Martins Ferry's Lynsey Agnew (5) is forced out at second base as Harrison Central sscond bas
championship game Friday at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Complex. At right is u
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eman Sara Santille takes a throw during actlon of their
mpire Tom Bechtel. Martins Ferry won, 8-2.

Riders Roll to Title

Martins Ferry bangs out 15 hits in 8-2 win over Harrison Central to claim OVAC Class AAA crown

l;y TRACY WATSON
or The Intelligencer

After having their Ohlo Valley Ath-
letic Conference softball championship
dreams dashed by Magnolia in the
2004 tournament, coach Jess
Cordery’s Martins Ferry squad was on
4 mission cntcrin% this year's event.

And after a three-game rampage
through the Class field, the Pur-
ple Riders finally got to hoist the tro-
phy they have been waiting for Friday
alternoon for the first time since the
2000 campaign.
- Martins Ferry pounded out 15 hits
and senior pitcher Angie Cerasoli
fanned 14 Harrison Central hitters as
the Purple Riders rolled to a convinc-
ing 8-2 victory over the upstart
Huskies at the J.B. Chamber’s 1-470

Complex in Wheeling.
The victog moves Cordeg’s squad
to 17-3 on the season, and the streak-

ing Riders will begin sectional play
next week having won 15 of their 16
contest, thanks in ]uﬂi&e part to their
powerful hitting, mistake causing base-
running and Cerasoli's right arm.
Ferry's three-day tournament totals,
including victories over Union Local

and Magnolia, have the Riders outscor-
ing their opponents by a 26-4 margin,
with a 31-12 hit differential while
committing only two errors to 17 for
their victims, Meanwhile, Cerasoli col-
lected 34 strikeouts during the tourna-
ment.

*“This is just a real good feeling,”
Cordery admitted. *'These kids play as
such as team, and there is not one girl
out there that puts herself about the
team. They just all love to play this
game, ’

** Angie (Cerasoli) has been our rock
and we depend on her so much, so
when the other girls get the bats going
she is normally able to keep us close.
We also seem to get the big hits after
that and take advantage of the other
teamn’s errors.””

But while the Purple Riders were
able to hit the ball early, picking up
five hits over the first two innings, the

ame remained scoreless heading to
the bottom of the fourth. . _

The Riders did get a double and two
singles in the opening frame, but had
two runners thrown out on the basepa-
ths, including Ashley Suto at the plate.

Ferry’s home-half of the fourth

. Today’s Champlonship Games

OVAC BOFTBALL
Class AAAA
John Marshali vs. Edison, 12:15 p.m.,

Clags AA
Whasling Central vs. Steubenvilte Contral, 2
p.m.

Class A
Bellaire St. John's vs, Cameron, 3:45 p.m.

proved to be the difference as three sin-
les and three Harrison Central (14-
1) errors spaved the way for a three-
run rally. Senior Megan Ware picked
up an RBI single while Jessica Hilton
chased home a run on a fielder's choice
during the inning,
Things only got worse for coach
Donnie Bethel’s Huskies in the fifth as
the designated hosts banged out six
more hits and collected a pair of walks
}_o extend the advantage to 8-0 after
ive.
While Suto, Kayla Lewis and pinch-

hitter Megan Anzak were all credited .

with RBIs during the uprising, the big
hit was a two-run double off the bat of
senior Lynsey Agnew, who collected

three hits in the contest. :

Harrison Central, which did manage
seven hits off of Cerasoli, put together
a short rally of its own'in the sixth,
with Andiea Davis stroking an RBI
double and Melinda Dunlap adding a
two-out, run-scoring single before
Gena.Everhart was thrown out at sec-
ond to end the inning.

The Huskies went quietly in the sev-
enth on a pair of Cerasoli strikeouts
and a fly ball to center to end the game,
which set off a wild Martins Ferry cel-
ebration,

**Cernsoli did what a senior pitcher
is supposed to do, take her team on her
shoulders and carry them until her
teamn’s bats come alive,”' Bethel said.
*“You would expect no less from a
pitcher of that caliber. _

*'Good pitching always tops good
hitting, and that was the case today.

“‘Katy Leeper is only a freshman for
us and I think she may have lost a little
confidence on the mound with some of
her pitches today, but she is what got
us here. We never gave up and I am
very proud of my team right now.”

Please See RIDERS, Page 22
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Martins Ferry
gets past
Blue Eagles

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Writer

Teams who are playing Martins Ferry had better jump on senjor
pitcher Angie Cerasoli early.

Magnolia learned that the hard way Thursday afternoon.

The Lady Blue Eagles struck for one run in the top of the first,
but from there Cerasoli was lights out, leading the Lady Riders to
the OVAC Class 3-A title game by virtue of a 7-1 victory at the
Chambers I-470 Complex in Elm Grove.

“Angie was as good tonight as I have seen her in the last
month,” said veteran Ferry softball coach Jess Cordery. “When
she’s throwing like she did tonight, there’s not many who can beat
her.” :

After getting through a first inning where Magnolia had a base
hit and took advantage of a Lady Rider error to pro-
duce a tally, Cerasoli settled down. She
allowed just two more hits the rest of the
way and retired 13 of the final 14 she
faced.

“We’re going to have to stop her start-
ing out rocky,” Cordery joked. “When
she gets 1o the point where she feels com-
fortable and settles into a groove then
she’s got command of all of her pitches
and makes it tough on the hitters.”

For the game, Cerasoli struck out nine,
walked two and plunked a batter.

“Angie changed speeds, moved the ball around and it makes
the game pretty easy for the rest of us,” Cordery continued.

Magnolia’s lead was short-lived as the Lady Riders wasted lit-
tle time in asserting themselves with the bats.

Senior lead-off hitter Ashley Suto once again served as the
sparkplug for the rally, igniting the inning with a single. She went
to second on a passed ball.

After an out was recorded, Cerasoli drew a base on balls as did
clean-up hitter Kelsey Carpenter. That loaded the bases for hard-
hitting shortstop Lynsey Agnew.

She unioaded a single into right-center that scored both Suto
and Cerasoli to put the Ferrians up for good.

Ferry’s second-inning offense was fueled by porous Magnolia
defense, which committed four errors in the frame and led to four
runs and nine hitters comiug to the plate.

Ruta aonin ctarted tha rallsr writh har dannnd ~lmela o b o ..

Knights
hammer
Monroe

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Writar

One of the most anticipated
games of the OVAC softball
tournament left a little to be
desired,

Wheeling Central - win-
ners of 16 straight - handed
Monroe Central one of its
worst losses in many a season
Thursday evening, eliminating
the defending OVAC 2-A and
OHSAA Division 1II state
champions by a decisive 8-1
count on Lisa Field at the
Chambers [-470 Complex in
Elm Grove. '

The Lady Maroon Knights

- who are now 20-4 on the

season - will  meet
Steubenville
Catholic

Saturday
afternoon ;

hardware.

Getting
to the title
game wasn't
nearly as casy as
it looked.

“It wasn't as easy as the
scoreboard indicated,” said co-
Wheeling Central head coach
Ambrose Bober. “We hit the
ball well and had to fight for
every run we got.”

Coming into the game, the
task of meeting Lady Seminole
ace LeeKycia Brown who led
the Lady Seminoles to a 32-0
record a year ago and had only
lost seven games in her career,

wac valichad ke #hna T Aao.
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Monroe Central one of its
worst Josses in many a season

but from there Cerasoli was lights out, leading the Lédy Riders to
the OVAC Class 3-A title game by virtue of a 7-1 victory at the

Chambers 1-470 Complex in Elm Grove.

“Angie was as good tonight as I have seen her in the last
month,” said veteran Ferry softball coach Jess Cordery. “When
she’s throwing like she did tonight, there’s not many who can beat

her.”

After getting through a first inning where Magnolia had a base
hit and took advantage of a Lady Rider error to pro-

duce a tally, Cerasoli settled down. She
allowed just two more hits the rest of the
way and retired 13 of the final 14 she
faced.

“We're going to have to stop her start-
ing out rocky,” Cordery joked. “When
she gets to the point where she feels com-
fortable and settles into a groove then
she’s got command of all of her pitches
and makes it tough on the hitters.”

For the game, Cerasoli struck out nine,
walked two and plunked a batter.

“Angie changed speeds, moved the ball around and it makes
the game pretty easy for the rest of us,” Cordery continued.
Magnolia’s lead was short-lived as the Lady Riders wasted lit-

tle time in asserting themselves with the bats.

Senior lead-off hitter Ashley Suto once again served as the
sparkplug for the rally, igniting the inning with a single. She went

to second on a passed ball.

After an out was recorded, Cerasoli drew a base on balls as did
clean-up hitter Kelsey Carpenter. That foaded the bases for hard-

hitting shortstop Lynsey Agnew.

She unloaded a single into right-center that scored both Suto

and Cerasoli to put the Ferrians up for good.

Ferry's second-inning offense was fueled by porous Magnolia
defense, which committed four errors in the frame and led to four

runs and nine kitters coming to the plate.

Suto again started the rally with her second single of the game.
Stepbianie Payne then singled and moved up to second on an error
in the infield. Two batter later, Carpenter bounced the ball to short

and the throw to home was late, scoring Suto.

Agnew then lifted what looked like a routine pop-up on the

Ses, RIDERS, Page B2

St. John reaches fifth
straight OVAC 1-A final

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Writer

It was a birthday that St. John Central senior
Meghan Johnson won’t soon forget.

On the very day she turned 18 years of age, the
Lady Irish ace pitcher hurled her team into the
OVAC Class 1-A title game for the fourth straight
season after they disposed of Linsly 9-1 Thursday
afternoon at the Chambers [-470 Complex in Elm
Grove.

The Lady Irish will now meet Cameron, which
disposed of Bishop Donahue in the other 1-A semi-
final Thursday,

“As usual, Meghan did her job and I thought we
hit the ball hard today,” said St. John Central head
- coach Jerry Magistro.

It wasn’t just a special day for Johnson, but also
for Magistro who picked up his 100th'career victory
in his five years at the helm of the SJIC program. For
the season, the Lady Irish are now 19-2,

Magistro couldn’t have any more correct than

when he said as usual in reference to Johnson. She
was up to her same old tricks, fanning eight, allow-
ing a walk and just one hit. The lone Cadet run was
of the unearned variety in the fourth inning.

“The mound wasn't in that great of shape, but
she still pitched really well under tough conditions,”

Magistro said. “Apain, we did what we had to do, §

and that’s what you have to do from this point on.”

The potent Lady Irish offense wasted little time |

in giving Johnson some run support.

After she mowed down the Cadets with little |
trouble in the top of the first, the St. John offense §

went to work.

The Green struck four times in the first inning,
taking advantage of Linsly miscues, but also with
solid contact.

“Yeah, they made some errors, but we hit the ‘ball
well,” Magistro explained. “Sometimes 1 think we
were hitting it too well because they were playing us
back to fence, so we have to learn to start hitting line
drives.”

See, ST. JOHN, Page B2

MARTINS FERRY ace Angie Cerasoli delivers a pitch to the plate during Thursday's OVAC
infield, but the ball was dropped, allowing both Payne and Class 3-A semifinal game against Magnolia at the Chambers |1-470 Complex. The Lady Riders
scored a 7-1 victory and will take part in today's final against Harrison Central.

Thursday evening, eliminating
the defending OVAC 2-A and
OHSAA Division III state
champions by a decisive 8-1
count on Lisa Field at the
Chambers 1-470 Complex in
Elm Grove. '

The Lady Marcon Knights
- who are now 20-4 on the-
season - will meet
Steubenville
Catholic
Saturday
afternoon A

to the title
game wasn’t
nearly as easy as

it looked.

“It wasn’t as easy as the
scoreboard indicated,” said co-
Wheeling Central head coach
Ambrose Bober. “We hit the
bali well and had to fight for
every run we got.”

Coming into the game, the
task of meeting Lady Seminole
ace LeeKycia Brown who led
the Lady Seminoles to a 32-0
record a year ago and had only
lost seven games in her career,
was relished by the Lady
Knight players.

“We told the girls coming
in that there were going to be a
lot of people at the game to see
(LeeKycia) pitch,” said

T-L Photo/MICHAEL HARVILLA

Sea, CENTRAL, Page B2

. T-L Phota/MICHAEL HARVILLA
pitcher Meghan Johnson comes home with a pitch during the
early innings of Thursday's Class 1-A OVAC semifinal game. Johnson — who was cele-
brating her 18th birthday - hurled a one hitter and the Green advanced to its fifth
straight title game.

ST. JOHN CENTRAL
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MONROE CENTRAL pitcher LeeKycia Brown throws to first during the OVAC 2-A semifinal
game at the Chambers I-470 Complex. Looking on is Monroe Central third baseman Brandy

Stephens,

@® Central

Continued from Page B1

Central co-head coach Rick Magruder. “But, we
wanted the fans to leave talking about how we hit
the ball.”

While the Lady Knights are preparing for
Saturday’s Litle tilt, Monree Central’s focus now
goes buck to the OHSAA tournament, but rookie
head coach Missy Knowloil kiiows her team had
betler play a lot better,

*This wasn't even the same group that 1 have
known and loved all year,” Knowlton smiled. “We
made some inexperienced mistakes today that you
shouidn’t be making at this Linie of the year.”

Brown appeared W be on criise control in the
opening three innings, retiring alt nine hitters,
including five via the strikeout,

However, the second time through the Maroon
Knights” fineup proved o be a slightly different
story,

“"We had some good cuts the first time
through,” Magruder said. “1 kept telling the girls
you would get Lo her the second time around and
they definitely came up with some big hits.”

Casey Savage led off the third inning with a
solid single into right. After a pop-out on the
infield, Kayla Gray came to the dish. She took a 2-
2 offering decp into the evening. The ball hit the
top of the fence and bounced over for a two-run
flome run.

“LeeKycia was pitching real well through three
innings,” Knowlton observed. “But the home run
just seemed to ke the wind out of her balloon and
a lot of us for that matier.”

Monroc Central got its only run of the conlest in
the botlom of the lourth when Brandi Stephens
reached on an error, Taylor Jorris followed with a
tripte to the left-centerfieid gap that scored

Stephens.

Wheeling Central wasn’t rattled, The Lady
Maroon Knights came back up in the top of the
fifth and struck for four spot. Cat Stylich went to
second on a two-base error. She scored when Andy
Burke roped a base hit.

After a strikeout, Val Palmer reached on an
error. Gray then reached on an error, allowing
Burke to race home. Angela Petzos then came
through with a two-run double. She added a RE]
double in the seventh,

All told, Monroe was charged with seven errors.
Brown worked the distance, funning nine and
walking none.

“You have to give Wheeling Central credit
because they hit the ball hard,” Knowlton said.

Central added two more runs in the seventh,
both of which were unearned, but the Lady
Knights had more than enough with pitcher Cassic
Garen throwing a gen.

She worked the distance, striking out eight and
walking one. She limited the Lady Seminoles to
five hits,

Carrie Knowlton had two singles for Lady
Seminoles. ‘

Monroe Central (15-4) returny to the diamond
on Wednesday in the Division [1} sectional tourns-
ment at Cambridge to begin defense of ity stale
title. '

“If we don’t play a little better than we did
tonight we won’t be going very far in the tourna-
ment,” Knowlton said.

Linescore:

Wheeling Central 000 240 2 8 5 %

Mgnroe Central 060100 015 7
BATTERIES: Garen and Orkoskey. Brown and Jorris,

® St. John

Continued from Page B1

The first Lady Irish run of the
game came on & passed ball, but
from there the Green produced
three run-scoring hits in the
apening frame. Senior catcher
Ellie Swartz had a RBI double,
while Loraine Skorich singled
llome a run. Amber lrwin was
also credited with a RBT hit

The Green all but sealed the
deal in the boltom of the third
inning when it scored another
quartet of runs,

Johnson helped her own cause
when she reached with @ one-out
single. Swartz then reached on
anr error and the over-throw
allowed Johason 1o race home.
frwin tallicd her second RB1
when she tifted 4 sacrifice fly to
score Swarlz.

