
Bo~9ck, Dunnigan_captur~
19
pVAC titles 

• Zari:esville boys, Ferry girls capture overall team crowns 
,; 

ByCALPOKAS 

BYESVILLE -- Like a pair of thor
oughbreds going postward as the fa
vorites, Cambridge sophomore 
Ashley Dunigan and Buckeye Local 
junior Ben Bol9ck lived up to their 
billing in th~ annual Ohio Valley 
Athletic Conference cross country 
championships--at nearby Meadow
brook High School Saturday. 

Dunigan/ the defending girls' 
champion, . made it two straight 
with a convincing victory, while 
Balock, the highest returning finish
er from last year's meet when he 
placed sixth, w_as an equally im
pressive victor over a well-groomed 
course that was a bit soft in the ear
ly morning from Friday night's 
rains. 

Zanesville, making Its confer
ence debut under new head coach 
Herb Fitzer, won the boys' overall 
title, while Martins Ferry High' s 
girls ended a,Qtree-year Barnesville 
reign as the girls' overall titlist. 

Division team champions in the 
boys' division are Zanesville, 4-A, 
Harrison Central, 3-A, Caldwell, 2-
A and Shadyside, I-A. Shadyside 
entered the meet as the defending 
overall champion, but had to settle 
for third overall behind Zanesville 
and Caldwell. 

Division team champions in the 
~iris' division arc John Marshall, 4-
". Martins Ferry, 3-A, Barnesville, 
2-A and Shadyside, 1-A. 

Barnesville finished fifth overall 
in girls' team scoring. Ferry had a 
comfortable margin over second
place Shadyside, which finished 
well ahead of third-place John Mar
shall. 

Veteran Martins Ferry coach Joe 
Ellis was pleased with his girls' 
performances. 

"! sent our girls in expecting 
them to challenge for the overall 

team," Ellis said. "We knew that 
Shadyside and Barnesville are very 
good, but all of our girls experi
enced their best day. I'm very 
pleased," 

Spearheading the Ferry victory 
were the performances of junior 
Mandy Bruney, senior Heather 
Stewart and sophomore Katrina 
Jones who finished second through 
fourth, respectively. Senior Sarah 
Ellis finished 11th. 
, "I hnve a good group of girls," 

Eilis beamed. "I get them together 
at the start of practice and tell them 
what we have to do. I could proba
bly leave because I have enough 
faith that they would do it. Our two 
seniors (Ellis and Stewart) and ju
nior co-captain Mandy (Bruney) 
know how to keep a team together." 

Eilis said he hopes that this is the 
start of the peaking process for his 
team. "We'll continue to work hard 
through the district and then start to 
taper off. I hope that they will fulfill 
their potential." 

The overall title was the first
ever for Ferry High, which had won 
three division titles previously. 

Fitzer made his return to head 
coaching a successful one. "It was 
nice to come back and win," said 
Fitzer, who produced five av AC 
track championship teams and four 
OVA<: cross country title teams 
while ut Meadowbrook High. 

Zanesville produced third 
through fifth-place finishers to car
ry the Blue Devils to the overall ti
tle. 

Balock and Dunigan continued 
their unbeaten status this season and 
they did so with opposite strategies. 

The Buckeye Local junior said 
he wanted to "pick it up" after the 
first mile and a half and was content 
to stay on the heels of early leader 
Eric Davy of Zanesville who even
tually faded to fifth place, 

II OVAC RESULTS~ 
·eovs 

(Top 1 sr ..... OvfflJQ 
1. Zanasvie, 62; 2. ~ 124; 3, S/.adv51de, 156; 4.Bu::li:
ey, local, 174; 5. Eas1 lM!fpool, 176; 6. lloo>esviia, 197; 7 
'Mleeling PMk, 211; a. Hanisoo Cardral, 219; 9. Martm Hlr• 
'ry, 222; 10. Weir, 265~11. Brcme. 283; 12. St John, 336; 13. 
-., 348; "· MeaoowbnJok, 372; 1S lJi1lon ""8! 396. 

C1au 4-A Tum Scoring 
1. ZooeovOa, 62; 2. Bockeye ""8! 174; l Eas1 Uva!]oo1, 
176; 4. - PaJt, 211; 5. We,, 265; 6. Brooke, 282; 7. 
John-· 415: 6. Edlsoo, 421; 9. Cantoog,, 43110. 
S!etbenvl&, 619. 

