
Barnesville, Bella,ire, 
St. John's win titles 
By SETH STASKEY 
Times Lellller Sports Writer 

The real cross country season has begun. 
The Ohio Valley Athletic Conference crowned 

its long-distance running champions Saturday 
morning in Byesville. • 

The 2001 version of the OV AC meet proved 
to be one of the most competitive in a long time. 

j3arnesville's girls won yet another overall title 
with an impressive 42 point total. With the overall 
title came the Lady Shamrocks' seventh consecu
tive class title. John Marshall won yet another 4-A 
title and finished second overall. 

East Liverpool's boys took the overall male 
title with 91 points. Bellaire settled for second 
overall as the Big Reds tallied 128 markers. 

The Lady Shamrocks continued their domi
nanc~ of local teams with the most recent perfor
mance. 

Coach Marie Brown's Lady 'Rocks placed all 
five runners Into the top 24 of the field, which 
included the individual overall champion. 

"The girls really ran super. Our fifth girl had 
an off day, but her sister picked it up for her. That 
. is the thing about this team .... we have so many 

kids who are so strong and they can pick It up for 
each other," said an elated Brown. "We have a lot 
of depth and what can you say about the MorglllJ 
sisters?" 

Though the Lady 'Rocks have won the OV AC 
banner for several years, the feeling never 
changes for Bro)Vn and company. 

"It never gets old because It is different kids. 
We tell the kids this is the biggest meet of the reg
ular season. We are now going to get some work 
in and get ready for the districts," Brown said. 

The Lady 'Rocks were once again led by 
sophomore dandy Molly Morgan who captured 
her Inaugural OVAC title with a 19:38 clocking. 

"It feels good. I was tired today running. It was 
cold out, but that didn't bother me. I really like 
this course and I thought I ran pretty well," 
Morgan said. 

Senior Ruthie Morgan took the bronze medal 
with a time of 20:0 I. Freshman ace Kris Schuerle 
also performed well as she turned in a 20:50 to 
gain all-OV AC honors with a I 0th place finish. 

Junior Angle Kemp finished 14th with a 21:26 
and Sarah Anderson was the fifth Lady 'Rock 

See, OVAC, Page 3C 
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TOP PHOTO: The runners begin the boys portion of 
the OVAC Cross Country Championships on 
Saturday morning at Meadowbrook. 

ABOVE: Bamesviile's Molly Morgan heads to the 
finish line to claim the OVAC Girls' individual title . 



Continued from page 1 B 

across the line with a time of help and I just really pleased with 
22:09. everyone's effort," Delbert contin-

Bellaire finished second in 3-A ued. 
and third overall as the Lady Big Linsly produced a pair of all-
Reds accumulated 190 points. OVAC performers. Freshman 

Sophomore dandy . Aimee Kallen Weaver continued to im
Vavrek led the Lady Big Reds as press with an 11th place effort and 
she gained all-OV AC with a fourth a time of 20:57. 
place run and a time of 20:20. Erica Lendon also ran well as 

Martins Ferry, which captured she was! 7th in a time of 21 :35. 
the overall title a season ago, was In 4-A, Cambridge's Ashley 
sixth overall and third in Class 3-A Dunigan captured the divisional 
as the Lady Riders mustered 208 crown as she placed second overall 
points. with a time of 19:46. The Lady 

The Lady Riders were Jed by Bobcats' Brittany Ullman was ninth 
sophomore ace Amy Bruney who ,in a time of 20:48. 
was fifth overall with a time of THE BELLAIRE BOYS'. cross 
20:23. country pro~ram has come leaps 

Senior standout Katrina Jones a~d bounds m the six years Arno 
finished eighth and gained all con- has been at the helm. 
ference accolades with a time of Six seasons ago, Amo and com-
20:44. pany finished 22nd of 24 teams in 

ST. JOHN CENTRAL also en- the conference meet, but this season 
joyed a stellar day as the Lady Irish the Big Reds are champions of the 
captured the school's first-ever J- Class 3-A. The title marks the first 
N2-A girls' title. time in 22 years a Bellaire squad 

Coach Dennis Delbert's charges has captured the OV AC cross coun
finished fourth overall with 191 try banner. 
points and that number was seven "This is a huge step for our pro
better than class runner-up Shady- gram to win this meet I am kind of 
side. numb right now. I um sure it will 