Betsie Smith and Jenna Vavra
also had RBIs in the third-inning
rally.

Linsly’s lone hit came cour-
tesy of Jessica Schucht who had
a single. Kaliegh Parsons was
credited with the RBI on a
groundont to produce the lone
rugn {or Linsly.

Though the Lady Irish will be
the favorite in Saturday’s cham-
pionship game, Magistro knows
his team had better come ready
to play.

*We don't play Cameron (in
the regular season), but from
whal 1 saw here today they have
a4 nice team,” Magistro noted.
“They have some nice hilters,
speed and are fundamentally
sound,”

Linescore:

Linsly 00G100G 1 16

St John404 010x 9 5 2

BATTERIES. Zane and Flowers,
Johnson and Swartz.

CAMERON reached its firsi-
ever OVAC title game following
a 6-3 viclory over Bishoo
Donahue Thursday afternoos.

Lacey Tustin picked up the
mound for the Lady Dragons.
She worked the distance with
five strikcouts and nine walks.

Kori Gouldsberry led tha
Lady Dragons at the plate with o
double and a single.

Linescore:
Cameron 010 410t 6 6 i
Donahue 00G 0003 3 3 4

BATTERIES: Tustin and
Gouldsberry. Gross and Crockard.

® Riders

Continued from Page B1

Carpenter Lo score,

“We wanl 1o put pressure on
defense by moving runners and
we always look for an extra
base,” Cordery said. “It makes it
tougher on the defense becuause
they start looking around for us

of our order,” Cordery said.
“You have to pitch to everybody
and you have to pitch everybody
honest because we have so many
girls who can hit the ball.”

While the Lady Blue Eagles
were kicking the ball around to a

Harrison Central. which elimi-
nated Bellaire Wednesday night,
today at 4:30 p.m, for the title.

“1 sat here (Wednesday nights
and watched Harrison Central
play Bellaire and | am looking
Forward to ir hecanse #7'< onine

Riders ——

" (Continued from Page 17)

"*‘We are very young and it
took them getting an 8-0 lead to

et some pressure off of us
gefore we really started playing.

**We didn’t come here to set-
tle for second place, but there is
not a team I would rather lose to
than Martins Ferry and a coach
like Jess Cordery. I have so
much respect for him and his
team and they really conducted
themselves in a professional
manner with this win today.”

.Cordery, meanwhile, was
impressed with Harrison’s early-
game defense, but knew he could
not change the game plan
because of 1.

- *“We tried to make things hap-
pen in the first inning, but the
made some nice plays,”” he said.
*'T knew they were a good defen-
sive team, but I was not going o
change our style because of that,

“\%e just kept the pressure on
hoping they would break and
they finally did.

““This is just what we wanted,
to go into the sectionals on a
roll.”’ ]

.Agnew and Stephanie Payne
each collected three hits for the
winners while Cerasoli, Lewis
and Ware had two each. Dunlap
singled twice for the Huskies.
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DELIVERING A pitch

to homa plate in
Woednesday's OVAC
Class 3A semifinal is
Harrison Central's Katy

" Leeper. Leeper led the
Lady Huskies to a 6-2

~ win, striking out six
while walking only two
batters. Harrison
Central will face the
winner of today’s semi-
final between Magnolia
and top-seeded Martins
* Ferry. The 3Afinal is
~scheduled for Saturday.

T Photo/MIGHAEL FARVILLA

Huskies win OVAC semifinal

* Harrison breaks 0-13 drought againt Lady Reds

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Writar

Donnie Bethel and his Harrison Central-

Lady Huskies had faced Bellaire some 13
times in his career. .

He had never tasted victory against the
Lady Reds,

He couldn’t have asked for a better time
than Wednesday night in the semifinals of
the OVAC Class 3-A tournament at the
Chambers I-470 Complex.

Thanks to a four-run seventh inning,
Harrison Central’s hopes turned into reality

as the Huskies broke a two-all deadlock en
route to the 6-2 win, .

“Bellaire has definitely been a thorn in
our side,” Bethel admitted. “I feel good for
these kids because they made the plays
tonight when we needed them. This is the
second game in a row where we have per-
formed extremely well.”

Thitd-year Bellaire head coach Melissa
Kaldor watched her team check out of the
OVAC tournament short of the final for the
first time in her career.

“Give Harrison Central credit because
they played really well,” Kaldor said. “We

Buckeye falls to JM -

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Writer

- Buckeye Local was just a few innings too late.

The Lady Panthers waited just a little too long to get their bats
going as they fell to John Marshall 4-2 in the first OVAC Class 4-A
semifinal game Wednesday evening at the I-470 Chambers Complex.

The Lady Monarchs advance to Saturday’s 12:15 p.m, 4-A title
game where they will meet Edison, which ousted Brooke by a 3-0
count in the middle of the tripleheader.

“We played good defense again and our hitting has been coming
around,” said acting JM head coach Ed West, who is filling in for
veteran coach Poucho Flores, who is continuing his recovery from
health problems.

While the Lady Monarchs scored all four of their runs in the first
three innings, Buckeye Local had just two hits throngh four frames.

“We struggled early with the bat,” said Lady Panthers’ head coach
Barry Closser. “We just didn’t have the bats out early. We had some
runners o, but we couldn’t cash them in.”

The Lady Monarchs wasted little time in jumping on Lady Panther
starting pitcher Casey Magyar who lasted just one-plus innings
before being lifted for ace Tabetha Gretchen.

“Gretchen threw a lot of pitches the other day,” said Closser.
“Casey has been doing the job for us all year long, so we feel com-
fortable with her on the mound.”

See, BUCKEYE, Page C4

just didn’t get the job done tonight, and it’s
disappointing because we had some opportu-
nities.”

The Lady Huskies appeared to be on their
way to a 3-2 deficit entering the seventh
inning.

However, the Harrison defense came up
big when it had to.

Bellaire senior slugger Nikki Driscoll led
off the inning with a triple to dead center
field,

Kaldor called for catcher Sarah Delbert to

See, HUSKIES, Page C4
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drop down a bunt. She executed the bunt, which went back to fresh-
man pitcher Katy
Leeper. The Lady RSz
Huskie frosh ace

e batseoll back Harrison Central hits the

ing onto first for the crap out ofﬂgg ball.’
oui.

After the throw
was released,
Driscoll broke for
home. First-baseman
Andrea. Davis deliv-
ered a quick throw
back to catcher Chelsea Coconougher who had the plate blocked per-
fectly and laid the tag on Driscoll for the second out of the inning.

“It was just a bunt to see how (Harrison) would react,” Kaldor
said. “Nikki is one of the smartest players we have ever had at
Beltaire and she just hesitated a little too much and she knew she
was out.”

The momentum officially shifted toward the Harrison dugout in
the top of the seventh.

“We work on that where we look the runner back,” Bethe] said.
“But, earlier in the game we kind of screwed it up, but it worked out
well when we needed it.” -

Designated player Melinda Dunlap led off the seventh with a
solid single. After Annie Yarrish dropped down a perfect sacrifice
bunt, the hit parade began.

. Harrison Central watched Gena Everhaul rope a single to score
Dunlap. Leeper then reached on an error. Ashley Cunningham fol-
lowed with another single back through the box, scoring Everhaul.
Sara Santille then grounded out that scored Leeper.

HCoconougher then singled to score Cunningham to complete the
rally. 4
“Harrison Central hits the crap out of the ball,” Kaldor said, “We
had a couple of errors that hurt us at times tonight and as the game
went on Leeper got better, so Harrison deserves all the credit.” .

Bellaire's offense was silenced in the bottom of the seventh as
Leeper mowed the Lady Reds’ down. She allowed a harmless walk,
bus she got no further than first base.

For the game, Leeper allowed only two hits, two earned runs,
while striking out six and walking just two.

The Lady Huskie offense was stymied for the first three innings
udeady Reds’ senior Amanda Coulter sat down the first nine in
order.

Harrison broke through in the second when Cunningham led off
with a single. She took second when the ball was mishandled in the
outfield. A groundout moved Cunningham up to third. Coconongher

then rolled into a fielder’s choice, but another Bellaire error aliowed

Coconougher to slide safely into home.

Bellaire got those two runs back in the bottom half of the frame.
Freshman Monica Chase drew a lead-off walk. Driscoll then singled
into left. Delbert dropped down a bunt. Leeper opted to try to go to
third, but the throw was late and the sacks were jniced,

Tara Whitely grounded out to second, but the play allowed Chase
to score. Sophomore Michelle Tomlan then reached on an ertor,
scoring Driscoll. However, Leeper got out of the Jjam with back-to-
back groundouts. '

Harrison Central must now play the waiting game to find out its
opponent in Saturday’s finals. The Lady Huskies will face the win-
ner of today’s 3-A semifinal between top-seeded Martins Ferry and
defending champion Magnolia.

Linescore:
Harrison Central 000200 4 6 7
Bellaire 6002000 2 2

2
3
BATTERIES: Leeper and Coconougher. Coulter and Delbert.

—Melissa Kaldor

® Buckeye
Continued from Page C1

John Marshall got going in the first thanks to some two-out light-
ning.

'%hird—baseman Courtney McGilton singled to ignite the rally.
Hard-hitting first baseman Vanessa Ilovar took the first pitch she saw
deep into rightfield and went all the way to third with.a stand-up
triple, scoring McGilton, ‘

Hovar came across after an error was.committed in the Buckeye
Local infield. .

“Vanessa has been crushing the bail since she was a freshman,”
West said. “She started hitting the ball as a freshman and has never
siowed down.”

Another fielding miscue ignited another Monarch rally in the sec-
ond inning. Starting pitcher Devin Heilman reached when her fly bali
was dropped. Bria Morris followed with a single and two pitches later
Heilman went to third on a passed ball.

Catcher Emily McDermott produced an infield single and Illovar
raced home on the errant throw.

The aforementioned Illovar was back at it in the third inning.
Again, she took the first pitch she saw deep into centerfield for a -
triple. Samantha Stout produced a sacrifice fly to left that scored
Tllovar easily.

From there, the Lady Monarchs turned it over to Heilman and then
stopper Sarah Swogger who put the clamps down on the Lady

. Panthers,

Buckeye Local broke through in the fifth. Megan Kachur led off
the inning with a triple into the left-center gap. Ashley Miller then
singled her home. She moved up to second on a fielder’s choice,

Megan Bartrug drove in Miller from second with a single. That led
West to go to his bullpen.

He called for Swogger to replace Heilman who had allowed two
runs on four hits, while striking out one and walking three.

“Devin has pitched some really good games for us and we actually
have a three-pitcher rotation going,” West said. “I thought she was
getting a little tired, but she still deserves a lot of credit for her per-
formance.”

Swogger came on and fanned back-to-back hitters to thwart the
Buckeye rally. She allowed two singles over the final two innings and
fanned four of the final six outs to record the save.

“Sarah has really come on as a pitcher,” West continued. “She’s
increased her speed and she Tocates her pitches better and better each
time out.”

JTamie Fillipi had a single and a double to lead Buckeye Local at
the dish,

Linescore:

John Marshall 2110000 4 8 1
Buckeye Local 0000200 2 7 4

-BATTERIES: Heilman, Swogger (5) and McDermott. Magyar,

Gretchen (2) and Brown.

W
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BuckeYe Local Steals
One From Park in 7th

By JIM ELLIOTT
Staff Writer
Courtesy runner Brianna Finey scored the
winning run on a wild pitch in the bottom of
the seventh inning, leading second-seeded
Buckeye Local to a 3-2 win over seventh-

seeded Wheeling Park in OVAC Class -

AAAA quarterfinal action Tuesday in Con-
norville.

Finey came on to run for pitcher Tabetha
Gretchen, who crushed a double with one
out in the bottom of seventh. She moved to
third on single by Jamie Fillippi and scored
the game-winner when Park’s Jen
Sparachane uncorked a wild one.

Tt was as close a play as you'll find, as
Sparachane alertly covered the plate and
applied a quick tag, but one that the Pan-

thers (13-3) will take, nonetheless. They
continue action in the tourney today at 4:30

.m. vs. John Marshall at the Chambers

ields at 1-470.

A1) 14 kids contributed,”’ Buckeye Local
coach Barry Closser said.

“With good teams, everybody contributes,
and we had that today. We've been doing
that all year.”’

1t was not an isolated incident.

In the top of the seventh, Park’s Anna
Haber led off with a walk and advanced fo
second with no one out.

Sparachane then ripped a liner to right that
appeared to be deep enough to advance a
colrtesy runner.

Please See BUCKEYE, Page 18

QOVAC Softhall Semlfinals
(all games at }-470)

Wednesday
Class AA
Wheeling Central vs.
Monroe Gentral 5 p.m.
Steubenvilie Central vs,
Fart Frye 6:30 p.m.
Class
John Marshail vs.
Bucksye Locat 4:30 p.m.
Edison vs. Brocke 6p.m.
Class AAA
Hatrison Cenlral vs.
Beliaire 7:30 p.m.

Cerasoli’s Gem Sends
Ferry Into Semifinals

By TRACY WATSON
For The Intelligencer
Experience and talent can be a deadly
combination in sports, and Tuesday after-
noon Martins Ferry’s girls’ softball team
showed once again that it has both and it
will be a team that needs to be dealt with in
the postseason.
Angie Cerasoli tossed a two-hitter, while
fanning 11, and the top-seeded Purple

Thursday Riders pounded out nine hits and took
Class A advantage of six Union Local errors in
Cameron vs. cruising to an 11-1, six-inning, victory
Bishop Donahue 4:15 . over the Jets in an Ohio Valley Athletic

12), which defeated St. Clairsville on
Monday, at 5 p.m. Thursday in a semifinal
contest at the Chambers I-470 fields.

““We pride ourselves on playing real fun-
damental softball, and that is what we did
again today,’’ Cordery said.

“‘Union Local was a little shorthanded,
but they gave a good effort and played
hard, just like we like to do.””’

Coach Bill Weller’s 3-18 record Jets
started four freshmen and four sopho-
mores, and trailed only 4-0 after three
frames before committing all six of their
miscues over the final three innings. That

St. John's vs Linsty 6:30 p.m.
Ciass A
Martins Ferry vs. Magnolia 5

p.m.,

test in Martins Ferry.

S [
By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sporis Writer

Bellaire has just two seniors on its soft-
bail roster. :

And head coach Melissa Kaldor definite-
ly believes in quality over quantity.

_ She and the Lady Big Reds got a brilliant
pitching effort from senior Amanda Coulter
and classmate Nikki Driscoll did basically
everything else Monday evening at the
Bellaire Swimming Pool Field.

Behind the seniors’ effort, the Lady Big
Reds punched their ticket to the semifinals

of the OVAC 3-A softball tournament by virtue of
a 4-1 victory over seventh-seeded Oak Glen.’

Conference Class AAA quarterfinal con-

aved the way for the final seven Purple
ider tailies.

Please See FERRY, Page 18

Coach Jess Cordery’s 15-3 record squad
will now face fifth-seeded Magnolia (16-

e to OVAC semis

‘I think when Nikki went down, we were
all kind of nervous...but she looked at
me and said, “I'm not coming out.”’

— Melissa Kaldor

“Our two seniors give us everything they have

all game every game,” Kaldor said. “They have the

hearts of a lion and do everything they pos-
?&?ly can to help this team to be success-

The win advances the Lady Reds into
Thursday’s conference semifinal against the
winner of Harrison Central and Indian
Creek at the Chambers? [-470 Complex in
Wheeling.

“This is do or die time now,” Kaldor said.
“You can’t take anything for granted once
the tournaments start. I thought OQak Glen
played pretty well against us.”

