
. OVAC Softball Championships 

Irish Eyes Smile 
St. John beats 
Cameron for 
Class A crown 

By RICH GIBSON 
For The Intelllgencer 

Rest assured, Coach Mark Witzberger's 
Cameron Dragons dldn 't win I 8 games playing 
like this, 

"We have an ail-sophomore infield," 
Witzberger advised. "I don't know - maybe it 
was big-game jitters or something else. 
"But that's uncharacteristic ofus. 
"We normally make the routine plays." 
Bellaire St John benefited greatly from nine 

Cameron errors in capturing the OV AC Class A 
softball title Monday with an 8-0 victory at 
Lisa's Field at the 1-470 Complex in Wheeling. 

While the Fighting Irish celebrated their sixth 
OV AC trophy in seven seasons, Witzberger and 
his 18-6 team are looking to rebound - as early 

asctoday. d H dred w v· · · ' ameron an un open est rrgrrua sec- • 
tional play in New Martinsville at 5 p.m. today. 

"Overall, we've played pretty steady much of 
the season," Witzberger added: "(Tuesday) just 
wasn't our day, that's ail. 
"Give SL John credit 
'.'They played with more consistency." 
Coach Jerry Magistro's Irish won for the I 6th 

time in 18 starts. The Irish oppose Wellsville at 
Shadyside when Ohio sectional play opens Sat­
urday. 

"I'm very, very happy for the girls," Maglstro 
said. "We scouted Cameron and felt we needed 
to put the bail in play ... try and make something 
happen." 
MISsion accomplished. 
Following two scoreless innings between . 

opposing mound aces Lacey Tustin (Cameron) 
and Amanda Rosepapa (St. John), the Irish 
broke through, scoring three times in the bottom 
of the third. 

Jenna Vavra, converted to catcher with regular 
Betsie Smith unavailable, drilled a two-out sin­
gle to left field. Rosepapa followed, reaching on 
a walk. Third baseman Sara Wamsley followed 
with a sharp single to left, scoring Vavra. 

The Dragons proceeded to mishandle the ball 
on a pair of tlrrows, permitting both courtesy 
runner Rosemary Lynn·and Wamsley to cross 
the plate. 
St John's made it a 7-0 issue an inning later, 

using two hits and three more Dragons errors to 
pull away. 

When leadoff hitter Lakyn McFarland reached 
on an error, Kristina Velkovich came home and 
it was 4-0. Vavra then came through with a 
clutch, two-run single to left McFarland raced 
home on an outfield error. 

After Rosepapa induced another free pass, 
Wamsley delivered a run-scoring single and the 
Irish were in command. 
St John added its final run in the sixth. 
Centerfielder Ashley Wallace singled, 

advanced on a wild pitch, then trotted home on 
yet another fielding gaffe. 

Rosepapa fired a five-hitter, compiling seven 
strikeouts and one walk. Vavra and Wamsley 
contributed two hits apiece. 

Tustin, who deserved a much better fate, 
chalked up eight strikeouts while issuing three 
walks. 
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Photos by Alex Kozlowski 
Bellaire St. John's Sara Wamsley looks to fire to first after forcing out Cameron's Lacey 
Tustin In Tuesday's Class A softball final. View additional photos at cu.theintelligencer.net. 
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Photo by Alex Kozlowski Cameron's Lacey Tustin works to the plate Friday against Linsly In an OVAC Class A semifinal game at the 1-470 Complex. The Dragons won the game, 4-2. View additional photos at cu.the(ntelligencer.net. 

Dragons Roar 
OVAC Class A 
final moved 
to Tuesday 

By MIKE HUGHES 
Stall' Writer 

Lacey Tustin struck out IO bat­
ters and limited Linsly to two runs 
on three hits as Cameron 
advanced to the OV AC Class A 
championship game against Bel­
laire St. John with a 4-2 victory 
al;(ainst the Cadets on Friday at 
Lisa's Field at the 1-4 70 Complex 
in Wheeling. 

Tustin surrendered two runs in 
the first inning on a single by Keri 
Kitchen, but from there, the Drag­
ons senior cruised. 

"Lacey really (bore) down and 
put the team on her back," 
Cameron coach Mark Witzberger 
said. 

Cameron got back in the game 
during the third inning when No. 
9 hitter Morgan Hughes fed. off 

with a double and was brought 
home on an a strongly hit ball by 
Lauren Siburt to shortstop. 

Kori Gouldsberry singled and 
later scored on an error to tie the 
game. 

Hughes came up bill again in the 
sixtfi inning, drivmg In Janet 
Peterson on n line-drive single 
into left centerfield. 

Kayla McConnell followed with 
a single that scored Hughes. 

"Morgan is just a fresjunan and 
I try to keep her in the No. 9 spot 
because actually, she's like anoth­
er leadoff hitter with her abili­
ties," Witzberger said. "Every 
time we've needed a big hit, she's 
come up forus." 

"This is a big win for us because 
Linsly is a great team, and we 
have the utmost respect for them. 

"They have had a good season." 
And the Cameron defense came 

up big the next half inning. 
Three errors on two consecutive 

plays allowed Linsly to get run­
ners at second and third with 
nobody out to start the home half 
of the sixth. 

OVAC SOFTBALL 

That series of events forced 
Witzberger to have a brief meet­
ing on the mound with his team. 

"I was nervous after that hap­
pened," Tustin said. "I was Wor­
ried that we were going to head 
into extra innings, but we buckled 
down, made the plays and got out 
of the inning." • . 

Summer Flowers lined out to 
first for the first out and Tustin 
followed by getting both Kitchen 

Finals 
Class AAA 
10:30a.m. 

Martins Ferry vs. Meadowbrook 
Claaa AAAA 
12:15 p.m. 

Wheeling Park vs. Brooke 
Class AA 
12:15 p.m. 

Wheeling Central vs. Frontier 
Class A 
Tuesday 

4p.m. 
Bellaire St. John vs. Cameron 

and Erika Mitchem swinging at 
strike three to end the threat. 

Given that the Cadets managed 
only. three hits, coming up empty 
after an opportunity to get back in 
the game was huge. 

"We had our chances and could­
n't take advantage of them," 
Linsly coach Liz Hofreuter-Lan­
dini said. 

Please See DRAGONS, Page 18 
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Dragons 
(Continued from Page 13) 
"But I have to give Cameron 

credit 
"They hit the ball hard, and 

often, and had some timely at• 
bats.'' 

After fulling to Llnsly 2-1 • 
earlier in the season, the Drag­
ons had a much better go­
around against Cadets pitcher 
Megan Byhannu. 

Cameron finished with eight 
hits - Gouldsberry went 3-
for-4 with three singles - and 
managed to get 12 runners 
total aboard. 

"We've really worked hard 
on our hitting," Witzberger 
said. "The girls got behind 
early, but I told them that it's a 
seven-Inning game and they 
stuck with it. 

"We played the way we 
needed to play, probably the 
best we've played all year." 

Now the Dragons must go up 
against the Fighting Irish and 
senior hurler Amanda Rosepa­
pu. 

The two teams haven't faced 
this season, but two seasons 
ago, Meghan Johnson fired a 
no-hitter against Cameron In 
the championship final of the 
OV AC Tournament and last 
season, Rosepapa finished with 
a one-hitter ai;ainst the Drag­
ons in the semifinals. 

"The girls have seen (Rosep­
apa) enough to know that this 
will be a tough game," 
Witzberger said. 

"We'll have to take advan­
tage of whatever breaks we 
catch and not hold anything 
back." 

Cameron and Bellaire s·1. 
John's championship game 
was moved to 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
averting a near fiasco. 

Because of prom, a call was 
made earlier in the day to 
move the date of the game 
because the Irish had prom Fri­
day and the Dragons Saturday. 

It was decided to play the 
game Monday and Cameron 
was notified. 
Witzberger informed his play­

ers of this, only to be told after 
the game that because of an 
objection by one of the eight 
remaining teams, the games 
would be played as originally 
scheduled. 

Cameron still planned to play 
at 2 p.m., but tl1is caused a rift 
between the team as the girls 
were forced to make the deci­
sion between going to the 
game, or prom. 

Tournament director Burry 
Closser was coaching his own 
team and was unavailable, as 
was OV AC executive secretary 
Tom Rataiczak, who left the 
game just prior to its conclu­
sion. 

SPI 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Cameron's Kori Gouldsberry takes a cut a!Jalnst Unsly on 
Friday. View additional photos at cu.theintelilgencer.net. 

Ed Cihy, a Wheeling Central 
assistant and tournament com­
mittee member, stayed well 
past 9 p.m., making phone 
calls and trying to get a plan 
hammered out to accommodate 
ail teams involved. 

OV AC Class AA 
Semifinal 

Frontier 4, Buckeye Trall 1 
Maggie Brunoni struck out 

I 3 batters and finished with a 
no-hitter us Frontier defeated 
Buckeye Trail to advance to 
today's final at 12: 15 p.m. 
opposite Wheeling Central. 

Kristen Tidd drove in a run 
with a single and a double for 
the Cougars while Alissa Kirk· 

'bride added a double. 
Amy Kittie and Rory Cox had 

two steals apiece for the War­
riors, whose lone run came on 
an error that scored Emily 
McEndree. 

Frontier nearly decided not to 
play in the championship 
game. 

The Cougars prom is tonight 
and the Class AA game was 
originally slated for a 3:45 
p.m. start, putting the team 
back in New Matamoras well 
after the dance's start time. 

After a lengthy effort to recti­
fy the situation by Cihy, the 
game was moved to 12: 15 
p.m. 

. LATE THURSDAY 
OVAC Class A quarterfinal 

Bellaire St. John 1 
W cir ton Madonna 0, 

16 Innings 
Bellaire St. John's Amanda 

Rosepapa and Weirton Madon­
na's Kacy Magnone were 
locked in a scoreless pitchers' 
duel for 14 innings before 
West Virginia rules pushed 
them from the circle and the 
game into the hands of relief 
pitchers Sara Wamsley (St. 
John Central) and Liz P1etran-

ton (Weirton Madonna). . 
By the time they left -

state rules don't allow anyone 
to throw more than 14 innings 
in one day - the two com­
bined for 35 strikeouts, 20 by 
Rosepapa and I 5 by 
Magnone. 

The Irish scored the game's 
only run in the bottom of the 
16th when Jenna Vavra led off 
with a double, was pushed to 
third on a single by Rosepapa 
and scored on a single by 
Wamsley. 

' Bellaire St. John 1 
Weirton Madonna o 

St. John 000 000 000 000 000 O - o 3 2 
Madonn■OOO 000 000 000 000 1 - 1 7 1 

S - Rosapep11. (20S0, 4W), Wamsley 
(15) wp (050, OW) and Smith. Wamsley S, 
rbl V8Vfe 0. 

W - Magnone (1550, 'Nol), Pletranton 
(15) (150, OW) end Paoloamlllo. 

••• LATE BASEBALL 
Buckeye Local 7, 

Wheeling Central 6 
At Wheelinl;\, the Panthers 

scored six· runs m the first three 
innings and one ln the seventh 
top top the Maroon Knights. 

Shadyside 9, 
Wheeling Central 1 

At . Wheeling, Coty 
Mt:Cormick belted a i.rnnd 
slam and picked up a victory 
on the mound for the Tigers. 

Mike Meintel added a round 
tripper for Shadyside. 

An Adam Parsons homer 
provided the lone run for 
Wheeling Central. 

Buckaye Loe..! 7, WhffRng Centnl 6 
Buck•p l.Dc.11 321 000 001 - 7 14 3 
Wheeling C.ntnl 000 060 000 - 6 13 D 

BL-McCoy (650, 3W), Be11ver wp rn) 

(150, OWi and EdzkoWllkl. Pelrpolnt O, 35; 
Bishop 2D, T; McCoyT. 

WC-Rlcherdaon n1s0, 1W), Parsons Ip 
!Bl (1S0, OW) and Zani. Jackson O, S; F~e 
25; Wltzberger D, S. 

Shadyskl• 9, Wheeling Centr.t 1 
Shadyside 020 200 5-9 9 2 
Wheeling Central 000 100 0-1 3 3 

s-McCormlck wp {750, 2W) and Kuban• 
elk. Malntel HR; McCormick GSHR, 25. 

WC-BIBBII Ip (350, 1W). Edwards ;7) 
(250, 1W) and Paroons. Parsons HR 

'--.:. 
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Photo by Mike Harvilla 

The wind, and the pitch 
Weirton Madonna starting pitcher Casey Magnone 
fires one plateward Thursday against Bellaire St. John. 
The Fighting Irish emerged with a 1-0 victory In an 
OVAC Class A contest in Wheeling. 

OVAC · 
Softball 
Pairings 
• Al Games ronr~ tf W11eu noiod 

Wei al CarrtriiJe • 
--•Edso-1 --·--•l'f1leel'1!Pa,j, 73'.lp.m. 

CLASSH 
lr<ial1 Craek at Mri1s Ferry 
St~• Maaoowtroo!< 
Bellalra • - Ceolral 
Magnoia al Oak Gm 

CI.ASS2-A 
Morroa Carlra< al Whaair'J CC 

- al Frontier Fort Frye at Bockaya TraJI 
-•-cc 

CLASS1-A 
Shadysxla. St Jorn. 
Bealls\Sle al l.lroly, 5:4S ~m. 
!l,'<lgapalatCM!am,. 

BlstqJ - at Madoona 

OVAC Softball Finals reset 
The Ohio Valley Athletic 

Conference Championship Softb~ll 
Games were. all postponed due to ram. 
The revised schedule has been set: 
Monday - Class 2-A and Class 4-A at 

Central, Park win. OVAC softball crowns 
Wheeling Park and Wheeling Central 

brought OVAC Softball titles·back to the 
Friendly City Monday night at Lisa's Field in 
Elm Grove. 

• The Patriots knocked off Brooke by a 7-2 
count, while Central cruised past Frontier to a 

• 10-0 victory. 
Mary Hohman was strong for the Lady 

Patriots, striking out eight and walking one. She 
helped her own cause with two singles. 

Katie Eckman came up big for Park with a 
three-run triple. 

WHEELING CENTRAL, meanwhile, got 

strong pitching from Brittany Derr and the 
offense pounded out IO hits off Frontier's 
Maggie Brunoni. 

Derr fanned six and allowed nary a walk. 
Val Palmer and Mary Petros each had a RBI 

single. Kayla Gray had a single, double and two 
RBI, while Lindsey Beaver had a single, double 
and four RBI. 

OV AC Championship action returns to 
Chambers' Complex this evening when St. 
John and Cameron battle for the I -A crown at 
4:30 p.m. 

Lisa's Field 
Tuesday .. Class I-A, 4:30 p.m. at 
Lisa's Field. 
Wednesday •· Class 3-A, 4:30 p.m. at 
Lisa's Field. 



Wheeling Park 
starting pitcher 
Mary Hohman 
rocks and fires 

to the plate 
Thursday 

against 
Cambridge. 

View additional 
photos at 

cu. thelntelli• 
gencer.net. 

Photo by 
Alex Kozlowski 

Park Softball 
Secures Upset 
Patriots eliminate 
top seed Bobcats 
in OVAC Tourney 

By NICK BEDWAY 
For The Intelligencer 

Supported by a staunch 
Wheehng Park defense, ace 
pitcher Mary Hohman recov­
ered from a slow start and 
allowed top-seeded Cambridge 
only two hits in the last five 
innings as the Patriots notched 
a 5-3 victory in Thursday's 
OV AC Class AAAA softball 
semifinal played at the Cham­
bers 1-4 70 Complex No. 4 field 
in Wheeling. 
Park rallied from a 3-0 deficit, 

avenging a doubleheader set­
back last Saturday at Cam­
brid~e and advanced to Satur­
day s OVAC championship 
game against either Brooke or 
Edison. 

Caitlin Wilson's booming 
triple that nearly banged off the 
centerfield fence on the fly, 
scored two runs to tie the game 
at 3-3 in the top of the third 
inning. Kaitlin Eckman's sacri­
fice fly in the sixth knocked 
home what proved to be the 
winning tally for the Patriots, 
I 7-6 on the season. 

"We really believed we 
would get them the third time," 
Park coach Dee Davis said. 
"At Cambridge, we had a COU· 
_,_ -~ ----- <.1a • • • 

the Bobcats with a single up the 
middle, and she took second on 
Maggie Starr's well-executed 
sacrifice bunt. Samantha Roller 
promptly singled just past 
Mathieu's outstretched glove to 
drive home the game's first run. I 
Danielle Shepherd then found 1 
the gap in nght center for a / 
double that knocked in Roller. 

Cambridge bad an opportunity • 
to break the game open in the / 
first inning as Janelle Givens 
followed with an infield hit to I 
shortstop on which Roller, with / 
the play ·in front of her, was 
unable to advance to third. !. 
Hohman then retired the side I 
by getting a force out at third I 
on a bouncer back to the circle, 
followed by a strikeout of 

1

. 

DeVaney Daugherty. 
After the second inning, Cam­

bridge managed to get only two 
more runners on base as 
Hohman settled down. For the 
second game in a row she did 
not allow a walk and struck out 
three. Lacie Maltley reached on 
a two-out single in the third 
inning before Hohman retired 
the next 1 0 batters she faced, 
until Megan Tharp led off the 
bottom of the seventh with a 
single into left field. 

Hohman then turned in a 
defensive gem of her own, rac­
ing in to field Kafury's bunt in 
front of the plate and firing a 
strike to first base, nipping the 
runner. She ended the game by 
getting Sarah Starr and Maol'ie 

One Big Hit 
. ,o/' ··,1\'''' ., 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski Wheeling Central's Lauren Baker, left, Is tagged out by Steubenville Central first baseman Mandy Almonte during an OVAC Class AA semifinal In Wheeling. View ackflfional photos at cu.theintelligencer.net. 

