Ohio overpowers
West Virginia in
Mumley Classic
* Buckeyes prevail, 102-78

By RICH GIBSON
Timas-Leader Sports Editor

A 62-point second half proved decisive in Ohio’s 102-
78 win over West Virginia in Saturday’s Samuel Mumley
OVAC All-Star Basketball Classic.

A crowd in excess of 1,000 looked on in OU-Eastern’s
Ney Center and watched the Buckeyes pull away after
leading by only one point at halftime, 40-39.

“We kept sending five guys out there and eventually,

wore them down,” said Ohio coach Jeff Sabatino of
Martins Ferry, now 5-0 in the OVAC showcase hoopfest.
- I thought we were the quicker team and we took advan-
tage."” :
In less than 24 hours, Sabatino and fellow coaches
Mike Podlasiak (Union Local) and Rod Gray (Bamesville)
produced two postseason triumphs. The trio were on the
bench in a 98-96 East decision Friday in the District 12
All-Star tilt.

“As far as I'm concerned, the most beneficial aspect of
these games are the lifelong friendships involved. They're
priceless,” Sabatino added. ‘

Saturday’s matinee encounter was closely competitive
two-thirds into the fray before Ohio erupted for 14 unan-
swered points to take control.

The Buckeyes held a 45-43 upperhand prior to the 14-
point spurt that resulted in a 59-43 lighting.

See, BOYS, Page C3

OHIO'S Brett Jordan

QVAC Basketball Classic at the Robert Ney Center on the campus of Ohio

Ohio captured a 102-

T-L Phota/PAULA GINTHER
drives to the basket during action Saturday aftemoon in the Sam A. Mumlay

University-Eastern.
78 victory over their West Virginia counterparts

Mountaineer
girls pocket
83-72 vedict

B{ BUBBA KAPRAL
T-L Exscutive Sports Editor

The West Virginia girls ali-stars had
a point to prove Saturday afternoon.

The Mountaineer girls entered
the Samuel A. Mumley Basketball
Classic as underdogs to their highly-
touted Ohio counterparts -- a squad
which featured five Division T college-
bound athletes.

West Virginia, however, used a great
start and a strong finish to post an 83-
72 triumph at the Robert Ney Center on
the campus of Ohio University Eastern.

“We knew Ohio had some big time
players, but we felt we had some nice
talent, also,” said Weirton Madonna’s
Mike Delre, who guided the Biuve &
Gold squad. “We divided our teams real
well. All three rotations were well bal-
anced.

“Rhythm was the key. We meshed
real well,” he added. “Our game plan
was to get out and run and just let our
girls play.”

West Virginia got out of the box like
banchees, sprinting to a 16-6 lead at the
15:23 mark of the opening half.
Wheeling Central’s Nathalie Paulis

See, GIRLS, Page C10
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fueled the surge with six points.

Ohio -- under the gnidance of Beallsville’s
Terry Jarrett — clawed back to tie matters at 22-all
on a goal by Tiffany Crum of Beallsville at the
8:40 lighting.

The balance of the half was nip-and-tuck with
West Virginia emerging with a 42-40 edge at
intermission. -

The first 13 minutes of the second half was bat-
tled on even terms, with the final deadlock coming
at 67-all. The final seven minutes belonged to
West Virginia.

The Mountaineers went on a 15-5 spree to
break matters open. Wheeling Park’s Emily Duffin
meshed two-free throws with 1:40 left, giving
West Virginia an 82-72 upperhand.

Ohio would never threaten again.

West Virginia displayed excellent offensive bal-
ance as four players reached double figures and 12
got into the scoring column,

Wheeling Park sharpshooter Lauren Gompers —
a St. Francis (Pa.) recruit -- led the winners with 16
points. She also prevailed in the three-point contest
at halftime.

Weirton Madonna’s Sarah Setcavage — a 6 fi. 2
Wheeling Jesuit recruit — finished with 11 counters
while Duffin and Magnolia’s Hannah Heinzman
each netted 10 points.

“We knew Ohio had tons of talent, so we were
‘pumped to play today,” Setcavage noted. “We took
it as a challenge and everybody stepped up and
played well. It was a lot of fun.”

Ohio had 13 players enter into the scoring, how-
ever, just one reached double figures. Steubenville
Central dandy Jenn Fletcher paced the Buckeyes
with 10 counters, including three treys.

St. Clairsville Lindsay Piccolini — coming off a
16-point outburst in the District 12 game just the
night before -- netted nine points for the Scarlet &
Gray as did East Liverpool’s Heather Smith and
Meadowbrook’s Chrissy Devore. Smith also
buried three treys for the Buckeyes.

“Tt just wasn't our day,” Jarrett said. “Give West
Virginia credit, they played very well. But it was
an honor to be a part of this game and I enjoyed
coaching these girls.”

Ohio drained 28-0f-66 shots for 42 percent.
The Mountuineers converted 37-0f-75 attempts for
Just under 50 percent.

Both teams encountered problems at the charity
stripe. Ohio misfired on eight-of-17 attemnpts while
the winners were a rugged eight-of-18.

The game marked the final Ohio Valley appear-
ance for three local Division I hoop recruits:
Bellaire’s Kacie Vavrek (Bellaire), St. John
Central’s Arin Kress (Winthrop) and River's
Leighann Fry (Marshall),
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Leighann Fry (Marshall).

Vavrek -- who will play one last prep game in
the Ohio-North South Classic in two weeks at
Otterbein -- tallied four points Saturday as did
Kress while Fry registered six markers. Kress also

handed out four assists.
Scorine:

WEST VIRGINIA (83) ~ Duffin 4, 2-2 10; Eckleberry 2,
0-0 4; Gompers 7, 1-1 16; Goysovich 0, 0-2 0; Helnzmari
5, 0-0 10; L.amantia 1, 0-0 2; Mason 0, 0-0 0; Mroczkowski
3, 0-0 6; Paulis 4, 0-0 8; Rohrig 2, 1-2 5; Schmidt 0, 1-2 1;
Seteavage 5, 1-3 11; Slne 0, 0-0 0; Workman 3, 01 6;
Yarter 1, 2-8 4. Totals 37, 8-18. OHIO (72) — Campball 2,
1-4 5; Cline 2, 0-0 4; Crum 3, 0-0 6; Devare 4,00 9;
Fletcher 3, 1-2 10; Fry 3, 0-0 &; Gavarkavich 1, 0-1 2;
Kress 1, 2-2 4; Liberati 1, 0-0 2; McGarvey 0, 0-0 0;
Moore 0, 0-0 0; Morton 1, 0-0 2; Piccolini 2, 5-8 9; Smith

3, 0-0 9; Vavrek 2, 0-2 4. Tolals 28, 9-17.

