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All-Star blowouts 
Ohio girls score 100 in 
rout of West Virginia 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

In Jlk,tar game\. team:.. ju~t ~eem to go with the flow. 
Ohio·, girls di ll j u~t that Sunday afternoon and it worked like a 

charm. 
Leading wire lo wire. the Lady Bud.eyes put forth a huge run 

in each of the two halve~ and cruised to a I 00-68 victory against 
We\t Virginia during the annual Samuel A. Mumley Memorial 
OV AC All -Star 
Game. 

··There were some 
time~ during the game 
when we were ~lug
gish."" Yates said. 
::But. once we got 
going in the flow-of 
the l!amc. we made 
~omc steals and were 
able to convert:· 

The Lady 
Buckeve~ were in the 
flow c:,rlv and built a 
I6-point ·Iead at half
time. 

"' We hat.I a r.:-al ly 
good group:· Yates 
said. ·-r rn honored to 
have had the cbance 

• . ~ 10 work. with them. I~ 
~ a:.. a fun group to be 
around anti they really 
enjoyed playing the 
l!UlllC ... 
• Unlike 
OVAC All Star 
Games. Yate!> and her :..,· ~ "' 
coaching staff opted i...i. ....... -~-_,.;i,~---------=:...J 

against the balanced BRIDGEPORT'S Rachel Benda 
five-player group~ and_ makes a move in the lane against 
went with a ~roup ot Parkersburg South's Jessica Moore 
,even and eight and during Sunday's OVAC All-Star 
~ubbecl freely with the Game. 
rc\pcctl\ c group,. but 
utli7ed lhc group, tor 
111 e,, cnce a half each. Each group played half of each half. . 

"The 1alent le\'el was pretty much equal." Yates said. "We 
thought it wou ld he lp m letting the girls get into the tlow of the 
game rather than playing for a stretch and then coming out. It was 
more ol a game like ,iruation during their stretches of the game." 

It certainly paid dividend,. 
The Lady M ountaineer~ scratched and clawed their way back 

into the game in the second half. They were as close as two at 55-· 
5] after -;coring 16 of the first 20 second-half point~. 

During the run. the Ohio coaches didn ·t panic. electing to let s 

See, GIRLS, Page 82 

ST. 
CLAIRSVILLE'S 
Brooke Cenkus 
goes up for a 
shot against 
Parkersburg 
South's Asia 
Greenleaf dur
ing Sunday's 
OVAC Samuel 
A. Mumley All 
Star Basketball 
Classic at Ohio 
University 
Eastern. 
Cenkus scored 
13 points In 
Ohio's 100-68 
victory. 
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Ohio boys drilled, 92-76 

RIVER'S 
Dylan Potts 

goes up for a 
three-point • 

shot against 
Weir High's 

Shawn Burns 
during 

Sunday's 
Samuel A. 

MumleyOVAC 
All-Star 

Basketball 
Classic at 

OUE. Potts led 
all scorers in 

the game with 
22 points. 

By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Games are obviously not .played on 
paper. 

However. Sunday·s boys game during 
the annual Samuel A. Mumley OV AC All
Star Classic might as well have been. 

West Virginia came into the game with 
what appeared to be a talented corp of play
ers especially on the interior. while Ohio 
came in with talented players of its own. but 
just not as talented. 

And i t showed on the floor in~1de the 
Health and Phvs1cal Education Center on the 
campus of Ohio Universi ty Eastern in St. 
Clairsville. 

The Mountaineers used a late first-half 
run and then an early second-half run to pull 
away from their crms-river rivals en route to 
a 92-76 victory. 

· ·Tm not !!Oing to make excuses because 
sometimes the other team·s players are just 
better and you get beat:· !-.aid Harri~on 

' Central and Ohio head coach Justin Clifford . 
...-i'FT.TiI lRJ\Q,,, , _ _,_, "But. in the _grand ~cherne of tlung,. this h 



All-Star· 
Ohio girls score 100 in 
rout of West Virginia 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 
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Ohio boys drilled, 92-76 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Games are obviously not played on 
paper. 

However. Sunday"s boys game during 
the annual Snmuel A. Mumley OV AC All
Star Cla-.,ic might as well have been. 

West Virginia came into the game wilh 
what appeared to be a talented corp of play
ers especially on the interior. while Ohio 
came in with talented player~ of 11, own. but 
just not as talented. 

And it showed on the floor 111-..ide the 
Health and Physical Education Center on the 
campu~ of Ohio Univcr,ity Ea,tern in St. 
Clairsville. 

The Mountaineer, used a late first-half 

run and then an early \econd-half run to pull 
away from their cros~-ri\er rival-. en route to 
a 92-76 victory. 

"I'm not gomg to make e>-.cuses because 
sometimes the other team· s player~ are just 
better and you get beat:· said Harrison 
Central and Ohio head coach Ju~tin Clifford. 
··But. in the grand ,cheme of things. this is 
an al!-,tar game and the kid~ had fun no 
matter what-the outcome wa~. •• 

The Buckeye owned a ~lim 25-23 lead 
with about ei!!hl minute~ to iw in the half 
after Bella1re·s Levi Cro7ter talltcd. 

See, BOYS, Page 82 

BELLAIRE'$ Levi Crozier goes up for a 

shot over Brooke's Justin Sabo during 

Sunday's Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All

Star Basketball Game. 
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Bonds proud of McGwire ·tor coming clean 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 

- Horne run king Barry 
Bond~ said he is --proud·· of 
,;lugger Mark McGwire for 
returning to baseball as the 
St. Louis Cardinals· hitting 
coach and for admitting hi\ 
use of performancc-cnhanc. 
mg drugs. 

.. , have a really good 
friendship with Mark 
McGwire. 1 ·m proud of 
him:· Bond!. said Sunday. 
··we·ve had a great rela
tionship throughout our 
entire lives and lhroughout 
our career. 

I· m proud of what he 

did. I'm happy for him:· 
While Bonds didn"t rule 

out also going into coach
ing one day. his ~ix-minute 
session with the media was 
stopped after the question 
about McGwire. 

In January. McGwire 
ended more than a decade 
of denials and eva~ion and 
finally acknowledged he 
u~ed \teroids and human 
growth hormone during his 
career. including in 1998 
when he hit 70 home runs 
and broke the :-.ingle-season 
record. 

Bonds. who topped that 

mark when he hit 73 
homers in 200 I. has long 
denied ever knowingly 
using \tero1ds or perform
ance-enhancers in his pur
suit of the career home run 
record - arguably the 
most prized record in all of 
American :-.port~. 

Bonds was indicted on 
charges he lied m 2003 to a 
fede;al grand jury investi
gating BALCO. the Bay 
Area Laboratory Co
Operative. and obstructed 
justice. 

McGwire was told of 
Bond~· comments 1n 

Milwaukee. where the 
Cardinals were playing the 
Brewers. 

··1t'!. very cool. Barry is a 
great player. was a great 
player in this game. many 
MVPs:· McGwire said. 
·The guy could do it all. It 
makes me feel really good. 
It's really cool to be back in 
the game. rm a big boy. I 
understand that thmgs hap- • 
pen in your life and you· ve 
got to confront them. and 
you also have to move on 
from them and learn from 
them:· 

• Boys------------------
continued from Page B1 

However. from there. it 
was lights out for the 
Buckeyes. 

West Virginia proceeded 
to score 13 points in a row. 
including nine from Oak 
Glen·s Clay Owings who 
demonstrated the ability to 
score in a bevy of way\ 
from both the in~ide and 
outside. 

A two and a three from 
Crozier ju!.t before half • 
allowed the Buckeyes to 
inch within eight al the 
intermission. 

Soon after Shadyside's 
Justin Andes outshot 
Steubenville Central ·s 
Justin Teramana in the 
three-point shootout. Ohio 
scored first in the second 
half. 

However. West Virginia 
answered with a I 5-0 run. 

While it was the likes of 
Owings. Weir High's L.J. 
Campbell and Magno I ia • s 
Jared Blatt who many 
expected lo shine against an 
under-sized Ohio squad. it 
was the West Virginia 
backcourt. which came up 

• big in the second half. 
Weir High·s Shawn 

Burns. Wheeling Park·s 
Shaun Black and John 
Man,halr!, Jeremy Hays all 
~hined in the game. The lat
ter two scored during the 
West Virginia run in the 
!.Ccond half and Burns fin 
ished with nine points. but 

Photo/PAUL KRAJNYAK 

SHADYSIDE'S Nick Schuetz goes up for a shot in 
the lane during Sunday's OVAC All-Star Game. 

wa~ the ultimate floor gen
eral throughout the contest 
on both end~. 

The lead swelled to as 
many 28 in the second half 
before Ohio added some 
window dressing late in the 
conte~t. 

r, 

--1 think West Virginia 
had eight practices and we 
had some scheduled. but we 
ju~t couldn ·1 get everyone 
there together because of 
spring sports. Easter and 
other commitments." 
Clifford said. --some of the 

guys I just met today and I 
told the kids I wasn ·1 going 
to yell. I think West 
Virginia had more mtensity 
and wanted it more than we 
did . but again. everyone 
had a good time and it·~ 
still an all-star game:· 

Owings led the balanced 
Mountaineers w i th 1 7 
points. Burns finished with 
nine and Wheeling 
Central"s Jordan Sorge and 
Wheeling Park·s Richard 
Hall evenly di vided 14 
points. 

Ohio. meanwhi le. was 
led by River High·s Dylan 
Potts who scored 22 points. 
including a perfect 6-of-6 
effort from behind the arc. 

.. I didn • t shoot many 
threes all season and I was 
just having fun today and 
the shots were coming 
along:· Potts said. --other 
than the outcome. the game 
was a blast. West Virginia 
had a really good team~ and 
we j ust couldn ·1 get the job 
done:· 

Crozier. meanwhile. fin
ished with I 7 points in top 
support of Potts. 

··obviously. lo~ing isn·t 
any fun. but the who le 
experience of playing with 
these guys and meeting 
them was really fun.·· 
Crozier said . .. , really like 
how during the season 
everyone·s like enemies. 
but you come here and 
meet everyone. you make 
friends and real ize there 
aren ·1 any bad guys:· 

Ohio held a 47-43 edge 
on the glass. The Buckeyes 
were guilty of 28 turnovers. 
which was I 3 more than 
the winners. 

Scoring: 

Pho/o/PAUL KRAJNYAK 

BEALLSVILLE'S Tori Jarrett -- who led Ohio with 18 
points -- shares a moment with Steubenville's 
AunDrea West on the bench at Sunday's OVAC All
Star Game. 

• Girls 
Continued from Page 81 

the game run its course rather than try to stop the bleeding 
with a timeout. 

--1 thought about calling a timeout. but we worked out 
of it." Yates said. ··we only had a couple of practices and I 
just thought we· d work out of it and we did." 

Indian Creek"s duo of Meghan Billick and Ty Harris 
helped stop the Lady Buckeyes' bleeding when they con
verted on back-to-back trips. That ignited a 14-2 Ohio 
run. which saw a conventional three-point play from 
Buckeye Trail"s Julie Bates and a triple from Bamesville's 
Mariah Miller. Miller then proceeded to record a steal. 
drive and hoop. 