Cllu 3-A Team Scomg 
1, Harrison Ctmlral, 219; 2. Martins Feny, 222; 3. BeBalm, 
341!; 4. Meadawb10ok, 372; 5. Union Local, 396; 6. St. 
- '34: 7. Oak Glen, 499. 

Clw 2•ATBIIT1 Scottng . 
1. Caklwel~ 124; 2. Bamesvtl!e, 197; 3. Wheeling Central, 
429: 4. Mornoo Cef11raJ, frn. 

Clau 1•AJ,am Scoring 
1. ShB<fysjde, 16'; 2 St John. 336; 3 Li,;/f, 594; 4. !,shop 
0on .... , 775. 

Top20AII-OVAC 
1. Ben Bolock (Bl): 16:3L80; 2. CMs Perun (Barnes), 
16:41.60; 3. Adam Brookover (Zam~s), 16:50.20; 4. Kyle 
llrooi<o'ror (Zane,), 16:54.00; 5. &,; Davy (Zane,), 16:56.40: 
6. Ryan &nth i&tm), 16;5670; 7. Mark Mooqom!<y {EL), 
1609.80: 8. Ryan Larrl:k (ca!d), 17:15.50; 8. Cor,y Ne~ 
(JM), 17:19.BO; 10. Todd Casey (Me...,), 1728.70; 11, Matt 
McConne/1 (Ca~, 1717.20; 12. And,ow Lawis (Slll!dys), 
1729.00; 13. John Tierney (M~17:3230; 14. Jed Petta 
(Bel), 17'1.1.50; 15. Kik Aolh I , 17'34.1_0: 16 Tmis Tay, 
kr (Barnes), 1737.60; 17, Matt (Hwriscr, C), 17;38.70; 
18. Jos'1 Padtz (Z,r,es), 17:4280: 19. IJaviJ Jack (Shadys). 
17:44.00: 20. Ouslll _, (Bt), 17:53.00. 

CUSS 4-A TO!' 10 
1. Ben Bo!ock (Bl), 1601.90: 2. Adam Brookover (Zanes), 
16.0.20; 3. Kyla il<oowi,, (Z>,e,), 16:54.00: 4. &;; Oav, 
(Zanes) 18:56.4~ 5. Ryan &nth (&tm), 16:56.70; 6. Mari< 
""'- (BJ. 16;,)JlO; 7. Cor,y Neal (JM), 1729.00; 6. 
Josh Pae!tz (Zanes), 17:42.60; 9. Dllstin Meeker 
(8l)17£l.60; 10. JMn Bcrke IWPI, 17:54.00. 

CUSS ~A TOP 10 
1. Todd Casey {Meo:low); 1726.70; 2 John Tumey~ 
17:32.30; 3. Jed Perko (8ell), 17.:33.50; 4. 1W: Roth , 
17'34.10; 5. Matt Kild- CJ, 17;38.70: 5. .wi1 
son (Oak Glen), 16"5,50b· 6. Draw Tomr {St CJ, 18:12.90: . 
Fronk Wiley (Harrison ), 18:13.20; 9. Matt Wise (Be.Jij, 
18:2◄ .00; 10. Matt Abel (lA.J, 18:26.50. 

C1.ASS 2·A TOP 10 
t Chris Perun (Bam&st, 16:41.60; 2 .. Ryan lBrrlcio; (Ca!d), 
17:1550; l Matt McCrmelJ ICald), 1717.20; 4. Travis T')io, 
iBemas), 17;37.60; 5. David Hesson (Cald), 17:55.30; 6. 
Bryan iilton /Cald), 18:29.50; 7. Ben Fisher (Barnes), 
16:37.70; 8. Brian HIii (Ce!d), 16:40.50; 9. Derek Aller 
(Barnes), 16:4150; 10; Chris Smp'ms (\\Ilg. C), 16:56.90 

