to get rid of the jit-
ters and make sure guys are ..__ ________ S_E_V_E_R_A_L_s_c_ho-l-ar-s-h1-·p-s_w_e-re_p_r_e-se_n_.t-
ready to go at game time." ■ THE WEST VIRGINIA captains ed during Saturday evening's pep rally. 

Bruney and Zack Bruney. 

Staskev can be reached at 
were chosen late Saturday and announced sstaskey@tinresfeaderonline.com 
to the players. 

• ···••a.i 
255 Fulton St., 
Wheeling, WV 

304-232-2133 
1-800-695-3443 RENT TO 

OWN 
Available On 

Select Storage 
Sheds 

Call ALL IN ONE AWNINGS to Order Your Tent for 
Your Outdoor Wedding Reception or Graduation. 

• Tables • Chairs • Linens • Dance Floors • Lighting 
Belmont Career Center Harrison Career Center 
110 Fox-Shannon Place Prov,d,ng Teclln,cal 82500 Cadiz.Jewett Rd. 

• 

We do site p,ep 
a: lnlJpectfon. 

■ 

Canva&Awni!1$1S for Your Home or ttusmess. 
•·Reducle Yow Cooing Colts• Md Charadlr a Beauty• Supe,tor Qualey 

• Family Owned Since 1165• Fast Service• Raaonab1e Prices 

• 

St Cl . 'II OH EducaliOn For Over C d' OH . a1rsv1 e, 35 Yea1S! a 1z, 
740-695-9130 www.BHCcenters.com 740-942·2148 

_ Program o~eni~gs s:1II remain fer the up_c.9..ir,1pg s5-ho~l ye~r. J 
~,.; •:·, •,: CalltheCareerCe1versfordetails , ..,, ··,.-. .,.-..~- •. - -:. ~~ 
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RUDY MUMLEY OVAC ALL-STAR FOOTBALL CHARITY CLASSIC 

Don't Blink 
56 years goes faster than you think 

Photo by Josh Strope Some of the OVAC all-stars from the 1953. 1954, and 1955 gathered for a luncheon Tuesday at WesBanco Arena to talk about their experiences playing in the game more than 50 years ago. They'll be honored during Sunday's game. Pictured, from left. are Dick Edge (Wheeling); Fred Butts (Benwood Union) and Jack Schuetz (Warwood). 

OV AC continues to celebrate past all-stars 
By .JOSH STROPE 

• Staff Writer 
WHL[LING - Jack Schuct7 

know, it·, cornc 10 be .in emotional 
week lor htm. -

A, a pl.iyer of the We\l Virginia 
,quad rn the 1954 All -Star Game. 
Schuett w,I, the ~econd member of h1, 
famil) to take part in the annual game. 

When he lakes the field Sunday al 
Wheeling Island Stadium to be recog­
nized during 1he Rudy Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Foolball Charity Clas~ic. his 
_journey will have come full cin.:le as 
he watche~ his !!randson and lhc sixth 
member of the family. Wheeling Cen­
tral's Jordan Sorge. also don a helmet 
and pads. -

··11·~ going to be emotional and 
cxci1int:.·"' Schuetz said. ··it's hard to 
put a lot of thing, 1n word~. The whole 
family •~ coming in aho because (my 
wife. Sandv. and I) are celcbrat1n!! our 
501h '.\.Cdd.tng ,tnniver-,ary and we are 
the first m the tam1lv to do that. 

··1r, been quite ,t July ... 
Schuett. a Warwood graduate and 

an OV AC H,tll of Farner. remember., 
quttc .1 b,t about his experience at old 
Wheeling Stadium. 

Durn1g the opcnin!! kickoff. he 
mi,.,ed a wide-open tackle. Not exact­
Iv the \\ a\ vou want to start. 
• But he· ,itcr rn,1de up for ii. ,c.:ormg a 

touchdown in a 13-0 West Y1rgin i;1 
victory. 

Five years later. he and his .,..,, te 
were engaged on the same night as the 
game. a 7-6 Mountaineers vIc10ry. 

In the late 70s. Schuetz served a, 
referee as West Virginia downed Oh10. 

