65th Annual Rudy Mumley

OVAC® ALL-STAR FOOTBALL
CHARITY CLASSIC

v WEDNESDAY, JULY 21st 5~
“George Strager Evening With the Stars”
at the White Palace

v FRIDAY, JULY 23rd <
¥2010 Queen of Queens Pageant”
at WesBanco Arena

s SATURDAY, JULY 24th <
“PEP RALLY” at WLSC Russek Field
The OVAC® McDonald’s All-Star Band

ALL - STAR GALA

Wheeling Island Stadium
Sunday, July 25, 2010 * Kick-Off at 7:15 p.m.
Advance Sale Ticket: $7.00 ¢ At the Gate $10.00
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By SETH STASKEY

- West Virginia snaps
Ohio’s streak in OVAC
All-Star Classic, 24-14

Times Leader Sports Editor

T-t Pholos/MIKE PALMER
AT LEFT: Ohio's Joe Rine brings down West
Virginia’s Marcus George during Sunday’s game.
ABOVE: Ohio’s Dylan Kimble looks to pass during
the first quarter on a trick play.
Additional images may
cu.timesfeaderoniine.com

be found at

mula for success.

makes a difference.

Island Stadium as West
Virginia snapped its
five-game losing sireak
with a hard-carned 24-
14 victory over its
Buckeye State rivals.
“We've got 364
days where we can say
Wesl Virginia rules,”
an ¢lated Bruney pro-
claimed, “We're really
proud of our kids and
this was just a tremen-
dous week. To top it

even sweeter.”
Losing for the first
time since 2004, Ohio

ance,

Taid it o us.”

West Virginia head coach Tom Bruney has seen
enough OVAC All-Star Games to know the for-

When the rosters for the 65th annual Rudy
Mumlev OVAC All-Star Chanty Football Classic
were announced late last month. the Brooke High
and Mountain State coach said countless times the
game’s outcome is decided in the trenches.

He alse ponted out the fact that when a coach |
can bring his own quarterback to the game. it also §,

Both of the former Martins Ferry Purple Rider
standout’s theories came to fruition Sunday [&E8
evening before a large crowd at muggy Wheeling &

off with a victory is~

was lefl searching for answers and scratching their
heads in the moments shortly after the game.
“Naturally. 1 am disappointed in our perform-
" said Buckeves head coach Ron Pobolish,
“We just seemed to be a hair off: we battled. bu
we ot whipped in the trenches. Today. the best
team won and hats off to West Virginia,”

The Mountain State watched early in the game
as Ohio ~ as is usually the case —~ took over up
front. Constantly having a presence in the West
Virginia backfield. Ohio’s defense wasn't allow-
ing dnythms_ to get untracked.

Howe\er West Virginia stuck with its plan.

Earty on. {Ohio) was more physical to us and
Bruney said. “You could see them
when they got tired and that’s when our kids took

over. | think we did a tremendous job of control-
Fine the line af coerimmaoe an hnth <ides nf the

T |
‘We’ve got
364 days
where we can
say West
Virginia
rules.’

— Tom Bruney

ABOVE: Ohio's Derek-London
Dierkes escapes a tackle of West
Virginia's Marcus George as
Brandon Nicholes {1) tries to
avoid being called for a clipping
penalty.

AT LEFT: Ohio wide receiver
Marco Ricchetti tries to pick up
yardage as West Virginia defen-
sive back Marcus George moves
in for the tackle.

Additional images may be found
at cu.timesleaderonliine.com

T-L Photos/MIKE PALMER
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AT LEFT: Ohio’s Joe Rine brings down West
Virginia’s Marcus George during Sunday’s game.
ABOVE: Ohio’s Dylan Kimble looks to pass during
the first quarter on a trick play.

Additional images may be found at
cu.timesleaderoniine.com

- West Virginia snaps
Ohio’s streak in OVAC
All-Star Classic, 24-14

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

West Virginia head coach Tom Bruney has seen
enough OVAC All-Star Games to know the for-
mula for success.

When the rosters for the 65th annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic
were announced late last month. the Brooke High L
and Mountain State coach said countless times the =

came’s outcome is decided in‘the'trenches. [

He also pointed out the tact that when a coach
can bring his own quarterback to the game, it also [
makes a difference.

Both of the former Martins Ferry Purple Rider
standout’s theories came to fruition Sunday
evening before a large crowd at muggy Wheeling
Island Stadium as West
Virginia snapped (1S |
five-game losing streak
with a hard-carned 24-

14 victory over its
Buckeye State rivals, -

“We've got 364
days where we can say

‘We’ve got
364 days
where we can

West Virginia rules.”

an elated Bruney pro- SAY West
claimed. “We're reaily s

proud of our kids and Vtrgmca

this was just a tremen-  pyles.’

dous week. To top it

off with a victory is — Tom Bruney
even sweeler.”

Losing for the first
time since 2004. Ohio
was left searching for answers and scratching their
heads in the moments shortly after the game.

“Naturally. 1 am disappointed in our perform-
ance.” said Buckeyes head coach Ron Pobolish.
“We just seemed to be a hair off: we battled. but
we got whipped in the trenches. Today. the best
team won and hats oft to West Virginia.”

The Mountain State watched edrly in the game
as Ohio — as is usually the case — took over up
front. Constantly having a presence in the Wesl
Virginia backfield. Ohio’s defense wasn’t allow-
ing anything to get untracked.

However, West Virginia stuck with its plan.

“Early on. (Ohio) was more physical to us and
laid it to us.” Bruney said. “You could see them
when they got tired and that’s when our kids took
over. | think we did a remendous job of control-
ling the line of scrimmage on both sides of the [
ball.” ;

Actually. Bruncy had hoped his squad could
just hang around and keep the game close until the |
fourth quarter and then let the conditioning take |
over. However. it happened a little earlier.

See, OVAC, Page B2

Bruney and OVAC Game just seem to fit together

ABOVE: Ohio's Derek-London
Dierkes escapes a tackle of West
Virginia’s Marcus George as
Brandon Nicholes (1) tries to
avoid being calied for.a clipping
penalty.

AT LEFT: Ohio wide receiver
Marco Ricchetti tries to pick up
yardage as West Virginia defen-
sive back Marcus George moves
in for the tackie.

Additional images may be found
at cu.timesleaderoniine.com

T-L Photos/MIKE PALMER

By SETH STASKEY Brooke High head coach Tom Bruney will I
Times Leader Sports Editor never forget.
] ] . In his first head coaching assignment of the
fU's been a big summer for the Bruney fami- Rudy Mumley OVAC Al-Star Charity
ty. Football Classic. Bruney direcied his OHIO'S D
: . « i, . S1C. ) L ! alton
And believe it or not. there’s still more on - Mountaineers to their first victory in the bi- Smith runs

the horizon for one of the first families of foot-
bail in the Ohio Valley.

In late June. Martins Ferry head coach Dave
Bruney took his rightful place in the Ohio High
School Football Coaches Hall of Fame.

Then carlier in this month. the entire Bruney
family was recognized by the Lou Holtz Upper
Ohio Valley Hall of Fame’s Heritage Family
Award. And next month. Fred Bruney will be
imducted into the OVAC Hall of Fame in
Wheeling.

Then there’s what happened Sunday
evening at Wheeling Island Stadium, which

state clash since 2004,

“To win this game after the amount of work
you pui inte just makes 1 even sweeter,”
Bruney said. "When you work as hard as these
kids and coaches did all week and not to win
just leaves a sour taste in your mouth. but this
was great.”

Bruney™s now 2-0 in the game. His 1981
story has been well-documented when he

kicked the game-winning ticld goal to give |

Ohio a 17-14 victory.

See, BRUNEY, Page B2

through the tun-
nel during pre-
game introduc-
tions. Additional
images may be
found at
cu.timesleadero
nline.com

T-L Photos/MIKE
PALMER
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SPORTS

AP PHOTO
PITTSBURGH PIRATES’ manager John Russell walks to the dugout after mak-
ing a pitching change in the seventh inning against the San Diego Padres during
a baseball game in Pittsburgh, Sunday. The Padres won 6-3.

Padres complete
sweep of Pirates

By PAUL LADEWSKI
For The Times Leader

PITTSBURGH - The Pirates’ clubhouse
was not a good place to be late Sunday
afternoon.

After the San Diego Padres completed a
three-game sweep at PNC Park. 6-3. veter
an reliever Brendan Donnelly held court
for the final time in front of his locker.
where teammates D.J. Carrasco, Javier
Lopez. Evan Meek and Jeff Karsiens had
pulled up chairs in front of him.

At another corner moments earlicr.
rookie Brad Lincoln tried to explain his
latest ineffective start. which would be his
last in the major leagues for awhile.

Donnelly was designated for assignment
for purposes of his release. while Lincoln
was sent to Triple A Indianapolis to work
on his delivery. Their roster spots wiil be
filled on Tuesday.

“I don’t deserve to be here right now.”
Lincoln said. I need to go (to the minor
leagues) 1o work on things and get back to
where 1 was before 1 got here. That’s prob-
ably the best move for me. To continue to
struggle is not good for me and it's not
good for the team.”

In 6 1/3 innings. Lincoln allowed six

runs on eight hits and two walks. Five of
the runs scored i the third inning. when he
allowed five hits. That included an Adrian
Gonzalez home run with a runner on base.

“He'Hl be back here.” manager John
Russell assured. “"He has too good of stuff.
The first time around was a learning expe-
rience for him. He should come back with
a different outlook. He'll know what will
be expected of him.”

In nine starts. Lincoln compiled a 1-4
record and 6.57 carned run average. He
allowed 64 hits and nine home runs in 50
2/3 innings.

Lincoln experienced a noticeable decline
in velocity at times, which he said was the
result of his emphasis to throw strikes, He
reported no health issues.

“My head isn't in the right place.” said
Lincoin. 25, who at lcast raised his batting
average to .400 with two hits. “I think too
much out there. 1 need to go someplace
else and tuke care of it.”

“We still feel there are positive strides to
being made. but we're not where we need
to be with him.” gencral manager Neal
Huntington said. “We feel that it’s best to
get him back in the environment where he
was border-line dominant and get him back
to the things that made him successful.”

NUMBERS
LIKE THESE
ALWAYS

LOOK GOOD
ON PAPER.

Indians
fall to
Tampa

CLEVELAND (AP) -
Reid Brignac liked his
defense even more than his
three-run homer. So did
Tampa Bay manager joe
Maddon.

Brignac staked Wade
Davis to a 3-1 lead with one

3 swing, then made a diving

stop to help the right-hander
remain unbeaten in July as
the Rays beat the Cleveland
Indians 4-2 Sunday.

“I was at the right place
at the right time,” Brignac
said of taking away at least
one run and possibly two
with his stellar seventh-
inning stop. “To help save it
means more to me.”

Joaquin Benoit relieved
Davis (8-9) with one out
and the Rays leading 4-2.
Cleveland got runners to
second and third with two
outs when Carlos Santana
hit a sharp linc drive past
first. Brignac. playing about
20 feet on the grass in short
right on a shift, made a div-
ing stop toward the foul line
on the ball’s first bounce,
scrambled to his feet and
threw out the rookie to end
the threat.

“How about that?”
Maddon said. “*A lot of that
has to do with our advance
scouts.

“We don’t know Santana.
he's been in the league
what, three weeks?
Normally, you don’t move
for a young guy. but our
scouts gave us a good
report.”

The Rays took two of
three in the series to
improve the majors’ best
road record to 33-18. They
had lost 18 in a row at
Progressive Field since
2005 before winning
Saturday.

“We had bad vibes here,
but I like the way we came
back.” Maddon said.
“Amazing how the mood
changes with one win. but
we've actually been playing
very well.”

Tampa Bay scored five or
more runs six times in going
5-4 on a trip to New York.
Baltimore and Cleveland.

Cleveland designated hit-
ter Travis Hafner went 4 for
4, but the Indians were only
1 for 9 with runners in scor-

ing position - making
them 1 for 26 over Tour

games.

*I’ve been able to make a
mechanical change since the
break and it seems that’'s
going pretty well.” said
Hafner, who has hit .455
over his past six games.
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Continued from Page B1

West Virginia went into
the lockerrom looking up at
a 7-3 deficit. but was still
riding a ton of momentum.
Parkersburg South’s
Michael Molinari connect-
ed on a 47-yard field goal
with just over five minutes
to go in the half.

It appeared as if Ohio
was about to tack on a late
touchdown. The Buckeyes
- behind  Monroe
Central’s Derek-London
Dierkes — marched to the
West Virginia red zone
with relative ease.

However, a shot-gun
snap soared over Dierkes’
head for a loss of seven.
With nary a time out. the
Buckeyes scrambled to

but St. Clairsviile’s |
Logan Cook had

his kick blocked

after a bull rush up
the middle.

“We didn't play well.”
Pobolish said.

“We seemed as if we did-
n’'t have the sense of
urgency I had hoped we'd
have. We had some drops.
bad snaps. penalties and
just couldn’t get into a
rhythm.”

West Virginia -~ which
missed a 54-yard field goal
midway through the third
quarter — finally broke
into the end zone on a brief
two-play drive.

Dierkes was picked off
by Oak Glen’s Tyler Reed.
who raced it back 28 yards
to the Buckeyes® 9.

On back-to-back plays.
Bruney called on South’s
bruising fullback Hunter
Ferguson who plunged in
from 3-yards out, giving the
Mountaincers their first
lead in the OVAC game
since 2007. Molinari was
again true on the kick.

From there. the West
Virginia defense took over.

“Our defense played
great,” Bruney said.

“We just made plays all
over the field. We won the
turnover battle, which is
always big.”

The Mountaineers forced
another three-and-out as
they continued their take
over of the line of scrim-
mage.

Gaining possession at its
46. West Virginia ran eight
of nine plays before
Ferguson piunged in from a
vard out to put the
Mountaineers up by a
secmingly comfortable [7-
7 margin.

Ohio wasn’t done just yet
however.

*1 didn’t care if (Ohio)
scored. but T just didn’t
want them to score (00
quickly.” Bruney said.

get the field goal g VA
unit on the field. :-%*\&.

S 2R ¥

D

Opting for Barnesville’s
Dalton Smith. the
Buckeyes™ offense went
back to work.

After moving close to
midfield. Smith was picked
off. but the ball was then
jarred loose into the arms of
Indian Creek’s Doren
Thomas. who raced it to the
36.

Seven plays Ia{er. Smith
found Steubenville's Trey
Wiggins who raced to the
left pylon for the touch-
down. Cook’s PAT was
perfect and it was a 17-14
score.

*1 was hoping it would
stay 17-14.” Bruney said in
reference to the final score
_ when he played for
EJ Ohio in 1981.

With just under

b 5 minutes to go.
~"¥  Pobolish opted for
¢ an on-side kick.

which didn’t pan
out well at all for
Ohio.

“It was a jail break Kick
and we missed the ball.”
Pobolish said.

I thought we were pre-
pared going in. but maybe
we weren't as prepared as |
thought. but it’s a football
game and you've got to
fight, be in shape and get
after it.”

West Virginia erased any
doubt when it took over at
the 40-yard line and ran
five straight plays before
hitting the end zone with
John Marshall’s Steffan
Varner from a yard out.

Brooke's Cotey Wallace
came up big time and time
agatn on the ground in
Bruney's system. During
the game-sealing drive. he
picked up 13 yards off
tackle and during the previ-
ous Wesl Virginia scoring
drive, he had a 17-yard
rush, which put his team in
business.

“We came in as the
underdog. but all week we
were practicing hard.”
Wallace said. “We played
as a team and we had less
mistakes. All week we said.
“we will win,™

West Virginia finished
the game with just 167
yvards of total offense.
which was 70 fewer than
Ohio.

Smith led Ohio’s passing
game with 10-of-21 for
114 yards. Union Local's
Brandon Nicholes caught
four balls for 37 yards.
Buckeye Local’s Bobby
Spence had three receptions
for 42 yards.

Dierkes was the leading
rusher in the game with 64
yards and a touchdown on
13 rushes,

Staskey can be reached at
sgsev@nmneslecderontinecom

@ Bruney

Continued from Page B1

Since he’s been on both sides, Bruney's
a perfect guy to ask about the format of the
game. which draws the ire of many during
the weeks leading up to and after the game.

“Next ycar, (West Virginia) gets
Morgantown and University in the mix. so
we'll have a lot more guys to choose
from.” Bruney said. "I think we can keep
this rivalry going for a long time and
there's no need to change anything to a
north vs. south or anything else. It should
be Ohio vs. West Virginia and come play
in July.” .

if Bruney sticks with tradition. his cell
phone bill could be quite large on July 235.
2011,

You see. Bruney still tries to call his
then head coach Jay Circosta on Aug, i
each year since that’s when the game was
held in 1981. He's got a lot of choices of
guys to call on his 2010 Mountaineer

Ohio people wrong.” said Brooke High's
Coley Wallace. “We know there’s good
football played in West Virginia and we
just proved it.”

m OHIO DEFENSIVE end Joe Rine —
who will go on to Wheeling Jesuit
University as strictly a student in the fall
~ kept things in perspective inside the
Buckeyes' lockerroom.

“You've got to remember the whole
point of this game is for charity,” Rine
said. "No matter if you win or lose. the
money is still raised for the Shriner
Hospital. Obviously, it would have been
great to have won the game. but it was still
great to be a part of this.”

m SOME TACTFUL adjustments
should be made to the Punt. Pass and Kick
contest, which gives a lucky fan an oppor-
tunity to win 10K between the first and
second quarter. It would be tough for a



sweep of Pirates

By PAUL LADEWSKI
For The Times Leader

PITTSBURGH - The Pirates’ clubhouse
was not a good place to be late Sunday
afternoon.

After the San Diego Padres completed a
three-game sweep at PNC Park. 6-3, veter-
an reliever Brendan Donnelly held court
for the final time in front of his locker.
where teammates D.J. Carrasco. Javier
Lopez. Evan Meek and Jeff Karstens had
pulled up chairs in front of him.

At another corner moments earlier.
rookie Brad Lincoln tried to explain his
latest ineffective start. which would be his
last in the major leagues for awhile.

Donnelly was designated for assignment
for purposes of his release, while Lincoln
was sent to Triple A Indianapolis 1o work
on his delivery. Their roster spots will be
filled on Tuesday.

“I don’t deserve to be here right now.”
Lincoln said. *I need to go (to the minor
leagues) to work on things and get back to
where 1 was before I got here. That’s prob-
abiy the best move for me. To continue to
struggle is not good for me and it’s not
good for the team.”

In 6 1/3 innings. Lincoln allowed six

runs on eight hits and (wo walks. Five of
the runs scored in the third inning, when he
allowed five hits. That included an Adrian
Gonzalez home run with a runner on base,

“He'll be back here.” manager John
Russell assured. “He has too good of stuff.
The first time around was a learning expe-
rience for him. He should come back with
a different outtook. He'll know what will
be expected of him.”

In nine starts, Lincoln compiled a -4
record and 6.57 curned run average. He
allowed 64 hits and nine home runs in 50
2/3 innings.

Lincoln experienced a noticeable decline
in velocity at times. which he said was the
result of his emphasis to throw strikes. He
reported no health issues.

“My head isn't in the right place.” said
Lincoln. 25. who at least raised his batting
average to .400 with two hits. I think too
much out there. | need to go someplace
else and take care of it.”

“We still fecl there are positive strides to
being made. but we’re not where we need
to be with him.” gencral manager Neal
Huntington said. “We feel that it's best to
get him back in the environment where he
was border-line dominant and get him back
to the things that made him successful.”

NUMBERS
LIKE THESE
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ULLY WIHICIL oAU Sdillalid
hit a sharp line drive past
first. Brignac. playing about
20 feet on the grass in short
right on a shift, made a div
ing stop toward the foul line
on the ball’s first bounce.
scrambled to his feet and
threw out the rookie to end
the threat.

“How about that?”
Maddon said. “A ot of that
has to do with our advance
scouts,

“We don’t know Santana.
he's been in the league
what, three weeks?
Normally. you don’t move
for a young guy. but our
scouls gave us & good
report.”

The Rays took two of
three in the series to
improve the majors’ best
road record to 33-18. They
had tost 18 in a row at
Progressive Field since
2005 before winning
Saturday.

“We had bad vibes here,
but 1 jike the way we came
back.” Maddon said.
“Amazing how the mood
changes with one win. but
we’ve actually been playing
very well.”

Tampa Bay scored five or
more runs six times in going
5-4 on a trip to New York,
Baltimore and Cleveland.

Cleveland designated hit-
ter Travis Hafner went 4 for
4, but the {ndians were only
| for 9 with runners in scor-
ing position making
them 1 for 26 over four
games.

“I"ve been able to make a
mechanical change since the
break and it seems that’s
going pretty well.” said
Hafner, who has hit .455
over his past six games.

YY O SUCHICU dd J1 WE Uil
n't have the sense of
urgency 1 had hoped we’d
have, We had some drops.,
bad snaps. penalties and
just couldn’t get into a
rhythm.”

West Virginia - which
missed a 54-yard field goal
midway through the third
quarter — finally broke
into the end zone on a brief
two-play drive.

Dierkes was picked off
by Oak Glen's Tyler Reed.
who raced it back 28 vards
to the Buckeyes™ 9.

On back-to-back plays.
Bruncy called on South’s
bruising fullback Hunter
Ferguson who plunged in
from 3-yards out. giving the
Mountatneers their first
lead in the OVAC game
since 2007. Molinan was
again true on the kick.

From there, the West
Virginia defense ook over.

“Qur defense played
greal.” Bruney said.

“We just made plays all
over the field. We won the
turnover battle, which is
always big.”

The Mountaineers forced
another three-and-out as
they continued their take
over of the line of scrim-
mage.

Gaining possession at its
46, West Virginia ran eight
of nine plays before
Ferguson plunged in from a
yard oul to put the
Mountaineers up by a
seemingly comfortable 17-
7 margin.

Ohio wasn't done just yel
however.

“1 didn’t care if (Ohio)
scored, but 1 just didn’t
want them to score too
quickly.” Bruney said.

dild WE HIINDTU LIS uall,
Pobolish said.

“I thought we were pre-
pared going in. but maybe
we weren't as prepared as [
thought. but it’s a football
game and you've got to
fight. be in shape and get
afterit.”

West Virginia erased any
doubt when it took over at
the 40-yard line and ran
five straight plays before
hitting the end zone with
John Marshall’s Steffan
Varner from a yard out.

Brooke's Cotey Wallace
came up big time and time
again on the ground in
Bruney's system. During
the game-sealing drive, he
picked up 13 yards off
tackle and during the previ
ous West Virginia scoring
drive, he had a 17-yard
rush., which put his team in
business.

"We came in as the
underdog. but atl week we
were practicing hard.”
Wallace said. “We played
as a team and we had less
mistakes. All week we said.
“we will win.™”

West Virginia finished
the game with just 167
vards of total offense.
which was 70 fewer than
Ohio.

Smith led Ohio’s passing
game with 10-0f-21 for
114 yards. Union Local’s
Brandon Nicholes caught
four balls for 37 yards.
Buckeye Local’s Bobby
Spence had three receptions
for 42 yards.

Dierkes was the leading
rusher in the game with 64
yards and a touchdown on
13 rushes.

Staskey can be reached at
sk @inesleaderondine com

® Bruney
Continued from Page B1

Since he’s been on both sides. Bruney's
a perfect guy to ask about the format of the
game, which draws the ire of many during
the weeks leading up to and after the game.

“Next ycar. (West Virginia) gels
Morgantown and University in the mix. so
we'll have a lot more guys to choose
from.” Bruney said. ~T think we can keep
this rivalry going for a long time and
there's no neced to change anything to a
north vs. south or anything else. It should
be Ohio vs. West Virginia and come play
in July.” .

If Bruney sticks with tradition. his cell
phone bill could be quite large on July 25.
2011,

You see, Bruncy still tries to cail his
then head coach Jay Circosta on Aug. |
each year since that’s when the game was
held in 1981, He's got a lot of choices of
guys to call on his 2010 Mountaineer
team.

“We did it as a team.” said Brooke's
Coley Wallace. “We practiced that way all
week and that’s how we played.”

Something tells me. Bruney will be call-
ing guys from Madonna. Brooke and
Parkersburg South yearly because the play
ers representing those schools shined
brightly.

AEE

While it’s been a big summer for the
Bruney's. it's been a big year for Ohio
head coach Ron Pobolish. He led his
Panthers to their first-ever home playoff
game, an OVAC and Buckeye 8 title dur-
ing his final season at the helm. He was
then honored carlier this month at a huge
surprise retirement party.

It's those factors which won't gel
Pobolish down despite the Buckeyes™ set-
back.

“I"ve said all week, this game’s not
about me.” Pobolish said. “I coached my
final game against Canal Fuiton Northwest
{in the playoffs) and now I'm going to
smoke a few cigars, mow the grass and
spend time with my family.”

SETH’S SCOOPS

B THE VICTORY for West Virginia is
more than just a victory. It’s all about win-
ning respect from their cross-river foes.

It feels good 1o come out and prove the

Ohio people wrong.” said Brooke High's
Cotey Wallace. “We know there’s good
football played in West Virginia and we
just proved it.”

# OHIO DEFENSIVE end Joe Rine -
who will go on to Wheeling Jesuit
University as strictly a student in the fall
— kept things in perspective inside the
Buckeyes™ lockerroom.

“You've got to remember the whole
point of this game 1s for charity,” Rine
said. "No matter if you win or lose. the
money is still raised for the Shriner
Hospital. Obviously. it would have been
greal to have won the game, but it was still
great to be a part of this.”

® SOME TACTFUL adjustments
should be made to the Punt, Pass and Kick
contest. which gives a lucky fan an oppor-
tunity to win 10K between the first and
second quarter. It would be tough for a
NFL player to accomplish the 120-yard
feat let alone some guy off the street.
who's got a shade less than 48 hours to
prepare.

& THE McDONALD'S OVAC All-
Star Band once again rocked the halftime
show.:Each year, it’s amazing that this
band can arrive at West Liberty University
on Wednesday and come together with a
show like it put forth Sunday evening. It
rocked the disco theme and once again
deserves major kudos. '

B THE ROYALTY was once again
crowned at halftime. John Marshail’s
Shelby Fankhauser was crowned 2010
Queen of Queens. She played the flute for
her talent during last Friday's pageant.
Locaily. St. John Central’s Alexa Macri -
who was brilliant singing Friday - fin-
ished as first runnerup. Bellaire’s Abbie
Merryman  was  crowned  Miss
Congeniality.

B IT WAS nice to see the standing ova-
tion given for the forner all-stars from the
1953, 54 and 55. It's great to see $0 many
of those players return to their roots and
take parl in the honor given Sunday
evening. If we're around. it'll be interest-
ing to see how many of the 2010 stars
return in some 60 odd years.

Staskex can he reached
sstaskev@rimesleaderoniine.com

ail
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OVAC All-Stars continue
preparations for the game

- -+
Jeff Harrison/The Daily JeHersonian

The Ohio All-Stars continued preparing for the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Chari i
= 3 - i lt
gul:rcll:y_ :t YVléeelmg .Is.land Sta(.lmm during workouts at West Liberty University. Scenes from the camp irz:lgzliss(ltf);kl‘::g
ta?l i ri ie PSJ acs\]?‘Vgc:echowskx (_75) and the 0'ther offensive linemen taking a break while receiving a few words from assis-
Pest;c(':::fu altef : ypek; (top' right) Can-lbndge's Tyler Hardesty discussing a defensive setup with assistant coach Phil
iy tom le t), henando?h s Wes _Ratalczak gS) and Barnesville's Dalton Smith (16) lining up against one-another; and
ottom right) Meadowbrook's Josh Riggans talking with assistant coach Andy Weiss. Sunday’s game kicks off at 7:15 ’p.m.

IT IS said that football is King in
the Ohio Valley. That being the case.
his royal gridness ascends his throne
tonight at the 65th annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic.

Prep stars from Ohio and West
Virginia will vie at Wheeling Island
Stadium. climaxing a week of
pageantry and camaraderie. The game
is one of the features of the summer
season and marks the official kicoff
of the high school football for 2010.

The players have been put through
a rigorous practice schedule in
oppressive weather conditions.
Despite the abbreviated preparation
time, we are certain Coach Ron
Pobolish (Ohio) and Coach Tom
Bruney {West Virginia) will have
their respective teams primed to per-
form at peak levels.

We wish both sides the best of luck
and we are rooting for an injury-free
contest.

The game. however, is just one
picce of a sparkling pigskin puzzle.
The Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic has often
been termed an extravaganza.

We believe that is truly the case.

The tootball is accentuated by a
myriad of events and activities.

Our Opinion

Night of Stars

The McDonald's All-Star Band
brings together more than 200 local
prep musicians. In just a few days of
practice. they blend their talents into a
magnificent musical machine.

Nearly two dozen young ladies add
beauty and grace to the festivities as
they compete for the right to be
crowned Queen of Queens at halftime
of tonight's game.

Leading the cheers will be some of
the best cheerleaders in the confer-
ence as some 20 spirit-generators
from both sides of the river will be
spurring on the players and crowd.

Not to be forgotten are participants
from years' past. A 10-year reunion
for the game's participants in 2000
will be held while all-stars from the
games in 1953.'54 and '55 will also
be recognized.

Game director Beb Koch and his
staff leave no stone unturned in put-
ting on a gala affair.

We tip our helmets to all those who
help make the Rudy Mumiey OVAC
All-Star Charity Football Classic just
that -- a classic.

As a result. there are no losers
tonight. Everyone involved is a win-
ner. especially charity. which has
realized more than $800.000 from
past games.

OVAC Game Officials,
Sponsors Praised

Editor. News-Register:
On behalf of t%e 1953-54-55 Footbalt

All-Star team members, 1 am taking this
opportunity to commend the OVAC com-
mittee, sponsors. and particularly Thomas
Rataiczak and Ronald Miller for their out-
standing details to the activities held n
honor of the team members that were in
attendance at the All-Star Game. What a
spectacular ALL-STAR RECEPTION for
the teams that participated 55 plus years

INCERE GRATITUDE.
ago. OUR S ¢ Carl Huber

Jefterson Union, 1955

W.Va. wins
OVAC tilt

OVAC from page B-1

“We had a couple of drops
early in the game and couldn’t
get into any rhythm throwing
it or running 1t the Buckeye
boss added., “Today the best
team won, so hats off to West
Virginia and Coach Bruney and
his staff.”

Ohto broke on top early in
the second guarter by putting
together an eight-play, 57-yard
touchdown drive. Three com-
pletions by Dierkes an a 17-yard
scramble set up a 10-yard TD
run by the ex-Semincle QB,
with Cook adding the PAT kick
for a 7-0 Ohio lead at the 11:07
mark of the second quarter.

West Virginia countered with
a 10-play series which stalled
at the Ohio 30, leading to a
booming 47-yard field goal by
Motinari which pared the lead
to 7-3 with 5:14 left in the first
half.

The Buckeyes had anothet
scoring chance late in the haif,
moving from their 36 to the
West Virginia seven before a bad
snap forced a 32-yard field goal
try by Cook that was blocked.

West Virginia finished with
a net of 145 offensive yards,
including 101 rushing and 44
passing. Wallace accounted for
a good portion of the yards,
rushing 13 times for 65 yards
and completing 7-of-9 passes.

Ohio’s  offensive  oulput
included 149 through the air
and 90 on the ground for a
total of 239. Smith completed
10-0f-21 aerials for 113 yards
after entering the fray late
while Dierkes was 5-of-12 for
36 yards. Dierkes rushed 13
times for 59 yards and Tyler
Hardesty (Cambridge) chipped
in four rushes for 18 yards in the
early-going. Brandon Nicholes
{Union Local) had four catches
for 38 yards and Bobby Spence
{Buckeye Local) caught three
for 41 stripes.

Bruney, who had kicked the
winning field goal for Ohio
representing his alma mater,
Martins Ferry. back in 1981,
said the entire experience was
a memorable one made even
moreso by the victory.

“It was a tremendous experi-
ence” he related. “When you
put that much time in, you want
to win so you don’t go away
with a sour taste. Now we’ve got
364 days where West Virginia
rules.”

In addition to Cambridge’s
Hardesty and Barnesville’s
Smith, the local area was rep-
resented by offensive guard Zac
Wojciechowski of Cambridge,
outside linebacker Josh Riggans
of Meadowbrook and wide
receiver-outside linebacker Wes
Rataizak of Shenandoah.

At halftime. John Marshall's
Shelby Fankhauser was crowned
the 2010 Queen of Queens. The
rest of the court included Alexa
Macri of St. John Central (first
runner-up), Timothi Williams
of Brooke (second runner-up),
Jessica Bailey of Wheeling
Central (third runner-up), Gabbi
Davis of Indian Creek (fourth
runnet-up) and Abbie Merryman
of Bellaire (Miss Congeniality).




Bruney pleased to be
bringing assistants

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

West Virgimia head coach
Tom Bruney knew what he
was fooking for when he
picked his roster for the July
25th Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Charity Football
Classic.

He also knew what he was
looking for when he was
picking a coaching staff for
the Mountaineers to take on
Ohio.

**We had quite the experi-
ence at Brooke last year,”’
Bruney said. “*We're coming
down to the all-star game
with some coaches who've
been with us. some new

West Virginia
Names Coaches

OVAC All-Star Football

coaches who we’ve recently
hired and some holdovers
from last year.™

Joining Bruney on the West
Virginia sideline at Wheeling
Island Stadium next month
and during camp at West Lib-
erty University are Paul Julio,
Frank Sisinni, Troy Fetty,
Scott Joseph and Stuart
Goldstein.

Here’s a capsule look at the
West Virginia coaching staff:

TOM BRUNEY - The
Bruins head coach played for
the Buckeye State in 1981,
but now he’s going 1o try to
do all he can to knock off the
Ohio squad.

See COACHES, Page 24

RTS

Wednesday, June 30, 2010

Coaches

(Continued from Page 17)

Bruney's been a football coach for 25
years. but it took only one season (o
recreate the magic of Brooke football
after he guided the Bruins to a 10-0 reg-
ular season and an eventual spot in the
West Virginia Class AAA title game
where they fell to South Charleston.

Prior to arriving at Brooke. Bruney
has made several coaching stops. He
was an assistant at his alma mater, Mar-
i tins Ferry. for five years. He's also
coached at the University of Toledo,
West Liberty State College and Mary-
vale High School in Arizona. He later
became the head coach of Maryvale.
which is located near Phoenix. for 12
years. He was the head coach for one
season al both Astabula Lakeside and
Maple Heights n Ohio.

He was named The Entelligencer
Coach of the Year and WTOV-TV
Coach of the Year last season, and was
a finalist for OVAC Coach of the Year.
| Other accolades on Bruney’s resume

include six-time Regional Coach of the

Year in Arizona and five-time regional

champions in Arizona.

Bruney. who earned his bachelor’s
degree from Ohio University and M.A.
from Chio Wesleyan., owns a career

| record of 114-51,

Tom and his wife. Shannon. have four
children. Samantha (17). Zack {16).
Niko (1 1) and Rocco (7).

PAUL JULIO — This veteran Bruins
coach has been on the siaff at his alma
mater for 16 years.

Julio was a member of the 1985 state
champion Bruins squad and also their
1986 tcam. which finished as state run-
nerup.

Paul then ptayed four years of foot-
ball at West Liberty State College where
he eventually earned his degree.

Along with football, Julio also serves
on the Bruins’ track coaching staff.

Paul has three children, Carli Julio
{9) Jackson Julio (4) and Alex Martin
(19).

FRANK SISINNI — This former
Bruin played on the Brooke that won the
1987 Class AAA state championship
and finished ranked in the top 25 of the
USA Today poll.

He began coaching shortly after fin-
ishing his degree ai Fairmont State Uni-
versity. He's been a coach for 13 years,
including the last four back at his aima
mater. He's also coached at Steubenville
High.

Sisinni. who is currently the Brooke
baseball coach. has also coached basket-
ball during his career,

TROY FETTY - This former Buck-
eye Local Panther is about to embark on
his first football season working under
Bruney at Brooke.

He's spent six years coaching football
with a stint as defensive coordinater at
Weir and has worked with. ironically
enough. Ohio head coach Ron Pobolish
at Buckeye Local.

Along with his football duties. Fett
also coaches wrestling at Indian Creek
and was named 2006 OVAC Junior
High Coach of the Year.

Fetty attended Ohio University and
currently resides in Tiltonsville.

SCOTT JOSEPH — This former Pur-
ple Rider worked under Bruney last sea-
son and will return for another one.

Joseph graduated trom Martins Ferry
in 1990 and then went on to play four
years at Ashland where he earned his
degree. Along with football. Joseph has
also coached track and field.

STUART GOLDSTEIN This
longtime Bruney friend is about to enter
his first season as a Bruins assistant.

Goldstein moved to the area from
Arizona where he and Bruney became
close. He was a head coach for nine
years in Arizona. He worked for three
years each at Phoenix North, Phoenix
Car! Hayden and Scottsdale Saguaro.

All told. Goldstein has 23 years in the
sport of football. He's also coached
track and wrestling.

Goldstein owns a bachelor’s degree
from Arizona State University.
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OVAC rosters set

* Ali-Stars from Ohio and West Virginia chosen for July 25th game

By SETH STASKEY each coach the nominations of players and
Times Leader Sports Editor the tough part was under way.
Or was it?
Earning the right to coach in the Ohio  ~Actually. it was easy at first because

Valley Athletic Conference All-Star we picked a team we thought we could
Football Game is probably the easy part win (the game) with.” Bruney said. “.But,
of the equation surrounding the = then the original roster we submitted
annual Rudy Mumley Charity ) %\ was sent back to us and we were
Football Classic. -y ‘,‘fh‘\ asked to represent as many schools

West Virginia’s Tom Bruney iy } as we could. so we ‘madp the
and Ohio’s Ron Pobolish both 7 Jer] changes and we feel we’ve still got
P . aE o i /
earned their way o the Sunday, %ﬂ_. 1}\/

a good team we cap compete
July 25th contest at Wheeling & (R i~

Island Stadium thanks to brilliant h Pobolish, meanwhile, yséd _the down-
seasons at Brooke and Buckeye Local, time he had after undergom_g hnp replace-
respectively. ment surgery to sit down with his assem-

However. shortly after the first of the pjed coaching staff to choose who'd rep-
year. game director Bob Koch handed

resent the Buckeyes. '
“We took the reccomendations of the

coaches and tried to fill our needs as best
we could with what we were offered,”
Pobolish said. “I’ve been around this
game a lot of times and people always
want to think Ohio is the favorite, but
you've got to have the right combination
of kids to be successful.”

Bruney. like Pobolish, has been a part
of several OVAC Games. including as a
player in 1981 when he was a member of
the Buckeye State and heiped earn then
Woodsfield High head coach Jay Circosta
his first victory in the annual bi-state
clash.

See, OVAC, Page C3

® OVAC

Continued from Page C1

“When I see the guys [ played with when we get there. but we've got 1o
after all these years we're still hug- evaluate well and find the right pieces
ging each other and catching up 1o fit. Because. when we gei to camp,
because you make friends for a life- we're going to have guys who can
time.” Bruney said. “The experience  adapt 1o different positions.™
of the game is a great thing for the Both coaches have dealt with sev-
kids and coaches. but you know when eral roster changes since they first
you go. you go into it looking to submitted their picks to Koch and the
win.” OVAC,

West Virginia's not had much suc- “We went after some kids from
cess of late in the game, finding itself Zanesville and Wellsville and places
on the short end of several decisive like that, but for different reasons
decisions of late. During those lop- those kids decided not to play.”
sided affairs, the Buckeyes are usual- Pobolish said. “Obviously. there are
ly able to blow things up on the line some guys we’d like to have on our
of scrimmage. which Bruney team. but we feel good about who
observed as well. we've picked.”

“We tried to pick as balanced a Bruney was in the same boat even
team as we could. but the first guys after he had his original roster
we went looking for were linemen.” returned.

Bruney said. “We feel the key for us “We've had kids in other games,
is putting together good lines.” or they're a little bit injured or unable

While Bruney was looking at line- to play due (o their college commit-
men. Pobolish and his staff found ments.” Bruney said. “None of the
quarterbacks a plenty. but names like reasons were bad by any means. but
Dwight Macon of Steubenville and we've got a lot of two-way players
Dylan Potts of River weren't avail- and they'tl all fit into the puzzie

abie due to their Division I college somewhere.”
careers The complete 2010 Qhio OVAC All-Star
e : ) . Game roster looks like this: Tyler Arigon
We're going to h‘f}’e todoa lot of  (Union Locai). Jordan Banks (Steubenvilte),
evaluating (in camp).” Pobolish said. 8randon Barirug {Buckeye Localj, Mickey

- . : ; Bednar (Steubenvile Central), Bobby Bennett
We're not going to do much hitting (Bellaire), Shaun Berry (Zanesville], Jordan

Burress (Martins Ferry), Seth Callarik (St
Clairsville), Logan Cook (S1. Clairsvilie}, Jamey
DeVaul {Steubenviile), Derak-London Dierkes
(Monroe Central), Tyler Hardesty (Cambridge),
J.J. Intorre {Beaver Local), Cody Kaiser
[Harrison Central}, Dylan Kimble {Shadyside),
Nate Maleski [Bridgeport), Jake Mallernee
{Harrison Central), Jarod Meilinger
(Beallsvdle), Brandon Nicholes {Umion Local),
Devon Parson {Marting Ferry), Scott Peach
(Edison), Rylan Pyciak (Buckeye Local), Wes
Rataiczak (Shenandoah)}, Marco Ricchetti
{Martins Ferry), Josh Riggans {Meadowbrook),
Joe Rine (Buckeye Local), Dalton Smith
(Barnesville), Bobby Spence {Buckeye Local),
Dorian Thomas (indian Creek), Seth Todd
(Caidwell), Michael Wayt (Indian Creek), Trey
Wiggins (Steubenville} and Zac Wojciechowski
(Cambridge).

The complete West Virginia roster includes:
Seth Barnhart {Qak Glen), Stingray Bates
(Magnolia), Jared Blatt {Magnolia}, Lou Comis
{Madonna), Huntar Ferguson (Parkersburg
South), Marcus George {Wheeling Park), Alex
Gompers (Wheeling Central), Devin Harrison
{John Marshall}),” Zach Hood (Wheeling
Central}, T.J. Howard (Weir), Andy Huggins
(Magnolia), Dominique Jenkins (Wheeling
Park), Mike Koscevic {Brooke), Craig Kuhar
{Linsly), Jake Lilty (Brooke), Mikey Lough
(Wheeling Park), Christian McGaughey
{Madonna), Michael Molinan (Parkersburg
South}. Nick Nero (Madonna), Max Nogay
{Madanna). Tyler Reed (Oak Glen), Sam
Robinson {John Marshall), Cody Scott (Valley),
Kyle Sims (Brooke), Ryan Small {Parkersburg
South), Jordan Sorge (Wheeling Central), Nate
Taylor (Tyler), Stefan Varner {John Marshail),
Cotey Wallace [Brooke), Jordan Waest
{Wheeling Central}, Griffen Yocum (John
Marshall),

Staskev can be reached at
sstaskev@timesleaderontine.com
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65th Annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All- Star Football Classic

McGrew
reflects on
1955 game

- Classes of '53 and

’54 also to be honored

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

T-L Photo/KIM NORTH
PICTURED ARE wide receivers and defensive backs for Sunday's 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic. Front row, from left, are Trey Wiggins (Steubenville), Bobby Spence (Buckeye Local) and Seth Caliarik
(St. Clairsville). Back row, from left, are Michaei Wayt (Indian Creek), Dylan Kimble (Shadyside), Wes Rataiczak
(Shenandoah) arid Brandon Nicholes (Union Local). Additional images may be found at cu.timesleaderoniine.com

Something’s got to give

« Ohio secondary and W Va. passing game expect to clash often

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

West Virginia head coach Tom Bruney
doesn’t hide the fact that he likes 10 throw
the football.

His spread attack powered Brooke High
10 a | 3-game winning streak and a spot in
the West Virginia Super Six last
December.

It"1l be Ohio’s defensive job to slow that
attack down and it could be tough espe-
cially when you figure Bruney brought his
quarterback Cotey Wallace along for the
week atter the record-setting campaign he
had for the Bruins last season.

“We know what kind of athletes Chio
has over there.” Bruney said. “We also
know that we're not supposed to win this

mmm By

% Huntington

oame Wherever you go. whether it's
Kroz,er or 1o Sheetz or in the media. we're
not supposed to win this game. but we're
going to go out and work hard all week o
win the game.”

Wallace — who ran for more than
1.100 yards and passed for more than

2,100 yards — has been surrounded by
plemy of weapons and an offensive line
which is big and athletic.

"1 don’t know a lot about their team. but
every year in this game (Ohio) is big,
strong and fast.” Wallace said. "It should
be fun and 1 am expecting a really compet-
itive game.”

Wailace and Oak Glen's Seth Bamhart
— who Bruney has been impressed with
through the early practices this week -
are ticketed o see most of the snaps for
the Mountaineers during Sunday’s 65th
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic at Wheeling
Island Stadium.

1 know the offense and I am letting the
other quarterbacks get more reps because

See, OVAC, Page B2 -

Dan McGrew has been a part of foot-
ball on all levels.

The Martins Ferry High School grad-
vate played at Purdue University and
then professionaly before entering the
coaching realm.

However, some of his fondest memo-
ries stem from two July weeks in 1955,

“Playing in this game was the big
thing back then like | am sure it is
today . "

McGrew said.
“It was an
honor to be

. . :

picked because P lay ingin

we only had 25 i

players on the this game.

roster.” was the blg
McGrew and .

18 of his team ﬂ’lll’lg back

mates alon g

with the west then like [

Virginia squad g sure it is

as well as play ,

ers in the 1953 today.

and 1954

OVAC All-

Star Games _

will be recog- Dan

nized during MCGrew

the first quarter
of Sunday’s
65th annual
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic as the conference con-
tinues to recognize and pay homage to
its rich football history.

“It’s nice to be able to get together
and see people you've not seen in a
long time.” McGrew said.

McGrew and several of his team-
mates and opponents spent the better
part of an hour beginning to reminisce
over lunch inside of WesBanco Arena
Tuesday afternoon as they received
instructions about Sunday’s game,

“1 don’t know who all is planning on
coming back. but I am excited to see
whoever decides to come back.”
McGrew said.

Earlier in the summer of 1955,
MecGrew was honored to take part in the
Ohio North-South All-Star Game. but it
had nothing .on what he experienced as
part of the OVAC contest.

“To me there was no comparison in
the two games.” McGrew said. "It was
good because there were good players
from all over the state. but there wasn’t

See, MCGREW, Page B2
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Does Armstrong still have shot at Tour stage win? .

PAU. France (AP} — Lance Armstrong
came oh-so-close to the Tour de France
stage win he’s been yearning for in his final
appearance. and one could still come with
four racing days left.

The seven-time Tour champion ruled
himself out of contention 10 days ago after
struggling in the first Alpine challenge. and
he’s looking forward to retirement when the
race ends in Paris on Sunday.

But Armstrong’s coach says the American
could win a stage.

*“It’s not yet finished.” said Johan
Bruyneel. manager of Armstrong’s
RadioShack team and the man who coached
him during all his victories from 1999 to
200s.

“There’s a single (mountain) stage left un
Thursday ... we're going to try again,” said
Bruyneel, who also has coached the winner
in nine of the last 11 Tours — including
Spaniard Alberto Contador in 2007 and
2009. '

Heading into the final rest day on
Wednesday, Armstrong finished a

respectable — even impressive — sixth in
Stage 16 on Tuesday by keeping up with
and at times leading a breakaway bunch that
got out early in the 124-mile trek up four
nasty Pyrenean peaks.

Tuesday’s stage. which featured a 40-
mile ride down from the Aspin pass. wasn't
suited for a possible Armstrong win as long
as he was surrounded by other — and most-
ly younger — riders,

After a plodding day of climbs, his 38-
year-old legs weren’t ready to battle the final
bunch sprint won by France's Pierrick
Fedrigo.

“It was full-gas ali day.” said Armstrong.
“It’s bgen awhile since I sprinted ... Just not
quick enough. I'm not the best guy in the
race but 1 still have the spirit of a fighter.™

The main race contenders, including over-
all leader Contador and his closest rival,
Andy Schleck of Luxembourg. trailed deep
in the main pack that crossed nearly 7 min-
utes after Armstrong’s breakaway band.

Because the Texan was over 400 minutes
back of Contador 4s the stage began. and

none of the other’s who sprinted ahead were
in close range. the Spaniard. and his biggest
challengers didn’t lay chase.

Armstrong’s now 33:46 back, in 25th
place — up from 31sL.

Tuesday’s trek began along two tough
Pyrenean climbs —~ one right from the start,
when Armstrong joined an attack — and
then up two even harder ones: the Tourmalet
and Aubisque passes.

On paper. it was the hardest day on the
Tour this year.

But in terms of consequence for the race
victory. Thursday’s last of four stages in the
mountains straddling the French-Spanish
border is likely to be the most important. It
features an uphill finish up the Tourmalet —
one almost certain to sift out the potential
winners from the losers.

Schleck, who has promised “revenge”
after Contador swiped the yellow jersey on
Monday in Day 2 in the Pyrenees. knows
he’ll have to make his move to erase his 8-
second deficit and hopefully gain time on
Contador.

® DL

® McGrew

With a mostly flat stage Friday that isn't
likely to alter the standings. Saturday’s
penuittmate stage is a 32.3-mile time trial
— adiscipline Contador excels in.

Within striking distance of the lead. but
more likely just battling for a podium spot,
are Samuel Sanchez of Spain in third, 2 min-
utes behind his compatriot. and Denis
Menchov of Russia — 2:13 back in fourth.

Contador ran afoul of Schleck and many

fans on Monday by not waiting when the
Luxembourg rider had a mechanical glitch
— his chain came off — in the last climb of
Stage 15. Some called it a breach of cycling
etiquette.
* The defending champion. who's looking
for his third Tour win in four years, said he
and Schleck — whom Contador calls a
friend and competitor — were able to patich
things up in the ride Tuesday after Contador
apologized on YouTube.

“We used the day to talk and we have
already arranged everything.” Contador said.
“Both of us did not want to see our friend-
ship broken by what happened yesterday.™

Continued from Page B1

OK. but they didn’'t give me a
chance.”

Nippert. who never lost conscious-
ness, was taken to a local hospital for
a precautionary CT scan. but was
back at the team hotel before the
Rangers won the 14-inning game at
11:58 p.m..

“They told me that all the tests
were normal — | don’t have a con-
cussion, just some bruises and a
iump,” he said. “I don’t even really
have a headache. The only thing is
that 1 get dizzy when I stand up.-and
they said that was normal and would
go away in a day or two.”

One of the happiest people with the
outcome was Jackson. who visited
Nippert in the Texas clubhouse before

Tuesday's game. He ended up on sec-

ond base atter the ball ricocheted off

Nippert's head and into shallow left
field for a doubic.

“It is part of the game. but you
never want to sec that happen.”
Jackson said Monday night, ~IUs
weird. because you want to stop and
check on him. but you have to keep
runming.

Despite Nippert’'s relatively mild
injuries. he didn’t disagree with the
team’s decision to put him on the 15-
day disabled list.

“This isn’t like having a sore elbow
or shoulder — this is my brain we're
talking about.” he said. 1 don’t have
a problem with taking things slowly.”

The Rangers were forced into the

move because they used seven pitch-
ers Monday.

“We needed some help in the
bullpen. and they told us that Dustin
should probably take four or five days
off, so we decided to do the smart
thing and be extremely cautious with
him.” Rangers manager Ron
Washington said.

Texuas recalled reliever Doug
Mathis from Triple-A Oklahoma City
to replace Nippert. Mathis, who is 1-1
with a 6.98 ERA this season for the
Rangers. is capable of pitching multi-
ple innings,

“"We need someone who can go
long right now. and Mathis can do
that.” Washington said.

® OVAC

Continued from Page B1

it's all a refresher for me ever assembled in the Michael Wayt and possibly
and it's always nice when OVAC game. Dalton Smith
you've got an all-star line When Wallace and Barnesville.

the passing game covered.”
Caliarik said. "1 am pretty
sure they'll try to throw and
catch us off guard because

of

and all-star receivers.”
Wallace said. “That should
definitely make i1 better.”
What they’ll be looking
at across from them is a
Buckeyes' defense. which
features a secondary which
could be one of the best

Barnhart are sitting in the
pocket surveying the field.
they'll be seeing the likes
of Bobby Spence of
Buckeye Local. Seth
Cailarik of St. Clairsville.
Marco Ricchetti of Martins
Ferry, Indian Creek’s

Georde Hazlett

HAZLETT LAW OFFICES

Tom Hazlett

DEBT RELIEF ¢ Ohio & West Virginia

STEUBENVILLE OFFICE NOW OPEN
(740) 346-0627
WHEELING OFFICE (304) 242-2410
ST. CLAIRSVILLE OFFICE (740) 695-9202

CHAPTER 7 & 13 « PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE
This law firm has been designated as a debt relief agency.
helping people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code

All told, they combined
for some 30 interceptions
and three of those were
pick sixes.

