
Photo by Scott Mccloskey Steubenvil/e's Gary Stubbs slides into home plate as Cambridge catcher Cody Bond waits for the throw during their 
OVAC tournament game Friday at Bridgeport. Big Red dropped a 4-3 decision In nine innings. 

Big Red Tumbles 
Cambridge sends OVAC semifinal into extra innings, keeps Steubenville out of title game 

By TRACY WATSON 
For The Intellli,:encer 

Friday afternoon's Oh10 Vruiey Athletic Conference Class AAAA baseball game between Cambridge and Steubenville may have been listed as a semifinal contest, however, coach Paul Arick's Bobcats knew going in that it was much more than that for them. 
Having already played 27 regular season games, Cambridge took the field Friday for their 28th contest, the maximum allowed by the state of Ohio. With that in mind, the 'Cats were treating this game as their championship. 
And thanks to some timely hittin~, and superb middle-infield defense late m the game, the Guernsey County squad left BridgeP,?rt feeling like champions. Trailing by two, Cambridge received three consecutive two-out hits in the top of the seventh to tie the game and eventually got a one-out Cody Bond RBI single 

in the ninth as the Bobcats stunned defending champion Steubenville with a come-from-behind 4-3 victory at Perkins Field. 
OVAC Executive Secretary Tom Rataiczak announced following the game that the winner of the other semifinal game between Edison and Wheeling Park on Friday night would be crowned bigschool champion. 
"This is very unfortunate for Cambridge Hi~h School," Ari ck said foilowing the victory. "Because of a quirk in our schedule we will not be allowed to play_ in tomorrow's scheduled championship game. 
"I feel extremely bad for the kids, but it is out of my control. We knew coming in that we would have to use this as our championship game.'' 
Cambridge, which improved to 16-12, managed to win I 3 of its last I 7 after beginning the season with a 3-8 record. 

With two out and no one one in the top of the seventh, it appeared as if the Bobcats' scheduling problems would not come into play. 
Luke Seckel then gave the designated visitors life with a pinch-hit single to left before Evan McCartney re-entered the game to pinch-run. Catcher Cody Bond then unleashed a triple deep over the center fielder's head, sending McCartney home to make it a 3-2 game. 
Doug Edwards, who singled three times on the afternoon, tied the game at 3-3, sending a 1-2 pitch back through the box with Bond crossing the dish. 
Cambridge closed the stunning comeback in the ninth after Ben Fowler led off with a single, went to second on a McCartney sacrifice bunt and scored on a Bond single in between third and short. The hit was Bond's third of the gume und 

Please See BIG RED. Page 21 



Edison Tames Park, Clai111s Title 
By JIM ELLIOTT 

Staff Writer 
14 l'm excited for our kids," 

Edison coach Bill Beattie said. 
"But we still have a lot of work 
to do and we're not going to be 
satisfied stopping here." 

Today's 
Title Games 

Caleb Meyer and Justin 
Richards, but David Ujcich is 
7-0 and he's got an ERA that's 
probably right around 2," 
explained Beattie. "He could 
be a No. 1 on a lot of teams. 
And the good thing about him 
is that he throws a lot of strikes 

■ Steubenville 
Cental vs. River, 
1:30 p.m: 

Two teams won OV AC Class 
AAAA semifinals Friday, but 
only one went home feeling like 
a winner. 

Just as Cambridge was 
squeakin~ past Big Red in nine 
innings m Bridgeport, Edison 
left-hander David Ujcich was 
busy silencing Wheelmg Park's 
bats in an 8-3 victory at Toron
to's Red Knight complex. 

It was then that everyone 
realized the Park-Edison game 
was actually the OV AC Final -
because Cambridge had played 
its allotment of games - and 
Ed,ison had claimed a league 
crown. 

That was actually pretty much 
the same sentiment felt by 
Wheeling Park coach Doug 
Tush, who admitted he was 
looking more at the big picture 
- next week's W.Va. Class 
AAA sectionals - even though 
a win Ftiday would have been a 
feather in h\s team's cap. 

Ujcich, a crafty left-hander, 
helped make that a non-issue. 

■ lndlan Creek vs. 
Bellaire, 11 a,m: 

•at Vaccaro Field 

i~nings on his \V"Y to another 
victory. 

"There were a couple of 
occasions when we were way 
ahead in the count and they had 
turned what two or three double 
plays on us?" Tush asked. 

and when he throws his change
up over the plate, he's really, 
really, tough to beat. 

"Tonight, he did that." 
Park \l5-l0) didn't get its 

first bascrunncr to second until 
the ·sixth, when Aaron Dille, 
Todd Krasevcc, singled ahead of 
RBI basehits by Josh Tysk and 
Adam Saseen. 

He limited the Patriot batters 
to just seven hits and induced a 
pair of double plays to avoid 
damage in the fourth and fifth 

Beattie said Ujcich is a silent 
killer. 

"A lot of people don't know 
about David Ujcich because. of 

Bud Hercules, the Patriot 
starting pitcher, then walked to 

Big Red----------
(continned from Page 19) 

second RBI. Bond also cut down 
a pair of runners on the basepa
ths. 

Senior pitcher Brandon 
Durben did the rest for the win
ners. Durben, who held Big Red 
(20-6) to four hits in the contest 
and retired 12 in a row at one 
point, set down I 9 ofthe final 
2 I hitters he faced. , 

"Brandon is a senior leader 
and I told him at our team meet
ing last night that he had already 
been talking the talk and now 1t 
was time to walk the walk and 
that it was his game to win or 
lose,'' Ari ck mentioned. ''He 
then went out and won it." 

Coach Fred Heatherington' s 
Steubenvipe squad_ opened up a 
3-0 lead m the third thanks in 
large part to three Bobcat errors 
Sean Liggett and Gary Stubbs 
the eight and nine hitters for Big 
Red, led off with singles before 
Joe Pease reached on an error to 
load the bases with no outs. 

Following a strikeout losing 
pitcher Justin Gerber hit a 

grounder to short that was not 
fielded allowing two runs to 
score. 

Mike Giannamore walked just 
ahead of a Ryan Straker sacrifice 
fly that plated Pease with the 
third Steubenville run of the 
frame. 

Cambridge, which had two 
base runners in both the first and 
second inning_s without scoring, 
answered Wllh a run in the 
fourth. Edwards singled leading 
off the frame, went to second on 
a _passed ball and scored on Tyler 
Stgman's one-out basehit. 

The Bobcats, who outhit 
Steubenville by a I 3-4 count, 
had runners at the comers with 
one out in the second and were 
looking to produce a run via the 
suicide squeeze. However, Ryan 
Kafury's bunt was popped back 
to Gerber, who threw to third to 
complete the double-play. 

Cambridge also loaded the 
bases with one out in the fifth 
before Gerber slammed the door 
and did not allow them to cross 
the dish. 

"They played to win tonight 
and we did not," Heatherington 
said. "We were not ready and 
you are not going to win around 
here no matter who you play if 
you are not ready. 

"Their pitcher (Durben) did a 
very good job keeping us off
balance. He had two pitches he 
was getting over for strikes and 
when you can do that in high 
school baseball you are going to 
be successful. And he definately 
was.'' · 

Arick, meanwhile was 
thrilled to defeat a team the cal
iber of Steubenville. 

"This is a very big win for 
our program. Coach Heathering
ton runs a great proJlram over 
there and we wish htm all the 
Jue~, in his tou11_1ament games. 

This was Just a great nine
inning high school baseball 
game. We had some very big 
plays up the middle late in the 
game and Cody Bond throwing 
two of their players out trying to 
steal early m the game really 
kept us gomg." 

Edison--------~---
(Contlnued from Page 19) 
In the second, they loaded the 

bases with two outs, but Her
c_ules got Richards to pop up to 
first base. 

"We knew we could only 
hold them off for so long " Tush 
said. ' 

That wasn't much longer as 
R.P. King and Jared Peck~ns 
each drove in third-inning runs 
lilting Edison's lead to 3-0. ' 

"We need to just concentrate 
and J.?Ut _t!1e ball in play," said 
Beathe. We were getting con
cerned there in the middle 

innings because we were swing
mg at a lot of changeups on 0-0 
there and I told the kids we have 
to lay off that and wait back and 
try to hit the other way. We 
scored a handful of runs there. 
After that, we kinda settled in for 
a little bit." 

The 'Cats added two more in 
the fifth, highlighted by another 
RBI _single by Peckens, before 
p~shmg three runs across after 
Richards, Meyer, Vince Kuntz 
and Ujcich all connected for bas~ 
hits in succession. 

The Patriots must now focus 

their attention on John Marshall 
and Brooke. 
' "We put the ball in play we 
only struck out two times - 'rm 
happy with that - and we hit 
the ball hard a few times " Tush 
sai_d. "It was a $Dad effort. What 
I hked about this is that it was a 
good team to get ready for the 
sectionals. 

·'You're not going to face a 
better team than Edison.'' 

Edison, a loser in the semifi
nals in each the last two years, is 
back m act10n Monday in district 
action against Tri-Valley. 

load the bases with Edison lead
ing 5-2. 

Jason West llcw out to right 
and Brian Main bounced harm
lessly to second to end the 
threat, though. 

"We had a chance," Tush 
said. "We had a real good 
chance of tying this bal1¥ame up 
or taking the lead. But ti didn t 
happen. 

"They outhit us. (Seven) hits, 
that's hard to beat a team." 

The Wildcats (24-4), who 
had three runners reach base in 
the first, were able to scratch out 
only a single run when Meyer 
singled in Ryan Tingler. 

Please See EDISON. Paxe 2 ;. 



T-L Photo/MICHAEL HARVILLA BELLAIRE'S Nathan Davis slides safely Into home plate as Meadowbrook catcher Derek Daugherty waits on the throw to the plate during OVAC baseball action Wednesday night at Perkins Field in Bridgeport. Bellaire won 5-4. See story on page 5B. 
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Bellaire makes OVAC finals 
These are the best of times for 

the Bellaire Big Reds. 
Coach Mark Spigarelli's Reds 

punched their ticket into the 
OV AC 3-A championship game 

1 thanks to a 5-4 semifinal tri
umph over Meadowbrook 
Wednesday at Perkins Field in 
Brookside. 

The Big Reds improved to 
14-7 and will now meet the win

' ner of today's Indian Creek
Harrison Central game for the 3-
A championship on Saturday. 

Bellaire was coming off an 
impressive win over River in the 
Division ill sectional finals some 
just 24 hours earlier. 

Freshman Nate Davis turned 
in a sharp mound effort for the 
winners. The talented frosh 
struck out five and walked four 
before receiving seventh-inning 
relief help from Mike Fisher. 

The talented sophomore made 
the key defensive play of the 
game, catching a suicide squeeze 
bunt in the air and doubling a 
Colt runner at third base to end 
the contest 

The Colts took a 2-0 lead in 
the first before Bellaire knotted 
the affair in the second inning 
thanks to RBI singles by Dirk 
Soland and Jesse Padgett. 
Bellaire took the lead for good 

with three more tallies in the 
third frame. 

Jason Wiggin• doubled in the 
go-ahead run before Bryan 
Mancini produced a two-run sin
gle for the much-needed insur
ance runs. 

"The kids are playing well, 
playing with confidence and hav
ing a lot of fun," Spigarelli said. 
"it's great to make the OVAC 
finals and now we want to finish 
the deal and win the title." 

