OVAC ALL-STAR BASKETBALL

Buckeye Boys Hammer West Virginia

4

Shadyside’s Luckhardt scores 16 points to lead a balanced Ohio scoring effort

By TRACY WATSON
For The News-Reglster

Ohio tried to turn the 14th
annual Sam Mumiey OVAC
All-Star Basketball Classic into
a track meet Satarday after-
noon at the Ney Center on the
campus of Ohio University
Eastern.

Unfortunately for West Vir-
ginia, the Mountaineers could
not keep up as the Buckeyes
broke the tape well ahead of
their cross-river rivals.

Shadyside A1l-Ohio point
uard Steve Luckhardt paced
ive double-figure scorers with
16 points and-hot-shootin
Ohio used a whopping 67-2
rebounding margin to pull
away as the Buckeyes rolled to
a convincing 117-82 victory in
front of a large crowd in Flush-
ing.
It was definitely an all around
team victory for head coach
Donnie Madzia's squad as the
Harrison Central mentor
watched eight players score at
least eight points and had nine
with five or more rebounds in
the contest.

After Ohio jumped to a quick
7-2 lead, Weir High's Mike

"Granato saw his team knot the

score on a triple and a hoo
from Tyler Morando, fresh o
of helping to guide his Wheel-
ing Central squad to a fourth
consecutive W.Va. Class A
CIOwn.

But that would be the closest
the Mountaineers would get in
the game as Luckhardt and
River's Ryne Romick would
pace an 11-0 spurt that would
put the hosts in control for
Food. That run would eventual-

turn into a 23-4 rally with

hio pulling out to a 30-11
advantage.

The Buckeyes would led by
27 on three separate occasions
in the first half, including 51-

.24 at the break on a pair of free

throws from Martins Ferry
standout Ryan Church.

And while the game was
already all but decided at the
break, Ohio would run off the
initial 10 points of the second
half to move the lead to 61-24.
The biggest lead of the game
would come at 113-57 with
just 2:00 showing on the clock.

Photo by Scott McCloskey
Ohio’s Chase Groves of Buckeye Local (14) puts up a shot as
West Virginia’s Chris Baldauf (53) of Brooke defends during
Saturday’s OVAC All-Star game at the Ney Center,

Buckeye Local's Chase
Groves backed Luckhardt with
14 points and eight rebounds
while Church, East Liverpool
All-Ohioian Brian Kreefer and
Beallsville's Casey Tolzda
dumped in 10 goints apiece.
Romick, Cambridge’s Pat
B{me and Buckeye’s Sean Call
all had eight.

Every Ohio player scored at

least four points and pulled in
at least two rebounds while
Kreefer completed the double-
double with 10 caroms.

The Buckeyes sizzled from
the field, hitting 54-0f-100
attempts, including 31-of-54 in
the second half. Meanwhile,
the Mountaineers were a mere
25-0f-88 and had only one
double-figure scorer with
Morando finishing with 12 tal-
lies.

Ohio also put together eight
runs of at least seven points or
more, including five double-
figure runs.

heeling Park teammates
Derek Syryle and E.J,
Schramm finished with eight
and seven points, respectively.

West Virginia also turned the
ball over 18 times to 14 for the
designated hosts.

During halftime festivities,
Frentier's Daun Lutes won the
slam dunk competition with an
acrobatic performance.

River's Romick sat in a chair
under the front of the rim and
tossed the ball upwards as
Lutes came soaring overtop of
him.

Lutes’ third and final dunk
was enough to edge Meadow-
brook's Brad Mitchell for first

place.
LN
14th Annual S5am Mumlay
OVAC All-Star Basketbalt Classic

Boys
Ohio 117, West Virginia 62

W — Syrylo 3-7 0-0 8; Morando 5-8 0-0
12; DeCaria 1-7 0-0 Z; Novick 1-7 0-0 2;
Rina 2-56 0-0 4; Wable 3-7 0-0 8; Shumakae
1-30-0 2; Santik 1-6 0-0 3; Coe 1-6 0-0 2;
Taillman 0-2 2-4 2; Sapp 0-1 0-0 0; Monies
1-111-2 3; Amedro 2-7 1-1 5; Schramm
2-82-27; Baldauf 2-6 0-D 4. Totals: 25-88
8-9 B2, .

]
O — Romick 3-8 8; Luckhardt 8-10 0-
0 16; Church b-8 0-3 10; Vincanzo 2.5 0-0
5; Groves 8-14 0-0 14; Lutes 3-6 0-0 6;
Mitchell 3-4 0-0 7; Byma 4-6 0-0 B; Call 4-
7 0-0 B; Stephana 2-¢2 0-0 4; Kreefar 5-15
0.0 10; Bettingsr 1-4 2-2 4; Hudson 3-4 0-
?17‘_‘;' Talzda 5-8 0-0 10. Tatals: 54-100 4-B

Halftime: Ohio 51, West Virginia 24, 3-
Pt. Goals: Sgryln 2, Morando 2, Santik,
Schramm; Groves 2, Vincenzo, Mitchall,
Hudson.

Youel Ignites for Ohio

Meadowbrook senior cans eight treys in win

By TRACY WATSON
For The News-Reglster
Facing a tall and talented West
Virginia squad, Ohio entered
Saturday’s 14th annual Sam
Mumley OVAC All-Star Basket-
ball Ctassic with a rare underdog

tag.

Ig-lov.fever, led by Meadow-
brook's Tiffany Youel and
Shad{side's Shayla Holenka, the
streaky Buckeyes proved they
were hjf;hly underrated.

Youel dropped in eight three-
pointers and scored 25 points
while Holenka kicked in with 17
tallies as Ohio erased an 11-
point second half deficit to
record an entertaining 85-79
victory over the Mountaineers at
the Ncaf Center on the campus of
Ohio University Eastern.

Buckeye head coach Kevin
Barr of Steubenville Central
watched his team struggle out of
the gate as West Virginia shot to
a 12-3 lead just 3:42 in with
Wheelin entral all-stater
Kayleen Fitzsimmons scoring
five early points.

The Mountaineers would
extend their advantage to 23-12
at the 8:49 mark of the first half
before Ohio, led by seven points
from the ‘*Byesville bomber‘*,
would go on a 15-0 run to claim
t2h§, lead for the first time at 27-

That lead would be short-lived,
however, as West Virginia
would close strong and take a
39-33 upperhand into the inter-
mission.

Less than two minutes into the
second half, coach Nikki Hard-
man of W.Va. Class AA state
champion Magnolia watched her
team’s lead grow to 46-35 as it
appeared the blue-and-gold were
getting ready to put the designat-
ed hosts away for good.

But uFain, acing adversity and
& double-figure deficit, Holenka
and Youel would tzke command
und bring the Buckeyes back.
This time it would be a 15-2

_—

Ohio rally that would push Ohio
back into the driver’s seat.

Holenks would score six to
help cut the margin to 48-44
before back-to-back triples from
Youel would give the Buckeyes
8 50-48 advantage with 15:57
showing. The Ohio run also
peeled just 2:39 off the clock.

West Virginia's final lead of
the contest would come at 54-52
on a hogp by John Marshall’s
Megan Gouidsberry at 12:58.
Qhio’s biggest spread of the
afternoon would by 84-74 with
36 seconds showing on a pair of
Rachel Cruz charity tosses.
While Youel and Holenka would
combine for 42 for the winners,
Shenandoah’s Cruz would add
nine, and Bellaire's Nikki
Driscoll and Edison’s Lauren
Flood would evenly divide 16
for Ohio.

Youel and Holenka would
combine to hit 11-of-15 shots in
the second half alone, with all
five of Youel's hoops coming
from beyond the arc,

Fitzsimmons tallied a team-
high 15 for the Mountaineers
with Tyler Consolidated’s
Lyncee Perkey finishing with 14

oints, six rebounds and three

locked shots. Mount de Chan-
tal’s Chantelle Handy, who will
attend Marshall, added 11 while
Mountain Lion teammate, and
University of Pitisburgh recruit,
Sylvie Tafen had seven points
and 10 rebounds.

Defensively, Ohio did an out-
standing job shutting down a
pair of West Virginia first team
all-staters in Magnolia’s Allison
Rothlisberger and Valley’s
Heather Brown as the two com-
bined for just seven points.

West Virginia grabbed a 45-40
edge off the glass and committed
just 13 turnovers to 23 for Ohio.

owever, the Buckeyes were a
solid 31-o0f-70 from the floor
while the Mountaineers canned
Jjust 28-of-87.

Fitzsimmons also claimed the

Ohio’s Shayla Holenka (14) of Shadyside dri
her team’s game against West Virginia Saturday.

3-point shootout crown during
halftime festivities while Bel-
laire St. John's Annie Wiater
and Mngnolia’s Katie Blatt were
the girls scho.l;ais]:ip winners,

14th Annual Sam Mumlay
OVAC All-Star Baskstball Classic

Girls
Ohlo 85, West Virginia 79

W — Rothlisberger 2-5 1-2 5; Fitzeim-
mang 4-13 4-4 15; Tafen 3-9 1-2 7; Brown
1-2 -0 2; Bultock 3-5 0-0 6; Gouldsberry
0-2 1-2 1; Hartley 0-2 0-0 0; Bowers 1-2 0-0
3J; Blatt 1-6 3-4 6; Parkey 5-8 1-2 14;
Raisinger 1-1 0-0 2; Handy 5-14 1-2 11;
Swigar 1-6 0-0 2; Hobbs 0-10 2-2 2;
_l'\ra'lgc armick 1-4 1-2 3, Totals: 28-87 16-22

O — Holenka 8-12 0-0 17; Yousl 8-13 1-2
25; Millar 0-2 3-4 3; Driscoll 4-9 0-D 8; Cruz
3-8 3-4 9; Ankrom 0-1 1-2 1; Wiater 0-2 0-0
0; Moore 2-7 1-3 6; Clausa 1-5 1-3 3;
A%”BW 1-4 0-0 3; Flood 3-6 2-2 B; Swan 1-
310-02; Rose 0-0 0-0 0; Hodkinson 0-0 0-0
0. Totals: 31-70 12-20 B5,

Halftime: West Virginia 39, Ohio 33, 3-Pt.
Goals: Fitzelmmons 3, Parkay 3, Bowers,
Blaft; Youal 8, Halenka, Mocra, Agnew.

Pholo by Scott MoCloskey
ves the lane during
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Ohio sweeps in OVAC All-Star

Classic

Youel’s three-point barrage keys girls’ 85-79 win: Buckeye boys romp, 117-62

JEFF HARRISON
THE DAILY JEFFERSONIAN

ST. CLAIRSVILLE -— Meadowbrook High's

Tiffany Youel stole the show with a sizzling three- -

point shooting display in the girls’ game while the
boys’ contest proved to be a serious mismatch at
the annual Samuel A. Mummy Memorial/Qhio

Valley Athletic Conference All-star Basketball

Classic at Ohio University-Eastern’s Ney Center
on Saturday. :

Youel delighted the crowd with no less than
eight long-range connections to lead the Ohio
girls to a come-from-behind 85-79 victory before
the Buckeye boys were never challenged in a 117-
62 romp which completed the all-star sweep.

In the girls’ game, West Virginia got off to a
solid start with a 12-3 lead and were still in front

-by double-digits, 23-12, at the 10:35 mark.

Ohio put together an ‘11-point run, however,
sparked by two Youel “triples” and a pair of goals
from Edison’s Lauren Flood to forge a 23-23
deadlock at the 5:00 mark. The Mountain State
squad closed the half with 2 16-10 spurt to move
in front, 39-33, at the intermission.

The lead moved to 46-35 early in the second
half, but a 15-2 run by Ohio, capped by consecu-
tive “threes” from Youel, gave the Lady Buckeyes
a 50-48 upperhand with 15:01 remaining. The
action see-sawed over the next 10 minutes, with

- Ohio leading 66-65 when Youel again stepped up
with two long-range daggers to extend the lead to
74-65 with 3:05 left.

West Virginia clawed back within four, 76-72,
with 1:30 left on a three-pointer by Magnolia’s
Katie Blatt but that was as close as the Lady

Mountaineers would get.

Youel finished 8-of-12 from beyond the arc (8-
of-13 overall) and took game scoring honors with
25 points. She also contributed five rebounds and
four assists to the winning effort.

Shadyside’s Kayla Holenks provided top sup-
port with 17 tallies and four rebounds,
Shenandoah’s Rachel Cruz had a nine-point, four-
rebound effort; Edison’s Flood collected eight
points and six boards; and Bellaire's Nikki
Driscoll had eight markers. _ . .

Buckeye Trail's Kim Rose
chipped in three rebounds and
two assists for the winners,

For West Virginia, Wheeling
Central’s Kayleen Fitzsimmons
took team honors with 15
points . while Tyler
Consolidated’s Lyncee Perkey
scored 14 and Mount de
Chantal’s Chantelle Handy net-
ted 11. Sylvie Taffen of The
Mount had seven rebounds
while Magnolia’s  Allison
Rothlisberger and Wheeling Park’s Mandi Swiger
each had six.

Ohio connected on 31-0f-65 field goal attempts
(47.7 percent); hit 11-0of-26 from three-point
range (42.3 percent) and 12-of-20 at the free
throw line (60 percent). West Virginia, mean-
while, was 28-0f-82 on action shots (34.] per-
cent); 8-0f-23 on “threes” (34.8 percent); and 15-
of-22 at the charity stripe (68.2 percent).

The Buckeyes led off the glass, 51-45, and over-
came 23 turnovers, 10 .more than the
Mountaineers.

In the boys’ game, it was all Qhio, all the ime
including leads of 18-7 with 13 minutes left in the
first half and 30-11 at the midway point. It was all
but over at the half, with the Buckeyes on top 51-
24 and if West Virginia had any thoughts of a
comeback, a 22-3 explosion to start the second
20-minute period erased them.

Shadyside’s Steve Luckhardt led a quintet of
double figure scorers for Ohio with 16 points
along with five rebounds and  three steals,
Buckeye Local's Chase Groves
tallied 14 points, had seven
boards and . three assists;
Martins Ferry’s Ryan Church
netted 12 counters; East
Liverpool's Brian Kreefer had
10 points and eight rebounds;
and Beallsville’s Casey Tolzda

All five local players con-
tributed nicely, with
Cambridge’s Pat Byrne collect-
ing eight points, six rebounds,
three assists and three steals;
Meadowbrook’s Brad Mitchell posting seven
points and six boards; Barnesville'’s Colin Hudson
scoring seven points and grabbing seven
rebounds; Caldwell’s Michael Bettinger getting
four points and six caroms; and Buckeye Trail’s
Shane Stephens adding four points and five
rebounds, ’

For the West Virginia boys, Wheeling Central's
Tyler Morando was the lone double-digit scorer
with 12, with Wheeling Park’s Derek Syrylo next
in line with eight. Tyler Consolidated’s Trent
Wable added six points and a team-high five

had 10 points and five caroms.

rebounds. |

Ohio ripped the ropes on & 53-0f-94 accuracy
{56.4 percent); canned 5-of-16 “treys” (31.3 per-
cent) and 6-of-8 at the line (75 percent), West
Virginia was a cold 25-0f-88 from the floor (28.4
percent); just 6-0f-35 on “threes” (17.1 percent)
and 6-of-9 at the stripe (66.7 percent). :

The Buckeyes had a huge 71-35 rebounding

advantage and were charted with 13 tumnovers, -

one less than the Mountaineers.

Halftime activities included a three-point
shootout for the girls and a slam dunk contest for
the boys. ‘

Wheeling Central’s Kayleen Fitzsimmons won
the three-point event with 17 connections in one
minute while Leigh Ann Hobbs of Oak Glen was
the runnerup with 14,

In the slam dunk event, Frontier’s Daun Lutes
posted 86 points over three rounds of dunks to -
take top honors, with Meadowbrook's Brad
Mitchell as the runner-up with 83 points.

Several special awards were presented through-
out the sfternoon. The recipients included Stanley
Blankenship of John Marshall (Rich Saffield
Girls” Basketball Coaches Award); Bob Sullivan
of Magnolia (Earl Haberfield Boys' Basketball
Coaches Award); Plennie Clutter of Wheeling
{(Robert Dawson Officials’ Award); and Bill Pahl

e . s e v e s s et B
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of Bridgeport (Thomas E. Rataiczak Scorer/Timer *

Award),

OVAC scholarship winners were Ryne Romick -

of River and Michael DeCaria of Weirton

Madonna (Henry Lazasz Boys' Scholarships); and *

Annie Wiater of St. John Ceatral and Katie Blatt
of Magnolia
Scholarships).

|

(Richard L. Potts Girls' -
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OVAC ALL'STARS @ THE DAILY JEFFEHSONI;N

" The Ohlo boys’ team for the annual Samue! A. Mumley Memorial OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic will be, fromt
row | to r, Ryne Romick of River, Steve Luckhardt of Shadyside, Ryan Church of Martins Ferry and Adam
Vincenzo of St. Clalrsville. Second row, Chese Groves of Buckeye Local, Daun Lutes of Frontier, Brad Mitchell of
Meadowbrook, Pat Byrne of Cambridge, Sean Call of Buckeye Local and Shane Stephens of Buckeye Trall. Third
row, coach Mork Romick of River, Brian Kreefer of East Liverpool, Michael Bettinger of Caldwell, head coach
Don Madzia of Harrison Central, Colin Hudson of Barnesvilie, Casey Tolzda of Beallsville and conch Dave Linn
of Buckeye Trall. Ahsent was Mikel Fisher of Bellaire.

The Ohio pirls’ team for the Samne A, Mumley Memorial Al-Ster Baskethall Classic includes, front row 1 to r, Jamie
Ankrom of Beallsville, Annfe Wiater of St. John Centra!, Tiffany Youel of Meadowbrook nnd Shayln Holenka of
Shadyzide. Second row, Mallory Moore of Toronto, Chelsea Clause of Stenbenville Catholic and Lynsey Agney of
Martins Ferry. Third row, coach Greg Mitts of Meadowbrook, Lanren Flood of Edison, Shana Swan of River, head
coach Kevin Barr of Stenbenville Catholic, Emity Miller of Union Local, Kim Rose of Buckeye Trail and coach Tom
S&amufBuckeye'ﬁnﬂ.Abs&ntmend:ﬂCmofShennndonh,Al]isonLawyeronanavlﬂe,lekiDﬂsm]]of
Bellnire and Julia Hodkinson of Harrison Central,

The West Virginia boys’ squad for the Samuel A. Mnmle{v!lemorlal All-Star Baskethall Classic includes, froot row
1 to r, Derek Syrylo of Wheeling Park, Tyler Morando of Wheeling Central, Michnel DeCaria of Weirton Madonna,
Eric Novick of Wheeling Central and Rohbie Rine of Tyler Cuusulidated. Second row, Trent Wable of Tyler
Consolidated, Justin Shumake of Weir, Aaron Santlk of Weir, Matt Coe of Cameron, Nate Tallman of Magnolin
and Antyhony Sapp of Paden City. Third row, coach Dave Taliman of Magnolia, Authony Montes of John

Zach Amedro of John Marshall, head coach Mike Granato of Welr, E.J. Schramm of Wheeling Park,
Chris Baldan{ of Brooke and coach Mel Stephens of Wheeling Central.

