By RICK DeLUCA .
Times Leader Sports Writer

With just two days rest and the
thought of a heartbreaking district
final loss fresh in his mind, Rocky
Swift did not do one thing — quit.

His team down by three runs just
one out into the first inning, Swift
was called on to put out the fire and
give his St. John Central teammates
a chance a catch up.

St. John's defending OVAC
champs did exactly that rallying
from a 3-0 deficit in the first with a
six-run outburst in the fifth inning
while rising the strong arm of Swift
to pult out a thrilling 8-4 win over
Linsly ifi the Class 1-A OVAC
championship game at Vaccaro
Field in Steubenville Saturday.

With the win, the Fighting Irish
handed coach Tom Sliva his third
straight OVAC title in four years at
the SJIC helm. St. John was also the
regular season titlist and boosted its
record to 22-4 on the season with
the win,

Just three days earlier, the Fight-
ing Irish suffered a tough loss to up-
start Hiland in the Division IIT Dis-
trict finals in West Lafayette,

One game remains for the Irish
as thoy take on Buckeye Loual on
Thursday at Perkins Fickd in Brook-
side for the EOBL title,

. Coach Gary Sprague's Cadets
' guffered the tough OVAC title
game loss as they closed the season

“St. John’s wins OVAC 1-A crown
‘Fighting Irish rally past Linsly, 8-4 |

at 20-6. Linsly was edged out for
the regular season title by St. John
Central. -

*Two days rest, that's pretty gut-
sy,” Sliva éaid about his mound ace
who pitchell last on Wednesday.
"He was (tirfed), but he was going to
have to fall before he was coming
out. I wasn't going to take him out.
He is a senior, it's his last OVAC.

"That kid's all heart, Sliva added.
*I told him, this is yours. You've
played four years for me. I told him
that after four years, this is yours.
This is yours to win.

Swift didn't start on the mound,
but came on with just one oyt in the
first after starter Mark Hartlieb was
the victim of theee first inning dou-
bles by the Cadets and found him-
self trailing 3-0,

Once Swift came to the mound,
the momentum seemed to switch
quickly to the Irish dugout as he
ended the Cadets’ first inning rally
with two quick outs, then struck out
two of three batters in the second,
He finished with 10 Ks while walk-
ing five. Swift was touched for only
three hits during his stint.

**Mark has done a good job for
us this year for a sophomore,” Sliva
said, “We didn't know how stynng
Rocky would be so we tried to- go

_as long as we could with Mark.

“Linsly has a very good hitting
team so0 you can't make any mis-
takes against them and he made a

couple early that they made him pay

Ywas a real disap

for it, the Irish coach added. "But
Mark pitched well for us all year
and we look for some real big
things from him the next two years.

Linsly jumped out to a-quick 3-0
lead in the first after lead-off hitter
Jon Kurtz opened with a double to
left. Jason Clay's sac bunt moved
Kurtz to third and a wild pitch
brought him home.

DH Dan Buchwach reached on
an error and scored as Dan Stephens
blasted a shot off the left field fence
for another double. Stephens ad-
vanced on a wild pitch then scored
as Ryan Saari went to right center
for a double. Swift came to the
mound at that point end stopped the
outburst with a K and pop up.

*Once he got them out of that in-
ning, I think they knew he could
work with them and that they would
have to hold us off, Sliva said.
They’ve got & good pitcher and we
jumped on him when we had to and
they just played exceptional.

"Those four seniors really de-
serve that win, The district finals
intment. We had

three championships to play in and
we feel very fortunate to get the win
in this one,” Sliva said.

In the bottam of the third, St
John's plated a run after Joey Vavra
reached on a fielders choice and er-
ror, advanced on Josh Shutler's dou-

ble and scored on & wild pitch.

In the fourth, the Irish added an-
other tally on David Shutler's dou-
ble to right center, Hartlieb's single
between first and second and anoth-
er costly wild pitch.

St. John did the major damage in

* the fifth. With one out, Eric Taylor

singled past third and scored on
Swift's double to the base of the
fence in left. After a wild pitch and
a change of pitchers, Willie Clegg
singled by second to score Swift.
David Shutler was hit by a pitch,
Hartlieb reached on an error and
Ben Shutler's fielder's choice plated
a run.

The Irish rally continued as Matt
Nardo doubled down the first base
line for a pair and a 7-3 lead.
Vavra's single:to right scored Nar-
do.

Linsly managed to score once
more in the sixth after R. J. Zitzel-
berger was hit by a pitch, advanced
on a Buchwach single and scored
Ofl'AD EITOr.

Josh Shutler closed with two sin-
gles and a double and Hartlieb had
a double and single to lead the Irish.
Buchwach and Kurtz had multiple
hits for the Cadets.

Saari started on the mound for

the Cadets recording three strike-
outs and two walks pitching into the
fifth.
Mune&com: 30000104 8 2
St. Jobn Central 001 180x--8_11 2
Batterias: Saari, Sines (5) and Zitzel-
berger; Harted, Swift (1) and Clegg

T-L Phuio/PAULA GINTHER

DELIVERING A pitch during Saturday's OVAC 1-A champk:nshlﬁ
game against Linsly is St. John Central ace Rocky Swift. The Iris
rallied to pocket their third straight conference crown.



. By RICK DeLUCA
. Times Leader Sports Writer

Three of the four defending

- OVAC baseball champions will re-
* turn to the diamonds on Saturday

looking for a repeat,

Thirteen others will be looking to
start a streak., |

At four locations on Saturday,
the OVAC baseball playoffs will
kick off with a pair of semi-final
games at each site, The winners on
Saturday will advance into next Sat-
urday's OVAC championship
games at Vaccaro Field in
Steubenviile.

By noon Saturday, eight teams
will be taking the field to open se-
mi-final action.

Bridgeport’s Perkins Field in
Brookside will host a pair, as will
Magnolia High’s diamond in New
Martinsville, Brooke High in Welis-
burg and Toronto High’s Red
Knight Field.

The top four finishers in the final

- OVAC regular season standings

carned berths in Saturday’s semis,
At Brookside, Class 3-A combnt-

ants St. Clairsville, the third seed,

and Bellaire, the second seed, will

play at noon. At 2 p.m. at Perkins, a -

Class 1-A contest will pit third-

seeded Shadyside against second-

seeded Linsly.

At Toronto, two defending
champs and top seeds will look to
advance, At noon, Class 4-A fourth-
seeded Buckeye Local will taking

on a powerflul Steubenville Big Red

nine that comes in as a No. 1 seed
with the valley's best record. At 2
p-m., possibly the valley's second-
best, Toronto, takes on fourth seed
Barnesville in a 2-A contest.

At Magnolia, fourth-seeded

. Frontier takes the field against de-

- battle pits Class 4-A No. 3 seed

fending Class 1-A champion and
top-seeded St. Joha Central at noon.
In the 2 p.m. fray, Class 3-A top-
seed Magnolin battles fourth-seeded
Harrison Central.

At Brooke, the noon game fea- :

tures Class 2-A third-seed Wheeling

Central against sec¢ond-seeded

Steubenville Central. The 2 p.m,

Edison, against No. 2 seed John
Marshafl.

Meadowbrook, who failed to
qualify for the playoffs this season,

was the defending Class 3-A cham- -

pion coming into the 2000 season,
The.Colts finished seventh in 3-A

this season.

This year's tournament features
some of all-time winningest coaches
in Ohio Valley baseball history and
some of the best up and coming
stars in the coach’s box.

Magnolia’s Dave Cisar comes in-
to the playoffs as the winningest ac-
tive coach with an amazing 556-
2354 caregr mark in 25 years at the
helm. ’

St. Clairsville’s Richard “Lefty”
Hall joined the 500-win club this

“season as his Red Devils helped to

boost his record to 501-305 in 33
years.

John Marshall’s Bob Mont-
gomery was another Ohio Valiey
coach who moved into the 500-win
club this season. The Monarch
coach opened the season at 497-
228 and added 11 wins through the
May 6 cut-off.

Linsly’'s Gary Sprague is closing
in on the 400-win mark after his
Cadets added 17 more wins.to his
370-201 record that he started the
season with,

Barnesville’s Brad Wilson
eclipscd the 300-win mark early in
ilie season. He opened the season
with a 296-196 career record.

Steubenville’s Fred Heathering-
ton, in only his {2th year, continues
to get closer to the 250-win mark.
He opened the season at 211-82

and his Big Red squad reeled off 25 .

motre this season.

Toronto’s Matt Morrison opened
with a 127-32 in just six}seasons
and his club had added over 25
more this year. Terry Edwards, well
into the list of most wins among ac-
tive coaches, is in his 15th season of

" & highly-successiul career. -

The tournament also won't be
without its top-notch players with
the Class 1-A field including play-
ers like Dan Buchwach, Ryan Saari,
Dan Stephens and R. J. Zitzelberger
of Linsly, Rocky Swift, Mike Coss,
Eric Taylor and Josh Shutfer of St.
John Central and Trent Ging, Cory
Clark, Bob Emery and Derek Meek
of Shadyside,

The 2-A field will feature players
like Mitch Lemasters, Scott Stutler,
Bill, Kuhn and Randy Littlecot of
Toronto, Mike Fisher, Jake Lewis
and Clay Wilson of Barnesville, Ja-
son Morelli, Ryan Rankin and Luke
Witkowski of Steubenville Centra}
.

Edison's Bill Beattie started the !

season at 168-104 in 12 seasons,

i

OVAC baseball semifinals set

and J. T. Richardson, Todd Flading
and Jared Zavolta of Wheeling Cen
tral.

Competition in 3-A will featunt
players like Steve Iams, Rici
Brookover, Josh King and Rich Pef
ferman of Magnolia, Chris Ofat
Frankie Hibbitts, Derek Frizzi anc

Matt Frizzi of Bellaire, Ben Baioc |

co, Chris Baugh and D, I, Hynes o
St. Clairsville and Matt Philtips, Jot
Buxton and B. J. Kuhn of Harrisot
Central,

In the 4-A field are standout:
like Matt Vein, Chris Schloss, Mik:
Joyce and Ralph Burke o
Stenbenville, George Laase, Larn
Boroski, Billy Marchbank anc

Nathan Prati of Buckeye Local, Jar -

od Rine and Matt Matkovich o
John Marshall and Matt Bailey
Matt Garman and Matt Halligan o
Edison.



