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St. John's w.ins OVAC 1-A crown 
Fighting Irish rally past Linsly, 8-4 hie and scored on a wild pitch. 

In the fourth, the Irish added an­
other tally on David Shutter's dou­
ble to right center, HarUieb's single 
between first and second and anoth­
er costly wild pitch. By RICK DeLUCA 

Times Leader Sports Writer 

With just two days rest and the 
thought of a heartbreaking district 
final loss fresh In his mind, Rocky 
Swift did not do one thlng - quit 

His team down by three runs just 
one out into the first Inning, Swift 
was called on to put out the fire and 
give his St John Central tearnmalCS 
a chance a catch up. 

St. John's defending OVAC 
champs did exactly that rallying 
from a 3-0 deficit in the first with a 
six-run outburst In the fifth inning 
while rising the strong arm of Swift 
to pull out a thrilling 8-4 win over 
Ltnsly iii the Class 1-A OVAC 
championship gamo at Vaccaro 
Field in Steubenville Saturday. 

With the win, the Fighting Irish 
handed ·coach Tom Sliva his third 
straight OV AC tiUe In four years at 
the SJC helm. St. John was also the 
regular season UUist and boosted its 
record to 22-4 on the season with 
the win. 

Just three days earlier, the Fight­
ing Irish suffered a tough loss to up­
start Hiland in the Division ill Dis­
trict finals in West Lafayette. 

One game remains for the Irish 
as lhoy take on Buckeye Local on 
Thursday at Perkins Fl<:kl In BIVOk­
slde for tho EOBL title. 

Coach Gary Sprague's Cadets 
suffered the tough OVAC title 
game loss as they closed the season 
- c-<c_ 

at 20-6. Linsly was edged out for 
the regular season tlUe by St John 
Central. 

'Two days rest, that's pretty gut­
sy," Sliva said about his mound ace 
who pitcheh last on Wednesday. 
"He was (tired), but he was going to 
have to fail before he was coming 
out. I wasn't going to take him out 
He is a senior, It's his last OVAC. 

"That kid's all heart, Sliva added. 
'I told him, this ts yours. You've 
played four years for me. I told him 
that after four years, this ts yours. 
This ts yours to win. 

Swift didn't start on the mound, 
but came on with just one Q\!t in the 
frrst after starter Marie HarUieb was 
the victim of three first inning dou­
bles by the Cadets and found him­
self trailing 3-0. 

Once Swift came to the mound, 
the momentum seemed to switch 
quickly to the Irish i:lugout as he 
ended the Cadets' first inning rally 
with two quick outs, then struck out 
two of three batters In the second. 
He finished with 10 Ks while walk­
Ing five. Swift was touc!led for only 
three hits during his stint 

"Marie has done a good Job for 
us thls year for a sophomore," Sliva 
said. "We didn't know liow str,:,ng 
Rocky would be so we tried to go 

. as long as we could with Mark. 
''Linsly has a very good hitting 

team so you can't make any mis­
takes against them and he made a 
couple early that they made him pay 

for it, the Irish coach added. "But 
Mark pitched well for us all year 
and we look for some real big 
things from him the next two years. 

Linsly Jumped out to a quick 3-0 
lead in the first after lead-off hitter 
Jon Kurtz opened with a double to 
left. Jason Clay's sac bunt moved 
Kurtz to third and a wild pitch 
brought him borne. 

DH Dan Buchwach reached on 
an error and scored as Dan Stephens 
blasted a shot off the left field fence 
for another double. Stephens ad­
vanced on a wild pitch then scored 
as Ryan Saari went to right center 
for a double. Swift came to the 
mound at that point and stopped the 
outburst with a K and pop up. 

'Once he got them out of that In­
ning, I think they knew he could 
work with them and that they would 
have to hdld us off, Sliva said. 
They've got a good pitcher and we 
Jumped on him when we had to and 
they just played exceptional. 

''Those four senlors really de­
serve that win. The district finals 

•was a real disappointment We had 
three championships to play in and 
we feel very fortunate 16 get the win 
in this one," Sliva said. 

IP •lie !.-a"•""' of tho th!rd, St. 
John's plated a run after Joey Vavra 
reached on a fielders choice and er­
ror, advanced on Josh Shutler's dou-

St John did the major damage in 
• the fifth. With one out, Erle Taylor 

singled past third and scored on 
Swift's double to the base of the 
fence in left. After a wild pitch and 
a change of pitchers, Willie Clegg 
singled by second to score Swift. 
David Shutler was hit by a pitch, 
Hartlleb reached on an error and 
Ben ShuUer's fielder's choice plated 
a run. 

The Irish rally continued as Malt 
Nardo doubled down the first base 
line for a pair and a 7-3 lead. 
Vavra's slngle·to right scored Nar­
do. 

Llnsly managed to score once 
more In the sixth after R. J. Zitzel­
berger was hit by a pitch, advanced 
on a Buchwach single and scored 
on an error. 

Josh Shutler closed with two sin­
gles and a double and HarUieb had 
a double and single to lead the Irish. 
Buchwach and Kurtz had multiple 
hits for the Cadets. 

Saari started on the mound for 
the Cadets recording three strike­
outs and two walks pitching Into the 
fillh. 

Line geom: 
1.k114y 3000010-4 8 2 
St. John Cenlnll 001 180 X - 8 11 2 
Batteries: Saari, Sines (5) and Zltzel• 
berger; Hartlleb, SWIil (1) and Clegg. 

T•L Pho,o/PAULA GINTHER 

DELIVERING A pitch during Saturday's OVAC 1-A championship 
game against Linsly Is Sl John Central ace Rocky Swift. The Irish 
raUled to pocket their third straight conference crown. 



OVAC baseball semifinals set 
By RICK DeLUCA 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

Three of the four defending 
OV AC baseball champions will re­
turn to the diamonds on Saturday 
looking for a repeat. 

Thirteen others will be looking to 
start a streak .. 

At four locations on Saturday, 
the OV AC baseball playoffs will 
kick off with a pair of semi,final 
games at each site. The winners on 
Saturday will advance into next Sat­
urday's OVAC championship 
games at Vaccaro Field in 
Steubenville. 

By noon Saturday, eight teams 
will be taking the field to open se­
mi-final action. 

Bridgeport's Perkins Field in 
Brookside will host a pair, as will 
Magnolia High's diamond in New 
Martinsville, Brooke High in Wells­
burg and Toronto High' s Red 
Knight Field. 

The top four finishers in the final 
OV AC regular season standings 
earned berths in Saturday's semis. 

"'' Brookside, r.tass 3-A cornhot­
ants St, Clairsvilk, the third seed, 
and Bellaire, the second seed, will 
play at noon. At 2 p.m. at Perkins, a 

' Class 1-A contest will pit third-
' seeded Shadyside against second- . 
• seeded Linsly. 

At Toronto, two defending 
champs and top seeds will look to 
advance. At noon, Class 4-A fourth­
seeded Buckeye Local will taking 
on a powerful Steubenville Big Red 

, nine that comes in as a No. I seed 
with the valley's best record. At 2 

, p.m., possibly the valley's second­
i best, Toronto, takes on fourth seed 
, Barnesville in a 2-A contest. 

At Magnolia, fourth-seeded 
Frontier takes the field against de-

• fending Class 1-A champion and 
top-seeded St. John Central at noon. 
In the 2 p.m. fray, Class 3-A top­
seed Magnolia battles fourt11-seeded · 
Harrison Central. 

At Brooke, the noon game fea­
tures Class 2-A third-seed Wheeling 
Central against second-seeded 
Steubenville Central. The 2 p.m. 
battle pits Class 4-A No. 3 seed 
Edison, against No. 2 seed John 
Marshall .• 

Meadowbrook, who failed to 
qualify for the playoffs this season, 
was the defending Class 3-A cham­
pion coming into the 2000 season. 
The.Colts finished seventh in 3-A 

this season. 
This year's tournament features 

some of all-time winningest coaches 
in Ohio Valley baseball history and 
some of the best up and coming 
stars in the coach's box. 

Magnolia's Dave Cisar comes in­
to the playoffs as the winningest ac­
tive coach with an amazing 556-
254 career mark in 25 years at the 
helm. 

St. Clairsville's Richard "Lefty" 
Hall joined the 500-win club this 

• season as his Red Devils helped to 
boost his record to 501-305 in 33 
years. 

John Marshall's Bob Mont­
gomery was another Ohio Valley 
coach who moved into the 500-win 
club this season. The Monarch 
coach opened the season at 497-
22 8 and added 11 wins through the 
May 6 cut-off. 

Linsly's Gary Sprague is closing 
in on the 400-win mark after his 
Cadets added I 7 more wins to his 
370-201 record that he started the 
season with. 

Barnesvllle's Brad Wilson 
ccli;;scd the 300-win mark early in 
,be season. He opened the season 
with a 296-196 career record. 

Steubenville's Fred Heathering­
ton, in only his 12th year, continues 
to get closer to the 250-win mark. 
He opened the season at 211-82 
and his Big Red squad reeled off 25 
more this season. 

Edison's Bill Beattle started the 
season at 168-104 in 12 seaso~s. 

Toronto's Matt Morrison opened 
with a 127-52 in just six;seasons 
and his club had added ·over 25 
more this year. Terry Edwards, well 
into the list of most wins among ac­
tive coaches, is in his 15th season of 

• a highly-successful career. 
The tournament also won't be 

without its top-notch players with 
the Class 1-A field including play­
ers like Dan Buchwach, Ryan Saari, 
Dan Stephens and R. J. Zitzelberger 
of Linsly, Rocky Swift, Mike Coss, 
Eric Taylor and Josh Shutler of St. 
John Central and Trent Ging, Cory 
Clark, Bob Emery and Derek Meek 
of Shadyside. 

The 2-A field will feature players 
like Mitch Lemasters, Scott Stutler, 
Bill. Kuhn and Randy Littlecot of 
Toronto, Mike Fisher, Jake Lewis 
and Clay Wilson of Barnesville, Ja­
son Morelli, Ryan Rankin and Luke 
Witkowski of Steubenville Central 

r 

and J. T. Richardson, Todd Fladin1 
and Jared Zavolta of Wheeling Cen 
tral. 

Competition in 3-A will featun 
players like Steve Iams, Riel 
Brookover, Josh King and Rich Pef 
ferman of Magnolia, Chris Ofat , 
Frankie Hibbitts, Derek Prizzi am 
Matt Prizzi of Bellaire, Ben Baioc 
co, Chris Baugh and D. J. Hynes o 
St. Clairsville and Matt Phillips, Joe 
Buxton and B. J. Kuhn of Harrisot 
Central. 

In the 4-A field are standout: 
like Matt Vein, Chris Schloss, Mike 
Joyce and Ralph Bµrke o 
Steubenville, George Laase, L~ 
Boroski, Billy Marchbank anc ! 
Nathan Prati of Buckeye Local, Jar 
od Rine and Matt Matkovich o 
John Marshall and Matt Bailey 
Matt Garman and Matt Halligan o 
Edison. 



