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OVAC Class AAA Softball Championship 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Martins Farry's Lynsay Agnaw (5) Is forced out at second base as Harrison Central second baseman Sara Santille takes a throw during action of their 
OVAC Class AAA championship game Friday at Iha J.B. Chambers 1-470 Complex. At right Is umpire Tom Bechtel. Martins Ferry won, B-2. 

Riders Roll to Title 
Martins Ferry bangs out 15 hits in 8-2 win over Harrison Central to claim ·QVAC Class AAA crown 

• ByTRACYWATSON 
For The Intelligencer 

After having their Ohio Valley Ath
letic Conference softball championship 
dreams dashed by Magnolia in the 
2004 tournament, coach Jess 
Cordery's Martins Ferry s9,uad was on 
a mission entering this year s event 

And after a three-game rampage 
throu¥h the Class AAA field, the Pur
ple Riders finally got to hoist the tro
phy they have been waiting for Friday 
afternoon for the first time since the 
2000 campaign. 
. Martins Ferry pounded out 15 hits 

and senior pitcher Angie Cerasoli 
fanned 14 Harrison Central hitters as 
the Purple Riders rolled to a convinc
ing 8-2 victory over the upstart 
Huskies at the J.B. Chamber's 1-4 70 
Complex in Wheeling. • 

The victory moves Cordery's squad 
to 17-3 on the season, and the streak
ing Riders will begin sectional play 
next week having won I 5 of their I 6 
contest, thanks 10 large part to their 
powerful hitting, mistake causing base
running and Cerasoli's right arm. 

Ferry's three-day tournament totals, 
includmg victories over Union Local 

and Magnolia, have the Riders outscor
in!l their opponents by a 26-4 margin, 
with a 31-12 hit differential while 
committing only two errors to 17 for 
their victims. Meanwhile, Cerasoli col
lected 34 strikeouts during the tourna
ment 

"This is just a real good feeling," 
Cordery admitted "These kids play aB 
such as team, and there is not one girl 
out there that puts herself about the 
team. They just all love to play this 
game. • 

"Angie (Cerasoli) has been our rock 
and we depend on her so much, so 
when the other girls get the bats going 
she is normally able to keep us close. 
We also seem to get the big hits after 
that and take advantage of the other 
team's errors.'• 

But while the Purple Riders were 
able to hit the ball early, _picking up 
five hits over the first two mnin¥s, the 
game remained scoreless headmg to 
the bottom of the fourth. 

The Riders did get a double and two 
singles in the opening frame, but had 
two runners thrown out on the basepa
ths, including Ashley Suto at the plate. 

Ferry's home-half of the fourth 

. Today's Championship Games 
OVAC SOFTBALL 

Clan AAA.A 
John Marshall vs. Edison, 12:15 p.m. 

ClauAA 
Wheeling Central vs. StatJbenvlll& Centrat, 2 

p.m. 

Cl11uA 
Bellaire St. John's vs. Cameron, 3:45 p.m. 

proved to be the difference as three sin
gles and three Harrison Central (14-
11) errors paved the way for a three
run rally. Senior Melian Ware picked 
up an RBI single while Jessica Hilton 
chased home a run on a fielder's choice 
durini the Inning. 

Thmgs onlr got worse for coach 
Donnie Bethel s Huskies in the fifth as 
the designated hosts banged out six 
more hits and collected a pair of walks 
to extend the advantage to 8-0 after 
five. 

While Suto, Kayla Lewis and pinch
hitter Megan Anzak were all credited 
with RBIs during the uprising, the big 
hit was a two-run doubfe off the bat of 
senior Lynsey Agnew, who collected 

three hits in the contest 
Harrison Central, which did manage 

seven hits off of Cerasoli, put together 
a short rally of its own in the sixth, 
with Andrea Davis stroking an RBI 
double and Melinda Dunlap adding a 
two-out, run-scoring single before 
Gena.Everhart was thrown out at sec
ond to end the inning. 

The Huskies went quietly in the sev
enth on a pair of Cerasoli strikeouts 
and a fly ball to center to end the game, 
which set off a wild Martins Ferry cel
ebration. 

"Cerasoli did what a senior pitcher 
is supposed to do, take her team on her 
shoulders and carry them until her 
team's bats come alive," Bethel said. 
"You would expect no less from a 
pitcher of that caliber. 

"GoodJ'itching always tops good· 
hitting, an that was the case today. 

"Katy Leeper is only a freshman for 
us and I think she may have lost a little 
confidence on the mound with some of 
her pitches today, but she is what got 
us here. We never gave up and I am 
very proud of my team right now." 

Please See RIDERS, Page 22 
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Martins Ferry 
gets past 
Blue Eagles 
By SETH $TASKEY 
llmes Leader Sports Writer 

Tealll5 who are playing Martins Ferry had better jump on senior 
pitcher Angie Cerasoli early. 

Magnolia learned that the hard way Thursday afternoon. 
The Lady Blue Eagles struck for one run in the top of the first, 

but from there Cerasoli was lights out, leading the Lady Riders to 
tbe OVAC Class 3-A title game by virtue of a 7-1 victory at the 
Chambers J-4 70 Complex in Elm Grove. 

"Angie was as good tonight as I have seen her in the last 
month," said veteran Ferry softball coach Jess Cordery. "When 
she's throwing like she did tonight, there's not many who can beat 
her." 

After getting through a first inning where Magnolia had a base 
hit and took advantage of a Lady Rider error to pro-
duce a tally, Cerasoli settled down. She 
allowed just two more hits the rest of th~l\ 
way and retired 13 of the final 14 she ~~~,B 
faced. ~ - .. 9 "We're going to have to stop her start- I 
ing out rocky," Cordery joked. "When • • 
she gets to the point where she feels com
fortable and settles into a groove then 
she's got command of all of her pitches 
and makes it tough on the hitters." 

For the game, Cerasoli struck out nine, 
walked two and plunked a batter. 

"Angie changed speeds, moved the ball around and it makes 
the game pretty easy for the rest of us," Cordery continued. 

Magnolia's lead was short-lived as the Lady Riders wasted lit
tle time in asserting the1115elves with the bats. 

Senior lead-off hitter Ashley Suto once again served as the 
sparkplug for the rally, igniting the inning with a single. She went 
to second on a passed ball. 

After an out was recorded, Cerasoli drew a base on balls as did 
clean-up hitter Kelsey Carpenter. That loaded the bases for hard
hitting shortstop Lynsey Agnew. 

She unloaded a single into right-center that scored both Suto 
and Cerasoli to put the Ferrians up for good. 

Ferry's second-inning offense was fueled by porous Magnolia 
defense, which committed four errors in the frame and le<I to four 
runs and nine hitters comiug to the plate. 

S11tn ~onin ct~rtPrl th,:,, ,.,..11., ,.,;th 1,,. .. ,,,..,.~-r1 -:-~1- -~ f-L- -- •-
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Knights 
hammer 
Monroe 
By SETH STASKEY 
llmes Leader Sports Writer 

One of the most anticipated 
games of the OV AC softball 
tournament left a little to be 
desired. 

Wheeling Central - win
ners of 16 straight - handed 
Monroe Central one of its 
worst losses in many a season 
Thursday evening, eliminating 
the defending OV AC 2-A and 
OHSAA Division III state 
champions by a decisive 8-1 
count on Lisa Field at the 
Chambers 1-4 70 Complex in 
Elm Grove. 

The Lady Maroon Knights 
- who are now 20-4 on the· 
season will meet 
Steubenville 
Catholic 
Saturday 
afternoon 
for the 2-A 
hardware. 

Getting 
to the title 
game wasn't 
nearly as easy as 
it looked. 

"It wasn't as easy as the 
scoreboard indicated," said co
Wheeling Central head coach 
Ambrose Bober. "We hit the 
ball well and had to fight for 
every run we got" 

Coming into the game, the 
task of meeting Lady Seminole 
ace LeeKycia Brown who led 
the Lady Seminoles to a 32-0 
record a year ago and had only 
lost seven games in her career, 
111'JC .,.,.1;,-J..,,.,.f J..,, f.L- r -...1-. 
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but from there Cerasoli was lights out, leading the Lady Riders to 
tlle OV AC Gass 3-A title game by virtue of a 7-1 victory at the 
Chambers 1-4 70 Complex in Elm Grove. 

"Angie was as good tonight as I have seen her in the last 
month," said veteran Ferry softball coach Jess Cordery. "When 
she's throwing like she did tonight, there's not many who can beat 
her." 

After getting through a first inning where Magnolia had a base 
hit and took advantage of a Lady Rider error to pro-
duce a tally, Cerasoli settled down. She 
allowed just two more hits the rest of th~a. 
way and retired 1 3 of the final I 4 she ~ . 
faced. c::i:s; __ .. 

"We're going to have to stop her start- I 
ing out rocky," Cordery joked. "When -
she gets to the point where she feels com
fortable and settles into a groove then 
she's got command of all of her pitches 
and makes it tough on the hitters." 

For the game, Cerasoli struck out nine, 
walked two and plunked a batter. 

"Angie changed speeds, moved the ball around and it makes 
the game pretty easy for the rest of us," Cordery continued. 

Magnolia's lead was short-lived as the Lady Riders wasted lit
tle time in asserting themselves with the bats. 

Senior lead-off hitter Ashley Suto once again served as the 
sparkplug for the rally, igniting the inning with a single. She went 
to second on a passed ball. 

After an out was recorded. Cerasoli drew a base on balls as did 
clean-up hitter Kelsey Carpenter. That loaded the bases for hard
hitting shortstop Lynsey Agnew. 

She unloaded a single into right-center that scored both Suto 
and Cerasoli to put the Ferrians up for good. 

Ferry's second-inning offense was fueled by porous Magnolia 
defense, which committed four errors in the frame and led to four 
runs and nine hitters comiug to the plate. 

Suto again started the rally with her second single of the game. 

llCl:O. Vi 1U ~Lli1Jg11l - llillJUt::U 

Monroe Central one of its 
worst ]asses in many a season 
Thursday evening, eliminating 
the defending OV AC 2-A and 
OHSAA Division III state 
champions by a decisive 8-1 
count on Lisa Field at the 
Chambers 1-4 70 Complex in 
Elm Grove. 

The Lady Maroon Knights 
- who are now 20-4 on the· 
season will meet 
Steubenville 
Catholic 
Saturday 
afternoon 
for the 2-A 
hardware. 

Getting 
to the title 
game wasn't 
nearly as easy as 
it looked. 

"It wasn't as easy as the 
scoreboard indicated," said co
Wheeling Central head coach 
Ambrose Bober. "We hit the 
ball well and had to fight for 
every run we got" 

Coming into the game, the 
task of meeting Lady Seminole 
ace LeeKycia Brown who led 
the Lady Seminoles to a 32-0 
record a year ago and had only 
lost seven games in her career, 
was relished by the Lady 
Knight players. Stephanie Payne then singled and moved up to second on an error 

in the infield. Two batter later, Carpenter bounced the ball to short 
and the throw to home was late, scoring Suto. 

Agnew then lifted what looked like a routine pop-up on the 
infield, but the ball was dropped, allowing both Payne and 

See, RIDERS, Page 82 

_ T-L Photo/MICHAEL HARVILlA 
MARTINS FERRY ace Angie Cerasoli delivers a "pitch to the plate during Thursday's OVAC 
Class 3-A semifinal game against Magnolia at the Chambers 1-470 Complex. The Lady Riders 
scored a 7-1 victory and will take part in today's final against Harrison Central. 

"We told the girls coming 
in that there were going to be a 
lot of people at the game to see 
(LeeKycia) pitch," said 

See, CENTRAL. Page 82 

St. John reaches fifth 
straight OVAC 1-A final 
By SETH STASKEY 
1lmes Leader Sports Writer 

It was a birthday that St. John Central senior 
Meghan Johnson won't soon forget 

On the very day she turned 18 years of age, the 
Lady Irish ace pitcher hurled her team into the 
OV AC Gass 1-A title game for the fourth straight 
season after they disposed of Linsly 9-1 Thursday 
afternoon at the Chambers 1-470 Complex in Elm 
Grove. 

The Lady Irish will now meet Cameron, which 
disposed of Bishop Donahue in the other 1-A semi
final Thursday. 

"As usual, Meghan did her job and I thought we 
hit the ball hard today," said St John Central head 
coach Jerry Magistro. 

It wasn't just a special day for Johnson, but also 
for Magistro who picked up his 1 00th'career victory 
in his five years at the helm of the SJC program. For 
the season, the Lady Irish are now 19-2. 

Magistro couldn't have any more correct than 

when be said as usual in reference to Johnson. She 
was up to her same old tricks, fanning eight, allow
ing a walk and just one hit The lone Cadet run was 
of the unearned variety in the fourth inning. 

"The mound wasn't in that great of shape, but 
she still pitched really well under tough conditions," 
Magistro said. "Again, we did what we had to do, 
and that's what you have to do from this point on." 

The potent Lady Irish offense wasted little time 
in giving Johnson some run support. 

After she mowed down the Cadets with little 
trouble in the top of the first, the St John offense 
went to work. 

The Green struck four times in the first inning, 
taking advantage of Linsly miscues, but also with 
solid contact. 

"Yeah, they made some errors, but we hit the-ball 
well," Magistro explained. "Sometimes I tb_ink we 
were hitting it too well because they were playing us 
back to fence, so we have to learn to start hitting line 
drives." 

See, ST. JOHN, Page 82 

T-L Phota/MICHAEL HARVILLA 
ST. JOHN CENTRAL pitcher Meghan Johnson comes home with a pitch during the 
early innings of Thursday's Class 1-A OVAC semifinal game. Johnson - who was cele
brating her 18th birthday - hurled a one hitter and the Green advanced to its fifth 
straight title game. 
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T•L Photo/MICHAEL HARVILL/!-, 
MONROE CENTRAL pitcher LeeKycia Brown throws to first during the OVAC 2-A semifinal 
game at the Chambers 1-470 Complex. Looking on is Monroe Central third baseman Brandy 
Stephens. 

• Central 
Continued from Page B1 

Central co-head coach Rick Magruder. "But, we 
wanted lhc fans to leave talking about how we hit 
the ball." 

While the Lady Knights are preparing for 
Saturday's title till, Monroe Ccntral's focus now 
goes back to the OHSAA tournament, but rookie 
llcatl coach Missy Knowlto1i knows her team had 
better play a lot belier. 

"This wasn't even the same group that l have 
known and loved all year," Knowllon smiled. "\Ve 
made some inexperienced mistakes today that you 
shouldn't be making at this time or the year." 

Brown appeared to he on cruise control in the 
opening three innings, retiring all nine hitters, 
including rive via tile strikcouL 

However. the second time through the Maroon 
Knights' iincup proved to be a slightly different 
story. 

"We had some good cuts thC first time 
through," Magrndcr said. "1 kept telling the girls 
you would gel to her the second time around and 
they definitely came up with some big hits." 

Casey Savage led off the third inning with a 
solid single into right. After a pop-out on the 
infield, Kayla Gray came to the dish. She took a 2-
2 offering deep ,into lhe evening. The ball hit the 
top of the fence and bounced over for a two-run 
home run. 

"LccKycia was pitching real well through three 
innings," Knowlton observed. "But the home run 
just seemed to take the wind out of her balloon and 
a lot of us for that mailer." 

Monroe Central got its only run or the contest in 
the bottom of the fourth when Brandi Stephens 
reached on an error. Tay'lor Jorris followed with a 
triple to the lcrt-centcrficld gap that scored 

•St.John 
Continued from Page B1 

Stephens. 
Wheeling Central wasn't rattled. The Lady 

Maroon Knights came back up in the top of the 
fifth and struck for four spot. Cat Stylich went to 
second on a two-base error. She scored when Andy 
Burke roped a base hit. 

After a strikeout, Val Palmer reached on an 
error. Gray then reached on an error. allmving 
Burke to race home. Angela Petros then came 
through with a two-run double. She added a RBI 
double in the seventh. 

All told, Monroe was charged with seven ernir',. 
Brown worked the distance, fanning nine nnc! 
walking none. 

"You have to give \Vheeling Central credit 
because they hit the ball hard," Knowlton said. 

Central added two more runs in the seventh, 
both of which were unearned, but the Lady 
Knights had more than enough with pitcher Cassie 
Garen throwing a gem. 

She worked the distance, striking out eight and 
walking one. She limited the Lady Seminoles to 
five hits. 

Carrie Knowlton had two singles for Lady 
Seminoles. 

Monroe Central ( 15-4) returns to the diamond 
on \Vednesday in the Division 111 sectional tounm
mcnt at Cambridge lo begin defense or its stale 
title. 

"ff we don't play a little better than we did 
tonight we won't be going very rar in lhc tourn:.
menl,'' Knowlton said. 

Linescorc: 
Wheeling Central ODO 240 2 8 5 1 
Monroe Central ODO 100 O 1 5 7 
BATTERIES: Garen und Orkoskey. Brown and Jorns. 