"This is something we have sink it, ~ut it is a real credit to _the 
worked towards. The girls ~=-=-~ kids ~nd thelf work ethics. 
had several goals early in VAl This 1s another one of the 
the season and this was ~'\.ic-----,,/.L> steps m the ladder to 
definitely one of them. c:§'1. -.. ~,..t,l where w~ want to go 
It always seemed that and th~! 1s to the ~tate 
we had been snake-bit- _"'""·'"' meet, an excited 
ten with an injury or , , Arno said •. 
something had gone ~ i'/ ~:,. . Jlellaue once 
wrong, so this is special ~ ~ agarn used a fine team 
to these kids to get that ~)'i;/1 c11~''5 effort as, the Reds 
redemption," an elated ~---,11~_,,c,Uc,.--IW placed three runners mto 
Delbert said the top 20. 

The Lady Irish were led by their " I told the klds if they just came 
one-two punch of sophomore Bri- out a~d d1d what they were capable 
anne Cattran and freshman Andrea of dmng, we would be on ·top. It 
Zeno. was a great perfo~ance all the way 

Cattran turned in a strong sixth around,"_ Arno contmued .. 
place finish in a time of 20·25 Bellaire was once agam led by 
That was good enough to earn' th~ Its leader, junior Jed Perko, who 
talented tenth grader all-conference placed sixth overall in a time of 
honors. 17:05. . 

Zeno meanwhile crossed the Sophomore ace Mike Carpenter 
line in i 3th place w'ith a time of remained a soUd number two as he 
21:21. That finish also enabled placede1ghthm 17:12: 
Zeno to become all-OV AC. Sophomore Eric Wise continued 

Senior Natalie Kozel was third his banner campaign as he ran to an 
on the team as she crossed the line 18th place finish and a time of 
as the 31st runner with a time of 17:33. 
22:28. Chris Marling and Phillip Green, 

Marri Kajfez was fourth on the who ran 4 7th and 51 st, respective
team with a 56th place run and a ly! rounded out the top five for Bel-
time of 23:22. Katie Tierney lrure. . . 
rounded out the top five of the Barnesville firushed one slot bc-
Green. hind Bellaire both in 3-A and over-

"We knew Linsly and Shadyside al\ as (!ie Shamrocks' boys placed 
were good, but we thought that if thrrd with 135 pomts overall. 
we we~t out and ran the way we are The Shamrocks were led by se
:apa ble, we shouldn't need any nior ace Chris Perun, the defending 
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BELLAIRE junior Jed Perko heads to the finish line en route to fin
ishing sixth and helping the Big Reds claim the OVAC 3-A title Sat
urday at Meadowbrook. 

champion, who settled for fifth this 
season with a time of 17:0 I. 

Also gaining all conference for 
the 'Rocks were sophomore Matt 
Fiutem and senior Travis Taylor. 

Fiutem placed seventh with a 
time of 17: 12, while Taylor settled 
for 12th in 17:17. 

Martins Ferry finished in fourth 
place overall and third in triple-A as 
the Purple Riders tallied I 9 8 
points. 

The Riders were led by senior 
John Tierney who earned all-con
ference with a ninth place finish 
and a time of 17:15. 

St. Clairsville, which won the 3-
A title a season ago, was led by ju
nior Zac Brown who earned the last 
all-conference slot as he placed 
20th in a time of 17:37. 

Harrison Central also produced 
an all-conference runner. Junior 
Matt Kidd finished in 15th place 
with a time of 17:26. 

Steubenville Central took home 
the A/ AA title as the Crusaders tal
lied 292 points, which held off both 
Caldwell and Shadyside to take the 
team title. 

The Jefferson County school was 
led by senior standout Jacob Trom
betta who finished I I th overall in a 
time of 17:16. 

Shadyside had one runner earn 
all-conference. Senior Cole Elliot 
led the Tigers as he placed 17th in a 
time of 17:33. 

River sophomore Pat McGuire 
continued his fine campaign as he 
placed 14th overall with a time of 
17:21. 

OVA1 

ResL 
OVAC CROSS COUt 

GIRL! 
OVEAA 

TEAM SCORING: Barnet 
i;hall

1 
180; Bellaire, 19 

Shaayside, 198; Mai 
Zanesville, 212•

1 
Caldwe 

Magnolia, 242; ndian Ct 
Park, 254; Edison, 311; 
Wheeling Central, 328; 0 
owbrook, 381; Steubenv 
St Clalrsvme. 456. 