TOP LEFT: Bellalre's Justin 
Homer makea a slldlng catch of 
a Sf. Clairsville fly ball during 

· ,Saturday's OVAC Class AAA 
baa11ball ■eml-flnals at 

, Bridgeport's Perkins Fl&ld. 
ABOVE: St. John's Junior 
Jacque Baker leads off of third 

• base during action of Saturday's 
, OVAC ClaBB A softball champl­
onatilp game In Moundsville. 
LE": Bellalre's Frankie Hlbblu.1 
elides home safely with the flnitl 
Bellaire run ahead of the tatl 
from Sl Clalrsvllle catcher Corey 
Shrleve. 

T-L Photo■/ MIKE McNELL · 
and PAULA GINTHER • 
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It was a Saturday 10 
forget for the Oh\O 
Valley Athletic 
Confereuce. 

A worst-case sce­
nario developed at two 
of the four sites where 
baseball semifinals 
were being conducted. 

As a result, support­
ers of both St. :::::::==:::=---;,-- Clairsville a_nd 

1 Harrison Central High 
• . arms And for good reason, it cer-Schools were up m . • 

.. lainly appears.MARTll-!SVII:,LE, where we were st~-

IA~ %~':scheduled.doubleheader at the MJgntm 
n~ diamond, an earlYi morning downpour ma e p ay-
g conditions treachertu~a~A';i~tween Frontier and St. 

. T~e 12 noon class .ed until later in the day. 
,rohn shad t~ 1?" po~tpo~ d the ground crew worked 

As cond1t10ns tmhp 0f~\i for a 2,oo start between ·'.Ulligently to read~ t e1 1e • 
MagnoliaandHarnson(:~n~;y at 2.15 but was halted 
sh!\~ tj'o!~~oBo~~J:/ gray skie; and a steady driz-

zle. . d h .gathered at home plate about As umpires an coa~. es • all come-to an end. 
3.0 minute~ later, the ;••4,h~~./t::'i'~isJussion, the field 

Followmg severa m,m th ame suspended, to be 
was deemed unplayahble •~:t 

0
; i~terruption, the bottom resumed (today) at t e J\01 . 

of the third inning. , I teran coach Dave Cisar and ' 
Bo_th Blue EagMle~k vse affell questioned the sudden Huskies' mentor • e 

decision to pe_rmane~ 11~~~ P~[i~g skies were clearing . Not 2 O m~i:iu.tes er 
1 • 

and the sun s llllrm• ltd crew returned to work as a 
Furthern,10re, e _gr?u looked on in disbelief. • 

few remainmg ~uskief /r~t John's and Frontier were 
_so~e 90 mmutes ~ e ,;,hi~h was played without inci: vymg in a 1-A encoun er ,. 

• dent. d decision-making is .easy, but 
N_o o1;1e ~~\~l5~~ntesi clearly botched the call, infu-

UID\Jlfes in . C tr 1 followers many of whom trav-riating Hamson en ~ . • 
eled two hours to the site. • d . t • •o•· • • • , .ir, ,..., .. 1:'l is ir• ·1lvr. 1·~ e a,t' s__,,__..,.,_ • • ,,siderm 0 11 ' effort should have !>cell . play beglnni".g TUesaay, every e In that regard, both 
made to continue Saturdayrs gam • arily and unfortu-schools and their fans were unnecess 
nately inconveniencedB . k High where Bruins' coach 
Ro~i~~~~a;~:~u::e~ similar weather-related 
predicaments. t ·th (Z-A) game (between "We were able to ge • e . I) \ ted 
Wheeling Central and Steubenville Cent,;a_ comp ealls 

d nur set in " Robinson rec • before a fairly he~vy ownpr tho~gh was the field "Under no ctrcumstan'"'es, ' hall playable for the (scheduled) ';Edison-John Mars game 

at ~;The umpires approached and related they were '~i't 
.ing to wait as long as possible. Both coaches agree o 
the same," Robinson ;d::i· kids check the weather fore-
-~;1 a':7J~~O::e~~~n~ conditions were improvingci· ~t 
~ook a couple hours to ~et th!'. fiel~. ready. Once we 1 • 
th game was played in its entirety. bl' e WHICH LEAVES St. Clairsville fans grum tn~ . . t' declare Saturday's 3-A sem1-
~~na~e:':fr~~afe~~~~n aier play h_ad _to be stopped at 
Bridge_P?rt in the top 0 f1~1r~'Z!~~st~~~ounted a late 

Tratlmll 5-3. af1er s run The Devils had two runners 
rally• pulh11thg w1thmt •when' umpires had little choice but on base w1 no ou . • 

to s~:ri~l~ing the rule states 'such a scenanrte' ~ ~iu:e la~ 
• of play the outcome reve , no suspens(on • ti the Red Devils to a 5-3 set-completed mning, relega ng 

back. . h wever we wonder should weather 

:~ig;~e~~~~l~u~~=,t~e a ~~;!g~~rJ:?~~:~s~ 

/illg::n;f:';{tt!~::S~::~~;;;~fi;s Field poinl!!J I? g~~;~-
al lack of leadership and judge111ent by offict s in a • 

'' dance ' • th bout ,\ with conditions dramatica~y improvmg ro~~ pt 
' the day' was it out of the quest1~n to make ev~ry a m 
,to resun:e pl~~ ;hlla~:l~~l~t~ltlted through a three-~our 
de~f~•:~:day night be~ore resuming the Phllhes­
Braves' regular season affair. ·'f' 1 ' Incidentally the other po~tponed \-A s~mt 1:d 

•• h duled Saturday at Bridgeport invo\vm~ Lmsly 
;ch:dyside was slated to be q'ontested this afternoon 

• (5:00). 

Bellaire trips St. C. 
in OVAC semifinals 
By BUBBA KAPRAL 
Times Lender Sports Editor 

Timing is everything. 
Saturday's OVAC baseball semi­

final game at Brookside is a perfect 
example. 

For St. Clairsville, the rains 
couldn't have arrived at a more in­
opportune time. Bellaire, on the 
other hand, used Mother's Nature 
arrival to cement its berth in the 
OV AC 3-A championship game 
this coming Saturday. 

The Big Reds were officially 
awarded a 5-3 sixth-inning tri­
umph. The game, however, was 
halted in the top of the seventh with 
Bellaire clinging to a 5-4 lead and 
Red Devils occupying first and sec­
ond base. Moreover, no outs had 
been recorded. 

Enter the rain. 
Play never resumed, forcing the 

game to revert back to the score af­
ter six innings. 

The win improved Bellaire to 
13-7. Prior to playing. for the 
OV AC title, the Reds' of Tube 
Davis will begin district action 
Tuesday at Steubenville. 

"You hate to have the game end 
that way but you can 'I control the 
weather,'' Davis said. "I'm ~now 
St. C. isn't happy but we also 
would have liked to play it out." 

The loss ended St. Clairsville's 
campaign at 14-12. 

_Saturday's second OVAC contest 
-- Linsly and Shadyside -- was 
postponed and rescheduled for 
Monday at 5 p.m. at Perkins Field. 

"That is a tough way to lose. We 
had a nice rally going," Hall of­
fered. "But we also tlug ourselves 
into a hole." 

Hall was right on both counts. 
Bellaire made the most. of just 

three hits on the day. However, four 
Red Devil errors played a major 
role in St. C. 's downfall. 

Be.Ilaire put three runs on the 

board in the•first inning, courtesy of 
just two hits. 

Senior standout Frankie Hibbitts 
opened the Reds' first inning by be­
ing hit by a pitch. Two Red Devils 
errors combined with a Matt Frizzi 
triple and a Derek Frizzi single 
translated into three Bellaire runs. 

The Red Devils countered with 
two runs in the second. 

The Reds' Derek Myers and Dev­
ils' Rick Leach then took matters 
into their own arms. The respective 
pitchers -- both of whom per­
formed superbly -- traded zeroes 
until St. C. broke through in the 
sixth for a run, knotting matters at 
3-all. . 

Corey Shrieve opened the frame 
with a single for the Devils. Todd 
Garlinger came on to run for the 
Red Devils' catcher. After a Leach 
sacrifice, Derrick Wood delivered a 
run-scoring single. 

The lead was short-lived, howev­
er. 

Bellaire responded in the bottom 
of the sixth with two runs -- on NO 
hits. With two outs, three straight 
walks loaded the bases before a 
throwing error allowed two runs to 
touch the plate. 

St. C. made matters quite interest­
ing in the seventh. Brent Williams 
opened the frame with a home run, 
Adam Quirk and Ben Baiocco were 
recipients of walks. 

The Devils would rally no more 
as the rains ended the affair. 

Williams paced St. C. -- which. 
was limited to five hits-- with a 
homer and single. 

In addition to the Frizz! first-in­
ning hits, Bellaire received a single 
from Chris Ofat. 

"We didn't play real well today. 
neither team did," Davis added .. 
"But we did what we needed to do." 
Line score: 

St. Clairsville 020 001 3 5 4 
Bellaire 300 002 5 3 1 
BATTERIES: Leach, Baugh (6), Leach 
(6) end Shrleve; Myers and Thoburn. 

St. John's pounds:: 
Frontier in OVAC .; 
St. John Central crushed Frontier 

by a 13-2 count in an OVAC 1-A 
s~nifi~al tilt.Saturday at the Magno­
ha High dtamnod in New Mar­
tinsville. 

The other scheduled game - a 3-
A semifinal contest between Mag­
nolia and Harrison Central - was 
suspended in the bottom of the third 
inning with Harrison Central lead-

' ing by 3-0. 
Umpires deemed the field un­

playable following a 25-minute rain 
delay. 

Approximately 90 minutes late.r 
the Irish and Cougars battled on th; 
same diamond. 
. The RC-Magnolia game is slated 

to resume Monday afternoon at 
5:00. 

ST. JOHN CENTRAL ad­
vanced to the Class A champi­
onship game with a rout of Frontier 
in five innings. 

The win advances St. John's to 
next Saturday's championship game 
allai~st the winner of Monday 
mght s game between Shadyside 

and Linsly, which was rained out at' 
Bridgeport"s Perkins Field. ,1,> 

. T~e Irish. now 20-3. will begin 
dtstnct play on Monday night ntl 
Ridgewood against Zanesville 
Rosecrans with the first pitch set for 
5p.m. 

Josh Shutler was the big stick for 
the Green as he launched a hon'jc, 
run and a single with four R~t;; 
Mark Hartleib drove in three runs 
with a double and a single. • 

Rocky Swift plated a pair <tfl 
teammates with a single and a dfM.!1 
ble. ·,rn 

Willie Clegg added n run-scoring 
forthe Irish. ,", · 

Swift nlso gained the mound vie,; 
tory for the Irish. ~"I 

He and J.D. McCracken co~ 
bined to nllo just four Frontier hit!I!"" 

Rick Kroll led Frontier with tlfl!f 
singles and n RBI. J . 

OVAC CLASS A SEMIFINAL J 
Frontier 01 0 01 - 2 4 s 
St. John's 273 1x - 13 8 l 2 
BATTERIES: Goodwin, Reed (3) a,wl 
Shapely. Swllt, McCracken and Clegg. 



