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OHIO RUNNING 
back Troy Starr 
busts through the 
middle of the West 
Virginia defense 
during Sunday's 
63rd annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All­
Star Charity 
Football Classic at 
Wheeling Island 
Stadium. Starr ran 
for close to 60 
yards in the game. 
Additional photos 
may be viewed at 
cu. timesleaderonlin 
e.com 
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SIMPLY DOMINANT 
• Ohio stymies West Virginia, 31-7, in 
63rd OVAC All-Star Football Game 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Another year and another,no1_ninating perfonnan~ bx,.O,.hio..,. 
That wa~ 1hc ,tor\ of Sundav eveninc.·c; 63rd annual Rudv Mumlev 

OVAC All-Star Charity Footbail Cla.s~ic in front of an eMimated 7 .000 
people at warm and buggy 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

The Ohio squad used a 
potent. swarming defense and 
enough offense to cruise to a 
31 -7 ~victory in the annual -;um- • 

. mer ~howcase of Ohio Valley 
football. 

·The kids ju'it did a great job 
on both ~ides of the ba11:· said 
elated Ohio head coach Randy 
Thompson moments after 
receiving an ice-bath from his .. 
players. "We came down here to 
win the game and you've got to 
love these kids. We had these 
kids for seven days and we· ve 
come to love them. and we just 
appreciate the kids. the OVAC 
and the Ohio Valley:· 

The defensive unit for the 
Buckeyes wreaked all sorts of 
havoc all evening long. making 
it nearly impossible for the 
Mountaineers to execute any 
offense let alone its game plan. 
and that was something coming T-L Photo/MIKE PALMER 

in that Mountaineer head coach OHIO RECEIVER Zach Gust 
B.J. Depew knew could play a makes a move to the outside as 
rol~_.M , h t. t·t· t Oh . .. a West Virginia defender tries to 

' a s O O 10
• ake the tackle Depew said. --They had a great m • 

bunch of football players. and ----------­
they out-played u~ the majority of the night. We tried to make some 
adjustments with our :-.plit~ to max protect and not even that was 
enough most of the time: · 

The Ohio defense - which bought into the speed over size mental­
ity - limited the Mountaineers to a mere 8 I yards net. but with 

See, OHIO, Page B3 

T·L Photo/MIKE PALMER 

OHIO HEAD coach Randy Thompson is doused with the water bucket as the game's final sec­
onds wound down during Sunday's 63rd annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. Thompson and his Buckeyes posted a decisive 31-7 victo­
ry. Additional photos can be viewed at cu.timesleaderonline.com 
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Mumley OVAC All· 
Star Charity 
Football Classic at 
Wheeling Island 
Stadium. Starr ran 
for close to 60 
yards in the game. 
Additional photos 
may be viewed at 
cu. timesleaderonlin 
e.com 
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SIMPLY DOMINANT 
• Ohio stymies West Virginia, 31-7, in 
63rd OVAC All-Star Football Game 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Another year and anathe.c,_d.o,mjJJJJ!og,pe_rformance b.r.~io. 
Thul \\ a~ the ~tor) or Sunday evening', 6'.kd annual Rud~ umley 

OV AC All-Star Chant\ Football C\a~~ic in front of an estimated 7 .000 
people at warm an·d buggy 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

The Ohio squad used a 
potent. swarming defense and 
enough offense to cruise to a 
3 J • 7 victory in the annual sum-

. mer showcase of Ohio Valley. 
football. 

"The kids just did.a great JOb 
on both sides of the ball."' said 
elated Ohio head coach Randy 
Thompson moments after 
receiving an ice-bath from his 
players. :.We came down here to 
win the game and you've got to 
love these kids. We had these 
kids for seven days and we·ve 
come to love them. and we just 
appreciate the kids. the OV AC 
and the Ohio Valley:· 

The defensive unit for the 
Buckeyes wreaked all sorts of 
havoc all evening long. making 
it nearly imposs ible for the 
Mountaineer, to execute any 
offense let alone its game plan. 
and that was somethrng coming T·L Photo/MIKE PALMER 

in that Mountaineer he'ad coach OHIO RECEIVER Zach Gust 
B.J. Depew knew could play a makes a move to the outside as 

rol~: M v hat•$ 0 ff 10 0 hi 
O 

_-· a West Virginia defender tries to 
Depew said. ··They had a great make the tackle. 
bunch of football player~. and -----------­
they out-played us the majority of the night. We tried to make some 
adjustments with our ~phis to max protect and not even that wa~ 
enough most of the time:· 

The Ohio defense - which bought into the speed over size mental­
ity - limited the Mountaineers to a mere 81 yards net. but with 

OHIO 
DEFENDERS 

John Earliwine 
(left) and Dustin 

Sadlowski 
chase West 

Virginia quarter­
back Alex 

Peluchette dur­
ing Sunday's 
63rd annual 

Rudy Mumley 
OVAC All-Star 

Charity Football 
Classic. 

Additional pho­
tos maybe 

viewed at 
cu. timesleadero 

nline.com 
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OHIO HEAD coach Randy Thompson is doused with the water bucket as the game's final sec­
onds wound down during Sunday's 63rd annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. Thompson and his Buckeyes posted a decisive 31 ·7 victo• 
ry. Additional photos can be viewed at cu.times/eaderonline.com 

OVAC Notebook 

Timmersjo not awed 
by large OVAC crowd 

Not until a few years ago did kick­
ing specialists have a spot on the Rudy 
Mumley Ohio Valley Athlet i c 
Conference All -Star 
Charity Football Game 
rosters. 

However. with the 
emergence of place­
kicking in the sport 
- on each and every 
level - a roster 
exe mption was 
granted for kickers­
only. 

When Buck.eve Kim's Korner: 
Trail's Randy 
Thompson was seeking a kicker for hi, 
Ohio squad for last night'~ 63rd annual 
event. he had no further to look than 

Martins Ferry. 
And for good reason. 
A BIG reason. in fact - that. being 

6-ft.-5. 235-pound Herman Timmersjo. 
the Purple Ri ders · foreign exchange 
student from Sweden. 

Although he admitted to never play­
i ng organized Amer ican football 
before. he wasn't al all in awe of the 
crowd. which was estimated at 7.000 
by Game Director Bob Koch. 

"My fir~t game at Martins Ferry (vs. 
Buckeye Local ) was a big crowd." 
Timmer\j o recalled. "But thi~ ~tadium 
wa~ packed. There were a lot of people 
here: · 

The Buc~eye~ took the opening kick• 

See. NOTES, Page B3 
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upwards of I O ~ack~ recorded the rushing yardage equaled 
out to a minu:-. 60 dip. 

··our defen!-.·e pretty much outscored us. I think.'' 
Thompson said. "We drafted those linebackers and we heard 
all week about big on quick and I thmk the quick showed 
what il was made of because we had guy::. who could get to 
the football : · 

While the Ohio defense - which even pounced on a pair 
of fumbles in the second half for touchdown~ - basically 
stole the show. the Buckeyes· offense was by no means a 
pushover. racking up 303 yards. including a strong 213 on 
the ground. 

The Ohio squad - taking the opening kick set the 
tone on the first possession of the contest. march mg directly 
down the field before the Mountaineer1, stiftened and forced 
the Buckeyes to settle for a 42-yard field goal off the foot oi 
Martins Ferry·s Herman T1mmer!-.jo from the nght hash. 

"Our offensive line made a ~tatement on the first drive:· 
. Thompson said. "We got off to a good start with the points 

on the opening series. and that was big. We :-.puttered a little 
bit later in the game. but you come to expect that m thb 
game. 

It was the running of quarterback Brock Davi\ of 
Buckeye Trail and River tailback Troy Starr. which ,et the 
tone on the opening dnvc. 

T-L PHOTO/MIKE PALMER 

OHIO'S JOHN Earliwme talks with defensive coordinator Steve Mercer during Sunday evening's Audy Mumley 

OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic. The Buckeyes rolled to a 31-7 victory. Additional images may be viewed 

at cu.ttmesleaderonline.com 

After the Mountaineers produced the fin,t of many three­
and-outs on the evening. the Ohio offen~e got it cranKed up 
again on the ensumg possession. marching 56 yards in five 
plays. Davis found former prep teammate Sam Bond­
Zielinski who made an acrobatic catch for a 22-yard touch­
down. Timmersjo was perfect on the PAT. putting Ohio up 
I 0-0. which is how the scoreboard read until the third quar­
ter. 

The two squads traded punts to open the second half. but 
the Ohio punt pinned the Mountaineers deep in their own 
end. 

Ohio defense: Speed 
wins out over size everytime 
By SETH $TASKEY 
nmes Leader Sports Editor 

The clichc in ,port!, ,ay, defense 
win, champ1on,hip!,. 

Once again it pro\ ed to be totally 
accurate at Sunda) 
evening·~ 63rd 
annual · Rudy 
Mumlev OVAC 
AII -St;1r Ch.nity 
Football Cla~sic in 
which Ohio rolled. 
3 I -7. 111 front of a 
big turnout at 
Wheeling bland 
Stadium. -

The Ohio --~---
defcn!>e wa!'> 
ab~olutel) ,titling. 
hold in!! the 
Mount;11neer~ to 
minus 60 ) ard'> 
rushing. 

And it went 
about 11 ju!',t 11!,.,e 
Ohio head coach 
Randy Thomp,on 
and dcfcn,1ve coor­
dinator Ste \'e 
Mercer planned 
when thcv and the 
rest of the Ohio 

VINCENT 

coaching staff sat ~ ~ -:s,..-:­

down 10 pick their 
team. utili z ing 
speed. -

··When we stan­
ed picking kids we 
decided to go with 
a fast lineup and 
we had kids com- , 
ing from every ­
where. .. Mercer , 
said. "We moved 
some kids to new 
positions this week 
and it reallv didn 't 
matter becau:-.e 
they are all football 
player'> ... 

There were 
members of the • 
Ohio de fcn!\i ve 
unit. who probably 
got to know Wc-.t 
Virginia playe rs 

OMA TS 

better durin!! one ------ ­
evening than~ they 
did their teammate, 
all week bccau, e 
they spent , o much 
time in backfield. 

One of the play­
er, who had man} 
people raving was 
R11,·ll'V/' I (H' :1 1°, 

PERKINS 

T•L Pholo/MIKE PALMER 

THE OHIO defense was swarming all over the field Sunday night. 
Pictured are Marky Markakis (46), Carl Perkins {white helmet) and Isaac 
Omaits {blue helmet). 

talk about the big lineman to motivate 
us and it paid offtontght." 

It wasn't just the fans. media and 
coaches who took note of what Omaits 
did during the cour'>e of the game. 

"We were everywhere defensively 
and Omaiu, had 10 h.ive played the 
game of hi' life:· said Shadys1de' s 
Dustin Sadlowsk1 who was a force at 
defensive end. 

Omaits· abil1t} was pomted out to 
the Ohio coache!-. by a coach who dealt 
with the former Buckeye Local Panther 
on several occa~s1ons. 

··coach (Andrew) Connor was up at 
camp and told us that no one (on West 
Virginia ) woul d be able to block 
Omaits and he wa\ right: · Mercer ~aid. 

While Omaits was dominant and 
will go down as one of the players who 
may have flown under the radar some­
what during the course of his prep 

__ '-•-• t .. r. I • ,:..., .. : __ _....,, ;,.....,., ,..n 

who was playing out of his natural 
spot. He twice earned first-team all­
Ohio accolades as a linebacker for the 
Tigers. but it was at defensive end 
where Sadlowski shined in his final 
prep football game. 

"We were everywhere: · Sadlowsk1 
said. "We went with the quick line­
backers and then shifted people around. 
which worked out pretty well." 

Sadlowski while admittmg he's a 
natural linebacker and enjoys the posi­
tion - noted that there's a lot to enjoy 
about berng an end. 

"It wa\ a lot of fun playing end." 
Sadlowski ~aid. "You can never com­
plain about getting sacks ... 

Other guys who made their pres 
ences felt defensively were St. 
Clairsvillc·s Anthony Vincent who 
blanketed West Virginia receivers and 
delivered one of the game·s hardest hits 
;n ,.a..,..,. l'"Ar,r. 't"\1'1 h.,,,lf 

On the first play. there wa~ a botched exchange on a 
handoff only to see Buckeye Trail"\ Dan Starr come up with 
the loose football. giving the Buckeyes a 16-0 lead after the 
PAT was botched. 

Harrison Central's Robbie Davia sent a lnt of fans for the 
exits on the initial play of the fourth quarter when he slipped 
around left end for a 6 yard touchdown run. The two-point 
try was no good. leaving it a 22-0 lead. 

The Mountaineer· offensive problems continued on the 
next series. After a penalty and a pair of negative rushes. the 
ball came loose and Bellaire 0

\ Tyler Robinson grabbed the 
football rolling around on the end zone turf. Timmersj o was 
good again on the extra point. 

" Every kid we had 1n thb game can play football." 
Thompson said. "Every kid got a lot of reps this week. and 
our kids deserved everything they got tonight because of the 
way they worked and h,mdled themselve, all week ... 

We~t Virginia a\ oided the :-.hutout when Bishop 
Donahue·s tandem of Michael Angalich and L.A. Hampton 
hooked up on a 22-yard scoring !>tnke. 

Ohio added a late safety from Marky Markakb to seal the 
scoring. 

"We had two fumble!> for touchdowns and a safety. which 
allowed the score to become as lop-sided as it did:· Depew 
admitted. ··our defense played pretty well and at times our 
offense played well. but each time we had something going 
either we made a mistake or (Ohio) made a b1f! play and 11 
just became harder and harder for us to fight back." 

The Ohio defense which accounted for 14 points 
received sterling efforts from a host of players. including 
Buckeye Local's. lsaac Ornaits who had no fewer than five 
sacks in the conte~t. St. C.'?John Earliwine. Cambridge's 
K i rk Wetherell. Shadvsidc ' s Dustin Sadlowski. Un-ion 
Local's Carl Perkins and St. C.'s Anthony Vincenl were out­
standing on the defensive side of the ball. 

Sraskev WII be reached (If 

sstaskey@ii111esleadero11line.com 

WEST VIR­
GINIA 
head coach 
B.J. Depew 
stalks the 
sideline 
during 
Sunday's 
game. 

• Notes--------
Continued from Page 81 

off and drove nght down the field behind a potent running 
game. However. the drive stalled at the W. Va. 25-yard line. 
bringing on Timmersjo for a 42-yard field goal attempt. 

The soccer-styled Swede got off a booming kick that 
sailed high down the field from the right hash mark. curving 
ju\t enough to evenly ,plit the uprights and give favored 
Ohio an early 3-0 advantage. 

"I just wanted to do my best and hit it through.'' 
Timmersjo said when asked what his thought's were as he 
trotted onto the field prior to the kick. ··Just get it through ... 

ThP ,1 ') _ \t•u"l'iPr tiP tf hi..: r•,r~Pr lnnn u,hi(~h h~ ,Pt l:,i.:t \.'. P ~ .. 
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OHIO'S JOHN Earliwine talks with defensive coordinator Steve Mercer during Sunday evening's Rudy Mumley 

OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic. The Buckeyes rolled to a 31-7 victory. Additional images may be viewed 

at cu. timesleaderonline.com 

Zielinski who made an acrobatic catch for a 22-yard touch­
down. Timmersjo was perfect on the PAT. putting Ohio up 
I 0-0. which is how the scoreboard read until the third quar-
re~ • 

The two squads traded punts to open the second half. but 
the Ohio punt pinned the Mountaineers deep in their own 
end. 

Ohio defense: Speed 
wins out over size everytime 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

The cliche in ,port, ,ays defense 
wm~ championship\. 

Once again 11 proved to be totally 
accurate .it Sunday 
evening··~ 63rd 
annual- Rudy 
Mumley OVAC 
All -Star Charity 
Football Classic in 
which Ohio rolled. 
31-7. in front of a 
big turnout at 
Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 

The Ohio 
defen,e was 'L.-__ ....... _ 

absolutely \tilling. VINCENT 
holding the 
Mountaineer\ to 
minus 60 yards 
rushing. 

And it went 
about it just like 
Ohio head coach 
Randy Thompson 
and defensive coor­
dinator Steve 
Mercer planned 
when they and the 
rest of the Ohio 
coaching staff sat 
down to pick their 
team. utilizing 
speed. 

"When we start­
ed picking kids we 
decided to go with 
a fast lineup and 
we had kid, com­
ing from C\'ery ­
where ... Mercer 
said . "We moved 
some kids to new 
po1,itions thi\ week 
and it realh didn ·1 

matter becau~e 
thev are all football 
player,;." 

There were 
member1, of the 
Ohio defensive 
unit. who probably 
got to know West 
Virginia player~ 
better during one ---­
evening than they 
did their teammates 
all week becau,e 
they spent so much 
time in backfield. 

One of the play­
ers who had many 
people raving was 
Buckeye Local',; 
Isaac Omaits who 
was a late addition 
to the :-.quad after 
another chosen 

PERKINS 

player opted not to WETHERELL 
panicipate. 

··J wa, a hlllc bit 
up!-et when I d idn • t make I I. but then 
when I found out I wa!- going to get to 
play I wanted to come out and prove 
something." Omait, admitted. "I JU'it 
let the chip, fall where they may and 
run with it no matter what I get." 

Omaits· prc,cnce was definitely felt. 
"We had a lot of athlete, on the 

defensive line. which took a lot of pre!,­
sure off me." the humble Omait!> 
admitted. "I have to give credit to my 
teammates for allowing me to do what 
I can do ... 

Omail\ • stat sheet looked !>Omething 
like thi,: Sacks: five: Tackle<;: 13 and 
counties, other time, forcing play~ to 
be altered in progre,~ and other acts. 
He was like a man among boy, at times 
on the field. 

··we knew we could do ,ome things 
on the defemive line becau!>e dunng 
our offen,ive practice~ against our 
defen!>e they struggled to move the 
ball." Omait!> continued. "We u~ed that 
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THE OHIO defense was swarming all over the field Sunday night. 

Pictured are Marky Markakis (46), Carl Perkins (white helmet) and Isaac 

Omaits (blue helmet). 

talk about the b1g lineman to motivate 
us and it paid off tonight. .. 

It wa,n ·1 JUSt the fans. media and 
coache, who took note of what Omaib 
did during the cour~e of the game. 

"We were everywhere defensively 
and Omalls had to have played the 
game of hi!> life." \<lid Shadyside ·~ 
Du\lin Sadlow\ki who was a force at 
defen~ive end. 

Omaits· ability wa!> pointed out to 
the Oht0 coache, by a coach who dealt 
with the former Buckeye Local Panther 
on several occa,~iom. 

"Coach (Andrew) Connor wa~ up at 
camp and told u, that no one (on West 
Virl!inia) would be able to block 
Omaits and he was right." Mercer said. 

While Omall!> was dominant and 
will go down as one of the players who 
mav have flown under the radar some­
what during the course of his prep 
career. but left a lasting impression on 
the OVAC Game. he wa!>n't alone. 

St. Clairsv1lle ·, John Earliwine. who 
wa, voted a team captain early in the 
week. failed to d1~appoint as well 
Earliwinc played a huge role on the 
Red Devib. !>quad. which finished 12-
1 and played for the regional champi­
om,hip. 

He played a big role again Sunday. 
~pending a lot of time forcing the 
defen,i,e h,ue and cha<;ing West 
Virginia quarterback\ Alex Pelechutte 
and Michael Angalich all o ver the 
hland. 

"Our defen~e wa, amazing." 
Earliwine ~aid. "We came out firing 
and hitting people. We could see in 
(West Virginia'!-) eyes that they 
weren't ready to play. Our team came 
out real tough and played as a team." 

Earliwine - who wa~ by no means 
the b1gge,t guy on the team in term!> of 
stature - played with a mas,ive 
amount of energy and character 
throughout the conte<;t. 

"Speed take!> size anytime." 
Earliwme <;aid. "If you ·ve got the speed 
to get around the big fat lineman. that'<; 
all -you need right there ... 

Sadlow<;ki wa!, one of the player\ 

who was playing out of his natural 
spot. He twice earned first-team all­
Ohio accolade!> as a linebacker for the 
Tigers. but it was at defensive end 
where Sadl.owski shined in hi:. final 
prep football game. 

"We were everywhere." Sadlowski 
said. ··we went with the quick line­
backers and then shifted people around. 
which worked out pretty we11.•· 

Sadlowski while admitting he's a 
natural linebacker and enjoy~ the posi­
tion noted that there·!> a lot to enjoy 
about being an end. 

"It was a lot of fun playing end ... 
Sadlowski 1,aid. "You can never com­
plain about getting sacks:· 

Other guys who made their pres­
ences felt defensively were St. 
Clairsville's Anthony Vincent who 
blanketed West Virginia receivers and 
delivered one of the game's hardest hits 
in the second half. 

Cambridge·s Kirk Wetherell and 
Union Locals Carl Perkins showed 
their worth al the linebacker spots. The 
pair got every tackle that the front four 
didn't. 

"They (W. Va.) couldn't block those 
guys at any position." Mercer said. 
"That's exactly what we had in mind 
when we picked those guys ... 

Something makes people think that 
picking speed could be the way to go 
from now on. 

SETH'S SCOOPS 
■ MERCER unlike a lot of the 

coaches who spent the week involved 
in the OV AC Game is not a school 
teacher. meaning he had to take a 
week's vacation from his real job to 
spend time with the players. 

"I have good employers to allow me 
to do this:· Mercer said. "They like for 
us to do community things and the 
OV AC is great. so this was a great 
week." 

■ RIVER ·s TROY Starr earned all­
Ohio first-team status in leading the 
Pilots to the second round of the play­
offs. He spent time this week bussing 
tables at the Strager Evening with the 

See, Ohio, Page B4 

On the first play. there was a botched exchange on a 

handoff only to see Buckeye Trail's Dan Starr come up with 
the loose football. gi ving the Buckeyes a 16-0 lead after the 
PAT was botched. 

Harrison Central"s Robbie Davia sent a lot of fans for the 

exits on the initial play of the founh quarter when he slipped 
around left end for a 6-yard touchdown run. The two-point 
try was no good. leaving it a 22-0 lead. 

The Mountaineer· offensive problems continued on the 
next series. After a penalty and a pair of negative rushes. the 
ball came loose and Bellaire·s Tyler Robinson grabbed the 
football rolling around on the end zone turf. Timmersjo was 
good again on the extra point. 

··Every kid we had in this game can play football." 
Thompson said. "Every kid got a lot of reps this week. and 
our kids deserved everything they got tonight because of the 
way they worked and handled themselve~ all week." 

West Virginia avoided the shutout when B i shop 
Donahue·.\ tandem of Michael Angalich and L.A. Hampton 
hooked up on a 22-yard ~coring strike. 

Ohio added a late ~afcty from Murky Markaki~ to ,eal the 
scoring. 

"We had two fumble!> for touchdowns and a safety. which 
allowed the ~core to become as lop 1,ided as it did." Depew 
admitted. "Our defense played preny well and at times our 
offense played well. but each time we had something going 
either we made a mistake or (Ohio) made a big play and ii 
just became harder and harder for us to fight back ... 

The Ohio defense - which accounted for 14 points 
received sterling effons from a host of players, including 
Buckeye Local's Isaac Omaits who had no fewer than five 
sacks in theJcontest. St. C.'s-.John-Earllwine. Cambridge's 
Kirk Wetherell. Shad, side· s Du\lin Sadlowski. Union 
Locars Carl Perkin~ .ind St. C. ·s Anthonv Vincent were out­
standing on the defensive :-.ide of the ball.. 

Staskev can be reached at 

sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 

WEST VIR­
GINIA 
head coach 
B.J. Depew 
stalks the 
sideline 
during 
Sunday·s 
game. 

• Notes-------
Continued from Page B1 

off and drove right dov. n the field behmd a potent running 
game. However. the drive stalled at the W.Va. 25-yard line. 
bringing on Timmersjo for a 42-yard field goal attempt. 

The ~occer-styled Swede got off a booming kick that 
sailed high down the field from the right hash mark. curving 
ju~t enough to evenly -;plit the uprights and give favored 
Ohio an early 3-0 advantage. 

"I just wanted 10 do my best and hit it through ... 
Timmersjo said when asked what his thought"s were as he 
trotted onto the field prior to the kick. "Just get it through." 

The 42-varder tied his career long. which he set last sea-
son in Week IO against Bellaire. -

"I haven't kicke-d much lately:· Timmersjo admitted. " I"ve 
been in Sweden for the last six months. but I have played a 
lot of soccer. I have kicked a little. but not a lot." 

In addition to his three-pointer. he kicked off five times. 
On two of those occasions. his booming end-over-end kicks 
sailed into the end zone for automatic touchbacks. The other 
three resulted in the returner fielding the pigskin inside his 
own five. but he didn't make it much further. 
For now. Herman is headed back to Europe where he will 
finish up his senior year of high school. After that. he said he 
wants to further his gridiron skills. 

"I am looking forward to playing college football:· he 
offered . .. , just don't know where:· 

Well. if there were any college coaches or scouts in atten­
dance last night. his stock rose like the-mercury in a ther­
mometer on a I DO-degree day. 

Good luck Herman. I'm sure we haven't heard the last 
from you. 

PUNT, PASS AND KICK 
A Martins Ferry resident had the chance to win$ I 0.000 in 

a contest sponsored by WTOV-9 during last night's game. 
During a break in.the first quaner. Tim Cooper was given 

the opponunity to show his skills 
However. an admitted "lousy"' punt did him in. "That got 

me down. but I thought I did okay ... he reflected. ··1 threw 
alright. but that punt got me.·· 

To his credit. the 54-year employee of Scheehle"s Produce 
in the Purple City didn ·t have much time to practice. ··1 

See, NOTES, Page B4 
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TOP LEFT: Martins Ferry resident Tim Cooper stands 
with his OSU blanket he received as a consolation prize 
from a Punt, Pass & Kick competition Sunday night. 
TOP RIGHT: Bellaire's Monica Chase was the fourth 
runnerup in the Queen of Queen's contest. Pictured with 
______ her are her parents, Cindy, left, and 

Wayne Chase. 

©\ffi 
SEE You 

VIEW 
additional 

photos 
of this 

event at 
cu.timesleade 
ronline.com 

ABOVE LEFT: St. Clairsville's Kevin 
Kalany is awarded the OVAC Band 
Scholarship. 
RIGHT: Bellaire's Kyle Cook serves as 
the OVAC Band's Field Commander. 
BELOW RIGHT: Buckeye Trail's Sam 
Bond-Zielenski, left, celebrates with 
teammate Brock Davis (10) following 
their touchdown hookup in the first 
quarter Sunday night. River's Troy Starr 
(33) joins the celebration. 
LEFT: Beallsville's Jimmy Reisz, right, · 

enjoys the action from the sideline as ;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;::;;:;;:~;:;;ffl;;;;;;;;;;;,.;;;;:;;~;;:;;;:;;:;;;:::;::;:;::::::.;;;~-.,...., 
he talks to Brock Davis. 
BELOW LEFT: These two Ohio cheerleaders dance dur­
ing a break in the action Sunday night at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 
BELOW: Martins Ferry's Caleb Barris helps his dad, 
Dale, who works for WTOV9. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Elvis takes time to pose for a picture with 
Daisha Bright, left of Monroe Central, and Amanda 
Famoso, Wheeling Park, during Sunday night's festivities. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: These three Union Local Middle 
School students show their support for the Ohio team. 
They are, from left, Jacob Johnson, Joey Brown and 
Tristan Price. 

T-L Photos/MIKE PALMER 
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Harrison Career Center 
110 Fox-Shannon Place, St. Clairsville, Ohio 43950 • (740) 695-9130 82500 Cadiz Jewett Road, Cadiz, Ohio 43907 • (740) 942-2148 

Proud to be providing career and technkal educatwn & training to high ~hool Btudenu in the Ohio Valley for over 30 years! 

"WANT CAREER SUCCESS? GET CAllEEB SKILLS!" WEB-SITE: http://www.BHCcenters.com 
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* * . p~ed ~ 1!11 Hunt1ngton 

63rd Annual Rudy Mumley 
■ 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 23rd 
"George Strager Evening With the Stars" 

*** at White Palace *** 

FRIDAY, JULY 25th 
"2008" Queen of Queens Pageant 

**** at WesBanco Arena **** 

SATURDAY, JULY 26th 
*** Pep Rally at WLSC Russek Field *** 

The OVAC McDonald's All-Star Band 

''ALL-STAR FESTIVAL'' 
Wheeling Island Stadium 

Sun·day, July 27, 2008 • Kick-Off at 7:15 p.m. 
Advance Sale Ticket: $7 .00 • At the Gate: $10.00 
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eOVAC 
Continued from Page 01 

mark on the defensive side of the ball with I 09 tackles and 
12 of those were for loss. He also had three interceptions 
and a fumble recovery. 

Efaw was first-team all-OV AC. second-team all-Valley, 
first-team All Mid-Ohio Valley. first-team all-state. 

In the classroom. Efaw is also a standout. He's a member 
of the National Honor Society. Leisure Sports. T.S.A, 
Children ·s Church Volunteer and Energy Express volunteer. 

Logan. who is the son of Mike and Julie Efaw of Paden 
City. plans on attending Marshall University. 

DRAKE KOWCHECK. Brooke - This former Bruin 
was a two-way standout along the line for head coach Dave 
Reitter. 

The 6-ft- I. 275 pounder graded out at 82 percent block­
ing and defensively he had 77 tackles and had two sacks. 

He was a second-team all-Valley, honorable mention all­
OV AC. honorable mention all-state. 

He was al~o a <;tandout in wrestling, qualifying to the 
state three time!> and placed sixth once. 

Along with hi~ athletics. Kowcheck 1s also active in 
Health Occupations Students of America. He was a member 
of Homecoming King and Prom King Court. 

Drake. who is the son of Eric Kowcheck and Jackie 
Huggins of Wellsburg. plans on attending Marshall 
University. 

BOBBY McCONNELL. Wheeling Park - This fonner 
Patriot was also a two-way standout for Coach Mark 
Nardone's squad . 

The 6-ft-3, 225 pounder saw time at left tackle and 
defensive end during his years with the Patriots. 

Bobby. who is planning on attending Bethany College. is 
the son of Jeff and Ethel McConnell of Valley Grove. 

TAYLOR SHEPHERD, Magnolia - This former Blue 
Eagle was the anchor of the line for Coach Mark Batton as a 
center. 

Shepherd was also a standout at linebacker with 23 solo 
and 45 assisted tackles. As a center. he made 35 straight 
starts and helped lead his team to the playoffs. 

He was a first-team all-state and all-OV AC pick. First­
team all-Valley and all-Mid Ohio Valley. 

Away from athletics. Shepherd is a member of the 
National Honor Society. Science National Honor Society . 
Service Club and Spanish National Honor Society. 

Taylor. who 1s the son of Tom and Lisa Shepherd of New 
Martinsville. pl~ns on attending West Virginia University. 

DAVID VETANZE. Wheeling Park - This former 
Patriot was a two-way line ace for Coach Nardone's charges 
:his past season. 

As an offensive lineman. the 6-ft-2. 290 pounder was 
:harted for 37 pancake blocks and as a defensive linemen 
1e recorded 24 tackle~. 

Hi~ ~olid campaign didn't go unnoticed as he was a sec­
md-team all ,tale pick. A~ well as a first-team all-OV AC 
md all-Valley selection. 

Away from the field. he· s a member of SADD. 
David. who is the son of Dave and Tina Vetanze of 

Nheeling. plans on attending West Virginia University. 
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ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Anthony Vincent (left) and River's 
Troy Starr helped out the staff at the White Palace 
Wednesday night by bussing a few tables during the 
George Strager Evening With the Stars. Additional 
images may be found at cu.timesleaderonline.com 

e OVAC------
Continued from Page C 1 

It may be no coinscidence that all four players come 
from strong programs. The four schools represented failed 
to lose a game during the regular season in 2007 and St. C. 
and Big Red advanced to their respective Division JV 
regional finals before bowing out. 
Strong leadership and winning seem to go hand-in-hand, 
which is what Thompson liked about the selection of this 
quartet. 

Earliwine could hardly believe it when the coaching 
staff told him about his most recent appointment. 

"To be picked out of all of these players by your team­
mates is a great honor," Earliwine said. "Words can't 
describe what an honor thi<; is. and I am going to go out and 
do my best to lead this team:· 

The Buckeyes' nose guard for Sunday night knows that 
he and the other three captains are held by a different 
accord for the rest of the week both by the coaches and 
players. 

"We know that if we act up. it's coming down on us or if 
something goes wrong. it 's coming down on us." Earliwinc 
continued. "We were picked because they know we can go 
out and get everyone up and ready for the game." 

Antolak - who will serve as an offensive tackle during 
Sunday's game - is also well-aware of what being a team 
captain in the OVAC All-Star Game means. 

"This is something I wasn't really expecting," Antolak 
said. "I am really excited about it. but the thing that makes 
me feel really good 1s the fact that the entire team can see 
the four of us as leaders, and they'll be behind us the whole 
way." , 

Don't think for a minute that any additionat",r,rel.sure is 
going lo gel to Antolak who's played in many big games 
during his·career under Brett McLean 111 St. Clairsville. 

"We've played under pressure all year. and personally I 
have always thought I've played well thal way," he contin• 
ued. "There's always a lot of eyes watching. and I really 
like playing under pressure.'' 

Captaincy is nothing new for Davis who served in lhat 
role under the aforementioned Thompson at Buckeye Trail. 
One of three Buckeye quarterbacks who could see action 
under center Sunday nighl, Davis understands what his new 
title means and entails. 

"I was kind of surprised. but I am going to really relish 
the role to lead our team," Davis said. "I was always con­
sidered leader (at Trail), so 1 am pretty much used to what it 
involves, and I really enjoy that role.'' 

Stick with The Times Leader for OV AC All-Star Game 
coverage all week. 

OVACNOTES 
■ THOMPSON also updated the media on his Buckeyes 

squad from an injury standpoint 
"We've got (Zach) Gust back on the practice field after 

he was a Jillie a gimpy. but he's fine and will be ready to go 
Sunday," the Ohio head coach admitted. "We've got a few 
bumps and bruises. but that's normal. Everyone is getting 
ready." 
■ SIX OHIO playcrl. got a few extra dollars for their 

college bank accounts during Wedne~day•~ Strager With 
the Stars. Davis, Antolak. Earliwinc. Anthony Vincent. 
Sam Bond-Zielinski and Dan Starr were awarded George 
Strager Scholarships by George Strager Memorial Football 
Camp co-director Kelly Rine. who also ~erves a~ the athlet­
ic director at St. Clairsville High School. 
■ ONE OF the biggest crowds in recent memory 

crammed into the White Palace. According to event direc­
tor Dianna Vargo, close to 500 people were on hand for the 
event. 
■ OHIO'S Cory Johnson led the OH-1O chant after the 

entire Ohio squad was announced during the banquet. 
However, the West Virginia team responded with the 'Let'~ 
Go Mountaineers' chant. 
■ THE EVENTS keep on coming· for the players. 

coaches, cheerleaders and band members tonight. All wil l 
be treated to an ice-cream social·at West Liberty State 
College as well as hear a speech from a speaker from the 
Sports World program. 
■ THE OHIO SQUAD took its practice to Wheeling 

Island Stadium today from 1-3 p.m. The Mountaineers will 
test the pro-grass surface Friday morning. 

Stas key can be reach ed at 
sstaskey@ti111esleaderm1/i11e.com 
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build relationships with other 
kids." 

Don't think for a minute 
that the Buckeyes are Laking 
their West Virginia counter­
parts lightly. It was just three 
years ago - the last time a 
2-A coach was in charge of 
the Buckeye State - when, 
the Mountaineers prevailed: 
Throw in the fact that it took 
a Maurice Bougard touch­
down in the game's wanning 
moments to lift the· Ohio side 
to victory in last year's 
encounter. 

"Our kids see West 
Virginia in the lunchroom 
and around campus, so ~hey 
know what kind of athletes 
they have over there," 
Thompson offered. "We're 
preparing as if this was 
another game at Buckeye 
Trail." 

While Thompson and the 
Buckeyes staff play-off the 
old Ohio is al ways tbe 
favorite mode. Depew does­
n't even need to bring that up 
to his players this week. 

"They know about thal," 
Depew said in reference to 
the fact that West Virginia is 
always deemed an underdog. 
'They take pride in that and 
it allows to go into this game 
with a little bit of a chip on 
our shoulder." 

Stick with The Times 
Leader Sports Department all 
week for reports on the 
OV AC All-Star Charity 
Football Classic. 
OVACNOTES 

■ THE PLAYERS and 
coaches will attend a film 
this evening supplied by the 
Shriners Hospital, explaining 
exactly where the money 
from their charities go and 
exactly what the services 
provided include. 

■ WEST LIBERTY is 
calm for the most part now, 
but come Wednesday the 
Hilltoppers' campus will 
pick up a little bit as the 
cheerleaders and members of 
the McDonald's OV AC All­
Star Band report to begin 
their preparations for 
Sunday's performance. 

Sraskey can be reached at 
sstaskey@rimesleaderonline. 
r.om 
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Elliott 
ready 
to wrap 
ankles 

. .. 
• 

By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

There are a lot of loyal 
OV AC supporters through­
out the conference up and 
down the river. 

However. long time Oak 
Glen Athletic Trainer Randy 
Elliott etches his name right 
near the top every year for 
the services he provides the 
nation's largest prep athletic 
conference. 

Elliott has been involved 
in OV AC events for the past 
32 years and is once again 
on the sideline of the OV AC 
All-Star Football Game. 
),erving in his normal role on 
the training staff. 

He's served the Mumley 
Classic since his days as: an 
undergrad student at West 
Liberty State College. :-: 

"I met Rudy Mum1ey 
when I was at W-cst 
Liberty," Elliott said. "We 
started talking. and a couple 
of years later I went to grad­
~ate school and began help­
mg the- OV AC.•· 

Elliott earned his bache­
lor's from West Liberty 
State College in 1980 in 
social science~ and then 
earned his graduate degree 
in sports medicine frQm 
West Virginia University. 

He's currently a soc~al 
~cience teacher at Oak Glen 
High School. focusing on 
world history. He 's been a 
member of the Golden 
Bears· staff for 14 years and 
has been a part of I 7 state 
championship squads as a 
trainer. including 12 in a 
row with the grappling team. 

Prior to teaching at Oak 
Glen. Elliott has abo worked 
at Weir High in the Hancock 
County system. 

Elliott i~ ~ingle and 
resides in Hancock Count••. 

Swske\ cw1 be reached at 
ssraskey@times/eaderonltne. 
com 

OVAC 
seeking 
players 

ONE OF the big 
event), surrounding th; 
annual Rudy Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Charity 
Football Cla!>\1c i!> the 
annual I 0-year reunion. 
which bring), back 
together the~ players. 
coaches and queen~ of 
the team), from IO vear" 
ago for a reunion. -

However. for that to 
be as nice of an event as 
possible. Steve Kish 
who .\pearhead~ the 
reunion for the game i" 
in need of method1- to 
contact several former 
queem and player),. 

The following play­
ers and queen~ address­
es are needed with their 
listed city of residence 
or high school. 

They include: 
Queens - Kimberl\' 

Allison. Barnesville: 
Lauren • Butku),, 
Rayland: Ashlev 
Kozlow-;ki. Shadvside: 
Angela Richardson. 
Shadyside : and 
Catherine Boto\. St. 
Clairw11le O hio 
Players: Chris D,n 1,. 
East L iverpool : M.11t 
Banal. St. Clairwille: 
Seth Reed. Shenandoah: 
Brad De Hay,. 
Cambridge. 

If you arc able to 
help in locating any of 
the above contact Kish 
at (740) 453 9146 or a1 
~740) 68 3 l 597. 
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By JIM ELLIOTT 

When NBA scouts told West Vir­
ginia's Joe Alexander he might be a 
lottery pick and the Milwaukee Bucks 
later confirmed it. the ripple down 
effect was far and wide. 

Mountaineers fans. who watched 
Alexander's 'How To Go From Off 
The Radar Screen To The NBA Lot­
tery In IO Days· instructional video 
firsthand. were left to wonder if what 
was left behind was enough to keep 
WVU a contender. 

Coach Bob Huggins gave Alexander 
his NBA blessing. then had to be rack­
ing his brain trying to figure out who 
was going to replace not only I 7 
points and six rebounds per night. but 
the mo~t athletic player on the floor no 
matter what McDonald's All-America 
team was on the other ~ide. 

The incoming freshman - Darryl 
Bryant, Roscoe Davis. Devjn Ebanks. 
Kevin Jones. and junior college-trans 
fer Demetrius Proby - probably had 
mixed emotions about Alexander's 
leaving. At least a couple of them 
jumped on an accelerated program. and 
in some cases. the starting lineup per­
haps? 

Still. no one was more affected by 
Alexander's decision than guard Alex 
Ruoff. who instantly became the 
Mountaineers· most experienced play­
er. as well as their leading scorer 
among returnees. 

"It's rough.'' Ruoff said Wednes­
day night when he was in town to 
speak to kids at Eric Bovaird's Hilltop­
per Basketball Camp. ··It was rough 
right before the draft but it has kinda 
set in now.'· 

Aside from perhaps Huggins. no one 
needed Alexander as much as Ruoff 
did. Alexander was the only player on 
the roster who was able to take away 
the opposing team·~ attention from 
defending the 3-point line. where 
Ruoff lived. When Alexander was hurt 
for a brief spell in midseason. Ruoffs 
numbers plummeted as the attention on 
him escalated. When Alexander was 
dommatmg the last handful of games 
and the entire postseason. Ruoff's 
game had a much more familiar look 
to it. 

'Tm sure open looks are going to 
be limited more than they were last 
year ... said Ruoff. who averaged l 3.8 
points. 3.5 rebounds and 2.8 assists 
last season. including 98 of 2 39 ( 41 
percent) from 3-point land, one of the 
highest marks in the Big East. "This 
whole summer. I spent time on other 
parts of my game like posting up and 
taking people off the dribble. so hope­
fully I'll be able to put that in.·· 

Thar~ something Ruoff's game has 
been sorely lacking. as he rarely drove 
to the glass and had trouble creating 
his own shot as a result. That was par­
ticularly troublesome considering 
every opposing coach wrote "don't let 
Ruoff beat you with a 3-point shot" on 
the chalkboard before every game. 

