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ST. CLAIRSVILLE’S Shane Scheuer
approaches the finish fine. He led the
Red Devils to the Class 3-A title, which
is their second straight.

Foster wins overall to lead
Irish boys; Central girls win

By SETH STASKEY .
Times Leader Sports Editor

T-1, Photo/SETH STASKEY
WHEELING PARK’S Courtney Yasger
rens toward the finish line and a sec-
ond-place finish. She led the Lady Pats
to the team title.

BYESVILLE - The St. John Ceniral boys cross
country team has its eyes on a possible big prize in

four weeks at Scioto Downs in Columbus.
However, the Fighting Irish came
here with a similar goal.
. Capture the entire thing.
And Coach Jeremy Midei’s

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
ST. CLAIRSVILLE’S Kate Hodgson
makes her way to the finish at
Saturday's OVAC meet. She led the
Lady Devils to the title.

OVAC CC champs crowned

4 St. C. sweeps Class 3-Atitles
once again; Morgan repeats

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor

third overall and second on his team as

T-L PhotE‘l‘H smsx
ST. JOHN'S Luke Holubeck finished

the Fighting Irish claimed the overall
and Class A/AA titles Saturday.

BYESVILLE — It was about the middle of this
past week when St. Clairsville girls cross country
coach Heidi Mooney really sat down and began
looking at other times entering
Saturday morning’s Cal Pokas

OVAC  Cross  Country 48 s
Championship here. / '
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By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor
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By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Editor
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BYESVILLE - The St. John Central boys cross
country team has its eyes on a possible big prize in
four weeks at Scioto Downs in Columbus.

However, the Fighting Irish came
here with a similar goal.

. Capture the entire thing. .

And Coach Jeremy Midei’s
well-trained harriers did just that
impressively. capturing their
fifth overall OVAC Cross
Country Championship in the last ™8
six years and in the process claimed
the OVAC Class 1-A/2-A class title,
scoring just 50 points, _

“We didn’t back off from this (meet) because of
the larger goal.” Midei said moments after his fifth }
runner crossed the finish line at Meadowbrook High
Schootl. “This is the first time, we’ve really ran
against the local teams. and that’s important to us
because you want to run well locally.”

The Irish had a rough week, batiling the normal
sickness and bumps and bruises that are going around
this time of the year, but the state’s number one-
ranked Division Il squad came out and still placed
six of their seven varsity competiiors inside the
meet's Top 20, earning each of them afl-OVAC.

“We were really geared up for this meet,” Midei
said. “We ran a little better than I thought we would
given the week we had.” ' _ :

Ieading the way for the Irish was senior standout
Sam Foster who got the Irish rolling on the score
sheet with a championship run in a solid time of
16:10, which was 10 seconds better than his nearest
runner. ST : e e

“Everything went according to plan for Sammy,” . } T-L Phot :
Midei said. “We were very relaxed in the first mile or' ST. JOHN'S Sam Foster approaches-the finish line for the victory
so, but in the second half of the race during the big in Saturday’s OVAC CC Championship at Meadowbrook High

School. Additional images may be viewed atf

‘See, SJC, Page C2 cu.timesleaderoniine.com .
Wheeling Park boys roll; Girls edge Buckeye on tie-breaker
By SETH STASKEY holdovers returning from their team compétition in two weeks will return to

Times Leader Sports Editor from a year age — ran roughshod over the course Saturday at its own Wheeling

) the 4-A competition, {inishing with 64 Park Invitational — placed three runners
BYESVILLE - The Wheeling Park points, which bettered runner-up East inside the top 10 overall and their scor-
Patriots claimed the state title a year Liverpool by 188 points Saturday ing stopped after the 28th overall place.
ago in West Virginia Class 3:A. & UX 7. moming. “All of our kids ran our season-hest

However, gra‘duatmn AN 4. “We were excited to come over times,” Jebbia said, “We had the three in
claimed the state’s and here and run a fast course after the top 10, and those guys have been
Wheeling Park’s best in Ryan B being on so many hills early in pretty steady, but our fourth, fifth and
Beaboqt, . . s /-..4" the season,” the classy Jebbia sixth have been steadily improving each

It didn’t slow down Coach ¥ ' 4Y remarked. “Our main goal was week, and mow we’ve got three guys
Michael Jebbia's Patriots dur- ¥ to win the 4-A and running who could be in any type of order com-
ing Saturday's OVAC Cal Pokas

* Cross Country Championship held going fo help us down the road in our  Leading the way for the Patriots was
here at Meadowbrook High School. state meet.” senior Kyle Gramlich who was second
- The Patriots — with several key Wheeling Park — which opens state See, PARK, Page C2

BYESVILLE - It was about the middle of this
% past week when St. Clairsville girls cross country
coach Heidi Mooney really sat down and began
looking at other times entering
Saturday morning’s Cal Pokas 4
OVAC .
Championship here. : /
The fact that her Lady Red
Devils had an opportunity — \,
barring something unforseen and %
outside distractions such as
4 Saturday-  being  St.  C.'s .
{ Homecoming Dance — to claim the overall champi-
B onship as well as the Class 3-A title,
“I was like, ‘could this be?,”” Mooney asked her-
b self. “Could we really have a shot at this? 1t looked
§ like we had a chance, and our girls really came and
performed today.”
The Lady Red Devils’ goal of an overall title

. . A . e %
against a team like St. John is ing in. BARNESVILLE'S Stephanie Morgan heads
toward the finish line with a victory in the OVAC
Cal Pokas Cross Country Championship held
Saturday at Meadowbrook High School.

Cross  Country 48

See, ST. C., Page C2
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UNION LOCAL'S

Brandon Nicholes
tries to break free

from Bellaire's "By KIM NORTH )
Casey Davis (68) Times Leader Sparts Writer
ch
Manninzn(g)zc?ur- At this point of the high school football
ing the first half of season. a head coach will take a win any

Qatuirdauv’s aama way he can get it.

Union Local staves off
Bellaire to improve to 6-1

second half we sputtered. Give them
(Bellaire) credit, though. Their kids played
very well defensively in the second half, and
they didn't give up.” ‘

UL (6-1) took a 7-0 lead ini the waning
moments of the first quarter when Kvle



SPORTS

ISR R a
T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
ST. JOHN'S Sarah Kosky heads to-the finish line in
third place overall.-She led the Lady Irish with a time of
19:33. Additiprnial images may be found at
cu.timesleaderoniine.com
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Continued from Page C1

loop it gets a little more mental, and we felt that was Sam’s
territory.”

For Foster, the individual title was his first and ever since
he watched his older brother Zach finish second, bringing
home the OVAC title was something he had longed.

“It was really exciting, and I was thinking about how dis-
. appointed my brother was when he got second his senior
year, so I kind of used that as motivation,” Foster noted. “1
came in here worrying about the team and trying to do as
well as T could to help the team win.”

Foster came through the early portions of the race in sev-
enth or 50 place, but made his move on the aforementioned
loep in the second and third miles that Midei eluded to.

“I just had to stay under control mentally during the first
mile,” Foster explained. “One of the my teammates told me
to use my gut. I stayed smart, but when T saw (Wheeling
Park’s Kyle) Gramlich take off, I just went with him, and I
was by myself pretty much.”

Luke Holubeck was third overall and the second Irishman
across the line, posting a time of 16:21,

Matt Moscato broke the tape in 1 [th place overall with a
16:47. The Irish sealed the deal for their title by coming
across the line in succession in places 17-19 with the likes
of Ian Gulley, Marty Swartz and Ramon Nieves. resnective-

@ Park—-—

Continued from Page C1

overall in a time of 16:20.

Russell Mulley was fifth

overall in 16:27 and Logan
Waojcik was eighth in 16:39.

“We've got guys who've
been varsity runners since
they were freshman,” Jebbia
said. "They've been on big
stages throughout their

careers whether it's at

OVAC or at the state meet.”
The Patriots’ scoring was

rounded out by Kevin -
Busick (22nd) and Ethan

Chapman Casey (28th).

