Martins Ferry,
Beallsville earn
OVAC crowns

By GREG HARKNESS
Times Leader Sports Writer

" Martins Ferry, Beallsville and Wheeling Park claimed OVAC Champi-
onships Saturday afternoon at Moundsville’s East End Complex. The final
OVAC title will be handed out next week when River will oppose the
Wheeling Central-Fort Frye winner.

TO BE the best you've beat the best. .

Martins Ferry did just that, using an improbable rally by scoring five
runs in its last two at bats capped with a two-run home run by sophomore
Sarah Kelner, to dethrone Indian Creek, 6-4, to capture the Class AAA
championship. -

“My hat’s off to Indian Creek,” Martins Ferry head coach Tess Cordery.
“They are a very good program and to beat a team as good as they are
makes it all the more special.

* “It is a testament to all of the hard work that the girls put in,” Cordery
added. “The girls came to the lifting and the plyometrics in the summer,
and this is the culmination of all of their hard work.”

Trailing 4-1 entering the top of the sixth inning, Kelner singled and
took second on an error. After an out, junior Michelle Zavatsky doubled

. deep to centerfield to score Kelner,

With freshman Jennifer Rice pinch-running for Zavatsky, sophomore
Danielle Neavin reached on an infield single to place runners at first and
third, The Lady Riders perfectly executed the double steal with Rice scor- -
ing to make it 4-3. :

With one out in the top of the sixth, freshman Lindsay Coyne reached
on an error. Sophomore Courtney Allar followed with an infield single,
and the throw was bobbled by the Creek first baseman, which allowed.
Coyne to take third. :

' That throw eluded the IC third baseman and Coyne scored and Allar
moved 1o third. Kelner followed with a deep blast to left center and she
was able to motor around the bases to complete a two-run inside-the-park
home run,

Sophomore Natalie Vinci fed off the energy and recorded a perfect sev-
enth to cap the victory. Vinri was superb on the mound for the Lady Riders
in allowing just four hits, She fanned eight batters and allowed two free
passes, - -

"I can’t say enough about my teammates and their defense, Vinci said.
“It feels great to see 2l of our hard work pay off with a championship.”

Indian Creek scored its first two runs on a pair of errors, and had the
bases loaded with one out, However, Vinci was able to work out of the jam
to'keep it at 2-0.

Ferry sliced it to 2-1 when senior Ashley Wensyl plated sophomore
A'shley Bruney with a bloop double to left.

‘Indian Creek scored its other two runs on Lori Steinard’s tr:p]e to left.
She scored when Mindy Nash grounded out to the third baseman.

. BEALLSVILLE completed its rags to riches story by claiming the
C]ass A championship.

.The Lady Blue Devils struggled through a 1-22 season just a year ago,
but turned things around in a hurry as they rallied to down defending
champion St. John’s, 12-11, in nine innings.

St. John's had three consectutive innings where it could’ve sealed the
deal but each time the Lady Blue Devils rallied.

Beallsville scored two runs in the bottom of the seventh to force extra
innings and then scored one in the bottom of the eighth to extend the game.
The Lady Blue Devils then rallied to score two in the bottom of the ninth
ta win it.

The Lady Erish took the lead in the first inning as senior Tiffany Mosca-
0 would double down the left field line to score classmatc Janice Masters
to make it 1-0,

St. John's would stretch the lead to 3-0 in the second as Masters and
Moscato would receive free passes with the sack full.

With 8t. John's leading 3-0 entering the boftom of the second,
Beallsville would send 10 batters to the plate - five of which would reach
ot walks. The Lady Blue Devils would also receive clutch singles from
Amber Pyles and Tiffany Crum to take a 5-3 lead.

St. John’s rallied to retake the lead as Kristen McCormick and Jacque
Baker each singled and moved up on a wild pitch. McCormick would score
on a ground out by Lauren Bumgardner..

Sophomore Arin Kress would follow with a bloop single to right to
score a run to score Baker, Lauren Crecion followed with a base hit and
then Scarlett Lynn’s sacrifice fly scored Kress. Masters closed the inning
with a single to score Crecion.

Masters finished with a double, two singles and three RBI. Kress donat-
ed a double, single and had two RBL

Crum led the winners with a single, triple and drove in four teammates.
-Pyles closed with two RBI on a double and a single,

WHEELING PARK captured the Class AAAA title by holding off
John Marshall, 4-3.

Beth Doyle highlighted Park’s offense with a double, single and a RBL
Michelle Depto added two singles for the Lady Patriots.

.. Angie Newland earned the victory with a complete game effort. She al-
lowed four hits while striking out four and walking two.
. Gina Gorby had a two-run single in defeat for the Lady Monarchs.
-Linescores: :



River Runs Through It

Pilots rolling toward OVAC crown

By SAM AMICO
- The Intelligencer Staff )
You know it's & good night when
the coach lets fans poke him in the

beléy. . .
'Such was the case following
River's 10-0 win over Toronio in
Thursday’s OVAC sofiball semifinals.

‘‘We have a nice team that con- -

sists of nice giris,’* said Pilots coach

Mark Romick, smiling like a - man . EE

who had just been elected president.
fL yery[hardge

*“We wolk very

- The game'mi ‘lasted five innings
because of the 10-Run Rule, which
basically states any team that's too
good doesn’t get-to play as long,
. i Aac{tge?ilots‘are very gaod — as

Wheeling Centra] or Fort Frye for the

j “But we haven't always been this

|

hen we took our lumps.’”

