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OVAC Baseball Tournament 

Flying High 
Magnolia bats come 
alive in 11-4 pasting 
of Wheeling Central 

By MIKE HUGHES 
Stalf Writer 

It took all of one play to completely change 
the makeup of Magnolia's OVAC Class AAA 
quarterfinal with Wheeling Central. 

In the first inning, sophomore pitcher Seth 
Pay worked himself into a jam with a pmr of 
walks and a beaning of the Knights' No. 2 
hitter, Andrew Richardson. 

With nobody out and cleanup hitter Zach 
Foose at the plate, Pay let loose an 0-1 fast
ball down the pipe that Foose lined right back 
at the pitcher. 

Pay fielded it cleanly and alertly fired to 
Justin Fox at third, doubling up Andrew 
Henry. The southpaw then struck out Adam 
Parsons on three pitches to end the inning. 

"You have the bases loaded with no outs 
and I'm thinking. we're going to have u big 
inning with our No. 4, 5 and 6 h.itters commg 
up," Wheeling Central coach Jim Wadusky 
said following his team's 11-4 defeat Tues
day at New Martinsville. "TI1en we get a li_ne 
drive and a double play and come away with 
nothing." 

That series cracked the door for the Blue 
Ea~les lo take the m.omentum, a~d with two 
swings the next 11111mg, Magnolia kicked ti 
clear open. 

Andrew Robinson got things started when 

he hit a grounder to the left of first baseman 
R.J. Miller. Miller dropped down to field the 
ball, but his tlip to first wasn't in lime to get a 
diving Robinson. 

Then with a 1-2 count. Jordan Ash blasted 
a Richardson pitch well over the fence in right 
field for a 2.-0 lead. 

Not to be outdone, Steve Zajdowicz fol
lowed with a solo shot to left-center field for 
back-to-back home runs. 

Zajdowicz later scored on an error as Mag
nolia went from a potentially disastrous 
inning to a 4-0 advantage after one. 

"That's about as peculiar of a first inning 
as you ever want to see:· Magnoli_a coach 
Dave Cisar said .as his team won 11s I I th 
straight game. "Our first four hitters have 
been really hittinf the ball, and Zajdowicz is 
tl1e hidden secret m the Ohio Valley. 

"He's hitting a ton." ' 
Pay continued to regain his composure in 

the second and sat down the Knights in 
order, aHowing his teammates to immediate
ly get back to expanding on their ever-grow
ing lead. 

Evan Botizan had an RBI base hit in the 
second, Chad Kimble had a sacrifice Oy to 
center. But the crushing blow came from the 
bat of Fox. 

Witl1 two aboard, Fox sent another bomb 
over the right-field fence for a commanding 
8-0 lead. 

A sac bunt from Zajdowicz in the third 
gave Magnolia a 9-0 lead, all before the 
Maroon Knights got their first hit. 

Plca.,e See FL YING, Page I 6 
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St. Clairsville's Brody Call slides Into third base, but Is late as Anthony Rocchio pre
pares to make the tag during their OVAC Tournament game Tuesday in St. 
Clairsville. The Red Devils won a high-scoring contest, 11-8. 

St. C. Outslugs Bellaire 
Red Devils capitalize to 
score five unearned runs 

By KIM NORTH 
For the InteIIIgenccr 

Opportunistic. 
St. Clairsville certainly was Tuesday night. 
The Red Devils ( 12-4) capitalized upon 

two crucial Bellaire errors in outscoring the 
Big Reds (4-12) by an 11-8 count in an Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference Class AAA quar
terfinal tournament baseball game at Memor
ial Park in St. Clairsville. 

Deadlocked at 6-6 with two outs in the 
bottom of the fourth, it appeared as though 
eighth-seeded Bellaire had played even wtth 
the top-seeded Red Devils, but a throwing 
error on a routine grounder opened the Oood 
gates as the hosts went on to score five 
unearned runs. 

"There were times before that everybody 
contributed to lhe loss." Bellaire coach 

coach Tom Sliva said. "Zane has had some 
tough luck the last few at-bats. He's been hit
ting the ball hard and not having them fall, 
but he battled." 

After the Big Reds grabbed a 2-0 lead on a 
Tyler Rose two-run bomb to left field, the 
Red Devils responded with a three-spot of 
their own. However, two of the runs trotted 
home after a third strike was mishandled and 
then thrown wildly to first base. 

Bellaire tied the game in the second on 
Erik Canter's solo home run, but St. 
Clairsville regained tl1e lead in the bottom of 
the frame. 

Call drew a one-out walk and stole second. 
When the throw skipped into shallow center, 
he scooted to third and raced home on 
Shanks' infield single to short. Hynes then 
sent a laser down the left-field line that set
tled at the base of the fence in the tall grass. 
Bellaire left fielder Canter immediately 
raised his hands, but Sliva alertly had his 
baserunners continue running as Shanks 
scored and Hynes followed. 

Photo by Mike Hughes 

Magnolia's Kale Street successfully st';)~ls second base ahe'!d of _the tag of Wheel
ing Central's Andrew Henry. View add1110nal photos at cu.themtel/1gencer.net. 

Park Tames Wildcats 
Fielding errors 
haunt Edison 

By ASHLEY NEWMAN 
For the IntcIIIgcnccr 

When two pitchers gel 
into a zone. runs come at a 
premium. Such was the case 
Tuesday night at State Lake 
Park in Richmond as visiting 
the Wheeling Park baseball 
squad scored opportunistic 
runs ·and used staunch 
defense and pitching in tak
ing a 4-2 decision against 
Edison in an OV AC Class 
AAAA Tournament quarter
final game. 

Errors were the biggest 
enemy of Edison. Wheeling 
Park was able to put all four 
runs up in those first two 
innings, mainly the result of 
defensive mistakes by the 
Wildcats. 

Mike Collofy knows the 
importance o fielding the 
ball well when playing a 
tough opponent. 

"To be consistent in base
ball, you need all tl1ree or at 
least two of the three major 
aspects working. You have 
to work ahead and throw 
strikes, put the ball in play 
hard, and your defense has to 
field," Collopy said. "In the 
first two innings, our pitcher 
did a really good job of get
ting in front. We didn't do a 
good job of fielding behind 
him. When you give up runs 
to a good team early. you ure 
puttin~ yourself behmd the 
8-ball. ' 

Edison (9-6) began 
matching Wheeling Park's 
excellent defense and pitch
ing performance after the 
second inning. but Patriots 

Photo by Ashley Newman 

Wheeling Park's Cody Bishop swings at a pitch dur
ing Tuesday's game against Edison. 

starter Dan Doyle did not 
allow the home squad lo take 
momentum. Doyle pitched a 
complete game victory, strik
ing out tl1ree and walking six 
batters. 

Wheeling Park ( 14-8) 
coach Chad Stout liked what 
he saw out of Doyle and his 
defense throughout the game. 

"If you get good pitching 
and play good defense. you 
are going to be in baseball 

games. 171is W:.L"i just a very 
well-played high school 
baseball game. When you 
are playing a good team like 
Edison, you are going to 
have to scratch out runs," 
Stout said. "Offensively, 
we did what we had to do m 
those first couple of innin~s 
and we put the ball in 
play." 

P/euse Sec PARK, Pa~e I 6 

Redskins Edge Monarchs 
Carney, defense stifles 
John Marshall hitters 

By NICK BEDW A Y 
For The InteIIIgenccr 

Taped to the bottom of the lineup in the 
Indian Creek dugout was a portion of a 
n.ew.spaper art.icli: sui,rgesting .the .Ohio 

of a Monarchs throwing error in the sec
ond inning that keyed a 2-1 Redskins vic
tory. 

The top of the second began with John 
Marshall pitcher Ryan Lewicki sandwich
ing walks lo catcher Brandon Gillespie and 
Tim Newburn around a strikeout of Alan 
Stevens. Mike Wilson, the ninth hitter in 
the Creek batting order, hit a ground ball to 
lhp !f'ft ,irlP of thP infiPld tvhic•h I Pwirld 



at the pitcher. • '. ~ 
Pay fielded it cleanly und alertly fired to 

Justin Fox at third, doubling up Andrew 
Henry. The southpaw then struck out Adam 
Parsons on three pitches to end the inning. 

"You have the bases loaded with no outs 
and I'm thinking we're going to have a big 
inning with our No. 4, 5 and Ii hitters coming 
up," Wheeling Central coach Jim Wadusky 
said following his team's 11-4 defeat Tues
day at New Martinsville. "Then we get a Hne 
drive and a double play and come away with 
nothing ... 

That series cracked the door for the Blue 
Ea¥1es to take the momentum, and with lwo 
swmgs the next inning, Magnolia kicked it 
clear open. 

Andrew Robinson got things started when 

"He's hitting u ton." 
Pay continued to regain his comp.osure in 

the second and sat down the Knights in 
order. allowing his teammates to immediate
ly get back to expanding on their ever-grow
ing lead. 

Evan Botizan had an RBI base hit in the 
second, Chad Kimble had a sacrifice ny to 
center. But the crushing blow came from the 
bat of Fox. 

With two aboard, Fox sent another bomb 
over tl1e right-field fence for a commanding 
8-0 lead. 

A sac bunt from Zajdowicz in the third 
gave Magnolia a 9-0 lead. all before the 
Maroon Knights got their firxt hit. 
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Photo by Mike Palmer 
St. Clairsville's Brody Call slides into third base, but is late as Anthony Rocchio pre
pares to make the tag during their OVAC Tournament game Tuesday in St. 
Clairsville. The Red Devils won a high-scoring contest, 11-8. 

St. C. Outslugs Bellaire 
Red Devils capitalize to 
score five unearned runs 

By KIM NORTH 
For the Intelligencer 

Opportunistic. 
St. Clairsville certainly was Tuesday night. 
The Red Devils ( 12-4) capitalized upon 

two crucial Bellaire errors in outscoring the 
Big Reds (4-12) by an 11-8 count in an Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference Class AAA quar
terfinal tournament baseball game at Memor
ial Park in St. Clairsville. 

Deadlocked at 6-6 with two outs in the 
bottom of the fourth. it appeared as though 
eighth-seeded Bellaire had played even with 
the top-seeded Red Devils, but a throwing 
error on a routine grounder opened the flood 
gates as the hosts went on to score five 
Unearned runs. 

"There were times before that everybody 
contributed to the loss," Bellaire coach 
Bruce Young said, "and everyone con
tributed to us playing well." 

And he was right. 
Following lhe error, which allowed lcadoff 

hitter Brody Call to reach second, Adam 
Shanks singled to right to score him. After 
stealing second, Shanks crossed the plate 
when Dustin Hynes roped a double lo right
center. 

A walk to Tom Machovina ended Levi 
Crozier's day on the mound as Young 
brought on lcfly Bmndon Metz to face Zane 
Butler. However. the strategy backfired as 
the Red Devils right fielder smashed a 3-1 
offering well over the fence in deep left-cen
ter, cappiw1 a five-run comeback. • 

"That h';,me run was big." St. Clairsville 

coach Tom Sliva said. "Zane has had some 
tough luck the last few ut-bats. He's been hit
ting the ball hard and not having them fal I. 
but he battled." 

After the Big Reds grabbed a 2-0 lead on a 
Tyler Rose two-run bomb to left field, the 
Red Devils responded with a three-spot of 
their own. However. two of the runs trotted 
home after a third strike was mishandled and 
then thrown wildly to first base. 

Bellaire tied the game in the second on 
Erik Canter's solo home run, but St. 
Clairsville regained the lead in the bottom of 
the frame. 

Call drew a one-out walk and stole second. 
When the throw skipped into shallow center, 
he scooted to third and raced home on 
Shanks' infield single to short. Hynes then 
sent a laser down the left-field line that set
tled at the base of the fence in the tall grass. 
Bellaire left fielder Canter immediately 
raised his hands. but Sliva alertly had his 
baserunners continue running as Shanks 
scored and Hynes followed. 

After the base umpire inspected the loca
tion of the baseball, he ruled it to be in play, 
thus resulting in a home run. It was the senior 
slugger's third roundtripper in two days. 

Bellaire didn't quit as Canter's infield sin
gle scored a run in the third and two 
unearned tallies in the fifth evened the count 
at six. 

Sliva also praised the job his pitcher 
senior Anthony Wakim - did. 

"Anthony's had some leg injuries and we 
haven't been able to get him many innings. 
but he battled," Silva said. "He struggled 
early. but the guys rallied behind him and he 
did a good job." 

Wakim struck out seven, walked three and 
scattered nine hits. He threw I I 2 pitches. 
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Photo by Mike Hughes 

Magnolia's Kale Street successfully ste~ls second base ahead of _the tag of Wheel
ing Centra/'s Andrew Henry. View addtl!onal photos at cu.themtelltgencer.net. 

Park Tames Wildcats 
Fielding errors 
haunt Edison 

By ASHLEY NEWMAN 
For the Intelligencer 

When two pitchers get 
into a zone, runs come at a 
premium. Such was the case 
Tuesday night at State Lake 
Park in Richmond as visiting 
the Wheeling Park baseball 
squad scored opportunistic 
runs ·and used staunch 
defense and pitching in tak
ing a 4-2 decision against 
Edison in an OV AC Class 
AAAA Toumalnent quarter
final game. 

Errors were the biggest 
enemy of Edison. Wheeling 
Park was able to put all four 
runs up in those first two 
innings. mainly the result of 
defensive mistakes by the 
Wildcats. 

Mike Collopy knows the 
importance of fielding the 
ball well when pluying a 
tough opponent. 

' 
• ' 

',' ,, 

~ . -~.~ 

• 'To be consistent in base
ball, you need all three or at 
least two of the three major 
aspects working. You have 
to work ahead and throw 
strikes. put the ball in play 
hard, and your defense has to 
field." Collopy said. "In the 
first two innings, our pitcher 
did a really good job of get
ting in front. We didn't do a 
good job of fielding behind 
him. When you give up runs 
to a good team early, you are 
puttin¥ yourself behmd the 
8-ball. ' 

Photo by Ashley Newman 
Wheeling Park's Cody Bishop swings at a pitch dur
ing Tuesday's game against Edison. 

starter Dan Doyle did not 
allow the home squad to take 
momentum. Doyle pitched a 
complete game victory. strik
ing out three und walking six 
batters. 

games. This was just a very 
well-played high school 
baseball game. When you 
are playing a good team like 
Edison, you arc going to 
have to scratch out runs." 
Stout said. "Offensively. 
we did what we had lo do m 
tlrnse first couple of inninfS 
and we put the ball tn 
play." 

Edison (9-6) began 
matching Wheeling Park's 
excellent defense and pitch
ing performance after the 
second inning. but Patriots 

Wheeling Purk (14-8) 
coach.Chad Stout liked what 
he saw out of Doyle and his 
defense throughout the game. 

"If you get good pitching 
and play good defense. you 
are going to be in baseball Please See PARK. Page I 6 

Redskins Edge Monarchs 
Carney, defense stifles 
John Marshall hitters 

By NICK BEDW A Y 
For The Intelligencer 

Taped to the bottom of the lineup in the 
Indian Creek dugout was a portion of a 
newspaper article suggesting the Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference should go 
back to holding four-team playoffs to 
determine its divisional baseball champi
ons. 

If that was the case. the eighth-seeded 
Redskins would never have r'eccivcd the 
opportunity to play defending OV AC 
champion and 2008 top seea John Mar, 
shall on Tuesday night in a Class AAAA 
quarterfinal held at Monarch Field in Glen 
Dale. · 

Considering the outcome of the game. 
that obviously would have suited the John 
Marshall fans just fine. 

Indian Creek, relying on the solid pitch
ing of Tyler Carney and a defense that 
made all the routine plays. took advantage 

of a Monarchs thrU\ving error in the sec
ond inning that keyed a 2-1 Redskins vic
tory. 

The top of the second began with John 
Marshall pitcher Ryan Lewicki sandwich
ing walks to catcher Brandon Gillespie and 
Tim Newburn uround a strikeout of Alan 
Stevens. Mike Wilson, the ninth hitter in 
the Creek batting order. hit a ground ball tu 
the left side or the infield which Lewicki 
.stabbed while moving toward third base. 
He first appeared ready to make a throw 
trying for a force play on courtesy mnncr 
Vince Petrozzi. but suddenly turned toward 
second and fired the ball into left field. 