The first Lady lrisl1 run of the 
game came on a passed ball, but 
from there the Circl!n produced 
three run-scoring hits in the 
opening frame. Senior catcher 
Ellie Swartz had a RBI double. 
while Loraine Skorich -singled 
home a run. Amber Irwin was 
also credited with a RBI hit. 

Bctsie Smith and Jenna Vavra 
also had RBIs in the third-inning 
rally. 

l..incscore: 
Linsty ooo 100 o 1 1 6 
St. John 404 010 x 9 5 2 
BATTERIES: Zane and Flowen,, 

The Green al I but scaled the 
deal in the bottom 01· the third 
inning when it scored unolher 
quartet of runs. 

Johnson llclpcd her own cause 
when she reached wilil a one-oul 
single, Swanz then reached on 
an error anJ the nvcr-lhrow 
nllowcd Johnson 10 race home. 
Irwin tallied her second RBI 
when she lifted a sacrifice fly to 
score Swaitz. 

Linsly's lone hit came cour
tesy of Jessica Sehucht who had 
a single. Kaliegh Parsons was 
credited with the RBl on a 
groundout to produce the lone 
run for Linsly. 

Though the Lady Irish will be 
the favorite in Saturday's cham
pionship game, Magistro knows 
his team had better come ready 
to play. 

"We don't play Cameron (in 
the regular season), but from 
what 1 saw here today they have 
a nice tcarn,1' Magistro noted. 
"They have some nice hitters, 
speed and are fundamentally 
sound." 

Johnson and Swartz. 

CAMERON reached its first
ever OVAC title game followinq, 
a 6-3 victory over B ishoi1 
Donahue Thursday atternoon. 

Lacey Tustin picked up t11,, 
mound for the Lady Dragon~-. 
She worked the distance witil 
five stfJkcouts and nine walks, 

Kori Gouldsberry led til•o 
Lady Dragons at the plate with " 
double and a single. 

Lincscore: 
Cameron 010 410 1 6 6 i 
Donahue ODO ooo 3 3 3 1f 
BATTERIES: Tustin anrl 

Gouldsberry. Gross and Crocka.rd, 

• Riders-----------------
continued from Page B1 

Carpenter to score. 
"\Ve wmll lo put pressun: on 

defense by moving runners and 
we always look for an extra 
base," Conkry said. "It makes it 
tougher on the c!cfCnsc. because 
they slnr_t looking around for us 

of' our order." Cordcry said. 
"You have to pitch to everybody 
and you have to pitch everybody 
honest because we have so many 
girls who can hit lhe ball." 

While the Lady Blue Eagles 
were kicking the ball around to a 

Harrison Central. which c!imi-
nated Bellaire Wednesday night. 
today at 4:30 p.m. ror the title. 

"l sat here (Wednesday nighU 
and watched Harrison Ccnlrnl 
play Bellaire and I am lookinc: 
forward In ii hrr;n1.1.,p i1 '<.; onirn 

Riders 
(Continued from Page 17) 

• "We are very young and it 
took them getting an 8-0 lead to 
get some pressure off of us 
before we really started playing. 

"We didn't come here to set
tle for second place, but there is 
not a team I would rather lose to 
than Martins Ferry and a coach 
like Jess Cordery. I have so 
much respect for him and his 
team and they really conducted 
themselves m a professional 
manner with this wm today.'' 

Cordery, meanwhile, was 
impressed with Harrison's early
game defense, but knew he could 
not chanl;le the game plan 
because of 1t. 

"We tried to make things hap
pen in the first inning, but they 
made some nice plays," he said. 
''I knew they were a good defen
sive team, but I was not going to 
change our style because of that. 

"We just kept the pressure on 
hoping they would break and 
they finally did. • 

"This is just what we wanted, 
to go into the sectionals on a 
roll." 

Agnew and Stephanie Payne 
each collected three hits for the 
winners while Cerasoli, Lewis 
and Ware had two each. Dunlap 
si_ngled twice for the Huskies. 



Classified I CS-9 
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DELIVERING A pitch 
to home plate In 

Wednesday's OVAC 
Class 3A semifinal is 

Harrison Central's Katy 
• Leeper. Leeper led the 

Lady Huskies lo a 6-2 
• win, striking out six 
while walking only two 

batters. Harrison 
Central will face the 

winner of today's semi
final between Magnolia 
and top-seeded Martins 

Ferry. The 3A final Is 
scheduled for Saturday. 

. T-L Photo/MICHAEL HARVlLLA 

Huskies win OVAC semifinal 
• Harrison breaks 0-13 drought againt Lady Reds 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

Donnie Bethel and his Harrison Central 
Lady Huskies had faced Bellaire some 13 
times in his career. 

He had never tasted victory against the 
Lady Reds. 

He couldn't have asked for a better time 
than Wednesday night in the semifinals of 
the OV AC Class 3-A tournament at the 
Chambers I-470 Complex. 

Thanks to a four-run seventh inning, 
Harrison Central's hopes turned into reality 

as the Huskies broke a two-all deadlock en 
route to the 6-2 win. 

"Bellaire has .definitely been a thorn in 
our side," Bethel admitted. "I feel good for 
these kids because they made the plays 
tonight when we needed them. This is the 
second game in a row where we have per
formed extremely well." 

Third-year B.ellaire head coach Melissa 
Kaldor watched her team check out of the 
OV AC tournament short of the final for the 
first time in her career. 

"Give Harrison Central credit because 
they played really well," Kaldor said. "We 

Buckeye falls to JM 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

Buckeye Local was just a few innings too late. 
The Lady Panthers waited just a little too long to get their bats 

going as they fell to John Marshall 4-2 in the first OVAC Class 4-A 
semifinal game Wednesday evening at the I-470 Chambers Complex. 

The Lady Monarchs advance to Saturday's 12:15 p.m. 4-A title 
game where they will meet Edison, which ousted Brooke by a 3-0 
count in the middle of the tripleheader. 

"We played good defense again and our hitting has been coming 
around," said acting JM head coach Ed West, who is filling in for 
veteran coach Poncho Flores, who is continuing his recovery from 
health problems. 

While the Lady Monarchs scored all four of their runs in the first 
three innings, Buckeye Local had just two hits through four frames. 

"We struggled early with the bat," said Lady Panthers' head coach 
Barry Closser. "We just didn't have the bats out early. We had some 
runners on, but we cou]dn't cash them in." 

The Lady Monarchs wasted little time in jumping on Lady Panther 
starting pitcher Casey Magyar who lasted just one-plus innings 
before being lifted for ace Tabetha Gretchen. 

"Gretchen threw a lot of pitches the other day," said Closser. 
"Casey has been doing the job for us all year long, so we feel com
fortable with her on the mound." 

See, BUCKEYE, Page C4 

just didn't get the job done tonight, and it's 
disappointing because we had some opportu
nities." 

The Lady Huskies appeared to be on their 
way to a 3-2 deficit entering the seventh 
inning. 

However, the Harrison defense came up 
big when it had to. 

Bellaire senior slugger N'tkkl Driscoll led 
off the inning with a triple to dead center 
field. 

Kaldor called for catcher Sarah Delbert .to 

See, HUSKIES, Page C4 
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• Huskies 
Continued from Page C1 

drop down a bunt. She executed the bunt, which went back to fresh
man pitcher Katy 
Leeper. The Lady 
Huskie frosh ace 
looked Driscoll back 
to third before throw- • 
ing onto first for the 
out. 

After the throw 
was released, 
Driscoll broke for 

'Harrison Central hits the 
crap out of the ball. ' 

- Melissa Kaldor 
home. First-baseman _______________ _ 
Andrea Davis deliv-
ered a quick throw 
back to catcher Chelsea Cocanougher who had the plate blocked per
fectly and laid the tag on Driscoll for the second out of the inning. 

"It was just a bunt to see how (Harrison) would react," Kaldor 
said. "Nikki is one of the smartest players we have ever had at Bellaire apd she just hesitated a little too nmch and she knew she was out." 

The momentum officially shifted toward the Harrison dugout in 
the top of the seventh. 

"We work on that where we look the runner back," Bethel said. 
"But, earlier in the game we kind of screwed it up, but it worked out 
well when we needed it." 

Designated player Melinda Dunlap led off the seventh with a 
solid single, After Annie Yarrish dropped down a perfect sacrifice bunt, the hit parade began. 

Harrison Central watched Gena Everhaul rope a single to score Dunlap. Leeper then reached on an error. Ashley Cunningham followed with another single back through the box, scoring Everhaul. Sara Santille then grounded out that scored Leeper. 
Cocanougher then singled to score Cunningham to complete the rally. 
"Harrison Central hits the crap out of the ball," Kaldor said, "We had a couple of errors that hurt us at times tonight and as the game 

went on Leeper got better, so Harrison deserves all the credit." 
Bellaire's offense was silenced in the bottom of the seventh as 

Leeper mowed the Lady Reds' down. She allowed a harmless walk, bu~ she got no further than first base. 
For the game, Leeper allowed only two hits, two earned runs, while striking out six and walking just two. 
The Lady Huskie offense was stymied for the first three innings us Lady Reds' senior Amanda Coulter sat down the first nine in order. 
Harrison broke through in the second when Cunningham led off 

with a single. She took second when the ball was mishandled in the outfield. A groundout moved Cunningham up to third. Cocanougher 
then rolled into a fielder's choice, but another Bellaire error allowed Cocanougher to slide safely into home. 

Bellaire got those two runs back in the bottom half of the frame. 
Freshman Monica Chase drew a lead-off walk. Driscoll then singled into left. Delbert dropped down a bunt. Leeper opted to try to go to 
third, but the throw was late and the sacks were juiced. 

Tara Whitely grounded out to second, but the play allowed Chase to score. Sophomore Michelle Tomlan then reached on an error, 
scoring Driscoll. However, Leeper got out of the jam with back-toback groundouts. 

Harrison Central must now play the waiting game to find out its opponent in Saturday's finals. The Lady Huskies will face the win
ner of today's 3-A semifinal between top-seeded Martins Ferry and defending champion Magnolia. 

Linescore: 
Harrison Central 000 200 4 6 7 2 
Bellaire 000 200 0 2 2 3 
BATTERIES: Leeper and Cocanougher. Coulter and Delbert. 

eBuckeye--------
conunued from Page C1 

John Marshall got going in the first thanks to some two-out light
ning. 

Third-baseman Courtney McGilton singled to ignite the rally. 
Hard-hitting first baseman Vanessa Ilovar took the first pitch she saw 
deep into rightfield and went all the way to third with, a stand-up 
triple, scoring McGilton. • Ilovar came across after an error was committed in the Buckeye 
Local infield. 

"Vanessa bas been crushing the ball since she was a freshman," 
West said. "She started hitting the ball as ·a freshman and has never 
slowed down." 
, Another fielding miscue ignited another Monarch rally in the sec
ond inning. Starting pitcher Devin Heilman reached when her fly ball was dropped. Bria Morris followed with a single and two pitches later 
Heilman went to third on a passed ball. 

Catcher Emily McDermott produced an infield single and Illovar 
raced home on the errant throw. 

The aforementioned Illovar was back at it in the third inning. 
Again, she took the first pitch she saw deep into centerfield for a triple. Samantha Stout produced a sacrifice fly to left that scored 
Illovar easily. 

From there, the Lady Monarchs turned it over to Heilman and then 
stopper Sarah Swogger who put the clamps down on the Lady 
Panthers. 

Buckeye Local broke through in the fifth. Megan Kachur led off 
the inning with a triple into the left-center gap. Ashley Miller then singled her home, She moved up to second on a fielder's choice. 

Megan Bartrug drove in Miller from second with a single. That led 
West to go to his bullpen. 

He called for Swogger to replace Heilman who had allowed two 
runs on four hits, while striking out one and walking three. 

"Devin has pitched some really good games for us and we actually 
have a three-pitcher rotation going," West said. "I thought she was 
getting a little tired, but she still deserves a lot of credit for her perfonnance." 

Swogger came on and fanned back-to-back hitters to thwart the 
Buckeye rally. She allowed two singles over the final two innings and 
fanned four of the final six outs to record the save. 

"Sarah has reallicome on as a pitcher," West continued. "She's 
increased her speed and she locates her pitches better and better each 
time out." 

Jamie Fillipi had a single and a double to lead Buckeye Local at 
the dish. 

Linescore: 
John Marshall 211 000 0 4 8 I 
Buckeye Local 000 020 0 2 7 4 
BATTERIES: Heilman, Swogger (5) and McDermott. Magyar, 
Gretchen (2) and Brown. 
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Buckeye Local Steals 
One From Park in 7th 

By JIMELLIOTI thers (13-3) will take, nonetheless. They 

Staff Writer continue action in the tourney today at 4:30 

Courtesy runner Brianna Finey scored the p.m. vs. John Marshall at the Chambers 

winning run on a wild pitch in the bottom of Fields at I-4 70. 
the seventh inning, leading second-seeded "All 14 kids contributed," Buckeye Local 

Buckeye Local to a 3-2 win over seventh- coach Barry Closser said. 

seeded Wheeling Park in OV AC Class. "With good teams, everybody contributes, 

AAAA quarterfinal action Tuesday in Con- and we had that today. We've been doing 

norville. that all year." 
Finey came on to run for pitcher Tabetha It was not an isolated incident. 

Gretchen, who crushed a double with one In the top of the seventh, Park's Anna 

out in the bottom of seventh. She moved to Haber led off with a walk and advanced to 

third on single by Jamie Fillippi and scored second with no one out. 

the game-winner when Park's Jen Sparachane then ripped a linerto right that 

Sparachane uncorked a wild one. appeared to be deep enough to advance a 

It was as close a play as you'll find, as courtesy runner. • 

Sparachane alertly covered the plate and 
applied a quick tag, but one that the Pan- Please See BUCKEYE, Page 18 

f) 
OVACSoftball Semifinals 

(all games at 1-470) 

Wednesday 
Class AA 

Wheeling Central vs. 
Monroe Central 5 p.m. 
Steubenvme Central vs. 
Fort Frye 6:30 p.m. 

Class A.AAA 
John Marshall vs. 
Buckeye Local 4:30 p.m. 
Edison vs. Brooke 6p.m. 

Class AAA 
Harrison Central vs. 
Bellalre 7:30 p.m. 

■■■ 

Thursday 
Class A 

Cameron vs. 
Bishop Donahue 4:15 p.m. 
St John's vs Linsly 6:30 p.m. 

Class AAA 
Martins Ferry vs. Magnolia 5 
p.m .. 

COMICS .............................. 21 

17 

Cerasoli's Gem Sends 
Ferry Into Semifinals 

By TRACY WATSON 
For The Intelligencer 

Experience and talent can be a deadly 
combination in sports, and Tuesday after
noon Martins Ferry's girls' softball team 
showed once again that it has both and it 
will be a team that needs to be dealt with in 
the postseason. 

Angie Cerasoli tossed a two-hitter, while 
fanning 11, and the top-seeded Purple 
Riders pounded out nine hits and took 
advantage of six Union Local errors in 
cruising to an 11-1, six-inning, victory 
over the Jets in an Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference Class AAA quarterfinal con
test in Martins Ferry. 

Coach Jess Cordery's 15-3 record squad 
will now face fifth-seeded Magnolia (16-

12), which defeated St. Clairsville on 
Monday, at 5 p.m. Thursday in a semifinal 
contest at the Chambers I-4 70 fields. 

"We pride ourselves on playing real fun
damental softball, and that is what we did 
again today," Cordery said. 

"Union Local was a little shorthanded, 
but they gave a good effort and played 
hard, just like we like to do." 

Coach Bill Weller's 3-18 record Jets 
started four freshmen and four sopho
mores, and trailed only 4-0 after three 
frames before committing all six of their 
miscues over the final three innings. That 
paved the way for the final seven Purple 
Rider tallies. 

Please See FERRY, Page 18 

Seniors lead Bellaire to OVAC ■ 

semis 
By SETH STASKEY 
limes Leader Sports Writer hearts of a lion and do everything they pos

sibly can to help this team to be success-
. ful." 

Bellaire has just two seniors on its soft- 'I think when Nikki went down we were The win advances the Lady Reds into 

ball roster. • h l ' k d Thursday's conference semifinal against the 

And head coach Melissa Kaldor definite- all kind of nervous ... but S e 00 e at winner of Harrison Central and Indian 

lybelievesinqualityoyerquantity. • • me and said "I'm not coming out,,, Creek at the Chambers? I-470 Complex in 

She and the Lady Big Reds got a bnll1ant , · Wheeling. 

pitching effort from senior Amanda Coulter "This is do or die time now," Kaid or said. 

and classmate Nikki Driscoll did basically . "You can?t take anything for granted once 

everything else Monday evening at the - Melzssa Kaldor the tournaments start. I thought Oak Glen 

Bellaire Swimming Pool Field. 
played pretty well against us." 

