By SETH STASKEY
Times Lender Sports Writer

The real cross country season has begun.

The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference crowned
its long-distance running champions Saturday
motning in Byesville. g
‘ The 2001 version of the OVAC meet proved
" to be one of the most competitive in a long time.

Barnesville’s girls won yet another overall title
with an impressive 42 point total. With the overall
title came the Lady Shamrocks' seventh consecu-
tive class title. John Marshall won yet another 4-A
title and finished second overall.

East Liverpool's boys took the overall male
title: with 91 points. Bellaire settled for second
overall as the Big Reds tallied 128 markers.

The Lady Shamrocks continued their domi-
nancg of local teams with the most recent perfor-
mance.

Coach Mark Brown's Lady ‘Rocks placed all
five runners into the top 24 of the field, which
included the individual overall champion.

“The girls really ran super. Our fifth girl had
an off day, but her sister picked it up for her. That
.is the thing about this team....we ﬁave 50 many

Barnesville,
St. John’s win titles

Bellaire,

kids who are so strong and they can pick it up for
each other,” said an elated Brown. “We have a Jot
of depth and what can you say about the Morgan
sisters?”

Though the Lady ‘Rocks have won the OVAC
banner for several years, the feeling never
changes for Brown and company.

“It never gets old because it is different kids.
We tell the kids this is the biggest meet of the reg-
ular season. We are now going to get some work
in and get ready for the districts,” Brown said.

The Lady ‘Rocks were once again led by
sophomore daridy Molly Morgan who captured
her inaugural OVAC title with a 19:38 clocking.

“It feels good. I was tired today running. It was
cold out, but that didn't bother me. I really like
this course and I thought I ran pretty well,”
Morgan said.

Senior Ruthie Morgan took the bronze medal
with a time of 20:01. Freshman ace Kris Schuerle
also performed well as she turned in a 20:50 to
gain all-OVAC honors with a 10th place finish.

Junior Angie Kemp finished 14th with a 21:26
and Sarah Anderson was the fifth Lady ‘Rock

T-L Photos/MIKE HARVILLA
TOP PHOTO: The runners begin the boys portion of
the OVAC Cross Country Champlonshlps on
Saturday moming at Meadowbrook.

ABOVE: Barnesville’s Molly Morgan heads to the

Saee, OVAC, Page 3C finish line 1o claim the OVAC Girls' individual title.
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across the line with a time of
22:09.

Bellaire finished second in 3-A
and third overall as the Lady Big
Reds accumulated 190 points.

Sophomore dandy . Aimee
Vavrek led the Lady Big Reds as
she gained all-OVAC with a fourth
place run and a time of 20.20.

Martins Ferry, which captured
the overall title a season ago, was
sixth overall and third in Class 3-A
as the Lady Riders mustered 208
points.

The Lady Riders were led by
sophomore ace Amy Bruney who
was fifth overall with a time of
20:23.

Senior standout Katrina Jones
finished eighth and gained alf con-
ference accolades with a time of
20:44.

ST, JOHN CENTRAL also en-
joyed a stellar day as the Lady Irish
captured the school’s first-ever 1-
A/2-A girls’ title.

Coach Dennis Delbert’s charges
finished fourth overall with 191
Eoints and that number was seven

etter than class rnner-up Shady-
side.

“This is something we have
worked towards. The girls
had several goals early in
the season and this was
definitely one of them.
It always seemed that
we had been snake-bit- [
ten with an injury or P¥e
something had gone %
wrong, so this is special
to these kids to get that
redemption,” an elated
Delbert said. .

The Lady Irish were led by their
onc-two punch of sophomore Bri-
anne Cattran and freshman Andrea
Zeno. ‘

Cattran turned in a strong sixth
place finish in a time of 20:25,
That was good enough to eam the
talented tenth grader ali-conference
honors.

Zeno, meanwhile, crossed the
line in 13th place with a time of
21:21. That finish also enabled
Zeno to become all-OVAC.

Senior Natalie Kozel was third
on the team as she crossed the line
as the 31st runner with a time of
22:28.