ALL-OV 
TOP2 

1. Molly f-Aorgan (Barnes), 
gen (Camb), 19:46; Ruth 
20:01; Aimee Vavrek 1 
Bruney (MF). 20:23; Brl! 
20:25; Stacey Seda (J 
Jones (MF), 20:44; BrlttJ 
20:44; Kris Schuerle (Ba 
Weavor (Un), 20:50;._ Jad1 
Andrea Zeno (SJL;), 2 
(Barnes), 21 :26; Lakyn 
f<im Schockllng (Cald), ; 
(Llnl, 21 :32; Britteny Zu1 
Malfory Roadman (Brk), ~ 
ell (Wells), 21 :44. 

CLASS RE! 
TOP1 

A/A/l 
1, Brianne Cattran (s..JC); 
Andrea Zeno {SJC); Km 
Erica Lendon (Wells) 
(Wells); Shayla Holenk, 
Browll (Shady); Heidi f 
Bethany Sloane (WCC). 
AAA 
1. Molly MorganJBarm 

!
Barnes); Aimee avrek 
MF); Katrina Jones (f 
Barnes); Jade Tullis t 
Barnes); Whitney Jones 

,son (Barne~). 
AAA1 

1, Ashley Dunigan (Camt 
Brittany Ullman (Camb): 
Brittany Zumpella (Brk) 

!Blkl; Rhianna Thompso, 
We r), Heather Br!c"k \I 
Zanes). 

BOY! 
OVEAft 

TEAM SCORING. East L 
128; Barnesvme, 135; 
Meadowbrook, 216; We!1 
224·kWhoel!ng Park, 26 
Bue eya Local, 274, S' 
292; Caldwell. 304: S 
Cla!n;vllte, 334; Union L 
Cenfrnl, 360; Harrison Ce 
shall, 424, Shenandoah, 
Im.I, 441. Brooke, 474; ,-, 
499; Wellsville, 717, 

AJI-OV, 
Top 20 -- 1, Juslln Slrnps, 
Montgomery (EL), 10:2f 
16:36..i Davld Hesson JC• 
run (ttames), 17:01; ed 
Matt Fiulem (Barnes), 1~ 
(Bell), 17:12; John T1ernt 
Kinsey (EL), H:16; Jak 
17:16; lrevls Taylor (Ba 
llpton (Meadow), 17:20 
17:21; Mall Kidd (HG), 1i 
17:29; Colo Elliot (Shad 
(Bell). 17:33; Josh S.,mps 
Srown (SLC), 17:37 

CLASS RE 

T~,J 
1. David Hesson (Cah 
(SCC); Pal McGuire (R~ 
Chris Stephans (WGL 

!Cal~); Martin Harold ( 
SJ1f Mike Beck (Sh 
WC ). AAft 

1. Justin Simpson (l 

!
Barnes); Jed Perko ( 
Barnes); Mike Carpente, 
MF); Trevis Taylor fBa 
Meadow); Matt Kidd HC 

AAA, 
1. Mark MonlQ0!!10f)' (El 
Jake KlnEiey (EL): Jo, 
Gotschall icarnb); Chrli 
Price (EL ; Even Matt 
Slelme (W ); Jameson U 
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BELLAIRE junior Jed Perko heads to the finish line en route to fin

ishing sixth and helping the Big Reds claim the OVAC 3-A tttle Sat

urday at Meadowbrook. 

champion, who settled for fifth this 

season with a lime of I 7 :0 I. 
Also gaining all conference for 

the 'Rocks were sophomore Matt 

Fiutem and senior Travis Taylor. 
Fiutem placed seventh with a 

time of J 7: I 2, while Taylor settled 
for 12th in 17:17. 

Martins Ferry finished in fourth 
place overall and third in triple-A as 

the Purple Riders tallied 198 

points. 
The Riders were led by senior 

John Tierney who earned all-con

ference with a ninth place finish 

andatimeof17:15. 
St Clairsville, which won the 3-

A title a season ago, was led by ju
nior Zac Brown who earned the last 

all-conference slot as he placed 

20th in a time of 17:37. 