Three-point goals: West Virginia — Gompers (1); Ohio -

- Fletcher (3}, Smith {3), Davore (1).

a Jl. auln
Central’s Arin Kress (Winthrop) and River’s
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“I think we converted something like
three or four straight turnovers into points
which really got us going,” Sabatino
added.

The Buckeyes’ boss was most pleased
that all 15 Ohioans entered the scorebook
with four registering double figure per-
formances.

Steubenville’s John Lester netted 12
tallies: Shadyside's Serge Gentile and
Beallsville’s Aaron Boughner tallied 11
apiece. St. Clairsville’s Brett Jordan con-
tributed 10 markers,

Ohio received nine points from
Meadowbrook’s Devon Singleton.
Tossing in eight points apiece were
Shenandoah’s Jed Stephen and Edison’s
Jason Sanders, the slam dunk champion.
Martins Ferry's Dareck Barr scored seven
points.

“I don’t know if there was a true
MVP,” Sabatino explained. “They all
played well.” ’

West Virginia also featured balanced

‘evenly divided 16 counters.

scoring. Brooke's Kirk Eastham and
Wheeling Central’s Ricky Yahn scored

10 apiece.
Brooke's Will Withers provided nine-
point support. John Marshall’s Pat Simons

and Wheeling Park’'s Matt McGuane

John Marshall’s Mike Drahos landed
eight rebounds. St. John's Kyle Greenlee
grabbed six Buckeye boards.

Scorin%

WEST VIRGINIA (78) -- Walsh 0, 0-0 O:
Ripley 0, 0-0 O; Fitzwater 1, 0-0 2; Zitzelshergar
1, 1-2 3; Dailer 2, 0-0 4; Battista 2, 0-0 9;
Davias 3, 0-2 6; Patterson 3, 0-2 6; Drahos 2, 3-
4 7. Simons 4, 0-0 B; McGuans 3, 2-2 8;
Withers 2, 4-6 9; Yahn 4, 2-4 10; Eastham 3, 4-
6 10, Totals -- 30, 16-28. OHIO (102) — Thomas
1, 0-0 2; Greenlae 1, 0-0 2; Wiliams 1, 1-2 3;
Miller 1, 2-3 4; Green 2, 0-0 4; Maximo 1, 3-4 5;
Krolt 3, 0-0 6; Barr 3, 1-2 7: Sanders 3, 2-2 B;
Stephen 2, 4-6 8; Singleten 4, 0-0 9; Jardan 4,
0-0 10; Gentile 5, 1-1 11; Boughner 4, 2-3 11;
Lesler 6, 0-0 12. Totals — 41, 16-23.

Three-point goals. West Vlrginla — Battlsta,
Withers. Ohio -- Jordan (2), Boughner,
Singleton.

_ T-L Photos/PAULA GINTHER
TOP LEFT: Ohio's Lindsay Piccolini (51) goes
up for a shot behind West Virginia’s Shanda
Mason (43} during Saturday’s Sam A. Mumley
OVAC Charity Girls’ Basketball game at Ohio
University Eastarmn.

TOP RIGHT: Ohio's Jenny Campbell {50)
goes up for a layup as a West Virginia player
defends.

MIDDLE LEFT: Ohio’'s Kacie Vavrek (40)

looks over the defense of West Virginia’'s
Lauren Gompers (21) during action Saturday.

MIDDLE RIGHT: Ohio’s Leighann Fry (14)

goes in for a layup in front of West Virginia's
Jessica Yarter (11).

BOTTOM LEFT: Ohio's Serge Gentile (30)
dribbles around West Virginia's Matt McGuane
(35) during the Sam A. Mumley Boys’ game
Saturday.

BOTTOM MIDDLE: Ohio Jed Stephen (12)
looks for a teammate as he ioses his footing.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Chio's Arin Kress (12) looks

for a teammate to pass to as West Virginia's
Jade Eckleberry defends.
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Ohio’s All-Star

By NICK BEDWAY
Executive Sports Editor

Martins Ferry High School
boys’ basketball coach Jeff
Sabatino apparently knows a lot
about coaching in all-star basket-
ball pames.

On Friday night, the Purple
Rider mentor guided the East
leam to victory in the Ohio Dis-
trict 12 game played at Buckeye
Trail High School in Old Wash-
ington.

Less than 24 hours after that
contest, Sabatino was at the helm
of the Ohio All-Stars as the
Buckeyes took on West Virginia
in the Samuel! A. Mumley
OVAC Memorial Charity Clas-
sic at Ohio University’s Ney
Center.

With a roster that featured
many of the same players from
the previous night, the Sabatino-,
coached team emerged victori-
ous as the Buckeye boys scored
62 points in the second half to
mow down the Mountaineers,
102-78.

“This is fifth straight win I’ve
had in this game,’” said Sabatino,
who was pleased with his Ohio
squad’s shot selection and
unselfish play. ‘

“Three-point shooting isn't
going to win a lot of All-Star
games,”” Sabatino pointed out.
“We had a spell during the game
when I thought we were shooting
the ball too quickly. It was drib-
ble and shoot.””

Sabatino was referring to the
final stages of the first half when
Ohio, leading by 40-27, went
into a cold spell and opened the

West Virginia’s Kirk Eastham (5) leaps as
Juson Sanders (24) and Carson Williams (14)

{4

Photo by Scutt MeClrskey

defend during the

OVAC’s boys all-star game Saturday.

door for the Mountaineers to
score 12 consecutive points and
just miss an opportunity to tie the
game at halftime.

Linsly School’s R.J, Zitzels-
berger went to the foul line with
Just three seconds on the clock
for two shots with the score at
40-38, He made just one of the
two attempts, leaving the Buck-
eyes with a slim 40-39 advan-
ta%‘e heading into the break,
Wheeling Central all-stater
Ricky Yahn, who led the Maroon
Knights to the W.Va. state crown
just & week ago, scored five
points during the late first-half
.