Marri Kajfez was fourth on the
teamn with a 56th place run and a
time of 23:22. Katie Tierney
rounded out the top five of the
Green.

“We knew Linsly and Shadyside
were good, but we thought that if
we went ouf and ran the way we are
capable, we shouldn’t need any
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help and I just maﬂy pleased with

everyone’s effort,” Delbert contin-

ued.

Linsly produced a pair of all-
OVAC performers. Freshman
Kalien Weaver continued to im-
press with an 11th place effort and
a time of 20:57.

Erica Lendon also ran well as
she was 17th in a time of 21:35.

In 4-A, Cambridge's Ashley
Dunigan captured the divisional
crown as she placed second overall
with a time of 19:46. The Lady
Bobcats® Brittany Uliman was ninth
4in a time of 20:48.

THE BELLAIRE BOYS’ cross
country program has come leaps
and bounds n the $ix years Armo
has been at the helm.

Six seasons ngo, Arno and com-
pany finished 22nd of 24 teams in
the conference meet, but this season

‘the Big Reds are champions of the

Class 3-A. The title marks the first
time in 22 years a Bellaire squad
has captured the OVAC cross coun-
try banner.

“This is a huge step for our pro-
gram to win this meet. T am kind of
numb right now. T am sure it will
sink it, but it is a real credit to the
kids and their work ethics.
This is another one of the
steps in the ladder to
where we want to go
and that is to the state
_ meet,” an excited
%7 Amo said.

Bellaire once
Q’ again used a fioe team
effort as, the Reds
placed three runners into
the top 20.

“ 1 told the kids if they just came
out and did what they were capable
of doing, we would be on-top. It
was a great performance all the way
around,” Amo continued.

Bellaire was once again led by
its leader, junior Jed Perko, who
placed sixth overall in a time of
17:05.

Sophomore ace Mike Carpenter
remained a solid number two as he
placed eighth in 17:12.

Sophomore Eric Wise continued
his banner campaign as he ran to an
18th place finish and a time of
17:33.

Chris Masling and Phillip Green,
who ran 47th and 31st, respective-
ly, rounded out the top five for Bel-
laire.

Barnesville finished one slot be-
hind Bellaire both in 3-A and over-
all as the Shamrocks’ boys placed
third with 135 points overall.

The Shamrocks were led by se-
nior ace Chris Perun, the defending
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BELLAIRE junior Jed Perko heads to the finish line en route to fin-
ishing sixth and helping the Big Reds claim the OVAC 3-A tille Sat-

urday at Meadowbrook.

champion, who settled for fifth this
season with a time of 17:01,

Also gaining all conference for
the ‘Rocks were sophomore Matt
Fiutern and senior Travis Taylor.

Fiutem placed seventh with a
time of 17:12, while Taylor settled
for 12th in 17:17.

Martins Ferry finished in fourth
place overall and third in triple-A as
the Purple Riders tnllied 198
points.

The Riders were led by senior
John Tierney who earned all-con-
ference with a ninth place finish
and a time of 17:15.

St. Clairsville, which won the 3-
A title a season ago, was led by ju-
nior Zac Brown who earned the last
all-conference slot as he placed
20th in a time of 17:37.

Harrison Central also produced
an all-conference runner. Junior
Matt Kidd finished in 15th place
with a time of 17:26.

Steubenville Central took home
the A/AA title as the Crusaders tal-
lied 292 points, which held off both
Caldwell and Shadyside to take the
team title. :

The Jefferson County school was
led by senior stundout Jacob Trom-
betta who finished I 1th overall in a
time of 17:16.

Shadyside had one runner eamn
ajl-conference. Senior Cole Elliot
led the Tigers as he placed 17th in a
time of 17:33,

River sophomore Pat McGuire
continued his fine campaign as he
placed 14th overall with a time of
17:21.

OVAGC CROSB cout
GIRL!