Sparachane single lifts Whg. Central 
By MIKE HUGHES 

Staff Writer nit~~~~e~~t ~~!f~~"~,,a~rJ .. ~"~f?~: ~-:!?_e_ ~~f?A,Kniphts also didn't 
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Park Softball 
Secures Upset 
Patriots eliminate 
top seed Bobcats 
in OVAC Tourney 

By NICK BEDWAY 
For The lntelllgencer 

Supported by a staunch 
Wheehng Park defense, ace 
pitcher Mary Hohman recov­
ered from a slow start and 
allowed top-seeded Cambridge 
only two hits in the last five 
inrungs as the Patriots notched 
a 5-3 victory in Thursday's 
OV AC Class AAAA softball 
semifinal played at the Cham­
bers 1-4 70 Complex No. 4 field 
in Wheeling. 

Park rallied from a 3-0 deficit, 
avenging a doubleheader set­
back last Saturday at Cam­
brid~e and advanced to Satur­
day s OV AC championship 
game against either Brooke or 
Echson. 

Caitlin Wilson's booming 
triple that nearly banged off the 
centerfield fence on the fly, 
scored two runs to tie the game 
at 3-3 in the top of the third 
inning. Kaitlin Eckman's sacri­
fice fly in the sixth knocked 
home what proved to be the 
winning tally for the Patriots, 
17-6 on the season. 

"We really believ.ed we 
would get them the third time," 
Park coach Dee Davis said. 
"At Cambridge, we had a cou­
ple of' errors that cost us both 
games. Our defense really 
played well (Thursday). We got 
a couple nice plays at short 
from Amy Mathieu and • Jiv' 
(second baseman Caitlin ·Jivi­
den) also had a good one." 

Park committed only one 
error, that was in right field 
after Alex Kafury opened the 
second inning with a single. 
Kafury advanced to second on 
the miscue and scored Cam­
bridge's third and final run on 
an RBI double into the left-cen­
ter gap by Sarah Starr. 

It was Starr who opened a 
two-run first-inning rally for 

the Bobcats with a single up the 
middle, and she took second on 
Maggie Starr's well-executed 
sacrifice bunt Samantha Roller 
promptly singled just past 
Mathieu's outstretched glove to 
drive home the game's first run. 
Danielle Shepherd then found 
the gap in nght center for a 
double that knocked in Roller. 

Cambridge had an opportunity 
to break the game open in the 
first inning as Janelle Givens 
followed with an infield hit to 
shortstop on which Roller, with 
the play ·in front of her, was 
unable to advance to third. 
Hohman then retired the side 
by getting a force out at third 
on a bouncer back to the circle, 
followed by a strikeout of 
Devaney Daugherty. 

After the second inning, Cam­
bridge managed to get only two 
more runners on base as 
Hohman settled down. For the 
second game in a row she did 
not allow a walk and struck out 
three. Lacie Mahley reached on 
a two-out single in the third 
inning before Hohman retired 
the next IO batters she faced, 
until Megan Tharp led off the 
bottom of the seventh with a 
single into left field. 

Hohman then turned in a 
defensive gem of her own, rac­
ing in to field Kafury's bunt in 
front of the plate and firing a 
strike to first base, nipping the 
runner. She ended the game by 
getting Sarah Starr and Maggie 
Starr on infield popups. 

The Patriots coach stressed 
that there was no panic on 
Park's bench after Cambridge 
jumped in front 

"When you are down 3-0 and 
it's still early in the game, who 
cares?" Davis asked. "If you 
are three runs down in the last 
inning, then you should worry. 
We had plenty of time to work 
our way back into the game. 
Mary settled down and kept 
them from scoring. Our offense 
came through when we needed 
to score some runs.•' 

Please See PARK, Page 21 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Wheeling Centrel's Lauren Baker, left. Is tagged out by Steubenvllle Central first baseman Mandy Almonte 
during an OVAC Class AA semifinal in Wheeling. View additional photos at cu.theintelligencer.net. 

Sparachane single lifts Whg. Central 
By MIKE HUGHES 

Staff Writer 
Jen Sparachane broke a scoreless 

tie in the bpttom of the seventh with 
a run-scoring single as Wheeling 
Central edged Steubenville Central, 
2-1, in a OV AC Class AA semifinal 
matchup Thursday at the 1-4 70 
Complex iri Wheeling. 

Sparachane's first-pitch grounder 
up the middle that scored Stephanie 
Barry from third came with two outs 
in a closely contested game that nei­
ther team deserved to lose. 

Crusaders starter Alexis Ferrera 
got Kayla Gray to ground out to 
short, and followed that by firing 
strike three past Val Palmer for her 
eighth and final strikeout of the 
game. 

Ferrera walked Barry on four 
pitches but still appeared as if she 
would escape the inning unscathed 
as Mary Petros hit a lazy pop-up 
down the first-base line. 

But in what has become a recur­
ring theme for Steubenville Central, 
the pop-up was dropped, allowing 
Sparachane to step to the plate. 

"For anyone who has followed 
us, that has been the story of our 
season," a disappointed Crusaders 
coach Jackie Rossi said. "In pretty 
much every single loss, we have 
made an error and the ( opposing) 
team has made us pay." 

"There have been some frustrat­
ing times this year, )Jut Wheeling 
Central is a very good team and they 
dido 't make any mistakes." 

The Maroon Knights also didn't 
fair too well at the plate. 

In 6 ½ innings, Ferrera allowed 
only three singles, the other two 
coming from Brittany Derr and 
Sparachane. Her control was spot 
on, and the veteran Crusaders righty 
got a plethora of Maroon Knights 
batters swinging at pitches they nor­
mally let pass by. 

"We were lucky (Thursday), 
that's for sure," Wheeling Central 
co-coach Ambrose Bober said. 
"(Ferrera) had us off balance." 

"We told the girls before the 
iame that, despite its record, Central 
1s a good, well-coached team," co­
coach Rick Magruder added. 

Please See BIG, Page 21 



Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Wheeling Central's Jen Sparachane fires vs. Steubenville 
Central. View additional photos at cu.theintelligencer.net. 

Big 
(Continued from Page 19) 
"Ferrera is a very smart 

pitcher." 
But the Maroon Knights 

have a quality arm of their 
own in Sparachane, and 
much like her counterpart 
Thursday, she was on target. 

Steubenville Central was 
limited to two singles in the 
third inning, one from Jessie 
Harlan and the other from 
Amy Joyce. 

The Crusaoers had a scor­
ing opportunity that inning 
with runners at second and 
third with two outs. but 
Sparachane got Bree Bayne 
to l)Op-up to shortstop Lauren 
Baker to end the inning. 

She finished with nine 
strikeouts and one walk, 
allowing only three baserun­
ners the entire game . 
. "Jen pitched a great 

game," Magruder said. 
"Both girls did. I think there 
were only five hits combined. 

Park 
(Coutlnucd from Page 19) 
A couple of Bobcats 

defensive lapses helped out in 
the top of the third when Park 
put three tallies on the board 
to knot the score. Eckman 
ignited the rally by drawing a 
one-out walk, followed by 
Angela Johnson's single. 

Eckman took third when 
Johnson was retired on a 
force play at second base. 
Elizabeth Kosowski stoic sec­
ond, and wlien the ball was 
thrown away, it allowed Eck­
man to score the Patriots' 
first run. After Jividen 
walked, Wilson blasted the 
ball over the centerfielder's 
head to tie the score. 

In the top of the sixth, Park 
scored twice more to'move in 
front to stay. 

The first two Patriots batters 
used Cambridge pitcher Paige 
Young for tar$el practice to 
reach base on infield singles. 
Leann Rigby lined the ball 
off Young's glove for a sin­
gle, and Mathieu's sharp 
grounder up the middle struck 
the pitcher in the foot and ric­
ocheted toward third base. 

Young, who has pitched 
every inning of every game 
the 15-5 record Bobcats have 
played, then regrouped to 
strike out Shannon Orum. 
Eckman picked up her team­
mate with a sacrifice fly to 
centerfield, scoring Rigby as 
the Patriots took a 4-3 lead. 
Mathieu later advanced to 
third on an error and provided 
an insurance run by racing 
home after a passed' ball. 

"The way we played was 
uncharateristic ·of our team,'' 
said _the disappointed Bob 
Shepherd. _ Cambridge's 
coach. "Only two of their 
runs were earned and good 
teams like Wheeling Park are 
going to make you pay for 
your mistakes. 

"Our pitcher did very well. 
The only hard-hit ball was the' 

"Jen really rose to the 
occasion for us," Bober 
added. 

Sparachane recorded at 
. least one strikeout in every 
inning but the first, including 
fanning the side - the four 
through six hitters - in the 
second inning. 

She required 80 pitches to 
finish the game, with 57 
being recorded as strikes. 

Ferrera was just as consis­
tent, throwing 86 pitches, 63 
for strikes and retiring 14 of 
the first 15 batters she faced. 

"I don't care what her 
record is, Alexis is one of the 
top pitchers in the Eastern 
District (in Ohio)." Rossi 
said. "We haven't given her 
much support defensively or 
at the plate, and some of that 
can be attributed to experi­
ence. 

"We have improved, but I 
don't think we're near where 
we need to be at this point." 

"The way we 
played was 

uncharacteristic 
of our team. Only 
two of their runs 
were earned and 
good teams like 
Wheeling Park 

are going to 
make you pay for 
your mistakes." 

Bob 
Shepherd 

one in the third inning. The 
rest of their hits were bleed­
ers." 

Johnson was the only Patriot 
with two hits, both of which 
were singles. Wilson's line­
drive triple was their only 
extra-base knock. Jividen, 
Park's No. 3 hitter, drew 
three walks. 

Leading Cambridge's eight­
hit attack was Snruh Starr 
with a single and double. 
Starr's RBI double was the 
only other hit that went for 
extra bases. 

Davis said her tenm was 
playing with .a purpose this 
week as it had its sights set on 
winning an OV AC champi­
onship before heading into 
sectional tournament play. 

"We felt like we gave 
Cambridge the regular-sea.son 
title last week and we're 
determined not to let this 
op~ortunity get away from 
us, ' Davis promised. 



-· -----

OVAC SOFTBALL 

T·L Photo/MIKE HARVILLA ST. JOHN shortstop Jenna Vavra comes up with a ground ball and gets ready to fire it on to first during Thursday's OVAC Class 1-A semifinal game against Madonna. The Lady Irish prevailed In 16 innings to advance to the Class A title game set for Saturday afternoon. 

Lady Irish outlast Madonna 
• Rosepapa records 20Ks as SJC wins in 16, 1-0 

By RICH GIBSON 
limes Leader Sports Writer 

They could have played all night. And 
very well might have. 

With ace pitchers Amanda Rosepapa 
(Bellaire St. John"s) and Kacy Magnone 
(Weirton Madonna) involved in a historic 
mound duel, it took a State of West Virginia 
mandated edict to determine an outcome. 

The Mountain State rule prohibits a pitch­
er from working past 14 innings in a single 
_game. Thus. Rosenami :inci M~anonP wPrP 

innings over the years, maybe, but nothing 
like playing 16. That was one incredible 
game." 

Talk about dominance. Rosepapa and 
Magnone combined for 35 strikeouts. The 
Lady Irish's senior compiled 20 Ks and 
walked four while Magnone chalked up I 5 
punch outs and issued three walks. 
After 12 innings, Magnone was working on a 
one-hitter. Rosepapa, meanwhile, did not 

, allow a base rap unW there was one out in the 
I 0th frame. "That was just two of valley's 

....,..,_'-'" I l""' ■ ,i 
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OVAC TOUANAMENT 
Scoreboard 

Class 4-A 
Sernlflnals 

Wheeling Parle 5, Cambridge 3 
Brooke 7, Edison 2. 

Championship Game 
Saturday, Noon 

Wheeling Park vs. Brooke. 
Class3-A 
Semifinals 

Martins Ferry 2, Magnolia 1. 
Meadowbrook 2, Harrison 0 

Championship Game 
Saturday, 1 O a.m. 

Martins Ferry vs. Meadowbrook. 
Class 2-A 
Semlflnals 

Wheeling Central 2, Staub. CC 1 • 
Buckeye Trail vs. Frontier, Today, 4:30 p.m. 

Championship Game 
Saturday, 4 p.m. 

Class 1-A 
Semifinals 

St. John 1, Madonna 0, 16 Innings. 
Llnsly vs. Cameron, Today, 4:30 p.m. 

Championship Game 
Saturday, 2 p.m. 

T-L Photo/MIKE HARV/llA 
HARRISON CENTRAL junior ace Katy 
Leeper throws a pitch during Thursday's -r.l::.ii.:c:. ".:l.A n\/tJ.f' ~,..""u:t ... ...,I ___ : __ .. 



mound duel, it took a State of West Virginia 
mandated edict to determine an outcome. 

The Mountain State rule prohibits a pitch­
er from working past 14 innings in a single 
game. Thus, Rosepapa and Magnone were 
relegated to alternate positions after Thursday 
afternoon's OV AC 1-A semifinal battle 
remained a scoreless deadlock through 14 
frames. 

With both team's number two hurlers 
forced into action, St. John's finally broke 
through in the 16th inning. Ironica!Jy, win­
ning pitcher Sara Wamsley accounted for the 
game-deciding blow in the Green's much­
cherished 1-0 triumph. 

Though distraught over the final verdict, 
Lady Blue Dons' veteran coach Chris Conti 
refused to be critical of the state order. "I can 
live with it and can see why (they'd) want to 
make a ruling like that," Conti exclaimed. "I 
just feel so bad for our girls. That is what you 
ca!J· a tough loss." 

• On the other side, coach Jerry Magistro's 
·Lady Irish celebrated their most treasured 

T·L Photo/MIKE HARVILLA 
ST. JOHN junior Sara Wamsley delivers 
a pitch during Thursday's 16-inning 
OVAC semifinal win over Madonna. The 
Lady Irish scratched out a run In the 16th 
to win, 1-0. 

victory of the season, to date. "I've never 
ever been involved in anything like that," 
Magistro remarked: "A few that went extra 

t'-~ --- ~ ... £~., ................................. . 

After 12 innings, Magnone was working on a 
one-hitter. Rosepapa, meanwhile, did not 

, allow a base rap until there was one out in the 
10th frame. "That was just two of valley's 
best going head to head out there," Conti stat-
ed. . 

St John's threatened to prevail in the last 
of the 14th when senior Courtney Coyne 
reached on a two-out single, raced to second 
base on a passed ball and swiped third. But 
Magnone recorded an inning-ending ground 
out to force a 15th frame. • 

Enter Wamsley who escaped a bases­
loaded jam by registering a clutch strikeout • 
Madonna's Liz Pietranton took over for 
Magnone and also worked a scoreless 15th, 

After Madonna failed to score in the top of 
the 16th, Irish senior.Jenna Vavra ignited the 
Green, drilling a leadoff double down the 
leftfield line. 

Rosepapa followed with a single· to short 
left field placing runners at the corners. 

See, SJC, Page C2 

Ferry ad·vances to 3-A final 
• Fifth inning rally lifts Lady Riders past Magnolia, 2-1 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Editor 

The Martins Ferry offense did­
n't produce much offense 
Thursday night in its OV AC 
Class 3-A softball game. 

However, the Lady Riders 
needed every bit that it managed 
to produce. 

Ferry scratched out a tough 2-
1 victory over Magnolia at Lisa's 
Field at the Chambers' 1-4 70 
Complex in Elm Grove. 

The win advances the now I 7-
1 Lady Riders into yet another 
OV AC 3-A title game where they 
will take on Meadowbrook, 
which won the late game 
Saturday morning at IO am. 

Before the Lady Purple could 
focus on its next opponent, there 
was difficult business to tend to 
with a Lady Blue Eagle squad, 
which fell to 7-6. 

Ferry's normally high-pow­
ered offense was limited to a 
mere two singles, but both of 
those hits resulted in runs. 

''.Our girls never seem to get 
rattled," said Ferry skipper Jess 
Cordery shortly after the game. 
"They have been down before in 
games, so they know how to han­
dle it and when a team does score 
first on us, it usually energizes 
us." 

That philosophy fit to a tee 

• 

i T-L Photo/MIKE HARVILLA 
MARTINS FERRY second baseman Kayla Kuminkoski ccimes up with a ground ball and throws 
onto first for the out during Thursday's OVAC 3-A semifinal against Magnolia. 

after the Lady Blue Eagles made 
it a 1-0 lead with a run in the top 
of the fifth on a single from 
Evann Ludewig. 

The trend of the game made 
one think that run could be 
enough seeing as Magnolia pitch-

' 

er Tory Greene had allowed nary 
a hit to that point 

However, the righty issued a 
lead-off walk to Kristen Cerasoli 
to begin the frame. She moved to 
second on a wild pitch. 

After a strikeout was recorded, 

Brianne Booth hit an innocent 
ground ball, but Magnolia 
attempted to cut down Cerasoli at 
third. The throw was late and it 
skipped away from the Magnolia 

See, FERRY, Page C2 

T-L Photo/MIKE HARVILLA 
HARRISON CENTRAL junior ace Katy 
Leeper throws a pitch during Thursday's 
Class 3-A OVAC semifinal against 
Meadowbrook. 

