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THE OHIO players, coaches and cheerleaders pose for an impromptu team picture following their 47-7 drubbing of West Virginia in the 64th annual Rudy
Mumiey OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic Sunday evening at Wheeling Island Stadium. Additional images may be found at cu.timesleaderonfine.com and

on Page B2. :

BUCKEYE BEATDOWN

Practice makes
&3 perfect for Ohio

&|  Hammer down. Again.

The opposing rosters didn’t neces-
sarily indicate a blowout was looming
in Sunday night’s annual OVAC All-
Star Classic.

1 honestly felt we had a pretty good
chance to win this game.” confessed
West Virginia Coach Bob Kramer in
the aftermath of Ohio’s 47-7 rout.

Kramer's Mountaineers competed
early before a second quarter surge per-
mitted Ohio to compile an insurmount-
able lead.

There were standouts all around for
a Buckeye squad which would have

nothing of a competitive matchup.
i ~We were beiler prepared. That's
because we practiced as
hard as we played.”
. noted Martins Ferry’s
. Matt Shreve. one of
three Purple Riders
impacting Sunday’s

Ohio cruises, 47-7,
in 64th OVAC Game (S

By SETH STASKEY T
Times Leader Sports Editor

WHEELING — During the week leading
up to Sunday’s 64th annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic.
the West Virginia players did a little bit of
chirping.

However. the Ohio players never took the
bail. instead insisting on doing their talking
here on the Wheeling Island Stadium turf.

Boy. did they ever.

The Buckeye State turned in an over-
whelming 47-7 victory in front of another
large turnout over the Mountain State rivals,
extending the Buckeyes® winning streak to
five in the annual classic and have now won
ail but one
game since the
1994 contest. . .
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BUCKEYE BEATDOWN

Onhio cruises, 47-7,
in 64th OVAC Game

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

WHEELING — During the week leading
up to Sunday's 64th annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic,
the West Virginia players did a little bit of
chirping.

However, the Ohio players never toek the
bait. instead tnsisting on doing their talking
here on the Wheeling Island Stadiom turf.

Boy. did they ever.

The Buckeye State turned in an over-
wheiming 47-7 victory in front of another
large turnout over the Mountain State rivals,
extending the Buckeyes’ winning streak to
five in the annual classic and have.now won
all but one —
gume since the e =
1994 contest. . .

“our kids  ‘This went as

were a class
act all week.” well as we

said Ohio head .
en pDave planned it

Caldwell who coming in
ran his OVAC ,g
All-Star Game 1€FE.
record to now

an astounding - Dave

4-1. - “They Caldwell
didn’t do any

trash talking.
and 1 am just
proud of cach and every one of them
because they came here and represented
their communities well.”

The Mountaineer players made no bones
about the fact that they were tired of hearing
about Ohio and the state’s dominance and
even certain members of the Buckeyes’ ros-
ter.

*1 don’t really know about that, but it's
something they’li have to handle,” Caldwell
smiled. “This went as well as we planned it
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Hammer down. Again.

The opposing rosters didn’t neces-
sarily indicate a blowout was looming
in Sunday night's annual OVAC All-
Star Classic.

"1 honestly felt we had a pretty good
chance to win this game.” confessed
West Virginia Coach Bob Kramer in
the aftermath of Ohio's 47-7 rout.

- Kramer's Mountaineers competed
early before a second quarter surge per-
mitted Ohio to compile an insurmount-
able lead.

There were standouts all around for
a Buckeye squad which would have
B nothing of a competitive matchup.

d “We were better prepared. That's
because we practiced as
<4 hard as we played,”
% noted Martins Ferry’s
-« Matt Shreve. one of
0 three Purple Riders
impacting Sunday’s
outcome.
“Offensively. we
mixed our plays
well.” Shreve con-
tinued, “And
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which cost W. Va. the services of all-
state linebacker Dan Gordon of
Wheeling Central.

“If you had to hand pick one kid you
wanted in there all four quarters. it
would have been him.” Kramer
declared of the Maroon Knights™ ace.

“Dan went down after catching a
(first quarter) screen pass and tweaked
his knee. No use trying to risk anything
by putting him back on the field. It’s a
shame.

“Gordon was our vocal leader all
week in practice. 1 know he wanted

See, REALITY, Page B3

Sunday evening’s 64th
annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star was a total
case in point that the week
leading up to the game is as
miuch a business trip as it is
fun for the players.

All week leading up to §
the game on Wheeling
Island Stadium. the Ohio
players would casually
mention how tough their
camp was and that |
Beallsvilie head coach |
Dave Caldwell was putting [
them through three prac-
tices and it was just an
exhausting event.
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OHIO TAIL-
BACK Jeremy
= Murray battles
@ for the goal line
against West
Virginia's

o Jason Utt
during the

| second half of
Sunday’s 64th
i annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC
All-Star Game.
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coming in here,”

The Buckeves showcased their athletes
and there were plenty 1o showcase.

“We wanted 1o get our athletes on their
athletes. and we did that.” Caldwell contin-
ued. "It turned out really well for us, I'm
pleased with the effort. and what a great
week 10 be a part of this game.”

Two of the athletes they showcased
Union Local’s Jordan Barbina and Martins
Ferry's Jeremy Murray demonstrated
why they were 1wo of the three Eastern
District Players of the Year tn Division 1V
last season.

Barbina - who was the lone Ohio
player to serve as quarterback — threw for
three touchdowns and ran for one. All told.
he accumulated 233 vards of total offensc.
Through the air. Barbina completed 11 -oi-
23 passes for 196 vards and wsed five dif-
ferent receivers during the course of the
game.

“It was inspiring this week that some
(West Virginia) players were talking,”
Barbina said. I just came out and showed
what 1 was all about. and it was great hav
ing this much talent on the field. 1 think if
we put this team together through the (reg-
ular} season. ['m pretty sure we'd be state
champs.”

Murray — who was voted the game’s
Most Valuable Player through a fan vote
via text messages with more than 2.000
votes — got it done on both sides of the
bail. He led ail Ohio ground gainers with
88 vards on 14 toles. He caughi three balls
for 21 vards and played well in the second-
ary.

Those two were by no means alone in
the Ohio attack however,

On ity second possession of the contest,
Ohio cranked up the McDonald's Ail-Star
Band when Barbina capped a 6-play drive
with a 35-yard hookup with St
Clairsvilte's Brody Call. Cambridge’s Nick
Liptak was perfect on the PAT and Ohio
was off and running.

The Mountaineers™ didn't let the Ohio
momentum last wo long.

West Virginia head coach Bob Kramer
prompltly called the number of Wheeling
Central’s DeVaughn Gordon — who was a
game-time decision after tweaking a leg
during the week leading up to the contest.
However. he showed no il effects when he
rumbled for 43 yards and then took the
ensuing handoff to the end zone from 27
yards away. Brooke’s Jon Hood knotted
the game at 7.

West Virginia then forced a punt. but on
its next oftensive possession lost one of its
leaders to an apparent knee injury.

Robert Morris bound linebacker Dan
Gordon - who was a four-year regular at
Wheeling Central - saw some time at
tightend and caught a pass and his knee
appeared to plant in the turf. He didn't
return, which 1ook its toll on the Mounties.

“Dan was one of our inspirational lead-
ers all week.” Kramer said. "He busted his
butt and vou couldn’t have asked for any
more from a ball ptaver. und when he weni
down he was sort of like the pump-up guy
and the heart of our defense. We just
couldn’t afford 1o lose & guy like that.™”

With Gordon out of the mix. the Ohio

march going in from & yard out on what
appeared 1o be a busted play. Liptak was
again true on the PAT.

After the Ohio defense forced yel anoth-
er punt. the Ohio offense went back to
work.

Barbima hooked up with Call on a 34-
vard gainer and then five plays later he
found Bealisville’s Eric Lucas — another
first-team all-Ohio selection — ona |1-
yard strike, Liptak again connected on the
PAT. making it 21-7.

With just 69 seconds to go before the
internussion. Ohio was back at work.

On a fourth-and-10. Barbina found Big
Red’s Brandon Carroll on a crossing route
for a 32-vard touchdown. After a celebra-
tton penalty was enforced. the PAT was
wide left. making it 27-7 at the intermis-
sion.

[n the second half, Caldwell and the
Buckeyes featured the running game. going
1o Murray and Habig,

“All of the kids we used are good. quali-
ty athletes.” Caldwell said. “We're fortu-
nate o be in Ohio and have those kinds of
players that vou can come down here and
play with. 1 am proud of our entire tean.”

After Harrison Central’s Wes Skinner
took the second-half kick back to the 39.
Ohio needed just seven plays before Habig
tollowed the lead blocking of Martins
Ferry’s Matt Shreve into the end zone from
a yard oul.

Habig went up and dunked the bail over
the goal post. which resulted in a [5-vard
penalty and the PAT wury bounced off the
upright.

“We came out and just dominated the
game,” Habig said. I didn’t know 1'd get
to carry the ball as much as [ did, but we
worked on a thing called ‘fat backs’ ali
week and (Shreve) opened up a hole big
enough to drive a truck through.”

West Virginia appeared 1o have some-
thing going on the following possession,
driving to the Ohio 12 after former Park
Patriots Ryan Sengewalt and Eric
Mendenhall hooked up on a 34-yard gain-
er. but a loss rush. a no gainer and two
incompletions gave the ball back to the
Buckeves.

Murray got the second play of the drive
and busted 32 yards up the gut. running
over a W.Va. player in the process. Six
plays later, Habig took it in from 7 yards
out.

Ohio’s defense - which was lights out
following the back-to-back big runs by
Gorden in the first halt — accounted for
the final score. St. Clairsville's Zane Butler
blocked a punt and promptly pounced on it
to cap the scoring.

“We've used that defense the last three
all-star games we’'ve coached. and it"s what
we use at Beallsville.” Caldwell said. ~It’s
Just a good defense. and as you can see it
can turn into a dominating defense.”

All told. the Buckeyes gained 382 ‘yvards
of offense. West Virginia countered with
308 yards of offense,

Leading the Ohio stoptroops were the
River tandem of D.J. Duke and Jordan
Clegg. Shadyside’s Johnny Merryman.
Steubenville’s jeryl Christian, Buckeye
[Local’s Nathan Schaal Shreve and hig

Continued from Page B1

(this game) badly. When he
went down. it deflated us.”

Not s0 on the other side
where Union Local's
Jordan Barbina. Ferry’s
Jeremy  Murray and
Beallsville's Eric Lucas
were putting on the ritz.

Barbina. a playmaker
personified. never came
close to going down behind
the line of scrimmage.

The Lake Erie College
recruit either shredded W,
Va.'s secondary by ground
or completed clutch throws
by air.

Murray, meanwhile. got
up a head of steam carly
and often. accounting for
over 100 vards via runs and
catches.

The Mount Union-
bound Murray echoed the
sentiments of most of his
teammalies. insisting Ohio’s
decisive victory had been
achieved prior to Sunday.

“We went at it (practice)
three times a day and I'm
sure we were better pre-
pared. That showed here
tonight.” he stressed.

Informed his players
were virtually unanimous
regarding last week’s work
al West Liberty University,
Ohio’s Dave Caldwell was
pleased.

“That speaks volumes
for my staff and their abili-
ty to relile to our playvers.”
Caldwell remarked.

“It we looked and
played more like a cohesive
unit than a group of all-
stars. my coaches get all the
credil.”

Beallsville’s ultra-suc-
cesstul grid guru praised
the OVAC for staging a
second-to-none evening of
entertainment.

“Truthfully. 1 had reser-
vations about coming back
here again for a fifth time.”
Caldwell explained.

“But after taking into
account the purpose this
evenl serves and the young
people this game benefits. it
was 4 no-brainer. It was
just a great week and |
wouldn't trade it.”

EXTRA POINTS

CALDWELL praised
the Buckeyes® defense for
controlling the line of
scrimmage. “West Virginia
was able to hit some early
plays but we made adjust-
ments on the fly.” he
noted...

MONROE Central’s
Mikey Habig scored two
touchdowns. Following his
first six-pointer. the
Seminoles” star executed an
impressive spike of the
football over the goal post.
drawing a 15-yard
unsportsmanlike infraction.

“I thought we were the
most physical team. It real-
ly showed up as the game
wore on,” Habig related.

DESPITE the lopsided
outcome, a crowd of over
6.000 was treated to anoth-
er ofi-the-chart perform-
ance by the McDonald's
All-Star Band.

Over 200 of the val-
ley’s finest musicians were
assembled and despite rela-
tively short preparation
time, the ensemble was
once again magnificent -
both during their on-field
presentation - and
throughout the game per-
forming in the stands....

Gibson can be reached

o rgibson@timeslecleronine.com
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Mike who was a prep standout at Bellaire and an OVAC
All-Star under Caldwell in 1993 himself.

However. when Brody's dad played the Buckeyes fell
in that contest to the Mountaineers by a 34-32 count and
don’t think son won’t be pointing that out.

“Getling in the end zone was a great feeling, but win-
ning this game is a greater feeling.” Brody said. “I get to
brag to my dad a little bit now.”

INJURIES: Unfortunately. the game of football yields
injuries as much as it does memories at times and
Sunday’s game was no exception on either accord.

West Virginia lost one of its feaders in the first quarter
when Wheeling Central linebacker Dan Gordon planted
after making a reception as a tight end and his knee
seemed to lock. He went to the wirf and eventually walked
oftf under his own power, but failed to return to the con-
test.

Hopefully. it’s nothing too serious seeing Gordon is
ticketed to continue his grid career at Robert Morris
University this fall.

Beaver Local’s Russell Paugh started the game at tight
end for Ohio and finished the game in street clothes after
tweaking a hamstring.

MAKING AMMENDS - Union Local's Jordan
Barbina. Martins Ferry's Jeremy Murray and the afore-
mentioned Call all took part in the Ohio North-South
Gume carlier this summer and their showings have been
well-documented.

However, Sunday’s convincing victory did more than
achieve redemption for that.

“Our hearts and minds were a little more into this
game.” Barbina said. “We wanted this one a lot more.™

SHOWBOATING OR FUN? - Depending on what
side of the Wheeling Island Stadium you were sitling on
would help determined your take on the Buckeyes™ cele-
brations after touchdowns.

Two unsportsmanlike penalties were called on the
Buckeyes after excessive celebrations. The first was a late
flag after Brandon Carroll scored on a 32-yard pass. The
second came after Monroe Central’s Mikey Habig
plunged in and promptly went up and dunked the ball
over the goal post,

“We didn’t do anything like that or even talk about
anything like that all week.” Barbina said. "It was just
spur of the moment.™

Habig's dunk was more of a challenge.

“1 told Coach Caldwell earlier (Sunday) that it 1 scored
a touchdown | was going to go up and dunk the ball.”
Habig said. “He said *sure go ahead. but I don't think you
can do it,” 5o that was all of the motivation I needed.”

DUKE of HANNIBAL - D.J. Duke is probably more
well-known around the Ohio Valley as a shot putter. And
rightfully so. the Ashland-bound thinclad did win back-to-
back state championships and set the Ohio State Record
several times over again with an incredible throw of 68-
ft-8 1/4.

However, he did twice earn first-team all-Ohio acco-
lades in footbali and he showed why and how Sunday
evening during the Mumley Classic.

Duke was a constant member of the West Virginia
backfield and he showed his athleticism even further
when he sprinted down the field and made a brilliant
open-field tackle after a punt return.

“We had one mishap in the game and it let them
score,” Duke said. “We just flew to the ball and made
plays when we had 10.”

Duke really enjoyed his time on the punt coverage
squad.

"I was rocking on those punts,” Duke srmiled, I super-
maned somebody and it felt good. 1 just took off down the
field because no one was guarding me.”

Duke made a statement early in the week about his
level of toughness to his tleammates. A group was watch-
ing a movie and he left his chair. which was promptly
filled by another piayer.

Duke got his seat back by hoisting the player out of the
chair by his neck.

“No one even tried to take my seat the rest of the
week,” Duke joked. "It was all in good fun. No harm was
meant, but [ did want my seat back.”

FRIENDSHIPS MADE: Athletes never seem to forget
who their teammates were and as the all-stars from 1950,
51 and 1952 were being recognized and the players and
coaches celebrating their 10-year anniversary were on the
field prior to the fourth quarter. new relationships have
been made all week once again this vear.

“The entire week was great.” Call said. “Getting to
meet all of these guys and hang out with them was almost
as great as winning.”

After the game plenty of Ohio players were already
making plans about get-togethers and exchanging contacts
and talking about be-friending each other on Facebook.

While the players in 1950, 51-52 and probably even
1999 weren’( talking about Facebook, they became bud-
dies for life. and that's what the OVAC Ali-Star experi-
ence is all about.

QUEENS: One of the highlights of the OVAC All-Star
Classic is the Queen of Queens pageant. Wheeling Park’s
Allison Clark was crowned the Queen of Queens for
2009, She becomes the fourthh winner from the school.

Also placing were: Linsly’s Allie Hundley (4th run-
nerup). Parkersburg South’s Kayla Morris (3rd runnerup).
Caldwell’s Megan McConnell (2nd runnerup). John
Marshall’s Anna McCombs (Ist runnerup) and Monroe
Central’s Stacey Schumacher (Miss Congeniality).

BAND: The McDonald’s OVAC All-Star Band once
again put on a riveting show in just three days of prepara-
tion. The band. which was some 220 members strong.
rocked out to a classic rock theme at halftime.

Staskey can be reached
sstaskev@timesieaderonline.com

at
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coming in here.”

The Buckeves showcased their athletes
and there were plenty to showcase.

“We wanted to get our athletes on their
athletes, and we did that.” Caldwell contin-
wed. "It wrned out really well for us, I'm
pleased with the cffort. and what a great
week Lo be a part of this game.”

Two of the athletes they showcased -
Union Local’s Jordan Barbina and Martins
Ferry's Jeremy Murray -~ demonstrated
why they were two of the three Eastern
District Players of the Year in Division 1V
tast season.

Barbina - who was the lone Ohio
player to serve as quarterback - threw for
three touchdowns and ran for one. All told,
he accumulated 233 vards of total offense.
Through the air. Barbina completed 1 1-of-
23 passes for 196 vards and used five dif-
ferent receivers during the course of the
game.

“It was inspiring this week that some
{Wesl Virginia) players were talking.”
Barbina said. T just came out and showed
what [ was all about. and it was great hav-
ing this much talent on the field: I think if
we put this team together through the (reg-
ular) season. I'm pretty sure we'd be state
champs.”

Murray — who was voted the game’s
Most Valuable Player through a fan vote
via text messages with more than 2.000
votes — got it done on both sides of the
ball. He led all Ohio ground gainers with
88 vards on 14 wtes. He caught three balls
for 21 yards and played well in the second-
ary.

Those two were by no means alone in
the Chio attack however.

On its second possession of the contest.
Ohio cranked up the McDonaid’s Afl-Star
Band when Barbina capped a 6-play drive
with a 35-vard hookup with St.
Clairsville’s Brody Call. Cambridge’s Nick
Liptak was perfect on the PAT and Ohio
was off and running.

The Mountaincers™ didn’t let the Ohio
momenium last too long.

West Virginia head coach Bob Kramer
promptly called the number of Wheeling
Central’s DeVaughn Gordon - who was a
game-time decision after tweaking a leg
during the week leading up to the contest.
However, he showed no 11l effects when he
rumbled for 43 vards and then ook the
ensuing handoff to the end zone from 27
yards away. Brooke's Jon Hood knotted
the game at 7.

West Virginia then forced a punt. but on
its next offensive possession lost one of its
feaders o an apparent knee injury.

Robert Morris bound linebacker Dan
Gordon - who was a four-year regular at
Wheeling Central saw some time at
tightend and caught a pass and his Knee
appeared to plant in the turf. He didn’t
return. which took its toll on the Mounties.

“Dan was one of our inspirational lead-
ers all week.” Kramer said. “"He busted his
butt and you couldn’t have asked for any-
more from a ball player, and when he went
down he was sort of like the pump-up guy
and the heart of our defense. We just
couldn’t afford to lose a guy like that.”

With Gordon out of the mix. the Ohio
offense went back to work.,

The Ohio offense featured its ground
game on the ensuing possession. The
Bucks marched 81 yards. chewing up more
than five minutes off the game clock in 12
plays.

The trio of Barbina. Murray and
Monroe Central’s Mikey Habig did the
brunt of the work. Barbina capped the
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Intformed his players
were virtually unanimous
regarding last week's work
al West Liberty University.
Ohto’s Dave Caldwell was
pleased.

“That speaks volumes
tfor my staff and their abili-
ty to relate 10 our players,”
Caldwell remarked.

“If we loocked and
played more like a cohesive
unit than a group of all-
stars, my coaches get all the
credit.”

Beallsville's ultra-suc-
cessful grid guru praised
the OVAC for staging a
second-to-none evening of
entertatnment.

“Truthfully. 1 had reser-
vations about coming back
here again for a fifth time.”
Caldwell explained.

“But after taking into
account the purpose this
event serves and the young
peopie this game benefits. it
was a no-brainer. It was
just a great week and |
wouldn’t trade 1t.”

EXTRA POINTS

CALDWELL praised
the Buckeyes' defense for
controiling the line of
scrimmage. “West Virginia
was able to hit some early
plays but we made adjust-
ments on the fly.” he
noted...

MONROE Central’s
Mikey Habig scored two
touchdowns. Following his
first six-pointer. the
Seminoles” star executed an
impressive spike of the
€ football over the goal post.
drawing a 7s- -yard
unsportsmanlike infraction.

"] thought we were the
most physical team. It real-
ly showed up as the game
wore on,” Habig related.

DESPITE the lopsided
outcome. a crowd of over
6.000 was treated to anoth-
er off-the-chart perform-
ance by the McDonald’s
All-Star Band.

Over 200 of the val-
ley's finest musicians were
assembled and despite rela-
tively short preparation
time, the ensemble was
once again magnificent -
both during their on-field
presentation -  and
throughout the game per-
forming in the stands....

Gibson can be reached
at rghsen@itinesiecderonfinecon

march going in from a yard out on what
appeared to be a busted play. Liptak was
again true on the PAT.

After the Ohio defense forced yet anoth-
er punt. the.Ohio offense went back to
work,

Barbina hooked up with Call on a 34-
vard gainer and then five plays later he
found Beallsville's Eric Lucas - another
first-team all-Ohio selection - on a 11
yard strike. Liptak again connected on the
PAT. making it 21-7.

With just 69 seconds to go before the
intermission. Ohio was back at work.

On a fourth-and-10. Barbina found Big
Red’s Brandon Carroll on a crossing route
for a 32-yard touchdown. After a celebra
tion penalty was enforced. the PAT was
wide left. making it 27-7 at the intermis-
sion.

In the second half. Caldwell and the
Buckeyes featured the running game. going
to Murray and Habig.

“All of the kids we used are good. quali-
1y athletes.” Cualdwell said. “We're fortu-
nate to be in Ohio and have those Kinds of
players that you can come down here and
play with. I am proud of our entire team.”

After Harrison Central’s Wes Skinner
took the second-half kick back to the 39.
Ohio needed just seven plays before Habig
followed the lead blocking of Martins
Ferry’'s Matt Shreve into the end zone from
a yard out.

Habig went up and dunked the.ball over..
the goal post. which resulted in a 15-yard
penalty and the PAT try bounced off the
upright.

“We came out and just dominated the
game.” Habig said. I didn’t know I'd get
to carry the ball as much as [ did, but we
worked on a thing called *fat backs™ all
week and (Shreve) opened up a hole big
cnough to drive a truck through.”

West Virginia appeared to have some-
thing going on the following possession,
driving to the Ohio 12 after former Park
Patriots Rvan Sengewalt and Eric
Mendenhall hooked up on a 34-yard gain-
er. but a loss rush. a no gainer and two
incompletions gave the ball back to the
Buckeyes.

Murray got the second play of the drive
and busted 32 yards up the gut. running
over a W.Va. player in the process. Six
plays laier. Habig took it in from 7 yards
out.

Ohio’s defense — which was lights out
following the back-to-back big runs by
Gordon in the first half - accounted for
the final score. St. Clairsville's Zane Butler
blocked a punt and promptly pounced on it
to cap the scoring.

“We've used that defense the last three
all-star cames we've coached. and it’s what
we use at Beallsville.” Caldwell said. “It’s
just a good defense. and as you can see it
can turn into a dominating defense.”

All old. the Buckeyes gained 382 yards
of offense. West Virginia countered with
308 vards of offense.

Leddm" the Ohio stoptroops were the
River tandem of D.J. Duke and Jordan
Clegg, Shadyside’s Johnny Merryman,
Steubenville’s Jeryl Christian. Buckeye
Local’s Nathan Schaal. Shreve and his
Ferry teammate Steven Woodford also
turned in brtliant defensive efforts.

Wheeling Park’s Ricardo Farrow tumed

sound on defense. made a catch for 47
yards and nearly busted two kickoff
returns.

Staskev  can  be reached
sstashey @timesteaderontine com

al

* Authorized
GEv@lzo

128 South Sugar Street,
St. Clairsville

740-695-6454
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game.” Barbina said. "We wanted this one a lot more.”

SHOWBOATING OR FUN? - Depending on what
side of the Wheeling Island Stadium you were sitting on
would help determined your take on the Buckeyes cele-
brations after touchdowns:

Two unsportsmanlike penalties were called on the
Buckeyes after excessive celebrations. The first was a late
flag after Brandon Carroll scored on a 32-yard pass. The
second came after Monroe Central’s Mikey Habig
plunged i and promptly went up and dunked the ball
over the goal post.

“We didn’t do anything like that or even talk about
anything like that all week,” Barbina said. It was just
spur of the moment.”

Habig's dunk was more of a challenge.

“[ toid Coach Caldwell earlier (Sunday) that if [ scored
a touchdown | was going to go up and dunk the ball.”
Habig said. "He said *sure go ahead. but 1 don’t think you
can do it.” so that was all of the motivation | needed.”

DUKE of HANNIBAL -~ D.J. Duke is probably more
well-known around the Ohio Valley as a shot putter. And
rightfully so. the Ashland-bound thinclad did win back-to-
back state championships and set the Ohio State Record
several times over again with an incredible throw of 68-
ft-8 1/4.

However. he did twice earn first-team all-Ohio acco-
lades in football and he showed why and how Sunday
evening during the Mumtey Classic.

Duke was a constant member of the West Virginia
backfietd and he showed his athleticism even further
when he sprinted down the field and made a brilliant
open-field tackie after a punt return.

“We had one mishap in the game and it let them
score,” Duke said. “We just flew to the ball and made
plays when we had to.”

Duke really enjoyed his time on the punt coverage
squad.

“I was rocking on those punts,” Duke smiled. *1 super-
maned somebody and it felt good. I just took off down the
field because no one was guarding me.”

Duke made a staltement early in the week about his
level of toughness to his teammates. A group was walch-
ing a movie and he left his chair. which was promptly
filled by another player.

Duke got his seat back by hoisting the player out of the
chair by his neck.

“No one even tried to take my seat the rest of the
week.” Duke joked. “It was all in good fun. No harm was
meant, but | did want my seat back.”

FRIENDSHIPS MADE: Athletes never seem to forget
who their teammates were and as the all-stars from 1950,
51 and 1952 were being recognized and the players and
coaches celebrating their 10-year anniversary were on the
field prior to the fourth quarter. new relationships have
been made all week once again this year.

“The entire week was great.” Call said. ~Getting to
meet all of these guys and hang out with them was almost
as great as winning.”

After the game plenty of Ohio players were already
making plans about get-togethers and exchanging contacts
and talking about be-friending each other on Facebook.

While the players in 1950, 51-52 and probably even
1999 weren’t talking about Facebook. they became bud-
dies for life. and that's what the OVAC All-Star experi-
ence is all about.

QUEENS: One of the highlights of the OVAC All-Star
Classic is the Queen of Queens pageant. Wheeling Park’s
Allison Clark was crowned the Queen of Queens for
2009, She becomes the fourth winner from the school.

Also placing were: Linsly’s Allie Hundley (4th run-
nerup}. Parkersburg South’s Kayla Morris (3rd runnerup).
Caldwell’s Megan McConnell (2nd runnerup), John
Marshali's Anna McCombs (1st runnerup) and Monroe
Central’s Stacey Schumacher (Miss Congeniality).

BAND: The McDonald’s OVAC All-Star Band once
again put on a riveting show in just three days of prepara-
tion. The band. which was some 220 members strong.
rocked out to a classic rock theme at halftime.

Staskey Cin be reached at

sstaskey@timesieaderontine.com

DO YOU NEED
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By Searching Resumes at
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TOP ROW: Left: Ohio lineman Bo Clexo gets a drink

of water during the OVAC All-Star Charity Football

Classic. Right: Recent Martins Ferry graduate Jack
Cardosy-Fisher received the OVAC
McDonald’s Band Scholarship.

r LEFT COLUMN: 1) The McDonald's

| OVAC All-Star Band receives its

pre-game instruction. 2) A rain storm

SEE YOU  moved through for about six min-

VIEW utes of thé game and this rainbow

additional  formed behind the Ohio bieachers.

photos 3) OVAC All-Star Game officials Dr.

of this Dianna Vargo and Ron Mauck relax

event at prior to the game starting Sunday

cutimesleade evening. 4) Rhonda West -- mother

ronline.com  of Ohio all-star Sean West -- waves

a flag in support in of the Ohio team.

5) William Gibbons of Bethesda

takes part in the Health Plan $10,000 kick during
Sunday's game.

CENTER COLUMN: 1) Ohio players Nick Liptak (88)
and Jason Bahen (85) dodge the raindrops on the
Ohio sideline. 2) The Ohio Cheering squad holds up
its run-through sign awaiting the Ohio players to
emerge from the lockerroom. 3} The Ohio Ali-Star
Team from the Class of 1999 was recognized for its
10-year reunion prior to the fourth quarter.

RIGHT COLUMN: 1) Stephen McKinney of Harrison
Central and Trudy Dunlevy of Indian Creek show off
their horns prior to the halftime performance of the
McDonald’'s OVAC All-Star Band. 2) Ohio all-star
Kyle Blackman smiles on the sidelines as the rain
begins to fall. 3) Ohio Cheerleader Cheryl Vicker of
§t. Clairsville performs a jump during the OVAC All-
Star Charity Football Classic. 4) Dawn Crooks and
Lindsay Mendelson organize the air-guitars, which
were utilized in the performance by the McDonald's
OVAC All-Star Marching Band.

T-L Photos/MIKE PALMER
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Classic. Right:” Recent Martins Ferry graduate Jack
Cardosy-Fisher received the OVAC
McDonald's Band Scholarship.

rr\ LEFT COLUMN: 1) The McDonald’s

u OVAC All-Star Band receives its

pre-game instruction. 2) A rain storm

- SEEYOU  moved through for about six min-

VIEW utes of the game and this rainbow

additional  formed behind the Ohio bleachers.

photos 3) OVAC All-Star Game officials Dr.

of this Dianna Vargo and Ron Mauck relax

event at prior to the game starting Sunday

cutimesleade evening. 4) Rhonda West -- mother

ronline.com  of Ohio all-star Sean West -- waves

a flag in support in of the Ohio team.

5) William Gibbons of Bethesda

takes part in the Health Plan $10,000 kick during
Sunday's game.

CENTER COLUMN: 1) Ohio players Nick Liptak (88)
and Jason Bahen (85) dodge the raindrops on the
Ohio sideline. 2) The Ohio Cheering squad holds up
its run-through sign awaiting the Ohio players to
emerge from the lockerroom. 3) The Ohio All-Star
Team from the Class of 1999 was recognized for its
10-year reunion prior to the fourth quarter.

RIGHT COLUMN: 1) Stephen McKinney of Harrison
Central and Trudy Dunlevy of Indian Creek show off
their horns prior to the halftime performance of the
McDonald's OVAC All-Star Band. 2} Ohio all-star
Kyle Blackman smiles on the sidelines as the rain
1 begins to fall. 3) Ohio Cheerleader Cheryl Vicker of

- St. Clairsville performs a jump during the OVAC All-
Star Charity Football Ciassic. 4) Dawn Crooks and
Lindsay Mendelson organize the air-guitars, which
were utilized in the performance by the McDonald’s
OVAC All-Star Marching Band.

T-L Photos/MIKE PALMER
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Gordon, W. Va.
All-Stars seek
redemption

By RICH GIBSON
Times Leader Sports Writer

~ You get a feeling Dan Gordon is dead set on redemp-
tion.

Not to mention the rest of his West Virginia All-Stars
for Sunday night’s annual OVAC Charity Classic at the
Island Stadium.

“We're aware of our (W. Va.)
record in this game.” Wheeling
Central’s talented middle line-
backer admitted. "I guess we're
considered the inferior team. But 1
can tell you. we're definitety
gonna bring it this Sunday.”

Gordon, a few short days
removed from heading to Robert Morris University just

outside Pittsburgh. has little idea what playing for an
‘inferior” team is al] about. LSl s AU

After all, he enjoyed unparalleled success as a Maroon PICTURED ARE the Ohio linemen for Sunday's 84th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Knight playing for Mike Young where qualifying for Classic. Front row, from left, are Ryan Dugan (Steubenville), D.J. Duke (River). George Ruckman

postseason play was a formality. {Beallsville), Bo Olexo (Union Local) and Sean West (Bridgeport). Back row, from left, are Brent Snider
{Indian Creek), Pat Gerst (Caldwe_ll), Schuyler Bondy (Monroe Central), Brant Poweli (Barnesville) and
See, WV, Page D3 Russell Paugh (Beaver Local). Additional images may be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com
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Informed the Mountaineers have unceremoniously
dropped 13 of these past 14 Rudy Mumley outings. Gordon
appeared a bit perturbed by the mere fact.

“We can always say Ohio has more schools to choose
from. but no one’s making excuses.” he explained. “We
need to use (our record) as motivation.”

Gordon indicated he'll report 1o Robert Morris, Aug. 6.
The 6-2. 230-pound ex-Maroon Knight is expected to con-
tend for a middle linebacker post.

Shadyside's Erik Cwalinski enjoyed multi-success with
the Colonials under veteran Coach Joe Walton who begins
his 16th season at RMU.

BEALLSVILLE'S Eric Lucas. meanwhile. is suiting up
a final time Sunday under Blue Devils® coach Dave
Caldwell.

“What else could you ask for?” Lucas offered. "It’s a
thrill just to play in this game. To play under your own
coach makes it extra special.”

Asked if he expected to log major minutes Sunday.
Lucas sounded the company line: “The idea is to put the best
athletes on the field.”

Lucas is taking his talents on to the Ohio Athletic
Conference at Muskingum College...

UNION Local’s Jordan Barbina opted for little-known
Lake Erie College. perhaps better known for its brutal win-
ters.

“They were 3-8 last season but return practically every-
one.” he noted. The Painesville. Ohio-based college made
Barbina one of its prized recruits.

Two Cambridge grads (Taylor Leppla. Bryan Standiford)
are also on board for the second-year NCAA Division [l
affiliate.

Lake Erie’s slate this fall includes a Sept. 12 appearance
at West Liberty and a Sept. 5 home opener vs. Fairmont
State.

Naturally, Barbina seeks to make his final prep-related
appearance Sunday a winning one.

[ recall watching (ex-UL gquarterback) Justin Schafer
play in (this) game when | was in sixth grade.” he related.
“Ever since, | hoped to follow in his footsteps.”

UNLIKE Barbina. $t. Clairsville’s Brody Call was
thrifled having his name selected for the Mumley Classic.

1 think you could say (playing in this game) sort of
snuck up on me.” Call admitted. “'I was fortunate to play in a
winning program under a great coach (Brett McLean).
Knowing I made a positive impact is very rewarding...”

Call is Kent State bound where he’ll seek to walk on with
the Golden Flashes™ baseball team...

EXTRA POINTS

| COULD be wrong. but I foresee a relatively low-scor-
ing encounter Sunday. In fact. I give West Virginia a very
go0d chance to break its four-game losing streak in a one-
possession final...

ALTHOUGH kickoft is set for 7:15 Sunday. fans are
advised to arrive early and witness the always-entertaining
pre-game festivities highlighted by the McDonald's All-Star
Band and Cheerleaders. The Island Stadium gates open at
5:30....

Gibson can be reached at rgib-
son@timesieaderonline .com



Jetf Harrison/The Daily Jeffersonian
The local area’s four representatives on the Ohio squad for the annual Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Charity Football Classic, stated Sunday, July 26 at Wheeing Island Stadium, are,
front row 1 to r, Lance Morrison and Nick Liptak of Cambridge; back row, Brant Powell of
Barnesville and Pat Gerst of Caldwell. Kickoff at Sunday’s game is set for 7:15 p.m.
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Preparations are under way
for OVAC All-Star Classic

JEFF HARRISON
THEDAIY JEFFERSONIAN

WEST LIBERTY, W. Va
— Preparations are under way
in full force for the annual
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star

Charity Football Classic. slated
this Sunday at Wheeling Island
Stadium,

The bi-state clash of recent-
ly graduated football players
from Chio and West Virginia
will kick off at 7:15 p.m. on
Sunday, and the 60-plus players
and their respective coaching
staffs will be hard at work all
weck Jong on the campus of
West Liberty University.

Both coaches — Ohio’s Dave
Caldwell  from Beallsville
High and West Virginia's
Bob Kramer Sr. from Weirton
Madonna
of the opportunity to coach in
the game and they like what
they've seen so far from their
respective teams.

“It's u great causc and any-
body who has a chance to
help in any way nceds to do
it because this game does a lot
m that regard.” said Caldwell.
who is coaching the Ohie all-
stars for the fifth time.

“They 're all good athletes and
good kids.” offered Kramer.
“They're supposed to be the
best of the best and we want
them to act like it. They go at
it tooth-and-nail on the practice
ficld. but then they walk oft and
can sull be friends.

“Win. lose or draw.” Kramer
added, it will be a great expe-
ricnce for all of the kids and,
hopefully. it will be a good
game to watch”

Not surprisingly. both tcams
have their share of quality ath-
letes on hand.

“We ve got a good mix of size
and speed and this group of
kids are all nice kids, too.” said
Caldwell, “We Il do what we ve
always done as far as style of
play and my basic philosophy
is 10 look at the defense and
take what they give you. We

- arc appreciative -

much.” he smiled. “The qual-

want to get our best athletes lge

footballfas much ‘as we can??”
=W¥ere el pleased carly-on.”
stated Kramer. “1 really like
our balance between running
backs and wideouts. Our line is
decent sized and very athletic
and can move well.

“We're not going to pound
it over and over,” he related.
“We'll try 1o open things up as
much as possible and I think we
have the kids to do just that.”

Caldwell did acknowledge
that coaching in the OVAC
game cuts into preparation time
with his Beallsville squad.

“It does take away from our

amAc
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team. and that's one draw-
back especially with a young
team like we have this year
(at Beallsville). but we've got
Coach (Lou) Tolzda running
things back home.”

As always. Ohio figures to
be favored in the game, but
Caldwell says that doesn’t mean
a whole lot come Sunday.

“They say we're favored.” he
acknowledged. “but the favorite
doesn’t always win in a footbail
game, There are a lot of things
that can happen — a bad snap..,
an mjury...the weather. You just
never know. West Virginia has
a very good football team and
now they have the kids from
Parkersburg {South) which will
make them a much better foot-
ball team. too.”

Game Director Bob Koch,
who recently retired as ath-
letic director at Cameron High
School. still enjoys the game
today as much as he did when
he took over nine years ago.

“This is the ninth year ['ve
done it and I still enjoy 1t very

Advance tickets at 'The Jeff’

Advance tickets for the annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic. slated Sunday, July 26 at Wheeling
Jsiand Stadium. will be on sale Tuesday through Friday at The
Duailv Jeffersonian office (831 Wheeling Ave.. Cambridge) during

regular business hours.

e

Advance tickets are $7 while all tickets at the game are $10.

Ty of people involved'is some-
thing. The players are top-notch
and the parents arc very appre-
ciative of what we're able to do
for their boys.”

Koch did say that there has
been some discussion of the
possibility of changing the date
for the game in the future.

“The hot-button question is
whether we should move the
game earlier in the summer
and I'm sure we'll discuss it,”
he commented, pointing to
such games as the Ohio North-
South Game and the Big 33
Classic which are played in
June. “We've lost some play-
ers over the years due to col-
lege commitments because of
the lateness of this game, but
the question becomes do you
want the game as an end to one
school year or the kickoff to
another one.

“We've always potten tremen-
dous support with the way it
is now.” he added. “but we'll
weigh things and see what we
want to do in the future.”

Four local players are part
of the Ohio roster — the
Cambridge duo of defensive
tackle Lance Morrison and
kicker Nick Liptak: Caldwell
guard Pat Gerst and Barnesville
tackle Brant Powell.

In addition to the daily prac-
tice sessions. there are plenty
of activities for the players this
week.

Today. it's the Osiris Shrine
Student Union Film and Pizza
while on Wednesday. the OVAC
Cheerleaders and members of
the McDonald's All-Star Band
report to West Liberty to begin
their preparations while that
evening will be the annual
George Strager Evening with
the Stars Banquet at Wheeling
Park’s White Palace.

On Thursday. it's an Ice Cream
Social for the participants al
West Liberty while on Friday,
the Queen of Queens Talent
Show featuring 29 contestants
will take place at WesBanco
Arena in Wheeling starting at 7
p.m. (admission for this is $5).

There will be a Pep Rally at
West Liberty’s Russek Field
on Saturday at 6 p.m.. sel-
ting the stage for Sunday’s host
of activities surrounding the
game.

Central’s
Gordon On
Mission
Recent all-star history
not sitting well with LB

By RICH GIBSON
For The Intelligencer

You get a feeling Dan Gordon is dead
sel on redemption.

~Not to mention the rest of his West Vir-
ginia All-Stars for Sunday night’s annual
l?VAC Charity Classic at the Island Stadi-

m.

“We're aware of our (W.Va.i record in
this game.” Wheeling Cenfral’s tulented
middle linebacker said. ~1 guess we're
considered lgefinferior team. But I can tell
you, we're definitely gonna bring it thi
Lohay - y gonna bring it this

Gordon, a few short days removed from
heading to Robert Morris University just
outside Pittsburgh. has little idea what
playing for an “inferior’ team is all about.

After all. he enjoyed unparalleled suc-
cess as @ Maroon Knight playing for Mike
Young where qualifying for postseason
play was a formality.

Informed the Mountaineers have uncer-
emoniously dropped 13 of these past 14
Rudy Mumley outings. Gordon appeared a
bit perturbed by the mere fact,

“We can always say Ohio has more
schools to choose from. but no one’s mak-
ing excuses.” he explained. “We need to
use (our record) as motivation.”

Gordon wiill report to Robert Morris,
Aug. 6. The 6-foot-2. 230-pound ex-
Maroon Knight is expected to contend for
a middle linebacker post.

Shadyside’s Eric Cwalinski enjoyed
multi-success with the Colonials under
veteran Coach Joe Walton who begins his
1 6th season at RMU.

BEEE

Bealisville’s Eric Lucas, meanwhile, is
suiting up a final time Sunday under Blue
Deviis” coach Dave Caldwell.

“What else could you ask for?” Lucas
asked. “'It’s a thrill just to play in this
game. To play under your own coach
makes it extra special.”

Asked if he expected to log major min-
}Jitl%s S-t}l;ldaya Lucas sounded the company

: e 1dea is o put t
Sl put the best athletes

Lucas is taking his talents on to the
Ohio Athletic Conference ki
Colluge. ce at Muskingum

Ty | EEN
_ Union Local’s Jordan Barbina opte
little-known Lake Erie College. gerﬁ;;?;
befter known for its brutal winters.

‘They were 3-8 last season but return
practically everyone.” he noted.

The Painesvilie. Ohio-based college
made Barbina one of its prized recruits.

Two Cambridge grads (Taylor Leppla,
Bryan Standiford) are also on board for
;ttl: second-year NCAA Division Il affili-

Lake Erie’s slate this fall includes a
Sept. 12 appearance at West Liberty and a
Sept. 5 home opener vs, Fairmont State.

~Naturally, Barbina seeks to make his
final prep-related appearance Sunday a
winning one.

"1 recall waltching (ex-UL quarterbac
Justin Schafer play in (this) gchme whenk?
was In sixth grade.” he said. “Ever since, 1
hoped to follow in his footsteps.”

) [ 1] |

St. Clairsvilie's Brody Call was thrilled
having his name selected for the Mumley
Classic.

“I think you could say (playing in thi
game) sort of snuck l}/p lc)mymeg.“ CI:HSI
admitted. =1 was fortunate to play in a
winning program under a greal coach
(Brett McLean). Knowing I made a posi-
tive impact is very rewarding...”

Call is Kent State bound where he’ll
seek to walk on with the Golden Flashes
baseball team.

ann

Although kickoff is set for 7:15 p.m.
Sunday. fans are advised to arrive early
and witness the always-enlertaining pre-
game festivities highlighted by the
McDonald’s All-Star Band and Cheerlead-
gr;.OThe Island Stadium gates open at




® Kramer

Continued from Page C1

"The coaching part of
this game is going to
breeze. .and that's no disre-
spect to Ohio. but picking
the team was really tough.”
Kramer continued, 1 feel
bad that | had to disappotnt
some of the Kids, but it was
a great honor for them just
to be nominated by their
coaches. You've got to fill
positions.”

Kramer recognized tor
of his own plavers who led
the Blue Doans 10 the
OVAC title and the afore-
mentioned Super Six berth.

“] could have taken five
of my own. but went with
four.” Kramer admitted.
“ALa small school. you've

Foose, all-stater Dan
Gordon. afl-stater
DeVaughn Gordon and
Nick Hurley.

Magnoiia which
played for the Class AA
state championship as well
last December - has a trio
of  players .on the
Mountaineers” roster.

The Bluc Eagles” repre-
sentatives include: Tyler
Hanna. Brandon Sprouse
and Jason Utt.