By the time. the Monarchs got the ball 
back into the infield. Petrozzi had scored 
the game's first run and Newburn was 
standing on the doorstep at third base. A 
few seconds later. Newburn crossed the 
plate when Kody Grimes' hard ~rounder 
to the mound hounced off Lewicki but was 
fielded at shortstop by Carson Kootz. 
whose throw to first was in time to nip the 
runner. 
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>ark hurler to 
:ontinue career 
1t Bluefield State 

A four-year letterwinner, 
Hohman and her teammates 
came two-runs shy of a state
tournament berth last season, 
falling to East Fairmont in a 
regional final in Morgan-

By MIKE HUGHES town. 
StufIWrlter Her junior season, she 

Wheeling Park's Mary sported an 18-6 record with 
ohman didn't waste much a 1.92 ERA and 95 strike
me in making her collegiate outs. But what makes 
:lection. Hohman an invaluable mem
Her plan was simple: find ber in any lineup is her skill 
school where she could with the bat. 
ith play softball anti study She led Park in batting 
~r intemh..•<l major or Rn<lio- last seuson, hitting a crisp 
-gic Technolng'y. .500 with 41 hits and 17 
That's what she found in RBI. -It's not often you see a 

.re'.'it Virninia Conference team's pitcher also batting 
emher Bluelield State, and cleanup. but that's the versa
·ter talking with Coach tility Hohman brings with 
rnie Walters. Hohman her game. 
asted lillle time in signing The Big Blues are strug-
e dotted line. gling this season with a 3-28 
··1 really didn't look at record, including a 2-16 

1y\vhere else." Hohman conference mark, 
.id. "'They were really con- Bluefield's main pitcher, 
Jent in what I had to offer sophomore Nicole McDon
thletically) and were sup- • aid, an O~tario, Canada. 
Htive in my decision f'or native, will _return. b~t 
y major. Hohman explained she will 
"'I thought or West Uber- be given the opportunity to 
. but it's too close to be the Blues' No. I arm next 

1me." 
Hohman is looking to start 

e next phase of her of her 
:ademic and athletic life 
td the near-300 mile dis
nee between Wheeling and 
luefield seemed to mesh 
ell with her plans. It's 
ose enough to come home 
,r u visit, but fnr enough 
here coming home every 
eekend is more of a nice 
ought than a viable option. 

spring. 
"(Walters) said that I 

could get the top spot if I 
wanted to and I'm going to 
try and fight for it,·• 
Hohman said. "I'll be play
ing my freshman year and 
that's going to be nice." 

When not pitching, the 
coach wants to keep 
Hohman's bat in the lineup 
and has mentioned to her the 
possibility of playing one of 

the outfield positions as 
well. 

It's been a \Vhile since 
Hohman has patrolled the 
grass. but a brief refresher 
should get her back up to 
speed. 

As a pitcher, Hohman has 
played. and excelled. on the 
varsity level since her fresh
man season. 

Her fastball doesn't have 
the most zip of the pitchers 
in the valley, but what 
Hohman does have is good 
control and quality breaking 
pitches that routinely keep 
even the best hillers off-bal
ance. She has a consistent 
five-pitch repertoire but 
doesn t hesitate to offer up a 
surprise if the situation war
rants. 

But according to her 
coach. what makes Hohman 
so successful is her ability to 
zone in on the task at hand. 

"She's very mature and 
focused on whatever it is she 
wants to do.'· Park coach 
Dee Davis said. "'She sets 
goals and goes afth themi' 

Davis has no doubt 
Hohman is ready for the rig
ors of WVC softball. Neither 
does Hohman, but the Patri
ots senior would like to add 
one more element to her 
game before hitting the col
leg1ate circuit. 

"'I'd like to master balling 
from the left side," Hohman 
said. "'I can swing lefty. but 
I'd like to be able to be just 
as confident from either side 
of the plate." 

Photo by Scott McCloskey 
rooke's Alexa Hunter makes a return while playing in a doubles match with Emily 
iglianco (background) as the two played against Wheeling Central's Alex Greco 
1d Natalie Palmer during the OVAC Girls' Tennis Tournament held at West Liber
State College tennis courts Tuesday. 

?ark Doubles Perfect 
>atriots off to 
100d start at 
)VAC tourney 
The Wheeling Park girls' 
nnis team eompleteLI a 
,rfect douhles portion of 
c OV AC Tennis Champi
iships on Tuesday at West 

Liberty State College. 
The Patriots won all three 

titles, with the teams of 
Tierra Waldrum/Ali 
Prather, Ellen 
Freeman(fiffany Waldrum. 
and Kaitlyn 
McKitrick/Emily Ellwood 
all taking home hardware. 

Wheeling Park racked up 
12 points, which is twice as 

3Great 
Steak Nights! 

-
12 oz. Sirloin with snfod, potnlo & bread 

Mondays. Benwood & Unrlo's West 
Tuesday, • Elm Grove 
Wednesdays• Hurricane Hcrks 

S7.115-9pm 

Denwood 181. Clairsville I Elm Grove I Hurricane Herks 
233 OS{iO G!)5 8888 242-5585 214-45 75 

many as second-place 
Linsly. Oak Glen and Weir 
are each seven points back. 

The boys' singles will be 
played today at West Liber
ty, beginning at 8: 30 a.m. 
Championship matches are 
scheduled to start at 4 p.m., 
weather providing. 

OVAC TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Girl•' Ocublu 

Ne. 1 
Tierra Wa1drum/A!i Prathor (WP) d. 

Julia Larch/Jassica Sikora (W) B·5. 
No.2 

Ellon Freoman(Tiffany Waldrum 
(WP) tL Mola!gh Poling/Haley Powell 
fQG) 8·3. 

_ Nc.3 
Kaitlyn McKltrlck/Emily Ellwood 

/WP) d. Di11na Long/Marla Miller !Ll B·5. 

ter nrtngJng home a run. four. 
Losing pitcher Mariah Marley doubled 

for tl1e Blue Devils. 
Buckeye Local 3, Martins Ferry 2 

At Martins Ferry, Kristen Koles doubled 
and had three RBI as Buckeye Local ( 15-4) 
spoiled Martins Ferry's debut at its new 
sports complex. Callie Clark limited the 
Purple Riders (8-9) to six hits while striking 
out six and not issuing a walk. 

Cameron 23, Hundred I 
At Hundred, catcher Kylie Bungard 

homered, doubled, singled twice and plated 
seven runs us Cameron ( 15-4) scored 12 in 
the fourth and eii;ht in the fifth in hammering 
Hundred. Winning pitcher Janet Peterson 
(four strikeouts), Morgan Hughes and Kayla 
McConnell drove in three each for the Drag
ons, while Lauren Siburt had two RBI. 

Jenny Chambers and Kayla Lewis plated 
runs for Martins Ferry. 

OV AC Tournament 
Class AA 

Indian Creek 10, Weir 7 Fort Frye 6, Steub. Catholic I 
At Wintersville, Liz Williamson won in 

relief and also had three hits and an RBI as 
Indian Creek downed Weir. Kayla Mont
gomery, Brianna Anderson and Anastasia 
Haysler all drove in u run for the Redskins 

At Steubenville, Koutney Booth tossed a 
four-hitter, striking out I 0, to lead Fort Frye 
(8-4) to a victory against host Steubenville 
Catholic (11-5). Ashley Okey plated two 
runs for the Cadets. 

Park----------
(Continued from Page 15) 

Edison finally got its 
offense going in the bottom 
of the fifth inning, as Jere
my Mutics drove in a run, 
cutting the lead to 4-1. In 
the bottom of the sixth, Edi
son added another run to 
come within two runs, but 
that is as close as it would 
get. 

Doyle finished things off 
by forcing u Drew Powley 
flyout with two runners on 
base and two outs. 

"Their pitcher did an out
standing Job. especially in 
the first five innings, of 
keeping us off-balance," 
Collopy said. "We weren't 
·able to sit back until late in 
the game and we weren't 
able to put the ball in play. 
Later in the game, we had 
some opportunities that we 
didn't take advantage of. 
Their pitching did a great 
job and they !\fC a very well 
coached team. We just did
n't get the job done against 
them." 

Edison's Corbin Cline 
picked up the loss, allowing 
four hits. Cline also struck 
out three while walking 
two batters. 

CLASSAAAA 
Cambridge 6 

Buckeye Local 3 
At Cambridge, Trevor 

Markley homered and drove 
in three runs and Timmy 
Harvey whiffed 12 in a 
complete-game effort as 
Cambridge advanced by 
doubling up Buckeye Local. 
Tyler Hardesty add a pair of 
RBI for the Bobcats (11-5), 
while Zach Freeman drove 
in one and Ryan McClel
land collected two hits. 

Josh Verhovec and Brad 
Hughes plated runners for 
the Panthers, and Lance 
Pierpoint tripled. 

Steubenville 4 
Beaver Local 3 

At Steubenville, Jeremy 
Banks struck out nine and 
didn't issue a walk to pick 
up a victory as Steubenville 
moved on by beating 
Beaver Local. Anthony 
Gossett hit a two-run homer 
and finished with three RBI 
for Big Red. 

D.J. Taylor had two hits 
for the Beavers and Dustin 
Sprouse doubled. 

CLASS AAA 
Barnesville 9 

Harrison Central 2 
At Barnesville, Shane 

Crosier limited the opposi
tion to three hits and struck 
out eight as Barnesville (I 0-
4) routed Harrison Central 

H. S. BASEBALL 
Billy Merryman and 

Nathan Butts had three hits 
each for the Tigers. 

( 1 0-9). Cameron Hall had CLASS A 
two doubles and two RBI Bridgeport 11 
for the Shamrocks, and Bishop Donahue 0 
Devin Stephen had two hits At Bridgeport, sopho-
and three RBI. more C.J. Foose struck out 

Dustin Gibson hit two six in the first perfect game 
singles for the Huskies. of his career, leading 

Martins Ferry s Bridgeport into the semifi-
Unlon Local 4 nals with a victory ai;ainst 

At Martins Ferry, Steve Bishop Donahue. Timmy 
Splenda tied it with a single Smith's bat paced the 
in the bottom of the seventh offense with two hits and 
and then Fred Owens drove three RBI, while Foose dou
in the winner as Martins bled in two and Ryan Kreit
Ferry christened its new er had three hit and an RBI. 
complex with a victory Paden City 5, Beallsville 4 
against Union Local. At Paden City, Ryan 

Catcher Mark Thompson Thoburn struck out eight to 
drilled a two-run single for earn the victory and Coty 
the Jets Meadows homered to drive 

CLASS AA in three to lift Paden City 
Monroe Central I (16-8) past Beallsville (3-

Shenaudoab O I 0). The Wildcats scored 
At Woodsfield, Ryan the winning run when Just 

Highman struck out I I,· Grimes scored from third in 
allowed three hits and didn't the bottom of the fifth on a 
walk a batter as Monroe sacrifice fly by Coty 
Central (8-3) skipped past Beaver. 
Shenandoah on an RBI sin- Chris Loy also had an 
gle from Josh Turner in the RBI for Paden City. 
first that scored Sean Smith- George Ruckman and 
berger. Jared Mellinger had an RBI 

Ethan Rose had two hits each for the Blue Devils. 
for the Seminoles. Weirton Madonna 19 

Brandon Starr singled Valley 0 
twice for the Zeps. At Weirton, Eddie Nogay 

Llnsly 3, Fort Frye 2 . was the winning pitcher 
At Beverly, Warren Ham- with 13 strikeouts, and 

me! fanned eight and Taylor George Magnone and Max 
Cecil singled twice to drive Nogay came up with three 
in a run as Linsly eliminated hits each as Weirton 
Fort Frye. Jordan Medley Madonna trounced Valley. 
added a double for the The Lumberjacks were 
Cadets. held to a pair of singles. 

Tyler Stevens took the Toronto 10 
loss for the Cadets, but Bell. SL John O 
drive in a run with a pair of At Toronto, Zach Stewart 
hits including a double. hit a two-run homer to pace 

Steub. Catholic 14 a nine-hit attack, leading 
Buckeye Trail 4 Toronto by Bellaire St. 

At Steubenville, Nick John. Dave Porter threw a 
Milosevich had three hits no-hitter, striking out two 
that drove in seven runs and alon/l the way. 
Steubenville Catholic (13- Mike Ludewig drove in 
2) ran over Buckeye Trail two for the Red Knights, 
(5-9). Mike DiChazi had while Max King and Jordan 
two RBI for the Crusaders, Cooper brought one home 
and Brian Defranco had each. 
three hits. Regular Season 

Cameron 8 
West Greene 1 

For the Warriors, Steve 
Berns had an RBI and Pete 
Gravens and Cody Nelson 
evenly divided four hits. 

Frontier 2, Shadyside 1 
8 lnnlugs 

At Shadyside, Tyler Har
ris had a pair of hits and 
Ryan Neader singled home 
a run as Frontier (I 0-3) 
slipped past Shadyside (12-
4 ). Ethan Morris whiffed 
nine and walked two to earn 
a victory. 

At Cameron, Jordan 
Simons and Tanner Hoff
man each hit home runs to 
help Cameron .(I 0-1 3) get 
the best of West Greene (6-
8). Jacob Koontz was the 
winning pitcher, striking out 
six and limiting the visitors 
to four hits. 

Kyle Warsinsky had two 
hits and three RBI for the 
Dragons. 

F/ying---------
(Continued from Page 15) 
"We gave them the 

momentum in the first 
inning and they never gave 

it back," Wadusky said. 
A two-run single in the 

fifth accounted for Magno
lia's final runs as the Blue 
Eagles finished with I I 
runs on 11 hits. 

All but one of the 
Eagles' nine hitters 
reached safely, and the one 
that didn't, Kimble, had 
the second-inning sacri
fice. 

That's how it's been 
during Mainolia's hot 
streak - Cisar has been 
getting a little something 
from everyone. 

"During this streak, 
we've hit the ball well and 
pitched well and played 

well defensively," Cisar 
said. "And since Jordan 
Ash has come back, he's 
been above and beyond 
anything I've expected. 

"When he swings at 
strikes, he's dangerous all 
the time.'' 

Ash, who added a single 
in the second innin~, has 
been hitting .750 10 his 
past six games, and along 
with Zajdowicz, gives the 
Eagles serious pop in the 
heart of the order. 

Magnolia advances to 
take on Martins Ferry on 
Saturday. The Purple Rid
ers beat Union Local by a 
5-4 count. 



Redskins---------
(Continued Crom Page 15) problems as he matched 

But Indian Creek had the Carney's five-hit effort. 
only two runs it needed to The John Marshall lefty 
upset John Marshall (15-4) surrendered back-to-back 
for the second time in a singles to Grimes and 
week. In their first meeting, Daniel Dunlevy in the first 
the Redskins took advan- inning. However, he 
Lage of nine John Marshall escaped without giving up a 
errors to capture a 16- 12 run by hustling over to the 
upset nod in eight innings. bag and taking a throw 
. It required only one Mon- from first baseman Kylen 
archs miscue to help the Whipp whose diving stop 
Redskins accomplish an denied a bid by James Wat-
OV AC stunner. son for a two-RBI single. 

With the upset nod, Indi- Overall, Lewicki struck 
an Creek (8-12) moves on out seven and walked three. 
to Saturday's AAAA semi- He retired the Redskins in 
finals against another lower order in the fourth and sev
seed, Wheeling Park. The enth innings. 
fifth-seeded Patriots defeat- John Marshall's only run 
ed No. 4 Edison, 4-2, on was scored in the bottom of 
the Wildcats' home field. the second as Marshall 

Mike Cottis, the Red- White walked, took third on 
skins' head coach, admitted Kirk Conroy's single to 
he had clipped a portion of right field and was sent 
the newspaper article and home when Whipp took an 
attached it to his lineup card inside-out swing and 
before the game. dropped an RBI base hit 

"I have nothing ai;ainst into right field. Conroy 
the media, but I saw 11 and stopped at third but was 
thought this might be a stranded as Carney dealt a 
good motivational tool for called third strike to Clint 
our kids," he explained. Cunningham and got Jacob 

"I know a lot of people Carnahan lo bounce into a 
have been saying that eight . force play. 
teams shouldn't be in there The Monarchs didn't get 
(the playoffs) and this another base runner until 
proves that on any given the sixth when Koontz 
day a team can step up and cracked a sharp single up 
win a big game." the. middle. He moved to 

Both sides received second as Carney's pickoff 
excellent pitching. Carney, throw was in the d1rt and 
who relies on his ability to got past the Redskins first 
throw strikes and hitting baseman. 
spots to keep opposing bat- With one out and the 
ters off balance, tossed a tying run ut second, Lewic

ki popped out to Dunlevy at 
second base. Koontz 
attempted to move up to 
third on a ground ball hit in 
front of him but was cut 
down on an Alan Stevens 
throw to Wilson. JM again 
got the tying run at second 
as Jesse Persinger advanced 
on a wild pitch. However, 
the inning ended as K.C . 
McGilton was pegged out 
at first on his one hopper to 
Stevens at short. 

In the seventh inning, 
John Marshall got some 
hope again as Conroy lined 
a single to center with one 
out. Casey Defibaugh was 
sent to the plate as a pinch 
batter for Whipp and also 
hit the ball sharply. Unfor
tunately the ball was hit 
right at shortstop Stevens 
and the Redskins were able 
to turn the 6-4-3 double
play to seal the victory. 

"It was a real good i;ame 
on their part," said disap
pointed Monarchs coach 
Bob Montgomery. who was 
hoping John Marshall 
would remain in the hunt to 
capture their third OV AC 
crown in the last four sea
sons. "Their kid was able 
to mix up his pitches well 
and we really didn't have u 
lot of opportunities. 

"This was disappointing 
but I've been around long 
enough to know that an/ 
thing can happen in ·base
ball. We have to score more 
than one run to beat any
body we play." 

five-hitter. Carney issued 
one walk and struck out 
three. In one stretch, he· 
retired l O straight hitters, 
beginning with the final out 
of the second inning and 
continuing through the third 
fourth and fifth frames. 