Schue11 was recognized a!'. an hon­
orary referee in 2004. a 21-7 West 
Virginia 1riumph and !he only one for 
the Mountaineers in the past 15 years. 

Sensing a pallern here? Maybe West 
Virginia coach Tom Bruney just found 
his secret weapon. 

·Tm 4-0 so rve got a li1tle bit of 
his1orv with the Wes! Virginia team.·· 
Schuetz said. • 'Hopefully we can 
make it 5-0 ... 

Many of those old memories came 
bac.:k Tuesday at WesBanco Arena 
when many of the all-,tar-, from ·the 
I 953. 1954. and 1955 gathered for a 
luncheon to go over Sunday·., prepara­
tions. 

Schuetz shared stories with guys 
like Wheeling High's Dick Edge. 
Moundwille·s Tom Hill and Benwood 
Union·~ Rich Canestra. Among his 
tormer teammates at Warwood and in 
the all-star game wa!'. Chuck Howley. a 
former Super Bowl Most Valuable 
Player wi1h the Dallas Cowboys. 

• 'They were a good group of guys 
and every ttme we get together. we 

--- --- - ------- ---- ---

~1'~ 
OVAC All-Star Game t?i_~"k 

Sunday. Wheeling Island Siad um ~ - --- -- -
mention these thmgs. • • Schuetz said 
··11·, <;omething you are go ing to 
remember all your life:· 

But as much as Schuetz is proud and 
honored to be recognized. he ·s 1he first 
person to tell you- 1ha1 family comes 
first. He has already give Sorge some 
words of wisdom. 

• • 1 told him that he has to show 
things real eurly in the week because 
i!'s not ·a long week:· Schuetz said. ··oo things quick like he's done in 
everything else. I am very proud of 
what he has accomplished ... 

Sorge is just as happy to see his 
grandfather there to watch him play. 

• 'He's been exc i ted for this for 
weeks." Sorge said. •'He's been 
telling me all about the game he was 
in. 

··He·s told me a lot stories about 
when he was up here. It makes this 
game a lot more special for me ... 

Other family members that played 
in the game were Pete Schuetz ( I 946). 
Bob Schuetz ( 1957). Ron Schuetz 
( 1976). and Brad Sorge ( 1989). V✓est 
Virginia is 3-2 in those games. 



T-l PhotostSETH $TASKEY PICTURED ARE the 1953 OVAC All-Star players who returned for Monday's 
luncheon. Front row, from left, are Frank Haranzo (Yorkville), Tom Neuman 
(Wheeling). Ron Pavloic (Dillonvale) , Cecil Huss (linsly) and Ross Sissini 
(Follansbee). Back row, from left, are Ted Pavlec (Wellsburg), Bob Seyler 
(Wheeling Central), Jerry Comer (Linsly) and Bob Mudron (Toronto). 

PICTURED ARE the 1954 OVAC All-Star players who returned for Monday's 
luncheon at WesBanco Arena. Front row, from left, are Don Suthenn (Toronto), 
Tom Hill (Moundsville), Kenny Mikes (Sistersville) and Jack Schuetz 
(Warwood). Second row, from left, are Ralph Anastasia (Follansbee), Pa~I Parker (Jefferson Union), Nick Nardo (New Cumberland) and Ed Skoc1k (Warren Consolidated). 

OVAC Game was once bigger? 
• 1953, 54, 55 all stars to be recognized 
during annual reunion at this year's classic 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

A lot ha-, changed in the Ohio Valley 
!,ince 1955. 

Ho\\ e\ er. the area 'i, thirst for prep 
football an<l it<; ability to chum out top­
notch talent ha\n ·1 relented. 

Another thing that remaim -,teadfast 
i'> the the Rud) Mum Icy OV AC All-Star 
Charity Footb.tll Cla\~ic. which is enter­
ing it'> 60th edition thi\ summer. 