Buckeye Local stuns Big Red 
By RICK DeLUCA 
Times Lender Sport.'1 Writer 

If there are no more upsets in 
Ohio Valley baseball, Buckeye Lo­
cal' s win over once-beaten 
Steubenville will do just fine. 

Despite closing the season as one 
of the hottest teams in the area, the 
Panthers were still decided under­
dogs against Big Red coming into 
Saturday's OVAC semi-final at 
Toronto's Knight Baseball Complex. 

Big Red left the the Knight Com­
plex talking to themselves. 

Getting some clutch hitting and 
good pitching down the stretch, 
fourth-seeded Buckeye Local upset 
top-seeded and Ohio No. 2 ranked 
Steubenville, 9-4, on Saturday to ad­
vance into next week's OVAC 4-A 
title game at Vacarro Field. 

Coach Joe Smarella's Panthers 
fell behind the Big Red in the third 
before erupting for three In the fifth 
and went on to notch their I 6th win 
in 26 outings. 

Buckeye returns to action on 
Wednesday when they take on 
Dover in the Division II District 
opener. 

Coach Fred Heatherington's Big 
.-ed lost for only the second time 
this year and fell to 25-2 on the sea­
son. Steubenville will next play in 
the district tourney. Buckeye and 
Big Red could meet again in the re-

gionais. 
"Today, things just going our 

way," Smarella said after the big 
win. "All year long, we've been say­
ing that we were getting a lot of bad 
breaks, but things started going our 
way finally and we're playing good 
baseball on offense and defense." 

''The kids are playing real well as 
a team and I stress that everyday and 
they believe in themselves and that 
they can go out and beat anybody," 
he added. 

"I wasn't sure what I was going 
to do today with the game coming 
up Wednesday, but Larry's (Boros­
ki) pitched good for us the last two 
outings and if we could keep it 
close, we would come in with some­
body else," the Panther coach said. 
"And he did. He pitched an excellent 
game. He spotted his pitches real 
well and he kept them off balaµce 
and our defense came through and 
made the plays they had to make." 

"Ralph (Burke) is a good pitcher 
and I know the (Steubenville) coach­
es and I know they have a lot of con­
fidence in him and that's why they 
stuck with him," Smarelia said. 

"We just came out on top and 
that's the way it went today," he 
added. 

Buckeye got a break in U1e bot- • 
tom of the fourth with Big Red at the 
plate and made the regular season 
OVAC champions pay for it when 

the Panthers came to bat. 
With the bases loaded and just 

one out, Big Red's Rob Crowe hit a 
grounder to short. panther George 
Laase fielded the grounder and was 
set to throw home when the 
Steubenville runner from second ran 
into Laase. That runner was called 
and Big Red eventually stranded 
three runners in the inning without 
scoring a run . .Steubenville led by 4-
3 at that point. 

In the top of the fifth, Big Red 
paid dearly. Laase opened with a 
walk, then scored when Chad Fig­
urski's single ·to right resulted a 
throwing error that sent Laase home. 
Jared Schultz come on to pinch-hit 
for the designated hitter and prompt­
ly drilled a Burke pitch 
over the left centerfield wall. The 
two-run shot put Buckeye ahead by 
6-4. 

"For the first time all year, it 
(pinch-hitting Schultz) made me 
look like a genius," Smarelia joking 
said about the homer. "Jared's really 
been hitting good in practice and it 
was just a gut feeling, so I went with 
it and it worked out good for the 
teamt 

Buckeye scored twice in the sec­
ond after Figurski singled to right, 
advanced on a waJk and again on a 
balk, then scored on Dustin Kliner's 
single to center. Two Big Red errors 
allowed KIiner to score one batter 

later. . 
The Panthers tallied one in the 

third after Boroski singled, stole ~ec­
ond and tallied on Laase's single. 

Buckeye iced the win with three 
in the seventh, taking advantage of 
four walks, two errors and a KIiner 
single up the middle to plate three 
more runs. 

Big Red scored once in the sec­
ond on Chris Schloss' long solo 
homer to left center. 

In the third, Steubenville took the 
lead as Crowe singled and Matt Vein 
followed with a two-run bonier. A 
single by Schloss, a fielder s choice 
and a single to center by J. J. Bain­
bridge added a third taily. 

Boroski, KIiner and Figurski end­
ed with three singles each to lead 
Bucker.e, while Bainbridge led Big 
Red with three singles. 

Boroski started on the mound for 
the winners pitching four and two­
thirds innings, walking one batter 
and striking out none. KIiner came • 
on in the fifth and picked up the save • 
with four strikeouts and four walks. 
Klinei did not allow a hit. 

Burke went the distance on the 
mound for Big Red, recording nine 
strikeouts and five walks. 
Line score: 

Buckeye Local 021 030 3 -- 9 11 2 
Steubenville 013 000 o - 412 5 
Batteries: Boroski, ,KIiner (5) and Prati; 
Burke and Crowe. 

Red Knights no-hit Barnesville 
By RICK DeLUCA 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

There's a reason why Toronto's 
p9werful Red Knights were one of 
the state'stop-ranked teams. They 
hit, they pitch, they field like a top­
l'l!jlked team. 
···And you'll get no arguement from 

fl/ll'llesville coach Brad Wilson and 
tjis Shamrock nine. 

Toronto ripped Barnesville pitch­
ing for 11 hits, did not make an er­
rot and all while two pitchers were 
combining on a no-hitter as the Red 
Kµights topped the Shamrocks, 9-0, 
in the OV AC Class 2-A semi-finals 
afthe Knight Basebail Complex Sat­
urday afternoon. 

. With the win, coach Matt Mor­
rison s Red Knights improved to 
25-2 on the season. Their only loss­
es coming to Steubenville Central 
and Beaver Local. 
: Morrison's crew will be back in 

qction on Tuesday taking on Hiland 
iµ'.the Division III District tourney at 
!!idgewood High in West Lafayette. 
yame time in 5 p.m. 

If the Knights win, they will re­
turn for the District final on 
Wednesday. 

Ohio state champions two years 
ago, Toronto's win on Saturday 
moved the Knights into next Satur­
day s OVAC 2-A final at Vacarro 
Field in Steubenville. 

Coach Brad Wilson's Shamrocks 
closed out an up and down season 
with the loss. 

Barnesville opened the season 
with three straight losses, then reeled 
off eight straight win before a late 
season tailspin saw the Rocks close 
out a 10-11. 

Toronto received a great pitching 
effort from both starter Scott Stutler 
and reliever Matt Ludewig as the 
pair combined 9n a no-hitter. Stutler 
recorded six strikeouts and walked 
two while Ludewig whiffed six 
more and issued three free passes. 
Combined, the duo allowed only 
seven balls into play. 

"We played very well today, 
good base running, good hitting," 
Morrison said after the win. "Great 
pitching, outstanding pitching." 

"We ve been pitching the ball re­
al well all year," the Knight coach 
added. "And we're real happy the 
way we've come along offensive this 
last week or so." 

"Those two (Stutler and 
Ludewig) do a nice job together," he 
said. "We planned to throw Scott 
four innings and Matt three innings 
no matter what happened because 
we wanted to make sure they could 
both go on Tuesday if we need them. 
That was our plan all along, but it 
was tough taking Scott out of there 
when he had a no-hitter going." 

"Scott understands this is a team 
thing and he knows we have to keep 
the arms fresh, Morrison said. "They 
all know what our main objective is 
and that's the state tournament." 

"Even our outs were hit hard. 
We re starting to hit the ball the 
way we are capable of and hopefuily 
we Ii have a good week next week 
as well,'' he added. 

Toronto scored three times in the 
first getting a single from Randy Lit­
tllecot; Ii run-scoring double by 
Doug Luescko, a walk to Stutler and 

a two-run double by catcher Bill 
Kuhn. 

In the second, the winners added 
three more as Don Price got his first 
of two triples and scored on Bill 
Williams double. Shawn Cain dou­
bled to left to plate Williams and lat­
er scored on a stolen base and error 
on the catcher. 

The Knights tacked on a run in 
the fourth. Cain singled, stole sec­
ond and scored 
on an error. 

In the fifth, Toronto put up two 
more runs as Stutler opened with a 
walk, stole second and scored on 
Mike Romey's double to right. 
Price's single up the middle plated 
Romey. 

Luesko closed with a single and 
double, while Price had two triples 
and a single to lead the Knights. 
Line score: 
Barnesville 000 000 o - 0 0 3 
Toronto 330 120 x •· 911 0 
Batteries: Gallagher, Flood (2), Fisher 
(5) and Lucas; Stutler, Ludewig (4) and 
Kuhn. 



Harrison Central. s·hades Bellaire, 4-3 
•Huskies earn OVAC 3-A championship 
By RICH GIBSON 
T-L Associate Sports Editor 

Saturday's OVAC 3-A champi­
onship game between Bellaire and 
Harrison Central figured to be a 
closely contested, down to the wire 
affair. 

That it was. 
Mike Saffell's Huskies used two 

of the sport's most storied intangi­
bles -- pitching and defense -- to 
earn the big trophy. 

Southpaw Trent Luyster capped 
a superb junior season, recording 
eight strikeouts and walking but one 
to key a tense 4-3 Huskies' tri­
umph. 

The dramatic conquest at 
Steubenville's Vaccaro Field en­
abled Saffell's squad to finish 14-
1 0 and capture the first conference 
b!illner in the new consolidation's 
history. 

"They beat us twice during the 
regular season. It feels real good to 
get this one," the 26-year old Saf­
fell noted. 

Luyster, the lone Lakeland trans­
plant to wear a HC uniform, had lit­
tle margin for error on an overcast 
day, facing equally outstanding Big 
Reds' mound ace Chris Ofat 

"Trent's pitched like that two 
seasons now," Saffell advised. 
"He's a fearless competitor. Trent 
wants the ball in clutch situations." 

After putting the wraps on a 7-2 
season, and already with l 79 ca­
reer Ks, Luyster insists there's 
room for improvement 

"I need to work on my change­
up. Hopefully, I'll do that over the 
summer," he said. Luyster will be 
pitching for Maynard Legion this 
season. 

Ofat, meanwhile, all but matched 
his mound opponent. Bellaire's grit­
ty rlghthander spaced eight hits 
while compiling seven Ks and two 
walks. 

Involved in a 1-1 lockup enter­
ing the top of the sixth, both teams 
mou*d impressive rallies. 

The Huskies struck first In un­
likely fashion. 

Centerfielder Michael Hertz led 
off by lining an Ofat offering over 
the fence in left field. It was the 
sophomore's first and only round­
tripper of the season. 

• Luyster then laced a single up 
the middle and swiped second base 
before classmate Willie Luther 
lined a triple to deep right for a 3-1 
lighting. 

Buckeye Local fal·ls 
in OVAC title gam·e 
By RICK DeLUCA • 
Timcs Leader Sports Writer 

It was one of the Ohio Valley's 
hottest pitchers versus one of the 
valley's hottest teams. 

With hopes of notching its first­
ever OV AC Class 4-A baseball ti­
tle, Buckeye Local ran into buzz. 
saw named Matt Halligan. 

