
NfiWs.RECISTER-\VhedmJ. W.Vl.-Mc. It Was Miller Time For W8 Virginia Sta:r~ Mountaineers Rally 
From 14-0 Deficit 

DJ BRET GIBSON the two-point convasion IUld lead at Neu11--R~Lster Sports Wrfltt halftime 14-0. Ohio, welcome to the Art Miller "We knew'we were 11lrlghf at ,how. 
halftime," Poling said. "Our kill., Miller, Weir High all-stater, didn't get dowo on themselves. fuy nuhed 22 ~ for 126 ynnh and just .1uckcd lt up and jelled togeth· I~ second-half touchdowru to le.,d er.'' Weit Virglala to a stunning 19-14 The Mountaineers picked up io comeback win over Ohio Sunday the second hair by pouncing on a night In the 23rd annual Rudy kicloffrctum rumble at Ohio's 3.5. Mumlcy OVAC All-Star Football Aided by a 10-yard pffl from Jeff Classic kl jam-packed Wheeling Hunt to Charlie Licata, West Vlr-1.s!and Stadium. glnla. had first-and-goal from the _ ·•our offense ls d~lgned lo take five. what the defense glve1 u.1," said A play that w11.1 set up for a half­We.11 Vlrglnle Coach P.K. Poling. back option, Miller in.,tead tucked "The cutback and the lead plays lhe ball away end shed three Ohio were all working out in the second tack.Jes for West Virglnla's flrst half. When you have a run1l/.ng blld: &COre. Ille Miller, you would be a fool not "It was a pass, but the receiver to get the mill in his tmnds.'' W&J covered.' MIiier uld. ''II ~vru Stat1'stJcs just a brolen play so I tried to JUSt make something of IL'' o:wo wv Hnm:rcred by poor Dcld poslJ. Fimd<,nn, 1 11 Uon an a ~nd bnlr-stlngy West Rusl>H-y;srds ?G-,rg '-·11f Virginia defense, lhc Ohio squad ~rnb 11 ts never got back on lrnck and could ~~l..oll 11i1J5

1 :s.p-J not obiRln a nm down In the.last r- 4-J!I 5-33 Iiel!orpLoy. ~'::...~111o t~ ii! "M~ perwnally, I felt that I never -- got gorog," Orlando said, "We kept fltlSl-dffG-..-0~~:~ 1~,u"" shooting oumlvC! In the foot, with 1~.~ 1-i.lHnalw!M i:-1.w.".t fn.Mll1tr peaaltie! and fumbling. You can't do 21·JA6g11~ t:1s. f'attll 4- ll. IQ ll-5- that In a bill! g9JTlC." s~N/i.o4~~UIO~~ lr:.J 2.lJn: One of lho5e proverbial bullet5 to lufrd:ii~to-oh-lo, 811 .,_ HI, c , 1-3,, the metatarsal was a Chad Martin Kunb" 2-lJ. M•rtln •-lt. sm/~ 1".r71. w,.u fumble on hl.1 own 35-verd llne. Vl~~2-~1Jmt1~ Thr~ play_, later Mlller look a 
155 

FIELD ~LS-- third-and-one handoff over the left 
The Mountain Stale coache.1 set ol.lt to prove they wen: goin~ to get it in lhe 5-11 2!0-pounder s hands from the beginning of the game. In West Virginia's fiut drive, Miller ~enkd the ball seven tJmes and nm 321,nros wilh 11. • 'I wru; prep11rc:d for this game because the coache3 said I wn., going to get my chnnce to run 11," Miller said. "I got to run the ball only twice In the N"orth-South game, so I used this game to shine.'' 

Although lhe Red Rider lnllback earned got his yards ea.rly, West Virgluin had to punt after Its first drive sputtered. 
Led by Steubenville Centr.11 quart­erback MlL:e Orlnndo, the Ohio sqund drove the ball down to the West VJrginl:i 49-yan:1 llne. But llfter Orlando was sacked twice, the Buckeves had to punt as well. un:~1y's Jamie Youuef mishan­dled the kick end Ohio was back in business, at the Mountaineer 19. Mmln.~ Ferry tallbad: Mik.ale Roby took a fourth-and-one handoff I 0 yards iirouod right end to score the evening•• first touchdown. On H.s thlnl scrlC:5, Ohio marched down the lshmd field 11galn with 11. Scott Coyne fake punt run of 5 yard! lhBt g11.11?: the Buckeyes new life. 