- Weir High’s Ronald Read
— who some thought could
contend for the overall title
coming in — finished fourth
in the event with a time of
16:25,

- THE LADY PATRIOT
girls had gotten used to win-
ning OVAC titles, claiming
four in a row until Buckeye
Local rose to occassiqn and

knocked the Lady Pats off

their perch a year ago.

Lo and behold, the same
two squads were duking it
out once again in 2008 and
they actually finished in a tie
with 143 points, but the
OVAC hardware went back

to Ohio County on the tie-

breaker, which is the sixth
runner comparisen of both
squads. '

~ "I was trying to get the
times and places at the end,
but it was difficult and I
krew it was going to be
tight,” Jebbia said. “We had
some young Kids step up and
pass people in the end. I
guess this was like overtime
in basketball. We just treated
the crowd to some free cross
country.”

Leading the way for the
Lady Patriots was none other
tham senior standout
Courtney Yaeger who fin-
ished second to Barnesville’s
Stephanie Morgan in a solid
time of 19:01.

“Courtney ran very well,”
Jebbia said. “She ran a great
race, and I think she’ll con-
tinue to bring her times
down.”

", Lauren Tarovisky é.nd

Ann Marie Sorg finished
30th and 31st overall and
second and third for the
Lady Patriots. Madison
Moiris was the fourth Park

Y A
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WHEELING
CENTRAL'S
Jasse John
leads St.
Clairsville’s
Cassandra
Prezzia and
Indian Creek’s
Chelsea

i Furdato the
finish line dur-
ing Saturday's
OVAC CC
Championship

T-L Photo/SETH
STASKEY

Continued from Page C1

turned into reality at Meadowbrook High
School. St. Clairsville — packed six runners
inside the tap 23 en route to 59 points,
which was 30 better than Wheeling Central
and doubles the score put forth by Class 3-A
runaer-up Barnesville,

“l am tickled,” Mooney said. “The girls
ran a super race. They didn't go bonkers at
the start, They were strong in the middle and
ran a great end of the race.”

St. Clairsville was once again led by sen-
ior Kate Hodgson who continues to improve
with each passing mile. She finished fifth
overall in a time of 20:20,

Sophomore Jamie Perzanowski — who
came to St. C. from St. John during the off-
season - finished eighth overall in a time
of 20:30. Cassandra Prezzia was 12th over-
all and third for the Lady Devils in a time of
20:41.

Christina Seamon put forth another
strong race for the Lady Red Devils, placing
16th overall in a time of 20:47. Jamie
Garbash was 22nd overall to close out the
scoring for St. C. with a time of 21:33.

“It was a total team effort,” Moouey said.
“The pack running we have really helps us
and it creates a healthy atmosphere.”

The 3-A title marks the second straight
and second in school history for the Red
Devils, but the feeling didn’t change for

in the race, posting a time of 20:32. Allison
Healey rounded out the all-OVAC contin-
gent with a 20th place effort in a time of
21:18.

Harrison Central — which finished third
in Class 3-A — was led by junior Ericka

‘Skinner who finished fourth overall in a

time of 19:55. The Lady Huskies' Lauren
Yoho was 17th in 20:58,

THE ST. CLAIRSVILLE boys came into
their meet as the favorites once again and
sure enough, Coach Tony Ciroli’s Red
Devils delivered their third consecutive
OVAC Championship Trophy to the
Belmont County Seat.

“l think we could have ran a better race,
and there are some things we definitely need
fo work on,” Ciroli said. “All of the other
meets this season have been in preperation
for this meet and the postseason, so we don’t
have a lot of time, but I am hoping within
the next couple of weeks, we can come
together a little bit more.”

The Red Devils finished with 100 points,
which was 66 better than Class 3-A run-
nerup Barnesville. -

“The weather really helped our kids
today,” Ciroli said of the ideal running con-
ditions. “We finally got rid of that heat and
the rain (Saturday morning) helped us too.”

Tho Dad Maxrile nnsaa intn tha



’ T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
ST. JOHN'S Sarah Kosky heads to-the finish line in
third place overall.-She led the Lady Irish with a time of
19:33. Additiprial images may be found at
cu.timesleaderonline.com
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loop it gets a little more mental, and we felt that was Sam's
ferritory.”

For Foster, the individual title was his first and ever since
he watched his older brother Zach finish second, bringing
home the OVAC title was something he had longed.

“It was really exciting, and I was thinking about how dis-
- appointed my brother was when he got second his senior
year, so 1 kind of used that as motivation,” Foster noted. *1
came in here worrying about the team and trying to do as
well as I could to help the team win.”

Foster came through the early portions of the race in sev-
enth or so place, but made his move on the aforementioned
loop in the second and third miles that Midei eluded to.

“I just had to stay under control mentally during the first
mile,” Foster explained. “One of the my teammates told me
io use my gut, I stayed smart, but when I saw (Wheeling
Park’s Kyle) Gramlich take off, I just went with him, and 1
was by myself pretty much.”

Luke Holubeck was third overall and the second Irishman
across the line, posting a time of 16:21,

Matt Moscato broke the tape in 1 1th place overall with a
16:47. The Irish sealed the deal for their title by coming
across the line in succession in places 17-19 with the likes
of Tan Gulley, Marty Swartz and Ramon Nieves, respective-
ly. )

“It’s tough to get up every week and that’s why the little
bit of time we tuke off each week is big to help us get up
and ready to go,” Midei confirmed. “We kind of relaxed a
little bit to get a little hungrier for this race and it worked
out well because our kids were focused and everything went
to plan.” :

Caldwell — which finished second in the team race in the
stall-school division — had one all-OVAC finisher in 16th
in Brandon Sailing in 17:17. ‘

Fort Frye's Jeremy Anderson was all-OVAC, finishing
seventh overall in a time of 16:33. Wheeling Central’s Rob
Bonenberger was all-conference thanks to a 15th place fin-
ishinatimeof 17:14, T

THE LADY MAROON KNIGHTS were one of the
unknowns coming into the Cal Pokas OVAC meetl. The
Lady Knights of Heather Wayt hadn’t ran much in the Ohio
Valley, electing to go around the state of West Virginia to
scope out cornpetition for the upcoming post-season.

However, Central proved its worth Saturday on the girls’
side, scoring 89 poinis to win the small-school division and
finish second overall. :

“I thought we would run well today, and our-girls still
exceeded what I expected in terms of tites we ran,” Wayt
said. “We run a lot of races against the competition we'll

. see in the regional and in the state, and this was the first
time we ran a lot of these teams from Ohio, so I think our
results might be a little bit deceiving.”

The title marks the Lady Knights” second in the school
history with their only other one coming in 2004,

Leading the way for Central was Jesse John who finished
| Lth overall in a time of 20:41. Kelly Mortakis and Brianna
Robbins were second and third across for Central, posting
places of 14¢h and 15th, respectively with times of 20:46
and 20:47.

Claire Caruso was the fourth Lady Knight and 23rd aver-
all finisher in 21:41 with Molly Kurtz serving as the No. 5
runner for Central in a time of 22:26, which was good for

" 35th place.
“We didn’t even field a full team a lot of the times last

out once again in 2008 and
they actually finished in a tie
with 143 points, but the
OVAC hardware went back
to Ohio County on the tie-
breaker, which is the sixth
runner comparison of both
squads.

“I was trying to get the
times and places at the end,
but it was difficult and I
knew it was going to be
tight,” Jebbia said. “We had
some young Kids step up and
pass people in the end. I
guess this was like overtime
in basketball. We just treated
the crowd to some free cross
country.”

Leading the way for the
Lady Patriots was none other
than senior standont
Courtney Yaeger who fin-
ished second to Barnesville's
Stephanie Morgan in a solid
time of 19:01.

“Courtney ran very well,”
Jebbia said. “She ran a great
race, and I think she’ll con-
tinue to bring her times
down.” :

.Lauren Tarovisky and
Ann Marie Sorg finished
30th and 31st overall and
second and third for the
Lady Patriots. Madison
Morris was the fourth Park
runner to cross with Megan
Gallaway serving as the fifth
runner, but it was the late
surge by Lacey Dunaway as
the sixth Park harrier to
cross, which gave the Park
the gold trophy a trip to the
Banquet of Champions in
May.