Meadowbrook 
blanks HC, 2-0 
By RICH GIBSON 
Times Leader SJJortB Writer 

Harrison Central's Don Bethel realized there 
was little margin for error facing the likes of 
Meadowbrook sophomore Kinsi Tellep. 
After all, the Lady Colts' mound ace had record­
ed no fewer than I 9 strikeouts when the two 
teams met earlier in a nine-inning regular season 
matchup won by the Guernsey County team, 2-
1. 

Thursday night at Wheeling's 1-470 com­
plex, the stakes were significantly higher. 
Unfortunately, the result was the same for 
Bethel's hard-luck Huskies. 

Tellep sat down I 7 Harrison hitters via the 
K-route and 
Meadowbrook made 

'Tonight was 
a case of 
their pitcher 
being a little 
bit better 
than our hit-
ters.' 
-Don Bethel 

other semifinal tilt 

the most of its four 
singles to score a 2-0 
victory in a OV AC 3-
A semifinal 
encounter. 
Improving to 16-4, 
Meadowbrook now 
meets Martins Ferry 
for the 3-A crown 
Saturday morning at. 
the same site. Tbe 
Lady Colts and Putple 
Riders split a pair of 
regular season 
engagements. Ferry 
outlasted Magnolia, 
2-1 in Thursday's 

"Tonight was a case of their pitcher being a 
little bit better than our hitters," said Bethel 
whose club was· limited to one single. "I thought 
we helped her out by swinging at a few balls out 
of the zone." 

After yielding a fourth inning opposite field 
hit to Harrison's Chelsea Coconougber, Tellep 
was nearly untouchable. She allowed two addi­
tional baserunners, both by issuing walks. 

"I feel bad for our seniors who've worked so 
hard," Bethel related. "And Katy Leeper did an 
equally great job on the mound. We just could­
n't get her any run support." 

Leeper pitcher well enough to win on another 
day, chalking up JO strikeouts and permitting 
but one base on ba!Js. 

Meadowbrook strung together three second 
inning singles to tally the o.nly run the Colts 
would need . 

Second baseman Alyssa Wright hit a leadoff 
single up the middle and advanced to third when 
designated player Meghan Fedorke singled to 

See, HARRISON, Page C2 
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AP PHOTO 
~GH PIRATES pitcher Tony Armas throws in the first Inning against the 
,tros In baseball action in Pittsburgh, Thursday. The Pirates beat the Astros, 5-
> the three-game series. Armas did n9t get the win. 

ates top Astros again 
JRGH (AP) - Phil Gamer won a 
:s playing for Pittsburgh and man­
All-Star game there last summer. 

:he Houston manager probably isn't 
11 returning to the city where he has 
,e of his best moments in baseball. 
1y's two-run single in the sixth 
fandy Rodriguez gave the Pirates a 
Thursday over Houston and their 
-game sweep of the Astros this sea-

! hours after the Astros left 18 run­
during a 4-3, 16-inning Joss to the 
stranded 13 and played sloPPilY in 

h two errors during Pittsburgh's go­
nning against Rodriguez (0-3). The 
lost six in a row, including a 3-0 

fay in which they were limited to 
,, and went 3-6 during a four-city 

d to be going home," said Garner, 
1 begins a six-game homestand 
: just lost our offense. We had some 
but we also had some games we 

r to focused on." 
,ushed across two runs in the ninth 
·abow bailed out closer Salomon 
lting Adam Everett to ground into a 
econd with the bases loaded to end 
t was Grabow's first save since 

es are 6-0 against the Astros this 
going 3-13 last season and have 

,sive series for the first time since 
en Gamer was the second baseman 
th's World Serles-winning team. 
also swept a season-opening series 
rom April 2-4. 
good to get the sweep, that's for 

sure," said manager Jim Tracy, whose Pirates 
are I 0-1 0 after being 5-15 a year ago. "There 
has been some dramatic improvement, and I 
know there's more to come. I know we're a bet­
ter offensive team than we've shown so far." 

For a change, the two teams had a relatively 
normal game with no long rain delays or extra 
innings. Their four most recent meetings in 
PNC Park before Thursday included games last­
ing I 6 and I 5 innings and a 3 1/2-hour rain 
delay before an afternoon game in September. 
They also played an 18-inning game at PNC in 
May. 

The Astros even lost a pitcher to injury when 
he wasn't pitching. Rick White went on the dis­
abled list with a strained muscle in his left side 
that occurred while he was warming up 
Wednesday. 

With both teams' bullpens depleted by 
Wednesday night's long game, Rodriguez gave 
the Houston staff a 11ft by limiting the Pirates to 
live hits over seven-plus innings, but took the 
loss despite being in trouble only once. 

"Wandy pitched such a great game, it's a 
tough one to waste," Mark Loretta said. 
"We're a little funk right now driving in runs, 
Those things come in streaks, and hopefully 
we'll get home and get some confidence. It was 
a tough road trip with all the cities." 

Jose Castillo, who entered the game during a 
double switch in the top of the sixth, singled 
and Chris Duffy drew one of two walks by 
Rodriguez. With one out, Freddy Sanchez 
reached as third baseman Mike Lamb - possi­
bly distracted by Castillo running toward third 
- misplayed ·his grounder. Bay's opposite­

field single scored Castillo and Duffy, with 
Sanchez moving to third on the pluy when right 
fielder Luke Scott mishandled the ball. 

lians down Rangers 
.AND (AP) -
:a is "Slammin' 
:e again. 

two homers to 
or his career. but 
nd the Cleveland 
the Texas Rangers 
ay for their fifth 

9-foot drive lead­
xth inning against 
nade Jacobs Field 
or league ballpark 
1as homered. That 
ith Ken Griffey Jr. 
Griff for the most 
1e career. 
;e to have that 
if we had won I 
,njoyed it more," 

ed the record-set-

ting ball by signing two base­
balls for the fan who got It In 
the left-field bleachers. 

Sosa has six homers and 18 
RBIs, but he's hitting only 
.239 in 19 games since sitting 
out all of 2006. He said he still 
hasn't got his timing back after 
the long layoff. 

"The more I play, the more 
adjustments I can make," he 
said. "If you talk about getting 
hot, I'm not there yet. " 

Byrd was wary of pitching 
to Sosa with or without runners 
on base. 

"You still don't want to 
elevate a fastbalf to him," 
Byrd said. "On.the homer, I 
was trying to go inside, left it 
up and away and knew where 
it was headed as soon as he 

swung." 
The only stadiums currently 

in use that the 38-year-old out­
fielder has not hit a homer in 
are RFK Stadium • in 
Washington and the new 
Busch Stadium in St. Louis. 

Sosa went deep again in the 
eighth against Tom Mastny to 
move closer to joining Hank 
Aaron, Barry Bonds, Babe 
Ruth and Willie Mays in the 
600 homers club. It was his 
69th career multihomer game. 

Byrd left after yielding a 
leadoff sfngle in the seventh to 
Gemld Laird. The right-hander 
allowed three runs and eight 
hits. walked one and struck out 
three. The Rangers twice put a 
runner at third base with rione 
out and failed to score. 

Lakers 
down 
Phoenix 

LOS ANGELES (AP) -
Kobe Bryant scored 15 of his 
45 points in the fourth quarter, 
and Los Angeles rnllied from a 
I 7-point deficit to cut 
Phoenix's lead to 2-1 in their 
first-round playoff series by a 
95-89 count. 

Kwame Brown added a 
career playoff-high I 9 points 
and Lamar Odom had 1 8 
points and 16 rebounds for the 
Lakers, who were booed in the 
first quarter. Brown scored a 
total of 11 points in the first 
two games. 

Amore Stoudemire led the 
Suns with 24 points and IO 
rebounds. Leandro Barbosa 
scored 20 points, Steve Nash 
had IO points and 13 assists 
and Shawn Marion also scored 
IO points for Phoenix. 

The Lakers won the game at 
the foul line. shooting 22-of-
28 to Phoenix"s 8-of-12. Los 
Angeles outrebounded the 
Suns 44-35. 

Game 4 will be played 
·Sunday at Staples Center, with 
the fifth game Wednesday 
night in Phoenix, where the 
Suns embarrassed the Lakers 
·I 26-98 in Game 2. 

JAZZ 81, ROCKETS 67 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) 

- Carlos Boozer had 22 
points and 12 rebounds, and 
Utah held Houston without a 
field goal for IO minutes in the 
second half of Game 3 of their 
playoff series. 

Deron Williams added I I 
points and eight assists, Matt 
Harpring had I 3 points and 
rookie reserve Paul Millsap 
scored nine for the Jazz, who 
didn't allow a point by the 
Rocket reserves. 

Houston leads the series 2-
1, with Game 4 set for 
Saturday night. 

Yao Ming had 26 points 
and 14 rebounds and Tracy 
McGrady scored 24 points for 
Houston. Shane Battier, who 
scored I I. and Rafter Alston's 
six points were the only other 
scoring for Houston. 

The Rockets won the first 
two games of the series at 
home, but were sloppy on the 
road during the first playoff 
game in Utah since 2003. 
Houston had 19 turnovers to 
Utah's 11 and was just 21-for-
64 from the floor (32.8 per­
cent). 

PISTONS 93, MAGIC 77 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) -

Tayshaun Prince scored 23 
points. Chauncey Billups 
added 2 I and the Detroit 
Pistons beat the Orlando Magic 
93-77 Thursday night to take a 
3-0 lead in the first-round 
playoff series. 

The victory ended a post­
season trend for the Pistons -
they had lost their last six 
Game 3s when leading 2-0 -
and left them one victory from 
advancing to the second round. 

NBA Boxes 
PISTONS 93, MAGIC n 

OEmOIT (93) 
Prir.::e 8-164--423, Wake&-130-0 15, Wetber7• 
13 1·2 15, 1-\a"nilm 2-11 &7 10, Bii!up:! 8-13 3-6 21, 
Md}yes32-5 0.0 4, Davls 1-31·2 3, Mmay 0-2 2-22, 

---------------------, , Dellino Q.2 0-0 0, MaxlelJ 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 34-78 17• 
23 93. 

2007 
Ohio Valley Outdoors Magazine 

Turke Contest 

ORLANOO 1771 
Tutkog!u 4-10 2-3 10, Batlle 14 0-0 2, HcMwd 5-10 
1·2 11, G.H1Jl 2-12 4-6 8, Nelson 10·19 4-4 27, 
!ming 2·5 ~1 4, !,ti 5-71-511, AAD)0~3 0-00. 
Ariza 24 0-0 4. Tolatl 31-7412·21 n, 
DalrOit 23 25 23 22-93 
OrWldo 23 19 19 16-77 
3-Poiot Goals- Delrcil 8-13 (Wa!a:e 3-3, Prioca 3-5, 
~lops 2·3. Oelhno ~2), O!larnlo 3-B (Nelson 3·5, 
Arroyo 0-1, Turkoglu 0·2), Fouled Oul-None. 
Aebourids- Detroit 53 (Mc0yes5 11 ), 01lanOO 49 

• 
~.r'~~;~ - ,.,. ~·:-

T-L PhotonvtlKE HAAVILlA 
MARTINS FERRY pitcher Victoria Zlggacheek throws a 
pitch during Thursday's OVAC 3-A semifinal at Lisa's Field 
at the 1-470 Complex In Elm Grove. 

• Ferry--------
conunued from Page C1 

third baseman, allowing Booth to trot into second on the error. 
_Ninth hitter Brittany H°'?d delivered in the clutch. She roped 

a smgle that scored Cerasoh and Cordery put up the stop sign as 
Booth came rounding third. 

Booth wasn't stuck on third for long. She was bought in a 
couple of pitches later when shortstop Karlen Vinci singled giv-
ing the Lady Riders the 2-1 upperhand. ' 

"Give Martins Ferry credit they manufactured a couple of 
runs and took advantage of a mental error we made," said first­
year Lady Blue Eagle coach Mark Batton. "Ferry is a heck of a 
team that plays extremely well fundamentally." 

The Lady Riders eventually loaded the bases, but Greene was 
able to get out of the jam on a fly out to left without further dam­
age. 

. From there, the Purple turned it over to ace pitcher Victoria 
Z1g_gacheek who was working in and out of trouble in the early 
mnmgs. 

However, in the sixth and seventh when Ferry was nursing 
the lead she was basically lights out. . 

Magnolia got its lead-off hitter aboard in the sixth when 
K_ayla Brill drew a walk. She went to second on a wild pitch, but 
Z1ggacheek regrouped and sat the next three down in order. 

In the seventh, Magnolia again got its lead-off hitter on when 
Cassie Neff singled. She was sacrificed up to second base, but 
got no further as Ziggacheek got a ground ball and a strikeout to 
thwart the rally. 

"Victoria fell behind in the count early in the game, but she 
really settled down and was real strong down the stretch," 
Cordery explained. "Green deserves a lot of credit for Magnolia 
because she did a heck of a job keeping us in check for the most 
part." 

All told, Ziggacheek fanned six and walked two. Greene was 
solid for Magnolia, fanning JO and walking four. 
Linescore: 

Magnolia 000 01 o o 1 s 1 
Martins Ferry 000 02 Ox 2 2 2 
BATTERIES: Greene end Brill. Zlggacheek and Lewis. 
Staskey can be reached at sstaskey@timesleaderonline.com 

• Harrison--------
continued from Page C1 

left. That brought catcher Tiffany Reese to the plate whose pop 
fly ball dropped just out of the reach of HC second sacker 
Brianne Spoonemore. Wright raced home and it was 1-0. 

That lighting held up until the Colts' sixth. After Leeper 
recorded two quick strikeouts, Tellep induced a free pass and 
look third on a Huskies' error following Wright's second hit of 
the evening. 

When Leeper unleashed her only wild pitch, Meadowbrook 
had a key insurance tally. 

Harrison's Kaycee Hom drew a on.e-out walk in the top of the 
seventh, but Tellep responded with back-to-back punch outs to 
end the game. 

The Lady Huskies came out of Thursday night's loss with a 
12-8 report card. Line score: 
Harrison Cent. 000 000 O - O 1 2 
Meadowbrook 010 001 x - 2 4 o 
BATTERIES: Leeper and Brandon. Tellep and Reesa. 

Gibson can be reached at rgibso11@timesleaderonline.com 

e SJC--------
Continued from Page C1 

Wams!ey .:vaste_d. no _time ~riving a _single to left, scoring 



Photo/MIKE MATHISON BUCKEYE LOCAL'$ Nikki Cesario slides into third ahead of the tag by the Edison third baseman during their OVAC game Monday night. 

Buckeye Local 
ousted by Edison 

AT STATE LAKE PARK, the cousin duo of Autumn and Ashley Bendle sent Buckeye Local out of the first round of the Class AAAA OVAC tournament as they combined for 13 strike-outs in Monday's 9-4 Edison win. • 
Buckeye Local's Jone hit came in the second frame as Nikki Cesario hit a bases loaded single .. 
Leading the bats for Edison was Kaitlyn Blake with two dou­bles while teammate Kim Smyth sinlged driving in two runs. CAMERON 13, BRIDGEPORT O . AT CAMERON, Bridgeport was charted for five errors and Cameron responded with 13 

runs in a blanking of the Lady 
Bulldogs in the OVAC Class I -
A quarterfinal. 

Lacey Tustin gained the 
mound win. She had IO strike­
outs and three walks. 

Prep 
Softball 

Morgan Belles and Rachel Benda each had a single For the Lady Bulldogs. • • 
MEADOWBROOK 4, ST. CLAIRSVILLE 0 AT BYESVILLE, Kensi Tellep was too much for the Lady Red Devils as she allowed nary a hit in the Lady Colts' 4-0 win. Tellep fanned I 4 und allowed only two lo reach via the free pass. She and Candace Neff each had a double. 

St. Clairsville's Kate Davison was strong in defeat on the mound. 
STEUBENVILLE CC 6, RIVER 3 

ATSTEUBENVILLE, the Lady Crusaders punched their ticket back into the semifinals by virtue of a 6-3 win over River. Alexis Ferrera was strong for Catholic Central. She had I I strikeouts. Jessie Harlan had three hits for the Lady Crusaders. River's Rhodes had a RBI double. 
TRAIL 3, FORT FRYE 0 

AT OLD WASHINGTON, Buckeye Trail scored once in the first and thanks to the pitching of Kelly Zimmerman it proved to be enough. 
Zimmerman fanned eight She also had a single. Traci Ault had the Lady Warriors' only other hit. 

Huskies Take 
Out Big Reds 
Bases-loaded 
single wins it 

By JEFF POTTS 
For The Intelllgencer 

Softball is a game of inch­
es. An inch or two here or 
there can change the com­
plexion of a whole game. 

Monday night at Sally Buf­
falo Park in Cadiz, the Bel­
laire found that out the hard 
way. 

Chelsea Coconougher's 
bases-loaded single off the 
third-base bag in the bottom 
of the seventh gave the Lady 
Huskies (12-7) a 3-2 victory 
against Bellaire in an OV AC 
Class 3-A softball tournament 
quarterfinal game. 

"It's been that way both 
times this year so I didn't 
expect anything different," 
Harrison Central coach Don 
Bethel said. "As long as we 
let a team hang around in a 
game, the more confidence 
they are going to get" 

Though disappointed with 
the loss, Bellaire coach Melis­
sa Lahna was proud of the 
way her team fought back 
after being down 2-0 going 
into the top of the seventh. 

"It was a great game on 
both ends," she said. "As 
usual we let them score early 
but our girls shut them down 
the rest of the game. 

"They couldn't score, they 
could□ 't touch many bases so 
that's something to be proud 
of especially in the playoffs.'' 

Lahna srud hitting was a big 
factor in the game. 

"They stroked the ball " 
she said. "And I don't think 
we hit the ball as well as I've 
seen us hit." 