Sometimes it worked, sometimes it 
didn't. 

Without Alexander. Ruoff aho had 
to go looking for another Joe with 
whom to work out in Joe Mazulla. 
That doesn't sound like fun. consider­
ing Mazulla is a mill1on-mile-an-hour 
player. but Ruoff says that's not the 
case during the vomit-causing work• 
outs conducted by new assistant 
strength coach Andy Kettler. 

"He·s an old man now ... Ruoff said 
of Mazulla. 

The rest of the team is not. as Ruoff 
is the lone senior. Some national media 
outlets pegged the Mountaineers as 
possible title contenders after last sea­
!>on ·s Sweet 16 run. but tho~e expecta­
tions were tempered when Alexander 
bolted. 

But rarely. if ever. has Morgantown 
welcomed a recruiting class like Bob 
Huggins' first at his alma mater. 

"They're all nice guys: they're all 
talented." Ruoff said. "Proby's not 
here yet. but I think all of them will 

Local/State/National 
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RUDY MUMLEY OVAC ALL-STAR CHARITY FOOTBALL CLASSIC 

West Virginia 

Photo by Rick Thorp 
These young men will be representing West Virginia in tonight's 63rd annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic. First row: Logan Jarrett (1), Michael Angalich (3), Alex Peluchette (7), Josh Frankos (10), John McCune (12), L.A. 
Hampton (14). Second row: Chidozie Oparanozie (20), Steven Buffo (21), Allen Earnest (22), Scott Victorio (28), Jacob Lohri 
(29), Chris Martin (32), David Richmond (33). Third row: head coach B.J. Depew, L.ucas Goodwin (34), Steven Zajdowicz (40), 
Rosh Cain (44), Jacob Carnahan (46), Logan Efaw (52), Taylor Shepherd (58), assistant coach Steve. Ochap. Fourth row: Jesse 
Campbell (63), Kyle Smith (66), Taylor Potts (70), Bobby McConnell (72), Sam Cecil (73), Drake Kowcheck (75), Ian Berry (77), 
trainer Amber Herback. Fifth row: assistant coach James Cowart, Dave Vetanze (78), Jim McFarland (80), Gary Gamble (82), 
Dustin Hawkins (85), Haden Kocher (88), Josh Contraguerro (93), Michael Duplaga (99). Sixth row: assistant coach Josh Whet­
stone, assistant coach Gerald Lofstead, assistant coach Ray Smith, manager (5yle Pytlak. 

-. . -

. 0 . 
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Photo by Rick Thorp 
These young men will be representing Ohio in tonight's 63rd annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Football Classic. 
First row: Billy Merryman (1), Sam Bond-Zielinski (3), Zach Gust (7), Brock Davis (10), Robbie Davia (12), Steve Beros (14). 
Second row: Anthony Vincent (20), Kyle Rader (21), Dustin Sadlowski (22), Dan Starr (28), Justin Kaufmann (29), Joe Wheeler 
(32), Troy Starr (33). Third row: head coach Randy Thompson, John Earliwine (34), Kirk Wetherell (40), Carl Perkins (44), 
Mark Markakis (46), Jon Figel (52), Cory Johnson (54), assistant coach Bill Starr. Fourth row: trainer Randy Elliott, Ryan 
Stowers (56), Jake Antolak (58), Shane Bishop (63), Tyler Robinson (68), Trevor Jackson (72), Adam Eagleson (77), Brandyn 
Frey (78), assistant coach Tug Robson. Fifth row: Michael Wehr (80), Brandon Hunter (82), Michael Bachie (85), Jim Reisz (88), 
Zane Carter (93), Herman Timmersjo (97), Isaac Omaits (99). Sixth row: manager Chris Palmer, assistant coach Brian Kittle, 
assistant coach Steve Mercer, manager Isaac Snyder, manager Noah Burris, manager Ethan Snyd~r, assistant coach Bruce 
Stiles, assistant coach Vaughn Butler, manager Tyler Nealey. 

OV AC All-Stars 
Ready to Shine 
West Virginia meets Ohio on the island 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 

A week ago today 66 footba l l 
players and their coaches reported to 
West Liberty State College to begin 
preparations for the 63rd annual 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Char­
ity Football Classic. 

Now as the calendar has turned to 
Sundav. it's time for all of the din-

Through 
The 

Years 
(OVAC-Sponsored Games) 

2007: Ohio 6. West Virginia 3 
2006: Ohio 22, West Virginia O 
2005: Ohio 35 West Virginia 6 
2004: West Virginia 21, Ohio 7 
2003: Ohio 32, West Virginia 26 
2002: Ohio 19, West Virginia 12 
2001 : Ohio 36, West Virginia O 
2000: Ohio 13, West Virginia 7 
1999: Ohio 32, West Virginia o 
1998: Ohio 41, West Virginia 14 
1997: Ohio 24, West Virginia 14 
1996: Ohio 43, West Virginia 21 

~ ~~:: ~~'~. ~), ~est_ ~ir~~~a ? . 

(Pre-OVAC Games) 
1971: No Game 
1970: No Game 
1969: West Virginia 12, Ohio O 
1968: Ohio 6, West Virginia O 
1967: West Virginia 18, Ohio O 
1966: Ohio 26. West Virginia O 
1965: Ohio 22. West Virginia 0 
1964: Ohio 2, West Virginia O 
1963: No Game 
1962: West Virginia 12, Ohio 6 
1961: West Virginia 13, Ohio 0 
1960: Ohio 7 , West Virginia 6 

~ ~~~: V}_e_st y~r~i-~ia 7_, p~i~ 6 
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ing his ~rain trying to figure out who 
was going to replace not only 17 
points and six rebounds per night. but 
the most athletic player on the floor no 
matter what McDonald's All-America 
team was on the other side. 

The incoming freshman - Darryl 
Bryant. Roscoe Davis, Devjn Ebanks. 
Kevin Jones. and junior college1rans­
fer Demetrius Proby - probably had 
mixed emotions about Alexander's 
leaving. At least a couple of them 
jumped on an accelerated program. and 
in some cases. the starting lineup per­
haps? 

Still. no one was more affected by 
Alexander's decision than guard Alex 
Ruoff. who instantly became the 
Mountaineers' most experienced play­
er. as well as their leading scorer 
among returnees. 

"It's rough." Ruoff said Wednes­
day night when he was in town to 
speak to kids at Eric Bovaird's Hilltop­
per Basketball Camp. "It was rough 
right before the draft but it has kinda 
set in now." 

Aside from perhaps Huggins. no one 
needed Alexander as much as Ruoff 
did. Alexander was the only player on 
the roster who was able to take away 
the opposing team ·s attention from 
defending the 3-point line. where 
Ruoff lived. When Alexander was hurt 
for a brief spell in midseason. Ruoffs 
numbers plummeted as the attention on 
him escalated. When Alexander was 
dominating the last handful of games 
and the entire postseason. Ruoffs 
game had a much more familiar look 
to it. 

'Tm sure open looks are going to 
be limited more than they were last 
year:· said Ruoff. who averaged 13.8 
points. 3. 5 rebounds and 2.8 assists 
last season. including 98 of 239 (41 
percent) from 3-point land, one of the 
highest marks in the Big East. • 'This 
whole summer. I spent time on other 
parts of my game like posting up and 
taking people off the dribble. so hope­
fully I'll be able to put that in.'· 

That's something Ruoff's game has 
been sorely lacking. as he rarely drove 
to the glass and had trouble creating 
his own shot as a result. That was par­
ticularly troublesome considering 
every opposing coach wrote "don't let 
Ruoff beat you with a 3-point shot" on 
the chalkboard before every game. 

Sometimes it worked. sometimes it 
didn't. 

Without Alexander. Ruoff also had 
to go looking for another Joe with 
whom to work out in Joe Mazulla. 
That doesn't sound like fun. consider­
mg Mazulla is a million-mile-an-hour 
player. but Ruoff say:.. that's not the 
case during the vomit-causing work­
outs conducted by new assistant 
strength coach Andy Kettler. 

"He's an old man now." Ruoff said 
of Mazulla. 

The rest of the team is not. as Ruoff 
is the lone senior. Some national media 
outlets pegged the Mountaineers as 
possible title contenders after last sea­
son's Sweet 16 run. but those expecta­
tions were tempered when Alexander 
bolted. 

But rarely. if ever. has Morgantown 
welcomed a recruiting class like Bob 
Huggins· first at his alma mater. 

"They·re all nice guys: they're all 
talented:· Ruoff said. "Proby·s not 
here yet. but r think all of them will 
have a quick wake-up call to what col­
lege basketball is all about. ·· 

Kinda like John Flowers last season? 
"Kinda like everybody: · Ruoff 

said. 
So what does it all mean for this sea­

son's Mountaineers? 
" We· ve got a bunch of forward~." 

Ruoff said.-. ·r don't know how good 
Proby is at the center position. It' :.. 
gomg to be about practice. Coach Hug­
gins can change it however he wants. 

"We definitely have a run. I don ·1 
want to guarantee anything. but I feel 
like our team is good enough to make a 
run in the tournament. depending on 
the experience our freshmen get and 
how fa~t they develop. get used to 
speed of the game. That will depend on 
how far we go." 

Jim Elliott can be reached vici e­
mail at: elliott@theintelligencer.11et 
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These young men will be representing West Virginia in tonight's 63rd annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic. First row: Logan Jarrett (1), Michael Angalich (3), Alex Pcluchette (7), Josh Frankos (10), John McCune (12), L.A. 
Hampton (14). Second row: Chidozie Oparanozie (20), Steven Buffo (21), Allen Earnest (22), Scott Victorio (28), Jacob Lohri 
(29), Chris Martin (32), David Richmond (33). Third row: head coach B.J. Depew, L,ucas Goodwin (34), Steven Zajdowicz (40), 
Rosh Cain (44), Jacob Carnahan (46), Logan Efaw (52), Taylor Shepherd (58), assistant coach Steve.. Ochap. Fourth row: Jesse 
Campbell (63), Kyle Smith (66), Taylor Potts (70), Bobby McConnell (72), Sam Cecil (73), Drake Kowcheck (75), Ian Berry (77), 
trainer Amber Herback. Fifth row: assistant coach James Cowart, Dave Vetanze (78), Jim McFarland (80), Gary Gamble (82), 
Dustin Hawkins (85), Haden Kocher (88), Josh Contraguerro (93), Michael Duplaga (99). Sixth row: assistant coach Josh Whet­
stone, assistant coach Gerald Lofstead, assistant coach Ray Smith, manager )S:yle Pytlak. 

l'holo b~· Rick Thorp 

These young men will be representing Ohio in tonight's 63rd annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Football Classic. 
First row: Billy Merryman (1), Sam Bond-Zielinski (3), Zach Gust (7), Brock Davis (10), Robbie Davia (12), Steve Beros (14). 
Second row: Anthony Vincent (20), Kyle Rader (21), Dustin Sadlowski (22), Dan Starr (28), Justin Kaufmann (29), Joe Wheeler 
(32), Troy Starr (33). Third row: head coach Randy Thompson, John Earliwine (34), Kirk Wetherell (40), Carl Perkins (44), 
Mark Markakis (46), Jon Figel (52), Cory Johnson (54), assistant coach Bill Starr. Fourth row: trainer Randy Elliott, Ryan 
Stowers (56), Jake Antolak (58), Shane Bishop (63), Tyler Robinson (68), Trevor Jackson (72), Adam Eagleson (77), Brandyn 
Frey (78), assistant coach Tug Robson. Fifth row: Michael Wehr (80), Brandon Hunter (82), Michael Bachie (85), Jim Reisz (88), 
Zane Carter (93), Herman Timmersjo (97), Isaac Omaits (99). Sixth row: manager Chris Palmer, assistant coach Brian Kittle, 
assistant coach Steve Mercer, manager Isaac Snyder, manager Noah Burris, manager Ethan Snyd~r, assistant coach Bruce 
Stiles, assistant coach Vaughn Butler, manager Tyler Nealey. 

OV AC All-Stars 
Ready to Shine 
West Virginia meets Ohio on the island 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 

A week ago today 66 footbal I 
player~ and their coaches reported to 
West Liberty State College to begin 
preparations for the 63rd annual 
Rudy Mumley OY AC All-Star Char­
ity Football Classic. 

Now as the calendar has turned to 
Sunday, it 's time for all of the din­
ners. meetings and practices to come 
to an end because it's officially game 
day. 

Tonight at 7: 15 p.m .. the premier 
senior football players from 2007 
will shine brightly in the annual 
summer classic, which serves as a 
kickoff to the upcoming 2008 cam­
paign. at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

"This has been an absolutely great 
experience. and I ' ve enjoyed every 
minute of it:· said OhJO and Buckeye 
Trail head coach Randy Thompson 
who was cho~en to play in the 1970 
game. but it never materialized as the 
game was called off . .. This game is 
all about and for the kid'>. We want 
to win the game tonight without a 
doubt. but it's all about the kids." 

Linsly head coach BJ. Depew -
who ha~ been involved with this 

game a:.. a player. assistant and now 
the head coach - has enjoyed every 
single second of his week. 

"I am really pleased with how 
well these kids have come together 
and bonded." Depew said. "We've 
asked them to learn a lot in a short 
amount of time and they ·ve been 
nothing but recepti ve and bought 
into what we've told them. and we're 
prepared to be at our best (tonight)." 

The Ohio offcn~e has gotten better 
each time its stepped on the field 
during the week according to 
Thompson. who may need to find a 
few extra ways to get people 
involved. 

See, OV AC. Page B2 

(OVAC-Sponsored Games) 
2007: Ohio 6, West Virginia 3 
2006: Ohio 22, West Virginia 0 
2005: Ohio 35 West Virginia 6 
2004: West Virginia 21 , Ohio 7 
2003: Ohio 32, West Virginia 26 
2002: Ohio 19, West Virginia 12 
2001 : Ohio 36, West Virginia 0 
2000: Ohio 13, West Virginia 7 
1999: Ohio 32, West Virginia 0 
1998: Ohio 41, West Virginia 14 
1997: Ohio 24, West Virginia 14 
1996: Ohio 43, West Virginia 21 
1995: Ohio 21, West Virginia O 
1994: West Virginia 19, Ohio 14 
1993: West Virginia 34. Ohio 32 
1992: No game (washout) 
1991: Ohio 30, West Virginia 6 
1990: Ohio 42, West Virginia O 
1989: West Virginia 22, Ohio 14 
1988: Ohio 13, West Virginia 7 
1987: Ohio 13, West Virginia 11 
1986: Ohio 14, West Virginia 6 
1985: West Virginia 28, Ohio 26 
1984: Ohio 22, West Virginia 6 
1983: Ohio 26, West Virginia 16 
1982: West Virginia 7 , Ohid 6 
1981 : Ohio 17, West Virginia 14 
1980: Ohio 10, West Virginia 7 
1979: Ohio 47, West Virginia 13 
1978: Ohio 21 , West Virginia 13 
1977: West Virginia 21, Ohio 0 
1976: West Virginia 33, Ohio 20 
1975: West Virginia 8 , Ohio 0 
1974: West Virginia 13, Ohio 6 
1973: West Virginia 38, Ohio 20 
1972: Ohio 24, West Virginia 6 

(P~OVAC Games) 
1971 • No Game 
1970: No Game 
1969: West Virginia 12, Ohio O 
1968: Ohio 6, West Virginia 0 
1967: West Virginia 18. Ohio O 
1966: Ohio 26, West Virginia o 
1965: Ohio 22, West Virginia O 
1964: Ohio 2, West Virginia 0 
1963: No Game 
1962: West Virginia 12, Ohio 6 
1961 : West Virginia 13, Ohio O 
1960: Ohio 7, West Virginia 6 
1959: West Virginia 7, Ohio 6 
1958: Ohio 25, West Virginia O 
1957: Ohio 14, West Virginia 13 
1956: Ohio 27, West Virginia O 
1955: Ohio 31, West Virginia 20 
1954: West Virginia 13. Ohio 0 
1953: West Virginia 7, Ohio 0 
1952: Ohio 26, West Virginia 19 
1951: Ohio 13, West Virginia 6 
1950: Ohio 14, West Virginia 0 
1949: West Virginia 6, Ohio O 
1948: Ohio 20, West Virginia 7 
1947: West Virginia 13, Ohio 7 
1946: Ohio 26, West Virginia 7 
1945: No Game 
1944: No Game 
1943: No Game 
1942: West Virginia 7, Ohio o 
1941 : West Virginia 7, Ohio 0 
1940: West Virginia 13, Ohio 7 

NOTE: Ohio leads the OVAC· 
sponsored series 24-11-1 and 
the pre-OVAC series 15-11. 

............................................ •. ON THE LINE ............................... ~ .............. ~·- "{,; 
~- 1 

Today's Results: rv;;;.im:m Tomerrow's Poll: Tell us what you think. ~ 
0. Will you send your child to the ~- O. Wilt the traile of Nady and Marte Register your answer at www.news-register.net . i, ~....,..; 

Subway Series clinic at fNii:7- to the Yankees help the Pirates? (Theresultsoftlrispollarenotscientificandrepresentonlytheopinlons 
Wheeling Island Stadium? L:.:::.J 01 nterne1userswtio11avecnosen to parncipa1e.J 

■ 
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OVAC 
Continued from pa!{e BI 

"I am not sure we're going 
to have enough footballs on 
the field." Thompson said. 
"We're not worried about 
egos though. We are 
approaching this game to 
win and that's what every 
kids wants to do and all he 
cares about." 

The Buckeyes have a log­
jam at several positions with 
several capable players. One 
is at the quarterback spot 
where the Ohioans plan on 
implementing a three-quar­
terback system tonight. 
Buckeye Trail's Brock Davis 
will get the start and be 
backed by Hanison Central's 
Robbie Davia and Shady­
side's Billy Merryman. 

River's Troy Starr and 
Shenandoah's Joey Wheeler 
will be the go-to-guys in the 
backfield from the tailback 
spot with Steubenville's 
Mark Markakis and Shady­
side' s Dustin Sadlowski 
leading the way through the 
holes. 

When the Buckeyes put 
the ball in the air, and 
according to Thompson, they 
will put the ball in the air. 
it'll be Union Local all­
Ohioan Zach Gust who 
draws most of the attention 
despite being hampered by 
some nagging injuries during 
the week. 

"It's my hope that (Ohio) 
decides not to use Zach Gust 
very much." Depew joked. 
"We know we have to con-

lain Ohio's "peed. and they 
have speed that you can·t 
simulate in practice because 
they have so many quick 
kids:· 

The split end job wa., won 
by Trail's Sam Bond-Zielins­
ki with St. Cla1rsville's 
Anthony Vincent backing 
both spots. 

Bridgeport's Mike Bachic 
will open the game as the 
Ohio tight end with 
Beallsville's Jimmy Reisz 
also seeing quality action at 
that spot. 

Up front. the Buckeyes· 
trenches is anchored by Mar­
tins Ferry product Trevor 
Jackson at the center spot. 
He's backed by Edison's 
Cory Johnson. who will han­
dle the Ohio long-snapping 
duties. 

Indian Creek·~ Jon Figel 
and Buckeye Local's Shane 
Bishop hold down the guard 
spots. Meadowbrook's Adam 
Eagleson and Be 11 ai re· s 
Tyler Robinson will back 
them up. St. Clairsville's 
Jake Antolak and 
Steubenville's Brandyn Frey 
will serve as right and left 
tackles. respectively with 
Ryan Stowers of East Liver­
pool backing both spots. 

"Time was of the premium 
when we were putting stuff 
in. but we're working hard to 
eliminate mistakes." Thomp­
son said. ··our goal each day 
was to eel better and then 
after tht second practice we 

~,=.--- --
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Members of the West Virginia coaching staff include, 
bottom from left, Steve Ochap, B.J. Depew, James Cow­
art, top from left, trainer Amber Herback, Josh Whet­
stone, Gerald Lofstead and Ray Smith. ' 

asked the kids if they felt like When the Mountaineers 
they were better then than have the ball. Depew thinks 
they were durmg the morn- his offense could score some 
ing practice. The more rep~ points. but as is the case each 
we got. the better we·ve got- year in the OVAC Game. 
ten." they must be able to have 

The West Virginia defense time to do things offensively. 
that's going to have to find a ''We have to be able to 
way to slow down the Ohio win the battle up front." 
side's plethora of weapons Depew admitted. "In yerrrs 
will play out of a 'base 4-3 past. the Ohio defensive 
defense front has been tough to han-

The defensive tackles will die. and I expect the same to 
be Brooke· s Drake Kow hold true (today). We have to 
check and Magnolia':,, Kyle hold off their charge." 
Smith. Linsly's Ian Berry The Mountaineers' offen­
and Paden City's Rosh Cain sive line is anchored by John 
get the call at the defensive Marshall's Taylor Potts and 
end spots. Magnolia·s Taylor Shepherd 

A deep and talented group who arc the top two names 
of I inebackers is led by · on the depth chart. 
Wheeling Central's Josh Wheeling Park's Dave 
Contraguerro. Magnolia's Vetanze and Brooke's Jesse 
Steven Zajdowicz and Campbell will serve as the 
Linsly's Chidozie Opara- starting guards with Berry 
nozie. and Tyler·s Logan Efaw 

"We had a tough time backing them up. Wheeling 
picking our starting lineback- Park's Bobby McConnel I 
ers because we had so much and Linsly 's Sam Cecil will 
talent and depth there," serve as the tackles with 
Depew said. "It's definitely a Kowchcck and Smith back-
quality group." ing that duo. 

Brooke's Josh Frankos - The Mountaineers skill 
who wi II also serve as the people are talented to say the 
third West Virginia quarter- least. 
back if needed - will start Wheeling Central's all­
one safety spot. while John everything quarterback Alex 
Marshall"s Jacob Carnahan Peluchette will open the 
handles the other side. game under center. but Bish-

Brooke's duo of Scott op Donahue's Michael 
Victorio and Jim McFarland Angalich will see quality 
will roam at the comer spots action as well. 
and have to lleal with the "We think we have certain 
Ohio passing game. strength~ with Alex in the 

Photo by Rick Thorp 

Members of the Ohio coaching staff include, bottom 
from left, Steve Mercer, Randy Thompson, Bill Starr, 
top from left, trainer Randy Elliott, Brian Kittle, Vaughn 
Butler, Bruce Stiles and Tug Robson. 
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Congratulations and Good Luck Teams, Band Members and Cheerleaders 

I 10/IIGHT • WHEELING (SWIii STADIUM• KICK-OFF 7:15PMI 
Good Luck to 

All Area Players! 

St. Clairsville, OH 
1/~ 

0GLEBA.Y 
VILLAGE 
I & 2 Bedroom 

Apartments Available 
Taking Applications 

ao-4-242-8,=,.:; .1 
& 

;,m-i.24;i.17;-\~ 

AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING 

Applications for all apartment siz,-s. a, 
well .1:,. our St:-ctmn 8 I tousm~ Ass1,t.111et.· 

are currently bcmg acccpkd by the 
Benwood and McML..:hen Housing 

Authorities. All unit, ,,re L'quipfl\'d with 
whole house air ronditionini; Rent ,s 

based 011 income 

.4pp(~ '" /Wl'ffHI ., 
JJOO M■mtell .'tlrM, lfft11'!HIII, WI ' 

o, Cfltl 1.fJ-oaJ0 for •rw IIIJilnw•dult 

111fi111 __ _ 
SHADYSIDE 
PENNZOll, 

Stop. Go. Pennzoil: 
4023 Central Ave. 

I One Bridge Street 
\ Cameron, WV 

0686-2101 --~,. ~ 
BELMONf & IIAIUUSON 
CAREER CENTERS 

'"Want Career 
Success? Get 

Career Skills!,. 

BCC 695-9130 
J.Ir.r. 949..9.14A 

Good Lock 
nae 1LL-1T1111 

WHEELING 
RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT 

51 16th Street 
IA IL ,., . 1• -- \ AIII l"\f"' l'\f'\,._ 

game and then we have cer­
tain strengths with Michael 
in the gam~e." Depew said. 

--we·re going to cater our 
game plan to use the right 
guy at the right time." 

The two tailbacks in the 
Mountaineers· system will 
be Wheeling Ccntral's Chris 
Martin and Victorio with 
Park's Allen Earnest and 
Oparanozie leading the way 
as the fullback. 

Bishop Donahue·s L.A. 
Hampton and John Mar­
shall's Logan Jarrett will 
start as the Mountaineers 
receivers with Carnahan and 
Weir High's Steven Buffo 
backing them up. 

Donahue's David Rich­
mond and Contraguerro will 
alternate at the tight end spot. 

"We know West Virginia 
has a lot of option~ (offen­
sively) wilh their skill peo­
ple." Thompson said. "But. 
we really like our defense. 
we·ve moved some kids 
around to new positions and 
they've enjoyed the change 
and actually picked things up 
really well. We know our 
defensive unit has to be a 
team much like our offensive 
unit has to be a team." 

The Ohio defensive unit 
will implement a 50-based 
defense. utilizing the nose 
guard. 

Handling the nose guard 
spot is former St. Clairsville 
standout John Earliwine who 
has cat-like quickne~s along 
the line. He'll be flanked by 
defensive ends Sadlowski 
and Buckeye Trail ·s Dan 
Starr. 

Buckeye Local ·s Isaac 
Omaits and Bishop will 
alternate at the defensive 
tackle spot. while Markakis 
and Antolak will share time 
at the other defensive tackle 
spot. 

Union Local tackle 
machine Carl Perkins and 
Cambridge product Kirk 
Wetherell get the call at line­
backer with Monroe Cen­
tral's Kyle Rader and Bachie 
backing them up. 

The aforementioned Vin­
cent will serve as a corner­
back with Toronto's Brandon 
Hunter backing him up. 
Reisz and Davis will see 
time at the other corner. 
Wheeler and Wellsville"s 
Zane Carter will man one of 
the safety positions with 
Steubenville Catholic's 
Justin Kaufmann and River's 
Troy Starr locked into the 
other side. 

Special teams are always a 
critical part of the game of 
football and Thompson and 
the Ohio staff has spent a lot 
of time working on it. 

Herman Timmersjo of 
Martins Ferry via Sweden 
will handle the Ohio place­
kicking. while Hunter will 
serve as the team· s punter. 
Gust will be the deep man on 
returns and Johnson will 
handle the long snapping. 
• Wheeling Central's 

Michael Du~plaga will kick 
for the Mountaineers with 
Peluchette punting and Buffo 
doing the holding on extra 
point and field goal attempts. 

Both coaches admit that 
after tonight's game. it will 

- -- •• ···HEAo coAc,=r --·--·· •· 
Randy Thompson, Buckeye Trail 

Assistant Coaches 
Vaughn Butler, Jason Davis, Brian Kittle, Steve Mercer, 

Bill Starr, Bruce Stiles, Tug Robson 

No 
1 
3 
7 

10 
12 
14 
20 
21 
22 
28 
29 
32 
33 
34 
40 
44 
46 
52 
54 

• 56' 
58 
63 
68 
72 
77 
78 
80 
82 
85 
88 
93 
97 
99 

Name 
Billy Merryman 
Sam Bond-Zielinski 
Zach Gust 
Brock Davis 
Aobljie Davia 
Steve Beros 
Anthony Vincent 
Kyle Rader 
Dustin Sadlowski 
Dan Starr 
Justin Kaufmann 
Joe Wheeler 
Troy Starr 
John Earliwine 
Kirk Wetherell 
Carl Perkins 
Mark Markakis 
Jon Figel 
Cory Johnson 
Ryan Stowers 
Jake Antolak 
Shane Bishop 
Tyler Robinson 
Trevor Jackson 
Adam Eagleson 
Brandyn Frey 
Michael Wehr 
Brandon Hunter 
Michael Bachie 
Jimmy Reisz 
Zane Carter 
Herman Timmersjo 
Isaac Omaits 

••• 
Players 

Ht Wt 
5-10 150 
5-11 170 
5-9 175 

5-11 180 
6-2 200 

5-10 175 
6-0 160 
6-0 200 

5-10 180 
5-11 195 
6-0 185 

5-10 200 
.6-2 195 
5-8 200 

5-10 195 
5-11 180 
5-11 205 

6-2 255 
6-2 220 
6-6 255 
6-4 239 
6-1 220 
6-0 205 
6-0 235 
6-3 240 
6-2 260 

5-11 160 
5-8 170 
6-3 225 
5-9 150 
6-4 195 
6-5 235 
6-3 235 

Pos School 
QB Shadyside. 
WR Buckeye Trail 
WR Union Local 
QB Buckeye Trai l 
QB Harrison Cent. 
TB Buckeye Trail 

WR St. Clairsville 
FB Mon. Central 
RB Shadyside 
LB Buckeye Trail 
TB Steub. Gath. 
TB Shenandoah 
TB River 
DL St. Clairsville 
LB Cambridge 
LB Union Local 
LB Steubenville 
OL Indian Creek 
OL Edison 
OL East Liverpool 
OL St. Clairsville 
OL Buckeye Local 
DE Bellaire 
OL Martins Ferry 
DE Meadowbrook 
OL Steubenville • 

WR Barnesville 
TB Toronto 
TE Bridgeport 

WR Beallsville 
DB Wellsville 

K Martins Ferry 
DL Buckeye Local 

HEAD COACH 
B.J. Depew, Linsly 

Assistant Coaches 
James Cowart, Gerald Lofstead, Steve Ochap, Ray 

Smith, Josh Whetstone 

No Name 
1 Logan Jarrett 

. .. . 
Players 

Ht Wt Pos School 
6-2 180 WR John Marshall 



will put the ball m the air, 
it'll be Union Local all­
Ohioan Zach Gust who 
draws most of the attention 
despite being hampered by 
some nagging injuries during 
lhe week. 

"It's my hope that (Ohio) 
decides not to use Zach Gust 
very much."' Depew joked. 
"We know we have to con-

w111 serve as right an<l Jett 
tackles, respectively with 
Ryan Stowers of East Liver­
pool backing bolh spots. 

•Time was of the premium 
when we were putting stuff 
in. but we're working hard to 
eliminate misiakes:· Thomp­
son said. '"Our goal each day 
was to get better and then 
after the~ second practke we 
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Members of the West Virginia coaching staff include, 
bottom from left, Steve Ochap, BJ. Depew, James Cow­
art, top from left, trainer Amber Herback, Josh Whet­
stone, Gerald Lofstead and Ray Smith. 

wno w111 a1so serve as tne 
third West Virginia quarter­
back if needed - will start 
one safety spot, while John 
Marshal I's Jacob Carnahan 
handles the other side. 

Brooke ·s duo of Scott 
Victorio and Jim McFarland 
will roam at the comer spots 
and have to tleal with the 
Ohio passing game. 

peopte are taienteo to say me 
least. 

Wheeling Central's all­
everything quarterback Alex 
Peluchette will open the 
game under center. but Bish­
op Donahue's Michael 
Angalich will see quality 
action a~ well. 

··we think we have certain 
strengths with Alex in the 
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Members of the Ohio coaching staff include, bottom 
from left, Steve Mercer, Randy Thompson, Bill Starr, 
top from ten, trainer Randy Elliott, Brian Kittle, Vaughn 
Butler, Bruce Stiles and Tug Robson. 
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oerens1ve umt nas co oe a 
team much like our offensive 
unit has to be a team.·· 

The Ohio defensive unit 
will implement a 50-based 
defense. utilizing the nose 
guard. 

Martins rerry via ~weoe 
will handle the Ohio place 
kicking. while Hunter wi 
serve as the team·s punte; 
Gust will be the deep man o 
returns and Johnson wil 
handle the long snapping. 

Handling the nose guard 
spot is former St. Clairsville 
~tamlout John Earliwine who 
has cat-like quickness along 
the line. He·ll be flanked by 
defensive ends Sadlowski 
and Buckeye Trail"s Dan 
Starr. 

Wheeling Central" 
Michael Du-plaga will kic 
for the Mountaineers wit 
Peluchette punting and Buff 
doing the holding on extr 
point and field goal attempts 

Both coaches admit thE 
after tonight"s game. it wi 

HEAD COACH 
Randy Thompson, Buckeye Trail 

Assistant Coaches 
Vaughn Butler, Jason Davis, Brian Kittle, Steve Mercer, 

Bill Starr, Bruce Stiles, Tug Robson 

No 
1 
3 
7 

10 
12 
14 
20 
21 

' 22 
28 
29 
32 
33 
34 
40 
44 
46 
52 
54 

'56' 
58 
63 
68 
72 
77 
78 
80 
82 
85 
88 
93 
97 
99 

Name 
Billy Merryman 
Sam Bond-Zielinski 
Zach Gust 
Brock Davis 
Robi,ie Davia 
Steve Beros 
Anthony Vincent 
Kyle Rader 
Dustin Sadlowsk1 
Dan Starr 
Justin Kaufmann 
Joe Wheeler 
Troy Starr 
John Earliwine 
Kirk Wetherell 
Carl Perkins 
Mark Markakis 
Jon Figel 
Cory Johnson 
Ryan Stowers 
Jake Antolak 
Shane Bishop 
Tyler Robinson 
Trevor Jackson 
Adam Eagleson 
Brandyn Frey 
Michael Wehr 
Brandon Hunter 
Michael Bachie 
Jimmy Reisz 
Zane Carter 
Herman Timmersjo 
Isaac Oma1ts 

••• 
Players 

Ht Wt 
5-10 150 
5-11 170 

5-9 175 
5-11 180 

6-2 200 
5-10 175 
6-0 160 
6-0 200 

5-10 180 
5-11 195 

6-0 185 
5-10 200 

6-2 195 
5-8 200 

5-10 195 
5-11 180 
5-11 205 

6-2 255 
6-2 220 
6-6 255 
6-4 239 
6-1 220 
6-0 205 
6-0 235 
6-3 240 
6-2 260 

5-11 160 
5-8 170 
6-3 225 
5-9 150 
6-4 195 
6-5 235 
6-3 235 

HEAD COACH 
B.J. Depew, Linsly 

Pos School 
QB Shadyside. 
WR Buckeye Trail 
WR Union Local 
QB Buckeye Trail 
QB Harrison Cent. 
TB Buckeye Trail 

WA St. Clairsville 
FB Mon. Central 
RB Shadyside 
LB Buckeye Trail 
TB Steub. Gath. 
TB Shenandoah 
TB River 
DL St. Clairsville 
LB Cambridge 
LB Union Local 
LB Steubenville 
OL Indian Creek 
OL Edison 
OL East Liverpool 
OL St. Clairsville 
OL Buckeye Local 
DE Bellaire 
OL Martins Ferry 
DE Meadowbrook 
OL Steubenville • 

WR Barnesville 
TB Toronto 
TE Bridgeport 

WA Beallsville 
08 Wellsville 

K Martins Ferry 
DL Buckeye Local 

Assistant Coaches 
James Cowart, Gerald Lofstead, Steve Ochap, Ray 

Smith, Josh Whetstone 

••• Players 
No Name Ht Wt 

1 Logan Jarrett 6-2 180 
3 Michael Angalich 6-2 185 
7 Alex Peluchette 6-2 193 

1 0 Josh Frankos 6-0 185 
12 John McCune 5-11 175 
14 L.A. Hampton 6-2 185 
20 Chidozie Oparanozie 6-0 230 
21 Steven Buffo 6-0 170 
22 Allen Earnest 5-11 21 0 
28 Scott Victoria 5-8 185 
29 Jacob lohri 5-8 160 
32 Chris Martin 6-0 173 
33 David Richmond 5-11 1 80 
34 Lucas Goodwin 6-1 195 
40 Steve Zajdowicz 5-9 205 
44 Rosh Cam 6-0 210 
46 Jacob Carnahan 6-1 1 80 
52 Logan Efaw 6-2 205 
58 Taylor Shepherd 5-10 175 
63 Jesse Campbell 5-8 220 
66 Kyle Smith 5-9 258 
70 Taylor Potts 6-0 230 
72 Bobby McConnell 6-3 235 
73 Sam Cecil 6-5 250 
75 Drake Kowcheck 6-1 275 
77 Ian Berry 5-10 240 
78 Dave Vetanze 6-2 290 
80 Jim McFarland 6-0 150 
82 Gary Gamble 6-1 175 
85 Dustm Hawkins 5-11 175 
88 Haden Kocher 6-3 150 
93 Josh Contraguerro 6-0 205 
99 Michael Duplaga 5-7 1 so 

Pos School 
WR John Marshall 
QB Bis. Donahue 
QB Whg. Central 
DB Brooke 
LB Madonna 

WR Bis. Donahue 
RB Linsly 
DB Weir 
DL Whg. Park 
RB Brooke 
RB Tyler Cons. 
RB Whg. Central 
AB Bis. Donahue 
LB Whg. Park 
LB Magnolia 
LB Paden City 

WR John Marshall 
LB Tyler Cons. 
OL Magnolia 
OL Brooke 
DL Magnolia 
DL John Marshall 
OL Whg. Park 
OL Linsly 
OL Brooke 
DL Linsly 
OL Whg. Park 
DB Brooke 

WR Oak Glen 
DB Cameron 

WR Valley 
LB Whg. Central 
K Whg. Central 
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Local's Zach Gust who was arguably the vaHey's most elec­
tric player last fall both as a return man and a receiver. 

"I love having Zach Gust on the outside," Davia said. 
"You basically just have to throw the ball up to a spot and 
he' II go get it." 

The Davia to Gust combination hooked up against one of 
Ohio's premier defensive backs during a practice earlier in 
the week, which has been talked about during meals and 
around the dorms. 

"Davia and I are working well together," Gust joked. "I 
haven't had a lot of time to work with Billy, but we'll be 
fine because he's a great quarterback too." 

During Davia's sophomore season - the year he put his 
biggest numbers - he had a target by the name of Willy 
Wl).lker, which formed to be one of the area's most prolific 
combinations that season. 

"It feels like my sophomore year all over again," Davia 
said. "By having a guy with that much speed, we don't need 
to be as perfect as a quarterback. There's more room for 
error because his speed lets him catch up to the ball if need­
ed." 

Merryman is used to having big-play threats at his dispos­
al as well. He was complemented nicely this past season by 
all-Ohioan Nathaniel Haney, but he admits there's still an 
adjustment to working with someone of Gust's speed. 

"You've got to throw it a little further now because you'll 
under throw him if you don't," Merryman pointed out. 

The former Tiger also knows that his playing time could 
be cut short if Gust gets loose on a couple of kicks or punt 
returns, but he wasn't putting any pressure on his new team­
mate. 

"If he returns one, I'll just get my helmet and go stand on 
the sideline," Merryman smiled. "If he does that, he'll make 
our jobs easier." 

Both quarterbacks admitted they were grasping the 
offense a litlle better each time they set foot on the practice 
field. 

"I've just got to get all of the routes down," Merryman 
said. "We'll be alright by Sunday." 

Gust - who was an all-Ohioan on the track as a junior 
before missing most of this past season with an injury -
knows about how Ohio won last year's game thanks to a 
Maurice Bougard touchdown. It was Bougard who Gust 
spent much of the track season of 2007 chasing around area 
ovals. 

However, the former Jet doesn't hope a play of that sort 
is needed come Sunday. 

"If we take care of our business and don't tum the ball 
over, we will be fine," Gust pointed out. "We'll need to play 
well because we know W est Virginia has some talented 
players." 

Now that he's adjusted to seeing running backs again 
after playing in Mark Cisar's five-wide attack, Gust is set­
tling into the offensve scheme of Thompson. 

"It's a pretty easy offense to pick up," Gust offered. 
"We're working hard and getting everything down." 
OVACNOTES 
■ THE ANNU AL George Strager Evening With the 

Stars unfolds this evening at Wheeling Park' s White Palace. 
f5 It'll be the first time that the players have come down from 

Cl> the Hilltoppers'. campus since reporting Sunday afternoon. 
fill The Queen of Queens candidates and cheerleaders from both 
a.. states will also take part. . 
U ■ THE MCDONALD'S OVAC All-Star Band - some 
~ 200 members strong - and 20 cheerleaders moved into 
O tlieir new homes for the remainder of the week this morning 
gf here to begin preparations for their performances as part of 

C/l Sunday's action. 
■ STICK wi th The Times Leader all week for Rudy 

Mumley OVAC All -Star Charity Football Classic coverage. 
Sraskey can be reached al 

sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 
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OVAC All 
Star week 
under way 
• Preparations for Sunday's 
Mumley Classic in full swing 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

WEST LIBERTY Earning the right to take 
part in the 63rd annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All­
Star Charity Football Classic is a honor for the 
playei;s and the coaches involved. 

However, the players and coaches aren't here 
thi<: week for another week of summer vacation. 

Both Ohio head coach Randy Thompson and 
West Virginia boss B.J. Depew admitted during 
Monday's media day at the newly-remodeled 
Russek Field they are ta.Icing this game as seriously 
as any other regardless of whether or not it's just 
an all-star game. 

"'We know what we've got to do to be success­
ful:· Thompson. who also serves as the chief of the 
Buckeye Trail 
Warriors. "We have 
to play a~ a team. 
take care of the ball 
and execute the 
thing~ we do well." 

Execution is so 
important 1n thi~ 
game and with only a 
week to prepare. the 
Buckeyes are making 
the most of the early portion of the week before the 
host of activities for the players kick off with 
Wednesday·s George Strager Evening with the 
Stars kicks off the weekend. 

"We're going through triple sessions while we 
have the time:· Thompson said. "We aren't killing 
anyone or anything. but we're just going over 
things. As much as we can get in during the early 
part of the week will be big for us come Sunday . 
night." 

~Thompson was quite pleased with the way his 
team reported to camp from a physical standpoint. 

"These kids have been preparing on their own 
for this game:· Thompson said. "A lot are going on 
to play next year somewhere. but even the opes. 
who arcn 't did a lot to get ready for thb game." 

The playing a~ a team aspect is something that 
wa~ addressed a!> early as Sunday afternoon when 
the players fir~t reported here to begin prepara­
tion!>. 