The eatire Lady Reds softball family took
a deep breath in the bottom of the first

After lacing a single back through the box,

Driscoll made a wide turn for second. The Qak
Glen defenders threw to first and Driscoll’s knee
seemningly locked up. She fell to the ground in pain
and was tagged out,

She was helped off the field by members of the
Bellaire coaching staff,

_“I think when Nikki went down we were all
kind of nervous,” Kaldor said. “Our coaches were
screaming, ‘what do we do, what do we do?", but
she looked at me said, ‘I'm not coming out.””

With a noticeable limp, Driscoll trotted back
onto the field in the top of the second inning.

One out into the inning, the injury was put to
the test when the talented senior shortstop had to

See, BELLAIRE, Page B2

- www.timesileaderonline.com



Ferry

(Continued from Page 17)

A walk and a hit batsman got
the hosts rolling in the first
before Kelsey Carpenter chased
home a run with a single and
catcher Kayla Lewis plated two
more with a base hit past second.

Cerasoli’s leadofT triple in the
third and Carpenter’s RBI field-
er’s choice gave the Riders a 4-0
lead.

The first of two singles by
Megan Ware and the second of a

air of triples fromn Ashley Suto
ed to the next Ferry runin the
fourth before a walk and the first
Union Locat error pushed two
more across and make it 7-0,

While the Jets did not score in
their half of the fifth, freshman

Jamie Smith did get the visitor's
first hit of the game with a one-
out single up the middle that
broke up Cerasoli’s no-hit bid.

fessica Hilton's double and
another ervor made it 9-0 in the
fifth before the only Ferry mis-
cue of the day and sophomore
Laura Griffin’s double got
Union Local its only run of the
game.

The Riders put things away in
the sixth with a single and three
more Jet errors.

*“We have been hitting the ball
and running the bases very well
and 1 hope that can continue,””
Cordery added. *“We are swing-
ing the bat well all the way
through the lineup and we really

don’t have any easy outs in
there.

““Hopefully we can continue
playing this way, and we will be
4 team that will be difficult to
deal with.

““We also pgot another great
performance {rom Angie. When
she is on she is awfully tough to
hit,”

Suto, Carpenter and Ware all
had two hits for the winners
while Lewis plated a pair of tal-
lies. Along with her pitching per-
formance, Cerasoli was also a
menace at the plate, reaching all
four times she hit. Along with a
triple, she was hit by a pitch,
reached on a pair of errors and
scored three runs,

Buckeye

{Continued from Page 17)

Casey Hunter, playing right in
place of Megan Kachur who'd
already been [ifted twice and thus
had no capability to re-enter,
threw a strike to third to nail the
baserunner for the double play,

“‘She’d have been safe 1f she'd
have slid,”* Wheeling Park coach
Dee Davis said, “*but she didn’t
slide at afl.””

Closser got a little antsy on the
bench as the throw was made —
any type of bad throw would
have given Park the lead — but
was clearly happly with the result.

It was more of what he’d been
talking about.

**We had a big-time throw from
right ficld to double that runner
off in the top of the inning,””
Closser said. “‘Everybody’s been
picking each other up every gamie
this year,”

Wheeling Park jumped out to a
2-0 Tead in the first inning on

® Bellaire

back-to-back run-producing hits
by Jen Gruber (a triple) and Jil
Wright (a single).

Buckeye Local got one.back in
the bottom of the frame when
Gina Hicks singled in Megan
Bartrug.

It remained that way — Park
leading 2-1 — until the bottom
of the sixth,

That, Closser said, was unex-
pected.

**Considering the last time we
played them it was 15-12, and
after they got two in the first, we
figured this was going to be a
slugfest,”” he said. “‘The game
settled on, Did I think it was
going to be one-run, 3-27 No. I
thought it was going to be maybe
11-10."

The Panthers got a big break in
the sixth, when Frica Stuart took
advaniage of a miscue in right
field. She ripped a one-hop single
to right that got away from the

Tielder and bounced all the way (o
the wall. Stuart didn’t stop run-
ning until she reached the dugout,
tying the score at 2,

The timing on a three-base ermor
couldn’t have been worse for the
Patriots.

““Two mistakes,”” Davis said.
““The play out there (the three-
base error) should have only been
a single and the girl didn’t slide
here (at third base) and got out,
The next play was a little bunt
hit. Two mistakes, that’s a pretty
good game for us, only two mis-
takes.”

Gretchen earned the win for the
Panthers. She struck out eight and
walked six, while limiting Park to
Jjust three hits,

Sparachane, again, took the
tough-luck Toss despite striking
out four and walking none.

Hicks, Bartrug, and catcher
Amanda Brown each had two hits
for Buckeye Local.

Continued from Page B1

Sprintinto shallow [eft field to track down an Ouk Glen pop-up

That allowed Coulter tn settle into a groove,
first seven in order belore a runner reached on a
alre got out of the jam when

She retired the
passed ball on a third-strjke call. Bell
Coulter induced 4 1-6-3 twin killing,
__In the bottom of the third inm‘ng

ife.

Driscoll reached first on an e
outy. Catchcz_r Sarah Delbert then drew
score when Tara Whitely reached on

« Bellaire’s bats came slightly o

Iror when there were already two
& walk. Driscoll came
another Lady Bear error.,

home to

“We are Playing pretty good softball right now,” Kaldor

explained. “We [&ft

pame,”

The one run

aur bats at home

appeared to be plenty

X C a little longer than I would have
liked, but our defense wa exceptional and that’y what kept us in th

@

as Coulter retired Ogk Glen in

(?'I‘Ficl‘ in both the fourth and fifth innings. Tasha Richard Jed off the

:f;ﬁ[‘]v\r:)th il ld(mble, but wgen she made a wide turn to third, Driscojl
J Sopliomore second baseman Micheiie : ) pr

ly put the tag on for the out. fomlan. who prompL-

*We use Nikki on

have more

vt outs on relay throws

Ly-balls. Nikki Driscoll is probabi the smuartes

at Belldire.” P 7 e smartest pl
Through six innings, Coulter had

had rzu;qd the minimum 18 hitters,
Bellaire tacked on three

all of our cut-offs,”

. Kaldor said.
(from the outfield) than we do on

"We probably

ayer I have seen

allowed rwo bage ranners and

nsurance runs in the bottom of the sixth,

N - - l D o .1 h a J + ] S . l :l
one ot 1er #4351 !]fsC(JH .Std.i te the it iy W [1LEI sne ”PPL i dotl-
bic ] ][v“ Lb]”—t] /\f[e[ i€ g!UUIld-()UE ¥v te l{ ) [ Ts t ko
" 1
W EU, but Shc h] ch” Y htcpped up f()l’ Ux!, K:lldol bald. wWe are il

young team with

play, so these kids have really impressed me.”

Tpm]an then reached on
seoring Whitely. Tomlan
at-bat -- came around to score

outfield,

an emor and Ashle

- who had stolen sec
when the hall w

three freshman, two sophomores and a junior who

vy McCorkle singled,
md base during the
as nusplayed in the

Ouk Gien finally got to Coulter for 4 run in the seventh inning,

but it was of the unearned variety, For e )
thx'?e hits, struck out six and didu’tywulk atil?tte;une, Coulte

‘Amanda has been sick a]] day :
(Sunday),” Kaldor said.
bat T think she threw the

Driscoll led the way
gmsI scmiud. Defensivaly, she had th

Ouller also had a single’to oo

Chelsea Sh a BB

Glen o compl

Linescore:
Qak Glen
Bellaire

BATTERIES:

=)

for Bellajre

alloweq

i 1y at school and missed practice
So we didnt really know what 1o expect
best game she’gi ever thrown for us t()night.’:
with a single, double and two
ree put-outs and three assists.
with her pitching anticg.

Anton and Kristen Pryor each had a single for Qak

ement Richard’s double.
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MeMichael and Boyd. Coulter and Delbert.
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Buckaye Local's Brianna Finey (42) is tat];t%;ed out by John Marshall's Emily McDemott dun‘n%
mifinal game Wednesday at the J.B. Chambers I-470 Complex. JM won, 4-2.
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Third Time
A Charm?

John Marshali to play in OVAC 4-A title game for third straight year

liy TRACY WATSON

or The Intelligencer

_ John Marshall interim head coach Ed
West hopes that the third time will be
the charm for his Lady Monarchs in the
OVAC Class AAAA championship
game Saturday afternoon.

But for right now, West and his squad
are just happy to escape Wednesday’s
semifinal with a hard-fought victory
over second-seeded Buckeye Local.

‘Junior slugger Vanessa Ilovar ripped
two triples and a double and freshman
pitcher Sarah Swoger fanned six in 2 %
innings as John Marshall scored four
runs in the initial three innings and held
on for a 4-2 victory over the Panthers at
the Chambers I-470 Complex.

The victory moves the Monarchs (19-
7) into Saturday’s 12:15 Ep.m champi-
onship contest against Edison, a 3-0
winneér over Brooke. It will be John
Marshall’s third consecutive trip to the
finals, having lost by one run to the
Wildcats and Wheeling Park the past
two campaigns.

*“This is our third chance in three
years, and we are hoping to come

through this year,”” West said. *'I really

believe we have a good shot this year ...

the Wildcats are the team to beat until
someone steps up and does it.”’

The first three innings were the differ-
ence in Wednesday's game with the
Monarchs bashing six of their nine hits
and taking advantage of all four of
Buckeye Local’s errors early on.

After Courtney McGilton reached on a
two-out single, Ilovar blasted a shot
deep down the right-field line that
kicked up chalk for an RBI triple. The
alert junior then raced home on an
errant Panther (13-4) throw to put the
designated visitors up by a 2-0 score.

John Marshall made it 3-0 in the sec-
ond as starting pitcher Devon Heilman
reached on an error, went to second on a
Bria Morris single and scored on an
error after catcher Emily McDermott
reached on & bunt sye.

Ilovar got the Monarch machine
rolling again in the third, this time with
a leadofT triple deep to centerfield. She
scored four pitches later on Samantha
Stout’s sacrifice fly to left for a 4-0
reading.

‘*The early part of the game really
killed us,”” Buckeye Local coach Barry
Closser said. **We couldn’t get the bats
going early, and then we gave them a
couple of runs. The story was really the
earl&,innings. :

‘“When we did get runners on, we
couldn’t do anything with them.

‘“We probably could have played
deeper on Hlovar early on, but she is Just
such a great hitter, We were also a little
surprised that they started (Devon) Heil-
man. We started Casey Magyar because
Tabetha Gretchen threw a lot of pitches
(Wednesday) and Casey has done a fine
for us all year,"”

Gretchen entered to pitch in the second
inning for the Panthers, but the early
damage had already been done. Buck-
eye was able to control the Monarch hit-
ters for most of the rest of the game.

Closser’s club did have opporfunities,
stranding two runners in scoring posi-
tion in the first two innings before

-appearing ready to break through in the
fourth.

Please See CHARM, Page 19

Edison tops

Brooke, stands

in JM’s way
By'CHklggglévHrliz:tErs. NASH

Pitching and dafance can rarrv van a




Buckeye Local's Brianna Finey (42) Is ta
AEAA o

ley Athletic Conference Class

Third Time
A Charm?

ed out by John Marshall’s Emily McDermott durin%
nal game Wednesday at the J.B. Chambers 11470 Complex. JM won, 4-2.

by Alex Kozlowski
action of their Ohio Veal-

Photo

John Marshall to play in OVAC 4-A title game for third straight year

Piy TRACY WATSON
or The Intelligencer

John Marshall interim head coach Ed
West hopes that the third time will be
the charm for his Lady Monarchs in the
OVAC Class AAAA championship
game Saturday afternoon.

Bat for right now, West and his squad
are just happy to escape Wednesday's
semifinal with a hard-fought victory
over second-seeded Buckeye Local.

‘Junior slugger Vanessa Iovar ripped
two triples and a double and freshman
pitcher Sarah Swoger fanned six in 2 %
innings as John Marshall scored four
runs in the initial three innings and held
on for a 4-2 victory over the Panthers at
the Chamnbers I-470 Coml&lex.

The victory moves the Monarchs (19-
7) into Saturday’s 12:15 p.m. champi-
onship contest against Edison, a 3-0
winner over Brooke. It will be John
Marshall’s third consecutive trip to the
finals, having lost by one run to the
Wildcats and Wheeling Park the past
two campaigns. ‘

“*This is our third chance in three
years, and we are hoping to come

through this year,”” West said. “‘I really
believe we have a good shot this year ...
the Wildcats are the team to beat until
someone steps up and does it.”’

The first three innings were the differ-
ence in Wednesday's game with the
Monarchs bashing six of their nine hits
and taking advantage of all four of
Buckeye Local’s errors early on.

After Courtney McGilton reached on a
two-out single, Ilovar blasted a shot
deep down the right-field line that
kicked up chalk for an RBI triple. The
alert junior then raced home on an
errant Panther (13-4) throw to put the
designated visitors up by a 2-0 score.

John Marshall made it 3-0 in the sec-
ond as starting pitcher Devon Heilman
reached on an error, went to second on a
Bria Morris single and scored on an
error after catther Emily McDermott
reached on a bunt single.

Tlovar got the Monarch machine
rolling again in the third, this time with
a leadoff triple deep to centerfield. She
scored four pitches later on Samantha
Stout's sacrifice fly to left for a 4-0
reading.

‘“The early part of the game really
killed us,”’ Buckeye Local coach Barry
Closser said. **We couldn't get the bats
poing early, and then we gave them a
couple of runs. The story was really the
early innings.

t n we did get runners on, we
couldn’t do anything with them.

“*We probably could have played
deeper on Ilovar early on, but she is just
such a great hitter. We were also a little
surprised that they started (Devon) Heil-
man. We started Casey Magyar because
Tabetha Gretchen threw a lot of pitches

ednesday) and Casey has done a fine
or us all year.”’

Gretchen entered to pitch in the second
inning for the Panthers, but the early
damage had already been done. Buck-
eye was able to control the Monarch hit-
ters for most of the rest of the game,

-Closser’s club did have opportunities,
stranding two runners in scoring posi-
tion in the first two innings before

-appearing ready to break through in the
fourth.

Please See CHARM, Page 19

Edison tops
Brooke, stands
in JM’s way

By CHRISTOPHER 8. NASH
StaiT Writer

Pitching and defense can carry you &
long way in softball.

And for the Edison Wildcats, that
includes a berth in the OVAC Class
AAAA championship game.

Lakyn Bendle fanned seven batters and
allowed only one hit, leading No, 1-
seeded Edison (15-5) past Brooke 3-0,
in the semifinals of the tournament
Wednesday evening at the I-470¢ Com-
plex in Wheeling. .

*‘She pitched 8 very fine game,” said
Edison coach Spencer Bendle. ‘“That hit
there was.probably my fault.

‘T called a pitch I probably shouldn’t
have called, but she didn’t hit her spot
either, so I guess we are both to blame."’

The lone hit tallied against Bendle
came with two outs in the seventh, as
Megan Rjggs split the gap between first
and second for a single.

Ironically, the Wildcats also ended the
game on the play, as Amy Bullock was
thrown out at the plate trying to score
frglrkn first. Bullock had reached with a
walk,

*“They made a nice defensive glay to
get the girl out at home,’”’ siid Brooke
coach Jim Cicchirillo. ‘“We also made a
nice defensive play at the plate earlier in
the game.

‘‘Both teams played very good
defense.”’

The defensive play in the game mir-
rored the effort being put forth on the
mound, as both defenses turned in sever-

Edison pitcher Lakyn Bendle works to the plate during

Photo by Alex Kozlowski
action of the Wild-

cats’ OVAC Class AAAA semifinal game vs. Brooke Thursday at the J.B.
Chambers 1-470 Complex. Edison won the game, 3-0.

al &1;:& plays to keep runners off the base

paths.

Edison finally found a way through the
Brooke defense in the sixth.