Harrison Central picked up 
two quick runs in the home 
half of the first inning, with 
Bree Spoonmore doubling in 
Coconou$her and Kaylee 
Hom singhng in Spoonmore. 

Though the Lady Huskies 
continued to threaten during 
the next five innings, Bellaire 
starter Alex Wright settled 
down, allowing only Kristina 
Brandon to reach second base. 

Wright's counterpart on the 
mound, Ka.ty Leeper, was 
even more_ impressive 
throughout the early gain& as 
the junior right-hander liDllted 
the Bellaire offense to just 
two hits. during the first six 
innings. Brandon racked up 
12 of her 14 strikeouts during 
that span. 

Thmgs would get interest-

"It's been that 
way both times 
this year so I 
didn't expect 

anything 
different. 

As Ion~ as we let 
a team hang 
around in a 

gamQ, the more 
confidence they 
are going to get. 

Don Bethel 

ing in the top of the seventh. 
Megan Kowalczyk walked 

to open the frame. Following 
a strikeout of Kylee Ney, 
Alyssa Ofat singled and then 
took second on a throwing 
error by Brandon that 
allowed Kowalczyk to score 
and bring the Big Reds with­
in one at 2- I. 

Brandon attempted to pick 
off Ofat at third, but the throw 
was off the mark and Ofat 
scooted home to tie it at 2-2. 

Brandon crushed her third 
double of the game to open 
the bottom half of the seventh 
setting up the wild finish. • 

Kaitlyn Houston reached 
via error and Lahna elected to 
intenionally walk leadoff hit­
ter Sara Pelegreen setting the 
stage for Coconougher's hero­
ics. 

"I wanted a play where they 
had to force us out of the 
inning," Lahna said of the 
decision to walk Pele~reen. 
"Cocanougher was hitting 
right side the whole game and 
then hit one down the third 
base-line and it hit off the foul 
side of the bag. 

"If that ball's just a cou~le 
more inches to the left, we re 
still playing." 

Bethel said he wasn't sur­
prised Bellaire walked Pele­
green. 

"Sara's a good ballplayer," 
he said. "Coming into (Mon­
day). I think she's been our 
hottest hitter so I'm not sur­
prised they walked her." 

Brandon led Harrison Cen­
tral with three doubles, while 
Spoonmore was charted with 
three singles. 



Ferry Edges Past Magnolia 
Purple Riders hold ·off 
stubborn Eagles, 2-1 

By SETH ST ASKEY 
For The InteIIfgencer 

Martins Ferry has become a regular 
in the OV AC Class 3-A softball final. 

While It was a little more of a strug­
gle than coach Jess Cordery may have 
liked, the Purple Riders advanced to 
Saturday's conference title game by 
virtue of a 2-1 victory against a game 
Magnolia squad on Lisa's Field ut the 
Chambers' 1-4 70 Complex in Elm 
Grove. 

"Magnolia deserves a ton of credit 
because they held us in check for the 
most part," a relieved Cordery said. 
"We got u little energized when they 
went on top, but our girls get angry 
when that happens.'' 

Needless to say, the Purple Riders 
turned their anger into offense. 

After the Blue Eagles forged ahead 
when they plated an unearned run in 
the lop of the fifth, the Ferry offense 
came alive. 

The bottom of the fifth started when 
Kristen Cerasoli drew a lead-off walk. 
She took second on u wild pitch. 

After un out was recorded. Brianne 
Booth hit what appeared to be an inno­
cent grounder on the infield. hut the 
Blue Eagles opted to try to cut down 
the lead runner and the result was two 
aboard with one down. 

No. 9 hitter Brittany Hood then laced 
a single that scored Cerasoli and knot­
ted the game. Shortstop Karlen Vinci 
fpllowed with a single that plated 
llnoth. giving the Purple Riders the 
lead. 

• 'Give Martins Ferry credit, they 
manufactured a couple of runs and took 
advantage of a mental error we made," 
first-year Blue Eagles coach Mark Bat­
ton said. "Ferry is a heck of a team that 
plays extremely well fundamentally.·• 

The Blue Eagles got the leadoff hit­
ter aboard in the sixth when Kayla Brill 

Photo by Mike Harvilla 
Magnolia starting pitcher Tory Greene delivers to the plate during the Blue Eagles' OVAC Tournament softball game Thursday In Wheeling. 

"Magnolia deserves a 
ton of credit because 

they held us in check for 
the most part." 

Jess Cordery 
Martins Ferry coach 

drew a walk. She stole second. hut 
advance no further as Murtins Ferry ace 
Victoria Zigncheek got the next three 
hitters in order. two via strikeout. 

Martins Perry was unahle to tnck on 
any insurance runs in its half of the 
sixth ns lllue Eagle pitcher Tory 
Greene got the Purple Riders 1-2-3. 

Magnolia had life again the top of 
the seventh. . 

Right fielder Cassie Neff singled 
and was promptly moved up to second 
on a sacntice bunt by Bree Carr. How­
ever. Zigad1eek and the Ferry defense 
buckled clown and got 110 innocent pop 
out 11nd a strikeout to thwart the rallv 
and send the Purple Riders to the title 
ti I I. 

"Victoria fell behind in tile count 
some early in the game and it hurt her. 
but she w~1s really 1.;trong. lntc in the 
emne. • • Conlcrv said. 
... Zigach!!ek finished with six strike­
outs "and a pair of walks. Her circle 
counterpart. Greene. f1nished with I 0 
strikeouts ngninst an unrelenting Ferry 
lineup. 

Magnolia's offense was led by 
Evann Ludewig who had a RBI single. 

The Purple Riders are I 7-1 while 
Magnolia dropped to 7-6. 

Cadets Shut Down Bishops 
John Marshall stays 
hot, thumps Magnolia 

Taylor Cecil, Alex Kozusko and Jessie 
Holloway combined on a two-hit shutout 
as Linsly handed Bishop Donahue a 9-0 
defeat Tl1ursday in high school baseball 
action at Holloway Field in Wheeling. 

Cecil aided his cause with two RBI. 
coming up a homer short of the cycle 
while Andrew Kozusko plated three run­
ners with double and a pair of singles. 

John Marshall 13, Magnolia l 
At New Martinsville. John Marshall 

continued its hot streak at the plate hy 
pounding out 13 runs on 14 hits in a 
huge victory, against Magnolia. 

Donnie Gilbert bashed a grand slam for 
the Monarchs ( I Y-2) while Ryan Zelins­
ki had a three-run bomb in both the 
fourth nod sixth innings to finish with 
seven RBI. 

Kyle Kimble had u RBI single for Mag­
nolia as John Marshall pitcher Cy 
Mozingo fanned nine batters and held the 
Blue Eagles ( 12-5) to one run on four 
hits. 

SL Clalrsvrrre 10, Union Local O 
Al St. Clairsville, Inn Riddel drove in 

four runs and Zane Butler added two 
more as St. Clairsville downed Union 
Local. 

Anthony Wakim recorded a no-hitter 
for the Red Devils ( 13-5), striking out 
f1ve nnd walking two in six innings of 
work. 

John Vensel and Adam Shanks added 
RBI base hits for St. Clairsville. 

Fort Frye 10, Caldwell 5 
At Caldwell. Trey Engle drove in three 

runs and Tyler Stevens and Cole Dutton 
had one RBI apiece as Fort Frye ( 14-4) 
put away Caldwell. 

Logan Clark and Corey MtGilton each 
singled twice for the Redskins. 

Frontier 10, Monroe Central 0 
At Woodsfield, Ethan Morris and 

Justin Flores combined on a three-hit 
shutout as Frontier hammered Monroe 
Central ( 5-1 I). 

Kurt Adcllesburger had a grand slam 
and a single for the Cougars ( I(). 7 1 while 
Flores and Frank Buclrevlch had no RBI 
apiece. 

Josh Turner singled twice for the 

PREP ROUNDUP 
Seminoles. 

Softball 
OVAC Class AAAA 
Brooke 7, Edison 2 

At Wheeling, Caitlin Kocher struck out 
IO and held Edison to two runs on three 
hits us Brooke advanced to Saturday's 
Class A.AAA championship game 
against Wheeling Park with u victory 
against the WildcaL". 

Elizabeth Preston, Sam Michetti and 
Leighann Lauri ull drove in two runs 
apice for the Bruins. 

Kim Smyth singled twice and doubled 
for Edison. 

crass AAA 
Meadowbrook 2, Hnrrlson Central 0 
At Wheeling. Klnsi Tellep struck out 

17 hatters in u one-hit performance as 
Meadowbrook advanced to the finals by 
hlanking Harrison Central. 

Alyssa Wright had two sinf0 les and 
Tiffany Reese had a single anc an RBI 
for the the Colts ( I fi-4 ). 

Katy Leeper hnd IO strikeouts in the 
loss for the Huskies ( 12-8). 



T-L Photo/MIKE HARVILLA 
BUCKEYE TRAIL'~ Kelly Zimmerman chases down Frontier's Kaylee Valentine during a 
run down in the early innings of their OVAC 2-A semifinal at Chambers' 1-470 Complex. 

Cameron ousts Linsly 
in Class 1-A semifinal 
• Frontier advances past Trail in 2-A 
By MIKE HUGHES 
For the Times Leader 

Lacey Tustin struck out IO batters and limlt­
ed Linsly 10 two runs on three hits as Cameron 
advanced to the OV AC Class A championship 
game against Bellalre St. John with a 4-2 victo­
ry against the Cadets on Friday at Lisa's Field 
at the 1-470 Complex in Wheeling. 

Tustin surrendered two runs in the first 
inning on a single by Keri Kitchen, but from 
there, the Dragons senior cruised 

"Lacey really bared down and put the team 
on her back," Cameron coach Mark Witzberger 
sald. 

Cameron got back in the game during the 
third inning wh.en No. 9 hitter Morgan Hughes 
led off with a double and was brought home on 
an a strongly hit ball by Lauren Siburt to short­
stop. 

Kori Gouldsberry singled and later scored 
on an error to tie the game. 

Hughes came up big again in the sixth 
inning, driving in Janet Peterson on a line-drive 
single into left centerfield. 

Kayla McConnell followed with a single that 
scored Hughes. 

''.Morgan is just a freshman and I try to 
keep her in the No. 9 spot because actually, 
she's like another leadoff hitter with her abili­
ties," Witzberger said. "Every time we've 
needed a big hit, she's come up for us." 
"This is a big win for us because Linsly is a 

great team, and we have the utmost respect for 
them. 

"They have had a good season." 
And the Cameron defense came up big the 

next half inning. 
Three errors on two consecutive plays 

allowed Linsly to get runners at second and 
third with nobody out to start the home half of 
the sixth. 

That series of events forced Witzberger to 
have a brief meeting on the mound with his 
team. 

"I was nervous after that happened," Tustin 
said. "I was worried that we were going to head 
into extra innings, but we buckled down, made 
the plays and got out of the inning." 

Summer Flowers lined out to first for the 
first out and Tustin followed by getting both 
Kitchen and Erika Mitchem swinging at strike 
three to end the threat. 
Given that the Cadets managed only three hits, 
coming up empty after an opportunity to get 
back in the game was huge. 
"We had our chances and couldn't take advan­
tage of them,'' Linsly coach Liz Hofreuter­
Landini said. "But I have to give Cameron 
credit. 

"They hit the ball hard, and often, and had 
;ome timely at-bats." 

After falling to Linsly 2-1 earlier in the sea­
;on, the Dragons had a much better go-around 
1gainst Cadets pitcher Megan Byhanna 

OVAC Softball 
schedule revised 

The· schedule for today's OV AC finals at 
Lisa's Field at Chamber's 1-4 70 has been 
revised due to prom schedules and other fac­
tors. 

The Class 3-A game -- pitting Martins 
Ferry and Meadowbrook - remains at 10:30 
am. 

The Class 2-A and 4-A games will be 
played at the same time. Both games have 
been set for 12:30 p.m. 

Io the 2-A game, Frontier meets Wheeling 
Central and in the 4-A encounter Wheeling 
Park takes on Brooke. 

' The Class 1-A game has been shifted to 
Tuesday and that involves St. John and 
Cameron. 

Cameron finished with eight hits -
Gouldsberry went 3-for-4 with three singles -
and managed to get 1 2 runners total aboard. 

"We've really worked hard on our hitting," 
Witzberger sald. "The girls got behind early, 
but I told them tbat it's a seven-inning game 
and they stuck with it. 

"We played the way we needed to play, 
probably the best we've played all year." 

Now the Dragons must go up against the 
Fighting Irish and senior hurler Amanda 
Rosepapa 

The two teams haven't faced this season, but 
two seasons ago, Meghan Johnson fired a no­
hitter against Cameron in the championship 
final of the OV AC tournament and last season, 
Rosepapa finished with a one-hitter agalnst the 
Dragons in the semifinals. 

"The girls have seen (Rosepapa) enough to 
know that this will be a·tough game," 
Witzberger said. "We'll have to take advantage 
of whatever breaks we catch and not hold any­
thing back." 

FRONTIER 4, TRAIL 1 
Frontier's Maggie Brunoni fired a no-hitter in 

the Lady Cougars' 4-1 OV AC 2-A semifinal 
win over Buckeye Trail, Friday evening at the 
Chambers' 1-4 70 complex. 

Innproving to I 3-3, Frontier and Wheeling 
Central were scheduled to vie this afternoon 
(12:30) for the 2-A title at the 1-470 field. 

Brunoni recorded 13 strikeouts and spaced 
six walks in outdueli'ng Trail' s Kelly 
Zimmerman who tossed a complete game four­
hitter. Zimmerman fanned nine and yielded but 
two free passes. 

Catcher Kristen Tidd singled and doubled 
for the winners. Alissa Kirkbride contributed a 
two-base knock. Line score: 
B. Trail 0001000-101 
Frontier 001102 x - 4 4 3 
BATTERIES: Zimmerman and Patterson. Brunool and 
Tidd. 
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Too Tough 
To Touch 

Brooke's Kocher 
spins no-hitter 

PREP SOFTBALL 
Zimmerman struck out 
eight, helping Buckeye Trail 
( 12-6) blank Fort Frye 

.d~spHe getting only two 
hits, singles by Tracy Alt 
and Zimmerman. 

. Caitlyn Kocher spun a no­
hitter and hit three singles 
and drove in three runs as 
Brooke ( 10-6) had an easy 
time with Beaver Local ( 13-
5), winning by a 15-0 count 
at Wellsburg, in OVAC 
Class AAAA action. 

Steubenville 6, River 3 
At Steubenville, Alexis 

Ferrera struck out 11 and 
Jessie Harlan had three hits 
and an RBI, leading 
Steubenville Central (8-9) 
past River. 

Katy Jo Romitti and 
Christina Cummings each 
added two RBI for the Bru­
ins. Sam Michetti and 
Marissa Reardon also 
enjoyed multi-hit games and 
had an RBI each. 

Mandy Almonte singled 
had two doubles and drov~ 
in three runs. Melissa Con­
stantini had a buse hit dou­
ble and an RBI. Sara Ash­
mead added an RBI single. 

Cambridge 17, Weir 1 
At Cambridge, Janelle 

Gibson singled twice and 
homered and Maggie Starr 
ripped three sin1,Ies and 
drove in three, leadmg Cam­
bridge ( 15-4) to un easy vic­
tory against Weir. 

• •• Class A 
Bellaire St. John 6 

• Shadyside 0 
At Bellaire, Amanda 

Rosepapa struck out I O and 
singed and •drove in two 
runs at the plate, leading 
Bellaire St. John past 
Shadyside. 

Paige Youn)! struck out 
four and didn't issue a walk. 
Edison 9, Buckeye Local 4 

At Richmond, Autumn 
and Ashley Bendle com­
bined to strike out 13 and 
give up one hit as Edison 
( 12-7) stopped Buckeye 
Local. 

Jamie Warnock tripled 
and drove in three for the 
Wildcats, leading u nine-hit 
attack. 

Jenna Vuvru added two 
RB_! for the Irish ( i 2-2), 
while Sarah Walmsley sin­
gled, doubled and drove in a 
run. 

Stephanie Blinco hit three 
singles for Shadyside. 

Weirton Madonna 2 
Bishop Donahue O Nikki Cesario had the 

lone single und drove in a 
run for the Panthers. At Weirton. Weirton 

Madonna ace Casey 
Magnone fired a one-hitter 
and struck out IO batters 
leading the Blue Dons (7-7) 
past Bishop Donahue. 
Megan Dulaney singled 
twice and Jessica Fulmer 
drove in a run for Madonna. 

••• Class AAA 
Meadowbrook 4 
St. Clairsville O 

At Byesville, Kensi Tellep 
struck out 14 and didn't 
allow a hit as Meadowbrook 
cruised past St. Clairsville. 

Tellep and Candace Neff 
doubled for the Colts. 

The Blue Dons will play 
Bellaire St. John at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday on Field 3 ut the 
1-4 70 Complex. 

Up next for Meadowbrook 
is a semifinal matchup vs 
Harrison Central at 6:30 
p.m. at the 1-4 70 Complex 
m Wheeling. • 

Magnolia 6, Oak Glen 4 
At New Manchester, tied 

at 4-4 after seven innings, 
Magnolia scored two runs In 
the top of the eighth on a 
single by Alicia Hinerman 
and a fielder's· choice by 
Kayla Bnll to earn u victory 

Pitcher Tory Greene made 
them stand, us she struck out 
seven. 

Maria Gala and Chelsea 
Shenton each singled twice 
for the Golden Bears (9-6). 