Matt Bradley had two singles 
and RBI for the Colts. 
Line score: 

Msadowbrook 200 002 2 4 B 1 
Bellaoe 02:J 000 X 5 8 4 
BATTERIES: Neuhart end Oaugharty; Davis, 
Fisher (7) and Mancini 

Division m Sectional 
at Cadlz 

IV 5 BARNESVILLE 4 
Indian Valley needed eight 

innings, but in the end the 
Braves had punched their ticket 
to the district tournament at 
River View next week. 

Inoian Valley pushed a run 
across the dish in the eighth to 

end Barnesville's season by a 5-
4 count in Cadiz. 

Cummings came on in relief 
in the ·sixth to earn the mound 
win. He struck out two and 
walked one. 

Barnesville -- which ends its 
season at 10-11 -- was Jed by 
Mike Rogers who had three sin
gles. Craig Miller and Chris 
Wells each delivered a single 
and a RBI. 

Linescore: 
Bernasville 003 001 00 4 9 2 
ln<lan Valley 100 012 01 5 7 2 
BAffiRIES: McFarland, Huntsman (6) and 
Rogers; llilch«, Cummings (5) and Rigg~. 

·" 

OVAC 1-A 
CAMERON6 

BEALLSVILLE 3 

AT BROOKSIDE, Cameron 
earned a berth in tonight's title 
game thanks to a 6-3 triumph 
over Beallsville. 

Jed Lucey supplied the big bat 
for the Dragons, knocking home 
run three runs with a single and 
double. 

Lucey also earned the pitch
ing save, relieving Casey Hughes 
in the seventh. 
Cameron meets Linsly today at 

3 p.m. at Steubenville's Vaccaro 
Field for the OV AC crown. 

Tyler Brown had a single and 
two RBI for Beallsville. 
Beaisvllle 001020031 2 
Gameron 204 000 O 5 5 4 
BAffiRIES: Jones and Tumer, Hughes, Lucey 
(7) and Berasford 

T-L Pholo/MIKE HARVILLA 

DELIVERING A pitch to the plate during Wednesday's OVAC 
3-A semifinal game Is Bellalre's Nate Davis. The Big Reds 
earned a berth In the title game via a 5-4 win over 
Meadowbrook. 



River edges Buckeye Trail 
By RICH MATERKOSKI 
nmes Leader Sports Writer 

Head coach Kyle Rose was pleased to see 
that his team responded so well after squander
ing a four-run lead against the Big Reds on 
Tuesday. 

River pounded out 12 hits on the evening, 
led by senior Matt Abbott who was a home run 
short of the cycle. 

Just two days removed from a tough loss to 
Bellaire in the sectional tournament, River 
rebounded Thursday in the OV AC semifinals 
disposing of Buckeye Trail by a 6-4 count at 
Perkins Field in Bridgeport. 

"I was curious of how the boys would 
respond after that tough loss," noted Rose. "I 
was glad to see that they came back with a 
positive attitude, kept their heads up and 
played some pretty good baseball." 

"Abbott and Eric Stephens hit the ball really 
well tonight," expressed Rose. "Matt has had 
an excellent season, both hitting the ball and in 
the field. I can't say enough about him and 
what he does for this ball team. 

The Pilots will now move on to play 
Steubenville Central in the 2-A final, which 
wtil be played at Vaccaro Field in 
Steubenville. 

The Pilots were hot at the plate against the 
Warriors, roughing up both Trail pitchers -
Adam Bear and Trevor McQuain. 

"He made some plays tonight, sliding and 
diving robbing Buckeye Trail of hits, that were 
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• Pilots--
continued from Pa3e 81 

quite impressive. He has been 
solid all year long, and he is 
going to make a college coach 
very happy in the coming years," 
smiled Rose. 

Abbott was a menace at the 
plate slapping three hits and 
bringing two runs. The speedy 
senior also made several key 
plays in the center, slowing any 
sort of rally that the Warriors 
could mount. 

Stephens contributed a dou
ble, single and two RBI's on the 
afternoon, 
while sopho
more Ryne 
Romick 
connected 
for two 
singles. 

Lucas 
Huffman 
added two 
singles of his own, 
while Ryan Resnick chipped in 
with a single. Ronnie 
Warrington and Josh Yager !end
ed a double and single, respec
tively. 

Warrington was not only suc
cessful at the dish, but also on 
the mound where he recorded the 
win for the Pilots. 

The righty went the distance 
striking out five, while walking 
three. 

"Ronnie threw an excellent 
ballgame," Rose said. 

"We were a little shaky in the 
field at times, but we made the 
plays when we needed to win the 
game." 

"We just want to go to 
Steubenville Saturday and play 
our best game. We have Friday 
to get ourselves prepared and 
hopefully we can go up and give 
Central all they can handle," 
Rose explained. 

Both teams were put runs on 
the board in the first inning, with 
Buckeye Trail drawing first 
blood. 

Bear slapped the first hit for 
the Warriors, and moved to sec
ond when Jim Trelka drew a 
walk from Warrington. 

Matt Bertram then connected, 
hitting a linedrive in center 
which scored Bear. 

In _the home half of the inning, 
Rom1ck was the first Pilot to 
reach base When he laced a sin
gle into center. 

Following a strikeout by Bear 
on the mound, Abbott came 
through hammering a drive to the 
left-~enterfield fence, scoring 
Rom1ck, knotting the score at 
one after the first. 

Neither team could get any
thing in the second, but River 
tacked on two more in the bot
tom of the third 

Abbott a~ain came up big, 
startmg the hitting with a double 
Abbott's time on the base path~ 
was short-lived as Stephens 
p_romptly followed by ripping a 
smgle to dnve in Abbott. 

Just one batter later 
Warrington aided his cause with 
a double, scoring Stpehens from 
first. 

In the bottom of the fourth 
the Pilots were able to plate thre~ 
more runs. 

. Huffman led the hit parade 
with a lead-off single, which was 
followed up by consecutive sin
gles by Resnick and Romick. 

Yager the~ hit a single, which 
scored Rosmck, while Abbott 
a~am connected with a Warrior 
pitch. This time the senior 
drilled a single that scored 
Yager. 

The final run of the inning 
came as Stephens slapped a dou
ble, bringing in Abbott for the 
third tally of the frame. 
. Trail rallied, putting a com

bmed three runs on the score
boa_rd in the fifth and sixth 
mnrng, but the rally was de
railed by the stellar pitching and 
fieldmg of the Pilots. 

Buckeye Trail had IO hits 00 
the e~ening led by Bear who had 
two smgles and two RBI 

Mike Booth and Bertram had 
two smgles of their own, while 
Booth also plated a run. 

Garret Holt and Kevin Shipe 
also ~onnected for singles. 

River is now 17-5 on the 
year. 

Linescore: 

Buckeye Trail 100 012 o __ 410 1 
River 102 300 x -- B 11 4 
BATTERIES: Bear, McQuaJn (3) and 
Trelka; Warrington and Rasnick. 

See, PILOTS, Page B2 



River 
claims 
OVAC 
crown 
By RICH MATERKOSKI 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

A little patience goes a long 
way. 

River High School found this to 
be true Saturday afternoon as tho 
Pilots of head coach Kyle Rose 
notched their second OV AC title in 
the school's history, downing 
Steubenville Central by a I 0-3 
count 

The first championship came 
when Rose was a junior in high 
school. 

The Pilots battled at the plate all 
day long, drawing several walks, 
while also getting their share of 
hits. 

River was able to pound out 
nine hits, while drawing eight 
walks. 

Rose was happy to see that his 
team came to play, especially after 
a tough week which included a loss 
to Bellaire in the sectional finals. 

"We played today like I thought 
that we could play," smiled an elat
ed Rose. "We played about as well 
as we could of in the field and were 
very patient at the plate. This a 
very complete performance by the 
kids today. 

"Getting this win makes check
ing out of the state tourney a little 
bit more easier to bare," noted 
Rose. "Of course we didn't want 
to exit the tourney that quick, but 
this makes taking that loss easier." 

Rose was also happy for his 
seniors, knowing that this game 
meant a lot after the tough loss in 
the tourney. 

"I am really proud of the group 
of seniors," said Rose. "They start
ed when they were freshman with a 
record of 5-18, this year right now 
they are at 18-5. They have come 
along way, and I am very proud of 
this group." 

Steubenville Central, mean
while, was victimized by torrid hit
ting from the Pilots' batters. 

"River came to play baseball 

See, RIVER, Page 83 

, T-L Pholo/PAULA GINTHER 

RIVER head coach Kyle Rose looks on as his team bats during Saturday afternoon's OVAC Class AA 
Championship game at Vaccaro Field In Steubenville. The Pilots claimed their first OVAC title since 1989 with 
a 10-3 victory over Steubenville Central. Rose's nephew, Hunter Dennis, also looks on. 

Indian Creek downs Bellaire for Class AAA title 
By GREG HARKNESS 
nmes Leader Sports Writer 

Bellaire battered opposing pitchers all season 
long. 

That was until Saturday when Indian Creek jun
ior Zach Viltro shut down the potent Big Reds' 
attack in a 5-0 victory to win the OV AC Class 
AAA championship at Vaccaro Field in 
Steubenville. 

"Zach did a real nice job for us," Indian Creek 
head Jim Collis said. "He hit his spots today with 
alJ three pitches -- a curve, fast ball and knuckle 
ball. He was able to keep them off balance by 
changing speeds and locations." 

Bellaire head coach Mark Spigarelli echoed 
those sentiments. . 

"My hats off to Indian Creek," Spigarelli said. 
"They got a lot of guys that can hit the ball and 
their pitcher (Viltro) did a great job of keeping us 

off balance. 
"We were out in front of a lot of bis stuff," 

Spigarelli continued. "This is the first game ail sea
son where we had less than five or six hits, and 
Bryan Mancini had three of those. 

"They made the plays in the field and we didn't 
get any breaks," Spigarelli added. 

Indian Creek closed a successful season with a 
solid 19- l O record. 

Bellaire, meanwhile, fell to 14-8 on the season. 
The Big Reds' seasori continues on Monday with 
Bellaire vying for a regional berth against Fort 
Frye at Warsaw. 

. "The one positive is we still have baseball left," 
Spigarelli said. "We are disappointed because we 
lost...and we should be, but we still got a chance to 
earn a regional berth. We fell short of one goal -
an OV AC title - but we still got a chance to do 
some very good things." 

Indian Creek jumped out to a quick 1-0. lead in 

the bottom of the first inning as Ivan Stein walked, 
stole second and moved to third on Jimmy Dailey's 
ground out. 

With two outs, Stein was able to cross home on 
a wild pitch. 

The Redskins tacked on another run in the sec
ond started by Jeremy Frazier's one-out single. 
Frazier later scored on Ricky Bell's two-out base 
knock. 

Bellaire threatened in the top of the third inning. 
Rlghtfielder Jesse Padgett walked and went to 

third on Andy Babka's double. However, the top 
of the Big Reds' order could not produce with two 
infield pop ups and a diving catch by Creek left
fielder Allan McNeil of a Nate Davis foul ball. • 

"That certainly helped us control the tempo," 
Collis said. "If he doesn't get to that ball ... maybe 
the kid gets a hit and they score a couple of runs. 

See, CREEK, Page 83 
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• River 
• 

Continued from Paga 81 

today," said Central head coach 
Tom Bartemes. "They did 
everything well.:.they hit the 
ball, they pitched well .and put 
the ball in play. 

"Our pitchers were behind in 
the count most of the day, and 
that was hard. We didn't have 
anyone who could come in there 
and slow down their hitters," 
Bartemes noted. "They have a 

very athletic team, give them 
credit they are a good baseball 
team." 