Edison's flreballing rlghthander 
was superb, striking out I 5 Pan­
thers over six innings, in leading 
the Wildcats to a 7-0 victory Satur­
day night at Vaccaro Field in 
Steubenville. 

With the win Edison coach Bill 
Beattie's club closes out the season 
with a fine i 8-8 record. The Wild­
cats had been eliminated in the 
Ohio sectional finals one week. 

Under the direction of first-year 
coach Joe Smarella, Buckeye Local 
saw its record drop to 18-11. The 
Panthers will play St. John Central 
Qn Thursday at 5 p.m. at Perkins 
Ijield in the EOBL Championship 

lame. 
The Panthers then will make 

eir regional debut Friday after­
noon at 2 p.m. when they oppose 
Washington Court House at Lan­
caster. Steubenville will South 
point in the 5 p.m. game with the 
winners coming back to play Satur­
day. 

Halligan shut down one of the 
valley's hottest teams, limiting the 
Panthers to just three hits over six 
innings. He struck out the side in 
the second, fifth and sixth innings. 

Edison got on the board first in 

the second inning as Caleb Meyer 
and Tom Snyder received back-to­
back walks. Doug Wickham hit a 
fielder's choice ground ball but the 
throw was wide and Meyer scored 

With one out in the fourth ln­
.ning, Meyer got thing started for 
Edison will) a single. Snyder fol­
lowed with a single to right and 
both runners moved up on errors. 
Wickham followed with a sac fly to 
left to score Meyer to make it 2-0. 

In the fifth inning, with one out 
Derek Bendle walked before Halli­
gan singled up the middle. A dou­
ble steal would advance the runners 
to second and third, and David Gor­
by's flyball to right would Score 
Bendle to make it 3-0. 

The Wildcats broke it open in 
the sixth. inning as Matt Balley 
reached on an error. Snyder fol­
lowed with a single to right and 
Wickham with a base hit to left 
which scored Bailey. The Wtldca,ts 
would get another run when Snyder 

•would score op a throwing error on 
a Bendle ground ball. 

Halligan cleared the bases with a 
triple off the right centerfield wall 
to plate two more runs. 

Dustin KJiner pitched well in de­
feat He allowed just six hits, but 
was the victim of four Buckeye er­
rors. He fanned three and walked 
five while carrying a ho-hitter into 
the fourth inning. 
Buckeye Local 000 000 o - o 3 4 
Edison 010114 X - 7 6 0 
BATTERIES: Kline,, Boroski (6) and 
Prati, Otto (6). Halligan, Streblo (7) and 
Gorby. 

A costly error charged to Ofat al­
l owed shortstop Joe Buxton to 
reach as Luther raced home with 
what woul4 prove the game-winner. 
Ofat promptly picked off Buxton, 
then worked out of further trouble. 

Bellaire answered immediately. 
Designated hitter Derek Prizzi 
drilled a double. 

After catcher Rocky Thoburn 
reached on an Infield hit, second 
baseman Justin Homer singled for a, 
4-2 reading. 

Luyster recorded the inning's 
second out, but hot-hitting Frankie 
Hibbitts hammered a single to left. 

Thoburn rode home with Bel­
laire's third tally. A momentary 
bobble by leftfielder Steve Albaugh 
sent Homer scurrying to third. 

Albaugh, however, recovered 
nicely and fired a strike to senior 
Matt Phillips who applied a dandy 
swipe tag to gun down the Reds' 
runner and end the inning. 

"Hard to believe, but we worked 
hard on outfield relay throws yes­
terday in practice," Saffell stated. 
"It really paid off there." 

Ofat worked out of a bases 
loaded jam in the top of the sev­
enth, but Luyster was equal to the 
task. 

After falling behind Ofat 3-0 to 
lead off the frame, Luyster battled 

back to induce a fly ball. 
After racking up his eighth 

strikeout, Luyster saw cleanup man 
Derek Myers hit a tailing drive to 
right which Luyster tracked down 
wTth a sliding grab to end the game. 

"Bellaire's very talented. 
They're tough up and down the or­
der," Saffell praised. 

"Everything just fell into place 
for us today. I'm especially happy 
for our seniors," he added, referring 
to Phillips, Buxton and catcher B.J. 
Kuhn. 

Hibbitts hit two singles and 
scored the game's first run. 

Matt Prizzi clubbed a single and 
double as Bellaire outhit the 
Huskies, 9-8. Homer and Thoburn 
each singled twice. 

Hertz and Kuhn belted two hits 
apiece for Harrison. Kuhn's RBI hit 
in the third plated Albaugh for the 
early l -1 tie. 

Both teams stranded seven 
baserunners. 

The 3-A title contest was played 
in a swift one hour, 25 minutes. 

Under Charles "Tube" Davis, 
the Big Reds fashioned a good 15-
10 record. 

Line score: 
Harrlaon Central 001 003 0 _ 4 8 0 
Bella Int 100 002 0 _ 3 9 3 

BATTERIES: Luyster and Kuhn. Ofat 
and Thoburn. 

T-l Photo/PAULA GINTHER 
FIRING A strike to a· Harrison Central batter Saturday is Bellalre's 
Chris Ofat during the OVAC 3-A championship game. Ofat pitched 
well, recording seven strikeouts. The Huskies, however, behind 
southpaw ace Trent Luyster, gained the title via a 4-3 triumph. 



First OV AC Championship for Harrison• Centr~irl 
,Defense the key as Bellaire's Ofat hung with hard-luck loss 

By SHAWN RINE start in the lx>Uoin of the Bat as 
For The News-Register Bellalre's Frankie Hlbbitti, wllo had Class AAA 

· · Hap-JliQll, ~tr~l tnCJ;i,xAA,,Jll!k led. off t;\!c .imling with a sillgle. 
• Cinderella slipper for slze iii the, W~•lliiiWIY IIIPl!ll!ftodlJd wiCla . __,_ • te1·• ._. ,.. 
OVAC Cl!ISS MA championship twooutlilldscoredooawildj)nchby - • -- - ... 

• game at Vaccaro Field Satutday and Trent Luyslcr. 25~~~.;!~ kuhn 
, found It flt llke a glove. Harrison Ccntn!l team laloUed the 11---0lot 1700, 2w1.-1 n.obum. -

A baseball glove, of course. count lo tbe top of tbc thin! wllca tbe 25, <Ill: Rial s, o, l'1iw D: Thoburn :ZS. 
The Huskies, who barely Big RedJ' rigbt fielder whiffed oo -S.<lll 

squeezed into the playoff field as tbc Steve Albauglt's lcadotf slagll:. The '--------,------' 
No. 4 seed, upset No. 2-seedcd two-base error puj Albaugh at thiro from for tbe ~. 
Bellaire 4-3 to win the fint 0¥ AC and he jogcd liome oo a BJ. ·JCuilll Luysler followe,,1 wllh • riRgillg 
Class AA A baseba)I champiollJblp in single. 5iagle. stole -1 1111d came borne 
school history. The game !iCUled lato a pilcbet'$ wllca Willy Ludlell tripled inlo the 

Defense was the key for HaJmoa duel foo the next few laaiDgs as Oat right ceal.etficld pp. Joe Bwttoa 
Central (16-12) as the Hll&klc& and L\ly,ller m•tctw1 7Cl'OI, ualil tllc d!en bcunrftl " ~ ball oo the 
played error~ defense and · took top of the sixth. iaficld a.at was l!OOlcd. llllowlng 
advantage of some ctUClaL miscues. Ml¢)lael Bcrtz pllt Harmoa Ludler ID «on:. 
on the part of the Big Reds (14-11) Centrals~ the I-all tic ia style Ofat m::,rf 10 escape wilh 111> 
to hang a rare loss on llellairc .ace by ierldn. g an Ofilt plt,ch deep over funher dtrnll!" but die Huskies had a 
Chris Ofi!l, the 1eft field wall for a teadoft'liomer 4-1 lcld. 

The H11skies got off to a rocky but there was more where that came It allll05t w-'.,t taough •. 
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OVAC baseballi\­
playoff field se. 
By RICK DeLUCA 
Times Leader Sports Writer 

Steubenvllle and Toronto coast­
ed, Magnolia came from behind and 
St John Central had to battle to the 

. wire. 
As a re,,uit, all four are OVAC 

regular season champions in base­
ball. 

With final standings released to­
day by OV AC baseball director 
Bob Solar, Steubenville and Toron­
to ~asily finished the season atop 
the1r respective divisions. 

Magnolia, who trailed Bellaire 
through much of the season, cap­
tured the 3-A crown and St. John 
Central was able to hold off run­
n~rup Linsly for the I-A title by the 
sltmmest of margrns. 

Big Red, under veteran coach 
Fred Heatherington, posted wins in 
their final 19 games to run away 
with the OV AC's Class 4-A crown 
and earn the top seed in the confer­
ence playoffs. 

St Clairsville finished third 
posting a 12-10 mark and spo 
a 2 7. 7 average while Harrison c 
tral grabbed the final playoff s 
ahead of Buckeye Trail with a I 
record and a 26. 7 average, t 

In Class 2-A, Toronto left Ji 
doubt as to who was No 1 a 
putting together a 23-2 record 
rolling up 1100 points for a 4 
average. Coach Matt 'Morriso 
c)ub put togethe:: a couple long w 
rung streaks dunng the season. 

Steubenville Central finis 
second with a 15-8 record an 
30.9 average while Wheeling C • 
traI had a stranglehold on third 
a 17-5 mark. · 

Barnesvllle edged three com 
tors to secure the final playoffs 
The Shamrocks closed at 10-8 
a 20.6 average, Just ahead of 
place Caldwell. 

1hsM 
,M 
,mu~ 

With ooc out in. the Bellaire sffil¥.' 
Derek Frizz! doubled and Rocky 
1l\obUrn singled \o put rlllll\C~ 
flrstlllld third. Juatln Homer lhe n 
gled up tho mlddle to scan! . 
cutting the lead to 4-2. 

L11ys1er struck 0111 Ille. next bit/£ 
but Hibbits singled up the middle to 
drive In Thoburn. trlmmlllg the .ar­
gin to 4-3 and leaving rtlllllCl'li·Altl 
first 1111d second for·Ofat,•but Lu)l1,III'., 
got his mound eo11nterput to flw,utt 
to the outt1cld to end tho lnnlng,illiW 

The Harrison Central ace 'llwlt 
shut down the Big Reds In ~,~v3i 
order In tac bottom: of tho se.valllir40> 
lock. up Ille win. Lllystcr lftiO up ntnc 
hits but struck out eight and wal!U!N 
just ooe. , · . . ,,oo') 

Ofat. who IJl'Obably doservllllxM< 
betler fate, had' seven !llllkeoutaibdt 
two walks. , 1uol ,,,, 

Steubenville finished with a 
sparkling 22-1 record and racked 
up 1230 points, tops in the confer­
ence, to lead the 4-A division. John 
Marshall finished second with an 
11-5 mark and a 36.9 record. 