"We put each kid in a room with a kid he didn"t 
know or didn't go to school with." Thompson said. 
"We want these kids to come together and remem­
ber this whole experience. This i~ a great chance to 

See. OVAC, Page B2 

'f he 'fin1cs I .1eadcr 

T·l Ph0I0iSETH STASKEY 

RUDY MUM LEY OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic game director Bob. Koch (cen­

ter) poses with Ohio head coach Randy Thompson (left) and West Virginia head coach 

B.J. Depew dunng Monday's media day at West liberty State College. The 63rd annual 

game is slated for Sunday evening at Wheeling Island Stadium. Addiftonal images rr.ay 

be viewed at cu.timesleaderonline.com 
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PICTURED ARE the 
receivers for the Ohio 
squad for tonight's 
63rd annual Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All­
Star Charity Football 
Classic to be played 
at Wheeling Island 

. Stadium. Front row, 
• from left, are Zach 
• Gust (Union Local), 
Sam Bond-Zielinski 
(Buckeye Trail) and 
Jimmy Reisz 
(Beallsville). Back 
row, from left, are 
Michael Wehr 
(Barnesville) , Zane 
Carter (Wellsville) 

• and Anthony Vincent 
(St. Clairsville). 

T•l Photo/SETH $TASKEY 

•o~c----------------
Continued from Page C1 

know. 
··You can·t help but like the,e kids:· 

Depew said. ··we·vc done everything 
for the past week together and it·~ been 
a lot of fun. It's tou!!h knowing th.1t 
)'OU might not ever see any of-these 
kids again. but the ones you do see. 
you hope they say. • Hey coach.· and 
you can ,pend a couple of minutes 
remini:-cing with them about the cxpe 
nencc:· 

Thomp:-.on and the Ohio staff flnd it 
equally tough. but they understand it's 
part of the experience. 

.. wc·ve made a lot of relationships 
thi, week ... Thompson offered. 'These 
kilh arc mo\'ing on to different thing:-

and that"s what they have to do. This 
has been another way to learn about 
life and make some relationships that 
will last a lifetime with other kids." 

Both team~ went through a morning 
practice Saturday before parents. girl­
friends and others arrived on campus 
for the annual pep rally held at West 
Liberty. The squads will attend 
Vespers this morning and Ohio wi ll 
have about a 40-minute walk through 
before the team meal and departure for 
the stadmm. • 

"We want to get them up and mov­
ing around a little bit and refresh them 
on everything:· Thompson said. "It 
won·1 be anything big. but we just want 

to go over ~ome thine.-. again with the 
kid~ one la~t time before the game." 

The West Virginia squad will take 
pa11 in a team activity. but Depew was 
unsure what it was going to be. He 
hadn"t ruled out the possibility of ju~t 
watchin!! a movie as a unit. 

"Wc~re going to do something to 
pas~ the time and keep us together:· 
Depew ~aid. ··1 abo want the kids to do 
~ome reflecting about the time from 
when they fir~t got the letter saying 
they were cho~en to that moment. I just 
want the kids to make the most of this 
opportunity." 

S1asker can he reached at 
swasker@ii111esleadem11li11e.cm11 

&3rd Annual 
RudvMumlev 

WJWm frill Huntington 

AH-Star 
Football Classic 

**************************************** 
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PICTURED IS the 2008 Ohio squad for the 63rd annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic. Front row, from 
left, are Billy Merryman (Shadyside), Sam Bond-Zielinski (Buckeye Trail-), Zach Gust (Union Local), Brock Davis (Buckeye Trail), 
Robbie Davia (Harrison Central) and Steve Beros (Buckeye Trail). Second row, from left, are Anthony Vincent (St. Clairsville), 
Kyle Rader (Monroe Central), Dustin Sadlowski (Shadyside), Dan Starr (Buckeye Trail), Justin Kaufmann (Steubenville 
Catholic), Joey Wheeler (Shenandoah) and Troy Starr (River). Third row, from left, are head coach Randy Thompson (Buckeye 
Trail), John Earfiwine (St. Clairsville), Kirk Wetherell {Cambridge), Carl Perkins (Union Local), Mark Markakis (Steubenville), 
Jonathan Figel (Indian Creek), Cory Johnson (Edison) and assistant coach Bill Starr (Buckeye Trail). Fourth row, from left, are 
trainer Randy Elliott, Ryan Stowers (East Liverpool), Jake Antolak (St. Clairsville), Shane Bishop (Buckeye Local), Tyler 
Robinson (Bellaire), Trevor Jackson (Martins Ferry), Adam Eagleson (Meadowbrook), Brandyn Frey (Steubenville) and equip­
ment manager Tug Robson (Union Local). Fifth row, from left, are Michael Wehr (Barnesville), Brandon Hunter (Toronto), 
Michael Bachie (Bridgeport), Jimmy Reisz (Beallsville), Zane Carter (Wellsville), Herman TimmersJo (Martins Ferry) and Isaac 
Omaits (Buckeye Local). Back row, from left, are manager Chris Palmer, assistant coach Brian Kittle (Buckeye Trail), managers 
Isaac Snyder, Noah Burris, Ethan Snyder, assistant coach Bruce Stiles (St. Clairsville), assistant coach Vaughn Butler {Union 
Local) and manager Tyler Nealey. 

IT'S GAME· DAY 
• King Football ret~rns tonight with 63rd OVAC Game 

By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

A week ago today 66 football player,., and 
their coache~ reponed to We~t Liberty State 
College to begin preparat1om for the 63rd 
annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star 
Charitv Football Classic. 

Now as the calendar has turned to Sunday. 
it"s time for all of the dinners. meetings and 
practices to come to an end because it\ offi­
cially game day. 

Tonight at 7: 15 p.m .. the premier senior 
1 football players from 2007 will shine bright­

ly in the annual summer classic. which serves 
as a kickoff to the upcoming 2008 campaign. 
at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

'This has been an absolutely great experi­
ence. and I've enjoyed every minute of it:· 
,aid Ohio and Buckeye Trnil head coach 
Randy Thompson who was chosen to play in 
the 1970 game. which never materialized as 
the game \\'as called off. ·This game is all 
about and for the kids. We want to win the 
2ame tonight without a doubt. but it's all 
about the kids.·· 

Linsly he.id coach B.J. Depew - who has 
been involved with this game as a player. 
assistant and now the head coach - has 
enjoyed every single second of his week as 
well. 

OVAC FOOTl;JALLL 
Who: Ohio vs. West Virginia 
When: Tonight, 7:15 p.m. 
Where: Wheeling Island • 
Stadium. 
Tickets: Available at the gate 
for $10. 
Radio: AM 1600 
Television: WTOV-9 

what every kids wants to do and all he cares 
·about." 
l_"he Bu~~eyes have a logjam at several posi-

Zach Gust who draws most of the attention 
despite being hampered by some nagging 
injuries during the week. 

··irs my hope that (Ohio) decides not to 
use Zach Gust very much:· Depew j oked. 
··we know we have to contain Ohio's speed. 
and they have speed that you can·t simulate 
in practice because they have so many quick 
kids:· 

The split end job was won by Tra11s· Sam 
. Bond-Zielinski with St. Clatrsville·, Anthony 

Vincent backing both ,;pots. 
Bridgeport's Mike Bachie will open the 

game as the Ohio tightend with Bealbville·s 
Jimmy Reisz also seeing quality action at that 
~pot. 

Up front. the Buckeye,· trenches i~ 
anchored by Martins Ferry product Trevor 
Jackson at the center spot. He· s backed by 
Edi!>on·s Cory Johnson. who will handle the 
Ohio long-snapping duties. 

Indian Creek·, Jon Figel and Buckeye 
Local'~ Shane Bishop hold down the guard 
spots. Meadowbrool(s Adam Eagle<;on and 
Bellaire·s Tyler Robinson will back them up. 
St. Clairsville·s Jake Antolak and 
Steubenville's Brandyn Frey w i ll !>erve as 
right and left tackles. respectively with Ryan 
Stowers of East Liverpool backing both 
~p~~:::. 

SADLOWSKi~ 

D. STARR -

KAUFMANN 

WHEELER 

T. STARR 

EARLJWINE 
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PICTURED IS the 2008 Ohio squad for the 63rd annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic. Front row, from 

left, are Billy Merryman (Shadyside), Sam Bond-Zielinski (Buckeye Trail), Zach Gust (Union Local), Brock Davis (Buckeye Trail), 

Robbie Davia (Harrison Central) and Steve Beras (Buckeye Trail). Second row, from left, are Anthony Vincent (St. Clairsville), 

Kyle Rader (Monroe Central), Dustin Sadlowski (Shadyside), Dan Starr (Buckeye Trail), Justin Kaufmann (Steubenville 

Catholic), Joey Wheeler (Shenandoah) and Troy Starr (River). Third row, from left, are head coach Randy Thompson (Buckeye 

Trait), John Earliwine (St. Clairsville), Kirk Wetherell (Cambridge), Carl Perkins (Union Local), Mark Markakis (Steubenville), 

Jonathan Figel (Indian Creek), Cory Johnson (Edison) and assistant coach Bill Starr (Buckeye Trail). Fourth row, from left, are 

trainer Randy Elliott, Ryan Stowers (East Liverpool), Jake_ Antolak (St. Clairsville), Shane Bishop (Buckeye Local), Tyler 

Robinson (Bellaire), Trevor Jackson (Martins Ferry), Adam Eagleson (Meadowbrook), Brandyn Frey (Steubenville) and equip· 

ment manager Tug Robson (Union Local). Fifth row, from left, are Michael Wehr (Barnesville), Brandon Hunter (Toronto), 

Michael Bachie (Bridgeport), Jimmy Reisz (Beallsville), Zane Carter (Wellsville), Herman Timmersjo (Martins Ferry) and Isaac 

Omaits (Buckeye Local). Back row, from left, are manager Chris Palmer, assistant coach Brian Kittle (Buckeye Trail), managers 

Isaac Snyder, Noah Burris, Ethan Snyder, assistant coach Bruce Stiles (St. Clairsville), assistant coach Vaughn Butler (Union 

Local) and manager Tyler Nealey. 

IT'S GAME· DAY 
• King Football returns tonight with 63rd OVAC Game 

By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

A week ago today 66 football players and 
their coache~ reported to West Liberty State 
Col lcge to begin preparations for the 63rd 
annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Charity Football Classic. 

Now a~ the calendar hm, turned to Sunday. 
it's time for all of the dinners. meetings and 
practices to come to an end because it'!> offi­
cially game day. 

Tonight at 7: 15 p.m .. the premier !>enior 
football player.., from 2007 will shine brighl­
ly in the annual summer classic. which serves 
a!> a kickoff to the upcoming 2008 campaign. 
at Wheeling hland Stadium. 

"This has been an absolutely great experi­
ence. and I've enjoyed every minute of it:· 
..,aid Ohio and Buckcve Trail head coach 
Randy Thompson who ·was cho~en to play in 
the I 970 game. which never materialized as 
the game ~va.., called off. "Thb game 1s all 
about and for the !...id..,. We want to win the 
game tonight without a doubl. but il'~ all 
about the kids." 

Linsly head coach B.J. Depew - who has 
been involved with this game as a player. 
ass istant and now the head coach - has 
enjoyed every single ~econd of his week as 
well. 

··1 am really pleased with how well these 
kids have come togelher and bonded:· 
Depew said. "We'vc~asked them to learn a 
lot in a short amounl of time and they've 
been nothing but receptive and bought inlo 
what we've told them. and we're prepared to 
be at our best (tonight). 

The Ohio offense has gotten better each 
time rt's qepped on the field during the week 
according to Thompson. who may need to 
find a few ex1ra way!, 10 get people involved. 

"I am not sure we're going to have enough 
footballs on the ticld:· Thompson said. 
··we·re not worried about egos though. We 
are approachmg this game to win and that's 

OVAC FOOTl;JALLL 
Who: Ohio vs. West Virginia 
When: Tonight, 7:15 p.m. 
Where: Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 
Tickets: Available at the gate 
for $10. 
Radio: AM 1600 
Television: WTOV-9 

wha1 every kids wants to do and all he cares 
about.·· 
The Buckeyes have a logjam at several posi­
tions with several capable players. One is at 
the quarterback spot where lhe Ohioans plan 
on implementing a three-quarterback system 
tonight. Buckeye Trail's Brock Davis will get 
the start and be backed by Harrison Central's 
Robbie Davia and Shadyside·s Billy 
Merryman. 

Rivers Troy Starr and Shenandoah's Joey 
Wheeler will be the go-to-guy!> in the back­
field . from the tailback spot with 
Steubenville's Mark Markakis and 
Shadysicte·s Dustin Sadlowskr leading the 
way through the holes. 

When the Buckeyes put the ball in the air. 
and according to Thompson. they will put the 
ball in the air. irll be Union Local all-Ohioan 

Zach Gust who draws most of the attention 
despite being hampered by some nagging 
injuries during the week. 

"lt·s my hope that (Ohio) decides not to 
u~e Zach Gust very much:· Depew joked. 
"We know we have to contain Ohio·.., ..,peed. 
and they have speed that you can ·1 ~imulate 
m practice because they have 1,0 many quick 
kids:· 

The split end job was won by Traib • Sam 
Bond-Z1elinsk1 with St. Clarrwille'i. Anthonv 
Vmcent backing both spots. • 

Bridgeport'~ Mike Bachie will open the 
game a!> the Ohro tightend with Beallsville · 1, 

Jimmy Rei.s7. also !,eeing quality action at that ; 
spot. 

Up front. the Buckeye\· trenche~ i~ 
anchored by Martin:, Ferry product Trevor 
Jackson at the center spot. He·.., backed by 
Edt:,on ·s Cory Johnson. who will handle the 
Ohio long ~napping duties. 

Indian Creek·s Jon Figel and Bucl...eye 
Locar.., Shane Bb,hop hold down the guard 
spots. Meadowbrook·~ Adam Eagle..,on and 
Bellaire· s Tyler Robinson will back them up. 
St. Cla i rsville·s Jake Antolak and 
Steubenville's Brandyn Frey will serve as 
right and left tackles, respectively with Ryan 
Stower!> of East Liverpool backing both 
spots. 

"Time was of the premium when we were 
putting stuff in. but we·re working hard to 
eliminate mistakes ... Thompson said. ··our 
goal each day was to get better and then after 
the second practiced we asked the kids if they 
felt like they were better then than they were 
during the morning practice. The more reps 
we got. the better we·ve gotten:· 

The West Virginia defense that'!> going to 
have to find a way to slow down the Ohio 
side's plethora of weapons will play out of a 
base 4-3 defense 

The defens i ve tackles wrll be Drake 
Kowcheck and Kyle Smith. Lrnsty·.., Ian 

See, OVAC, Page C2 
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OHIO 
No . .+Jame Ht Wt. Pos School 
1 '!3illy Merryman 5-10 150 OB Shadyside 
3 Sam Bond-Zielinsl(; 5-11 170 WR Buckeye Trail 
7 Zach Gust 5-9 170 WR Union Local 
1 O Bl(lck Davis 5-11 180 08 Buckeye Trail 
12 Robbie Davia 6-2 200 QB Harrison Central 
14 Sieve Beros 5-1 o 175 TB Buckeye Trail 
20 Anlhony Vincent 6·0 160 WR/DB St. Clairsville 
21 Kyle Rader 6.0 200 FB Monroe Central 
22 Dustin Sadlowsk1 5-10 180 LB/FB Shadyside 
28 OanStarr 5-11 195 LB BuckeyeTrail 
29 :,Justin Kaufmann 6.0 185 TB Steubenville C~ 
32 :loey Wheeler 5-10 200 TB/LB Shenandoah 
33 Troy Starr 6-2 195 TB/LB River 
34 John Earl wme 5-8 200 DL St. Clairsville 
40 ,Kirk Wethere 5-10 195 LB/FB Cambridge 
44 ,Carl Perkins 5-11 180 LB Union Local 
46 !,lark Marltak1s 5-11 205 LB/FB Steubenville 
52 Jon Fige 6-2 255 OL Indian Creek 
54 Cory Johnson 6-2 220 OL Edison 
56 Ryan Stowers 6-6 255 OL East lrverpoo 
58 Jake Anto!ak 6-4 239 OL St. Clairsville 
63 ·shane Bishop 6-1 220 OL Buckeye Local 
68 Tyler Robinson 6.0 205 DE Bellaiie 
72 Trevor Jackson 6-0 235 OL Martins Ferry 
77 Adam Eagleson 6-3 240 DE Meadowbrook 
78 Brandyn Frey 6-2 260 OL Steubenville 
82 Brandon Hunter 5-8 170 TB Toronto 
85 Michael Bachie 6-3 225 TE/LB Bndgeport 
88 Jimmy Reisz 5-9 150 WR/DB Beallsville 
90 Zane Carter 6-4 195 DB Wellsville 
97 Herman Timmersjo 6-5 235 K Martins Ferry 
99 -lsaac Omaits 6-3 235 TE/DL Buckeye Loca 
Hea~{Coach: Randy Thompson. Buckeye Trail 
Assl!llant Coaches: Vaughn Butler. Jason Davis, Brian Kittle, 
Steve Mercer. 81 Slarr. Bruce Stiles. 
Trai~er Randy Eltott. 
Managers Tug Robson. Noah Bums, Ty er Nealey, Chris 
Palmer. Ethan Snyder. ssac Snyder, 
Team Doctor Dr. Chnstian Sonnefeld. 

WEST VIRGINIA 
1 Logan Jarrett 6-2 180 WR 
3 Michae Angalich 6-2 185 OB 
7 Alex Peluchette 6-2 193 QB 
10 Josh Frankos 6-0 185 DB 
12 JohnMcCune 5-11 175 LB 
14 LA ~ampton 6-2 185 WR 
20 Ch1doz1e Oparanoz1e 6-0 230 
21 Steven Butto 6 0 170 DB 
22 Allen Earnest 5-11 210 DL 
28 $con Victono 5-8 185 RB 
29 •Jacob Lohn 5-8 160 RB 
32 '.Chris Martin 6-0 173 RB 
33 'David Richmond 5-11 180 RB 
34 lucas Goodwin 6-1 195 LB 
40 Steven Zajdow1cz 5·9 205 LB 
44 Rosh Cain 6-0 210 LB 
46 Jaoob Carnahan 6-1 180 WR 
52 Logan Efaw 6-2 205 LB 
58 Taylor Shepherd 5·t0 175 OL 
63 Jesse Campbell 5-8 220 OL 
66 Kyle Smith • 5-9 258 DL 
70 Taylor Potts 6-0 230 DL 
72 Bobby McConner, 6-3 235 OL 
73 Sam Cecil 6·5 250 OL 
75 .Drake Kowcheck 6-1 275 OL 
77 tan Berry 5-10 240 DL 
78 .Oave Vetanze 6-2 290 OL 
80 :;Jim McFarland ·5-0 150 OB 
82 Gary Gamble 6-1 175 WR 
85 Dustin Hawkins 5-11 175 DB 
88 Haden Kocher 6-3 150 WR 
93 Josh Contragueiro 6-0 205 LB 
99 Michael Duplaga 5-7 150 K 
Head Coach B.J. Depew. Unsly. 

John Marshall 
Bishop Donahue 
Wheeling Centra 
Brooke 
Weirton Madonna 
Bishop Donahue 
RB Unsly 
Weir 
Wheeling Park 
Brooke 
Tyler 
Wheeling Central 
Bishop Donahue 
Wheeling Park 
Magnolia 
Paden City 
John Marshall 
Tyler 
Magnolia 
Brooke 
Magnolia 
John Marshall 
Magnolia 
Linsly 
Brooke 
Linsly 
Wheeling Park 
Brooke 
Oak Glen 
Cameron 
Valley 
Wheeling Central 
Wheeling Central 

Assistant Coaches· James Cowart, Gene Lofstead, Steve 
Ochap Ray Smith. Josh Whetstone 
Managers: Chris Kieda1wi. K~ Pytlak. 
Trainer: Herb Minctl. 
Team Doctor: Dr. Robert Jones. 

I 

• OVAC All-Star 

1 

Game Scores 
OVAC ALL-STAR FOOT­
BALL CHARITY CLASSIC 

SCORES 
OVAC Sponsorship 

1972-0hio 24-6 
1973-W.Va. 38-20 
t974-W.Va. 13-6 
1975-W.Va. 8-0 
1976-W.Va. 33-20 
1977- W.Va. 21-0 
1978- 0hio 21-13 
1979-0hio47-13 
1980-0hio 10-7 
198L-Ohio 17•14 
1982,-W.Va. 7-6 
1983-0hio 26-16 
1984'-0hio 24-6 
198S..--W. Va. 28-26 
1986-Ohio 14-6 
1987.-0hio 13-11 
1988-0h·o 13-7 
1989-W.Va. 22-14 
1990-0h,o 42-0 
1991-0hio 30-6 
1992-washout 
1993-W.Va. 34-32 
1994-W.Va. 19-14 
1995-0hio 21-0 
t 996-0hm 43-21 
1997-0hio 24-14 
1998-0hio 41-14 
1999 - 0hio 32·0 
2000-0hio 13-7 
2001-0hio 36.Q 
2001!-0hio 19-12 
?00.1 - nh,n :l?-?R 

2007-0hio 6-3 
2008-???? 

Pre-OVAC Sponsorship 
1940-W.Va. 13·7 
1941-W.Va. 7-0 
1942 - W.Va. 7-0 
1943 - no game 
1944-no game 
1945 - no game 
1946-0hio 26·7 
1947-W.Va. 13·7 
1948 - Ohio 20-7 
1949-W.Va. 6-0 
1950-0hio 14-0 
1951 Ohio 13-6 
1952- 0hio 26-19 
1953- W.Va. 7-0 
1954-W.Va. 13.() 
1955-0hio 31·20 
1956-0hio 27.Q 
1957-0hio 14-13 
1958-0hio 25·0 
1959- W.Va. 7·6 
1960-0hio 7-6 
1961 - W.Va. 13-0 
1962-W.Va. 12·6 
1963-no game 
1964-0hio 2.0 
1965- 0hio 22-0 
1966-0hio 26-0 
1967-W.Va. 18·0 
1968-0hio 6-0 
1969 - W.Va. 12-0 
1970-no game 
1971-no game 
'-A'"'~ RP.r.nrrl PrP.-nVAr. -
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PICTURED IS the West Virginia squad for tonight's 63rd annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. Front row, from left, are Logan Jarrett (John Marshall), Michael Angalich (Bishop Donahue) , All:ix 
Peluchette (Wheeling Central), Josh Frankos {Brooke), John McCune (Weirton Madonna) and L.A. Hampton (Bishop Donahue}. 
Second row, from left, are Chidozie Oparanozie (Linsly), Steven Buffo (Weir), Allen Earnest (Wheeling Park), Scott Victc,rio 
(Brooke}, Jacob Lohri (Tyler Consolidated), Chris Martin (Wheeling Central) and David Richmond (Bishop Donahue). Third row, 
from left, are B.J. Depew (Linsly), Lucas Goodwin (Wheeling Park}, Steven Zajdowicz (Magnolia), Rosh Cain (Paden City), 
Jacob Carnahan (John Marshall), Logan Efaw (Tyler Consolidated}, Taylor Shepherd (Magnolia} and assistant coach Ste\/e 
Ochap. Fourth row, from left, are Jesse Campbell (Brooke), Kyle Smith (Magnolia), Taylor Potts (John Marshall), Bobby 
McConnell (Wheeling Park), Sam Cecil (Linsly), Drake Kowcheck (Brooke) and Ian Berry (Linsly). Fifth row, from left, are assI.s­
tant coach James Cowart .(Linsly), Dave Vetanze (Wheeling Park), Jim McFarland (Brooke), Gary Gamble (Oak Glen), Dus1lin 
Hawkins (Cameron), Haden Kocher (Valley), Josh Contraguerro (Wheeling Central) and Michael Duplaga (Wheeling CentraI ). 
Top row, from left, are assistant coach Josh Whetstone, assistant coach Gerlad Lofstead, assistant coach Ray Smith, manag E3r 
Kyle Pytlak and trainer Amber Herback. 

e OVAC------------------
Continued from Page C1 

Berry and Paden City's Rosh Cain get the 
call at the defensive end spots. 

A deep and talented group of linebackers 
is led by Wheeling Central's Josh 
Contraguerro. Magnolia's Steven Zajdowicz 
and Linsly"s Chidozie Oparanozie. 

··we had a tough time picking our starting 
linebackers because we had so much talent 
and depth there," Depew said. "It's definitely 
a quality group." 

Brooke's Josh Frankos - who will also 
:,,erve as the third West Virginia quarterback 
if needed - will start one safety spot, while 
John Marshall's Jacob Carnahan handles the 
other :.ide. 

Brooke's duo of Scott Victoria and Jim 
McFarland will roam at the comer spots and 
have to deal with the Ohio passing game. 
When the Mountaineers have the ball. Depew 
thinks his offense could score some points, 
but is the case each year in the OV AC Game, 
they must be able to have time to do things 
offensively. 

''We have to be able to win the battle up 
front.'' Depew admitted. ''In year's past. the 
Ohio defensive front has been tough to han­
d I e. and I expect the same to hold true 
(Sunday). We have to hold off their charge:· 

The Mountaineers' offensive line is 
anchored by John Marshall"s Taylor Potts 
and Magnolia's Taylor Potts who are· the top 
·two names on the depth chart. 

Wheeling Park's Dave Vetanze and 
Brooke·s Jesse Campbell will serve as the 
starting guards with Berry and Tyler's Logan 
Efaw backing them up. Magnolia's Bobby 
McConnell and Linsly's Sam Cecil will serve 
al! the tackles with Brooke's Drake 
Kowcheck and Magnolia's Kyle Smith back­
ing that duo. 

The Mountaineer skill people are talented 
to say the least. 

Wheeling Central's all-everything quarter­
back Alex Pelechutte will open the game 
under center, but Bishop Donahue's Michael 
Angalich will see quality action as well. 

"We think we have certain strengths with 
Alex in the game and then we have certain 
strengths with Michael in the game." Depew 
relayed. "We're going to cater our game plan 
to use the right guy at the right time." 

The two tailbacks in the Mountaineers' 
system will be Wheeling Central's Chris 
Martin and Brooke's Scott Victoria with 
Park"s Allen Earnest and Oparanozie leading 
the way as the fullback. 

Bishop Donahue's L.A. Hampton and 
John Marshall's Logan Jarrett will start as the 
Mountaineer receivers with Carnahan and 

T-L Photo/SETH STASKE y 

PICTURED IS the Ohio coaching and training staff for tonight's 63rd annual Rud}' 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. Front 
row, from left, are Steve Mercer, head coach Randy Thompson and Bill Starr. Back: 
row, from left, are trainer Randy Elliott, Brian Kittle, Vaughn Butler, Bruce Stiles and 
equipment manager Tug Robson. Additional images may be found a• ,I 
cu, timesleaderonline. com 

Weir High's Steven Buffo backing them up. 
Donahue's David Ric hmond and 

Contraguerro will alternate at the tightend 
spot. 

··we know West Virginia has a lot of 
options (offensively) with their skill people:· 
Thompson said. "But. we really like our 
defense. We've moved some kids around to 
new positions and they've enj oyed the 
change and actually picked things up really 
well. We know our defensive unit has to be a 
team much like our offensive unit has to be a 
team." 

The Ohio defensive unit will implement a 
50-based defense. utilizing the nose guard. 

Handling the nose guard spot is former St. 
Clairsville standout John Earliwine who ha~ 
cat-like quickness along the line. He' II be 
flanked by defensive ends SadlowsJ..i and 
Buckeye Trail's Dan Starr. 

Buckeye Local's Isaac Omaits and Bishop 
will alternate at the defensive tackle ~pot. 
while Markakis and Antolak will share time 
at the other defensive tackle spot. 

Union Local tackle machine Carl Perkins 
and Cambridge product Kirk Wetherell get 
the call at linebacker with Monroe Central's 

Kyle Rader and Bachie backing them up. 
The aforementioned Vincent will serve a:, 

a cornerback with Toronto·s Brandon Hunter 
backing him up .. Rei~z and Davis will se1: 
time at the other corner. Wheeler and 
Wellsville's Zane Carter will man one of th1!· 
~afety positions with Steubenville' •, 
Catholic's Justin Kaufmann and Troy Starr 
locked into the other side. 

Special teams are alway~ a critical part o 1 
the game of football and Thompson and th1! 
Ohio staff ha,; spent a lot of time working 011 

it. Herman Timmersjo of Martins Ferry vin 
Sweeden will handle the Ohio placekicking. 
while Hunter will serve as the team'!> punter . 
Gust will be the deep man on returns ancl 
Johnson will handle the long snapping. 

Wheeling Central'~ Michael Duplaga wil I 
kick for the Mountaineer~ with Pelechuttc 
punting and Buffo doing the holding on extn 1 

point and field goal attempts. 
Both coaches admit that after tonight·,; 

game, it will be tough to bid farewell to the· 
players they" VC ~pent the past ~even days 
hanging out with. guiding and getting to 

See, OVAC, Page CS 



----·---· .... 
90 Zane 'earter 6-4 195 DB Wellsville 
97 -Herman TimmerSjO 6-5 235 K Martins Ferry 
99 -Isaac Omaits 6-3 235 TE/Dl Buckeye l.ocaJ 
Heatl Coach Randy Thompson, Buckeye Trail 
AssiEltant Coaches· Vaughn Butler, Jason Davis, Brran Kittle, 
Steve Mercer, 811 Starr, Bruce Stiles. 
Trauier Randy Ell1ott, 
Managers Tug Robson, Noah Bums Tyler Nea ey, Chrrs 
Palmer. Ethan Snyder Issac Snyder. 
Team Docto1 Dr. Christian Sonnefeld 

WEST VIRGINIA 
1 Logan Jarrett 6-2 180 WA John Marshall 
3 Michael Angalich 6-2 185 OB Bishop Donahue 
7 Alex Peluchene 6-2 193 QB Wheeling Central 
10 Josh Frankos 6-0 185 DB Brooke 
12 John McCune 5-11 175 LB Weirton Madonna 
14 LA Hampton 6-2 185 WR Bishop Donahue 

T-L Photo/SETH STASl<EY 

PICTURED IS the West Virginia squad for tonight's 63rd annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. Front row, from left, are Logan Jarrett (John Marshall), Michael Angalich (Bishop Donahue), Ah:?x 
Peluchette (Wheeling Central), Josh Frankos (Brooke), John McCune (Weirton Madonna) and L.A. Hampton (Bishop Donahue). 
Second row, from left, are Chidozie Oparanozie (Linsly), Steven Buffo (Weir), Allen Earnest (Wheeling Park), Scott Victc,rio 
(Brooke), Jacob. Lohri (Tyler Consolidated), Chris Martin (Wheeling Central) and David Richmond (Bishop Donahue). Third row, 
from left, are B.J. Depew (Linsly), Lucas Goodwin (Wheeling Park), Steven Zajdowicz (Magnolia), Rosh Cain (Paden City), 
Jacob Carnahan (John Marshall), Logan Efaw (Tyler Consolidated), Taylor Shepherd (Magnolia) and assistant coach Steve 
Ochap. Fourth row, from left, are Jesse Campbell (Brooke). Kyle Smith (Magnolia). Taylor Potts (John Marshall), Bob by 
McConnell (Wheeling Park), Sam Cecil (Linsly), Drake Kowcheck (Brooke) and Ian Berry (Linsly). Fifth row, from left, are assi:s­
tant coach James Cowart (Linsly), Dave Vetanze (Wheeling Park), Jim McFarland (Brooke}, Gary Gamble (Oak Glen), Dus1,in 
Hawkins (Cameron), Haden Kocher (Valley), Josh Contraguerro (Wheeling Central) and Michael Duplaga (Wheeling Centra ,). 
Top row, from left, are assistant coach Josh Whetstone, assistant coach Gerlad Lofstead, assistant coach Ray Smith, manag 13r 
Kyle Pytlak and trainer Amber Herback. 

20 .Chidoz1e Oparanozie 6-0 230 RB Linsly 
21 Steven Buffo 6-0 170 DB Weir e OVAC------------------
22 Allen Earnest 5-11 210 DL Wheeling Park 
28 '.Scott Vrctorro 5-8 185 AB Brooke Continued from Page C1 
29 ·tiacob lohrr 5-8 160 RB Tyler 
32 ~hrisMartin 6-0 173 RB WheelingCentral Berry and Paden City's Rosh Cain get the 
33 1Oavid Richmond 5-11 180 RB Bishop Donahue call at the defensive end spots. 
34 Lucas Goodwin 6-1 195 LB Wheeling Park A deep and talented group of linebackers 
40 StevenZaJdowicz 5-9 205 LB Magnolia is led by Wheeling Central's Josh 
44 RoshCain 6-0 210 LB PadenCity Contraguerro. Magnolia's Steven Zajdowicz 
46 JacobCamahan 6-1 180 WR John Marshall and Linsly's Chidozie Oparanozie. 
52 Logan Efaw 6-2 205 LB Tyler W h d h · · k' · 
58 Taylor Shepherd 5.10 175 OL Magnolia .. e a a toug time pie mg our startmg 
63 JesseCampbelf 5-8 220 OL Brooke linebackers because we had so much talent 
66 Kyle Smrth • 5.9 258 DL Magnolia and depth there," Depew said. "It's definitely 
70 Taylor Potts 6-0 230 DL John Marshall a quality group ... 
72 BobbyMcConnell 6-3 235 OL Magnolia Brooke's Josh Frankos - who will also 
73 Sam Cecil 6·5 250 OL l.Jnsly serve as the third West Virginia quarterback 
75 l)rakeKowcheck 6-1 275 OL B1ooke if needed - will start one safety spot. while 
77 P,nBerry 5-to 240 DL Linsly John Marshall's Jacob Carnahan handles the 
7.8 .{lave Vetanze 6-2 290 OL Wheeling Park other side. 
80 ?imMcFarland ·s-o 150 DB Brooke Brooke's duo of Scott Victoria and Jim 
82 Gary Gamble 6· 1 l 75 WR Oak Glen 
as Dustin Hawkins 5.11 175 DB Cameron McFarland will roam at the comer spots and 
88 Had~Kocher 6 3 ,so WR 'laley have to deal with the Ohio passing game. 
93 Josh Contraguerro 6--0 205 LB Wheeling Central When the Mountaineers have the ball. Depew 
99 Wlael.Duplaga 5-7 1so K Wheellfl!I Central lhjnks his. offense could score~ome..powts. 
Head Coach: BJ .. Depew, Lmsly. but is the case each year il"l the OV AC Game, 
~ssistant Coa~hes: James Cowart, Gene Lofstead Steve_ they must be able to have time to do things 
Ochap, Ray S~11h,_ Josh Whetstone offensively. 
Managers: Chns K1eda1sch. Kyle Pytlak. ·•we have to be able to win the battle up 
Trainer Herb Minch front." Depew admitted. "In year·s past, the 
Team Doctor Dr Robert Jones. Ohio defensive front has been tough to han-

OVAC All-Star 
Game Scores 
OVAC ALL-STAR FOOT• 
BALL CHARITY CLASSIC 

SCORES 
OVAC Sponsorship 

1972-Ohio 24-6 
1973-W.Va. 38-20 
1974-W.Va. 13-6 
1975-W.Va. 8-0 
1976-W.Va. 33·20 
19n-w.va. 21-0 
1978-Ohio21-13 
19711-Ohio47•13 
198&-Ohio 10•7 
19st,-Ohio 17-14 
1982:-W.Va. 7-6 
19~~0hio 26· 16 
19IW-Ohio 24-6 
1985.rW.Va. 28·26 
19ll6-0hio14-6 
1987.-Ohio 13·11 
1988- Ohio 13-7 
1989-W.Va. 22•14 
!990-Ohio 42•0 
1991-Ohio 30-6 
1992-washout 
1993-W.Va. 34-32 
1994-W.Va. 19·14 
1995-Ohio 21-0 
1996-OhlO 43·21 
1997- Oh1024·14 
1998-0hio 41-14 
1999-Ohio 32-0 
2000-Ohio 13•7 
2001-Ohio 36·0 
200e:-Ohio 19-12 
2003-Ohio 32-26 
2004'-W.Va. 21·7 
2005;.. 0hio 35·6 
2006>-Ohio 22--0 

OHIO SQUAD 
Katie Christopher, India" 
Creek 
Kassey Daugherty, Beallsville 
Mari5sa Frank East Liverpool. 
Kr slen Goodman Easl 
LIV8ip00 
Broqke Hays. St. Cla1rsv1lle, 
Juslic1a Martin Martins Ferry. 
~,ndsey Neavm, St. Clarrsville. 
Alyssa Payne. Martins Ferry 
Enca Aic~ardson Buckeye 
Local 
Alyssa Tate, ndian Creek 
Coach: Krist Verm1HiOl1. 

2007-0hio 6-3 
2008-???? 

Pre-OVAC Sponsorship 
1940-W.Va. 13-7 
1941-W.Va. 7-0 
1942-W.Va. 7--0 
1943-nogame 
1944 - no game 
1945-no game 
I946-Ohio 26·7 
1947-W.Va. 13-7 
1948 - Ohio 20-7 
1949-W.Va. 6-0 
1950-Ohio 14-0 
1951-Ohio 13·6 
1952-Ohio26·19 
1953-W.Va 7-0 
1954-W.Va. 13·0 
1955-Ohio31-20 
1956-Ohio 27 -0 
1957- Dhio 14-13 
1958- 0hio 25·0 
1959-W.Va. 7-6 
1960-Ohio 7-6 
1961-W.Va. 13-0 
1962-W.Va. 12·6 
1963-no game 
1964-Ohio 2-0 
1965-Ohio 22--0 
1966-Ohio 26·0 
1967- W.Va. 18·0 
1968 - Ohio 6-0 
1969-W.Va. 12-0 
1970-no game 
1971 -no game 
Series Record: Pre-OVAC­
Ohio 15 wins. W.Va. 11; 
OVAC Sponsorship - Ohio 24 
wins. W.Va. 11, 1 tie 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Jane Allen, Whee ing Cent,al. 
Heather Chaplin. John 
Marshall. 
Autumn Eddy, 
Consolidated. 
Marah Elliott. Magnolia. 
Cara Ga1ch, Brooke. 
Kylie Hams, linsly 
Aleigha Harns, l.Jnsly. 
Megan Murphy. Wheeling 
Park, 
Haley Peluchette. Wlleeling 
Park 
Meredith Stuc1n, Brooke 
Coach: Shawna Shepherd. 

Be sure to check Monday's 
Times Leader for complete 
QVAC Game Coverage 

.. 

d le. and I expect the same to hold true 
(Sunday). We have to hold off their charge:· 

The Mountaineers' offensive line is 
anchored by John Marshall's Taylor Potts 
and Magnolia's Taylor Potts who are· the top 
'two names on the depth chart. 

Wheeling Park's Dave Yetanze and 
Brooke's Jesse Campbell will serve as the 
starting guards with Berry and Tyler's Logan 
Efaw backing them up. Magnolia's Bobby 
McConnell and Linsly's Sam Cecil will serve 
as the tackles with Brooke's Drake 
Kowcheck and Magnolia's Kyle Smith back­
ing that duo. 

The Mountaineer skill people are talented 
to say the least. 

Wheeling Central's all-everything quarter­
back Alex Pelechutte will open the game 
under center. but Bishop Donahue's Michael 
Angalich will see quality action as well. 

··we think we have certain strengths with 
Alex in the game and then we have certain 
strengths with Michael in the game." Depew 
relayed. "We're going to cater our game plan 
to use the right guy at the right time." 

The two tailbacks in the Mountaineers· 
system will be Wheeling Central's Chris 
Martin and Brooke's Scott Victoria with 
Park's Allen Earnest and Oparanozie leading 
the way as the fullback. 

Bishop Donahue's L.A. Hampton and 
John Marshall's Logan Jarrett will start as the 
Mountaineer receivers with Carnahan and 
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PICTURED IS the Ohio coaching and training staff for tonight's 63rd annual Rud}' 
Mumley OVAC AU-Star Charity Football Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. Front 
row, from left, are Steve Mercer, head coach Randy Thompson and Bill Starr. Back: 
row, from left, are trainer Randy Elliott, Brian Kittle, Vaughn Butler, Bruce Stiles an1:1 
equipment manager Tug Robson. Additional images may be found .,,,r 
cu, timesleaderonline. com 

Weir High's Steven Buffo backing them up_ 
Donahue's David Richmond and 

Contraguerro will alternate at the tightend 
spot. 

"We know West Virginia has a lot of 
options (offensively) with their skill people:· 
Thompson said. "But. we rea lly like our 
defense. We've moved some kids around to 
new positions and they've enj oyed the 
change and actually picked thmg~ up ·really 
well. We know our defensive unit ha.~ to be a 
team much like our offensive unit ha~ to be a 
team ... 

The OhJO defensive unit will implement a 
50-based defense. utilizing the nose guard. 

Handling the nose guard spot is former St. 
Clairsville standout John Earliwine who has 
cat-like quickness along the line. He· II be 
flanked by defensive ends Sadlowski and 
Buckeye Trait's Dan Starr. 

Buckeye Local's Isaac Omaits and Bishop 
will alternate at the defensive tackle spot. 
while Markakis and Antolak will share time 
at the other defensive tackle spot. 

Union Local tackle machine Carl Perkins 
and Cambridge product Kirk Wetherell get 
the call at linebacker with Monroe Central's 

Kyle Rader and Bachie backing them up. 
The aforementioned Vincent will serve a,; 

a comerback with Toronto's Brandon Hunter 
backing him up .. Reisz and Davis will se<! 
time at the other corner. Wheeler andl 
Wellsville ·s Zane Carter will man one of th<! 
safety positions w i th Steubenville', 
Catholic's Justin Kaufmann and Troy Starr 
locked into the other side. 

Special teams are always a critical part o I' 
the game of football and Thompson and th1! 
Ohio !-.taff has ~pent a lot of time working OJ 1 

it. Herman Timmersjo of Martins Ferry vi:1 
Sweeden will handle the Ohio placekicking. 
while Hunter will serve as the team's punter. 
Gu~t will be the deep man on returns ancl 
Johnson will handle the long snapping. 