OVERA

TEAM SCORING. Bame:
ghall, 180; Bellaire, 19
Shadysida, 198; Mal
Zanesvilis, 212; Caldwe
Mar?‘nnﬂa. 242: Indian Ct
Park, 254; Edison, 311,
Wheseling Gentral, 328, O
owbrook, 381; Steubenv
St Clairsville, 456A.L

TOP2
1. Mally Morgan (Bamas),
gan {Camb), 19:46; Ru
0:07; Aimase Vavrak i
Brunay (MF). 20:23; Brit
20:25, Stacey Sada %
Johes WF), 20:44; Byl
20:44; Kris Schuerle (Ba
Waeaver (LIn), 20:60; Jad¢
Andrea Zeno (SJG), 2
LBarr\es). 21.26; Lal-gm
im Schockling (Cald), :
LI"R' 21:32; Brittany Zu
allory Hoadman (Brk), &
all {Waella), 21:44,
CLASS RE!
TOP1
AJAA
1. Brianna Catiran {SJC),
Andrea Zano {SJC}; Kin
Erica Laendon (Wells)
{Wells);, Shayla Halenk
Browi (Shady); Haldl ¢
Bethany Sloane {(WCG).
AAA

1. Molly Morgan {Barn
Barnes}e; Almes Vavrak
MF). Katring Jonas (1
Barnes); Jade Tutlie
Barnes), Whitney Jones

AAA)
1. Ashlay Dunigan {Camk
Brittany UWilman {Camb});
Brittany Zumpatta (Brk)
Brk); Rhlanne Thorn[;sm
Walr); Haathar Brick (I

Zanes). -

QVERA
TEAM SCORING: East L
128; Bornesvilla, 135,
Meadowbrook, 216; Wel
224: Wheealing Park, 26
Buckeye Local, 274, &
282 Caldwell, 304, 5
Clairsvilte, 334; Union L
Cantral, 365, Harrison Ce
shall, 424, Shenandoaeh,
tral, 441, Brooke, 474; A
499; Wellsville, 717.

All-OV

Top 20 -- 1, Justin Simps:
Monigomery (EL). 18:2¢
16:36; Davld Hesson (Ce
run (éamas). 17.01; Jed
Matt Fiuten (Bames), 1%
(Beli), 17:12; John Tiarm
Kinsay (EL), 17:16; Jak
17.16; Travis Tayior (Ba
Ti;:tun (Maadow), 17:20
17:21; Matt Kigd (HC), 17
17:29; Cole Elliot (Shad
EB'BII}. 17.33, Josh Simps.
own (SL.C), 17.37.
CLAS_F‘. FIE1
AL
1. David Hessgon {Cak
gCC); Pat McGuira (Riv,
hris Stephans (WGC
Cald), Martin Harold {
5JC}; Mika Beck (Sh
WCC)

) AAS

1. Justin Simpson (I
Barnes}, Jed Perke {
Barnes); Miks Carpents!
MF); Travis Taylor (Ba
Maadow); Matt Kidd (HC
AAA,

1. Mark Mant EL
Jake Klnsayg?EnLB)r';" ot
Gotschall é‘Carnb); Chirit

son (Barnes).

Prlce (EL); Evan Matt

Sleime (WP); Jamason U
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BELLAIRE junior Jed Perko heads to the finish jine en route to fin-
ishing sixth and helping the Big Reds claim the OVAC 3-A titte Sat-

urday at Meadowbrook.

champion, who settled for fifth this
season with a time of 17:01.

Also gaining all conference for
the ‘Rocks were sophomore Matt
Fiutem and senior Travis Taylor.

Fiutem placed seventh with a
time of 17:12, while Taylor settled
for 12thin 17:17.

Martins Ferry finished in fourth
place overall and third in triple-A as
the Purpie Riders tallied 198

ints.

The Riders were led by senior
John Tierney who earned all-con-
ference with a ninth place finish
and a time of 17:15.

St. Clairsville, which won the 3-
A title a season ago, was led by ju-
nior Zac Brown who earned the last
all-conference slot as he placed
20th in a time of 17:37.

Harrison Central also produced
an all-conference runner. Junjor
Matt Kidd finished in 15th place
with a time of 17:20.