Another empty West Virginia trip resulted in 
Meadowbrook's Bre-Z Jones getting her feet set in the left 
corner and dialing long distance. Fort Frye's Ashley Okey 
- who won the three-point shootout at halftime - then 

connected on her third 3-pointer of the game. 
Beallsville·s Tori Jarrett - who will take part in this 

weekend'\ Ohio North-South Game - demonstrated her 
range during the next Lady Buckeyes· spurt. She would 
eventually pick up a loose ball and knock home another 
three. which gave Ohio the I DO-point mark. 

--1 don·I know what it was. but I was feeling it from 
three today:· Jarrett said. --1 got some open looks. This 
was an amazing experience. and I am so glad I got a 
chance to play in this game." 

All told. Jarrett led all scorers in the game with I 8 
points. 

St. Clairsville's Brooke Cenkus played just like she did 
all season for Bruce Stiles and the Lady Red Devils and 
that was with reckless abandon on the interior. 

··1 just tell myself to never give up regardless of how 
big the girls I am playing against are."' Cenkus said. "'I try 
to make myself as big as possible and then use my athleti
cism. This was a great experience and I wouldn ·1 have 
wanted it any other way. These girls were a lot of fun to 
be around and get to know:· 

Cenkus turned in I 3 points and had six rebounds for 
the Ohioans. who had every member of their team score. 

Jones and Okey both finished with nine points. 
Bridgeport·s Rachel Benda had eight po ints. five 
rebounds. four assists and blocked a shot. 

West Virginia was led by Parkersburg SouIh·s Asia 
Greenleaf who had 12 points. Bishop Donahue·s Lacey 
Hampton had nine tallies. 

Ohio held a 50-45 edge on the boards and overcame 
30 turnovers. The Lady Mounties were led by Greenleaf 
on the boards as well with eight caroms. They turned the 
ball over 31 times. 

Scorin° : 

WESTVIRGINIA (92) 
Anderson 2, 2-3 6; Black 2, 1-2 
6; Blatt 2. 0-0 4: Burns 4, 0-0 9; 
Campbell 3, 0·0 6; Hall 3. 1-1 
7; Hays 2, 2-2 6; Owings 6, 4-4 
17; Poling 2. 0-0 4; Sabo 2, 0-0 
6; Smith 1, 0-0 2; Snyder 2. 0-0 
5; Sorge 3. 1-2 7; Hood 2. 0-0 
S; Huggins 1, 0-0 2; Totals: 37, 
11-14 92. OHIO (76) - Andes 
0, 0-0 0; Burress 1. 0-4 2; 
Crozier 7, 2-2 17; Foreman 3, 
1 • 1 7; Macon 1, 0-0 3; Maleski 
0, 0-0 O; Nelson 1, 0-0 2; 
Phillips 0, 0-0 0 ; Potts 7, 2·2 
22; Rataiczak 1, 0-0 2; Rine 0, 
0-0 O; Schuetz 2, 0-0 4; Slavik 
1, 0-0 3; Teramana 4, 0-0 10; 
Tracey 2, 0-0 4: Totals: 30, 5-9 
76. 

Three-Point Goals: WV -
Black, Burns, Owings. Sabo 
(2}, Hood, Snyder. OH -
Crozier, Potts (6). Macon. 
Teramana (2), Slavik. 

WEST tr1RGINIA (68) - Bertozzi 1, 2-4 4; Bragg 1, 0-0 2; 
Carpenter 0, 0-0 O; A. Creighton 1, 4-4 6; Fisher 0, 4-4 4; Gorby 4, 
0-1 11 : Gossett 1, 0·0 2; Greenleaf 4, 4·5 12; Hampton 4, 1·2 9; 
McElhaney 0, 0-0 0 ; Moore 3, 0·0 6; Robinson 0, 0-0 0: Slater 2, 
0-0 5; Young 2, 1-2 5; C. Creighton 0, 2-4 2: Totals: 23, 18-26 68. 
OHIO (100) - Bales 1, 1-1 3; Benda 4, 0-0 8: Bill ick 2, 2·2 6: 
Cenkus 6, 1-6 13; Garlick 1. 0·O 2: Davis 3, 0-1 6; Frohnapfel 0, 2· 
6 2; Harris 1. 2-2 4; Jarrett 6, 2-2 1 B; Johnson 3, 0-0 6; Jones 3, 1-
3 9; Kehn 1, 0-0 2: Miller 2, 0-0 5; Okey 3, 0·0 9; West 3, 0-0 7; 
Totals: 39, 11-24 100. 

Sra,vkey can be reached az 
:,.va<ky@tiJrr.?slm:Jem1f~lWI 

Three-Point Goals: WV - Gorby (3). Slater. OH - Miller, 
Okey (3). Jarrett (4), Jones (2), West. 

Stasker • can he r eac hed at 
ssraskey@;i111esleadero11/i11e.com 

.. w-HA_r_F-AM-1-Lv_F_u_N_,s_A_L_L _Ae_o_u_r .. ! ·Wade sti 11 
unsure of 
summer 

•Golf• Sporting Clays 

• Trillium Spa , Fishing 

• Dining • Entertainment 

•Lodging· Alpine Slide NEW YORK (AP) -
Dwyane Wade still doesn·t 
want to rule himself out yet 
for the world champi 
onships this summer. even 
wi th fam i ly reason~ th at 

'' ' • . ....... . ,,. 
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Marinacci to be Honored 
By SETH ST ASKEY 

For the News-Register 
Bellaire High School has produced a 

lot of memorable basketball games 
throughout its history. . 

A lot or those games have come down 
to the wire. but the -;coreboard operallon 
has never been an 1s~ue because ot the 
,;teady hand of William ··see Bee" Mari
n.icci. 

For the past 24 years. Marinacci has 
been at the controls of the clock and 
~coreboard of the girb • basketball games. 
He·~ been in charge of the scoreboard for 
the pa,t 23 year:, for boys basketball. 

··i-ve probabl) been doing it for too 
long now." Marinacci Joked. --1 really 
enjoy doing it. I figure I am going to be 
going to the games anyway and it"s a way 
10 help the kids and coaches ... 

Marinacci has been selected to receive 
the annual Tom Rataiczal- OV AC Score 
keeper's Award at the OVAC All-Star 
Game. which i<; slated for Sunday. April 
I I at Ohio Universitv Eastern. 

Ironically. Marinacci has spent hi-. 
entire tour of duty at the Big Reds· boys 
basketball scoring table sittin¥ next to 
Rataiczak. who's kept the Big Reds' 
scorebook for many years. 

"Rat was actually the guy who called 
and told me I received the award.'" Mari• 
nacci Si!id. ·Tve worked with him my 
entire time and I've always had a great 
deal of respect for him both as a teacher 
and now with the OV AC. It's a thrill to 
win an award that's named after him." 

Former Big Reds· girls· basketball 
coach Gregg Bonar~gol Marinacci 
involved with running the scoreboard and 
he's had a permanentseat since. 

·-r ve got no idell how many games 
I"ve done:· Marinacci said. "I know Rat 
keeps track of his games. 'but I have no 
clue It's heen a 101. .. 

There·, been ~nrne moment~ ol trepi
dation at the table for Mllrinacci over the 
year:-.. but not man}. 

·-rve only had one coach ever question 
me on startin~ and ,topping the clock." 
Marinacci !>aid. "He later laughed about 
it. but there have been time~ when the 

horn didn"t sound 
because there was a 
wrestling match the 
night before and it was
n ·1 turned back on or 
something." 

Along the way. Man
nacci ·s seen plenty of 
good player, and team, 
come through the rank!>. 

Marinacci One of the~ games that 
!>licks out was a IO 7-

1 03 Big Reds' loss to Shadyside during 
the 1977 season. He also lim the 1994 
season as one of his most exciting. That's 
when the Big Reds posted their fin,t 
undefeated !,Cason. 

··You really feel like you·re parJ of the 
game." Marinacci said. 

"You·ve got to pay attention closely or 
the people sitting behind you are 
yelling." 

As for the future at the Bellaire table. 
Marinacci plays it year-to-year. 

"If they need me. I will continue to do 
it." Marinacci admitted. 

"I'd actually like to retire from it. but 
if there·s no one to do it. I will continue." 

Along with running the scoreboard. 
Marinacci has been the equipment man
ager at Bellaire for 25 years. He ·s also 
the public address announcer at the 
games. 
~ Marinacci coached the Lady Reds' 
softball team for 14 years and won four 
OV AC titles. two sectional titles and was 
named OVAC Softball Coach of the Year 
in 1984. 

Field design has become a passion for 
Marinacci as well. He's designed and 
painted logos on field s for ~Bellaire. 
Meadowbrook. 

Barnesville. St. Clairsville. Shadyside. 
Union Local and Bridgeport. 

Somehow. Marinacci has found time to 
~erve the Vill c.1 \!C of Bellaire a!> a council
man for 30 year.\. 

Bee Bee and hi~ wife. Christy. recently 
celebrated their 40th anntver~ary. The 
couple ha~ three children. Billy. Mark 
and Michelle Thorp. as well a!> three 
grandchildren. 

Smyth Earns Saffield A ward 
Bv SETH ST ASKEY 

For the News-Register 
Ron Smyth'!, coaching career indicate~ 

why Ir'~ good to pay allention to the 
i!dvice of your parenb. 

Having no de~ire 10 really get into 
girh • ba!>l-.etball coaching. Smvth 
~topped JI his parenh hou:-.e when· he 
was JU,t out of the college and coaching 
the Springfield LocJI freshman ~quad. 

Smyth", dad told him the head drh' 
coaching job at Stanton wa, ope1i and 
thought he should apply. 

He heeded his dad ·s advice and 
applied. He v.as hired and since then has 
become one of the area·., mo,t re<,pccted 
g1r1,· ba~l-elbJII co.id1es ,tfter mal-in!! 
;tops at Jefferson l 'nion. Edison South 
and Edi,on Local before \lepping down a 
fe\\- ,ea<;ons ,tgo. -

"I had ,ome great pl.tyer!>. great as\" 
tants and great support from the schools 
and parenh ... Smyth ,aid. "It tal-.es com
mitment from a lot of people to make a 
program worl- .. 

Smyth own, a career record of 2 5 J • 
t 82 and now he's added the Rich 
Safficld Girl, Ba,ketball Coach A ward 
to his resume. The award will be present 
cd during next Sunday·s Samuel A. 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball 
Ch1,s1c at Ohio Univer,1ty Ea,tern. 

Smyth ha, had t~> undergo rebu_Ilding 
Job:-. as well a, takmg over consolidated 
schoo l <; dur1nl! hi s tenure a<; a head 
coJch. When he-wa!, hired at St.inion. the 
Raider'> were com111l! off a 1-20 cam
paign ,.md then when fie tool- the J-U job. 
the Yellow Jacket~ were 0-21 . 

Smyth enJoyed his b1gge~1 success at 
Edison South and had expected a big 
,eason. but South and Edi .,on North 

merged 10 Edi!>On 
Local. 

"We tool- a step 
badward during the 

1 comol1dation." S~myth 
' said. ··Both South and 

North had five senior!> 
coming back plu" a 
sprinkle of underclass
men. who were more 

Smyth than capable of con
tributing. 

··we hated to see thathappen through 
consolidation. so it was tough to find 
playing time for all of the ~players." 
Smyth -;aid. "We jus;t couldn't put it 
together and mesh very well." 