..\ibﬁﬂﬂ:ﬁtﬂiﬁﬂﬂ':h oVt l\si:npe. e e
| At irst, River competed in
"+ Wheeling Regreatio

Tthe QVAC. -

~ senior Sarah Lan
- gll five.innings.

mesc_t ﬁgﬁtﬁmmmugh:thme and two-
irds, finfshing the night with a one-
hitter. She also struck out five Red
Knights and didn't walk any.
It was as if the Knighis were
swinging belplessly at a gnat.
Langsdorf’'s strong performance
came on & night when** or four
scouts were in the stands taking a
look at her,”’ according to Romic
“:Sarah’s a wonderful young lady,
and that applies to both softball and
life,” Romick said. *‘In softball, her
control as a pitcher is just unreal.”
In life, Langsdorf 1s 8 "B;lnlus"
student who to win and talk
ahout her teammates. She also spent
countless hours in the asium
throwing to her father, Tom
Langsdorf, this past winter, and con-
tinues to pumy iron four times a week,

They'll meet either |
league's Class AA title next week. -
ﬁ%oggillomick said. ‘“There was 8.’ |
nick should know. He started:
¢ars ago, and_haﬂ

¥ Lengue, not7

upperclassmen 'l_si'
orf, who pitched’
ursday, She had a

A
£4°

River pltcher Sarah Langsdort brln?f? a |pltc:h to the plate against
nals

Toronto In the OVAC Class AA sem

Moundsville. :

But Langsdorf learned how to
pitch by stu dyinF older players.

“1 starte payin when 1 was
very young, and I've listened to a lot
of advice,” she said. *‘I paid close
attention to other pitchers, and tried
to learn as much as I could from

at East End Complex in

watching them.”

Langsdorf isn’t alone in her drive
to succeed, or her extreme confi-
dence.

That's somct.hing anyone who
witnessed Thursday's game could
attest to, especially after seeing the

was 1-for-1 with a triple
Taylor had a run and an RBI, as did

| by just ome
Langsdorfc.xpcctedtheteamto-be

likes of Nicols January, Leah Baker,
 Jordan Wright} and Kari Tay

lor.

Baker : ﬂlePﬂots’ﬂrsitwo
runs (fini E]\;riththmc).andhnda
triple and an KBL

January had an RBL, and Wright

and a run.

les contributed
So this remarkable scason truly '

Also, Jessica

double and an RBL.

has been e team effort — something
the Pilots like to

mote.
““We have T- that read, **It’s
a team thing,”’ Romick said. **Our

¥ girls live by that.”

jsn’t the type of coach
who pretends the entire free world
shoull genuflect at the mere mention
of his name. He laughs a lot, shakes
hands, and doesn’t mind

igh science and math. He’s also
River's boys basketball coach.
He's particularly amazed by how
well his softball team has res
“'There’s 5o many different person-
alities, and as I mentioned, a differ-
ence .in ag;:," he said. ‘‘Sometimes
that typs of mix doesn’t maich. It can
cause problems. But the camaraderie

! on this team has been great.”’

Each of River's losses liave coine
wn .. and not even

this good.

- 4] expected us to be about even
(.500),"" she said. *‘We have a lot of
¥oun players, but somehow, we've

ou.mgawa to win. And we've done

it just aboutiev ame.”’

Langsdoﬁ nﬂ gcr coach are not
fibbing about the team's youth, as
three freshmen — Lindsay Romick,
Kayla Matesick, and Armann —
start for the Pilots. , _

Despite all of this, River rarel
comes up when the discussion is
Ohio Valley goftball powers.

“Wea are a secret, [ suppose,
Romick said, smiling once again.
“We're pretty far out of everyone’s
wgﬂéatleastwhcnitcmnestmheomo
v y.Butwhat'snicc.isﬂmtﬂchh'is
aren’{ intimidated. That's a big reason
the season has gone so well.”

(Continued on Page 23)

"



OVAC ALL-STAR SOFTBALL

Big Innings Highlight W.Va. Win

the Ohio Valley.
ia All-Star soft-

‘two of a possible nine

innings, but they were big ones, The Mountaineer squad
scored four runs in the t%_lp of the first inning end put the

ame out of reach wi

9

tion of Ohio’s side of the ledger... it read four.

West Vh‘%inja, under the direction of Head Coach
T y Higley (Wheeling Park) and assistants Lyle
Higley (&JW‘hee 1‘-% Park), Liz Hofreuter (Linsly), Chris
Cantl (Weirton Madonna) and Ambrose Bober and Rick
Magruder (Wheeling Central}, jumped out early on sup-

rt of starting pitcher Angie Newland of
Boark. Newland worked the

a five-run eighth, as West
I?nla defeated Ohio for the second cansecutive year,

"West Virginia banged out 12 hits to Ohio’s 11, but the

category that tells the most about this story is error por-

ecling
t four innings, allowing

two runs and striking out two, leaving the game with a 4--

2 cushion.

Newland helped out offensively, with a pair of singles

Wheeling Park Ca

Martins Ferry wins AAA champ

It came down to a play at the plate
in the bottom of the seventh inning,
but Wheeling Park came up with its
fourth win over John Marshatl in
five meetings this season to win the
OVAC AAA  championship
crown, winning by a score of 4-3,

The madness started for the

Patrigts in the seventh inning, when}.
Wheeling ‘Park ‘watched its 3-run*
10 a4 l-run advantage .

lead: shrin
withi " the: tying ‘run on third, The

inning started with a walk, and then:

a pup-up dro hetween the pitch-

er and the third baseman to ledve®

Monarch runners on second and
third, Gorby then smgled. knockin
a run home, The next batter hit a fa
ball on the right side of the'fleld that

was caught by the Patriot flrst base- g

man, but the runner on third tagged
w and scored. ‘

ith two. outs in the last frame and
Gorby standing on third with the
tying run, a pitch got past Patriot
catcher Kristen Schell, and Gorby
took off for home., Schell grabbed

the ball and tossed it to pitcher ,

Angile Newland, who ed Gorby
and ended the game for a Park victo-

Iy.

. The Mqnarchs (14-12) come out
early with a Meriteth Bourne double
to start the Lﬁjﬂw Annie Hoffer sent
Bourne to third on a sacrifice, to set
the stage for Kristen Doyles, who
-grounded. out' to second, but sent

ourne home for the score,

Park (21-8) came back in the sec-
ond to score a pair, when Beth Doyle
doubled with one out in the innﬂl
and Sara Sheller singled to sen
Doyle across the plate. Stephanie
Luzader then singled home Sheller,

Sommer Strothers crossed the
plate in the fourth inning for Patriots
to .end up scoring the winning run.
Lazader sent Strothers to second,
and Michelle Depto singled to send
Strothers home.