Steubenville Central took home
the A/AA title as the Crusaders tal-
lied 292 points, which held off both
Caldwell and Shadyside to take the
team title. :

The Jefferson County school was
led by senior standout Jacob Trom-
betta who finished 11th overall in a
time of 17:16. :

Shadyside had one ruancr eain
all-conference. Senior Cole Elliot
led the Tigers as he placed 17thina
time of 17:33.

River sophomore Pat McGuire
continued his fine campaign as he
placed 14th overall with a lime of
17:21.

OVAC
Results

OVAC CRO5S COUNTRY RESULTS
GIRLS

OVERALL
TEAM SCORING: Barnesviils, 42; John Mar-
ghall, 180, Bellaire, 191; 5. John'a, 181,
Shadyside, 198; Martins Ferry, 208,
Zanasville, 212; Caldwell, 228; LInsIK, 238,
M:r?‘nulia. pa2: |ndlan Creek, 246; Whaeslin
Park, 254: Edison, 311; East Liverpool, 313;
Whealing Ceniral, 328, Osk Glen, 248; Mead-
owbrook, 381; Steubenvills 407, Tylar, 402;
St. Clalrsville, 456.

ALL-OVAC

TOP 20

1. Molly Morgan (Barnes}, 19:38; Ashlay Dunl-
Ban {Camb), 19:48; Rul Morgan {Barnes),

0:01; Aimas Vavrek (Bell), 20:20: Ainy
Brunay (MF), 20:23; Brianne Gattran (SJC).
20:25; Stacay Sada (JM), 20:26; Katrina
Jonas ﬂu‘lF), 0:44; Brittany Ullman (Camb),
20:44; Krls Schuarle (Barnigs}, 20:48; Kallan

Waavsr (Lin), 20;50; Jade Tutl (Befl), 20:57,

Kim Schockling (Cald), 21:28; Erlca Lendon
Lin[)6 21-32¢ Britany Zumpstta (Brk), 21:35.

allory Roadmar (Brk), 21:37; Lindsay Mack-
all {Walls), 21:44.
CLASS RESULTS

TOP 10
AAA -

1. Brianna Cattran {5JC), Kallen Weavar (Lln;;
Andrea Zena {SJGh Kim Schuckllnguoald .
Erica Landon (Wslls), Lindse ackall
gNelIs): Shayla Holenka {Shady); Whitnay

rawn (Shady), Heid! Schoeppner (Cald):
Bathany Sloane (WCC).

ARA

1, Molly Morgandﬁarnaa : Buthis Maorgan
Barnas); Aimee Vaviek ( allﬁ Arng Bruney
MF); Kalrina Jones (MF); Kris Schuetle
Barnes); Jada Tuttla {Bell}; Angle Kemp
Barnas); Whitney Jones {Magh Sarah Ander-
son (Bamas).

AAAA

1. Ashiay Dunigan (Camb); Stacey Sada &JM];
Brittany Ullman {Camb); Lakyn andle (Ed);
Brittany Zumpetta (Brk); Maflor Roadman

Brk); Rhlanne Thompson SEdg; cole Lama!
Welr); Haathar Brick {EL): Stacey Fineran
Zanas).
BOYS
OVERALL

TEAM SCORING: East Livarpool, 81: Baltaire,
128; Barnasvlitle, 135; Marting Fearry, 198;
Maadowbrook, 216, Welrlon, 2175 Qak Glen,
D34: Wheetlng Park, 267; Gambridga, 267,
Buchage Local, 274; Stsubenville Tentral,
262, Galdwall, 304; Shad side, 318 St
Clairsvilte, 334; Union Locaf, 334; Whaasling
Caniral, 360; Hanison Gentral, 383; John Mar-
shall, 424 Shanandoah, 428, 5t. John Can-
Wral, 441, Brooks, 474, Magnolia, 488, River.
459; Wellsvilla, 717.
All-OVAC