The .1975 Springfield High grad!,late 
led Edr,on to the 2003 OVAC tttle. 
which had been the school'~ only title 
until thi, year's team captured the 3-A 
hardware. 

Hi, best year at Edhon was in 2002 
when the Wildcats fimshed 21-2. Smyth 
was honored with Eastern Di:-.trict and 
District V coach of the year honors. He 
v. as also chosen to coach the OV AC. 
District V and Ohio North-South All
Star Game).. 

Smyth hasn ·t ruled out returning to the 
bench at sometime during his career. 

"I still have the hu~nger to coach 
again:· Smyth said. ·-rm still very com
petitive:· 

Smyth. who ,erves on the OV AC Bas
ketball Championship committee. is the 
Edi,on athletic, director. 

Ron and hi~ wife. Nancy. have been 
married for almm,t 28 years and have 
two children. Their daughter. Kim. 1s an 
undergrad at Akron and~ their son. Mark. 
is a ,ophomorc at Edison. 
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Marinacci to 
be recognized 
at OVAC game 
• Veteran timer wins Rataiczak award 
By SETH STASKEV 
limes Leader Sports Editor 

Bellaire High School has produced a lot of memorable 
basketball games throughout its history 

A lot of those games have come down to the wire. but 
the scoreboard operation has never been an issue becau~c 
of the -;teady hand of William "Bee Bee'" Marinacci. 

For the past 24 years, Marinacci has been at the con
trols of the clock and scoreboard of the girb • basketball 
games. He ·s been in charge of the scoreboard for the past 
23 years for boys basketball. 

''I've probably been doing it for too long now:· 
Marinacci joked. ··1 really enjoy 
doing it. I figure I am going to 
be going to the games anyway 
and it's a way to help the kids 
and coaches:· 

Marinacci has been selected 
to receive the annual Torn 
Rataiczak OVAC Scorekeeper's 
Award at the OVAC All-Star 
Game. which is slated for 
Sunday. April 11 at Ohio 
University Eastern. 

Ironically. Marrnacci has 
spent his entire tour of duty at 
the Big Reds' boys basketball 
scoring table ~itting next to 
Rataiczak, who's kept the Big Reds' scorebook for many 
years. 

"Rat wa~ actually the guy who called and told me I 
received the award." Marinacci ~aid. ·-rve worked with 
him my entire time and I've always had a great deal ot 
respect for him both as a teacher and now with the 
OV AC. It's a thrill to win an award that's named after 
him.'' 

Former Big Reds' girls' basketball coach Gregg Bonar 
got Marinacci involved with runnmg the scoreboard and 
he"s had a permanent seat since. 

·Tve got no idea how many games I've done:· 
Marmacci ~aid. "'l know Rat keeps track of hi~ games. but 
I have no clue. It"s been a lot." 

There's been some moments of trepidation at the table 
for Marinacci over the years. but not many. 

"I've only had one coach ever question me on starting. 
and stopping the clock:' Marinacci said. 

"'He later laughed about it. but there have been times 
when the horn dido 't sound because there wa~ a wrestling 
match the night before and it wasn't turned back on or 
something.•· 

Along the way, Marinacci's seen plenty of good play 
ers and teams come through the ranks. One of the game, 
that sticks out was a I 07-103 Big Reds' loss to 
Shady~ide during the 1977 season. 

He also lists the I 994 season as one of his most excit
ing. That's when the Big Reds posted their first undefeat· 
ed season. 

"You really feel like you·re part of the game:· 
Marinacci said. "You·ve got to pay attention closely or 
the people sitting behind you are yelling:· 

As for the future at the Bellaire table. Marinacci plays 
it year-to-year. 

"If they need me. I will continue to do it." Marinacci 
admitted. ··rct actually like to retire from it. but if there·s 
no one to do it. I will continue." 

Along with running the scoreboard. Marinacci has been 
the equipment manager at Bellaire for 25 years. He's also 
the pub I ic address announcer at the games. 

Marinacci coached the Lady Reds' softball team for 14 
years and won four OV AC titles. two sectional titles and 
was named OV AC Softball Coach of the Year in I 984. 

Field design has become a passion for Marinacci as 
well. He·s designed and painted logos on field s for 
Bellaire. Meadowbrook. Barnesville. St. Clairsville. 
Shadyside. Union Local and Bridgeport. 

Somehow. Marinacci has found time to serve the 
Villa!!e of Bellaire as a councilman for 30 years. 

Bee Bee and his wife Christy recently celebrated their 
40th anniversary. The couple has three children. Billy. 
Mark and Michelle Thorp as well as three grandchildren. 

Sraskev can be reached at 
s.~taskey@rimesieaderonline.com 
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Edison's Smyth 
chosen for 
Saffield Award 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Ron Smyth·, coaching career 111dicate, why it'~ good to 
pay attention to the advice of your p~rent!-,.. . 

Having no de~ire to really get mto girl, ba~ketball 
coaching. Smyth ,topped at ht~ pare~!~ hou!-,e "".hen he 
w.i, ju,t out ot the college and coaching the Springfield 
Local fre,hman .,quad. 

Smyth·, dad told hun the head g1rb· coaching job at 
Stanton wa<; open and thought he should _apply. . 

He heeded his dad·s advice and applied. He was hired 
and <;incc then ha~ become one 
of the are.i • s most respected 
girls· basketball coaches after 
making stops at Jefferson Union. 
Edison South and Edison Local 
before stepping down a few sea
~ons ago . 

.. I had -;omc great players. 
great .is,1~tant, and great ,upport 
Irom the ,choob and parent~:· 
Smyth ~aid. --11 takes comm1t
ment from a lot of people to 
make a program work:· 

Smyth own~ a career record of 
251-182 and now he's added 
the Rich Saffield Girb 
B.1,kcthall Cn,,ch Aw,ml h) hi, rc,umc. The award will be 
prc.,cntcd during ~undu\ ·., ~.imuel A Mum Icy OV AC 
AII-StJr Ba'>l..ctbdll Cla._,,c .it Ohio Univcn,ity Ea~tern. 

Srnvth ha:- had to undergo rebuilding job!-, as well as 
taking over consolidated ~chools during his tenure as a 
head-coach. When he wa~ hired at Stanton. the Lady 
Raider, were coming off a 1-20 campaign and then when 
he took the J.lJ joh. the Lady Yellow Jackets were 0-21. 

··11 took a couple of year, to get things turned ..iround at 
both places:· Smyth pointed out. 

Smyth en Joyed his biggest success at Edison_ South and 
had expected a hig ,;ea,on. but South and Edison North 
merged to Edi.,on Local. 

··We tool.. a ,1cp backward during the con~olidation:· 
Sm, th said. 

Both South and North had five -;eniors corning back 
plw, a ,prinl..le of undercla,smen. who were more than 
capable of contnbutmg. . . 

··we hated to '-CC that happen through con,ohdauon. so 
11 was tou!!h to ftnd playing time for all of the players:· 
Smyth said. ··we just couldn't put it together and mesh 
, erv wc11:· 

The 19 7 5 Springfield High graduate led E~ison to !he 
2003 OV AC title. which had been the \Chool s only title 
until this year's team captured the 3-A hardware. 

Hi, bc-;t vcar at Edison was in 2002 when the Lady 
Wildcats fin°ished 21-2. Smyth was honored with Eastern 
Di,trict and D1~tnct V coach of the year honor~. He was 
also chosen to coach the OV AC. District V and Ohio 
North-South All-Star Garnes. . 

Smyth ha,n ·1 ruled out returning to the bench at some-
time during his career. . .. . 

--1 'itill hmc the hunger to coach aga111. Smyth said. 
·-rm ~till ,er} competitive ... 

Smvth . who serves on the OVAC Basketball 
Champion~hip commitlcc • i~ the J.:dbon atl~lctic director. 

Ron and his wife Nancy have been married for almost 
28 years and have two children. Their daughter Kim is an 
undergrad at Akron and their ~on Mark Is a ~ophomore at 
Edison. 
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\ UL's Robson 
wi 11 receive 
Distinguished 
Service award 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Ed tor 

No matter the event. no matter the t_im~ of the year at 
Union Local High School. Tug Robson s nght there look-
ing to do what he can to he)p. . . . -Robson has been servrng th_e Union Local Athletic 
Department in a bevy of way~ tor the past ! 5 years and 
that's what made him the choice to receive the Bob 
Burton Distinguished Service Award ~t the _annu~l 
Samuel A. Mumley OV AC All-Star Cla~SIC. which Will 
be held Sunday. April 11 at Ohio University Eastern. 

"Any award mean, a great deal to me. but .~n award 
coming from (the OVAC) me~ns even more. ~obson 
said. --Thi, Is the biggest conference in the _n_at1on and 
includes the entire Ohio Valle). so that makes 1t an even 
biucer deal to me: · 

e-Robson was almost in a state 
of shock when he heard about 
the award from <?ene 
Ammirante. who is the assistant 
OV AC All-Star Game director. 

··1 remember it was Oct. I 
when Gene called me and I 
asked. •didn't you have anyo_ne 
el~c?:· Roh,on recalled . --1 m 
confident there are people oul 
there more worthy than me. but I 
am definitely honored." . . 

Robson started working In 
the Jets· athletic programi. dur-
in!? his hi!?h ~chool days. ,ervmg . . 
under Bob Liapple before his graduation m I 967. 

After a bnef hiatus. Robson was asked t? serve as 
equipment manager when Kevin Luca~ was hired as the 
boy,· basketball coach. . . . . . There wa, no definitive real,on as to his gap m services 
other than "no one asked"' him to help. . .. 

.. Right after I graduated. I wai, i.till involved. Robson 
said. --But. during the 80~ and early 90s. no one e~;r 
asked me to help. ,o I ..yasn ·1 really over (at the h10h 
~chool) too much .. . 

Robson has been a staple ot both the football and bas-
ketball program!'> smcc. . , . With his position of eqmpment ~anag~r. R?bson s n'?t 
ashamed to admit that he runi. a tight :"hip with the um
forms and gear. He 'iometime~ sleep~ m ~eldhouse after 
football games. washing all ol the players umfof!'1S and 
if there·~ a home reserve game Saturday morning. he 
doesn't head home until it fmishes. . 

.:rve been known to be pretty strict every once m _a 
while with the uniforms:· Rob,on joked. "Football defi-
nitely take, the mo,t 11mc:· . 

His efficiency and ded1cat1on to the youth of the Unton 
Local School Dhtnct also jumped out at now former 
Buckeye Trail head football coach Randy Thomp~on who 
coached and attended UL. During the 2008. OV A_C All
Star Game. Thompson asked Robson co Join the 
-Buckey~:-· staff. . . 

.. Working or being a part ot the toot~all ~II-star gam~ 
has been on my to-do list sin~e I was 111 high school. 
Robson said ... It's just a special event a~d the way t~e ov AC treats those kids and coaches dunng the week 1s 
unbelievable."' . 

Along with his football and baske_tball dut1e_s. Robson 
has also been active for I 9 years rn . the Union ~ocal 
Diamond Sports. He also helps coordinate the baseball 
field for the annual Beast of the East Tournament. 