The Buckeyes opened the sec-
ond half with a basket from

underneath by Rory Kroll of
Frontier for a three-point advan-
tage but West Virginia’s Adam
Davies of Weir connected on a
follow shot to make it 42-41,

Brett Jordan, St. Clairsville -

High School three-sport stand-
out, then drained a three pointer
for Ohio. With the score at 45-
43 a few seconds later, the
Buckeyes exploded for 14
straight points to take command,
Shadyside's Serge Gentile began
the run with back-to-back oals,
followed by a basket and free
throw from Shenandoah’s Jed
Stephen,

von Singleton then drained
a 3-pointer for a 57-43 lead. On
Ohio’s next possession, Jon

Ohlo’s tandem of

Virginia

Miller of Bamesville was fouled
while putting up a 3-pointer. He
drained two of the three charity
shots to extend the advantage to
16. Wheeling Park's Matt
McGuane then scored to end the
West Virginia dry spell.

Both teams featured balanced
attacks. Steubenville's John
Lester, who had eight of his
points during the first 10 min-

“utes of the second half, finished

with 12 to fead four double-fig-
ure Ohio scorers. Sharpshooters
Aaron Boughner (Beallsville)
and Serge Gentile (Shadyside)
were next with 11 points each,
while Jordan scored 10 points.

Yahn and Brooke's Kirk East-
ham led West Virginia with 10
points each,

West Virginia outrebunded
Ohio, 41-39, but had 29
turnovers to 25 for the winners.

Several special awards were
presented during the boys-girls
doubleheader. Presenied the
Thomas E. Rataiczak Scorekeep-
er/Timer Award was Dorothy
Pomento, from Buckeye Locai.

Ohio 102, Weat Virginia 78
O-Barr 3-5 1-2 7; Boughner 4-7 2.3
11; Gentile 5-8 1-1 11: Green 2-B 0-0 4;
Graenlee 1-4 0-0 2; Jordan 4-7 0-0 10;
Kroll 3.7 0-0 6; Lester 6-8-0-0 12; Maxi.
mo 1-3 3-4 5; Miller 1-4 2-3 4; Sanders 3-
§ 22 8 Singlaton 4-8 0-0 9; Staphen 2.8
4-8 8; Thomas 1-2'0-0 2: Williams 1-1 1.2
3; Totale: 41-83 15-23 102
WV_Battista 2-4 0-0 5; Dailar 2-5
Davles 3-4 0:2 8; Drahos 2-4 3.4 7;
ham 3-7 4-6 |
Krupica 0-1 0-
Patterson 3-8 0-2 &; y -
Simons 4-9 0-0 8 Walsh 0-10-G D; Wit
ers 2-4 4-5 9; Yahn i
bergar 1-11 1-2 3; Totals: 30-78 15-18 78
3-pt. Goals; Gentite, Jordan 2, Single-
lon; Battista, Withers, Halftime: Ohio. 40,

West Virginia 39
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West Virginia’s Jessica Yarter has her shot rejected by Ohio’s
Leighann Fry while Anna Morton (42) lends a hand during the -
OVAC’s girls all-star game on Saturday.

W.Va. Girls Win, 83-72

" By NICK BEDWAY
Executive Sports Editor

West Virginia went on a 13-2
run over the last four minutes
game to move out to an 83-72
victogy over Ohio in Saturday’s
girls Samuel A, Mumley Memo-
rial OVAC Basketball Classic.

In the see-saw game played at
Ohio University Eastern’s Ney
Center, Coach Mike DelRe’s
Mountaineer squad moved in
front to stay at 72-70 on a stick-
back goal from Magnolia High
School's Hanna Heinzman,

The 6-ft. Heinzman, who
scored six of her 10 points dur-
ing the %ame's final stages, had

reviously put West Virginia up

0-67 with a baseline jumper.
But the Lady Buckeyes forged
one final tie when Heather
Smith, from East Liverpool,
swished a 3-pointer to knot the
contest, It was the guick-trig-
gered Smith's third trey of the
afternoon,

After Heinzman puat the
Mountaineers back in front,
Sarah Setcavage found Nathalie
Paulus breaking to the hoop for a
layup and a four-point advan-
tage.

Ohio then got its last points
when Chrissy Devore scored on
a short jumper, trimming its
deficit to 74-72. West Virginia
then closed things out with nine
straight points. Maria Rohrig's
strong move inside boosted the
lead to 76-72, followed by a
rebound basket from Lauren
Gormpers and a bucket by Set-
cavage as the clock turned under
two-minutes,

The only points the rest of the
. way came from the foul line as
Emily Duffin cashed two free
throws and Setcavage addd
another to pad the Mountaineer
advantage.

“This was a lot of fun,”” said
DelRe, who during the regular
season coached Weirton Madon-
na to a W.Va. Class A state tour-
nament berth. “It should be
enjoyable with ali these good
plc%ers to coach.”’

¢lRe felt the difference for
his talent-laden squad had a lot
to do with the LLady Moun-
taineers being willing to sacrifice
personal goals, “Sometimes
when good players come togeth-
et they have to give up a little bit
of themsevles,” he said. “Ohio
had a big team and T didn’t want
to play toe-to-toe with them,

When we spread the floor some
of our guards who ordinarily
would be looking to shoat the
ball, had to go stand in the corner
a little bit."”

Gompers, the three-year
standout at Wheeling Park who
is headed to §t. Francis (Pa.)
College next season, had a strong
game for West Virginia.

The guard/forward scored 16
points, nine of which came in the
second half. During halftime,
Gompers displayed her outside
shooting ability to the crowd by
winning the 3-point girls’
shootout as she nailed 11 bonus
bombs. Her only trey during the
Eame came early in the second

alf and it gave the Lady Moun-
taineers a 47-45 lead.

Joining Gompers in double-
figures for the were Weirton
Madonna’s Sctcavage, who
scored 11 points and Emily Duf-
fip of Park and Heinzman with
10 each.

The well-balanced Ohio
squad had just one doublue-digit.
Eerformer as Jenn Fletcher of

teubenville Catholic Central
tossed in 10 markers. Devore
(Meadowbrook), Lindsay Piccol-
ini (St. Clairsvilie) and Smith
{Eust Liverpool) finished with
nine each.