Behind the seniors' effort, the Lady Big -~-------------------- The entire Lady Reds softball family took 

Reds punched their ticket to the semifinals a deep breath in the bottom of the first 

of the OV AC 3-A softball tournament by virtue of "Our two seniors give us everything they have inning. 

a 4-1 victory over seventh-seeded Oak Glen. all game every game," Kaldor said. "They have the After lacing a single back through the box, 

Driscoll made a wide turn for second. The Oak 
Glen defenders threw to first and Driscoll' s knee 
seemingly locked up. She fell to the ground in pain 
and was tagged out. 

She was helped off the field by members of the 
Bellaire coaching staff. 

"I think when Nikki went down we were all 
kind of nervous," Kaldor said. "Our coaches were 
screaming, 'what do we do, what do we do?', but 
she looked at me said, Tm not coming out.'" 

With a noticeable limp, Driscoll trotted back 
onto the field in the top of the second inning. 

One out into the inning, the injury was put to 
the test when the talented senior shortstop had to 

See, BELLAIRE, Page 82 

www.timesleaderonline.com 



Ferry 
(Continued from Page 17) 

A walk and a hit batsman got 
the hosts rolling in the first 
before Kelsey Carpenter chased 
home a run with a single and 
catcher Kayla Lewis plated two 
more with a base hit past second. 

Cerasoli' s lead off triple in the 
third and Carpenter's RBI field
er's choice gave the Riders a 4-0 
lead. 

The first of two singles by 
Megan Ware and the second of a 
pair of triples from Ashley Suto 
led to the next Ferry run in the 
fourth before a walk and the first 
Union Local error pushed two 
more across and make it 7-0. 

While the Jets did not score in 
their half of the fifth, freshman 

Buckeye 
(Continued from Page 17) 

Casey Hunter, playing right in 
place of Megun Kachur who'd 
already been lifted twice and thus 
had no caP.ability to re-enter, 
threw a stnke to third to nail the 
baserunner for the double play. 

"She'd have been safe 1f she'd 
have slid," Wheeling Park coach 
Dee Davis said, "but she didn't 
slide at all." 

Closser got a litUe antsy on the 
bench as the throw was made -
any type of bad throw would 
have given Park the lead - but 
was clearly happy with the result. 

It was more of what he'd been 
talking about. 

"We had a big-time throw from 
right field to double that runner 
off in the toP. of the inning," 
Closser said. 'Everybody's been 
picking each other up every game 
this year.'' 

Wheeling Park jumped out to a 
2-0 lead in the first inning on 

Jamie Smith did get the visitor's 
first hit of the game with a one
out single up the middle that 
broke up Cerasoli's no-hit bid. 

Jessica Hilton's double and 
another e1rnr made it 9-0 in the 
fifth before the only Ferry mis
cue of the day and sophomore 
Laura Griffin's double got 
Union Local its only run of the 
game. 

The Riders put things away in 
the sixth with a single and three 
more Jet errors. 

"We have been hitting the ball 
and running the bases very well 
and I hope that can continue," 
Cordery added. "We are swing
ing the bat well all the way 
through the lineup and we really 

back-to-back run-producing hits 
by Jen Gruber (a triple) and Jil 
Wright (a single). 

Buckeye Local got one. back in 
the bottom of the frame when 
Gina Hicks singled in Megan 
Bartrug. 

It remained that way - Park 
leading 2-1 - until the bottom 
of the sixth. 

That, Closser said, was unex
pected. 

"Considering the last time we 
played them it was 15-12, and 
after they got two in the first, we 
figured this was going to be a 
slugfcst," he said. "The game 
settled on. Did I think it was 
going to be one-run, 3-2? No. I 
thought it was going to be maybe 
11-10." 

The Panthers got a big break in 
the sixth, when Erica Stuart took 
advantage of a miscue in right 
field. She ripped a one-hop single 
to right that got away from the 

• Bellaire 
Continued from Page B 1 

don't have any easy outs in 
there. 

"Hopefu]ly we can continue 
playing this way, and we wiIJ be 
a team that will be difficult to 
deal with. 

"We also got another great 
perfonnancc from Angie. When 
she is on she 1s awfully tough to 
hit.'' 

Suto, Carpenter and Ware all 
had two hits for the winners 
while Lewis plated a pair of tal
lies. Along with her pitching per
formance, Cerasoli was also a 
menace at the plate, reaching all 
four times she hit. Along with a 
triple, she was hit by a pitch, 
reached on a pair of errors and 
scored three runs. 

fielder and bounced all the way to 
the wall. Stuart didn't stop run
ning until she reached the dugout, 
tying the score at 2. 
The timing on a three-base error 

couldn't have been worse for the 
Patriots. 

''Two mistakes,'' Davis said. 
"The play out there (the three
base error) should have only been 
a single and the girl didn't slide 
here (at third base) and got out. 
The next play was a little bunt 
hit. Two mistakes, that's a pretty 
good game for us, only two mis
takes.'' 

Gretchen earned the win for the 
Panthers. She struck out eight and 
walked six, while limiting Park to 
just three hits. 

Sparachane, again, took the 
tough-luck Joss despite striking 
out four and walking none. 

Hicks, Bartrug, and catcher 
Amanda Brown each had two hits 
for Buckeye Local. 

spri(llulto shallow left field to track down an Oak Glen 1 _ 1 h.it allowed Coulter to settle into a groove I op up. 

pas~~,,~ ~~tlt~i, t~etl;/;~:;~~te" ~,\'1ti~r1~~~0:;~i' ~,~/'~?t~ca~hcd oi" a 
Coulter mduced a 1-6-3 twin killin1r :;, c Jdm w 1cn 
lifc~n the bottom of the third inning: Bcllaire's bat's came slightly to 

Driscoll_ reached first on an error when there were '·llre·id . tw 
~ut~ •. C~1t:h~r Sarah J?elbcrt thc.n drew a walk. Driscoll c<.;mc J10~'.ne t~ scoic \I !Jell farn Whitely reached Oil allother Lady Bear error 
. 1Vle ct"':? playrng pretty good softball right now" i(·Jidor f%P ctu~c • We le1t ~ur ~ats at home a little longer than J ,~oukl have 
~a~d." ut ow defense Wds cxcept10nal and that's what kcpfus in the 

The one rnn appeared to be plenty as Coulter retired Oak GI · 
o_rdcr m both the fourth and fifth innings. Tasha Richard Jed of~

11
tJ;~ s,x~h with a double, but when she made a wide turn to third, Driscoll 

l
th1 cw to sophomore second baseman Michelle Tom Ian who prompt-)' put the tag on for the out. ' . '.'':f c u:~c Nikki on all of our cut-offs," Kaldor said. "We robabl . 
~l~~~afi'°'~,~~t_s i'.1 r~lay_ throws (from the outfield) than }e do oil 
at Bei°J.:~~c_'! I JJscolI Is probably the smartest player l have seen 

h. dTt~r:)udghl six -ii~nings, Coulter had allowed two base runners ·u1d a dee t 1c mrnI111um I 8 hitters. • ' 
~cm_~ire t•:~kc~l on tl.1ree insurance runs in the bottom of the sixth. 

bl t '"/\othc1 th,lll Dnscoll started the rally when she ripped a dou-
r. cht"t c l··ccnDte~, After a ground-out, Whitclv looJJcd a base 11,·t ,·11t·o ig o score nscoJL -- • • ;;wi cal

1
I :'am the spark-plug, and I don't think she likes it too we , ut s ie s really stepped up for us" K·1Ido1· sa,·d "W . )roung t , "ti th ·' ' , • c are a 

I., . e.1111 WI. 1 rec freshman, two sophomores and a jirnior who P ,,y, so these kids have really impressed me." 
. - Tomi~! then reached on an error and Ashley Mccorkle sinnled 
scor,mg 11tely. TomJan -- who had stolen second base durin ~ th ' 
~~t~,f~1ct'. came around to score when the ball was misplayed i~ th~ 

but~\'~v~;c2r t)/"'IIY got t~ Coulter for a run in the seventh inning 
thr;.e hit;,' struc~eo~!':i~·r:~,d ~:~:~;Y~~~r}~ftt~~une, Coulter allowed 

Amanda has been sick all day , t . I I d . (Sunday) " K·ilci ,. •d "S . " sc 100 an missed practice b . , ' or sa1 • o we d1dn?t really know wlnt to ex ect 
ut~ _thm~/l'e threw the best game she's ever thrown tor' us toni01t ,; 

runs I~~~~cd ed ,the '.vay fm Bellaire with a single, double and t\\;o 
C It, .. 1 . hDefe~~lVely, she had three put-outs and three assists. ou er ~-'~o d,d a smgle to g_o a]ong With her pilching antics. 
Gk';;l~~l~~;;n~?;:~~~1

1! ~~t~J\~t~~un{or each had a single for Oak 
Lmescore: 
Oak Glen 
Bellaire 
BATTERIES: 

000 000 1 -- 1 3 5 
001 003 X -- 4 5 [ 

McMichael and Boyd. Coulter and Delbert. 
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Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Buckeye Local's Brianna Finey (42) is tagged out by John Marshall's Emily McDermott during ectlon of their Ohio Val
ley Athletic Conference Class "AAAA semifinal game Wednesday at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Complex. JM won, 4-2. 

Third Time 
A·Charm? 

John Marshall to play in OVAC 4-A title game for third straight year 
By TRACY WATSON 
For The Intelligencer 

John Marshall interim head coach Ed 
West hopes that the third time will be 
the chann for his Lady Monarchs in the 
OV AC Class AAAA championship 
game Saturday afternoon. 

But for right now, West and his squad 
are just happy to escape Wednesday's 
semifinal with a hard-fought victory 
over second-seeded Buckeye Local. 

Junior slugger Vanessa Ilovar ripped 
two triples and a double and freshman 
pitcher Sarah Swager fanned six in 2 ½ 
mnings as John Marshall scored four 
runs in the initial three innings and held 
on for a 4-2 victory over the Panthers at 
the Chambers I-4 70 Complex. 

The victory moves the Monarchs (19-
7) into Saturday's 12:15 p.m. champi
onship contest against cdisoo, a 3-0 
winner over Brooke. It will be John 
Marshall's third consecutive trip to the 
finals, having lost by one run to the 
Wildcats and Wheeling Park the past 
two campaigns. 

"This Is our third chance in three 
years, and we are hoping to come 

Edison tops 
Brooke, stands 
in JM's way 

ByCHRISTOPHERS.NASH 
Staff Writer 

Pitr.hinu 11nrl tfpfpn~ l'!ln t"!lrrv vnn 11 

through this year," West said. "I really 
believe we have a good shot this year ... 
the Wildcats are the team to beat until 
someone steps UJ;> and does it" 

The first three mninp were the differ
ence in Wednesday s game with the 
Monarchs bashing stx of their nine hits 
and taking advantage of all four of 
Buckeye Local's errors early on. 

After Courtoey McGilton reached on a 
two-out single, Ilovar blasted a shot 
deep down the right-field line that 
kicked up chalk for an RBI triple. The 
alert junior then raced home on an 
errant Panther (13-4) throw to put the 
designated visitors up by a 2-0 score. . 

John Marshall made It 3-0 in the sec
ond as starting pitcher Devon Heilman 
reached on an error, went to second on a 
Brin Morris single and scored on an 
error after catther Emily McDermott 
reached on a bunt sincle. 

Ilovnr got the Monarch machine 
rolling again in the third, this time with 
a leadoff triple deep to ceoterfield. She 
scored four pitches later on Samantha 
Stout's sacnfice fly to left for a 4-0 
reading. 

"The early part of the game really 
killed us," Buckeye Local coach Barry 
Closser said. "We couldn't get the bats 
going early, and then we gave them a 
couple of runs. The story was really the 
early innings. 

"When we did get runners on, we 
couldn't do anything with thelll, 

"We probably could have played 
deeper on Ilovar early on, but she is just 
such a great hitter. We were also a !title 
surprised that they started (Devon) Hell
man. We started Casey Magyar because 
Tabetha Gretchen threw a fot of pitches 
(Wednesday) and Casey has done a fine 
for us all year." 

Gretchen entered to pitch in the second 
inning for the Panthers, but the early 
damage had already been done. Buck
eye was able to control the Monarch hit
ters for most of the rest of the game. 

Closser' s club did have opportunities, 
stranding two runners in scoring posi
tion in the first two innings before 
appearing ready to break through in the 
fourth. 

Please See CHARM, Page 19 
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fchoto by Alex Kozlowski 

Buckeye Local's Brianna Finey (42) Is tagged out by John Marshall's Emily McDermott during action of their Ohio Val
ley Athletic Conference Class 'MM semifinal game Wednesday at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Complex. JM won, 4-2. 

Third Time 
A·Charm? 

John Marshall to play in OVAC 4-A title game for third straight year 
By TRACY WATSON 
For The Intelligencer 

John Marshall interim head coach Ed 
West hopes that the third time will be 
the charm for his Lady Monarchs in the 
OV AC Class AAAA championship 
game Satarday afternoon. 

But for right now, West and his squad 
are just happy to escape Wednesday's 
semifinal with a hard-fought victory 
over second-seeded Buckeye Local. 

Junior slugger Vanessa Ilovar ripped 
two triples and a double and freshman 
pitcher Sarah Swager fanned six in 2 ½ 
mnings as John Marshall scored four 
runs in the initial three innings and held 
on for a 4-2 victory over the Panthers at 
the Chambers I-4 70 Complex. 

The victory moves the Monarchs (19-
7) into Saturday's 12: I 5 p.m. champi
onship contest against Edison, a 3-0 
winner over Brooke. It will be John 
Marshall's third consecutive trip to the 
finals, having lost by one run to the 
Wildcats and Wheeling Park the past 
two campaigns. 

"This is our third chance in three 
years, and we are hoping to come 

Edison tops 
Brooke, stands 
in JM's way 

By CHRISTOPHER S. NASH 
Staff Writer 

Pitching and defense can carry you a 
long way in softball. 

And for the Edison Wildcats, that 
includes a berth in the OV AC Class 
AAAA championship game. 
Lakyn Bendle fanned seven batters and 

allowed only one hit, leading No. !
seeded Edison (I 5-5) past Brooke 3-0, 
in the semifinals of the tournament 
Wednesday evening at the I-470 Com-
plex in Wheeling. . 

"She pitched a very fine game," said 
Edison coach Spencer Bendle. "That hit 
there was probably my fault 
"I called a pitch I probably shouldn't 

have called, but she dido 't hit her spot 
either, so I guess we are both to blqme." 

The lone hit tallied against Bendle 
came with two outs in the seventh, as 
Megan Riggs split the gap between first 
and second for a single. 

Ironically, the Wildcats also ended the 
game on the play, as Amy Bullock was 
thrown out at the plate trying to score 
from first Bullock had reached with a 
walk. 

"They mrule a nice defensive play to 
get the girl out at home," said Brooke 
coach Jim Ciccbirillo. "We also made a 
nice defensive play at the plate earlier in 
the game. 

"Both teams played very good 
defense.'' 

The defensive play in the game mir
rored the effort being put forth on the 
mound, as both defenses turned in sever-

through this year," West said. "I really 
believe we have a good shot this year ... 
the Wildcats are the team to beat until 
someone steps UJ,l and does it" 

The first three tnninp were the differ
ence in Wednesda:t s game with the 
Monarchs bashing six of their nine hits 
and taking advantage of all four of 
Buckeye Local's errors early on. 

After Courtney McGilton reached on a 
two-out single, Ilovar blasted a shot 
deep down the right-field line that 
kicked up chalk for an RBI triple. The 
alert junior then raced home on an 
errant Panther (13-4) throw to put the 
designated visitors up by a 2-0 score. 

John Marshall made it 3-0 in the sec: 
and as starting pitcher Devon Heilman 
reached on an error, went to second on a 
Bria Morris single and scored on an 
error after catcher Emily McDermott 
reached on a bunt single. 

Ilovar got the Monarch machine 
rolling again in the third, this time with 
a leadoff triple deep to centerfield. She 
scored four pitches later on Samantha 
Stout's sacnfice fly to left for a 4-0 
reading. 

"The early part of the game really 
killed us," Buckeye Local coach Barry 
Closser said. "We couldn't get the bats 
going early, and then we gave them a 
couple of runs. The story was really the 
early innings. 

"When we did get runners on, we 
couldn't do anything with them. 

"We probably could have played 
deeper on Ilovar early on, but she is just 
such a great hitter. We were also a httle 
surprised that they started (Devon) Heil
man. We started Casey Magyar because 
Tabetha Gretchen threw a lot of pitches 
(Wednesday) and Casey has done a fine 
for us all year.'' 

Gretchen entered to pitch in the second 
inning for the Panthers, but the early 
damage had already been done. Buck
eye was able to control the Monarch hit
ters for most of the rest of the game. 

Classer's club did have opportunities, 
stranding two runners in scoring posi
tion in the first two innings before 
appearing ready to break through in the 
fourth. 

Please See CHARM, Page 19 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Edison pitcher Lakyn Bendle works to the plate during action of the WIid
cats' OVAC Class AAAA semifinal game vs. Brooke Thursday at the J.B. 
Chambers 1-470 Complex. Edison won the game, 3-0. 

al nice plays to keep runners off the base 
paths. 