The West Virginia girls’ squad for the Samuel A. Mumley Memorial OVAC All-Star Besketball Classic includes, front
row 1 to 1, Jenoy Bowers of Paden City, Amanda Hartley of Cameron, Kalttyn McCormick of Wheeling Park, Megan
Gouldsberry of John Mnarshall and Allison Rothlisherger of Magnolla. Second row, Amy Bollock of Brooke, Kayleen

Fitzsimmons of Wheeling Central, Heather Brown of Valley, Lyncee Perkey of Tyler Consolidated, Alana Relsinger of
Linsly and Katie Biatt of Magoolia. Third row, coach John Leary of Brooke, head coach Nikki Hardman of Magnofia,
Chantelle Hanly of Mount de Chantal, Mandi Swiger of Park, Slyvie Tafen of Mount de Chantal and coach
Penn Kurtz of Wheeling Central. Absent was Leigh Ann Hobbs of Oak Glen.
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Holenka, Miller to lead Ohio girls’ all-stars

By SETH STASKEY
Timas Leader Sports Writar

S0 many options, yet so few
spots,

That must have been the
quandary surrounding local girls
basketball coaches when they
tried to select the Ohio All-Star
squad.

However, Steubenville Central
and Ohio head coach Kevin Barr
is quite happy with the team that
he has to work with for this
Saturday’s game.

The annuval Samuel A.
Mumley OVAC All-Star Classic
is slated for 1 p.m. at Ohio
University Eastern’s Ney Center.

“Some people may think we
are underdogs to West Virginia,”
Ohio head coach Kevin Barr

said. “Well, they had better not
tell these girls that because they
are going into the game to win. I
feel like we have a very strong
team with a lot of quality play-
ers.”

Joining Barr on the bench will
be Meadowbrook’s Greg Mitts
and Buckeye Trail’s Tom
Strasser.

The Buckeye girls feature
some four career 1,000-point
Scorers.

Leading the list is Union
Local guard Emily Miller who
scored better than 1,600 points
and became the leading scorer in
Lady Jets’ history this season.
She averaged close to 18 points
a game for Coach Rick Jones’
team.

Milier has been a fixture on all
post-season teams thus far,
including third-team all-Ohio in
Division III.

Shadyside’s Shayla Holenka
netted 1,342 points and aver-
aged better than 20 points a
night this past winter. Holenka
was named third-team all-Ohio
by the Associated Press.

Meadowbrook’s Tiffany Youel
had an outstanding career for the
Lady Colts recording more than
1,000 points and averaging bet-
ter than 16 points a game this
past season.

Zanesville will be represented
in the OVAC All-Star game by
Allison Lawyer. The Lady Blue
Devils’ post player was a major
cog in the success of Steve
Mercer’s teamn this past season.

She averaged close to 15 points
1 game.

Martins Ferry guard Lynsey
Agnew has been selected to the
game. She averaged 13 points a
night for Coach Dave
Reasbeck’s outfit this past sea-
son.

Bellaire will be represented in
the game by solid point guard
Nikki Driscoll. One of the most
unheralded Lady Reds averaged
14 points a game for Coach
Tube Davis’ team this season.

St. John Central’s Annie
Wiater will be another back-
court option for the Lady
Buckeye staff. She averaged
eight points a night for Coach
Bubba Kapral's 13-6 squad.

Harrison Central forward Julia
Hodkinson was selected to the
game afier a season that was lim-
ited due to an early-season
injury. Hodkinson sparked a
Lady Huskie surge down the
stretch by averaging better than
13 points a night.

Buckeye Trail guard Kim
Rose will take part in the game

after a strong four-year career for
the Lady Warriors. She averaged
close to 12 points a game this
past season.

Shenandoah post Rachel Cruz
will take part in the game. The 5-
ft-10 pivot averaged close to a
double-double for Amber
Ellison’s team and helped lead
them to the district tournament.

A trio of Jefferson County
players were tabbed for the
annual bi-state clash. Edison’s
Lauren Flood, Toronto’s Mallory
Moose - and Steubenville
Central's Chelsea Clause will all
take part this weekend.

Beallsville's Jamie Ankrom -
who led the Lady Blue Devils in
almost every category - will also
take part in this Saturday’s con-
test.
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Samuel A. Mumley/OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic rosters set
gEight local players, three coaches taking part; games scHeduled Saturday at OU-Eastern

JEFF HARRISON
THE DALY JEFFERSONIAN

ST. CLAIRSVILLE — With eight players and
three coaches among the participants, the annual
Samuel A. Mumley/OVAC All-Star Basketball
Classic will have a definite local flavor next
}Saturday at the Ohio University Eastern Ney Center.

Five boys and three girls from aren teams are slat-
ed to take part in the Ohio vs. West Virginia show-
case of senior basketball talent from the comfer-
ence. The girls’ game is slated for a 1 p.m. tip-off
while the boys’ contest is set to begin at 3:15.

Area boys taking part include Pat Byme of
Cambridge, Brad Mitchell of Meadowbrook,
{Shane Stephens of Buckeye Tmail, Michael
fBettinger of Caldwell and Colin Hudson of
¢Bamesville. Local girls on the Ohio roster are
i Tiffany Youel of Meadowbrook, Kim Rose of
'Buckcyc Trail and Rachel Cruz of Shenandoah.
._Serving as assistant coaches from the area are
Dave Linn of Buckeye Trail with the Ohio boys’

team and the duo of Greg Mitts of Meadowbrook
and Tom Strasser of Buckeye Trail with the girls’
squad.

In sddition to the five local players, the Qhio
boys’ roster includes Chase Groves and Sean Call
of Buckeye Local, Ryan Church of Martins Ferry,

Mikel Fisher of Bellaire, Brian Kreefer of East

Liverpool, Steve Luckhardt of Shadyside,
Daun Lutes of Frontier, Ryne Romick of
River, Casey Tolzda of Beallsville and
Adam Vincenzo of St. Clairsville. _

Head coach of the Ohio boys’ team is
Harrison Central’s Don Madzia, with
Trail’s Line and River's Mark Romick
assisting,

Joining the local trio on the Buckeye girls’ squad
are Lynsey Agnew of Martins Ferry, Jamie Ankrom
of Beallsville, Chelsea Clause of Steubenville
Catholic, Nikki Driscoll of Bellaire, Lauren Flood
of Edison, Julia Hodkinson of Harrison Central,
Shayla Holenka of Shadyside, Allison Lawyer of
Zanesville, Emily Miller of Union Local, Mallory

Moore of Toronto, Shana Swan of River and Annie
Wiater of St. John Central. :

Steubenville Central’s Kevin Barr is serving as
the head coach, with Meadowbrook’s Greg Mitts
and Buckeye Trail's Tom Strasser as, assistants.

West Virginia’s boys’ roster features Derek Syrylo
and EJ. Schramm of Wheeling Park, Tyler Morando

and Eric Novick of Wheeling Central, Justin
. Shumake and Aaron Santik of Weir, Zach
Amedro and Anthony Montes of John
Marshall, Trent Wable and R6bbie Rine of
Tyler Consolidated, Matt Coe of Cameron,
Chris Baldauf of Brooke, Michael DeCaria
" of Weirton Madonna, Anthony Sapp of

Paden City and Nate Tallman of Magnolia.

Weir’s Mike Granato will be the head coach, with
Dave Tallman of MagnoHa arid Mel Stephens of
Wheeling Central assisting,

The West Virginia girls’ team includes Katie Blatt
and Allison Rothlisherger of Class AA state cham-
pion Magnolia, Kayleen Fitzsimmons of Class A
state runner-up Wheeling Central, Jenny Bowers of

Area to be well -represented at upcoming OVAC All-Star Classic

Paden City, Heather Brown of Valley, Amy Bullock
of Brooke, Megan Gouldsberry of John Marshall,
Chantelle Hanly and Sylvie Tafen of Mount de
Chantal, Amanda Hartley of Cameron, Leigh Ann
Hobbs of Oak Glen, Kaitlyn McCormick and
Mandi Swiger of Wheeling Park, Lyncee Perkey of
Tyler Consolidated and Alana Reisinger of Linsly.

Magnolia's' Nikki Hardman is the head coach,
with Penn Kurtz of Wheeling Central and John
Leary of Brook as assistants,

Several special awards will be presented through-
out the day, including the Earl Haberfield OVAC
Boys’ Basketball Coaches’ Award to former
Magnolia coach Bob Sullivan; the Richard Saffield
Girls’ Basketball Coaches’ Award to Stanley
Blankenship of John Marshall; the Robert Dawson
Basketball Officials’ Award to Plennie Clutter of
Wheeling; and the Thomas E. Rataiczak
Scorekeeper/Timer Award to Bill Pahl of Bridgeport

Halftime of the girls’ contest will include a three-
point shootout whie the boys’ game will feature a
slam dunk contest. Tickets are $6 at the door.

Photos Courtesy Joa! Joseph

The local area will be well-represented in the boys’ game at the Samuel A,
Mumley/OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic by, front row 1 to r, Pat Byrne of
Cambridge, Colin Hudson of Barnesville and Shane Stephens of Buckeye Trail.;
back row, Brad Mitchell of Meadowbrook; Buckeye Trail coach Dave Linn; and
Michael Bettinger of Caldwell. The Ohio vs. West Virginia doubleheader s slat-
ed Saturday, March 26 at the Ohio Universitv-Eastern Nev Center.

Reprnsenﬁngﬂmlocalaminthegtﬂs’gnmeatﬂ:eSamndA.
Mumley/OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic on Saturday, March
26 at Ohio University-Eastern’s Ney Center are, 1 to r,
Meadowbrook High coach Greg Mitts; Meadowbrook’s Tilfany
Youel; Buckeye Trail’s Kim Rose; and Buckeye Trail coach Toin
Strasser. Also participating, but not at Monday’s press day, is

Shenandnoh Hinh?!c Danhal N
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COLIN HUDSON
School: Bamaesville
Head Coach: Ben Portar.
Height: 6-it-2,
Polnts Per Game (Sr. Year): 17.6
Career Points; 580.
Frea-Throw Percentage (Sr. Year):
82%.
Rebounds (Sr. Year): 85.
Assists (Sr. Year): 85.
Honors: All-Eastern Distrlct;
Honorahle Mentlon all-OVAC,
Future Plans: Attend College and
Play basketball.
Parents: Ron and Beth Hudson of
Bamesvilla,

CASEY TOLZDA
School: Beallsville
Head Coach: Lou “Scooter” Tolzda,
Haight: 5-ft-10.
Polnts Per Game (Sr. Year); 16.3.
Carser Points; 828,
Free-Throw Percentage (Sr. Year):

=72%.

Career Rebounds: 256.

Caraer Assists: 217.

Honors: First-Team all-District; PVC
Scholar-Athlets Award; District 12
All-Star Game.

Future Plans: Attend Wast Libary
State Gollege.

Parents: Lou and Wendy Tolzda of

Jerusalem.

MIKE FISHER
Schoal: Bellaire.
Head Coach: Gane Ammirante.
Haight: 6--0.
Polnts per gamae (Sr. Year): 24.0.
Career Points: 1,420,
Free-Throw Percentage (Sr. Year):
72%.
Carser Rebounds; 256.
Career Assisls: 87,

Head Coach: Josl Nau,
Healght: B-ft-4.
Points per game (Sr. Year): 14.0.
Caraer Polnts: 470,
Free-Throw Percentage (Sr. Year):
79%.
Career Rebounds: 370.
Caroer Assists: 45,
Honars: Second-Team District V;
Honorable Mention all-OVAG; District
V All-Star Gama,
Plans: Undecided.
Parents: David and Clindy Call of Mt.
Plasant.

CHASE GROVES
School: Buckeya Local.
Height: 5-#-5.
Head Coach: Josl Nau.
Palnts par game (Sr. Yearz: 853.
Frea-Throw Percentage (Sr. Year):
68%.

Frea-Throw Percentage (Sr. Yaar):
56.5.

Career Rebounds: N/A.

Caraer Asslsts: N/A.

Honors: Eastern District Honorable
Mention; All-PVC; First-Team District

12.

Future Plans: Aitend Mt
Callege.

Parents: Mike and Anita Bettinger of

Caldwe
'PATRICK BYRNE
School: Gambridge.
Helght: 8-H-2,
Head Coach; Gens Ford.
Polnts Par Game (Sr. Year): 15.8.
Career Points; 689,
Free-Throw Parcentage (Sr. Year):
68.3.
Caresr Rebounds: 263,

Union

Future Plans: Attend College and
glay basketball.

rents: Mike and Cindy Kresler of
East Liverpoaol.

DAUN LUTES
School: Frontler.
Head Coach: Roger Kirkpatrick.
Height: 6-ft-6.
Points per gama (Sr. Year): 22.3.
Carear Points: 1,200.
Free-Throw Percantage (Sr. Year):
T4%.
Career Rebounds: 607.
Career Asaslsts: N/A.
Honors; District 12 Flrst-Team;
Saecond-Team Eastern  District;
Henorable Mention all-Ohio.
Future Plans: Attend Robert Marrs
and play football.
Parents: Daun and Margaret Lutes of
New Matamoras.

Career Rebounds: 178.

Career Assists: 215.

Honors: First-Team all-District;
First-Team QOVAC; Third-Team
all-Ohio.

Plans: Attend Collage and play
haskethali.

;A//%Stam '

RYAN CHURCH
School: Martins Ferry.
Head Coach: Jeff Sabatino.
Helght: 6-ft-4.

E'olnls per game (Sr. Year):
9.0
Career Poinls: 1080,

Parents: Mike and Cathy Graves
of Tiltonsville.

SHANE STEPHENS
School: Buckeye Trall,
Height: 8-1t-0.
Head Coach: Dave Linn.
Points Par Game (Sr. Year): 15.0
Caraer Polnts: 549,
Egez-‘l’hrow Percentage (Sr. Year):
Career Rebounds: 186.
Caraar Asslsts: 106,
Honors: All-PVC; First-Team Eastern
District; District 12 All-Star.
Future Plans: Attend College.

Carear Assigts: 139.

Honors: First-Team District 12; First-

'\i;aam all-OVAC; ECOL Flayer of the
ear.

Future Plans; Undecided. - ]
Parenis: Jim and Ann Byrne ol
Cambridge.
Schoal: E thﬁ K|:lEIEFEFl

ol: East Liverpool.
Height; 6-1t-7.

Head Coach: Nick Alol,
Points Per Game (Sr. Year): 27.4.
Career Polnts: 1,385,

Fres-Throw Percenlage (Sr.
Year): 67%.
Caroer Aebounds: 465,
Career Assists: 81,

Honors: First-Team Eastern District;
Third-team all-Ohio; First-Team all-
OVAC.

Euture Plans: Aftiend College and
E’!By fugtbal

aranis:” Trigla Bendar and Ralph
Church of Martina Fe

BRAD MITC ELL

School: Meadowbrook ~
Head Coach: Kelth Amold, -
Height: 8-1t-5.

District 12.
Future Plans: Altend College.
Parents: Tim and Vicky Mitcheli of
Byasvilla.
RYNE ROMICK
School: River :
Head Coach: Mark Romick.
Haight; 6-ft-4.
Poinis per game (Sr. Year): 20.0.
Carser Polnts: 1,051,
Caraer Rabounds: 395.
Career Asslsis: 461,
Honors: First-Team ~ District  12;
North/South All-Star Game; First-
Team all-OVAC.
Future Plans; Aftend University of
Akron and play baseball.
Parents: Mark and Debby Romick of
Hannibal.
ADAM VINCENZO
School: St. Clairsville
Head Coach:; Kim Clifford.
Height: 6-R-0.
Points par Game (Sr. Year): 15.0.
Carear Palnts: 467.
Frea-Throw Pearcentage (Sr. Year):
B6.6.
Career Assists: N/A.
Carger Rebounds: N/A,
Honors: First-Team District 12; All-
OVAC and District 12 All-Star Game.
Future Plans: Attend Wheeling
Jesuit.
Parents; Elizabsth Vincenze of St
Clairsvilla.
STEVE LUCKHARDT
School: Shadyside.
Head Coach; Ed Andas.
Helght: 8-ft-1.
Points per game {Sr, Year): 18.0.
Career Points; 1,026.
Free-Throw Percentage (Sr. Year):
75%.

Honors: District 12 First-Team; First- Sggﬁ‘éﬁs D?‘éuj(';? CiMrs. Jolirey ;;?,zThrow Percentage (Sr. Year): ggirl;tgrpgorig?sr?go(g r. Year): 18.0. Career Asslsls: 38}3.

Team Eastsm District; District 12 All- MICHAEL B NGER Gareer Rebounds: 873, Frea-Throw Percentage (Sr. Year): Gareer Rebounds: 215.

Star Games. School: Caldweli Career Assisls: 254 7205, Honors: Eastern District Player of the

Future Plans: Attend Collage, Helght: 8-ft-5. Hanors: Division 1l Eastern District  Career Rebounds; 423. Year; First-Team all-Ohio; First-

Parents: Lou and Jackle Fisher of 35 Coach: Terry Rowe. Player of the Year; District V Player  Career Assists: 262, Team all-OVAC.

Beliaira. SEAN CALL Points Per Game {Sr, Year): 18.7. of the Year; Golumblana County Honors: First-Team ECOL; First- Ftl:;?asi:?ﬂr;:il Attend College and

School: Buckaye Local, Career Points: 633. Player of the Year. Team Eastern District; First-Team E’arants: Steve and Lori Luckhardt of
: JAMIE ANKROM Parents: Tim and Annette Wiater of  University. ' Career Points: 472. Career Points: 850,

School; Beallsvilla Bridgeport, Parents: Tom and Linnah Hodkinson  Free Throw Percentage (Sr. Year): Free Throw Percentage (Sr. Year):

Head Coach: Terry Jarraft, KIM ROSE of Tippecanoa, 64. 60%.