Brooke - which fin-
ished with a 3-7 record last
scason - garnered three
roster bids tor the OVAC
Gaine. Mike Henderson.
Jon Hood and Mike
Newton were the chosen

ones for the Bruins.

Weir — which qualified
for the Class AA playoffs
— got a pair of roster
spots. Artie Chappell and
Derrick Rovira were cho-
sen.

Parkersburg South -
which wasn’t admitted 10
the OVAC until after the
football season was com-
pleted - is tull-go and has
three of its plavers in the
game.

James Gifford. Jordan
Holliday and Chanz Jurrell
will all represent the Wood
County outfit on Wheeling
Island.

Bishop Donahue mus-
tered a pair of spols

Kramer  chose  Jon
Przelenski and Mau
Schrumpf to represent the
Bishops. Oak Glen was the
only other school with mul-
tipte members. Doug
Murray and Adam Vaughn
will represent the Golden
Bears.

Completing the West
Virginia rosier ure: Ryan
Lewicki (John Marshall),
Wes Cosper (Paden City):
Morgan Long (Valley):
Nick Ohrman (Linslv):
Michael Scott (Cameron)
and Nate Zills (Tyler
Consolidated).

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey @ timesteaderontin
e.com

g0l 1o be able (o play sever-
al positions. so the kids we
took Irom {(Madonna) are
versatile players.”

Representing the Blue
Dons will be: Joey Capito.
Vic DeCaria. Dante Greco
and Anthony Pietranton.

No fewer than ecight
plavers will get to play on
their home field for a final
time belore officiaily hang-
ing up the high school foot-
ball cleats.

Wheeling Park and
Wheeling Central each
have four representatives in
the game. The Patriots were
n the Class AAA playolfs
and the Maroon Knights
advanced 1o the state semi-
finals before being bounced
by eventual state champion
Williamstown.

The Patriots™ foursome
includes: Ricardo Farrow.
Eric Mendenhail. Ryan
Sengewalt and Derek Stahl.
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By SETH STASKEY

Caldwell
‘09 Ohio roster

Times Leader Sports Editor

picks

The Maroon Knights®
aroup includes: Zach
Name School
Joey Capito Madonna
Artie Chappe!l Werr

Wes Cosper Paden City
Vic DeCaria Madonna
Ricardo Farrow Whng. Park
Zach Foose W. Central
James Gifford P. South
Dan Gordon W. Central
DeVaughn Gordon W Central
Dante Greco Madonna
Tyler Hanna Magnolia
Mike Henderson  Brooke
Jordan Holliday P. South
Jon Hood Brooke
Nick Hurley W. Central
Chanz Jarrell P. South
Ryan Lewicki J. Marshall
Morgan Long Valley

Eric Mendenhall ~ Whg. Park
Doug Murray Qak Glen
Mike Newton Brooke
Nick Ohrman Linsly

Anthony Pietranton Madonna
Jon Przelenski Donahue
Derrick Rovira Weir

When the 64th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic takes the field on Sunday. July
26th at Wheeling Island Stadium. Beallsville head coach
Dave Caldwell will be in charge of the Buckeyes for the
fifth time,

However. this year's selection process has been one of

Matt Schrumpf Donahue
Michael Scoft Cameron

Ryan Sengewalt  Whg. Park
Brandon Sprouse  Magnoha

Derek Stahl Whg. Park
Jason Utt Magnolia

Adam Vaughn Oak Glen

Nate Zills Tyler Con. L

By SETH STASKEY
Ti?:"ues Leader Sports Editor

The hard part is Over.

Compared o picking the
roster. taking on Ohio m
the 64th annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic at
Wheeling Island Stadium
on Sunday. July 26th will
weem like a walk in the
pm\\\.’eirmn Madonna head
couch Bob Kramer — who
auided his Biue Dons 10 the
West Virginia Class A
State Championship Game
last December spent
countless hours with his
coaching staff. on the
phone and watching {ilms
irvine to formulate & 33-

Madonna’s Kramer
guides W.Va. squad

man roster. which will give

the Mountaineers their best
chance to knocking off the
Ohio squad. N
“(Picking) the roster 1s
probably the hardest thing
I've ever had to do in my
entire life.” Kramer said.
“There are so many deserv-
inu kids. but you can’t take
everyone.” _
Certain game rules dic-
fate representation and
coaches are encouraged 10
represent as many member
schools as possible.
Kramer has done that
very well seeing that every
West Virginia school has at
lcast one player in the
upcoming classic.

See. KRAMER, Page C3

the most difficult,

And that’s not necessartly because the talent is

greater than in his four

any

previous appearances.
ST A tough flayerB R School
. s asol i
process.” Caldwell said Taylo Bi,{,’;'s‘ E?%tel;::rrea:ipool
of assembling the 33 Jordan Barbina Union Local
best football players in E‘?" S}Ckir SdisonL |
" yle Blackman nion Local
‘l‘he ‘Buclkey.e Sta_[e. Schuyler Bondy M. Central
‘We've had some kids Tyler Brooks River
drop out due to various | Zane Butler St. Clairsville
reasons in the past. but | Brody Call St. Clairsville
never have we had to jg%gg'g’lggag” g?ﬁg?e”w"e
replace as many players | Ryan Dugan Steubenville
as we have had (0 this | DJ. Duke | River
year.” _ hPA?lE Gelfistb Caldwell
e . ikey Habig M. Central
Despite the roster Anthony Hocker  Bellaire
tl.fl nover. Cilld“’e” and Tay[or Lepp[a Cambrjdge
his trusted Blue Devii Nick Liptak Cambridge
staff feels it's assem- .'JEonr? LUCSIS gﬁa'c',s"‘-'c'f
o o« aki - nny Merryman adyside
b:f'd 1 quatity group of Jeremy Murray  Mantins Ferry
players who will report | B Olexo Union Local
o camp at  West [ Russell Paugh . Beaver Local
Liberty State College gr;;}tg ZOF‘;VeiL garr;lesg;"e
. Uckman ealisville
on ,“?’lu"ld‘l)f‘ JI?Iy I.9'lhl. Nathan Schaal Buckeye Local
don't know a lot | anthany Scott Zanesville
about the kids. but we | Matt Shreve Martins Ferry
feel we're going to be a | Wes Skinner H. Central
tatented team which is gfar: ,ir:gfr Egg;r;%gek
going 10 be able to do | Steven Woodford  Martins Ferry
the job.” Caldwell said.

“We tried to represent

as many schools as possible and in the meantime tried to
balance out the roster as best we could.” .

The Ohio side of the river — like West Virginia —
had several tcams make deep runs into the postseason and
when you do that good plavers usuaily play a role and

See, CALDWELL, Page C3



ANOTHER SHUTOUT

The Pittsburgh Pirates were blanked for
the second straight night by the
Arizona Diamondbacks/14
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Rudy Mumley OVAC Ali-Star Charity Football Classic
Ohio 47, West Virginia 7

Dominant Again

Buckeyes start
strong, rout
Mountaineers

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

WHEELING — During the week leading up to
Sunday’s 64th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic. the West Virginia players
did a tittle bit of chirping.

However. the Ohio players never took the bait.
instead insisting on doing their tatking on the Wheel-
ing Island Stadium turf.

Boy did they ever.

The Buckeye State turned in an over-whelming
47-7 victory int front of another lurge turnout against
the Mountain State rivals, extending the Buckeyes’
winning streak to five in the annual classic and have
now won all but one game since the 1994 contest.

“*Our kids were a class act all week.”” said Ohio
coach Dave Caldwell. who ran his OVAC All-Star
Game record to an astounding 4-i. " They didn’t do
any trash talking. and I am just proud of each and
every one of them because they came here and repre-
sented their communities well.™”

The Mountaingers players made no bones about
the fact that they were tired of hearing about Ohio
and the state’s dominance and even certain members
of the Buckeyes roster.

I don’t really know about that, but it’s something
they’ll have to handle.”” Caldwell smiled. ~*This
went as well as we planned it coming in here.””

The Buckeyes showcased their athletes and there

Photos by Mike Palmer  wag plenty to showcase.
Top: West Virginia’s DeVaughn Gordon “We wanted to get our athletes on their athletes,
(20) stiff arms an Ohio defender during  and we did that.”” Caldwell said. “*It tumned out real-
the Rudy Mumley OVAC Charity Foot- Iy well for us, I'm pleased with the effort. and what a
ball Classic on Sunday at Wheeling  great week to be a part of this game.

Island Stadium.

Left: Ohio’s Jeremy Murray, left, tries to
get into the end zone as West Virginia's

Jason Utt makes the tackle.

Ohio 47, West Virginia 7
West Virginia 7460 00— 7
Ohio 14 13 & 4 — 47
O — Call, 35 pass from Barbina. (L ptak kick}
W — Gordon, 27 run. (Hood kick}
©Q — Barbina, ! run, {Liptak kick)
QO -- Lucas 11 pass from Barbina. {Liptak kick)
O - Carroll 32 pass from Barbina. (Kick failed)
O == Habig % run. {Kick failedl.
O ~ Habig 7 run, {Liptak kiek.
O — Butler rec. blocked punt in end zone. {Liptak kick).

Newton 1-0.

Lewicki, 1-1-47; Mendanhall 1-1-38).

Jarrelt, 1-19; Zills, 2-46; Farrow, 1-47).
First Downs: Ohio — 17, W.Va, — 15.
Panatties: Ohio — 10-85, W.Va, — 8-70.
Fumblas/Lost — (ihio — 1-0; W.Va. —1-1.

Rushing: Ohio 136-186-3TD) Murray, 14-88; Barbina, 7-
37-TD; Habig. 13-54-2TD; Lucas, 1-5; Shreve, 1-2. W.Va.
{28-63-1) — Jarrall 6-1; Mendenhall, 1-6: De. Gordon, 8
93-1; Sengewalt, 7-(-27); Schrumpf, 4-1-14): Zills, 1-10;

Passing: Ohio, 10-23.196-3TD-2x (All by Barbina). W.Va.
— 11.28-245-1x. {Sengewalt, 6-21.80-1x, Newton 3-5-46;

Receiving: Ohio, 10-196 {Lucas, 3-57-TD. Carroll, 1-32-TD;
Murray 3-21; Call. 2.69-TD; Habig, 1-17). Wast Virginia,
11-245 {Utt, 2-36; Mendenhall, 4.86; Da. Gordon, 1-{-5)%

Two of the athletes showcased — Union Local’s
Jordan Barbina and Martins Ferry’'s Jeremy Murray
— demonstrated why they were two of the three
Eastern District Players of the Year in Division 1V
last season.

Barbina — who was the {one Ohio player to serve
as quarterback — threw for three touchdowns and
ran for one. All told, he accumulated 233 yards of
total offense.

Through the air. Barbina completed 11 of 23
passes for 196 yards and used five ditferent
receivers during the course of the game.

It was inspiring this week that some (West Vir-
ginia) players were talking.”” Barbina said. **1 just
came out and showed what 1 was all about, and it
was great having this much talent on the field. 1 think
if we put this team together through the (regular)
season, I'm pretty sure we'd be state champs.™

Murray — who was voted the game’s Most Valu-
able Player through a fan vote via (ext messages with
more than 2.000 votes — got it done on both sides
of the bail. He led all Ohio rushers with 88 vards on
14 totes. He caught threc balls for 21 yards and
played well in the secondary.

Those two were by no means alone in the Ohio
attack however.

Please See DOMINANT. Page 18
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(Continued from Page 13)
On its second possession
of the contest. Ohio crunked
up the McDonald's Ali-Star
Band when Barbinu capped
a six-play drive with a 35-
yard hookup with St.
Clairsville’s Brody Cull.
Cambridge’s Nick Liptuk
was perfect on the PAT and
Ohio was off and running.

The Mountatneers didn’t
fet the Ohio momentum last
too long.

West Virginia coach Bob
Kramer promptly calied the
number of Wheeling Cen-
tral’s DeVaughn Gordon -
who was a game-time deci-
sion after tweaking a leg
during the week leading up
to the contest. However, he
showed no ill effects when
he rumbiled for 43 vards and
then took the ensuing hand-
off to the end zone from 27
yards away. Brooke's Jon
Hood knotted the game at 7-
7.

West Virginia then forced
a punt. but on its next offen-
sive possession lost one of
its leaders 1o an apparent
Knee injury.

Robert Morris-bound
linebacker Dan Gordon —
who was a four-year regqular
at Wheeling Central — saw
some time at tightend and
caught a pass and his knee
appeared to plant in the turf.
He didn"t return. which
tock its 1ol on the Moun-
taineers.

“*Dan was one of our
inspirational leaders all
week.”” Kramer said. “*He
busted his butt and you
couldn’t have asked for any-
more from a bal player. and
when he went down he was
sort of like the pump-up guy
and the heart of our defense.
We just couldn’t afford to
lose a guy like that.™

With Gordon out of the
mix. the Ohio offense went
back o work,

The Ohio offense featured
its ground game on the cnsu-
ing possession. The Buck-
eyes marched 81 vards.
chewing up more than 5§

minutes off the game clock
in 12 plays.

The trio of Barbina. Mur-
ray and Monroe Central’s
Mikey Habig did the brunt
of the work. Barbina capped
the march going in from a
yard out on what appeared to
be u busted play,

After the Ohio defense
lorced yel another puat. the
Ohio offense went back to
work.

Barbina hooked up with
Call on a 34-yard gainer and
then five plays later he tound
Beallsville’s Eric Lucas —
another first-team all-Chio
selection — on a 11-yard
strike. Liptak again connect
ed on the PAT, making it
287,

With just 69 seconds to
go before the intermission.
Ohio was &t it agam.

On a f{fourth-and-10,
Buarbina found
Steubenville’s Brandon Car-
roll on u crossing route for a
32-vard wuchdown. After a
celebration penalty was
enforced. the PAT was wide
left. making it 27-7 at the
intermission.

In the second hatf. Cald-
well and the Buckeyes fea-
tured the running game.
going to Murray and Habig.

Al of the kids we used
are good. quality athletes.”
Caldweil said. **We're fortu-
nate to be in Ohio and have
those kinds of players that
you can come down here
and play with. T am proud of
our entire team. ™

After Harrison Central’s
Wes Skinner took the sec-
ond-half kick back to the 39,
Ohio needed just seven plays
before Habig tollowed the
lead blocking of Martins
Ferry’s Matt Shreve into the
end zone from a yard out.

Habig went up and
dunked the ball over the goal
post. which resulted ma 15
vard penalty and the PAT try
bounced off the upright.

We came out and just
dominated the game.”
Habig said. 1 didn’t know
I'd get to carry the ball as

much as 1 did. but we
worked on a thing called *fat
backs™ all week and (Shreve)
opened up a hole big enough
to drive a truck through.™
West Virginia appeared to
have something going on the
following possession. driv
ing to the Ohio 12 after for-
mer Wheeling Park Patriots
Ryan Sengewalt and Eric
Mendenhall hooked up on a
34-yard gainer, but a loss
rush. a no-gainer and two
tncompletions gave the ball
back to the Buckeyes.
Murray got the second

play of the drive and busted |

32 yards up the gut. running
over a West Virginia player
in the process. Six plays
later. Habig took it in from 7
yards out.

Ohio’s defense — which
was lights out following the
back-to-back big runs by
Gordon in the first half —
accounted for the final score.
St. Clairsville’s Zane Butler

blocked a punt and promptly |
pounced on it o cap the |

SCOFINg.

We've used that defense
the last three all-star games
we've coached. and it's what
we use at Beallsville.” Cald-
well said. 1S just a good
defense, and as you can see
it can rn into a dominating
defense.”

All told. the Buckeyes
cained 382 yards of offense.
West Virginia countered
with 308 yards of offense.

Leading the Ohio stop-
troops were the River tan-
dem of D.J. Duke and Jor-
dan Clegg. Shadyside’s
Johnny
Steubenville’s Jeryl Christ
tan. Buckeye Local’s
Nathan Schaal. Shreve and

his Martins Ferry teammate |

Steven Woodford also
wmed 1n brilliant defensive
efforts.

Wheeling Park’s Ricardo
Farrow turned in a strong
individual performance. He
was sound on defense. made
a catch for 47 yards and
nearly busted two kickoff
returmns.

Merryman. |

(Continued from Page 13)
But West Virginia lost
the game, 26-19. Ohio won
all three of the games being
represented this weekend.

Shively takes away many
memories from that particu-
lar contest. It also brought
him something more — a
college scholarship.

After his performance,
he was offered a scholar-
ship to Pitl. His stint there,
though, was short-lived.

“T went to Pitt and after
a week-and-a-half, 1 real-
ized 165 pounds wasn’t
good enough.”” Shively
joked. **So then I hopped
on a bus and went o Vir-
ginia and went to school at
Washington and Lee. Two
years later. | ended up at
Arizona State and that is
where 1 got my degree.™

Whilc Shively was a star.
just being picked for the
gamc was a thrill for some
of these players.

Warwood's Don Mayles
was Shively’s backup and
he got in for just three
plays. But those three plays
have lasted him a lifetime.

““We moved the ball for
a first down and then 1 got
taken out,”” Mayles said.
“‘But 1t was still great to be
able to get in and play
against these guys. Back at
that time. we all knew each

other.
friends.

**In 1952, every team
was a good tcam and just to
get picked and be on the
team was a privilege.’”

And those memories are
something that the players
participating this weekend
should take with them. The
return of the game’s players
is becoming one of the fea-
ture aftractions of the annu-
al weekend, along with the
Queen of Queens, Evening
With the Stars, and, of
course, the game itself.

“‘Not to be negative, but
I don’t know if (the kids
today) can play on the field
with  these  guys,”’
Rataiczak said. ‘*These
guys were hard-nosed,
tough, competitive, and
they didn’t have the things
the kids have today.

‘“What they can take
from them is the friend-
ships they are making in
camp right now. You never
know the pipeline of
friends you create and that
can help you out as you go
through life. I hope the kids
understand that it’s not
about whether Ohio or
West Virginia wins. It’s not
about who dominates who.
It’s about what they are

Everybody was

going to do years from

now."”

i,

HAWG
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(Continued from Page 13)

It was an experience
they will never forget after
having the opportunity to
play with, and against,
Division-I signees and
well-known players from
throughout the Buckeye
State.

The opportunity at
redemption stems from the
sour taste all three left
Ohio Stadium with in their
mouths.

The three locals who
were in Columbus were
members of the South
team, which got, to put it
mildly, drilled by the North
to a tune of 49-7.

“*We definitely got beat
real bad,”” Call said with a
smiie. ‘“Hopefully this
week will be a different
story.”’

They reported to training
camp for this weekend’s
Rudy Mumley OVAC
game with the usual moti-
vation that comes with the
contest, including beating
the rival state, wanting to
represent your alma mater
well and getting to meet
new players from all across
the valley in the process.

But seeing as the early
portion of their all-star
summers didn’t go well,
three of the key cogs this
week for Dave Caldwell’s
Buckeyes have additional
motivation.

*‘I've been looking for-
ward to this game for a
leng time,’” Call said.
*“This is the game you
want to play in when
you're a kid growing up in

o
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this area and I am just hon-
ored to be here. And after
what happened ecarlier, we
don’t want that to happen
again.”’

Barbina. who played
quarterback in the game.
spent much of it running
for his safety. had little
time to operate the offense,
and was guilty of an inter-
ception early, which the
North turned into points to
set the tlone.

While that game was a
big honor for Barbina after
his first-team all-Ohio
campaign, Sunday is what
he’s had marked on his cal-
ender since learning of his
selection and dating back
to probably junior high.

**We're going into this
game looking to win big
time because it’s the Ohio
vs. West Virginia OVAC
matchup that you dream
about playing in,”’ Barbina
said. “*It’s really nice
because you've read up
about all of these guys
throughout the season and
followed them ail year.™

Unlike most North-
South games and teams.
people in the Ohio Valley
have long memories about
victories and loses the
OVAC Game, and Barbi-
na's aware of that fact.

**People  definitely
remember this game,
there’s no doubt about
that,’’ he said. “*We're
practicing hard and every-
one’s got the same goal in
mind. That’s to win the
game and hopefully do
something on the field.””

Murray, who was also an
all-Ohioan last season after
rushing for more than
2,000 yards for Martins
Ferry, saw time at tailback
and quarterback in Colum:
bus, and like the rest of the
South offense, just couldn’t
fend off the North to make
anything really happen.

“It’s nice to have anoth-
er chance to just go out and
play, but to win and have a
lot better showing would
definitely make it a lot
nicer.”” he said.

Along with having for-
mer prep teammates Matt
Shreve and Steve Wood-
ford in camp along with
Call and Barbina, there are
numerous others Murray
knew before he got to West
Liberty on Sunday, which
is much different than ear-
lier in the summer.

*You don't have to
spend a lot of time getting
to know everyone,”” Mur-
ray said. ‘‘That helps
things a lot because you
can just go out and work on
things and get a lot more
accomplished on the prac
tice field.”

Whether or not that
redemption is earned for
these three Buckeyes will
be determined Sunday. All
three are throughly enjoy-
ing the Mumley Game
experience, which kicks
into full gear tonight.

OVAC NOTES

B Tonight the players,
coaches, queens and cheer
leaders will meet at Wheel-
ing Park’s White Palace for
the annual George Strager
Evening With the Stars
Dinner.

B The OVAC All-Star
Band and All-Star Cheer-
leaders report to West Lib-
erty University today to
begin their preparations for
Sunday’s game.
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Photo by Seth Staskey
Pictured is the Ohio squad for tonight’s 64th annual Rudy Mumley All-Star Charity Football Classic at Wheel-
ing Island Stadium. Front row, from left, are Jeremy Murray (Martins Ferry), Wes Skinner (Harrison Cen-
tral), Eric Lucas (Beallsviile), Jordan Barbina (Union Local), Kyle Blackman (Union Local) and Bredy Call (St.
Clairsville). Second row, frem left, are Taylor Banks (Harrison Central), Brandon Carroll (Steubenville), Jeryl
Christian (Steubenville), Zane Butler (St. Clairsville), Matt Shreve (Martins Ferry), Anthony Scott (Zanesville)
and Jordan Clegg (River). Third row, from left, are Mikey Habig (Monroe Central), Tyler Brooks (River),
Johnny Merryman (Shadyside), George Ruckman (Bealisville), Schuyler Bondy (Monroe Central), Bo Olexo
{Union Leocal), D.J. Duke (River) and head coach Dave Caldwell (Beallsville). Fourth row, from left, are Brent
Snider (Indian Creek), Pat Gerst (Caldwell), Brant Powell (Barnesville); Steve Woodford (Martins Ferry), Rus-
sell Paugh (Beaver Local), Ryan Dugan (Steubenville) and manager Derek Lucas (Beallsville). Fifth row, from
left, are Nathan Schaal (Buckeye Local), Lance Morrison (Cambridge), Jason Bahen (East Liverpool), Nick
Bickar (Edison}, Sean West (Bridgeport) and Nick Liptak (Cambridge). Top row, from feft, are trainer Randy
Elliott, assistant coaches Clint Abbott (Bealisville), Paul Kanzigg (Beallsville), Rusty Lucas (Beallsville), Dave
Wiles (Beallsville), Tyler Brown (Beallsville) and Franklin Holley (Beallsville).

It’s Time
To Play

W.Va,, Ohio

| ready for
| kickoft

By SETH STASKEY

For the News-Register

It’s game day in the Ohio
Valley.

The 64th annual Rudy
Mumiey OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic
will take center stage this
gvening at 7:15 at Wheel-
ing Island Stadium when
the stars of Ohio and West
Virginta battle once again
for all-star glory.

I think we're as ready as
we're going to be.” Ohio
head coach Dave Caldwell
said. ~The kids are ready
and are really ready to get
out on the field and play the
game.”

West Virginia head coach
Bob Kramer. who is making
his debut at the Island as the
head coach of West Virginia,
has truly enjoyed his time
with his players and thinks
his team’s ready to go.

“We've had a great
week,” Kramer said. “The

| kids are upbeat and confi-

dent about the game and we
feel we’ve gotten a lot done
and we’re ready to go out
and put on a good show.™
While the players are
itching to get on the field
and show off their talents.

£4 for the coaches the climax

Photo by Seth Staskey
Set for this evening’s 64th Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Classic are these West Virginia all-stars,
Front row, from left: Eric Mendenhall (Wheeling Park), Chanz Jarrell (Parkersburg South), Anthony Pietran-
ton (Weirton Madonna), Michael Newton (Brooke), Ryan Sengewait (Wheeling Park), Ricardo Farrow (Wheel-
ing Park). Second row: DeVaughn Gordon (Wheeling Central), Zach Foose (Wheeling Central), Jacob Porter
(Oak Glen), Brandon Sprouse (Magnolia), Matt Schrumpf (Bishop Donahue), Jon Hood (Brooke), Nate Zills
(Tyler Consolidated). Third row: Head Coach Bob Kramer (Weirton Madonna), Derrick Rovira (Weirton),
Dante Greco (Weirton Madonna), Adam Vaughan (Oak Glen), Vic DeCaria (Weirton Madonna), Jon Przelens-
ki (Bishop Donahue), Artie Campbell (Weirton), James Gifford (Parkersburg South). Fourth row: Jordan Holl-
iday (Parkersburg South), Doug Murray (Oak Glen), Mike Henderson (Brooke), Nick Ohrman (Linsly), Tyler
Hanna (Magnelia), Michael Scott (Cameron), Joe Capito (Weirton Madonna), Amber Herback (Trainer). Fifth
row; Anthony Fulmer (Manager). Ryan Lewicki (John Marshall), Derck Stahlt (Wheeling Park), Jason Utt
(Magnolia), Morgan Long (Valley), Dan Gordon (Wheeling Central). Sixth row: Assistant coaches John Dur-
dines, Jon Kendrick, John Lesho, Bob Kramer, Jr., Tom Taylor, Don Ogden.

of the week is a little bitter

| sweet.

“It’s been a real fun week
for (the coaches’ and the
kids.” said Caldwell. who is
coaching this game for the
fifth time. “The kids have
iistened well. behaved them-
selves and it's just been a

<. great group to work with.”

However, getting back to
work with their respective
home programs. which
earned them the right to be
a part of this game. is also
something that can’t be
taken lightly.

1 need my beauty sleep.”
Kramer joked. "It’s been a
long week. but it’s been
very enjovable. It's a first-
class game and the treat-
ment we've received has
been great and the kids

have done a fabulous job.”

Ohio’s offense figures t0
be a wide-open attack with
big playmakers at every
position, but being able to
distribute the ball equally
isn't something that Cald-
well’s all too worried about.

“From my past experi-
ences most of the kids just
want to win the game.”
Caldwell said. “They would
obviously love to play a key
role or score a couple of
touchdowns. but winning is
what they value the most.
We're going 10 try to spread
the ball around and get as
many people involved as
we can.”

Leading the way for the
Buckeyes will be Union
Local’s Jordan Barbina who
will see most of the snaps at
quarterback.

“Jordan has showed me
all week why he received as
many awards as he did last
season.” Caldweil said.
“He's awfully talented.
He's got a strong arm and
he's probably one of our
fastest guys on the team.”

Behind Barbina. Martins
Ferry’'s Jeremy Murray won
the tailback job. He played
quarterback at Ferry and
earned first-team all-Ohio
in the process, but he ran
tfor more than 2,000 yards
in doing so.

Paving the way for Mur-
ray is Monroe Central’s
Mikey Habig who handled
that duty with the Semi-
noies.

When the Buckeyes put
the ball in the air — and
they will put it in the air
according to their coach —
Barbina will have a pletho-
ra of options available.

Splitting time at the
flanker spot are Union
Local’s Kyle Blackman and
Steubenviile's Brandon
Carroll. Beallsville's Eric
Lucas will be lining up as
the split end.

See. Time, Page B2

Ohio a Cut Above When it Comes to Téam Unify

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register

Each year during the week lead-
ing up to the Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Classic the teams try 10 come up
with a way to show a measure of
unity.

This vear. Shadyside’s Johnny
Merryman — who reported for
camp with a fresh mohawk —
enticed the rest of his teammates
to do the same.

Not all of them took the bait
however.

To do such a thing. however,
semeone had to have a set of ¢lip-

TS,

River's D.J. Duke — the owner

pers.
I brought the clippers because
[ hate trimming this {beard) with a
regular razor. so | brought my
clippers from home.” Duke said.
[ like the new look. I1's fust
something different to try. I know
it will grow back.”

Let the work begin.

Martins Ferry’s Steven Wood-
ford took the plunge and is sport
ing a new haircut for tonight’s
game,

T kind of like it.”” Woodford
admitted. "1t was a sign of unity.
but not everyone took part. But it
was fun though.”

Ohio quarterback Jordan Barbi-
na was one of the guvs who opted

Even a member of the Ohio
coaching staff is sporting a
mohawk for tonight’s game.

It’s Official

The Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Charity Football Classic isn’t
just an honor for the players.
coaches, cheerleaders and Queen
of Queens contestants.

The officials selected to work
tonight’s game also view the game
as a reward.

Sam “Chicken” Jones — a fool-
ball official of 22 years — draws
his first assignment as referee in
the annual summer extravaganza.

I am fired up about this.” Jones
said. T am almost as fired up as |
was about working the Super Six.

son,

Unlike regular season games.
this 1sn’t a crew which works
together all the time.

The ofticials are selected and
assigned by a formula used by
football commissioner Don Zinni.

“There’s a method to how it’s
picked. and you can only work it
once every five years, so different
guys have a chance to work it.”
Jones said.

Jones will be joined in the
stripes by Joe Michaels (umnpire).
Lance Rice (linesman). T.J. Bran-
cazio (line judge). Matt Young
(side judge), Warren Elliott (field
judge) and Mark Sperlazza (back
judge).

ued. “We’ll let the kids play. but
with the safety issue. we'll keep
the game under control.™

The honorary official for the
game is Jim Sperlazza of Wells-
burg.

Welcome Aboard

Parkersburg South joined the
OVAC at the end of the football
season last year and has been a
member ever since. 1t took part in
the spring sports championships.

Three football players and a
Queen of Queens candidate are
taking part in tonight’s game. The
plafyers are Chanz Jarrell, James
Gifford and Jordan Hoiliday. The
Queens entrant is Kayla Morris
who performaned a baton routine,



Photo by
Pictured is the Ohio squad for tonight’s 64th annual Rudy Mumley All-Star Charity Football Classic at Wheel-
. ing Island Stadiom. Front row, from left, are Jeremy Murray (Martins Ferry), Wes Skinner (Harrison Cen-

tral), Eric Lucas (Beallsville), Jordan Barbina (Union Local}, Kyle Blackman (Union Local) and Brody Call (St.
Clairsville). Second row, from left, are Taylor Banks (Harrison Central), Brandon Carroll (Steubenville), Jeryl
Christian (Steubenville), Zane Butler (St. Clairsville), Matt Shreve (Martins Ferry), Anthony Scott (Zanesville)
and Jordan Clegg (River). Third row, from left, are Mikey Habig (Monroe Central), Tyler Brooks (River),
Johnny Merryman (Shadyside), George Ruckman (Beallsville), Schuyler Bondy (Monroe Central), Bo Olexo
(Union Local}, D.J. Duke (River) and head coach Dave Caldwell (Beallsville). Fourth row, from left, are Brent
Snider (Indian Creek), Pat Gerst (Caldwell), Brant Powell (Barnesville), Steve Woodford (Martins Ferry), Rus-
sell Paugh (Beaver Local), Ryan Dugan (Steubenville) and manager Derek Lucas (Beallsville). Fifth row, from
left, are Nathan Schaal (Buckeye Local), Lance Morrison (Cambridge), Jason Bahen (East Liverpool), Nick
Bickar (Edison), Sean West (Bridgeport) and Nick Liptak (Cambridge). Top row, from left, are trainer Randy
Elliott, assistant coaches Clint Abbott (Beallsville); Paul Kanzigg (Beallsville), Rusty Lucas (Beallsville}, Dave

Wiles (Beallsville}, Tyler Brown (Beallsville) and Franklin Holley (Beallsville).

:
.3
Y
,

S = M mwj'i. )
ﬁ#@ﬂf_ by
i s * ol _ \

3

4
A ¢
4
e

- 89 %

T

7

Seth Staskey

It's game day 1n the Uhio
Valley.

The 64th annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic
will take center stage this
evening at 7:15 at Wheel-
ing Island Stadium when
the stars of Ohio and West
Virginia battle once again
for all-star glory.

I think we’'re as ready as
we're going to be,” Ohio
head coach Dave Caldwell
said. "The kids are ready
and are really ready to get
out on the field and play the
game.”

West Virginia head coach
Bob Kramer, who is making
his debut at the Island as the
head coach of West Virginia.
has truly enjoyed his time
with his players and thinks
his team’s ready to go.

“We've had a great
week,” Kramer said. "The
kids are upbeat and confi-
dent about the game and we
feel we’ve gotten a iot done
and we’'re ready to go out
and put on a good show.”

While the players are
itching to get on the field
=8 and show off their talents.

| for the coaches the climax
of the week is a little bitter-
sweel.

“It’s been a real fun week
for (the coaches) and the
kids.” said Caldwell. who is
= coaching this game for the

i fifth time. “The Kids have

listened well. behaved them-
4 selves and it's just been a
. great group to work with.”

dines, Jon Kendrick, John Lesho, Bob Kramer, Jr., Tom Taylor, Don Ogden.

Ohio a Cut Above When it Comes to Team Unit)_f

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register

Each year during the week lead-
ing up to the Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity Footbalt
Classic the teams try to come up
with a way to show a measure of
unity.

This year. Shadyside™s Johnny
Merryman — who reported for
camp with a fresh mohawk -
enticed the rest of his teammatcs
to do the same.

Not all of them took the bait
however.

To do such a thing. however,
someone had to have a set of clip-

Is.

River's D.J. Duke — the owner
of two state shot put champi-
onships — came o camp sporting
a well-groomed beard and it was
realized that he had a set of clip

Pre-OVAC Sponsorship
1940 —W. Va. 13-7
1941 —W.Va. 7-0
1942 —-W.Va. 7-0
1943 —no game
1944 —no game
1945—no game
1946 — Ohio 26-7
1947 —W.Va. 13-7
1948 — Chio 20-7
1948 —W.Va. 6-0
1950 —Chio 14-0
1951 — Ohio 13-6
1952 — Chio 26-19
1953 —W.Va. 7-0

pers.

I brought the clippers because
I hate trimming this (beard) with a

regular razor. so 1 brought my

chippers from home.” Duke said.

“I like the new look. 1t's just

something different to trv. | kKnow

itwill zrow back.”
Let the work begin.

Martins Ferry's Steven Wood-
tord took the plunge and is sport-

ing a new haircut for tonight’s
game.

"~ I kind of like it.” Woodford
admitted, "It was a sign of unity.
but not everyone took part. But it

was fun though.™

Ohio quarterback Jordan Barbi-
na was one of the guys who opted
to go with the mohawk. but real-
ized it didn’t look right on him and
shaved all the way down to a buzz

cut.

1954 —W.Va. 13-0
1955 — Ohic 31-20
1956 — Ohio 27-0
1957 — Chio 14-13
1958 — Ohio 25-0
1959 -W.Va. 7-6
1960 — Ohio 7-6
1961 —W.Va. 13-0
1962 —W Va. 12-6
1963 —no game
1964 — Ohio 2-0
1965 — Ohio 22-0
1966 — Ohio 26-0
1967 —W.Va. 18-0
1968 — Ohio 6-0

Even a member of the Chio
coaching staff is sporting a
mohawk for tonight’s game.

It’s Official

The Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Charity Football Classic isn’t
just an honor tor the players.
coaches. cheerleaders and Queen
of Queens contestants.

The officials selected to work
tonight’s game also view the game
as a reward.

Sam “Chicken” Jones — a foot-
ball official of 22 years — draws
his first assignment as referee in
the annual summer extravaganza.

“T am fired up about this.” Jones
said. T um almost as fired up as |
was about working the Super Six,
but this has all local teams and
local players. | grew up watching
this game. and it’s just like a big
social event to kick off the sea-

THROUGH THE YEARS

1969 —W.Va. 12-0
1970 —no game
1971 —no game
OVAC Sponsorship
1972 — Chio 24-6
1973 —-W.Va. 38-20
1974 —W.Va. 13-6
1975—W.Va. 8-0
1976 —W.Va. 33-20
1977 —W.va. 21-0
1978 —Ohio 21-13
1979 —Ohio 47-13
1980 — Ohio 10-7
1981 —Chio 17-14
1982—W.Va. 7-6

Photo by Seth Staskey
Set for this evening’s 64th Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Classic are these West Virginia all-stars.
Front row, from left: Eric Mendenhall (Wheeling Park), Chanz Jarrell (Parkersburg South}, Anthony Pietran-
ton (Weirton Madonna), Michael Newton (Brooke), Ryan Sengewalt (Wheeling Park), Ricardo Farrow (Wheel-
ing Park). Second row: DeVaughn Gordon (Wheeling Central), Zach Foose (Wheeling Central), Jacob Porter
(Oak Glen), Brandon Sprouse (Magnolia), Matt Schrumpf (Bishop Donahue), Jon Hood (Brooke), Nate Zills
{Tyler Consolidated). Third row: Head Coach Bob Kramer (Weirton Madonna), Derrick Rovira (Weirton),
Dante Greco (Weirton Madonna), Adam Vaughan (QOak Glen), Vic DeCaria (Weirton Madonna), Jon Przelens-
ki (Bishop Donahue}, Artie Campbell (Weirton}, James Gifford (Parkersburg South). Fourth row: Jordan Holl-
iday (Parkersburg South), Doug Murray (Oak Glen), Mike Henderson (Brooke), Nick Ohrman (Linsly), Tyler
Hanna (Magnolia), Michael Scott (Cameron), Joe Capito (Weirton Madonna), Amber Herback (Trainer). Fifth
row: Anthony Fulmer (Manager), Ryan Lewicki (John Marshall), Derek Stahl (Wheeling Park), Jason Utt
{(Magnolia), Morgan Long (Valley), Dan Gordon (Wheeling Central). Sixth row: Assistant coaches John Dur-

However, getting back to
work with their respective
home programs. which
earned them the right to be
a part of this game. is also
something that can’t be
taken lightly.

I need my beauty sleep,”
Kramer joked. "It’s been a
long week, but it’s been
very enjoyable. It's a first-
class game and the treat-
ment we've received has
been great and the kids

son.”

U'nlike regular season games.,
this isn't a crew which works
tozether all the time.

The officials are selected and
assigned by a formula used by
tootball commissioner Don Zinni.

“There’s a method to how it’s
picked. and you can only work it
once every tive vears, so different
ruys have a chance to work it.”
Jones said.

Jones will be joined in the
stripes by Joe Michaels (umpire).
Lance Rice {linesman). T.J. Bran
cazio (line judge), Matt Young
(side judge). Warren Elliott (field
Jjudge) and Mark Sperlazza (back
judge).

“We plan on working this game
like a regular season game, but we
understand the fans aren’t there to
see us throw flags.” Jones contin-

1983 — Ohio 26-16
1984 — Ohio 24-6
1985 —W . Va. 28-26
1986 — Ohio 14-6
1987 — Chio 13-11
1988 — Ohio 13-7
1989 —W.Va, 22-14
1990 — Ohio 42-0
1991 — Ohio 30-6
1992 —washout
1993 —W.Va. 34-32
1994 —W. Va. 19-14
1995 — Qhio 21-0
1996 — Ohio 43-21
19897 — Ohio 24-14

ued.

ALY O U O IIBUI\.-D wr
be a wide-open attack with
big playmakers at every
position. but being able to
distribute the ball equally
isn’t something that Cald-
well’s all too worried about.

“From my past experi-
ences most of the kids just
want to win the game.”
Caldwell said. "They would
obviously love to play a key
role or score a couple of
touchdowns. but winning is
what they value the most.
We're going to try to spread
the ball around and get as
many people involved as
we can.”

leading the way for the
Buckeyes will be Union
Local’s Jordan Barbina who
will see most of the snaps at
quarterback.

“lordan has showed me
all week why he received as
many awards as he did last
season.” Caldwell said.
“He's awfully talented.
He’s got a strong arm and
he's probably one of our
fastest guys on the team.™

Behind Barbina. Martins
Ferry's Jeremy Murray won
the tailback job. He played
quarterback at Ferry and
earned first-team all-Ohio
in the process, but he ran
for more than 2,000 vards
in doing so.

Paving the way for Mur-
ray is Monroe Central’s
Mikey Habig who handled
that duty with the Semi-
noles.

When the Buckeyes put
the ball in the air — and
they will put it in the air
according to their coach —
Barbina will have a pletho-
ra of options available.

Splitting time at the
flanker spot are Union
Local’s Kyle Blackman and
Steubenville’s Brandon
Carroll. Beallsville's Eric
Lucas will be lining up as
the split end.

See, Time, Page B2

“We’'ll let the kids play, but
with the safety issue, we’ll keep
the game under control.”

The honorary official for the
game is Jim Sperfazza of Wells-
burg.

Welcome Aboard

Parkersburg South joined the
OVAC at the end of the football
season last year and has been a
member ever since. It took part in
the spring sports championships.

Three foothall players and a
Queen of Queens candidate are
taking part in tonight’s game. The
players are Chanz Jarrell. James
Gitford and Jordan Holliday. The
Queens entrant is Kayla Morris
who performaned a baton routine.
which was impressive to say the
least.

See, Unity, Page B2

1998 — Ohio 41-14

1999 — Ohio 32-0

2000 — Ohio 13-7

2001 — Chio 36-0

2002 — Ohio 19-12

2003 — Ohio 32-26

2004 —W.Va. 21-7

2005 — Chio 35-6

2006 — Ohip 22-0

2007 — Ohio 6-3

2008 — Ohio 31-7

Series Record: Pre-OVAC —
Ohio 15 victories, W.Va. 11;
OVAC Sponsorship — Ohio 24 vic-
tories, W.Va. 11, 1 tie

b &

Today’s Resuits:
{1 Q. Will West Virginia break-its
streak in the OVAC All-Star Game?

Tomorrow’s Poll:
0. Do you expect the Pirates to
make more trades before Friday’s

deadline?

..........O..I.-..........h

Tell us what you think.
Register your answer at www.news-register.net
{The results of this poll are nat scientific and represent only the
opinions of Internet users who have chosen to participate.

:
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Continuned from page B1

Jarrell had never been to the Mumley
Classic let alone have any connection to
it.

1 didn"t realize just how big this
eame was.” Jarrell said earlier in the
week. “This has been a great time, and |
feel honored to have gotten picked.™

The week leading up to tonight’s
game has definitely left a lasting impres-
sion on him.

1 wiil definitely go back and tell the
guys how fun this was and to honestly
set their goal to get picked to play in
this.” Jarrell said. I knew football was
big up here. but I didn’t realize this
came was important to everyone as it
1S,

Relatively Speaking

Ten players in tonight’s game. includ-
ing seven on the West Virginia side have
had either their dad or brother take part
in tonight’s game as well,

Pan Gorden — the all-stater from
Wheeling Central — has followed his
father {Gordon) and brother (Jonathan) to
the island. John Marshall’s Ryan Lewicki
has heard tale of his grandfather. Ray-
mond. who 100k part in the very first
OVAC All-Star Game in 1948,

Others involved in the family tree
inctude: Monroe Central’s Schuyler
Bondy. Martins Ferry's Jeremy Murray,
St. Clairsville's Brody Call, Tyler's Nate
Zills. Wheeling Park’s Derek Stahl,
Linsly’s Nick Ohrman. OQak Glen’s
Doug Murray and Brooke’'s Mike Hen-

derson.
Call is Made

Speaking of the Brody Call. tonight's
game caps a hectic couple weeks OF
sporis for the future Kent State Golden
Flash.

Call was a key member of the St.
Clairsville’s Post 159 American Legion
baseball team. That unit appeared to be
on the cusp of advancing to the state
tournament. bul two losses in the district
final two Saturdays ago derailed that
hope.

The very next day. Call reported 10
West Liberty University for Mumley
OVAC All-Star Camp, meaning not
even 24 hours had passed and Call had
traded in his baseball bat for a football
helmet.

*It was a hectic few days trying to get
everything ready to come up here and
still playing baseball.” Call admitted. =1
wish [ was going to be playing some
more baseball (this week in the Ohio
State tournament). but it didn't work out
that way. so | am just going to enjoy this

experience as much as | can.”

Another connection for Call is his dad
played in this game in 1993 and who
was the coach? None other than
Bealisville's Dave Caldwell.

Welcome Back

The Mumley Classic will welcome
back its class of 1999 this evening to
celebrate its 10-year reunion.

Confirmed to return for Ohio this
evening are: Craig Bruney (Martins
Ferry), Derrick Leach (Shenandoah),
Ryan “Scoops” Myers {(Union Local),
Eric Battistel {Steubenville Central}.
Jayson Johnson (Shadyside), George
Shreve (Martins Ferry), Seth Francis
{East Liverpooi). Ohio head coach Dave
Bruney (Martins Ferry) and Queen Kelli
Detling-Wehr (Barnesville).

The West Virginia returnees include:
Jay Johnson (Wheeling Park). Derek
Palmer {Magnolia), Chad Bailey (Tyler
Consolidated). Greg Kobulnicky (Weir).
Quincy Wilson (Weir). Klete Kutrovac
(Linsiy). Loren Heldreth (Wheeling
Park). Andre Barnabei (Weir), head
coach John Stender (Tyler). assistant
coaches Rick Leach (Tyler) and Rob
Caldwell (Tyler).

Charity Classic

The term charity isn’t just stuck into
the title of tonight’s game for show.
During the course of the 37 years of the
game, it’s donated more than 800K to
charity organizations and scholarships
throughout the Ohio Valley.

Queen of Queens

At halftime, the annual crowning of
the Queen of Queens will be announced
along with her court and Miss Conge-
niality. I had the opportunity (o take in
the show Friday evening at WesBanco
Arena and it’s going to be interesting to
see who comes out on top. There were
several talented girls taking part and
being in the judge’s seat would be no
easy task.