. Newland gained the mound victo-
1y, striking ont four and giving out a
Fair of free passés while only allow-
ng four hits, Abby West struck ount
three and walked one in the loss for

Wh

Gina Gorby (left) awalts a throw, Wheeling Park won the game, 4-3, t
ball champlonship Saturday at East End
‘two RBIs,
Martins Fe
The Purple.

John Marshall.

Doyle doubled, singled, and
koocked & run home, while Depto
singled twice for an RBI in the win,

the losing effort, Bourne ended
the day with a double and a single,
while Gorby singled and collected

L N O R PR T o TR T

ptures OV

ionship,; Beallsville dons Cfdss A crown

one
but

homer to gain the OVAC AAA

-~

Errors.'costly‘z:o Buckeyes in 9-6 loss

Very similar numbers, yet very different results,
That was the scenario on Tuesday in
Athletic Conference Ohio-West Vi
ball game at Belle Isle in Wheeling
est Virginia scored in just’

and an eighth-inning RBL
Linsly ace Erin McGes entered the contest in the fifth

and picked up the victory, despite allowing a three-run

Buckeye fifth frame. McGee pitched the 5th, 6th and
sevcntﬁ innings and struck out three while walking just
one. '

McGee also contributed with a single and a run baited
in, while teammate Amanda Pollard singled and added
an eighth-inning double. )

Linda Reinauer, also of Park, laced a pair of snr'lﬁics.

Union Local’s Melissa Dunfee was saddled with the
loss in this, the 20th version of the event. Dunfee struck
oiit ope and didn't issue a walk, but was on the mound
for the five-run, West Virginia eighth inning,

Bellaire St. John’s Tifiany Moscato singﬂcd, doubled
and drove in a run,while Maranda Krasuse (Buckeye
Locall),, Nicole Baker (Barnesville) and Amber Pyles
(Beallsville) all drove a runner across the plate.

River’s Sarsh Langsdorf and Barnesvill¢’s Baker also
itched for the Buckeyes. The two combined to-allow
our runs (all by Langsdorf), strike out six and issue just

one w
Ohio still holds the overali lead in the series, 13-7.

1d in Moundsville.
6-4.
6 Indian Creek 4
ders were down by
coming intc the seventh inning,
Sarah Kelner belted a two-run

#llowed a Marting R
score. Courtney Allar

offensively

‘ - ' " N.R Plhsta/Art Limana
Park baserunner Sommer Struthers (right} slides safely into home plate as John Marshall catcher
o capture the Class AAAA OYVAC aoft-

The Riders tied the game when
the Redskins committed an error that
Y. runner to

) and Kelner belted her homer to give
Championship, beating Indian Creek. the Purpla Riders the victory and

AC Softball Title

earn the crown.

Pitcher Natalle Vinci struck ol
eifht batters and walked a pair in.
win, and Indian Cresk ace
Nash suffered the loss,. despite
ninﬁcscvcn and walking only oné,

Iner ended the game with:ht
home run, along with a single and
of RBIs, Helping her e ortwg
ichelle Zavatskl and Ash
Wensyel with a double and a
batted in apiece. 4

Michelle Oblackovich single
twice and Lori Stinard tripled an
sent a runner across the plaie for}h

Monarchs.
: Bealsville 12 )
Bellalre St. John's 11
Beallsville (16-9) came out on Yo
of a nine inning game, beatingt
Fighting Irish and win !

: Chnmg_ionnhip game of the OVAC,

playotfs, The game included 27 fjit
nine errors. 3
St. John's scored ssven runs in
first three innings, but the Hiu
Devils had a five-rn second frem
to keep the lead relatively small, .
Beallsville scored & pair of rung i
the bottom of the seventh to tieh
game before both teams would sébr
a run in the eighth. The Irlsh &
gcored a run in the top of the
but the Blue Devils bettared Hu
effort, scoring two runs to win th
game and the crown. a
Erica Nippert struck out eight an
walked six Tor ths Blue DevilMt
gain the mound victory. Tiff Cau
and Amber Pyles took care of thing
or Beallsviile. C%I
singled and tripled for four runs bal
tgzlgdi[:’ while llos doubled and:
or two RBIs, )
For Bellaire St. John's, Jasic
Masters had a double and a C
singles for three RBIs an
Kress doubled and singled for apai
of runs batted in, , ;
The OVAC AA Semifinal wilkb
held Monday at 4:30 p.m. at Ba:
End Field in Moundsville betwge
Fort Frye and Wheeling Central,
winner of thet comtest will fac
River in the Championship gnrne#
an



Park Survives Semifinal

Patriots will battle

.John Marshall for
fourth time this year
By SHAWNRINE -
Like o paiy Sl ot

¢ .8 PAIr O} heavywe
B‘l;ize ﬂghtcp, Wheuo lin%‘g;?k‘agnd
eir traded jabs, albeit light ones,
for 7% ijnnj_nlgs before the
Patriots’ Maura Hamilton floored
the Red Riders with a two-out RBI
single in the bottom of the eighth
. inning to lift Wheeling. Park {20-
8), toa 1-0 viciory over Weir in
-an OVAC Class AAAA Softball
tournament gemifinal at the Hast
{ lex in Moundsville

12:15 Class AAAA final at the
Moundsville complex.

. '"We have been in a couple of
these (close games) the last couple -
ecling Park -

. of days,” said
Coach Tammy nglc'y. “It's been

- really nerve-racking.’
] hfm featured a combined
eight hits —all singles —and 12
strikeouts, six each for Park starter

Beth Doyle and Weir hurler
Morgan Martin,
+ Bach 'was superb, but the key

- was Doyle's ability to get the key
out.

Neither team could mount l;l;].é
tjtrpe of a rally unti! the bottom
of the third inning..