Helght: 5-ft-7. School: Buckeys Trail LYNSEY AGNEW Career Aebounds: 141, Carear Asbounds: 356

Polnts par game (Sr Year): 12.0. Head Coach: Tom Strassar. School: Martins Fa Career Assists: 4. Career Assists: 208,

Career Points: 481 Height: 5-f-9. Head Coach: Dave Reasbeck. Honors; First-Team District 12; BACF . '

Free Throw Parcantaga {Sr. Year):
o/

Carear Rebounds: 215.
Carsar Assists: 48,

Honors: All-PVC; PVC  Scholar
Athlete; First-Team District in
Softball.

Future Plans: Attend Ohio Academy
of Paul Mitchsall for Cosmelology.
Parents: Richard and Connie Ankrom
of Woodsfield.

NIKKI DRISCOLL
Schoaol: Bellalra
Head Coach: Charles “Tube” Davis,
Helght: 5-ft-3.
Points per game (Sr Year): 15.3.
Carear Points: 5
Free Throw Percentage (Sr. Year):
80%.
Careor Rebounds: 120
Career Asslsts: 90.
Honars:  First-Team  all-District;
Districl 12 All-Star Gama; Honorable
Mention all-Ohlo.
Future Plans: Attend College.
Parents: Rodney and Kay Driscoll of

Beltaire.

ANNIE WIATER
School: St. John Central
Head Coach: Robert “Bubba™ Kapral
Height; 5-ft-7.
Points per game (Sr. Year): B.0.
Career Points: 316.
Free Throw Percentage (Sr. Year):
56.5%.
. Career Rebbunds: 307.
Caraer Asslsts: 196,
Honors: Academic all-Ohlo (track
and cross country); Student Council
Vice Prasidant.
Future Plans: Attend Kent State
Unlvarsity.

Points per game (Sr Year): 7.8.
Caresr Points: 1

ggauz Throw Percemage (Sr. Year):
Career Rebounds: 800.

Caraer Assisls: 62,

Honors: Speclal Mention all-District;
Team's Leading Rebounder; Third-
Team all-OVAG.

Future Plans Undeclded.

Height: 5-f-7.

Points per game (Sr. Year): 16.0.
Caraer Polnts; 850.

Free Throw Percentage {Sr. Year):
71%.

Career Rebounds; 630.

Career Assists; 830.

Honors: Team Captain; Second-
Team Eastern District; District 12 All-
Star Game,

Al-Star Game.
Future Plans: Attend Mi. Aloysius
Collega.
Parents: Mike and Terasa Swan of
New Matamoras.

SHAYLA HOLENKA
School: Shadyside.
Head Coach: Jim Miller.
Helght; 5-#-8.
Palnts per game (Sr. Year): 21.3.
Carear Points: 1,327.

Parents: Terry Rose of
Cambridge.

LAUREN FLOOD
School: Edison,
Head Coach; Ron Smyth,
Height: 5-ft-10,
Points per game (Sr. Year): 14.5.
Carear Points: .

Ohio Girls
All-Stars

Free Throw Percantage: 68%.
Career Rebounds: 432,

Career Assisis: 211.

Honors: Third-Team all-Ohip;
First-Team all-District; First-
Team all-OVAC.

Future Plans: Aitend college and

Fres-Throw Percentage (Sr.
Year): 61%.

Carear Rebounds: 475.

Career Assists: 120.

Honors: First-Team District V; First-
Team Herald Star.

Future Plans: Attend Davis&Eikins
College.

Parents: Willlam and Marla Flood of

Toronto.

JULIA HODKINSON
School: Harrison Central.
Head Coach: Jim Little,
Helght: 5-ft-6,
Poinls per gama (Sr. Year): 11.3.
Career Polnts; 666,
Fre/a-Throw Parcentage (Sr. Year)
Career Rabounds: 482,
Career Asgists: 213,
Honors: Second-Team District V
g?\c’lgg); Honorable Mention all-

Future Plans: Attend Kent State

Future Plans: Undecided.
Parents. Jim and Kim Agnew of
Marling Fer:
TIFFANY YOUELL
School: Meadowbrook.
Head Coach: Greg Mitts.
Height; 5-ft-4
Paints per game (Sr year): 17.
Career Peinis: 9
Freg Throw Parcentaga {Sr. Year):
76%.
Career Rebounds: 231.
Career Assists: 269.
Honors: First-Team ECOL; First-
Team Distrct 12; All-Ohio,
Fulure Plans: Attend College and
Elay baskethall.
arents: Bill Youell of Byesville.
SHANA SWAN
School: Rivar.
Head Coach: Rick Isaly.
Haight: 5-1t-3.
Polnts per game {Sr. Yaar): 15.

play basketball.
Parents: Mark and Lana Holenka of
Shadysids,
CHELSEA CLAUSE
School:Steubenville Central Catholic.
Head Coach: Kevin Barr,
Height: 5-ft-6.
Points per game (Sr. Year): 10.5.
Carear Points: 417.
Free-Throw Percentage (Sr. Year);
58%.
Carsar Rebounds: 235.
Carssr Assists: 130.
Honors: Second-Team All-District;
Districe V All-5tar Game; Three-Year
letterman.
Futura Plans: Attend Chio University.
Parents: Ralph and Joan Clause of
Staubenvilla.

MALLORY MOCRE
School: Toronto
Head Coach: Andy Reaves.
Height: 5-f-7.
Points per game (Sr. Year): 16.2.

Honors: First-Team Eastern District;
First-Team all-OVAC.
Future Plans: Attend College and
play basketball.
Parents: David and Linda Moore of
Toronto.
EMILY MILLER

School: Unlon Local.
Head Coach: Rick Janes.
Haight: 5-}1-7.
Points per game (Sr. Year). 21.1.
Career Points; 1,515,
Free-Throw Percentage (Sr. Year):
71.3.
Career Rebounds: 361.
Career Assists: 218, .
Honars: Leading scarer in school his-
tory; Second-Team alf-Obio; First-
Team all-OVAC.
Future Plans: Attend Chio University.
Parents: Hal and Robin Miller of
Balmont.

ALLISON LAWYER
School: Zanesville,
Head Coach: Steve Marcer,
Height: 6-ft-1.
Points Per Game (Sr. Year): 16.0.
Career Points: 860.
Free-Throw Percentage {(Sr. Year):
64%,
Carser Asbounds: 552.
Carper Asslsts: 200.
Honars: First-Team Eastem District;
First-Team District 12; All-Ohlo

Spacial Mention. .
Future Plans: Attend Akron
University to run track,

Parants: Rick and Cindy Lawyer of -
Zanasvilla,



W.Va. Boys Boast Plenty of Talent

By CHRISTOPHER S. NASH
Staff Writer

Weir High head coach Mike
Granato knows he has a lot of
talent to work with as the West
Virginia Boys™ All-Star Team
coach 1ooks ahead to next week-
end’s Samuel Mumley OVAC
All-Star Basketball Classic.

But he also
knows  that
findin the

right mix to let
the stars shine
brightest may
be his most

important —

an challfng‘-

ing — task.
OVAC %he veteran
All-Stars cage mentor is
B Games at well on his
Ohio . way ‘toward
University achieving that
Eastern Ney goal as his
Center Mountain
Girls: 1 p.m. State All-Stars
Boys: 3:15 prepare to
p.m. meet their-

Buckeye State

counterparts a
week from today at Ohio Uni-
versity Eastern’s Ney Center.

““We’re hoping to find three -

units that play well together,””
said Granato. “*We will look to
put some of the kids who have
played together on the floor at
the snme time. ‘

““We will need to stay fresh.
We will play a lot of kids and
hope to have fun.””

¢ biggest player on the West
Virginia side is Brooke's Chris
Baldauf at 6-foot-7.

Baldauf played his best basket-
ball down the stretch for the
Bruins, including a monster
night in the sectional final

. against Wheeling Park.

Baldauf averaged just under 13
points per game this season.

Following is a rundown of the
rest of the West Virginia squad:

Handling the Foint for the
Mountainears will be Wheeling
Park’s Derek Syrylo, Weirton
Madonna’s Michael DeCaria
and Weir’s Justin Shumake.

Syrylo (5-10) scored 10 ppg.
and dished out four assists a
game.

T

e
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Pictured is the 2005 West Virginia boys’ squ
Derek Syrylo {3), Txler Morando (5), Mike

e, Aaron Santik, Matt Coe (33),
Tallman, Anthony Montes (43), Zach Amedro (45),
assistant coach Mel Stephens.

{21), Justin Shuma

Shumake may have only scored
around five points a night but his
play-making abilities and defen-
sive intensity were keys to the
Red Riders’ state tourney rus,

DeCaria averaged about nine
ppg. for a very solid Madonna
outfit that finished third in the
OVAC Class A standings.

West Virginia has some ve
capable shooting guards includ-
ing Eric Novick and Tyier
Morando of Wheeling Central,
while John Marshall’s Zach
Amedro, Tyler Consolidated’s
Trent Wable, Wheeling Park’s

E.J. Schramm and Matt Coe of
Cameron,

““We have some guys who can
shoot the ball,”” said Granato.
““We will have to take advantage
of that.”’

Morando and Schramm are the
top 3-point shooters for the
Mountaineers, having combined
for 100 treys, while Amedro
weighs in at a robust 16 ppg.

able and Coe both score at
about a 13 ppg. clip and are two
of the better defenstve guards on
the West Virginia side while
Novick averaged better than 15

eCaria (11), Eric Novick (
Nate Tallman, an

pp‘% for Central.

eir’s ‘Aaron Santik and John
Marshall's Anthony Montes can
play both guard or forward for
the Mountaincers.

Chipping in at nine points a
game for the Red Riders, Santik
will provide West Virginia with
an excelient swingman, while
Montes can post up or drive, as
evidenced by his nearly 20 ppg.
averuge.

Joining Baldauf on the blocks
for West Virginia will be Mag-
nolia's Nate Tallman (6-5),
Robbie Rine (6-4) of Tyler Con-

Photo by Alex Kozlowski
ad for the Samuel Mumley OVAC All-Star Baskstball Classic. First row from left:
13) and Robbie Rine. Second row from left: Trent Wable
d Anthany Sapp (41). Third Row: Assislant coach Dave
head coach Mike Granato, E.J. Schramm (51), Chris Baldauf (53} and

solidated, and Paden City’s
Anthony Sapp (6-3).

While Talrmxm doesn’t hove
the bulk of his counterparts in
the paint, he is an agile scorer
who is capable of ste{)ping ont-
side and nailing a 3-pointer.
Tallman led the Blue Eagles
with 29 3-pointers this season.

Sapp averaged nearly a dou-
ble-double a game for Paden
City this scason while scoring
17 points a game while Rine
was the leading scorer for the
Silver Knights at better than 14

PPE-




West Virginia Girls Feature Plenty of Depth

By MIKE HUGHES
Staff Writer

The Samuel Mumley OVAC
All-Star basketball Classic is 1it-
tle over a week away and once
again the West Virginia girls
squad will be backing a lot of
firepower.

From Division T players to
coaches with state champi-
onships on their respective
resumes, it looks like another
stron dyear for the girls in Blug
& Gold.

The Mountaineers squad will
be coached by Magunolia head
coach Nikki Hardman,

Hardman and her Blue Eagles
are fresh off a West Virginia

Class AA state championship
victory over Petersburg.

She will be assisted by
Wheeling Central head
coach Penn Kurtz and
Brooke head mentor

‘_\‘.\_.

John Leary.

Kurtz guided his %
Maroon Knight tcam
back to the West Virginia

Class A championship game for
the third year in a row. Central
fell to No. 1-ranked Parkersburg
Catholic in the championship

ame last Saturday. The

nights were also the OVAC
Class AA champs. The Maroon
Knights captured the W.Va,
Class A title in 2004,

The Bruins, despite falling to
John Marshall in the sectionals,
had their best season in quite
somie time,

Leary, in just his second
season as head coach, led
Brooke to an 18-5 record
and a OVAC Class

AAAA championship.

Leading the way for the

Mountaineers’ squad is a trio of
Division 1 signees in Wheeling
Central’s Kayleen Fitzsimmons
and the Mount de Chantal duo
Chantelle Handy and Sylvie
Tafen.

Handy, a 6-2 wing, scored at
around 10 points per game for
head coach John Rowan’s club

and has already signed on to
pl%y at Marshall,

en points a night might not
seem like much, but considering
the Mount has to spread the
offensive wealth between four
D-I players and two future ones,
it’s easy to see why Handy's
numbers are slightly lower than
most.

Tafen averages near nine
points per contest, but at 6-5,
she alters any and all shots in
the paint. Standing 6-5, Tafen is
headed to Pittsburgh in the fall.

Fitzsimmons will head to Cor-
nell as the all-time leading scor-
er in Wheeling Central girls’
basketball history. Fitzsimmons

averaged 22 8oints per game
and led the Valley’'s small-
school players with more than
60 3-pointers.

Joining Tafen in the paint will
be Magnolia center Allison
Rothlisberger.

At 6-1, Rothlisberger put on a
shot-b]ockinﬁ clinic in
Charleston this past week,
establishing new marks for both
individual and team records for
blocks.,

Rothlisberger, who averages
16 points and nine rebounds per
game, will be attending Divi-
sion II's Gannon University.

Please See GIRLS, Page 19
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Pictured is the 2005 West Virginia girls’ squad for the Samue! Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic. Front row, fram:
left: Jenny Bowers (5), Amanda Hartley (11), Kaityln McCormick (13), Megan Gouldsberry (15) and Allison Rothlisberger
(21). Second row, from left: Amy Bullock (24), Kayleen Fitzsimmons (25), Heather Brown (31), Lyncee Perkey (33), Alana
Reisinger (35) and Katle Blatt (41).Third-row, from left: Assistant coach John Leary, head coach Nikki Hardman, Chantelle

Handy (40), Mandi Swiger (45), Sylvie Tafen (53) and assistant coach Penn Kurtz.

Photo by Alex Kozlowski

Girls

(Continued from Page 17)

Her Blue Eagles’ teammate,
Katie Blatt, will also be playing
for the Blue and Gold.

Biatt totaled 13 points per

ame for Magnolia, and like

othlisberger, was a four-year
starter.

Wheeling Park landed two
players on the Mountaineers’
roster in Kaityin McCormick
and Mandi Swiger.

McCormick was the top
defender on the Patriots’ Class
AAA regional runner-up squad,
checking in with six steals and
11 points per game,

Swiger average just.under 10
points per contest during her
senior campaign, all the while
pulling down eight boards per
night, %)efense is where Swiger
made her name with a physical
style of plai.' that ensured no
opposing player entered the

paint without receiving a cus-
tomary bump.

John Marshall guard Megan
Gouldsberry joins the team after
scoring nine points ﬁr game for
Stun Blankenship’s Monarchs.

Gouldsberry improved greatly
from her junior season and her
defense and on-floor intensity
played a key role in the Mon-
archs mid-season surge.

A former teammate of Goulds-
berry, Amanda Hartley trans-
ferred to Cameron for her senior
season and helped the Dragons
to a 19-3 regular season mark.

Hartley hovered around eight
points and finished with 62
steals and 105 assists, but it was
her ability to come in and play
point guard that aided the Drag-
ons’ most.

The last Class AAA player on
the West Virginia squad, but
certainly not the least, is

Brooke's Amy .Bullock.

A three-year starter at guard,
Butlock ied the Bruins with 15
points per game and was a big
reason for Brooke’s turnaround
from & 5-18 record in 2004 to a
18-5 mark in 2003.

Two more Class AA players
line the Mountnineer’s roster in
Tyler Consolidated’s Lyncee

. Perkey and Oak Glen’s Leigh

Ann Hobbs,

Perkey, a three-year starter at
point guard, moved to & forward
position this season for head
coach Kent Yoho's Silver
Kaights,

She still managed 16dpoints
per game, 7.5 rebounds and
three assists and connected suc-
cessfully for more than 20 3-

pointers.
And speaking of threes, Hohbs
finished with 47 this season for

the Golden Bears while leading

the team with a 12 points-per-
game average.

Rounding on the Mountaineers
roster is Valley's Heather
Brown, Paden City’s Jenny
Bowers and Linsly's Alana
Reisinger.

Brown, a four-year starter at

oint guard for head coach

arry Weekley's Lumberjills,
averaged 14 points a game for
her career, including 15 this
5eason.

She holds the school record for
career steals (353) and assists
(511). She also has 275
rebounds to her credit.

Reisinger is a multi-sport tal-
ent for the Cadets and scored
around eight Eoints per game
this season while running the
offense at point.

Bowers was the second-lead-
ing scorer for the Wildeats at
around nine points per game.
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By CHRISTOPHER S. NASH
Staff Writer

Preparations for the 2005 OVAC
8 Samuel A. Mumley All-Star Basketball
: gdame went into full swing Monday during
i Media Night at the Chio University East-
| ern Ney Center in St. Clairsville.

Already having several practices in,
coaches and ]Elayers collected game -
attire and too graphs.

teamn photo
And while West Virginia boys’

Getting Prepared for All-Star Games

| Granato, Stephens pulling double duty for W.Va.

““We have some puys that can really @
shoot the ball.”” . :
Ohio will counter with several quick
lay makers of its own, but one advantage

e Buckeyes might have is in the low
post with 6-foot-6 Brian Kreefer.
The All-Ohio center from East Liverpool
averaged better than 27 points per game |
this season.
**He is a big guy that also likes to
step outside,”” said Ohio coach

head coach Mike Granato is hav-
ing to pull double duty with his &g §
eir Red Riders still alive in the \
W.Va, Class AA tournament, he
doesn’t mind a little extra work.
*‘It has been a busy couple of
dagg," said Granato. *‘But to be honest, it
is better than packing stuff up right now.”’
Granato, who will be assisted by Magno-
lia coach Dave Tallman and eeling
Central’s Mel Stephens, has a number of
weapons at his disposal but believes his
ards will give him an advantage.
‘*We have excellent guards,’’ said
Granato. ‘*There is no doubt about that.

’ Photo By Alex Kozlowskd
Pictured are the Ohio Boys' coaches for the OVAC All-
Star Basketball Classic. From left, Dave Linn of Buck-
eye Trail, head coach Donnis Madzia of Harrison Cen-
tral and River's Mark Romick.