In Class 1-A, St. John Centr 
garnered the regular season title anll 
No. I seed with a 16-3 record andA 
27.9 average. Coach Tom Sli.!Ut 
wiil be returning his club to tli'l, 
OV AC tourney for a third straight 
year. W 

H. Photoll'AULA GINTHER, 
DELIVERING to the plate during Wednesday's OVAC Baseball All-' 
Star clash between Ohio and West Virginia at Perkins Field In: 
Brookside Is Bellalre's Chris Ofal The standout hurler pitched the first 
two Innings of Ohio's 20-7 victory. See story page 4B. • 

Edison, closing the regular sea­
sc_m at 15-7, was Just a fraction be­
hmd the Monarchs in third with a 
36.4 average, whlle Buckeye Lo­
cal's impressive final week in which 
they reeled off five straight wins 
grabbed the final playoff spot ahead 
of fifth place Weir. Buckeye closed 
at 15-10 with a 32.0 average. 

In Class 3-A, coach Dave Clsar's 
Magnolia nine posted an impressive 
I 4-4 mark to snare first place from 
a competitive field. The Blue Ea­
gles closed with 610 points and 
33.9 average. 

Bellaire, the 3-A leader most of 
the season, finished second at 2 8 3 
with its 11-7 mark. • 

Linsly finished second wit~i'1 
I 7-6 record and a 26.9 aver:Wf 
while Shadyside closed out at I,;/ 
and placed third. 13 

Frontier grabbed the fourth spor 
with a 10-7 record and a 21.8 a~ 
age to beat out fifth place Pad 
City for the final playoff spot. 

Semi-final action is slated for 
S_aturday at four locations, Brookt 
side, New Martinsville, Brooke 8Jlid . 
Toronto. Finals are set for the rcii/1 
lowing Saturday at Vaccaro Field in. 
Steubenville. ; • ',· 

Matchups in the semis will pit 
the No. I seed opposite the No, 1,t,1 
seed and the No. 2 and No. 3 see~•, 
will play in the other contest. Looa,1 
tions for each game have yet to be ,ol 
detennlned. · • 



By RICK DeLUCA 
Tlrnc5 Leader Sport., Writer 

As luck would have it, Toronto 
and New Martinsville drew the big 
dogs. , 

With pairings announced for the 
start of OV AC baseball tournament 
this weekend, Toronto and Magno­
lia high school fields will each play 
host to two of the four regular sea­
son champions. 

Toronto drew the two winnlngest 
teams this season with Steubenville 
and the hometown Red Knights 
playing at the up-river diamond. 

Semi-final action will take place 
at four locations, Bridgeport and 
Brooke along with Toronto and 
Magnolia 

At Toronto, Big Red will open 
play at noon with its 19-game 

streak against fourth-seeded Buck­
eye Local in a Class 4-A matchup. 
At 2 p.m. Class 2-A top-seed 
Toronto, with a 23-2 record, takes 
on fourth-seeded Barnesville. 

At ·Magnolia, the noon matchup 
features Class_ 1-A top-seed St. 

Three-Time Champions 

John Central battling fourth-seeded 
Frontier while Magnolia. the Class 
3-A champion, goes after fourth­
seed Harrison Central. 

Not to be outdone, Perkins Field 
in Brookside will host a noon Class 
3-A battle between second-seeded 
Bellaire and third-seeded St. 
Clairsville. In the 2 p.m. matchup, 
second-seeded Linsly takes on 
third-seeded Shadyside in a Class 
1-A semifinal. 

Brooke High will -play host to 
what could be the most evenly­
matched pairings of the tourney 
with third-seeded Wheeling Central 
playing second-seeded Steubenville 
Central in a Class 2-A game at 
noon and third-seeded Edison tak­
ing on second-seeded John Mat­
shall at 2 p.m. in a 4-A semi. 

• Winners on Saturday will ad­
vance into next Saturday's OV AC 
championship finals at Vaccaro 
Field in Steubenville. 

Ticket prices at all sites have 
been set at $3 for adults and $2 for 
students. 

OV AC Baseball Pairings 
At Bridgeport - (Class 3-A) St. , 

Clairsville vs. Bellaire, noon; (Class 
1-A) Shadyside VS. Llnsly, 2 p.m. 

At Toronto - (Class 4-A) Buck­
eye Local vs. Steubenville, noon; 
(Class 2-A) Barnesville vs. Toronto, 
2p.m. 

At Magnolia - (Class 1-A) Fron­
tier vs. St. John Central, noon; 
(Class 3-A) Harrison Central vs. 
Magnolia, 2 p.m. 

At Brooke - (Class 2-A) Wheel­
ing Central vs. Steubenville Central, 
noon; (Class 4-A) Edison vs. John 
Marshall, 2 p.m. 

The Bellaire St. John's baseball team capped yet another successful season last week by defeating Llnsly 
8-4 at Vaccilro Field to win their third consecutive Ohio Valley Athletic Conference Class A championship. 
The Flghtlnl! Irish, who finished the year with a spark!~ 22-4 record, also won OVAC Class A and 
Eastern Ohio Baseball League regular season championslilps. Front row, from ten: Ben Shutler, Joey 
Vavra, Josh Shutler, Rocky Swift, Ben Baldwin and Andrew Bannon. Second row, from len: Mark 
Hartlld>1. hei!'1 coach Tom Sliva, David Shutler, Jimmy Poland, Matt Nardo, Eric Taylor, Willie Clegg, 
J.D. MCl-TaCKen, Kyle Oglihee and asslstmtt coach Eric Petho. 

OVAC Baseball Committee 

T·L Pho\n,RICK DoLUCA 

PICTURED are the members of the OVAC Baseball Committee. Front row, from left, are Linsly's 

Gary Sprague, St. Clairsville's Richard "Lefty" Hall, director Bob Solan, and Bamesville's Brad 

WIison. Second row, from left, are Bellaire's Terry Espina, Bridgeport's Sieve Powell, 

Steubenville's Fred Heatherington, and Brooke's Rob Robinson. 



Toronto 'takes 2-A title 
Toronto's Red Knights made the 

most of only five hits and rallied 
each added RBI base raps. 

Lemasters accounted for two Red 
Knight runs. 

Line score: 
• from an early three-run deficit to 

topple St~ubenville Central, 8-5, in 
, Saturday s OV AC 2-A title game at 

Steubenville's Vaccaro Field. 
Steub, Central 300 110 o -· s 6 2 
Toronto 222 002 x - a 5 2 

Behind mound ace Ryan Rankin, 
the Crusaders struck for three runs 
in the top of the first. 

Toronto, however, worked its 
way back and rode the slants of 
southpaw ace Mitch LeMasters to 
conclude a superb 25-3 season un­
der Matt Morrison. 

LeMasters, came on in the top of 
the first for starter Scott Stutler. 
The Knights' lefty finished with 
eight strikeouts and three walks. 

Second baseman Shawn Cain 
clubbed a run'scoring triple to high­
light Toronto's game-clinching 
two-run bottom of the sixth. 
LeMasters followed with a sacrifice 
fly. 

Rankin compiled 11 Ks and six 
walks in a complete game outing. 
At the plate, he pounded a single 
and double, good for a run batted 
in. 

Central third baseman Steve 
Cramblett contributed a triple, sin­
g!~ and RBI. Designated hitter Matt 
Miller and catcher Ryan Cummings 

OVAC CLASS AAAA FINAL 
WHEELING PARK 4 JOHN MARSHALL 3 

John Marshall· 100 000 2 • 3 4 1 
Wheeling Park , 021 100 x - 4 8 3 
BATTERIES: West and Gorby. Newland and Hohman, Schell (6). 

Martins Ferry 
Indian Creek 

OVAC CLASS AAA FINAL 
MARTINS FERRY 6 INOIAN CREEK 4 

BATTERIES: Vinci and Mackey. Nash and Bell. 
OVAC CLASS A FINAL 

0100023 - 6 8 3 
2000200 - 4 4 3 

BEALLSVILLE 12 ST, JOHN CENTRAL 11 
St. John Central 
Beallsville 
BATTERIES: Lynn and Bumgardner. Nippert and Crum. 

124011011- 11 14 5 
050110212- 12 13 4 

Steubenville Central, 
Edison advance 

Edison and Steubenville Central scored OV AC semifinal baseball tri­
umphs Saturday at a rainy Brooke High diamond in Wellsburg. 

After the Crusaders wiped out Wheeling Central by an 11-0 count in a 
_2-A tilt, Edison eliminated John Marshall by 5-2 in a 4-A affair. 
: , As a result, Edison and Buckeye Local will battle for the big school 
,banner next Saturday at Steubenville's Vaccaro Field. 
' Steubenville Central, meanwhile, opposes Toronto for the 3-A crown. 
' STEUBENVILLE CENTRAL'S Ryan Rankin mowed down the Ma­
roon Knights on three hits in Saturday's opener. Rankin racked up eight 
strikeouts and ~sued but one walk. 

Designated hitter Matt Miller clubbed a two-run homer in the fourth in­
ning and shortstop Jason Morrelli led off the game with a solo shot as Cen-
tral improved to 17-8. . 

Miller also singled twice and totaled four RBIs. Morrelli added two hi~ 
for a three-RBI afternoon. Rankin aided his cause, collecting a single, dou­
ble and run batted in. 

Jason Bower, Todd Finding and Jason Ow<cns accounted for the 
Knights' lone base raps. ·• 

SATURDAY'S 4-A semifinal was delayed two hours while tourna-
ment officials worked tirelessly to make the field playable. . 

The Wildcats' Matt Halligan then proceeded to make life miserable for 
Bob Montgomery"s Monarchs. Ha!Hgan recorded nine strikeouts and two 
walks en route to hurling a four-hitter. 

Matt Bailey's two-run double in the top of the fifth enabled Edison to 
take a 3-0 upperhand. The 'Cats added two more tallies in the sixth then 
held off a JM comeback bid. 

Matt Matkovich lined two singles for the Monarchs. Jon Wilfong drilled 
a double. Billy Rinderer clouted a sacrifice fly. 

• OVAC2-A 
Staub. Central 341 30 -· 1 1 13 1 
Wheeling Cent 000 00 - 0 • 3 3 
BATTERIES: Rankin and Cummings. Laflam, Edwards (3) and Bower. 