Jo Beth Householder reached on a
fielder's choice with two outs, before
Bendie watked to put runners at first and
second.

Annie Kovalesky then came through
for the Wildcats with a double that

brought home Householder for the
game’s first — and eventual winning —
un.

But Edison wasn’t through yet, as
Katelyn Givens put a ball in play that
Brooke couldn't come up with, allowing
two more runs to score for a 3-0 advan-
tage.

Please See EDISON, Page 19
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Photo by Alex Kozlowski
Martins Ferry’s Megan Ware (00) slides back into second basa as Ma?nolia's Alycia Bell preFares to a:]oply a tag during action of their

OVAC Class AAA semifinal Thursday at the J.B. Chambers I-470 Complex. Watching the play is umpire

Enjoying the Ride

Cerasoli pitches Martins Ferry into OVAC Class AAA finals against Harrison Central

l;yTRACY WATSON contest at the Chambers I-470 fine fielding plays. Alycia Bell did ond, on two singles, four Blue
0

r The Intelligencer fields. work a one-out walk in the seventh. Eaple miscies and & srall-
Cnarh Tace Mardarr ko hedle - e .

on Hamm. Ferry won, 7-1

Cameron to
play in first
Class A final

By DON CLEGG
For The Intelligencer
The third time proved to be the charm for
the Cameron girls’ softball team Thursday
afternoon. :
Coach Mark Witzberger's Dragons (14-8)
avenged & pair of regular-season losses to

. BishUQ/Donahue (13-6) with a 6-3 triumph in

the OVAC Class A semifinals at the -
bers I-470 complex in Wheeling.

The revenge win eamed Cameron its first-
ever berth in the OVAC championship game.

The Dragons will return to the Chambers
complex aturdzéy at 2 p.m. to battle top-
seeded Bellaire St. John Central (19-2) for
the OVAC single-A crown. -

Coach Jerry Magistro’s Lady Irish advanced
with a 9-1 win over Linsly in Thursday’s
other small-school semifinal.

‘“We talked about losing to them (Bishop
Donahue) twice during the regular season,’’
saild Witzberger. **We knew we had to play
better in order to beat them and my girls
stepped up and accepted the cballerrlﬁc. ’ :

Sophomore ace Lacey Tustin led the way on
the mound for Camercn. -

Tustin carried a no-hitter into the bottom of
the fifth and kept Bishop Donahue off the
scoreboard until there were two out in the
bottom of the seventh.

‘*Lacey’s been our workhorse all year,”
said Witzberger. ““I've probably pitched her
oo much, really, for a first-time starter but
she’s very smart and really knows what she’s
doing out there,

““I think we played one of our best defensive
tgha.tnes of the season behind her, as weil, and

at’s something that’s been a problem for us
at times,”’ :

While Tustin and the Cameron defense were
holding the No. 2-seeded Bishops at bay, the
Dragons still had to find a way to score.

Bishop Donahue hurler JoBeth Gross and
the Donahue defense had held Cameron to
just one run in 14 innings during the regular
5eas0n.

The Dragons equaled that output in the top
of the second.

Tustin reached base with a one-out single
and Michelle Cain then ripped a shot into the
hole between third and short.

As the left fielder charged the hard-hit
grounder, the ball struck the lip of the outfield

ﬁl‘dss and bounced several feet over the out-
elder’s head for a had.han PRT trinla




OVAC Class AAA semifinal Thursday at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Compl

ex. Watching the play is umpire

Enjoying the Ride

Phato by Alax Kozlowskl
Martins Ferry's Megan Ware (00) slides back into second base as Ma?nolla’s Alycia Belt prepares to aj)ply a tag during action of their

on Hamm. Ferry wan, 7-1

Cerasoli pitches Martins Ferry into OVAC Class AAA finals against Harrison Central

l%y TRACY WATSON
or The Intelligencer

Coach Jess Cordery has built a
well-oiled machine in Martins
Ferry, as his Firls’ softball team is
fundamentally sound in every
aspect. |

owever, while there are many
contributors, the engine that makes
the Purple Rider machine go is
pitcher Angie Cerasoli. Thursday
afternoon, the senior mighty-mite
was at her best. While that was bad
news for Magnolia, it equalled a
trip to the OVAC Class AAA
championship game for Cordery’s
bunch.

Cerasoli scattered three hits, fan-
ning nine and walking only two,
while retiring 13 of the final 14
batters she faced and Ferry took
advantage of eight Blue Eagle
walks and five errors in earning a
7-1 victory in an OVAC semifinal

contest at the Chambers I-470
fields.

The victory moves the powerful
Riders (16-3) into Saturday morn-
ing’s 10:30 championship tilt
against Harrison Central. Mean-
while, Charlie Howell's Magnolja
squad falls to 16-13 on the cam-

Palglllﬁ . .

““That is as good as I have seen
Angie pitch in a month,”” Corde
said. “*She really moved the ball
around well and did a good job
changing speeds. When she is on
like that, it really makes the game
easy to call for the coaching staff.

‘*Angie was in a groove tonight
and had command, and she can
really dominate hitters when that
happens.”’

Magnolia was only able to muster
one single in each of the first three
innings before Cerasoli set down
11 in a row, with the help of some

fine fielding plays. Alycia Bell did
work & one-out walk in the seventh,
however, Cerasoli fanned the final
two hitters to close the game.

The Blue Eagles’ only run came in
the top of the first and was
unearned. Hethany Howell led off
with a single just ahead of a walk to
losing pitcher Brooke Keene.

Following a ﬁair of strikeouts,
Kayla Brill reached on a error with
Howell crossing the dish to make it
1-0. Cerasoli made sure the walk to
Keene did not come back to hurt
her when she hustled home follow-
ing a wild pitch, took a perfect
throw from catcher Kayla Lewis,
and nailed Keene at the plate for
the final out of the frame.

Martins Ferry took the lead for
goad in the bottom of the inning on
A one-out, two-run single by senior
Lynsey Agnew. The le Riders
pushed across four more in the sec-

.choice

ond, on two singles, four Blue
Ealgle miscues and a walk.

elsey Carpenter’s fielder's
rovided the only RBI of the
inning for the designated hosts. Jes-
sica Hilton singled home the final
run of the game in the fourth as
Ferg moved to a 7-1 advantage.

“*Our goal is to try and put pres-
sure on the defense by keeping our
runners in motion, and that helped
us take advantage of their errors
early on,’”” Cordery added. **We
have good sticks throughout our
entire lineup, and it is tough to
pitch to us because we usually put
the ball in play.

‘Our defense also played well
after giving them a run in the first
inning, but that may be my fault for
not warming them encugh before
the game.

Please See RIDERS, Page 22
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Donahue) twice during the regular season,”
said Witzberger. ““We knew we had to play
better in order to beat them and my girls
stepped up and accepted the challen

Sophomore ace Lacey Tustin led
the mourd for Cameron.

Tustin carried a no-hitter into the bottorn of
the fifth and kelpt Bishop Donahue off the
scoreboard until there were two out in the
bottom of the seventh.

“‘Lacey’s been our workhorse all year,’’
said Witzberger. “‘I've probably pitched her
too much, really, for a first-time starter but
she’s very smart and really knows what she’s
doing out there.

*“I think we played one of our best defensive
[ghmnes of the season behind her, as well, and .
at’s something that’s been a problem for us

at times.”’

While Tustin and the Cameron defense were
holding the No. 2-seeded Bishops at bay, the
Dragons still had to find a way to score.

Bishop Donahue hurler JoBeth Gross and
the Donahue defense had held Cameron to
just one run in 14 innings during the regular
season.

The Dragons equaled that output in the top
of the second.

Tustin reached base with a one-out sinﬁic
and Michelle Cain then ripped = shot into the
hole between third and short.

As the left fielder charged the hard-hit
grounder, the ball struck the Tip of the outfield

s and bounced several feet over the ont-

elder’s head for a bad-hop RBI triple.

Cameron broke the game open with four
unearned runs in the top of the fourth, '

Kori Gouldsberry got things started with a
leadoff double and moved to third on a one-
out throwing error that put Tustin on base.

After Tustin stole second, both runners
scored on a throwing error and Jenet Lewis
capped the uprising with an RBI single.

Kmanda artley tacked on an insurance
Fun in the top of the seventh for a 6-0 Drag- .
on lead and Tustin retired the first two bat-
ters in the bottom of the frame only to hit the
wall,

Four straight walks erased the zero from the
Donahue side of the scoreboard and a two-run
single by Katie Beiter left runners on first and
second and brought the tying run to the plate.

Tustin bore down to get the final out on a
taptger in front of the plate and Cameron was
in the finals.

e way on

Please See CAMERON, Page 22

_Class AA: Wheelin

By MIKE HUGHES
. Staff Writer

Wheeling Central and Monroe
Central were scoreless through
three innings of their OVAC
Class AA semifinal matchup
Thursday evening.

But with one swing of the bat,
the Maroon Knights' Kayla Gray
chan%ed a bleak sitvation into
OneE Of great prosper.

Gray crushed a%eeekcyia Brown
¥itched over the fence in left field

or g two-run shot, fueling an 8-1
Wheeling Central victory at the I-
470 Complex in Wheeling.

Brown had sat down nine

Maroon Knights in order before
Casey Savage reached safely to
start the fourth.,

Savage hit a dribbler down the
third base line that Brown fielded
and fired to first, a split-second
too Jate.

Two batters later, Gray sent a
pitch deep to left, bouncin% off
the fence and out of play for a
rotnd-tripper.

Prior to the fourth inning,
Brown collected five strikeouls
and while the Knights’ hitters
were fouling off the ball left and
right, they just couldn’t seem to
put it in play.

g Central Battles, Takes Out Monroe

1 thotalﬁht we were ri%ht on top
of the ball and we kept battling,”
Wheeling Central co-head coach
Ambrose Bober explained. “*All I
thrggﬁht we needed was to catch a
break and then Kayla hit a home
run and it kind of went from
there.”’

It was Gray's only hit of the
game, but it was a big one and
not just in terms of runs.

Brown is one of the toughest
pitchers around to crack and her
defense is just as tough behind
her.

But Gray's blast seemed to take
the air out of the Seminoles’

defense, and while it might not of
affected Brown, it did her team-
mates.

“‘She pitched well the first three
innings but they got that one off
of her and it
Monroe Central head coach
Missy Knowlton said. **But
Wheeling Central hit the ball
well, we can’t take that away
from us.””

In a tight-knit game between
two teams with quality arms on
the mound, the first one to blink,
or in this case commit an error,
usually loses.

And in the fifth inning, Monroe

Knights’ lead.

coach Rick Ma
In the cruci

Stiglich.

blinked, four times actuaily, that
led to a four-spot for Wheeling
Central and a 6-1 Maroon

) ‘“We try to stress that to the
ected a Iot of us,”’ %uls that the the team that makes
e least mistakes almost always
wins,”’” Wheeling Central co-head
der explained.
fifth inning, Kat
Stiglich hit a ball to left that was
dropped with one out, allowin
her to advance to second. No.,
hitter Andi Burke then came
through with a two-strike sirigle
into right field that scored

After Brown sat down Savage
on a called third strike, two
more errors followed, allowing
Valerie Palmer and Gray to get
on base,

Angie Petros then stroked the
first of two doubles, this one to
the gap in right-center that scored
both Palmer and Gray for the 6-0
advantage.

Central tacked two more runs on
in the seventh when Savage
scored on an error and Palmer
was driven in on Petros’ second
double.

Please See CLASS AA, Page 22



Class AA

{Continued {rom Page 19)

All told, the Seminoles commit-
ted seven errors in the field.
*'This wasn't the same group that
I’'ve come to know and lave,”’
Knowlton said with a laugh, talk-
ing about her team’s play in the
field. *'We made some inexperi-
cnce-type mistakes that you can't
make at this point in the season.”

The defensive miscues were
compounded when coupled with
the job Knights® pitcher Cassic
Garan was doing on the mound.

Park

Guoran worked the plate well,
hitting her spots and keeping the
‘Naoles’ hitters off-balance.

She surrendered only five hits
and one run — on a triple to
catcher Taylor Jorris in the fourth
inning — striking out eight and
walking one in the process.
“*Absolutely, Cassie pitched well
tonight,”’ Bober said of his
hurler. *‘Eight strikeouts and one
walk, she couldn’t miss."”

The Maroon Knights (20-4),
winners of [6 slraight games.

(Continued from Page 19)

The Park sweep was completed
]bqy freshman Steve D’Angelo in

0. 2 singles,

In one of the most intense
matchups of the tournament,
D’ Angelo slipped past the Cadets’

Riders

Georgie Cassoff 10-8.

“I'was hoping lo win it, but |
knew I would have to play against
a lot of preat players,”’ said
D’ Angelo,

“‘Cassoif played a great match
and I was lucky to pu]Fit out.”’

(Continued from Page 19)
“When we really get into things

our defense can be very tough.’
Cordery can now turn his aiten-
tion to Harrison Central, which
upset the Riders® arch-rival Bel-

laire on Wednesday night. ,
[ watehed them play the other
night, and they are a very good

Cameron

team. They hit the ball well and
arc a good ficlding teum. [t
should be a very good game and
I look forward to it,"”

Leadoff hitter Ashley Suto sin-
gled three times for Ferry while
Agnew singled twice and chased
home a pair of runs for the win-
ners,

(Continued from Page 19)
Despite some late-game control
problems — six of her nine
walks came in the final two
innings — Tustin surrendered

only three singles and the Bish-
ops only got two balls out of the
infield all day.

Gouldsberry was the only player
on either team with mu]t(iiplc hits,
spanking out a double and single.

OVAC Class A semifina
Bellaire St. John’s 9,
Linsly 1

At Bellaire, Meghan Johnson
struck out eight, while Ellie
Swartz, and Amber [rwin, and
Laraine Skorich each drove in
two rons, helping Bellaire St.
John’s (19-2) dispatch of Linsly

" and advance to the OVAC Class

A championship game.

Johnson, for tﬁe second consec-
utive game, gave up just one hit,
a fourth-inning sin%]e by Jessica

_ Schucht in the fourt

Edison —
(Continued from Page 17)
“‘We are trying to build our
program to the level of Edison,”’
said Cicchirillo. **They seem to
be the top program in the Valley,
and we want to get on their
level.””

While some might have been
surprised by the effort put forth
by the Brmins, Bendle wasn't one
of them.

‘‘Both times we played Brooke
in the regular season this year,
we kind of controlled the game,””
said Bendle. “‘But anytime you
get Brooke in the OVAC or the
postseason, you konow they will
rise to the occasion.

““We knew they would play
tough and we expected a low-

scoring game tonight.”’

The Bruins also got a stellar
%itching erformance from

aitlin Kocher. Only a freshman,
Kocher struck out three and lim-
ited the Wildcats to five hits.

*‘She (Kocher) did a fine job,”’
said Bendle, **She wiil be a very
fine pitcher for them."’

Edison will now face John Mar-
shall, a 4-2 winner over Buckeye
Local, in the Class AAAA title
game to be played Saturday at
the I-470 Complex.

It should be a heck of a battle
here Saturday,”” said Bendle. *‘I
thought coming into the season
that John Marshall maybe had
the most talented offensively of
any team in the Valley. ™

Charm

{Continued from Page 17)

Gretchen worked a teadoff
walk just ahead of Jamie Fillip-
pi’s double to put runners at sec-
ond and third with no one out.
However, Heilman got o ground-
out before Amanda Brown
grounded back to the mound
with Heilman throwing her out at
first and Ilovar gunning the ball
home to McDermotf to nail
Gretchen at the plate for the dou-
ble play..

Buckeye Local cut the lead in
bailf in the fifth when Megan
Kachur tripled to lead off the
frame and scored on Ashley
%iller's shot back through the

X,
After Megan Bartrug’s RBI sin-
gle made it 4-2, West went to
ihe bullpen to bring in Swoger.
The freshman fanned the first
wo hitters she faced to end the
nning before setting down a pair

on strikes in each of the final two
frames. .

