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W.Va. girls win 

ABOVE: Ohio guard Taylor Goff of Shadyside goes up for an off­
balance shot in front of West Virginia's Jay Lyonett of Brooke, 
while Wheeling Central's Jason Grob looks on to the play. Goff 
finished the game with only four points, but Ohio prevailed by a 
88-84 count over the Mountaineers. 
AT LEFT: Harrison Central's Kelley Polen tries to go up for a shot 
against Rochelle Byers of Brooke. Polen scored six points, but 
West Virginia picked up a victory by a 80-67 count. 
AT RIGHT: Frontier's Jill Bowersock tries to drive baseline 
against West Virginia's Chelsea Skrzypek during the second half 
of Saturday's OVAC All-Star Game at OUE. . 

T-L Photos/MIKE HARVILLA 



INSIDE 

Scoreboard I CB 

Ohio boy~ 
• States split the annual 
OVAC Mumley Games 
By RICH GIBSON 
limes Leader Sports Writer 

No wonder Martins Ferry's Jeff Sabatino loves this job. 
The Purple Riders' personable hoop boss is an unblemished 6-0 

as Ohio All-Star hoop coach after his Buckeyes roared from behind 
to knock off West Virginia in Saturday's annual Samuel A. Mumley 
OV AC Classic. 

Trailing by double digits in the first half, Sabatino's Scarlet and 
Gray piled up 52 second half points to post a 88-84 victory before 
an enthusiastic turnout in the Robert Ney Center on the OU-Eastern 
campus. • 

"As loaded as their (W. Va.) roster was, the odds were definitely 
stacked against us." Sabatino smiled moments following the out­
come. 

"I was really proud the way our kids responded after a generally 
poor first half. (Coming back) to win is a great accomplishment 
because West Virginia had some excellent players." 

As did Ohio. including Sabatino's own standout at Ferry. the 
smooth-operating and West Liberty State-bound Scott Mirich. 

"When push came to shove, Scotty was the difference out there 
today," Sabatino advised. "He wants the ball when the game's on 
the line and that wns the cuse in this game." 

Mirich who tolaled 17 points and eight boards less than 24 hours 
earlier in Friday night's District 12 event, returned Saturday to col­
lect 19 points and IO rebounds. The versatile 6-5 ace made an array 
of nice moves to the hoop. attmcting numerous fouls. He converted 
IO of 14 free throws. 

Mirich had considerable help in Ohio's comeback. Z1nesville's 
Jordan Aaronhalt fired in a pair of clutch second half treys produc­
ing an I I -point effort. 

Buckeye Trail's J.J. Savage battled his way to IO points and 
Indian Creek's Jason McKeegan netted IO as well. 

Ohio received an. inspired performance from _Monroe Central 
mainstay Tyler Knowlton·who contributed nine points. 

Bridgeport's Z1c earlier was solid, posting eight points and nine 
rebounds. East Liverpool's Andrew Bobalik totaled eight markers. 

Ohio retaliated after falling behind 44-36 at the break. 
"I thought we were much more aggressive in the second half," 

See, OVAC, Page C3 

T•L Pholo/MIKE HARVILLA 
OHIO FORWARD Scott Mirich goes up for a shot in traffic during the first half of the 
OVAC All-Star Classic Saturday at Ohio University-Eastern. Mirich scored 19 points and 
had 1 O rebounds In the Ohio victory. 

e OVAC-------------:---
Continued from Page C1 

Sabatino suggested. That fact was acknowl­
edged at the foul line where Ohio went 25 of 
39. The Mountain Slaters, meanwhile cashed 
11 of their 20 charity conversions. 

The Blue and Gold stars were paced by the 
Weir Red Rider combo of Dan McWhorter ( 18 
points) and Eddie Hayden (14). Brooke's Jay 
Lyonett converted a trio of trifectas and fin­
ished with I I points. Wheeling Central's Eric 
Anthony tossed in I 0. 

Ohio shot 28 of 80 from the floor and 
grabbed 54 rebounds. The Mountaineers made 
34 of their 79 perimeter launches. West 
Virginia led in turnovers, I 9-14. 

At halftime, Brooke High's Brenton Scheetz 
captured the 2006 Conference Slam Dunk 
championship. Scoring: 

WEST VIRGINIA (84) - Bee 0, 0-0 O; Feldmeier 0, 
0-0 0; Hundley 0, 0-0 0; Freeland 1, 1-2 3; Scheetz 2, 
0-0 4; Moore 2, 0-0 4; McCune 1, 2-2 4; Creighton 4, 
0-2 B; Grob 4, 0-0 B; Anthony 3, 4-4 10; Lyonett 4, 0-0 
11; Hayden 5, 3-6 14; McWhorter B. 1-2 18. Totals·· 
34, 11-20. OHIO (88) - Walker 0, 0-0 O; Hayden 0, 0-
0 o; Milleson o, o-o O; Ferguson o, 0-0 O; Shepherd 1, 
0-1 2; Jones 1, 0-0 3; Schmitt 1, 1-2 4; Goff 2, 0-0 4; 
Cartier 2, 4-6 B; Boballk 2, 4-8 B; Knowtton 4, 1-1 9; 
McKeegan 3, 3-4 10; Savage 5, 0-1 10; Aaronhatt 3, 
2-2 11; Mirich 4, 10-14 19. Totals - 28, 25-39. 

Three-point goals. West Virginia •· Lyonett (3), 
Hayden, McWhorter. Ohio -- Aaronhalt (3), Jones, 
McKeegan, Mirich, Schmitt. 

WEST VIRGINIA'S girls mounted a 38-29 
halftime lead then staved off a second half Ohio 
comeback. 

Wheeling Central coach Penn Kurtz received 
well-balanced offensive production, led by 
Bishop Donahue's Jen Hill who hooped 14. 

John Marshall's Jaimie Merinar tossed in 12 
points. Tossing in IO tallies apiece were 
Wheeling Central's Chelsea Skrzypek and 
Wheeling Park's Chantelle Nevels. 

Brooke High's Rochelle Byers netted nine 
points and Magnolia ace Ashley Mcsweeney 
contributed eight. The Lady Blue Eagles' 
Micah Bell brought down a game-leading nine 
rebounds. 

The West Virginians posted a decisive 34-

20 advantage 
in field goals 
and overcame 
2 7 turnovers. 

Under the 
direction of 
Buckeye 
Local's Brian 
Best. Ohio was 
paced by 
Bellaire High 
all-stater 
Ashley Vavrek 
who tallied 12 
points. 

Caldwell's 
Tressa Ramsey 
provided nine­
point support. 
Scoring six 
points apiece 
were Harrison T-L Photo/MIKE HARVILLA 
Centrnl's Kelly INDIAN CREEK'S Miles 
Polen and Hayden brings the ball up 
Steubenville the floor during the OVAC 
C e n t r a I • s All-Star Game Saturday at 
Claire DiPiero. OUE. 

At halftime, ---------­
Fort Frye's Abby Nolan captured the Three­
point Shootout, knocking down 17 trifectas 
during a 60-second interval. 

WEST VIRGINIA (BO) -- Cook 0, 0-0 O; Henry 0, 0-
0 O; Comls 0,0-0 O; McGinley 1, 0-0 2; Bell 1, 0-0 2; 
Stender 1, 0-0 3; Gompers 2, 0-0 4; McCombs 3, O..Q 
6; Mcsweeney 3, 0-0 8; Byers 2, 5-6 9; Nevels 5, 0-2 1 10; Skrzypek 5, 0-0 10; Merlnar 5, 2-2 12; Hill 6, 0-0 
14. Totals - 34, 7-10. OHIO (67) •• Doughty 0, 0-0 O; 
Nolan 0, 0-0 O; Huck O, 2-2 2; Yoho 1, 0-0 3; Becca 1, ' 
1-4 3; Moore 2, 0-0 4; Burkhart 1, 2-7 4; Marinaccl 2, 
0-0 4; Bowersock 2, 0-0 4; Ross 1, 2-2 5; Gossett 2, 1-
1 5; DiPlerro 3, 0-0 6; Polen 1, 4-4 6; Ramsey 2, 4-4 9; 
Vavrek 2, 8-9 12. Totals -· 20, 24-33. Three-point 
goals. West Virginia •· Hill (2). Mcsweeney (2), 
Stender,, Ohio - Ramsey, Ross, Yoho. 

Gibson can he reached at 
rgibso11@timesleadero11/ ine .com 
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Ohio's OVAC All-Stars 

T-1 Photos/JOEL JOSEPH ABOVE: Representing Ohio in the 2006 Samuel A. Mumley Basketball Classic are the following boys: kneeling, from left, are Andrew Bobalik (East Liverpool); Johnny Jones (Cambridge); Jason McKeegan (Indian Creek); Tyler Ferguson (Fort Frye); Taylor Goff (Shadyside); Dan Milleson (Harrison Central); Pee Schmitt (Union Local); Jordan Aronhalt (Zanesville). Standing, from left, are head coach Jeff Sabatino (Martins Ferry); assistant coach Greg Taylor (Monroe Central); Tyler Knowlton (Monroe Central); Miles Hayden (Indian Creek); Steven Shepherd (Edison); Scott Mirich (Martins Ferry); Zac Carlier (Bridgeport); Willie Walker (Harrison Central); and assistant coach Donnie Madzia (Harrison Central). • 

BELOW: Representing Ohio in the 2006 Samuel A. Mumley Basketball Classic are the following girls: kneeling, from left, are Bra Burkhart (Shadyside); Ashley Vavrek (Bellaire); Brianne Ross (Steubenville); Ashley Marinacci (St. John Central); Kirsten Yoho (Union Local); Jill Bowersock (Frontier); Sarah Huck (Fort Frye); and Erin Doughty (Beallsville). Standing, from left, are head coach Brian Best (Buckeye Local); Abbey Becca (Buckeye Local); Claire DiPiero (Steubenville Central); Tressa Ramsey (Caldwell); Kelley Polen (Harrison Central); Abby Nolan (Fort Frye); Missy Gossett (St. Clairsville); Kelli Moore {Edison); assistant coach Angle Forte (Steubenville); and assistant coach Tube Davis (Bellaire). 
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Ohio.boys, W.Va. girls register @VAC All-Star Cla¥sic victoriesJ. 
JEFF HARRISON girls and Ohio boys emerging Vrrginia extended to a 44-36 ~-point deficit into a ·three- out six assists. rebounding edge, but were cbartl: 
T D J victorious at the Ohio halftime lead, with Weir High's ~int (61-58) lead with 11:00 Cambridge's Johnny Jones ed with a whopping 32 turnoved: 

HE AILY EFFERSONIAN University-Eastern Ney_ Center Ed Hayden scoring 12 points in maining. contributed three points and to24fortheLadyMountain~, 
ST. CLAIRSVILLE - The on Saturday. . the first 20 minutes. This time, it was Ohio with a three rebounds in Ohio's win. _ Rebound leaders for Wes : 

curtain fell on the local basket- The West Vrrginia girls posted Ohio _came out sizzling to start 3-4 flurry to regain the lead, but In the girls' game, West Vrrginia were Bell with eight an ; 
ball season Saturday afternoon in an 80-67 victory over Ohio in the the second half, using a 15-2 run the teams -went back-and-forth Vrrginia managed a 38-29 half- Byers and Merinar with six : 
the annual Samuel A. day's opener, but the Buckeye over the first five minutes to down the stretch and the out- time lead, only to see Ohio score Ohio got eight boards from: 
Murnley/Ohio Valley Athletic State boys came back with an 88- • move in front, 51-46. The ~-me was in CUJl)bt until Martins the first seven points of the sec- Harrison Central's Kelley•Po~e: 
Conference All-Star Basketball 84 win in the second contest. Buckeyes continued to lead until Ferry's Scott Mirich knocked ond half ('mcluding five by SL seven from Shadyside's B : 
Classic, with the West Vrrginia In the boys' game, West a 9-0 West Vrrginia run turned a wn four free throws in the Clairsville's Missy Gossett) to Burkhart; six each from Va • 

32 seconds. get within two, 38-36. The Lady and Gossett and five fro : 

~ 

Jeff Harrison/Tne Dally Jeffersonian 
Long-time Cambridge ffigh boys' basketball coach Gene Ford (center) received the Earl 
Babedield Boys' Basketball Coaching Award at Satnrday's Samnel A. Mnmley Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference All-Star Basketball Classic at the Ohio University-Eastern Ney Center. 
Presenting Ford with the award are Gene Ammirante (left), bead coach at Bellalre High School 
and the assistant game director, and John Stanko, former bead' coach at Bishop Donahue and 
Shadyside and a former game director. 

•• •• •• 

Mirich followed up a 17-point, Mountaineers went on a 16-8 run Ramsey. f 
ine-rebound performance in to push the lead back to double Special events at halftime ol: 
'riday night's District 12 figures, and Ohio had one 111ore the games included a girl~ : 
'oaches Association All-Star push with an 8-2 spurt which cut three-point shootout, won b • 

iGrune with a 19-point, 10- the lead to 56-52 with 11 miimtes Fort Frye's Abby Nolan wh • 
: rebound effort to lead Ohio and . to go, but West Vrrginia scored knocked down 17 "triples" • : 
',keep Ferry coach Jeff Sabatino, eight straight (five by Bishop one minute while Brooke' : 
the Ohio coach, unbeaten in six Donahue's Jenn Hill) Brenton Scheetz . 
appearances on the bench at the and the lead never vailed in the boys : 

. OVAC contest (five as head got below eight the slam-dunk compe • • 
'coach, one as an assista!\t). rest of the way. lion, scoring 88 of , • 

Backing Mirich in the score- Both teams .got • possible 90 points o 
book were Z'anesville's Jordan scoring balance from bis three dunks'. 
Aronhalt with 11 points; their 15-player ros- Several spcci 
Buckeye Trail's JJ. Savage with ters, with Hill leading awards were presen!j: 
10; Monroe Central's Tyler . the way with 14 ta!- ed throughout th 
,Knowlton with nine; and lies. John Marshall's Jaimie day, including the 
,Bridgeport's Zac Cartier and Merinar contributed a dozen Haberfield Boys' Basketh 
:East Liverpool's Andrew markers; Wheeling Central's Coaching Award to Gene F, 
• Bobalik with eight apiece. Chelsea Skrz:ypek and Wheeling of Cambridge; the Rieb 

Ohio cashed 28-of-87 shots Park's Chantell Nevels each Saffield Girls' Basketb 
,from the floor (32.2 percent); scored 10; Brooke's Rochelle Coaching Award to Gregg Bo 
• collected 56 rebounds and had 13 Byers netted nine and of Bellaire; The Bobby Dawso 
turnovers. West Vrrginia was 34- Magnolia's Ashley McSweeney Basketball Officials' Award 
of-76 on field goal attempts added eight Nick Visnic of Wheeling; an, 
(44.7 percent); landed 55 caroms For Ohio, Bellaire's 2000-point the Thomas E. Rataic 
and had 20 miscues. scorer Ashley Vavrek was the Scorekeepers' Award to To 

Top rebounders for Ohio were high-point producer with 12, fol- Rataiczak of Bellaire. • 
Cartier and Mirich with 10 each; lowed by Caldwell's Tressa Recipients of the Henry 
Bobalik with seven; and Savage Ramsey with nine. Eleven other Boys' Scholarship awards w, 
and Indian Creek's Miles Lady Buckeyes scored between Jordan Aronhalt of Z'anesvill, 
Hayden with five each. For West three and six points. and Sean Freeland of Jo: . 
Vrrginia, John Marshall's Sean· West Vrrginia canned 34-of-85 Marshall while the Richard 
Freeland grabbed seven stray fieJd·goal attempts (40 percent) Potts Girls' Scholarship A• 
shots; Hayden had six and compared to 20-of-71 effort wenttoKelleyPolenofHarriso 
Wheeling Central's Jason Grob (28.2 percent) for the Ohioans. Central and Julia McGinley o 
had five while Anthony dished The Lady Buckeyes had a 58-51 Wheeling Central. 