But before the ,pcclaclc !hat area fans 
have gnl\\ n accu,tome<l 10 currently 
came to be. the game went off without 
nearly a,; much hoopla. but just a-; much. 
ii not more talent 

Some ol that Wien! wa<; on di<;pla) 
Monda) afternoon in downtown 
Wheeling a, !he O\' AC played ho,I to 
,omc of the returning member, from the 
195 3. • 54 and • 'i5 Ohio and We,;t 
Virgi111a ,quad, for " luncheon to inform 
them ol pl,,m lor the annual reunion. 
whil h ta~._•, pl,1<.c during the Mumley 
Cl,1s,i 1. game di Whecl111g hland 
St.idium 

Former players from both teams gath­
ered. shared stories and rekindled some 
old relationships .. 

· ·Some of these guys I've seen here, I 
hadn' t seen since the actual game." said 
Martins Ferry H igh graduate Dan 
McGrew. who went on to play for 
Purdue after taking part in the 1955 all­
star game. " What's interesting is talking 
to all these guys and seeing where 
they've been. Some of the guys have had 
glamorous lives whereas some of the 
guys have worked in a factory or in a 
mine or whatever. but basically when 
you get back here everyone's the same." 

Like today. players were only pennit­
tcd to take part in a certain number of 
all-star games per NCAA rules. But 
unlike today's game. college coaches did 
a lot of their scouting and recmiting dur­
ing the all-star games. 

However. the Division I pipeline 
flov.ed freely. Along with McGrew. 
Toronto High product Don Sutherin. 
\\ ho i, a former Canadian Football 

See, OVAC, Page 82 

T•l ~ or.SETH STASKEY PICTURED ARE the 1955 OVAC All-Star players who returned for Monday's 
luncheon at WesBanco Arena. Front row, from left, are Mitch Toto (Adena), Don 
Denne (Steubenville Central), Bill Mosblack (Steubenville Central), John Henry 
Martin (Wellsville) and Mike Falbo (Follansbee). Back row, from left, are Rich 
Wilinski (Follansbee), Dan McGrew (Martins Ferry), Roger High (Moundsville), 
Ron Miller (Linsly), Joe Davis (Bridgeport) and Carl Huber (Jefferson Union). 
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League player and coach. 
wa~ ~couted and recruited to 
Ohio State University by 
Woody Hayes during the 
OVAC l!ame. 

Suthcrin turned down an 
invitation to the state of 
Ohio's premier all-star 
game that season hecause it 
conflicted with the OV AC 
game. . 

··1 am a firm believer 
that I wanted to play my last 
(high school) gamt: in front 
of the people I played for 
when I wa, in high .,chool,'' 
Sutherin said. "I thought 
long and hard about it 
because I knew there would 
he a lot of scouts at that 
game.·· 

McGrew actually took 
part in the state ' ., a~l-star 
game in Canton and 1mmc­
cl i atel y alter the game 
returned to the 01110 Valley 
to begin preparations for the 
OVACgamc. 

·'The '>talc game wa~ 
nothing.·· McGrew ,aid. 
• '1 he OY AC Game was the 
biggest thing. We had 
10.000 people in the stand" 
at the game and it mca,~t 
someth111 g to play 1n l111s 
game.'' 

The scouts knew all 
about Sutherin seeing as 
though he had 76 c~llegiate 
offt:rs as a kicker before set­
tling on the Buckeyes . 

.. It worked out beautiful­
ly." Suthcrin said. "I ne~er 
looked back on my decision 
to play in this game. I wa" 
always an OSU fan.''_ . 

Sutherin. who resides 111 

Hartville. Ohio. near 
Cmlon, kicked the gamc­
winnino field goal in the 
1958 l{osc Bowl. which 
lifted the Buckeyes to the 
national championship. 

Before he received his 
h.:ttcr in the mail about the 
reunion from OV AC 
Executive Secretary Tom 
Rataiczak, Sutherin had no 
idea about the events. which 
have been taking place for 
three year~. 

' · 11 was great to come 
back and see all the guys 
and talk about the things 
that hl1ppened during a1~d 
before the game.'' Su_thenn 
said. "I made a lot ol good 
friend, during that game 
and that ' s what 1t·~ all 
,1hout. Camaraderie ,~ what 
it•~ all about. " 

McGrew. who qill 
reside, in the Ohio Valley, 
had bce·n following the 
rcurnons the la'>l few sum­
mer~. hut admits he was 
awaiting his cla\"'s oppor­
tumty to get b,1d. together. 