“We've got a heck of a
crew.” Spence. a two-time
Division I all-Ohio defen-
sive back, said. “We really
racked up the picks during
the season and we were
talking about it carlier in
the week about the seasons
we had.™”

Callarik  — who iy
expected to line up at cor-
nerback during Sunday’s
game — had seven of
those interceptions himself
for tire Red Devils last year
and took one back for six
against Buckeye Local in
week two.

“Weve pretty much got

of who we have we might
think they'll try to run it
more, but we’ll be ready.”

Spence — who did a lit-
tle bit of everything for
Ohio head coach Ron
Pobelish at Buckeye —
isn’'t exactly sure what the
Buckeyes will see from the
Mountaineers. but it's not
tough to figure out what
he’s expecting.

“We'll have 10 wait and
see what they do. but we're
sure hoping they try to
throw it a little bit.” Spence
said. “We'll be ready.”

Staskey can be reached
at sstaskey@timesieaderon-
line.com

AT

It's more than the miles

Ohe Parkergburg

wih A & & —d

Come be part of one the area’s largest events
Q - A A..-'-:..AA.- -k '
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any kind of atmosphere to it. This was the game you want-
ed to play in then, and | am guessing it's like that today.”

McGrew played for the late Whitey Magyar, who was
the coach at Shadyside at the time. Also on the coaching
staff was Rudy Mumley. for whom the game is currently
named and Jack Berger.

A bizarre occurence happened that year.

“We were scheduled to play Saturday night and it go!
rained out.” McGrew recalled. “So. we had to come back
and play on Monday night. but that didn’t deter the crowe
atall.”

After two tough weeks of camp. the players and coach-
es were sent home until the game Monday evening. *

“We just came back in time for the game ready to play,
McGrew said.

Ironically. the next time that occurred was 1964 anc
McGrew was the head coach of the Ohio squad that sea
son.

“It's just the way things work out | guess.” McGrew
relayed. 1 told my players about it and we handled it basi-
cally the same way.”

Calling the game “part of the maturation process.’
McGrew went on fo play collegiately and then profes-
sionally for the Wheeling tronmen as well as the
Buffalo Bills, Denver Broncos and Detroit Lions in the
NFL before coming back to the Ohio Valley to coach ai
the likes of Meadowbrook. St. John Central and Wei
High.

During that time. McGrew's seen a lot of players. ideas.
plays and other aspects come and go.

However. McGrew hasn't totally bought into the think-
ing that the game of football is constantly evolving as the
passing game and spread attacks become more prominent.

“I am from the old school.” McGrew said. 1 stil
belicve the game comes down to blocking and tackling
You can only get off tackle so many ways. There are dif-
ferent formations and things. but as far as [ am concernec
it still comes down to blocking and tackling.”

Since his retirement from coaching. McGrew has
noticed football in the area has changzed. And he doesn™
totally mean by approach.

There was a time when the Ohio Valley was seemingly
cranking out Division [ player after Division i player
Now. the signings are few and far between.

Why? .

“In our area here population is decreasing. schools are
getting smaller and it's becoming tougher to get kids tc
come out.” McGrew said.

"Plus. there are a lot more sports to play and kids have
more of a choice.”

McGrew had choices as well, but playing football anc
then coaching football were the choices he made first anc
foremost. ’

Staskey can be reached at sstuskev@timesteaderon-
line.com
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Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Jeffersonian
~ambridge High graduate Zac Wojciechewski (75) prepares to block West Virginia defender
viike Koscevic of Brooke (32) during the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All.Star Football

Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Joffers
Barnesville High product Dalton Smith (left) pushes away West Virginia's Griffen Yocu
John Marshall (80) during the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Ch

“harity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium, West Virginia won, 24-14.

West Virginia snaps

ball games are usually won.
The West Virginia All-Stars
proved that point Sunday night,
seizing control of the interior in
the second half en route to a 24-
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WHEELING, W.Va. — Speed
1d skill help sell the tickets, but
's in the trenches where foot-
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Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Jeffersonian
shenandoah High graduate Wes Rataiczak leaps for the ball
ts West Virginia’s Michael Molinari of Parkersburg South
lefends during the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
itar Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Istand Stadium.

14 upset victory over Ohio in
the 65th annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Football Charity
Classic at Wheeling Island
Stadium.

The victory snaps a five-year
losing streak by West Virginia
in the showcase event and trims
Ohio’s series lead to 41-23-1,

West Virginia barely managed
50 yards in the first half, but
Ohio was only able to take a
7-3 lead to the lengthy inter-
mission.

A late third quarter tumnover
helped fum the tide, however,
as West Virgn:ua 5 'Iyler Reed
(OsK Glen
by Ohio quarter aC
London Dierkes
Central) at the Chio 38 and
returned it all the way to the
nine-yard line.

Two plays Ilater, fullback
Hunter Ferguson {Parkersburg
South) bulled over from three
yards out and Michael Molinari
(Parkersburg South) added
the point-after kick to put the
Mountain State in front, 10-7,
with 2:30 remaining in the third
period

After Ohio went three-and-
out, West Virginia took over
at the Buckeyes’ 46 and put
together and eight-play scor-
ing series, keyed by a 16-yard
keeper by QB Cotey Wallace
{Brooke) and capped by a one-
yard walk into the end zone by
Ferguson.

Motlinari’s PAT put West
Virginia in front, 17-7, with
9:39 remaining in the game.

Ohio got back within three
points five minutes later thanks
in part to a bizarre play where
West Virginia’s Nate Taylor
{Tyler Consolidated) intercept-

refk-

{Monroe

Chssic at Wheeling Island Stadium.

skid in OVAC clasl

bled it away during the return
and it was recovered by Ohio’s
Doren Thomas (Indian Creek)
to give the Buckeyes renewed
life at the Mountaineers’ 34-

Varner (John Marshall) got the
TD from a yard out with 2:33
left and Molinari’s PAT pushed
West Virginia’s lead back to
10.

yard line. Six more Smith completions
Smith complet- moved Ohio
ed three passes in from its 20
five tries after the to the West
exchange, includ- Virginia 11
ing a 16-yard in the waning
heokup to wide- moments, but
out Trey Wiggins two incomple-
(Steubenville) """.Hmlmglon tions in the end
far a touchdown. zone ended the
Logan Cook (St. Clairsville} action.
booted the extra-point, pulling  Victorious West Virginia

“"@"Oiuo within 17-14 with 14:22
!

foplay.

“A botched on-side kickoff
try by Ohio gave West Virginia
possession at the Buckeyes’ 40
and the Mountain Staters sealed
the deal five plays later. Stefan

coach Tom-Bruney (Brooke)
was quick to credit hi§ linemen
for taking over the game.

“It ended up to be the key,”
he said of the play on the inte-
rior. “They laid it to us for the
first quarter and a half, but you

could see them getting tirt
that’s when our kids took

“We really controlled
side of the trenches in th
ond half and our defense |
really well all night” he :
“I said early on that we w
to keep it tight until the
quarter, and we did the
were able to take control :
sooner than I thought i
third quarter.”

On the other side. 1t *
disappointing end to an
wise-enjoyable week for
and its coach, retiring Bu
Local boss Ron Pobolish

“We’re disappointed 1
play tonight,” offered Pob
“We just seemed to be :
off and a little sluggis
there.

See OVAC page

ed a pass by Ohio QB Dalton
Smith (Bamesville), but he fumn-

WEST VIRGINIA 24, OHIO 14
Ohlo ¢ 7T 0 T—14

West Vi la G 3 7 14—23
Smndm

(Loganmamvua.m)
WV~ Michael Mol (Pumsomy 47 Bl

Ryan Paviow/The Daily Jeffers
Cambridge High product Tyler Hardesty (20 in red) picks up 12 yards before being confi
ed by Wheeling Park’s Marcus George (20 in blue) during early action at the 65th an
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charlty Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium.




Ayan Paviow/The Daily Jeffersonian

Cambridge High graduate Zac Wojciechowski (75) prepares to block West Virginia defender
Mike Koscevic of Brooke (32) during the 65th annual Rudy Mumiley OVAC All-Star Football
Charity Classic at Wheeling Istand Stadium. West Virginia won, 24-14.

West Virginia snaps
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ball games are usually won.
The West Virginia All-Stars
proved that point Sunday night,
seizing control of the interior in
the second half en route to a 24-
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Ryan Paviov/The Daily Jeffersonian
shenandoah High graduate Wes Rataiczak leaps for the ball
1s West Virginia’s Michael Molinari of Parkersburg South
lefends during the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium.

Ryan PaviowThe Daily Jeffarsonian
3t. Clairsville High’s Seth Callarik (32) is upended by West
Virginia defender Marcus George of Wheeling Park (20) dur-
ng the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football
“harity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium.

14 upset victory over Ohio in
the 65th annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Football Charity
Classic at Wheeling Island
Stadium.

The victory snaps a five-year
losing streak by West Virginia
in the showcase event and trims
Ohio’s series lead to 41-23-1.

West Virginia barely managed
50 yards in the first half, but
Ohio was only able to take a
7-3 lead to the lengthy inter-
mission.

A late third quarter turnover
hclpf;_t_:lr tum the tide, however,
as West Virginia's Tyler Reed
{08k Glen)picked 'off{aspa:
by  Ohio quarterbac 1
London Dierkes' (Monroe
Central) at the Ohio 38 and
returned it all the way to the
nine-y_ard;]ine._;,;. gty

Two plays later, fullback
Hunter Ferguson (Parkersburg
South) bulled over from three
yards out and Michael Molinari
{Parkersburg South) added
the point-after kick to put the
Mountain State in front, 10-7,
with 2:30 remaining in the third
peniod

After Chio went three-and-
out, West Virginia took over
at the Buckeyes’ 46 and put
together and eight-play scor-
ing series, keyed by a 16-yard
keeper by QB Cotey Wallace
(Brooke) and capped by a one-
yard walk into the end zone by
Ferguson.

Molinari’'s PAT put West
Virginia in front, 17-7, with
9:39 remaining in the game.

Ohio got back within three
points five minutes later thanks
in part to a bizarre play where
West Virginia’s Nate Taylor
{Tyler Consolidated) intercept-
ed a pass by Ohio QB Dalton
Smith {Bamesville), but he fum-
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Ryan Paviov/The Daily Jefters

Barnesville High product Dalton Smith (left) pushes away West Virginia's Griffen Yocu
John Marshall (80) during the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Ch
Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium.
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bled it away during the return
and 1t was recovered by Ohio’s
Doren Thomas (Indian Creek)
to give the Buckeyes renewed
lif: at the Mountaineers’ 34-
yard line.

Smith complet-
ed three passes in
five tries after the
exchange,includ-
ing a l6-yard
heokup to wide-
out Trey Wiggins
(Steubenville)
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Varner (John Marshall) got the
TD from a yard out with 2:33
left and Molinari’s PAT pushed
West Virginia's lead back to
10.

Six more Smith completions
moved Ohio
from its 20
the West
Virginia 11
in the waning
moments, but
two incomple-
tions in the end

L

far a touchdown.
Logan Cook (St. Clairsville)
booted the extra-point, pulling
o within 17-14 with 4:22

““toplay.

A botched on-side kickoff
try by Ohio gave West Virginia
passession at the Buckeyes’ 40
and the Mountain Staters sealed
the deal five plays later. Stefan

zone ended the
action.

Victorious West Virginia
coach Tom- Bruney (Brooke)
was quick to credit his linemen
for taking over the game.

“It ended up to be the key,”
he said of the play on the inte-
rior. “They laid it to us for the
first quarter and a half, but you

could see them getting tire
that’s when our kids took

“We really controlied
side of the trenches in th
ond half and our defense |
really well all night,” he :
*“1 said early on that we w
to keep it tight until the
quarter, and we did tha
were able to take control ;
sooner than I thought i
third quarter.”

On the other side, it ©
disappointing end o an «
wise-enjoyable week for
and its coach, retiring Bu
Local boss Ron Pobolish

“We're 'disappointed i
play tonigﬁ?"dﬁ'ered Pot
“We just seemed to be .
off and a little sluggis]
there. :

See OVAC page
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Cambridge High product Tyler Hardesty (20 in red) picks up 12 yards before being confi
ed by Wheeling Park’s Marcus George (20 in blue) during early action at the 65th an
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium.

Ryan Paviow/The Daily Jefters:
Meadowbrook High product Josh Riggans (46) prepares for the snap from his ow
linebacker spot during Sunday night's 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Foo
Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. West Virginia won, 24-14.
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West Virginia
snaps j-game
skid to Ohio in
annual OVAC

all-star game

By MIKE MATHISON
Sports editor

WHEELING — The men in
the trenches win a lot of foot-
ball games.

And, the guys up front did so
Sunday in the 635th-annual
Rudy Mumley Ohio Valley Ath-
letic Conference All-Star Foot-
ball Charity Classic at Wheel- |
ing Island Stadium. ;

The West Virginia squad |
whipped the Buckeyes in the
second half up front and
snapped a five-game losing
streak with its 24-14 victory.

“We just seemed to be a hair
off — a little sluggish,” a disap-
pointed Ohio coach Ron Pobol-
ish said moments after coach-
ing his final game. “We battled |
but it looks like we got whipped  §
in the trenches. We had a lot of
delays early in the game and
couldn't get any rhythm (on
offense). We didn’t get much of
:ll rhythm running the ball at

“Somewhere there in the
third quarter, they were blow-
ing us off the ball.

“Our kids had a good week
and they tried hard, but we }
came up a bit short.”

“As the game progressed I
<could sense that our kids were
getting stronger and their kids
were fatiguing,” West Virginia
and Brooke head coach Tom
Bruney said. “I think that was a
big factor because about mid- |

.the. third quartersour .
Started to realize that our
plan was coming to fruition.

“We wanted to keep the
game close and win it in the
+fourth quarter.”

. The Mountaineers outscored
the Buckeyes 14-7 in the fina} <f
quarter, but what happened [ g : . fin e
late in the first half was justasi =/, ¥ FATITER : Phistos by Mike Mathison
telling for both sides. FOOTBALL HAS RETURNED — Top left, Oak Glen's Tyler Reed returns an interception during Sunday’s 65th-annual Rudy Mumley Ohio Val-

Parkersburg South’s Mike |qy athietic.Conference All-Star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. Brooke's Mike Koscevic was one of the captains for the
Molinari blasted .home a 47- Mauntaineers.:West Virginia coach Tom Bruney talks to his offense and Ohio quarterback Derek-London Dierkes tries to escape the rush
yard field goal 5:14 before half. of Madonna’s Lou Comis as he is being held. The Mountaineers snapped a five-game (osing streak with a 24-14 victory.

Ohio eventually had a drive r .
that started with -just under
two minutes left. Quarterback
Derek-London Dierkes scram-
bled 38 yards and then found
Martins Ferry’s Marco Richet-
ti for an 11-yard catch. Dierkes
carried the ball two more times
and the Buckeyes had a third
down inside the 10-yard line.

But, a bad snap resulted in §
St. Clairsville’s Logan Cook
attempting a 32-yard field goal
as time expired.

Madonna’s Lou Comis bust-
ed in and swatted away the
attempt for a 7-3 Qhio lead at
the 40-minute halftime break.

“l was mad because we
should have stopped them ear-
lier in the drive and I think I
last contain on that nnsses-




And, the guys up front did so
Sunday in the 65th-annual
Rudy Mumley Ohio Valley Ath-
letic Conference All-Star Foot-
ball Charity Classic at Wheel-
ing Island Stadium.

The West Virginia squad
whipped the Buckeyes in the
second half up front and
snapped a five-game losing
streak with its 24-14 victory.

“We just seemed to be a hair
off — a little sluggish,” a.disap-
pointed Chio coach Ron Pobol-
ish said moments after coach- [
ing his final game. “We battled i
but it looks like we got whipped |
in the trenches. We had a lot of
delays early in the game and
couldn’'t get any rhythm (on
offense). We didn't get much of
:ll rhythm running the ball at

“Somewhere there in the
third quarter, they were blow-
ing us off the ball. ]

“Our kids had a good week [f!
and they tried hard, but we |
came up a bit short.”
. A3 the game progressed I
<could sense that our kids were
getting stronger and their kids
were fatiguing,” West Virginia [™
and Brooke head coach Tom |[@
Bruney said. “I think that was a
big factor because about mid-

%ids started to realize that our
plan was coming to fruition.

“We wanted to keep the
game close and win it in the
fourth quarter.”

The Mountaineers outscored.
the Buckeyes 14-7 in the final «f
quarter, but what happened i
late in the first half was justas? |
telling for both sides.

Parkersburg South's Mike
Molinari blasted home a 47-
yard field goal 5:14 before half.

Ohio eventually had a drive
that started with just under
two minutes left. Quarterback
Derek-London Dierkes scram-
bled 38 yards and then found
Martins Ferry’s Marco Richet-
ti for an 11-yard catch. Dierkes
carried the ball two more times
and the Buckeyes had a third"
down inside the 10-yard line. I

But, a bad snap resuited in
St. Clairsville’s Logan Cock
attempting a 32-yard field goal
as time expired.

Madonna’s Lou Comis bust-
ed in and swatted away the
attempt for a 7-3 Ohio lead at
the 40-minute halftime break.

“I was mad because we
should have stopped them ear-
lier in the drive and I think I
lost contain on that posses-
sion,” said Comis. “I was just
going after it. The tackle didn't
step down to block me and I
rushed right in.

“I knew I was going to block ¥
it because his leg wasn't even
back to kick and I was about
three feet away from the ball.
It was a pretty good momen-
tum-changer there.

See FOOTBALL Page 2B =

FOOTBALL HAS RETURN
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Photos by Mike Mathison

ED — Top left, Oak Glen's Tyler Reed returns an interception during Sunday's 65th-annual Rudy Mumiey Ohio Val-
ley Athletic.Conference All-Star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Isiand Stadium. Brooke's Mike Koscevic was one of the captains for the
Mauntaineers,.West Virginia coach Tom Bruney talks to his offense and Ohio quarterback Derek-London Dierkes tries to escape the rush
of Madonna’s:Lou Comis as:he is being held. The Mountaineers snapped a five-game losing streak with a 24-14 victory.
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Changes made by Bucs

By PAUL LADEWSKI
For The Weirton Daily Times

PITTSBURGH — The Pirates’ club-
house was not a good place to be Sun-
day afternoon.

After the San Diego Padres com-
pleted a three-game sweep at PNC
Park, 6-3, veteran reliever Brendan
Donnelly held court for the final time
in front of his locker, where team-
mates D.J. Carrasco, Javier Lopez,

_Evan Meek and Jeff Karstens had
pulled up chairs in front of him.

At another corner moments earlier,
rookie Brad Lincoln tried to explain
his latest ineffective start, which
would be his last in the major leagues
for awhile.

PITTSBURGH — §jx days before
the trade deadline, Pirates general
manager Neal Huntington*has drawn
a line in the sand as it concerns the”
bullpen corps. i+ = e

If you want young gugs Joel Han-.

N Ty e S T TR AT
Pirates’ bull el COIpS
By PAUL LADEWSKL ¥ | = 1
For The Weirton Daily Times

P S i

comes at a high cost

Foas
rahan or Evan Meek, then you better
overwhelm him with an offer that he
can’t refuse. And if you want veter-
ans D.J. Carrasco, Octavio Dotel. or
Javier Lopez, be prepared to offer an
A-level packageinreturn.’ 1"

According to league sources, the:

_ See BULLPEN Page 38 =

Donnelly was designated for assign-
ment for purposes of his release, while
Lincoln was sent to Triple A Indi-
anapolis to work on his delivery. Their
roster spots will be filled Tuesday.

“lI don’t deserve to be here right

now,” Lincoln said. “I need to go (to the
minor leagues) to work on things and
get back to where I was before I got
here. That's probably the best move for
me. To continue to struggle is not good
for me and it’s not good for the team.”

S

In 6% innings, Lincoln allowed six
runs on eight hits and two walks. Five
of the runs scored in the third inning,
when he allowed five hits. That inclad-
ed an Adrian Gonzalez home run with
a runner on base. !

“He’ll be back here,” manager John
Russell assured. “He has too good of
stuff. The first time around was a
learning experience for him. He
should come back with a different out-
look. He'll know what will be expected
of him.”

In nine starts, Lincoln compiled a 1-
4 record and 6.57 earned run average.
He allowed 64 hits and nine home runs
in 50% innings.

See PIRATES Page 3B oo



65th Annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Game-

AT LEFT: Martins
Ferry's Marco
Ricchetti hauls his
luggage into his
dorm at West
Liberty University
to begin prepara-
tions for the 65th
annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC
All-Star Charity
Football Classic.
BELOW:
Bealisvilie’s Jarod
Mellinger pulls his
suitcase after
arriving at West
Liberty. The
OVAC Ali-Star
Game is slated
for Sunday
evening at 7:15
p.m.

T-L Photos/SETH
STASKEY

3 =
q ¥ 1k ¥ T

Let’s get it started...

* Players arrive at West Liberty to begin preparations for Sunday’s game

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

WEST LIBERTY - Preparations for the 65th annual Rudy [~
Mumicy OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic officially got
under way for the players Sunday morning.

For Ohio. 30 players reported and one more West Virginia ail- B
star arrived here to begin official training camp.

“We're going to get the kids orientated and out on the field

{(Sunday) to starl (o see — ool b i =
what we have.” said Ohjo ISR el
head coach Ron Pobolish., . . . e o~
This game is some- B Y '

thing special and
something [’ve
dreamed to be a
part of since I was a
little kid.’

— Nate Maleski

who refuses to allow the
entirc week to be about his
final week of prep coach-
ing before he fully
2mbarks on retirement
from couching. “As soon
ds we gel done with dmner.,
we got on the field unul
dark. but we've cot to
streteh them out pretty
q00d.”

During the opening
wactice. Pobolish and his
saff were scheduled to
dress defense more than anything before starting on offensive
vork when practice resumes Monday morning here,

TWithout them knowing, we wanted to start evaluating and
wgin looking al breaking them into some offensive groups.”
‘nbolish said. “With a week 1o get all of this in. it's tough. so
ve're going to get after il. but nothing too heavy because we
lon’t want anyone being banged up for the game.”

When the evaluation process started for the Buckeyes Sunday
vening one of the players who could go on cither side of the hail
n the two-platoon system is Bridgeport High's Nate Maleski.
This (game) 15 something special and something I've dreamed
2 be @ part of since 1 was a little kid and now the dream has

See, OVAC, Page B2

@ OVAC

Continued from Page B1

come true,” Maleski said. “We’re hiere to try to get anothe
win for Ohio and it doesn’t matter what side of the ball
play. I am just going to do my best whereever the coache:
feel I will do my best.”

While the Buckeyes seemingly always come into the
annual summer clash as the favorite, Tom Bruney, the
West Virginia and Brooke High head coach, didn't give
up a week of his summer vacation just for a good time o
week away.

He showed up here Sunday looking for the same kind of
experience he had when he was on the winning side in
1979 for Ohio.

“Looking back at this game, I remember how much fun
we had out here, but we won the game,” Bruney said.
“You need to have fun, develop relationships, but when it
gets down to it, you come here to win the game too.”

The key — according to Bruney — has nothing 1o do
with the physical condition of the players, it’s a lot sim-
pler than that,

“The quicker they bond and become friends will be big
in helping them see that we're here to win the ball game,”
Bruney said. “Early in the week, it’s probably the furthest
thing from their minds, but as the week progresses and
matures, we'll stress the game more and more each day.”

One of the players on the West Virginia squad who will
be a big help in stressing the winning mentality is
Madonna High product Max Nogay, who experienced one
of the most successful prep seasons ever during 2009-10.

Nogay led the Madonna football and baseball teams to
Class A state titles and during the winter secured a state
and OVAC wrestling title.

“l am here to enjoy football one last time and have a
good memory and experience,” Nogay said. “There’s a lot
of tradition in this game and 1 am proud to represent my
family and Madonna and hopefully we can win the game.”

After their morning practices, both teams will be on
Russek Field here for media and picture day.

Staskey cean be reached at
sstaskey@timesleaderoniine.com



Players get settled in
for long week of football

By RICK THORP
Staff Writer

WEST LIBERTY — The coaches of the Rudy
Mumiley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Clas-
sic wasted litile time in starting preparations for
the 65th edition of the bi-state gieam game.

Moments after checking in Sunday afternoon
at West Liberty University. piayers from West
Virginia and Ohio were talking strategy with
their respective mentors.

I think we’ll spend less time on technique
and more time on getting down the schemes
we're gomg o run.”” said Mountaineers coach
Tom Bruney. who guided Brooke High School to
the West Virginia Class AAA title game last
December.

I think once Sunday rolls arcund the team
that makes the least mistakes is going to win. The
more polished we are by Sunday. the better off
we'll be.™

Buckeyes coach Ron Pobolish was eager to
see his plavers in person.

“"We want to evaluate them to see how they
run. how they can move.” he said. *"We want to
set them up in a base offense, watch them throw
and catch. That’s a lot for the first day. But we’re
going to get it done.™

This is the sixth OVAC all-star game for
Pcbolish. who retired as Buckeye Local coach

Photo by Rick Therp
Weirton Madonna’s Max Nogay checks over his equipment during check-in day Sunday at
West Liberty. Players reported for camp in preparation for this weekend's Rudy Mumley
OVAC Ali-Star Charity Football Classic. View additional photos at cu.theintelligencer.net.

Check-In Day

following last season’s Ohio Division 111 playotf
appearance. And the one thing experience has
taught him is evaluating talent quickly is a must.

*"The toughest thing is so many players won't
be given an opportunity to be given a true look at
what they can do.”” he said. *"We have to make a
quick evaluation and go with it.

“*We have to speed teach.™

Bruney and Pobolish have had their rosier in
hand for some time. So they’ve had some sort of
idea what direction they wanted 1o take things.

I think what we’ve done is we have a Plan A
and Plan B.”” Bruney said. ""Plan A is with {quar-
terback) Cotey Wallace. We're going o run the
offense we ran at Brooke last year.

“"But we also have a Plan B. We have (Seth)
Barnhart from Oak Glen and he is a heckuva a
passer. So we can tweak our systemn and and
we'll be able to throw the ball a bit with him,™

Pobolish is looking forward to maximizing his
team’s talent.

*"Defensively. we're solid because we have
coaches who know the system that we want to
run and we selected the players with that in
mind.”” he said. **So defense will be a snap to put
together.

“"Offensively. people want 10 see throwing and
catching. they don’t want to see the old Wing-T.

“You’'ll see some of the Wing T. but I brought
in Gregg Bonar to run the spread offense. So
we’ll mix the spread with the Wing-T and throw
the football around. It should be & lot of fun for
everyone o see,””

Please See CHECK-IN, Puge 15

Check-in

(Continued from Page 13)
Another challenges

coaches face is getting

everyone in the game.

“There is only one foot-
ball and everyone can’t do
the things, so to speak.
they did in high school.
Pobolish said. ~"We have
many guys that ar¢ multi
talented and they can play
more than one position.
We'll probably ask them
to do that.

“*We want to get (the
players) in a position 10
play the best they can.
They re all-stars and this 1s
a great honor for them.

Bruney knows all about
the honor playing in the
game. He was on the Ohio
roster in 1981 for then
Woodsfield High School
coach Jay Circosta.

In fact. in that same
game. Pobolish was a
West Virginia assistant.

"Here we are 29 years
later and 1'm coaching
West Virginia and he’s
coaching Ohio ... 1sn’t that
strange?. ** Bruney said.

“*When we, as a staff.
was asked to coach this
game it was great because
two of the most special
weeks ['ve ever spent in
my life were the two
weeks here al West Liber-

2 “*When [ bump into one
of the guys I played with
we're stiil friends to this
day. It's not like 29 years
have passed. 1t's like a
couple of days. )
“*The honor of playing.
and now coaching, in this
game is really special.
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Countdown continues for Sunday’s
OVAC All-Star Football Classic
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i Jeff Harrison/The Daily Jeffersonian
" Jeft Harrison/The Daily Jeffersonian The George Strager Memorial Football Camp Scholarships were awarded at the George
Kelsey Leach of Bamesville Only two more days until the 65th annual Rudy Mumley Strager Evening with the Stars at Wheeling Park’s White Palace. Pictured, front row I to r, are
(top) and Tiffany Zwick of (QVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic kicks off at Wheeling  West Virginia-side winners Zach Hood, Jordan Sorge and Alex Gompers of Wheeling Central
Shenandoah will be competing  Island Stadium. Discussing final preparations for the game are, and Mike Young head coach at Wheeling Central and co-director of the Strager Camp; back
at the OVAC Queen of Queens | to r, West Virginia head coach Tom Bruney of Brooke High, row, Ohio-side winners Logan Cook of St. Clairsville, Zac Wojciechowski and Tyler Hardesty
pageant fonight at WesBanco game director Bob Koch, and Ohio head coach Ron Pobolish of of Cambridge, Tyler Arigoni of Union Local and Seth Callarik of St. Clairsville, and Kelly

Arena in Wheeling, Buckeye Local High, Sunday’s KickofT is at 7:15 p.m. Rine, athletic director at St. Clairsville High and co-director of the Strager Camp.
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Ohio looks to extend OVAC All-Star dominan

Mid-summer extravaganza unfolds tonight at Wheeling Island Stad

JEFF HARRISON
THE Dany JEFFERSONIAN

WHEELING. W. Va. — Will
OChio continue its dominance
or will West Virginia score an
upset for the first time since
20047

That's the question that will
be answered tonight when the
65th annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Football Charity
Classic unfolds at Wheeling
Isiand Stadium.

The Buckeye Staie has been
dominant in recent years, win-
ning 14 of the last 15 matchups
with its Mountain State rival.
The only break in the string
came back in 2004 when West
Virginia claimed a 21-7 vic-
tory and as usual, Ohio comes

into’the game as the favorite:to " §

retain bragging rights for yet
another year.

Ohio. which won last year’s
game in a 47-7 romp, is being
coached by Buckeye Local’s
Ron Pobolish, who will make
his sixth appearance in the
OVAC contest his last as a head
coach as he retired following
last year.

Pobolish’s counterpart on the
West Virginia sideline is Brooke
High's Tom Bruney, who guid-
ed the Bruins to a West Virginia
Class AAA state runner-up fin-
ish last fali.

There arc five players from
the local area competing on
the Ohic squad — 5-10. 205-
pound running back/linebacker
Tyler Hardesty of Cambridge:
5-i0. 250-pound
lineman  Zac
Wojciechowski
of Cambridge:
5-8. 170-pound
running  back/
hinebacker Josh
Riggans of

s

The Ohio squad for the 65th annual Rody
includes, front row 1 to r, Brandon Nicholes of Union Local, Marcoe Ricchetti of Martins Ferry,
Central, Joe Rine of Buckeye Local, Dylan
of Steubenville Catholic, Tyler Arigoni of Union

"
i

N

OHIO OHig

ICu al

Jeif Hamrison/The Daily

Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic which kicks off tonight at 7:15 p.m. at Wheeilng Islam
Dalton Smith of Bamesville, Derek-London Dierkes
Kimble of Shadyside and Tyler Hardesty of Cambridge; second row, Bobby Spence of Buckeye Local, Mick
'Local, Scott Peach of Edison, Seth Callarik of St. Clairsville, Brandon Bartrug of Buckeye Local, Doren’

Indian Creek and Devon Parson of Martins Ferry; third row, head coach Ron Pobolish, Josh Riggans of Meadowbrook, manager Logan Barsch, Jarod M

Beallsville, Nate Maleski of Bridgeport, manager Ryan Gossett, Jordan Banks of Steubenville;

Jamey DeVaul of Steubenville, manager Aiden Lucey, Jake

of Harrison Central, Bobby Bennett of Bellaire, manager Matthew Barsch and Cody Kaiser of Harrison Central; fourth row, J. J. Intorre of Beaver ]

Wojciechowski of Cambridge,

Trey Wiggins of Steubenville, Rylan Pyciak of Buckeye Local, Wes Rataiczak of Shenandoah, Michael Wayt of Indian Cr

Cook of St. Clairsville and Jordan Burress of Martins Ferry; fifth row, assistant coaches Greg Bonar, Phil Pest and Mark Spigarelli, equipment manag
Roe, assistant coaches George Laase, Blair Closser, Tom O’Connell and Andy Weiss, trainer Randy Elliott and assistant coach Nate Skrzypek.

candidates; the Ohio cheerlead-
ing squad includes Leandra
Winland of Meadowbrook and
Morgan Pryor of Bamesville,
with  Mallory Pryor of
Barnesville serving as the coach;
and the 223-
member OVAC
McDonald's
All-Star
Band will
include Jared
Williams  of
Meadowbrook

Meadowbrook;
6-3. 215-pound wide receiver/
defensive back Wes Rataiczak
of Shenandoah: and 6-3, 180-
pound  quarterback/defen
sive back Dalton Smith of
Bamesville.
EXTRA POINTS

In addition to the football
players. a host of other local
individuals will be a part of the
extravaganza.

Tiffany Zwick of Shenandoah
and Kelsey Leach of Barnesville
arc among 22 Queen of Queen

and eight
musicians from Barnesville

— Melanie Callihan, Alex
Davidson. Paige Duffy. Abby
Faldowski, Hanna Lucas. Stacey
Meadows, Laura Winland and
Lucas Woofter...

Bob Koch, former athlet-
ic director at Cameron High
School. serves as the OVAC
Ali-Star Game director. Reva
Icard is the Queen of Queens
Coordinator; Dru Meyer ts the

See OVAC page B-2

{Under OVAC Sponsorship)
2009 - Chio 47, W. Va. 7
2008 - Ohio 31, W. Va. 7
2007 - Ohio 6, W. Va. 3
2006 - Chio 22, W. Va. 0
2005 - Obio 35, W. Va. 6
2004 - W. Va, 21, Ohio 7
2003 - Ohio 32, W. Va. 26
2002 - Ohio 19. W. Va. 12
2001 - Ohio 36, W. Va. 0
2000 - Ohio 13, W. Va. 7
1999 - Ohio 32, W. Va. O
_1998 - Ohic 41, W. Va. 14
1997 - Ohio 24, W, Va. 14
1996 Ohio43, W. Va. 21
4 1995 - Ohio 21, W.Va. 0
1994 - W. Va. 19, Ohio 14
1993 - W. Va. 34, Ohio 32
1992 - 0-0 (Canceled/Lightning)
1991 - Ohio 30, W. Va. 6
1990 - Ohio 42, W. Va. 0
1989 - W. Va. 22, Ohio 14
1988 - Ohio 13, W. Va. 7
1987 - Ohio 13, W, Va. 11
1986 - Ohio 14, W. Va. 6
1985 - W. Va. 28, Chio 26
1984 - Ohio 23, W Va. 6
1983 - Ohio 26, W. Va. 16
1982 - W. Va, 7. Ohio 6
1981 - Ohio 17, W, Va. 14
1980 - Ohio 10, W. Va. 7
1979 - Ohio 47, W, Va. 13
1978 - Ohio 21, W. Va. 13
§977 - W. Va. 21, Chio 0
1976 - W. Va. 33, Ohio 20
1975 - W. Va. 8, Ohio 0
1974 - W. Va, 13, Ohio 6

K

:

)

Past Scores of OVAC Classic

1973 - W. Va. 38, Ohio 20
1972 - Ohio 24, W. Va. 6
(Pre-OVAC Sponsership)
1971 - No game

1970 - No game

1969 - W. Va. 12, Chio 0
1968 - Ohio 6, W. Va. 0
1967 - W. Va. 18, Ohio 0
1966 - Ohio 26, W. Va. 0
1965 - Ohio 22, W, Va. G
1964 - Ohio 2, W. Va. 0
1963 - No game

1962 - W. Va_ 12, Ohio 6

- 1961, - w.y&113;‘0hi0 9‘_‘!&__;\. e

1960 Ohio 7, W, Va6
1959 %We-Va. 7. Ohio 6
1958 - Ohio 25, W. Va. 0
1957 - Ohio 14, W. Va, 13
1956 - Ohio 27, W. Va. 0
1955 - Qhio 31, W. Va. 20
1954 - W. Va. 13, Ohio 0
1953 - W, Va, 7, Ohio 0
1952 - Ohio 26, W.Va. 13
1951 - Ohio 13, W. Va. &
1950 - Qhio 14, W. Va. 0
1949 - W. Va. 6, Ohio 0
1948 - Ohio 20, W. Va. 7
1947 - W. Va,. 13, Ohio 7
1946 - Ohio 26, W. Va. 7
1945 - No game

1944 - No game

1943 - No game

1942 - W. Va. 7, Chio 0
194t - W. Va. 7, Ohio 0
1940 - W. Va. 13, Ohio 0

Overall series: Olno 41, WVa. 22, 1 ne

Photo courtesy of Briggs F
The Ohio-side OVAC Cheerleaders for tonight’s 65
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity (
Wheeling Island Stadium include, front row 1 to
Bartrug of Buckeye Local, Leandra Winland of Mea
and Morgan Pryor of Barnesville; second row, Mari
of Bridgeport, Bailey Sickles of Steubenville Catho
Ensell of Steubenville Catholic and Kristy Smith
back row, Jalynn Keyser of Bellaire, Coach Mallor
Barnesville and Emily Tennant of St. Clairsviile.
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Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic
oles of Union Local, Marco Ricchetti of Martins Ferry,

Jeff Hamison/The Daily Jeftersonian

which kicks off tonight at 7:15 p.m. at Wheeilng Island Stadinm
Dalton Smith of Barnesville, Derek-London Dierkes of Monroe
yside and Tyler Hardesty of Cambridge; second row, Bobby Spence of Buckeye Local, Mickey Bednar
Peach of Edison, Seth Callarik of St. Clairsville, Brandon Bartrug of Buckeye Local, Doren Thomas of
head coach Ron Pobolish, Josh Riggans of Meadowbrook, manager Logan Barsch, Jarod Mellinger of

Gossett, Jordan Banks of Steubenville; Jamey DeVaul of Steubenville, manager Aiden Lucey, Jake Mallernee

of Harrison Central, Bobby Bennett of Bellaire, manager Matthew Barsch and Cody Kaiser of Harrison Central; fourth row, J. J. Intorre of Beaver Local, Zac
Wojciechowski of Cambridge, Trey Wiggins of Steubenville, Rylan Pyciak of Buckeye Local, Wes Rataiczak of Shenandoah, Michael Wayt of Indian Creek, Logan

Cook of St. Clairsville and Jord
Roe, assistant coaches George Laase, Blair Closser,

candidates; the Ohio cheeriead-
ing squad includes Leandra
Winland of Meadowbrook and
Morgan Pryor of Bamesville,
with Mallory Pryor  of
Bamesville serving as the coach:
and the 223-
member OVAC
McDonald’s
All-Star
Band will
include Jared
Wittiams  of
Meadowbrook

it 8

ad wide receiver/
'k Wes Rataiczak
b and 6-3, 180-
arterback/defen-
Jalton Smith of

tA POINTS

1 to the football
»l of other local
ill be a part of the

ick of Shenandoah
2ach of Bamesville
2 Queen of Queen

and eight
musicians from Bamesville
. Melanie Callihan., Alex
Davidson. Paige Duffy. Abby
Faldowski. Hanna Lucas, Stacey
Meadows, Laura Winland and
Lucas Woofter...

Bob Koch, iormer athlet-
ic director at Cameron High
School. serves as the OVAC
All-Star Game director: Reva
Icard is the Queen of Queens
Coordinator: Dru Meyer is the

See OVAC page B-2

an Burress of Martins Ferry; fifth row,

assistant coaches Greg Bonar, Phil Pest and Mark Spigarelli, equipment manager Rodney
Tom O’ Connell and Andy Weiss, trainer Randy Elliott and assistant coach Nate Skrzypek.

Past Scores of OVAC Classic

{Under OVAC Sponsorship}
200% - Ohio 47, W. Va. 7
2008 - Ohio 31.W. Va. 7
207 - Ohio 6, W. Va. 3
20006 - Ohio 22, W. Va,
2005 - Ohio 35, W. Va. &
2004 - W. Va. 21, Ohio 7
2003 - Qhio 32, W. Va. 26
2002 - Ohio 19. W. Va. 12
2001 - Ohio 36, W, Va. 0
2000 - Chio 13, W. Va. 7
1999 - Ohio 32, W. Va. 0
3 - Ohio 41, W. Va. 14
1997.- Ohig 24, WoVa. 14
1996~ Otio=3. W. Va. 21
1995 - Ohio 21. W. Va. 0
1994 - W. Va. 19, Ohio 14
1993 . W, Va. 34, Ohio 32
1992 - 0-0 (Canccled/Lightning)
1991 - Ohio 30, W. Va. 6
1990 - Ohio 42, W. Va. 0
1989 - W, Va. 22, Ohio 14
1988 - Ohio 13, W.Va. 7
1987 - Ohic 13, W. Va. i1
1986 - Ohio 14, W. Va. 6
1985 - W. Va. 28, Ohio 26
1984 - Ohio 23. W. Va. &
1983 - Chio 26, W. Va. 16
1982 - W. Va. 7, Ohio 6
1981 - Ohio 17. W. Va. 14
1980 - Ohio 10, W.Va. 7
1979 - Ohio 47, W. Va. 13
1978 - Ohio 21, W. Va, 13
1977 - W. Va, 21, Chio 0
{976 - W. Va. 33, Ohio 20
1975 - W. Va. 8, Ohio O
1974 - W. Va. 13, Ohio 6

1971 - W, Va. 38, Ohio 20
1972 - Ohio 24, W. Va. &
{Pre-OVAC Sponsorship)
1971 - No game

1970 - No game

1969 - W. Va. 12, Ohiio 0
1968 - Ohio 6, W, Va. 0
1967 - W. Va. 18, Ohio O
1966 - Ohio 26,-W. Va. 0
1965 - Ohio 22, W. Va. D
1964 - Ohio 2, W. Va. 0
1963 - No game

1962 - W. Va. 12, Ohic 6
1961 - W. Va. 13, Ohio 0 _
1960 - Ohio 7, W. Va. 6
1959 W Va. 7, Ohio 6
1958 - Ohio 25, W. Va. 0
1957 - Ohio 14, W. Va. 13
1956 - Ohio 27, W, Va. 0
1955 - Ohio 31, W. Va, 20
1954 - W. Va. 13, Ohio 0
1953 - W. Va. 7, Ohio 0
1952 - Ohio 26, W. Va. 13
1951 - Ohio 13, W. Va. 6
1950 - Ohio 14, W, Va. 0
1949 - W. Va. 6, Ohio 0
1948 - Ohio 20, W. Va. 7
1947 - W, Va. 13, Ohio 7
1946 - Ohio 26, W. Va. 7
1945 - No game

1944 - No game

1943 - No game

1942 - W. Va. 7, Chio 0
1941 - W. Va. 7, Chio 0
1940 - W. Va. 13, Ohio 0

Overall series: Ohio 41, WoVa, 22, 1 tic

Photo courtesy of Briggs Photography
The Ohio-side OVAC Cheerleaders for tonight’s 65th annual
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic at
Wheeling Island Stadium include, front row | to r, Shelby
Bartrug of Buckeye Local, Leandra Winland of Meadowbrook
and Morgan Pryor of Barnesville; second row, Marissa Lagon
of Bridgeport, Bailey Sickles of Steubenville Catholic, Alisha
Ensell of Steubenville Catholic and Kristy Smith of River;
back row, Jalynn Keyser of Bellaire, Coach Mallory Pryor of
Barnesville and Emily Tennant of St. Clairsville.
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OVAC All-Star gridders clash tonight at Wheeling Island Stad

OVAC { B-1 (his grandfather Jack Schuetz played n 1954); Seth  Mike Clyde, Dave Polanski, Chris Allen. DJ. Hines  Queens Pageant will be announced at |
rom page b- Callarik of St. Clairsville (his father Casey played in  and Tom Costantini. The honorary official is Ron  total of $5.000 in scholarships awarde
McDonald’s All-Star Band coordinator Dianna  1991): Joe Rine of Buckeye Local (his Mauck... finishers as well as Miss Congeniality..
\Vargo is the George Strager Evening with the Stars father Chuck played in 1981); Bobby The Ten-Year Reumon of thosc par-  One fan will get the opportunity
fGoordinator; and Steve Kish is the Ten-Year Reunion Spence of Buckeye Local (his father ticipating in the game will be recog-  $10.000 Punt. Pass and Kick event spc
.Coordinator.. Rob played in 1979), and Ben Wiggins nized during the game and players from  Health Plan at the end of the first quart
m,A half-dozen of this year's players had relatives Of Steubenville (his father Ben played the all-star games in 1953, 54 and '55  In 38 years, the Rudy Mumley ¢

jparticipate in previous OVAC games, including in 1983)... L S will be also honored, with 60 or more  Football Chanty Classic has donate
‘Alex Co s of Wheeling Central (his father T The officials for the game nclude : of those expected to be on hand... $838.000 to charity organizations ar
R et o IE] ®amtmgrwm{  The top finishers of the Queen of  throughout the Ohio Valley.

(played in 1976); Jordan Sorge of Wheeling Cenral ~Butch Minkemeyer. John Przelenski,
1
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C All-Star gridders clash tonight at Wheeling Island Stadium

B-1 (his grandfather Jack Schuetz played in 1954); Seth  Mike Clyde. Dave Polanski. Chris Allen. DJ. Hines  Queens Pageant will be announced at halftime, with a

page b- Callarik of St. Clairsville (his father Casey played in  and Tom Costantini. The honorary official is Ron total of $5.000 in scholarships awarded to the top five
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OVAC all-star gridders gettlg down to busin

JEFF HARRISON
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN

WEST LIBERTY. W. Va. — They've been
checked in to their dorm rooms, checked out
by the media and coaches and now it’s time to
get down to business as the teams prepare for
Sunday’s 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Football Charity Classic.

Ohio coach Ron Pobolish (Buckeye Local) and
West Virginia boss Tom Bruney
(Brooke) both like what they've
seen so far and are ready to put
things together during week-long
training camp on the campus of
West Liberty University.

“We broke down things yester-
day (Sunday) and got our keys.
responsibilities and everything
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game.

“I'm a wing-T man and Gregg is a thrower, so
we'll adjust to whatever our personnel dictates,”
Pobolish advised.

While this is Bruney’s first coaching assignment
in the OVAC contest, he’s not a stranger to the
game having kicked the game-winning field goal
for Ohio in 1981 representing his alma mater,
Martins Ferry.

“Right now we're trying to figure out how
we're going to replace the three
guys who didn’t show up,” said
Bruney, who had 29 of the origi-
nally-selected 32 players report
to camp. “We've got good kids,
but we’re having to juggle them
around and fit them into the puz-
zje the best way we can.

done defensively,” said Pobolish,

who will be coaching in the OVAC Classic for
the sixth time, “and we put in our basic offensive
packages offensively, so it was a busy day.

“We've got a lot of kids who can run and catch
and we need to highlight that in some fashion,” the
Buckeye boss continued. “We might even be more
athletic than | originally anticipated.”

While Pobolish, who retired at the end of
last season, is known for a run-oriented attack,
his offensive coordinator. former Bellaire coach
Gregg Bonar, has always favored the passing

Jeif Harrison/The Daily Jetfersonian
Ohio all-star Seth Callarik of St. Clairsville
looks down at his jersey and could very well
be saying “It looks O.K. from my angle” as he
checks out the accidental upside down lettering
on his game jersey during media day activities

at West Liberty University on Monday.

“One of the things that will help
us is having our own quarterback (Brooke’s Cotey
Wallace) running the system and both of our
inside linebackers are from Brooke, too. i

“There's still a lot of teaching going on and’
things are slow at first,” he conceded, “but as we
get a couple more practices under our belts, we'll
pick up speed and start to jell as a team.”

Did everyone come into camp in good shape?

“Absolutely not,” Bruney laughed. “That’s not
unusual for an all-star game, though. I remember
when | played for (Monroe Central coach) Jay
Circosta, we all came into camp thinking we were
in shape and ready to go and after a few sprints
there were waffles and eggs all over the field.”

As always, Ohio comes into the game as the
prohibitive favorite having won 14 of the last 15
games, but Bruney relishes the underdog role.

“Back when 1 played, West Virginia was the
favorites with all the ‘big dogs’ and D-I players.”
he recalled, “and it’s been pretty much the oppo-
site for a lot of years.

“1'd rather be the underdog,” Bruney continued,
“We've got nothing to lose because we’re not sup-
posed to win the game. Our goal is to keep it close
and we feel the team that makes the least mistakes
in a 48-minute game is usually going to win it

Ohio’s Pobolish says he'll try to downplay the
Ohio-West Virginia rivalry as much as possible,
but knows it won’t be easy.

“We don’t want all of that Ohio-West Virginja
stuff all week,” he said, “but based on past experi-
ences, there will be some of that going on. We want
it to kick in about seven o’clock Sunday night.”

There’s been a lot of talk about doing away with
the Ohio-West Virginia format and switching to a
North-South setup, but Bruney — like many oth-
ers — doesn’t favor that scenario.

“I like it the way 1t is because despite the results,
there’s still a nvalry between the states,” he said,
“I you make it a North-South game, it takes some
of the luster off of it.”

While West Virginia has 29 players, Ohio’s roster
shows 31, but one (Steubenville Central's Mickey

Jeff Harrison/The Dait
These five players will represent the local area on the Ohio team in the 65th a
Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic slated Sunday at Wheeling Islax
Kneeling, 1 to r, are Josh Riggans of Meadowbrook and Wes Rataiczak of Shenandoa
are Tyler Hardesty of Cambridge, Dalton Smith of Barnesville and Zac Waojci
Cambridge. Advance tickets are available at The Daily Jeffersonian office during r
ness hours until Friday. Tickets are $7 in advance and $10 at the gate.

Bednar) is not expected to play due to injury.

Local players suiting up for Ohio include Tyler
Hardesty and Zac Wojciechowski of Cambridge;
Josh Riggans of Meadowbrook: Wes Rataiczak of
Shenandoah and Dalton Smith of Barnesville.

The cheerleading squads and the members of
the McDonald's All-Star Band will report to West
Liberty on Wednesday.

In addition to preparing for the game. the partici-
pants will be involved in a host of other activities
the rest of the week including the George Strager
Evening with the Stars Banquet at Wheeling Park’s
White Palace on Wednesday; the Queen of Queens

Pageant at WesBanco Arena on Frida;
Rally at West Liberty's Russek Field

Tickets for the Evening with the !
and must be purchased in advance
for the Queen of Queens Pageant ar
be purchased at the door the night
There is no admission for the Pep R:

Tickets for the game are $7 tn adv:
at the gate. Advance tickets are ava
at The Daily Jeffersonian office it
Monday through Friday during busir

Sunday’s kickoff for the mid-sumn
will be at 7:15 p.m.
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“Absolutely not,” Bruney laughed. “That’s not
unusual for an all-star game, though. I remember
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As always, Ohio comes into the game as the
prohibitive favorite having won 14 of the last 15
games, but Bruney relishes the underdog role.

“Back when | played, West Virginia was the
favorites with all the ‘big dogs’ and D-I players,”
he recalled, “and it's been pretty much the oppo-
site for a lot of years.

“I'd rather be the underdog,” Bruney continued.
“We've got nothing to lose because we’re not sup-
posed to win the game. Our goal is to keep it close
and we feel the team that makes the least mistakes
in a 48-minute game is usually going to win it.”

Ohio’s Pobolish says he’ll try to downplay the
Ohio-West Virginia rivalry as much as possible,
but knows it won't be easy.

“We don’t want all of that Ohio-West Virginia
stuff all week,” he said. “but based on past experi-
ences, there will be some of that going on. We want
it to kick in about seven o’clock Sunday night”

There's been a lot of talk about doing away with
the Ohio-West Virginia format and switching to a
North-South setup, but Bruney — like many oth-
ers — doesn't favor that scenario.

“J like it the way it is because despite the results,
there’s still a rivalry between the states,” he said,
“If you make it a North-South game, it takes some
of the luster off of it.”

While West Virginia has 29 players, Ohio’s roster
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These five players will represent the local area on the Ohio team in the 65th annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic slated Sunday at Wheeling Island Stadium.
Kneeling, | to r, are Josh Riggans of Meadowbrook and Wes Rataiczak of Shenandoah. Standing

are Tyler Hardesty

of Cambridge, Dalton Smith of Barnesville and Zac Wojciechowski of

Cambridge. Advance tickets are available at The Daily Jeffersonian office during regular busi-
ness hours until Friday. Tickets are $7 in advance and $10 at the gate.

Bednar) is not expected to play due to injury.

Local players suiting up for Ohio include Tyler
Hardesty and Zac Wojciechowski of Cambridge;
Josh Riggans of Meadowbrook; Wes Rataiczak of
Shenandoah and Dalton Smith of Barnesville.

The cheerleading squads and the members of
the McDonald's All-Star Band wil} report to West
Liberty on Wednesday.