““‘Sarah (Swoger) has really
come on for us this year,” West
admitted. ‘*She has increased her
speed and done a great job with
her control. We are just so
pleased with her,

“‘Devon also did a nice job
early on, but we felt she was get-
ting tired and it was time for a
move.

“‘Our defense also did an out-
standing job and we just contin-
ue to hit the ball with Vanessa
leading the, way. She has just
crushed the ball for three years
and has never slowed down since
her freshman year.”

McDermott singled twice for
the winners with Stout chasing
home a run. Fillippi singled and
doubled while Miller and
Bartrug collected RBIs for the
Panthers.
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Martins Ferry pitcher Angie Cerasoli winds up and fires to the plate during action of the Pur_-
ple Riders' game against Magnolia Thursday.

Bellaire Moves On

"East Liverpool’s Carr takes tough-luck loss vs. Edison

- Bellaire's Jay Ofat outdueled
Meadowbrook's Zach Zifzal,
‘leading the Big Reds to a 4-2
win over the Colts (10-9) in
{OVAC Class AAA quarterfinal
action Thursday.

Keith Sechrest collected a pair
of singles and drove in two runs,
while Dirk Soland plated a run-
ner with an RBI double. Ofat
added a pair of singles at the
plate. He gave up just four hits
on the mound.

4 Zifzal struck out eight in the
vlosing effort. Jordan Potts had
three hits of the Colts four hits
including a double. Ryan Doutt
had the other hit — a single —
and drove in a run.
Regular Season
< Steubenville Central 13,
~ Toronto 1

At Toronto, John Koehnlein
scattered six hits and struck out
'seven, as Steubenville Central
walloped Toronto (13-9).

Koehnlein helped himself at
the plate with two singles, a
triple and two RBIs.

ike Freshwater had two sin-
gles for Toronto.
Buckeye Trall 5,
Beallsville 3 )
At Beallsville, Buckeye Trail

scored three runs in the third
and two more in the fifth to win
by a pair, despite being outhit 6-
3 by the Blue Devils (14-4).
Buckeye Local 15,
Brooke 14
At Connorville, Zack McKi_m
singled, tripled, and drove in
three, as Buckeye Local scored
five runs in the bottom of the
seventh to glg}j ast Brooke,
i llrpoo4’ 13
East Live
At Richmond, Aaron Hilt
drove in a run with one out in
the bottom of the seventh,
breaking a 3-all tie and lifting
Edison (11-9) to a one-run win

. over East Liverpool.

Taking the tough-luck loss for
the Potters was Brandon Carr,
who at one peint sat down 19
consecutive batters.

Back-to-back errors, followed
a three-run homer by Kyle
Keeder to start the first got the
Wildcats off to a hot start, but
Carr settled into a groove there-
after.

In the seventh, Edison got a
runner on via another East Liv-
erpool error. He moved to third
on a passed ball, and scored on
Hilt’s single to left, which was

just over the third baseman’s
ead.

" Cory Carr singled, and hit a

two-run homer for East Liver-

1.
poo SOFTBALL
Regular Season
Steubenville 26,
Toronto 1

At Toronto, an 11-run third
inning helped Big Red (16-6)
bash Toronto. .

Maelynn Johnson ripped three
doubles and a single, as she
drove in seven runs, while
Catherine Moore tripled and
drove in four more. 1nn1n5
pitcher Elaina Wesftall adde
three RBIs, while Vanessa
Clark, Whitney Petrella, and
Courtney Sanders each drove in
two runs. ‘

Andrea Thomas tripled and
drove home the lone run for the
Red Knights (5-11),

Buckeye Trail 12,
Beallisviile 1

At Beallsville, Lacy Black
drove in three runs and Raine
Lowry added two RBIs, leading
Buckeye Trail (8-11) past
Beallsville.

Erin Doughty drove in the
Blue Devils’ lone run.

® Riders

Continued from Page B1

Carpenter to score.

“We want to put pressure on
defensc by moving runners and
we always look for an extra
base,” Cordory said. “Tt makes it
lougher on the defense becausc
they start looking around for us
and aren’'t concentraling quile as
much on making the play.”

The final Ferry run came in
the fourth when Agnew deliv-
ered a single into right. After the
ball was misplayed, she moved
up to second. She ook third on a
wild pitch and Jessica Hilton
drove her home with a base hit,

“We really like the make-up

of our order,” Cordery said.
“You have to pitch to everybody
and you have to pitch everybody

honest because we have S0 many’

girls who can hit the ball.”

While the Lady Blue Eagles
were kicking the ball around to a
tuae of five errors, the Ferrians
were guilty of just the first-
inning miscue,

“The early errors might be my
fault for not warming them up
well enough,” Cordery joked.
“Apgain, once we settle down, 1
really feel that we are one of the
best defensive teams in the area.”

Muartins Ferry will now meet

Harrison Central, which climi-
nated Bellaire Wednesday night,
today at 4:3() p.m. for the title.

“1 sat here (Wednesday night)
and watched Harvison Central
play Bellaire and 1 am looking
forward to it because it's going
to be n good game,” Cordery
advised.

“They are u good hitling tcam
and they ply well fundamental-
ly.”

Linescore:

Magnolia 100 000 O 1 3 &

Martins Ferry 240100 x 7 8 1

BATTERIES: Keeane and Brili.
Carasall and Lewis.
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T-L. Phato.MICHAEL HARVILLA
MARTINS FERRY pitcher
Angle Cerasoli and her catch-
er Kayla Lewis embrace after
the final out of Friday's OVAC
Class 3-A championshlp
game. Ferry toppled Harrison
8-2 for the title.

i e i m‘m&m

_ Ferry wins 3-A softball title

e Cerasoli leads
Riders to first
title since 2000

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Writer

e Times Leader

com

Stay Connected to the
Qutside World

-

Stick-to-itiveness has been
key for the Martins Ferry Lady
Riders softball team.

The Lady Riders were on the
top of the OVAC Class 3-A soft-
ball mountain in 2000.

After four years and no titles,
the Lady Riders got back to the
top perch Friday evening, hand-
ing Cinderella Harrison Central
a decisive 8-2 setback at Lisa’s
Field at the I-470 Chambers
Complex in Elm Grove.

“This is a great feeling,” said
Ferry head coach Jess Cordery.

“These kids here arec such o [

teamn. Not one of them puts her-
self above each other and they
all come to play every day.” -

The Lady Riders won the reg-
ular season title a year ago, but
were ousted in a tough game to

+ eventual tournament champion -
““Magnolia. '

While the Lady Riders have
become a fixture for making
runs deep into the OVAC tour-
ney, Harrison Central got out of
the first round for the first time
in its brief school history.

“We definitely didn’t come
down here to get second,” said
Harrison head coach Donnie
Bethel. “T am proud of my team
because we are extremely young
and we’ll be back.”

The difference in the game as
is normally the case in softball
was on the mound.

Martins Ferry senior Angie -

Cerasoli was again her normal

self, while the Purple offense

touched up Harrison Central ace
Katy Leeper for 15 base hits and
six earned runs.

“The difference in the game
was pitching,” Bethel said.
“Cerasoli did what she was sup-
pused to do. She carried them
until their bats could come alive,
and to be honest we expected
nothing less. Today, Angie
Cerasoli was a better pitcher
than we were hitters.”

Cerasoli — who was left hold-
ing the trophy during the team
pictures after the game — was
once again the rock that Cordery
has come to expect.

“We depend on Angie a lot,”
Cordery said. “We hit the ball
and put it in play and Angie
keeps us close until we can get
our offense going.”

For the game, Cerasoli fanned
- 14 and allowed two base on

T-L Phota/MICHAEL HARVILLA
MARTINS FERRY senior Lynsey Agnew slides safely Into home against Harrison Central
catcher Chelsea Coconougher who is attempting to biock the plate during the fifth inning of the
OVAC Class 3-A title game Friday evening at Chambers' I-470 Complex.

balls. Both of the Harrison runs
were earned in the sixth inning.
All told, she pllowed seven hits.

After missing a golden oppot-
tunity in the first to score when it
got three runners aboard, the
Ferry offense got it cranked up
in the fourth.

“They made plays (in that
first inning),” Cordery said. “We
just didn't change our. game-plan
because we like o use speed and
pressure on the defense and we
hope they'll eventually break.”

Clean-up  hitter Kelsey
Carpenter led off the fourth with

t

a single and that was followed
by a Lynsey Agnew base knock.

After an out was recorded on
the infield, Megan Ware deliv-
ered the first timely hit of the
contest, slapping z single into
right, scoring Carpenter.

Jessica Hilton then reached
on a fielder’s choice that allowed
Apnew to race home. An error
during the play, allowed Ware to
sprint home, putting the Ferrians
up by a 3-0 score.

The three-run cushion was-

plenty for Cerasoli. She fol-
lowed the offensive spurt with a

three-up, three-down fifth where
she fanned two.

‘The Ferry offense added five
more runs in the bottom of the
fifith to all but seal the deal.

Stephanie Payne and Cerasoli
both reached with base hits.
After & ground-out moved both
up a base, setting the tabe once
again for Agnew.

She came through with a two-
run, hustling double into shallow
leftfield. Kayla Lewis followed

"with a RBI single to score

Agnew. Ware came up with her
. See, RIDERS, Page 3



T-L Photo/MICHAEL HARVILLA

MARTINS FERRY junior Ashley Suto is is tagged out at the plate by Harrison Central catcher
Chelsea Coconougher in the first inning of Friday’s OVAC Class 3-A softball title game at the
Chambers 1-470 Complex in Elm Grove. Despite the out, Ferry went on'to post a 8-2 victory to
capture its first title since the 2000 season. . -

“

® Ferry —
' Cdntinued from Page 2

second hit of the contest, putting
runners on first and second.

#- - Hilton drew a walk to load the
sacks-afd -pinch hitter Megan
Anzak drew a free pass, forcing
Eewis home. Hard-hitting sec-
ond baseman Ashley Suto pro-
duced a sacrifice fly to center
_ that allowed Ware to score the
fifth tally of the inning.

Ferry eventually loaded the
bases again, but Leeper finally
got out of the frame when she
induced a pop-up on the infield.

“Qur defense cracked a little
bit,” Bethel said. “(Katy) seemed
to lose some of her confidence,
but she battled the entire game
and 1 am proud of her.”

arrison goi two runs in the
top of the sixth when Andrea

Davis ripped a double to score
Chelsea Coconougher from first.
Davis was eventually driven In
by Melinda Dunlap with a sin-
gle.

“You saw our real team in the
sixth inning when the pressure
was off,” Bethel admitted.
“Some of our swings early in the
game weren't us, but we became
a pretty good team later in the
game, so we'll definitely learn
from this."”

In the top of the seventh,

Cerasoli struck out the first two -

hitters and then got a can of com
fly ball to the outfield.

It’s not out of the question
that Martins Ferry and Harrison
Central could meet again. Both
will begin Ohio sectional play

this - week. at Cadiz. The Lady
Purple, will meet St. Clairsville
Tuesday at 5 p.m. '

Harrison Central — now 14-
11 on the season — will battle
Steubenville  Catholic on
Wednesday. The sectional final
will be held Friday evening.

“We wanted to get on a roll
before the tournament started,”
Cordery said. “We were 2-2 at
one point this season, so we’ve
won 15 of 16 now, so we are
playing good  softball right
now.”

Linescore:
Harmrison Central 000 002 0 2 7 3
Martins “erry 000 350 x 8 160
BATTERIES: Laesper and
Coconougher. Cerasoli and Lewis.

Edison Cruises

By Beaver Local

Linsly ekes past Weirton Madonna

With Lakyn Bendle tossing a
one-hitter, Edison coasted into
the Class AAAA girls” softball
semifinals by blanking Beaver

Local on Tuesday

evening, 10-0 in
PREP five innings at
SOFTBALL  Richmond.

Bendle struck out

six ond was sup-

ported by an 11-hit attack that

mncluded home runs from Annie

Kovalesky and Whitney

Tomeucci, Kovalesky also sin-

IcId and accounted for four
S.

The Wildcat girls will glnfv

e -

" Brooke today at 6 p.m. at t

470 Complex in Wheeling with
a berth in the conference champi-
onship game on the line. The
other 4A semifinal matches John
Marshall against Buckeye Local

at 4;:30 d).m.

VAC Class AAA
Quarterfinals
Harrison Central 10,
Indian Creek 0

At Cadiz, Katy Leeper allowed
only a Jenna Clapham single in
pitching Harrisen Central (13-
10) past Indian Creek (6-10).

The Huskies, who next meet
Bellaire at 7:30 this evening in a
Class AAA semifinal game in
Wheeling, got three hits each
from Melinda Dunlap and
Chelsea Coconougher, who also
stole three bases and scored three
runs. Annie Yarrish drove in two
runs with a pair of singles, while
Gena Everhart added a two-run
single.

e victory was Harrison Cen-
tral’s first tournament win in
school history.

The other RAA semifinal takes
place at 5 p.m. Thursday as Mar-
tins Ferr‘yl lplays Magnolia.
OVAC Class AA Quarterfinals

Steubenville Central 11,

River 0

At Steubenville, Kimmy Strak-
er doubled, homered and
knocked across three runs for
Steubenville Central (11-7).

The Crusaders rip%ed 10 hits
and also got a three-hit pitching
performance by Alexis Ferrera

The double-A semifinals slated
today have Wheeling Central and
Monroe Central meeting at 5

.m., followed by Steubenville

entral’s clash against Fort Frye
at 6:30 at the I-470 Complex.

Meonroe Central lg,
Toronto 0

At Woodsfield, Monroe Central
(15-3) coasted as expected
behind Leekycia Brown, who
tossed a two-hitter and struck out
seven.

Brown also contributed with
two doubles and two RBIs,

Morgan Ramige singled twice,
doubled and plated three runs for
Monroe Central.

OVACClass A

Quarterfinals

Linsly 4,
Weirton Madonna 3

At Weirton, Rachel Zane
uelled a last-inning rally by
eirton Madonna (10-7) to help
Linsly hang on for a one-run vic-
tory in their quarter-final thriller.
he Blue Dons, trailing 4-1
entering the bottom of the sev-
enth, scored twice and had the
bases loaded with two out when
Zane retired the final batter on a
fly ball to right field. Kaleigh
Parsons doubled and drove in
two runs for Linsly, which next
plays Bellaire St. John's at 6:30

p.m.

Thursday in the conference
semifinals. The other single-A
semi matches Cameron against
Bishop Donahue at 4:30 p.m.
Thursday. :

Both games takes place at the I-
470 Complex in Wheeling.

Johnna Paolcemilio drove in all
three Madonna runs, as she sin-
gled and doubled,

: Regular Season

rooke 4,
Steubenville 2

At Steubenville, Brooke scored
three times in the fourth inning
and held off host Big Red as
Morgan Hunter picked up two
RBIs and Caitlin Kocher struck
out eight while pitching a five-
hitter.

Meg%‘an Strachan doubled
twice, while Shay Jackson and
Catherine Moore also doubled
for Steubenville (15-6).

Buckeye Trail 10,
Shenandoah 0

At Old Washington, Hannah *
Miller’s two-hit ﬂ:tchin paved
the way for Buckeye Trail (7-
11) to defeat Shenandoah (13-
15). Lacy Black had three sin-
gles, scored two runs and drove
in two tallies for the Warrior
girls.

Tyler Consolidated 13,

, Beallsville 3 ‘

At Kidwell, Tyler Consolidated
2-17) scored nine runs in the
ifth inning to finish off
Beallsville. Kim Headley pound-
ed out three hits, while Erica
Galluzzo and Amanda Chapline
added two hits each for the

Knight girls.