Eric Stephens gained the 
mound win for the Hannibal
based squad going the route, 
striking out four and walking just 
three. 

"Eric was a little nervous 
there in the beginning of the 
game, but he settled down and 
got into his groove and pitched a 
nice game," Rose re-iterated. 

Neither team wasted any time 
in the first inning with both 
teams scoring two runs. 

River led off the top of the 
frame with a walk to Ryne 
Romick, but Josh Yager deliv
ered a big blow. 

On a 2-0 pitch, Yager crushed 
a linedrive over the left field 
fence giving the Pilots the short
lived 2-0 lead. 

Steubenville Central retaliated 
though in lhe home half with a 
sacrifice fly by Pat McKitrick 
and a throwing error that allowed 
Drew Mihalyo to come across 
the dish. 

River kept pouring it on the 
second when Ronnie Warrington 
led the inning off with a single. 
Chad Bayes then reached base 
on a fielders choice, with a 
throwing error leaving· 
W~rrington on second. 

Zach Marty then drew a walk, 
setting up a two-run single by 

second baseman Lucas Huffman. 
The final run came via a RBI 

single from Romick who drove 
in Marty. 

Central couldn't muster a run 
in either the bottom of the sec
ond or the third. River, however, 
scored a run in the top of the 
third. 

Warrington was able to cross 
the plate on a passed ball. River 
grabbed the 6-2 lead after three. 

In the fourth, River tacked on 
two more as John Koehnlien 
walked the first four batters of 
the inning scoring Romick. 

Warrington then had a sacri
fice fly which drove in Yager. 

In the fifth, River again plated 
two runs. The first coming on a 
RBI single from Huffman scor
ing Bayes, while the Huffman 
later scored on a single from 
Romick. 

River was led at the plate by 
Huffman who had two singles 
and· three RBIs, while Yager 
!ended the two-run bomb. 

Warrington added a single 
and a sac fly, which drove in a 
run. 

Romick chipped in with two 
singles and a run batted in. Matt 
Abbott and Marty also tended 
singles in the win. 

Steubenville Central received 
two singles from Mihalyo, while 
the other hit came from Andrew 
Donaher who ripped u single. 

River is now 18-5, while 
Steubenville Central will be in 
action again on Monday at 
Ridgewood when it takes .on 
Zanesville Rosecrans in the dis
trict semifinals. 

Lincscore: 
River 231 220 o- 10 91 
Staub. Central 200 001 o -- 3 3 2 
BATTERIES: Stephens and Rosnlck; 
Anlinone, Koehnieln (2), Spence (5) 
and Weld. 
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T-L Photo/MICHAEL HARVILLA 

HARRISON Central pitcher Tom Snyder delivers a pitch to the 

plate against Indian Creek during the OVAC Baseball 

Tournament at Toronto. 

Indian Creek knocks 
Harrison Central from 
OVAC Tournament 

Indian Creek advanced to the 
;hampionship game of the Ohio 
Valley Athletic Conference 3-A 
Jase ball tournament after posting 
1 8-3 win over Harrison Central. 

The Redskins will meet 
Bellaire -- which advanced to the 
:itle tilt after downing 
\1eadowbrook in a game earlier 
his week - at 11 a.m. 

Zach Viltro came on in relief 
for the • Skins In the sixth to earn 
the mound win. 

Ivan Stein socked two singles, 
while Jim Dailey added a RBI. 

Ricky Bell drove in two runs for ' 
the Wintersville-based schools. 

Adam Snyder led the Huskies ' 
at the dish with a a double and a 
single. 

Jarryd Ridgeway - who suf
fered the mound loss - drilled a 
RBI single. 

Tom Snyder came through 
with a double and a single. 

Linescore: 
Harrison Central 001 101 0 3 7 6 
Indian Creek 110 015 x 8 8 4 
BATTERIES: Ridgeway, SnydBT (8) 
and Carlson. FraziBT, Vllro (8) and 
Conn. 



Bellaire Advances to OVAC Title Game 
Big Reds bounce 
Meadowbrook 
behind Davis 

By DON CLEGG 
For The Intelligencer 

Bellaire earned the right to 
play for its first OV AC baseball 
championship in a decade 
Wednesday afternoon with a 5-
4 win over Meadowbrook at 
Perkins Field in Brookside. 

The Big Reds (14-7) - who 
last donned an OV AC crown in 
I 993 - will head to Vaccaro 
Field in Steubenville Saturday 
to battle for Class AAA 
supremacy against the winner of 

Bellaire 
(Contlnned from Page 21) 
"I have to give a lot of credit 

to two people," said Spigarelll. 
"My assistant coach 'Tube' 

Davis has done a great job for 
me the last couple of years and 
my old high school coach, 
Mark Bonar, has also been a 
big help. 

"I got together with Mark 
before the season and went 
over some things. Just about 
everything you see us doing out 
there is the same way I did it 
when I played for Mark. 

''Those guys have been very 
implirtant to the success of this 

today's other semifinal between 
top-seeded Indian Creek and 
Harrison Central. 

Times for all OV AC champi
onship games should be 
announced tomorrow. 

Playins less than 24 hours 
after beatmg River in an Ohio 
Division Ill sectional final, Bel
laire followed what has become 
a very familiar pattern. 

The Big Reds spotted the 
Colts an early lead, roared back 
to take command and survived a 
late Meadowbrook rally to pre
vail. 

''The kids are playing with a 
lot of confidence now," said 
head coach Mark Spigarelli. 

"Now we want to go up to 
Steubenville Saturday and finish 

team." 
OV AC Class A Tournament 

Cameron 6, Beallsvllle 3 
In the evening's late game, 

Jed Lucey singled, doubled, 
and drove home three runs, as 
Cameron topped Beallsville 
and advanced to today's title 
game. 

The Dragons play Linlsy at 
Vaccaro Field at 3 p.m. 

Casey Hughes struck out 
four to gain the mound win, 
and Lucey came in the seventh 
to e_reserve the win. 

Tyler Brown had two RBIs 
to lead the Blue Devils. • 

OVAC BASEBALL SEMIS 
SATURDAY,MAY10 

At Bridgeport 
11 a.m. - Class 4-A - Cambridge 
vs. Steubenville 
1 :30 p.m. - Class 3-A -
Meadowbrook vs. Bellaire 

at Toronto 
11 a.m. - Class 3-A - Harrison 

I Central vs. Indian Creek 
! 1 :30 p.m. - Class 2-A - Toronto 
• vs. Steubenville Central 

at Magnolia 
12 noon - Class 2-A - Buckeye 
Trail vs. River 

j 3 p.m. - Class 1-A -- Beallsville vs. Cameron 
, at Brooke 
• 11 a.m. - Class 4-A -- Wheeling Park vs. Edison 
1 :30 p.m. -- Class 1-A - St. John Central vs. Unsly 

Tentative times for Saturday, May 17 finals at Vaccaro 
Field In Steubenville: 

1-A-- 10 a.m. 
2-A - 12:30 p.m. 
3-A- 3 p.m. 
4-A - 5:30 p.m. 

'.Tickets at for both semi-finals and finals are $3 for stu
dents and $5 for adults. 

the job." 
Nate Davis, Bellaire's stellar 

freshman, allowed a pair of 
unearned runs in the top of the 
first but blanked the Colts (9-
14) the rest of the way before 
hitting a snag in the seventh. 

Trailing 5-2, Meadowbrook 
used a hit and an error to put 
runners on first and second with 
one out 

Back-to-back RBI singles by 
Matt Bradley and pinch hitter 
Craig Cross cut the lead to 5-4 
and put runners on first and 
third. 

Spigarelli pulled Davis and 
brought centerfielder Mike Fish
er in to pitch to the Colts' Derek 
Daugherty. 

Meadowbrook head coach 

Tim Roller called for a suicide 
squeeze but the bunt - off a 
htgh fastball from Fisher -
popped straight up into the air 
between the mound and the 
plate. 

As Bradley scrambled des
perately back toward third, Fish
er made the catch and fired to 
third baseman Keith Sechrest 
for the fmal out 

"Great players make great 
plays," said Spigarelli. "Nate 
did a super job on the mound for 
us and Mike came up big to get 
the last two outs." 

Two errors and Wes Mercer's 
RBI single created both Mead
owbrook runs in the top of the 
first but Bellaire tied the game 
in the second on RBI base 

knocks by Dirk Soland and 
Jesse Padgett. 

Jason Wiggins' RBI double 
put the Big Reds ahead to stay 
In the bottom of the third and 
Bryan Mancini's two-run single 
later in the frame provided what 
proved to be just enough insur
ance. 
. Bellaire still htts a few chap

ters to write in what is becoming 
a storybook season. 

In addition to Saturday's 
OV AC date in Steubenville, the 
Big Reds will be heading to 
RiverView High School in 
Warsaw on Monday ID• take on 
Fort Frye (21-6) m a district 
final. 

See BELLAIRE Page 24 

OVAC Tourney Pairings Set 
Edison took the Class 

AAAA No. I seeds in both the 
baseball and softball OV AC 
Tournaments, set to begin on 
Tuesday. 

In baseball, Edison is joined 
at the No. I ranks by Indian. 
Creek, Steubenville Central and 
Cameron. All games are set to 
begin at 5 p.rn. with the excep
tion of two. 

Steubenville Central will 
host Monroe Central at 4:30 
p.m. on Tuesday at Vaccaro 
Field.while Steubenville will 
host hot Weir at 7 p.m. that 
same night 

In the softball tournament, 
Oak Glen, Monroe Central and 
Shadyside all earned the top 
seeds. 

Tickets for all games will be 

$5 for adults and $3 for stu
dents. 

The baseball champi
onships will be held 

at Vaccaro Field in 
Steubenville on 
Saturday, May I 7, 
while the softball 

championships will 
be at the Chambers 1-470 Com
plex on Saturday, May ID. 

Buitb■U 
OVAC Rm-Round 

i ■U games atart at 6 p.m., 
unlaa noted) 

AAAA 

!
8) Buckeye Local at (1) Edison 
5~ Wheelln Park et (4) Beaver Local 
6) Weir at I~) Steubenv!lte, 7 p.m, 
7) Cambridge at (2) John Marshall 

AAA 

!
Bl Martins Ferry at (1) Indian Creek 
6 Magnolia et (4) Harrison Central 
6 Meadowbrook at 3) Barnesville 
7 Tyler Consolidated at (2) Bellalre 

AA 
(Bl Monroe Central at (1) 

Steubenville Central, 4:30 p,m, 

(5) Caldwell at (4) Toronto 
(6) Buckeye Trail at (3) Whg. Central 
(7) Wallavllle at (2) River 

A 
(B) Bishop Donahue et m Cameron 

1
6I Beallsvllle at (4) Paden City 
6 Bel. St. John's at (3)Shadystde 

(7) Weirton Madonna et (2) Llnsly 
Saftball 

OVAC Rrat•Round 
{aJI gamn atart at 6 p.m.) 