NO PAYMENTS SNAPPER. 

"Tyler has three, some
times four pitches that he is 
able to control very well,'.' 
Collis said. ''.He has grown 
by leaps and bounds this 
year as a pitcher." 

Lewicki also was on his 
game after the early control 

NO INTEREST 
TIL LABOR, DAY 2008* 
O~ all Snapper Riders, Tractors, 
Mowers, Tillers, Pressure Washers, 
Generators and Utility Vehicles 

234 Main Street, Claysville, PA 
www.sprowlsandsons.com 

'with a rovod credit Sea us for complete details. 

E ESTABLISHED 
•• IN1891 

~ (724) 663-7777 
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Toronto fights 
off Madonna 
for 1-A title 
By ASHLEY NEWMAN 
For The nmes Leader 

STEUBENVILLE - Mirroring the clouds that circled 

overhead just before the first pitch, the Madonna baseball 

team began the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class A 

championship game against Toronto with a flurry. 

The Red Knights eventually regained control and used a 

strong finish to collect a 9-4 victory at Vacarro Field on 

Saturday, capturing the conference crown. 
"It is nice to play in the OV AC tournament," Toronto 

head coach Brian Perkins said. "They do a great job in host

ing a first class event every year. We are very happy to rep

resent Toronto and represent the Ohio Valley Athletic 

Conference." 
With the way the game started, it looked as though the 

Red Knights had a long day in front of them. 

Toronto pitcher Mike Radvansky strug- ,,...,., 

gled with his control in the first inning. @; VA!.t 
After walking three of the first four batters, tIE-~ ~ 
Madonna's·Lou Comis drilled a one-out y :~ • 

grand slam deep to left field, giving the .-,: 1 ii' /4.~ 
Blue Dons an early 4-0 lead. 'll/i -~ 

The poor start to the contest seemed to r ~ 
awaken Radvansky, as the junior took control 

of the game in the second inning. 
In the bottom of the second frame, the Toronto bats also 

came to life. With Dave Porter on second base two outs, 

Mitch Ludewig came up with an RBI double to center field, 

cutting the lead to 4-1. 
Madonna starting pitcher Max Nogay did his best to hold 

down the Red Knight bats, as both teams failed to score in 

the third frame. 
Toronto ( 17-4) caught its offensive rhythm again in the 

bottom of the fourth inning. A Jordan Cooper double was 

followed by a one-out RBI single by Porter, trimming the 

deficit lo 4-2. 
After Radvansky again quieted the Madonna bats in the 

top of the fifth inning, Toronto broke the game open in the 

bottom of that frame. 
Nogay forced two ground outs to start the fifth inning, 

but an error on what would have been the third out of the 

inning allowed the Red Knights' Max King to reach base, 

Toronto would not waste the opportunity, Mike Garman 

followed with an infield hit and another Blue Don error 

allowed King to cross the plate. Cooper then came up with 

another big hit, smacking a double into right field and 

knocking in two, giving Toronto a 5-4 lead. 

It was no surprise to Perkins that his squad came through 

with the big offensive innings to take the lead, 

"All day long we were getting good at bats, We were seeing 

the pitches well and putting the ball in play," Perkins said. 

Toronto will look to take the momentum from earning 

the OV AC championship and apply it to a regular season 

meeting at home against Big Red at 5 p.m. on Monday. 

Cambridge downs 
Wheeling Park, 11-6 
By MIKE HUGHES 
For The Times Leader 

Cambridge is widely regarded as housing one of the 

more feared lineups in the Ohio Valley. 
From top to bottom, the Bobcats hit with consistency and 

power, with rarely a game going by without someone in that 

lineup going downtown. 
Such was the case Saturday as a pair of early Cambridge 

home runs set the tone in a I 1-6 victory against Wheeling 

Park in the OV AC Class AAAA Championship Game at 

Vaccaro Field. 
"I'd like to congratulate Cambridge, they have a hecku

va team," Wheeling Park coach Chad Stout said. "They 

attack from the first inning and they can hit a ton, 1-

through-9. 
"It's a tough lineup to face because any one of them can 

put it out." 
After Park failed lo score with two aboard in the top half 

or the first, Cambridge quickly went to work against 

Patriots I starter Christian Lewton. 
Arter Lewton induced a groundout from leadoff hitter 

Winston Turner, 
Trevor Markely turned on the first pitch he saw and 

crushed it deep to left-center. 
The ball bounced high off the top of the fence and out of 

play for the solo home run. 

Power Surge 
Propels 
Cambridge 
Bobcats' bats come alive in 
OV AC title tilt triumph 

By MIKE HUGHES 
Staff Writer 

. Cambridge is widely regarded as hous-
111g one of the more feared lineups in the 
Ohio Valley, 

From top to bottom, the Bobcats hit with 
co~sistency and power, with rarely a game 

gomg by without someone in that lineup 
going downtown. 

Such was the case Saturday as a. pair of 

early Cambridge home runs set the tone in 

an I 1-6 victory against Wheeling Park in 

the OV AC Class AAAA Championship 
Game at Vaccaro Field, 

"I'd like to congratulate Cambridge, 

they have a heckuva team," Wheeling Park 
coach Chad Stout said. "They attack from 

the first inning and they can hit a ton, 1-
through-9. 

"It's a tough lineup 
to face because any one 
of them can put it out." 

After Park failed to 
score with two aboard 
in the top half of the 

- Page 83 first, Cambridge quick-

. ly went to work against 
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Patriots' starter Christian Lewton. 
After Lewton induced a groundout from 

leadoff hitter Winston Turner, Trevor 

Markely turned on the first pitch he saw 
and crushed it deep lo left-center. The ball 
bounced high off the top of the fence and 
out of play for the solo home run. 

Then in the third, with his team leading 

2-0, sophomore Tyler Hardesty crushed a 
2-J pitch from Lewton deep over the left
f1eld _fence. The large throng in attendance 

had ltttle doubt what was transpiring as the 

ball rocketed off Ha'rdesty's bat, leaving 
the Vaccaro Field grounds ma hurry. 

Hard7sty's fifth homer of the season 
came with two aboard and the resulting 5-0 
lead provided Bobcats' starter Timmy Har
vey all the insurance we needed. 

Mixing well-placed fastballs with a hard
breaking curveball. _the junior kept Park's 

!utters off-balance tor the majority of his 
seven innings of service. 

The Patriots notched an unearned run in 
the fourth inning after Chad Bishop 

reached courtesy an error and was driven 
home on pinch-hitter Wyatt Lovis' two-out 
single. 
. Cambridge quickly answered with a 

five-run, fourth inning. Hardesty drew a 
bases-loaded walk, Tyler Leppla had a 

three-_run double and Ryan McClelland's 
RBI smgle gave the Bobcats a commanding 
I 0-1 advantage. 

"Our bats were pretty consistent and 
(overall), we fielded the ball well." Cam

bridge coach Matt Johnson said after his 
team won its first OV AC baseball champi
o~ship, "It's always special to do some
thmg for the first time, so I'm real proud of 
what we accomplished." 

Harvey finished with seven strikeouts 

against four walks and limited the Patriots 
to two runs - Ryan Sengewalt had an RBI 
single in the fifth inning - through six 
innings of play. 

Sensing what was about to transpire and 

holding a sizable 11-2 lead, the Bobcats 
got a little complacent in the seventh and 
allowed Park to trim the lead by four. 

"I thought in that last inning we kind of 

pressed a little bit," Johnson said. "But 

Tim".1y docs a good job and knows how to 
get himself out of a lot of jams. 

, "He knows he has a job to do and does
n t get frustrated. He knows how to pitch 
he's not a thrower." ' 

Brad Gucker! led off the seven with a 
single and after Harvey walked Brian 
Coen, Heath Beecher crushed a three-run 
shot to left-center for an 11-5 score. 

See, Surge, Page B5 

. ....... •·· ............. . 

•• 
, Today's Results: 

~ Q. Do you like the idea of 
Dumatrait as a starter for 

Pirates? 

Ill 



Central Gets to Highman 
Crusaders score 
early against 
Seminoles' ace 

By MIKE MATHISON 
For the News-Register 
It's time to move on for 

the Steubenville Catholic 
Central baseball team. 

The Crusaders reached 
one of their goals Saturday 
with a 9-4 victory against 
Monroe Central to capture 
their second straight Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 
Class AA championship. 

"This is what we have 
looked forward to since Day 
l,'' said Central senior Mike 
Dichazi, who had three. hits 
and an RBI. "This is the 
most important thing we 
wanted all season up until 
now.'' 

The two teams met each 
other two w.eeks ago, when 
Catholic Central walked 
away with a I0-0 victory. 

The Seminoles did not 
pitch their ace, Ryan High
man, that game. But, he was 
on the mound Saturday. 

"He's a pretty good 
pitcher," said Catholic Cen
tral starting and winning 
pitcher Brian DeFranco. 
'We figured we had to 

come out and get him 
early." 

"He's a quality pitcher," 
Crusaders coach Frank 
Spence said of Highman, 
who beat the boys in blue-

and-gold in the sectional 
tournament when he was a 
freshman. "We just had to 
be focused and have good 
at-bats. 

"He set us down the first • 
time through. But, after that 
we had good at-bats, put the 
ball in play against htm and 
made them play some 
defense. 

"Then we had small ball 
going a couple times and we 
were successful.'' 

Monroe Central had a 2-0 
lead after 2 ½ innings. 

The Crusaders took care 
of that advantage in the bot
tom of the third. 

Justin Teramana singled, 
Justin Kaufmann reached on 
an error and Ryan Morrow 
laid down a bunt single .. 

DeFranco brought home 
Teramana and Kaufmann 
with a single. Dichazi, 
Aaron Straney and Nick 
Milosevich followed with 
RBI singles. Teramana later 
added an RBI double for 
seven runs. 

"I don't think we wore 
him down, we just gave him 
something to think about," 
Spence said of the inning. 
"He bounced back and 
pitched strong. We beat a 
quality pitcher." 

"All I had to do with the 
five run lead is not give up 
too many runs 1 '' said 
DeFranco. "I think that 
(seven run) inning got them 
down a little bit. They still 
battled back, but that inning 

was big forus." 
Monroe Central added 

two in the top of the fifth 
inning. 

Sean Smithberger and 
Josh Turner singled and 
Adam Masters doubled in 
Smithberger and Turner 
scored on an error. 

The Crusaders, though, 
answered with two runs of 
their own in the following 
half of the inning. . • 

Jordan Porecca singled, 
stole second and went to 
third on the throwing error. 
He scored when Teramana 
reached, on an error. With 
two outs, Marrow sing!e'd 
and 'Teramana later came 
home on the back half of u 
double steal. 

"This feels 7reat going 
back-to-back,' said Dic-
hazi. "It's amazing." , 

"We kind of almost 
expected to win the 
OV ACs," Kaufmann said. 
"Now, we're looking for
ward to that state tourna
ment more than anything. 

"This is a big confidence 
boost for us going into the 
state tournament. 11 

The drawing for the 
beginning of the state tour
nament, the sectional tour
ney, is today. 

The Crusaders are in an 
ei$ht-team sectional at 
Bridgeport High School on 
May l 0-1 7 with Toronto, 
Shadyside, Frontier, Bridge
port, Wellsville, River and 
winless St. John Central. 

Devils Pocket First Title ' • 

St. Clairsville 
tags Owens for • 
four runs 

By RICH GIBSON 
For the Ncws-Rcglstcr 
The first one is the sweet

est for Tom Sliva. 
St. Clairsville's veteran 

coach guided his Red Devils 
to an OV AC Class AAA 
championship Saturday 
night at Vaccaro Field in 
Steubenville. 

In a light, wire-to-wire 
pitching dual, the Devils pre
vailed by a 4-1 count. . 

"This my first OV AC 
title here at St. Clairsville 
and it's very, very sweet," 
Sliva said. "We had two or 
three intense practices and 
the results were positive. 
Our kids really deserve 
this." , 

St. C. junior southpaw· 
Ryan Jarv.ie was brilliant 
after surrend ,ring a first
inning run tu J 1sh Lucas' 

Purple. 
Jarvie worked into the 

sixth inning, recording seven 
strikeouts along the way. 

When Ferry placed two 
runners on base in the sixth 
inning, Sliva opted to bring 
on senior Anthony Wakim. 
The righthander retired all 
four batters he faced. 

"If you would have told 
me we would hold St. 
Clairsville to four runs and 
six hits, we would have liked 
our chances,'' Lucas said. 
"Give Jarvie tons of credit 
for a gutsy effort, but our 
kids have nothing to hang 
their heads over.'' 

Ferry scored its only run 
in the top of the first. after 
lead-off hitter Brandon 
Leonard singled and eventu
ally scored on a wild pitch, 
but the Purple would not 
touch home again. . 

St. C. answered immedi
ately in its half of the first 
inning. Shortstop Adam 
Shanks drilled an opposite 
field triple. 

One out later, sophomore 
Tom Machovena unloaded a 
two-run homer well over the 
scoreboard in left center. 

"Tommy's bomb enabled 
us to relax a little bit,'' Sliva 
said. 

St. C. tacked on one run in 
the third on a RBI hit from 
the bat of senior Zane But
ler, which plated teammate 
Dustin Hynes. 

The Red Devils scored 
their final run in the fourth 
frame when sophomore Dan 
Slavik drew a base on balls 
and later scored on a wild 
pitch. 

St. C. improves to I 5-7, 
while Ferry fell to 12-8. 

Senior Brody Call tripled 
and singled for the Red Dev
ii s and was on base four 
times. Butler contributed 
two singles. 

Leonard belted'two sin
gles for the Purple. Senior 
righthander Fred Owens 
scattered six hits in the loss. 
Owens struck out six and 
walked a like number. 
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Devils 
take 3-A 
crown 
By RICH GIBSON 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

STEUBENVILLE - The 
first one is the sweetest for 
Tom Sliva. 

• St. Clairsville's veteran 
coach guided his Red Devils 
to an OV AC 3-A champi
onship Saturday night here 
at Vaccaro Field. 

In a tight, wire-to-wire 
pitching dual, the Devils pre
vailed by a 4-i count 

"This my first OV AC 
title here at St. Clairsville 
and it's very, very sweet," 
Sliva said. "We had two or 
three intense practices and 
the results were positive. 
Our kids really deserve tWs." 

St. C. junior southpaw 
Ryan Jarvie was brilliant 
after surrendering a first
inning run to Josh Lucas' 
Purple. 

Jarvie worked into the 
sixth inning, recording seven 
strikeouts along the way. 

When Ferry placed two 
runners on base in the sixth 
inning, Sliva opted to bring 
on senior Anthony Wakim. 
The rlghthander retired all 
four batters he facecl 

"If you would have told 
me we would hold St. 
Clairsville 'to four runs and 
six hits, we would hrive liked 
our chances," Lucas said. 
"Give Jarvie tons of credit 

See, ST. C., Page C2 

T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S 
Ryan Jarvie comes home 
with a pitch during 
Saturday's Class 3-A 
OVAC title game. 
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T•L Photo/MIKE PALMER 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE catcher Tom Machovena is greeted at home plate by his learn• 
mates after connecting on what proved to be the game-winning home run, a tower

·I ng two-run shot In the •first Inning. Additional images may be found at 
cu.tlmes/eaderonline.com 

e St. C. 
Continued from Page C1 

for a gutsy effort, but our kids have nothing 
to hang their heads over." 

Ferry scored its only run in the top of the 
first after lead-off hitter Brandon Leonard 
singled and eventually scored on a wild 
pitch, but the Purple would not touch home 
again. 

SL C. answered immediately 
in its half of the first inning. 
Shortstop Adam Shanks drilled 
an opposite field triple. 

One out later, sophomore 
Tom Machovena unloaded a 
two-run homer well over the 
scoreboard in left center. 

"Tommy's bomb enabled us 
to relax a little bit," Sliva said. 

SL C. tacked on one run in the third on a 
RBI hit from the bat of senior Zane Butler, 
which plated teammate Dustin Hynes. 

The Red Devils scored their final run in 
the fourth frame when sophomore Dan 
Slavik drew a base on balls and later scored 

on a wild pitch. 
St C. improves to 15-7, while Ferry fell 

to 12-8. 
Senior Brody Call tripled and singled for 

the Red Devils and was on base four times. 
Butler contributed two singles. 

Leonard belted two sin
g !es for the Purple. Senior 
righthander Fred Owens scattered 
six hits in the loss. Owens struck 
out six and walked a like number. 

"I was really pleased with 
the way our kids approached their 
at-bats," said Sliva. "Owens is a 
really tough customer, and I 
thought we worked him well." 

St. C. has a scheduled 
Monday home game against Zanesville. 

Ferry is idle until Thursday when 
Shadyside visits. 

Gibson can be reached at rgib
son@timesleaderonline.com 
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Bobcats advance to OVAC semifinals with 6-3 win 
Cambridge upends ~uckeye Local to move on in OVAC Tournament 
JASON MILLER 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

The Bobcats of Cambridge 
High, behind the arm of junior 
pitcher TIIllIIly Harvey, ousted 
Buckeye Local, 6-3, in Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 

Class 4-A quarterfinal action 
on Tuesday. 