The Lady Buckeyes terrific
guard tandem of Arin Kress (St.
John’s Central) and Kacie
Vavrek (Bellaire) were limited to
four points each. Kress, bound
for Winthrop (N.C.) College in
the fall, played well handling the
ball for (ghio and she pot a favor-
able response from the crowd on
one occasion with a terrific spin
move 1o the basket for a layup.

The Mountaineers were able
to use Jade Eckleberry, fram Qak
Glen; Jessica Yarier, 2 Brooke
High standout, and Setcavage to
run the point when needed.

West Virginia 83, Ohio 72

O-Campbsll 2-5 1-4 5; Cline 2.4 0-0
4; Crum 3:5 0-0 6; Devore 4-7 0-0 9;
Fletcher 3-5 1-2 10; Fry 3-4 0-0 6
Gavarkavich 1-2 0-2 2; Kress 1-6 2-2 4
Libarat| 1-2 0-0 2; McGarvey 0-4 0-0 0;
Moare 0-0 0-0 0; Mortan 1-2 0-0 2; Pic-
colini 2-4 65-8 9; Smith 3-6 0-0 9; Vavrak
2-8 0-2 4; Totals: 28-65 9-20

WV-Duffin 4-6 2.2 10; Eckleberry 2.7
0-0 4; Gompers 7-16 1-1 16; Goysavich
0-1 0-2 0; Helnzman 5-6 0-0 10;
tial-1 0-0 3; Mason 0-1 0-G D;
Mroczkowekl 3-6 0-0 6; Paubus 4-4 0-0 8;
Rohripg 2-3 0-2 4; Schmidt 0-3 1-2 1; Set-
cavafge 5-10 1-3 11; Sine 0-4 0.0 0; Work-
man 3-8 0-1 6; Yartar 1-6 2-6 4; Taotals:
37-817-18 )

3-pt. goals; Davore, Flatcher 3, Smith

3; Gompara, Lamantla Halftima:Waest
Virglnia 42, Chio 40
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Members of the West Virginia coaching staffs for today’s Sam A. Mumley OVAC All-Star
Baskelball Classic are, from left: Linsly’s Mark Dodd and Tyler Consolidated’s Rick Leach —
boys coaches. Girls coaches are Cameron’s Tom Hart, and Weirton Madonna’s Mike Del Re.

OVAC All-Star Basketball Games

The annual showcase that is
the Sam A. Mumley OVAC All-
Star Basketball Classic is set for
University

today at Ohio
Eastern’s Ney Center.
Senior  stars  from

Mountain and Buckeye states

will strut their stoff,

with the girls’ game, which starts
at 1 p.m. The boys™ will tip it at

330 p.m.

As has been the case since the
inception of this showcase, both
sides of the river are loaded with
scorers, which generally makes
for crowd-pleasing, run-and-gun

fireworks,

GIRLS

Ohio head coach Terry Jarrett
of Beallsville, along with his
assistants —~ Kim Appolloni of
Martins Ferry and Jackie Marook
of Steubenville Central — will
have a pair of first-team all-chio
players, who played their high
school balt right across the street
from one another, at their dispos-
al,

Bellaire’s Kacie Vavrek led
the OV in scoring this season at
just under 24 ppg., and will take

er considerable talents to Kent
State University next fall.

She scored 1,631 career

oints and was also named the
istrict 12 Player of the Year.

Her backcourt mate will be
Bellaire St. John's point guard
Arin Kress. Kress, a three-time
member of The Intelligencer’s
All-Valley first team, broke the
state’s career assist mark this sea-
son, finishing her career with
911. A 14.1 ppg. scorer this sea-
son for head coach Bubba Kapral
and she will head to Winthrop
University this season.

As well, there are two other
members of this season’s All-
Valley team on the Ohio roster:
Leighann Fry of River and Jenny

 On Tap

Campbeil of Union Local, Both
are two-time honorees.

Fry, who will play basketball
next  season at  Marshall
University, capped a brilliant
career for head coach Tom
Tisher's Pilots this season. She
averaged 17 pEg. during her sen-
ior seasomn. inished her four
years with 1,260 points, 815
rebounds and shot 70-percent
from the free-throw line. An All-
Ohio special mention selection,
she will also compete in the
Ohio-Kentucky all-star game.

Picase Sce OVAC Page 2]

_ Photo by Alex Kozlowski
Members of the Ohio coaching staffs for today’s Sam A. Mumley OVAC All-Star Basketball
Classic are, from left: Martins Ferry's Jeff Sabatino, Bamnesvilte's Rod Gray, Union Local’s Mike
Podlasiak — all boys coaches. Girls coaches are Martins Ferry's Kim Appelioni, Beallsville’s
Terry Jarrett, and Steubenville Central’s Jackie Marook.

Official Prettyman to be honored

Long-time Ohio Valley

four decades.

football and basketball official
Jack Prettyman has been cho-
sen as this year’s recipient of
the Robert Dawson OVAC
Basketball Officials Award
and will be honored during
ceremonies at today’s annual
Sam Mumley OVAC All-Star
Basketball "Classic. at OU
Eastern’s Ney Center.

One of the most recogniza-
ble faces on the valley officiat-
ing scene, Prettyman blew the
whistle on OVAC sporting
events for the better part of

Not only was Prettyman
one of the top high school offi-
cials in the tri-state area, he
was also a highly-rated cotle-
giate basketball and football
arbiter.

He was a member of the
Eastern 8 and Atlantic 10 bas-
ketball officials for 25 years
and officiated 26 West
Virginia Conference tourna-
ment championship  games
over the years,

Sce OFFICIAL Page 22
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staff.

Beallsville's Terry Jurett will
serve as the Lady Buckeyes’
head coach after he led his Lady
Blue Devils’ quint to 4 school
record in wins with a 19-3 mark
and the OVAC 1-A crown.

“It is 4 real privilege to be
coaching in this game,” Tarrett
said. “I don’t take any of the
credit because we had a super
group of girls this past season
that really worked hard.

“It is special to be a part of
this game because it is such a
prestigious event.”

Martins Ferry head coach
Kim Traversa-Appolioni will
serve on the Ohio staff after she
led the Lady Riders to an out-
standing 22-3 record and a berth
in Ohio’s prestigious “Sweet
16.” The Ferrians also captured
the OVAC 3-Atitle. ‘

~ The third coach for the Scarlet
and Gray will be Steubenville
Central head coacly JacKic
Marook who along with
Traversa-Appolioni were hon-
ored as Division 111 East District
co-coaches of the year.