+t

Madzia. *“We have some sets that we will
put in, but we want to push the ball.

*‘We are definitely goinF to come out [
and have fun, and hopefully

Madzia will be assisted by River's Mark Fictured are the West V‘lrginia Boys' coaches for the
Romick and Dave Linn of B |

Donnie Madzia of Harrison Cen-
tral. **He is a lot down there."’
/  And while the Huskies were a
ball-control offense this season,
don’t expect a low-scoring affair. |
‘*We will be running,’” said

get a victo- Photo by Alex Kozlowski

OVAC All-Star Basketbal! Classic. From left, Dave Tal!-
man of Magnolia, head coach Mike Granato of Weir
and Mel Stephens of Wheeling Central.

uckeye Trail.
Please See OVAC Page 20

OVAC

{Continued from Page 15)
On the girls side, West Virginia
appears to be the favorite on
Baper. boasting the game’s only
ivision I recruits in Kayleen

Fitzsimmons, Chantelle Handy
and Sylvie Tafen.

Tafen has signed with Pitts-
burgh while Handy is heading to
Marshall,

Fitzsimmons is bound for Cor-
nell.

And with the brutal schedule
Handy and Tafen have seen play-
ing for Mount de Chantal, the
Mountaineers’s tandem will not

be rattled by the presence of the

‘Ohio Valley’s elite.

“They are two excellent play-
ers,”’ said Ohio coach Kevin
Barr of Steubeaville Central.
““There is no doubt about it.

**‘But we also bave some very
goo&lsplayers, especially our

*“This is a great experience for
everyone involved.””

Barr is assisted by Buckeye
Trail's Tom Strasser and Mead-
owbrook’s Greg Mitts,

The Classic is set for Satrday,
March 26.
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Lady Mountaineers

T-L photo/JOEL JOSEPH
REPRESENTING the West Virginia team in Saturday’s Samuel Mumley Basketbalt Classic will be these players and
coaches. In front row, from left, are Jenny Bowers, Paden City; Amanda Hartley, Cameron; Kaitlyn McCormick, Wheeling
Park:- Megan Gouldsberry, John Marshall; and Allison Rothlisberger, Magnolia. Second row, are, from left, Amy Bullock,
Brooke: Kayleen Fitzsimmons, Wheeling Central; Heather Brown, Valley; Lyncee Perkey, Tyler Consolidated; Alana
Resinger, Linsly; and Katie Blatt, Magnolia. In back, from left, are, John Leary, Brooke; Nikki Hardmann, Magnolia;
Chantelle Hanly, Mount de Chantal; Mandi Swiger, Wheeling Park; Sylvie Tafen, Mount de Chantal; and Penn Kuriz,
Wheeling Central.
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JM coach gains

Saffield

FOR THE TIMES LEADER

John Marshall High head
coach Stan Blankenship didn’t
invent girls’ basketball but the
long-time Lady Monarch mentor
has gone a long way towards
perfecting it iri the Ohio Valley

Athletic Conference and the state '

of West Virginia.

For his accomplishments,
Blankenship has been selected as
the 2005 winner of the Richard
Saffield Girls’ Basketball
Coaches Award for coaching
excellence.

The award will be presented
at Saturday’s Sam Mumley
OVAC Basketball Classic at
Ohio University Eastern.

“I'm very honored to win this
award,” Blankenship said. “But
this is also a tribute to all of the
girls I've coached over the years
and my assistant coaches.

“T think you also have to give
praise to all of the preat coaches
I have been associated with in
the OVAC while I have been at
John Marshatl.”

Blankenship, who just fin-
ished guiding a young Monarch
squad to an 11-12 record this
past season, has rolled up an
OVAC and West Virginia record
456 girls basketbal! victories in
his 27-year tenure at the Glen
Dale-based school. During that

span his teams have lost only .

173 times.

As for team accomplishments,
the retired teacher has watched
his teams collect 17 West
Virginia Class AAA Section One
titles, nine Region Ome crowns,
two state runnerup trophies and
one state championship to go
along with nine conference ban-
ners.

Meanwhile, Blankenship has
watched 31 former players go on
to the college ranks and also
coached an Olympian in Amy
Gamble.

And he’s not done yeL

“1 still have such a love for
this game,” he said. “Things
haven't really changed much for
me here other than I retired from
teaching. :

“For me, there is nothing
more special than working with

Award

these kids and watching them
learn the game and develop the
same passion for it.

“T’H continue to do this until
I lose my rapport with the girls
and I"m not able to communicate
with them anymore.

“If that ever happens, 1 feel I
will have to step down.”

While a lot of things have
changed in the game over the
years, Blankenship's John
Marshall squads have been a
constant.

“Girls" basketball has really
progressed over the years with
many more very good coaches
and teams in the OVAC, the
state and throughout the coun-
try,” said the former West
Virginia Wesleyan multisport
standout.

“That ali comes from coaches
and players who are willing to
put in the time and effort. That,
for me, is a very good thing to
see.

“These girls’ basketball play-
ers work just as hard as anyone
else and it’s nice to finally see
them getting some recognition.”

Blankenship can also look
forward to the 2005-06 season
with senior-to-be Jaimie Merinar
leading a solid nucleus back into
battle.

The Monarchs also received
quality playing time this past
season from the likes of juniors
Alex Lawther and Shayna
Varner and a trio of promising
freshmen in Jessica Hayes,
Chanice Hill and Leah Skrzypek.

John Marshall lost to
Wheeling Park in this year’s
West Virginia Class AAA
Region One Section One title
contest.
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Sunday, March 13, 2005

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Writer

Another basketball season is on the verge of
wrapping up, which means just one thing. ~
The annual Samuel Mutley OVAC All-Star

' Classic is slated for March 26 at the Robert W.

Ney Center on the campus of Ohio University
BEastern.

The Ohio bays roster-and coaching staff was
announced today with 15 of Eastern Ohio’s
finest players being selected to represent the
Buckeye State in the game. :

« The Buckeyes will be coached by Harrison
Central’s Donnie Madzia who helped guide the
Huskies to a 15-7 record this past season. He

has been honored by the Associated Press as
Eastern District Coach of the Year for Division
1L '

Madzia will be joined on the Ohio bench by
River High’s Mark Romick and Buckeye Trail’s
Dave Linn.

The roster of players is headlined by
Shadyside’s Steve Luckhardt who was named
Division IV Eastern District Player of the Year
after guiding the Tigers to the district tourna-
ment and the OVAC Class 1-A championship.

Luckhardt -- who scored better than 1,000
points in his career -- averaged close to 18
points a night this past season for Coach Ed
Andes’ team.

nounced

Bellaire senior Mike Fisher has been selected
to the Ohio team after a four-year career under
Big Reds’ head coach Gene Ammirante that
saw himn score better than 1,400 points.

Fisher averaged close to 23 points a night
this past winter in helping the Big Reds to their
second straight district championship.

Fisher -- who was a four-year starter in
Bellaire — was named to the AP’s all-Eastern
District team this season.

Buckeye Local senior point guard Chase
Groves was named to the squad after scoring
more than 900 peints in his illustrious career.

See, OVAC, Page C2
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Groves -- who was a first-
teamn all district pick in Division
11 -- averaged close 1o 19 points
a game and close to seven
assists.

The inside portion of the
Panthers’ inside-outside combi-
nation will also take part in the
OVAC game. Sean Call was
named to the team after he
scored more than 14 points a
night this past winter.

River High will be represent-
ed by Romick’s in the game as
Mark's son Ryne has been
selected to play in the game.

Ryne Romick averaged close
to 19 points a night and scored
better than 1,000 points in his
career.

The University of Akron
baseball reccruit was a first-team
alt-district sclection this past sea-
S0M,
Martins Ferry's Ryan Church
was named to the game after a
four-year run with the Riders
that saw him net better than
1,000 points. Church was one of
the ared’s top scorers this season,
averaging better than 20 points a
night.

He, too, was an all-Eastern
District Division 111 pick.

East Liverpool standout Brian
Kreefer -- who was the Division
1T Eastern District Player of the
Year -- will take part in the
OVAC Classic.

Kreefer became the Potters’
all-time leading scorer this win-
ter with better thar 1,600 points,
Kreefer averaged close to 28
points a night in leading
Liverpool to a district runner-up
finish.

Buckeye Trail -- which won
the 2-A OVAC title -- will be
represented on the squad by
Shane Stephens who poured in
close te 16 points a night for
Coach Dave Linn’s Warriors.

§t. Clairsville guard Adam
Vincenzo was selected to the
team after a senior season in
which he scored close to 16
points a night and buried better
than 60 three-peint goals.

Cambridge standout Pat
Byrne was selected to the all-star
team after a season in which he

scored close to 18 pointy a game.
He helped guide Coach Gene
Ford's Bobcats to the district
tournament.

Barnesville’s Colin Hudson --
who scored more than 15 points
per game -- was named to the
squad. He’s one of the area’s
premier perimeter shooters.,

The Buckeyes' front line will
receive 1 boost with Frontier
center Daun  Lutes and
Meadowbrook forward Brad
Mitchell on the squad.

Lutes -- at 6-ft-5 -- averaged
close to 20 points 2 game for the
Cougars. Mitchell, meanwhile,
led Meadowbrook in the scoring
column from his forward spot.

Beallsville’s leading scorer
Casey Tolzda was named to the
squad after he averaged belter
than 18 points an outing this past
year.

Caldwell’s Michael Bettinger
will take part in the annual game.
He scored close to 13 points a
game for Coach Terry Rowe’s
tedr.

“This is a real honor for me,”
said Ohio head coach Donnie
Madzia. “1 played in this gume
and 1T am happy to have been
selected to coach in it. T think we
have put logether a very nice
team with a4 nice mixture of size
and good guards.”

Both the Ohio and West
Virginia boys and. girls teams
will meet the media Monday
night st OUE's Ney Center.



OVAC All-Star game

~ ] - -
festivities
By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Writer

The stars were out and shin-
ing brightly Monday night at the
Ney Center on the campus of
Ohio University Eastern,

Media night for the annual
Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-
Star Classic was held with ail of
the players and coaches mixing
and mingling, kicking off prepa-
rations for the March 26 game.

The girls game will tip off at
1 p.m. and the boys game will
begin at 3 p.m.

Both of the Ohio head coach-
es are rookies to the Buckeye
staff. Harrison Centrai’s Donnic
Madzia -- who will lead the
Buckeye boys -- played in the

tip off

Kevin Barr.

Madzia was selected to play
in the game in 1988 and played
under former Shadyside head
coach John Stanko.

“I had a great opportunity
when I played in this game,”
Madzia said. “We actually
stayed at West Liberty for a cou-
ple of nights. [ know the format
has changed some, bul the
OVAC does a great job with this
game and I am definitely looking
forward to it.”

Barr, meanwhile, is also
excited to begin preparations for
the game where his Lady
Buckeyes will have an up-hill
challenge against a talented West
Virginia squad.

“This is just a great feeling,”

game, but is making his coaching

debut.

"The Ohio girls are being
guided Steubenville Central’s

Barr said. *To be selected to a
game that's this prestigious is a

Ses, OVAC, Page B2
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real honor.” :

Madzia -- who guided the
Huskies to a 15-7 record this
winter -- could find that his
toughest job is meshing ail of the
talent into cohesive groups.

“You read about these kids ail
season and follow them, but get-
ting to know them on a personal
bgsis is even better,” Madzia
satd. “T told these kids that I had
them all season long we’d proba-
bly still be playing.”

The Buckeye roster is stocked
with talent, including the likes of
Division II all-Ohioans Brian
Kreefer of East Liverpool and
Buckeye Local’s Chase Groves.

They are joined by Martins
Ferry's Ryan Church, Bellaire's
Mike Fisher and Shadyside’s
Steve Luckhardt just to name a
few.

“We have had a practice
already and this weekend we
have a practice, and hopefully
we can break up into groups of
five after that practice,” Madzia
continued. “People say we are

the favorite in the pame, but we
still have to come back with a
victory.”

The aforementioned Groves
capped a strong senior campaign
for the Panthers, scoring close to
17 points a night and more than
900 points in his career.

“Being able to play in this
game is a great honor,” Groves

said. “(Buckeye Local) probably
hasn't had a player in this game
for close to 10 years, so me and
Sean (Call) being selected is
really nice.”

Being able to join forces with
arch rivals is something that
Church is looking forward to
during the OVAC game.

Church averaged better than
22 points a game and scored
more than 1,000 in his career at
Martins Ferry.

“Playing with all of these
great players from around the
Ohio Valley is definitely an
honer,” Church said. “Being on
the same team as the Bellaire and
Buckeye Local guys will be kind
of weird, but it’s nice to havé
that opportunity.”

The Ohio girls’® roster --
which features 1,000-point scor-
ers Emily Miller (Union Local},
Shayln Holenka (Shadyside) and
Tiffany Youel (Meadowbrook) --
is one that Barr is highly
impressed with.

“We have seen several of
these girls play, so it’s fun trying
throw them together to be able to
beat West Virginia,” Barr said.

“We feel real good about the
game because we have girls who
have been around winning pro-
grams and know what it takes.”

Tom Bechtel serves as the
game director for the OVAC All-
Star game.

1g, W.Va. - Tuesday, March 22, 2005

are, from left, West Virginia boys coa
director Tom Bechtel, Ohic girls coac
Donnie Madzia (Harrison Central).

T'L PhotalOEL JOSEPH
PREPARING for the annual Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Classic

ch Mike Granato (Weir High), game
h Kevin Barr and Ohio boys coach

SPORTS

Blankenship Will Be Honored

Longtime JM girls’ coach to receive Richard Saffield award

I;y TRACY WATSON
or The Intelligencer

John Marshall High head
coach Stan Blankenship didn’t
invent girls’ basketball but the
long-time LadP( Mounarch men-
tor has gone a long way towards
perfecting it in the Ohio Valley
Athletic Conference and the
state of West Virginia.

For his accomplishments,
Blankenship has been selected
as the 2005 winner of the
Richard Saffield Girls” Basket-
ball Coaches Award for coach-
ing excellence,

The award will be presented at
Saturday’s Sam Mumley OVAC
Basketball Classic at Ohio Uni-
versity Eastern,

“I'm very honored to win this
award,”’ Blankenship said.
“‘But this is aiso a tribute to all
of the girls I've coached over
the years and my assistant
coaches.

I think you also have to give

raise to afl of the great coaches

have been associated with in
the OVAC while T have been at
John Marshall.”’

Blankenship, who just finished
guiding a young Monarch squad
to an 11-12 record this \?ast sea-
son, has rolled up an OVAC and
West Virginia record 456 girls
basketball victories in his 27-
gear tenure at the Glen Dale-

ased school, During that span
his teams have lost only 173
times.

As for team accomplishments,
the retired. teacher has watched
his teamns collect 17 West Vir-
ginia Class AAA Section One

“I’m very honored
to win this award.
But this is also a
tribute to ali of the
girls I've coached
over the years and
my assistant
coaches.”
Stan Blankenship

John Marshall
girls head coach

titles, ninc Region One crowns,
two state runnerup trophies and
one state champienship to go
along with nine conference ban-
ners.

Meanwhile, Blankenship has
waiched 31 former players go
on to the college ranks and also
coached an Olympian in Amy
Gamble.

And he's not done yet.

1 still have such a love for
this game,”’ he said. ‘*Things
haven’t really changed much for
me here other than I retired
from teaching.

“For me, there is nothing more
special than working with these
kids and watching them learn
the game and devolop the same
passion for it.

“I'l§ continue to do this until 1
lose my rapport with the girls
and I'm not able to communi-
cate with them anymore.

““If that ever happens, [ feel I
will have to step down.”’

While a lot of things have
changed in the game over the
years, Blankenship’s John Mar-
shall squads have been a con-
stant.

“*(Girls’ basketball has reall‘)_:
progressed over the years wit
many more very good coaches
and teams in the OVAC, the
state and throughont the coun-
try,”” said the former West Vir-
ginia Wesleyan multisport
standout.

““That all comes from coaches
and players who are willing to

ut in the time and effort. That,
or me, is a very good thing to
see.

““These girls’ basketball play-
ers work just as bard as anyone
else and 1t's nice to finally see
them getting some recogni-
tion.”

Blankenship can also look for-
ward to the 2005-06 season
with senior-to-be Jaimie Meri-
nar leading a solid nucleus back
into battle.

The Monatchs also received
quality playing time this past
season from the likes of juniors
Alex Lawther and Shayna Varm-
er and a trio of promising fresh-
men in Jessica Hayes, Chanice
Hill and Leah Skrzypek.

John Marshall lost to Wheeling
Park in this year’'s West Vir-
Einia Class AAA Region One

ection One title contest.




Mumley OVAC All-Star Classic
slated for Saturday at OUE

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Writer

All-Star games of any sott are supposed to be
an enjoyable time for the players and coaches
involved, ) .

However, as preparations wind down for
Saturday’s Samuel A. Mumley OVAC All-Star
Basketball Classic the compelitive nature is begin-
ning to set in on both the Ohio boys and girls
teams. ‘ ]

The OVAC games -- which will get under way
at 1 p.m. with the girls game and the boys game is
slated for approximately 3:15 p.m. at Ohio
University-Eastemn's Ney Center - will prove to be
the final prep basketball game for most of the play-
ers, which makes wanting to go out on top even
more important. )

According to Ohio and Harrison Central boys
couach Donnie Madzia, the Buckeyes have been
preaching team work through their drills. i

““The kids are looking forward to playing
together as a team,” Madzia said. “We have l}ad
some intense practices and the Kids are all getting

. along real well and looking forward to geiting out
there Saturday.”

According to game rules, all players must
receive equal time in the first half of the game and

then in the second half coaches basicalliy have free
reign to run the team as if it were a regular game.
Madiza and his coaching staff - which includes
River's Mark Romick and Buckeye Trail's Dave
Linn - have broke down the Buckeyes into three
teams of five, but have yet to determine which five
will begin the game on the floor. )
“All of the teams are pretty equal,” Madzia
said. “We wanted to have a playoff between the
three teams, but each team had a kid missing, so
we will decide as a staff which team will start the
game.” L
Buckeye players will play in six-minute inter-
vals during the first half, but Madzia has reserved
the right to switch the groups in the second half.
“The fourth squad will be the group that T put
together during the game,” Madzia continued.
Several players have stood out during pl:ﬂCllCt.lS
for the Buckeyes, but according to Madzia he’s
most impressed with his point guards, which
include Sﬂadyside’s Steve Luckhardt and Buckeye
Local’s Chase Groves.
“Luckhardt and Groves have received a bunch
of honors and it's understandable why,” the Chio
coach said. *Chase is the quiet leader on the court,

See, OVAC, Page B2
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PICTURED is the 2005 Ohio boys ali-star team for Saturday’s OVAC All-Star C?Iassic. Front
row, from left, are Ryne Romick (River), Steve Luckhardt (Shadyside), Ryan Church {Martins
FerrK) and Adam Vincenzo (St. Clairsville).