In addition to preparing for the game, the partici-
pants will be involved in a host of other activities
the rest of the week including the George Strager
Evening with the Stars Banquet at Wheeling Park’s
White Palace on Wednesday; the Queen of Queens

Pageant at WesBanco Arena on Friday: and the Pep
Rally at West Liberty’s Russek Field on Saturday.

Tickets for the Evening with the Stars are $25
and must be purchased in advance while tickets
for the Queen of Queens Pageant are $5 and can
be purchased at the door the night of the event.
There is no admission for the Pep Rally.

Tickets for the game are $7 in advance and $10
at the gate. Advance tickets are available locally
at The Daily Jeffersonian office in Cambridge
Monday through Friday during business hours.

Sunday's kickoff for the mid-summer showcase
will be at 7:15 p.m.
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PICTURED ARE the running backs for this Sunday’s 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic. |
Front row, from left, are Scott Peach {Edison}), Doren Thomas (Indian Creek) and Brandon Bartrug {Buckeye Local).
Back row, from left, are Josh Riggans {(Meadowbrook), Tyler Arigoni (Linion Local), Mickey Bednar (Steubenville Central)
and Tyler Hardesty (Cambridge). Additional images may be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com

Buckeye players happy
to share in Pob’s finale

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Ron Pobolish has said since he accepted
the post as Ohio head couch for this week-
end’s 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Classic that he didn’t want the
week 1o be all about him,

The hizhly successful and equally per-
sonable former Buckeye Local head coach
announced his well-documented retire-
ment prior to last season and then —
because the Panthers won the OVAC 4-A
title — he was afforded the opportunity
to coach in the annual summer bi-state
clash. which is sel for Sunday evening at
715 p.m.

“It's no big deal to me.” Pobolish saict.
"1 just think you know when it’s time and
this was my time. We're trying to do the
best we can to end (my career) with a vic-
tory.”

Pobolish admits he was leery at first to
accept the assignment he’s held four other
times during his career. which has
spanned (wo terms it Buckeve Local.

‘This is a great time and
Iam glad I get to be

here for Coach Pob’s
last go-around.’

— Bobby Spence

Cadiz, Harrison Central. John Marshall.

However. when he sat down and
thought about the chance 1o coach at least
four of his players one more time and
spend a week with most of his coaching
staff one more time. Pobolish became
more and more receptive to the tdea
before he formally accepted the OVAC's
offer cariy this year.

Pobolish — who led the Panthers to a
Division 1l state runnerup finish in 1994

— took the conference up on its Ohio rule
and chose four of his own players.

And the likes of Bobby Spence. Joe
Rine. Rylan Pyciak and Brandon Bartrug
aren’t here strictly because Pobolish
coached them, but because they earned it.

“This 15 a great time and I am glad | get
to be here for Coach Pob’s last go-around
and happy to share in that with him.”
Spence said. “"We dectded we're going 0
give it one more run and Coach Pob decid-
ed to come with us.”

For Bartrug. the opportunity to play for
many of the same coaches and with the
other three aforementioned players has
conjured up plenty of memories.

“1 just keep thinking about what we
were able to accomplish the last couple of
vears,” Bartrug.said. ~To be here is an
honor and since this is the last time [ will
be putting the pads on and being allowed
o hit someone. 1 plan on making the most
of it.”

The four former Panther plavers are
sceing a slightly different Pobolish than

See BUCKEYE, Page B2

® Buckeye

Continued from Page B1

ovations

moments where the stern

they're accustomed to from
the regular season last fall.
“He’s a pretty intense
guy all of the time, but 1
think he’s taking it easier
on us because he wants to
go out with a win and let
everyone have a good
time,” Spence said. “He
doesn’t know the kids as

well as he knew our team
(at Buckeye), so he doesn’t
want the kids to react dif-
ferently since they’re used
to it. It’s gone well so far.”
Despite his attempts to
sell the public, players and
media that this year’s
OVAC Game isn’t about
him, Pobolish received two

Internet Access!

SERVING MARTINS FERRY

Uniimited Hours Nn Conlrarsnt

standing at
Wednesday’s  George
Strager Evening With the
Stars dinner and has drawn
constant rave reviews from
his West Virginia counter-
part. Tom Bruney this
week..

It’s been quite a few
wecks for Pobolish, who
doesn’t like the limelight. A
couple of weekends ago,
Pobolish’s family surprised
him with a retirement party
and now the entirc OVAC
is tipping its cap to him.

There have been

head coach has seemingly
potten a little choked up
already.

However, he’'s been
schooling his players all
week on keeping their emo-
tions in check until game
time Sunday evening.
However, he may have a
tougher time keeping his
own in check come Sunday
night when he leaves
Wheeling Island Stadium.

Staskey can be reached
at sstaskey@timesleader-
online.com
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From left are B
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Dierkes
{Monroe
Central), Marco E
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(Martins Ferry),
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{Barnesville) g
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(Buckeye §
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- Monroe’s Dierkes, Barnesville’s Smith appear ticketed for signai-caller duties

By SETH STASKEY
Tirmes Leader Sports Editor

Taking a quick glimpse at the
Ohio roster for Sunday’s Rudy
Mumley Charity OVAC All-Star
Football Classic. it's not hard to
figure out it was the year of the
quarterback.

There are no fewer than five
players on the Buckeyes™ 31-man
roster who've got quarterback list-
ed as their primary offensive posi-
tion.

Obviously. not all five guys are
going to see time under center or
in the shotgun for offensive coor-
dinator Gregg Bonar's scheme.

“We ve got a lot of back-ups if
we need them.” smiled Martins
Ferry product Marco Ricchetti,

From early indications. the
quarterbacking duties will come
down 10 Monroe Central’s Derek-
London Dierkes and Barnesville's
Dalton Smith.

“We've gol a lot of Kids who
can throw.” Pobaolish said. "But a
lot of those kids can also catch or
play defense. so they’ll ali help us
come Sunday night.”

With the two guarterbacks
seemingly entrenched. it's a mat-
ler of learning the system or
shall we say systems?

According to Ohio head coach
Ron Pobolish. the offensive game
plan could feature a mixture of all,
but when he and his coaching
staff picked their roster in the
spring they picked versatile ath-

Jetes.

“I'm a Wing-T coach and
Coach Bonar 1s a throwing coach.
so 1 don’t really know what’s
going to happen.” Pobolish
laughed during Monday’s media

THE TWO head
coaches, West

" Virginia’s Tom

— Bruney (left) and
31 Chio’s Ron.

|| Pobolish (right),
for Sunday’s 65th
annual Rudy
Mumiey OVAC

| Ali-Star Charity
Foothall Classic
posed with game
-| director Bob Koch
"l during Monday's
| media day activi-
ties at Russek
Field at West
Liberty University.

T-L Photo/SETH
STASKEY

day at West Liberty University. 1
guess you'll haveto come to the
game to figure that out. but we’ll
adjust to whatever our personnel
dictates.”

When they hit the field for

their first practice Sunday evening
and during Monday's three work-
outs. the Buckeyes worked on a
little bit of everything offensively.

See, OVAC, Page B2

Milliken
wore
many

hats for
OVAC

KIM NORTH
Kim’s Korner;

There was something
missing when the players
from Ohio and West
Virginia reported to West
Liberty Universily on
Sunday to begin prepara-
tions for the 65th annual
Rudy Mumley Ohic Valley
Athletic Conference All-
Star Charity Football
Classic.

Let me re-phrase that.

There was someone miss-
ing.

That someone was Tom
Milliken who donated his
time and efforts. not only to
the OVAC football game,
but the OVAC Ron Mauck
Wrestling Tournament and
the W.Va. Super Six.

*“Tom was a great ambas-
sador for the conference,
Wheeling Park High School
and the Super Six.” former
All-Star Game Director Ron
Mauck said, “He was a
great joy 1o be around. so
this is a sad time for us. He
was a very kind person who
always addressed everyone
with a warm smile.”

Milliken passed away last
weekend after a short ill-
ness. He was laid to rest this
morning.

Ironically. for his loyalty
the program for this year’s
game - to be played
Sunday night at Wheeling
Island Stadium will be
dedicated in his honor.

“Tom was the grease that
made the wheel go around,”
Mauck continued. “He
never wanted to be the
wheel and he never wanted
to be the spoke. He did the
little things that no one
wanted to do, or that no one

saw the intangible
things.” :
Mauck’s time with

Milliken not only involved
athletics, but the families,
See, KORNER, Page B2
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along with the Meyer’s,
would meet several times a
year at Oglebay Park.

“Our families developed
a great relationship,”
Mauck recalled. “We'd
meet at Oglebay for
Oglebayfest and New Years
Eve.”

Game Director Bob Koch
said Milliken
had  been
associated
with the
game longer :
than anyone g{-
current.

“He was
here  with
Rudy over
30  years
ago,” Koch
noted. “There’s not many of
those guys left around.”

Koch added that Milliken
was one of those unigue
Buys.

“He never expected to be
paid. He would be at events
that nobody else was at,”
Koch added. “Tom told me
one time that he just liked
to see the expressions on
the kids’ faces.”

According to Koch, a
moment of silence in
Milliken’s honor will be
observed prior to Sunday’s
contest,

Tom Rataiczak, OVAC
executive director, said it
will be hard to find another
Tom Milliken.

“I don’t know how you
replace a guy like Tom. The
man was always there to
promoete and help out.
Anything we ever asked
him to do he did without
asking any questions.

“It’s guys like him that
allow us to do the things
we've been able to, do,”
Rataiczak continued.
*Nowadays it’s hard to find
people like that because
people just aren’t stepping
up like they did in the past.”

Milliken was probably
best known as being the
ticket seller at the back door
for all Wheeling Park bas-
ketball games.

Being a member of the
media, I never had to enter
that door, but [ do remem-
ber Tom from my days cov-
ering the OVAC wrestling
iournament.

I'd almost bet Tom will
be watching the game
Sunday night, but from a
higher level.

0-H-1-O or O-I-H-0?

St. Clairsville's Seth
Callarik wasn’t sure when
he first put his game jersey
on Monday during Media

Day activities on the
Russek Field turf,

His red No. 32 had O-1-
H-O printed across the top
of it!

However, OVAC offcials
said late Monday that
Callarik would have a new
jersey in time for
Wednesday's  Strager
Evening with the Stars.

Ohio Residents Playing
for W.Va,

Two members of the
Mountaineer squad have a
little added tncentive this
week.

Wheeling Central's Zach
Hood starred for Wheeling
Central during his prep
days while living in Martins
Ferry. :

Linsly’s Craig Kuhar
grew up in St. Clairsville.

“It feels pretty special,”
Hood admitted Monday. “I
always wanted to play in
this game. I just want to
beat them because they are
always favored.”

Hood played one of his
better games last season in
a victory at, ironically,
Martins Ferry.

Kuhar said, “Most of my
friends are in St. Clairsville,
so I'm gearing for them. ]
want 1o win this game.”

According to both, this
will be the last game that
play in. Hood is going to
attend West Liberty, with
Kuhar headed to WVU.

GAME NOTES

® Ohio head coach Rob
Pobolish, while addressing
the media Monday, pulled
no punches when describ-
ing his team,

“We run a 4-4 defense
and a wing-T on offense,
No tricks,” he said.

B Meanwhile, W.Va,
head coach Tom Bruney
said he's been associated
with this game twice, and
Pobolish has been on the
other sidelines both times.

“In high schooi I had the
opportunity to play in the
1981 game for Coach (Jay)
Circosta and Pob was on
the W.Va. staff,” he
recalled. “Now I'm coach-
ing the W.Va. team against
his Ohio team. He’s a class
act and had a great career.”

W Contrary to recent
media reports, Rataiczak
stressed to those in atten-
dance that “the OVAC is
alive and well. It has been
for 68 years and it will be
for another 68 years. You
can take that to-the bank.”

North can be reached at
knorth@timesleaderonline.com

® OVAC
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Dierkes is just one of four players on the Ohio roster listed
as a one-way player, which may be an indication of what
the Buckeyes’ depth chart could took’ like come Sunday
evening.

*“Coach Pob and Coach Bonar definitely have two dif-
ferent offenses, but that's nice since we’ve got the ability
to change it up on the defense,” Dierkes observed. “There
could be times when we come with the spread, but the
very next play have a full-house backfield. We’ve got the
personnel to be pretty balanced.”

Dierkes — who passed for 840 yards and ran for 570
more in the Seminoles’ run-first offense — was rather
tight lipped during media day on what the Mountaineers
and fans could expect to see from the Ohio squad.

“I am not really sure, you'll have to ask the coaches,”
Dierkes relayed. “But, I am not so sure they’ll even tell

oun.”
y Smith, meanwhile, was a little more forthright in the
Buckeyes’ plan..

“We’re putting in a little bit of both,” said Smith.
“We've got some spread from Coach Bonar and then
Coach Pob’s offense, so it’s been fun.”

Smith passed for more than 1,400 yards and 13 touch-
downs with the Shamrocks and he was also a standout on
defense.

Ricchetti, Buckeye Local’s Joe Rine and Shadyside’s
Dylan Kimble are the other quarterbacks listed on the ros-
ter.

However, the facts would indicate ail three are quite
capable of playing other positions. _

Ricchetti was a first-team all-Ohioan in the defensive
backfield for the Purple Riders, while Rine was a brilliant
defensive end with his 6-ft-7 frame. Kimble, meanwhile,
shifted to quarterback by near necessity for the Tigers and
played all over the field prior to his final campaign. ‘

“It doesn’t matter to me to where 1 play,” Ricchetti
said. "I can be a utility man if needed and play receiver,
defense or even some gquarterback if need be. I love play-
ing and I’'m just trying to get on the field anywhere I can
to help the team.” ' ]

Despite their dthleticism and versatility, Pobolish
knows these kids are moving positions and in a week’s
time they might not be as crisp. .

“Moving out of position is tough on some guys, but it's
got to happen, so that we can have an actual team with the
common goal of winning the game,” Pobolish said.

Dierkes, meanwhile, doesn’t think any of the Buckeyes
— regardiess of who’s playing where ~ will have a
tough time picking up something new.

“We've got a tot of athletes here who can play any
position on the field,” Dierkes said. “It’s really good that
we've got a big group of athletes to choose from.” ]

With so many weapons, could the Buckeyes dig into
their bag of tricks?

“We'll be putting them in,” Smith smiled.

Kickoff is slated for 7:15 p.m. Sunday evening.

Staskey can be reached ar

sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com
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OVAC All-Star gridders clash tonight aé;,Wheeling Island Stadium

OVAC from page B-1

McDonald's All-Star Band coordinator; Dianna
Vargo is the George Strager Evening with the Stars
Coordinator; and Steve Kish is the Ten-Year Reunion
Coordinator...

A half<dozen of this year's players had refatives
participate in previous OVAC games, including
Alex Gompers of Wheeling Central (his father Tom
played in 1976); Jordan Sorge of Wheeling Central

Nezorerey SaM

(his grandfather Jack Schuetz played in 1954); Seth  Mike Clyde, Dave Bolanski, Chris Allen. D.J. Hines
Callarik of St. Clairsville (his father Casey played in  and Tom Costantink The honorary official is Ron
1991); Joe Rine of Buckeye Local (his Mauck...

father Chuck played in 1981); Bobby The Ten-Year Reunion of those par-
Spence of Buckeye Local (his father ticipating in the game will be recog-
Rob played in 1979); and Ben Wiggins nized dring the game and players from
of Steubenville (his father Ben played far games in 1953, *54 and 55
in 1983)... will bdalso honored, with 60 or more

The officials for the game include ;

Butch Minkemeyer, John Przelenski,
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Queens Pageant will be announced at halftune, with a
total of $3,000 in scholarships awarded to the top five
finishers as well as Miss Congeniality...

One fan will get the opportunity to attempt the
$10,000 Punt, Pass and Kick event sponsored by The
Health Plan at the end of the first quarter...

In 38 years, the Rudy Muniley OVAC All-Star
Football Chanty Classic has donated m ore than
$838,000 to chanty organizations and scholarships
throughout the Ohio Valley.
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OVAC MEDIA DAY
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I Photo by Rick Thorp
Brooke’s Mike Koscevic (32) and Wheeling Central’s Jordan Sorge get ready to have their pictures taken

Monday at Media Day for the'Rudy Mumiley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic.

Hitting The

Coaches implement
systems as practice
gets going at WLU

By RICK THORP
Staff Writer

WEST LIBERTY - The Rudy
Mumley OVAC Ali-Star Football
Charity Classic got a lot more colorful
Monday afternoon at West Liberty
University.

Against the backdrop of Russek
Field's Mondo-Turf. players from
West Virginia and Ohio donned game
jerseys for the event’s annual Media
Day festivities.

It was a welcome break for the
group of nearly 60 players that hit the
ground running soon after arriving at
camp Sunday afternoon.

But while it was a busy day, Ohio
coach Ron Pobolish said plenty was
accomplished.

“*Our defensive coaches met with
all of the players and their responsibil-
ities down.”” he said. “*We implement-
ed our base offense. got o evaluate all

Ground Running

“We have 29 players in camp and we’ll play
all of them. They are all-stars and we’ll
cut them loose Sunday.”

Ron Pobolish
Ohio coach

of our players. looked at kids for spe-
cial teams ... so. we had a busy first
day.”

Pobolish. the former Buckeye Local
High School coach. discovered his
team had more athleticism than origi-
nally thought

“*We'll adjust to whatever our per-
sonnel dictates.”” Pobolish noted.

Pobolish will be implementing his
Wing-T scheme but, with the help of
assistant coach Gregg Bonar, will also
be utilizing the spread.

“*We have a lot of kids that can
catch and we need to highlight that in
some fashion.” Pobolish said.

Monroe Central quarterback Derek- .

London Dierkes is the favorite to start

20 — THE INTELLIGENCER — Wheeling, W.Va,

Sunday night’s 7:15 p.m. tilt at Wheel-
ing Island Stadium. But Pobolish has
plenty of options behind center.

In addition to the former Seminole.
Pobolish has at his disposal the servic-
es of Martins Ferry’s Marco Ricchett
and his own former signalcaller. Joe
Rine.

Whomever the guarterback is, the
Buckeyes has plenty of speed at
receiver, led by Steubenville’s Trey
Wiggins and Union Local’s Brandon
Nicholes

““We have a lot of speed and a lot of
players that can do damage at different
positions.”” Wiggins said.

Please See RUNNING, Page 16

SPORTS

Milliken
Lasting
Impression

On the Valley

By RICK THORP
Staff Writer

WEST LIBERTY — 1 never had a
chance to meet Tom Milliken.

He was always one of those faces [ saw
covering games. but never had the opportu-
nity to have a conversation with.

That’s my loss. Because from everyone
['ve spoken with the past few days, I've
come to learn more about the type of person
he was and the love he had for the youth of
the vailey.

Milliken, who was a familiar face at
Wheeling Park High School and OVAC ath-
!;:lic events for years. died Saturday at age

l.

One of Milliken’s favorite events was the
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football”
Charity Classic. slated for 7:15 p.m. Sunday
at Wheeling Island Stadium.

Bob Koch. the game’s director, said Mil-
ltken had been involved with the contest
since Mumley himself directed the bi-state
event.

“"Tom was an instrumental guy,”” Koch
said at Monday's Media Day festivities at
West Liberty University’s Student Union.
“"As the years go on there are fewer and

‘fewer folks involved in the game that were

involved when Rudy was doing it.”

During Koch’s words to the West Vir-
ginta and Ohio squads Sunday. Koch had to
compose himself more than once when talk-
ing about Milliken, a Warwood resident.

“"We dedicated the game program to him
this year.”” he said. “"It’s pretty tough to
realize that after all of these years he’s not
going to be here.

“"When it was time to pass out equipment,
he was there. When we needed him to sell
programs. he was there. He'd even come out
(1o West Liberty) for activities through the
week.

""And he never wanted anything in return.
He never asked for anything. He was just
there.™

Milliken also fulfilled a myriad of duties
for the Ron Mauck OVAC Wrestling Cham-
pionships.

I was talking with Ron (also a former
director of the OVAC all-star football game)
and he said that Tom wasn’t a big wheel or a
small wheel. but he was the grease,”” Koch
added. *'He just helped make everything go.
Those people are hard to find.™

Bernie Dolan. principal and former athlet-
ics director at Wheeling Park, echoed those
sentiments.

“"He was a great guy ... a great guy to be
greeting people as they came 1nto our
events.”” Dolan said. '"He mel everyone
with a smile and was very dependable and
very professional.™

Please See MILLIKEN, Page 20

Tuesday, July 20, 2010

Miiliken

director. remembered Mil

whose father.

Chuck,

contest. The rest of the

River. They $7 in advance

burg (Kroger) and Wheel-

(Continued from Page 15)

Milliken was probably
best known as the back

door ticket seller at
Wheeling Park basketball
games,

**Whether it be basket-
ball or football or any kind
of event at (Wheeling
[sland Stadium) Tom was
usually there. 1 also think
he worked every Super
Six we’ve had here.”

Milliken was also a
presence at Patriots track
events.

“"His wife, Sandy. was
always helping.”” Dolan
added. “*(Tom} made it a
family affair.”™

Dwaine Rodgers. the
Patriots” current athletics

liken as a key cog in
Park’s gameday opera-
tions.

“Tom played a big role
(at Park) for a long time.”™
Rodgers said. *"He was
always someone you could
count on and was a gentle
man.”

All in the Family

This year's game will
be a family affair for six
players.

Five of them have
fathers who are alums of
the contest — Alex Gom-
pers (Wheeling Central),
whose father. Tom. piayed
in 176: Seth Callarik {St
Clairsville). whose father,
Casey. played in 1991:
Joe Rine (Buckeye Local).

played in 1981: Bobby
Spence (Buckeye Local).
whose father. Rob. played
in 1979 and Trey Wig-
ins (Steubenville). whose
ather. Ben. played in
1983,

Jordan Sorge and his
grandfather, Jack Schuetz.
will both be on the field.
Sorge, as an all-star for
Wheeling Central, and
Schuelz. who will be
among the returning play-
ers from the 1954 coniest
being recognized. ;

Teams from 1953 and
1955 will also be feted
during the game.

It’s Official

Buich Minkemeyer is
the referee for Sunday’s

officiating crew includes
John Przelenski (umpire):
Mike Clyde {linesman):
Dave Polanski (line
judge): Chris Allen (side
judge): D.J. Hines (field
judge): and Tom Castanti
ni (back judge).

Mauck is the Honorary
Official.

That’s the Ticket

Tickets are the game are
available at many loca-
tions on the West Virginia
and Ohio sides of the Ohio

and $10 at the gate. Fans
aged 5 and under are
admitted free.

West Virginia ticket
locations include Ben-
wood (Kroger). Cameron
(Greg's Market). Chester
(Citizen Drug).
Moundsville {Kroger).
New Martinsville
{Witschey’s Supermarket),
Warwood (Kroger), Weir-
ton (Kroger. Three
Springs Drive and Main
Street locations). Wells-

ing (Kroger}.

Ohio ticket locations are
Bellaire (Kroger), Cam-
bridge (The leffersonian),
East Liverpool (All-Sports
Supplies). Martins Ferry
(Kroger). Shadyside
(DeFelice Brothers Pizza).
St. Clairsville (Kroger),
Steubenville (Kroger and
Smitty’s Floors),
Wellsville {Center Phar-
macy}. Wintersville
{Kroger) and Woodsfield
{Weber’s Drugs).

EZToUse Directories

Most Affordable & Effective



Hunning

{Continued from Page 15)

Cambridge’s Tyler
Hardesty, Indian Creek’s
Doren Thomas and Buck-
eye Local’s Brandon
Bartrug are candidates at
running back.

Steubenville Catholic’s
Mickey Bednar, while
with the team, is injured
and likely won’'t see action
Sunday.

“‘We have 29 players in
camp and we’ll play all of
them,”’ Pobolish said.
**They are all-stars and
we’}l cut them loose Sun-
day.”’

Bruney entered camp
without the services of
three players, who were
unable to attend one rea-
son or another.

But while he may have
had to alter his plans a bit,
the Brooke High School
coach is still excited with
the group he has in tow.

‘““We can’t worry about
the guys that aren’t here,”’
Bruney said, **We have to
take care of the guys we
do have because they are
still all-stars. We'll try to
fit them in the puzzle as
best we can and see what
we can come out with.

‘“We have enough guys
to get it done, but we’il
have to move some guys

around.

“‘One of the things we
were shooting for was not
having to play guys both
ways."’

One thing Bruney is
sure of is what to expect
from quarterback Cotey
Wallace, who helped

uide the Bruins to a

uper Six berth last sea-
son.

*‘It’s an honor to be
selected and it has been a
lot easier with Coach
Bruney here,”’ said Wal-
lace, who threw and ran
for more than 1,000 yards
in 2009,

Wallace is hoping to
halt Ohio’s five-game win-
ning streak in what will be
his second straight game at
Wheeling Island Stadium
going back to last season.

Ohio has won 14 of the
last 15 meetings against
West Virginia. The lone
Mountaineers triumph dur-
ing the period was in
2004 (21-7).

“‘1 know most of the
stuff in this system,’’ he
said, ‘'but I'll refresh a lit-
tle bit and should be OK."

Oak Glen’s Seth Barn-
hart and Wheeling Cen-
tral’s Zach Hood are aiso
in the guarterback mix for
West Virginia.

Monday, July 26, 2010

Boot

{Continued from Page 13)

Turning the Tables
Annually the talk lead-
ing up to the game centers
on the assumption the
Buckeyes simply have too
many horses up front for
the Mountaineers to han-
dle. Generally speaking.
that’s been the case pretty
much on a yearly basis.
Ohio is said to have big
ger, stronger. faster play-
ers. and more of them to
boot. That wasn’t the case
this time.
Surprisingly.  you
could tell they were start-
ing to fatigue in the third
quarter and our guys were
getting stronger,”” Bruney
said. ~"That's what we
talked about on the bench
during a change of posses-
sion — if you keep com-
ing off the ball and chang-
ing the line of scrimmage.
then we can control the
game and win it.”’
Parkersburg South’s
Hunter Ferguson. who
scored a pair of touch-
downs in the victory. saw
that coming to fruition as
far back as the first days

of camp.

**1 like being the under-
dog.”” he said. “*We knew
we had to do what we had
to do.

**The whole week {the
Buckeyes) were arrogant
and didn’t work near as
hard as us or practice as
long as us.

It showed.”’

Don’t Change a Thing

With West Virginia fail-
ing to do much offensively
in the first half, the
natives. many of them
calling for their team to
abandon the spread run-
ning game in favor of the
pass. were getting restless.
Bruney may or may not
have heard them, but they
didn"t affect his playcatl-
ing.

**Never. Always stick to
the game plan,”” he said.
“*One thing ! always think
about is that movie
‘Remember the Titans.’

**The coach said it’s
just like novocaine — be
patient and give it time to
work. .
“*That’s just what we
did.”

Rine
(Continued from Page 13)

Now. as far as off the
field. the biggest concern
was the fact the OVAC saw
a 30-percent increase in
terms of rent to stay at West
Liberty during the week of
camp leading up to the
game.

Again, it’s simple,

First of ali. don’t arrive
for camp until Wednesday.
How much better will a
team get with three less
days of practice? Just go
twice Wednesday. twice
Thursday. and twice Friday.

That cuts out three days
of room and board. as well
as three meals a day.

If you decide that’s not
an option and you still want
to begin Sunday. then have
the players commute for

those three days. Guys from
far away places like
Zanesville. Parkersburg
South. University and Mor-
gantown can be put up in
hotels and that significantly
reduces your costs for the
week.

One final way of cutting
cash is by working out
some sort of deal with one
of the local establishments
like Figaretti’s, Undos, or
Quaker Steak and Lube. 1
have no second thoughts
about each one being more
than happy to donate one
meal a day.

The game is already
good. But it has the poten-
tial to be great.

Shawn Rine can be
reached via e-mail at
Rine@theintelligencer.net

W.Va.

(Continued from Page 13)

**Everyone says defense
wins championships.” Weir-
ton Madonna’s Lou Comis
said. “*and that’'s what hap-
pened (Sunday).”

Indeed.

“‘As the game progressed
| could sense that our kids
were getting stronger and
their kids were fatiguing.”
Bruney said. *°I think that
was a big factor because
about midway of the third
quarter our Kids started to
realize that our plan was
coming to fruition.

““‘We wanted to keep the
game close and win it in the
fourth quarter.’”

Actually, West Virginia
took the lead for good in the
third quarter, on the first of
two touchdown runs by
Parkersburg South’s Hunter
Ferguson.

And when Ferguson
scored from short yardage
again early in the fourth
quarter to give West Virginia
a 17-7 lead. it increased the
Mountaineers” confidence
and deflated the Buckeyes.

““We just seemed to be a
hair off ... a little sluggish.”
a disappointed Ohio coach
Ron Pobolish said moments
after coaching his final
game.

“*We battled but it looks
like we got whipped in the
trenches.

**Our kids had a good
week and the tried hard, but
(Sunday) we came up a bit
short.”

Things got off to a great
start for Ohio as Cam-
bridge's Tyler Hardesty ran
for 9 and 11 yards on the
first two plays from scrim-
mage.

But the Buckeyes — and
the Mountaineers — could-
n't find any offensive
rhythm. )

That was until late in the
first half when Ohio drove
57 yards in eight plays to
record the game’s first score.
a 6-yard jaunt by quarter-
back Derek-London Dierkes.
Logan Cook’s extra point
gave Ohio a 7-0 lead.

West Virginia, utilizing
Bruney's spread offense.
marched right back. And
when the Mountaineers’
drive stalled at the Ohio 30.
Parkersburg South’s Michael
Molinari came on and calm-
ly booted a 47-yard field
goal to cut the lead to 7-3
with 5:14 left in the half.

Later. in. the.guarter, Ohio _

got the ball with 1:57
remaining. On the second
play, Dierkes scrambled up
the middle for 38 yards.

Then, the former Monroe
Central quarterback hit Mar-
tins Ferry’s Marco Ricchetti
for 11 more. Two more
Dierkes runs put Ohio inside
the 10, poised to take a com-
manding lead.

But on third down. the

Buckeyes were foiled by a
bad snap. Then, with the
clock running, Cook’s 32-
yard field-goal attempt was
swatted down by Comis,

**That was outstanding.”’
Bruney said. ‘*Our goal there
was to hold them to at least
three. We held them and
then blocked the damn thing.
That gave us momentum
going into the third quarter.”

With the West Virginia
defense doing its thing, the
Mountaineers offense fol-
lowed suit.

After Oak Glen’s Tyler
Reed picked off a Dierkes
pass and returned it to the
Ohio 10, West Virginia need
just two plays to take the
lead.

Ferguson ran for 7 yards
on the first play and scored
the TD on the second to help
give West Virginia a 10-7
lead.

**It might have been odd
1o see such a big kid in our
offense.”” Bruney said of the
former South star, who led
West Virginia with 57 yards
rushing. **but he has some
pretty nimble feet.”

Down 17-7 with 9:39
left, Ohio and former Bar-
nesville star Dalton Smith
directed a 12-play, 77-yard
drive that culminated with a
16-yard touchdown pass
from Smith to ex
Steubenville receiver Trey
Wiggins to help make the
score 17-14.

On the ensuing kickoff,
Cook attempted an onside
kick. but the ball simply
spun around at the Ohio 40,
where West Virginia took
OVer.

Wallace had runs of 14
and 16 yards on the drive.
And then Stefan Vamer. of
John Marshall, scored from
1 yard out to seal the victory.

Wallace completed his
first eight passes and fin-
ished with 60 yards for West
Virginia. while Nate Taylor
caught three balls for 26
yards.

Smith was 10 of 21 for
114 yards for Ohio. with
Brandon Nicholes, formerly
of Union Local. catching
four passes for 37 yards.

West Virginia 24, Ohic 14
West Virginia 03714=24
Ohig 0707-—14

O — Dierkes 6 run (Cook kick}

W — FG Maolinari 47

W — Ferguson 3 run tMolinari kick)

W - Farguson 1 run tMolinari kick)

O — Wiggins 16 pass from Smith
{Caook kick)

W — Varner 1 run {Molinari kick)

Statistics

Rushing: West Virginia 33-113-3td
{Farguson 10-57-2td, Wallace 14485,
Bates 5.9, George 2-6, Varner 1.°1-td,
Hood 1-{-8); Ohio 27-96-1d [Dierkes 13-
§4-td, Hardesty 4-18, Thomas 3-2, Smith
6-16, Spence 1-{-4).

Passing: Wast Virginia 9-12-60 (Wal-
lace 9-11-680, Hood 0-1-0); Qhio 15.33-
:II?IISZX {Dierkes 5-12-43-x, Smith 10-21-

Roi:aiving: ‘West Virginia (George 2-
19, Yocum 1.7, Taylor 3-26, Bates 1-5,
Kuhar 1-B, Ferguson 1-1-5); Ohio {Callarik
1.19, Nicholes 4-37, Rataiczak 1-1, Rie-
chetti 1-11, Spence 3-42, Wayt 1.9, Wig-

ging 1:16-td, Kimbila 1-16, Thomas 2-6).
5 First Downs: West Virginia 12; Chio
1

" Fumbles: West Virginia 1-0; Chio 0-0.
Penalties: West Virginia 5-25; Ohio 6
27.
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Brad Lincoln had another poor outing in a
loss to San Diego, earning him a trip back to

the minor leagues/14
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RUDY MUMLEY OVAC ALL-STAR FOOTBALL CHARITY CLASSIC
A Few Simple Fixes to the Mid-Summer Event

WHEELING — A lot of questions
have been-posed recently about the
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic. After Sunday’s 65th
annual installment. each and every one
of them persists.

After a week of deliberation and
another firsthand view of the event, [
think I've come up with some pretty
good solutions — both for the confer-
ence’s wallet and those who attend the
game.

We'll start with the game itself.

It's admirable what the OVAC has
put together for what it is now calling
its *All-Star Gala.” Frankly. however.
there's too much shoehorned into one
night of entertainment. We've got the

Queen of Queens. the recognition of
past all-stars, the All-Star Cheerleaders
and the OVAC McDonald’s All-Star
Band.

Though all are nice ideas, the game
itself has almost become secondary.
Sunday’s edition lasted more than three
hours — three hours for a high school
football game! And heck. this one went
by quickly.

On a sheet of paper taped up inside
the West Virginia locker room. the con-
ference allotted 15 minutes for the nam-
ing of the Queen of Queens. and another
15 for the band to play during halftime.
That’s a half an hour — it lasted longer
than that — for what is normally a 20-
minute affair during a regular-season

\U’

Shawn Rme .

game.

What’s the solution?

Well, both those groups are on the
field prior to kickoff. How about the
band serenades the fans into the stadium
with an endless number of songs, and
the Queen is actually named at the con-
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Photos by Mike Palmer

Top: Brooke's Cotey Wailace (1) gets behind his offensive line as he looks to escape pressure during Sunday’s
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic at Wheellng Island Stadium. Bottom: Wheellng Park’s Mar-
cus George eludes a tackle from an Ohio defender. - i

W.Va. Snaps Skid

Mountaineers defense takes control in
second half of 24-14 victory vs. Ohio

By RICK THORP
Staff Writer

WHEELING - One play can
change the course of a football
game.

The final play of the first half
ot Sunday night’s Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Football Charity
Classic proved that.

West Virginia's blocked field
goal as time “expired after the first
24 minutes not only kept Ohio
from a 10-3 halftime lead. but
sparked a Mountaineers defense
that controlled the next 24,

West Virginia held Ohio to
minus- 12 vards of total offense
during the first 14:21 of the sec-
ond half, And during that same
time. the Mountaineers scored 14
unanswered points en route o a
24-14 triumph in the 65th instail-
ment of the summer gleam game
at Wheeling Island Stadium.

*As a coach. I'm elated for our

kids and our coaching staff
because they worked their butts
off this week.”” West Virginia
and Brooke High School coach
Tom Bruney said.

West Virginia‘s victory
snapped Chio’s five-game win-
ning streak and gave the Moun-
taineers their first victory since a
21-7 triumph in 2004,

*Everyone picked us to lose
this game. but we came out and
proved everyone wrong,”’ said
West Virginia quarterback Cotey
Wallace. who guided Brooke to
Wheeling Island Stadium for the
Super Six last December.

That trip resulted in a loss to
South Charleston. But there were
plenty of smiles Sunday night.
not only for the four Bruins in the
game. but for the rest of the
Mountaineers.

Please See W.VA.. Page 16

i i g, SR TR

clusion of the pageant Friday night. You
can still introduce them ail during
pregame. and that way the winner gets
not one, but two days in the sun.

In the process, you've just shaved
approximately 12 minutes off the time
restless fans have to sit in the stands,
and everyone gets home that much
sooner.

Lastly. get the game off television —
at least five television.

After the longer-than-necessary half-
time (they may as well change the name
to ‘halfhourtime”) we all had to sit
through a TV timeout following the first
change of possession.

Please See RINE. Page 16

Molinari
Puts Boot
To Ohio

South kicker plays
key role for W.Va.

By SHAWN RINE
Sports Editor

WHEELING — The 47-yard field
goal in the second quarter of the 65th
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star’ Charity Football Classic will
forever be a part of the box score.
But the better part of Parkersburg
South’s Michae! Molinari's work
won’'t be found in such places.

His labor was not lost on West
Virginia coach Tom Bruney, howev-
er.

=T told Michael, 1 said "look. I
don’t like watching kickoffs. 1 usual-
Iy go back to the bench and get a
drink and listen to the crowd. but 1
don’t watch it because they scare
me." " Bruney said following the
Mountaineers’ 24-14 victory against
Ohio at Wheeling Island Stadium. *'l
said. ‘I know you've got a good leg.
In 10 attempts how many can you
kick into the end zone? He said nine.’

‘*‘He did exactly what he said.””

Not quite. but it’s semantics, real-

With the Buckeyes having feared
returnmen Bobby Spence. Trey Wig-
gins and Dylan Kimble back deep.
Molinari refused to let any of them
be a factor. Of his five kickoffs, four
went either into, or through the end
zone,

**He’s a tremendous kicker.™’
Bruney said. '*He's going to go
down to WVU and walk on. and 1
just pray to God that in a couple of
years we get to see him kicking on
national TV because he is an awe-
some kid and an awesome kicker.™

Hat Trick

For a couple of Weirton Madonna
graduates this marked the culmina-
tion of the end of a story that few in
Hollywood would dare to touch.
Louie Comis and Max Nogay not
only won state football and baseball
titles this season. but they capped off
outstanding carcers by helping lead
West Vlrglma past bitter rival Ohio
on Sunday.

“*A couple of coaches from
Brooke. they followed us (during the

year).”” Comis said. **One of the
coaches said. one more feather in the
cap.” "’

A third Madonna participant in the
all-star game. Christian McGaughey,
also won a state Class A title last
December.

Please See BOOT. Page 16
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Top: Brooke's Cotey Wallace (1) gets behind his offensive line as he looks to escape pressure during Sunday’s
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic at Wheellng Island Stadium. Bottom; Wheehng Park’s Mar-
cus George eludes atackle from an Ohio.defender. - L

W.Va. Snaps Skid

Mountaineers defense takes control in
second half of 24-14 victory vs. Ohio

By RICK THORP
Staff Writer

WHEELING — One play can
change the course of a football
aame.

The final play of the first half
of Sunday night’s Rudy Mumiley
OVAC All-Star Football Charity
Classic proved that.

West Virginia's blocked field
£ou | as time expired after the first
_4 minutes not only kept Ohio

from a 10-3 halftime lead. but
sparked u Mountaineers defense
that controlled the next 24,

West Virginia held Ohio to
minus- 12 vards of total offense
during the first 14:21 of the sec-
ond half, And during that same
time. the Mountaineers scored 14
untanswered points en route to a
24-14 triumph in the 65th instail-
ment of the summer gleam game
al Wheeling 1slund Stadium,

= As g cowch, 1'm elated for our

kids and our coaching staff
because they worked their butts
off this week.”” West Virginia
and Brooke High School coach
Tom Bruney said.

West Virginia's victory
snapped Ohio’s five-game win-
ning streak and gave the Moun-
taineers their first victory since a
21-7 triumph in 2004.

“‘Everyone picked us to lose
this game, but we came out and
proved everyone wrong,”” said
West Virginia quarterback Cotey
Wallace. who guided Brooke to
Wheeling Island Stadium for the
Super Six last December.

That trip resulted in a loss to
South Charleston, But there were
plenty of smiles Sunday night.
not only for the four Bruins in the
game, but for the rest of the
Mountaineers.

Please See W.VA., Page 16

Fitting
Family has had
one heckuva year

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING — [i's been a
big summer for the Bruney
family,

And believe it or not, there’s
still more on the horizon for
one of the first families of foot-
ball in the Ohio Valley. .

In lale June, Martins Ferry
coach Dave Bruney took his
rightful place in the Chio High
Schoo! Football Coaches Hall
of Fame.

Then earlier in this month. the
entire Bruney family was rec-
ogmzed by the Lou Holtz

End for

Upper Ohio Valley Hall of
Fame's Heritage Family
Award. And next month. Fred
Bruney will be inducted into
the OVAC Hall of Fame in
Wheeling.

Then there’s what happened
Sunday night at Wheeling
Island Stadium. which Brooke
High coach Tom Bruney will
never forget.

In his first head-coaching
assignment of the Rudy Mum-
ley OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic. Bruney direct-
ed his Mountaineers to their
first victory in the bi-state clash
since 2004.

**To win this game after the
amount of work you put inlo
just makes it even sweeter,’
Bruney said. **When you work

\—L..'h—;pim \H_S‘-ﬁﬁd-a.n.l-‘ll-u—u"

Molinari
Puts Boot
To Ohio

South kicker plays
key role for W.Va.

By SHAWN RINE
Sports Editor

WHEELING — The 47-yard field
goal in the second quarter of the 65th
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Charity Football Classic will
forever be a part of the box score.
But the better part of Parkersburg
South’s Michael Molinari's work
won't be found in such places.

His fabor was not lost on West
Virginia coach Tom Bruney, howev-
er.

**I told Michael. I said “look. 1
don’t like watching kickoffs. I usual-
Iy go back to the bench and get a
drink and listen to the crowd, but [
don’t watch it because they scare
me.” ** Bruney said following the
Mountaineers™ 24-14 victory against
Ohio at Wheeling Island Stadium. *‘1
said, ‘I know you’ve got a good leg.
In 10 attempts how many can you
kick into the end zone? He said nine.’

**He did exactly what he said.’’

Not quite. but it’s semantics. real-

With the Buckeyes having feared
returnmen Bobby Spence, Trey Wig-
gins and Dylan Kimble back deep,
Molinari refused to tet any of them
be a factor. Of his five kickoffs, four
went either into, or through thc end
zone.

**He’s a tremendous kicker,™’
Bruney said. '*He's going to go
down to WVLU and walk on, and |
just pray to God that in a couple of
years we get to see him kicking on
national TV because he is an awe-
some kid and an awesome kicker.™

Hat Trick

For a couple of Weirton Madonna
graduates this marked the culmina-
tion of the end of a story that few in
Hollywood would dare to touch.
Louie Comis and Max Nogay not
only won state football and baseball
titles this season. but they capped off
outstanding careers by helping lead
West Virginia past bitter rival Ohio
on Sunday.

**A couple of coaches from
Brooke. they followed us (during the
year),”” Comis said. “*One OFthe
coaches said."one more feather in the
Cap.‘ Y

A third Madonna participant in the
all-star game. Christian McGaughey.
also won a state Class A title {ast
December.

Please See BOOT. Page 16

Bruney |

as hard as these kids and coach- |
es did all week and not to win

just leaves a sour taste in your |«

mouth, but this was great.’”

‘Bruney’s 2-0 in the game. His
1981 story has been well-docu-
mented when he kicked the
game-winning field goal to give
Ohio a 17-14 victory,

Since he’s been on both sides,
Bruney’s a perfect guy to ask
about the format of the game,
which draws the ire of many
during the weeks leading up to
and after the game.

“*Next year, (West Virginia)
gets Morgantown and Universi-
ty in the mix. so we'll have a
lot more guys to choose from.™
Bruney said.

Please See BRUNEY, Page 14 | :

i Tyler
Hardesty
(20) carries
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i Sunday’s
igame at

i Wheeling
Island

1 Stadium.

| Photo by
Mike Palmer

Tell us what you think. |

Q. Are you attendi

“5
&

Today’s Resulits:

Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic?

] v

ing the Rudy

Tomorraw’s Poll:

@. Do you think Lance Armstrong

used performance-enhancing drugs?

www.theintelligencer.net
(The resaiis of this poll are not scentitic and reprasest oeyy the
opemans of internit ssers whi have chosen 1o pariicipate.)

Register your answer at




W.Va. roster is complete for OVAC Game

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Tom Bruney and the
West Virginia coaching
staff don’t plan on getting
too fancy on the defensive
side of the ball during the
July 25 OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic.

However, they know the
first goal when they begin
preparations Sunday at
West Liberty University.

“*We've got 10 stop the

run first.”” Bruney said.
"*We know we're going to
see more passing because
of their coaching staff. but
it all starts with stopping
the run and being able to
gel some pressure on the
quarterback. We feel like
we've got good size up
front and we’ve got good
people at backers and sec-
ondary.”

Today. Bruney
announced his defensive
skill and utility players for

the 65th annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star
Classic.

Here's a capsule look at
the players:

LOU COMIS
(Madonna): This two-way
player was a standout for

Coach Bob Kramer's team’

the last several years.

The 5-foot-11. 210
pounder logged 80 tackles
and ran for 700 yards play-

ing both middle linebacker

and fullback. He recovered

twir fumbles, which was
itali as many as he forced.
For his fine seasons. he
was twice named all-state.
he was a first team All-
OVAC and All-Valley
pick. a two-time All-River

" Valley selection and All-

Mason Dixon.

Along with football.
Comis was the everyday
catcher on the Blue Dons’
state title winning baseball
team.

Lou, who will attend

West Virginia University.
is the son of Lou and Lisa
Comis of Weirton.

ZACH HOOD
{Wheeling Central): This
former Maroon Knight was
a standout at quarterback
for Coach Mike Young's
team.

The 3-10, 165 pounder
passed for 23 touchdowns
and ran for an additional
10. All told, he passed for
2.800 yards and logged
1,300 more rushing.

® W.vVa.

Continued from Page B1

MICHAEL KOSEVIC (Brocke):
This former Bruin was a standout at
linebacker for Coach Tom Bruney’s
teamn last season,

The 5-10, 205 pounder recorded
136 tackles, nine sacks, 10 tackles
for loss, five fumble recoveries and
an interception.

Along with football, Kosevic was
a member of the National Honor
Society, student council, and the prin-
cipal’s honor roil.

Michael, who is heading to
Fairmont State University, is the son
of Mike Kosevic and Sheryl Kosevic.

MICHAEL - MOLINARI
(Parkersburg South): This former
Patriot was a standout at kicker for
Coach Jon Bolen’s team.

As a senior, he was true on three
field goals with a long of 43 yards
and he booted 42 of 48 PATSs through
the uprights.

He was also valuable as a receiver
and bailcarrier and defensively he
recorded six interceptions.

Molinari was a second team all
state pick a year ago,

Michael, who will enroll at West
Virginia University in the fall, is the
son of Serge and Cindy Molinari of
Washington.

MAX NOGAY (Madonna): This
former Blue Don had one of the most
memorable all-around sports years in
the Chio Valley and it all started with
a state title in football under Kramer.

The 5-11, 185 pounder ran for
1,107 yards on 140 attempts and 23
touchdowns. Defensively, he had 60
tackles and five interceptions.

He was a first team all-state pick,
All-OVAC, All-Valley and played in
the West Virginia North-South Game.

In football, Nogay won the OVAC

and West Virginia state title last sea-
son and he was a first team ali-state
baseball player wheie he led the Blue
Dons to the Class A state title.

Max. who plans on playing base-
ball at WVU, is the son of Michael
and Robin Nogay of Weirton.

CODY SCOTT (Valley): This for-
mer Lumberjack came through in
inany regards for Coach Tom Wesl's
team.

The 5-8, 180 pounder logged 137
tackles and 102 of those were solo
stops. He also had seven sacks and
four interceptions. Offensively, he
scored six touchdowns on 78 rushes.
All told, he gained 400 yards.

Scott was a first-team all-OVAC,
all-Mason Dixon, ali-Valley and sec-
ond-team all-state punter.

Cody. who plans on attending
technical school, is the son of Rhenda
Pigott of Reader.

KYLE SIMS (Brooke): This for-

mer Bruin was a standout on defense

for Coach Bruney’s team.

Sirfis recorded 70 tackles as a jun-
ior and 20 of those were for a loss.

He was a captain for the Bruins,
named a WTQV-TV Player to Watch
and key returning player.

Kyle, who is unsure of his college
plans, is the son of Beth Sims and
Wayne Sims of Weirton.

STEFAN VARNER (John
Marshail): This former Monarch was
a standout for Coach Dan Wilson's
team a bevy of spots last season.

The 5-10, 190 pounder recorded
139 tackles, and 106 of those were
solo stops from his linebacker spot.
He also had 33 assists, 17 tackles for
loss and three forced fumbies. He also
scored seven touchdowns and had
517 yards.

Along with serving as a two-year
captain, he was twice named honor-
able mention all-state and was the
recipient of the JM Wendy's High
School Heisman.

Away from {ootball, Varner was a
member of the National Honor
Society, FCA and he lettered twice in
baseball.

Stefan, who plans on attending
Averett University in Danville, Va., is
the son of Scott and Suzanne Varner.

GRIFFIN  YOCUM (John
Marshall); This former Monarch was
a standout at receiver and served as
the punter for Wilson's team.

The 6-0, 175 pounder had 29
receptions for 479 yards and five
touchdowns. He landed 10 punts
inside the 20 vard line,

Yocum received the 10} percent
award and was Athlete of the Month
for Marshall County in September.

Griffin, who plans on attending
West Liberty, is the son of John and
Renae Yocum of Glen Dale,

TEVIN HALL (Cameron): This
former Dragon was a standout at
receiver for Coach Jim Rogers’
team.

The 5-9, 150 pounder was All-
Mason Dixon and he receiced the
SSAC State Award for Exempiary
Sportsmanship.

Away from football, he was a
state wrestling champ as a junior
when he recorded all of his victories
by pin. He placed in the OVAC
three times,

Tevin, who plans on wrestling at
West Liberty University, is the son of
David and Sharon Hall of Glen
Easton.

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey@rimesleaderonline.com

For his fine career, Hood
boasts a state title ring. he
was named all-state and
All-Valley. and was voted
as a Big 22 Finalist,

Along with football, he
was a standout in basketbail
and was a member of two
state title-winning teams.

Zach, who is the attend-
ing West Liberty
University. is the son of
Roseann Teramana and
Lioyd Hood.

See, W.VA., Page B2



OVAC All-Star Grid Game Feeling Pinch

WHEELING — What's
wrong with the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference? Why is it
losing money? Don’t the people
who run the thing have a clue
as to what they 're doing?

Those are all reasonable
questions after a report last
week that showed the confer-
ence lost $13,661 on last sea-
son's Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Charity Football Clas-
sic.

The fact the game’s name
has “charity” in the title could
n’t be more ironic. because
OVAC Executive Secretary
Tom Ratatczak says the organi-
zation is certainly feeling a
pinch. though the thought of it
going bankrupt couldn’t be far-
ther from the truth.

The numbers, to me. didn't
seem right. And the fact the
conference pays a local televi-
ston station to broadcast the

game strikes
many as odd.
After speak-
ing with
Rataiczak on
Wednesday
moming, it’s
clear something
has to be done.
Changes need

to be made. but
where?
Perhaps not having it on tele-
vision so more peopie would be
enticed to show up. thus mak-
ing the profit at the gate higher?
“*We’ve talked about it
before. but the other thing

we’ve always thought of is.
what’s more beneficial for the
queens, the band. team? Being
seen by 60,000 with television,
or another 500 more at the .
game?’’ Rataiczak said. **The

SHAWN exposure for

the kids is
RINE something
they will
SPORTS pr()bablyl
R never get.
EDITOR ‘s the live

TV or tape delay killing us? I

don’t know, Will we get
another 4.000 at the gate (with-
out TV)7”

We won’t know the answer
to that for another ‘*2-3 years’’
when the current television
contract expires. There's a
chance the game could switch

stations, or perhaps not be
shown on television at all.

However, Rataiczak is quick
to point out that paying to have
the game televised helps in
another regard — it gives the
OVAC the right to do whatever
it chooses with the footage. and
that includes allowing another
station to show it later down the
road.

That sounds well and good.
but when has that ever hap-
pened? I can’t remember it in
my lifetime, and I can’t see a
competing station paying to re-
broadcast an event that has the
other’s logo and announcers
throughout.

