It Was Miller Time For \%%

Mountaineers Rally

From 14-0

By BRET GIBSON
News-Heglster Sports Wriler
hn(:lhiu. welcome 10 the Art Mifler
W,

Mtlier, Weir Hifh &ll-stater,
rushed 22 for 126 yords and
three second-half touchdowns 1o lead
West Virginia 1o g stunning 19.14
cnmehacE win over Ohio Sunday
night in the 23rd annual Rud
Mumiey OVAC All-Stgr Fuotbnf](
Classic &t jam-packed Wheeling
Island Stadiim,

. *'Our offense Is deslgned to take
what the defense gives us,” sald
West Virglnia Coach P.X_ Poling.
"'The cutback and the Jead plays
were all working out In the second

X

hatr, When you Rave o nnning back
like Miller, you would be a fool not
to et the ball in h'ls hands.
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. The Mountain State coaches seq
out 1o prove they were gm’ng to get it
inthe's-11 2 0-pounder®s hands
from the bepinning of the game. In
West Vicginia's l%m drive, Miller
eamivd the ball seven thmes and ran
32‘ynrds with i1,

" "'l was prepared for this Bome
because the coaches said | was poin
lo get my chance ta rup iL."" Milter
£nf “Ngm to run the ball aaly twice
In the Norh-South Bame, so0'l used
this game fo shine.**

A?lhuugh the Red Rider 1ailback
carted por his yards enrly, West
Virginia had 1o punt afterits firgg
drive spultered,

Led hi’Stwbcnvillc Central quart-
erback Mike Orlando, the Ol
sfquad drove the ball down o the
West Virginia 49-yard line. But afier
Orlando was sacked twice, the
Buckeyes had to punt 25 well.

Linsly's Jamie Yousser mishan-
died the kick and Ohlo was barck In
business, at the Maountaineer 19,

artins Ferry tailback Mikale Ruhg
took a fourth-and-gne handoff |
Yards around right end 1o scome the
eveniog's first touchdown, On its
third series, Ohio marched down the
Island field agaln with 5 Scott Coyne
fake punt run of 5 yards that gave the
Buckeyes new Jife!

Rob{’ capped the 64-vanrd scoring
march by leaping ista the eng one
from uncgnrd oul. Purple Rider
leammate Chad Martin togk an e

around 1o the right side to comnlete

. thatinaba
13,

Deficit
the two-palnt conversion and lead at
halftime 14-0.

We knew'we were olright at
halftime,** Poling said. **Qur Kids

didn’t get down an themselves, They
Just sucked it up and jelled togeth-
e

The Mountaineers picked up in
the second half b pouncing on a
kickoff retum frmble o Ohio's 35,

Aided by a lo-{:ud pass from Jeif
Hunt to Chatlje lente, West Vir-
Finln had first-and-goal from the
ive,

A play that was seq up for a half-
back option, Miller instead tucked
the ball away and sheg three Ohig
teckles for West Virginla's first
score :

“It was a pass, but the receiver
was covered,™ Miller said. **It wax
Just a broken piay 50 1 tried 10 Just
ma.lk_'!c sumclh&n of f." et .

ampered by poor feld pos
Hon ancra second half-stingy West
Yirginla defense, the Ohjg squad
never got buck on track and could
not ob & first down In the Iast
half of play.

"M, personally, I feit that | never
EOt going,” Orlando sald, **We kept
shooting ourselves in the Toot, with
penalties and fumbling. You can’ do

Il game. ™

One of thase proverbiat bullets 10
the metatnrsal was 3 Chad Martin
fumble on his own 35. line,

Three plays Inter, Miller ook a
third-and oné handoff over the [eft
tackle apd scampered 26 yards
untouched for his second score of the
night.

West Virginia's aint-after try
was negated after a high spa
center, and the Mountles icafied by
or;_c. 14-13, with over 9 minutees
left.

"*That (the turnover) turned ihe
Ame around,” said Ghio coach Ron
obolish, *'The turnovers cast us

dearly. It was just gne of those
games. '

After a three-and-out serjes by the

Buckeyes, the Mountaln Stats 1eam
was pided again by an Ohig mistake.
'fl‘hils tine In the form of a personal
oul.

Miller, who will be attending
Hrrgrare (Va.) Mﬂllnaryu Acadnmy
In the fall, took the b Six plays
later to score his third TD ll:"mr.n
three Fnrds out to pgive YWent
¥irginla the lead ror oad with
3:!1::Fshowing on the o

“We let At Miller da hig show,"™
sald Pobalish, “We knew he would
£cthis yards, He tumed the notch up
and we touldn't measure up."

Ohlo ended all sgns of a come-
back when an Orlandg pass sajled
over the head of his intended receiv.
Er and into the hands of Wheeling
Park’s Bob Benne,

‘I was mistake after mistoke
after mistake,"™ said the dejected
Pobolish. “We wer Coming out iry-
ing to throw the footbal] We Just
couldn’t gvercome gir mistakes,’
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Welr lltfh's Art Miiler, at lefi, bren
Ing Sun uﬁ'
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ks nwn

Afler'a punt % West Virginig's
ps, Oh

Tom Philt; lo made futjle
altempts to get down [he field from
its awa 2-yard line, byt |p no avajl,
This 3 the biggest win {'ve ever
!‘.E‘E Enl high s;:huol.” Miller snid,
3 play my last pame angd @ out
wlth n wxyu. Tlaved :gr &
NOTES.. . West Virglnia, with ihe
bock.to-back Winain 1993 gng
19594, maorks the first tlme jt hog
achicved the feat siice 1976-
77...0hio stilf leads the seripg 12-
10-1.. . wy quart-erback Jeff Hyp
sulTered a strained
in his ri%hl knee tean: doctors sajd,