Magnolia 11,
Hundred 7
At Hundred, Rachel Mason’s
six RBIs, which came on a dou-
ble, triple and home run sparked
Magnolin (16-12) past Hundred.
Kayla Brill singled three times
and picked up two RBIs.



Edison baserunner Annie Kovalesky is tagged out by
thelr OVAC Class AAAA final at the Chambers |-470
Samantha Stout for outs at the plate twice

Photo by Alex Kozlowskl

John Marshall’s Emily McDermott at the plate during action of
Complex Tuesday. McDermott teamed with centerfielder
in the game, but the Wildcats were able to come away with a 3-0 victory.

Edison Tames JM

Wildcats claim OVAC Class AAAA title, 3-0

l.;y TRACY WATSON
or The Infelligencer

Hitting and runs are two of
the things that make softball a
fan-friendly sport, however,
pitching and defense are what
wins championships.

That point was proven once
again Tuesday night at the
Chamber’s 1-470 Fields as
Edison High and standout
pitcher Lakyn Bendle claimed
another Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference Class AAAA
championship.

Bendle limited a potent John
Marshall attack to just one hit
while getting plenty of he}}:
from her defense as the Wild-
cats claimed their second con-
secutive big-school title with
an impressive 3-0 blanking of
the Monarchs. -

The victory by coach
Spencer Bendle’s 16-1 record
squad ensured an Ohio sweep

of the four softball crowns
and also meant that all four
No. [ seeds in the tournament
emerged victorious.

““I truly believe that our
defense was the biggest part
of this victory,”” Spencer Ben-
dle said.

*‘We knew they would put
the ball in play because they
are such a good, aggressive
team at the plate.

**But Lakyn didn't give
them much to hit and our
defense didn’t commit any
mistakes to glve them oppor-
tunities.

‘“That is what Lakyn does,
she is not going to wow peo-
ple with her heat, but she is a
smart pitcher and she gets
outs.”’

Both teams were doing an
outstanding job gettinﬁ outs
carly as Edison’s Emily
Schaefer had the game’s only

hit entering the fourth inning.
However, two outs into the
Wildcat fourth that all
changed.

Annie Kovalesky and Kate-
lyn Givens each singled into
right field to put runners at the
corners with two down before
Sam Taczak’s infield single to
short plated the game’s first
run, and eventually the only
one the hosts needed.

Courtney Pedersen followed
with the *Cats fourth straight
hit, a single to center, howev-
er, Monarch center fielder
Sam Stout made a perfect
throw to the plate with catch-
er Emily McDermott making
the tag on pinch-runner Kate-
lyn DiPasquale to end the
frame.

Tt was also the second time
in the game that Stout and
McDermott teamed up for an
outstanding play at tgc plate

to end an inning.

‘'Edison’s defense was out-
standing and they made every
play they needed to,’’ said
interim head coach Ed West
of John Marshall. *‘But our
defense has been real good
lately also and I was not sur-
prised about our play.

““‘Sam (Stout) is an excellent
outfielder and those two plays
that her and Emily combined
for were just great.

‘‘We did everything we
could, but it just wasn't
enough. These girls played
their hearts out, we just
weren’t able to get hits.”’

Edison got an insurance run
in the fifth on Kylie Snyder’s
RBI triple before Courtney
Pedersen’s run-scoring, two-
out double in the fifth capped
the scoring.

See EDISON, Page i8

Johnson hurls
perfect game
as BSJ repeats

]33' TRACY WATSON
'or The Intelligencer
Like the old saying goes, ‘‘nobody is per-

fect.”

And while that also applies to sports, Bel-

laire St. John’s senior pitcher
Meghan Johnson showed
Tuesday afternoon that while it
may not be easy, perfection
can be achieved.

Johnson fired a perfect game,
fanning 13 hitters along the
way, and the Fighting Irish collected six hits,
eight walks and took advantage of two
Cameron errors in rolling to a 7-0 victory to
cagture their second straight Ohio Valle
Athletic Conference Class A Title at the 1-
470 Complex in Wheeling.

Photo by Alex Kozlowskl
Bellalre St. John's pitcher Meghan Johnson works to the glaté during action
of the OVAC Class A final at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Complex. Johnson

Please See CHAMPS, Page 18 fired a perfect game, striking out 13 In a 7-0 victory over Cameron.
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(Continuved from Page 15)

Coach Jerry Magistro’s power-
hitting 21-2 record squad were
forced to play small-ball en
route to victory, with just one
extra base hit. a meaningless
fifth-inning double by pinch-hit-
ter Amanda Rosepapa.

The Fighting Irish stranded
nine runners in the game, includ-
insg seven in scoring position.

t. John’s first run of the game
came in the second as Laraine
Skorich lead off with a single,
moved to second on a sacrifice
bunt and went to third on a field-
er's choice, Skorich scored when
No. 9 hitter Betsy Smith reached
on an error for a 1-0 count.

The Fighting Irish pushed
across three more in the third by
virtue of one hit, four walks and
another Dragon (14-9) miscue.
The onty hit in the frame was a
big one as Amber Irwin ripped a
two-out, two-run single past
short to make it 4-0.

Skorich added a two-run single
in the fourth with Irwin getting
her third RBI of the game on n
fielder’s choice for a 7-0 read-
ing.

‘Meghan is just unbeliev-
able,"” Magistro said. *‘1 say this
over and over, but she always
comes to play in big games and
tod:g' was no different,

“Offensively’I think we were
patient and was taking what they
would give us. We have been
productive from the top of the
order to the bottom ail year, so it
doesn’t surprise me that the bot-
tom part really came through for
us tonight,

‘T am just so happy for these
girls, und especially our seniors.
These girls are all about winning
and we have two in a row now
and five straight regular-season

titles..

H'Qur defense also did a good
job, and that is hard to say with
the way Meghan pitched. Our
defense has been there in big
games all year also. If you want
to go far in the postseason you
have to do it all and that is what
we did today."

Johnson got a pair of fine
defensive plays from shortstop
Ashley Marinacci along the way
and also a dandy from catcher
Eliie Swartz, who made a diving
catch of a bunt attempt for the
second out of the seventh inning,

Cameron head coach Mark
Witzberger had nothing but
praise for Johnson afterwards.

‘‘She was really on today,”” he
said. **All she was throwing was
strikes and I think most of the
balls she threw were urposeful.

“*Something like that is really
tough to watch your team go
through as a coach, but if you
are a {an of pitching it was sure
an exciting game.

“I would also like to give m
team alt the credit in the world,
we lost six seniors from last year
and we have nine girls playing
nine different positions tl!?is year
so getting to a game like this is
very special to us.

“It was a tough game for us,
but no one on this team gave up
and no one had their heads
down, we are all just so proud of
these girls."””

Johnsen did go to a 3-2 count
on four different girls in the con-
test, including the first batter she
faced in the game and the last,
Three of the four batters she
went full on eventually struck
out.

Skorich and Marinacci each
singled twice in the gnme while
Irwin chased home three runs.

Lhhdbe A4ridd A derirs

Edison

(Continued from Page 15)

John Marshail (18-8) had only
two base tunners in the contest, a
lead-off walk to Megan Goulds-
berry to open the game and
Devin Heilman’s two-out single
past second base in the fifth,

“I really believe that this is the
two best teamns in the Ohio Val- |
ley and I am glad we got to show

eople that tonight, ' Spencer

endle added. '*We got some

" timely hits, but John Marshail’s

center fielder made a couple of
outstanding Flays out there also.
But I can tell you this, if it was
hit to her again we would have
een trying to score again.

° “M;y ha?s are off to them, they
really made us earn everything
we got. We made good contact at
the plate and got some big hits
from a couple of girls includin

Annie Kovalesky, Pedersen an

Emily Schaefer.

““We know that if we can get
Lakyn some runs we have a shot
to win. It is just so hard to get
back-to-baci( hits off of her,

&

N 3

esFecially with the way this
defense plays.”

Bendlepfn};med five and walked
just the one in E{llmng the
mound victory, Meanwhile,
Monarch sophomore Sarah
Swoger scaitered nine hits while
fanning four and issuing just one
free pass,

‘‘Bendle is just such a great
pitcher, and while she doesn’t
overpower you, she is just s0
smart and makes it tough for hit-
ters,”” West said, ‘‘Edison is a
great team, and most of that has
to do with her pitching and their
defense.'*”’

Pedersen singled, doubled and
plated a run for the winners
while Kovalesky added a pair of
base hits. .

Edison returns to sectional play
Tuesday against Steubenville
Big Red while John Marshall
will return to the 1-470 Fields on
Thursday to take on the winner
of today's Brooke-Wheeling
Park contest in the West Virginia

Class AAA Sectional.

Photo by Alex Kozlowski
Edison’s Lakyn Bendle fires a pitch to the plate Tuesday against John Marshall,




By CHRISTOPHER S. NASH
Staff Writer

Having watched her team lose two
straight years in the OVAC Class AA
finals, Steubenville Central coach Jackie
Rosm was hoping for a fast start in this
year’s final against Wheeling Central,

The Crusaders (14-7) didn't let her
down.

Steubenville Central scored four runs
in the first inning and never looked back
as the Crusaders captured the Class AA

"OVAC Championship with a 10-2 vic-
tory over Wheeling Central (20-5) at
the 1-470 Complex Monday evening in
Whee]mg

**I don’t want to sound too much like a
teenager, but this was an awesome
win,”” said Rossi. ‘I even caught
myself smiling there towards the end.

““Y'his means so much after getting to
the finals the last two years and just

-ances in the finals, the Crusaders

coming up short.”

It was the fourth consecutive season
the Crusaders have played in the Class
AA finals, and the first time they have
captured the title since 2002.

ut unlike their last two appear-

dominated from the start, set-
ting the Maroon Knights down

in order before taking control

with their at bat.

““That is our No. 1 goal in
every game we play,’’ said
Rossi. ‘“We want to score the
first run.

'We did a good job of getting our
bunts down and playing small ball early
on. That allowe us to get some big hits
later in the game,’

Wheeling Central starter Brittany Derr
showed her youth in the freshman’s first
try at a conference championship.

Derr faced seven batters in the o
frame, allowing two hits, four w
four runs in 5 of an inning.

**She erug%led early on,”’ said Wheel-
ing Central coach Rick Magruder.

‘*Steubenville Central is a very
gooa&l( softball t?am and will
make you pay for every mis-
take,’ AOUP

Kassi Garan came in to
relieve Derr, but the four
early runs proved to be all the
scoring Crusaders' starting
Igitcher exis Ferrara needed.
errarg limited the powerful

Knights® offense to only two hits,
while fanning eight batters and issumg
two walks.

**We watched Wheeling Central earlier
and thoupht the change of pitching
would throw them off,”’ said Rossi.

“‘Ferrara doesn’t overpower you, but

ning
s and

Champs

(Continued from Page 15)

Kimmy Straker paced the
offensive charge for the Cru-
saders with two triples and an
RBI, while Molly Darrow sin-
gled and knocked in a run.

Kelliann Calabria belted two
singles and plated a run, while
Alaina Augustine smacked two
singles,

“My team was really focused
and just wanted this so badly,”
said Rossi.

*“We have a lot of juniors who
have been playing since they
were freshman.

*“They came out today and did,
what they needed to do.” '

The Maroon Knights® Angela
Peiros broke vp Ferrara's no-
hitter and shutout bid with an
RBI single in the fourth.

Amanda Orkoskey knocked in
run with a double for Wheeling
Central’s second and final hit.

! Phola by Alex Kozlowski

Steubenville Cantral’s Hilary Jones slides in to home late as Wheeling Central's Amanda Orkoskey gets set to field the throw to the plate: Jones scored on the
play helping the Crusaders to a 10-2 victory over the arcon Knights. Making the call on the play is umpire Jon Hamm.

Hail to the Champs

Crusaders roll past Wheeling Central for Class AA softball title

she does a good job of frustrating hit-
ters."’

The Maroon Knights, who faced and
beat one of the top fastball pitchers in
the Valley in Leekycia Brown last week
in the OVAC semifinals, clearly had
trouble adjusting to the off-speed pitch-
ing of Ferrara,

‘*We were on such a high after beating
Monroe Central,”” said %thelmg Cen-
tral coach Ambrose Bober.

**T guess we were doe for a bad
game, but you hate to see it against a
team like that."’

The Crusaders meanwhile had no such
trouble at the plate.

Steubenville Central combined 12 hits
with some aggressive baserunning to
added six more runs by the end of the
game,

Please See CHAMPS, Page 18
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’ for Irish

e 7-0 win over Cameron
marks SJC’s second

| consecutive title

g By JEREMY MIDE!
Times Leader Sports Writer

OVAC title ‘perfect

21 up, 21 down.
That's how Meghan Johnson and her Irish

& tive OVAC Class-A title.

Johnson struck out 13, walked none and
aliowed nary a hit — and her teammates backed
her with flawless play in the field — as St. John
Central was perfect in a 7-0 rout of Cameron in the
OVAC championship game at the 1-470 fields.

“She's unbelievable,” Irish manager Jerry
Magistro said of his pitcher. “I say it after every
game, but she is. She's come up big in every big
game, and she was ready for this one.”

R If ready equals unhittable, then yeah, Johnson
' ; B TRONNERRNEI a5 rcady.

: : e S The Lady Dragons managed to put only eight
balls into piay. The other 13 batters were sent to
B their rooms by Johnson fastballs and the occasion-

g al change-up.

Hitters worked her into only two full counts all
game, including the last at-bat of the game. She
struck out both batters.

«(Johnson) was on her game tonight,” said
Cameron’s Mark Witzberger. “Every pitch had a
purpose. It was tough to watch if you were sitting
in our dugout. But if you're a fan of pitchers, it had
to be pretty exciting.”

Magistro had to be excited after watching the
bottom of his Murderer’'s Row lineup knock in six
runs. The top of the order set ‘em up, and Loraine
| Skorich and Amber Irwin knocked ‘em in; the duo

8 combined for six RBIs.

' The Irish scored their first run in the sccond
inning. Skorich rapped a single to start the frame
and advanced to third on a sacrifice bunt and a
ground out. Betsy Smith grounded into what
l chould have been out number three, but Amanda

Hartley's throw deflected off first baseman Kayla
Smith’s glove. Skorich dashed home on the play.

took whatever they gave us.”

St. John’s batted around in the third inning,
blowing the game open with a three-spot. Jessica
Vavra, Johnson and Swartz each drew walks to
load the bases with Skorich coming up.

DELIVERING ONE of her pitches to the plate in Tuesday’s OVAC Class-A Championship is She sent a dribbler up the third base line which

Meghan Johnson of St. John Central. Johnson's perfect game led the lrish to a 7-0 win Jo Morris fielded cleanly, but catcher Corey
against Cameron and their second consecutive OVAC title. See, JOHNSON, Page B2

-

T-L Photo/MICHAEL HARVILLA

cohorts roll. All the way to their second consecu- -

® Johnson

Continued from Page B1

Gouldsberry mishandled the throw and Vavra scored. 2-love, Irish.
S ?;tlz three walks hurt Cameron as Irwin knifed a hit through the hole at second, scoring Johnson and
Wartz.

And the Irish struck for Fhree _acl_clitional runs in the bottom of the fourth. Vavra drew another walk,
followed by an Ashley Marinacci single. Johnson also watched four balls go by and took her base with
Swartz coming up.

~ The senior catcher hit into a fielder’s choice, with Vavra getting forced out at home, but Skorich
picked her up with a two-run single.

‘I‘I“Vv"ln grounded out in the very next at-bat, but Swartz raced home on the play.

~“It's been that way all year,” said Magistro of his prodigious bottom-of-the-order. “We have five
glrl\sv 'g;'hltjne can put tiﬁe ball over the fence. We really do have hitters all over.”
itzberger, to his consternation, would agree. “We didn't give them man; ortuniti
got hits when they needed them.” : & Y opportunitics, but fhey

Tz'tkmg advantage of opportunities, timely hitting, staunch defense and unhittable pitching - St
Joh‘p § 21st win in 23 games required a little of everything.