"Timmy has been consis
tent like that for us all year,'' 
Cambridge head coach Matt 
Johnson pointed out "I thought 
the biggest thing for him was 

Ryan Pavlov/The Dally Jeffersonlanlwww.buyjettphotos.com 
Cambridge Blgh's Trevor Markley steals second bnse ns 
Bnckeye Local's Jade Waligora receives the throw from 
catcher Shane Bishop in the first inning. Markley wonld later 
bit a home rnn to help lift the 'Cats to a 6-3 win in an OVAC 
qnarterfinal matcbup. 

when he got into a .bit of the 
jam in the fifth inning - he 
was able to calm down, regain 
his composure and get some 
big outs. That was huge for 
our team, and it was nice to see 
from him." 

Harvey tossed a complete
garne, allowed three runs ( one 
earned) on six hits with 12 
strikeouts and one walk. 
In addition to Harvey's per

formance on the hill, Johnson 
was equally impressed with 
the improvements his defense 
made. 

"We arc getting more com
fortable," he mentioned, "and 
we feel if we can limit our
selves to three errors, we can 
win. It might not sound good 
to everybody, but, for us, if we 
can keep it under four errors 
we feel we have a pretty good 
shot of winning.'' 

The 'Cats (ll-5)tookanearly 
1-0 lead in their hair of the 
opening frame. Senior Trevor 
Markley got things going with 
a one-out walk. After stealing 
second, Markley was driven in 
oa a double by Tyler Hardesty 
down the left line. 
In the second inning, CHS 

tacked on two more runs on a 

Markley RBI single that scored 
Ryan McClelland, and a sac
rifice fly by Zach Freeman 
which brought in Harvey. 

Buckeye Local (IQ-10) was 
able to trim the Bobcats' lead 
to 4-1 in the top half of the 
fourth. Jade Waligora singled 
down the right line to start the 
innings. After HarlleY, fanned 
the next to Panther batters, 
I;Janny Peddicord hit into a 
fielder's choice and Waligora 
reached second oa a throwing 
error. Thea, first baseman Brad 
Hughes laced a single to left 
field which scored Waligora 
from second. 

Not to be discouraged, the 
home team was able to answer 
in the bottom portion of the 
same inning. Junior Winston 

Ryan Pavlov/The Dally Jeffersonlanlwww.buyjeffphotos.com 
Cambridge ffigh jnnior pitcher Timmy Harvey fires the 
opening pitch in Tuesday's Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
qnarterfinal game against Bnckeye Local, Harvey fanned U 
in the Bobcats' 6-3 victory over the Panthers. 

Turner began the frame with 
a base-on-balls and advance 
to second oa a wild pitch. 
With Turner in scoring posi
tion, Markley blasted a home 
run over the left field wall 
to increase that Cambridge 
advantage to 5-1. 

'That was key fof us," 
Johnson said about Markley's 
home run. "A Five to one lead 
is obviously a lot different then 
three to one. If gave us a little 
bit of breathing room, in case 

See CHS page B-4 

Barnesville advances; Trail, Shenandoah fall in OVAC action 
BARNESVILLE - With a 9-2 OVAC 3-A quarterfinal win 

over the Harrison Central Huskies, the Barnesville Shamrocks 
advanced to the semifinal round Saturday and will face SL 
Clairsville, a winner over Bellaire 11-8 Tuesday, in Cadiz at 
Mazc:roski Field. 

The Shamrocks built a four-run edge early with a single tally in 
tht- fir,;:t twn in thP. ,;;:p.rnrui ~nrl nru- in tht> fnm1h hPfofl" Pnmtimr 

''With St. Clairsville, we have to keep them off balance because 
every guy in their lineup can hit the ball," he added. "Offensively, 
we have to wait for our pitch, just like we did tonight They 
also have very good pitchers, and they are No. I in 3-A for a 
reason." 

The Shamrocks banged out IO hits with Hall lacing two doubles 
1mrl rn11Prtino twn RRT whilP. ri:imPntPr :ultlr.l II rlnnhlP !lm-1 
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High, behind the arm of junior 
pitcher Tunrny Harvey, ousted 
Buckeye Local, 6-3, in Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 

tent like that for us all year;• 
Cambridge head coach Matt 
Johnson pointed out "I thought 
the biggest thing for him was 

Ryan Pavlov/The Dally Jeffersonlan/www.buyjeffphotos.com 
Cambridge Hlgb's Trevor Markley steals second base as 
Buckeye Local's Jade Waligora receives the throw from 
catcher Shane Bishop In the first Inning. Markley would later 
bit a home mu to help lift the 'Cats to a 6-3 win In au OVAC 
quarterllnal matchup. 

his composure and get s~me 
big outs. That was huge for 
our team, and it was nice to see 
from him." 

Harvey tossed a compiete
game, allowed three runs ( one 
earned) on six hits with I 2 
strikeouts and one walk. 

In addition to Harvey's per
formance on the hill, Johnson 
was equally impressed with 
the improvements his defense 
made. 

'We are getting more com
fortable," he mentioned, "and 
we feel if we can limit our
selves to three errors, we can 
win. It might not sound good 
to everybody, bu~ for ns, if we 
can keep it under four errors 
we feel we have a pretty good 
shot of winning." 

The 'Cats (11-5)took an early 
1-0 lead in their haif of the 
opening frame. Senior Trevor 
Markley got things going with 
a one-out walk. After stealing 
second, Markley was driven in 
on a double by 'Iyler Hardesty 
down the left line. 

In the second inning, CHS 
tacked on two more runs on a 

Markley RBI single that scored 
Ryan McClelland, and a sac
rifice fly by Zach Freeman 
which brought in Harvey. 

Buckeye Local (10-10) was 
able to trim the Bobcats' lead 
to 4-I in the top half of the 
fourth. Jade Waligora singled 
down the right line to start the 
innings. After HarYe:t fanaed 
the neXt to Panther batters, 
Danay Peddicord hit into a 
fielder's choice and Waligora 
reached second on a throwing 
error. Then, first baseman Brad 
Hughes laced a single to left 
field which scored Waligora 
from second. 

Not to be discouraged, the 
home team was ab)e to answer 
in the bottom portion of the 
same inning. Junior Winston 

Ryan Pavlov/The Dally Jeffersonlan/www.buyjeffphotos.com 
Cambridge High Jll!dor pitcher Timmy. Harvey fires the 
opening pitch In Tuesday's Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
quarterllnal game against Buckeye Local. Harvey fanned 12 
in the Bobcats' 6-3 victory over the Panthers. 

Turner began the frame with 
a base-on-balls and advance 
to second on a wild pitch. 
With Turner in scoring posi
tion, Markley blasted a home 
run over the left field wall 
to increase that Cambridge 
advantage to 5-1. 

"That was key for us," 
Johnson said about Markley's 
home run. "A Five to one Jead 
is obviously a lot different then 
three. to one. If gave us a little 
bit of breathing room, in case 

See CHS page B-4 

Barnesville advances; Trail, Shenandoah fall in OVAC action 
BARNESVILLE - With a 9-2 OVAC 3-A quarterfinal win 

over the Harrison Central Huskies, the Barnesville Shamrocks 
advanced to the semifinal round Saturday and will face St 
Clairsville, a winner over Bellaire I 1-8 Tuesday, in Cadiz at 
Mazerosld Field. 

The Shamrocks built a four-run edge early with a single tally in 
the ~ two in the second and one in the fourth before erupting 
for four runs in the fifth after giving up a pair to the Huskies 
in the top of the fifth. 

With their lead cut to 4-2, in the top of the fifth; the 
Shamrocks (10-4) got a single fromColby MacMillan 
who thcn-movcil to second on ~s'acrifice bunt -· 
by Shane Crosier. Cameron Hall followed with a 
double to chase MacMillan home and Corey Stephen 
reached oil a Harrison Central error sending Hall to 
third and he scored on the error. Kyle Carpenter fol
lowed with a double to send Stephen to third and Devin 
Stephen smacked a two-RBI single scoring both Corey and 
Hall to run the margin· to 8-2 and put the game out of reach. 

'We hit the ball really well, and even when we got out we hit 
it hard;' Barnesville coach DJ. Butler stated. 'We had a good 
night at the plate." 

Barnesville tacked on an insurance run in the sixth to provide 
the 9-2 score. 

Crosier claimed the mound win going the distance, giving up 
just three hits, while striking out eight and walking just one. Ivan 
Woodard absorbed the loss with four strikeouts and two walks 
with relief help from Ryan Davenport in the fifth who added one 
walk. 

"Harrison Central has a couple of pretty good hitters," Butler 
said, "and Shane went right after them and challenged them. For 
the most p~ we made the plays behind him. 

"With St Clairsville, we have to keep them off balance because 
every guy in their lineup can hit the ball," he added. "Offensively, 
we have to wait for our pitch, just like we did tonight They 
also have very good pitchers,. and they are No. I in 3-A for a 
reason." 

The Shamrocks banged out JO hits with Hall lacing two doubles 
and collecting two RBL while Carpenter added a. double and 

single, Devin Stephen a triple and single for two RBI and 
Jourden Yager chipped .in a double. 

Catcher Dustin Gibson had two of the three hits for 
• Harrison Central (10-,!)), both singles and Kurt Smith 
added a sing!~ and '!COO'd une run. Danny Nunner 
scored the other run for the Huskies. 

In other OVAC 3-A games Tuesday, Magnolia 
defeated Wheeling Central 11-4 and will play 

Martins Ferry, who .beat Union Local 5-4 in eight 
innings, Saturday at Cadiz. • 

NEXT- Barnesville h~ Monroe Central in a varsity
junior varsity doubleheader on Friday at 4:30 p.m. 

Steubenville Catholic Cl!iltral 14, Buckeye Trail 4 
STEUBENVIT.LE - Steu~ille Catholic Central capital

ized on 13 walks by three Buckeye Trail pitchers and 13 hits to 
claim a six-inning mercy-rule lt"! decision over the Waniors 
in a OVAC 2-A quarterfinal game Tuesday atld move on to the 
semifinal round Saturday at Toj. to to face Frontier, a 2-1 win-
ner over Shadyside Tuesday. . 

The visiting Warriors jumped • front in the first inning with 
a three-run outburst as BobbJ:{Beros singled, Matt Wagner 
walked sending Berns to seconj Steve Berns followed with an 
RBI singl.e .plati.·ng Bobby Berosfi:with the first run and sending 
Wagner ro, second. Wagner then ored on a ground-out by J.R. 
Lamck which also moved Sfcv Beros to third. Peter Gravens 

Photo Courtesy of Reed Tychonskl 
Barnesville pitcher Shane Crosier hurls a pitch In au OVAC 
qnarterllnal game against Harrison Central. Crosier tossed 
a complete-game three-Wtter with eight strikeouts In the 
Shamrocks' 9-2 victory. 

then laid down a bunt-single which scored Steve Berns to give 
the Warriors a 3-0 edge. 

The lead was short-lived as the SCC Crusaders pushed four 

See BASEBALL page B-4 
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Zeps ousted from OVAC tourney, NHS stumbles 
BASEBALL from page 8-1 
runs across in the bottom of the 
inning. then added three more 
runs in the second frame to build 
the margin to 7-3. 

'"The first and second innings 
we had them with no one on and 
two outs," Buckeye Trail coach 
Brian Kittle observed, "but they 
were able to rally and jump out 
ahead of us. They linked their 
hits together at the right time, 
and when we did ours, it usually 
came with two outs. There just 
weren't enough outs when we 
started hitting in an inning." 

Buckeye Trail (5-9) cut the 
deficit by one in the fourth witl1 
Seth Jones crossing the plate. The 
Crusaders answered in the bottom 
of the round, taking advantage of 
the walks and hits to score two in 
the fourth, four in tl1e fifth and one 
in tl1e sixtl1 to complete the I 0-run 
mercy rule victory. 

"We played solid baseball today;• 
Kittle stated. "We just didn't have 
Ute hits when we needed tl1em. 
Defensively, we only had one 
ermr and that's a big step for us. 
We are hitting the ball and we 
have reduced our stdkeout total 
significantly. We are improving 
and we want to be at onr best 
when the tournament starts." 

The Warrior starter, Cody 
Nelson, suffered the loss pitching 
the first four innings and issuing 
seven free passes while striking 
out none. Lanick came on in the 
fifth and gave up two walks and 
was relieved by Chris Cosgrave, 
still in the fifth, who gave up 
four walks witl1 no stdkeouts. 
Longo picked up the pitching 
win for the Crusaders going the 
distance and fanning four while 
walking five. 

Gravens and Nelson paced the 
Wardon; eight hit offense with 
a pair of singles each, while 
catcher Tommy Allen, Bobby 
and Steve Beras and Wagner 
each chipped in singles. 

Nick Milosevich paced the SCC 
13-hit assault with a double and 
three singles with seven RBI and 
one run. Brian DeFanco added a 
double and single scoring three 
times and Dichazi chipped in 
two singles for two RBI and 

scored twice. the second time this yenr he has 
"We have a lot of teams left pitched well and got beat 1-0." 

on the schedule," Kittle pointed Highman claimed the win also 
out. "It's still busy before we can going the distance fanning 11 but 
even start looking at the sectional giving out no free passes, while 
tournament." snrrendedng five hits to the Zcps. 

NEXT- Buckeye Trail plays Hronec and Brandon Starr col-
at Weirton today at 5 p.m. lccted four of the Shenandoah 

Monroe Central 1, hits with a pair of singles each. 
Shenandoah O Catcher Logan Cline also added 

WOODSFIELD - Pushing a single for the fifth hit. 
across a single run in the open- Ethan Rose paced the 
ing inning, the host Monroe Seminoles' offense with a dou
Central Seminoles rode the nrm ble and single, while Turner had 
of pitching ace Ryan Highman the RBI single and Highman 
to a 1-0 shutout of the visiting tacked on a single. 
Shenandoah Zcps in the quarter- Monroe Central moves on to 
final round of2-A OVAC base- thesemifinalroundtofaceLinsly 
ball tournament who defeated Ft. 
play Tuesday. ~ Frye by a 3-2 

The 'Noles score Tuesday, 
struck in the on Saturday at 
first inning when Toronto. 
SeanSmithberger Prep Baseball Roundup N E x T _ 
drew a two-out Shenandoah 
walk and moved to second on a goes to River tonight for a 
balk. Josh Turner then followed makeup contest with the first 
with an RBI single to left scoring pitch slated for 5 p.m. 
Smithberger. Hiland 12, Newcomerstown 5 

"It was a hnrd defeat, but NEWCOMERSTOWN 
Monroe Central is a good team," After spotting the visiting Hiland 
Shenandoah coach Kevin Davis Hawks an early 4-0 lead, the 
stated. "Highman is their ace and Newcomerstown Trojans came 
we couldn't get the hits together back to knot the score at four 
to score runs. It was a good ball in the third frame. It all went 
game, but it would have been bet- for naught as the Hawks tal
ter if we had won. It was a quality lied two runs in the fourth and 
game and we worked ourselves added five in the sixth before the 
out of some situations." teams traded runs in the seventh 

One of those situations was as Hiland claimed a 12-5 Inter
in the third inning when the Valley Conference win Tuesday. 
Seminoles loaded the bases with The big bats for tl1e Hawks 
just one out. Shenandoah third were Clinton Yoder with a two
baseman John Hronec fielded run home run in the first and 
a shnrp grounder off the bat of Brandon Wengerd a two-run 
Turner, stepped on third and blast in the third to build the 
fired to first for the double-play four-run lead. 
to end the inning. Brandon Wengerd picked up 

The Zcps (6-7) only real threat tl1e pitching win going the dis
came in the fifth when Shenandoah tance and giving up IO hits, while 
got runners on first and second stdking out three and walking 
witl1 nobody out. A bunt attempt two. Justin Rominger (1-2), who 
to move the runners was popped came on in relief of starter Eric 
up and the next two batters struck Martin, took the loss with no 
out to end the threat. stdkeouts and two walks. Martin 

Wes Rataic1.ak was the hard- struck out one and issued one 
luck loser on the mound for the free pass. Robb Hendershot went 
Zcps going the distance to stdke to the hill in the fifth fanning two 
out four, walk six and giving up and \\ialking two, while Ryan 
just fonr hits. Miller relieved in the sixth to fin-

"Rataiczak pitched a good ish it out claiming one stdkeouL 
game," Davis praised. ''111at is Hiland (13-1, 7-1 IVC) banged 

out 13 hits as Yoderadded a sin
gle and three RBI while scoring 
two runs. Wengerd also contrib
uted a double and single witl1 two 
RBI and tlJrce runs. Justin Miller 
and Andrew Schlabach, each col
lected a pair of singles and Jon 
Weaver chipped in a double. 

For Newcomerstown (9-4, 4-4 
IVC) at the plate, Hendershot 
had a double and two singles 
for two RBI and scored a run. 
Ethan Miller had a double, RBI 
and scored once, while J.C. Rine 
contributed two singles and 
scored once. 