Runner-up Buckeye
Local was led by senior
Sherry Borsos who finished
sixth overall in a time of
20:21. Leah Figurski was
18th for the Lady Panthers
in a time of 21:02.

Indian Creek’s Chelsea
Furda was 13th overall in a
time of 20:43 to lead the
Lady Redskins,

Staskey can be reached at

Cal Pokas OVAC

GIRLS
TEAM SCORES: St. Ciairsville, 59:
Wheeling Central, 89; Barnesville, 118;
Caldwell, 142; Wheeling Park, 143; Buckeye
Local, 143; Harrison Central, 144; St. John

Continued from Page C1

turned into reality at Meadowbrook High
School. St. Clairsville — packed six ruaners
inside the top 25 en route to 59 points,
which was 30 better than Wheeling Central
and doubles the score put forth by Class 3-A
runner-up Barmesville.

“I am tickled,” Mooney said. “The girls
ran a super race. They didn’t go bonkers at
the start. They were strong in the middle and
ran a great end af the race.”

St. Clairsville was once again led by sen-
tor Kate Hadgson who continues to improve
with each passing mile. She finished fifth
overdll in a time of 20:20.

Sophomore Jamie Perzanowski- — who
came to St. C. from St. John during the off-
season — finished eighth overall in a time
of 20:30. Cassandra Prezzia was 12th over-
all and third for the Lady Devils in a time of
20:41. ,

Christina Seamon put forth another
strong race for the Lady Red Devils, placing

.16th overall in a time of 20:47. Jamie

Garbash was 22nd overall to close out the
scoring for St. C. with a time of 21:33.

“It was a total team effort,” Mooney said.
“The pack running we have really helps us
and it creates a healthy atmosphere.”

The 3-A title marks the second straight
and second in school history for the Red
Devils, but the feeling didn’t change for
Mooney and company from 2007.

“T am really excited,” Mooney offered.
“These kids have worked hard and deserve
everything they are receiving.” -

While the Lady Red Devils won the over-
all title and there was suspense, there was
very little suspense entering the meet who
the runner to beat for the girls’ individual
title was,

Bamesville's Stephanie Morgan — who
continues to sift through Division I college
offers — continued her quest for a second

straight state championship by winning her-

third straight OVAC title in a sizzling time
of 18:33. : :

“It was a good effort,” Morgan said. “I
kind of wanted to run in the 17s, but I was
kind of tight, and I want to be ready for next
week.” ' :

Morgan’s schedule allers some from the
rest of her Lady Shamrock teammates, She’s
flying to Alabama to take part in a national-
ly-recognized meet whereas the remainder
of the Lady Rocks will run at the QVCCL
Championship, , :

“T am not going to lie, almost all of my
splils were slow today,” Morgan relayed.
“We went out slow at like 5:40 pace and it
wasn’t what I wanted, but T ran to the condi-
tions. Today wasn't my day, but that's
okay.”

Barnesville's Karly Jones finished ninth

Ericka Skinnar
Hodgsan (5t. C.), 20:20; 4,
- Parzanowskl (St C.), 20:30; 5.
(Barnes), 20:32; 6. Cassandra

in the race, posting a time of 20:32. Allison
Healey rounded out the all-OVAC contin-
gent with a 20th place effort in a time of
21:18.

Harrison Central — which finished third
in Class 3-A — was led by junior Ericka

‘Skinner who finished fourth overall in a

time of 19:55. The Lady Huskies’ Lauren
Yoho was 17th in 20:58,

THE ST. CLAIRSVILLE boys came into
their meet as the favorites once again and
sure encugh, Coach Tony Ciroli’s Red
Devils delivered their third consecutive
OVAC Championship Trophy to the
Belmont County Seat. .

“I think we could have ran a better race,
and there are some things we definitely need
fo work on,” Ciroli said. “All of the other
meets this season have been in preperation
for this meet and the postseason, so we don’t
have a lot of time, but [ am hoping within
the next couple of weeks, we can come
together a little bit more,”

The Red Devits finished with 100 points,
which was 66 better than Class 3-A run-
nerup Bamesville. -

“The weather really helped our kids
today,” Ciroli said of the ideal running con-
ditions. “We finally got rid of that heat and
the rain (Saturday morning) helped us too.”

The Red Devils came into the season
amidst turmoil and runner defections, but
resiliency has been the key as they have con-
tinued to mesh as a unit.

“We’ve been resilient and we’ve per-
formed all season,” Ciroli said. “T tell peo-
ple, ‘everyone's replaceable, including me.’
Usually what happens when a vacancy
becomes available someone steps up and
fills it, and I was lucky to have a lot of kids
who wanted to fill that spot.” -

Leading the way for the Red Devils was
Shane Schever who finished $ixth overall in
a time of 16:30. Junior Alex Thomburg fin-
ished 10th overall and second for St. C. in a
time of 16:44. Thornburg’s freshman broth-
er, Andy, was 20th overall in a time of
17:28. Cody Ruminski and Nick Pokas
rounded out the scoring for the Red Devils.

Barmesville was led by first-year cross
country runner Brennan Delaney who fin-
ished ninth overall in 16:42. Adam Seller
was 12th overall for the Shamrocks in
17:02.

Harrison Central senior Derrick Sproul
was 13th overall to lead the Huskies in a
time ‘of 17:06, while Bellaire’s Robbie
Chilson - a former state runnerup in
wrestling — finished 14th in a time of
17:06.

Staskey be - at

can reached

sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com

Cross Country Results

1. Stephanie Morgan (Barnas), 18:33; 2.
HC}, 19:55; 3. Kata
Jamia
Karl‘g Jones

rezzia

17:18; 18. Marty Swartz (SJC), 17:19; 19:

Ramon Nisves (SJC), 17:26; 20. Andy

Thomburg (St.C), 17:28. o
CLASS 4-A :

Team Scoras: 1 Whaalina Park Rd- Foet



to plan.

Ca?dwell — which finished sccond in the team race in the
small-school division — had one all-OVAC finisher in 16th
in Brandon Sailing in 17:17.

Fort Frye's Jeremy Anderson was all-OVAC, ﬁmshmg
seventh overall in a time of 16:33. Wheeling Central’s Rob
Bonenberger was a],l-conference thanks to a 15th place fin-
ish ip a time of 17:14.

THE LADY MAROON KNIGHTS were one of the
unknowns coming into the Cal Pokas OVAC meet. The
Lady Knights of Heather Wayt hadn’t ran much in the Ohio
Valley, electing to go around the state of West Virginia to
scope out competition for the upcoming post-season.

However, Central proved its worth Saturday on the giris’
side, scoring 89 points to win the small-school division and
finish second overall,

“I thought we would run well today, and our- gu'ls still
exceeded what 1 expected in terms of times we Tan, Wayt
said. “We run a lot of races against the competition we'll

- see in the regional and in the state; and this was the first
time we ran a lot of these teams from Ohio, so I think our
results might be a little bit deceiving.”

The title marks the Lady Knights’ second in the school
history with their only other one coming in 2004,

Leading the way for Central was Jesse John who finished
11th averall in a time of 20:41. Kelly Mortakis and Brianna
Robbins were second and third across for Central, posting
places of 14th and 15th, respectively with times of 20:46
and 20:47.

Claire Caruso was the fourth Lady Knight and 23rd over-
all finisher in 21:41 with Molly Kuriz serving as the No. 5
runner for Central in a time of 22:26, which was good for

" 35th place.

“We didn’t even field a full team a lot of the times last
year,” Wayt said. 'We had a girl injured and we’ve picked
up a couple of freshman, who’ve been major factors in how
we're doing. Our returners have been able to be consistent
and get the job done each week.”

St. John Central - which had won the last three team
titles in AJAA - settled for second despite preducing the
meet’s third overall finisher in Sarah Kosky who ran a solid
19:33.

Caldwell’s Morgan Sielifox whs seventh overall in
20:24, while River’s Sarah Blatt was 10th in a time of
20:36. Fort Frye's Jillian Pawloski was 19th overall in a
time of 21:11.