Edison finally found a way through the 
Brooke defense in the sixth. 

Jo Beth Householder reached on a 
fielder's choice with two outs, before 
Bendle walked to put runners at first and 
second. 

Annie Kovalesky then came through 
for the Wildcats with a double that 

brou?ht home Householder for the 
game s first - and eventual winning -
run. 

But Edison wasn't through yet, as 
Katelyn Givens put a ball in play that 
Brooke couldn't come up with, allowing 
two more runs to score for a 3-0 advan
tage. 

Please See EDISON, Page 19 
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OVAC Softball 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski Martins Ferry's Magan Ware (00) slides back Into second base as Magnolia's Alycia Ball prepares to apply a tag during action of their OVAC Class AAA semifinal Thursday at the J.B. Chambers 1--470 Complex. Watching the play Is umpire Jon Hamm. Farry won, 7-1 

Enjoying the Ride 
Cerasoli pitches Martins Ferry into OVAC Class AAA finals against Harrison Central 

By TRACY WATSON contest at the Chambers I-470 fine fielding plays. Alycia Bell did ond, on two singles, four Blue For The Intelligencer fields. work a one-out walk in the seventh. E:ui-le-, mi!.rnP~ Rnrl ~ mullr 
rn~rh lP~ll rn .. rla .... , 1-.n,, 1.. •• :1,. - '1"1.. - •• • • 

FRIDAY 
APRIL 29, 2005 

• 
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Cameron to 
play in first 
Class A final 

By DON CLEGG 
For The Intelligencer 

The third time proved to be the charm for 
the Cameron girls' softball team Thursday afternoon. 

Coach Mark Witzberger's Dragons (14-8) avenged a pair of regular-season losses to • Bishop Donahue (13-6) with a 6-3 triumph in the OV AC Class A semifinals at the Cfuun. 
hers I-4 70 complex in Wheeling. 

The revenge win earned Cameron its first. 
ever berth in the OV AC championship game. 

The Dragons will return to the Chambers complex Saturday at 2 p.m. to battle topseeded Bellaire St John Central (I 9-2) for the OV AC sin.Ide-A crown. • 
Coach Jerry Magistro's Lady Irish advanced with a 9-1 win over Linsly in Thursday's 

other small-school semifinal. 
"We talked about losing to them (BishoR Donahue) twice during the regular season, ' said Witzberger. "We knew we bad to play better in order to beat them and m1, girls stepped up and accepted the challenge. ' 

Sophomore ace Lacey Tustin led the way on the mound for Cameron. 
Tustin carried a no-bitter into the bottom of the fifth 11Dd kept Bishop Donahue off the scoreboard until there were two out in the bottom of the seventh. 
"Lacey's been our workhorse all year," said Witzberger. "I've l'robably pitched her too much, really, for a first-time starter but she's very smart and really knows what she's 

doinfli~: there. "I • we played one ofour best defensive 
games of the season behind her, as well, and that's something that's been a problem for us 
at times.'' 

While Tustin and the Cameron defense were holding the No. 2-seeded Bishops at bay, the 
Dra.i;ons still bad to fmd a way to score. 

Btshop Donahue hurler JoBeth Gross and the Donahue defense bad held Cameron to just one run in 14 innings during the regular season. 
The Dragons equaled that output in the top 

of the second. 
Tustin reached base with a one-out single and Michelle Caln then ripped a shot into ihe 

bole between third and short 
As the left fo~lder charged the hard-hit grounder, the ball struck the lip of the outfield grass and bounced several feet over the outfieJder's h.P.:ui for :1 rulil-lu,n PlH h-tn1,.. 



Photo by Alex Kozlowski Martins Ferry's Megan Ware (00) slides back into second base as Magnolia's Alycia Bell prepares to apply a teg during action of their OVAC Class AAA semifinal Thursday at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Complex. Watching the play Is umpire Jon Hamm. Ferry won, 7-1 

Enjoying the Ride 
Cerasoli pitches Martins Ferry into OVAC Class AAA finals against Harrison Central 

By TRACY WATSON 
For The Intelligencer 

Coach Jess Cordery has built a 
well-oiled machine in Martins 
Ferry, as bis girls' softball team is 
fundamentally sound in every 
aspect . 

However, while there are many 
contributors, the engine that makes 
the Purple Rider machine go is 
pitcher Angie Cerasoli. Thursday 
afternoon, the senior mighty-mite 
was at her best While that was bad 
news for Magnolia, it equalled a 
trip to the OV AC Class AAA 
championship game for Cordery's 
bunch. 

Cerasoli scattered three hits, fan
ning nine and walking only two, 
while retiring 13 of the final 14 
batters she faced and Ferry took 
advantage of eight Blue Eagle 
walks and five errors in earning a 
7-1 victory in an OVAC semifinal 

contest at the Chambers I-4 70 
fields. 

The victory moves the powerful 
Riders (16-3) into Saturday mom
ing' s 10:30 championship tilt 
against Harrison Central. Mean
while, Charlie Howell's Magnolia 
squad falls to 16-13 on the cam-
paign. . 

"That is as good as I have seen 
Angie P,itch in a month," Cordery 
said. ' She really moved the ball 
around well and did a good job 
changing speeds. When she is on 
like that, it really makes the game 
easy to call for the coaching staff. 

"Angie was in a groove tonight 
and had command, and she can 
really dominate hitters when that 
happens.'' 

Ma~olia was only able to muster 
one smgle in each of the first three 
innings before Cerasoli set down 
11 in a row, with the help of some 

fine fielding plays. Alycia Bell did 
work a one-out walk in the seventh, 
however, Cerasoli fanned the final 
two hitters to close the game. 
The Blue Eagles' only run came in 

the top of the first and was 
unearned. Bethany Howell led off 
with a single just ahead of a walk to 
losing pitcher Brooke Keene. 

Following a pair of strikeouts, 
Kayla Brill reached on a error with 
Howell crossing the dish to make it 
1-0. Cerasoli made sure the walk to 
Keene did not come back to hurt 
her when she hustled home follow
ing a wild pitch, took a perfect 
throw from catcher Kayla Lewis, 
and nailed Keene at the plate for 
the final out of the frame. 

Martins Ferry took the lead for 
good in the bottom of the inning on 
a one-out, two-run single by senior 
Lynsey Agnew. The Purf?le Riders 
pushed across four more m the sec-

ond, on two singles, four Blue 
Eagle miscues and a walk. 

Kelsey Carpenter's fielder's 
choice provided the only RBI of the 
inning for the designated hosts. Jes
sica Hilton singled home the final 
run of the game in the fourth as 
Ferry moved to a 7-1 advantage. 

"Our goal is to try and put pres
sure on the defense by keeping our 
runners in motion, and that helped 
us take advantage of their errors 
early on," Cordery added. "We 
have good sticks throughout our 
entire lineup, and it is tough to 
pitch to us because we usually put 
the ball in play. 

"Our defense also played well 
after giving them a run in the first 
inning, but that may be my fault for 
not warming them enough before 
the game. 

Please See RIDERS, Page 22 

, , .., .......__...\..-U uuuu1,. 1U.:tUJ!:'; tU lllCJll l-DISilOP, 
Donahue) twice during the regular season, ' 
said Witzberger. "We knew we had to play 
better in order to beat them and mx girls 
stepped up and accepted the challenge. ' 

Sophomore ace Lacey Tustin led the way on 
the mound for Cameron. 

Tustin carried a no-hitter into the bottom of 
the fifth and kept Bishop Donahue off the 
scoreboard until there were two out in the 
bottom of the seventh. 

"Lacey's been our workhorse all year," 
said Wltzberger. "I've probably pitched her 
too much, really, for a first-time starter but 
she's very smart and really knows what she's 
doin~?nu~ there. "I • we played one ofour best defensive 
games of the season behind her, as well, and . 
ihat's something that's been a problem for us at times.•• 

While Tustin and the Cameron defense were 
holding the No. 2-seeded Bishops at bay, the 
Dra,gons still had to find a way to score. 

Bishop Donahue hurler JoBeth Gross and 
the Donahue defense had held Cameron to 
just one run in 14 innings during the regular season. 

The Dragons equaled that output in the top 
of the second. 

Tustin reached base with a one-out single 
and Michelle Cain then ripped a shot into the 
bole between third and short 

As the left fielder charged the hard-hit 
grounder, the ball struck the lip of the outfield 
grass and bounced several feet over the out
fielder's head for a bad-hop RBI triple. 

Cameron broke the game open with four 
unearned runs in the top of the fourth. 

Kori Gouldsberry got things started with a 
leadoff double and moved to third on a one
out throwing error that put Tustin on base. 

After Tustin stole second, both runners 
scored on a throwing error and Jene! Lewis 
capped the uprising with an RBI smile. 

Amanda Hartley tacked on an msurance 
run in the top of the seventh for a 6-0 Drag- . 
on lead and Tustin retired the first two bat
ters in the bottom of the frame only to hit the 
wall. 

Four straight walks erased the zero from the 
Donahue side of the scoreboard and a two-run 
single by Katie Beiter left runners on first and 
second and brought the tying run to the plate. 

Tustin bore down to get the final out on a 
tapper in front of the plate and Cameron was 
in the finals. 

Please See CAMERON, Page 22 

Class AA: Wheeling Central Battles, Takes Out Monroe By MIKE HUGHES 
Slaff Writer 

Wheeling Central and Monroe 
Central were scoreless through 
three innings of their OV AC 
Class AA semifinal matcbup 
Thursday evening. 

But with one swing of the bat, 
the Maroon Knights' Kayla Gray 
changed a blealc situatmn into 
one of great prosper. 
Gray crushed a Leekcyia Brown 

pitched over the fence in left field 
fora two-run shot, fueling an 8-1 
Wheeling Central victory at the I-
4 70 Complex in Wheeling. 

Brown had sat down nine 

Maroon Knights in order before 
Casey Savage reached safely to 
start the fourth. 

Savage bit a dribbler down the 
third base line that Brown fielded 
and fired to first, a split-second 
too late. 

Two batters later, Gray sent a 
pitch deep to left, bouncing off 
the fence and out of play for a 
round-tripper. 

Prior to the fourth inning, 
Brown collected five strikeouts 
and while the Knights' hitters 
were foulini off the ball left and 
right, _they Just couldn't seem to 
put II ID play. 

"I thought we were right on tOP, 
of the ball and we kept battling, ' 
Wheeling Central co-head coach 
Ambrose Bober explained. "AU I 
thought we needed was to catch a 
break and then Kayla hit a home 
run and it kind of went from 
there.'' 

It was Gray's only hit of the 
game, but it was a big one and 
not just in ternIS of runs. 

Brown is one of the toughest 
pitchers around to crack and her 
defense is just as tough behind 
her. 

But Gray's blast seemed to take 
the air out of the Semino,Ies' 

defense, and while it might not of 
affected Brown, it did lier team
mates. 

"She pitched well the first three 
innings but they got that one off 
of her and it affected a lot of us," 
Monroe Central head coach 
Missy Knowlton said. "But 
Wheeling Central hit the ball 
well, we can't take that away 
from us.'' 

In a tight-knit game between 
two teams with quality arms on 
the mound, the first one to blink, 
or in this case commit an error, 
usually loses. 

And in the fifth inning, Mouroe 

blinked, four times actually, that 
led to a four-spot for Wheeling 
Central and a 6-1 Maroon 
Knights' lead. 

"We try to stress that to the 
girls that the the team that makes 
the least mistakes almost always 
wins," Wheeling Central co-head 
coach Rick Magruder explained. 

In the crucial fifth inning, Kat 
Stiglich hit a ball to left that was 
dropped with one out, allowing 
her to advance to second. No. 9 
hitter Andi Burke then came 
through with a two-strike single 
into right field that scored 
Stiglich. 

After Brown sat down Savage 
on a called third strike, two 
more errors followed, allowing 
Valerie Palmer and Gray to get 
on base. 

Angie Petros then stroked the 
first of two doubles, this one to 
the gap in right-center that scored 
both Palmer and Gray for the 6-0 
advantage. 
Central tacked two more runs on 

in the seventh when Savage 
scored on an error and Palmer 
was driven in on Petros' second 
double. 

Please See CLASS AA, Page 22 



Class AA 
(Continued from Page 19) 

All told, the Seminoles commit
ted seven errors in the field. 

Garan worked the plate well, 
hitting her spots and keeping the 
'Noles' hitters off-balance. 

"This wasn't the same group that 
l 've come to know nnd love,'' 
Knowlton said with a laugh, talk
ing about her team's play in the 
field. "We made some inexperi
ence-type mistakes that you can't 
make at this point in the season." 

The defensive 'miscues were 
compounded when coupled with 
the Job Knights' pitcher Cassie 
Garan was doing on the mound. 

She surrendered only five hits 
and one run - on a triple to 
catcher Taylor Jorris in the fourth 
inning - striking out eight and 
walking one in the process. 
"Absolutely, Cassie pitched well 
tonight," Bober said of his 
hurler. "Eight strikeouts and one 
walk, she couldn't miss." 

Park 

The Maroon Knights (20-4 ), 
winners of I 6 straight games. 

(Continued from Page 19) 
The Park sweep was completed 

by freshman Steve D' Angelo in 
No. 2 singles. 

Georgie Ccssoff 10-8. 
"I was hoping to win it, but I 

knew I would have to play against 
a lot of great players," said 
D'Angclo. In one of the most intense 

matchups of the tournament, 
D' Angelo slipped past the CadeLs' 

• 'Cassoff played a great match 
and I was lucky to pull it out." 

Riders 
(Continued from Page 19) 

"When we really get into thin¥s 
our defense can be very tough.' 

Cordcry can now tum his atten
tion to Harrison Central, which 
upset the Riders' arch-rival Bel-

team. They hit the bail well and 
arc a good fielding team. It 
should be a very good gmne and 
I look forward to it." 

laire on \Vcdncsday night. . 
"! watched them play the other 

night, and they are a very good 

Cameron 
(Continued from Page 19) 

Despite some late-game control 
problems - six of her nine 
walks came in the final two 
innings - Tustin surrendered 

7:clison 
(Contlnned from Page 17) 

"We are trying to •build our 
program to the level of Edison," 
said Cicchirillo. "They seem to 
be the top program in the Valley, 
and we want to get on thelf 
level.'' 

While some might have been 
surprised by the effort put forth 
by the Bruins, Bendle wasn't one 
of them. 

"Both times we played Brooke 
in the regular season this year, 
we kind of controlled the game," 
said Bendle. "But anytime you 
get Brooke in the OV AC or the 
postseason, you know they will 
rise to the occasion. 

"We knew they would play 
tough and we expected a low-

Charm 
(Continued from Page 17) 

Gretchen worked a leadoff 
walk just ahead of Jamie Filiip
pi's double to put runners nt sec
ond and third with no one out. 
However, Heilman got a ground
out before Amanda Brown 
grounded back to the mound 
with Heilman throwing her out at 
first and llovar gunning the ball 
home to McDermott to nail 
Gretchen at the plate for the dou
ble play. 

Buckeye Local cut the lead in 
half in the fifth when Megan 
Kachur tripled to lead off the 
frame and scored on Ashley 
Miller's shot back through the 
box. 
After Mei,an Bartrug's RBI sin

gle made 1t 4-2, West went to 
:he bullpen to bring in Swager. 

The freshman fanned the first 
:wo hitters she faced to end the 
nning before setting down a pair 

Leadoff hitter Ashley Suto sin
gled three times for Ferry while 
Agnew singled twice and chased 
home a pair of runs for the win
ners. 

only three singles and the Bish
ops only got two balls out of the 
infield nil day. 

Gouldsberry was the only player 
on either team with multiple hits, 
spanking out a double and single. 

OV AC Class A semifinal 
Bellaire St. John's 9, 

Linsly I 
At Bellaire, Mcghan Johnson 

struck out eight, while Ellie 
Swartz, and Amber lrwin, and 
Laraine Skorich each drove in 
two runs, helping Bellaire St. 
John's ( 19-2) dispatch of Linsiy 

• and advance to the OV AC Class 
A championship game. 
Johnson, for the second consec

utive game, gave up just one hit, 
a fourth-inning single by Jessica 
Schucht in the fourth. 

scoring game tonight" 
The Bruins also got a stellar 

pitching performance from 
Caitlin Kocher. Only a freshman, 
Kocher struck out three and lim
ited the Wildcats to five hits. 

"She (Kocher) did a fine job," 
said Bendle. "She will be a very 
fine _pitcherfor them." 

Edison will now face John Mar
shall, a 4-2 winner over Buckeye 
Local, in the Class AAAA title 
game to be played Saturday at 
the I-470 Complex. 
"It should be a heck of a battle 

here Saturday," said Bendle. "I 
thought coming into the season 
that John Marshall maybe had 
the most talented offensively of 
any team in the Valley. " 

on strikes in each of the final two 
frames. 

"Sarah (Swager) has really 
come on for us this year," West 
admitted. "She has increased her 
speed and done a great job with 
her control. We are just so 
pleased with her. 