Our defense was good, though it was kind of hard to notice,” said Magistro. “We did a little of
everything, and that’s what you need to do to go deep into any scason.”

Cameron dropped to 14-9, no smali feat considering the Dragons entered the season with nine new
position players.

“We lost six starters from last year, and the three returners are all playing new positions,” said
Witzberger. “We're pretty excited with how we've played this season.” pryinE P ’

Linescore:

Cameron 0000000 - 000

St. Joha Central 013 300x - 7 6 0
BATTERIES: Tustin and Gouldsberry; Johnsen and Swartz.

“We were patient tonight,” said Magistro. “We - :



- Potent Pitc

Bealisville's Erin Doughty, ri

Photo by Alax Kozlowskl

ht, reaches home safely ahead of the throw to Bellaire St. John’s catcher Ellie Swartz, lsft, during

their OVAC Class A quarterfinal matchup Monday In Bellaire. Ready to make the call is homs plate umpire Jim Elliott, rear.

Johnson, Bellaire St. John Baffle Beallsville at OVAC Softball Tourney

By TRACY WATSON
Fyor The Intelligencer
Pitching was the diiference in
Monday afternoon’s Ohio Val-
ley Athletic Conference quarter-
final softball contest between
top-seeded Bellaire St. John's
and No. 8 seed Beallsville.,
And while the Fighting Irish
were led by senior fire-baller
Meghan Johnson, the Blue Dev-
ils were guilty of giving away
10 free passes and allowing the
hosts to walk away with the
win. )
Johnson fired a one-hitter, fan-
ning 13 of the 17 batters she
faced in the game, and Laraine
Skorich singled, doubled and
lated a pair of runs as St. John
glaste.d eallsville 11-1 in five
innings at Bellaire. '
The victory moves coach Jerry
Magistro’s 19-2 record squad
into Wednesday's semifinals
against either Weirton Madonna
or Linsly. That game will be

layed at the Chamber’s I-470
ields. a

*‘I am happy with this win, but
I hope we can play better as we
go along,’’ Magistro said. **This
15 OVAC Tournament and Sec-
tional time coming up and you
had better be at the top of

our game because if you

Vavra and Amanda Rosepapa
each recorded run-scoring sin-
les while Marissa DeClemente
Ead an rbi sacrifice fly.
Rosepapa, however, did get
thrown out at the plate for the
final out of the frame, one of
three Irish players
Eunned down on the

ose you are out.”’ Inside ase paths,

Losing was not an issue movac hey needed to
yesterday as Johnson sgfihallaction make some perfcgf
would not let that happen. Page17  throws and they did,

The Fighting Irish ace

had a perfect game going
for four innings before Erin
Doughty reached on an error to
break it up. Just three pitches
later Kaylan Isaly blasted a
triple deep to left and just like
that the no-hitter and shutout
were also gone as the Devils (3-
13) closed to within 5-1.

St. John got things going in
the second, scoring three runs
on two singles, two walks and
two Beallsville errors. Jen

Magistro said about his
team's base-running
miscues. ‘‘But we were trying to
be aggressive on the base paths.
I am not sorry about sending the
Hunners we{i% and 1 would do it
again in the same situation.

‘“We didn’t really hit the ball
great today, but we got some
production from the bottom of
the order. That doesn’t surprise
me because this whole team has
hit all season long. .

““When you get to this time of

ear it all comes down to focus.

e usually play up or down to
the competition and we have got
to be ready to go every game.” |

The hosts got two more runs in
the third on three more free
passes and a 2-run double to
center by Skorich.

St. John's then Fut things awa
in the bottom of the fifth wit
Jen Vavra, Rosepapa and
DeClemente all recorded rbi on
bases loaded walks. Betsy Smith
added a fielder’s choice to score
a run, and the Irish got another
on an error and Johngson closed
things out with a run-scoring
single.

DeClemente, Jen Vavra, Sko-
rich and Rosepapa each had two
1bi in the contest. _ .
‘‘Meghan (Johnson) just did &
great job for us tonight with 13
strikeouts in five innings,’’
Mapgistro added. .

“éjhe always comes to play in
games of this magnitude,

Buckeye Local

FOR THE TIMES LEADER

Courtesy runner Brianna
Finney scored the winning run
on a wild pitch in the bottom of
the seventh inning, leading sec-
ond-seeded Buckeye Local to a
3-2 win over seventh-seeded
Buckeye Local in OVAC Class
AAAA quarterfinal action
Tuesday in Connorville.

Finey came on to run for
Ppitcher Tabitha Gretchen, who
-<rushed a double with one out in
the bottom of seventh. She
moved to third on single by
Jamie Fillippi and scored the
game-winner when Park Jen
‘Sparachane uncorked a wild one.
. It was as close a play as you'll
find, as Sparachane alertly cov-
ered the plate and applied a
-quick tag, but one that the
‘Panthers (13-3) will take,
nonetheless. They continue
action in the tourney ?? vs. 77 at
the Chambers Fields at I-470.

“All 14 kids contributed,”
Buckeye Local coach Barry
Closser said. “With good teams,
everybody contributes and we

had that today - we-ve been
doing that afl year.”

It was not an isolated incident.

In the top of the seventh,
Park’s Anna Haber led off with a
walk and advanced to second
with no one out. Sparachane then
ripped a liner to right- that
appeared - deep enough to
advance a courtesy runner.
Casey Hunter, playing right in
place of Megan Kachur who'd
already been lifted and re-
entered once, threw a strike to
third to nail the baserunner for
the double play.

“She’d have been safe if she'd
have slid,” Wheeling Park coach
Dee Davis said, “but she didn't
slide at all.”

Closser got a little antsy on
the bench was the throw was
made -- any type of bad throw
would have given Park the lead -
- but was clearly happy with the
result.

It was more of what he:d been
talking about,

“We had a big-time throw
from right field to double that
runner off in the top of the

inning,” Closser said,
“Everybody’s been picking each
other up every game this year.”

Wheeling Park jumped out to
a 2-0 lead in the first inning on
back-to-back run-producing hits
by Jen Gruber (a triple) and Jil
Wright (a single).

Buckeye Local got one back
in the bottom of the frame when
Gina Hicks singled in Megan
Bartrug,

It remained that way -- Park
leading 2-1 -- until the bottom of
the sixth.

That, Closser said, was unex-
pected.

“Considering the last time we
played them it was 15-12, and
after they got two in the first, we
figured this was going to be a
slugfest,” he said. “The game
settled on. Did I think it was
going to be one-run, 3-27 No. I
thought it was going to be maybe
11-10.”

The Panthers got a big break
in the sixth, when Erica Stuart
took advantage of a miscue in
right field. She ripped a one-hop
single to right that got away from

1HE 1'TMF

girls edge Park

the fielder and bounced all the
way to the wall. Stuart didn't
stop running until she got into
the dugout, and the score was
tied at 2.

The timing on a three-base
error couldn’t have been worse
for the Patriots,

“Two mistakes,” Davis said.
“The play out there (the three-
base error) should have only
been a single and the girl didn’t
slide here (at third base) and got
out. The next play was a little
bunt hit. Two mistakes, that’s a
pretty good game for us, only
two mistakes.”

Gretchen eatned the win for
the Panthers. She struck out eight
and walked six, while limiting
Park to just three hits.

Sparachane, again, took the
tough-luck loss despite striking
out four and walking none.

Hicks, Bartrug, and catcher
Amanda Brown each had two
hits for Buckeye Local.

Linescore:
Whesling Park 20000002 3 3
Buckeys Local 1000011 3 10 1
BATTERIES: Sparachane and Ha r
Gretchen and Brown.
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Phillips,
JM Stop
Potters

Megan Gouldsberry belted
two singles and a triple, lead-
ing John Marshall to a 8-0 vic-
tory over East Liverpool, in
OVAC Class AAAA softball
tournament action Monday
night in Glen Dale.

Also for the Monarchs (18-
7), Emily McDermott had two
singles, while Samantha Stout
hit a single and plated three
runs. '

John Marshall pitcher
Stephanie Phillips held the
Potters scoreless through seven
innings,

The Potters got help from
Mary-Kay Amman with a

triple.
Class AAA
Magnolia 15,
St. Clairsvitle 4

At New Martinsville, 5t.
Clairsville might have been the
higher seed, but Magnolia had
no trouble advancing over the
Red Devils.

The Blue Eagles (15-12)
were paced by Paige DeMarco
with a double, a home run and

tated four runs, while Alicia

inerman knocked in a run
with a triple.

Lindsey Schroeder ripped an
RBI single for St. Clairsville.

Bellaire 4,
Ouk Glen 1

At Bellaire, Amanda Coulter
fanned seven and nllowed only
four hits as Bellaire took down
Oak Glen.

The Big Reds got help on
offense from Nikki Driscoll
with two singles and o double
and by Ashley McCorkle* with
a single and two RBIs.

Class AA
Wheeling Central 5,
Buckeye Trail 3

At Wheeling, Wheeling Cen-

tral scored three runs in the
third to slip past Buckeye
Trail.
. Casey Savage hit an RBI dou-
ble for the Maroon Knights
(19-4), while Kayla Gray
cleared the bases with a triple.

The Warriors’ Hannah Miller
knocked in a run with a dou-
ble.

Photo by Alex Kozlowski

Bellaire St. John's pitcher Meghan Johnson works from the
circle during Monday's game against Beallsville.

Fort Frye 4,
Fronfier 3

At Beverly, Carrie Ketelsen
ripped a two-run triple to lead
Fort Frye past Frontier.

Also for the Cadets (14-2),
Danielle Stevens hit a single and
chased in a ron.

The Cougars got help from
Maggie Brunoni with a single, a
double and two RBIs.

OVAC Class A
Bishop Donahue 12,
Paden City 1

At McMechen, Ashley Hili
rapgled a single and a triple as
Bishop Donahue cruised past
Paden City.

Jen Hill chipgd in for the Bish-
ops (13-5) with an RBI single.

Cameron 7,
Bridgeport 6
At Bridgeport, Cameron
smacked 12 hits in a victory over
Bridgeport.

For the Dragons (13-8), Aman-
da Hartley had three singles,
while Jonnelle Campbell collect-
ed two singles. Lacey Tustin
added two singles and chased in
two runs for Cameron.

Sarah Wamsley hit two singles,
a double, a triple and knocked in

three runs.

BASEBALL
Steubenville 16,
Buckeye Local 3

At Steubenville John Koehnlein
belted two singles, a home run
and knocked in four runs as
Steubenviile Central took down
Buckeye Local 16-3 in high
school baseball action Monday
night in Steubenville.

Mike Emmerling added two
singles and chased in a run for
the Crusaders {9-9), while Brian
Kostantini hit two singles and
plated two runs.

For the Panthers, Stan Dobrane-
ski singled, tripled and knocked
in two runs.

John Marshall 8,
Parkersburg 7

At Parkersburg, John Marshall
scored seven runs in the first and
then hung on to beat Parkers-

burg.

Tﬁe Monarchs were paced by
Troy Mysliwiec with two singles
and an RBI, while Colby Mozin-
go contributed two singles and
plated a run.

For the Big Reds, Chance Lit-
ton hit a triple and knocked in a
umn,

St. C., Bridgeport drop

Lady Irish
capture OVAC
quarterfinals

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Writer

Needless to say, St. John senior Meghan Johnson was dialed in.
And when she’s dialed in, it spells bad news for oppositions.
Beallsville will definitely attest.

The Lady Irish, behind Johnson’s gem,
] advanced to the semifinals of the OVAC
Class 1-A tournament Monday night by a
11-1 count in five innings over eighth-seed-
ed Beallsville at the Bellaire Swimming
4 Pool Field,

“We didn’t play our best game, but
4 it’s about advancing,” said St. John Central
‘ head coach Jerry Magistro. “There’s no
tomorrow if you lose in this tournament, so
the whole thing is about focusing.”

Johnson definitely fell into the focused
category.

She came out clicking on all cylinders, fanning the first nine
hitters she faced. She finished with 13 strikeouts. She allowed just
one hit and had only two outs in the game involve the fielders.

“It doesn’t surprise me with her anymore,” Magistro said.
“She comes to play in games like this.”

With Johnson on cruise control, the Lady Irish bats got going
in the second inning,

Ellie Swartz started the three-run rally when she led off with
g waarltzk. After a groundout, Jenna Vavra ripped a single to score

wartz,

Betsie Smith followed with a base on balls, putting runners on
first and second for ninth-hitter Amanda Rosepappa.

She came through with a clutch single to score Vavra and
move Smith around to third. Marissa DeClemente then flew out to
leftfield, but it was plenty deep enough for Smith to tag and score
on the sacrifice fly.

After Johnson mowed down the bottom three hitters of the
Lady Blue Devil order, the Lady Irish went bick to work offen-
sively in their half of the frame.

Junior slugger Ashley Marinacei drew a lead-off walk and then
Johnson worked a free pass. After an out was recorded, second-
baseman Loraine Skorich roped a double into right-center, scoring
both Marinacei and Johnson.

_ “Our whole team has been hitting pretty well all year,”
Magistro said. “We didn’t hit as well as we would have liked early
in the game. When you have a hitting team like we do, you have to
be aggressive when the count is in your favor.”

Beallsville finally broke through on Johnson in the fifth.
After Erin Doughty reached on an error, Kaylan Isaly ripped a

En]"gle to the fence in center that scored Doughty all the way from
L.

G i b
JOHNSON

However, Johnson then got back into her groove and
retired the side via the strikeout.

The Lady Irish closed out the game with a six-spot in the
fifth inning. The Green was the beneficiary of five walks in the
frame. Smith, Vavra, Rosepappa, DeClemente and Johnson each
had a RBI in the frame,

In the semifinals, the Lady Irish will meet the winner of
fourth-seeded Weirton Madonna and fifth-seeded Linsly at the I-

' OVAC softball games

Magnolia proved a rude host
to St. Clairsville, drilling the
Lady Red Devils, 15-4, Monday
in an OVAC Class 3-A quarterfi-
nal softbal] game at Magnolia.

Paige DeMarco led the Lady
Blue Eagles with a home run,
double and four RBI. Alicia
Hinerman clubbed an RBI triple
for 15-12 Magnolia.

Lindsay Schroeder had an
RBI single for St. C.

CAMERON 7
BRIDGEPORT 6

AT PERKINS FIELD, the
Lady Dragons eliminated the
Lady Bulldogs in the OVAC
tournament in eight innings.

Amanda Hartley led Cameron
with three singles while Jonnelle
Campbell collected two hits.

The Lady Dragons improved
to 13-8.

Sara

Wamsley paced

Bridgeport with a triple, double,
two singles and three RBL
WHEELING CENTRAL 5
BUCKEYE TRAIL 3

AT WHEELING, the Lady
Knights improved to 19-4 after
defeating Buckeye Trail, 5-3, in
an OVAC Class AA quarterfinal.

Brittany Derr picked up the
moeund win, despite striking out
only two, while walking eight
batters.

Kayla Gray sent home three
runners for the Lady Knights,
going two-for-three on the day
with a triple.

Casey Savage also had an
'RBI for Wheeling Central.

Trail’s Hannah Miller was the
hard-luck ioser; she struck out
s5ix, wilked one and scattered
eight hits over six innings of
work.She had an RBI for the
Lady Warriors. -

Prep Softball Linescores

JOHN MARSHALL 8. EAST LIVERPOOL 0
East Livepoal 0000000 0 4 1
Jotin Marshall 103013X 880
BATTERIES: Doyls and Davls. Phiflips and
McDamatt.