Top 20 - 1. Justin Slmpson 0G}), 15:56; Mark
Montgomery (EL}, 18:28; Hyan Smith (Brk).
18:36; David Hasson jCald), 16:43; Chils Pe-
run (Bames), 17.01; Jad Perko (Bell), 17:05:
Malt Fiutem (Barnes}, 17:12; Mike Garpanter
kaau). 17.12; John Tiemey 1(MF). 17:15; Jake
jnsey (EL), 17:16; Jake rombetta (BOC)‘
17:16; Travis Taylor {Barnes}, 17:17, Kohler
Tipton (Meadow}, 17:20; Pat WMeGulre (RW{.
17:21; Matt Kidd (HC), 17:26, Joe Prlce {EL).
17:20" Cole Elliot (Shady), 17:33; Erle Wise
gBeII), 17:33: Josh Simpson (0G), 17:34, Zach
rown {SLG), 17:37.,
CLAS_? FlE‘%ULTS
-]
_ AAA

1 David Hasson (Cald); Jake Trambelta
SCC); Pat MocGuire (Riv . Cole Elliot (Shady):

hris Slephans (WCG); Rab Mc onnell
Cald); Mariin Harold (SCC); Kevin Roush
&%C), Miks Back (Shady); JoJo Morgan

AAA

1. Jushin Sim%son (DGB: Chris Perun .
Barnas); Jed Perko (Be Ii, Matt Fiulem
Barnes); Mika Carpenter (Baell), John Tiemey
MF); Travis Taylor Bamas?: Kaohler TIPmn
Meadow); Matt Kldc}\ HG!; Erlc Wize (Bell).

1. Mark Mortgomery (EL); Ryan Smith (Brk),
Jake Kineey (EL); Josy Prica EL}); Ben
Gotschall (Camb); Chris Spears Py Tom
Price (EL}): Evan Mathews iBL ; Stewart
Slelme (W Camb).

); Jameson Ullman
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POCKETING its sixth straight OVAC cross couniry championship recently was this team from Bar-

nesville. In front, from left, are Christy Van Dyne, Jenny Jeffaris and Sarah Anderson. ’Baqk row,
from lsft, are Trinity Pickens, Krls Schuerle, Ruthle Morgan, Angie Kemp, Molly Morgan and Liza An-

derson. The Lady Shamrocks are coached by Mark Brown.

OVAC Champs

T-L Photo/SETH STASKEY

CAPTURING the school's first ever OVAC A/AA girls' team title at the 2001 OVAC Cross Country
Championship Is this team from St. John Central. Bottom row, from left, are Marri Kajfez, Brianne
Catiran and Natalie Kozsl. Back row, from left, are head coach Dennis Delbert, Laura Chesonis, An-
drea Zeno, Katle Tierney, assistant coach Ed Anderson and assistant coach Jeremy Midei.




Six Cross Country Champs Crowned

Six team champions were
crowned at the OVAC's annual
cross-country championships in
Byesville Sﬂmw but two of the
squads didn’t need maps to the win-
ners circle, _

The Barmesville girls® cross-coun-
try team had won three straight Class
AA titles before moving up to Class
AAA status this season but nothing
changed when the trophies were
handed out as the Lady. Shamrocks
claimed five of the top 10 individual
spots to run away with their first
triple-A crown at the Meadowbrook
H grl%]course.

e John Marshall girls won their
third straight Class AAAA champi-
onship in convincing fashion over
Zanesville while Bellaire St. John's
edged Shadyside for small-school
konors.

East Liverpool dominated the
boys’ Class meet with Weir a
distant second.

The boys’ Class AAA champi-
onship went to Bellaire in a mild sur-
prise over the Barnesville boys —
who had also claimed Class AA hon-
ors a year ago — while Class A-AA
honors went to Steubenville Central,

Oak Glen’s Justin Simpson ran
away with to
he blistered the 3.1-mile layout in
15:56.75. East Liverpool's Mark
Montgomery was second overall and
led the Class AAAA finishers at
16:28,92 while Caldwell’s Dave
Hesson was the top small-school har-
Tier with a time of 16:43.50.