• •• •·• •• 



Samuel A. Mumley/OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic 
Saturday at OU-Eastern; Jones, Savage, Ramsey to play 
.,lt-~:- ,, . ' 

•F HARRISON feet venue. '"The Ohio girls' team includes Mcsweeney and Micah Bell of Magnolia, 
Tressa Ramsey of Caldwell, Sarah Huck and Hailee Stender of 'Iyler Oqnsolidated, Chelsea 
Abby Nolan of Fort Frye, Bri Burkhart of Skrzypek and Julia McGJhley of Wheeling 
Shadyside, Ashley Vavrek ofBellaire, Brianne Central, Leah Comis of Weirton Madonna, 
Ross of Steubenville, Ashley Marinacci of St Rachel Byers of Brooke, Maggie· Gompers 
John Central, Kirstin Yoho of Union Local, Jill and Chantel Nevels of Wheeling Park, and 
Bowersock of Frontier, Erin Doughty of Kristen McCombs of Cameron. 

DAILY JEFFERSONIAN 

:!¥, CLAIRSVILLE - The 15th annual 
~!i/nuel A. Murnley/Ohio Valley Athletic 
~erence All-Star Bask~tball Classic, fea­
~0g a host of the top seruor basketball play­
e\'!i!P the bi-state co. nference, will take place 
Siimrday at the Ohio University Eastern Ney 
dl1i,,r. . 
:lction_ .. i.s s. 1. ated to begm... Saturday at 1 p.m. 
• the· girls' game featuring Ohio against 
~&;.st Y:itgiµia\,Jollowed at approximately 3 

Beallsville, Abbey Becca of Buckeye Local, The coaches are Penn Kurtz of Wheeling 
Claire DiPiero of Steubenville Catholic, Kelly Central, John Leary of Brooke and Fred King 
Polen of Harrison Central, Missy Gossett of of Paden City. 
St. Clairsville and Kelli Moore of Edison. . The West Vrrginia boys' team includes Eric 

~llli, byth'l e9¥S: contes_t. " 
•®ti Bec)ltel, once agrun serv1qg as the game 

clfi'i,;:tor, is anxious for this year's event to 

Coaches of the Ohio girls' are Brian Best of Anthony and Jason Grob of Wheeling Central, 
Buckeye Local, Angie Forte of Steubenville Brandon Sheetz and Jay Lyonett of Brooke, 
and Tube Davis of.Bellaire. Eddie Hayden and Dan McWborter of Weir, 

The Ohio boys' team has two local players Keshawn. Creighton and Daree Goodwin of 
- Johnn)'. Jones of Cijffibridge and J,J. Wheeling Park, Sean Freeland of John 
Savage ofBuckeye Trail. The rest of the squad Marshall, Lee McCune of Weirton Madonna, 
includes Andrew Bobalik of East Liverpool, 

uilf.ild. 
•~1 think the game is really important because 

it's the last organized basketball game that 60 
or ,70 percent of these kids will play," Bechtel 
COJ1Ul1ented, "so it's a good way to end their 
high school careers. 

Andrew Bee of Cameron, Drew Moore of Jason McKeegan and Miles Hayden of Indian 
Creek, 'Iyler Ferguson of Fort Frye, Taylor 'Iyler Consolidated, Andy Hundley of Linsly, 
Goff of Shadyside, Dan Milleson and Willie Eric Feldmeir of Paden City, Michael Blair of 
Walker of Harrison Central, Pee Schmitt of Magnolia. 

ult's also good because our conference is so 
huge that it gives kids from some of our small 
schools to play against kids from the bigger 
schools and showcase their ability," he added. 

Union Local, Jordan Aronhalt of Zanesville, The Coaches are Mel Stevens of Wheeling 
'Iyler Knowlton of Monroe Central, Steven Central and Mike Granato of Weir. 
Shepherd of Edison, Scott Mirich of Martins Among the special award winners will be for-
Ferry and Zak Cartier of Bridgeport mer Cambridge High coach Gene Ford, the 

Bechtel also acknowledged the cooperation 
of event host Ohio University-Eastern . 

"EJ. Schodzinski (OU-E athletic director) 
has been super to us," he offered. '"The facili­
ty is excellent and it's pretty centrally-located 
as far as the OVAC goes, so it makes it the per-

The Ohio boys' coaches are Jeff Sabatino of recipient of the Earl J. Haberfield Award; 
Martins Ferry, Don Madzia of Harrison Gregg Bonar, former Bellaire High girls' 
Central and Greg Taylor of Monroe Central. coach, recipient of the Richard Saffield Award; 

The West Virginia girls' team features and Tom Rataiczak of Bellaire, winner of the 
Melissa Henry of Weir, Nicole Thompson and Thomas E. Rataiczak Scorekeeper Award. 
Jaimie Merinar of John Marshall, Lauren Advance tickets are $6 for adults and $5 for 
Cook and Jen Hill of Bishop Donahue, Ashley students, with all tickets at the door costing $7. 

Cambridge's Ford to 
receive Haberfield award 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

Saying Gene Ford is a coaching icon could 
still be the understatement of the century. 

Ford spent 3 I years on the basketball bench. 
including 25 at Cambridge High, turning the 
Bobcats into one of the state's premier programs 
before stepping down last spring to pursue other 
interests. 

For his years of service and success rate. 
Ford will receive the OV AC Earl Haberfield 
Award at the annual Sam Mumley OVAC All­
Star Game to be held Saturday, April I at 
OUE's Ney Center. 

"I think that anytime you are fortunate 
enough to be recognized by your peers it's the 
ultimate in coacping," Ford said during a phone 
interview. "When you look at the previous 
award winners and think about those who will 
possibly follow you, you have to feel very for­
tunate to be in the position." 

Ford arrived at Cambridge High in his sev­
enth year as a head coach. He spent a season at 
Shenandoah and five at Tuscarawas Valley 
before accepting the job with the Bobcats. 

The reason for coming to Cambridge was a 
simple one for Ford. He wanted to be at a 
school that had a town. 

"The success we had (at Cambridge) speaks 
, volumes for the support from the community 
and the faculty," Ford pointed out "[t was truly 
a family atmosphere in Cambridge, and I felt 
blessed to be in that situation." 

While compiling a 400-183 record with the 
Bobcats, Ford posted a 59-25 record in the 
OHSAA tournament, which led him to 18 sec­
tional titles, eight district titles and five regional 
titles. 

"I don 1t think thcre1s any secret to my suc­
cess ... ! had good players." Ford joked, "Amon­
key can conduct an orchestra if you provide the 
orchestra. There's a lot of ways you can play 
the game, but talent is the common denomina­
tor." 

Included in all of the talent that Ford had at 
his disposal' were his sons Geno and Dustin. 
Geno still ranks second on the OHSAA scoring 
li.,t and was Mr. Basketball as a senior before 
heading to Ohio University to play for the 

Bobcats. 
Dustin was also a 1,000-point scorer and 

helped lead the Bobcats to one of their state 
tourney appearances, 

There were both positives and negatives for 
Ford with coaching his sons, 

"I think most coaches would tell you when , 
you coach your sons you don't get a chance to 
watch them play," Ford said. "You are still 
coaching the team and the game, you don1t get 
to watch them. I was actually fortunate that my 
two sons could play a little bit." 

While both Geno and Dustin have gone on to 
the coaching ranks, Ford's third son Ryan never 
played basketball and took the sport of golf. 

"Ryan just didn't like basketball that well," 
his dad said. "There's no way you could ask 
your kids to do something they didn't want to 
just to please their parents." 

Along with his sons, Ford lists Terry 
"Strawberry" White - who went to play at both 
Ohio State and West Virginia -- as the most ath­
letic player he's ever coached. 

"Strawberry was by far the most athletic 
player I ever coached, and Geno was the best 
basketball player," Ford said. "There are so 
ma~y guys that I couldn't even begin to create a 
hst. 

When Ford resigned• from Cambridge, he 
showed how much of a hoop junkie he is when 
he accepted a position as Geno's assistant at 
Muskingum College. 

"l had been head coach for 31 years and 
that's a pretty long time," Ford offered. "It got 
to the point where I thought I wanted to do 
some things for myself. but I obviously haven't 
gotten out of the game totally, which is good. 
You have to have something to talk about." 

Ford is a 1970 graduate of now defunot 
Midvale High School where he was an all-Ohio, 
all-lVC and all-Eastern District perfonner, scor­
ing 1,310 points. He earned I I varsity letters in 
basketball, track and baseball. 

He then graduated from Muskingum College 
in 1974 and was named UPI "Small America" 
and Ohio Athletic Conference Athlete of the 
Year. Ford is still the second'leading scorer in 
Muskingum with I, 71 7 points. 

Seth Staskev can be reached via email at 
sstaskey@time,;leader011!i11e.com 

...., 
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HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL 

OV AC Boys Rosters Revealed 
By SETH STASKEY 
for the News-Register 

The basketball stars of the 
Ohio Valley Athletic Confer­
ence will be shining brightly 
on April I at OUE's Ney Cen­
ter. 

Game officials announced 
the boys rosters for both Ohio 
and West Virninia for the 
annual Sam Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Classic. 

The Ohio squad is being 
coached by Martins Ferry's 
Jeff Sabatino who led the Pur­
ple Riders to a 14-7 mark this 
past winter. He's being assist­
ed by Harrison Central's Don­
nie Madzia. Madzia guided 
the Huskies to the regional 
tournament this season and a 
21-3 record. Also on the Ohio 
staff is Monroe Central's Greg 
Taylor who turned in a 13-8 
ledger this past winter. 

The West Virginia squad 
will be coached by Wheeling 
Central's Mel Stephens who 
had his Maroon Knights in 
their fifth straight state tourna­
ment. Weir High 's Mike 
Granato had his Red Riders in 
their second straight state 
tournament this weekend in 
Charleston. 

The Ohio boys will be led by 
a pair of Harrison Central 
Huskies. Dan Milleson will 
take part in the game after 
averaging close to I 4 points a 
game this winter. He'll be 
joined by Willie Walker on 
the Buckeye roster. Walker 
netted 13.5 points a game. 

Indian Creek's Jason McK­
eegan earned a spot on the 
team after a senior season in 
which he scored I 6.4 points a 
game. The Redskins other rep­
resentative is 6-5 post player 
Miles Hayden who scored a 
shade over 12 points a game. 

Cambridge's Johnny Jones 
• earned a spot on the team. He 
scored at a I 0.3 points per 
game clip this winter. 

Martins Ferry's Scott Mirich 
was a no-brain pick after scor­
ing 23.3 points a game. 

East Liverpool standout 
Andrew Bobalick was select-

ed after scoring close to 20 
points a game. 

Bridgeport's post player Zac 
earlier was selected after a 
season in which he scored 
19.9 a game. 
Shadyside's Taylor Goff was 

selected to play after he 
poured in some 18.2 points 
per game. 
Zanesville's Jordan Aronhalt 

was picked to represent the 
Blue Devils. He scored some 
I 7 points a game and led his 
team to the regional tourna­
ment. 

Union Local's Pee Schmitt 
was selected. He led the Jets 
in scoring this past winter 
with a I 8. 7 points per game 
average. 

Fort Frye guard Tyler Fergu­
son was selected after helping 
the Cadets to the district title 
and scored 12.3 points a game 
in the process. 

Edison post player Steven 
Shepherd was named to the 
team after scoring 15.5 points 
a game. 

Monroe Central's Tyler 
Knowlton will man down one 
of the spots after scoring 13.2 
points a game. 

Buckeye Trail's J.J. Savage 
was also selected to the team. 
He scored I 1.3 points a game 
for the Warriors. 

■■■ 

West Virginia 
The West Virginia roster is 

chalk full of players who 
helped lead their respective 
teams to the state tournament. 

Wheeling Park's dynamic 
duo of Keshawn Creighton 
(19. I) and Daree Goodwin 
(20.1) were selected to play 

after helping the Patriots 
return to the state tournament 
for the first time since 2000. 

Wheeling Central' s inside­
outside duo of Eric Anthony 
(19.7) and Jason Grob (11.6) 
has helped the Knights to a 
state finals berth this year. 

Weir High's Eddie Hayden 
(20.1) and swingman Dan 
McWhorter ( 14.8) allowed 
the Red Riders to travel to 
Charleston once again this 
season. 

Brooke's Jay Lyonett was 
the Bruins' leading scorer all 
season, netting 19.3 points 
per game. The Bruins' Bren­
ton Scheetz was also selected 
after he scored 13.2 points a 
game. 

Linsly's prolific scorer Aqdy 
Hundley - who racked up 
more than I ,000 points in his 
career - aver;iged 23.4 points 
a game, which ranked second 
amongst small schools in the 
conference. 

Magnolia's Michael Blair 
earned a spot on the team after 
scoring I 0.9 points a game. 
John Marshall's lone player 
on the squad is Sean Freeland, 
who scored I 0.3 points a 
game. 

Tyler's Drew Moore tallied 
I 6.6 points a night for the Sil­
ver Knights. 