Harrison Central also produced 

an all-conference runner. Junior 

Matt Kidd finished in I 5th place 

with a time of 17:26. 
Steubenville Central took home 

the AfAA title as the Crusaders tal

lied 292 points, which held off both 

Caldwell and Shadyside to take the 

team title. 
The Jefferson County school was 

led by senior standout Jacob Trom
betta who finished I I th overall in a 

time of 17:16. 
Shadyside had one runner earn 

all-conference. Senior Cole Elliot 

led the Tigers as he placed 17th in a 

time of 17:33. 
River sophomore Pat McGuire 

continued his fine campaign as he 

placed 14th overall with a time of 

17:21. 

OVAC 
Results 

OVAC CROSS COUNTRY AESUL TS 
GIRLS 

OVERAU 
TEAM SCORING: 8arnesvll1e, 42; John Mar, 

shelli 180; Bellaire, 191; St. John's, 191; 

Shaayslde, 198; Martins Ferry, 208; 

Zanesville, 212·! Caldwell, 229; Unsly, 238; 

Magnolla, 242; ndlan Creek, 246; Wheellng 

Park., 254; Edison, 311; East Liverpool, 313; 

Wheeling Central, 328; Oak Glen, 348; Mead 

owbrook, 381; Steubenville 401; Tyler, 402, 

SL Clalrsvllle, 456. 
AU-OVAC 

TOP20 
1. Molly Morgar, (Bernes), 19:38; Ashley Dunl· 

gan {Camb), 19:46; Aultue Morgan {Barnes), 

20:01; Aimee Vevrek (Bell).t.. 20:~0: Amy 

Bruney (MF), 20:23; Brianne vettran {SJC), 

20:25; Stacey Seda (JM), 20:2B; Kalrlnn 

Jooes (MF), 20:44· Brittany Ullman (Cambl, 

20:44: Krls $chuei-le (Barnes), 20:48; Kallen 

Weaver (Un), 20:60C· Jade Tutlle (Befl), 20:57: 
Andrea Zeno (SJ ), 21 :21· Angle Kemp 

(Barnes), 21:26; Lakyn Bendle (Ed), 21:26: 

Kim Schockllng {Cald), 21 :26; Erice Lendon 

(Un). 21:32: Brittany Zumpetta (Brk), 21:35. 

Mallory Roadman (Brk), 21:37; Lindsay Mack· 

ell (Walls). 21 :44. 
CLASS RESULTS 

TOP10 
A/AA • 

1. Brianne Cattran (SJC); Kallen Weaver (Un;: 

Andrea Zeno (SJC); Kim Schockllng (Geld : 

Erica Lendon (Walls); Lindsey Mackall 

(Wells): Shayla Holenka (Shady); Whitney 

Brown (Shady): Heidi Schoeppner (Cald): 

Bethany Sloane (WCC). 
AAA 
1. Molly Morgan (Barnes); Ruthie Morgan 

!
Barnes); Aimee Vavrek (Sall): Amy Bruney 

MF); Katrina Jones (MF): Kris Schuerle 

Barnes); Jade Tuttle (Belt); Angle Kemp 

Barnes); Whitney Jones (Mag); Sarah Ander· 
,son (Barnes). 

AAAA 
1. Ashley Dunigan (Camb); Stacey Sada (JM); 

Brittany Ullman (Camb); Lakyn Bendle (Ed); 

Brittany Zumpetta (Brk); Mallory Roadman 

lBrk); Rhlanne Thompson \Edi; Nlcole Lema! 
Weir); Heather Brick (EL ; ~tacey Flneron 

Zanes). 
BOYS 

OVERALL 
TEAM SCORING, East Liverpool, 91; Bellalm. 

128; Barnesvllle, 135; Martins Ferry, 188; 

Meadowbrook, 216: Weirton 217; Oak Glen, 

224; Whee!lng Park, 267; Cambridge, 267. 

Buckeye Local, 274; Steubenville Cenlrn!. 

292; Caldwell. 304; Shadyside, 319; SL 

Clalrsvllle, 334; Union Local, 354; Wheeling 

Central, 360; Harrison Central, 383; John Mm· 

shall, 424· Shenandoah, 428; St. John Cen

tral, 441, Srooke1 474; Magnolia, 488; River. 