AAAA 
(B) Zanesvllta at (1) Edison 
(6)8rooke at (4)Buckeye local 
(B)Baaver local at (3) Wheeling Park 
m Weir at (2) John Marshall 

AAA 
(B)Harrison Central at ( 1) Oak Glen 
(5)1ndlan Creek at (4) Meadowbrook 
(6)Martlns F1my at (3) Union local 
(7) Barneevllle at (2) Bellalre 

AA 
(BJBuckeye Trail at (1) Mon. Central 
(5)Frontler at (4) River 
(6)Fort Frye at (3) Staub. Central , 
!7) Wheeling Central at (2) Toronto 

A 
(B)Paden City at (1)Shadyside 
(5)llnsly at (4) Weirton Madonna 

IB)Cameron at (3) Bellelre St. John's 
7) Bridgeport at (2) Beallavllle 

Edison upends 
Wheeling Park, 
wins OVAC title 

Edison captured yet another 
OV AC baseball title Friday 
afternoon.· 

The Wildcats won the title 
by default due to Cambridge 
having played too many games 
and being ruled ineligible after 
its semi-final win over 
Steubenville. 

Edison -- which advanced 
to the state title game a year 
ago - rolled past Wheeling 
Park 8-3 at the Red Knight 
Baseball Complex in Toronto. 

Ryan Tingler led the 
offense for the Richmond
based squad with three singles 
and a RBI. 

Senior standout Caleb 
Meyer added three singles and 
two RBI. 

Vince Kuntz had two sin
gles, while Ujcich added a sin
gle and a double. 

Wheeling Park was led by 
Josh Tysk who had two singles 
and two RBI. 

Linescore: 

!Prep Baseball Linescores 
Bamesvile 000001- 155 

David Ujcich earned the 
mound win going the distance 
with two strikeouts and three 
Walles. 

Edison 102 023 B 15 2 
Wheeling Parle 000 021 3 7 1 
BATTERIES: U)clch and Reese; 
Hercules, Saseen (6) and 
Kresevec. 

UNSL V ~ WElfITTlN MADONNA 0 
Weirton Ma.clot'm COO OOl D - 0 1 3 , 
l..SlS!y D10034x - 8 11 0 
BATTEHIES: Glam, Kall (5) and Goodall: Norman O:ld 

"""""· HAlllllSON CEIITRAL 15 IIAGNOUA ! 
"""""' 104 00 575 
Harrioon 41(10) 00 1510 2 
BATTERIES: CacD, Leasura (3) ard Carroll; Ridgeway 
and Carls-Os 

RIVER 12 WELLSVILLE 2 
w~ 0000110- 252 
Rlver 215103 x- 1211 0 
BATTERIES: G. Congrove, Dalrymple (3) and J. 
Coogow and G. Cong!v> (31; R<l<1rt O:ld AoslJkjc 

1ND1AN CREEK 6 MAJ!TlHS FERRY 5 
MarlnsFerry 0012002-691 
1n<ian c,.,. 300 0012- 5 5 2 
BAITTRJES: F...t>anx, and Edon; Vitro, P- (7) and 
CoM 

MEADOWBROOK 11 BARNESVILLE 1 
Mea,oowbrook 101~05- 11112 __ ..;..;;;:.... 

BAITTRIES: Noohart and Docl<arty; t.l:Farland, T. Mile! 
(4), Wells (6) and Hurn-: 

BEALLSVJLLE 5 PADEN CITY 1 
Bealsvile 003 011 0 - 5 5 0 
PadenCi!y 0010010- 161 
BA ITTRIES: Clun ao::1 Turner; Bawm and Gatoo. 

CAMBRIDGE 3, JOHN MARSHAU. 2 
Cambridgo 200 000 1 - 3 2 2 
Jotm MaJohall 000 100 1 - 2 5 5 
BATTERIES: Edwards and Bond; C!lmpJel and Brool<s 

BUCKEYE TRAJL 7 WHEELING CEN7llAL 5 
Buckey> T rai 110 500 0 7 11 3 
WheoingC!>ntraJ 1020200 S 9 2 
BATTERIES: Shipe and T,elka.; Stephens, Hupp(.(), 
Sz,llgo(5)0:ldCoyno. 

SCC 10 MONROE CEN7llAL 5 
Mocroe Coolral 004 001 0 5 7 2 
Staub. Cantral 401 050 o 10 6 2 
BAITTRlES: S"""°, Wlsal ~I oo:I """""' -.,, 
Anllnoro ~I""' Woi:1. 



Cadets Slip .ay 
Fighting Irish 
Linsly advanced to the OV AC 

Class A finals as it pushed across 
a run in the bottom of the sev
enth to edge out Bellaire St. 
John's, 7-6, in the semifinals 
Tuesday at Red Knight Complex 
in Toronto. 

Jason Witzberger struck out 
four over two 

H.S. 
ROUNDUP 

innings in relief to 
gain the win for 
Linsly and also 
added a triple and 

two singles at the plate, while 
startinti pitcher Josh Norman 
drove m a pair of runs of the 
Cadets on two base hits. 

Tyler Moscato paced the hit
ting attack for St. John's as he 
picked up an RBI off two base 
knocks. 

OVAC AA Semifinals 
Steubenville Central 11, 

Toronto 1 
At Toronto, Pat McKitrick 

struck out eight and smacked a 
home run for Steubenville Cen-. 
tral en route to a·decisive victory 
over Toronto in the OVAC class 
AA semifinals. 

McKitrick finished the day 
with three RBIs, while teammate 
Josh Samples had two base 
knocks and drove in a run for the 
Crusaders. 

Ryan Fidak singled and drove 
in Toronto's only run in the fifth 
inning as the Red Knights 
dropped to 16-12. 

Steubenville Central (16-8) 
advances to play Saturday in the 
finals at Vaccarro Field against 
the winner of the semifinal 
bet.ween River and Buckeye 
Trail. 

' 

~insly 
t.olls to 
uVAC 
crown 

Never in doubt 
: Linsly's baseball juggernaut 
capWred the OV AC I -A champi
onship m grand style Thursday 
blasting outmanned Cam~ron by 
a 16-4 count m five mnmgs at 
SteubenviHe's Vaccaro Field.' 

The wrn improved Gary 
Sprague's team to a sparkling 
16-5 on the season. The Dragons 
dropped to 18-7. 

_Josh Norman delivered big for 
Lrnsly as the senior standout 
blasted a pair of home runs good 
for four RBI. ' 

Junior standout Chris Banal 
also wielded a hot bat for Linsly 
knocking home three runs with ~ 
home run and single. 

Jason Witzberger recorded the 
mound victory. He struck out 
eight an.ct walked just two. He 
helped his cause with two singles 
and two RBI • 

All but one Linsly regular pro
duced a base hit. 

Senior ace James Wallace 
sla!l'med a single and double 
Whtie Tyler Jividen and Brett 
Ham!l'on each smacked doubles 
forLmsly. 

. . Jed Lucey contributed three 
hits for Cameron. Linescore· 
Linsly 013 (12)0 16 14 2 
Cameron 200 o 2 4 7 4 
BATTERIES: Witzberger and 

B
Hammf on; Lucey, Thayer (4) and 

eres ord. 

OVAC Baseball Semifinals 
Saturday, May 10 

At Bridgeport 
11 a.m. -- Class 4-A -- Cambridge vs. Steubenville 
1 :30 p.m. -· Class 3-A -- Meadowbrook vs, Bellaire 

at Toronto 
11 a.m. -- Class 3-A -- Harrison Central vs. Indian Creek 
1:30 p.m. -- Class 2-A--Toronto vs. Steubenville Central 

at Ma1,'llolia 
12 noon -- Class 2-A -- Buckeye Trail vs. River 
3 p.m. -- Class 1-A -- Beallsville vs. Cameron, 

at Brooke 
l I a.m. -- Class 4-A -- Wheeling Park vs. Edison 
1 :30 p,m: -- Class 1-A -- St. John Central vs, Linsly 

Tentative limes for Saturday, May 17 finals at Vaccaro Field in 
Steubenville: 

1-A-- 10 a.m, 
2-A-· 12:30 p.m. 
3-A-- 3 p.m. 
4-A -- 5:30,p.m, 
Tickets at for both semi-finals aud finals are $3.00 for students 

and $5.00 for adults. 
Fans of teams planning at Brooke are reminded that the Market 

Street Bridge in Steubenville and Route 2 North are closed for 
construction. Fans in the south are advanced to take Rt. 2 North 
from Wheeling. 

llOVAC- BASEBALL 11 

The following are pairings for the OVAC 
baseball tournament, which resumes 
action Saturday, d 

At Brl gaport 
11 a.m. - (4-Al Cambridge vs. 
Steubenville I 
1 :30 p.m. - Meadowbrook vs. Bella re 

At Toronto 
11 a.m. - (3-A) Harrison Central vs. 
1ndlan Creek 

1:30 p,m. - {2-Al Toronto vs. 
Steubenville Central , 

at Magnolia . 
Noon - (2A) Buckeye Trail vs. Rtver 
3 p.m. - (A) Beallsville vs. Cameron 

at Brooke 
11 a.m. - (4A) Wheeli,:ig Park vs. E~ison 
1:30 p.m. - (A) Bellaire St. Johns vs. 
Unsly 

Tentative times for finals on Saturday, 
May 17 at Vaccaro Field. 
(Al - 10 a.rn. 
(AA) - 12:30 p.m. 
13-AI - 3 p,m. 
(4 .. Al - 5:30 p.m. . . I d 

Note: Tickets for the sem1fma s an 
finals are $3 for students and $5 for 
adults. . B k Fans of teams playing at rO<? e are 
reminded that Market Street Bndn

I 
e m 

Steubenville and Rt. 2 North are c osed 
for construction. 

OVAC BASEBALL SEMIS 
Satnrday, May 10 

At Bridgeport 
11 a.m. -- Class 4-A -- Cambridge vs. Steubenville 
1:30 p.m. -- Class 3-A-- Meadowbrook vs. Bellaire 

at Toronto 
11 a.m, -- Class 3-A -- Harrison Central vs, Indian Creek 
1 :30 p.m. -- Class 2-A -- Toronto vs. Steubenville Central 

. at Magnolia 
12 noon -- Class 2-A -- Buckeye Trail vs. River 
3 p.m, -- Class 1-A -- Beallsville vs. Cameron 

at Brooke 
11 a,m. -- Class 4-A -- Wheeling Park vs. Edison 
l :30 p.m: -- Class I-A -- St. John Central vs. Linsly 

Tentative ttmes for Saturday, May 17 finals at Vaccaro Field in 
Steubenville: • 

I-A-- 10 a.m. 
2-A -- 12:30 p.m, 
3-A-- 3 p.m. 
4-A -- 5:30 p.m. , 
Tickets at for both semi-finals and finals are $3 for students 

and $5 for adults, 



-St. John's nips 
Shadyside in 
1 O innings, 8-7 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

It was a baseball game no one deserved to 
lose. 

Unfortunately for Shadyside, in sports some
one always has to lose. 

St. John Central continued its season-long 
domination of Coach Gary Cunningham's 
Tigers with a 8-7 win in IO innings in the quar
terfinals of the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference 
tournament at Fleming Field. 

"That was a very well played ball game," 
said Irish manager Vinnie Kirkpatrick. "The 
kids from Shadyside have nothing to be 
ashamed of. It just came down to who executed 
better in the end because if it came down to 

• heart -- both teams were right there." 
The win places the Irish into the Class 1-A 

semifinal game Saturday, May 10 at a site to be 
determined against second-seeded Linsly. 

Shadyside -- which came into the game as the 

See, IRISH, Page 85 

T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 
ST. JOHN Central second baseman Tyler Moscato can not keep the throw from 
going Into centerfteld as a Shadyside runner slides Into second during OVAC 
Tournament action Tuesday night In Shadyside. 
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T·L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 

ST. JOHN Central first baseman Bryan Nardo (left) gets pulled off the base In an effort to field 
a high throw as Shadyslde's Brandon Holmes (19) Is safe at first base during action Tuesday 
night at Fleming Field in Shadyside. The Irish won, 8-7, In 10 innings. 