OVAP4-A 
Edison 100 022 o -· 5 6 1 
JM 000 001 1--24·1 
BATTERIES: Halligan and Gorby. McKown, Amedro (3), Wilfong (6) and Crowe, 

Skrypak (5). ' • 

OVAC Baseball Capsules II II 
CLASS 1•A Orosleko, Jusfin Bown!ee, Dabe Malatinski,. Chad Marmskl, 

FRONTIER COUGARS (4) Jason (Mens, Keith Wodusky, Aaron Wilkinson, Mark Sapon. 
Head coach: Eric Weber (3rd yoar) Sophomoras: JllSlo Erlwanls, Josh ~elme. Jacob Daller, 
1999 record: 12·13 Brendan Ball. , 1 
2000 record (as of 5-6-00): 10·7 Ci.ASS 3-A 
Seniors: Jamie Blnegar, G!vnn Goodwin, Rici< Kr,I, Jason Rf BELLAIR£ BIG REDS (2) 
nerd, Bob~. Eric Reed. , Head coach: Terry Espina 
Junior,: Bob Sharpley, Casey Morris. 2000 ro:ord (as ol 5-6-001: 11-7 
Sopllomora5: Ed Kayser, Eric P-tt, Rory Kr,I, Karl Gra· Seniors: Frankie Hibbttls. Kanny 8'nnlngton, Chns Olal, 
ham Sean Hankel. Justin Homer, Derek Frizz!, Mike Marling. 
F;;;hman: t.ck Boev, Josh Thomas, Nathan Tewksbury. Juniors: Rocky Thoburn, o.rek Myera, MattFrinl, Taylor 

UNSL Y CADElS (2) HugheB. 
Head coach: Gary Sprague {281h year). SophomoreS: Man Wallner, Jason Blumllng, Jayson LaRoche. 
1999 recont: 13-8 Frashmen: Kevin Sechrest. 
2000 l1ICOld (as ol 5¼00): 17-<l HARRISON CENTRAL HUSKIES (4) 
Senloll!: Brant Buch, Dan Bucilwach, Jason Clay, T r&VO! Hllad coach: M,1<& SalfoU (3rd year) 
Hopewood, George Korsnlck, Jon Kurtz, Ryan Saan, Dan 1999record:0-0 
Stef)hens. 2000 reoord (as of &6-00): 12-9 
Junioll!: Mi1<& ~ppus, Stew Fragale, Charlie Sine• Eddie Senioll!: Matt Phmips, Joe Buxton, 8. J. Kulm. - --~-~-~-~s: Mike Clifford, A. J, Zltzelbemer. Taylor, Brian Thaxton, Shad Gross, Chlis Chesla, Jeremy 

ST. JOHN CENlllAL FIGHTINd IRISH (1) Bartrug, Ssnlord Dowdle. 
Head coach: Tom Sliva (3rd year) Sophomores: Beau Burger, Michael Bertz. 
1999 record: 21~ MAGNOLIA BLUE EAGLES (1) 

=io~~ £!,~~:,, Josh Shutler, Ben Baldv,in, = =\~:Cisar (27th year), 
Juniors: Matl Nardo, David Sflutler, Kyle Ogbe, Jimmy 2000 reoord (as of 5-6-00): 14-4 
Poland, J, 0, McCracken, WIiiie Glegg. Seniorn: Steve lams, Rick Brookover, Josh King, Rich Peffer• 
Sophomores: Paul Hartlieb, Joey Vli'ITII, Ben Shutler, Seen 
Zeala!• Andrew Bannon, Joe Ay-ki, ll<m!k Romarrrnsld, "'l:n1ora: Eric Boke, Ben Justloe, Chad Attn. 
Josh Vaughn, Jason Tnnko. Sophomores:- Sml1h, Joe Blatt, Crala Mason, Bratt 
--------~Mi1<&-~~~~~ 
Curran, Michael Coyne, Ryan Rico, Joe Tennant, John Ander- Simms, Joe Weaver, Nill King, Dennis Mifler. 
son Michael Sullivan Chlis Jingle, Alan Paclflco, Trentln Freshmen: Pal Sandridge, Drew Cecil, Nick Goddard, 
prtei,,, Chad Toytor,:n,omast<oskv. Chfis Panepucci. ST. CLAIRSVlLLE RED DEVILS (3) 

SMAllYSIDE TIGERS (3) 
Head coach: Garv cunrnngham (3rd yea~. Haad coach: Richard i.otty· Haff (33rd year) 
1999 record: 1&f1 1999 record: 11-12 
2000 l1ICOld (as ol 5-6-00J: 12-7 2000 ro:ord (as ol 5-6-00): 12·10 
Seniors: Cory CLork, Bob Emery, Chfis Kaplatt, Matt Sto1Ue- Senioll!: Ban BBkla:o, Chris Baugh, Corey Shrleve, Kevln Ja· 
m,yer, - Talbert, Derek rutchaa. worski. " o- I Juniors: Matl Coffland, Trent Ging, Justin Magyar, Derek Juniors: D. J,'1-lynes, Ricky Leach, Todd Gamnger, '111::n 

Meek, Ryan Fluharty. . Williams, Mark Neuenschwander, Josh Sloan, Mili::e Reese, 
Sophomores: Ry01 Briggs.~ Falbo, Serge Bentoo, An· Jeff LJJ!lon. 
drew Lacheman, Zee Pmkar, Kris Zeller. Sophomores: Adam Quirk, BIIV Wesley. 
Freshmen: Danny Dunsmore, Jason DeVienzo, Mm Fl· CLASS 4-A 
jal-1<1, Brandon Holmas, Collr/ Mathews, Sean Mc8hesh, BUCKEYE LOCAL PANTHERS (4) 
Nk:k Ongley, Stefan Pumpa Head coach: Joe Smarella (1st year) 

CLASS2·A . 1999record:13·10 
BARNESVILLESHAMROCKS(4) 2000111C01d (asolS-a-oo): 15-10 

Head coach: Bfad Wilson (20th yeru) Seniors: Geo;ge Laase, Caln Noble, Dustin Kilner, Ryan Pos• 
1999 lllCOld: I 1-1 O gal, Larry Boroald. ,., 
2000 record (as of 5'8-00): 111-11 Juniors: "Nathan Prati, Chad Figurski, Brian Zack, BIHy mt1rch· 
Seniors: Mike Asher, Casey Flood, Joey Gallagher, Jason bank, Eddie Kachur, Chris Vmci, Jared Schultz, Mike Glasure, 
LUcas, Rick Oliver. Sophomore9:Jack Otto, Ceron Young, Justin Posgal, Juslln 
Juniors: Nathan Butler, Clay Wilson, Mal Lallalhln, K)ie Nap• Torok. -
IUnO, Josh Dennlson, Jay Stephen. . EDISON WILDCATS (3) 
Sophomores: Mike Welch, Boomer Reed, John Jeffenes, Jal Head coach: BYI Beattie (12th year) 
Swallle, ,.,~- Clnill;.,,, 1999 record: 14-12. , 
Freshmen: Cemeron Davis, Nalhan Hunkier, rmr.= ,,.....,, .. , 2000 record (as of 5-6-00): 15-7 
John Stephen, Josh McFarland, Sam Bopp, Seniors: Matt Bailey, Derel Bendle, Matt Garman, Cory Gast, 

STEUBENVILLE CENlllAL CRUSADERS (2) David Gorby, Matt Haltlgan. 
Head coach: Tom Bartemes (1st yeru) Juniors: David Goodwin, Doug WICl(ham, Dan Ramsay, Joe 
1999 record: 12·10. Rose, Wes Streblo, Josh Booth, 

>, 2000 l1ICOld (as ol 5¼00): 15-ll. , Sopllomora5: Kon Voscorl. 
- Seniors: Ryan Corabi, Paul Koniskl, Jason Morelli, Matt Freshmen: Justin R!chart19, Caleb Meyer. 

O1.eary, Ryen Tonkin, Luke Wl!kow,ld, JOHN MARSHALL MO~ARCHS (i) 
, Juniors: Steve Cramblett, Josh Hawrotl, Brian Joyce, Jesse Head coach: Bob Montgomery (25th year) 

Ray. 1999 lllCOld: 22-5 
Sopt,omores: "1\: Cumftii•· Andrew Martaus, Matt Miller. 2000 recort1 1., of s-a-ooJ: 11·5 

' "--" --~-. ;.att~ 
1
: ~) HTS (l) Samora: Jarod Alna, Man Molkovlch, T"ll"! Skrypek, Crow 

rn:au .........,, "" "' ,-~ VIiiani, Jonathan WIifong, Jeff Crowe, Phillip Miller. 
• ~ ~~: ~~! 5-6-00): 2J·2 Juniors: Jerame Schwing, Jason Kamlowsky, Brian Cross, 
•-~-·. Lernastem, Soott Stutler, Bill Kuhn, Randy Lit• Chris Amedro Steve Concholl, Corey Lymij, Shawn Hug-
='""'" gins, Chad Mckown, Billy Klnderer. • 
=~'.~catn, Don Price, Doug Lucsl<o, Josh Natt. STEIJBENVtLLE BIG RED (1) 
Sophomores: Matt LUdowlo, BilV ~n, J. D. -.n. Head coach: Fred Heatherington (12th year) 

WHEELING CENTl!AL MAROOff KNIGHTS (3) = :=:(~ 5~-00): 22·1 
Head coach: Tony Edwards (15~ year) •·nior,: Al Andrews, Chris Schloss, J. J. Bainbridge, I.Ike 
1999 lllCOld: 25~ = I Zach Scls I 2000 record (as of 5-6-00): 17•5. Joyce, Matt Vein, Rob Crowe, Bernie Battiste, can, 
Seniors: Dave Laflam, Todd Flad!ng, J. T. Richardsoo, Jason ~0:d :ra:vttikCrisarite, Rob Kocher, Brad Jones. 
=: Jeff Hartman, Jared Zavotta, Morgan Kent Chros Sophomores: Justin Banks, Mike DIAngelo. 

OVAC Baseball Pairings 
At Bridgeport 

Class 3-A -- (3) St. Clslrsville vs. (2) Bellaire, noon 
Class 1-A -- (3) Shadyside vs. (2) Llnsly, 2 p.m. 

At Toronto 
Class 4-A -- (4) Buckeye Local vs. (1/i Steubenville, noon 

Class 2-A - (4) Barnesville vs. (1 Toronto, 2 p.m. 
At New Martlnsvl le 

Class 1-A - (4) Frontier vs. (1) St. John Central, noon 
Class 3-A -- (4) Harrison Central vs. (1) Magnolia, 2 p.m. 

At Brooke 
Class 2-A - (3) Wheeling Central vs. (2) Steubenville Central, noon 

Class 4-A -- (3) E'dison vs. (2) John Marshall, 2 p.m. 



-la~rison Central hammers Magnolia 
Huskies advance to OVAC 3-A title game 
RlCHG!BSON 
Associate Spans Editor 

Jett Complex. play fundamentally sound baseball 
bad things are bound to happen;; 
bemoaned veteran Magnolia mentor 
Dave Cisar, owner of more than 
550 career wins. 

second number one seed to bite the 
dust. Last Saturday, Buckeye Local 
stunned Steubenville Big Red in a 
4-A semifinal at Toronto. 

Luyster, meanwhile, was out­
standing on the hill, limiting a usu­
ally potent-hitting Eagles' club to 
just three hits. 

Worth the wait? 
"Well worth it," smiled Mike 
'fell after his Harrison Central 
skie~ mowed down Magnolia, 
-2, 10 the conclusion of an 
'AC 3-A semifinal Monday 
ning in New Martinsville. 

Play resumed Monday in the 
bottom of the third with Harrison 
Central in front, 3-0, behind south­
paw Trent Luyster. 

"(This) is a tribute to all our kids 
and how hard they've worked," Saf­
fell stated. "We received contribu­
tions from everyone in our lineup, 
top to bottom." 

"Trent's almost always around 
the plate. He isn't going to walk 
many batters," Saffell pointed out. 

The savvy junior recorded seven 
strikeouts and walked only two. At 
the plate, Luyster was on base four 
times, three via hits. 

The Blue Eagles were to strike 
for two quick runs off the Huskies' 
junior before Luyster slammed the 
door. 