The West Virginia staff con-
gists of Mike Delrac of Weirton
Madonna and Tom Hart of
Cameron.

Like the coaches, the players
know what an honor being
sclected to the OVAC game
behoids.

The Ohio girls’ team featores
three players who are headed to
Division I-A basketball scholar-
ships. :

Bellaire’s Kacie Vavrek, St
John Central’s Arin Kress and
River’s Leighann Fry will ail
continue their basketball careers.

. Vavrek, who is the all-time
girls’ scorer in Béllaire High his-
tory, will take her plethora of
skills to Kent State University.

“Being chosen for this game

is a4 greal honor,” the defending -

state high hurdles champion said.
“it is fun to play with people you
have spent your entire career
playing against.”

Kress, who is the Ohio all-
time assists leader in a career, is
bound for Winthrop University.

“It really means a lot to be
selected to play in this game,”
Kress said. “Being able to play
with players of this caliber is a
great honor. Everyone is able to
showcase their talents.”

Fry, who is the afl-time lead-
ing girls” scorer for Coach Tom
Tisher, is headed to play at
Marshall University.

Basketball is not the only
sport that the Ohio squad fea-

“tures a Division § athlete. St

Clairsville’s Lindsay Piccolini
will continue her volleyball
carcer at Eastern Michigan
University.

The remainder of the Ohio
roster consists of: Anna Morton
(Zanesville), Holly Cline
(Edison), Jenny Campbell
(Union Local), Tiffany Crum
(Beallsville), Chrissy DeVore
{Meadowbrook), Caitlin
McGarvey (Zanesville), 1.J.
Liberati (Bellaire), Jenn Fletcher
{Steubenville Central), Meredith
Moore (Buckeye Trail), Heather
Smith (East Liverpool) and
Holly Gavarkavich (Martins
Ferry). )

The Ohio boys’ squad fea-
tures size, talent, athleticism and

everything else that solid basket-
ball teams possess.

Shadyside High's Serge
Gentile is one of the featured
players on the Ohio squad. The
East District’s Division IV
Player of the Year is happy to be
on the Ohio squad and is looking
forward to the opportunity.

“It is an honor to be selected
to this game,” Gentile said.
“There is a lot of talent in this
game and I am looking forward
to playing in it.”

Another player excited to be
on the Ohio roster is St
Clairsville guard Brett Jordan.

“Being selected to this game
means you are one of the best in
the OVAC,” the modest Jordan
said, “This is a great game to end
your high school career in
because you are getting the
chance to play with (he guys you
have played against all season.”

Beallsville’s Aaron Boughner
who was the leading small
school scorer in the OVAC this
past season is on the team as is
Martins Ferry’s go-to-guy
Dareck Barr and two-time all-
Ohioan Jed Stephen of
Shenandoah.

Other members of the Ohio
team include: John Lester
(Steubenville), Brett Green (East
Liverpool), Rory Kroll
(Frontier), Kyle Greenlee (St
John Central), Devon Singleton
{Meadowbrook), Jon Miller
{Barnesville), David Thomas
(Union Local), Chris Maximo
(Cambridge), Jason Sanders
(Edison) and Carson Williams
(Buckeye Trail).

The West Virginia girls team
looks like consists of: Lauren
Gompers (Wheeling Park),
Jessica Yarter (Brooke), Mindy
Workman (John Marshail),
Hannah Heinzman (Magnolia),
Jade Eckleberry (Oak Glen),
Cori Schmidt (Tyler), Sarah
Setcavage (Madonna), Maria
Rohrig (Linsly), Miranda Sine
(Paden City), Janna Lamantia
(Madonna), Emily Duffin
(Wheeling Park), Ashley
Mroczkowski (Linsly), Susan
Goysovich (Weirton), Shanda
Mason (Cameron), Nathalie
Paulis (Wheeling Central).

The Mountaineers’ boys team
includes: Kirk Eastham
(Brooke), ‘Adam Davies
{(Weirton), Pat Simons (John
Marshall), Ricky Yahn
(Wheeling Central), Blake
Patterson (Tyler Consolidated),
Brett Ripley (Magnolia), R.J.
Zitzelsberger (Linsly), Brandon
Battista (Weirton Madonna),
Troy Krupica (Bishop Donahue),
Mike Drahos (John Marshall),
Matt McGuane (Wheeling Park),
Jacob Dailer (Wheeling Central),
Will Withers (Brooke), Aaron
Fitzwater {Tyler), Colin Walsh
(Linsly).

The OVAC All-Star game is
more than just a basketball game.

On game day, the players and
two guests will receive brunch at
Undos West in St. Clairsville.

There will aiso be a three-
point shootout for the girls and a
slam dunk competition for the
boys.

Former Shadyside High boys’
basketball mentor and current
guidance counselor John Stanko
is back for his second year as the
game director. '

. Vietnam, where he was a combat soldier.

Hensler to earn
Saffield Girls’
Coach Award

One of the Valley’s best girls’ coaches, Charles “Chuck”
Hensler. will be returning to the from Ananapolis, Maryland this
weekend...and for good a reason.

AL this weekend’'s OVAC Charity basketball games, Hensler
will be presented with the Richard Saffield Girls™ Couching
Award.

Hensler graduated from Follansbee High School and was
received his degree from West Liberty State College. After grad-
uating from college. Hensler was forced to

Hensler took the Weirton Madonna
head coaching job in 1989 and held the
position for six more years, of which were
very impressive. g@& '

. During his reign as the Lady Dons \»% S
boss. Hensler produced a host of titles \éfﬁ”_ﬂ’%
including: two OVAC titles, four West \/Z’ EG\\\%”
Virginia Section T titles, four West Virginia T
IIQS%L‘?I] [ titles and the most prized title, a state championship in

Hensler ended his career with a brilliant 107-50 record, with
only 12 of those losses coming to Single A opponents.

After leaving Madonna, Hensler went on to coach under Bill
Smith at Weirton High from 1996-1999.

_Alter retiring {rom Weirton Steel in 1999, Hensler and his
wife, Stephanie. moved lo Maryland, where he corrently works
as a Operations Supervisor for Central Atlantic Toyota.