Cameron's Andrew Bee 
donated 15. 7 points a game, 
which led the Dragons in scor­
ing. Weirton Madonna's Lee 
McCune netted 23.1 points a 
game to solidify his spot on 
the Mountaineer roster. 

Paden City's Eric Feldmeier 
was named to the squad after 
a senior campaign in which he 
scored 12.1 points a game. 

Note 
All players and coaches 

involved in the all-star game 
are asked by event organizers 
to report to the Ney Center 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. for 
media night. Uniforms and 
shooting shirts will be distrib­
uted. Any questions may be 
directed to Tom Bechtel at 
(304) 234-3641 (W) or 
(304) 242-4457 (H). 

Ford to Receive Coaching Honor 
By SETH ST ASKEY 

For the News-Register 
Saying Gene Ford is a coaching icon could 

still be the understatement of the century. 
Ford spent 31 years on the basketball bench, 

including 25 at Cambridge High, turning the 
Bobcats into one of the state's premier pro­
grams before stepping down last spring to 
pursue other interests. 

For his years of service and success rate, 
Ford will receive the OV AC Earl Haberfield 
Award at the annual Sam Mumley OV AC 
AU-Star Game to be held Saturday, April I at 
OUE's Ney Center. • 

"I think that anytime you are fortunate 
enough to be recognized by your peers it's 
the ultimate in coaching," Ford said during a 
phone interview. 

"When you look at the previous award win­
ners and think about those who will possibly 
follow you, you have to feel very fortunate to 
be in the position." 

Ford arrived at Cambridge High in his sev­
enth year as a head coach. He spent a season 
at Shenandoah and five at Tuscarawas Valley 
before accepting the job with the Bobcats. 

The reason for coming to Cambridge was a 
simple one for Ford. He wanted to be at a 
school that had a town. 

"The success we had (at Cambridge) speaks 
volumes for the support from the community 
and the faculty," Ford pointed out. "It was 
truly a family atmosphere in Cambridge, and 
I felt blessed to be in that situation." 

While compiling a 400-183 record with the 
Bobcats, Ford posted a 59-25 record in the 
OHSAA tournament, which led him to 18 
sectional titles, eight district titles and five 
regional titles. 

"I don't think there's any secret to my suc­
cess ... ! had good players," Ford joked. "A 
monkey can conduct an orchestra if you pro­
vide the orchestra. There's a lot of ways you 
can play the game, but talent is the common 
denominator." 

Included in all of the talent that Ford had at 
his disposal were his sons Geno and Dustin. 
Geno still ranks second on the OHSAA scor­
ing list and was Mr. Basketball as a senior 
before heading to Ohio University to play for 
the Bobcats. 

Dustin was also a 1,000-point scorer and 
helped lead the Bobcats to one of their state 
tourney appearances. 

There were both positives and negatives for 
Ford with coaching his sons. 

"I think most coaches would tell you when 
you coach your sons you don't get a chance 
to watch them play," Ford said. "You are still 
coaching the team and the game, you don't 
get to watch them. I was actually fortunate 
that my two sons could play a little bit." 

While both Geno and Dustin have gone on 
to the coaching ranks, Ford's third s0n Ryan 
never played basketball and took on the sport 
of golf. 

"Ryan just didn't like basketball that well," 
his dad said. "There's no way you could ask 
your kids to dp something they didn't want to 
just to please their parents." 

Along with his sons, Ford lists Terry 
'Strawberry' White - who went to play at 
both Ohio State and West Virginia - as the 
most athletic player he's ever coached. 

"Strawberry was by far the most athletic 
player I ever coached, and Geno was the best 
basketball player," Ford said. "There are so 
many guys that I couldn't even begin to cre­
ate a list." 

When Ford resigned from Cambridge, he 
showed how much of a hoop junkie he is 
when he accepted a position as Geno's assis­
tant at Muskingum College. 

"I had been head coach for 3 I years and 
that's a pretty long time," Ford offered. "It 
got to the point where I thought I wanted to 
do some things for myself, but I obviously 
haven't gotten out of the game totally, which 
is goo~. You have to have something to talk 
about. 

Ford is a 1970 graduate of now defunct 
Midvale High School where he was an all­
Ohio, all-IVC and all-Eastern District per­
former, scoring 1,310 points. He earned I I 
varsity letters in basketball, track and base­
ball. 

He then graduated from Muskingum Col­
lege in 197 4 and was named UPI "Small 
America" and Ohio Athletic Conference Ath­
lete of the Year. 

Ford is still the second-leading scorer in 
Muskingum with I, 71 7 points. • 
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Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Buckeye Local's Brain Best points out instructions in preparation for the annual Sam Mumley OVAC 
All-Star Game on April 1. Best will coach the Ohio team for the first time. 

se•eing Stars 
Coaches honored to guide teams in OVAC All-Star Classic 

By JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

is Buckeye Local's Brian Best. 
"The West Virginia team cer­

tainly passes the eye test," Sabati­
no said. "We are going to work 
hard, and I promise we will work 
hard, and do all we can to be 
competitive in this game:" 

continue to do it us long as I keep 
getting voted to." 

For Stephens and Granato, the 
game is a way to get over the 
heartbreaking tmales to their sea­
sons this past week in the state 
basketball tournament. 

Martins Ferry coach Jeff Sabati­
no has a perfect 5-0 record in the 
Sam Mumlcy OV AC All-Star 
Classic. 

In order to keep that spotless 
record intact, he will huve to go 
through what might be his tough­
est task yet. 

Sabatrno will coach the Ohio 
boys against Weir couch Mike 
Granato and Wheeling Central's 
Mel Stephens' W.Va. team in the 
annual all-star contest on April I 
at the Ney Center on the campus 
of Ohio University-Eastern. 

Sabatino has never turned down 
an invitation to coach in the 
game, viewing it as a prestigious 
honor. 

"When you arc voted in by the 
other coaches, that really means 
something," Sabatino said. "I 
think we have a responsibility to 
these great players to be enthusi­
astic about what we've accom­
plished. 

"The way the season ended was 
hard, so this is a way for me to 
get right back on the bike again," 
Granato said. "I enjoy what I do 
and I enjoy this game. 
"This game is meant to be fun so 

you won't see a lot of zones or 
anything like that. It's going to be 
a lot running up and down the 
floor, dunking the ball and throw­
ing up plenty of 3-pointers. Penn Kurtz of Wheeling Central 

will lead the W.Va. girls' team. 
His counterpart on the Ohio side 

"I may get old, but coaching in 
this game never does and I will Please See STARS, Page I 6 

Stars 
(Continued from Pogc 15) 
"This is definitely an honor 

l'or me lo he picked and not 
to mention, I have some real~ 
ly good players on this side," 
Stephens said. "We have a 
some good size and that 
should help us out hut there 
isn't a bad player on the Ohio 
team, either." 

Granato will be coaching in 
the game for the third time in 
four seasons. Stephens will 
be a head coach for the first 
time. 

Grnnato holds a 1-1 record 
coaching the boys team. He is 
1-2 overall. losing as a girls 
coach while guiding Bishop 
Donahue in 1985. 

John Marshall·, Pancho 
f'lores was selected as the 
original head couch, but due. 
to u softball doubleheader. he 
wa"i unable to take part in the 
event. lhus making Granato 
and Stephens co-hcud coach­
es. 

The Ohio team consists or 
Andrew Bobalik (East Liver­
pool), Steven Shepherd (Edi­
son). Miles Hayden (Indian 
Creek), Scott Mirich (Martins 
Ferry), Tyler f'erguson (Fort 

Frye). Tyler Knowlton (Mon­
roe Central). Zac earlier 
(Bridgeport), Taylor Goff 
(Shadyside). Dan Milleson 
(Hamson Central), Jason 
McKeegan (Indian Creek), 
Willy Walker (Harrison Cen­
tral). Jordan Aronhalt 
(Zanesville), Pee Schmitt 
(Union Local). Johnny Jones 
(Cambridge), _and J.J. Savage 
(Buckeye '.frail)._ 

Sabatino s assistant coaches 
arc Harrison Cenlral's Don­
nie Madzia and Monroe Cen­
tral's Greg Taylor. 

The W. Va. team is made up 
of Jay Lynnett (Brooke), Dan 
McWhorter (Weir), Duree 
Goodwin (Wheeling Park), 
Michael Blair (Magnolia), 
Drew Moore (Tyler Consoli­
dated). Eric Anthony (Wheel­
ing Central), Andrew Bee 
(Cameron). Andy Hundley 
(Linsly), Lee McCune (Weir­
ton Madonna), Eddie Hayden 
(Weil'), Sean f'recland (John 
Marshall), Keshawn 
Creightoi1 (Wheeling Park). 
Eric f'cldmeier (Paden City), 
Brenton Scheetz (Brooke), 
and Jason Grob (Wheeling 
Central). 

On the pirls side, Best will 
be coach10g in his first all­
star game and the second­
year tloor genernl of the Pan­
thers is overwhelmed with 
enthusiasm. 

"I'm just real excited to be a 
part with some of these great 
players and the great coach­
es," Best said. "Me and the 
rest or my coaches have 
never coached in this game 
so all us rookies are hoping 
that eirls will be able to curry 
us nt1d make us look good." 

Best will be assisted by Bel­
laire' s Tube Davis and 
Steubenville's Angie Porte. 

"This is big for me to be 
recog_~izcd a.mo.~¥st my 
peers, Best said. I m truly 
grateful for the opportunity." 

Kurtz won his only previous 
head coaching stint, and is 
thrilled for the chance to do it 
again. 

"You get to coach players 
that you get the chance to see 
nil year long." he said. "ll's 
going lo be a lot easier to 
coach these girls that it was 
playing against them." 

The Ohio girls nre Abbey 
Becca (Buckeye Local). Jill 

Bowersock ( rrontier). Brc 
Burkhart (Slrndvside), Miss\' 
Gossett (St. Clairsvillei. 
Sarah Huck (Fort Frye). Frio 
Doughty (Beallsville), Ash­
ley Marinacci (Bellaire St. 
John). Kelli Moore (Edison). 
Claire DiPiero (Steubenville 
Catholic). Abby Nolan (Port 
Frye), Kelley Polen (Harrison 
Central), Tressa Ramsey 
(Caldwell), Brianne Ross 
(Steuhenville). Ashley 
Vavrek (Bclla1re). and 
Kirsten Yoho (Union Local). 

Playin° for the W.Va. cirls 
will be 'f.1icnh Bell (Magno-
1 ia ), Rochelle Byers 
(Brooke). Leah Comis (Weir­
ton Madonna). Lauren Cook 
(Bishop Donahue). Maggie 
Gompers (Wheeling Park). 
Melissa Henrv (Weir), Jen 
Hill (Bishop Donahue). Jamie 
Merinar (John Marshall). 
Kristin Mccombs (Cmneron). 
Julia McGinley (Wheeling 
Central), Ashley Mcsweeney 
(Magnolia), Chantell Nevels 
(Wheeling Park), Hailee 
Stender (Tyler Consolidated). 
Nicole Thompson ( John Mar­
shall) untl Chelsea Skr1.ypek 
(Wheeling Centrul). 
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SAMUEL A. MUMLEY OV AC ALL-STAR BASKETBALL CLASSIC 

Photos by Mille Han-Illa The Samuel A. Mumley OVAC AU-Star Basketball Classic took pla~e Saturday at the Ney Center at Ohio University­Eastern. Left: Ohio's Scott Mirich of Marlins Ferry picks up a rebound between West Virginia's Jason Grob (Wheeling Central), left, and Keshawn Creighton (Wheeling Park). Right: Ohio's Kelley Polen of Harrison Centai drives to the bas­ket past Micah Beil of Magnolia. 

Stars Shine Bright 
Ohio Boys, W.Va. Girls win OVAC All-Star Games at Ney Center 

By RICH GIBSON 
For The News R~ter 
Ohio and West Virginia 

produced a Saturday after­
noon split in the annual 
Samuel A. Mumley OV AC 
Basketball Classic. 

The Mountain State girls 
posted u 80-67 victory in Sat­
urday's opener while Ohio's 
boys staged a second half 
rally to pull out a 88-84 tri­
umph. 

The doubleheader attracted 
a nice turnout in the Robert 
Ney Center on the campus of 
Oh10 University Eastern. 

A talent-laden West Vir­
ginia boys' squad combined 
to build a double figure lead 
en route to a 44-36 halftime 
advantage in Saturday's sec­
ond game. 

But Ohio rallied in the sec­
ond half's initial stages to 
forge the first of several dead­
locks. The closely contested 
affair then featured numerous 
lead changes before Ohio 
pulled ahead in the final 90 
seconds. 

Martins Ferry's Scott 
Mirich posted I 9 points and 
IO rebounds to pace four 
Buckeyes in twin figures. 

Zanesville's Jordan Aaron­
halt checked in with I I tallies 

with Indian Creek's Jason 
McKeegan and Buckeye 
Trail's J;J, Savage netting I 0 
markers apiece. 

Monroe Central 's Tyler 
Knowlton provided nine-point 
support while Bridgeport's 
Zac earlier and East Liver­
pool's Andrew Bobalik each 
scored eight. 
• West Virginia, under the 

guidance of Wheeling Cen­
tral's Mel Stephens and Weir 
High's Mike Granato, 
received a team-leadinl;l I 8-
point output from Red Riders' 
ace Dan McWhorter. Weir 
teammate Eddie Hayden con­
nected for 14 points. 

The Brooke Bruins' Jay 
Lyonett tacked ·on 11 points 
and Wheeling Central stand­
out Eric Anthony scored 10. 

Wheeling Park's Keshawn 
Creighton and the Maroon 
Knight's Jason Grob con­
tributed eight points apiece. 

Coach Jeff Sabatino'.s 
Buckeye stars attempted 39 
free throws comp~red to just 
20 for West V1rgmrn. • 

The Purple Riders' cage 
boss was making his sixth 
coaching appearance in this 
game and has yet to suffer a 
loss. 

At halftime, Brooke's 

Brenton Scheetz was crowned 
2006 Slam Dunk champion. 

••• GIRLS 
The West Virginia girls 

mounted a 38-29 halftime 
lead then staved off a second 
half Ohio comeback. 

Wheeling Central coach 
Penn Kurtz received well-bal­
anced offensive production, 
led by Bishop Donahue's Jen 
Hill who hooped I 4. 

John Marshall's Jaimie 
Merinar tossed in 12 points. 
Tossing in l O tallies apiece 
were Wheeling CentraJ.'s 
Chelsea Skrzypek and Wheel­
ing Park's Chantell Nevels. 