Buckeye Trail iinprOves |
to 16-3 in volleyball

Buckeye Trail improved to 16-3 in girls® volleybail
-action Saturday when the Lady Warriors defeated
Zanesville and Magnolia in a tri-match.

Buckeye Trail topped the Blue Devils 18-25, 25-22 and
25-22 as Candice Bumgardner scored 12 points, charted
nine digs and seven kills. Kaitlyn Wolfe added nine mark-
ers and 13 digs, while Emily McEndree contributed eight
points and 26 assists.

Laura Dunlap added nine lightings.

Michelle Twiggs had 22 points, 26 assists and 19 digs
for Zanesville.

Buckeye Trail then disposed of the Blue Eagles by
scores of 25-13 and 25-8.

Bumgardner had 12 points and four kills, while Wolfe
added nine points and four kills.

e pane iy e s e s
Bangquet of Champions in
May.

Runner-up Buckeye
Local was led by senior
Sherry Borsos who finished
sixth overall in a time of
20:21. Leah Figurski was
18th for the Lady Panthers
in a time of 21:02.

Indian Creek’s Chelsea
Furda was 13th overall in a
time of 20:43 to lead the
Lady Redskins.

Staskey can be reached at
maskqv@tbms!eadamﬂmemn
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the runner to beat for the girls’ individual
title was.

Barnesville’s Stephanie Morgan — who
continues to sift through Division I college
offers — continued her quest for a second
straight state championship by winning her
third straight OVAC title in a smzhng time
of 18:33.

“It was a good effort,” Morgan said. “1
kind of wanted to run in the 17s, but I was
kind of tight, and I want to be ready for next
week.”

Morgan’s schedule alters some from the
rest of her Lady Shamrock teammates. She’s
flying to Alabama to take part in a national-
ly-recognized meet whereas the remainder
of the Lady Rocks will run at the QVCCL
Championship.

“1 am not going to lie, almost all of my
splits were slow today,” Morgan relayed.
“We went out slow at like 5:40 pace and it
wasn’t what I wanted, but I ran to the condi-
tions. Today wasn’t my day, but that’s
okay."”

Barnesville's Karly Jones finished ninth

Usually what happens when a vacancy
becomes available someone steps up and
fills it, and 1 was lucky to have a ot of kids
who wanted 1o fill that spot.”

Leading the way for the Red Devils was
Shane Scheuer who finished Sixth overall in
a time of 16:30. Junior Alex Thornburg fin-
ished i0th overall and second for St. C. in a
time of 16:44. Thornburg’s freshman broth-
er, Andy, was 20th overall in a time of
17:28. Cody Ruminski and Nick Pokas
rounded out the scoring for the Red Devils.

Barnesville was led by first-year cross
country runner Brennan Delaney who fin- |
istied ninth overall in 16:42. Adam Seller
was 12th overall for the Shamrocks in
17:02.

Harrison Central senior Derrick Sproul
was 13th overall to lead the Huskies in a
time ‘'of 17:06, while Bellaire’s Robbie
Chilson - a former state runnerup in
wrestling - finished l4th in a time of
17:06.

Staskey can  be

reached - at

sstaskev@timesleaderonline.com

Cal Pokas OVAC Cross Couniry Results —_—

GIRLS -

TEAM SCORES: St. Clairsvilie, 59;
Wheeling Central, 89; Barnesville, 118;
Caldwaell, 142; Whaeling Park, 143; Buckeye
Local, 143; Harrison Central, 144; St. John
Central, 178; Bellaire, 252; Union Local,
256; John Marshall, 304; Tyler, 325; Indlan
Creek, 326; Shadyside, 354; Brooke, 358;

Cambridge, 400.

Top 20

1. Stephanie Morgan (Barnes), 18:33; 2.
Courtney Yaeger (WF), 18:01; Kaosky

(SJC) 19:33; 4. Ericka Skinner (HC}, 19:55;

. Kate Hodgson (St. C.), 20:20; 6. Sherry
Bnrsns (BL), 20:21; 7. Morgan Stellfox
(Cald), 20:24; 8. Jamia Perzanowski (SLC.},
20:30; 9. Karly Jones (Barnes), 20:32; 10.
Sarah Blatt (River), 20:36; 11. Jesse Jahn
{WC), 20:41; 12, Cassandra Prezzia (8. C.),
20:41; 13, Chelsea Furda {IC}, 20:43; 14.
Kelly Mortakis (WC), 20:46.3; 15. Brianna
Rabbins (WC), 20:47; 16. Christina Seamon
(St. C.}, 20:47; 17. Lauren Yoho (HC),
20:58; 18, Lea Flgurskl {BL), 21:02; 19.
Jillian Pawloskt (FF), 21:11; 20. Allison
Healey (Bames) 21:18.

LASS 4-A

TEAM SGOFIES 1. Wheeling Park, 143
{Won Tille on Sixth-person tis-breakar); 2.
Buckeye Local, 143; John Marshali, 304,
Indian Cresk, 326; Brcmka, 359; Cambﬂdga
400. -
Top 10.

" 1. Courtney Yaeger (WP}, 18:01; 2. Shemy

Borsos (BL), 20:21; 3. Chelsea Furda {IC),
20:43; 4. Leah Flgurski {BL), 21:02; 5. Lisa
Zimmerman (EL}, 21:50; 6. ‘Lauren

Tarovisky (WP), 22:05; 7. Ann Maria Sarg

(WP), 22:10; B. Faith Jancura (BL), 22:16; 9.
Kathleen Phillips. {Brooke), 22:29; 10. Tessa
Gretchen (BL}, 22:47.

CLASS 3-A
TEAM SCORES: St. Clairsville, 59;
Barnesville, 118; Harrison Central,. 144;
Bellaire, 252; Union Local, 256; Tyler
Conscolidated, 325.
Top 10

1, Stephanie Morgan (Barnes}, 18:33; 2.
Ericka Skinner (HC), 19:55; 3. Kale
Hodgson (St. C.), 20:20; 4. Jamis
- Perzanawski- (St. C.), 20:30; 5. Karly Jones
(Barnes), 20:32; 6. Cassandra Prezzia
(St.C.), 20:41; 7. Christina Seamon (St C.),
20:47; 8. Lauren Yoho (HC), 20:58; 8.

Allison Healey (Barnes), 21:18; 10. Jamis
Garbash (St C.), 21:33.
CLASS 1-A72-A

TEAM SCORES: Whesaling Ceniral, B9;
Caldwell, 142; St. John, 178; Shadysidse,
as4.

Top 10

1. Sarah Kosky (SJC), 19:33; 2. Morgan
Stellfox (Cald), 20:24; Sarah Blatt (River),
20:36; 4. Jesse John (WC), 20:41; 5. Kelley
Mortakis (WC), 20:46; 6. Brianna Robbins
{WC), 20:47; 7. Jillian Pawloski (FF), 21:11;
8. Lindy Stauffer (SJC), 21:26; 9. Claire
Caruso (WC), 21:41; 10. Dawn Spicer
{Cald), 22:01. .

BOYS

TEAM SCORES: St. John Central, 50;
Whesling Park, 64; S5t. Clairsville, 100;
Caldwell, 128; Barnesville, 166; Fort Frys,
218; Wheellng Central, 235; Bellaire, 249;
East Livaerpool, 252; Weir, 284; Hanrison
Central, 298; John Marshall, 3¢3; Union
Local, 391; Buckeye Local, 401; Zansesville,
420; Camearen, 422; Qak Gien, 475;
Cambridge, 477; Linsly, 500; Brooke, 512;
Indian Creek, 576; Bishop Donahue, 602.°
Cverall Top 20 :

1. Sam Foster (SJC), 16:10; 2. Kyle Gramich
{WP), 16:20; 3. Luke Holubeck (SJC), 16:21;
4, Ronald Read {Weir), 16:25; 5. Russell.
‘Mulley {(WP), 16:27; 6. Sharie Scheuer (St

C.), 16:30; 7. Jeremy Anderson {FF), 16:33;
8. Logan Wolclk (WP), 16:39; 9. Brennan
Delaney (Barnes), 16:42; 10. Alex

Thomburg (St. C.), 16:44; 11. Matt Moscato
{SJC), 16:47; 12. Adam Sellers (Barnes),
17:02; 13. Damick Sproull (HC), 17:06; 14.
-Robbie Chilson (Bell), 17:06; 15. Rob
Bonenbea?er (WGC), 17:14; 16. Brandon
Saling (Cald), 17:17; 17. lan.Gulley {SJC),

17:18; 18, Marty Swartz (SJC), 17:19; 19;
Flarnon Nisves (SJC}, 17:26; 20 Andy
Thomburg {St.C), 17:28.