Wheeling Central's Michael Duplaga wit I 
kick for the Mountaineer~ with Pelechuttc 
punting and Buffo doing the holding on extr, 1 

point and field goal attempts. 
Both coaches admit that after tonight" 1, 

game. it will be tough to bid farewell to the 
players they·ve !>pent the past seven days 
hanging out with. guiding and getting to 

See, OVAC, Page CS 

PICTURED ARE the 
Ohio linemen in 
tonight's 63rd annual 
Rudy Mumley OVAC 

• All-Star Charity 
Football Classic. 
Front row, from left, 
are Trevor Jackson 
(Martins Ferry), Jon 
Figel (Indian Creek), 
Tyler Robinson 
(Bellaire), Brandyn 
Frey (Steubenville) 
and Shane Bishop 
(Buckeye Local). 
Second row, from 
left, are Mike Bachie 
(Bridgeport), Isaac 
Omaits (Buckeye), 
Cory Johnson 
(Edison), Jake 
Antolak (St. C.), 
Ryan Stowers (East 

. Liverpool) and Adam 
Eagleson 
(Meadowbrook). 
T-L PhOtoJSETH STASKEY 
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Thompson selects 
big, athletic bunch 
to man trenches 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 
To have offen~ivc success. 

II all starts v, ith the offensive 
line. 

All-Star team,; can always 
find ,;omeonc ahle to catch. 
run and throv.. so Ohio coach 
Randy Thomp,on took the 
approach of gaining the best 
possible linemen -he could 
find for the upcoming 63rd 
annual Rudy Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Charity Football 
Cla-;sic. which 1s slated for 
Sunday. July 27 at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

.. I think it all starts in the 
trenches.·· Thompson 
explained. "'So. we picked the 
best linemen we could find.·· 

The Ohio approach was to 
find big, athletic guys. 

And the Buckeye staff 
thinks tha1·s c,actl\ \\ h,11 

they·ve accomplished.' 
'"I think we have nice 

depth up front.·· Thompson 
relayed. --we·ve got a bunch 
of guys who are basically 
interchangeable and we did 
manage to find a nice-sized 
group that's fairly athletic."· 

Slated to see time either as 
a tight end or deep in the 
trenches are: 

St. Clairsville"s Jake Anto­
lak. Bridgepon·s Michael 
Bachie. Buckeye Local"s 
Shane Bishop. Indian Creek·s 
Jonathan Fi gel. Steubenville· s 
Brandon Frey. Manin-: 
Ferry·s Trevor Jackson and 
East Liverpool", Ryan Stow­
ers. 

Here·s a capsule look at the 
players: 

Jake Antolak 
St. Clairsville 

This former Red Devil 
played a key role in the suc­
cess of Coach Brett Mclean ·s 
Red Devils last fall. 

The 6-foot-4. 230-pounder 
anchored the Red Devils· 
offensive line trom his tackle 
spot. He recorded 3 I pancake 
blocks and graded out at 89 
percent in I 3 games. 

As a defensive lineman. 
Antolak recorded 59 -:olo 
tackles and I 7 assbts to go 
along w;\h five ,;acks. ~ 

Antolak 

He was awarded first-team 
all-Eastern District. all ­
OVAC. all-Bucke)e 8. all­
Times Leader. All-Valley and 
special mention all-Ohio. 

He also received one of the 
Five Blocks of Granite as pre­
sented by Big Season Sports. 

Jake. who plans on attend­
ing Walsh University in Can­
ton, is the son of Rick and Jill 
Antolak. 

Michael Bacbie 
Bridgeport 

Thi, former Bulldog w:1~ 

also a 11 end ~etter 01,- both 
sides of the ball for Coach 
Rudy Vavrock's club last sea­
son. 

He was a talented tight end 
both as a blocker and as a 
receiver as evidenced by his 
21 catche-: for 281 yards. but 
it wa,; on the defensive side as 
a middle linebacker where he 
made his presence felt. 

The 6-3. 225-pounder 
recorded I 08 tackles. forced 
three fumbles. pounced on 
four and had two sacks. 

Along with football. 
Bachie played a key role m 
the Bulldogs· winning the 
OVAC Cla;:, I -A basketball 
title during the winter. 

Michael who is the son of 
Ernest and Carol Bachie of 
Bridgeport. plans on anending 
West Liberty State College. 

Shane Bishop 
Buckeve Local 

This former Panther made 
his mark on both side-, of the 
ball for Coach Ron Pobohsh • s 
outfit the la,;t three year,;. 

The 6- I. 220 pounder was 
a force along the line for the 
Panther,. run-oriented attack. 
On the defensive ,;ide or the 
ball. he was one of the Pan­
ther-.· leadmg tacklers. 

Bi,hop was a tir-.t-team all 
Ohio selection after being 

Bachie Bishop 

named to the firM-team all­
District. He was also a mem­
ber of the All Valley. all ­
Times Leader. all-OV AC. all­
Buckeye 8 ,quads. 

Shane. who plans on 
attending Wesr Liberty State 
College. is the son of William 
and Sharon Bishop. 

Jonathan Figel 
lndian Creek 

This former Redskin 
opened many a running hole 
during his three years in the 
trcncF,e~ for Coach Andrew 
Connor",; team. 

The 6-2. 255-pounder 
blocked for a trio of l ,000-
yard backs during his career. 
He was also a two-year starter 
on the defensive line with 74 
tackles and five sacks. 

Figel"s fine season earned 
him all-Eastern District. all­
OV AC. all- Buckeye 8 and 
second-team all-Valley. 

He was also recognized by 
the Quad County and served 
a~ team captain. 

Away from athletics. Figel 
also shines. He·s a member of 
the National Honor Society. 
Key Club. Student Ambas­
,;ador. SADD and the Indian 
Creek productions. 

Jonathan. who is the son of 
Bonnie and John Figel of 
Mingo Junction. pla-ns on 
attending Capital University. 

Brandon Frev 
Steubenville· 

This former Big Red left 
guard was one of the main­
~tay, for Coach Reno Sac­
coccia ·s squad the past two 
,casons. 

In helping the Big Red to 
their ~econd straight state 
title as a junior. Frey record­
eel 44 pins as right tackle. He 
,hifted to left guard last year 
and had 51 pins for a Big 
Red team. which advanced to 

Jackson 

the third round of the play­
off:-.. 

The 6-2. 260 pounder was 
a first-team all-Eastern Dis­
trict pick a, well as honor­
able mention all-Ohio. 

Brandon. who plans on 
attending Bethany College. b 
the son of Jill Nation and 
Gary Frey. He resides in 
Wintersville. 

Trevor Jackson 
Martins Ferry 

This fonner Purple Rider 
was a mainstay for Coach 
Dave Bruney·s team as both 
a guard and defensive tackle. 

The 6-0. 235-pounder 
was one of the anchors for 
the Ferry offensive line. 

His season was recognized 
by receiving the 182 percent 
award. all-Eastern District. 
all-OVAC. all-Times Leader. 
all-Buckeye 8 and special 
mention all-Ohio. 

Trevor. who is the son of 
Robert and Lisa Jackson of 
Martins Ferry. plans on 
attending Wheeling Jesuit 
University. 

Ryan Stowers 
East Liverpool 

This Potter tackle paved 
the way to a strong season 
for running backs under the 
offensive guidance of Pat 
McNichol. 

The 6-5. 255-pounder's 
fine season didn ·1 go unno­
ticed. He received the Craig 
Burbick Memorial Award. 
the ESPN Radio Award and 
was named to the Quad­
County Football Coaches 
Team. 

Away from football. 
Stowers is a blackbelt in Tae 
Kwon Do and Jujitsu. Ryan. 
who is the son of Brian and 
Davena Stowers of East Liv­
erpool. plans on attending 
Bethany College. 

Minch: An OVAC All-Star Game staple 
By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Editor 

Through the course of tonight"s 
game and the week leading up to the 
ga~e. there will be bumps and 
bruises suffered by the players on 
both teams. 

~ne of t~e people who will play a 
maJor role in the healing process is 
Herb Minch who serves as a trainer 
ton:ght and is also employed as the 

Head Athletic Trainer at West 
Liberty State College. 

Minch has been involved with the 
OVAC All-Star Game since 1987 
two years after his graduation from 
Wheeling Park High School. 

MiOfh was studying health and 
physical education at West Liberty 
when he was approached to be a 
trainer for the game and eventually 
went on to earn his masters of sci­
ence in physical education and ath-

letic training in 1990 from West 
Virginia University. 

The current West Liberty head 
softba!I coach got into training dur-
1 ng hts years at Park under Tim 
McCormick and he just took it from 
there. 

"I got a little taste of training at 
Park, and I've always loved doing 
it:· Minch said. 

Minch didn't expect to be 
involved with the OV AC Game as 

often as he has been when he was 
first approached. 

Don't expect him to be getting 
out anytime soon. 

··1 think it's obviously a oreat tra­
dition." Minch relayed. "Ifs° quite an 
honor to be a part of it and as long as 
they want me involved I will contin­
ue to do it. It's been a great experi­
ence.'· 

Herb is married to the former 
Ashlea Bland. 

t-:-:~ . . • • . . . .• . . . ;.. '( . . . . . 
. : 
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Ohio All-Star Team OVACAll-su 
Football Clas~ 

I 

kicks off tonig 
Plenty of local flavor for confer 
showcase at Wheeling Island Stru 
JEFF HARRISON 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

WHEELING, W. Va. - Are 
you ready? 

It's football time in the Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference! 
Tonight's 63rd annual Rudy . 

Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Football Charity Classic seives 
as the unofficial kickoff to the 

edged. "Their size up 
bit of a concern. The: 
ably line up in the •, 
and try to blow us off 

Jeff Harrison/The Daily Jeffersonian 2008 high school football sea­

The Ohio squad for the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic. Front row, I to r, Billy Merryman of son, with more than 60 stal­

Sbadyside, Sam Bond-Zielinski of Buckeye 'Irail, Zach Gust of Union Local, Brock Davis of Buckeye Trail, Robbie Davia of warts from last season making 

Harrison Central and Steve.Beros of Buckeye Trial; second row, Anthony Vmcent of St.Clairs,ville, Kyle Rader of Monroe one final appearance in their 

Central, Dustin Sadlowski·of Shadyside., l>an..Starr of Buckeye 'n'all. Justin Kaufmann of Steubemi.l.le Catholic, Joe Wheeler team ·s helmet as Ohio banles 

of Shenandoah and Troy Starr of River; third row, head coach Randy Thompson, John Earliwine of St. Clairsyille, ~ ;:est Virgmia in the mid-su_m­

Wetherell of Cambridge, Carl Perkins of Union Local, Mark Markakis of Steubenville, Jon Figel of Edison, Cory Johnson mer extravaganza at Wheehng 

of Edison and assistant coach Bill Starr; fourth row, trainer Randy Elliott, Ryan Stowers of East Liverpool, Jake Antolak of Island Stadium. 

St. Clairsville, Shane Bishop of Buckeye Local, Tyler Robinson of Bellaire, Trevor Jackson of Martins Ferry, Adam Eagleson While kickoff for the show­

of Meadowbrook, Brandyn Frey of Steubenville and manager Tug Robson; fifth row, Michael Wehr of Barnesville, Brandon case event - the all-star foot­

Hunter of Toronto, Michael Bachie of Bridgeport, Jim Reisz of Beallsville, Zane Carter of Wellsville, Herman Timmersjo of ball game - comes at 7: 15 

Martins Ferry and Isaac Omaits of Buckeye Local; sixth row, manager Chris Palmer, assistant coach Brian Kittle, assistant p.m., there are many more 

coach Steve Mercer, manager Isaac Snyder, manager Noah Burris, manager Ethan Snyder, assistant coach Bruce Stiles, assis- anractions as part of one of the 

tant coach Vaughn Butler and manager Tyler Nealey. conference·s showcase events 

Seven players from 
area will be on the m 
headed by the Buck 
quartet of quarterba< 
Davis. tailback Stev 
wide receiver San 
Zielinski and lineba, 
Starr. 

Also representing Joe 
are linebacker Kirk 
of Cambridge, linem 
Eagleson of Meac 
and tailback Joe W 
Shenandoah. 

The rest of Ohle 
includes Anthony 
John Earliwine a 
Antolak of St. C 
Trevor Jackson and 
Timmersjo of Marti 

West Virginia All-Star Team 

Jeff Harrison/The Daily Jeffersonian 

The West Virginia squad for the Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic. Front row, 1 to r, Logan Jarrett of 

John Marshall, Michael Angalich of Bishop Donahue, Alex Peluchette of Wheeling Central, Jqsh Frankos of Brooke, John 

McCune of Weirton Madonna and Lionel Hampton of Bishop Donahue; second row, Chidozie Oparanozie of Linsly, Steven 

Buffo of Weir, Allen Earnest of Wheeling Park, Scott Victorio of Tyler Consolidated, Jacob Lohri of Tyler Consolidated, Chris 

Martin of Wheeling Central and David Richmond of Bishop Donahue; third row, head coach Bl.J. Depew, Lucas Goodwin of 

Wheeling Park, Steven Zajdowicz of Magnolia, Rosh Cain of Paden City, Jacob Carnahan of John Marshall, Logan Efaw of 

Tyler Consolidated, Taylor Shepherd of Magnolia and assistant coach Steve Ochap; fourth row, Jesse Campbell of Brooke, 

Kyle Smith of Magnolia, Taylor Potts of John Marshall, Bobby McConnell of Wheeling Park; Sam Cecil of Linsly, Drake 

Kowcheck of Brooke, Ian Berry of Linsly and trainer Amber Herback; fifth row, assistant coach James Cowart, Dave Vetanze 

of Wheeling Park, Jim McFarland of Brooke, Gary Gamble of Oak Glen, Dustin Hawkins of Cameron, Haden Kocher of 

Valley, Josh Contraguerro of Wheeling Central and Michael Duplaga of Wheeling Central; s~ row, assistant coach Josh 

Whetstone, assistant coach Gerald Lofstead, assistant coach Ray Smith and manager Kyle Pytlak. 

of the year. 
Throw m the 200-member 

OVAC McDonald's All-Star 
Band, the 26 Queen of Queens 
contestants, about a dozen and 
a half cheerleaders from various 
schools in the conference, mem­
bers of the IO-year reunion and 
those on hand representing the 
al1-star games from 1947-49, 
and you have an evening filled 
with something for everyone. Billy Merryman an 

Coach • Randy Thompson of Sadlowski of Shadys 

Buckeye Trail is serving as Markakis_ and Brand) 
Ohio's all-star coach along with Sreubenvrlle; Zach 

I • b Carl Perkins of Uni 
severa mem ers, past and pres- R bb' 0 . f 

f hi,. hi taff h o re av1a o 
. e,?thl~,-;1:·~•~-C?'.:f ... n~.,~ ~ ~ • Ceiitral·:K le Radei:c 
®..SilY~lts!i[tall ... systems go lr~Ce' rr.iJ.="~f~ . ... ..:..~J 

game time n ,. usun l\.au 

"We s~ed really coming Steubenvill~ Cathol 
th Th d • Starr of River; Jon 

toge er urs ay and Fnday 1 d. C k C J 
was a good day, too," Thompson n . ran ree ; ory 
offered. "We've had a couple of ~ison; ~yan Stowei 
linebackers moved to D-tackle Liverpool,. Shane B1 
and that will give us some addi- Isaac Oma.i~ of Buck, 
tional quickness. We feel really Tyler Robinson of 
good about how things have Br_andon Hu~ter of 

· , · f Michael Bachie of E 
gone; 1t s 3ust a matter o get- 1

. R . f 
8 

al] 
• th all 1 • • d 1m ersz o e s 

tmg em p aymg time an Zan C f W, 11 
enjoying the event. e_ .arter O. e s, 

"It 's time to go now," he Ohio s pro3ect~d 
added. "We just have to keep dep~ chart off~ns1vel 

them rested and focused until TDav1sSand Davd,aWhat qu 
game time:· roy tarr an . ee 

Thompson feels it could be back; Markakis and 

Ohio's speed vs. West Virginia's at fullback; GuSt ~ 
size in the final analysis. at flanker; Bond-Z1e 

Carter at wide receiv 
"West Virginia has a good 

football team, too," he acknowl- See OVAC 
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J to r, Billy Merryman of 
,eye Trail, Robbie Davia of 
Ue Kvle Rader of Monroe 
l\'ille Catholic, Joe Wheeler 
1ine of St. Clairsville, Kirk 
!I of Edisog. Cory Johnson 
Liverpool;Jake Antolak of 
~ns Ferry, Adam Eagleson 
'.hr of Barnesville, Brandon 
,me, Herman Timmersjo of 
oach Brian Kittle, assistant 
nt coach Bruce Stiles, assis-
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row, I to r, Logan Jarrett of 
;h Frankos of Brooke, John 
)paranozie of Linsly, Steven 
of Tyler Consolidated, Chris 
J. Depew, Lucas Goodwin of 
Im Marshall, Logan Efaw of 
, Jesse Campbell of Brooke, 
Sam Cecil of Linsly, Drake 
James Cowart, Dave Vetanze 
Cameron, Haden Kocher or 
th row, assistant coach Josh 
k. 

OVAC All-Star 
Football Classic 
kicks off tonight 
Plenty of local flavor for conference 
showcase at Wheeling Island Stadium 

JEFF HARRISON 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

WHEELING, W. Va. - Are 

you ready? . 
It's football time in the Ohio 

Valley Athletic Conference! 

Tonight's 63rd annual Rudy 

Mumley OVAC All-Star 

Football Charity Classic serves 

as the unofficial kickoff to the 

2008 high school football sea­

son, with more than 60 stal­
warts from last season making 

one final appearance in their 

team·~ helmet as Ohio battles 

..West Vilginia in the mid-swn­
mer extravaganza at Wheeling 
[s]and Stadium. 

While kickoff for the show­

case event - the all-star foot­

ball game - comes at 7:15 

p.m., there are many more 

attractions as part of one of the 

conference's showcase events 

of the year. 
Throw in the 200-member 

OVAC McDonald's All-Star 

Band, the 26 Queen of Queens 

contestants, about a dozen and 

a half cheerleaders from various 

schools in the conference, mem­

bers of the IO-year reunion and 

those on hand representing the 

all-star games from 1947-49, 

and you have an evening filled 

with something for everyone. 

Coach Randy Thompson of 

Buckeye Trail is serving as 

Ohio ·s all-star coach along with 

several members, past and pres­

ent. of his coaching staff an he 

say-L,.ifs !"al) systems go" ·fo..r 

game time. . 
"We started really commg 

together Thursday and Friday 

was a good day, too," Thompson 

offered. "We've had a couple of 

linebackers moved to D-tackle 

and that will give us some addi­

tional quickness. We feel really 

good about how things have 

gone; it's just a matter of get­

ting them all playmg time and 

enjoying the event. 
"It's time to go now:· he 

added. "We just have to keep 

them rested and focused until 

game time." 
Thompson feels it could be 

Ohio ·s speed vs. West Virginia· s 

size m the final analysis. 
"West Virginia has a good 

football team, too," he acknowl-

edged. 'Their size up front is a 

bit of a concern. They'll prob­

ably line up in the •wishbone' 

and try co blow us off the baJI." 

Seven players from the local 

area will be on the Ohio squad, 

headed by the Buckeye Trail 

quartet of quarterback Brock 

Davis, tailback Steve Beros, 

wide receiver Sam Bond­

Zielinski and linebacker Dan 

Starr. 
Also representing local schools 

are linebacker Kirk Wetherell 

of Cambridge. lineman Adam 

Eagleson of Meadowbrook. 

and tailback Joe Wheeler of 
Shenandoah. 

Toe rest of Ohio's roster 

includes Anthony Vincent, 

John Earliwine and Jake 

Antolak of St. Clairsville; 

Trevor Jackson and Hennan 

Timmersjo of Martins Ferry; 

Billy Merryman and Dustin 

Sadlowski of Shadyside; Mark 

Markakis and Brandyn Frey of 

Steubenville; Zach Gust and 

Carl Perkins of Union Local: 

Robbie Davia of Harrison 

Central; Kyle Rader of•Monroe 
Centr:J.l· Justin "1C:tufniann of 

Steube~ville Catholic; Troy 

Starr of River; Jon Figel of 

Indian Creek; Cory Johnson of 

Edison; Ryan Stowers of East 

Liverpool; Shane Bishop and 

Isaac Omaits of Buckeye Local; 

Tyler Robinson of Bellaire; 

Brandon Hunter of Toronto, 

Michael Bachie of Bridgeport, 

Jim Reisz of Beallsville; and 

Zane Carter of Wellsville. 
Ohio's projected two-deep 

depth chart offensively includes 

Davis and Davia at quarterback; 

Troy Starr and Wheeler at tail: 

back: Markakis and Sadlowski 

at fullback; Gust and Vincent 

at flanker; Bond-Zielinski and 

Carter at wide receiver; Bachie 

See OVAC page 8-3 
. -~ .... 
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OVAC AU-Star Classic 
to unfold this evening 
OVAC from page 8-1 

and Reisz at tight end; Jackson 

and Johnson at center; Figel and 

Eagleson at one guard; Bishop 

and -Robinson at the other guard; 

and Antolak, Stowers and Frye 

sharing time at the two tackle 

slots. 

Rudy Mumley/ 
OVAC Charity 
AII~Star Classic 

~-~ast Scores 
I• 
(~AC Sponsorship) 
2!XT7-Ohio6, W. Va. 3 
2006 - Ohio 22. W. Va. 0 
200S - Ohio 35. W. Va. 6 
2004 - W. Va. 21, Oluo 7 

On defense. it's Sadlowsk.i 

andhlobinson at one defensive 

end: Dan Starr and Eagleson 

at the other D-end; Omaits and 

Bishop at one tackle: Markakis 

and Antolak at the other tackle; 

Earliwine and Frey at middle 

guard; Wetherell and Bachie 

at one linebacker; Perkins and 

Rader at the other 'backer spot; 

Vincent and Hunter at one cor­

ner: Reisz and Davis at the 

other: Wheeler and Carter at 

one safety; Kaufmann and Troy 

Starr at the other. 

-., 200\-,.0l)i_o 32, w. v~. 26. ,. ~ . 
~2002-~.19:;-W:!i!@'lr ~n"v 

:200,i.:.()liiP~$;)~.o~~~r., 
7• '2000'~-0hio 13:W. V£.'7'o; ·" ,?.: 

1999 , Ohio 32. W:Va. 0 
J998 - Ohio 41, W. Va. 14 
1997·-·Ohio,24,•W. Va. 14 
1996 • Ohio 43, W. Va. 2l 
1995 • Ohio 21, W. Va. 0 
1994 - W. Va. 19. Ohio 14 
1993 - W. Va. 34, Ohio 32 
1992 - 0-0 (Cancclcd/Llgbtning) 
1991 • Ohio 30, W. Va. 6 
1990 • Ohio 42. W. Va. 0 
1989- W. Va. 22, Ohio 14 
1988 - Ohio 13. W. Va. 7 
1987. Ohio 13, w: Va. 11 
1986 - Ohio 14, W. Va. 6 
1985 - W. Va. 28. Ohio 26 
1984 - Ohio 23, W. Va. 6 

Timmersjo will handle the 

placekicking, with Hunter and 

Davis as the punters. 

1983 - Ohio 26, W. Va. 16 
1982 . W. Va. 7, Ob.to 6 
1981 - Ohio 17, W. Va 14 
I 980 - Ohio 10, W. Va. 7 
l979-Ohio47. W. Va. 13 

West Virginia is under the 

guidance of Coach B.J. Depew 

and his staff from The Linsly 

School. 
The squad includes Alex 

Peluchette, Chris Martin, Josh 

Contraguerro and Michael 

Duplaga of Wheeling Central; 

Josh Frankos. Jesse Campbell. 

Oralee Kowchek and Jim 

McFarland of Brooke; Allen 

Earnest, Lucas Goodwin, Bobby 

McConnell and Dave Vetanze of 

Wheeling Park; Logan Jarrett. 

Jacob Carnahan and Taylor 

Pons of John Marshall; Michael 

Angalich, Lionel Hampton, 

David Richmond of Bishop 

Donahue; Chidozie Oparanozie, 

Sam Cecil and Ian Berry of 

Linsly; Jacob Lohri and Logan 

Efaw of Tyler Consolidated; 

Steven Zajdowicz and Kyle 

Smith _ of Magnolia; St 
, Bu~ Weir; Rosh Cain 

Paden City: Gary Gamble of 

Oak Glen; Dustin Hawkins of 

Cameron: John McCune of 

Weirton Madonna; and Haden 

Kocher of Valley. 
Ohio has won three straight 

and I 2 of the last I 3 ( only W. Va. 

win was 2004). The Buckeyes 

scored a late TD to escape with 

a 6-3 victory in last year's con­
test. 

EXTRA POINTS 
Thirty-nine schools are repre­

sented by participants in activities 
related to this year's game includ­
ing the OVAC McDonald's All­
Star Band (204), football players 
(66), Queen of Queens candidates 
(26) and cheerleaders (20) ... 

West Virginia coach Depew 
played in the OVAC game in 
1994 and served as an assistant 
in 2005 under his father, Terry 
Depew. On the other side, Ohio 
coach Thompson didn't get the 
opportunity as there was no game 
in 1970 or '71 and his son. Josh, 
also missed out in 1999 a~ he 

had to depart for the Air Force 
Academy and w~ unable to par­
ticipate ... 

Shawna Shepherd of Wheeling 
Park is the West Virginia cheering 
coach while Kristi Vennillion of 
John Marshall, who coached West 
Virginia ·s squad last year, is the 

Two trades 

1978- Ohio 21. W. Va. 13 
1m - W. Va. 21, Ohio 0 
J 976 - W. Va. 33, Ohio 20 
1975 - W. Va. 8, Ohio 0 
1974 - W. Va. 13. Ohio 6 
1973 - W. Va. 38. Ohio 20 
1972 - Ohio 24, W. Va. 6 
(Pre-OVAC Sponsorship) 
1971 - No game 
1970- No game 
1969- W. Va. 12. Ohio 0 
1968 - .Ohio 6, W. Va. 0 
1967. W. Va. 18, Ohio0 
J 966 - Ohio 26, W. Va. 0 
1965 - Ohio 22, W. Va. 0 
1964 - Ohio 2, W. Va. 0 
1963-No game 
1962. W. Va. 12, Ohio 6 
196( • W. Va. 13, Ohio 0 
1960 - Obio 7, W. Va. 6 
1?59 -~~1. Dtuo 6 
1958•- Ohio 25. W:Na!O 
1957 - Ohio 14, W. Va. l3 
19S6-Ohio27, W. Va.0 
1955 - Ohio 31, W. Va. 20 
1954- W. Va. 13, Ohio 0 
1953 - W. Va. 7. Ohio 0 
1952 - Ohio 26, W. Va. 13 
1951 • Ohio 13, W. Va. 6 
19S0 - Ohio 14, W. Va. 0 
1949 • W. Va. 6, Ohio 0 
1948 - Ohio 20. W. Va. 7 
1947 - W. Va. 13, Ohio 7 
1946. Ohio 26, W. Va. 7 
1945 • No game 
1944- No game- - ....,. 
1943 - No ·game , 
1942 • W .. Ya. 7 .. Ohio 0 "':! 
J.941 - W. Va,. 7, Ohio O 
1940, W. Va. 13, OhfoO 
n....:.n ' aio39, \Y.Y<i,22. I~ 
U~~C'~p: Ohio 

24wins.,.W. \-It. U wins-. l.lie ,.,, 
Pre.:OVAe-sJ)OflSOffhip:- • 
iM. W. Va. 11 wins 

Ohio coach this time around ... 
Reva Icard senes as the Queen 

of Queens Coordinator; Dru 
Meyer is the Band Coordinator; 
Dianna Vargo is the George 
Strager 'Evening with the Stars' 
Coordinator: and Steve Kish is the 

Ten-Year Reunion Coordinator ... 
Queen of Queens candidates 

from the local area include Lee 
Ann McCabe of Cambridge, 
Jessie Piccin of Buckeye Trail and 
Abigail Bishop of Barnesville ... 

LDcal participants in the OVAC 

McDonald'sAII-StarBandinclude I 
Josh Bodner. Stephanie Justice 
and Robert Taylor of Buckeye 
Trail: and Alex Davidson, Derek 
Deal. Hailey Hopton. Brittany 
Luca~. Alora Moore and Luca~ 
Woofter of Barnesville ... 

Officials for the game include 
Bill Fowkes (referee). Chuck 
Taskalines (umpire). George 
Kelchak (linesman). Greg Sanders 
(line judge), Jim Kuczynski (side 
judge), Bruce Myers (field judge) 
and Jim Sperlazza. Jr. (back 
judge). The honorary official is 
Jack Prettyman ... 

Players from the 1947, '48 and 
·49 all-star games will be hon­
ored before the game. Some 31 
of the 75 living participants are 
expected to attend ... 

In 36 years under OVAC spon­
sorship, the Classic has donated 
$802.400 to charity organiza.ions 

and scholarships throughout the 
Ohio Valley ... 
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;D' sparkles as Ohio wins OVAC Classic 
;everal area players have big impact on 31-7 win; Buckeyes have now won 13 of last 14 games 
:FF HARRISON 
iE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

WHEELING, W. Va. - It 
IS a night to shme for several 
1yers from the western flank 

the Ohio Valley Athletic 
mference as Ohio made it 13 
ns in the last 14 matchups by 
11mg to a 31 7 victory over 

est Virginia in the 63rd annu­
Rudy Mumley OVAC All­

ar Football Charity Classic 
fore a nice-sized crowd at 
heeling Island Stadium. 
\mong the offensive cata­
;ts were Shenandoah's 
rd-nosed runnmg back Joe 
heeler along Buckeye Trai\'s 
ock Davis and Sam Bond­
!linski while on defense. 

stalwarts included Cambridge· s 
Kirk Wetherell and Trail's Dan 
Starr. 

Toss in some dominating 
pass rushing from the likes 
of Isaac Omaits of Buckeye 
Local and Dustin Sadlowski 
of Shadyside and "D" ruled 
the day for Ohio. Not only did 
West Virginia have just seven 
total yards offensively with 
under 10 minutes to play, the 
Buckeye defense nearly out­
scored its offense (offense-16, 
defense-15) in what turned out 
to be a total mismatch. 

Understandably pleased fol­
lowing the mid-summer classic 
was Buckeye Trail head coach 
Randy Thompson, who pretty 
much did it his way in select­
ing some cat-quick defensive 
players who proved too much 
to handle for the bigger West 
Virginians. 

"We drafted those lineback­
ers and people chirped all 
week about big on quick," 
Thompson commented. "Our 
kids really showed what they 
were made of tonight. 

"The dids did a great job 

defensively; our defensive 
might have even outscored our 
offense." he acknowledged. 
"What can you say? Defense 
wins championships and it 
won for us tonight." 

Ohio set the tone with the 
opening possession. mov­
ing from its 30 to the W. Va. 
25-yard line where Swedish 
import Herman Timmersjo 
of Martins Ferry boomed a 
42-yard field goal for a 3-0 
Buckeye lead with 8:27 on the 
first quarter clock. 

"We drove it right down the 
field and that was a good way 
to get us off an rolling," said 
Thompson. 

The Trail combo of Davis 
and Bond-Zielinski put Ohio 
on the board again at the 4:01 
mark of round one with a 24-
yard TD pass connection, with 
Timmersjo adding the point­
after kick for a I 0-0 spread. 

That scored held up through 
halftime where the OVAC 
McDonald's All-Star Band put 
on a dazzling show and then 
the defensive one-two punch 
of Wetherell and Starr. got the 

Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Jeffersonian 
,e members of the Ohio All-Star defense, including Cambridge's Kirk Wetherell (40), 
;ks West Virginia quarterback Alex Peluchette of Wheeling Central during Sunday's Rudy 
11JDley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Buckeyes on the board again. 
Wetherell. who.had five or six 
defensive stops from his line­
backer post. separated a West 
Virginia running back from 
the ball deep and Starr was 
"Danny on the spot" as he 
pounced on the pigskin in the 
end zone for a TD. 

A mishandled snap foiled the 
PAT, but Ohio's lead had bal• 
looned to 16-0 at the 5 :04 
mark of the third quarter 

Wheeler started to make an 
impact on Ohio's next drive. 
pushing the ball down deep 
where Harrison Central QB 
Robbie Davia executed a nifty 
fake and scampered around the 
left side for a six-yard TD. The 
PAT out of a muddle-huddle 
formation was stopped, but 
it was now 22-0 with 11 :52 
remaining in the game. 

Back-to-back sacks by the 
Ohio stop-troops - led by the 
ever-present Omaits - result­
ed in another fumble recovery 
for a TD by the Buckeyes. 
this time by Bellaire's Tyler 
Robinson. Timmersjo's PAT 
was true and it was 29-0 with 
9:54 left. 

West Virginia's offense final­
ly woke up and a nine-play. 
83-yard TD march ensued. 
John Marshall's Jacob Lohri 
had a 25-yard rush and caught 
a 29-yard pass from Wheeling 
Central's Alex Peluchette 
along the way, and it was a 
17-yard TD strike from Bishop 
Donahue's Michael Angalich 
to teammate Lionel Hampton 
which got the Mountaineers on 
the scoreboard. 

Central's Michael Duplaga 
kicked the extra-point, making 
,it 29-7 with 5:30 left. 

Ohio got another defensive 
score with 3:32 left r.'°hen"'4 
, teubenviHe's Mark M~ 
- another solid defensive per• 

:funner all night ~ sacked the 
West Virginia ballcarrier in the 
end zone for a safety and the 
,final margin. . ..•. -l:.• . .• 

Ohio finished with a bif 292~4°; 
76 edge in net yardage. 

The Buckeyes had 215 yards 
rushing, with Wheeler col­
lecting 67 yards on nine car­
ries; Davis getting 50 on four 
attempts; and River's Starr 
'adding 40 yards on r l totes. 
Davia was 4-of-9 passing for 
53 yards and one INT and 
Davis hit I -of-2 for 24 yards. 

For West Virginia. Peluchette 
and Angalich combined for 

Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Jeffersonian 
Cambridge linebacker Kirk Wetherell jumps in the air after 
he tackled a West Virginia ballcarrier and forced a fumble, 
which was recovered by Buckeye Trail's Dan Starr in the end 
zone for an Ohio TD. 

13 completions in 21 attempts 
while Lohri's one carry for 
25 yards was about it for the 
ground game which closed 
with minus-56 yards in 28 
plays. 

Thompson was quick to 
praise the entire week-long 
extravaganza as a first-class 
operation by the OVAC. 

"We really appreciate the 
OVAC and the Ohio VaJley and 
it was just great to be a part of 
this," he offered. "You've got 
to love those kids. You have 

your own kids all season and 
we only had these kids for 
seven days, but they worked 
so hard and were a pleasure to 
coach." 

Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Jeffersonian 

dm ~RUDY MUMW 
(IIJC AU.-sTAII FOOT1W.L 
CIIARfTY CLASSIC 

Sheoadoah High's Joe Wheeler (32) picks up good yardage 

• 011103t,Wea1Vfllllnla7 
Ohio 10 0 6 15-31 

' • after taking a handoft' from Harrison Central QB Robbie Davis 
(12) during the Rudy Mumley OVAC AU-Star Football Charity 
Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. Wheeler rushed for 67 
yards on nine carries to l~d the Buckeyes' running attack. 
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West Virginia in the 63rd annu­
al Rudy Mumley OVAC All­
Star Football Charity Classic 
before a nice-sized crowd at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Among the offensive cata­
lysts were Shenandoah ·s 
hard-nosed running back Joe 
Wheeler along Buckeye Trail's 
Brock Davis and Sam Bond­
Zielinski while on defense. 

lowing the mid-summer classic 
was Buckeye Trail head coach 
Randy Thompson, who pretty 
much did it his way in select­
ing some cat-quick defensive 
players who proved too much 
to handle for the bigger West 
Virginians. 

"We drafted those lineback­
ers and people chirped all 
week about big on quick," 
Thompson commented. "Our 
kids really showed what they 
were made of tonight. 

"The <lids did a great job 

- . 
to get us off an rolling;· said 
Thompson. 

The Trail combo of Davis 
and Bond-Zielinski put Ohio 
on the board again at the 4:01 
mark of round one with a 24-
yard TD pass connection, with 
Timmersjo adding the point­
after kick for a 10-0 spread. 

That scored held up through 
halftime where the OVAC 
McDonald's All-Star Band put 
on a dazzling show and then 
the defensive one-two punch 
of Wetherell and Starr got the 

Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Jeffersonian 
Five members of the Ohio All-Star 'defense, including Cambridge's Kirk 'Wetherell (40), 
sacks West Virginia quarterback Alex Peluchette of Wheeling CentraJ during Sunday's Rudy 
Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Clas.sic at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Jeffersonian 
Quarterback Brock Davis of Buckeye Trail rum the ball past Brooke's Scott Victorio during early 
action in the Rudy Mumiey OVAC All-Star Football Charity Ctas.gc at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Jeffersonian 
\ large crowd was in attendance at Wheeling Island Stadium Sunday night for the Rudy 
Wumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic. Ohio made it 13 wins in the last 14 games, 
winning by a 31-7 54:0re. 

Robbie Davia executed a nifty 
fake and scampered around the 
left side for a six-yard TD. The 
PAT out of a muddle-huddle 
formation was stopped, but 
it was now 22-0 with 11 :52 
remaining in the game. 

Back-to-back sacks by the 
Ohio stop-troops - led by the 
ever-present Omaits - result­
ed in another fumble recovery 
for a TD by the Buckeyes, 
this time by Bellaire's Tyler 
Robinson. Timmersjo's PAT 
was true and it was 29-0 with 
9:54 left. 

Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Jeffersoniar 
Cambridge linebacker Kirk Wetherell jumps in the air afte1 
he tackled a West Virginia baJlcarrier and forced a fumble 
which was recovered by Buckeye Trait's Dan Starr in the enc 
zone for an Ohio TD. 

West Virginia's offense final­
ly woke up and a nine-play, 
83-yard TD march ensued. 
John Marshall's Jacob Lohri 
had a 25-yard rush and caught 
a 29-yard pass from Wheeling 
Central's Alex Peluchette 
along the way, and it was a 
17-yard TD strike from Bishop 
Donahue's Michael Angalich 
to teammate Lionel Hampton 
which got the Mountaineers on 
the scoreboard. 

Central's Michael Duplaga 
kicked the extra-point, making 
it 29-7 with 5:30 left. 

Ohio got another defensive 
lscore with 3:32 left •when•• 

teubenviile'~ Mark M~ 
- another solid defensive per­
former all night - sacked the 
West Virginia ballcarrier in the , 
end zone for a safety and the 
,final margin. .. , ;_ 
1> ·ohiofinished with a bitz9z!-"'· 
76 edge in net yardage. 

13 completions in 21 attempts 
while Lohri 's one carry for 
25 yards was about it for the 
ground game which closed 
with minus-56 yards in 28 
plays. 

Thompson was quick to 
praise the entire week-long 
extravaganza as a first-class 
operation by the OVAC. 

"We really appreciate the 
OVAC and the Ohio Valley and 
it was just great to be a part of 
this," he offered. "You've got 
to love those kjds. You have 

The Buckeyes had 215 yards 
rushing, with Wheeler col­
lecting 67 yards on nine car­
ries; Davis getting 50 on four 
attempts; and River's Starr 
adding 40 yards on 11 totes. ~ 
Davia was 4-of-9 passing for 
53 yards and one INT and 
Davis hit l-of-2 for 24 yards. 

your own kids all season and 
we only had these kids for 
seven days, but they worked 
so hard and were a pleasure to 
coach." 

For West Virginia. Peluchette 
and Angalich combined for 
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Ryan Pavlov/The Daily Jeffersonian 
Sbenadoah High 's Joe Wheeler (32) picks up good yardage 
after taking a handoff from Harrison Central QB Robbie Davis 
(12) during the Rudy Mumley OVAC AU-Star Football Charity 
Classic at Wheeling Island Stadium. Wheeler rushed for 67 
yards on nine carries to lead the Buckeyes' running attack. 

(l)nmersio kidtj, 4:01. • 
TlllrdOuartar 
~ Starr (8ucl<aye Tral). r9COVMCI' = =-(~.lailall). 5:04. • 

OH-Robbia Davia (Harrlecn ~,;6 nm 
(I\Jfl falled), 11:52. • 
o,+-:.1i'tef Aobilaocl (8ellm). ~ 
fumole In enr:I za>e (Tilnmeflkk!ck), &-.54. 
WV-LJanel Hampl0rl (Bisllop\Oanalul), ' 
17 pass from Mlc:hael -~ (8lshop 
Di>nallYG). (Mlehael Oupia,ii, Wheelill!I 
Central, ldck). 5:31. , ' ' 'II • ~ 
OH-sa191y, Marte Mai1<elds (~). 
~ ballcanlel11n·enc1.~ l 3:44. 