Rataiczak. though. said that
was a must to keep things

See, Rine, Page B3
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neat.”” Once the OVAC
debuted its basketball tour-
naments. and likewise
made them available to
TV. there started to be
conflicts in that certain
s?onsurs were paying dou-
ble lor one event. In order
to circumvent the problem,
the conference dipped into
its pockelts.

We just said. "Look.
we will do our own mar-
keting. our own produc-
tion. 1t's casier and less
problematic to control it.”
" Ratatczak said.

The sponsorship num-
bers ($10.990) seemed
awlully low. also.

Bul Rataiczak explained
a lot of people don't real-
ize a company like Wheel-
ing Hospital. which is an
across-the-board OVAC
supporter. budgets a cer-
tain amount of money each
year for the conference.
and allows the OVAC 1o
choose where it’s best put
to use. in other words. if
the hospital would give
$50.000 — strictly an
arbitrary figure — that is
divided among all OVAC
tournaments. not just the
football game.

“*These aren’t the olden
days where we were guar-
anteed to make a profit off
the game.”” Rataiczak said.
“Back when we did that,
we weren’t paying out for
insurance. Now. all the
athletes. we carry insur-
ance on them.

“"What the marketing
people have done. we have
package A.B.C. D. "A’ is
the premium. package, ‘B’
is down a few dollars and
50 1.

“When you sign on as a
corporate. this 1s what you
get for what you're giv-
ing.

The room and board at
West Liberty is another
obstacle. In 2009 it cost
$49,308, but will go up by
30 percent thrs year.
Rataiczak won't know a

precise number on the

damage until the OVAC
receives a bill. but school
officials say they need to
make a profit.

So what’s the answer?
Move it? Don't have a
camp and just have the
kids commute every day?

“*The problem with that
is. if you're a kid from
Zanesville. Beaver Local,
Morgantown, University
or Parkersburg South. are
you going to drive to
Wheeling Island Stadium
seven days in a row?"’
Rataiczak  wondered.
*"And we’ve been at West
Liberty for 60 years and
you don't walk away. ide-
ally, That's the best thing
we have because everyone
is in one group.™

Some have suggested
cutting the band in half,
Rataiczak. though, said
that’s not going to work
either.

**The thing is. there’s no
way of proving how many
come to that game for the
band.™

It didn't help matters
any that three schools who
usually provide a Queen of
Queens contestant elected
not to this year. Rataiczak
estimates that will cost the
conference between $5-
6.000 in program revenue,

There don’t seem to be
any easy solutions, but the
OVAC isn’t going 10 stop
looking.

**One thing, for the
executive commitiee, at no
time in our history have
had a better thumb on the
pulse of the money.””
Rataiczak said. “"But we
can’t take care of it two
years in a row. It would
kills us. We can’t justify
$20.000 to make a game
break even.

“*The game will go on
— period. End of discus-
sion.™

Shawn Rine can be
reached via e-mail at
Rine®@theintelligencer net
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Pobolish sets Ohio coaching staff

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

The players are in place for the annual
Rudy Mumiey OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic.

Today. Ohio head couch Ron Pobolish
announced his coaching staff. which will
be implementing the game plan for the
Buckeyes in the July 25th contesl.

“We met several times as a staff after |
had my hip replaced.” Pobolish said.
“We've started to work on a game-plan

already and we’ll just have to adjust it as
we 20.”

Many of his former Panthers’ assistants
are going to camp-al West Liberty
University. He also hired former Bellaire
High head coach Gregg Bonar and one of
his chief assistants. Mark Spigarelli. as
well.

~I admire what Gregg and Mark can do
and what they've done.” Pobolish said.
~Gregg runs a good offense and likes to
throw the ball. Trust me. people don’t
want to see us run the ball down the field.

Gregg’s excited about it and we're excited
to have him and Mark.”

The complete Ohio coaching staff con-
sists of: Phil Pest, George Laase. Blair
Closser, Nate Skrzypek. Andy Weiss,
Bonar and Spigarelli.

Here’s a capsule look at the coaches:

RON POBOLISH - This veteran
mentor was a standout player at West
Virginia University and then returned to
his roots in the Ohio Valley to become one
of the area’s top coaches.

Pobolish coached football for 32 years

® OVAC

Continued from Page B1

Valley Football Coaches
Hall of Fame.

Ron and his wife Laura
reside in Moundsville. The
couple has three children,
Ashley. Lucey and Chet.

PHIL PEST - This for-
mer Wheeling Central
standout has been a main-
stay on Pobolish’s coaching
staffs at Buckeye Local.

Pest, who owns a bache
for's from Bethany and a
M.A. from West Virginia,
has been an assistant foot
ball coach at Buckeye Local
for 18 years. All told., he's
got 30 years of experience
on his resume. Along with
football. Pest has also
coached track and field for
the Panthers.

Phil and his wife Jan
have three children, Megan.
Trevor and Shannon.

GREGG BONAR -
This long-time football
coach will direct the
Buckeyes® offense during
the OVAC All-Star Game.

Bonar -~ a Shadyside
High and West Liberty State
College graduate — spent
25 years as a football coach
at Bellaire. He was the head
coach for two seasons. He
also coached girls’ basket-
ball for 17 years.

In 2005, Bonar, who
owns a M.S. from the
University of Dayton. was
named Offensive
Coordinator of the Year
after he helped guide the
Big Reds' juggernaut
offense to a regional cham-
pionship.

Gregg and his wife
Rosemary have three chil-
dren, Marybeth (24). Carrie
(23) and David (19).

ANDY WEISS - This
Pobolish assistant has been
a member of the Buckeye
Local coaching staff for
{our years.

Weiss is a graduate of

Muskingum College.
During school, he competed
in football and baseball.

Andy and his wife
Jennifer reside in Houston,
Pa.

NATE SKRZYPEK
This current Panthers’ assis-
tant coach was a football
and wrestling standout at
Wheeling Central during his
prep days.

Skrzypek. who graduated
from Bethany College. has
been coaching football for
seven seasons, including
four at Buckeye Local. He
also serves as the Panthers’
heud wrestling coach.

Nate and his wife
Melanie reside in Wheeling.

BLAIR CLOSSER -
This veteran worked for 35
years at Buckeye Local
before his retirement in
January of 20009.

During his career, he
spent 27 years as a football
coach, He also coached bas-
ketball, softball and track
during his career, while
serving as a member of the
OVAC Executive Board.

Closser - who graduat-
ed from Yorkville High
School in 1970 — earned
his bachelor’s degree from
Ohio University and his
M.S. from the University of
Dayton.

Blair and his wife
Patricia have been married
for 36 years and have three
sons. Douglas (27). Derek
(26) and Darin (24).

GEORGE LAASE -
This Panther assistant
dreamt of playing in the ail-
star game, but is excited for
his opportunity to coach in
the game.

Laase - who is a
Buckeye Local and
Fairmont State University
graduate - has been coach-
ing for six years at Buckeye
Local. He’s also been the
head baseball coach at his
alma mater for three years
and also coached hoops for
three seasons.

TOM O'CONNELL -
This former OVAC All-Star
Game participant will be a
member of the Ohio coach-
ing staff after playing for
the Mountaineers in 1984,

O’Connell has been at
Buckeye Local for 17 years,
but on the football staff for
(WO years.

The 1984 graduate of
Wheeling Park High School
carned his degree from
West Liberty State College.

O'Connell and his wife
Leslie have two children, a
daughter Taylor and a son
Justin.

MARK SPIGARELLI
~ This former Bellaire
assistant will be working
with the Ohio squad this
summer.

Spigareili has coached

football for 17 years.
including 15 at Bellaire.
His other stints were at
Union Local and Martins
Ferry.
Along with his football
duties. Spigarelli served as
the Big Reds’ baseball
coach and guided the squad
to the regional final in
2003.

before calling it quits after last season in
which he led the Panthers to the Division
111 playoffs, a.first-round home playoff
game and also the OVAC Class 4-A title.
All told. Pobolish has made coaching
stops at Cadiz. John Marshall. Buckeye
South. Buckeye Southwest. Buckeye
Local and Harrison Central. He's com-
piled a 144-102-1 record and owns a state
runnerup finish on his resume in 1994,
Pobolish has been inducted to the Ohio

See, OVAC, Page B2
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Wallace To Reunite With Bruney at All-Star Game

West Virginia staff has
eye on two-way players

By SETH STASKEY
Far the News-Register

When forming his roster for the annual
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic. Brooke High and West
Virginia head coach Tom Bruney wanted
linemen first.

However, he feels like he and his coach-
ing staff did their due diligence on the
other positions as well and today he
announces his quarterback and running
back candidates for the Sunday, July 25
clash with Ohio.

“*Most of the guys we’ve picked are
two-way players.” Bruney said. **There
are going to fit into the puzzle some-
where.”’

At quarterback, Bruney's own pilayer.
Cotey Wallace, and Oak Glen’s Seth Barn-
hart will get the primary looks.

**1 think Cotey Wallace learned the sys-
tem better than I know it last year and |
think he’ll be a big asset to Seth in helping
him learn it t100,”” Bruney said. ‘*We feel
like those kids are field generals and we
can compete in this game with them direct-
ing the team.”’

At the running back spot. Bruney's
tooking at Magnolia’s Stingray Bates.
Weir's T.J. Howard, Wheeling Central’s

Jordan Sorge and Wheeling Park’s
Dominique Jenkins.

“‘We like a slashing type runner in our
offense,”” Bruney said. **We also like to
throw the -ball to our backs with screens.
As we were picking these kids. some of
them may not have carried it as much for
their high school team, but they’re versa-
tile and can run the ball.”

Here’s a capsule look at the players who
returned their biographical information. to
game director Bob Koch:

COTEY WALLACE (Brooke) — This
Bruins quarterback settled in without a
problem to Bruney’s offense this past sea-
son and turned in a brilliant final cam-
paign.

The 6-foot-1. 180-pounder passed for
more than 2,100 yards and 25 touch-
downs. He ran for more than 1,100 yards
and 15 more touchdowns, while directing
the Bruins to a 13- season.

Wallace gained all sorts of posiseason
honors, including first team all-state in
Class AAA; first team all-OVAC and
Class AAAA captain. He was a finalist for
the Big 22 Player of the Year and also the
prestigious Kennedy Award. He was also a
standout in track and field for the Bruins.

Cotey, who is the son of Garey Wallace
of Wellsburg, plans on attending Fairmont
State University in the fall.

SETH BARNHART (Qak Glen) —
This former Golden Bear played a huge
role in helping to lead his team back to the

postseason under the guidance of Coach
Tony Filberto. :

The 6-3. 215-pounder passed for 2,154
yards and 25 touchdowns. He also ran for
four scores.

Barnhart was first team all-state and a
Big 22 finalist. He was also named first
team all-OVAC, all-Valiey and was a
finalist for Review Player of the Year. He
was a four-year starter at Qak Glen and
holds every quarterbacking school record.

Along with football, Barnhart played
basketball and baseball.

Away from athletics. he was quite active
in Culture Club, Foreign Language Club.
Friends of Rachel Club and yearbook staff.

Seth, who is the son of Tracy and the
late Gerald Barnhart of Chester, plans on
aitending California University of Pennsyl-
vania.

STINGRAY BATES (Magnolia) —
This former Blue Eagle was a four-year
mainstay for Coach Mark Batton’s team.

During his prep career in which he
camed four letters, Bates ran 462 times for
2,281 yards and 23 touchdowns. He also
caught 19 passes and scored two receiving
touchdowns.

Bates was a first team all-OVAC per-
former this past season and was named the
winner of the Sam Mumley Memorial
MVP Award in Class AA during the 2008
Super Six Football Championships.

Stingray, who is the son of Todd and
Cindy Bates of New Martinsville, plans on

attending West Liberty University.

T.J. HOWARD (Weir) — This former
Red Rider was a standout all over the field
for Coach Tom Taylor’s team last season,

The 5-9. 165-pounder ran for 700 yards
and accounted for 1.200 all-purpose
vardage. which makes him a valuable
piece for Bruney and the Mountaineers
squad.

He was also a defensive standout with
64 tackles. four interceptions and 12 tack-
les for loss.

Howard was a honorable mention all-
state pick in Class AA.,

T.J.. who is the son of Tim and Renee
Howard of Weirton. is planning to attend
West Liberty University in the fall.

JORDAN SORGE (Wheeling Central)
— This former Maroon Knight made his
presence felt all over the place for Coach
Mike Young's team last season. .

On the offensive side of the ball, Sorge
ran 64 times for 476 yards and six touch-
downs. He also caught 22 balls for 542
yards and nine scores. Defensively, he
made 30 tackles and recorded five inter-
ceptions.

For his efforts. Sorge was named first
team all-state in Class A, all-OVAC and
all-Valley.

Along with football. Sorge lettered for
Central in basketball and tennis.

Jordan, who is the son of Brian and Lisa
Sorge of Wheeling. plans on attending
West Liberty University.
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OVAC All-Star Football coaches set

- Buckeye’s Pobolish, Brooke’s Bruney accept invitations for 65th annual Mumley Classic

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

The 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Charity Football Classic is stili
more than eight months away.

However. preparations are in full
swing.

Late last week. Brooke’s Tom Bruney
and Buckeye Local’s Ron Pobolish for-
mally accepted invitations to coach the
West Virginia and Ohio squads, respec-
tively in the annual summer football show-
down. The game is slated for Sunday. July
25.20140.

BRUNEY made the most of his first
season as the Bruins' head coach. He guid-
ed Brooke to an undefeated regular

season and a trip to Wheeling 1*"}

Isiand Stadium for the Super Six
two weekends ago. {

“We're extremely proud of the f
accomplishments of our team,” °
Bruney said. “It started the first
day we met on May 21 where we
laid out our plan for the program, our
expectations and how we planned to instali
it.”

The Bruins finished second in the
OVAC Class 4-A standings despite their

i

10-0 mark and overcame several adversi-
ties both on and off the field en route to

the perfect season.
“Now that we’ve had about 11
&% days or so since the (state champi-
' onship) game, it's been refreshing
4 to look back on the year we had,”
¢ Bruney said. “The run we went on
" was a direct result of a wonderful
group of kids and a very hard-work-
ing and loyal coaching staff.”

In the playoffs, the Bruins rallied past
] 6th-seeded Princeton in the opening
round and then cruised past Riptey and
University en route to Wheeling Island

Stadium.
“We were probably ahead of schedule

with what we accomplished,” Bruney said.
“But. it was wonderful to see week by
week the pride and the tradition resurfac-
ing in our community and in our kids.
Everyone says we brought the pride back.
Well, it was always here, but it was mis-
placed and through the effort of our kids
and coaches we brought it back to the top
where it belonged.”

Traditionally, deep post-season runs are
made with a large senior class, but the
Bruins did it with just seven ]2th graders

See, OVAC, Page C2
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on the roster.

“The fact that we only
had seven seniors was one
of the things that really
concerned me when [ first
got the job,” Bruney admit-
ted. “During our first meet-
ing with the kids, we held
our seniors back and told
them usually coaches build
from the ground up, starting
with their freshman or even
their junior high programs,
but we told them we
weren’t going to throw
them aside. We used
reverse psychology and
built from the bottom up,
but our seniors were on the
bottom shoving everyone
else up.”

As for the all-star game,
this is Bruney’s first assign-
ment in the game. He
played in the 1981 contest
under current Monroe
Central head coach Jay
Circosta.

“There was never a
doubt in my mind that if
(the OVAC) offered it to us
that' we’d accept,” Bruney
said. I played for Ohio, my
dad played at Ohio State
and I’'m a Buckeyes’ fan, so
if someone’s got to beat
Ohio, it might as well be.
me and this Mountaineers’
tearn.”

Bruney and his entire
coaching staff will be
involved in the week-long
process which begins July
18 with camp at West
Liberty University.

“This is a perfect reward
for our coaching staff,”
Bruney said. “We're really
looking forward to picking
the team. We think that will
be the most fun part of the
whole experience. We’ll go
over the nomination forms
as closely as possible and
try to find the best 30 or 32
players we can, coach them
and see what happens
because we're looking at
this as our only shot.”

POBOLISH, mean-
while, could have easily
been on a lengthy vacation
at the time of the OVAC

beat anyone on any given,
night.”

For Pobolish, this
assignment is another way
to honor the work put in by
the coaches and al! of the
players during his career at
Buckeye.

“Sometimes you don’t
appreciate winning, but
when [ came back the sec-
ond time we had to work
extremely hard to become
respectable,” Pobolish said.
“We battled hard to earn
that respect back and it
goes to show with patience
and hard work what you
can ‘achieve, so this is a
great way to honor the
Buckeye Local football
team.” '

After the Panthers’ sea-
son ended with a loss to
Canal Fulton Northwest
during the first round of the
playoffs, many speculated
whether or not Pobolish
would accept this post with
the all-star game.

“I am accepting this
position on behalf of
Buckeye Local,” Pobolish
said. “l can remember
struggling to 1-9 and 2-8
seasons, $0 I’'m accepting it
for Buckeye and the hard
work the kids and coaches
put forth.”

Pobolish met with his
entire varsity coaching staff
and all assured him they
were on board regardiess of
who may or may not be the
head coach next season.

“Our coaches absolutely
wanted to do it,” Pobolish
said. “I will admit I had my
doubts because you obvi-
ously can’t coach this thing
by yourself, but our coach-
es were gung-ho about it,
and it’s a great reward for
our program and team. -
They all told me if one of
them is fortunate enough to
get the head ceaching job
they would all want to
coach.”

Pobolish wasn't able to
play in the game after his
graduation from Dillonvale
High School because previ-

All-Star Game after he ous NCAA laws didn't per-
announced his retirement mit future collegiate play-
prior to the start of this past ers from playing in the

season.

He could have done that
especially after the fact that
his Panthers sent him out
on a high. Buckeye finished
the campaign 8-3 with both
an OVAC Class 4-A title
and as well as a Buckeye 8
title. Throw in a Division
111, Region 11 home play-
off game and it was quite a *
year for the Panthers.

“We had the type of
team that could surely get
beat anytime we stepped on
the field, but at the same
time, we had a team that
could have played with and

game.

Since he’s entered
coaching, Pobolish has
been involved with the
game five previous times.
Three of those were as a
head coach and he owns a
1-2 mark in the contest. He
was an assistant for Ohio in
1975 and for West Virginia
in 1980 under Jake
Olsavsky and Jerry Drake,
respectively.

Obviously, Pobolish is
well-aware of the challenge
of selecting the Buckeyes’
roster.

“We have a pretty good
idea about a lot of the play-
ers, but we’ll have to
research some on the fringe
area of the OVAC”
Pobolish said. “Plus, we’re
excited that we’ll have the
opportunity to coach some
of our own kids again.
Obviously, we won't
announce those until later,
but having the chance to
coach some of our own Kids
again was another big part
of the reason.”
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Bruney, Pobolish Pleased With Squads

Mumley Classic set
for July 25 on Island

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register

WHEELING - Earning the
right to coach in the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference All-Star
Football Game is probably the
easy part of the equation sur-
rounding the annual Rudy Mum-
ley Charity Football Classic.

West Virginia's Tom Bruney
and Ohio’s Ron Pobolish both
earned their way to the Sunday,
July 25th contest at Wheeling
Island Stadium thanks to brilliant
seasons at Brooke and Buckeye

Koch handed each coach the nom-
inations of players and the tough
part was under way.

Or was it”?

“Actually. it was easy at first
because we picked a team we
thought we could win (the game)
with,” Bruney said. “But, then the
original roster we submitted was
sent back to us and we were asked
to represent as many schools as
we could. so we made the changes
and we feel we’ve still got a good
team we can compete with.”

Pobolish, meanwhile. used the
downtime he had after undergoing
hip replacement surgery to sit
down with his assembled coach-
ing staff to choose who'd repre-

needs as best we could with what still hugging each other and catch-
we were offered,” Pobolish said. = ing up because you make friends
“I've been around this game a for a lifetime,” Bruney said. “The
lot of times and people always experience of the game is a great
want to think Ohio is the thing for the kids and coaches,
favorite, but you’ve got to but you knew when you
have the right combina- . £0. You go into it look-
tion of kids to be suc- 4 ing to win.”
cessful.” ; West Virginia's
Bruney, like not had much suc-
Pob?hsh}:has becn::; cess of late in the
part of several fagE # game. finding itself
O‘{ﬁ:‘C ganltes, M . ¥ ' ‘*w on the short s%:nd of
including as a player ‘o~ : D isi i-
g y > ,@ several decisive deci

in 1981 when he was ('(J T sions of late. During
a member of the Buck- 4/ m those lopsided affairs,
eyes and helped earn then the Buckeyes are usually
Woodsfield High coach Jay Cir-  able to blow things up on the line
costa his first victory in the annual of scrimmage, which Bruney

Lacal. respectively.
However. shortly after the first
of the vear. game director Bob

sent the Buckeyes.
“We took the recommendations
of the coaches and tried to fill our

bi-state clash.
“When I see the guys I played
with after all these years we're

OVAC

Continned from page Bl

Both coaches have dealt
with several roster changes
since they first submitted
their picks to Koch and the
OVAC.

“We went after some Kids
from Zanesville and
Wellsville and places like
that. but for different rea-
sons those kids decided not
to play.” Pobolish said.
“Obviously, there are some
guys we'd like to have on
our team. but we feel good
about who we've picked.”

Bruney was in the same
boat even after he had his
original roster returned.

“We've had kids in other
games. or theyre a little bit
injured or unable 1o play
due to their college commit-
ments.” Bruney said. “None
of the reasons were bad by
any means, but we’ve got a
lot of two-way players and
they'll all fit into the puzzle
somewhere.”

The complete 2010 Ohio
OVAC All-Star Game ros-
ter looks like this: Tyler
Arigoni (Union Local). Jor-
dan Banks (Steubenville).
Brandon Bartrug {Buckeye
Local)., Mickey Bednar
(Steubenville Central).
Bobby Bennett (Bellaire).
Shaun Berry (Zanesville),
Jordan Burress (Martins
Ferry). Seth Callarik (St.
Clairsvilte). Logan Cook
{St. Clairsville). Jamey
DeVaul {Steubenville).
Derek-London Dierkes
{Monroe Central). Tyler
Hardesty (Cambridge). J.J.
Intorre {Beaver Local).
Cody Kaiser {Harrison Cen-
tral). Dylan Kimble (Shady-
side). Nate Maleski (Bridge-
port). Jake Mallernee (Har-
rison Central). Jarod
Mellinger (Beallsville}.
Brandon Nicholes {Union
Local). Devon Parson (Mar
tins Ferry). Scott Peach

LINCOLN -

MERCURY

Exit 208 off 1-70, Morristown, OH
1-800-782-1965

(Edison), Rylan Pyciak
(Buckeye Local). Wes
Rataiczak (Shenandoah),
Marco Ricchetti (Martins
Ferry). Josh Riggans
(Meadowbrook), Joe Rine
(Buckeye Local). Dalton
Smith (Bamesville). Bobby
Spence (Buckeye Local),
Dorian Thomas (Indian
Creek). Seth Todd (Cald-
well). Michael Wayt (Indian
Creek), Trey Wiggins
(Steubenville) and Zac Woj-
ciechowski (Cambridge).

The complete West Vir
ginia roster includes: Seth
Barnhart (Oak Glen).
Stingray Bates (Magnolia).
Jared Blatt (Magnoha). Lou
Comis (Madonna}, Hunter
Ferguson (Parkersburg
South), Marcus George
(Wheeling Park). Alex
Gompers (Wheeling Cen-
tral). Devin Harrison (John
Marshall), Zach Hood
{Wheeling Central). T.J.
Howard (Weir). Andy Hug-
gins (Magnolia), Dominigue
Jenkins {(Wheeling Park).
Mike Koscevic (Brooke),
Craig Kuhar (Linsly), Jake
Lilly (Brooke). Mikey
Lough (Wheeling Park).
Christian McGaughey
(Madonna), Michael Moli-
nari (Parkersburg South).
Nick Nero (Madonna), Max
Nogay (Madonna). Tyler
Reed {Oak Glen), Sam
Robinson (John Marshall),
Cody Scott (Valley), Kyle
Sims (Brooke). Ryan Small
(Parkersburg South), Jordan
Sorge (Wheeling Central),
Nate Taylor (Tyler), Stefan
varner (John Marshall),
Cotey Wallace (Brooke).
Jordan West (Wheeling
Central), Griffen Yocum
(John Marshall).

observed as well,
“We tried to pick as balanced a
team as we could. but the first

guys we went looking for were
linemen,” Bruney said. “We feel
the key for us is putting together
good lines.”

While Bruney was looking at
linemen, Pobolish and his staff
found quarterbacks a plenty, but
names like Dwight Macon of
Steubenville and Dylan Potts of
River weren’t avatlable due to
their Division I college careers,

“We're going to have to do a
lot of evaluating {(in camp),”
Pobolish said. “We're not going
to do much hitting when we get
there, but we've got to evaluate
well and find the right pieces to
fit. Because, when we get to
camp, we’re going to have guys
who can adapt to different posi-
tions.”

See, OVAC. Page B2
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Bruney names staff for OVAC game

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

West Virginia head coach Tom Bruney
knew whai he was looking for when he
picked his roster for the July 25th Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Classic. ’ _

He alse knew what he was looking for
when he was picking a coaching staff for
the Mountaineers to take on Ohio.

“We had quite the experience at Brooke
last year.” Bruney said. “We're coming

down to the all-star game with some Virginia coaching staff:
coaches who’ve been with us, some TOM BRUNEY - The Bruins
new coaches who we’ve recently head coach played for the Buckeye
hired and some holdovers from last State in 1981, but now he’s going
year.” %, to try 1o do all he can to knock off
Joining Bruney on the West y.ﬁ j# the Ohio squad.
Virginia sideline at Wheeling el Bruney's been a football coach
Island Stadium next month and i@ for 25 years. but it took only one
during camp at West Liberty year to recreate the magic of Brooke
University are Paul Julio, Frank football after he guided the Bruins to a
10-0.regular season and an eventual spot

Sisinni, Troy Fetty. Scott Joseph and 150 .
Stuart Goldstein. in the West Virginia Class AAA title game

Here's a capsule look at the West where they fell to South Charleston.

® OVAC

Continued from Page B1

Year and Ohio Valley Coach of the Year this past season
and was a finalist for OVAC Coach of the Year.

Other accolades on Bruney's resume include 6-time
regional coach of the year in Arizona and five-time
regional champions in Arizona.

Bruney — who earned his bachelor’s degree from
Ohio University and M.A. from Ohio Wesleyan - owns
a career record of 114-51.

Tom and his wife Shannon have four children.
Samantha (17), Zack (16}. Niko (11) and Rocco (7).

PAUL JULIO - This veteran Biuins' coach has been
on the staff at his alma mater for 16 years.

Julio was a member of the 1985 state champion
Bruins® squad and also their 1986 team. which finished as
state runnerup.

Paul then played four years of football at West Liberty
State College where he eventually earned his degree.

Along with football. Julio also serves on the Bruins’
track coaching staff.

Paul has three children. Carli Julio (9). Jackson Julio
(4) and Alex Martin (19).

FRANK SISINNI - This former Bruin played on the
Brooke squad which won the 1987 Class AAA state
championship and finished ranked in the top 25 of the
USA Today poll.

He began coaching shortly after finishing his degree at
Fairmont State University. He's been a coach for 13
years, including the last four back at his alma mater. He's
also coached at Steubenville High.

Sisinni - who is currently the Brooke baseball coach
- has also coached basketball during his career.

TROY FETTY - This former Buckeye Local Panther
is about to embark on his first football season working
under Bruney at Brooke.

He's spenl six years coaching football with a stint as
defensive coordinator at Weir and has worked with ironi-
cally Ohio head coach Ron Pobolish at Buckeye Local.

Along with his football duties. Fetty also coaches
wrestling at Indian Creek and was named 2006 OVAC
Junior High Coach of the Year.

Fetty attended Ohio University and currently resides in
Tiltonsville.

SCOTT JOSEPH - This former Purple Rider worked
under Bruney this past season and will return to embark
on another year.

Joseph graduated from Martins Ferry in 1990 and then
went on to play four years at Ashland where he earned his
degree. Along with football. Joseph has also coached track
and field.

STUART GOLDSTEIN - This long-time Bruney
friend is about to embark on his first season as a Bruins’
assistant.

Goldstein moved to the area from Arizona where he
and Bruney became close. He was a head coach for nine
years in Arizona. He worked for three years each at
Phoenix North, Phoenix Carl Hayden and Scottsdale
Saguaro.

All told. Goldstein’s got 23 years in the sport of fool-
ball, He's also coached track and wrestling.

Goldstein owns a bachelor's degree from Arizona State
University.

Staskey can he
sstaskev@timeslenderoniine com

reached !

Prior to arriving at Brooke, Bruney has
made several coaching stops. He was an
assistant at his alma mater, Martins Ferry,
for five years. He's also coached at the
University of Toledo, West Liberty State
College and Maryvale High School in
Arizona. He later became the head coach
of Maryvale. which is located near
Phoenix. for 12 years. He was the head
coach for one season at both Astabula
Lakeside and Maple Heights in Ohio.

He was named WTOV-9 Coach of the

See, OVAC, Page B2



Pobolish Selects Staff For All-Star Game

Former Bellaire
coach Bonar will
join Ohio squad

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer
The players are in place for the
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All

Star Charity Football Classic.
Today. Ohio coach Ron Pobol-
ish announced his coaching staff.

which will be implementing the
game plan for the Buckeyes.

“We met several times as a staff
after | had my hip replaced.™
Pobolish said, “"We’ve started to
work on a game plan already and
we’ll just have to adjust it as we
go.

Many of his former Panthers
assistants are going to camp at
West Liberty University. He also
hired former Bellaire High head
coach Gregg Bonar and one of his
chief assistants, Mark Spigarelli, as

well.

I admire what Gregg and
Mark can do and what they've
done.”’ Pobolish said. “*Gregg
runs a good offense and likes 1o
throw the ball. Trust me, people
don’t want to see us run the ball
down the field. Gregg’s excited
about it and we’re excited to have
him and Mark.”

The complete Ohio coaching
staff consists of: Phil Pest, George
L.aase, Blair Closser. Nate
Skrzypek. Andy Weiss, Bonar and

Spigarelli.

Here's a capsule look at the
coaches:

RON POBOLISH ~ This vet-
eran menlor was a standout player
at West Virginia University and
then returned to his roots in the
Ohio Valley to become one of the
area’s top coaches,

Pobolish coached football for 32
years before calling it quits after
last season in which he led the Pan-
thers to the Division [1I pilayoffs. a
first-round home playoff game and

RTS

} Pobolish —

(Continued from Page 17)
Ron and his wife Laura
reside 1n Moundsville. The

| couple has three children,

Ashley. Lucey and Chet.

PHIL PEST — This for-
mer Wheeling Central
standout has been a main-
stay on Pobolish’s coaching
staffs at Buckeye Local.

Pest. who owns a bache-
lor's from Bethany and a
M.A. trom West Virginia.
has been an assistant foot-
ball coach at Buckeye
Local for 18 years. and has
30 years of experience on
his resume.

Along with football, Pest
has also coached track and
field for the Panthers.

Along with Buckeye.
Pest’s made stops at St
Clatrsvitle. Wheeling Park
and Wheeling Central.

Phil and his wife Jan
have three children. Megan.
Trevor and Shannon.

GREGG BONAR -
This longtime footbali
coach will direct the Buck-
eyes” offense during the
OVAC All-Star Game.

Bonar, a Shadyside and
West Liberty graduate,
spent 25 years as a football
coach at Bellaire. He was
the head coach for two sea-
sons. He also coached girls’
basketball for 17 years.

In 2005, Bonar. who
owns a M.S. from the Uni-
versity of Dayton. was
named Offensive Coordina-
tor of the Year after he
helped guide the Big Reds’
Juggernaut offense Lo a
regional championship.

Gregg and his wife Rose
mary have three children,
Marybeth (24). Carrie (23)
and David (19).

ANDY WEISS — This
Pobolish assistant has been
a member of the Buckeye
Local coaching staff for
four years.

Weiss is a graduate of
Muskingum College. Dur-
ing school. he competed in
football and baseball.

Andy and his wife Jen-
nifer reside in Houston, Pa.

NATE SKRZYPEK -
This current Panthers assis-
tant coach was a football
and wrestling standout at
Wheeiing Central during
his prep days.

Thursday, July 1, 2010

Skrzypek. who graduated
from Bethany College, has
been coaching football for
seven seasons. including
four at Buckeye Local. He
also serves as the Panthers
wrestiing coach.

Nate and his wife
Melanie reside in Wheel-
ing.

BLAIR CLOSSER -
This veteran worked for 35
years at Buckeye Local
before his retirement in Jan-
uary of 2009,

During his carecr, he
spent 27 years as a football
coach, He also coached
busketball, softball and
track during his career.
while serving as a member
of the OVAC Executive
Board.

Closser. who graduated
from Yorkville High
School in 1970, eamed his
bachelor’s degree from
Ohto University and his
M.S. from the University of
Dayton.

Blair and his wife Patri-
¢ia have been marricd for
36 years and have three
sons, Douglas (27), Derek
(26) and Darin (24).

GEORGE LAASE -
This Panthers assistant

-dreamt of playing in the all-

star game. but is excited for
his opportunity to coach in
the game.

Laase. who is a Buckeye
[.ocal and Fairmont State
University graduate. has
been coaching for six years
at Buckeye Local. He's also
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been the baseball coach at
his alma mater for three
years and also coached
hoops for three seasons.

During his career as the
Panthers™ baseball coach,
Laase has coached the’
OVAC and Eastern District
All-Star Game.

TOM O'CONNELL -
This former OVAC All-
Star Game participant will
be a member of the Ohio
coaching staff after playing
for the Mountaineers in
1984,

O’Connell has been at
Buckeye Local for 17
years. but on the football
staff for two years.

The 1984 graduate of
Wheeling Park High
School earned his degree
from West Liberty.

O'Connell and his wife
Leslie have two children, a
daughter Taylor and a son
Justin.

MARK SPIGARELLI
— This former Bellaire
assistant will be working
with the Ohio squad this
summer.

Spigarelli has coached
football for 7 gears,
including 15 at Bellaire. His
other stints were at Union
Local and Martins Ferry.,

Along with his football
duties, Spigarelli served as
the Big Reds’ baseball
coach and guided the squad
to the regional final in
2003.

Spigarelli has a degree
from Ohio University,
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WITH THIZ COUPON

Located past the Oinemas at the
| Highlands - las;gllﬂny on rignt. |

also the OVAC Class AAAA title.

Pobolish has made coaching
stops at Cadiz, John Marshall.
Buckeye South. Buckeye South-
west. Buckeye Local and Harrison
Central.

He’'s compiled a 144-102-1
record and owns a state runnerup
finish on his resume in 1994.

Pobolish has been inducted to
the Ohio Valley Football Coaches
Hall of Fame,

Please See POBOLISH, Page 24
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Bruney, Pobolish to Coach OVAC All-Star Game

Both coaching staffs
relish opportunity to
lead respective teams

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register

The 65th annual Rudy Mumiley
OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Classic is still more than eight
months away.

Still. preparations are in full
swing.

Late last week. Brooke's Tom
Bruney and Buckeye Local’s Ron
Pobolish formally accepted invi-
tations to coach the West Virginia
and Ohio squads. respectively in
the annual summer football
showdown. The game is slated
for Sunday. July 25 2010.

BRUNEY made the most of his
first season as the Bruins’ head
coach. He guided Brooke to an
undefeated regular season and a
trip to Wheeling Island Stadium
for the Super Six two weekends
ago. :

“We're extremely proud of the
accomplishments of our team.”
Bruney said. “It started the first
day we met on May 21 where we
laid out our plan for the program,
our expectations and how we
planned to install it.”

The Bruins finished second in
the OVAC Class 4-A standings
despite their 10-0 mark and over-
came several adversities both on
and off the field en route to the
perfect season. :

“Now that we’ve had about 11
days or so since the (state cham-

Pobolish

Bruney

pionship) game, it's been refresh-
ing to look. back on the year we
had,” Bruney. said. “The run we
went on was a'direct result of a
wonderful group of kids and a
very hard-working and loyal
coaching staff.”

In the playoffs, the Bruins ral-
lied past 16th-seeded Princeton
in the opening round and then

cruised past Ripley and Universi-
ty en route to Wheeling Island
Stadium.

“We were probably ahead of
schedule with what we accom-
plished,” Bruney said. “But, it
was wonderful to see week by
week the pride and the tradition
resurfacing in our community and
in our kids. Everyone says we
brought the pride back. Well, it
was always here, but it was mis-
placed and through the effort of
our Kids and coaches we brought
it back to the top where it
belonged.”

Traditionally, deep postseason
runs are made with a large senior
class. but the Bruins did it with
seven seniors on the roster.

“The fact that we only had
seven seniers was one of the

OVAC
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“There was never a doubt
in my mind that if (the
OVACQC) offered it to us that
we’d accept.” Bruney said.

“I played for Ohio. my dad.

played at Ohio State and
I'm a Buckeyes fan. so if
someone’s got to beat
Ohio. it might as well be
me and this Mountaineers
team.”

Bruney and his entire
coaching staff will be
involved in the week-long
process that begins July 18
with camp at West Liberty
University.

“This is a perfect reward
for our coaching staff.”
Bruney said. “We're really
looking forward to picking
the team. We think that will
be the most fun part of the
whole experience. We'll go
over the nomination forms
as closely as possible and
try to find the best 30 or 32
players we can. coach them
and see what happens
because we're looking at
this as our only shot.”

POBOLISH. meanwhile.
could have easily been on a
lengthy vacation at the time
of the OVAC All-Star
Game after he announced
his retirement prior to the
start of this past season.

He could have done that
especially after the fact that
his Panthers sent him out
on a high note. Buckeye
finished the campaign 8-3
with both an OVAC Class
4-A title and as well as a
Buckeye 8 title. Throw in a
Division 1IL. Region 11
home playoff game and it

was quite a year for the
Panthers. .

“We had the type of team
that could surely get beat
anytime we stepped on the
field. but at the same time,
we had a team that could
have played with and beat
anyone on any given
night.”

For Pobolish. this assign-
ment is another way to
honor the work put in by
the coaches and all of the
players during his career at
Buckeye.

“Sometimes you don’t
appreciate winning. but
when I came back the sec-
ond time we had to work
extremely hard to become
respectable.” Pobolish said.
“We battled hard to earn
that respect back and it
goes to show with patience
and hard work what you
can achieve. so this is a
great way to honor the
Buckeye Local football
team.”

After the Panthers’ sea-
son ended with a loss to
Canal Fulton Northwest
during the first round of the
playoffs. many speculated
whether or not Pobolish
would accept this post with
the all-star game.

*1 amn accepting this posi-
tion on behalf of Buckeye
Local.” Pobolish said. ™1
can remember struggling to
1-9 and 2-8 seasons, so I'm
accepting it for Buckeye
and the hard work the kids
and coaches put forth.”

Pobolish met with his
entire varsity coaching staff

and all assured him they
were on board regardiess of
who may or may not be the
head coach nex1 season.

*Qur coaches absolutely
wanted to do it.” Pobolish
said. 1 will admit [ had my
doubts because you obvi-
ously can’'t coach this thing
by yourself. but our coach-
¢s were gung-ho about it,
and it's a great reward for
cur program and team.
They all told me if one of
them is fortunate enough to
get the head coaching job
they would all want to
coach.™

Pobolish wasn’t able to
play 1n the game after his
graduation from Dillonvale
High School because previ-
ous NCAA laws didn’t per-
mit future collegiate play-
ers from playing in the
game.

Since he’s entered coach-
ing. Pobolish has been
involved with the game five

previous times, Three of [

those were as a head coach
and he owns a 1-2 mark in
the contest. He was an
assistant for Ohio in 1975
and for West Virginia in
1980 under Jake Olsavsky
and Jerry Drake, respec-
tively.

Obviously. Pobolish is
well aware of the challenge

of selecting the Buckeyes’

roster.

“We have a pretty good
idea about a lot of the play-
ers. but we’ll have to
research some on the fringe
area of the OVAC,” Pobol-
ish said. “Plus. we're excit-
ed that we’ll have the
opportunity to coach some
of our own Kids agatn.
Obviously. we won’t
announce those until later,
but having the chance to
coach some of our own
kids again was another big
part of the reason.”

An official kick-off
meeting to plans for the
game will be held next
month on a date yel to be
determined.

DEVELOT
REQUIRE

things that really concerned me
when 1 first got the job,” Bruney
admitted. “During our first meet-
ing with the kids, we held our
seniors back and told them usual-
ly coaches build from the ground
up, starting with their freshman
or even their junior high pro-
grams, but we told them we
weren’t going to throw them
aside.

“We used reverse psychology
and built from the bottom up, but
our seniors were on the bottom
shoving everyone else up.”

As for the all-star game, this is
Bruney’s first assignment in the
game. He played in the 1981
contest under current Monaroe
Central coach Jay Circosta.

See, OVAC, Page BS



Pobolish’s Interior Lines Feature Versatile Players

By SETH STASKEY

For the News-Register

During the course of last
decade. the battle in the
trenches has gone a long
way in determining the win-
ner in the annual Rudy

Today. Ron Pobolish, the
recently retired Buckeye
Local coach who will guide
the Buckeye State in the July
25 game. announces his
linemen for the contest.

[ think we're going to be

who can go either way. so
the toughest part for us will
be determining who will
play on each side of the
pball.”

Slated to open and clog
holes for the Buckeye State

Mumley OVAC All-Star

OK up front.”
"We've got a lot of guys

are: Zac Wojciechowski

Pobolish said.
(Cambridge). Jake

Charity Football Game.

W.Va. wide receivers -
must be very versatile

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Tom Bruney admits that he likes to
throw the footbali.

Earlier this week, he announced his
quarterbacks and now the Brooke High
and West Virginia coach for the Rudy
Mumley OVAC Charity Football Classic
has pegged his targets.

“In our offense, we're able to spread the
ball around.” Bruney said. “We want to be
able io spread the field and take advantage
of our athletes. We don’t want to hang our
hats on one thing because we couid
become too easy to defend.”

Slated to battle for action during
camp. which begins on Sunday, July
18 in preparation for the game,
which is set for a week later at |
Wheeling Island Stadium are:
Wheeling Park’s Marcus George.
Wheeling Central’s Alex Gompers,

| %‘L’ S tive.
Linsly’s Craig Kuhar, Oak Glen’s W

Tyler Reed. Magnotia’s Jared Blatt and
Tyler Consolidated’s Nate Taylor.

“We ask our receivers to do several
things in our offense.” Bruney said. “We
feel we've got guys in place who can do
those. They look the same and we’re hop-
ing they compete the same.”

Here’s a capsule iook at the players who
returned their information sheets to OVAC
Game director Bob Koch:

MARCUS GEORGE (Wheeling Park)
— This former Patriot was a jack of all
trade for Coach Chris Daugherty’s team
during his career.

Due to injury. the 5-ft-10. 165 pounder
was a quarterback for much of last season,
but also saw time at wide receiver and run-
ning back. He accumulated nearly 1.000
yards of total offense last season and threw
for seven touchdowns. All told, George
ran for more than 1.000 yards in his
career.

George was an ail-state pick as a sopho-
more and twice named honorable mention
all-OVAC.

Along with athletics, George is active in
Young Life. a velunteer at Special
Olympics and with Little Patriots.

Marcus — who is heading to West
Liberty — is the son of Mark of Candy
George of Wheeling.

TYLER REED (Oak Glen) — This for-
mer Golden Bear was the go-to wide out
for Coach Tony Filberto's team.

The 6-ft-3. 170 pounder made 33

e
4

catches for 654 yards, He also hauled in
1 1 touchdowns. which is a school record,

For his fine season, Reed was named
first-team all-Review, first-team all-
Valley. first-team all-OVAC and second-
team ali-state.

Tyler — who is the son of Jay Reed and
Barb Reed — is heading to West Virginia.

JARED BLATT (Magnolia) — This
former Blue Eagle was a standout tight end
for Coach Mark Batton’s squad.

The 6-ft-5. 220 pounder made 57
receptions for 919 yards and 11 touch-
downs. On the defensive side, he recorded
42 solos and was in on 118 tackles.

Blatt was named second-team all-state,

first-team all-OVAC and earned four

letters. .
V_:!,%,,\ Along with athletics. Blatt

{ “\ was a member of the National
Honor Society Society, was a
/Q'/ Partner in Education representa-

Jared — who is the son of

Jim and Claire Blatt of New Martinsville
— is attending West Virginia University.

CRAIG KUHAR (Linsly) — This for-
mer Cadet was the primary option on the
flanks for Coach B.J. DePew’s team.

The 6-ft-2, 180 pounder made 14
catches for 295 yards and five touch-
downs,

Kuhar was the recipient of the 2009
coach's award and was a third-team all-
Valley pick for basketball.

Away from athletics. Kuhar was a mem-
ber of the Key Club. FCA. Spanish Club.
SADD.

Craig — who is the son of Rick and
Christine Kuhar of St, Clairsville — plans
on attending West Virginia University.

ALEX GOMPERS (Wheeling Central)
— This former Knight standout was the
top receiver for Coach Mike Young's
squad last season.

The 5-ft-10. 170 pounder received the
Most Improved Player award.

Away from athletics. Alex is a member
of the National Honor Society and was
named to the High Honor Roll during
every semester. He's also a member of
GUTS and serves in the Peer Ministry and
served as the co-captain of the lacrosse
team.

Alex — who is the son of Tom and
Sarah Gompers of Wheeling — plans on
attending West Virginia University.

Staskey can be reached
sstaskey@timesieaderoniine.com

ar

Mallernee (Harrison Cen-
tral), Jarod Mellinger
(Beallsville), Nate Maleski
(Bridgeport). J.J. Intorre
(Beaver Local), damey
DeVaul (Steubenvillt), Jor-
dan Burress (Martins Ferry).
Shaun Berry (Zanesville),
Bobby Bennett (Bellaire)
and Jordan Banks
(Steubenville).

' “We've got guys who are
athletic and skiiled.” Pobol-
ish said. “It’s going to come
down to finding the right
combination of guys.”

Here's a capsule look at
the players:

ZAC WOICIECHOWS-
Ki {Cambridge) — This for-
mer Bobcat was a mainstay
on both lines for Coach Rich
Goodrich’s team.

The 5-foot-10., 250-
pounder saw time at several
spots along the front line and
was named first-team all-
OVAC, all-ECOL. all-East-
ern District and was an aca-
demic all-Ohioan,

Along with feotball, Woj-
ciechowski was a standout
wrestler, twice placing in the
OVAC tournament. He's
also a standout in the class-
room and is a member of the
National Honor Society,

Zac, who is the son of Les
and Beth Wojciechowski,
pians on attending Baldwin-
Wallace Coliege.

JAKE MALLERNEE
(Harrison Central) — This
former Huskie was a stand-
out on both lines at tackle for
Coach Justin Kropka's team.
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The 5-11. 215-pounder
recorded 100 tackles and 37
for loss and 11 sacks. He
was a two-time all-Buckeye
8 performer, two-time ail-
OVAC and first-team all-
district. He was named third-
team all-Ohio this past sea-
son.

Jake, who plans on attend-
ing Mt. Union College. is the
son of Bill and Luann
Mallemee.

JAROD MELLINGER

.(Beallsville) — This former

Blue Devil saw time along
both lines and some at full-
back for Coach Dave Cald-
well’s club.

The 6-fool, 265-pounder
had 1! sacks. nine caught
behind the line tackles. 16
unyssisted tackles and 87
total stops.

Mellinger was an all-con
ference selection and took
part in the Battle Against
Cystic Fibrosis game earlier
this summer.

Jarod. the son of Steve
and Julie Mellinger, plans on
attending Belmont Tech.

NATE MALESKI
(Bridgeport) — This former
Bulldog was a mainstay on a
pair of playoff teams the past
two vears under head coach
Rudy Vavrock.

The 6-2. 270-pounder
recorded 50 pancake blocks.
On the defensive side of the
ball. he recorded 90 tackles
and had eight sacks en route
to first-team all-Ohio acco-
lades.

Maleski first-team all-
Eastern District. all-OVAC,
ali-Times Leader and first-
team ali-Valley. He was a
first-team ail-Ohio offensive
lineman as a junior. He was
also selected 1o play in the
Ohio North-South All-Star
Game.

Along with football,
Maleski was a standout in
basketball.

Nate, who plans on
attending West Liberty Uni-
versity. is the son of Richard
and Cindy Maleski,

J.J. INTORRE (Beaver
Local) — This former
Beaver was a standout on the
defensive front for Coach
Rich Wright's team.

The 6-1, 255-pounder
recorded 50 tackles and five
sacks this past season. He
had 45 tackles and three
sacks during his junior sea-
son.

Along with earning three
letters, Intorre was an all-
conference ftirst-leam pick,
all-Quad County, all-district
and first-team all-East Liver-
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pool Review.

J.J.. the son of April and
Joseph Intorre. plans on
attending Muskingum Uni-
versity.

JAMEY DeVAUL
(Steubenville) — This for
mer Big Red two-way line-
man was a standout for head
coach Reno Saccoccia.

The 6-3, 220-pounder
was a three-year starter at
center and won the Calvin
Jones Lineman Award and
was named a WTOV.9
Block of Granite and also
holds the Big Red record for
pin blocks. He was a first-
team all-Ohioan. all-Eastern
District, first-team all-
OVAC, all-Valley. first-
team Quad County. He also
took part in the Penn-Ohio
All-Star Game.

Along with football,
DeVaul was a standout
wrestler. He was also a class
officer and he served as Key
Club Vice President during
his senior year.

Jamey, the Vince and
Renee DeVaul. is planning
on attending Fairmont State.

JORDAN BURRESS
(Martins Ferry) — This for-
mer Purple Rider was a two-
way standout for head coach
Dave Bruney.

The 6-5. 275-pounder
saw time at tight end, offen-
sive and defensive tackle.

For his fine season. Bur-
ress was named all-Eastern
District. all-OVAC, all-val-
ley. ali-Buckeye 8 and ali-
Times Leader.

Jordan, who is planning
on attending Mt. Union Col-
lege. is the son of John and
Cindy Burress,

SHAUN BERRY
(Zunesville} — This former
Blue Devils was a mainstay
center for Coach Chad
Grandstaff's team.

The 6-2. 225-pounder
was a first-team all-district,
first-team all-SEQAL and
all-league. He was also a
standout in baseball for the
Biue Devils.

Berrv. who is the son of
Chuck "and Jeannine Berry,
is heading to Marietta Col-
lege.

“BOBBY BENNETT
(Bellaire) — This former
Big Red was a standout on
both lines for Coach Jose
Davis™ team last season.

The 6-5. 225-pounder
was in in 31 tackles. five for
loss. four fumble recoveries
and he blocked three kicks.

Bennett was also a stand-
out in wrestling where he
earned a trip to the Ohio
State Tournament and he
played baseball. He’s also
earncd the distinction of
Eagle Scout.

Bobby. who is undecided
about his future plans. is the
son of Rebert Bennett and
Roxanne Bennett.

JORDAN BANKS
{Steubenville) — This
defensive standout saw time
both as a down lineman and
at linebacker for Saccoccia’s
team.

The 6-foot, 215-pounder
played defensive tackle and
defensive end as well.

Along with football.
Banks was active in Key
Club. Spanish Club and Lift
Club.

Jordan, who plans on
attending Geneva College. is
the son of John and Cathy
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Ohio wide receivers named

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

At Buckeye Local, passing
wasn't the name of the game for
Coach Ron Poboiish.

However. for the annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Chanty
Football Classic, Pobolish
brought in tformer Bellaire head
coach Gregg Bonar. meaning the
Buckeves plan to employ a pass-
ing game.

That's whatl made the collec-
tion of wide receivers an impor-
tant selection and Pobolish is
quite pleased with the group he’s
assembled.

“We're going to pul the ball in

the air.” Pobolish said. “We feel
we ve got guys who can get open,
who are fast and can catch the
ball. We've also got some guys
who can play more than one posi-
tion. so if something happens we
can move some people around.”

Ticketed for wide receiver
duties with the Buckeyes- are St.
Clairsville’s Seth Callarik,
Shadyside’s Dylan Kimble,
Indian Creek’s Michael Wayt,
Steubenville's Trey Wiggins,
Union Local’s Brandon Nicholes
and Shenandoah’s Wes
Rataiczak.

Here's & capsule look at the
players:

SETH CALLARIK (St.
Clairsville) — This two-way per-
former enjoyed a big season for.
Coach Breit McLean’s team last
fall.

As a wide receiver, Callarik
caught 17 balls for 401 yards. He
was also a standout in the defen-
sive backfield. He had nine inter-
ceptions, 21 solo tackles and
eight pass break-ups.

The 5-ft-11, 155 pounder was
a first-team all-OVAC, ail-
Buckeye 8. all-Eastern District,

all-Valley. all-Times Leader

selection. He was a finalist for
Big 22 Defensive Player of the
Year and was named his team’s

MVP.

Callarik was
also a standout §i
wrestler, winning
two OVAC titles [j
and qualifying to
the, state tourna- &2
ment twice. He’s |
also active in [}
Young Life.