McDonald’s Band

More than 220 of the Ohio Valiey’s
finest musicians have been on campus at
West Liberty University since Wednes-
day preparing what sure will be a knock-
out performance once again. Each year,
it’s tough to fathom how musicians from
all over the Ohio Vatley can come
together and in just under four full days
of preparation can put together a show
that simply knocks people’s socks off.

Come on In

Gates for tonight’s game open at

§:300 p.m. Tickets at the gate will cost
10.

-

SRME- | Top: Diving from the blocks

: during the freestyle event at
Saturday’s Belmont County
Summer Swim League
championships are, from far
left, Lydia Bischof, 7,
Moundsville Area Aquatic
Center; Molly Marody, 8, St.
Clairsville Summer Swim
Team; Tori McCluskey, Sarah
Heilman and Lillian Bischof,
all 8 and representing
Moundsville; and Bailey Bar-
ries, 7, Martins Ferry Summer

b WE Swim Team.

Left, Eight-year-old Abryanna
Bumbico. a member of the
Martins Ferry Summer Swim
Team, launches off the side for
the backstroke.

Below, Eight-year-old Melina
McCabe, a member of the
Martins Ferry Summer Swim
Team, swims the breaststroke.

Photos by John McCabe L

TIME

Continued from page Bl

“I might be called preju-
dice. but | really think Eric
Lucas is going to have a big
game.” Caldwell said.
“He's o real wood football
player. and | think the fans
are going to see that wide
receiver is his natural posi-
tion. but at Beallsville we
had o use him all over the
place since he was our best
athlete.”

Early in the week. Cald-
well wasn't as pleased with
his line play. but he’s indi-

cated those problems have
been corrected and the
trench unit has jelled.

“Qur linemen have really
come along.” Caldwell
said. “They’re athletic and
strong, and that’s exactly
what we wanted.”

Beallsville’s George
Ruckman anchors the line
at the center spot.

Caldwell’s Pat Gerst won
one of the guard jobs. The
other guard spot will be
alternated between Bridge-

wer Basament?
CRACKED WALLSY
BOWING WALLSY

DON'T Cl
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CALL
1-800-VERY DRY
{1-800-837-9319}
www.JDWaterproofing.com

JsD WATERPROOFING
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FURNITURE
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port’s Sean West and Indi-
an Creek’s Brent Snider.
The tackle posts will be
maintained by Monroe
Central’s Schuyler Bondy
and Big Red’s Ryan

Dugan.
“We know what kind of
firepower Ohio has.”

Kramer said. “Our defense
is fast and they like to fly
around to the ball and our
cover guys are really
good.™

A strong quartet of line-
backers is leading the way
for the Mountaineers.

Wheeling Centrai’s Dan
Gordon will be one of the
inside linebackers along
with Weir’s Artie Chappell.
John Marshall’s Ryan
Lewicki and Central's Zach
Foose will be on the out-
side.

Clearing room for the
linebackers to do work is
the defensive line com-
prised of Brooke's Mike
Henderson and Magnolia’s
Tyler Hanna at the defen-
sive ends.

Weir High's Derrick
Rovira and Madonna’s
Dante Greco are slated to
start the game at defensive
tackles.

In the secondary, Park’s
Ricardo Farrow and Oak
Glen’'s Jacob Porter will
line up on the corners.
while Eric Mendenhali will
serve as the safety.

The  Mountaineers’
offense will be triggered by
Wheeling Park’s Ryan Sen-
gewalt who has really
impressed Kramer this
week.

“Ryan’s got a strong arm

Avmd ha’er ananenta ™ Veanae

he's elusive. so he's gol a
lot of qualities that make
him a good quarterback.
He's picked up the offense
reatly well and he’s just a
heady kid.”

Parkersburg South’s
Chanz Jarrell, who admit-
tedly has never been to the
Mumley Classic, will start
at tailback. Wheeling Cen-
tral’s DeVaughn Gordon.
who's been held out of
some drills this week
because of a "minor tweak,’
is expected to see quality
time at the fuliback spot.

“DeVaughn thinks he’ll
be able to go. and we’ve
held him out because we
know what he’s capable of.
so it wasn’t like we needed
to see what he could do.”
Kramer said. “We feel
we've got several running
backs we can use and keep
(Ohio) off balance a little
bit.”

On the perimeter. West
Virginia hopes to be able to
stretch the field with Mag-
nolia’s Jason Utt and
Mendenhall getting the call
at wide receiver.

“Mendenhall will play
both ways. and he’s earned
that right.” Kramer said.
“He's a great kid who's a
talented player who we
need to get on the field.”

Mendenhall will also
serve as the Mountaineers’
holder.

“He volunteers for every-
thing.” Kramer said.

Anchoring the West Vir
ginia line is Parkersburg
South’s Jordan Holliday.
Linsly's Nick Ohrman and
Oak Glen's Doug Murray

wiall lina i ot tha anaed

be held by Parkersburg
South’s James Gifford and
Oak Glen’s Adam Vaughn.

“To me. this looks like
one of the better teams
West Virginia has had in a
while.” Caldwell said. “Our
kids are well-aware of the
talent and have a great deal
of respect for (West Vir-
ginia), and [ expect us Lo
show up and be ready to
play that way.”

The Buckeves® defense.
which Caldwell really likes.
is a group that has a nose
for the football.

"We're well-aware of
what Kind of talent Ohio
possesses like every year.”
Kramer said. "We're going
to come out and try a few
things and see what we can
gel going.”

The defensive front fca-
tures River’s D.J. Duke
and Barnesville’s Brani
Powell at the tackles: Buck-
eye Local’s Nathan Schaal
at nose guard: Martins
Ferry's Steven Woodford
and Big Red’s Jeryl Christ-
ian at defensive ends.

The linebacking corps is
led by Martins Ferry’s Maut
Shreve and Shadyside’s
Johnny Merryman who
were second-team all-Ohio
selections  as  seniors,
River's Tyler Brooks has
won the other linebacking

Jjob.

In the detfensive back-
field. St. Clairsville’s
Brody Call and Harrison
Central’s Taylor Banks will
play the comers and Harri-
son’s Wes Skinner witll
play the safety spot.

“It"s tough in this game
Tasentien tnbibra tha ens

vl

what kinds of things (West
Virginia) has in store for
the game.” Caldwell said.
“We'll probably lake some
time during the game to
feel things out. and then
we’ll have to make adjust-
ments on the fly.”

Merrvman will handle
the punting duties for the
Buckeyes, while Cam-
bridge’s Nick Liptak was
chosen as the team’s place-
kicker and will handle
PATs and kickoffs.

The Ohio squad went
light on Saturday. going
through just one practice
before the pep rally in the
evening. It won't do any-
thing today on the field.

“We're going Lo go to
Vespers. there’s a brunch
and then we'll just kind of
let them relax and maybe
do a team activity.” Cald-
well said. “The Kids are
vetting tired of practice and
we feel we've got every-
thing in place to put on a
good show.”

West Virginia. mean-
while. went through a
workout on Saturday and
will take the same approach
today.

“We kind of let the kids
decide what they wanted to
do on Saturday and then
we're just going to relax
and try to get our legs
under us for the game.”
Kramer said. ~It's been a
tough week. and 1 want
everyone as fresh as possi-
ble for the game.”

The Vespers service will
begin this morning at 9
a.m. and brunch is sched-
uted for around 11, The

toaene a a b lucased tlha boarcene



Bondy.

derson.

Call is Made
Speaking of the Brody Call, tonight’s
eame caps a hectic couple weeks of
sports for the future Kent State Golden

Flash.

Call was a key member of the St.
Clairsville's Post 159 American Legion
baseball team. That unit appeared to be
on the cusp of advancing to the state
tournament. but two losses in the district
final two Saturdays ago derailed that

hope.

The very next day. Call reported to
West Liberty University for Mumley
OVAC All-Star Camp. meaning not
even 24 hours had passed and Call had
traded in his baseball bat for a football

helmet

“It was a hectic few days trying to get
everything ready to come up here and
Call admitted. "1

still playing baseball,”

VIATHARS FErTy § Jeremy Murray,
St. Clairsville’s Brody Call. Tyler's Nate
Zills. Wheeling Park’s Derek Stahl,
Linsly’s Nick Ohrman. Oak Glen’s
Doug Murray and Brooke's Mike Hen-

easy task.

wish I was going to be playing some

more baseball (this week in the Ohio
State tournament), but it didn’t work out
that way. so | am just going to enjoy this

$10.

ine [e OF [ONIZNT § Zame 10T SNOW.
During the course of the 37 years of the
game, it's donated more than 800K to
charity organizations and scholarships
throughout the Ohio Valley.
Queen of Queens

At halftime. the annual crowning of
the Queen of Queens will be announced
along with her court and Miss Conge-
niality. [ had the opportunity to take in
the show Friday evening at WesBanco
Arena and it's going to be interesting to
see who comes out on top. There were
several talented girls taking part and
being in the judge’s seat would be no

McDonald’s Band

More than 220 of the Ohio Valley’s
finest musicians have been on campus at
West Liberty University since Wednes-
day preparing what sure will be a knock-
out performance once again. Each year,
it's tough to fathom how musicians from
all over the Ohio Valley can come
together and in just under four full days
of preparation can put together a show
that simply knocks people’s socks off.

Come on In

Gates for tonight’s game open at

5:30 p.m. Tickets at the gate will cost

1Cdill; 1000 WYACLUTUDKREY, Jdl'dll
Heilman and Lillian Bischof,
all 8 and representing
Moundsville: and Bajley Bar-
ries, 7, Martins Perrv Summer
Swim Team.

Left, Eight-year-old Abryanna
Bumbico, a member of the
Martins Ferry Summer Swim
Team, launches off the side for
the backstroke.

Below. Eight-year-old Melina
McCabe, a member of the
Martins Ferry Summer Swim
Team, swims the breaststroke.

Photos by John McCabe

TIME

Continued from page B1
“1 might be called preju-

cated those problems have

port’s Sean West and Indi-

dice. but I rcally think Eric been corrected and the an Creek’s Brent Snider.

Lucas 15 going 1o have a big
game.“ Caldwell said.
“He's a real good tootball

trench unit has jelled.
“Our linemen have really
come along.” Caldwell

The tackle posts will be
maintained by Monroe
Central’s Schuyler Bondy

player. and | think the fans said. “They’re athletic and and Big Red’s Ryan
are going to see that wide strong, and that’s exactly Dugan.

recetver is his natural posi-
tion. but at Beallsville we

what we wanted.”

Beallsville’s George

“*We know what kind of
firepower Ohio has.”

had to use him all over the Ruckman anchors the line Kramer said. “Our defense

place since he was our best
athlete.”

at the center spot.
Caldwell’s Pat Gerst won

is fast and they like to fly
around to the ball and our

Early in the week, Cald- one of the guard jobs. The cover guys are really
well wasn't as pleased with other guard spot will be good.”

his line play. but he’s indi-

alternated between Bridge-

ur BasemEnT?
CRACKED WALLSY

DOWENG WALLSY
DON'T GRY?

r-\u

1- Bﬂﬂ UER? DRY
(1-800-857-9579)

www.JOWaterproofing.com

OFFICE
FURNITURE
WAREHOUSE

New * Used
Remanufactured
Close-Outs

Showroom
Open To Businesses
& Publie

WORKSTATIONS
* DESKS - CHAIRS S
*» FILES
LAYOUT & DESIGN
DELIVERY & INSTALLATION
Largest Selection of Used Furniture
I The Tri-State Area

VISIT OUR 150,000 SQ. FT.
SHOWROOMS

(304) 232-0727

Contact Bob Och

1-23rd St. Building 1

Wheeling
www.mvofficefurniture.net

Hanover Street
Martins Ferry, Ghio

ECONOMY AUTO SALES
o §33-6900

A strong quartet of line-
backers is leading the way
for the Mountaineers.

Wheeling Central’s Dan
Gordon will be one of the
inside linebackers along
with Weir's Artie Chappell.
John Marshall’s Ryan
Lewicki and Central’s Zach
Foose will be on the out-
side.

Clearing room for the
linebackers to do work is
the defensive line com-
prised of Brooke's Mike
Henderson and Magnolia’s
Tyler Hanna at the defen-
sive ends.

Weir High's Derrick
Rovira and Madonna’s
Dante Greco are slated to
start the game at defensive
tackles.

In the secondary, Park’s
Ricardo Farrow and Qak
Glen’s Jacob Porter will
line up on the corners.
while Eric Mendenhall will
serve as the safety.

The Mountaineers'
offense will be triggered by
Wheeling Park’s Ryan Sen-
gewalt who has really
impressed Kramer this
week.

“Ryan’s got a strong arm
and he’s accurate,” Kramer
said. “He’s got a real feel
for managing the game and

ifYou Haven't
4 Tried Our Wings,
You Don't Know

 MOUNDSVILLE
304-845-9600

"BELLAIRE
740-676-6341

304-737-0188

BUY 4 MASTERCRAFT TIRES

GETS 50REBATE

See Store For Details

What You're Missing!

Afso Serving Full Meny Reservations Suggested t ] B
1001 Washinglon Pike = Wnllﬁhurg

he’s elusive. so he’s got a
lot of qualities that make
him a good guarterback.
He's picked up the offense
really well and he’s just a
heady kid.”

Parkersburg South’s
Chanz Jarrell. who admit-
tedly has never been 1o the
Mumley Classic. will start
at tailback. Wheeling Cen-
tral’s DeVaughn Gordon.
who’s been held out of
some drills this week
because of a “minor tweak,’
is expected 10 see quality
time at the fullback spot.

“DeVaughn thinks he'll
be able to go, and we’ve
held him out because we
know what he’s capable of.
50 it wasn't like we needed
to see what he could do.”
Kramer said. “We feel
we've got several running
backs we can use and keep
(Ohio) off balance a little
bit.”

On the perimeter. West
Virginia hopes to be able to
stretch the field with Mag-
nolia’s Jason Utt and
Mendenhali getting the call
at wide receiver.

“Mendenhall will play
both ways, and he’s earned
that right.” Kramer said.
“He's a great kid who's a
talented player who we
need to get on the field.”

Mendenhall will also
serve as the Mountaineers’
holder.

“He volunteers for every-
thing,” Kramer said.

Anchoring the West Vir-
ginia line is Parkersburg
South’s Jordan Holliday.
Linsly's Nick Ohrman and
Oak Glen's Doug Murray
will line up at the guard
spots.

The tackle positions will

be held by Parkersburg
South’s James Gifford and
Ouk Glen's Adam Vaughn.

“To me. this looks like
one of the better teants
West Virginia has had in a
while.” Caldwell said. “Our
kids are well-aware of the
talent and have a great deal
of respect for (West Vir-
ginia). and | expect us (o
show up and be ready to
play that way.”

The Buckeves™ defense.
which Caldwell really likes.
is 4 group that has a nose
for the football.

“We're well-aware of
what kind of talent Ohio
possesses like every year.”
Kramer said. "We're going
to come out and try a few
things and see what we can
gel qoine.”

The defensive front fea-
tures River's D.J. Duke
and Barnesville's Brant
Powell at the tachles: Buck-
eye Local’'s Nathan Schaal
at nose guard: Martins
Ferry's Steven Woodtord
and Big Red's Jeryl Christ-
ian at defensive ends.

The lincbacking corps is
led by Martins Ferry's Matt
Shreve and Shadyside’s
Johnny Merryman who
were second-team all-Ohio
selections  as  seniors.
River's Tyler Brooks has
won the other hinebacking

job.

In the defensive back-
field. St. Clairsville’s
Brody Call and Harrison
Central’s Taylor Banks will
play the corners and Harri-
son’s Wes Skinner will
play the safety spot.

“It's tough in this game
because unlike the regular
season. you've got no
scouting report and no idea

304-243-9180
Susan Y. Dodd Evenings and Saturday
Altorney At Law Appointments Available

Divorce & Family Matters

Personal Injury + Family Law
Domestic Law Mediator

19 Ridgecrest Road » Bethlehem

Cragit Cards Accapted. Licensad in WV

what kinds of things (West
Virginia) has in store for
the vame.” Caldwell said.
“We'll probably take some
time during the game to
feel things out. and then
we’ll have to make adjust-
ments on the fly.”

Merrvman will handle
the punting duties for the
Buckeves. while Cam-
bridge’s Nick Liptak was
chosen as the team’s place-
kicker and will handle
PATs and kickoffs.

The Ohio squad went
light on Saturday. going
through just one practice
betore the pep rally in the
evening, It won't do any-
thing today on the field.

"We're going to go to
Vespers. there’s a brunch
and then we’ll just kind of
let them relax and maybe
do a team activity,” Cald-
well satd. “The kids are
getting tired of practice and
we feel we’'ve got every-
thing in place to put on a
good show.™

West Virginia. mean-
while. went through a
workout on Sualurday and
will take the same approach
today.

“We kind of let the Kids
decide what they wanted to
do on Saturday and then
we're just going to relax
and try to get our legs
under us for the game.”
Kramer said. “it’s been a
tough week. and [ wani
everyone as fresh as possi-
ble for the game.”

The Vespers service will
begin this morning at 9
a.m, and brunch is sched-
uled for around 11. The
teams will board the busses
for Wheeling Island at 3:30
p.m.
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WHEELING, W. Va. — All
the practice and pre-game fes-
tivities are complete. It’s time
to play some football!

The “unofficial” start of the
high school football season
in the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference kicks off tonight
with the 64th annual Rudy
e Harr'so a'ly Jeﬂersoni L All-Star

1 l g s

he Ohio squad for the annual Rudy Mumiey OVAC All-Star Charity Foothall Classic includes, front row 1 to r, Jeremy- I{;‘,’l‘l’;‘;i’iﬂg ﬁ?:;g{;t;fi}f,i;” .
‘urray of Martins Ferry. Wes Skinner of Harrison Central, Eric Lucas of Beallsville, Jordan Barbina of Union Local, Kiyle Players from Ohio and‘Wcsl
lackman of Union Local and Brody Call of St. Clairsville; second row, Taylor Banks of Harrison Central, Brandon Carroll Virginia will square off at 7:15
' Steubenville, Jeryl Christian of Steubenville, Zane Butler of St. Clairsville, Matt Shreve of Martins Ferry, Anthony Scott of p.m., the culminatinon of a
anesville and Jordan Clegg of River; third row, Mike Habig of Monroe Central, Tyler Brooks of River, Johnny Merryman of week of preparation for the
hadyside, George Ruckman of Beallsville, Schuyler Bondy of Monroe Central, Bo Olexo of Union Local, D.J. Duke of River | .. ., imer classic  which
1d head coach Dave Caldwell; fourth row, Brent Snider of Indian Creek, Pat Gerst of Caldwell, Brant Powell of Barnesville, ;.. ihousands of football-
teven Woodford of Martins Ferry, Russell Paugh of Beaver Local, Ryan Dugan of Steubenville, and manager D.J. Lucas; crazy fans annually

fth row, Nathan Schaal of Buckeye Local, Lance Morrison of Cambridge, Jason Bahen of East ‘Liverpool, Ni_ck,Bickar.‘of Not surpﬁsingly .Ohi o is the
dison, Sean West of Bridgeport and Nick Liptak of Cambridge; sixth row, trainer Rusty Elliott and assistant coaches Clint pre-game favorite 'as usual and
bbott, Paul Kanzigg, Rusty Lucas, Dave Wiles, Micah Fuchs and Frank Holley. that has been the case in recent
years, with the Buckeye State
winning 13 of the last 14 con-
tests (the only West Virgnia win
in that span came in 2004). .

Last year, Ohio won by a 31-
7 score to boost is lead in the
all-time series 40-22 with one
game ending in a tie. including
25-11-1 in games under OVAC
sponsorship.

Coaches for the game are
Dave Caldwell of Beallsville
High for Ohio and Bob Kramer
Sr. of Weirton Madonna High
for West Virginia.

The local area is represented
this year by four players on the
Ohio squad — defensive tack-
le Lance Morrison and kicker
Nick Liptak of Cambridge:
guard Pat Gerst of Caldwell
and tackle Brant Powell of
Bamesville.

GAME NOTES

Serving as the Ohio team
captains — selected by Coach
Caldwell — are Jordan Barbina

Jeif Harrison/The Daily Jeffersonian

'he West Virginia squad for the annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic includes, front row 1 to r, Eric
Aendenhall of Wheeling Park, Chanz Jarrell of Parkersburg South, Anthony Pietranton of Weirton Madonna, Michael Newton
f Brooke, Ryan Sengewalt of Wheeling Park and Ricardo Farrow of Wheeling Park; second row, DeVaughn Gordon of Wheeling
sentral, Zach Foose of Wheeling Central, Jacob Porter of Oak Glen, Brandon Sprouse of Magnolia, Matt Schrumpf of Bishop ;. "/ 1 Jeremy Murra
yonahue, Jon Hood of Brooke and Nate Zills of Tyler Consolidated; third row, head coach Bob Kramer Sr., Derrick Rovira of Martins Fe ’ Mikz Habiy
f Weir, Dante Greco of Weirton Madonna, Adam Vaughan of Oak Glen, Vic DeCaria of Weirton Madonna, Jon Przelenski of of Monroe Crg'"al u ny 4 Je gl
jishop Donahue, Artie Chappell of Wei, and James Gifford of Parkersburg South; fourth row, Jordan Holliday of Parkersburg ... . ¢ qioubenville ry

jouth, Doug Murray of Oa Glen, Mike Henderson of Brooke, Nick Ohrman of Linsly, Tyler Hanna of Magnolia, Michael Scoit of This is Caldwell's ﬁft};mﬁme
>ameron, Joe Capito of Weirton Madonna and trainer Amber Herback; fifth row, Ryan Lewicki of John Marshall, Derek Stahl as head coach of the Ohio Stars
f Wheeling Park, Jason Utt of Magnolia, Morgan Long of Valley and Dan Gordon of Wheeling Central; sixth row, assistant ..o 1o o g the first time
-paches John Durdines, Jon Kendrick, John Lesho, Bob Kramer Jr., Tom Taylor and Don Ogden. as head coach ochstWrginia In

OVAC All-Stars set to vie

OVAC from pa -1 Lance Rice (linesman), T.J.
P gaB Branczaio (line judge). Matt
Members of the 1950. '51

Young (side judge)., Warren
and '52 all-star teams are also

Elliott (field judge) and Mark

being honored. with many
expected to be in attendance...
Offictals for this year's
game are Sam Jones (refer-
ec). Joe Michaels (umpire).

Sperlazza (back judge). with
Jim Sperlazza of Wellsburg as
the honorary referee..

Tickets at the gate tonight are
$10 each...

Section

July 26, 2009

OVAC footbal
set for kickof

Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Footb
Classic slated tonight at Wheeling Island Stadit

addition to his own staff, Kra
is being assistted two other |
head coaches — John Durd
of Bishop Donahue and ~
Taylor of Weir.

In 37 years under OV
sponsorship, the game has ;
erated more than $821.00(
local charities and scholars
throughout the Ohio Valley

A total of 29 girls took
in the Queen of Queens Te
Show on Friday, and the °
ners will be announced a !
time.

Among the contestants
local representatives |

Horvath of Buckeye T
Jalena Laipply of Shenand
Megan McConneil of Cald
and Allison
Bamesville...
One of the highlights of

Plumly

evening will be the 223-r
ber McDonald’s OVAC
Star Band performances b
the game and at halftime
two Jocal schools will be
represented.

Buckeye Trail band 1
bers include Josh Bo
Alissa Bodner., Victoria (
M. Lindsay Deering, ¢
Hardesty. Olivia Pavlic
Trista Thurston while
Barnesville, it's  Me
Callihan, Alex Davidson. I
Deal, Paige Duffy. J
Duffy, Abby Faldowski,
Meadows, Julia Ramsey. .
Winland and Lucas Woof

Players from the 199
star game will be recog
during the game. Amon;
group are Derrick Lea
Shenandoah and Quee
Queens Kelli Detling Wi
Barnesville.

See OVAC pag
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Nippert just
happy to be
contributing

Right-handed Dustin Nippert's
return to the Texas Rangers® 40-man
roster couldn’t have come at a better
time.

In the midst of a heated playoff race.
The heavy-hitting Rangers are locked
in a duel with the Los Angeles Angels
for the AL West lead. while aiso bat-
tling with the Red Sox,
. Tampa Bay and Seattle
8 for the AL Wild Card
S berth.
: The 1999 Beallsville
¥ graduate has made five
appearances — three
starts — since coming
)= off the 60-day dis-
7 abled list. but his

KIM NORTH last start was a
thing of beauty -

and much-needed

— for the Lone Star state team.

The 6-ft.-8 Nippert had been sidelined
since early in spring training with a
strained muscle in his back before being
activated earlier this month. His first
two starts weren't very effective. thus
earning him a demotion to the bullpen,
where he earned a win last week against
Minnesota.

With scheduled starter Vincente
Padilla shelved prior to Wednesday
night's game with Boston because of the
flu. Texas manager Ron Washington
opted to give Nippert another chance.
This time the Ohio Valley native didn’t
disappoint,

In completing a three-game sweep of
the Bosox. whom the Rangers trail by
2.5 games in the wild card chase, Texas
won its fourth straight to move to within
three games of the front-running
Angels.

Nippert struck out five Red Sox hitters
while allowing five hits, an earned run
and walking two in 5.2 innings of work.

“I'm happy to do whatever they
need.” Nippert. who was given a stand-
ing ovation from the Rangers Ballpark
crowd of 39.778, told the Dallas News.
“I didn't want to put a number on it. |

just wanted to go out and give a5 many

{innings) as 1 could and keep me in
there as long as possible.”

And his manager couldn’t have been
any happier.

“He still had good stuff.” Washingion
said on why he sent Nippert back out
after 70 pitches. “He still had some pop
in his ball. movement on his fastball. He
really picked us up.”

Nippert is now 2-0 with a 4.02 ERA
this season. In 15.2 innings of work. he
has allowed 18 hits, seven runs (all
earned). given up two home runs.
walked six and struck out 13.

For his 5-year career. the 28-year-old
is 7-8 with an ERA of 6.18. He has
started 14 games and appeared in 52
others. In 157.1 innings of work, he has
struck out 16 while issuing 79 walks.
He has served up 23 home runs and 108
of the 111 runs he’s allowed have been
earned. However, opponents are only
hitting .286 against him.

Missing the first half of the season
could turn out to be a blessing in dis-
guise as Nippert's fresh arm should bol-
ster the Rangers’ starting rotation - or
bullpen.

If Wednesday's sterling effort was any
indication, there are a lot of brighter
days ahead for Nippert.

Sowers Recalled

The Cleveland Indians announced
Wednesday that they plan to recall left-
hander Jeremy Sowers from Triple-A
Columbus. He is scheduled to start
Saturday at Seattle. Prior to be sent
down. Sowers. whose father. Jerry,
resides in St. Clairsville. was 2-7 with a
5.77 ERA in 11 games — 10 of those
starts. One of his victories came in his
lnne relief <tint 2 eame thev Indians rai-

Sunday, 7:15 p m. - 64th OVAC All-Star Game - Wheeling Island Stadium

THE LUCAS
.| Family will be

all associated
with the
4 same football
=¥ team for the

& final time
Sunday
evening in
the Rudy
Mumley
OVAC Ali-
Star Charity
Football
Classic.
From left are
wide receiver
Eric Lucas,
assistant
coach Rusty
| ucas and
team manag-
er Derek
Lucas, all of
whom are
from
& Bealisville.

T-L Photo/SETH
STASKEY

Famlly before football

- Lucases enjoying final hours of coach-player relationship

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Bonding between a father and son is a
very precious thing.

A bond between a coach and a player is
important, but quite different than a father
and his son.

Rusty Lucas and Eric Lucas have been
working on the former for some 18 years
and have been working on the latter since
the time Eric was in second grade.

However, come Sunday evening the
coach-player part of their relationship will
officially come 1o an end when Eric finish-
es his prep career playing in the 64th annu-
al Rudy Mumiey OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic with his dad right there on
the field as a member of the Buckeyes’
coaching staff.

‘At home, I'm dad and

on the field I'm coach.’
— Rusty Lucas on coach-
ing his son Eric

The paths of father-son and coach-play-
ep;have never been crossed.

“We leave everything at the field.” Eric
said. “He treats me just like everyone else
at the field and there are no exceptions
made because he's my dad.”

Rusty began coaching Eric in pee-wee
football and as Eric’s gotten older, his

dad’s just kind of climbed the coaching
ladder along the way. But the approach
hasn’t changed regardless of age or level
of football.

“At home. I'm dad and on the field I'm
coach, but I am willing to talk football if
(Eric) wants to. but if he doesn’t want (to
talk) then we don’t talk about it.” Rusty
said.

According to Kathy Lucas - Rusty’s
wife of 21 years - that policy was estab-
lished many years ago.

“From the first time (Rusty) coached
Eric in pee-wee tootball he explained to
him that when they're om the field he's
coach and there shouldn’t be any hard feel-
ings about what goes on at football.”

It was when he was coaching pee-wee

See, LUCAS, Page B2

Ohio players
won’t get caught
in war of words

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

There is a lot of hype around the 64th
annual Rudy Mumiey OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic.

There are times when it seems like the
actual football game takes a backseat to all
of the festivities that go on throughout the
week and on game night, which is Sunday
at Wheeling Island
Stadium,

However, for
the 32 West
Virginia and 29
Ohio players
knocking heads
daily during train-
ing camp at West Liberty University lead-
ing up to the game. the outcome of the
contest is by far the most meaningful part.

And for the Mountaineer players, they
spend much of the school year ~ especial-
ly during football season — hearing just
how good the Ohio side is or how good the
Ohio team is going to be later that summer
and lastly they hear that West Virginia

Anacn’'t ctand a chance 0 the annnal alll

o a—
T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
PICTURED ARE the Ohio wide receivers for the 64th annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic, which will be played Sunday at
Wheeling Island Stadium. Front row, from left, are Nick Bicar (Edison), Eric
Lucas (Beallsville) and Brandon Carroli (Steubenville). Back row, from left, are
Zane Butler (St. Clairsville), Kyle Blackman (Union Local) and Jason Bahen
(East Liverpool). Additional images may be found at cu.timesleaderoniine.com

star game.
The Buckeye State owns a 40-22-1
edge in the all-time series and has won |3

of the last 14.
However. the Mountaineers have been a
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gberth.

The 1999 Beallsville
graduate has made five
appearances - three
: starts — since coming
¢/ off the 60-day dis-

x“xfil\}‘__ abled list. but his
KIM NORTH last start was a
P . thing of beauty -

and much-needed
— for the Lone Star state team.

The 6-ft.-8 Nippert had been sidelined
since early in spring training with a
strained muscle in his back before being
activated earlier this month. His first
two starts weren’t very effective. thus
earning him a demotion to the bullpen,
where he earned a win last week against
Minnesota.

With scheduled starter Vincente
Padilla shelved prior to Wednesday
night's game with Boston because of the
flu. Texas manager Ron Washington
opted to give Nippert another chance.
This time the Ohio Valley native didn’t
disappoint.

In completing a three-game sweep of
the Bosox. whom the Rangers trail by
2.5 games in the wild card chase, Texas
won its fourth straight to move to within
three pames of the front-running
Angels.

Nippert struck out five Red Sox hitters
while allowing five hits. an earned run
and walking two in 5.2 innings of work.

“I'm happy to do whatever they
need.” Nippert. who was given a stand-
ing ovation from the Rangers Ballpark
crowd of 39,778, told the Dallas News.
“I didn’t want to put a number on it. I
just wanted to go out and give as many
(innings) as 1 could and keep me in
there as long as possible.”

And his manager couldn’t have been
any bappier.

“He still had good stuff,” Washington
said on why he sent Nippert back out
after 70 pitches. “He still had some pop
in his ball. movement on his fastball. He
really picked us up.”

Nippert is now 2-0 with a 4.02 ERA
this season. In 15.2 innings of work. he
has allowed 18 hits, seven runs (all
earned). given up two home runs,
waiked six and struck out 13,

For his 5-year career. the 28-year-old
is 7-8 with an ERA of 6.18. He has
started 14 games and appeared in 52
others. In 157.1 innings of work, he has
struck out 16 while issuing 79 walks.
He has served up 23 home runs and 108
of the 111 runs he’s allowed have been
earned. However, opponents are only
hitting .286 against him,

Missing the first half of the season
could turn out to be a blessing in dis-
guise as Nippert's fresh arm should bol-
ster the Rangers’ starting rotation — or
bulipen.

If Wednesday's sterling effort was any
indication, there are a lot of brighter
days ahead for Nippert.

Sowers Recalled

The Cleveland Indians announced
Wednesday that they plan to recall left-
hander Jeremy Sowers from Triple-A
Columbus. He is scheduled to start
Saturday at Seattle. Prior to be sent
down. Sowers. whose father, Jerry,
resides in St. Clairsville. was 2-7 with a
5.77 ERA in 11 games ~ 10 of those
starts. One of his victories came in his
lone relief stint. a game they Indians ral-
lied from 10 down to beat Tampa Bay.

United Dairy OVBL Series a Hit

Unbelievable could be one way to
describe the overflow crowds that have
witnessed the first two games of the
best-of-5 United Dairy OVBL champi-
onship series.

A total of nearly 650 fans have
jammed their way into Crescent’s
Henning Field (225) Monday and
Maynard's Community Park (422)
Wednesday.

While it is unbelievable. in another
way it’s not.

The league has been around many.
many years as 1 wrote before in this
space. 1've been told that they used to
get crowds similar to those ['ve seen
this week.

I think it's great. The baseball’s been
great and the fans have been treated to
their money's worth (the hat is passed
around for donations).

By the way. the 50/50 raffles have
totalled $170 and $233, respectively.

League organizers are attempting to
draw 500 or more fans tonight when
Game Three unfolds at Henning Field.

Hope to see you there!

North can be reached at
knorth@timesleaderonline.com
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Family

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Bonding between a father and son is a
very precious thing.

A bond between a coach and a player is
important. but quite different than a father
and his son.

Rusty Lucas and Eric Lucas have been
working on the former for some 18 years
and have been working on the latter since
the time Eric was in second grade.

However, come Sunday evening the

officially come to an end when Eric finish-
es his prep career playing in the 64th annu-
al Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity
Footbal] Classic with his dad right there on
the field as a member of the Buckeyes’
coaching staff.

- Lucases enjoying final hours of coach-player relationship

‘At home, I'm dad and

on the field I'm coach.’
— Rusty Lucas on coach-
ing his son Eric

The paths of father-son and coach-play-

‘coach-player part of their relationship-will e have pever been crossed.

“We leave everything at the field.” Eric
said. "He treats me just like everyone else
at the field and there are no exceptions
made because he’s my dad.”

Rusty began coaching Eric in pee-wee
football and as Eric’s gotten older, his

L 1Y I NIV

From left are
wide receiver
Eric Lucas,
assistant
coach Rusty
Lucas and
team manag-
er Derek
Lucas, all of
whom are
from

‘1 Beallsville.

T-L Photo/SETH
STASKEY

dad’s just kind of climbed the coaching
ladder along the way. But the approach
hasn’t changed regardless of age or level
of football.

“At home, I'm dad and on the field I'm
coach, but I am witling to talk footbal} if
(Eric) wants to. but if he doesn’t want (fo
talk) then we don’t talk about it.” Rusty
said.

According to Kathy Lucas — Rusty’s
wife of 21 years — that policy was estab-
lished many years ago.

“From the first time (Rusty) coached
Eric in pee-wee football he explained to
him that when they're on the field he’s
coach and there shouldn’t be any hard feel-
ings about what goes on at football.™

It was when he was coaching pee-wee

See, LUCAS, Page B2

Ohio players
won’t get caught
in war of words

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

There is a lot of hype around the 64th
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic.

There are times when it seems like the
actual football game takes a backseat to all
of the festivities that go on throughout the
week and on game night, which is Sunday
at Wheeling Island
Stadium.

However, for
the 32 West
Virginia and 29
Ohio players
knocking heads
daily during train-
ing camp at West Liberty University lead-
ing up to the game, the outcome of the
contest is by far the most meaningful part.

And for the Mountaineer players, they
spend much of the school year - especial-
ly during football season - hearing just
how good the Ohio side is or how geod the
Ohio team is going to be later that summer
and lastly they hear that West Virginia
doesn’t stand a chance in the annual all-

PICTURED ARE the Ohio wide receivers for the 64th annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC Ail-Star Charity Football Classic, which will be played Sunday at
Wheeling Island Stadium. Front row, from left, are Nick Bicar (Edison), Eric
Lucas (Beallsville) and Brandon Carroll {Steubenville). Back row, from left, are
Zane Butler (St. Clairsville), Kyte Blackman (Union Local) and Jason Bahen
(East Liverpool). Additional images may be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com
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star game.
The Buckeye State owns a 40-22-1
edge in the all-time series and has won 13

of the last 14,
However, the Mountaineers have been a

See, HYPE, Page B2

CHICAGO WHITE
Sox pitcher Mark
Buehrle, left, is |2
embraced by [E=
teammate Josh
Fields after toss-
ing a perfect game
against the Tampa
Bay Rays in a
baseball game,
Thursday, in
Chicago. The
White Sox won 5-
0.

AP PHOTO

Thursday.

Perfection for
Buehrle vs. Rays

CHICAGO (AP) -
o| and Mark Buehrle wouldn't leave his teammates alone.
- While mixing curves and changeups, the chatty veteran
was throwing an old baseball superstition aside and hav-
8] ing a grand old time — just as he did the last time he

pitched a no-hitter.

|  Only this time, he was perfect.
&  Buchrle got a big assist from center fielder DeWayne
&8 Wise. who made a spectacular catch in the ninth inning,
and then coolly closed out the 18th perfect game in major
league history, a 5-0 victory over the Tampa Bay Rays on

The 1-2-3 innings were piling up

I don’t think it’s really soaked in.'" he said. *‘I think
it'll soak in a little later. Obviously. anytime your name
gets up there with some of the greats in the game. that
means a lot. | think it’s a thing when you retire and sit
back and see how many perfect games have been thrown
— and your name’s in there
back and be surprised.”

Along with the perfect pitches. he'll probably think

I think I'm going to sit

See, PERFECTION, Page B2



SPORTS

(Madonna).

e T EVASIEY
PICTURED ARE the West Virginia receivers. Front row, from left, are Joe Capito (Madonna), Brandon
Sprouse (Magnolia), Eric Mendenhall (Park) and Jason Utt (Magnolia). Back row, from left, are Jacob Porter
(Oak Glen), Ricardo Farrow (Park), Dan Gordon (Central), Derek Stahl (Park) and Anthony Pietranton

® Hype
Continued from Page B1

little more outspoken this
week in their media oppor-
tunities when asked about
the game, their chances and
some of the Ohio players.

“Qur kids are really
motivated,” said West
Virginia head coach Bob
Kramer. “They want to
show they are as good and
can compete with Ohio.
They want to take care of
business and they're getting
anxious to get out there and
show they can do it.”

The Mountaineers
haven’'t been shy that they
really like the make-up of
their club, which features
25 players from schools
which are in Class 2-A and
higher and also added in
three players from
Parkersburg South, which is
one of the newest schools
to join.

“T have no problems
with the kids not being shy
about their feelings,”
Kramer said. I think these
kids can be looser come
game day because not many
people expect us to be suc-

]
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cessful, so we’ve been able
to have a lot of fun and
keep a good balance as best
we can.”

The Ohio players -
who aren’t privy to cable
television during camp at
WLU - have heard about
the chatter via the phone,
text messages, Internet and
when the teams cross paths
On campus.

To a man, the Buckeyes
plan to do their talking on
the field come Sunday
evening and don’t plan on
getting caught wp in any
war of words feading up to
the game.

“The competition is
high, and 1 think we’re
going to go out on the field
and see what happens,” said
Union Local’s Jordan
Barbina who is one of the
called out players on the
Buckeyes' squad.

Being a target of the
opposition is nothing new
for Barbina seeing he’s
coming off a season of
accounting for nearly 4,000
yards of offense and more

Fne
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lubrication and
filter check. ‘

than 40 touchdowns.

“I like having the target
on my back,” Barbina con-
tinued. “I'm going to come
ready to play, and | know
my teammates are going to
come ready to play, and we
plan on putting on a show.”

Another player who’s no
stranger to being the focal
point is Martins Ferry’s
Jeremy Murray.

“We’'re just going to
practice every day and
make our team better,”
Murray said. “We’re not
getting caught up in the
hype and any of the talking
going on, and we're plan-
ning on putting on a good
show Sunday.”

The teams made the trip
down Rt. 88 Wednesday
evening for the George
Strager Evening With the
Stars and during the ban-
quet chants of ‘Let’s Go
Mountaineers’ and ‘OH-10”
rang loud, but after the ban-
quet the Ohio players and
West Virginia players were
jawing with one another in
good, competive spirit,
which the game and cross-
state rivalry creates.

“We're hearing what's

being said,” said Monroe
Central’s Mikey Habig,
who was selected as a
defensive captain. “We’re
just letting it build up and
build it, and when it comes
game time, we plan on
showing we don’t need o
run our mouths all week to
know we’re the better

team.”
OVAC NOTES

- THE AFOREMEN-
TIONED Ohio roster has
shrunk to 29 players, but
could return to 31 by game
night. Two players opted to
leave camp after reporting
for unspecified reasons and
two others left Wednesday
due to sickness. Both are
hopeful to return to camp
and play in the game.

*» TONIGHT is the
Queen of Queens pageant at
WesBanco Arena. The
show starts at 7 p.m. and is
open to the public. Tickets
cost $5 and can be pur-
chased at the gate.

+ SATURDAY the
teams, band, cheerleaders
will stay on campus and
take part in the annual pep
rally at Russek Field.

® Perfection

Continued from Page B1

a  about Wise's perfect play.

The image of Wise, just in as a defensive replacement,
sprinting toward the fence in left-center after the ball
jumped off Gabe Kapler’s bat leading off the ninth will be

tough to forget.

Wise jumnped and extended his right arm above the top

of the 8-foot wall.

The ball landed in his glove, then popped out for a split

second as he was caroming off the wall and stumbling on
the wamning track. Wise grabbed it with his bare left hand,
fell to the ground and rolled. He bounced up, proudly dis-
playing the ball for the crowd.

A home run turned into an out, and with his biggest
scare behind him, Buehrle finished off the perfect game.

Foreélosure? We Can Help.
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@® Lucas

Continued from Page B1

football that Beallsville and Chio head coach Dave
Caldwell approached him about coming on board the var-
sity staff. He did so, but hasn’t missed a beat of working
with his oldest son.

When Rusty got on board with the Beallsville staff he
watched how Caldwell dealt with the rigors of coaching
his own son, Ryan, for four years.

] learned a lot about dealing with your son as a player
from Coach Caldwell,” Rusty said.

Whether or not it was a win, loss, tie, good game or
bad game, even if Eric wanted to talk football, there was
nothing but positive words coming out of his dad’s mouth
— at home that is.

“He wanted to talk about football quite a bit,” Rusty
said. “We talked about a lot of different things, but I
would never, ever get on him about anything. 1 would
show him different things and work with him, but I
always encouraged him.”

Part of the encouragement involved one of the great
skills Rusty taught his son.

“He’s taught me to let ¢verything go in one ear and out
the other,” Eric said. “Just keep going on about your busi-
ness.”

Rusty - who's coaching in the OVAC Game Sunday
for the third time in his career - indicated he never
counted it out that it would be Class A’s turn in the
QOVAC rotation during Eric’s senior year.

“It never really crossed my mind it just happened to
fall that way,” Rusty said. “It got closer to his senior year
and it kind of dawned on me that if we have a good year,
we do have a chance to coach it his senior year, but it’s
been a blessing and worked out really well.”

Eric bursted onto the Beallsville football scene as a 14-
year old freshman and has played what seems like every
position on the field since. Last year he saw time at quar-
terback. tailback. wide receiver. nose guard, defensive
back, linebacker and defensive end and some say he sold
a tub of popcorn and a few 50-50 raffle tickets as well.

“We've had several memories over the years, and it's
tough to pick out one,” Rusty said. "As a freshman in his
first play of high school football we put him in at split end
and we ran an end-around pass and he threw a 58-yard
touchdown the first time he touched the ball.”

Eric — who wili most likely see a bulk of his action at
wide receiver this weekend — earned first-team all-Chio
after his senior season.

And that’s something his dad had really never dreamt
about.

I knew he had some talent when he was younger, but
he kept working hard and he doesn’t settle for medicori-
ty,” Rusty said. “He’s got some natural talent that he must
of gotten from his mother’s side, but he’s great a great
work ethic.”

In the time leading up to reporting to West Liberty
University last Sunday. Rusty couldn’t hardly wait for
another opportunity ~ even though it’s his last - to
coach his son once again.

“I had trouble sleeping [ was looking forward to this so

much,” Rusty said. “To be here with my sons is just a real
blessing.”
When the coaching staffs were selected in late December,
Eric began thinking about the opportunity to play for not
only his dad once more, but the entire Blue Devils’ staff,
which has played such a big role in his success.

“It’s always great to get a chance to play for your head
coach once again let alone geiting the chance to play for
my dad again,” Eric confirmed.

Along with Rusty and Eric at OVAC Camp is Derek
Lucas who is serving as team manager for the Buckeyes.

Having his little brother around is something that
Eric’s really enjoying.

“l don’t mind him being here at all,” Eric said. “He’s
really enjoying it himself. He likes hanging out with all of
the guys, playing XBox and eating pizza just like he’s one
of us.”

The experience that the younger Lucas is having is just
shaping his love for football even further.

“1 haven't coached (Derek) as much [ have Eric since
I've been coaching with the varsity,” Rusty said. “But,
we're out working in the yard every day. I’ve just been
blessed to have two great kids who both love football as
much as I do. Derek wants to do it as much as Eric did.”

As for the future, Rusty knows that after Sunday night,
he’s just a dad to Eric from now on.

“It’s been a really great run,” Rusty said. “But, life
doesn’t stand still, it moves on, and Eric’s moving on to
Muskingum and he’il commit to that program, and I'll be
in the stands rooting for him. I'll be working with

1 (Derek).”