Romick (River); Brian Kreefar (East Liverpool), Michael Betting‘;er (Caldwell), head coach

Donnie_ Madzia (Harrison), Colin Hudson (Barnesville), Casey To
Dave Linn (Buckeye Trail). Absent was Mike Fisher (Beliaire).

zda (Beallsville) and coach

® OVAC
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where Steve is more vocal.”

When preparing for the
Mountaineers, the Buckeyes are
facing a team that lacks size, but
is deep with skill on the perime-
ter.

“Obviously, you can’t scout
them, but from what I have read
and heard they have some nice
quickness,” Madzia said. “Their
lack of size rcally helps us, but |
like our guards and think they
will match-up well.”

The remainder of the Ohio
boys squad includes: Mike
Fisher (Bellaire), Adam
Vincenzo (St. Clairsville); Brian
Kreefer (East Liverpool), Ryne
Romick (River), Brad Mitchell
(Meadowbrook), Michael
Bettinger (Caldwell), Daun Lutes
(Frontier). Colin Hudson
(Barnesville), Ryan Church
(Martins Ferry), Casey Tolzda
(Beallsville), Shane Stephens
{Buckeye Trail), Pat Byrne
{Cambridge) and Sean Call
(Buckeye Local).

THE OHIO GIRLS seem to
be facing an acid test on paper,
but Ohio and Steubenville
Central head coach Kevin Barr
truly likes the make-up of his
team.

“We have been very pleased
with the way the girls have
meshed together,” Barr admitted.
“We are excited und looking for-
ward to the chalienge that lies
ahead of us.”

The Lady Buckeyes have
been working on neutralizing the
West Virginia size advantage
with their guard-oriented
offense.

The Ohio girls are led by
back-court players Emily Miller
of Union Local and Shayla
Holenka of Shadyside.

Both scored better than 1,000
points in their carcers and Miller
is the UL all-time leading scorer
in giils” history.

“We will be playing primariiy

with guards, but we feel we have
some kids who can put up good
numbers,” Barr admitted. “These
girls are very unselfish and are
doing a good job of finding the
open person.”

The Chio roster - which fea-
tures just one 6-foot player in
Zanesville’s Allison Lawyer -
will have to battle a West
Virginia squad, which features
post-players abounding.

Included for the Lady
Mountaineers are Mt.
DeChantal's Sylvie Taffan and
Chantelle Handy as well ay
Magnolia’s Allison
Rothlisberger in the lost post.

Taffan and Handy are headed
to Pittsburgh and Marshall,
respectively.

Roth]isberger is headed (o
Gannon University after a prep
carecr that saw her score better
than 1,300 points and lead the
Lady Eagles to a state title 1two
weeks ago.

“We know West Virginia has
a quality team with some very
special players,” Barr said.
“They have kids who experi-
enced a state championship and
have a definite size advantage,
but our girls are ready to play.”

Rothlisberger isn’t the only
Lady Mountatneer with a state
title ring. Wheeling Central's
Kayleen Fitzsimmons led her
Knights to a title her junior sea-
son. They finished second (his
year.

The remainder of the Ohio
girls® roster includes: Jamie
Ankrom (Beallsville), Nikkj
Driscoll (Bellaire), Annie Wiater
(8t. John Central), Kim Rose
(Buckeye Trail), Lauren Flood
(Edison), Iulian Hodkinson
(Harrison Central), Lynsey
Agnew {Martins Ferry). Titfany
Youell (Meadowbrook), Shana
Swann (River), Chelsea Clause
(Steubenville Catholic Central).
Mallery Moore (Toronio},
Rachel Cruz {Shenandoah).

West Virginia All-Stars

REPRESENTING the West Virginia team in Saturda
es. In front row, from left, are Derek Syrylo, Wheeling Park; Tyler Morando, Wheeling Central;
Madonna; Eric Novick, Wheeling Central: and Robbie Rine, Tyler Consolidated. Second row
Tyler Consolidated: Justin Shumake, Weir; Ryan Santik, Weir; Matt Coe, Cameron; Nate Tallman, Magnolia; and Anthony
Sanp, Paden City. Third row, from feft, are assistant coach Dave Tallman i

Amedro, John Marshall; head coach Mike Granato, Weir; E.J. Schramm

tant coach Mel Stephens, Wheeling Central.

y's Samuel Mumle

y Basketbail Classic will be these players and coach-
Michael De Caria, Weirton
are, from left, Trent Wable,

» Magnolia; Anthony Montes, John Marshall; Zac
; Chris Baldauf, Brooke; and assis-
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Meadowbrook’s Youel
sparks Ohio girls to win

By BUBBA KAPRAL
T-I. Executive Sports Editor

The Lady Buckeyes were cast in
the role of the underdog.

It was a role they did not relish;
nor ane they obviousiy didn't deserve,

Ohio -- riding the sensational
three-point shooting of
Meadowbrook's Tiffany Yoeul --

keted a hard-earned and very-sat-
1sfying 85-79 triumph in the Samuel
Mumley OVAC Basketball Classic at
the Ney Center at Ohio University
Eastern.

“Having people say we were the
underdogs really served as incentive
for .our team,” said Ohio and
Steubenville Catholic head coach
Kevin Barr. “We played with a Iittle
chip on our shoulders.

“We knew we had a good team and
really like our guards,” Barr said. “It
also gets much easier when you have

AR
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someone shooting the ball like
Tiffany did today.”

Youel -- a 5 ft. 5 dynamo --
drained an amazing eight three-point
field goals en route to a game-high
25-point performance. Five of her
treys came in the decisive second
half,

The Colt star was no one woman
show, however, for the Buckeyes. She
was supported by a quality and well-
meshing unit.

Two-time all-Ohijoan Shayla
Holenka was impressive in her own
right. The Shadyside star knocked
home 17 counters, including four key
buckets down the stretch to help seal
the deal for the Scarlet & Gray.

Shenandoah’s powerful post
Rachel Cruz made his presence felt,
working the paint for nine points and
an equal amount of rebounds.

See, GIRLS, Page C3

BELLAIRE'S Nikki Driscoll
West Virg

inia defender durin
the Ney Center at QUE.

T-LPhoto/JOEL JOSEPH

pump fakes under the bucket against a
g the second half Saturday aftemoon at
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Bellaire’s Nikki Driscoll and
Edison’s Lauren Flood each
knocked down eight tallies.

The highly-touted West
Virginians were paced by
Wheeling Ceantral all-stater
Kayleen Fitzsimmons. She led
the losers with 15 points while
also pocketing the three-point
shooting contest at halftime.

Tyler Consolidated standout
Lyncee Perkey turned in a fine
effort with 14 points while
Mount de Chantal's elongated
Chantelle Hanly netted 11 coun-
ters.

The Buckeyes -- who trailed
much of the first half -- per-
formed at a championship level
over the final three minutes to
emerge victorious,

Youel’s eighth and final trey
of the afternoon came at the
three-minute mark, boosting the

five before Holenka slowed the
run with a Buckeye at the 1:52
lighting. 4

Magnolia’s Katie Blatt buried
a trey, making it a 76-72 issue
before Holenka again stepped
up, scoring to give the Ohioans a
78-72 lead at the 1:30 mark.

A Cruz hoop and two Flood
free throws ended West
Virginia’s comeback hopes.

“We were hoping it would be
a close game down the stretch,”
Barr said. “We knew we had the
guards that would give them
matchup problems. We wanted
to spread the floor and isolate
some of their big people.

“The girls really stepped up
down the stretch. We executed
just like we had planned,” he
added. My assistants (Greg Mitts
and Tom Strasser) did a great job
with the rotations.”

Buckeyes committed 17
turnovers. :

Wesl Virginia drained 28-of-
B5 shots for an icy 32 percent:
The Blue & Gold recorded just
eight miscues. - '

Some 11 players reached the

scoring column for Ohio while

13 scored for West Virginia.
Scaring: '
OHIO {85) -- Flood 3, 2-2 8;

Holenka 8, 0-0 17; Aghew 1, 0-0 3;

Swan 1, 0-0 2; Milfar 0, 3-4 3; Youel

8,1-2 25, Cruz 3, 3-4 8; Clausse 1, 1-

2 3; Driscoll 4, 0-0 8; Moore 2, 1-3 Bi

Rose 0, 0-0 0; Ankrom 0, 1-2 1!

Wiater 0, 0-0 0; Modkinsan 0, 0-0 0.

Totals 31, 12-20, WEST VIRGINIA

(79) —- Hanly 5, 1-2 11; Tafen 3, 1-2

7, Rothlisberger 2, 1-2 5

Fltzsimmaons 4, 4-4 15: Blatt 1, 3-4

Bullock 3, 0-0 6; Parkey 5, 1-2 1

Hobbs 0, 2-2 2; Swiger 1, 0-0 2

Gouldsberry 6, 1-2 1; Reisinger 1, 0-

0 3. McComick 1, 0-0 2; Bowers 1,

0-0 3. Totals 28, 15-22,

-+

Ohicans to a 74-65 cushion.
Two ‘Motntaineer hoops cut it to

shots for 47 percent. The

Three-point goals: Yousl (8{, Holenka

; -nf- (1), Moore (1}, Agnew (1); West
Ohio connected on 31-of-66 Virginia -- Fitzsimmons {3), Perkey

(3), Relsinger (1), Bowers (1).

! Clutter to Receive Basketball Official Award

By NICK BEDWAY
Executive Sports Editor

Plennie Clutter turned 81 years
of age on Monday.

This Saturday at the Ohijo Uni-
versity Eastern’s Ney Center,
the former Ohio Valley football
and basketball official will
teceive a long overdue honor.

Clutter is fo be presented the
Robert Dawson Basketball Offi-
cials Award during the annual
Samuel Mumley/OVAC Charity
All-Star Basketball Classic.

Clutter, a football and basket-
ball standout at old Wheeling
High School, ranked among the
best officials the area had to
offer during a 30-year career as
a football referee and the 25
years he spent blowing the whis-
tle as a basketball official,

“‘I enjoyed every minute of
it,”” Clutter said earlier this
week.

**It was very rewarding for me.
I got to meet a Jot of great peo-

ple and it was fun being around
the coaches and players for such
along time.""

Clutter, a 1943 praduate of
Wheeling High, was an all-state
Eerformer in football and bas-

etball for the Wildcats, His
senior year, Plennie helped lead
Wheeling High to the state
championship while Elnying
under the late V. Everett
Brinkman.

He was offered a scholarship to
play football at the University of
Alabama but at the time he grad-
uated from high school, World
War II was still being fought.
Plennie entered the lgavy and
remained in the service until the
end of the war.,

He did get an opportunity to
glafr one season with the

hiladelphia Naval Base team,
which had several standout col-
legiate athletes. After complet-
ing his military obligation, he
played pro basketball in England

Clutter

for a time before returning to his
Ohio Valley roots.

The late Wilson Murray, who
in 2004 was selected as one of
the charter members of the Chio
Valley Athletic Conference Hall
of Fame, talked Clutter into
becoming an official in the early
1950's.

*'The camaraderic among offi-
cials was the best in those early
years,”” Clutter said. **Every-

body did what they could to help
bring along the younger offi-
cials.””

When Clutter first started out
as a basketball official, he was
asgigned reserve games through-
out the local area. On several
occasions he headed into East-
ern Ohio, accompanied by then
Wheeling High School football
coach Bob Roe, who was sched-
uled to officiate the varsity game
that evening.

**Many of those schools hired
just one official and Bob would
talk the comches inte allowing
me to work the varsity game
with him,'” Cluiter recalled.

Eventually Clutter worked his
way to the top of the officiating
world in both football and bas-
ketball. As a football official, he
earned assignments to work four
West Virginia state high school
championship games.

He also was selected to offici-
ate at three state basketball tour-

naments,

Over the years, he also officiat-
ed numerous sectionat and
regional fournament,

lutter and his wife Dorothy,
who died two years ago, raised
two chitdren, David and Bar-
bara. The family now includes
four grandchildren and one great

grandchild.
Officiating became n way of
life in the Clutter household

over the years. On game nights,
Plennie would rush home from
his job at the Wheeling Electric
Company and Dorothy would
always have dinner waiting on
the table so he had time to eat.

Although Plennie retired from
officiating in 1982, his legacy
has continued through two more
generations.

His son David is one of the
area’s outstanding football offi-
cials, and his son Chad also took
up the same duties before mov-
ing to Morgantown last fall.
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Clutter to receive Dawson Award

FOR THE TIMES LEADER

Plennie Clutter turned 81 years of age on
Meonday.

This Saturday at the Ohio University
Eastern’s Ney Center, the former Ohio
Valley football and basketball official wili
receive a long overdue honor.

Clutter is to be presented the Robert
Dawson Basketball Officials Award during
the annual Samuel Mumley/OVAC Charity
All-Star Basketball Classic.
~ Plennie, a football and basketball standout

at old Wheeling High School ranked among
the best officials the area had to offer during
a 30-year career as a football referee and the
25 years he spent blowing the whistle as a
basketball official.

“1 enjoyed every minute of it,” Plennie
said earlier this week. “It was very rewarding
for me. I got to meet a lot of great people and
it was fun being around the coaches and
players for such a long time.”

Clutier, 8 1943 graduate of Wheeling
High, was an all-state performer in football
and basketball for the Wildcats. His senior
year, Plennie helped lead Wheeling High to
the state championship while playing under
the late V., Everett Brinkman.

He was offered a scholarship to play foot-
ball at the University of Alabama but at the
time he graduated from high school, World
War 1T was still being fought. Plennie
entered the Navy and remained in the service
until the end of the war. He did get an oppor-

tunity to play one season with the
Philadelphia Naval Base team, which had
several standout collegiate athletes. After
completing his military obligation, he played
pro basketball in England for a time before
returning to his Ohio Valley roots.

The late Wilson Murray, who in 2004 was
selected as one of the charter members of the
Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Hall of
Fame, talked Clutter into becoming an ofti-
cial in the early 1950's.

“The camaraderie among officials was the
best in those early years,” Clutter said.
“Everybody did what they could to help
bring along the younger officials.”

When Clutter first started out as a basket-
ball official, he was assigned reserve games

throughout the local area. On several occa-
sions he headed into Eastern Ohio, accompa-
nied by then Wheeling High School football
coach Bob Roe, who was scheduled to offici-
ate the varsity game that evening.

“Many of those schools hired just one offi-
cial and Bob would talk the coaches into
allowing me to work the varsity game with
him,” Clutter recalled. :

Eventually Plennie worked his way to the
top of the officiating world in both football
and basketball. As & football official, he
earned assignments to work four West
Virginia state high school championship
games. He also was selected to officiate at
three state basketball tournaments.

Over the years, he also officiated numer-
ous sectional and regional tournament.

Plennie and his wife Dorothy, who died
two years ago, raised two children, David
and Barbara, The family now includes four
grandchildren and one great grandchild.

Officiating became a way of life in the
Clutter household over the years. On game
nights, Plennie would rush home from his
job at the Wheeling Electric Company and
Dorothy would always have dinner waiting
on the table so he had time to eat.

Although Plennie retired from officiating
in 1982, his legacy has continued through
two more generations. His son David is one
of the area’s outstanding football officials,
and his son Chad also took up the same
duties before moving to Morgantown last
fall.

Bridgeport’s Pahl earns
Rataiczak OVAC award

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Writer

Many things surrounding the Bridgeport basket-
ball program have changed over the last 20 years.

Coaches and players have come and gone, but
scorekeeper Bill Pahl has remained a constant.

Pahl just completed his 20th season of keeping
scorebocok for the Bulldogs boys basketball pro-
gram and for his years of service and dedication,
Pahl has been named the recipient of the Thomas
E. Rataiczak OVAC Scorerkeeper/Timer Award
winner and will receive his award at the annu;
al OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic

slated for March 26 at OUE's Ney s
A %

Center.

~T just love keeping the book,”
Pahl said. “It got into my blood
and it's stayed there all these |
years. We haven’t had too many |
great seasons, but I just love pp&
doing it.”

Pahl has seen as many as ¥
seven head coaches during his era
at the Bulldogs’ scoring table and
many players.

When asked about a memorable _
moment or player, he didn't take longto =
say Willie McCrary who eamned first-team
ali-Ohio during his senior season in 2000.

“I always liked Willie as a player,” Pahl admit-
ted. “He was a nice kid and a good player. The
team I remember the most is when Bobby
Mrcozkowskl and those guys went to the region-
ﬂlS.”

Pshl doesn’t miss a game during the season,
making all of the road trips along the way.

“Getting someone to show up 20 times a year
for 20 years says really says something,” said
Bridgeport head coach and athletic director Jim
“Dubie” Dailer, who Pahl spent two terms under.
“The dedication that Bill has shown speaks for

itself.”

After graduating from Warwood High School in
1946, Pah! matriculated back to Bridgeport where
he lived up until his sophomore year of high
school.

Pahl - who is a retired steel worker at Wheeling
Pittsburgh Steel -- is also a standout bowler. He
was the West Virginia Singles Champion in 1967
and is a charter member of the Beliaire Bowling
Association Hall of Fame and a two-time
Wheeling Bowling Association Events Champion.

Winning the honor from the OVAC is actually
something that Pahl had been striving for
. since the award’s inception,

T had hoped it would come my
way sometime,” Pahl continued.
N\ “It's a definite honor and keeping

)\ score has just been a great expe-
. rience for me and I plan on
% doing it untll they fire me or I
| just can’t do it anymore.”
Pahl is also active in the
* § Bridgeport community. He’s the
¥ treasurer of both the Bridgeport
" Booster Club and 200 Club as
1% well as the finance officer of the
Bridgeport American Legion. He's
the past president of the Wheeling
Pittsburgh Steel 25-year club.

“Bill’s a true Bulldog,” Dailer said. “1 didn't
hesitate to nominate Bill because how loyal and
dependable he’s been. For a long time he kept
score without pay and the kids really enjoy having
him around the program.”

Bill and his wife Dorothy have been married 56
years and have a daughter Brenda (55) who resides
in Columbus.