Seth —~ whois
undecided about
his future plans - is the son of
Casey and Carrie Callarik of St.
Clairsvilie.

DYLAN KIMBLE

(Shadyside) — This former Tiger
spent three seasons as a wide

iS LEADER - Wednesday, July 7, 2010 - B2
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downs. As a quarterback, he passed for 2,238 vards and
20 touchdowns last season, while running for 476 yards.
He was also a defensive standout.

The 5-ft-11, 170 pounder was named first-team all-
OVAC, all-Times Leader, all-Eastern District and all-
Valley for his fine season.

Kimble was also a mainstay on the Tigers’ basketball
team, which finished the regular season unbeaten and
advanced to the regional final.

Along with his athletic ventures, Kimble’s a member of
the National Honor Roll and student council. He served as
his class’ president and was a member of the yearbook
staff,

Dylan ~ who plans on attending Ohio University —
is the son of Rick and Joyce Kimble of Shadyside.

BRANDON NICHOLES (Union Local) — This for-
mer Jets’ wide receiver was a first-team all-Chio as a jun-
ior and was heading toward another big year before he
injured his knee.

In Coaclr Mark Cisar’s pass-happy offense, Nicholes
was one of the primary targets. All told, he caught 105
balls for 1,715 yards and 15 touchdowns. He was in on
63 tackles and had four interceptions as well.

Along with the all-state honor, Nicholes was first-team
Buckeye 8, Eastern District, all-Times Leader and all-
OVAC as a junior.

Nicholes was also a standout in track, qualifying to the
state meet two years. _

Away from athletics, Nicholes was a memeber of the
Culture Club, Spanish Club and FFA.

. Brandon — who is undecided about his future plans -
is the son of Mike and Sheila Nicholes of Belmont.

WES RATAICZAK (Shenandoah) — This former Zep
was a go-to wide out for Coach Tim Wilson's team this
past season.

The 6-ft-3, 215 pounder surpassed the 1,000 yard
mark receiving and had 15 touchdowns in his career. He
also had 900 yards passing and recorded three intercep-
tions. . .

Rataiczak was named all-PVC in football, all-OVAC,
first-team all-Ohio, first-team all-Eastern District.

Along with football, Rataiczak was a standout in bas-
ketball for the Zeps. He was accorded first-team all-
OVAC, all-Eastern District, all-PVC in hoops as well,

Wes — who is the son of Joellen Rataiczak of Quaker
City - is undecided about his future plans.

MICHAEL WAYT (Indian Creek) - This former
Redskin was a standout all over the field for Coach
Andrew Connor’s team last season.

The 5-ft-9, 155 pounder saw time at wide receiver,
defensive back and as a kick returner. Defensively, he was
in in on 74 tackles and made six interceptions.

Wayt was named first-team Buckeye 8, first-team
Quad County All-Star Team and honorable mention all-
Ohio, .

Michael - who is undecided about his future plans -
is the son of Thomas and Connie Wayt of Mingo Junction.

TREY WIGGINS (Steubenville) — This former Big
Red standout was one of the primary targets in Coach
Reno Saccoccia’s offense.

The 5-fi-10, 170 pounder made 37 receptions during
his senior season. All told, he had 637 yards and nine
touchdowns. .

Wiggins received the Lodgen Award at Steubenville.

Along with football, Wiggins was a track standout for
the Big Red, earning all-Ohio as a member of the
Steubenville 4x200 team.

Trey - who is the son of Lisa Ostrowski of Mingo -
plans on attending Fairmont State University.

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com

receiver before serving as the
quarterback under head coach
Mark Holenka last season.

All told. he made 22 catches
in his career and scored 23 touch-

See, OVAC, Page B2
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Ohio Will Put Football in Air

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

At Buckeye Local. passing wasn't
the name of the game for Coach Ron
Pobolish.

However. for the annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Foot-
ball Classic, Pobolish brought in for-
mer Bellaire head coach Gregg Bonar,
meaning the Buckeyes plan to employ
a passing game.

That's what made the collection of
receivers an important selection and
Pobolish is quite pleased with the
group he’s assembled.

**We're going to pul the ball in the
air.”” Pobolish said. "*We feel we've
got guys who can get open. who are
fast and can catch the ball.

“We've also got some guys who can
play more than one position. so if
something happens we can move some
people around.””

Ticketed for receiver duties with the
Buckeyes are St. Clairsville’s Seth
Callarik, Shadyside’s Dylan Kimble.
Indian Creek’'s Michael Wayt.
Steubenville’s Trey Wiggins. Union
Local’s Brandon Nicholes and Shenan-
doah’s Wes Rataiczak.

Here's a capsule look at the players:

SETH CALLARIK (St.
Clairsville): This two-way performer
enjoyed a big season for Coach Brett
McLean’s team last fall,

As a receiver. Callarik caught 17
balls for 401 yards. He was also a
standout in the defensive backfield
where he had nine interceptions. 21
solo tackles and eight pass breakups.

The 5-foot-11. 155 pounder was a
first team All-OVAC. All-Buckeye 8,
All-Eastern District. All-Valley. and
All-Times Leader selection. He was a
finalist for Big 22 Defensive Player of
the Year and was named his team’s
Most Valuable Player.

Callarik was also a standout
wrestler. winning two OVAC titles and
qualifying to the state tournament
twice. He's also active in Young Life.

Seth. who is undecided about his
future plans. is the son of Casey, and
Carrie Callarik of St. Clairsville.

OVAC All-Star Footbalt

DYLAN KIMBLE (Shadyside):
This former Tiger spent three seasons
as a receiver before serving as the quar-
terback under head coach Mark Holen-
ka fast season.

All told. he made 22 catches in his
career and scored 23 touchdowns.

As a quarterback. he passed for
2.238 yards and 20 touchdowns last
season. while running for 476 yards.
He was also a defensive standout.

The 5-11. 170 pounder was named
first team AH-OVAC. All-Times
Leader. All-Eastern District and All-
Valley for his fine season.

Kimble was also a mainstay on the
Tigers basketball team that finished the
regular season unbeaten and advanced
1o the regional final.

Along with his athletic ventures,
Kimble's a member of the National
Honor Roll and student council. He
served as class president and was a
member of the yearbook staff.

Dylan. who plans on atiending Ohio
University. is the son of Rick and Joyce
Kimble of Shadyside.

BRANDON NICHOLES (Union
Local): This former Jets receiver was a
first team All-Ohio as a junior and was
heading toward another big year before
he injured his knee.

In Coach Mark Cisar’s pass-happy
offense. Nicholes was one of the pri-
mary largets. All told. he caught 105
balls for 1.715 yards and 15 touch-
downs in his career. He was in on 63
tackles and had four interceptions as
well.

Along with the all-state honor. Nic-
holes was first team Buckeye 8. East-
ern District. All-Times Leader. All-
Valley and AIl-OVAC as a junior.

Nicholes was also a standout in
rack. qualifying to the state meet two
years.

Away from athletics, Nicholes was a
memeber of the Culture Club. Spanish
Club and FFA.

Brandon. who is undecided about his
future plans. is the son of Mike and

Sheila Nicholes of Belmont.

WES RATAICZAK (Shenan-
doah): This former Zep was a go-to
receiver for Coach Tim Wilson's team
last season.

The 6-3. 215 pounder surpassed the
1.000-yard mark receiving and had 15
touchdowns in his career. He also had
900 yards passing and recorded three
interceptions.

Rataiczak was named All-PVC in
football, All-OVAC, first team All-
Ohio. and first team All-Eastern Dis-
trict.

Along with football, Rataiczak was a
standout in basketball for the Zeps.
where he was accorded first team All-
OVAC, All-Eastern District, and All-
PVC.

Wes. who is the son of Joellen
Rataiczak of Quaker City, is undecided
about his future plans.

MICHAEL WAYT (Indian
Creek): This former Redskin was a
standout all over the field for Coach
Andrew Connor’s team last season.

The 5-9, 155 pounder saw time at
receiver, defensive back and as a kick
returner. Defensively, he was in on 74
tackles and made six interceptions.

Wayt was named first team Buckeye
8. first team Quad County All-Star
Team. and honorable mention All-
Ohio.

Michael. who is undecided about his
future plans. is the son of Thomas and
Connie Wayt of Mingo Junction.

TREY WIGGINS (Steubenville):
This former Big Red standout was one
of the primary targets in Coach Reno
Saccoccia’s offense.

The 5-10. 170 pounder made 37
receptions during his senior season. All
told. he had 637 yards and nine touch-
downs.

Wiggins received the Lodgen Award
at Steubenville.

Along with football. Wiggins was a
track standout for Big Red. earning
All-Ohio as a member of the 800 relay
team.

Trey. who is the son of Lisa
Ostrowski of Mingo. plans to attend
Fatrmont State University.
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Selects
His Line

OVAC All-Star Game

just 15 days away

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

Tom Bruney played in the QVAC
Ali-Star Game and he’s watched sever-
al. So he has a good understanding of
what it takes to be successful, and it
comes down to line play most of the
time. He's been on the Ohio side of
things in the past and realized the
Buckeye State normally overpowers
West Virginia up front. .

So when the Brooke head coach was
sclected to guide the Mountain State in
the July 25th Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Charity Football Classic, he
made it a point when picking his roster
lo get the biggest, most-talented offen-
sive and defensive linemen he could
find,

““We were looking for guys who we
thought could compete with the Ohio
guys,”” Bruney said. ‘*This has been a
glaring mismatch for the last several
years and we’ve got (o be able to com-
pete with and get at least a stalemate up
front.”

Today, Bruney named 10 linemen
who will spend time working for a spot
on either the offensive or defensive line

Please See BRUNEY, Page 14
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Bruney

(Continued from Page 13)

when camp begins next
weekend for the game.

Slated to compete are:
Jordan West (Wheeling Cen-
tral), Ryan Smalil {(South).
Sam Robinson (John Mar-
shall), Nick Nero (Madon-
na), Christian McGaughe
(Madonna), Mike Lou
(Wheeling Park), Jake Liﬁy
(Brooke), Andy Huggins
(Magnolia), Devin Harrison
(John Marshall) and Hunter
Ferguson (South).

ere’s a capsule took at
the players:

ORDAN WEST
{(Wheeling Central): This
former Marcon Knight was
a standout two-way lineman
for Coach Mike Young’s
squad.

The 5-foot-11, 280
pounder was impressive at
defensive tackle with 77
stops. four sacks and a
forced fumble.

For his fine season, West
was named first team All-
OVAC, all-state. All-Valley,
and was awarded Player of
the Week by Wally and
Wimpy's. He also received
Wheeling Central’s Offen-
sive Player of the Year
Award. and earlier this year
received the Wheeling Cen-
tral Lou Mack Award.

Away from football, West
was a mernber of the Nation-
al Honor Society.

Jordan. who is the son of
Max and Mary Ann West of
Wheeling. is planning on
attending West Virginia
University.

RYAN SMALL (Park-
ersburg South): This versa-
tile player saw time at four
different positons during the
course of his career under
Jon Bolen.

The 6-1. 255 pounder
lined up at guard. defensive
tackle, defensive end and
linebacker, and was eventu-
ally named ali-state.

yan, who is undecided
about his future plans, is the
son of Marvin and Lisa
Small of Mineral Wells.

SAM ROBINSON
(John Marshall): This for-
mer Monarch was a standout
at defensive end and receiver
for Coach Dan Wilson's
team.

The 6-5. 225 pounder
recorded 67 tackles and had
16 sacks. He also had 17
tackles for loss.

Robinson was a first team
All-Vailey and honorable
mention all-state selection.

Robinson is a standout in
the classroom as he’s a
member of the National
Honor Society. Away from
school, he’s a nursery school
teacher at St. Francis Xavier
Church and he also takes
part in Young Life.

Sam, who plans on

" attending West Liberty. is

the son of Grace and Mike
Gardill and August and
Rhonda Robinson,

NICK NERO (Madon-
na): This two-way lineman
was a key co% in the Blue
Dons’ undefeated state
championship team under
Bob Kramer.

The 6-0, 230 pounder
was honored for hig fine sea-
son with all-state first team
and he played in the North-
South Game.

Nick, who plans on
attending Robert Morris. is
the son of Blake and Theresa
Nero of Hookstown, Pa.

CHRISTIAN
MCGAUGHEY (Madon-
na): This former Blue
Don was a bookend

right tackle for Kramer.

The 6-3, 315 pounder
started 47 consecutive

games at the position. He
was honorable mention all-
state, second team All-Val-
ley, first team River Valley
League and second team
Mason Dixon Conference.

Christian, who is the son
of Jeff and Kristin Doughty,
plans to go to Muskingum,

MIKE LOUGH (Wheel-
ing Park): This former
Patriot was a standout center
for Coach Chris Daugherty’s
team.

The 6-4, 220 pounder
iglso played on the defensive
ine.

Along with football,
Lough was a standout
wrestler as well as a member
of the Diversity Club and he
also takes part in Young
Life.

Mike, who plans on
attending Bethany College,
is the son of Richard and
Shelly Lough of West Liber-
t

V.

JAKE LILLY (Brooke):
This former Bruin helped
gave the wa% for Coach

runey’s highly effective
offense last season.

The 6-3. 280 pounder
was an offensive captain and
was named first team all-
state and All-Valley, He was
also named to the All-
Decade team by the
Charleston Daily Mail along
with being named first team
All-OVAC. -

Away from sports, Lilly
was a member of the Nation-
al Honor Society. .

Jake, who plans on attend-
ing West Virginia, is the son
of James and Christine Lilly
of Follansbee.

ANDY HUGGINS
(Magnolia): This former
Blue Eagle was a two-way
standout in the trenches for
Coach Mark Batton's team.

The 6-4. 235 pounder
graded out at 83 percent last
season en route to being
named honorable mention
all-state and All-OVAC. He
also earned academic All-
OVAC and took part in the
BACEF All-Star Game.

Andy, who is the son of
Mark and Scheri Huggins of
New Martinsville, plans on
attending West Virginia
University to major in engi-
neering.

DEVIN HARRISON
{John Marshall): This for-
mer Monarch manned down
a spot along both the offen-
sive and defensive line for
Wilson’s team.

The 6-3. 270 pounder
recorded 35 tackles and four
sacks in his senior season.

For his season, Harrison
was named JM Lineman of
the Year. Away from ipons.
he's a member of the
National Honor Society,
received the Black and Gold
Academic Scholarshig from
West Liberty, where he will
continue his education.

Devin, who is atso a
member of the Academic
and Computer Clubs, is the
son of Richard and Lucretia
Maine.

HUNTER FERGUSON
(Parkersburg South): This
former Patriot was a fullback
and defensive standout for
Bolen’s team and will figure
into the defensive line mix
for the Mountaineers during
the OVAC game.

At South, the 6-0, 230
pounder gained 500 all-pur-
pose yards. On the defensive
side of the ball, he was in on
200 tackles, made 10 sacks
and had three interceptions.

Ferguson was named all-
conference and all-state.

Hunter. who plans on
attending Fairmont, is the
son of Michael and Heather
Ferguson.

Free OVAC
Youth Clinic
Set Sunday

To kickoff the beginning
of the 2010-1] ‘SUBWAY
Sports Clinic Series’ the
Ohio Valley Athietic
Conference will be hosting
its seventh annual free
vouth football clinic in con-
junction with the ‘Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic’
presented by Huntington
Bank & WTOV9. The
clinic will take place the
day of the game on Sunday.
July 25, at the Wheeling
Island Stadium.

Registration will take
place at the Stadium from
noon to 12:45 p.m. The
clinic will last from 1-2:30
p-m. and will be directed by
OVAC football coaches,
including members of
coach Chris Daugherty’s
Wheeling Park High School
football staff. Tim Weaver
and the Bethany College
Football staff will assist as
well. The instructors will
teach the basic fundamen-
tals of football with a focus
on building self-esteem.
The clinic is free and open
to boys and girls ages 6-13.

Parents or legal
guardians are required to
have insurance and be pres-
ent the day of the clinic to
sign a waiver form. For
more information visit
HYPERLINK
“http:// www.OVAC.org”
www.OVAC. org. email:
HYPERLINK “mail-
to:james@ovac.org”
james@ovac.org or call
(304} 639-1238,

Along with SUBWAY
the youth clinic is spon-
sored by AM 1600
WEKKX. Wheeling
Hospital, Bordas & Bordas
Law Firm. The Health Plan.
AT&T and the ‘Prevent
Don’t Provide’ initiative.”

The annual “Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic’
presented by Huntington
Bank & WTOV9 is slated
for Sunday, July 25, at
Wheeling Island Stadium
with Kickoff pilanned for
7:15 p.m.

Beginning on Monday
tickets will be available at
area Kroger stores. Smitty's
Floors and other Ohio
Valley retail locations that
can be found on line at the
OVAC's official Web site.
HYPERLTINK
“hutp://www OVAC.org”
www.OVAC.org,



Bruney announces W.

" Bruney said. “There are  Weir’s T

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

When forming his roster for the annual
Rudy Mumley OVAC Ali-Star Charity
Football Classic. Brooke High and West
Virginia head coach Tom Bruney wanted
linemen {irst. _

However. he feels like he and his coach-
ine staff did their due dilligence on the
other positions as well and today he
announces his gquarterback and running
back candidates for the Sunday. July 25th

clash with Ohio. ) _ '
“Most ol the guys we've picked are

(] =

two-way players.’ 2
going lg f!i)t ir)llto the puzzle sgmewhere.
" At quarterback. Bruney's own p
Cotey Wallace and Oak Glen’s Seth
Barnhart will get the primary looks.
| think Cotey Wallace learned
the system better than I know it
last year and 1 think he’ll be a big
asset to Seth in helping him learn
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® Bruney

Continued from Page C1

Big 22 Player of the
Year and also the presti-
gious Kennedy Award. He
was also a standout in track
and field for the Bruins.

Cotey — who is the son
of Garey Wallace of
Wellsburg — plans on
attending Fairmont State
University in the fall,

SETH BARNHART
{Oak Glen) — This former
Golden Bear played a huge
role in helping to lead his
team back to the postseason
under the guidance of head
coach Tony Filberto.

The 6-ft-3, 215 pounder
passed for 2,154 yards and
25 touchdowns.-He also ran
for four scores.

Barnhart was first-team
all-state and a Big 22 final-
ist. He was also named
first-team all-OVAC, all-
Valley and was a finalist
for Review Player of’teh
Year. He was a four-year
starter at Oak Glen and
holds every guarterbacking
school record.

Along with football,
Barnhart played baketball
and basebali.

Away from athletics, he
was quite active in Culture
Club, Foreign Language
Club, Friends of Rachel
Club and yearbook staff.

Seth — who is the son of
Tracy and the late Gerald
Barnhart of Chester —

plans om  attending
California University of
Pennsylvania.

STINGRAY BATES
(Magnolia}) — This former
Blue Eagle was a four-year
mainstay for Coach Mark
Batton’s team.

During his prep career in
which he earned four let-
ters, Bates ran 462 times
for 2,281 yards and 23
touchdowns. He also
caught 19 passes and
scored two receiving touch-
downs.

Bates was a first-team
all-OVAC performer this
past season and was named
the winner of the Sam
Mumley Memorial MVP
Award in Class AA during
the 2008 Super Six
Football Championships.

Stingray — who is the
son of Todd and Cindy
Bates of New Martinsville
— plans on attending West
Liberty University.

T.I. HOWARD (Weir
High) — This former Red
Rider was a standout all over
the field for Coach Tom
Taylor's team last season.

The 5-ft-9, 165 pounder
ran for 700 yards and
accounted for 1,200 all
purpose yardage, which
makes him a valuable piece
for Bruney and the
Mountaineer squad.

He was also a defensive

standout with 64 tackles,
four interceptions and 12
tackles for loss.

Howard was a honorable
mention all-state pick in
Class AA.

T.J. — who is the son of
Tim and Renee Howard of
Weirton — is planning to
attend West Liberty
University in the fali.

JORDAN SORGE
{Wheeling Central) — This
former Maroon Knight
made his presence felt all
over the place for head
coach Mike Young’s team
last season,

On the offensive side of
the ball, Sorge ran 64 times
for 476 yards and six
touchdowns. He also
caught 22 balls ofr 542
yards and nine scores.
Defensively, he made 30
tackles and recorded five
interceptions.

For his efforts, Sorge
was named first-team all-
state in Class A, all-OVAC
and all-Valley.

Along with football,
Sorge lettered for Central in
basketball and tennis.

Jordan — who is the son
of Brian and Lisa Sorge of
Wheeling — plans on
attending West Liberty
University. :

Staskey can be reached
atl sstaskey@timesleader
online.com

J. Howard. Wheeling Central’s
Jordan Sorge and Wheeling Park’s

“We like a slashing type run-
VA7, ner in our offense.” Bruney said.
#{(‘\ “We also like to throw the ball 10
1 % our backs with screens. As we
Lok were picking these kids. some of
548/ them may not have carried it as
e : SR e am.
it 100.” Bruney said. “We feel like “4Jf"(j{fyy” much for the-l-rﬁl?ég'?ngcgz?not’u[s m.
those kids are field generals and we but they're versatile ¢
can compete in this game with them ba
directing the team.” .
At the running back spot. Bruney $
looking at Magnolia's Stingray Bates.

Here's a capsule look at t}]c players who
returned their biographical information to
same director Bob Koch:

Va. backfield for OVAC Game

COTEY WALLACE (Brooke) — This
Bruins quarterback settled in without a
problem to Bruney's offense this past sea-
son and turned in a brilliant final cam-
pa}fg_Ec 6-fi-1. 180 pounder passed for
more than 2,100 yards and 25 touch-
downs. He ran for more than 1.100 yards
and 15 more touchdowns. while directing
the Bruins™ to a 13-1 season.

Wallace gained all sorts of post-season
honors, including first-team all-state 1n
Class AAA: first-team all-OVAC and
Class 4-A captain. He was a finalist for the

See, BRUNEY, Page C2
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Annual OVAC

football game:

A costly event

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

IF YOU'VE found yourself at the
the OVAC All-Star Football game corﬁ;a)[lzigf
ing al?oul ticket prices and money, while
Eg‘l;revmg’ Ihebconference is sitting on a cash

. you're by no means i
e Y ans alone in that school

However. OVAC Executi
Secretary/Treasurer Tom Rataiczak w(zillllttsl \;g
pom; out youi'cre dead wrong.

“It’s a frustrating misconception,”
Rataiczak said. “I've heagrd people say E:)l\:f)rtlﬁe
OVAC is nothing but a money making organi-
zation and we're in it for the profit. Those
people just don't fully understand.”

As the 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Charity Football Classic quickly
approaches at Wheeling Island Stadium, the
OVAC is bracing for what could be one of its
cosEhest years in the history of the game.,

“People believe we're making a killing off
Fh;s game and up 1o this point. it was always a

little” money-making type venture,”
Rataiczak admitted. "But, people don’t under-
stand what goes into this game and this is
probably the first year where we’re looking at
a major hurt.”

Rataiczak and the OVAC are takin
ﬂill‘-pagq detailed ad in this year’s pr%g(:g;'la
which dissects the revenue and cxpenditures’
of the game. which breaks down the 2009 fig-
ures.

The big change in the economic climate of
the game has been the room and
West Liberty University. boatd costs

“Obviously. other things have risen, and we
expect that. but nothing has risen with the
magnitude of the room and board,” Rataiczak
said. “The cost of our uniforms has been the
same. our transportation has gone up a very

See, OVAC, Page A2

HERE IS A LOOK AT THE NUMBERS.

~ Based on the 2009 game the revenues
inctude:
m ;ickets. $43,314.
m Program, $36,340 ing):
s g [advertising); $2,358
] gafﬂe, $16,195
m Evening with the Stars Din
B Souvenir clothing, $1 .30'}. e o117
B Sponsors, $10,990.
'LOTAL INCON}E: $115,622,
owever, all of the money is
the SVAdC payg its bills. e secured befgre
ased on the 2
- e 2009 game here are the expen-
® Payroll, $16,972,
®m Awards/Plagues, $1.567.
B Security, $850.
B Rentals, $1,880.
® Room and Board (at WLL), $49,308.
: g?fntlng (tickets/programs), $20,748,
54754 icé expenses (paper, postage, etc),
® Evening with th
S e Stars Banguet/Meals,
B Transportation, $2,409.
® Uniforms/Clothing, $10,923.
® Scholarships, $7.000.
:O[%_?l_ag&ns. $6,525.
PENSES: $129,282.
TOTAL NET 315,861 00 |

® OVAC

Continued from Page A1

Jittle bit based on drivers, other expenses and payroll have
stayed about the same, but the room and board just crip-
ples us.”

West Liberty University houses some 350 students for
four nights. The players and coaches move in one week
from today, but the band and cheerleaders won’t arrive
until Wednesday, July 21.

When the OVAC officials and West Liberty met this
past April to nail down things about the upcoming camp,
it was learned that the housing bill was going up again
and is projected to be between $65,000 and $70,000,
which is about a 30 percent increase.

«That kind of increase in one year is enough to make
you say wow,” Rataiczak said. “The numbers they gave
us didn’t really sink in until we started to do the math.
There had been minimal increases before, but nothing like
this.”

By the time the OVAC got the figures, it was almost
too late to look into moving the camp to another location
because things were booked at most area colleges.

“We probably made contact with every college and/or
university in the area,” Rataiczak admitted. “We've got a
lot of kids we bring to campus for that week and we
couldn’t change anything because we’d already sent out
acceptance letters to the players, band members and
cheerleaders.”

Another area Rataiczak explained was in the television
contract. Unlike most sporting events, the OVAC actually
pays its broadcast media partner, which is WTOV-9, to
produce and broadcast the game.

“The OVAC is its own production company,”
Rataiczak said. “We've got to buy the air time to put the
game on, and therefore we are responsible to sell the
advertising. Our marketing program is tied into the entire
year, so it’s difficult to break out strictly the revenue gen-
erated from the game.”

In earlier years, the money generated from television
was $20,000, which is where the profit of $6,339 is
made. '

However, that minimal profit will be quickly erased
with the aforementioned rise in housing costs, which is
why the OVAC is beginning to lock at alternatives.

“We can't raise ticket and/or program prices anymore,
we know that,” Rataiczak said. “We probably can’t attract
anymore Sponsors because we're fortunate to have what
we have. So, do we eliminate band, change the date, put
bands and teams at different colleges or what?”

Despiie the questions to be answered, Rataiczak insists
there will continue to be an all-star football game hopeful-
ly with all of the aspects the people of the Ohio Valley
have come to know and love about the game, but the com-
mittee will sit down next month and re-evaluate the afore-
mentioned possibilities and numerous others.

“There's no doubt in my mind the game will go on, but
I am unsure of the direction the committee is going to
take,” Rataiczak said. “Every time we throw out a solu-
tion, there’s always a what about this, so I am not sure
how we're going to approach it, but we're probably going
to spend a lot of serious time trying to re-invent the
wheel. There just comes a point where this gets to be
insane.”

Rataiczak doesn’t foresee any immediate announce-
ments nor has he set a timetable about the future of the
game or its activities.

“We’'ve got to explore options and look at every single
detail,” Rataiczak said. “It’s hard to believe there are
some sporting championships throughout the year, which
pring in more money than the all-star football game.”

Rataiczak couldn't stress enough that the OVAC is for
the kids of the Ohio Valley.

“We're not going to cheat our students/athletes out of
an experience of a lifetime,” Rataiczak said.

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com



Bruney announces linemen for OVAC Game

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Tom Bruney played in the OVAC All-
Star Game and he’s watched several.

He's got a good understanding of what
it takes to be successful and it comes down
to line play most of the team. He's been on
the Ohio side of things in the past and real
ized that the Buckeye State normally over
powers West Virginia up front.

So when the Brooke High head coach
was selected to guide the Mountain Stale
in the July 25th Rudy Mumley OVAC All-

Star Charity Football Classic. he made it a
point when picking his roster to get the
biggest most talented offensive and defen-
sive linemen he could find.

“We were looking for guys who we
thought could compete with the Ohio
guys.” Bruney said. “This has been a glar-
ing mismatch for the lust several years and

we've got 10 be able to compete with and .

gel at least a stalemate up front.”

Today. Bruney named 10 linemen who
will spend time working for a spot on
either the offensive or defensive line when
camp begins next weekend for the game.

Slated to compete are: Jordan West
(Wheeling Central). Ryan Small (South),
Samuel Robinson (John Marshall). Nick
Nero (Madonna), Christian McGaughey
(Madonna). Mike Lough (Wheeling Park).
Jake Lilly (Brooke). Andy Huggins
(Magnolia). Devin Harrison (John
Marshall) and Hunter Ferguson (South).

Here's a capsule look at the players:

JORDAN WEST (Wheeling Central)

This former Knight was a standout
two-way lineman for Coach Mike Young's
squad.

The 5-ft-11. 280 pounder was impres

® OVAC

Continued from Page C1

Mary Ann West of Wheeling — is plan-
ning on attending West Virginia
University.

RYAN SMALL (Parkersburg South)
— This versatile player saw time at four
different positons during the course of his
career under Jon Bolen,

The 6-ft1, 255 pounder lined up at
guard, defensive tackle, defensive end and
linebacker and was eventually named all-
state.

Ryan — who is undecided about his
future plans — is the son of Marvin and
Lisa Small of Mineral Wells.

SAMUEL ROBINSON (John
Marshall) - This former Monarch was a
standout at defensive end and wide receiv-

" er for Coach Dan Wilson’s team.

The 6-ft-5, 225-pounder recbrded 67
tackles and had 16 sacks. He also had 17
tackles for loss.

Robinson was a first-team all-Valley
and honorable mention all-state selection.

Robinson is a standout in the classroom
as he's a member of the National Honor
Society. Away from school, he’s a nursery
school teacher at St. Francis Xavier
Church and he also takes part in Young
Life.

Sam — who plans on attending West
Liberty University — is the son of Grace
and Mike Gardill and August and Rhonda
Robinson.

NICK NERO (Madonna) — This two-
way lineman was a key cog in the Blue
Dons' undefeated state championship team
under Bob Kramer.

The 6-ft, 230-pounder was honored for
his fine season with all-state first team and
he played in the North-South Game.

Nick — who plans on attending Robert
Morris University - is the son of Blake
and Theresa Nero of Hookstown, Pa.

CHRISTIAN MCGAUGHEY
(Madonna) - This former Blue Don was
a bookend right tackle for Kramer.

The 6-ft-3, 315-pounder started 47 con-
secutive games at the position. He was
honorable mention all-state, second-team
all-Valley, first-team River Valley League
and second-team Mason Dixon
Conference.

Christian — who is the son of Jeff and
Kristin Doughty — plans on attending
Muskingum University.

MIKE LOUGH (Wheeling Park) -
This former Patriot was a standout center
for Coach Chris Daugherty’s team.

The 6-ft-4, 220 pounder also played on
the defensive line.

Along with football, Lough was a stand-
out wrestler as well as a member of the
Diversity Club and he also takes part in
Young Life.

Mike — who plans on attending
Bethany College ~— is the son of Richard
and Shelly Lough of West Liberty.

JAKELILLY (Brooke) — This former
Bruin helped pave the way for Coach Tom
Bruney’s highly effective offense this past
season.

The 6-ft-3, 280-pounder was an offen-
sive captain and was named first-team all-
state. He was also named to the All-
Decade team by the Charleston Daily Mail
along with being named first-team all-
OVAC. Away from sports, Lilly was a
member of the National Honor Society.

Jake — who plans on attending West
Virginia University - is the son of James
and Christine Lilly of Follansbee.

ANDY HUGGINS (Magnolia) — This
former Blue Eagle was a two-way standout
in the trenches for Coach Mark Batton’s
team.

The 6-ft-4, 235-pounder graded out at
83 percent this past season en roule to
being named honorable mention all-state
and all-OVAC. He also earned academic
all-OVAC and took part in the BACF All-
Star Game.

Andy - who is the son of Mark and
Scheri Huggins of New Martinsville -
plans on attending West Virginia
University to major in engineering.

DEVIN HARRISON (John Marshall)
— This former Monarch manfnied down a

'spot along both the offensive and defen

sive line for Wilson’s team.

The 6-ft-3, 270 pounder recorded 35
tackles and had four sacks during his sen-
jor campaign.

For his season, Harrison was named JM
Lineman of the Year, Away from sports,
he’s a member of the National Honor
Society, received the Black and Gold
Academic Scholarship from West Liberty
where he will continue his education.

Devin who is also a member of the
Academic and Computer Clubs — is the
son of Richard Maine and Lucretia Maine.

HUNTER FERGUSON (Parkersburg
South) —- This former Patriot was a full-
back and defensive standout for Bolen’s
team and will figure into the defensive line
mix for the Mountaineers during the
OVAC game. '

At South, the 6-ft, 230-pounder gained
500 all-purpose yards. On the defensive
side of the bail, he was in on 200 tackles,
made 10 sacks and had three interceptions.

For his efforts, Ferguson was named all-
conference and all-state. .

Hunter — who plans on attending
Fairmont State University — is the son of
Michdel and Heather Ferguson.

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey@timesleaderoniine.com

sive at defensive tackle with 77 stops, four
sacks and a forced fumble.

_For his fine season. West was named
first-team all-OVAC, all-State and was
awarded Player of the Week by Wally and
Wimpy's. He also received Wheeling
Central’s Offensive Player of the Year
Award and earlier this year received the
Wheeling Central Lou Mack Award.,

Away from football. West was a mem-
ber of the Nattonal Honor Society.
Jordan - who is the son of Max and

See, OVAC, Page C2




! W.Va. Offense Focuses on Balance

Bruney wants to
spread it around

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

Tom Brunev admits he likes
to throw the football.

Earlier this week. he
announced his quarterbacks
and now the Brooke High and
West Virginia coach for the
Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity
Football Classic has pegged
his targets,

““In our offense, we're able
to spread the ball around.™
Bruney said. “*We want to be

able 1o spread the field and
take advantage of our athletes.
We don’t want to hang our
hats on one thing because we
could become too easy to
defend.””

Slated 1o battle for action
during camp. which begins
Sunday. July |8 in preparation
tor the game. which is set for
a week later at Wheeling
Island Stadium are: Wheeling
Park’s  Marcus George,
Wheeling Central's Alex
Gompers, Linsly's Craig
Kuhar. Oak Glen's Tytler
Reed. Magnolia®s Jared Blatt
and Tyler Consolidated’s Nate
Tayior.

B The annual Rudy
Mumiley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic is
set for July 25 at Wheeling
Island Stadium.

“We ask our receivers to do
several things in our offense.”
Bruney said. “"We feel we ve
got guys in place who can do
those. They look the same and
we re hoping they compete the
same,”

Here's a capsule look at the
players who returned their
information sheets to OVAC
Game director Bob Koch:

MARCUS GEORGE
(Wheeling Park): This former
Patriot was a jack of all trade
for Coach Chris Daugherty’s
team during his career.

Because of injury. the 5-
foot-10. 165 pounder was a
quarterback for much of last
season, but also saw time at
receiver and running back.

He accumulated nearly
1.000 yards of total offense
last season and threw for
seven touchdowns,

All told. George ran for
more than 1.000 yards in his
career,

Please See W.VA. Page 24
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(Continued from Page 17)
George was an all-state
pick as a sophomore and
twice named honorable
mention AH-OVAC.

Along with athletics.
George s active in Young
Life. a volunteer at Special
Otympics and with Little
Patriots,

Marcus. who is heading
lo West Liberty. is the son
of Mark of Candy George
of Wheeling,

TYLER REED (Qak
(rlen): This former Golden
Bear was the go-to receiver
for Coach Tony Filberto's
tcam.

The 6-3. 170 pounder
made 33 catches for 654
yards. He also hauled in 1]
touchdowns, which is a
school record.

For his fine season. Reed
wius named first team All-
Review, first team All-Val-
ley. first team All-OVAC
and second team all-state.

Tyler . who is the son of
Jay Reed and Barb Reed. is
heading to West Virginia.

JARED BLATT (Mag-
nolia): This former Blue
Eagle was a standout tight
end for Coach Mark Bat-
ton’s squad.,

The 6-5. 220 pounder
made 57 receptions for
919 yards and 11 touch-
downs. On the defensive
side. he recorded 42 solos
and was in on 118 tackies.

Blatt was named second
team all-state, first team
All-OVAC and All-Valley.
and earned four letters.

Along with athletics,
Blatt was a member of the
Nationat Honor Society
Society and was a Partner

in Education representative.

Jared. who is the son of
Jim and Claire Blati of
New Martinsville, iy
attending West Virginia

University.
CRAIG KUHAR
{Linsly): This former

Cadet was the primary
option on the flanks for
Coach B.J. DePew's team.

The 6-2. 180 pounder
made 14 catches for 295
yards and five touchdowns,

Kuhar was the recipient
of the 2009 coach's award
and was a third team All-
Vailey pick for basketball.

Away from athletics,
Kuhar was a member of the
Key Club. FCA. Spanish
Club. and SADD.

Craig. who is the son of
Rick and Christine Kuhar
of St. Clairsville, plans on
attending West Virginia
University.

ALEX GOMPERS
{Wheeling Central): This
former Maroon Knight
standout was the {op
receiver for Coach Mike
Young's squad last season.

The 5-10. 170 pounder
received the Most
Improved Player award.

Away from athletics.
Alex is a member of the
National Honor Society
and was named to the High
Honor Roll during every
semester. He's also a mem-
ber of GUTS and serves in
the Peer Ministry and
served as the co-captain of
the lacrosse team.

Alex, who is the son of
Tom and Sarah Gompers of
Wheeling. plans on attend-
ing West Virginia Univer-
sity.



Pobolish Fills Out Remainder of Ohio Roster

Linebackers, defensive
backs, utility guys profiled

By SETH STASKEY
) For The Intelligencer

With less than a week until the players
report to West Liberty University to begin
preparation for the July 25th Rudy Mum-
ley OVAC Ali-Star Charity Football Clas-
stc. Ohio head coach Ron Pobolish com-
pleted his roster.

Today. Pobolish announced his lineback-
ers. defensive backs. utility player and his
kicker for the 65th annual meeting with
West Virgima scheduled for Wheeling

Island Stadium.

“"We've got a bunch of skill guys who
can go both ways. so we’ll have to fieure
that out. but we like what we ve assem-
bled.”* Pobolish said. *"We're going to play
all 32 kids and we think we’ve got guys
who can run to the ball and make plays. We
like our Kicking game and we’re excited to
gel to camp and start evaluating. ™

Here’s a capsule look at the players:

TYLER ARIGONI (Union Local) —
This balthawking linebacker was all over
the ficld and then some for Coach Mark
Cisar’s team last season.

The 5-foot-10. 160-pounder recorded
182 tackles and 48 assists this past_season
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€n route to being named all-Ohio. Of his
tackles, 134 were solo and 20 were loss.

For his fine season. he was named all-
OVAC, all-Buckeye 8. ali-Times Leader
and all-Valley.

Tyler is the son of Tracy Arigoni and Joe
Gretchen.

TYLER HARDESTY (Cambridge) —
This former Bobcat was another linebacker
who was all over the field for Coach Rich
Geodrich’s team,

The 5-10, 205-pounder recorded 143
tackles from his linebacker spot. He also

made an impact from running back where
he racked up 3.938 vyards and scored 51
touchdowns during his prep career.

For his fine season, Hardest was named
second-team all-OVAC, first-team district,
and first-team ECOL.

Along with football, Hardesty was a
standout in baseball,

Tyler is the son of Dennis and Barb
Hardesty of Cambridge.

CODY KAISER (Harrison Central)
— This former Huskie was a standout at
middle linebacker for Coach Justin Krop-
ka’s team last season.

See POBOLISH. Page 20
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(Continued from Page 15) the ball for Coach Duve RYLAN PYCIAK title and qualifying for the "The 5-8. 170-pounder Valley. He was

The 5-11. 180-pounder
had 114 tackles and five
sacks. Of his tackles. 25
went for loss. He had two
interceptions and four
fumble recovenes,

Kaiser. who lettered
four times. was a first
team district. all-Valley.
all-Buckeye 8 and all-
OVAC selection. He was
honorabile mention all-
Ohio.

Cody. who plans on
attending Belmont Techni-
cal College, is the son of
Cliff and Cindy Riedel of
Scio.

DEVON PARSON
(Martins Ferry) — This
former Purple Rider was a
standout on both sides of

Bruney's team last season.

The 6-0, 215 pounder
graded out at 182 percent
on defense and was a solid
fullback on the offensive
side of the ball. He scored
five touchdowns.

For his fine season. Par-
son received first-team all-
Eastern District. all-Buck-
eve 8. all-OVAC, ali
Times Leader and he
received the Sportsman-
ship Award during the
annual Martins Ferry-Bel-
laire game.

Devon. who is the son
of Andrea Parson and the
late John Parson of St.
Clairsville. plans on
attending Mt, Union Col-
lege.

(Buckeye Local) — This
former Panther was a
standout at linebacker for
Pobolish’s team.

The 6-2. 230-pounder
logged 116 tackles. five
sacks. four forced fumbles
and recovered four fum-
bles as a junior. He fol
lowed that up this past
season with 149 tackles,
three sacks. five breakups.
two forced fumbles and
set the Buckeye record for
tackles in his career.

For his fine season,
Pyciak was a first-team
all-district, all-OVAC, all-
Buckeye 8. all-Valley. all-
Times Leader and was a
standout on the wrestling
mat. winning the OVAC

Division 11 state meet.

Away from athletics,
Pyciak boasted perfect
attendance. served as his
class. student council and
National Honor Society
President. He’'s also a
member of the OVAC
Varsity Board and attend-
ed Buckeye Beys State.

Rylan. who will attend
Case Western Reserve. is
the son of Michael and
Barbara Pyciak of Har-
risville.

JOSH RIGGANS
(Meadowbrook) — This
former Colt was a stand-
out on both sides of the
ball for Coach Mitch Ben-
dle during his career in
Byesville.

rushed for approximately
1.000 yards and had 400
receiving yards en route to
10 touchdowns during his
career. As a defensive
starter for three years. he
logged 250 tackles.

Riggans was first-team
all-district. OVAC and
ECOL en route to honor-
able mention all-Ohio.

Away from athletics.
Riggans 1s active in his
church youth group and
was 4 member of National
Honor Society.

Josh. who is the son of
Jeff and Karen Riggins of
Byesville, will attend Zane
State College.

JOE RINE (Buckeye
Locat) — This two-way
standout did a little bit of
everything for Pobolish
last season.

The 6-7. 250-pounder
was a quarterback and
passed for 2,094 yards
during his career. He was
also a standout at defen-
sive end with 15 sacks and
107 tackles.

Joe. who is the son of
Chuck and Lynn Ring of
Mingo. plans on attending
Wheeling Jesuit,

LOGAN COOK (St.
Clairsville) — This for-
mer Red Devil was more
than a weapon as a place-
kicker for Coach Brett
McLean's team.

The 6-1. 180-pounder
was true on 20 of 23
PATs and seven field
goals. including a school
record boot of 45 yards.

For his efforts, Cook
was named first-team all-
Eastern District. all-Ohio.
ali-OVAC, all-Buckeye 8.
all-Times Leader ang all-

named St. C. Special
Teams Player of the Year.
Away from football,
Cook was a member of the
honor roll and principal’s
list. attended Close Up
and was named all-OVAC
academic team. He's also
a member of the National
Honor Society, student
council and Fellowship of
Christian Athletes.
Logan, who plans on
attending Mt. Union Col-
lege. is the son of Don and

Lori Cook of St.
Clairsville.
BOBBY SPENCE

(Buckeye Local) — This
former Panther was a
standout safety for Pobol-
ish.

The 6-0. 165-pounder
picked off 11 passes as a
Junior and followed that
up with 10 more this past
season en route to being
twice named all-Qhio
first-team.

He was a versatile
offensive player. record-
ing more than 600 yards
both rushing and receiv-
ing. He scored 10 touch-
downs,

Spence was Ohio’s
Division 11 State Defen-
sive Player of the Year as
a junior., He was all-
OVAC, all-Buckeye 8. all-
Times Leader and all-Val-
ley.

yA]()ng with football,
Spence lettered in base-
ball. basketball and track,
He was also 2 member of
the National Honor Soci-
ety. FCA and SADD.

Bobby. who plans on
attending Mt. Union Col-
lege. is the son of Rob and
Darla Spence of Rayland.
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All-Star Game Not the Money-Maker You Think

Rataiczak clears air
on game expenses

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register

If you've found yourself at the
gate of the OVAC All-Star Foot-
ball game complaining about tick-
et prices and money. while believ-
ing the conference is sitling on a
cash cow. you're by no means
alone in that school of thought.

However. OVAC Executive
Secretary/Treasurer Tom
Rataiczak wants to point out
you 're dead wrong.

“It"s a frustraling misconcep-
tion.” Rataiczak said. "I ve heard
people say how the OVAC is
nothing but a money making
organization and we're in it for
the profit. Those people just don’t
fully understand.”™

As the 65th annual Rudy Mum-
ley OVAC All-Siar Charity Foot-
ball Classic quickly approaches at
Wheeling Istand Stadium, the
OVAC is bracing for what couid
be one of its costliest years in the
history of the game.

“People believe we're making a
killing off this game and up to this
point. it was always a “little’
money-making lype venture.”
Rataiczak admitted. "But, people
don’t understand what goes into
this game and this is probably the
first vear where we're looking at a
major hurt.”

Rataiczak and the OVAC are
taking out a full-page detailed ad
in this year's program. which dis-

Here is a look at the numbers.

Based on the 2009 game the revenues include:

B Tickets, $43,314.

® Program, $36,340 (advertising); $2,358
(sales).

m Ratfle, $16,195.

m Evening with the Stars Dinner, $5,117

NOT S0 FAST ...

® Security, $850.

$4.1

B Rentals, $1,880.

Room and Board (at WLU), $49,308.

m Printing (tickets/programs), $20,748.

l80ffice expenses (paper, postage, etc),
4

] E\'.rening with the Stars Banguet/Meals,

8 Souvenir clothing, $1,307.
® Sponsors, $10,990,
TOTAL INCOME: $115,622.

However, all of the money is secured before the

OVAC pays its bills.

Based on the 2009 game here are the expenditures:

m Payroll, $16,972.
w Awards/Plaques, $1,567.

sects the revenue and expendi-
tures of the game via the 2009
figures.

The big change in the economic
climate of the game has been the
room and board costs at West Lib-
erty University.

“QObviously. other things have
risen. and we expect that, but
nothing has risen with the magni-
tude of the room and board.”
Rataiczak said. “The cost of our
uniforms has been the same. our
transportation has gone up a very
little bit based on drivers. other
expenses and payroll have stayed
about the same. but the room and
board just cripples us.”

West Liberty University houses
some 350 students for four nights.
The players and coaches move in
one week from today. but the
band and cheeriecaders won't
arrive until Wednesday. July 21.

When the OVAC officials and
West Liberty met this past April
to nail down things about the
upcoming camp. it was learned
that the housing bill was going up

$6,916.

® Transportation, $2,409.
m Uniforms/Clothing, $10,923.
@ Scholarships, $7.000.

m Donations, $6,525.

again and is projected to be
between $65.000 and $70.000.
which is about a 30 percent
increase.

*“That kind of increase in one
year is enough to make you say
wow.” Rataiczak said. “The num-
bers they gave us didn’t really
sink in until we started to do the
math. There had been minimal
increases before, but nothing like
this.”

By the time the OVAC got the
figures, it was almost too late to
look into moving the camp to
another location because things
were booked at most area col-
leges.

“We probably made contaclt
with every coilege and/or univer-
sity in the area.” Rataiczak said.
“We've got a lot of kids we bring
to campus for that week and we
couldn’t change anything because
we'd already sent out acceptance
letters to the players, band mem-
bers and cheerleaders.”

Another -area Rataiczak
explained was in the television

TOTAL EXPENSES: $128,282.
TOTAL NET: -$13,661.

contract. Unlike most sporting
events. the OVAC actually pays
its broadcast media partner,
WTOV-9, to produce and broad-
cast the game.

“The OVAC is its own produc-
tion company.” Rataiczak said.

“We've got to buy the air time
t0 put the game on, and therefore
we are responsible to sell the
advertising. Our marketing pro-
gram is tied into the entire year,
so it's difficult to break out strict-
ly the revenue generated from the
game.”

In earlier years. the money gen-
crated from television was
$20.000. which is where the prof-
it of $6.339 is made.

However, that minimal profit
will be quickly erased with the
rise in housing costs, which is
why the OVAC is beginning to
look at alternatives.

“We can’t raise ticket and/or
program prices anymore. we
know that.” Rataiczak said. “We
probably can’t attract anymore
sponsors because we're fortunate

Free OVAC Youth Football Clinic set

To Kickoff the beginning of the
2010-11 "SUBWAY Sports Clinic
Series’ the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference will be hosting its sev
enth annual free youth football clinic
In conjunction with the ‘Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic™ presented by
Huntington Bank & WTOV9. The
clinic will take place the day of the
game on Sunday. July 23, at the
Wheeling island Stadium.

Registration will tuke place ai the
Stadium from noon to 12:45 p.m.
The clinic will last from 1-2:30 p.m,
and will be directed by OVAC foot-
ball coaches. including members of
coach Chris Daugherty’s Wheeling
Park High School footbali staff. Tim
Weaver and the Bethany College
Football staff will assist as well. The
instructors will teach the basic funda-
mentals of football with a focus on

building seli-esteem. The clinic is
gree?and open to bovs and girls ages

-13.

Parents or legal guardians are
required 10 have insurance and be pres-
ent the day of the clinic to sign a waiver
form. For information visit HYPER-
LINK  “http://www.OVAC.org”
www.OVAC org. email: HYPERLINK
"mailto:james@ovac.org”
j]aﬁ)n;;s@ovac.org or call (304) 639-

Along with SUBWAY the youth
clinic is sponsored by AM 1600
WEKKX. Wheeling Hospital, Bordas
& Bordas Law Firm. The Health
Plan, AT&T and the Prevent Don’t
Provide’ initiative.”

The Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference is the largest functional
high school athletic conference in the
United States. It is now comprised of
30 member schools with 12,000 ath-

letes and 21.000 students that
stretches across two states (Ohio and
West Virginia) und 18 counties. The
OVAC sponsors 19 sports and recog-
nizes 62 champions. The Ohio
Valley Athletic Conference is online
at HYPERLINK
“hitp://www.OVAC.org"
www. OVAC.org.

The annual ‘Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Charity Football Classic”
presented by Huntington Bank &
WTOV9 is slated for Sunday. July
25. at Wheeling Island Stadium with
kickoft planned for 7:15 p.m.

Beginning on July 19 tickets wili
be available at area Kroger stores.
Smitty’s Floors and other Ohio
Valley retail locations that can be
found on line at the OVAC’s official
Web  site, HYPERLINK
“http://www.OVAC.org”™
www OVAC.org

to have what we have. So. do we
eliminate band. change the date,
put bands and teams at different
colleges or what?”

Despite the Juestions to be
answered, Rataiczak insists there
will continue to be an all-star
football game hopefully with all
of the aspects the peopie of the
Ohio Valley have come to know
and love about the game. but the
committee will sit down next
month and re-evaluate the possi-
bilities and numerous others.

“There’s no doubt in my mind
the game will go on. but [ am
unsure of the direction the com-
mittee i going to take.” Rataiczak
said. “Every time we throw out a
solution, there's always a what
about this. so I am not sure how
we're going to approach it. but
we're probably going to spend a
lot of serious time trying to re-
invent the wheel. There just
comes a point where this gets to
be insane.”

Ralaiczak doesn’t foresee any
immediale announcements nor
has he set a timeiable about the
future of the game or its activities.

“We've got to explore options
and look at every single detail,”
Rataiczak said. “It’s hard to
believe there are some sporting
championships throughout the
year which-bring tn more money
than the all-star football game.”

Rataiczak couldn’t stress
enough that the OVAC is for the
kids of the Ohio Valley.

“We're not going to cheat our
students/athletes out of an experi-
ence of a lifetime.” Rataiczak
said.



By SETH STASKEY

Buckeye State are: Zac Wojciechowski

OUnio linemen pegged for OVAC game

Times Leader Sports Editor

Over the course of last decade. the battle
in the trenches has gone a long way in
determining the winner in the annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Game.

Today. Ron Pobolish — the recently
retired Buckeye Local coach who wiil
guide the Buckeye State in the July 25th
game — announces his linemen for the
conlest.

“I think we're going to be okay up
front.” Pobolish said. “We've got a lot of
guys who can go either way. so the tough-
est part for us will be determing who will
play on each side of the ball.”

Slated to open and clog holes for the

(Cambridge). Jake Mallernee (Harrison
Central). Jarod Mellinger (Beallsville).
Nate Maleski (Bridgeport), LJ. Intorre
(Beaver Local), Jamey DeVaul
(Steubenville), Jordan Burress {Martins
Ferry). Shaun Berry (Zanesvilie). Bobby
Bennett (Bellaire) and Jordan Banks
(Steubenvilie).