"Devon also did a nice job 
early on, but we felt she was get
ting tired and it was time for a 
move. 

"Our defense also did an out
stnndinll job and we just contin
ue to hit the ball with Vanessa 
leading the, way. She has just 
crushed the ball for three years 
and has never slowed down since 
her freshman year." 

McDermott singled twice for 
the winners with Stout chasing 
home a run. Fillippi singled and 
doubled while Miller and 
Barqug collected RBIs for the • 
Panthers. 
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Pooto by Alex Kozlowski 

Marlins Ferry pitcher Angle Cerasoli winds up and fires to the plate during action of the Pur~ 
pie Riders' game against Magnolia Thursday. 

Bellaire Moves On 
-East Liverpool's Carr takes tough-luck loss vs. Edison 
' Bellaire's Jay Ofat outdueled scored three runs in the third just over the third baseman's 
Meadowbrook's Znch Zifzal, and two more in the fifth to win head. 
'leading the Big Reds to a 4:2 by a pair, despite being outhit 6- Cory Carr singled, and hit a 
'Win over the Colts (10-9) m 3 by the Blue Devils (14-4). two-run homer for East Llver-
,OV AC Class AAA quarterfmal Buckeye Local 15, pool. 
action Thursday. Brooke 14 SOFfBALL 

Regular Season 
Stenbenvllle 26, 

Toronto I 

Keith Sechrest collected a pair At Connorvilie, Zack McKim 
of singles and drove in two runs, singled, tripled, and drove in 
while Dirk Soland plated a run- three, as Buckeye Local scored 
ner with an RBI double. Ofat five runs in the bottom of the 
added a pair of singles at the seventh to get past Brooke, 
plate. He gave up just four hits Edison 4, 
on the mound. East Liverpool 3 

, Zifzal struck out eight in the At Richmond, Aaron Hilt 
:1osing effort. Jordan Potts had drove in a run with one out in 
~e hits of the Colts four hits the bottom of the seventh, 
including a double. Ryan Doutt breaking a 3-all tie and lifting 
had the other hit - a single - Edison ( 11-9) to a one-run win 
and drove in a run. over East Liverpool. 

Regular Season Taking the tough-luck Joss for 
SteubenvlUe Central 13, the Potters was Brandon Carr, 

Toronto 1 who at one point sat down 1 9 
At Toronto, John Koehnlein consecutive batters. 

scattered sill hits and struck out Back-to-back errors, followed 
'seven, as Steubenville Central a three-run hoiner by Kyle 
walloped Toronto (13-9). Keeder to start the first got the 

Koehnlein helped himself at Wildcats off to a hot start, but 
the plate with two singles, a Carr settled into a groove there-
triple and two RBIs. after. 
• Mike Freshwater had two sin- In the seventh, Edison got a 
gies for Toronto. runner on via another East Liv-

Buckeye Trail 5, erpool error. He moved to third 
Beallsville 3 on a passed ball, and scored on 

At Beallsville, Buckeye Trail Hilt's single to left, which was 

At Toronto, an I I-run third 
inning helped Big Red (16-6) 
bash Toronto. 

Maelynn Johnson rir.ped three 
doubles and a sing e, as she 
drove in seven runs, while 
Catherine Moore tripled and 
drove in four more. Winning 
pitcher Elaina Wesftall added 
three RBIs, while Vanessa 
Clark, Whitney Petrella, and 
Courtney Sanders each drove In 
two runs. 

Andrea Thomas tripled and 
drove home the lone run for the 
Red Knights (5-11). 

Buckeye Trail 12, 
Beallsville I 

At Beallsville, Lacy Black 
drove in three runs and Raine 
Lowry added two RBIs, leading 
Buckeye Trail (8-11) past 
Beallsvme. 

Erin Doughty drove In the 
Blue Devils' lone run. 

• Riders----------------
Continued from Page 81 

Carpenter to score. 
"We want to put pressure on 

defense by moving runners and 
we always look for an extra 
base," Cordory said. "It makes it 
tougher on the defense because 
they start looking around for us 
and aren't conccntraling quite as 
much on making the play." 

The final Fcrrv run came in 
the fourth when -Agnew deliv
ered a single into right. Arter the 
ball was misplayed, she moved 
up to second. She took third on a 
wild pitch and Jessica Hilton 
drove her home with a base hit. 

"We really like the make-up 

of our order," Cordery said. 
"You have to pitch to everybody 
and you have to pitch everybody 
honest because we have so many· 
girls who can hit the bail." 
~ While the Lady Blue Eagles 
were kicking the ball around to a 
tu.1e of five errors, the Ferrians 
were guilty of just the first
inning miscue, 

"The early enors might be my 
fault for not warming them up 
well enough," Cordery joked. 
"Again, once we .settle down, I 
really feel that we are one of the 
best defensive teams in the area." 

Martins Ferry will now meet 

Harrison Central, which elimi
nated Bellaire Wednesday nigl1t, 
today at 4:30 p.m. for the title. 

"l sat here (Wednesday night) 
and watched Harrison Central 
play Bellaire and I am looking 
forward to it because it's goi11g 
to be u good game," Conlcry 
advised. 

"They are a good hitting tc,1111 

and they play well fundamental
ly." 

Linescorc: 
Magnolia 100 000 o 1 3 r:, 
Martins Ferry 240100 x 7 8 1 
BATTERIES: Keene and Brill. 

Cerasoli and Lewis. 
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Ins/dB Ferry ·wins 3-A softball title 

,, • Editor' . 
• 0Ropert ~Btlbba~,Kapral 

,bial/lral OUmestearfuronllrie.com. 
', ,' . ' 

• Cerasoli leads 
Riders to first 
title since 2000 
By SETH $TASKEY 
Tlmes Leader Sports Wrtter 

Stick-to-itiveness bas been 
key for the Martins Ferry Lady 
Riders softball team. 

The Lady Riders were on the 
top of the OV AC Class 3-A soft
ball mountain in 2000. 

After four years and no titles, 
the Lady Riders got back to the 
top perch Friday evening, band
ing Cinderella Harrison Central 
a decisive 8-2 setback at Lisa's 
Field at the I-4 70 Chambers 
Complex in Elm Grove. 

"This is a great feeling"," said 
Ferry bead coach Jess Cordery. 

·• • ': Writers • ''These kids here are such a 
, Seth Stask~y team. Not one of them puts her-
. Jeremy' Mldel self above each other and Ibey 

. _ ... R_ickcDetuca all come to play every day." 
· ·G - ··M · t The Lady Riders won the reg-

' :i,.:·. . regg, . on gomery uiar season title a year ago, but 
' ' 3\tRMark;Dierkes. . ted • gh 
' i;':,.:::i: filloh:;Gibson ' ,\ ' ; ' were ous III a tau game to 
L0;~¼lJIJ6nn/il;'Y~a'gEiF;< •{/ j ~::nu:i~a.toumrunent champion 

/ • • .:._,,,,,:';:,,.:,,-,.,.i; .: , While the Lady Riders have 
k'.;\;i,g:Pti~~r11Pl'!!!rB• become a fixture for making 
f/':--,,:':>c<l'v1jc:ijae!M!;l111:Villa runs deep into the OVAC tour-
,::., _'.;Y,"'e····· ,,.,,o,'s''eph ney, Harrison Central got out of . , .. ,, ., ":;u ' .. 

' Jajnyak the first round for the first time 
in its brief school history. 

~®ie:llmes Leader 
,;.\;~{: ,;._~,·:::: 
i~,200 South Fourth Street 
, ;\}Martins Ferry, Ohio 43935 
le\,/' • 633-1131 
I· t'';toll'free 1-800-244-5671 
, __ ,C)N THE COVER 

H. Pholo.MICHAEL HARVILLA 
MARTINS FERRY pitcher 
Angle Cerasoli and her catch
er Kayla Lewis embrace after 
the final out of Friday's OVAC 
Class 3-A championship 
game. Ferry toppled Harrison 
8-2 for the title. 

Log on to 

""tPw;l&Dslmw,111 
.com 

Stay Connected to the 
Outside World 

"We definitely didn't come 
down here to get second," said 
Harrison head coach Donnie 
Bethel. "I am proud of my team 
because we are extremely young 
and we'll be back." 

The difference In the game as 
is normally the case In softball 
was on the mound. 

Martins Ferry senior Angie . 
Cerasoli was again her normal 
·self, while the Purple offense 
touched up Harrison Central ace 
Katy Leeper for 15 base bits and 
six earned runs. 

''The difference in the game 
was pitching," Bethel said. 
"Cerasoli did what she was sup
posed to do. She carried them 
until their bats could come alive, 
and to be honest we expected 
nothing less. Today, Angie 
Cerasoli was a better pitcher 
than we were bitters." 

Cerasoli - who was left hold
ing the trophy during the team 
pictures after the game - was 
once again the rock that Cordery 
bas come to expect 

''We depend on Angie a lot," 
Cordery said. "We bit the ball 
and put it in play and Angie 
keeps us close until we can get 
our offense going." 

For the game, Cerasoli fanned 
. 14 and allowed two base on 

T•L Pho!l>'MICHAEL HARVILLA 
MARTINS FERRY senior Lynsey Agnew slides safely Into home against Harrison Central 
catcher Chelsea Cocanougher who ls attempting to block the plate during the fifth Inning of the 
OVAC Class 3-A title game Friday evening at Chambers' 1-470 Complex. 

balls. Both of the Harrison runs 
were earned in the sixth Inning. 
All told, she allowed seven hits. 

After missing a golden oppor
tunity In the first to score when it 
got three runners aboard, the 
Ferry offense got ii cranked up 
in the fourth. 

"They made plays (in that 
first inning)," Cordery said. ''We 
just didn't change our game-plan 
because we like to use speed and 
pressure on the defense and we 
hope they'll eventually break." 

Clean-up hitter Kelsey 
Carpenter led off the fourth with 

a single and that was followed 
by a Lynsey Agnew base knock. 

After an out was recorded on 
the infield, Megan Ware deliv
ered the first timely bit of the 
contest, slapping a single into 
right, scoring Carpenter. 

Jessica Hilton then reached 
on a fielder's choice that allowed 
Agnew to race home. An error 
during the play, allowed Ware to 
sprint borne, putting the Ferrlans 
up by a 3-0 score. 

The three-run cushion was. 
plenty for Cerasoli. She fol
lowed ~ offensive spurt with a 

three-up, three-down fifth where 
she fanned two. 

The Ferry offense added five 
more runs in the bottom of the 
fifth to all but seal the deal. 

Stephanie Payne and Cerasoli 
both reached with base hits. 
After a ground-out moved both 
up a base, setting the tabe once 
again for Agnew. 

She came through with a two
run, bustling double into shallow 
Ieftfield. Kayla Lewis followed 
with a RBI single to score 
Agnew. Ware came up with bcr 

. See, RIDERS, Page 3 

■ 

• 

I 

I 

, 



H. Photo/MICHAEL HARVILlA 

MARTINS FERRY junior Ashley Suto Is Is tagged out at the plate by Harrison Central catcher 
Chelsea Coconougher In the first Inning of Friday's OVAC Class 3-A softball title game at the 
Chambers 1-470 Complex In Elm Grove. Despite the out, Ferry went on to post a 8-2 victory to 
capture lts :first title since the 2000 season. • 

• Ferry-'-------'---------'-----

continuect from Page 2 

second bit of the contest, putting 
runners on first and second. 
"···Jlilton drew a )Valk to load the 
sac kit: ruiii pinch bitter Megan 
Anzak drew a free pass, forcing 
Lewis borne. Hard-bitting sec
ond baseman Ashley Suto pro
duced a sacrifice fly to center 
that allowed Ware to score the 
fifth tally of the inning. 

Ferry eventually loaded the 
bases again, but Leeper finally 
got out of the frame when she 
induced a pop-up on the infield. 

"Our defense cracked a little 
bit," Bethel said. "(Katy) seemed 
to lose some of her confidence, 
but she battled the entire game 
and I am proud of her." 

Harrison got two runs in the 
top of the sixth when Andrea 

Davis ripped a double to score 
Chelsea Coconougher from first 
Davis was eventually driven In 
by Melinda Dunlap with a sin
gle. 

"You saw our real team In the 
sixth inning .wheu the pressure 
was off," Bethel admitted. 
"Some of our swings early In the 
game weren't us, but we became 
a pretty good team later in the 
game, so we'll definitely learn 
from this." 

In the top of the seventh, 
Cerasoli struck out the first two 
hitters and then got a can of corn 
fly ball to the outfield. 

It's not out of the question 
that Martins Ferry and Harrison 
Central could meet again. Both 
will begin Ohio sectional play 

this week at Cadiz. The Lady 
Purple. WU. meet St Clairsville 
Tuesday Ill 5 p.m. • 

Harrison Central - now 14-
11 on the season - will battle 
Steubenville Catholic on 
Wednesday. The sectional final 
will be held Friday evening. 

"We wanted to get on a roll 
before the tournament started," 
Cordery said. "We were 2-2 at 
one point this season, so we've 
won 15 of 16 now, so we are 

• playing good softball right 
now." 

Llnescore: 
Harrison Central 000 002 0 2 7 3 
Martins 0 erry 000 350 x B 15 o 
BATTERIES: Leeper and 
Cocanougher. Cerasoli end Lewis. 

Edison Cruises 
By Beaver Local 
Linsly ekes past Weirton Madonna 

With Lakyn Bendle tossing a 
one-hitter, Edison coasted into 
the Class AAAA girls' softball 
semifinals by blanking Beaver 

Local on Tuesday 
evening, I 0-0 in 
five innings at 
Richmond. 

PREP 
SOFlllALL 

Bendle struck out 
six and was sup

ported by an I I-hit attack that 
mcluded home runs from Annie 
Kovalesky and Whitney 
Tomeucci. Kovalesky also sin
gled and accounted for four 
RBIs. 

The Wildcat girls will play 
Brooke today at 6 p.m. at Ifie 1-
4 70 Complex in Wheeling with 
a berth in the conference champi
onship game on the line. The 
other 4A semifinal matches John 
Marshall against Buckeye Local 
at 4:30 p.m. 

OVAC Class AAA 
Quarterfinals 

Harrison Central 10, 
Indian Creek 0 

At Cadiz, Katy Leeper allowed 
only a Jenna Clapham single in 
pitching Harrison Central (13-
10) past Indian Creek (6-10). 

The Huskies, who next meet 
Bellaire at 7:30 this evening in a 
Class AAA semifinal game in 
Wheeling, _got three htts each 
from Meltndn Dunlap and 
Chelsea Cocanougher, who also 
stole three bases and scored three 
runs. Annie Y arrish drove in two 
runs with n pair of singles, while 
Gena Everhart added a two-run 
single. 

The victory was Harrison Cen
tral' s first tournament win in 
school history. 

The other AAA semifinal takes 
place at 5 p.m. Thursday as Mar
tins Ferry plays Magnoha. • 
OV AC Class AA Quarterfinals 

Steubenville Central 11, 
Rivero 

At Steubenville, Kin1rny Strak
er doubled, homered and 
knocked across three runs for 
Steubenville Central ( 11-7). 

The Crusaders ripped IO hits 
and also got a three-nit pitching 
performance by Alexis Ferrera. 

The double-A semifinals slated 
today have Wheeling Central and 
Monroe Central meeting at 5 
p.m., followed by Steubenville 
Central's clash against Fort Frye 
at 6:30 at the 1-4 70 Complex. 

Monroe Central 15, 
Toronto 0 

At Woodsfield, Monroe Central 
(15-3) coasted as expected 
behind Leekycia Brown, who 
tossed a two-hitter and struck out 
seven. 

Brown also contributed with 
two doubles and two RBIs. 

Morgan Rnmige singled twice, 
doubled and plated three runs for 
Monroe Central. 

OVACClassA 
Quarterfinals 

Llnsly 4, 
Weirton Madonna 3 

At Weirton, Rachel Zane 
quelled n Inst-inning rally by 
Weirton Madonna (I 0-7) to help 
Linsly hang on for a one-run vic
tory in their quarter-final thriller. 

The Blue Dons, tramng 4-1 
entering the bottom of the sev
enth, scored twice and had the 
bases loaded with two out when 
Zane retired the final batter on a 
fly ball to right field. Kalei~h 
Parsons doubled and drove m 
two runs for Linsly, which next 
plays Bellaire St. John's at 6:30 
p.m. 

Thursday in the conference 
semifinals. The other single-A 
semi matches Cameron against 
Bishop Donahue at 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday. 

Both games takes pince at the I-
4 70 Complex in Wheeling. 

Johnna Pnoloemilio drove in all 
three Madonna runs, as she sin
gled and doubled. 

Regular Season 
Brooke 4, 

Steubenville 2 
At Steubenville, Brooke scored 

three times in the fourth inning 
and held off host Big Red as 
Morgan Hunter picked up two 
RBIs and Caitlin Kocher struck 
out eight while pitching a five
hitter. 

Meggan Strachan doubled 
twice, while Shay Jackson and 
Catherine Moore also doubled 
for Steubenville ( 15-6). 