Brooke's Rochelle Byers 
netted nine points and Mag­
nolia ace Ashley McSweeney 
contributed eight. The Blue 
Eagles' Micah Bell broui:ht 
down a game-leading nine 
rebounds. 

West Virginia posted a 
decisive 34-20 advantage in 
field goals and overcame 27 
turnovers. 

Under the direction of 
Buckeye Local's Brian Best, 
Ohio was paced by Bellaire 
High all-stater Ashley Vavrek 
who tallied 12 points. 

Caldwell's Tressa Ramsey 
provided n1ne-po!nt support. 

Scoring six points apiece 
were Harrison Central' s Kel­
ley Polen and Steubenville 
Central's Claire DiPiero. 

At halftime, Fort Frye's 
Abby Nolan captured the 3-
point Shootout, knocking 
down I 7 trifectas during a 
60-second interval. 

BOYS 
Ohio 88, Weit Vlmlnla 9-4 

W - Bee O 0-0 0, Felcfme!er O 0-0 O, 
Hundley O O·O O, Freeland 1 1·2 3, 
Scheetz 2 0.0 -4, Moore 2 0-0 4, McCune 
1 2-2 4, Creighton 4 0-2 B, Grob 4 0-0 B, 
Anthony 3 4-4 10, Lynnett 4 0·0 11, 
Hayden 5 3--6 14, McWhorter 8 1·2 18, 
Totals 34 11·20 84. 

O - Walker O 0-0 0, Heyden O 0-0 0, 
Milleson O 0-0 O, Ferguson O 0-0 O, 
Shepherd 1 0-1 2, Jones 1 0-0 3, 
Schmitt 1 1-2 4, Goff 2 0-0 4, earlier 2 4-
6 a, Bobalik 2 4-8 8, Knowlton 4 1-1 9, 
McKeBgan 3 3-4 10, Savage 5 0-1 10, 
Aaronhalt 3 2-2 11, Mirich ,4 10.14 19. 
Totals 28 25-39 84. 

3-polnt goals -Lynnett 3, Hayden, 
McWhorter;Aaronhalt 3, Jonas, McKee-­
gen, Mirich, Schmitt ... 

GIRLS 
Wu-t Vlrglnla BO, Ohio ff7 

W - Cook O 0-0 o, Henry O 0-0 0, 
Comls O 0--0 0, McGlnley 1 0-0 2, 8611 1 
0-0 2, Stender 1 O·O 3, Gompers 2 Q-.0 4, 
McCombs 3 0-0 6, Mcsweeney 3 Q..O 8, 
Byars 2 6---6 9, Navels 6 0-2 10, Skrzypek 
5 Q-.0 10, Mariner 5 2-2 12, Hill a 0-0 1-4. 
Totele 34 7-10 BO. 

0 - Doughty O O·O O, Nolan O Q-.0 0, 
Huck 0 2-2 2, Yoho 1 0-0 3, Becca 1 1-4 
3, Moore 2 0-0 4, Burkhart 1 2-7 4, Mari­
nacci 2 0-0 4, Bowersock 2 0-0 4, Ross 1 
2·2 5, Gossett 2 1-1 5, D!Phnro 3 0-0 6, 
Polan 1 4.4 6, Ramsey 2 4-4 9, Vavrak 2 
6-912. Tot.els 20 24-33 67, 
3-pofnt goals -Hill 2, Mcsweeney 2, 
Stender;Ramsey, Ross, Yoho. 
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Rataiczak to receive 
scorekeepers'award 
at OVAC hoop event 

Tom Rataiczak views himself as more than just the man who keeps the . 
scorcbook at Bellaire High School boys' basketball games. 

He also sees himself as a reconler of history. 
"I am in the process oow of going back and reviewing all of our records 

aod reestablishing standards," Rataiczak said. "Those scorebooks from 
past yeru,; are part of the history of a school's program." 

Fortunately for Rataicwk, he's been there to see a lot of is with pen, not 
pencil, in hand. 

"People are amaz.ed I always use pens," he said, noting he uses one that 
includes four colors - one for each quarter. 

When Rataiczak sat down at the scorer's table for the Big Reds' Ohio 
Division ill District championship gnme against Fort Fcye Friday at New 
Philadelphia, it marked the l,444th consecutive gnme that the Bellaire 
High School alum has tnken his seat at the scoren!s table as the team's offi­
cial scorekeeper. 

Quite a run when yon consider all the things that could make you miss a 
game during 36-plus seasons. 

'Toe Lord has blessed me with good health," he sai4 "There are sever­
al gJnies I went to when I thought I maybe should've stayed home." 

Tiial dedlcmiot\ to hls trafi"nnd'Clhio \'hlley basketboll~oftlle'tell­
sons the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference will present Rataiczak with an 
award already named in 'his honor ~ the Thomas E. Rataiczllk 
Scorekeeper/fimer Award - at the Samuel A. Mumley All-Star 
Basketball Classics April 1 at the Robert Ney Center on the campus of 

• Ohio University Eastern. 
The girls' contest tips at 1 p.m., with the boys' clash to follow at about 3 

p.m. 
"It's neas" Rataiczak said, ''when I look back at all the guys who have 

won it before me, I've kept score with all of thetn. 
"When you look at a guy like Mr. (Joe) Bechtel (Wheeling Central score-

keeper) who has been doing it for decades, it's phe-
nomenal.'' 

Aceonling to RalJliczak, who retired as a Bellaire 
High School teacher after 30-plus years in 1999, it's 
the people you work with as a scorekeeper and the 
relationships you fo!ge that make doing the job fun. 

''The neat thing is you get used to going to the dis­
trict tournament and seeing those people and going to 
the regional in Athens and seeing those people," 
Rataiczak said. "It's like oue big family." 

Ratniczak entered the scorekeeping fraternity in the 
Ratniczak early 1970s. 

''Terry Snively was the coach here then and we were 
good friends," Rataiczak explained. "I was taking tickets al the gate at the 
tinie and he asked if I waoted to (keep the book)." 

Rataiczak was intrigued by the chance to sit coortside and catch the 
action, so he decided to give it a shot. 

'11 stnrted from there and I've never looked back," he said. 
At firss Rataiczak just filled in keeping the book for coacli Clair Ctjpbs' 

teams. Eventually, he became the permanent scoreke\'pet And aloog the 
way, Rataiczak also kept some stats for the girls' teams. 

'There was a spell there for about eight or nine years when I kept the 
girls' games also," he said. "Not the book, but I kept stats for them. So I 
was going about six nights a week." 

Even though he was gone many nights, Rataiczaksaidhe has always had 
the support of his family, Including his wife of nearly 39 years, Linda. 

Rataicznk's children have also gotten into the act in recent years. His 
daughter, Sheri, now oversees the boys' statistics, while his son, Tony, cre­
ated a computer program used to tabulate all of the data. 

During the yeru,;, Rataiczak has seen many talented coaches and players 
come through the raoks. That's why he said scorebooks are so important. 
One look at a book can evoke a flood of memories. 

Rataiczak said a few stnnd out 
''The gdlllC that stands out more than anything is when Mmk Matz (cur­

rent Bridgeport superintendent) was coacliing the team and we beat, .I 
think, it wus River View to go to the regionals for the first time," he said 

"I can still remember Bruce Stoltz grabbing Mmk on the court." 
Another niemorable contest involved a scoring duel between the Big 

Reds' Kevin Roseberry (oow a Bellaire school administrntor) and 
Shadyside's Ed Andes (now the Tigers' boys' basketball coach). 

Belluire's state toumanienl run two yeru,; ago is another highlight 
"It was just phenomenal to know that you were one of the four best teams 

in the state," he said. 
Rataicznk kept just Bellaire's book that day. But his dream was always 

to be the official scorer for a boys' state tournament game. 11ie position 
used to go to someone recommended. These days, the staff at Ohio State's 
Value City Arena takes eare of the task. 

"I was the state scorekeeper for the girls' tournament in Akron in the 
1980s" he said, "but I'll never get a chance to do the boys" 

Raraicznk has, however, had the opportunity to keep score for an NBA 
exhibition game at WesBaoco Arena. 

And through the years, Rataiczak has even developed his own score­
book, which he said he has used for the past 20 or so seasons. 

All in all, Ratniczak said it's been fun having a front row seat to some of 
the valley's greatest sports moments. 

"It's been a neat ride," he said. ''My goal now is to reach 2,CXXJ straight. 
games." 

Pie-sale tickets for the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star flesketball 
Games are now available at Kroger stores in Bellaire, Mouadsville, St 
Clairsville aod Wheeling. Studeat tickets may be pun:hased in advance for 
$5, while adult tickets may be purchased for $6. All tickets at the door the 
day of the game will be $7. 

Rataiczak to receive OVAC 
.Scorekeeper/Timer honor 
By RICK THORP 
For The limes Leader 

Tom Rataiczak views him­
self as more than just the man 
who keeps the scorebook at 
Bellaire High School boys' 
basketball games. 

He also sees himself as a 
recorder of history. 

"I'm in the process now of 
going back and reviewing all 
of our records and reestablish­
ing standards," Rataiczak 
said. 

"Those scorebooks from 
past years are part of the histo­
ry of a school's program.' 

Fortunately for Rataiczak. 
he's been there to see a lot of 
it, with pen, not pencil, in 
hand. 

"People are amazed I 
always use pens," he said, not­
ing he uses one that includes 
four colors -- one for each 
quarter. 

When Rataiczak sat down at 
the scorer's table for the Big 
Reds' Ohio Division Ill district 
championship game against 
Fort Frye Friday at New 
Philadelphia, it marked the 
l ,444th consecutive game that 
the Bellaire High School alum 
has taken his seat at the scor­
er's table as the team's official 
scorekeeper. 

Quite a rµn when you con­
sider all the things that could 
make you miss a game during 
36-plus seasons. 

"The Lord has blessed me 
with good health," he said. 
11 There are several games I 
went to when I thought I 
maybe should've stayed 
home. 11 

That dedication to his craft 
and Ohio Valley basketball is 
one of the reasons the Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 
will present Rataiczak with an 
award already named in his 
honor -- the Thomas E. 
Rataiczak Scorekeeper(J'imer 
Award -- at the Samuel A. 
Mumley All-Star Basketball 
Classics April 1 at the Robert 
Ney Center on the campus of 
Ohio University Eastern. 
• The girls contest tips at I 
p.m., with the boys' clash to 
follow at about 3 p.m. 

"It's neat," Rataiczak said, 
"when I look buck at all the 
guys who have won it before 
me, I've kepi score with all of 
them. 

"When you look at a guy 
like Mr. (Joe) Bechtel 
(Wheeling Central scorekeep­
er) who has been doing it for 
decades, it's phenomenal." 

According to Rataiczak, 
who retired as a Bellaire High 
School teacher after 30-plus 
years in 1999, it's the people 
you work with as a scorekeep­
er and the relationships you 

'It's neat. When I look back 
at all of the guys who've 

won it before me, I've kept 
score with all of them. ' 

-- Tom Rataiczak 

forge that make doing the job 
fun. 

"The neat thing is you get 
used to going to the district 
tournament and seeing those 
people and going to the region­
al in Athens and seeing those 
people," said Rataiczak. "It's 
like one big family." 

Rataiczak entered the score­
keeping fraternity in the early 
1970s. 

"Terry Snively was the 
coach here then and we were 
good friends," Ratuiczak 
explained. "I was taking tickets 
at the gate at the time and he 
asked if I wanted to (keep the 
book)." 

Rataiczak was intrigued by 
the chance to sit courtside and 
catch the action, so he decided 
to give it a shot. 

"It started from there and 
I've never looked back," he 
said. 

At first, Rataiczak just filled 
in keeping the book for coach 
Clair Cribbs' teams. 
Eventually, he became the per­
manent scorekeeper. And 
along the way, Rataiczak also 
kept some stats for the girls 
teams. 

"There was a spell there for 
about eight or nine years when 
I kept the girls' games also," 
he said. "Not the book, but I 
kept stats for them. So I was 
going about six nights. a 
week." 

Even though he was gone 
many nights, Rataiczak said he 
has always had the support of 
his family, including his wife 
of nearly 39 years, Linda. 

Rataiczak's children have 
also gotten into the act in 
recent years. His daughter, 
Sheri, now oversees the boys' 
statistics, while his son, Terry, 
created a computer program 
used to tabulate all of the data. 

During the years, Rataiczak 
has seen many talented coach­
es and players come through 
the ranks. 

That's why he said score­
books are so important. One 
look at a book can evoke a 
flood of memories. 

Rataiczak said a few stand 
out. 

"The game that stands out 
more than ,anything is when 
Mark Matz (current Bridgeport 

superintendent) was coaching 
the team and we beat, I think, 
it was River View to go to the 
regionals for the first time," he 
said 

"! can still remember Bruce 
Stoltz grabbing Mark on the 
court." 

Another memorable contest 
involved a scoring duel 
between the Big Reds' Kevin 
Roseberry (now a Bellaire 
school administrator) and 
Shadyside's Ed Andes (now 
the Tigers' boys' basketball 
coach). 

Bellaire's state tournament 
run two years ago is another 
highlight 

"It was just phenomenal to 
know that you were one of the 
.four best teams in the state," he 
said. 

Rataiczak kept just 
Bellaire's book that day. But 
his dream was always to be the 
official scorer for a boys' state 
tournament game. The position 
used to go to someone recom­
mended. These days, the staff 
at Ohio State's Value City 
Arena takes care of the task. 

"I was the state scorekeeper 
for the girls tournament in 
Akron in the 1980s,' he said. 
"But I'll never get a chance to 
do,the boys." 

Rataiczak has, however, 
had the opportunity to keep 
score for an NBA exhibition 
game at WesBanco Arena. 

And through the years. 
Rataiczak has even developed 
his own scorebook, which he 
said he has used for the past 20 
or so seasons. 

All in all, Rataiczak said its 
been fun having a front row 
seat to some of the valley's 
greatest sports moments. 

"It's been a neat ride," he 
said. "My goal now is to reach 
2,000 straight games." 
Ticket Information 

Pre-sale tickets for the 
Samuel A. Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Basketball Games are 
now available at Kroger stores 
in Bellaire, Moundsville, St. 
Clairsville and Wheeling. 
Student tickets may be pur­
chased in advance for $5, 
while adult tickets may be pur­
chased for $6. All tickets at the 
door the day of the game will 
be$7. 
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Rataiczak a Fixture at Scorer's Table 
Veteran Bellaire boys' scorekeeper to be honored by OV AC at all-star tilts 

By RICK THORP 
Staff Writer 

Tom Rataiczak views himself 
a.s more than just the man who 
keeps the scorebook at Bellaire 
High School boys' basketball 
games. 