Woir got the leadoff runner
aboard as Carrie Phillips drew onie
of her two 'walks on the day.
Danielle Sharott advanced Philli
to second base with a sacrifice bunt
and ‘Lisa Costello followed with

-another walk to put runners on first
- and second with one down.
¢ . After the runners moved up to
gecond and third respectively on a
passed ball, Leah Brock got aboard

Ju The two lock horns ig tgbay's

' Alsx Kozlowski/The lrml

Whoallng. Park's Cassle Greathouse (10) gets a handle on the

bali atter recelving

ps it from the Patriots' Jamle Holoczr (21) on
a forceout at second base In the bottom of the eighth In

ning of

their OVAC Class AAAA semifinal game va. Waeir.

tthball ta the plate to get the force
ou

) Aﬂﬂf% behind the next bat-
ter Kelli Niesslein 3-0, Doyle buck-
led down once more fo whiff

ners on first and second with two
outs in the fourth, but Sharott struck
out:swinging to end the inning,
The b at‘;lny of the game
occurred in the Weir half of the sey-

-thanks to a Park erfor and the bases Niesslein and end the game’s first enth.
were full of Riders, ' threat. - Phi]]jgs singled to lead off and
Then it was time: for Doyle to “‘Our pitchers have worked their Sharott followed by eaming & free
buckle down. wgi( out of jams a lot lately, espe- pass to put ranners on first and sec-
Do(){l?hin%uaclil:d Lacy Benpett to ﬁl ly in the last week,” said ond with nobody out.
un to third baseman ey. L 3
ngie Newland who ‘calmly fired %]'lu Red Riders again put run- (Continued on Page 24)
ed from Page 21)  from second. ‘
Liéfgggtgﬂo atwmptEda%o ce  Daoyle picked :& thef victory. She
. rnners over bt popped e bl foge o 2l RELER S o
i as caught fo A p
s tne by Newland & third and she allowed just three bits and difn’t
she turned and fired a strike e $5¢; issg:%‘s: hive beat them (IM) twice

ond to ?h?rléb]e up Phillips and end
another threat.

Park’s only real rally against
Martin occurred in the top of the
eighth. Summer Strothers got on by
way of an error — one of three on the

for Weir,
dﬂlyStept:umie Luzader and Cassie
Greathouse each grounded into
fielders choices and Linda Reinauer
singled Greathouse to second.
Hamilton then followed with what
proved to be a game-winning single
up the middle to score Greathouse

this week,"’ siaid I-iEgl'c’y. “Hopefully
t going. :
‘Tlirh“:u fara 1 ].’Fucke e Local 0
In the other Class semifinal,
Brandy Bungard . scattered four hits
and the Monarchs (14-1 12) fook
advantage gt‘l 6])31':3 errors by the
Panthers (15-10). N
l]goac:h lgancho Flores' team tallied
its only run when Annie Hoffer|sin-
gled, advanced to third on an grror
and passed ball and scored an a
Kristen Steinman fielder’s chont:f.



]
Linsly
OVAC Softball Tourney - |
game lasts over 3 hours

Theylntelllgenc:r Stafr -
Eventually, something had to

ve.

g After 12 innings, three hours,
29 minutes, and countless hunger
}:mins suffered by players and fans,
t finally did.

The final: Beallsville 8, Linslé
7, in the first round of the OVA!
softball tournament Tuesday at
Moundsville's East Bnd Fields.

That's right, the game went a
whopping 12 innings — five more
than planned, It didn’t end until
Amber Pyles crossed home plate to
break a 7-all tie that held up for
five innings — and neartly two |
hours, ‘

To make matiers worse, the

layers were tortured by the unre-

- lenting sun and humidity. It was as -
if they were playin%rona of the
biggest games of their lives inside
of a microwave oven, :

““As my dad said, ‘Whoever

ets a is'going to win,”’’ said
insly coach Liz Hofreuter.
in the

i Hofreuter’s dad said that

‘' middle of the 11th inningl

| By the bottom of the 12th,
. everyone had an idea as to who

. would get that break. That's when
Pyles walked, then stole second
base. |

Coty Marcum was the next bat-
ter. She out to the pitch- |
er, but advanced Pyles to third. :

Then sophomore Tiff Crum
stepped into the batter’s box with a
ghnreinberec.Shehjtashot
‘between the and third
baseman, scoring Pyles for the
game-winner.

Crum was huge in this game, as
she was the young lady w stole
home plate in the bottom of the
sixth to tie it. Without her,
Beallsville doesn’t overcome a 6-3
deficit (which it did).

Crum miso had a double and
scored two runs,

*‘She's & real fighter,’”’. said
Devils coach Deb Street. “'I never
doubted that she could come
through.”’

Street didn’t have any doubts
about Pyles either. lli’(ilea may be
ninthinthebatﬁpF , but she’s
also the team's lone senlor. Her
experience showed in the 12th,
when she raced toward home like
there was a hundred bucks lying on
the plate.

Ni%%cért.

pitched the entire game,

striking out 11 and walking just

four. More imEorLantly, she
roved with each inning,

‘She’s a real go-getier,’” Street
said. ‘‘When she steps on the
mound ...""

Street , then reflected on

“her own days as a player. She went
to Beallsvilie High School, but
there was no such thing as school-
sponsored softball in her day.

treet had to play for a club team.

That’s one reason why this win
was 50 s‘pecial for her,

“We've never done anything
like this,”' said the second-year
coach. “‘I'm s0 d of the girls,
They worked 50 hard all season.”

Jaime Stephens (triple, two
RBI) was also big for Beallsville.

Meanwhile, the Cadets just
couldn’t seem to hit anything after
Building that three-run lead.

But they remained in the game,
and’ pitcher Erin McGee was the

reason wllaiy.
1 Like Nip{ McGee pitched
all 12 innings. Most observers
were just waiting for her arm to
fall off. Instead, she threw 16
strikeouts (and walked only two).
“*QOutstanding,”” was how
Hofreuter described McGee's per-
. formance. **She's been there for us
all season.”
_And what a season it’s been at

Linsly.

The Cadets were 4-10 throu,
their first 14 games, ‘“Then I toid
the girls that we had to win five ol
our six,’* Hofreuter said.