NEXT-Newcomerstown vis
iL'i Zanesville Bishop Rosecnms 
on Thursday at 5 p.m. 

BARNESVILLE 9, HARRfSON CENTRAL 2 
Hatrlao11 Ctfltral 000 020 O - 2 3 3 
Blarnhvffle 120141.x-9104 
I~ Woodard {LP; 4· Ka, ·2 ·BB),. Ryan 
Otwenport (5th; O Ks, 1 BB) and Do&Un 
Glbsdn. Shan& Ctos!sr {WP' 4•1, a t<s, 1 
ea; and Dev1n.Stephen, 
AECOAOS...;..ffdftlSOn Oetlttttl 10•9j' 
Bcirnesvl!le:1/Mi· 
lWiT 1:EAO!lll!l-i'<>r Ham1<>11 QenJral, 
G~:e2? ~•t" JWtt ,Smith,. alnakl,, 
run; Danny Nunner, run, For Bamesvttre. 
Clim&ron· Hall, 2 dO\,lbletl, 2 RBI; Kyla 
cari:ionter,, double, slngle; o. s1ep111m, 1,1-
f>/0, ""111~; iRBl;JQWdenYaQer;-. 3 

• ~~!~Chad Sitphen,.s,lngle, . 

8TaJt. CATHOLIC 141 BUCKEYE TRAIL 4 
SUc~TtaH 1011:100- .481 
st.ub, Catholle 4$0 241'-1413 0 
Cody N~on (LP 0-1, ·O Ks,. 7 BB), J,R, 
Latrick (51h, 0 Ks,. 2 BB); Chris Cmtgrava 
(5th,. o k, 4 nd Tommy Allen. Longo 
{WP, 4 Ks, 5 Jusun Kaufmann, 
RECOR . Trail 5·9. 
SfAT ~0 Trell, Pela 

'Gh\Vt(III' 2' slngles: Nelson, 2 singles;. 
Allem-1 alttgle; BoobyBetos, &lngkt, run: Mall 
WalJ(ler, &lrtgle, t\.11'1: Steve Baros, slngle, 
'RBI. nm; Seih Jones, run: Larrlek, RBI. ror 
Sleubenvltle Calho!ic, Nlck MllOSSIIICh, doo· 
bk!, 3 alnales, 7 RBI, run; Brian OeFrtmco, 
dooble1 single, 3 runs; Ok;hazl, 2 singles, 2 
RBI. 2 runs. 

MONROE CENTRAL 1, SHENANDOAH O 
Shenaridoah 000 000 0 _, 0 5 0 
MOl'lroeCentral 100000x-141 
Wes, Aalaietak (LP 2°3, 4 Ka, 6 BB) end 
Logan Cline, Ryan Highman (WP. 11 K&, o 
Ba) and Kv1& Pia!!. 
AECOROS-Shenandalt 6•7; Monroe 
Centmf 10-2. 
STAT LEADERS-For Shenandoah, John 
Htonoo, 2 elnglff:; Brandon Starr; 2 $Ingles; 
Logan Cline; _illngieLFdt MMtQS ·Cenlral, 
Ethan R0$&.1.: .double, alngle~ Josh T11rner, 
efttgle, RBl~H}'tlll Highman, slrtgle. 

HttAND 12, NE\VCDMEASTO'NN 5 
HIiand 202 2051 -12 13 1 
Newcomerstown 004 000 1 - 5 10 2 
E!mndofl: .Wengerd (WP. 3 Ka, 2 BB) end 
Eik; Mllter. EtiC Martin (1 Kt, 1 BB), Justin 
Rominger (LP i!2, 3rd, O Ka, 2 BB), Robb 
HendershOt /5th, 2 Ks, 2· BB), Ryan Mmar 
(6th, 1 K, O BB) and Scott Hannahs, 
RS:COROS-Hl!arid 13-1, 7•1· IVC; 
Newcomerstown 9-4, 4·4 !VC. 
STAT LEADERB-f'or Hiland, Clinton Yoder. 
hQme run, singlets, 3 RBI, Ii nm; Wengerd, 
home run, double, 11!ngle, 2 flBI, 3 runt 
Justin MIiler, 2 singles, RBI, run; omen 
Callahan, s!nole, run; Andl'l!W Sehlnbacti, 
2 singles, 2 ffal, run; Jon Weaver, tJoubktl, 
single, RBI, run; E, Mmer, single, RBI, run: 

: Clint MIiier, tun. Fot N1:1"WCOmt:1rstown, Rob 
Nay, single, tun; A. Miller, al11g1a. RBI, run; 
Ethan Mk, double, RBl, run; Hendershot, 
double,_ 2 singles, 2 RBI, run: Csmeron 
Wolf, slngta; Hannah, single, RBI; J,C, Rine, 
2 slngles, tun. 



. T•L Photo/MIKE PALMER 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Dan Slavik is tagged out by Barnesville's Colby MacMillan 
duri~g the second Inning of Saturday's Class 3-A OVAC semifinal game at Harrison 
Central's Mazeroski Field. The Red Devils prevailed by a 8-1 count. Additional 
images may be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 

Rubber match set 
• St. Clairsville, Martins Ferry advance in OVAC 3-A 
By RICH GIBSON 
limes Leader Sports Writer 

The Purple Riders and 
Red Devils will meet again. 

Only this time. an OV AC 
championship trophy will be 
on the line. 

Both Martins Ferry and 
St. Clairsville were impres
sive victors during 
Saturday"s OV AC 3-A base
ball semifinals at Cadiz. 

Top-seeded St. C. 
knocked off Barnesville. 8-
1. in the opener before Ferry 
overwhelmed Magnolia's 
Blue Eagles by 17-7 in the 
nightcap. 

The Riders and Devils 
who split a pair of regular 
season encounters last week 
will settle things at 
Steubenville's Vaccaro Field 
Saturday. The 3-A title 
match is scheduled for 6:30 
p.m. 

FERRY capped an amllZ

... 
·~:·'0· 

ing 24-hour stretch in which .... -=.-.:== 
the Purple produced 29 runs 
and 28 hits, defeating both 
Magnolia and St. C. 

Coach Josh Lucas saw his 
red-hot hitting ball club 
compile no fewer than I 0 
extra base hits in Saturday's 
beat down of Magnolia. 

"We've hit much better 
than I expected but it's great 
to see the kids making con
tact and getting on base," 
Lucas commented. "The 
guys were in good spirits 
(this morning) after a big 
(Friday) comeback against 
St. Clairsville. The momen
tum de11nitely carried over." 

And it did so immediately 
with the Purple batti~g 
around and putting up a first 
inning five-spot against 
Dave Cisar·s Blue Eagles. 

"We didn't have dur ace 
(Andrew Robinson) on the 
mound, but neither did 
f'erry," Cisar explained. 
"They brought on Freddie 
Owens (in relief) and he 
pretty much shut us down. I 
was real impressed the way 
Martins Ferry swung the 
bats. Unfortunately, we com
plicated matters by giving 
them a few extra ouL<,." 

Not a good idea against a 
Riders' offense that has hit 
practically everything in 
sight of late. "We're normal
ly station-to-station hitters," 
Lucas advised. "For us to 
come up with IO extra base 
hils is somethin~ that's a lit
tle hard to imagine." 

Seeing was believing for 
Lucas Saturday. 

n .. , ___ --~ --•·· . 

T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER 
MARTINS FERRY senior pitcher Freddie Owens hurls 
to the plate during the Purple Riders' Class 3-A semifi
nal game against Magnolia. 

Starting pitcher Dave Koch 
clubbed a single and double. 
Designated hitter Logan 
Ball int and rightfie!der 
Marco Richetti also regis
tered run-producing hits. 

"What really bums me is 
the number of two-strike hits 
we allowed when we were 
ahead in the count," Cisnr 
added. "Ferry is an aggres
sive-hitting team and took 
advantage of our mistakes." 

Magnolia, dropping to 
15-6, was not without its 
share of big boppers. , 

Catcher Jordan Ash 
unloaded a two-run homer 
and also singled. Robinson 
rapped a solo homer and also 
delivered a RBI double. 
Leftfielder Davey Howell 
hammered a two-run double. 

That production allowed 
Magnolia to erase an early 
5-0 deficit and take a short
lived 7-5 lead before Ferry 
exploded for six, third inning 
tallies to go ahead for good. 

Owens recorded eight 
strikeouts and five walks. A 
quartet of Eagles' mounds
men teamed for seven Ks 
and five walks. 

Improving to I 1-7, Ferry 
is idle before hosting 
Barnesville on Thursday. 
Martins Ferry 506 040 2 - 11'15 2 
Magnolia 250 000 o - 7 7 2 
BATTERIES: Koch, Owens (2) and 
Francia. Pay, Kimble {1), Fox (3), 
Goddard (71 and Ash. 
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inning run, then blanked 
Barnesville for the duration. 
Additionally, he recorded 12 
strikeouts and issued six 
walks. 

On the heels of collecting 
13 hits the evening before at 
Martins Ferry, St. C. 
returned to bang out a dozen 
safeties Saturday. 

"I hope we don't see 
them again until the dis
tricts," smiled Shamrocks' 
mentor D.J. Butler. "Today 
we fell behind in the count. 
then swung at way too many 
bad pitches. We're still 11-5 
and have a whole lot yet to 
play for." 

Rocks' designated hitter 
Cameron Hall singled in 
teammate Colby MacMillan 
in the top of the first. But tl1e 
Green would not score 
again. They stranded nine 
baserunners. 

St. C., meanwhile. 
chipped away, scoring in 
five of its six at-bats. 
Sophomore catcher Tom 
Machovina enjoyed a three
hit afternoon, hammering a 
solo homer to deep center. 
He also delivered a run-scor
ing double and a single. 

Senior Layne Mehl con
tinuted his recent prolifics. 
clubbing a leadoff homer in 
the second and adding 
another RBI hit one inning 
later. 

--·-- --~---- --··--1, . . ,.., ... -·' ----

Toronto 
blanks 
Bul·ldogs 
By KIM APPOLLONI 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

Toronto senior Zach 
Stewart was firing on all 
cylinders Saturday afternoon 
at Perkins Field on the 
Niekro Diamond in 
Bridgeport. The hard-throw
i ng senior notched eight 
strikeouts and scattered three 
hits in five innings of action 
to dispose of Bridgeport, I 0-
0. 

With the win the Red 
Knights inked a spot in the 
OV AC championship game 
next Saturday at Vaccaro 
field in Steubenville. 
Toronto's opponent will be a 
streaking Weirton Madonna 
club which it defeated earlier 
in the season. The Red 
Knights check in with a 14-
3 record while the 'Dogs 
dipped to 9-8. 

"Zach is one of two sen
iors we arc counting on to 
pitch well for us down the 
stretch," stated Red Knight 
boss Brian Perkins. "We 
needed a big game from him 
and he delivered. You can 
expect a fundamental. smart 
basebal I team when you 
square off against a team led 
by Coach Steve Wojcik." 

Today was the exception 
as the Bulldogs seemed to be 
in a funk all afternoon. 
"When you put guys on 

base und commit errors, you 
are not going to win a base
ball game," stated veteran 
manager Steve Wojcik. "For 
scoring IO runs. they did not 
get many hits. We just gave 
this one away. definitely not 
one of our better efforts." 
Sophomore C.J. Foose strug
gled to find the strike zone 
in the opening inning. 
Following a leadoff single 
by Toronto's Mitch Ludwig. 
Foose walked three straight 
batters and hit an opponent 
allowing the winners to 
jump out to a 3-0 advantage. 
While the Bulldogs were 
struggling in the field, the 
Red Knights were near per
fect Wojcik replaced Foose 
in the second stanza with 
junior Justin Gregoric. He 
was the victim of five 
Bulldog boots. 

Toronto scored runs in 
three co"nsecutive innings. 
Not one of the tallies was· 
earned. 

Mike Garman ripped a 
triple to start the decisive 
fifth frame for Toronto. With 
two outs. Ludwig doubled 
home Garman before Mike 
Radvansky belted a double 
that plated Ludwig with the 
final run of the contest. 

"It was a pleasant surprise 
to jump out to an early lead. 
Once we got the lead, I knew 
Zach would be tough to hit. 
He has a lot of confidence 
and he was in a good 
groove." 

Toronto picked up six 
hits on the afternoon. 
Garman added an RBI to go 
with his three-bagger. Jordan 
Cooper ripped a double and 
got an RBI when he was hit 
by a pitch with bases 
jammed. Max King had an 
RBI and Dave Porter sin
gled. 

Gregoric picked up two 
base hits to pace the 
Bulldogs. Kyle Cash 
chipped in with a base hit. 

Foose ended with four 
walks. a hit batter and one 
strikeout. Gregoric had four 
whiffs and one free pass. 
Stewart had two walks. 

Linescore: 
Bridgeport 000 00 0 3 5 
Toronto 311 32 10 6 0 
Batteries: Foose, Gregorlc (2) and 
Kreiter; Stewart and Wallace. 

Madonna 8, Paden City 0 
Weirton Madonna had 

several goals heading into 

H Photo/MIKE PALMER 
MONROE CENTRAL'S Ryan Highman delivers to the 
plate during the Seminoles' Class 2-A semifinal game 
against Linsly at the Red Knight Baseball Complex In 
Toronto. Additional images may be found at 
cu. timesleaderonline.com 

Monroe Central 
advances to its 
first 2-A final 
• Seminoles to meet Steubenville CC 
By AARON PETCHAL 
For The limes Leader 

TORONTO - ll was an historic day for the Monroe 
Central baseball team. 

Saturday, the Seminoles made history as Monroe Central 
defeated Linsly, 8-2. in an OVAC Class AA Tournament 
Semifinal at the Knight Baseball Complex to advance to the 
tournament finals for the first time in school history. 

The Seminoles ( I 1-4) will take on Catholic Central ( 13-
3) at 11 a.m. Saturday at Vaccaro Field in Steubenville. The 
Crusaders advanced to the finals by defeating Frontier, 4-2, 
in Saturday's first semifinal. 

The Cadets are now 16-8 on the season. 
Monroe Central scored seven runs in the second inning, 

and the Seminoles were not threatened after that point 
"We kind of put some hits together and did some good 

things on the bases," Monroe Central head coach Ryun 
Rasnick remarked. "This has been our goal all season to 
qualify for the OV ACs. to host a game. which we did, and 
then make it to the finals. We are excited. These guys have 
had some tough luck in the past in the semifinals. We have 
never made it to the finals before. So. this will be the first 
lime we have been in the finals." 

Linsly head coach Jay Cartwright said the second inning 
was the difference in the game. 

"We had a bad inning. We struggled defensively in that 
one inning," he said. "We made a couple of errors, and 
Warren (Hammel) was struggling a little bit with his con
trol. He didn't really have his best stuff. I have seen him 
throw u lot better game. He just didn't have his real goo 
stuff tonight. That one inning just killed us. We didn't make 
the plays. and give them credit. They have good hitters, 
They swung the bats well. They outhit us. They were the 
better team today. They fielded better. They pitched better. 
They did everything bettter than us today." 

Ryan Highman earned the win for the Seminoles. He 
struck out five and walked one. 

Offensively. Adam Masters contributed a single, a dou
ble and an RBI. Sean Smithberger recorded a run-scoring 
triple. and Zach Ring and Highman each had an RBI single. 
Also. John Schumacher chipped in with a pair of base hits, 
and Ethan Rose. Kyle Piatt and Josh Turner all tallied sin
gles. 

Hammel took the loss for the Cadets. He struck out four 
and walked two in five innings of work. Alex Kuzosko 
struck out one in his one inning of relief work. 

Offensively for the Cadets, Jordan Medley delivered a 
single. a triple and an RBI, Hammel tallied a single and Pat 
Milton picked up an RBI. 

In the first game, Brian DeFranco was strong on the 
mound in picking up the win for the Crusaders. DeFranco 
struck out two, walked two and he limited the Cougars to 
just three hits. Both of Frontier's runs were unearned. 

Offensively, the battery mates combined to pickup five 
hits and two RBIs. Kaufmann contributed two singles. a 
double and an RBI. and Def'ranco delivered two singles and 
an RBI. Also, Mike Dichazi chipped in with a single, a 
home run and two RBIs. 

Ethan Morris took the loss for Frontier. Morris struck out 
one, but he walked six batters. Offensively, Brent King tal
lied a triple and a single. and Tyler Harris recorded a base 



during the second Inning of Saturday's Class 3-A OVAC semffinal game at Harrison 
Central's Mazeroskl Field. The Red Devils prevailed by a 8-1 count. Additional 
images may be found at cu.timesleaderon!ine.com 
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dipped to 9-8. 
"Zach is one of two sen-

iors we are counting on to 
pitch well for us down the 
stretch." stated Red Knight 
boss Brian Perkins. "We 
needed a big game from him 
and he delivered. You can 
expect a fundamental, smart 
baseball team when you 

I Rubber match set 
• St. Clairsville, Martins Ferry advance in OVAC 3-A 
By RICH GIBSON 
limes leader Sports Writer 

The Purple Riders and 
Red Devils will meet again. 