Chuck and Stephanie have two children, a son Ryan and a
daughter Kelly.
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Campbell was the model of
consistency for head coach Rick
Jones, scoring 1,318 points in her
carcer and ljg;‘abbcd upwards of
600 rebounds. A third-team All-
Ohio selection, Campbell is unde-
cided on her college plans, though
she will play basketball,

Other players on the Ohio girls
roster are Bellaire's J.J. Liberati,
Martins Ferry’s Holly
Gavarkavich, Buckeye Trail's
Meredith Moore, Edison’s Holly
Cline, Zanesville’s  Caitlin
McGarvey and Anna Morton,
Beallsville’s  Tiffany Crum,
Steubenville  Central’s  Jenn
Fletcher, St. Clairsville’s Lindsay
Piccolini and Meadowbrook's
Chrissy Devore.

On the West Virginia girls’
side, head coach Mike Del Re has
NUMerous scoring options, includ-
ing Madonna's own Sarah
Setcavage, a first-team All-W.Va,
honoree.

Setcavage scored an OV-best
24.5 points per game and became
the Blue Dons’ all-time leading
scorer — both boys and girls. The
Wheeling Jesuit recruit also aver-
aged 18 rebounds per night and led
her team to the state semifinals
where it was defeated by eventual
champion Mercer Christian,

Wheelin Park’s  Lauren
Gompers, who's off ta 54, Francis,
Pa. neft season, can score with the

-

best of "en1. Another two-time All-
Vaolley performer, Gompers, who
wis named to the W.Va. Class AA
second unit, scored 22.5 ppg. this
season and cashed in 1,631 career
points.

Oak Glen's  Jade
Eckleberry, a first-team Class AA
All-W.Va, selection, led her
Golden Bears back to the state
tournament this season, scoring
more than 20 ppg. Her 59 3-point
goals led the Valley this season
and she hit seven tn a 3Y-point
effort against Madonna,

Del  Re is ~assisted by
Cameron's Tom Hart,

Other W.Va. girls performers
include: Brooke’s Jessica Yarter,
John Marshall’s Mindy Workman.
Magnolia’s Hannah Heinzman,
Tyler  Consolidated’s  Cori
Schmidt, Linsly's Maria Rohrig,
Faden City's Mirand Sine,
Madonna’s  Janna Lamantia,
Wheeling Park’s Emily Duffin,
Linsly’s Ashley Mroczkowski,
Weir's Susan  Goysovich,
Cameron's Shanda Mason and
Nathalie Paulus of Wheeling

Central,
BOYS

Much like the girls, the boys’
side of the ledger is not lacking in
both the scoring and All-Valley
departiments.

Nine All-Valley members will
showcase their talents for the tast
time, headed by three-time selec-

tion Serge Gentile of Shadyside,

In Gentile, Ohio head coach
Jeff Sabatino and assistants Rod
Gray of Bamesville and Mike
Podlasiak of Union Local, get a

layer who is capable of doing the
our things necessary to win ball-
games: score, rebound, distribute
the ball und hit frec throws.

Gentile scored 19.7 ppg., aver-
aged 5.1 assists, 4.5 rebounds and
hit 81-percent of his free throws.

The Valley's leading scorer,
Beallsville's Aaron Boughner also
figures to be a force to be reckoned
with today. Boughner pumped in
26.6 gpg. this winter for head
coach Scooler Toleda,

And don't forget all-everything
Jed Stephen of Shenandoah,
Stephen, who carned All-Ohio
first-team laurels in both football
and basketball, scored 26 point 4
night,

Other players on the chio ros-
ter: Martins Ferry’s Dareck Barr,
St. Clairsville’s  Brett Jordan,
Bellaire St. John's Kyle Greenlee,
Union Local’s David Thamas,
Barnesville’s Jon Miller, Buckeye
Trail’s Carson Williams,
Steubenville’s John Lester, Eust
Liverpool’s Brett Green, Frontier’s
Rory Kroll, Meadowbrook’s
Devon Singleton, Cambridge’s
Chris Maximo and Jason Sanders
of Edison.

West Virginia head couch Mark
Dodd of Linsly and assistant Rick

Leach ol Tyler Consolidated aren’t
exactly dealing with an empty cup-
board either.

Leuding the way are a pair of
miembers trom the W.Va. Class A
state champion Wheeling Ceniral
Maroon Knights and a pair of
standouts  from  Dodd’s * own
Cadets.

Central point guard Ricky Yahn
scored 13.7 ppg., 7.6 reoounds
and 3.8 assists, while shooting 37+
percent from 3-point land. His
teammai¢ Jacob Dailer also aver-
aged - 13.7 points & night and was
deadly from behind the 3-point
line.

But, if you're talking about
deadly 3-point shooters, the con-
versation Iprobabl should begin
with Linsly's RJ. Zitzelsberger.,
Zitzelsberger scored 21.5 p
second in the ‘Small School’ ranks
— and drilled a Valley-leading
78 bombs. His teammate for four
years, Colin Walsh is a gritty com-
petitor, who also starred as the
quarterback on the football team.

Other W.Va. boys players:

Kirk Eastham and Will Withers
of Brooke, Pat Simons and Mike
Drahos of John Marshall, Weir’s
Adam Davies, Tyler
Consolidated’s Blake Patterson,
Magnolia’s Brett Ripley, Weirton
Madonna’s  Brandon  Battista,
Bishop Douahue’s Troy Krupica
and Mait McGuane of Wheeling
Park.

\ p—

"Brinkman to receive

Earl Haberfield Award

Oune of the Ohio Vallev’'s most innovative
coaches will be honored this weekend at this week-

end’s OVAC Buasketball festivities,

Former Whecling High Basketball coach V.
Everett Brinkmun will be given the Earl Habertield
OVAC Basketball Coaches Award for Boys'

Wheeling in 1933 as both the football and basket-
ball coach. During his tenure he owned a record of

43-27-11 and never had a losing season.

As a basketball mentor, Brinkman was a pio-
neer of the two-handed jump shot and the tast
break. His combined Union-Wheeling basket-
ball record was 405 victories against 193

Coach. TR
A native of South Wheeling, Brinkman <8y \Lﬂﬁ (\ tosses.
was most noted for bringing some nine c@/‘\{(’
state titles back 1o Wheeling, [l *40, *43 and ‘50,

Everett took his roundbailers to the
state tournament o total of seven times,
and brought back the state title on five of
those occasions.