C~1-ATOP10 
1. - lfi!s (Sholys): 1729.00; 2 DMl Jack (Shadvs), 
17:44.00; 3. Dane Al,r/oo (Shad)>/, 17:56.90; 4. Eddi, s.;. 
gus (St J), 18:0200; 5. Zac SliO Sl J), 16:12.70; 6, Mart 
MllYBf (SL J), 18:39.90; 7, Thomas Bratu11teln (Shadvs), 
18:42.10; B. Bobby ~mes (Camaron), 18:48.60; 9. Wi~ie 
Tallert (Shad)>), 16~1.10; 10. Donall Wood {Cam!ml),"' 

llmeav,;Jwle. 
GIRLS 

(Top 15 Team, Overal) 
1 .. ~ F~, SO: 2. ~dysfde, 105~3. J.ohn Marshall, 
14--4, 4. WheellllQ Pffk, 172, 5. 'Bamesvie, 180, 6. East Livaf. 
pro, 18'!: 7. -. 194; 6. -.. 208; 9. Cak!wel1, 221: 
10. St John, 262: 11. -· 263; 12 Mag,oia. 276: 
13. Zanesville, 321; 14. Sl Clamlle, 329; 15. L<oly. 356. 

CUSS 4-A TEAii SCOAlNO 
1. J,rn M""1al, 144; 2 v.toela'] P&I, 172; 3. Eas1 Uva,. 
pro, 18'!;4. -- 194;5. Zanes,ile, 321; 6. !<.<lsye lo
cal. 404. 

CLASS:,.,\ TEAii SCO!l!NG 
1. Man1ro Ferry, 50; 2. """"· 206; 3 Me.-001, 263: 4. 

. M.q,oie. 276; 5. St Clamile, 329; 6. Tyler Coosoldaled, 
389: 7. Oak Glen,«7: a. 1-brlson Central, 472 

CUSS 2·A 1'EAII SCORING 
1. Barnesville. 1 BO; Celdwel, 221; 1 Wheellnq Central, 47 ◄. 

CLASS 1-A TEAii SCORING 
1. Shadysl;ie, 105: 2 St-· 262; 3. lmly, 356. 

TOP 20 ALL-OVAC 
1. Ashloy ou,;,,., (Cami), 1928.70; 2 MBOOf llMey (MF), 
20.il2.30; 3. Healher Slewat1 (M~. 20:11.BO: 4. Ka!ma Joros 
(M~. 20:1'.00; 5. Aact-oel Miler (Baoos). 20:30.20; 6. Jen. 
nle Cas1le (Bameo), 20:43.10; 7. S\acy Sada (JM), 20:57.20; 
B. Jui& Ha;iy (Bl), 21:00.70; 9. t-&kl Moore (WP}, 21:04.30: 
10. Jessica"'""'° (Shady,), 21:1'.10: 11. Sarah Eis (MF). 
21:15.70; 12.1\lii!rey BrrMn (S!ladys), 21:1020; 13. CryS1al 
Goldsmith (Zanes), 21:28.00; 14. Defllse Phillips iMag), 
21:29.0J: 15. loQhAnn Wroman (Bel). 21:46.00: 16. Errma 
Archer (Mag), 21:47.20; 17, Ashley Holanka (Shady&), 
21:50.70: 1a Araaa Lawis (Shad)>), 22ro.1~ 19. Palooa 
Sml<h (EL), 22177.40; 20. Ashley llMio (Bei), 221220. 

CLASS 4-A TOP 10 
1. Ashoy ll<Jnigan (Cambi. 1929.70; 2. Slacy Sada (JMI, 
20:57.20: 3. J,. Ha;,y (Bll, 21 mm:,. ~-- -. (IIPJ, 
21:!l4.30; 5. CryS1al-,. (Z,r,es), 212800; a Pauiio 
Sml<h (BJ, 22:07.40; 7. - Ho!Jght l&tm), 22:19.40; 8 
Allison Younkins (WP), 22:22.30; 9. Chrissy Richey (El), 
22:23 OJ: 1 o. T""1y s.,,l« (Broo<a), 2221.10. 

CLASS3-ATOP1a • 
1. Mandy Bnmey (MFl, 10"230; 2. Healhe, S1awan (M~. 
20:11.80; 3. Katrina Jones (MF), 20:14.00; 4. Sarah Ellis 
(MF). 21:15.70; 5. Derise P1<lips !Mao). 2129.BO: 6. Lalgh 
Ann Wotxrnan (Ben), 21:46.00; 7. Emma Archer (Mag), 
21:47.40; 8. Ashley Davollo (Bell), 22:12.20; 9. Somer 
Wlllam, It.le...,), 22'1.100: 10. Tittany Gnmm lhl"" Cl, 
22:36.90. 