FlmDowna 
~ 
Paulngyards 
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OH WV 
15 7 

~5 28-{-66) . 
n 132 

5-13-2 13-21-0 
1-0 2·2 

11),67 8-55 
2~.o &-37.& 

~ STATIST1CS ,.. 
FlJSHING-Ohlo,JoeWhaeler(Shenancloah), 
~7. i!loclc Daw~ Tral), +al, Tcv, 
Slarr.(RM!r). 11-40; ~ .Davia (lisrison 
Cn,ij), 6-35, ~ ~•(8ucke)l9·llal), 
3'21, OtGln Sadlowsla (Sl,adyalde). :!-6. Millk 
Mali<ld<ls(~). 4-0, ~Vinoent 
(Sir~ 1-(,3). Wast Vllllinia. Jarx>b 
Ldll1 (lyter Coosolidaled}, 1-ZS, Mlchael 
Arudtfl {Bishop Donalui}. 6-{-40}, Clilclclile 
Oparanozie (Unst,) .. 5-1, Sa,11 Vlr;IOrta 
(Brooke). H·7l, '-Jac:0b Cf!mahan,,(Jotn 
Marahal). 1+191, Chris Mertk'I ~ 
CenlraJ). 1-2; Merl Eames! {Wheeling l'llrk), 
2-0; Alex ~ ~ eer.ll, 9-
(•14). ....'JI; _ i':t" 
AIISSING--Ohio, Oavfa+9-1·53, Davis 1·2· 
0-2,1, Bllly Menyman (Shadyelde). 1•2-1-3. 
WIIIII V"lj!nla, Peluchalle cwi-itng c.rmd) 
~~~:(19;. Mgallr.h (Blsllop Oanahue), 

RECSVING-,91i'lo. Sam Booo-ZJeliMld 
(Bodcey&Tllll), 1-24;~(Shenandoah). 
MS. .Imm, Reisz (Baals\'tllt), 1-17:~ 
(St.,C.), t-10, Zech Gust (UIQI Local); 1~ 
ZSne Cetle< (Wellsvlal. Hl. West Villllnla. 
Lohrl (Jotn MatWIJ, 2-18, s-. EkJllo 
(Weir). 2-17, Cemabon (.J(lhn Marshlll), 2· 
38, David RdUnond {Bishop Oonahui) 2-5. 
Opalan0zie (Unslyj, 1-7;Victolto (Btook&), 1· 
5, Uonoi HamplOI, (Bllhop .Donahue). 1-14. 
INTEACEPTIONS--Ohio, none. West 
Vlr\jnia; 'PliucMi..~'Cenllal), 11· 
14-0-100; Josh Francis (Brooiai): Vk:tol1o 
(Blliol{e). 
FUMSLe RECOVEAIES--Ohio, Oan SlalT 
(=· Trail), Tyler Rollw1mn (Bellaire). 
.Wfsl lnla. none. 
Kl RETIJRNS-Otvo. Gust (Unlol, 
Local}, 1-23, Vll'lcenl (S,, C.), HI; Cart9t 
(Wells\'llle), 1-0.. Wes1 Vliginla. Vlc:loricl 
(StooM). 2-25, Maltin (Wheeli1g Central), 
1-20; Kaufmano (John~ '1•14. 
PUNT RETURNS-Ohio, Vincent (St. C.), 
2-31, Reisz (Beelsvllle), 3-8. West Vllglnla, 
Martin (Wheeling Cen1tal), 2-8. 

Ryan Pavlov/The Dai'y Jeffersonian 
Sam Bond-Zielinski and Brock Davis of Buckeye Trail chest 
bump after Bond-Zielinski scored the first touchdown of the 
game on a 24-yard pass from Davis. 
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OVAC All-Stars gettil)g down to business 
Trail's Thompson pleased with 1:11akeup of Ohio team for Sunday's game 
JEFF HARRISON 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

Introductions have been exchanged and media day obligations 
are out of the way, so it's down to business for the players and 
coaches as they prepare all week long for the annual Rudy Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic slated Sunday evening at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Buckeye Trail High coach Randy Thompson, selected to guide 
the Ohio squad in this year's mid-summer extravaganza which 
annual draws between 8,000-10,000 to the unofficial start of foot­
ball season in the OVAC, was pleasantly surprised that his players 
came to camp ready to go. 

"It's such an honor for these kids to be here at this game," 
Thompson stated. "They've known they were selected for some 
time now and they came into camp in shape. Every one of them 

has been working out and lifting, 
so I don't see a whole lot of rust 
on these kids. 

" It's just a matter of acclimation to 
our system and getting used to each­
other," the Buckeye boss continued. 
"Coming in, I only really know 
four kids here (the four Buckeye 

.( • - - - • - - ::., Trail players - Brock Davis, Dan 
Starr, Steve Beros and Sam Bond­

Zielinski), but they're all great kids and everyone just needs to get to 
know one-another. They've responded very well to the coaches." 

Even after just a day-and-a-half of workouts, Thompson says 
things are progressing nicely. 

"We started with a little bit of the offense on Sunday because 
offense is always going to be behind the defense," he said, "but 
even today (Monday). things went so much better already." 

While acknowledging that Ohio will probably be the favorite as is 
usually the case. Thompson says it's hardly a foregone conclusion 
of the outcome. 

"We're going to have to execute because West Virginia will be a 
force," he offered. "It's like any other football game, we'll do what 
we do best. We've got a lot of strong, athletic linebackers and some 
athletic linemen, good wideouts and plenty of capable tailbacks. 
We've got great individuals, but they have to play as a team for us 
to be as good as we can be on Sunday." 

Thompson doesn't see overconfidence as an issue at all. 
"You always want a certain amount of confidence and swagger," 

he commented, "and you have to know where that line is, but our 
kids seem to be pretty grounded. They know that Ohio's always the 

Jeff Harrison!The Daily"!Jeffersonian 
Selected to participate in the annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football Charity Classic from the local area on the Ohio 
squad are, front row I to r, Sam Bond-Zielinski, Brock Davis, Dan Starr and Steve Beros of Buckeye Trail; back row, Michael 
Wehr of Barnesville, Adam Eagleson of Meadowbrook, Kirk Wetherell of Cambridge and Joe Wheeler of Shenandoah. 
Kickoff for Sunday's game at Wheeling Island Stadium is set for 7:15 p.m. Advance tickets costing $7 are available through 
Friday at The Daily Jeffersonian office during business hours. 
favorite, but West Virginia certainly has some weapons. We know 
we've got to be ready to play or .they'll smac.:k us." 

In addition to practicing in the heat on the campus of West 
Liberty State College, there are several other events planned for 
the all-stars throughout the week: the Osiris Shrine Film and Pizza 
Party on Tuesday at 7 p.m. at We~t Liberty; the George Strager 
'Evening with the Stars' banquet at Wheeling Park's White Palace 

on Wednesday at 6 p.m.; an Ice Cream Social at West Liberty on 
Thursday; the Queen of Queens pageant on Friday at 7 p.m. at 
WesBanco Arena; and the All-Star Pep Rally at West Liberty's 
Russek Field on Saturday at 6 p.m. • 

Pre-game activities begin Sunday at 6:30 p.m. with the McDonald's 
OVAC All-Star Band and Queen of Queens introductions, with 
kickoff set for 7: 15 p.m. 



Ohio Faces Challenge 
Thompson says 
W.Va. explosive 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 
Randy Thomp~on really 

likes the make up of hi~ 
offensive unit from the ~kill 
player~ to the line. 

He .tho know~ We~t Vir­
ginia likes its offem1ve 
~quad for the upcoming 63rd 
annual Rudy Mumley 
OVAC All-Star .Charity 
football Cla~~ic. meaning 
p_utting together the defcn":. 
s1ve prospects was equally 
important. 

"We know West Virginia 
is going to bring ~omc 
weapons to the game:· :-.aid 
Thomp~on. who will guide 
the Buckeye~ rn the annual 
,ummer cla:-.:-.ic. ··we wanted 
to get a lot of speed and we 
think we·ve done that. but 
we also know we've got to 
play well. we·ve got a nice 
luxurv in this game of kids 
not hi1ving to go both ways. 
so I think that will benefit 
us." 

The Ohio defensive line 
and linebackers are com­
prised of: Kirk Wetherell 
(Cambridge). Daniel Starr 
(Buckeye Trail): Tyler 
Robinson (Bellaire). Du!>tin 
Sadlowski (Shadyside). Kyle 
Rader (Monroe Central): 
Carl Perl..in:- (Union Local). 
Mark Markakis 
(Steubenville). John Earli­
wme (St. Clairwille). Adam 
Eagleson ( Meadowbrook) 
and baac Omaits (Buckeye 
Local). 

Here is a capsule look at 
the players: 

KIRK WETHERELL. 
Cambridge - This former 
Bobcat ~was a two-way 
~tandout for tour years for 
Coach Rick Goodrich as a 
linebacker and a fullback. 

The 5-foot- I 0. 195 
pounder was a linebacker for 
four years and was named 
fir~t-team all-Ohio in Divi­
sion 111. He wa~ first-team 
all-OVAC. All-Valley and 
all-ECOL. He wa~ also the 
tir~t Bobcats athlete 10 earn 
12 leuers. earning four in 
football. baseball and 
wrestling. 

Kirk.-who is the son of 
Skip and Ann Wetherell of 
Cambridge. is still deciding 
between-West Liberty fc>r 
baseball and Mt. Union for 
football. 

DANIEL STARR. Buck­
eye Trail - Thb former 
Warrior wa~ a defen:-.1vc 
whiL al linebacker. 

The 5- 1 I. 195 pounder 
recorded 129 tackle, and 
eight s;acb last season. 

~starr wa~ a first-team all­
Ohio pick. all-distnct. all ­
OVAC. All-Valley and·all­
PVC selection last season. 

Daniel. who is the son of 
Dan and Jo Starr of Senecav­
ille. plans to attend Marietta 
College. 

TYLER ROBINSON. 
Bellaire - This; former Big 
Reds two-way standout was 
one of the few bright spots 
for a season to rcmem-
be r for first-year 
head coach Gregg 
Bonar, 

The 6 -0. 
,, 0 5 

Wetherell D. Starr 

Perkins Markakis 

pounder played defensive 
end. linebacker and tackle. 

Robim,on was a first-team 
all-Buckeye 8 perfonner. 

Tyler. who is undecided 
upor? his college plan:-.. is the 
son of Katherine Pills of 
Bellaire. 

DUSTIN SADLOWSKL 
Shadyside - This former 
Tiger was a two-way stand­
out for Coach Ty Fleming's 
outfit the last four seasons. 

The 5 I 0. I 80 pounder 
recorded more than I 60 
tackles and ran for more 
than I .000 yards. 

Sadlowski. who wa!> a 
two-time. fir:,.t-team all ­
Ohioan and two-time all­
OV AC and All-Valley pick. 
owns the Shady~ide career 
record for tackle~ with 525. 

Dustin. who is the son of 
Dave and Crystal Sadlowski. 
plans to attend Ohio Univer­
sitv-Eastem. 

-KYLE RADER. Monroe 
Central - This former 
Seminole contributed both as 
a linebacker and fullback for 
Coach Jay Circosta·~ club. 

A~ a linebacker la~t ~ea­
son. Rader recorded 90 tack­
les in nine game~ and had 
four sacks. -

The 6-0. 200 pounder 
wa:,. all-Dbtrict. all-PVC. all-
0 VA C and wa~ all­
PVC/OV AC Academic. 

Kyle. who is the son of 
Dan and Angie Rader of 
Lewisville. plans to attend 
Marietta College. 

CARL ~PERKINS. 
Union Local - This 
fo1111cr Jct was a <;tud 
in the middle for 
Coach Mark Cisar 
last <;cason. 

Perkins recorded 194 
tackles. including 124 solo 
<;top,. He also had four 
sack,. four hurries. two 
forced fumbles. two fumbles 
recovered and eight tackles 
for lo~!,. -

The 5-11. 180 
pounder was a first­
team all-Ohioan as 
we 11 as first -
team all -
O V AC. 
All-Val­
l e y 

Robinson Sadlowski Rader 

Eariiwine Omaits 
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Thompson likes make-up 
of OVAC offensive unit 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

. Raudy ?'h?mpson really likes 1he 

m:1"-e-up ol his offensive uni1 from lhc 

.skill pht)cr, lo lhe line. 

. _He _abo knows Wes1 Virginia like\ ih 

?lfens1\e squad for the upcornrng 63rd 

,mnu_al R_udy Mumley OVAC All-Siar 

<?hamy Foo1ball Classic. meaning put­

ling log~lher lhe defensive prospects was 

equally 1mportan1. 

.· "We know West Virginia is going lo 

b1 mg some weapons to the game:· said 

!hompson who will guide the Buckevcs 

m lhe annual summer classic ... We w,i'nt­

ed !o gel a l01 of speed and we think 

we_ ve done tha1. but we aho know 

we ve ~ot I<~ play well. We've got a nice 

luxury in this game of kids n01 having lo 

go .~oth ways. so I think that will bencfil 
us. 

T_he Ohio defensive line and lineback­

ers is comprised of: Kirk We1herell 

(~;~m.bridge). D_aniel S1arr (Budc)e 

Trail). Tyl~r Robrnson (Bdl:ure). Dus1in 

Sadlowskt (Shadyside). Kyle Rader 

(Monroe Central): Carl Perkrn!> ( l:nion 

Local).: M_ar~ Markaki, (Sleubenville). 

John EarlJwrne (St. Cla1rwdle). Adam 

Eagl_eson (Meadowbrook) and ,~aac 

Omaus (Buckeye Local). 

Here is a capsu!e look al the players: 

~IRK WETHERELL. C:unbridge _ 

:~is former_ Bobca1 wa~ a two:way 

stando_ut for tc~ur years for Coach Rick 

Goodrich as a lmebacker and a fullback. 

----

The 5_-ft-I0. 195 pounder was a line­

~acker tor four years and was named 

t1rst-!_earn all-Ohio in Division lfI. He 

wus tirst-leam all-OVAC and all-ECOL. 

He was also lhc first-ever Bobcat athlete 

1_0 earn 12 letter,. lettering four limes in 

tool~al_I. base~all and wrestling. 

Kirk. wh~1 is the son of Skip and Ann 

Wetherell of Cambridge. is s1ill deciding 

be1wee!1 West Liberly for baseball and 

Ml. Union for foolball. 

, DA_NIEL ST ARR. Buckeye Trail _ 

fh!\ lon_ner Warrior w,1s a defensive 

wh11- JI lmebacf..er for the Warrior, and 
Thompson. 

The 5 ft 1. l • l 9 5 pounder recorded 

129 tackles. e1gh1 ~ack,; lhis past season. 

Starr ':''as a first-learn all-Ohio pick. 

,tll-di\lrn:I. all OVAC and all-PVC 

selec11on this pas1 season. 

Slarr is ~lso a member of the National 
Honor Society. 

See, THOMPSON, Page C2 

Continued from Page C1 

Daniel. who is the son of 

Dan and Jo Starr of 

Senecaville. plans on ;ltlend­

ing Marietta College. 
TYLER ROBINSON. 

Bellaire - Thi!> former Bi!.! 
Reds· two-wav s1andout v.a; 

one of the fev.• bright spols 
for a season to remember for 

first-year head coach Gregg 
Bonar. 

The 6-fl. 205 pounder 
saw lime at clefcn'.-.ivc end. 

linebacker and tackle 
Robinson was a fiN-team 

all-Buckeye 8 pertormer. 
Tyler. who Is undecided 

upon his college plans. is 1he 

son of Katherine Pith of 

Bellaire. 
DUSTIN SADLOWSKI. 

Shadyside - This former 
Tiger was a two-way stand­

out for Coach Ty Fleming's 

outfit lhe past four ) car:-.. 
The 5-fl- I 0. I 80 pounder 

recorded more than I 6 0 

tackles and ran for I .000 

yards. 
Sadlowski was a two­

time firs1-1eam all-Ohioan 
and two-time all-OVAC 

pick and two-time first­
team all-Ohio and owns 

lhe Shadyside High career 

record for lackles with 
525. 

Along with foolball. 
Sadlowski was also active in 

basketball. concert band and 
JETS. 

Du,;tin. who is the son of 
0,1\e SJdlowsk1 and Cryslal 

Sadlow,ki. plans on auend­

mg Ohm Universi1y-Eas1ern. 
KYLE RADER. Monroe 

Cen1ral - This former 
Seminole contributed both as 
a linebacker and fullback for 

Coach Jay Circosta·s club. 
A!> a linebacker 1his pasl 

season. Rader recorded 90 
tad.:lc.., in nine games and 

had tour sack.... -
The 6-ft. 200 pounder 

v.as all-District. all-PVC. 

all-OYAC and was all­

PYC/OY AC Academic. 
Along wilh athletics. 

Rader was active in Drama 
Club. Thespian Club and 

National Honor Society. 
K vie. who is 1he son of 

Dan· and Angie Rader of 

Lewisville. plans on allend­

ing Mariella College. 
CARL PERKINS. Union 

Local - This former Jel 
was a stud in the middle for 

Coach Mark Cisar this past 
sca,on. 

Perkins recorded 194 

tackles. including 124 solo 
s1ops. 

He also had four sacks. 
four hurries. two forced fum­

ble,. two fumbles recovered 

and eichl 1acklcs for loss. 
The 5-fl- I I. I 80 pounder 

was a first-leam all-Ohioan 

a, well a, first-learn all­

OV AC and all-Times 

Leader. 
Carl. who i, the son of 

Carl Perkins and Donna 

G1esey of Barnesville. i~ 
undecided upon his college 

future. 
MARK MARKAKIS. 

Steubenville This former 
Big Red standout was a key 

contributor the past three 

years for Coach Reno 
Saccoccia • s squad. 

The 5-ft- I I. 205 pounder 
saw time as a linebacker and 

a fullback. He was in on 90 

tackles and led lhe team in 

hurries. 
He had IO tackles for 

loss. 
Markakis was a first-learn 

all-Districl. all-OY AC. all­

Quad Counly. and special 

mention all-Ohio. 
Along wilh football. 

Markakis was active in 

wrestling. baseball and Key 

Club. 
Mark. who is the son of 

Mark and Karen Markakis. 

b planning on attending 

Ohio Dominican University. 
JOHN EARLIWINE. St. 

Clairsville - This former 

Red Devil was nearly 
unblockable for Coach Brett 

McLean's squad this past 
season. 

The 5-fl-9. 200 pounder 

was at middle linebacker and 
also spent time al defensive 

tackle. he also saw lime at 
running back. 

John. who is undecided 

upon his future plans. is lhe 

son of John and Susan 
Earliwine. 

ADAM EAGLESON. 
Meadowbrook This 

defensive end was tough to 

block for the Colts and head 
coach Mitch Bendle. 

The 6-ft-3. 240 pounder 
was a first-team all-ECOL 

and all-OV AC pick and was 

second-learn all-district. 
Adam. who plans on 

attending Marietta College. 

is the son of Joseph and 

Cynthia Eagle,on of 

Byesville. 
ISAAC OMAITS. 

Buckeye Local - This 
Panther was a two-way 

-;tandout for Coach Ron 
Pobolish at defemive end 

and tichl end. 
As- a defensive end. 

Omai1s recorded 50 tackles. 
five sacks. had an intercep­
tion and recovered four fum­

bles. 
Omails was a first-team 

Buckeye 8. Eastern District. 

all-OVAC and all-Times 

Leader. 
Omaits is also a member 

of 1he Panthers· hoop squad 

and serves in his church 

youth group. 
Isaac. who is the son of 

Gene and Margie Omai1s. 

plans on atlcnding West 

Liberty Stale College. 
Stasker can be reached at 

.u1askey@timesfecuiero111ine. 

com 
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Thompson Chooses Ohio Coaches 
Warriors head man 
joined by four of his 
Trail assistants 

B\' SETH ST ASKEY 
Fi,r The Intelligencer 

Steve Mer..:cr (defense). Bill Starr 
and Bruce Stiles (<lcfcnsc). 

Here is a capsule look at the 
coaches: 

RANDY THOMPSON just 
wrapped up hi, !-,e\'t:nth :,CJ:--on as the 
head coach at Buckeye Trail and has 
c-omp1kd a mark of 48-24 during 
that time. Hc·s le<l his Warriors to 
three playoff herth,. 

baseball coach under his l,Oll Rich at 
Union Local and ha~ previously 
served as a footb.dl coach at 
Beallwille anti also worked with jun­
ior high sport~ for the Blue Devils. 

The Beallwllle !!radu.itc \\ a, a 
i,tandout prep pla) ~r ror the 8 l uc 
Devils. playing 011 two OVAC-titlc 
winnmg teams and on lhe first per­
fect team in lkalbville histnrv. Goin!! into laq :,Ca:,on. Rand,· 

Thomp,Zm knc\.\ the kind of team hi's 
Buckeye Trail Warrior, had a chance 
to be. 

Thompson ha, recci,cd La:,tcrn 
Di~tnct Co.1ch or the Year three 
time, (2002. 2006 and 2007). and 
,tfter lhe 2002 \ca,on. he Wa\ named 
As,ociated Pre!-,:, Stale Coach of the 
Year. He·s heen named PVC Coach 
of the Y car I\\ o ,trai!!hl sea:..on:... 

have a 2-year ol<l daughter Kaylee. 
The Davis family resides in Wheel­
in!!. 

Steve. Whll is the !!encral n1ana!!er 
of Doan Ford in Morri,1m1 n. i, m;ir­
ried to Karen and the\' have one son 
anti two !!randchildn:1i. He al:,o looked ahead and :,.1w it 

wa:, the tum in the rotallon for Cla:.., 
2-A to get the opportunit} to coach 
in the 63rd annual Rudy Murnley 
OVAC All-Star Charitv Football 
Cla,'lc. , 

After a perfect I 0-0 regular :--ca­
,on and the OV AC title. Thomp:--on 
and h1, Warrior., ,tafl ,, 111 havc the 
opportunity to .,troll the !--idcline:-- at 
Whcclm!! hland Stadium Sundav. 
Ju Iv 2 7 \\'hen Ohio take:, Oil West 
Virginia in the annual ,ummcr cla,­
!-,lC. 

··r wa:.. reallv excited when we !!0t 
\.\cml th.ii we -\.\-ould be coachin!!-in 
th1:.. g,une:· Thomp,on :--aid. ··we ~had 
to fi!!ure out which coache, we walll­
ed to brm!! and thev arc all lookin!! 
forward to-ll1e opportunity:· -

Thompson came to Old Wa,hing­
ton after ,pcn<lmg 13 years as a top 
aide to Jake OlsaHk) at hi:.. alma 
mater Union Local. Alon!! with foot­
ball. Thomp:..on was ,d~o a highly 
succe"'ful track coach at Union 
Local. carnin!! Eastern Di,trict 
Coach of the Year in I 998. Thomp­
son is a 1970 !!raduate of Union 
Local. and he ient on to earn hi:.. 
bachelor", de!!ree in mathematic:.. 
from Bcthan5°· College and then 
earned a Master"s Degree from Fran­
ciscan Ur11vcr,ity in Steubenville. 

'BRIAN KITTLE has been a rnem 
ber of the Buckeye Trai I Warriors 
staff since his gradua1ion from the 
sL'hool in 200 I. 

Kittle earned his bachelor"-; degree 
from Muskingum College aTter 
wrapping up a .,uccessful prep foot• 
ball and baseball career for the Blue 
and White. 

He wa~ a first-team all-Ohio foot­
b.tll player in 2000 and took part in 
the 200 I OV AC All-Star Cla:--sic. 

RICHARD MERCER join~ the 
Ohio staff via Union Local. The 
long-time Jets as~istant. who spent 
the 2004 season under Thomp~on at 
Trail before returning to hb alma 
mater. will be alon!! the Ohio side-
line this season. -

BILL STARR ha, ,pent the Ia,1 ~O 
ycarl, workmg at 8ud;e,e Trail aml 
ha~ ,pent I 5~~ears co.1chmg football 
- the la,t five a, ,tn J~,1,t:int. 

Starr aho co .. 1ched football and 
:,Oftball .ti Carnbrid!!e High School. 
which l~ hi~ Jlma mater,-He·, also 
coached baseball and \Olleyball dur 
mg hi, teachine career. 

-The I 982- Bobcat:-, !!raduate 
earned hi~ degree from Ta,•lor Uni­
ver~1ty in 1987 where he played 
football. 

Bill and hi, wile Lon h:ne three 
daughters: Le:,he ( 18). Maggie ( I 6} 
and Anme I I 2). The Starrs reside in 
Cambrid!!e. 

BRUCE STILES hal, been a foot ­
ball coach for 24 years .,nd has spent 
21 at his current place of employ­
ment. St. Clairsville Hi!!h School. 

Thompson and his coaching staff 
has been workin!! on the All-Star 
Game ror quite s1n11e time. despite 
the fact that the players and coaches 
don·t rcporl to West Liberty State 
Colle!!e until Julv 20 to bc!!in offi-
cial preparations.. -

Randy has been married to the for­
mc r Cheryl Dymidowski for 32 
years. They reside in Flushing. The 
couple has two children. Capt. Jo~ 
Thompson and Lt. Miranda Thomp­
son. bolh of whom arc members of 
the United States Air Force. 

JASON DAVIS has been a mem­
ber of the Warriors· staff for two sea­
sons after scrvini.: two seasons as a 
!!raduate as~i,tant at Kenl State Uni 
,·ersity. 

Mercer has been coachin!! football 
for a total al I 3 years. ~He also 
coached for two seasons at 
Beallsville High. 

Along with his football responsi­
bilites. Mercer is also the Jets' head 
baseball coach and guided his squad 
to the 2007 OV AC title and a berth 
in the district tournament the past 
two :..easons, He was named Times 
Leader Coach of the Year after the 
2007 campaign. 

Stiles. who served-on the Ohio 
coachin!! staff a season ago_ had 
coached-under Thompson 711 Trail 
before returning to the Red Devils· 
sidel ine. He also coached at Bar­
nesville. --11 was a tough process picking 

the team:· Thornprnn ~aid. ··we 
c .. ilkd coaches. sou!!ht a<lvic.:e and 
now WC can just focus on coaching 
football. We \.\ant to win !his !!ame. 
and that'\ !!oin!! to he our 111ain 
0bJCCt!VC... - -

Thompson w!ll O\ er~ce the 
offcn,c for the Ohio \()Uad. Hi, 
coachin!! ,1aff \\Ill include: Ja,on 
Da\·, , -(<ldcn\l\'C hack:, l wide 
rceci\·er,). Brian Kittle (runnin!! 
bad.,): Rich.ml Mercer (ortcn,c}: 

Davis is a I 992 Meadowbrook 
!!raduatc where he lettered in foot­
ball. haskethall and !rack. He earned 
h1, dei.:rec from Kent State in 1998 
in exercise phy,iology. Along with 
coachin!!. Davi, 1, also a member of 
the Ohi<'> \ alle\ Bo.ird of Basketball 

Mercer and his wife Krissy have 
1wo sons. Brice (9) and Kaden (7). 
The Mercers reside in Belmont. 

The Union Local Hi!!h School 
!!raduate also serves as- the chief 
assistant of the St. Clairsville !!iris· 
basketball team. Alon!! with-that 
assignment. he·s spent iirne on lhe 
track and bovs basketball staffs. 

Otficrak • 

STEVE MERCER has been a 
football coach for 20 years and has 
spent the last four of those seasons 
on the Warriors· coaching staff 

Bruce. wlio graduated from Salem 
College. owns a rnaslcr·s de!!ree 
from the Universitv of Davton. -

Bruce and his {vifc Le'.,lie have a 
son Zak and a daughter Carlee. The 
Stiles· family rcsi<le~, in Hcthesda. 

J.ison and hi\ \.\ itc Stephame have 
been married for eighl years and 

working under Thompson. -
Mercer also serves as an assistant 

Mountaineers Have it Covered 
W. Va. coach adds 
secondary. kicker 
to All-Star lineup 

Bv SETH ST,\SKEY 
F1►r the Ncw-.-Rcgistcr 
The Ohio ofte11,c ha:-. 

dcep-pla) threat\ all o\:er 
the field m1 the flank, wtth 
capable quarterback'. . 

That mean\ the delcn:-1vc 
backfield for the Moun­
taineer, i, !!Oilll! to be a 
\ erv crucial ·c1crncnt lo the 
s4t1a<l and We~t Virginia 
heai.l coach B,J. Depew 
think, IH_,·, got capable 
cover ·people :i°11d un top of 
that he likes his spedul 
team, a, the Mountaineer,; 
and Buckeye~ 1eJHHI to 
camp today to begin prepa­
ra t 1011 s for next week· ., 
63rd annual Rud~ Murnlcy 
OVAC ,\11-Star Charity 
Football Cla\\!C at Wllccl-
111g hland Stadium. 

-~1 1hink we·ve ~ot a good 
group of gu)' curning to 
play in the delemi\e hai;=k­
fic Id. ·· De pew 'illd. 

··wc·re not ,ure on all of 
the :,pot:-. hut we kno\\' 
wc·ve !!0l ,omc athletic. 
quick guy\ who can cover. 
~o we're excited about get 
ting them into camp ,ind 
seeing what they arc capa 
ble of.·' 

Set to handle the dcfcn­
:..ive backfield and serve in 
a ~pecialtie, capacity arc 
the following player, : 
David Richmond (Br-;hop 
Donahue). Jacob Lohri 
(Tyler). Dustin Hawkins 
(Cameron). Jmh Frankm 
(Brooke) and Michael 
Duplaga (Wheeling Cen 
tral). 

Here is a capsule look at 
the players: 

DaYid Richmond 
Bishop Donahue 

' ~....,., 
Duplaga Lohri Richmond 

Thi~ former 8 ,~hop did a back. carrying the ball for 
lit!le bit of everything for 1.732 yards and 22 scores. 
Coach John Durdine\· He also had 132 receiving 
,quad la\t seaMltl. vard\. 

The 5-foot-11. 180- - Lohri was a first-team all­
pounder led the Bishops in state pick. all-OV AC. All ­
al I purpose yardi. with Valley and all-Parkersburg 
I .409 and he led the team News-Sentinel team. 
with I 06 point:,. As a Jacob. who plans on 
defender. he had 152 tack- attending West Virginia 
le, to kad the te.im. he University. is the son of 
,11,o had two ,ac.:ks and an Mary Lohri and the late 
interception. Eric Lohri. 

He wa~ a second -team Dustin Hawkins 
all-,tate pick. but a first- Cameron 
team all UY AC. all-Ma~on This former Dragon was a 
Dixon. all-River Valley two-way standout for 
and t\11 Vallev. He took Coach Jim Ro!!ers· team. 
part in la,t mo 11th·~ North- The 5-fl- I I.-, 7 5 pounder 
South Game. threw for 69 3 yards and 

He al\o took part in track four touchdown~ as a quar­
,_md wrc~tling for Donahue. terback and he aho ran for 

Away from athletic,. 493 vards and two score~. 
Richmond is a standout Ill He was also a defensive 
the cla:--:,room. standout with 19 ~olo tack­
He • s a member of the !es and 22 assish from hill 
National Honor Society defen-;ive back spot. 
and volunteer:-- for several He was a fir:,t-team all­
organirntiO!l), throughout OVAC and Ma-;on-Dixon 
the community. pick. but a :--ccond- team 

David. who plan:.. on all-River Valley. 
attending West Liberty Alon!! with footbal I. 
State Colle!!e. is the ),011 of Hawkins played basketball 
Lou and Debbie Richmond and baseball for the Drag-
of Glen Dale. om,. 

.Jacob Lohri A way from athletic:-.. he 
Tvlcr Consolidated was active 111 National 

Thi~ former Silver Knight Honor Soc1etv. Future 
wore a lot of hat:.. this past Farmers of America. 4-H 
season for head coach Rob and served as h1:,, :..en1or 
Caldwell. class president. . 

The 5-8, I Ml-pounder Dustin. who is the son of 
was a standout at running Gerald and Julie Hawkins 

of Cameron. plans on 
attending West Liberty. 

Josh Frankos 
Brooke 

This former Bruin saw 
action al a bevy of posi­
tions for Coach Dave Reit­
ter·s club last fall. 

The 6-0. 185-pounder 
saw time at quarterback. 
wide receiver and defen­
sive back. making him a 
versatile pick for the 
Mountaineers. 

Frankos was a member of 
the Weir High 2005 state 
championship team before 
coming to the Bruins. 
He was also an all-Ameri­
can Scholar and listed 
among Who's Who for ath­
letics. 

Along with athletics. he' s 
the president of the biology 
club and a member of the 
ARLE Club. 

Josh. who plans on 
attending Westminster 
College in Pennsylvania. is 
the son of Mike and Treva 
Franko~ of Weirton. 

Michael Duplaga 
Wheeling Central 

Thi!> former Maroon 
Knight was a viable 
weapon with hi!> foot for 
head coach Mike Young. 

The 5-7, ISO-pounder 
wa~ a second-team all-state 
pick after converting 79 
PA Ts and three field goals 
as a senior. He had I 53 
points all told in his two 
seasons doing the kicking. 

He was also the only 
kicker mentioned on the 
all-OV AC squad. 

Along with a_thletic~, 
Duplaoa is the vice presi­
dent of his class and volun­
teers with Peer Ministry at 
the I 8th Street Center. 

Michael. who plans on 
attending West Liberty. is 
the son of Mike and Alyssa 
Duplaga. 



W. Va. Backfield is Talented 
Mountaineers 
roster loaded at 
skill positions 

Hy SETH ST ASKEY 
For the Intelligencer 

With the rosters and coach­
ing staffs announced. We~t 
Virginia head ~oach B.J. 
Depew began i.ortmg some of 
his players into po'iitional 
group-;. 

Depew has announced his 
b:u.:kt icld candidates for the 
63rd annual Rudy Mumley 
OVAC ,\II Star Charity Foot 
ball Classic which is set for 
July 27 at Wheeling Island 
Stadium. 

"We want to be able to 
.. ,pread the field and distribute 
the ball to our weapons.·· 
Depew said. "We think we've 
got a sol id p.iir of quarter­
backs and a nice mixture of 
speed and power at the run­
nm" back .spot ... 

Slated to battle in camp for 
the startin,g quarterback job 
are Wheeling Central's Alex 
l\:lcdmtlc ,md Bishop Don­
ahue·s Michael Angalich. 

"'Alex and Michael should 
complement each other well." 
Depew said. "Alex is more of 
the all-purpose quarterback. 
while Michael is more of a 
passer and that's how we 
intend to use him:· 

At the running back spot. 
Depew has opted to go with 
Brooke's Scott Victorio. 
Wheeling Central's Chris 
Martin. \Veirton Madonna's 
John McCune. Valley·s 
Haden Kocher and Linsly' s 
Chidozie Oparanozie. 

"We've got speed guys and 
a couple of power guys.·· 
Depew said of his running 
back collection. "We hope to 
ulili1.i: thl' speed or our backs 
to open up some things for 
utl11:r skill guys. including 
Alex to use his deception 
when he's in the game . ., 

Here is a capsule look at the 
players who returned their bio 
sheeL~: 

MICHAEL ANGALICH. 
Bishop Donahue - This for­
mer Bishops signal caller was 
one or the main reasons in the 
Donahue turnaround. 

He finished his prep career 
with 5.074 passing yards and 

F'.?.ruECT 

Angalich Martin 

48 touchdown passes. He 
threw tor 1.942 yarch and 24 
scores this past se,1son. while 
completing nearly 68 percent 
of his throws. 

The 6•foot 2. 185 pounder 
wa:-, recogni7ed for hi~ tine 
season as~ a ,ctond team all 
state pick. captain or the All 
Valley team. fin,t team all 
OV AC. fm,t team Mason 
Dixon. fiN-team River Valley 
and was named Elks and 
WTRF Athlete of the Month 
and Week. re,pectively. 

Angalich is also active as a 
student. He's a member of the 
National Honor Society. 
Mamot Youth Group. He also 
volunteers at the 18th Street 
Center ,,nd \\ i th Spcdal 
Olympics. He also -;cn',;s as a 
church altar server. 

Michael - who is the son 
of Dan and Kim Angalich of 
Glen Dale - plans on attend­
ing West Virginia Wesleyan 
where he intends to play foot­
ball. 

HADEN KOCHER. Valley 
- This former Lumberjack 
was one of the most versatile 
players for his father and then­
Va II ey head coach John 
Kocher. 

The 6-3. 150 pounder ran 
tor 702 yards on 122 cmTies 
and scored I O touchdowns. 
He also made eight catches for 
I 86 yards and t'i.vo scores this 
past season. As a defensive 
ace. he recorded three inter­
ceptions and recovered two 
fumbles. 

Kocher's fine season was 
recognized us he was an hon­
orable mention all-state pick. 
He was also first- team all ­
OV AC and all-Mason Dixon. 

Along with football. 
Kocher was a standout in 
track :md field and basketball. 

Haden - who plans on 
attending West Virginia Uni­
versity :_ is the S(Til of John 
and Debbie Kocher of Pinc 

,_ 
~~, 

McCune Oparanozie Victorio 

Grove. 
CHRIS MARTIN. Wheel­

ing Central - This former 
~aroon Knight wa,; a key cog 
111 Wheeling Central's captur­
ing of yet another West Vir­
ginia Class A state champi­
onship under head coach Mike 
Young. 

The 6-0. 175 pounder wa~ 
a running back for the Maroon 
Knights and accumulated 
1.500 yards and scored 30 
touchdowns. All told. he fin• 
ished his season with 204 
points and averaged 11 yards 
per carry. while scoring once 
every four times he touched 
the ball. 

Martin's fine season earned 
him fir~t- tcam all-state. AII­
OV AC. All-Valley and team 
Offensive Player of the Year. 

Martin also gets it done in 
the classroom where he was a 
Promise Scholar and takes 
part in Peer Ministry and Stu­
dent Aide. He's also been 
involved in community serv­
ice drives. 

Martin also claimed two 
state track titles this past 
spring in helping the Maroon 
Knights earn the team title. 

Chris - who plans on 
attending West Virninia Uni­
versity fo play football - is 
the son of Tim and Jan Martin 
of Triadelphia. 

JOHN McCUNE. Weirton 
Madonna - This two-way 
standout was a key cog in 
recent success of the Blue 
Dons under head coach Bob 
Kramer. 

McCune - a 5-1 I. I 7 5 
pounder - was a solid run­
ning back and linebacker for 
the Blue Dons. 

His football prowess earned 
him first•team all•statc this 
past season. He was twice 
named first-team AII-OV AC 
and was a member of the All­
Valley and All-Mason-Dixon 
teams en route to earning 

three letters. 
McCune was also a stand­

out in the classroom and also 
played basketball for the Blue 
Dons. 

John - who plans on 
attending We-;t Virginia Uni­
versity in the fall - is the son 
of Tim and Debr.i McCune of 
Weirton. 

ALEX PELECHUTTE . 
Wheeling Central - There·s 
no better way to describe this 
former Maroon Knight than as 
a consummate winner. He 
won at everything he did. 
including leading Wheeling 
Central to three state champi­
onships as a quarterback and 
also an astounding 38-4 
record a~ the quarterback. 

The 6-2. l 93 pounder Wa\ 
an affective runner and passer 
under Young's direction. He 
threw for 1.335 yards and 20 
scores. He added I 3 touch­
downs and 740 yards on the 
ground this past season. He 
also got it done as a defensive 
back-with three interceptions 
and 21 solo tackles. 

Pelechutte was a two-time 
first-team all-state player. 
earning captain a~ a senior. He 
was also a two-time All-Val• 
fey and AII-OV AC first-team­
er was one of the five tinalists 
for the Big 22 Player of the 
Year Award. He received the 
Dapper Dan·s Upper Ohio 
Valley Male Athlete of the 
Year honor. 

Along with football. 
Pelechutte also helped lead the 
Maroon Knights to the Class 
A state basketball champi­
onship and also the inaugural 
OVAC Basketball Tourna­
ment title. 

Awav from athletics. 
Pclechulle is active in Peer 
Ministry and GUTS. 

Alex - who's been invited 
to walk on at WVU - is the 
son of Paul and Nancv 
Pelechutte of Wheeling. , 
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Ohio names secondary, kicker 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Having guys who can cover ts 
big and having a capable kicker i~ 
big in an all-star game. 

Ohio head coach Randy 
Thompson thinks he's got both a!> 
he and the Ohio coaching staff pre­
pare to report to training camp 
Sunday for the 63rd annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All -Star Charity 
Football Classic. which is slated 
for next Sunda) at Wheeling Island 

Stadium. 
··we·vc got a bunch of optiom 

for guys we can u~e in the ~econd• 
ary.'' Thomp-;on !,aid. "We are 
lookmg forward to getting them 
into camp and !,eeing who fit\ 
together the be!,t," 

Slated to handle the defen,1ve 
backfield duties are: Anthony 
Vincent (St. Clairsville). Brandon 
Hunter (Toronto). Ste\ e Bero\ 
(Buckeye Trail). Cory John!>on 
(Ed1,on) and Martins Ferry·, 
Herman Timmer~jo is slated lo 

handle the Ohio kicking dutic,. 
Here i!, a capsule ~look ,ll the 

players: 

ANTHONY VINCENT. S t, 
Clair!,\ ilk - Thi-.. Red De\'II cl1d 
i t on both -.1de, of the ball for 
Coad1 Brett McLean·, squad the 
pa,t ,e\·eral ,eason-... 

V incent wa:-. the Red Dc\'lb • 
quarterback this sea,on. accmmtmg 
for near!) 2.000 yard, o f tot,11 
otleme, He \\ as al-..o a fou.:e in the 
defensive backfield. 

Hi, fine ,cason earned him ,cc 
ond-team all Ohio. all-O\' AC. all 
Valley. al l Rud.eye 8 :utd all 
Times Leader. 

Anthony. \\ hn 1-; the ,on of Joey 
Vincent and Michel le Vincent. 
plan, on attending Walsh 
t ini \'Cr',lt}', 

BRANDON HUNTER. Torontn 
- 1 hi, former Red Knight did a 

11ttk bit or e, Cl ythmg for Coach 
Hri,111 Conndl\ ·.., team hl\l ~cason. 

1-k tan for' 1.0 78 yard!, and 10 
tom:-htlo,, n, and made 73 tackles as 
.1 defender. ,plitt1ng t1111c between 
lincb,tckcr and di:fcn\i\'e back. 

See, OHIO, Page 02 

e Ohio------------------
continued from Page D1 

Hunter wa, a first -team all-di,tnct. 
all-Quad County. all-OV AC selection 
and earned special mention all-Ohio, 

Alon!!. wi1h roothall. lluntcr tool,. 
part in t1~1ck .ind Key Cluh. 

Brnndon. who i~ the son of Charil'!, 
Hunter and Cheryl Hunter of ·1 nninto. 
plan, on attending i'vl11ski11gu111 
College. 

s·11:vE BEROS. Buckeye Trail -
Thi~ Warrior wa~ just that ror 
Thomp,on·, squad thi, past -..ea'ion. 

The 5-fl- I 0. I 7 5 pounder ran for 
I .187 vnrd, and 1 I touchdowns. I k 
also ha~I 35 tackle!, and fi\c intercep­
tion, .1, a dcfc11,ivc back, 

I le wa, a set·oml- tcam a11 .. O11io,1n 
after bcin!! named fir~Hea111 di qricl. 
all-OVAC~all-l'VC and all -Valle\'. 

/\long with football. Berns i'i 11lso a 
st:111do11t in lhc das,room a, C\'idcn~·cd 

by his induction to the National Honor 
Society. He al'io played baseball for the 
Warriors. 

Steve. who is undecided about his 
collegiate plans. i, the son of John and 
.lane Berm of Scnccu\ ille, 

CORY JOHNSON. Edison - This 
lormer Wildcat wa, a versatile player 
for Coach Mike Ml·Kenzie's squad the 
pa,t several seasons 

i\s a linebacker. the 6-ft-2, 220 
pounder recorded 89 tackles. two inter­
ception,. two fumhle recoveries and 
l"i\e ,acks. Hc"s al,;o made a name for 
himself a,; a long -;napper and plans to 
do that chore at the Univers i ty of 
11011,ton in the foll. 

Johnson \\ as ahu a member of the 
\Vi Ideal\· track team and was also a 
member of the Ski Club, 

Cory . \\ ho is the son of Ray and 

Leigh Johnson, resides in 
Bloomingdale. 

HERMAN TIMMERSJO. Martins 
Ferry - This exchange student had 
never kicked a football before showing 
up in the Land of the Purple for Coach 