"We've all got egos ,rnd 
anybody who ,ays they 
don't like to he remembered 
1s a liar.•· McGrew said. "l 
was fortunate to play at 
Purdue and in the NFL. but 
once you leave high c;chool 
11·, a joh. and I remember 

I the good thing, about high 
school footb,1II more than 
,my of the otherc;.'' 

Stmke\' ca11 he reached at 
.\'i1i:tik'}@,;,11.~verrlm,r/i1re.<u11 
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Photo by Seth Staskey 

Pictured are the 1955 OVAC All-Star players who returned for Monday's luncheon at WesBanco Arena. Front row, from 

left, are Mitch Toto (Adena). Don Denne (Steubenville Central), Bill Mosblack (Steubenville Central), John Henry Mar­

tin (Wellsville) and Mike Falbo (Follansbee). Back row, from left, are Rich Wilinski (Follansbee). Dan McGrew (Martins 

Ferry), Roger High (Moundsville), Ron Miller (Linsly), Joe Davis (Bridgeport) and Carl Huber (.Jefferson Union 1. 

OV AC Calls All Stars 
Teams from 1953-55 to be 
celebrated during classic 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 
WHEELING - A lot has 

changed in the Ohio Valley 
since 1955. 

However. the area·s thirst 
for prep football and its abil­
ity to churn out top-notch 
talent hasn ·1 relented. 

Another thing that remains 
steadfast is die the Rudy 
Mumley OY AC All-Star 
Charity Football Classic, 
which is entering its 60th 
edition this summer. 

But before the spectacle 
that area fans have grown 
accustomed to currently 
came to be. the game went 
off without nearly as much 
hoopla. but just as much. if 
not more talent. 

Some of that talent was on 
disP,lay Monday afternoon in 
downtown Wheeling as the 
OV AC played host to some 
of the returning members 
from the 1953. ·54 and ·55 
Ohio and We~t Virginia 
squads for a luncheon to 
inform them of plan~ for the 
annual reunion. which take~ 
place during the Mumley 

Classic game at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

Former players from both 
teams gathered. shared sto­
ries and rekindled some old 
relationships. 

"Some of these guys I've 
seen here. I hadn't seen since 
the actual game.'' said Mar­
tins Ferry High graduate Dan 
McGrew. who went on to play 
for Purdue after taking part m 
the 1955 all-star game. 
"What'~ interesting 1s talking 
to all the~e guys and seeing 
where they've been. Some of 
the guys have had glamorous 
Ii ves whereas some of the 
guys have worked in a factory 
or in a mine or whatever. but 
basically when you get back 
here everyone's the same.·· 

Like today. players were 
only permitted to take pan in 
a certain number of all-star 
games per NCAA rules. But 
unlike today"s game. college 
coaches did a lot of their 
scouting and recruiting dur­
ing the all-star games. 

However. the Division I 
pipeline flowed freely. Along 
with McGrew. Toronto High 

"I was fortunate to play at Purdue and in the 
NFL, but once you leave high school it's a job, 
and I remember the good things about high 
school football more than any of the others." 

product Don Sutherin. who is 
an OV AC Hall of Farner and 
a former Canadian Football 
League player and coach. 
was scouted and recruited to 
Ohio State University b) 
Woody Hayes during the 
OVAC game. 

Sutherin turned down an 
invitation to the state of 
Ohio·s premier all-star game 
that season because it con­
flicted with the OV AC game. 