CLASS2-ATOP1Q 
1. Aathael !,Wier (Barnes), 20:36.20; 2. Jennie Cas!le 
m-1, 2043.6; 3. Trtlany Fogle (Cald), 22:15.20; 4. CM/ 
;,,,, (1,broe CJ, 22 41.60; 5. LesiB Cil1 (B.-ne,), 23"1 30; 
6. ~"" _, (Cald), 23il9.00: - Sc/'oeppne, (Ca~. 
23:10.70; 8. Angla~ (B'""'), 23:1600; 9. Ky1e Scholl 
(Cald), 23;38.00; 10. Kris""1 Sml<h {Weis), 24:1240. 

CLASS 1·A TOP 10 
1. Jassica Melarlko !Shadys), 21:14.10; 2. 'NhHney Brown 
IS~). 21:18.20;3. ~ Holria (Shadvs), 21.0.70;4. 
"""'L,wis {Shad)>). 22fil.10; 5. --(Sl ~-
22:17-80; 6. Stephan/a McGary (Cameron), 22:39.30; 7. 
M~an ~elfez (St J), 22:51,60; a. Na~ Kozel (SL J), 
23"3.60, ,. Slacy Ebal1a (Sho:ly,), 2329 50, 10. D>1ie!e SI<· 
ll!rlS (St~- 23,45.20 

Balock said he ran the same 
course last week in 'the Meudow
brook Invitational and decided that 
he wanted someone else to lead the 
first half of the race. 

"I got used to the course last 
week and I felt I would like to be in 
position to take off after the first 
mile nod a half," added Balock, 
who was also a lop 20 finisher (All
OV AC) as a freshman before last 
year's sixth-place effort. "The 
course was a little damp and you 
could feel your feet sink in the soft 
ground. I would have liked_ a better 
time, but I just concentrated on win
ning." 

Balock toured the 3. !-mile 
course In. 16:31.9 and finished 
about IO seconds ahead of Bar
nesville sophomore Chris Perun, 
who finished about IO seconds 
ahead of the first of the three 
Zanesville runners who were next 
in line. 

Buckeye Local coach Pete Frye 
was pleased with the performance 
of his standout. "Ben's a good kid 
nod I know today's race meant a lot 
for him. This was his first real 
chance at a major championship. 
He was focused in going out and 
running a good second mile and 
taking it from there. I could see it in 
his eyes that he would not be de
nied." 

The boys' varsity race attracted a 
highly-competitive field of 185 
runners. -. 

The diminutive Dunigan had her 
own idea on how she would run in 
the conference meet. 

"I wanted to take command early 
and let them chase me," she noted. 
"That's better than me chasing 
them." 

Dunigan felt confident that she 
had the race under control al about 
the half-way mark. 

"I could sort of see from the side 

of my eye that I had a pretty good 
lead." said Dunigan, who also test
ed the course a week ago in tl1e in
vitational. "ll was a different kind 
of day. It was more stressful than a 
wet-k ago, and the soft ground made 
my legs cramp up a bit." • 

Dunigan fashioned a time of 
19:28.7, to finish several hundred 
meters ahead of Bruney who •·anic 
on strong in the second half of the 
race to gamer runnerup honors with 
a 20:02.3 clocking. 

Ferry teammates Stewart and 
Jones finished in the next two spots 
with 20: 11.8 and 20: 14.0 clock
ings, respectively. 

Leading Mark Brown's Lady 
Shamrocks to another division title 
were Rachael Miller who was fifth 
in 20:36.2. while teammate Jennie 
Castle was next ut 20:43. J. 

Two other runners from the im
mediate Eastern Ohio area posted 
top 10 finishes. Buckeye Local's 
Julie Hajny was eighth in 21 :00. 7 
and Shadyside's Jessica Melanko 
was 10th in 21:14.1. 

The girls' varsity race drew n 
field of 152 runners. 

New Shadyside head coach Joel 
Joseph experienced a double victo
ry with his kids, having taken over 
the Tiger program that his mother, 
Donna, had built up over the years. 