He also sees himself as a 
recorder of history. 

"I'm in the process now of 
going back and reviewing all 
of our records and reestablish­
ing standards," Rataiczak said. 

"Those scorebooks from past 
years are part of the history of 
a school's program." 

Fortunately for Rataiczak, 
he's been there to see a lot of 
it, with pen, not pencil, in 
hand. 

"People are amazed I always 
use pens," he said, noting he 
uses one that includes four col­
ors - one for each quarter. 

When Ratalczak sat down at 
the scorer's table for the Big 
Reds' Ohio Division III district 
championship game against 
Fort Frye Friday at New 
Philadelphia, it marked the 
I ,444th consecutive game that 
the Bellaire High School alum 
has taken his seat at the scor­
er's table a.s the team's official 
scorekeeper. 

Quite a run when you consid­
er all the things that could 
make you miss a game during 
36-plus sea.sons. 

"The Lord has blessed me 
with good health," he said. 
"There are several games I 
went to when I thought I 
maybe should've stayed 
home." 

That dedication to his craft 
and Ohio Valley basketball is 
one of the reasons the Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 
will present Rataiczak with an 
award already named in his 
honor - the Thomas E. 
Rat~iczak Scorekeeperffimer 
Award - at the Samuel A. 

''It's been a great ride. My goal 
now is to reach 2,000 straight 
games." 

Mumley Ali-Star Basketball 
Classics April I at the Robert 
Ney Center on the campus of 
Ohto University Eastern. 

The girls contest tips at I 
p.m., with the boys' clash to 
follow at about 3 p.m. 

"It's neat," Rataiczak said, 
"when I look back at all the 
guys who have won it before 
me, I've kept score with all of 
them. 

"When you look at a guy like 
Mr. (Joe) Bechtel (Wheeling 
Central scorekeeper) who has 
been doing it for decades, it's 
phenomenal." 

According to Rataiczak, who 
retired as a Bellaire High 
School teacher after 30-plus 
years in 1999, it's the people 
you work with as a scorekeep­
er and the relationships you 
forge that make doing the. job 
fun. 

"The neat thing is you &et 
used to going to the distnct 
tournament and seeing those 
people a.nd going to the region­
al in Athens and seeing those 
people," said Rataiczak. "It's 
like one big family." 

Rataiczak entered the score­
keeping fraternity in the early 
1970s. 
"Terry Snively was the coach 

here then and we were $OOd 
friends," Rataiczak explarned. 
"I wa.s taking tickets at the gate 
at the time and he asked if I 
wa.nted to (keep the book)." 

Rataiczak was intrigued by 

Tom Rntalczak 

the chance to sit courtside and 
catch the action, so he decided 
to give it a shot. 
"It started from there a.nd I've 

never looked back," he said. 
At flfSt, Rataiczak just filled 

in keeping the book for coach 
Clair Cribbs' teams. Eventual­
ly, he became the permanent 
scorekeel?er. And along the 
way, Rata1czak also kept some 
stats for the girls teams. 

"There was a spell there for 
about eight or nine years when 
I kept the girls' games also," 
he said. "Not the book, but I 
kept stats for them. So I was 
gain& about six nights a 
week.' 

Even though he was ~one 
many nights, Rataiczak smd he 
has always had the support of 
his family, includin$ his wife 
of nearly 39 rears, Lmda. 

Rataiczak s children have 
also gotten into the act in 
recent years. His daughter, 
Sheri, now oversees the boys' 
statistics, while his son, Terry, 
created a computer program 
used to tabulate all of the data. 

During the years, Rataiczak 
has seen many talented coach­
es and players come through 
the ranks. That's why he said 
scorebooks are so important. 
One look at a book can evoke a 
flood of memories. 

Rataiczak said a few stand 
out. 

"The game that stands out 
more than anything is when 

Mark Matz (current Bridgeport 
superintendent) was coaching 
the team and we beat, I think, 
it wa.s River View to ~o to the 
re$ionals for the first lime," he 
said 

"I can still remember Bruce 
Stolz grabbing Mark on the 
court." 

Another memorable contest 
involved· a scorin9 duel 
between the Big Reds Kevin 
Roseberry (now a Bellaire 
school administrator) and 
Shadyside's Ed Andes (now 
the Tigers' boys' basketball 
coach). 

Bellaire's state tournament 
run two years ago is another 
highlight 

"It was just phenomenal to 
know that you were one of the 
four best teams in the state," he 
said. 

Rataiczak kept just Bellaire's 
book that day. But his dream 
was always to be the official 
scorer for a boys' state tourna­
ment game. The position used 
to go to someone recommend­
ed. These days, the staff at 
Ohio State's Value City Arena 
takes care of the task. 

"I WM the state scorekeeper 
for the girls tournament In 
Akron in the 1980s," he said. 
"'But I'll never get a chance to 
do the boys." 

Rataiczak has, however, had 
the opportunity to keep score 
for an NBA exhibition game at 
WesBanco Arena 

And through the years, 
Rataiczak has even developed 
his own scorebook, which he 
said he has used for the past 20 
or so seasons. 

All in all, Rataiczak said its 
been fun having a front row 
seat to some of the valley's 
greatest sports moments. 

"It's been a neat ride," he 
said. "My goal now is to reach 
2,000 straight games." 

Visnic To Rec.eive Robert Dawson Award 
By RICK THORP 

Staff Writer 
Almost a quarter century has passed 

since Nick Visnic hung up his whis­
tle for the last time. . 

But for the Wheeling native, it 
seems like just yesterday he was offi­
ciating football a.nd basketball gaines 
across the Ohio Valley. 

"The camaraderie I enjoyed with 
the other officials was great," Visnic 
recalled in a telephone conversation 
from his home in Pompano Beach, 
Fla. 

"We became close friends. It was 
something we felt a pa.rt of." 

Considered by l]la.ny to be one of 
the top officials in Ohio Valley histo­
ry, Visnic will be honored this week­
eml for more than two decades of 
service to area athletics. 

Visnic will receive the Robert Daw­
son Basketball Officials Award as 
part of Saturday's Samuel Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Basketball Classic at 
Ohio University Eastem's Ney Cen­
ter. 

Visnic said he was somewhat sur­
prised when he learned about the 
honor from Tom Bechtel, game 
director and a former officiating col­
league. 
"It's been so long since I was affili­

ated with sports up there," he said, "I 
wasn't aware the award was being 
given. 

"It's kind of neat and I feel hon­
ored." 

Visnic, 67, served as a basketball 
a.nd football official in the Ohio Val­
le)'. from I 961-82, but many folks 
s!Jll remember him as a four-sport 

standout at Linsly in the late 1950s. 
He was an all-stater in basketball 

and wound up at 
West Virginia on a 
basketball scholar­
ship playing behind 
future NBA Hall of 
Farner Jerry West 

"Jerry was a year 
ahead of me and 
Rod Thom was two 
yea.rs behind me," 

Visnic Visnic said. 
The Mountaineer 

basketball program was already 
flourishing when Visnic arrived in 
Morgantown but after he arrived, 
things got even better. 

During Visnic's sophomore season 
( 1958-59), West led the Moun­
taineers to the NCAA championship 

game against California. WVU lost 
the game, 71-70. 
Visnic served as a back-up guard on 

the squad, appearing in I 3 games 
a.nd averaging 3.3 ppg. 

"To tell you the truth, I had the bad 
fortune of having to guard (West) in 
practice," Visnic said laughing. 

~He was just amazing. He went up 
and down the court as fast as you 
could imagine. 

"He could fall down and look 
graceful." 

West graduated from WVU in 
1960 after leading the team to anoth­
er NCAA berth. 

During the 1960-61 campaign, 
Visnic started three games and 
played in 27. 

Please See VISNIC, Page 23 
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1 Visnic to receive officials award 
By RICK THORP 
For The Times Leader 

·, 
area athletics. 

Almost a quarter century 
has passed since Nick Visnic 
hung up his whistle for the last 
time. 

Visnic will receive the 
Robert Dawson Basketball 
Officials Award as part of 
Saturday's Samuel Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Basketball 
Classic at Ohio University 
Eastem's Ney Center. But for the Wheeling 

native, it seems like just yes­
terday he was officiating foot• 
ball and basketball games 
across the Ohio Valley. 

Visnic said he was some­
what surprised when he 
learned about the honor from 
Tom Bechtel, game director 
and a former officiating col­
league. 

"The camaraderie I enjoyed 
with the other officials was 
great," Visnic recalled in a 
telephone conversation from 
his home in Pompano Beach, 
Fla. 

"It's been so long since I 
was affiliated with sports up 
there," he said, '"I wasn't aware 
the award was being given. 

"We became close friends. "It's kind of neat and I feel 
honored." It was something we felt a part 

of." Visnic, 67, served as a bas­
ketball and football official in 
the Ohio Valley from I 961-
82, but many folks still 
remember him as a four-sport 

Considered by many to be 
one of the top officials in Ohio 
Valley history, Visnic will be 
honored this weekend for more 
th:rn two decades of service to 

Visnic 
(Continued from Page 19) 
'.'I started the season at guard 

WJth (Bellaire native) Lee 
Patrone," Visnic recalled. 

After college, Visnic came 
home to work at Weirton Steel. 
That was where he was recruit• 
ed to be an official by Walter 
Howell. 

wo_rked ~even WV[AC champi­
onship games on the hardwood 

One of Visnic's favorite co: 
workers during those years was 
Jack Prettyman. 

"He kind of talked me into 
getting into football " Visnic 
recalled. "I did just tbotball for 
one year and then got into bas­
ketball, too" 

For the next decade Visnic 
~orked primarily at tl,e high 
school level but began picking 
up more and more college 
g~~es m the early 1970s. 
. Pa_t Duffy and r were work­
mg lugh school games down in 
Charleston," he said, "and the 
coaches in the \Vest Virginia 
Conference asked us if we 
would be interested." 

From l 973-80, Visnic, an 
honorary member of the Ohio 
Valley Board of Officials, 

. "We opened several new coli­
seum.~ a~d.closed a few of 
them, V1Smc smiled. "I think 
we worked the final game at 
the old Charle)ton Civic Center 
and did the first game in the 
new one." 

In th~ early 1980s, Visnic 
r_emarned and decided it was 
time for a change. 
. So he moved to Florida for a 
Job opportunity and has been 
there ever smce. 

Visnic still makes it back to 
Wheeling every now and then 
to catch ~p with old friends and 
~o/is1t l11s mother, Agnes, now 

"We always like to come for 
the Upper Valley Italian Festi• 
val a~d meet with old friends " 
he said. ' 
"It's pretty nice." 

standout at Linsly in the late 
1950s. 

He was an all-stater in bas­
ketball and wound up at West 
Virginia on a basketball schol• 
arship playing behind future 
NBA Hall of Farner Jerry 
West. 

"Jerry was a year ahead of 
me and Rod Thorn was two 
years behind me," Visnic said. 

The Mountaineer basketball 
program was already flourish­
ing when Visnic arrived in 
Morgantown but after he 
arrived, things got even better. 

During Visnic's sophomore 
season ( 1958-59), West led 
the Mountaineers to the NCAA 
championship game against 
California. WVU lost the 
game, 71-70. 

Visnic served as a back-up 
guard on the squad, appearing 
in l 3 games and averaging 3.3 
ppg, 

"To tell you the truth, I had 
the bad fortune of having to 
guard (West) in practice," 
Visnic said laughing. 

"He was just amazing. He 
went up and down the court as 
fast as you could imagine. 

"He could fall down and 
look graceful." 

West graduated from WVU 
in l 960 after leading the team 
to another NCAA berth. • 

During the 1960-61 cam­
paign, Visnic started three 
games and played in 2 7. 

"I started the season at 
guard with (Bellaire native) 
Lee Patrone," Visnic recalled. 

After college, Visnic came 
home to work at Weirton Steel. 
That was where he was recruit· 
ed to be an official by Walter 
Howell .. 

"He kind of talked me into 
getting into football," Visnic 
recalled. 

"I did just football for one 
year and then got into basket­
ball, too" 

For the next decade, Visnic 
worked primarily at the high 
school level but began picking 
up more and more college 
games in the early 1970s. 

"Pat Duffy and I were 
working high school games 
down in Charleston," he said, 
"and the coaches in the West 
Virginia Conference asked us 
if we would be interested." 

Bonar To Be Honored 
Former Bellaire girls' coach selected for Saffield Award 

By SETH STASKEY Bonar was named Division II East Dis• 
For the News-Register trict and District 12 Coach of the Year 

When Gregg Bonar inherited the Bel• following the season. 
laire girls' basketball program in 1985, The Shadyside High School graduate 
he inherited a program that hadn't tasted was also recognized following the 1994 
success in quite a long time. season when he was chosen to coach the 

However, when Bonar decided to retire Ohio North-South Game, was named 
from coaching following the 2002 sea· District 12 Coach of the Year and also 
son, he had left a lasting impression on The Intelligencer Girls' Basketball Coach 
the Lady Reds' program. of the Year. 

It's for that reason that Bonar will In I 998, Bonar and the Lady Reds got 
receive the Rich Suffield Award at the over the district hump. After closing the 
annual OVAC All-Star Mumley Classic regular season with a 18-2 mark, the 
at OUE's Ney Center on April I. Reds claimed the district title to go along 

"There arc definitely people more with the OVAC crown they won that sea­
deserving of this award than I am," son. 
Bonar said. "I just hope that I had a posi• He was named Ohio Valley Girls Bas-
live influence on the girls' program." ketball Association Coach of the Year 

Over the course of Bonar's tenure on following that campaign. 
Guernsey Street, the Lady Reds tallied Through the course of his 17-year 
eight sectional titles. The first came in career, Bonar had seven players go on to 
1988 and his last trip to the district came play college hoops. Along with Blazek• 
in 1999. Smith were Missy Tiber (West Liberty), 

Along with the sectional titles, Bonar Amy Taylor (Muskingum), Amy Mag• 
and the Bellaire girls captured six Ohio . istro (Marietta), Katie Bohus (West Lib• 
Valley Athletic Conference titles. erty), Erica Vavrek (West Liberty). Marci 

"I am proud of how we turned the pro• Bonar (Wheeling Jesuit) and Kacie 
gram into a winning one," Bonar said. Vavrek (Kent State University). 