The couple also has three grand children:
Amanda Lovel] (26), Michelle Pike (35) and Eric
Perzanowski (27).

They also, have three great grandchildren:
Justin, Tommy and Shelby.

3
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Sullivan wins OVAC hoops award

FOR THE TIMES LEADER

C. Robert (Bob) Sullivan will
receive the annual Ohio Valley
Basketball Coaches Association
award at the 28th Samuel A,
Mumley OVAC All-Star Classic.

The Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference boys and girls games
matching West Virginia vs. Ohio
will be held March 26 at Ohio
University-Eastern's Ney
Gymnasium.

Sullivan, a three-sport coach at
Magnolia High School from
1956-64, guided eight Blue
Eagle boys basketball teams to a
combined 123-67 won-loss
record and the school's first state
championship in 1961 in Class
AA.
He was named the W. Va. all-
sports High School Coach of the
Year for 1961 by the W. Va.
Sperts Writers Association.
His final two Magnolia

teams, in 1963 and 1964, fin-

[UT—————

ished as state Class AA runner-
sup. The 1964 team ended with
a school best 25-1 record and El_]e
onlyunbeaten regular season in
history.

Twelve of Sullivan's players
earned all-state recognition
including four first team Class
AA selections--Carter Castilow,
Dick Mullett, Gordon Carlson
and Jack Starcher. Castilow, the
1961 all-state captain, later
played at Ohio State.

Sullivan's first two Blue

Eagle teams featured Jim
McCormick, who later starred at
West Virginia U. and is regarded
as the school's best-ever round-
ball product. The 1964 team
included sophomore Wayne
Porter, who later became the last
West Virginia U. athlete to letter
in three sports.

The honoree also coached
Magnolia football for eight years
and his 1960 and 1961 teams
‘won OVAC titles, The 1960
team recorded the school's first
10-0 record season.

A 1945 graduate of
Pennsboro High School and
1950 West Virginia Wesleyan
College alumnus, Sullivan start-
ed his coaching career at Gary
Tunior High School. His two bas-
kethall teams went 32-6 and
competed in the state Junior
High Tournament.

From 19533-36, he coached
three sports at Parsons High

School. His four basketball

Pahl a Constant

3ridgeport

Bulldog statistician wins OVAC award

years.

ner.

sity Eastern’s Ney Center.

doing it.”

Bulldogs’ scoring table.

When asked about a memorable
moment or player, he didn’t take
long to mention Willie McCrary
who earned first-team all-Ohio
during his senior season in 2000,

“1 always liked Willie as a play-
er,” Pahl admitted. “He was a
nice Kid and a good player, The
team I remember the most is
when Bobby Mrczkowski and
those guys went to the region-

als.”

road trips along the way.

shown speaks for itself.”

For The Intclligencer
Many things surrounding the
Bridgeport basketball program
have changed over the last 20

Coaches and players have come
and gone, but scorekeeper Bill
Pahl has remained a constant,

Pahl just completed his 20th
season of keeping the scorebook
for the Bulldogs boys’ basketball
program and, for his years of
service and dedication, Pahl has
been named the recipient of the
Thomas E, Rataiczak OVAC
Scorekeeper/Timer Award win-

He will receive his award at the
annual Samuel Mumley/OVAC
All-Star Basketball Classic slat-
ed for March 26 at Ghio Univer-

I just love keeping the book,”
Pahl said. “Tt got into my blood
and it's stayed there all these
years. We haven’t had too many
‘great seasons, but I just love

Pahl has worked for seven head
coaches and several hundred
players during his time at the

_ Pahl doesn’t miss a game dur-
ing the season, making all of the

“Getting someone to show up
20 times a year for 20 years
really says something.” said
Bridgeport head coach and ath-
letic director Jim “Dubie™ Dailer.
“The dedication that Bill has

“Bill’s a true
Bulldog.”
Bridgeport coach
Jim Dailer

Pahl, a retired employee

dreamed about,

great experience for me. [

Jjust can’t do it anymore.”

from

Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel, is
also a standout bowler. He was
the West Virginia Singles Cham-
pion in 1967 and is a charter
member of the Bellaire Bowling
Association Hall of Fame.
also won two Wheeling Bowling
Association All-Events titles.
Being selected for this honor is
something Pahl admittedly has
“T hoped it
would come my way sometime,”
he said. “It’s a definite honor and
keeping score has just been a

Bill

plan

on doing it until they fire me or [

Pahl is also active in the
Bridgeport community, He’s the
treasurer of both the Bridgeport

Booster Club and 200 Club as

He's the past

year club.

dependable he’s been. For a

him around the program.”

well as the finance officer of the
Bridgeport American Legion.
resident of the
Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel 25-

“Bill's a true Bulldog,” Dailer
snid. “I didn't hesitate to nomi-
nate Bill because how loyal and

long

time he kept score without pay
and the Kids really enjoy having

Bill and his wife Dorothy have
been married 56 years and have

a daughter Brenda (55) who

and Shelby. .

resides in Columbus. The couple
also has three grand children:
Amanda Lovell (26), Michelle
Pike (35) and Eric Perzanowski
(27). They also have three great
grandchildren: Justin, Tommy

teamns had a 65-21 record.

He coached Terry Fairbanks,
who later captained the
1958 West Virginia U, football
team. .

After his eight-year Magnolia
High tenure, he joined the Wood
County education system where
he taught mathematics at
Parkersburg High and adminis-
tered a federal program before
being appointed Williamstown
High principal where he served
from 1966-71.

Sullivan's three children grad-
uated from Williamstown,

From 1971-73, he was in
administration at Lewis County
High in Weston before moving
to Tyler County as assistant
superintendent in 1973. He
retired from that position 1n
1083,

Sullivan's first wife Ramona
passed away in 2001, He resides
in Sistersville with his wife, the
former Jane Batton.

Sullivan
Will Be
Honored

. Robert (Bob) Sullivan will
receive the annual Ohio Valley
Baskethall Coaches Association
award at the 28th Samuel A,
Mumiey OVAC All-Star Clas-

sic.

The Chio Valley Athletic Con-
ference bo{rhs, and girls games
matchin est Virginia vs.
Ohio will be held March 26 at
Ohio University-Eastern’s Ney -
Gymmnasium.

ullivan, a three-sport coach at

Magnolia High School from
I95gﬁ-64, guided eight Blue
Engle boys basketball teams to a
combined 123-67 won-loss
record and the school’s first
state championship in 1961 in
Class AA.

He was named the W. Va, all-
sports High School Coach of the

ear for 1961 by the W, Va,
Sports Writers Association,

is final two Magnolia teams,

in 1963 and 1964, finished as
state Class AA runnersup . The
1964 team ended with a school
best 25-1 record and the only
unbeaten Tegular season in histo-

1y,

Twelve of Sullivan’s players
earned all-state recognition
including four first team Class
AA selections — Carter
Castilow, Dick Mullett, Gordon
Carlson and Jack Starcher.
Castilow, the 1961all-state cap-
tain, later P]a ed at Chio State,

Sullivan’s lirst two Blue Eagle
teams featured Jim McCormick,
who lafer starred at West Vir-
ginia U. and is regarded as the
school’s best-cver roundball
product, The 1964 team includ-
ed sophomore Wayne Porier,
who later became the last West
Virginia U. athlete to leiter in
three sports.

The honoree also coached
Magnolia football for eigght
years and his 1960 and 1961
teams won OVAC titles. The
1960 team recorded the
school’s first 10-0 record sea-
son,

A 1945 graduate of Pennsboro
High School and 1950 West
Virginia Wesleyan College
alumnus, Sullivan started his
coaching career at Gary Junior
High School. His two basketball
teams went 32-6 and competed
in the state Junior High Tourna-
ment.

From 1953-56, he coached
three sports at Parsons High
School. His four basketball
teams had a 65-21 record.

He coached Terry Fairbanks,
whe later captained the 1958
West Virginia U. football team,

After his eight-year Magnolia
High tenure, he joined the Wood
County education system where
he taught mathematics at Park-
ersburg High and administered a
federal program before bein
appointed Williamstown Hig
principal where he served from
1966-71,

Sullivan’s three children gradu-
ated from Willlamstown.

From 1971-73, he was in
administration at Lewis County
High in Weston before moving
to Tyler County as assistant
superintendent in 1973, He
retired from that position in
1983,

Suilivan’s first wife Ramona
passed away in 2001. :

He resides in Sistersville with
his wife, the former Jane Batton,
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Members of the Ohio girls’ squad for the OVAC Samuel
Mumley OVAC All-Star Classic include bottom, from left,

Jamie om, Annie Wiater, Tiffany Youel, Shayla Holen-
ka; middle, from left, Mallory Moore, Chelsea Clanse, Lynsey
Agnew; top, from left, assistant coach Greg Mitts, Lauren
Flood, Shana Swan, head coach Kevin Barr, Emily Miller;
Kim Rose and asslstant coach Tom Strasser.
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OVAC All-Star game
slated for today

FOR THE TIMES LEADER

Ohio Girls Possess
Plenty of Firepower

For The News-Register

So many options, yet so few
spots.

That must have been the
quandary surrounding local
girls basketball coaches when
they tried to select the Ohio
All-Star squad.

However, Steubenville Cen-
tral and Ohio head coach Kevin
Barr is quite happy with the
team that he has to work with
for this Saturdny’s game.

The anpual Samuel A. Mum-
ley OVAC AMN-Star Classic is
slated for ! p.m. at Ohio Uni-
versity Eastern's Ney Center.

“Some people may think we
are underdogs to West Virginia,
Ohio head coach Kevin Barr
said. “Well, they had better not
tell these girls that because they
are going into the game to win.
I feel like we have a very
strong team with a lot of quality
players.”

Joining Barr on the bench will
be Meadowbrook’s Greg Mitts
and Buckeye Trail’s Tom
Strasser,

The Buckeye girls feature
some four career 1,000-point
SCOrers.

Leading the list is Union
Local guard Emily Miller who
scored better than 1,500 points
and became the leading scorer
in Lady Jets’ history this sea-
son. She averaged close to 21
goints a game for Coach Rick

ones' teamn.

Miller has been a fixture on all .

ost-season teams thus far,
including third-team all-Ohio in
Division IIL.

Shadyside’s Shayla Holenka
netted 1,342 points and aver-
aged better than 20 points a

ght this past winter. Holenka
was named third-team all-Ohio
by the Associated Press.

Meadowbrook’s Tiffany
Youel had an outstanding
career for the Lady Colts
recording more than 1,000
points and averaging nearly 16
points a game this past season.

Zanesville will be represented
in the OVAC Ali-Star game by
Allison Lawyer. The Lady Blue
Devils’ post player wes a major
cog in the success of Steve
Mercer’s team this past season.

“Some people think
we are underdogs to
West Virginia, Well,
the had better not tell
these girls that because
they are going into the

game to win.”
i Kevin Barr

She averaged close to 15 points
" Yartins 1 d
artins ferry guward Lynse

Agnew has been selected E't70 th)er
game. She avem%ed 13 points a
night for Coach Dave Reas-
beck’s outfit this past season.

Bellzire will be represeated in
the game by solid point guard
Nikki Driscoll. One of the most
unheralded Lady Reds aver-
aged 14 points a game for

oach Tube Davis’ team this
season,

St, John Central’s Annie

Wiater will be another back- '

court option for the Lady Buck-
eye staff. She averaged eight
ints a night for Coach Bubba
aprel’s squad.
arrison Central forward Julia
Hodkinson was selected to the
ame after o season that was
imited due toau early-season
injury.
uckeye Trail guard Kim
Rose will take part in the game
after a strong four-year career
for the Lady Wartiors.
Shenandoah post Rachel Cruz
will take part in the game. The
5-ft-10 pivot averaged close to
a double-double for Amber
Ellison’s team and helped lead
them to the district tournament.
A trio of Jefferson County
players were tabbed for the

ame — Edison’s Lauren Flood, -

oronto’s Mallory Moore and
Steubenville Central's Chelsea
Clause,

Beallsville's Jamie Ankrom |

who led the Lady Blue Devils
in almost every category will
also take part. .

You can expect a pair of high-scoring affairs
this afternoon when the West Virginia All-Stars
tangle with the Ohio All-Stars in the Sam Mumley
OVAC All-Star Classic at the Robert Ney Center
on the campus of Ohio University Eastern.

The doubleheader event will begin at 1 p.m.
with the girls’ contest, to be followed by the boys'
game at 3 p.m.

Much of the talk on the boys' game has
revolved around the centers, and with good reason.

Ohio boasts one of the top all-around players in
the conference in East Liverpool’s Brian Kreefer.
The 6-foot-7 Kreefer was an All-Ohio selection
after averaging 27 points and nearly 13 rebounds
per game this season.

"He is a big guy that also likes to step outside,”
said Ohio coech Donnie Madzia of Harrison
Central. "He is a lot down there."

The Mountain State will counter with a
6-7 center of its own in Brooke's Chris
Baldauf.

Baldauf played his best basket-
ball down the stretch for the
Bruins, including a dominant
effort in the sectional champi-
onship when he just missed a
triple-double.

Also in the post for the
Buckeyes will be Buckeye
Local's Sean Call and Frontier's
Daun Lutes,

Baldauf wili be joined in the
paint for West Virginia by Paden
City's Anthony Sapp, Robbie Rine of
Tyler Consolidated and Magnolia's Nate
Tallman.

If the post players can cancel each other out, it
will come down to guard play, and then it is any-
one's guess. ‘

Ohio claims a pair of dynamic scoring guards in
Steve Luckhardt of Shadyside and Buckeye
Local’s Chase Groves.

Both players averaged more than 20 points per
game this season.

“We will be running,” said Madzia. "We want to
push the ball.”

The Buckeyes are very deep at the guard spots.
Shane Stephens, of Buckeye Trail, Bellaire's Mike
Fisher, Beallsville's Cusey Tolzda, Adam
Vincenzo of St. Clairsville, Colin Hudson of
Barnsville and Ryne Romick of River, give
Madzia plenty of options.

West Virginia, meanwhile, will line up with
Derek Syrylo of Wheeling Park and Justin
Shumake of Weir at the point position,

Playing at shooting guard for the Mountaineers
will be Cameron’s Matt Coe, Wheeling Park’s E.J.
Schramm, Zach Amedro of John Marshall, Trent
Wable of Tyler Consolidated and Wheeling
Central’s Eric Novick and Tyler Morando.

"We have excellent guards, there is no doubt
about that," said West Virginia coach Mike
Granato of Weir. "We have some guys that can
shoot the ball. We will have to take advantage of
that." ‘ .

As ailways in an all-star game, you have players
that can play pretty much play anywhere on the
floor.

For the Mountaineers, Aaron Santik of Weir and
John Marshall's Anthony Montes fill that role.

Ohio's dual threats include Martins Ferry's
Ryan Church, Michael Bettinger of Caldwell, Pat
Byme of Cambridge and Meadowbrook's Brad
Mitchel).

"We are going to come out and have fun," said
Madzia.

Madzia will be assisted by Dave Linn of
Buckeye Trail and River’s Mark Romick.

Helping Granato will be Wheeling Central's
Mel Stephens and Magnolia's Dave Tallman.

"On the girls side, it figures to be mostly a game
of inside vs. outside.

West Virginia boasts several 6-footers in
Magnolia's Allison Rothlisberger and Mount de
Chantal’s Sylvie Tafen (6-4) and Chantelle Handy
{6-3). It also has Wheeling Park’s Mandi Swiger,
known for playing above her height.

"They are some excellent players,” said

Central. "No doubt about that."

And while Ohio will likely rely
on its guard play, don't be sur-
prised if the likes of Edison’s
Lauren Fiood, Zanesville's
Allison Lawyer, Kim Rose of
Buckeye Trail or Rachel Criz
N of Shenandoah steal some of

But the guards for Chio

simply can’t be overlooked.
Led by scoring threais
Shayla Holenka of Shadyside,
Union Local’s Emily Miller and
Tiffany Youel of Meadowbrook, the
Buckeyes perimeter players will demand

close attention from the West Virginia defense.

"We also have some very good players," said
Barr. "Especially our guards.”

Rounding ont the guards for Ohio is Martins
Ferry's Lynsey Agnew, Beallsville's Jamie
Ankrom, Bellaire’s Nikki Driscoll, and Julia
Hodkinson of Harrison Central.

West Virginia, meanwhile, will hand the point
over to Tyler Consolidated’s Lyncee Perkey,
Linsly's Alana Reisinger Cameron's Amanda
Hartley and-John Marshall's Megan Gouldsberry.

Al the shooting puard spots will be Wheeling
Central's Kayleen Fitzimmons, the school's all-
time leading scorer, Katie Blatt of Magnolia, Leigh
Ann Hobbs of Oak Glen, Paden City's lenny -
Bowers and Villey's Heather Brown.

Like in the boys’ game, the swing positions will
be critical to the success of both squads,

For West Virginia, Handy and Wheeling Park’s
Kaitlyn McCormick can do whatever is asked of
them by head coach Nikkie Hardman (Magnolia).

The Buckeyes have players like Shana Swan of
River, Bellaire St. John's Annie Wiater, Toronto's
Mallory Moore and Chelsea Clavse of
Steubenville Central.

Barr will be assisted by Greg Mitts of
Meadowbrook and Buckeye Trail's Tom Strasser,
while Hardman will be joined on the bench of John
Leary of Brooke and Wheeling Central's Penn
Kurtz.

Tickets for the annual game are still available at
area Kroger stores. The players and coaches will
be treated to a brunch this moming
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WV primed for OVAC

FOR THE TIMES LEADER

Weir High head coach Mike
Granato knows he has a lot of
talent to work with as the West
Virginia Boys' All-Star Team
coach looks ahead to next week-
end’s Samuel Mumley OVAC
All-Star Basketball Classic.

But he also knows that find-
ing the right mix to Iet the stars
shine brightest may be his most
important -- and challenging --
task.

The veteran cage mentor is
well on his way toward achiev-
ing that goal as his Mountain
State All-Stars prepare to meet
their Buckeye State counterparis
a week from today at Ohio
University  Eastern's  Ney
Center.

“We're hoping to find three
units that play well together,”

said Granato. “We will look to
put some of the kids who have
played together on the floor at
the same time.

“We will need to stay fresh.
We will play a lot of kids and
hope to have fun.” '

The biggest player on the
West Virginia side is Brooke's
Chris Baldauf at 6-foot-7.