That's exactly what the girls
did, ‘‘and I'm very, very, very
proud of them for that,” Hofreuter
added.

Linsly had a scare in the 11th
inning, when right-ficlder Katie
Williams dove for and misplayed a
ball, which ended ghim‘ng her on
the back of the head. She returned
to her spot in the outfield, only to
collapse one batter Jater.

She was removed from the field

stretcher, when it was leamned
she had suffered a concussion,

McGea, Melissa Smith and
Amanda White each had two RBI
for Linsly (9-12).

(Continned on Page 20)

OVAC Softball

(Continued from Page 17

To understand how close this
really was, all you had to do

was consider that three bascrunners
were tagged out at home plate during
the five extra inningg. Two of those

* runners were Blue Devils.

““The way we worked so hard ... I
was hoping that something like this
would | appen,’’ Street said. *'It was

Beallsville (14-9) plays in the
Class A finals on Sa Y.

Indian Creek 4 Meadowbrook 2

One day after being ¢liminated
from the Ohio sectionals, the
Redskins bounced back to gain 8 vic-
tory over the Colts in &n OVAC
Class AAA tournament game in
Moundsville.

Indian Creek (18-12) received a p
Lori

triple, double and two RBI from
Steiner, and double from .Jenny

Calabrese. Mindy Nash hurled eight
strikeouts — and gave up no W
— for the Redskins.

Meadowbrook (11-11) was led by
Karly Ranklin, who compiled a dou-
ble and an RBL :

Indian Creek will not have a
rematch with Beaver Local, the team
that beat them out of the Ohio sec-
tionals, as the Beavers were defeated
by Martins Ferry in the OVAC tour-
ney Tucsdaﬁ'. )

Martins Ferry 4 Beaver Local 1

Natalie Vincy threw five strike-

outs, and Sarah’ Kelner hit a single

and double, as the le Riders held -
off the Beavers in the other Class
AAA semifin

al.
Martins Ferry will face Indian
Creek for the title Saturday at 12:35

JIL
Beaver Local pitcher Vickl
McCoy struck out six.

n there was pitcher Erica

' [sPem

fLady Blue Devils
“turn in magical
;soﬂba"season

Remarkable,

What better way
to describe the
Beallsville girls’
softball team this
spring.

The Lady Devils
pocketed the
OVAC 1-A cham-
glonshjp Saturday
: y outlasting a tal-
¢ . ented and veteran

. : St. Jehn C
mtea?,h 12-11 1, in nine innings, 1 Central
“m- That victory enabled the Lady Devils to post
) ming 1 g;lti’lre;;rd for the season, post ®
‘= The upste y Devils earned the title the hard

) %vay, rallying from deflcits in the seventh, eighth and
“pinth innings. Coach Deb Street’s team had lost to

Al Lady Irish twice in reguldr-season action,
E Wig‘:;:q% an tnEI)VAC fcl:;]amp;gnstdp is special any

- R it’s truly magical when the previ -
‘paiﬁ you wcrflé-zz. previous cam

oreover, the Lady Devils are quite young. Th
I;Iy?nroe Countians start just one senimy gmbcfl:'
 Pyles,
“It's a dream come true,” Street said abou
It . ! t her
feam’s PVAC championship and amazing turnan-
ound. “Last year was tough on everyone but the
gulss &cﬂc&t "ngmE and stayed committed.”
cites a sweep of Bamesville in midseaso
, which put the Lady Devils over the hump. ’
- “Barnesville is a quality team with a super pitcher
in Nicole Baker,” said the second-year mentor.

- “When we swept them it gave our girls a lot of confi-
‘dence and pointed us in the right direction.”

Street had plenty of praise for her staff and play-

€15,
“The girls put in a lot of hard practices. They did
- everthing we asked of them,”* Street said. “My gssi&
m -1 lmdsg;eet, Rall_:cry Thornberry and Cliff
i um - dedicated the i
o e mselves on making this
Street and her youthful squad should be com-
;jnended for a staggering turnaround in just one sea-

“.son. Obviously, much more is i
i)evils' future.y sugcess is in the Lady




River

{Continued from Page 21)

Toronto’s season has also gone
" well, but on Thursday the Red Knights

(12-7) were doo! by mistakes.
They committed five errors, with
each resulting in at least one run.
That just made pitcher Marisa
Young's task that much tougher.
3till, Young rerained poised most of
the night, displaying the type of
matirrity that helped ber become a

hot recruit in basketball (she’ll play
at Wheeling Jesuit). )

Meredith Romey had the Knights’
lone hit, a double in the third inning.

Bellaire St. John's 5§ Weirton

Madonna 4,9

At Moundsville, Jacqui Baker
doubled to drive home Kayla
Magistro with two outs in the bot-
tom of the ninth inning, lifting the
Fighting Irish to victory in the

Alex Kozlowskl/Tha Intalligancer

Bellaire St. John's catcher Lauren Bumgardner, left, awalts a throw while charging Welrton
Madonna base runner Jenna Fulmer closes In on home plate during their OVAC Class A softbali
semifinal at East End Complex In Moundsville. ‘

OVAC Class A semifinals, .

Tiffany Moscato and Kristen

McCormick each added two singles

and an RBI for St. John's (10-11).
Madonna (11-13) received a

triple and two RBI from Megan

Finneran, and two singles and an |

RBI from Amy Finneran.

St. John's will play Bealisville
Saturday at 2 p.m. for the champi-
onship.

‘River trip

ped In
OVAC, district
championships

By GREG HARKNESS
Times Leader Sports Writer

The OVAC Class AA Championship Saturday was a “Yahn-fest,”

Wheeling Central ace Nichole Yahn was superb on the mound and her
Lady Knights took advantage of six River errors to capture the Class AA
title with a 5-1 victary at Moundsville's East End Complex.

Yahn went the distance on the hill for the Lady Maroon Knights. She
allowed just four hits while striking out four and walking none.

“Yahn was solid on the mound,” River head coach Mark Romick said.
“She moved the ball around a lot and changed speeds well to keep us off
balance. We had some hard hits early, but her defense made some nice
plays.” .