. TOP LEFT: Bellaire’s Justin
" Homer makes a sliding catch of
8 a St. Clairsville fly ball durin
-.Saturday's OVAC Class AA

# baseball semi-finals at
1. Bridgeport's Perkins Fisld.

ABOVE: St. John's Junlor |
Jacque Baker leads off of third
g ‘base during action of Saturday’s

 OVAC Class A softball champl-
onship game in Moundsville.
LEFT: Bellaire's Frankie H !
siides home safely with the fi
Bellaire run ahead of the tdg
from St. Clalrsville catcher Coray
Shrieve.

T-L Photos/ MIKE McNELL -
and PAULA GINTHER




_ 1t was a Saturday 10
i forget for the Ohio
Valley Athletic
! Conference.

BY E A worst-case sce-
Rich pario developed at two
Gibgon e of the four sites where
éﬁo’r{ﬁs@ﬁm baseball semifinals
i were being conducted.

E As a result, support-

ers of both St

’ Clairsville and
‘ Harrison Central High

’Schools were up in arms. And for good reason, it cer-

cape b
P
i

. ars. ; _ o
MARTINSVILLE, where we were 5l
iD r‘?e’g-lgrg?schedule doubleheader at the Magn?h?
jgh diamond, an early moming downpour made play
s itions treacherous at best. o
Y Tc‘:t?él dlltzmt?oon class 1-A tilt between Frontier and St.
‘John's had to be postponed until later in the day. ed
As conditions improved, the ground crewbw?ween
~diligently to ready the%: ff;ei;ialfor a 2:00 start be
‘ ia and Harrison Centrai.
Ma%ﬁgl’g,‘ff game got underway at 2:15, but was hat.lltgad |
shortly before 3:00 under gray skies and a steady driz-
we : i late about
‘ mpires and coaches gathiered at home p
SOﬁls,irlijutgs later, the rain had practically cometo an le:l{.1
" Following several minutes of discussion, tl:ie tmbe .
was deemed unplayable%and the game sqspen&:l‘e . ?tom
resumed (today) at the point of interruption, the 0
ird inning, ; . . %
of tgzg:lBlue Eggles’ veteran coach Dave C:sardgnd 5
Huskies’ mentor Mike Saffell questioned the sudden |
isi rmanently Hait play. . ) |
décll\lscl)ct],nztg F:inutes after the ruling, skies were clearing
A 5 ining. . ‘
: ahdl:?rit:ggnso]}le, tl%e groupd crew returned to work as a ;
' few remaining Huskies’ fans looked on in disbelief. |
. Some 90 minutes later, St. John’s and Frqnnert\yi ®
vying in a L-A encounter which was played without in ;
! dent. ' L s but
: one suggested decision-making 15 easy, Bst
: umlgiges in the g?EA contest clearly botched the call, 1trrtfu
. riating Harrison Central followers, many of whom trav-

: hours to the site. - . e
eled tf-giderinn Woer g dmpestved i ostafe 80T

] d have been
: pesinning Tuesday, every eifort shoul

gxlggc t(? conti%me Saturday!s game. In that regard,f br(:g} ;
schools and their fans were unnecessarily and unfo
i venienced. ) . |
4 na{?\}yos;‘lei‘)ﬁllcasc at Brooke High where Bruins czoacg i
Rob Robinson encountered similar weather-relate |
i ts. i A Z
' prc‘tzl{%tm&rém able to get the (2-A) game (betweeg -a
Wheeling Central and Steubenville (;Ientra}) compliﬁ ?

before a fairly heavy downpour set n, Robinson recalls.

'

i he field
«Under no circumstances, though, was t ?
playabl%e for the (scheduled) Edison-John Marshail game

at 2""I‘he umpires approached and related they were will-

ing to wait as long as possible. Both coaches agreed to
" Robinson added. -
the“slagétz,n had one of (my) kids check the yveatheg fore-
“cast and we determined conditions were 1mprpvmgd.ét
took a couple hours to get the field ready. Once we dic,
; tayed in its entirety.” )
thevgél}rlnfcvhasl?EKVES St. Clairsville fans grumbling
concerning the decision to declare Saturday’s 3-A seiiml-t
final an official game after play had to be stopped a
Bridgeport in the top of the seventh inning. 12 tate
Trailing 5-3 after six frames, §t. C. mounted 2
rally, pulling within a un. The Devils had two runners
on base with no out when umpires had iittle choice but
top play. VL ] )
© %%%Eidgring the rule states such a scenario resulls 11 l:
. no suspension of play, the outcome reverted to thg ai
completed inning, relegating the Red Devils to a 5-3 set-
b 1d weather
When feasible, however, we wonder should
“ever determine the outcome of a championship-related
activity? The OVAC committee may consider address-
i atter at its next sesston. . .
-””xlmglff[h:fng‘in attendance at Perkins Field pointed to gener-
“{ al lack of leadership and judgement by officials in atten-

=< dance. b _
; i it icall roughout
L th conditions dramatically improving th

) thevcg;y, was it out of the question to make every attempt
to resume play at some point? ©

b rIt-t}srnpirelé i:{ Philadelphia waited through a three-hour
‘delay Saturday night before resuming the Phillies-

* regular season affair. -

Br;}\rrﬁ:sidm%tally, the other postponed 1-A s_::mifmacli

“ scheduled Saturday at Bridgeport involving Linsly an

Shadyside was slated to be contested this afternoon

1(5:00).

Bellaire trips St. C.
‘in OVAC semifinals

By BUBBA KAPRAL
Times Leader Sports Editor

Timing is everything,

Saturday’s OVAC basebail semi-
final game at Brookside is a perfect
example.

For 8t. Clairsville, the rains
couldn't have arrived at & more in-
opportune time, Bellaire, on the
other hand, used Mother's Nature
arrival to cement its berth in the
OVAC 3-A championship game
this coming Saturday.

The Big Reds were officially
awarded a 5-3 sixth-inning tri-
umph. The game, however, was
halted in the top of the seventh with
Bellaire clinging to a 5-4 lead and
Red Devils occupying first and sec-
ond base. Moreover, no outs had
been recorded. '

Enter the rain.

Play never resumed, forcing the
game to revert back to the score af-
ter six innings.

The win improved Bellaire to
13-7. Prior to playing for the
OVAC title, the Reds’ of Tube
Davis will begin district action
Tuesday at Steubenville,

“You hate to have the game end
that way but you can’t control the
weather,”” Davis sald. “I’m know
St. C. isn’t happy but we also
would have liked to play it out.”

The loss ended St. Clairsville's
campaign at 14-12.

Saturday’s second OVAC contest
-- Linsly and Shadyside -- was
postponed and rescheduled for
Monday at 5 p.m. at Perkins Field.

. “That is a tough way to lose. We
had a nice rally going,” Hall of-
fered. “But we also dug ourselves
into a hole,” :

Hall was right on both counts.

Bellaire made the most, of just
three hits on the day. However, four
Red Devil errors played a major
role in St. C.’s downfall,

Bellaire put three runs on the

board in thefirst inning, courtesy of
just two hits.
~ Senior standout Frankie Hibbitts
opened the Reds” first inning by be-
ing hit by a pitch. Two Red Devils
errors combined with a Matt Frizzi
triple and a Derek Frizzi single
translated into three Bellaire runs.
The Red Devils countered with
two runs in the second.

The Reds’ Derek Myers and Dev-
ils” Rick Leach then took matters
into their own arms, The respective
pitchers -- both of whom per-
formed superbly -- traded zeroes
until St. C. broke through in the
sixtlh for a run, knotting matters at
3-all.

Corey Shrieve opened the frame
with a single for the Devils, Todd
Garlinger came on to run for the
Red Devils’ catcher. After a Leach
sacrifice, Derrick Wood delivered a
run-scoring single.

The lead was short-lived, howev-
er,
Bellaire responded in the bottom
of the sixth with two runs -- on NO
hits. With two outs, three straight
walks loaded the bases before a
throwing error allowed two runs to
touch the plate.

St. C. made matters quite interest-
ing in the seventh. Brent Williams
opened the frame with a home run,
Adam Quirk and Ben Baiocco were
recipients of walks.

The Devils would rally no more
as the rains ended the affair.

Williams paced St, C, -- which,
was limited to five hits-- with a
homer and single.,

In addition to the Frizzi first-in-
ning hits, Bellaire received a single
from Chris Ofat.

“We didn’t play real well today.
neither team did,” Davis added.
“But we did what we needed to do.”
Line score:

St Clairsville 020001 3 5 4
Beliaire 300002 5 3 1

BATTERIES: Leach, Baugh (8}, Leach
(6} and Shrieve; Myers and Thoburn,

St. John’s pounds
Frontier in OVAC

St. John Central crushed Frontier

by a 13-2 count in an OVAC [-A
sg:mﬁpal tilt Saturday at the Magno-
lia High diamnod in New Mar-

tinsville,

The other scheduled game - g 3-
A semifinal contest between Mag-
nolia and Harrison Central - was
suspended in the bottom of the third
inning with Harrison Centraj lead-

.ing by 3-0.

_ Umpires deemed the field on-
playable following a 25-minute rain

delay.

Approximately 90 minutes later,
the Irish and Cougars battled on the
same diamond,

. The HC-Magnolia game is siated
1o resume Monday afternoon at
5:00,

ST. JOHN CENTRAL ad-
vanced to the Class A champi-
onship game with a rout of Frontier
in five innings,

The win advances St. John's to
next Saturday’s championship game
against the winner of Monda
night's game between Shadyside

and Linsly, which was rained out at
Bridgeport’s Perkins Fiefd. i

_ Ti]e Irish, now 20-3. will begin
district play on Monday night ad
Ridgewood against Zanesville
Rosecrans with the first pitch set for
5 pm,

Josh Shutler was the big stick for
the Green as he launched a honfe:
run and a single with four RB{;,
Mark Hartleib drove in three runs
with a double and a single.

t Rocky Swift plated a pair o¥
en ates ai P b i
b]efnmalcs with & single and a ﬁ!ﬂ}g}—._;

Willie Clegg added a run-scoring
for the Irish. - u”nﬁ. ‘

Swift also gaiied the mound vies
tory for the Irish. 44

- He and 1.D, McCracken co
bmet_i to alio just four Frontier hit;@

Rick Kroll led Frontier with twé

singles and a RBIL.