Bamesville phenom  Molly

individual honors as -

Morgan won the girls’ overall cham-
ionship in 19:38.57 to key the
hamrocks® Class AAA team viclo-

ry. .

Ashley Dunnigan of Cambridge
was the first Class AAAA girl across
the line in a time of 19:46.74 while
Bellaire St. John sophomore Brianne
Catiran led the small-school ﬁirls
pack with a clocking of 20:25,94,

The top 10 finishers in each clas-
sification received awards from the
conference,

OVAC Cross Country Championships
(At BBuvIH.)
BOYS
Team Scoring
Class AAAA
1. East Liverpoo! 81; 2. Weir 217; 3.
Whasling Park_267; 4, éambridﬁa 287 B

Buckeye Local 274; 8, John Marshall 424; 7,
Brooka 474.

Class AAA
1. Bollaire 128; 2. Barnesville 136; 3. Martins
Ferry 198; 4, Maadowbrook 218; B. Oak Glan
2248, 5t, Clairaville 334; 7. Unlon Local 354;
&, Harrison Cantral 383; 8. Shenandosh 426;
10. Magnolla 483,

Class AA-A
1. Steubenville Cantral 292; 2. Caldwall 304:;
3, Shadysida 319; 4. Whaeling Cantral 380; &.
Bellaire' St. John 447; &6 River 4989; 7.

Wellsvitle 717.
AHé?VAC Teams

ass AAAA
Mark Montgomaery (EL) 16:28.92; Smith (Br
16:36.67; Kinsa ﬂ L) 17:16.21; J.Price {EL
17:29.18; Gotschall {Cam) 17:47.18; Spears
WP} 17:51.00; T.Price (EL; 17:61.35;
arthews {(Bul) 17:53.61; Slelme (WP}
18:01.39; Ullman (Cam} 18:07.08,

a88 .

Justln Simpson (0G) 16:56.76; Parun (Bar,
17:01.42; Porko (Bal} 17:05.B4; Fiutem (Bar
17:12.23: Carpantor (Bel) 17:12.57; Tlerney
!MF} 17.15.26; Tavlor éﬁar) 17:17.84; Tipton
1“7”33147620'“" Kidd (HC) 17:26.77; Wiss {Bel)

Class AA-A
Dave Hasson (Cal) 16:43.60; Trombatta (SC
17:16,73; McGulre (R} 17:21.28; Elilott {Sha
17:33.00; Staphens (WC 17:50‘1‘3; McConnel
Call 18:07.64; Harold {SC) 18:27.37; Roush
BSJ) 18:31.66; Beck (Shal 18:48.33; Morgan
WC) 16:49,54,
ame

GIRLS
Team Scoring

1. John Marshall 180; 2, Zanasville 212; 3.
Whesling Park 264; 4. Edison 311; 6. East
Uvarpool 313; 6. Steubenvlile 401,

1. Barnasviila 42; 2, Bellaire 190; 3, Martins
erry 208: 4. Mapgnolla 242; 5, Indian Cresk
246;'6. Onk Glon 348; 7. Maadowbrook 397; B,
Tyler Consolldatad 402; B'E" Clairaville 458,

Ciass AA-

1. Bellaire St. John 181; 2, Shadyside 198; 3,
Caldwell 229; 4. Linsly 238; 5. Wheeling
Contral 328,

Individusd Scoring

Class AAAA
Ashley Dunnigan (Cam) 12:46,74; Sada {JM
20:28,14; Ullman (Cam)} 20:48,18; Bandle {Ed
21;26.78; Zurnfutta (Brk) 21:37.76; Roadman
Brk) 21:44.14; Thompaon (Ed) 22:11.24;
emal [Welr) 22:20,80; Brick (EL) 22:31,08:
Finnaran (Z) 22:36.39,

Molly Morgan (Bar! 19:38,67; R.Morgan
Bar} 20:01.30, Vavrek (Bel) 20:20,18; Brunay
MF) 20:23.84° Jones (MF} 20:44.67; Schusrie
Burg 20:50.89: Tuttle (Beil 21:11.85; Kem
Har} 21:268,6B; Jonas (Mag) 21:46.41;
Anderson (Bar) 22:08.72.