Bonar's proudest moment as the head Tiber and Taylor have gone to coach. 
coach came in 1991 when he guided the Tiber is the head coach at Tusculum Col· 
Lady Reds to a perfect 20-0 season. lege in Tennessee, while Taylor is the 
They finished fifth in the UPI rankings head c'oach Bucyrus Wynford High 
and fourth in the AP poll that season, but School. 
were eliminated in the district tourna- Gregg is also the offensive coordinator 
ment. for the Bellaire football team. Gres;g and 

That squad was led by Debbie Blazek- his wife Rosemary have three children, 
Smith who went on to play her college Mary Beth, Carrie and David and reside 
!Jail at West Virginia University. in Shadyside. 



Bonar honored with 
Rich Saffield Award 
By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Writer 

Virginia University. 
Bonar was named Division II East District 

and District I 2 Coach of the Year following the 
season. When Gregg Bonar inherited the Bellaire 

girls basketball program in 1985 he inherited a 
program that hadn't tasted success in quite a 
long time. 

However, when Bonar decided up retire 
from coaching following the 2002 season, he 
had left a lasting impression on the Lady Reds' 
program. 

It's for that reason that Bonar will receive the 
Rich Suffield Award at the annual OV AC All­
Star Mumley Classic at OUE's Ney Center on 
April I. 

"There arc definitely people more deserving 
of this award than I am," Bonar said. "I just 
hope that I had a positive influence on the girls' 
program. 11 

The Shadyside High School graduate was 
also recognized following the 1994 season 
when he was chosen to coach the Ohio North­
South Game, was named District I 2 Coach of 
the Year and also Jntelligencer Girls. Basketball 
Coach of the Year. 

In 1998, Bonar and the Lady Reds got over 
the district hump. After closing the regular sea­
son with a 18-2 mark, the Reds claimed the dis­
trict title to go along with the OV AC crown 
they won that season. 

Boys rosters 
set for OVAC 
All-Star Game 

He was named Ohio ValleY, Girls Basketball 
Association Coach of the Year following that 
campaign. 

By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Writer 

Over the course of Bonar 1s tenure on 
Guernsey Street, the Lady Reds tallied eight 
sectional titles. The first came in 1988 and his 
last trip to the district came in 1999. 

Through the course of' his 17-year career, 
Bonar had seven players go on to play college 
hoops. Along with Blazek-Smith were Missy 
Tiber (West Liberty), Amy Taylor 
(Muskingum), Amy Magistro (Marietta), Katie 
Bohus (West Liberty), Erica Vavrek (West 
Liberty), Marci Bonar (Wheeling Jesuit) and 
Kacic Vavrek (Kent State University). 

The basketball stars of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 

Along with the sectional titles, Bonar and the 
Bellaire girls captured six Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference titles. 

wiJI be shining brightly on April I at OUE's Ney Center. . 
Game officials announced the boys rosters for both· Oh10 

and West Virginia for the annual Sam Mumley OVAC All-Star 
Classic. 

"I am proud of how we turned the program 
into a winning one, 11 Bonllr said. 

Bonar's proudest moment as the head coach 
came in I 991 when he guided the Lady Reds to 
a perfect 20-0 season. They finished fifth in the 
UPI rankings and fourth in the AP poll that sea­
son, but were eliminated in the district tourna­
ment. 

Tiber and Taylor have gone to coach. Tiber 
is the head coach at Tusculum College in 
Tennessee, while Taylor is the head coach 
Bucyrns Wynford High School. 

The Ohio squad is being coached by Martins Ferry_'s Jeff 
Sabatino who led the Purple Riders to a 14-7 mark tlus past 
winter. He's being assisted by Harrison Central's Donnie 
Madzia. Madzia guided the Huskies to the regional tournament 
this season and a 21-3 record. Also on the Oh10 staff is 
Monroe Central's Greg Taylor who turned in a 13-8 ledger this 
past winter. . 

Gregg is also the offensive coordinator for 
the Bellaire football team. 

The West .Virginia squad will be coached by Wheelmg 

• That squad was led by Debbie Blazek-Smith 
who went on to play her college ball at West 
... I ,..I I 

Gregg and his wife Rosemary have three 
children, Mary Beth, Carrie and David and 
reside in Shadyside. 

e OVAC------------
Continued from Page B 1 

Central's Mel Stephens who 
had his Maroon Knights in 
their fifth straight state tourna­
ment. Weir High's Mike 
Granato has his Red Riders in 
their second straight state tour­
nament· this weekend in 
Charleston. 

The Ohio boys will be led 
by a pair of Harrison Central 
Huskies. Dan Millesson will 
take part in the game after 
averaging close to 14 points a 
game this winter. He'll be 
joined by Willie Walker on the 
Buckeye roster. Walker netted 
13.5 points a game. 

Indian Creek's Jas-on 
McKeegan earned a spot on 
the team after a senior season 
in which he scored I 6.4 points 
a game. 

The Redskins other repre­
sentative is 6-ft-5 post player 
Miles Hayden who scored a 
shade over 12 points a game. 

Cambridge's Johnny Jones 
earned a spot on the team. He 
scored at a I 0.3 points per 
game clip this winter. 

Martins Ferry's Scott Mirich 
was a no-brain pick after scor­
ing 23.3 points a game. 

East Liverpool standout 
Andrew Bobalick was selected 
after scoring close to 20 points 
a game. • • 

Bridgeport's post player Zac 
earlier was selected after a 
season in which he scored 
19.9 a game. 

Shadyside's Taylor Goff 
was selected to play after he 
poured in some 18.2 points per 
game. 

' Zanesville's Jordan· (20.1) and swingman Dan 
Aronhalt was picked to repre- McWhorter ( 14.8) allowed the 
sent the Blue Devils. •He Red Riders to travel to 
scored some I 7 points a game Charleston once again this sea­
and Jed liis team to the regional son. 
tournament. Brooke 1s Jay Lyonett was 

Union Local's Pee Schmitt th"< Bruins' leading scorer all 
was selected. He led the Jets in season, netting 19.3 points per 
scoring this past winter with a game. The Bruins' Brandon 
18. 7 points per game average. Scheetz was also selected after 

Fort Frye guard Tyler he scored 13.2 points a game. 
Ferguson was selected after 
helping the Cadets to the dis- Linsly's prolific scorer 
trict title and scored 12.3 Andy Hundley - who racked 
points a game in the process. up more than 1,000 points in 

Edison post player Steven his career - averaged 23.4 
Shepherd was named to the points a game, which ranked 
team after scoring J 5.5 points second amongst small scho.ols 
a game. in the conference. 

Monroe Central's Tyler Magnolia's Michael Blair 
Knowlton will man down one earned a spot on the team after 
of the guard spots after scoring scoring I 0. 9 points a game. 
13.2 points a game. John Marshall's lone player on 

Buckeye Trail's J.J. Savage the squad is Sean Freeland 
was also selected to the team. who scored I 0.3 points a 
He scored 11.3 points a game game. 
for the Warriors. Tyler's Drew Moore tallied 

THE WEST VIRGINIA 16.6 points a night for the 
roster is chalk full of players Silver Knights. 
who helped lead their respec- Cameron's Andrew Bee 
tive teams to the state tourna- donated 15. 7 points a game, 
ment. which led the Dragons in scor-

Wheeli ng Park's dynamic 
duo of Keshawn Creighton ingWeirton Madonna's Lee 
( 19.1) and Duree Goodwin 
(20.1) were selected to play McCune netted 23.1 points a 
after helping the Patriots return game to solidify his spot on the 
to the state tournament for the Mountaineer roster. 
first time since 2000. Paden City's Eric Feldmeier 

Wheeling Central's inside- was named to the squad after a 
outside duo of Eric Anthony senior campaign in which he 
(19.7) and Jason Grob (11.6) scored 12.1 points a game. 
has helped the Knights to a trio Seth Staskey can he 
of state titles, reached via email at 

\Vcir High's Eddie Hayden sstaskey@til//i!sleademnline.com 

See, OVAC, Page B3 
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OVAC All-Star Game 
preparations begin 
By RICH GIBSON 
times Leader Sports Writer 

Don't mistake Martins Ferry's Jeff Sabatino 
as official coach of the Samuel A. Mumley 
OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic. But he's 
getting there. 

Sabatino is serving his sixth tenure as Ohio 
boys' mentor for the bi-state conference's annu­
al hoops' showcase which unfolds Saturday, 
April I at Ohio University Eastern's Ney 
Center. 

Players and coaches from both Ohio and 
West Virginia's girls and.boys teams gathered 
at the game site Monday evening for interview 
and photo sessions. 

games are played." 
The Mountain State boys' roster includes a 

half-dozen players coming off state tournament 
appearances, including two apiece from Weir, 
Wheeling Central and Wheeling Park. 

"We'll have to bring our' A' game, that's for 
sure," Sabatino suggested 

Ohio's roster has representatives from 13 
schools. Harrison Central, qualifiers to the 
Division II Sweet 16 last week at Athens, sends 
Willie Walker and Dan Milleson to the OV AC 
contest 

From Indian Creek comes ace guard Ja.son 
McKeegan and forward Miles Hayden. Martins 
Ferry's inside ace Scott Mirich will be playing 
for his coach. 

'l1S D 
Tuesday, 

March 21, 2006 

"I've always enjoyed the opportunity (to 
coach in this game)," Sabatino remarked. "I've 
had the good fortune to be on the winning side 
iny five previous times. This year, though, will 
be a real challenge." 

The Purple Riders' cage boss refers to a 
loaded W. Va. roster being co-directed by Weir 
Higb's Mike Granato and Wheeling Central's 
Mel Stephens. 

"We have some decent size to go with good 
guard play," Stephens noted. "We expect and 
op and down game -- the way most all-star 

Rounding out the Buckeye roster are: Pee 
Schmitt (Union Local); Taylor Goff 
(Shadyside); Zac earlier (Bridgeport); Tyler 
Knowlton (Monroe Central); J.J. Savage 
(Buckeye Trail); Johnny Jones (Cambridge); 
Steven Shepherd (Edison); Andrew Bobalik 
(East Liverpool); Tyler Ferguson (Fort Frye) 
and Jordan Aronhalt (Zanesville). 

Harrison Central's Don Madzia and Monroe 
Central's Greg Taylor are assisting Sabatino. 

West Virginia's roster includes Eric Anthony 
See, OVAC, Page B2 

T·L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 
SERVING AS head coaches for this year's Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Classic are 
these five coaches. From left, are Brian Best (Ohio girls), Mel Stephens (West Virginia 
boys), Penn Kurtz (West Virginia girls), Mike Granato (West Virginia boys) and Jeff 
Sabatino (Ohio boys). The annual OVAC All-Star Games are slated for April 1 at Ohio 
University Eastem's Ney Center. The games are slated to begin at 1 p.m. with the girls 
contest and the boys affair will tip off at approximately 3 p.m. Advance tickets for the 
games are available at most local Kroger stores. 
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Girls rosters 
set for OVAC 
All-Star Game 
• Mumley Classic set for April 1 
By SETH STASKEY 
nmes Leader Sports Writer 

With the girls basketball season wrapping up this week, 
thoughts can now tum to the annual Samuel A. Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Basketball Classics. 

The games, which pit the best senior cagers both Ohio and 
West Virginia have to offer, will be held Saturday, April I at the 
Ney Center on the campus of Ohio University Eastern. 

The games committee - which is headed up by game director 
Tom Bechtel - has announced the girls rosters and coaches for 
both Ohio and West Virginia. 

The Ohio girls will be coached by Buckeye Local's Brian 
Best. Best led the Lady Panthers to a 12-9 record in his second 
season at the helm. 

He'll be joined on the Ohio bench by a pair of coaches who 
claimed OV AC titles this past season. Bellaire's Tube Davis led 
his Lady Reds to a 15-6 mark and won the 3-A titles while 
Steubenville's Angie Forte led the Lady Big Red to ; J 8-6 

record, which saw them win the school's first-ever district title in 
basketball. 

The We.st Virginia squad will be 
coached by a familiar face to OV AC ~==­
All-Star Game circles. Wheeling ,· 
Central 's Penn Kurtz is coaching " 
the Lady Mountaineers after guid- { 
ing the Lady Knights to a 13-9 , 
regular season mark and led them ' 
back to Charleston for the West 
Virginia state toumamenl 

Kurtz will be joined on the 
bench by Paden City head coach 
Fred King and Brooke's John Leary. 

The Ohio girls team features a potent 
roster. 

Spearheading the Lady Buckeyes is Bellaire's Ashley Vavrek 
who led the area in scoring this season at a 28 points per game 
clip. She went over U1e 2,000-polnt mark in her career. 

Fort Frye is the only Ohio school to get two players on the 
roster. Post player Abby Nolan and guard Sarah Huck Nolan led 
the Lady Cadets in scoring this past season at a 15.7 points per 
game average. while Huck added 12. 7 points a night. 

Steubenvillc's Brianne Ross earned a spot on the team after a 
final prep season of averaging l J .4 points a game. 

Caldwell - which advanced to the Division JV district final 
before bowing out - received one roster spot Lady Redskins post 
Tressa Ramsey will take part for Ohio after scoring I 5.5 points 
per game this past season. 

SL Clairsville's Missy Gossett earned a spot on the team after 
u brilliant season in which she averaged 15.3 points and better 
than I 2 rebounds a night for the Lady Red Devils. 

Edison's Kelli Moore was rewarded for a senior season in 
which she netted 14.9 points a game for the Lady Wildcats. 

Frontier - which won its first-ever sectional title - landed 
point gua,rd Jill Bowersock on the team. She scored around I J 
points per game. 

Shadyside guard Bre Burkhart was named to the team after 
leading the Lady Tigers in scoring with an 18.2 points per game 
average. 

Beallsville's Erin Doughty was selected to the team. The 
Lady Blue Devil averaged nearly 11 points a game . 

. Hamson Central's Kelly Polen put the finishing touches on a 
bnlhant care_er this past winter by scoring 18.3 points a night. 

Steubenville Catholic Central's Claire DiPiero was named to 
the squad after averaging a shade under IO points for Coach 
Kevin Barr's Lady Crusaders. 

St. John Central post Ashley Marinacci made the team after 
scoring around nine points a game for Coach Bubba Kapral's 
Lady Irish. 

Best will have one of his own players playing for him as 

See, OVAC, Page C3 

e OVAC -------------
Continued from Page C1 

Abbey Becca was named to the 
team to represent Buckeye 
Local. Becca scored just over 
13 points a game to lead the 
Lady Panthers. 

Union Local's Kirsten Yoho 
Jed the Lady Jets in the scoring 
column with a 13.7 average to 
make the team. 