Buckeye 'rra!l 10, 
Shenandoah 0 

At Old Washin~ton, Hannah • 
Miller's two-hit pitching paved 
the way for Buckeye Trail (7-
11) to defeat Shenandoah (3-
15). Lacy Black had three sln
jlles, scored two runs and drove 
m two tallies for the Warrior 
girls. 

Tyler Consolidated 13, 
Beallsville 3 

At Kidwell, Tyler Consolidated 
(2-1 7) scored nine runs in the 
fifth inninll to finish off 
Beallsville. Kim Headley pound
ed out three hits, while Erica 
Galluzzo and Amanda Chapline 
added two hits each for the 
Knight girls. 

Magnolia 11, 
Hundred? 

At Hundred, Rachel Mason's 
six RBIs, which came on n dou
ble, triple and home run sparked 
Magnolia (I 6-12) past Hundred. 
Kayla Brill singled three times 
and picked up two RBIs. 



Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Edison baserunner Annie Kovalesky Is tagged out by John Marshall's Emily McDermott at the plate during action of 

their OVAC Class AAAA final at the Chambers 1-470 Complex Tuesday. McDermott teamed with centerflelder 

Samantha Stout for outs at the plate twice In the game, but the Wildcats were able to come away with a 3-0 victory. 

Edison Tames JM 
Wildcats claim OVAC Class AAAA title, 3-0 

By TRACY WATSON 
For The Intelligencer 

Hitting and runs are two of 
the things that make softball a 
fan-friendly sport, however, 
pitching and defense are what 
wins charnpioijships. 

That point was proven once 
again Tuesday night at the 
Chamber's I-4 70 Fields as 
Edison High and standout 
pitcher Lakyn Bendle claimed 
another Oh10 Valley Athletic 
Conference Class AAAA 
championship. 

Bendle liIDJted a J?Olent John 
Marshall attack to JUSI one hit 
while getting plenty of help 
from her defense as the Wild
cats claimed their second con
secutive big-school title with 
an impressive 3-0 blanking of 
the Monarchs. · 

The victory by coach 
Spencer Bendle's 16-1 record 
squad ensured an Ohio sweep 

of the four softball crowns 
and also meant that all four 
No. I seeds in the tournament 
emerged victorious. 

''I truly believe that our 
defense was the biggest part 
of this victory," Spencer Ben
dle said. 
"We knew they would put 

the ball in play because they 
are such a good, aggressive 
team at the plate. 

"But Lakyn didn't give 
them much to hit and our 
defense didn't commit any 
mistakes to give them oppor-
11mitics. 

"That is what Lakyn does, 
she is not going to wow peo
ple with her heat, but she is a 
smart pitcher and she gets 
outs.'' 

Both teams were doing an 
outstanding job getting outs 
early as Edison's Emily 
Schaefer had the game's only 

Johnson hurls 
perfect game 
as BSJ repeats 

By TRACY WATSON 
For The Intelligencer 

Like the old saying goes, "nobody is per
fect" 

And while that also applies to sports, Bel-
laire St. John's semor pitcher 

(9 
Meghan Johnson showed 
Tuesday afternoon that while it 
may not be easy, perfection 
can be achieved. 

hit entering the fourth inning. 
However, two outs into the 
Wildcat fourth that all 
changed. 

Annie Kovalesky and Kate
lyn Givens each singled into 
nght field to put runners at the 
corners with two down before 
Sam Taczak's infield single to 
short plated the game's first 
run, and eventually the only 
one the hosts needed. 

Courtner, Pedersen followed 
with the Cats fourth straight 
hit, a single to center, howev
er, Monarch center fielder 
Sam Stout made a perfect 
thro»- to the plate with catch
er Emily McDermott making 
the tag on pinch-runner Kate
lyn DiPasquale to end the 
frame. 

It was also the second time 
in the game that Stout and 
McDermott teamed up for an 
outstanding play at the plate 

to end an inning. 
"Edison's defense was out

standing and they made every 
play they needed to," said 
mterim head coach Ed West 
of John Marshall. "But our 
defense has been real good 
lately also and I was not sur
prised about our play. 

"Sam (Stout) is an excellent 
outfielder and those two plays 
that her and Emily combined 
for were just great 

"We did everything we 
could, but it just wasn't 
enough. These girls played 
their hearts out, we JUSt 
weren't able to get hits." 

Edison got an insurance run 
in the fifth on Kylie Snyder's 
RBI triple before Courtney 
Pedersen' s run-scoring, two
out double in the fifth capped 
the scoring. 

See EDISON, Page 18 

Johnson fired a perfect game, 
fanning 13 bitters along the 

way, and the Fighting Irish collected six hits, 
eight walks and took advantage of two 
Cameron errors in rolling to a 7-0 victory to 
capture their second straight Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Class A Title at the I-
4 70 Complex in Wheeling. 

Please See CHAMPS, Page 18 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Bellaire St John's pitcher Meghan Johnson works to the plate during action 
of the OVAC Class A final at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Complex. Johnson 
fired a perfect game, striking out 13 In a 7-0 victory over Cameron. 
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Champs 
(Continued from Pnge 15) 

Coach Jen-y Magistro's power
hitting 21-2 record squad were 
forced to play small-ball en 
route to victory, with just one 
extra base hit. a meaningless 
fifth-inning double by pinch-hit
ter Amanda Rosepapa. 

The Fighting Insh stranded 
nine runners in the game, includ
ing seven in scoring position. 

titles .. 
"Our defense also did a good 

job, and that is hard to say with 
the way Meghan pitched. Our 
defense has been there in big 
games all year also. If you want 
to go far in the postseason you 
have to do it all and that is what 
we did today." 

St. John's firsl run of the game 
came in the second as Laraine 
Skorich lead off with a sin!,\le, 
move_d to second on a sacritice 
bunt and went to third on a field
er's choice. Skorich scored when 
No. 9 hitter Betsy Smith reached 
on an error for a 1-0 count. 

The Fighting Irish pushed 
across three· more in the third by 
virtue of one hit, four walks and 
another Dragon (14-9) miscue. 
The only hit in the frame was a 
big one as Amber Irwin ripped a 
two-out, two-run single past 
short to make it 4-0. 

Johnson got a pair of fine 
defensive plays from shortstop 
Ashley Marinacci along the way 
and also a dandy from catcher 
Ellie Swartz, who made a diving 
catch of a bunt attempt for the 
second out of the seventh inning. 

Cameron head coach Mark 
Witzberger had nothing but 
praise for Johnson afterwards. 

Skorich added a two-run single 
in the fourth with Irwin gettmg 
her third RBI of the game on a 
fielder's choice for a 7-0 read-

inl\Meghan is just unbeliev
able," Magistro said. "I say this 
over and over, but she always 
comes to play in big games and 
today was no different. 

'"Offensively I think we were 
patient and was taking what they 
would ~ive us. We have been 
productive from the top of the 
order to the bottom all year, so it 
doesn't surprise me that the bot
tom part really came through for 
us tonight. 

"I am just so happy for these 
girls, and especially our seniors. 
These girls are all about winning 
and we have two in a row now 
and five straight regular-season 

"She was really on today," he 
said. '' All she was throwing was 
strikes and I think most of the 
balls she threw were pufJ?oseful. 

"Something like that 1s really 
tough to watch your team go 
through as a coach, but if you 
are a fan of pitching it was sure 
an exciting game. 

1
'1 would also like to give my 

team all the credit in the world. 
we lost six seniors from last ye.J 
and we have nine girls playing 
nine different positions this year 
so getting to a game like this is 
very special to us. 

''It was a tough game for us, 
but no one on this team gave up 
and no one had their heads 
down, we are all just so proud of 
these girls.'' 

Johnson did go to a 3-2 count 
on four different girls in the con
test, including the first batter she 
faced in the game and the last. 
Three of the four batters she 
went full on eventually struck 
out. 

Skorich and Marinacci each 
sin&led twice in the game while 
Irwm chased home three runs. 