Roby capped the 64-yan:I scoring marcti by leaping into the end zone from one yard out. Purple Rlder teammate Chad Martin tool an end­nround to rhe ril!ht side to romnlece 

tackle 11.nd scampered 26 yartls untouched for hls second scon: of Uie nlghl 
West Virginia's point-after try/ W115 negated after a hlgh snap from • center, nnd the MountleB 1r111ied by one, 14-13, with over 9 minutees lefL 
"That (the turnover) turned lhe game around," S!lid Ohio conch Ron Pobolish, "The turnovers cost us dearly. JI was just one of those g11mes," 

After a three-end-out series by 1he Buckeyes, the Moanta/n State team wus alded. 11galn by 11:tl Ohlo mlsl:lke. 11115 time In the form of a pen:onel foul. 
Miller, ,,ho will be attending llJirgrn,e (Va.) M111tary Acadnmy In the ran, took the ball .six plays later to score his third TD from three yard.s out to gl,c: Wee( Virginie the lend for good wllh 3:08 shotrlng on the dock. "We let Art M!ller do hls show," said Pobo!Wi. "We knew he would get·hl.1 yanls, He turned the notch up eOO we couldn't measure up." Ohio ended all 1Jgns of a come­back when an Orlando pas.1 sailed over the head of hl..1 inlemkrl receiv­er and into the hands of Wheeling Park's Bob Bennett. 

"It wu mistake 11.fler mi.stake after mistake," said the dejected Pobolish. "We wen: coming out try• Ing to throw !he football. We Just cou/dn ·1 overcome our mlstak.cs.' 
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NN1-il"ibltt f'h,,[O(jwn l'tlntla< 

Weir Jllgh's Art MIiler, at kn, bnnks 1ma:, from Ohio's defe~ dur- M-0 halfflme deficit to notch a 19-14 Terdlcl over Ohio. That', Jwtln 

Ina SundaJ nlglil'.1! game nl \Vhecllng Sludlum, uhe.rc he scored lhree Ahel, lfnebacklng standout from or Union Loral, mnkh1g a lunge Jlt 

second-half lourhdowns as the West Virginia All-Slurs rnJlled from o MIiier. After·a punt by Wcsi \rirglniu;;­Tom Phl/lips, Ohio made futile 11ttempts to get down the field from ll'I own 2-ya.nl llne, but to no avail. "Thl'I ll the biggest win I've ever had In high ~chool," Miller said. "To play my last ,game end go out with a wm, I loved if." 
NOTE.S ... Wc-st Vlf111n1a, wil/1 the back-to-back, win! Ill J 993 and 1994, marks the first lime it has achieved the feat since l 976-77 .. ,Ohio still leads lhe series 12-JO-L.WV quan-erback Jeff Hunt sufTen:d a strained or pt.tiled ligament ln his right knee te11m doctors Mid. Hunt suffered the injury when he wru clobbered efcer frying fo com­plete e screen pass .. .Sr. Clairsvllle tn.ckJe Heatb. Jon:lan did not partici­pate In the game because he suffered a ligament pull In hb knee et pra.c­llcc. 'The 6-1, 250-poonder wllJ have !he knee scoped before he euends Youngstown State. 

ow,, a 1.0. __ u Wa!\lq!oll D.t.7.tl-19 R,..au..t.,. 0-&hy 10 n., /;lid~ 
s.=ndO,,,rttr IJ-tiwrtn-i~~ 

WV--1.Uet I,_ Ill~ ~kt) f....,how.-t..­WV~ 2I N111\kJd.bibc!I WV--M!II.J,...,i,..,hlldl A-10.n11 
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VANHORNE 
on 

Sports 
By BILL VAN HORNE 

News-Register Sports Editor 
The size and enthusiasm of the crowds that have poured into Wheeling 

Stadium to see the Ohio and W~St Virginia All•Stars Knock heads in their 
annual transpontine rivalry must be tremendously gratifying to Rudy and 
Sam Mumley and their OV AC compatriots responsible for reviving the 
series back In I 972. . 

The gamC bas become the greatest annual one•nigbt sports spectacle, 
from the standpoint of crowd.size and color, in the valley. And the last two 
contests have produced the kind of football drama· which should lure the 
fans back to the South Island facility in mega numbers. 