Sta~ker can be reached at 
sstuskey@;imesleader<111li11e.co111 
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Union Local's Robson Set to be Honore( 
By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

No matter the event. no matter 
the time of the year at Union Local 
High School. Tug Robson·s right 
there looking to do what he can to 
help. 

Rob,on ha~ heen servmg the 
Union Local athletics department 
in a bevy of wayi. for the past 15 
years. and that"s what made him 
the choice to receive the Bob Bur
ton Distrnguic;hed Service Award 
at the annual Samuel A. Mumley 
OV AC All -Star Classic. which 
will be held Sunday at Ohio Uni
versitv-Eastem. 

"Any award mean'i a great deal 
to me. but an award coming from 
(the OV AC) mean'> even more.·. 
Robson ~aid. "Thb is the biggest 

conference in 
the nation and 
includes the 
entire Ohio Val
ley. so that 
makes it an even 
bigger deal to 
me.·· 

Robson was 
almost m a state 

Tug of shock when 
Robson he heard about 

the award from 
Gene Ammirante. who is the assis
tant OV AC All-Star Game direc
tor. 

--1 remember it was Oct. I when 
Gene called me and I asked, 'did
n't you have anyone else?" Rob
son recalled. 'Tm confident there 
are people out there more worthy 

than me. but I am definitely hon
ored." 

Robson started working in the 
Jets· athletic programs during his 
high school days. serving under 
Bob Liapple before his graduation 
in 1967. 

After a brief hiatus. Robson was 
asked to serve as equipment man
ager when Kevin Lucas was hired 
as the boys· basketball coach. 
There was no definitive reason as 
to his gap in services other than 
"no one asked'' him to help. 

"Right after I graduated, I was 
still involved.'' Robson said. "But. 
during the 80s and early 90s. no 
one ever asked me to help. so I 
wasn·t really over (at the high 
school) too much." 

Robson has been a staple of 

both the football and basketball 
programs since. 

With his position of equip
ment manager. Robson's not 
ashamed to admit he runs a tight 
ship with the uniforms and gear. 
He sometimes sleeps in the 
fieldhouse after football games, 
washing all of the players· uni
forms, and if there's a home 
reserve game Saturday morning. 
he doesn't head home until it 
finishes. 

"I've been known to be pr.etty 
strict every once in a while with 
the uniforms,'· Robson joked. 
"Football definitely takes the most 
time." 

His efficiency and dedication to 
the youth of the Union Local 
School District also jumped out at 

former Buckeye Trail footb 
coach Randy Thompson. w 
coached and attended UL. Dun 
the 2008. OV AC All-Star Gar 
Thompson asked Robson to j1 
the Buckeyes staff. 

··working or being a part of 1 
football all-star game has been 
my to-do list since I was in hi 
school," Robson said. "It's jus 
special event and the way t 
OV AC treats those kids and coa, 
es during the week is unbelie 
able ... 

Along with his football and b, 
ketball duties. Robson has al 
been active for 19 years in t 
Union Local Diamond Sports. I 
also helps coordinate the baseb. 
field for the annual Beast of t. 
East Tournament. 



Dailer To Be Ho·nored for Service 
By SETH ST ASKEY 

For the News-Register 
When there·~ lalk of comparing 

ba<;ketball or even <;porh on both 
side<; of the ri ver. Jim ··Dubie .. Dail
er can ~peak with confidence. 

Bridgeport in 197 5 and after !,pend
ing five years as an as-;istant basket
ball coach. Dailer wa!, hired a!. the 

He wa~ selected to coach We!,t Vir
ginia in the OV AC All-Star Game 
four times ( 1983. 1990. 1992 and 
1998) and coached the West Virginia 
North-South Game once ( 1990). -

Dailer ha<; been highly ~uccessful 
in both Ohio and Wc~t Virginia as a 
head ba~kctball coach.- serving 
length y term, of duties at both 
Bridgeport and Wheeling Central 
High Schools. 

head coach in 1980. 
He held that 

position until 1988 
and during that 
time. he led the 
Bulldogs to the 
OV AC and district 
title-. during the 
1983 campaign. 

His teams won five sectionals and 
made four trips to Charleston. 

" Anytime you receive an honor as 
a coach. it's the result of the athletes 
you had the opportunity to coach.'· 
Dailer said. "Plus. I had great a!,~is
tants workinl?. with me.·· -bailer is now being recognized for 

his efforts and work with- the Earl 
Haberfield Boy<; Basketball Coach 
Award. which will be presented at the 
annual Samuel A. Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Basketball Game at Ohio 
University Eastern on Sunday. April 
I I. 

They eventually 
reached the region-
al final before bow- Dailer 

After being out of .coaching for a 
few year,. Dailer'!, urge returned and 
he coached the Bulldog!, during the 
2003 and 2004 seasons before he 
retired from teaching in 2005. 

ing out. All told. he 
led the Bulldogs to four sectional 
championships. 

The award takes on a special mean
ing for Dailer since he played for 
Haberfield at Wheeling Central. 

• • i always had a great amount of 
respect for Coach Haberfield and fol
l owed hi<; career pretty closely ... 
Dailer said. --when he retired from 
coaching. he actually came back and 
helped me at Central and it was a 
great learning experience for me even 
at that time ... 

He stepped down as the Bulldogs· 
coach in 1988 to accept the position 
at Central which he held until 1998. 

.. I am grateful that Bridgeport had 
enough confidence in me to take a 
shot.·"" Dail er said. • 'The succe,s we 
had there enabled me to take over the 
Wheeling Central position when they 
had such an impressive line of coach
ing coming through there." 

He wa,n't retired long before he 
accepted a teachin~ po~ition al Bish
op Donahue. which he currently 
maintains. He'<; also the Bishop~· ath 
letic director. 

• ·When I got out of coaching. I 
really missed being around the kids 
and the other coache-.. • • Daller said. 

During his career. Daller al~o 
coached golf and led the Bulldog~ to 
the 1977 OV AC title. He also ,ervcd 
on the coaching !>laff of hh collc!!iate 
alma mater. Bethany. for a ,ca~on~ 

Dailer. a 1973 Bethany College 
graduate. got a teaching position at 

During his nine-year run with the 
Maroon Knights. Dailer guided his 
alma mater to the state championship 
in 1990 and 1996. The Knight<; were 
state runnerup in I 991. 

Dailer earns a Master's Degree in 
Child and Youth Guidance from the 
University of Dayton. 

Dailer be recognized at OVAC game 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

When there·~ talk of 
comparing ba-..ket~all or 
even ... pons on both ..,11.!c~ of 
the river. J11n "Dubie '" 
Dailer can speak with con
fidence. 

Dailcr has been highly 
successful in both Ohio and 
We-;t Virginia as a head 
ba~kctball coach. ~erving 
length, term.., of duttc, at 
both 'Bridgeport and 
Whecl111g Central Hi!!h 
Schooh. - • 

Dailcr i, no\.\ being rec 
ognized for hi~ efforts and 
w~ork with the Earl 
Haberficld Boys Basketball 
Coach Award. which will 
be presented at the annual 
Samuel A. Mumlev OVAC 
All-Star Basketb,ill Game 
at Ohio University Eastern 
on Sunday. April I I . . 

The award takes on a 
special meaning for Dailer 
since he played for 
Habcrficld at Wheeling 
Central. 

··1 alwavs had a great 
amount <Jf respect for 
Coach Haberficld and fol
lowed his career pretty 
closely ... Dailcr said. 
··When he retired from 
coaching. he actually came 
back and helped me at 
Central and it was a great 
learning experience for me 

JIM DAILEB 

even at that time." 
Dailer a 1973 

Bethany College graduate 
- got a teaching position 

at Bridgeport in 1975 and 
after spending five years as 
an assistant basketball 
coach. Dailer was hired a~ 
the head coach in 1980. 

He held that position 
until 1988 and during that 
time. he led the Bulldogs to 
the OVAC and district titles 
during the 1983 campaign. 
Thev eventually reached 
the regional final before 
bowing OUL 

All~ told. he led the 
Bulldogs to four sectional 
championships. 

He slepped down as the 
Bulldogs· coach in 1988 lo 
accept ~the aforementioned 

po..,1tion al Central which 
he held until 1998. 

"I am grateful that 
Bridgeport had enough con
fidence in me to take a 
~hot:· Dailer noted. ··The 
,ucce.,~ we had there 
cnablt:d me to take over 1he 
Wheeling Central posi tion 
when they had such an 
impressive line of coaching 
coming through there:· 

During his nine-year run 
with the~ Maroon Kni!?hts. 
Dailer guided hi!, alma 
muter to~ the ~late champi
on,hip in 1990 and 1996. 
The Knights were state run
nerup in ~I 991. 

He wa-. ~elected to coach 
West Virginia in the OV AC 
All-Star ~Game four times 
( 1983. l 990. 1992 and 
1998 ) and coached the 
West Virginia North-South 
Game once ( 1990). 

All told. his teams won 
five sectionals and made 
four trips to Charleston. 

"Anytime you receive an 
honor as a coach. it's the 
result of the athletes you 
had the opportunity 10 
coach.'' Dailer said. "Plus. I 
had great assistants work
ing witll me ... 

~After being out of coach
ing for a few vears. Dailer's 
utge returned and he 
coached the Bulldogs dur
ing the 2003 and 2004 
seasons before he retired 

from teaching in 2005. 
He wasn't retired long 

before he accepted a teach
ing position at Bishop 
Donahue. which he current
Iv maintains. He's also the 
Bishop~· athletic director. 

"When I got out of 
coaching. I really missed 
being around the kids and 
the other coaches:· Dailer 
~aid. 

During hb career. Dailer 
also coached golf and led 
the Bulldo!!~ to the 1977 
OV AC title~ He also served 
on the coaching staff of his 
collegiate afma mater. 
Bethany. for a season. 

Dailer earns a Master 's 
Degree in Child and Youth 
Guidance from the 
University of Dayton. 

Stasker can be reached at 
.\w~@dnies/Rc¥1e1u1iiJ'N!J.Ull 
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OVAC Samuel A. Mumley Al l-Star Basketball Classic 

A Little Payback 
Owings scores 
1 7 to lead the 
way for W.Va. 

By RICK THORP 
Staff Writer 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Ohio usu
ally get~ the be~, of West Virginia in 
,111-,tar tilt~. 

But at Sunday·, OV AC Samuel A. 
Mumley All-Star Basketball Classic. 
ii wa, the Mountaineers who shined. 

And in a big way. 
Oak Glen's Clay Owings scored 17 

point~ and We-;t Virginia went on a 
20-5 run to start the second half in 
posting a 92-76 triumph at Ohio Uni
ver.;1ty Eastem's Fitness Center. 

It wa~ the second victory in three 
. seas~ns:for thet~q!J.ntaineers,,butithe .. 
Buckeye,;:,;fifl•Mkf'tt'f~-6 ~n•the 
series sint.:1! lh~ cen1cs1 went t• it~ cur• 
rent fonnat in 1992. 

West Virginia·i; 16-point margin of 
vict<)rv was the most since Ohio's 
I 17-62 victorv in 2005 • 

'·we wanted to go out and prove 
• what West Virginia is all about." said 
Owings. who finished this season as 
the Ohio Valley"s leading scorer ... It 
was fun being out there playing with 
the best players in the valley.·· 

Ohio led for most of the first half 
until Owings canned a jumper near 
the 4-minute mark to give West Vir
ginia a 26-24 lead. 
~ Wheeling Park·s Richard Hall 
made I of f free throws to make it a 
'27-27 game before back-back baskets L_ __ ...:...;.....__.:.=...._., 

bv Owings and Weir"s Shawn Bums 
gave the ~Mountaineers a 31-24 lead. 