OVAC CLASS A SEMIFINAL
Frontier . 01001 - 2 4 |
St. John's 2731x - 13 g l2

BATTERIES: Gaodwin, Resd 3
Shapely. Swift, McCracken and C(legga.n@



Buckeye Local stuns Big Red

By RICK DeLUCA
Times Leader Sports Writer

If there are no more upsets in
Ohio Valley baseball, Buckeye Lo-
cal’s win over once-beaten
Steubenville will do just fioe.

Despite closing the season as one
of the hotiest teams in the area, the
Panthers were still decided under-
dogs against Big Red coming into
Saturday’s OVAC semi-final at
Toronto's Knight Baseball Complex.

Big Red left the the Knight Com-
plex talking to themselves,

Getting some clutch hitting and
good pitching down the stretch,
fourth-seeded Buckeye Local upset
top-seeded and Ohio No. 2 ranked
Steubenville, 9-4, on Saturday to ad-
vance into next week’s OVAC 4-A
title game at Vacarro Field.

Coach Joe Smarella’s Panthers
fell behind the Big Red in the third
before erupting for three in the fifth
and went on to notch their 16th win
~ in 26 outings.

. Buckeye returns to action on
Wednesday when they take on
Dover in the Division I District
opener.

Coach Fred Heatherington’s Big
wed lost for only the second time
this year and fell to 25-2 on the sea-

. son, Steubenville will next play in

* the district tourney, Buckeye and

. Big Red could meet again in the re-

gionals,

“Today, things just going our
way,” Smarella said after the big
win. “All year long, we’ve been say-
ing that we were getting a lot of bad
breaks, but things started going our
way finally and we're playing good
baseball on offense and defense.”

*“The kids are playing real weli as
a team &and [ stress that everyday and
they believe in themselves and that
they can go out and beat anybody,”
he added.

“T wasn't sure what I was going
to do today with the game coming
up Wednesday, but Lafry’s (Boros-
ki) pitched good for us the last two
outings and if we could keep it
close, we would come in with some-
body else,” the Panther coach said.
“And he did. He pitched an excellent

game. He spotted his pitches real -

well and he kept them off balance
and our defense came through and
made the plays they had to make.”

“Ralph (Burke) is a good pitcher
and I know the (Steubenville) coach-
s and I know they have a lot of con-
fidence in him and that's why they
stuck with him,” Smarella said.

“We just came out on top and
that's the way it went today,” he
added.

Buckeye got a break in the bot- -

tom of the fourth with Big Red at the
plate and made the regular season
OVAC champions pay for it when

the Panthers came to bat.

With the bases loaded and just
one out, Big Red's Rob Crowe hit a
grounder to short. Panther George

Laase fielded the grounder and was -

set to throw home when the
Steubenville runner from second ran
into Laase. That runner was called
and Big Red eventually stranded
three runners in the inning without
scoring a run. Steubenviile led by 4-
3 at that point,

In the top of the fifth, Big Red
paid dearly. Laase opened with a
walk, then scored when Chad Fig-
urski's single to right resulted a
throwing error that sent Laase hame.
Jared Schuitz come on to pinch-hit
for the designated hitter and prompt-
ly drilled a Burke pitch
over the left centerfield wall. The
two-run shot put Buckeye ahead by
“For the first time all year, it
(pinch-hitting Schultz} made me
look like a genius,” Smarella joking
said about the homer. “Jared's really
been hitting good in practice and it
was just a gut feeling, so I went with
it and it worked out good for the
team,”

Buckeye scored twice in the sec-
ond after Figurski singled to right,
advanced on a walk and again on a
balk, then scored on Dustin Kliner's
single to center. Two Big Red errors
allowed Kliner to score one batter

later, .

The Panthers tallied one in the
third after Boroski singled, stole sec-
ond and tallied on Laase’s single.

Buckeye iced the win with three
in the seventh, taking advantagé of
four walks, two errors and a Kliner
single up the middle to plate three
more ras,

Big Red scored once in the sec-
ond on Chris Schloss' long solo
homer to left center.

In the third, Steubenville took the
lead as Crowe singled and Matt Vein
followed with a two-run homier. A -
single by Schloss, a fielder § choice
and a single to center by J. J. Bain-
bridge added a third tally,

Boroski, Kliner and Figurski end-
ed with three singles each to lead .
Buckeye, while Bainbridge led Big .
Red with three singles, .

Boroski started on the mound for
the winners pitching four and two- |
thirds innings, walking one batter °
and striking out none. Kliner came
on in the fifth and picked up the save .
with four strikeouts and four waiks.
Kliner did not ailow a hit, :

Burke went the distance on the -
mound for Big Red, recording nine
strikeouts and five walks.

Line score: .
Buckeys Local 02103038112
Steubenville - 01300004128

Batteries: Boroskl,.Kiiner (5) and Prati;
Burke and Crowa.

Red Knights no-hit Barnesville

By RICK DeLUCA -
Times Leader Sports Writer

_.There's a reason why Toronto's
powerful Red Knights were one of
the state’stop-ranked teams. They
hit, they pitch, they field like a top-
ranked team.

~ And you'll get no arguement from
Barnesville coach Brad Wilson and
his Shamrock nine.

” Toronto ripped Barnesville pitch-
ing for 11 hits, did not make an er-
rof and all while two pitchers were
combining on a no-hitter as the Red
Knights topped the Shamrocks, 9-0,
in the OVAC Class 2-A semi-finals
at'the Knight Baseball Complex Sat-
urday afternoon. '

. With the win, coach Matt Mor-
rison 8 Red Knights improved to
25-2 on the season. Their only loss-
es coming to Steubenville Central
and Beaver Local,

: Morrison's crew will be back in
zicltion on Tuesday taking on Hiland
ifrithe Division HI District tourney at
Ridgewood High in West Lafayette,
ame time in 5 p.m.

7

If the Knights win, they will re-
turn for the District final on
Wednesday.

Ohio state champions two years
ago, Toronto's win on Saturday
moved the Knights into next Satur-
day s OVAC 2-A final at Vacarro
Field in Steubenville.

Coach Brad Wilson's Shamrocks
closed out an up and down season
with the loss. ]

Barnesville opened the season
with three straight losses, then reeled
off eight straight win before a late
season tailspin saw the Rocks close
outa 10-11. '

Toronto received a great pitching
effort from both starter Scott Stutler
and reliever Matt Ludewig as the
pair combined on a no-hitter. Stutler
recorded six strikeouts and walked

two while Ludewig whiffed six

more and issued three free passes.
Combined, the duo allowed only
seven balls into play,

"We played very well today,
good base running, good hitting,"
Morrison said after the win. "Great
pitching, outstanding pitching.”

"We ve been pitching the ball re-
al well all year," the Knight coach
added. "And we're real happy the
way we've come along offensive this
last week or so."

"Those two (Stutler and

‘Tudewig) do a nice job together,” he

said, "We planned to throw Scott
four innings and Matt three innings
no matter what happened because
we wanted to make sure they could
both go on Tuesday if we need them.
That was our pian all along, but it
was tough taking Scott out of there
when he had a no-hitter going."

"Scott understands this is a team
thing and he knows we have to keep
the arms fresh, Morrison said. "They
all know what our main objective is
and that's the state tournament.”

"Even our outs were hit hard.
We re starting to hit the ball the
way we are capable of and hopefully
we 1l have a good week next week
as well," he added. :

. Toronto scored three times in the
first getting a single trom Randy Lit-
tllecot; d run-scoring double by
Doug Luescko, a walk to Stutler and

a two-run double by catcher Bill
Kuhn.

In the second, the winners added
three more as Don Price got his first
of two triples and scored on Bill
Williams double. Shawn Cain dou-
bled to left to plate Williams and lat-
er scored on a stolen base and error
on the catcher.

The Knights tacked on a run in
the fourth. Cain singled, stole sec-
ond and scored
Oft an error,

In the fifth, Toronto put up two
more runs as Stutler opened with a
walk, stole second and scored on
Mike Romey's double to right.
Price's single up the middie plated
Romey.

Luesko closed with a single and
double, while Price had two triples
and a single to lead the Knights,

Line score;
Barnesville 0000000-003
Torontn 330120x - 85110

Batteries: Galiagher, Flood (2), Fisher
(5) and Lucas; Stutler, Ludewlg (4) and
Kuhn,
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Harrison Central shades Bellaire, 4-3

. sHuskies earn OVAC 3-A championship

By RICH GIBSON
T-L Associate Sports Editor

Saturday’'s OVAC 3-A champi-
onship game between Bellaire and
Harrison Central figured to be a
closely contested, down to the wire
affair.

That it was.

Mike Saffell’s Huskies used two
of the sport's most storled intangi-
bles -- pitching and defense -- to
earn the big trophy.

Southpaw Trent Luyster capped
a superb junior season, recording
eight strikeouts and walking but one
to key a tense 4-3 Huskies' tri-
umph. ‘

The dramatic conquest at
Steubenville's Vaccaro Field en-

abled Saffell’s squad to finish 14-

10 and capture the first conference
banner in the new consolidation’s
story.

“They beat us twice during the
regular season. It feels real good to
get this one,” the 26-year old Saf-
fell notad.

Luyster, the lone Lakeland trans-
plant to wear a HC uniform, had lit-
tle margin for error on an overcast
day, facing equally outstanding Big
Reds’ mound ace Chris Ofat.

“Trent's pitched like that two
seasons now,” Saffell advised.
“He's a fearless competitor. Trent
wants the ball in clutch situations.”

After putting the s on a 7-2
season, and already with 179 ca-
reer Ks, Luyster insists there’s
room for improvement.