While the Lady Tigers were run
nersup overall, the Shadyside boys 
were third overall in addition to 
winning their respective division ti
tles. 

"I was excited for our seniors," 
said Joseph. "I don't feel the kids 
are satisfied. There are still some 
goals to be achieved. I'm just glad 
to be a part of it, but what they 
achieved in the conference meet is 
something they should•relish and 
enjoy. They are the ones who put 
the lime and effort into it" 

T•L Photo/Puala Ginther 
BUCKEYE LOCAL'S Ben Balock approaches the finish line at the 
OVAC cross country meet Saturday. Balock was a decisive winner 
as he toured the course In 16:31 to become the overall champion. 
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T:atented field primed for OVAC CC mee~ 
• J ' 

Meadowbrook to host annual event Saturday 
BY SETH STASKEY 
T~ Leader Sports Writer 

, ' Tlie cross country season has 
reached its midway point, and that 
mea11.s the Ohio Valley Athletic 
Conference will crown its new 
champions. 

Tills year's event will be held 
Safotday at Meadowbrook High 
School. 

The site switch Is the first of two 
chiµiges in the meet as last year's 
conference event was held at 
Breoke High School. The other 
chll.llge is in classifications. 1999 
wl!! ·see all four classes crown its 
own champion, unlike last year 
when•>\ and AA ran together. 

Last season's six classes saw 
four different schools capture titles. 

l\t'AA was the only group to 

., BENBOLOCK 

MATT ABEL 

have a separate boys' and girls' 
champion as Shadyside's boys, 
which won the overall title, and 
Barnesville's girls took home hon
ors, also winning the overall title. 

Class AAA was a sea of Purple 
as Martins Ferry was crowned 
champion In both the boys and 
girls, while 4-A heard Panther 
growlings as in Buckeye Local, 
which won both the boys' and girls' 
hardware. 

Action wiJI get under way Satur
day at JO a.m. with the boys' varsi
ty race, which will then be followed 
by the girls' team race. 

All runners will be placed Into 
the same field, and then divided up 
by class, with the top IO in each 
class earning awards and the top 20 
overall being named all-OV AC 
Cross Country. 

JESSICA MELANKO 

·.,.~·.,,. . . -. ' -i ·:- I 

I 
MANDY BRUNEY 

The single A class will consist of 
Bishop Donahue, St John's, Shady
side, Linsly, Cameron, and Mt. 
DeChantal (girls only). 

Class AA is made up of Bar
nesville, Caldwell, Wheeling Cen
tral, Monroe Central. 

Class AAA will be the meet's 
biggest class with 12 schools all 
running in search of the OV AC 
banner. Included in the 12 will be 
these schools: Bellaire, Martins Fer
ry, Tyler Consolidated, Magnolia, 
Union Local, Harrison Central, In
dian Creek, St. Clairsville, Mead
owbrook, Oak Glen and Beaver Lo
cal. 

Class 4-A will be the other class 
in the meet along with AAA to have 
every school in its division entered. 
Those schools consist of Buckeye 
Local, Cambridge, Weirton, 
Steubenville, Edison, East Liver
pool, Zanesville, Brooke, John Mar
shall and Wheeling Park. 

The overall winner of the girls' 
race returns, while the highest fin
isher on the boys' side is the third
place runner from a year ago. 

The female is Cambridge's super 
sophomore Ashley Dunnigan, while 
the male is Buckeye Local junior 
Ben Boiock. 

Both Boiock and Dunnigan will 
carry undefeated records to the 
OVAC field. 

"The OV AC is very competitive 
and we try to run at our highest lev
el. I hope to run a better time than I 
did the previous week," Bolock 
commented. 

On the boys' side some of the 
big talent to watch along with 
Bolock will be Union Local's Matt 
Abel; Shadyside's Andrew Lewis, 
David Jack, and Dane Runyon; Bel
iaire' s Jed Perko; Barnesville's 
Chris Perun, Travis Taylor, and 
Ben Fisher; St Clairsville's Cody 

Creamer; Martins Ferry's John 
Tierney, Kirk Roth and Derek Suto; 
St John's Zac Suto and Eddie Sar
gus; and Buckeye's Dustin Meeker. 

The boys' team races will all be 
highly competitive. 