499; Wellsville, 717. 
All-OVAC 

Top 20 - 1. Justin Simpson (OG), 15:56; Mar~ 

Montgomery (EL), 16:28· Ftyan Smith (Brk). 

16:36; David Hesson JCald), 16:43; Chrls Pe· 

run (Barnes), 17;01; ed Pefko (Bell), 17:05; 

Malt Flutem (Barnes), 17:12/.Mlke Carpenter 

(Bell), 17:12; John Ti-emey (MF), 17:15· Jake 

Kinsey {EL), 17:16; Jake irombelta (SCC), 

17:16; iravls Taylor (Barnes), 17:17·, Kohler 

Tipton (Meadow). 17:20; Pat McGuire (Riv), 

11:21; Matt Kidd (HCJ, 17:26; Joey Price (EL). 

17:29: Cole Elliot (Shady), 17:33; Eric Wlse 

/Bell). 17:33!· Josh Simpson (OG), 17.34; Zach 
l'.3rown (S!.C, 17:37. 

CLASS RESULTS 
Tg}'J_O 

1 David Hesson (Cald): Jake Trombettil 

(SGC); Pat McGuire (Riv); Cole Elllot (Shady) 

Chris Stephans (WCC); Rob McConnell 

!Caly; Martin Harold (SCC); Kevin Roush 
SJC ; Mike Beck (Shady); JoJo Morgan 
we). 

AAA 
1, Juslin Simpson (OG); Chris Perun. 

!
Barnes); Jed Perko (Belll, Matt Fiulem 

Barnes); Mike Carpenter (Be I); John Tierney 

MF); Travis Taylor (Barnes); Kohler Tlpton 

Meadow): Matt Kld1~J Eric Wise (Bell). 

1. t,.i\ark Montgomery JEL); Ryan Smith (Brk), 

Jake Kinsey (EL); oey Price (EL); Ben 

Gotschall iCamb); Chris Spears \:WPi: Toni 
Price (EL : Evan Mathews (BL : Stewart 

Slelme (W ); Jameson Ullman (Camb). 



O\IAC Champs-

T-L Photo/JEREMY MIDEI 

POCKETING Its sixth straight OVAC cross country championship recently was this team from Bar

nesville. In front, from left, are Christy Ven Dyne, Jenny Jefferis and Sarah Anderson. \:lack row, 

from left, are Trinity Pickens, Kris Schuerle, Ruthie Morgen, Angle Kemp, Molly Morgan and Liza An

derson. The Lady Shamrocks are coached by Mark Brown. 

OVACChamps 

T-L Photo/SETH ST ASKEY 

CAPTURING the school's first evar OVAC A/AA girls' team title at the 2001 OVAC Cross Country 

Championship Is this team from St. John Central. Bottom row, from left, are Marri Kajfez, Brianne 

Cettren and Natalie Kozel. Back row, from left, are head coach Dennis Delbert, Laura Chesonls, An-

drea Zeno, Katie Tierney, assistant coach Ed Anderson and assistant coach Jeremy Mldel. • • 



Six Cross Country Champs Crowned 
Six team champions were 

crowned at the OV AC's annual 
cross-country championships in 
Byesville Saturday but two of the 
squads didn't need maps to the win
ners circle. 

The Barnesville girls' cross-coun
try team had won three straight Class 
AA titles before moving up to Class 
AAA status this season but nothing 
changed when the trophies were 
handed out as the Lady Shamrocks 
claimed five of the top 10 Individual 
spots to run away with their first 
triple-A crown at the Meadowbrook 
Hfgh course. 

The John Marshall girls won their 
third straight Class AAAA champi
onship In convincing fashion over 
Zanesville while Bellaire St John's 
edged Shadyside for small-school 
honors. 

East Liverpool dominated the 
boys' Class Ali.AA meet with Weir a 
distant second. 

The boys' Class AAA champi
onship went to Bellaire in a mild sur
prise over the Barnesville boys -
who had also claimed Class AA hon
ors a year ago - while Class A-AA 
honors went to Steubenville Central. 

Oak Glen's Justin Simpson ran 
away with top individual honors as 
he blistered the 3.1-mile layout in 
15:56.75. East Liverpool's Mark 
Montgomery was second overall and 
led the Class AAAA finishers at 
16:28.92 while Caldwell's Dave 
Hesson was the top small-school har
'rier with a time of 16:43.50. 