*I need to work on my change-
up. Hopefully, I'll do that over the
summer,” he said. Luyster will be
pitching for Maynard Legion this
5enson.

Ofat, meanwhile, all but matched
his mound opponent. Bellaire’s grit-
ty righthander spaced eight hits
while compiling seven Ks and two
walks,

Involved in a 1-1 lockup entet-
Ing the top of the sixth, both teams
mounfed impressive rallies.

The Huskies struck first in un-
likely fashion. ‘

Centerfielder Michael Bertz led
off by lining an Ofat offeting over
the fence in left field. It was the
sophomore’s first and only round-
tripper of the season.

"Luyster then laced a single up
the middle and swiped second base
before classmate Willie Luther
lined a triple to deep right for a 3-1
lighting.

Buckeye Local falls
in OVAC title game

By RICK DeLUCA
: Times Leader Sports Writer

It was one of the Ohio Valley’s
. hottést pitchers versus one of the
valley's hottest teams.

With hopes of notching its first-
Class 4-A baseball ti-
tle, Buckeye Local ran into buzz-
saw named Matit Halligan,

Edison’s fireballing righthander
was superhb, striking out 15 Pan-
thers over six innihgs, in leading
the Wildcats to a 7-0 victory Satur-
day night at Vaccaro Field in
Steubenville.

With the win Edison coach Bill
Beattie's club closes out the season
with a fine 18-8 record. The Wild-
cats had been eliminated in the
OChio sectional finals one week.

. Under the direction of first-year
coach Joe Smarella, Buckeye Local
saw its record drop to 18-11. The
Panthers will play St, John Ceniral

in Thursday at 5 p.m. at Perking
Bield in the EOBL Championship

ame.

The Panthers then will make
their regional debut Friday after-
noon at 2 p.m. when they opgose
Washington Court House at Lan
caster. Steubenville will South
point in the 5 p.m. game with the
(\jvinners coming back to play Satur-

ay.

Halligan shut down one of the
valley's hottest teams, limiting the
Panthers to just three hits over six
innings. He struck out the side in
the second, fifth and sixth innings.

Edison got on the board first in

the second inning as Caleb Meyer
and Tom Snyder recelved back-to-
back walks, Doug Wickbham hit a
fielder’s choice ground ball but the
throw was wide and Meyer scored.

With one out in the fourth in-
.ning, Meyer got thing started for
Edison with a single. Snyder fol-
lowed with a single to right and
both ruaners moved. up on errors.
Wickham followed with a sac fly to
left to score Meyer to make it 2-0.

In the fifth inning, with one out
Derek Bendle walked before Halli-
gan singled up the middle. A dou-
ble steal would advance the runners
to second and third, and David Gor-
by's flyball to right would score
Bendle to make it %—0.

The Wildcats broke it open in
the sixth inning as Matt Bailey
reached on an error. Snyder fol-
lowed with a single to right and
Wickham with a base hit to left

- which scored Bailey. The Wildcafs

would get another run when Snyder
swou]d score op a throwing error on
a Bendle ground ball,

Halligan cleared the bases witha
triple off the right centerfield wall
to plate two more runs.

Dustin Kliner pitched well in de-
feat. He allowed just six hits, but
was the victim of four Buckeye er-
rors. He fanned three and walked
five while carrying a ho-hitter into

the fourth inning,

Buckaye Local 0000 -0 3 4
Edlson 010114x -7 B O
BATTERIES: Kliner, Boroski ((67) and
Emrltia'y Otto (B). Halligan, Streblo (7) and
orby.

A costly error charged to Ofat al-
jowed shortstop Joe Buxton to
reach as Luther raced home with
what would prove the game-winner.
Ofat promptly picked off Buxton,
then worked out of further trouble.

Bellaire answercd immediately.
Designated hitter Derek Frizzi
drilled a double.

After catcher Rocky Thoburn
reached on an infield hit, second
baseman Justin Homer singled for a
4-2 reading.

Luyster recorded the inning's
second out, but hot-hitting Frankie
Hibbitts harnmered a single to left.

Thaburn rode home with Bel-
laire’s third tally. A momentary
bobble by leftfielder Steve Albaugh
sent Homer scurrying to third,

Albangh, however, recovered
nicely and fired a strike to senior
Matt Phillips who applied a dandy
swipe tag to gun down the Reds’
runner and end the inning.

“Hard to believe, but we worked
hard on outfield relay throws yes-
terday in practice,” Saffell stated.
*“It really paid off there.”

Ofat worked out of a bases
loaded jam in the top of the sev-
enth, but Luyster was equal to the
task.

After falling behind Ofat 3-0 to
lead off the frame, Luyster battled

back to induce a fly ball.

After racking up his eighth
strikeout, Luyster saw cleanup man
Derek Myers hit a tailing drive to
right which Luyster tracked down
with a sliding grab to end the game.,

“Bellaire's very talented.
They're tough up and down the or-
der,” Saffell praised.

“Everything just fell into place
for us today. I'm especially happy
for our seniors,” he added, referring
to Phillips, Buxton and catcher B.J.
Kuhn.

Hibbitts hit two singles and
scored the game's first run.

Matt Frizzi clubbed a single and
double as Bellaire outhit the
Huskies, 9-8. Homer and Thoburn
each singled twice,

Bertz and Kuhn belted two hits
aplece for Harrison. Kuhn's RBI hit
in the third plated Albaugh for the
early 1-1 tie,

Both teams siranded seven
baserunners.

The 3-A title contest was played
in a swift one hour, 25 minutes.

Under Charles “Tube” Davis,
the Big Reds fashioned a good 15-
10 record.

Line score:
Harrison Central 0010030_48
Bellaire 1000020 39

BATTERIES: Luyster and Kuhn. Ofat
and Thoburn.

T Photo/PAULA GINTHER

FIRING A strike to a Harrison Central batter Saturday is Bellalre’s
Chris Ofat during the OVAC 3-A championship gams. Ofat pitched
well, recording seven strikeouts. The Huskies, however, behind
southpaw ace Trent Luyster, galned the title via a 4-3 triumph,



First OVAC Championship for Harrison Centrdl

Defense the key as Bellaire's Ofat hung with hard-luck loss

'OVAC baseball,
playoff field set

By RICK DeLUCA
Tines Leader Sports Writer

Steubenville and Toronto coast-
ed, Magnolia came from behind and
St. John Central had to battle to the

- wire, '

As a result, all four are OVAC
regular season champions in base-
ball.

With final standings released to-
day by OVAC baseball director
Bob Solar, Steubenville and Toron-
to easily finished the season atop
their respective divisions. '

Magnolia, who trailed Bellaire
through much of the season, cap-
tured the 3-A crown and St. John
Central was able to hold off run-
nerup Linsly for the 1-A title by the
slimmest of margins.

Big Red, under veteran coach
Fred Heatherington, posted wins in
their final 19 games to run away
with the OVAC's Class 4-A crown
and earn the top seed in the confer-
ence playoffs.

Steubenville finished with a
sparkling 22-1 record and racked

- up 1230 points, tops in the confer-
ence, to lead the 4-A division. John
Marshall finished second with an
11-5 mark and a 36.9 record.

Edison, closing the regular sea-
son at 15-7, was just a fraction be-
hind the Monarchs in third with a
36.4 average, while Buckeye Lo-
cal's impressive final week in which
they reeled off five straight wins,
grabbed the final playoff spot ahead
of fifth place Weir. Buckeye closed
at 15-10 with a 32.0 average.

In Class 3-A, coach Dave Cisar's
Magnolia nine posted an impressive
14-4 mark to snare first place from
a competitive field. The Blue Ea-
gles closed with 610 points and
33.9 average.

Bellaire, the 3-A leader most of
the season, finished second at 28.3
with its 11-7 mark,

-8 17-5 mark.

¢

——

St. Clairsville finished third .
posting a 12-10 mark and spo (M2
a 27.7 average while Harrison C&Y
tral grabbed the final playoff spi
ahead of Buckeye Trail with a 1
record and a 26.7 average, fo

In Class 2-A, Toronto left liffl
doubt as to who was No 1 aftg
putting together a 23-2 record iy
rolling up 1100 points for a 445
average. Coach Matt ' Morrisopt
club put together a cauple long
ning streaks during the season. .

Steubenville Central finishE
second with a 15-8 record and ¥
30.9 average while Wheeling C &
tral had a stranglehold on third 1.3

':"i.‘-

Barnesville edged three comp4lf
tors to secure the final playoff spéy
The Shamnrocks closed at 10-8 wil
2 20.6 average, just ahead of
place Caldwell, - ;

In Class 1-A, St. Johr Centrg
gamered the regular season title
No. 1 seed with a 16-3 record and;
27.9 average. Coach Tom Slﬁ
will be returning his club to
OVAC tourney for a third straight
year. W
Linsly finished second wit
17-6 record and a 26.9 aver
while Shadyside closed out at 1 i
and placed third.

Frontier grabbed the fourth spot™
with a 10-7 record and a 21.8 a
age to beat out fifth place Pa(‘:l'a
City for the final playoff spot.