Martins Ferry 15 
• • Indian Creek O 

_At Martins 'Ferry, Victoria 
Z1gacheek struck out five 
and didn't. allow a hit, key­
rng Martrns Ferry ( I 6- I) 
past Indian Creek. 
. Jordan Ford rapped two 

srngles and u homer, and 
Kayla Lewis added three 
hits, inducting a triple, and 
drove in two runs. Sarah 
Burch had two singles and 
an RBI. 

••• Class AA 
Buckeye Trail 3 

Fort Frye O 
At Old Washington, Kelly 

Cameron 13, Bridgeport o 
At Cameron, Sunni Hart­

ley homered and drove in 
three runs and Alyssa Hager 
had three hits and two RBI, 
as Camer\>n routed Bridge­
port. 

Lacey Tustin struck out 
t O and walked three, while 
giving up two hits for the 
Dragons. 

She also tripled and sin­
gled. Janet Petersen added 
two singles and un RBI. 

Morgan Belles and 
Rachel Benda had the Bull­
dogs hits, both singles. 

Cameron will pluy Linsly 
at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday on 
Field 3 at the 1-4 70 Com­
plex. 

REGULAR SEASON 
Valley 8, Clay-Battelle 3 
At Pine Grove, Kayla 

Lemley struck out eight and 
Samantha Fry homered,. 
leading Valley past Clay­
Battelle. 

Valley 15, Hundred 3 
At Pine Grove, Lemley 

added seven more strikeouts 
and Raquel Partridge had 
three singles, pacing Valley 
past Hundred, Kylie Yost 
added a single and a homer. 



Martins Ferry 
catcher Kayla 
Lewis looks to 
throw aialnst 

Meadow rook 
on 

Wednesday. 
View additional 

photos at 
cu.theinte/1/-
gencer.net. 

Photo by Alex 
Kozlowski 

■ ■ 

Irish 
(Continued from Page 17) 
However, the Colts strung 

together their only three hits In 
the sixth frame to erase a 1-0 
deficit and earn the victory. 

"I really have to give our 
team credit," Rasor noted. 
"We were behind but just kept 
hangin~ in. The kids were 
never discouraged. We were 
able to &et a couple baserun­
ners on rn the sixth and took 
advantage." 1 

Ferry broke a scoreless tie 
in the third. Slugger Kayla 
Lewis reached on one of four 
Colts errors. That brought up 
sweet-swinging senior Sarah 
Burch who drilled a run-scor­
ing double to the gap in left­
centerfield, plating courtesy 

· runner Courtney King. 
Meadowbrook finally got 

• off the deck in the sixth. A 
one-out single by No. 9 hitter 
Natasha Steele ignited the 
Colts. Zigacheek was able to 
induce a groundball for out 
No. 2. 

But back-to-back hits off 
the bats of Kylee Williams and 
Tellep scored the tying and 
what-would-prove, winning 
runs. 

Ferry staged a two-out 
threat in its half of the sixth 
with junior Kristian Cerasoli 
and senior Kayla Kumlnkoski 
reaching base before Tellep 
recorded an inning-ending 
strikeout. 

The Purple Riders was 
unable to mount a seventh 
inning thre~t. falling a run 
short. 

• 'Of course, it hurts,'' 

Colts Gain Elusive Title 
Meadowbrook "I think I'm more happy for 

the girls," Rasor said 
• topples Ferry moments after Meadowbrook 

rallied for a 2-1 victory 
By RICH GIBSON against Martins Ferry. 

For The lnteIUgencer The victory earned Mead-
They say good things come owbrook its first 3-A tourney 

to those who wait. Lord trophy and improved the 
knows, Meadowbrook's Bob Guernsey County team to 19-
Rasor can relate. 4 overall. 

In his 22nd season as Colts Wednesday's tough-to-take 
softball coach, Rasor has had setback dropped Jess Cordery 
several close calls attempting and his Purple Riders to 18-2. 
to capture a OV AC Tourna- Both setbacks have been 
ment title. inflicted by Meadowbrook. 

That lengthh drought came "It's a shame one of us had 
to a dramatic alt Wednesday to lose," Cordery said. "I said at Wheeling's J.B. Chambers earlier the first team to three 
1-4 70 Complex. was going to win it. We just 

■ ■ 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Meadowbrook designated player Meghan Fedorka takes a cut during the OVAC Class AAA final Wednesday in Wheel­ing. View additional photos at cu.theinte/1/gencer.net. 

Cordery said. "Winning a 
OV AC title was one of our 
goals. But we have other 
things we can still achieve." 

Zigacheek endured the set­
back despite a stellar nine­
strikeout, no-walk perform­
ance. 

came up a little short." 
With two of the district's 

top fiuns on the mound, this 
one 1gured to be played close 
to the vest. That, it was. 

Meadowbrook's Kins! 
Tellep and Ferry's Victoria 
Zigacheek w~re in control 
throughout the afternoon. In 
the end, Tell~ prevailed, 
recording I 4 s keouts along 
the way. The sophomore yield-
ed four hits and walked a pair. 

Zigacheek, meanwhile, 
experienced the ultimate in 
frustration, The Riders ace 
senior no-hit Meadowbrook in 
six of seven innings. 

Please See COLTS, Page 18 

I 



Lady Colts win OVAC 3-A 
MHS from page 8-1 
ners were freshman shortstop 
Candace Neff, hit by a pi\Ch in 
the second inning; and senior 
catcher Tiffany Reese, who 
re.ached on an error in the third. 

Although Rasor felt Tellep 
was at less than peak fonn, she 
still managed another big-time 
showing by tossing a four-hit­
ter with I 4 strikeouts and two 
walks. She now has amassed a 
whopping 292 Ks in 23 games 
this year, an average of 12 7 per 
game, and pushed her two-year 
total to 515 whiffs. 
"I didn't think she was at the 

top of her game;· Rasor com­
mented, "but she came through 
when we had to have it more 

than once." 
Feny's Zigaceek finished with 

nine strikeouts, no .walks and 
one hit batsman in a tough-Jock 
mound loss. 

In addition to Burch's RBI 
double, Feny got singles from 
Lewis, Kayla Kuminkoski and 
Christian Cerasoli. 

"This was one of our goals," 
Rasor said of the OVAC title, 
"and now we'll get ready to go 
after a couple of others:• 

NEXT-Meadowbrook has 
two key East Central Ohio 
League games up next, start­
ing with a home game tonight 
against New Philadelphia at 
5 p.m. followed by a visit to 
league-leading Dpver on Friday. 

' 
For comments regarding 

local sports stories, or ideas 
for future stories, please e-mail 
sports@daily-jejJ.com 
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Meadowbrook captures OVAC 3-A softball title 
-Lady Colts rally with two-run sixth for 2-1 win against Ferry; MHS improves to 19-4 
L 

• JEFF HARRISON 
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

, ELM GROVE, W.Va - Bob Rasor 
may have gotten a little older thanks 
to another nail-biting finish, but in the 
end, his Lady Colts presented their vet­
eran coach with his first Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Tournament 
championship. 

Trailing 1-0 to once-beaten Martins 
. Fcny entering the sixth inning, with 

I 
: the Lady Riders riding a potential no­

hitter from pitcher Victoria Zlgaceek, 
Meadowbrook put together three hits 
and two runs to pull out an exciting 
2-1 triumph in the OVAC Class 3-A 
title contest at the I-470 Complex on 
Wednesday. 

Only two Meadowbrook batters had 
reached base through five innings 
against Feny's Zigaccek before senior 
leftfielder Natasha Steele lined a sin­
gle past diving Ferry shortstop Karlen 

'1 Vmci with one out in the sixth. 
~ Senior centerfielder Kristen "Boo" 
i Waers moved Steele second with a 

i sacrifice bunt and then freshman first 
baseman Kylee Williams delivered a 

I clutch, two-out opposite-field single to 
• left, with Steele racing home from sec­
f ond with the tying run and Wtlliams 
1 taking second on the throw to the ! plate. 

i 
Meadowbrook sophomore mound 

ace Kinsi Tullep followed with a bloop 
single to right and Wtlliams scam­
pered hmnc with what proved to be the 

game-wioning tally. 
Tellep finished off the Ferrians in 1-

2-3 fashion in the seventh, giving the 
Colts the coveted title. 

"Someone said a game like that can 
take 10 years off of your life, and 
they're right," Meadowbrook's Rasor 
sighed. '"This is the first time we've 
ever won the tournament and it's a 
great feeling. 

''You can see how happy they are," 
he said, pointing to his players jump­
ing up-and-down on the infield. 

Rasor credited his team with staying 
positive despite trniling 1-0 late in the 
game. 

'The girls didn't get down and they 
hung in there and then we had a couple 
of hits fall in there in the sixth," he 
said. ''It was another great game with 
them (Feny):' • 

Meadowbrook (19-4) has inflicted 
both losses on state-ranked Feny (lS-
2), wioning the season series 2-1. The 
teams split an earlier doubleheader, 
the Lady Colts wioning 3-0 and the 
Lady Riders posting a 2-1 victory. 

"Today, they deserved to be OVAC 
champions;' Ferry coach Jess Cordery 
complimented. 'They got two key hits 
when they had to with two outs and 
that's tough to do. 

"It's just a shame that one of us had 
to lose a game like this," Cordery con­
tinued. "We're two evenly matched 
teams and we thought it would be the 
first team to three (runs) wins, but it 
didn't even get there." ,, 

Jeff Hamson/The Dally Jeffersonian 

The Meadowbrook High softball team celebrates tbe school's first-ever Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
Toomamentcluunplonshlp following an exciting 2-1 victory over top-seeded Martins Ferry In tbe Class 3-A title 
game at the 1-470 Complex In Elm Grove, W. Va. 

Feny scored its looe run in the bot­
tom of the third frame when senior 
catcher Kayla Lewis reached on an 
infield error and scored all the way 

.·from first on an RBI double to left-

center by senior first baseman Sara 
Burch. 

The Riders had two runners on base 
in the second and sixth innings, but 
Tellep shut the door both times with 

strikeouts. 
Until the decisive sixth. 

Meadowbrook's only other baserun-

See MHS page 8-3 



TITLE REPEAT 
Rosepapa smokes 
Cameron in OVAC 
1-A title game 
By RICH GIBSON 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

The trophy case is filling up on Guernsey 
Street. 

Make it six out of seven OV AC tournament 
championships for Jerry Magistro and his Lady 
Irish who pinned a 8-0 setback on mistake­
plagued Cameron in Tuesday's I-A title game. 

St. John's won for the 16th time in 18 starts, 
receiving yet another prime-time mound per­
formance from senior Amanda Rosepapa. 

Additionally, the Green was sparked by con­
verted shortstop-turned-catcher Jenna Vavra. 
"We had to play without (regular catcher Betsle• 
Smith)," Magistro advised. "Jenna was just out­
standing (behind the plate). She really stepped 
up for us." 

Vavra got it done with the bat as well, 
accounting for two hits and two runs batted in. 
Though limited to si~ hits by Cameron's Lacey 
Tustin, SL John, nevertheless, produced plenty 
of baserunners. 

Thanks in large part to a disastrous defen­
sive outing from conch Mark Witzberger's 
Lady Dragons. ''That was totally uncharacteris­
tic of us," said Witzberger of his team's nine 
fielding misplays. "I do know we have an all­
sophomore infield. Maybe some (of them) just 
had big-game jitters." 

Whatever the case may be, Tustin certainly 
-deserved better. She recorded eight strikeouts 
and three walks. 

Rosepapa was just as effective. She yielded 
five hits and received solid play behind her. 
Rosepapa finished with seven Ks and only one 
walk. 

"We scouted Cameron and told the girls they 
needed to put the ball in piny," Magistro 
advised. "I thought we were real aggressive on 
the bases. That helped us score some early 
rims." 

After two scoreless frames, SL John's strock 
for three runs after Tustin retired the first two 
Irish hitters in the bottom of the third. 

Vavra ignited the outburst, lining a single to 
left field. After Rosepapa drew a base on balls, 
shortstop Sara Wamsley singled to left, plating 
Wallace. • 

Cameron proc.eeded to come unglued, first 
making an errant relay which allowed courtesy 
runner Rosemary Lynn to score. On nn aborted 
toss back to third base, Wamsley was able to 
race home and its was 3-0. 

The scenario virtually repented itself an 
inning later when SL John's scored four more 
times as Cameron aided and abetted with three 
additional misplays. 

Kristina Velkovich and Sara Timko were 
aboard before lendoff hitter Lakyn McFarland 
reached on nn error. 

Vavra made the Dragons pay, drilling a two­
run single to left field. Wamsley capped the 
inning with her second hit of the afternoon and 
Cameron faced a seven-run deficit. 

Centerfielder Ashley Wallace singled in the 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
ST. JOHN CENTRAL'S Amanda Rosepapa fires In one of her seven strikeouts early in 
Tuesday rilght's 1-A OVAC title game. Th.a lrlsh ace went on to lead the Guernsey Street 
squad to their sixth OVAC gold finish In seven attempts. 

Irish sixth and raced home when Rosepapa's 
'ground ball was mishandled. 
"After playing so well this season, today was 
disappointing," Witzberger admitted. "But we 
still have the (West Virginia) tournament 
ahead." 

Cameron and Hundred were slated to vie 
this afternoon (5:00) at New Martinsville 
where sectional play opens. 

St. John's meanwhile, was scheduled to host 
Harrison Central today in n regular season 
makeup encounter. 

Vavra and Wamsley collected two hits 
apiece, pacing Tuesday's triumph. Cameron's 
Janet Peterson doubled. 

Gibson mav be reached at: 
rgibson@times/eaderonli11e.com 
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Photo/ALEX KOZLOWSKI 
MARTINS FERRY ace Victoria Ziggacheek delivers a pitch 
during Wednesday's OVAC Class 3-A title game at 
Chambers 1-470 Complex against Meadowbrook. The 
Lady Colts pos\ed the 2-1 victory to claim the OVAC title. 

PURPLE PAIN: 
Ferry girls suffer 2-1 
loss in 3-A title game 
By RICH GIBSON 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

With OV AC powers Martins Ferry and Meadowbrook 
matched in the 3-A title game, this much was certain: One wor­
thy softball team was destined for heartbreak. 

Not to mention the disappointment associated with a 2-1 loss 
which Jess Cordery and his Lady Riders were forced to endure 
Wednesday afternoon. 

"Any time you lose a 
championship game, you 
know it's bitter," said 
Cordery. "We're hurting 
right now but our girls will 
bounce back. We're still 
looking forward to the 
upcoming sectionals." 

Meadowbrook, mean­
while, celebrated its first­
ever OV AC Tournament 
trophy. "I'm just so proud 
of this team" said 22-year 
Lady Colts' coach Bob 
Rasor. "We were behind a 
majority of the way, but the 
girls stayed positive. We 

'We're hurting right 
now, but our girls 
will bounce back. 
We're still looking 
forward to the 
upcoming section­
als.' 

-Jess Cordery 
finally got a couple of key ___________ _ 
hits and were able to take 
advantage." 

Rasor wasn't surprised a single run decided the outcome. 
"These are two very evenly matched teams," he related. "You 
had to figure not many runs would be scored." 

Meadowbrook's Kinsi Tellep and Ferry's Victoria Zigacheek 
performed like the all stars they are. The Colts' young sopho­
more chalked up I 4 strikeouts while yielding four hits and issu­
ing two walks. 

Zigacheek was just as dominant :- fanning nine and walklng 
none. Ironically, the Riders' senior pitched six innings of no-hit 
softball. allowing all three Colt hits an_d both runs in the top of 

See, FERRY, Page C2 

• Ferry---------
conunued from Page C1 

the sixth. 
Until that point, Ferry nursed a 1-0 lead. In the Riders' third 

inning, senior ace Kayla Lewis reached on a Colts' error. 
Up next was fast baseman Sarah Burch who drilled a gapper 

to left-center, sconng courtesy runner Courtney King . 
. Meadowbrook finally broke through in the sixth and the Colts 

dtd so vta two-out dramatics. 
Number nine batter Natasha Steele accounted for her team's 

first hit, lining a one-out single up the middle. 
Ztgacheek recorded the second out before first baseman 

Kylee Williams singled to short left field, scoring Steele for a I­
I lighting . 
. Tellep then stepped to the plate and lifted a fly ball to short 

nght field that dropped for a base hit to score Williams. 
The Purple staged a two-out threat in the last of the sixth with 

Kristian Cerasoli and Kayla Kuminkoskl reaching base. 
But Tellep reached back to record a inning-ending strikeout The 
Colts' ace then retired Ferry 1-2-3 in the Purple's final at-bat 

"That was two of the valley's best going at each other tooth 
and nail," Rasor remarked. "We're just happy to come out on 
top." 

The P_urple Riders (18-2) were scheduled to host Buckeye 
Local th_1s ~ft~moon in th_e continuation of Buckeye's rain­
delayed mv1tatwnal championship game which was suspended 
last month. 

• When play resumes, Buckeye Local is batting in the top of 
the fifth inning of a 1-1 deadlock. The Lady Panthers have the 
bases loaded. ' 

Following completion of that game, the two teams tangle in a 
second regulation contest. • 

Ferry begins sectional play next Tuesday at St. Clairsville 
where the Riders oppose Bellaire. 

Line score: 
Meadowbrook 000 002 O - 2 3 4 
Martins Farry 001 000 O - 1 4 1 
BATTERIES: Tellep and Reese, Zlgacheak and Lawis. 

Gibson can be reached at rgibson@timesleaderonline.com 



Photo by Alex. Kozlowski 
Llnsly third baseman Summer Flowers fires the 
ball to first during Monday's OVAC contest. View 
additional photos at cu.fhelnellfgencer.net . . 