Only this time, an OV AC 
championship trophy will be 
on the line. 

Both Martins Ferry and 
St. Clairsville were impres
sive victors during 
Saturday's OV AC 3-A base
ball semifinals at Cadiz. 

Top-seeded St. C. 
knocked off Barnesville. 8-
1, in the opener before Ferry 
overwhelmed Magnolia's 
Blue Eagles by 17-7 in the 
nightcap. 

The Riders and Devils 
who split a pair of regular 
season encounters last week 
will settle things at 
Steubenville's Vaccaro Field 
Saturday. The 3-A title 
match is scheduled for 6:30 
p.m. 

FERRY capped an amaz
ing 24•hour stretch in which i::-:.·.....;-"'=====....;=.:: 
the Purple produced 2 9 runs 
and 28 hits. defeating both 
Magnolia and St. C. 

Coach Josh Lucas saw his 
red-hot hitting ball club 
compile no fewer than IO 
extra base hits in Saturday's 
beat down of Magnolia. 

"We've hit much better 
than I expected but it's great 
to see the kids making con
tact and getting on base," 
Lucas commented ... The 
guys were in good spirits 
(this morning) after a big 
(Friday) comeback against 
St. Clairsville. The momen
tum definitely carried over." 

And it did so immediately 
with the Purple battiqg 
around and putting up a first 
inning five-spot against 
Dave Cisar's Blue Eagles. 

"We didn't have dur ace 
(Andrew Robinson) on the 
mound, but neither did 
Ferry," Cisar explained. 
"They brought on Freddie 
Owens (in relief) and he 
pretty much shut us down. I 
was real impressed the way 
Martins Ferry swung the 
bats. Unfortunately. we com
plicated matters by giving 
them a Few extra outs." 

Not a good idea against a 
Riders' offense that has hit 
practically everything in 
sight of late, "We're normal
ly station-to-station hitters," 
Lucas advised. "For us to 
come up with IO extra base 
hits is something that's a lit
tle hard to imagine." 

Seeing was believing for 
Lucas Saturday. 

Owens not only earned 
the mound decison in relief. 
the Riders· senior made like 
A-Rod at the plate, hammer
ing a pair of home runs and 
also drilling a double. 
Owens also was walked 
twice, totaling four RBIs and 
four mns scored. 

Ferry also received a ster
ling performance from junior 
catcher Clay Francis who 
wore out the Eagles with two 
doubles. a single and four 
runs batted in . ...,Francis also 
gunned down two Magnolia 
bascrunncrs. 

Lcadoff hitter Brandon 
Leonard contributed a three
run double and three runs 
scored, Senior Mutt 
Masarick tagged a triple and 
two-run double. 

First baseman Steve 
Splenda delivered a run
scoring double and single. 

T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER 
MARTINS FERRY senior pitcher Freddie Owens hurls 
to the plate during the Purple Riders' Class 3-A semifi-
nal game against Magnolia. • 

Starting pitcher Dave Koch 
clubbed a single and double. 
Designated hitter Logan 
Ballin! and rightfielder 
Marco Richetti also regis
tered run-producing hits. 

"What really burns me is 
the number of two-strike hits 
we allowed when we were 
ahead in the count," Cisar 
added, "Ferry is an aggres
sive-hitting team and took 
advantage of our mistakes." 

Magnolia. dropping to 
15-6, was not without its 
share of big boppers. , 

Catcher Jordan Ash 
unloaded a two-run homer 
and also singled. Robinson 
rapped a solo homer and also 
delivered a RBI double. 
Leftfielder Davey Howell 
hammered a two-run double. 

That production allowed 
Magnolia to erase an early 
5-0 deficit and take a short
lived 7-5 lead before Ferry 
exploded for six. third inning 
tallies to go ahead for good, 

Owens recorded eight 
strikeouts and five walks. A 
quartet of Eagles' mounds
men teamed for seven Ks 
and five walks. 

Improving to I 1-7, Ferry 
is idle before hosting 
Barnesville on Thursday. 
Martins Ferry 506 040 2 - 17 15 2 
Magnolia 250 000 0 - 7 7 2 
BATTERIES; Koch, Owens (2) and 
Francis. Pay, Klmble (1), Fox (3), 
Goddard (7) and Ash. 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE 
showed no ill effects of 
coughing up a seven-run 
lead 24 hours earlier at Ferry 
in knocking off Barnesville. 

"The kids shook it off and 
played very well today," Red 
Devils' boss Tom Sliva 
acknowledged. "We like to 
think we take a good 
approach at the plate and 
have been swinging U1e bats 
well lately, We have several 
guys who are fierce competi
tors." 

Not the least of whom is 
junior southpaw Ryan Jarvie 
who gave his team a clutch 
mound outing Saturday. 
"Ryan's a hard-nosed kid 
like most of the rest of our 
players," Sliva remarked. 
"He started a little slow 
today, but came back to 
pitch a strong game." 

Jarvie yielded a first 

inning run. then blanked 
Barnesville for the duration. 
Additionally, he recorded 12 
strikeouts and issued six 
walks. 

On the heels of collecting 
13 hits the evening before at 
Martins Ferry, St. C. 
returned to bang out a dozen 
safeties Saturday. 

"I hope we don't see 
them again until the dis
tricts," smiled Shamrocks' 
mentor D.J. Butler. "Today 
we fell behind in the count. 
then swung at way too many 
bad pitches, We're still 11-5 
and have a whole lot yet to 
play for." 

Rocks' designated hitter 
Cameron Hall singled in 
teammate Colby MacMillan 
in the top of the first. But the 
Green would not score 
again. They stranded nine 
baserunners. 

St. C.. meanwhile. 
chipped away, scoring in 
five of its six at-bats. 
Sophomore catcher Tom 
Machovina enjoyed a three
hit afternoon. hammering a 
solo homer to deep center. 
He also delivered a run-scor
ing double and a single, 

Senior Layne Mehl con
tinuted his recent prolifics. 
clubbing a leadoff homer in 
the second and adding 
another RBI hit one inning 
later. 

Second baseman Daniel 
Slavik singled twice and 
knocked in one. Senior cen
terfielder Dustin Hynes con
tributed two singles. Junior 
Zane Butler singled and 
swiped two bases. including 
a fifth-inning steal of home. 
Jarvie aided his cause. 
drilling a double. 

Barnesville's • Shane 
Crosier clubbed a two-base 
blow. On the hill, Crosier 
worked four innings, record
ing four Ks and three walks. 
Sophomore Clint Healey 
fanned four in relief. 

Barnesville is slated to 
host St. C. in a Monday 
afternoon regular-season 
encounter. Line score: 
Barnesville 100 000 o - 1 5 2 
St. Clairsville 121 022 x - a 12 2 
BATTERIES: Crosier, Healey (5) and 
D. Stephen. Jarvie and Machovlna. 
Gibson nury be reached at: ry;ib
so11@1i111esleoderm1/i11e.con1 

square off against a team led 
by Coach Steve Wojcik," 

Today was the exception 
as the Bulldogs seemed to be 
in a funk all afternoon. 
"When you put guys on 

base and commit errors. you 
are not going to win a base
bal I game," stated veteran 
manager Steve Wojcik. "For 
scoring IO runs, they did not 
gel many hits, We just gave 
this one away. definitely not 
one of our better efforts." 
Sophomore C.J. Foose strug
gled to find the strike zone 
in the opening inning. 
Following a leadoff single 
by Toronto's Mitch Ludwig. 
Foose walked three straight 
batters and hit an opponent 
allowing the winners to 
jump out to a 3-0 advantage. 
While the Bulldogs were 
struggling in the field, the 
Red Knights were near per
fect. Wojcik replaced Foose 
in the second stanza with 
junior Justin Grcgoric. He 
was the victim of five 
Bulldog boots. 

Toronto scored runs in 
three co·nsecutive innings. 
Not one of the tallies wns • 
earned. 

Mike Garman ripped a 
triple to start the decisive 
fifth frame for Toronto. With 
two outs. Ludwig doubled 
home Garman before Mike 
Radvansky belted a double 
that plated Ludwig with the 
final run of the contest. 

"It was a plensant surprise 
to jump out to an early lead, 
Once we got the lead. I knew 
Zach would be tough to hit. 
He has a lot of confidence 
and he was in a good 
groove." 

Toronto picked up six 
hits on the afternoon. 
Garman added an RBI to go 
with his three-bagger. Jordan 
Cooper ripped a double and 
got nn RBI when he was hit 
by a pitch with bases 
jammed. Max King had an 
RBI and Dave Porter sin
gled. 

Gregoric picked up two 
base hi ts to pace the 
Bulldogs. Kyle Cash 
chipped in with a base hit. 

Foose ended with four 
walks, a hit batter and one 
strikeout. Gregoric had four 
whiffs and one free pass. 
Stewart had two walks. 

Linescore: 
Bridgeport 000 00 0 3 5 
Toronto 311 32 10 6 O 
Bal!eries: Foose, Gregorlc (2) and 
Kreiter; Stewart and Wallace. 

Madonna 8, Paden City 0 
Weirton Madonna had 

several goals heading into 
the 2008 Baseball season. 
Coach Jeff Baire's club 
reached a second one 
Saturday afternoon nt 
Perkins Field on the Niekro 
Diamond in Bridgeport. 

T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER 
MONROE CENTRAL'S Ryan Highman de/Ivers to the 
plate during the Seminoles' Class 2-A semifinal game 
against Linsly at the Red Knight Basebaf/ Complex in 
Toronto, Additional images may be found at 
cu.timesleaderonline.com 

Monroe Central 
advances to its 
first 2-A final 
• Seminoles to meet Steubenville CC 
By AARON PETCHAL 
For The limes leader 

TORONTO - It was an historic day for the Monroe 
Central baseball team. 

Saturday. the Seminoles made history as Monroe Central 
defeated Linsly, 8-2. in an OVAC Class AA Tournament 
Semifinal at the Knight Baseball Complex to advance to the 
tournament finals for the first time in school history. 

The Seminoles ( 11-4) will take on Catholic Central (13-
3) ut 11 a.m. Saturday at Vaccaro Field in Steubenville. The 
Crusaders advanced to the finals by defeating Frontier, 4-2, 
in Saturday's first semifinal. 

The Cadets are now 16-8 on the season, 
Monroe Central scored seven runs in the second inning, 

and the Seminoles were not threatened alter that point. 
"We kind of put some hits together and did some good 

things on the bases," Monroe Centrnl head coach Ryun 
Rosnick remarked, "This has been our goal all season to 
qualify for the OV ACs, to host a game. which we did, and 
then make it to the finals. We ure excited, These guys have 
had some tough luck in the past in the semifinals. We have 
never made it to the finals before. So. this will be the first 
time we have been in the finals." 

Linsly head coach Jay Cartwright said the second inning 
was the difference in the game. 

"We had a bad inning. We struggled defensively in that 
one inning," he said. "We made a couple of errors, and 
Warren (Hammel) was struggling a little bit with his con
trol. He didn't really have his best stuff. I have seen him 
throw a lot better game. He just didn't have his real goo 
stuff tonight. That one inning just killed us. We didn't make 
the plays. and give them credit. They have good hitters. 
They swung the bats well. They outhit us. They were the 
better team today. They fielded better. They pitched better. 
They did everything bellter than us today." 

Ryan Highman earned the win for the Seminoles. He 
struck out five and walked one. 

Offensively, Adam Masters contributed a single, a dou
ble and an RBI, Sean Smithberger recorded a run-scoring 
triple, and Zach Ring and Highman each had an RBI single. 
Also. John Schumacher chipped in with a pair of base hits, 
and Ethan Rose. Kyle Piatt and Josh Turner all tallied sin
gles. 

Hammel took the loss for the Cadets. He struck out four 
and walked two in five innings of work. Alex Kuzosko 
struck out one in his one inning of relief work. 

Offensively for the Cadets, Jordan Medley delivered a 
single, a triple und an RBI, Hammel tallied a single and Pat 
Milton picked up an RBI. 

In the first game, Brian DeFranco was strong on the 
mound in picking up the win for the Crusaders. DeFranco 
struck out two, walked two and he limited the Cougars to 
just three hits. Both of Frontier's runs were unearned. 

Offensively. the battery mates combined to pickup live 
hits and two RBIs. Kaufmann contributed two singles, a 
double and an RBI. and DeFranco delivered two singles and 
an RBI. Also. Mike Dichazi chipped in with a single, a 
home run and two RBIs. 

Ethan Morris took the loss for Frontier. Morris struck out 
one, but he walked six batters. Offensively, Brent King tal
lied a triple and a single. and Tyler Harris recorded a base 
hit. 

Lincscores: 
Crusaders 4, Cougars 2 
Frontier 100 001 0 - 2 3 O 
Catholic Con!ral 111 100 X - 4 7 5 
BATTERIES: Morris and Neader. DeFranco and Kaufman. 
Seminoles 8, Cadets 2 
Llnsly ODO 002 o - 2 3 3 
Monroe Central 071 000 X - B 1 o 1 
BATTERIES: Hammel, Al. Kozu~o (5) and An. Kuzosko. Highman and Platt 

The Blue Dons blanked 
Paden Citv 8-0 in the OV AC 
A semi finals and will play 
Toronto next Saturday for 
the banner. 

Madonna is now 15-8. 

Cambridge, Park advance in 
4-A baseball tournament 

OVAC Baseball 
At Vaccaro Field 

Class 2-A et 11 a.m. 
(2) Monroe Central vs. (1) 
Steubenville Central 

Class 1-A et 1 :30 p.m. 
(2) Weirton Madonna vs. (1) 
Toronto 

Class 4-A at 4 p.m. 
(5) Wheeling Park vs. (3) 
Cambridge 

Class 3-A et 6:30 p.m. 
(3) Martins Ferry vs. (1) St, 
tlalrsvllle 

AT BROOKE High. Wheeling Park rallied from an early 
2-0 deficit to defeat Indian Creek and advance to Saturday's 
big school title game vs, Cambridge with a 7-2 win. 

Christian Lewton tossed a complete game eight-hitter for 
the Pats. He compiled six strikeouts and two walks. Brad 
Gucker! tagged a triple for the winners. 

Daniel Dunlevy collected two singles and a run batted in 
for the Creek, 

CAMBRIDGE 11 STEUBENVILLE 7 
THE BOBCATS struck for five, first inning runs and led 

by 9-1 after three frames enroute to a convincing win over 
Big Red. 

Tyler Hardesty hammered a home run and single. good 
for four Bobcat RBIs. 



INSIDE 

Counsel I 85 
Comics I 86 

CLASS 4-A 
Indian Creek .2, John Marshall 1 
Steubenville 4, Beaver Local 3 
Cambridge 6, Buckeye Local 3 
Wheeling Park 4, Edison 2 

SemlflnaJs Pairings 
Indian Creek vs. Wheeling Park 
Cambridge vs. Steubenville 

Martins Ferry 
rallies past 
Union Local 
By KIM APPOLLONI 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

Over the past week Union Local 
and Martins Ferry have gotten to 
know each other pretty well. The two 
clubs met, Tuesday afternoon on the 
Hilltop in Martins Ferry for their 
third contest in five days. The rubber 
match just happened to be the open
ing round of the OV AC 3-A 
Tournament. 

On Friday, the Purple Gang chris
tened its new complex with a I 0-6 
victory over the defending OV AC 
Champions and on Monday the Jets 
responded by spanking Ferry, 12-1, 
selling the table for the latest meet
ing. 

Josh Luca.s' club 
pulled out an 
eighth inning 
come-from
bchind, 5-4 victo
ry. The win places 
the Riders in 
Saturdav's semi-final round in Cadiz. 
Ferry ,viii face Magnolia, which dis
patched Wheeling Central 

"We had a lot of guys contribute 
tonight and these kids never hung 
their heads when UL took the lead," 
stated the intense Lucas, "We never 
felt like we were going to lose this 
game. 1l1ey stayed positive and late 
in the game when we put runners on 
the ba.ses, a couple of seniors stepped 
up and hit the ball when it counted." 

What Lucas was referring to was n 
game-tying seventh-inning RBI sin
gle. by senior first baseman Steve 
Splenda and the game-winning RBI 
by senior All-Ohio candidate Fred 
O\vens. 