Semi-final action is siated for
Saturday at four locations, Brooky
side, New Martinsville, Brooke 1d,-
Toronto, Finals are set for the fg )
lowing Saturday at Vaccaro Field ip,.
Steubenville. i

Matchups in the semis will git
the No. 1 seed opposite the No, 4
seed and the No. 2 and No. 3 seeds.,
will play in the other contest. Locayt
tions for each game have yet to be .-
determined. . o

W
it
msM
M

SNy
With one out in the Bellaire s

RINE tart in- the boitom of the frst as ; ed and Rock
: Fogﬁfﬁmn Bellaire's Frankic Hibbitts, who had Derck Fr;gi l&ougl g, Rocky
i Hurmison. Cental tricd o the. led off e dnning with 4 single, | Frs sad thin .m:in.frumr-ﬂwwg;@
‘Cinderella slipper for size in the:! woiked his way amund to.thind with -  pled up the middle to scord ’
'OVAC Class AAA championship two outitnd scored oa & wild pitch ty Cutting the lead to 4-2.
" game at Vaccaro Field Saturday and' Trent Luyster. Luyster struck out the next bakr
found it fit ke a glove. Harrison Central team knotied the but Hibbits singled up the middle to
: ouk baseball glove, of course. count in. the top of the third when the drive in Thoburn, trimming the wr-
 The Huskies, who barely Big Reds’ ’;i fielder whiffed on to 4-3 and leaving runners. am
. squeezed into the playoff ficld as the Steve 8 leadoff single. The and second for Ofat, but Luysies;
‘No. 4 seed; upset No. 2-seeded two-base error put Albaugh af third got his mound counterpart.to flyali
Bellaire 4.3 0 Win. the firit OVAC  and he jogged home oa a BJ. Kuba e to he outfield 10 end e nning.ii
Chass Al opascball champlonsiip in sm%hé game settled into a pitcher’s whea Joe Buxtg smmﬁm nBi?m ﬁc 1;213:
e efcnse wis tho key for Harisoa ducl {or e next e e fhom bouooed 2 Eoasad ball on e ooee o e bottorm. of the savanix&(
Central (16-12) a1 the Tiukies f;‘,gdo'f" e tched Zeros O e "t was ooicd, allowing lock up he win. Luysier gate up nine
ﬂﬁﬁmmrfbgmc ﬁal miscues. Michael Bertz put Harrison umoa‘?uuaged e 10 escape With ro }:ﬁ:sono e 20D
on the part of the Big Reds (14-11) Comimal anapped e B e i e s damats but e Hieakice had 3 b2 o y- deserved xi:
to hang a rare loss on Bellaire ace by B in Ofet plch % better fate, had seven sirikeoutsshnd
Chrls Ofat . (heleft field wall for a leadoft N ehost wasa’t emough two walks, s wol
“The Huskies got off to a rocky but there was more where that came It wam - e
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T-L Photo/PAULA GINTHER,
DELIVERING to the plate during Wednesday's OVAC Baseball All=
Star clash between Ohlo and West Virginia at Perkins Field im:

Brookside is Bellalre’s Chris Ofat. The hurler pitched the first:
two innings of Ohio’s 20-7 victory. Ses story page 4B,



OVAC baseball pairings released I

By RICK DeLUCA
Times Leader Sports Writer

As luck would have it, Toronto
and New Martinsville drew the big
dogs.

With pairings announced for the
start of OVAC baseball tournament
this weekend, Toronto and Magno-
lia high school fields will each play
host to two of the four regular sea-
son champions.

Toronto drew the two winningest
teamns this season with Steubenville
and the hometown Red Knights
playing at the up-river diamond.

Semi-final action will take place
at four locations, Bridgeport and
Brooke along with Toronto and
Magnolia.

At Toronto, Big Red will open
play at noon with its 19-game

streak against fourth-seeded Buck-
eye Local in a Class 4-A maichup.
At 2 p.m. Class 2-A top-seed
Toronto, with a 23-2 record, takes
ot fourth-seeded Bamesville.

At Magnolia, the noon matchup
features Class 1-A top-seed St.

BRI A - WIT

Three-Time Champions

The Bellaire St. John’s baseball team capped yet another successful season last week by defeating Linsly

8-4 at Vaccaro Field to win their third consecutive Ohio V.
Irish, who finished the year with a sparkl
ar season champions

The F
Easterlt%ho

Baseball
Vavra, Josh Shutler, Rock
Hartlieb, head coach Tom

J.D. McCracken, Kyle

John Central battling fourth-seeded
Froatier while Magnolia, the Class
3-A champion, goes after fourth-
seed Harrison Central.

Not to be outdone, Perkins Field
in Brookside will hast a noon Class
3-A battle between second-seeded
Bellaire and third-seeded St.
Clairsville. In the 2 p.m. matchup,
second-seeded Linsly takes on
third-seeded Shadyside in a Class
1-A semifinal,

Brooke High will play host to
what could be the most evenly-
matched pairings of the tourney
with third-seeded Wheeling Central
playing second-seeded Steubenville
Central in a Class 2-A game at
noon and third-seeded Edison tak-
ing on second-seeded John Mar-
shall at 2 p.m. in a 4-A semi.

Winners on Saturday will ad-
vance into next Saturday's OVAC
championship finais at Vaccaro
Field in Steubenville.

Ticket prices at all sites have
been set at $3 for aduits and $2 for
students.

QOVAC Baseball Pairin

At Bridgeport - (Class 3-A) St
Clairsville vs. Bellaire, noon; (Class
1-A} Shadyside ve. Linsly, 2 p.m.

At Toronto -- (Class 4-A) Buck-
eye Local vs, Steubenville, noon;
(Class 2-A) Bamesvilie vs. Toronlo,

2p.m.
At nolla - (Class 1-A) Fron-
tier va, St. John Gentral, noon;

(Class 3-A) Harrison Central vs,
Magnolia, 2 p.m.

At Brooke - (Class 2-A) Wheel-
ing Central vs, Steubenville Central,
noon; (Class 4-A) Edison vs. John
Marshall, 2 p.m.

alley Athletic Conference Class A champ p-
22-4 record, also won OVAC Class A and
ps. Front row, from left: Ben Shutler, Joe
S Ben Baldwin and Andrew Bannon. Second row, from left: Mar
liva, David Shutler, Jimmy Poland, Matt Nardo, Eric Taylor, Willie Clegg,
Oglibee and assistant coach Eric Petho.

PICTURED are the members of the OVAC Baseball Committee. Front row, from Ieft, are |Linsly'5
Gary Sprague, St. Clairsville’s Richard “Lefty” Hall, director Bob Solan, and Barnesville's Brad
Wilson. Second row, from left, are Bellaire’s Terry Espina, Bridgeport’s Steve Powell,

OVAC Baseball Committee

Steubenville’s Fred Heatherington, and Brooke's Rob Robinson.




Toronto takes 2A tthﬂlﬁé'g

Toronto’s Red Knights made the e:
~most of only five hits and rallied T emasiars womoase TapS
. from an early three-run deficit to Knight runs.
' topple Steubenville Central, 8-5, in Line score:
; Saturday’s OVAC 2-A title game at ~ Steub, Central
. Steubenville’s Vaccaro Field., Toronto
Behind mound ace Ryan Rankin, !
the Crusaders struck for three runs
in the top of the first.
Toronto, however, worked its
way back and rode the slants of
southpaw ace Mitch LeMasters to
conclude a superb 25-3 season un-
der Matt Morrison. i
LeMasters, came on in the top of
the first for starter Scott Stutler.
The Knights' lefty finished with
eight strikeouts and three walks, '

Second baseman Shawn Cain
clubbed a run-scoring triple to high-
light Toronto’s game-clinching
two-run bottom of the sixth,
heMasters followed with a sacrifice

y.

Rankin compiled 11 Ks and six
walks in a complete game outing,.
At the plate, he pounded a single
and double, good for a run batted
in.

Ceniral third baseman Steve
Cramblett contributed a triple, sin-
gle and RBI. Designated hitter Matt
Milier and catcher Ryan Cummings

3K 1100-- 562
222002x-852

OVAC CLASS AAAA FINAL
WHEELING PARK 4 JOHN MARSHALL 3 :

John Marshalk: 1000002 - 3 4 1
Wheeling Park ) \ 021100x - 48 3
BATTERIES: West and Gorby. Newland and Hohman, Schell (8).

OVAC CLASS AAA FINAL

MAHRTINS FERRY 6 INDIAN CREEK 4 .
Martins Ferry 0100023 - 683
Indian Creek . 2000200 - 4 43
BATTERIES: Vinct and Macksy. Nash.and Beill.

OVAC CLASS A FINAL

BEALLSVILLE 12 ST, JOHN CENTRAL 11
124011 011- 11 14 &5
050 110212- 12 13 4

St. John Central
Beallsvilla
BATTERIES: Lynn and Bumgardner. Nippert and Crum.

Steubenville Central,
Edison advance

v'Edison and Stenbhenville Central scored OVAC semifinal baseball tri-

umphs Saturday at a rainy Brooke High diamond in Wellsburg.

After the Crusaders wiped out Wheeling Central by an 11-0 count in a

2-A tilt, Edison eliminated John Marshall by 5-2 in a 4-A affair,

.~ As a result, Edison and Buckeye Local will battle for the big school
‘banner next Saturday at Steubenville’s Vaccaro Field.

! Steubenville Central, meanwhile, opposes Toronto for the 3-A crown.

! STEUBENVILLE CENTRAL'S Ryan Rankin mowed down the Ma-

Lemasters accounted for two Red

OVAC Baseball Capsules

CLASSTA -
FRONTIER COUGARS (4)
Haad coach: Eric Webar (3 year)
e s 5600 107
as Mg
mm& Bineges, Giynn Goodwin, Fick ¥rol, Jason Ri
opin :EdKnyiar.agreihyPrﬁdﬁé!t,ﬂmell.Kmﬁra-

Sophgmores

ham, Soan Hanket

Freshman: Nick Bolay, Josh Thamas, Nathan Tewksbury.
5LY CADETS (2}

Hoad coach: Gm.z Sprague (26t year).