“We’ve got guys who are athletic and
skilled,” Pobolish said. “It’s going to come
down to finding the right combination of
guys.”

Here's a capsule look at the players:

ZAC WOJCIECHOWSKI
(Cambridge) — This former Bobcal was a
mainstay on both lines for Coach Rich
Goodrich’s team.

MELLINGER

several spots along the front line and was
named first-team all-OVAC. all-ECOL.
all-Eastern District and was an academic
all-Ohioan.

Along with football, Wojciechowski
was o standout wrestler, twice placing in
the OVAC tournument. He's also a stand-
out in the classroom and is a member of

MAL| ERNEE

BENNETT

the National Honor Society.
Zac — who is the son of Les and Beth

Wojciechowski - plans on attending

Baldwin-Wallace College.

JAKE MALLERNEE (Harrison
Centraly - This former Huskie was 2

BURRESS

See, OVAC, Page C2

The 5-ft-10. 250-pounder saw time at
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Continued from Page C1

standout on both lines at tackle for
Coach Justin Kropka’s team.

The 5-ft-11, 215-pounder recorded
100 tackles and 37 for loss and 11
sacks. He was a two-time all-Buckeye
8 performer, two-time all-OVAC and
firsi-team all-district. He was named
third-team all-Ohio this past season.

Jake - who plans on attending
Mi. Union College is the son of
Bill and Luann Mallernee.

JAROD MELLINGER
(Beallsville) This former Blue
Devil saw time along both lines and
some at fullback for Coach Dave
Caldwell’s club. .

The 6-ft, 265 pounder had 11
sacks, nine caught behind the line
tackles, 16 unassisted tackles and 87
total stops.

Mellinger was an all-conference
selection and tock part in the Battle
Against Cystic Fibrosis game earlier
this summer.

Jarod - who is the son of Steve
and Julie Mellinger plans on
attending Belmont Tech.

NATE MALESKI (Bridgeport)
— This former Bulldog was a main-
stay on a pair of playoff teams the
past two years under head coach
Rudy Vavrock.

The 6-ft-2, 270-pounder recorded
50 pancake blocks. On the defensive
side of the ball, he recorded 90 tack-
les and had eight sacks en route to
first-team all-Ohio accoloades.

Maleski first-team all-Eastern
District, all-OVAC. all-Times Leader
and first-team all-Valley. He was a
first-team all-Ohio offensive lineman
as a junior. He was also selected to
play in the Ohio North-South All-Star
Game.

Along with football, Maleski was a
standout in basketball.

Nate — who plans on attending
West Liberly University ~ is the son

of Richard and Cindy Maleski.

J.J. INTORRE (Beaver Local)
This former Beaver was a standout on
the defensive front for Coach Rich
Wright's team.

The 6-ft-1, 255-pounder recorded
50 tackles and five sacks this past
season. He had 45 tackles and three
sacks during his junior season.

Along with earning three letters,
Intorre was an all-conference first-
team pick, all-Quad County, all-dis-
trict and first-team all-East Liverpool
Review.

JI. who is the son of April and
Joseph Intorre — plans on attending
Muskingum University.

JAMEY DeVAUL (Steubenville)
— This former Big Red two-way
lineman was a standout for head
coach Reno Saccoccia.

The 6-ft-3, 220-pounder was a
three-year starter at center and won
the Calvin Jones Lineman Award and
was named a WTOV-9 Block of
Granite and also holds the Big Red
record for pin blocks. He was a first-
team all-Ohioan, all-Eastern District,
first-team all-OQVAC, all-Valley, first-
team Quad County. He also took part
in the Penn-Ohio All-Star Game.

Along with football, DeVaul was a
standout wrestler.

He was also a class officer and he
served as Key Club Vice President
during his senior year,

Jamey — who is the Vince and
Renee DeVaul - is planning on
attending Fairmont State.

JORDAN BURRESS (Martins
Ferry) — This former Purple Rider
was a two-way standout for head
coach Dave Bruney.

The 6-ft-5, 275-pounder saw time

at tight end, offensive and defensive

tackle.
For his fine season, Burress was
named all-Eastern District, all-
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OVAC, all-valley, all-Buckeye 8 and
all-Times Leader.

Jordan — who is planning on
attending Mt. Union College - is the
son of Johrn and Cindy Burress.

SHAUN BERRY (Zanesville) -
This former Blue Devil was a main-
stay center for Coach Chad
Grandstaff's team last season.

The 6-ft-2, 22 5-ounder was a first-
team all-district, first-team all-
SEOAL and all-league. He was also a
standout in baseball for the Blue
Devils.

Berry — who is the son of Chuck
and Jeannine Berry — is heading o
Marietta College.

BOBBY BENNETT (Bellaire) —
This former Big Red was a standout
on both lines for Coach Jose Davis’
team last season.

The 6-ft-5, 225-pounder was in in
31 tackles, five for loss, four fumble
recoveries and he blocked three kicks.

Bennett was also a standout in
wrestling where he earned a trip to
the Ohio State Tournament and he
played baseball.

He's also earned the distinction of
Eagle Scout.

Bobby - who is undecided about
his future plans - is the son of
Robert Bennett and Roxanne Bennett.

JORDAN BANKS (Steubenville)
— This defensive standout saw time
both as a down lineman and at line-
backer for Saccoccia’s team.

The 6-ft, 21 5-pounder played
defensive tackle and defensive end as
well.

Along with footbaill, Banks was
active in Key Club, Spanish Club and
Lift Club.

Jordan - who plans on attending
Geneva College — is the son of John
and Cathy Banks.

Staskey can  be
sashey@itmeslederoniinecon

reached at
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OVAC Hall Tix Are on Sale

Tickets for the seventh annual

Athlete):

Henry Josefczyk of

Simons.

Ohio Valley Athletic Conference
Hall of Fame Banquet. slated for
Saturday. Aug. 21 at WesBanco
Arena in Wheeling. are currently
on sale.

The banquet will honor 17 Hall of
Fame inductees as well as five
“*Legends of OVAC Schools.™

This year’s Hall of Famers include
Rick DeLuca (OVAC Family):
Frank Baxter (OVAC Contributor):
Bill Davies (Media):; John Stephen-
son and Chuck Watt (Coaches): John
**Streaky”” Haloszka (Official): Fred
Bruney of Martins Ferry (1940s

Yorkville and Don Sutherin of
Toronto (19505 Athletes); Larry
Duck of Martins Ferry and Joe
Niekro of Bridgeport (1960s Ath-
letes); Less Browne of East Liver-
pool and Mike Wright of Wellsville
(1970s Athletes); Melissa Hammond
of Shadyside and Jeff Sweitzer of
Brooke (1980s Athletes); and Joan-
na Bernabei of Weirton Madonna
and Kyle Rose of River (1990s Ath-
letes).

The **Legends’™ honorees are
Floyd Baker, Carl Hoppel. Dick
Mehen. Will Robinson and Jack

Tickets are $235 each or a table of
eight can be reserved for $200. To
purchase tickets, call the OVAC
office at (740) 671-3269 or e-mail
tom@ovac.org.

Although this year’s Hall of
Fame class has already been seiect-
ed, the OVAC Hall of Fame Com-
mittee is seeking nominations for
future consideration. To nominate
an individual, send complete biog-
raphical details to Tom Rataiczak,
OVAC Executive Secretary, 64962
Breezy Point Lane, Bellaire, OH,
43906.
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Ohio roster complete for OVAC game

By SETH 5TASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

With less than a week until the
players repori to West Liberty
University to begin preparation
for the July 25th Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Classic, Ohio head coach Ron
Pobolish compieted his roster,

Today. Pobolish announced his
linchackers. defensive backs. util-
ity player and his Kicker for the
651h annual meeting with West
Virginia scheduled for Wheeling
Island Stadium.

“We've got a bunch of skill
guys who can go both ways. so
we'll have to figure that out, but

we like what
we've assem-
bled.” Pobolish
said.  “We're
going to play all
32 kids and we
think we've got
guys who can run
to the bal and
make plays. We
like our kicking
game and we're
excited to get to camp and start
evaluating.”

Here™s a capsule look at the
players:

TYLER ARIGONI (Unton
Local) — This ball-hawking line-
backer was all over the field and

then some for Coach Mark
Cisar’s team last season.

The 5-10. 160 pounder record-
ed 182 tackles and 48 assists this
past scason en roule to being
named all-Ohio. Of his tackles.
1 34 were solo and 20 were loss.

For his fine scason. he was

named afl-OVAC. all-Buckeye 8.
all-Times Leader and all-Valley.
Tyler — who is unsure of his
future plans — is the son of
Tracy Arigont and foe Gretchen.
TYLER HARDESTY
(Cambridge) — This former
Bobcat was ‘another linebacker

who was all over the field for
Coach Rich Goodrich’s team.
The 5-10. 205 pounder record-
ed 143 tackles from his line-
backer spot. He also made an
impact from running back where
he racked up 3.938 yards and

See, OHIO, Page B2
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Continued from Page B1

scored 51 touchdowns during his prep career.

For his fine season, Hardest was named sec-
ond-team all-OVAC, first-team district, first-
team OVAC and ECOL.

Along with football, Hardesty was a standout
in baseball.

Tyler — who is unsure of his collegiale plans
— is the son of Dennis and Barb Hardesty of
Cambridge. :

CODY KAISER (Harrison Central) — This
former Huskie was a standout at middle line-
backer for Coach Justin Kropka’s team last sea-
son.

The 5-11. 180 pounder had 114 tackles and
five sacks. Of his tackles, 25 went for loss. He
had two interceptions and four fumble recover-
ies. .

Kaiser, who lettered four times, was a first-
team district, valley, Buckeye 8 and OVAC
selection. He was honorable mention all-Ohio.

Cody — who plans on attending Belmont
Technical College — is the son of Cliff and
Cindy Riedel of Scio.

DEVON PARSON (Martins Ferry) — This
former Rider was a standout on both sides of
the ball for Coach Dave Bruney’s team last sea-
son.

The 6-0, 215 pounder graded out at 182 per-
cent on defense and was a solid fuliback on the
offensive side of the ball. He scored five touch-
downs.

For his fine season, Parson received first-
team all-Eastern District, all-Buckeye 8, all-
OVAC, all-Times Leader and he received the
Sportsmanship Award during the annual Ferry-
Bellaire game.

Devon — who is the son of Andrea Parson
and the late John Parson of St. Clairsville —
plans on attending Mt. Union College.

RYLAN PYCIAK (Buckeye Local) — This
former Panther was a standout at linebacker for
Pobolish's team.

The 6-2, 230 pounder logged 116 tackles,
five sacks, four forced fumbles and recovered

four fumbles as a junior. He Tollowed that up
this past season with 149 tackles, three sacks,
five break-ups, two forced fumbles and set the
Buckeye record for tackles in his career.

For his fine season, Pyciak was a first-teain
all-district, all-OVAC, all-Buckeye 8, all-
Valley, all-Times Leader and was a standout on
the wrestling mat, winning the OVAC title and
qualifying for the Division II state meet.

Away from athletics, Pyciak boasted perfect
attendance, served as his class, student council
and National Honor Society President. He's
also a member of the OVAC Varsity Board and
attended Buckeye Boys State.

Rylan — who will attend Case Western
Reserve — is the son of Michael and Barbara
Pyciak of Harrisville.

JOSH RIGGANS (Meadowbrook) — This
former Colt was a standout ‘on both sides of the
ball for Coach Mitch Bendle during his career
in Byesville.

The 5-8, 170 pounder rushed for approxi-
mately 1,000 yards and had 400 receiving
yards en route to 10 touchdowns during his
carecr. As a defensive starter for three years, he
logged 250 tackles, :

Riggans was first-team all-district, OVAC
and ECOL en route to honorable mention all-
Ohio.

Away from athletics, Riggans is active in his
church youth group and was a member of
National Honor Society.

Josh — who is the son of Jeff and Karen
Riggins of Byesvilie — will attend Zane State
College.

JOE RINE (Buckeye Local) — This two-way
standout did a little bit of everything for
Pobolish last season.

The 6-7, 250 pounder was a guarterback and
passed for 2,094 yards during his career. He
was also a Standout at defensive end with 15
sacks and .l 07 tackles.

Joe — who is the son of Chuck and Lynn
Rine of Mingo — plans on attending Wheeling

Jesuit University. )

LOGAN COOK (St. Clairsville) — This for-
mer Red Devil was more than a weapon as a
placekicker for Coach Brett McLean’s team. .

The 6-1, 180 pounder was true on 20-0f-23
PATs and seven field goals, including a school
record boot of 45 yards.

For his efforts, Cook was named first-team
all-Eastern District, all-Ohio, all-OVAC, all-
Buckeye 8, all-Times Leader and all-Valley. He
was also named St. C. Spectal Teams Player of
the Year.

Away from football, Cook was a member of
the honor roll and principal’s list, atiended
Close Up and was named all-OVAC academic
team. He’s also a member of the National
‘Honor Society, student council and Fellowship
of Christian Athletes.

Logan — who plans on attending Mt. Union
College — is the son of Don and Lori Cook of
St. Clairsville.

BOBBY SPENCE (Buckeye Local) — This
former Panther was a standout safety for
Pobolish.

The 6-0, 165 pounder picked off 11 passes
as a junior and followed that up with 10 more
this past season en route to being twice named
all-Ohio first-team. He was a versatile offensive
player, recording more than 600 yards both
rushing and receiving. He scored 10 touch-
downs.

Spence was Ohio’s Division Il State
Defensive Player of the Year as a junior. He
was all-OVAC, all-Buckeye 8, all-Times
Leader and all-Valley.

Along with football, Spence lettered in base-
bail, basketball and track. He was also a mem
ber of the National Honor Society, FCA and
SADD.

Bobby — who plans on attending Mt. Union
College — is the son of Rob and Darla Spence
of Rayland.

Staskey can be reached
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com

al



Bruney Rounds Out Defensive Side of the Balll

W.Va. coach feels he
has good size up front

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

Tom Bruney and the West Virginia
coaching staff don’t plan on getting too
fancy on the defensive side of the ball
during the July 25 OVAC All-Star Chari-
ty Football Classic.

However. they know the first goal when
they begin preparations Sunday at West
Liberty University.

““We've got to stop the run first,”
Bruney said. ~*We know we’re going o
see more passing because of their coach-

ing staft. but it all starts with stopping the
run and being able to get some pressure
on the quarterback. We feel like we’ve got
good size up front and we've got good
people at backers and secondary.”™

Today, Bruney announced his defensive
skiil-and utility players for the 65th annu-
al Rudy Mumley OVAC Ali-Star Classic.

Here's a capsule look at the players:

LOU COMIS (Madonna): This two-
way player was a standout for Coach Bob
Kramer's team the last several years.

The 5-foot-11. 210 pounder logged 80
tackles and ran for 700 yards playing both
middle linebacker and fullback. He recov-
ered two fumbles. which was half as mény
as he forced,

For his fine seasons, he was twice
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named all-state. he was a first team All-
OVAC and All-Valley pick, a two-time
All-River Valley seiection and All-Mason
Dixon.

Along with football. Comis was the
everyday catcher on the Blue Dons’ state
title winning baseball team.

Lou, who will attend West Virginia
University, is the son of Lou and Lisa
Comis of Weirton.

ZACH HOOD (Wheeling Central):
This former Maroon Knight was a stand-
out at quarterback for Coach Mike
Young's team.

The 5-10. 165 pounder passed for 23

touchdowns and ran for an additional 10.
All told, he passed for 2.800 yards and
logged 1.300 more rushing.

- For his fine career. Hood boasts a state
title ring, he was named all-state and All-
f\/[a]ley. and was voted as a Big 22 Final-
ist.

_ Along with football, he was a standout
in basketball and was a member of two
state title-winning teams.

Zach, who is the attending West Liberty
University, is the son of Roseann Tera
mana and Lloyd Hood.

MICHAEL KOSEVIC (Brooke): This
former Bruin was a standout at linebacker
for Coach Tom Bruney’s team last season.

Please See BRUNEY, Page 24

Today’s Results:

Tomorrow’s Poll:

Tell us what you think.

Q. Is your favorite baseball team in
contention heading into the second

half of the seasan?

Register your answer at
www.theintelligencer.net
(Tng results of this poll are not scientific and represent only the
opinions of Internet users who have chosen o participate.)

0. Was George Steinbrenner good
for Major League Baseball?

Bruney

(Continned from Page 17)

The 5-10, 205 pounder recorded
136 tackles. nine sacks, 10 tackles
for loss. five fumble recoveries and
an interception.

Along with football, Kosevic was
a member of the National Honor
Society. student council. and the
principal’s honor roll.

Michael. who is heading to Fair-
mont State University. is the son of
Mike Kosevic and Sheryl Kosevic.

MICHAEL MOLINARI (Park-
ershurg South): This former Patriot
was a standout at kicker for Coach
Jon Bolen’s team.

As a senior. he was true on three
field goals with a long of 43 yards
and he booted 42 of 48 PATs
through the uprights.

He was also valuable as a receiver
and ballcarrier and defensively he
recorded six interceptions.

Molinari was a second team all-
state pick a year ago. '

Michael. who will enroll at West
Virginia University in the fall. is the
son of Serge and Cindy Molinari of
Washington.

MAX NOGAY (Madonna): This
former Blue Don had one of the most
memorable all-around sports years in
the Ohio Valley and 1t all started
with a state title in football under
Kramer.

The 5-11. 185 pounder ran for
1,107 yards on |40 attempts and 23
touchdowns. Defensively, he had 60
tackles and five interceptions.

He was a first team all-state pick.
All-OVAC. All-Valley and played in
the West Virginia' North-South
Game.

In football. Nogay won the QVAC
and West Virginia state title last sea-
son and he was a first team all-state
baseball player where he led the Blue
Dons to the Class A state title.

Max. who plans on playing base-
ball at WVU. is the son of Michael
and Robin Nogay of Weirton.

CODY SCOTT (Valley): This
former Lumberjack came through in
many regards for Coach Tom West’s
ream.

The 5-8. 180 pounder logged 137
tackles and 102 of those were solo
stops. He also had seven sacks and
four interceptions. Offensively, he
scored six touchdowns on 78 rushes.
All told. he gained 400 yards.

Scott was a firsi-team all-OVAC,
all-Mason Dixon. all-Valley and sec-
ond-team all-state punter.

Cody. who plans on attending
technical school, is the son of Rhon-
da Pigott of Reader.

KYLE SIMS (Brooke): This for-
mer Bruin was a standout on defense
for Coach Bruney's team.

Sims recorded 70 tackles as a jun-
ior and 20 of those were for a loss.

He was a captain for the Bruins,
named a WTOV-TV Player to Watch
and key returning player.

Kyle. who is unsure of his college
plans, is the son of Beth Sims and
Wayne Sims of Weirton.

STEFAN VARNER (John Mar-
shall): This former Monarch was 2
standout for Coach Dan Wilson's
team a bevy of spots last season.

The 5-10, 190 pounder recorded
139 1ackles, and 106 of those were
solo stops from his linebacker spot.
He also had 33 assists, 17 tackles for
Joss and three forced fumbles. He

also scored seven touchdowns and
had 517 yards.

Along with serving as a two-year
captain, he was twice named honor-
able mention all-state and was the
recipient of the JM Wendy's High
School Heisman,

Away from football, Varner was a
member of the National Honor Soci-
ety, FCA and he lettered twice in
haseball.

Stefan. who plans on attending
Averett University in Danville. Va.,
is the son of Scott and Suzanne Varm-

er.

GRIFFIN YOCUM (John Mar-
shall): This former Monarch was a
standout at receiver and served as the
punter for Wilson's team.

The 6-0, 175 pounder had 29
receptions for 479 yards and five
touchdowns. He landed 10 punts
inside the 20 yard line.

Yocum received the 101 percent
award and was Athiete of the Month
for Marshall County in September.

Griffin, who plans on attending
West Liberty, is the son of John and
Renae Yocum of Glen Dale.

TEVIN HALL (Cameron): This
former Dragon was a standout at
receiver for Coach Jim Rogers’ team.

The 5-9, 150 pounder was All-
Mason Dixon and he receiced: the
SSAC State Award for Exemplary
Sportsmanship.

Away from football, he was a slate
wrestling champ as a junior when he
recorded all of his victories by pin.
He placed in the OVAC three times.

Tevin, who plans on wrestling at
West Liberty University. is the son of
David and Sharon Hall of Glen East-
Oft.
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THE ANNUAL George Strager Memorial Scholarships were presented during Wednesday's Strager Evening with the
Stars dinner at the Wheeling Park White Palace. Front row, from left, are Zac Hood (Wheeling Central), Jordan Sorge
{(Wheeling Central), Alex Gompers (Wheeling Central) and Mike Young (Strager Camp Co-director}. Back row, from left,
are Logan Cook (St. Clairsville), Zac Wojchiehowski (Cambridge), Tyler Hardesty (Cambridge), Tyler Arigoni (Union
Local), Seth Callarik (St. Clairsville) and Kelly Rine (Strager Camp Co-director).

Preparation goes on

- West Virginia down another lineman; Ohio position battles ongoing

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

For the first time since reporting 1o
camp liast Sunday. the members of the
Ohio and West Virginia AN-Star teams
came off the hill from West Liberty.

Members of both teams. cheerleaders’

and Queen of Queens candidates all con-
verged on Wheeling Park’s White Palace
Wednesday evening to officially begin the
festivities surrounding the 65th annual
Rudy Mumlcy OVAC All-Star Charity
Footbal) Classic at the annual George
Strager Evening with the Stars,

“Camp is going well so far.”™ reported
Ohio head coach Ron Pobolish. who was
the recipient of two standing ovations dur-
ing the banquei. "We’ve knocked cach

other around a little bit and now it’s 4 mat-
ter of fing-tuning things and finding the
best combination of people.”

On the other side of the coin. West
Virginia head coach Tom Bruney indicat-
ed his team has taken a few hits this week.
Wheeling Central’s Jordan West has Icfl

the Mountaineer squad due to injury.
Before arriving at West Liberty University
fast Sunday. Bruney had several other
linemen opt against playing as well,

“We're concerned because we're short
on offensive linemen.” Bruney said. "We
had a lineman leave camp (Tucsday) and
he won’t be returning to the team. Coming
into camp. our offensive line is a position
we felt so strong about. but now it could
be our achiles heel.”

Both teams have been getting after it on
the praclice field. but not taking part in
much contact.

“Weve not really hit very much.”
Bruney said. "I don’t think we will either
especially now because we can’t afford to
get any guys banged up. We're down to

See, OVAC, Page B2
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Bellaire’s

Bennett is
more than
an athlete

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

A lot of athletes are mentally tough.

However, few are probably as tough
as former Bellaire High standout Bobby
Benneit.

Along with all of the normal activi-
ties and adventures which come with
being a high school senior or a recently
graduated | 8-year old young adult,
Bennett has taken on a few more.

Bennett - a former three-sport
standout for the Big Reds - is faced
with challenges a lot deeper than just
preparing for this

Sunday’s  65th
annual Rudy =
Mumiey OVAC|:
All-Star Charity

Wheeling
Stadium. :
For the Big Reds.
Bennett was a two-
way line standout
and also a talented

wrestler and baseball

player. Away from athletics. Bennett
became an Eagle Scout during the
school year.

However. the work and mental

toughness involved in athletics and
reaching the scouting pinnacle wasn’t
enough for Bennett,
Upon turning 18 in January, Bennett
officially joined the Martins Ferry
Volunteer Fire Department’s Alerts sta-
tion.

[ grew up around it.” Bennett said.
“When [ was a little kid 1 was one who
was always climbing all over the truck.
and as [ got to thinking about it 1 just
wanled o do it.”

Bennett didn't have to look far for
advice. His uncle Dave Maguire is a
member of the Alerts and helped him
get the paperwork and interview process
rolling to join.

“My uncle was a big help.” Bennett
said.

While anyone can basically apply
and join the fire department, Bennett
isn't content with that. He was slated to
begin his official training classes to
become a certified fireman this week-

See, BENNETT, Page B2
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Continued from Page B1

end.

However, he’ll obviously be in
camp for the OVAC Game, s0 he got
2 pass and will begin his quest next
week,

All 10ld, Bennett needs 36 hours
and those come in four, nine-hour
classes. He'll have to make up the
one he’s missing, meaning he'll have
to double up one weekend.

Once he completed his certifica
tion, Bennett will be allowed 10 actu-
ally go into the fire and help fight it.

Without the classes, Bennett is still
able to drive the truck, work the
pump and equipment outside the
blaze.

“l just can’t go into the fire,”
Bennett said. “There were test runs
with the truck that were like a dri-
ver’s test. They take you down nar-
fow roads and once they feel as if

® OVAC

you're capable of driving the truck
without wrecking it, you can drive.”

Bennett is also able (o drive an
emergency car, but he’s nol yet a cer-
tified EMT,

During his six-plus months on the
squad, Bennett’s been on a few calls,
but one instance reaily sticks out.

While sound asleep one morning,
Bennett heard his pager — which he
didn’t bring to OVAC camp - going
off at 4:30 a.m. He quickly Jjumped
out of bed and headed on the cail in
Colerain, but when he arrived it had
been called off.

“Those things happen,” Bennett
said. “It’s just part of il. I've been on
a couple of calls and it's tough at

first, but you’ve got to face your

fears. Your body doesn’t really want
lo go, but your mind takes over
because you know you've got to do

Continued from Page B1

29 players, so we've got to
really be careful to guard
against injury.”

Pobolish, meanwhile,
admits that the approach
would be different if this
were any other game he
was coaching.

“In this short amount of
time, we're just trying to
get them ready to play
Sunday night,” Pobolish
said. “We're getting a little
more anxious each day to
play. 1 know personally |
am getting a little more
lense because the two
teams are together all of the
lime, so you can see the
rivalry heating up again.”

As double sessions con-
tinued today on the
Hilltoppers campus, both
coached indicated that there
are still plenty of battles
going on for starting posi-
tions.

“Obviously, we’re going
to play everyone, but we’ve
gol some good battles
going on right now,”
Pobolish said. “I think we
did a great job in the selec-
tion process, and I think the
Ohio coaches did a great
job with their nominations
o give us the players.
We’re pleased and sur-
prised with how athletic all
of our players are.”

One of the highlights of
the Strager Evening with
the Stars once again was
the presentation of scholar-
ships to players who took
part in the George Strager
Memorial Football Camp in
2009 and then were chosen
for this game.

Receiving the honors
were: Logan Cook (St.
Clairsville), Seth Callarik
(St.  Clairsville), Zac
Wojciehowski
(Cambridge), Tyler
Hardesty (Cambridge) and
Tyler Arigoni (Union
Local) from Ohjo. The
West Virginia recipients
included the Wheeling
Central trio of Zac Hood.
Jordan Sorge and Alex
Gompers.

OVAC NOTES

B THE PLAYERS,
cheerleaders and
McDonald’s OVAC All-
Star Band members will ail
take part in an ice-cream
social this evening at West
Liberty. The players and
cheerleaders, meanwhile.
will come off the hill again
Friday for the Queen of
Queens pageant.

B THE ANNUAL pep
rally will be held at West
Liberty’s Russek Field on
Saturday at 6 p.m.
Admission is free and sev-
eral special awards will be
presented.

B ADVANCE tickets
for the game aré currently
on sale at several area busi-
nesses. Included are Kroger
stores in Bellaire, St.
Clairsville, Martins Ferry.
Steubenville, Wintersville,
Wheeling.  Benwood,
Moundsville, Warwood and
two in Weirton; DeFeljce
Brothers Pizza in
Shadyside; Smitty’s Floors
in Steubenville; Weber’s
Drug Store in Woodsfield.
Tickets are $7 in advance
and $10 at the gate.

i.”

Bennett said he wouldn’'t be
required to leave OVAC camp if
there was a call in Martins Ferry or
the surrounding arcas.

“They know I am up here and they
tell you it's family, work and then
fire department,” Bennett said.

Though he’s passionate about
fighting fires, Bennett wants to stick
with being a volunteer,

“L don’t want to make it a carecr.”
Bennett said. “I am going (o go into
criminal justice.”

Before he beging any classwork
for fire fighting. criminal justice or
anything else, Bennett's got some
business to take carc of, which
includes helping the Ohio side to vic-
lory this Sunday.,

Staskey can be reached ai
sstuskey@timesleaderoniine.com
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GEORGE STFIAGER EVENING WITH THE STARS

Coach Bruney,
QB Wallace are
on same page

By JIM ELLIOTT
Staff Writer

WHEELING — The chemistry
between West Virginia head coach
Tom Bruney and quarterback Cotey
. Wallace. both coming off a sensational
season at Brooke. might have actually
qualified as a rare advantage for the
Mountaineers in the 65th Annual Rudy
Mumiey OVAC All-Star Charity Foot-
ball Classic.

That is. of course. if you ignored the
idea that Ohic head coach Ron Pobol-
ish also has his quurterback from
Buckeye Local. Joe Rine. ready to lead
his offense.

Typical of Bruney. he worries only
of his own team.

**Cotey knows this offense as well
as 1 do: probably better than I do.”"
Bruney said Wednesday at the Wheel-
ing Park White Palace during the annu-
al George Strager Evening with the
Stars Dinner. “*Plus, the kid is a
leader. Absolutely 1t’s an advantage.™

Well. Ohio leads the overall series

=
s

41-22, has won 14 of the last 15,
including five straight. so forgive the
Mountaineers for trving to find some-
thing on which to lean.

“*We're the underdog.”” Bruney said,
“we know that. We know we're over-
manned. it's not hard to lcok across the
cafeteria and see what we're up
against. If we can keep it close going
into the fourth quarter we'll have a
chance.™

Wallace says it was much fhe same
way his senior season. when he led a
Brooke team that had virtually no
expectations outside the walls of its
own locker room to an unbeaten season
and a W.Va. Class AAA state runnerup
finish.

In that case. he said, it was Bruney
who made the difference.

**He's such a great motivator,”” Wal-
lace said.'"At Brooke. we didn't
always have as much talent as the other
teams but we found a way to win
games. I think we’re going to do the
same thing here.™

That was just some of the talk
Wednesday night. but just about every-
one involved with the Strager Dinner
and All-Star week will tell you this is
about more than just strategy. cheer-
leaders. and Queens of Queens.

Just ask the guys who were invited
back from the 1953-55 (151 men
playved, 96 are still living, 63 plan to

Photo by Seth Staskey

The Annual George Strager Memorial Scholarships were presented during Wednesday's Strager Evening with the
Stars dinner at the Wheeling Park White Palace. Front row, from left, are Zach Hood (Wheeling Central), Jordan
Sorge (Wheeling Central), Alex Gompers (Wheeling Central) and Mike Young (Strager Camp Co-director). Back
row, from left, are Logan Cock (St. Clairsville), Zac Wojchiehowski (Cambridge), Tyler Hardesty (Cambridge), Tyler
Arigoni {Union Local), Seth Callarik (St. Clairsville) and Kelly Rine (Strager Camp Co-director).

The Right Chemistry?

2 -J)
OVAC All-Star Game f&;

Sunday, Wheaeling Island Stadium

attend the game).

"What's going on this weekend 1s
just a game.”” OVAC Executive Sccre-
tary Tom Rataiczak said. "*What is
standing before you (pointing to the
5G-plus year guys) is what this week is
all about.

Talk to them. In the year 2060.
we'll see you here also.”

The dinner exists. in part. as a way
to continue to remember Strager, who
was a head coach at Wheeling Central,
Cambridge. and most notably a 19-
year run with St. Clairsville. Strager
passed away in 1990 but through a
football camp and scholarship pro-
gram. his memory lives in the Chio
Valley.

Scholarships in Strager’s name are
handed out o participants of the All-
Star game who also attended the
Strager camp pnor to their senior sea-
son. This year's winners were: Wheel-
ing Central’s Zach Hood. Jordan
Sorge. and Alex Gompers: Cam-
bridge’s Tyler Hardesty and Zac Woj-
ciechowski: and St. Clairsville's Seth
Collarik and Logan Cook: and Union
Local’s Tyler Hardesty.
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Post 3
Sets Up
Key Tilt

Moundsville must
beat Wheeling twice

By TRACY WATSON
For The News-Register

GLEN DALE - It may have
taken three days and five games to
get to this point but. as expected.
West Virgimia's Area One Ameri-
can Legion championship round
will come down to Wheeling Post
| and Moundsville Post 3 this
afternoon.

Malakai Anderson twirled a
three-hitter and Mason Rine
capped a 5-for-5 day with his first
home run as Post 3 scored early
and often in rolling to a convincing
16-1. seven-inning victory against
Weirton Post 10 in an elimination
game at sieamy John Marshall
High School Saturday.

With the victory Manager Bill
Burkeit's Moundsville team will
take on Wheeling Post 1 at | p.m.
today. Should Post 3 win that
game. a second game for the title
would be played a half-hour later.
Meanwhile. Post | needs just one
\{l(l.‘lory to hoist another Area One
title.

“We are still alive.”” Burkett
said. *'1 have no idea who 1 will
have available to pitch (Sunday).
but we will show up and give it all
we have.”

For Anderson it was another in a
long line of impressive pitching
performance for the former Paden
City High standout this summer.
He needed just 77 pitches to get
the job done. with 50 of those
going for strikes. Anderson also
did.not throw more than 18 pitches
in any frame. and that came in the
seventh when he also had his only
walk.

Moundsville wasted little time
getting the offense moving. putting
up two in ihe first, three in the sec-
ond. third and fifth and five more
in the sixth.

The hosts didn’t even need a hit
to get the initial two runs as Jimmy
Henderson walked and came all
the way around when Wyatt
Persinger reached on a one-out,
three-base throwing error.
Persinger later brought the second
run home on a wild pitch,

Henderson played a major part
again in the second when he
drilled a 2-2 pitch deep over the
left-field fence for a two-run
homer and a 4-0 score. Rine fol-
lowed a short time later with an
RBI single.

Magnolia graduate Davey How-
ell made it 6-0 as he blasted the
first pitch of the bottom of the
third over the right-field fence.
Henderson added a run-scoring
double and a third run crossed on a
wild pitch to push the margin to 8-
0 after three.

A Jason Troy double, a hit bat-

ter. Tim Mirandy’s single and |

Rine’s fourth base hit. and second
RBI. of the day helped run the
count to 1 1-0 heading to the sixth,

Weirton's only run came with
one out in the sixth when Austin
Pitchok bunted and reached third
on a throwing error and raced
home on the second miscue of the
play.

Post 3 put the finishing touches
on things with five in the sixth.
including Rine’s two-run bomb to
lett.

“We hit the ball (Saturday) and
didn’t make many errors.”” Burkett
added. “*And Anderson pitched
another oreat game. which he has

. coach Stuart Goldstein, assistant coach Troy Fetty, assistant coach Scott Joseph, assistant coach Frank Sisinni, trainer Amber

Rupy MUMLEY OVAC ALL-STAR CHARITY FOOTBALL CLASSIC

Photo by Seth Staskey
These young men will be representing West Virginia in tonight’s 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Classic. First row: Cotey Wallace (1), Max Nogay (3), Seth Barnhart (7), Craig Kuhar (10), Zach Hood (12), Michael Molinari
(14), manager Rocco Bruney, Second row: Marcus George 920), Hunter Ferguson (22), Stingray Bates (28), Jordan Sorge (29),
Mike Koscevic (32), Lou Comis (33), Nate Taylor (34), manager Niko Bruney. Third row: head coach Tom Bruney, T.J. Howard
(40), Stefan Varner (44), Kyle Sims (46), Mike Lough (54), Tevin Hall (58), Jordan West (60), Jake Lilly (66). Fourth row: Devin
Harrison (67), Andy Huggins (70), Rusty Byhanna (73), Christian McGaughey (78), Griffin Yocum (80), Jared Blatt (82), Alex
Gompers (85), Tyler Reed (88), Sam Robinson (93). Fifth row: assistant coach Paul Julio, assistant coach Mike Wagner, assistant

Helphenstine.
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Photo by Seth Staskey
These young men will be representing Ohio in tonight’s 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic.
First row: Brandon Nicholes (1), Marco Ricchetti (3), Dalton Smith (7), Derek-London Dierkes (10), Joe Rine (12}, Dylan Kimble
(14), Tyler Hardesty (20). Second row: Bobby Spence (21), Mickey Bednar (22}, Tyler Arigoni (28), Scott Peach (29), Seth
Callarik (32), Brandon Bartrug (33), Doren Thomas (34), Devon Parson (40). Third row: head coach Ron Pobolish, Josh Riggans
(46), manager Matthew Barsch, Jarod Mellinger (52), Nate Maleski (55), manager Ryan Gossett, Jordan Banks (56), Jamey
DeVaul (58), manager Aiden Lucey, Jake Mallernee (63), Bobby Bennett (67), manager Logan Barsch, Cody Kaiser (68). Fourth
row: J.J. Intorre (72), Zac Wojciechowski (75), Trey Wiggins (80), Rylan Pyciak (82), Wes Rataiczak (85), Michael Wayt (88),
Logan Cook (93), Jordan Burress (99). Fifth row: assistant coach Gregg Bonar, assistant coach Phil Pest, assistant coach Mark
Spigarelli, assistant coach Rodney Roe, assistant coach George Laase, assistant coach Blair Closser, assistant coach Tom O’Con-
nell, assistant coach Andy Weiss, trainer Randy Elliott, assistant coach Nate Skrzypek. .

W.Va Looks To
Snap Losing Skid

OVAC All-Star Game kicks off at 7:15 p.m.

1972: Ohio 24, West Virginia 6
(Pre-OVAC Games)

1971: No Game

1970: No Game

(OVAC-Sponsored Games)
2009: Ohio 47, West Virginia 7
2008: Ohio 31, West Virginia 7
2007; Ohio 6, West Virginia 3

By RICK THORP
Staff Writer

WHEELING — West Virginia
will look to snap Ohio’s five-game
winning streak in the Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Football Charit
Classic when the contest kicks off
for the 65th time tonight at Wheel-

ing Island Stadium.
Tha Rurleves have alen won 14

have some of his Wing-T, along
with some spread brought in by
assistant coach Gregg Bonar. Friday,
he was a little more guarded with
how much of each is In his team’s
game plan for tonight’s 7:15 p.m.
kickofg

““We tried to put the best possible
plan together that gives the fans
something to eniov:" Pobolish said.

2006: Ohio 22, West Virginia 0
2005: Ohio 35 West Virginia 6
2004: West Virginia 21, Chio 7
2003: Ohio 32, West Virginia 26
2002: Ohio 19, West Virginia 12
2001; Ohio 36, West Virginia 0

2000; Ohio 13, West Virginia 7 .

1999: Ohio 32, Wast Virginia 0

1998: Ohio 41, West Virginia 14
1997: Ohio 24, West Virginia 14
1996: Chio 43, West Virginia 21

1969: West Virginia 12, Ohio O
1968: Chio 6, West Virginia 0
1967: West Virginia 18, Ohio 0
1966: Ohio 26, West Virginia 0
1965; Ohio 22, West Virginia 0
1964: Ohio 2, West Virginia 0
1963: No Game

1962: West Virginia 12, Chic 6
1961; West Virginia 13, Chic 0
1960; Ohio 7, West Virginia &
1959: Wast Virginia 7, Ohio 6
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can Legion championship round

will come down to Wheeling Post |

1 and Moundsville Post 3 this
afternoon.

Malakai Anderson twirled a
three-hitter and Mason Rine
capped a 5-for-5 day with his first
home run as Post 3 scored early
and often in rolling to a convincing
16-1. seven-inning victory against
Weirton Post 10 in an elimination
same ai steamy John Marshall
High School Saturday.

With the victory Manager Bill
Burkett’s Moundsville team will
take on Wheeling Post 1 at 1 p.m.
today. Should Post 3 win that
game. a second game for the title
would be played a half-hour later.
Meanwhile, Post | needs just one
victory to hoist another Area One
title.

We are still alive.”” Burkett
said. **I have no idea who I will
have available to pitch (Sunday).
but we will show up and give it all
we have.™”

For Anderson it was another in a
long line of impressive pitching
performance for the former Paden
City High standout this summer.
He needed just 77 pitches to get
the job done. with 50 of those
going for strikes. Anderson also
did.not throw more than 18 pitches
in any frame. and that came in the
seventh when he also had his only
waik,

Moundsville wasted little time
getting the offense moving, putting
up two in the first, three in the sec-
ond. third and fifth and five more
in the sixth.

The hosts didn’t even need a hit
to get the initial two runs as Jimmy
Henderson walked and came all
the way around when Wyatt
Persinger reached on a one-out.
three-base throwing error.
Persinger later brought the second
run home on a wild pitch.

Henderson played a major part |

again in the second when he
drilled a 2-2 pitch deep over the
left-field fence for a two-run
homer and a 4-0 score. Rine fol-
lowed a short time later with an
RBI single.

Magnolia graduate Davey How-
ell made it 6-0 as he biasted the
first pitch of the bottom of the
third over the right-field fence.
Henderson added a run-scoring
double and a third run crossed on a
wild pitch to push the margin to 8-
0 after three.

A Jason Troy double. a hit bat-
ter, Tim Mirandy’s single and
Rine’s fourth base hit. and second
RBI. of the day helped run the
count to | 1-0) heading to the sixth.

Weirton's only run came with
one out in the sixth when Austin
Pitchok bunted and reached third
on a throwing error and raced
home on the second miscue of the
play.

Post 3 put the finishing touches
on things with five in the sixth,
including Rine’s two-run bomb 1o
left.

*"We hit the ball (Saturday) and
didn’t make many errors.”” Burkett
added. “And Anderson pitched
another great game. which he has
been doing. He pitches quick and
is always around the strike zone.

“*Now we just have to come
back (Sunday) and see what we
can do. I really believe that if we
can hit the ball like we have the
tast couple of days we will be
alright.™

While Rine singled four times
and homered. Mirandy chipped in
with two singles and a double for
the winners. Henderson, who has
turned into a very efficient leadoff
hitter for Post 3. reached base in 4
of 5 at-bats and scored four runs.

Of Weirton's three hits in the
game. two of the runners were
erased on the bases via double
plays. Moundsville also committed
just the two errors. on the same
play in the game after having eight
in a victory against Wellsburg on
Friday. g
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Photo by Seth Staskey
These young men will be representing West Virginia in tonight’s 65th annual Rudy Mumley QVAC All-Star Charity Football
Classic. First row: Cotey Wallace (1), Max Nogay (3}, Seth Barnhart (7), Craig Kuhar (10), Zach Hood (12), Michael Molinari
(14), manager Rocco Bruney, Second row: Marcus George 920), Hunter Ferguson (22), Stingray Bates (28), Jordan Sorge (29),
Mike Koscevic (32), Lou Comis (33), Nate Taylor (34), manager Niko Bruney. Third row: head coach Tom Bruney, T.J. Howard
(40), Stefan Varner (44), Kyle Sims (46}, Mike Lough (54), Tevin Hall (58), Jordan West (60), Jake Lilly (66). Fourth row: Devin
Harrison (67), Andy Huggins (70), Rusty Byhanna (73), Christian McGaughey (78), Griffin Yocum (80), Jared Blatt (82), Alex
Gompers (85), Tyler Reed (88), Sam Robinson (93). Fifth row: assistant coach Paul Julio, assistant coach Mike Wagner, assistant
coach Stuart Goldstein, assistant coach Troy Fetty, assistant coach Scott Joseph, assistant coach Frank Sisinni, trainer Amber
Helphenstine.
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Photo by Seth Staskey
These young men will be representing Ohio in tonight’s 65th annual Rudy Mumley QOVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic.
First row: Brandon Nicholes (1), Marco Ricchetti (3}, Dalton Smith (7), Derek-London Dierkes (10), Joe Rine (12}, Dylan Kimble
{(14), Tyler Hardesty (20). Second row: Bobby Spence (21), Mickey Bednar (22), Tyler Arigoni (28), Scott Peach (29), Seth
Catlarik (32), Brandon Bartrug (33), Doren Thomas (34), Devon Parson (40). Third row: head coach Ron Pobolish, Josh Riggans
(46), manager Matthew Barsch, Jarod Mellinger (52), Nate Maleski (55), manager Ryan Gossett, Jordan Banks (56), Jamey
DeVaul (58), manager Aiden Lucey, Jake Mallernee (63), Bobby Bennett (67), manager Logan Barsch, Cody Kaiser (68). Fourth
row: J.J. Intorre (72), Zac Wojciechowski (75), Trey Wiggins (80), Rylan Pyciak (82), Wes Rataiczak (85), Michael Wayt (88),
Logan Cook (93), Jordan Burress (99). Fifth row: assistant coach Gregg Bonar, assistant coach Phil Pest, assistant coach Mark
Spigarelli, assistant coach Rodney Roe, assistant coach George Laase, assistant coach Blair Closser, assistant coach Tom 0’Con-

nell, assistant coach Andy Weiss, trainer Randy Elliott, assistant coach Nate Skrzypek.

W.Va Looks To Through |
Snap Losing Skid Yo -
p g 1972: Ohio 24, West Virginia 6
. 2009: Ohio 47, Wesl Virginia 7 {Pre-OVAC Games) |
OVAC All-Star Game kicks off at 7:15 P.IM. | 2008: Onio 31, West Virginia 7 1971: No Game !
2007: Ohio 6, West Virginia 3 1970; No Game i
By RICK THORP have some of his Wing-T. along | 2006: Ohio 22, West Virginia ¢ 1969; West Virginia 12, Ohio 0 |
Staff Writer  with some spread brought in by | 2005: Ohio 35 West Virginia 6 1968: Ohio 6, West Virginia 0 .
WHEELING — West Virginia assistant coach Gregg Bonar. Friday. ggg;ﬁ g:m:;l;g\ﬂiaf\}' Ohio ge ]gggr gﬁst;\;grgxla:& Ohmg
will look to snap Ohio’s five-game he was a little more guarded with 1 Ohio 32, Wesl Virginia : Ohio 26, West virginia |
winning streak in the Rudy Mumley how much of each is gm his team’s | 200 8:?0 Sl 12 1 ona gzwwetsby“?‘.’“%o |
OVAC Ali-Star Football Charity game plan for tonight’s 7:15 p.m. T O :
Classic when the contest kicks off kickoff - 2000: Otio 13, West Virginia 7 . 1963: Mo Game
¥ . Ny : Aire . 1999: Ohio 32, West Virginia 0 1962:; West Virginia 12, Ohio & |
for the 65th time tonight at Wheel- We tried to put the best possible | 19g8: Onio 41, West Virginia 14 1961: West Virginia 13, Ohio 0 :
ing Island Stadium. plan together that gives the fans | 1997: Ohio 24, West Virginia 14 1960: Ohio 7, West Virginia 6 '
The Buckeyes have also won 14  something to enjoy.”” Pobolish said. | 1996: Ohio 43, West Virginia 21 1959: West Virginia 7, Ohic 6
of the last 15 games in the series. ‘‘We’ll hopefully come away with a | 1995: Ohio 21, West Virginia 0 1958: Ohio 25, West Virginia 0
with the lone West Virginia triumph  victory.” 1994: West Virginia 19, Ohio 14 1957: Ohio 14, West Virginia 13 !
coming in 2004, a 21-7 Moun-  And while Ohio is favored by | 1993:West Virginia 34. Ohio 32 1956: Ohio 27, West Virginia 0 i
taineers victory. many, Pobolish knows not to listen :ggfi gg.gaafge x\’aif\"‘?g_)n.ae :ggii vovtgtﬂ;gﬁ?:ag"g:;ggc ]
Again, West Virginia is the pro- too much to the pundits, having Sl L L Yol : IrGINGatS, -
hibitive underdog. And that's OK coached on the West Virginia side a 13:3; evz;"ﬁ;gﬁ?:;‘é"gms ‘1) f :ggg; g’;z‘z\grgwéz;’\}?ghﬁ: - !
with Mountaineers coach Tom few times. vy Ik 1988: Ohio 13, West Virginia 7 1951: Ohio 13, West Virginia 6
Bruney. who was on the winning Those kids aren’t going (10 | 1987. Onig 13, West Virginia 11 1950: Ohio 14, West Virginia 0
Ohio squad in 1981. Wheeling Island Stadium) thinking | 19g6: Onio 14, West Virginia 6 1949: West Virginia 6, Ohio 0
~“We've seen them in the cafete- they’re going to lose the football | 1985: West Virginia 28, Ohio 26 1948: Ohio 20, West Virginia 7
ria this week.”” he said. *"They have game.”” Pobolish said. *“They have a | 1984: Ohio 22, West Virginia 6 1947: West Virginia 13, Ohio 7
more depth, more size. and more lot of winners over there.™ 1983: Chic 26, West Virginia 16 1946: Ohio 26, West Virginia 7
speed. Leading the offensive charge for | 1982: West Virginia 7, Ohio & 1945: No Game
“*No one’s picked us to win this the Mountaineers will be Brooke's | 1981:Ohio 17, West Virginia 14 1944: No Game
game since February. Ohio is filled Cotey Wallace. who helped guide 1980: Ohio 10, West Virginia 7 1943: No Game )
With talent and skill. We have a Bruney’s squad to the Super Six fast | 1979: Ohio 47, West Virginia 13 1942: West Virginia 7, Ohio 0
i T . 1978; Ohio 21, West Virginia 13 1941: Wast Virginia 7, Ohio 0
good feeling they will pass to set up December. 1977. West Virgini . : hanle .
. . e : West Virginia 21, Ohio 0 1940: West Virginia 13, Ohio 7
the run,and they have the people to0 Wallace. who knows Bruney's | jaze iony Virginia 33, Ohio 20
COIy __ offense. the coach says. better than | 1975: west Virginia 8, Ohio0 | NOTE: Ohio feads the OVAC-
Ohio coach Ron Pobolish said 1974: West Virginia 13, Ohic 6 sponsored series 26-11-1 and
earlier this week his offense would See, OVAC, Page B2 1973: West Virginia 38, Ohio 20 the pre-OVAC series 15-11.
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Tomorrow's Poll:

0. Are you attending the Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity

Footbal! Classic?

Tell us what you think.
Register your answer at www.news-register.net
(The results of 1nis poll are not scientific and represent only the
opinions of Internet users who have thosen to participate.)

Today'’s Resuits:
Q. Do you think the Pirates can
play .500 ball the second half of the

&
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Members of the West Virginia coaching staff include, bottom from left, Mike
Wagner, Tom Bruney, Frank Sisinni; back from left, Stuart Goldstein, Troy
Fetty, trainer Amber Helphenstine, Scott Joseph and Paul Julio.

Pheto by Rick Thorp

Ohio C oaéhes

Rodney Roe.

R o ST T ot i

Members of the Ohio coaching staff include, bottom from left, Tom O’Connell,
George Laase, Ron Pobolish, Blair Closser, Mark Spigarelli; top from left,
trainer Randy Elliott, Gregg Bonar, Phil Pest, Nate Skrzypek, Andy Weiss and

Photo by Rick Thorp

OVAC -

Continued from page Bl

him, will get most of the
snaps. Wheeling Central’s
Zach Hood and Oak Glen's
Seth Bamhart could aiso get
some snaps. but Barnhart
will see most of his action on
the defensive line.

“‘We struggled all the way
up until Wednesday.”

Bruney said of his offensive
unit. *'I think the light bulb

went on Thursday. And then
(Friday) you could see more
improvement.””

In the backfield. Tyler
Consolidated’s Nate Taylor.
Wheeling Park’s Marcus
George. Parkersburg South’s
Hunter Ferguson, Wheeling
Central’s Jordan Sorge. and
Magnelia’s Stingray Bates
will get most of the carries.

The West Virginia offen-
sive line is anchored by the
player that opened many a
hole for Bates in New Mar-
tinsville the past four years
— center Andy Huggins.

“*Boy. is he something
else,”” Bruney said. **He told
me he’s not going to play
football in college. I think
that’s a shame because he's

a talented young man.

““We., as a staff, have
coached a lot of centers the
past 25 years and he may be
the best one I've ever seen.”™”

The left side of the line is

' If You Havent

@E} Tried Our Wings, strong. as well. with West
¥ Virginia all-stater Jake Lilly
You Don't Know F of BR(/)Iol:'ie. along »Eilh Weir-
2 ton Madonna’s Christian
What You're HISSIII!II f»‘ ] McGaughey.

On the right side. the
Mountaineers will have
Wheeling Park’s Rusty
Byhanna and Mike Lough.

1001 Washington Pike « Wel

304-737-0188

The Ohio Valley is known for many things, but none shine brighter
than our love of sports and the individuals who made the games stand
out. “Game Day Remembered”, gives you the opportunity to submit a

photo of those distinctive moments that will become part of this
dynamic pictorial. This special hard back book with dust cover will be
a keepsake for years to come.

“Game Day Remembered” will be available by November 1, 2010
and will make a great Christmas Gift.

L Frbm Little League,
gt High School to College,
¢~our memories are filled

' with those'times when
-life seemed.alittle
 easier and.ouroly -
worry was that next'big
game. We hope you will
consider sharing those
=% times with us and
our readers.