In single A, Shadyside appears 
strong and will receive a challenge 
from St John's and Linsly. 

"We are really looking forward 
to the challenge. In the past, we 
have been consistently been in the 
top 10 overall; however, this is a 
rebuilding year and the kids, are in
experienced," Irish boss Dennis 
Delbert remarked. 

Barnesville and Caldwell appear 
to be the favorites in AA boys' 
event 

"We will have strong competi
tion from Caldwell. We are getting 
our number three back this week, so 
that will help us," veteran boss 
Mark Brown said. 

Class AAA might be one of the 
most entertaining races. • 

Joining the Purple Riders, will 
be Harrison Central and Meadow
brook. Ali three schools have en
joyed success early on in '99. 

"I really think we have a chance 
to defend our title Saturday. We are 
going to let the kids peak. We train 
through races to focus on the 
OV AC," Ferry mentor Joe Ellis 
said. 

The Huskies' strong unit looms 
as one of the biggest threats to Fer
ry's title hopes. 

Class 4-A sees Buckeye Local 
again looking for the banner, but 
Brooke, Wheeling Park, and 
Zanesville will all line up strong 
units at the starting line this week
end. 

The girls' field is well stocked 
with talent The race for the top 20 
spots will be heated and furious. 
Four of the tOJ.l five from a year ago 
will be returning. 

r CW 
Joining Dunnigan in the solid fe

male field will be: Jennie Castle, 
Ruthie Morgan and Rachael Miller 
of Barnesville; Cara DePalma and 
Sarah Lucarelli of St. Clairsville; 
Jessica Melanko, Andrea Lewis and 
Whitney Brown of Shadyside; 
Mandy Bruney, Heather Stewart. 
Katrina Jones and Sarah Eilis of 
Martins Ferry; Ashley Davolio and 
Marrisa Vaglienti of Bellaire; Be
linda Ronevich of St. John's; and 
Julie Hajny of Buckeye Local. 

The Class A team race should be 
exciting. Shadyside appears to be 
one of the meet's favorites. 

The Lady Tigers have pocketed 
hardware already this season at 
Meadowbrook and Newcomerstown 
and were runners-up at Park. 

The Class AA race will once 
again this year feature Barnesville. 
The Shamrocks pocketed the over
an title a year ago in this meet and 
also captured the last three OV AC 
overall crowns . 

The Lady Shamrocks have had a 
strong showing this fall already at 
Watkins Memorial, which featured 
some stiff competition. 

"In AA I think we should be 
right in there. I really think we have 
an excellent chance to win our 
class. In the overall, I really expect 
Shadyside and Martins Ferry to be 
right up there and there are some 
West Virginia schools, which we do 
not know a lot about," Brown said. 

• 
Class 3-A could be a sea of Pur

ple. The Lady Riders will look, for 
the repeat and have the same nucle
us back from a year ago. 

"I am really hoping that every
one is healthy. If everyone is 
healthy and we are focused 'we 
should be all right. Our fifth 'and 
sixth girls will be the key to-our 
success. Our top four have really 
proven that they are tough conijleli
tors. AJI six of our girls will starld at 
the line and give it their best," Ellis 
said. 1 

" I told the girls just keep dbing 
what they are doing. It is a real 
good group of girls." , '· 

Bellaire will take a solid team to 
Guernsey County this weekend.and 
could also push for the team title: 

'The girls are working real hard. 
We have a few injuries, but we-will 
have six at the line. We are coming 
along. We did well Saturday_(at 
Meadowbrook) and our goal is top 
two," Big Reds' coach Chris Arno 
said.· ,, · 

St. Clairsville is yet another 
squad with high hopes entering~this 
weekend. " 

OVAC MEET SIDELIGB1'S 
• The price of admission is set at 

$3 for adults and $2 for students, 
• The junior high will also be 

contested this season unlike in, the 
past . ; 

• The course will be a 3.1 mile 
jaunt and the junior high will IJWn 
on a two-mile terrain. . • 

• Russ Spence is serving as nieet 
director. Spence serves as the·ath
ietic director for the Colts.: The 
OV AC cross country committee is 
composed of Carl R. BowimuJ;co
chairperson; Donna Joseph, co
chairperson; Brenda Buffington of 
Linsly school; David Evans of 
Cameron, Herb Fitzer of Zanesville; 
Dugan Hill of Caldwell: and Denise 
Miller of Oak Glen. 