Nok only was he an outstanding basketball
coacl, but also very adept at footbull,

He piloted his teams to four state crowny -- at

s

)
S

game.

: ‘;.\ Brinkman earped state titles in 1936,
5 *38.

; During his last season as head
' coach in 1955, his team established am

Ohio Valley scoring record, which has
since been broken, ol 146 points in one

After retiring from couching. he devoted him-

self to the field of school administration as he had

Union High in 1928 and ‘31, and also at Wheeling a master’s degree from the University of
Highin 1934 and *37.

Brinkman sturted his couching career in

Pittsburgh.

Brinkman died on July 20, 1972.

West Virginia All Stars

Goysovich, Hannah Heinzman, Sarah Stecavage, Maria Rohrig,
Mraczkowski, Lauren Gompers and Mindy Workman.

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
REPRESENTING West Virginia in the 2002 Sam A. Mumley OVAC Charity Basketball
Game is this group of area performers. Front row, from left, are head coach Mike Delras,
Jade Eckleberr_y, Miranda Sine, Janna l.amantia, Cori Schmidt, Jessica Yarter, Shanda
Mason, Nathalie Paulis and assistant coach Tom Hart. Back row, from left, are Susan

Emily Duffin, Ashiey




Coaches, players honored
to participate in OVAC tilt

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sports Writar

The basketball stars of the Ohio Valley _Ath]etjc
Conference came out Monday evening ot media
night for the annual Samuel A. Mumley Ali-Star
Game.

‘The annual classic, set for Saturday, Marph ‘39,
pits the Ohio all-stars against the West Virginia
nll-stars at the Robert W. Ney Center an the cam-
pus of Ohio University-Eastern. )

The coaching staffs are definitely quality ones
since both the Ohio and West Virginia staffs are
voted upon by their peers.

Set to guide the Ohio boys is Martins Ferry
head coach Jeff Sabatino. Sabatino is back for his
fifth go-around in the annual classic. o

“I keep coaching in this game because it is an
honor when the other coaches in the OVAC vote
for you to coach in the game,” Sabatino said.

“I really enjoy the chance to get to coach the

best players on the Ohio side. These are the kids
you play against and prepare for, but now you get
to have them on your team and I reaily like that.”

Sabatino, who guided his Purple Riders toa 17-
6 record, berth in the district tourney and the
OVAC 3-A title, has a fine staff of coaches sitting
next to him on the Ohio bench.

Union Local head coach Mike Podlasiak will
serve as one assistant after he led the Jets to a dis-
trict runner-up finish and an 18-6 record. )

The third member of the Ohio staff is
Barnesville head coach Rod Gray. Gray produced
a 12-10 season for the Shamrocks.

The West Virginia head coach will be Linsly’s
Mark Dodd who led his Cadets to the 1-A OVAC
championship and a fine 19-6 mark. )

Dodd's assistant will be Tyler head coach Rick
Leach who led the Silver Knights to the state tour-
nament in Double A. _

The Ohio girls’ staff is as quality as the boys’

Ses, OVAC, Page B2 _

T Adam

from left, Jeff Sabatino (Martins Ferry), Rod Gray (Bamesville), Mike Podlasiak (Union Local)
Kim Traversa-Appoltoni (Martins Ferry), Terry Jarrett (Beallsville} and Jackie Maroo

(Steubenville Central).

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
SELECTED to coach the Ohio squads in the annual Sam Mumley OVAC All-Star Game are

1

k

BOYS
Class A
First Team
Chris Bialr, jr., Wairton Madonna;
*Aaron Boughner, sr., Beallsville; Kyle
Greonlaa, sr,, Bell. St. John; Jason
Ogden, roph., Bell. 5t, John; *A.J.
Zitzelsberger, sr., Linaly.
Second Team
Brandcn Battista, sr., Wairton
Madonna; Jeff Bowaers, jr., Paden City;
Troy Krupica, Jr., Bishop Donahus;
Choo Moughiman, sr., Conction Valley;
James Wallace, jr., Linsly.
Honorabla Mention

Beailsville: Zac Burkhart; Joay Crum;
Bridgeport: Donnla Wilzon; Camearon:
artley; Logan Wendl; Conotton
Valley: Eric Legstt; Linsly: Sam Milton;
Paden City: Jared Feldmeler; Walrton
Madanna: Eric Sperlazza.

lass AA
First Team

Dave Contraguerro, jr., Whaeling Cen-
tral; *Serge Gentile, sr., Shadyside; Rory
KreHl, sr., Frontier,Jarsd Mike, jr., Ryan
O'Leary, sr., Steub. Catholic; Ricky
Yahn, sr., Whosllng Central,

Secand Team .

Haath Adlen, jr., Fort Frye; Jacob Dailer,
sr., Whaealing Central; Bratt Hambleton,
&r., Wallsvilla, Evan Holimes, sr., Shady-
slda; Carson Williams, sr., Buckeye Trall,

Honorable Mention

Caldwell: Joa Chandler; Ryan Dimmer-
ling; Darek Sidweli; Fort Frye: Matt Bar-
ton; Stephen Resder; Frontisr: Sam
Rutherfard; Monroe Cantral: Kenny
Rohinson; Daerek Zwick; River: Kellan
Kish; Staup Catholic: Frank Petrella;
Toronto: Jesh Hughas; Mike Bamey;
Zach Thomas.