Baldauf played his best bas-
ketball down the stretch for the
Bruins, including a monster
night in the sectional final
against Wheeling Park.

Baldauf averaged just under
13 points per game this season.

Following is a randown of the
rest of the West Virginia squad:

Handling the point for the
Mountaineers will be Wheeling
Park’s Derek Syrylo, Weirton
Madonna's Michael DeCaria

and Weir's Justin Shumake.

Syrylo (5-10) scored 10 ppg.
and dished out four assists a
game.,

Shumake may have only
scored around five points a night
but his playmeking abilities and
defensive intensity were keys to
the Red Riders’ state tourney
run.

DeCaria averaged about nine
ppg. for a very solid Madonna
outfit that finished third in the
OVAC Class A standings.

West Virginia has some very
capable shooting guards includ-
ing Eric Novick and Tyler
Morando of Wheeling Central,
while John Marshall's Zach
Amedro, Tyler Consolidated’s
Trent Wable, Wheeling Park's
E.J. Schramm and Matt Coe of
Cameron.

“We have some guys who can
shoot the ball,” said Granato,
“We will have to take advantage
of that.”

Morando and Schramm are
the top 3-point shooters for the
Mountaineers, having combined
for 100 treys, while Amedro
weighs in at a robust 16 ppg.

Wable and Coe both score at
about a 13 ppg. clip and are two
of the better defensive guards on
the West Virginia side while
Novick averaged better than 15
ppg. for Central.

Weir’s Aaron Santik and
John  Marshall’s  Anthony
Montes can play both guard or
forward for the Mountaineers.

Chipping in at nine points a
game for the Red Riders, Santik
will provide West Virginia with
an excellent swingman, while

Mountaineer girls boast firepower

FOR THE TIMES LEADER

The Samuel Mumley OVAC
All-Star basketball Classic is lit-
tle over a week away and once
again the West Virginia girls
squad will be backing a lot of
firepower,

From Division I players to
coach’s with state champi-
onships on their respective
resumes, jt looks like another
strong year for the girls in Blue
& Gold.

The Mountaineers squad will
be coached by Magnolia head
coach Nikki Hardman,

Hardman and ber Blue Eagles
are fresh off a West Virginia
Class AA state championship
victory over Petersburg.

She will be assisted b
Wheeling Central head coac
Penn Kurtz and Brooke head
mentor John Leary.

Kurtz guided his Maroon
Knight team back to the West
Virginia Class A championship
game for the third year in a row.
Central fell to No. 1-ranked
Parkersburg Catholic in the
championship  game. The
Knights were also the OVAC
Ciass AA champs. The Marcon
Knights captured the Class A
title in 2004,

The Brooke Bruins, despite
falling to John Marshall in the
sectionals, had their best season
in quite some time.

Leary, in just his second sea-
son as head coach, led the Bruins
from the sidelines to an 18-5
record and a OVAC Class
AAAA championship.

Leading the way for the
Mountain=ers’ squed is a trio of

Division I signees in Wheéling
Central’s Kayleen Fitzsimmons

and Mopunt de Chantal duo

Chantelle Handy and Slivie
Tafen.

Handy, a 6-2 wing, scored at
around 10 points per game for
head coach John Rowan’s club,
has already signed on to play at
Marshall.

Ten points a night might not
seem like much, but considering
the Mount has to spread the
offensive wealth between four
D-I players and two future
ones,
it’s easy to see why
Handy's numbers
are slightly lower -
than most.

Tafen aver-
agti:s near nine
points per con- |y
test, but at 6-5, §
alters any and
all shots in the
paint. Standing
6-3, Tafen s
headed to
Pittsburgh in the fal.

Fitzsimmons
head to Cornell as. the all-time
leading scorer in Wheeling
Central girls basketball history.
A two-time all. W.Va. player,
Fitzsimmons averaged 22 points
per game and led the Valley's
small-school
players with over 60 three point-
Ers.

Joining Tafen in the paint will
be Magnolia ceater Allison
Rothlisberger.

At 6-1, Rothlisbergr put on a
shot-blockin clinic in
Charleston this past week, estab-
lishing new marks for both indi-
vidual and team records for

blocks. :

Rothlisbeager, who averages
16 points and nine rebounds per
game, will be attending Division
II's Gannon University.

Her Blue Eagles’ teammate,
Katie Biatt, will also be playing
for the Blue and Gald.

Blatt totaled 13 points per
game for Magnolia, and like
Rothlisberger, was a four-year
starter.

Wheeling Park notched two
players on the Mountaineer's

roster in  Kaityln
McCormick  and
Mandi Swiger.
McCormick
was the top
defender on
the Patriots’
Class AAA
s 8 4| repional
¥4 runner-up
squad,
checking in
with six Steals
er game and
1 ints.
wiger aver-
age just under 10
points per game during her
senior campaign, all the way
pulling down eight boards per
night. Defense is where Swiger
made her name with a physical
style of play that ensured no
opposing player entered the
paimnt without receiving a cus-
tomary bump, ,

John Marshall guard Megan
Gouldsberry joins 5}1‘1: teatn n%ter
scoring nine points gjr game for
Stan Blankenship’s Monarchs.

Gouldsberry improved great-
ly from her junior season and her
defense and on-floor intensity
played a key role in the

Monarchs mid-season surge,

A former teammate of
Gouldsberry, Amanda Hartley
transferred to Cameron for her
senior season and helped the
Dragons to a 19-3 regular sea-
son mark.

Hartley hovered around eight
points and finished with 62
Steals and 105 assists, but it was
her ability to come in and play
Boint guard that aided the

ragons’ most.
last Class AAA player on
the West Virginia squad, but cer-
tainly not the least, is Brooke’s
AmX Buillock.
three-year starter at guard,
Bullock led the Bruins with 15
points per game and was a big
reason for Brocke's tumaround
from a 5-18 record in 2004 to a
18-5 mark in 2005.

Two more Class AA players
line the Mountaineers’ roster in
Tyler Consolidated’s Lyncee
Perkey and QOak Glen’s Leigh
Ann Hobbs.

Perkey, a three-year starter at
point guard, moved to a forward
position this season for head
coach Kent Yoho's Silver
Knights.

She still managed 16 points
per game, 7.5 rebounds and
three assists and connectied suc-
cessfully for over 20 three point-
ers.

And speaking of threes,
Hobbs finished with 47 this sea-
son for the Golden Bears while
Ieading the team with a 12
points per game average.

Rounding on the
Mountaineers roster is Valley's
Heather Brown, Paden City’s
Jenny Bowers and Linsly's
Alana Reisinger.

Classic

Montes can post up or drive, as
evidenced by his nearly 20 ppg.
average.

Joining Baldauf on the blocks
for West Virginia will be
Magnolia’s Nate Tallman (6-5),
Robbie Rine (6-4) of Tyler
Consolidated, and Paden City's
Anthony Sapp {6-5).

While Tallman doesn’t have
the bulk of his counterparts in
the paint, he is an agile scorer
who is capable of stepping out-
side and nailing a 3-pointer.
Tallman led the Blue Eagles
with 29 3-pointers this season,

Sapp averaged nearly a dou-
ble-double a game for Paden
City this season while scoring
17 points a game while Rine was
the leading scorer for the Silver
Knights at better than 14 ppg.

College Hill,
Mayo crush
Loudonville

COLUMBUS, (AP) - Mr.
Basketball O.J. Mayo didn’t
disappoint in his first time on a
statewide stage, scoring 21
points and adding nine
rebounds and seven assists to
lead Cincinnati North Collepe
Hill to a 75-42 win over
Loudonville in a Division I
state sernifinal on Friday.

Second-team  All-Chioan
Bill Walker chipped in with 15
points and 11 rebounds, most
coming in the second half after
everything but the final margin
had been determined.

Loudonville’s 6-foot-8 Kyle
Gillette — a first-year starter
who came off the bench a year
ago for the state semifinalists
— scored 27 points and had 19
rebounds.

Ten players scored and 10
grabbed rebounds for top-
ranked North College Hill (26-
1), making its second trip to the
state tournament and first since
losing to Akron Hoban 52-49
in double-overtime in the 1989
title game.

Muayo, a 6-6 sophomore,
didn't score in the opening
quarter as the Trojans barely
led 12-9.

Things changed quickly,

however.
" The Trojans hit 50 percent
of their shots from the field
while Loudonville mustered
only 29 percent.

First-team all-stater Trevor
Scott never got untracked, hit-
ting just 3-of-17 shots from the

field and scoring nine points.




T-L Photo/MOEL JOSEPH
SHADYSIDE'S Steve Luckhardt takes the
ball to the rim during the first half of the
annual OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic
held at OUE Saturday.

Ohio rolls

in Mumley
Classic

B{ BUBBA KAPRAL
T-L Exscutive Sports Editor

It was a most enjoyable weekend for Don
Madzia. &

The Harrison Central head hoop boss pocket-
ed a pair of all-star coaching wins in less than-a
24-hour span.

After guiding the East to victory in the District
5 game Friday night at Gnadenhutien, Madzia sat
back and watched his Ohio squad run roughshod
over their West Virginia counterparts in the
Samuel Mumley Basketball Classic at the Ney
Center on the campus of Ohio University
Easteri.

The Buckeyes saw their entire roster of 14
players score, including five in double figures as
the Scarlet & Gray breezed to a lopsided 117-62
laugher.

“This team was a joy to coach. We had a lot of
talent but everyone bought into the team con-
cept,” said Madzia, who has pocketed a Host of
post-season coaching awards for leading the
Huskies to a 15-7 mark this winter. “We got off
to a great start and things just snowballed. T think
West Virginia got intimidated early.”

Ohio -- making complete use of its decided
advantage in all facets -- pounced on the
Mountaineers at the outset and never let up.
Some dozen Buckeyes scored in the opening haif,

staking Ohio to an insurmountable 51-24 upper- -

hand at intermission.

The second half was no kinder to the out-
manned Blue & Gold as Ohio poured on 66 more
points over the final 20 minutes,

Division IV district co-player-of-the-year
Steve Luckhardt led a host of Ohio standouts
with a game-high 16 points. The Shadyside all-
stater evenly divided his points with each in eight
half while also impressing with his floor savvy.

Two more all-Ohioans -- Ryan Church of
Martins Ferry and Chase Groves of Buckeye
Local -- were also at the top of their games as
they evenly divided 28 tallies.

East Liverpool star Brian Kreefer and hard-
working Beallsville dandy Casey Tolzda each
delivered 10 counters for the winners. River
High standout Ryne Romick and Buckeye Local
%{;}gger Sean Call each netted eight markers for

io.

West Virginia -- guided by Weir's Mike
Granato -- placed just one player in double fig-
ures -- Tyler Morando of state champion
Wheeling Central.

The Wheeling Park tandem of Derek Syryle
and E.J. Schramm tallied eight and seven points,
respectively.

"It was a great honor to be selected to coach
this game. It has done wonders to build my confi-
dence,” Madzia said. *My staff (Dave Linn of
Buckeye Trail and Mark Romick of River) did a
great job of preparing our team,

“The great thing about this game is the friend-
ships you make,” he added. “If is something you
will keep with you the rest of your life.”

Ohio was guilty of just seven turnovers. The
Mountaineers, meanwhile, committed 11 mis-
cues on the afternoon.

During halftime, Daun Lutes of Frontier pock-

‘eted the slam-dunk contest with a trio of impres-
sive slams. He wrapped up the title on his third
dunk, as he jumped over a seated Ryne Romick,
who had made a bounce pass to Lutes prior to his
takeoff.

Ohio All-Star
Cage Squads
Announced

", For the News-Register

Another basketball season is

on the verge of wrapping up,
which means just one thing.
* The annual Samuel Mumley
OVAC All-Star Classic is
sfated for March 26 at the
Robert W. Neﬁ Center on the
campus of Ohio University
Eastern.

' The Ohio boys roster and
coaching staff was announced
today with 15 of Eastern
Ohio's finest players being
selected to represent the
Buckeye State in the game.

The Buckeyes will be

coached by Harrison Central’s
Dannie Madzia who helped
guide the Huskies to a 15-7
record this past senson. He has
been honored by the Associat-
‘ed: Press as Eastern District
Coach of the Year for Divi-
sion II.
_Madzia will be joined on the
©Ohio bench by River High's
Mark Romick and Buckeye
Trail’s Dave Linn.

The roster of players is head-
lined by Shadyside’s Steve
Luckhardt who was named
Division 1V Eastern District
Player of the Year after guid-
ing the Tigers to the district
tournament and the OVAC
Class 1-A championship.

Luckbardt — who scored
better than 1,000 points in his
.cateer — averaged close to
18 points a night this past sea-
son for Coach Ed Andes’
team.

Bellaire senior Mike Fisher
has been selected to the Ohio
team after a four-year career
under Big Reds’ head coach
Gene

Ammirante that saw him
score better than 1,400 points,
Fisher averaged close to 23
points a night this past winter

" tn°helping the Big Reds to

their second straight district
championship.

Fisher — who was a four-
year starter in Bellaire — was
named to the AP’s all-Eastern
District team this season.

Buckeye Local senior point
guard Chase Groves was
named to the squad after scor-
ing more than 900 points in
his iliustrious career,

Groves — who was a first-
team all district pick in Divi-
sion II — averaged close to
19 points a game and close to
seven assists.

. The inside portion of the
Panthers’ inside-outside com-
bination will also take part in
.the OVAC game. Sean Call
was named to the team after
he scored more than 14 points
a'night this past winter,

River High will be represent-
ed by two Romick’s in the

ame as Mark’s son Ryne has

ecn selected to play in the

game.

Ryne Romick averaged close
to 19 points a night and
scored better than 1,000
points in his career,

The University of Akron
baseball recruit was a first-
team all-district selection this
Ppast season.

Martins Ferry's Ryan Church
was named to the game after a
four-year run with the Riders
that saw him net better than
1,000 points,

Church was one of the
area’s top scorers this season,
averaging better than 20
points a night.
~‘He, too, was an all-Eastern
District Division I pick.

- East Liverpool standout
Brian Kreefer — who was the
Division II Eastern District
Player of the Year — will
take part in the OVAC Clas-

sic.

Today

OVAC All-Star games
set for this afternoon

By CHRISTOPHER S. NASH
Staff Writené ot )

You can expect a pair of high-scoring
affairs this %mo%n when the West
Virginia All-Stars tangle with the Ohio
All-Stars in the Sam Mumley OVAC
All-Star Classic at the Robert Ney Cen-
ter on the campus of Ohio University
Eastern. The double-

header event will

B Girls' begin at 1 p.m. with
game 5ot for the girls’ contest, to
e be followed by the
- Boysm i bays’ Eame at 3 p.m.
' g;n:ta:;v p.ml.) Much of the talk on

the boys’ game has
revolved around the
centers, and with good rcason.

Ohio boasts one of the top all-around
players in the conference in East Liver-

ool’s Brian Kreefer. The 6-foot-7

eefer was an All-Ohio selection after
averaging 27 points and nearly 13
rebounds per gnme this season.

‘‘He is a big guy that also likes to step
outside,’”’ said Ohio coach Donnie
Magdzia of Harrison Central, ‘“*He is a
lot down there.” ) _

The Mountain State will counter w1§h
a 6-7 center of its own in Brooke’s
Chris Baldauf. Baldauf played his best
basketball dewn the stretch for the Bru-
ins, including a dominant effort in the
sectional championship when he just
missed a triple-double.

Please See ALL-STARS, Page 20




Mountaineers at the outset and never let up.
Some dozen Buckeyes scored in the opening half,

staking Ohio to an insurmountable 51-24 upper- -

hand at intermission.

The second half was no kinder to the out-
manned Blue & Gold as Ohio poured on 66 more
points over the final 20 minutes.

Division IV district co-player-of-the-year
Steve Luckhardt led a host of Ohio standouts
with a game-high 16 points. The Shadyside all-
stater evenly divided his points with each in eight
half while also impressing with his floor savvy.

Two more all-Ohioans -- Ryan Church of
Martins Ferry and Chase Groves of Buckeye
Local -- were also at the top of their games as
they evenly divided 28 tallies.

‘East Liverpool star Brian Kreefer and hard-
working Beallsville dandy Casey Tolzda each
delivered 10 counters for the winners. River
High standout Ryne Romick and Buckeye Local
Iéfiiqger Sean Call each netted eight markers for

io.

. West Virginia -- guided by Weir's Mike

Granato -- placed jost one player in double fig-
ures -- Tyler Morando of state champion
Wheeling Central.

The Wheeling Park tandem of Derek Syrylo
and E.J. Schramm tallied eight and seven points,
respectively.

“It was a great honor to be selected to coach
this game. It has done wonders to build my confi-
dence,” Madzia said. “My staff (Dave Linn of
Buckeye Trail and Mark Romick of River) did a
great job of preparing our team.

*“The great thing about this game is the friend-
ships you make,” he added. “It is something you
will keep with you the rest of your life.”

Ohio was guilty of just seven turnovers. The
Mountaineers, meanwhile, committed 11 mis-
cues on the afterncon. :

During halftime, Daun Lutes of Frontier pock-

"eted the slam-dunk contest with a trio of impres-
sive slams. He wrapped uop the title on his third
dunk, as he jumped over & seated Ryne Romick,
who had made a bounce pass {o Lutes prior to his
takeoff.

Scoring:

OHIO (117) -- Romick 3, 2-3 8; Luckhardt 8, 0-0 186;
Church B, 2-3 14; Vincenzo 2, 0-0 5; Groves 6, 0-0 14;
Lutes 2, 0-0 4; Mitcheli 3, 0-0 7; Byrna 3, 0-0 6; Call 4,
0-0 8; Stephens 2, 0-0 4; Kreefer 5, 0-0 10; Bellinger 1,
2-2 4; Hudson 3, 0-0 7; Tolzda 5, 0-0 10. Totals 53, 6-8,
WEST VIRGINIA (62) - Syryle 3, 0-0 8; Morando 5, 0-0
12; DeCaria 1, 0-0 2; Novick 1, 0-0 2; Rine 2, 0-0 4;
Wable 3, 0-0 6; Shumake 1, 0-0 2; Santik 1, 0-0 3; Coe
1, 0-0 2; Talkiman 0, 2-4 2; Sapp 0, 0-0 0; Montes 1, 1-2
3; Amedro 2, 1-1 5; Schramm 2, 2-2 7; Baldauf 2, 0-0 4.
Totals 25, 6-9.