• Next season's OVAC meet v.iil 
be contested on Sept. 23, with 
200 I running on Sept 22 and '02 
Sept 2 I will be the date. 



OVACCC 

9 - 30 - 9 9 T-L Photo/CAL POKAS 
EARNING all-OVAC honors for finishing in the top 20 among the 185 runners who competed In the 
annual Ohio Valley Athletic Conference cross country championships are these runners. Front row, 
from left, are champion Ben Balock of Buckeye Local, runnerup Chris Perun of Barnesville Adam 
Brookover of Zanesville (3rd), Kyle Brookover of Zanesville (4th), Eric Davy of Zanesvllle (5th), and 
Ryan Smith of Brooke (6th). Second row, are Mark Montgomery of East Liverpool (7th), Ryan Lar
rick of Caldwell (8th), Corey Neal of John Marshall (9th) Todd Casey of Meadowbrook (10th), Matt 
McConnell of Caldwell (11th), Andrew Lewis of Shadyside (12th) and John Tierney of Martins Ferry 
(13th). Back row, are µed Perko of Bellaire (14th), Kirk Roth of Martins Ferry (15th), Travis Taylor of 
Bamesvllle (16th), Matt Kidd of Harrison Central (17th), Josh Paeltz of Zanesvllle (18th), David Jack 
of Shadyside (19th) and Dustin Meeker of Buckeye Local (20th). Each of the honorees will receive a 
specially-engraved certificate. . 

AII-OVAC CC 

/ 0 - .3 - 99 H. Pholo/CAL POKAS 

EARNING all-conference laurels at the recent Ohio Valley Athletic Conference cross country cham
pionships were these 17 runners. They and three others who also finished In the top 20 from a field 
of nearly 160 will receive specially-engraved certificates. Front row, from left, are champion Ashley 
Dunigan of Cambridge, runnerup Mandy Bruney of Martins Ferry, Heather Stewart of Ferry (3rd), 
Katrina Jones of Ferry (4th), Stacy Sada of John Marshall (7th), Julie Ha]ny of Buckeye Local (8th) 
and Nikki Moore of Wheeling Park (9th). Second row, are Jessica Melanko of Shadyside (10th), 
Sarah Ellis of Ferry (11th), Whitney Brown of Shadyside (12), Crystal Goldsmith of Zanesvllle 
(13th), Denise Phllllps of Magnolia (14th) and Leigh Ann Workman of Bellaire (15th). Back row, are 
Emma Archer of Magnolia (16th}, Andrea Lewis of Shadyside (17th), Patricia Smith of East Liver
pool (19th) and Ashley Davollo of Bellaire (20th). Unavailable for the photo were Rachael Miller 
(5th) and Jennie Castle (6th), both of Barnesville, and Ashley Helenka (17th) of Shadyside. 



OVAC Titlists 

T-L Pho!OICAL POKAS 
REIGNING as queen and king of cross country In the Ohio va:ley Athletic Conference are Individual champlonlocs Ash

1 
IAey Dphuno-• brld d Ben Bolock of Buckeye a • so 

~rif gi:Rgan g!o~ the tltle for a second straight year ,d '4~~ 
Bol~k, a junior, won after placing sixth a year aio j c!t In earning all-conference honors as a freshman when e P a 
the top 20 overall. 

' 
OfAC Cross Country 

OVAC Champions 

T·L Photo/CAL POKAS THE SHADYSIDE boys' team was the 1-A Division champion In the Ohio Valley Athletic Conference cross country championships held recently at Meadowbrook High School, Byesville. The team also placed third overall. In the first row are WIiiie Talbert and Chris Kaplan while standing are coach Joel Joseph, BIiiy Cash, Aridrew Lewis and David Jack. Other team members, not present when the photo was taken, are Dan Runyon, Adam Falzl and Thomas Broedsteln. 

i • 
T•l Pho!OJl'AULA GINTHER MARTINS FERRY Junior standout Mandy Bruney approaches the finish line during Saturday's OVAC Cross Country Championship at Byesville. Bruney finished second ovel'l!II and helped the Lady Riders earn the overall team tltle, In addition, to defending the team's 3-A title. See story page SB. 