Barnesville phenom Molly 

Morgan won the girls' overall cham
pionship in 19:38.57 to key the 
Shamrocks' Class AAA team victo-
ry. . 

Ashley Dunnigan of Cambridge 
was the first Class AAAA girl across 
the line in a time of 19:46.74 while 
Bellaire St John sophomore Brianne 
Cattran led the small-school girls 
pack with a clocking of 20:25.94. 

The top 10 finishers in each clas
sification received awards from the 
conference. 

OVAC Croa Country Ch.amplontMp• 
!At BynvlH•I 

BOYS 
TNrn Scoring 
Clu■ AAAA 

1, East Liverpool 911:· 2. Weir 217: 3. Wheellng Park 267; 4. ambridge 267; 6. 
Buckeye Local 274; B. John Marshall 424; 7. 
Brooke 474. 

Clu■ AAA 
1. Bellaire 128; 2. Bam88Vllle 136_; 3. Martins 

Ferry 198; 4, Meadowbrook 216; 0. O11k Glen 
224· 6. St Clafravl/le 33-4; 7. Union Local JS..; 
8, Harrison Central 383; 9. Shenandoah 426; 
10. Magnolia •aa. 

CJmAA•A 
1. Steubenville Central 292; 2. Caldwell 30(; 

3, Shadyalda 319; (, Wheeling Central 360; 6. 
Bellaire St. John (41; 6. River 499; 7. 

OVACChamps 

WaHsvllle 717. 
AII-OVAC Tum, 

ClauAAAA 
Mark Montgomery (EL) 16:28.92; Smith {Brl 

16:36,67; Kinsey \!ELI 17:16.21, J.Prfce IEL 17:29.19; Gotsche I {Cam) 17:47.18; Spears 
IWPI 17:51.00; T.Prlce !El/ 17:61.36!· Manhewe (Bul) 17:63.61· S elme (WP 
18:01.39; Ullman (Cam) 10:07.oa. 

CJna.AAA . 
Justin Simpson (OG) 16:66,76· Perun IB"'/ 17:01.•2; Perko (Bel) 17:06.B4.t Flutsm Bar 

17:12,22; Carpenter (Bel) 17:12.57; Tierney 

IMFI 17:16.26; Taylor (Ber) 17;17.~.,t TIP:ton Me 17:20.44; Kidd (HC) 17:26.77; vvIee (Bel) 
17:33.46. 

Clu■ AA·A 
Dave HeSBon (Cal) 16:43.50; Trombetta (SCI 

17:16,73; McGuire ~} 17:21.26j Elllott (Sha 
17:33.00; Stephen■ C~17:60,.!3; Mcconnel 

!Cell 18:07.6_"t Haro d SC) 18:27.37; Roush BSJ) 18:31,i,t,; Beck IS a) 18:49.33; Morgan 
WC) 18:49.94. 

• •• GIRLS 
TNmSt:Oril}g 
ClanAAAA 

1. John Marshall 180; 2. Zanesville 212; 3. 
Wheeling Park 264; 4, EdlBOn 311; 6. East 
Uverpool 313; 6. Steubenvllle 401. 

Clu■ AAA 
1. Bameevltle •2; 2. Bellaire 190; 3. MartJns Fe[fY 208· 4. Magnolla 242; 5, lndlan Creek 2•a: 6. oak Glen J•a· 7. Meadowbrook 381· e. Tyler Consol/dated 402; 9. St Clairsville 46e. 

Clu■ AA·A 
1. Bellaire St John 191; 2. ShedV8Ide 198; 3, 

Caldwell 229; 4. Unsly 238; E,, Wheeling 
Central 328, 

Individual Scoring 
Clu■ AAAA 

Ashley Dunnigan (Cam) 19:48,7(· Sada (JMI 20:26. U; Ullman (Cam) 20:48.18
7· ~endle (Ed 

21:26.78· Zumpetta (Brk) 21:37, 6; Roadman 
fBtkl 2i:4 •. 14LThompson (Ed) 22:11.24; 
lemal !Weir) .u:28.80; Brick (EL) 22:31.08; 
Finneran (Z) 22:36.39, 