Linsly Runs 
Past Devils 
In OVACs 
Cadets put 
it all together 

By MIKE HUGHES 
Staff Writer 

Freshman Erika 
Mitchem dropped down 
the perfect bunt, scoring 
Summer Flowers from 
third for the final run as 
Linsly handed Beallsville 
a 10-0 defeat Monday in 
the opening round of the 
OV AC Class A Softball 
Tournament at Lisa's 
Field at the 1-4 70 Com­
plex in Wheeling. 

The Cadets (12-6) 
advance to Thursday's 
semifinal opposite 
Cameron. The Dragons, 
behind senior pitcher 
Lacey Tustin, made 
quick of work Bridgeport 
on Monday, defeating the 
Bulldo~s 13-0. 

base hits while Megan 
Byhanna drove in two 
with a double off the 
fence in Jeft-ceoterfield. 

Just like that, the 
Cadets were up 7-0 after 
three, pounding out nine 
hits in the process. 

"I told the girls before 
the game to trust their 
swings," Linsly coach 
Liz Hofreuter-Landini 
said. "We didn't hit the 
ball very well Saturday 
(against Bridgeport), but 
I told them to trust their 
swings and it worked. 

"We hit the ball 
extremely well." 

Not only that, but 
besides the 11 hits the 
Cadets finished with, 
they were playing small 
ball to a 'T . 

Liosly successfully 
bunted six times and had 
five _?ffic_ial ~teals, not 

High School Softball 

Patriots Roar 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Wheeling Park first baseman Caitlin Wilson keeps her eye on a popup during Monday's Ohio Valley Athletic Confer­
ence Tournament game Monday in Wheeling against Steubenville: The Patriots advanced to Wednesday's semifinal 
against Cambridge, a 17-1 winner against Weir. View additional photos at cu.theine//igencer.net 

Wheeling Park blanks Steubenville, 5-0 
By NICK BEDWAY 
For The Intelligencer 

Wheeling Park junior Mary Hohman 
carue within two outs of a no-hitter but 
was more than happy to settle for a 5-0, 
one-hit victory agamst Steubenville in 
Monday night's Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference Class AAAA softball quar­
terfinal played at Lisa's Field in Wheel­
ing. 

The lone Big Red hit was an infield 
single by Brea Magnone on a sharply 
struck grouodball between short and 
fl..!-~ ••••'"L --- ..1-•••- :_ ,.._,_ .. __ . .C ..... 

working really good," Hohman said 
after her near perfect game. She didn't 
issue a sint;le walk and threw 19 balls 
crut of 85 pitches. 

Only two Big Red batters reached 
base. Io the top of the fourth after 
Hohman had set down the first I 0 
Steubenville hitters, Laura Kirkland hit 
a hopper up the middle that saw Math­
ieu make another f"me stop but her hur­
ried, high throw to first base enabled 
Kirkland to reach the bag safely. 
. "_('uo,Y JH":<!e.~ great play_just g~tting 

Complex. Cambridge, which defeated 
Wheeling Park in a doubleheader last 
Saturday, coasted to a 17-1 romp 
against Weir High in Monday's other 
quarterfinal. 

"We are looking forward to playing 
Cambridi;e again," Park coach Dee 
Davis said. "I'm confident we are 
going to play them a lot better." 

Davis was extremely pleased with her 
team's effort against Big Red's Jack­
son, who is also regarded as one of the 
top pitchers in the area. The Patriots. 



L1n51y nun::. 
Past Devils 
In OVACs 
Cadets put 
it all together 

By MIKE HUGHES 
Staff. Writer 

Freshman Erika 
Mitchem dropped down 
the perfect bunt, scoring 
Summer Flowers from 
third for the final run as 
Linsly handed Beallsville 
a 10-0 defeat Monday in 
the opening round of the 
OV AC Class A Softball 
Tournament at Lisa's 
Field at the 1-4 70 Com­
plex in Wheeling. 

The Cadets (12-6) 
advance to Thursday's 
semifinal opposite 
Cameron. The Dragons, 
behind senior pitcher 
Lacey Tustin, made 
quick of work Bridgeport 
on Monday, defeating the 
Bulldogs 13-0. 

• Lin sly went to work 
early and often in ~etting 
to Blue Devils pitcher 
Miranda McFrederick. 

Sarah Vankirk drove 
in a run on a single and 
Kari Kitchen plated two 
more with a grounder 
through the left side for 
an early 3-0. 

Two innings later, 
Mitchem and Emily Beck 
got into the act with RBI 

ON THE LINE 
Today's Results: . 

base hits while Megan 
Byhanna drove in two 
with a double off the 
fence in left-centerfield. 

Just like that, the 
Cadets were up 7-0 after 
three, pounding out nine 
bits in the process. 

"I told the girls before 
the game to trust their 
swings," Linsly coach 
Liz Hofreuter-Landini 
said. "We didn't bit the 
ball very well Saturday 
(against Bridgeport), but 
I told them to trust their 
swings and it worked. 

"We hit the ball 
extremely well." 

Not only that, but 
besides the 1 1 hits the 
Cadets finished with, 
they were playing small 
ball to a 'T . 

Linsly successfully 
bunted six times and bad 
five official steals, not 
counting the plays a ·run­
ner reached second safe­
ly while Beallsville's 
catcher held on to the 
ball, holding a runner at 
third. 

The: Cadets wasted 
few, if any at bats. 

"We've been working 
on our small-ball game 
all year," Hofreuter-Lan­
dini said. 
Please See PAST, Page 16 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Wheeling Park first baseman Caitlin Wilson keeps her eye on a popup during Monday's Ohio Valley Athletic Confer­
ence Tournament game Monday In Wheeling against Steubenville, The Patriots advanced to Wednesday's semifinal 
against Cambridge, a 17-1 winner against Weir. View additional photos at cu.theinelligencer.net 

Wheeling Park blanks Steubenville, 5-0 
By NICK BEDWAY 
For The Intelligencer 

Wbeelin!l Park junior Mary Hohman 
came withm two outs of a no-hitter but 
was more than happy to settle for a 5-0, 
one-hit victory agamst Steubenville in 
Monday night's Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference Class AAAA softball quar­
terfinal played at Lisa's Field in Wheel­
ing. 

The lone Big Red hit was an infield 
single by Brea Magnone on a sharply 
struck groundball between short and 
third with one down in the top of the 
seventh inning. Patriots shortstop Amy 
Mathieu made an strong attempt at 
what would have been a sensatrnnal 
play, racing deep into the hole to flag 
down the ball but she had no chance at 
getting an out at first base. 

Unruffled, Hohman went back to work 
and finished off Steubenville by retir­
ing pitching rival Shay Jackson on a 
pop fly to Shila Gray at third base and 
then striking out Sam Dixon for her 
11th "K" of the game. 
"I felt strong and all my_pitches were 

working really good," Hohman said 
after her near perfect game. She didn't 
issue a single walk and threw 19 balls 
out of 85 pitches. 

Only two Big Red batters reached 
base. In the top of the fourth after 
Hohman had set down the first I 0 
Steubenville hitters, Laura Kirkland hit 
a hopper up the middle that saw Math­
ieu make another fine stop but her hur­
ried, high throw to first base enabled 
Kirkland to reach the bag safely. 

'' Amy made a great play just getting 
to the ball," Hohman said, "and she 
would have gotten the out if the throw 
was down just a little. The defense 
behind me played very well (Monday 
night). 

Park, now 16-6, avenged an 1-0 loss 
to Steubenville earlier in the season in 
another Hohman vs. Jackson pitching 
duel that saw the game's only run score 
on an error. 

Monday night's revenge victory 
advances the Patriots into Wednesday 
night's 4A semifinal against top-seeded 
Cambridge at the Chambers 1-4 70 

Complex. Cambridge, which defeated 
Wheeling Park in a doubleheader last 
Saturday, coasted to a I 7-1 romp 
against Weir High in Monday's other 
quarterfinal. 

"We are looking forward to playing 
Cambridlle again," Park coach Dee 
Davis said. "I'm confident we are 
going to play them a Jot better." 

Davis was extremely pleased with her 
team's effort against Big Red's Jack­
son, who is also regarded as one of the 
top pitchers in the area. The Patriots, 
determined not to get shut out again, 
came out with their bats swinging and 
scored all five of their runs in the first 
inning, getting timely run-producing 
hits from Caitlin Wilson, Hohman and 
Mathieu. 

"Mary pitched well and we played 
well. I thought our defense was really 
good," Davis said. 

The best play of the game was turned 
in by Gray against Briana Kanoskie 
with two out in the sixth inning. 

Please See ROAR, Page 16 

Knights Open Defense With 10-0 Rout 
as Jong as we keep doin~ that, we will 
be going one game at a lime." 

Q. Will Barry Bonds pass Hank 
Aaron before the All-Star game? 

Central looks to win 
another OVAC title 

By JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

team," Wheeling Central co-coach 
Ambrose Bober said. "We want to 
make sure our girls stay focused 
because this is our second season right 
now. 

"Our regular season OV AC is done 
and now we go into playoffs. We've 
got to work on that depth and that 
playoff mentality." 

"We have a good, 
solid defense so we 
tell our pitchers that 

you don't have to 
strike everyone out." 

The Maroon Knights scored three 
in the first inning, started off by 
Stephanie Barry with an RBI single. 

The Seminoles might have been 
ahle to get out of the first with allow­
ing just one run, but a fly ball by Mary 
Petros to left field that looked like 11 
would be caught was misjudged by 
leftfielder Nicole Huffman, allowing 
two more runs to score. 

!Y~s:if5Q !No:lfm 

Tomorrow's Poll: 
a. Do you think the Pittsburgh 

Steelers should try to trade 
disgruntled guard Alan Faneca? 

Tell us what you think. 
Register your answer at 
www.lheintelllgencer.net 

(11'! "5Ulls of this poi are nol sdenllllc and rapras,,rt ""Y Iha 
~of~ us,~ wllo h"8 chosen to partldpata.J 

{ 

It wasn't your typical Wheeling 
Central outing and it at times lacked 
the dominating performance that the 
Maroon Knights usually tum in, but 
for the defending OV AC Class AA 
champions, it was business as llSllal. 

Wheeling Central opened its tourna­
ment title defense with a I 0-0 victory 
against Monroe Central in six innings 
at Lisa's Field at the J.B. Chambers 1-
4 70 Complex. 

"I talked to a few coaches and we 
felt Monroe Central was a dangerous 

I 

The Maroon Knights (19-3) pound­
ed out rn hits against Seminoles 
pitcher Maggie Cox. 

While Brittany Derr only allowed 
three hits - all infield singles - she 
struck out five and most outs came on 
ground balls. 

She wasn't dominant, but she didn't 
need to be. 

"We have a good solid defense so 

i 

Rick Magruder 

we tell our pitchers that you don't have 
to strike everybody out," Wheeling 
Central co-coach Rick Magruder said. 
"Let the defense do the work and they 
have been pretty consistent hitting so 

Central put another run on the 
board in the second as Jen Sparachane 
came home after and error by Cox, 
who was trying to make a play with a 
tough throw to first to get Lauren 
Baker. 

Please See KNIGHTS, Page 16 



Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Llnsly's Megan Byhanna makes contact with the ball during her team's OVAC Tourna­
ment game Monday vs. Beallsville. View additional photos at cu.theinel/igencer.net. 

Past 
(Continued From Page 15) 

"In my opinion. either small ball or big hits 
is going to get you wins and if you can't do 
either. wins will be hard to come by.·· 

With u siznhlc lead early. Hofreuter-Landi­
ni was able to sit hack aod watch one or the 
top up-and-coming pitchers in the valley go to 
work. 

Bylrnnna was masterful working from the 
circle. !iring a two-hit shutout just two days 
removed rrom throwing a no-hitter against 
Bridgeport. 

She struck out I I butters in six innings 
without a walk. surrendering singles to 
McFrcderick in the fifth inning and Emiley 
Mercer in the third. 

"Megan was very dominant out there." 
Hofreuter-Landini said of her budding nee. 
"She pitched a very good game and nothing 
seems to raze her." 

Byhanna needed only 78 pitches - 51 
strikes. 27 balls - to record her 12th victory. 
Even when the sophomore got behind in the 
count. whether it he 2-1, 3-1 or 3-0. she bat­
tled buck to get the out. 

Flowers added a two-run double in the sev­
enth before Mitchcm's gnme-winning bunt 
and Dana Wolfe added three singles. two 
coming courtesy of hunts for Llnsly. 

Byhanna will go up ngainst Tustin. a four­
year veteran in the circle for Cameron to see 
who advances Jo Saturday's championship 
finnls. 

For the Cadets. it would be their rirst 
OV AC Class A title since capturing the tour­
nament championship during the 2003 sea­
son. 

Each team in the conference has a goal of 
winning the OVAC tourney. but for Llnsly. 
it's a bit more special. 

Unlike I.he majority of teams they face. the 
Cadets aren't members of West Virginia's 
high school governing body. the WVSSAC. 
and subsequently aren't eligible for postsea­
son play. 

So for Linsly. this is its postseason. 
"Yes, we do view this tournament a little 

differently than most !teams)." Hofreuter­
Landini said. "The (OV AC) Tournnmcnt is 
something we have been working for and 
building towards the entire !-ieuson. • • 

Roar------------
(Continued from Pnge 15) 

After Kanoskic dropped pawn a 'bunt along 
the third base line, Gray got to,the ball in n 
flash and her strong throw to Wilson at first 
base nipped the speedy Big Red leadoff hit­
ter. 

"Shila·s been making those kinds or plays 
all season for us." the smiling Davis pointed 
out. 

Hohman also LLirned in a solid derensive 
play to help her own cause. racing off the 
pitching mound lo make a one-handed stab of 
a short popup off the bat of Steubenville·, 
Tanella Curenton lo end the third inning. 

Jackson. 1vho limited the Patriots to three 
hits in innings 2-6. struggled in the hnttnm of 
the first when she yielded all five Park runs. 

Shannan Orum walked leading off and. with 
one out. Jividen also worked the Big Red nee 
for a free puss. Wilson stepped up and 
slapped a line-drive single to left which 
allowed Orum to score. A throwing error, 
with Jividen trapped off second base. resulted 
in Park having runners at second and third. 

Hohman·s solid single lo center brought in 
run No. 2 nnd. although Wilson slopped al 
third. the Park pitcher was able to hustle into 
second base. Both runners held on as Leann 
Rigby beat out n bunt for a single. Mathieu 
outraced the throw lo first base on her slow­
hit ground bull to second us two more runs 

"I felt strong and all my 
pitches were working really 

good. Amy made a great 
play just getting to the ball, 
and she would've gotten the 

out if the throw was down 
just a little. The defense 

behind me played really well 
(Monday night)." 

Mary Hohman 
Wheeling Park pitcher 

crossed the plate. An error. Sieubenville·s 
second or the inning. scored the fifth and final 
run of the inning. 

Pnrk's only other hits were singles by Math­
ieu nnd Gray with two out in the fourth inning 
and Hohman·, single with one out in the fifth 

Knights----------
(Contlnued from Pnge 15) 

Instead. liI,I baseman Kylie Knowlton couldn't 
handle the throw and Spamchane scored easily. 

Val Palmer tripled to lead off Uie third and Barry 
brought her home with a sacrifice fly. Courtesy run­
ner Rachel Helms seon,d on a Spamchm1e triple. 

•·Jf we cun put it all together and not go into 
any kind of a slump. we can make a good run 
again:· Bnhcr !-ii.lid, "I knew (the Seminoles) 
were young and had a couple hiller,. They plnyed 
a couple tcmns \'cry tough .... That first game is 
nlway"i the lnughest. • • 

flmry led oil the liflh with a trirle. was again 
replaced hy Helms. who scored on a single by 
Pctms. In the sixth. Barry reached on an error that 
led to ;mother nm. 

"'All year long . ...,he's been our iron-woman. I 
should say. Hcckuva team player tlmt never com­
plains and works everyday and gives us I IO per­
cent eveiy time," Bober said. 

Added Magruder: "With her and Kayla Gray, 
we have some pretty good senior.;. They nre good 
leaders." 

The Maroon Knights got the three runs they 
needed in the sixth inning to induce the I 0-run 
mercy rule despite not collecting a hit. Three 
errors led to three runs, including a steal of home 
by Derr. 

"II pretty much ended up how I expected ... 
Monroe Central coach Missy Knowlton said. 
"Wheeling Central is a tough team. They have 
(22) gnmes in compared to our 13th game this 
season so we were kind or nt a <lisa<lvnntagc. 
We're very young. and my pitcher. who Is a 
freshman. did a renlly nice job over.ill against a 
quality team like this. 

"She kept her cool and I um just real pleased 
with her so far. Each year I see her pitch. she's 
improved so rm lmpelul for next year that she'll 
keep imrwving." 

Monroe Centml loaded the hascs in the second 
inning. but Derr got Rnven Delong to ground out 
to the second base. ending the only scoring 
chance for lhe Seminoles. 

Up next for the Maroon KnighL~ Is Steubenville 
Centml on Wednesday nt the 1-4 70 Complex. 