Thtee-peoint goals; Ohio -~ Vincenzo, Groves, (2},
Mitehell (1), Hudson (1); West Virginia ~ Morando (2},
Sanchez (1), Schramm (1),
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named to the squad after scor-
ing more than 900 points in
his illustrious career.

Groves — who was a first-

team all district pick in Divi-
sion IT — averaged close to
19 points a game and close to
seven assists.
' ‘The inside portion of the
Panthers’ inside-outside com-
bination will also take part in
the OVAC game. Sean Call
was named to the team afler
he scored more than 14 points
a'night this past winter.

River High will be represent-
ed by two Romick’s in the
Eame as Mark's son Ryne has

een selected to play in the
game.

Ryne Romick averaged close
to 19 points a night and
scored better than 1,000
points in his career.

The University of Akron
baseball recruit was a first-
team all-district selection this
past season.

Martins Ferry’s Ryan Church
was named to the game after a
four-year run with the Riders
that saw him net better than
1,000 points.

Church was one of the
area’s top scorers this season,
averaging better than 20
points a night.

- He, too, was an all-Eastern
District Division ITI pick.

- East Liverpool standout
Brian Kreefer — who was the
Division II Eastern District
Player of the Year — will
take part in the OVAC Clas-
sic.

Kreefer became the Potters’
all-time leading scorer this

“winter with better than 1,600

points. Kreefer averaged close
to 28 points a night in leading
Liverpool fo a district runner-
ugﬁnish.

uckeye Trail — which won
the 2-A OVAC title — will
be represented on the squad
by Shane Stephens who
poured in close to 16 points a
night for Linn,

See, All-Star, Page BS

ALL-STAR

Continued from page B7

_St. Clairsville guard Adam
Vincenzo was selected to the
team after a senior season in
which he scored close to 16
poinis a night and buried better
than 60 three-point goals.

Cambridge standout Pat Byme
was selected to the all-star feam
after a season in which he
scored close to 18 points a
game. He helped guide Coach
Gene Ford's Bobcats to the dis-
trict tournament.

Barnesville’s Colin Hudson —
wio scored more than 15 points
per game — was named to the
squad. He’s one of the area’s
premier perimeter shooters.

The Buckeyes' front line will
receive a boost with Frontier
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(Continued from Page 15)

Also in the post for the Buckeyes
will be Buckeye Local's Sean Call
and Frontier’s Daun Lutes.

Baldauf will be joined in the
paint for West Virginia by Paden
City’s Anthony Sapp, Robbie Rine
of Tyler Consolidated and Magno-
lia’s Nate Tallman.

If the post players can cancel
each other out, it will come down
to guard play, and then it is any-
one’s guess.

Ohio claims a pair of dynamic
scoring guards in Steve Luckhardt
of Shadyside and Buckeye Local’s
Chase émves. Both players aver-
aged more than 20 points per
game this season.

“*We will be running,”’ said
Milleia. *“We want to push the
bail.”

The Buckeyes are very deep at
the guard spots. Shane Stephens,
of Buckeye Trail, Bellaire's Mike
Fisher, Beallsville's Casey Tolzda,
Adam Vincenzo of St. Clairsville,

. Colin Hudson of Barnesville and

ll\{/[ync: Romick of River, give
il

dzia plenty of options.

West Virginia, meanwhile, will
line up with Derek Syrylo of
Wheeling Park and Justin Shu-
make of Weir at the point position.

Playing at shooting guard for the
Mountaineers will be Cameron’s
Matt Coe, Wheeling Park’s E.J.
Schramm, Zach Amedro of John
Marshall, Trent Wable of Tyler
Consolidated and Wheeling Cen-
tral’s Eric Novick and Tyler
Morando.

“*We have excellent guards, there
is no doubt about that,”” said West
Virginia coach Mike Granato of
Weir. *“We have some guys that
can shoot the ball. We will have to
take advantage of that.””

As always in an all-star game,
you have players that can play
pretty much play anywhere on the
oor.

For the Mountaineers, Aaron
Santik of Weir and John Mar-
shall’s Anthony Montes fill that
Tole.

_Ohio’s dual threats include Mar-
tins Ferry’s Ryan Church, Michael

Bettinger of Caldwell, Pat Bymne
of Cambridge and Meadow-
brook’s Brad Mitchell.

“We are going to come out and
have fun,”” said Madzia,

Madzia will be assisted by Dave
Linn of Buckeye Trail and River’s
Mark Romick.

Helping Granato will be Wheel-
ing Central’s Mel Stephens and
Magnolia’s Dave Tallman.

M On the girls side, it figures to
be mostly a game of inside vs. out-
side.

West Virginia boasts several 6-
footers in Magnolia’s Allison
Rothlisberger and Mount de Chan-
tal's Slylvie Tafen (6-4) and
Chantelle Handy {6-3). It also has
Wheeling Park’s Mandi Swiger,
known for playing above her
height.

*“They are some excellent play-
ers,” said Ohio coach Kevin Barr
of Steubenville Central. ‘‘No
doubt about that.”” )

And while Ohio will likely rely
on its guard play, don’t be sur-
prised if the likes of Edison's Lau-
ren Flood, Zanesville’s Allison
Lawyer, Kim Rose of Buckeye
Trail or Rachel Cruz of Shenan-
doah steal some of the spotlight in
the post.

But the guards for Ohio simply
can’t be overlooked,

Led by scoring threats Shayla
Holenka of Shadyside, Union
Lacal's Emily Miller and Tiffany
Youel of Meadowbrook, the
Buckeyes perimeter players will
demand close attention from the
West Virginia defense.

‘“We also have some very good
players,”” said Barr, *‘Especiaily
our guards.”

Rounding out the guards for
Ohio are Martins Ferry’'s Lynsey
Agnew, Beallsville’s Jamie
Ankrom, Bellaire’s Nikki Driscoll,
and Julia Hodkinson of Harrison
Ceritral.

West Virginia, meanwhile, will
hand the point over to Tyler Con-
solidated’s Lyncee Perkey,
Linsly’'s Alana Reisinger
Cameron’s Amanda Hartley and
JM’s Megan Gouldsberry.

At the shooting guard spots will
be Wheeling Cenlral’s Kayleen
Fitzimmons, the school’s all-time
icading scorer, Katie Blatt of Mag-
nolia, Leigh Ann Hobbs of Oak
Glen, Paden City’s Jenny Bowers
and Valley’s Heather Brown.

Like in the boys’ game, the
swing positions will be critical to
the success of both squads.

For West Virginia, Handy and
Wheeling Park’s Kaitlyn
MeCormick can do whatever is

. asked of them by head coach

Nikkie Hardman (Magnolia).

The Buckeyes have players like
Shana Swan of River, Bellaire St.
John’s Annie Wiater, Toronto’s
Maltory Moore and Chelsea
Clause of Steubenville Centrat.

Barr will be assisted by Greg
Mitts of Meadowbrook and Buck-
eye Trail’s Tom Strasser, while

ardman will be joined on the
bench of John Leary of Brooke
and Central's Penn Kurtz.

center Daun Lutes and Meadow-
brook forward Brad Mitchell on
the squad.

Lutes — at 6-ft-5 — averaged
close to 20 points a game for
the Cougars. Mitchell, mean-
while, led Meadowbrook in the
scoring column from his for-
ward spot.

Beallsville's leading scorer
Casey Tolzda was named to the
squad after he averaged better
than 18 points an outing this
past year,

Caldwell’s Michael Bettinger
will take part in the annual
game.

He scored close to 15 points
:l game for Coach Terry Rowe’s
eam.
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. T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH
ST. CLAIRSVILLE'S Adam Vincenzo looks to drive baseline during the first half against the
defensive pressure of Eric Novick of Wheeling Central. The Buckeyes rolled fo a victory.

T-L Pholos/JOEL JOSEPH
TOP LEFT: Buckeye Local's Chase
Groves dribbles during the OVAC All-Star
Classic Saturday afternoon at QUE.

BOTTOM LEFT: Meadowbrook’s Tiffany
Youel puts up an off-balance shot during
the girls contest at the OVAC All-Star
Classic. Yousl scored a game-high 25

.points to lead the Buckeyes to a victory

ovar Wast Virginia.

ABOVE: Shadyside's Shayla Holenka
dribbles against the defensive pressure of
Magnolia’s Katie Blatt.
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Ohio Girls All-Stars

T-L phote/JOEL JOSEPH

' ' - i hes. In
NG the Chio team In Saturday's Samuel Mumley Basketball Classic will be these players and'coac
fFr‘c]JErll:t'?oEv?,Egpn left, are Jamie Ankrom, Beallsville; Annie Wiater, St. John Central; Tiffany Youel, Meadgwbrg;lok,c\anctirgjl:rzﬂg
Holenka, Shadyside. The second row, from left, are Mallory Moore, Toronto; Chelsea Clause, Steu en\lr(z_ ?.a sen i ans
Lynsey Agnew, Martins Ferry. In the back row, from left, are assistant coach Greg MIﬁS,.MBEldOW‘bI'OO ' ureg ood,
Edison; Shana Swan, River, head coach Kevin Barr, Steubenville Central; Emily Miller, Union Local, Ktn?l gslels,. L!CJB%
Teail; e;nd assistant coach Tom Strasser. Not pictured are: Rachel Cruz, Shenandoah; Nikki Driscoll, Bellaire; Julia

Hadkinson, Harrison Central; and Allison Lawyer, Zanesvills.

ALL.-! )VAC BASKETBALL HONOR ROLL

(EDITOR’S NOTE—Hers is the list of
All-QVAC boys' and girls' basketbalt
teams as supplied by the Ohio Vallay

. Athiatic Conference. Teams wera com-
piled based solsly on voling by the
OVAG basketball coaches. No maedia
members wara included in tha voting

procass)
BOYS
Class AAAA

Firat Team
Chrls Baldauf, sr., Brooks
Pat Byrna, sr,, Cambridge
Keshawn Crelghtan, jr., Wheeling Park
Chasa Groves (c), sr., Buckeye Local
Brian Kreefar, sr., East Liverpool
Sacond Team
Zach Amedro, sr., John Marshall: Jor-
dan Aronhall, |r., Zanesville; Eugene
Bruce, sr., Steubanville; Darse Goodwin,
., Whesling Park; Garey Wallace, jr.,

ir
Brooke
Honorabla Mentlon
Andrew Bobailk, East Liverpool; Sean
Call, Buckeye Local; Zach Caollaros,
Steubenville; Sean Freeland, John Mar-
shall; Korey Haddox, Zanesville; Byron
Johnson, Steubenville; Dan McWhorter,
Wair;, Steve Mercer, Beaver Local;
Anthon Moacites. John Marshall; Donr;gl
Sallis, East Live I; Ryan San eio,
Broake; Aaron Srgnngk. Welr; Justin;n%hu-
mata, Wair; Derek Syrylo, Wheeling Park
Clags AAA
First Team
Ryan Church, sr., Martins Ferry
Nats Davis (c), Jr., Beliaire
Mika Fisher, sr., Bellaire
Scott Mirlch, r., Martins Ferry
Nata Taliman, sr., Magrolia
Second Team
Brad Mitchell, sr., Meadowbrook: Bruce
Palmer, sr., Indian Creek; A.J. Twardos-
kl, ar., St. Clairsvilla; Adam Vincenzo,
&F.,, St. Clarsville; Trent Wable, sr., Tyler
Consolidated
Mention

Honarable

Steve Beskid, Meadowbrook; Michael
Blalr, Magnofia; Kyle Dunbar, Oak Glen:
Ben Hodkinson, Harrisan Central; Dan
Millason, Harrlson Central; Drew Moore,
Tyler Consolidated; Robbis Rina, Tyler
Consolldated; Willy Walker, Harrison
Central; Nathan West, Magnolia

Class AA
First Team

Eric Anthony, jr., Wheeling Central
Aaran Carpenter, sr., Buckeye Trail

Daun Lutes, sr., Frontier

Tyler Morando, sr., Whealing Centrat
Eric Novick, sr., Wheeling Cantrat

Ryne Romick {c), sr., River

Sacond Team

Michaal Bettinger, sr,, Caldwell; Kyls
Carpenter, sr., Buckaye Trail; Tyler
Engle, so., Fort Frye; Bill McNicol, sr.,
_IV}.'ellsviﬂe: Shane Stephens, sr., Buckays
rail

Honorabls Mention
Jacob Biedenbach, Shenandoah: Jason
Carter, Walisville; Tyler Ferguson, Fon
Frye: Jarred Githam, Steub, Central;
Brandon Greiner, Bamesvills; Colin Hud-
son, Bamesvilla; D.L. Lawrence, Toron-

10; Sath Lurpking, Shanandoah; Jeremy
Stimpert, Fiver; Darak Thompson,
Walisville; Jordan Walls, Monroe Central;
Mika Willams, Toronta
Claga A
Flrst Taam
Eric Cwalinskl, &r.,
Ryan Holmes, sr., Shadyside
Stava Luckhardt (c), sr., Shadysids
Anthony Sapp, sr., Padan Gity
Casey Tolzda, sr., Beallsville
Sacond Team
Zac Carlier, Jr., Bridgsport; Matt Cos,
sr., Gameron; Michael DeCarla, sr.,
Walrton Madonna; Lee McCuna, jr.,
Weirton Madonna; Zech Tolzda, so.,
ille
Honorable Mantlon
John Aston, Cameron; Brian Bakdarson,
Bishop Donahue; Jasse Blacker, Valley;
Keith Davls, : Chris DiCasare,
St. John Central; Michasl Dunigan,
Paden City; Michael Duymich, Bishop
Donahue; A.J. Gordon, Bishop Donahue;
Cory Hammel, Paden City; Aaron Hamp-
er rgrnaaul!svﬂle;; Andy Hundley, Linsly; Jon
Kepnar, Linsly; Jason Pyles, Linsly; J.D.
Quiller, Canotton Valley: Victor
Hodriguez, Welirton Madonna; Ryan
Scott, Conotton Vallay -
Emw
Class AAAA
First Team
Amy Bullock, sr., Brooke
Maggle Gompers, jr., Wheeling Park
Aliison Lawyer, sr., Zanssville
.Ilileiimle Mernar, r.,(JoI'm) Marshall i
zabeth R ), 50., Steubenville
ﬁcondTaam
Lauren Flood, ar., Edison; Michasalene
Jonas, sr., Steubanville; Kaltiyn
McCormick, sr,, Whoeling Park; Maddie
McGarvey, jr., Zanesvilla: Chantall
MNavels, jr., Wheeling Park
Honorable Mentlon
Kat Amman, East Livarpool; Abbey
Becca, Buckeye Locel; Monica Clyde,
Buckeye Local; Nicole DeStefano,
Brooke; Magan Gouldsberry, John Mar-
shall; Lanl Hart, John Marshall; Melissa
Henry, Weir; Brlanne Ross, Stsubervilla;
Alexa Smith, Beaver Local; Abbey Win-
land, Zanasville; Mallory Yajko, Beaver

Class AAA

First Team
Emily Mifiar, ar., Union Local
Amis Riethmilar, Jr., Martins Ferry

Aliison Rathlisherger, sr., Magnolia

Ashley Vavrek (¢}, r., Ballaire

Tiffany Youel, sr., Meadowbrook

Second Team

Lynsay Agnew, sr., Martins Farry; Katle
Rlalt, sr., Magnolia; Lalgh Anne Hobbs,
st., Oak Glen; Lynces Parkey, sr., Tyler:
Consolidated; Keliey Polen, jr., Harrlson

Central
Honorabila Mentlon

Michelle Brinker, Bsllaire; Nikki
Driscoll, Bellalra; Missy Gossetit, St.
Clairsville; Ashley Grirmm, Indian Creek;
Julia Hodkinson, Hamison Certral; Kaile
Laa, Meadewbrook; Angie Lowers, Oak
Glen; Ashley McSweeney, Magnolla;
Kayla Pickana, St. Cialrsville; Darcy
Rusleckl, Martins Ferry; Halles Stender,
Tyler Consolidated; Lauran Valenting,
Meadowbrook; Kirsten Yoho, Unton
Local :

Cinas AA
First Team
Chelsea Clause, sr., Steub. Central
Eg;hgn Cruz, ?r., Shenandoahw i
Fitzsimmons (¢}, sr., Wheeling
Cantral
Mallory Moara, sr., Toronto
Chelsea Skrzypek, |r., Wheeling Central
Sacond Team
Emily Carﬁentar. |r., Bamesvifia; Moy
Cruz, so., Shenandoah; Jamison Gshrig,”
sr., River; Abby Nolan, |r., Fort Frys;
Krigtin Strawn, sr., Wheeling Cenfral -
Honorable Mention
Lara Brunoni, Frontier; Maggie Brunoni,
Frantier; Natalle Burchfield, Toronto;.
Kelsey Doan, Barnesville; Sarah Huck,
Fort Frye; Jewell Jonos, Monroe Cantral;
Sarah Kendziorsk, Steub. Central; Amy
Kithe, Buckeya Trail; Sylvia Lewts, Mon-
ros Central; Hannah Nafson, Buckeys
Trail; Dana Pryor, Bamesvilla; Tressa
Ramsey, Caldwell; Jasmine Richardson,
Waellsville; KIm Ross, Bucksya Trall:
Stephanie Saflng, Caldwsll; Sam Sver-
clk, Caldwell; Shana Strawn, River; Lind-
say Taylor, Monroa Central
Class A .
Flrat Team
Heather Brown, er., Valley
Bra Burkhart, jr., Shadyside .
Chantelte Handy, sr., Mount da Chantal *
Shayla Holenka (¢}, sr,, Shadyside
Nizole Thompson, Jr., St. John Central
Second Team
Jarnig Ankrom, sr., Beallsvills; Amanda.
Harlley, sr., Cameron; Jan Hill, jr., Bishop
Donahue; Dana Mroczkowski, sr.,
Bridgeport; Emma Shalaway, so.,
Cameron; Annie Wiater, St. John Central
Honorable Mention
Jenny Bowers, Paden City; Bethany
Caldwell, Beallsvllis; Belsy Coen, Vallay:
Leah Comis, Welrton Madonna; Rachel
Cummings, Conotton Vallay; Alexis
Dober, Bridgeport; Erica Elliot, Padan.
Clty; Britney Hodgss, Mount de Chantal;
Kayla Kidder, St. John Central; Gabrielle
Margingan, Mount de Chantal; Jass}
Raber, Conotton Valley; Alana Relsingar,
Linsly; Tustin, Camaron; Cara Vet
lenowath, Linsly; Lindsay Yurisko, Bish-+
op Donghus .