Clu■ AAA 
Molly Morgan (Bar/ 19:38.57; A.Morgen 

!
Bar) 20:01.30; Vavrek Bel) 20:20.19,t, Bruney 
MF) 20:23.Bji Jones (MF) 20:44.67i.. ~chuerle 
Bar\ 20:50.~: Tuttle (Bel) 21:11.ts6; Kemp Bar 21:26,68; Jones (Mag) 21:46.41; 

Anderson (Bar) 22:09,72. 
a ... AA-A 

Brianna Cattran \BSJ) 20:25.94; Weaver (Lin) 
20:67.73· Zeno BSJ) 21:21.21· Shackling 

!Cell 21:32.27[ Lendon !Lin) 21:35.171 Mackell Wei) 21:46.:.t:3; Helenka (Sha) .!1:49,34· 
Brown (Sha) 21:68,67_; Schoepner (Calf 
22:13.22; Sloane {WC) 2.!:18.57, 

T-1. Pholo/JEREMY MIDE1 CAPTURING Its first OVAC Class 3-A championship In 22 years was this team from Bellaire. Pie· tured, In front, Is Chris Marting. Second row, from left, are Chris Jones, Erio Wlse, Dave Holden, Travis Southall and Phillip Green. Back row, from left, are Jed Perko, Brice Antonlk, Jordan Blum• ling, Brandon McCort, Mike Carpenter and Matt Chacolas. Back left Is head coach Chris Amo. 



OVAC C-C championships 
Saturday at Meadowbrook 
By SETH STASKEY 
Tlm<s Leild<r Sports Writer 

With October, comes the beginning of 
what many cross country coaches and 
enthusiasts view as the real season. 

When the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference hosts its cross country cham
pionship Saturday morning at 
Meadowbrook High 
School, the real sea
son will definitely 
be under way. 

The OVAC 
has found a new • 
home on the 
schedule. After 
coming during 
week four of the 
season, the cross 
country board and coaches 
opted to move the meet to the first week
end in October. 

Though the date is different, the goal 
is still the same. 

Action will begin in Byesville at 9 
ai:n. with the high school open races. At 
10 a.m., the varsity races will hear the 
sounding of the gun. . 

When the race begins, there will be 
runners from 33 schools competing in 
three classes. The single- and double-A 
field will be combined. 

Of the three classes, the 3-A event 
appears to be the most wide open. 

Leading the list of contenders in the 
boys' race will be Bellaire, under the 
guidance of Coach Chris Arno. 

Arno's army has enjoyed a stellar sea
son thus far, gaining titles at 
Newcomerstown, the Cal Pokas 
Memorial, Cambridge and the OVCCL 
this past weekend. 
, The Big Reds are led by junior Jed 

Perko and sophomores Mike Carpenter 
and Erle Wise. 

"We need to bulld on what we did 
this past weekend, but can't dwell on our 
accomplishments. I really think 
Barnesville and Martins Ferry - along 
with us - all have good chances. We 
have to have a complete team effort to • 
hold off those other two schools." Arno 
said. 

The Shamrocks do have title aspira
tions as they captured the A-AA title a 
season ago, but have bumped up a class 
for this season. 

Coach Mark Brown's Shamrocks are 
led by senior standout Chris Perun who 
is seeking to defend bis overall title from 
a season ago. 

Perun is joined in the leadership 
reigns by classmate Travis Taylor and 
sophomore Matt Fiutem. 

"I really feel we will be right in the 
mix for both our class and the overall 
title. Three of the best teams in the 
OVAC are all in triple-A. I think it is 
going to be an exciting meet," Brown 
offered. 

Martins Ferry, which has been a 
strong second in several events so far 
this season, is hoping to have a bust--0ut 
meet 

Coach Joe Ellis• Riders are quite 
capable behind the strong legs of senior 
John Tierney, junior Mark Foster and 
junior Chad Becca All three have been 
solid this season. 

"This may be one of the most com
petitive races in years. I think Bellalre is 
the favorite along with Barnesville, but 
not many people have been mentioning 
the Purple Riders. I think if our first 
three run well and our fourth and fifth 
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make a move, we could be in the 
bunt with Bellaire and 
Barnesville," Eilis remarked. 

St Clairsville is another school 
that has been up and down thus far 
this fall. The Red Devils are seek
ing to defend their OV AC title 
from a year ago. 

The Devlls will be led into battle 
by a trio of juniors in Bobby fink, 
Zac Brown and Allen Ward. 