Eric didn’t even want to think about the conclusion of
all-star camp and the final ticks running off the clock.

“It gives me chills thinking about it being over,” Lucas
said. “Camp has been great, but when it ends it will be
really bittersweet.”

Regardless of what happens Sunday evening, the two
guarantees coming from the game are it won’t be talked
about in the Lucas’ home...unless Eric wants to, and
Rusty wili always be his father.

Staskey can be reached
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com

Herbstreit suinq IRS

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP} — ESPN college football
commentator Kirk Herbstreit is suing the IRS over a lost
tax deduction on a house that was intentionaily burned
down in Ohio.

The former Ohio State quarterback bought a home in
the Columbus suburb of Upper Arlington, then he and
his wife donated it to the local fire department in 2004

at




week in their media oppor-
tunities when asked about
the game, their chances and
some of the Ohio players.

“*Qur kids are really
motivated,” said West
Virginia head coach Bob
Kramer. “They want to
show they are as good and
can compete with Ohio.
They want to take care of
business and they’re getting
anxious to get out there and
show they can doit.”

The Mountaineers
haven’t been shy that they
really like the make-up of
their club, which features
25 players from schools
which are in Class 2-A and
higher and also added in
three  players from
Parkersburg South, which is
one of the newest schools
to join.

“l1 have no problems
with the kids not being shy
about their feelings,”
Kramer said. “I think these
kids can be looser come
game day because not many
people expect us to be suc-
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to have a lot of fun and
keep a good balance as best
we can.”

The Ohio players -
who aren’t privy to cable
television during camp at
WLU - have heard about
the chatter via the phone,
text messages, Internet and
when the teams cross paths
on campus,

To a man, the Buckeyes
plan to do their talking on
the field come Sunday
evening and don’t plan on
getting caught up in any
war of words leading up to
the game.

“The competition is
high, and I think we're
going to go out on the field
and see what happens.” said
Union Local’s Jordan
Barbina who is one of the
calted out players on the
Buckeyes™ squad.

Being a target of the
opposition is nothing new
for Barbina seeing he’s
coming off a season of
accounting for nearly 4,000
yards of offense and more
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lubricatior and

“I like having the target
on my back,” Barbina con-
tinued. “I'm going to come
ready to play, and I know
my teammates are going to
come ready to play, and we
plan on putting on a show.”

Another player who’s no
stranger to being the focal
point is Martins Ferry’s
Jeremy Murray.

“We’'re just going to
practice every day and
make our team better,”
Murray said. “We’re not
getting caught up in the
hype and any of the talking
going on, and we’'re plan-
ning on putting on a good
show Sunday.”

The teams made the trip
down Rt. 88 Wednesday
evening for the George
Strager Evening With the
Stars and during the ban-
quet chants of ‘Let’s Go
Mountaineers’ and ‘OH-10’
rang loud, but after the ban-
quet the Ohio players and
West Virginia players were
Jjawing with one another in
good, competive spirit,
which the game and cross-
state rivalry creates.

“We’re hearing what’s

Central's Mnkey Habig,
who was selected as a
defensive captain. “We’re
just letting it build up and
build it, and when it comes
game time, we plan on
showing we don’t need to
run our mouths all week to
know we're the better
team.”

OVAC NOTES

* THE AFOREMEN-
TIONED Ohio roster has
shrunk to 29 piayers, but
could return to 31 by game
night. Two players opted to
leave camp after reporting
for unspecified reasons and
two others left Wednesday
due to sickness. Both are
hopeful to return to camp
and play in the game.

*» TONIGHT is the
Queen of Queens pageant at
WesBanco Arena. The
show starts at 7 p.m. and i
open to the public, Tickets
cost $5 and can be pur-
chased at the gate.

= SATURDAY the
teams, band, cheerleaders
will stay on campus and
take part in the annual pep
rally at Russek Field.

® Perfection

Continued from Page B1

" about Wise’s perfect play.

The image of Wise, just in as a defensive replacement,

- sprinting toward the fence in left-center after the ball

jumped off Gabe Kapler’s bat leading off the ninth will be

tough to forget.

Wise jumped and extended his right arm above the top

of the 8-foot wall.

The ball landed in his glove, then popped out for a split

second as he was caroming off the wall and stumbling on
the warning track. Wise grabbed it with his bare left hand,
fell to the ground and rolled. He bounced up, proudly dis-
playing the ball for the crowd.

A home run turned into an out, and with his biggest
scare behind him, Buehrle finished off the perfect game.
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and it kind of dawned on me that if we have a good year,
we do have a chance to coach it his senior year, but it's
been a blessing and worked out really well.”

Eric bursted onto the Beallsville football*scene as a 14-
year old freshman and has played what seems like every
position on the field since. Last year he saw time at quar-
terback, tailback, wide receiver, nose guard. defensive
back, linebacker and defensive end and some say he sold
a tub of popcorn and a few 50-50 raffle tickets as well.

“We've had several memories over the years, and it’s
tough to pick out one,” Rusty said. "As a freshman in his
first play of high school football we put him in at split end
and we ran an end-arcund pass and he threw a 58-yard
touchdown the first time he touched the ball.”

Eric — who will most likely see a bulk of his action at
wide receiver this weekend -~ earned first-team all-Ohio
after his senior season,

And that’s something his dad had really never dreamt
about.

“I knew he had some talent when he was younger, but
he kept working hard and he doesn’t settle for medicori-
ty.” Rusty said. “He's got some natural talent that he must
of gotten from his mother’s side, but he’s great a great
work ethic.”

In the time leading up to reporting to West Liberty
University last Sunday, Rusty couldn’t hardly wait for
another opportunity — even though it’s his last — to
coach his son once again.

I had trouble sleeping I was looking forward to this so

much,” Rusty said. “To be here with my sons is just a real
blessing.”
When the coaching staffs were selected in late December,
Eric began thinking about the opportunity to play for not
only his dad once more, but the entire Blue Devils’ staff,
which has played such a big role in his success.

“It’s always great to get a chance to play for your head
coach once again let alone getting the chance to play for
my dad again,” Eric confirmed.

Along with Rusty and Eric at OVAC Camp is Derek
Lucas who is serving as team manager for the Buckeyes.

Having his littie brother around is something that
Eric’s really enjoying.

“I don’t mind him being here at all,” Eric said. “He’s
really emjoying it himself. He likes hanging out with al} of
the guys, playing XBox and eating pizza just like he’s one
of us.”

The experience that the younger Lucas is having is just
shaping his love for football even further.

“I haven’t coached (Derek) as much I have Eric since
I've been coaching with the varsity,” Rusty said. “But,
we're out working in the yard every day. I've just been
blessed to have two great kids who both love football as
much as [ do. Derek wants to do it as much as Eri¢ did.”

As for the future. Rusty knows that after Sunday night,
he’s just a dad to Eric from now on.

“It’s been a really great run,” Rusty said. “But, life

o doesn’t stand still, it moves on, and Eric’s moving on to

Muskingum and he’li commit to that program, and I'll be
in the stands rooting for him. I'll be working with
(Derek).”

Eric didn’t even want to think about the conclusion of
all-star camp and the final ticks running off the clock.

“It gives me chills thinking about it being over,” Lucas
said. “Camp has been great, but when it ends it will be
really bittersweet.”

Regardless of what happens Sunday evening. the two
guarantees coming from the game are it won’t be talked
about in the Lucas’ home...unless Eric wants to, and
Rusty will always be his father.

Staskey can be
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com

Herbstreit suinq IRS

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — ESPN college football
commentator Kirk Herbstreit is suing the IRS over a lost
tax deduction on a house that was intentionally burned
down in Ohio.

The former Ohio State quarterback bought a home in
the Columbus suburb of Upper Arlington, then he and
his wife donated it to the local fire department in 2004
so firefighters would torch it for training.

Dennis Miller
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ST. CLAIRSVILLE’S Eric Tidmore, top photo, plays his drums as he walks to
the first practice for the McDonald’s OVAC All-Star Band, which reported to
West Liberty State University Wednesday to begin its preparations for
Sunday's 64th Annual Rudy Mumley OVAC Ali-Star Charity Football Ciassic.
Buckeye Local's Chelsey-Nichol McCain, lower left, carries her instrument
across campus while River's Kelsey Krempasky autographs a football after
finishing up her registration for OVAC All-Star Cheering Camp. Additional
images may be found at cu.timesfeaderoniine.com.

Subway:
Eat Fresh,
Play Free

OVAC, food chain team
up again at Whg. Island

By SHAWN RINE
Ohio Sports Editor

WHEELING — Part of the reason Sub-
way and the Ohio Valley Athietic Conference
seem to be an ideal fit is their message. Each
wants to promote a healthy lifestyle for area
youth. so it was only natural the two agreed
recently to extend their partnership for anoth-
er lwo years.

As football season gets closer. the mania
cal Ohio Valley football fan doesn’t have to
look far or hard to find a cure his jones. Any
number of events are beginning o pop up.
but one in particular should catch the arten-
tion of even the average patron.

Prior to this Sunday's Rudy Mumiey
OVAC All-Star Charity Football Game. the
‘Subway Sports Clinic Series’ will be playing
host to its sixth annual football clinic in con-
junction with the game itseif.

“I's a lot of fun and it’s a feel-good type
of thing.”” OVAC Sports Marketing LLC's
Fames Companion said. “*(Last year) was
well attended.

““We had a good group of kids.™

That group included both boys and girls,
which is atypical of such an event. Compan-
ion says the ratio of boys to girls 1s still about
5-to-1 at the clinic, which is open to anyone
between the ages of 6-13.

**And the girls are trcared just like the
boys.”" Companion noted.

Aside from the fact its co-ed. what makes
this clinic special in regard to all the others
you might be asking?

Perhaps it’s the fact newly appointed
Wheeling Park football coach Chris Daugher-
ty and his staff will be on hand to offer
instruction, Bethany coach and athletics
director Tim Weaver is bringing his coaching
contingent to Wheeling Island Stadium the
same day.

I know with Coach Doc being new and
energized. it’s going to be a lot of fun.”
Companion said. I know he is looking seri-
ously to develop a program that starts with
the next generations of the Wheeling Park
football programs.

“*(Weaver’s) a young coach and looking
for future ball players. I am sure he's looking
for ways to grow Bethany’s vistbility. ™

It’s a camp for both boys and girls, and
offers instruction from two quality footbail
coaching staffs. Just when it seems like it
can’t get any better, it does,

The clinic won't cost you a penny, which
in these economic times makes 1t music to all
ears.

**People hear you say the word *free” and
don't really believe it. because nowadays
nothing is free.”” Companion said. **But you
can’t take for granted getting to be in such a
nice stadium, on the same field where the all-
stars will play.™

Registration will take place at the stadium
at 12:45 Sunday, and the clinic will run from
1-2:30 p.m. It will be split into stations, some
offering individual instruction. and others
taking place in a group setting.

“*The main focus will be on fundamentals
and learning how to do things the right way.™
Companion said. **We also help the kids
focus on believing in themselves and on self-
esteem.”
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RECEIVING scholarships at the annual George Strager Evening With the Stars
Dinner held Wednesday evening in conjunction with the 64th annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic were these Ohio players. From
left are Brody Call (St. Clairsvilie), Mikey Habig (Monroe Central), Schuyler
Bondy (Monroe Central}, Lance Morrison (Cambridge) and schofarship presen-
ter Kelly Rine. Additional images may be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com

| Ohio captains

- Barbina, Murray, Habig, Christian selected

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Getting selected to the Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Classic is a big moment in
the lives of prep football players in the
Ohio Valley.

However, getting selected as a team
captain is a whole another story.

Ohio head coach Dave Caldwell
announced his four co-captains for this
Sunday’s 64th annual all-star game at
Wheeling Istand Stadium during
Wednesday's 24th annual George Strager
Evening With the Stars at Wheeling Park’s
White Palace.

Siated to lead the Buckeyes onto the
field are Union Local’s Jordan Barbina.

Monroe Central’s Mikey Habig. Martins
Ferry's Jeremy Murray and Steubenville’s
Jeryl Christian.

Depending upon the coach's decision,
some years the right to be a captain has
been voted upon by the players. but
Caldwell sat in his room Sunday evening
and picked his leaders himself.

“[ tried to spread it out to one end of
the OVAC to another and represent every-
one that way.” Caldwell said. “I've pretty
much always done it that way during the
times 1" ve coached the game.”

The four captains were informed of the
decision earlier in the week and have led
stretching drills and their respective posi-
tions during the week of drills.

See, QHIO, Page B2

® Ohio

Continued from Page B1

Barbina — who figures
to see much of the action at
quarterback this weekend
- was the out-spoken
leader of the Jets during
their march to the second
round of the Division 1V
playoffs. He did it both in
the lockerroom and by his
play. which resuited in
nearly 4,000 yards of
offense being put forth.

“It’s not hard to lead this
group because everyone's
s0 focused on winning the
game,” Barbina said.
“We ve been bonding well
and everyone’s getting
along and we're ready to
play. We know it’s going (o
be an intense game. but
we're focused and ready 10
play.”

Murray is afso no
stranger to the leadership
role from his days at
Martins Ferry. He came on

the scenc as a freshman and
immediatley gained the
respect of his leammates.

He turned in a brilliant
sophomore season, bul was
forced into a leader role off
the field as a junior alter
missing much of the cam-
paign with a torn knce. He
came back last fall and
turned in a first-team all-
Ohio campaign.

In fcading the Riders to
the OVAC title. Murray
accumulated more than
2000 yards rushing and 30
touchdowns as the guarter-
buck. He's stated 1o sce
action as a running back
and in the defensive back-
field this week.

“1{"s a big honor. and |
am really excited about it”
Murray said. "Everyone
here is really good, so it’s
different but everyone’s got
the same goal. and that’s to

Plan your family’s summer
vacation today! .

win the game.”

Habig like the two
atorementioned players
was an unguestioned leader
during his high school days
for the Seminoles. playing
on the offensive line and as
a linebacker.

He's serving as one of
the defensive captains
again this week and it’s
something that took him by
surprise when he was told.

“1 didn't think 1 was
going to get picked,” Habig
said. “Coach Caldwell said
he wanied the best players
to be the captains and serve
as role models for the
team.”

Habig and the
Seminoles got hot at the
end of the season and nar-
rowly missed a trip to the
Division V postscason and
the way the team played
collectively was one of the
things he credits for that.

“Pefense is my game,
and 1 was pretty vocal on
that side of the ball.” Habig
admitted. “Our defense (in
the OVAC) is coming
together. and 1 really think
we're going to come out
Sunday and make a state-
ment.”

West Virginia head
coach Bob Kramer and his
staff opted to conduct a
players™ vote for captain
and the results haven't even
been tabulated yet.

| think when we left to
come down (to the Evening
With the Stars), we only
had 17 of our ballots
back.” Kramer said. “There
are some front runners
showing up and for the
most purt you can sce on
the field who the lcaders of
this team are. but there is
some politicing going on.”

Staskev cun be reached
at sstaskey@tinmesleader-
online.com
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PICTURED IS the Ohio squad for tonight's 64th annual Rudy Mumley All-Star Charity Football Classic at Wheeling Island
Stadium. Front row, from left, are Jeremy Murray (Martins Ferry), Wes Skinner (Harrison Central), Eric Lucas (Beallsville),
Jordan Barbina (Union Local), Kyle Blackman (Union Local) and Brody Call (St. Clairsville). Second row, from left, are |
Taylor Banks (Harrison Central), Brandon Carroll (Steubenville), Jeryl Christian (Steubenville), Zane Butler (St. Clairsville),
Matt Shreve {Martins Ferry), Anthony Scott (Zanesville) and Jordan Clegg (River). Third row, from left, are Mikey Habig
{Monroe Central), Tyler Brooks (River), Johnny Merryman (Shadyside), George Ruckman {Beallsville}, Schuyler Bondy
(Monroe Central), Bo Olexo (Union Local), D.J. Duke {River) and head coach Dave Caldwell (Beallsville). Fourth row, from
left, are Brent Snider (Indian Creek), Pat Gerst (Caldwell), Brant Powell (Barnesville), Steve Woodford (Martins Ferry),
Russell Paugh (Beaver Local), Ryan Dugan (Steubenville) and manager Derek Lucas (Beallsville). Fifth row, from left, are
Nathan Schaal (Buckeye Local), Lance Morrison (Cambridge), Jason Bahen (East Liverpool), Nick Bickar (Edison}, Sean
West (Bridgeport) and Nick Liptak (Cambridge). Top row, from left, are trainer Randy Elliott, assistant coaches Clint Abbott
(Beallsville), Paul Kanzigg {(Beallsville}, Rusty Lucas (Beallsville), Dave Wiles (Beallsville), Tyler Brown (Beallsville} and

Franklin Holley (Bealisville).

Tonight, 7:15 p.m. - 64th OVAC All-Star Game - Wheeling Island Stadium

Football is back

* Ohio, West Virginia stars set to shine in Mumley Classic

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

The talking. festivities. dinners. ice
cream socials and alt of the other pomp and
circumstance are a thing of the past.

It’s game day in the Ohio Valley.

The 64th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Charity Football Classic will take
center stage this evening at 7:15 p.m. at
Wheeling Island Stadium when the stars of
Ohio and West Virginia battle once again
for all-star glory.

*I think we’re as ready as we're going
to be,” said Ohio head coach Dave
Caldwell. “The kids are ready and are real-
ly ready to get out on the field and play the
game.”

West Virginia head coach Bob Kramer

— who is making his debut at the Island as
the head coach of West Virginia - has
truly enjoyed his time with his players and
thinks his team's ready to go.

“We’ve had a great week.” Kramer said.
“The kids are upbeat and confident about
the game and we feel we've gotten a lot
done and we're ready 10 go out and put on
a good show.™

While the players are itiching to getl on
the field and show off their talents, for the
coaches the climax of the week is a little
bittersweet.

great and the kids have done a fabulous

job.”

Ohio’s offense figures 10 be a wide-
open attack with big playmakers at every
position. but being able to distribute the
ball equally isn't something that
Caldwell’s all too worried about.

“From my past experiences most of the
kids just want to win the game.” Caldwell
said. “They would obviously love to play a
key role or score a couple of touchdowns,
but winning is what they value the most.
We're going to try to spread the ball
around and get as many people involved as
we can.”

Leading the way for the Buckeyes will
be Union Local’s Jordan Barbina who will

cas mnvt nf tha enane at nartarhasl

plethora of options available.

Splitting time at the flanker spot are
Union Local’s Kyle Blackman and
Steubenville’s Brandon  Carroll,
Beallsville’s Eric Lucas will be lining up
as the split end.

“I might be called prejudiced. bui I real-
ly think Eric Lucas is going to have a big
game,” Caldwell said. “He’'s a real good
football player, and [ think the fans are
going to see that wide receiver is his natu-
ral position. but at Beallsville we had to
use him all over the place since he was our
best athlete.”

Early in the week, Caldwell wasn’t as
pleased with his line play. but he’s indicat-
ed those problems have been shored up and
the trench unit has gelied,

*Our linemen have really come along.”

Caldwelli said. “They're athletic and §

strong. and that’s exactly what we want-
ed.”

Beallsville’s George Ruckman anchors
the line at the center spot.

Caldwell’s Pat Gerst won one of the
guard jobs. The other guard spot will be
alternated between Bridgeport’s Sean Wesl
and Indian Creek’'s Brent Snider.

The tackle posts will be maintained by
Monroe Central’s Schuyler Bondy and Big
Red’s Ryan Dugan.
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PICTURED IS the Ohio squad for tonight's 64th annual Rudy Mumiley All-Star Charity Football Classic at Wheeling Island

Stadium. Front row, from left, are Jeremy Murray (Martins Ferry), Wes Skinner (Harrison Central), Eric Lucas (Beallsville), [*4¢
Jordan Barbina (Union Local), Kyle Blackman (Union Local} and Brody Cail (St. Clairsville). Second row, from left, are [

Taylor Banks (Harrison Central), Brandon Carroll (Steubenville), Jeryl Christian (Steubenville), Zane Butler (St. Clairsville),
Matt Shreve (Martins Ferry), Anthony Scott (Zanesville) and Jordan Clegg (River). Third row, from left, are Mikey Habig
(Monroe Central), Tyler Brooks (River), Johnny Merryman (Shadyside), George Ruckman (Beallsville), Schuyler Bondy
(Monroe Central), Bo Olexo (Union Local), D.J. Duke (River) and head coach Dave Caldwell (Beallsville). Fourth row, from
left, are Brent Snider (indian Creek), Pat Gerst (Caldwell), Brant Powell (Barnesville), Steve Woodford (Martins Ferry),
Russell Paugh (Beaver Local), Ryan Dugan (Steubenville) and manager Derek Lucas (Beallsville). Fifth row, from left, are
Nathan Schaal (Buckeye Local), Lance Morrison (Cambridge), Jason Bahen (East Liverpool), Nick Bickar (Edison), Sean
West (Bridgeport) and Nick Liptak {Cambridge). Top row, from left, are trainer Randy Elliott, assistant coaches Clint Abbott
(Beallsville), Paul Kanzigg (Beallsville), Rusty Lucas (Beallsville), Dave Wiles (Beallsville), Tyler Brown (Beallsville) and

Franklin Holley (Beallsville).

~ Tonight, 7:15 p.m.- 64th OVAC All-Star Game - Wheeling Island Stadium

Football is back

- Ohio, West Virginia stars set to shine in Mumley Classic

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

The talking, festivities, dinners. ice
cream socials and all of the other pomp and
circumstance are a thing of the past.

It’s game day in the Ohio Valley.

The 64th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Chanty Football Classic will take
center stage this evening at 7:15 p.m. at
Wheeling Island Stadiwm when the stars of
Ohio and West Virginia battle once again
for ali-star glory.

I think we’re as ready as we're going
to be,” said Ohio head coach Dave
Caldwell. “The kids are ready and are real-
ly ready to get out on the field and play the
game.”

West Virginia head coach Bob Kramer

who is making his debut at the Island as
the head coach of West Virginia - has
truly enjoyed his time with his players and
thinks his team’s ready to go.

“We’ve had a great week,” Kramer said.
“The kids are upbeat and confident about
the game and we feel we've gotten a iot
done and we’re ready to go out and put on
a good show.™

While the players are itiching to get on
the field and show off their talents, for the
coaches the climax of the week is a liule
bittersweel.

“It's been a real fun week for (the
coaches) and the kids.” said Caldwell who
is leading the Buckeyes onto the field for
the fifth time this evening.

“The kids have listened well. behaved
themselves and it's just been a great group
to work with.”

However. getting back to work with
their respective home programs, which
earned them the right to be a part of this
game is also something that can't be taken
lightly.

"1 need my beauty sleep.” Kramer
Joked. “It's been a long week. but it's been
very enjoyable. It's a first-class game and
the treatment we’ve received has been

OLEXO

great and the kids have done a fabulous
job.”

Ohio’s offense figures to be a wide-
open attack with big playmakers at every
position. but being able to distribute the
ball equally isn't something that
Caldwell’s ali too worried about.

“From my past experiences most of the
kids just want to win the game,” Caldwell
said. “They would obviously love to play a
key role or score a couple of touchdowns.
but winning is what they value the most.
We're going to try to spread the bali
around and get as many people involved as
we can.”

Leading the way for the Buckeyes will
be Union Local’s Jordan Barbina who will
see most of the snaps at quarterback.

*Jordan has showed me all week why he
received as many awards as he did last sea-
son,” Caldwell smiled. “He’s awfully tal-
ented. He's got a strong arm and he’s prob-
ably one of our fastest guys on the team.”

Behind Barbina. Martins Ferry’s Jeremy
Murray won the tailback job. He played
quarterback at Ferry and earned first-team
all-Ohio in the process, but he ran for more
than 2,000 yards in doing so.

Paving the way for Murray is Monroe
Central’s Mikey Habig who handled that
duty with the Seminoles.

When the Buckeyes put the ball in the
air - and they will put it in the air accord-
ing to their coach Barbina witl have a

ot 0
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plethora of options available,

Spiitting time at the flanker spot are
Union Local's Kyile Blackman and
Steubenville’s  Branden  Carroll.
Beallsville's Eric Lucas will be lining up
as the split end.

“I might be called prejudiced. but I real
ly think Eric Lucas is going to have a big
game.” Caldwell said. “He's a real good
football player, and I think the fans are
going to see that wide receiver is his natu-
ral position. but at Beailsville we had to
use him ail over the place since he was our
best athlete.”

Early in the week, Caldwell wasn’t as
pleased with his line play, but he's indicat-
ed those problems have been shored up and
the trench unit has gelled,

“Our linemen have really come along.”
Caldwell said. “They re athletic and
strong. and that’s exactly what we want-
ed.”

Beallsville’s George Ruckman anchors
the line at the center spot.

Caldwell’s Pat Gerst won one of the
guard jobs. The other guard spot will be
alternated between Bridgeport's Sean Weslt
and Indian Creek’s Brent Snider.

The tackle posts will be matntained by
Monroe Central’s Schuyler Bondy and Big
Red’s Ryan Dugan.

“We know what kind of firepower Ohio [}
has,” Kramer said. “Qur defense is fast and [ &
they like to fly around to the ball and our
cover guys are reaily good.”

A strong quartet of linebackers is lead-
ing the way for the Mountaineers.

Wheeling Central’s Dan Gordon will be
one of the inside linebackers along with
Weir's Artie Chappell. John Marshall’s
Ryan Lewicki and Central’s Zach Foose
will be on the outside.

Clearing room for the linebackers to do
work is the defensive line comprised of:
Brooke's Mike Henderson and Magnolia's
Tyler Hanna at the defensive ends.

See, OVAC, Page C2
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PICTURED IS the West Virginia team for tonight’s 64th Rudy Mumiey OVAC All-Star Charity Classic. Front row, from left, are Eric
Mendenhall (Wheeling Park); Chanz Jarrell (Parkersburg South); Anthony Pietranton (Weirton Madonna); Michael Newton (Brooke);
Ryan Sengewalt (Wheeling Park); Ricardo Farrow (Wheeling Park). Second row: DeVaughn Gordon {Wheeling Central); Zach Foose
(Wheeling Central); Jacob Porter (OQak Glen); Brandon Sprouse (Magnolia); Matt Schrumpf (Bishop Donahue); Jon Hood (Brooke);
Nate Zills (Tyler Consolidated). Third row: Head Coach Bob Kramer (Weirton Madonna); Derrick Rovira (Weirton); Dante Greco
(Weirton Madonna); Adam Vaughan (Oak Glen); Vic DeCaria (Weirton Madonna); Jon Przelenski (Bishop Donahue); Artie Campbell
(Weirton); James Gifford (Parkersburg South). Fourth row: Jordan Holliday (Parkersburg South); Doug Murray (Oak Glen); Mike

Henderson (Brooke); Nick Ohrman (Linsly); Tyler Hanna (Magnolia); Michael Scott (Cameron); Joe Capito (Weirton Madonna); Amber

Herback (Trainer). Fifth row: Anthony Fulmer (Manager); Ryan Lewicki (John Marshall); Derek Stahl (Wheeling Park); Jason Utt
(Magnolia}; Morgan Long (Valley); Dan Gordon (Wheeling Central). Sixth row: Assistant coaches John Durdines, Jon Kendrick, John
Lesho, Bob Kramer, Jr., Tom Taylor, Don Ogden.

® OVAC

Continued from Page C1

Weir High's Derrick Rovira and
Madonna’s Dante Greco are slated
lo start the game at defensive tack-
les.

In the secondary, Park’s Ricardo
Farrow and Oak Glen’s Jacob
Porter will line up on the comers,
while Mendenhall will serve as the
safety.

The Mountaineers’ offense will
be triggered by Wheeling Park’s
Ryan Sengewalt who has really
impressed Kramer this week.

“Ryan’s got a strong arm and
he's accurate,” Kramer said. “He’s
got a real feel for managing the
game and he’s elusive, so he’s got
a lot of qualities that make him a
good quarterback. He’s picked up
the offense really well and he’s just
a heady kid.”

Parkersburg South’s Chanz
Jarrell who admittedly has
never been to the Mumley Classic
— will start at tailback. Wheeling
Central’s. DeVaughn Gordon -
who's been held out of some drills
this week due to a ‘minor tweak’
— is expected to see quality time
at the fullback spot.

“DeVaughn thinks he’ll be able
to go, and we've held him out
because we know what he's capa-
ble of, so it wasn’t like we needed
to see what he couid do.” Kramer
said. “We feel we’ve got several
running backs we can use and keep
(Ohio) off balance a little bit.”

On the perimeter, West Virginia
hopes to be able to stretch the field
with Magnolia’s Jason Utt and
Mendenhall getting the call at wide
receiver.

“Mendenhall will play both
ways, and he’s earned that right.”
Kramer said. “He’s a great kid
who’s a talented player who we
need to get on the field.”

Mendenhall will also serve as
the Mountaineers’ holder.

“He volunteers for everything,”
Kramer said.

Anchoring the West Virginia
line is Parkersburg South’s Jordan
Holliday. Linsly’s Nick Ohrman
and Oak Glen’s Doug Murray will
line up al the guard spots.

The tackle positions will be held
by Parkersburg South’s James
Gifford and Qak Glen's Adam
Vaughn.

“To me, this looks like one of
the better teams West Virginia has
had in a while,” Caldwell said.
“Our kids are well-aware of the tal-
ent and have a great deal of respect
for (West Virginia}, and I expect us

: T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
PICTURED ARE some of the Chio defensive players and speciality players. Kneeling, from left, are
Johnny Merryman (Shadyside) and 'Nick Liptak (Cambridge). Back row, from left, are Steven
Woodford (Martins Ferry), Nathan.Schaal (Buckeye Local} and Lance Morrison (Cambridge).
Additional images may be found at cu.timesieaderoniine.com
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PICTURED IS the Ohio coaching staff. Kneeling, from left, are Rusty Lucas, head coach Dave
Caldwell and assistant coach Dave Wiles. Back row, from left, are assistant coaches Paul Kanzigg,
Frankiin Holley, Clint Abbott, Tyler Brown and team trainer Randy Elliott.

Ferry's Steven Woodford and Big
Red’s Jeryl Christian at defensive
ends.

The linebacking corps is led by
Martins Ferry's Matt Shreve and

Chaducida’ec Tahnny Marrvman

ably take some time during the
game to feel things out, and then
we’ll have to make adjustments on
the fly.”

The aforementioned Merryman

wrill handla the mntina Antiac far

show.”

West Virginia, meanwhile, went
through a workout on Saturday and
will take the same approach to
Sunday.

“Wa krind Af lat tha Fide Adarids

Meet Team Ohio

NoName

1 Jeremy Murmay
3 Wes Skinner
10 Eric Lucas

12 Jordan Bartxna
14 Kyle Blackman
20 Brody Call

21 Taylor Banis
22 Brandon Carroll

58 185 RB Martins Ferry
58 170 AB Hamison
60 185 WR Beallswile
61 180 QB Union Local
64 185 WR Union Local
511185 DB St Clairsvile
§7 165 REB Hamison
6'1 380 DB Steubenville

28 Joryl Christian 62 230 OT Steubenville

29 Zane Butler 62 210 DE St Clairsville

32 Matt Shreve 60 215 FB Marting Ferry

34 Jordan Clegg 61 205 LB Rwer

40 Mikey Habig 63 225 TE Monroe

44 TylerBrooks 510187 LB River

46 Johnny Memyman59 180 LB Shadyside

52 Georga Ruckman 67 260 C  Bealsville
Schayler Bondy 63 230 C Monroe

55 Bo Qlexo 60 205G Union Locat

56 D.J. Duke 60 250 T River

58 Broni Snider 62 20 T Indian Creek

€0 Pat Gerst 60 240 G Caldwall

665 Brant Powell 62 2507 Barnesville

§7 Steve Woodford 672 240 LB Marting Ferry

70 Russell Pavgh 63 235 DE Beaver Local

75RyanDugan 60 250 7 Steubenville

80 Nathan Schaal 59 165G Buckeye

82 Lance Momison 5’10215 DT Cambridge

85.JasonBahen 63 175 WR Lvemool

83 Nick Bickar 510180 DB Edison

90 Sean West 510240 G Bridgepont

Head Coach: Dave Cadwell, Beakisville
Assistant Coaches: Clinmt Abbott, Tyler Brown,
Micah Fuchs, Frasklin Hollgy, Paul Xanzigg,
Rusty Lucas, Dave Wiles.
Managers. D.J. Lucas, Troy Hickman.
Trainer: Randy EBioit.

Team Doctor: Dr, Christan Sonnelekd

Meet Team W.Va.
WEST VIRGINIA

No.Name Hi. Wt Pos.School
1 Enc Mendenhall 60 165 DB Park
3 Chanz Jarrel 510190 RB South
7 Anthony Pietranton 62 180 TE Madonna
10 Michael Newton  5'10185 QB Brooke
12 Ryan 62 180 OB Park
14 Ricasdo Famow 58 184 DB Park
20 DeVaughn Gordon 510 215 RB Central
21 Zach Foose 5'11200 LB Central
22 Jacob Porter 61 150 WROak Glen
28 Brandon Sprouss 60 175 DB Magnolia
32 Matt Schrump! ~ 5'11 185 RB Donahue
33 Jon Hood S10170 K Brooke
40 Nate Zills 61 195 RB Tyler
44 Demick Rovira 61 230 DE Wair
55 Danta Greco 61 270 DL Madonna
56 Adam Vaughn 60 260 OL Oak Glen
58 Vic DeCana 60 185 OL Madonna
60 Jon Przelenski 61 233 DL Donahus
63 Artia Cl 510215 LB Weir
66 James Giflord 62 275 OL South
68 Jordan Holliday 63 225 OL South
70 Dowg Muray 60 270 OL Oak Glen
72 Mixe Henderson 62 235 LB Brooke
73INkk Ohrman 6% 270 DL Linsly
75 Tyler Hanna 62 225 OL Magnolia
77 Michael Seott 59 190 LB Cameron
80 Joe Capito 511173 OB Madonna
82 Ryan Lewchi 59 210 LB J. Marshall
85 Derel Stahl 61 210 DE Park
BB Jason Lt 60 185 WRMagnolia
90 Morgan Long £ 265 TE Valay
93 Dan Gordon §'2 225 LB Central

Head Coach: Bob Kramer.
Assistant Coaches: John Durdines, Jon
Kendrick, Bob Krames Jr., John Lesho, Don
{Oguen and Tom Taylor,
Manager: Anthony Fulmer.
Trawers: Hert Minch, Ambes Herback
Team Doclor: Or. Roben Jones.

Past OVAC Scores

QVAC ALL-STAR FOOTBALL CHARITY CLAS-
SIC SCORES
Pre-OVAC Sponsorship
1940-WVa. 137
1941 =-WVa 70
1942-WVa, 70
1943 —no gamg
1944 —no game
1945=n0 game
1946~ Ohia 26-7
1847 — WA, 13T
1948 - Cug -7
1949=-W.Va. 60
1950— Ohio 14-0
1951 —Chio 13-6
1952 - Ohio 26-19
1953-WVa. 70
1954 —W.Va. 130
1955 —Ohio 31-20
1956 —Ohio 27-0
1957 — Ohio 14-13
1958—COhio 250
1959=-WVa. 76
1960 ~0Ohio 7-6
1961 —W.Va. 13:0
1962—W.¥a. 126
1963— no game
1564 — Chio 2-0
1965~ Chio 220
1966—Chio 26-0
1967 —W.Va. 180
1968 — Chio 6-0
1969 —W.vVa. 120
1970 =00 game

1673-W.Va. 28-20
1974-W.Va. 13-6
1975-W Va. 80
1976—W Va. 33-20
1977 W Va, 210
1978—Chip 21-13
1978 —0hio 47+13
1980—0hio 10-7
1981—Chio 17-14
1982-WVa. 76
1983 —Ohio 26-16
1984 — Chio 246
1985 -W Va, 26-26
1586 —Chio 146
1987 — Ctuo 13-11
1586 - Ohio 13-7
1989—W Va. 22-14
1990~ Chio 420
1991 —Chio 306
1992 —washout
1993 W Va, 34-32
1994-W Va, 19-14
1985—0hio 214
1996 Ohio 43-21
1897 = Ohio 24-14
1998~ Ohip 41-14
1999 - Ohio 320
2000 - Ohio 13-7
2001 = O 36-0
2002—Ohip 19-12
2003 Ohic 32-26
2004—W.Va 217
2005—0Chio 35-6
2006 - Chio 22-0

WNT. Nkin 22



Nate Zills (Tyler Consohdatec‘i)u Third row: Head Coach Bob Kramer '(Welrton Madonna) Derrick

s gy waws - b g ety

Rovira (Weirton); Dante Greco

(Weirton Madonna); Adam Vaughan (Oak Glen); Vic DeCaria (Weirton Madonna); Jon Przelenski (Bishop Donahue); Artie Campbell
(Weirton); James Gifford (Parkersburg South). Fourth row: Jordan Holliday (Parkersburg South); Doug Murray (Oak Glen); Mike
Henderson (Brooke); Nick Ohrman (Linsly); Tyler Hanna (Magnolia); Michael Scott (Cameron); Joe Capito (Weirton Madonna); Amber
Herback (Trainer). Fifth row: Anthony Fulmer (Manager); Ryan Lewicki (John Marshall); Derek Stahl (Wheeling Park); Jason Utt
(Magnolia); Morgan Long (Valley); Dan Gordon (Wheeling Central). Sixth row: Assistant coaches John Durdines, Jon Kendrick, John
Lesho, Bob Kramer, Jr., Tom Taylor, Don Ogden.

® OVAC

Continued from Page C1

Weir High's Derrick Rovira and
Madonna’s Dante Greco are slated
to start the game at defensive tack-
{es.

In the secondary, Park’s Ricardo
Farrow and Oak Glen’s Jacob
Porter will line up on the corners,
while Mendenhall will serve as the
safety.

The Mountaineers’ offense will
be triggered by Wheeling Park’s
Ryan Sengewalt who has really
impressed Kramer this week.

“Ryan’s got a strong arm and
he's accurate,” Kramer said. “He’s
got a real feel for managing the
game and he’s elusive, so he’s got
a lot of qualities that make him a
good quarterback. He's picked up
the offense really well and he's just
a heady kid.”

Parkersburg South’s Chanz
Jarrell - who admittedly has
never been to the Mumley Classic
—~ will start at tailback. Wheeling
Central’s DeVaughn Gordon —
who’s been held out of some drills
this week due to a ‘minor tweak’
— is expected to see quality time
at the fullback spot.

“DeVaughn thinks he’ll be able
to go, and we’ve held him out
because we know what he’s capa-
ble of, so it wasn’t like we needed
to see what he could do.” Kramer
said. “We feel we’ve got several
running backs we can use and keep
{Ohio) off balance a little bit.”

On the perimeter, West Virginia
hopes to be able to stretch the field
with Magnolia’s Jason Utt and
Mendenhall getting the call at wide
receiver.

“Mendenhall will play both
ways, and he’s earned that right,”
Kramer said. “He's a great kid
who’s a talented player who we
need to get on the field.”

Mendenhall will also serve as
the Mountaineers’ holder.

“He volunteers for everything,”
Kramer said.

Anchoring the West Virginia
line is Parkersburg South’s Jordan
Holliday. Linsly’s Nick Ohrman
and Oak Glen's Doug Murray will
line up at the guard spots.

The tackle positions will be held
by Parkersburg South’s James
Gifford and Oak Glen’s Adam
Vaughn.

“To me, this looks like one of
the better teams West Virginia has
had in a while,” Caldwell said.
“Our kids are well-aware of the tal-
ent and have a great deal of respect
for (West Virginia), and I expect us
to show up and be ready to play
that way.”

The Buckeyes’ defense -
which Caldwell really likes — is a
group that has a nose for the foot-
ball.

“We’re well-aware of what kind
of talent Ohio possesses like every
year,” Kramer said. “We're going
to come out and try a few things
and see what we can get going.”

The defensive front features
River’'s D.J. Duke and
Bamnesville’s Brant Powell at the
tackles; Buckeye Local’s Nathan
Schaal at nose guard; Martins

T- L Pho!olSEI’H STASKEY

PICTURED ARE some of the Ohio defensive players and speciality players. Kneeling, from left, are
Johnny Merryman (Shadyside) and Nick Liptak (Cambridge). Back row, from left, are Steven
Woodford (Martins Ferry), Nathan Schaal (Buckeye Local) and Lance Morrison (Cambridge).
Additional images may be found at cu.timesleaderoniine.com

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

PICTURED IS the Ohio coaching staff. Kneeling, from left, are Rusty Lucas, head coach Dave
Caldwelt and assistant coach Dave Wiles. Back row, from left, are assistant coaches Paul Kanzigg,
Franklin Holley, Clint Abbott, Tyler Brown and team trainer Randy Elliott.

Ferry’'s Steven Woodford and Big
Red’s Jeryt Christian at defensive
ends.

The linebacking corps is led by
Martins Ferry’s Matt Shreve and
Shadyside’s Johnny Merryman
who were second-team all-Ohio
selections as seniors. River's Tyler
Brooks has won the other lineback-
ing job.

In the defensive backfield, St.
Clairsville’s Brody Call and
Harrison Central’s Taylor Banks
will play the corners and
Harrison’s Wes Skinner will play
the safety spol.

“It’s tough in this game because
unlike the regular season, you've
got no scouting report and no idea
what kinds of things (West
Virginia) has in store for the
game,” Caldwell said. “We’ll prob-

ably take some time during the
game to feel things out, and then
we’'ll have to make adjustments on
the fly.”

The aforementioned Merryman
will handle the punting duties for
the Buckeyes, while Cambridge’s
Nick Liptak was chosen as the
team’s placekicker and will handle
PATs and kickoffs.

The Ohio squad went light on
Saturday, going through just one
practice before the pep rally that
evening. It won’t do anything
today on the field.

“We're going to go to Vespers,
there’s a brunch and then we’ll just
kind of let them relax and maybe
do a team activity,” Caldwell said.
“The kids are getting tired of prac-
tice and we feel we’ve got every-
thing in place to put on a good

show.”

West Virginia, meanwhile, went
through a workout on Saturday and
will take the same approach to
Sunday.

“We kind of let the kids decide
what they wanted to do on
Saturday and then we’re just going
to relax and try to get our legs
under us for the game,” Kramer
said.

“It’s been a tough week, and I
want everyone as fresh as possible
for the game.”

The Vespers service will begin
this moming at 9 a.m. and brunch
is scheduled for around 11. The
teams will board the busses for
Wheeling Island at 3:30 p.m.

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com

7 Anthony Pietranton 52 180 TE Madanna

10 Michael Newton 510185 OB Brooke
12 Ryan Sengewalt 62 180 QB Park

14 Ricardo Farow 58 164 DB Park

20 DeVaughn Gordeg 510 215 RB Central
21 Zach Focse 511200 LB Central
22 Jacoh Porer 6't 150 WROak Glen
28 Brandon Sprouss 60 175 DB Magnotia
32 Matt Schrump! ~ 5'11 185 RB Donahue
33 Jon Hood 10170 K Brooke
40 Nate Zifs 61 195 RB Tyler

44 Demck Rovra 61 230 DE Werr

55 Dante Greco 61 270 DL Madonna
56 Adam Vaughn 60 260 OL Oak Glen
58 Vic DeCara 60 185 OL Madonna
60.Jon Przolenskt 61 233 DL Donahug
63 Artie Chappel 510215 LB Wer

66 James Giflord 62 275 OL South

B8 Jordan Holiday 63 225 OL South

70 Doug Murray 60 270 OL Oak Glen
72 Mika Henderson 62 235 LB Brooke
73 Nick Oheman §2 270 DL Lingly

75 Tyler Hanna 62 225 OL Magnolia
77 Michael Scott 59 190 LB Cameron
80 Jos Capdo 511173 DB Madonna
82 Ryan Lewcks 59 210 LB J. Marshall
B85 Darek Stahi 61 210 DE Park

88 Jason Utt 60 185 WRMagnotia
90 Morgan Loing 61 265 TE Valley
99 Dan Gordon 62 225 L8 Central

Head Coach: Bob Kramer.
Assistani Coaches: John Durdines, Jan
Kendrick, Bob Kramer Jr., John Leshe, Don
Ogden and Tom Taylor

Manager: Antho
Trainers: Herb Minch,

Fulmer,
Harback

Team Doctor: Dr. Robert Jones.