• Irish----------------
Continued from Page B1 

third seed -- will continue its reg
ular season Thursday at 
Bridgeport and battle Bellaire in 
a Saturday doubleheader before 
opening Ohio Division IV sec
tional play in Toronto against 
Wellsville. 

The Irish victory marks the 
third this season in gut-wrench
ing fashion over their Orange 
rivals. In all three games, the 
Green was forced to ralJy for the 
win. 

"I haven't put my finger on it 
yet," explained Kirkpatrick. "It 
just seems like when we don't 
execute other teams we make 
those plays against Shadyside.: 

Cunningham can't quite come 
to grips with his team's inability 
to put St. John away, but he 
knows his team must regroup. 

"The effort was there," 
Cunningham said. "I think some
times you have to be around 
pressure situations to come 
through in those .. Give St. John's 
credit, they got it done and we 
didn't. 

"I don't really know what it is 
(about St. John's), btit it just 
seems all of the close games the 
last few years they have come 
out on top," Cunningham contin
ued. 

Shadyside was in control 
through five innings, owning a 
6-3 lead, but the Irish bats came 
alive with four runs to take a 7-6 
lead. 

St. John's grabbed a 2-0 lead 
after a half inning, but gave up 
three unearned runs in the first 
and then allowed another 

unearned run in the second. The 
Tigers tacked on two more dur
ing a third-inning rally, one of 
which was unearned. 

"We gave up a bunch of 
unearned runs early." 
Kirkpatrick said. "We were able 
to settle down after the first two 
innings and our defense really 
came through." 

The Tigers forced extra 
innings in the last of the seventh 
when junior Derrick Sadlowski 
led off the frame with a base 
knock. He moved to second on a 
balk, third on a wild pitch and 
then raced home on a loose ball, 
just beating the play the dish. 

"We knew the game was 
going to come down to one run," 
Cunningham offered. "l am real
ly lost on this because lam look
ing for positive things and one is 
that we played hard." 

After two scoreless innings, 
the Irish brought their six, seven 
and eight hitters to the plate in 
the opening half of the 10th. 

Senior left hander Mike 
Sullivan -- who got the start on 
the hill -- golfed a single to right 
center to start the inning. 

Junior Bryan Nardo perfectly 
executed a sacrifice bunt to 
move Sullivan to second to just 
one out. He moved to third on a 
wild pitch and on the next pitch 
was driven home when senior 
Chris Jingle skyed a deep fly ball 
to center for a sac fly. 

Senior Chad Taylor -- who 
came on in relief in the sixth -
hurled a scoreless 10th, striking 
out two to pocket the mound 

win. 
"What can you say about 

Chad Taylor'/," Kirkpatrick 
offered. "He came in wanting to 
win more than anybody and 
that's contagious." 

Taylor struck out six and 
allowed just one walk to earn the 
win. 

Shadyside sophomore Erik 
Cwalinski was the tough-luck 
loser. He came on in relief of 
Sadlowski in the sixth and 
allowed two runs. He fanned 
three and walked two. 

"We'll have our day before its 
over," Cunningham pointed out. 
"We have a lot of young kids 
and I told the kids we have to get 
ready for the second season (the 
sectional)." 

The Irish were led at the plate 
by Taylor who had a RBI dou
ble, a solo home run and a sin
gle. Senior Ryan Rico con
tributed three singles, while John 
Anderson added a double. 

Senior Tyler Moscato plated 
two runs in the sixth with a base 
hit. 

Shadyside, meanwhile, was 
led at the dish by junior Kyle 
Wallace who had two singles. 
Ryan Holmes plated a run with a 
single. 

St. John Central -- now 10-13 
-- will be playing al ·1-470 field 
this afternoon against Wheeling 
Central. 

Linescore: 
St. John's 201 004 000 1 -· 8 11 6 
Shadyside 312000100 0 -- 7 7 5 

BATTERIES: Sullivan, Taylor (6) 
and Jingle; Sadlowski, Cwalinski (6) 
and Stevens. 

Cambridge tops Steubenville, can't play in OVAC final 
FOR THE TIMES LEADER 

Friday afternoon's Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference Class AAAA base
ball game between Cambridge and 
Steubenville may have been listed as a 
semifinal contest, however, coach Paul 
Arick's Bobcats knew going in that it was 
much more than that for them. 

Having already played 27 regular sea
son games, Cambridge took the field 
Friday for their 28th contest, the maxi
mum allowed by the state of Ohio. With 
that in mind, the 'Cats were treating this 
game as their championship. 

And thanks to some timely hitting, and 
superb middle-infield defense late in the 
game, the Guernsey County squad left 
Bridgeport feeling like champions. 

Trailing by two, Cambridge received 
three consecutive two-out hits in the top 
of the seventh to tie the game and eventu
ally got a one-out Cody Bond RBI single 
in the ninth as the Bobcats stunned 
defending champion Steubenville with a 
come-from-behind 4-3 victory at Perkins 
Field. 

OV AC Executive Secretary Tom 
Rataiczak announced following the game 
the winner of the other semifinal game 
between Edison and Wheeling Park on 
Friday night would be crowned big
school champion. 

"This is very unfortunate for 
Cambridge High School," Arick said fol-

lowing the victory. "Because of a quirk in 
our schedule we will not be allowed to 
play in tomorrow's scheduled champi
onship game. 

"I feel extremely bad for the kids, but it 
is out of my control. We knew coming in 
that we would have to use this as our 
championship ·game." 

With two out and one in the top of the 
seventh, it appeared as if the 

Bobcats' scheduling problems would 
not come into play. 

Lnke Seckel then gave the designated 
visitors life with a pinch-hit single to left 
before Evan McCartney reentered the 
game to pinch-run. • 

Catcher Cody Bond then unleashed a 
triple deep over the center fielders head 
sending McCartney home to make it a 3-
2 game. 

Doug Edwards, who singled three 
times on the afternoon, would tie the game 
at 3-3, sending a 1-2 pitch back through 
the box with Bond crossing the dish. 

Cambridge would close the stunning 
comeback in the ninth after Ben Fowler 
Jed off with a single, went to second on a 
McCartney sacrifice bunt and scored on a 
Bond single in between third and short. 
The hit was Bond's third of the game and 
second RBI. 

Senior pitcher Brandon Durben would 
do the rest for the winners. Durben, who 
held Big Red (20-6) to four hits in the 
contest and retired 12 in a row at one 

point, set down 1 9 of the final 21 hitters 
Steubenville sent to the plate. 

"Brandon is a senior leader and I told 
him at our team meeting last night that he 
had already been talking the talk and now 
it was time to walk the walk and that it 
was his game to win or lose," Arick men
tioned. "He then went out and won it." 

Coach Fred Heatherington's 
Steubenville squad opened up a 3-0 lead 
in the third thanks in large part to three 
Bobcat errors. 

Sean Liggett and Gary Stubbs, the 
eight and nine hitters for Big Red, led off 
with singles before Joe Pease reached on 
an error to load the bases with no outs. 
Following a strikeout losing pitcher Justin 
Gerber hit a grounder to short that was not 
fielded allowing two runs to score. 

Mike Giannamore walked just ahead of 
a Ryan Straker sacrifice fly that plaed 
Pease with the third Steubenville run of 
the frame. 

Cambridge, which had two base run
ners in both the first and second innings 
without scoring, would answer with a run 
in the fourth. 

Edwards singled leading off the 
frame, went to second on a passed ball and 
scored on Tyler Sigman's one- out base
hit. 

The Bobcats, who outhit Steubenville 
by a 13-4 count, had runners at the cor
ners with one out in the second and was 
looking to produce a run via the suicide 

squeeze. 
However, Ryan Kafury's bunt was 

popped back to Gerber, who threw to 
third to complete the double-play. 

Cambridge also loaded the bases with 
one out in • the fifth before Gerber 
slammed the door and did not allow them 
to cross the dish. 

"They played to win tonight and we did 
not," Heatherington said. 

"We were not ready and you are not 
going to win around here no matter who 
you play if you are not ready. 

"Their pitcher (Durben) did a very 
good job keeping us off-balance. He had 
two pitches he was getting over for 
strikes and when you can do that in high 
school baseball you are going to be suc
cessful. And he definately was." 

Arick, meanwhile, was thrilled to 
defeat a team the caliber of Steubenville. 

"This is a very big win for our pro
gram. Coach Heatherington runs a great 
program over there and we wish him all 
the luck in his tournament games. 

"This was just a great nine-inning high 
school baseball game. We had some very 
big plays up the middle late in the game 
and Cody Bond throwning two of their 
players out trying to steal early in the 
game really kept us going." 

Linescore: 
Cambridge 000 100 201 - 4 13 3 
Steubenville 003 000 000 - 3 4 1 
BATTERIES: Durban and Bond; Gerber, Irwin 
(9) and Straker. 



Photo by Scott Mccloskey 

Buckeye Trail shortstop Adam Bear tries to complete Iha double play to first base after forcing 
out Wheeling Central's Jo Jo Morgan. The Warriors upset the Maroon Knights in the first round 
of Tuesday's OVAC tournament Tuesday at the J.B. Chambers 1-470 Complex. 

West, Park Blank BL 
Jason West was masterful on 

the mound for Wheelin!:( Park, 
tossing a two-hitter, striking out 
IO and walking one as the Patri
ots moved on in the OV AC tour
nament by blanking Beaver 

Local by a 9-0 
QVAC score Tuesday in 

B 
Calcuta. 

ASEBALL Park will face 
Edison in the sec

ond round. 
West aided his own cause for 

the Patriots ( 12-7) with a home 
run and two RBIs, while Mark 
Maguire ripped a double, single 
and had two RBIs. 
Cambridge 3, John Marshall 2 

At Glen Dale, the Bobcats 
scored one run in the seventh 
inning and then held on to defeat 
the Monarchs. 

Patrick Bryne singled and 
knocked in a run for Cambridge 
(14-7). 

Cody Koontz had two singles 
for John Marshall (13-3), while 
Scott Ratcliffe singled and had 
an RBI. Cole Taylor added a 
double. 

Edison 7, Buckeye Local 2 
At Richmond, the Wildcats 

scored six runs in the bottom of 
the sixtl1 inning in defeating the 
Panthers. 

Edison (18-2), Ohio's top 
Division II team in the recent 
Associated Press poll, was paced 
by Caleb Meyer, who doubled, 
singled and had an RBI. David 
Ujcich doubled with an RBI and 
Matt Bordash doubled and 
knocked in two runs. The Wild
cats will face Whe,ling Park in 
the semifinals. 

C.J. Beseee doubled and 
knocked in a run for Buckeye 
Local, while Greg Verhovcc sin
gled and drove in a run. 

CLASS AAA 
Indian Creek 6, 
Martins Ferry 5 

At Wintersville, Indian Creek 
scored two runs in the bottom of 
the seventh inning to defeat Mar
tins Ferry. 

Ivan Stein mpped two singles 
for the Redskins, who will take 
on Harrison Central in the 
OV AC semifinals. Chad John
ston singled with two RBIs, and 
James Barrett singled and had an 
RBI. Jon Conn tripled. 

Ryan Fox and Anthony Reas
beck each had two singles and 
knocked in a run for the Purple 
Riders, while Michael Edwards 
laced a double and a single and 
collected two RBIs. 