See, FERRY, Page B2 

11 UP 111 U'lfl nm'"' I 

OVAC Baseball 

CLASS 3-A 
St. Clairsville 11, Bellaire 8. 
Magnolia 11, Wheeling Central 4 
Martins Ferry 5, Union Local 4 
Barnesville ·g, Harrison Central 2 

Semlflnals Pairings 
St. Clairsville vs. Barnesville 
Martins Ferry vs. Magnolia 

CLASS 2-A 
Steubenville CC 13 Buckeye Trail 4 
Monroe Central 1, Shenandoah O 
Unsly 3, Fort Frye 2 
Frontier 2, Shadyside 1 

SemJflnaJs Pairings 
Steubenville CC vs. Frontier 
Monroe Central vs. Linsly 

·lt~i:i~:tJZ{;} 
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T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER 

MARTINS FERRY'S Fred Owens is lifted Into the air by teammate Stephen Perdok 

after the Riders prevailed over Union Local in the eighth inning of their OVAC 

Quarterfinal game at the new Ferry baseball field. Additional images may be found 

at cu.timesleaderonline.com 
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B 
Wednesday, 

April 23, 2008 

CLASS 1-A 
Toronto 10, St. John O 
Weirton Madonna 19, Valley 0. 
Paden City 5, Beallsville 4 
Bridgeport 11, Bishop Donahue 0 

SemmnaJs Pairings 
Toronto vs. Bridgeport 
Weirton Madonna vs. Paden City 

See, ROCKS, Page B2 

Top-seeded St. Clairsville upends Bellaire, 11-8 in 3-A 
By KIM NORTH 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

Opportunistic. 
St. Clairsville certainly was Tuesday night. 
The Red Devils ( 12-4) capitalized upon two crucial Bellaire errors 

in outscoring the Big Reds (4-12) by an 11-8 count in an Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference Class 3-A Quarterfinal Tournament 
baseball game at Memorial Park in St Clairsville. 

Deadlocked at six-all with two outs in the bottom of the fourth, it 
appeared as though eighth-seeded Bellaire had played even with the 
top-seeded Red Devils, but a throwing error on a routine grounder 

opened the flood gates as the hosts went on to score five unearned 
runs. 

"There were times before that everybody contributed to the loss," 
explained Bellaire coach Bruce Young, "and everyone contributed to 
us playing well." 

And he was right. 
Following the error. which allowed leadoff hitter Brody _Call to 

reach second, Adam Shanks singled to right to score Call. After 

See, ST. C., Page B2 

BELLAIRE'S 
ANTHONY 
Rocchio 
attempts to tag 
St. Clairsville's 
Brody Call dur
ing a play at 
third during 
Tuesday's 
OVAC quarterfi
nal baseball 
game. 
Additional 
images may be 
found at 
cu. timesleadero 
nline.com 

T·L Photo/1,,1 IKE 
PALMER 
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• Ferry 
Continued from Page B1 

With the game dead
locked 2-2 heading into the 
seventh inning, UL plated a 
pair of tallies. Catcher Mark 
Thompson drilled a two-run 
single chasing in Darby 
Waller and Cory Carpenter 
for a 4-2 Jet advantage. 

The Riders came right 
back in the bottom half to 
knot the score. Junior dandy 
Clay Francis continued his 
hot bat by plating junior 
Dane Koch via a sacrifice 
fly. With one out, Splenda 
delivered a clutch RBI base 
hit between first and second 
which scored Owens who 
reached on a Jet miscue to 
knot the score. 

Matt Masarick replaced 
Owens in the eighth frame 
and picked up the mound 
decision. He managed to sit 
down the Jets in order. With 
two outs, junior Brandon 
Leonard and Koch each 
coaxed walks before Owens 
ripped a hard one down third 
that sailed into the outfield 
allowing Leonard to race to 
the dish for the game-win
ning counter. 

"That was so big for us," 
added Lucas. "We have been 
on the wrong end of a couple 
of_ seventh-inning loses and 
to finally have one go our 
way is a definite boost. 
Doing well in the OV AC 
tournament has been· a goal 
we have set and we feel con
fident that we have enough 
depth to make it happen. I 
feel we have a couple of 
guys we can put out on the 
mound that will do the job." 

"Not too many people 
gave us a shot here tonight 

• with (Fred) Owens on the 
mound, but our kids believed 

e St. C. 

we could win the game and 
we came out and batlled, but 
we fell just short," responded 
a disappointed Rich Mercer. 

Mercer continued, "These 
guys are feeling bad because 
we had a couple of errors 
late, but they have nothing to 
be ashamed of. They showed 
me something tonight. We 
have five games left before 
the sectionals and I still think 
we can make some noise." 

Owens was his usual self 
on the mound stril(ing out 14 
and walking six batters. 
Promising sophomore Justin 
Curry threw seven innings 
for the Jets. Curry amassed 
two whiffs and walked four 
before Waller threw the 

.eighth inning. Waller had 
two walks and a fan. 

Leading the way at the 
plate for the winners was 
Francis who picked up a pair 
of ribbies. Owens reached 
first base twice via hits. 
~uper sophomore Josh Nagel 
blasted a two-bagger as did 
classmate Logan Ballin! 
rounding out the Rider 
attack. 

For UL, Thompson ended 
with three RBI's on a pair of 
hits. Carpenter singled twice. 
Waller, Curry and, freshman 
Kyle Copeland all singled. 

Lucas added, "We need to 
continue to put the ball in 
play because we have some 
big hitting teams coming up. 
Our defense and pitching is 
solid, we'll be alright if we 
can swing the bat." 

Linescore 
Union Local 002 ooo 20 - 4 8 2 
M. Ferry 100 010 21 - 5 6 o 
Batteries: Curry, Waller (B) and 
Thompson; Owens, Masarick (8) 
and Francis 

Continued from Page B1 

stealing second, Shanks crossed the plate when Dustin 
Hynes roped a double to right-center. 
A walk to Tom Machovina ended.Levi Crozier's day on the 
mound as Young brought on Jefty,Brandon Metz to face 
Zane Butler. However, the strategy backfired as the Red 
Devils' rightfielder smashed a 3-1 offering well over the 
fence in deep left-center, capping a 5-run comeback. 

"That home run was big," said St. C. coach Tom Sliva. 
"Zane has had some tough luck the last few at-qats. He's 
been hitting the ball hard and not having them fall, but he 
battled." 

After the Big Reds grabbed a 2-0 lead on a Tyler Rose 
two-run bomb to left field, the Red Devils responded with a 
three-spot of their own. However, two of the runs trotted 
home after a third strike was mishandled and then threw 
wildly to first base. 

Bellaire tied the game in the second on Erik Canter's solo 
home run, but St. Clairsville regained the lead in the bottom 
of the frame. 

Call drew a one-out walk and stole second. When the 
throw skipped into shallow center, he scooted to third and 
raced home on Shanks' infield single . Hynes then sent a 
laser down the left field line that settled at the base of the 
fence in the tall grass. The Bellaire leftfielder immediately 
raised his hands, but Sliva alertly had his baserunners con- , 
tinue running as. Shanks scored and Hynes followed. 

After the base umpire inspected the location of the base
ball, he ruled it to be in play, thus resulting in a home run. It 
was the senior slugger's third roundtripper in two days. 

Bellaire didn't quit as Canter's infield single scored a run 
in the third and two unearned tallies in the fifth evened the 
count at six. 

''I give my kids credit for not quitting," Young said. 
"They're young, but they batlled." 

Sliva also praised the job his pitcher - senior Anthony 
Wakim - did. "Anthony's had some leg injuries and we 
haven't been able to get him many innings, but he battled. 
He struggled early, but the guys rallied behind him and he 
did a good job." 

Wakim struck out seven, walked three and scattered nine 
hits. He threw I I 2 pitches. 

Linescorc: 
Bellaire 2112020 - 8 9 3 
St. Clairsville 330 500 x - 11 9 1 
BATTERIES: Crozier, Metz (4) and Rose. Wakim and Hynes. 
North ca11 be reached al k11orth@ti111es/eadero111i11e.co111 

eRocks--
continued from Page B1 

Clairsvilie (11-4) in one of 
two Saturday semifinal 
games at Cadiz, the Rocks 
will host Monroe Central in a 
regular season varsity/jayvee 
twinbill Friday. 

The, Shamrocks mounted 
a 4-0 lead Tuesday before 
Harrison rallied within 4-2. 
But Barnesville retaliated in 
a big way, scoring the 
game's final five tallies lo 
win going away. 

"Everything we did right 
last night, we didn't get done 
tonight," lamented Saffell, 
referring to Monday's 1-0 
Huskies' win against 
Buckeye Local. "We got 
behind early and their pitcher 
really kept us off-balance." 

Saffell was speaking of 
Shamrocks' senior Shane 
Crosier who fired a complete 
game three-hitter. Crosier 
wasn't alwaY,s on top of his 
game ... he walked two batters 
and hit three more. 

At crunch time, however, 
Crosier came through in the 
clutch. The tightliander record
ed eight strikeouts in improv
ing his season mark to 4-1. 

Crosierts teammates, 
meanwhile, all played star
ring roles with each starter 
reaching base at least once. 

"Today, I was really proud 
of our 5-9 hitters," said 
Butler. That group accounted 
for six hits, live runs and live 
RBIs. 

Despite being limited to 
three hits, Harrison Central 
managed to stage several 
threats. In all, Saffell's squad 
!ell nine runners on base. But 
clutch !lits were few and far 
between. 

Crosier's first inning 
ground ball plated Chad 
Stephen for a 1-0 upperhand. 
The Rocks made it 3-0 an 
inning later when number nine 
hitter, sophomore Jourden 
Ynger, drilled a two-run dou
ble down the right field line, ' 
plating Kyle Carpenter and 
Zane Wilson. 

In the bottom of the fourth, 
catcher Devin Stephen tripled 
to deep centerfield and came 
home when Yager grounded 
out. 

Harrison Central showed 
offensive signs of life in the 
fifth, scoring both of its runs. 
The Huskies did so witl1out 
the benefit of a base hit. 

Two hit-batsmen, a pair of 
Shamrock misplays and two 
walks resulted in runs scored 
by Kurt Smith and Danny 
Nunner. Bul Crosier averted 
further damage, inducing an 
inning-ending fielder's choice. 

With their lead sliced in 
half, the Rocks came back to 
bat around in the last of the 
fifth. First baseman Cameron 
Hall hammered a RBI double. 
A Huskies' error brought in 
another tally and Stephen 
capped tl1e uprising, driving a 
two-run single to center field. 

In the Barnesville sixth, 
second baseman Colby 
MncMillan worked a walk and 
later raced home on Hall's 
second run-producing double 
of the evening. 

Carpenter, H,tll and Stephen 
collected two hits apiece. 
Harrison catcher Dustin 
Gibson accounted for two of 
the Huskies' tl1ree hits. Starter 
Ivan Woodward struck out four 
and issued two walks. Ryan 
Davenport entered in the fifth. 

Harrison Central was slated 
to play Edison this afternoon 
at Richmond. 
Harrison 000 020 O - 2 3 4 
Barnesville 120141 x - 910 4 
BATTERIES: Woodward, 
Davenport (5) and Gibson. Crosier 
and 0. Stephen. 
Gibson may be reached at: 
r g i b 
s01i@timesleaderonline.com 
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9EfH'!~C baseball tourney opens today 
Times Leader Sports Editor a.m. and 2 p.m. at Bndgeport 

Toronto, Hamson Central and 
, OVAC BASEBALL OVAC BASEBALL 

Class 4-A Quarterfinals 
(5 p.m. Today Unless Noted) 

Class 3-A Quarterfinals 
(5 p.m. Today Unless Noted) 

Baller up! Brooke hosting the semifinal 
That will be the chant heard at games in Classes 1-A through 4-

arca baseball diamonds this A, respectively. . . No. 1 John Marshall vs. No. B Indian Creek. No. 1 St. Clairsville vs. No. B Bellaire. 
al'tcrnoon as the Ohio ··rr;,--,,_ The lttle tilts will be held 
Valley Athletic -'l~,t;t,· on Saturday, May 3 al 

No. 4 Edison vs. No. 5 Wheeling Park. No. 4 Barnesville vs. No. 5 Harrison Central. 

C o n f c re n cc , s .--. ~. \ S~eubenville's Vaccaro 
No. 3 Cambridge vs. No. 6 Buckeye Local. No. 3 Martins Ferry vs. No. 6 Union Local 

Championship tourna- Ii • . Field. 
No. 2 Steubenville vs. No. 7 Beaver Local. No. 2 Magnolia vs. No. 7 Wheeling Central. 

ment opens with quarter- r _ 1 :.·t:;,,1 ~~wev~r,_ befo\e any 
furn! action on 16 fields. ·i(IJ{~"W trmel plans to ~etle'.son 
The top four seeds in each .,.Ill\\"'• C~unty_ can_ be made, ,irea 
of the four classes will host with .. coa_ches ,are Sl(II f~llmg out 
the survivors advancing to lme-upcardslortomght sgame. 

OVAC BASEBALL OVAC BASEBALL 
Class 2-A Quarterfinals Class 1-A Quarterfinals 
(5 p.m. Today Unless Noted) (5 p.m. Today Unless Noted) 

Saturday's semi-final round. CLA~s. 4-A 
No. 1 Steubenville CC vs. No. B Buckeye Trail. No. 1 Toronto vs. No. B St. John . 

. Games are slated to begin at 5 Th~ John M~rshall_ Monarchs No. 4 Shadyside vs. No. 5 Frontier. No. 4 Bridgeport vs. No. 5 Bishop Donahue 
p.m._ '!t most fields and Saturday's - with veteran skipper Bob No. 3 Fort Frye vs. No. 6 Linsly. No. 3 Paden City vs. No. 6 Beallsville. 
sem1trnals will commence at 11 See, OVAC, Page 82 No. 2 Monroe Central vs. No. 7 Shenandoah. No. 2 Weirton Madonna vs. No. 7 Valley. 

eOVAC 
Continued from Page B1 

Montgomery - are the top seed in the· record. Union Local is the defending 
largest division. The Monarchs boast a champion in Class 3-A. The Purple 
14-3 record and will host Indian Creek. Riders' last and only OV AC title came 
The Monarchs have claime<l five in 2002. 

doesn't matter." 

OV AC titles and are the defending Ferry head coach Josh Lucas has 
champions in the class. Indian Creek already announced he'll send hard
has yet to hoist a banner, but Mingo throwing senior ace Fred Owens to the 
won a title and Wintersville won three, hill today, but he knows his team has 
meaning the school district owns four got to get some offensive production. 

The Seminoles will send ace Ryan 
Highman to the mound tonight and 
Rasnick is hoping he could possibly 
bring him back on Saturday if the 
Seminoles survive. 

Fort Frye - which handed the 
aforementioned Seminoles their first 
loss of the campaign more than a week 
ago - is the third seed and will host 
always-powerful Linsly. The Cadets 
won the 2005 championship and 
Linsly Iias I 1 titles with its last coming 
in 2006. 

titles. "Our pitching sets up pretty well for 
Steubenville - which shares the this tournament," Lucas said. "Our hit

lead with Linsly with 13 titles - is the ting has gotten better the last couple of 
second seed and will host Beaver Local games and if that continues to improve 
this afternoon at Vaccaro Field. and our pitching and fielding stay con-

Cambridge will welcome Buckeye sistent we can be really competitive." 
Local in the 3-6 matchup. The Bobcats The always-tough 4-5 matchup 
arc 9-5 on the season and will welcome finds Harrison Central making the trip 
the 7-5 Panthers to Don Coss Held. to Barnesville. 
The Panthers won the OV AC title in In that game the storyline is the rela-
2004 and Cambridge has never won tionship between Barnesville head 
that title. coach D.J. Butler and Harrison head 

Edison - which is the defending coach Mike Saffel who teach together 
state runncrup in Ohio - will host at Harrison and have coached together 
Wheeling Park in the four-five game in in the past. 
the big-school division. The Wildcats "Mike and I have been friends for
own four titles with the last coming in. ever," Butler said. "It's a tough situa-
2003, while the Patriots have claimed lion because I see the kids every day."' 
two, including the 2006 pennant. As for his Shamrocks, Butler has 

CLASS 3-A been pleased with the pitching and 
The OV AC's second largest class is defense his club has gotten, but knows 

one of the most wide-open divisions the offense has to improve. 
with no fewer than six local schools "We've got to take a better approach 
going head-to-head tonight. at the plate," Butler explained. "We're 

St. Clairsville warranted the top swinging at too many pitches out of the 
seed after posting a l 0-4 record priod zone and not being selective enough. 
to the OVAC's cut-off date this past Our pitching and defense are coming 
Saturday. The Red Devils will host through, but our offense is lagging 
eighth-seeded Bellaire, which earned behind a little bit." 
the final spot on the bracket with a 4- The Shamrocks own a pair of 
IO mark. OVAC baseball titles with the last 

"I am not sure there's a clear coming in 1997 under legendary head 
favorite in this tournament," said St. C. coach Brad Wilson. Harrison Central, 
skipper Tom Sliva who owns four meanwhile, has pocketed three titles in 
OV AC titles as the head coach at St. its short history. Saffel has been the 
John Central in the late 90s. "This is skipper for all three of those. 
probably the most evenly matched field The other Class 3-A semifinal finds 
we've been in since I started coach- a battle of traditional West Virginia 
ing." powers with Wheeling Central visiting 

The Red Devils - who arc also in Magnolia. 
the thick of the Buckeye 8 title chase CLASS 2-A 
- are coming off a double-header split This division is another that appears 
on Saturday with Buckeye Local, to be wide open with a bevy of teams 
which completed a 5-1 week. that are legitimate title contenders. 