Class AA-A

Brianna Cattran iBSJI 20:25.94; Waaver {Lin)
20:67.73; Zeno (BSJ) 21:21.21; Shockiln
1Cal) 21:32.27: Lendon (LIn} 21:38.17; Macka
Wall 21:46.23; Holenka (Sha) 21:49.34:
Brown (Sha} 21.58.67; Schoapner (Call
22:13.22; Sloane (WC} 22:18.57,

CAPTURING its first OVAC Class 3
tured, in front, is Chris Marling. S
Travis Southall and Philllp Green.
iing, Brandon McCort, Mike Carpen

OVAC Champs

-A championship in 22 years was this team from Ballaire. Pic-
scond row, from left, are Chris Jones,
Back row, from left, are Jed Parko,
ter and Matt Chacolas. Back left is

T-L Photo/JEREMY MIDEI

Eric Wise, Dave Hoiden,
Brice Antonik, Jordan Blum-
head coach Chris Amo.




'OVAC C-C championships
Saturday at Meadowbrook

By SETH STASKEY
Times Leader Sporis Writer

With October, comes the beginning of
what many cross country coaches and
enthusiasts view as the real season.

When the Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference hosts its cross country cham-

pionship Saturday morning at
Meadowbrook High
School, the rgial ?ea- “
son will definitely <&\ YA
be under way. P @
The OVAC [/
has found a new - §
home on the [4F
schedule. After \g @
coming during T
week I%ur of the 2/ l{x‘\\
season, the cross
country board and coaches
opted to move the meet to the first week-
end in October. -

Though the date is different, the goal
is still the same,

Action will begin in Byesville at 9
a.m. with the high school open races. At
10 a.m., the varsity races will hear the
sounding of the gun, _

When the race begins, there will be
runners from 33 schools competing in
three classes. The single- and double-A
field will be combined.

Of the three classes, dthe 3-A event
appears to be the most wide open.

pLeading the list of contenders in the
boys® race will be Bellaire, under the
guidance of Coach Chris Arno.

Arno’s army has enjoyed a stellar sea-
son thus far, gaining titles at
Newcomerstown, the Cal Pokas
Memorial, Cambridge and the OVCCL
this past weekend.

» The Big Reds are led by junior Jed

Perko and sophomores Mike Carpenter
and Eric Wise,

“We need to build on what we did
this past weekend, but can’t dwell on our
accomplishments. I really think
Barnesville and Martins Ferry — along
with us - atl have good chances. We
have to have a complete team effort to -
hold off those cther two schools,” Amo
said.

The Shamrocks do have title aspira-
tions as they captured the A-AA title a
season ago, but have bumped up a class
for this season.

Coach Mark Brown’s Shamrocks are
led by senior standout Chris Perun who
is seeking to defend his overall title from
a 5eason ago.

Perun is joined in the leadership
reigns by classmate Travis Taylor and
sophomore Matt Fiutem,

“I really feel we will be right in the
mix for both our class and the overall
titte. Three of the best teams in the
OVAC are all in triple-A. I think it is
going to be an exciting meet,” Brown
offered.

Martins Ferry, which has been a
strong second in several events so far
this season, is hoping to have a bust-put
meet.

Coach Joe Ellis” Riders are quite
capable behind the strong legs of senior
John Tierney, junior Mark Foster and
junior Chad Becca. All three have been
solid this season. .

“This may be one of the most com-
petitive races in years. I think Bellalre is
the favorite along with Bamnesville, but
not many people have been mentioning
the Purple Riders. I think if our first
three run well and our fourth and fifth
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make a move, we could be in the
hunt  with  Bellaire and
Barnesville,” Eilis remarked.

St. Clairsville is another school
that has been up and down thus far
this fall. The Red Devils are seek-
ing to defend their OVAC title
from a year ago.

The Devils will be ied into battie
by a trio of juniors in Bobby Fink,
Zac Brown and Allen Ward.