Bellaire 9, 
Tyler Consolidated 8 

At Bellaire, the Big Reds 
scored two in the bottom of the 
I 0th inning to get past the Silver 
Knights. 

Bellaire (9- 7) will now face 
Meadowbrook in the OV AC 
semifinals. Nate Davis smashed 
two singles, a double and had 
two RBIs for the Big Reds, while 
Derek Wallner had two singles, a 
double and an RBI. 

Brian Northcraft doubled and 
knocked in a run for Tyler Con
solidated, while Zack Watson 
had a triple and a single. 

Meadowbrook 11, 
Barnesville I 

At Barnesville, T.J. Mitchell 
doubled and knocked in four 
runs as the Colts upended the 
Shamrocks. 

Aubrey Neuhart added two 
singles and an RBI for Meadow
brook (8-11), while Zach Zifzal 
had a double and an RBI, and 
Joel Box tripled, singled and had 
an RBI. The Colts will face Bel
laire in the OV AC semifinals. 

Nate Hunkier doubled and 
sin~led for the Shamrocks (8-9), 
while Brock Huntsman doubled 
and Craig Miller singled with an 
RBI. 

Harrison Central 15, 
Magnolia 5 

At New Martinsville, Harrison 
Central scored 1 0 runs in the 
third inning en route to defeating 
Magnolia. 

Jarryd Ridgeway smashed two 
singles, a double and an RBI for 
the Huskies (9-9), who will play 
Indian Creek in the OV AC semi
finals. Adam Greene tripled and 
had two RBIs. Josh Bumgardner 
tripled and drove in four runs. 

Josh Sims laced two singles 
and had an RBI for the Blue 
Eagles, while Drew Cecil had 
two singles. 

CLASS AA 
Buckeye Trail 7, 

Wheeling Central 5 
At Wheeling, Buckeye Trail 

scored five runs in the fourth 
inning and that was enough to 
hold off the Maroon Knights. 

Jim Trelka laced four singles 
and had three RBIs for the War
riors, while Matt Bertram had 
two singles and an RBI and Gar
ret Holt tallied two singles and 
an RBI. 

Jo Jo Morgan had three sin
gles for Central (17-6), while 
Matt Bail belted a double, two 
singles and an collected an RBI. 

Toronto 10, Caldwell O 
At Toronto, Andy LeMasters 

struck out four and walked one 
in tossing a two-hitter and lead
ing the fourth-seeded Red 
Knights to th,e win over fifth
seeded Caldwell. 

Zak Harless tripled, singled 
and knocked in a run for Toronto 
(12-9). who will tangle with 
Steubenville Central in the 
OV AC semifinals. Jeremy Sher
wood added three singles and 
two RBIs, while Josh Hughes 
belted three singles and knocked 
in a run. 

River 12, Wellsville 2 
At Hannibal, Josh Yager belt

ed a homer, two doubles and had 
four RBIs as the Pilots moved on 
in OV AC tournament play with 
the win over the Tigers. 

Matt Abbott added a homer. 
triple, double and three RBIs for 
River (13-3), while Ronny War
rington homered with an RC!. 

Eric Stephens had a single and 
two RBIs. 

River will play Buckeye Trail 
in the OV AC semifinals 

CLASS A 
Llnsly 8, Weirton Madonna 0 

At Holloway Field, Josh Nor
man hurled 1 7 strikeouts in spin
ning a one-hitter as Linsly won 

• its opening-round OV AC tourna
ment game by blanking Weirton 
Madonna. Linsly will now face 
Bellaire St. John in the OV AC 
semifinals. 

Norman walked just four for 
the Cadets (13-5). The only hit 
he allowed was to the Blue 
Dons' Jonathan Messler in the 
second inning. 

Jason Witzberger belted two 
doubles and knocked in three 
runs for Linsly, while James 
Wallace doubled, singled, and 
had two RBIs. 
Bell. SL John's 8, Shadyside 7 

At Shadyside, the Irish scored 
a run in the top of the I 0th 
inning and then hung on to 
upend the Tigers. 

St John (I 0-13) also received 
a single, double, homere and two 
RBIs from Chad Taylor . Ryan 
Rico added three singles. 

Kyle Wallace had two singles 
for Shadyside (7-11 ), while 
Ryan Holmes singled in a run. 
Cameron 5, Bishop Donahue 1 

At Cameron, Casey Hughes 
homered, doubled, singled and 
drove in three runs as the Drag
ons defeated the Bishops. 

Brandon Thayer added a dou
ble and an RBI for Cameron (14-
3 J, while Justin Beresford sin-
gled. . 

Adam Turner and Mark Pucci 
each singled for Bishop Donahue 
(3-14). 



Bellaire averts 
collapse, edges 
Knights in 10 
By BUBBA KAPRAL 
T-L Executive Sports Editor 

Nightmare in Neffs .... nearly. . . 
Homestanding Bellaire was cnnsm~ to w_hat 

appeared an easy OV AC quarterfin_al wm a~amst 
Tyler Consolidated Tuesday. Leadmg 7-1 m the 
seventh inning, the Big Re_ds w~re three outs J'.rom 
eliminating the Silver Knights m bo-)lum _fashion. 

Tyler, however, refused to go eas\lY·. The 
Knights erupted for six runs in the seventh mrung to 
knot matters at 7-7 and force extra frames. 

The West Virginians made m~tters even more 
interesting by taking an 8-7 lead 10 the top of the 
10th. Coach Mark Spigarelli's R~ds, however, 
showed tons of resiliency by pushing a_cross. two 
runs in the home half of the I 0th, escapmg with a 
9-8 triumph. B' Reds to The elongated victory Improves the 1g. 
9-7 on the campaign and propels them mto the 
ov AC semifinals against Meadowbrook on May 
Io. The Colts advanced with an 11-1 triumph 
again.st Barnesville Tuesday. 

"I guess we have more character and class than I 
gave us credit for," Spigarelli said. "This shows we 
can overcome adversity. . 

"You never want to let a six-run lead shp away, 
especially In the seventh inning," added the person
able field general. "We have to learn how to finish 
game~)"'tte~:.B~t,we can take away a lot from this 
game.,, , 

Tyler drew first blood, scoring a single nm In 
first on an RBI single by Robby Jones .. • . 

Bellaire responded with a four-spot m its first at-
bats. h ned the Sophomore standout Michael Fis er OP<; 
outburst with.a double. Nate Davis - who did~ fine 
Job in the starting pitcher's role -- plated Fisher 
with a double and later scored on a Clay Boston 

.See, BIG REDS, Page BS 

;.,{\ 
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T-L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 
BELLAIRE pitcher Nate Davis delivers a pitch 
against Tyler Consolidated during OVAC 
Tournament action Tuesday at Naifs. 

Edison rallies for 7-1 
win over Buckeye 
By RICK DeLUCA 

Times Leader Sports Writer 

Edison coach Bill Beattie 
knew bis team needed to be 
aggressive at the plate to beat 
Buckeye Local and their stand
out hurler C. J. Besece. 

Those aggressive bats came to 
life in a six-run sixth inning as 
the OV AC regular season Class 
4-A champion Wildcats rallied 
from a 1-0 deficit to register a 7-
1 win over the Panthers in the 
big school quarterfinals on the 
Wildcat diamond at State Lake 
Park Tuesday night. 

Just two days after being 
crowned the conference's big 
school regular season champ, 
Beattie's Wildcats opened their 
bid for playoff title with the win 
over the Panthers. Edison's 
Tuesday win boosted its season 
record to a sparkling 18-2 mark. 
The Cats travel to Oak Glen 
tonight. 

Buckeye Local, in its second 
season under head coach Chris 
Blackbum and boasting a lineup 
that includes all underclassmen, 
fell to 11-9 on the season with 
the tough setback. The Panthers 
return home to take on St. 
Clairsville in their next outing. 

'We just finishing telling our 
kids how important It is to make 
good contact at the plate," 
Beattie said after the win. 'They 
did just what they were suppose 
to do. They hit the ball hard early 
in the game, but right at some
body. In that sixth Inning, those 
hits just start dropping In.' 

"When the season started, we 
told our guys that they had to do 
three things to win, make the 
routine plays, pitchers throw 
strikes and be aggressive at the 
plate,' Beattie added. 

'Credit Buckeye Local's 
pitcher. He did what he had to 

See, EDISON, Page BS 
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Cadets------
ccontlnued from Page 19) 
"Our kids were pretty fortu

nate th~t they got to f!ay in a 
champ10nsh1p game, James 
said. "I was glad we got the 
opportunity to play, though I 
wish the outcome was differ
ent." 

Linsly had a run taken off the 
board in the first inning when 
Tyler Petri was ruled to have 
missed third on his way home on 
James Wallace's double. 

"Thinp like this hapr,en in 
baseball,' Sprague said. ' When 
you 're facing a quality opponent 
and have an Inning like that, it's 

hard to recover from." 
Because of the fourth, it was a 

non-issue. 
Game Notes 

Linsly stranded five runners, 
while Cameron left eight on base 
... Lucey was 3 for 3 with three 
singles ... Linsly starter 
Witzberger struck out eight and 
walked just two ... Cameron's 5-
9 hitters were a combinecl I for 
12. with desi$nated h,ltcr Kelly 
Hughes mashmg the only hit ... 
Kyle Turkaly was the only 
Linsly starter not to record a hit, 
though he did walk and score a 
run. 

Cadets 
Claim 
Crown 

By JIM ELLIOTI' 
Staff Writer 

· The wind was blowing out of 
Vaccaro Field Thursday, but it's 
unlikely Linsly's Josh Nonnan 
heeded the help. 

Nonnan launched a pair of 
llomers and drove in four runs, 
.:. helping the 
:.., Cadets (16-5) 

blast Cameron 
16-4, and win an 
OVAC Class A 
crown. 

The game was 
played Thursday 

because Cameron was unavail
able for a game Saturday. All 
other OV AC finals will be 
plaved Saturday at Vaccaro. 
• • 1 'This ls our championship 
right here," sald Linsly coach 
Gary Sprague, whose team was 
playing its final game of the sea
son. 
, • The Cadets trailed 2-0 after 

one and 2-1 after two before 
gtabbing their first lead behind a 
towering three-run homer off the 
bat of Nonnan. 

·Cameron's first inning was 
highlighted by a sac fly from 
Justin Beresford and a two-out 
~queeze bunt by Derrick Camp
bell. 
: • "The first inning, when we 
popped two runs on them and got 
that squeeze In with two outs, I 
thought we were going to make 
lltls thing Interesting," said flrst
yliar Cameron coach Eric James, 
who guided his team to Its first
ever OV AC champion.ship game, 
;. • ''And then the blitzkrieg hit 
~s· there in the fourth." 
- _: That's pretty much how It 
went 
', Armed with a 3-2 lead enter

ing the top of the fourth, Linsly 
sent 16 men to the plate, and 12 
of them scored. 

. Cameron starting pitcher Jed 
Lucey worked to each of the first 
eight batters, and didn't retire 
any of them. Back-to-back dou
bles by Tyler Jividen and Bret 
Hanimon got things started, Just 
ahead of a walk and three 
straight singles by Tyler Petri, 
Jason Pyles, and Jason Witzberg-
er. 

''Hitting is contagious,'' 
Sprague said. "We were looking 
for his fastball and not his curve
baO to drive." 