Past OVAC Scores

OVAC ALL-STAR FOOTBALL CHARITY CLAS:

$IC SCORES

Pre-OVAC Sponsorship

1940—-W Va. 137
1941 —WVa. 70
1842-WVa 70
1943 —~no game
1944 —no game
1845~ no game
1946 Chio 26-7
1947 —-W.Va. 13-7
1948 = Chio 20-7
1949~W.va, 60
1850—0téo 140
1951—0hig 13-6
1952 — Ohip 26-19
1953-W.va. 70
1954 —W.Va. 130
1955—Ohio 31-20
1856 — Ohio 270
1957 = Ohio 1413
1958 - Ohio 25-0
1958-W.Va, 7-6
1960 Ohio 7-6
1961 =W.va, 130
1962-W.Va. 126
1963 —no game
1964 —0Ohio 2-0
1965—Chio 220
1966—Ohio 26-0
1967 -W.Va. 180
1968 —0Ohio &0
1968—-W.Va. 120
1870—no game

1972 = Ohig 24-6
1973 - W.Va. 28-20
1974-W.Va. 13-6
1975-W.Va. 8-0
1976~ W Va. 33-20
1977 —W.Va 210
1978—Ohio 21-13
1979—0hio 47-13
1980—Ohio 10-7
1981~0hip 17-14
1982—W.Va. 7-6
1983 - Ohio 26-16
1984 - Ohuo 24-6
1985—W.Va. 26-26
1986—0hio 14-6
1987 —0hig 13-11
1988—Ohio 13-7
1989-W.Va. 2214
1990 — Qhip 420
199t —Qhig 30-6
1892 —washout
1993-W.Va, 34-32
1994 -W.Va. 19-14
1995—Ohio 214
1996 = Ohwo 43-21
1997 — Ohio 24-14
1998 = Ohio 4114
1999 ~ Ohio 320
2000 - Otio 13-7
2001 — Ohio 360
2002 = 0hio 19-12
2003 - Ohip 32-26
2004 -W.Va. 21-7
2005~ Chio 356
2006 -0hip 22-0
2007 —Chio 6-3
2008 — 0o 31-7

Serles Record: Pre-OVAG—Ohio 15 wins,
W.Va. 11; OVAC Sponsorship— Ohio 24 wins,
W.Va. 11,1 tie

BRAND

Private Brand Touring
Private 8rand Touring
Michelin Harmony
General Altimax
Firestone FR710
Diamondback TR32E Kodiz«
Cavalier KIR1GQC
Goodyear Eagle .52
Cavalicr KIRI0OL
Private Brand Radisl
Fuzien HRi
Diamondback TR213
Goodyear Integrity
Private Brand Hadial
Goodyear Eagle RSA

SIZE BRAND

PRICEI
P235155R17 rumhe £HE ¥
PZ35(15R15 Gc.':d,mar‘.’."aanﬁ' Qi $E0
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P185/65R 14
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P225/60R1%
P225/60R16
P205/55R16
P205/55R 14

uto Choice'

MOUNDSVILLE BELLAIRE
304 845 9600  740-676-6341 Chevrolet

BUY 4 MASTERCRAFT TIRES
GET$ 50 REBATE

See Store For Details

EF std'x_
f.umhe Roa

Kumhg ST Faélal
Mastercraft HRT Owl
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Ohio All-Stars extend dominance with 47-7 victc

JEFF HARRISON
THE DAILY JEFFERSCNIAN

WHEELING. W.Va. — Four
minutes into Sunday night's
64th annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Chanty Football
Classic. 1t looked like the game
might be headed for a shoot-
out.

What materialized, however,
was a lotal runaway for Ohto
which extended its dominance
i the conference showcase
with a 47-7 trouncing of West
Virginia before a nice-sized
crowd at Wheeling Isiand
Stadium.

The win was the 14th in the
last 15 years for the Buckeye

State gridders and boosted the
all-time series edge to 41-22-
1. including 26-11-1 in games
under OVAC sponsorship.

Ohio coach Dave Caldwell
from Beallsville, who pushed
his personal record over the
S00 mark to 3-2 in all-star
game coaching appearances.
saw his team get on the score-
board first after forcing a three-
and-out on West Virginia's first
pOSSession.

The Buckeyes moved 66 yards
in six plays, featuring a half-
back pass from Martins Ferry's
Jeremy Murray to Beallsville's
Eric Lucas which covered 29
yards and capped on a 33-yard

. -y

R g

Wheeling Island Stadium.

Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Jeffersonian
Ohio’s Pat Gerst from Caldwell blocks West Virginia's Joe
Capito from Weirton Madonna during Sunday eveming’s
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic at

touchdown strike from QB
Jordan Barbina of Union Local
to Brody Call of St. Clairsville.

Cambridge’s Nick Liptak
added the point-after kick
the first of five successful PATs
for the Bobcat grad — to give
Ohio a 7-0 lead with 8:56 on
the first quarter clock.

West Virginia countered quick-
ly to tied the score, unleashing
Whecling Central running back
DeVaughn Gordon on its first
snap for 43 yards and then
going right back to Gordon
who reversed directions and
scampered 27 yards to paydirt.

The PAT by Jon Hood of
Brooke evened the score at 7-7
with 8:05 left in round one.

The rest of the game belenged
to Ohio.

After an exchange of punts,
Chio went &1 yards in 12 plays.
highlighted by a 16-yard pass
from Barbina to Lucas and
a 19-yard keeper and ensu-
ing late-hit penalty against
West Virginia. The six-pointer
came on a one-yard keeper by
Barbina on a busted play, with
Liptak’s point-after giving the
Buckeyes the lead for good at
14-7 with 14 seconds left in the
opening quarter.

Ohio went 53 yards in just six
snaps for its next tally, with a
34-yard Barbina-to-Call aeral
fueling the drive and an 11-yard
toss from Barbina to Lucas fin-
ishing things off. Again Llptak
converted, giving Ohio a 21-7
lead with 8:33 left in the first
half.

The Buckeyes got on the
board one more time before the
intermission.

After stalling at the West
Virginia 32-yard line. it
appeared the Buckeyes would
have Liptak attempt a 49-yard
field goal, but after a timeout,
Caldwell & Co. reconsidered
and went for it on a fourth-and-

Ryan Paviov/The Daily Jeffersonian

Nick Liptak of Cambridge (99) kicks one of his five successful extra-points during Sunday’s
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. Holding
for Liptak is Brody Call of St. Clairsville. Ohio rolled to a 47-7 victory.

10 and the decision proved to
be correct as Barbina connected
with Steubenville’s Brandon
Carroll for a 32-yard touch-
down strike.

A celebration penalty made
Liptak’s PAT try longer and it
was off the mark, leaving Ohio
on top 27-7 with 1:09 left in the
second quarter.

After the crowning of Allison

Clark of Wheeling Park as the .

Queen of Queens (Caldwell’s
Megan McConnell finished
as the second runner-up} and
another dazzling show by the
McDonald’s All-Star Band.
Ohio continue its onslaught

after Harrison Central’s Westley
Skinner got things rolling with
a 50-yard kickoff return to the
West Virginma 40-yard line.

Eight plays later. the Buckeyes
were 1 the end zone again,
this time on a one-yard run by
Monroe Central’'s Mike Habig.
Liptak’s kick bounded off the
eft upright, but Ohio’s lead
had ballooned to 33-7 with 8:32
remaining 1n round three,

A nine-play. 83-yard drive
pushed the lead to 40-7, with
Ferry’s Murray turning in a
32-yard run and Baurbina and
Habig combining for a 17-yard
pickup along the way.

Habig got his second TD on a
seven-yard run and Liptak added
the PAT for the 33-peint lead
with 11:24 left in the game.

Ohio added one more score
for good measure. with St.
Clairsville’s Zane Butler block-
ing a Westl Virginia punt and
scooping it up at the 20-yard
Jine and rambling in for the TD.
Liptak’s PAT closed the scoring
with 1:52 remaining.

The Buckeyes finished with
374 net yards, with 181 on
the ground and 193 through
the air. Barbina completed 9-
of-22 passes. with Lucas and
Murray each catching three
balls. Murray led the running
game with 14 carries for 87
yards while Habig added 13

* attempts for 51 stripes.

West Virginia totaled 283
yards, with 233 coming through
the air and just a net of 50 on
the ground. Wheeling Park’s
Ryan Sengewalt did most of the
QB work, hitting eight of his 22
atternpts with Park teammate:
Eric Mendenhall catching five
passes for 71 yards. Wheeling
Ceniral's Gordon finished with
eight rushes for 93 yards.

OHIO 47, WEST VIRGINIA 7
Ohie 14 13 6 13— 47

Wast Virginia 7 0 0 0= 7
Flret Quarter

OH--Brody Call 33 pass from Jordan Barbina (Nick
Lipaak Jick), 8:56.

WV—DeVaughn Gorden 27 cun (Jon Hood lack).

8:05.

OH--Barbina 1 run (Liptak kick}, 0:14.

Second Quarter

gg&-EJicLucas 11 pass (rom Barbina {Liptak kick),

OH—Brandon Caroll 32 pass from Barbina {kick
tled), 1:09.

Third Quarter

OH-—Mike Habig 1 run (Kick laled). 632
Fouth Quarter

Ayan Paviov/The Baily
Ohio’s Lance Morrison of Cambridge High fac
Virginia's Matt Scrumpf of Bishop Donahue duri
evening’s Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charit
Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium.
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Ryan Paviov/The Daily
Ohio's Brody Call from St. Clairsville runs into th
to score the first touchdown of the night as West Virg
Gordon from Wheeling Central arrives too late to s

yard scoring play. Ohio went on to an easy 47-7 vici

Ryan Paviov/The Daily .
Ohio's Jeremy Murray from Martins Ferry (1) push
despite the defensive efforts of West Virginia’s Dant
Weirton Madonna during Sunday’s Rudy Mumley
Star Charity Football Classic at Wheeting Island St




Mcn exweitded iy dOIdnee

the conference showcase
ith a 47-7 trouncing of West
irginia before a nice-sized
owd at Whecling [sland

adium.
The win was the 14th in the
st 15 years for the Buckeye

possession.

The Buckeyes moved 66 yards
in six plays, featuring a half-
back pass from Martins Ferry’s
Jeremy Murray to Beallsville's
Eric Lucas which covered 29
yards and capped on a 33-yard

Ryan Paviov/The Daily Jeffersonian

Yhio’s Pat Gerst from Caldwell blocks West Virginia's Joe
‘apito from Weirton Madonna during Sunday evening’s
tudy: Mumley OVAC AB-Star Charity Football. Classic at

Vheeling {sland Stadium.

DeVaughn Gordon on its first
snap for 43 yards and then
going right back to Gordon
who reversed directions and
scampered 27 yards to paydirt.

The PAT by Jon Hood of
Brooke evened the score at 7-7
with 8:05 left in round one.

The rest of the game belonged
to Ohio.

After an exchange of punts.
Ohio went 81 yards in 12 plays.
highlighted by a 16-yard pass
from Barbina to Lucas and
a 19-yard keeper and ensu-
ing late-hit penalty against
West Virginia. The six-pointer
came on a one-yard kecper by
Barbina on a busted play. with
Liptak’s point-after giving the
Buckeyes the lead for good at
14-7 with 14 seconds left in the
opening quarter.

Ohio went 53 yards in just six
snaps for its next tally, with a
34-yard Barbina-to-Call aerial
fueling the drive and an 11-yard
toss from Barbina to Lucas fin-
ishing things off. Again Liptak
converied. giving Ohio a 21-7
lead with 8:33 left in the first
half.

The Buckeyes got on the
board one more time before the
intermission.

After stalling at the West
Virginia 32-yard line, it
appeared the Buckeyes would
have Liptak attempt a 49-yard

.field goal, but after a timeout,

Queen of Queens {(Caldwell’s
Megan McConnell finished
as the second runner-up) and
another dazzling show by the
McDonald’s All-Star  Band,
Ohio continue its onslaught

reewnd TINEF] @ Huntington

after Harrson Central’s Westley
Skinner got things rolling with
a 50-yard kickoff return to the
West Virginia 40-yard hne.

Eight plays later. the Buckeyes
were in the end zone again,
this time on a one-yard run by
Mounroe Central’s Mike Habig.
Liptak’s kick bounded off the
left upright, but Ohio's lead
had ballooned to 33-7 with 8:32
remamning in round three.

A nine-play. 83-yard drive
pushed the lead to 40-7. with
Ferry’s Murray turning in a
32-yard run and Barbina and
Habig combining for a 17-yard
pickup along the way.

Habig got his second TD on a
seven-yard run and Liptak added
the PAT for the 33-point lead
with 11:24 left in the game.

OChio added one more score

Caldwell & Co. reconsidered.s. for, good measure, with St

and went for it on a fourth-and-

Ryan Paviow/The Daily Jeffersonian

lick Liptak of Cambridge (99) kicks one of his five successful extra-points during Sunday’s
.udy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. Holding
r Liptak is Brody Call of St. Clairsville. Ohio rolled to a 47-7 victory..

Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Jeffersonian
he 2009 Queen of Queens royalty from the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football
lassic, 1 to r, Stacey Schumaker of Monroe Central, Miss Congeniality; third runner-up
.ayla Morris of Parkersburg South; first runner-up Anna McCombs of John Marshall,
een of Queens Allison Clark of Wheeling Park; second runner-up Megan McConneil of
‘aldwell; and fourth runner-up Allie Hundley of Linsly.

Clairsville’s Zane Butier block-
ing a West Virginia punt and
scooping it up at the 20-yard
line and rambling in for the TD.
Liptak’s PAT closed the scoring
with 1:52 remaining.

The Buckeyes finished with
374 net yards, with 181 on
the ground and 193 through
the air. Barbina completed 9-
of-22 passes. with Lucas and
Murray each catching three
balls. Murray led the running
game with 14 camies for 87
yards while Habig added 13
attemnpts for 51 stripes.

West Virginia totaled 283
yards, with 233 coming through
the air and just a net of 50 on
the ground. Wheeling Park’s
Ryan Sengewalt did most of the
QB work, hitting eight of his 22

attempts with Park teammate:

Eric Mendenhall catching five
passes for 71 yards. Wheeling
Central's Gordon finished with

‘eight rushes for 93 yards,

OHID 47, WEST VIRGINIA 7

Ohle 14 13 6 13— 47
Wast Virginia 7 00 0— 1
Firat Quarter

OM—Brody Call X3 pass from Jordan Bartine (Nick
Liptak kick), 8:56.

WV=—DeVaughn Gordon 27 run (Jon Hood kick),

8105,

OH—Barbing 3 run (Liptak ick}, 0:14.

Second Quarter

B0[-!-~Eri.: Lucas 11 pass from Barbina {Lsplak kick),
:33.

OH=-Brandon Caroll 32 pass from Barbing {kck

L 1209,
Third Guarter
OH-—Mike Habig 1 run {kick failed). 8:32

Fourth Quarter

OH-—Habig 7 ron {Litak kick}, 11:24.
OH—Zane Butier 25 rétum of blocked punt {Liptak
Kick), 1:52.

Oon wv
First Downs 17 13
Rushes-yards 36-181 2850
Passing yards 193 23
Comp-Att-int 10232 13301
Fumbles-lost b 10
Penalties-yds . 870 975
Punts-avg. 2415 3340

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

RUSHING—Chio, Joremy Murray {Martns Ferry)
14.57. Mke Habig (Monroe Ceniral) 13-51. Jordan
Baba {Unicn Local) 7-36, Makt Shreve {Maring
Ferry} 1-4, Enc Lucas {Bealisvile {1:3). Wast Virginia,
DaVaughn Gordon (Wheeling Gentral} 8-93, Chanz
Janell (Parkersburg Seuth} 6-1, Neta Zills (Fyler) 1-9
Matt Schrumpl (Bishop Donahue) 44-14% Michagl
Newton {Brocke) 24+15). Ryan Serigawall {Wheeting
Park} §-{-24),

PASSING—Ohio, Barbina 9-22-2-164, Murray 1-1-
0-29. West Virginia, Sengowalt 8-22-1-128, Newton
3-6-0-28, Eric Mendanhall (Wheeling Park] 1-1-0-34,
FRyan Lewcki (John Marshall) 1-1-0-43.
RECEIVING=—Ohio. Lucas 3-56. Murray 3-21.
Beody Cad (SL Clairsville] 2-67, Bvanden Carroil
(Stoubenwille} 1-32, Habig 1-17.Wes! Virginia.
Merdenhal 5-71. Jason Uit (Magnobia) 2.36, Zills
2-44, Ricardo Famow (Wheeling Park) 1-43, Brandon
Sprouse (Magnolia) 1-28, Jarel 1-19, Dan Gordon
{Whaeling Centrall, 1-{-5\.
INTERCEFTIONS—Otwo, Jordan Clegy (River). Wast
Virginia, Famow, Jacob Porter (Oak Glen).

FUMBLE RECOVERIES—Chio, none. West Virginia,

nana,
KICKOFF  RETURNS—Chio, Westley Siinner
(Hamson Central} 2-53. Wast Virginia, Ut 216,
Fartow 3-68, DeVaughn Gordon 2-42, Jarrell 1-28.

PUNT RETUANS—Ohio, Lucas 1-10, Mumay 1-7,

Ryan Paviov/The Daily Jeflers
Ohio’s Lance Morrison of Cambridge High tackles
Virginia's Matt Scrumpf of Bishop Donahue during Sw
evening’s Rudy Mumley OVAC Ali-Star Charity Foo
Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium.

il o e T b e P o S v AL

Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Jeffers
Ohio's Brody Call from St. Clairsville runs into the end
to score the first touchdown of the night as West Virginia's
Gordon from Wheeling Central arrives too late to stop th
yard scoring play. Ohio went on to an easy 47-7 victory.

(e e

Wast Vigmia, Uit 1+(-3]

Ryan Paviov/The Daily Jeffers:
Ohio's Jeremy Murray from Martins Ferry (1) pushes for
despite the defensive efforts of West Virginia’s Dante Gres
Weirton Madonna during Sunday’s Rudy Mumiey OVAC
Star Charity Football Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium

P

Ohio's Eric Lucas from Beallsville and West Virgi.
Ricardo Farrow frem Wheeling Park battle for the foot
with Farrow coming up with an interception on the play
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FOR the
Rudy
coaches announced
OVAC All-
i Star Charity
- Beallsville’s Caldwell, Madonna’s Kramer selected y Football
By SETH STASKEY is slated for Sunday. July 26 at Wheeling Classic are
Times Leader Sports Editor Island Stadium. Beallsville's
: . Caldwell 1s by no means a stranger to Dave
Summertime may seem like a long ime  he game. He'll be guiding the Buckeyes Caldwell, left,
away. : for the fifth ume and owns a 3-1 record in \n{ho wilt
However. thoughts of summer Were (he game. He last coached the game in direct the
evident Monday evening at Undo’s West 2006 and the Buckeyes rolled. Ohio squad,
in St. Clairsville when the coaches for the “Being around so many talented kids. T
64th annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All- t5xing part in all of the events and the fact Madonna’s
Star Charity Football Classic were formal- that the proceeds from this game go to Bob Kramer,
ly introduced and received their packets of ¢uch a cood cause never gets old,” right, willlead
player nominations. . Caldwell said. “Sometimes doing it so W Va. Game
On the OVAC's rotating system of often can become redundant a little bit. but Director Bob
Selecting the coaches. it’s Class I-A's rn  kpowing all of the good things that come Koch is also
and Madonnpa’s Bob Kramer and .y of it helps you get over that.” ® oictured.

Beallsville's Dave Caldwell will guide
their respective states in the game. which

The Blue Devils finished 9-1 last sea-

T-L Photo/SETH
STASKEY

See, OVAC, Page B2

Continued from Page B1
son and advanced to the Ohio Division V1 playofts before
being bounced by Shadyside in the opening round.

Caldwell admits that for the first time since he's been
doing it he had to think long and hard before accepting the
job.

1 had some doubt.” Caldwell said. "I talked it over
with my staff and some other people and it seemed that a
lot of peopie wanted me to do it again, so | just decided to
take 1t.”

Seeing that he’s been around the game so often. he
understands the immedite pressure that's placed on the
Ohio couaching staff. The Buckeye State is revered all over
the nation as a high school football hotbed and there are
several more schools to pick from.

“Ohio’s won 13 of the last 14 or something like that.
50 the odds are definitely in the favor of West Virginia.”
Caldwell confessed. “There are a lot of good players in
Ohio and there are a lot of good players in West Virginia.
which is something we’ve got to consider.”

While Caldweli is a seasoned veteran at picking the
team and knowing the procedure. Kramer is in the positior
as head coach for the first time. He guided his Blue Dons
to the Class 1-A OVAC title and they advanced to the
West Virginia Class A State Championship Game before
fatling to Williamstown.

“I's a lot of work. but it's going to be a lot of fun,
Kramer said. “You get to meet kids from schools that you
played or saw during the season. My coaches and 1 are
looking forward to it.”

While in the role of head coach for the first lime,
Kramer was on the Mountaineer staff in 2004, serving as
an assistant to then Qak Glen head coach Tom Taylor,
who now serves on the Blue Dons’ staft.

*T was anxious o do this.” Kramer said. *1 wanted to
see what it was all about being the head couch. and my
assistants were really anxious.”

For the Blue Dons” braintrust the toughest part will be
deciding which players to bring to camp for the game.

“It’s tough because you don’t get to see all of the play-
ers.” Kramer said. “We'll be contacting a lot of coaches
for information about the players and | don’t know what
positions we’ll be overloaded at, so that’s the toughest part
to find ways to form the most even squad so you don't
have too much at one spot.”

Other than the coaches, very little is changed with the
all-star game. Valley High School band director Ben
McPherson and his wife Amanda are co-directing the
McDonald’s OVAC All-Star Band.

Cameron Athletic Director Bob Koch is once again
serving as the game director.

Staskey can be reached ar
sstuskey@iimesteaderontine.com




Sunday, June 28, 2009

SPORTS

~

SUNDAY NEWS-REGISTER — Wheeling, W.Va. — B3

OVAC All-Star Football Game Rosters Announced

WEST VIRGINIA

OHIO

Jason Bahen, East Liverpool
Taylor Banks, Harrison Central
Jordan Barbina, Union Lacal
Nick Bickar, Edison

Kyie Blackman, Union Local
Schuyler Bondy, Monroe Central
Tyler Brocks, River

Zane Butler, St. Clairsvifle
Brody Call, St. Clairsville

Jeryl Christian, Steubenville
Jordan Clegg, River -

Ryan Dugan. Steubenvilie

D.J. Duke, River

Pat Gerst, Caldwell

Mikey Habig, Monroe Central
Anthony Hocker, Bellaire

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register
When the 6-Hh annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Swar Charity Football Classic takes
the {icld on Sunday. IUI\ 26 at Wheeling
Island Stadium, Beéallsvitle head coach Dave

Caldwell will be 1 charge of the Buckeyes for

the tifth time.

However. this vear's selection process hus
been one uf th mosl difﬁcuh ln, said
is any "malLr than in his four pru'iﬁ'uq npp t-
ances.

“Its o tough process.” Caldwell said of
assembling the 23 best footbal! playvers in the
Buckeve State. “We've had some Kids drop
out due 1o varous reasons in the past. but
never have we had to replace as many players
as we have had to this year.”

Despite the roster turnover, Caldwell and
his trusted Blue Devil staft fecls ic's assem-
bled a guality group of players who well report
to camp, al West Liberty University on Sun-
dav. July 19.

1 dnu t hnow a lot about the Kids. but we
{eel we're going to be a lalented weam which is
eoing to he able 10 do the job.” Caldwell said.

“We tried to represent as many schools as pos-
sible and in the meantime tried o balance out
the roster as best we could.”™

The Ohio side of the river - like West Vir-
ginia — had several teams make deep runs
into the postscason and when you do that good
plavers usually play a role and Caldwell didn’t
hesitate to represent those squads.

“You'd be foolish if vou didn’t take as
many kids from the good programs ias vou
can.” Caldwell said. ~We think we did @ good
job of selecting Kids who came from feams
which had ﬂ(md records.”

All told. the Ohio squad features players
fraom 20 different schools.

Leading the wuy with three selections each
are: Steubenville. Martins Ferry. Union Local
and River.

Steubenville. which plaved tor the Division
IV state championship fast December in Can-
ton. leatures three recent alumni in the annuad
summer classic, Brandon Cuiroll. Jeryl Christ-
tan and Rvan Dugan will all wear the Block §
on their helmet once more.

Martins Ferry. which rautied off a 9-1 regu
far season. won the OVAC Class AAA title
and advanced to the Region 15 title game
betore falling. has a notable trio aking part in
the game. Alfl-Ohioan Jeremy Murmay “eads

Taylor Leppia, Cambridge
Nick Liptak, Cambridge

Eric Lucas, Bealisville

Johnny Merryman, Shadyside
Jeremy Murray, Martins Ferry
Bo Olexo, Union Local

Russell Paugh, Beaver Local
Brant Powell, Barnesville
George Ruckman, Beallsville
Nathan Schaal, Buckeye Local
Anthony Scott, Zanesville

Matt Shreve, Martins Ferry
Wes Skinner, Harrison Central
Brent Snider, Indian Creek
Sean West, Bridgeport

Steven Woodford, Martins Ferry

the way. He's joined by linebacking aces
Steve Woodford and Matt Shreve.,

Union Local. which lost just twice — both
to Martins Ferry — featured one of the most
electric offenses around this past season.
Quarterback Jordan Barbina. who was a first-
icam atl-Ohioan, was a Key cog in that success
and will be onc of the players for the Buck-
eves. He'll be joined by receiver Kyle Black-
nun and versatile line player Bo Olexo.

River,put together & perfect regular season.
“wifining the OVAC Class"AA titic and finish
ing as Region 23 runnerup last fall. The Pilots
were a senior dominated group and got three
bids to the all-star game. Two-time first-team
all-Ohio and two-time state shot put champion
D.J. Duke will be one of the forces on the
interior tor the Buckeves.

He Il be joined in camp for the Buckeyes by
Jordan Clegg and Tyler Brooks.

Catdwell took two of his own players with
him off a Blue Devils™ squad that advanced to
the Region 23 playoffs and finished second in
the OVAC. Muskingum College recruits Eric
Lucas and George Ruckman will play for their
head coach once more before heading to col-
lege.

St. Clairsvilie guahfied for the Division IV
playoffs last season and the Red Devils will
have two representatives in the game in Zang
Butler and highly touted running back Brody
. Call,

Cambridge got a puair of players into the
pame. Rick Goodrich’s Bobeats finished 4-6
in the regular season. Taylor Leppla and Nick
Liptak will participate.

Monroe Central. which was one ol the
hotiest teams around ai the end of the season
and came up just shy ot qualifying for the
Division V playofts. has two of its plavers tak-
ing parl, Mikey Habig and Schuyler Bondy
were the chosen Seminoles,

Harrison Central s backfield tandem of Wes
Skinner and Taylor Banks will take part in the
“game and could provide versatility. Both were
also defensive standouts for Coach Justin
Kropka's squad.

The remainder of the Ohio squad consists
of: Jason Behan (East Liverpooly: Nick Bickar
{Edison): Pat Gerest (Caldwell): Anthony
Hocker (Bellaive): Johany Merryman (Shady-
side): Russell Paugh (Beaver Locali: Brant
Powell ( Barnesville): Nathan Schaal (Buckeye
Local)y: Anthony Scott {Zanesvilie): Brem
Saider (Indian Creek) and Scan West (Bridge-
port).

Joesy Capiio. Madonna

Artie Chappell, Weir

Wes Cosper, Paden City

Vic DeCaria, Madonna

Ricardo Farrow, Wheeling Park
Zach Foose, Wheeling Centra
James Gifford, Pkb. South

Dan Gordon, Wheeling Central
DeVaughn Gordon, Wheeling Central
Dante Greco, Madonna

Tyler Hanna, Magnolia

Mike Henderson, Brooke
Jordan Holliday, Pkb. South
Jon Hood, Brooke

Nick Hurley, Wheeling CC
Chanz Jarrell, Pkb. South

Ryan Lewicki, John Marshall

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register

The hard part is over.

Compared to picking the roster.
taking on Ohio in the 64th annual
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Char-
ity Football Classic a1 Wheeling
Istand Stadium on Sunday. July will
seem fike a walk in the park.

Weirton Madonna head coach Bob
K.ramer, who guided his Blue Dons
10 the West Virginia Class A State
Championship Game [ast Decenber,
spent countless hours with his
coaching staff, on the phone and
wdtchm" films trying to formulate a
33-man roster that will give the
Mountaineers their best chance to
knocking off the Ohia squad.

(PILI\H]“) the roster is probably
the hardest thing 1"ve ever had 10'do
in my entire lite.” Kramer said.
“There are so many deserving Kids.
but you cun’'t take everyone,”

Certain game rules dictate repre-
sentation and coaches are encour-
aged 10 represent as many member
schools as possible.

Kramer has done that very well
seeing Lhat every West Virginia
school in the league has at feast one
phnen in the upcoming classic.

“The coaching part of this game is
going to hreeze. and that's no disre-
spect to Ohio. but _picking the icam
was reatly tough.” Kramer contin-
ued. 1 feel bad that [ had to disap-
point some of the Kids. but it was a
sreat honor for them just to be nori-
nated by their coaches. You've got
1o fill positions.”

Kramer recognized four of his
own plavers who led the Blue Dons
10 the OVAC title and the Super Six
berth.

I could have taken five of my
own. but went with four.” Kramer
admitted. At a small school. you've
20t 1o be able o play several posi-
tions. so the kids we took from
(Madonna) are versaiile plavers.”

Representing the Blue Dons will
be: Joey Capito. Vic DeCaria. Dante
Greeo and Anthony Pietranton.

No fewer than eight players will
get to play on their home field for a

Morgan Long, Valley

Eric Mendenhall, Wheeling Park
Doug Murray, Oak Glen

Mike Newton, Brooke

Nick Chrman. Linsly

Anthony Pietranton, Madonna
Jon Przelenski, Bishop Donahue
Derrick Rovira, Weir

Matt Schrumpt, Bishop Donahue
Michael Scott, Cameron

Ryan Sengewalt, Whg. Park
Brandon Sprouse, Magnolia
Derek Stahl, Wheeling Park
Jason Utt, Magnolia

Adam Vaughn, Oak Glen

Nate Zills, Tyler Consolidated

final time before officially hanging
up the high school football cleats.

Wheeling Park and Wheeling Cen-
tral each have four representatives in
the game. The Patriots were in the
W_Va. Class AAA playoffs and the
Maroon Knights advanced to the
state semifinals before being
bounced by eventual state champion
Williamstown.

The Patriots™ foursome is: Ricardo
Farrow, Eric Mendenhall. Rvan Sen-
gewalt and Derek Stahl. The Maroon
Knights™ group is: Zach Foose. all-
stater Dun Gordon. all-stater
DeVaughn Gordon and Nick Hurley,

'Vlmvnolm which played for the
Class AA state championship as well
last December, has a o of players
on the Mountaineers’ roster.

The Blue Eagles™ representatives
include: Tyler Hanna. Brandon
Sprouse and Jason Utl.

Brooke. which finished with a 3-7
record last season. garnered three
roster bids for the OVAC Game.
Mike Henderson, Jon Hood and
Mike Newton were the chosen ones
for the Bruins.

Weir. which qualified for the
Class AA playofts, got a pair of ros-
ter spots. Artic Chappell and Derrick
Rovira were chosen.

Parkersburg South. which wasn’t
admited to the OVAC until after the
football season was completed. is
full-go and has three of its players in
the game.

Jumes Gittord. Jordan Holliday
and Chanz Jarrelb will all represent
the Wood County school on Wheel-
ing Isfand.

Bishop Donahue grabbed a pair of
spots. Kramer chosc Jon Przelenski
angd Matt Schrumpf to represent the
Bishops. Ouk Glen was the only
other school with multiple members.
Doug Murray and Adam Vaughn
will represent the Golden Bears.

Completing the West Virginiz ros-
ter are: Rvan Lewicki (John Mar-
shally; Wes Cosper (Paden Citv):
Morgan Long (Vallevi: Nick
Obrman (Linsly): Michael Scott
(Cameron) and Nate Zills (Tyler
Consolidated).
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By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Each year during the
week leading up to the
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Charity Football
Classic the teams try to
come up with a way to
show a measure of unity.

This year. Shadyside’s
Johnny Merryman - who
reported for camp with a
fresh mohawk - enticed
the rest of his teammates to
do the same.

Not all of them took the
bait however.

To do such a thing. how-
ever. someone had to have
a set of clippers.

River's D.J. Duke -
the owner of two state shot
put championships — came
to camp sporting a well
groomed beard and it was
realized that he had a set of
clippers.

“1 brought the clippers
because I hate trimming
this (beard).with a regular
razor, so [ brought my clip-
pers from home.” Duke
said. I like the new look.
It's just something different
to try. I know it will grow
back.”

Let the work begin.

Martins Ferry's Steven
Woodford took the plunge
and is sporting a new hair-
cut for tonight’s game.

“lI kind of like it.”
Woodford admitted. It was
a sign of unity. but not
everyone took part. But it
was fun though.™

Ohio quarterback Jordan
Barbina was one of the
guys who opted to go with
the mohawk. but realized it
didn't look right on bim
and shaved all the way
down to a buzz cut.

Even a member of the
Ohio coaching staff is
sporting a mohawk for
tonight’s game.

IT’S OFFICIAL: The
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Charity Football
Classic isn’t just an honor
for the players. coaches.
cheerleaders and Queen of
Queens contestants.

The officials selected to
work tonight’s game also
view the game as a reward.

Sam “Chicken™ Jones
— a football official of 22
years — draws his first
assignment as referee in the
annual summer extrvagan-
za.

“1 am fired up about
this.” Jones said. =1 am
almost as fired up as | was
about working the Super
Six. but this has all local
teams and local players. |
grew up walching this
game. and it's just like a
big socal event to kick off
the season.”

Unlike regular season
games. this tsn’t a crew
which works together all
the time.

The officials are selected
and assigned by a formula
used by footbali commis

. Mumiey Qlassi.(': Notebook .
Ohio players donning new hairdos

G

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

PICTURED IS the Ohio cheering squad for this evening’s 64th annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC Ali-Star Charity Footbalt Classic siated to kick off at 7:15 p.m. at
Wheeling Island Stadium. Kneeling, from left, are Jessica Donley (Harrison
Central), Kalyn O’Donnell {Shadyside), Kristen Fraley (Union Local), Mallory
Waldman (Steubenville Central) and Cheryl Vicker (St. Clairsville). Back row,
from left, are Brianna Haggerty (Buckeye Local), Landyn Lucas (River}, Shaila
Kovacs (Bellaire), Cassi Baugh (St. Clairsville), Kelsey Krempasky (River) and
advisor Angi McDonald {River).

sioner Don Zinni.

Jones will be joined in
the stripes by Joe Michaels
(umpire). Lance Rice
(linesman). T.J. Brancazio
{line judge). Matt Young
{(side judge). Warren Elliott
(field judge) and Mark
Sperlazza (back judge).

“We plan on working
this game like a regular sca-
son game. but we under-
stand the fans aren’t there
to see us throw flags.”
Jones continued, “We'll let
the kids play. but with the
safety issue. we’ll keep the
game under control.”

The honorary official for
the game is Jim Sperlazza
of Wellsburg.

WELCOME
ABOARD: Parkersburg
South joined the OVAC at
the end of the football sea-
son last year and has been a
member ever since. It took
part in the spring sports
championships.

Three football players
and a Queen of Queens
candidate are taking part in
tonight's game. The players
are Chanz Jarrell. James
Gifford and Jordan
Holliday. The Queens
entrant is Kayla Morris
who performaned a baton
routine. which was impres
sive 10 say the least.

Jarrell had never been to
the Mumley Classic let
alone have any connection
o .

“[ didn’t realize just how
big this game was.” Jarrell
said earlier in the week.
“This has been a great time.
and I feel honored to have
gotten picked.”

The week leading up to
tonight’s game has definite-
Iy left a lasting impression
on him.

“T will definitely go
back and tell the guys how
fun this was and to honestly
set their goal to get picked
to play in this.” Jarrell said.
I knew football was big up
here. but I didn’t realize

this game was important to
everyone as it is.”
RELATIVELY
SPEAKING: No fewer
than 10 players in tonight’s
game, including seven on
the West Virginia side have
had either their dad or

brother take part in
tonight’s game as well.
Dan Gordon - the all-

stater from Wheeling
Central - has followed his
father (Gordon) and brother
{(Jonathan) to the island.
John Marshall’s Ryan
Lewicki has heard tale of
his grandfather. Raymond.
who took part in the very
first OVAC All-Star Game
in 1948.

Others involved in the
tamily tree include: Monroe
Central’s Schuyler Bondy.
Martins Ferry's Jeremy
Murray. St. Clairsville’s
Brody Call. Tyler's Nate
Zills, Wheeling Park’s
Derek Stahl. Linsly’s Nick
Ohrman. Oak Glen’s Doug
Murray and Brooke's Mike
Henderson.

ON CALL: Speaking of
the aforementioned Brody
Call. tonight’s game caps a
hectic couple weeks of
sports for the future Kent
State Golden Flash.

Call was a key member
of the St. Clairsville’s Post
159 American Legion
baseball team.

That unit appeared to be
on the cusp of advancing to
the state tournament. but
two losses in the district
final last Saturday derailed
that hope.

The very next day. Call
reported to West Liberty
University for Mumley
OVAC All-Star Camp.
meaning not even 24 hours
had passed and Call had
traded in his baseball bat
for a football helmet.

It was a hectic few days
trying to get everything
ready to come up here and
still playing basebail.” Cail
admitted. "1 wish | was
going to be playing some

more baseball (this week in
the Ohio State tournament).
but it didn’t work out that
way. 50 [ am just going to
enjoy this experience as
much as I can.”

Another connection for
Call is his dad played in
this game in 1993 and who
was the coach? None other
than Beallsville's Dave
Caldwell.

WELCOME BACK:
The Mumley Classic will
welcome back its class of
1999 this evening to cele-
brate its 10-year reunion.

Confirmed to return for
Ohio this evening are:
Craig Bruney (Martins
Ferry). Derrick Leach
(Shenandoah). Ryan
“Scoops” Myers {(Union
Localy. Eric Battistel
(Steubenville Central).
Jayson Johnson
(Shadyside). George Shreve
{Martins Ferry). Seth
Francis (East Liverpool).
Ohio head coach Dave
Bruney (Martins Ferry) and
Queen Kelli Detling-Wehr

{Barnesville).
The West Virginia
returnees include: Jay

Johnson (Wheeling Park).
Derek Palmer (Magnolia).

Chad Bailey (Tyler
Consolidated). Greg

Kobulnicky (Weir). Quincy
Wilson (Weir). Klete
Kutrovac (Linsly). Loren
Heldreth (Wheeling Park).
Andre Barnabei (Weir).
head couach John Stender
{Tyler). assistant coaches
Rick Leach (Tyler) and
Rob Caldwell (Tyler).

CHARITY CLASSIC:
The term charity isn’t just
stuck into the titte of
tonight’s game for show.
Over the course of the 37
years of the game. iU’s
donated more than 800K to
charity organizations and
scholarships throughout the
Ohio Valley.

COME ON IN: Gates
for tonight’s game open at
5:30 p.m. Tickets at the
gate will cost $10.
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Youth grid camp

planned

prior to

all-star game

Part of the reason Subway and the Ohio Valley
Athietic Conference seem to be an ideal fit is their mes-
sage. Each wants to promote a healthy lifestyle for area
vouth. so 1t was only natural the two agreed recently to
extend their partnership for another two years,

Prior to this Sunday’s 64th annval Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic the “Subway
Sports Clinic Series™ will be playing host 10 its sixth annu-
al football clinic in conjunction with the game itself.

That group included
both boys and girls. which
15 atypical of such an
gvent. Companion says the
ratio of boys to girls is till
about 5-to-1 at the chnic,
which is open to anyone
between the ages of 6-13,
Perhaps it's the fact newly
appointed Wheeling Park

"YOUTH GRID CLINIC T|

Who: Boys and Girls
ages 6-13

When: Today, 1-2:30
Where: Wheeling Island
Stadium ;
Cost: Free.

football coach Chris Daugherty and his staft will be on
hand to offer instruction. Bethany coach and athletics
director Tim Weaver is bringing his coaching contingent
10 Wheeting Island Stadium the same day.

1t's a camp for both boys and girls. and offers instruc-
tion from two quality football coaching staffs. Just when
it scems like it can’t get any better. it does. The clinic is

free.

Registration will take place at the stadium at 12:45
Sunday. and the clinic will run from 1-2:30 p.m. It will
be split into stations. some offering individual instruction.
and others taking place in a group setting.

McDonald’s OVAC All-Star Band ;

2009 McDonatd's OVAC All-Star Band
BARNESVILLE = Melare Callihan, Alex
Davidsen, Derek Deal, Paige Duffy, Josh Duffy.
Aboy Faldowsk. Lisa Meadows, Julia Ramsey
Laura Winland Lucas Woofter
BEALLSVILLE — Matthew Buffinglon. Andiew
Emnck.

BELLAIRE —~ B.J. Anderson_ Stacie Brown
Joe Camenter, Breann Jeflers, Kyleg Lashhom,
Alyssz Rushman, Emily Shafler, Nicole Taylor
Kyle Tennand, Rheeana Wacde.

BISHOP DONAHUE — Francesca Davis.
BRIDGEPORT — Melssa Bowers, Shayna
Fisgner, Marissa Lagon, Michole Lewis. Jenna
Straiss. Gabby Teastale, Skyler VanGosen.
BROOKE — Samantha Akre. Emy Boyd.
Shannan Gashdollar. Alan Cline, Tyler Cooper
Zachary Cooper, Alexis Haught. Roberl Hicks.
Deanna Meyers, Damel Nixon Alexis Russell,
Kristen Stewan, Chelsey Swiger. Kayla Waie
Kailin Wisen

BUCKEYE LOCAL - Michae! Anderson
Andrea Anderson. Lansor Beal. Emey Bodak
Elizabeth Bowman, Mark Carson Mackenzie
Casto. Brittany Feher, Shayna Fillipavich
Jessica Frazier, Countney Jarman, Nick Jobke,

-Steven King. Josh Langsdori. Tilany Lengyel,

Jessica Lewlon, Amanda Lovell. Chelsey-
Nichole McCain, Joseph McGuire. Jessica
Smarrelia. Somme: Svaboda, Jash Tester.
Jacea Tesler

BUCKEYE TRAIL - Josh Baodner. Alissa
Bodner Victona Croft, M. Lndsay Deering.
Casey Hardesty, Oliva Paviic, Trista Thurston.
CAMERON - Allyson Hikl. Carolyn Kinnear.
Dav.d Matlhews, Trevor Riggle, Amanca
Spenaugle, Elizabetn Spunger.  ©

EDISON -~ Michaela Kustrin

HARRISON CENTRAL — Misty Bradiey,
Kathryn Caléwer, Halie Erbacher. Jacoh
Farrester, Leanna May, Sarah McKioben,
Stephen McKinney, Skyler Michzs.

INDIAN CREEK — Damel Aleksiejczyk, Jayne
Chappell, Garrett Conn, Trudy Dunievy, Julie
Emery, Brianna Ferguson Jessica Glasure.
Jackie Kennedy, Amber Lash, Sarah Anne
Millick. Anthony Panesiance, Hannah Ross.
JOHN MARSHALL — Shelby Frankhauser,
Kayla Grose, Andrew Mufl, Samaniha Simmons,
Joey ‘West. Rebecca Zigler.

LINSLY — Brenna Burkhan.

MAGNOLIA — Maddie Brdgeman,

”qrm ART®
b R.V. Center b_

- —

MARTINS FERRY — Alonna Ackerman,
\ayne Davis, Rebecca Deatan, Jessica Ewing,
Jack Fisher, Mercedese Hayes, Cody Kramer,
Leigh Anne Lewton. Wesiey Ostroff, Hillary
Thorman, En¢ Tidmare

MONROE CENTRAL — Chnstopher Davis
Taylor Wilson, Lucas Wilson.

RIVER — Kylie Brown, Laken Lancasier,
Zathary Schnegg.

SHADYSIDE — Sarah Benedelia. Rowan
Clouston, Zach Goates. Brandon Coates.
Chnsta Frazier, Laken Gibson, Skyler Gibson,
Rebecca Haney, Jay Kovalo. Taylor Minger
Rebecca Tomlinson.

ST. CLAIRSVILLE Robert Brumfield
Rebecca Clark. Em'y Coleman, Travis
Habursky, Kyiz Henizelman, Kyie Hotfman, Kim
Harne, Sean Janezic, Clayion Kleevic. Ethan
Kleevic, Kelsey Perkins, Emily Porter, Katterine
Purman, Zach Ratka. Nichole Riggle. Chris
Sommers, Enca Strope. Ashley Trainor. Zarek
Wiley.

ST. JOHN — Jaimie Clark.

STEUBENVILLE CENTRAL ~ Hegina
Anderson, Cesra Atkins, Sarah Christian, Berek
Gostiow. Marcus Grannamore, Samuel ivkovich,
Michae' Larue Bethany Ledyard, Austn
Mathol. Aann Mattio’, Rebecca MoGral, Emily

Merriman, {Genetio Paprocki. Angeia
Sengenberger

STEUBENYILLE ~ Brian Falls Zachary
_amantia

TORONTO - Siephanie Calabrese, Justin
Poole.

TYLER CONSOLIDATED - Jessica Campbell,
Kara Haught. Bran Litlen, Emily McNees.
UNION LOCAL - .crdan Anderson, Jacab
Anderson_ Danielie Barnes. Jefl Brown
Savanna Crusse. Cameren Dacar. Lauren
Dacar, Titany Datkulah, Kestin Fraley, Ananse
Grow. Rya Horstman, Martin Jellison, Andy
Mahler, Lauren Murdy, Kane Schneider, Tess
Sheppard. Emiy Simpson, Shannon Williams.
VALLEY — Vicioria Arnolds. Jared Amnolds,
Eric Byard, Skyer Deuter, Rachel Ice. Ava
Morris, Brady Noler, Breanna Nolen, Lyndsay
Sell. Bryan Sell, Cassie Uellschy, Tristen Willey,
Kristen Wolle.

WEIR — Cody Baker. Tom Gruda. Ashley
Herchugk, Sreil Longstreth, Mary Ward, John
Ward, Matthew Wilson.

WHEELING PARK — Fawn Quick,

i
o Watonal RA. East
170 Exit 218 21 the Ohio Valley Mall,
W gt Clairsville, Ohio
T40-605-0918 or 1-800-627-7848
www.lewartsn.com
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Kramer, Caldw__ell to Lead All-Stars

Mentors have
coached in game

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer

ST, CLAIRSVILLE -
Summer may seem like a
long time away.

However. thoughts of
the season were evident
Monday evening at Undo’s
West when the coaches for
the 64th annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star
Chartty Football Classic
were formally introduced
and received their packets
of player nominations.

On the OVAC’s rotating
system of selecting the
coaches. it’s Class A’s turn
and Weirton Madonna’s
Bob Kramer and
Beallsville's Dave Cald-
well will guide their
respective states in the
game. which is slated for
Sunday. July 26 at Wheel-
ing tsland Stadium,

Caldwell is no stranger
to the game. He'll be guid-
ing the Buckeyes for the
fifth time and owns a 3-1
record in the game. He last
coached the game in 2006
and the Buckeyes rolled.