"I am a firm belteve~r that 
I wanted to play my last 
(high school) game in front 
of the people I played for 
when I was in high school.·· 
Sutherin said. --1 thought 
long and hard about~ ii 
because I knew there would 
be a lot of scouts at that 
game.'· 

McGrew actually took part 
in the state· s all-star game in 

Dan McGrew 

Canton and 1mmed1ately 
after the game returned to 
the Ohio V.illey to begin 
preparat ion-. for the OVAC 
game. 
• · · The state game wac; 
nothing ... \1cGrev. said . 
• ·The OV AC Game was the 
biggest thing. We had 
I 0.000 people in the stands 
at the game and i t mean t 
something to p l ay in this 
game.·· 

The scouts knew all about 
Sutherin seeing a~ though he 
had 76 collegiate offers as a 
kicker before settling on the 
Bucli:eve~. • 

"It 'worked out beautiful­
ly.'' Sutherin said. --1 never 
looked back on my decision 
to play in this game. l was 
always an OSU fan.' ' 

See, Stars, Pa~e 20 
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Suthcrm. who resides in 
Hart, ille. Ohio. near Can­
ton. kicked the game-win­
ning field goal in the I 958 
Ro-;e Bowl. which lifted 
the Buckeye'> to the 
national championship. 

Before he received his 
letter in the mai I about the 
reunion from OV AC Exec• 
u11ve Secretc1.rv Tom 
Rataiczak. Suthcri"n had no 
id ea about the event,. 
which have been takin~ 
place for three year ... 

.. It wa~ great to come 
back and see all the guvs 
and talk about the thine'> 
that happened during and 
before the game.·· 
Sutherin said ... , made a 
lot of gor.d friends during 

that game and that's what 
it·s all about Camaraderie 
,~ what it's all about·· 

:vtcGrew. who still 
resides in the Ohio Valley. 
had been following the 
reunions the last few sum­
mers. but admits he was 
awaiting his class·s oppor­
tunity to get back together. 

.. We· ve all got egos and 
anybody who says they 
don·t like to be remem­
bered is a liar.·· McGrew 
said. • • J was fortunate to 
play at Purdue and in the 
NFL. but once you leave 
high school it's a JOb. and 
I remember the good 
thing~ about high school 
football more than any of 
the others.·· 

Photos by Seth Staskey Pictured at top are the 1953 OVAC All-Star players who returned for Monday's luncheon. Front row, from left, are Frank Haranzo (Yorkville), Tom Neuman (Wheeling), Aon Pavloic (Dillonvale), Cecil Huss (Linsly) and Ross Sissini {Follansbee). Back row, from left, are Ted Pavlec (Wellsburg), Bob Seyler (Wheeling Central), Jerry Comer (Linsly) and Bob Mudron (Toronto). Picured at bottom are the 1954 OVAC All-Star players who returned for Monday's lunch­eon at WesBanco Arena. Front row, from left, are Don Sutherin (Toronto), Tom Hill (Moundsville), Kenny Mikes (Sis­tersville) and Jack Schuetz (Warwood). Second row, from left, are Ralph Anastasia (Follansbee), Paul Parker (Jeffer­son Union), Nick Nardo (New Cumberland) and Ed Skocik (Warren Consolidated). 

Getting 
Together 
With Old 
Friends 
OVAC will again honor 
ex-all-star participants 

BY SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

WHl:.ELING - A lot ha, changed in 
the Ohio V,1lk'> :-.rn<.:e I 955. -

lfov. c, a . the area·.., thirq tor prep 
fool " all and 11~ ahi111~ to churn out top­
notch talent ha,n ·1 relented. 

Another thin!! that rcmam, ,teadfast 
i, the the Rud)- Mum IC) OV AC All­
Star Ch,mtj Football Cla,,1c. which i, 
en1enn11 1h 60th ed1t1on th1, :-.um mer. 

But betore the ,pectacle that area 
fans h:I\ c !!rov. n accustomed to current­
Iv came tel be. the 11ame went off \\ ith­
out nearly J', much hoopla. but JUSt a, 
much. 1f not more talent 

Some of that tal~nt wa, on d1~play 
Monday a f i e moon 111 downtov. n 
Wheelm·!! " " the OVAC played host to 
\omc o( the return in!! member, from 
the 1953. ·54 and ·55 Ohio and West 
Virg in ia '>quad, fo r a l uncheon to 
i nform the m ot pl ,111, for the annual 

reunion. which take, place during the 
Mumlcy Clas,1c game at Wheeling 
bland Stadium. 

Former players from both teams 
!!athered. shared stories and rekindled 
, ome old relationship,. 