After a walk and an error 
llie third of four on the day com
tnltted by Cameron - James 
bulled Lucey in favor of Bran
lion Thayer, who was greeted 
pilher rudely by Chris Banal. 
. Banal sent a screaming line 
/lnve over the left-field fence for 
jl. three-run homer, giving the 
j:adets a 10-run lead . 
. • All told, 11 batters came to 
the plate before Cameron finally 
recorded the Inn inf s first out, 
:. "Twelve-run innings don't 
hurt," Sprague said. "That's the 
first time that's happened this 
year." 

Despite the loss, the Dragons 
have also surpassed a school
record for victories (18-7). 

Please See CADETS, Page 21 
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e Big Reds 
Continued from Page 81 

single. 
Hard-hitting junior catcher Brian Mancini 

delivered an RBI single before an error allowed 
the fourth run to come home. 

Bellaire gave Davis two more runs to work 
with in the fourth. Scrappy Derek Wallner 
unleashed a double and scored on a Davis sin
gle. 

Mancini chased Davis home with a two-base 
blast to right. 

The lead grew to 7-1 in the sixth thanks to a 
Zac Bowman double and another Tyler error -
one of six on the afternoon for the visitors. 

The Tyler Consolidated seventh inning start
ed innocently when Jason Suter lofted a lazy fly 
ball which eventually fell between two outfield
ers for a single. The flood gates quickly opened. 

Brian Northcraft doubled in a run. A Big 
Red error made it a 7-3 game before a Ryan 
Koerber single plated another Silver Knight. 
Another error allowed two more runs to come 
in. 

Fisher opened the home-half of the I 0th by 
coaxing a walk. He moved to second on an 
error and scored the game-tying run when the 
Knights' right fielder dropped Wallner's flyball, 
with Wallner advancing to third on the play. 

Davis was walked intentionally. With 
Mancini at the plate, Wallner came racing home 
for the game-winner thanks to a wild pitch. 

Boston earned the mound win with a sharp 
three-plus innings of relief work. He fanned 
four. 

Davis was also outstanding on the hill. He 
worked into the seventh, striking out eight, 
walking just two and deserving a better fate. 

Davis also starred at the bat with a double, 
two singles and two RBI. Wallner had a sensa
tional night at the plate with four hits while 
Mancini had three safeties and RBI. 

"Give Tyler credit. They never quit. They 
are a good ballclub," Spigarelli said. "We had a 
chance to put them away early and we let them • 
off the hook." 

T·L Photo/JOEL JOSEPH 
TYLER Consolldated's Michael Wells (14) slides home safely as Bellaire's Brian Mancini receives 
the throw home during OVAC Tournament action Tuesday evening in Netts. Wells, who scored on 
an error, helped Tyler cut Bellalre's lead to 7-6. After squandering a six-run lead in the seventh, 
Bellaire rebounded to win 9-8 In 1 O Innings. 

The Big Reds' frustration reached its climax 
when a wild pitch enabled the tying run to touch 
the plate. 

Tyler took a short-lived 8-7 lead in the 10th 
on a Zac Watson triple and a sacrifice fly by 
Jones. 

Bellaire didn't fold. 

Bellaire - which had 13 hits on the day -
returns to action Friday, hosting Martins Ferry 
in a 4:30 start. 

Linescore: 
Tyler 1000006001 - B 10 6 
Bellaire 400 021 000 2 - 9 13 4 
BATTERIES: Jones, Suter (5) and Kildow; Davis, 
Boston (7) and Mancini. 

• Edison 
Continued from Page 81 

do," the Wildcat coach said. "But that's 
what you want to see (from Edison), 
playing well at the right time close to 
toumaments. 11 

Tuesday's contest was a pure pitch
ing duel between two of the Ohio 
Valley's premier hurlers as the 
Wildcats' Caleb Meyer matched Besece 
pitch for pitch through the first five 
innings. Meyer went the distance for the 
winners scattering four Panther hits 
while recording 10 strikeouts and walk-

ing none. Meyer helped his own cause 
with a two-run single to left in the sixth. 

Besece, in full command until the 
sixth, closed with four strikeouts and 
five walks. At the plate, the Panther jun
ior ripped a run-scoring double to the 
fence in the top of the seventh plating 
Mark McCain who had singled ahead of 
him. 

Buckeye took a 1-0 lead in the fourth 
as R. J. Faldowski opened with a bunt 
single and moved to third on a throwing 

error that also allowed Dave Saltkield to 
reach first. Two outs later, Greg 
Verhovec ripped a single to left to score 
Faldowski. 

In the bottom of the fifth, Edison 
opened with a walk to Matt Bordash, 
back-to-back infield outs moved 
Bordash to third. The Wildcat runner 
scored the tying run on a balk. 

Edison unloaded in the sixth scoring 
six times as David Ujcich drilled a 
run-scoring double to right, Bordash 

cracked a two-run double past third and 
Justin Richards added a RBI-single to 
left to highlight the inning. 

"They (Edison) are a very good and 
they don't need any help," Blackbum 
said after the tough loss. "And I am not 
trying to be disrespectful to their team, 
but that one (balk) call in the fifth 
inning that let them tie the game just 
sucked the wind right out of us.' 

"It's hard for our kids to play the 
way they did in a game of this caliber 

and have a call like that change the 
game," he added. "But I will say that in 
the two years that I've been coaching 
here that these kids showed this much 
heart. C. J. pitched very well.' 

Edison was also paced at the plate by 
catcher Jake Reese who finished with a 
single and double. 

Linescore: 
Buckeye Local 000 100 1 - 2 4 1 
Edison 000 016 x-77 2· 
Batteries'. Besece and Verhovec; Meyer and 
Reese. 

'"'~l•l~I.•. 
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River Runs Away From 
Steubenville Catholic 
Second OVAC championship for Pilots 

By NEIL THOMPSON Mihalyo and tie the score at 2. 
For The News-Register River retook the lead in the 

After falling to Bellaire in the second. 
sectional tournament earlier in Ronny Warrington led off the 
the week, the River Pilots inning with a single and leftfield
steamed into Vaccaro Field Sat- er Greg Bayes reached on an 
urday looking to rebound against error. 
Steubenville Central in tbe After a Zach Marty walk to 
OV AC Class AA Champi- load the bases, Lucas Huffman 
onsbips. hit a single that dropped into 

And rebound they did. shallow left field. Both Warring-
Scoring at least one run in ton and Bayes scored to make it 

each of the first five innings, 4-2 in favor of the Pilots. 
River rolled over the Crusaders River tacked on another run on 
by a final score of 10-3 to claim a Ryne Romick RBI single. 
the second OV AC baseball title Staked to a 5-2 lead, Stephens 
in school history. settled in and shut down 

Solid defense and timely bit- Steubenville Central on just one 
ting were the catalysts that pro- hit the rest of the way. 
pelled the Pilots. He finished with five strike-

"Our defense did very well. outs and three walks on the day. 
We played solid defense and that Crusader coach Tom Bartemes 
was the key to the, game," said said the Pilots' defense was the 
River head coach Kyle Rose. main reason his team could not 
"That, and we hit the ball get anything going against 
extremely well." Ste,r.hens. 

The Pilots (18-5) set the pace When we could have started a 
in the top of the first as catcher couple of rallies, tbe shortstop 
Jason Rasnick led off the game [Romick] made a couple of real 
with a walk. nice plays. They just played some 

One out later, Josh Yeager nice defense behmd Sle]!hens and 
chased Rasnick home with a stopped many of our [scoring] 
mammoth home run to left field opportunities," said Bartemes. 
for a 2-0 lead. One of the Crusader rallies 

SPO 

Josh Yager 
the second base bag. 

Rising to bis knees, he rifled a 
throw to get Luckino by inches at 
first base. 

"[Stephens] threw strikes. He 
made them r,ut the ball in play," 
said Rose. We made the plays 
we needed to. 

"He didn't walk very many 
batters. He made them earn what
ever they got.' 

River closes out its season 
Tuesday when the Pilots battle 
Harrison Central in the EOBL 
championship game. FirSt pitch is 
set for 5 p.m. in Cadiz. 

Steubenville Central is back in 
action Monday when the Cru
saders take on Zanesville Rose
crans in an Ohio Division IV dis
trict opener in West Lafayette. 

But the Crusaders answered that was killed bbothe River River 231 220 0 - 10 9 1 
off River starter Eric Stephens. defense came in the !lorn of the stoubenvlll• Contnol2DO 001 o- 3 3 2 

Josh Samples led off the second. A - Stephens wp l6SO, 2WJ ,nd Ros-
inning with a single and would Frank Luckino raked Q sharp cJ~~rl:g~~1S~ ~btJe#r:a~8j5,r 3~,: 

2
rbl; 

later score on an error. (rounder up the middle but s - Antlnona Jp 10s0. mi, Koehnleln 

Cl bill P I M K·tr· k · k d ' t his I ft d (2) (1SO, 4W), Spence (5) {3SO, OW) and eanUJ.l er a C I IC OIIllC range ,ar O e an WeldhH,wmtt 17). Samples S; Mlhelyo S; 
hit a sacnfice fly to score Drew made a d!l2Z!ing diving grab near o,n, e, s. 

*** *** 
Indian Creek Ace Shuts Out Bellaire 

By NEIL THOMPSON 
For The News-Register 

One of the most oft-repeated 
adages at any level of baseball is 
the old saw about good pitching 
beating good hitting. 

Indian Creek's Zack Viltro 
showed that this mantra is not 
out of date Saturday as he shut 
down a normally-prolific Bel
laire offense to lead the Red
skins to a 5-0 win in the OV AC 
Class AAA championship game 
at Vaccaro Field. 

Viltro, a junior, struck out 
four and walked one in spinning 
a four-hit shutout. 

"We knew Bellaire (14-8) 
was a beck of a good hitting 
team but [Viltro J just shut them 
down and did a real good job,' 
said Indian Creek head coach 
Mi:bael Collis. 

AB it turned out, the Redskins 

(I 9-10) generated all the 
offense they would need without 
benefit of a hit in the bottom of 
the first. 

Ivan Stein drew a walk from 
Bellaire starting pitcher Mike 
Fisher to lead off the inning. 

He then stole second base and 
advanced to third on a Mike 
Daily ground out before sprint
ing home on a passed ball. 

"That really got us over the 
hump a little bit," said Collis. 
"Any time you catch a break and 
squeeze a run in there, it gets 
tbat momentum going in your 
favor. 11 

Ricky Bell made it 2-0 in the 
second inning with a two-out 
RBI single that scored Jeremy 
Frazier. 

Bellaire's best threat in the 
third after Jesse Padgett walked 
and Andy Bobka doubled off 

Viltro to put runners on second 
and third with none out and the 
top of the Big Reds' order due 
up. 

Viltro bore down to retire the 
next two batters on a pair of 
hannless pop flies. 

No. 3 hitter Nate Davis then 
socked a long fly ball down the 
left field line that hooked foul 
but leftfielder Allan McNeil hus
tled over to make a spectacular 
catch and send the Big Reds 
away empty-handed. 

"That might have been tbe 
play of the game by Allan 
McNeil in left field," said Collis. 

"If he doesn't make that play, 
who knows what happens. 
[Davis] could have got a hit on 
the next pitch and changed the 
course of the game." 

See, Creek, Page B4 
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Crusaders Double up 'Noles 
By JIM ELLIOTT 

Staff Writer 
Drew Mihalyo ripped a pair of 

run-scoring doubles while Joe 
Antinone and Frank Luckino 
each drove in two runs, helping 
Steubenville Central get past 
Monroe Central 10-5 in quarter
final action of the OVAC Class 
AA baseball action at Vaccaro 
Field, Tuesday. 