Class ARA

First Team
*Aaron Agnew, soph,, Bellaire;
Dareck Barr, ar., Martins Ferry; Bratt Jor-
dan, sr.,, St. Clairsviile; Anthony
Scarnecchia, |r., Union Local; Jedidiah
Stephan, sr., Shenandoah.
Second Team
Jon Miller, sr., Barnesvllie; Blake Pat-
terson, ar,, Tyler Consolidated; Mike
Saffla. sr., Indian Creek; Justin Schafer,
1., Unien Loeal; Devon Singleton, sr.,
sadowhrook; Ted Talkington, so.
Magnolia
Honorable Memntlon
Barnesvllla: Mike Walch; Belialre: Sen
Doyle; Harrlson Central; Steva Coffman,
Chace Smith; Indlan Cresk: Chris Dun-
can, Brett Schmied; Ma?nolla: Bratt Rip-
lay; Martins Farry: Willie Krupa, Percy
Walker; Oak Glen: Jered Gamble, Luke
Samples; St. Clairsville: Sam Kraly;
Tylar Consolidated: Aaran Fitzwater;
Union Locak David Thomas.
Class AAAA
First Team
Bratt Graen, sr., East Livarpeol; John
Leater, sr., Steubanville; Pat Simans, sr.,
John Marshall, *Brandon Todd, jr,,
Cambridge; Kyls
Zanasville.
Second Team
Piarre Curanton, jr., Wair; Michaal
Prahos, sr., John Marshall; Kirk East-
ham, sr., Brooke; Tim Pancake, sr,,
Beavar Local; Jason Sandars, sr., Edi-
son; Nick Stefanow, jr., Wheeling Park,
Honorable Mantion
Beaver Local: Darek Smith; Brooke:
Kyla Scherich; Will Withers; Buckeya
Locak: Josh Benton; Kyle Twardoazi;
Mike Yocumy; East Livarpool: Roasevslt
Kirby: Weir: Adam Davies; Whesling
Park: Matt McGuane; Charles Thomas;
Zanesvilla: Jardon Laar,
amR
GIRLS
Class A
Firat Taam
Amanda Ailisan, soph,, Cameron;
*Arin Kress, sr, Bell 5t. John; Maria

REPRESENTING Ohio in the 2002 Sam A. Mumle
€rs. Front row, from left, are assistant coach Jac
Fletcher, J.J. Liberati, Tiffany Crum and assistant coach Kim Traversa-

y OVAC Charity Basketball Game is this gro
kie Marook, Chrissy Devore, Meredith Moor.

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY
up of area perform-
8, Arin Kress, Jenn
Appolloni. Back row, from left, are Heather

Smith, Holly Cline, Jenny Campbell, Anna Morton, head coach Terry Jarrett, Leighann Fry, Holly Gavarkavich,

Kacie Vavrek and Caitlyn McGarvey.

Witucky, ar.,

Rohrig, sr., Linsly; Sareh Setcavags, sr.,
Welrton Madonne; Charity Sirest, soph.,
Beallsvilla.
nd Team

Tiftfany Crum, sr., Beallsville; Mar-
Raret DaCiman, jr., Mount de Chantal;

shlay Mroczkowski, |r., Linsly; Miranda
Sine, sr., Paden City; Sarah Stalder, |r.,
Beallsville; Andrea Stojanovic, sr.,
Mount ¢da Chantal,

Honorable Mamtion

Bishop Donahue: Laxi Fazlo; Mallory
Zearott; Bridgeport: Erin Harding;
Cameron; Tori Campbell; Shanda
Mason; Cenctton Vatlay: Rachelle Cols;
Linsly: Noells Adams; Mount de Chan-
tal: Lena Kalvans; Padaen Citg: Ashley
Cain; Rebekah Pryaor; Bell, 5t. John!
Jdana Ehni; Marri Kajfaz; Wairton
Madonna: Janna Lamantia; Chantel

Wujtow,
Class AA
Firet Taam
Krista Fergusen, sr., Fort Frys;
Kayteen Fitzeimmons, fr.,, Wheeling Cen-
tral; Jenn Fietcher, sr., Stauh. Cathollc;
*Leighann Fry, ar., River; Jenna John-
soh, Jr., Shadyside; Tristin Miracle, | "
Shadyslde; Kim Shockling, Jr., Caldwaell.
Sacond Team
Hesthar Arnold, ar., Fort Frye, Kath-
laon Gilligan, jr., Wheeling Central;
Mary Gilloon, jr.. Staub, Central; Lind-
say Romlck, |r., River; Tahi Taylor, sr.,

Frontler,
Honarabla Mantion
Buckeye Trail: Meredith Moore; Kim
Aose; Jessy Starcher; Caldwell: Heathsr
Sayrae; Fromtier: Trista Murphy: Shady-
ylde: Whitnay Brown; Wallsviie: Rachel
Klavuhn; Lynzey Lyle; Whesllng Central:
Chavon Robertson,
Class AAA
First Taam
Janny Campbell, sr., Unlon Logal; Lind-
say Coyne, Jr., Martins Farry; Jate Eck-
lebsarry, sr.,, Oak Glen; Lyndsay Ficcolfni,
ar,, St. Clairaville; *Kacie Vavrek, ar.,

Bellaira,
Sacond Team
Ashley Bruney, sr., Martins Farry;
Chrissy Devora, sr., Meadowbrook;
Janna Eckleberry, jr., Oak Glan; Hannah
Heinzman, sr., Magnolia; Shannon Lea-
sure, soph., Shenandoah; Bethany
Stranges, jr., St. Clairsville,
Honorabla Mantion
Barnsesvilla: Karri Anderson; Amy
Hinas; Bellaire: J.d. Liberati; Kristina
Tomlan; Harrison Central: Christa Eddy;
Angela Schradser; Indlan Cresk: NaNa
Taylor; Maqnoilﬂ: Beth Swaords; Mantins
Fa"f Holly Gavarkavich; Meadow-
brook: Tiffany Yousl; Oak Glan: Annia
Chaney; St. Clairsville: Leslle Massay;
Tylar Conselidated: Ashley Farguson;
Brittany Hagserty; Anna Meacklay; Union
Local: Emily Miller,
Class AAAA
First Team
Holly Cline, sr., Edison; Lisa Costallo,
ir.. Woeir; *Lauran Gompers, sr,, Whesl-
ng Park; Anna Merton, sr.,, Zanaesville;
Shersele Vossen, jr., John Marshall; Jes-
sica Yarter, er., Brookas.
Second Team
Emily Duffln, ar., Wheallng Park; Julie
Gompers, jr., Whaeling Park; Maddis
Lawthar, jr., John Marshail; Caitlin
McGarvey, sr., Zanesville; Heathar
Srnith, sr., East Liverpool.
Honaorable Mention
Beaver Local: Rachsl McCoy; Sarah
McCoy; Brooke: Mandy DiPasquala;
Jenna Frankenfield; Buckeye Local:
Katie Graham; Camhbridga: Julia
Androws; Michelle Todd; East Liverpoolh
Heather Brick; Yasmine Plumley; Edl-
son: Emily Reed; John Marshall:
Stephanie Luzadar; Wair: Susen Goyso-
vich; Jasmine Pandergasi. '
*-denotes captain