CLASS 4-A
Team Scores: 1. Wheellng Park, 64; East
Liverpool, 252; Weir, 284; John Marshall,
303; Buckeys Local, 401; Zanesville, 420;
Cambrldge, 477; anke 512 Indian Craek.
576.

Top 10

1. Kyte Gramlich (WP), 16:20; 2. Ronald
Read {(Weir), 16:25; 3. Russell Mullay (WP},
16:27; 4. Logan WD]cik (WP), 16:39; 5.
Kevin Busick (WP), 17:31; 6. Ethan
Chapman Casey (WP}, 17:48; 7. Hunlar -
Ankrom (M), 17:51; B, Brandon Lucas (EL),
17:53; 9. Cody Wlltshlra {BL), 17:55; 10.
Stegan Riggs (JM), 17.57.

CLASS 3-A .
- Team Scores: St Ciairsville, 100;
Barnesville, 166; Bellalre, 245; Harrison
Central, 298; Union Local, 391; Oak Glen,

475,

Top 10 "

1. Shane Schuerer {S1.C}, 16:30; 2. Brennan
Delaney {Barnes}, 16:42; 3. Alex Thomburg
{5t.C.), 16:44; 4. Adam Sellers (Barnes}),
17:02; 5. Derrick Sproull (HC), 17:06; 6.
Robbie Chilson (Boll), 17:14; 7. Andy
Thomburg {St. C.), 17:28; 8. Cody Ruminski
{81.C.), 17:34; 9. Cedric Roblnson (MF),
17:42; 10. Kody Crocks (Bammes), 17:50.
Class 1-Af2-A .

Team Scores: St. John, 50; 2. Caldwell, 128,
3. Fort Frye, 218; 4. Whesling Central, 235,
Cameron, 422 Linsly, 500 BISth
Donshue, 602.

Top 10 ’

Sam Foster (SJC) 16:10; 2. Luke
Holubeck (8JC), 16:21; 3. Jsremy Anderson
(FF), 16:33; 4. Matt’ Moscata {SJC), 16:47;
5. Rob Bonenbergar (WC), 17:17; 6.

Brandon Salling (Cald), 17:17; 7. lan Gulley
(3JC), 17:18; 8. Marty Swartz (SJC), 17:19;
9, Ramon Nievas (SJC), 17:26; 10. Jordan
Croucher (Cald), 17:31. :
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TOP LEFT: St. Clairsville’s Shane Scheuer (left) and
Alex Thornburg (middle} race with Barnesville’s
Brennan Delaney (right) and Martins Ferry’s Cedric
Robinson (behind) during the early stages of the
OVAC Cross Country Championship.

TOP RIGHT: Bellaire freshman Claire
Kovalyk bundles up as chilly tempera-
tures greeted local harrisrs at the
OVAC Mest.

AT LEFT: Shadyside resident Bud

Haney heads to the mile mark to
\,Sigal;gé{ . watch for his daughter Rebecca. ]
tional photos AT RIGHT: OVAC Executive
of this event -Secretary Tom Rataiczak awaits run-

at - ners Saturday. -

cu.timesleade BELOW LEFT: St. Clairsville glrlS
ronline.com  coach Heidi Mooney tabulates points.

BELOW MIDDLE: Brandon Fluharty
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TOP LEFT: St. Clairsville's Shane Scheuer (left) and

Alex Thornburg (middie} race with Barnesville’s
Brennan Delaney (right) and Martins Ferry’s Cedric
{ Robinson (behind) during the early stages of the
| OVAC Cross Country Championship.

{ . TOP RIGHT: Bellaire freshman Claire
Kovalyk bundles up as chilly tempera-

: tures greeted local harriers at the
OVAC Meet. , . :

, AT LEFT: Shadyside resident Bud

Haney heads to the mile mark to

Vslg\if‘ggclljb . waich for his daughter Rebecca.
tional photos AT RIGHT: OVAC Executive
of this event -Secretary Tom Rataiczak awaits run-
at » ners Saturday. : -

cu.timesleade BELOW LEFT: St. ClairSV“]eglrlS

ronline.com coach Heidi Moonay tabulates points.
BELOW MIDDLE: Brandon Fluharty

{3) awaits the runners from Indian

. Creek. His father Jack is the haad
coach. : )

BELOW RIGHT: Buckeye Local senior- Sherry Borsos- -

takes part in her final OVAC meet, finishing sixth.

BOTTOM LEFT: Union Local kindergartener Kellen

Miller is following the path of the runners.

BOTTOM MIDDLE: Bellaire head coach Chris Arno
providas last-minute instruction to sophomore lan
McConville prior to his race.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Harrison Central's Derrick Sproull
heads toward the finish line in 13th place,

T-L Photoo/SETH STASKEY
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provides last-minute instruction to sophomore Ian
McConville prior to his race.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Harrison Central's Derrick Sproull
heads tfoward the finish line in 13th place.

T-L Photos/SETH STASKEY
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Pats Sweep Team Titles

Sunday, October 5, 2008

Park sweeps boys’
and girls” OVAC
Class 4-A meets

By SETH STASKEY
For the News-Register
BYESVILLE, Ohio -

The Wheeling Park Patriots
claimed the state title a sea-
son ago in West Virginia
Class AAA, .

However, graduation
claimed the state's and
Wheeling Park’s best in
Ryan Beabout.’

It didn’t slow down
Coach Michael ]ebbm's
Patriots during Saturday’s
OVAC Cal Pokas Cross
Country Champicnship held
here at Meadowbrook High

- School. )

The Patriots — with sev-
eral key holdovers returning
from their teamn from a sga-
son ago — ran roughshod
through the AAAA compe-
tition, finishing with 64
points, which bettered run-
ner-up East Liverpool by
188 points Saturday morn-
ing.

g“Wc were excited to
* come over here and run a
fast course after being on so
many hills early in the sea-
son,’' Jebbia said, *'Our
main goal was to win the 4-
A and running against a
team like St. John is going
to help us down the road in
our state meet.”’ )

Wheeling Park — which
opens state competition in
two weeks and will return to
the course Saturday at its
own Wheeling Park Invita-
tional — placed three run-
ners inside the top 10 over-
ali and their scoring stopped
after the 28th overall place.

““All of our kids ran our
season-best times,”” Jebbia
said. **We bhad the three in
the top 10, and those guys
have been pretty steady, but
our fourth, fifth and sixth

' have been steadily improv-
ing each week, and now
we’'ve got three guys who
could %e in any type of
order coming in.’

Leading the way for the
Patriots was senior Kyle
Gramlich who was second
overall in a time of 16:20.
Russell Mulley was fifth
overall in 16:27 and Logan

Courtney Yaeger

Wojcik was eighth in
16:39. ,

“We've got guys who've
been varsity runners since
they were freshman,’’ Jeb-
bia said. ‘‘They’ve been on
big stages throughout their
careers whether it's at
OVAC or at the state
meet."”’ .

The Patriots’ scoring was
rounded out by Kevin
Busick (22nd) and Ethan
Chapman Casey (28th).

eir High’s Ronald Read
— who some thought could
contend for the overall title
coming in — finished
fourth in the event with a
time of 16:25.

The Patriots girls had got-
ten used to winning OVAC
titles, claiming four in a row
until Buckeye Local rose to
occassion and knocked the
Pats off their perch a season
ago.

gLo and behold, the same

two squads were duking it
out once again in 2008 and
they actually finished in a
tie with 143 points, but the
OVAC hardware went back
to Ohio County on the tie-
breaker, which is the sixth
runner comparison of both
squads. i

“1 was trying to get the
times and places at the end,
but it was difficult and I
knew it was going to be
tight,”” Jebbia said. **We
had some young kids step

Kyle Gramlich

up and pass people in the
egd. 1 grljless this was like
overtime in basketball.