River’s defense would not be as solid. A Lady Pilot error would pley a
major part in every Wheeling Central run.

“You have to give Wheeling Central credit...they have a nice club,”
Romick said. “But we were flat early after the loss last night and we made
some mental mistakes and against a good team you can’t mske those.

“When you have two good teams playing, you have to play a perfect
game,” Romick said. “Usually the team that plays closest to a perfect game
wins and today that was Central.” '

Wheeling Central would get on the board in the top of the first when
Sarah Sofka led off with a single up the middle. After an out, Michelle
Rausch singled to right to put runners at first and second. .

After another out, Elizabeth Wagner hit a pop up that should have end-
ed the inning, but some miscommunication allowed the ball to drop and
Sofka to score from second. '

River would strike back in the bottom of the frame as senior standout
Nicole January would reach on a base hit to left. Lea Baker would sacrifice
her to second, and after an out, Jordan Wright would plate Januvary with a
single to right. '

With two outs in the Central fifth, Rausch would reach with a single to
right. Lori Thompson followed with a base knock to right which was field-
ed, but the throw into the infield missed the cut-off and Rausch was able to
score from first.

Disaster would strike for River in the Central sixth.

After Melanie Sechrest reached on an error and moved to second on a
fielder’s choice, Amy Miller tried to sacrifice bunt but ended up reaching
on a throwing error.

After the Lady Pilots record the second out, Sofka reached on an infield
single to load the bases. Senior Emily Volpe followed with a hard liner to
center which bounced and eluded the Lady Pilot outfielder which allowed
all three rinners to score,

Pitching well in defeat for River was senior ace Sarah Langsdorf who

~ was the victim of the poor defense. Langsdorf went the distance with four

strikeouts and no waiks.
Wheeling Central, meanwhile, will be in search of its sixth consecutive
West Virginia Class A title when action starts on Thursday.

Linescore:
OVAC CLASS AA FINALS
WHEELING CENTRAL 5 RIVER 1
Wheaeling Central 1000130 - 5 9 1
River 1000000 - 1 4 B

BATTERIES: Yahn and Thompsan. Langsdm and Romick.
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oose in ‘ i - during
utfield:is St. John's Tiffany Moscato
t'r?a} agalligtta’eal?ton Madonna at Moundsvilie. The Lady Irish-

i

Wheeling Central girls

‘gain OVAC

f

‘ Wheeling Central advanced to
. face River in the finals of the
+ OVAC 2-A softball tournament
| with a 4-0 shutout of Fort Frye at
Moundsville's East End Field Mon-
day ‘

x

2-A finals

each had two singles, while Lorj
Thompson had a single and two
RBI. Elizabeth Wagner roped a
run-scoring single. _

Wheeling Central, the winner of

: Nicole Yahn registered the Championships, will enter the
i mound win as she hurled the Lady OVAC final with a sparkling 22-3
- Maroon Knights to a no hitter as  record,

she struck out seven and walked Fort Frye, which is stil! alive in

just two, _ district play in Ohio, slipped to 17-
- Melanie Sechrest led Fort Frye 7 with tﬁe loss.

at the plate with two singles and a Li?_.e score:

i Fort 0000000 3

ﬁ%lf‘: gillg Bhsdil;hfgle Rausch had a wnmw Contral 202 000x 4121
gle. . BATTERIES: Brothers and Naylor;

Sarah Sofka and Jennifer Smith  Nicote Yahn and Thompson,

Central Girls Take Title

_ Knights trip River in OVAC Class AA fin

Wheeling Cesitral, boaded to 244,

mmersville later this week ~ Gentral, now ‘24-3, collected
for a sixth straight Wesf nine hits off _Ih.zdjt Pilota;:eSmh
, L], + Whdowaked fourand {
. ¢hamplonship, earned an Ohjo _ did" not issue .a :
; \(gl_lqy;}-’.imlqtic Canference on * pitcher Yahq'alggddid’not augniggi
o Led by the four-hit mﬁéw@? e T
cpitehing ~ of  senfor’ -

ho “Sard Sofka. had . tyo
- Nithole: Yahn and a ; ingles. o
{hrecerun Ariple from [ dnges, while Logl
¥:Volpe, the Lady [jars

' $u

- Thompson collected |
4 an htg for the Lady

;4R the:

" Complex in S
. Bolkeams were coming off the Lady K
--ammmntnwhcldonlﬁiday 0p thistyt#
Lmight. Central, coached ,bg Vit two-aut, - Sofka
-Ambrose  Bober and Rick on an infield hit, and Volpe then
IS cr, camed the Region One  unloaded: with' her

crown by hluﬁml:anhy-ano. left-center sgup which cleared the
+11-0, in’ five innings at Brooke bases. ;

HI hSChIf:cll Pilots. howier. ¥ a%v;gpt gmfour-r?fn l‘_hgtmhictn.
o / Pilots, however, Yahn kept River o score-
Lwore..on tl;cyﬂhor; end of & 3-2  bowrd in"its final two at bats to

. ¥ ]

Ision I final at Contral 108 013 08 3 1
idege, Rivee ohn wpwem 14.4, _
Yeaterday s loss to Contral fin. ~ Thommton: Sona 25, Eniy vawe 7, 30 é
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i
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‘Riders beat Beaver
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chmnpk;t?shlp
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OVAC softball title tilts
scheduled for Saturday

The 2000 OVAC softball championships will get
under way Saturday afternoon in Moundsville begin-
ning at 10:30 a.m. at East End Field.

The Class AA finals will not be held until sometime
next week because of conflicts with sectionat play. -

BUCKEYE LOCAL will be looking for the Classt
4-A repeat when it faces John Marshall tonight in the -
semi-finals, The winner of that game will face the win-
ner of the Wheeling Park-Weirton tussle which is also
tonight. ¢

The Lady Panthers have a solid duo of pitchers in
senior Maranda Krause and junior Jayme Kelley,
Krause is also impressive at the plate,

Sweet-hitting senior Leslie Lopez, who al-
ready owns career records for hits and hits in .
a season, leads the Lady Panther attack,
The Bethany signee also pIays a superb
centerfield.