Dave Bruney. 

The 6-ft-5. 235 pounder was good 
on 26-of-28 PAT tries and also had 
three field goals. including a long of 42 
yards. 

He was a first-team all-district and 
all-Buckeye 8 selection. 
He was also honorable mention all­
Ohio. 

T immcrsj o was a 14-year soccer 
player in his home country of Sweden. 

Herman is the son of Rune and 
Marie Timmersjo and his host family 
in Martins Ferry is Keith and Carol 
Sommer. 



w 
C -en z -

c.o 
0 

---"E 
ro 
0 
.0 
Q) ... 
8 

Cf) 

u, 
m 
C 

• -.r. 
I"\ . ..:. 

z-= 
of- C\l 

CJ 
~ Cl> 

::c 0) 
V Ci! 

u= n. --= 
~ :-= 

~ ~ 

.. r\ C 

.r. - I"\ 3: '- --
'.;.> 0.. Qi 
E< C Cl> 
~~.c Cf) 

~ 
~ 

c:l 

• w.va.-------
Continued from Page C1 

former Bishop did a little bit of everything for Coach hlhn 
Durdines· squad last season. The 5-ft-11. 180 pounder led the Hishops in all-purpose yards with 1.409 and he led the team with I 06 points. As a defender. he had 15 2 tackles to lead the team. he also had 
two sacks and an interception. He was a second-team all-state pick. but a tirs1-1ea111 all-OV AC. all-Mason Dixon. all-River Valley and all-Valley. He took part in last month' s North-South Ga111e. He also took part in track and wrestling for Donahue. Away from athletics. Richmond is a standout in the classroom. He's a member of the National Honor Society and volunteers for several organizations throughout the 
community. David. who plans on attending West Liberty State Colleue. is the son of Lou and Debbie Richmond of Glen 
Dale.-JACOB LOHR!. Tyler Consolidated - This former Silver Knight wore a lot of hats this past season for head 
coach Rob Caldwell. The 5-ft-8. 160 pounder was a standout at running bad,. carrying the ball for 1.732 yards and 22 scores. He also had 
132 receiving yards. Lohri was a first-team all-state pick. al\-OV ,\C. .ill-Valley and all-Parkersburg News-Sentinel team. Jacob. who plans on attending West Virginia University. is the son of Mary Lohri and the late Eric Lohri. DUSTIN HAWKINS. Cameron - This former Dragon was a two-way standout for Coach Jim Rogers· 1cam. -The 5-ft-11. 175 pounder threw for 693 yards and four touchdowns as a quarterback and he also ran for 493 yards and two scores. He was also a defensive standout with 19 solo tackles and 22 assists from his defensive back spot. He was a first-team a\1-OV AC and Mason-Dixon pick. 
but a second-team all-River Valley. Along with football. Hawkins played hasli.ctball and 
baseball for the l)rm!ons. Away from athletics. he was active in National Honor Society. Future Farmers of America. 4-H and served as his 
senior class president. Dustin. who is the son of Gerald and Julie Hawkins of Cameron, plans on attending West Liberty. JOSH FRANKOS. Brooke - This former Bruin saw action at a bevy of positions for Coach Dave Reiller's club 
last fall. The 6-ft. 185 pounder saw time at quarterback. wide receiver and defensive back. making him a versatile pick for 
the Mountaineers. Frankos was a member of the Weir Hil!h 2005 state championship team before coming to the Bruins. He was also an all-American Scholar and listed amon!! Who's Who 
for athletics. -Along with athletics. he ·s the president of the biology 
club and a member of the ARLE Club. Josh. who plans on anending Westminster College in Pennsylvania. is the son of Mike and Treva Frankos of 
Weirton. MICHAEL DUPLAGA. Wheeling Central - This for-mer Maroon Knight was a viable weapon with his foot for 
head coach Mike Young. The 5-ft-7. 150 pounder was a second-team all-state pick after converting 79 PATs and three field goals as a senior. He had 153 points all told in his two seasons doing the 
kicking. He -was also the only kicker metioned on the all-OVAC 
squad. Along with athletics. Duplaga is the vice president of his class and volunteers with Peer Ministrv at the 18th Street 
Center. • Michael. who plans on attending West Liberty. is the son 
of Mike and Alyssa Duplaga. 

swsker can /Je reached al 
sswskey@time.Ileaderm1/i11e.c<>111 
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Ohio 
Finalizes 
Roster 
Thompson selects 
defensive backs, 
specialists for team 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 
Having guy~ who can 

cover is big and having a 
capable kicker is too in an 
all star game. 

Coach Randy Thompson 
thinks he·s got both a,; he 
and the OhlO coaching staff 
prepare to report to training 
camp today for the 63rd 
annual Rudy Mumlcy 
OV AC All-Star Charity 
Football Classic. which is 
slated for next Sunday at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

"We"ve got a bunch of 
options for guys we can use 
in the secondary.·· Thomp­
son said. "We are looking 
forward 10 getting them into 
camp and seeing who fit-; 
together the best.·· 
Slated to handle the def en 

sive backfield duties are: 
Anthony Vincent (St. 
Clairsville). Brandon 
Hunter (Toronto). Steve 
Beros (Bu<.:keyc Trail). 
Cory Johnson (Edison) and 
Martins Ferry's Herman 
Timmersjo is slated to han­
dle the Ohio kicking duties. 

Here is a capsule look at 
the player~: 

Anthony Vincent 
St. Clairsville 

This Red Devil did 1t on 
both sides of the ba 11 for 
Coach Brett McLean·s 
squad the past several sea­
sons. 

Vincent was the Red Dev­
ils" quarterback thb season. 
accounting for nearly 2.000 
yards of total offense. He 
was also a force in the 
defem,ive backfield. 

His fine season earned him 
second-team all-Ohio. all 
OVAC. All - Valley. all ­
Buckeye 8 and all-Times 
Leader. 
Anthony. who is the son of 

Joey Vincent and Mi<.:helle 
Vincent. plans on attending 
Walsh University. 

Brandon Hunter 
Toronto 

This former Red Knight 
did a little bit of everything 
for Coach Brian Connelly·s 
team last season. 

He ran for I .078 yards 
and IO touchdowns and 
made 73 tackles as a 
defender. splitting time 
between linebacker and 
defensive back. 

Hunter was a first-team 
all-district. all-Quad Coun­
ty. all-OV AC selection and 
earned special mention all­
Ohio. 

Along with football. 
Hunter took part in track 
and Key Club. 

Brandon. who is the son of 
Charles Hunter and Cheryl 
Hunter of Toronto. plans on 

Beros Hunter 

.Johnson Vincent 

attending Muskingum Col ­
lege. 

Steve Heros 
Huckeye Trail 

Thi,; Warrior wa<; just that 
for Thompson·s l>quad thb 
past season. 

The 5-foot- Io. I 7 5-
pounder ran for 1.187 yards 
and I I touchdowns. He 
also had 35 tuckles and five 
interceptions as a defensive 
back. 

He was a second-team all­
Ohioan after being named 
fir~t-team district. all­
OVAC. all-PVC and All- • 
Vallev. 

Alo11g with football. Beros 
i, also a qandout in the 
da-;-;roorn a, evidenced by 
his 111duct1on to the Nation­
al Honor Sm:ietv. He abo 
played basebail for the 
Warriors. 

Steve. who i~ undecided 
about his collegiate plans. is 
the son of John and Jane 
Beros of Senecaville. 

Cory Johnson 
Edison 

This former Wildcat was a 
versatile player for Coach 
Mike McKenzic"s squad the 
past several seasons. 

As a linebacker. the 6-2. 
220-pounder recorded 89 
tackles. two mterception,. 
two fumble recoveries and 
five sacks. 

He"s also made a name for 
himself as· a long ~napper 
and plan-; to do that chore at 
the University of Hciuston 
in the fall. 

Johnson was abo a mem­
ber of the Wildcats· track 
team and was also a mem­
ber of the Ski Club. 

Cory. who is the son of 
Ray and Leigh Johnson. 
resides in Bloomingdale. 

Herman Timmersjo 
This exchange student had 

never kicked a football 
before showing up in the 
Land of the Purple for 
Coach Dave Bruney. 
The 6-5. 235-pounder was 

good on 26 of 28 PAT tries 
and also had three field 
goals. including. a long of 
42 yards. ~ ~ 

He was a first-team all­
district and all-Buckeye 8 
selection. He was also hon­
orable mention all-Ohio. 

Timmersjo was a 14-year 
soccer player in his home 
country of Sweden. 

Herman is the son of Rune 
and Marie Timmersjo and 
his host family in Martin!-> 
Ferry is Keith and Caro! 
Sommer. 

One Lengthy Trip 
Ohio kicker endures 
18-hour plane ride to 
play in All-Star game 

Bv RICK THORP 
• Staff Writer 

While some player:, participating in 
Sunday's Rudy Mumle;, OVAC All­
Star Charity Football Classic had to 
drive. at the most. an hour to !?et 10 
training camp at West Liberty ~State 
College_ their excursions arc nothing 
compared to the one Herman Timmer': 
sjo made. 
• Timmersjo. the Ohio kicker rcprc­

;.c1Hing Martins Ferry High School. 
endured nearly 18 hour" of flight time 
to get here from Sweden. ~ 

Now that"s a road trip! 
Timmer"jo spent the 2007-08 

school year a!-, an exchange student 
with Keith and Carol S0111mcr and 
tl,eir family in Martin, Ferry. and 
played for Coach Dave Bruney"s Pur 

Trip 
(Continued from Page 17) 

Not bad for a young man 
who hadn't even touched an 
American football before 
arriving from Europe. In fact, 
he hadn't even seen a game 
before. 

"I played (the video game) 
Madden a few tunes (back 
home)," he said. " I kind of 
learned the basic rules (about 
American football) there.'· 

Timmersjo's journey from 
his hometown, located in the 
southern part of Sweden, to 
the Ohio Valley started via a 
relative's trip to the United 
States. 

" My cousin was here (as 
an ex.change student) about 
seven years ago,'' he 
explained. "He told me about 
his trip here and it sounded 
really exciting. 

" I also wanted to come 
here to improve my Eng­
lish." 

When he discovered he 
would be coming to Martins 
Ferry he didn"t know much 
about the community. 

"l knew where Ohio 
was," Timmersjo said. "I 
knew it was on the river. I 
looked it up on Google 
Earth. " 

During his first days in 
Belmont County, Timmersjo 

pie Riders. 
And as part or a two-week stav in 

the Ohio Valley. he is participating in 
the 63rd annual ,ummcr Jll-,tar game. 
He -;~ud the conte,t 1, the mam 1~a~on 
he returned. 

• 'l"vc rcall\' been ~ -' 
impre,,ed b-\ 1t... i I 
Timmersjo ,:1id of v-
the ~ti I-star festiv1~ics f •• . 
during a practice 
break Tuesday at .~ 
WLSC. ··J'm really ' • 
excited bv the game 
and all the acti\·ities 
that are 0 oina on. 
It\ aweso~1e.··~ Timmersjo 

Timmersjo. the 
son of Rune and Marie Timmersjo. was 
selected to be the Bu<.:keye" • kicker 
ba.'.>cd on the excellent season he had 
last fall. He was 26 of 28 on extra-point 
auempts and made three field !.!Oals. the 
longest coming from 42 yards.-

P/eaw See TRIP. Page IN 

visited a Martin& Ferry prac­
tice with an acquaintance 
who was on the team. And it 
didn't take Bruney long to 
discover he had found a gem. 

"I told them l played soc­
cer and they wanted me to 
kick the ball a little bit," 
Timmersjo recalled. "Coach 
Bruney was with me and he 
thought I was good, I guess." 

Actual ly, Timmersjo dis­
covered he was a natural. 

"I was hitting like 50-yard 
field goals during my first 
practice," Timmersjo said. 

Soon, Timmersjo was 
kicking the pigskin before 
large crowds at Purple Rider 
Stadium. He especia lly 
enjoyed the team's opener 
last fall and was enthralled 
with how folks in Ohio Val­
ley worship high school foot­
ball. 

• 'The first game was 
great,'' he said. "There were 
a lot of people there. It was 
the I 00th anniversary cele­
bration. It was packed.·' 

After Sunday's game, 
Timmersjo will return to 
Sweden, where he still has 
one year of school remaining. 

In the future, he hopes to 
embark on a career in either 
history or international busi­
ness. 
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Ohio sets backfield for OVAC Classic 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

The Ohio ),quad for the 63rd 

annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All­

Star Chant} Football Classic ha<; 

all-Ohioans all over the place when 
you look up and do\\ n the com­

plete roster. 
That leads to a good problem 

for Buckeye" and Buckeye Trail 

head coach Randy Thompson who 
began sorting through this players 

today as he announces his quarter­

bacl-s and running backs for the 
annual summer classic. which is 

slated for Sunday . July 27 at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

--11 ·s a matter of us doing a good 

job of evaluating and getting the 
kids in the right spots once we get 

them into camp.'' Thompson 

offered. "We want to keep things 

simple and let the kids execute 
what they know how to do.'' 

Thompson and the Ohio staff 
have no fewer than four quarter­

back~ on the roster. but it'll be a 

three-way battle in camp. Slated to 

lock horns for playing time under 
center at Shadyside·., Billy 

Merryman. Harrison Centrnl's 

Robbie Davia and Buckeye Trait's 

Brock Davis. 

quarterbaci-., 111 terms of numbers 

and win'> Coach Ty Fleming's pro­
gram ·sever .. ccn. 

Central - This signal caller 

played a major role in the turn­
around of Huskies football due to 

hi'i three-year stay under head 

coach Justin Kropl-a. 

son of Randy and Kim Davia of 

Cadiz. 

The 5-ft- 1 <I. 150 pounder threw 
for 6.140 , ards and 66 touch 
down:-. duri11!! l11s career and led h1~ 

team to a 32-8 mark. including a 

Division VI ~ute runner up finbh 
in 2006. 

The 6-ft-2. 200 pounder fin­

ished his prep career with 4. 762 

yards and 46 touchdown passes. 

He abo ran for 13 scores and 732 
yards. This past fall. Davia put up 

1.091 yards and threw for 14 

touchdowns. 

BROCK l>,\ YlS, Buckeye 
Trail - This two-way standout 

was the leader of the highly-suc­

cessful and potelll Warrior offense 
from the quanerback spot. 

The running bacb could be by 
committee with the likes of Troy 

Starr (River). Justin Kaufmann 
(Steubenville Catholic) and Joey 

Wheeler (Shenandoah) leading the 
way entering camp. 

.. We've got a lot of guy'> we 

think are capable of running the 

ball and that's not by accident." 

Thompson said. "We feel we' ve 

got a really nice group of runner'>." 
Here is a capsule look at the 

players: 
BILLY MERRYMAN, 

Shadyside - This ex-Shadyside 

Tiger was one of the most prolific 

Merrym,111 ·s senior sea~on 
earned him ,c,ond-team all Ohio. 

first-team all -OVAC. all Times 

Leader and first-team Ea,tern 

District. 
Along with football. Merryman 

was also a ,1.111dout for the Tigers· 

basketball and baseball team~. win­
ning OV AC Illies in both ol those 

-;ports as well. 
Billy - who is the son of Tim 

and Sharon Merrym.111 of 

Shadyside plans on attending 
either Ohio Univers1ty•Eastern or 

The Ohio State University. 
ROBBIE DA VIA, Harrison 

Davis was a first-team all­
District. honorable mention all­

Ohio. all-Times Leader. all­
Bucke)e 8 and all-OVAC this past 

season. He also took part in last 
month 's North-South All -Star 

Game. 
During hi'i high school career. 

Davia wa~ aho a standout in base­

ball and lettered in basketball. He 
took part in 1-'FA as well. 

Robbie - who is still undecid­
ed on his collegiate plans - is the 

Davis passed for 1.727 yards 

and I 4 touchdowns last season. He 
also ran for I I touchdowns and 

had 35 tackles and five intercep­

tions from his defensive back spot. 
The 5-ft-1 I. I 80 pounder was a 

first-team all-Ohioan and was first­

team all-Eastern District and first­
team all-OVAC as well as a Big 

22 finalist. 
Davis was also a standout in 

track and basketball. 
Brock - who is the son of 

Jeffrey and Patricia Davis of 

Salesville - plans on attending 
Marietta or Muskingum College. 

See, OHIO, Page C3 
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Continued from Page D1 

Athlete of the Month and Weck, respectively. 
Angalich is also active as a student. He's a member of 

the National Honor Society, Mamol Youth Group. He also 
volunteers at the 18th Street Center and with Special 
Olympics. He also serves as a church altar server. 

Michael - who is the son of Dan and Kim Angalich of 
Glen Dale - plans on attendng West Virginia Wesleyan 
where he intends to play football. 

HADEN KOCHER. Valley - This former Lumberj ack 
was one of the most versatile players for his father and then 
Valley head coach John Kocher. 

The 6-ft-3 . 150 pounder ran for 702 yards on 122 car­
ries and scored IO touchdowns. He also made eight catches 
for 186 yards and two scores this past season. As a defen­
sive ace, he recorded three interceptions and recovered two 
fumbles. 

Kocher's fine season was recognized as he wa~ an hon­
orable mention all-state pick. He was also first-team all­
OV AC and all-Mason Dixon. 

Along with football. Kocher was a standout in track and 
field and basketball. 

Haden who plans on attending West Virginia 
University - is the son of John and Debbie Kocher of Pine 
Grove. 

CHRIS MARTIN. Wheeling Central - This former 
Maroon Knight was a key cog in the Knights' capturing of 
yet another West Virginia Class A state championship 
under head coach Mike Young. 

The 6-ft. I 7 5 pounder was a running back for the 
Knights and accumulated I .500 yards and scored 30 touch 
downs. All ~old. he finished his season with 204 points and 
averaged 11 yards per carry. while scoring once every four 
times he touched the ball. 

Martin's fine season earned him first-team all-slate, all­
OVAC. all-Valley and team offensive player of the year. 

Marlin also gets it done in the classroom where he was a 
Promise Scholar and takes part in Peer Ministry and 
Student Aide. He's also been involved in community serv­
ice drives. 

Martin also claimed two state track titles this past spring 
in helping the Knights earn the team title. 

Chris - who plans on allending West Virginia 
University to play football - is the son of Tim and Jan 
Martin of Triadelophia. 

JOHN McCUNE, Weirton Madonna " This two-way 
standout was a key cog in recent success of the Blue Dons 
under head coach Bob Kramer. 

McCune - a 5-ft- I I, 175 pounder - was a solid run­
ning back and linebacker for the Blue Dons. 

His football prowess earned him first-team all-state this 
past season. He was twice named first-team all-OV AC and 
was a member of the all-Valley and all-Mason-Dixon teams 
en route to earning three letters. 

McCune was also a standout in the classroom and also 
played basketball for the Blue Dons. 

John - who plans on attending West Virginia 
University in the fall - Is the son of Tim and Debra 
McCune of Wei11on. 

ALEX PELECHUTTE. Wheeling Central - There's no 
better way to describe this former Knight than as a consu­
mate winner. He won at everything he did. including lead­
ing the Knights to three state championship as a quarter­
back and also an astounding 38-4 record as the. quarter­
back. 

The 6-ft-2. 193 pounder was an affective runner and 
passer under Young's direction. He threw for 1.335 yards 
and 20 scores. He added l 3 touchdowns and 740 yards on 
the ground thb past season. He also got il done as a defn­
sive back with three interceptions and 2 I solo tackles. 

Pelechutte was a two-lime first-team all-state player. 
earning captamcy as a senior. He was also a two-time all­
Valley and all-OV AC first-teamer was one of the five final­
ists for the Big 22 Player of the Year Award. He received 
the Dapper Dan's Upper Ohio Valley Male Athlete of the 
Year honor. 

Along with football. Pelechuttc also helped lead the 
Maroon Knights to the Class A state basketball champi­
onship and also the inaugural OV AC Basketball 
Tournament title. 

Away from athletics. Pelechutte i~ active in Peer 
Ministry and GUTS. 

Alex - who's been invited lo walk-on at WVU - i~ 
the son of Paul and Nancy Pclcchutte of Wheeling. 

Sta.\/.:.ey ca11 be reached at 

sstaskey@ii111esleadero11/111e.co111 
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Ohio Staff Finalizes Roster 
Deep Buck~) es· 
lineup boasts nine 
All-Ohio members 

By SETH STASKEY 
For the News-Register 
There .ire difficult ta~ks 

each vcar when it comes to 
pi.eking the Ohio Roster for 
the annual Rudy Mumley 
OV ,\C All-Star Charitv 
Classic. ' 

Then there·, what Buc!.,.­
cye Trail and 2008 Ohio 
head coach Randy Thomp­
son and company went 
through this year. 

Faced with only 33 ro,­
ter ~pots and numcrou<, 
more po,sihilities than were 
allo\\ed. the W,1rrior1-' and 
now Ohio br.1ss put togeth­
er a roster. which lcature'> 
no fcwn than nine all­
Ohio,111, and ,<.·,era! other, 
who wen: all-district play­
ers. 

.. There was a 1111:thod to 
our apprnad1 of picking thl' 
players.·· ·1 hompson s,1itl. 
• ·we went through the rec­
ommendations ·of the 
coaches. met as a stall and 
tried to sort out what we 
needctl 10 I 11 us lhc best. 
Unfortunately. not e,ery­
onc b going. to be happy." 

/\nd ,, hilc ~omc were left 
oft. the Ohio ,quad bnasts 
reprcsent,ItIvc, lrom 21 dil­
lerent schools f1 om 
throughout the area and 
Thom'iison is impressed 
with not only the playets 
hc·s got :-.ct to report to 
camp next month. but the 
type, of people he',; got 
rv1dv to t:o. 

··in t;1h-.int! lo all of their 
coaLllc~. \\-CO\ c !.!01 !!OOd 
:-,tudcnts and good ~pen1,k a~ 
well as good pl.iycr:-,," 
Thomp,;on cxplained. 
• 'Th,11 ·, important because 
we want to take i1ood kids 
up there who ant going 10 

reprc~ent their schools well 
and we can just worry 
about playing foothall and 
not ha,e anv other i:-.sue~ or 
cJ istructions'.· • 

The annual Rudy Mum­
Ic. OVAC All-Star Foot­
h:ill Cla,sk i,; ,lated for 

• '~ti-$:,' 
_..J 

Bachie Bishop 

Sunday. July 27 at Wheel­
ing Island Stadium. hut the 
player, and coaches report 
lo camp a v..ccl,. prior. 

Buck.eye Trail lead:-. the 
way with four repre-,enta­
ti vc, from a team. which 
I mi ~hed I 0-0 and won the 
OVAC. therelore earning 
Thomp:-.on ,tnd company 
the right to coach 1n thi, 
!!ame. 
• --we lw,e four quality 
kid, that we arc bringrng, • • 
l'homp:,on :-.aid. "Tfie/ve 
done a lot for me and being 
ahle to do something for 
them was importa111 to 
me.·· 

Leading the Warrior tribe 
to the game is all :every• 
thing quarterback Brock 
Davis. He'll be joined by 
all-Ohioan Dan Starr along 
with receiver Sam Bond­
Zielinski and running back 
Steve Bero:-.. ~ 

St. Clairsville - \\l11ch 
went 1 0 0 and advanced lo 
the Region I 5 <..'harnpi 
onship game last fall -
was aw.1rdcd with three ros­
ter spots. including second­
team all-Ohio quarterback 
Anthony Vincent. He"ll be 
joined by dcfensi\'c line­
men John Earliwinc and 
two-wav lineman Jake 
Antolak: 

Steubenville Big Red -
which wen! I o-fi for the 
fifth ,trai!!hl season and 
won the OVAC 4-A title 
gomg away - had multiple 
players picked. but several. 
for one rea"on or another. 
couldn ·1 take part. 

However. the mighty Big 
Red is ,till reprcscnteu b} 
Mark Makakis ;111d Brandon 
l'rcv. 

Shadvsidc will have two 
rcprcse11tatives :t'- well tak-

Davis 

ing part. Three- year main­
stay Billy Merryman was 
picked a~ one of the Ohio 
qua1erbacb and two-time 
all-Ohio linebacker Dustin 
Sadlowski will be roaming 
as well. -

L'nion Local - fresh off 
a 9 - 2 ,ea~on and the 
:-.chool':-. fir-t-ever playoff 
berth - had a pair of first­
team all-Ohioan, and both 
will take part in thi~ year's 
game. 
~ Offcn~1ve weapon Zach 
Gust and defensive stand­
out Carl Perkins will repre­
sent Coach Mark Cisar·s 
team. 

The Purple Riders of 
Martins Ferry will be repre­
sented by two .of their for­
mer standouts. Offensive 
lineman Trevor Jackson and 
exchange -.tudent Herman 
Timmersjo will take part. 

Barnesville's first-team 
all-Ohio wide receiver 
Michael Wehr will take part 
in the !!,une. Harrison Cen­
tral"s l<me representative is 
quarterback Robbie Davia. 
who took part in the Ohio 
North-South Game earlier 
this month. 

Buckeye Local first-team 
all-qater Shane Bishop was 
chosen lo anchor one of the 
lines for the Buckeye 
squad. River was a 9-1 out­
fit and advanced 10 the se<..'­
ond round of the playoffs 
thanks 10 the prolific two­
way play of Troy Starr who 
earned fir,t-tcam all-Ohio 
slatu,. 

C1mhridge·s Kirk 
Wetherell w~as a four-year 
standout for Coach Rick 
Goodrich's Bobcats. 
Shcnandoah·s Joey Wheeler 
earned all-Ohio accolades 
this p;1,t season. 

Gust Wehr 

Steubenville Catholic 
which qualified for the 
playoffs last year before 
being bounced by Shady­
side - will be represented 
by running back Justin 
Kaufmann.~ 

Beall-;ville - fresh oft 
yet another perfect season 
and a playoff berth - will 
send wide receiver Jimmy 
Reisz who was a four-year 
mainstay for Coach Dave 
Caldwell's outfit. 

Monroe Central's Kyle 
Rader was picked to repre­
sent the Seminoles . 

Bellaire - despite a sea­
son to l'orget in 1he land of 

the Big Reds - has a rep­
resentative in lineman Tyler 
Robinson. Meadowbrook 
defensive end Adam Eagle­
son will serve as the lone 
Colts· representative. 

Indian Creek's Jonathan 
Figc I was selected to play 
after a strong season under 
head coach Andrew Con­
nor. 

Bridgeport two-way 
standout Michael Bachie 
will take part in the game 
as will East Liverpool's 
Ryan Stowers and. 
Wellsville ·s Zane Carter. 

Edison and Toronto each 
garnered one roster bid 
each. including Cory John­
son and Brandon Hunter. 
respectively. 

• ·we want to win the 
game. it's our main objec­
tive:· Thompson said. 

"We're goin!! to base 
playing lime on kids' atti­
tudes. efforl. execution and 
the way they buy into the 
team concept during the 
week. 

··we want to make !his a 
positive experience for 
everyone involved.·· 

ov AC ALL-STAR ROSTERS l ALL-STARS----

Ohio Roster 
N•me School 

J :-ikc 1\11,nl"'llc . St. Cii1i1sviLo 

f.~tch~1•I H •wl u•: ... , .... . . L •1• l•J·•~ull 

I 1 1 , I , Lt "~PVH LoraJ 
3.1111 J"lo111 t-/'i,, •11:-.J. .. 1•1.,k.•!Y~• lr;ul 

~ ·l l,, .,, . . ... . .... , ~('v•·t,,il 

lo111tc (.'art•H . . ....... , ... , Vii ch. v dh: 

Robhiu Oavict ...... H,:miscm C•.mti.11 
Stock O.wis .... . ..... Buc.:kuy•J l rail 
Acl;.111 (.:.qlo~on ... . .. Meadowbrook 
John Earln:vmn ........ 51. Cl,llf!)YiUe 
Jona1h111 F,ycl . . . . lnclian Ctt•t:l. 

Brnlldo, Fr~v . •~1c11fJcnvdlc 
l,1,Ct- ~ .... r . . • . . . . . . . . . 111,t , L0t.:-11 

Brandon Hunt<.r . . ... , . . lomnto 
TrP.vo, Jackson ...... M;uti11s Fmrv 
Cory Johrtso11 ........... Ec11son 
Justin K•tufm111n s, ulwi1willc Cutholic 
Mark Met kalu~ . . . . .. Stt!uh,\uv,llo 
8,nv Mm ryn,an Sh:HJysi1lt? 
Cart Perkins ........... Union Loc.;al 
Kyle Rader Mo11roe Ccntr;il 

Jimmy Reis1 . . . Boall!;viUc 
l ylcr Rob1n~on . . . . Bellaire 
0 1J. •1n S;ldfowskt Sh11dyside 

Trr1y Starr . R1vrr 
Rvan S1owors . r~sl Uvnpr;.,ol 
Herman T;nime1s10 M'1rt1rs Feuy 
Anthony Vincent . , St. Clausvillc 
Mich ,ec WP.hr Barncsv1ll0 
Kirk Wetherall . . . . Cambridge 
Jocv Whealer .... , .... Shenandoah 
Coaches: llandy Th .,pson. Jason 

O~vis. Brtin Kittle. Ric.hard MctcP.r. 
StP.ve M -,-c.• 1 Bill S101 r Bruct? Stiles. 

West Virginia 
Mich.tL'I An91I .h 01 -hop Oo,,ahue 
an E,orry . . . . . . L t ~1.,-

~tov,:n Butfo . . \l','u1r 
Rush Cai11 ............ Pauen Ci1v 
Jcslt'I CamphoU • . Brooke 
Jncoh Carnahan . . John Marshall 
~"rn Cec f . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lmsly 
J1.1sh Contragueuo . \'Vheeting Central 
Mike Oui,lag.;1 ...... Wheeling Central 
Allen Earnest. ........ Whet:ling Park 
Lug,.n Efaw ...... Tyler Consohd.11cd 

Josh Frankos . . . . . . . . B10oke 
Gary Garnble . . . ...... Oak Gieu 
lt1t..h Goodwm \Vht:cling Park 
L.A. 1-1.:implOll . , . . Di!,ho1, Donahue 
Uustin Hawk,rir ........... Cameron 
l.091m Jarrutl ......... Juhn l\.1mshall 
lla<Jcn Koch,!r . . . , . . . . . Valley 
Jacob Lohri . . . . . . T ylcr 
Chris Martin . . . . . \V11celing Ccnlral 
Bobby McConnell ..... Wheeling Park 
John McCune ..... Weirton Madonna 
Jun McFarland , . . . . . . . Brooke 
Chidozic Qparano1ic. . . . . . . . Lin:i;ly 
/\lex Pclcchuuo . . Wheclin~ Central 
Taylur Potts.. . . John Mars~,ill 
Dav,<J Richmond .... 81shop Oont1huc 
Taylor Shepherd . . . Mil9rloliL1 
Kyle Smilh . . . , . . . . l\lagnolia 
Dave Vctanze . . . . . 1/✓hr.ehrlg P,,,k 
Scott ViCIOJIO . . . . . Brooke 
S1evon ZaJd'1WICl . . . . . Magr\Olla 

Coaches: 8.J. Depew, Ht>ad Coach; 
James Cowhart, Gene Lofs1ead. Steve 
Ochap. Ray Srnllh and Josh Wht!(SIOfM! 

Co111i1111ed.fi·11111 page/JI 

!"lie Mountaineers· bra~s 
once again loaded up with 
players from the three 
bigge:-,t schools in the OV AC 
- Wheeling Park: Brooke 
and John Mar!-.hall - and 
then chose from the next tier 
of school:-. including the likes 
or Wheeling Central. Mag­
nolia. Tyler and then went to 
the smaller school'i. 

.. From the re,earch we 
did in talking to other co,tch­
cs who have been involved 
with thi~ !!amc. we figured 
out WC had lo take :-,ome of 
the best offen,ive linemen 
you could find." Depew ,aid. 
··we looked at the larger 
~chools and \Choo!, who :ire 
used to playing again\l larger 
opponents.·· 

The West Virginia roster 
leature~ no fewer than 22 
playcn l'rom the ,chooh 
mclllioned above, 

The Brooke Bruins lead 
the wav with five ro,ter 
spots f<jr this year·, game. 
Talented runnin!! bacl,. Scott 
Viclorio lead,-the way with 
other Bruin~ reprc-,cntative~ 
including: Je"'c Campbell. 
Josh r-ranko'i. Drake Kow­
check and Jim McFarlund. 

The Whcelin!! Central 
Mamon Knights .: who ran 

rou!!h'ihod through their 
competition en route to 
another Class A state cham­
pionship last fall - garnered 
four roster spots. 

Leading the way are all­
everything quarterback Alex 
Pelechulle and all-everything 
lincbaci,.er Jo!.h Contraguer­
ro. The other Maroon 
Knil!hts include: Chris Mar­
tin ,ind Mike Duplaga. 

The Wheeling Park Patri­
ots - who battled injuries 
for much of 2007 - also 
have four player1- preparing 
for this year·:-. summer 
extravaganza. Included are: 
Allen Earne:-.t. Lucas Good­
win. Bobby Mc<;:onnell and 
Da,e Vetanze. 

Coach Mark Batton -
who !!Uided the Moun­
taineers in thh game a year 
ago - ha~ three of his for­
n1er Magnolia Blue Eagles 
-,lated to make the trip to 
camp next month. Leading 
the way is the do-everything 
Steven Zajdowicz who could 
sec time either a fullback or 
a linebacker in this game. 

The other LWO Blue Eagles 
,He: Taylor Shepherd and 
Kyle Smith. 

The John Marshall Mon­
arch~ - who reached the 
Clas~ AAA playoffs a year 
ago - _also have three repre­
sentat Ives. Included are: 
Jacob Carnahan. Logan Jar­
rell and Taylor Polls. 

Depew was able to pick 
1hrN' nf hi, own former olav-



tcrenc scnoots irom 
throue:hout thc area anti 
Thon1i,son is impressed 
wi1h not only the players 
he·s got set to report to 
camp next month. but the 
types of people he·s got 
ready fO .uo. 

.. ln talkin!.! lo all or their 
coaches. we·vc got good 
students and good~pcnplc as 
well as good pl;1yers. • • 
Thompson explained. 
.. That·~ imporlanl because 
we want to lake good kids 
up thcrc who are~ going to 
represent their schools well 
and we can just worry 
about playing football and 
not have anv other issues or 
distraction~~·· 

Tht: annual Rudy Mum• 
lev OYAC All•Star Foot• 
ball Cl.t,~it' is ,lated for 

\. .I.._. "'"'t;,1,,11 I-' .... 11111111-'1 

onship game last fall -
was awarded with three ros­
ter spots. including sernnd­
tcam all-Ohio quartcrb,11;k 
Anthony Vincent. 1-lc'II be 
joincd by defensive line­
men John Earliwinc and 
two-way lineman Jakc 
Antolak. 

Steubenville Big Red -
which went I 0-0 ror the 
fifth straiuht season and 
won the OVAC 4-A title 
going away - had multiplc 
players pickcd. but ~everal. 
for one reason or another. 
couldn • t take part. 

However. the mighty Big 
Red is sti II represented hy 
Mark Makaf..is aml Brandon 
Frey. 

Shadvside will have two 
represci11a1ivc), a), well tak• 

OV AC ALL ... STAR ROSTERS 
Ohio Roster 

Narne ........ , , ... , .. , , , , . $1;:hool 
J~kc- Antol~k .......... St. Claiesville 

I 
~."11 hOi•l 0;,t t11• .......... UriUij~porc 
Slwno Ui::hc.,p ..... , , . 13m.kvye Local 

I 
S.1m 8Dnd•7..i••hw~ki . . . Buckeye lr.~~l 
Srovu e,uos ......... 8ud.1~yf~ Tr.tel 
lane Cartt:r ........ , , .... Wullsv,llo 
Robbie Davio ...... Ht1rrison Ccnlr 31 
Srock O 1vIs . ....... BuJc.ti'vr. Tr.ail 
Adam [agloso11 ...... Mr.aclowbrook 
John Earliwim. . . , . St. Clairsville 
Jona1h.11 F19d . . . . , Indian Cr<.•L!~ 
8randor Fr~v , . . , ... , ~; 1eubc,lvillo 
Zach Gu"-1 . . . . . ...... u,,irm Local 
Brandon Hu111m ... , . , .... l oronro 
Tr~vor Jackson ....... Martins Ferry 
Cory Johnson . . , . . ....... l:dison 
Justin Kaurm,,nn St,••1Uttwillc Cctthotic 
Mr1rk Marf!.ak1s , .. , , , , .. Steuh1~nv1Uo 
Billy Mc11yman .......... ShaUysid1? 
Carl Perkins . . . . . . . .. Union LocaJ 
Kvlr. Rader , . . Monroe C1.?ntr.1t 

, J1mn,y Reisl . . . . . . B<•albville 
• Tylar Robinson . . . . . . . . . . Bellaire 

Ou,;f1n Sadlowsk1 Shadvsidt: 
Troy Starr . . . . . A1vcr 
Ryan Stowers . . ...... [;1st livurpooP 
Herman TimmcrSJO . . . Mart111s Ferry 
Anthony Vincent . . St. Clairsville 
Michael Wehr .......... 8.trnesville 
Kirk Wetherell ..... . . , Carnbridgo 
Joey Wheeler . . ..... Shenandoah 
Coaches. llandy Tho,npson. Jason 

Davis, Srt.:111 Kittle. Richard Mercer, 
Sieve Mf)ll'Or B1II Stftrf, Bruce StJJes. 

West Virginia 
Michael Angahi:-h .. , Oishop Do11alllJC 
I.-tn Sorry .. , , . . . . . . . .... Linsl.v 
Slovun Bulfo . . .......... .. .. Wutr 
Rosh Ceain ............ . . Paden City 
Jes so Carnp~ell ... .' ....... .. Brooke 
Jilcob Carnahan ...... John Marshan 
Sam Cecil. ............... . .. Linsly 
Josh Contraguarro . Wheeling Cc111ral 
Mike 01.J~laga Wheeling Ccntr,,I 
A11tm Earnest .... , ... Wheeling Park 
Logan Efaw . , .. . . Tyler Con.:lio lktatcd 
Josh Frankos . . . , , ... Brooke 
Gary Gamble . . . . . ... Oak Gle" 
Lucos Goodwin. . . . . Wheeling PMk 
L.A. Hampton ...... Bish:tp Oonahu-e 
Dustin Hawki11s ........... Ca11,erou 
l.09.:,n Janett. . . . . . John M.J1shall 
Haden KochP.r. . . . . . . . . . ... Valloy 
Jacob Lohri .................. Tyler 
Chris Martin . . ... .. \Vheeling Cc11tri.1I 
Bobby McConnell ..... Wheeling Park 
John McCune . , ... Weirton Madonna 
Jim McFarland . . . . ....... Brooke 
Chido:zie Oparano11e ... , . , . ... Unsly 
Alex Pelcchune . . .. Wheeling Central 
Taylur Potts. . . . . . . .. Joho Mmsl· J 

David Richmond. . . Bishop Oonal1uc 
T..tylor Shephurd. . ... M.ignofia 
Kyle Smith. . . . . . . . . . . . Magnolia 
Dave Vetanze .. . ... .. lflhP.cling Park 
Scon Victorio....... . . . . . B:n 1okt.• 
Stovon Zajdow•c.c . . . .. .. M-uyi"M..l i ., 

Coaches: B.J Depew, Head Coach· 
James Cowhart. Geno Lof~l 1t1ad ~l uv• 
Ochap, Ray Sm,th and Jo~l'I V/l1l•t~tont. 

111 LIi\,., ;,;.11.Ull\.,. & .IUll h')Vll .._,\.,II• 

tral's lone representative is 
quarterback Robbie Davia. 
who took part in the Ohio 
North-South Game earlier 
this month. 

Buckeye Local first-team 
all-slater Shane Bishop was 
chosen to anchor one of the 
lines for the· Buckeye 
squad. River was a 9- I out­
fit and advanced 10 the sec­
ond round of the playoffs 
thanks 10 the prolific two­
way play of Troy Starr who 
earned fir),1-leam all -Ohio 
slatu-;. 

Camhridge·s Kirk 
Wetherell w~as a four-vear 
standout for Coach Rick 
Goodrich·s Bobcats. 
Shenandoah·~ Joey Wheeler 
earned all-Ohio accolade:, 
thi:, past season. 

Bridgeport two-way 
standout Michael Bachie 
will take part in the game 
as will East Liverpool'~ 
Ryan S.towers and. 
Wellsville's Zane Carter. 

Edison and Toronto each 
garnered one roster bid 
each. including Cory John­
son and Brandon Hunter. 
respectively. 

··We want to win the 
game. it's our main objec­
tive:· Thompson said. 

.. we·re 1wing to base 
playing time on kid~· atti­
tudes. effort. execution and 
the way they buy into the 
team concept during the 
week. 

..We want to make this a 
pos11Jvc ex perience for 
everyone involved ... 

ALL-STARS-----
Cmlfi1111ed Jiwn page /JI 

The Mountaineers· bras~ rou!.!hshod throu!.!h their 
once again loaded up with competition en route to 
players from the three another Class A state cham­
bigg.est school~ in the OV AC . pionship last fall - garnered 
- Wheeling Paris.: Brooke four roster spots. 
and John M(1rshall - and Leading the way are all­
then chose from the next tier everything quarterback Alex 
of schools including the likes Pelechutte and all-everything 
of Wheeling Central. Mag· linebacker Josh Contraguer• 
nolia. Tyler and then went to ro. The other Maroon 
the smaller schools. Knights include: Chris Mar-

.. From the research we tin and Mike Duplaga. 
did in talkin!! 10 other coach- The Wheeling Park Patri­
es who have been involved ots - who baiiled injuries 
with this e:ame. we figured for much of 2007 - also 
out WC had to lake !,Orne of have four players preparing 
the best offensive l inemen for th i s year ·s summer 
you could find." Depew -;aid. extravagan;:a. Included are: 
.. We l ooked at the larger Allen Earnest. Luca\ Good­
schools and schools who 'i1re win. Bobby Mc<;:onnell and 
u,ed to playing against larger Dave Vetanze. 
opponents:· Coach Mark Ballon -

The West Virginia roster who gu i ded the Moun­
leature, no fewer than 22 taineer':. in lhl\ game a year 
players from the ~choo ls ago - has three of his for. 
men11onecl above. mer Magnolia Blue Eagles 

The Brooke Bruins lead !'llated to make the trip to 
the way with five roster camp next mbnth. Leading 
spots for this year·\ game. the way 1s the do-everything 
Talented running back Scott Steven Zajdowicz who could 
Victorio lcatl!'l•lhe way with sec tune either a fullback or 
other Bruin" repre\entative~ a linebacker m this game. 
including: Jesse Campbell. The other two Blue Eagles 
Jmh Franko\, Drake Kow- are : Taylor Shepherd and 
d1eck and Jim McFarland. Kvle Smith. 

The Wheeling Centra l ·The John Marshall Mon-
Maroon Knights ::.. who ran arch~ - who re.tched the 

~ Class AAA playoffs a year 
--------- ago - also have three repre­

sentatives . Included are : 

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 

Jacob Carnahan. Logan Jar-
rell and Ta} !or Poth. . 

Depew was able 10 pick 
three of his own fonner play­
ers to join him and hi!'I staff 
at camp. Those include: Ian 
Berry. Sam Cecil and Chi-
dozie Oparanolie. 