Oak Olen may not be a true 
threat to the team title, but. the 
Golden Bears do possess one of 
Perun 's biggest challengers for the 
individual title. Junior Justin 
Simpson, who has been running 
very well this season, poses one of 
the biggest challenges to Perun's 
reign. 

The girls' side of the triple-A 
field should also be competltive 
with Barnesvilie, defendlng overall 
champion Martins Ferry, and 
Bellaire all in contention. 

Based on the regular season thus 
far, the Lady Shamrocks appear to 
be the favorite. 

The Lady 'Rocks have prevailed 
at Watkins Memorial and .the 
Belmont County meet as well as 
Meadowbrook. 

The western Belmont Countians 
are led by sophomore Molly 
Morgan, senior Ruthie Morgan and 
freshman Kris Schuerle. 

"Based on how we have run so 
far this season, I feel we are one of 
the favorites. We have not seen 
every team yet, so there could be a 
decent team· up north or in West 
Virginia We have had a lot of Ill
ness and that could always factor 
into things," Brown said. 

Martins Ferry, which won the 
overall crown a season ago, wlll 
enter as another team to watch, but 
the Lady Purple Riders need strong 
perfonnances from their leaders. 

Senior Katrina Jones and sopho
more Amy Bruney lead the Lady 
Riders and both figure to be in the 
hunt for the indlvidual title. 

"I believe our girls' team could 
challenge for the runner-up spot in 
3-A. If Katrina and Amy have a 
good day, they should be challeng
ing for the top three or four runners 
in the race," Eilis said. 

Also leading the Lady Reds will 
be freshman Jade Tuttle and 
Chelsey Taylor. 

Bellaire will be led into the meet 
by sophomore ace Aimee Vavrek 
who has been running well. 

The Lady Big Reds will be with: 
out a couple of runners due to 
Homecoming festivities Saturday 
in Bellaire. 

"I think our girls team has an 
outside chance at runnersup in 
triple-A. We need our fourth and 
fifth runners to step up," Arno said. 

The smaller schools will be just 
as competitive as the 3-A dlvislon 
with several teams holding strong 
title aspirations. 

The girls' race appears to be one 
of the most interesting with both St. 
John Central and Shadyside run
ning well this season. 

The Lady Irish of Coach Dennis 
Delbert are led by sophomore 
Brianne Cattran and freshman 
Andrea Zeno. The Lady Irish top 
four are solid, but need a strong 
performance from their number 
five perfonner. 

"Our girls have been coming on 
lately. We will be up against a good 
Shadyside and Linsly team and it 
will all come down to who has the 
best day. If we run how we are 
capable of running, we have a good 
chance," Delbert said. 

Shadyside, meanwhile, is led by 
junior Whitney Brown and fresh
men Shayla Holenka and Whitney 
Sketel. 

The Lady Tigers have been solid 
all season and could be primed for 
a bust-ont performance. 

"Caldwell, St John's and Linsly 
all appear to be strong. St. John's 
one and two runners are strong and 
trying to break them up is a big key 
for us. (You) can never count 
Caldwell out because they are very 
well coached," said Joseph. 

Linsly will also be strong as the 
Lady Cadets are led by freshman 
ace Kallen Weaver who could be 
among the top 10 overall. · • 

Wheeling Central, Caldwell and 
Wellsville also all appear to be for
midable. 

The small school boys should 
also be a battle with no clear-cut 
favorite. 

Shadyside,. Caldwell, St John's 
and Steubenville Central could all 
be ln the hunt when the dust settles Saturday. 

The Tigers are led by seniors 
Cole Elliot and Mike Beck. 

"Caldwell, Wheeling Central 
and Steubenville Central are going 
to be tough. We have to have a 
good effort one through five," 
Joseph said. 

The Irish are led by seniors 
Kevin Roush and Chad Ollom. 

"We are looking to be 
respectable and try to pull out an 
upset in our class," Delbert offered. 

Steubenville Central, which was 
strong at some early season meets, 
is led by senior standout Jacob 
Trombetta 

. The 4-A class also appears to be 
wide open. Buckeye Local could be 
listed as one. of the teams to watch 
with freshman ace Evan Mathews. 

Cambridge's girls will be well
represented with senior standout 
Ashley Dunigan who seeks another 
OVAC individual title. 