Seniors Sarah Phillips and Abbey Ot-
to also are big hitters in the Buckeyei.o-

-cal lineup. Junior Brandi Salfkied and
sophomores Alex Corona and Nichole
Moore also provide coach Barry Closser
with clutch hitting,

Buckeye Local sports an impressive 16- 8
record and claimed the regular-season QVAC ti-
tle.

The winners will meet Saturday at 12:15.

ONE THING is for certain when Martins Ferry and
Indinn Creek vie for the Class AAA cmwn = runs will
be at a premium.

In his third season at the helm, coach Jess Cordery
has turned the Lady Riders into one of the premier 3-A
teams in the valley. The Lady Riders have already set a
record for most wins in a season with 17.

Hawever, an OVAC championship would oniy add
more credence to the fact that Ferry has arrived.

A big reason for Martins Ferry's ttansformation is
sophomore ace Natalie Vinci, who has been superb on
the mound for the Lady Purple.

Her battery mate, senior Katie Ma&:kay. provides
Ferry with solid defense and clutch hitting. Sophomore
Danielle Neavin and junior Michelle Zavatsky add live-
ly sticks to the offense.

Sophomores Courtney Allar, Ashley Bruney and

Sarah Kelner give the Lady Riders an added dimension
with speed.. Freshman Lindsay Coyne has been solid in
the field and at the plate all season.

Indian Creek, meanwhile, already is where Ferry is
striving to' get. The Lady Redskins perennially are
Class 3-A's top team and this season was no difierent
as they tuok the regular season crown with a 17-2
record.

Senior ﬁreballer Mindy Nash is a big reason why the
i Creek has'been superb this season.

. Seniors Michelle Oblockovich and Shannon Bell,
both headed to play softball at West Liberty, prov:de
solid- bats for coach Jim DiCarlo’s troops. Juniors
Jenmfer Calabrese and Lori Steinard, and
sophomore Haley Orwick also contribute
solid hitting, -

First pitch for Martins Ferry and‘Indi-
an Creek will be 10:30 a.m.

THE CLASS A finals will feature St.
John Central and Beallsville.

The Lady Irish will be looking for the
repeat, St. John's began the season slow
but came on late to ﬁmsh with a solid 10-
11 mark.

Beallsville, which had a dtsmal 1-22 cam-
paign just iast year, claimed the regular season
OVAC crown with a 12-8 record.

Coach Don Gillis has a solid mound performer in ju-
nior Scarlett Lynn.

The Lady Green have a very talented offense keyed ™
by seniors Janice Masters and Tiffany Moscato, along
with j junior Kayla Magistro.

&

Senior catcher Lauren Bumgardner is solid with the
bat and the glove, while Jacque Baker, Arin Kress and ¢

Aligha Ciardelli also are key components of the Lady
liish puzzle.

. The Lady Blue Devils of coach Deb Street also have
a super performer on the mound in junior Erica Nip-
pert, who also is a solid hitter,

Beallsville gets clutch hitting from senior Amber
Pyle, and juniors Megan Burrow and Casey Dornan.

i

Sophomore Tiffany Crum and freshman Coty Marcum

also are solid hitters for the Lady Blue Devils.
First pitch for Beallsville and St. John Central will
be 2 p.m.

River, SJC post OVAC wins

e SJC’s Baker,

AT MOUNDSVILLE, St
John’s and River both advanced to
finals play in their respective class
in the OVAC softball tournament.

The Lady Irish will oppose
Beallsville Saturday at 2 p.m,,
while River will oppose the Wheel-
ing Central-Fort Frye winner some-
time next week.

“IN THE CLASS A semifinal,
junior Jacque Baker plated the win-
ning run as St. John Central ad-
vanced to the finals with a 5-4 vic-
tory over Weirton Madonna in nine
innings.

Junior Kayla Magistro reached
on a single in the decisive ninth in-
ning and then swiped second base.
With two outs, Baker doubled to
drive in Maglstro and cap the victo-

Iy.

Senior Tiffany Moscato and ju-
nior Kristen McCormick each aided
the offense with two singles and a
RBI each,

Junior Scarlett Lynn earned the
victory on the mound with a com-
plete-game effort. She fanned two

and allowed three free passes.

- Julie Lamantia was solid in de-
feat on the mound for the Lady
Dons. She went the route with 11
strikeouts and seven walks.

Amy Finneran and Megan
Finneran each had two singles and a
RBI for Weirton Madorina,

The win improved the Lady Irish
to 10-11 on the season. Weirton
Madonna, meanwhile, fell to 11-13
on the campaign.

RIVER punched its ticket to the
Class AA finals in easy fashion as it
routed Toronto, I{) 0, in five in-
nings.

_Senior mound ace Sarah Langs-
dorf was sharp on the mound with a
complete-game effort. She fanned
five and walked none while allow-
ing only one hit.

- Freshman Ashley Armann hlgh-
lighted the offense with a run-scor-
ing triple, while Jessica Pyles dou-
bled in a run. Kari Taylor donated
two singles and a RBL

Lea Baker and Jordan Wright
each tripled in the victory, while

e

River’s Langsdorf star in wins

Nicole January added two base hits.

Toronto's lone hit was a Mered-
ith Romey double.

River is now 21-2 and will op-
pose the winner of the Wheeling
Central-Fort Frye game sometime
next week. Toronto dropped to 12-
7 on the campaign.

LINESCORES

CLASS A
ST. JOHN CENTRAL 5
WEIRTON MADONNA 4
Madonna 0i00R0.100 -4 5 2
St John's 121000001 -5 8 5§
BATTERIES: Lamantia and Lamanlia
Lynn and Bum%ardnar

LASS AA
" RIVER 10 TORONTO 0
Toronto 00006 - 0 15
Rivar 10216 - 10 91

BATTERIES: Young and Brand. Langs-
dorf and Romick,
W.VA, SECTIONAL FINALS

WHEELING PARK 4

JOHN MARSHALL 2
John Marshali 0000020 -2 1 O
Wheeling Park  012001x -4 7 &
BATTERIES: Wast and Gorby. New-
{and, Doyle (5} and Hohman.