Edison 
(Continued from Page 15) esr,ecially w,i,th the way this 

John Marshall (_18-8) had only d'k:~~~.,"}~~ed five nnd walked 

two base runners m the contest, a ·ust the one in gaining the 

lead-off walk to Megan Goulds- kaund victory. Meanwhile, 

~~~ ~ei1~:;.st~a~i:~ii;,~ rit"!~cs~aJ;~~rn~r~1ss!~~ 

past second base m the fifth. ., , d · In · t 
"I really believe that this is the fanning ,our an issu g JUS one 

two best teams in the Ohio Val- • fr~fJ'.;';';dle is just such a great 
ley and I am glad we eat to show . h -

1 
h d 't 

ea le that tonieht,"' Spencer pitcher, and w 1 e s ~ _oesn 

~ ~I added •Ywe got some overpower you,_she 1s Just ~a 
- en e • • h M h 11, smart and makes 1t tough for hit-

timely hits, but Jo n ars a s t " West said "Edison is a 

center fielder made a couple of e~s, team and most of that has 

Bouuttstanl cdaninfefl1ayi;,"u o~sthifita~~ fo J~ with.her pitching and their 
• defi nse "" 

hit to h~r again we w~uld have P:de~en singled, doubled and 

been trymg to score agam. lated a run for the winners 

"My hats are off to them, tl_ley th'le Kovalesky added a pair of 
really made us earn everythmg b 1 hit 

we got. We made good co~tact, at ruisai·returns to sectional play 

the plate and got s_om~ big hits Tuesda a ainst Steubenville 

from a couple of girls mcludin~ B. R a w~ile John Marshall 

An~ie Kovalesky, Pedersen an wlff re::irn to ·the 1-4 70 Fields on 

Emily Schaefer. Th d tak th w·nner 
"W know that if we can ~et urs ay to e on e 1 

e of today's Brooke-Wheeling 
Lakyn some runs we have as at P k test ·n the West Virginia 
to win. It is just so hard to get Clar cAAA s'ectional 
back-to-back hits off of her, . ass · 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Edison's Lakyn Bendle fires a pitch to the plate Tuesday against John Marshall. • 
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Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Steubenville Central's Hilary Jones slides In to home plate as Wheeling Central's Amanda Orkoskey gets set to field the throw to the plate: Jones scored on the 
play helping the Crusaders to a 10-2 victory over the Maroon Knights. Making the call on the play Is umpire Jon Hamm. 

Hail to the Champs 
Crusaders roll past Wheeling Central for Class AA softball title 

ByCHRISTOPHERS.NASH 
Staff Writer 

Having watched her team lose two 
straight years in the OV AC Class AA 
finals, Steubenville Central coach Jackie 
Rossi was hoping for a fast start in this 
year's final against Wheeling Central. 

The Crusaders (14-7) didn't let her 
down. 

Steubenville Central scored four runs 
in the frrst inning and never looked back 
as the Crusaders captured the Class AA 

• OVAC Championship with a 10-2 vic
tory over Wheeling Central (20-5) at 
the 1-4 7 O Complex Monday evening in 
Wheeling. 
"I don't want to sound too much like a 

teena¥er, but this was an awesome 
win,' said Rossi. "I even caught 
myself smiling there towards the end. 

'This means so much after gettln$ to 
the finals the last two years and Just 

coming up short.'' Derr faced seven batters in the opening 
frame, allowing two hits, four walks and 
four runs in ½ of an inning. 

"She struggled early on," said Wheel
ing Central coach Rick Magruder. 

It was the fourth consecutive season 
the Crusaders have played in the Class 
AA finals, and the frrst time they have 
captured the title since 2002. 

"Steubenvllie Central Is a very 
good softball team and will 

!L<~@t:,& make vou pay for every mis
~ take.'1 

But unlike their last two appear
. ances in the finals, the Crusaders 
dominated from the start, set
ting the Maroon Knights down 
in order before taking control 
with their at bat 

"That is our No. 1 goal in 
every game we play," said 
Rossi. "We want to score the 
first run. 

Kassi Garan came in to 
relieve Derr, but the four 
early runs proved to be all the 
scoring Crusaders' starting 

"We did a good job of getting our 
bunts down and playing small ball early 
on. That allowed us to get some big hits 
later in the game." 

pitcher Alexis Ferrara needed. 
Ferrara limited the powerful 

Knights' offense to only two hits, 
while fanning eight batters and Issuing 
two walks. 

''We watched Wheeling Central earlier 
and thought the change of'. pitching 
would throw them off," said Rossi. 

Wheeling Central starter Britlanf Derr 
showed her youth in the freshman s first 
try at a conference championship. "Ferrara doesn't overpower you, but 

Champs 
(Continued from Page 15) 

Kimmy Straker paced the 
offensive charge for the Cru
saders with two triples and an 
RBI, while Molly Darrow sin
gled and knocked in a run. 

Kelliann Calabria belted two 
singles and plated a run, while 
Alaina Augustine smacked two 
singles. 

"My team was really focused 
and just wanted this so badly," 
said Rossi. 

"We have a lot of juniors who 
have been playing since they 
were freshman. 

"They c.ame out today and did. 
what they needed to do.'• 

The Maroon Knights' Angela 
Petros broke up Ferrara' s no
hitter and shutout bid with an 
RBI single in the fourth. 

Amanda Orkoskey knocked in 
run with a double for Wheelir.g 
Central' s second and final hit. 

she does a good Job of frustrating hit
ters.'' 

The Maroon Knights, who faced and 
beat one of the top fastball pitchers in 
the Valley in Leekycia Brown last week 
in the OV AC semifinals, clearly had 
trouble adjusting to the off-speed pitch
ing of Ferrara. 

"We were on such a high after beatlng 
Monroe Central," said Wheeling Cen
tral coach Ambrose Bober. 

"I guess we were due for a bad 
game, hut you hate to see it against a 
team like that." 

The Crusaders meanwhile had no such 
trouble at the plate. 

Steubenville Central combined 12 hits 
with some aggressive baserunning to 
added six more runs by the ~nd of the 
game. 

Please See CHAMPS, Page 18 
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OVAC title 'perfect' for Irish 

T-L Photo/MICHAEL HARVILLA 

DELIVERING ONE of her pitches to the plate in Tuesday's OVAC Class-A Championship is 

Meghan Johnson of St. John Central. Joh_nson's perfect game led the Irish to a 7-0 win 

against Cameron and their second consecutive OVAC title. 

• Johnson 
Continued from Page B1 

• 7-0 win over Cameron 
marks SJC's second 
consecutive title 
By JEREMY MIDEI 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

21 up, 21 down. 
That's how Meghan Johnson and her Irish 

cohorts roll. All the way to their second consecu

tive OV AC Class-A title. 
Johnson struck out 13, walked none and 

allowed nary a hit - and her teammates backed 
her with flawless play In the field - as St. John 
Central was perfect in a 7-0 rout of Cruneron in the 
OV AC championship game at the 1-4 70 fields. 

"She's unbelievable," Irish manager Jerry 

Magistro said of his pitcher. "I say it after every 
game, but she is. She's come up big in every big 

game, and she was ready for this one." 
If ready equals unhlttable, then yeah, Johnson 

was ready. 
The Lady Dragons managed to put only eight 

balls into play. The other 13 batters were se!U to ' 

their rooms by Johnson fastballs and the occas10n-
al change-up. 

Hitters worked her into only two full counts all 

game, including the last at-bat of the game. She 
struck out both batters. 

"(Johnson) was on her game tonight," said 

Cameron's Mark Witzberger. "Every pitch had a 

purpose. It was to~gh to watch if yo1;1 were s_itting 
in our dugout. But 1f you're a fan of pitchers, 1I had 
to be pretty exciting." 

Magistro had to be excited ~fter watchin_g the 
bottom of his Murderer's Row lineup knock m six 

runs. The top of the order set 'em up, and Loraine 

Skorich and Amber Irwin knocked 'em in; the duo 
combined for six RBIs. 

The Irish scored their first run in the second 
inning. Skorich rapped a single to start the frame 

and advanced to third on a sacrifice bunt and a 

ground out. Betsy Smith grounded into what 
should have been out number three, but Amanda 

Hartley's throw deflected off first baseman Kayla 

Smith's glove. Skorich dashed home on the play. 
"We were patient tonight," said Maglstro. "We 

took whatever they gave us." 
St. John• s batted around in the third inning, 

blowing the game open with a three-spot. Jessica 

Vavra, Johnson and Swartz each drew walks to 
load the bases with Skorich coming up. 

She sent a dribbler up the third base line which 

Jo Morris fielded cleanly, but catcher Corey 

See, JOHNSON, Page B2 

Goulds.berry mishandled the throw and Vavra scored_ 2-love, Irish. 

All three walks hurt Cameron as Irwin knifed a hit through the hole at second, scoring Johnson and 

Swartz. 
And the Irish struck for three additional runs in the bottom of the fourth. Vavra drew another walk, 

followed by an Ashley Marinacci single. Johnson also watched four bails go by and took her base with 

Swartz commg up_ 
The senior catcher hit into a fielder's choice, with Vavra getting forced out at home, but Skorich 

picked her up with a two--run single. 

Irwin grounded out in the very next at-bat, but Swartz raced home on the play. 

"It's been that way all year," said Magistro of his prodigious bottom-of-the-order. "We have five 

girls who can put the ball over the fence. We really do have hitters all over." 

Witzberger, to his consternation, would agree. "We didn't give them many opportunities, but they 

got hits when they needed them." 

Taking advantage of opportunities, timely hitting, staunch defense and unhittable pitching - St. 

John's 21st win in 23 games required a little of everything. 

"Our defense was good, though it was kind of hard to notice," said Magistro. "We did a little of 

everything, and that's what you need to do to go deep into any season." 

Cameron dropped to 14-9, no small feat considering the Dragons entered the season with nine new 

position players. 
"We lost six starters from last year, and the three returners are all playing new positions," said 

Witzberger. "We're pretty excited with how we've played this season." 
Linescore: 

Cameron 000 ODO D - o o o 
SLlohn Cenlral O I 3 300 x - 7 6 0 
BATfERIES: Tustin and Gouldsberry; Johnson and Swartz. 



Potent Pitching 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 
Beallsville's Erin Doughty, right, reaches home safely ahead of the throw to Bellaire St. John's catcher Ellie Swartz, left, during 
their OVAC Class A quarterfinal matchup Monday In Bellalre. Ready to make the call ls home plate umpire Jim Elliott, rear. 

Johnson, Bellaire St. John Baffle Beallsville at OVAC Softball Tourney 
By TRACY WATSON 
For The Intelligencer 

Pitching was the difference in 
Monday afternoon's Ohio Val
ley Athletic Conference quarter
final softball contest between 
top-seeded Bellaire St. John's 
and No. 8 seed Beallsville., 

And while the Fighting Irish 
were led by senior fire-baller 
Meghan Johnson, the Blue Dev
ils were guilty of giving away 
10 free passes and allowing the 
hosts to walk away with the 
win. 

Johnson fired a one-hitter, fan
ning I 3 of the I 7 batters she 
faced in the game, and Laraine 
Skorich singled, doubled and 
plated a pair of runs as St John 
blasted Beallsville 11-1 in five 
inni,ngsatBellaire. • 

The victory moves coach Jerry 
Magistro's 19-2 record squad 
into Wednesday's semifinals 
against either Weirton Madonna 
or Lin sly. That game will be 

played at the Chamber's 1-470 
fields. • 
"I am happy with Ibis win, but 

I hope we can play better as we 
iio along," Magistro said. "This 
1s OV AC Tournament and Sec
tional time coming up and you 
had better he at the top of 

Vavra and Amanda Rosepa_pa 
each recorded run-scoring sm
gles while Marissa DeClemente 
had an rbi sacrifice fly. 

your game because if you 
lose you are out'' Inside 

Rosepapa, however, did get 
thrown out at the plate for the 
final out of the frame, one of 

three Irish players 
gunned down on the 
base paths. 

Losing was not an issue ■ OVAC 
yesterday as Johnson Softball action 
would not let that happen. Page 17 The Fighting Irish ace 

''They needed to 
make some perfect 
throws and Ibey did," 
Magistro said about bis 
team's base-running had a perfect game going 

for four innings before Erin 
Doughty reached on an error to 
break it up. Just three pitches 
later Kaylan Isaly blasted a 
triple deep to left and just like 
that the no-hitter and shutout 
were also gone as the Devils (3-
13) closed to within 5-L 

St. John got things going in 
the second, scoring three runs 
on two singles, two walks and 
two Beallsville errors. Jen 

miscues. "But we were trying to 
he aggressive on the base paths. 
I am not sorry about sending the 
runners we did and I would do it 
again in the same situation. 

"We didn't really bit the ball 
great today, but we got some 
production from the bottom of 
the order. That doesn't surprise 
me because this whole team has 
bit all season long. 

"When you get to this time of 

year it all comes down to focus. 
We usually play up or down to 
the competition and we have ~ot 
to he ready to go every game. ' 
The hosts got two more runs in 

the third on three more free 
passes and a 2-run double to 
center by Skorich. 
St John's then put things away 

in the bottom of the fifth with 
Jen Vavra, Rosepapa and 
DeClemente all recorded rbi on 
bases loaded walks. Betsy Smith 
added a fielder's choice to score 
a run, and the Irish got another 
on an error and Johnson closed 
t~ings out with a run-scoring 
smgle. 

DeClemente, Jen Vavra, Ska
rich and Rosepapa each had two 
rbi in the contest 
"Me&han (Johnson) just did a 

1 great Job for us tonight with 13 
strikeouts in five innings,'' 
Magistro added. 

"She always comes to pl~y in 
games of this magnitude, 

------------------------THE TIMI 

Buckeye Local g·irls edge Park 
FOR THE TIMES LEADER h d th d · · • 

d a_ rl:t to ay • we-ve been rnnrng," Closser said. the fielder and bounced a1J the 
Courtesy runner Brianna 

Finney scored the winning run 
on a wild pitch in the bottom of 
the seventh inning, leading sec
ond-seeded Buckeye Local to a 
3-2 win over seventh-seeded 
Buckeye Local in OV AC Class 
AAAA quarterfinaf action 
Tuesday in Connorville. 

Finey came on to run for 
pitcher Tabitha Gretchen, who 
.crushed a double with one out in 
the bottom of seventh. She 
moved to third on single by 
Jamie Fillippi and scored the 
game-winner when Park Jen 

: Sparachane uncorked a wild one. 
, It was as close a play as you'll 
find, as Sparachane alertly cov
ered the plate and applied a 
quick tag, but one that the 

'Panthers (13-3) will take, 
nonetheless. They continue 
action in the tourney ?? vs. ?? at 
the Chambers Fields at I-4 70. 

"All 14 kids contributed," 
Buckeye Local coach Barry 
Closser said. ''With good teams, 
everybody contributes and we 

omg at all year." . . "Everybody's been picking each way to the wall. Stuart didn't 
It was not an Isolated mc1dent other up every game this year." stop runnin'g until she got into 

p.l~ tAnnhe top of the seve!Jth, Wheeling Park jumped out to the dugout, and the score was =-- s a Haber led off with a a 2-0 lead in the first inning on tied at 2 
w~lk and advanced to second back-to-back run-producing bits The iiming on a three-base 
":1th ndo one ~mt Spara~hane then by Jen Gruber (a triple) and Ji! error coulifn't have been worse 
nppe a hoer to nght • that Wright (a single). for the Patriots 
a~peared • deep enough to Buckeye Local got one back "Two mistakes " Davis said 
a vance a courte~y r~nne_r. in_ the bottom of the frame when "The play out the're (the three'. 
~asey Hunter, playmg nght m Grna Hicks singled in Megan base error) should have only 
Pace of Megan _Kachur who'd Bartrug. been a single and the · 1 didn't 
already been hfted an_d re- It_ remained that way -- Park slide here (at third basFi and pot 
e~':J'ed on~e, threw a strike to leading 2-1 - until the bottom of out. The next play was a little 
~ d to nail the baserunner for the sixth. bunt hit Two mistakes that's a 

'~Sh~?dblhe playbe. af if h 'd That, Closser said, was unex- pretty good game for 'us, only 
. ,,ave e!1 s e s e pe<;.ted. . . two mistakes." 

tave iii~ W!Jee!~g Park C?ac? Cons1defll!g the last time we Gretchen earned the win for 
Ii':;" av1s .. srud, but she dido t played them 11 was 15-12, and the Panthers. She struck out eight 

s e at all. . after they got two in the first, we and walked six while limitin 
Closser got a httJe antsy on figured this was going to be a Park to just !bred bits g 

the bench was the throw was slugfest," he said. "The game Sparachane agai~ took the 
mad~ b any type of bad throw se(tled on. Did I thinli it was tough-luck las; despite striking 
wou ave given Park the_ lead - gomg to be one-run, 3-2? No. I out four and walkin none 
;:.,~ftas clearly happy with the though!, it was going to be maybe Hicks, Bartrug,g and ~atcher 

It ll-10. Amanda Brown each had two 
. was more of what he;d been . The !;'anthers got a big break bits for Buckeye Local. 

ta11;fng about . , m the sixth, when Erica Stuart Linescore: 
W~ had a b1g-t1me throw took advantage of a miscue in Wheeling Park 200 ooo o 2 3 3 

from nght ~eld to double that right field. She ripped a one-hop Buckeye Local 100 001 1 3 1 o 1 
runner off rn the top of the single to right that got away from BATTERIES: Sparachana and Haber; 

. Gretchen and Brown. 
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Phillips, 
JM Stop 
Potters 

Mel,an Gouldsberry belted 
two smgles and a triple, lead
ing John Marshall to a 8-0 vic
tory over East Liverpool, in 
-OV AC Class AAAA softball 
tournament action Monday 
night in Glen Dale. 

Also for the Monarchs (I 8-
7), Emily McDermott had two 
singles, while Samantha Stout 
hit a single and plated three 
runs. 

John Marshall pitcher 
Stephanie Phillips held the 
Potters scoreless through seven 
innings. 

The Potters got help from 
Mary-Kay Amman with a 
triple. 

Class AAA 
Magnolia 15, 

SL Clalrsvllle 4 
At New Martinsville, St. 

Clairsville might have been the 
higher seed, but Magnolia had 
no trouble advancing over the 
Red Devils. 

The Blue Eagles (15-12) 
were paced by Paige DeMarco 
with a double, a home run and 
plated four runs, while Alicia 
Hinerman knocked in a run 
with a triple. 

Lindsey Schroeder ripped an 
RBI single for St. Clairsville. 

Bellaire 4, 
Onk Glen 1 