1909 racord; 13

2000 record (2 of 5-6-00); 17-6

Senlors: Brant Buch, Dan Buchivach, Jason Clay, Trevar
Hopawood, Gaorge Korsnick, Jon Kurtz, Ryan Saar, Dan
5

i 3,
Jumm Bippus, Steve Fragale, Cherla Sines, Eddie

Swierkns.
Sophomares: Mike Clifford, B. J, Zvlzalbav&ar.
ST. JOHN CENTRAL PIGHTING IRISH {1}

Head coach: Tom Siiva (3rd year)
e om0

t £ H
Seniors: Switt, Eric Taykr, Josh Shutier, Ben Baidwin.
Juniors: Malt Narde, David Shutier, Kyla Ogifoes, Jimmy
Potand, J. D. McCracken, Wikia Glegg.
Saphomores: Paul Hartiieb, Vavra, Ben Shutler, Sean
Zeakes, Andrew Bannan, Joa Aykowski, Darek Romarensk,
Jash Yaughn, Jason Tivko

. Freshmen: ScotlGretchen, Kyle Mciniosh, Tyler Moscaio, Jon

Gurran, Michael Coyne, HLan fiico, Jos Tennan, John Ander-

son, Michaal Sullvan, Chris Jingle, Alan Pacifico, Treatin

Priaba, Chad Taytor, ThomasKnsky, Chris Panepuccl,
SHADYSIDE

5 (3)
Heaud coach: Ga? Cunningham (3rd years
S50 005500 127

83 0 L 12
Senicrs: 0015' Clark, Bob Emary, Chris Kaplan, Matt Statle-
mayer, Wilka Talhert, Derek Rilchea,
Juniors: Matt Ft‘.‘;g‘ﬂland Trant Ging, Justin Magyar, Derek
Maak, Ryan . -
Saphomares: Ryan Edggs, Faion, Sergs Gantila, An-
drew Lachsman),rZac Parkafl-.mlgryls Zeller.
Frashmen: Danny Dunsmora, Jason DeVienzo, Mark Fi-
ialpwski, Brandon Holmas, Colby Mathews, Sean McElfzash,
héck Crglay, Stefan Pumpa.

2A
BARNESVILLE SHAMROCKS (4)
Heag coach: Brad Witson (20th year)
e e e
record {as :
Sariors: Mike Fisher, Casey Flood, Josy Gallagher, Jason
LUcas, Rick Ofiver.
Jurdors: Nathan Butier, Clgemlsun, Max Laftathin, Kyla Nap-
tuna, Josh Deanison, Jleg‘ phest, )
Sophomores; Mike Walch, Boomer Reed, John Jeferies, Jat
Swalilg,
Froshenen: Cameran Davig, Nathan Hunidar, Mike Phillips,
John Staphan, Josh McFariand, Sam ,
STEUBENVILLE CENTRAL CRUSADERS (2}
Haad coach; Tom Bartemes {15t year)
o ol 5601 158
a8 : 15-8. .
Sanicrs: Ryan Corabi, Pal Koniski, Jason Morath, Malt
O'Lgary, Ryan Tankin, Luke Witkowskd,
» Jurbors: Steve Crambiett, Josh Hawratt, Brian Joyte, Jessa

Sophomoras; Cummings, Andrew Martaus, Matt Mifler.
' -R%HHOH?G ED KNIGHTS {1)

Head coach: Matt Momison (Bth year)

%g?gnﬁ %‘9’ 27_4! 5-800): 232

: n 390 2%

Saniors: Lernastars, Scott Statier, Bill Kubn, Randy Lit-

tlscof, Ja&wFostef.
Junloirs: Caln, Don Price, Doug Lucsko, Josh Nett
Scphomoras: Matt Lum. Wiliams, J. D. Hannan.
WHEELING CENTHAL MAROON KNIGHTS {3)

Head coach; Tery Edwards (15h year)
1999 record: 25-8
2000 record (ag of 5-8-00); 17-5. )

- Senlors: Dave Laflam, Togd Flading, J. T, Richardson, Jason

Bower,
Juniors: Jeff Hartman, Jared Zavolta, Morgan Kent, Chios

Drosieko, Justin Bownles, Dabe Malatinski, Ched Mararski,
Jason Owans, Kelth Wodusky, Aaron Wilkingon, Mark Sapon,

res: Justin Edwards, Josh Sleime, Jacob Daller,
Brandan Ball.

CLASS 3-A
BELLAIRE BiG REDS (2)

Head coach: Temy Espina
2000 record (as of 5-6-00): 117
Sanlors: Frankia Hibbitis, Kenny Bernington, Chris Ofal,
Justin Homer, Darek Frizz, Mika Marﬁng )
Junlors: Focky Thobum, Diarek byars, Matt Frizzi, Tayier

Hughas.
So%wmums: Matt Waliner, Jason Blumbing, Jayson LaRoche.
Frashmen: Kevin Sechrast.

HARFISON CENTRAL HUSKIES (4}
Hear coach: Mike Saitall (3rd year}
1899 record: 00
2000 record (a3 of 5-6-00): 129
Saniors: Matt Phiips, Joa Buxton, B, J. Kutn,
Junicrs; Witle Luther, Trant Luystar, Stevan Albigh, Chad
Taylor, Brian Thexton, Shad Gross, Chris Ghasla, Jeremy
Sophor San!uéi;{)uvguda. Michas| Bartz.
Sophomorss: Beau Burgar, Michae

MAGNOLIA BLUE EAGLES (1)

Haad coadh: Dava Cisar (27t year).
1939 record: 18-8
2000 record (s of 5-6-00): 144 )
Seniors: Steva lams, Rick Broakover, Josh King, Rich Peffer-

man.

Juniors: Erle Blaka, Ban Justice, Chad Alln,
Sophornores: Johe Smith, Joa Blat, Craig Masan, Bret
Tipoly, Mike Tracey, Auss Shepherd, Chad Shepherd, Tim
Simims, Joa Weaver, Kil King, Dennis Miller.

Ereshmat: Pal Sandridge, Draw Cecil, Nick Goddard,
ST, CLAIRSVILLE RED DEVILS (3}
Head coach: Richard "Lefty” Hall {33n] year}
1558 mmr&:‘11-112 1240
2000 record {as of 5-6-00): 12-
Seriors: Han Baloceo, Chris Baugh, Gorey Shreva, Kevin Ja-
worski

fors: D, J, Hynes, Ricky Leach, Todd Garlinge, Beent
Jvtljigliama. MaW;uenmwandm. Josh Ssoan:?,e Mika Regse,

Pk Adam Cuirk, BEy Wesloy
Bs: y .
Soprome thés

[
BUCKEYE LOCAL PANTHERS (4)
Head coach: Joo Smarella {15t year)

. 1899 racord: 13-40

2000 racord (as of 5-8-00); 1590
Sanors; Gocrge Laasa, Cain Noble, Dustin Kiner, Ryan fos-

8, Larrnﬁamid.
3unm: athan Prati, Chad Figurski, Brian Zack, Bily March-
bank, Eddia Kachur, Chris Vingi, Jared Schultz, Mike Blasure,
Sophomores: Jack Otia, Deran Young, Justin Posgah, Justin
Torok. -

EDISON WILDCATS (3)

Head coach: Bill Beattia {12th year)
1599 record: 14-12,
2000 record (as of 5-8-00) 15-7
Saniots; Matt Balley, Desal Bendie, Matl Garman, Cory Gast,
David Gorby, Matt Haffigan,
Jundors: David Goodwin, %zub%lwmham. Dan Aamsay, Jog
Rose, Wes Strablo, Josh .

: Kan Vescorl.
Frashenan; Juslin Richards, Calab Meyar.

JOKM MARSHALL MONARCHS (2)
Head coach: Bob Montgomery (25th year)
1459 racord: 22.5
2000 record (a5 of 5-6-00): 11-5
Senlors: Jarod Fing, Matt Matkavich, Trappar Skeypak, Drew
Vilianl, Jonathan Wiifong, Jalf Crowe, Phisp Mitar.
Juniors: Jetame ng, Jason , Brian Crose,
Chyis Amedra, Steva Conchoft, Carey Lysaskl, Ghawn Huge

ins, Chad McKown, Billy Kindarer,
v srsuwmue BIG RED (1)

Haad toach: Fred Heatheringlon {12h year)

1489 racord: 18-6

2000 record {as o S-E-?ﬂ: 224 )
Sanfors: Al Andraws, Chirls Schinss, J. J, Bainbridge, Mike
Jayce, Mett Vain, Fiob Crowe, Bernla Batilats, Zach Sciscan,
Grag Besozzl, Ralph Burke.

Juniors: David B, David Crisante, Rob Kocher, Brad Jonas.
Sophomores: Justin Banks, Mika DiAngeto.

roon Knights on three hits in Saturday’s opener. Rankin racked up eight
strikeouts and issued but one walk.

Designated hitter Matt Miller clubbed a two-run homer in the fourth in-
ning and shortstop Jason Morrelli led off the game with a solo shot ag Cen-
tral improved to 17-8, i

Miller also singled twice and totaled four RBIs, Mormelli added two hits
for a three-RBI afternoon. Rankin aided his cause, collecting a single, dou-
ble and run batted in. ‘

Jason Bower, Todd Flading and Jason Owens accounted for the
Knights’ lone base raps. e

SATURDAY’S 4-A semifinal was delayed two hours while tourna-
ment officials worked tirelessly to make the field playable. .

The Wildcats® Matt Halligan then proceeded to make life miserable for
Bob Montgomery''s Monarchs, Halligan recorded nine strikeouts and two
walks en route to hurling a four-hitter.

Matt Bailey’s two-run double in the top of the fifth enabled Edison to
take a 3-0 upperhand. The ‘Cats added two more tallies in the sixth then
held off a M comeback bid.

* Matt Matkovich lined two singles for the Monarchs. Jon Wilfong dritled
a double. Billy Rinderer clouted a sacrifice fly.

OVAC Baseball Pairings

At Bridgeport
Class 3-A -- (SASt. Clairsville vs. (2) Bellaire, noon
Class 1-A - (3) Shadylgside vs. {2) Linsly, 2 p.m.
At Toronto .
Class 4-A - (4) Buckeye Local vs. (1) Steubenville, noon
Class 2-A — (4) Barnesville vs. (1) Toronto, 2 p.m.
At New Martinsville
Class 1-A — 54) Frontier vs. (1) St. John Central, noon
Class 3-A - (4) HarrisoRtCBentril vs. (1) Magnolia, 2 p.m.
: rooke
Class 2-A — (3) Wheeling Central vs. (2) Steubenville Central, noon
> C!ass.( -A -~ (3) Edison vs. (2) (John Marshall, 2 p.m.

OVAC 2-A
Steub. Central 34130--11131
Wheeling Cent 00000 033
BATTERIES: Rankin and Cummings. LaFlam, Edwards (3) and Bower,
OVAC 4-A
Edison : 1000220--56 1
JM 000001 1241

BATTERIES: Halligan and Gorby. McKown, Amedro (3), Wilfong (8) and Crowe,
Skrypak (5. .