““We just treated the
crowd to some free cross
country.

Letc[t?iing the way for the
Patriots was none other than
senior Courtney Yaeger,
who finished second to Bar-
nesville's Stephanie Morgan
in a solid time of 19:01.

‘“Courtney ranm very
well;”” Jebbia said.

“*She ran a great race, and
1 think she'll continue to
bring her times down.”’

Lauren Tarovisky and
Ann Marie Sorg finished
30th and 31st overall and
second and third for the
Lady Patriots. .

Madison Morris was the
fourth Park runner lo cross
with Megan Gallaway serv-
ing as the fifth runner, but it
was the late surge by Lacey
Dunaway as the sixth Park
harrier to cross, which gave
the Park the gold trophy and
a trip to the Banquet of
Champions in May.

Runner-up Buckeye
Local was led by senior
Sherry Borsos who finished
sixth overall in a time of
20:21. Leah Figurski was

18th for the Panthers in a
time of 21:02,

indian Creek’s Chelsea
Furda was 13th overall in a
time of 20:43 to lead the
Redskins.

OVAC Cross COUNTRY

Cal Pokas OVAC Champlensh

ps 1. §t, John Centrnl, BD; 2, Whanlin
{at Mndnwhéml-ﬁgh School)

Park, 84; 3. 61. Ctalravllle, 100; 4, Cald-
wall, 128; 6. Bamnasville, 186; 6. Fort Frye,
218; 7, Whesling Central, 235; 8. Ballaira,
249; 8, East Liverpool, 262; 10, Wair, 284;
11, Harrlsan Cantral, 288; 12, John May-
shall, 303; 13, Union Local, 391; 14, Buck-
aye Locai, 401; 16, Zanasville, 420; 16.
Cameran, 422; 17, Oak Glen, 476 18,
Cambridga, 477; 19, Linsly, 500; 20.
Brooke, 512; 21, Indlan Craak, 578; 22.
Bishop Donahus, 802,

Team Scores

1. St. Clairsvllle, 59; 2. Whaeling Can-
tral, 89; 3. Barnasvifla, 118; 4. Caldwall,
142; 5. Wheeling Park, 143; 8. Buckeys
Local, 143; 7. Harrison Cantral, 144; B, 5t.
John Central, 178; B, Ballajre, 252; 10.
Unlon Local, 256; 11. John Marahall, 304;
12, Tyler Conmalldatad, 325: 13. Indlan
Creek, 328; 14, Shadyaids, 354; 15.

Breoke, 359; 18. Cambridge, 400.
20 Overall

: Top
1. Staphania Morgan (Barnas), 18:33;  Gramich {WP), 16:20; 3. Luks H
2, Courtnay Yasger {WP}, 19:01: Sarah
Koeky (SJCh, 18:33; 4, Ericka Skinner
(HC}, 19:56; 5. Knte Hud%mn {5t. C.},
L), 20:21: 7
Morgan Stalifox (Cald), 2{:24: 8. Jamia
Farzanowskl (S5t.C.), 20:30: 9. KB'IYFEJIDHB]B
var),
20:36; 11, Josge John (WC}, 20:41; 12,
Casnandra Prezzle {St. C.), 20:41; 13,
Chelsaa Furda (IC), 20:43; 14. Kelley Maor-
takls (WC}, 20:46.3; 15. Brianna Robbins
{WC), 20:47; 18. Chriatina Saamon (5t.
C.), 20:47; 17. Lauran Yoho {HC), 20:58;
18. Lea Fig_grskl {BL}, 21:02; 19. Jitian
16‘21:11; 20. Allison Healay

20;20; 6. Sharry Baraoa |

{Barnaal, 20:32; 10. Sarzh Blatt

Pawidoskl {
[Bamas), 21:1
Class 4-A
Team Scares

1. Whasilng Park, 1

Craek, 326; Brooke, 363; Cambridpe, 400,
- Top 10 Individuals

1. Courtnay Yaager (WP), 19:01; 2.

43 (won tlitle on
sixth-paracn tie-braakar); 2. Buckeye
Local, 143; John Marahall, 304; Indlan

Top 20 Cverall

1. Sam Foster (BJC), 18:10; 2. Kyla
olubsck
{5JC), 18:21; 4. Ronald Read (Walr},
16:25; 5. Ruasell Mullsy (WP}, 18:27; B,
Shane Schausr (St C.}, 16:30; 7. Jeramr
Anderson (FF1, 18:33; B. Logan Wojei

WP}, 18:39; 8. Brannan Dalanay {Barnea},
16:42; 10, Almx Thurnbur? {St. C.), 16:44;
11. Matt Moacato (SJIC), 18:47; 12. Adam
Sellara (Barnes), 17:02; 13. Derrick
Sproull {HC), 17:06; 14. Rokble Chilson
(Eall}, 17:08; 18, Rob Bonenberger {(WC),
17:14; 18. Brandon Saling {Cald), 17:17;
17. lan Gullay [SJC}, 17:18; 18. Marty
Swartz (SJC), 17:19; 19. Raman Nlsves
!IEJ‘JZ(.:BL 17:28; 20. Andy Thornburg {51.C),

Class 4-A

Taam Scores
1. Whasling Park, 84; Esst Liverpaai,
252; Welr, 284; John Marghall, 303; Buck-

aye Local, 401; Zanaaville, 420; Cam-
g;ginﬂ. 477; Brooke, 512; Indlan Cresk,

Top 10 Individuals
1. Kyla Gramlich (WP}, 18:20; 2.

Sherry Borsos (BL), 20:21; 3. Chelsea = Raonald Rend {Wairl, 18:25; 3. Ryazell

Furda (IC), 20:43; 4. Laah Flgurskl (BL),
21:02; 5. Lisa Zimmerman {EL}, 21:50; B,
Lauran Tarovieky (WP}, 22:05; 7. Ann
Marijs Sﬂlég {WF1, 22:10; 8. Fakh Jancura

; 8. Knthlean Philliru (Broake),

(ALY, 221

22:29; 10. Tansa Gratchan (BL}, 22:47.
Class 3-A

Tasm Scorss
1. 5t. Clairsviite, 58; 2, Barnaaville,
118; 3. Harrison Cantral, 144; 4, Bellakre,
252; 5, Union Local, 256; 8. Tyler Consoll-
dated, 325.
, Tap 10 Individuals
). Staphanie Morgan {Barnes), 18:33;
2. Erlcka Skinner (HC), 19:55; 3. Kats
Hodgaen {5t. C.), 20:20; 4. Jamle
Perzanowek| (St. C.}, 20:30; 5. Karly Jones
{Barneal, 20:32; 8. Cansandra Frazzla
{S1.C.}, 20:41; 7. Christina Seamon {St.
C.), 20:47; B. Lauren Yoho (HC), 20:58; 9.
Allison Haaley {Barnsa), 21:18; 10, Jamie
Garbash {5t C.), 21:33.
Class 2.A/1-A

#am Storea
1. Whealing Cantral, 89; 2. Caldwall,
142; 3. 5t. John, 178; 4. Shadyslde, 364,
Top 10 Individusis
1. Sarah Kosky (SJC), 19:3%; 2. Mor-
Pan Stellfox (Caid], 20:24; Sarah Blatt
River), 20:36: 4. Jesaa John (WC), 20:47;
5. Keltey Martakia {WC), 20:48; 8, Brianna
Robbing (WC), 20:47; 7. Jillian Pawloskd
{FF}, 21:11; 8. Lindy Stauffer (5JC), 21:28;
9. Cialre Carusa {WC), 21:41; 10, Dawn
Spicer {Cald), 22:01,
'8
Team Scoras