THE WEST VIRGINIA 
girls team is led by John 
Marshall guard Jaimie Merinar 
who led the Lady Monarchs 
and the West Virginia side 
with a 20 points per game 
average. 

She's joined on the Lady 
Mountaineer roster by team­
mate Nicole Thompson who 
scored just IO points a game 
during her only season in a 
Lady Monarch uniform. 

Wheeling Park also put two 
players on the squad. 

Guard Maggie Gompers 
was selected after a season in 
which she scored 14.8 points 
per game. Swing player 

Chantel Nevels - who Jed the 
Lady Patriots with 15.5 points 
an outing - also earned a spot 
on the team. 

Kurtz will have two of his 
own players at his disposal 
once again. Leading scorer 
Chelsea Skrzypek donated 
18.1 points a night, while Julia 
McGinley was also picked 
after scoring around nine 
points a game for the Lady 
Knights. 

Cameron 1s Kristen 
Mccombs was picked from 
Class 1-A after she scored 
I 8.4 points a game. 

Magnolia got two players 
on the team once again this 
winter. Micah Bell was select­
ed after pitching in I 3.2 points 
a game. Ashley Mcsweeney -
who came buck from a knee 
injury this season - was picked 
after scoring 15 points an out­
ing. 

Weirton Madonna leading 
scorer Leah Comis was picked 

after she scored some l 5 
points a game for the Ludy 
Blue Dons, 

Bishop Donahue received 
two bids to the all-star game. 
Jen Hill was picked after she 
scored just over 14 points a 
game. Lauren Cook was right 
behind her teammate with I 3.7 
points a game. 

Brooke's Rachelle Byers 
netted just over 12 points a 
game to lead the Lady Bruins. 

Weir High's Melissa Henry 
was chosen for the team. She 
was the third-best free throw 
shooter in the area, drilling 
nearly 84 percent of her chari­
ty tosses. 

Hailee Stender of Tyler 
Consolidated rounds out the 
West Virginia roster as the 
only Lady Silver Knight repre­
sent.alive. 

Seth Staskey ca11 be reached 
via email at 
sstaskey@timesleaderonline.co 
m -



OVAC 

All-Star 
Ga111es 
Today 
OU-E's Ney Center 
to host festivities 

By JOSH STROPE 
Staff Writer 

The 2006 Samuel A. Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Basketball Classic looks to 
offer plenty of excitement and memo­
rable moments for the Ohio Valley 
today at the Ney Center on the Ohio 
University-Eastern campus. 

The girls' game tips-off at I p.m., fol­

Inside 
■ W,Va and 

Ohio boys, 
g!rls' team 
photos. 

Page 22 

coaches at 
Clairsville. 

lowed by the boys' 
game at approximately 
3 p.m. 

There will be a brun­
cheon at IO a.m. hon­
oring both the W.Va. 
and Ohio boys and 
girls All-Stars as well 
as their respective 

Und_o's West in St. 

Wheeling Central coach Penn Kurtz 
will be the head coach of the W.Va. 
girls forJ·ust the second time, and will 
be joine by Brooke's John Leary and 
Paden City's Fred King. 

Playing for the W.Va. girls will be 
Micah Bell (Magnolia), Rochelle Byers 
(Brooke), Leah Comis (Weirton 
Madonna), Lauren Cook (Bishop Don­
ahue), Maggie Gompers (Wheeling 
Park), Melissa Henry (Weir), Jen Hill 
(Bishop Donahue), Jaimie Merinar 
(John Marshall), Kristin McCombs 
(Cameron), Julia McGinley (Wheeling 
Central), Ashley Mcsweeney (Magno­
lia), Chantell Nevels (Wheeling Park), 
Hailee Stender (Tyler Consolidated), 
Nicole Thompson (John Marshall) and 
Chelsea Skrzypek (Wheeling Central). 

Their-opponents on the Ohio side will 
be led by Brian Best of Buckeye Local. 
His assistants are Bellaire's Tube Davis 
and Steubenville's Angie Forte. 

The Ohio girls are Abbey Becca 
(Buckeye Local), Jill Bowersock (Fron­
tier), Bre Burkhart (Shadyside), Missy 
Gossett (St. Clairsville), Sarah Huck 
(Fort Frye), Erin Doughty (Beallsville), 
Ashley Marinacci (Bellaire St. John), 
Kelli Moore (Edison), Claire DiPiero 
(Steubenville Catholic), Abby Nolan 
(Fort Frye), Kelley Polen (Harrison 
Central), Tressa Ramsey (Caldwell), 
Brianne Ross (Steubenville), Ashley 
Vavrek (Bellaire), and Kirsten Yoho. 
(Union Local). 

Best is coaching in his first All-Star 
game after just his second season at the 
helm of the Panthers. 

The festivities at the girls' game 
include a coaches award given to for­
mer Bellaire coach Gregg Bonar, a 

Please See OV AC, Page 18 

(Continued from Page 17) 
scorekeeper/timekeeper award 
given to Bellaire scorekeeper 
and OV AC executive secretary 
To_m Rataiczak, and a girls 3-
pomt shootout at halftime. 

(Linsly), Lee McCune (Weir­
ton Madonna), Eddie Hayden 
(Weir), Sean Freeland (John 
Marshall), Keshawn Creighton 
(Wheeling Park), Eric Feld­
meier (Paden City), Brenton 
Scheetz (Brooke), and Jason 
Grob (Wheeling Cenlrnl). 

The W.Va. boys will be led 
by a pair of state tournament 
coaches. 

Wheeling Central's Mel 
Stephens and Weir's Mike 
Granato are listed as co-head 
coaches for the W. Va. team. 
John Marshall coach Pancho 
florcs was selected as the orig­
mal coach, but was unable to 
accept due to prior arrange­
ments. 

The W. Va. team is made up 
of Jay Lynnett (Brooke), Dan 
McWhorter (Weir), Daree 
G~odwin (Wheeling Park), 
Michael Bla1r (Magnolia), 
Drew Moore (Tyler Consoli­
dated), Eric Anthony (Wheel­
rng Central), Andrew Bee 
(Cameron), Andy Hundley 

Granato will be coaching his 
third _game in four years, going 
_1-1 111 l11s two previous out-
1_ngs. Stephens is making his 
hrst appearance as a head 
coach. 

Mnrtins Ferry's Je!T Sabatino 
will conch his sixth nil-star 
game as he leads the Ohio 
team, along with assistants 
Donnie Malizia of Harrison 
Central and Greg Taylor of' 
Monroe Central. 

The Ohio team consists of 
Andrew Bobalik (East Liver­
pool), Steven Shepherd (Edi­
son), Miles Hayden (Indian 
Creek), Scott Mirich (Martins 
Ferry), Tyler Ferguson (Fort 

Frye). Tyler Knowlton (Mon­
roe Central). Zac earlier 
(Bridgeport). Taylor Goff 
(Shadyside), Dan Milleson 
(Harrison Central), Jason 
Md<eegan (Indian Creek), 
Wdly Walker (Harrison Cen­
tral), Jordan Aronhalt 
(Zanesville). Pee Schmitt 
(Union Local). Johnnv Jones 
(Cambridge), and J.J. -Savage 
(Buckeye Trail). 

During the boys' game. for­
mer Cambridge coach Gene 
Ford and official Nick Visnic 
will be given awards. as well 
ns a slam dunk contest at half­
time. 
The Ohio boys had a lopsided 

I 17-62 win in last year's 
game and lead the all-time 
series 30-1 I. 

The Ohio girls are riding a 
two-game winning streak after 
last season's 85-79 win, and 
also lead the all-time series, 
22-15. 

Girls' 
Squads 
Released 

Uy SETH STASKEY 
For the News-Register 

With the girls basketball sea­
son wrapping up this week, 
thoughts can now turn to the 
annual Samuel A. Mumley 
OV AC All-Star Basketball 
Classics. 

es on a brilliant career this 
past winter by scoring I 8.3 
points a night. 

Steubenville Catholic Cen­
tral' s Claire DiPiero was 
named to the squad after aver­
aging a shade under l 0 points 
for Coach Kevin Barr's Lady 
Crusaders. 

The games, which pit the 
best senior cagers both Ohio 
and West Virginia have to 
offer, will be held Saturday, 
April I at the Ney Center on 
the campus of Ohio Universi-
ty Eastern. 

The games committee 
which is headed up by game 
director Tom Bechtel - has 
announced the girls rosters 
and coaches for both Ohio and 
West Virginia. 

The Ohio girls will be 
coached by Buckeye Local's 
Brian Best. Best led the Lady 
Panthers to a 12-9 record in 
his second season at the helm. 

He' II be joined on the Ohio 
bench by a pair of coaches 
who claimed OV AC titles this 
past season. Bellaire's Tube 
Davis led his Lady Reds to a 
15-6 mark and won the 3-A 
titles, while Steubenville's 
Angie Forte led the Lady Big 
Red to a 18-6 record. which 
saw them win the school's 
first-ever district title in bas­
ketball. 

The West Virginia squad 
will be coached by a familiar 
face to OV AC All-Star Game 
circles. Wheeling Central's 
Penn Kurtz is coaching the 
Lady Mountaineers after guid­
ing the Lady Knights to a I 3-
9 regular season mark and led 
them back to Charleston for 
the West Virginia state tour­
nament. 

Kurtz will be joined on the 
bench by Paden City head 
coach Fred King and Brooke's 
John Leary. 

The Ohio girls team features 
a potent roster. 

Spearheading the Lady 
Buckeyes is Bellaire's Ashley 
Vavrek who led the area in 
scoring this season at a 28 
points per game clip. She 
went over the 2,000-point 
murk in her career. 

Fort Frye is the only Ohio 
school to get two players on 
the roster. Post player Abby 
Nolan and guard Sarah Huck 
Nolan led the Lady Cadets in 
scoring this past season at a 
I 5. 7 pOints per game average, 
while Huck added 12. 7 points 
a night. 

Steubenville's Brianne Ross 
earned a spot on the team after 
a final prep season of averag­
ing I 1.4 points a game. 

Caldwell - which advanced 
to the Division IV district 
final before bowing out -
received one roster spot. Lady 
Redskins post Tressa Ramsey 
will take part for Ohio after 
scoring 15.5 points per game 
this past season. 

St. Clairsville's Missy Gos­
sett earned a spot on the team 
after a brilliant season in 
which she averaged 15.3 
points and better than 12 
rebounds a night for the Lady 
Red Devils. 

Edison's Kelli Moore was 
rewarded for a senior season 
in which she netted 14.9 
points a game f"or the Lady 
Wildcats. 

Frontier - which won its 
first-ever sectional title - land­
ed point guard Jill Bowersock 
on the team. She scored 
around I I points per game. 

Shadyside guard Bre 
Burkhart was named to the 
team after leading the Lady 
Tigers in scoring with an 18.2 
points per game average. 

St. John Central post Ashley 
Marinacci made the team after 
scoring around nine points a 
game for Coach Bubba 
Kapral's Lady Irish. 

Best will have one of his 
own players playing for him 
as Abbey Becca was named to 
the team to represent Buckeye 
Local. Becca scored just over 
13 points a game to lead the 
Lady Panthers. 

Union Local's Kirsten Yoho 
led the Lady Jets in the scor­
ing column with a 13. 7 aver­
age lo make the team. 

••• West Virginia 
The West Virginia girls team 

is led by John Marshall guard 
Jaimie Merinar who led the 
Lady Monarchs and the West 
Virginia side with a 20 points 
per game average . 
. She's joined on the Lady 
Mountaineer roster by team­
mate Nicole Thompson who 
scored IO points a game dur­
ing her only season in a Lady 
Monarch uniform. 

Wheeling Park also put two 
players on the squad. Guard 
Maggie Gompers was selected 
after a season in which she 
scored I 4.8 points per game. 
Swing player Chantel Nevels -
who led the Lady Patriots with 
15.5 points an outing - also 
earned a spot on the team. 

Kurtz will have two of his 
own players at his disposal 
once again. Leading scorer 
Chelsea Skrzypek donated 
I 8. I points a night. while 
Julia McGinlcy was also 
picked after scoring around 
nine points a game for the 
Lady Knights. 
Cameron's Kristen McCombs 
was picked from Class 1-A 
after she scored 18.4 points a 
game. 

Magnolia got two players on 
the team once again this win­
ter. Micah Bell was selected 
after pitching in 13.2 points a 
game. Ashley Mcsweeney -
who came back from a knee 
injury this season - was picked 
after scoring I 5 points an out­
ing. 

Weirton Madonna leading 
scorer Leah Comis was picked 
after she scored some I 5 
points a game for the Lady 
Blue Dons. 

Bishop Donahue received 
two bids to the all-star game. 
Jen Hill was picked after she 
scored just over 14 points a 
game. Lauren Cook was right 
behind her teammate with 
13. 7 points a game. 
Brooke's Rachelle Byers net­

ted just over I 2 poit.~ts a game 
to lead the Lady Brums. 

Weir High's Melissa Henry 
was chosen !"or the team. She 
was the third-best free throw 
shooter in the area, drilling 
nearly 84 percent of her chari­
ly tosses. 

Hailee Stender of Tyler Con-
solidated rounds out the West 
Virginia roster as the only 
Lady Silver Knight representa­
tive. 

Ticket Information 

Beallsville's Erin Doughty 
was selected to the team. The 
Lady Blue Devil averaged 
nearly I I points a game. 

Harrison Central's Kelly 
Polen put the finishing touch-

Pre-sale tickets for the 
Samuel A. Mumley OV AC 
All-Star Basketball Games are 
now available at Kroger stores 
in Bellaire. Moundsville, St. 
Clairsville and Wheeling. Stu­
dent tickets may be purchased, 
in advance for $5, while adult 
tickets may be purchased for 
$6. All tickets al the door the 
day of the game will be $7. 
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OVAC Mumley Classic set for Saturday By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

All-Star games of any sort are supposed to be enjoyable. 
However, don't think for a minute that the teams competing don "t want to win in the worst way. 

The competition will be heated when Ohio and \Vest Virginia square 
off Saturdav afternoon in the annual Samuel A. ·Mumlev OV AC All-Star Basketball Classic slated for the Ney Center at Ohio University Eastern. 

The boys game is scheduled to tip at 3 p.m., while the girls event gets the day started at I p.m. 
The Ohio boys' squad appears to be facing an up-hill challenge against a talented and deep West Virginia team. 
The Buckeye boys will be led by Martins Ferry's Jeff Sabatino who has never tasted defeat in his previous five assignments in the annual spring classic. 