"Basically. you have to credit 
everything to Harrison Central," he 
added. "I'm very impressed with 
the Luyster kid. I don't think he 
threw quite as hard (as Saturday) 
but still, he had enough good stuff 
to get the job done." 

Perhaps none greater than fresh­
man Mike Meadows, who made his 
first varsity start a memorable one 
in Monday's pressurized contest. 

. Before play was halted Saturday, 
thJTd baseman Matt Phillips pound­
ed a two-run double and designated 
hitt~r Brian Thaxton tagged a run­
scormg two-bagger. 

Both teams endured a 48-hour 
off when last Saturday after­
Jn' s game was halted by in-
11ent weather at the George Mui-

. Harrison Central was to take big: 
time advantage of four Magnolia er­
rors and nine walks issued by Blue 
Eagle pitching. Cisar, in turn, held back his 

mound ace for West Virginia sec­
tional play. Magnolia was slated to 
play this afternoon at SI. Marys. 

Not to be confused with Mark 
McGuire, Meadows entered Mon­
day's game hitting out of the 
cleanup spot. "When you fail to execute and Centerfielder Michael Bertz a 

sophomore, reached base thr~e 
times and scored as many runs. 

"It would have been nice to have 
(Steve la.ms) on the hill, but the 
(OV AC) 1s really a second chance 
tournament for teams who've al­
ready been eliminated. We have to 
focus everything on our state tour­
nament, now. That's how it works." 

Harrison Central returns to ac­
tion Saturday afternoon (5:00) at 
Steubenville's Vaccaro Field where 
they'll oppose Bellaire for the 3-A 
title. 

"Bellaire beat us twice in the 
regular season. We're really look­
ing forward to another shot at 
them," Saffell said. 

Magnolia became the OVAC's 

The Huskies' second sacker 
~ade_his presence felt immediately, 
mducmg a bases loaded walk in the 
top of the fourth. 

Meadows' next two plate ap­
pearances resulted in a pa1r of text­
book bunts, both of which went for 
infield hits. 

Harrison Central broke open the 
game, scoring five times in the fifth 
frame. Luyster lined a two-run sin­
gle to center; junior Jeremy Bartrug 
drew a bases loaded walk; and 
shortstop Joe Buxton belled a two­
run single for a I 0-2 lighting. 

In the sixth, Magnolia was guilty 
of another costly error leading to a 
run before Bartrug's fielder's 
choice plated the final tally. 

. First baseman Chris Chesla ig­
mted a two-run forth frame with a 
leadoff hit. Chesla also scored 
twice. 

Blue Eagles' catcher Eric Burke 
drilled an RBI double. Iams plated 
Magnolia's other run with a base 
rap. 

Harrison Central takes a J 3-1 O 
record i_nt'? Saturday's title game. 
Magnoha JS I 6-6 entering this af­
tcrnoon 's sectional scrap. Line 
score: 
H. Central 102 252 •-1211 3 
Magnolia 002 ooo -- 2 3 4 

BATTERIES: Luyster end Kuhn 
Brookover, Smith (5), Tracey (6) and 
Mason. 

TQJOnto Repeats as Double-A Champs. 
Red Knights battle past Cr!lsaders, 8-5 • 

, By SHAWN RINE . 
For The News-Regliter 

Steubenville Central had Toronto 
down early but couldn't deliver the 
knockout blow In Saturday's OVAC 
Class AA final at Vqccm Field. 

As a ri:liUII, the Red Knlgblli (23-
3) came stomting back to make a 
successful defense of their double-A 
crown With an 8-S victory, 
• 'Sometimes things don't work out 
the way you want them to In this 
game,• said Toll)nto heail coach Matt 
Morrison, "but our guys showed a lot 
of heart In coming back.' 

The Crusaders ( 14-9) Jumped on 
Red Knight starter Scott S"tutler right 
off the bat in the top of the first 

Mike Y annl drew a one-out walk, 
stole second and ttotted home on a 
double by starting' pitcher Ryan 

. Rankin. 
Rankin himself carne home on a 

Matt Miller double and that was 
ennnoh for Mqrrison, who brouibt 
"""icny Mltcn Lau~ ilHo. pllcb. 

Ryan Cummhti_S i11!Clcd, 
Lemasters with an RJH sinile but 
Lemasters got out of~ jam by pick~ 

ing Cummings off first and tllcn 
!llrlking out tbe next hiuer. 

'1 didn't Wanl: IO start Milch today 
because he threw'° many piCclle5 
Tuesday (In Toronto's District &emi­
flnal 10$8 to Hilalld),' said Mon'isoll. 
'We had all the confideace in Ille 
world lo Scott.• 

Tho Red Kolghli got two t1IIIS 
back In tbe bottom of the ti1'1it oa an 
error and all infield grounder and 
then went ahead to 1,tay with two 
more in the second frame. 

Lemasters tied the game with aa 
RBI grounder and Randy Llttlecott 
delivered the go-ahead run with a 
two-out RBI single. , 

Toronto padded the marlin with 
two mori: runs in the third as Ooo 
Price came through with a two-out, 
two-run single to make it 6-3. 

Central wasn't ready to pack i1 in, 
however, as the Crusaderi liCtlichc!I 
out runs In the fourth and, Mb on 
clutch base lutocb by Rankin aad 
Steve CtambJott.10,Jl18kc it 6-5 bead­
illJl inl(l the bolloin of llacilxlla. 

'That's when the~~ pvc 
Lemasters a liltlc brellthlllc room a 

Class AA 

Jay l'ollcl' wallr.ed and came all Ille 
v/a11 arolJDd to scan: OD II SbaWII 
c.afn triple. 

l..cmulen; himself wrapped up the 
iOOriag by briarliRg Caln · home on a 
ucrifice fly. 

I l'l!UIIAC!'o gQI the Win With 61/.l 
hlai,tp; of four-hit relief. He struck 
~ eiplt ud isl,ucd DIily OM Walk In 
hi. stiat ud alw belpcd hlm.sclf at =r-c y,,ith , siaglc and a pair of 

Rankin ,nni, the hard-luck 106s 
despile yidlli"'l& only five hits. He 
muck out 11 but aavc up seven 
bacl oa balls. He had a single aad 
double foe ; the Crusaders while 
Ow~ ad/Joel a slagle Md triple. d ,r11 

'· Edison's Halligan Fans 15 in 4-A Sbuto-p 
cilia 

·wiw 
• Senior ace pitching, hitting star for big-schoofchampions 

001 

David Gorby In the fuUrtb and '«.fth 
frames, respectively; pushed'"fflll 
count to 3-0 1mw 

By SHAWN RINE 
For The New11-Rl!llbter 

The weather turned a Dit chilly u 
night fell on Steubcuvlllc's Vaccaro 
Field Saturday but Edison ace Matt 
Hlllllgan had his heater work.Ing In 
the Wildcats' Ohio V allc Atblctic 

, Conferi:oce's Chw ~ baseball 
~ionship game agaillil Buckeye 

Halligan struck out seven of the 
first nine batten; he faced and tbc 
Panthers only hit the ball in fair lctTl­
tory six times 115 Edison blaoked 
Buckeye Local, 7-0, to olalm the 
OVAC big-school crown. 

The bard-throwing Halligan 
struck out 15 batters ,and yielded 
only three hilli in six dazzling 11111ing& 
of work. 

Sophomori: Wes Strcblo came In to 

Class AAAA 
-...~ ........... 3, 
l:6ae 010 ,, .. •-7 I I 

111.-Kliflot l2ao, IIW), lkHookl Ill IOoo, 
tlwl and l'o!P, Otto 181. ~ o. 

E HnMl1tan I1S.O, ~), Streblo tllo, 
1wi and o.,bv. Halligan S, T, 2rbl; Gorby 
ri>I; ~25: Wlcldlam s. 2rbl 

pilcil tbc seventh ianlng and picked 
up two - strikeouts for a total of 
I 7 whiffs OD the night from the 
&loon (I 9-8) lllOWld staff. 

JWli~· WC1lt on to fan nine of tbc 
first IS tier he faced and struck QUI 
the side n both the second and fifth 
lnnlnp. 

The Wildcats scored an unearned 
run in the bottom of the second and 
sacrifice flys by Doug Wickham and 

While that would have been I 
than • enough with , Halligan I m 
pUmplng out the hl;h,octane , ff 
from the hill, Edison ~idcd to 
Buckeye Local (18-9) away ltfl 
bottom of the sixth. ,.bno 

Wickham got things startcllilll 
an RBI single and ·Halli11an 
~ the four-run uprising 
a nnglng two-run triple. . ·:Un 

Halligan Jed a Sfll•hlt ~· .Tr, 
Coach Bill Beattle'& cham 
a single and a triple w le ' 
Snyder chipped In with a pair of • 
gles. . . ' 

Ryan Posgal broke up Htllllffill! 
no-hit bid with a IWO-OUI douJ911illn 
the bottom of the third inning, rno11 



---------------- H:!GH SCHOOL tlASEBALL ----------------

Red Devils Bitten By Bad Luck, Worse Weather 
St. John's blasts Frontier, Red Knights combine for no-hitter of Barnesville 
The Bellaire Bif Reds were praying 

for rain, and that s Just what theY. got 
in their Class OVAC AAA semifutal 
game against the St Clairsville Red 
Devils. . • 

. The game ended .with a 5-3 win 
, for Beilalre, but that may not have 
', been the outcome without the bad 
1 

weather. The Red Devils were down 
two in thc top of the seventh, starting 

/ the inning \vith, their NQ. 9 batter, 
: Brent Williams, who b!=lted a home 

run. Now doWll by only one, Beilaire 
pitching walked the next two hitters 
to leave two on with St Clairsville's 
No. 3 batter, DJ. Hynes, coming up 
to the plate - with no outs. 

Then came the rain. 
It rained for about 10 minutes, 

which prompted the umpires to post­
pone the game for about 35 minutes, 
After roughly 40 minutes, umpires 
Greg Hermann and Jim Little decid­
ed the field was too slick to continue, 
ending the game. 

Derek Myers earned the mound 
victory for the Big Reds, striking out 
three and walking as many. Chris 
Ofat singled home a run and Matt 
Frizz! had a triple and a run batted in. 

Derek Wood had a pair of singles 
and an RBI and Brent Williams sin­
gled and sent •a runner across the 
plate for the Red Devils In the losing 
effort. 

In the other OV AC AAA semifi-
'. nal, Harrison Central led Masnolia 

3·0, when the g11q1e was postponed 
due to rain in the bottom of the third 
inning. The game will resume 

. Monday at 5 p.m. In New 
Martinsville. 

The Class AAA Final will be played 
Saturday at Vaccaro Field In 
Steubenville. 

Class A 
Bellaire St. John's 13 Frontier 2 

The Fighting Irish (20-3) scored 
seven runs in the second innfng with 
two outs en i:oute to an easy win over 
Frontier to earn a spot in the Class A 
finals on Saturday. ' 

Rocky Swift struck out slx and 
walked only one, • combining with 
J,D. McCracken to limit the Cougars 
to only four hits. 