Park, JM post 1-0
victories in OVAC

'softball tourne

| OVAC 4-A SEMIFINALS

E PARK 1 WEIRTON 0

{ AT MOUNDSVILLE, the Park

" and Weirton played seven scoreless

' innings before the Patriots broke
through. A
~ Maura Hamilton’s two-out sin-
gle in the top of the eighth plated
Cassie Greathouse with the w g
tally. .

Greathouse reached on an error,
advanced to second on a Linda
Reinhauer base rap, and raced home
when Hamilton delivered.

Beth Doyle outdueled Weir's
Morgan Martin in a splended
mound matchup. Doyle fanned six
and walked four while Martin com-
piled six Ks and no walks.

JM 1 BUCKEYE LOCAL 0

THE MONARCHS' Annie
Hoffer slid ‘home with the game's
only run in the top of the sixth.
Hoffer was on third and was able to
score following a Panthers’ putout
at second base.

Brandi Bungard bested Buck-
eye’'s Miranda Krause in another
sterling mound dual.

Both pitchers fanned three and
walked one.

Buckeye, which stranded the ty-
_ing run at second in the bottom of
the seventh, received singles from
“Abby Otto, Brandy Saltkield, Sarah
- Phillips and Leslie Lopez, the pro-

gram’s all-time hits' leader.

+ Kristen Steinman singled twice
i for the Monarchs. Buckeye capped
‘a 15-10 campaign under vetern
'Barry Closser.

J

A

MONROE C. 3 FORT FRYE 2
AT WOODSFIELD, Leigh
Ann Friday starred as Monroe Cen-
tral knocked off Fort Frye, 3-2.

- Priday went the distance to eamn
the victory on the mound, She scat-
tered eight hits while fanning six
and walking three, Friday added a
two-run single at the plate.

Catcher April Russell donated a
triple for the Lady Seminoles.

Danieile Polk.plated a run with
two singles for the Lady Cadets.
Rhyan Close, Nici Misel and

.Danielle Sayer each donated two

base hits for Fort Frye. LI
Monroe Central improved its
mark to 7-15, while Fort Frye fell

OVAC 4-A SEMIFINALS
WHEELING PARK 1 WEIRTON 0
W. Park, 00000001 -131
Welrton 0000D000-063
BATTERIES: Doyle and Schell. Martin
and Scbutka, :
JOHN MARSHALL 1 BUCKEYE 0

J. Marshall QO00010-1B80
B. Local 0000000-043
BATTERIES: Bungard and Gorby.:
Krause and Moore.

MONROE CENTRAL 3 FORT FRYE 2
Fort Frye , 0000011 -2 83
Monrce Cantral 210000x - 3 6 4
BATTERIES: Heldman and Polk. Friday
and Ausseit,

OVAC Champs

Ferry, Beallsville gain OVAC
softball semifinal triumphs

CLASS 3-A
MARTINS FERRY 4
BEAVER LOCAL 1
, THEthLA]?:Y RIDERS advanced
via another s mound outin
Natalie Vinci. P B by

Ferry’'s superb sophomore al-
lowed only three singles. She com-
piled five strikeouts and a walk.

Katie Mackey and Danielle
Neavin produced a pair of clutch
RHI hits to highlight a two-run Pur-
ple third inning, -

Mackey’s hit plated Sarah Kel-
ner with Neavin’s base rap permit-
ting Mackey to race home.

Kelner socked a single and dou-

ble and was the game's only multi- .

hitter.
Ferry and Indian Creek collide Sat-
urday afternoon for the 3-A crown.
INDIAN CREEK 4
MEADOWBROOK 2
INDIAN CREEK advanced
thanks to a strong pitching effort

from Mindy Nash. She struck out
eight, walked none and yielded just
six hits.

Lori* Steinard led the Lady Red-
skins with a triple, double and two
RBI. Jenny Calabrese lined a dou-
ble and single while Michelle
Ol'Blockovich delivered two sin-
gles.

_Karly Ranklin produced a double,
single and RBI for the Lady Colts
while Rachel Wakubic crushed a
triple. Jenny Wright rapped a run-
scoring single for Meadowbrook,
which dropped to 11-11. Indian
Creek moved into Saturday’s finals
with an 18-2 mark.

CLASS 1-A
BEALLSVILLE 8 LINSLY 7
BEALLSVILLE needed 12 in-

nings to outlast Linsly.

Erica Nippert turned in 2 com-
lete-game mound efffort, scatter-
g nine hits, She fanned 11.

Jaime Stephens sparked a 16-hit

Beallsville attack with a triple, two

singles and two RBI. Sheena-

Schneider lined three singles for the
Lady Devils and Tiffany Crum
blasted a double and single.

Erin McGee -- the hard-luck
mound loser — led the Lady Cadet
attack with two singles and two
RBI. Melissa Smith matches
McGee's production while Amanda
White had two singles and an RBI.

Beallsville moved into the title tilt
with a 14-9 mark while linsly fell
to 9-12,

l. C. 4 MEADOWBROOK 2
Maadowbrook %%111 2 61

x481

BATTERIES: O'K :
Moo CHHES: arma and Workman;

BEALLSVILLE 8 LINSLY 7
Llns% 003310000000 7 9 3
Beallvile 012202000001 818 3
BATTERIES: McGee and Chapman;
Nippert and Crum

FERRY 4 BEAVER LOCAL 1
Martins Ferry 1020001-4 41
Beaver Local 0000010-138

BATTERIES: Vinci and M. L
and Prascott, ackey. McCoy

 SOFTBALL

Riders. Picturad, front row
Aliar, Natafie Vinci, and

Courtney

WINNING the OVAC Class

, Becky
Lindsay Warren, Shan-

Ashley Wensyl

Greg Chesonis,

of Martins Ferry Lady
rista Weekley,
Danielle Neavin,
d coach Jess Cordery.

Jennifer Rice, Ch _
gasistant coach
Katie Mackay, Lindsay Coyne,
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