Photo by Paul Krajnyak 
Wheeling Central's Jordan Sorge ( 12) gets hammered by River's 
Dylan Potts during the OVAC AU-Star Game Sunday at Ohio Universi
ty Eastern. The West Virginia team won, 92-76. 

one thev wouldn"t lose. 
Owings and Bums went on to score 

four points each as West Virginia took 
a 40-32 lead at halftime. 

Bridgeport·s Timmy Tracey scored 
the first basket of the second half to 
cut West Vircinia·s lead to 40-34, but 
the Mountaineers scored the next 15 
JX1ims to take command. 

Brooke"s Justin Sabo started the 
spurt with a bucket. followed by a 3-
poi nl play by Paden City's Malakai 
Anderson. 

Hall converted a layup to make the 
score 48-34 before John Marshall's 
Jeremy Hays made two free throws. 

Hays made the ~core 52-34 with a 

jumper moments later, before Wheel
ing Park's Shaun Black ended the run 
with a 3-pointer with 16:08 remain
ing in the game. 

West Virginia's aggressive showed 
on the stat sheet. The Mountaineers 
made more field goals 937 to 30), 
attempted more field goals (85 to 64), 
made more free throws ( 11-5) and 
attempted more free throws ( I 5 to 
11 ); 

But the one edge Ohio had was 
from the 3-point line. where the Buck
eyes converted I I treys. led by 

River"s Dylan Potts. who canned six 
and Steubenville Central"s Justin 
Teramana. who had two. 

Potts scored a game-high 22 points. 
with Bellaire's Levi Crozier scoring 
I 7. including 7 of 9 from the field. 

The duo sparked a I 3-0 run late in 
the game that trimmed a 27-point 
Ohio lead to 13. 

Potts made three straight baskets -
two of them 3-pointers - to cap the 
run. 

Please See PAYBACK. Page 15 

Photo by Paul Krajnyak 
Bishop Donahue's Lacey Hampton shoots 
over Indian Creek's Meghan Billick during the 
OVAC All-Star Game on Sunday at OUE . 

Ohio Hits The 
Century Mark 
Buckeyes use 22-3 run in 
second half to earn victory 

By RICK THORP 
Staff Writer 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE - Beallsvi lle 's Tori Jar
rett canned four 3-pointers during Sunday's 
OV AC Samuel A. Mumley All-Star Basketball 
Classic. 

But none was bigger than the final one. 
Jarrett 's trey with a few ticks remaining on the 

clock put Ohio at the century mark on the score
board Sunday in a I 00-68 triumph against West 
Virginia at the Ohio University Eastern Fitness 
Center. 

But it wasn't until about 5 minutes after the 
game that the Buckeyes found out they ha~ 
reached the I 00-point plateau. 

When the players walked off the court. the 
scoreboard showed 99. But when the players 
emerged from the locker room following Coach 
Tina Yates' postgame remarks. members of the 
media informed the squad of a scoreboard error. 

The news gave the team another reason to 
cheer and another reason for Yates to smile again. 

..There were some times we were sluggish and 
slow. but once we got into the flow of the game 
we got some quick steals and were able to convert 

Please See CENTURY. Pa~e I 5 



OVAC Stars Ready to Play On.e Final Game 
Relationships are big 
part of the festivities 

it. that last bell rings. you"re 
handed a diploma. and an impor~ 
tant part of your life is finished. 

went ... said Nick Schuetz. one of 
two Shadyside ~eniors slated to 
play in the April I I event at the 
Ohio University Eastern Fitness 
Center. Bv RICK THORP 

• Staff Writer 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE - High 

school can be fleeting. 
One day your a nervous fresh

man entering the door~ for the 
first time. Then. before you know 

For the boys and iirls in the 
Samuel A. Mumley uV AC All
Star Basketball Classic. being 
asked to play gives them a chance 
to keep their prep career alive one 
more day. 

Century 

"(High school) goes by so fast 
you don't know where it all 

(Continued from Page 13) 
at the other end.·· said 
Yates, the Shadyside 
mentor who coached the 
game along with St. 
Clairsville ·s Bruce Stiles 
and Indian Creek's Erin 
DeSantis. 

"It was a 
great 

experience 
and I couldn't 
have asked to 
have been on 

Ohio went on a 22-3 
run midway through the 
second half that saw a 59-
55 lead grow to 81-58. 

The Buckeyes held the 
Mountaineers to no field 
goals during the stretch. 
which included points 
from nine players. 

a better 
team." 

Brooke Cenkus ''We had a bunch of 
scorers so I was pretty 
confident they would all 
get their points. But West Virginia 

responded with a run o~ 
its own as the second halt 
began. outscoring the 
Buckeyes I 6-4 to start 
the second half to come 
within two points at 55-
53. 

Jarrett led all scorers 
with I 8 points. But the 
Blue Devils senior had 
only two free throws scor
ing during the decisive 
run. 

Buckeye Trait's Julie 
Bates converted a three
point play to give Ohio a 
62-55 lead with 12: 19 
remaining in the game. 

Back-to-back buckets 
by Barnesville's Mariah 
Miller increased the lead 
to 67-55. Then. Meadow
brook's Bre Jones and 
Fort Frye·s Ashley Okey 
- the Panhandle Clean
ing and Restoration 3-
Point Shootout winner at 
halftime - drained treys 
to make it a 73-55 game. 

Jarrett's free throws 
made the score 75-58, 
before baskets by Bridge
pon • s Rachel Benda. 
Steubenville's AunDrea 
West and St. Clairsville's 
Brooke Cenkus completed 
the run. 

Cenkus finished with 
I 3 points. the only other 
Ohio player to reach dou
ble figures. 

The contest was a phys
i ca I affair. and Cenkus 
wa~ one of the players 
battling inside. 

.. I just wanted to go out 
there and have fun 
because it was my last 
game." said the Red Dev
ils standout. who endured 
a tooth to the head during 
one of her tussles under
neath the basket. 

··1t was a great experi
ence and I couldn't have 
asked to have been on a 
better team ... 

With the score tied 26-
26 with less than IO min
utes left in the first half, 
Ohio went on I 0-3 spurt 
to give the Buckeyes a 
36-29 lead. 

Ohio went on another 
run - an 8-0 spurt keyed 
by two Jarrett buckets -
to increase the lead to 5 I -
35 near halftime. 

Payback 
(Continued from Page 13) 

But it was too little. too 
late for Ohio. which could 
do little to slow down West 
Virginia's fast-paced attack. 

"We talked in practice 
about going out, playing 
hard and playing together." 
Owings said. "We really 
bonded out there. We really 
came together as a team and 
got the fast break going. 
Everything went really 
well." 

Nowhere was that more 
evident than from the Weir 
duo of Burns and L.J . 
Campbell: The duo com-

"I thought about call
ing a timeout there. but 
(the players) worked their 
way through it.·· Yates 
said. 

Cameron ·s Rachel 
Fisher hit a pair of free 
throws to start the half. 
Parkersburg South· s Asia 
Greenleaf and Paden 
City's Allison Bertozzi 
followed with baskets to 
make the score 51-43. 

Following back-to-back 
baskets by Indian Creek's 
Mikki Davis. the Moun
taineers went on a I 0-run. 
capped by a 3-pointer 
from Hundred's Jordyn 
Gorby. who finished with 
I I points. 

But that was as close as 
West Virginia would get. 
Indian Creek's Meghan 
Billick made a layup and 
Redskins teammate Ty 
Harris hit two free throws 
to increase Ohio's lead to 
59-53 before the Buck
eyes· decisive run. 

.. It was a game of 
spurts." said Wheeling 
Park's Meredith Ander
son. coaching the West 
Virginia squad with 
Wheeling Central 's Penn 
Kurtz and Linsly's Erica 
Hall. 

"We went on a nice 
run to start the second 
half. We went to a 2-2- 1 
zone to try and slow them 
down. We did everything 
we could.'' 

Greenleaf led West Vir
ginia with 12 points. 

"It was great to be able 
to take kids that play dif
ferent styles and be able 
to mesh them together.'· 
said Anderson. c-oaching 
in her first Mumley Clas
sic. ·'It was a neat experi
ence for the kids.·· 

bined for a pair of nifty 
ally-oops in the second half 

··We did it a couple of 
times this season and we 
want to do it in the all-star 
game." Burns said. "We 
wanted to run up and down 
the court. That was our 
plan ... 

Mission accomplished. 
Game Note 

Shadyside's Justin Andes 
defeated Teramana in a 
playoff to win the Panhan
dle Cleaning and Restora
tion 3-Point Shootout at 
halftime. 

Macon. 

' 'That's why this game is pret
ty cool." 

It also gives longtime rivals 
one last crack at each other. Just 
ask John Marshall's Jeremy Hays 
and Steubenv_ille's Dwight 

--1·ve known Dwight siRce 
our freshman year, .. Hays said 
smiling during media night fes
tivities for the game Monday 
night at OUE. ··so when I take 
the court, Dwight always guards 
me. He hasn't done too well as 
of late.·· 

standout. 
"He thmh he can beat me J -

on 1 :· Macon responded. "I let 
him thmk that. .. 

After playing basketball for 
nearly five months. many players 
might want to take a break or, in 
Macon's case. move on to a 
spring sport. 

That good-natured comment 
sparked another from the Big Red Please See OV AC. Paxe 18 

OVAC----
(Continued from Page 17) 

But Macon, who will 
play football in the Fall at 
the University of Toledo. 
said opportunities like 
this don't come every 
day. 

"I won't ever have 
another chance to play in 
this game again.'' he said. 
"You only get a chance 
to be a kid once.'' 

And you only get so 
many chances to coach 
certain players. Indian 
Creek coach Erin Desantis 
wanted to help coach the 
Ohio All-Stars because it 
gave her one more oppor
tunity to coach the Red
skins' three participants 
- Meghan Billick, Mikki 
Davis and Ty Harris. 

"It puts the icing on 
the cake,'' Desantis said. 
''This is the first time 
I've ha'ct a player in it. It's 
an honor to get to coach 
them again. You never 
want to give up any 
opportunity you have to 
be with them.'' 

"It puts the 
icing on the 
cake. This is 
the first lime 

I've had a 
player in it." 
Erin Desantis 

Indian Creek coach 

3 p.m., while the boys' 
contest will begin 20 min
utes after the conclusion 
of the girls' game. 
■ In addition to Kurtz, 

the West Virginia girls 
will be coached by 
Wheeling Park's Mered
ith Anderson and Linsly's 
Erica Hall. Bishop Don
ahue's Tom Wise, Weir's 
Mike Granato and Oak 

Wheeling Central girls' 
coach Penn Kurtz, who is 
helping guide the West 
Virginia All-Stars, feels 
the same way about being 
able to coach Caitlin 
Creighton in the game. 

"It's special," he said. 
"You develop relation
ships with players. That's 
one of the great things 
about being a coach. 