This edition will bring pleasant memories of numerous

& Pictured is the 1916 Shadyside
- i Girls Basketball Team.

along with John Marshall’s
Devin Harrison.

Bruney said everyone
that’s listed as a receiver on
the West Virginia roster will
see time. That list includes
Linsly’s Craig Kuhar. Park-
ershurg South’s Michael
Molinari. Cameron’s Tevin
Hall, Wheeling Central’s
Alex Gompers. Ozk Glen's
Tyler Reed.

Molinari will also **quar-
terback™™ West Virginia's
defense from his free safety
slot.

“Our goal coming in this
week was we are going o
have to play
defense,”” Bruney said. cit-
ing Ohio’s 47-point outburst
last July.

“We feel like we put our
11 best players on defense.
They picked up the scheme
early in the week.™

Weirton Madonna’s Max
Nogay will join Molinart in
the defensive backfield.

Brooke's Mike Koscevic
and Kyle Sims will play
linebacker, along with John
Marshall's Stefan Varner.

Players to lock for onthe
defensive line include
Madonna’s Lou Comis. John
Marshall’s Sam Robinson
and Barnhart.

Wesl Virginia entered

camp down a few players |

and lost another one this
week in Wheeling Central
linernan Jordan West.

Ohio, meanwhile. lost
Steuwbenville Catholic’s
Mickey Bednar early in
camp and then lost Beaver
Local lineman J.J. Intorre
later in the week.

“We have some Kids with
some minor bumps and
bruises. but we'll be fine.™”
Pobolish. coaching in his
sixth OVAC all-star game.
said.

The Buckeyes™ offense.
oo, struggled at times late
camp. But Pobolish is confi-
dent things will be ready
tonight.

We will use two gquarter-
backs.”” he said. “*Dierkes
(of Monroe Central) will be
first and then (Dalton) Smith
(of Barnesville) will be
next.”

Names to look for in the
backfield include Martins
Ferry’s Devon Parson. Indi-
an Creek’s Doren Thomas.
Buckeye Local’s Brandon
Barntrug, Edison’s Scott
Peach, and Cambridge’s
Tyler Hardesty.

We'll have a running
back by committec.”” Pobol-
tsh said.

Receivers for the Buck-
eyes include Union Local’s
Brandon Nicholes. Shenan-
doah’s Wes Rataiczak and
Steubenville's Trey Wig-
gins.

Along the offensive

~a e ™o ™.

line.

strong |

play inside linebacker., with a
four-player rotation at out-
side linebacker that includes
Meadowbrock's Josh Rig-

with [ndian Creek’s Michael
Wayt, Shadyside’s Dylan
Kimble and Nicholes.

“*We think we have the

gans. Union Local's Tyler - makings of a very good

Arigoni. Rataiczak and Mar-
tins Ferry's Marco Ricchetti.

Ricchetti will also see
time in the secondary. along

defense.’” Pobolish said.
cautioning the unit has been
together for just a week.
*On paper. it looks good.™”

HEAD COACH
| Ron Pobolish, Buckeye Local

Assistant Coaches

Gregg Bonar, Blair Closser, George Laase, Tom O'Connell,
Phil Pest, Nate Skrzypek, Mark Spigarelli, Andy Weiss
EEm
Players
No Name Ht wt Pos School
1 Brandon Nicholes 5-11 160 WR/DB  Union Local
3 Marco Ricchetti  6-3 190 QB/DB  Marting Ferry
7 Dalton Smith 6-3 180 QB/DB Barnesville
10 D. Dierkes 6-3 185 QOBMonroe Central
12 Joe Rine  6-7 250 QB/DE Buckeye Local
14 Dylan Kimble 5-11 170 QB/DB Shadyside
20 Tyler Hardesty 5-10 205 RB/LB  Cambridge
21 Bobby Spence  6-0 165  S/WH Buckeye Local
22 Mickey Bednar  6-0 185 RB/DBSteub. Catholic’
28 Tyler Arigoni  5-10 160 LB  Union Local
i 29 Scott Peach 5-10 165 RB/DB Edison
32 Seth Callartk 5-11 155 DBMWR St Clairsville
33 Brandon Bartrug  5-7 160 FB/L.B Buckeye Local
4 Doren Thomas 5-10 180 RB/OL Indian Creek
40 Devon Parson 60 215 LB/FB Manins Ferry
46 Josh Riggans 5-8 170 RB/LB Meadowbrook
52 Jarod Mellinger 60 265 OULDL Beallsville
55 Nate Maleski 6-2 270 OL Bridgeport
| 56 Jordan Banks  6-0 215 DT/B Steubenville
58 Jamey DeVaul 63 220 C/DL  Steubenville
63  Jake Mallemee 5-11 215 OULB Harrison
67 Bobby Bennett 65 225 LT/DE Bellaire
68 Cody Kaiser 5-11 180 LB Harrison
72 JoJ Intorre 61 255 OQUDL Beaver Local
75 Zac Wojciechowski 5-10 250 OLUDL  Cambridge
80 Trey Wiggins 5-10 170 WR/DB  Steubenville
a8z Rylan Pyciak 6-2 230 OULB Buckeye Local
85 Wes Rataiczak 6-3 215 WR/RB Shenandoah
88 Michael Wayt 59 155 WR/S Indian Creek
| 93 Logan Cook  6-1 180 K 31 Clairsville
| 99  JordanBurress  6-5 275 OL/DL Martins Ferry
S

Tom Bruney. Brocke

Sisinni, Mike Wagner

West

Virginia

HEAD COACH

Assistant Coaches
Troy Fetty, Stuart Goldstein, Scott Joseph, Paul Julio, Frank

EEm

Players :
No Name Ht wt Pos School
1 Cotey Wallace  6-1 180 QB/DB Brocke
3 Max Nogay 5-11 185 S Madonna
7 Seth Barnhart  6-3 215 QB/LB Qak Glen
10 Craig Kuhar  6-2 180 WR Linsly
12 Zach Hood  5-10 165 QB Whg Central
14 Michael Mclinari  8-2 180  WR/K Park. South
20  Marcus George 5-10 165 RB/DB  Whg Park
22  Hunter Ferguson 6-0 230 FB Park. South
28 Stingray Bates  5-8 181 RB/S  Magnolia
29 Jordan Sorge  5-11 170  RB/DE Whg Cenitral
32 Mike Koscevic 5-10 205 LB Brooke
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him, will get most of the
snaps. Wheeling Central’s
Zach Hood and Oak Glen’s
Seth Barnhart could also get
some snaps. but Barnhart
will see most of his action on
the defensive line.

“*We struggled all the way
up until Wednesday.™
Bruney said of his offensive
unit. [ think the light bulb

I You Haven't

Tried Our Wings,
You Don't Know

went on Thursday. And then
(Friday) you could see more
improvement.””

In the backfield. Tyler
Consolidated’s Nate Taylor,
Wheeling Park’s Marcus
George. Parkersburg South’s
Hunter Ferguson, Wheeling
Central’s Jordan Sorge. and
Magnolia's Stingray Bates
will get most of the carries.

1001 Washington F‘i.-f:a oW
' 304-737-0188

The West Viiginia offen-
sive line is anchored by the
player that opened many a
hole for Bates in New Mar-
tinsville the past four years
— center Andy Huggins,

"*Boy. is he something
else.”” Bruney said. “*He told
me he’s notl going to play
football in college. 1 think
that’s a shame because he’s
a talented young mas.

“"We. as a staff, have
coached a lot of centers the
past 25 years and he may be
the best one 1've ever seen.”

The left side of the line is
strong. as well, with West
Virginia ali-stater Juke Lilly
of Brooke. along with Weir-
ton Madonna’'s Christian
McGaughey.

On the right side. the
Mountaineers will have
Wheeling Park’s Rusty
Byhanna and Mike Lough.

NAME

sporting even

The Ohio Valley is known for many things, but none shine brighter
than our love of sports and the individuals who made the games stand
out. “Game Day Remembered”, gives you the opportunity to submit a

photo of those distinctive moments that will become part of this
dynamic pictorial. This special hard back book with dust cover will be
a keepsake for years to come.

“Game Day Remembered” will be available by November 1, 2010
and will make a great Christmas Gift.

This edition will bring pleasant memories of numerous
ts that have gone by.

ey

If you have any photos that you would like to submit to be in
“Game Day Remembered”, please fill out the coupon below and mail to
Wheeling Newspapers, Inc. c/o “Game Day Remembered”,

1500 Main Street, Wheeling, WV 26003 « 304-233-0100
DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTING PHOTOS & STORES: AUGUST 17 BY 3.00PM
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W | Pictured is the 1916 Shadyside
Girls Basketball Team.

From Little League,
High School to College,
our memories are filled
with those times when

life seemed a little
easier and our only
worry was that next big
game. We hope you will
consider sharing those
times with us and
our readers.

ADDRESS

cITy

STATE

ZIP

PHONE

STORY TO GO ALONG WITH PHOTO:

Forddginadinsdanndasmdadidaidaan

Photos will be returned if a self-addressed stamped envelope is.included.
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along with John Marshall’s
Devin Harrison.

Bruney said everyone
that’s listed as a receiver on
the West Virginia roster will
see time. That list includes
Linsty's Craig Kuhar, Park
ersburg South’s Michael
Molinari. Cameron’s Tevin
Hall. Wheeling Central’s
Alex Gompers. Oak Glen's
Tyler Reed.

Molinar will also “quar-
terback’ West Virginia's
defense from his free safety
slot.

**Our goal coming 1n this
weck was we are going to
have to play strong
defense.”” Bruney said. cit-
ing Ohio’s 47-point outburst
last July.

“We feel like we put our
11 best players on defense.
They picked up the scheme
early in the week.™

Weirton Madonna’s Max
Nogay will join Molinari in
the defensive backfield.

Brooke's Mike Koscevic
and Kyle Sims wili play
linebacker, along with john
Marshall's Stefan Vamer.

Players to look for on'the
defensive line include
Madonna’s Lou Comis, John
Marshall’s Sam Robinson
and Bamhart.

West Virginta entered
camp down a few players
and lost another one this
week in Wheeling Central
lineman Jordan West.

Ohio. meanwhile. lost
Steubenviile Catholic’s
Mickey Bednar ecarly in
camp and then lost Beaver
Local lineman J.J. Intorre
later in the week.

“We have some Kids with
some minor bumps and
bruises. but we'll be fine.””
Pobalish. coaching in his
sixth OVAC all-star game.
said.

The Buckeyes® offense,
100, struggled at times late
camp. But Pobolish is confi-
dent things will be ready
tonight.

We will use two quarter-
backs.”” he said. " Dierkes
iof Monroe Central) will be
{trst and then (Dalton) Smith
{of Barnesville) will be
next.”

Names 10 look for in the
backficld include Martins
Ferry's [Devon Parson. Indi-
an Creek’s Dorer Thomas,
Buckeye Local’s Brandon
Barirug. LEdison’s Scoti
Peach. and Cambridge’s
Tyler Hardesty.

*We'll have a running
back by committee.” Pobol-
ish said,

Receivers for the Buck-
eyes include Union Local's
Brandon Nicholes, Shenan-
doah’s Wes Rataiczak and
Steubenvilte's Trey Wig-
gins.

Along the offcensive line.
Bellaire’s Bobby Bennett
and Martins Ferry's Jordan
Burress will play tackle.
Bridgeport all-stater Nate
Maleski and Cambridge’s
Zac Wojcicchowski will
play cuard. and
Steubenville’s Jamey
DeVaul will be at center.

Pobolish will have two of
his former players at defen-
sive ends ~ Joe Rine and
Rylan Pyciak.

DeVaul will see time at
defensive tackle with Harri-
son  Central’s  Jake

Mallernec.
Steubenville’s Jordan
Banks and Hardesty will

MOUNTAIN RESORT

play inside linebacker. with a
four-player rotation at out-
side linebacker that includes
Meadowbrook’s Josh Rig-

gans. Union Local’s Tyler-

Arizoni, Rataiczak and Mar-
tins Ferry's Marco Ricchetti.

Ricchettt will also see
time in the secondary. along

with Indian Creek’s Michael
Wayt. Shadyside’s Dylan
Kimble and Nicholes.

“*We think we have the
makings of a very good
defense.”” Pobolish said.
cautioning the unit has been
together for just a week.
On paper. it looks good.™

Ran Pobolish, Buckeye Local

HEAD COACH

Assistant Coaches
Gregg Bonar, Blair Closser, Gearge Laase, Tom O'Connell,
Phil Pest. Nate Skrzypek, Mark Spigarelli, Andy Weiss

sss
Players

No Name Ht Wt Pos School

1 Brandon Nicholes  5-11 160 WR/DB  Union Local
3 Marco Ricchetti  6-3 190 QB/DB Marting Ferry
7 Dalton Smith 6-3 180 QB/DB Barnesville
10 D. Dierkes 6-3 195 QBMonroe Central
12 Joe Rine 6-7 250 (QB/DE Buckeye Local
14 Dylan Kimble 5-11 170 QB/DB Shadyside
20 Tyler Hardesty 5-10 205 RB/LB  Cambridge
21 Bobby Spence 60 165  SAVR Buckeye Local
22 Mickey Bednar 6-0 185 RB/DBSteub. Catholic’
28 Tyler Angoni  5-10 160 LB  Union Local
29 Scott Peach 5-10 165 RB/DB Edison
32 Seth Callarik  5-11 155 DBMWR St Clairsville

| 33 Brandon Bartrug 5.7 160 FB/LB Buckeye Local
34 Doren Thomas 5-10 180 RB/OL indian Creek

| 40 Devon Parson  6-0 215 LB/FB Marting Ferry
46 Josh Riggans  5-8 170 RB/LB Meadowbrook
52  Jarod Mellinger 60 265 OLODL Beallsville
55 Nate Maleski 6-2 270 oL Bridgeport
56 Jordan Banks  6-0 215 DT/LB Steubenville
58 Jamey Devaul 6-3 220 C/DL  Steubenville
63 Jake Mallernee  5-11 215 OULB Harrison
67 Bobby Bennett 65 225 LT/DE Bellaire
68 Cody Kaiser  5-11 180 LB Harrison
72 JuJ Intorre 6-1 255 OULDL Beaver Local
75 Zac Wojciechowski  5-10 250 ©QL/OL  Cambridge
80 Trey Wiggine 5-10 170 WR/DB  Steubenville
82 Rylan Pyciak B-2 230 OLLB Buckeye Local
85 Wes Rataiczak -3 215 WR/RB Shenandoah
a8 Michae! Wayt 5.9 155 WR/S Indian Creek
93 Logan Cook  6-1 180 K St Clairsville

| 99 JordanBurress 6-5 275 OUDL Martins Ferry

Tom Bruney, Brooke

Sisinni, Mike Wagner

Virginia

HEAD COACH

Assistant Coaches
Troy Fetty, Stuart Goldstein, Scott Joseph, Paul Julio, Frank

ass
Players
No Name Ht wt Pos School
1 Cotey Wallace  6-1 180 QB/DB Brooke
3 Max Nogay 5-11 185 § Madonna
7 Seth Barnhart  6-3 215 QBB Oak Glen
10 Craig Kuhar  6-2 180 WR Linsly
12 Zach Hood 5-10 165 QB Whg Central
14 Michael Molinan~ 6-2 180 WR/K Park. South
20  Marcus George 5-10 185 RB/DB  Whg Park
22 Hunter Ferguson  6-0 230 FB Park. South
28 Stingray Bates  5-8 181 RB/S  Magnolia
29 Jor¢an Sorge  5-11 170  RB/DE Whg Central
3z Mike Koscevic 5-10 205 LB Brooke
33 Lou Comis 5-11 ~ 210 LB/FB  Madonna
34 Nate Taylor 5-8 175 RB Tyler Cons.
40 T.J. Howard 59 165 RB/SS Weir
44 Stefan Vamer  6-1 190 LB/RB . Marshali
46 Kyle Sims  5-11 200 OL/DL Brooke
54 Mike Lough  6-4 220 OWLDL Whg Park
58 Tevin Halt  5-9 150 WR/DB  Cameron
60 Jordan West  5-11 280 DL/OL Whg Central
66 Jake Lilly 6-3 280 OULDL Brooke
67 Devin Harrison ~ 6-3 270 OULDL J.Marshail
70 Andy Huggins  6-4 235 OLDL  Magnolia
73 Rusty Byhanna  6-0 260 OLDL Whg Park
78Christian McGaughey 6-3 315 OuDl  Madonna
80 Griffin Yocum  6-0 175 WR/P  J.Marshall
82 Jared Blatt  6-5 220 TEMDL  Magnolia
85 Alex Gompers 5-10 170 WR Whg Central
88 Tyler Reed 6-3 170 WR/DB  Oak Glen
93 Sam Robinson  6-5 225 DEMWR J. Marshall

Golf

Overnight Jodging packages starting at 105!

A round o

E noles with cart privileges foliowsd by 2
i#xing ovarnight stay and a breakfast buttet.
Pnie per person, based on deuble actupancy.

800-452-2223

. 7springs.com
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Ohio captains
set to lead
Buckeyes

- Banks, Cook, Pyciak, Spence
voted by tearmmates to lead

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

If the honor of being selected to play in tonight’s 65th
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Classic
wasn't already enough. four Ohio players learned late
Thursday they d been given another honor.

St. Clairsville's Logan Cook. Steubenville's jordan
Banks and Buckeye Local’s Bobby Spence and Rylan
Pyciak were voted, by their team-
mates. as team captains for tonight’s
game at Wheeling Island Stadium
which s slated for a 7:15 p.m. Kick-
ot

"We've got a bunch of good kids fee
on this team and 1 would have been B
happy with whomever the kids select- §
ed.” Pobolish said. “This is their team
and | think they made some fine
selections of young men who will lead
us well.”

Cook 1s one of the rare placekick
ers 10 be voted as a team captain in
this all-star game. However. accord-
ing to the coaching staff. he’s con
stantly involved in drills and cheering
on his teammates, which obviously
rubbed off.

“This is just a great honor knowing
that I've earned the respect of my
teammates in less than a week.” Cook
said. "I hope I can lead them right.”

ook admits he’s not the most
vocal guy. but he’s worked hard since
arriving at West Liberty University
Sunday.

“I"ve been positive throughout the
week and made friends with every
guy on the team.” Cock said. 1 was
really surprised because I am just a
kicker. but it comes down to character
and I guess the guys noticed me. I am §
very humbled.” ;

The former Red Devil spent some
time in the lunch room Friday talking
to West Virginia head coach Tom
Bruney about kicking and how
Bruney kicked a game-winner for the
Ohio side in 1981.

*Honestly. 1 hope we're crushing
them and I get a chance at some long
shots.” Cook admitted. ~If [ get the
chance. iU's a kicker's dream 10 get a
chance at the long ball.”

Pyciak has also been a standout
during the week much like he was in
both football and wrestling at
Buckeye Local.

Along with learning he'd be start-
ing at a defensive end. Pyciak was
truly honored to be picked by his
teammales.

I can't wait to lead this team into SPENCE
hattle.” Pyciak said. “There aren’t
words to explain it. To be chosen as one of the four from
all of these guys is just an honor more than anything.”

Knowing that his teammates and not his former coach-
es at Buckeve Local made the selection makes it even
sweeter for the future Baldwin-Watlace athlete.

“I don’t look at myself as a very vocal and outstanding
person. but 1 just try to lead by example,” Pyciak said. It
makes me feel great that people followed my example. |
was captain at Buckeye. but here everyone was a leader
on their leam.”

Banks came to OVAC camp with the same mentality
which was instilled on him at Big Red by head coach
Reno Saccoccia and his teammates noticed.

Banks will be one of the Ohio defensive starters
tonight and he s spent much of the week practicing as if it
was already Sunday. of which many Ohio players served
notice.

~I was taught to do that at Steubenviile Big Red.”
Banks admitted. “We're always 110 percent and Coach
Saccoccia wouldn't have it any other way. but having the
ability to lead is something inside of you and | guess 1
showed that this week.”

It's been quite a week for Spence. He's been ques-
tioned about his ankle. Pobolish’s last go-around and now
he's a captain for the Buckeyes after a prep season in
which he did basically everything but sell popcorn for the

: Panthers.

~It’s really special to be a captain because of the rela-
tionships we ve built here this week.” Spence said. "I
know I am going to love playing with these guys because
I aiready love practicing with them. I hope 1 can fulfili all
of the team’s needs as a captain and plan on doing the
best I can.™

Spence never once went through a drill or practice
expecting he’d be voled a captain.

“1 am definitely happy to be one.” Spence said. I
don’t know if being a captain creates anymore pressure,

vnnt ta haln e tasmmatac ant a lot
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PICTURED IS the
2010 Chio OVAC
All-Star Cheering
Squad. Front row,
from left, are
- Shelby Bartrug
| (Buckeye Local},
- |Leandra Winland

{Meadowbrook),
Morgan Pryor
-4 (Barnesville) and
i Marissa Lagon

B (Bridgeport).
i Standing, from
jee left, are Alisha
8 Ensell
i (Steubenville),
M Jalynn Keyser
i {Bellaire), Bailey
fl Sickles
{Steubenville
4 Central), Emily

Tennant (St.

PICTURED IS
the 2010 West
Virginia OVAC
All-Star Cheering
Squad. Front row,
from left, are
Cierra Huntsman
(Wheeling Park},
Megan Curtis
(Linsly), Morgan
Dawson
(Magnolia) and
Anjelica Trinone
{Oak Glen).
Second row, from

{Paden City),
Rebecca Blair

{ (Magnolia) and
Linden Nelson
(Linsly). Absent
was Amanda
Tallman {(Paden
4 City).
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OVAC Youth OLYMPIC ALL NEW
camp today at -\ V] e i

Island Stadium

All of the future OVAC
All-Stars will have a
chance to hone their skills
this afternoon at Wheeling
Island Stadium.

In conjunction with the
65th annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic, the

-Subway Youth Clinic

Series presents the Free
OVAC Youth Football
Clinic.

The clinic is open to all
area boys and girls ages 6-
I3 and will run from 1-
2:30 p.m. at Wheeling
Island Stadium.

The clinic will be run by
the coaching staffs of
Wheeling Park and Bethany
College. The camp will
consist of fundamental
instruction and is geared to
help build children’s self-
esteem.

There is no contact in
the camp. but parents are
asked to have insurance and
be present today to sign a
waiver form.

Registration will be
taken from noon until
12:45 p.m. at the stadium.

For more information
visit www.ovac.org or call
James Companicn at 304-
639-1238.

ACADEMY

Arm Your Child
With Qolf Ecteem

Tae Kwon Do

*19* SPECIAL

Inciudes Uniform,
Belt & 2 Classes

CLASSES AVAILABLE FOR
CHILDREN & ADULTS

119 E. Main $t., St. Clairsville

147 Restaurant & Lounge
West 23rd §t., Bellaire, OH - 740-325-1047

i

FABULOUS
BENDER BOYS

SAT. JULY 31ST - apm - $5 COVER
FULL KITCHEN - UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
EVERY WEDNESDAY

LADIES NIGHT
KARAOKE WITH PAUL GILLISPIE

695-2997

MU
20325 Chagrin Bowbes ard. Swite 300
* Peppet Pite, Dhio 44122

Robert E. Murray,
Chairman, President
and CEO

Murray Energy Corporation

and our independent operating subsidiaries are proud to provide Ohio with:

+14,326 local high-paying direct jobs that support up lo 15,000 secondary jobs
+Nearty $100 million in wages and benefils each year )
+ More than $200 milion annually in supplies, capital expenditures, infrastructure creation and taxes to lacal, state and lederal agencies

+ A commitment o safety that 1s second-to-none
American Energy Corporation « The Ohio Valley Coal Company
OhioAmerica Energy, Inc. « The Ohio Valley Transioading Company
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us well.”

Cook is one of the rare placekick-
ers to be voted as a team captain in
this all-star game. However. accord-
ing to the coaching staff. he’s con-
stantly involved in drills and cheering
on his teammates. which obviously
rubbed off.

“This is just a great honor knowing
that ['ve earned the respect of my
teammates in less than a week.” Cook
said. 1 hope i can lead them right.”

Cook admits he’s not the most
vocal guy. but he’s worked hard since |
arriving at West Liberty University
Sunday.

“I"ve been positive throughout the
week and made friends with every
guy on the team.” Cook said. 1 was
really surprised because I am just a
kicker. but it comes down to character #
and I guess the guys noticed me. 1 am [
very humbled.”

The former Red Devil spent some B
time in the lunch room Friday talking B
to West Virginia head coach Tom
Bruney about kicking and how |\
Bruney Kicked a game-winner for the 'Y
Ohio side in 1981,

“Honestly. | hope we’re crushing
them and 1 get a chance at some long
shots.” Cook admitted. “If 1 get the
chance. 1t's a kicker’s dream to get a
chance at the long ball.”

Pyciak has also been a standout §
during the week'much like he was in
both football and wrestling at B
Buckeye Local. g

Along with learning he’d he start-
ing at a defensive end. Pyciak was [&
truly honored to be picked by his
teammates. '

T can’t wait to lead this team into SPENCE
battle,” Pyciak said. “There aren’t
words to explain it. To be chosen as one of the four from
all of these guys is just an honor more than anything.”

Knowing that his teammates and not his former coach-
es at Buckeye Local made the selection makes it even
sweeter for the future Baldwin-Wallace athlete.

“I don’t look at myself as a very vocal and outstanding
person. but I just try to lead by example,” Pyciak said. “It
makes me feel great that people followed my example. 1
was captain at Buckeye. but here everyone was a leader
on their team.”

Banks came to OVAC camp with the same mentality
which was instilled on him at Big Red by head coach
Reno Saccoccia and his teammates noticed.

Banks will be one of the Ohio defensive starters
tonight and he's spent much of the week practicing as if it
was already Sunday. of which many Ohio players served
notice.

“I was taught to do that at Steubenville Big Red.”
Banks admitted. “We're always 110 percent and Coach
Saccoccia wouldn’t have it any other way. but having the
ability to lead is something inside of you and I guess I
showed that this week.”

It's been gquite a week for Spence, He's been ques-
tioned about his ankle. Pobolish's last go-around and now
he's a captain for the Buckeyes afler a prep season in
which he did basically everything but sell popcorn for the

- Panthers.

“It’s really special to be a captain because of the rela-
tionships we've buiit here this week.” Spence said. ~l
know | am going to love playing with these guys because
I atready love practicing with them. I hope 1 can fulfilt all
of the team’s needs as a captain and plan on doing the
best I can.”™

Spence never once went through a drill or practice
expecting he’d be voted a captain.

“I am definitely happy to be one.” Spence said. "l
don’t know if being a captain creates anymore pressure,
but it makes me want to help my teammates out a lot
more and do something special.”
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PICTURED IS
the 201Q West
Virginia OVAC
All-Star Cheering

from left, are
Cierra Huntsman

Megan Curtis
(Linsly}, Morgan

(Magnolia) and
Anjelica Trinone
+a] (Oak Glen).
Second row, from
left, are

i Stephanie West
{Paden City),

4 (Magnolia) and

4l (Linsly). Absent
was Amanda

1 City).

uad. Front row,

heeling Park]),

wSson

becca Blair

den Nelson

Iman (Paden
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All-Stars

chance to hone their skills
this afternoon at Wheeling | Tae Kwon Do
Island Stadium. :

In conjunction with the § (&

65th annual

OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic. the
Subway Youth Clinic

Series pres
OVAC Yo
Clinic.

The clinic is open to all

area boys and girls ages 6- |REI*ESELY 4 Jodf.{ N SA'I' llilv 3181' «9PM -
y

13 and will run from 1-

OVAC Youth OLYMPIC
camp today at Ry (o] 1)
Island Stadium ACADEMY
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There is no contact in “ -
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Ohio

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

For Bobby Spence and
Joe Rine. there's added
incentive along with just

playing in the game and

being part of their former
prep coach Ron Pobolish’s
last coaching assignment.

Each of their fathers
Rob and Chuck. respective-
ly — played in the OVAC
All-Star Game and in 1979
and 1981. respectively.
Taking it a step further,
both played on winning
Buckeye squads adding to
the pressure for their sons
come Sunday evening.

"My dad and I talked
about the game.” Spence
said. “IUs pretty cool that
1U's now like a family thing.
He played a different role
than I will or have because
he’s kind of a hitting guy.
Ever since I was little, foot-
ball’s been my favorite
sport to play. but to know
my dad did it too makes it
even more special.”

Rine’s dad. ironically.

wis a teammate of Bruney.
who kicked the game-win-
ning field goal for the

OVAC All-Star Notebook

stars

playing for d

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

PICTURED IS the 2010 Ohio OVAC All-Star Coaching Staff. Kneeling, from left, are Tom QO'Connell, George
Laase head coach Ron Pobolish, Blair Closser and Mark Spigarelli. Back row, from left, are trainer Randy

Buckeye State. And taking - RS

the irony a step further,
Pobolish was on the West
Virginia sideline as an
assistant that season. -

I knew Coach- Pob was
onc of the assistants, but [
didn’t realize (my dad) was
teammates of Coach
Bruncy.” Rine said. "It's
kind of funny when you
think about it.”

Rine - who also took
part in the basketball all-
star game this past April -
has heard plenty of stories
from his dad about his
experiences both in the
football and basketball
games.

“My dad still remembers
most of everything that
happened in those games.”
Rine said. “It’s just really
special to be able to meet
all of these guys and play
with them. but since my
dad accomplished it oo
makes it even better and
gives us something to talk
about,”

Two players on the same
prep team and now same
all-star team with fathers in
the OVAC game is quite a
story in and of itself,

T guess we’ve got some
good genes out our way.”
Rine said.

| 1 ]|

NEED A RIDE? When
the players reported to
camp last Sunday. Ohio
head coach Ron Pobolish
offered to ride his next-
door neighbor to West
Liberty University.

Pobolish — who lives in
Moundsville - brought
former John Marshall
standout and West Virginia
receiver Stefan Varner to
camp.

“Stefan hurt us
immensely when we played
them (during the regular
season).” Pobolish said. =1
think he’s a tremendous tal-
ent and | hope he saves
some ot that for old coach
and his old friend.”

L ¥ ]

CELEBRATION

DOWH

Elliott, Gregg Bonar, Phil Pest, Nate Skrzypek, Andy Weiss and equipment manager Rodney Roe.

e o

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
PICTURED IS the 2010 West Virginia OVAC All-Star Coaching Staff. Kneeling, from left, are Mike Wagner,
head coach Tom Bruney and Frank Sisinni..Back row, from left, are Stuart Goldstein, Troy Fetty, trainer
Amber Herback, Scott Joseph and Paul Julio.

PLANS: Buckeye Local’s
Brandon Bartrug knows
tonight’s game will be the
last time he plays the game
he loves. Preparing for the
opportunity mentally,
Bartrug has gone over
countless scenarios where
he makes a big play to help
the Buckeye State get a vic-
tory.

“You could seé a back
flip or something if I can
score,” Bartrug joked.
“Being able to score or help
Ohio win would be one of
the best experiences of my
life and a memory T will
have forever.”

1]

FAMILY AFFAIR: It
will be just that for the
Haught family of Brooke
County. Former OVAC
All-Star Chad Haught will
be recognized during the
second_half for his 10-year
reunion from the Ciass of
2000. Meanwhile, his sis-
ter. Alexis. is a member of
the McDonaild's OVAC
All-Star Band.

EEN

HAIR CUT ANYONE?

If any of the West Virginia

piayers found themselves in
need of a trim this week.
they didn’t have to look
very far. After
Wednesday's  George
Strager Evening With the
Stars dinner. Max Nogay's
mother - Robin — gave
him his hair trimmer as he
had requested. According
to his dad. Mike. his hair
had gotten too long and
some of the other players
were going to follow in
Nogay’s lead with the buzz
cut for tonight’s game.
AN
HONORARY OFFi-
CIAL: Many people are
needed to make an event
like the Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic go off
without a hitch. One man
who’s been with the game.
almost every step of the
way is former Brooke High
athletic director and
Bridgeport graduate Ron
Mauck. Mauck - for
whorm the OVAC Wrestling
Tournament is pamed -
wiil be honored tonight as
the honorary official during
the pre-game ceremonies.

man

ALWAYS COMPET-
ING: It doesn’t matter what
the game or sport is when
you've got a bunch of ath-
letes hanging out in a dorm
several competitions have
been ongoing. Several Ohio
players have indicated this
week that there have been
several card tournaments
and video game tourna-
ments being held.

“We've got a couple
tournaments going on,”
said St. Clairsville’s Seth
Callarik. “We played Call
of Duty, College Football
and then there are some
heated card games going on
at the same time. It’s all
part of the team bonding.”

annm

DURING THE pep rally
Saturday. four $500 schol-
arships were presented.
Two Ohio and West
Virginia players were both
recognized. Receiving the
Rudy Mumley Memorial
Scholarship were Buckeye
Local’s Brandon Bartrug
and Madonna's Max
Nogay. The recipients of
the Ron Mauck Schotlar

Athlete Award were Nate

Maieski of Bridgeport and

Cotey Wallace of Brooke.
EER

THE PLAYERS from
the 2000 game will be rec-
ognized in the second half
during their. 10-year
reunion.

Returning from Ohio
are: Joey Gallagher
(Barnesville). Justin Homer
(Bellaire). Frankie Hibbitts
{Bellaire). Drew Spencer
(Beltaire). Matt DeVore
(Bridgeport). Josh Ludwig
(East Liverpocl). Zac
Bruney (Martins Ferry).
Tony Collette (Martins
Ferry). Jay Agnew (Martins
Ferry). Jeremy Beardmore
{(Monroe Central). Ryan
Doran (Steubenville) and
John Jones (Steubenville.

The Ohio coaching staff

was made up of Jay
Circosta. Pat Singleton,
Rick Prescott. Greg
Schumacher, Dave
Schuerman.

Two Ohto queens will
also return this evening.
They are Rachael Miller
(Barnesville) and Melissa
Dunfee-Luyster (Union
Local}.

® Column

Continued from Page C2

play of the final drive which led to Bruney's their prep careers before going on to standout All-Star Game played at Harding Stadium.
Division [ careers at West Virginia and Virginia Since then, it’s made a permanent home at

kick.
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OVAC McDonald’s
All-Star Band

BARNESVILLE — Melanie
Callihan, Alex Davidson, Paige
Duify, Abby Faldowski, Hanna
Lucas, Stacey Meadows, Laura
Winland, Lucas Wootter.

BEALLSVILLE — Andrew
Emrick, Rachel Emrick.

BELLAIRE — Stacie Brown,
Joe Carpenter, Emily Crow,
Paige Hyatt, Bre Jeffers,
Miranda Landers, Kylee
Lashhorn, Michael Murphy,
Alyssa Rushman, Kylie
Seevers, Emily Shaffer, Sara
Swoyer, Nicole Taylor, Kim

Tennant, Kyla Tennant,
Rheeana Wade.
BRIDGEPORT — Melissa

Bowers, Shayna Fischer, Beth
Kalinowski, Taylor Kies,
Nichole Lewis, Brittany
Stanton, Jenna Strauss, Gabby
Teasdale, Taylor Yeator.
BROOKE — Samantha Alkire,
April Baumgartner, Shannon
Cashdollar, Tyler Cooper,
Nuncia Filippelli, Alexis Haught,
Robert Hicks, Jacob Hruschak,
Jessica Kuna, Elizabeth
Kyanko, Mark Lewis, Seth
Milier, Daniel Nixon, Kristen
Stewart, Chelsey Swiger, Kayla
Waite, Kaitlin Wilson, Brandon
Yost.

BUCKEYE LOCAL — Emily
Bodak, Alissa Bodner, Mark
Carson, Mackenzie Casto,
Ramsey Core, Wayne Davis,
Lindsay Deering, Karissa
Emery, Brittany Feher, Austin
Ferguson, Leah Figurski,
Danielle Frankes, Matt Frakes,
Jessica Frazier, Carrie George,
Laureen Highwart, Liza Jones,
Steven King, Josh Langsdorf,
Tiffany Lengyel, Leah Lucarelli,
Chelsey McCain, Emily Pasco,
Tyler Pasco, James Piazza,

- Aaron Stewart, Jacee Tester,

Trista Thurston, Taylor
Tonkovich, Deven Vogelsang,
Bo Walker, Allison Yanssens.
CAMERON — Brittany Neff,
Amanda Sponaugle.
HARRISON CENTRAL -—
Misty Bradley, Kathryn
Caldwell, Katie Erchbacher,
Jacob Forester, Tabatha
Hawthorne, Megan Johnson,
Allison Knight, Jessie Kacher,
Milayla Kovacik, Leanna May,
Sarah McKibben, Skyler
Nichols, James Snodgrass,
Dylan Warner.

INDIAN CREEK — Dan
Aleksiejczyk, Frank
Aleksiejczyk, Megan Anderson,
Christina Bradley, Daniel
Chappell, Garrett Conn
Nicolette Constable, Preston
Dehamer, Hannah Eckley,
Kayla Frazer, Jennifer Glasure,
Jessica Glasure, Sarah Millick,
Anthony Panebianco, Melody
Petras, Ashleigh Polverini,
Shawn Roe, Matthew Wright
JOHN MARSHALL — Daniel
Auten, Kayla Grose, Maressa
Sell.

MAGNOLIA — Maddie
Bridgeman. Lindsay Cain,
Michael Myers

MARTINS FERRY — Ashley
Bex, HRebecca Deaton.
Alexandria Kish, Leigh Anne
Lewton, Wesley Ostroff,
Andrew Risdon, Carol Smith,
Hillary Tharman
MEADOWBROOK — Jared
Williams.

RIVER — Kylie Brown, Zach
Schnegg, Josh West, Katrina
Whittington,

SHADYSIDE —  Sarah
Benedetta, Rowan Clouston,
Zach Coates, Christa Frazier,
Skyler Gibson, Rebecca
Haney, Jay Kovalo, Zac
Schuler, Rebecca Tomlinson.
ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Nathan
Bohach, Rebecca Clark
Brandon Dickerson, Caitlin
Doty, Travis Habursky, Victoria
Hall, Kyle Heintzman, Kim
Horne, Clayton Kleevic, Ethan
Kleevic, Kelsey Perkins,
Katherine Purman, Zach Ratka,
Leandra Reed, Chris Sommers,
Erica Strope, Zarek Wiley,
Courtney Yeager.

ST. JOHN CENTRAL — Jamie
Clark.

STEUBENVILLE CENTRAL —

Regina Anderson, Sarah
Christion, Sam Ivkovich,
Rebecca MceGrail, Emily

Merriman, Mara Porco, Rachel
Riguard, Kimberly Vaudrain.

STEUBENVILLE - Brian
Fails, Julre Paprocki.
TORONTO - Dylan Ault,

Stephanie Calabrese, John
Rodesh.

TYLER - Amanda
Goodfellow, Charlie Hamilton,
Nichols Morris, Hannah West.
UNION LOCAL - Jordan

Anderson, Danielle Barnes,
datf Rroawn Thrie Clina TiHarr



than | will or have because
he’s kind of a hitting guy.
Ever since [ was little. fool-
ball’s been my favorite
sport to play. but to know
my dad did it too makes it
even more special.”

Rine’s dad. ironically.
was a teammate of Bruney.
who kicked the game-win-
ning ficld goal for the

Buckeye State. And taking - 8

the irony a step further,

Pobolish was on the West

Virginia sideline as an
assistant that season.

"I knew Coach Pob was
one of the assistants, but [
didn’t realize (my dad) was
teammates of Coach
Bruney.” Rine said. “It’s
kind of funny when you
think about it.”

Rine who also took
part in the basketball all-
star game this past April -
has heard plenty of stories
from his dad about his
experiences both in the
football and basketball
games.

“My dad still remembers
most of everything that
happened in those games.”
Rine said. “It’s just really
special to be able to meet
all of these guys and play
with them. but since my
dad accomplished it too
makes it even better and
gives us something to talk
about.™

Two players on the same
prep team and now same
all-star team with fathers in
the OVAC game is quite a
story in and of itself.

1 guess we've got some
good genes out our way.”
Rine said.

L] ]|

NEED A RIDE? When
the players reported to
camp last Sunday. Ohio
head coach Ron Pobolish
offered to ride his next-
door neighbor to West
Liberty University.

Poholish ~ who lives in
Moundsville - brought
former John Marshall
standout and West Virginia
receiver Stefan Varner to
camp.

“Stefan hurt us
immensely when we played
them (during the regular
season),” Pobohish said. 1
think he’s a tremendous tal-
ent and 1 hope he saves
some of that for old coach
and his old friend.”

[ § ]
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PICTURED IS the 2010 Ohio OVAC Ali-Star Coaching Staff. Kneeling, from left, are Tom O’Connell, George
Laase head coach Ron Pobolish, Blair Closser and Mark Spigarelli. Back row, from left, are trainer Randy

Elliott, Gregg Bonar, Phil Pest, Nate Skrzypek, Andy Weiss and equipm

oo T
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ent manager Rodney Roe.
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PICTURED IS the 2010 West Virginia OVAC All-Star Coaching Staff. Kneeling, from left, are Mike Wagner,
head coach Tom Bruney and Frank Sisinni. Back row, from left, are Stuart Goldstein, Troy Fetty, trainer
Amber Herback, Scott Joseph and Paul Julio.

PLANS: Buckeye Local’s
Brandon Bartrug knows
tonight’s game will be the
last time he plays the game
he loves. Preparing for the
opportunity mentally.
Bartrug has gone over
countless scenarios where
he makes a big play to help
the Buckeye State get a vic-
lory.
*“You could see a back
flip or something if I can
score.” Bartrug joked.
“Being able to score or help
Ohio win would be one of
the best experiences of my
life and a memory 1 will
have forever.”
[ 1 1

FAMILY AFFAIR: [t
will be just that for the
Haught family of Brooke
County. Former OVAC
All-Star Chad Haught will
be recognized during the
second half for his 10-year
reunion from the Class of
2000. Meanwhile. his sis
ter. Alexis. is a member of
the McDonald's OVAC
All-Star Band.

[ § ]

HAIR CUT ANYONE?

If any of the West Virginia

players found themselves in
need ofa trim this week.,
they didn’t have to look
very far. After
Wednesday's  George
Strager Evening With the
Stars dinner. Max Nogay’s
mother — Robin - gave
him his hair trimmer as he
had requested. According
to his dad. Mike. his hair
had gotten too long and
some of the other players
were going to follow in
Nogay's lead with the buzz
cut for tonight’s game.
mEs
HONORARY OFFI-
CIAL: Many people are
needed to make an event
like the Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic go off
without a hitch. One man

who’s been with the game.

almost every step of the
way is former Brooke High
athletic director and
Bridgeport graduate Ron
Mauck. Mauck for
whom the OVAC Wrestling
Tournament is named -
will be honored tonight as
the honorary official during
the pre-game ceremonies.
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ALWAYS COMPET-
ING: It doesn’t matter what
the game or sporl is when
you’ve got a bunch of ath-
letes hanging out in a dorm
several competitions have
been ongoing. Several Ohio
players have indicated this
week that there have been
several card tournaments
and video game tourna-
ments being held.

“We've got a couple
tournaments going on.”
said St. Clairsville’s Seth
Callarik. “We played Call
of Duty. College Football
and then there are some
heated card games going on
at the same time. It's all
part of the team bonding.”

EER

DURING THE pep rally
Saturday. four $500 schol-
arships were presented.
Two Ohio and West
Virginia players were both
recognized. Receiving the
Rudy Mumley Memorial
Scholarship were Buckeye
Local's Brandon Bartrug
and Madonna’s Max
Nogay. The recipients of
the Ron Mauck Scholar

Athlete . Award were Nate
Maleski of Bridgeport and
Cotey Wallace of Brooke.
] ]
THE PLAYERS from
the 2000 game will be rec-
ognized in the second half

during their. 10-year
reunion.

Returning from Ohio
are: Joey Gallagher

(Bamesville). Justin Homer
(Bellaire), Frankie Hibbitts
(Bellaire). Drew Spencer
(Bellaire), Matt DeVore
(Bridgeport). Josh Ludwig
(East Liverpool). Zac
Bruney (Martins Ferry),
Tony Collette (Martins
Ferry). Jay Agnew (Martins
Ferry). Jeremy Beardmore
{Monroe Central), Ryan
Doran (Steubenville) and
John Jones (Steubenville.
The Ohio coaching staff
was made up of Jay
Circosta. Pat Singleton.

Rick Prescott. Greg
Schumacher. Dave
Schuerman.

Two Ohio queens will
also return this evening.
They are Rachael Miller
{Barnesville) and Melissa
Dunfee-Luyster (Union
Local).

® Column

Continued from Page C2

play of the final drive which Jed to Bruney’s

kick.

Heck. he even remembers where he was sit-
ting in Wheeling Isfand Stadium that night.
Those are the kind of memories that the

OVAC game creates.

Some of the recent memories include:

® Ohio winning 6-3 in 2007 after Bellaire
High product Nick Rocchio hooked up with
Steubenville’s Maurice Bougard for the only
touchdown of the game 1n the closing moments

to.stun the Mountaineers.

® Wesl Virginia snapping its 10-game los-
ing streak in 2004 when now retired Tyler
Consolidated coach John Stender led the
Mountaineers to a 21-7 victory.

® THE 1997 game sticks out to me. [ was
entering my senior year of high school and
watching Shadyside’s Brad Lewis and
Bellaire's Ben Taylor play for the final time in

| HARRISWILLE . -80292-1720

ST
CHOICE

~ Hoating 01~ lesel Fuel ~ Gasoline ~ Lubos - |

get.

mmn 18

their prep careers before going on to standout
Division I careers at West Virginia and Virginia
Tech, respectively. was something [ won’t for-

B [N 2000, the game was switched to a
Saturday for a year and Circosta needed to dig
into his bag of tricks to stay perfect in'the game.
He called for a trick play and Bellaire team-
mates of Frankie Hibbitts and Drew Spencer
hooked up to give Ohio the |3-7 victory.

®m IN 2006, after talking the Ball State
coaches into it. Bellaire High's Nate Davis
returned from Muncie to take part in the game
he grew up dreaming of playing in. Former
Bridgeport High and current Cambridge head
coach Rick Goodrich couldn’t have been happi-
er as Davis and Harrison Central’s Willy
Walker hooked up to help give Ohio a 22-0
blanking.

® THE 1987 game was the final OVAC

All-Star Game played at Harding Stadium.
Since then, it’s made a permanent home at
Wheeling Island Stadium. I remember that

because my cousin. Susan Kennedy of St.

financial times.

state’s jersey.
Staskey

can
sstaskey@timesteaderontine com

Ctlairsville, won the Queen of Queens.

That 1987 game was truly my first taste of
the OVAC All-Star weckend.

I"ve been hooked ever since!

Hopefully, the format. date. time and all of
the events surrounding the Rudy Mumley
Classic remain as is in these growing tough

It would be a definite shame to tinker with
something that’s worked so well for so long.
The kids growing up in the immediate area
today wilt be in attendance tonight just counting
the days until they can dawn their respective

be reached at

¢
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mariney
Bodak, Alissa Bodner, Mark
Carson, Mackenzie Casto,
Ramsey Core, Wayne Davis,
Lindsay Deegring, Karissa
Emery, Brittany Feher, Austin
Ferguson, Leah Figurski,
Danielle Frankes, Matt Frakes,
Jessica Frazier, Carrie George,
Laureen Highwart, Liza Jones,
Steven King, Josh Langsdorf,
Titfany Lengyel, Leah Lucarell,
Chelsey McCain, Emily Pasco,
Tyler Pasco, James Piazza,
Aaron Stewart, Jacee Tester,
Trista Thurston, Taylor
Tonkovich, Devon Vogelsang,
Bo Walker, Allison Yanssens.
CAMERON — Brittany Nefi,
Amanda Sponaugle.
HARRISON CENTRAL —
Misty Bradley, Kathryn
Caldwell, Katie Erchbacher,
Jacob Forester, Tabatha
Hawthorne, Megan Johnson,
Allison Knight, Jessie Kocher,
Milayla Kovacik, Leanna May,

Sarah McKibben, Skyler
Nichols, James Snodgrass
Dylan Warner.

INDIAN CREEK — Dan
Aleksiejczyk, Frank
Aleksiejczyk, Megan Anderson,
Christina Bradley, Daniel
Chappell, Garrett Conn,

Nicolette Constable, Preston
Dehamer, Hannah Eckley,
Kayla Frazer, Jennifer Glasure,
Jessica Glasure, Sarah Millick,
Anthony Panebianco, Melody
Petras, Ashleigh Polvernini,
Shawn Roe, Matthew Wright.
JOHN MARSHALL — Daniel
Auten, Kayla Grose, Maressa
Sel

MAGNOLIA -  Maddie
Bridgeman, Lindsay Cain,
Michael Myers.

MARTINS FERRY — Ashley
Bex, Rebecca Deaton,
Alexandria Kish. Leigh Anne
Lewton, Wesley Ostroff,
Andrew Risdon, Carol Smith,
Hillary Thorman.
MEADOWBROOK — Jared
Williams.

RIVER — Kylie Brown, Zach
Schnegg, Josh West, Katrina
Whittington.

SHADYSIDE —  Sarah
Benedetta, Rowan Clouston,
Zach Coates, Christa Frazier,
Skyler Gibson, Rebecca
Haney, Jay Kovalo, Zac
Schuler, Rebecca Tomlinson.
ST. CLAIRSVILLE — Nathan
Bohach, Rebecca Clark,
Brandon Dickerson, Caitlin
Doty, Travis Habursky, Victoria
Hall, Kyle Heintzman, Kim
Horne, Clayton Kleevic, Ethan
Kleevic, Kelsey Perkins,
Katherine Purman, Zach Ratka,
Leandra Reed, Chris Sommers,
Erica Strope, Zarek Wiley,
Courtney Yeager

ST. JOHN CENTRAL — Jamie
Clark.

STEUBENVILLE CENTRAL —

Regina Anderson, Sarah
Christion, Sam Ivkovich,
Rebecca McGrail, Emily

Merriman, Mara Porco, Rachel
Riguard, Kimberly Vaudrain.
STEUBENVILLE ~— Brian
Fails, Julie Paprocki.
TORONTOQO — Oylan Ault,
Stephanie Calabrese, John
Rodesh.

TYLER — Amanda
Goodfellow, Charlie Hamilton,
Nichols Morris, Hannah West.
UNION LOCAL — Jordan
Anderson, Danielle Barnes,
Jeff Brown, Chris Cline, Tiffany
Datkuliak, Arianne Grow,
Jennifer Horne, Andy Mehler,
Rachael Miller, Lauren Murdy,
James Sawyers, Kane
Schneider, Tess Sheppard,
Janet Smith, Shannon
Williams.

VALLEY — Eric Byard,
Annaliese Henderson, Rachel
lce, Spencer Mason, Brady
Nolan, Brenna Nolan, Ezra
Rice, Hunter Ring, Brian Sell,
Ashley Staley, Cassie Ueltschy,
Sarah Wells, Tristen Willey.

WEIR — Cody Baker,
Courtney Baker, Jessica Baker,
Ashley Herchuck, Sara

Holloway, Lydia Taylor. John
Ward,

WHEELING PARK — Molly
McKay, Fawn Quick.

New Equipment.
Licensed Therapists.
One-on-One Treatments.
Latest Technologies.

55801 Conno-Mara Drive
Phone: {740) 675-2300

State of the Art Rehabilitation
Mobility. Strength. Functionality.

For more information, call {740) 676-2300.

Beilaire, Ohio 43906
Fax: (740) 676-1277

www . countryclubretirementcampus.com

Horan

Aduits &
Children

Welcoming New Patients!

Famil
Dentistry

Jason B. Horan DMD General Dentist

Offering A Full Range Of Dental Services Including Root Canals,
Crowns, Bridges, Fult Dentures & Partial Dentures, Extractions

Emergencies Treated Promptly

740-695-4504

250 W. Main St. Suite B, St. Clairsville, OH 43850

Evenings
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HARDESTY

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
PICTURED IS the Ohio squad for tonight’s 65th annual Rudy Mumley All-Star Charity Football Classic at Wheeling Island
Stadium. First row, from left, are Brandon Nicholes (Union Local), Marco Ricchetti (Martins Ferry), Daiton Smith
(Barnesville), Derek-London Dierkes (Monroe Central), Joe Rine (Buckeye Local), Dylan Kimble (Shadyside) and Tyler

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

The dinners. pageants and the entire
extrvaganza. which surrounds the Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star football game are
great evenis. which leave lasting memories

- for all of those involved.

However. for the some 60 footbail play-
ers who've been in camp for a week. bat-
tling through the heat and humidity. it’s
time to get down to business.

Game day for the 65th annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Classic has finally arrived,

“I think we're prepared offensively,
defensively and on special teams. but you
never know.” said Ohio head coach Ron
Pobolish. “We’'ve got a great deal of
respect for West Virginia. I know a lot of
people think (Ohio} is a definitive favorilte.
but it's a year-to-year thing with some
aspects that you can’t predicl. We've got to
be ready to play {tonight) at

FBESEIIE BY .
7 Huntington

there’s no telling what they ‘re going to do.”
Bruney said. “They could be as extreme as
going from the Wing-T to the spread and
no-back offense. With those extremes. it's
been tough to prepare for since it’s two
totally different teams. We've tried 1o build
a package where we could see either, or
both. and feel like we're going Lo be
sound.”