At Bellaire, Amanda Coulter 
fanned seven and allowed only 
four hits as Bellaire took down 
Oak Glen. 

The Big Reds got help on 
offense from Nikki Driscoll 
with two singles and a double 
and by Ashley McCorkle'with 
a single and two RBIs. 

Class AA 
Wheeling Central 5, 

Buckeye Trail 3 
At Wheeling, Wheeling Cen

tral scored three runs in the 
third to sllp past Buckeye 
Trail. 
. Casey Savage hit an RBI dou
ble for \he Maroon Knights 
(19-4), while Kayla Gray 
cleared the bases with a triple. 

Th11 Warriors' Hannah Miller 
knocked in a run with a dou
ble. 

Photo by Alex Kozlowski 

Bellaire St. John's pitcher Meghan Johnson works from the 
circle during Monday's game against Beallsville. 

Fort Frye 4, 
Frontier 3 

At Beverly, Carrie Ketelsen 
ripped a two-run triple to lead 
Fort Frye past Frontier. 

Also for the Cadets (14-2), 
Danielle Stevens hit a single and 
chased in a run. 

The Cougars got helJ;l from 
Maggie Brunoni with a smgle, a 
double and two RBIs. 

OVACClassA 
Bishop Donahue 12, 

Paden City 1 
At McMechen, Ashley Hill 

rapped a single and a triple as 
Bishop Donahue cruised past 
Paden City. 
Jen Hill chiJ?ped in for the Bish

ops (13-5) w1ih an RBI single. 
Cameron 7, 
Bridgeport 6 

At Bridgeport, Cameron 
smacked I 2 hits in a victory over 
Bridgeport. 

For the Dragons ( 13-8), Aman
da Hartley had three singles, 
while Jannelle Campbell collect
ed two sini,Ies. Lacey Tustin 
added two smgles and chased in 
two runs for Cameron. 

Sarah Wamsley hit two singles, 
a double, a triple and knocked In 

three runs. 
BASEBALL 

Steubenvlile 16, 
Buckeye Local 3 

At Steubenville John Koehnlein 
belted two singles, a home run 
and knocked in four runs as 
Steubenville Central took down 
Buckeye Local 16-3 in high 
school baseball action Monday 
night in Steubenville. 

Mike Emmerling added two 
singles and chased in a run for 
the Crusaders (9-9), while Brian 
Kostantini bit two singles and 
plated two runs. 
For the Panthers, Stan Dobrane

skl singled, tripled and knocked 
In two runs. 

John Marshall 8, 
Parkersburg 7 

At Parkersburg, John Marshall 
scored seven runs in the first and 
then hung on to beat Parkers
burg. 

The Monarchs were paced by 
Troy Mysl!wiec with two singles 
and an RBI, while Colby Mozin
go contributed two singles and 
plated a run. 

For the Big Reds, Chance !jt
ton hit a triple and knocked in a 
run. 

St. C., Bridgeport drop 
OVAC softball games 

Magnolia proved a rude host 
to St. Clairsville, drilling the 
Lady Red Devils, 15-4, Monday 
in an OV AC Class 3-A quarterfi
nal softball game at Magnolia. 

Bridgeport with a triple, double, 
two singles and three RBI. 

WHEELING CENTRAL 5 
BUCKEYE TRAIL 3 

AT WHEELING, the Lady 
Knights improved to 19-4 after 
defeating Buckeye Trail, 5-3, in 
an OV AC Class AA quarterfinal. 

Paige DeMarco led the Lady 
Blue Eagles with a home run, 
double and four RBI. Alicia 
Hinerman clubbed an RBI triple 
for 15-12 Magnolia. 

Lindsay Schroeder had an 
RBI single for SL C. 

Brittany Derr picked up the 
mound win, despite striking out 
only two, while walking eight 
batters. 

Lady Irish 
capture OVAC 
quarterfinals 
By SETH STASKEY 

Times Leader Sports Writer 

Needless to say, SL John senior Meghan Johnson was dialed in. 
And when she's dialed in, it spells bad news for oppositions. 

Beallsville will definitely attest 

JOHNSON 

The Lady Irish, behind Johnson's gem, 
advanced to the semifinals of the OV AC 
Class 1-A tournament Monday night by a 
11-1 count in five innings over eighth-seed
ed Beallsville at the Bellaire Swimming 
Pool Field. 

"We didn't play our best game, but 
it's about advancing," said SL John Central 
head coach Jerry Magistro. "There's no 
tomorrow if you.Jose in this tournament, so 
the whole thing is about focusing." 

Johnson definitely fell into the focused 
category. 

. She came out clicking on all cylinders, fanning the first nine 
hiltefl! she faced. She finished_ with 13 strikeouts. She allowed just 
one bit and had only two outs m the game involve the fielders. 

"It doesn't surprise me with her anymore," Magistro said. 
"She comes to play in games like this." 
. With Jo~o~ on cruise control, the Lady Irish bats got going 
m the second mnmg. 

Ellie Swartz started the three-run rally when she Jed off with 
a walk. After a groundout, Jenna Vavra ripped a single to score 
Swartz. 

Betsie Smith followed with a base on balls, putting runners on 
first and second for ninth-bitter Amanda Rosepappa. 

She came through with a clutch single to score Vavra and 
move Smith around to third. Marissa DeClemente then flew out to 
leftfield, but it was plenty deep enough for Smith to tag and score 
on the sacrifice fly. 

After Johnson mowed down the bottom three bitters of the 
Lady Blue Devil order, the Lady Irish went back to work offen
sively in their half of the frame. 

Junior slugger Ashley Marinacci drew a lead-off walk and then 
Johnson worked a free pass. After an out was recorded second
baseman Loraine Skorich roped a double into right-cente; scoring 
both Marinacci and Johnson. ' 

. "Our_ w~ole t~a~ h~s been hitting pretty well all year," 
~ag1stro satd. We dtdn t bit as well as we would have liked early 
m the game. When you have a hitting team like we do, you have to 
be aggressive when the count is in your favor." 

~eallsville finally broke through on Johnson in the fifth. 
After Enn Doughty reached on an error, Kaylan Isaly ripped a 
triple to the fence in center that scored Doughty all the way from 
first 

However, Johnson then got back into her groove and 
retired the side via the strikeout 

. ~e Lady Irish closed out the game with a six-spot in the 
fifth 1nnmg. The Green was the beneficiary of five walks in the 
frame. Smith, Vavra, Rosepappa, DeClemente and Johnson each 
had a RBI in the frame. 

In the semifinals, the Lady Irish will meet the winner of 
fourth-seeded Weirton Madonna and fifth-seeded Linsly at the I-
4 70 complex on Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 
Linescore: 
Beallsville 000 0 1 - I I 4 
SL John Central 032 06 - 11 7 I 
BATTERIES: Ankrom, Reisz (5) and Tyo. Johnson and Swartz. 

CAMERON7 
BRIDGEPORT 6 

AT PERKINS FIELD, the 
Lady Dragons eliminated the 
Lady Bulldogs ~in the OV AC 
tournament in eigbt innings. 

Kayla Gray sent home three 
runners for the Lady Knights, 
going two-for-three on the day 
with a triple. 

Casey Savage also had an 
RBI for Wheeling Central. 

OVAC softball tourney 
schedule is changed 

Amanda Hartley led Cameron 
with three singles while Jannelle 
Campbell collected two hits. 

The Lady Dragons improved 
to 13-8. 

Sara Wamsley paced 

Trail' s Hannah Miller was the 
hard-luck loser; she struck out 
six, walked one and scattered 
eight hits over six innings of 
work.She had an RBI for the 
Lady Warriors. 

I Prep Softball Linescores 
JOHN MARSHAil. 8 EAST LIVERPOOL 0 

East Liverpool 000 000 0 0 4 t 
.klhn Marshall 103 013 X 8 9 0 
BATTERIES: Doyle and Davis. Phillips and 
McDermott 

WHEE.ING CENTRAL 5 BUCKEYE TllAIL 3 
Bucl<eyeTral 0020010-3 7 1 
Wheo'ing Ceniral 103 1 Oil x - 5 8 0 
BATTERIES: Darr and Orkoskay; MIiier and 
Naaiey. 

FORT FRYE 4 FRONTIER 3 
Frontier 000120 0-3 9 1 
FortF~e 004000x-4 5 0 

BATTERIES: Slehl-/ and Ketelsen; M. Brunon1 and 
L Brunonl. 

MAGNOLIA 15 ST. CLAIRSVILl.E 4 
Megrolla 01(11) 30 15 13 2 
SlC. 200 20 4 5 6 
BATTERIES: Keene end Brill; Slawart and 
Thrash. 

CAMERON 7 BRIDGEPORT 6 
Bridgeport 050100 Oil 6 8 2 
Gameron 000120 31 7 12 4 
BATTERIES: S. Wamsl8)' and Foose; TllStln and 
Gouldsberry. • 

· · Due to bouts with Mother Nature, the Ohio Valley Athie_tic 
· Coi)l'erence was·forced to alter its schednlc for the softball. semifi-
nals at the Chambers I-4 70 complex. . 

Today's schedule features five games on, two fields, starting at 
4

: 
1
~1::1c1ass 1-A semifinal between <;:ameron and Bhhop 

Donahue will begin the afte!IJQOll on Field 4.The ~tlier 1-A game, 
illin to seeded SL John againstLlnsly, will begin at 6:P,11!-

p At~·3g- m on Field 3, tfieremlliJllng Class 3-A semifinal will 
be staged:PTop-seeded Martins Ferry meets defending OV AC 
champion Magnolia at 4:30 p.m. Whcelin Ce trr\ 

The 2-A games will round out the evening. g n 
will meet defending OVAC and Ohio Division ID state. c~~~f 
Monroe Central at 6: 15 p.m. on Field 3. The other 2-A SI: , 
which features Steubenyllle Central !gains! Fort Frye, will begin 
at approximately 8 p.m. ill be • t 

The finals ·schednle ls unchagecl The 3-t,. game w gm a 
10·30 a.m The 4-A game is slated to begm at 12:15. The 1-A 
g~ is schednled to start at 2 p.m. and the 2-A title tilt rounds 
out the day's action at 3:45 p.m. 



OVAC Playoff 
Pairings 

SOFTBALL 
OVAC QUARTERFINALS 

(All Games Schedulad for Tonight at higher seeds 
t/9kl) 

Clasa4-A 
No. 1 Edison (12· 1) vs. No. 8 Beaver Local (4-8), 
No. 4 Steubenville (15'5) vs. No. 6 Brooke (7-6). 
No. 3 John Marshall (14-4) vs. No. 6 Easl 
Liverpool (4•8), 
No. 2 Buckeye Local (11-3) vs. No. 7 Wheeling 
Park (B-12) 

Class3-A 
No. 1. Martins Ferry (14-3) vs. No. 8 Union Local 
(3·16). 
No. 4 St. Clairsville (9-7) vs. No. 5 Magnolia (9·7). 
No. 3 Harrison CenJral (11·3) vs. No. 8 lndlan 
Creek (6·9), 
No. 2 Bellalrs (14-3) vs. No. 7 Oak Glen (B-9). 

Clan2•A 
No. 1 SteubenvHle Central (B-3) vs, No. 8 River (7-
9). 
No, 4 Fort Frye ( 11 ·2) vs. No. 5 Frontier (9-8). 
No. 3 Wheeling Central (18-4) vs. No. B Buckeye 
Tran (B-10). 
No. 2 Monroe Central (14·1) vs. No .. 7Toronlo (5· 
9). 

Clasa1-A 
No. 1 St. John (15'1)vs. No. B Beallsville (3-11). 
No. 4 Weirton Madonna (B-6) ve. No. 6 Llnsly (7• 
13). 
No. 3 Cameron (111-5) vs. No. B Bridgeport (B-14). 
No. 2 Blahop Donahue (111-4) vs. No. 7 Paden City· 

(4-
9

). BASEBALL 
OVAC QUARTERANALS 

All Games Scheduled /or Tuesday at higher 
seed's llekl. 

Clasa4-A 
No. 1 Sleubenvllle (14-3) vs. No. 8 Buckeye Local 

~;~rcambrldge (13-51 vs. No, 6 Edison (9-8). 
No. 3 Weir(12-4) vs. No. 8Wheellng Park (9·101, 
No. 2 John Marahell (13-3) vs. No. 7 Brooke B-
11). 

Class3•A 
No. 1 Harrison Central (13•4) vs. No. 8 Tyler 
ConsolWaled (3-14). 
No. 4 Meadowbrook (111-8) vs:No. 5 Bellelrs (B-8). 

No. 3 Indian Creek (13•7) vs. No. B Union Local 
(5·11). 
No. 2 St. ClalrsvlUe (12·5) vs. No. 7 Martins Farry 
(4-12). 

Clasa2•A 
No. 1 Wheeling Cenlral (19·1) vs. No. B Wellsville 
15'9). 
No. 4 Toronto {13-7) vs. No. 5 Bemesvllle (12-4). 
No. 3 Monroe Cenlral (12•4) vs. No. B Sleubenvllle 
Central (8·9). 
No. 2 Fort F'rye (17-1! vs. No. 7 Frontier (5'8), 

Class 1-A 
No. 1 BeallsvlUe (12·3) vs. No. 8 Bishop Donahue 
(2·16), 
No. 4 Cameron 111·8) vs. No, 6 ShadysWa (111-6). 
No .. 3 Weirton Madonna (12-6) vs. No. 6 SI. John 
(5-12). 
No. 2Uns~ (12·5) vs. No. 7 Paden Clty(3-10). 

OVACSet 
For Week 

Thanks to last week's rain the 
biggest week of the Ohio Vitlley 
Athletic Conference school year 
got even bigger over the week
end. 

Two softball champions four 
baseball champions and 'eight 
track champions - four boys' 
and four girls' ~ will all be 
crowned in the five days 
between today and Saturday. 
Weather permitting, of course. 
Two softball champions will be 

decided at the J.B, Chambers I-
4 70 Complex in Wheeling 
today. Edison and John Marshall 
will play for the Class AAAA 
crown at 4:30 p.m. with Bell. St. 
John and Cameron Edison set
tling single-A at 6 p m 

The final four baseball semm: 
nals are now all set for Wednes
day at three different sites. 

Beallsville and Cameron will 
play at 4:30 p.m, in a Class A 
semifinal at Bridgeport. 

John Marshall and Wheeling 
Park will now play at 5 p.m. in a 
Class AAAA semifinal at John 
Marshall's field in Glen Dale. 

The newly-lighted diamond at 
Brooke High will host a Class 
AAA doubleheader on Wednes
day. 

~ndian Creek and Martins Ferry 
will play at 4:30 p.m. with Har
rison Central and Bellaire to fol
low at approximately 6:30. 

Steubenville (Class AAAAJ 
Wheeling Central and Fort Fry~ 
(Class AA) and Linsly (Class A) 
have already advanced. 
The four OV AC baseball cham

pions will be crowned Saturday 
at Vaccaro Field in Steubenville. 
The championship game sched
ule will be released once all the 
participants have been decided. 

Last but certainly not least are 
the annual OV AC Track and 
Field Championship meets. 

The Class A-Ali. meet begins 
";edne~day afternoon al Fleming 
Field tn Shadyside with the 
finals scheduled for Friday night. 

Nelson Field in Bellaire once 
again hosts the Cl·ass AAA
AAAA meet with early events 
starting Thursday afternoon and 
the big-school champions to be 
crowned on Saturday. 

Big week 
on tap in 
OVAC 
SCHEDULE 

Monda'(; April 25 
• OVAC TENNIS hamplonshlps Girls' 

Doubles at Bethanr College ~.m, 
* OVAC SOFTBA L Quarts nals at Top 

Seeded Team's Field 
Tuasda~(,Aprll 25 * OVAC TENNIS ampfonshlps Boys' 

Doubles et Bethany College 2 p.m. 
*· OVAC BASEBALL Quarterfinals at 

Top-Seeded Team's Field 
• OVAC SOFTBALL Quarterfinals Rain 

Date 

BASEBALL 
AAAA 

School w L CP AVG 
Steubenvllle 14 3 790 46.6 
John Marshall 13 3 690 43.1 
Weir 12 4 630 39,4 
Cambridge 13 5 630 35.0 
Edison 9 8 aH8 28,8 
Wheeling Perk 9 10 25.3 
Brooke B 11 390 20.6 
Buckey,e Local 7 12 360 18.8 
East L verpool 3 9 140 11.7 
*Beaver Local 12 3 650 43;3 
*Zanesville 7 7 410 29,3 

AAA 
School w L CP AVG 
Harrison Central 13 4 680 40,0 
St. Clairsville 12 5 650 38.2 
Indian Creek 13 7 690 34.6 
Meadowbrook 10 8 630 29.4 
Bellaire 6 8 410 26,6 
Union Local 5 11 240 15,0 
Martins Ferri( 4 12 160 10,0 
TYier Consol dated 3 14 130 7.6 
Oak Glen 0 15 0 0,0 
*Magnolia 12 4 640 40,0 

AA 
School w l CP AVG 
Wheeling Central 19 1 760 3B.O 
Fort Frye 17 1 680 37,B 
Monroe Central 12 4 490 30,6 
Toronto 13 7 590 29.5 
Barnesville 12 4 400 26,0 
Steubenville Central 8 9 390 22.9 
Frontier• 5 6 200 . 16.4 
Wellsville 5 9 200 14.l! 
River 6 12 230 U:1 Caldwell 6 11 210 
Shenandoah 4 12 140 B.B 
Buckeye Trell 3 12 120 8,0 

A 
School w L CP AVG 
Beallsville 12 3 430 28.7 
Lln•ir. 12 5 3B0 22,4 
Wei on Madonna 12 6 3B0 21. 1 
Cameron 11 B 350 1B,4 
Shadyside 10 B 330 18.3 
Bellaire SL John's 6 12 150 8.8 
Padan City. 3 10 90 6,9 
Bishop Donahue 2 16 BO 3.5 
Valley 1 11 30 2.5 
Bridgeport 1 18 30 1,6 
*Conotton Valley 7 11 210 11,7 

*Denotes that did not play the reg_ulred 
number of OVAC games to quallfV for 
theslayoffs, , 

N TE: The top four teams will host 
quarterfinal games. If It rains and the 
quarterfinals can't be played, Just the 
toP. four teams will play In the semlfl· 
nals on Saturday. , 

OVAC GIRLS 
TENNIS PAIRINGS 

No, 1 Doubles 
Andrelnf-Velez /WCI. vs. BV.1!.i Ran

dolph-Thomasel I (OG), vs. vvelton 
Madonna· Slacum-Glalluco. (Brkl _vs. 
Foster-Lltile {Welrli Lowe-Adamovlch 
(Llnl vs, Bye; Kostalova•Smlth !Mag)· 
vs, eve; Mattileu;.Lewls. (IC) vs. Crutcfl:
fleld-Waldrum lWPI: Smith-Cunning
ham {JM) vs, Wolchowskl•Bannon 
bStC); Marglnean-Weaver (MtO) vs, 

ye, . •■■■' 
No. 2 Doubles 

Bell-Aderholt (WP) vs, Bye; Ki.lblckl• 
McAlpine (Weir). vs. Pehsnlch-Santlego 
IIC): Pittinger-Keller (OG)·vs, Magl"lolfa; 
Batra-DeGuzmal"I (Llnl .vs. Bye; MIiton
Woife \WCJ vs, Bye; Weirton Madonna 
vs. Ph lll~s-Freeland (JM); Costine• 
WIiiiams (StC) vs. Murtht-Helfer tMtD)i 
Vlgllanco~DIBartolomeo {Brk) vs. Bye, 

■■■ 
' •. No,:a Doubles 

Freema n•M a rshel 1- .(Wr:i)• 'Vs .. _ ·B','a;, 
Gumm•Laroh .. (Weir) ~ 1

, Welrtoli 
• Madonnah· Throckmorton• owell (Mag) 

v:i. Hara men-Kelley I tD): -Exlev
Onlsha JLlnl vs. Bye; Knut •Faint (WCI 
vs. Bye; Gable-Bober (StCl vs. Michetti• 
Wickham !IC); Schoolcraft•Grovas (OGl 
-vs, Givens-Battiste (JM); Martln-Sper
lezza (Brkl vs. Bye, 

Wsdnesday, April 27 
• OVAC TENNIS Chemplonshlp Girls' 

Singles at Bethany College B:00 a.m. 
• OVAC SOFTBALL Semifinals at Cham

bers 1-470 Fields 5 p,m.~6:30 p.m. 
• OVAC BASEBALL uusrterflnals Rain 

Date 
Thursday, April 28 

* OVAC TENNIS Championship Boys' 
Slngjes at Bethany Coll~e 8:00 s.m. 

* OVAC SOFTBALL. Semlflnals Chem• 
bers 1·470 Fields 5 p,m~ 6:30 p.m. 

• OVAC BASEBALL uuarterflnels Rain 
Date 

Friday, Aprll 29 
• OVAC TENNIS Championships Rain 

Date 
• OVAC SOFTBALL Semifinals Rain Date 
* OVAC BASEBALL Quarterflnels Rain 

Date 
Saturday, April 30 

• Tennis Championship Rain Date 
• OVAC BASEBALLSemlflnals, at TBA 
• OVAC SOFTBALL Chemplonshlps 

Chambers 1-470 Field 
Class AAA: 10:30 a.m.: Class AAAA: 

12:15 p.m,; Class A: 2 p,m,: Class AAA: 
3:45 p.m. . 

SOFTBALL 
AAAA 

School W L CP AVG 
Edison 12 1 770 59.23 
Buckey_e Local 11 3 695 49.64 
John Marshall 14 4 855 47,60 
Steubenville 15 5 919 46,95 
Brooke 7 B 456 36.00 
East Llver~ool 4 6 207 20.70 
Wheeling Park 6 12 358 19,89 
Beaver local 4 8 226 18,83 
Weir 1 15 64 4.00 
Zenasvllle O 13 O 0.00 
Cambridge• 7 2 371 41.22 

School A~ L CP AVG 
Martins Farry 14 3 792 46.69 
Bellaire 14 3 761- 44,76 
Harrison Central 11 9 699 29,96 
St. Clalrsvllla 9 7 466 29.13 
Magnolia 9 7 463 28,94 
Indian Creek 6 9 361 23.40 
Oak Glen 6 9 334 22,27 
Union Local 3 16 166 8.74 
Jylet Consolldeted 1 13 37 . 2,64 
Meadowbrook* 6 2 337 42. 13 

AA 
School W L CP AVG 
Steubenville Central 8 3 463 42,09 
Monroe Central 14 1 608 40,63 
Wheeling Central 18 4 826 37,65 
Fort Frye 11 2 450 34.62 
Frontier 9 6 391 26,07 
Buckeye Trell 6 10 277 17.31 
Toronto 5 9 240 17,14 
River 7 9 247 15.44 
Barnesvllle 6 9 225 15.00 
Csldwell 4 9 155 11.92 
Wellsville 2 B 106 10,60 
Shenandoah AW3 14 122 7,18 

School L CP AVG 
Bellaire St. John's 15 1 693 43,31 
Bishop Donahue 10 4 394 28.14 
Cameron 10 6 388 25.87 
Weirton Madonna 8 6 341 24,36 
Llnsly 7 13 268 13.40 
Brldge~ort 6 14 227 11.36 
Paden City 4 9 143 11.00 
Beallsville 3 11 137 9,79 
Shadyside 2 12 79 5,64 
Conotton Valley* 1 1 40 20.00 
Valley* 0 5 0 0,00 
* Scllools that did· not meet the OVAC 
minimum 10 games played rule. 

OVAC SOFTBALL 
PAIRINGS 

QUARTER FINALS 
AAAA 

Beaver Local at Edison 
Brooke at Steubenville 
East LIVeq;i,ool at John Marshall 
Wheeling Park at Buckeye Local 

■■■ 
AAA 

Union Local at Martins Ferry 
Magnolia et St Clairsville 
Indian Creek at Harrison Central 
Oak Glen et Bellaire ... 

AA 
River at Steubenville CethollC 
'Frontier at Fort Frye 
'Buckeye Trail at Wheellna Central 
Toronto at Monroe Central 

■■■ 
A 

BeallSVllle at'Bellslre St, John's 
Llnsly at Weirton Madonna 
Brldger:1ort at Camaron 
Paden Cltv et Blshop_Donahue 
NOTE: All games Monday, Aprll 25. 