Glen's Vince Gilliam will 
coach the boys. 
■ Desantis will guide 

the· Ohio girls along with 
Shadyside's Tina Yates 
and St. Clairsville's Bruce 
Stiles. Harrison Central 's 
Justin Clifford, Frontier's 
Roger Kirkpatrick and 
Steubenville Catholic's 
Sean Tucker will coach 
the boys. 

"Caitlin has been a 
special player for us and 
the opportunity to coach 
here in this game means a 
lot to me." 

Game Notes 
■ Advance tickets are 

currently onsale. Tickets 
are being sold at Kroger 

. stores in Bellaire, 
Moundsville, St. 
Clairsville and Wheeling 
for $5 for students and $6 
for adults, while all tickets 
will cost $7 at the gate. 
The girls' game begins at 

■ Panhandle Cleaning 
& Restoration will serve 
as the title sponsor for the 
3-point competition. 
which will take place at 
halftime of both games. 

"As a result of the 
,sponsorship. we are able 
to make the competition 
more exciting and give it 
an NBA feel," said Tom 
Bechtel, game director . 

The shootout will fea
ture five ball rack s at 
assigned locations around 
the 3-point line. Each 
rack will conclude with a 
bonus ball. 
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OVAC 
hoop 
stars set 
to shine 
• Ohio and West Virginia's 
best to clash today at OU E 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times leader Sports Editor 

Area prep basketball's ''best of the best" 
will-have-one-more chance ro shine. • 

The annual Samuel A. Mumley OY AC 

·rhc .~fiincs Leader SECTION 

C 
Sunday, April 11, 

2010 

A 11-Star Basketball Games are on tap. T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY which will officially put the finishing PICTURED IS the Ohio boys squad for today's Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball Game. Front row, from touches an?ther prep bas~et~a!l campaign._ left, are Nick Schuetz (Shadyside), Drew Phillips (Harrison Central), Raheem Forman (Zanesville), Levi Crozier The Oh•~ and ~est_Y1rg1ma squads will (Bellaire), Dwight Macon (Steubenville) and Dylan Potts (River). Middle row, from left, are Timmy Tracey (Bridgeport), meet at <?hro Umve:slly-Eastern's Health Cody Nelson (Buckeye Trail), Justin Teramana (Steubenville Central), Dan Slavik (St. Clairsville) and Joe Rine a~d :hysical_ Education Center today. Th: (Buckeye Local). Standing, from left, are head coach Justin Clifford (Harrison Central), Nate Maleski (Bridgeport), g1rls game tips off ~t 3 p.m. and the boys Jordan Burress (Martins Ferry), Wes Rataiczak (Shenandoah), assistant coach Sean Tucker (Steubenville Central) ga""!e follo~s ~o mrnut~s fol- -=-= and assistant coach Roger Kirkpatrick (Frontier). Absent was Justin Andes (Shadyside). low1~g the girls _comple110~4~. ~~ __ _ _ _ Smee respective teams - •~\ 
sea~on~ ended throughout • 
March. all four squads ~~ . 
have tried d1lligently to set ~~/(if 
up a handful of practices ~ ~ • • basically just so the players ~---
can learn who each are and form some sort 
of cohesiveness with one another. 

"We only had two practices:· said Ohio 
head coach Justin Clifford. --we didn't have 
great attendance at either practice. but it 
wasn't bccau~e these kids don·t want to be 
here or anything like that. Ir~ people had 
track meets or baseball games. This is a 
great honor for these kids. and I think 
they·11 realize that more when they get 
older:· 

Clifford played in the 1999 OVAC All
Star GJmc under Frontiers Roger 
Kirkpatrick. who will be joining him on the 
Buckeye,· boy,· bench thi~ afternoon. 

"Coach Kirkpatri<.:k told me he·s 3-0 in 
the OYAC Game. and he doesn't want to 
lose this one:· Clifford said. "I told him l • 
hope he·, not 3-1 either. There·s a lot of 
people who look at this game (on paper) 
and rmmediately thmk we·re an underdog. 
but we· II be there to compete... . . , T-L PhototSETH STASKEY While it's an al l-star game and an enjoy PICTURED IS the Ohio girls squ~d for todays Samuel A. Mumley OVA<;, All-Star Baske~ball Garn~. ~ront ~ow, fr?m able experience for everyone involved. left, are AunDrea West (Steubenville), Bre-Z Jones (Meadowbrook), Ton Jarrett (Beallsville) and M1kk1 Davis (Indian when you put 30 player~ together from rival Creek). Middle row, from left, are Brooke Cenkus (St. Clairsville), Rachel Benda {Bridgeport), Courtney Frohnapfel state~. the level of competition is certainly (Martins Ferry), Ashley Okey (Fort Frye), Mariah Miller (Barnesville) and Ty Harris (Indian Creek). Back row, from left, evident. are head coach Tina Yates (Shadyside), Julie Bates (Buckeye Trail), Meghan Billick (Indian Creek), Rebecca Garlick "We're gomg in to have fun obviously, (Beallsville), assistant coach Erin Desantis (Indian Creek) and assistant coach Bruce Stiles (St. Clairsville). Absent See, OVAC, Page C2 was Jaclyn Johnson (Shadyside) and Carly Kehn (Cambridge). 
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T-l Photo/SETH STASKEY 

PICTURED IS the West Virginia boys squad for today's Samuel A. Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Basketball Game. Front row, from left, are Shaun Black 
(Wheeling Park), Richard Hall (Wheeling Park), Shawn Burns (Weir}, Zach Hood 
(Wheeling Central). Malakai Anderson (Paden City), Dustin Snyder (Tyler 
Consolidated) and Matthew Poling (Valley). Middle row, from left, are Jordan 
Sorge (Wheeling Central), Clay Owings (Oak Glen), Craig Kuhar (Linsly), 
Jeremy Hays (John Marshall), Andrew Smith (Bishop Donahue) and Jared Blatt 
(Magnolia). Back row, from left, are head coach Vince Gilliam (Oak Glen), Justin 
Sabo (Brooke), L.J. Campbell (Weir), Andy Huggins (Magnolia), assistant coach 
Tom Wise (Bishop Donahue) and assistant coach Mike Granato (Weir). 

T-l Photo/SETH STASKEY 

PICTURED IS the West Virginia girls' squad for today's Samuel A. Mumley 
OVAC AU-Star Basketball Game. Front row, from left, are Julie Young (John 
Marshall), Hannah Gossett (John Marshall), Jordyn Gorby (Hundred}, Austyn 
Creighton (Wheeling Park) and Sara Carpenter (Bishop Donahue). Middle row, 
from left, are Allison Bertozzi, Lacey Hampton (Bishop Donahue), Caitlin 
Creighton (Wheeling Central), Emily McElhaney (Oak Glen), Michaela Bragg 
(Madonna) and Kassi Robinson (Weir). Back row, from left, are head coach 
Meredith Anderson (Wheeling Park}, Carly Slater (Wheeling Park) , Asia 
Greenleaf (Parkersburg South}, Jessica Moore (Parkersburg South), assistant 
coach Penn Kurtz (Wheeling Central) and assistant coach Erica Hall (Linsly). 

e OVAC------------------------

Continued from Page C1 

but we 're trying to win this game,'' said 
Oak Glen·s Vince Gilliam. who will coach 
the We'iot V1rgmia boy~ for the second time 
m his career. "We're going to Jet the kids 
play and do what they do best. We've 
practiced a few times. but the~e guys are 
aJ'l-stars and don ·1 need a lot of practice:· 

West Virginia's boys· squad appears to 
have a distinct advantage on the interior 
with players like Wei r High's L.J. 
Campbell. Wheeling Park·s Richard Hall 
and Magnolia's Jared Blatt. just to name a 
few. However, Weir·~ Shawn B1:1rns, Oak 
Glen·s Clay Owings. Wheeling Central's 
Zach Hood and Jordan Sorge also demon
strate that the Mountaineers have quality 
backcourt play as well. 

Those are guys who Gilliam, who 
recently decided to return to Oak Glen 
after initially saying he'd step down. plans 
to get involved early and often. 

"We're going to get out and run mainly. 
but we feel we've got more size than 
Ohio." Gilliam said. ·'We're going to do 
some basic thin£s in the halfcourt and then 
look to run up and down the floor and spot 
up.'' 

The Ohio boys aren't without size. 
Buckeye Local's Joe Rine stands 6-ft-7. 
while Bridgeport' s Nate Maleski. Martins 
Ferry's Jordan Burress and Shenandoah's 
West Rataiczak were serious contributors 
for their respective teams in the painted 
area. 

However. Clifford's been really 
impressed with his guard play. including 
the likes of Zanesville ·s Raheem Forman. 
Shadyside's Nick Schuetz and Justin 
Andes as well as Ste ubenville's Dwight 

■ Ohio Player Capsules 
may _be found on Pag~ C6 

"There's a lot of talent in West 
Virginia." Anderson said. ··Jt's been nice 
to get to see some of what the small 
schools have to offer. That's just another 
part that makes this game a great experi-

Macon.. . ence." 
"We ve got some very talented krds on Ohio head coach Tina Yates admitted a 

this team." Clif~ord sai~. ·:rt's not hard to . few weeks ago at media night that a lot of 
see why Zanesv1ll.e was tn the state touma- her players didn 't know each others names 
m~nt and Shadyside won so ~any g~m~s when they arrived for their first practice. 
this season. Some of these _kids I drdn t "They were yelling by school name. 
know much ab_out. but. that~ one of the •Hey, Barnesville or hey Meadowbrook:" 
best parts of this game 1s gettmg to know Yates said. "But, we've gotten to know 
these,,guys and see what they have to each other and I think we've come togeth-
offer. . . er. We're looking forward to competing." 

Wheelm_g P~rk hea~ coach Meredith The Lady Buckeyes ' squad is guard-
Anderson 1~ still r~lat!vely new to the oriented to say the least. The likes of 
OVAC and.is coac~mg m_her first all-star Bridgeport's Rachel Benda, Beallsville's 
game. Sh~ s lear~mg qmckly about the Tori Jarrett, Indian Creek's Ty Harris and 
af?remei:itroned rivalry between the two Fort Frye's Ashley Okey are a few of the 
ne1~hbonng state~.. . notable players. 

The_ co_mpe!1t10~ betwe~n Ohro and "We know West Virginia is going to be 
West V1rg1ma 1s strll relatively new to bigger than us inside" Yates said "This is 
me." Anderso.n said. "I am really look!ng an all-star game. w~ don't plan· on even 
~~rward to bemg _part of the g~e. I thmk remotely trying to play in the half court. 
11 s a gr~?t experience for the kids and the Obviously, there will be times when it is a 
coaches. . . . . half-court g ame. but for the most part 

Much like the We.st V1_rg1ma bo.ys . we're looking to run." 
Anderson feels the Moun tam State girls The biggest challenge for all of the coach
als?. hav~ an advantag~ on the block. .. es is finding equal minutes for all of the 

We re heavy with post players. players who've earned their way onto the 
Anderson said. "We're ,going to try to play teams. 
~p that _advantage. We ve had great pr~c- The consensus among all of the coaches 
t1ces with great attendance. and the kids was all will try to find three balanced five
are really meshing. well." . . • person groups to play equally throughout 

Anderson ~dmus. she dtdn t ge~ to see the game. However, all reserved the right 
many of the sm~ll schoo!s play this ye_ar. 10 mix and match at crunch time. 
Therefo~e. she s ~een impressed with "I don't think our actual best five kids 
Cameron s Rachel Fisher. will start the game." Clifford said. "We"re 

trying to be as equal as we can so no one 
should actually look into who's starting 
the game. In all-star games. it's more 
important to see who finishes the game.'' 