"This game is always a great expe­rience for the kids and the coaches:· 

Sabatino said. "The OV AC does a great job and it's well-deserved for these kids, but they are still going to keep score in the game. so we have go out and treat it like a basketball game." 
The Ohio squad has practiced a couple of times leading up to the game. but with baseball, track and field and other engagements. Sabatino and his staff o(Greg Taylor (Monroe Central) and Donnie Madzia (Harrison Central) have found it 

tough to get everyone there. 

.. We've managed to get most of the kids there for the practices and most (of the kids) are ready to play," Sabatino advised. "West Virginia has some really talented players. so we have to play with intensity and pas­
sion." 

Sabatino won't have just one start­
ing lineup when he comes into the game. he'll have three equal teams with each squad boasting nearly the same style of players. 

"Several players have distin­guished themselves. so far:· Sabatino 

said. "A lot of the guys bring a lot of different thines and we have a lot of players who are strong defensively. We're not choosing who we think the best players are and playing them, but "e are trying to put equal representa­tion out on the floor all the time." 
Two of the most versatile players on the Ohio roster are Martins Ferry's Scott Mirich and Indian Creek's Jason McKeeean. Both will see action on the Buckeye perimeter. 
The Buckeyes also feature some 

See, OVAC, Page 82 
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strong perimeter shooters. 
According to Sabatino, those 
listed in that category are 
Union Local's Pee Schmitt, 
Harrison Central' s Dan 
Milleson, Shadyside's Taylor 
Goff and East Liverpool's 
Andrew Bobalick. 

When the Ohioans go 
inside, they'll took into 
Edison's Steven Shepherd, 
Monroe Central 's Tyler 
Knowlton and Bridgeport's 
Zac earlier. 

The defensive standouts for 
the Bucks include: Indian 
Creek's Miles Hayden, Fort 
Frye's Tyler Ferguson, 
Harrison's Willie Walker, 
Zanesvilte's Jordan Aronholt, 
Cambridge's Johnny Jones and 
Buckeye Trait's JJ. Savage. 

"We always try to get a 
shooter, a point guard, a real 
defender, a post player and a 
real versatile player with each 
group," Sabatino admitted. 
"All of these guys have talent 
and we hope to play each 
group in five or six minute 
spans depending on when we 
can get the clock stopped." 

The West Virginia squad 
that Sabatino and the Ohioans 
are squaring off with includes 
the likes of Wheeling Park's 
Daree Goodwin and Keshawn 
Creighton. Weir High' s Eric 
Hayden and Dan McWhorter 
will be teamed with Wheeling 
Central's Eric Anthony and 
Jason Grob. 

Brooke High's Jay Lyonett 
and Linsty's Andy Hundley 
have proven all season they 
can fill it up with the best of 
them. 

THE OHIO girls' squad 
will be guided by Buckeye 
Locat's Brian Best who is 
making his debut as the head 
coach in the all-star game. 

Best's roster features depth 
and talent anp it will need both 
to contend with a strong West 
Virginia squad_ 

Helping Best devise a game 
plan for the Lady 
Mountaineers will be 
Bellaire's Tube Davis and 
Steubenville's Angie Forte. 

Leading the list of Lady 
Buckeyes is first-team all­
Ohioan Ashley Vavrek of 
Bellaire. She's joined by third­
team all-Ohioan Kelly Polen of 
Harrison Central and second­
team all-state pick Bre 
Burkhart of Shadyside. 

St. Clairsville's Missy 
Gossett figures to be one of the 
top Ohio options in the low 
post along with Caldwell's 
Tressa Ramsey, St. John 
Central 's Ashley Marinacci, 
Fort Frye's Abby Nolan and 
Edison's Kelli Moore. 

Union Local guard Kirsten 
Yoho is a member of a deep 
perimeter group. Buckeye 
Local's Abbey Becca is a 
swing player who can go 
inside or outside, white 
Frontier's Jill Bowersock is a 
strong point guard. 
Beallsvilte's Erin Doughty and 
Steubenville's Brianne Ross 
are also battling for minutes. 
Fort Frye's Sarah Huck is 
another option at the guard 
spot 

The West Virginia squad -
which is being coached by 
Wheeling Central's Penn Kurtz 
- is led by a pair of Wheeling 
Park Lady Patriots in Maggie 
Gompers and Chantelle 
Nevels. 

Wheeling Central' s 
Chelsea Skrzypek and 
Magnolia's Ashley 
Mcsweeney provide depth on 
the perimeter. 

One of the most versatile 

I h W 
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p ayers on t e est Ifgmia 
roster is John Marshall's 
Jaimie Merinar who was a 
first-team all-state pick in West 
Virginia 

The Lady Maroon Knights' 
other player on the team is 
Julia McGinley, while Nicole 
Thompson is another Lady 
Monarch on the squad_ Bishop 
Donahue's pair of players con­
sist of Lauren Cook and Jen 
Hill. 

Cameron's Kristen 
Mccombs and Weir 
Madonna's Lea Co mis are both 
viable options at the guard 
spot, while Hailee Stender of 
Tyler is another player who 
can go inside or outside. 
Brooke and Weir each have 
one player in the game. 

Brooke's Rochelle Byers 
will join her former head coach 
John Leary on the West 
Virginia side, while Weir's 
lone representative is Melissa 
Henry. 

The Mumtey Classic is 
more than just a game. The 
players and coaches will be 
treated to a brunch at Undo's 
West in St. Clairsville at IO 
am. 

Several award presenta­
tions are on tap. Gregg Bonar -
- former Bellaire High girls 
coach - will receive the Rich 
Saffield award, while Tom 
Rataic-Zak will receive the 
timer/scorekeeper award, 
which is named after him. 

Gene Ford - a Cambridge 
coaching legend - will receive 
the Earl Haberfield Award, 
while Nick Visnic has been 
awarped the official's award. 

Also on tap are a three­
point shootout at halftime of 
the girls game and a slam-dunk 
contest at half of the boys 
encounter. 

T-L Pholo/JOEL JOSEPH PICTURED is the 2006 West Virginia boys team for the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Game. Front row, from left, are Eric Anthony (Wheeling Central), Jason Grob (Wheeling Central), Brenton Sheetz (Brooke), Sean Freeland (John Marshall), Lee McCune (Weir Madonna) and Andrew Bee (Cameron). Second row, from left, are coach Mike Granato (Weir), Jay Lyonett (Brooke), Drew Moore (Tyler), Eric Hayden (Weir), Andy Hundley (Llnsly), Eric Feldmeier (Paden City), Dan McWhortar (Weir) and coach Mel Stephens (Wheeling Central). Absent were Keshawn Ctelghton and Daree Goodwin (Wheeling Park). 

T-L Pholo/JOELJOSEPH PICTURED is the 2006 West Virginia girls team for the annual Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Classic. Front row, from left, are Melissa Henry (Weir), Nicola Thompson (John Marshall), Lauren Cook (Bishop Donahue), Ashley Mcsweeney (Magnolia), Chelsea Skrzypek (Wheeling Central) and Julia McGinlay (Wheeling Central). Second row, from left, are head coach Penn Kurtz (Wheeling Central), coach John Leary (Brooke), Lea Comis (Madonna), Micah Ball (Magnolia), Kristen McCombs (Cameron), Rochella Byers (Brooke), Jaimie Merinar (John Marshall), Jen Hill (Bishop Donahue), Maggie Gompers (Wheeling Park), Chantell Nevels (Wheeling Park) end coach Fred King (Paden City). 

' 
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OJi:io, West Virginia all-stars set for Samuel A: Mumley/OVAC All-Star BaslfetqalJ 
- - -·- "-----·--.,-- - ., __ _ 

Jeff Harrison/The Dally Jeffersonian 
The Ohio_ Girls' OVAC All-Star team Is, I to r, front row, Brl Burkhart of Shadyside, Ashley 
Vavrek of Bellaire, Brianne Ross of Steubenville, Ashley Marinacci of St. John Central, Kirstin 
Yoho of Union Local, Jill Bowersock of Frontier, Sarah Huck of Fort Frye and Erin Doughty of 
Beallsville; back row, Coach Brian Best of Buckeye Local, Abbey Becca of Buckeye Local, Oaire 
DiPiero of Steubenville Catholic, Tressa Ramsey of Caldwell, Kelly Polen of Harrison Central, 
Abby Nolan of Fort Frye, Missy Gossett of St. Oairsville, Kelli Moore of Edison, Coach Angle 
Forte of Steubenville and Coach Tube Davis of Bellalre. 

Jeff fjarrfson/The Dally Jeffersonian 
'The West Virginia Girls' OVAC AU-Star team is, I to r, front row, Melissa Henry of Weir, Nicole 
Thompson of John Marshall, Lauren Cook of Bishop Donahue, Ashley McSweeney of Magnolia, 
Hailee Stender of Tyler Consolidated and Jqlla McGinley of Wheeling Central; back row, Coach Penn 
Kurtz of Wheeling Central, Coach John Leary of Brooke, Leah Comls of Weirton Madonna, Mlcah 
Bell of Magnolia, Chelsea Skrzypek of Wheeling Central, Raebel Byers of Brooke, Jaimie Merlnar of 
John MarsbaII, Jen Hill of Bishop Donaline, Maggie Gompers of Wheeling Park, Chantel Nevel<; of 
Wheeling Park and Coach Fred King ~f Paden City. Absent was Kristen McCombs of Cameron. 

, Jeff Harlison/The Dally Jefferso11~-
The Ohio Boys' OVAC AU-Star team is, I to r, front row, Andrew Bobalik of East Liverpool, Johrutr-:­
Jones of Cambridge, Jason McKeegan of Indian Creek, Tyler Ferguson of Fort Frye, Thylor Golt!>f_; 
Shadyside, Dan Milleson of Harrison Central, Pee Schmitt of Union Local and Jordan Aronhalt of 
2'.m,)esville; back row, Coach Jeff Sabatino of Martins Ferry, Coach Greg Taylor of Monroe Cent~~· 
'.Cyler Knowlton of Monroe Central, Miles Hayden oflndlan Creek, Steven Shepherd of Edison, ~w­
Mirlch of Martins Ferry, Zak Cartier of Bridgeport, Willie Walker of Harrl',On Central and C~~­
Don Mad1la of Harrison Central. Absent was JJ. Savage of Buckeye Tmil. : !~:• 

'' ' Jeff Harrison/The Dally Jeffersonlbn .• 
The West Virginia Boys' AU-Star team Is, I to r, front row, Eric Anthony of Wheeling Centr.p," 
Jason Groh of Wheeling Central, Brandon Sheetz of Brooke, Sean Freeland uf John Marshltlf{ 
Lee McCone of Weirton Madonna and Andrew Bee of Cameron; hack row, Coach Mike Granat,;:," 
of Weir, Jay Lyonett of Brooke, Drew Moore of Tyler Consolidated, Eddie Hayden of Weir, Anilf 
Hnndley of Llnsly, Eric Feldmelr of Paden City, Dan McWhorter of Weir and Coach Mel Stevel:rs.• 
of Wheeling Central. Absent were Michael Blair of Magnolia. Keshawn Creighton of Wheelift~~-­
Park and Daree Goodwin of Wheeling Park. - re.,.. 

~r-J, 
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2006 Samuel A. Mu~ley OVAC All-Stars 

Ohio Boys 
Representing Ohio In the 2006 Samuel A. Mumley Basketball Classic are, kneeling, from left, Andrew Bobalik (East Liverpool); Johnny Jones (Cambridge); Jason McKeegan (Indi­an Creek); Tyler Ferguson (Fort Frye); Taylor Goff (Shadyside); Dan Milleson (Harrison Central); Pee Schmitt (Union Local); Jordan Aronhalt (Zanesville). Standing, from left, are head coach Jeff Sabatino (Martins Ferry); assistant coach Greg Taylor (Monroe Central); Tyler Knowlton (Monroe Central); Miles Hayden (Indian Creek); Steven Shepherd (Edi­son); Scott Mirich (Martins Ferry); Zac earlier (Bridgeport); Willie Walker (Hartison Cen­tral); and assistant coach Donnie Madzia (Harrison Central). 

W.Va. Boys 
Pictured Is the 2006 West Virginia boys team for the Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Game. Front row, from left, are Eric Anthony (Wheeling Central), Jason Grob (Wheeling Central). Brenton Sheetz (Brooke), Sean Freeland (John Marshall). Lee McCune (Weir Madonna) and Andrew Bee (Cameron). Second row, from left, are coach Mike Granato 

M
eir), Jay Lyonett (Brooke), Drew Moore (Tyler), Eddie Hayden (Weir), Andy Hundley nsly), Erle Feldmeier (Paden City), Dan McWhorter (Weir) and coach Mei Stephens Wheeling Central). Absent were Keshawn Creighton and Daree Goodwin (Wheeling Park). 

Photos by Alex Kozlowski 

Representing Ohio in the 2006 Samuel A. Mumley Basketball Classic are, kneeling, from left, Bre Burkhart (Shadyside); Ashley Vavrek (Bellaire); Brianne Ross (Steubenville); Ashley Marinacci (St. John Central); Kirsten Yoho (Union Local); Jill Bowersock (Fron­tier); Sarah Huck (Fort Frye); and Erin Doughty (Beallsville). Standing, from left, are head coach Brian Best (Buckeye Local); Abbey Becca (Buckeye Local); Claire DIPiero (Steubenville Central); Tressa Ramsey (Caldwell); Kelley Polen (Harrison Central); Abby Nolan (Fort Frye); Missy Gossett (SI. Clairsville); Kelli Moore (Edison); assistant coach N1gie Forte (Steubenville); and assistant coach Tube Davis (Bellaire). 

W.Va. Girls 
Pictured is the 2006 West Virginia girls team for the annual Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All· Star Classic. Front row, from left, are Melissa Henry (Weir), Nicole Thompson (John Mar­shall), Lauren Cook (Bishop Donahue), Ashley Mcsweeney (Magnolia). Hailee Stender (Tyler Consolidated); and Julia McGinley (Wheeling Central). Second row, from left, are head coach Penn Kurtz (Wheeling Central), coach John Leary (Brooke), Lea Comis (Madonna), Micah Bell (Magnolia), Chelsea Skrzypek (Wheeling Central); Rochelle Byers (Brooke), Jaimie Merinar (John Marshall). Jen Hill (Bishop Donahue), Maggie Gompers (Wheeling Par~, Chantell Nevels {Wheeling Park) and coach Fred King (Paden City). Not pictured Is ameron's Kristen Mccombs. 