INSIDE 

CLASS4-A 
SCOREBOARD 

Wheeling Park 5, Steubenville o 
Brooke 15, Beaver Local o 
Cambridge 17, Weir 1 
Edison 9, Buckeye Local 4 

l,hc Tin1es I..,cader 

OVAC Softball Tournament 
CLASS3-A 

SCOREBOARD 
Martins Ferry 15, Indian Creek o 
Magnolia 6, Oak Glen 4 
Meadowbrook 4, St. Cialrsville O 
Harrison Central 3, Bellaire 2 

~ 

CLASS2-A 
SCOREBOARD 

Steubenville CC 6, River 3 
Buckeye Trail 3, Fort Frye o 
Wheeling Central 10, Monroe o 
Frontier 13, Shenandoah 1 

SECTION 

B' 
Tuesday,April24,2007 

CLASS 1-A 
SCOREBOARD 

St. John's 6, Shadyside O 
Weirton Madonna 2, Donahue O 
Unsly 1 o, Beallsville O 
Cameron 13, Bridgeport 0 

SEMIFINALS 
Cambridge vs. Wheeling Park. 
Brooke vs. Edison. 

SEMIFINALS 
Martins Ferry vs. Magnolia. 
Meadowbrook vs. Harrison. WIJ!t 

~ ._______ ~ 

SEMIFINALS 
Wheeling Central vs. Staub. CC. 
Frontier vs. Buckeye Trail. 

J SEMIFINALS 
St. John vs. Madonna. 
Unsly vs. Cameron. 

OV AC Softball Semifinals Set 
Harrison Central edges 
Bellaire in Class 3-A 
By JEFF POTTS 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

Softball is a game of inches. An inch or two here or 
there can cbaoge tbe complexion of the whole game. 

Monday night at Sally Buffalo Park in Cadiz, the 
Bellaire Lady Big Reds found that out tbe hard way. 

Chelsea Coconougher's bases loaded single off the 
third base bag in tbe bottom of tbe seventh gave tbe Lady 
Huskies (12-7) a 3-2 win over Bellaire in ao OV AC 
Class 3-A softball tournament quarterfinal game at 
Cadiz. 

"It's been that way 
both times Ibis year so I 
didn't expect anything 
different today," 
Harrison bead coach 
Don Bethel said. "As 
long as we let a team 
hang around in a game, 
the more confidence 
Ibey are going to get" 

Though disappointed 
with the loss, Bellaire 
bead coach Melissa 
-Lahna was proud of tbe 
way her team fought 
back after being down 2-
0 going into the top of 
tbe seventh. 

'As long as we let 
a team hang 
around in a game 
the more confi­
dence they are 
going to get.' 

-Don Bethel 

"It was a great game on both ends," she said. "As 
usual we let them score early but our girls shut them 
down tbe rest of tbe game. 

Photo/ALEX KOZLOWSKI 

BEALLSVILLE pitcher Miranda -McFrederick goes through her motion before throwing the ball home during Monday's 
OVAC Class 1-A quarterfinal at Lisa's Field in Elm Grove. 
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Class 3-A softball tournament quarterfinal game at 
Cadiz. 

"It's been that way 
both times this year so I 
didn't expect anything 
different today," 
Harrison head coach 
Don Bethel said. "As 
long as we let a team 
hang around in a game, 
the more confidence 
they are going to geL" 

'As long as we let 
a team hang 
around in a game 
the more confi­
dence they are 
going to get.' 

-Don Bethel 

Though disappointed 
with the loss, Bellaire 
head coach Melissa 
-Lahna was proud of the 
way her team fought 
back after being down 2- ---------- I 
0 going into the top of 
the seventh. 

"It was a great game on both ends," she said. "As 
usual we let them score early but our girls shut them 
down the rest of the game. 

"They couldn't score, they couldn't touch many bases 
so that's something to be proud of especially in the play­
offs,"Lahna continued. 

Lahna said hitting was a big factor in the game. 
"They stroked the ball today," she said. "And I don't 

think we hit the ball as well as I've seen us hit" 
Harrison Central picked up two quick runs in the 

home half of the first inning, with Bree Spoonmore dou-

See, HARRISON, Page 82 

Top-seeded Martins Ferry 
• unloads on Indian Creek 

By BRIAN COOK 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

Returning a veteran team to the diamond is only part 
of the reason Martins Ferry coach Jess Cordery is smil­
ing these days. 
The other is the Lady Purple Riders are peaking at the 
right time and it showed in the opening round of the 
OV AC Class AAA tournament as Martins Ferry disman­
tled Indian Creek] 5-0 in 
a mere three innings 
Monday night in 
Martins Ferry. 

"That's the nice thing 
about this team. 
Everyone in the lineup 
can hit the ball and they 
all did it tonight," 
Cordery said. 
"Hopefully we are peak­
ing at the right time as 
May is right around the 
comer." 

Martins Ferry (15-1) 
unloaded on Indian 
Creek's Liz Williamson 
in the opening frame 

'Hopefully we 
are peaking at 
the right time as 
May is right 
around the cor-
ner.' _ 

-Jess Cordery 

with four consecutive hits and never hesitated to look 
back. The sophomore ace allowed 13 runs before being 
pulled in the bottom opf the third frame. 

"We didn't show up today," Indian Creek coach 
Angie Penner explained. "Last time we matched up we 
were leading 2-0 in the fifth. We are a young team and 
we have things to correct. I have a lot of work to do 
before we get back out there." 

Completeing a no-hitter on the Purple Riders' mound 

See, FERRY, Page 82 

Photo/ALEX KOZLOWSKI 
BEALLSVILLE pitcher Miranda McFrederlck goes through her motion before throwing the ball home during Monday's 
OVAC Class 1-A quarterfinal at Lisa's Field in Elm Grove. 

Linsly rolls past B.eallsville, 10-0 
By MIKE HUGHES 
For The Times Leader 

Freshman Erika Mitchem dropped down the perfect bunt, 
scoring Summer Flowers from third for the final run as Linsly 
handed Beallsville a I 0-0 defeat Monday afternoon in the open­
ing round of the OV AC Class A Softball Tournament at Lisalls 
Field at the I-4 70 Complex in Wheeling. 

The Cadets (12-6) advance to Thursday's semifinal opposite 
Cameron. The Dragons, behind senior pitcher Lacey Tustin, 
made quick of work Bridgeport Monday, defeating the Bulldogs 
13-0. • 

Linsly went to work early and often in getting to Blue Devils 
pitcher Miranda McFrederick. 

Sarah Vankirk drove in a run on a single and Kari Kitchen 
plated two more with a grounder through the left side for an 
early 3-0. 

Two innings later, Mitchem and Emily Beck got into the act 
with RBI base hits while Megan Byhanna drove in two with a 
double off the fence in left-centerfield. 

Just like that, the Cadets were up 7-0 after three, pounding out 
nine hits in the process. 

"I told the girls before the game to trust their swings," Linsly 
coach Liz Hofreuter-Landini said. "We didn't hit the ball very 
well Saturday (against Bridgeport), but I told them to trust their 
swings and it worked. 

"We hit the ball extremely well." 
Not only that, but besides the 11 hits the Cadets finished 

with, they were playing small ball to a tee. 
Linsly successfully bunted six times and had five official 

steals, not counting the plays a runner reached second safely 
while Beallsville's catcher held on to the ball, holding a runner 
at third. 

The Cadets wasted few, if any at bats. 
"We've been working on our small ball game all year,□□ 

Hofreuter-Landini said. "In my opinion, either small ball or big 
hits is going to get you wins and if you can't do either, wins 
will be hard to come by." 

With a sizable lead early, Hofreuter-Landini was able to sit 

See, LINSLY, Page 82 

St. John blanks Shadyside, 6-0 
By KIM APPOLLONI 
Times Leader Sp_orts Writer 

Business as usual. 
St John Central began its quest for another OV AC champi­

onship with a 6-0 win over arch-rival 
Shadyside Monday in Bellaire. Jerry ~------~ 
Magistro's crew improved to 12-2 with 
the win and will face Weirton Madonna 
in second round action. 

"These girls have been here before 
and we expect to win," stated the suc­
cessful manager. "We've beaten 
Shadyside twice before and sometimes 
you worry that your team will over look 
the opponent in that situation, but these ~--------' 
girls were focused and we hit the ball 
well." 

St John's has turned the OVAC Tournament into their per­
sonal play ground and Monday evening every aspect of their 
game was at a high level. On the mound, senior standout 
Amanda Rosepapa was her usual stingy self. The hard-lhrmving 
right hander whiffed IO batters, allowed just two singles and 

issued one freebie. 
'We counted on Amanda (Rosepapa) to carry us early in the 

season because we had some young players in new positions 
and you never know how they are going to respond," stated 
Magistro. "She does a great job and our team has worked hard 
to develop. I'm proud of this team." 

Rosepapa received excellent backing from her defense. 
Centerfielder Ashley Wallace was outstanding. The cat quick 
centerfielder pulled in a few exceptional grabs. "The wind made 
it difficult for the outfielders, but Ashley (Wallace) can really 
cover some ground." 

"Tonight was one of the best games we played all year," stat­
ed Shadyside boss Jillian Johnson. "I don't like losing and I'll 
never settle for the girl's accepting defeat either, but realistically 
we are young and we faced one of the best teams in the area 
We have no reason to hang our heads." 

Magistro agreed with Johnson's assessment of her squad. 
"They made some exceptional plays today," added Magistro. 
"Their shortstop (Lakin Gibson) and their centcrfielder (Jill 
Lytton) made plays that kept the game close." 

The Irish came out smacking the ball from the opening 

See, ST. JOHN, Page 82 
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AP PHOTO 

CANUCKS' Trevor Linden, right, and Dallas Stars' Mike Modano shake hands after the Canucks defeat-
1 in Game 7 of the NHL Western Conference Quarterfinals hockey playoffs in Vancouver Monday. 

nucks oust Stars, 4-1 
iR, British Columbia (AP) If there's one player the Canucks 
mucks up by three goals, weren't nervous about, it was their goalie. 
,g down on Game 7, and a Luongo wasn't as busy in the final 
,renading his with chants game as he wus in the first, when he faced 
rto Luongo had a tough an NHL record 76 shots in a four-over­
:k the tears. time win, but he still had to come up with 
seven NHL seasons for a a couple of game-saving stops in the final 
hockey, the Canucks star 10 minutes. He'd only seen one shot in 
vanted to enjoy the atmos- the third period - just five since the end 
series win. of the first - before robbing Stu Barnes 

• needed 19 saves to lift from the slot with his glove three minutes 
inching 4-1 win over the after Linden's goal. 
It was clearly the differ- "I waited such a long time to be part of 
nucks in his first playoff the playoffs and I definitely didn't want it 
. 2 2 8 of 240 shots for a to end tonight," said Luongo, who also 
ituge. got a couple of late breaks. 
there trying to soak it all First, Mike Ribeiro couldn't get the 
emotional," Luongo said. handle on a loose puck at the side of the 
all the hard work ull sea- net with Luongo sprawled, failing to jam 
that. I didn't shed a tear it into an empty net before Kevin Bieksa 

,es got a little watery." cleared it. Then Mike Modnno's one-timer 
m Linden scored the go- with four minutes left hit the inside of the 
power play 7 minutes into scam between the post and the crossbar 
ct, and Taylor Pyatt and and ricocheted out. 
i scored into an empty net, "I m going to see that for a while this 
·s attempt to come back summer and for the next little while, pie­
it in the best-of-seven. ture that puck a couple of inches away," 
.ner Canucks captain play- said a dejected Modano. 
,th career Game 7 for Luongo may have held back the tears. 
,ct Mattias Ohlund's quick but no one would have blamed the Stars 
gh the legs of Stars goalie for shedding a few for their oft-maligned 
he puck barely trickling goaltender. After shutting out the Canucks 
ine inside the far post. in Games 5 and 6, Turco started strong 
,layoff goals in his career, again early in Game 7. 
:'s franchise record. He made four fantastic saves to kill off 
was so nervous right up • a 5-on-3 Cunucks power play early in the 
Imps, just literally sick," second before Henrik Sedin finally beat 
o also set up Smollnski's him on another power play with 4:48 left 
active players with I 2 in the period, ending his career-best 

7s. "'It was a lot of nerves shutout streak at 165:45. Turco finished 
: our team accepted the with 28 saves as the Stars, forced to play 
nee the puck dropped we Game 7 without top defenseman Sergei 

Zubov. exited the playoffs in the first 

round for a third straight season. 
Unlike this last two, it will be harder to 

blame this one on Turco. Criticized for an 
8- I 4 playoff record nnd career save per­
centage that dropped from .914 in the reg­
ular season to .892 in the postsenson, 
Turco was among the leaders at .951. 

"Right now I don't take anything awny 
other thnn losing in the first round again,'' 
he said. "But to be down 3-1 and feel like 
we were pluying well and as up and down 
as it wns. that's what hurts the most nnd is 
most disappointing.'' 

For a chnnge in this series, Turco was 
the busier goaltender nnd he was rendy. In 
addition to the 5-on-3, he stopped Henrik 
Sedin from the slot on another power play 
early in the third period, and Pyatt's shot 
from 20 feet shortly after. 

But the trips to the penalty box contin­
ued for Dallas with two more early in the 
third, and Linden made the Stars pay with 
the sixth Game 7 goal of his career. 

"I thought the goaltending in this 
series was phenomenal, said Stars coach 
Dave Tippett. "People can talk about lack 
of scoring but when you look at two goal­
tenders and their snve percentage is over 
.950 for a series, I don't think there's lack 
of chances. There's just some great goal­
tending." 
Notes: D Jon Klemm plnyed his first game 
of the series in Zubov's place, the 105th 
career playoff game for the 37-year-old 
veteran. Dallas C Mike Modano, who was 
picked first overall in the I 988 draft, was 
playing his sixth career Game 7 with the 
Stars. Linden, the next player taken in that 
draft, also has six assists in Gnme 7s .... 
Since Gnme 1, the Canucks only had the 
lend for eight minutes and I 4 seconds 
before Game 7. The Stars led for 128:40 
between Game 1 and the finnie. 

n State hires women's coach 
•LLEGE, Pu. 
tnte introduced 
ngton as head 
ball coach, and 
lished program 
assistant with-

1g experience. 
. u successful 
e Dame, had 
,t to Irish head 
McGraw for 

·e getting hired 
rn State. The 

'1S 
from Page 81 

announcement cupped what 
she described us u whirlwind 
courtship that spanned just 
over a week. 

"When you hear the nnme 
Penn State, your eyes are going 
to get big, and you think, 
'Wow,"' Washington said nt a 
news conference at Beaver 
Stadium. "There's something 
wrong with your heart if it's 
not beating right." 

She tnkes over for Rene 

Portland, who stepped down in 
March nfter winning 606 
games nnd leading the Lady 

· Lions to 21 NCAA tournament 
nppenrances over 2 7 seasons. 
Her resignation came more 
than n month after settling a 
discrimination lawsuit from a 
former player who claimed thnt 
Portland hnd a "no-lesbian" 
policy. 

"We think she just fit very 
well with Penn State," athletic 

director Tim Curley said of 
Washington. 

"We have n certain thing 
here, certain people can do 
well here. We have certain val­
ues to live by .... It's nil about 
fit." 

Washington was instrumen­
tal in developing guards at 
Notre Dame, which could be 
suitable to the "Point Guard 
U." imnge that Portland estab­
lished nt Penn State. 

• St. John-------
Continued from Page 81 

round, but exceptional defense from the Lndy Tigers kept the 
Green from scoring runs. Wipe away the hosts third inning and 
the Tigers were in position for a shocker. 

Shadyside gave away four runs in the third frame. 
The Irish took advantage of three wniks and nn Orange mis­

cue to plate their runs. Rosepappa aided her own cnuse with n rip 
up the middle with bases juiced scoring a pair. Wallace picked 
up a ribble with a single and Jenna Vavra accounted for n tally 
when she coaxed a free pass to first with the bases loaded. 

"That's been the story all season," added Johnson. "We 
mnke a mistake.and it snowballs." . 

The Irish picked up their fifth run when Sarah Timko 
smashed a double and scored on a bobble. Junior Sara Wamsley 
chased in a run in the sixth via a hard hit single. 

Britney Wallace struggled with control. The senior walked 
nine batters and sat down five, but she was plagued with four 
costly errors that made it difficult to overcome. 

Wamsley had n double to go with her RBI single. Stephanie 
Blinco notched both hits for the 3-1 O Tigers. 

Line score 
Shadyside 000 000 0 0 2 4 
St. John 004 101 x 6 5 2 
Batteries: Wallace and Richardson; Rosepapa and Smith. 

• Ferry 
Continued from Page 81 

was senior Victoria Zigacheek. Being known as consistant all 
season, the Purple Rider struck out five-of-eight batters in the 
win. 

"Even playing three innings, striking out five-of-eight is 
impressive on the hill," Cordery explained. 

The Lady Riders entered the third frame leading 5-0 before 
exploding for IO runs to end the game. 
Assisted by a Creek miscue, center fielder Jordan Ford plnted 
twice in the final inning to lead the Riders in runs. Ford niso 
recorded a .base clearing inside the park homerun to put the Lady 
Redskins away. She finished the game with three hits and four 
runs batted in. 

The Lady Riders will be back on the diamond Wednesday as 
the host Union Local in a mnkeup game. 

Cordery's girls will then'battle the winner of Onk Glen­
Magnolia in the Class AAA OV AC semifinals Thursday at 
Wheeling's 1-470 Complex. 
Linescore: 
Indian Creek 000 - o o 2 
Martlnsferry4110-15152 . 
BATTERIES: Williamson, Lawry (3) and Welch; Zigacheek and Lewis. 

Cook can be reached at bcook@timesleaderonline.com. 

• Harrison--------
Continued from Page 81 

bling in Coconougher nnd Kaylee Horn singling in Spoonmore. 
Though the Lady Huskies would threaten in the next five 

innings, Bellaire starter Alex Wright settled down, allowing only 
Kristina Brandon to reach second base. 