OVACNOTES 
■ PRIOR TO the game. the players and 

coaches will be honored at a luncheon at 
Undo ·s West in St. Clairsville. It begins at 
12:30 p.m. 
■ NEW THIS year is a three-point 

shootout. whic}l is sponsored by Panhandle 
Cleaning and Restoration. The event will 
mimic the three-point shootouts seen at the 
collegiate and professional level. Each 
competitor will have 60 seconds to shoot 
from five different racks set up around the 
three-point arc. 

■ THE SLAM dunk competition for 
boys has been eliminated this year. 
■ TICKETS FOR the game have been 

on sale at area Kroger Stores and all tick
ets will be sold at the gate today for $7. 

■ TOM BECHTEL and Gene 
Ammirante - two longtime OV AC sup
porters - serve in the game director 
capacity. 

■ ALONG WITH the hoops. several 
special awards will be presented . 
Recipients include: BeeBee Marinacci 
(Scorekeeper/Timer Award): Jim ··Dubie" 
Dailer (Earl Haberfield Boys Basketball 
Coach Award): Ron Smyth (Rich Saffield 
Girls Basketball Coach A ward): Tom 
Wilson (Robert Dawson Basketball 
Officials Award) and Tug Robson (Bob 
Burton Distinguished Service Award). 

Sta skev can b e r ea ch ed at 
sstaskey@iimesfeadero11li11e.cm11 

Brantley shines 
for Gators 

• Tribe------------ eTrack-------
GAINESVILLE. Fla. 

(AP) - John Brantley 
threw for 20 I yards and 
two touchdown s in 
Florida's spring game 
Saturday. It was the kind of 
nnformance manv expect-

Continued from Page C1 

starter this year and he 
rewarded their faith with a 
strong spring and first start. 

"We were tickled to 
death. obviously." manager 
Jin:i_ Le~land said. 

allowed four runs. six hits 
and five walks in his debut 
with the Indians and fourth 
game in the majors. 

He threw 38 pitches -
just half for strikes - in 
., ,.. • • • t" 

4-0 lead on Brandon Inge's 
RBI single and Scott 
Sizemore·s sacrifice fly. the 
rookie' s first RBI. 

Bonderman struck out 
the top two hitters in 

1 " ,. 

Continued from Page C1 

Earlier in the morning. sophomore Emma Dolan cap
tured the pole vault. clearing 8-ft-6 for the title. 

Park's other victory came in the shuttles. The foursomP. 
of Ashley Wheeler. Stacy Chaplin. Christine Fanning and 
Creighton posted a I : 11.2 for the title. 

Harrison Central was led by standout senior Ericka 
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T·L Photo/SETH STASKEY 

THE ANNUAL Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Game is scheduled for April 11 at Ohio University Ea_ster~. The plaxers, 

coaches and game officials met with the media Monday night at OUE. From left are Ohio boys coach Justin Clifford (Hamson 

Central), Ohio girls' coach Tina Yates (Shadyside), Game Director Tom Bechtel, West Virginia girls' coach Meredith Anderson 

(Wheeling Park) and West Virginia boys' coach Vince Gilliam (Oak Glen). 

OVAC Game: A true honor 
• Annual Samuel A. Mumley OVAC Classic slated for April 11 at QUE 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

GrO\~ing up in 1hc Ohio Valley as an ath
lete there arc certain goah each wishes to 
altain. 

A ~tale d1ampion~hip - either individual 
or !cam - 1, the top priorit). Then a confer
ence litle i~ another bi!!!!iC. 

HO\\C\er. \\hen il~come, lO individual 
,iccoladc,. pla) 111~ with the area·, best and 
111 front o the Jrca fan, one last time i~ a 
con'>l,lllt 

l'h,1t", o..,1ctl) the opportunity the Ohio 
\"allc\ Athk11c Co11fcrence all-~tar games 
!!1\c; , 1 HI t l<i l \\.l\ \\ell documented 
~fonda\' even in!! as all starts from both Ohio 
ancl West Vir!!inia mel with the media in 
advance of the annual Samuel A. Mumtey. 
OVAC All-Siar Baskclball Classic. which 
will he played on Sunday. April I I at Ohio 
Uni vcrsit ,·-Eastern. 

.. Plaviri!! wilh all of the !!UVS vou had to 
play agai11st your whole life is ,i big thing 
for me:· said St. Clairsville·s Dan Slavik. 
_"Plus. it's still so competitive because 
you·re playing against West Virginia and 
vou want to win the !!amc at the same time:· 
• While lhc i:~tlihcr Zif players isn ·1 obvious-
1 v what some st;1tc and national all-star 
game~ arc. the players ha\'c a strong sense of 
prick hccau,c i1·, 1he game they grew up 
coming to each ,ca,011 ju,t counting the 
:,car, until the:, ·c1 po,sihly hme the opportu
lllt) 10 rcpre,ent I heir ,chool. 

Sl.i\ rk think, !he common goal of victory 

'I don't know if I am 
deserving to be here, but 
I am honored to be here.' 

-Justin Clifford 

helps ease the molding of the squad. which 
can sometimes be a challenge due to the 
limited practice time and number of player,; 
the coaches must jockey. 

"Some of us have played together in other 
sports. but being on the Ohio side and want
ing to win the game for the slate makes it 
realty easy for us to me-;h:· Slavik ~aid. 

Head coach Justin Clifford who ju,t 
completed his frrst !>eason at Harrison 
Central - is soaking up the entire experi
ence from a different perspective. 

Clifford played in the Mumety Classic in 
I 999 after completing hi-; ~enior sea,on 
under his father Kim at St. -Clairsville. 

·-i-m just humbled to be nominated (to 
coach) and even more humbled 10 have been 
voted into the game:· Clifford •;aid. ··1 don·1 
know if rm th"at deserving to be here. but I 
am honored to be here.·· -

While the honor is nice. the highly com
petitive Clifford - much like Slavik -
wants his first time in the game to finish in 
an Ohio viclory. ~ 

--11·s tough to prepare for lhis game 

bccau'ie you·re trying to practice a~ much a, 
possible. but rt", tough to get C\eryone there 
becau~e of ba~eball and track -.chedulcs:· 
Clifford ,a,d. "The boltom line i, :,ou·\'e got 
to get -.tops and be able to put lhe ball 111 the 
hoop. Hopefully. we can do that and at the 
same trme. ha\e a little fun at the .. amc 
time:· 

On the !!irI,· side. the motive, and !!0al, 
are ju-.t the~ ,ame. ~ 

Bridgeport"s Rachel Benda couldn·1 even 
remember when ~he ,t,1ncd attendin!! 1hc 
OV AC All-Star Game. i!"s been ,o iiwny 
years. but four years ago when ,he entered 
varsit) ba,ketball. ,he ~et a goal 

.. , wanted to tic in thi, game ,incc m) 
freshman year:· Benda said. ··1 remember 
mv friend~ and teammates gettirH.! cho,cn 
an·d I wanted to ha vc this opportun Ity a<; 
well and now to be here i, ju.,t awc,ome:· 

Benda - who i, .,trll undecided where 
~he"II attend college - ha, enJO)Cd gelling 
10 know her ne\\ 1e,1mma1e~ and is all.\iou~ 
10 sho\\ off some o1 1he skills. which earned 
her .1ll-Oh10 accord thi,; ~ca,on. 

--1 am friends with all of these !!iris. bul 
it", !!Oinc to be !!real to have a cliancc to 
play \vitl11hern:· -Benda ,aid. --1 Ihink we ·11 
be· able to pu-;h the ball up the floor and 
we·\c got a lot of quid.ne,, and ,llhlctici~m 
on this team:· 

Shady'iidc·s Tina Yates has been a part of 
the OVAC festiv111e, before. but th1, time 
she·s running the show tor the Lady 

See, OVAC, Page 82 

e OVAC---------------
Continued from Page 81 

Buckeyes, meaning it's 
still a new experience. 

"It's been fun and 
interesting," Yates said. 
"Our practices haven't 
been too bad and it's been 
nice to get a ball back in 
their hand~ since it's 
probably been almost a 
month since a lot of these 
girls played." 

Yates is 111 the same 
boat as Clifford and the 
entire West Virginia staff 
in trying to juggle prac-

tice times against spring 
sports and Easter this 
weekend. 

"It"s tough. but we're 
making the best of it," 
Yates said. 

"'Each practice we've 
had. the girls have been 
able to get to know each 
other better. 

"At the first one. very 
few knew each other·s 
names. so they were 
yelling out ~chool names, 
but we·re becoming more 

and more familiar with 
one another and we hope 
that translates well into 
the game." 

OVACNOTES 
■ ADVANCE tickets 

for the game are on sale 
for $5 for students and $6 
for adults at select area 
Kroger stores, including 
Bellaire. Moundsville and 
St. Clairsville. The cost or 
a ticket at the gate is $7. 
■ THE GIRLS" game 

will tip on April I I at 3 

p.m. and the boys· game 
will begin 20 minutes fol
lowing the girls' comple
tion. 
■ THE OV AC Game 

no longer features a slam 
dunk competition for 
boys. It's been replaced 
by a three-point shootout. 
which is being sponsored 
by Panhandle Cleaning 
and Restoration. Five ball 
racks will be used. 

Staskey can he reached at 
,\w.rky@ii11K!Sl<nlemdi1lf!1.w1 
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and fonn some sort of cohe
siveness with one another. 

"We only had two prac
tice~.·· Ohio coach Justin 
Clifford said. "We didn't 
have great attendance at 
either practice. but it wasn't 
because these kids don't 
want to be here or anything 
like that. It"::. people had 
track meets or baseball 
games. 

"This is a great honor for 
these kids. and I thmk they'll 
realize that more when they 
get older ... 

Clifford played in the 
1999 OV AC All-Star Game 
under Frontier's Roger Kirk
patrick. who will be joining 
him on the Buckeye..,· boys· 
bench this afternoon. 

"Coach Kirkp.:1trick told 
me he's 3-0 in the OVAC 
Game. and he doesn·t want 
to lose this one.·· Clifford 
said. "I told him I hope he·s 
not 3-1. either. There ·s a lot 
of people who look at thi~ 
game (on paper} and imme
diately think we're an under
dog. but we· II be there to 
compete ... 

While it's an all-star game 
and an enjoyable experience 
for everyone involved. when 
you put 30 players together 
from rival states. the level of 
competition is certainly evi
dent. 

·•we·re going in to have 
fun obviou~ly. but we're try
ing to win this game." said 
Oak Glen's Vince Gilliam. 
who will coach the West 
Virginia boys for the second 
time in his career. " We ·re 
gomg to let the kids play and 
do what they do be~t. We've 
pract[ccd a few times. but 
these guy, are all-stars and 
don·t need a lot of practice ... 