1115

ot Clodrsvilje
did not pagtici.
pate In the game because ha suffered
R ligament }:»ull In his knea at -
tice_The 6.1, 250-pounder will have
the kpee scusped befoie he altends
Youngsiown Stare,

from Ohlo’s defense dur-
e srored (hree

night's pame ot Wheeling Stad uri, swhere h
touchdowns as the West Virginl

o All-Stars rlited from a

otk

14-@ hinlit),

Abel, lneg|
Milter.

b

NEWSHECISTER — Wheeling, W.Ve —Mc,

. wmma St

o k \

me deficil to notch a 1914 verdlct

acking standout from of Unlon

i
i
NewsBegister Pralo/fokn Wirkbiac

over Ohio. That's Justin
Local, making n lunge at




NEWS-REGISTER~Yheeling, ¥.Va.—luesaay, AUgUSt L, 1Y¥4

VAN HORNE

on

Sports

By BILL VAN HORNE
News-Rriﬁlstar Sports Editor

The size and enthusizsm of the crowds that have poured into Wheeling
Stadium to see the Ohio and West Virginia Ali-Stars Knock heads in their
annual transpentine rivalry must be tremendously gratifying (o Rudy and
Sam Mumley and their OVAC compatriots responsible for reviving the
series back in 1972, - '

The game has become the greatest annual one-ndght sxﬁm spectacle,
from the standpoint of crowd-size and colot, in the valley, And the last two
contests have produced the kind of football drama’ which should lure the
fans back to the South Island facility in mega numbers,

The al-star game has been a huge financial and artistic success and a just
reward for those wha had the imaginaticn, the energy, and the foresight to
revive it, with a special bow. being due to the Mumleys, Ron Mauck, Bill
Hinegardner, et al. : ) ‘

However, I note that reporting on this year's classic ignored the early his- |
tory of the inter-state series. Let us keep things in perspective, This event :
dates back all the way to 1940 and it was initiated by, of all things, a group |
of S:Fonswriters. o .

he late Bill DeMuth, then sports edltor of the Wheeling :
Intelligencer, was the guy who dreamed it up. I understand that it was |
Howard Voitle, then a Monndsvllle newspaperman, tho mustered much
of the early fingncing. )

The rival teams did not go to camp then. They gathered at area high !
school gridirons for practice sessions. v - !

There was no national letter-of-intent day back then and collegiate !
recruiting was neither as iritense nor as complicated as it is now. So when

" - Chartie Helinski, who had been & great player for Union High School, per-

formed brilliantly in a 13-7 victory for the West Virginia stars, he was :
irnmediately offered a schol-arship by Bill Kern, then head coach at WVU.

West Virginia won again in '41, 7-0, but Ohio, with Lou Grozs as one of
the mainstays, iriumphed in '42, by a 20-7 couqt. As I recail, Gomer Jones |
was one of the Ohio mentors. ‘ .

There was no game the next three summers because athletes were
hardly out of high school before they wefe being hustled off to. World
d\l’ar H, Fact Is, some of them went In the draft before commencément

¥S. | : S

But when the game was revived, after the war, with Bob Roe running the
show, it was decided that players who had been graduated in 1943-44-45
and '46 would be eligible to participate. So those all-star teams of '46 had'|
more great talent (and more maturity) than any others in the long series.

The teams were picked by vote of the fans through ballots printed daily in '’
newspapers around the valley. . |

Roe had the bright idea of bringing in collegiate coaches to direet the
rival teams, Over the next few years, such men as Charlie Caldwell of |
Princeton, Rip Engle of Penn State, Frank Thomas of Alsbama, and Lynn |
"PapPy" ‘Waldaorf of Northwestern were involved. .

In '46, Frank Thomas was coaching Ohio and I recall that he told me the ®
first essential was to have two outstanding tailbacks. He got Johnny Stojack, |
of Steubeaville, and Bill Young, of Martins Ferry, and was very happy with |
them as the Buckeyes won, 26-7,

Thomas wound up taking two of the Ohio players, ex-servicemen Jim

. Franko of Yorkville and Nick Vrotsos of Martins Ferry, back to Tuscaloosa.

Franko became & four-year letterman with the Tide, Vrotsos tore up & knee
but then went out for basketball and became captain of the Tide cagers.

Eventually, Booster organizations on both sides of the river became
involved in the sponsorship and the game continued through '69, although
there was a one-year break in "63. -

After the '6) game, the NCAA Intervened. The Natlonal Collegiate
Athletle Association ruled that players with college scholar-ships could
not participate, unless they represented an approved charity, The
Booster clubs could not get NCAA approval so the game had to be
abandoned.

When the OVAC decided it would try to revive the contast in *72, first
thing executive secretary Sam Mumiey did was get an NCAA sanction. :

Since the revival game in '72, Ohio leads in the serjes; 12-10 and overall
the Buckeyes have n 27-21 edge. But West Virginia has been closing the
28p, with spectacular victories in the last two years, | '

There have been 18 shutouts In the serfes, with 10 credited to the
Mountalneer defenders. Highest point total was the 47 points scored by .
Ohio in 1979 when Tim Spencer ran wild. A few months later, he was
playing in the Rose Bowl.

Highest West Virginia point total was in a 38-20 Mountaineer victory in
*73. Lowest scoring game was in ‘64, when Ohio won on a safety, 2-0.

There have been more close games than runaways. Four games have been
decided by one point and three by two points, including last year’s 34-32
thriller, regarded by many fans as the greatest pulse-pounder in tha rivalrv;