Mulley (WP} 16:27; 4. Logan Wojcik
(WP, 16:39; 6, Kavin Busick WP}, 17:31;
6. Ethen Chapman Ca (WP}, 17:48; 7,
Hunter Ankrem (JM}, 11:51; 8, Brandon
Lucas (ELJ, 17:53; 9. Cody Wiltshire {BL),
17:65; 10, Stagan Rigga (JM), 17:57,

Class 3-A

Team Scores
1. 5t. Clalrsville, 100; 2. Barnasvilla,
168; 3. Bellalra, 249; 4, Harrson Central,
i?g. 4. Unlon Local, 381; 6. Oak Glen,

Top 10 individuals
1. Shana Schuerer {St.C}, 16:30; 2.
Brennan Delansy (Barnpa), 16:42; 3. Alex
Thornburg {51.C.), 18:44; 4. Adam Sallers
{Barmes), 17:02; §, Darrick Srruull {HC},
17:05; 6. Robble Chileon {Bail), 17:14; 7.
Andy Thomburg (St C.), 17:28; B. Cody
Ruminzki (St.C.}, 17:34; 9. Cadric Rabin-
son {MF}, 17:42; 10. Kody Crooks
{Bamas}, 17:50.
Class -AN1-A
Team Scoraa
1. 5t. dohn, 560; 2. Caldwell, 128; 3.
Fort Frye, 21B; & Whasling Central, 235:
B. Cameron, 422; 6, Linaly, 500; 7. Bishop
Donahue, 802,
Top 10 Individuals
1. Bam Foster (SJC}, 16:10; 2. Luke
Helubeck (SJC), 18:21; 3. Jersmy Ander-
ron (FF), 16:33; 4. Mait Moscato (SJC),
16:47; 5. Rob Bonenberger (WC}, 17:17; 8.
Brandon Ealrlng (Cald), 17:17; 7. Ian Gul-
lay (SJC), 17:18; B, Marty Swartz |SJC),
17:18; B, Remon Niaves (5.C), 17:26; 10.
Jardan Crouchar {Cald), 17:31,
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T-L Flle Phato
ST. JOHN CENTRAL'S Sam Fostsr
takes part in last year's OHSAA State
Championship meet. Saturday, he'll go
after his first OVAC Championship in GC
at Meadowbrock High School. The Irish
have wan five straight team titles.

Local harriers have eyes
set on OVAC crowns

» Conference CC Championship set Saturday at Meadowbrook

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sporis Editor

The second OVAC Championship of the
fall sports season unfolds this weekend.

The annual Cal Pokas OVAC Cross
Country Championship will be held Saturday
morning at Meadowbrook High School in

Byesville. S
&

Class champions in 4-A, 3-A and
1-A/2-A will be crowned with the
top 20 earning the distinction of
being called all-OVAC.

Action hears the sounding of the %
gun at 10 a.m. with the boys varsity
race. The girls’ event is scheduled to
begin at 11:30 a.m. with junior high fol-
lowing to round out the day’s action.

IN CLASS 4-A, the Wheeling Park
Patriot boys and Buckeye Local girls are cast
in the role of defending OVAC champions
and both squads are strong again this season
with visions of hoisting the gold trophy once
again.

The Patriot boys lost the talented Ryan
Beabout to graduation, but Coach Michael
Jebbia’s cupboard is far from bare,

“We’ve been unique because we've had a
different order each week it seems,” Jebbia
said. “We have five kids back from last

year’s team and we've ran in some big meets
against good competition, but we haven't
seen a flat, fast course (like the OVAC), so
it'll be interesting to see.”

The Patriats are led by Kyle Gramlich,
Russell Mulley and Logan Wojcik who have
each taken a different turn being the Pats’

leader Kevin Busick, Jason Bennet and
Ethan Chapman Casey are the fourth
Local

\f"\) through sixth runners.
Panthers have been an up-and-com-

The Buckeye
P{ ing team for much of the season.
They are led by junior Cody
Wiltshire, who head coach Eric §
Laughlin thinks can finish in the top
five of Class 4-A if he runs well.

The 4-A girls race appears to be a two-
horse battle between the Lady Panthers and
the Lady Patriots.

Buckeye Local — which owns three
OVAC titles — is led by senior Sherry
Borsos and classmate Jessica Battiloche.

“We’'re going to rely heavily on our two

T-L File Phato
seniors,” said Laughlin. “We’ve had some BARNESVILLE'S Stephanie Morgan
young kids.really came along this season. runs toward her first Division lIl state CC
and we’re baltle tested, so it’s going to be fun Yjtle |ast year. She'll go after her second

to see how well they run this weekend.” straight OVAC title Saturday at the

annual championship at Meadowbrook

Sea, OVAC, Page C10 High Schoal
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T-L Fits Photo
BUCKEYE LOCAL'S Sherry Borsos runs in the 2007
Division |l Ohio State Cross Country Meet. She'li lead
the Lady Panthers into Saturday's OVAC
Championship.

’ T-L Flle Photo
ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Alex Thomnburg take part in the
Belmont County Cross Country meet earlier this sea-
son. He'll lead the Red Devils into Saturday’s OVAC
Champlonship at Meadowbrook.
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T-L Flle Photo

ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Kate Hodgsdon takes part in the”

2007 Division il State meset. She’ll lead St. C. into
Saturday's OVAC Cross Country Championship at
Meadowbrook High School.

® OVAC

Continued from Page C1

Borsos is a defending all-OVAC performer a year ago.

The Lady Panthers also rely on freshmen Leah Figurski,
Faith Jancura, Celina Richetti, Anna Aires and junior Tessa
Greichen,

Wheeling Park, meanwhile, is led by senior Courtney
Yaeger who's been first at every meet except the Galion,
Ohio meet in which she finished second. She leads a rela-
tively young Lady Patriots outfit,

“Our girls are getting better,” Jebbia said. “We need
some of our younger kids to come through. We know
Courtney is going to go out and run her race, but we have to
have everyone run well if we want to win the meet.”

IN CLASS 3-A, St. Clairsville made it a clean sweep last
year for the first time in the Red Devils® history. St. C.’s
boys had won four titles entering last year, but the Lady Red
Devils of Coach Heidi Mooney had never hoisted a banner
into the gymnasium rafters.

The Red Devils’ boys and girls are amongst the favorites
once again this season, but they will receive stiff challenges
from Hartison Central and Bamesville just to name a few.

“This is when our season really starts,” said St. C. head
coach Tony Ciroli. *“The team has been moving right along
training hard and preparing for this race and the ones to
come all year.”
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son. The remainder of the top five consists of: Jamie
Perzanowski, Christina Seamon, Cassandra Prezzia and
Jamie Garbash. Ashley Gordon and Haley Wetzel round out
the varsity squad.

“Our third through seventh runners have flipped flopped
around all season, which has led to a really healthy competi-
tion for the team,” Mooney said. “We anticipate stiff com-
petition from Barnesville and Harrison Central. Tt just
depends on who shows up to run Saturday, and if all of our
girls ‘show up’, 1 think we’ve got a good chance,”

The Lady Shamrocks go into the meet with the likely
champion barring something unforseen. Senior Stephanie
Morgan is undefeated on the season and is drawing Division
I interest from colleges across the nation. She’s the defend-
ing OVAC and Division III state champion.

Barnesville has claimed eight OVAC titles, but has not
won one since 2003.

Karly Jones and Amy Wahl are two other Lady
Shamrock runners to keep an eye on this weekend.

Harrison Central is also a solid outfit again this season.
Leading the way for the Lady Huskies — who won the
2006 OVAC title — is junior Ericka Skinner,

The St. John Central Fighting Irish come into the meet as
one of the favorites on the boys: side. The Irish have won
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Matt Riffle and Ramon Nieves round out the top seven for
the Green.

“We're not really focusing on any one team,” Midei said.
“There are several capable of winning this meet. We're just
going to do the things we feel we need to do to be success-
ful. Our goys need to bring the same kind of intensity we
had at Tiffin and Dayton.”

The Irish have captured titles at Pickerington as well as
the Tiffin Carnival earlier this season. They were also fourth
in the prestigious All-Ohio Catholic Championship.

On the girls’ side, St. John Central has won five titles
and three straight, but graduation and defections have weak-
ened the Lady Irish’s stranglehold on the small-school divi-
sion.