1arrison Central hammers Magnolia

Huskies advance to OVAC 3-A title game

RICH GIBSON

Associate Sports Editar

Worth the wait?

“Well worth it,” smiled Mike
‘fell after his Harrison Central
skies mowed down Magnolia,
-2, in the conclusion of an
AC 3-A semifinal Monday
qing in New Martinsville.

Both teams endured a 48-hour
off when last Saturday after-
on's game was halted by in-
mnent weather at the Gearge Mul-

tett Complex.

Play resumed Monday in the
bottom of the third with Harrison
Central in front, 3-0, behind south-
paw Trent Luyster,

The Blue Eagles were to strike
for two quick runs off the Huskies’
junior before Luyster slammed the
doar. )

Harrison Central was to take big-
time advantage of four Magnolia er-
rors and nine walks issued by Blue
Eagle pitching.

“When you fail to execute and

play fundamentally sound baseball,
bad things are bound to happen,”
bemoaned veteran Magnolia mentor
Dave Cisar, owner of more than
550 career wins,

“Basically, you have to credit
everything to Harrison Central,” he
added. “I'm very impressed with
the Luyster kid. I don’t think he
threw quite as hard (as Saturday),
but still, he had enough good stuff
to get the job done.”

Cisar, in turn, held back his
mound ace for West Virginia sec-
tional play. Magnolia was slated 1o
play this afternoon at St. Marys.

“It would have been nice 1o have
(Steve Iams) an the hill, but the
{OVAC) is really a second chance
tournament for teams who've al-
ready been eliminated. We have to
focus everything on our state tour-
nament, now. That's how it works.”

Harrison Central returns to ac-
tion Saturday afternoon (5:00) at
Stenbenville’s Vaccaro Field where
they’ll oppose Bellaire for the 3-A
title,

“Bellaire beat us twice in the
regular season. We're really look-
ing forward to another shot at
them,” Saffell said.

Magnolia became the OVAC’s

second number one seed to bite the
dust. Last Saturday, Buckeye Local
stunned Steubenville Big Red in a
4-A semifinal at Toronto.

*(This) is a tribute to all our kids
and how hard they've worked,” Saf-
fell stated. “We received contribu-
tions from everyone in our lineup,
top to bottom.”

Perhaps none greater than fresh-
man Mike Meadows, who made his
first varsity start a memorable one
in Monday’s pressurized contest.

Not to be confused with Mark
McGuire, Meadows entered Mon-
day's game hitting out of the
cleanup spot.

The Huskies' second sacker
made his presence fell immediately,
inducing a bases loaded walk in the
top of the fourth,

Meadows’ next two plate ap-
pearances resulted in a patr of text-
book bunts, both of which went for
infield hits,

Harrison Central broke open the
game, scoring five times in the fifth
frame. Luyster lined a two-run sin-
gle to center; junior Jeremy Bartrug
drew a bases loaded walk; and
shortstop Joe Buxton belted a two-
run single for a 10-2 lighting.

In the sixth, Magnolia was guilty
of anather costly error leading to a
run before Bartrug's fielder's
choice plated the final tally.

Toronto Repeats as Double-A Champ‘s‘

Red Knights battle past Crusaders, 8-5

By SHAWN RINE ;ﬁ Cummings off first and then

' For The News-Register king out the next hitter,

Steubenville Central had Toronto
down early but couldn't deliver the
knockout blow in Saturday’s OVAC
Class AA final at Vaccaro Field.

As a result, the Red Knights (23-

3) came storming back to make a
successful defense of their double-A
crown with an 8-5 victo-:y..
- "Sometimes things don't work out
the way you want them 1o in this
game,” satd Toronto head coach Matt
‘Morrison, "but our g\;c)rs ghowed a lot
of heart in coming back."

The Crusaders (14-9) jumped on
Red Knight starter Scott Stutler right

*L didn’t wan to-start Milch today
because he threw so many pilches
Tuesday (in Toroato's District sem-
fina] loss to Hiland)," said Moisoa.
"We had all the confidence in the
world ia Scott.”

The Red Knlgbtsf otﬂt;v; runs
back in the bottom o on an
error and af infield grounder and

then went shesd to stay with two.

more in the second frame. .

Lemasters tied the game with aa
RBI grounder and Randy Littlecoll
delivered the go-ahcad mun with 2
two-out RBI single.

in wi the win with 63
i top of the first. Toronto padded the margin with Lamssters v

Offb?ii: a{’;:n??lmg g'onc-out walk, two more runs in the third as Don o:éog:r-mt Wﬁwﬁwﬁ
stole second and trotted homae Rr.m ] gvricc n;::r;}: tllént).!.lgh wﬂiiz 69.- :t’wo-mt, 'll;:: ot mdwiho Y e
ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ by starting pitcher Ryin Décnl:al \Eas'n't resdy to pack it in, ﬁwfl.ﬁc with a single and a pair of

" Rankin himself came home on a however, ns the Crusadess scratched RBRmkin e hardduck loss
Py Milleerog{J o B.I‘ICL ml?trou‘m g]uutmrtt‘mgmig ﬁk‘:ogkl'b mfd despite yidiiuffg oaly five hits. He
oy NS mmﬁtars“' % in o pi - stuck out 11 bul gavec up scven

iomy e into plich, Steve Crambleit to.make it 6-5 head 4

mﬂ;ﬁ w%‘um&ln 5 grgumd: ing into the bottom of the sixth. bases o balls. He had a single and

" Lemasters with an RBI single but
Lemasters got out of the jam by pick-

Lenuisters a little breathing room as

double for the Crusaders while
Cramblett addod a siagle aad tripie.

' Edison’s Halligan Fans 15 in 4-A Shutor

Luyster, meanwhile, was out-
standing on the hill, limiting a usu-
ally potent-hitting Eagles’ club to
just three hits.

*Trent’s almost always around
the plate. He isn't going to walk
many batters,” Saffell pointed out.

The savvy junior recorded seven
strikeouts and walked only two. At
the plate, Luyster was on base four
times, three via hits,

Before play was halted Saturday,
third baseman Matt Phillips pound-
ed a two-run double and designated
hitter Brian Thaxton tagged a run-
scoring two-bagger.

Centerfielder Michael Bertz, a
sophomore, reached base three
times and scored as many runs.

First baseman Chris Chesla ig-
nited a two-run forth frame with a
leadoff hit. Chesla also scored
twice.

Blue Eagles’ catcher Eric Burke
drilled an RBI double. lIams plated
Magnolia's other run with a base
rap.

Harrison Central takes a 13-10
record into Saturday’s title game,
Magnelia is 16-6 entering this af-
ternoon’s sectional scrap. Line
score;

H. Central 102252--12113
Magnolia 2000-- 2 34
ATTERIES: Luyster and Kuhn.

Brookover, Smith (5}, Tracaey (8} and
Mason.

; Senior ace pitching, hitting star for big-school.champions

By SHAWN RINE _
For The News-Register ;

TGl on Sicabeavile’s Vaciaro
night fell on Stey *s Viccaro
Field Saturday but Edison ace Mt | Séeee
Halligan had his heater working in
the Wildcats® Ohio Vallc{ A.th&uc
- Conference’s Class AAAA ‘baseball
chamPiomhip game against Buckeye

Haillgan struck out seven of the
only hi -
I Yes as Edison blenked

tory six Hnks as

Buckeye Local, 7-0, to claim the
big-school crown.
ard-thrawing
struck out 15 batters ‘and: yiel
only three hits in six dazzling innings

OVA
The

of work.

Sophomore Wes Streblo came

ﬂué}mdm , Otto (8.

rbi; Saydar 15;

010 114 x—7 & &

{2s0, Bw), Boroskl (8} (Oen,
Posgal D.

o e 0 St
andd . L i
el Wickham S, 2rbi

count to 3-0,

bottom of the sixth.

first 15
Halligan

pitch the seventh inning and picked
mmsuﬂteoumgforatotﬂof
ll‘PT whiffs on the night from the
Edison (19-8) mound staff.

Halligan went on to fan nine of the
ttetr he faced and struck out
the side in both the second and fifth

'I‘h%sWildcatsscorcdanuncamed
runinthcbottomofthcpecondand
into sacrifice flys by Doug Wickham and

an RBI sing

Halligan led &

i\l Beattie's cham

les, , 1
g Ryzan Posgai broke up Hﬂl@ﬂ%
io-hit bid with a two-out dou i111
the bottom of the third inning: 107

- sl

sliid
L AR
0ok

David Gorby in the fourth and #fih
frames, regp-actlvely; pushcdf‘“nt}i\g

While that would have been
than - enough with Halligan 'sii¥i

mping out the high-octane Suff
Fr‘:)m the hill, Edison décided t
Buckeye Local (18-9) away i

#brey

Wickham %gt things started 4gi
and "Halligdn

the four-run uprising

a ringing two-run trifl&. :
x-hit &

SN
T
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Red Devils Bitten

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL

By Bad Luck, Worse Weather

St. John's blasts Frontier, Red Knights combine for no-hitter of Barnesville

The Bellaire Big Reds were praying
for rain, and that's just what they got
in their Class OVAC AAA semifinal

ame against the St. Clairsville Red

s :

Y . o
The Fame ended with a 5-3 win
for Bellaire, but that may not have
been the outcome without the bad
weather. The Red Devils were down
18 top of the seventh, starting
the inning with, their Nq. 9 batter,
Brent Williams, who belted a home

" run. Now down by only one, Bellaire

- three and walking as many. Chris

. 3-0, when the game was

pitching watked the next two hitters
1o leave two on with St. Clairsyille's
No. 3 batter, D.J, Hynes, coming up
to the plate — with no outs.

' Then came the rain,

It mained for abont 10 minutes,
which prompted the umpires to post-
pone the game for about 35 minutes,
After roughly 40 minutes, umpires
Greg Hermann and Iim Little decid-
ed the field was too slick to continue,
ending the pame, ‘

-Derek Myers earned the mound
victory for the Big Reds, striking cut

Ofat singled home a run and -Mait
Frizzi had a triple and a run batted in.