The a]J.star game has been a huge ~ancial and artistic success and a just 
reward for those who had the imagirultion, the energy, and the foresight to 

i revive it, with a special bow. being due to the Mumleys, Ron Mauck, Bill 
Hinegardner, et al. • . 

However, I note that reparting on this year's classic ignored the early his• , 
tory of the inter•state senes. Let us keep things in perspective. This event : 
dates back all the way to. 1940 and it was initiated by, at all things, a group l 
of sportswriters. . 

The late Bill DeMutli, then sports editor of the Wheeling , 
Intelligencer, was the guy who dreamed it up. I understand that It was I 
Howard Voltle, then n Moundsvllie newspaperman, Ibo mustered much 
or the early flnancln~. 1 

The rival teams did not go to camp then. They gathered at area high f 
school gridirons for practice sessions. ,, , I 

There was no national letter.of-Intent day back then anc~ collegiate 1 

.recruiting was neither as intense nor as complicated as It Is now. So when r 
• Charlie Helinski, who bad been a great player for Union High School, per• 

formed brilliantly In a 13· 7 victory for the West Virginia stars, be was : 
immediately offered a scbol•arship by Bill Kern, then head coach at WVU. 

West Virginia won again in '41, 7•0, but Ohio, with Lou Graza as one of 
the mainstays, triumphed in '42, by a 20. 7 cow;it As I recall, Gomer Jones i 
was one of the Ohio mentors. 

There was no game the next three swnmers because athletes were 
hardly out of hJgh school before they were being hustled off to World 
War II. Fact Is, some ot them went 1n the dran before commencement 
days. 

But when the ~rune was revived. after the war, with Bob Roe running the 
show, it was decided that players who had been graduated in 1943-44-45 
and '46 would be eligible to participate. So those all-star teams of' 46 had 

1 more great talent (and more maturity)' than any others in the Joni series. 
The teams_ were picked by vote of the fans through ballots printed daily in 1 

newspapers around the valley. . 
Roe had the bright idea of .bringing in collegiate coa.ches to direct the: 

rival teams, Over the next few years, such men as Charlie Caldwell of 
1 Princeton, Rip Engle of Penn State, Frank Thomas of Alabama, and Lynn 
1 "Papfy" Waldorf of Northwestern were involved. . 

In 46, Frank Thomas was coaching Ohio and I rccall that be told me the : 
first essential was to have two outstandin~ tailbacks. He got Johnny S_tojack, \ 
of Steubenville, and Bill Young, of Maruns Ferry, and was very happy with 
them as the Buckeyes won, 26-7. 

Thomas wound up taking two of the- Ohio players, ex.servicemen Jim 
Franko of Yorkville and Nick Vrotsos of Martins Ferry, back ta Tuscaloosa. 
Franko became a four-year letterman with the Tide. Vrotsos tare up a knee 
but then went out for basketball and became captain of the Tide cagc:rs. 

Eventually, Booster organizations on both sides of the river became 
involved in the sponsorship and the·garne continued through '69, although 
there was a one.year break in '63. ,, 

Alter the '69 game, the NCAA Intervened. The National Collegiate 
Athletic As.soctatlon ruled that players with college scholar-shlps could 
not pnrttclpate, unless they represented an approved charity. The 
Booster .clubs could not get NCAA approval so the game had to be 
abandoned. 

When the OV AC decided it would try to revive the contest in '72, first 
thins; executive secretary Sam Mumley did was get an NCAA sanction. 

Smee the revival game in '72, Ohio leads in the series; 12· l 0 and overall 
the Buckeyes have a 27-21 edge. But West Virginia bas been closing the 

1 

gap, with spectacular victories ~n the last two years. , • 
There have been 18 shutouts In the series, with 10 credJted to the 

Mountaineer defenders. Highest point total was the 47 points scored by . 
Ohlo In 1979 when Tim Spencer ran wild. A few months later, he was 
playing In the Rose Bowl. • 

Highest West Virginia poiht total was in a 38·20 Mountaineer victory in 
'73. Lowest scoring game was in '64, when Ohio won on a safety, 2·0. 

There have been mo~ close games than runaways. Four games have been 
decided by one point and three by two points, including last year's 34-32 
thriller. ree:arded bv manv fans as the ereatest oulse•oounder in the rivalrv; 