Josh Shutler hit a three run homer 
in the second, and he also singled, 
ending the game with four runs bat­
ted in. Rocky Swift bad a double and 
a single for two RBIs and Mark 
Hartlieb had a bases loaded double to 
~ve him three RBIs for the night 
Willie Clegg singled for a run batted 
in. 

In the losing effqrt, Rick Kroll had 
a pair of singles and an RBI for 
Frontier. 

St John's wlil play the winner of 
the Shadyside-Llnsly game, which 
was postponed Saturday because of 
rain. The game will take place 
Monday at 5 ~~rldgeport 

Toronto 9 Barnesville 0 
Scott :Stutler and Matt Ludewig 

combined for a no-hitter as Toronto 
(25-2) shut out Barnesville (11-12) 
in the opening i:ound of the Class AA 
OV AC baseball tournament at 
Toronto's Red Knil!ht Complex. 

Stutler worked' the first four 
innings, striking out six before giv­
ing way to Ludewig in the fifth. 

Ludewig worked the final three 
frames and struck out six. In an effort 
to save an arm for this week's Ohio 
Division IV District Tournament, 
Toronto head coach Matt Morrison 
lifted Stutler despite the fact that he 
was tossing a no-hitter. 

Don Price rapped a pair of triples, 
a single and drove in a run while 
Doug Lucsko and Shawn Caln each 
recorded a double and a single. 

Joey Gallagher lasted only one 
inning for Barnesville, which used 
three pitchers on the day. 

Class AA 
Steubenvllle Central 11 

Wheeling Central o 
Jason Morelli started out the game 

with a home run to begin a three-run 
first inning and earn the Steubenville 
Central Crusaders a trip to the 
OV AC AA finals by shutting out 
Wheeling Central. 

Morelli ended the game with his 
home run, along with a pair of sin­
gles and three RBIs. Matt Miller 
homered, singled twice and knocked 

home four runners. Ryan Rankin also 
chipped in for the Crusaders with a 
double, a single, and a run batted in. 

Rankin also put in a stellar perfor­
mance on the mound, galnfug the 
win by striking out eight batters, 
walking only one, and giving up only 
three hits. 

Steubenville Central will now face 
• Toronto next Saturday at Vaccaro 
Field in Steubenville in the Class AA 
Finals. 

CIBS!iAAAA 
• Buckeye Local 9 Big Red 4 

Big Red scored four times in the 
bottom of the third inning of their 
Class AAAA semifinal OVAC tour­
nament game against Buckeye 
Local to claim a 4-3 lead, only to 

• watch it evaporate as the Panthers 
scored three In the fifth and seven 
lonl]s to slip past Steubenville 
(23-2 . 

R pb Burke took the loss for Big 
Red, giving up 11 hits, including 
three to his counterpart Larry 
Boroski. Chad Figurski and Dustin 
Kilner each bad three singles for the 
Panthers, who withstood homers by 
Matt Vein and Chris Schloss. 

ClassAAAA 
Edison 5 John Marshall 2 

Matt Halligan struck out nine 
while walking only two and gave up 
four hits en route to an Edison victo­
ry over John Marshall to send the 
Wildcats to the OV AC AAAA finals 
against Buckeye Local Saturday. 

Matt Bailey doubled, singled and 
sent a runner home for Edison, while 
Joe Rose singled home a run. and 
Halligan bad a single for two RBIs. 

H.Pholo DIVING to make a catch Is Shadyside outfielder Trent Ging during Monday's OVAC Class A semifinal game against Unsly at Perkins Field In Brookside. The Cadets advahced to the title game against St John's with a 10-1 vlctory 

.. Liasl.y .ea_rns spot in OYA.~ 1-A ,fi'"!.,PI _ 
• Halt Shadyside bid son - the eighth time in school history. blast was a grand slam whl<ib•gives.hhn • "The kids really wanted this victory," tlie school's all-time RBI record. face St. John Central Linsly head coach Gary Sprauge said. Not to be lost in the sb~ffle ls the 
By GREG HARKNESS 
Tlmes Lender Sports Writer 

Linsly advanced to the OV AC Class 
A championship tilt with a 10-1 victory 
over Shadyside Monday night at Perkins 
Field in Brookside. 

The Cadets will now move into 
Saturday's championship game against 
St John· Central which is scheduled for 
an 11 a.m. first pitch. The victory also 
gave Llnsly its 20th victory on the sea-

"There was some. talk about the 20th effort rlghthander Ryan Saari put forth 
victory, but more importantly we knew .on. the mound. The senior tossed a com­
if we won 20 it gave us a chance for 21 plete-game two-bitter with five strike-
and an OV AC title. outs and five walks. 

"We have some nice power with Saari also received some solid 
(Dan) Buchwach and (Dan) Stephens, defense behind him from bis Cadet 
but we do a.lot of little things that help teammates 
you win games," Sprauge_ added. "We "Our d~fense hasn't alw.ys been 
are able to put down a sacnfice bunt,~nd solid behind Ryan this season, but 
move runners over when we ~eed to. . tonight we. made a couple of nice plays 
~ Cade( power was 8 big factor m behind him to he! • him out" the victory with Stephens and Buchwach P 

each launching home runs. Stephens See, LINSLY, Page 48 



ABOVE: Bellaire senior 
Frankie Hibbitts leads off first 
base after a pitch as Harrison 
Central first baseman Beau 
Burger looks on, The Huskies 
earned a hard-fought 4-3 vic­
tory. 

AT LEFT: St. John Central's 
Joey Vavra dives back to first 
base to beat an attempted 
pick-off as Llnsly's Dan 
Stephens prepares to apply 
the tag. The Irish rallied to 
capture the OVAC Class A 
Championship by defeating 
the Cadets. 

T-L Photos/ 
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OV AC BASEBAIL FINALS 

Bellaire St. John's Rallies Past Cadets, 8.-41 . . , n~ 
Fighting Irish claim fourth straight small-sclwol title 

By SHAWN RINE 
For The Newii•BnlsW 

Good habits arc hard to break. 
An opportunistic, Bellaire St. 

John's team scored silt runs in tile 
bottom of the tlt\h Saturday to come 
from behind and beat Linsly, a-4, in 
the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference's Cllllls A championship 
game at Vaccaro Field in 
Steubenville, 

It was the fourth consecutive 
OV AC small-school title for Coach 
Tom Silva's Fighting lrliih (22-4) 
and went a long ,way toward easing 
the disappointment of last week's 
loss to Hiland in tbe Ohio Division 
N District finals. 

"This ls a big win for our club," 
beamed Sliva .. "It's a fitting cod to a 
great season, 

"Lil)Sly has an outstanding pro­
gram and we have a lot of respect for 
them. It's big for our kids to get a 
win over a team like L!l)Sly." 

The Cadet~ (19-7), who had Sil.lit 
the regular-season scrlC$ with ,St.. • 
John's, certainly didn't makc ltcuy 
for the Trish as Coach Gl!cy · 

: Spraguc's veteran club came out of 
, Ilic chute with all guns blazing. 

Jon Kurtz led off the game wlllu 
double, was sacrificed to lbJrd aJld 

, scored on a wild pitch, DIil 
' Buchwach then reached on an error 
: and came sprinting home when DAA 
Stephens followed with a lone dou-

1 ble to clcl:5ft..:enter. 
• When Konnick walked, to 
;put runllCtS on m and IOCond, Sliva 
. sllllUllOllCd senior rigbtballder Rocky 
Swift to the lllll, 

,. • N-lt....,Arl~' Belllllre s-. Jolul'• leCelld wm z Madi H-111± -.... die u.ow o:.. llllrd beauna '"dllCtNffiki (1 1 
force Llllllly's Gew'Je ICG.wkk .it.w,wt . .._ dlninc ...._,,s OVAC CIMs A ➔s51!la11vlp·11 'llP Vaccaro·E'WIL'Dle'FlplizclrilllllelltdlrCaft,&-', .. ._IMktanrtbstnllptOVA title. r .,Jirl Llnsly hurler Ryan Saari gn:eted 

Swift with an RBI double to left but, 
with runners on second lllld third, 
Swift bore down and got out of the 
inning with no further ~ via a 
strikeout and infield popup. 

The brelklng ball s~ist ke1lt 
the hard-hittlnc Cadcli off strkle tlic 
rest of tbe day, allowing Just one run 
on five bits over the f!ruil six Innings. 

St. John's chipped away ,at the 
hard-throwing Saari - who bas 
signed pitch collegiately at Otterbein 
- with single runs in the third and 
fourth. 

Trailing 3-2 heading into the fifth, 
most of tbe Irish hitters were &etting 
their third look at the Linsly ace and 
liked what they saw. 

With one out, Eric Taylor singled 

and Swift brought the senior~­
fielder IIIWl!IRJ home with dletyiag · 
run byrlppiogadoubleto dpt. 

Willlc- CJcu followed will a sia­
glc that scored Swift with tlle f,O· 
~ run and. after. David Slllllkf' 
was hit by a pitch, Made Hanlieb 
reached on an infield error to load Ille 
bases with Just one oot. 

Ben Shutler rolled a pounder IO 
first that scored Clegg, makillg it 5-3 
and leaving runncn; on iCCOiid and 
third with two oot. Nu~ nine hit­
ter Matt Nardo then rocketed a dou­
ble to right that scorm both ~ 
and came home hilll$Clf on an RBI 
sinldc off the bat onocy Vavra foe 
an li-3 lead. 

That was more than enough CU5b-

Class A 
i-. ---·•2 ..... ... .,. •• ---\12 
l-- - 2wl, - 111-. QwJ ..._ :rt I± ipr. "-a:.Sj'D: luchMdl 

25; .,.,,.,.. o.:..i. "--k::11. 0. SWi o .. 
<bl. 
11SJ~-1 ... ,.-m110.0. 

5wi M01 o.a.,. v...., S, ..W/ ,1-, :SS; 
- D, ffllj·a.a., S, ri>~ D.-. D: ,_O;&Slwliii-dltN40rdoD.2tel. 

ion foe Swift, who ·pye up a me1111-
ingbs nm in the ilUI/, but llurlcd a 
5cixdciileVendltoi:lcJseOllltbe 
win. 

"I'm a:allv proud qf tbe way our 
&UY• bung la after /&CUfog down 
early," &aid Sliva. 

~1 lhilllc lhat sbowcd what Ibis 1111111m 
is made of." 

Swll\.flnlshed with IO ·strik~ 
and ffvo- walks in 6~ llAIIIJllsldl. 
worlc but the Irisb's offensive pro­
duction. was truly a team cff<>l'l,118\ 
every one of Bcllillrc St. John's ffilic' 
starters contributed at least one hit or 
RBL , '?.i?. 

Josh Shutler led the way with ililMi!,. 
single& while flartlleb and ~SI.iii, 
Shutler Jllso cracked out doulik,w 
Nardo, who had the clutch two1 dooble la the fifth, reached bast, 
fourtlmes. ,,no· 

For Linslf, Kurtz had uiagltihd 
a double while Buchwach chlppal>in1 
with a pair of slnglos nnd Koi1lhlclfl 
also reacllcd ball all four times. muJ/fl 

'5tflJ?: 