"Our goal was to go 5-1 last week Steubenville Catholic warranted the 
and_wc met that goal, but our kids and top seed by virtue of a 11-2 record. 
coaches were a little disappointed with The Crusaders will host 5-8 fluckeye 
our second· game (Saturday). We need Trail this afternoon. 
to get back on track." Monroe Central - which started 

St. Clairsville owns seven OV AC the season like a house of fire - set
baseball titles, which is fifth-best in the tied for the second seed with a 7-2 
conference. However, the Red Devils record. The Seminoles will welcome 
last won the title in 1996 under then PVC rival Shenandoah lo Woodsfield. 
manager and now OV AC Hall of Neither school owns an OVAC title in 
Famer Lefty Hall. . baseball, but Skyvue - which is part 

The Shadyside Tigers - the 
defending Class 1-A champions -
started the season with eight victories 
in a row, but dropped .three straight last 
week and are currently 11-3 on the 
season. Coach Gary Cunningham's 
squad will host fifth-seeded Frontier 
this evening. 

All told, Shadyside owns two base
ball titles. 11 also shared the 1994 
crown with Paden City because the title 
game wasn't played due to an epidem
ic, which broke out in West Virginia 
that season. 

CLASS 1-A 
The Toronto Red Knights - in the 

l 0th year anniversary of their Division 
IV stale baseball championship -
garnered the top seed in their first year 
in the division. The Red Knights will 
welcome winless St. John Central 
today. All told, Toronto owns four 
OV AC titles and the Irish have eight 
championships lo their credit, but none 
since 2002. 

Weirton Madonna earned the second 
seed and will host winless Valley this 
afternoon. The Blue Dons have two 
OV AC crowns in their possession with 
the last coming in 2004. 

Paden City is the third seed in class 
1-A and will host sixth-seeded 
Beallsville. The Wildcats come into the 
tournament with a 15-7 mark. Those 
15 wins are the most in the entire 
OV AC. Beallsville, meanwhile, enters 
with a 3-9 mark. The Blue Devils have 
previously won two OV AC titles. 

Bridgeport owns a 8-6 record and 
garnered the fourth seed, meaning 
Niekro Diamond will host this Bishop 
Donahue this evening. The Bishops are 
8-14 on the year. 

"For us, it's a matter of what team 
comes to play." said Bridgeport head 
coach Steve Wojick. "Anyone can beat 
anyone, and if you don't bring your 'A' 
game to the field, it doesn't matter how 
good you arc because you're not going 
to get past this round." The Martins Ferry Purple Riders of the Monroe consolidation - won a 

will play their second-ever game on pair of crowns. 
their new field tonight when sixth- "We seem to be playing to the level 
seeded Union Local comes calling. The of competition," said first-year Monroe 
same two teams met Friday and manager Ryan Rosnick. "There arc no 
Monday during the regular season. gimmes in this tournament. If you play 

The Purple Riders are 8-5 on the one bad game or take a night off you're 
season, while the Jets posted a 7-7 going to be in trouble, and a seed really 

The Bulldogs have won four OV AC 
titles in their history, but the last came 
in 1977. Bishop Donahue also owns 
four brass rings with the last coming in 
1991. 

Staskey call be reached at 
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 
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Cambridge wins OVAC 4-A baseball title 
JASON MILLER 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

STEUBENVILLE - On 
a history making day, the 
Cambridge High baseball team 
captured its first-ever 
Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference Class 4-A 
championship with an 
11-6 victory ewer the 
Patriots. of Wheeling 
Park on Saturday 
afternoon at Vaquero 
Field. 

0 lt's always spe-
cial to do something for the 

f first time in a school's history," 

Cambridge head coach Matte 
Johnson remarked. ''We are 
very proud to do what we did, 
and what was special for me 
was that my high school base
ball coach came over and told 

me congratu]ations. 
That really meant a 
lot to me." 

Johnson realizes a 
win like this helps his 
team's morale head
ing into the sectional 
tournament 

"We are playing 
with a lot of confidence," the 
CHS skipper commented, "and 
in baseball, if you are playing 
like that and the momentum 
is going your way good things 
will happen. We had a lot of 
confidence, and we are field
ing the ball better. We feel we 
can play and hang with most 
teams.'' 

In the midst of all tlie cel
ebration, Johnsoa extended a 
congratulations to his spring 
sports counterpart for their first 
OVACcrown. 

"We are just glad to join our 
softball team In winning the 

DRTS 

school's first OVAC champi
onship," Johnson expressed, 
"Congratulations to Shep 
(Coach Bob Shepard) and the 
girls. They work hard for every
thing they do, and we are happy 
to be there with them." 

The Bobcilts (16-6) got their 
offensive juices flowing early 
when Trevor Markley belted a 
one-out solo home run in the 

bottom half of the first inning 
to give Cambridge an early 1-0 
advantage, 

CHS put together another 
offensive surge in the third 
inning. Following back-to-back 
singles, Markley scored on a 
two-base fielding error by the 
third baseman on a ball hit 
by Kirk Wetherell. With run
ners on second and third, 'fyler 

Hardesty jacked a three-run 
bomb to left center to give the 
'Cats a 5-0 lead, 

The Patriots were able to plate 
a run in the top of the fourth 
when Ryan Sengewalt scored 
on a double to left field by 
Cody Bishop. 

Cambridge answered in its 
portion of the fourth with a 

See CHS page B-3 

Jason Mmer/Tlle Dally Jefferson/an 
Cambridge High 's baseball team displays fill trophy ofter defeating Wheeling Park, 11-6, to cap
ture the OVAC all88 4-A baseball championship Saturday at Vaccaro Field In Steubenville. 
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Cambridge wins OVAC 4-A tit~ 
CHS from page B-1 • seven innings with seven strike- For Park, Beecher hall a 

five-run explosion. With the 
bases load, Hardesty drew a 
five-pitch walk to bring in Billy 
Webb. Taylor Leppla stepped 
up to the plate next, and with 
two outs, and cleared the bags 
with a double to the left field 
comer. Leppla then 
scored on an RBI sin
gle to right field by 
Ryan McClelland. 

Down 10-1, 
Sengewalt laced an 
RBI single to make it 
a seven•run affair, but 
a Kyle Cox base hit in 
the sixth brought the Bobcats' 
lead back to eight (11-2), 

Wheeling Park made one last 
:barge in the seventh inning. 
The Patriots led the inning off 
with a Brad Guckert single 
and Brian Coen walk. With no 
outs, Keith Beecher cranked a 
three-run home run to left-cen
ter to make it an 11-5 contest. 
Clark Sambucco came up with 
two outs and legged out a triple 
to right-center to keep the rally 
going. With the next batter at 
the plate, Sambucco scored 
on a wild pitch to narrow the 
gap even more; 11-6. However, 
that's as close as they would 
come, as TllUIDy Harvey struck 
out Rob Hartman looking to 
finish the game. 

On the day, Harvey tossed 

outs and four walks to earn his homer, single and three RBI to 
seventh 'W' of the season. spark the offense 

"He made some good adjust- On the hill, Christian Lewton 
ments on the mound," Johnson suffered the loss for the 
said of Harvey. ''Tl1111Dy did a Patriots. Lewton had two Ks 
nice job of keeping them off- and twowalks ii three innings 
balance." • of work. Danny Doyle closed 

At the dish for the 'Cats, out the final three innings in 
Markley went 3-for- relief, fanning oae and walk-
5 with a home run ing four. 
and two singles while In the other OVAC baseball 
McClelland and Webb championship games, Toronto 
each bad a pair of beat Weirton Madonna, 9-
singles and Hardesty 4, for the Class 1-A crown· 
drove in four runs. Steu~nville Catholic Centrai 

"Our bats have been topped Monroe Central, 9-4, 
pretty consistent and for.the Class 2-A title; and SL 

we fielded the ball really well," c;lairsville beat Martins Ferry, 
Johnson pointed out. "In the .4'1, in the Class 3-A champi
last inning, we were a little onship. 
pressed because. we felt that NEXT- Cambridge hosts 
II was so close. Fortuoately, Dover on Tuesday, finishing a 
we bad a good lead going into suspended game first and fai
th~ seventh, and hopefully we lowiftg that up with the regu
will learn from that so we stay larly-scbeduled contest. Action 
focused and do what we need at Don Coss Field is slated to 
to do in the tournament" begin at 4:30 p.m. 
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• Photo by Mlkt! Hughe! 
Weirton Madonna catcher Lou Comls, right, gets the force out at home of Toronto's 
Mitch Ludewig, left, during their OVAC Class A title game Saturday at Steubenville, 

R~d_ Knights Recover 
Toronto battles but an error on what would 

have been the third out of the 
back after Com.is' inning allowed the Red 
first-inning slam . ~~his' Max King to reach 

By ASHLEY NEWMAN Toronto would not waste 
For the News-Register the opportunity. Mike Gar-
Mirroring the clouds that man followed with an infield 

circled overhead just before hit and another Blue Don 
the first pitch, lhe Madonna error allowed King to cross 
baseball team began the Ohio the plate. Cooper then came 
Valley Athletic Conference up with another big hit, 
Class A championship game smacking a double Into right 
against Toronto with a flurry. field and knocking in two, 

The Red Knights eventual- giving Toronto a 5-4 lead. 
I • ed I d d It was no surprise to 
Y regam contro an use Perkins that his sbuad came 

a strong finish to collect a 9-
4 victory at Vacarro Field on through with the ig offen
Saturday, capturing the con- sive innings to lake the lead. 
ference crown. "All day long we were 

"I • • 1 • h getting good at bats. We 1 is mce 10 P a'/ m I e were seeing the pitches well 
OV AC tournament,' Toron-
to head coach Brian Perkins and pulling the ball in play," 
said. "They do a great job in Perkins said. "The breaks 
hosting. a first class event just weren't going our way 
every year. We are very earlX on. 

. happy to represent Toronto ' It pretty much sums up 
and represent the Ohio Val- our whole game, though, 
ley Athletic Conference." because our hitters kept bat-

With the way the game tllng and eventually the ball 
started, it looked as though starting falling. Then, we 
the Red Knights had a long were able to capitalize on 
day in front of them. some good hits.'' 

Toronto pitcher Mike Rad- Radvansky continued his 
vansky struggled with his dominance on the mound, as 

I I he struck out three ballers in 
contro n the firS t Inning. the lop of the sixth innin~ to 
After walking three of the 
first four batters, Madonna's hold the lead. He finis ed 
Lou comis drilled a one-out with I I strikeouts and those 

d I d I r fi Id three first-inning walks. 
gran s am eep to e I ie ' "Mike is one of the tutti-
giving the Blue Dons an 
earlv 4-0 lead. est ball players that I ave 

.tMike (Radvansky) was- been around," Perkins said 
n't on with his pitches at the of the junior hurler. "He just 
beginnln~ of the game," doesn't get rattled and 'it 
Perkins srud. "They had that showed today. He just kept 
big first inning and they were battling nnd contrnued to 
really able to capitalize on fight through the early prob
his walks." · lems. He was able to find his 

The poor start to the con- gr!)OVe and he ended up 
test seemed to awaken Rad- bemg successful." 
vansky, as the junior took In the bottom of the sixth 
control of the game in the Inning, Toronto's offense 
second inning. continued its success, this 

In the bollom of the sec- time against Madonna rellev
ond frame, the Toronto bats er George Magnone. 
also came to life. With Dave The Red Knights' Joe 
Porter on second base two Shimmel began the frame 

with a double.' After 
outs, Mitch Ludewig came Ludewi~ drew a walk, Rad
up with an RBI double to 
center field, culling the lead vansky elped his own cnuse 
to 4-1. by hitting a run-scoring sin-

Madonna starting pitcher gle to right field, extending 
Max Nogay did his best to the lead to 6-4. Zach Stewart 
hold down the Red Knight was able to draw a walk lo 
bats, as both teams failed lo load the bases. 
score in the third frame. After Madonna recorded a 

Toronto (17-4) caught its force out at home, Garman 
offensive rhythm again in the came up witl1 a two-run sin
bottom of the fourth inning. gle to left field. Another run 
A Jordan Cooper double was crossed the plate when 
followed ·by a one-out RBI Madonna threw out an 
single by Porter; trimming attempted steal at second 
the deficit to·4-2. · base, giving the runner at 

After Radvansky again third base enough time to 
quieted the Madonna bats in cross the plate. 
the top of the fifth inning, When the sixth inning 
Toronto broke the game open ended, Toronto had extended 
In the bollom of that frame. its lead lo 9-4. 

Nogay forced two ground . The fl ve run lead was 
outs to start the fifth inning, plenty for Radvansky. With 

one runner on base and two 
outs, Comis was forced into 
a fly out to deep left field, 
endmg the game and brln~
ing an OV AC championship 
back to Toronto. 

While Toronto celebrated 
the victory, Madonna, led by 
head coach Jeff Baire, was· 
left to ponder what could 
have been. 

"They played a heck of a 
good ball game. To stay in 
there and battle back the way 
they did says something 
about their program," Baire 
said· of his opponent. "But, 
(Saturday) was the same old 
story for us. We /!,el runners 
on second and thud with no 
outs and we aren't able to 
score. You don't have to 
look very far lo find the rea
son why we lost the ball 
game. 

"You can say that an 
umpire could have made a 
calf and you can talk about 
philosophies and approaches 
when you ~o to the plate, but 
if you don t execute on what 
you 're told to do, the end 
result is not going to be 
good. That is where we were 
at today." 

Madonna (I 5-11) strand
ed seven runners. 

','J keep saying that hilting 
when runners nre on base is 
an attitude," Bnlre 
explained. "Yo.u have to 
want to be in the baller's box 
when you see runners in 
scoring position. Right now, 
we are struggling to find that 
guy that wants lo be in the 
batter's box when we have 
guys on base. 

"It will come eventually. I 
have complete faith in that. It 
may not be this year, but it 
will definitely happen next 
year.'' 

Toronto will look to take 
the momentum from earning 
the OV AC championship 
and apply it to a regular sea
son meeting at home against 
Big Red at 5 p.m. on Mon
day. 

Baire will continue to seek 
answers from his squad. 

"We still have some 
games left. The most impor
tant part of our season starJs 
on Monday. Every time you· 
take lhe field, you have a1 

chance to learn. We needed 
to be on the field today to get 
the opportunity to learn," 
Baire said. "We did that 
today. 
. "It is not going to be hard 
for us lo refocus. If you can't 
get focused on the sectional 
tournament, you might be 
playing the wrong sport" 

Madonna will travel to 
play Bishop Donahue in the 
or,ening round of sectional 
pay at 5 p.m. on Monday. 
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took advantage." 
That the Crusaders did, 

stringing together six hits 
enroute to sending IO hitters 
to the plate. When the dust 
finally settled, Monroe 
Central was staring at a 7-2 
deficit and one from which 
they would not recover. 

"It seemed when it 
rained, it poured that 
inning," Rosnick observed. 
"Ryan (Highman) definitely 
deserved a better fate." 

Highman pitched reason
ably well but yielded IO hits 
in a route-going perform-

• ance, He compiled eight 
strikeouts and issued two 
walks. 

Monroe, meanwhile, 
staged continual threats 
against Crusaders' 
righthander Brian Defranco. 
In no fewer than five Innings 
did the Noles strand two 
baserunners. "We just could
n't seem to come up with 
one or two clutch hits," 
Rasnick offered . 

A second inning 
Crusaders' error permitted 
junior Ryan Kuhn to score 
the game's first run. One 
inning later, lendoff man 
Ethan Rose singled and 
raced home when shortstop 
Senn Smithberger drilled a 
double. 

But Steubenville Central 
was about to erupt and take 
control. A iendoff single by 
shortstop Justin Teramann 
ignited the Blue and Gold. 
Catcher Justin Kaufman 
reached on n fielder's choice 
and Teramana was safe ·at 
second the result of a Noles' 
misplay. 

Leftfielder Rynn Marrow 
foBowell by laying down a 
sacrifice bunt. When the 
throw to first was off-line, 
sec had the bases juiced. 

Monroe paid dearly as 
winning pitcher Brinn 
DeFranco, first baseman 
Mike Dichazl, centerflelder 
Aaron Straney and designat
ed hitter Nick Milosevich 
each delivered run-produc
ing hits. • 

Batting for the second 
time in the inning, Teramann 
tagged an RBI double to 
right and it was 7-2. 

Monroe Central fought 
back-in the top of the fifth. 
Smithberger nnd centerfield
er Josh Turner both singled 
before sophomore Adam 
Masters doubled to plate 
Smithberger. Turner .also 
scored on a Crusaders• error. 

Kuhn drew a base on 
bails before DeFranco avert
ed further damage by retir
ing the next two hitters. 

Two more Monroe erron 
Jed to a pair of insurance tal
lies in the Crusader fifth. 
Teramnnn collected anothe1 
run batted in, then pulled off 
a steal of home for what 
proved the final reading. 

DeFrnnco surrendered 
eight hits. He chalked up 
seven strikeouts and permit
ted five walks. Dichnzi 
delivered a double and two 
singles. Ternmann singled 
and doubled. 

Monroe Central received 
multi-hit outings from 
Smitherberger, Turner and 
rightfielder John 
Schumacher. Line score: 
Monroe 0110200 -4 84 
Staub. C. 007 020 x - 9 10 3 
BATTERIES: Highman and Platt. 
DeFranco and Kaufman. 
Gibson may be reached at: rgib
so11@ti111es/eaderonline.co111 