Wright's counterpart on the mound, Knty Leeper was even 
more impressive throughout the early going as the junior right 
hander limited the Bellaire offense to just two hits over the first 
six innings. Brandon racked up I 2 of her 14 strikeouts over that 
span. 

Things would get interesting in the top of hnlf of the seventh. 
Megan Kowalczyk walked to open the frame. Following a 

strikeout of Kylee Ney, Alyssa Ofat singled nnd then took sec­
ond on a throwing error by Brandon that allowed Kowalczyk to 
score to bring the Lady Big Reds within one at 2-1. 

Brandon attempted to pick off Ofat at third, but the throw was 
off the mark and Ofat scooted home to tie it nt two. 

Brandon crushed her third double of the game to open the 
bottom half of the seventh setting up the crazy finish. 

Kaitlyn Houston reached via error and Lnhna elected to lnte­
nionally wnlk leadoff hitter Snra Pelegreen setting the stage for 
Coconoughers herolcs. 

"I wanted a play where they had to force us out of the 
inning," Lahna said of the decision to walk Pelegreen. 
"Coconougher wns hilling right side the whole game and then hit 
one down the third base line and it hit off the foul side of the 
bag. 

"If thnt ball's just a couple more inches to the lef~ we're still 
playing." 

Bethel said he wasn't surprised Bellaire walked Peiegreen. 
"Sara's a good ball player," he snid. "Coming into today I 

think she's been our hottest hitter so I'm not surprised they 
wnlked her." 

Brandon led Harrison Central with three doubles, while 
Spoonmore wsa charted with three singles. Leeper finished the 
contest with J 4 strikeouls. 

Ofat laced two singles for Bellaire, while Wright fanned four 
in picking up the hard luck loss. 

Linescore: 
Bellaire 000 000 2 - 2 3 2 
Harrison Central 200 000 1 - 3 8 o 

BATTERIES: Wright and Ofat. Leeper and Brandon 
Potts can be reached at Jpotts@timesleaderonline.com 

• Linsly---------
continued from Page 81 

back and watch one of the top up-and-coming pitchers in the 
Valley go to work. 

Byhannn was masterful working from the circle, firing a two­
hit shutout just two days removed from throwing a no-hitter 
against Bridgeport. 

She struck out 11 batters in six innings without a walk, sur­
rendering singles to McFrederick in the fifth inning and Emiley 
__,,."'.,.,."'.,. ;" tha thi..-rl 

I-



Harrison Central 200 000 1 - 3 8 O BATTERIES: Wright and Ola!. Leeper an_d Brandon . Pott.~ can he reached atjpo11s@tu11rsleadero11/me.cn111 

• Linsly--------
continued from Page B1 

bacl, and watch one of the top up-and-coming pitchers in the Valley go to work. . _ . Byhanna was masterful working from the circle. fmng a hvo­hit shutout just two clays removed from throw111g a no-hitter airninst Bridgeport. 
- She struck out I I batters in six innings without a walk, '.ur­rcnclcring singles to McFrcderick in the 11fth inn111g and Emtley Mercer in the third. 

"Mel!an was very dominant out there today," Hofreuter­Landini~said of her bu,lcling acc. "She pitched a very good game und nolhing sCcms to faze her." . Byhanna needed only 78 pitches -- 51 stnkcs, 27 balls -- to record her 12th victorv this season. Even when the sophomore "Ot behind in the cm11it. whether it lie 2-1. 3-1 or 3-0, she bat-"' tied hack lo get the out. 
Flowers added a two-run double in the seventh bef~rc Mitchcm's game-winning hunt and Dana Wolfe mlded three sin-gles. two co111ing courtesy of hunts for Linsly. . Bylrnnna will now go up ngninsl Tustin. a four-year v7teran m the circle for Ca111cron to sec who advances lo Saturday s cham-pion,-.hip finnls. . . . For the Cadets. it would he their first OVAC Class A title since capturing the 1ourm11ncnt championship during the 2003 SCHSllll. 
Eat.:h lcam in the conference has a goal nf winning the OV AC tourney, hut for Unsly. i1·s a hit more sp~cial. , Unlike the majority ol' learns they lace, the Cadets nrenD t members of \Vest Virginia's high school governmg body. the WVSSAC. and subsequently aren't eligible fnr postscason play. Sn ror Linsly. lhis i.s its f10.",{!\C;.l~0!1. . . ··Yes. we dn view this 1ourna111cnt a little d1ffcrently than most (tca111s)," Hol'rcul<'r-Landini said. "The (OVAC) wur~a­mcnt is something we have been working for and bt11lcl111g towards the entire se..ison." 
Lincscorc: 

Beallsville 000 000 -- o 2 4 
Linsly 304 003 -- 10 11 o . BP.TTERIES: McFrederick and Thomas. Byhanna and Mllchem. 

Wtieeling Central girls rip Mon-roe 
By JOSH STROPE 
For the Times Leader 

It wasn't your typical 
Wheeling Central outing and it 
at times lacked the dominating 
pcrfor111ance that the Maroon 
Knights usually turn in, but for 
the defending OV AC Class 
AA champions, it wns business 
as usual. 

Wheeling Central opened 
its tournament title defense 
with a I 0-0 victory against 
Monroe Central in six innings 
at Lisa's Field at the J.B. 
Chambers 1-4 70 Complex. 

"I talked to a few coaches 
and we fell Monroe Central 
was a dangerous teaQJ," 
Wheeling Central co-coach 
Ambrose Bober said. "We 
want to make sure our girls 
stay focused because this is our 
second season right now. 

"Our regular season OV AC 
is done and now we go into 
playoffs. We've got lo work on 
that depth and that playoff 
mentality." 

The Maroon Knights (19-2) 
pounded out IO hits against 
Seminoles □ pitcher Maggie 
Cox. 

While B rillany Derr only 
allowed three hits -- all infield 
singles -- she struck out five 
and most outs came on ground 
balls. 

She wasn't do111inant, but 
she didn't need to be. 

"We have good solid 
defense so we tell our pitchers 
that you don't have to strike 
everybody out," Wheeling 
Central co-coach Rick 
Magruder said. "Let the 
defei1.sc do the work and they 
have been pretty consistent hit-

ling so as long as we keep 
doing that, we Will be going 
one game at a time." 

The Maroon Knights scored 
three in the first inning, sturtcd 

.off by Stephanie Barry with an 
RBI single. 

The Seminoles 111ight have 
been able to get out of the first 
with allowing just one run, but 
a ny ball by Mary Petros to left 
field that looked like it would 
be caught was misjudged by 
leftficlder Nicole Huffman, 
allowing two more runs to 
score. 

Centrul put another run on 
the board in the second as Jen 
Sparachane came home after 
and error by Cox, who was lry­
i n g to make a play with u 
tough throw to first lo gel 
Lauren Baker. 

Instead, first baseman 
Kylie Knowlton couldn't han­
dle the throw and Sparachane 
scored easily. 

Val Palmer tripled to lead 
off the third and Barry brought 
her home with a sacrifice fly. 
Courtesy runner Rachel Helms 
scored on a Sparachane triple. 

"If we can put it all together 

and not go into any kind of a 
slump, we can make a good 
run again," Baher said. ''I 
knew (the Se111inolcs) were 
young and had a couple hitters. 
They played a couple teams 
very tough .... That first game 
is always the toughest." 

Bany led off the fifth with u 
triple, was again replaced by 
Helms, who scored on a single 
by Petros. In the sixth, Barry 
reached on an e1TOr that led to 
another run." • 

"All year long, she's been 
our iron-woman. I should say. 
Hcckuva team player that 
never complains and works 
everyday and gives us I I 0 
percent every time," Bober 
said. 

Added Magruder: "With 
her and Kayla Gray, we have 
some pretty good seniors. They 
are good leaders." 

The Maroon Knights got the 
three runs they needed in the 
sixth inning to induce the I 0-
run mercy rule despite not col­
lecting a hit. 

Three errors led to three 
runs, including a steal of home 
by Derr. 
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The West Liberty men's tennis team Is off to 
the NCAA Division II Great Lakes Regional In 
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Wheeling: Title Town 
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, • Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Wheeling Park's Caitlin Jividen slides into second base In front of Brooke defender Mor­gan Hunter on Monday in Wheeling. View additional photas at cu.theintel/lgencer.net 

Behind Hohman, Patriots 
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Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Wheeling Central Rachel Helms slides in front of Frontier second baseman Morgan Crum on Monday in Wheeling. View additional photos at cu.theintelligencer.net 
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, • Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Wheeling Pari<'s Caitlin Jividen slides into second base in front of Brooke defender Mor­
gan Hunter on Monday in Wheeling. View additional photos at cu.theintelligencer.neL 

Behind Hohman, Patriots 
collect crown vs. Bruins 

By JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

Wheeling Park didn't qualify for the 
OV AC Tournament last season but found 
itself in the championship game against the 
defending champion Brooke Bruins this sea­
son. 

Mary Hohman struck out eight batters 
and collected two singles as the Patriots 
claimed their third OVAC Class AAAA 
Championship with a 7-2 victory against 
Brooke on Monday at the J.B. Chambers 1-
4 70 Complex. 

"Mary was on," Wheeling Park coach 
Dee Davis said. "When she is on her game 
and hits her spots, she's the best pitcher in 
the valley." 

Park looked like it would roll early, get­
tin~ all seven of its runs in the second 
mrung. 

The Patriots received three straight sin­
gles to load the bases .for Shila Gray in that 
frame. 

Gray bit a grounder to Brooke third base­
man Elizabeth Preston. Preston looked to 

CLASS AAAA 
home but the runner was going to beat the 
throw and instead fired to first. By then, 
Gray had reached safely and kept the bases 
juiced for Katie Eckman. 

They weren't loaded for long as Eckman 1 

lined a shot into left-centerfield for a bases­
clearing, three-run triple. 

Eckman scored on another error by the 
Bruins and Caitlin Wilson finished off the 
scoring with a two-run single that put the 
Patriots up 7-0. 

"We gave up seven runs in one inning, 
and I'm sure I'll sit on the bus and look at 
the book and look back to see if I could 
have done anything differently," Brooke 
coach Wes Eddy said. "When the dam 
broke, it really flooded us out 

"Seven runs in one inning. We chipped 
away and I don't think the girls quit so I tip 
my hat to Park. They're a great ballclub." 

Please See HOHMAN, Page 16 
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Wheeling Central Rachel Helms slides in front of Frontier second baseman Morgan 
Crum on Monday in Wheeling. View additional photos at cu.theintelligencer.net. 

Maroon Knights gain 2nd 
straight title in dominant way 

By MIKE HUGHES 
Staff Writer 

Wheeling Central put an impressive 
stamp on its second consecutive OV AC 
Class AA softball championship with a 
I 0-0 victory against Frontier on Monday 
at Lisa's Field at the 1-4 70 Complex in 
Wheeling. 

The Maroon Knights managed IO hits off 
Cougars veteran ri~ht-hander Maggie 
Brunoni and were swmging their bats well 
from the top of the order to the bottom. 

Brunoni's record in the circle dropped to 
12-3 with all three losses coming against 
Central. 

"We came ready to play and really hit 
the ball well,'' Maroon Knights co-coach 
Ambrose Bober said. 

"We were able to get big, key hits and 
keep the pressure on," Central co-coach 
Rick Magruder added. 

The biggest hits for Central came from 
the bottom portion of its batting order. 

Brittany Derr drew the starting assign­
ment in the circle for the Maroon Knights. 

CLASS AA 
When she's got the ball, the Central coach­
es occasionally elect a bench player to bat 
for her. 

Monday was one of those occasions as 
Lindsey Beaver took Derr' s place in the 
batting order and took full advantage of 
the opportunity. 

During her second at-bat, Beaver crushed 
an 0-1 offering deep to the gap in left-cen­
terfield that brought home two runs. 

That blast made the score 5-0, but the 
Maroon Knights junior wasn't quite fin­
ished. 

An inning later, Beaver blooped a two­
out single into shallow right field that 
scored both Mary Petros and Kat Stiglich 
for an 8-0 advantage. 

Her first at-bat resulted in· a sharply hit 
drive to right field that Cassie Amos man­
aged to snag. 

Please See KNIGHTS, Page I 6 



Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Wheeling Central's Kat Stiglich (2) reaches on an error as Frontier's Brianna Riggs 
attempts to make the play. View additional photos at cu.theinte//igencer.net. 

Knights---------
(Continued from Page 15) 

"We don"t always have (someone) bat for 
Brittany. but we decided to (Monday) 
because Lindsey was swinging u hot bat and 
the decision paid off for us.·· Magruder said. 

\'al Palmer atoned for an 0-for-3 start with 
an RBI single in the sixth to push the lead to 
9-0 and Petros followed with a line-drive 
shot into left that scored Kayla Gray for the 
I 0th and final run. 
"Central is a top-notch team and they made 

a lot of good plays." Frontier coach Todd 
Branford said. "We had a couple of nice hits 
here and there. but we were never able to 
string a group together. 

"We were hitting the ball solid. but they 
were right at people and Central made the 
plays." 

Things started out seemingly well for Fron­
tier. 

Chelsea Binegar lined a bouncer up the 
middle for a leadoff single. but was caught 
trying to steal on the next pitch by Wheeffng 
Central catcher Stephanie Barry. 

Shayna Cochran reached on an error and 
Brunoni followed with a single. giving the 
Cougars runners on first and second with 
one out. , 

Derr buckled down, however. and got Kris­
ten Tidd to swing through strike three and 

Alissa Kirkbride to fly out to right. 
That brief flurry accounted for half the 

Cougars' hits. as ·Rrunoni added a leadoff 
double in the fourth and later a single in the 
sixth. 

"It's a nice problem to have. but we 
weren ·1 sure whether to start Jen 
!Sparnchane) or Brittany (Monday)." Bober 
said. "They had already seen Jen twice so 
we decided to go with Brittanv and she 
pitched very wel[" • 

"She had a couple of tough outings. and I 
believe she got her confidence back after a 
couple of inrlings. • • Magruder said. 

Derr finished with a four-hit shutout. strik­
ing out six without a walk and firing a total 
of 90 pitches. 57 of which went for strikes. 

Gray finished with two RB I on a single and 
a double. while Courtnev Schrebe drove in a 
run with a single for Central. 

Frontier \tas plagued by four errors . 
According to Branford. nerves may have 
been a factor in those. 

.. Honestly, I thought we were nervous:· 
Branford said. "Even before the game dur­
ing warrnups, we acted like we Were a bit 
nervous and that's something we'll have to 
overcome if we want to play championship 
ball. .. 

··we just seemed too uptight." 

Hohman 
(Continued from Page 15) 
The Bruins ( 15-6) couldn't 

!!Cl much ~oin~ because of 
Hohman. - -

BnH..1ke ~cored both of i~ runs 
in thl'. fourth. but neither \Vere of 
all\ fault or Hoh111,..m·s. 

·Alter Caitlin Kocher led off 
the inning with a singk. her 
cuu11e~y runnl.'r rvtarissa Rear­
don scorl!d on an error when 
Alicia Wavne·s shot bounced 
off lellfieider Leann Rigby's 
!!\me ;.md allm\ed the runner to 
;core trom second. 

\\'ith \liranua Wil,on run­
ning for \Vuync. she ~ored on a 
wild pitch that Wheeling Park 
L'atchcr Annie Haber couldn ·r 
h.1nule. The inning should have 
cmku "ith a strikeout by 
Chri~tina Cummings. but the 
ball "0t awav from Haber and 
she 1~a.sn·1 able to catch Cum­
mings at first htL'ie. 

"I almost thought they'd 
Latch u~:· DaYis saic.l ... They 
always say if you ~core all your 
runs 111 the t1rst rnnings. the 
other team has time to chip 
mva\'. 

.. ·, said. ·Oh no.' because we 
got se\en in the second inning 
but we stuck to it. our hitting 
\\ as !!oo<l and we were able to 
cunu0ol their hitting and keep 
them off guard. I was really 
plea,ed with the way they 
played ... 

Hohman didn't allow another 
mnner past first base in the final 
thre~ innin~s. 

~Iiramla Wilson flied out to 
left lielu to end the game for 
Patriob. 

"I am ,cry proud." Davis 
,aid. "I have only two seniors 
on this team and each year. the 
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Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Wheeling Park's Beth Kosowski dives for a ball against 
Brooke. View additional photos at cu.theinte//igencer.net. 
same group that I have back is 
getting better and better. 
They're committed to the pro­
gram aod tl1ey're working hard 
and tlrnt is all a coach can ask 
for.., 

Added Eddy: "(Monday) 
we couldn't do the things that 
we typically like to do. When 
you are down by seven runs 
right off the bat. there are thi~gs 
you cannot do. Our bunting 
game was gone, I couldn't semi 
a runner at all so there was no 

running or bunting involveu. 
When you tuke that away from 
us. that's what hurt us." 

The two, along with John 
Marshall, will compete for the 
sectional championship in the 
near future. 

By then, Eddy hopes his team 
will have an answer for the 
Patriots ace. 

"She's a great pitcher and 
we've never really solved her.'' 
Eddy said "We've had a couple 
~ames where we've beaten her 
m low-scoring games. 

"She's a fantastic pitcher aod 
that's something we are going to 
have to do if we want to com­
pete in the sectional. We are 
gonna have to find a way to get 
four or five rumi on her." 

And it wasn't minutes after 
they had been crowned OV AC 
champions that Davis warned 
her squad of the next task ahead. 

"I told them to enjoy it now 
because Brooke will remember 
this. They are going to go after 
us in sectionals so we need to 
remember it too." Davis said. 