“This team has really improved a lot, so winning the
QVAC title would reaily be a great accomplishment,” Midei
said. “We’ve had this meet circled on cur caiendar all sea-
son, but we know it won't be easy.”

The Lady Irish are led by Sarah Kosky, who has been
solid all season. Lindy Stauffer is the second Lady Frish run-
ner, finishing before Annie Holubeck. The fourth through
sixth positions are maintained by Devon Bell, Jacque
Flowers and Alexis Campbell. Gina Myers rounds out the
sevell varsity runners.
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T-L File Pholo
BUCKEYE L.OCAL'S Sherry Borsos runs in the 2007
Division 11 Ohio State Cross Country Meet. She'li lead
the Lady Panthers into Saturday's OVAC
Championship.

T-L Fite Photo

part in the
Belmont County Cross Country meet earlier this sea-
son. He'll lead the Red Devils into Saturday's OVAC
Championship at Meadowbrook.

ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Alex Thomnburg take

T-L File Phoic
ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Kate Hodgsdon takes part in the-
2007 Division 1l State meet. She’'ll lead St. C. into
Saturday’'s OVAC Cross Country Championship at
Meadowbrook High School.
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Borsos is a defending all-OVAC performer 4 year ago.

The Lady Panthers also rely on freshmen Leah Figurski,
Faith Jancura, Celina Richetti, Anna Aires and junior Tessa
Gretchen.

Wheeling Park, meanwhile, is led by senior Courtney
Yaeger who’s been first at every meet except the Galion,
Ohio meet in which she {inished second. She leads a rela-
tively young Lady Patriots outfit.

“Our girls are getting better,” Jebbia said. “We need
some of our younger kids to come through. We know
Courtney is going to go out and run her race, but we have to
have everyone run well if we want to win the meet.”

IN CLASS 3-A, St. Clairsville made it a clean sweep last
year for the first time in the Red Devils® history. St. C.’s
boys had won four titles entering last year, but the Lady Red
Devils of Coach Heidi Mooney had never hoisted a banner
into the gymnasium rafters,

The Red Devils” boys and girls are amongst the favorites
once again this season, but they will receive stiff challenges
from Harrison Central and Barnesville just to name a few.

“This is when our season really starts,” said St. C. head
coach Tony Ciroli. *The team has been moving right along
training hard and preparing for this race and the ones to
come all year.”

The Red Devils are led to the starting line and then to the
finish line by junior ace Alex Thornburg and classmate
Shane Scheuer. Both have been strong all season and both
finished in the top 10 at Pickerington last week.

Cody Ruminski, Andy Thomburg and Nick Pokas round
out the top five for St. C. Patrick Tadolini, Jacob Zink and
Brett Frakowski have battled for the sixth through eighth
Spots.

“We've had a lot of warm, dry weather this season and
the kids have done okay,” Ciroli said. “But, we would prefer
to have some cooler weather for the race on Saturday
because we just tend to race better under those conditions.”

The Harrison Central boys have been strong this season.
The Huskies own one OVAC title, which they claimed in
1999, Leading the way for the Cadiz-based outfit is senior
standout Derrick Sproul who was an all-OVAC performer a
year ago.

Barnesville’s boys have been work in progress thus far,
but have been getting better with each passing week. The
Shamrocks are led by Brennan Delaney who is in his first
year of varsity cross country, but has been running well.

Bellaire —~ which owns seven OVAC titles in boys CC

— should also put forth a strong showing. The Big Reds are
led by senior Robbie Chilson.

Martins Ferry’s squad is slim in numbers, but the Purple
Riders boast a strong individual in junior Cedric Robinson
who is coming off a big victory in the Cambridge
Invitational last weekend.

THE 3-A GIRLS meet figures to be many of the same
teams making noise this weekend.

The St Clairsville Lady Red Devils — winners already
of the Buckeye 8 title ~ have again been strong for Coach
Heidi Mooney, .

“Our girls are really looking forward to the OVAC
Saturday,” Mooney said. “Our girls have been working hard
to claim another OVAC baaner, and their focus is where it
needs to be in order to meet this goal.”

The Lady Red Devils are led by junior Kate Hodgson
who has been one of the area’s most solid harriers all sea-

son. The remainder of the top five consists of: Jamie
Perzanowski, Christina Seamon, Cassandra Prezzia and
Jamie Garbash. Ashley Gordon and Haley Wetzel round out
the varsity squad.

“Qur third through seventh runners have flipped flopped
around all season, which has led to a really healthy competi-
tion for the team,” Mooney said. “We anticipate stiff com-
petition from Barnesville and Harrison Central. It just
depends on who shows up to run Saturday, and if all of our
girls ‘show up’, I think we’ve got a good chance.”

The Lady Shamrocks go into the meet with the likely
champion barring something unforseen. Senior Stephanie
Morgan is undefeated on the season and is drawing Division
I interest from colleges across the nation. She’s the defend-
ing OVAC and Division IH state champion.

Bamesville has claimed eight GVAC titles, but has not
won one since 2003.

Karly Jones and Amy Wahl are two other Lady
Shamrock runners to keep an eye on this weekend.

Harrison Central is also a solid outfit again this season.
ieading the way for the Lady Huskies — who won the
2006 OVAC title ~ is junior Ericka Skinner.

The St. John Central Fighting Irish come into the meet as
one of the favorites on the boys’ side. The Irish have won
five OVAC banners in a row and seven in the school’s his-
tory on the boys’ side. The Irish are currently ranked num-
ber one in the latest Division III Ohio State Cross Country
Poll. -
“We're always looking forward to the OVAC meet,” said
Irish head coach Jeremy Midei. “Winning our class is defi-
nitely a priority, and we’ve been running well of late and
hopefully that’s a trend that extends through Saturday.”

The Irish boast one of the pre-meet favorites for the indi-
vidual title as well in senior Sam Foster who’s been running
strong all season. He’'s coming off a victory in the
Pickerington Invitational.

“Sam has as good a chance as any to win the overall
title,” Midei said. “Not only has he run some excellent
times, but he’s also displayed a consistency we were lacking
fast season. And I know he's excited for this race.”

The Irish are led by Foster, but he’s by no means alone,
Luke Holubeck, Matt Moscato, Marty Swartz, Ian Gulley,

Matt Riffle and Ramon Nieves round out the top seven for
the Green. ‘

*We're not really focusing on any one team,” Midei said.
“There are several capable of winning this meet. We’re just
going to do the things we feel we need to do to be success-
ful. Our guys need to bring the same kind of intensity we
had at Tiffin and Dayton.”

The Irish have captured titles at Pickerington as well as
the Tiffin Carnival earlier this season. They were also fourth
in the prestigious All-Ohio Catholic Championship.

On the girls” side, St, John Central has won five titles
and three straight, but graduation and defections have weak-
ened the Lady Irish’s stranglehold on the small-school divi-
sion,

*“This team has really improved a lot, so winning the
OVAC title would really be a great accomplishment,” Midei
said. “We’'ve had this meet circled on our calendar all sea-
son, but we know it won’t be easy.”

The Lady Irish’ are led by Sarah Kosky, who has been
solid all season. Lindy Stauffer is the second Lady Irish run-
ner, finishing before Annie Holubeck. The fourth through
sixth positions are maintained by Devon Bell, Jacque
Flowers and Alexis Campbell. Gina Myers rounds out the
seven varsity runners.

“Sarah’s had an awesome season,” Midei confessed.
*“She’s been very consistent, and [ think she can run a top-
five kind of race on Saturday. We'll definitely need a low
single digit from her if we hope to contend for the team
title.”

The Lady Irish’s stiffest competition could come from
Wheeling Central, which returned to Class 2-A this season
as well as Caldwell, which the Lady Irish have defeated two
out of three times. i
~ One individual to keep an eye on in the small-school
division is River senior standout Sarah Blatt who is a return-
ing all-OVAC runner and a state qualifier from a season
ago. : ‘

Donmna Joseph - the former Shadyside High coach and
OVAC Hall of Famer — along with Wayne Clark serve as
the meet directors.

Staskey can be
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com

reached at