Derek Wood had a pair of singles
and an RBI and Brent Williams sin-
gled and sent & runner across the
plate for the Red Devils in the losing
effort,

In the other OVAC AAA semifi-
nal, Harrison Central led olia

stponed

" due to rain in the bottom of the third

innin‘f.
. Monday at

The game will resume
pm. in New
Martinsville.

The Class AAA Final will be played
Saturday at Vaccaro Field in
Steubenville, -

Class A

‘Bellaire St, John's 13 Frontier 2

The Fighting Irish (20-3) scored
seven runs in the secoad innjng with
two outs en route to an easy win over
Frontier to earn a spot {n the Class A
Tinals on Saturday, T

Rocky Swift struck out six and
walked anly one, -combinlng with
1.D. McCracken to limit the Cougars
to only four hits,

Josh Shutler hit a three run homer
in the second, and he also singled,
ending the pame with four runs bat-
ted in. Rocky Swift had & double and
a single for two RBIs and Mark
Hartlieb had a bases loaded double to

ve him three RBIs for the night,
illie Clegg singled for a run batted

in. .

In the losing effort, Rick Kroll had
a pair of singles and an RBI for
Frontier,

St, John's will play the winner of
the Shadyside-Linsly game, which
was postponed Saturday because of
ﬁn'da ES gmm:i wii.idtake place

onday at 5 p.m. in Bridgeport.

%Iass AA

Toronto 9 Barnesville

Scoit Stutler and Matt Ludewig
combined for a no-hitter as Torouto
(25-2) shut out Bamnesville (11-12)
in the opening round of the Class AA
OVAC baseball tournament at
Toronto's Red Knight Complex.

Stutler worked the first four
innings, striking out six before giv-
ing way to Ludewig in the fifth,

Ludewig worked the final three
frames and struck out six. In an effort
to save an arm for this week's Ohio
Division IV District Tournament,
Toronto head coach Matt Morrison
lifted Stutler despite the fact that he
was tossing a no-hilter,

Don Price rr:[gged & pair of triples,
g single and drove in a run while
Doug Lucsko and Shawn Cain each
recorded a double and a single.

Joey Gallagher lasted only one
inning for Barnesville, which used
three pitchers on the day.

Class AA
Steubenville Central 11
Wheeling Central 0

Jason Morelli started out the game
with & home run to begin a three-run
first inning and earn the Steubenvilla
Central Crusaders a trip to the
OVAC AA finals by shutting out
Wheeling Central,

- Morelli ended the game with his
home run, along with & pair of sin-
les and three RBIs. Matt Miller
mered, singled twice and knocked

home four runners, Ryan Rankin also
chipped in for the Crusaders with a
double, a single, and a run batted in,

Rankin also put in a stellar perfor-
mance on the mound, gaining the
win by siriking out eight baiters,
walking only one, and giving up only
thres hits.

Steubenville Central wiil now face

“Toronto néxt Saturday at Vaccaro

Field in Steubenville in the Class AA

Finals,
Class AAAA
Bucktéye Local 9 Big Red 4

Big Red scored four times in the
bottom of the third innir:g of their
Class AAAA semifinal OVAC tour-
nament game against Buckeye
Local to claim a 4-3 lead, only to

‘watch it evaporate as the Panthers

scored three in the fifth and seven
iggin § to slip past Steubenville
@32,

Ralph Burke took the loss for Big
Red, givin%| up 11 hits, including
threc to his counterpart Larry
Boroski. Chad Figurski and Dustin
Kliner each had three sln%}cs for the
Panthers, who withstood homers by
Matt Vein and Chris Schloss,

Class AAAA
Edison 5 John Marshall 2

Matt Halligan struck out nine
while walking only two and gave up
four hits en route to an Edison victo-
W over John Marshall to send the

ildcats to the OVAC AAAA finals
against Buckeye Local Saturday.

Matt Baﬂeﬁodoubled, singled and
sent & runner home for Edison, while
Joe Rose singled home a run and
Halligan bad a single for two RBIs,

T-L Phoio

DIVING to make a catch is Shadyside outfielder Trent Ging during Monday's OVAG Class A semifinal gama against
Linsly at Perkins Field in Brookside. The Cadets advahced to the title game against St. John's with a 10-1 victory

* Halt Shadyside bid,
face St. John Central

By GREG HARKNESS
Times Leader Sports Writer

Linsly advanced to the OVAC Class
A championship tilt with a 10-1 victory
over Shadyside Monday night at Perkins
Field in Brookside.

The Cadets will now move into
Saturday’s championship game against
St. John' Central which is scheduled for
an 11 a.m. first pitch. The victory also
gave Linsly its 20th victory on the sea-

son — the eighth time in school history.

“The kids really wanted this victory,”
Linsly head coach Gary Sprauge said.
“There was some talk about the 20th
victory, but more importantly we knew
if we won 20 it gave us a chance for 21
and an OVAC title,

“We have some nice power with
(Dan) Buchwach and (Dan) Stephens,
but we do a lot of little things that help
you win games,” Sprauge added. “We
are able to put down a sacrifice bunt and
move runners over when we need to.”

The Cadet power was a big factor in
the victory with Stephens and Buchwach
each launching home runs. Stephens

Linsly earns spot in OVAC 1-A final

iy ot o
‘blast was a grand slam which:>gives him
-the school’s all-time RBI record,

Not to be lost in the shilffle is the
effort righthander Ryan Saari put forth
.on the mound. The senior tossed a com-
plete-game two-hitter with five strike-
outs and five walks, .

Saari also received some solid
defense behind him from his Cadet
teammates. ]

“Our defense hasn’t always been
solid behind Ryan this season, but
tonight we made a couple of nice plays
behind him to help him out.”

See, LINSLY, Page 4B




ABOVE: Bellaire sanior
Frankie Hibbitts leads off first
base after a pitch as Harrison
Central first baseman Beau
Burger looks on, The Huskles
eamed a hard-fought 4-3 vic-

tory.

AT LEFT: St. John Central's
Joey Vavra dives back to first
base to beat an attempted
pick-off as Linsly's Dan
Stephens ﬁrepares to apply
the tag: The -irish rallied to
capture the OVAC Class A
Championship by defeating
the Cadets.

T-L Photos/
PAULA GINTHER




FB%’SI%WN-RINE ‘
_ For The News-Register
Good habifs are hard to braak.

An opportunistic, Bellaire St. |

John's team scored six runs in the
bottom of the fifth Saturday. to come
from behind and beat Linsly, §-4,in

the Ohio  Valley Athletic
Conference’s Class A ¢ jonship
ame at Vaccaro Field in
teubenville,

It was the fourth consecutive
OVAC small-school title for Coach
Tom Sliva’s Fighting Irish (22-4)
and went a long way toward easing
the dis ﬁoiutmc.nt of Iast week's
loss to '11-? apd in the Ohio. Division
IV District finals,

“This is a big win for our club,”
beamed Sliva. “t’s a fitting end to a

' t season,
“Linsly has an ocutstanding
_gram and we have a lot of respect for

them, It's big for our kids to get a
win over a team like Linsly.”

The Cadets {19-7), who had split
the regular-season series wimﬂ%&
John's, certainly didn't make it easy
for the Irish as Coach Gary

. Sprague’s veteran club came out of

 the chute with all guns blazing,

Jon Kurtz led olf the game with.a
double, was sacrificed to third and
:scored on a wild pitch, Dan
. Buchwach then reached on an error
rand came sprinting home when Dan
Stephens followed with a long dou-
bleto deep loft-Center,
© When

8 seni
jSwr.ﬁ;“?‘hfhllgr"m Saari

nsly hurler Ryan greeted
Swift with an RBI ﬁoubla to left b,
with: runners on second and
mﬁ bmi?h down and got out.

'with no further damage via a
striknc%ut and infield p ,

The breaking ball specialist
the hard-hitting Cadets .off mkg
rest of the day, allowing just one run
on flve hits over the final'six innings.

St. John's chipped away at
hard-throwing Saari -~ who has
signed pitch colleglately at Otterbein
— With singie runs in'the third and
fourth,

Trailing 3-2 heading into the fifth,
maost of the Irish hitters were gettin
their third look at the Linsly ace ang
liked what they saw,

With one out, Eric Taylor singled

g

2

force Linsly's Geo _
Vaccaro Field, The Irish
and Swift brought the senior center-

flelder steam
mn b ripgjlgi:gdoubhto-
Wl‘l(llc - gfoﬂowed asin-
gle that Swift with the go-
ahead run and, after David \

was hit by a pitch, Mark Hactlish

reached on an infield error to load the
bases with just one out.
o s B i
irst 5¢ . ing it 5-

and leaving runners on second and
third with two out. Number nine hit-
ter Mait Nardo then rocketed a dou-

ble to right that scored both runaers

and came home himself on an RBI
sin%I: off the bat of Joey Vavra for
an §-3 lead.

That was more than enough cush-

- OVAC BASEBALL FINALS

Bellaire St. John’s Rallies Past Cadets, 8-

Fighting Irish claim fourth straight small-school title

Belisire St. John's second baseman Mark
Korsalck

af second base during
the Cadets, 8-4, ts cislm-

——

MR Pha/Ar Linga
Harthich takes the throw frem third baseman Matt Nardo (1

s OVAC Claas A : g 9%t
fourth straight OVAC title.

vn9d

2

[T
“I think that showed what this rewm?
is mado of.”
Swift finished with 10 -strik
and five walks in 634 ‘intling
work biit the Irish’s offensive pro-
ductiont. was truly a team effo?ﬁ%
cvery one of Betlaire St, John's
starters contributed at least one hit or
RBL oo i
Josh Shutter led the way wih wﬁa
singles while Hartlieb and %}I
Shutler also cracked out dou
Nardo, who had the cluich two-gu
double in the fifth, reached -bm:l@
four times, 120"
For Linsly, Kurtz hud & singlesand
a double while Buchwach chippesbin:

‘with @ pair of singles and Korshicis

also reached ball all four times. mun
' 8ifle