“"Being around so many
talented Kids. taking part in
all of the cvents and the
fact that the proceeds from
this game go 1o such a
good cause never gets
old.”” Caldwell said.
**Sometimes doing it so

Photo by Seth Staske

Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic Director Bob Koch, cen-
ter, i1s flanked by Ohio coach Dave Caldwell, left, and West Virginia coach Bob
Kramer. The game will take place Sunday, July 26.

dant a little bit. but know
ing all of the good things
that come out of it helps
you get over that.™”

The Blue Devils fimished
9-1 last  season and
advanced to the Ohio Divi-
sion VI playoffs before
being bounced by Shady-
side in the opening round.

Caidweli admits that for
the first time since he’s
been doing it he had to
think long and hard before
accepting the job.

I had some doubt.” he
said.

| talked it over with my

andt 11 seemed that a fot of
people wanted mie 10 do 1t
again, so [ just decided to
take 1t

Being that he’s been
around the game so often.
he understands the immedi-
ate pressure that's placed
on the Ohio coaching staff.

The Buckeye State is
revered all over the nation
as & high school football
hotbed and there are sever-
al more schools p pick
from.

“Ohio’s won 13 of the
last 14 or something like
that. so the odds are defi-

Virginia.”” Caldwell con-
fessed. “There are a lot of
e¢ood players in Ohio and
there are a lot of good play-
ers in West Virginia, which
is something we've got to
consider.™

While Caldwell is a sea-
soned veteran at picking
the team and knowing the
procedure. Kramer is in the
position as head coach for
the first time.

He guided his Blue Dons
1o the Class A OVAC title
and they advanced to the
West Virginia Class A
State Championship Game

Williamstown,

~It"s a lot of work. but
it’s going to be a lot of
fun.”” Kramer said. “*You
get o meet kids from
schools that you played or
saw during the season. My
coaches and I are looking
forward 1o 1t.”"

While in the role of head
coach for the first time.
Kramer was on the Moun-
taineers staff in 2004, serv-
ing as an assistant to then-
Oak Glen head coach Tom
Taylor. who now serves on
the Blue Dons’ staff.

'] was anxious to do
this.”” Kramer said, *"1
wanted to see what it was
all about being the head
coach. and my assistants
were really anxious.™

For the Biue Dons’
braintrust. the toughest part
will be deciding which
players to bring to camp for
the game.

“1's tough because you
don’t get to see all of the
players.”” Kramer said.
“We'll be contacting a lot
of coaches for information
about the players and |
don’t know whal positions
we'll be overloaded at. so
that’s the toughest part to
find ways to form the most
even squad so you don’t
have too much at one
spot.””

Valiey High Schoo! band
director Ben McPherson
and his wife. Amanda. are
co-directing the McDon-

often can become redun-

staff and some other peopie

By SETH STASKEY
Times l.eader Sports Editor

Weirlon Madonna has becn built
into a West Virginia Class 1-A and
OVAC contender over the last several
years thanks to the work donc by
head coach Bob Kramer.

However, he’s quick to give kudos
to his coaching staff, which has stood
with the Madonna program through
the ups and downs.

Now,. the entire Blue Dons staff
will receive some deserved recogni-
tion when it gets the opportunity to
guide the West Virginia squad in the
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic slated for the
26th of this month at Wheeling Island
Stadium.

“All of the coaches have been with
me for a long time,” Kramer said.
“We’'ve got some new faccs around.
but most I've known or coached with
before. All of the coaches are pretty
excited aboul this opporluity.

“I warned them it's aclot of time
and a lot of hard work. but it’s worth
it when you see the results of the time
and work,” Kramer continued.

Kramer will be joined on the
Mountaineers’ stafl by Don Ogden,
John Durdincs, Jon Kendrick. John
Lesho., Tom Taylor. and Robert
Kramer Ir.

Here is a capsule look at the
coaches:

BOB KRAMER - This veteran
football mentor has been strolling
area sidelines at a variety of levels for
35 years. He's been at Madonna for
t4 of those and spent the Jast 11 as
the head coach.

All toid, he’s compiled a strong
88-32 mark and won this past year’s
OVAC Class 1-A title and guided the
Blue Dons to their second Super Six
Appearance in three seasons.

In 2004, Kramer was named the
all-Valtey Coach of the Year and has
been named Mason-Dixon Coach of
the Yecar on three occassions (2004,
07 and 08). He was the Big 22 Class
1-A Coach of the Year and he
received the Carl Hamill Award at
this year's Dapper Dan Banquet.

Along with his current Madonna
gig, Kramer has coached at Toronto
and Stenbenville Central and along
with football has coached baseball,

nitely in the favor of West

hefore falling to
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W.Va. coaching staff announced

TED S[

basketball and track. :

Bob and his wife Kathy of 22
years reside in Steubenville. They are
the parcnts of two children Robert
(48) and Linday (46).

DON OCGDEN - This long-time
coach has seen his carcer take him 1o
a variety of sjops over the course of
25 years in the business.

Ogden is a 1978 Buckeye North
graduate. He earned his bachelor’s
degree from the University of Akron
and a master’s gree from Nova
University and Franciscan University
in 1986 and 1998, respectively.

His coaching career has taken him
to Paliokee High School in Florida,
Buckeye North, Toronto, Madonna
and he spend the 2007 season at
Wellsville.

Don and his wife Marianna have a
I 4-year old daughter Jenna. The fam-
ily resides in Steubenville.

JOHN DURDINES - This
Wheeling Park High School graduate
is the head coach at Bishop Donahue
High School and was asked to join
the Mountaineers' staff due to his
long-standing relationship with
Kramer.

Durdines graduated from Park in
1985 and earned his degree al West
Liberty State College. He's becn a
football coach for ninc year and eight
of those have been spent as the head
coach of the Bishops.

Along with football, Durdines has
ulso coached baseball and wrestling.

John and his wife Michelle have
been married for 20 years. The cou-
ple has two daughters, Ana (18) and
Ashley (14). The family resides in
Wheeling.

JON KENDRICK - This couach
is one of the newest members (o the

Blue Dons” staff,

He's been a coach at Madonna for
the last five seasons after playing for
the Blue Dons up until his graduation
in 2001, He earned his degree in
2005 from Robert Morris University
and just completed his masters work
through the University of Phoenix.

Kendrick also coaches basketball
and is the head track coach at
Madonna.

JOHN LESHO - This Blue
Dons assistant has been around the
game of football as a coach for 14
years and nine of those have been
spent under Kramer.

Lesho is a Madonna High School
graduate and carned his degree from
West Liberty State College. Along
with football, Lesho is on the boys
basketball staff at Madonna.

John and his wife Marianna have
three children, John, Jamie and Lisa
and four granddaughters, Katelyn,
Kristine. Julia and Ella.

TOM TAYLOR - This former
Ouak Glen head coach has OVAC
game experience seeing he guided the
Mountaineers in 2003,

After leaving Oak Glen, Taylor
joined Kramer on the Blue Dons’
staff. All told. he’s spent 20 years as
a football coach and the last three
with the Blue Dons.

Along with foothall. Taylor was
the head boys track coach at Weir
for 10 yeurs from 1989-99 and he
also coached wrestling for the Red
Riders.

The 1981 Weir High graduate
went on to earnt his bachelor’s degree
from West Liberty State College.

Tom and his wife Roberta have a
daughter Lydia and he resides in
Weirtou., )

ROBERT KRAMER, Jr. - The
son of the Blue Dons’ head coach has
been the defensive coordinator for the
Blue Dons for the past 10 years.

Kramer — a Wintersville High
School graduate — has been a foot-
ball coach for 18 years and has spent
time on the staffs at Toronto and
Steubenville Central.

Along with foolbull. he’s coached
track.

Kramer has a daughter, Kaitlin
(14).

Staskey can be reached ai
sstaskev@timesleaderontine.com

ald’s OVAC All-Star Band.
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]
RUDY MUMLEY
OVAC All-Star
Game Director
% Bob Koch (cen-

ter) poses with
West Virginia
head coach Bob
§ Kramer (left) and
% Dave Caldwell

¥ (right) during
media day activi-
ties at West
Liberty
University
Monday.
Additional
images may be
found at
cu.timesleaderon
| line.com

§ T-L Photo/SETH
STASKEY

OVAC All-Stars
meet the media

By SETH STASKEY : - - T
Times Leadar Sports Editor ltﬁs(famp here on the Hilltoppers™ cam- §§

. The Ohio players were the first to

WEST #IBERTY - Interviews. meet the media and have their pictures

(l;arr;(erasd;f) 0;10 ops and a lot of banter tagen and the unity was quite visible

ack and iorth. from the coaches” interaction with the

It was media day for the 64th g : : : ;
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star gait)],ec:t;:s well a5 the player with

Charity Football Classic held here “The kids have been super so far.”

Monday afternoon where the players  53i4 Ohio and Beallsvi ;
and coaches met with area media in pyye Cl a!gﬁve ”v.j:q!llst\:;"g ?22?150?3 2

preparation for Sunday's All-Star :
' h group to be around and they have a
Game at Wheeling Island Stadium. good time. but when we're on the

Prior to pictures and interviews practice fi :
! actice field. we'v na
each team got into workout mode at ; See. OVAC eng:esz il

ES LEADER - Tuesday, July 21, 2009 - B2
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Continued from Page B1

work done.”

The Buckeyes went through three workouts Monday,
including an early-morning session and a late evening
light session.

But the workload hasn’t detered anything about the
experience for the Ohio players, most of whom have
grown up watching and dreaming of playing in the game.

“This is a big honor to even be selected 1o play in this
game,” said Martins Ferry’s Jeremy Murray. “1 grew up
around this game and then you hear everything about it
and the history that goes along with it really makes it a big
deal for me.”

Waest Virginia head coach Bob Kramer and his stafi
have golten a lot done in a short amount of time since
Sunday’s check-in day.

1 really like the balance we have on this team,”
Kramer said. “We've gol some strong, quick backs,
receivers and our quarterbacks are very talented.”

Finding the skiil people for the Mountaineers hasn’t
been the problem in recent Mumley games. Opening run-
ning lanes and protecting the quarterback have been the
issucs because in past games Ohio’s not just won, but
dominated the game in the trenches.

“We're really happy with how our lin¢ is coming
together,” Kramer continued. “We picked guys based on
being big, quick and able to move. We can’t have our
auys getting over-powered at the line of scrimmage.”

In just three practices, Kramer thinks his team’s going
to have the capability to two-platoon on the offensive
front. :

“Being able to find two sets in a game like this is a big
plus.” Kramer relayed.

“We're in a position right now where we feel we can give
any Kid a break at anytime and not lose a thing, and that’s
a really good fecling.”

Kramer put his team through a series of wind sprints
late Sunday evening and couldn’t differentiate between his
linemen. which is something that he had in mind when he
drafted his squad.

“I am just really pleased witlt the effort these Kids have
put in so far,” Kramer said.

“We’ve broken into groups and all of the coaches come
back and tell me how well everyone is doing and how
hard they're working, so what more can you ask for as a
coach?”

Along with the on-field preparations the new team-
mates have been able to do a great deal of bonding and
Kramer’s already noticing how close his team is becom-
ing.

g"I am gelling kinda old, so I really don’t know how
they act with each other away from the field, but as a
team, they’re really coming together,” Kramer smiled.
“These guys have been going at it tooth and nail against
each other, but they all walk off the field together, and
thal’s a great sign.”

OVAC NOTES

+ TICKETS FOR the game are currently on sale at all
araa Kroger stores and select other locations for $7, which
is $3 less than the gate price.
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'OVAC Football Game

Photo by Seth Staskey

The Ohio receivers are front row, from left: Nick Bickar (Edi-
son), Eric Lucas (Beallsville) and Brandon Carroll
(Steubenville). Back row is Zane Butter (St. Clairsville), Kyle
Blackman (Union Local) and Jason Bahen (East Liverpool).

FPhoto by Seth Staskey
The West Virginia receivers are, front row, from left: Joe
Capito (Weirton Madonna), Brandon Sprouse (Magnolia),
Eric Mendenhall (Wheeling Park) and Jason Utt (Magnolia).
Back from, from left: Jacob Porter (Oak Glen), Ricardo Far-
row (Wheeling Park}, Dan Gorden (Wheeling Central), Derek
Stahl (Wheeling Park) and Anthony Pietranton (Weirton |
Madonnaj).

——.. Change

George Strager Evening With the Stars

Change in the Air?

Photo by Jim Elliott

Nathan Schaal of Buckeye Local, right, shakes hands with Vince Orban, who played in the 1950 all-
star game for Yorkville High Scheool. The got together, along with many other past and present
OVAC all-stars for the 23rd Annual George Strager Evening With the Stars on Wednesday.

W.Va. players not fazed by history

By JIM ELLIOTT
W.Va. Sports Editor

WHEELING — The idea behind
the annual George Strager Evening
with the Stars Banquet was to get
the players away from the field and
provide them a way to interact in a
different type of sctting during the
week of the annua! Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity Footbal
Classic.

While that remains the primary
goal of the event. which Is in its
23rd year and was held again
Wednesday evening inside the
Wheeling Park White Palace. lately
it's wrned nto a platform for some
to remind the West Virginia players
history has not been on their side of
" late. Mountaineers teams have lost
13 of the last 14 Mumley Classics.

To that. Wheeling Park and West
Virginia defensive back Ricardo
Farrow says. so what!

“The past is the past,”’ he said.
it’s always going to be there. Hon-
estly, 1 think we're just focused on
practice. I don’t think we’re worried
about the record books at all. We're
Just trying to win this game.™

He knows it won't be easy.

Ohio’s got a lot of size on
them. but I'll tell you what., we've
got some strong Kids. and we've
aot heart on our team. so we're
going to put that to the test on Sun-
day.” Farrow said.

Win or lose, West Virginia coach
Bob Kramer of Weirton Madonna
took @ moment (0 thank the parents
in attendance for sending him some
great kids.

“*They're a lot of fun to be
around.”” the coach said. “"They're
working real hard. they're coming
together as a team. We're looking
for big things from them. I'm very
happy with their effort and the way
they ve responded to our coaching.
I just hope we can put a good prod-
uct on the field Sunday, and i'm
sure we will.””

The memories created this week’

will last a lifetime. which is why
the guys who piayed in the game in
the 1950s came all the way back to
be honored for the game. They may
remember who won. but that’s sec-
ondary to the stories of lifelong
friendships created during all-star
week.

Please See CHANGE, Page 17

{Continued from Page 15)

The banguet. which is
named after Strager, the
longtime record holder for
victories among OVAC
high school football
coaches until -he was
passed by Monroe Cen-
tral’s Jay Circosta a few
years ago. i1s a.celebration
not only for the football
players, but also the cheer-
leaders. the Queen of
Queens participants. the
corporate sponsors. the
league itself. and for the
parents.

Ohio coach Dave Cald-
well. who is coaching tn
his fifth OVAC All-Star
game. was speaking to
those groups when he
proudly boasted about his
Ohio coaching staff. which
is made up entirely of
Beallsville High School

graduates and former play-
Crs.

**One thing that you
kids can learn from this is
if you surround yourself
with good people. you can
become successful,”” he
said. "That's what I've
been able to do is surround
myself with good people.”™”

Note

Also on Wednesday. the
winners of the George
Strager Memorial Scholar-
ships were announced: On
the West Virginia side. it
was Wheeling Central’s
Dan Gordon. DeVaughn
Gordon. and Zach Foose.
On the Ohio side. it was
St. Clairsville’s Brody
Call. Monroe Central’™s
Mike Habig and Schuyler
Bondy. Cambridge’s
Lance Morrison, and Edi-
son’s Nick Bickar.
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Caldwell a

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Successful coaching requires knowl-
edge, dedication. good plavers and a
good support system,

Beallsville High's Dave Caldwell’s
had ail four of those during his career at
his ulma mater and that success this past
season has once again earned him the
right to coach the Ohio squad in the
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Suar
Charity Football Classic. which will be
held on July 26th at Wheeling Island
Stadium.

“I'm recally pleased with the staff 1've
been able to pul together over the years.”
Caldwell said. “Mast of them have been
with me for a while and most have
coached in this (all-star) game and sever-
al of them played for me.”

Here is a capsule look at the coaches:

DAVE CALDWELL - The veteran
Blue Devils’ head coach has been at the
helm of the Monroe County outfit for 26
yurs,

All told. he's compiled & 178-87-1
mark and has won a regional champi-

onships. He's been a football coach for
30 years and has spent time on the staff
at Caldwell High School.

Along with coaching football. the
Muskingum College graduate has also
dabled in basketball and track during his
coaching career.

Caldwell owns a masters degree from
Salem Teikyo.

-Dave and his wife Karon - who
reside in Beallsville — have two chil-
dren and four grandchildren. They are
the parents of Alisha Jefferis and Ryan
Caldwell and the grandparents of Ella
Jefferis. Gwen Jefferis. Xander Caldwell

nnounces staf

and Zoey Caldwell.

CLINT ABBOTT -~ This former
Blue Devils’ standout has been on the
staff at his alma mater for eight years and
has been on Caldwelt’s football staff for
seven of those years.

After his graduation from Beallsville,
Abbott graduated from Muskingum
College and has since earned his masters
degree in administration.

Along with his football duties,
Abbott’s been the head wrestling coach
at Beallsville and has twice been named
OVAC Class 1-A wrestting coach of the
year. He's also coached track during his
career.

Clint - who was recently hired as a
principal at Monroe Central High School
— resides in Jerusalem with his wife
Cyrena.

RUSTY LUCAS - This long-lime
Caldwell aide has been on the staff for
the past 10 years.

Upon his graduation from Beallsville.
Lucas spent 19 years in the United States
Army and has coached in the OVAC All-
Star Game with three Caldwell oversee-
ing the Buckeye staff,

See, CALDWELL, Page C2

onship along with seven OVAC champi-

® Caldwell

Continued from Page C1

Along with his football proweil. Lucas has also
coached junior high football.

Rusty and his wife Kathy reside in Alledonia and have
two sons, Eric, who's a member of the Ohio squad and
Derek.

FRANLIN HOLLEY - This veteran of the Blue
Devils’ staff graduated from Bealisville in 1989 after a
four-sport career.

He then attended University of Charleston and graduat-
ed in 1994. He’s been a member of Caldwell’s staff for
14 years.

Franklin and his wife Michele reside in Massillon.

TYLER BROWN - This former Blue Devils’ player
returned to his roots to begin his professional and coach-
ing careers.

Brown played for Caldwell and earned all-state status
both in football and in baseball.

Brown graduated in 2003 and earned his degree from
Ohio University in 2007. Along with his football duties,
Brown is also a wrestling coach.

He's been hired to work at Edison High School.

PAUL KANZIGG - He has been coaching for 10
years. all at Beallsville where he graduated from. He
played football, wrestled and ran track; he is a farmer and
Washington Co. trustee - not a teacher; has also coached
7/8 girls basketball; he and his wife Silvia; have a son
Adam, 20, a junior at Kent State, and daughters Alexis, a
senior at Beallsville; and Alicia, a sophomore at
Beailsville. He coached in this game four years ago with
Dave Caldwell.

MICAH FUCHS - The 32-year-old has been an
assistant coach for seven years at his alma mater -
Beallsville, where played football, basketball and ran
track. He has also coached track. He went to Muskingum
College where he also ptayed football. He is now principal
at Hannibal and Sardis Elementary schools, He and his
wife Stephanie have a 15-month-oid daughter Lydia. He
also coached in this game four years ago.

Coaches Dave Wiles and Vice Wallace didn’t submit
information sheets.

Staskey can be
sstaskev@timesleaderonline.com

reached at
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OVAC ALL-STAR FOOTBALL
Madonna’s Kramer to Guide

West Virginia Standouts

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register

Weirton Madonna has been
built into a West Virginia Class A
and OVAC contender during the
last several seasons thanks to the
work done by head coach Bob
Kramer.

However. he's gquick 1o give
kudos to his coaching staff, which
has stood with the Madonna pro-
gram through the ups and downs.

Now. the entire Biue Dons staff

will receive some deserved recog-
nition when it gets the opportunity
1o gwide the West Virginia squad
in the annual Rudy Mumicy
OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Classic slated for JTuly 26th ut
Wheeling Esland Stadium.

All of the coaches have been
with me for a long time.”” Kramer
said. TWetve got some new Taces
around. but most Fyve known or
coached with betore. All of the
coaches are pretty excited aboul
this apportunity.

“warned them it's a ot of

time and o lot of Tard work. but
iU"s worth it when vou sce the
results of the time and work.”™

Kramer will be joined on the
Mountaineers staff by Don Ogden.
John Durdines. Jon Kendrick.
John Lesho. Tom Tavior. and
Robhert Kramer JIr,

Here is a capsule look at the
coaches:

BOB KRAMER — This veter
an mentor has been strolting area
sidetines at a variety of levels for
35 seasuns. He's been at Madonnu
tor 14 of those and spent the last
11 as the head coach.

All told, he s compiled a strong
85-32 mark and won this past sea
son's OVAC Class A title and
euided the Blue Dons to their sec-
ond Super Six Appearance in five
SEASONS.

In 2004, Kramer was named
The bnteiligencer’s Coach of the
Year and has been named Mason-
Dixon Coach of the Year on three
occasions (2004, 07 and 03y, He
was the Big 22 Cluss 1-A Coach
of the Year and he received the
Carl Hamill Award w this vear’s

Dapper Dan Banguet.

Along with his current Madonnu
gig. Kramer has coached at Toron-
1o and Steubenville Catholic and,
along with football. has coached
baseball. basketball and track.

Bob and his wife of 22 years,
Kathy. reside in Steubenville.
They “are the parents of two chil
dren Rabert (48) and Lindsuy
(46).

DON OGDEN — ‘This long-
time coach has seen his career take
him to a variety of stops over the
course of 235 vears in the business.

Ogden is 2 1978 Buckeye North
araduate. He earned his bachetor’s
degree from the University of
Akron and a master’s degree from
Nova University and Franciscan
University in 1986 and 1998,
respectively.

His coaching career has taken
him to Pahokee High School in
Florida. Buckeye Norih. Toronto.
Madonna and Wellsville,

Don and his wite Marianna
have a 14-vear old daughter
Jenna. The family resides in
Steubenville.

JOHN DURDINES — This
Wheeling Park High School grad-
vate is the head coach at Bishop
Donahue High School and was
asked to join the Mountaineers
staff because of fus long-standing
relattonship with Kramer,

Durdines graduated from Park
in 1985 and earned s degree &t
West Liberty State College. He's
been a football coach for ninc
years. eight of those having been
spent as the head coach of the

Bishops.

Along with Foothall, Durdines
Bas wlse conched hiascball and
wrestiing.

John and his wife. Michelle.
have been marnied for 20 years.
The couple has two daughters.
Anu (18) and Ashley (14). The
family resides in Wheeling.

JON KENDRICK — This
couch is one of the newest mem-
bers to the Blue Dons stalf,

He's been a coach 4t Madonna
for the last five scasons after play-
ing for the Blue Dons up until his

araduation in 2001, He carned his
degree in 2005 from Robert Mor-
ris University and just completed
his masters work through the Uni-
versily of Phoenix.

Kendrick also coaches basket-
ball and is the head track coach it
Madonna.

JOHN LESHO — This Blue
Dons assistant has been around the
game of football as a coach for 14
seasons. mne of which have been
spent under Kramer.

Lesho is a Madonna High
School graduate and carned his
degree from West Liberty State
College. Along with footbail.
Lesho is on the boys basketball
staft at Madonnil,

Tohn and his wife. Marianna.
have three children. John, Jamie
and. Lisa and four granddaughters,
Katelyn. Kristine, Julia and Elfa,

TOM TAYLOR — This former
Oak Glen and current Weir head
couch has OVAC game experience
seeing he guided the Mountaineers
in 2003,

After leaving Qak Glen. Taylor
joined Kramer on the Blue Dons
staft. He's spent 20 years as g
football coach. the tast three with
the Blue Dons.

Along with football. Taylor was
the head boys track coach at Weir
for 10 seasons (1989-99) and he
also couched wrestling for the Red
Riders.

The 198] Weir High graduate
went on to carn his bachelor’s
degrec from West Liberty State
College. :

Tom and his wife. Roberta,
have a daughter Lydia and he’
resides in Weirton., : g

ROBERT KRAMER. Jr. — The
son of the Blue Dons head coach
has been the defensive coordinator
for the Biuc Dons for the past 10
SCUASONS.

Kramer. a Wintersville High
School graduate. has been a foot-
bail coach for I8 years and has
spent time on the staffs at Teronto
and Steubenville Central.

Along with fooiball, he’s
coached truck. Kramer has a
daughter, Kaitlin (14},

Caldwell Back on Ohio Sideline

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register

Successiul coaching requires
knowledge. dedication. good play-
ers and i 2ood support syskem,

Bealtsville High's Dave Cald-
well's had all four of those during
his carcer al his alma mater and that
success this past season has onee
again carned him the right to coach
the Ohio sguad in the annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic. slaed for July
26t at Wheeling Island Stadium.

“m really pleased with the staff
1I've heen able to put together over
the vears.”” Culdwell said. " Most of
them have been with me for a while
and most have coached in this (all-
star) game and several of them
played for me.™

Here is a capsule ook at the
coaches:

DAVE CALDWELL —~ The vei-
eran Blue Devils head coach has
been at the helm of the Monroe
County outfit for 26 vears.

He's compiled @ 178-87-1 mark
and has won a regional champi-
onship ulong with seven OVAC
championships. He's been a fooi-
ball coach for 30 vears and has
spent time on the staft at Caldwell
High School.

Along with coaching tootball. the
Muskingum College graduate has
also dabbled in baskethall and track
during his coaching carcer.

Caldwell owns a masters de
from Salem Teikyo.

Dave und his wite Kiwron — who
reside in Beallsville — have two
children and four grandchildren.
They are the parents of Alisha Jef-
feris and Ryan Caldwell and the
arandparents of Ella Jefferis. Gwen

aree

=

Jefferis. Xander Caldwell and Zocy
Caldwell.

CLINT ABBOTT = This for-
mer Blue Devils standout has Been
on the staff at his alma mater for
eight seasons and has been on Cald-
well's footbalt stalf for seven of
those vears.

After his graduation from
Beullsville, Abbotl graduated from
Muskingum College and has since
earned Nis masters degree in admin-
istration.

Along with his foothall duties,
Abbott’s been the head wrestling
couch at Beallsville and has twice
been named OVAC Class A
Wrestling Coach of the Year. He's
also coached track during his
career.

Abbotl. who was recently hired
as o principal at Monroe Central
High School. resides in Jerusalem
with his wife Cyreni

RUSTY LUCAS = This veteran
Caldwell aide has been on the staft
the past 10 scasons,

Upon his graduation (rom
Beatlsville. Lucas spent 19 years in
the United States Army and has
coached in the OVAC All-Star
Game with Caldwell three times
overseeing the Buckeye stalt,

Lucas has also coached junior
high football.

Rusty and his wife Kathy reside
in Alledonia and have two sons.
Eric. who's a member of the Ohio
sgquad. and Derek.

JFRANLIN HOLLEY — This
veteran of the Blug Devils statf
graduated from Beallsvilie in 1989
after & four-sport career,

He then attended University of
Charleston and graduated in 1994
He's been a member of Caldwell’s

staff for 14 seasons.

Franklin and his wife. Michele.
reside in Massitlon,

TYLER BROWN — This for-
mer Blue Devils player rewrned 10
his roots 10 begin his professional
and coaching careers.

Brown played for Caldwell and
earned all-state status both in foot-
ball and in baseball.

Brown graduated in 2003 and
carned his degree from Ohio Uni-
verstty in 2007, Along with his
foutball duties. Brown is also u
wrestling coach.

He's been hired 1o work at Edi-
son High School,

PAUL KANZIGG — He has
been coaching for 10 scasons, all at.
Beallsville where he graduated
from. He played football, wrestled
and ran track. He is a farmer and
Washington County trusiee and has
also coached seventh- and eighth
arade girls basketball, He and his
wile, Silvia. have a son Adam. 20,
4 junior at Kent State. and daugh-
ters Alexis, u senior at Beailsville.
and Alicia, a sophomore at
Beallsville, He coached in this
wame four years ago with Caldw cll.

MICAH FUCHS — The 32-
vear-old has been an assistant coach
for seven seasons at his alma mater,
where played football. basketball
and ran track. He has also coached
track. He went to Muskingum Col-
lege where he played football. He is
now principal at Hannibal and
Sardis elementary schools. He and
his wile. Stephanie. have a 15-
month-old daughter, Lydia. He also
couched in this game four yeuars
ago,

Coaches Dave Wiles and Vice
Wallace didn’t submit information.
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By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Not often in sports are there chances at
redemption.

The Ohio All-Star trio of Jordan
Barbina. Jeremy Murray and Brody Cail
have the opportunity that sometimes
never passes by again.

The three Ohio teammates in Sunday’s
OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic
were all rivals during their regular-season
playing days in the Buckeye £ at Union
Local. Martins Ferry and St. Clairsville.
respectively.

However. they were all three chosen to

Redemption o

. Barbina, Call, Murray hope to make amends for North-South game letdown

represent their schools in the prestigious
North-South Game in Columbus last
month.

It was an experience that
none will ever forget after |
having the opportunity to play
with and against Division I
signees and well-known play-
ers from throughout the
Buckeye State.

The aforementioned oppor- ===
tunity at redemption stems
from the sour taste all three left Ohio
Stadium with in their mouths.

The three locals who were

in

mind

Columbus were members of the South
team, which got to put it mildly -
drilled by the North to a tune of 49-7.

~We definitely got beat
real bad.” Call smiled.
“Hopefulily this week will be a
different story.”

All three reported to
training camp for this week-
end’s Rudy Mumley OVAC
Game with the usual motiva-
tion that comes with the game,
including beating the rival state. wanting
10 represent your alma mater well and get
to meet new players from all over the val-

quarterbacks and run-
ning backs for Ohio in
Sunday's Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football
Classic. Front row,
from left, are Anthony
Scott (Zanesville),
Taylor Banks (Harrison
Central), Wes Skinner
(Harrison Central},
Jeremy Murray
(Martins Ferry) and
Tyler Brooks (River).
Back row, from left, are
Brody Call (St.
Clairsville), Jordan
Clegg (River), Jeryl
Christian
(Steubenville), Matt
Shreve (Martins Ferry),
Mikey Habig (Monroe
Central) and Jordan
Barbina {Union Local).
Additional images may
be found at
cu.imesleaderoniine.com

T-L Photos/SETH STASKEY

o trio

ley in the process.

But seeing the early portion of their
all-star summers didn't go well three of
the key cogs this week for Dave
Caldwell’'s Buckeyes have additional
motivation.

“I"ve been looking forward to this
game for a long time.” Call said. “This 18
tne game you want to play in when you're
a kid growing up in this area and I am just
honored to be here. and after what hap-
pened earlier. we don’t want that to hap-
pen again.”

Barbina — who played quarterback in

See, OVAC, Page B3

-

Stars from 1951,7°52,
’53 to be honored at
OVAC AII-Star Classic

By JOSH STROPE
For The Times Leader

WHEELING — OVAC Executive Secretary Tom Rataiczak stood
in front of a room Tuesday at WesBanco Arena filled with former
football players from the early 1950s.

He stood there and talked about the things they didn’t have. Things
like Under Armor and Adidas apparel, IPODs. and laptops. Some did-
n’t even have facermnasks.

But what that group did have is the same thing they have today -
the love of football.

Sunday at the Rudy Mumley Ali-Star Charity Football Classic.
they will be honored for just that as the OVAC recognizes the players
from the 1950. 1951 and 1952 all-star teams.

“*The neat part is seeing it in their faces and listening to them recall

g o =
& w e 2
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the history and the heritage of this game and the valley.’” Rataiczak
said. **1 only hope we can get the kids today to see that this is what
the game is all about.

“*We have guys in wheelchairs and walkers and they can remember
See, REUNION, Page B3

PICTURED ARE the quarterbacks and running backs for

are Ryan Sengewalt (Wheeling Park),
Donahue) and Chanz Jarrell (Parkersburg
(Weir), Zach Foose (Wheeling Central), Ryan Lewicki
(Wheeling Central) and Nate Zills (Tyler).

West Virginia. Front row, from left,
Michael Newton (Brooke), Matt Schrumpf (Bishop
South). Back row, from left, are Derrick Rovira
(John Marshall), DeVaughn Gordon
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rival stale, wanling 1o represent your alma
mater well and get to meet new players
from all over the vailey in the process.

But seeing the early portion of their all-
star summers didn’t go well three of the
key cogs this week for Dave Caldwell’s
Buckeyes have additional motivation.

“I"ve been looking forward Lo this game
for a long time.” Call said. “This is the
game you want to play in when you're a
kid growing up in this area and [ am just
honored to be here. and after what hap-
pened earlier. we don’l wanl that to hap-
pen again.”

Barbina who played quarterback in
the game - spent much of the game run-
ning for his safety and had little time to
operate the offense and was guilty of an
interception early in the game. which the
North turned into points to set the tone.

While that game was a big honor for
Barbina after his first-team ail-Ohio cam-
paign. this coming Sunday 1s what he’s
had marked on his calendar since leamming
of his selection and dating back to proba-
bly junior high,

“We're going into this game looking to
win big time because it’s the Ohio vs.
West Virginia OVAC matchup that you
dream about playing in.” Barbina said.
“It's really nice because you've read up
about all of these guys throughout the sea-
son and followed them all year.”

Unlike most North-South games and
teams. people in the Ohio Valley have
long memories about wins and loses the
OVAC Game and Barbina’s aware of that
fact.

“People definitely remember this game.
there’s no doubt about that,” Barbina
explained. “We're practicing hard and
everyoue s got the same goal in mind,
That’s to win the game and hopefully do

something on the field.”

Murray — who was also an all-Ohioan
this past season after rushing for more than
2.000 yards for the Martins Ferry Purpie
Riders — saw time at tailback and quarter-
back in Columbus and like the rest of the
South offense just couldn’t fend off the
North to make anything really happen.

“It’s nice to have another chance to just
go out and play, but to win and have a lot
better showing would definitely make it a
lot nicer.” Murray said.

Along with having former prep team-
mates Matt Shreve and Steve Woodford in
camp along with Call and Barbina, there
are numerous others that Murray knew
before he got to ‘West Liberty Sunday.
which is much different than earlier in the
summer.

“You don’t have to spend a lot of time
getting to know everyone.” Murray said.
“That helps things a ot because you.can
just go out and work on things and-get a
lot more accomplished on the practice
field.”

Whether or not that redemption is
earned for these three Buckeyes will be
determined Sunday evening, but all three
are thoroughly enjoying the Mumley
Game experience. which kicks into full
gear tonight.
i OVAC NOTES .

* TONIGHT the players. coaches.
queens and cheerleaders will meet at
Wheeling Park’s White Palace for the
annual George Strager Evening With the
Stars Dinner.

* THE OVAC All-Star Band and Ali-
Star Cheerleaders report to West Liberty
University today to begin their prepara-
tions for Sunday’s game.

Staskey  can  be reached
sstuskey@timesleaderonline.com

el

® Reunion

Continued from Page B1

every detail of the game 60 years later.
Here they are just like they left camp. That
is what this conference is all about.”

There are 83 living members from those
three games and this weekend is a wel-
come trip down memory lane.

For some. the trip to Wheeling lsland
Stadium will be a simple drive across the
river or down the street. But for others like
Tom Shively, it was a cross-country trip
from his home in Roseville, Calif.

1t blew my mind.”" Shively said about
being contacted by Ron Miller. **1 first
thought. ‘How did you find me?"

1 still have family (in Wheeling). I'm
getting Wheeling Park T-shirts every day.
It makes for a nice trip to see my family
and see this new group of kids. I still
remember it like it was yesterday. [ loved
i .

Shively. whose great nephew is current
Wheeling Park boys™ basketball and cross
country coach Michael Jebbia. was the
quarterback for West Virginia in 1952

The Wheeling High School product had
a heckuva game.

'] threw three touchdown passes.”
Shively said. 1 don’t think I ever had a
better day in my life before or after that.
All of them went to Paul Kramer, who we
called *Wow-Wow.’

I kid him that [ should get to keep that
(Most Valuable Player) trophy for one
year because I threw all of them and you
wouldn’t have been the star.™

But West Virginia lost the game, 26-19.
Ohio won all three of the games being rep-
resented this weekend.

Shively 1akes away many memories
from that particular contest. It also brought
him something more — a college scholar-

ship.

After his performance, he was offered a
scholarship to Pitt. His stint there, though.
was short-lived.

1 went to Pitt and after a week-and-a-
half, I realized 165 pounds wasn't good
enough.”” Shively joked. **So then I
hopped on a bus and went to Virginia and
went to school at Washington and Lee.
Twao years later, [ ended up at Arizona
State and that is where [ got my degree.”’

While Shively was a star. just being
picked for the game was a thrill for some
of these players.

Warwood's Don Mayles was Shively’s
backup and he got in for just three plays.
But those three plays have lasted him a
lifetime.,

"We moved the ball for a first down
and then [ got taken out.”” Mayles said.
*But it was still great to be able to get in
and play against these guys. Back at that
time. we all knew each other. Everybody
was friends.

“In 1952, every team was a good team
and just to get picked and be on the team
was a privilege.”

And those memories are something that
the players participating this weekend
should take with them. The return of the
game's players is becoming one of the fea-
ture attractions of the annual weekend.
along with the Queen of Queens. Evening
With the Stars. and. of course. the game
itself.

“"Not to be negative. but | don’t know if
(the kids today) can play on the field with
these guys.” Rataiczak said. “*These guys
were hard-nosed. tough. competitive. and
they didn’t have the things the kids have
today.



Ohio Again Has
Speed to Burn

By SETH STASKEY

For the News-Register

Dave Caldwell 1s well
known at Beullsville for his
wide-open approach to
offense

During his previous stints
as the Ohio head coach in
the Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Charity Footbalt
Classic. Caldwell held little
back and was successful
each time he's been at
Wheeling Island Stadium.

He and his coaching staff
recently announced the play-
ers theyv intend to feature at
quarierback and running
buck for the annual summer
classic, which is slated for
July 26th.

A pair ot first-team all-
Ohioans. Jordan Barbina of
Union Local and Jeremy
Murray of Martins Ferry, are
ticketed to see time at quar-
terback.

Al the runnimg back spol.
St. Clairsville’s Brody Call,
Harrison Central’s Wes
Skinner. Martins Ferry's
Matt Shreve and
Steubenville's Jeryl Christ-
ian will be doing much of
the ball carrying. .

I like to think we’ve got
a good combination of
speed. size and strength.”
Culdwell continued. “*You
can’t coach speed. and 1
think we've got suime guys
who can fly. Speed is one of
those things eilher vou have
or you don’t.”

Here is a capsule look at
the playcers:

JORDAN BARBINA,
Uinion Local — Saying this
quaricrback was the ungues-
tiened leader of the ets the
lust couple of season. could
be the understatement of the
century.

Thé  6-foot-1. 180
pounder wore @ lot ol hats
tor Coach Mark Cisar during
his two tull seasons at the
helm of the potent Jets
offense.

As a senior, he accounted
for 32 touchdowns and
4.190 yards. He passed for
3.194 of those yards and 32
touchdowns, He ran for 946
yards and 19 touchdowns,

In addition. he was an ace
on the defensive side with
51 tackles and five intercep-
tions.

J-or his fine season. Barbi-
na wis {irst-team all-Ohio.
first-team all-Eastern Dis-
trict. all-Buckeye 8. all-
OVAC, all-Times Leader
and All-Valiey. He received
the WTOV-9 Big 22 Player
of the Year Award and was
also the Dapper Dan Male
Athlete of the Year. He took
part in the Ohio North-South
Game carlier this swmimer,

Along with football,
Barbina was a four-year
starter in bhasketball and
baseball.

Jordan. who will play
faotball at Lake Ene Col-
fepe. 1s the son of James and
Lu Anne Barbina of Bethes

da.

BRODY CALL, St
Clairsville — This Red
Devils ace was the go-to
offensive player for Coach
Brett Mclean's team last
Season.

The 3-11. 175 pounder
ran for 930 yards and scored
13 touchdowns. He was an
standout on the defensive
side as well with 50 tackles.
As a receiver, he grabbed 14
batls tor 200 yards and three
scotes, He also had three
interceptions

Call was a first-tecam atl-
Eastern District. all-QVAC.,
all-Buckeye %, All-Times
Leader, All-Valley and was
named the Old Spice Red
Zone Plaver of the Year,

Brody. who will attend
Kent State University. is the
son of Carrt Wagner and
Mike Call of St. Clairsville.

JERYL CHRISTIAN,
Steubenville — This Big
Red force was a key player
for Reno Saccoccia’s squad
both us a fullback and as a

OVAC Football

linebacker.

The 6-2. 230 pounder
made a living in opponent’s
backfield as a defensive end
with 70 tackies — 28 for
loss — and two forced fum-
bles. He also had an inter-
ception and seven fumble
recoveries.

While serving as a full
back. Christian had four
touchdowns on 1 8 carries.

He was named second-
team all-District. first-team
all-OVAC, all-Quad County.
Along with football, Christ-
jan was a standout 1n track
and field.

Jeryl. who is the son of |

Veronica Price and Terrell
Scyles. plans on attending
the University of Akron.

JEREM
Martins Ferry — This Pur
ple Rider made the transition

1o quarterback a seamless
one last season for Coach
Dave Bruney's OVAC.
Buckeye 8 championship
squad.

The 5-8. 185 pounder
established Purple Riders
benchmarks in rushing yards
for a career and a season
when he put up 2.125 yards

last season with 35 touch- !

downs. He finished his prep
career with 4,190 yards
rushing.

Throush the air. he
amassed 990 yards passing
with six touchdowns.

All told. he scored 70
career touchdowns.

He was a first-team all-
Ohioan last year after earn-
ing co-Eastern District Play-
er of the Year in Division
IV. He was a first-team ail-
OVAC., all-Buckeve 8, All-
Valley and All-Times
Leader selection. He also
took part in the Ohio North-
South All-Star Game.

Jeremy. who is the son of
Dawn Stewart, will continue
his academic and athletic
careers at Mt. Union College
in the fall.

MATT SHREVE, Mar-
tins Ferry — This Purple
Rider missed the early por-
tion of his senior season. but
appeared as if he didn’t miss
a beat once he returned in
helping to lead Bruney’s
squad to the Region 15
championship game,

The 6-0. 215 pounder
was a solid two-way per-
former. As a blocking back.
he A)aved the way for Murray
and countless other runners
to rush for more than 4.000
yards last season.

On the defensive side of
the ball. Shreve played with
reckless abandon. He fin-
ished his career with 362
tackles. including 122 his
senior season. He had 10
sacks.

He was a two-time first-
team all-Buckeye 8: all-
Eastern District, all-OVAC.
second-team ali-Ohio as a
senior and twice named to
the All-Times Leader team.

Matt, who plans on
attending Mt. Union Col-
lege. is the son of Michael
and Barbara Shreve of Dil-
lonvale.

WES SKINNER, Harri-
son Central — This Husky

MURRAY, |

was the speedster of the |
backfield tor Coach Justin

Kropka's squad last fall.

The 5-8. 170 pounder ran
for 1.069 yards and' 10
scores. He caught eight bails
for 168 yards and three
scores.

All told. he rushed for
2.713 yards and 24 touch-
downs,

For his fine season. Skin-
ner was named to the first-
team all-Eastern District and
was second-team ali-Chio in
2008. He was a three-time
all-Buckeye 8 pick and an
all-Times Leader selection.

Wes. who plans on
attending Ohio University. is
the son of Alvin Skinner and
Cindy Bamhart.
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W.Va. linemen
are good-sized

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

l The recipe for linemen in the Mountain State was sim-
ple.

“We were looking for good-sized kids who could
move well.” said West Virginia head coach Bob Kramer.

Well, it appears he’s found what he’s looking for the
annuai Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Classic continues to draw closer to its July 26th kickoff at
Wheeling Island Stadium.

“We spent a lot of time looking at film on these line-
men. and I am really impressed with what I've seen from
them.” Kramer continued. “We stressed both size and ath-
leticism and we’ve found that. but now we just got to
mesh them together and hope that can mold.”

The Mountaineers and Buckeyes will begin training
camps for the 7:15 p.m. kickoff Sunday at West Liberty
University.

Set to battie for offensive line action are: Victor
DeCaria (Madonna), James Gitford (Parkersburg South}).
Tyler Hanna (Magnotlia). Jordan Hoiliday (Parkersburg
South), Doug Murray (Oak Glen) and Adam Vaughn
(Oak Glen). h

Here is a capsule look at the players:

VICTOR DECARIA. Madonna - This former Blue
Don was a two-way standout for Kramer's team in help-
ing it to the Super Six last December.

The 6-ft. 185 pounder graded out with a 90 percent
blocking percentageand on the defensive side of the ball
he had 12 tackles. a tackle for loss and a fumble recovery
in limited defensive action.

Along with football. DeCaria is active in basketball
and baseball.

Victor — who plans on attending West Liberty
University — is the son of Vince and Diana DeCaria of
Weirton.

JAMES GIFFORD. Parkersburg South — This former
Patriot was a two-way ace this past season for Coach Jon
Bolen's team.

The 6-ft-2. 275 pounder started on the defensive side
of the ball since his sophomore season and moved into the
offensive lineup this past season.

Gifford received the Mahone Tire Award after this past
se4son.

Along with football. Gifford was active in band and
track and field.

James — who plans to attend Bethany College — is
the son of Bill and Debbie Gifford.

TYLER HANNA, Magnolia — This two-way lineman
had a banner year for Coach Mark Batton’s state runnerup
Blue Eagles’ squad.

The 6-ft-2. 225 pounder was a solid defensive end
with 29 solo tackles. 76 dssists. two sacks, an interception
and eight tackles for loss.

He was an all-Valley pick as an offensive lineman and
was all-OVAC. He was a first-team all-state selection.

_Away from athietics. Hanna is active in the community
with Young Life, flood relief. food drive and campaign-
ers.