West Virginia's boys· 
squad appears to have a dis
tincl advantage on the interi
or with players like Weir's 
L.J. Campbell. Wheeling 
Park's Richard Hall and 
Magnolia ·s Jared Blatt. just 
to name a few. However. 
Weir'l> Shawn Burns. Oak 
Glen·s Clav Owings. Wheel
ing Central'-; ZacfHood and 
Jordan Sorge also demon
strate the Mountaineers have 
quality bad:court play a!> 

well. 
Those are guys Gilliam. 

who recently decided to 
return to Oak Glen after ini
tially saying he ·ct step down. 
plans to get involved early 
and often. 

"We ·re going to get out 
and run mainly. but we feel 
we've got more size than 
Ohio." Gilliam !>aid. 
·'we·re going to do some 
basic things in the halfcourt 
and then look to run up and 
down the floor and spot up.·· 

0

The Ohio boys aren't 
without size. Buckeye 
Local's Joe Rine stands 6-
foot-7. while Bridgeport's 
Nate Maleski. Martins 
Ferry's Jordan Burress and 
S.henandoah ·s Wes 
Rataiczak were serious con
tributors for their respective 
teams in the painted area. 

However. Clifford's been 
really iqipressed with hi:, 
guard play. including the 
likes of Zanes vi Ile· s Raheem 
Forman. Shadyside's Nick 
Schuetz and Justin Andes as 
well as Steubenville·~ 
Dwight Macon. 

"We've got some very 
talented kids on this team ... 
Clifford said. "It's not hard 
to see why Zanesville was in 
the state tournament and 
Shadyside won so many 
games this season. Some of 
these kids I didn ·1 know 
much about. but that's one 
of the best parts of this game 
is getting to know these guys 
and ~ee what they have to 
offer ... 

Wheeling Park coach 
Meredith Anderson is still 
relatively ne~ to the OV AC 
and is coaching in her fi~t 
all-star game. She's leammg 
quickly about the rivalry 
between the two neighboring 
states. 

• 'The competition 
between Ohio and West Vir
ginia is still relatively new to 
me:· Anderson said. "I am 
really looking forward to 
being part of the game. I 
think it's a great experience 
for the kids and the coach
es. 

Much like the West Vir
ginia boys. Anderson feels 
the Mountain State girls also 

have an advantage on the 
block. 

·•we·re heavy with post 
player:,.·' Anderson said. 
"We ·re going to try to play 
up that advantage. We've 
had great practices with 
great attendance, and the 
kids are really meshing 
well.'' 

Anderson admits ,<;he did
n't get to see many of the 
small schools play this year. 
Therefore. she's been 
impressed with Cameron's 
Rachel Fisher. 

"There's a lot of talent in 
West Virginia.'" Anderson 
said. ''It's been nice to get to 
see some of what the. small 
schools have to offer. That's 
just another part that makes 
this game a great experi
ence." 

Ohio coach Tina Yates 
admitted a few weeks ago at 
media night that a lot of her 
players didn't know each 
other's names when they 
arrived for their first prac
tice. 

• 'They were yelling by 
school name, ·Hey, Bar
nesville. or hey. Meadow
brook: •• Yates said. "But. 
we ·ve gotten to know each 
other and I think we've 
come together. We're look
ing forward to competing ... 

The Buckeyes squad i~ 
guard-oriented. to say the 
least. The likes of Bridge
port·, Rachel Benda. 
Beal ls ville 's Tori Jarrett, 
Indian Creek's Ty Harris 
and Fort Frye· s Ashley 
Okey are a few of the 
notable players: 

··we know West Virginia 
is going to be bigger than us 
inside:· Yates said. "This is 
an all-star game. We don't 
plan on even remotely trying 
to play in the half court. 
Obviously. there will be 
times when it is a half-court 
game. but for the most part 
we ·re looking to run." 

The biggest challenge for 
all the coaches is finding 
equal minutes for the players 
who've earned their way 
onto the teams. 

The consensus among the 
coaches was all will try to 
find three balanced five-per-

son groups to play equally 
throughout the game. How
ever, all reserved the right to 
mix and match at crunch 
time. 

·•1 don't think our actual 
best five kids will start the 
game,' · Clifford said. 
''We're trying to be as equal 
as we can so no one should 
actually look into who's 
starting the game. In all-star 
games. it's more important 
to see who fini<;hes the 
game.'' 
~ OVACNOTES 
■ Prior the game. the 

players and coaches will be 

honored at a luncheon at 
Undo's West in St. 
Clairsville. It begins at 
12:30 p.m. 
■ New this year is a 3-

point shootout. which i:-. 
sponsored by Panhandle 
Cleaning and Restoration. 
The event will mimic the 3-
point shootouts seen at the 
collegiate and professional 
levels. Each competitor will 
have 60 seconds to shoot 
from five different racks set 
up around the three-point 
arc. 
■ Tickets for the game 

have been on sale at area 

Kroger Stores and all tickets 
will be sold at the gate today 
for $7. 
■ Along with the hoops. 

several special awards will 
be presented. Recipients 
include: BeeBee Marinacci 
(Scorekeeperffimer A ward): 
Jim ·'Dubie" Dailer (Earl 
Haberfield Boys Basketball 
Coach Award): Ron Smyth 
(Rich Saffield Girls Basket
ball Coach Award): Tom 
Wilson ( Robert Dawson 
Basketball Officials A ward) 
and Tug Robson (Bob Bur 
ton Distinguished Service 
Award). 

.OV AC All-Star Games 
Set to Tip Off Today 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 

Area prep basketball's 
"best of the best"' will 
have one more chance to 
shine. 

Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Basketball Games are on 
tap. which will officially 
put the finishing touches 
another prep basketball 
campaign. 

The Ohio and West Vir
ginia squads will meet at 
Ohio University-Eastern·s 
Health and Physical Edu
cation Center today. The 
girls' game tips at 3 p.m. 

Inside 
■ Wilson to receive Robert 
Dawson Basketball Off1c1al 
Award 

Page B5 

and the boys· game fol
lows 20 minutes after. 

Since respective teams' 
seasons ended throughout 
March. all four squads 
have tned diligently to set 
up a handful of practices 
basically just so the play
ers can learn who each are 

See. OV AC, Page 88 
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Wilson to Receive 
Official's Award 
By SETH ST ASKEY 

For the News-Register 
Tom Wilson loves 

basketball. 
He was a standout 

player at Wheeling High. 
helping the final Wild• 
cats squad win the West 
Virginia State Champi 
om,hip in I 976. 

After playing two ~a
s on s at West Liberty 
State College. Wilson 
oave up the playing 
~areer and started offici
ating games in the col
lege· s intermural pro
gram. 

.. I really liked (offa:i 
ating) and it just s1uck 
with me.·· Wilson <;a1d. 

At the urging of a cou
ple of friends, Wilson 
registered for a class to 
hecornc a C<.!rlified bas
ketball official and from 
there. the rest is history. 

Wilson is being recog
nized for his career with 
the Robert Dawson Bas
ketball Official's Award. 
which will be presented 
during the annual 
Samuel A. Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Basket
ball Classic slated for 
today at Ohio University 
Eastern. 

• ' I was very surprised 

I 
and humbled when I 
received word that I h~d 
been chosen for this 
award.'" Wilson said ... , 
was ~hocked because I 
thought it was for guys 
who dedicated their 
entire careers to working 
in the OVAc.·· 

Wit-.on ,;pent 24 years 
working in the OV AC 
before he got out of the 
prep ranks when his two 
boys were playing and 
then stayed active a~ a 
collegiate official. 

.. It ju~t got to be too 
much on the legs:· W1l 
son said about stepping 

back from working high
school games ... Instead 
of working six night~ a 
week. I went to workmg 
three nichts a week. It 
j u~t got to be too much 
of a time commitment.·· 

During his career. 
Wilson was selected to 
work six West Virginia 
state tournaments. 
including three title 
games. 

He worked at the 
regional level in Ohio. 
He wa~ also selected to 
work three Mumley All
Star Clas,;ics. 

Wilson entered the 
collegiate ranks of offici
ating in 1990 after 
attending a camp at 
Wheeling Jesuit Univer
sity. He was recom
mended by another offi
cial and then an observer 
offered him a contract. 
Along with his current 
WVIAC duties. Wilson 
also worked Division I in 
the Southern Conference. 
He ·s since cut his work
load to just the WVIAC 
and has worked three 
Division II tournaments. 

• Td like to officiate 
five or six more years:· 
Wilson said. 

Along with traveling 
all around as an official. 
Wilson was a firefighter 
for the city of Wheeling 
for 30 years before his 
retirement two years ago. 

• 'There are a lot of 
similarities between ofti
c iati ng and fighting 
fires:· Wilson said. 
'·Both can be chaotic at 
times. but there are defi
nitely no life or death 
times in officiating.·· 

Tom currently resides 
in the Springdale section 
of Wheeling with hi\ 
wife of 26 year\. Susan . 
and son~. Ryan and 
Casey. 

Wilson to be honored with official's 
award at today's OVAC game 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Tom Wilson loves basketball. 
He was a standout player at 

Wheeling High. helping the final 
Wildcat~· squad win the West 
Virginia State Championship in 
1976. 

After playing for two years at 
West Liberty State College, Wilson 
gave up the playing career and started 
officiating games in the college's 
intermural program. 

.. , really liked (officiating) and it 
just stuck with me:· Wilson said. 

Al the urging of a couple of 
friends. Wilson re1?istered for a class 
to become a certified basketball offi
cial and from there the rest is history. 

Wilson is being recognized for his 
career with the Robert Dawson 
Basketball Official's A ward. which 
will be presenied during the annual 
Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Basketball Classic slated for Sunday. 
April I I at Ohio University Eastern. 

"I was very surprised and humbled 
when I received word that I had been 
chosen for this award.'' Wibon said. 
"I was shocked because I thought it 
was for guy~ who dedicated their 

entire careers to working in the 
OVAC." 

Wilson spent 24 years working in 
the OVAC before he got out of the 
prep ranks I; -
when his 
two boys 
were play
ing and then 
stayed 
active as a 
col-legiate 
official. 

"It just 
got to be too 
much on the 
I e g s ... 'r.v
Wilson said 
about step
ping back 
from working high school games. 
"Instead of working six nights a 
week, I went to working three nights 
a week. It just got to be too much of a 
time commitment.'' 

During his career. Wilson was 
selected to work six West Virginia 
state tournaments. including three 
title games. 

He worked at the regional level in 
Ohio. He was also selected to work 

three Mumley All-Star Classics. -1;. 
Wilson entered the collegiate 

ranks of officiating in 1990 after 
attending a camp at Wheeling Jesuit 
University. He was recommended by 
another official and then an observer 
offered him a contract. Along with 
his current WVIAC duties. Wilson 
also worked Division I in the 
Southern Conference. He· s since cut 
his workload to just the WVIAC and 
has worked three Division II tourna• 
ments. 

--I'd like to officiate five or six 
more years:· Wibon said. 

Along with traveling all over as an 
official. Wilson was a firefighter for 
the city of Wheeling for 30 years 
before his retirement two years ago. 

..There are a lot of similarities 
between officiating and fighting 
fires:· Wilson said. "Both can be 
chaotic at times. but there are defi
nitely no life or death times in offici• 
ating." 

Tom currently resides in the 
Springdale section of Wheeling with 
his wife of 26 years Susan and sons 
Ryan and Casey. 

Srasker can be reached at 
sstaskey@ii111esleadero11line.com 