Oak Glen may not be a true
threat to the team title, but the
Golden Bears do possess one of
Perun’s biggest challengers for the
individual title. Junior Justin
Simpson, who has been running
very well this season, poses one of
the biggest challenges to Perun's
reign.

The girls’ side of the triple-A

- field should also be competitive

with Bamnesville, defending overall
champion Martins Ferry, and
Bellaire all in contention, o

Based on the regular season thus
far, the Lady Shamrocks appear to
be the favarite.

The Lady ‘Rocks have prevailed
at Watkins Memorial and .the
Belmont County meet as wel] as
Meadowbrook.

The western Belmont Countians
gre led by sophomore Molly
Morgan, senior Ruthie Morgan and
freshman Kris Schuerle. :

“Based on how we have mun so
far this season, I feel we are one of
the favorites. We have not seen
every team yet, so there could be a
decent team up north or in West
Virginia. We have had a lot of ill-
ness and that could always factor
into things,” Browa said,

Martins Ferry, which won the
overall crown a season ago, will
enter as another team to watch, but
the Lady Purple Riders need strong
performarices from their leaders.

Senior Katrina Jones and sopho-
more Amy Bruney lead the Lady
Riders and both figure to be in the
hunt for the individual title,

“I believe our girls’ team could
challenge for the runner-up spot in
3-A, If Katrina and Amy have a
good day, they should be challeng-
ing for the top three or four runners
in the race,” Ellis said.

Also leading the Lady Reds will
be freshman Jade Tuttle and
Chelsey Taylor.

Bellaire will be led into the meat
by sophomore ace Aimee Vavrek
who has been running well.

The Lady Big Reds will be with-
out a couple of runners due to
Homecoming festivities Saturday
in Bellaire.

“I think our girls team has an
outside chance at runner-up in
triple-A. We need our fourth and
fifth runness to step up,” Arno said.

The smaller schools will be just
as competitive as the 3-A division
with several teams holding strong
title aspirations,

The girls’ race appears to be one
of the most interesting with both St.
John Central and Shadyside run-
ning well this season.

The Lady Irish of Coach Dennis
Delbert are led by sophomore
Brianne Cattran and freshman
Andrea Zeno. The Lady Irish top
four are solid, but need a strong
performance from their number
five performer.

“Our girls have been coming on
lately, We will be up against a good
Shadyside and Linsly team and it
will all come down to who has the
best day. If we run how we are
capable of ninning, we have a good
chance,” Delbert said.

Shadyside, meanwhile, is led by
Junior Whitney Brown and fresh-
men Shayla Holenka and Whitney
Sketel.

The Lady Tigers have been solid
all season and could be primed for
a bust-out performance.,

“Caldweil, St. John’s and Linsly
all appear to be strong. St. John's
one and two runners are strong and
trying to break them up is a big key
for us. (You) can never count
Caldwell out because the are very
well coached,” said Joseplr.

Linsly will also be strong as the
Lady Cadets are led by freshman
ace Kallen Weaver who could be
among the top 10 overall, '

W Whedinn%s Cealhtml, Caldwell and
ellsville also all a to be for-
midable, ppear o

The small school boys should
also be a battle with no clear-cut
favorite,

Shadyside,, Caldwell, St. John's
and Steubenville Central could all
be in the hunt when the dust settles
Saturday,

The Tigers are led by seniors
Cole Elliot and Mike Beck. - .

“Caldwell, Wheeling Central
and Steubenville Central are £oing
to be tough. We have to have a
Bood effort one through five,”
Joseph said.

The Irish are led by seniors
Kevin Roush and Chad Oliom.

“We are looking to be
Tespectable and try to pull out an
upset in our class,” Delbert offered.

Steubenville Central, which was
strong at some early season meets,
is led by senior standout Jacob
Trombetta.

The 4-A class also a pears to be
wide open. Buckeye Loga] could be
listed us one. of the teams to watch
with freshman ace Evan Mathews,

Cambridge’s girls wil] be well-
represented with senior standout
Ashley Dunigan who seeks another
OVAC individual title, ‘