--some of the-;e guy, I've '>een here. 
I hadn't ~een since the actual game:· 
~J.ld Martms Ferry High graduate Dan 
McGrew. who went on to play for Pur­
due after taking part in the 1955 all ­
star game . .. What's intere-,ting 1~ talk­
rng to all the-;e guy.., and seerng where 
they·ve been. Some of the guys have 

had glamorous lives whereas some of 
the guys have worked in a factory or in 
a mine or whatever. but basically when 
you get back here everyone's the 
same. · · 

Like today. players were only per­
mitted to take part m a certain number 
of all -star games per NCAA rules. But 
unlike today·s game. college coaches 
did a lot of their scoutmg and recruumg 
during the all-star games. 

However. the Division I pipeline 

Please See FRIENDS. Page 16 

A~e~rr:~:~tl~~ be 
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- , 11 
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It took count e~~ . • . n<> 
h. to create this s_p?rtl :::­
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No'-' at 11 ,- ; :'i has .idded 

tion on Ju ) -· • mv 
h , explanation to , anot er • 
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the entire. ex r • - ov AC 
bv the amaz111g on • heon dinner. 
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h tX:ial before the ~ 
t e .., " e itself. and the ,.am -•-ble event. lt wa.., an mcre ... 1 • f•elin" ... tep-ll wa, a great c ,, • . 

·back on to the play!ng ping h ovation field. hearing t c 
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The experience wa.., . 
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!!real. 
- Sincerely. J 

k J Haranzo, r. 
~~:~ of ; 953 Yorkville 
ouct1lhtes 

• 



Friends-------------
(Continucd from Page 15) 
flowed freely. Along 
with McGrew, Toronto 
High product Don 
Suther i n, who i s an 
OV AC Hall of Famer and 
a former Canadian Foot­
bal I League player and 
coach. was scouted and 
recruited to Ohio State 
University by Woody 
Hayes during the OV AC 
game. 

Suthcrin turned down 
an invitation co the state 
of Ohio's premier all-star 
game that season because 
it conflicted with the 
OVAC game. 

"I am a firm believer 
that I wanted to play my 
last (high :.chool) game 

in front of the people I 
played for when I was in 
high school,'' Sutherin 
said. ··I thought long and 
hard about it because I 
knew there would be a lot 
of scouts at that game.'' 

McGrew actually took 
part in the state·s all-star 
game in Canton and 
immediately after the 
game returned to the 
Ohio Valley to begin 
preparations for the 
OVAC game. 

''The state game was 
nothing,'' McGrew said. 
' 'The OV AC Game was 
the biggest thing. We had 
I 0,000 people in the 
stands at the game and it 
meant something to play 

in this game." 
The scouts knew all 

about Sutherin seeing as 
though he had 76 colle 
giate offers as a kicker 
before settling on the 
Buckeyes. 

" It worked out beauti­
fully," Sutherin said. " I 
never looked back on my 
decision to play in this 
game. I was always an 
OSU fan." 

Sutherin. who resides 
in Hartville, Ohio, near 
Canton, kicked the game­
winning field goal in the 
1958 Rose Bowl, which 
lifted the Buckeyes to the 
national championship. 

Before he received his 
letter in the mail about 
the reunion from OV AC r-.,- •• -C-B-1" ________ ________ Executive Secretary Tom 

aa ., Rataiczak, Sutherin had 

which have been taking 
place for three years. FDID TIUCK IDNTB 
no idea about the events, 

"It was great to come 
r--1~ r-'"-\,....... back and see all the guys 

and talk about the things 
that happened during and 
before the game, '' 
Suthenn said. "I made a 
lot of good friends during 
that game and that ' s what 
it ' s all about. Cama­
raderie is what it's all 
about." 

McGrew. wh o still 
resides in the Ohio Val­
ley. had been following 
the reunions the last few 
summers. but admits he 
was awaiting his class·s 
opportuni ty to get back 
together. 

" We've all got egos 
and anybody who says 
they don ' t like to be 
remembered is a liar," 
McGrew said. ·· I was 
fortunate to play at Pur­
due and in the NFL. but 
once you leave high 
school it 's a job, and I 
remember the good 
things about high school 
football more than any of j 
the others.·' 
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