Tyler — who plans on attending West Virginia
University — is the son of Joseph and Penny Hanna of
New Martinsville.

JORDAN HOLLIDAY. Parkersburg South — This
Patriot two-way player was a mainstay for Coach Bolen's
team.

The 6-ft-3. 225 pounder logged action at center and
defensive end last season.

He was a special mention all-state selection.
Along with football, Holliday also got it done in the
classroom, earning a spot in the National Honor Society.

Jordan - who is the son of Brenda Holliday and
Robert Holliday of Washington - plans to attend WVU.

DOUG MURRAY. Oak Glen - This former Goiden
Bear was a key component to Coach Tony Filberto's
squad last season.

The 6-ft, 270 pounder saw time at left guard and
defensive tackle. As a defensive standout. he recorded 59
tackles and 29 of those were soli. He aiso had a sack and
two tackles for loss.

Murray served as co-captain this past season and was
named to the all-Review first team and earned tour letters.

Doug - who is the son of Scott and Joan Murray —
plans on attending Bethany College.

ADAM VAUGHN, Qak Glen - This former Golden
Bear was a two-way lineman for Filberto and company.

The 6-ft. 260 pounder anchored the offensive front
and was an honorable mention all-OVAC pick.

Away from athletics. Vaughn was a member of the
National Honor Society and he received the Denis Huftf
Award as well as the Mark Wright Memorial Award.

Adam who is the son of Ray and Beth Vaughn —
plans on attending WVU.

Staskey can be
ssiaskev@timesteaderonline.com

reached at




64th Annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC ALL-STAR FOOTBALL

CHARITY CLASSIC

vc WEDNESDAY, JULY 22nd -«
“George Strager Evening With the Stars”
at the White Palace

v FRIDAY, JULY 24th >~
42009 Queen of Queens Pageant”
at WesBanco Arena

¢ SATURDAY, JULY 25th -«
“PEP RALLY” at WLSC Russek Field
The OVAC McDonald’s All-Star Band

ALL-<STAR SPECTACULAR
Wheeling Island Stadium

Sunday, July 26, 2009 ¢ Kick-Off at 7:15 p.m.
Advance Sale Ticket: $7.00 ¢ At the Gate $10.00
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Ohio OVAC all stars will air it out

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Dave Caldwell’s got to love the collec-
tion of players he’s assembled to play wide
receiver in the upcoming Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic.

With Jordan Barbina and Jeremy
Murray set to lead the way at quarterback,
Caldwell and the Ohic coaching staff real
ly like the atiributes of the receiving corps.
which should allow for an easy transition
into the wide-open attack normally imple-
mented by Caidwell.

“1 love the size and the speed of the

kids we've got targeted for wide receiver,”
Caldwell admitted. “We had kind of the
same combination with our backs and we
just picked a lot of kids who’ve got good
combinations for football.™

Fans in attendance for the July 26th
game at Wheeling Island Stadium had bet-
ter be comfortable in their seats.

“We want to make this enjoyable for
the fans and the players.” Caldwell said.
“People don’t come to an all-star game to
see run, run pass. punt.”

Set to battle for time at receiver and/or
tight end, during camp. which opens
Sunday are: Eric Lucas (Beallsville). Jason

Bahen (East Liverpool). Brandon Carroll
(Steubenville). Kyle Blackman (Union
Local). Anthony Hocker (Bellaire). Zane
Butler (St. Clairsville) and Mikey Habig
(Monroe Central).

Here is a capsule look at the players:

ERIC LUCAS, Beallsville — This for-
mer Blue Devil did a little bit of every-
thing during his four year career under
Caldwell.

The 6-ft. 185 pounder finished his prep
career with 70 touchdowns, more than
2.000 yards rushing and 1800 yards
receiving.

He earned first-team all-Ohto after his

senior campaign. He was also first-team
all-Eastern District, all-OVAC and all-
Times Leader. He earned four letters and
was team MVP.

Eric - who will attend Muskingum
College - is the son of Rusty and Kathy
Lucas.

JASON BAHEN, East Liverpool -
This former Potter was a standout at wide
receiver for the Columbiana County crew.

The 6-ft-3. 173 pounder’s solid season
earned him a spot on the Quad County
Football Ali-Star Team as well as The
Review All-Star Team.

See, OHIO, Page B2

® Ohio

Continued from Page B1

Bahen who is unde-

cided about his future plans
- 1$ also a volunteer fire

fighter in Liverpool
Township.

Jason is the son of Paul
and Kimberly Bahen.

BRANDON  CAR-
ROLL, Steubenville
This two-way standout was
a key member of Coach
Reno Saccoccia’s state run-
ner-up squad last season.

The 6-ft-1. 180 pounder
caught 22 passes for 313
yards and scored four
touchdowns. Defensively,
he had 46 total tackles and
three interceptions.

Carroll was named first-
team all-OVAC, all-Eastern
District, all-Quad County

and was named player of
the game in the state cham-
pionship game by 106.3
The River.

Along with sports,
Carroll is also acive in
Florida's UAI Speed Camp,
Youth Ministries Leader,
University Scholar and
earned an academic letter.

Brandon - who plans
to attend the University of
Akron — is the son of
Brian and Sharon Carroll of
Bloomingdale.

KYLE BLACKMAN,
Union Local This Jets’
wide receiver was a big-
play target all season for
Coach Mark Cisar’s Jets.

The 6-{1-4, 185 pounder
hauled in 62 catches for

1.226 yards and 17 touch-
downs during his prep
career. He was named to
the second-team all-Eastern
District as a junior and was
honorable mention alil-
Buckeye 8. He was a first-
team all-district player this
past season.

Along with football,
Blackman lettered four
times in basketball and
once in track and field.

Kyle - who plans to
attend OUE - is the son of
Fred and Kim Blackman of
Belmont.

ANTHONY HOCKER,
Bellaire - This Big Reds’
big-play threat made life
difficult on opposing
teams’ secondaries under

the guidance of then head
coach Gregg Bonar.

The 6-ft-1, 155 pounder
made 18 catches for 314
yards and a touchdown dur-
ing his senior season.

Along with football.
Hocker also lettered in bas-
ketball.

Anthony - who plans
to attend OUE — is the son
of Robert Hocker and
Roveine Brown of Bellaire.

MIKEY HABIG,
Monroe Central — This
two-way standout was one
of the more versatile play-
ers for Coach Jay
Circosta’s team this past
Season.

The -ft-3, 225 pounder
was a standout at defensive
end and fullback and fig-
ures to see time at tight end
during this all-star contest.

Habig earned four letters
in football and was an all-
district and all-OVAC per-
former this past season
after rushing for 568 yards
and nine touchdowns on 98
carries.

Habig - who plans to

attend Belmont Technical
College - is the son ot
Cathy Markey and Bradley
Habig of Woodsfield.

ZANE BUTLER, St.
Clairsville — This defen-
sive mainstay created his
fair share of havoc for
opposing teams this past
season for Brett Mcl.ean's
Red Devils.

The 6-f1-2. 210 pounder
led the Red Devils with
nine sacks and he had 28
solo tackles. He had 16
tackles for loss and was
credited with eight quarter
back hurries.

He was a first-team all-
Eastern District. all-OVAC,
all-Buckeye 8, all-Times
Leader and all-Valley
selection. He was men-
tioned on the all-Ohio
squad.

Zane — who is the son
of Tom Butler and Rhonda
Butler — is undecided
about his college plans.

Staskey can be reached
at sstaskey@timesleaderon-
{ine.com



MarsHALL GETS 1S MaN

Marshall University has hired former UNLV
athietics director Mike Hamrick for the same

position/18

Ghe Intelligencer.

PORTS

OVAC Football Media Day

Getting Down
- To Business

OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic director Bob Koch during Media Day on Monday at West Liberty.

Ohio, West Virginia start their preparations

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

WEST LIBERTY — Interviews,
cameras. photo ops and a lot of
banter back and forth.

It was media day for the 64th
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Charity Football Classic held
Monday afternoon where the play
ers and coaches met with area
media in preparation for Sunday’s
All-Star Game at Wheeling Island
Stadium.

Prior to pictures and interviews,
each team got into workout mode
at its camp on the Hilltoppers®
campus.

The Ohio players were the first
to meet the media and have their
pictures taken. and the unity was
quite visible from the coaches’
interaction with the players as well
as the plavers with each other.

“The kids have been super so
far.” Ohio and Beallsville coach
Dazve Caldwell said. “IU's a really
fun group to be around and they

“The kids have been super so far. It’s a

really fun group to be around and they have a
good time.”
Ohio coach Dave Caldwell

have a good time. But when we're
on the practice field. we’ve gotten
a lot of work done.”

The Buckeyes went through
three workouts Monday. including
an carly morning session and a iate
evening light session.

But. the workload hasn’t detered
anything about the experience for
the Ohio players. most of whom
have grown up watching and
dreaming of playing in the game.

“This is a big honor to even be
selected 1o play in this game.”
Martins Ferry’s Jeremy Murray

said. I grew up around this game
and then you hear everything about
it and the history that goes along
with it really makes it a big deal for
me.”

West Virginia coach Bob
Kramer and his staff have gotten a
lot done in a short amount of time
since Sunday's check-in day.

"1 really like the balance we
have on this team.” Kramer said.

“We've gol some strong. quick

backs, receivers and our quarler-
backs are very talented.”

Please See BUSINESS. Page 15

Photo by Seth Staskey
West Virginia coach Bob Kramer, left, and Ohio coach Dave Caldwell, right, pose with Rudy Mumley

' Business

{Conti. from Page 13}

Finding the skill people
for the Mountaineers hasn't
been the problem in recent
Mumley games. Opening
running lanes and protect-
ing the quarterback have
been the 1ssues. because in
past games Ohio’s not just
won, but dominated in the
trenches.

“We're really happy with
how our line is coming
together.” Kramer contin-
ued. “We picked guys
based on being big. quick
and able to move. We can’t
have our guys gelling over-
powered at the line of
scrimmage.”

In just three practices.
Kramer thinks his team’s
going to have the capability
to two platoon on the offen-
sive front,

“Being able to find two
sets in a game like this is a
big plus.” Kramer said.
“We're in a position right
now where we feel we can
give any kid a break at any-
time and not lose a thing,
and that’s a really good
feeling.”

Kramer pu! his team
through a series of wind
sprints late Sunday evening
and couldn’t differentiate

between his linemen. which
1s something he had in mind
when he drafted his squad.

“[ am just really pleased
with the effort these kids
have put in o far.” Kramer
said. "We ve broken into
groups and all of the coach-
es come back and tell me
how well everyone is doing
and how hard they re work-
ing. s0 what more can you
ask for as a coach.™

Along with the on-field
preparations the new team-
mates have been able to do
a great deal of bonding and
Kramer’'s already noticing
how close his leam is
becoming.

~} am getting kinda old,
0 | really don’t know how
they act with each other
away from the field, but as
a team, they re really com-
ing together.” Kramer
smiled. “These guys have
been going at it tooth and
nail against each other. but
they all walk off the field
together. and that's a great

sign.”
OVAC Notes

B Tickets the game are
currently on sale at all area
Kroger stores and select
other locations for $7.
which 1s $3 less than the
gale price.
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Ohio linemen: Big and athletic

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Good linemen boast a combination of
size and speed.

Dave Caldwell and the Ohio coaching
staff thinks he’s found a group that’s got
just that for the annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic
slated for Sunday, July 26 at Wheeling
Island Stadium.

“The guys we picked are big and athlet-
ic,” Caldwell said. “They've all got some
speed. and 1 think they’ve got good skills
both offensively and defensively. so they
can play a variety of spots.

Vying for time during camp. which
opens Sunday at West Liberty University
will be: Ryan Dugan (Steubenville), D.J.
Duke (River). Schuler Bondy (Monroe
Central)., Bo Olexo (Union Local), Steven
Woodford (Martins Ferry), Sean West
(Bridgeport), Brent Snider (Indian Creek).
George Ruckman (Beallsvitle), Brant
Powell (Barnesviile) and Patrick Gerst
(Caldwell).

“If you notice our linemen come {rom
top-notch programs. and [ am not worried
at all about them being able to pick up our
schemes and doing the job.,” Caldwell
relaved.

RYAN DUGAN. Steubenville ~ This
offensive tackle opened many holes for the
Big Red skill players during his senior sea-
son under head coach Reno Saccoccia.

The 6-ft. 250 pounder earned second-
team all-Ohio. all-OVAC, all-Eastern
District and all-Quad County and he
served as team captain.

Dugan is a National Scholar and is also
the vice president of the Key Club.

Ryan - who plans on attending Tiffin
University - is the son of James and
Margaret Dugan of Steubenville.

D.J. DUKE, River — This Pilot left a
lasting mark on the Pilots program under
the direction of Mike Flannery.

Here is a capsule look at the players:

The 6-ft. 250 pounder was one of the
area’s most dominating defensive tackles
and made a living in opposition’s back-
fields.

For his fine season. Duke was named
first-team all-Ohio for the second straight
year and was all-OVAC and all-Times
Leader. He was also an all-Valley pick.

Duke also made his mark in track and
field where he established the state record
in the shot put and won two state champi-
onships under the direction of Coach Tim
Frye.

D.J. — who plans to attend Ashland

See, LINE, Page B2
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University for track and fieid — is the son
of Don Duke and Kim Dye.

SCHUYLER BONDY, Monroe Central

This two-way tackle was a four-year
regular for the Seminoles and head coach
Jay Circosta.

The 6-t-3, 230 pounder was the start-
ing center as a sophomore and junior and
shifted to the tackle spot this past season
and was the starting defensive tackle for
three seasons. This past season on the
defensive side, Bondy recorded 8.5 sacks.

He was named tirst-team all-Eastern
District and honorable mention all-Ohio.
he was first-team all-OVAC and all-PVC
this year.

Along with football, Bondy earned all-
Ohio accolades in wrestling twice, finish-
ing seventh both as a junior and senior.

Away from athletics, Bondy was active
in several academic programs. He was a
HOBY Scholar, member of the Art Club
and took part in Buckeye Boys State.

Schuyler — who 15 the son of Rusty
and Susan Bondy - plans on attending
Ohio University in the fall.

BO OLEXO, Union Local - This former
Jet was a two-way standout for Mark
Cisar’s team this past fall,

The 6-ft, 205 pounder was a mainstay
on the defensive side of the ball and earned
first-teamn all-Buckeye 8, all-OVAC and
honorable mention ail-Ohio.

Away from athletics,Olcxo was a mem-
ber of the Spanish Club, Student Council
and served as a class officer.

Bo — who is the son of Bo Olexo — is
undecided about his future plans.

STEVEN WOODFORD, Martins Ferry
— This Purple Rider was a two-way
standout for Coach Dave Bruney’s Region
1 5 runner-up squad last year.

As an offensive lineman, Woodford was
a guard and paved the way for nearly
4,000 Purple Rider rushing yards. As a
linebacker he was one of the team’s top
tacklers.

He was a first-team all-District, all-
Times Leader, all-Buckeye 8 and all-
OVAC selection.

Along with football, he was also a
standout wrestler for the Riders.

Steven - who is the son of Oliver and
Donna Woodford of St. Clairsville — will
attend West Liberty University and play
football.

SEAN WEST, Bridgeport — This
Bulldog lineman was a two-way ace for
Coach Rudy Vavrock’s squad this past sea-
son helping it to the Division VI playoffs.

The 5-ft-10, 240 pounder recorded 75
tackles and six sacks as a senior and was a
dandy offensive lineman helping to pave
the way for the Bulldogs’ ground game.

For his fine season, West was a first-
team all-district, all-OVAC and special
menion all-state selection.

Along with football, West was a stand-
out in wrestling, qualifying for the
Division 111 state tournament.

Sean - who is the son of Rhonda and
Michael West of Bridgeport -~ plans on
attending Muskingum Coilege.

BRENT SNIDER, Indian Creek -

This former Redskin was a stalwart as a
two-way tackle for head coach Andrew
Connor this past season.

The 6-{t-2, 220 pounder was a menace
on the defensive side of the ball and was
one of the top blockers for the Redskins’
offensive front.

He was a first-team Buckeye 8 pick as
well as honorable mention all-Eastern
District. :

Brent - who is the son of Robert
Snider and Sandra McMichael of
Steubenville plans on attending
Bethany College.

GEORGE RUCKMAN, Beallsville -
This former Blue Devil was a four-year
mainstay for Caldwell’s squad.

The 6-ft, 260 pounder anchored the
offensive line at center and defensive tack-
le. He finished his prep career with 380
tackles and 45 sacks.

For his efforts he was an all-Eastern
District pick, received mentioning on the
ali-Ohio squad; was first-team all-OVAC,
ail-Valley, all-River Valley, all-Times
Leader and was nominated for one of the
OVAC’s Blocks of Granite.

Along with football, Ruckman lettered
in wrestling and baseball. Away from
sports, he was a member of the Fellowship
of Christian Athletes, Yearbook Staff and
honor roll.

George — who is the son of George
and Linda Ruckman of Malaga — plans
on attending Muskingum College.

BRANT POWELL, Bamnesville — This
former Shamrock was a standout two-way
tackle for Coach Luke Johnson's squad the
past three years.

The 6-ft-2, 250 pounder was a first-
team all-Eastern District, all-OVAC, all-
Valley selection and served as co-captain
this past season.

He received the defensive lineman award
and was team MVP.

Brant — who is the son of Duane and
Lisa Powell of Barnesville — plans on
attending either Mt. Union College or
Belmont Technical College.

PATRICK GERST, Caldwell - This
former Redskin wore several different hats
for head coach Mike DeVol's team the
past several seasons.

The 6-ft, 24 pounder was a guard,
punter, kicker and linebacker during his
prep days.

On the defensive side of the ball he
recorded 103 tackles and had two fumble
recoveries last season. He also held a 36-
yard punting average and a 50-yard kick-
off average.

For his fine campaign, he was named

first-team all-OVAC, all-Eastern District,
all-PVC and earned special mention all-
Ohio. .
Along with football, Gerst is active in
scouting where he’s earned Eagle Scout
distinction. He's also a member of the
National Honor Society.

Patrick — who is the son of Gerald and
Christine Gerst of Catdwell — plans on
attending Marietta College.

Staskey can be reached ai
sstuskey@timesleaderonline.com
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Ohio offers
versatility as
camp opens

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

-

When he sat down 1o pick his roster
and having four other times of experience
on his side. Beallsville and Ohio head
coach Dave Caldwell knew he needed
versatile players.

He's done a good job of that because
he's got a bunch of interchangable parts
for when he and the rest of the Buckeyes
arrive at West Liberty University today 0
pegin training camp for next Sunday’s
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic. which will be held at
Wheeling Istand Stadium.

linebackers and defensive backs.

dle it.”

Spots:
LANCE MORRISON, Cambridge -

his vears in the program.
prep days.

standout 1n baseball.
Cambridge.

and kicker for Goodrich's club.

He tied that mark last season.

was a first-teamer as & junior.

leams.

Program.

study chemistry and pre-medicine.
See, OHIO, Page C3

~] think we've got a good set up for

Caldwell said. "We've got guys who
could go cither way. »0 we'll have to
determine in camp where they are best
suited. Some guys are going to probably
play in a position they aren 't real used 1o
playing. but we're confident they can han-

Here is 4 capsule look at the players
who will make up some of the defensive

This former Bobcat played a bevy of posi-
tions for the Coach Rick Goodrich during

The 5-ft-10. 215 pounder was & stand-
out at linebacker and fullback during his

Along with football. Morrison was a

Lance — who plans to enter the work-
force in the oil and gas industry — 18 the
won of Harry and Lethisa Morrison of

NICK LIPTAK. Cambridge - This
former Bobeat was a standout at punter

The 5-ft-9. 160 pounder broke the
CHS record for longest field goal in 2007
when he connected from 46 yards away.

For his fine campaign. he was & sec-
ond-team ali-district pick as a senior. He

Along with football, Liptak was 2
member of the varsity soccer and baseball

Away from athletics. he was a member
of the National Honor Society. VISIONS,
Ohio Model United Nations and the
Guernsey County Youth leadership

Nick — who is the son of Tina
Fillippis of Cambridge — plans on
attending The Chio State University 10

SPORTS
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went for loss.

Sprouse - who transfered from River
_ earned second-team all-PVC and hon
orable mention Eastern District as an
underciassmen.

Brandon — who is unsure of his future
plans — is the son of Mark and Buffy
Sprouse of New Martinsville.

MICHAEL SCOTT, Cameron - This
former Dragon was a two-way standout
under head coach Jim Rogers during his
prep days.

The 5-ft-9. 190 pounder saw time on
the offensive line and at linebacker.

For his efforts he carned first-team all-
valley, alt-Mason-Dixon and second-team
all-state honors.

Scott was also active in basketball and
basebatl for the Dragons.

Michael — who is the son of Lisa Y088
of Cameron — plans-on attending West
Liberty University.

JONATHAN HOOD, Brooke - This
place kicker was one of the more accuraic
ones in the arca under head coach Dave
Reitter.

The 5-ft-10, 170 pounder was true on,

42-0f-44 on extra poinis and six-of-eight
on field goals with a long of 43 yards.

Along with football, he was active in
soccer, class play, Madrigal Choir and
Bruins at the Cross.

Jonathan — who plans on attending
West Virginia Wesleyan - is the son of
Randy Hood and Pam Lizon and he resides
in Follansbee.

JOSEPH CAPITO, Madonna - This,
linebacker was a standout for Kramer’s
state runner-up squad last season.

The 5-ft-11, 173 pounder checked in
with 107 career tackles, 12 sacks and two
interceptions. He had three forced and
three recovered fumbles.

The all-OVAC student was second-
team all-Mason Dixon and was special
mention all-valley as a junior.

Along with football, Capito was a letter-
man in basketball and track.

Away from sports, he was in SADD,
Interact Club, JETS, National Honer
Society, Prayer Club, Pro-Life Alliance of
Youth, Art Club, Pep Club and yearbook
staff.

Joseph - who plans on attending
WwVU to major in biochemistry is the
son of John and Darlene Capito of
Wetrton.

ARTIE CHAPPELL U1, Weir — This
former Red Rider was a standout at middle
linebacker for Coach Eric Meek’s team the
last four seasons.

He recorded three-year totals of 217
tackles, three sacks and three fumble
recoveries. He forced five fumbles and had
an interception.

Chappell was a Weady's High School
Heisman nominee and carried a 3.15 grade

point average and was also a member of

the Hi-Y Club.

Artic — who's the son of Dec and Art
Chappell - is planning op attending
Fairmont State University.

7ZACHARY FOOSE. Wheeling Central

 _ This former Maroon Knight was the

quarterback and a standout on the defen-
sive side for Coach Mike Young’s ¢lub.

The 5-ft-11, 200 pounder averaged
more than eight yards per carry during his
senior season as a quarterback and he was
in the top five for tackles since his sopho-
more season. He also led the team in sacks
this past season.

He was a second-team all-staic pick and
a first-tcam all-Valley sclection while serv-
ing as team captain.

Away from football, Foose is active in
peer ministry and sings 1n the senior men’s
choir.

Zach — who is the son of Maria and
Robert Foosc of Wheeling - plans on
attending West Liberty University.

DANIEL GORDON, Wheeling Ceniral
_ This former Maroon Knight was onc of
the players that every team had to game
plan for under Young.

The 6-{t-2, 225 pounder logged more
than 300 tackles and 20 plus sacks for his
career. He also had two interceptions and
three forced fumbles.

Gordon was a two-time first-team all-
stater and a sccond-team pick as a sopho-
miore. He was a two-time all-Valley squad
captain and was tcam Defensive Player of
the Year three times and Team MVP as a
senior. He was a thrce-time all-OVAC
pick.

Gordon also lettered in basketball for
the Maroon Knights.

Daniel — who is the son of Gordon and
Janet Gordon — will attend Robert Morris
University and play football.

MIKE HENDERSON. Brooke — This
former Bruin was a standout at linebacker
for Coach Reitter’s team last scason.

The 6-fi-2, 235 pounder recorded 105
tackles and had 124 assists this past sca-
son. He also had 104 stops as @ junior.

He was a second-team all-Valley selec-
tion and all-state pick.

Away from football, Henderson 15 also
active in Karate.

Mike — who plans on attending West
Liberty University - is the son of Keith
and Dana Henderson of Wellsburg.

RYAN LEWICKI, John Marshall —
This former Monarch was a bright spot in
an otherwise down year for the Glen Dale
based school and head coach Dan Wilson.

The 5-f1-9, 210 pounder was a standoul
at linebacker, recording 63 tackles in only
five games before he was fost to an injury.

‘He was in on 107 stops as & junior. He

also a kicker and had 18 PATs and a field
goal as a junior.

Despite missing hall the season. he was
still an honorable mention ail-state pick.
As a junior he earned the same honor.

Ryan - who is the son of Roger and
Sue Lewicki of Moundsville = 1s unde-
cided about his college plans.

ERIC MENDENHALL, Wheeling Park

_ This former Patriot was a versatile
player as a receiver and defensive back for
Coach Mark Nardone's team-the past sev-
eral years.

The 6-ft, 185 pounder recorded 91
tackles, recovered two fumbies and picked
off u pass as a defensive whiz. He also had
33 carries for 270 yards and five scores on
the offensive side of the ball.

He was a first-tcam all-OVAC, honor-
able mention all-statc pick as well as the
state winner of the West Virginia Athletic
Director’s Association Scholarship. He's
also a member of the National Honor
Society and a finafist for the West Virginia
Wendy's High School Heisman.

Mendenhall was also active in Varsity
Athletic Club, Student Council. Key Club,
SAAD. JETS, camp instructor for the
Little Patriots and OVAC Football Camp.

Eric — who is the son of Thomas and
Cheryl Mendenhall — will attend The
College of William & Mary in Virginia.

RICARDO FARROW, Whecling Park
_ This former Patriot was a standout in
the defensive secondary for Nardone and
the Patriots,

Farrow was a first-tecam all-vailey selec-
tion and carned special mention ail-state.

Along with-football, Farrow was co-
captain of the Pats’ baseball tcam and was
a first-team all-vatley pick on the diamond
as well.

Staskey can  be reached at
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com



e T3 @ huniingion
West Virginia
sets defensive
candidates

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

The final pieces of the West Virginia

ster are scl.
rOSWest Virginia head coach Bob Kramer
announced his linebackers. defcnswe
backs and place kicker for Sunday’s Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Classic to be held at Wheeling Island
Stadium. _ _

“We teel like the strong point of our
team is our linebacker group.” Kramer
said. "We want to be able to utilize them
the best we can. Some of the guys are big
and versatile enough that they could see
tme as defensive linemen oo depending

siwation.”

. g\lf for the defensive backfield. Kramer
and his staft spent a lot of time trying to
piece this group together since he knows
i1l be challenged by an explosive Ohio
offense. o

“We feel we got the best defensive
backs available.” Kramer pointed out.
“We've got 10 be ready for whatever Ohio
throws at us. We're confident the kids
we've picked are able to do the job that's
been asked of them.” :

Here is a capsule look at the players:

BRANDON SPROUSE. Magnolia
This versatile former Blue Eagle played a
key tole in the success experienced this
pu‘s'l season under head coach Mark
Batton. _

The 6-ft. 175 pounder saw time at
receiver. safety and linebacker and record-
ed 30 receptions for 800 yards eight
touchdowns in his career. He also had six
imerceptions, 212 tackles and 20 of those

See, WV, Page C2

Moving day
oy

bye hug from his mother, LuAnne,

tional images view cu.timesleaderoniine.com.

R T.L Photo/SETH STASKEY

i t Virginia
GRID stars from Ohio and West jini
?e?)grgla to camp Sunday at West %lbegvlirgvgﬁgﬁiw
iunction with the Rudy Mumley
;?)g{ggll Classic. The game will bz staggqngu:d;gogt
' | ictured recemi -
Wheeling Island Stadium. Pic ceing & Jaion

Local all-Ohio quarterback Jordan Barbina. For addi-

® Ohio

5

Continued from Page C1

JOHNNY MERRYMAN,
Shadyside — This former Tiger
was a two-way standout for the
now retired Ty Fleming during
his prep days.

The 5-ft-9. 180 pounder
served as the fullback and line-
backer for the Tigers.

He was the team’s leading
tackler during his senior season
and as a rusher he accumulated
more than 900 yards rushing. All
told. he finished his prep career
with more than 1,700 vards.

He was a second-team all-
Ohiocan and during the Tigers”
state championship game appear-
ance in 2006. he was the starting
middle linebacker.

Merryman was also a standout
in wrestling. winning a pair of
OVAC tilles and also placing in
the Ghio State Tournament twice.

Johnny is undecided upon his
college plans.

RUSSELL PAUGH. Beaver
Local - This former defensive
whiz was a standout for Coach
Rich Wright's team the past four
seasons.

The 6-f1-3. 235 pounder lined
up at defensive end and this past
season received the Outstanding
Defense Award for his efforts.

Russell -~ who plans on
attending Lake Erie College — is
the son of Laurie and James
Kittle of East Liverpool.

JORDAN CLEGG. River -
This former Pilot was a two-way
standout in the Pilots” undefeated
regular season for Coach Mike
Flannery last fall,

The 6-ft. 205 pounder ran for
close to 1.000 yards as a running
back and was one of the team’s
leading tacklers on defense.

For his fine season. he was
named all-PVC, all-OVAC. sec-
ond-team ali-Eastern District and
member of the BACF All-Star
Team.

Jordan -~ who is the son of
Chuck and Mary Clegg of Sardis
~ plans on attending Mt. Union.

NATHAN SCHAAL. Buckeye
Local - This defensive. lineman
was borderline unbtockable for
the Panthers and head coach Ron
Pobolish last season.

The 5-ft-9. 165 pounder
recorded 123 tackles and an
astounding 24 sacks en route 10
being named first-team all-Ohio
and Eastern District Co-
Defensive Player of the Year.

Schaal also garnered all-
OVAC. all-Buckeve 8 and all-
Valley.

Along with athletics. Schaal is
also a member of the Fellowship
of Christian Athletes.

Nathan - who is the son of
Thomas Schaal of Yorkville -
will attend either Mt. Union or
Bethany.

ANTHONY SCOTT.
Zanesville - This former Blue
Devil was a standout on both
sides of the ball during his days
under Chad Grandstaff,

The 5-ft-7. 215 pounder saw
time at running back on the offen-
sive side of the ball and as a
sophomore ran for more than
1.000 yards.

Anthony is the son of Tammy
and Eugene Scott of Zanesville,

TAYLOR BANKS. Harrison
Central - This Huskie was a

two-way standout for Coach
Justin Kropka's squad the past
three seasons.

The 5-f1-7. 165 pounder saw
time at running back and outside
linebacker for the Huskies. On
the offensive side of the ball. he
racked up 968 yards this past sea-
son and scored 12 touchdowns.
As a junior, he rushed for 798
yards and 10 scores.

He was a first-team Buckeye 8
and first-team all-OVAC selec-
tion and received special mention
all-Ohio after earning first-team
all-District,

Banks - who was also a
standout wrestler for the Huskies
— plans on attending the
Pittsburgh Technical Institute.

Taylor is the son of Tamara
Banks of Cadiz.

TYLER BROOKS, River -
This two-way standout was a key
cog tn the success of Mike
Flannery s crew this past fall.

The 5-ft-10, 187 pounder run-
ning back/linebacker did most of
his damage on the offensive side
at tailback.

He accumulated [.400 yards
and scored 26 touchdowns. He
also had 350 yards receiving and
on the defensive side of the ball
he finished with 56 tackles,

Brooks was named Athlete of
the Week by WTOV, The Times
Leader and WTRF-7 during the
scason. He was first-team all-
Eastern District. all-OVAC and
all-PvC.

Tyler — who is the son of
Doug and Krysta Brooks of
Powhatan Point will attend
Belmont Technical College.

NICK BICKAR. Edison -~
This former Wildcat played pri-
marily in the defensive secondary
for Coach Mike McKenzie's team
last fall,

The 5-ft-10. 180 pounder
earned honorable mention all-
OVAC for his efforts.

Away from athletics, Bickar is
4 member of the National Honor
Society and Beta Club.

Staskey can be reached at
sstaskev@imesleaderoniine.com
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OVAC Players Report

Camps begin in
preparation for
Sunday’s game

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer

WEST LIBERTY - It’s
officially all-star week in
the Ohio Valley.

The players and coaches
reported for the week-long
camp Sunday afternoon at
West Liberty University to
prepare for this Sunday’s
annual Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity
Football Classic.

All 33 players from both
squads reported to camp
and were set to be put
through physicals and a
series of team meetings
before hitting the practice
field during the evening to
begin to install the systems
each team will use at
Wheeling Island Stadium.

“I am really excited
about  this  week,”’
Beallsville and Ohio head
coach Dave Caldwell said.
**This is a great honor to be
here, and I like what 1've
seen from all of the kids.””

Caldwell — who is
undefeated in four other
times as the Buckeyes head
coach — had a tough time
finalizing his rosters after
players dropped out and
had to be replaced. but now
it’s all about football,

**All of the kids report-
ing makes it look like we're
going to have a real nice
week,”” Caldwell said.

The West Virginia squad
was under the same plan as
the Buckeyes and were
scheduled to go through a
light workout at Russek
Field prior to supper time.

® West

“*Getting to know the
kids is the toughest part
because some of them I'd
never scen before,”” Weir-
ton Madonna and West Vir-
ginia head coach Bob
Kramer said. **It’s great 1o
be here and great to be
around them.™

The week kicks off offi-
cially today. The players
and coaches will go through
a pair of workouts daily and
they will meet the media

Photo by Seth Staskey

John Marshall’s Ryan Lewicki hauls his luggage into
West Liberty University Sunday afternoon to begin
preparations for the annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Charity Football Classic, which will be played
Sunday at Wheeling island Stadium.

with the annual media day
activities at West Liberty.
As is always the case,
Wednesday the players,
queens and cheerleaders
will converge on Wheeling
Park’s White Palace for the
annual George Strager
Evening with the Stars.
Friday is the annual
Queen of Queens Pageant
at WesBanco Arena and
Saturday is the pep rally at
West Liberty University.

West Virginia’s DL
not afraid to hit

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Finding guys who like to hit people in th
tough chailenge normaily. peopie e
And West Virginia head coach Bob Kramer didn’
A " Virginia | a n’t have much t
finding his defensive linemen who would bring that attitude tgcthera(l)rlllr?llﬁ
al Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic, which is
slaf?\glvfor Sund?y, fuly 26 at Wheeling island Stadium. ,

e went aiter our defensive linemen much like we w f
offensive linemen,” Kra aid. - i e ys e
o ramer said. “We wanted big, athletic guys who

With the likes of Derrick Rovira {(Weir), Jona i (Bi
i I ¢ . Jonathan Przelenski (Bisho
IS)t?lﬂz]lh(u\;)l,wl:;gk C!))hrnl:;!n Ingnsly). Dante Greco (Madonna) ancg ISereE
mg rark), the Mountaineers’ coachi i
ey ve sseams | Ineers’ coaching staff likes what
“From what we’ve seen of the kids we're voi i
} ; R ng t
Ft]I}Ie wzlly this group could come together.” Kmn%er sgid(.) R
& players report to training camp Sunday at West Lib i i
g;::rlg l?l él,‘ capsule look at the players: Y # Hiberty University.
CRRICK ROVIRA, Weir — This former Red Rider was
5 N ’ t
on the defensive side of the ball for Coach Eric Meeks’ squadblgssl ?;n.'art
'Ihe 6-ft-1, 230 pounder logged 110 tackles this past season aldng
with 11 sacks and 17 tackles for loss. He also recovered two fumbles
As lzj fu;]lba?}(, he ran for 850 yards and 11 touchdowns. -
“or his fine season, he was a first-team all-state defensive pla
2 <l e
well as flrst-team_all-OVAC and he received a special achil;vgn{e?lsl)
awaHrd from the Ohio Valley Dapper Dan.
€ was also a standout on the wrestling mat, finishine third i
[th?VAC and West Virginia state tournan%ems. N (hird in ot
Hi_y\'vay from athletics, Rovira s active in SADD, Chemistry Club and
Derrick — who will attend West Liberty Universi
is the son of Dan and Amy Rovira, g 110 pay football
“néln?rll\rllATaHAN[P%ZELENSKI, Bishop Donahue - This two-way
an was a sta ' ines’ tes
sneman standout for Coach John Durdines’ team the past four
The 6-ft-1, 233 pounder saw time at center and tackl
~ The § i € on -
stve side of the ball and was a solid defensive tackle. ' the offen
For his fine season, he was an all-state, all-OVAC, all-Mason-Dixon
See, WEST, Page B2 ’

game of footbalt isn’t a

Continued from Page B1

all-Valley selection and
received the Donahue Mr.
Football Award.

Away from uthletics,
Przelenski was a member of
the National Honor Society.
received the HOBY Award.
took part in JETS. Quiz
Bowl and is a Peer Ministry
Retreat Leader.

Jonathan who plans
on attending West Virginu

Half Marathon |

News and Sevntinel

Races

AUG. 22 — Adult and family

L

University — 1s the son of
Paula and Bart Przelenski
of Wheeling.

NICK OHRMAN,
Linsly - This two-way
lineman had a solid scason
for Coach B.J. Depew’s
Cadets.

The 6-ft-2. 270 pounder
recorddd 134 tackles and
seven sacks this past sea-
SN

For his efforts. he earned
the Stobbs Award. which is
presented to the outstanding
senior lineman.

Atong with football.
Ohrman was a2 member of
the baseball tcam.

Nick — who is the son

of Kelly Ohrman of
Pittsburgh - plans on
attending Duquesne.

DANTE - GRECO.
Weirton Madenna -~ This
two-way lineman had a
huge role in the Blue Dons’
run to the Super Six under
the guidance of Kramer.

The 6-ft-1. 270 pounder
had 64 tackles. 13 tackles
for loss. five sacks. three
forced fumbles, two fumble
recoverics and an intercep-
tion he took back for a
score.

For his fine season. he
carned first-team all-state.
all-OVAC. all-Mason
Dixon Conference.

Away from athletics.

Greco is involved in
Interact. SADD and the Pep
Cluh.

Dante - who is the son

of James and Diane Greco
- plans on attending
WVU.

DEREK STAHL.
Wheeling Park — This for-
mer Patriot made living at
the ends of both lines for
Coach Mark Nardone’s
team the past few years,

The 6-ft-1. 210 pounder
was a tight end and a defen-
sive end for the Patriots en
route to earning a pair of
letiers.

He was a first-team all-
state defensive player. all-
QVAC and all-Valley pick.

Along with foolball.
Stah! was a member of the
Patriots’ hockey team and
helped it to back-to-back
state championships.

Away from athletics,
Stahl is a member of
SADD. the Varsity Athletic
Club and the Lacrosse
Club. He's a four-year
member of the Park High
Honor Roll.

Staskey can be reached
af sstaskexy@rimesleaderon-
line.com

I
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Caldwell’s unit
looks to push
around foes

By SETH STASKEY

For The Intelligencer

Good linemen boast a
combination of size and
speed.

Dave Caldwell and the
Ohio coaching staff think
they found a group that’s
gol just that for the anpual
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-
Star Charity Football
Classic slated for Sunday.
Julv 26 at Wheeling
Island Stadium,

“The guys we picked
are big and athictic.””
Caldwell said. " They've
all gol some speed. and 1
think they ve got good
skills both offensively and
defensively. so they can
plav a variety of spofs.”

Vying lor time during
camp. which opens Sun-
day at West Liberty Uni-
versity. will be: Ryan
Dugan {(Steubenville).
D.). Duke (River)
Schuler Bondy (Monroe
Central). Bo  Olexo
{Union Local). Steven
Woodlford (Martins
Ferry). Scan  West
(Bridecporty, Brent Snider
(Indian Creeky. George
Ruckman (Beallsville).

Brant  Powell (Bar-
nesvitie) and Patrick Gerst
(Caldwell.

I you notice our line-
men come from top-notch
programs. and 1 am not
worried at all about them
being able to pick up our
schemes and doing the
joh. " Caldwell said.

Here is a.capsule look
at the plavers:

RYAN DUGAN,
Steubenville — This
offensive tackie opencd
many holes for the Big
Red skill players during
his senior scuason under
coach Reno Saccoccia,

The a-foot. 250
pounder carned second-
team  All-QOhio. All-

OVAC. All-Eastern Dis-
trict and Alt-Quad County
and he served as team
captain,

Dugan is a National
Scholar and is also the

OVAC All-Star Game
Ohio Linemen Have Size, Speed

vice president of the Key
Club.

Ryan, who plans 1o
attend Tiffin University.
is the son of James and
Margaret Dugan of
Steubenville.

D.J. DUKE, River —
This Pilot left a lasting
mark on the program
under the direction of
Mike Flannery.

The 6-0. 250 pounder
was one of the area’s most
dominating defensive
tackles and made a living
in the opposing backfield.

For his fine effort,
Duke was named first-
team All-Ohio for the sec-
ond straight season and
was All-OVAC. All-Val-
Jey and All-Times Leader.

Duke also made his
mark in track and field
where he established the
state record in the shot put
and won two state cham-
pionships under the direc-
tion of Coach Tim Frye.

D.J.. who plans 1o
attend Ashland University
for track and field. is the
son of Don Duke and Kim

Dye.

SCHUYLER BONDY,
Monroe Central — This
two-way tackle was a
four-year regular for the
Seminoles and coach Jay
Circosta,

The 6-3. 230 pounder
was the starting center as
a sophomore and junior
and shifted to the tackle
spot last season and was
the starting defensive
tackle for three seasons.
Last season on the defen-
sive side. Bondy recorded
3.5 sacks.

He was named first-
team All-Eastern District
and honorable mention
All-Ohio. He was first-
team All-OVAC and All-
PVC this season.

Along with football,
Bondy earned All-Ohio
accolades in wrestling
twice, finishing seventh
both as a junior and sen-
i0r.

Away from athletics,
Bondy was active in sev-
eral.academic programs.
He was a HOBY Scholar,
member of the Art Club
and took part in Buckeye
Boys State.

Schuyler. who is the

son of Rusty and Susan
Bondy. plans on attending
Ohio University in the

fall.

BO OLEXO, Union
Local — This former Jet
was a two-way standout
for Mark Cisar’s team last
tall.

The 6-0. 205 pounder
was a mainstay on the
defensive side of the ball
and earned first-team All-
Buckeye 8. All-OVAC
and honorable mention
Al-Ohio.

Away from athletics.
Olexo was a member of
the Spanish Club. Student
Council and served as u
class officer.

Bo. who is the son of
Bo Olexo. is undecided
about his future plans.

STEVEN WOOD-
FORD, Martins Ferry
— This Purple Rider was
a two-way standout for
Coach Dave Bruney's
Region 15 runner-up
squad last scason.

As an offensive line-

man. Woodford was a
suard and paved the way
or nearly 4.000 Purple
Riders rushing yards. As a
linebacker. he was one of
the team’s top tacklers,

He was a first-team All-
District. All-Times
Leader. All-Buckeye 8
and All-OVAC selection.

Along with football, he
was also a standout
wrestler for the Riders,

Steven, who is the son
of Oliver and Donna
Woodford of St
Clairsville. will attend
West Liberty Universit
and play football. :

SEAN WEST, Bridge-
port — This Bulldogs
lineman was a two-way
ace for Coach Rudy
Vavrock's squad last sea-
son in helping it to the
Division VI playoffs.

The 5-10. 240 pounder
recorded 75 tackles and
six sacks as a senior, and
was a dandy offensive
lineman helping to pave
the way for the Bulldogs
ground game. .

For his fine season,
West was a first-team All-
district. All-OVAC and
special mention all-state
selection.

Along with footbatl.

West was a standout in
wrestling, qualifying for
the Division HI1 state tour-
nament.

Sean. who is the son of
Rhonda and Michael West
of Bridgeport, plans on
attending Muskingum
College.

BRENT SNIDER,
Indian Creek — This
former Redskin was a
stalwart as a two-way
tackle for Coach Andrew
Connor last season.

The 6-2. 220 pounder
was a menace on the
defensive side of the ball
and was one of the 10p
blockers for the Redskins’
offensive front.

He was a first-team
Buckeye 8 pick as well as
honorable mention AH-
Eastern District.

Brent. who is the son of
Robert Snider and Sandra
McMichael of
Steubenville, plans on
attending Bethany Col-
lege.

GEORGE RUCK-
MAN, Beallsville — This
former Blue Devil was a
four-year mainstay for
Caldwell’s squad.

The 6-0. 260 pounder
anchored the offensive
fine at center and defen-
sive tackle. He finished
his prep career with 380
tackles and 45 sacks.

For his efforts. he was
an All-Eastern District
pick. received mentioning
on the All-Ohio squad;
was first-team All-OVAC.
All-Valley. All-River Val-
fey. All-Times Leader and
was nominated for one of
the OVAC’s Blocks of
Granite.

Along with football,
Ruckman lettered in
wrestling and baseball.

Away from sports. he
was a member of the Fel-
lowship of Christian Ath-
letes. Yearbook Staff and
honor roll.

George, who is the son

of George and Linda
Ruckman of Malaga,
plans on attending Musk-
ingum College.

BRANT POWELL,
Barnesville — This for-
mer Shamrock was a
standout two-way tackle
for Coach Luke Johnson’s
squad the last three sea-
S0NS.

The 6-2. 250 pounder
was a first-team All-East-
ern District. All-OVAC,
and All-Valley selection
and served as co-captain
last season.

He received the defen-
sive lineman award and
was team Most Valuable
Player.

Brant. who is the son of
Duane and Lisa Powell of
Barnesville. plans on
attending either Mt. Union
College or Belmont Tech-
nical College.

PATRICK GERST,
Caldwell — This former
Redskin wore scveral hats
for Coach Mike DeVol's
team the last several sea-
sons.

The 6-. 240 pounder
was a guard, punter. Kick-
er and linebacker during
his prep days.

On the defensive side
of the ball he recorded
103 tackles and had two
fumble recoveries last
season. He also held a 36-
yard punting average and
a 50-yard kickoff average.