West Virginia All-Stars Announced 
Thc B i shop Donahue 

Bishop-; - which enjoyed a 
:-trong year in 2007 - al!'IO 
have three bids to thi~ year·~ 
game. Leading the way i s 
all• everything quarterback 
M ichael Angalich. He·s 
joined by L.A~Hampton and 
David Richmond. 

Big school players dominate lineup for Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Classic 
Hy SETH ST ASKEY 

For the News-Register 
!l's that time of the year. 
Not just the time for vaca­

tions, fireworks, cookouts, but 
also the time for prep football 
to begin creeping back into our 
way of lives here in the Ohio 
Valley. 

For the past 62 years, the 
way area football fans have 
quenched their thirst until the 
real football begin flying in 
August is with the annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Clas­
sic. 

Today, the complete rosters 
for both the West Virginia and 
Ohio squads are announced for 
the first time as head coaches 
B.J. DePew of Linsly and 
Buckeye Trai!'s Randy Thomp­
son reveal who they' ll bring to 
Wheeling Island Stadium on 
Sunday, July 27 for the 63rd 
annual Mumley Classic. 

For Depew and the Moun-

"Our entire staff watched the 
films, took some notes and then 
we got together and basically had 
a little war room where we 
drafted our team." 

lai neer staff of the Linsly 
School, the less schools to 
choo!>e from did very little to 
ease the burden of choosing 
their 33 players. 

"It's very challenging (to 
choose this team),'' Depew 
said. "Every school probably 
has at least one kid left behind 
that could have made this team. 
Everyone's been very gracious 
and understanding about who 
we've picked for this team." 

B.J. Depew 

The Cadets ' staff didn't go 
into this selection process blind 
despite the fact they obviously 
couldn't have played or even 
see every team possible. 

"We were able to acquire 
films on every team (in West 
Virginia) to look at the players 
recommended to us," Depew 
continued. "Our entire staff 
watched the films , took some 
notes and then we got together 
and basically had a little war 

■ Ohio and West 
Virginia rosters 

- Page B2 

room where we drafted our 
team. We did our homework 
the best we could.'' 

Picking talented players is 
never an easy decision when it 
comes to athletes in the Ohio 
Val ley. But, Depew and the 
West Virginia staff looked for 
more than that. 

"All of the heads coaches of 
these kids speak very highly of 
them on and off the field.'' 
Depew said. 

·•we wanted high-character 
kids as much as we wanted tal­
ented athletes. u·•s ·easier to 
have a good time that week 
with good kids." 

See, All~Stars, Page 82 

Tyler Consolidated was 
the onlv other West Virginia 
schoo( to receive multiple 
bids. The Silver Knights will 
be represented b/ Logan 
Efaw and Jamb Lohri. 

The remainder of the West 
Vi r ginia roster includes : 
Steven Buffo (Weir) : Rosh 
Cain (Paden City): Gary 
Gamble (Oak Glen): Dustin 
Hawkins (Cameron); Haden 
Kocher (Valley) and John 
McCune (Weirton Madon­
na). 

.. Until I meet some of 
these guys in pe rson. it·s 
tough to say where some of 
these guys wi l l play: · 
Depew said . .. But. I do 
know that I think we·ve 
picked the best possible ath­
lete\ we could pick.' · 
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OVAC All-Star rosters set 
• Trail's Thompson earns right 
to coach Ohio All-Star Team 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

There are difficult 1asks each year when it come~ 10 picking the Ohio 
Roster for the annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All -Siar Charity Clas~ic. 

Then there's what Buckeye Trail and 2008 Ohio head coach Randy 
Thompson and company went lhrough this year. 

Faced with only 33 roster spots and numerous more po,sibili11e~ than 
were allowed. the Warriors' and now Ohio brass put together a rm,tcr, 

• Linsly's Depew draws West 
Virginia coaching assignment 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

It's that time of the year. 
Not just the time for vacation,;, fire\\ orks. cookouts. but also the time for 

prep football to begin creeping back into our way of lives here in the Ohio 
Valley. 

For the past 62 years. the way area football fans have quenched their 
thirst until the real football begin flying in August is wi th the annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All -Star Cla~sic. 

Today. the complete rosters for both the West 
which features no fewer than nine all• 
Ohioans and several others who were all­
district players. _ _ _____________ __. Virginia and Ohio squads are announced for the first 

time as head coaches B.J . DePew of Linsly and 
Buckeye Trail's Randy Thompson reveal who 1' 

they ' ll bring to Wheeling Island Stadium on 
Sunday. July 27 for the 63rd annual Mumlcy 

RANDY Tl:IOMPSON 
Ohio Held Coach 

·There was a method to our approach of 
picking the players:· Thompson said. "We 
went through the recommendations of the 
coaches. met as a staff and tried to sort out 
what we needed to fit us the best. 
Unfortunately. not everyone is going to be 
happy." 

And while some were left off. the Ohio 
squad boasts representatives from 21 different ,chooh from throughout the 
area and Thompson is impressed with not only the players he'), got ,ct to 
repon to camp next month. but the types of people he"-.; got read) to go. 

··111 talking to all of their coaches. wc·,e got good ~tudcnt~ nnd good peo­
ple as well as good players." Thompson expl,11ned, 'Th,1t'~ important 
bccau<;c we want to take good kids up there ,, ho arc gomg to represent their 
school~ well and we can just wcmy about playing font ball and not lw\"e any 
other i,sues or distractions." 

The annual Rudy Mumlcy OVAC All Star hmtball Cla-;,ic h slated for 
Sunday. July 27 at Wheeling Island Stadium. but the pl,1ycr~ and co,1chcs 
report to camp a week prior. 

Buckeye Trail leads the way with four n:prc~cntati , c~ from ,, team. 1.cn I r , , l. lJ 1 , r,;;- "'1l ~ 
B.J. DEPEW 

See, OHIO, Page C3 West Virginia Head Coach 

Classic. y_..w~ 
For Depew and the Mountaineer staff of the Lin,ly v-&Jliii;. • 

School. the less schools to choo,;c from did very little 
to case the burden of choosing their 3 3 players. 

"Irs very challenging (to choose thi, team)." Depew said. "Every ~chool 
probably has at least onl.! kid left behind that could have made thi, team. 
Everyone's been l'cry gracious and undcr~tand ing about whn we 've picked 
for this team ... 

The Cadets· staff didn"t go mto thi-; -;election prm:ess blind dc:;pite the 
fact they obviously couldtft have played or even see every team pm,\ible. 

.. We were able to acquire films on every team (in West Vi1 gin1a) to look 
at the players recommended to us," Depew continued . "'Our entire stal I 
watched the films. took some notes and then we got together and ba\ic.ill) 
had a lill lc \Var room where we drafted our team. We did our homc\\'ork the 
best we could.·· 

Picking talented pla);ers 1s never an easy decision when it 1.•omc~ to ath 

See, W. Va., Page C3 
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which finished J 0-0 :ind 
won_ lhe OV AC. therefore 
earning Thompson and com­
p~ny the right 10 coach in 
this game. 
. ··we have four qualitv 

kids that we are brin••inu ~­
Thompson said. ··Th~v-~e 
done a lot for me and beinc 
able lo do something for 
lhem was important to rne:· 

Leading the Warrior tribe 
lo lhe game is all-everything 
qu~rterback Brock Davis~ 
He_ II be joined by all­
Ohioan Dan Starr along with 
receiver Sam Bond-Zielinski 
and running back Steve 
Beros. 

SI. Clairwille _ whrch 
went I 0-0 and advanced to 
t,~e Re¥i_on_ I 5 championship 
game last fall - was award­
ed wit_h three ro,ter spots. 
inc_luding ~econd team all­
Ohio quane_rback Anthony 
Vi~ce~t.- He !' be joined by 
det~n~ive linemen John 
Earliwme and two-wav line-
man Jai..e Antolal.. • 

Steubenville Bic Red _ 
~hich ~ent I 0-0 for the 
fifth straight ~eason and won 
the OV AC 4-A title goinc 
away_ - had mul11ple -play: 
ers picked. but several. for 
o~e reason or another. could­
n _t lake part. However. the 
mrghty Big Red is still repre­
sented by Mark Markakis 
and Brandon Frev. 

Shadyside w(II have two 
:cprescnlalives as well tak­
mg part. Three-year main­
s1_ay Billy Merryman was 
picked as one of the Ohio 
quatcrbacks and two-time 
all-Ohio linebacker Dustin 
Sadlowski will be roaming 
as well. -

Union Local - fresh off 
a 9-2 season and the 
school's first-ever playoff 
berth - had a pair of first­
te~m all-Ohioans and both 
~1II take part i~ this ycar·s 
fame. Offensive weapon 
Zach Gust and defensive 
standout Carl Perkins will 
r~pr~sent Coach Mark 
Cisar steam. 

T~e Purple Riders of 
Martins Ferry "'.ill be repre­
sented by two ol their former 
standouts. Offensive Ii neman 
Trevor Jackson and 
e~changc student Herman 
T1mmersjo will take part. 

Barncwille·, firq.1eam 
all-Ohio wide receiver 
M1ch,1el Wehr \\ ill t,il..c part 
in the g,unc. Harrison 
~entral"s lone representative 
1, quarterback Robbie Davia 
who tool.. part 111 the Ohi~ 
North -South Game earlier 
1h1s month. 

Buckeye Local first-team 
~11-~tater Shane Bishop was 
c_ho\en to anchor one of the 
ll~e\ for the Buckeye syuad. 
River was a 9- 1 outfit and 
ad\anced to the second 
round of the playoffs thanks 
to the prolific two-way play 
o_f Tro) Starr who earned 
first-team all-Ohio .,tatus. 

Cambridge·s Kiri... 
Wetherell wa, a tour-vear 
qandout for Coach Rick 
Goodrich·, Bobcat,. 
Shenandoah·" Joe) Wheeler 
ea_rned all-OhJO Jccolades 
th1 s pa:-.t season. 
Steubenville Citholic _ 
which qualified for the play­
off, last year before be111c 
bounced bv Shadv,idc _~ 
will be represented by run­
mng back Ju~tin Kaufmann. 

Beall:-.ville _ fresh off 
yet another perfect season 
and a playoff berth - will 
send wide receiver Jimmv 
Rei_S7 who was a four-vear 
mainstay for Coach Dave 
Caldwell's outfit. Monroe 
C_entral ·\ Kyle Rader was 
pic~ed to represent the 
Seminoles. 

Bellaire - despite a sea­
:..nn t<;> forget in the land of 
the Big Red\ hJs a rt!prc 
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letcs in the Ohio Valley. But. 
Depew and the West 
Virginia staff looked for 
more than that. 

.. All of the heads coaches 
of these kids speak very 
highly of them on and off 
the field:· Depew ,aid. --we 
wanted high-character kids 
as much as we wanted tal­
ented athletes. It's easier to 
have a good time that week 
with cood kids.·· 

The Mountaineers· brass 
once again loaded up with 
players from the three 
biggest schools in the 
OV AC - Wheeling Park: 
Brooke and John Marshall 
- and then chose from the 

next tier of schools including 
the likes of Wheeling 
Central. Magnolia. Tyler and 
then went to the smaller 
schools. 

··from the research we 
did in talking to other coach­
es who have been involved 
with this game. we figured 
out we had to take some of 
the best offensive linemen 
you could find," Depew 
said. 
--we looked at the larger 
schools and schools who arc 
used to playing against larg­
er opponents.·· 

The West Virginia roster 
features no fewer than 2 2 
players from the schools 
mentioned above. 

The Brooke Bruins lead 
the way with five roster 
spots for this year's game. 
Talented running back Scott 
Victorio leads the way with 
other Bruin representatives 
including: Jesse Campbell. 
Josh Frankos. Drake 
Kowcheck and Jim 
McFarland. 

The Wheeling Central 
Maroon Knights : who ran 
roughshod-through their 
competition en route to 
another Class A state cham­
pionship last fall - gar­
nered four roster spots. 

Leading the way are all­
everything quarterback Alex 
Pelechutte and all-every­
th ing linebacker Josh 
Contraguerro. The other 
Maroon Knights include: 
Chris Martin and Mike 
Duplaga. 

The Wheeling Par!,. 
Patriots - who ~battled 
mjuries for much of 2007 

al,o have four player, 
preparing tor this ycar·s 

summer extravaganza. 
Included are: Allen Earnest. 
Lucas Goodwin. Bobby 
McConnell and Dave 
Vetanze. 

Coach Mark Batton -
who guided the 
Mountaineers in this game a 
year ago - has three of hi\ 
former Magnol!a Blue 
Eagles ,lated to make the 
trip to camp next month. 
Leading the way is the do­
everything Steven 
Zajdowicz who could :-.ee 
time either a fullback or a 
linebacker in this game. 

The other two Blue 
Eagles are: Taylor Shepherd 
and Kyle Smith. 

The John Mar,hall 
Monarchs - who reached 
the Class AAA playoffs a 
year ago - also have three 
representatives. Included 
are: Jacob Carnahan. Logan 
Jarrett and Taylor Potts. 

Depew was able to pick 
three of his own former 
players to join him and his 
staff at camp. Those include: 
Ian Berry. Sam Cecil and 
Chidozie Oparaozie. 

The Bi,hop Donahue 
Bi!.hops - which cnJoyed a 
strong year in 2007 also 
have three bid,; to this year's 
game. Leading the wav 1, 

all-everything-quarterb·acl... 
Michael Angalich . He·, 
joined by L.A. Hampton and 
David Richmond. 

Tyler Consolidated wa:-. 
the only other West Virginia 
,chool to receive mult iple 
bids. The Silver Knichh will 
be represented bi Logan 
Efaw and Jacob Lohri 

The remainder of the 
West Virginia ro,ter 
include,: Steven Butfo 
(Weir): Ro:-.h Cain (Paden 
City): Gary Gamble (Oak 
Glen): Du,tin Hawl..rn, 
(Cameron): Haden Kocher 
(Valley) and John McCune 
(Weirton Madonna). 

--until I meet some ot 
these guys in person. it's 
tough to say where some of 
these guys will play ... 
Depew said. 

··But. I do know that I 
think we· ve picked the best 
possible athletes we could 
pick.'" 
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which went I 0-0 for the 
fifth straight season and won 
the OV AC 4-A title going 
away - hall multiple play­
ers picked. but several. for 
one reason or another. could­
n ·1 take part. However. the 
mighty Big Red is still repre­
sented bv Mark Markakis 
and Brandon Frev. 

Shadyside w(I! have two 
representatives as well tak­
ing part. Three-year main­
stay Billy Merryman was 
picked as one of the Ohio 
quaterbacks and two-time 
all-Ohio linebacker Dustin 
Sadlowski will he roaming 
as well. ~ 

Union Local frc~h off 
a 9-2 season and the 
school ·s first-ever playoff 
berth - had a pair of lirsl­
team al I Ohioan" and both 
will take part in thi~ year"s 
game. Offensive weapon 
Zach Gust and defensive 
standout Carl Perkin\ will 
repre~ent Coach Mar!-. 
Ci\ar"s team. 

The Purple Rider.\ of 
Martins Ferry will be repre 
sented by two of their former 
standout\. Offen\1ve lineman 
Trevor Jackson and 
exchange »tudent Herman 
Timmer;jo will ta"e part. 

Barnesvifle's first-team 
a/I-Ohio wide receiver 
Michael Wehr will take part 
in the g.amc . Harrison 
Centra\"s lone rcprc~entative 
is 4uarterbad. Robbie Davia. 
who took part in the Ohio 
North South Game earlier 
this month. 

Buckeye Local first-team 
all-stater Shane Bishop was 
chosen to anchor one of the 
lines for the Buckeye squad. 
River was a 9-1 outfit and 
advanced to the ~econd 
round of the playon\ thanks 
to the prolific two-way play 
of Troy Starr who earned 
first-team all -Ohio .\tatus. 

Cambridge·\ Kirk 
Wetherell w:1s a four-vcar 
qandout for Coach Rick 
Goodrich·~ Bobcat\. 
Shenandoah·\ Jocv Wheeler 
earned all -Ohio accolade~ 
this pa\! ,ea son . 
Steubenville Catholic 
which qualified tor the play­
offs last vear before being 
bounced ·by Shady:-.ide T 

will he repre~ented by run­
ning back Ju~tin Kaufmann. 

Bealls, ille - fre~h off 
yet another perfect \eason 
and a playoff berth - will 
send wide receiver Jimmy 
Rehz who was a lour-year 
main!,tay for Coach Dave 
Caldwell":-. outfit. Monroe 
Central·~ Kyle Rader was 
picked to repre, ent the 
Seminole». 

Bellaire - despite a sea­
~on to forget in the land of 
the Big Reds - has a repre­
sentative in lineman Tyler 
Robinson. Meadowbrook 
defensive end Adam 
Eagleson wi 11 serve as the 
lon~e Colts· representative. 
Indian Creek·s Jon.1than 
Figel was ~cle1:ted to play 
after a strong season under 
head coach A-ndrcw Connor. 

Bridgeport two- way 
!> tandout Michael Bach1e 
will take part m the game as 
will Ea!>t Liverpool's Ryan 
Stowers and Wcllsvill e·s 
Zane Carter. 

Edison and Toronto each 
garnered one ro~ter bid each. 
including Cory John:-,on and 
Brandon Hunter. re!,pective­
ly. 

··We ,~ a n t to w i n the 
game. it's our m,1in obj ec­
tive:· Thompson said. 
.. We ·re going to base play­
in!! time on kids · attitudes. 
effort. execution and the way 
they buy into the team con­
cept dunng the week. We 
want to make thi, a po»itive 
experience for everyone 
involved.·· 

OVAC football 
classic names 
head coaches 
• Buckeye Trail's Thompson, 
Linsly's Depew are selected 
By BRIAN COOK 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

It's almost six months away. but the personnel of the 
Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Football game have 
been working hard in preparation of the 37th annual 
event. 

.. It's the event of the year in Ohio Valley athletics:· 
Bob Koch. game director. said at Wednesday night's 
organizational meeting. "Every year we always have a 
dedicated workers that continue to give back to Ohio 
Valley sports and it will continue 10 be no different thi!> 
year. .. 

Being announced as head coache~ to represent the 
Ohio and West Virginia !,quads will be Randy 
Thompson of Buckeye Trail and B.J. Depew of Lin:-,ly. 

.. , am looking forward to 11:· Thompson ~aid cheer­
fully about leading the Buckeyes. ··lt i~ going to be 
challenge and be very exciting. It is great event for the 
athletes and the coaches of the OV AC to be able to get 
together to celebrate a great year of football... -

Both coaches will now research the prospective 
players in their .state 10 form a 32-man squad plus one 
kicker. 

"There is some great talent all through the valley:· 
Depew said. "Both Ohio and West Virginia had some 
great football programs this year and we ·re really look­
ing forward to working with the caliber of athletes in 
all the West Virginia schools:· 

The pool of graduating senior players available have 
been hand selected from every coach in the valley and 
handed over to both Thompson and Depew mold into a 
winning team. 

··we only got the packet a few minutes ago and are 
anxious to see who is available:· Thompson said. 

See, OVAC, Page C3 
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··Both the Ohio and West Virginia side have produced ,;ome 
great athletes. We are going to get the kid~ which fit our sy~lem 
well." 

Thompson plans on sticking with Buckeye Tra(l's o'.fensive 
and defensive scheme while Depew plans on formtng his pack-
age based on the personnel available. .. . . 

"We're going to stay with what we know. a pos1t1ve 
Thompson said. "When I went to Trail seven years they predom­
inantly ran the ball and we decided to throw the ball to spread 11 
out and make it more ex.citing. When you have an all-star group 
like we ·re going to have it will be fun getting those kids the 
ball.'' 

Both coaches also announced their tentative coaching staff 
which will join them for the week long session at West Liberty 
State College. 

Joining Thompson on the Ohio staff will be Steve Mercer as 
defensive-coordinator. Bill Starr. Brian Kittle. Jason Davis. Joe 
Marchianl. Bruce Stiles. Rich Mercer. Vaughn Butler and Justin 
Schafer. 

.. I think we have a pretty good staff. We have a few guys on 
the coaching staff that have played in the game as well. Most of 
them have Buckeye Trail ties:· Thompson said. 

Jornino Depew on the West Virginia staff will be defensive 
line coa~h Brian Valentine. offensive line coach Gerald 
Lofstead. offensive assistant Ray Smith. coaching the w ide 
receivers. defensive backs and special teams coach James 
Coward and defensive coordinator Steve Ochap. 

"We have had two full seasons with myself as the head coach. 
I see it not only as a great experience to work with these kids:· 
Depew said. "This will be a good bonding experience to spend a 
week together at West Liberty doing nothing but football." . 

The Rudy Murnley OVAC All-Star_ Football Chari~y Clas_s1c 
is slated for Sunday. July 27 at Wheeling Island Stadium. Kick 
off is set for 7: 15 p.m . 
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Along with football, Thompson was also a highly-suc­

cessful track coach at Union Local, earning Eastern District 

Coach of the Year in 1998 . 
Thompson is a 1970 graduate of Union Local and he 

went on to earn his bachelor's degree in mathematics from 

Bethany College and then earned a Master's Degree from 

Franciscan University in Steubenville . 
Randy has been married to the former Cheryl 

Dymidowski for 32 years. They reside in Flushing. The cou­

ple has two children, Capt. Josh Thompson and Lt. Miranda 

Thompson. Both of whom are members of the United States 

Air Force. 
JASON DA VIS has been a member of the Warriors' staff 

for two years afler serving two years as a graduate assistant 

at Kent State University. 
Davis is a 1992 Meadowbrook High School graduate 

where he lettered in football, basketball and track. He earned 

his degree from Kent State in 1998 in exercise physiology . 

Along with coaching, Davis is also a member of the Ohio 

Valley Board of Basketball Officials. 
Jason and his wife Stephanie have been married for eight 

years and have a 2-year old daughter Kaylee. The Davis 

family resides in Wheeling. 
BRIAN KITTLE has been a member of the Buckeye 

Trail Warrior staff since his graduation from the school in 

2001 . 
Kittle earned his bachelor's degree from Muskingum 

College_ after wrapping up a successful prep football and 

baseball career for the Blue and White. He was a first-team 

all-Ohio football player in 2000 and took part in the 200 I 

OV AC All-Star Classic. 
RICHARD MERCER joins the Ohio staff via Union 

Local. The long-time Jets' assistant - who spent the 2004 

season under Thompson at Trail before returning to his al~a 

mater - will be along the Ohio sideline this year. 
Mercer has been coaching football for 13 years all told . 

He also coa~hed for two seasons at Beallsville High. • 
Along with his football responsibilites, Mercer is also the 

Jets' head baseball coach and guided his squad to the 2007 

OVAC title and a berth in the district tournament the past 
two seasons. He was named T imes Leader Coach of the 

Year after the 2007 campaign. 
Mercer and his wife Krissy have two son!:>, Brice (9) and 

Kaden (7). The Mercers reside in Belmont. 
STEVE MERCER has been a football coach for 20 years 

and has spent the last four of those seasons on the Warriors' 

coaching staff working ·under Thompson. 
Mercer also serves as an assistant baseball coach under 

his son Rich at Union Local and has previously served as a 

football coach at Beallsville and also worked with junior 

high sports for the Blue Devils. 
The Beallsville graduate was a standout prep player for 

the Blue Devils, playing on two OV AC-title winning teams 

and on the first-ever perfect team in Beallsville history. 
Steve - who is the general manager of Doan Ford in 

Morristown - is married to Karen and they have just one 

son and two grandchildren. 
B 11.:L ST ARR has spent the last 20 years working at 

Buckeye Trail High School and has spent 15 years coaching 

football and the last five as an assistant. 
Starr also coached football and softball at Cambridge 

High School, which is his alma mater. He's also coached 

baseball and volleyball during his teaching career. 
The 1982 Bobcats' graduate earned his degree from 

Taylor University in 1987 where he played football. • 
Bill and his wife Lori have three daughters: Leslie (18), 

Maggie ( 16) and Annie ( 12). The Starrs 'reside in 

Cambridge. 
BRUCE STILES has been a football coach for 24 years. 

and has spent 21 at his current place of employment, St. 

Clairsville High School. . 
Stiles - who served on the Ohio coaching staff a year 

ago - lias also coached under Thompson at Trail.before 

returning to the Red Devils' sideline. He also coached at 

Barnesville. • 
The Union Local High School graduate also serves as the 

chief assistant of the St. Clairsville girls basketball team. 

Along with that assignment, he's spent time on the track and 

boys basketball staffs. • 
Bruce - who graduated from Union Local High School 

and Salem College owns a master's degree from the 

University of Dayton. 
Bruce and his wife Leslie have a son Zak and a daughter 

Carlee. The Stiles' family resides in Bethesda. 
Staskey can be reached at 

sstaskey@timesleaderonli11e.com 
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Bond-Zielinski Gust Reisz Wehr Carter 

Ohio Has Plenty of Weapons 

Buckeyes filled with 
playmakers at receiver 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

Randy Thompson and the Ohio coaching 
staff are reallv looking forward to the 63rd 
annual Rudy Murnley OV AC All-Star Char­
itv Football Classic. 

-They are obviously pumped for the oppor­
tunitv. but don ·1 think for a minute the abili­
l} ll> have ~o many playmakers on the field 
at one time doesn't have the Buckeye Trail 
head coach _ju-.t ,alivating. 

Today. Thompson ha, announced hi\ fast 
and deep -.tahlc of receivers. who wi II be 
catching pas'>es from the quarterbacks that 
were announced Sunday. 

"We want to get the ball to our weapon,." 
Thompson ,.iid. ··1 ha\e talked to ~ome of 
these kid~ about offense. and it's all very 
similar. Some of the programs throw it like 
we do and u.,e similar formation~. so 1!"s 
going to he a matter of getting some r..:ps.·· 

Sl,ucd to catch balb for the Bud.eye~ arc 
Bud,e}e Trail'<; Sam Bond-Zielinski. Union 
Loca1·-. Zach Gust. Beallsville's Jimmy 
Reisz. Barnesville's Michael Wehr and 
Wclbville'<; Zane Carter. 

"It'~ going to fun having all of these guys 
involved." Thompson said. 

Here·~ a capsule look at the players: 
SAM BOND-ZIELINSKI. Buckeye Trail 

- This Warrior was a three-year mainstay 
under Thompson·, guidance. 

Bond-Zielin,ki caught 76 balls for 1.254 
yards and 18 touchdown, during hi, prep 
career. He wa-. abo a standout as a free ,afc 
I). recording 14 7 tackles and 14 1111ercep­
tiom. The 5-foot-1 I. I 70-pounder wa~ a 
two-time all-0VAC. all-PVC and all-Dis­
trict performer. 

Sam. the ,on of Cindy Bond and Michael 
Zielinski. plans on attending Marietta Col• 
le!!e. 

-ZACH GUST. Union Local - There 1, 
no other way to describe the type of senior 
,eason thi, Jct had other than electrifying. 

The 5-9. I 75-pound ,pcedMcr caught 59 
balls tor 1.1 22 vards and IO touchdowns. 
He .iddcd another IO touchdowns via return, 
either on punts. ktcb or interceptions. All 
told. Gust ,1ccounted for 2. I 26 all-purpo~e 
yards for Coach Mark C1sar·s explosl\e 
offense. 

Gust wa), a fir,1-team all-Ohio pie"-. He 
al,o !!arnercd first-team all-Eastern Di,trict. 
all-OV AC. all-Times Leader. all-Buckeve 8. 
all Valley and wa, a Big 22 finali<.t. • 

Gust was abo a standout in track and field 
ht!fore missing much of his ~enior ~ea~on 
v. ith ,1 n;n!!!tn!! ham,tnng. He wa~ a 111. o­
cvcnt all-Ohioan as a JUlllO-r. 

Zach. v. ho plan, on allending The College 
of Wooster. 1s the son of Gina Gu),t and 
Marcu, Raine and Leandra Nei;ter. 

JIM\1Y REISZ. Bcall,ville - Thi, for-

~ BJ eHunt1ngton 

mer Blue Devil wa), J two-way ..,tandout for 
Coach Dave Caldwell".., team that put forth a 
second consecutive perfect regular season 
and qualified for the Ohm playoff'i. 

The 5-9. I 50-poundcr wus one of the 
Blue Devil~· best on both ,ides. He was 
named team's Mo),l Valuable Player and wa~ 
voted best defensive back. 

Reisz was a first-team all-distnct. all-
0V AC and all-Time), Le.idcr pcr1orn1er 

He also left his mark on the 0h10 Valley 
in wrestling. winning the 0V AC title a-. a 
senior and the Bierkorene Av..ird given to 
the tournament's most outstanding grappler. 

Away from athletic,. Reis, ii. active in 
Fellowship of Christian Athlete!>. Blood 
Drive and Spanish Club. 

Jimmy. who plans on allendrng Ashland 
University. is the son of Jim and Sherri 
Reisz of Beallsville. 

MICHAEL WEHR. Barnesville - Thi, 
former Shamrock seemed to make all of the 
big play~ when Coach Luke Johnson's team 
needed them. 

The 5-1 I. I 60-pound ,parl..plug caught 
54 balls tor 1.0 IO yard), .ind had I I touch­
down grabs during his career. He also 
accounted for 964 return return, and {WO 

~core,. He was al'>o a viable defensive bacl... 
recording I I interceptions and 29 pass 
breakup~. while accumulating 96 tackles. 

Wehr wa~ a first-team all-Ohioan this past 
year a, well as a fiN-tcam all -Di!>trict sclcc-
11on. He wa~ also accorded all-0VAC. all­
Time~ Leader and all-Valle\ . 

Wehr aho tool.. part in basketball. Blood 
Ba~h and Varsity B during his prep career. 

\1ichacl. who is undecided upon his col­
lege plan~. i~ the son of Vicki Wells of Bar­
nesville. 

ZANI:. CARTER. Wellsville - This for­
mer Tiger was a two-way standout for 
Coach Dave Skinner"s squad this past sea­
~on. 

The 6-4. 19 5-pounder was a first-team 
all-Ohio pick a~ a defensive back. but his 
offensive numbers were impressive as well. 
He nxordcd 25 catches for 407 yards and 
five touchdown,. He was first-team all-East­
ern D1~trict and all-Area and also took part 
in the Penn-Ohio game earlier this summer. 

/.anc. who i:t the son of Quinn and 
Bernadette Carter. plam on allcnding either 
Marietta or Mt. Union. 
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Thompson Tickled With Backfield 
Ohio coach boasts 
bevy of explosive 
players behind line 

RY SETH ST ASKEY 
For the News-Register 
The Ohio squad for the 

63rd annual Rundy Mumlcy 
OVAC All-Star Charil) 
i,;ootball Cl,h:-.ic has all­
Ohio.rns all O\Cf the place 
on ih ro,ter. 

That lead, to a good prob­
lem tor Bud,c\·e, and Buck­
C} c Trail cclach Randy 
Thompson. who began sort­
I ng through his players 
today a, he announced hi!> 
quartcrh.1d, and running 
b,td~ for the ,rnnu,11 ~um­
mer dass1c. 

··11·, a matter or u, dOIO!! 
a good J0b of evaluating and 
!!Clllll!! the kids tn the ri!!ht 
spots 'imce we get them into 
camp.·· Thomp!,0n said. 
• ·we want to keep thing!> 
simple and let the kids exe­
cute what the,• kno\\' how to 
do.·· • 

Thomp,on and the Ohio 
staff have no fcv.er than 
four quartcrbacb on the 
roqer. but it· II be a three­
way battle in camp. Slated 
to lod.. horns for playing 
time under center arc 
Shadyside'\ Billv Merry­
man. Harri\on Central·\ 
Robbie Davia and Buckeye 
Trail's Brod, Davis. 

The running backs could 
be b) rnmmittcc. with the 
liek, or Trov Starr or River. 
Justin Kauffman of 
Steuben, Ille Central and 
Joe, Wheeler of Shenan 
doah leading the v. .i~ enter­
ing camp. 

"We·\e got a lot of guy, 
\IC think arc capable of run­
ning the ball and that', not 
by ~1cc1dc111.·· Thompson 
said. ··we feel we·ve got a 
real I) nice group of~run­
ner, ... 

Herc i, a cap,ule look at 
the players: 

Bilh· Mcrn-man 
Shadyside 

This ex-Sh:1dvsidc Tiger 
was one of the 1110~1 prolific 
quarterback, in term, of 
numbers ,tnd \ ictorie~ 
Coach Tv 

fie m i'ng ·, program ha, 
ever seen. 

The 5-foot I 0. 1 50-

D:ivia Kaufmann Merryman 

Brock Davis 
Buckevc Trail 

pounder thre\\ for 6.140 
) ard, and 66 touchdown<, 
during Im career and led hi, 
team· 10 a J2 -8 mark. 
including a D1vi-.!On VI 
state run11er-up finish 111 
2006. 

Merrvman·~ ~enior ~ea­
,on ean1ed him ~ccond-team 
all Ohro. l'il",t-team All-Val­
lev. all-OVAC. all-Times 
Leader and fir\1-team Ea\l 
ern D1"tncl. 

Along with football. Mer­
l'} man was also a st,tndout 
for the Ti!!er~ • ba,ketball 
and ba~cball tea1m. winning 
OV AC titles in both of those 
~port~ 

Hill\ - who i, th.:: ~on of 
Tim and Sharon Merrvman 
of Shady~1de - plan~ on 
attendin!! either Ohio Uni 
vcr,11y-E~a~tern or The Ohio 
State Uni,·ersity. 

Robbie Davia 
Harrison Central 

Th" "'gnalcaller pht)ed a 
m,qor role in the turnaround 
of Hu,k1e-. lootb,tll bccuu,e 
of his tlm.:e-)ear stay 

under Coach Jthtin Krop 
ka. 

The () - 2. 200 -pounder 
fini,hcd hi\ prep career with 
4.762 ,ard, ,111d 46 touch­
UO\\ n p;l',c,. He al,o ran for 
13 ,core, and 712 ).ird,. 

Th,, p,1,1 t,tll. Davia put 
up 1.091 ),mh ,ind tllrC\\ 
for I ➔ toud1dm, lh. 

Da, 1, \\ a, J I Ir,t- team 
,11I-D,~trict. honorable men­
tion all-Ohio. all- Times 
Leader. all -Buc:kevc 8 and 
al 1-0\' AC thl' pa,·1 ,e.1,on. 
He aho took part 111 l;ht 
month·~ North South All­
Star Game. 

Durin!! his hi!!h ,chool 
career. Davia \\:-as aho a 
~tandout m ha~eball and let­
tered in ba,kctb.tll. He took 
part in FFA .1, well. 

Rohbic - who is still 
undecided on hi, collc!!i,1te 
plan~ - is lhc ,on of Randy 
and Kun Da, 1a or Cadi,. 

This two-~ay standoul 
wa, the leader of the high-
1 y-, uccess fu I Warriors 
offense from the quarter­
back spot. 

Davis passed for 1.727 
, ards and I 4 1ouchdowns 
faq ,eason. He also ran for 
I I touchdowns and had 35 
tackles and five intercep­
tions from his defensive 
back spot 

The 5-1 I. I 80-pounder 
wa, a first-team all-Ohioan 
and was first- team all-East­
ern District. All-Valley and 
first team all-OV AC as well 
.i, a Big 22 finalist. 

Davis was also a standout 
in track and basketball. 

Brock - who is the son 
of Jeffrey and Patricia 
Davis of Salesville - plans 
on attending Marietta or 
Muskin!!um Colle!!e. 

Justin Kaufmann 
Steubenville Central 

This two-way standout 
helped lead the Crusaders of 
Coach Gregg Bahen back to 
the Division VI playoffs last 
vear. 
• A-; a runnin!! back. Kauf­
mann tallied~, .252 yards 
n1,hing en route to earning 
all-OVAC. All-Valley and 
all-district accolades. 

Kaufman was also a 
,tandou1 in baseball for the 
Crusaders. 

Ju,tin - who plan, on 
attendin!! Cleveland State 
Uni\.ersity - 1s the ,on of 
Maruecn K,tufman and Eric 
Kaufman and re,ide~ in 
Steubcm Ille. 

Tro, Starr 
River 

This Pilot was one of the 
kc, rea,on, the Pilots made 
,1 teturn trip to the Division 
VI playoffs under Coach 
Mike Flannery. 

Starr ran for 1.145 vard, 
and ,cored 26 touchd~>wn~ 
on the ground. He had four 

Starr Wheeler 

receivin!! touchdown, and a 
return for a score. He had 
.J56 yards receiving. As a 
defensive ace at linebacker. 
Starr posted 86 solo tackles. 
four interceptions. I 2 tack­
les for loss and four sacks. 

Starr was a first-team all­
Ohio pick and Eastern Dis­
trict co- offensive Plavcr of 
the Year. He captain~d the 
All-Valley and all-Times 
Leader teams. He was first­
team all-OV AC and earned 
Big 22 honors. 

Alon!! with football. Starr 
was a standout in wrestling. 
He was also a member of 
the National Honor Societv. 
Student Council and served 
as Class President. 

Troy - who plans on 
attending The Ohio State 
University - is the son of 
Clvde and Gwen Starr of 
Powhatan Point. 

Joey Wheeler 
Shenandoah 

This former Zep was a 
two-way standout for Coach 
Tim Wilson·s Green and 
White squad. but it was as a 
running 

back where he 0 aincd 
most of his accolade/ 

The 5-10. 200-pounder 
ran for 1.326 yards and 25 
touchdowns for Shenandoah 
en route to All-Valley. all­
OV AC. all-PVC and all­
Ohio honors. He was a 
three-time member of the 
all-Eastern District team. 

Alon!! with football. 
Wheele-r took part in 
wrestlmg. power lifting. 4-
H and wheel-chair !!ame~ 
durin!? hi~ high s~chool 
career.~ He wa~ also a stand­
out in track and field. plac­
in!! in the state mcet"s long 
jurnp competition in the 
spring. 

Joey - who is the son of 
Bill and Melbsa Wheeler of 
Caldwell plans on 
attending West Libeny State 
College. 



W.Va. announces 
explosive defense 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

Ohio is going to bring :i lot of offensive 
firepower-into the 63rd annual Rudy 
Mumley OV AC All-Star Charity Football 
Classic slated for Sunday. July 27 at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

It's going to be West Virginia's job to 
slow down the vaunted and versatile 
Buckeye attack. 

And needless to say Mountaineer head 
coach B.J. Depew of Linsly took plenty of 
notes on how last vcar's Wc~t Virginia head 
man Mark Batton ·approached the -defensive 
side of the ball. 

--1 thought what Coach Batton did was 
great:· De-pew said. ··He came right after 
Ohio. If you can·t defend 
then you have to attack. 
and I really I ike that in an 
all-star game ... 

Whe~n he sat down to 
pick his first and second­
level players on the defen­
sive side of the ball he was 
looking for kids with high 
motors. 

"We wanted guy~ that 
could run all over the field 
and make play~:· DepC\\ 
admitted. "We think we can get an up-field 
surge and then our linebackers are quick and 
athletic. I think we can put ~ome pressure on 
(Ohio} which might nullify ~omc of their 
speed." 

Slated to ~cc time either at linebacker or 
along the defensive lines are: Magnolia's 
Steven Zajdowicz. Magnolia's Kyle Smith. 
John Marshall's Taylor Potts. Wheeling 
Park's Lucas Goodwin. Wheeling Park's 
Allen Earnest. Whee Ii ng Central· s Josh 
Contraguerro. Brooke's Jesse Campbell. 
Paden Citv·-. Ro,h Cain and Lin,I\ ·, Ian 
Berry. • • 

Here·\ a cap,ule look. at the players: 
IAN BERRY. Lin!,ly - Thi!, former 

Cadet saw time along the defensive line at a 
tackle !>pot for the Cadet<; and Depew last 
season. 

The 5-ft- I 0. 240 pounder wa!-> a force 
again.,t the run. 

Ian. who 1s the .,on of Gloria Thoma\ of 
Sebring. Florida. J!, planning on attending 
Seton Hall Univers,itv. 

ROSH CAIN. Paden Citv - Thi, line­
backer wa~ a force on the defen~ive ,ide of 
the ball for Coach Brent Croasmun and the 
Wildcat~. 

The 6-ft. 210 pounder was a three-time 
all-OVAC player as well as a first-team 
Mason Dixon and first-team All River 
Valley along with special mention all-Ohio. 

Rosh. who plans on attending West 
Libertv State College. is the son of Brenda 
Smith. and Doug Smith and the late Terry 
Cain. 

JESSE CAMPBELL. Rrooke - This 