It was the fi(sl of two tourney 
openers played at Vaccaro Tues
day, as Big Red stopped Weir 
16-7 in 4-A action in the night-
cap. . ' 

Monroe Cen(ral (7-9) backed 
into the tournament when Fort 
Frye, which sported a I 7-4 
record at the time the brackets 
were released, was ruled ineligi
ble because it did not play the 

minimum of IO conference 
opponents. 

"We looked at it as a great 
positive experience to come here 
and play on a beautiful facility 
against a quality ball club," said 
Seminoles coach Junior Win
land. "Coach Bartemes does a 
great job. His team is very, very 
comr,;titive. 

' We knew we'd have to 
come in and play error-less to 
beat them and 11 dido 't happen.'' 

Steubenville Central ( 14-7) 
jumped out to a 4-0 lead in the 
first inning on the first of Miha
lyo's doubles, an RBI groundout 
by Ryan Bartemes, and a sacri
fice fly by Antinone. 

And sophomore pitcher John 
Koehnleln, 2-0 in two career var
sity starts, was cruising before he 

UNION LOCAL CRUISES 

Kimberly Ogllbee and Megan Jack lifted Union 

Local to a 3-0 win over Martins Ferry in. tile 

first round of the OVAC softball tourney/21 

reached trouble in the third. 
The Seminoles used a pair of 

walks, an RBI single by Adam 
Conrad, and a pair of RBI 
groundouts off the bats of 
Michael Jorris and John Michael 
Speelman to tie the game at 4. 

"What got us into trouble was 
that our pitcher couldn't find the 
plate, which is what gets us in 
trouble any time," explained 
Bartemes. 

Koehnlein walked five before 
being replaced by Antinone in 
the fifth inning. 

An error at shortstop on what 
may or may not have been a dou
ble play ball was the real back
breaker in the inning, though. 

"As soon as that happened, I 
said, 'let's not revert back to ear
lier in the season because we 

File photo ~y Alex Kozlowski 

Steubenville Central's John Koehnleln earned h1s second win 
in two varsity starts as the Crusaders beat Monroe Central. 

were playing so well,"' 
Bartemes said. 

It's true. 
Since coming off their Easter 

break, the Crusaders have now 
won eight of nine games, mainly 
because they've been catching 
the ball with consistency. 

"But we came back out and 
scored five runs in the next 
innin¥ and I felt comfortable 
again, ' Bartemes added. 

That's true too. 
After starting crafty left-han

der T.J. Stevens, owner of a 
looping curveball that when 
thrown well is murderous to left. 
handers, Winland reached for a 
harder-throwing southpaw In 
Landon Wisell. 

Please See DOUBLE, Page 21 

CREEK--
Contin11edfrom page B3 
After that, Viltro dominated 

Big Reds hitters for the rest of 
the day, though Bellaire catcher 
Bryan Mancini did seem to have 
his number. 

Mancini smacked three sin
gles off Viltro to account for all 
but one of Bellaire's four hits on 
the day. 

Indian Creek closed out the 
scoring with three more runs In 
the fourth, two of which came 
off a two-out double by short
sto~ Richie Crowe. 

The big thing we didn't do 
today that we did all year was 
get base hits. We only had four 
hits today," said Bellaire head 
coach Mark Splgarelll. 

"This was the first time all 
year that we've been shut out 

"That's a credit to their pitch
er and their fielders making 
plays." 

Bellaire returns to action 
Monday afternoon with a trip to 
River View High School In War
saw for a Division III district 
tournament opener against state
ranked Fort Frye. 

Bellaire 000 000 0 - 0 4 2 
lndl•n Crnk 110 300 x- 5 B 0 

B - Fisher Ip (3S0, 4W) 1md Mancini. 
Manr,lni 3S; Babka D. 

I - Viltro wp (4S0, 1W) ond Conn. Bell 
S, rbl; Crowe D, 2rbi. 



River, Beallsville, Harrison 
earn tournament victories 

CLASS A 
LINSLY H, MADONNA 0 
AT WHEELING. Josil 

Norman was superb nn the 
mound for second-seeded Lins!y 
which was an 8-0 winner over 
Weirton Madonna Tuesday 
night. 

Norman went the distance, 
limiting Madonna to only a 
Jonathan Misicr second inning 
single. He added 17 strikeouts 
and four walks. 

Norman aided his own causc 
with a run-scoring single. 

Jason Witzbcrger led the I 1-
ilit attack with a pair of doubles 
and three RBI. Sentor standout 
James Wallace added a single, 
double and two RBI. 

Brett Hammon donated a run
scoring single and Kyle Turkaly 
added two base knocks. 

Linsly is now I 3-5 and will_ 
advance to semifinal aclion next 
week against SL John Central. 

BEALLSVILLE 5 PC l 
AT PADEN CITY, 

Beallsville was Jed by a sharp 
•Hlting on lhL: hill from senior 
Joe\" Crum as the Blue Devils 
t.lo\\1 11cd the Wiltkats 5-1 in 
quarterfinals of the I-A OVAC 
tourney. 

Crum went the distance strik
ing out IO ballers, while giving 
up just one walk. 

The Blue Devils were led by 
rylcr Brown who cranked a two
run horner, while Crum aided his 
,:ause with a RBI single. 

Paden City received a RBI 
..,jngle from Bowers. 

IJcallsville is now 7-12 and 
\viii take on Cameron in the 
semifinals. The Devils will be in 
action Friday when they travel to 
Cambridge to face Buckeye 
Trnil. 

CLASS AA 
RIVER 12 WELLSVILLE 2 

AT HANNIBAL, River easily 
handled visiting Wellsville in the 
2·-A action Tui:sday a:,; Rync 
Rrnnick went the distance .strik
ing tiut .... even and giving up no 
w;dks in en route to the 1 1-2 
win. 

Josh Yeager lt:d the \Vay for 
tlw Pilnts hammering a homt:r, 
double and four RBl's, while 
Matt Abbott chipped in with a 
homer, triple, double and three 
RBI. 

Ronnie \Yarrington added a 
horner of his own, while Eri<.: 
Stcphcns had a single and two 
RBJ's. 

River is now I 3-J and will 
take on Buckeye Trail in the sec
ond round. The Pilots will play 
this cvcnmg though traveling to 
Toronto. 
TRAIL 7 WHG. CENTRAL 5 

AT 1-4 70, sixth-seeded 

Buckcvc Trail advam:cll tP thL'
sc111ifi11al.s of the OVAC tourna
ment aflcr ~corint!_ a 7-5 win. 

The Wari·iol·s received a 
slrong pitching perr1nma11C'l' 
from Kevin Shipe who went the 
distance to earn the mound win. 
[-le wasn'L overpowering with 
just one strikeout and a zero 
walks. 

Senior Jim Trdka so..:ked four 
singles and plated three runs, 
while Garrett Holt and Matt 
Bertram each had two sin~lcs 
and a RBI. -

.lo Jo Morgan drilled three 
singles for the Maroon Knights. 
wililc Matt Ball had a double. 
two singles and a RBI. 

Trail now plays second-seed
ed River. \Vhccling Central ls 
now 1 7 -6 uncl resumes its ree.u
lar season today, hosting St. J(~hn 
Central. 
sec 10 MONROE CENT. 5 

AT STEUBENVILLE, the 
Crusaders improved their record 
to I 4- 7 and advanced to the 
OVAC semifinal.'- against 
Toronto via their I 0-5 over the 
Seminoles. 

Drew Mihaylo led the Blue & 
Gold with a pair nf RBI double~. 
Joe Antinone mid Frnnk Luckinn 
each plah:s two runs for Central. 

Monroe Central dropped to 7-
9. Chris .lct"fers paced the 
Seminoles with two sin:.!IC'-. 
Landon Wisell, Adam Coiirad. 
Michael .!orris and John Michael 
Speelman all contributed RBi 
singles for Monroe. 

CLASS AAA 
HARRISON 15 MAGNOLIA 5 

AT CADIZ. Harrison Central 
scored IO runs in the third inning 
as the Huskies downed visiting 
Magnolia, 15-5, in five inning 
Tuesday in the quarterfinals of 
the CJV AC 3-A tourney. 

Jarryd Ridgeway earned the 
mound win going the distance 
striking out four and walking 
two, while Drew Cecil took the 
loss for the Blue Eagles. 

Josh Bumgardener led the 
\Vay lhc plate with a triple and 
rour RBI, while Adam Greew.: 
had a singk, tripk and two RBI. 

Rid!!c\.va\· aided his cause 
with n\lu si1lglcs and a RBI as 
Tom Snyder chipped in with a 
RBI triple. Mark Dulkoski also 
laced a RBI smgk for the: \Ni11-
11crs. 

Magnolia received two sin
gles and RBI from Josh Sims and 
a RBI single from Nick Goddard. 

Harrison Central is now 9-9 
and will meet fndian Creek in the 
semifinals. 

re 6 MARTINS FERRY 5 
AT WINTERSVILLE. Indian 

Creek barely held of visiting 
Martins Ferry in the opening 

OVAC Baseball 
Quarterfinals 

round o,· _.,_·/\ aL'lion as the 
Retbkins ,lnwncd the Riders 6-5 
Tucsda, 

Chall John'.,ton kd the \vav for 
[ndi;m Creek \Villi a single· and 
two RBI, while Ryan Barrett had 
a single and a RBI. 

Ivan Skin added two .l)inglcs 
as Josh Conn chipped in with a 
triple 

Ferry received a single, dou~ 
hit and two RBI from Mike 
Edward:--. f<yan Fox and 
Anthony f<c;i\hci.:k added two 
slngks ,Ind a RHL apiece. 

Indian Creek is now 14-9 on 
th1.: year. and \Viii now take on 
Harrison Central in the semifi
nals or lhL: OVAC tournev. 

l\1EADOWBROOK 11 
BARNESVILLE 1 

AT BARNESVILLE, 
i'vleadowbrook pounded out l 0 
hits as the Colts downed 
Barnc\vil!c 11 I in the quarterfi .. 
nals uf lilc OVi\C 3--A tournev 
Tuesday. • 

Auh.!\~\· Neuhart e;1r11cd tl1c. 
mound \\.-;ll for t!Jl'. Colts '\lriking 
out five walkirn.2 1mnc. 

T.I. Mitchell led the Cults 
with a donillc and four RBl"s. 
while Joel Box had a triple, sin
e:h: and !wo RBL Zach Zifzall 
~hipped in "ith a Joubh.: and a 
RBI. 

Neuhart a1ckd ills cause with 
two sindcs and a RBI as Jesse 
Fraley ,1dded a triple and a sin
gle. 

Barnesville receivi:d a RBr 
single from c\aig l'vlillcr. 

Meadowbrook is now 8-1 I, 
while Barnesville falls to 8-lJ. 

CLASS AAAA 
CAlVIJIR!J)(;E 3, JM 2 

AT GLEN DALE, Doug 
Edward~ pitched sevcnth-sel'dcd 
Cambridre to a 3-2 victory over 
John i'vl;r,hall in !he 01jeni11g 
round or ihc OVAC Tnurname11t 
Tuesday nie:ht. 

Ed\;-arLI ... runnecl IO and 
walked four in ½tlilli!: tile J1sta1JCL' 
for tile llobv,1t.s 7 14 71 Pat 
Bycrc- platl.!d <-l run with a single 
for the Bobcats. John Marshall 
was led bv Cody Koontz with 
two singles'. 