For his fine campaign.
he was named first-team
All-OVAC. All-Eastern
District. All-PVC and
earned special mention
all-Ohio.

Along with football.
Gerst is active in scouting
where he's earned Eagle
Scout distinction, He's
also a member of the
National Honor Society.

Patrick, who is the son
of Gerald and Christine
Gerst of Caldwell. plans
on attending Marietta Col-
lege.

ISSQOUDUN, France

(AP) — Teammates
Alberto Contador and
Lance Armstrong

remained second and

France after a technolo-
gy-free day of riding in

- hAAvrl

Cavendish wins Stage 10 of Tour

third in the Tour de.

tactics without radio
instructions from team
cars.

Rinaldo Nocentini of
ltaly kept the leader’s
yellow jersey on a flat
toute that favored sprint-
ers. Armstrong. the
cauvan-time champion.




Ohio Recmeivers Fit

Well With

Buckeye coach loves
their speed and size

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

Dave Caldwell has to love the collection
i players he's assembled to play receiver
n the upcoming Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Charity Football Classic,

With Jordan Barbina and Jeremy Mur-
v set to lead the way at quarterback.
Zaldwell and the Ohio coaching staff real-
v like the attributes of the receiving corps.
which should allow for an easy transition
nto the wide-open attack normally imple-
nented by Caldwell.

1 love the size and the speed of the
<ids we've got targeted for wide receiver.”
Taldwell raved. ~~We had kind of the same
;ombinavion with our backs and we just
sicked a lot of kids who've got good com-
sinations for football.™

Fans in attendance for the July 26th
zame at Wheeling Island Stadium had bet-
ler be comfortable in their seats.

“We want to make this enjoyable for
the fans and the players.”” Caldwell said.
**People don’t come to an all-star game to
ee run. run pass, punt.”’

Set to battle for time at receiver and/or
sight end during camp. which opens Sun
day are: Eric Lucas (Beallsvitle). Jason
Bahen (East Liverpool). Brandon Carroll
‘Steubenvilie). Kyle Blackman (Union
Local). Anthony Hocker (Bellaire). Zane
Butler (St. Clairsviile) and Mikey Habig
(Monroe Central).

Here is a capsule look at the players:

ERIC LUCAS, Beallsville — This for-
mer Blue Devil did a little bit of cvery-
:hing during his four year career under
Zaldwell.

The 6-fool. 185 pounder finished his
orep career with 70 touchdowns. more
:han 2.000 yards rushing and 1.800 yards
-eceiving.

He earned first-team all-Ohio afier his
senior campaign. He was also first-team
All-Eastern District. All-OVAC. All-
Times Leader and All-Valiey. He earned
four letters and was team Most Valuable
Player.

Eric. who will attend Muskingum Col-
ege. 1s the son of Rusty and Kathy Lucas.

JASON BAHEN, East Liverpool —
This former Potler was a standout at wide
receiver for the Columbiana County crew.

The 6-3. 173 pounder’s solid scason
zarned him a spot on the Quad County
Football All-Star Team as well as The
Review All-Star Team.

Bahen. who is undecided aboul his
future plans. is also a volunteer fire fighter
in Liverpool Township.

Jason is the son of Pau! and Kimberly
Bahen.

BRANDON CARROLL, Steubenville
— This two-way standout was a key mem-
ber of Coach Reno Saccoccia’s state run-
ner-up squad last season.

The 6-1. 180 pounder caught 22 passes
for 313 yards and scored four touchdowns.
Defensively, he had 46 total tackles and

Caldwell
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OVAC All-Star Football Game

three interceptions.

Carroll was named first-tecam All-
OVAC. All-Eastern District. All-Quad
County and was named Player of the Game
in the state championship game by 106.3
The River.

Along with sports. Carroll is also active
in Florida’s UAI Specd Camp. Youth Min-
istries Leader, University Scholar and
earned an academic letter.

Brandon. who plans to attend the Uni-
versity of Akron. is the son of Brian and
Sharon Carroll of Bloomingdale.

KYLE BLACKMAN, Union Local —
This Jets™ wide receiver was a big-play tar-
get all season for Coach Mark Cisar’s Jets,

The 6-4. 185 pounder hauled in 62
catches for 1,226 yards and 17 touch-
downs during his prep career. He was
named 1o the second-team All-Eastern Dis-
trict as a junior and was honorable mention
All-Buckeye 8. He was a first-team all-dis-
trict player this past season.

Along with football, Blackman lettered
four times in basketball and once in track
and field.

Kyle. who plans to attend QUE. is the
son of Fred and Kim Blackman of Bel-
mont.

ANTHONY HOCKER, Beliaire —
This Big Reds® big-play threat made life
difficult on opposing teams’ secondaries
under the guidance of then-head coach
Gregy Bonar.

The 6-1. 155 pounder made 18 catches
for 314 yards and a touchdown during his
SETOr SEason.

Along with football. Hocker also let-
tered in basketball.

Anthony. who plans to attend OUE. is
the son of Robert Hocker and Roveine
Brown of Beliaire.

MIKEY HABIG, Monroe Central —
This two-way standout was one of the
more versatile players for Coach Jay Cir-
coslit’s leam last season,

The 6-3. 225 pounder was a standowt at
defensive end and fullback and figures to
see time at tight end during this all-star
contest.

Habig earned four letters in football and
was an all-district and All-OVAC per-
former last season afler rushing for 568
yards and nine touchdowns on 98 carries.

Habig. who plans to attend Belmont
Technical College. is the son of Cathy
Markey and Bradley Habig of Woodsfield.

ZANE BUTLER, St. Clairsville -~
This defensive mainstay created his fair
share of havoe for opposing teams last sea-
son tfor Brett McLean's Red Devils.

The 6-2. 210 pounder led the Red Dev-
ils with nine sacks and he had 28 solo
tackles. He had 16 tackles for loss and was
credited with eight quarterback hurries.

He was a first-team All-Eastern Dastrict.
AH-OVAC. All-Buckeye 8. All-Times
Leader and All-Valley selection. He was
mentioned on the All-Ohio squad.

Zane. who 1s the son of Tom Butler and
Rhonda Butler. is undecided about his col-
lege plans.

OVAC Ali-Star Game

Five Selected To
Line Up at Receiver

Kramer might look to
the air more than usual

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

West Virginia head coach Bob Kramer
admits that when he calls the offense for
Weirton Madonna during the regular sea-
son. he's primarily a run-first coach.

“*We re probably about 80 percent run
and 20 percent pass.”” Kramer pointed out.

However. he's got nathing against
throwing the football and with the wide
receivers he and his West Virginia coach-
ing staff have selected for the July 26th
Rudy Mumiey OVAC Ali-Star Charity
Football Classic. the Mountaineers could
be opening things up a little bit more.

““We've got a lot of versatility with the
kids we've picked for receivers and tight
ends.”” Kramer said. *~Most of the kids
come from passing-type offenses. and
we'll take a hard look at camp and try (o
figure out what we can do.”” )

The Mountaineers will be seeking a
balance when the zame begins at Wheel-
ing Island Stadium because of the depth
and ability of the Ohio defense.

““We're going 1o try to be as balanced
as we can be.’” Kramer said. ~“We can’t
make ourselves too predictable or easy 1o
defend. and we want to get all of the kids
invoived.” )

Siated to play wide receiver and tight
end for the Mountaineers are: Jason Utt
(Magnolia). Anthony Pietranton {Madon-
na). Morgan Long (Valley). Jacob Porter
(Oak Glen) and Wes Cosper (Paden City).

Here is a capsule look at the players:

JACOB PORTER, Oak Glen — This
former Golden Bear was one of the go-to-
guys for Coach Tony Filberto's team this
past season.

The 6-foot-1. 150-pounder was named
all-OVAC and named to the All-East Liv-
erpool Review team after this past scason.

Jacob — who is the son of John and
Michelle Porter of New Cumberland —
will attend Fairmont State University.

MORGAN LONG, Valley — This
versatile two-way player did a little bit of
everything for Tom West and the Lum-
berjacks for the past four seasons.

The 6-1. 265-pounder carried the ball
32 times for 164 yards and made his
mark as a defensive end.

He recorded 249 career tackles from
his defensive end spot as well.

For his fine career. he was named to the
henorable mention all-state this past sea-
son as well as first-team All-OVAC and
second-team All-Mason Dixon.

Along with foatball. he was a four-year
member of the band. four-year member of
the FFA and he took part in track and
hoops.

Morgan — the son of Tim and Janette

. West Virginia

Long of Reader — will attend Fairmont
State University.

ANTHONY PIETRANTON, Weir-
ton Madonna — This former Blue Don
was a four-year mainstay for Kramer’s
tea.

The 6-2. 180-pounder caught 14 pass
es for 209 yards and a touchdown. For hi:
career. he caught 30 passes for 385 anc
scored two touchdowns, On the defensive
side of the ball. he recorded 41 tackle:
and eight sacks. He had 62 tackles. 1C
sacks and 15 tackles for loss.

Pietranton was second-team All-OVAC
and first-team Mason Dixon. He was alsc
a standout on the basketball court an
took part in the OVAC All-Star Game
All told. he earned 10 varsity letters.

Away from athletics, Pietranton wa
vice president of the Drama Club and
President of the Prayer Club. He playe:
the lead in the school musical for twe
years. He's also a member of the Wheel
ing and Weirton Youth Leadership Group

“Anthony — who will attend West Vir
ginia University — 1s the son of Tony an
Kathy Pietranton of Weirton. .

JASON UTT, Magnolia — This for
mer Blue Eagle had a highly productiv
career and senior season for head coac
Mark Batton.

The 6-0. 185-pounder had 1.200 yard
receiving with 13 touchdowns. As
defensive standout. he had 180 tackle
and eight interceptions,

He set the Class AA Super Six recor
with 11 catches for 138 yards. He we
All-OVAC. all-state. All-Valley and Al
Mid Ohio Valley.

Jason ~ who is the son of Rob an
Alisha Utt of New Martinsville — wi
attend Bethany College.

WES COSPER, Paden City — Th
former Wildcat did nearly everything b
sell popcorn for head coach Brent Croa
mun.

The 5-10, 190-pounder ran for 3.1¢€
yards and 40 touchdowns during his pre
career. He also passed for 2.478 yar
and 18 touchdowns and had 176 yar
and three scores receiving. Oh. by t
way. he had 310 tackles from his lin
backer spot.

He was a two-time first-team all-sta
and Ali-Valley pick. He was a three-timr
first-team AlI-OVAC selection and w
second-tearn ali-stale after his sophomo
campaign.

Along with football. Cosper was a pr
ductive member of the Wildcats baseb:
and basketball teams. He was also a mei
ber of the National Honor Society and M
Alpha Theta.

Wes — who is the son of Dave a
Susan Cosper of Paden City — W
attend West Virginia University.
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P]ayers report to begin
Mumley All-Star Camp

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

WEST LIBERTY
in the Chio Valley.

The plavers and coaches reported for the week-
long camp Sunday afternoon at West Liberty
University o prepare for this Sunday’s annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC All-Star Chanity Football Classic.

Al 33 players from both squads reported 1o camp
and were set 1o be put through physicals and a series
of team meetings before hitting the practice tield
during the evening to begin to install the systems
each team will use at Wheeling Island Stadium.

1 am really excited about this week.”” Beailsville
and Ohio head coach Dave Caldwell said. ~*This is a
great honor to be here. and I like what ['ve seen
from all of the Kids.™

Caldwell ~ who is undefeated in four other times
as the Buckeyes head coach had a tough time
finalizing his rosters after playvers dropped out and
had to be replaced. but now it’s all about football.

“All of the kids reporting makes it look like we're

It's officially all-star week

P

going to have a real nice week.”” Caldwel] said.
The West Virginia squad was under the same plan
as the Buckeyes and were scheduled to go through a |
light workout at Russek Field prior to supper time.
“*Getting to know the kids is the toughest part §
because some of them 1'd never seen before.™
Weirton Madonna and West Virginia head coach

be around them.™”

The week kicks off officially today. The players
and coaches will go through a pair of workouts daily
and they will meet the media with the annual media
day activities at West Liberty.

As 1s always the case. Wednesday the players.,
queens and cheerleaders will converge on Wheeling
Park’s White Palace for the annual George Strager
Evening with the Stars.

Friday 1s the annual Queen of Queens Pageant at
WesBanco Arena and Saturday is the pep rally at J3
West Liberty University. '

Staskey can be
sstaskevy@iimesteaderonline.com

reached at

OHIO all-star
Mikey Habig
of Monroe
Central car-
ries his lug-
gage into the
Chio dorm at

| West Liberty
A University

Sunday after-
noon. The
Ohio and

1 West Virginia

squads will
begin prepa-

- rations for

Sunday’s
game.
Additional
images may
be found at
cu.timeslead
eronline.com

! T Photo'SETH
| STASKEY
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W.Va. Strong in the Trenches

Kramer says unit
is coming together

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

Finding guys who like to hit
people in the game of football
isn't a tough challenge normally.

And West Virginia coach Bob
Kramer didn’t have much trouble
finding his defensive linemen
who would bring that attitude 10
the annual Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Charity Football Classic.
which 1s stated for Sunday. July
26 at Wheeling Island Stadium,

“We went after our defensive
linemen much like we went after
our offensive linemen.”” Kramer
said. "We wanted big. athletic
guys who who like to hi.”

With the likes of Derrick Rovi-
ra (Weiry, Jonathan Przeienski
{Bishop Donahue). Nick Ohrman
(Linsly). Dante Greco (Madonnal
and Derck Stahl {Wheeling Park).
the Mountaineers coaching staft
Jikes what they ve assembled.

“Tromm what we've scen of the
kids we're going to use, [ really
like the way this group could
come together.”” Kramer suid.

The players report Lo training
camp Sunday at West Liberty
University

Here is a capsule look at the

players:

DERRICK ROVIRA, Weir
— This former Red Rider was a
stalwart on the defensive side of
the ball for Coach Eric Meeks’
squad last fall,

The 6-foot-1. 230-pounder
logged 110 tackles this past sea-
son along with 11 sacks and 17
tackles for loss, He also recovered
two fumbles.

As a fullback. he ran for 830
yards and 11 touchdowns.

For his fine season. he was a
first-teamn all-state defensive play-
er as well as first-leam All-OVAC
and he received a special achicve-
ment award from the Ohio Valley
Dapper Dan.

He was also a standout on the
wrestling mat. finishing third m
both the OVAC and West Vir-
ginia stale tournaments,

Away from athletics. Rovira s
active in SADD. Chemistry Club
and Hi-Y.

Derrick — who will attend
West Liberty University to play
football — is the son of Dan and
Amy Rovira.

JONATHAN PRZELENSKI,
Bishop Donahue — This two-
way lineman was a standout for
Coach John Durdines™ team the
pust four seasons.

The 6-1. 233-pounder saw
time at center and tackle on the
offensive side of the ball and was
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a solid defensive tackle.

For his finc season. he was an
all-state. All-OVAC. All-Mason-
Dixon. All-Valley selection and
received the Donahue Mr. Fool-
ball Award.

Away from athletics, Przelens-
ki was a member of the National
Honor Society, received the
HOBY Award. ook part in JETS.
Quiz Bowl and is a Peer Ministry
Retreat Leader.

Jonathan — who plans on
autending West Virginia Universi-
ty — is the son of Paula and Bart
Przelenski of Wheeling.

NICK OHRMAN, Linsly -
This two-way lineman had a solid
season for Coach B.J. Depew’s
Cadets,

The 6-2. 270-pounder recorded
134 tackles and seven sacks this
past season.

For his efforts. he earned the
Stobbs Award. which is presented
to the ouistanding senior lineman.

Along with football. Ohrman
was a member of the baseball
team.

Nick — who is the son of
Kelty Ohrman of Pittsburgh —
plans on attending Duguesne.

DANTE GRECOQO, Weirton
Madonna — This two-way line-
man had a huge role in the Blue

SPORTS

Dons’ run to the Super Six under
the guidance of Kramer.

The 6-1. 270-pounder had 64
tackles. 13 tackles for loss. five
sacks. three forced fumbles. two
fumble recoveries and an inter-
ception he took back for a score.

For his fine season. he earned
first-team all-state. All-OVAC,
and All-Mason Dixon Confer-
ence.

Away from athletics. Greco is
involved in Interact. SADD ‘and
the Pep Club.

Dante — who is the son of
James and Diane Greco — plans
on attending WVU.

DEREK STAHL, Wheeling
Park — This former Patriot
made a living at the ends of both
lines for Coach Mark Nardone's
team the past few years.

The 6-1. 210-pounder was a
tight end and a defensive end for
the Patriots en route to earning a
pair of letiers.

He was a first-team all-state
defensive player. All-OVAC and
All-Valley pick.

Along with football. Staht was
a member of the Patriots™ hockey
team and helped it to back-to-
back state championships.

Away from athletics, Stahl is a
member of SADD. the Varsity
Athletic Club and the Lacrosse
Club. He's a four-vear member of
the Park High Honor Roll.

W.Va. Has Big, Fast Offensive Line

Kramer, crew knew

what they wanted

By SETH STASKEY
For The Intelligencer

The recipe for linemen in the
Mountain State was simple.

“*We were looking for good-
sized kids who could move well.”
West Virginia coach Bob Kramer
said.

Well, it appears he’s found what
he's looking for the annual Rudy
Mumley OVAC Ail-Star Charity
Football Classic continues to draw
closer 1o its July 26th kickoff at
Wheeling Island Stadium.

“*We spent a lot of time looking
at film on these linemen. and [ am
really impressed with what I've
seen from them.”” Kramer contin-
ued. ~"We stressed both size and
athleticism and we’ve found that.
But now we just got to mesh them
together and hope that can mold."”’

The Mountaineers and Buckeyes
will beain training camps for the
7:15 p.m, kickoff Sunday at West
Liberty University.

Set 1o battle for offensive line
action are: Victor DeCaria (Madon-
na}, James Gifford (Parkersburg
South). Tyler Hanna (Magnolia).
Jordan Hoiliday (Parkersburg

South), Doug Murray (Qak Glen)
and Adam Vaughn (Oak Glen).
Here is a capsule look at the play-

Is:

VICTOR DECARIA, Madon-
na — This former Blue Don was a
two-way standout for Kramer's
teamn in helping it to the Super Six
last December.

The 6-foot, 185 pounder graded
out with a 90-percent blocking per-
centage. and on the defensive side
of the ball he had 12 tackles. a tack-
le for loss and a fumble recovery in
limited defensive action.

Along with football. DeCaria is
active in basketball and baseball.

Victor. who plans on attending
West Liberty University. is the son
of Vince and Diana DeCaria of
Weirton.

JAMES GIFFORD, Parkers-
burg South — This former Patriot
was a two-way ace last season for
Coach Jon Bolen’s team.

The 6-2. 275 pounder started on
the defensive side of the ball since
his sophomore season and moved
into the offensive lineup last season.

Gifford received the Mahone Tire
Award after last season.

Along with football, Gifford was
active in band and track and field.

James, who plans to attend
Bethany College, is the son of Bill
and Debbie Gifford.

€
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TYLER HANNA, Magnolia —
This two-way lineman had a banner
season for Coach Mark Batton’s
state runnerup Blue Eagles” squad.

The 6-2. 225 pounder was a solid
defensive end with 29 solo tackles,
76 assists. two sacks. an interception
and eight tackles for loss.

He was an All-Valley pick as an
offensive lineman and was All-
OVAC. as well as a first-team all-
state selection.

Away from athletics. Hanna is
active in the community with
Young Life, flood relief. food drive
and campaigners.

Tyler. who plans on attending
West Virginia University. is the son
of Joseph and Penny Hanna of New
Martinsville.

JORDAN HOLLIDAY, Park-
ersburg South — This Patriots
two-way player was a mainstay for
Coach Bolen’s team.

The 6-3. 225 pounder logged
action at center and defensive end
last season.

He was a special mention ail-
state selection.

Along with football. Holliday
also got it done in the classroom.
earning a spot in the National Honor
Society.

Jordan. who is the son of Brenda
Holliday and Robert Holliday of
Washington, plans to attend WVU.

DOUG MURRAY, Qak Glen
— This former Golden Bear was a
key component to Coach Tony Fil-
berto’s squad last season.

The 6-0. 270 pounder saw lime
at left guard and defensive tackle.

As a defensive standout. he
recorded 59 tackles and 29 of those
were solo. He also had a sack and
two tackles for loss.

Murray served as co-captain last
season and was named to the All-
Review first team and earmed four
letters.

Doug, who is the son of Scott and
Joan Murray. plans on attending
Bethany College.

ADAM VAUGHN, Oak Glen
— This former Golden Bear was a
two-way lineman for Filberto and
company.

The 6-0. 260 pounder anchored
the offensive front and was an hon-
orable mention All-OVAC pick.

Away from athletics. Vaughn
was a member of the National
Honor Society and he received
the Denis Huff Award as well as
the Mark Wright Memorial
Award.

Adam. who is the son of Ray and
Beth Vaughn, plans on attending
WV
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Ohio backs
named for
OVAC Game

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Dave Caldwell is well known at
Beallsville for his wide-open approach to
offense. _

During his previous stints as the Ohio
head coach in the Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Charity Football Classic,
Caldwell has held litiJe back and been
successful each time he's been at
Wheeline Island Stadivm
He and his coaching stafl recently
announced the players he intends o fea-
tire at quarterback and running back for
the annual summer classic. which is slated
tor July 26th. )

A pair of first-team all-Ohioans
Jordan Barbina of Union Local and
Jeremy Murray of Maruins Ferry — are
ticketed 1o see time at guarterback.

~Obviously those two Kids are great
athletes.” Caldwell said. “When you've
got great athletes al quarterback you can
do 2 Jot of thingd and good things happen.
Wwe're looking for those two to muke
some big plays for us.”

At the running back spot. St
Clairsville’s Brody Call. Harrison
Central’s Wes Skinner, Martins Ferry™s
Matt Shreve and Steubenville's Jeryl
Christian will be doing much of the ball
carrying. :

7 Tike 1o think we've got a good com.
bination of speed. size and strength.
Caldwell continued. “You can't coach
speed. and 1 think we've gob some guys
who can flv. Speed is one of those things
¢ither you have or you don’t.”

Here is a capsule ook at the players:

JORDAN BARBINA. Union Local —
Saving this guarterback was the ques-
Loned leader of the Jets the past couple of
season could be the understatement of the
century.

Thé 6-fi-1. 180 pounder wore a lot of
hats for Coach Mark Cisar during his tWo
full seasons at the helm of the potent Jets
offense.

As a1 senior he accounted for 52 touch-
downs and 4,190 yards. He_passed for
3194 of those stripes and 32 touchdowns
through the air. He ran for 9406 yards and
19 touchdowns. He was an ace on the

" defensive side with 51 tackles and five
intereeplons. )

For his fine scason, Barbina was hirst-
tcam all-Ohio. first-icam all-Eastern
District. all-Buckeye 8. all-OVAC._aIl-
Times Leader and all-Valley. He received
the WTOV-9 Big 22 Player of the Year
Award and was also the Dapper Dan Male
Athleic of the Year. He ook part in the

See, OHIO, Page C3

W.Va. backs
set for July
26th game

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

Bob Kramer spent countiess hours
looking at films and talking to coaches
when he was sclecting his roster for the
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star
Charity Football Classic.

He knew he had to get the best of the
best to compete with Ohio during the July
16th aifair siated for Wheeling Island
Stadium and he also wanted skill players
who could do a little bit of everything
while operating his offense.

Today. the Madonna head coach
announced his backfield candidates for the
game. which will kick off at 7:1 5pm.

Slated to battle for the quarterback
duties are Wheeling Park’s Ryan
Sengewalt and Brooke’s Michael Newton.
“] have a lot of confidence in both of the
kids we selected at quarterback.” Kramer
said. “They are accurate passers and they
are elusive. so we're confident they can
do a good job for us.”
Behind those guys will be Parkersburg
South's Chanz Jarrett and Bishop
Donahue’s Matt Schrumpf as well as
Wheeling Central’s De"Vaughn Gordon
and Tyler Consolidated’s Nate Zills.

~We're really excited about the kids
we've picked at running back.” Kramer
continued, “We don’t truly use a fullback
in our offense. so 1 refer to all of the kids
as running backs and they are all good-
sized kids who have some speed. | think
they will be more than capable of getting
the job done tor us back there.”

Here is a capsule look at the players:

See, W.VA., Page C3
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Continued from Page C1

DE'VAUGHN GOR-
DON, Wheeling Central -
This former Maroon Knight
was a big play threat each
time he touched the ball for
Coach Mike Young's
Maroon Knights.

The 5-ft-10, 215
pounder was a two-time let-
terman and racked up
1,858 yards rushing and
finished with a total of 44
touchdowns. He had 778
yards receiving of his total
number of scores five of
those were off of punt
returns.

Gordon was a two-time
all-state and all-Valley
pick. He was a Big 22
tfinalist and earned all-
OVAC while winning a
total of three state chamipi
onship rings.

Along with football.
Gordon was a solid contrib-
utor to the Knights’ track
team.

De’Vaughn - who is
the son of Tammy and
Rocky Gordon of Wheeling
— will attend West Liberty
University in the fall.

CHANZ JARRELL,
Parkersburg South — This
former Patriot runner had a
big senior season for hcad
coach Jon Bolen’s squad.

The 5-ft-10, 190 pound
speedster ran for morc than
1,300 yards and 12 touch-
downs as an offensive play-
er. On the defensive side of
the ball, he was charted for
12 quarterback sacks.

For his fine season,
Jarrell was named first-
team all-state on the offen-
sive unit as well as Students
Athlete of the Game; Player
of the Game four times and
he received the Old Spice
Red Zone Player of the
Year for West Virginia.

Along with football,
Chanz is active in his
church youth group and
Senior Rat Pack.

Chanz — who is the son
of Brett and Donna Jarrell
— will attend Fairmont
State University.

MICHAEL NEWTON,
Brooke -~ This Bruins sen-
jor had a strong final season
for now retired head coach
Dave Reitter.

The 5-ft-10, 185
pounder finished as the
eighth ranked quarterback
in the state of West Virginia
with a 84-of-168 comple-
tion percentage and 1,145

yards and eight touch-
downs. All told, he had a
quarterback rating of
105.7.

He was a co-captain this
past season and received
the *I Am Third" Award.

Along with football,
Newton was a four-year
mainstay in hoops and a
three-player in baseball. He
served four years as class
president, was a member of
the National Honor Society,
attended West Virginia
Boys State and received the

Bronze, Silver and Gold
Academic Awards.

Michael — who plans
on attending Waynesburg
University - is the son of
Stanley and Joan Newion of
Wellsburg.

MATT SCHRUMPF,
Bishop Donahue - This
Bishops® speedster enjoyed
a brilliant final campaign
for head couach John
Durdines.

The 5-ft-t1. 185
pounder had a strong senior
season, running for 1.435
yards and 15 touchdowns.
He was a standoul on
defense as well with six
sacks.

For his fine campaign,
he was a second-team all-
state pick, first-team all-
Vatley and first-team all-
Mason Dixon. He was u
state high scheol player of
the week and Wheeling
Elks Marshall County
Athlete of the Month.

Along with football.
Schrumpl was a standout in
track and ficld, winning
three OVAC titles and
advancing (o the state meel.

Matt - who is the son

of Donald and Laura
Schrumpf ~ plans on fur-
thering his education at
Bethany College.
RYAN SENGEWALT,
Wheeling Park — This
Patriots” signal caller
enjoyed a strong final cam-
paign for now retired head
coach Mark Nardone.

The 6-t-2. 180 pounder
completed 77 of 133 puss-
es for 1,343 yards and 16
touchdowns last scason. He
was picked off just three
times.

Sengewalt was a first-
team all-Valley and second-
tcam ali-Valley big school
selection. He was honorable
mention all-state.

Aleng with football,
Scngewalt is a member of
the baseball team and plays
legion ball for Post 1.

The son of Gary
Sengewalt and Dawn
Sengelwat. Ryan will con-
tinue his schooling at West
Virginia University in the
fail.

NATE ZILLS. Tyler
Consolidated — This Silver
Knights running back was a
workhorse for Coach Rob
Caldwell’s team fast fall,

The 6-1t-1. 199 pounder
rushed for 1,200 yards lust
season and finished his prep
carcer with 2,690 siripes.

For his fine campaign,
he was a first-team all-
OVAC and second-team
all-staic performer on the
defensive side of the ball.
He was first-team LKC and
earncel four letiers.

Along with football,
Zills took part in track and
wrestling.

‘The son of Les Zills and
Kris Zills, Nate plans on
attending Marictta College
in the fall.
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Ohio North-South Game
earlier this summer.

Along with football,
Barbina was a four-year
starier in hoops and base-
ball.

Away from athletics,
Barbina was a member of
the Spanish Club. Junior
Sports Camps Assistant
and he takes part in Young
Life as well as the Youth
Group at the East Richland

Evangelical Friends
Church.

Jordan ~ who will play
football at Lake Erie
College — is the son of
James and Lu Anne
Barbina of Bethesda.

BRODY CALL. St
Ctlairsville — This Red
Devil ace was the go-to
offensive player for Coach
Brett McLean’s team this
past season.

The 5-ft-1}. 175
pounder ran for 950 yards
and scored 13 rushing
touchdowns. He was an ace
on the defensive side as
well with 50 tackles. As a
receiver, he grabbed 14

balls for 200 yards and
three scores. He also had
three interceptions.

Call was a first-team all-
Easiern District, all-OVAC,
ali-Buckeye 8, all-Times
Leader, all-Valley and was
named the Old Spice Red
Zone Player of the Year.

Along with sports, Call’s
a member of the Buckeye 8
student committee and also
on the Student Action
Committee.

Brody who will
attend Kent State
University ~ is the son of
Carri Wagner and Mike
Call of St. Clairsville.

JERYL CHRISTIAN,
Stenbenville ~ This Big
Red force was a key player
for Reno Saccoccia’s squad
both as a fullback and as &
linebacker.

The 6-ft-2, 230 pounder
made a living in opponent’s
backfieid as a defensive
end with 70 tackles, two
forced fumbles and 28
tackles for loss. He also had
an interception and seven
fumble recoveries. While

serving as a fullback,
Christian had four touch-
downs on 18 carries.

He was named second-
team all-District, first-team
a2l1-OVAC, all-Quad
County. Along with foot-
ball, Christian was a stand-
out in track and field.

Away from athletics, he
was a member of the Key
Club and Spanish Ciub.

Jeryl — who is the son
of Veronica Price and
Terrell Scyles — plans on
attending the University of
Akron.

JEREMY MURRAY,
Martins Ferry This
Purple Rider made the tran-
sition to quarterback a
scamless one this past sea-
son for Coach Dave
Bruney's OVAC, Buckeye
8 championship squad.

The 5-f1-8, 185 pounder
established new Purple
Rider benchmarks in rush-

ing yards for a career and a
season when he put up
2.125 yards this past sea-
son with 35 touchdowns.
He finished his prep career

with 4,190 stripes on the
ground.

Through the air. he
amassed 990 vards passing
with six touchdowns. All
told, he scored 70 career
touchdowns.

He was a first-team all-
Ohioan this past year after
earning co-Eastern District
Player of the Year in
Division IV. He was a first-
team all-OVAC, all-
Buckeye 8, all-Valley and
all-Times Leader selection.
He also took part in the
Ohijo North-South All-Star
Game.

Murray also lettered in
track and field during his
prep days.

Jeremy — who is the
son of Dawn Stewart -
will continue his academic
and athletic careers at Mt.
Union College in the fall.

MATT SHREVE.
Martins Ferry This
Purple Rider missed the
early portion of his senior
season, but appeared as if
he didn’t miss a beat once
he returned in helping to

lead Bruney’s squad to the
Region 15 championship
game.

The 6-ft, 215 pounder
was a solid two-way per-
former. As a blocking back.
he paved the way for the
aforementioned Murray and
countless other Ferry run-
ners to rush for more than
4,000 yards this past sea-
son.

On the defensive side of
the ball, Shreve played with
reckless abandon. He fin-
ished his career with 362
tackles, including 122 this
past season. He had 10
sacks.

He was a two-time first-
team all-Buckeye 8: all-
Eastern District, all-OVAC,
second-team all-Ohio as a
senior and twice named 10
the all-Times Leader team.

Along with football,
Shreve was a standout
wrestler for the Purple.
qualifying to the state tour-
nament.

Matt -~ who plans on
attending Mt. Union
College — is the son of

Kramer Likes W.Va. Backfield

Newton, Sengewalt are
picked to play quarterback

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register
Bob Kramer spent countless
hours looking at films and talking to
coaches when he was selecting his
roster for (he annuat Rudy Mumley
OVAC All-Star Charity Football
Classic,
He knew he had to get the best of
the best 1o compete with Ohio dur-
ing the July 26th affair slated for
| Wheeling Island Stadium, and he

also wanted skill players who could
do a little bit of everything while
operating his offense.

Today. the Madonna coach
announced his backfield candidates
for the game. which will kick off at
713 p.m.

Sluted to battle for the quarter-
back duties are Wheeling Park’s
Ryan Sengewalt and Brooke's
Michael Newton.

*] have a lot of confidence in
hoth of the kids we selected at quar-
terback.”” Kramer sind. " They are
accurate passers and they are ¢lu-
sive, 0 we're confident they can do
a good job for us.™

Behind those guys will be Park-
ersburg South’s Chanz Jarrell and
Bishop Donahue’s Matt Schrumpf.
as well as Wheeling Central’s De’-
Vaughn Gordon and Tyler Consoli-
dated’s Nate Zills

We're really excited about the
kids we've picked at running back.™
Kramer continued. “*We don’t truly
use a fullback in our offense. so 1
refer to all of the kids as running
backs und they are all good-sized
Kids who have some speed. I think
thev will be more than capable of
getting the job done for us back
there.””

Here is a capsule look at the play-
ers!

DE'VAUGHN GORDON,
Wheeling Central — This former
Maroon Knight was a big-play
threat cach time he touched the bail
for Coach Mike Young's team.

The 5-toot-E). 215 pounder was
a two-time letterman and racked up
1.858 vards rushing and finished
with a total of 44 touchdowns. He
had 778 vards receiving. and of his
total number of scores, five were
punt returns,

OVAC Foothall

Gordon was a two-time ail-state
and All-Valley pick. He was a Big
22 finalist and earned all-OVAC
while winning a total of three state
championship rings.

Along with football. Gordon was
a solid contributor to the Knights
track team.

De’Vaughn. who is the son of
Tammy and Rocky Gordon of
Wheeling. will attend West Liberty
University in the fall.

CHANZ JARRELL, Parkers-
burg South — This former Patriots
runner had a big senior season for
Coach Jon Bolen’s squad.

The 5-¥0. 190-pound speedster
ran for more than 1.300 yards and
12 touchdowns as an offensive
player. On the defensive side of the
ball. he was charted for 12 quarter-
back sacks.

For his fine season. Jarrell was
named first-team all-state on the
offensive unit as well as Students
Athlete of the Game; Player of the
Game four times and he received
the Old Spice Red Zone Player of
the Year for West Virginia.

Along with football. Chanz is
active in his church youth group and
Senior Rat Pack.

Chanz. who is the son of Brett
and Donna Jarrell. will attend Fair-
mont State University.

MICHAEL NEWTON, Brooke
— This Bruins senior had a strong
season for now retired coach Dave
Reitter.

The 5-10. 185 pounder finished
as the eighth-ranked quarterback in
the state of West Virginia by com-
pleting 84 of 168 puasses with
1.145 yards and eight touchdowns.
All told. he had a quarterback rat-
ing of 105.7. ’

He was a co-captain last season
and received the "1 Am Third’
Award.

Along with football. Newton was
a four-year mainstay in hoops and a
three-year player in baseball. He
served four years as class president.
was a member of the National
Heonor Society; attended West Vir-
ginia Boys State and received the
Bronze. Silver and Gold Academic
Awards.

Michael. who plans on attending
Waynesburg University, is the son
of Stanley and Joan Newton of

Wellsburg.

MATT SCHRUMPF, Bishop
Donahue -- This Bishops speedster
enjoyed a brilliant final campaign
for coach John Durdines.

The 5-11. 185 pounder hud a
strong senior season. running for
1.455 yards and 15 touchdowns. He
was a standout on defense as well
with six sacks.

For hts fine campaign. he was a
second-team all-state pick. first-
team all-Valley and first-team all
Mason Dixon. He was a state high
school Plaver of the Week and
Wheeling Elks Marshall County
Athlete of the Month.

Along with football. Schrumpt
was a standout in track and field.
winning three OVAC titles and
advancing to the state meet.

Matt. who is the son of Donald
and Laura Schrumpf, plans on fur-
thering his education at Bethany
College. :

RYAN SENGEWALT, Wheel-
ing Park — This Patriots quarter-
back enjoyed a strong final cam-
paign for now retired coach Mark
Nardone.

The 6-2. 180 pounder completed
77 of 133 passes for |.343 yards
and |6 touchdowns last season. He
was picked off three times.

Sengewalt was a second-team
All-Valley Big School selection. He
was honorable mention all-state.

Along with football. Sengewalt is
a member of the baseball team and
plays legion ball for Post I. The son
of Gary Sengewalt and Dawn Sen-
gelwat, Ryan will continuc his
schooling at West Virginia Univer-
sity in the fall,

NATE ZILLS. Tyler Consoli-
dated — This Silver Knights run-
ning back was a workhorse for
goach Rob Caldwell’s team last
all.

The 6-1. 199 pounder rushed for
1.200 yards land finished his prep
career with 2,690,

For his fine campaign. he was a
first-team all-OVAC and second-
team all-state performer on the
defensive side of the ball. He was
first-team LKC and earned four let-
ters.

Along with footbalt. Zills took
part in track and wrestling.

The son of former OVAC All-
Star Les Zills and Kris Zills, Nate
plans on attending Marietta College
in the fall.

Michael and Barbara
Shreve of Dillonvale.
WES SKINNER.

Harrison Central — This
Huskie was the speedsier of
the backfield for Coach
Justin Kropka's squad last
fall. .
The 5-f1-8. 170 pounder
ran for 1,069 yards and 10
scores last year for the
Huskies. He caught eight
balls for 168 yards and
three scores. All told. he
rushed for 2.713 yards and
24 touchdowns.

For his fine season.
Skinner was named to the
firsi-team  all-Eastern
District and was second-
team ali-Chio in 2008. He
was a three-time all-
Buckeye 8 pick and an all-
Times Leader selection.

Along with football,
Skinner qualified twice to
the Division 1I state track
meel.

Wes who plans on
attending Ohio University

— is the son of Alvin
Skinner and Cindy
Barnhart.
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West Virginia Unveils
Final Pieces to its Puzzle

By SETH STASKEY

For the News-Register

The final pieces of the
West Virginia roster are set.

West Virgtmia coach Bob
Kramer announced his line-

backers, defensive backs
and placekicker for Sun-
day’s Rudy Mumley OVAC
All-Star Charity Football
Classic to be held at Wheel-
ing 1sland Stadiunt.

“We feel like the strong
oint of our team is our
inebacker group.” Kramer

said. “*We want to be able
te utilize them the best we
can.

*Some of the guys are
big and versatile enough
that they could see time as
defensive linemen too
depending on the situa-
tion.”

As for the defensive
backfield. Kramer and his
staff spent a lot of time try-
ing to piece this group
together since he knows it’ll
be challenged by an explo-
sive Ohio offense.

**We feel we got the best
defensive backs available,”
Kramer pointed out.
““We've got to be ready for
whatever Ohio throws at us.
We're confident the kids
we"ve picked are able to do
the job that’s been asked of
them.™

Here is a capsule look at
the players:

BRANDON SPROUSE,
Magnolia — This versatile
former Blue Eagle plaved a
key role in the success
experienced last season
under the guidance of coach
Mark Batton.

The 6-foot. 175 pounder
saw time at receiver, safety
and linebacker and recorded
30 receptions for 800 yards
and eight touchdowns {n his
career. He also had six
interceptions. 212 tackles.
20} of those for loss.

Sprouse. who transfered
from River. eamed second-
team ail-PVC and honor-
able mention Eastern Dis-
wrict as an underclassman,

Brandon. who is unsure
of his future plans. is the
son of Mark and Buffy
Sprouse of New Mar-
tinsville.

MICHAEL SCOTT,
Cameron — This former
Dragon was a two-way

I standout under coach Jim

Rogers.

The 5-9, 190 pounder
saw time on the offensive
line and at linebacker.

For his efforts he earned
first team All-Valley. All-
Mason Dixon and second
team all-state honors.

Scott was also active in
basketball and baseball for
the Dragons.

Michael, who is the son
of Lisa Yoss of Cameron.
will attend West Liberty.

JONATHAN HOOD,
Brooke — This placekicker
wias one of the more accu-
rate ones in the area under
coach Dave Reitter.

The 5-10. 170 pounder
was true on 42 of 44 on

| extra points and 6 of 8 field

goals with a long of 43
yards.

Along with football, he
was active 1n soccer. class
play, Madrigal Choir and
Bruins at the Cross.

Jonathan. who will attend
West Virginia Wesleyan, is
the son of Randy Hood and
Pam Lizon and he resides in

OVAC FooTBALL

Follansbee.

JOEY CAPITO,
Madonna — This line-
backer was a standout for
Kramer’s state runner-up
squad last season.

The 5-11. 173 pounder
checked in with 107 career
tackles. 12 sacks and two
interceptions. He had three
forced and three recovered
fumbles,

The AlI-OVAC student
was second team All-Mason
Dixon and was special men-
tion All-Valley as a junior.

Along with football,
Capito was a letterman in
basketbali and track.

Away from sports. he
was in SADD, Interact
Club. JETS. National Honor
Society. Prayer Club, Pro-
Life Alliance of Youth. An
Club. Pep Club and year-
book staff.

Joseph. who will attend
WVU to major in biochem-
istry. is the son of John and
Darlene Capito of Weirton.

ARTIE CHAPPELL,
Weir — This former Red
Rider was a standout at
middle linebacker for Coach
Eric Meek’s team the last
four seasons.

He recorded three-year
totals of 217 tackles, three
sacks and three fumble
recoveries. He forced five
fumbles and had an inter-
ception.

Chappell was a Wendy's
High School Heisman nom-
inee and carried a 3.15
grade point average and was
a member of the Hi-Y Club.

Artie, who's the son of
Dee and Art Chappell. will
attend Fairmont State.

ZACH FOOSE, Wheel-
ing Central — This former
Maroon Knight was a stand-
out on the defensive side for
Coach Mike Young's club.

The 5-11, 200 pounder
averaged more than 8 yards
per carry during his senior
season and he was in the top
five for tackles since his
sophomore season. He also
led the team in sacks last
season.

He was a second team
all-state pick and a first-
ream All-Valley pick while
serving as team captain.

Away {rom football.
Foose is active in peer min-
istry and sings in the senior
men’s choir.

Zach, who is the son of
Maria and Robert Foose of
Wheeling. plans on attend-

ing West Liberty.
DAN GORDON,

Wheeling Central — This
former Maroon Knight was
one of the players that every
team had to game plan for
under Young.

The 6-2. 225 pounder
logged more than 300 tack-
les and 20 plus sacks for his
career. He also had two
interceptions and three
forced fumbles.

Gordon was a two-time,
first team all-stater and a
second-team pick as a soph-
omore, He was a two-time
All-Valley squad captain
and was team Defensive
Player of the Year three
times and Team Most Valu-
able Player as a senior.

He was a three-time All-
OVAC pick.

Gordon also lettered in
basketball for the Maroon

Knights.

Dan. who is the son of
Gordon and Janet Gordon,
will attend Robert Morris
and play foothall.

MIKE HENDERSON,
Brooke — This former
Bruin was a standout at
linebacker for Coach Reit-
ter's team last season.

The 6-2. 235 pounder
recorded 105 tackles and
had 124 assists last season.
He had 104 stops as a jun-
ior.

He was a second-team
All-Valley selection and all-
state pick.

Away from football.
Henderson is active in
Karate.

Mike. who plans on
attending West Liberty Uni-
versity. is the son of Keith
and Dana Henderson of
Wellsburg.

RYAN LEWICKI,
John Marshall — This
former Monarch was a
bright spot in an otherwise
down season for the Glen
Dale-based school and
coach Dan Wilson.

The 5-9. 210 pounder
was a standout at line-
backer. recording 63 tackles
in only five games before he
was lost to an injury. He
was in'on 107 stops as a
junior. He also a kicker and
had 18 PATs and a field
goal as a junior.

Despite missing half the
season, he was still an hon-
orable mention all-state
pick. As a junior he carned
the same honor.

Ryan. who is the son of
Roger and Sue Lewicki of
Moundsville. will play
baseball at West Virginia
Wesleyan. )

ERIC MENDEN-
HALL, Wheeling Park —
This former Patriol was a
versatile player as a receiver
and defensive back for
Coach Mark Nardone’s
team the last several years.

The 6-0. 185 pounder
recorded 91 tackles. recov-
ered two fumbles and
picked off a pass as a defen-
sive whiz. He also had 33
carries for 270 yards and
five scores.

He was a first-team All-
OVAC. honorable mention
all-state pick as well as the
state winner of the West
Virginia Athletic Director’s
Association Scholarship.
He's also a member of the
National Honor Scciety and
a finalist for the West Vir-
ginia Wendy's High School
Heisman.

Mendenhall was also
active in Varsity Athletic
Club. Student Council, Key
Club. SAAD. JETS. camp
instructor for the Little
Patriots and OVAC Foot-

ball Camp.
Eric. who is the son of
Thomas and Cheryl

Mendenhatl. will attend The
College of William &
Mary.
RICARDO FARROW,
Wheeling Park — This
former Patriot was a stand-
out in the defensive second-
ary for Nardone and the
Patriots.

Farrow was a first-team
All-valley selection and
earned special mention all-
state.

Along with football. Far-
row was co-captain of the
Patriots baseball team and
was a first-team All-Valley
pick on the diamond.