WHEELING CENTRAL 5 BUCKEYE TRAIL 3
BUd(ﬂ?’BTfB] 00200163 7 1
Central 103100 x~5 80

aATTE IES: Berr and Orkoskey; Miller and

" FORTFRYE 4 FRONTIER 2
Frontier 00012003 8 1
Fext Frye 004000x-4 50

BATTERIES: Stehly and Ketelsan; M. Brunoni and
L. Brunond,

MAGNOLIA 15 ST. CLAIRSVILLE 4
0111) 30 15 13 2
LG 200 20 4 56
BATTERIES: Ksene and Brill; Stewar! and
Thrash,

CAMERON 7 BRIDGEPORT 6

Bridgaport 05010000 6 B 2
Cameron 00012031 7 12 4

BATTERIES: 5. Wamsley and Foose; Tustin and
Gouldshemy. '

t
|

470 complex on Thursday at 6:30 p.m.

Linescore: '

Beallsville 00001--1 1 4

St John Central 03206 -11 7 1 :
BATTERIES: Ankrom, Reisz (5) and Tyo. Johnson and Swartz.

|OVAC softball tourney

schedule is changed
o ‘with Mother Nuture, the Ohio Valley Athletic
‘Cbb%urgntgc b»\?;}strsfmdmﬁhgm.scmmc for the softball semifi-

nals ambers [-470.Compiex. _ -
na]'sl‘ms(ﬁbcdulc features ﬂvE:J games on.two fields, starting at

4:15 pm. o 4 Bish
-A gemifinal between Cameron and Bishop
Dm;raﬂgc%fﬁ ?Jelgin the afteripon on Field 4.The otlier 1-A game,
pitting top-seeded St. John %ﬁzinﬂt]“-_;!nsly,-wﬂl begin at 6 p.o. il
At 4:30.p,m. on Field 3, the remaining Class 3-A nal will
be staged. Top-_s'cedcci Moartlns Ferry meets defending
: olia at 4:30 p.m. -
chmﬁo;ﬁkl :glm will -ronrlsd out the evening. Wheeling Centrrl
will meet defending OVAC and Ohio Division 111 state. chmnﬂon
Monroe Central at 6:15 p.m. on Field 3. The other 2-A sem bcgiﬁ
which features Steubenville Central against Fort Frye, w

ximately 8 p.m. _ _
" ﬂg%?ﬂna]s "Sghet}l)ulc is unchaged. The 3-A game Lwﬂl begui aAt
10:30 a.m, The 4-A game is slated to begin at 12:15. The A
game is scheduled to start at 2 p.m. and the 2-A title tilt roun

out the day's action at 3:45 p.m.




OVAC Playoff
Pairings

SOFTBALL '
OVAC QUARTERFINALS
Fgfé ?‘ames Scheduled for Tonight al higher seeds

Class 4-A
No. 1-Edison (12-1) va: No. 8 Baaver Local {4-8);
No: 4 Steubenville {15-5) v, No. & Brooke {7-8),
‘No. 3 John Marshatl {14-4) vs. No. B.East
Liverpool (4-6),
No, 2 Buckeye-Loeal {11-3) vs. No, 7 Whesing
Park (6-12)-

Class 3-A
béui g Marling Fery {14-3) va. No, B Union Local

No. 4 1, Clalravie (8-7) ve. No. § Maﬂnuiia 7,
No. 3 %agrrisnn Central (11-3} vs.-No, B Intflan

Creek (6-),

No. 2 Bellalre {14-3) vs. No. 7 Oak Gien (8-6).
Class A

No. 1 Steubenvilte Cenizal {8-3) vs, No. 8 River (7-

9),

o, 4 Fort Frye (112} vs, No. 5 Fronfler (9-8).
No. 3 therEZ'»g Caniraf (18-4) va, No. & Buckeys
Trall {6-10).

i
3])0. 2 Monroe Central {14-1) vs, No. 7 Toronto {5-

Class 1-A.
No. 1 81, John (15-1) vs. No, 8 Beallgvilia (3-11).
l;ig’. 4 Walrton Madonna (8-6) ve, No. 5 Linsly {7-
No. 3 Caineron {10-5) vs. N & Bi 6-14),
No. 2 Bishop Do(nahue {10-4) va, Niggglpgn n G'ty-

BASEBALL
OVAC QUARTERFINALS
All Games Schedulad for Tussday af higher
s8ai’s flefd, .

Class 4-A-
Ne. g Steubanville (14-3) va. No. B Buckeya Local

-12),

0. 4 Cambridge (13-5) va. No, 6 Edison (9-8),
No. 3 Welr (12-4) vs, No, & Wheeling Park (8-10),
W}' 2 John Marshall {13-3) ve. No: 7 Brooke {8-

Class 3-A:
No. 1 Harrison Cantral {13-4) vs. No. 8 Tyler
Gonsolidated {3-14),
No. 4 Meado {10-8) va. No. & Bellalrs (3-8),

: ?\!soi{i-lndlan Crask {13-7) ve. No, 6 Union Loce!
o, 2 1. Clatesvila (12-5) vs. No. 7 Marting Fi
i (12:6) By

Class 2:4
11%1 Whesling Central (18-1) ve. No, B Wellaville

0. 4 Toronto {13-7) va: No, 5 Bainesvilla {12-4),
No. 3 Monros Central (12-4} va. No. 8 Steubenvilla
Central {8-6).

No. 2 Forl Frya {17-13 vs. No. 7 Frontlar (5-8),
-Class 1-A

I%ai g,'Baa!EsviHa {12-3) vs. I:lu. 8 Bishop Denahus
0. 4 Caméron 11-6) va. No, 5 Shadyside (tnd-g’.n
I%uig, Wairlon Madonna (12-8) vs, No. 8 8t
o Linsly (125} va. No. 7 Paden City {3-10).

OVAC Set
For Week

Thanks to last week’s rain, the

biggest week of the Ohio Vall
Aﬁ'ﬁeﬁc Conference school yeﬂalxC

g0t even bigger over the week-
end

Two softball champions, four

baseball champions and eight .

track champions — four bovs’

and four girls’ — will alir%e

crowned in the five days
between today and Saturday.

Weather rmitting, of course,

Two softball champions will be

decided at the J.B, Chambers I

470 Complex in Wheeling

today. Edison and John Marsh

will play for the Class AAAA
crown at 4:30 p.m. with Bell. St..

John and Cameron Edison set-

thn’lghsu;gie-A at 6.p.m. .

The final four baseball semifi-
nals are now -all set for Wednes-
day at three different sites.

Beallsville and Cameron will
play at 4:30 p.m, in a Class A
semifinal at Bridgeport,

John Marshall and Wheeling
Park will now play at § p.m. in &
Class AAAA semifinal at John
Marshall’s field in Glen Dale;

The newly-lighted diamond at
.Brooke High will host a Class
QAA doubleheader on Wednes-

ay. '
Indian Creek and Mattins Ferry
will play at 4:30 p.m, with Har-

rison Central and Beilaire to fol-
low at approximately 6:30.

Steubenville (Class AAAA),
Wheeling-Central and Fort Frye
(Class AA) and Linsly (Class A)
have already advanced.

The four OVAC baseball cham-
prons will be crowned Saturday
at Vaccaro Field in Steubenville,
The championship game sched-
ule will be released once all the
participants have been decided,

Last but certainly not least are
the annual OVAC Track and
Field Championship meets, .

The Class A-AA meet begins
Wednesday afternoon at Fleming

‘Field in Shadyside with the

finals scheduled for Friday night.

Nelson Field in Bellaige :)gnce
again hosts the Class AAA-
AAAA meet with early events

starting Thursday afternoon and

the big-school champions to be
crowned on Saturday,

W g April 27
* OVAC TENNIS Championship Girls'
Sinales at Bathany College 8:00 a.m.
* OVAC SOFTBALL Semifinals at Cham-
bars [-470 Fiaids B An.m. 8:30 p.mu
* OVAC BASEBALL Guarterfinals Rain

Moﬂda% April 25
* OVAC TENNIS Champlonshlps Girls'
Doubles at Beﬂwnr Callege ?ﬂp.m_.

* OVAC SOFTBALL Quertarfinals at Top

‘Seaded Team’s Fiald

Tuesdng April 26
* OVAC TENNIS Champlonships Boys'

" Daubles at Bathany Colluge 2
* QVA

1L
C BASEBALL Quartarfinals at

Top-Seeded Teamn's Fiald .

* OVAC.SOFTBALL Quartarfinals Hajn

Date
AAAA
School W L CP AVG
-~ Staubenville 14 3 790 4656
Jahn Marshall 13 3 590 431
Weir 12 4 B30 394
Cambridge. 13 5 B30 35.0
Edizan B B 430 28.8
Whaaling Park ~.8 10 480 253
Brooke 8 11 390 2056
Buckeya Local 1 12 380 188
East Liverpoo!. 3 9 140 1.7
*Beaver l.ocal: 12 3 B850 43.3
*Zanesville 7 7 410 203
: AAA
School W L CP AVG
Harrisan Central 13° 4 680 40,0
St. Clairaville 12. 5 650 38.2
- [ndlan Craek 13 7 830 348
Meadowbrook 10 B 530 284
Ballaire 8 B 410 268
Unign Logal 5 11 240 150
Marting Ferry 4 12 180 100
Tyler Consolidated 3 14 1300 7.8
Oak Glen 015 0 00
*Magnolia: 12 4 646 400
AA .
School W L CP AVG
Wheeling Central 18 -1 780 38.0
ort Frya 17 -1 6880 37.8
Monroe Centrat ~ 12 4 480 308
Toronto: . 13- 7 B30 29.5
Barnesville 12 4 400 260
Steubsnvilie Central 8 9 390 229
Frantiar - : 5. 8 200 .16.4
Wallsviile: 5 9200 144
River B 12 230 128
Caldwatl 8 117 210 1247
- Shenandosh 4 12 140 88
Buckeye Trall a2 120 80
A . )
School W L CP AVG
Beallsville 12 3 430 287
Llnair 12 5 380 224
Welrlon Madonna 12 6 380 211
Cameron 11 B 350 184
‘Shadysids 10 8 330 183
Bellaire St.John's 6. 12 1600 -B.B
Paden City. 3 10 80 88
Bishop Donshus 2168 B0 36
Vatley 1. 11 3 25
‘| PBridgeport 118 30 - 1.8
| *Conatton Vallay 7 1 2106 N7

*Danotes that did not play tha required
number of OVAC games. to qualify for
the Bia offs, \

NOTE: The top four teams will host
quarterfinal games, |f It rains_and the
quarterfinala can't be played, just the
top four teams wilt play in the samifi-
nals on Saturday. .

QVAC GIRLS

: < minkmum 10 gamas played rula,
C).vs. Bya; Ran-- p
{0G) vs. Welton..

No. 1 Doubles
 Afidraini-Vaelaz '{W
dolph-Thomasatli

Madonna; Slacum-Glalluco {Brk)-vs,,

| Foster-Little-(Welr); Lowe-Adamovich:
{Lin} va, Bye; Kostalova:Smith m%ﬁij ik

va, Bye; Mathlau:Lawis. (IC) va.-

fiatd-Waldrum (WP): Smith-Cunning-.
. ham {dM) va, ob\:’howakl-aannun
’ hStC):-Margln'ean- 8

aver {MtD} vs,
ve. . L)

Ball Aderhn g A s Kublek

.Bati- olt. va. -Bye; Kublcki-
A G{Weir)‘ VS, -Pahani‘éh-Santia

. MeAlpi o
(ch B anr-Kallar (OG) Ve Magnoter

atra-DaGuzman (i.tnv)vvs. Bye; Milton-
‘Wolfa (WC) va, Bye; }
vs. Phillips-Freeland {JM}; Costing-

Williams (StC) va. Murthy-Helfer {MtD);-
‘Viglianeo-DiBartalomeo (Brk} va, Bye. .

. X ‘AEE .
erasman ML) vo.nys

eamansarshail .y 2T H
: Gu:n'm-.L'areh- AtWait} \"{ “Walrton:

* Madonha; Throckmorton: &v’v,a:!IE(;\f:g;

va. Hars man-KeiiaE {
‘Onisha {Lin} va. Bye; Knuth-Falni. (Wi
‘v, Bga: Gabis-Bober (StC) ve, Michettl:
Wickham {IC); Schoalcraft-Graves (OG)
+a.. Givens-Batiista (JM); Martin-Sper-
- lazza.(Brk) vs. Bya.

ndnesds

Dite
Thuradag, April 28
* OVAC TENNIS Champlonshlp Boys’

Sin%as at Bathany College 8:00 a.m,
* OVAC SOFTBALL. Semifinals Chamn-

‘bers |-470 Fields. b

?-.m. B:30 p.m
* OVAC BASEBALL Quarterfinals Rain

Date.
e Frday, Aprl 28
* OVAC TENNIS Championships Rain

Date
* OVAC SOFTBALL Semiiina!s Raln Dats
* DVAC BASEBALL Quarterfinals Raln

Saturday; April 30
* Tannis Chemplonship Rain Data
* OVAC BASEBALL Semifinals, at TBA
* OVAC SOFTBALL Champlonships

Date

-‘Chambars |-470 Field

Claas AAA: 10:30 a.m.; Class AAAA:

12:15 p.m,; Class A: 2 p.m.; Class AAA:

3:45 p.m. R
AAAA
School. W L CP AW
Edison 12 1 770 58.23
Buckays Loca! 11 3 895 4495
John Marghall 14 4 BB5 47,50
Steubenville i 65 918 4585
Brooka : 7 & 455 36.00
East Liverpoo! 4 8 207 20.70
Whesling Park 8 12 358 19.B9
Beaver Locat 4 8 228 1883
air 1 15 A,
Zanssviila 0 13 0.
Cambridge* 7 2 3N s
AAA
School W L AV
Martins Ferry 14 3 7892 4659
Batllaire 14 3781 44,78
Harrisan Cantral 11 .9 599 2088
- -8t. Clalrsville. 9 7 468 29.13
MaFnuNs 8 7 463 28.94
Indian Craek ‘8 9 351 23.40
- Oak Glan. 8 -8 334 22.27
Union Local - d 16 166 8.74
Tyler Consolldated. 1 13 37 2,84
eadowhrook®* AAB 2 337 4213
Bchool W L AVG
Steubenville Cantral. 8- 3 483 42,09
‘Monroa Central 14 1 608 40.563
Whaeling Cantral 18 4 ‘B28 37,65
Fort Frye 11 2 450 34.
Frontiar g .6 391 28.07
Buckeye Trait B. 10" 277 17.3%
Toronte: 5 9 240 17.14
Rivar 7 & 247 1544
Barnasviiis . B 9 225 15.00
Caldwell 4 9 165 11,92
Wailsville 2 B 108 10,80
Shanandoah A_a 14 122 748
School ) W L CP AVG
Beligira St John's: 168 1 6893 4331
Blshop Donahue 10 4 384 2814
.Camaron i0- 5 383 25.87
Welrton Madonna B 6 3471 24,38
Linsly 7 13 288 13.40
‘Bridgeport 6 14 227 1146
Paden. City 4 9 143 1100
Beallaviile 3 11 137 879
Shadrl!da ) 212 79 584
_Conotton Valtey* 1 1 40 20.00
‘Valiey* 0 6 0 0,00

* Schools that did not mest the OVAC
QUARTER FINALS
ARAA.

Bedver Local at Edison
Brookse at Steubenville

. ‘East Liverpool at Jehn Marshal!

~Whaaling Park at Buckaye Local:
T

. AAA

‘Union Local at Marting Ferry
Magnolia at St. Clalraviila
{ndtan Creek at Harrison Central-
Qak Glan at Bail!r.a‘-

.- River at Staubenvilie Catholle

‘Frontier at Fort Fiye o
uckeya Traii at Whaalinn Central
‘Taronto at Monm: (-:a.ntral-

-Boalisvilla at Bellaire St John's

‘Linsly at Welrton Madonna:

Bridgeport at Camaron

Padan Clay at Bishop Danahue
NOTE: All games Monday, April-25.