The Buckeyes™ offense

157

Kickoft in the annual bi-
state clash is slated for 7:15
p.m.. but pre-game festivi-
ties begin at 6:30 p.m. and
player introductions are
slated for 7 p.m.

#*Thic ha

Virginia

Stadium

fhaan n raallu

OVAC FOOTBALLL
Who: Qhio vs. West

When: Tonight, 7:15
Where: Wheeling Isiand |

Tickets: Available atthe | .inina

will be led by Monroe
, Central's Derek-London
Dierkes with Barnesville’s
Dalton Smith serving as the
{ primary back-up.
“When you're mixing in
| as many guys as we want o,

Arnace harnma an

H Hardesty (Cambridge). Second row: Bobby Spence (Buckeye Local), Mickey Bednar (Steubenville Central), Tyler Arigoni
(Union Local), Scott Peach (Edison), Seth Callarik (St. Clairsvilie), Brandon Bartrug (Buckeye Local), Doren Thomas (Indian
4 Creek) and Devon Parson (Martins Ferry). Third row: head coach Ron Pobolish (Buckeye Local), Josh Riggans
(Meadowbrook), manager Matthew Barsch, Jarod Mellinger (Beallsville), Nate Maleski (Bridgeport), manager Ryan Gossett,
Jordan Banks (Steubenville), Jamey DeVaul (Steubenville), manager Aiden Lucey, Jake Mallernee (Harrison Central),
Bobby Bennett (Beliaire), manager Logan Barsch, Cody Kaiser {Harrison Central). Fourth row: J.J. Intorre (Beaver Local),
| Zac Wojciechowski (Cambridge), Trey Wiggins {Steubenville}, Rylan Pyciak (Buckeye Local), Wes Rataiczak
(Shenandoah), Michael Wayt (Indian Creek), Logan Cook (St. Clairsville) and Jordan Burress (Martins Ferry). Fifth row:
assistant coach Gregg Bonar, assistant coach Phil Pest, assistant coach Mark Spigarelli, assistant coach Rodney Roe,
assistant coach George Laase, assistant coach Blair Closser, assistant coach Tom O'Connell, assistant coach Andy Weiss,
# trainer Randy Elliott and assistant coach Nate Skrzypek.

Are you ready
for some football?

- 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Game tonight

anchor the Ohio line at the center spot.
He Il be flanked by Bridgeport’s Nate
Maleski and “Cambridge's Zach
Wojchiechowski. Penciled in to start at
tackle are Bellaire’s Bobby Bennett and
Martins Ferry's Jordan Burress.

“['m not sure how our line is going 10
perform. but with those guys up there. |
like them a lot.” Pobolish satd. “Watching
these guys practice and looking ai their
size. I like what [ see.”

St. Clairsville’s Logan Cook will handle
all of the place-kicking -duties. while
Buckeye Local’s Bobby Spenca has earned
the punting job. Harrison Central’s Cody
Kaiser is the long snapper. ’

“I've said all week that this is a great
group of kids and our coaches did a great
job of selecting them and their respective
high school coaches did a great job of nom-
inating them.” Pobolish said. “Now. we've
got to see what kind of game heart they
have, and [ can’t answer that. | am sure
some guys will play like we never thought
they were capable of and some will be 2 let
down. but I really like our defensive peo-

le”
' The West Virginia offense is triggered
by Brooke High's Cotey Wallace. who
Bruney has said on countless occassions
knows the system better than himself,

AWM allana onm fare maneas than T O saede ond
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PICTURED IS the Ohio squad for tonight’s 65th annual Rudy Mumley All-Star Charity Football Classic at W

heeling Island

Stadiumn. First row, from left, are Brandon Nicholes (Union Local), Marco Ricchetti (Martins Ferry), Dalton Smith

(Barnesville), Derek-London Dierkes (Monroe Central), Joe Rine (Buckeye Local), Dylan Kimble {Shadyside) and Tyler

Hardesty (Cambridge). Second row: Bobby Spence (Buckeye Local), Mickey Bednar (Steubenville Central), Tyler Arigoni
(Union Local), Scott Peach (Edison), Seth Callarik (St. Clairsville), Brandon Bartrug (Buckeye Local), Doren Thomas (indian
Creek) and Devon Parson (Martins Ferry). Third row: head coach Ron Pobolish (Buckeye Local), Josh Riggans

(Meadowbrook), manager Matthew Barsch, Jar
Jordan Banks {Steubenvilie), Jamey DeVaul {
Bobby Bennett (Beltaire), manager Logan Barsch, Cody Kaiser {

od Mellinger (Beallsville), Nate Maleski (Bridgeport), manager Ryan Gossett,
Steubenville), manager Aiden Lucey, Jake Mallernee (Harrison Central),
Harrison Central). Fourth row: J.J. Intorre (Beaver Local),

Zac Wojciechowski (Cambridge), Trey Wiggins (Steubenville), Rylan Pyciak (Buckeye Local), Wes Rataiczak
{Shenandoah), Michael Wayt (Indian Creek), Logan Cook (St. Clairsville) and Jordan Burress (Martins Ferry}. Fifth row:

assistant coach Gregg Bonar, assistant coac
assistant coach George Laase, assistant coac

trainer Randy Elliott and assistant coach Nate Skrzypek.

Are you ready
for some footbhall?

h Phil Pest, assistant coach Mark Spigarelli, assistant coach Rodney Roe,
h Blair Closser, assistant coach Tom O’Connell, assistant coach Andy Weiss,

- 65th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Game tonight

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

The dinners. pageants and the entire
extrvaganza. which surrounds the Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star football game are
great events. which leave lasting memories
for all of those involved.

However. for the some 60 football play-
ers who've been in camp for a week. bat-
tling through the heat and humidity. it"s
time te get down to business.

Game day for the 65th annual Rudy
Mumiecy OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Classic has finally arrived.

“1 think we're prepared offensively.
defensively and on special teams. bul you
never know.” said Ohio head coach Ron
Pobolish. “We’'ve got a great deal of
respect for West Virginia. I know a iot of
people think {Qhio) is & definitive favorite,
but 1t’s a year-ta-year thing with some
aspects that you can't predict, We've got to
be ready to play (tonight} at

there’s no telling what theyre going lo do.”
Bruney said. “They could be as extreme as
going from the Wing-T to the spread and
no-back offense. With those extremes. it's
been tough to prepare for since it’s two
totally different teams. We"ve tried to build
a package where we could see either, or
both. and feel like we're going to be
sound.”

The Buckeyes' offense

157
Kickotf in the annual t
state ¢lash is slated for 7:15

OVAC FOOTBALLL
Who: Ohio vs. West

will be led by Monroe
Central’s Derek-London
Dierkes with Barnesville's

p.m.. but pre-game festivi-
ties begin at 6:30 p.m. and
player introductions are
slated for 7 p.m.

“This has been a really
fun week.” said West
Virginia and Brooke High
head coach Tom Bruney.

Virginia

When: Tonight, 7:15
Where: Wheeling Island
Stadium

Tickets: Available at the
gate for $10

Radio: AM 1600
Television: WTOV-9

Dalton Smith serving as the
primary back-up.

“When you're mixing in
a8 many guys as we want to.
timing does become an
isswe at trmes.” Pobolish
said. 1 like the group of
kids we're putting on the
field.”

“Early in the week. you
worry about what you're
going to get in and if they're going 1o
understand. but it’s like coaching your own
team in August. Eventually, the lightbulb
clicks on and they understand what you're
trying to do.”

The tough part of all-star games is
preparing for the other team. Neither coach
has basically any idea of what o expect
from the other this evening.

“You think you've got an idea of what
vou're going 1o see, but with the way
Coach Pobolish put his staff together.

BENNETT

MALLERNEE

The Ohio quarterbacks will have a
plethora of targcets at their disposal.
Pobolish indicated the Buckeyes will play
as many as nine receivers. However.
Steubenville™s Trey Wiggins.
Shenandoah’s Wes Rataiczak and Union
Local’s Brandon Nicholes will be the
“starters.”

Martins Ferry's Devon Parsons has won
the fullback job with Indian Creek's Doren
Thomas ticketed for the tailback spot.

Steubenville’s Jaumey DeVaul will

DEVAUL

anchor the Ohio line at the center spot.
He'll be flanked by Bridgeport’s Nate
Maleski and Cambridge’s Zach
Wojchiechowski. Penciled in 1o start at
tackle are Bellaire’s Bobby Bennett and
Martins Ferry’s Jordan Burress.

“I'm not sure how our line is going to
perform. but with those guys up there. |
like them a lot.” Pobolish said. “Watching
these guys practice and looking at their
size. | like what I see.”

St. Clairsville’s Logan Cook will handle
all of the place-kicking duties. while
Buckeye Local’s Bobby Spenca has earned
the punting job. Harrison Central’s Cody
Kaiser is the long snapper.

“I"ve said all week that this is a great
eroup of kids and our coaches did a great
job of selecting them and their respective
high school coaches did a great job of nom-
inating them.” Pobolish said. “Now. we've
got to see what kind of game heart they
have. and | can’t answer that. | am sure
some guys will play like we never thought
they were capable of and some will be & let
down, but 1 really like our defensive peo-
ple.”

The West Virginia offense is triggered
by Brooke High's Cotey Wallace. who
Bruney has said on countless occassions
knows the system better than himself.
Wallace ran for more than 1.000 yards and
passed for more than 2.000 yards in just
one season under Bruney.

“It you look at the history of this game
— and I am not saying we're going to win
the game - a lot of times when a coach is
able to bring his quarterback. they ve been
successful a lot of times.” Bruney noted.
~With Cotey running our offense it’s made
it simpler to put it in and install.”

The West Virginia offensive players
have thoroughly enjoyed Bruney's system.
which is a wide-open spread attack that
gets many people involved.

A lot of the kids have said. “boy. coach
i wish we would have ran this offense at

See, OVAC, Page C2

BANKS
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Bruney,

Circosta
recall '81
Ohio win

There have been countless memories §
formed at the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Classic over the course of time. :

Regardless if you've attended the fa
extravaganza for the game, the Queen of Py
Queens. the McDonald’s OVAC All-Star
Band or cheerleaders, there’s a year that
sticks in your memory.

It’s those kinds of memories
and events. which make
tonight’s game - bar
none - the crown jewel
. 3. of sporting events in the
1 Ohio Valley.

. Whether it’s a memo-
“1% rable play. a memorable
4 .y victory or who won the

s crown at halftime, the

PICTURED IS the West Virginia squad for tonight’s 65th annual Rudy Mumley All-Star Charity Football Classic at Wheeling
Island Stadium. Front row, from left, are Cotey Wallace (Brooke), Max Nogay (Madonna), Seth Barnhart (Oak Glen), Craig
Kuhar (Linsly), Zach Hood (Wheeling Central), Michael Molinari (South) and manager Rocco Bruney, Second row: Marcus
George (Wheeling Park), Hunter Ferguson (South), Stingray Bates (Magnolia), Jordan Sorge (Wheeling Central), Mike
Koscevic (Brooke), Lou Comis (Madonna), Nate Taylor {Tyler) and manager Niko Bruney. Third row: head coach Tom
Bruney (Brooke), T.J. Howard (Weir), Stefan Varner (John Marshall), Kyle Sims (Brooke), Mike Lough {(Wheeling Park],
Tevin Hall (Cameron), Jordan West (Wheeling Central) and Jake Lilly (Brooke). Fourth row: Devin Harrison (John Marshall),
Andy Huggins (Magnolia), Rusty Byhanna (Wheeling Park), Christian McGaughey (Madonna), Griffen Yocum (John

' game and event i . -

SETH STASKEY Yields memories, Marshall), Jared Blatt (Magnolia), Alex Gompers (Wheeling Central), Tyler Reed (Oak Glen) and Sam Robinson (John

From the which are talked Marshall). Fifth row: assistant coach Paul Julio, assistant coach Mike Wagner, assistant coach Stuart Goldstein, assistant
Press Box; about for years to coach Troy Fetly, assistant coach Scott Joseph, assistant coach Frank Sisinni and trainer Amber Helphenstine.

come.

Case in point is Tom Bruney.

While the West Virginia head coach is
hoping to write a new memory this
evening as he leads the Mountaineers into

® OVAC

Continued from Page C1

battle against Ohio in the 65th annual our school,”™ Bruney said. “The offense is a big part of this game and OHIO
version of this border war. he's already fun and we'll probably have seven or eight we’ve got guys who can do No. N Wt P
got a big piece of history on his resume.  different guys touch the ball in some capac- those things and we’ll get AL : Ht. L. o=
After the 1980 season. then ity (tonight).Early in the week, [ didn’t them on the field.” 1~ Brandan Nicholes 5-11 160 WR/DB
Woodsfield High head coach Jay Circosta know or think we’d be able to move the Spence, Wiggins and :7?: Marco R'C(?';em 6-3 190 Qg" Bg
chose Bruney from Martins Ferry High ball (tonight). but it's come together really Shadyside’s Dylan Kimble are 10 galtoﬂ'fmg etk 6-3 180 OB/
School to serve as his placekicker. well.” the primary kick returners for erek-London Dierkes  6-3 195 Q
Little did Circosta know he'd be gain-  The remainder of the Mountaineers’ the Buckeyes. 12 Joe Rine 6-7 250 QB/DE
ing the respect and admiration of a future offensive unit has taken some time to figure The Mountaineers’ defen- | 14 Dylan Kimble 511 170 QB/DB
coach in the game. out. sive unit has been basically 20 Tyler Hardesty 510 205 RB/LB
*“That game was a dandy.” Circosta [ think we were still tinkering with it set since Tuesday when 21 Bobby Spence 6-0 165 WR/S
recalled. and looking at people through Thursday, Bruney approached Oak 22 Mickey Bednar 6-0 185 RB/DB
According to several people, it but we're carved in stone now,” Bruney Glen's Seth Barnhart, who [ 28 Tyler Arigoni 5-10 160 LB
appeared as if the game was headed for a said. "Only area still questionablé is proba- reported to West Liberty as a | 29 Scoft Peach 5-10 165 @%’%BB
tie. bly on the right side of our line where quarterback, to move to the |52 et Cal!grlk 5-11 155 FBLB
Ohio held West Virginia and got the we’'ve got three guys battling for two defensive line. 33 grandon artrug 57 160 R
ball back with just a few minutes left on spots.” “A lot of people are going 34 Doren Thomas 5-10 180 FB::LB
the clock. Circosta cailed for a hitch-and-  Wallace will be joined in the to find this move odd, but I 40 Devon Parson 6-0 215 FBAB
£0 to Woodsfield’s Darryl Shipp who the Mountaineer backfield by South’s Hunter asked Seth about it and he 46 Josh Riggans 58 170 RBLB
catch and raced it deep into the Ferguson and Magnolia's Stingray Bates. ~ was all for it,” Bruney |92 Jarod Mellinger 6-0 265 OLDL
Mountaineers’ end of the field. Wheeling Park’s Marcus George and relayed. 55 Nate Maleski 6-2 270 8UEIB‘
After running a few plays more. Tyler Consolidated’s Nate Taylor will “He was an all-state line- |96 Jordan Banks 6-0 215 T/
Circosta called upon Bruney. share time at the H-back spot. backer, so all we did was put 58 Jamey DeVaul 6-3 220 C’BII:B
Bruney lined up the kick and was per-  According to Bruney all of his receivers his hand on the ground. He's 63 Jake Mallernee 5-11 315 8TIDE
fect on the field goal, which hit the cross will see time and could get their hands on athletic. and we think he can 67 Bobby Bennett 6-5 25
bar and deflected through the up-rights the ball. cause some problems.” 68 COdY Kaiser 5':1 215 8-3[6?_
with nine seconds 1o go. giving Ohio the  Magnolia's Jared Blatt will start at tight-  Joining him at the down- |72 JJ. Intorre howsk 6- L 255 oLD
victory. . end and he'll be joined along the front line tackle spot is Ferguson. |2 _Zrac V#JC'?C izl g' 18 1?8 WR l[;-B
Almost every year Circosta gets a call by a formidable and big bunch, which is Madonna’s Louie Comis will gg Rr ely Figg.mﬁ 52 230 OLLB
from Bruney on Aug. 1, which was the comprised of Brooke’s Jake Lilly (left tack- be one of the defensive ends, 5 WV anR {c.‘a i 6-3 215 WR/RB
date of the OVAC Game that year. le), Madonna's Christian McGaughey (left while John Marshall’s Sam 8 M.ei ?&:,cza 3 1 WR/S
“1 don"t get them all. but on most guard). Magnolia’s Andrew Huggins (cen- Robinson is the other end. Sg L - aec akyt ; g'? 128 K
August firsts, I call Coach Circosta up ter) and on the right side the battle could go  The Brooke High duo of | o5 JO%an B°° 85 295 OLDL
and ask him if he remembers where he up until game time between Park's Rusty Kyle Sims and Mike Koscevic | 4 doé e h_l.lgessp bolish -5
was that many years ago,” Bruney said.  Byhanna, John Marshall’s Devin Harrison will get the call at linebacker. Aea. t oet’cc' ot? ? é’ . B Blair Cl
The first time Bruney called him was and Wheeling Park’s Mikey Lough. Stefan Varner of John Gss's anL oacTes. Or,%gg Ol?alr:;h'l e;r tozse;r,
10 years after the game. “We've put in almost a week now and Marshall — is ticketed for the Skeorgi N?a?(eé om li Aognew' LBt g UC U
“I remember Tommy was in Arizona the kids and are starting to understand and weak safety spot. 3 rZyex, R 1 p E:?atrte I, Andy WWelss.
and I'd just come in the field house and see why we’'re doing what we’re doing.” Another big move was TralneB. ?n _VD gh istian S feld
the phone rang,” Circosta said. “This guy said Tom Bruney. "‘Beacuse of that, we've Madonna’s Max Nogay will Meam OC.OH"' d i ers Iarll OnneBe ch. Matth
was on the other end and said. ‘hey. do had some really good practices Jate in the get the call at strong safety Banaﬁers. %l ney (‘Ae.a O%an S UL
you remember where you were 10 years week in almost nnbearable heat.” after roaming as a free safety. | Darsch, Ryan Gossett, Aiden Lucey.
ago today?" T said ‘No. I don't.” He then  From that he’s seen during the week, South’s Michael Molinari will
explained it to me and that’'s become a Pobolish is extremely impressed with the now be the free safety. WEST VIRGINIA
tradition almost ever since.” work of his defensive coaching staff and “Moving Max was a big No. N Ht Wt P
Bruney learned that trick from his players. move for us,” Bruney said. 10' Camew i 61 180 Q%?bB
uncle and OVAC Hall of Famer Fred  “When I look at our defense, I truly like “Molinari covers a lot of 3 MOtel{l lizes 5'11 i85 S
Bruney. the looks of it.” Pobolish said. “We’'ve got ground and Max is a contact 5 Sat);\ BOQaIX a 6-3 215 QB/LB
After helping steer Ohio State to a win a ton of respect for Cotey Wallace and player who can now be up in 10 Ce . '?rﬂ = 6-2 180 WR
over Michigan 10 years prior, Woody West Virginia. the box making some con- 12 ZralI?Hu gr 5:10 165 QB
Hays called Bruney and asked him the  “They ve got four or five guick kids - tact.” 14 Mach ?g‘ linari 62 180 WR/K
same question Circosta was asked. who can run. a fullback not many people Also in the defensive back- 20 Mlc ae a LUkl 5’ 70 165 RB/DB
“Any kid can step up and have a know about and put guys like Lilly on the field, George and Taylor have 25 Ha“t:usF U 6:0 230 FB
moment like I was fortunate gnough to line and that to me is a formidable oppo- earned the nods at corner. 5 Stl'm - %rgtuson S8 381 RB/S
have.” Bruney said. “There was no plan nent.” “We've made a few adjust- | 58 3 '%Qra% aes 291 170 BB/DE
that it would work out that way for me  Harrison Central's Jake Mallemee and ments position wise, which |25 N?L a|2 orge 210 170 RB/DE
that night.” DeVaul will open the game at the defensive has really helped us out, and 33 L Lt 85‘;‘?‘”0 5.11 210 FBILB
Ironically. Circosta will be on hand tackle spot. Beaver Local's J.J. Intorre was the Kids have been great and 34 NOltJleT O?“S 5.9 175 RB
this evening to take part in the 10-year originaily penciled in for one of those receptive to all of the 40 T?leH ay 03 59 165 RB/SS
anniversary of coaching in the 2000 con- spots, but he’s come up lame during the changes,” Bruney continued. 44 S.t f 0{‘}' . 6-1 190 RBIB
test. which was another late Ohio victory. week. Pobolish was unsure whether or not *“I think the first three days we 46 K ? ag‘ arner 5-11 200 LB
“It"s really something that Tommy is he’d be able to go at all. spent most of our time trying 54 Myke lesh 64 550 OLDL
coaching in this game and I'm celebrating ~ On the defensive ends will be a pair of to find the right combination 58 Tl 2 I_?uﬁ’ 5.9 150 WR/DB
a reunjon.” Circosta said. former Buckeye Local Panthers, Joe Rine of people, but once you find 66 Jel‘:lnL'lla 63 280 OLDL
That 1981 game also left a lasting and Rylan Pyciak. that combination and then you | =2 Da - I.-|y . 63 270 OLDL
impression on the fans in the stadium.  Cambridge’s Tyler Hardesty and start reping and get your pol- 70 Aet\j"nH il 6-4 235 OLDL
Bridgeport High graduate Jay Meager. Steubenville’s Jordan Banks will open at ish going. it comes together.” 73 Rn ¥ BU%g'nS 6-0 260 OLDL
who is a long-time local sports afficiando the linebacker spot. The outside linebackers OVAC NOTES 78 Cﬁs' 3{ y ﬁnga h 63 315 OL/DL
and resident expert on 1980 sports in the will be Union Local’s Tyler Arigoni and  m The players and coaches § oo = .2‘3 |a$ e g 80 175 WRP
Ohio Valley. has told me on several Meadowbrook's Josh Riggans with will attend a Vespers service g Ja{;egnBlaotfum 6-5 220 TE/DL
occassions he remembers almost every Rataiczak and Marco Ricchetti are set to :?\dgyhi.t. '?Pg.Tt. Pr?tg rV::l”ﬂ rg‘g 85 Alex Gompers 510 170 WR

wee o lot of actinn at that snat
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crown at halftime. the
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SETH STASKEY Yields memories,
From_the which are talked
Press Box:

about for years to
Case in point is Tom Bruney.

Bruney (Brooke), T.J. Howard (Weir), Stefan Varner (John Marshall), Kyle Sims (Brooke), Mike Lough {(Wheeling Park),
Tevin Hall (Cameron), Jordan West (Wheeling Central) and Jake Lilly (Brooke). Fourth row: Devin Harrison (John Marshati),
Andy Huggins (Magnolia), Rusty Byhanna (Wheeling Park), Christian McGaughey (Madonna), Griffen Yocum (John
Marshall), Jared Blatt (Magnolia), Alex Gompers (Wheeling Central), Tyler Reed (Oak Glen) and Sam Robinson (John
Marshall). Fifth row: assistant coach Paul Julio, assistant coach Mike Wagner, assistant coach Stuart Goldstein, assistant
coach Troy Fetty, assistant coach Scott Joseph, assistant coach Frank Sisinni and trainer Amber Helphenstine.
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come.

While the West Virginia head coach is
hoping to write a new memory this
evening as he leads the Mountaineers into
battle against Ohio in the 65th annual our school.” Bruney said. “The offense is
version of this border war, he’s already fun and we’ll probably have seven or eight
got a big piece of history on his resume.  different guys touch the ball in some capac-

After the 1980 season, then ity (tonight). Early in the week, I didn’t
Woodsfield High head coach Jay Circosta know or think we’'d be able to move the
chose Bruney from Martins Ferry High ball {tonight). but it's come together really
School to serve as his placekicker. well.”

Little did Circosta know he'd be gain-  The remainder of the Mountaineers’
ing the respect and admiration of a future offensive unit has taken some time to figure
coach in the game. out,

“That game was a dandy.” Circosta I think we were still tinkering with it
recalled. and looking at people through Thursday,

According to several people. it but we're carved in stone now.” Bruney
appeared as if the game was headed for a said. “Only area still questionable is proba-
tie. bly on the right side of our line where

Ohio held West Virginia and got the we've got three guys battling for two
ball back with just a few minutes left on spots.”
the clock. Circosta called for a hitch-and-  Waltace will be joined in the
go to Woodsfield’s Darryl Shipp who the Mountaineer backfield by South’s Hunter
catch and raced it deep into the Ferguson and Magnolia's Stingray Bates.
Mountaineers’ end of the field. Wheeling Park’s Marcus George and

After running a few plays more. Tyler Consolidated’s Nate Taylor will
Circosta called upon Bruney. share time at the H-back spot.

Bruney lined up the kick and was per-  According to Bruney all of his receivers
fect on the field goal, which hit the cross will see time and could get their hands on
bar and deflected through the up-rights the ball.
with nine seconds to go. giving Ohio the  Magnolia’s Jared Blatt will start at tight-
victory. 5 end and he’ll be joined along the front line

Alost every year Circosta gets a call by a formidable and big bunch, which is
from Bruney on Aug. 1, which was the comprised of Brooke's Jake Lilly (left tack-
date of the OVAC Game that year. le), Madonna’s Christian McGaughey (left

“I don’t get them all, but on most guard), Magnolia’s Andrew Huggins (cen-
August firsts. T call Coach Circosta up ter) and on the right side the battle could go
and ask him if he remembers where he up until game time between Park’s Rusty
was that many years ago,” Bruney said.  Byhanna, John Marshalt’s Devin Harrison

The first time Bruney called him was and Wheeling Park’s Mikey Lough.

10 years after the game. “We’ve put in almost a week now and

“1 remember Tommy was in Arizona the kids and are starting to understand and
and I'd just come in the field house and see why we're doing what we're doing,”
the phone rang,” Circosta said. “This guy said Tom Bruney. “Beacuse of that, we’'ve
was on the other end and said. ‘hey. do had some really good practices late in the
you remember where you were 10 years week in almost unbearable heat.”
ago today?’ I said ‘No. I don’t.” He then  From that he’s seen during the week,
explained it to me and that's become a Pobolish is extremely impressed with the
tradition almost ever since.” work of his defensive coaching staff and

Bruney learned that trick from his players.
uncle and OVAC Hall of Famer Fred  “When I look at our defense, I truly like
Bruney. the looks of it,” Pobolish said. “We've got

After helping steer Ohio State to a win a ton of respect for Cotey Wallace and
over Michigan 10 years prior. Woody West Virginia.

Hays called Bruney and asked him the  “They ve got four or five quick kids
same question Circosta was asked. who can run. a fuliback not many people

“Any kid can step up and have a know about and put guys like Lilly on the
moment like 1 was fortunate g¢nough to line and that to me is a formidable oppo-
have.” Bruney said. “There was no plan nent.”
that it would work out that way for me  Harrison Central’s Jake Mallernee and
that night.” DeVaul wili open the game at the defensive

Ironically. Circosta will be on hand tackle spot. Beaver Local's J.J. Intorre was
this evening to take part in the 10-year originally penciled in for one of those
anniversary of coaching in the 2000 con- spots. but he’s come up lame during the
test, which was another late Ohio victory. week. Pobolish was unsure whether or not

“It"s really something that Tommy is he’d be able to go at all.
coaching in this game and I'm celebrating ~ On the defensive ends will be a pair of
a reunion.” Circosta said. former Buckeye Local Panthers, Joe Rine

That 1981 game also left a lasting and Rylan Pyciak.
impression on the fans in the stadium.  Cambridge’s Tyler Hardesty and
Bridgeport High graduate Jay Meager, Steubenville’s Jordan Banks will open at
who is a long-time local sports afficiando the linebacker spot. The outside linebackers
and resident expert on 1980 sports in the will be Union Local’s Tyler Arigoni and
Ohio Valley, has told me on several Meadowbrook’s Josh Riggans with
occassions he remembers almost every Rataiczak and Marco Ricchelti are set to

see a lot of action at that spot.

See, COLUMN, Page C4 “We can go small or big at a lot of
spots,” Pobolish said. “If |
have a concern (defensive-
ly). it’s whether or not
d we’ll wrap tackle because
d you can’t really get that

- done during the week.”

[:'; DENT[SFR N | Spence will open at safe-
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a big part of this game and
we've got guys who can do
those things and we’ll get
them on the field.”

Spence. Wiggins and
Shadyside’s Dylan Kimble are
the primary kick returners for
the Buckeyes.

The Mountaineers’ defen-
sive unit has been basically
set since Tuesday when
Bruney approached Oak
Glen’s Seth Barnhart, who
reported to West Liberty as a
quarterback, to move to the
defensive line.

“A lot of people are going
to find this move odd, but |
asked Seth about it and he
was all for it,” Bruney
relayed.

“He was an all-state line-
backer, so all we did was put
his hand on the ground. He’s
athletic, and we think he can
cause some problems.”

Joining him at the down-
tackle spot is Ferguson.
Madonna’s Louie Comis will
be one of the defensive ends,
while John Marshall’s Sam
Robinson is the other end.

The Brooke High duo of
Kyle Sims and Mike Koscevic
will get the call at linebacker.
Stefan Varoner - of John
Marshall - is ticketed for the
weak safety spot.

Another big move was
Madonna’s Max Nogay will
get the call at strong safety
after roaming as a free safety.
South’s Michael Molinari will
now be the free safety.

“Moving Max was a big
move for us.” Bruney said.
“Molinari covers a lot of
ground and Max is a contact
player who can now be up in
the box making some con-
tact.”

Also in the defensive back-
field, George and Taylor have
earned the nods at corner.
“We’'ve made a few adjust-
ments position wise, which
has realiy helped us out, and
the kids have been great and
receptive to all of the
changes,” Bruney continued.
*I think the first three days we
spent most of our time trying
io find the right combination
of people, but once you find
that combination and then you
start reping and get your pol-
ish going, it comes together.”

OVAC NOTES

B The players and coaches
will attend a Vespers service
today at 9 a.m. Both will go
to a brunch at 10 a.m. and
then a walk-through at 12:30
p.m., relax. enjoy a pre-game
meal and then board up for
Wheeling Island Stadium at
approximately 3:30 p.m.

*During our last few prac-
tices. we want 10 make sure
everyone's on the same
page,” Pobolish said. “We
also want to get rid of the jit-
ters and make sure guys are
ready to go al game time.”

B THE WEST VIRGINIA captains

OHIO

No. Name Ht. Wt Pos.

1 Brandan Nicholes 5-11 160 WR/DB
3 Marco Ricchetti 6-3 190 QB/OB
7 Dalton Smith 6-3 180 AQB/DB
10 Derek-London Dierkes 6-3 195 QB
12 Joe Rine 6-7 250 QB/DE
14 Dylan Kimble 5-11 170 QB/DB
20 Tyler Hardesty 5-10 205 RB/LB
21 Bobby Spence 6-0 165 WR/S
22 Mickey Bednar 6-0 185 RBE/DB
28 Tyler Arigoni 5-10 160 LB

29 Scott Peach 5-10 165 RB/DB
32 Seth Callarik 5-11 155 WR/DB
33 Brandon Bartrug 5-7 160 FB/LB
34 Doren Thomas 5-10 180 RB/LB
40 Devon Parson 6-0 215 FB/B
46 Josh Riggans 5-8 170 RB/AB
52 Jarod Mellinger 6-0 2865 OULDL
55 Nate Maleski 6-2 270 OL/DL
56 Jordan Banks 6-0 215 OT/AB
58 Jamey DeVaul 6-3 220 C/DL
63 Jake Mallernee 511 215 OLIAB
67 Bobby Bennett 6-5 225 OT/DE
68 Cody Kaiser 5-11 215 DT/LB
72 J.J. Intorre 6-1 255 QOL/DOL
75 Zac Wojciechowski 5-10 250 OL/DL
80 Trey Wiggins 5-10 170 WR/DB
82 Rylan Pyciak 6-2 230 OL/LB
85 Wes Rataiczak 6-3 215 WR/RB
88 Michael Wayt .59 155 WR/S
93 Logan Cook 6-1 180 K

99 Jordan Burress 6-5 275 OLMDL

Head Coach: Ron Pobolish.

Assistant Coaches: Gregg Bonar, Blair Closser,
George Laase, Tom OQ'Conneli, Phit Pest, Nate
Skrzyek, Mark Spigarelli, Andy Weiss.

Trainer: Randy Elliott

Team Doctor: Dr. Christian Sonnefeld.

Managers: Rodney Roe, Logan Barsch, Matthew
Barsch, Ryan Gossett, Aiden Lucey.

WEST VIRGINIA
No. Name Ht. Wt Pos.
1 Cotey Wallace 6-1 180 QB/DB
3 Max Nogay 511 185 S
7  Seth Barnhart 6-3 215 QB/LB
10 Craig Kuhar 6-2 180 WR
12 Zach Hood 510 165 QB
14 Michael Molinari 6-2 180 WR/K
20 Marcus George 5-10 165 RB/DB
22 Hunter Ferguson 6-0 230 FB
28 Stingray Bates 5-8 181 RB/S
29 Jordan Sorge 5-11 170 RB/DE
32 Mike Koscevic 5-10 170 RB/DE
33 Louie Comis 511 210 FB/LB
34 Nate Taylor 59 175 RB
40 T.J. Howard 5-9 165 RB/SS
44 Stefan Varner 6-1 190 RB/LB
46 Kyle Sims 5-11 200 LB
54 Mike Lough 6-4 220 OL/DL
58 Tevin Hall 5.9 150 WR/DB
66 Jake Lilly 6-3 280 OLDL
67 Devin Harrison 6-3 270 OL/DL
70 Andy Huggins 6-4 235 OLDL
73 Rusty Byhanna 6-0 260 OLDL
78 Christian McGaughey 6-3 315 OL/DL
80 Griffen Yocum 6-0 175 WR/P
82 Jared Blatt 6-5 220 TE/DL
85 Alex Gompers 5-10 170 WR
88 Tyler Reed 6-3 170 WR/DB
93 Sam Robinson 6-5 225 WR/DE

Head Coach: Tom Bruney

Assistant Coaches: Troy Fetty, Stuart Goldstein,
Scott Joseph, Paul Julio, Frank Sissini, Mike
Wagner.

Trainer: Herb Minch, Amber Herback.

Doctor: Dr. Robert Jones

Managers: Bob Bruney, Niko Bruney, Rocco
Bruney and Zack Bruney.

8 SEVERAL scholarships were present-
ed during Saturday evening’s pep rally.

Staskey  can  be  reached  at

were chosen late Saturday and announced sstaskey@fimesleaderonfine.com

to the players.

255 Fulton St, -
Wheeling, WV
304-232-2133
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Program openings still remain for the upcoming school year.

Cail the Career Centers for details.




L-STAR FOOTBALL CHARITY CLASSIC

Don’t Blink

56 years goes faster than

you think

years ago. They'll be honored during Sunday's
nwood Union) and Jack Schuetz (Warwood).

OVAC continues to celebrate past all-stars

By JOSH STROPE
Staff Writer

WHELLING - Jack Schuetz
knows it’s going o be an emotional
week for him.

As a player of the West Virginia
squad in the 1954 All-Star Game.
Schuelz was the second member of his
family 1o take part in the annual game.

When he takes the field Sunday at
Wheeling Island Stadium to be recog-
nized during the Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Football Charity Classic. his
Journcy will have come full circle as
he watches his grandson and the sixth
member of the family, Wheeling Cen-
tral’s Jordan Sorge. also don a helmet
and pads.

“l's going to'be emotional and
exciting,”” Schuetz said. *“It's hard to
put a lot of things in words. The whole
family is coming in also because (my
wife. Sandy. and 1) are celebrating our
S0th wedding anniversary and we are
the tirst in the family to do that.

“IUs been quite a July.”

Schuetz, a Warwood graduate and
an OVAC Hall of Famer. remembers
quite a bit about his experience at old
Wheeling Stadium,

During the opening Kickoff, he
missed a wide-open tackle. Not exact-
Iy the way you want Lo start.

But he later made up for it, seoring a

touchdown in a [3-0 West Virginia
victory.

Five years later. he and his wite
were engaged on the same night as the
game, a 7-6 Mountaineers victory.

In the late 70s. Schuetz served as
referee as West Virginia downed Ohio.

Schuetz was recognized as an hon-
orary referee in 2004, a 2]1-7 West
Virginia triumph and the only one for
the Mountaineers in the past 15 years,

Sensing a pattern here? Maybe West
Virginia coach Tom Bruney just found
his secret weapon.

“I'm 4-0 so I've got a little bit of
history with the West Virginia team.""
Schuetz said. *"Hopefully we can
make it 5-0.7"

Many of those old memories came
back Tuesday at WesBanco Arena
when many of the all-stars from the
[953. 1954, and 1955 gathered for a
luncheon to go over Sunday's prepara-
tions.

Schuetz shared stories with guys
like Wheeling High's Dick Edge,
Moundsville's Tom Hill and Benwood
Union’s Rich Canestra. Among his
former teammates at Warwood and in
the all-star game was Chuck Howley. a
former Super Bowl Most Valuable
Player with the Dallas Cowboys.

" "They were a good group of guys
and every time we get together. we

w2,
OVAC All-Star Game b -

o

mention these things.'" Schuetz said.
“It's something you are going to
remember all your life.””

But as much as Schuetz is proud and
honored to be recognized. he's the first
person to tell you that family comes
first. He has already give Sorge some
words of wisdom.

"'l told him that he has to show
things real early in the week because
it’s not a long ‘week.”” Schuetz said.
“'Do things guick like he's done in
everything else. [ am very proud of
what he has accomplished.™

Sorge is just as happy to see his
grandfather there to watch him play.

“"He's been excited for this for
weeks.”" Sorge said. *"He's been
telling me ail about the game he was
in. -

""He's told me a lot stories about
when he was up here. It makes this
game a lot more specijal for me."

Other family members that played
in the game were Pete Schuetz (1946),
Bob Schuetz (1957). Ron Schuetz
(1976). and Brad Sorge (1989). West
Virginia is 3-2 in those games.

Sunday, Wheeling Island Stadium




luncheon. Front row, from left,
(Wheeling),

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

A lot has changed in the Ohio Valley
since 1955,

However, the area’s thirst for prep
football and its ability to churn out top-
notch talent hasn't relented.

Another thing that remains steadfast
is the the Rudy Mumley OVAC AH-Star
Charity Football Classic. which is enter-
ing its 60th edition this summer.

But before the spectacle that area fans
have grown accustomed to currently
came to be. the game went off without
nearly as much hoopla. but just as much,
il not more talent

Some of that talent was on display
Monday afternoon in downtown
Wheeling as the OVAC played host to
some ol the returning members from the
1953, "54 and "55 Ohio and West
Virginia squads for a luncheon to inform
them of plans for the annual reunion.
which takes place during the Mumiey
Classic game at Wheeling island
Stadium,

OVAC Game was once bi

* 1953, 54, 55 ali stars to be recognized
during annual reunion at this year’s classic

Former players from both teams gath-
ered. shared stories and rekindled some
old relationships..

“‘Some of these guys I've seen here, |
hadn’t seen since the actual game.” said
Martins Ferry High graduate Dan
McGrew, who went on to play for
Purdue after taking part in the 1955 all-
Star game. ““What's interesting is talking
to all these guys and seeing where
they’ve been. Some of the guys have had
glamorous lives whereas some of the
guys have worked in a factory or in a
mine or whatever, but basically when
you get back here everyone’s the same.”

Like today, players were only permit-
ted to take part in a certain number of
all-star games per NCAA rules. But
unlike today’s game, college coaches did
a lot of their scouting and recruiting dur-
ing the all-star games.

However, the Division [ pipeline
flowed freely. Along with McGrew.,
Toronto High product Don Sutherin,
who is a former Canadian Football

See, OVAC, Page B2

T-L Photos/SETH STASKEY
PICTURED ARE the 1953 OVAC Ali-Star players who returned for
are Frank Haranzo (Yorkville
Ron Pavloic (Dillonvale), Cecit Huss (
(Follansbee). Back row, from left, are Ted Pavlec
(Wheeling Centrai), Jerry Comer (Linsly) and Bob Mudron (Toronto).

Monday's
), Tom Neuman
Linsly) and Ross Sissini
(Wellsburg), Bob Seyler

A

PICTURED ARE the 1954 OVAC Ali-Star

(Warwood). Second row, from left, are Ralph Anastasia

(Warren Consolidated).
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players who returned for Monday's
luncheon at WesBanco Arena. Front row, from left, are Don Sutherin (Toronto),
Tom Hill (Moundsville), Kenny Mikes (Sistersville) and Jack Schuetz
{Follansbee), Paul
Parker (Jefferson Unian), Nick Nardo {New Cumberland) and Ed Skocik

r?

T-L PhotesSETH STASKEY
PICTURED ARE the 1955 OVAC All-Star players who returned for Monday's

luncheon at WesBanco Arena. Front row, from lefl, are Mitch Toto

(Adena), Don

Denne (Steubenville Central), Bill Mosblack (Steubenville Central), John Henry
Martin (Wellsville) and Mike Falbo (Follansbee). Back row, from left, are Rich
Wilinski (Foilansbee), Dan McGrew {Martins Ferry), Roger High (Moundsville),

Ron Miller (Linsly), Joe Davis (Bridgeport) and Carl Huber (Jefferson Union)
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League player and coach.
was scouted and recruited to
Ohio State University by
Woody Hayes during the
OVAC game.

Sutherin turned down an
invitation to the state ol
QOhio's premier ali-star
game that season because it
conflicted with the OVAC
game. _

1 am a firm believer
that T wanted to play my last
(high school) game in front
of the people | played for
when 1 was in high school,™
Sutherin said. 1 thought
long and hard about i
because 1 knew there would
he a lot of scouts at that
game.””

McGrew actually took
part in the state’s all-star
game in Canton and imme-
diately alter the game
returned to the Ohio Valley
1o begin preparations for the
OVAC gamc.

**The stale game was
nothing.”” McGrew said.
“The OVAC Game was the
biggest thing. We had
10.000 people in the stands
at the game and it meant
something to play m this
game.”’

The scouts knew all
aboul Sutherin seeing as
though he had 76 collegiate
offers as a kicker before set-
tling on the Buckeycs.

1t worked out beautiful-
ly.”” Sutherin said. *°l never
looked back on my decision
to play in this game. 1 was
always an OSU fan.” .

Sutherin, whao resides In
Hartville, Ohio, near
Canton, kicked the game-
winning field goal in the
1958 Rose Bowl, which
lifted the Buckeyes (o the
national ¢championship.

Belore he received his
letter in the mail about the
reunion  from OVAC
Exccutive Secrctary Tom
Rataiczak, Sutherin had no
idea about the events, which
have been taking place for
three years.

1t was greal to come
back and see all the guys
and talk about the things
that happened during and
before the game.”” Sutherin
said. **1 made a lot of good
friends during thalt game
and that's what it’s all
about. Camaraderie is what
it’s all about.”’

McGrew. who still
resides in the Ohio Valley,
had been following the
reunions the last few sum-
mers, but admits he was
awaiting his class’s oppor-
tunity to get back together.

“We've all gol egos and
anybody who says they
don’t like to be remembered
is a Har,”” McGrew said, 1
was fortunate to play at
Purdue and in the NFL. but
once you leave high school

it’s a_job, and [ remember
| the good things about high
school football more than
any of the others.”

Staskey can be reached at
ssuwskey@inesleccdronline cont

Lo ]
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Photo by Seth Staskey
Pictured are the 1955 OVAC All-Star players who returned for Monday's luncheon at WesBanco Arena. Front row, from
left. are Mitch Toto {Adena). Don Denne (Steubenville Central), Bill Mosblack (Steubenville Ceniral), John Henry Mar-
tin (Wellsville) and Mike Falbo (Follansbee). Back row, from left, are Rich Wilinski (Follansbee), Dan McGrew (Martins

Ferry), Roger High (Moundsville), Ron Miller (Linsly), Joe Davis (Bridgeport

) and Carl Huber (Jefferson Union).

OVAC Calls All Stars

Teams from 1953-55 to be
celebrated during classic

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register
WHEELING — A lot has

changed in the Ohio Valley
since 1955.

However, the area’s thirst
for prep football and its abil-
ity to churn out top-notch
talent hasn’t relented.

Another thing that remains
steadfast is the the Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic,
which 1s entering its 60th
edition this summer.

But before the spectacle
that area fans have grown
accustomed to currently
came 10 be. the game went
off without nearly as much
hoopla. but just as much. if
not more talent.

Some of that talent was on
display Monday afternoon in
downtown Wheeling as the
OVAC played host to some
of the returning members
from the 1953, "54 and "55
Ohio and Westl Virginia
squads for a luncheon to
inform them of plans for the
annual reunion. which takes
place during the Mumley

Classic game at Wheeling
Island Stadium.

Former players from both
teams gathered. shared sto-
ries and rekindled some old
relationships.

“Some of these guys I've
seen here. | hadn’t seen since
the actual game.”’ said Mar-
tins Ferry High graduate Dan
McGrew, who went on to play
for Purdue after taking part in
the 1955 all-star game.
“*What's interesting is talking
to all these guys and seeing
where they've been. Some of
the guys have had glambrous
lives whereas some of the
guys have worked in a factory
or in a mine or whatever. but
basically when you get back
hére everyone's the same.™

Like today, players were
only permitted to take part in
a certain number of all-star
games per NCAA rules. Bul
unlike today’'s game. college
coaches did a lot of their
scouting and recruiting dur-
ing the all-star games.

However, the Division |
pipeline flowed freely. Along
with McGrew. Toronto High

“I was fortunate to play at Purdue and in the
NFL, but ence you leave high school it’s a job,
and I remember the good things about high
school football more than any of the others.”

Dan McGrew

product Don Sutherin. who is
an OVAC Hall of Famer and
a former Canadian Football
League player and coach.
was scouted and recruited to
Ohio State University by
Woody Hayes during the
OVAC game.

Sutherin turned down an
invitation to the state of
Ohio’s premicr all-star game
that season because it con-
flicted with the OVAC game.

“I am a firm believer that
| wanted to play my last
(high school) game in front
of the people | plaved for
when | was in high school.””
Sutherin said. I thought
long and hard about It
because 1 knew there would
be a lot of scouts at that
game.”’

McGrew actually took part
in the state’s all-star game in

Canton and immediately
after the game returned to
the Ohio Valley to begin
preparations for the OVAC
game.

**The state game was
nothing.”” McGrew said.
“The OVAC Game was the
biggest thing. We had
10,000 people in the stands
at the game and it meant
something to play in this
game.”’

The scouts knew all about
Sutherin seeing as though he
had 76 collegiate offers as a
kicker before scttling on the
Buckeyes.

It worked out beautiful-
ly.”" Sutherin said. "l never
looked back on my decision
to play in this game. 1 was
always an OSU fan.”

See, Stars, Page 20
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Continmued from page 15

Sutherin. who resides in
Hartville. Ohio, near Can-
ton. kicked the game-win-
ning field goal in the 19358
Rose Bowl., which lifted
the Buckeyves to the
national championship.

Before he received his
letter in the mail about the
reunion from OVAC Exec-
utive Secretarv Tom
Rataiczak. Sutherin had no
idea about the events.
which have been taking
place for three years,

that game and that’s what
it’s all about. Camaraderie
15 what it's all about.™
McGrew. who still
resides in the Ohio Valley,
had been following the
reunions the last few sum-
mers, but admits he was
awaiting his class’s oppor-
tunity to get back together.
“"We've all got egos and
anybody who says they
don’t like to bé remem-
bered is a Har.”” McGrew
said. *'I was fortunate to

It was great to come  play at Purdue and in the

[ back and see all the guys NFL. but once you leave
and talk about the things high school it’s a job. and
that happened during and [ remember the good

before Lthe game.™”

things about high school

Sutherin said, **I made a football more than any of
| lot of gocd friends during the others.™

‘ Pictured at top are the 1953 QVAC All-Star

Frank Haranzo {Yorkville), Tom Neuman (Wheeling),
| {Follansbee). Back row, from left, are Ted Pavlec {
| and Bob Mudron (Toronto). Picured at bottom are t

he 1954 OVAC All-Star

players who returned for Monda

Ron Pavicic (Dillonvale), Cecil Huss (
Wellsburg), Bob Seyler (

AgpreCIatlon

Photos by Seth Staskey

y's luncheon. Front row, from left, are
Linsly) and Ross Sissini

Wheeling Central), Jerry Comer (Linsly)

players who returned for Monday's lunch-
(Toronto}, Tom Hill (Moundsville), Kenny Mikes (Sis-

ow, from left, are Ralph Anastasia (Follansbee), Paul Parker {Jeffer-
and Ed Skocik {(Warren Consolidated).

eon at WesBanco Arena. Front row, from left, are Don Sutherin
| tersville) and Jack Schuetz (Warwood). Second r
| son Union), Nick Nardo (New Cumbertand)

| Getting
Together

With Oid
Friends

OVAC will again honor
ex-all-star participants

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING — A lot has changed in
the Ohio Valley since 1955,

However. the area’s thirst for prep
football and its ability 1o churn out top-
notch talent hasn’t relented.

Another thing that remains steadfast
15 the the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Charity Football Ciassic. which is
eniering its 60th edition this summer.

But before the spectacle that arca
fans have grown accustomed to current-
lv came to be. the game went off with-
out nearly as much hoopla. but just as
much. if not more talent

Some of that talgnt was on display
Monday afterncon in downtown
Wheeling as the OVAC played host to
some of the returning members from
the 1953, °54 and "55 Ohio and West
Virginia squads for a luncheon to
inform them of plans for the annual

rcunion. which takes place during the
Mumliey Classic game at Wheeling
Island Stadium.

Former players from both teams
gathered. shared stories and rekindled
some old relationships.

“"Some of these guys I've seen here.
I hadn’t seen since the actual game.”
said Martins Ferry High graduate Dan
MeGrew. who went on to play for Pur-
due after taking part in the 1955 all-
star game. ““What's interesting is talk-
ing 1o all these guys and seeing where
they've been. Some of the guys have

had glamorous lives whereas some of
the guys have worked in a factory or in
a mine or whatever, but basically when
you get back herc cveryone’s the
same.

Like today, players were only per-
mitted 1o take part in a certain number
of ali-star games per NCAA rules. But
unlike today’s game. college coaches
did a lot of their scouting and recruiting
during the all-star zames.

However. the Division I pipeline
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Friends

(Continued from Page 15)

flowed freely. Along
with McGrew, Toronto
High product Don
Sutherin, who is an
OVAC Hall of Famer and
a former Canadian Foot-
ball League player and
coach. was scouted and
recruited to Ohio State
University by Woody
Hayes during the OVAC
game,

Sutherin turned down
an invitation to the state
of Ohio’s premier all-star
game that season because
it conflicted with the
OVAC game.

“I'am a firm believer
that I wanted to play my
last (high school) game

in front of the people I
played for when I was in
high school,”” Sutherin
said. ‘I thought long and
hard about 1t because |
knew there would be a ot
of scouts at that game.”’

McGrew actually took
part in the state’s all-star
game in Canton and
immediately after the
game returned to the
Ohio Valley to begin
preparations for the
OVAC game.

‘‘The state game was
nothing,”” McGrew said.
““The OVAC Game was
the biggest thing. We had
10,000 people in the
stands at the game and it
meant something to play

MARCH IS

FURD TRUGE
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in this game.””

The scouts knew all
about Sutherin seeing as
thougit he had 76 colle
giate offers as a kicker
before settling on the
Buckeyes.

‘It worked out beauti-
fully,”” Sutherin said. ']
never looked back on my
decision to play in this
game. | was always an
OSU fan.”

Sutherin, who resides
in Hartviile, Ohio, near
Canton, kicked the game-
winning field goal in the
1958 Rose Bowl, which
lifted the Buckeyes to the
national championship.

Before he received his
letter in the mail about
the reunion from QVAC
Executive Secretary Tom
Rataiczak, Sutherin had
no idea about the events,
which have been taking
place for three years.

“It was great to come
back and see all the guys

and lalk about the things
that happened during and
before the game,”’
Sutherin said. “‘I made a
lot of good friends during
that game and that’s what
it’s all about. Cama-
raderic is what it’s all
about.”

McGrew. who still
resides in the Ohio Val-
ley. had been following
the reunions the last few
summers, but admits he
was awaiting his class’s
opportunity to get back
together.

“*We've all got cgos
and anybody who says
they don't like to be
remembered is a liar,”
McGrew said. ‘I was
fortunate to play at Pur-
due and in the NFL. but
once you leave high
school it’s a job, and I
remember the good
things about high school
football more thar any of |
the others.™’
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