former Bruin anchored both sides of the line 
for Coach Dave Reitter from his center and 
defensive tackle spots. 

As a defcnsi ve Ii neman. he recorded I O 2 
tackles and as an offensive lineman graded 
out at 7 5 percent blocking. -

Jesse is the son of Pam and Delbert 
Campbell of Colliers. 

JOSH CONTRAGUERRO. Wheeling 
Central - This former Maroon Knight 
played a key role each of the past three sea­
sons for Coach Mike Youll!!°s charges. 

The 6- ft. 205 pounder wreaked havoc 
during his career. compiling 305 tackles. 19 
sacks. eight interceptions. eight fumble 
recoveries. three forced fumbles and he 
blocked three punts for good measure. 

He was twice a first-team all-state pick. 
captaining the defensive side as a scnioor. 
He was twice a first-team all-OV AC and all­
Valley selection. He was also the Knights· 
Most Valuable Player and was a Big 22 
finalist. He was runnerup for the Huff 

Award and received special honors at the 
Dapper Dan. 

Alon!! with football. Contraguerro was 
active in~art club and he rean track. 

Josh. who plans on attending West 
Virginia University. is the son of Bob and 
Jody Contraguerro of Wheeling. 

ALLEN EARNEST. Wheeling Park -
This two-way standout was a force on both 
sides of the ball for head coach Mark 
Nardone. 

The 5-ft- l 0. 2 1 0 pounder saw time as a 
nose guard and as a fullback during his sen­
ior year. 

Other than football. Earnest took part in 
Young Life. 

Allen. who is the son of Doug and Pam 
Earnest. plans to attend West Libert State 

College. 
LUCAS GOODWIN. 

Wheeling Park - This 
former Patriot was the 
main man in the middle for 
Nardone at the linebacker 
spot. 
The 6-ft-1. 195 pounder 
was one of the Patriots· 
leading tacklers this season 
from that spot. 
Along with football. Lucas 

is a member of the National Honor Society. 
active in Youth Group and Varsity Athletic 
Club. 

Lucas. who is the son of Dr. Joseph and 
Amy Goodwin, plans on attending WVU in 
the fall. 

TAYLOR POTTS. John Marshall -
This former Monarch was a two-way line­
man for Coach Mark Hinerman's team last 
fall. seeing time at center and nose guard. 

The 6-ft. 230 pounder recorded eight 
sacks. three fumble recoveries and 7 5 tack­
le~ dnring the course of the season. 

Pott~ ~was a second-team al I-state pick. 
took pa11 in last month's Notth-South Game 
and wa~ first - team all-OVAC. He also 
received the John Marshall Football Scholar 
Athlete Award. 

Along with athletics. Potts is active in 
FCA. SADD. Ski Club. Leo Club and he 
~erves as the co-director of his church's 
vacation bible school. 

Taylor. who is the son of Patrick Potts 
and Janie Potts. plans on attending college. 

KYLE SMITH. Magnolia - This former 
Blue Eagle was a mainstay at defensive 
tackle for Batton·s team. 

The 5-ft-9. 260 pounder logged 153 
tackles his final two prep seasons and also 
had a sack. a fumble recovery and forced 
two fumbles. 

Smith was a special-mention all-state 
pick as well as second-team all-Valley and 
honorable mention all-OV AC. 

Along with football. Smith was a mem­
ber of the Magnolia track team. He's also 
active in Young Life and is a member of the 
New Martinsville United Methodist Church. 

Kyle. who is the son of Kathi Smith and 
Joe Smith of New Martinsville. plans on 
attending Ohio Wesleyan University to play 
football. 

STEVEN ZAJOOWICZ. Magnolia -
This former Blue Eagle was a pl,iymaker at 
the linebacker spot for Batton·s defensive 
unit. 

The 5-ft-9. 205 pounder had 95 tackles. 
including four sacks. He also rushed for 
1.432 yards and 1 8 touchdowns as the Blue 
Eagles· primary ball carrier. 

He was a first-team all-state pick the past 
two years and all-OV AC the past two years. 
He was also a Big 22 finalist and received a 
honor at the Dapper Dan Banquet. 

Along with athletics. Zajdowicz volun­
teers his time to help with kids with disabili­
ties. 

Steven. who plans on attending Fairmont 
State University. is the son of Steve and 
Cindy Zajdowicz of New Martinsville. 
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• Receivers------
continued from Page B1 

all-OV AC. all-Time\ Leader. al l-Buckeye 8. all-Valley and 
was a Big 22 finalist. 

Gust was al,o a standout in track and field before missing 
much of his .,enior sea,on with a nagging hamstring. He was 
a two-event all-Ohioan as a junior. 

Zach - who plan~ on attending The College of Wooster 
- is the son of Gina Gust and Marcus Raine and Leandra 

Nester. 
JIMMY REISZ. Beallsville - Thi!> former Blue Devil 

was a two-way standout for Coach Dave Caldwell ' s charges, 
which put forth a second consecutive perfect regular season 
and qualified for the Ohio playoffs. 

The 5-ft-9. 150-pounder was one of the Blue Devils' best 
1 on both sides. He was named team's Most Valuable Player 

and was voted best defensive back. 
Rei sz was a first.team all-district. all OVAC and all­

Times Leader performer. 
He also left his mark on the Ohio Valley in wrestling. 

winning the OVAC title as a senior and the Bierkorette 
Award given to the tournament's most outstanding grappler. 

Away from athletics. Rei sz i!> active in Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. Blood Drive and Spanish Club. 

Jimmy - who plans on anendmg Ashland University 
i!> the ~on of Jim and Sherri Reisz of Beallsville. 

MICHAEL WEHR. Barne!>ville - This former 
Shamrock seemed to make all of the big plays when Coach 
Luke Johnson's team needed them. 

The 5-ft- I I. 160-pound sparkplug caught 54 balls for 
I .0 IO yards and had I I touchdown grab!> during his career. 
He also accounted for 964 return returns and two scores. He 
wa\ ah,o a viable defensive back. recording I I interceptions 
and 29 pa!,!> breakups. while accumulating 96 tackle!>. 

Wehr was a fin,t-team all-Ohman this past year a~ well as 
a first-team all-District selection. He wa!> ·also accorded all­
OV AC. all-Time!> Leader and all -Valley. 

Wehr al!>o took part in basketball. Blood Bash and 
Varsity B dur ing hb prep career. 

Michael - who i:-. undecided upon his college plans -
is the son of Vicki Wells of Barnewille. 

ZANE CARTER, Wellsville - Thi!> former Tiger was a 
two-way standout for Coach Dave Skinner's squad this past 
sea!>on. 

The 6-ft-4. 195-pounder was a first-team all-OhJO pick as 
a defensive back. but his offensive number,1, were impressive 
as well. He recorded 25 catches for 407 yards and five 
touchdowns. He wa,; first-team all-Eastern District and all­
Area and also took part in the Penn-Ohio game earlier this 
summer. 

Zane - who is the son of Quinn and Bernadette Cartc::r 
plan,1, on attending either Marietta or Mt. Union . 
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• Line--------
continued from Page C1 

Eastern District. all-OVAC. all-Buckeve 8. all-Times 
Leader. all-Valley and spel."ial mention ail-Ohio. He also 
received one of the Five Blocks of Granite as presented by 
Big Season Spores. 

Jake. who plans on attending Walsh University in 
Canton. is the son of Rick and Jill Antolak. 

M lCHAEL BACH IE. Bridgeport - This former 
Bulldo!! was also a trend setter on both sides of the ball for 
Coach Rudy Vavrock·s club last ~eason. 

Ho.: ½,t, a talented tight o.:nd both a~ a blocker and a, a 
receI\'cr a~ evidenced b,:--his 2 I catche, for 281 vard'i , but i i 
wa,; on the dcfcn,i\'e ,idc as a rrnddle linebacker where he 
made his presence felt. 

The 6-ft- '.\. 225 pounder recorded 108 tackles. forced 
three tumble~. pounced on four and had two ,acl-..'i. 

Along \\·ith football. Bach1c played .1 ke) role 111 the 
Bulldog),. w1nn1ng the OVAC Cla,., I-A ba,;ketball title 
durin!! the winter. ~ 

Michael. who i, the ,on of Ernest and Carol Bachie of 
Bndgeport. plan\ on attending We,t Liberty State College. 

SHANE BISHOP. Budcvc Local - Thi~ forme r 
Panther made hi, mark on botl1 side~ of the ball for Coach 
Ron Poboli~h-\ outfit the la,l three year-;. 

The 6-ft- I. 220 pounder wa~ a force along the line for 
the Panther,· run-onentcd attack. On the defensi\e !->idc of 
the ball. he w,I'; one of the Panthers· leading ladder!\. 

Bishop \\'a~ a fir).t-tearn all-Ohio selection after being 
named to the fir!>t-team all-District. He wa:,, also a member 
of the all-Times Leader. all-OV AC. all-Buckeye 8 squads. 

Shane. who pl ans on allending West Liber ty State 
College. is the son of William and Sharon Bishop. 

JONATHAN FIGEL. Indian Creek - Thi:-. former 
Rcd:,,kin opened many a running hole during his thm: year!-, 
in the trenches for Coach Andrew Connor"s team. 

The 6-ft-2. 255 pounder blocked for a tno of I.000-yard 
backs during his career. He was also a t'-' o-year starter on 
the defensive line with 74 tackles and fi ve sacks. 

Fi!!el's fine season earned him all -Eastern District. all ­
OV AC . .ill-Buckeye 8 and second-team all-Valley. f-k was 
also reco~nized hy the Quad County and scn·cd as te,1111 
c,1ptain. 

Awa\· (rom athletics. Fi!!el also shines. He·s a member of 
the N,1tional Honor S~oc i etv. Kev Club. Student 
Ambassador. SADD and the Indian Creek productions. 

Jonathan. 1,vho is the son of Bonnie and John Figel of 
Mingo Junction. plans on attending Capital Universi ty~ 

BRANDON f"'REY. Steubenville - This former Big 
Red left guard was one of the mainstav, for Coach Reno 
Saccoccia·s '.-.quad the past two ~easons. , 

In holping the Big Red to their second straight state title 
as a junior. Frey recorded 44 pins as right tackle. He shifted 
to left guard la,t year and had 51 pins for a Big Red team. 
which advanced 10 the third round of the playoff~. 

The 6-ft-2. 260 pounder wa!-> a first-team all-Ea~tern 
Di..,trict pick as well a, honorable mention all-Ohio. 

Brandon. who plans on attending Bethany College. i!-> the 
son or Jill Nation and Gary Frey. He resides in Wmtersville. 

TREVOR JACKSON. Martins Ferrv - This former 
Purple Rider was a main,;tay for Coach o:1vc Bruney' steam 
as both a !!Uarcl and defensive tackle. 

The 6~ft. 235 pounder was one of the.anchors for the 
FelTV offensive line. 

Hh ,ea'>on wa-; recognizecl by receiving the 182 percent 
award. all-Eastern District. all-OVAC. all -Times Leader. 
all-Bucke) e 8 and special mention all -Ohio. 

Trevor. who is the son of Robert and Li!->a Jackson of 
Martins Ferry. pl.in), on attending Wheeling Jc~uit 
Univcrsitv. 

RY AN STOWERS. Ea~t Liverpool - This Potter tackle 
paved the way to a \trong \ea,on for runnmg backs under 
the offensive guidance of Pat McNichol. 

The 6-ft-5~ 255 pounder"s fine season dictn·1 go unno­
ticed. He received the Craw. Burbick Memorial A ward. the 
ESPN Radio Award and was named to the Quad-County 
Football Coaches Team. 

Awav from football. Stowers is a blackbelt in Tac Kwon 
Do and Jujitsu. 

Ryan. who is the son of Brian and Davena Stowers ol 
East Liverpool. plans on attending Bethany College. 

Staske\' ca11 he r eached <11 
.maskey@ii111esleadem11/i11e.co111 



SPORTS 

By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

West Virginia ·s <.:0achin!! staff has a 
!!OOd idea entering the 6:1rd annual 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All-Star Classic 
that the Ohio defen,c " ju,t going to 
allov. it to run the football. 

Therefore. h:n 111g plenty or wcapon­
rv on lhc ouhille wa~ a must when 
Linsly·~ B.J. Dcpcv. and ,taf! sat down 
to pick the Mountaineer roster for the 
annual ,ummer football game. which i~ 
slated tor July 27 at Wlieclmg lslanll 
Stadium . 

.. We \\'ant to have a, balanced an 
attack a!-, possible ... Depew said ... Ohio 
is goin!! to make U\ throw the football 
and wt thin!-- v.e·11 be prepared to do 
~o. 

Preparing to catch balls from quar­
terhack~ Michael .\n!.'alich and Alex 
Pelcchuttc arc this -group ol wide 
receivers: Brool,;c·s James McFarland. 
John Marshall"s Logan Jarrett. Bishop 
Donahue·s L.A. Hampton. Oak Glen's 
Gary Gamble. John Marshall's Jacob 
Carnahan and Weir High"s Steven 
Buffo. 

··we·ve got a lot of options at wide 
receiver." Depew offered. "We"vc got 
kids who had a ton of receiving yards 
and played in systems that were built 
on passing and we think that will allow 
us to open .. ~ome things up in the run­
nin" <•amc 

H~e·~ a cap~ule look at the player~: 
JAMES McFARLAND, Brooke 

- This former Brum wa<; a two-v.-ay 
,tandoul for Co,1ch Dave Reitter'~ team 
thi!> pa~t ~eason. 

The 6-ft. I 50-pounder <;aw time as a 
wide rccc1vt:r where he made 19 catch­
es for 3 70 yards and two !>core:--. 
Defensively. he pilfered three passes 
from his cornerback spot. 

McFarland - who served as team 
captain his senior year - was named 
team·s best receiver and defen!>ive 
MVP 

He wa\ also a standout in v.,restling. 
winning a state championship and team 
MVP honors. He abo took part in track 
and field. 

Mchtrland j<; a standout in the class­
room a~ well. He· !-- a member of the 

National Honor Society. Honor Roll 
mid Principal"~ List. 

James who plan, on attending 
West Liberty State College - is the 
,on of John and Barbara McFarland of 
Welbburg. 

LOGAN JARRETT. John 
Marshall - This former Monarch 
was a three-year mainstay for now 
retired head coach Mark Hinennan and 
the Monarchs. 

The 6-ft-'.!. 1 80-pouncler recorded 
I 09 catchc~ for l. 797 ) ard, and I 7 
touchdowns during his career. He wa~ 
also a two-year defensive main~tay 
with 162 tackles and eight intercep­
tions and he pounced on four fumbles. 

Jarett was a three-time all-state pick 
and three-times an all-OV AC honoress. 

Along with football. Jarrett was also 
a standout in track and field. 

Lo!!an - who is undecided about 
his future plans - is the son or Kevin 
and Debbie Jarrett of Moundsville. 

L.A. HAMPTON. Bishop 
Donahue This former Bishop was a 
big-play threat for Coach John 
Durdines· club thi, past fall. 

As a sentor. the 6-ft-2. 185 pounder 
made 50 reception~ for 8 I I yards and 
I 2 touchdowns. As a dcfen,;ive back. 
he recorded 73 tackle~. five intercep­
tions and forced three fumble\. 

Hampton·s fine season wa~ noticed 
by virtue of his selection to the all-~tate 
team. all-OV AC and all-Valley <;quads. 

Along with football. Hampton was a 
standout in track and field a~ well as 
basketball. 

L.A. - who is planning on auend­
ing West Liberty Stace College - is 
the son Kelly and Lionel Hampcon. 

GARY GAMBLE, Oak Glen -
This three-year mainstay for the 
Golden Bears did a little bit of every­
thing for now former coach Jeff 

Ohio's All-Star coaching staff 

THE TIM 

Woofter. 
The 6-ft- l. 175 pounder made 25 

catches for 550 vards and three scores 
as a senior. He also had an average of 
35 yards per kick return along with 
chree for scores. 

Gamble was a first-team all-Valley 
and al 1-OV AC pick this past season 
and garnered special mention all-stale. 

Along with foocball. Gamble was 
was a standout in basketball and tracl-­
where he fin i~hcd sixth in the ~t,lle 
meet in the I 00 da~h. 

Gary - who plans on attending 
Thiel - i~ t he son of Gary and 
Marcella Gamble of Newell. 

JACOB CARNAHAN. John 
Marshall - Thi~ fonner Monarch -
alono with the aforementioned Jarrett 
- f;rmed one of the area·s most lethal 

passing combinations for Hinerman·s 
te;un. 

The 6-fl- I. 180 pounder had 32 
catches for 797 yard~ and eight touch­
downs. 

He had 56 tackles and three scores 
as a defensive standout in the second­
ary. 

Carnahan was a first-team all­
OVAC and all-Valley pick. He was a 
all-state firs t -teamer and a Big 22 
Finalist. 

Along with football. Carnahan was 
a memb.er of the Monarchs· baseball 
team. 

Jacob - who plans on attending the 
University of Charleston - is the son 
of Tim and Teri Carnahan of 
Moundsville. 

STEVEN BUFFO, Weir High -
Thi, former Red Rider ~.iw time at no 
fewer than four ditfcrent ,pots playing 
for Eric Meek the past two !>ea~on!-,. 

The 6- ft. 170 pounder wa~ a three 
year letterman and ~tarted on the Red 
Rider team. which won the ~tale 111 

2005. 
Buffo was abo a four-vear rnain~tav 

for the Red Ri ders· ba·sebal I tean1. 
Along with ~ports. he also took part in 
Hi-Y.and chemistry club. 

Buffo - who is undecided upon hi~ 
college plans - is the son of John and 
Tina Buffo of Weirton. 

Sra.\f.:e\' can h e reached at 
nw.1ker@• iimesleadero11/11u'.co111 

Jeff Harrison/The Dai ly Jefferson•an 
The Ohio coaching staff for Sunday's Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star FootbaJI Charity Classic 
at Wheeling Island Stadium includes, front row I to r, assistant coach Steve Mercer, head 
coach Randy Thompson and assistant coach Bill Starr; back row, trainer Randy Elliott, assis­
tant coaches Brian Kittle, Vaughn Butler, Bruce Stiles and manager Tug Robson. 
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• Linsly 
Continued from Page C1 

Lofstead graduated from 
Linsly in 1986 and went on 
to Lafayette College in 
Easton. Pa. to play football 
and earn his degree. 

Lofstead took part Ill the 
1986 OVAC All-Star 
Classic and served the West 
Virginia side as a captain 
after earning all-state. all­
OVAC and all-Valley acco­
lades. 

Gerald and his wife 
Christina have two children. 
Graham (6) and Bridget (2). 
The Lofsteads reside in 
Wheeling. 

STEVE OCHAP 1s anoth­
er member of the Linsly staff 
who is once again gelling the 
opportunity to coach in a 
game he played in after hi~ 
senior year of high school. 

Ochap represented 
Wheeling Park High School 
m the game before gomg on 
to Bethany College to earn 
his degree in Engli~h 
Literature. He was a four­
year starter for the Bison and 
three-times earned first-team 
all-conlcrence honors. 

Steve arrived at Linsly 
four years ago and has been 
on the Cadets' staff since. 

Along with football. Steve 
also coaches fifth and sixth 
grade youth basketball. 

Steve and his wife Sarah 
reside in Wheeling. 

RAY SMITH has ~pent 
27 years working at the 
Linsly School in a variety of 
coaching positions. He's 
been a varsity football assis­
tant for two years. but has 
been around the Cadets· grid 
program for all 2 7 of his 
years at the school. 

Smith is a 1977 graduate 
of Wheeling Park High 
School and went on to earn 
his degree from Bethany 
College in 1981. 

Along with football. 
Smith is currently the Linsly 
freshman basketball coach 
and has previously been the 
head boys and girls' hoop 
coaches. He's been named 
I ntc 11 igencer/Wheel i ng 
News-Register Coach of the 
Year in 1997-98 and has 
coached in the OV AC Hoop 
Classic three times and cur­
rently serves on the commit­
tee for the game. 

Smith's the father of two 
children: Jordan (21) and 
Jerred ( I 6 ). 

Staskev can be reached at 
ss1askey@ri111esleadero11line. 
COi/i 



Coaches ready for OVAC All-Star Classic 

Jeff Hamson/The Dally Jeffersonian 

Kickoff is drawing closer for Sunday's annual Rudy Mumley OVAC AU-Star Football Charity 

Oassic at Wheeling Island Stadium. Game director Bob Koch (center) is flanked by Ohio head 

coach Randy Thompson of Buckeye Trail (left) and West Virginia head coach BJ. Depew of Limly. 

The Ohio and West Vu-ginia all-stars will square oft' Sunday evening at 7: 15 p.m. 

----- THE TIMES LEADER - Sunday, February 3, 2008 - C4 

I OVAC All-Star Game 

T•l Photo/BRIAN COOK 

PLANS FOR the 63rd annual Rudy Mumley OVAC All-Star Charity Football Classic 

kicked off last weekend with the annual announcement of the coaches. Pictured, from 

left. are West Virginia head coach B.J. Depew of Lmsly. Game Director Bob Koch and 

Ohio head coach Randy Thompson of Buckeye Trail. The annual game Is slated for 

Ju y 27 at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

TELLIGENCER - Wheeling, W.Va. - Thursday, January 31 , 2008 

OVAC All-Star 
Coaches Picked 
Thompson, Depew will 
lead Ohio, W.Va. 

By BRIAN COOK 
For the Intelligencer 

It's almost six months 
away. but the pcr!,onnel of 
the Rudy Mumley OVAC 
All-Star Football game have 
been working hard in prepa­
ration of the 3 7th annual 
event. 

"It's the event of the year 
in Ohto Valley athletics.·· 
Bob Koch. game director. 
said at Wednesday night's 
organizational meeting. 
"Every year we always have 
dedicated workers that con­
tinue to give back to Ohio 
Valley sports and it will con­
tinue to be no different thi:-. 
year ... 

Being announced a'.'> head 
coaches to represent the Ohio 
and We!>t Virginia squads will 
be Randy Thompson of Buck­
eye Trail and B.J. Depew of 
Linsly. respectively. 

· ' I am look mg forward to 
it. .. Thomp!>on $aid cheerful­
ly about leading the Buck­
eyes. ··It i!, going to be chal­
lenge and be very excItrng. It 

i'> great event for the athletes 
and the coaches of the 
OV AC to be able to get 
together to celebrate a great 
year of football... ~ 

Both coache!, will re,earch 
the pro,pectIve player<; in 
their state to form a 32-man 
squad plus one kicker. 

"There is some great tal­
ent all through the valley ... 
Depew !.aid ... Both Ohio and 
West V1rg1nia had some 
great foo£all programs this 
year and we ·re really look mg 
forward to wor!-.ing with the 
caliber of athletes in all the 
West Virginia schools.·· 

The pool of graduating 
:-enior players available have 
been hand ~elected from 
every coach in the valley and 
handed over to both Thomp­
\on and Depew mold into a 
winning team. 

"We only got the packet a 
few minute:-. ago and are anx­
I0 us to ~ee who I~ avail 
able.·· Thomp!.on said. 
··Both the Ohio and West 
Virginia side have produced 
some great athletes. We are 
going to get the kids which 
fit our ~ystem well ... 

~ 2008 * 
UA -STA 
FEST Al" 

Featuring: 
• Queen of Queens Pageant 
• OVAC All-Star Cheerleaders 
• The OVAC McDonald's 

All-Star Band 

Wheeling Island Stadium 
Sunday, July 27, 2008 
Kick-Off at 7.15 p.m. 

Advance Sale ncket: $7 .00 
At the Gate: $1 o 00 

,$>~'!,_~Lt~ 
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West Virginia Goes Agile, Explosive on 'D' 
Defensive makeup 
allows for aggressive 
defense for Depew 

Hy SETH STASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

Ohio i~ p>ing to bring a lot of 
offen,i\c firepower inlo the 63rd 
annual Rudy Mumley OV AC All­
Star Charil) Football Classic slated 
for Sunda). July 27 at Wheeling 
Island Stadium. 

It's going lo be Wcsl Virginia's 
job 10 slow down the vaunted and 
vcr~atile Buckeyes allack. 

Mountaineers coad1 B.J. Depew 
ot l.in-;ly look plenty of notes 011 
how la,1 season's West Virginia 
bus, Mark Ballon approached the 
defensive side of the ball. 

.. I though I what Coach Batton 
did was great." Depew said. "He 
came right after Ohio. tr you can ·1 
defend then you have to ,lllack. and I 
really like that in an all-star game.·· 

When he sat down to pick his first 
and second-level players on the 
defensive side of the ball he was 
looking for kids with high motors. 

··we wanted guys that could nm 
all over the Jield and make plays." 
Depew said. "We think we can get 
an up-field surge and then our line­
backers arc quick and athletic. I 
think we can put some pressure on 
(Ohio) which might nullify some of 
their SJ"JCed. • • 

Slated to sec time either at line­
backer or along the defensive lines 
are: !'vlagnolia ·s Steven Zajdowicz 
and Kyle Smith. John Marshall's 
Taylor Potts. Wheeling Park's Lucas 
Goodwin and Allen Eamcst. Wheel­
ing Ccntral's Josh Contraguerro, 
Brooke·s Jesse Campbell. Paden 
City's Rosh Cain and Linsly's Ian 

Bcn-y. 
Here·-; a capsule look at the play­

ers: 
Ian Berry 

Linsly 
This fonner Cadet saw time ,!long 

the defensive line at a tackle spot for 
the Cadeb ,md Depew last season. 

The 5-foot• 1 0. 240-poumler was 
a force again-;t the nm. 

Jan. who 1~ the son of Gloria 
Thoma!-- of Sebring. Fla. is plan­
ning on attending Seton Hall Uni 
vcrsity. 

Rosh Cain 
Paden City 

This linebacker was a force on the 
defensive side of the ball for Coach 
Brent Croasmun an<l the Wildcats. 

The 6 -0, 2 I 0-pounder was a 
three-time all-OVAC player as well 
as a fir!-.t team Ma-,on Dixon and 
first-team All River Valley along 
with special mention alt-W.Va. 

Rosh, who plan-; on attending 
West Liberty State College. is the 
son of Bren<la and Doug Smith and 
the late Terry Cain. ~ 

Jesse Campbell 
Brooke 

This Fonner Bruin anchored both 
sides of the line for Coach Dave 
Reitter from hi~ center and defen 
sive tackle spots. 

As a defen~ive lineman. he 
recorded I 02 tad.I cs and as an 
offensive lineman graded out at 75 
percent blocking. 

Jesse is the son of Pam and Del 
bert Campbell of Col hers. 

.Josh Contraguerro 
Wheeling Central 

This former Maroon Knight 
played a key role each of the pa,t 
three sea!-,0n~ for Coach Mike 
Young's charge~ . 

The 6-0. 205 pounder wreaked 
havoc during his career. compiling 

• 'WI'<: ..1J 
Berry Cain Contraguerro Earnest Goodwin Potts Zajdowicz 

305 tackles, 19 sacks. eight inter­
ceptions. eight fumble recoveries, 
three forced fumbles and he blocked 
three punts for good measure. 

He was twice a first-team alt-state 
pick. captaining the defensive side 
as a '>enior. He was twice a first­
team all OVAC and all-Valley 
selection. He was also the Knights' 
Most Valuable Player and was a Big 
22 finalist. He wa, runnerup for the 
Huff Award and received special 
honors at the Dapper Dan. 

Along with football, Contraguem> 
wa!. active in art dub and he ran 
track. 

Josh. who plans on attending 
West Virginia Uni,ersity. i~ the son 
of Bob and Jody Contraguerro of 
Wheeling. 

Allen Earnest 
WheelinJ:? Park 

Thi~ two-way ,tandout wa~ a 
force on both sides of the ball for 
head coach Mark Nardone. 

The 5-10, 2 I 0-pounder saw time 
as a nose guard and a~ a fullback 
during his M!nior year. 

Other than football, Eame~t took 
part in Young Life. 

Allen. who is the son of Dou" and 
Pam Earnest, plan, to attend We~t 
Libert State College. 

Lucas Goodwin 
Wheeling Park 

This tonner Patriot was the main 
man in the middle for Nardone at 
the linebacker spot. 

The 6-1. 195-poumler wa, one of 
the Patrioh • leading t,1ckter, th 1, 
season. 

A lon!! with football. Luca~ i~ a 
membetof the Nation.ii Honor Soci­
ety. active in Youth Group and Var­
sity Athletic Club. 

Luca~. who is the ~on of Dr. 
Joseph and Amy Goodwin. plan, on 
attending WVU in the fal l. 

~ Taylor Potts 
John Marshall 

Thi, former Monarch v. a, a two­
way lineman for Co,1ch Mark Hiner­
man·~ team la-,t fall. seeing time at 
center and no,c guard. 

The 6 0. 230-pounder recorded 
eight ~ack,. three fumble recoveries 
and 75 tackle'>. 

Polls wa~ a second team all-state 
pick. took part in la!-,( month', North­
South Game and was tiN team all-
0 V AC. He al,o received the John 
Marshall Football Scholar Athlete 
Award. 

Along with a1hlct1c,. Potts is 
actl\e in FCA. SADD. Sl..i Club. Leo 
Club and he setve~ a~ the co-director 
of his church·., vacation bible school. 

Taylor, who i, the ,on of Patrick 
and Janie Pott,. plan, on allcnding 
college. 

K,•leSmith 
l\

0

lagnolia 
Thi-, former Blue Eagle ,, as a 

mmn,ta)' at dch.:n,ivc tackle for Bat­
ton·, team. 

The 5-9. 260-pounder logged 

153 tackles his final two prep ~ea­
,ons and also had a sack. i1 fumble 
recovery and forced two fumble,. 

Smith was a special-mention :ill 
~late pick as well as !>econd-team 
all-Valley and honorable mention 
all-OVAC. 

Along with football. Smith "'as a 
member of the Magnolia track team. 
He·s also active in You!1¥ Life and 
is a member of the New Martinsville 
United Methodist Church. 

Kyle. who is the son of Kathi and 
Joe Smith of New Martinsville. 
plans on attending Ohio Wesleyan 
University to play football. 

Steven Zajdowicz 
Magnolia 

This former Blue Eagle was a 
playmaker at the linebacker spot for 
Ballon ·s defensive unit. 

The 5-9. 205 pounder had 95 
tackles. including four sacks. He 
also rushed for I .432 yards and 18 
touchdowns as the Blue Eagles· pri­
mary ball carrier. 

He was a first-team all.stale. All­
Valley and all-OV AC pkk the past 
two season. He was also a Big 22 
finalist and received a honor at the 
Dapper Dan Banquet. 

Along with athletics. Zajdowicz 
volunteers his time to help with kids 
with disabilities. 

Steven. who plans on allcnding 
Fainnont Stale Universitv. is the son 
of Steve and Cindy Zajdowic7. of 
New Martinsville. 
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w.va. 
Solid At 
WR Spot McFarland Jarrett Hampton 

Depew: We're prepared 
to throw the football 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

Weq Virninia·s coaching staff 
believes lini11g up and tryimtto run 
through the Ohio defense might not be 
the best plan during the 63rd annual 
Rudy Mumley OV AC All Star Cla!>!>ic. 

Therefore. havang plenty of weaponry 
on the outside was a must when Linsly' s 
B.J. Depew and staff sat down to pick the 
Mountaineers roster for the annual summer 
football game. which is slated for July 27 
at Wheeling Island Stadium. 

"We want to have as balanced an attack 
as possible." Depew said. 

.. Ohio is going to make us throw the 
football. and we think we'll be prepared to 
do so.·· 

Preparing to catch passes from quarter• 
backs Michael Angalich and Alex 
Pelechuue arc this grou-p of wide receivers: 
Brooke's James McFarland. John Mar• 
shall"s Logan Jarrett. Bishop Donahue·\ 
L.A. Hampton. Oak Glen's Gary Gamble. 
John Marshall's Jacob Carnahan and Weir 
High·~ Steven Buffo. 

::wc·vc got a lot of options al wide 
receiver:· Depew offered. 

.. wc·vc got kid:-. who had a ton of 
receiving yard, and played in ,y-.tcm, that 
were built on pas,111g. and we think that 
will allow us 10 open ,ome things up in the 
running game." 

Here's a capsule look at the players: 
JAMES McFARLAND. Brooke - Thi~ 

former Bruin was a two.way standout for 
Coad1 Dave Reitter·, team thi-. pa-.t sea• 
'iOll. 

·1 he 6-foot. I SO.pounder saw time as a 
receiver. where he had 19 catches for :no 
yanh and two ~core),. Defensively. he pil· 
fered three passes from his cornerback 
,pol. 

McFarland. who ,crvcd a), team captain 
hi~ ~cnwr year. was named team·\ hc:-.t 
receiver and defensive MVP. 

He wa~ also a qandout in wre~lling. 
winning a -.talc championship and 1eam 
MVP honor-.. He al),o took part in track 
and field. 

Mchirland I'- a ,tandout in the cla\!> · 
room as well. He's a member of the 
National Honor Society. Honor Roll and 
Princ1pal's List 

Jame),. who plans on attending We~t 
Liberty State College. i~ the ~on of John 
and Barbara McFarland of Welhburn. 

LOGAN JARRETT. John Mar),hall -­
This former Monarch was a three year 
mainstav tor now retired head coa<:11 Mark 
Hinermi'm and the Monarchs. 

The 6- 2. I 80•poundcr recorded I 09 
catche\ I or l. 7 9 7 vard, and I 7 touch• 
downs durin¥ his c'i1recr . He was also a 
1wo-ycnr delen:-.ivc main~tav with 162 
tackles and eight intcrcep1(on), and he 
pounced on four fumbles. 

Jarrell was a three. time all-state pick 
and three•limes an all•OV AC honoree. 

Along with football. Jarrett was al,o a 
!',landout 111 trad. and field. 

Logan. who is undecided about his 
future plan!',. i-. the ,on of Kevin and Deb· 
b1c Jarrett of Moundwillc. 

L.A. HAMPTON. Bi~hop Donahue -
Tim former B1~hop wa" a big-play threat 

Gamble Carnahan Buffo 

OVAC ALL-STAR GAME 
for Coach John Durdines' club. 

As a senior. the 6·2. I 85·pounder had 
50 receptions for 8 I I yards and 12 touch• 
downs. 

As a defensive back. he recorded 7 3 
tackles. five interceptions and forced three 
fumbles. 

Hampton's fine season was noticed by 
virtue of his selection to the all•state team. 
all•OVAC and all• Valley squads. 

Along with football. Hampton was a 
standout in track and field as well as bas­
ketball. 

L.A .. who is planning on attending West 
Liberty State College. is the son Kelly and 
Lionel Hampton. 

GARY GAMBLE, Oak Glen - This 
three.year mainstay for the Golden Bears 
did a little bit of everything for 110w former 
coach Jeff Woofter. 

The 6- 1. 175•pounder had 25 catches 
for 550 yards and three scores as a senior. 
He also had an ·average of 35 yards per 
kick return along with three for scores. 

Gamble was a first•team all• Valley and 
alf.OV AC pick la~t season and garnered 
:-.pccial mention all.state. 

Along with football. Gamble was was a 
standout in basketball and track where he 
fmished ~ixth in the state meet in the I 00 
dash. 

Gary. who plans on attending Thiel. is 
the son of Gary and Marcella Gamble of 
Newell. 

JACOB CARNAHAN. John Marshall 
- This former Monarch. along with Jar­
rett. formed one of the area·:-. most lethal 
passing combinations for Hinerman·s 
team. 

The 6· 1. 180-pounder had 12 catche, 
ror 797 yards and eight touchdown~. He 
had 56 tackle~ and three ~<.:OTC!> a!> a dcfen· 
sivc standout in the secondary. 

Carnahan was a first- team a!].OVAC 
and all•Vallcy pick. 

He wa,; a all•state first-teamer and a Big 
22 Final1,;1. 

Along with football. Carnahan was a 
member of the Monarch,· ba,eball team. 

Jacob. who plan, on attending the Uni ­
versity of Charlc\!011. i'.-- the son of Tim 
and Teri Carnahan of Mound~ville. 

STEVEN BUFFO. Weir High - Thi, 
former Red Rider saw time at no fewer 
than four different ,pots playing for Eric 
Mech. the pa,t two ,easons. 

The 6•foot. I 70•poundcr wa, a three• 
year letterman and ,tarted on the Red Rid­
ers team. which won the :-.talc in 2005. 

Buffo wa:-. also a four.year mainstay for 
the Red Rider~ · baseball team. Along with 
sports. he also took part in Hi• Y and chem 
istrv club. 

Buffo. who will attend Wheeling Jc:-.uit 
Univer,ity. i, the son of John ai1d Tina 
Buffo of Weirton. 

• Mountaineers 
Line is Solid 
Depew: I think we 
have some depth 

Bv SETH ST ASKEY 
For The Intelligencer 

The football c!1 che that 
say!> games are won and lo,t 
in thttre~che~ 1s usually right 
on when II come~ 10 the annu­
al Rudy Mumley OV AC All• 
Star Charity Football Classic. 
which is slated for July 27 at 
Wheeling Island Stadium. 

Knowing that from past 
experiences. West Virginia 
coach B.J. Depew of Linsly 
and his trusted cohorts sat 
down to draft their squad for 
this. the 63rd annual bi•state 
~ummer cla~h with linemen 
on the mind. 

.. , 1hink we have some 
depth up front:· Depew ~aid. 
.. , am really pleased with the 
group of kids we've picked to 
play along the line." 

The West Virginia squad is 
stacked with not only big line· 
men. but athletic ones. which 
is key to combat a deep Ohio 
unit. 

"We put together guys 
who can work well as a unit.·· 
Depew said ... We are fairly 
hig in most of the spots up 
front and we can move prclly 
well. so I am excited 10 2et 
these guys into camp and see 
what they can do." 

Set to battle for the playing 
time in the West Virginia 
trenches are: Linsly·s Sam 
Cecil, Tyler Consolidated's 
Lo!!an Efaw. Brooke·s Drake 
Ko\•:chcck. Wheeling Part(, 
Bobby McConnell. Magno• 
lia ·:-. Taylor Shepherd and 
Wheeling Park's Dave 
Vetanze. 

Here is a capsule look at 
the player~: 

SAM CECIL. Linslv -
This former Cadet standout 
was a two.way tackle stand· 
out. 

The 6•foot. 250•pounder 
was one of the most consis­
tent blockers for Linsly with 
I 7 pancake blocks and also 
had 43 tackles at a defensive 
standout. He had three sacks. 

He was named to the all· 
OV AC and all-Valley squads. 

Sam. who is the son of 
Clay and Lois Ceci l of New 
Martinsvil l e. wi ll attend 
Columbia University in New 
York City to play football. 

LOGAN EFAW. Ty ler 
Consolidated - This former 
Silver Knight was a standout 
on both -;ides of the ball. 

The 6-2. 205 pounder truly 
left his mark on the defensive 
side of the ball with 1 09 tack• 
!es - I 2 for a loss. He also 
had three interceptions and a 
fumble recovery. 

Efaw was first•team all· 
OV AC. second•team all Val• 
ley. fir-.t-team All Mid-Oh10 
Valley. fir..Heam all•state. 

Logan. who i~ the son of 
Mike and Julie Efaw of Paden 
City. plans on attending Mar­
shall University. 

DRAKE KOWCHECK. 
Brooke - This former Bruin 
was a two•way ~tandout along 
the line for head coach Dave 
Reitter. 

The 6 -1. 2 7 5•pounder 
graded out at 82 percent 
blocking. and defensively he 
had 77 tackle~ and had two 
'"1cb. 

He wa~ a second•team all• 
Valley. honorable rncn11on 
all-OV AC. honorable men• 
lion al ].-.tate. 

He was al,o a !>tandout in 
wre!-.tling. qualifying 10 the 
~late tournament three time~. 

Drake. \\ ho b the ,on of 
Eric Kowchcck ,ind Jacl-.ie 
Huggins of Wellsburg. plans 
on ,mending Mar~hall Univer· 
sity. 

BOBBY McCONNELL. 
Whcelinc P.irk - Thi~ for 
mer Pa1r101 wa, also a two• 
way standout for Coach Marl... 
Nardonc·s -.quad. 

The 6-]. 225•pounder ,aw 
time at lefl tackle and defen• 
s1ve end durinc hi-. \car~ with 
the Patriot~. - • 

Bobby. who is planning on 
attendmc Bctham College. is 
the ~ori of Jeff ,rnd Ethel 
McConnell of Vallev Grove . 

TAYLOR SHEPHERD. 
Magnolia - Thi~ former 
Blue Eagle was the anchor of 
the line "tor Coach Mark Bat· 
ton as a center. 

Shepherd was also a stand­
out at linebacker with 23 solo 
and 45 assisted tackles. As a 
center. he made 35 straight 
starts and helped lead his 
team to the plavoffs. 

He was a fi rst•team all­
slate and a11.OVAC pick. 
Firsl•lcam all• Vallev and all• 
Mid Ohio Valley. -

Taylor. who is the son of 
Torn and Lisa Shepherd of 
New Martinsville. plans on 
attending West Virginia Uni• 
vcr~itv. 

DAVID VETA\:ZE. 
Wheelinc Parl-. - Tim for. 
mer Patriot \\as a t'w<)-wav 
line ace for Coach Nardone·~~ 
charges thb pa\t ,ea~on. 

A.,, .in offensive lineman. 
the 6· 2. 290-pounder was 
charted for 3 7 pancake 
blocks and as a defensi ve 
linemen he recorded 24 tack· 
les. 

His solid campai!!n didn ·1 
go unnoticed as he wa~ a sec· 
ond•team al l•state pick. As 
well a'::, a first·team all · 
OV AC and all• Valley '::,elCc• 

tion. 
David. who is the son of 

Dave and Tina Vetan7e of 
Wheeling. plans on auending 
West Virginia Univer\ity. 

~l:J,M,MER f~ 
HERE! 

lnsto lotion Dotes Avoilob e 
Call for Details. 

12 Months Some As Cash. 

WALLER. 
POOLS & SPAS 

1718 Eoff Street 
Wheeling , WV 


